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THE publishers of this edition of the 

Age of Lewis XIV. wrote by the cele- 

brated M. de Voltaire, have fpared 

no pains to render it as corredt as pofli- 

ble; and, in order to give the true mean- 

ing of the author, the befl editions of the 

original French have been made ufe of, 

and, where difficulties occurred, perfons 

mod knowing in that language confulted. 

Some hundreds of miftakes in the Lon- 

don editions are here rectified, and, in 

many places, whole paragraphs fupplied, 

which in them are intirely omitted: 

and though the publishers cannot pretend 

to fay that this edition is quite free from 
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miftakes; yet it is hoped there are but 

fewj and if any fuch occur, that the 

reader will excufe them* Thefe conh- 

derations, together with its being fold 

at a much more moderate price, it is 

expedted, will recommend it to the fa- 

vour of the public. 

Q *\^ii 
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THE 

EDITOR’S PREFACE. 

THE manufcript of this work hav- 

ing been put into my hands by the 

author, I read it with very great atten- 

tion: I obferved in it an extreme love of 

truth, and a perfect impartiality in regard 

to all the affairs related in it. Thefe, prin- 

cipally, were the reafons which made me 

confider it as my duty to print it, under 

the aufpicious protection of a monarch, 

to whom truth is not lefs dear than glo- 

ry; and who, with the general content of 

all Europe, is equally capable to inftruct 

mankind, aud to judge of their works. 

I thought fuch an edition as this would 

be preferable to one larger, and more 

pompous: and I dare affirm, that thefe 
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two volumes contain more interefling 

fa£ts, and curious anecdotes, than are in 

any of the immenfe colledtions which 

have hitherto been published upon the 

reign of Lewis XIV. 

And though the conclufion of this 

work contains fuch things as have been 

done by Lewis XV. and though more 

than one eftabljfhment of Lewis XIV. 

has been perfected by his fucceflbr, it ap- 

peared, neverthelefs, that the title of 

The Age of Lewis XIV. Ihould ilill 

continue; not only becaufe it was the 

hilfory of about eighty years, but be- 

caufe moft of the great changes related 

in it were begun under this reign. 
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THE 

AGE of LEWIS XIV. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

OU R intention in this work is not merely 
to write the life of Lewis XIV; the defign 
is more extenflve. We would endeavour 

to reprefent to poflerity, not the actions of a fingle 
man only, but the genius of an age, of all others 
the moft enlightened. 

Every age hath produced heroes and politicians: 
all nations have fuffered revolutions; and all hifto- 
ries are equally entertaining to him who wants to 
treafure up in his mind facts only. But whoever 
reflects, and, what is more uncommon, whoever 
has a tafle, will reckon only four ages in the hiflory 
of the world. The four happy ages are thofe where- 
in the arts were perfefted, and which, ferving as an 
aera of the greatnefs of the human rnind, are a pat- 
tern to all pofterity. 

The firfl of thefe ages, to which true glory is 
annexed, is that of Philip and Alexander; or of 
Pericles, Demofthenes, Ariflotle, Plato, Apelles, 

Vol. I. B 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

Phidias, and Praxiteles; and this honour was con- 
fined to Greece: the reft of the world was unci- 
vilized. 

The fecond age is that of Caefar and Auguftus; 
which is likewife diftinguilhed by the names of 
Lucretius, Cicero, Li%>y, irgil, Horace, Ovid, 
Yarro, and Vitruvius. 

The third is that which followed the taking of 
Conftantinople by Mahomet II, At that time a fa- 
mily of plain citizens appeared in Italy, who did fuch 
things as fhcrtald have been undertaken by the kings 
of Europe: the Medici drew to Florence the arts, 
which the Turks drove out of Greece. This was 
the period in which the glory of Italy (hone bright- 
eft. All the fciences refumed new life. The Italians 
honoured them with the name of Vertu, as the firft 
Greeks had characterized them with that of IVifdom. 
Every thing tended towards perfection. The Mi- 
chael Angelos, the Raphaels, the Titians, the Taflbs, 
and the Arioftos, flouriftied. Engraving was invent- 
ed, beautiful architecture appeared again, even more 
admirable than in Rome when in its greateft glory: 
and Gothic barbarity, which in all things had disfigur- 
ed Europe, was driven quite out of Italy, to give 
place to good tafte. 

The arts, continuing to be tranfplanted from 
Greece into Italy, found themfelves in a favourable 
foil, where they grew and improved very faft. France, 
England, Germany, and Spain, were defirous in their 
turns to tafte of thefe fruits; but they either never 
came into thefe climates, or degenerated foon after. 

Francis the firft indeed encouraged men of learn- 
ing, but they were men of learning only: he h ad 
feme architects and painters, but he had neither Mi- 



INTRODUCTION. 3 

chael Angelos nor Palladios. He endeavoured in 
vain to eftablifh fchools of painting; for the Italian 
painters, whom he called, trained up no French Icho- 
lars under them. Some epigrams, and a few loofe 
tales, made up the w'hole of our poefy, and Rabelais 
was our only fafnionable author in profe under the 
reign of Henry the fecond. 

In a word, the Italians had every thing, except 
mufic, which w as then very imperfect; and experi- 
mental philofophy, which was every-where equally 
unknown. 

Finally, the fourth is that which is called The age 
of Lewis XIV. and it is, perhaps, of the four, that 
which approaches the neareft to perfeTion. Being 
enriched with the difeoveries of the preceding ages, 
it made a greater progrefs in fome things than the 
three others together. Indeed, all the arts were never 
carried to a greater degree of perfection than under 
the ages of the Medici’s, the Auguftus’s, and the 
Alexander’s: but human reafon, in general, was in 
this brought nearer to perfection. Sound philofophy 
was difeovered only in this age: and it may with 
truth be fsid, that, from the laft years of cardinal 
Richlieu to thofe that followed the death of Lewis 
XIV. there happened a general revolution, not on- 
ly in our government, but in our arts, minds, and 
manners; which ought to be an eternal epocha of 
the true glory of our country. And this happy in- 
fluence was not confined to France, but extended 
into England, where it excited the emulation which 
that fenfible and thinking nation then wanted. It 
carried fade into Germany, and the fciences into 
Mufcovy; it even re-animated the languilhing date 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

of Italy; and Europe, in general, owes its politenels 
to the court of Lewis XI Vr. 

Before this time, the Italians called all thofe na- 
tions on the other fide of the Alps by the name of 
barbarians; and it mult be confeifed, that the 
French, in fome degree merited this reproachful 
appellation. Our anceftors, to the romantic gal- 

„ Jantry of the Moors, joined the rude barbarity of 
the Goths: they knew fcarce any of the amiable 
arts; and this proves, that the ufeful ones were 
likewife neglefted: for when thofe, which are ne* 
eeffary, are once brought to a degree of perfection, 
the beautiful and the agreeable foon fucceed; and 
it is not furprifing, that poetry, painting, fcul- 
pture, eloquence, and philofophy, were almoft in- 
tirely unknown to a nation, which, though it had 
ports upon the ocean and the Mediterranean, was 
neverthelefs deditute of ihips; and which, though 
luxurious to excefs, was poffeiFed only of a few of 
the moft ordinary manufactures. 

The Jews, the Genoefe, the Venetians, the For- 
tuguefe, the Flemings, the Hollanders, and the 
Engliih, by turns carried on our commerce, of 
which we knew not the principles. Lewis XIII, 
at his accedion to the crown, had not a fingle lltip; 
Paris did not contain 400,000 men, and was not 
ornamented with four tolerable edifices. The other 
towns of the kingdom refembled thofe which are 
now on the other fide of the Loire. All the gen- 
try and nobility, being cantoned up and down the 
country, in cables furrounded with moats, opprefied 
thofe who cultivated the lands. The great roads were 
almoft impalfable; the towns were without laws, the 
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Rate without money, and the government almolt 
conllantly deltttute of credit among foreign nations. 

It mu(t be con felled, that, from the declenfion of 
the family of Charlemagne, France languifhed more 
or lefs under this weaknefs, becaufe it fcarce ever 
enjoyed the happinefs of a good government. 

To make a Hate powerful, the people fhonld 
either have a liberty founded upon the laws, or the 
regal authority Ihould be eltabliihed without con> 
troul. 

In France, the people were Haves till about the 
time of Philip Auguftus; the lords were tyrants 
till the reign of Lewis XI; and the kings, conlhmtly 
engaged in maintaining their authority againft their 
valTals, had neither leifure to think about the good 
of their fubjefts, nor power to make them happy. 

Lewis XL did a great deal in favour of the royal 
authority, but nothing for the happinefs and glory 
of his people. 

Francis I. encouraged commerce, navigation, let- 
ters, and all the arts; but he was too unfortunate 
to be able to make them take root in France; and 
they all perillied with him. 

Henry the great was meditating the means to 
free France from thofe calamities, and that barbarity 
in which it had been plunged by thirty years dif- 
cord ; when he was afi’aiTinated in his capital, in the 
midft of the people whofe happinefs he was con- 
fulting. 

Cardinal Richlieu, being employed in humbling 
the houfe of Auftria, and the great lords, and in 
preventing the increafe of Calvinifin, was too much 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 

engaged in thefe affairs, to reform the nation; how- 
ever he at leaff began this happy work. 

Thus for the fpace of nine hundred years, our 
genius has been almoff always obfcured under a 
Gothic government, in the midff of diviffons and 
civil wars: we had neither laws nor cuftoms that 
were fixed: the language changed almoff every 
century, and yet always continued barbarous: the 
nobles were without difcipline, always in a ffate of 
war or idlenefs, and unfkilled in every other thing: 
the ecclefiaffics lived in diforder and ignorance; 
and the people, being without induffry, were poor 
and miferable. 

And this difcovers the reafon why the French 
had no ihare either in the great difcoveries, or the 
admirable inventions of other nations; printing, 
gun-powder, glafs, telefcopes, the compafs, the air- 
pump, the true fyftem of the univerfe; thefe were 
(hfcovcries none of -which were made by them. 

They paffed their time in tournaments, while the 
Portuguefe and Spaniards were difcovering and 
conquering new regions both to the eafl: and weft 

the known world. Charles the fifth had begun 
to laviih the treafures of Mexico, in Europe, before 
the fubjefts of Francis the firft had difeovered the 
uncultivated country of Canada: but even by the 
little which the French did in the beginning of the 
fi; tee nth century, we may perceive how much they 

are capable of, when properly conducted. 
In this hifrory, it is defigned to Ihew them as 

they were under Lewis XIV; and may the defeend- 
ents of this monarch, and thofe of his people, be- 
iny equally animated with a happy and glorious 
emulation, endeavour to furpafs their anceftors! 
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No one mud expert to find here the aJmofi endlefs 
accounts of wars undertaken in this age. W'e are 
obliged to leave to the annalifls, the care of collert- 
ing with accuracy all thefe little farts, which would 
only ferve to divert our attention from the principal 
objeft. Is is their bufinefs to relate the marches 
and countermarches of armies, the days when the 
trenches were opened before towns, when they were 
taken and retaken by arms, and when they were 
furrendered and given up by treaties. A thoufand 
circumfiances, which were interefiing to cotempo* 
raries, difappear, and are loft to the eyes of pofte- 
rity, and only thofe great events are brought into 
view, which have determined the fate of empires. 
Every thing that is done does not deferve to be 
recorded. We fhall confine ourfelves therefore, 
in this hiftory, only to what merits the atten- 
tion of ail ages, to what may defcribe the genius 
and manners of men, to what may ferve for in- 
ftruftion, and to enforce the love of virtue, the 
arts, and our country. 

We fhall endeavour to ftiew the ftate of France, 
and the other nations of Europe, before the birth 
of Lewis XIV; after which we fhall relate the 
great, political, and military events in his reign. 
The interior government of the kingdom, which 
is of the greateft confequenee to the people, fhall 
be treated feparately. The private fife of Lewis 
XIV. and the particularities of his court and reign, 
will make a confiderable part. We fl all alfo have 
other articles lor the arts, the fciences, and the pro- 
grefs of the human underftanding in this age. Fi- 
nally, we fhall fay fomething concerning the church, 
which has been fo long united with the govern- 
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ment, which fometimes weakens, and fometimes 
ftrengthens it; and which, though infHtuted to 
teach religion and morality, often gives itfelf up to 
politics, and human paflions. 

Of the States of Europe before 

Lewis XlV. 

THE Chriftian part of Europe (excepting Muf- 
covy) had long been in fuch a fituation, that 

it might be confidered as one great republic, divid- 
ed into feveral hates, fome monarchical, and others 
mixed; fome ariltocratical, others popular; but all 
correfponding with one another: all having the fame 
foundation for their religion, though divided into 
feveral hefts; and all having the fame principles of 
political and natural law, unknown in the other parts 
of the world. It is upon thefe principles, that the 
European nations never make their prifoners (laves; 
that they refpeft the embafTadors of their enemies; 
that they are agreed touching the pre-eminence and 
particular rights of certain princes, as the emperor, 1 

the kings, and other inferior potentates; and that 
more efpecially, they are unanimous in regard to the 
wife policy cbferved in preferving, as near as pof- 
lible, an equal balance of power; inceflantly em- 
ploying negotiations, even in the midft of war, and 
reciprocally maintaining enbaffadors, or lefs ho- 
nourable fpies, in their feveral courts^ who may 
■warn all the others of the defigns of any one, give 

at once the alarm to Europe, and preferve the weaker 
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from thofe invafions which the ftronger are always 
ready to make. 

After the death of Charles the fifth, the balance 
inclined too much in favour of thehoufe of Auftria. 
This puiiTant houfe, towards the end of the year 
i 630. was mifirefs of Spain, Portugal, and the trea- 
fures of America; the Low-Countries, the Milanefe, 
the kingdom of Naples, Bohemia, Hungary, and 
even Germany (if we may be permitted to fay fo), 
were become her patrimony; and, if all thefe dates 
had been united under one head of this houfe, it is 
probable all Europe would at lalt have been fub- 
je&ed to it. 

Of Germany. 

THE empire of Germany is the mod powerful 
neighbour of France: it is nearly of the fame ex- 
tent, lefs rich perhaps in money, but more abound- 
ing in a people robuft, and patient of labour. The 
German nation, in a great meafure, is governed as 
France was under the firft Capetian kings, who 
were chiefs, frequently but ill obeyed by feveral of 
their great valfals, and even by fome of their lefier 
ones. At this day, fixty free cities, which are called 
imperial, about the fame number of fecular fove- 
rcijns, near forty ecclelialUcal princes, either bi- 
ll ops or abbots, nine electors, in which are included 
three kings, and, finally, the emperor, who is the 
head of all thefe potentates, compofe this vaft Ger- 
manic body, which, through the national phlegm, 
fvbhfis almofi: with as much order, as there was 
formerly of confufion in the government of France, 

Every member of the empire has his rights, his 

| 
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privileges, and his obligations; and the difficult 
knowlege of fo many laws, which are frequently 
contefled, makes, what they call in Germany, the 
Jtudy of the la-ws of nations, for which they are fo 
celebrated. 

The emperor himfelf, would not, as emperor, be 
much more powerful, or more rich, than a doge of 
Venice. Germany, being divided into free cities and 
principalities, leaves to the chief of all thefe ftates 
only the pre-eminence, with very great honours in- 
deed, but without dominions, or money; and, con- 
fequently, without power. By the title of emperor 
he does not polfefs a fingle village: the city of Bam- 
berg alone is alfigned for his relidence, when he has 
no other. Neverthelefs, this dignity, altogether as 
vain as it is fupreme. was become fo powerful in the 
hands of the Auftrians, that it was often feared they 
would convert this republic of princes into an ab- 
folute monarchy. 

Two parties at that time divided, and at this day 
do ftill divide, Europe, and more particularly Ger- 
many. The firfl is that of the Catholics, fubieffed 
more or lefs to the pope; the fecond is that of the 
enemies of the fpiritual and temporal power of the 
pope, and the catholic prelates. Thofe of this lad 
party are called by the general name of Proteftants, 
though they are divided into Lutherans, Calvin ids, 
and others, who hate one anodier alinoft as much 
as they hate Rome. 

fn Germany, the Lutheran religion, which they 
call Evangelical, is profelfed in Saxony, Brandenburg, 
the Palatinate, part of Bohemia, Hungary, the dates 
of the houfe of Brunfwick, and Wirtemberg. All the 
free imperial cities have embraced tins feft, which 
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was confic'ered as more fuitable than the catholic 
religion to people jealous of their liberties. 

The Calvinifts, being difperfed among the Lu- 
therans, who are the moll: numerous, make only an 
inconfiderable body: the Catholics compofe the reft 
of the empire; and, having at their head the houfe 
of Aultria, they were undoubtedly the moft power- 
ful. 

Not only Germany, but all the Chriftian ftates, 
Hill bled at the wounds which they had received in 
thefe religious wars; a madnefs peculiar to Chrift- 
ians, but to which idolaters are ftrangers; and is the 
unhappy confcqvence of that dogmatical fpirit 
which has Iq long been introduced into all parties. 
There are few points of controverfy which have not 
been the caufe of a civil war; and foreign nations 
(perhaps our own pofterity) will one day be unable 
to comprehend how it was poffible, that our fore- 
fathers could kill one another for fo many years 
together, and yet, at the fame time, be preaching 
patience. 

In 1619. the emperor Matthias dying without 
children, the Proteftant party exerted itfelf to de- 
prive the houfe of Auftria of the imperial di- 
gnity, and prevent it from defeending upon any 
of the Roman communion: but Ferdinand, arch- 
duke of Gratz, the coufin of Matthias, was never- 
thelefs defied emperor. He was before king of 
Bohemia and Hungary, by the abdication of Mat- 
thias, and by the forced choice which the people of 
thefe tw'o kingdoms made of him. 

This Ferdinand II. continued to perfecute and 
weaken the Proteftant party. He was, for fome 
time, the moft powerful and the moft happy mo- 
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narch in Chriftendom; not fo much by his own 
merit, as by the fuccefs of his two great generals, 
Walflein and Tilly; for he followed the example of 
many of the princes of the houfe of Auftria, who 
were conquerors, without being warriors, and were 
happy through the merit of thofe whom they em- 
ployed. His power had long menaced both the Pro- 
teftants and Catholics with flavery: the alarm was 
fpread even as far as Rome, over which this title of 
emperor, and king of the Romans, gives chimerical 
rights, which the leaf! occafion may render but too 
real. Rome, which, on its fide, anciently pre- 
tended to a frill more chimerical right over the 
empire, at this time united with France againfi; the 
houfe of Auftria. The money -of France, the in- 
trigues of Rome, and the complaints of all the Pro- 
teftants, at laft drew out of the heart of Sweden 
Guftavus Adolphus, the only king of that time 
who could pretend to the name of hero, and the 
only one who was able to humble the Auftriart 
power. 

The arrival of Guftavus in Germany changed the 
face of Europe. In i^i. he defeated general 
Tilly in the battle of Leipfick, fo celebrated for 
the new methods of war which this king put in 
practice, and which are ftill confidered as fome of 
the mafter-pieces in the military art. 

The emperor Ferdinand, in 1632. was on the 
point of lofing Bohemia, Hungary, and the em- 
pire; but he was faved by his good fortune: Gufta- 
vus Adolphus was killed at the battle of Lutzen, in 
the midft of his viclory; and the death of this 
fmgle man re-eftabli(hed what rids fingle man could 
alone have deftroyed. 
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The policy of the houfe of Auftria, which had 
funk under the arms of Adolphus, found itfelf fu- 
perior to every thing elfe. It detached the mofl: 
powerful princes of the empire front the alliance 
with Sweden: and thefe victorious troops, being 
abandoned by their allies, and deprived of their 
king, were defeated at Norlingen; and though they 
were afterwards more fuccefsful, yet they were al- 
ways lefs to be feared than under Guflavus. 

Ferdinand II. dying in this conjuncture of affairs, 
left all his dominions to his fon Ferdinand III. who 
inherited his policy, and, like him, carried on the 
war in his cabinet. Fie reigned during the mino- 
rity of Lewis XIV. 

Germany was not at that time fo flourUbing as it 
is become fincer luxury was unknown in it, and 
the conveniencies of life were yet very rare among 
the greatefl: lords. They were not introduced till 
towards the end of 1686. by the French refugee5, 
who fled thither, and eflablifhed their manufacto- 
ries. This fertile and populous country was deftitute 
both of commerce and money: the gravity of man- 
ners, and the flownefs natural to the Germans, de- 
prived them of thofe pleafures and agreeable arts, 
which the Italian fagacity had cultivated for fo many 
years, and which the French induflry, from that 
time, began to bring to perfection. The Germans, 
rich within themfelves, were poor abroad: and this 
poverty, joined to the difficulty of fuddenly reunit- 
ing fo many different people under the fame ftand- 
ards, laid them almoft, as at this day, under an 
impoffibility of carrying and maintaining a war 
among their neighbours for any length of time. 

Vol. I. C 
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And it has therefore been almolt always in the em- 
pire, that the French have made war again ft the 
empire. The difference of genius and government 
renders the French more proper for an attack, and 
the Germans for a defence. 

Of Spain. 

THE Spaniards, being governed by the elded 
branch of the houfe of Auflria, after the death of 
Charles the fifth, had fpread more terror than the 
Germans. The kings of Spain were incomparably 
more rich and ablblute. The mines of Mexico and 
Potofi feemed to furnifh them wherewith to pur- 
chafe the liberties of Europe. The project of uni- 
verfal monarchy over the Chriftian w orld, which had 
been formed by Charles the fifth, was immediately 
adopted by Philip II. who, immured in the Efcurial, 
yet, by negotiations, and by war, endeavoured the 
iiibjeftion of Chriftendom. He invaded Portugal, 
ravaged France, and menaced England. But being, 
perhaps, fitter to traffic for Haves at a diftance, 
than to combat his enemies in perfon, he added no 
conqueft to the eafy invafion of Portugal: he volun- 
tarily facrificed fifteen hundred millions, which 
make near three thoufand millions of our prefent 
money, to fubjeft France, and regain Holland: but 
his treafures only ferved to enrich the countries he 
was defirous to fubdue. 

Philip III. his fon, being Hill lefs martial and lefs 
wife than his father, had but few' of the virtues re- 
quifite in a king. Superflition, the vice of weak 
minds, tarnifhed his reign, and enfeebled the Spa- 
niih monarchy. His kingdom began to be depo- 
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pulated by the numerous colonies, which avarice 
tranfplanted into the new world; and it was in thele 
circumftanccs, that he drove out of his kingdom 
near eight hundred thoufand Moors, though, on the 
contrary, he ought rather to have invited more to 
come into it, if it is true that the number of fubjefts 
conftitutes the wealth and ftrength of monarchs. 
Spain after this, became almoft a defert: the indo- 
lence and pride of the inhabitants fuffered the riches 
of the new world to pafs into other hands: the gold 
of Peru became the property of all the merchants of 
Europe: and it is in vain that other nations are pro- 
hibited enterance into the ports of Spani'h America 
by fevere laws-; for the factors of France, Eng- 
land, and Italy, load the galleons with their own 
merchandizes, enjoy the chief profits arifing there- 
from, and for them, Mexico and Peru have been * 
conquered. 

The Spanilh greainefs under Philip III. was there- 
fore nothing more than a vaft body without life or 
fubftance, whofe reputation was much greater than 
its ftrength. 

Philip IV. who inherited his father’s weaknefs, 
loft Portugal by his own negligence, Roufillon by 
the weaknefs of his arms, and Catalonia by the 
abufe of defpotifm. It was this king, to whom 
the count duke d’Olivares, his favourite and his 
minifter, gave the name of Great, at his accelfion 
to the crown, perhaps with defign to excite him 
to deferve that title: of which, however, he was 
fo unworthy, that, though he was king, no one ever 
gave it him. Such kings could not long be fuccelf- 
ful in their wars againft France. And if our diu- 
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lions and miftakes gave them fome advantages, they 
loll the fruits of them by their incapacity. Befides, 
they commanded a people, who, by their privileges, 
aifumed a right to ferve them ill. The Caflillians 
had the prerogative of not ferving in the wars out 
of their own country; the Arragonians were per- 
petually difputing their liberty againlf the royal 
council; and the Catalans, who confidered their 
Lings as their enemies, did not even permit them 
to raife forces in their provinces. Thus this fine 
kingdom had then but very little power abroad, 
and was miferable at home. The gifts of nature in 
thefe happy climates were feconded by no induftry. 
Neither the filks of Valentia, nor the fine cloths 
of Andalufia and Caftille, were manufactured by the 
hands of Spaniards. Fine linens were a luxury 
but very little known. The manufactories of Flan- 
ders, the monumental remains of the houfe of Bur- 
gundy, furnifhed Madrid with every thing they 
then knew of magnificence. Stuffs of gold and 
Fiver were prohibited in this monarchy, as they 
would have been in an indigent republic that feared 
being impoverilhed. In reality, notwith(handing 
the mines of the new world, Spain was fo poor, 
that the min'tflry of Philip IV. were reduced to the 
neceflity of coining brafs money, on which a value 
was fet almoft as great as upon Fiver. It became 
neceffary for the mafter of Mexico and Peru to make 
fdfe money, to defray the expences of the lhate: 
for if the fige Gourville may be credited, they 
dared not to impofe perlbnal taxes, becaufe neither 
the citizens nor the people of the country, as they 
had fcarce any effeCts, could have been made to 
pay. Such was the Fate of Spain; yet neverthe- 
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lefs, being reunited with the empire, it put a con- 
fiderable weight into the balance of Europe. 

Of Portugal. 

PORTUGAL had juft at that time again become 
an independent kingdom. John duke of Braganza, 
who pafled for a weak prince, had forced this province 
out of the hands of a king weaker than himfelf: and 
the Portuguefe, through neceffity, cultivated that 
commerce which the Spaniards neglefted through 
pride. In 1641. they leagued with France and 
Holland againft Spain. This revolutioa of Portu- 
gal was of greater advantage to France than the moll: 
fignal viftories could have been j and the French 
miniftry, which had contributed in nothing to this 
event, did, without difficulty, obtain the greateft 
advantage that can be gained over an opponent, 
which is that of beholding him attacked by an irre- 
concileable enemy. 

Portugal, ftiaking off the yoke of Spain, extend- 
ing its commerce, and increafing its power, natu- 
rally brings into our mind the idea of Holland, 
which enjoyed the fame advantages in a very dift'er- 
cnt manner. 

Cf HoLL AN Dv 

THIS little ftate of Seven united provinces, bar- 
ren, unhealthy, and almoft overwhelmed by the 
fea, was, for about half a century, almoft the only 
example upon earth of what may be effected by the 
love of liberty, and an indefatigable induftry. 

C 3 
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Thefe poor people, far from being numerous, much 
lefs martial than the worH: of the Spanish forces, 
and who as yet were of noconfideration in Europe, 
refilled the whole force of their mailer and tyrant 
Philip II. eluded the defigns of feveral princes, who 
would have affifled them with a view to fubjevt 
them, and laid the foundations of a power, which 
has fince been feen to balance that of Spain itfelf. 
The defpair, which is infpired by tyranny, armed 
them at firft; liberty railed their courage; the prin- 
ces of the houfe of Orange made them excellent 
foldiers; and fcarce had they become the conquer- 
ors of their mailers, when they ellablilbed a form 
of government, Which preferves, as much as poffi- 
ble, that equality, which is the natural right of man- 
kind. 

The mildnefs of this government, and the tole- 
ration of all feels of religion, dangerous perhaps 
in other Hates, but necelfary here, peopled Hol- 
land with vail numbers of foreigners, efpecially 
Walloons, whom the inquilition perfecuted in their 
own country, and who from Haves, by this change, 
became free citizens. 

The dodlrines of Calvin, prevailing in Holland, 
ferved Hill more to increafe its power. This coun- 
try, which was then fo poor, would not have been 
able either to fupport the grandeur of prelates, or 
to maintain religious orders; neither could a na- 
tion, which was in want of inhabitants, admit thofe 
to live among them, who Ihould engage themfelves 
by oath, as far as was in their power, to Hrlfer the 
human fpecies to perilh. They had before them 
tire example of England, which, after the ecclefia- 
flics were permitted to enjoy the fweets of marriage. 
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and the hopes of families were no longer buried in 
the celibacy of a cloiiter, had become more popu- 
lous by one-rhird. 

\\ bile the Hollanders, fword in hand, eftablidi- 
ed their new government, they fupported it by com- 
merce. They went to the fartheft parts of Alia, 
there to attack their mailers, who then enjoyed the 
dilcoveries of the Portuguefe; and they took from 
them thofe illands where the choice 11 fpices are pro- 
duced ; which are as real treafures as thofe of Peru, 
and the cultivation of which is as conducive to the 
health of mankind, as the working of the mines is 
detrimental to it. 

The Eaft-India company, ellablihed in 1602. 
gained, in 1620. near three hundred per cent, 
which gain increafed every year; fo that this fo- 
ciety of merchants, foon becoming a formidable 
power, built the city of Batavia in the ille of Ja- 
va, made it the moft beautiful in all Alia, and the 
centre of commerce, wherein refide five thoufand 
Chinefe, and to which all the nations of the world 
repair. The company in this city can arm thirty 
fbips of war, of forty guns, and at leaf! 20,000 men. 
A common merchant, when governor of this colony, 
appears here with all the pomp of the greatefl king; 
nor does this Afiatic grandeur corrupt the frugal 
fimplicity of the Hollanders in Europe. This com- 
merce, and this frugality, conflituted the grandeur 
of the Seven provinces. 

Antwerp, which had fo long been in a flourilhing 
ftate, and which had fwallowed up the commerce of 
Venice, now became a mere defert; and Amfler- 
dam, notwithflanding the inconveniencies of its 
port, grew, in its turn, the magazine of the world. 
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All Holland was enriched, and rendered beautiful, 
by immenfe labours. The waters of the fea were 
confined by double banks. Canals, cut in all the 
towns, were faced with flone; the flreets became 
large quays, ornamented with fine trees; and barks, 
laden with merchandizes, came to the doors of the 
inhabitants; fo that now foreigners are always ftruck 
with admiration at this lingular mixture, formed by 
the houfes, the tops of the trees, and the ftreamers 
of the fhips, which at once, and in the fame place, 
exhibit a view of the city, the country and the fea. 

This flate, of fo new a kind, was, from its foun- 
dation intimately attached to France: they were 
united by imereti; they had the fame enemies'; 
and Henry the Great and Lewis XIII. have beea 
its allies, and its protestors. 

Of England. 

ENGLAND, being much more powerful, af- 
feSted the fovereignty of the feas, and pretended to 
hold the balance between the powers of Europe: but 
Charles I. who afcended the throne in i 6 2 5. was fo 
far from being able to fupport the weight of this 
balance, that he found the prcfcrvation of his own 
crown difficult and precarious. He fhewed him- 
felf defirous to render his power in England inde- 
pendent of the laws, and to change the religion in 
Scotland. He was too obftinate to defift from thefe 
defigns, and too weak to execute them. He was a 
good hufband, a good mafer, a good father, and 
an honeft man; but he was an an ill-advifed king; 
and engaged himfelf in a civil w'ar, which at lalt de- 
prived him of his crown, together with his life. 
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upon a fcaffold, by a revolution that was almoft 
unparalleled. 

This civil war, which was commenced in the 
minority of Lewis XIV. prevented England, for a 
time, from concerning itfelf with the affairs of its 
neighbours. She loft her weight together with her 
good fortune; her commerce was interrupted, and 
ftie was regarded by the other nations of Europe as 
buried under her own ruins, till the time when the, 
on a fudden, became more formidable than ever, un- 
der the dominion of Cromwell, who fubjected her, by 
bearing the fcriptures in one hand, the fword in the 
other, and the mafk of religion upon Iris counte- 
nance ; and who, in his government, under the qua- 
lities of a great king, covered all the crimes of an 
ufurper. 

Of RoxME. 

THAT balance which England had long flattered 
herfelf flie maintained between the fovereigns of 
Europe by her power, the court of Rome attempt- 
ed to hold by her policy. Italy was divided, as at 
this day, into feveral fovereignties. What the pope 
pofleifes, is confiderable enough to render him re- 
fpected as a prince; but not fufliciently fo to make 
him formidable. The nature of his government 
docs not increafe the people of his territories, who, 
belies, have but little monev or commerce: his fpi- 
ritual authority, in which there is always fome fhare . 
of temporal, is defpifed and rejected among one 
half of the Chriftian powers; and if, in the other, 
he is regarded as a father, yet bis children have 
fomctimes reafon to oppofe him, and frequently do 
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it with fuccefs. The maxim of France is to regard 
him as a facred, but enterprifing perfon, whofe toe 
it is neceflary to kifs, but whofe hands it is fome- 
times proper to bind. In all the catholic countries,’ 
the Heps may Hill be feen which the court of Rome 
has formerly taken towards univerfal monarchy. 
All the princes of the Catholic religion, at their ac- 
ceffion, fend embajfies of obedience, as they are call- 
ed, to the pope. Each crown has in Rome a car- 
dinal, who alfumes the title of proteftor. The 
pope grants bulls for all bifhoprics, and therein 
expreffes himfelf, as though he conferred thefe di- 
gnities by his foie power. All the Italian, Spaniih, 
Flemifh, and even fome French biihops are fo call- 
ed, by the divine permilfion, and that of the holy 
fee. There is no kingdom wherein there are not 
many benefices in his nomination; and he receives 
the firft year’s revenues of the confiftorial benefices, 
as a tribute. . 

The religious orders, whofe chiefs refide at Rome, 
are likewife fo many immediate fubjefts to the 
popes, difperfed in every Rate. Cuflom, which 
does every thing, and which is the caufe that the 
world is governed by abufes, as well as by laws, has 
not always permitted princes intirely to remedy thefe 
abufes, which, in other refpefts, have a connexion 
with things ufeful and facred. To take an oath to 
any other than one’s lawful fovereign, is conlidercd 
as high-treafon among the laity, and yet in a cloifter 
it is an aft of religion. The difficulty of knowing 
how far one ought to obey this foreign fovereign, 
the ealinefs of being feduced, the pleafure of (baking 
off a natural yoke to put on another, which we 
take voluntarily upon ourfelves, the fpirit of con- 
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tendon, and the unhappinefs of the times, have but 
too often engaged whole orders of religious in the 
fervice of Rome againft their country. 

The enlightened fpirit which has reigned in 
France for more than a century pad, and which is 
difperfed among all ranks and conditions, has proved 
the bed remedy of this abufe. Good books, writ- 
ten upon this fubjeft, are real fervices done both to 
the kings and people; and one of the great changes, 
which by this means has been made in our manners, 
under Lewis XIV. is the perfuafion which all the 
religious orders begin to entertain, that they are fub- 
jedts to the king, rather than fervants to the pope. 
Iveverthelefs, jurifdiction, that eflential mark of fo- 
vereignty, dill continues with the Roman pontitF: 
and France herfelf, notwithdanding all the liberties 
of the Gallican church, permits appeals in eccleli- 
aftical caufes to be finally made to the pope. 

If a perfon w ould annul his marriage, efpoufe 
his coufrn or his niece, or be abfolved from his 
vows, it is to Rome, and not to his bidrop, that 
he mud addrefs himfelf. Services of this kind are 
taxed there, and private perfons of all nations pur- 
chafe difpenfations at all prices. 

Thefe privileges, which are regarded by fome 
perfons as having been obtained by the greated 
abufes, and, by others, as being the remains of the 
mod facred rights, are condantly maintained by art. 
Rome preferves its credit with as much policy, as 
was ever drewn by the old Roman republic in con- 
quering one half of the known wmrld. 

No court ever better underdood how to behave 
according to perlons and times. The popes are ai- 
med always Italians, perfectly well dulled in af- 
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fairs, without being blinded by their paffions: their 
council is compofed of cardinals, who refemblc 
them, and who are all animated with the fame 
fpirit. From this council are iffued thofe orders 
which extend even to China and America; Co that, 
in this fenfe, it prelides over the univerfe; and one 
may fay of it what a ftranger formerly faid of the 
fen ate of Rome, / have feat a coitfijiory of kings. 
hloll of our writers have, with reafon, exclaimed 
againft the ambiaon of this court: but I do not 
find one who has done fufficient juftice to her pru- 
dence. I am in doubt whether any other nation 
could, for fo long a courfe of time, have preferved 
in Europe fo many prerogatives, which have al- 
ways been oppofed and conteftcd. Any other na- 
tion would perhaps have loll: them, either by its 
pride or weaknefs, by its flownefs or vivacity: but 
Rome, having almoft continually behaved with a 
proper firmnels or compliance, has preferved every 
thing which there was a pollibility of preferving. 
She was rampant under Charles the fifth, terrible 
to our Henry III. an enemy and a friend by turns 
to Henry IV. artful towards Lewis XIII. openly 
oppefed to Lewis XIV. at the time when he was 
moil to be feared, and frequently a fecrct enemy 
to the emperors, of whom fhe was more diffident 
than of the fultan of the Turks. 

A few rights, many pretenfions, policy, and 
patience, are all that now remain to Rome of that 
ancient power, which, fix centuries before, was 
forming defigns to fubjedl the empire, and all Eu- 
rope to the triple crown. 

Naples is a tefiimony which Hill fubfifts of that 
right which the popes formerly with fo much art 
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and grandeur aflumed, in creating and beftowing 
kingdoms. But the king of Spain, who is now 
the polTeflbr of this Bate, hath kft the court of 
Rome only the honour and the danger of having a 
too powerful vaffal. 

Of the reft of Italy. 

IN other refpefts, the pope’s territories enjoyed 
a happy tranquillity; which had been interrupted 
only by an inconliderable war between the Barba- 
rini cardinals, nephews of pope Urban VIII; and 
the duke of Parma; and this was neither bloody 
nor of long duration, but was fuch as might be 
expected among thefe modern Romans, whofe 
manners mull necelfarily be comformable to the na- 
ture of their government. Cardinal Barbarini, the 
author of thefe troubles, marched with indulgences 
at the head of his little army. The greateft battle 
that was fought, was between four or five hundred 
men of each party. The fortrefs of Piegaia, as 
foon as the artillery approached, which confificd 
only of two culverins, furrendered at difcrction. 
Neverthelefs, more negotiations were necelfary to 
put an end to thefe troubles, which fcarce deferve 
to be mentioned in hiftory, than if ancient Rome 
and Carthage had been concerned in them. This 
event is mentioned here only to Ihew the genius of 
modern Rome, which concludes every thing by ne- 
gotiation, contrary to ancient Rome, which decided 
all by the {word. 

The other provinces of Italy were influenced by 
various interefls. Venice feared the Turks and the 
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emperor: fbe with difficulty defended her territo- 
ries on the Terra firma, againfl the pretenfions of 
Germany, and the invafions of the Grand Seignor. 
She was now no longer that ancient Venice, mi ft refs 
of the commerce of the world, who an hundred and 
fifty years before had excited the jealoufy of fo ma- 
ny kings. The wifdom of her government fubfift- 
ed; but the lofs of her immenfe commerce had al- 
moft deprived her of all force; and the city of Ve- 
nice, by its fituation, was incapable of being fubdued, 
and, by its weaknefs, unable to make conquefts. 

The ftate of Florence, under the government of 
the Medici’s, enjoyed tranquillity and abundance: 
letters, arts, and politenefs, which the Medici’s had 
introduced, ftill flourifhed; and Tufcany was then 
in Italy, what Athens had been in Greece. 

Savoy, torn by a civil war, and by the French 
and Spanifh troops, had at laft re-united intirely in 
favour of France, and contributed in Italy to a di- 
minution of the Auftrian power. 

The Switzers, as at this day, preferved their li- 
berty, without attempting the oppreffion of any. 
They fold their troops to their more rich neigh- 
bours. They were themfelves poor, ignorant of the 
fciences, and of all the arts which luxury intro- 
duces; but they were wife and happy. 

Of the States of the North. 

T IT E northern nations of Europe, Poland, 
Sweden, Denmark, and Mufcovy, were like the 
other powers, always in a ftate of jealoufy and fu- 
fpicion, or at open war with one another. In Po- 
land, as at this day, the manners and government 
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of the Goths and Franks prevailed; an elective 
king, a nobility that divided his power, a people 
in Ilavery, a weak infantry, a cavalry compofed of 
the nobles, no fortified towns, and fcarce any com- 
merce. This nation was fometimes attacked by 
the Swedes or Mufcovites, and fometimes by 
the Turks. The Swedes, who, by their conflitu- 
tion, enjoy greater liberty than the Poles, admit- 
ting even the peafants into the general afiembly of 
the Hates, being, however, at this time, more fub- 
jccted to their kings than Poland, were almoft always 
victorious. Denmark, which had formerly been 
formidable to the Swedes, was then no longer fo 
to any nation. As to Mufcovy, it could be conli- 
dered only as a nation of mere barbarians. 

Of the T u r k s. 

THE Turks were not what they had been tin- 
dei the Selims, the Mahomets, and the Solimans: 
luxury and effeminacy had corrupted the feraglio, 
without banifhing cruelty from it; and the fultans, 
though the moft defpotic of fovereigns, were the 
leaf! fecure of their thrones, and their lives. Ofmin 
and Ibrahim had been ftrangled ; Muflapha had been 
twice depofed; and the Turkiifi empire, fhaken by 
thefe revolutions, was alfo attacked by the Perfians; 
but when they gave it time to take breath, and the 
revolutions in the feraglio were fubfided, this em- 
pire again became formidable to Chriftendom; for, 
from the mouth of the Boriflhenes, as far as the 
Hates of Venice, Mufcovy, Hungary, Greece, and the 
Hies, have by turns been a prey to the Turkifh arms: 
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and, from the year 1640. they were indefatigable 
in the war of Candy, fo fatal to the Chriftians. 

Such were the fituatron, the forces, and the in- 
terefts, of the principal European nations, about 
the time that Lewis XIII. died. 

The ftate of France. 

FRANCE, having for allies, Sweden, Holland, 
Savoy, and Portugal; and the other nations, which 
remained neuter, being alfo favourably difpofed to- 
wards her; maintained a u'ar againfl the Empire 
and Spain, which proved dellructive to both parties, 
and fatal to the houfe of Auftria. This war re- 
fembled all thofe which, for fo many ages, have 
been carried on between the Chriftian princes; 
wherein millions of lives have been facrificed, and 
Provinces laid wafte, only to obtain, at laft, a few 
inconfiderable frontier towns, the poflelGon of 
which Has very rarely proved adequate to the ex- 
pence of the conqueft. 

The generals of Lewis XIII, had taken Roufil- 
lon; and the Catalans had thrown themfelves into 
the arms of France, as the proteftor of that liberty 
which they defended a gain ft their kings: thefe fuc- 
ceftes did not however prevent the enemy from 
taking Corbie, in 1637. nor from penetrating even 
to Pontoife. Fear had driven from Paris one half 
of its inhabitants; and cardinal de Richelieu, in the 
midft of his vaft projefts for humbling the Auftrian 
power, was reduced to lay a tax on the * Partes 
Cochcres of Paris to furnifli each a lackey to go to 

* Pcrtes Cochcres, every houfe which had a large gate, through 
whic h a coach might pafs. 
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tlie war, and to repulfe the enemy from the gates 
of the city. 

The French, therefore, had done the Spaniards 
and Germans a great deal of mifchief; but not 
without fuffering as much themfelves. 

Manners of the Age. 

SOME illuftrious generals were produced by the 
wars: fuch as a Guflavus Adolphus, a Walftein, 
a duke of Weymar, Picolomini, John de Wert, the 
marfhal de Guebriant, the princes of Orange, and the 
count d’Harcourt. Nor was the age lefs remark- 
able for minifters of flate: the chancellor Oxen- 
fliern, the count duke d’Olivares, and, in particular, 
the cardinal duke de Richelieu, drew upon them the 
attention of Europe. There is no age, indeed, but 
what has produced men remarkable for their abili- 
ties, in war and politics; for, unhappily, arms and 
intrigue feem to be the two profeffions moll natural 
to mankind; and we are always under a necelfity, 
either to negotiate or fight. But thofe, who are the 
mofi: fuccefsful, are often regarded as the greatefl; 
and the public frequently attributes that to merit, 
which is the efieft only of good fortune. 

Wars were not carried on then in the man- 
ner we have feen them, under the reign of Lewis 
XIV. The armies were not fo numerous; no 
general, fince the fiege of Metz, by Charles the 
fifth, had ever been at the head of fifty thoufand 
men; and towns were attacked and defended with 
a lefs numerous train of artillery than is now em- 
ployed. 1 he art of fortification was yet in its in- 
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fancy; harquebufes and pikes were not laid slide; 
and the fword, which is now become, in a manner, 
nnneceflary, was then in great nfe. Of the ancient 
laws of nations, there flill remained that of declaring 
war by an herald.. Lewis XIII. was the lad: who 
obferved this cuftom: he fent an herald at arms to 
Brudels, in i 635. to declare "war againft Spain. 

Nothing was then more common, than to be- 
hold priefts at the head of armies: the cardinal in- 
fant, the cardinal of Savoy, Richelieu, la Valette, 
and Sourdis archbidiop of Bourdeaux, all had put 
on the cuirafs, and ferved, perfonally, in the wars. 
The pope, fometimes, menaced thefe martial priefts 
with excommunication: Urban VIII. being enraged 
againft France, caufed cardinal de la Valette to be 
told, that he would diveft him of his dignity, as a 
cardinal, if he did not quit the military fervice; but, 
being afterwards reconciled to France, he loaded 
him with favours. 

The ambailadors alfo, who are no left minifters 
of peace than the eccleliaftics, made no fcruple to- 
ferve in the armies of thofe allied powers, to whom 
they were fent: Charnace, envoy from France, in 
Holland, commanded a regiment there, in 1637.; 
and, even lince, the ambaflador d’Eftrade has been 
a colonel in their fervice. 

The forces of France did not, in the whole, 
amount to more than about eighty thoufand effe- 
ctive men. The marine, which, for ages, had been 
bnirely negleffed, though fomewhat reftored under 
cardinal de Richelieu, was again ruined under Ma- 
zarin. The real ordinary revenue of Lewis XIII. 
was not nTore than about forty-five millions; in- 

deed fiiver was then valued at about twenty-fix 1L- 
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vrcs the mark; fo that thefe forty-five millions a- 
mounted to about feventy millions of the prefent 
money of France. The arbitrary value of the mark 
of filver, is, at this day, forty-nine imaginary livres, 
which is very exorbitant, and what, confiftent with 
juftice and the public good, can never be increafed. 

Commerce, which is now univerfally underftood, 
was then in very few hands, and the interior go- 
vernment of the kingdom was intirely neglefted; 
which is a certain proof of a bad adminifiration. 
Cardinal de Richelieu, who was attentive to his owm 
glory, as connected with that of the ftate, had be- 
gun to render France formidable abroad; but with- 
out having, as yet, been able to make her very 
flouriihing at home. The great roads were neither 
repaired nor guarded; but were infefted by robbers; 
and fo were the fireets of Paris, which were alfa 
narrow, ill paved, and filled with ofienfive naftinefs. 
It appears, from the parliamentary regilter at that 
time, that the watch of this city amounted to no 
more than forty-five men; thofe too but ill paid, 
and fuch as, in truth, did not do their duty. 

Ever fince the death of Francis II. France had 
been continually difturbed by factions, or torn in 
pieces by civil wars. The yoke had never been borne 
in a peaceable and voluntary manner. The nobility 
were, educated in con piracies; which was then 
the character of the court, as it has fince been to 
pleafe the fovereign. 

This fpirit of difcord and faction had diffufed 
itfelf, from the court, into the moft inconfiderable 
towns, and had engaged all orders in the king- 
dom : every thing was difputed; becaufe nothing 
was fixed or regulated: even the pariihes of Paris 
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came to blows with one another; and proceffions 
encountered for the honour of their banners. The 
canons of Notre Dame, and thofe of la Sainte 
Chapelle, were often together by the ears; and the 
parliament of Paris, and the chamber of accompts, 
quarrelled for the precedency, in the church of 
Notre Dame, on the day when Lewis XIII. put 
his kingdom under the protection of the Virgin 
Mary. 

Almofl: all orders in the kingdom were in arms; 
nay, almofl: every individual breathed nothing but 
the fpirit of rage and duelling. This Gothic bar- 
barity, which had been formerly authorized by the 
kings themfelves, and which was become the cha- 
racter of the nation, contributed as much as the 
domeftic and foreign wars, to depopulate the king- 
dom : and it will not be faying too much to affirm, 
that, in the courfe of twenty years, of which ten 
were embroiled by wars, more Frenchmen were 
killed by the hands of one another, than by their 
enemies. 

We fhall fay nothing here concerning the man- 
ner in which the arts and fciences were cultivated: 
this part of the hiftory of our manners will be found 
in its proper place. We lhall only obferve, that 
the French nation was plunged in ignorance, with- 
out excepting thofe who thought themfelves above 
the vulgar. 

Aflrologers were confulted, and believed. All 
the accounts of thofe times, to begin with the hi- 
ftory of the pre/ident de Thou, are full of predi- 
ctions. The grave and fevere duke de Sully feri- 
oully relates thofe which were told to Henry IV. 
Tiiis credulity, which is the moft infallible mark of 
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ignorance, was fo common, and in fuch credit, that, 
at the birth of Lewis XIV, care was taken to con- 
ceal an aflrologer near the chamber of his mother, 
Anne of Anftria. 

What is related by Vittorio Siri, a well-informed 
cotemporary writer, will fcarce now be believed: 
he fays, that Lewis XIII. was, from his infancy, 
furnamed the Juft; becaufe he was born under the 
fign of the balance. 

The fame weaknefs v/hich gave credit to the 
abfurd chimera, judicial aftrology, alfo occafioned 
the belief of forcery and witchcraft; which were 
made an article of religion; and there was nothing 
feen but priefts a-conjuring of devils. Courts'of ju- 
ftice, compofed of magiftrates who ought to have 
had more fenfe than the vulgar, were employed in 
trying perfons accufed of witchcraft. The memory 
of cardinal de Richelieu will always be reproached 
with the death of that famous curate of Loudun, 
Urban Grandier, who, by a commiiTion from the 
council, was condemned to be burnt, as a magician : 
who but muft conceive indignation again ft the mi- 
nifter, and judges, for having been fo weak, as to 
give credit to the devils of Loudun, or fo barbarous 
as to caufe an innocent perfon to expire in the 
flames? Lateft pofterity muft hear with aftonilh- 
ment, that the marfbalefs de’Ancre was burnt at the 
Greve, as a forcerefs: this unfortunate woman, 
when queftioned by counfellor Courtin, concerning 
the kind of forcery (he had ufed, to influence the 
will of Mary de Medicis, having anfwered, She had 
ufed that power only, which great fouls always have 
over weak minds; this reply ferved only to preci- 
pitate the decree of her death. 



34 THE AGE OF Ch. i. 

In fome of the reglfters in the Chatelet, the pro- 
ceedings are ftill to be feen, in a trial, commenced 
in i 6o i. concerning a horfe, which an induftrious 
mafier had drdl'ed, nearly in the fame manner in 
which they are now fometimes fcen in a fair: the 
people were for burning both the mafter and his 
horfe, as forcerers. 

Thefe inftances are fuffident, in general, to [hew 
the genius and manners of the age which preceded 
that of Lewis XIV. 

This univerfal want of the light of true know- 
lege produced many fuperflitious practices among 
the bell of the people; w hich were a difhonour to 
religion. The Calvinifts, confounding the reafon- 
able worfhip of the Catholics with thofe abufes 
which were introduced into it, were thereby more 
ftrengthened in their hatred of our church. To 
our popular fuperflitions, which are frequently filled 
with abufes and debaucheries, they oppofed a bar- 
barous feverity, and favagenefs of manners; which, 
indeed, is the character of almofi: all Reformers. 
Thus the Ipirit of party divided the nation, and 
rendered it contemptible: and that fpirit of foci- 
ablenefs, for which this nation is now fo celebrated, 
and fo amiable, was then abfolutely unknown. 
There were no houfes where perfons of merit 
might alfemble, for the fake of converfation and 
mutual information; no academies; no theatres. 
In Ihort, our manners, laws, arts, fociety, religion, 
peace, and war, were none of them then, what they 
have fince appeared, in the period which is called 
the age of Lewis XIV. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The minority of Lewis XIY.; and the vi- 

ftories gained by the French, under the 

great Conde, then duke d’Enguien. 

HE cardinal de Richelieu, and Lewis XIII. 
were both dead; the one, though hated, yet 

admired, and the other already forgotten. They 
had left the French, then in a Rate of great dif- 
quiet, filled with averfion for the bare name of 
minifter, and with but very little refpect for the 
throne. Lewis XIII. by his will, appointed a council 
of regency ; and the monarch, who was but ill obey- 
ed in his life-time, flattered himfelf with having more 
refpeft paid to him after his death: but the firft 
Rep taken by his widow, Anne of AuRria, was, to 
caufe the will of her deceafed hufband to be an- 
nulled, by a decree of the parliament of Paris («). 
This body, which had long oppofed the court, 
and which, under Lewis, had fcarce preferred the 
liberty of making remonflrances; annulled the will 
of its king with the fame facility it would have 
determined the caufe of a common citizen. Anne 
of AuRria addrefled herfelf to this body, to obtain 
the regency unlimited; becaufe Mary of Medicis, 
after the death of Henry IV. had done the fame’: 
and Mary of Medicis had fet this example, be- 
caufe every other way would have been tedious and 
Uncertain; as the parliament, furrounded by her 

(a) Anjntft 18. 1643, 
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guards, could not rcfufe to do what flic defired; 
and becaufe a decree pafled in parliament, and by 
the peers, feemed to fccure to her an inconteftabie 
right f. 

Cuftom therefore, by which the regency is given 
to the king’s mother, then appeared to the French 
a law almofl: as fundamental as that which excludes 
women from the crown. The parliament of Paris, 
having twice given judgment upon this queflion; 
that is to fay, having, of its own accord, by its 
arrets, given a fanftion to this right of the mo- 
thers; it, in effeft, feemed to have given the re- 
gency ; confidered itfelf, not without fome appear- 
ance of reafon, as the tutor and guardian of their 
kings; and each particular counfellor thought him- 
felf a part of the fovereignty. By the fame arret, 
Gafton, duke of Orleans, brother to the late king, 
had the empty title conferred upon him, of lieu- 
tenant-general of the kingdom, under the abfolute 
regency of the queen. 

Anne of Auftria was forced, at firfl, to continue 
the war againfl her brother Philip IV, king of 
Spain, whom fhc loved. It is difficult precifely to 
give the reafon, why this war was carried on againfl: 
him: nothing was required of Spain; not even 
Navarre, which fliould have been the patrimony 
of the kings of France. Both nations had been at 
war with each other, ever lince the year 1 635. 
becaufe it had been the will of Cardinal de Richelieu; 

f Reincourt, in his hlfiory of Ltwis XIV. fays, the will of 
Lewis XIII. was confirmed in parliament. In reality, Lewis 
XIII. had, in his will, declared the queen regent, and this was 
confirmed; but he had limited her authority, which was an- 
nulled: and this fecms to be what has milled tills writer. 
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and it appears probable, that he would have it fo, 
to makehimfelf necdlary. He united with Sweden 
againft the Emperor; and with duke Bernard de 
Saxe Weymar, one of thofe generals whom the 
Italians call condottieri; that is, thofe who fell their 
troops. He alfo attacked the Auftrian-Spanilh branch, 
in thcfe ten provinces which we, in general, call by 
the name of Flanders; and he divided with the Hol- 
landers, who were then our allies, this Flanders, 
which no one ever conquers. 

The heat of the war was in Flanders: the Spa- 
nidi troops, to the number of twenty fix thou- 
fand men, quitted the frontiers of Hainault, under 
the command of an old experienced general, named 
Don Francifco de Mello. 1’hey ravaged the bor- 
ders of Champagne, attacked Rocroi, and ima- 
gined they fiiould foon be able to penetrate as far 
as the gates of Paris, as they had done eight years 
before. The death of Lewis XIII. and the weak- 
nefs of a minority, animated their hopes; and 
when they law themfelves oppofed by an army in- 
ferior in numbers, and commanded by a young man 
not more than 2 1 years of age, their hopes were 
changed into certainty. 

This unexperienced young man, whom they de- 

fp'ned, was Lewis of Bourbon then duke d’En- 
guin, afterwards known by the name of the great 
Conde. Moft great generals have become fuch by 
degrees; but this prince was born a general: the 
art of war in him appeared to be a natural infiinft; 
and, in all Europe, there w'ere only he and Tor- 
tenfon the Swede, who, at twenty years of age, had 

Vol. I. E 
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that natural genius, which makes experience almoft 
unneceH'ary. 

The duke d’Enguien, with the news of the death 
of Lewis XIIL had received orders not to hazard a 
battle. The marlhal de 1’Hopital, who had been 
given him as a counfellor to advife and direft 
him, by his circumfpeftion feconded thefe timid 
orders: but the prince regarded neither the marlhal 
nor the court: he communicated his delign only to 
Gaffion marlhal de camp, who was worthy to be 
confulted by him; and they obliged the marlhal to 
find a battle necelfary. 

It is remarkable, that the prince, having regulated 
every thing on the evening (b) before the engage- 
ment, llept fo profoundly, that it was necelfary to 
wake him in the morning to begin it. The fame 
thing is faid of Alexander: it is natural for a young 
man, wearied by the fatigues which a proper dif- 
pofition for fo important an engagement necefiarily 
requires, afterwards to fall into a deep deep: and 
it is alfo as natural, that a genius formed for war, 
adiing without perturbation, Ihould leave the body 
fufficient tranquillity for repofe. The prince, by 
his quicknefs in perceiving at once both the danger 
and the remedy, and by his activity free from dif- 
order, which carried him to all places at the very 
inftant when his prefence became neceffary, in a 
manner gained the victory himfelf. It was he who, 
with the cavalry, attacked that Spanilh infantry, 
till then invincible, which was as flrong, and as 
clofely united, as the celebrated ancient phalanx, 
and w'hich opened itfelf with an agility that pha- 
lanx had not, to make way for the difeharge of 

(bj May jj>. 
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eighteen pieces of cannon, which were concealed in 
the centre of it. The prince furrounded and attacked 
it three times: and he was fcarce viftorious, before 
he endeavouerd to put a Hop to the (laughter. The 
Spanhlr officers threw themfelves at his feet, to gain 
from him an afylum againft the fury of the con- 
quering foldiers; and the duke d’Enguien took as 
great pains for their prefervation, as he had done 
to conquer them,. 

The old count dc Fuentes, who commanded this 
Spanilh infantry, died of his wounds; and Conde, 
being told of it, faid, that he -would have chofen to 
die like him, if he had not conquered. 

The dread, which Hill remained in Europe of the 
Spanifh arms, was now greatly diminilhed; and 
people began to refpedt thole of France, which, for 
an hundred years before, had not gained fo cele- 
brated a battle; for that bloody one of Marignano, 
difputed rather than gained by Francis the firft 
againfl the Switzers, had been the work of the Ger- 
man black-bands, at leafl as much as of the French 
troops. 

The battles alfo of Pavia and Saint Quin tin were 
epochas fatal to the reputation of France. It was 
the misfortune of Henry IV. to gain remarkable 
advantages only over his own people. Indeed, un- 
der Lewis XIII. the mariliai de Guebriant had 1'ome 
little fuccefs: but this was always balanced by pro- 
portionable lolfes. Such grand victories, as (hake 
the foundations of empires, and for ever remain 
memorable, were obtained in that age only by Gu- 
flavus Adolphus. 

This battle of Rocroi became an epocha of the 
E 2 
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glory of France, and of Conde: he knew both how 
to conquer, and to reap the benefit of his victory. 
His letters to the court carried his refolution to be- 
fiege Thionville, which cardinal de Richelieu had 
not dared to hazard; and his courtiers, at their re- 
turn, found everything prepared for that expedition. 

The prince of Conde crofled the enemy’s coun- 
try, deceived the vigilance of general Beck, and at 
lad took Thionville (c). From thence he haftened 
to beiiege Cirq, of which he alfo made himfelf ma- 
iler. He forced the Germans to repafs the Rhine, 
which he alfo pa fil'd after them, with defign to re- 
venge the defeats, and repair the Ioffes, which the 
French had fullered upon thefe frontiers after the 
death of the marfiial de Guebriand. He found 
Fribourg taken, and general Merci under its walls 
with an army even fuperior to his own. Conde 
had under him two marfhals of France, one of 
which was-Grammont, and the other that Turenne, 
who had been made a marlhal a few months before, 
after having fuccefsfully ferved in Piedmont againil 
the Spaniards. It was upon this occafion that he 
laid the foundations of that great reputation which 
he afterwards obtained. The prince, with thefe 
two generals, attacked the camp of Merci (//), which 
was intrenched upon two eminences. The en- 
gagement was renewed three times, on three fe- 
veral days. It is faid, the duke d’Enguien threw 
his ilafi’ of command into the enemy’s trenches, 
and marched (word in hand to regain it, at the head 
of the regiment of Conti. Thefe bold ah ions are 
perhaps neceffary to animate troops to fuch difficult 

(c) Aiiguft 8. 1S4.3. 
(J) Augult 31. 1 <$44. 
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attacks. This battle of Fribourg, rather bloody 
than decifive, was the fecond victory gained by the 
prince of Conde. Merci decamped four days after- 
wards, and Philipsbourgh and Mayence furrendered, 
which at once gave both the proof and the fruits 
of his victory. 

The duke d’Enguien, after this, returns to Paris, 
receives the acclamations of the people, and de- 
mands a recompence at court, leaving his army 
under the command of the marihal de Turcnne. 
But this general, notwithftanding his abilities, was 
defeated at Mariendal (e). Whereupon the prince 
again flew to the army, refumed the command, 
and to the glory of once more commanding over 
Turenne, joined that of effacing the difhonour of 
his defeat. He attacked Merci in the plains of 
Norlingen (f), and gained a complete viftory. The 
marfhal de Grammont was taken by the enemy; 
but general Gleen, who commanded under Merci, 
was alfo taken prifoner, and Merci himfelf was 
among the number of the flain. This general, who 
was regarded as one of the greateft men of the age. 
Was interred upon the field of battle; and the fol- 
lowing infcription was engraved upon his tomb s 
St a, viator, heroem calc as: Stop, traveler, thou 
treadeft upon an hero. 

The name of the duke d’Enguien now eclipfed 
all other names. After this, he befieged Dunkirk in 
fight of the Spanifh army; and he was the fir.'l who 
brought this place under the dominion of France^). 

Thefe great fuccelfes and fervices, which were 

(e) April 1045. (f) Auguft 3. 1045, ($) October 7, 
1040. 

E 3 
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rather fufpe&ed than recompenfed by the court? 
made him dreaded by the mini dry, as much as by 
the enejny: he was therefore withdrawn from the 
theatre of his conquefts, and his glory ; and was 
font with a parcel of pitiful ill-paid troops, into 
Catalonia (/>), where he invefled Lerida, but was 
obliged to raife the fiege. He was accufed, upon 
tliis occafion, in certain books, of a bravado, in 
having opened the trenches with the muficdf violins: 
but thefc writers were ignorant, that this was the 
cuftom of Spain. 

The unfleady fituation of affairs foon obliged 
the court to recall Conde into Flanders; where 
the archduke Leopold, the emperor’s brother, had 
befieged Lens in Artois: but Conde being again 
at the head of troops, who, under him, had always 
been victorious, marched with them direCtly a- 
gainft the archduke; and this was the third time 
that he gave battle under the difadvantage of infe- 
rior numbers. The whole of the harangue which 
he made to his foldiers was contained in thefe 
■words: friends, remember Rccroi, Fribourg, 
and Norlingen. 1'his battle of Lens completed his 
glory (/). 

He himfelf relieved and fupported the marilral 
de Grammont, who, with the left wing, began to 
give ground: general Beck he took prifoner; and 
tire archduke, together with the count de Fuenfal- 
dagne, with difficulty efcaped. The ImperiaMs 
and Spaniards, who compofed this army, were dif- 
perfed, with the lofs of upwards of an hundred 
colours, and thirty-eight pieces of cannon ; which, 
at that time, was a great number. Five thoufand 

(/;) 1(347. (i) Auguft io. kS+8. 
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were made prifoners, three thoufand were killed, 
and the rell deferted; fo that the archduke remain- 
ed without an army. 

While the prince of Conde | was thus number- 
ing the years of his youth by victories, and while 
the duke of Orleans, brother to Lewis XIII. was 
al(o fupporting the reputation of a fon of Henry 
IV. and of France, by the taking of Gravelins, 
Courtray, and Mardyke (k); the vifcount du Tu- 
renne likewife took Landau, drove the Spaniards 
out of Treves, and re-eftablithed the elector (/). 

He alfo, in conjunction with the Swedes, gained 
the battles of Lavingen and Sommerhaufen ; and 
forced the duke of Bavaria, at the age of near 80 
years, to quit his dominions (;«). The count de 
Harcourt alfo took Balaguier, and defeated the Spa- 
niards. In Italy, they loft Portolongoni; and twen- 
ty Ibips and twenty gallies of France, which com- 
pofed almoft the whole of our naval force, as re- 
ftored by Richelieu, defeated the Spanifk fleet upon 
the coafl: of Italy (;;). 

But this was not all: for the French troops alfo 
took Lorrain from duke Charles IV. a prince of a 
martial fpirit, but inconftant, imprudent, and un- 
fortunate; who, at one and the fame'time, was de- 
prived of his dominions by the French, and kept 
prifoner by the Spaniards. The allies of France di- 
ftrefled the Auflrian power both in the north and 
fouth. The duke d’Albuquerque, general of the 
Portuguefe, gained the battle of Badajox againft 
the Spaniards. Tortenfon defeated the imperialifts 

I His father died in itf.vd. 

(*) Juty i644> (IJ Nov. 1644. (mj 164s. (n) 1646. 
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near Tabor, and gained a compleat victory (o). The 
prince of Orange, at the head of the Hollanders, 
penetrated into Brabant (p). 

The king of Spain, being defeated on all fides, 
beheld Roufillon and Catalonia in the hands of the 
French. Naples, having rebelled again(1 him, had 
put itfelf under the proteflion of the duke of Guife, 
the laft branch of that houfe, fo fruitful in illuftrious 
and dangerous princes. This duke of Guife, who 
was called only a bold adventurer, becaufe he did 
not fucceed, at leaf! obtained the glory of landing 
alone in a fmall bark, in the midft of the Spanifh 
fleet, and of defending Naples, without any other 
alHftance than his own courage. 

To behold fo many misfortunes fhowered down 
upon the houfe of Auflria, fo many victories accu- 
mulated by the French, and feconded by the fuc- 
ceffes of their allies, one would be inclined to be- 
lieve, that Vienna and Madrid only waited for the 
moment when they were to open their gates; and 
that the emperor and the king of Spain were almoft 
without dominions. Neverthelefs, five years of 
glory, which had fcarce ever been diflurbed by 
any misfortune, had gained but very few real ad- 
vantages; and though there was a great deal of 
bloodihed, it produced no revolution. If, indeed, 
any revolution was to be feared, it was rather in 
France; which, though in the midft of apparent 
profperity, was really upon the brink of deftru- 
ftion. * 

foj May 1644. (/P Mar. itf4S. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Civil War. 

N N E of Auftria, being abfolnte regent, had 
made cardinal Mazarin the mailer of France, 

and of herfelf. He had obtained that power over 
her, which an artful man will acquire over a wo- 
man, born with weaknefs enough to be governed, 
yet with refolution to perfift in her choice. 

In fome of the memoirs of that time we read, 
that the queen repofed her confidence in Mazarin, 
only for want of Potier bifhop of Beauvais, whom 
at firft he had chofen for her minifler. This bi- 
fhop is chara&erized as a man that wanted capa- 
city; which indeed is probable, and that he was 
employed for fome time by the queen, for a blind, 
that (he might not fhock the nation by an imme- 
diate choice of a fecond cardinal, who was a fo- 
reigner. But we cannot believe that Potier began 
his fhort miniftry, by declaring to the Hollanders, 
that if they hoped to continue in alliance ivith France, 
they mufl become catholics. He fhould, in this cafe, 
have made the fame declaration to the Swedes, 
This abfurdity is related by almoft all hiftorians, 
becaufe they have read it in the memoirs of the 
courtiers, and in thofe of the Frondeurs. Thefe me- 
moirs contain but too many fa£ts, which are either 
mifreprefented by paflion, or founded only upon 
popular reports. What is weak and puerile, fhould 
not be quoted; and what is abfurd, cannot be believed. 

Mazarin at firlt ufed his power with moderation. 
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It would be nee diary to have lived long with a 
minifter to paint his character, to fay what was the 
degree of his coufage or his weaknefs, and how far 
he was a wife and prudent man or a cheat. Inftead, 
therefore, of pretending to fay what Mazarin was, 
we flrall only relate what he did. In the beginning 
of his greatnefs he as much affefted fimplicity, as 
Richelieu had ftate and grandeur. He was fo far 
from having guards, and parading with the pomp 
of royalty, that his retinue at firll was very modelt. 
Affability, and even familiarity, were (hewn by him 
upon all thofe occaftons, wherein his predecelTor 
had difplayed an inflexible pride and haughtinefs. 
The queen was defirous to make her regency and 
her perfon beloved both by the court and people; 
and in this (he fucceeded. Gallon duke of Orleans, 
brother to Lewis XIII. and the prince of Conde, 
fupported her power, and had no emulation but in 
ferving the date. 

Taxes became neceffary to fupport the war 
againfl: Spain and the empire: fome therefore 
were impofed, very moderate, no doubt, in com- 
parifon with thofe we have fince paid; and yet in- 
fufficient to fupply the necefftties of the ftate. 

The parliament, being in ufe to confirm the 
edicts for thefe taxes (a), ftrongly oppofed the edict 
of the tariffs, and gained the confidence of the 
people, by the oppofition with which they per- 
plexed the miniftry. 

At lad, the creation of twelve places of mailer 
of requefts, and the non-payment of about eighty 
thoufand crowns falary to fome of the fenior com- 
panies, cauled the whole body of the law to rife, 
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and with them all Paris; fo that what in our times 
would fcarce have furnifined fubjeft for a novel, 
was then the caufe of a civil war. 

Brouflel, counfellor and clerk of the great cham- 
ber, a man without the lealf capacity, and who had 
no other merit, than that of always oppofing the 
court, being feized, it caufed more affliction among 
the people, than they ever Ibewed for the death of 
a good king. The barricadoes of the league were 
renewed; the fire of fedition in an inftant burft 
forth into flames, difficult to be extinguifhed; and 
they were ftirred up, and their fury increafcd, by a 
coadjutor, afterwards the cardinal de Retz, who 
was the firft biflrop that carried on a civil war, with- 
out the malk of religion. This extraordinary man 
has drawn his own character in his memoirs, which 
are written with fuch an air of grandeur, impetuo- 
fity of genius, and inequality, as gives us a very 
ftrong reprefentation of his conduCt. He was a 
man, who, from the greateft degree' of debauch- 
ery, and flill languifhing under its confequences, 
preached to the people, and made himfelf adored 
by them. He breathed nothing but the fpirit of 
faCtion and fedition. At the age of 2 3 years, he 
had been at the head of a confpiracy againft the 
life of Richelieu. He was the author of the bar- 
ricadoes, precipitated the parliament into cabals, 
and the people into feditions. What appears fur- 
priflng, is, that the parliament fhould be f6 mifled 
by him, as to fet up the ftandard again!! the court, 
even before they had gained the fupport of any one 
prince. 

This body had long been regarded in a very dif- 
ferent manner by the court and the people: if we 
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may credit the general voice of the court, and all 
our minifters, the parliament of Paris was no more 
than a court of jufdce, for the decifion of civil 
caufes between private perfons: that this preroga- 
tive depended abfolutely upon the will of the kings: 
that it had no pre-eminence over the other parlia- 
ments of the kingdom, except that of feniority, 
and the being compofed of more confiderable per- 
fons : that it was the court of peers, only becaufe 
the court refided at Paris: that it had no more 
right to make remonftrances than the others, not to 
mention that the right itfelf was only a favour: 
that it had fucceeded thofe parliaments which anci- 
ently reprefented the French nation; but that it 
had nothing left of thefe ancient alfemblies more 
than the name: and, as an inconteftable proof of 
all this, it was faid, that the Hates general were 
fubflituted in place of thefe national alTemblies; and 
that the parliament of Paris no more refembled 
thofe parliaments held by our ancient kings, than 
a conful of Smyrna or Aleppo refembles a conful 
of ancient Rome. 

This frngle error in the name was the pretext for 
the ambilious pretenfions of a body of lawyers; 
who, becaufe they had purchafed their employ- 
ments, thought to a Hume the privileges of the 
conquerors of Gaul, and the lords who held fiefs 
of the crown. This body had,-in all ages, abufed 
that power which is neceffarily aflumed by a chief 
tribunal, continually fubfifling in a capital. It had 
dared to publilh an arret again!! Charles VII. and 
to banifir him the kingdom: it had commenced a 
criminal procefs againft Henry HI. it had at all 
times refilled its fovereign as much as was in its 
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power; and in this minority of Lewis XIV. under 
the mildeft of governments, and the moft indul- 
gent of queens, it would have carried on a civil 
war againfl: its prince, in imitation of the parlia- 
ment of England, which at that time kept its king 
a prifoner, and afterwards beheaded him. Such 
were the private fentiments, and the public dif- 
courfe of the court. 

But the citizens of Paris, and all thofe who be- 
longed to the long robe, confidered the parliament 
as an augufl court, which had adminiftered jufiice 
with an integrity that deferved to be honoured and 
refpefted, which defined nothing fo much as the 
happinefs of the ftate, and which endeavoured to 
promote this happinefs at the hazard of its own 
property; which confined its ambition to the glory 
of refiraining the ambition of favourites, and 
which, in all things, endeavoured to (hew an equal 
regard to the rights both of king and people: and, 
therefore, without examining into the origin of its 
rights and power, the people, when they beheld 
them fupport their caufe again ft minifters whom 
they detefted, attributed to them the moft facred 
rights, and a power the moft inconteftable: they 
called the parliament the father of the ftate, and 
made but very little difference between that right 
which gives the crown to the kings, and that which 
gave the parliament the power of moderating their 
kings defires. 

It was impolfible to fix upon a juft mean be- 
tween thefe two extremes; for, in reality, there 
was no law abfolutely obeyed, except that of time 
and opportunity. Under a vigorous government the 
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parliament was nothing, hot under a weak king it 
was every thing; and what Monfieur de Guimene 
faid to them, when they complained under Lewis 
XIII. of being preceded by the deputies from the 
nobility, might now be applied: Gentlemen, you 
■will take a fuffi'cient revenge under a minority. 

We lhall not here repeat all that has been written 
concerning thefe troubles, nor copy books to give 
the reader a relation of affairs, which, though in- 
terefling and important then, are now almoft for- 
gotten : but we fhall, however, relate what is ne- 
ceffary to characterize the genius and difpolition of 
the nation at that time; and, palling over fuch 
things as are common to all civil wars, confine our- 
felves only to what peculiarly diltinguilhes that 
called the Fronde. 

Two powers, conffituted by the nation folely to 
maintain peace, namely, an archbifhop, and a par- 
liament of Paris, having commenced difturbances, 
the people conlidered all their outrages as juftified. 
The queen could not appear in public, without be- 
ing infulted: they called her only by the name of 
Lady Anne; and if any other epithet or title was 
added, it contained fomething injurious or unman- 
nerly. They, with violence, reproached her as fa- 
crificing the nation to her friendlhip for Mazarin; 
and, what was yet more infupportable, Ihe heard 
fongs and ballads fung in almofi: all places, defigned 
to perpetuate the fufpicion which was univerfally en- 
tertained of her virtue, and to be monuments of 
the wit and malignity of the times. 

She fled from Paris to St. Germains (^ accom- 
panied by her children, her minifier, the duke 
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of Orleans, brother of Lewis XIII. and the great 
Conde himfelf. They were reduced to pawn the 
jewels of the crown; and the king himfelf otten 
wanted necelTaries. They were forced to diimifs 
the pages of the queen’s chamber, becaufe they 
were unable to maintain them. At this very time, 
even the aunt of Lewis XIV. daughter to Henry 
the great, and wife to the king of England, hav- 
ing taken refuge in Paris, was there reduced to the 
extremities of poverty; and her daughter who was 
afterwards married to the brother of Lewis XI v. 
lay in bed for want of fire to warm her. The 
people of Paris, being intoxicated by their rage 
and fury, paid no regard to the diftrelfes of fo 
many royal perfonages. 

The queen, with tears in her eyes, begged the 
prince of Conde to be the king’s proteftor. The 
viffor of Rocroi, Fribourg, Lens, and Norlingen, 
could not but aft conformable to fo many part 
fervices; and he was flattered with the honour of 
defending a court, which he thought ungrateful, 
againft the Fronde, which fought his lupport. But 
the parliament, though it had the great Conde to 
oppofe, yet dared to purfue the war. 

The prince of Conti, younger brother to the 
great Conde, and as jealous of him as he was in- 
capable to equal him; the duke de Longueville, the 
duke de Beaufort, and the duke de Bouillon, being 
defirous of change; animated alfo by the faftious 
fpirit of the coadjutor; flattered with the hopes of 
raifing themfelves upon the ruins of the Hate, and 
with making the wild proceedings of the parliament 
advantageous to their own private inter efts; came 
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and offered their fervices to that body. Generals 
were appointed in the great chamber to command 
an army, which they had not. Every individual 
impofed a tax upon himfelf to raife troops. There 
were in the parliament twenty counfellors provid- 
ed with new places by cardinal de Richelieu, upon 
whom the reft of their brethren, through a mean- 
nefs of fpirit, of which every fociety is fufceptible, 
feemed to perfecute the memory of that minifter. 
They loaded them with affronts, refufed to regard 
them as members of the parliament; and made 
each of them pay 15,000 livres towards defraying 
the expences of the war, and to purchafe the tolera- 
tion of their brethren. 

The great chamber, the inquefts, the requefts, 
the chamber of accompts, the court of aids, which 
had exclaimed with fuch violence againft an incon- 
liderable and necelfary import:, which did not a- 
mount to more than an hundred thoufand crowns, 
raifed the fum of near ten millions of our prefent 
money, for the deftru&ion of their country. Twelve 
thoufand men were raifed by arret of parliament. 
Every great gate furniflied a man and horfe; and 
this cavalry was therefore called the cavalry of the 
great gates. The coadjutor had a regiment under 
his own command, which was called the regiment 
of Corinth, becaufe the coadjutor was titular arch- 
bilhop of Corinth. 

Had it not been for the names of the king of 
France, the great Conde, and the capital of the 
kingdom, this war of tire Fronde would have been 
as ridiculous as that of the Barbarini: no one could 
fay why they were in arms. The prince of Conde 
befieged five hundred thoufand citizens with eight 
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thoufand foldiers. The Parifians quitted the city, 
and came out into the fields, many of them drelled 
up with feathers and ribbands. Their exercifes were 
the jeft of the regular troops. Upon the approach 
of only two hundred of the royal army, they would 
take to flight. Every thing was turned into ridicule. 
The regiment of Corinth being defeated by a fifiall 
party, this check was called the firfi tpifile to the 
Corinthians. 

Thole twenty counfellors, who had each of 
them furniflied fifteen thoufand livres, gained no 
other honour than that of being called the twenty 
fifteens. 

The duke of Beaufort was the idol of the people, 
and the inftrument employed in working them up 
to this ftate of fedition: he was a popular prince; 
but his capacity was inconfiderable, and he was the 
public objett of the raillery of the court; and even 
of the Fronde itfelf. He was never mentioned but 
by the name of king of the city-companies. The 
Parifian troops, which marched out of Paris, and 
always returned defeated, were received with laugh- 
ter and derifion; and were the occafion of many' 
rerfes and epigrams. The taverns, and other places 
of public entertainment, were the tents where they 
held their councils of war, in the midft of their 
buflbonries, foflgs, and the moft diflblute mirth. 
The licentioufnefs became fo great, that one night 
the principal officers of the Fronde having met the 
holy facrament, which was carrying through the 
ftreet to a perfon whom they fufpecled to be Ma- 
zarin, they beat the priefts with their fwords, and 
forced them to return. 
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The coadjutor himfelf, archbifnop of Paris, 
took his feat in parliament, with a poniard in his 
pocket; the handle of which being perceived, 
ieveral perl'ons prefent cried out, See! there is our 
Qrchbifhob's breviary. 

In the midft of all this confufion, the nobility 
afi'embled in a body, at the Auguftines, appoint- 
ed the fyndics, and had public regular meet- 
ings : fo that it might have been fuppofed, their 
deiign was to remedy thefe diforders, and alfemble 
the uates-general. Neverthelefs, the only caufe of 
their meeting was a tabouret, which the queen had 
granted to madame de Pons. Perhaps there never 
was fo ffrong a proof given of that lightnefs of 
mind, with which the French are reproached. 

The civil dilfenuons whkh reigned in England, 
precifely at the fame time, may ferve extremely 
well to drew the characters of the two nations* 
The Englhh, in their civil difcords, Ihewed a me- 
lancholy cruelty, and a fenfible madnefs: their 
battles were bloody; they decided all things by 
the fwerd; fcaffblds were erefled for the van- 
quithed: their king, being taken prifoner, was 
brought before a court of juflice; quellioned con- 
cerning the abufe of his power, with which he had 
been accufed ; condemned to lofe his head ; and was 
executed in prefence of all his people, with great 
order, and the fame formality of juflice, as if it had 
been the execution of one of his fubjchls ; nor was 
London, in the courfe of thefe horrid diforders, 
ever in the lea 11 fenfible of, or adecled by, the ca- 
lamities, which are the confequence of civil wars. 

The French, on the contrary, precipitated them- 
ftlves into feditions, through wantonnefs and ca- 
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price: women were at the head of fa&ions, and ca- 
bals were formed, and dillipated, by love. The 
duchefs de Longueville engaged Turenne, then 
juft made a marlhal of France, to caufe the army 
which he commanded for the king, to revolt. Tu- 
renne did not fucceed in this; but quitted that 
army, of which he was general, like a fugitive, to 
pleafe a woman, who laughed at his pafiion. From 
being a general to the king of France, he became 
lieutenant to Don Eftevan de Gamara, with whom 
he was defeated at Retel, by the royal troops. 
Every body has heard of the marfhal d’Hoquin- 
court’s letter to the duchefs de Montbazon; Pe~ 
ronne ejt a la belle dcs belles : Pcromie is fitbjecltd 
to the fairejl among the fair. Thofe verl'es alfo arc 
well known, which were written by the duke de la 
Rochfaucault to the duchefs de Longueville, when, 
in the battle of Saint Antony, he received a muf- 
quet-lhot, which, for fome time, deprived him of 
his fight: 

Pour meriter fon occur, pour plaire a fes beaux 
yeux, 

J'ai fait la guerre aux rois, b I'aurais faite aux 
Dieux. 

The war was ended and renewed feveral differ- 
ent times; and there was fcarce any one who did 
not change parties more than once. The prince 
of Conde having fuccefsfully defended the court, 
and conduced it in triumph into Paris, gave him- 
felf up to the pleafure of defpifing it; and, not 
finding that he was rewarded in proportion to his 
glory and fervices, he was the firft to turn Mazarin 
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•into ridicule, to brave the queen, and infult that 
government which he difdained. It is laid, that 
he wrote to the cardinal, with this fuperfcription, 
A I'illuftrijfimo Signor Faquino: and that, being one 
day in his company, when he took his leave, he 
faid, Adieu, Mars. He encouraged the marquis de 
Jarfai to make a declaration of love to the queen, 
and was difgufted at her daring to be offended at 
it. He leagued with his brother the prince of 
Conti, and the duke de Longueville, who aban- 
doned the party of the Fronde. The duke of Beau- 

fort’s faction, at the beginning of the regency, had 
been called that of the Importants: Conde’s was 
named the party of Petits-maitres; becaufe their de- 
fire was to become matters of the ftate. The only 
memorials, now remaining of thefe troubles, are the 
name of petit-maitre; which, at this day, is applied 
to our youths of good families, but bad educations ; 
and the name of Frondeurs, which is applied to all 
cenfurers of the government. 

The coadjutor, who had declared himfelf an im- 
placable enemy to the minifter, fecretly reunited 
with the court, to obtain a cardinal’s cap; and fa- 
erificed the prince of Conde to the refentment of 
Mazarin: and that prince, who had defended the 
ftate againft its enemies, and the court againft re- 
bels; that Conde, who was at the height of glory, 
having, upon all occafions, behaved like an hero, 
and ever lliewn himfelf a man of great abilities; 
was feized and imprifoned, together with the prince 
of Conti, and the duke de Longueville. He might 
have governed the ftatc, if he would have conde- 
fcended to the arts of pleafing; but he rather chofe 
to be admired. The people of Paris, who had re- 
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newed their barricadoes, in defence of an old fu- 
perannuated counfellor, made the greateft rejoicings, 
when the hero, and the defender of France, was 
confined in the caftlc of Vincennes. 

One year after, thefe very Frondeurs, who had 
fold the great Conde, and the princes, to the timid 
revenge of Mazarin, forced the queen to open their 
priibns, and banilh her prime mini her out of the 
kingdom: and Conde, on his re-appearance in 
public, received the acclamations of thofe very 
people, whofe hatred againft him had been fo 
violent: but his prefence renewed the cabals and 
diifenfions. 

The kingdom continued in this hate of diforder 
and confufion fome years longer. The govern- 
ment always purfued meafures that were weak 
and uncertain; and it feemed probable it would, 
at laft, be fubverted: but the malecontents were in 
a conftant hate of difunion, which preferved the 
court. The coadjutor, who was fometimes a friend, 
and fometimes an enemy, to the prince of Conde, 
irritated part of the parliament and people againft 
him; had the impudence to make the queen the 
inftrument of his oppofition, and, at the fame time, 
to affront her, by obliging her to banifh cardinal 
Mazarin, who retired to Cologne. The queen, 
through a contradiction too common in weak go- 
vernments, was obliged, alternately, to receive his 
fervices, and his offences, and to nominate this ve- 
ry coadjutor for a cardinal, who had been the pro- 
moter of the barricadoes, and had compelled the 
royal family to retire out of the capital, and to 
befiege it. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Continuation of the civil war, to the end 

of the rebellion in 1654. 

O N D E at la ft refolved to begin a war, which, 
to have become mafter of the Hate, he fhould 

have commenced in the time of the Fronde; but 
which, if he had been a good fubjeft, he would 
never have commenced at all. He quitted Paris, 
and went to raife forces in Guienne, Poitou, and 
Anjou; and to beg afiiftance againft France from 
the Spaniards, to whom he had been the moft ter- 
rible fcourge. 

Nothing can better fhew the mcdnefs of thofe 
times, and the abfurdity or caprice which deter- 
mined all affairs, than what now happened to this 
prince. A courier was fent to him from Paris, 
with propofals to engage him to peace, and to re- 
turn. The courier made a miftake, and, inflead 
of going to Angerville, where the prince was, he 
went to Augerville. The letter, by this miflake, 
arrived too late; and Conde only faid, that, if he 
had received it fooner, he would have accepted 
the propofals of peace; but that fince he was now 
at a great diflance from Paris, it was not worth his 
while to return thither. And thus this miftake of 
the courier, and the mere caprice of the prince, 
again plunged France into a civil war. 

And now cardinal Mazarin, who even in his exile 
at Cologne had governed the court, re-entered the 
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kingdom, not fo much like a minifter who came to 
refume his poft, as like a fovereign who retook 
pofleflion of his dominions (a): he was efcorted by 
a little army of feven thoufand men, raifed at his 
own expence, or, rather, at the expence of France; 
for he had appropriated the public money to his 
own ufe. 

In a declaration publiihed at that time, it was told 
the king, that Mazarin had actually raifed thefe 
troops with his own money; which mu ft confute the 
opinion of thofe who have affirmed, that, at his firlt 
retirement out of the kingdom, he had been in a 
ftate of indigence. He gave the command of his 
little army to the marfhal d’Hoquincourt. All the 
officers wore green fcarfs, which was the colour of 
the cardinal’s livery. Each party had, indeed, its 
fcarf. The king’s was white : the prince of Conde’s 
wras the Ifabella colour. It is furprifing, that cardi- 
nal Mazarin, who till then had afFetted fo much 
modefly, Ihould have the boldnefs to make an army 
wear his livery, as though he had a party different 
from his mailer’s: but he could not refill the vanity 
of it, in which he was countenanced by the queen. 
The king, who wras now of age, together with his 
brother, went to meet him. 

Upon the firll advice of his return, Gallon d’Or- 
leans, the brother of Lewis XIII. who had demand- 
ed the banifhment of Mazarin, raifed troops in 
Paris, without well knowing wherein to employ 
them. The parliament renewed its arrets, pro- 
fcribed Mazarin, and fet a price upon his head. It 
was ncceffary to fearch the regillers, to find what 
was the price fet upon the head of an enemy to the 
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kingdom. It appeared, that, under Charles IX. 
fifty thoufand crowns had been promifed to who- 
ever Ihould bring admiral Coligny either dead or 
alive; and it was thought proper to proceed with 
great ferioufnefs and regularity, in putting the fame 
price upon the ailallination of the cardinal prime 
minifter. But this profcription tempted no one to 
an acqtiifition of the fifty thoufand crowns, which, 
after all, would not have been paid. In anjrother 
nation, and at any other time, fuch an arret would 
probably have been executed; but this became 
only the fubject of new pleafantries. The Blots 
and the Marignys, wits of that time, who difiufed 
gaiety and mirth into thefe tumults and troubles, 
caufed papers to be fixed up in Paris, promifing an 
hundred and fifty thoufand livres, to be divided; fo 
much to whoever fhould flit the cardinal’s nofe; fo 
much for an ear; fo much for an eye; and fo much 
for making him an eunuch. This ridicule was the 
only efieft of the profcription. Nor did the cardinal, 
on his fide, employ either poifon or aflaffination 
againft his enemies; and notwithftanding the inve- 
teracy and violence of fo many different parties and 
the private animofities which fubfifted, there were 
not many great crimes committed. The chiefs of 
the parties were not cruel, nor the people furious; 
for this was not a religious war. 

That infatuation, which was fo univerfal at this 
time, fo intirely poflefled the whole body of the 
parliament of Paris, that, after having folemnly de- 
creed an aflaflination, which was laughed at, it ilfued 
an arret, by which feveral counfellors were to tranf- 
port themfelves upon the frontiers, to oppofe the 
army of cardinal Mazarin; that is, the royal army. 
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Two counfellors were fo imprudent as to go with 
fome peafants to break down the bridges over which 
the cardinal was to pals; and were made prifoners 
by the king’s troops; but they were prefently re- 
leafed, and became the jeft and ridicule of all par- 
ties. 

At the fame time when the parliament proceeded 
to thefe extremities againfl the king’s minifter, it 
declared the prince of Conde, who had taken arms 
only againlt this minifler, guilty of high-treafon; 
and, through a contradiction which all the former 
proceedings render credible, it ordered thenew-raifed 
troops of Gallon duke of Orleans to march again!! 
Mazarin; and, at the fame time, prohibited the 
taking of any money out of the public treafury to 
pay them. 

Indeed, nothing better could be expected from a 
company of magiltrates, who thus afted out of 
their fpbere, not knowing either their rights, or their 
real power; unlkilled both in politics and war; af- 
fembling and deciding in tumult; and fiding with 
parties which the day before they had not thought 
of, and at which they were themfelves afterwards 
aftonilhed. 

The parliament of Bordeaux was at this time at 
the devotion of the prince of Conde; but it ob- 
ferved a more uniform con duff: for, being much 
farther from court, it was lefs agitated by contend- 
ing parties. 

But more conlrderable objefts now interefled the 
whole kingdom of France. 

Conde, being leagued with the Spaniards, had 
taken the field againfl the king; and Turenne, 

Vol. I. G 
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having quitted thofe Spaniards with whom lie had 
been defeated at Retel, had made his peace with 
the court, and again commanded the royal army. 
The exhauded condition of the finances did not 
permit either party to have numerous forces: but 
the fate of the kingdom was as much decided by 
leiTer numbers. There are times when an hundred 
thoufand men are fcarce able to take two towns 
in a campaign: and there are others, wherein an 
engagement between feven or eight thoufand will 
be fufficient to overturn or edabliih a crown. 

Lewis XIV. who was brought up in adverfity, 
went, together with his mother, his brother, and 
cardinal Mazarin, from province to province, not 
having near fo many troops about his perfon, as he 
afterwards had in times of peace for his ordinary 
guard: and five or fix thoufand men, part of them 
fent from Spain, and the red raifed by the partizans 
of the prince of Conde, purfued him into the heart 
of his kingdom. 

The prince of Conde, in the mean time, march* 
ed from Bordeaux to Montauban, took many 
towns, and every-where increafed his party. 

All the hopes of the court were centered in the 
marfhal de Turenne. The royal aimy was en* 
camped near Gjen, upon the river Loire, That 
of the prince of Conde was at fome leagues 
didance, under the command of the duke de Ne- 
mours, and the duke of Beaufort, The animo* 
fity, fubfiding between thefe two generals, was very 
near being fatal to the prince’s party. The duke 
of Beaufort was incapable of the lead command: 
and the duke de Nemours was rather edeemed for 
his amiablenefs and bravery, than for his abilities, 
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They well nigh proved, between them, the rum of 
their army. The foldiers knew that the great 
Conde was at an hundred leagues diilance, and had 
already confidered themfelves as in a ftate of de- 
ftruction; when, at the dead of night, a courier 
appeared in the foreft of Orleans before the ad- 
vanced guards. The centinels prefently difeovered, 
that this courier was no other than the prince of 
Conde himfelf, who, through a thoufand dangers 
and adventures, had come in difguife from Agen, 
to put himfelf at the head of his army. 

His prefence alone did a great deal, and this tm- 
expected arrival much more. He knew, that what- 
ever is fudder, and unhoped for, animates and 
tranfports mankind; and he therefore inflantly 
took advantage of that courage and confidence 
which he had infpired. The great talent of this 
prince in war confided in forming the bolded refo- 
lutions in an indant, and in executing them with 
equal prudence and celerity. 

The royal army was feparated into two bodies. 
Conde (£) fell upon that which was at B’.enau, coir- 
manded by the marihal d’ Hoquincourt; and this 
body was difperfed almod as foon as attacked. 
Turenne could not be informed of it; and Mazarin 
ran in a fright, and in the middle of the night, to 
Cien, to wake the king, who was alleep, and tell 
him what had happened. The news threw his little 
court into the greated condernation ; and it was at 
lad propofed to (ave the king by flight, and pri- 
vately conduct him to Bourges. The victorious 
Conde drew near to Gien; and his approach in- 

(bj April list. 
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creafed the dread and defpair of the court: but 
Turenne encouraged them by his firmnefs, and 
faved them by the prudence of his conduct: for he 
made fo good a difpofition of his little remains of 
troops, and took his advantage of the fituation and 
time fo happily, that he prevented Conde from pur- 
fuing his advantage. It was difficult, upon this 
occalion, to decide which gained the greateft ho- 
nour : Conde, in being victorious, or Turenne, in 
depriving him of the -fruits of his victory. It is 
true, that, in this battle of Blenau, fo long cele- 
brated in France, there were not four hundred men 
killed; but the prince of Conde was not the lefs 
near making himfelf mailer of the whole royal fa- 
mily, and of getting into his power his enemy car- 
dinal Mazarin. Greater interefls, or a more immi- 
nent danger, could fcarce ever depend on fo incon- 
ftderable an engagement. 

Conde, who did not flatter himfelf he Ihould fur- 
prife Turenne, as he had furprifed Hoquincourt, 
caufed bis -army to march fpeedily towards Paris, 
there to enjoy his glory in the favourable difpofitions 
of a blind people. Their admiration of this lall bat- 
tle, all the circumftances of which were exaggerat- 
ed, their hatred again!! Mazarin, and the name and 
prefence of the great Conde, feemed at firfl: to ren- 
der him abfolute mailer ol the capital. But divi- 
fion reigned in the minds of all, and each party 
was fubdivided into factions, which generally hap- 
pens in all troubles. The coadjutor, who was now 
become cardinal de Retz, being in appearance re- 
conciled to the court, which was afraid oi him, and 
in which he did not confide, was no longer the ma- 
iler of the people, nor the principal leader among 
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them. He governed the duke of'Orleans, and op* 
pofed Conde. The parliament fluctuated between 
the court, the duke of Orleans, and the prince; 
but all were unanimous in exclaiming againft Ma- 
zarin: every one fecretly purfued his private in- 
terefts: the people was a tempeftuous fea, the waves 
of v/hich were tofled about by fo many contrary 
winds. The (brine of St. Genevieve was carried 
through Paris in proceflion, to obtain the expulfion 
of the cardinal minifter; and the populace made no 
doubt the faint would work this miracle, as well as 
grant rain. 

Nothing was feen but negotiations between the 
chiefs of the parties, deputations from the parlia- 
ment, aflemblies of the chambers, feditions among 
the people, and the whole country in arms. They 
kept guard before the gates of monaftries. The 
prince had called in the Spaniards to his afliftance, 
Charles IV. that duke of Lorrain, who was driven 
out of his dominions, and whofe foie remainder of 
power or fortune was an army of eight thoufand 
men, which he fold annually to the king of Spain, 
came to Paris with this army. Cardinal Mazarin 
offered him more money to return than the prince 
of Conde had given him to come; and therefore 
the duke of Lorrain foon retired out of France, 
having laid it wafte in his paflage, and carried away 
with him the money of both parties. 

Conde now remained in Paris with a power which 
diminished daily, and an army yet more weak. 
Turenne cunduftcd the king and his court towards 
the capital; and the king, at fifteen years of age, 
from the fummit of Charonne, beheld the battle 
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of St. Antony, wherein thefe two generals with 
fo few troops performed fo great things, that both 
their reputations, which already appeared too great 
to be increafed, were yet more exalted by them. 

The prince of Conde, with a few lords of his 
party, followed by a fmall body of foldiers, fu,- 
flained and repulfed the attack of the royal army. 
The king and Mazarin beheld this engagement 
from an eminence. The duke of Orleans, being 
doubtful what party to embrace, remained in his 
palace of Luxembourg. Cardinal de Retz was can- 
toned in his archbithopric. The parliament wait- 
ed the event of the battle, before they publUhed 
any decree. The people who, upon this occafion, 
equally feared the troops both of the king and 
prince, had doled the city-gates, and would fulfer 
none either to enter or go out; while the greateft 
perfonages in France were engaged in battle, and 
{bedding their blood in the fuburbs. It was here 
v here the duke of Rochfaucault, fo illuftrious for 
his courage and fine genius, received a flroke be- 
low his eyes, which made him loft his fight for fome 
time. There was nothing to be feen but young no- 
blemen killed or wounded, whom they were carry- 
ing to the gate of St. Antony, which thofe within 
yefufed to open. 

At laft Mademoifelle (e), the daughter of Carton, 
ffpoufed the party of Conde, whom her father 
dared not to artift; caufed the gates to be opened 
to receive the wounded, and had the boldnefs to 
direfl the cannon of the Bartiile to be fired upon 
the king’s troops. The royal army retired; and 
all that Conde gained was glory: but Mademoifelle, 
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by this violent action, for ever ruined herfelf with 
the king her coufin: and Cardinal Mazarin, who 
knew her extreme dt h e to efpoufe a crowned head, 
upon this occalion, laid, Ihafe cannon have killed 
her husband. 

Moft of our hiftorians give their readers nothing 
but relations of battles, and the prodigies of cou- 
rage and policy: but whoever knows what fhame- 
ful refources were ufed upon this occafion, into 
what mifery the people were plunged, aad to 
what meannefles the chiefs of both parties were 
reduced, will regard the heroes of that time ra- 
ther with pity than admiration. We may be en- 
abled to judge of this from what is related by 
Gourville, who was attached to the prince. He 
confefles, that, to obtain money, he had robbed 
the receiver’s office, and that he feizcd a certain 
pofl-mafter in his lodgings, and made him pay a 
ranfom for his liberty; and thefe violences, he af- 
furts us, were very common. 

After the bloody and fruitlefs battle of St. 
Antony, the king was unable to re-enter Paris; 
and the prince could not continue in it long. A 
popular tumult, joined to the murder of feveral 
citizens, of which he -was believed to be the author, 
rendered him odious to the people. Is'everthelefs, 
he had his party in the parliament. This body, 
being then but little intimidated by a court w'hich 
wandered about, and was in a manner driven out 
of its capital, and which vcas diftrefied by the ca- 
bals of the duke of Orleans, and the prince, by an 
arret (r/), declared the duke of Orleans lieutenant- 
general of the kingdom, though the king was of 

(O Ju,y. i6$u 



63 THE AGE OF Ch. 4. 

age. The fame title had been given to the duke de 
Mayenne in the time of the League. The prince of 
Gonde was ftiled generaliilimo of the armies. The 
court, in a rage, ordered the parliament to be tranf- 
ferred to Pontoife; which only fome of the coun- 
fellors obeyed: fo that now there were two parlia- 
ments, who difputed each other’s authority, and 
iffued contradictory arrets; by which they would 
have rendered themfelves contemptible to the peo- 
ple, had not they always continued unanimous iii 
demanding the expulfxon of Mazarin: fo much did 
a hatred againft this minifter then appear to be an 
eflential duty in a Frenchman. 

There were none of the parties at this time but 
what were in a weak condition: that of the court 
was as weak as any of them: they were all in want 
both of men and money: tumults and faflions in- 
creafed; and engagements between the parties had 
only produced lolfes and vexation. The court was 
again forced to facrifice Mazarin (e), whom the whole 
nation accufed as the caufe of the troubles, though 
he was really only the pretence. He quitted the 
kingdom a fecond time; and, to encreafe the lhame 
of it, the king publifhed a declaration, wherein he 
acknowleged, that, though he parted with his mi- 
nifter, he was pleafed with his fervices, and regret- 
ted his exile. 

Charles the ftrft, king of England, had loft his 
head upon a fcaffbld, for having, at the beginning 
of the troubles, faciificed the blood of his friend 
Strafford to his parliament. Lewis XIV. on the 
contrary, became the peaceable mafter of his king- 
dom, by differing the exile of Mazarin. And thus 
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the fame weaknefies were the caufes of very differ- 
ent eflefts. The king of England, by abandoning 
his favourite, emboldened a people, who breathed 
nothing but war, and who hated kings: but Lewis 
XIV. (or rather the queen-rnother) by banithing 
the cardinal, took away all pretence for fedition 
from a people that were weary of war, and who 
were lovers of regal dominion. 

The cardinal was no fooner departed for Bouillon, 
which was the place of his new retreat, than the 
citizens of Paris voluntarily fent a deputation to the 
king, to beg his majefty would return into his ca- 
pital. He accordingly entered it, and every thing 
appeared fo peaceable, that it w'as difficult to ima- 
gine how a few days before every thing could have 
been in fuch confufion. Gallon of Orleans, unfor- 
tunate in his enterprizes, which he never knew how 
to execute, was confined at Blois, where he paffed 
the remainder of his days in repentance; and wras 
the fecond of the fons of Henry the great, wfio died 
without obtaining great glory. Cardinal de Retz, 
who perhaps was as imprudent as he was lofty and 
audacious, was feized in the Louvre; and, after 
being removed from prifon to prifon, he wandered 
about a long time, and at lafl ended his days in a 
retreat, in which he acquired thofe virtues, to which 
his great courage, in the variety and agitation of 
his actions and fortunes, had rendered him a flran- 
ger. 

Some counfellors, who had the mofl remarkably 
abufed their power, were punilhed for their beha- 
viour by exile: others confined themfelves within 
the bounds of their employment as magiflrates; 
and fomc of them returned to their duty, in confi- 
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deration of an annual fum of five hundred crowns, 
which were privately paid them by Fouquet, pro- 
curor-general and fuperintendant of the finances f. 

In the mean time, the prince of Conde, though 
abandoned by almoft all his partifans in France, and 
but ill alfilled by the Spaniards, continued an un- 
fuccefsful war upon tire frontiers of Champagne. 
Some diflurbances a!fo continued in Bourdeaux; but 
they wee foon quelled. 

The tranquillity of the kingdom wras reftored 
by the baniihment of cardinal Mazarin : neverthelefs, 
though he had been forced to retire by the univer- 
fal clamours of the people, and by an exprefs de- 
claration from the king, yet Lewis prefently after 
fending for him f/), Mazarin returned, and was afto- 
nilhed to find that he entered Paris with the fame 
power as before, and without the lea ft disturbance. 
Lewis XIV. received him as his father, and the 
people as their mafter. An entertainment was made 
for him in the Hotel-de-ville, in the midft of the 
acclamations of the citizens; and, on this occafion, 
he threw money among the populace: but it is 
faid, that, in his joy for fo happy an exchange, he 
exprefted a contempt for our inconftancy. The 
parliament, though it had before fet a price upon 
his head, as upon a public robber, now fent depu- 
ties to compliment him: and this very parliament 
foon after condemned the prince of Conde to lofe 
his life for contumacy. Such changes are common 
in Inch circumftances; but this w’as more mortify- 
ing than ufual, as, by their arrets, they condemned 
a perfon in whole crimes they had themfelves fo 
long participated. 

| Memoirs de. Gourville. CfJ March iCjj. 
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The cardinal, who haflened this condemnation 
of Conde, foon after married one of his nieces to 
the prince of Conti, Conde’s brother; which was 
a proof, that the power of this miniller was now 
becoming boundlefs. 

CHAPTER V. 

The ftate of France, to the death of Car* 

dinal Mazarin, in 1661. 

HILE the ftate had been thus diftra&ed 
and torn within, it had been attacked and 

weakened from without. The fruits of the battles 
of Rocroi, Lens, and Norlingen, were all loft. 
The important fortrefs of Dunkirk wras retaken by 
the Spaniards, who alfo drove the French out of 
Barcelona, and retook Cafal in Italy (rf). Yet not- 
withftanding the diforders of a civil, and the bur- 
den of a foreign war, Mazarin wras fo hapR,y_as to 
conclude that celebrated peace of Weftphalia (£), by 
which the emperor and the empire fold to the king 
and crown of France the fovereignty of Alface, for 
three millions of livres, payable to the archduke; 
which fum makes fix millions of the prefent money 
of France. By this treaty alfo, which became the 
bafis of all future treaties, a new deflorate was 
created in favour of the houfe of Bavaria. The 
rights of all the princes, the imperial towms, and 
the privileges of the moft inconfiderable of the Ger- 
mans, were confirmed. The emperor’s power was 
confined wdthin narrow bounds, and the French, 
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being united with the Swedes, became the legi(la- 
tors of Germany. But this glory, obtained by 
France, was due, at leaf! in part, to the arms of 
Sweden ; for Guftavus Adolphus had given the firft 
Brock to the imperial power; and his generals had 
puflred their conquells very confiderably under the 
government of his daughter Chriflina. Her ge- 
neral, Wrangel, alfo was upon the point of enter- 
ing Auftria: and count Konigfmark had become 
mailer of one half of the city of Prague, and 
was befieging the other, when this peace was 
concluded. And, to humble the emperor in 
this manner, coil France very little more than a 
million, paid annually to the Swedes. Sweden, 
by thefe treaties, did, indeed, gain greater ad- 
vantages than France; for fire obtained Pomera- 
nia, together with many towns, and a conilderable 
fum of money. She alfo forced the emperor to 
transfer certain benefices, which belonged to the 
Roman catholics, into the hands of the Lutherans. 
Rome exclaimed againll this as an impiety, and de- 
clared that the caufe of God was betrayed. But 
the Proteflants, on the contrary, boafted they had 
fanfifified the peace by thus robbing the Papiils. 
All mankind fpeak as they arc prompted by their 
Interefts. 

Spain was not included in this peace, and for 
good reafons; for, perceiving that France was 
plunged in civil wars, the Spanifh minifler hoped 
to reap advantage from our divifions: and the Ger- 
man troops, being now difengnged, became an ad- 
ditional fuccour to the Spaniards, the emperor, in 
four years time from the. peace of Weftphalia, cauf- 
cd near thirty thoufand men to march into Flap- 
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ders; which was a manifcft violation of the treaties; 
but, indeed, treaties are feldom executed otherwife. 

In this treaty of Weftphalia, the minifters of the 
court of Madrid had the addrefs to conclude a fe- 
parate peace with Holland; and the Spanifli mon- 
archy at laft thought itfelf happy in acknowleging 
as fovereigns, and no longer having for its ene- 
mies, thofe whom it had fo long treated as rebels, 
unworthy of pardon. Thefe republicans increafed 
their riches, and ftrengthened their peace and their 
power, by concluding a peace with Spain, without 
breaking with France. 

They became fo powerful, that, in a war which 
they had fome time after with England, (c) they fent 
out a fleet of an hundred fhips of the line; and the 
viftory frequently remained doubtful between Blake 
the Englifh admiral, and the Dutch admiral Tromp, 
who were by fea, w’hat the Condes and Turennes 
were by land. France, at that time, had not ten 
fliips of fifty guns in a condition to put to fea; 
and her marine was declining daily. 

Lew'is XIV. therefore in 1 65 3. found himfelf ab- 
folute mailer of a kingdom, which was not yet reco- 
vered from the (hocks it had received; which was fill- 
ed with diforders in every part of the adminiflration, 
but which neverthelefs had great refources; defiitute 
even of one fingle ally, except Savoy, to enable him 
to maintain an offenfive war; and having no longer 
any foreign enemies, except Spain, which was then 
even in a v'orfe condition than France. All the 
people of France, who ha-d been engaged in the 
civil war, were fubjefled, or returned voluntarily to 
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their duty, except the prince of Conde, and fome 
few of his partifans; one or two of which conti* 
nued conftant to him through friend/hip, or great- 
fiefs of foul; fuch as the counts de Coligni and 
Bouteville; and the others, becaufe the court re- 
fufed to purchafe them at too high a price. 

Conde, now become general of the Spanifh ar- 
mies, was unable to reflore a party which he had 
himfelf weakened, by the dellruftion of their in- 
fantry in the battles of Rocroi and Lens. He fought 
at the head of new forces, of which he was not 
matter, againft the old French regiments, which had 
learned to conquer under him, and which were 
commanded by Turenne. 

It was the fortune of Turenne and Conde to be 
always victorious, when they fought at the head of 
the French, and to be vanquifbed when they com- 
manded the Spaniards. Turenne, when from ge- 
neral to the king of France, he had made himfelf 
lieutenant to Don Ettevan de Gamarra, had Icarce 
been able to fave the fhattered remains of the Spa- 
nifh army in the battle of Retel. 

The prince of Conde had the fame fate before 
Arras (/): he and the archduke belieged that city. 
Turenne attacked them in their camp, and forced 
their lines: the troops of the archduke w^ere put to 
flight; and Conde, with two regiments of French 
and Lorrainians, alonce futtained the efforts of Tu- 
fenne’s army; and while the archduke was flying, 
he defeated the marfhal de Hoquincourt, repulfed 
the marfhal de la Ferte, and retreated vkttorioufly 
himfelf, by covering the retreat of the vanquifhed 
Spaniards. The king of Spain, in his letter to 

(J) Auguft 15. ids*- 



Ch. 5. LEWIS XIV. 75 

him, after this engagement, had thefe words: / 
have been informed that every thing was loft, and 
that you have faved all. 

It is difficult to determine what it is that gains 
or lofes battles; but it is certain, that Conde was 
one of the greateft genius’s in war that the world 
ever produced, and that the archduke and his coun- 
cil refufed to do any thing which Conde propoied 
in this engagement. 

The relieving of Arras, the forcing of the lines, 
and the defeat of the archduke, crowned Turenne 
with glory: but it is remarkable, that in the let- 
ter written in the king’s name to the parliament +, 
on occafion of this victory, the whole fuccefs of the 
campaign was attributed to Mazarin, and that the 
name of Turenne was not even mentioned. The 
cardinal had, indeed, been at fome leagues diftance 
from Arras, with the king; and he had even en- 
tered into the camp, at the fiege of Stenai, which 
Turenne had taken, before he fuccoured Arras. 
Councils of war had alfo been held in his prefence; 
and, on this foundation, he a (Turned to himfelf the 
honour of thefe great aftions; but this vanity made 
him appear fo ridiculous, that all the authority of 
bis miniftry could not efface it. 

The king was not prefent in the battle of Arras, 
though he might have been there. He had ap- 
peared in tire trenches at the fiege of Stenai; but 
Mazarin would not fuffer him further to expofe his 
perfon, whereon the repofe of the (fate, and the 
minifler’s power, feemed abfolutely to depend. 

On one fide, Mazarin, the abfolute mafter of 
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France, and of the young king; and, on the other, 
Don Lewis de Haro, who governed Spain, and 
Philip IV.; continued the war, under their mailers 
names, though but with little vigour on either part. 
Lewis XIV. was not yet known in the world; 
and the king of Spain had never been remarkable. 
There was not a fingle crowned head in Europe, 
who had any ihare of perfonal glory. Chriilina 
queen of Sweden was the only potentate who go* 
verned by herfelf, and fupported the dignity of her 
throne, though abandoned, difregarded, or un- 
known, in the other nations of Europe. 

Charles II. king of England, who was a fugitive 
in France, with his mother and brother, brought 
with him his misfortunes, and his hopes. England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, were fubjeeled by a private 
perfon; and Cromwell, an ufurper, worthy to 
reign, bad adumed the title of proteftor, and not 
that of king; becaufe the Englifh knew how far 
the prerogative of their kings fhould extend, but 
were ignorant of the bounds to the authority of a 
proteflor. 

He eftablifhed his power, by knowing when it 
was proper to reltrain it: he made no attempts on 
thofe privileges, of which the people were jealous: 
foldiers were never quartered in the city of Lon- 
don: he impol'ed no taxes, that might occafion 
murmurs: he did not olfend the eyes of the pub- 
lic, by appearing with too great pomp and gran- 
deur: he did not indulge himielf in any pleafures: 
he accumulated no treafures: and he took care to 
have jullice adminiflered with that Uriel impartia- 
lity, which makes no dillinclion between the great 
and die finalL 
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The brother of Pantaleon, embaflador in Eng- 
land from the court of Portugal, thinking his li- 
centioufnefs would pafs unpunifhed, becaufe the 
perfon of his brother was facred, infulted certain 
citizens of London, and caufed one of them to be 
aflaffinated, to revenge the refinance of the others: 
but he was condemned to be hanged; and Cromwell, 
though he might have pardoned him, fuffered him 
to be executed; and the next day figned a treaty 
with the embaflador. 

Commerce had never been fo flourifliing, or fo 
free, before; and England had never before been 
fo rich. Her victorious fleets made her name re- 
fpecled throughout the world; while Mazarin, be- 
ing folely engaged in enriching himfelf, and in- 
creafmg his own power, fuffered the juflice, the 
commerce, the marine, and even the finances, of 
France, to languifh and decay. Being mafler of 
France, as Cromwell was of England after the civil 
war, he might have done that for the country which 
he governed, which Cromwell had done for his: but 
Mazarin was a foreigner; and, as he had not the 
barbarity, neither had he the grandeur of foul, which 
Cromwell poflefled. 

All the nations of Europe, which had negleffed 
the alliance of England, under the reigns of James I. 
and Charles, follicited it under the protector: and 
queen Chriflina herfelf, though fire detefted the 
murder of Charles I. entered into an alliance with 
the tyrant whom fhe eftecmed. 

Mazarin and Don Lewis de Haro ufed all their 
arts of policy, to unite themfelves with the pro- 
testor; and Cromwell, for fomc time, enjoyed the 
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fatisfaftion of feeing himfelf courted by the two 
moil powerful kingdoms, in Europe. 

The Spaniih minifter offered to affift him in 
taking Calais : Mazarin propofcd to him the fiege 
of Dunkirk, and the putting of-that place in his 
poffeffion: and thus Cromwell had his choice of 
the keys both of France and Flanders. He was 
alfo follkited by the prince of Conde; but he re- 
fufed to negotiate with a prince, who had nothing 
left but his title, and who was without a party in 
France, and without pow'er among the Spaniards. 

The protector declared himfelf, at laft, for France; 
but without concluding any particular treaty, and 
without making any previous partition of conquefts; 

for he propofed to make his mfurpation remarkable 
by greater enterprizes. His defign was, to deprive 
the Spaniards of America ; but they received time- 
ly notice of it. CromweH’s admirals, neverthelefs, 
took Jamaica from them (e) ; which iiland the 
Engliih ilill poffefs, and which fecures their com- 
merce in the new vrorld. It was not till after the 
expedition to Jamaica, that Cromwell figned his 
treaty with the king of France; which he did, 
without making as yet any mention of Dunkirk. 
The proteftor treated with him as his equal, and 
forced the king to acknowlege his title of pro- 
te&or. His fecretary figned the treaty, before the 
plenipotentiary of France ; and he adled like a real 
fuperior, by obliging the king of France to caufe 
Charles II. and the duke of York, who were the 
grahdfons of Henry IV. and to whom fiance 
owed an afylum, to depart out of his dominions. 

While Mazarin was concluding this treaty, 
(e) May 165 j. 
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Charles II. demanded one of his nieces in mar- 
riage : but the bad ftate of his affairs, which com- 
pelled this piince to fuch a behaviour, alfo drew 
upon him a refufal: and the cardinal has even 
been fufpefted of a defign to get the niece, which 
he refufed to the king of England, married to the 
fon of Cromwell. It is, at lead, certain, that, when 
Mazarin afterwards perceived it became lefs difficult 
for Charles II. to regain his crown, he renewed the 
propofal of marriage, and was refufed in his turn. 

Henrietta of France who wras the mother of 
thefe two princes, and the daughter of Henry the 
Great, having been in France for fome time, with- 
out any fupport, was reduced to the neceffity of 
requelling the cardinal to follicit Cromwell, that 
he would, at lead, pay her jointure. This was 
certainly the fevered of all humiliations, to be 
compelled to beg a fubfidence from the man who 
had fired her hufband’s blood upon a fcaffold. 
Mazarin made fome faint follicitations in Eng- 
land, in the name of this queen ; and foon after 
informed her, that they had been without fuccefs. 
Henrietta, therefore, continued at Paris, in a date 
of poverty, and under the drame of having im- 
plored the pity of Cromwell; and her children en- 
tered into the army of Conde, and Don John of 
Audria, to learn and praftife the art of war againd 
France, which had abandoned them. 

The children of Charles I. being obliged to re- 
tire out of France, had taken refuge in Spain. The 
Spanidv miniders in all the foreign courts, and par- 
ticularly at Rome, loudly exclaimed, both in writ- 
ing, and in their difeotirfes, againd a cardinal, who 
had thus, fuid they, facrificed all law's, both divine 
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and hnman, and all honour and religion, to the 
murderer of a king; and who ha-d banilhed out of 
France Charles II. and the duke of York who were 
the coufins of Lewis XIV. to pleafe their father’s 
executioner. In anfwer to thcfe exclamations of the 
Spaniards, only the offers were produced, which 
they themfelves had made to the protector. 

The war in Flanders conflantly continued with 
various fuccefs. Turenne having, in conjunction 
with the marfhal de la Ferte, befieged Valenciennes, 
he experienced the fame reverfe of fortune, which 
Conde had fuffered before Arras. The prince, 
being feconded, upon this occafion, by Don John 
of Auftria, who was more worthy to fight by his 
fide than the archduke, f/j forced the lines of mar- 
fhal de la Ferte, took him, prifoner, and delivered 
Valenciennes. 

Turenne now did what Conde had formerly 
done, in a defeat of the fame kind. He faved 
the vanouifhed army, and every-where fuftained 
the attacks of the enemy; and, even in a month 
after, he befieged and took the little town of La 
Capelle; which, perhaps, was the firft time a van- 
quifhed army dared to undertake a fiege. This 
celebrated march of Turenne, after which la Ca- 
pelle was taken, was eclipfed by another march, 
frill more glorious, by the prince of Conde: Tu- 
renne had no fooner befieged Cambray, than Conde, 
at the head of two thoufand cavalry, pierced through 
the army of the befiegers; and, having vanquished 
whoever offered to oppofe his paffage, fgj he threw 
himfclf into the city; the inhabitants of which 
received their deliverer upon their knees. Thus 

CfJ July 17. icrs. (i) May 3°- 
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thefe two great generals, being oppofcd againft 
each other, difplayed the various refources of'their 
genius. They were admired in their retreats, as 
well as in their victories, in their good conduct, 
and even in their errors, which they always knew 
how to repair. Their abilities, by turns, put a 
flop to the progrefs of both parties; but the dif- 
order which reigned in the finances, both of France 
and Spain, was a flill greater obllade to their fuc* 
cefs. 

The alliance concluded with Cromwell, at laft, 
gained France a more difiinguifhed fuperiority: 
on one fide admiral Blake burnt the Spaniih gal- 
leons, near the Canaries, and deprived them of 
the only treafures with which the war could be 
fupported: on another fide, twenty Engliih fbips 
blocked up the port of Dunkirk; and Turenne’s 
arm}- was reinforced by fix thoufand veterans, who 
had efiecled the revolution in England. 

Dunkirk, which was the mofl important fortrefs 
in Flanders, was befieged, both by fea and land. 
Conde and Don John of Auflria, having affembled 
their forces, appeared to relieve the place. The 
eyes of all Europe were fixed on this event. Car- 
dinal Mazarin conducted Lewis XIV. near the 
theatre of war; but would not fufier him to enter 
upon it, though he was now near twenty years old. 
He was at Calais, while his army attacked that of 
Spain, near the Dunes, and gained the moft glo- 
rious victory that had been obtained lince the 
battle of Rocroi (/>'). 

1 he genius of the prince of Conde could not, 
on this occafion, do any thing againft the fuperior 

June 14. 1658. 
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troops of France and England. The Spanilh army 
was deftroyed; and Dunkirk foon after furren- 
dered. The king haftened, with his minifter, to 
fee the garrifon march out. The cardinal did 
not permit Lewis XIV. to appear either as a ge- 
neral, or a king: he had no money to diftribute 
among the troops; nor had fcarce a houlhold of 
his own: for, when he was in the army, he was 
always at the tables either of Mazarin or Turenne. 

This negleft of the royal dignity did not, in 
Lewis XIV. proceed from any contempt of gran- 
deur; but from the confufed ftate of his affairs, 
and the care which Mazarin took to unite all fplen- 
dor and authority in himfelf. 

Lewis entered Dunkirk, only to deliver it up to 
Lockhart, the embaffador of Cromwell. Maza- 
rin attempted, by his fineffe, to elude the treaty, 
and avoid giving up the place: but Lockhart me- 
naced ; and Englifh refolution got the better of Ita- 
lian addrefs. 

It is affirmed by many perfons, that the car- 
dinal, who attributed the affair of Arras to himfelf, 
endeavoured alfo to make Turenne cede to him 
the honour of the battle of Dunes. It is faid, that 
Du Bec-Crepin, count de Moret, came from the 
minifler, to propofe to the general the writing of 
a letter, wherein it Ihor.ld appear, that the cardinal 
had, himfelf, regulated the whole plan of the 
operations: but Turenne rejedted this propofai 
with contempt, and refufed to fay that which 
would only have brought ffiame upon himfelf, as 
general, and ridicule upon the cardinal, as a church- 
man : and Mazarin, who had been guilty of this 
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weaknefs, had alfo that of continuing to be at vari- 
ence with Turenne, as long as he lived. 

Some time after the fiege of Dunkirk, Cromwell 
died, aged 55 years, in the midlt of the proje£b 
he was forming to ftrengthen his own power, and 
increafe the glory of his nation. He had humbled 
Holland, forced a treaty upon Portugal, vanquilh!^ 
ed Spain, and obliged France to folicit his fup- 
port. Not long before he died, being told with 
what haughtinefs his admirals had behaved at Lif- 
bon, he faid; l would have the Eng'ijh republic re- 
/petted as much as the Roman republic was of old. 
It is not true, that he affected the enthufiaft and the 
falfe prophet at his death, as has been reported by 
fome writers: and it is certain, that, in his death, 
he fhewed the fame unfhaken firmnefs of foul, 
which he had always manifefled in every aftion of 
his life. He was interred like a lawful monarch, 
and left behind him the reputation of a great king, 
under which he covered the crimes of an ufurper. 

Sir William Temple fays, that Cromwell, before 
his death, was defirous to unite with Spain againfl 
France; and, with the afMance of the Spanifh 
forces, to obtain Calais, as he had Dunkirk by the 
affiflance of the French. Such a defign was, in- 
deed, agreeable to his character and policy; and he 
\vould have rendered himfelf the idol of the peo- 
ple of England, by thus depriving of their princi- 
pal towns, one after the other, two nations, which 
were equally hated by his own. But death put a 
flop to his great defigns, his tyranny, and the gran- 
deur of England. 

It is remarkable, that the whole court of France 
went into mourning for Cromwell, except Ma- 
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demoifelle, who was the only perfon that did 
not pay this refpeft to the memory of the man 
who had murdered a king that was her rela- 
tion. 

Richard Cromwell fucceeded peaceably, and 
without oppofition, to the proteftorfaip of his 
father, in the fame manner as a prince of Wales 
would have fucceeded to a king of England. 

Richard (hewed, that the fate of a (late may fre- 
quently depend upon the charafter of a fingle man. 
His difpofition was quite different from that of 
Oliver Cromwell. He had all the gentlenefs of the 
focial virtues, and none of that intrepid ferocity, 
which facrifices all things to its own intereft. He 
might have preferved the inheritance which his fa- 
ther’s labour had obtained, if he would have put 
to death three or four of the principal officers in 
the army, who oppofed his elevation: but he ra- 
ther chofe to refign the government, than reign by 
committing adaffinations. He retired and lived 
privately, and in a manner unknown, to the age 
of 90 years, in a country, of which, for a few 
days, he had been the fovereign. Immediately 
after his refignation of the proteftorffiip, he went 
into France: and it is known, that, at Montpellier, 
the prince of Conti, brother to the great Conde, 
happening one day to converfe with him, without 
knowing him, laid: Oliver Cronrwell was a great 
man; but his J'on Richard was a wretch, not to know 
hew to enjoy the fruits of his father's crimes. Ne- 
verthelefs, Richard lived happily, which his father 
never had done. 

Some time before this, France beheld a yet more 
remarkable example of the contempt of royalty. 
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ChrifHna, queen of Sweden, came to Paris. She 
was a young queen, who was regarded with admi- 
ration, for having, at the age of twenty-feven 
years, renounced a fovereignty of which fire was 
worthy, for the fake of freedom and tranquillity. 
It is fcandalous in the proteftant writers to have 
faid, without the leaft foundation, that fire refigned 
her crown, only becaufe fire was unable to preferve 
it any longer. She had conceived the deiign at the 
age of twenty years, and waited feven years to 
bring it to maturity. Such a refolution, fo fupe- 
rior to vulgar ideas, and which fire had fo long 
meditated, ought to filence thofe who reproach her 
with ficklenefs, and an involuntary abdication. One 
of thefe reproaches does indeed defiroy the other: 
but the actions of great fouls are always fure to be 
attacked by little minds. 

To difeover the peculiar genius of this queen, 
we need only read her letters. In that which fire 
wrote to Chanut, formerly embalfador to her from 
France, fine exprelfes herfelf thus: “ I have pof- 
“ fdfed without vanity or ollentation; and I rcllgn 
“ with chearfulnefs: therefore, have no fears about 
“ me; for my happinefs is above the power of 
“ fortune.” To the prince of Conde fire wrote 
in thefe terms: “ I think myfeif as much honoured 
“ in your efteem, as by the crown which I have 
“ worn. If, after having refigned it, you think. 
“ me lefs worthy of it, I will then confefs, that the 
“ repofe I have fo ardently delired, cofts me dear: 
“ but I firall not, however, repent the having pur- 
“ chafed it, even at the expence of a crown; nor 
“ wall ever difgrace an action, which to me appear- 

V 0 t. I. I 
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“ ed fo laudable, by a mean and weak repentance; 
“ and if you fhould condemn me, all that I can 
u offer in my juflification, is, that I Ihould not 
“ have difregarded the favours which fortune had 
“ iliowered upon me, had I thought them necef- 
“ fary to my happinefs; and that I might have 

pretended even to the empire of the world, if I 
could have been as certain to fucceed, or die in 

w the attempt, as the great Conde.” 
Such was the genius of this fingular perfonage; 

and fuch was her fiile in writing French, though 
fhe had feldom fpoken it. She underflood eight 
languages: fhe had been the friend and difciple 
of Defcartes, who died in her palace at Stock- 
holm, after having been unable to obtain fo much 
as a penfion in France, where his works were even 
prohibited, only for the good things which they 
contained. She had drawn all thole ingenious per- 
fons of the age into Sweden, who could in any 
manner contribute to her information. The cha- 
grin of not finding any fuch among her own fub- 
jefts, had given her a difgufl againfl reigning over 
a people who were mere foldiers. She thought it 
better to live with men who cultivated their rational 
Faculties, than to command over thofe who were 
illiterate, and without genius. She had fludied all 
the fciences in a climate where they were then un- 
known. Her defign was to retire into the centre 
of them in Italy; and fhe came into France only in 
her way thither; for the arts had then made but little 
progrefs among us. Her tafle determined her to 
fix at Rome; and, with this defign, fhe quitted 
the Lutheran religion for the Catholic: fhe was 
indifferejaj with regard to either, and made no 
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fcruple to conform in appearance, to the fenti- 
ments of the people with whom Ihe intended to 
pafs her life. She refigned her crown in 1 654. 
and publicly performed the ceremony of her abju- 
ration at Infpruck. She was well received by the 
court of France, though there was not a woman in 
it with a genius equal to her own. The king faw 
her, and paid her great honours; but he fcarce 
fpoke to her: for, being brought up in ignorance, 
the good fenfe with which he was born, rendered 
him timid. 

Moft of the women, and others of the court, 
could perceive nothing farther in this philofophical 
queen, than that her head was not dre.Ted in the 
French falhion, and that (he danced ill. The moft 
fenfible people condemned her only for the murder 
of Monaldefchi, her gentleman ufhcr, whom, in a 
fecond journey which (he made to Paris, (he caufed 
to be aflahlnated at Fontainebleau. Whatever mieht O 
have been his crime with regard to her, as (lie had 
renounced her throne, (he had no longer any right 
to do herfelf juftice in this manner. It was not a 
queen that punifned a crime againfl the date, but 
a woman who finifhed an amour by a murder. The 
fhame and cruelty of this action tarniihed that phi- 
lofophy which had made her refign her crown. In 
England (lie would have been punifhed; but, in 
France, this infult on the king’s authority, againft 
the laws of nations, and againfl: humanity, was 
palled over in filence. 

After the death of Cromwell, and the depofi- 
tion of his fon, England for the fpace of a year, 
was in tire confufion of anarchy. Charles Gufta- 
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vus, on whom Chriftina had conferred the crown 
of Sweden, rendered himfelf formidable in the 
North, and in Germany. The Emperor Fer- 
dinand had died in 1657. and his fon Leopold, 
aged 17 years, who was king of Hungary and 
Bohemia, had not been elefted king of the Romans 
in his father’s life-time. Mazarin was defirous to 
make Lewis XIV. emperor: but the defign was 
chimerical; as it would be neceflary either to force 
or corrupt the eleftors: and France was neither 
rich enough to purchafe the empire, nor ftrong 
enough to obtain it by force. Accordingly, the 
firft overtures made at Frankfort by the marfnal de 
Crammont and Lionne were rejeffed as foon as 
propofed. Leopold was elected: and all that Ma- 
zarin’s policy could effect, was the conclufion of a 
league with the German princes, for the obfervation 
of the treaties of Munfter, and to curb the empe- 
ror’s authority over the empire. 

France, after the battle of Dunes, was powerful 
abroad, by the glory of its arms, and by the bad 
condition of the other European powers: but, at 
home it was exhaufted of money, and Hood in 
need of peace. 

The inhabitants of the feveral kingdoms of Eu- 
rope have fcarce ever any intereft in the wars of 
their fovereigns. Mercenary armies, railed by the 
order of a miniHer, and commanded by a general 
who blindly obeys him, often make feveral ruinous 
campaigns, while the kings, in whofe names they 
fight, conceive not the leall hope, or even defign, 
to deprive one another of their dominions. The 
vigors, though they are at ever fo much expence, 
never gain any thing of the vanquished: in the good 
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or ill fuccefs of their arms they are equally fufferers; 
and peace is almoft as necelfary to them after the 
moll: fignal viftory, as when their enemies have ta- 
ken their frontier towns. 

Two things were necelfary to be done by the 
cardinal to crown his miniltry with fuccefs; and 
thefe were to conclude a peace, and to fecure 
the tranquillity of the flate, by marrying the 
king. After the campaign of Dunkirk, this 
prince had been taken fo dangeroufly ill, that 
they were in great fears for his life. The car- 
dinal, who was not beloved by the king’s brother, 
in this danger, took the necelfary meafures to fecure 
his immenfe riches, and his retreat. On all thefe 
confiderations he determined to have Lewis XIV. 
married immediately. Two matches offered, the 
daughter of the king of Spain, and the princefs of 
Savoy: but the king’s affeftions w'ere engaged an- 
other way: he was paffionately in love with Made- 
moifelle Mancini, one of the cardinal’s nieces: 
and as he was born with a tender heart, and a firm- 
nefs in his refolutions, having alfo an high fpirit, 
and being without experience, it was more than 
probable he might refolve to marry his miftrefs. 

Madam de Motteville, who was the favourite of 
the queen-mother, and whofe memoirs have a great 
air of truth, pretends, that Mazarin was tempted 
to favour the king’s paffion, in hopes to place his 
niece upon the throne. He had before married an- 
other niece to the prince of Conti, and another to 
the duke de Mercoeur; and (he with whom Lewis 
XIV. u’as enamoured, had been demanded in mar- 
riage by the king of England. Thefe were all lb 
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many titles which might juftify his ambition. He 
contrived artfully to found the queen-mother on this 
head: I am afraid, faid he to her, that the king's 
pajfion will hurry him on to marry my niece. The 
queen, who was perfectly acquainted with the mi- 
nifter, perceived, that in his heart, he wifhed what 
he pretended to fear: and ihe anfwered him with 
the dignity of a princefs of the Auftrian blood, who 
•was the daughter, wife, and mother of kings; and 
with the indignation with which Ihe had for feme 
time been infpired by this miniiier, who affe&ed 
no longer to depend upon her: If the king was 
capable of cmimitting fo difhonottrabk an adlion, I 
would put rnyft f and my fecond fon, at the head of 
the whole nation, again/} you and the king. 

Mazarin, it is faid, never pardoned the queen 
for making this reply: but his prudence determin- 
ed him to conform to her fentiments; and he af- 
fumed to himfelf a kind of honour and merit from 
oppofing the paffion of Lewis XIV. though, indeed, 
his power did not want fupport from a queen of 
his own blood: befides, he feared the character of 
his niece; and therefore concluded he lliould efta- 
blifh his powder more firmly, by Hying from the 
dangerous glory of raifing his houfe to too great a. 
degree of elevation. 

He had fent Lionne into Spain, in the year 1 65 6. 
to folicit peace, and demand the infanta in mar- 
riage for the king; but Don Lewis de Haro, being 
perfuaded chat France was altogether as weak as 
Spain, had rejected the cardinal’s offers. The in- 
fanta, who w-as the king of Spain’s daughter by his 
firft marriage, was deiigned for young Leopold. 
The king of Spain, at tire time of his fecond roar- 
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riage, had only one fon, whofe unhealthy infancy 
endangered his life. It was therefore determined, 
that the infanta, who might probably become the 
heirefs of 1'uch great domains, fhould carry her right 
into the houfe of Aullria, and not into the houfe 
of an enemy. But at laft Philip IV. having another 
fon, Don Philip Profper, and his wife being again 
with child, the danger of giving the infanta to the 
king of France appeared lefs imminent, and the 
battle of Dunes rendered peace in a manner ne- 
celfary. 

The Spaniards promifed the infanta, and de- 
manded a fufpenfion of arms. Mazarin and Don 
Lewis met in the ille of Pheafants, upon the fron- 
tiers of France and Spain: but though the mar- 
riage of a king of France, and a general peace, 
were the ■object of their conferences, yet above a 
month was fpent in adjuiling the diificulties which 
arofe in regard to precedency, and other ceremo- 
nies. Cardinals conlidered themfelves as equal 
in dignity to kings, and fuperior to leffer fove- 
reigns: and France pretended, with the greatell 
appearance of juftice, to a pre-eminence over other 
kings : neverthelefs, Don Lewis de Haro infilled 
on an equality between himfelf and the cardinal, 
and between France and Spain. 

The conferences continued four months; and 
Mazarin and Don Lewis difplayed the utmofl: 
flrength of their policy. The cardinal’s confided 
in cunning, Don Lewis’s in circumfpedtion. The 
latter fcarce ever faid any thing; and what the for- 
mer faid w'as always equivocal. The genius of the 
Italian minifler difplayed itfelf in wanting to gain 
advantage by furprile, and that of the Spaniard iu 
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avoiding being furprifed. It is pretended Don Lewis 
faid of the cardinal, he is guilty of a great error in 
politics, in that he alivays (indies how to deceive. 

Such is the vichlitude of all human affairs, that 
not even two articles now fubfift of this famous 
Pyrenean treaty. The king of France retained 
Roulillon, which he always would have done with- 
out this peace. In regard to Flanders, the Spa- 
nith monarchy no longer polfelfes any thing there. 
We were at that time neceifarily the friends of Por- 
tugal ; but now we are fo no longer. All things 
are changed. And if Don Lewis de Haro then 
faid, the cardinal could deceive, we have ourfelves 
fince found, that he could forefee. He had long 
meditated an alliance between France and Spain ; 
as a proof of which that famous letter of his, writ- 
ten during the negotiations of Munftar, is cited. 
« If the moft Chriftian king could obtain the 
« Low-Countries and Franche-Comte, as a dowry 
“ with the infanta, then, notwithfhmding any re- 
« nunciation ihe may be obliged to make, we 
a might afpire to the Spanilh fucceffion; nor 
« would this be a very diilant expedfation, as there 
« is only the life of the prince her brother that can 
« exclude her from it.” This prince was Baltha- 

zar, who died in x 649. 
The cardinal was palpably deceived in fuppofmg, 

that the Low Countries and Franche-Comte might 
be given in marriage with the infanta: for not even 
a fingle town was llipulated as her dowry. On the 
contrary, a reftitution was made to the Spanilh 
monarchy of feveral confiderable towns, which had 
been conquered; as St. Omer, Ypres, Menin, Ou- 
denarde, and others. Some of thefe towns alfo 
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were retained. The cardinal was not miflaken in 
imagining the renunciation would one day be ufe- 
lefs; but then thofe, who attribute honour to him 
for this prediction, do alfo make him forefee, that 
prince Balthazar would die in 1 649.; that, after- 
wards, his three children, by his fecond marriage, 
would all die in their infancy; that Charles, the 
fifth of all thefe male children, would die without 
pofterity; and that this Auftnan king would one 
day make a will in favour of a grandfon of Lewis 
XIV. Mazarin, however, did forefee the confe- 
quence of renunciations, in cafe the male pofte- 
rity of Philip IV. fbould become extintt; and 
the reafonablenefs of his conjectures was juftified 
by very ftrange events, which happened more than 
fifty years after. 

It being probable, that Maria-Therefa would 
have thofe towns for her dowry, which were given 
up by France, fhe, by her marriage-contradt, had 
only five hundred thoufand crowns, though the ex- 
pence of receiving her upon the frontiers co(t the 
king a larger fum. Thefe five hundred thoufand 
crowns, which were then equal to two millions five 
hundred thoufand livres, were, neverthelefs, the 
fubjedt of great difputes between the two minifiers; 
and all that France received at lafl, amounted to 
no more than one hundred thoufand franks. 

This marriage was fo far from bringing any dther 
prefent or real advantage, belides that of peace, 
that the infanta renounced all her right which fhe 
might ever have to any of her father’s dominions. 
And this renounciation was ratified in the moll fo- 
lernn manner by Lewis XIV. who alfo caufed it to 
be regiftred in the parliament. 
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Thefe renunciations, and thefe five hundred thou* 
fand crowns, feem to be the ordinary conditions of 
marriage between the infantas of Spain and the 
kings of France. Anne of Aufiria, the daughter 
of Philip HI. was married to Lewis XIII. on thefe 

conditions: and when Ifabella, the daughter of 
Henry IV. was married to Philip IV. king of Spain, 
no more was ftipulated for her dowry than five hun- 
dred thoufand crowns, of which he never received 
any part: fo that it does not appear there was then 
any advantage in thefe grand matches; and the 

daughters of kings were married to kings, having 
fcarce a neceflary nuptial prefent. 

Charles IV. duke of Lorrain, of whom France 
and Spain had great caufe to complain, or, rather, 
who had himfelf great reafon to complain of them, 
was comprifed in this treaty; but he was included 
as an unfortunate prince, whom they puniihed be- 
caufe he could not make himfelf refpe&ed. France 
reftored him his territories, but demoUihed Nancy, 
and forbad him to have any forces. Don Lewis de 
Haro obliged cardinal Mazarin to get the prince of 
Conde pardoned, and again received into favour, 
by threatening to give him the fovereignty of Ro- 
croi, Catalet, and other places of which he was 
in pofTeflion. And thus France-gained thefe towns, 
and recovered the great Conde, both together. 
Conde had loft his poll: of grand-mafter of the 
king’s houfhold, and returned deftitute of every 
thing but glory. 

Charles II. titular king of England, who was 
then more unfortunate than the duke of Lorrain, 
came within a fmall diflance of the Pyrenees, 
where this peace was negotiating; and implored 
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the affiftance of Don Lewis and Mazarin. He flat- 
tered himfelf, that their matters, who were his 
coufin-germans, being reconciled, would at laft dare 
to revenge what ought to be regarded by all fove- 
reigns as their common caufe; more cfpecially as 
Cromwell was now no more: but he could not fo 
much as obtain an interview, either with Mazarin 
or Don Lewis. Lockhart, the embaflador of 
Cromwell, was at St. John de Luz, and made him- 
felf ftill refpeck'd even after the protcftor’s death; 
for the two minifters, through fear left they fhould 
offend this embaflador, refufed to fee Charles II. 

They thought his reftoration impoffible; and that 
all the Englifh parties, though divided among them- 
felves, would unanimoutty agree never again to ac- 
knowlege kings. But they were both miftaken; 
for fortune, a few months after, did that which 
thefe two minifters might have had the glory of 
undertaking. Charles was recalled into his domi- 
nions by the Engliih; and not a Angle potentate of 
Europe ever endeavoured to prevent the father’s 
murder, or favour the reftoration of his fon. He 
was received at Dover by twenty thoufand of his 
fubjefts, who fell upon their knees before him : and 
I have been told by fome old men, who were of 
this number, that hardly any of thofe who were 
prefent could refrain from tears. Perhaps there 
never was fo tender a fcene between a king and his 
people, or a more fudden revolution. It was over 
in much lefs time than was employed in the conclu- 
fion of the Pyrenean treaty; and Charles II. was 
in peaceable pofleffion of England, before Lewis 
XIV. was married even by proxy. 

Mazarin at laft returned to Paris, v. ith the king 
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and the new queen. A father, who fliould have 
married his fon without fuffering him to partake of 
his patrimony, would not have done otherwife than 
Mazarin did upon this occafion: he returned more 
powerful, and more jealous of his power, and even 
of his honour, than ever. He no longer gave 
precedency to the princes of the blood, as former- 
ly; and he, who had treated Don Lewis de Haro 
as his equal, now treated the great Conde as his 
inferior. He appeared, upon all occafions, with the 
grandeur and pomp of royalty, having, befides his 
other guards, a company of foot, which is now the 
king’s fecond company of mufqueteers. Accefs to 
him was no longer free and open; and if any one 
was fo bad a courtier, as to beg a favour of the 
king, he was ruined. The queen-mother, who had 
fo long been the obflinate proteftrefs of Mazarin 
againft France, was deprived of her power as foon 
as he found he had no longer any occalion for her. 
The king her fon, being brought up in a blind fub- 
miffion to the minifter, was unable to lhake off that 
yoke which fhe had impofed both upon him and 
herfelf. She repented what Ihe had done; and 
Lewis XIV. while the cardinal lived, dared not to 
reign. 

A minifler is excufable for the evil which he does, 
when the government is forced into his hands by 
a tempeft; but, in a calm, he is culpable for not do- 
ing all the good which he might have done. Ma- 
zarin did fervice only to himielf, either directly, or 
in his family. Eight years of abfolute power, and 
unclillurbcd repofe, from the time of his lafl: return 
to that of his death, were not diftinguifhed by any 
glorious or ufeful eftablhhmcnt: for the college of 
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the four nations was the effeft only of his lafl: will. 
He governed the finances like the intendant of a 
lord that was greatly indebted to him. 

The king fometimes demanded money of Fou- 
quet, whofe anfwer was this: Sire, there is none in 
your tnajefly’s coffers; but the cardinal ■will lend you 
fome. Mazarin had amafied near two hundred 
millions of our prefent money. And we find it 
affirmed in feveral memoirs, that he gained part of 
it by fuch means as were beneath the dignity of his 
place. We are told by thefe writers, that he ffiared 
the profits arifing from prizes taken by privateers. 
This, however, was never proved; yet the Hol- 
landers fufpecied him of it; and they would never 
have fufpecled cardinal Richelieu. 

It is faid, that, at his death he had fome fcruples, 
though he afiefted an appearance of courage. He was 
at lead: under apprehenlions for his riches, of which 
he made an intire donation to the king; hoping, 
that his majefty wotild reftore them to him. And 
in this he was not deceived; for the king returned 
him the donation at the end of throe days. At lafi, 
however, the cardinal died ; and none but the king 
feemed to regret his lofs; for this prince had already 
learned to diffiemble. The yoke began to be in- 
fupportable to him; and he was impatient to reign. 
Iseverthelefs, he affected to appear grieved at that 
death which put him in pofieffion of his throne. 

Lewis XIV. and the court, appeared in mourn- 
ing for the death of Mazarin; an honour that was 
not common, though Henry IV. had fhewn it to 
the memory of Gabriel d’Etrees. 

We fhall not here enter into an examination, 

Vol. L K 
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whether the cardinal -was a great minifter, or not: 
his actions will declare what he was; and pofterity 
mull; form their judgment from them. But we can- 
not refrain from combating the opinion, which fup- 
pofes prodigious abilities, and a genius almoft di- 
vine, in thofe who have governed empires with 
fome degree of fuccefs. It is not a fuperior pene- 
tration that makes ftatefmen; it is their character. 

'Mankind, however inconfiderable their fhare of 
fenfe may be, all fee their own interefts nearly alike. 
A citizen of Bern or Amherdam, in this refpeft, is 
equal to Sejanus, Ximines, Buckingham, Richelieu, 
or Mazarin; but our conduct, and our entcrprizes, 
depend abfolutely on our natural difpofitions, and 
our fuccefs depends upon fortune. 

For example: Were Rochelle to have been ta- 
ken by a genius like pope Alexander VI. or Borgia 
his fon, he would, under the fanction of the moil: 
facred oath, have drawn the principal inhabitants 
into his camp, and there put them to death. Ma- 
zarin would have got poifeffion of the place two or 
three years later, by corrupting the inhabitants, and 
fowing difcord among them. Don Lewis de Haro 
would not have Hiked the hazard of an attempt. 
Richelieu, in imitation of Alexander, railed a dike 
or bank crofs the fea, and entered Rochelle like a 
conqueror: but had the fea been a little more tur- 
bulent, or the Englilh a little more diligent, Ro- 
chelle might have been faved, and Richelieu called 
ralh and inconfiderate. 

We may judge of the characters of mankind from 
their enterprizes: and wo may, without fcruple, 
affirm, that pride and revenge wore predominant in 
the foul of Richelieu j and that Mazarin was pru- 
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dent, artful, and greedy of riches. But, to dif- 
cover the degree of genius in a minifter, it is ne- 
ceffary either to hear him often fpeak, or to read 
his writings. What we daily fee among courtiers 
in general, often happens among miniders: he, who 
has the greateft genius, frequently fails; while he, 
whofe charafter is diftinguifhed by a greater degree 
of patience, fortitude, traftablenefs, and confider- 
ation, generally fucceeds. 

In reading the letters of cardinal Mazarin, and 
the memoirs of cardinal de Retz, it may eafily be 
perceived, that de Retz was the fuperior genius. 
Yet Mazarin was all-powerful, and de Retz was 
profcribed. In fbort, it is certain, that frequently, 
to make a powerful minifter, nothing more is ne- 
ceffary than an indifferent genius, common fenfe, 
and good fortune: but, to make a good minifter, 
the ruling paffion fhould be, a love of the public 
good. The truly great flatefman is he who leaves 
behind him immortal monuments of the fervice he 
did to his country. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Lewis XIV. governs alone. He forces the 

Spanifh-Aullrian branch to give him the 

precedency, and the court of Rome to 

make him fatisfafHon. He purchafes Dun- 

kirk. He alfifts the Emperor, Portugal, 

and the States general; and renders his 

kingdom Hour idling and formidable. 

THERE never was in any court a greater va- 
riety of hopes, and intrigues than when car- 

dinal Mazarin approached his lull: moments. The la- 
dies, who had any claim to extraordinary charms, flat- 
tered themfelves with the hopes of governing a prince 
of twenty-two years of age, whom love had already 
to far feduced, as to make him ofl'er his crown to 
fis miftrefs. The young courtiers hoped to fee 
the reign of favourites revived; and every particu- 
lar minifter was in expectation of being placed at 
the head of affairs; for no one imagined, that a 
king, brought up in ignorance of every thing which 
concerned the bufinels of the Rate, would dare to 
take upon him the weight ol government. Ma- 
zarin had fludied to prolong the infancy of this 
monarch. It was very late before he inflruefed 
him ; and did it at laft only, becaule the king infill- 
ed upon it. 

People were fo far from any hope or expecta- 
tion of being governed by their fovereign, that, 
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among all thofe who had afted under the firH: mi- 
nilter, there were none who a Iked the king, when 
he would hear them: on the contrary, the univer- 
fal quefHon to him was, To whom muji we addrefs 
ourfelves ? to which Lewis XIV. conilantly replied. 
To me: and the furprife was increafed, when it 
appeared, that he perfevered in this refolution. He 
had, for fome time, confidered his abilities, and 
had fecretly made trial of his genius for govern- 
ment. When he had once taken a refolution, he 
always perfevered in it to the laft moment of his 
life. He prefcribed to each of his miniilers the 
extent of their pow7er; made them give him an ac- 
count of all their proceedings, at flated times; re- 
pofed in them fuch a confidence, as was neceflary 
to give a fanttion to their minifiry; and kept a 
watchful eye over them, that they might not abufe 
their trufts, He began his reign, by regulating 
the finances, which were greatly difordered by a 
long courfe of rapine. 

Difcipline was reftored among the troops, as 
well as order in the finances: magnificence and de- 
cency adorned his court: brilliancy and grandeur 
appeared even in its pleafures: all the arts were 
encouraged; and all contributed to the glory of 
the king, and of France. 

This is not the proper place to reprefent him in 
his private life, nor in the interior part of his go- 
vernment : w'e (hall conlider thefe in another place. 
It is fufficient here to fay, that his people, who, 
iince the death of Henry the Great, had never be- 
held a real king, and who detefted the government 
of a firft minifier, were filled with admiration, and 
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pleafing hopes, when they beheld Lewis XIV. doing 
that at twenty-two years of age, which Henry had 
done at fifty. If Henry IV. had had a prime mini* 
Her, he would have been ruined; becaufe the hatred 
which, in a manner, naturally arifes againft fuch 
a perfon, would have revived a number of too 
powerful and dangerous fafrions. If Lewis XIII. 
had not had a rr.inifter, fuch a prince, whole weak 
and difiempercd body enervated the vigour of his 
mind, would have funk under the weight of go- 
vernment. Lewis XIV. might, without danger, 
either have had, or been without, a prime minifter: 
for not the fmalleft traces now remained of the for- 
mer faftions; and France now contained only the 

• mafier, and his fub'efts. He, at firft, (hewed him- 
fclf ambitious of every kind of glory; and that he 
would make himfelf as much refpefted abroad, as 
abfolute at home. 

The ancient kings of Europe pretend to an ab- 
folute equality, in regard to one another; which is 
certainly very juft and natural; but the kings of 
France have always claimed a precedency, to which 
the antiquity of their race and kingdom intitles 
them: and, if they have ceded the pre-eminence 
to the emperors, it is, becaufe mankind are fcarce 
ever hardy enough to difpute a right eflablhhed by 
ancient cuftom. The chief of the German republic, 
who is an elective prince, of inconfiderable power in 
himfelf, has, without difpute, the precedency of 
all the other European fovereigns, on account of 
his title of Caefar, and Charlemagne’s heir. His 
German chancery did not even give the other po- 
tentates the title of majefty. Neverthelefs, the kings 
of France might difpuie the precedency with the 
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emperors; for France was the firil founder of the 
H ue weitern empire, of which the name only fub- 
filb in Germany. They had, in their favour, not 
only the fuperiority of an hereditary crown over 
an elective dignity, but the advantage alfo of being 
defcended, in a direct line, from fovereigns, who 
reigned over a great monarchy, feveral centuries 
before any of thofe houfes, which are now in pof- 
feflion of crowns, were arrived at any degree of 
elevation. They were defirous, at leaft, to precede 
the other potentates of Europe. The title of moll 
Chriitian was alleged in their favour; but Spain, 
to this title, oppofed that of Catholic; and, ever 
fmee Charles V. had had a king of France prifoner 
at Madrid, the Spanilh pride had always been very 
far from relinquilhing its pretenfions to this rank. 
The Englilh, and the Swedes, who do not now 
allege any of thefe furnames, avoid, as much as 
they can, any acknowlegement of this fuperiority. 

Thefe pretentions were formerly debated at 
Rome: the popes, who alfumed a right to confer 
kingdoms by their bulls, imagined, with a greater 
appearance of reafon, that they had a right to re- 
gulate the precedency of crowned heads. This 
court, where every thing is done with great cere- 
mony, was the tribunal before which thefe vanities 
of greatnefs were decided. France, when (he was 
more powerful than Spain, had always had the fu- 
periority in thefe difputes; but, after the reign of 
Charles V. Spain had neglefted no opportunity of 
placing herfelf upon an equality. Their preten- 
fions remained undetermined: a Rep more or lefs 
in a proceffion, a chair placed near an altar, or op- 
pofite to a pulpit, were confidered as niumphs. 
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and as giving them a right to this pre-eminence. 
The chimerical point of honour, in thefe things, was, 
at that time, carried to the greateft excefs, between 
crowned heads; as it was alfo in regard to duels 
between private perfons. 

At the entrance of a Swedifh embafTador into 
London (a), the count d’Elfrade, the French em* 
balTador, and the baron de Watteville, the embaf- 
fador of Spain, difputed the precedency. The Spa- 
niard, by greater liberality, and a more numerous 
retinue, gained the Engliih populace in his favour, 
and the coach-horfes of the French embaffador were 
immediately killed: prcfently after which, the re- 
tinue of the count d’Eilrade being wounded and 
difperfed, the Spaniards proceeded in triumph, with 
their fwords drawn. 

Lewis XIV. being informed of this infult, re- 
called his embaflador from Madrid; ordered that 
of Spain to quit France; broke off the conferences, 
which were hill continued in Flanders, concerning 
the limits; and direfted his father-in-law^, Philip IV. 
to be told, that, if he did not acknowlege the fu- 
periority of the crown of France, and repair this 
affront by a folemn (atisfaefion, the war fhould be 
renewed. Philip IV. was unwilling again to plunge 
his kingdom into a new war, for the fake of prece- 
dency in an embafiador; and he therefore fent the 
count de Fuentes to declare to the king at Fon- 
tainbleau, in prefence of all the foreign minifters 
that were in France, That the Spamfh minijiers 
Jhou'd never, for the future, h we any dijputes with 
thefe of France. This, indeed, was not a direct 
acknowlegement of the fuperiority of France; but 

(a) i66t. 
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it was, however, a plain confeffion of the weaknefs 
of Spain. This court, which flill retained its pride 
and haughtinefs, long murmured at its humiliation. 
Several of the Spanilh minifters afterwards renew- 
ed their ancient pretenfions; and, at Nimegen, they 
obtained an equality: but Lewis XIV. at the fame 
time, by his firmnefs, gained a real fuperiority in 
Europe, by making it appear how much he was to 
be feared. 

He had fcarce concluded this fmall affair, fo much 
to his own honour, when he appeared Hill greater 
on an occafion wherein his glory feemed to be lefs 
intereffed. The youth of France, in the wars 
W'hich had long been carried on in Italy againft 
Spain, had imprinted in the minds of the jealous 
and circumfpeft Italians the idea of an impetuous 
people. Italy regarded all the nations round her 
as barbarous, and even the French as barbarians, 
who, though gayer than the others, were yet more 
dangerous; and who, in the pleafures they intro- 
duced, fliewed much contempt, and to their de- 
baucheries added infult. They w'ere feared in all 
places, and no-where more than in Rome. 

The duke de Crequi, embaffador to the pope, 
Ihocked the Italians, by the haughtinefs of his be- 
haviour; and his domeffics, a lort of people who 
imitate their maffers follies as far as they are able, 
w'ere guilty of the lame diforders in Rome, which 
w ere committed by our undifciplincd youth in Paris; 
w'ho, at that time, ufed, every night, to attack 
the watch appointed for the fecurity of the city; 
and imagined, thefe exploits diftinguilhed them as 
men of honour and fpirit. 

Some of die duke de Crequi’s fervants having 
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taken it into their heads to attack a fmall company 
of Corficans (who are the guards of RomeJ, they 
ptit thefe wretches to Hight. The whole body of 
Corficans, being enraged at this, and fecretly animat- 
ed by Don Mario Chigi, the brother of pope Alex- 
ander VII. who hated the duke de Crequi, came, 
in arms, and befieged the embaffador’s houfe, fired 
upon his lady’s coach, who was juft then entering 
the palace, killed one of her pages, and wounded 
feveral domeftics (/;). The duke de Crequi quitted 
Rome, accufing the pope’s relations, and the pope 
himfelf, with having favoured this aftaftination. The 
pope deferred making any fatisfadftion, as long as he 
could, being perfuaded, it -was only neceflary to 
temporize with the French, and that every thing 
would de forgotten. At the end of four months, 
he caufed a Corlican, and one of the Sbirri, to be 
hanged; and ordered the governor, who was fu- 
fpected of having authorized the adion, to retire 
■out of Rome. But the pope was, prefently after, 
in the greateft confternation, to hear, that the 
king menaced Rome with being befieged; that he 
had already directed troops to march into Italy; 
and that the marfhal du Pleftis-pralin was appointed 
to command them. The affair, on both Tides, be- 
came a national quarrel; and the king w'as refolved 
to make his own fide refpeded. The pope, before 
he made the fatisfaclion which was demanded, im- 
plored the mediation of all the Catholic princes; 
and did all that was in his power to animate them 
againft Lewis XIV. But the circumftances of af- 
fairs were not favourable to the pope: the Empire 

{bj Auguft xo. i65x. 
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was attacked by the Turks; and Spain was embar- 
ralfcd in an unfuccefsful war againft Portugal. 

The court of Rome only irritated the king, 
without being able to hurt him. The parliament 
of Provence cited the pope to appear before them; 
and caufed Avignon to be feized. In former times, 
Rome would have thundered forth her excommu- 
nications again!! thefe violent proceedings; but 
thefe were dilregardcd now, and even ridiculed. 
It became necelfary for the pope to fubmit; and 
he was forced to banifn his own brother from 
Rome; to fend his nephew, cardinal Chigi, in 
quality of legate a latere, to make the king fatif- 
faction; to difband the Corfican guard; and to 
ereft a pyramid in Rome, with an infcription, 
giving an account of the injury, and the repa- 
ration. Cardinal Chigi was the firft legate ever 
fent from the court of Rome to beg pardon: they 
ufed to come to prescribe law's, and to impofe 
tenths. The king did not ref! fatisfied w;ith tran- 
fient ceremonies, as a fatisfaftion for die infult he 
had received, nor with monuments, which were 
equally vain and impermanent (for he, fome years 
after, permitted the demolition of the pyramid): 
he forced the court of Rome to relinqukh Caftro 
and Ronciglione to the duke of Parma; and obliged 
the pope to make the duke of Modena fatisfa&ion, 
in regard to his right to Comaccio: and thus, by 
this infult, he gained the real honour of being the 
prote&or of the Italian princes. 

At the fame time that he thus maintained his 
dignity, he did not omit to encrcafe his power. 
His finances, which were excellently managed by 
Colbert, enabled him to purchafe Dunkirk and 
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Mardyke of the king of England, for the fum of 
five millions of livres, at twenty-fix livres and ten 
fols the mark (c). Charles II by his prodigality and 
poverty, incurred the fhame of felling that for mo- 
ney, which had cofi: the Englifh the price of blood. 
His chancellor Hyde, who was accufed of having 
either counfelled or permitted this weak affion, 
was afterwards banifhed by the parliament of Eng- 
land; which often puniihes the faults of favourites, 
and fometimes even judges its kings. 

(d) Lewis caufed thirty thoufand men to work 
upon the fortifications of Dunkirk, both to the land 
and fea fides; and, between the town and the citadel, 
a large bafon was formed, capable to contain thirty 
(hips of war: fo that this place became a terror to 
the Engliilr almoft as foon as they had fold it. 

(e) The king foon after forced the duke of Lor- 
rain to give up to him the ftrong town of Marfal. 
This unfortunate prince, Charles IV. who had 
gained confiderable honours in the field, but was 
weak, inconftant and imprudent; had entered into 
a treaty, by which he gave up Lorrain after his 
death, to the crown of France; upon condition, that 
the king ibould permit him to raife a million, upon 
the territories which he thus abandoned to him; 
and that the princes of the blood of Lorrain Ihould 
be reputed princes of the blood of France. This 
treaty, which in vain had the approbation of the 
parliament of Paris, only proved the caufe of 
frdh inconftancy in the duke of Lorrain; who 
was afterwards glad to give up Marfal, and fubmit 
himfelf intirely to the king’s clemency. 

Lewis augmented his dominions, even during the 

(c) Oftober ij. i65i. (d) 1663. (c) Auguft 30. 1663. 
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peace; and kept himfelf always ready for war,by for- 
tifying his frontiers, cKfdplining his troops, increaf- 
ing their number, and frequently reviewing them. 

The Turks were, at that time, very formidable 
in Europe ; and had attacked the emperor of Ger- 
many and the Venetians together. Since the reign 
of Francis I. it has always been the policy of the 
kings of France to be in alliance with the Turks, 
both for the fake of commerce, and to refrain the 
power of the houfe of Auftria: neverthelefs, a 
Chriftian king could not refufe the emperor affift- 
ance, when he was in great danger: and, indeed, 
it is the intereft of France, that the Turks fhould 
harrafs Hungary; :but not that they fhould fubdue 
it. And befides, France, by its treaties with the 
Empire, was obliged, in honour, to grant its a hi fi- 
ance, when it became neceffary. France therefore 
fent fix thoufand men into Hungary, under the, 
command of the count of Coligny, tire only perfon 
remaining of the houfe of Coligny, formerly fo ce- 
lebrated in our civil wars, and who, perhaps by his 
courage and virtue, merited as high renown as the 
celebrated admiral of his name. He had been attach- 
ed to the great Conde, through friendihip; and all 
the oilers of cardinal Mazarin could never make 
him abandon his attachment. He took with him 
the flower of the French nobility, and, among 
others, the young la Feuillade, a man who had an 
enterprifing genius, and a great defire of eminence 
and glory, f/j This body of French troops mardied 
into Hungary, to ferve under Montccuculi, who, 
at that time, oppofed the grand vifier Kiuperli, 

■(f) Auguft 16C4. 
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and, who afterwards ferving againft France, ba- 
lanced the reputation even of Turenne. A great 
battle was fought at St. Gothard, upon the banks 
of the Raab, between the emperor’s forces and the 
Turks; and the French, upon this occafion, per- 
formed prodigies of valour; infomuch that the 
Germans themfelves, who did not like them, could 
not refufe to do them juflice: but it would not be 
doing juftice to the Germans, to affirm, as has been 
done in fo many books, that the honour of the vic- 
tory ought to be afcribed to the French alone. 

The king, at the fame time that he employed 
his power in openly fuccouring the emperor, and 
increafing the reputation of his arms, alfo employ- 
ed his policy in fecretly fupporting Portugal a- 
gainfl: Spain. Mazarin had formally abandoned 
the Portuguefe, by the Pyrenean treaty; in which 
feveral little tacit infraftions had been made by the 
Spaniards. But the French made one that was 
both bold and decilive: the marfhal de Schom- 
berg, who was a foreigner, and a Huguenot, went 
into Portugal with four thoufand French troops, 
whom he paid with the money of Lewis XIV. 
though he pretended to maintain them in the name 
of the king of Portugal. Thefe four thoufand 
French troops, being joined to the Portuguefe 
forces, obtained a complete victory at \ ilia Vici- 
ofa; which fixed the crown in the houfe of Bra- 
ganza: and thus Lewis XIV. already made him- 
fdf regarded as a martial and political prince; and 
he was dreaded in Europe, even before he had ac- 
tually made war. 

It was this policy which, in fpite of his pro- 
snifes, made him avoid joining the few Ihips he 
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then had to the fleets of Holland. He had entered 
into an alliance with the Dutch in 1662. This 
republic, about that time, renewed the war again ft 
England; the caufe of which was the vain and 
ridiculous competition for the honour of the flag, 
and their rights to the commerce of the Indies. 
Lewis, with pleafure, beheld thefe two maritime 
powers annually fending out fleets againft each 
other, compofed of more than an hundred men of 
war, and mutually deftroying one another, by the 
moft obftinate combats that were ever feen; all the 
fruit of which was only the weakening of both 
parties. One of thefe engagements lafted during 
three intire days (g). It was in thefe encounters that 
Ruyter gained the reputation of being the greateft 
naval commander that ever lived. It was he who 
burnt the fineft of the Englifti Ihips, even in their 
own ports, and within four leagues of London it- 
fdf. He, in Ihort, rendered Holland triumphant 
on the feas, the dominion of which the EngIKli 
always had before; and whereon Lewis XIV. was, 
as yet, of no confequence. 

The fovereignty of the feas was, for fome time, 
divided between thefe two powers: and the art of 
building fliips, and employing them in commerce, 
and in war, was well known only by them. France, 
under the miniftry of Richelieu, thought herfelf 
powerful at fea, becaufe, out of about lixty vefieis, 
which Are computed in her ports, Are could put to 
fea about thirty; of which only one carried feventy 
guns. Under Mazarin, the few (hips we had were 
purchafed of the Dutch. We were in want of offi- 

(SJ June 11 ■ l3- 1666. 
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cers, failors, manufaHures, and, in fliort, every thing 
which is necdlary in the conlhuftion and equip- 
ment of fliipping. The king undertook to repair 
the ruinous condition of his marine, and to fupply 
France with every thing of this kind which it want- 
ed, with incredible diligence- Yet, in i 664. and 
1665. while the Engliib and Dutch covered the 
ocean with near three hundred large (hips of war, 
Lewis had not then more than fifteen or fixteen cf 
the loweft rates, which the duke of Beaufort com- 
manded againfl: the Barbary corfcirs; and, whea 
the Bates general preffed him to join his fleet with 
theirs, there was only a Angle fire-fhip in the 
port of Brefl, which it w'as fhameful to fend out, 
and which, neverthelefs, at the repeated felicita- 
tions of the Dutch, W'as fent to them. But Lewis 
XIV. ufed his utmofl: efforts to efface the fbame cf 
this in the mofl: fudden and effebhiai manner. 

He fuccoured the Bates more effentiaUy and 
honourably with his land-forces. He fent them 
fix thoufand men, to defend them againB the 
billion of MunBer, Chriffopher Bernard van Ghalen 
a warlike prelate, and their Implacable enemy, who 
W'as hired by England, to attack and ravage the ter- 
ritories of the Dutch. But Lewis made them pay 
dear for his affiBance, and treated them like a 
powerful perfon, who fells his protection to opu- 
lent merchants. Colbert placed to their accompt not 
only the pay of thefe troops, but even charged them 
with the expenecs of an embaBy fent into England, 
to negotiate their peace with Charles II. Succours 
were never given with fo HI a grace, nor received 
lefs gratefully. 

The king, having thus rendered his troops expert 
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in the art of war, formed new generals in Hungary, 
Holland, and Portugal; and, having obtained fadf- 
faction and refpeft in Rome, he no longer beheld 
a lingle potentate whom he had any reafon to fear. 
The devaftation made in England by the plague, 
the burning of London, of which the Catholics 
were unjuftly accufed, and the continual prodiga- 
lity and indigence of Charles II. which were as 
deflruftive to his affairs as the contagion, or the 
fire, placed France in perfect fecurity, with regard 
to the Englilh. The emperor had not yet reco- 
vered that (frength, which he had loft in his war 
againft the Turks: and Philip IV. king of Spain, 
being in a languifhing ftate of body, and his mon- 
archy being as feeble as himfelf, Lewis XIV. was 
the only great and formidable monarch: and he 
was young, rich, perfectly well ferved, implicitly 
obeyed, and fhewed an impatience to fignalize 
himfelf, and become a conqueror. 

CHAPTER VII. 

The Conqueft of Flanders. 

OPPORTUNITY foon prefented itfelf to 
a king who anxioufly fought for it. His fa- 

ther-in-law Philip IV. died. By his firft wife, who- 
was the fifter of Lewis XIII. he had had the prin- 
cefs Maria-Therefa, who was married to Lewis 
XIV. by which marriage the Spanifh monarchy at 
laft came into the houfe of Bourbon, which had fo 

L S 



THE AGE OF 114 Ch. 7. 

long been its enemy. By his fecond marriage with 
Mary-Anne of Auflria, he had had Charles II. a 
weak and unhealthy child, who was the heir to his 
crown, and the only one remaining of three male 
children, of which two had died in their infancy. 
Lewis XIV. pretended, that Flanders and Franche- 
Comte, which v/ere provinces of the kingdom of 
Spain, ought, according to the laws of thefe pro- 
vinces, to revert to his wife, notwithftanding her 
renunciation. Were the caufes of kings determin- 
ed by the laws of nations before an impartial tri- 
bunal, the affair might have been doubtful. 

Lewis directed his pretenfions to be examined by 
his council, and by the doctors in theology, by 
whom they were declared inconteftable; but they 
were pronounced quite the contrary by the council 
and confeffor of Philip the fourth’s widow. She 
had one very ftrong argument in her favour, which 
was an exprefs law of Charles V. but very little 
regard was paid to the laws of Charles V. by the 
court of France. 

One of the pretexts, which were alleged by the 
king’s council, was, that the five hundred thoufand 
crowns, granted as a dowry with his wife, had never 
been paid: but they forgot, that the dowry of 
Henry the fourth’s daughter remained dill unpaid 
as well as this. The altercations between France 
and Spain were commenced in writings, wherein 
the calculations of a banker, and the arguments of 
a lawyer, were amply difplayed; but reafons of date 
were the only,reafons to which any regard w7as 
paid. 

The king, depending more upon his forces than 
his arguments, marched into Flanders, to the acqui- 
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fition of undoubted conquefts. He was himfelf at 
the head of thirty-five thoufand men ; another body 
of eight thoufand was fent towards Dunkirk, and 
another of four thoufand towards Luxembourgh. 
Turenne under him, was the general of his army, 
Colbert had multiplied the refources neceffary to de- 
fray the expence of thefe troops. Louvois, the 
new minifter for military affairs, had made immenfe 
preparations for the campaign. He diftributed ma- 
gazines of all kinds upon the frontiers, and was 
the firft who introduced that advantageous method, 
which the weaknefs of the government had before 
rendered impra&icable, of fubfifting the armies by 
means of magazines. Whatever fiege the king 
undertook, or on whatever fide he turned his 
arms, fuccours and fubfiftence were always ready, 
the quarters for the troops marked out, and their 
marches regulated. Difcipline, which, by the in- 
flexible auflerity of the minifler was rendered 
daily more fevere, kept all the officers to their 
duty: and the prefence of a young king, who was 
the idol of his army, rendered the ftrittnefs of this 
duty not only eafy, but delightful. The military 
employment began, from that time, to be confidered 
as an honour much fuperior to that of birth. Ser- 
vices, and not families, were regarded; which had- 
feldom been obferved before. By this means, an 
officer, though of very inconfiderable birth, was 
encouraged; and, at the fame time, thofe of the 
higheft rank had no caufe to complain. The in- 
fantry, upon which, fince the difufe of lances, 
the whole weight of the war had fallen, fhared in 
the advantages enjoyed by the cavalry: and the 
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troops, in general, were infpired with new courage 
by the new maxims in the government. 

The king being poflefled of a miniiter, and a 
general, whole abilities were equally great; who 
were both jealous of each other, and who, for that 
reafon, ferved him the better; having alfo an army 
compofed of the bell troops in Europe, and having 
entered into an alliance with Portugal; he, with all 
thefe advantages, attacked a province of a king- 
dom that ■was depopulated and ruined. He had 
only his mother-in-law to oppofe; and Ihe was a 
weak woman, whofe unhappy government had ren- 
dered the Spanitli monarchy defencelefs. Philip the 
fourth’s widow had made her confeflbr, -who was a 
German Jefuit, named Father Nitard, her prime mi- 
nifter. He was as capable to govern the will of his 
penitent, as he was incapable to govern the flate; 
having none of the qualities of a minifter, or a prielf, 
except pride and ambition. He had the boldnefs 
one day to tell the duke of Lerma, even before he 
held the reins of government, you ought to refpett 
me, for 1 have your God in my hands, and your queen 

at my feet, every day. With this haughtinefs, which 
is fo oppofite to true greatnefs of mind, he fuffered 
the treafury to be without money, the fortifications 
throughout the kingdom to fall into ruin, and the 
ports to be without fhips, the troops without difeb 
pline, deftitute of officers, ill-paid, and flill worfe 
commanded: and thefe troops were to oppofe an 
enemy, which enjoyed all the advantages Spain 
wanted. 

The art of attacking towns, as it is now pra- 
ftifed, was not then brought to perfection, becauff 
the art of fortifying and defending them was not 
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fo well underftood as it is now. The frontiers of 
Spaniih Flanders were almcft without fortifications 
and garifons. 

Lewis had only to prefent himfclf before them: 
he entered Charleroi as he would have entered Pa- 
ris: Ath and Tournay were taken in two days; 
nor did Furnes, Armentieres, or Courtrai, hold 
out longer (a). He appeared in the trenches before 
Douai (b'), and it furrendered the next day. Lifle (c), 
the moft flourithing city in all this country, the only 
one that was well fortified, and which had a garifon 
of fix thoufand men, capitulated after nine days fiege. 
The Spaniards had only eight thoufand men to op- 
pofe the victorious troops; and the rear of this lit- 
tle army w7as attacked and cut in pieces by the mar- 
quis, afterwards the marlhal de Crequi (</); and the 
remainder fied under the w alls of Mens and Bruffels, 
leaving the king a conqueror without fighting. 

This campaign being made in the midft of the 
greateft: plenty of every thing, and its fuccefs be- 
ing fo fudden, and fo eafy, it appeared rather like a 
tour made by the court for their diverfion: and 
pleafures of every kind, and all the luxury of the 
table, were then introduced into our armies, even 
at the very time when difeipline was improving. 
The officers did their duty much more exactly, 
but their conveniencies were much greater than 
formerly. Marlhal Turenne, for a long time, was 
ferved in the field only upon plates of iron. The 
marffial d’Humic-res was the firfl, who, at the fiege 
of Arras, in 1658. was ferved in filver in the 
trenches, and had ragouts and entremets ferved 

(a) July 6. (b) Auguft 27. - (cj Auguft 17. 
(ij Auguft 31. 
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up to his table. But, in this campaign of 1 667. 
■wherein a young king, who loved grandeur and 
magnificence, difplayed that of his court in the fa- 
tigues of war, every one was emulous, in imitation 
of the royal example, to fhew his tafie and gran- 
deur, in his table, his drefies, and his equipages. 
This luxury, which is a certain fign of riches in a 
great kingdom, and is frequently the caufe of ruin 
in a little ftate, was neverthelefs but inconfiderable, 
compared to what we have feen fince. The king, 
his generals, and his minifters, went to the rendez- 
vous of the army on horfeback; wdiereas, now, 
there is not even a captain of horfe, nor the fecre- 
tary of a general officer, who does not go in his 
poft-chaife, more commodioufly, and with greater 
eafe, than in making a vifit formerly from one part 
of Paris to another. 

The delicacy of the officers did not then pre- 
vent them from appearing in the trenches with the 
fecurity of the helmet and cuirafs: of which the 
king himfelf gave an example, by going thus into 
the trenches before Douai and Lifle. This prudent 
precaution has preferved the lives of many great 
men. But it has fince been too much neglected by 
young men, who are not over-robuft, and who, 
though effeminate, are full of courage, and feem to 
be more afraid of fatigue than danger. 

The rapidity of thcfe conquefis filled Bruflels 
with alarms; and the citizens began to remove 
their effects to Antwerp. The conquefl: of all 
Flanders might have been the work of a fingle cam- 
paign. The king only wanted a fufficient number 
of troops to garrifon the towns which were every- 
wlrere ready to open their gates on his approach. 
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Louvois advifed his majefty to put ftxong garifonS 
in the towns already taken, and to fortify them. 
Vauban, one of thofe great men, and great geniufes, 
who appeared in this age for the fervice of Lewis 
XIV. was directed to conftrucit thefe fortifications; 
which he did according to his own new method, 
which is now become a rule to all good engineers. 
People were aftoniihed to behold towns furrounded 
by works which were almofl: even on a level with 
the open country. High and menacing fortifications 
were only fo much the more expofed to deftruftion 
from the artillery; and the more he made them level, 
the lefs liable they were to be deftroyed or taken. 
He conftrufted die citadel of Lille upon thefe prin- 
ciples. In France, the government of a city had 
never yet been feparated from that of the fortrefs: 
but an example of this was now given in favour of 
Vauban, who was the firft governor of a citadel. 
We may farther obferve here, that the firft plan of 
fortification, in relievo, which is to be feen in the 
gallery of the Louvre, was of the fortificadons of 
Lifle. 

The king haftened to return, and to enjoy the 
acclamations of his people, the adorations of his 
courtiers, and miftreffes, and the pleafure of thole 
entertainments -which he gave to his court. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The conqueft of Franche-Comte; and the 

peace of Aix-la Chapelle. 

THE court was intlrely engaged in diverfions 
at Sr. Germains, when, in the month of Ja- 

nuary (a), and the feverity of winter, the world 
was aftonilhed to behold troops marching on all 
Tides, fome one way, fome another, through the 
roads of Champagne, in the three bidiopricks. 
Trains of artillery and ammunition-waggons ap- 
peared, under divers pretences, in the roads which 
lead from Champagne into Burgundy. This part of 
France was univerfally in motion, yet tire caufe in- 
tirely unknown. Strangers, as being interefled therein, 
and the courtiers through curiolity, formed various 
conjectures upon it; Germany was alarmed; but the 
real motive to all thefe preparations, and thefe irre- 
gular marches, was unknown to all the world. Se- 
crecy in a confpiracy was never better obferved than 
in this entcrprize of Lewis XIV. who, at laft, on 
the fecond of February, quitted St. Germains, be- 
ing accompanied by the young duke d’Enguien, 
fon of the great Conde, and fome others of his 
court; the reft of the officers being with the troops. 
He went on horfeback, and, in a very Ihort time, 
arrived at Dijon: and twenty thoufand men, col- 
ieched from twenty different places, appeared at 
the fame time in France-Comte, a few leagues 

CaJ 166S, 
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from Befancon having at their head the great 
Conde, whofe principal lieutenant-general was his 
friend Bouteville-Montmorency, who was become 
duke of Luxembourg, and who had always been 
attached to him in his good and bad fortune. Lux- 
embourg had been inftructed in the art of war un- 
der Conde; and, by force of merit, he obliged the 
king to employ him, though he did not love him. 

The true motives to this fudden and unexpefted 
enterprize were thefe: the prince of Conde was 
jealous of the glory of Turenne; and Louvois, of 
his favour with the king: Conde’s jealoufy was that 
of an hero, and Louvois that of a miniiter. The 
prince, being governor of Burgundy, which joins 
to Franche-Comte, formed the defign to make 
himfelf mafter of that province in the winter, in 
lefs time than Turenne the fummer before had 
conquered French Flanders. He immediately com- 
municated his defign to Louvois, who entered into 
it with eagernefs, in order to have Turenne remov- 
ed and rendered unneceflary, and, at the fame time, 
to ferve his mafter. 

This province, which was then poor enough with 
regard to money, but was exceeding fruitful and 
populous, forty leagues in length, and twenty in 
breadth, was not only called Franche, or free, but 
really was fo. The kings of Spain were rather its 
protectors than its mafters. And though the province 
belonged to the government of Flanders, it depend- 
ed but very little upon it. The whole adminiftra- 
tion was divided and difputed between the parlia- 
ment and the governor of Franche-Comte. The 
people enjoyed great privileges, and were always 

Vo l. I. JM 
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refpe£ted by the court of Madrid, which paid a de- 
ference to a province jealous of its rights, and in 
the neighbourhood of France. No people ever 
lived under a more gentle government; nor was 
any people ever more flrongly attached to its fo- 
vereigns. Their love for the houfe of Auflria 
continued even for two generations; though this 
midit rather be called the love of their liberties. O 

In fhort, Franche-Comte, though poor, was hap- 
py; and as it was a kind of republic, it was not 
without fa&ions: and, notwithflanding what is faid 
by PeliiTbn, force was not the only means ufed to 
fubjeft this province. 

Some of the principal inhabitants, by promifes 
and prefents, were gained at fir 11; particularly, the 
abbe John de Batteville, the brother of him, who, 
having infulted the French embafiador at London, 
had, by that outrage, caufed the humiliation of the 
Spanilh-Auflrian branch. This abbe, who had 
formerly been an officer, then a Carthufian, after- 
wards a Turk, and at lafl an ecclefiallic, had the 
promife of grand dean, and other benefices. The 
governor’s nephew, count de St. Amour, was al- 
fo corrupted; nor did the governor himfelf at laft 
prove inflexible. Some of the counfellors ot their 
parliament were likewife purchafed at no very con- 
fiderable expence. Thefe fecret intrigues were no 
fooner commenced than they were fupported by 
twenty thoufand men; and Befancon, the capital 
of the province, was inverted by the prince of 
Conde. Luxembourg appeared alfo before Salins; 
and the next day both thefe places furrendered. 
The only article of capitulation, defired for the fur- 

render of Befancon, was the prefervatiou of an holy 
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Ihrowd, which was very highly revered in that 
city: and this requefl: was granted them without 
difficulty. The king arrived at Dijon; and Lou- 
vois, who had fecretly repaired to the frontiers to 
direct all thefe marches, came to inform him, that 
thefe two places had been befieged and taken. The 
king immediately haftened to appear, where for- 
tune did every thing in his favour. 

He marched in perfon to befiege Dole, which 
was reputed ftrong, and was commanded by the 
count de Montrevel, who, through a certain great- 
nefs of foul, was faithful to the Spaniards, whom he 
hated; and to the parliament, which he dcfpifed. His 
garifon conulled only of four hundred foldiers and 
citizens; and he neverthelefs dared to make a de- 
fence. The trenches, which were not carried on in 
form, were fcarce opened, when a croud of young 
volunteers, who had followed the king, ran to attack 
the counterfcarp, wherein they made a lodgment. 
The prince of Conde, whofe courage was rendered 
calm and unruffled by age and experience, fupport- 
ed them properly, and joined them in their dan- 
ger, to extricate them out of it. The prince was 
prefent in all places, accompanied by his fort; and 
afterwards came to give an account of every thing 
to the king, as though he had been an officer who 
had his fortune to make. The king, in his quar- 
ters, rather (hewed the dignity of a monarch in 
his court, than any impetuous ardour, which was 
then not necedary. All the ceremonial of St. 
Germains was obferved. He had an apartment for 
his repofe, his great officers to wait upon him, 
courfes regularly ferved to his table, and a draw- 
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ing-roora, all within his tent: nor was the dignity 
of the throne in any thing laid alide, except in 
having his general officers and aids-de-camp dine at 
his table. He, in the toils of war, did not fhe\f 
the impetuous courage of Francis I. and Henry IV. 
who fought all the various fpecies of danger. He 
was fatisfied in not fearing them himfelf, and in en- 
gaging all others to precipitate themfelves there- 
in, with ardour, to ferve him. He entered Dole (l?) 
at the end of four days fiege, and twelve days 
after his departure from St. Germains: and, in 
fhort, in lefs than three weeks all Franche-Gomte 
was fubjcfted to him. The council of Spain, be- 
ing ailonifhcd and incenfed at the little refinance 
that was made, wrote to the governor; “ That the 
« king of France, inflead of going in perfon, might 
“ as well have fent his laqueys to take pollelfion of 

“ the province.” 
Such good fortune, and fuch great ambition, 

roufed Europe from its lethargy. The emperor 
began to raife troops, and the empire itfelf to ap- 
pear in motion. The Switzers, who are the neigh- 
bours of Franche-Comte, and whofe folf good is 
their liberty, began to tremble for it. The reft of 
Flanders was liable to be invaded the enfuing fpring: 
and the Dutch, to whom it had always appeared of 
confequence to have the French for their friends, 
dreaded the having them for their neighbours. 
Spain now had recourfe to thefe very Hollanders, 
and was, in faft, protefted by this little nation, 
which before it had only defpill’d, and coniidered 
as a country of rebels. 

Holland was governed by John de V it, who, 

(bj February 14. 1668. 
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at the age of twenty-five, had been ele£Ied grand 
penfionary. He regarded the liberties of his coun- 
try as much as his perfonal grandeur: agreeable to 
the frugality and modeHy of his republic, he had 
only one man and one maid-fervant, and upon all 
occafions, walked on foot through the fireets of the 
Hague, while, in the negotiations of Europe, his 
name was numbered w ith thofe of the moft power- 
ful monarchs: he was indefatigable in buflnefs, and 
fhewed great order, prudence, and application, in 
the management of affairs, an excellent citizen, a 
great politician, yet he was neverthelefs afterwards 
very unfortunate. 

He contrafted a friendfhip, which is uncommon 
among minifters of ftate, with Sir William Temple, 
the Englifli enobaffador at the Hague. Temple 
was a philofopher, who united bufinefs with litera- 
ture. Though bifhop Burnet has reproached him 
with atheilm, he was a very good man, was born 
with the genius of a wife republican, loved Holland 
as his own country, becaufe it w'as free, and was as 
jealous of its liberties as the grand penfionary him- 
felf. Thefe two flatefmcn united with the count 
de Dhona, the embaffador of Sweden, in order to 
flop the progrefs of the king of France. 

The rapidity of the events, w'hich happened about 
this period, is what chiefly difiinguifhes it. Flanders, 
which we call French Flanders, had been taken in 
three months, Franche-Comte in three weeks, and 
the treaty between Holland, England, and Sweden, 
to preferve the balance of Europe, and put a flop 
to the ambition of Lewis XIV. was propofed and 
concluded in five days. 

M 3 
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Lewis XIV. was filled with indignation, to be- 
hold fuch a little flate as Holland forming defigns 
to fet bounds to his conquefts, and be the arbiter of 
kings; and his indignation was increafed, when he 
found that this little flate was able to do this. Such 
an enterprize of the United provinces was an out- 
rage he could not bear, though he afFefted to difre- 
gard it; and, from that time, he meditated revenge. 

Notwithflanding his ambition, his power, and his 
rage, he dillipated the ftorm which feemed to be 
riling in all parts of Europe, by propofing a peace 
himfelf. France and Spain fixed upon Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, as the place to hold the conferences; and, for 
mediator, chofe the new pope, Rofpigliofi, who was 
named Clement IX. 

The court of Rome, to conceal its real weaknefs 
under an appearance of credit, fought, by all man- 
ner of means, to have the honour of being the ar- 
biter of Europe; in which defign it had not been 
able to fucceed in the Pyrenean treaty: but it at 
leaf! appeared to have gained this in the treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapelle. A nuncio was fent to the congrefs, 
to be the fhadow of an arbiter between the fhadows 
of plenipotentiaries. The Hollanders, who had long 
been jealous of their glory, refufed to divide the ho- 
nour of concluding what they had commenced. All 
the negotiations were really carried on at St. Ger- 
mains, by means of their emballador Van-Beunning. 
■What was privately granted by him was fent to Aix- 
la-Chapelle, to be figned in form by the minifters 
affembled at the congrefs. Who would, thirty years 
before, have imagined, that a citizen of Holland fliould 
force France and Spain to receive his mediation ? 

This Van-Bcunning, who was a burgomafler of 
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Amfterdam, had the vivacity of a Frenchman, 
joined to the pride of a Spaniard. He, upon every 
occafion, took a pleafure in (hocking the imperious 
grandeur of the king; and, to the tone of liiperio- 
rity, which the minifters of France began to ad'ume, 
he oppofed republican inflexibility. Will you not 
believe what the king fays ? faid Monfieur de Lionne 
to him, in a conference. / do not know what the 
king will do, replied Van-Beunning; but I know what 
he can do. In Ihort, a peace was concluded, in 
an authoritative manner, by a burgomafter, at the 
court of the mofl: fuperb of monarchs: by which 
the king was forced to reftore Franche-Comte. 
The Hollanders would have been much better 
pleafed, if he had reflored Flanders, and fo have de- 
livered them from fo formidable a neighbour. But 
all the nations of Europe thought the king fhewed 
fufficient moderation, in relinquiflung Franche- 
Comte (f). He, in the mean time, gained more by 
keeping the towns of Flanders; and he opened the 
ports of Holland, whofe deftruftion he meditated 
at the very time when he feemed to comply with 
all its demands. 

CHAPTER IX. 

The magnificence of Lewis XIV. The coi> 

quell of Holland. 

LEWIS XIV. compelled, for feme time, to 
remain in peace, continued, as he had begun, 

to regulate, to fortify, and to adorn his kingdom, 

(fj May a. i«68. 
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He (hewed, that an abfolute monarch, who is well- 
difpofed, may elFeft every thing. He had only 
to command, and fuccefs in the adminilhation was 
as rapid as his conquefts had been. It was really 
wonderful to behold the fea-ports, which before 
were deferted and in ruins, now furrounded by 
works which were at once both their ornament and 
their defence; covered alfo with drips and mariners, 
and containing already near fixty large men of war. 
New colonies, under the protection of his flag, 
were fent from all parts into America, the Eaft-In- 
dies, and to the coafls of Africa. In the mean time, 
many thoufand men were employed in France, un- 
der his immediate infpedtion, in the conftruftion 
of immenfe edifices, and in the exercife of all 
thofe arts which architecture introduces. And, in 
the interior of his court and capital, the nobler 
and more ingenious arts acquired France that 
glory and elegance, of which the preceding ages 
had not even the idea. Literature flourifhed. The 
barbarity of the fchools was corrected by good 
fenfe and good tafte. But a full account of the 
glory and happinefs of the nation (hall be given in 
its proper place in this hiftory: here we (hall fpeak 
only of general or military affairs. 

Portugal, about this time, exhibited an extraor- 
dinary feene to Europe. Don Alphonfo, who was 
an unworthy fon of the happy Don John of Bra- 
ganza, reigned over that kingdom. He was fu- 
rious and of a weak judgment. His wife who was 
a daughter of the duke de Nemours, being in love 
with Don Pedro, Alphonfo’s brother, (he formed a 
defign to dethrone her hufband, and efpoufe her 
lover. Her hulband’s barbarity juftiried the auda- 



LEWIS XIV. Ch. 9. 129 

cioufnefs of this attempt. His ftrength of body was 
more than common. He had publicly kept a mi ft refs, 
by whom he had had a child, which he acknow- 
leged: and he had long cohabited with the queen. 
She, neverthelefs, accufed him of impotence; and 
having, by her prudent conduft, obtained that au- 
thority in the kingdom which her hulband had loft 
by his furious behaviour, (he caufed him to be con- 
fined ; after which fhe foon obtained a bull from 
Rome to efpoufe her brother-in-law. It is not fur- 
prifing, that Rome fhould grant this bull; but it is 
fo, that thofe who were all-powerful fhould, never- 
thelefs, have occafion for it. This event, which 
only caufed a revolution in the royal family, and 
not in the kingdom of Portugal, producing no 
change in the affairs of Europe, deferves our no- 
tice in this place only for its fingularity. 

France, foon after {a), received a king, who 
quitted his throne in a different manner. John 
Cafimir, king of Poland, renewed the example of 
queen Chriftina. Wearied by the fatigues and 
perplexities of government, and defirous to live 
in a happy tranquillity, he chofe a retreat at 
Paris, in the abbey of St. Germains, of which he 
was abbot. Paris, which, for fome years, had 
been the feat of all the arts, was a delightful re- 
fidence to a king, who fought the fweets of fo- 
ciety, and was a lover of learning. He had been 
a Jefuit, and a cardinal, before he was a king; and, 
being equally difgufted with royalty and the church, 
he now fought only to live in a philofophical re- 
tirement, and would never permit the title of ma- 
jefty to be given him at Paris. 

(a) September 1668, 
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But a more interefting affair, at this time, com- 
manded the attention of all the Chriffian princes. 

The Turks, lefs formidable indeed than under 
the Mahomets, the Selims, and the Solimans, but 
Bill dangerous and formidable through our divi- 
fions, had, for two years, befieged Candy with 
all the forces of their empire. And it is hard to 
fay which was moft aftonilhing, the long,and vigor- 
ous defence made by the Venetians, or their be- 
ing abandoned by the other potentates of Europe. 

The times were greatly changed. Formerly when 

Chriftendom was in a Bate of barbarity, a pope, or 
even a monk, could engage millions of ChriBians to 
go and combat the Mahometans in their own empire; 
and the nations of Europe were exhauBed both of 
men and money, for the conqueB of the wretched 
and barren province of Judaea: but now, though 
the ifle of Candy, which was reputed the bul- 
wark of Chriftendom againB the infidels, was 
overpowered by fixty thoufand Turks; yet the 
powers of Europe regarded the lofs with in- 
difference. The gallies of Malta, and a few of 
the pope’s, were the only force which defended 
this republic againB the Ottoman empire. The 
fenate of Venice, whofe impotence evas as great as 
its wifdom, was unable, with mercenary troops, and 
fuch weak afliBance, to refifi the grand vifier Kiu- 
perli, who was a good miniBer, and a better gene- 
ral; was maBer of the Turkilh empire, at the head 
of formidable forces; and even had good engineers. 

The king, in vain, fet the other powers of Eu- 
rope an example for the relief of Candy. His gal- 
lies, and the new Blips which he had juB built in 
the port of Toulon, failed Blither with leven 
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thoufand men, under the command of the duke 
de Beaufort; but this fuccour was infufficient in fo 
imminent a danger, becaufe this generolity of the 
French was not imitated by any other nation ia 
Europe. 

La Feuillade, a private gentleman of France, per- 
formed an aftion upon this occafion, of which there 
was no example but in the times of chivalry. He 
brought near three hundred gentlemen to the relief 
of Candy, at his own expence, though he was not 
rich. Had any other nation of Europe given a 
fupply equal to this feat by Feuillade, it is probable 
Candy would have been laved. But this fuccour 

only ferved to retard the taking of it fome days, 
and to be the caufe of unnecelTary bloodihed. 
The duke of Beaufort was (lain in a fally; and 
Kiuperli at lall: (b), by capitulation, entered the 
place, which was now no better than a heap of 
ruins. 

The Turks, in this liege, Ihewed themfelves fu- 
perior to the Chriftians even in the knowlege of the 
military art. The largeft cannons, which had yet 
been leen in Europe, wrere call in their camp. 
They, for the firll time, drew parallel lines in the 
trenches; and we are obliged to them for the know- 
lege of this; but they were themfelves indebted 
for it to an Italian engineer. It is certain, that fuch 
conquerors as the Turks, who had experience, cou- 
rage, riches, and that conllancy in fatigues, which 
was then their dillinguilhed charafler, might have 
conquered Italy, and made themfelves mailers of 
Rome in a very fhort time. But the weak emperors 
which they had afterwards, their bad generals, and 

X'v) September iG. 1*69. 
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the error of their government, have been the fecu- 
rity of Chriftendom. 

. The king, being but little affe&ed by thefe di- 
flant revolutions, matured his great defign of a con- 
quefl of the Low Countries, which he intended to 
commence by that of Holland. The opportunity 
grew daily more favourable. This little republic 
ruled upon the feas; but nothing could be weaker 
by land. Being allied with Spain and England, and 
in peace with France, Ihe repofed too great a con- 
fidence in the fecurity of treaties, and the advan- 
tages of an immenfe commerce: in proportion as 
her naval armaments became difeiplined and in- 
vincible, her land-forces were poor and contempti- 
ble. Their cavalry was compofed only of citizens, 
who never quitted their houfes, and paid men, 
which they got out of the dregs of the people, to 
do the duty for them. The infantry was nearly 
upon the fame footing. The officers, and even the 
governors of the fortified towns, were either boys, 
or the relations of burgomafters, brought up in in- 
activity and inexperience, and regarding their polls 
in the fame light in which priefts regard their bene- 
fices. The penlioner John de Witt ufed his endea- 
vours to correCt thefe abufes; but he did not aCl 
with fufticient vigour and refolution ; which was 
one of the great faults of this republican. 

The firft thing neceftary to be done, was to de- 
tach England from its alliance with Holland. The 
United provinces being once deprived of this fup- 
port, their deftruCtion appeared inevitable. Lewis 
XIV. did not find it difficult to engage Charles II. 
in his defigns. The Englifh king had not, indeed, 
ftiewn himfelf very fenfible of the difhonour 
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which his reign and nation had received, hi the 
burning of his (hips, even in the Thames, by the 
Dutch fleet. He breathed neither revenge nor con- 
quefts: his paflion was rather to enjoy his plea- 
fures, and reign with a power lefs conflxained: 
and to flatter this difpofition, therefore, was the 
moft effechial way to feduce him. Lewis, who, 
to have money, then needed only to fpeak, pro- 
mifed a great fum to king Charles, who could never 
get any without the confent of his parliament. The 
fecret treaty, concluded between the two kings, 
W’as imparted, in France, only to Madame, the After 
of Charles II. and wife of Monjieur, the king’s on- 
ly brother, to Turenne, and to Louvois. 

A princefs, of twenty-fix years of age, was the 
plenipotentiary for the conclufion of this treaty 
with king Charles. The pretence for her going 
into England was a tour, which the king deter- 
mined to make, in his new conquefts, towards 
Dunkirk and Lifle. The pomp and grandeur of 
the ancient kings of Afia did not equal the fplen- 
dor of this tour: the king was preceded, or fol- 
lowed, by thirty thoufand men, fome of which 
were deftined to reinforce the garrifons in the con- 
quered countries, others to work upon the forti- 
fications, and others to level the roads. The 
king took with him the queen his wife, and all the 
princefles, and mofl beautiful ladies in his court. 
Madame fhone in the midfl: of them; and her heart 
was elated with the pleafure, and the glory, of all 
this preparation, which was made only upon her 
account. The journey appeared to be one conti- 
nued entertainment from Saint Germains to Lille. 

Vo l. I. N 
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The king, who was defirous to gain the affec- 
tions of his new fubje&s, and deceive the attention 
of his neighbours, was every where profufe in his 
liberalities; and gold and diamonds were lavifhed 
upon all, who had the leall pretence to the honour 

of fpeaking to the monarch. The princefs Henri- 
etta embarked at Calais, to fee her brother, who 
was at Canterbury to receive her; and Charles, be- 
ing feduced by his friendfhip for his filler, and the 
money of France, figncd every thing Lewis XIV. 
defired; and prepared the dcflrucYion of Holland, 
in the mnift of diverfions and entertainments. 

The lofs of Madame, who died fuddenly, -and 
in an extraordinary manner, foon after her return, 
raifed feme fufpicions prejudicial to Monlieur; but 
they caufed no change in the refolutions of the two 
kings. The fpoils of the republic, which was to 
be deflroyed, were already divided, by the fecret 
treaty, between the courts of France and England, 
in the fame manner as Flanders had been divided 
with the Dutch in i 635. Thus projects, allies, and 
enemies, arc perpetually changing, and great defigns 
are frequently rendered vain and dclufive. A ru- 
mour of the approaching enterprize began to be 
fpread; but Europe liitencd to it in lilence. The 
emperor being employed in quelling the feditions 
of Hungary, Sweden immerfed in negotiations, and 
Spain being always weak, irrefolute, and flow; a 
free and unlimited career was given to the ambition 
pf Lewis XIV, 

Holland, to complete its misfortune, was di- 
vided into two factions; one, of rigid republicans, 
to whom the leaf! fhadow of defpotic power ap- 
peared a monitor, contrary to the laws of humanity; 
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the other, of moderate republicans, who were for 
reinftating, in the ports of his anceftors, the young 
prince of Orange, who became afterwards fo cele- 
brated, under the name of William the Third. 
The grand penfionary John de Witt, and Cornelius 
his brother, were at the head of the rigid partifans 
of liberty; but the party of the young prince bfcgan 
to prevail: and the republic, being thus more en- 
gaged in its domeftic dirtenfions, than attentive to 
its danger, contributed to its own ruin. 

Lewis not only purchafed the king of England, 
but alfo gained the eleftor of Cologne, and Van- 
Ghalen bilhop of Munrter, who thirrted for wars, 
was greedy of fpoils, and was naturally an enemy 
to the Hollanders. Lewis had formerly artirted 
them againft this biihop; but now he united with 
him for their deftruftion. Sweden, which had 
joined the Dutch in 1668. to put a flop to pro- 
grertes which did not concern her, now, when they 
were menaced with ruin, abandoned them; and re- 
newed her ancient alliance with France, in confi- 
deration of the ufual fubfidies. 

It is fingular, and deferves to be remarked, that, 
among all the enemies, which were going to fall 
upon this little rtate, there was not one who could 
allege any pretence for a war. The enterprize 
might, indeed, be juftly compared to the league 
between Lewis XII. the emperor Maximilian, and 
the king of Spain, who had formerly planned the 
dertru&ion of the Venetian republic; becaufe it was 
rich and proud. ,, 

The ftates-general,in a great conrternation, wrote 
to the king, humbly intreating his majefty to tell 

N 2 
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them, whether the great preparations he was mak- 
ing were really deftined againft them, his ancient 
and faithful allies ? wherein they had offended him ? 
and what reparation he required l He replied* 
“ That he fhoufd employ his troops in fuch a 
“ manner as his dignity might demand, which did 
“ not require him to give an account of it to any 
u one.” All the reafon given by his minifler was, 
that tha Dutch gazette had been too infolent; and 
becaufe Van-Beunning was laid to have It ruck a 
medal, injurious to Lewis XIV. Yan-Beunning’s 
ebriftened name was Jofhua. A talte for mottos 
and devices prevailed at that time in France. The 
fun had been given as a device to Lewis XIV. 
with thefe words, Nec pluribus impar. It was faid, 
that Van-Beunning had caufed himfelf to be repre- 
fented, with a fun, and thefe words for a motto, 
in confptciu meo Jietit fol: The fun flood Jhll at my 
appearance. But this medal never really exifted. The 
ftates had, indeed, caufed a medal to be Itruck, in 
w hich they had exprelfed all the glorious atchieve- 
ments- of the republic: Affertis legilms, emendatis 

facris, adjutis, deft nfs, conciliatis regibus, vindicata 
marium liberiate, flabiUta orbis Europae quiete: The 
lazes eflablijhed, religion amended, kings fuccoured, 
defended, and reconciled, the liberty of the feas af- 
fected, and the peace of Europe fettled. 

In reality, they boafted of nothing which they 
had not done: neverthelels, they caufed this medal 
to be deftroyed, to appeafe Lewis XI \ . 

The king of England, on his fide, reproached 
them with difrefpeft, becaufe their fleet had not 
lowered its flag before an Englifh. fhipand they 

were alfo accufed in regard to a certain picture, 
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wherein Cornelius de Witt, the brother of the pen* 
fionary, was painted with the attributes of a con- 
queror. Ships were reprefented, in the back ground 
of the piece, either taken or burnt. Cornelius de 
Witt, who had really had a great fhare in the mari- 
time exploits againft England, had permitted this 
trilling memorial of his glory: but the picture, 
which was in a manner unknown, was depolited 
in a chamber wherein fcarce any body ever enter- 
ed. The Englidi miniflers, -who prefented the com- 
plaints of their king againft Holland, in writing, 
therein mentioned certain abufive pidures. The 
ftates, who always tranftated the memorials of em- 
balfadors into French, having rendered abufive, by 
the word fautifs, trompeurs, they replied, that they 
did not know what thefe rngueifh pidures {res ta- 
bleaux trompeurs') were. In reality, it never in the 
leaf! entered into their thoughts, that it concerned 
this portrait of one of their citizens, nor did they 
ever conceive this could be a pretence for declaring 
war. 

All that human prudence and ambition is capable 
of contriving for the deftruftion of a nation, was 
prepared by Lewis XIV. And we have no example, 
in all hiftory, of fuch formidable preparations for 
fo inconfiderable an enterprize: for, among all the 
conquerors who have fubjedted any part of the 
wrorld, no one ever began his conquefts ■with fo 
many regular troops, nor fo much money, as were 
employed by Lewis XIV. to fubjefr this little ftate 
of the United provinces. Fifty millions, which 
makes ninety-feven millions of the prefent French 
money, were expended in the preparations. Thirty 

N 3. 
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fliips of fifty guns joined the Englifh fleet of an 
hundred fail. The king, with his brother, ap- 
peared upon the frontiers of Spanilh Flanders and 
Holland, near Maeflricht and Charleroy, at the head 
©1 upwards of one hundred and twelve thoufand 
men. The bifhop of Munfler, and the elector of 
Cologne, had near twenty thoufand. The generals 
of the king’s army were Conde and Turenne; 
Luxembourg commanded under them r Vauban 
was to conduct the fieges. Louvois appeared in 
all places, with his ufual vigilance. A finer, 
and, at the fame time, a better difeiplined army, 
had never been feen. In particular, the king’s 
houfliold troops, as newly reformed, made a molt 
gallant appearance. They were compofed of four 
troops of life-guards, each containing three hun- 
dred gentlemen; among whom there were many 
young cadets, without pay, fubject, with the reft, 
to the regular duty of the fervicet two hundred 
Fight horfe, two hundred gendarmes, five hundred 
mufqueteers; all chofen gentlemen, in the flower 
of their youth; twelve companies of gendarmerie, 
which were afterwards augmented to fixteen; even 
the hundred Switzers accompanied the king, and 
his regiments of French and Switzers mounted 
guard before his houfe, or before his tent. Thefe 
troops, which, in general, were covered with gold 
and fllver, were, at once, an object both of terror 
and admiration, in the eyes of a people to whom 
magnificence of every kind was entirely unknown. 
A difeipline, more flridt than formerly, had intro- 
duced new order among the troops. There were, 
as yet, no infpeftors of the cavalry and infantry, 
which vve have fince had. Two perfons only were 
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appointed to do this fervice. Martinet, at that 
time, brought the infantry under the difcipllne in 
which it Hill continues : the chevalier de Fourilles 
did the fame thing in the cavalry. Martinet, about 
a year before, had introduced the bayonet into 
feme few regiments; before which time, it had 
never been ufed in a general and uniform manner. 
This laft effort of military invention, which,, per- 
haps, is the moft terrible of all others, though 
known before, was but little pra&ifed; becaufc the 
life of pikes, as yet, prevailed. He alfo modeled 
the conhruc'tion of copper boats, which might be 
eafily tranfported from one place to another, upon 
carriages, or upon mules. The king with all thefe 
advantages, being certain of the increafe of his 
glory and power, carried with him an hifforian, 
to write a relation of his victories: this was Pelif- 
fon, whofe genius enabled him to write well, but 
did not prevent him from flattering his hero. )Ve 
fliall fay more of him in the article concerning the 
fine arts. 

^ gain ft Turenne, Conde, Luxembourg, Vauban, 
an hundred and thirty thoufand foldiers, a prodi- 
gious main of artillery, and plenty of money, with 
which attempts were made to corrupt the fidelity 
of the governors of the enemy’s towns, all that 
Holland had to oppofe w as a young prince of a 
weak conflitution, who had never feen a fiege, 
nor a battle, and about twenty-five thoufand bad 
foldiers, who conftituted the whole guard of the 
country. Prince William of Orange, aged twenty- 
two years, had been elected captain-general of the 

* land forces, by the almoft unanimous voice of the 
nation: and John de Witt had confented to it 
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through neceffity. The prince of Orange, under 
tire phlegmatic difpofition of a Dutchman, had 
a flrong ambition, and an ardent thirlf of glory, 
■which afterwards appeared upon all occafions in 
his conduct, hut never in his converfation. His 
temper was cold and fevere, though his parts 
■were quick, active, and penetrating: his courage, 
which was undaunted, made his body, which was 
weak and languifn.ing, fupport fatigues that were 
fuperior to his ftrength. He was courageous with- 
out orientation, ambitious without pride, born with 
a phlegmatic obltinacy proper to combat adverhty, 
fond of bulinefs and war, unacquainted with the 
pleafures attendant upon greatnefs, or even thofe 
annexed to humanity; and, in fhort, almolt in 
every tiring, the reverie of Lewis X1Y. 

He was as firft unable to make any oppofition to 
the torrent which burft in upon his country; his 
forces were too inconfidcrable, and even his power 
limited by the Hates. The French army fell fud- 
denly upon Holland, which none would fuccour. 
The imprudent duke of Lorrain, who attempted 
to raife forces, and join his fortunes to thofe of this 
republic, beheld the whole province of Lorraira 
feized by the French troops, with the fame facility 
that Avignon is feized, when the French are at va- 
riance with the pope. 

In the mean time, the king caufed his troops to 
advance towards the Rhine, in thofe provinces which 
border upon Holland, Cologn, and Flanders. He di- 
Hributed money in all the villages, to repair the da- 
mages which might be done by his troops: and if 
any gentleman of the neighbourhood came to make 
complaints, he was lure to receive a prefent. A per- 
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fon being font from the governor of the Low Coun- 
tries, to make complaints concerning fome diforders 
committed by the troops, the king, with his own 
hands, gave him his portrait, enriched with diamonds, 
valued at more than twelve thoufand franks. Such 
a behaviour drew npon him the admiration of the 
people, and increafed the dread of his power. 

The king was at the head of his houlhold troops, 
and others which were efteemed the choiceft of his 
forces, to the number of thirty thoufand men; 
whichTurenne commanded under him. The prince 
of Conde had the command of another army as 
ftrong as this. The other troops, fometimes com- 
manded by Luxembourg, and fometimes by Cha- 
milli, were to compofe feparate armies, as occafion 
might require, or to join thefe, if neceffary. The 
operations were commenced by the fiege of four 
towns at once, whole names, were it not upon this 
occafion, would not deferve to be mentioned in hi- 
ftory: thefe towns were Rhinberg, Orfoi, Wefel, 
and Burick; and they were taken almoft as foon 
as invefled. Rhinberg, which the king intended to 
befiege in perfon, did not wait the firing of a lingle 
cannon; for, to be the more certain of taking it, 
the lieutenant of the place, who was an Irifbman, 
named Doffary, had been corrupted; and, after be- 
ing guilty of the bafenefs to fell himfelf, had the 
imprudence to retire to Maeflricht, where the 
prince of Orange punilhed him with death. 

All thofe towns, which bordered upon the Rhine 
and the IfT'el, furrendered. Some of the governors 
fent their keys, upon a diflant appearance only of 
one or two fquadrons of French troops; fevcral 
officers fxed out of the towns in which they were in 
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garifon, even before the enemy appeared; and the 
confternation was general. The prince of Orange 
had not troops fufficient to appear in the field. All 
Holland expected to be fubdued, as foon as the 
king Ihould have palfed the Rhine. The prince of 
Orange, in ha fie, caufed lines to be drawn on the 
other fide of that river; and, after they were finifh- 
ed, perceived the impoffibility of keeping them. All, 
therefore, they now wanted to know, was, where 
the French would form their bridge of boats, in 
order, if poffible to prevent their paifage. The king’s 
real defign was to pafs the river over a bridge com* 
pofed of thofe little copper boats invented by Mar- 
tinet. Some of the people of the country, upon this 
occafion, told the prince of Conde, that the drynefs 
of the feafon had rendered a branch of the Rhine 
fordable, oppofite to an old tower, which was ufed 
as a kind of cuftom or toll-houfe, and was called by 
the Dutch to!l-huis. The king ordered the place to 
be founded by the count de Guiche. Accord- 
ing to Pelifibn’s letters, who was an eye-witnefs; it 
was found there were not more than forty or fifty 
paces in the middle of the river, in this part, that 
required fwimming. This was confidered as no- 
thing, becaufe the horfe would interrupt the cur- 
rent, which, befides, was far horn being rapid. 
The palfage therefore was eafy, and, on the other 
fide, there were only four or five hundred cavalry, 
and two weak regiments of infantry, without any 
cannon. The French artillery fired upon thefe 
forces in flank, while the king’s houfhold troops, 
and the beft of the cavalry, crofled without any 
danger, to the number of about fifteen thou fa nd. 
The prince of Conde appeared by the fide of them, 
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during the paflage, in one of the copper boats. 
The Dutch cavalry, having fcarce made a faint at- 
tempt to oppofe, inftantly fled before the multi- 
tude which was coming after them. Their infantry, 
alfo laid down their arms, and begged for quarter. 
No lives were lofl in the paflage, except fome of 
the cavalry, who, having intoxicated themfelves 
with drinking, did not take care to keep in the 
fordable part; and not a Angle perfon would have 
been killed, had it not been for the imprudence of 
the young duke de Longueville (c). It is faid, that, 
his head being filled with the fumes of wine, he 
fired a piftol upon thofe of the enemy, who begged 
their lives upon their knees, crying out to them. 
No quarters to fuch fcoundrels. The (hot killed one 
of their officers; upon which the Dutch infantry, 
in defpair, inftantly retook to their arms, and made 
a difcharge, by which the duke de Longueville was 
killed. A captain of horfe, named Oflembrouk, 
who had not fled with the others, ran up to the 
prince of Conde, who, having crofted the river, 
was then mounting his horfe, and clapped his piftol 
to his head. The prince, by a fudden movement, 
changed the direction of the (hot, which wounded 
him in the wrift; and this was the only wound the 
prince of Conde ever received in all his campaigns. 
The French, being enraged at this, put all the in- 
fantry to the fword which had taken to flight. Lewis 
XIV. palled the river with his army upon a bridge 
of boats. 

Such was this peculiar and extraordinary paflage 
of the Rhine, which was celebrated then as one of 
thofe great actions which muft for ever remain me- 

/CJ June 11. i«7i. 
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movable to mankind. That air of grandeur with 
which the king dignified all his actions, the rapid- 
nefs of his conquefls, the fplendor of bis reign, 
the adoration of his courtiers, and, finally, the dif- 
pofidon which the people, and more efpecially the 
Parifians, have to exaggeration, joined to that ig- 
norance of war which is univerfal in great cities, 
made this paffage of the Rhine be regarded at Paris 
as a prodigy. The notion of it, which generally 
prevailed, was, that all the forces had palled this 
river by fwimming, in prefence of an army which 
was intrenched on the other fide, and amidft the 
fire of artillery from an impregnable fortrefs called 
the Tholus. It is certain, this paffage was regarded 
by the enemy as almolf impolTible; and, indeed, 
if they had had a ftrong body of good troops on 
the other fide, the attempt might have been very 
dangerous. 

As foon as the troops had paired the Rhine, 
they took Doefbourg, Zutphen, Arnheim, No- 
rembourg, Nimegcn, Skenk, Bommel, Crevecoeur, 
etc. and there were but few hours in the day 
wherein the king did not receive an account of 
fome conqueft. An officer, named Mazel, made 
this requeil to Turenne: “ If you will fend me 
“ about fifty horfe, I can with them take two or 
“ three towns.” 

Utrecht fent its keys, and capitulated, together 
with all the province which bears its name. Lewis 
made his triumphal entry into that city, being at- 
tended by his grand almoner, his confellbr, and the 
titular bilhop of Utrecht. The great church was 
given up to the Catholics with great folemnity; 
and the bilhop, who had only pplfelTed the vain 
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and empty title, was, for fome time, eflablifhed in 
a real dignity. The religion of Lewis XIV. made 

conquefts as well as his arms; by which, in the 
opinion of the Catholics, he gained a right to 
Holland. 

The provinces of Utrecht, Overiffel, and Guil- 
ders, were fubje&ed; and Amfterdam expected the 
moment of its flavery or ruin was at hand. The 
Jews, eftablifhcd in it, were earneft in offering to 
Gourvillc, the intendant and friend of the prince of 
Conde, two millions of liorins, to fecure them- 
felves from being plundered. 

Naerden, in the neighbourhood of Amflerdam, 
was already taken. Four only of the cavalry, who 
went out a marauding, advanced as far as the gates 
of Muiden, where the flukes are, which may be 
opened to drown the country, and which is only 
one league from Amflerdam. The magiflrates of 
Muiden, being under the greatefl dread and confler- 
nation, came and prefented their keys to thefe four 
foldiers; but, at laft, obferving the reft of the troops 
did not come up, they took back their keys, and 
fhut their gates. A moment’s diligence would have 
put the king in poffeffiOn of Amflerdam: and this 
capital being once taken, not only the republic would 
have perifhed, but the nation of Holland would no 
more have exifled, and even the land itfelf would 
foon have difappeared. The richcfl families, and 
thofc who were mofl defirous of liberty, prepared 
to embark for Batavia, and fly even to the extre- 
mities of the world. The fhips capable to make 
this voyage were numbered, and a calculation made 
of how many they could imbark; and it was found, 

V 0 L. I. O 
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that fifty thoufand families might take refuge in 
their new country. The Dutch would no longer 
have exifled but in the mofl: diftant part of the Eaft- 
Indies; and thefe European provinces which fubfift 
only by their Afian riches, their commerce, and, if 
a Frenchman may fay fo, by their liberty, would, 
on a fudden, have been ruined and depopulated. 
Amflerdam, which is the warehoufe and the ma- 
gazine of Europe, wherein commerce and the arts 
are cultivated by three hundred thoufand men, 
would prefently have become only one vaft lake. 
All the adjacent lands require immenfe expence, 
and many thoufands of men, to raife and maintain 
their banks: and they would probably at once have 
wanted the fupport both of men and money, and 
would at lafl: have been overwhelmed by the fea, 
leaving Lewis XIV. only the wretched glory of hav- 
ing dellroycd one of the fined: and mod extraor- 
dinary monuments of human indudry. 

The didreffes of the date were increafed by the 
divifions which commonly arife among unhappy 
people, who endeavour to cad the blame of public 
calamities upon one another. The grand penfion- 
ary de Witt thought the remainder of his country 
could be faved only by begging peace of the con- 
queror. De Witt, being both a drong republican, 
and jealous of his own particular authority, was 
always more afraid of the prince of Orange’s ele- 
vation than of the conqueds of the king of France: 
he had even made this prince fwear to obferve a 
perpetual edift, by which he was excluded from 
the dignity of dadtholder. The fpirit of party, 
honour, intcred and authority, all excited de Witt 

to take care, that this oath was obferved; and he 
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therefore rather chofe to fee his republic fubjected 
by a victorious king, than under the dominion ot 
a ftadtholder. 

On the other fide, the prince of Orange, being 
as much attached to his country, more ambitious 
than de Witt, more patient under the public cala- 
mities, and hoping every thing from time, and the 
obflinacy of his perfeverance, was ardent in his en- 
deavours to prevent a peace, and to obtain the 
ftadtholderfhip. And though the dates refolved to 
fue for peace in fpite of the prince, yet the prince 
was elevated to the dignity of dadtholder in fpite of 
the de Witts. '* 

Four deputies came to the king’s camp, to im- 
plore his clemency in the name of a republic, 
which, fix months before, had thought itfelf the 
arbitrator between kings. The deputies were not 
received by the miniders of Lewis XIV. with that 
politenefs fo peculiar to the French, who, even in 
the feverity of government, retain their civility and 
complaifance. Louvois, who was proud and mo- 
rofe, and more capable to ferve his mafter well, 
than to render him beloved, received thefe fuppliants 
with haughtinefs, and even with the infult of rail- 
lery. They were made to return feveral different 
times: but at laft the king ordered his determina- 
tion to be declared to them; which was, that the 
dates fhould give up to him all they pofleded on the 
other fide of the Rhine, comprehending Nimigen, 
together with feveral other towns and forts in the 
heart of their territories: that they fhould pay him 
twenty millions: that the French fhould be maders 
of all the great roads of Holland both by land and 

O 2 
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water, without paying toll: that the Catholic reli- 
gion fhould be every-where reflored •. that the re- 
public fhould every year fend an embaflador extra- 
ordinary to France with a gold medal, whereon 
fhould be engraved an acknowlegement, that they 
held their liberties of Lewis XIV. and, finally, 
that they fhould alfo make fatisfaftion to the king 
of England, and the princes of the empire, par- 
ticularly thofe of Cologn and Munfter, by whom 
Holland ftill continued to be ravaged. 

Thefe conditions of a peace, which approached 
fo near to flavery, appeared intolerable; and the 
rigour of the conqueror infpired the vanquiihed 
with a defperate courage. The Dutch refolved to 
die in defence of their liberty. The hearts and 
the hopes of the nation were all turned upon the 
prince of Orange. The people became enraged 
againft the grand penfionary, who had fued for 
peace; and their feditious fury foon joined the de- 
figns and animofity of the prince’s party. An at- 
tempt was immediately made againft the life of the 
grand penfionary John de Witt; and Cornelius his 
brother, being afterwards accufed of an attempt 
againft the prince’s life, was put to the rack; and, 
in his torments, recited the firft lines of this ode of 
Horace, Juftum fy tenacem; which was applicable 
to the condition he was then in, and to his courage; 
and which, for the fake of thofe who do not under- 
ftand Latin, is thus tranllated: 

The man, in confcious virtue bold, 
Who dares his fecret purpoje hold, 
Unjhaken hears the croud's tumultuous d ies. 
And the impetuous tyrant's angry brow defies. 

Francis’s Horace. 
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At la ft, (d) the unruly populace maftacred the two 
brothers in the Hague: one of whom had governed 
the ftate for nineteen years with great integrity, 
and the other fignally ferved it with his fword. 
All thofe violences were committed upon their 
bleeding bodies, of which the fury of an enraged 
multitude is capable. Such horrid a&ions are 
common to all nations; and the French, in parti- 
cular, have been guilty of them, in regard to the 
marlhal d’Encre, the admiral Coligny, etc. for the 
populace is nearly the fame in all places. The 
friends of the penfionary were alfo purfued; and 
even Ruyter himfelf, the admiral of the republic, 
who was the only one that then fought for her with 
fuccefs, beheld himfelf furrounded with aflaffins in 
the city of Amfterdam. 

In the midft of thefe diforders and devaftations, 
the magiftrates manifefted virtues, which are feldom 
feen but in republics. Thofe of the inhabitants, 
who were poflefled of bank-notes, ran in crouds to 
the bank of Amfterdam; and it was apprehended 
they would lay violent hands upon the public trea- 
fure. Every one was eager to get his money out 
of the little which it was fuppofed there ftill re- 
mained. The magiftrates opened the cellars where 
this treafure was depofited ; and it was found in- 
tire, juft as it had been depofited fixty years be- 
fore: and the filver was even ftill black from the 
eHefts of the fire, by which the ftadthoufe had been 
confumed long before. The bank-notes, till now, 
had conftantly been negotiated, and this treafure 
never touched. But now, thofe, who infifted upon 

(d) Auguft 10. 1671. 
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having their money, were paid out of it. Such 
diftinguifhed good faith, and fuch great refources, 
were then fo much the more admirable, as Charles 
the fecond, king of England, to defray the ex- 
pences of his pleafvres, and his war again ft the 
Dutch, not being fatisfied with the money he got 
from France, had, juft at that time, become a bank- 
rupt to his fubjects. And it was as difti.onourable 
to this king, thus to violate the public faith, as it 
was glorious in the magiftrates of Amfterdam to 
preferve it, at a time when a failure might have ap- 
peared pardonable. 

To this republican virtue they joined that cou- 
rage of mind, which, for redrefs in irremediable 
misfortunes, flies to extremes. They caufed the 
banks, which kept out the fea, to be cut; and 
the country-hoi:fes, which are innumerable about 
Amfterdam, the villages, and the neighbouring 
towns, fuch as Leyden and Delft, were laid un- 
der wrater. The country-people did not repine at 
feeing their herds of cattle drowned in the fields. 
Amfterdam appeared like a vaft fortrefs in the 
midft of the fea, furrounded with flaps of war, 
which had depth of water fufticient to make them 
be ftationed round the city. There was the greateft 
fcarcity among the inhabitants ; efpecially of frefh 
water, which was fold for fix-pence a pint: but 
they confidered thcfe neceflities as more tolerable 
than flavery. It is worthy the obfervation of po- 
fterity, that Holland, when thus overwhelmed on 
land, and, as it v^ere, no longer a fiate, yet con- 
tinued formidable at fea; which, indeed, is the true 
element of this people. 

■While Lewis XIV. crofted the Rhine, and fub- 
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jecled three provinces ; admiral Ruyter, with about 
an hundred fhips of war, and more than fifty fire- 
fhips, went upon .the coalb of England, in fearclv 
of the fleet of the two kings; whofe united force 
had not been able to put to fea a naval armament 
fuperior to that of the republic. The Englifh and 
Dutch fought like nations accuftomed to difpute 
the empire of the ocean. The battle, called the 
Solbay, lafted one intire day (e). Ruyter, who firfl 
gave the fignal, attacked the lliip of the Englifh 
admiral, in which was the duke of York, the king’s 
brother. The viftory, in the engagement between 
thefe two admirals, was gained by Ruyter. The 
duke of York, being obliged to change his fliip, 
did not again appear before the admiral of Holland. 
The thirty French fhips had very little fhare in the 
afrion; and the confequence of this engagement 
was, that the coafts of Holland were rendered fe- 
cure. 

After this, Ruyter, notwithflanding the fears, 
and the oppofition of his countrymen, brought the 
fleet of India merchantmen into the Texel; and 
thus, on one fide, defended and enriched his coun- 
try, while, on the other, it was deftroyed. The 
Dutch even continued their commerce; and no 
flags but theirs were feen in the Indian feas. A 
conful of France one day telling the king of Perfia, 
that Lewis XIV. had conquered almofl all Hol- 
land; How can that be? replied the Perfian mon- 
arch ; Jince for one French flrip in the port of Onnus, 
there are always twenty Dutch, 

The prince of Orange, in the mean time, had 
the ambition of fhewing himfelf a good citizen- 

(e) June 7. 
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He offered the ftate the revenue of his ports, and 
his whole fortune for the defence of liberty. He 
covered with inundations all thofe paffages through 
which the French might penetrate into the reft of 
the country. By the quicknefs and fecrecy of his 
negotiations he roufed the emperor, the empire, 
the council of Spain, and the governor of Flan- 
ders, from their lethargy; and even difpofed Eng- 
land towards peace. To conclude, the king had 
entered Holland in the month of May, and, in 
July, all Europe began to confpire againft him. 

Monteroy, governor of Flanders, fecretly caufed 
fome regiments to march to the relief of the United 
provinces. The council of the emperor Leopold fent 
Montecuculi, at the head of near twenty thoufand 
men; and the eleffor of Brandenbourg, who had 
twenty-five thoufand foldiers in his pay, marched 
with them under his command. 

As no more conquefts could be made in a coun- 
try overwhelmed with water, the king now quitted 
his army (f). The prefervadon of the conquered 
provinces was difficult, and Lewis was for keeping 
a certain glory. Satisfied with having taken fo 
many towns in two months, he returned to St. 
Germains in the midft of fummer; and leaving 
Turenne and Luxembourg to complete the war, 
he enjoyed the glory of his triumph. Monuments 
of his conquerts were erefted, while the powers of 
Europe were labouring to deprive him of them. 

(f) July 167*. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The evacuation of Holland; and the fecond 

conqueft of Franche Comte. 

E think it necedary here to remind thofe 
who may read this work, that it is not 

merely a narrative of campaigns, but rather an hi- 
flory of the manners of men. There are books 
enough which contain all the minute particulars of 
martial exploits, and relations of human madnefs 
and mifery. The defign of this ellay is to paint 
the principal characters in thefe revolutions, and to 
exclude the multitude of little faCts, in order to 
drew only thofe which are confiderable, and (if that 
can be done) the fphit by which they are con- 
ducted. 

France was then at the height of its glory. The 
name of its generals imprinted veneration. Its 
minifters w'ere regarded as geniufes fuperior to the 
counfellors of other princes; and Lewis feemed to 
be the foie king in Europe. In reality, the empe- 
ror Leopold never appeared perfonally in his ar- 
mies. Charles II. king of Spain, fon of Philip 
IV. was as yet in his infancy; and the king of 
England never fhewed any activity but in his plea- 
fures. 

All thefe princes, and their minilters, were guilty 
of great faults. England aCted contrary to the 
true maxims of ftate-policy, in uniting w ith France 
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for the elevation of a power, which it was rather 
her intei'eH to humble. 

The emperor, the empire, and the council of 
Spain, were yet more to blame, in not immediately 
oppofing the torrent. But, however, Lewis XIV. 
was guilty of an error as great as all theirs, in not 
purfuing fuch eafy conquefts with fufficient rapidity. 
Conde and Turenne were for demolifhing moll of 
the Dutch towns; faying, that Bates were not fub- 
jefted by garifons, but by armies; and that having 
preferved only one or two places for a retreat, the 
troops ought to march with the utmoft rapidity, to 
complete the conqueft. Louvois, on the contrary, 
was every-where for having fortifications and gari- 
fons. This was his humour; and it was alio the 
king’s. Louvois, by this means, had more em- 
ployments in his gift, extended the power of his 
miniftry, and took a pleafure in acting contrary to 
the opinions of the two gresteB generals of the 
age. Lewis confided in him, and was deceived, as 
he afterwards confeifed. He neglected the oppor- 
tunity he had to enter the capital of Holland ; 
weakened his army by diftributing it into too many 
places; and gave his enemy time to take breath. 
The hi (lory of the greateft princes is frequently a 
relation of the univerfal faults of mankind. 

After the king’s departure, affairs began to put 
on a different afpecb Turenne was forced to march 
towards Weffphalia, to oppofe the Imperialifis. 
Monterey, the governor of Flanders, without being 
authorized by the timid council of Spain, reinforced 
the prince of Orange’s little army with about ten 
thoufand men ; which enabled this prince to refill 
the French till winter, and in a great meafure to 
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balance the fcale of fortune. Winter at la ft arriv- 
ed, and the inundations of Holland were covered 
with ice. And now Luxembourg, who commanded 
in Utrecht, carried on a new kind of war, unknown 
to the French, and endangered Holland in as terrible 
a manner as before. 

He, one night, aftembled near twelve thoufand 
foot foldiers from the neighbouring garifons, for 
whom llcaits had been prepared; and, putting him- 
felf, at their head, he Ikaited with them over the ice 
towards Leyden and the Hague: but a thaw com- 
ing on, it preferved the Hague; and his arm}', 
being furrounded with water, unable to get off the 
ice, and dcftitute of proviftons, was ready to pe- 
rilh. In order to get back to Utrecht, they were 
forced to march upon a narrow and muddy bank, 
which could fcarce admit four to walk in front. 
Neither could they get at this bank but by attack- 
ing a fort, w-hich, without artillery, feemed impre- 
gnable. Had this fort flopped the army only a iingJe 
day, it would have been almoft deftroyed with 
hunger and fatigue. Luxembourg w'as without re- 
fource; but fortune, which had faved the Hague, 
faved his army by the cowardice of the commander 
of this fort, w'ho abandoned his poft without any 
reafon. A thoufand things are done in war, as well 
as in common life, which are incomprehenfible: 
and this was certainly of the number. All the 
fruit of this enterprize was a cruelty which ren- 
dered the French completely odious in this coun- 
try. Bodegrave and Swamerdam, two rich and 
populous towns, which might be compared to many 
of our cities of the middle kind, were abandoned 
£0 be plundered by the foidiers, as a reward for 
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their fatigues. They fet thefe two towns on fire; 
and, by the light of the flames, committed all kinds 
of cruelty and debauchery. It is afloniflung, that 
the French foldiers flaould (hew themfelves fo bar- 
barous, being commanded by a prodigious number 
of officers, who had very juflly acquired the repu- 
tation of being truly couragious and humane. The 
excelles they committed were fo exaggerated by 
the inhabitants, that I have feen Dutch books, above 
forty years afterwards, wherein children were learn- 
ed to read, containing a relation of this aftion, and 
drawn up with a defign to infpire fucceeding gene- 
rations with hatred and deteftation of the French. 

(a) In the mean time, the king, by his negotiations, 
influenced the councils of all the European princes. 
He gained the duke of Hanover. The elector of 
Brandenbourg, in the beginning of the war, con- 
cluded a treaty; but it was foon after broken. 
There were none of the German courts wherein 
Lewis had not his penfioners. His emiflaries in 
Hungary fomented the troubles of that province; 
which was feverely treated by the council of Vienna. 
Money was lavifhed upon the king of England, to 
engage him to continue the war againfl Holland, 
notwithftanding the univerfal exclamations of the 
Englifh nation, which was filled with indignation at 
being made to ferve the ambition of Lewis XIV. 
which on the contrary it wanted to curb. The 
repofe of Europe was difturbed by the arms and 
negotiations of Lewis; and, at laft, he could not 
prevent the emperor, the empire, and Spain, from 
joining the Dutch, and folemnly declaring war 
againft him. He had changed the courfe of affairs 

(aj 1673. 
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fo intirely, that the Dutch, who were his natural 
allies, were become the friends of Spain. The 
emperor Leopold fent tardy fuccours; but he (hew- 
ed great animofity. It is faid, that when he went 
to fee the troops at Egra, which he had caufed to 
be affembled there, he received the communion upon 
the road, and immediately after took a crucifix in > 
his hand, and called upon God to bear witnefs to 
the juflice of his caufe. There might have been 
propriety in fuch an action in the time of the croi- 
fades: but Leopold’s prayer did not now prevent 
the progrefs of the king of France’s arms. 

It immediately appeared how greatly his marine 
was improved. Inftead of thirty fhips, which had 
been joined the year before to the Englifh fleet, 
now forty were joined, without including the fire- 
fhips. The officers had learned the excellent rules 
of fighting praclifcd by the Englifh, by -w hich they 
had combated thofe of their enemies the Dutch. 
The duke of York, afterwards James the fecond, 
was the firft who invented the art of giving orders 
at fea, by means of the various movements of flags. 
Before that time, the French did not know how to 
draw up a fleet in order of battle. The whole of 
their experience confifted in fighting one fhip again ft 
another: they were unfldlled to make many move 
in concert, and imitate at fea the evolutions of land- 
armies, whofe feveral divifions mutually fuccour 
and fupport each other. They did what the Ro- 
mans had done before them, who, in one year’s 
time, learned of the Carthaginians the art of naval 
combats, and equalled their maftem. 

The vice-admiral d’Etree, and Martel his lieu- 
V O L. I. P 
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tenant, did honour to the military induftry of 
the French nation, in three fucceffive naval en- 
gagements, which happened in the month of June 
between the Dutch fleet and that of France and 
England (/?)• Admiral Ruyter was more admired 
than ever in thefe three actions. D’Etree, in his 
letter to Colbert, had thefe words: “ I would have 
“ loft my life to have obtained the glory which 
“ Ruyter has acquired.’' And d’Etree deferved to 
be thus fpoken of by Ruyter. The courage and 
conduft on both fldes were fo equal, that the vi- 
ftory always remained undecided. 

Lewis, who, by the endeavours of Colbert, 
made his people feamen, by the induftry of Vau- 
ban, rendered the art of war by land ftill more 
perfect. He went in perfon to befiege Maeftricht, 
at the fame time when thefe three naval engage- 
ments happened at fea. Maeftricht was to him a 
key to the Low Countries, and the United Pro- 
vinces. The place was ftrong, and defended by 
an intrepid governor, named Farjaux, who was a 
Frenchman, and had entered into the fervice of 
Spain, and afterwards into that of Holland. The 
garifon was compofed of five thoufand men. \ au- 
ban, who conducted the fiege, for the firft time 
tiled thofe parallels, invented by the Italian engin- 
eers in the fervice of the Turks at the fiege of 
Candy: and he added to them the places of arms, 
which are made in the trenches, to draw up the 
troops in order of battle, and the better to rally 
them, in cale of fallies from the befieged. Lew is, 
in this fiege, Ihewed himfelf more exatt and labo- 
rious than he had been before. By his example he 

(I) The 7. 14. and ai. of June 1S73. 
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inured his troops, till then accufed of a ha fly cou- 
rage, which was foon diffipated by fatigue, to pa- 
tience in labour. Maeftricht furrendered at the end 
of eight days (c). 

He fhewed a feverity which appeared even too 
great, in order to ftrengthen and improve his mi- 
litary difcipline. The prince of Orange, who, to 
oppofe his rapid conquefts, had only officers with- 
out emulation, and foldiers without courage, made 
them better by the rigour of his puniihments; 
for he caufed all thofs who abandoned their polls 
to be hanged. The king aifo ufed chaftifements. 
A very brave officer, named Dupas, furrendered 
Naerdin to the prince of Orange, which was the 
firif time the king loft a town (d). Indeed, the 
prince kept it only four days; but the king did 
not regain it till after an engagement which lafted 
five hours; which was fought to avoid a general 
aflault upon bad fortifications, which a weak and 
fatigued garifon would not have-bccn able to fu- 
ilain. The king, being incenfed at the firft affront 
which his arms had received, condemned Dupas 
to be led through Utrecht, with a Ihovel in his 
hand, and his fword to be broken. This was an 
ignominy, which, perhaps, is unneceftary with re- 
gard to the French officers, who are fenfible enough 
of glory, not to be governed by the fear of (hame. 
The governors of fortified towns are indeed oblig- 
ed, by their rules, to fuftain three aftaults; but this 
is of the number of thofe laws which are feldom 
obferved. 

The endeavours of the king, the genius of Vau- 

(c) June 14. 1673. (t!) Sept. 14, 1673. 
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ban, the ftrift vigilance of Louvois, the experience 
and the great ildll of Turenne, and the intrepid 
activity of the prince of Conde, could not all re- 
pair the error which had been committed in keep- 
ing too many towns, weakening the army, and ne- 
glecting the opportunity of entering Amfterdam. 

The prince of Conde in vain endeavoured to pe- 
netrate into the heart of Holland, when overwhelm- 
ed with waters. Turenne could neither prevent the 
junftion of Montecuculi and the prince of Orange, 
nor hinder the prince of Orange from taking Bonn. 
The hilltop of Munfter, who had fworn the deftru- 
Cion of the States general, was himfelf attacked by 
the Dutch (e). 

The parliament of England forced its king to 
enter ferioufly into negotiations of peace, and ceafe 
to be the mercenary inftrument of the grandeur of 
France. And now it became ncceflary to abandon 
the three provinces of Holland, with as much expe- 
dition as they had been conquered. But this, how- 
ever, was not done without their being ranfomed. 
The intendant Robert drew out of the lingle pro- 
vince of Utrecht fixteen hundred and fixty-eight 
thoufand florins in one year. The French w-ere in 
fuch a hurry to evacuate the country which they 
had taken with fuch rapidity, that twenty-eight 
thoufand Dutch prifoners were releafed at a crown 
a man. The triumphal arch of the gate of St. Denis, 
and the other monuments of thefe conquefts, were 
fcarce finilhed, w'hen the conquefls themfelves were 
abandoned. The Hollanders, in the courfe of this 
invafion, had the glory to difpute the empire of the 
f'cs, and tire addrefs to tranfport the theatre of the 

(e) Nov. itfjs. 
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war by land out of their own country. Lewis XIV. 
was regarded, in Europe, as having been too preci- 
pitate and prefumptuous in the fplendor of histranfi- 
tory triumph. The fruits of this enterprize were a 
bloody war to maintain againft Spain, the Empire, 
and Holland, united; the being abandoned by 
England, and at laft by Munfter, and even Co- 
logne; and the leaving more hatred than admira- 
tion of him, in thofe territories, the conqueft of 
which he was forced to relinquifn. 

The king alone fuftained the efforts of all the 
enemies which he had raifed again(1 himlelf. Elis 
power, and the wifdom of his government, were 
yet more confpicuous, when it became neceffary for 
him to defend himfelf againft fo many united 
powers, and the greateft generals, than when he 
had forced French Flanders, Franche-Comte, and 
one half of Holland, out of the hands of defence- 
lefs enemies. 

The advantage which an abfolute monarch, whofe 
finances are well managed, has over other kings, 
v/as more particularly remarkable: he, at ont and 
the fame time, caiifed an army of about twenty-three 
thoufand men, to march, under Turenne, againfl 
the Imperialifts; and another of forty thoufand, 
under Conde, againfl; the prince of Orange : a con- 
fiderable body of troops was alfo affembled upon 
the frontiers of Roufillon; and a fleet, filled with 
foldiers, was fent to carry the war againfl: the Spa- 
niards, even as far as Meflina. He marched him- 
felf a fecond time to make himfelf mafter of Fra iche- 
Comte; and he every-where defended himfelf, and 
attacked others at the fame time. 

P 3 
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In this enterprize upon Franche-Comte, the 

fuperiority of his government appeared. It was 
neceifary for him to gain to his intereft, or at 
lealt to render neuter, the Switzers; a people who 
are as formidable as they are poor, who are always 
armed, jealous to the laft degree of their liberty, 
invincible upon their own frontiers, and who had 
begun already to take umbrage at feeing Lewis 
XIV. again in their neighbourhood. The emperor 
and Spain foliated the thirteen cantons to grant, at 
leaf}, a free paffage to their troops, for the relief of 

Franche-Comte; which, through the negligence 
of the Spanifh miniftry, had been left without de- 

fence. The king, on his fide, preiTed the Switzers 
to refule this pafiage. But the Empire and Spain 
ufing nothing more than arguments and entreaties, 
the king with a million of money paid down, and 
a promise of fix hundred thoufand livres, deter- 
mined the Switzers to do as he defired; and the 
paffage was refufed. Lewis, accompanied by his 
brother, and the fon of the greaf Conde, befieged 
Befancon. The king loved fieges, underflood them 
perfectly well, and therefore committed the care of 
the army in the field to Conde and Turenne. But, 
indeed, he never befieged a town without being 
morally certain to take it. Louvois prepared all 
things fo effectually, the troops were fo well fur- 
nifned, and Vauhan, who conduced almoft all the 
fieges, was fo great a matter in the art of taking 
towns, that the king's glory was in perfeCt fecu- 
rity. Vauban directed the attacks at Befancon, which 
was taken in nine days (f); and, at the end of fix 
weeks, all Franche-Comte was fubjeCted to the 

(f) May 1;. 1674. 
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king: after which it hath continued under the do- 
minion of France, feems to be for ever annexed to 
it, and remains as a monument of the weaknefs of 
the Auftrian-Spanifh miniftry, and the ftrength of 
that of Lewis XIV. 

The fine campaign, and death of Marflial 

de Turenne. 

THILE the king made a rap'd conqueft of 
Franche-Comte, with that facility and eclat 

which ftill attended upon his fortune; Turenne, 
who only defended the frontiers on the fide of the 
Rhine, difplayed every thing that is greateft, and 
moft confummate, in the art of war. Men Ihew 
their abilities by the difficulties they furmount; and 
it was this which gained Turenne fo high a reputa- 
tion in this campaign. 

He, at firft, made a long and rapid march, 
pa (fed the Rhine at Philiplbourg (a), marched all 
night to Sintzheim, forced that place, and, at the 
fame time, attacked and defeated Caprara, the em- 
peror's general, and the old duke of Lorrain, Charles 
IV. who had fpent all his life in lofmg his territo- 
ries, and raffing troops, and who had lately united 
his little army with part of the emperor’s. Tu- 
renne, after having defeated him, purfued him, and 
again defeated his cavalry at Ladimbourg (6); from 
whence he haftened to the prince de Bournonville, 

CHAPTER XI. 

(a) June 1674. (i) July 1674. 
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another general of the Imperialifts, who only waked 
for frelh troops to open himfelf a paflage into Al- 
face. Turenne prevented the junction of thefe 
troops, attacked Bournonville, and forced him to 
quit the field of battle (c). 

The empire afiembled all its forces againft him: 
feventy thoufand Germans entered Alface, where 
they befieged Briflac and Philipfbourg. Turenne 
had not more than twenty thoufand effeftive men at 
moft. The prince of Conde fent him a fmall body 
of cavalry from Flanders; after which he traverfed 
vafi: mountains covered with fnow, and, on a fud- 
den, appeared in upper Alface, in the midft of the 
enemy’s quarters, who imagined he was quiet in 
Lorrain, and thought the campaign was at an end. 
He defeated thofe troops which oppofed him at 
Mulhaufen (d), and took two thoufand prifoners. 
Fie then marched to Colmar, where the eleftor of 
Brandenbourg, who was called the grand elector, and 
was then general of the Imperial armies, had his 
quarters. He arrived juft at the time when this 
prince and the other generals were fitting down to 
table; fo that they had only juft time to efcape, 
and the field became covered with fugitives. 

Turenne, who thought he had done nothing, fo 
long as there remained any thing to do, polled 
himfelf near Turkheim (e), in order to attack a part 
of the enemy’s infantry. The advantageous fitua- 
tion of the poll which he had chofen rendered his 
viflory certain: he defeated this infantry; and, at 
laft, this whole army of feventy thoufand men was 
vanquifhed and difperfed even without any confi- 
derable engagement. Alface remained to the king, 

(c) Oftober ifi74- (rf) Dec. 1674. (e) Jan. 5. 167S 
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and the Imperial generals were compelled to repafs 
the Rhine. 

All thefe fucceffive aftions, purfued with fuch 
perfeverance, conduced with fo much art, and 
executed with fo great expedition, were equally ad- 
mired by the French and the enemy. The glory 
of Turenne was even increafed, when it was known, 
that every thing he had done, in this campaign, 
had been againft the will of the court, and con- 
trary to the repeated orders fent by Louvois in the 
king’s name. To refill the all-powerful Louvois, 
and be anfwerable for the confequence, notwith- 
Itanding the exclamations of the court, the orders 
of the king, and the hatred of the miniller, was not 
the leaft inftance of the courage of Turenne, nor 
the lead exploit of the campaign. 

It mull be confelfed, that thofe, whofe humanity 
was fuperior to their elleem of military exploits, la- 
mented the glory of this campaign. It was cele- 
brated as much through the miferies of the people, 
as the expeditions of Turenne. After the battle of 
Sintzheim, he put the Palatinate, which was a fine 
and fertile country, full of populous towns and vil- 
lages, to fire and fword. The elector Palatine, 
from the top of his caftle at Manheim, beheld two 
towns, and five-and-twenty villages in flames; a 
fpectacle which at once excited in him both rage 
and defpair, and made him challenge Turenne to 
Angle combat, by a letter which he fent to him, 
filled with reproaches. Turenne having fent this 
letter to the king, who commanded him not to ac- 
cept the challenge, he anfwered the eleftor’s com- 
plaints and defiance, only by a vague and infignifi- 
cant compliment. It was the ftile and manner of 
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Turenne always to exprefs himfelf with moderation 
and ambiguity. 

He, with the fame indifference, defiroyed the 
ovens, and laid wade part of the country of Al- 
face, to prevent the enemy from fubfifting. He 
afterwards permitted his cavalry to ravage Lorrain, 
where they committed fuch diforders, that the in- 
tendant, who, on his fide, ruined Lorrain with his 
pen, frequently wrote and fent to him to put a flop 
to thefe exceffes. Turenne always coldly replied; 
I ivill fend him an anpiver at a proper time. He ra- 
ther chofe to be called the father of the foldiers, 
who were entrufled to him, than of the people; 
who, according to the laws of war, are always fi- 
crificed to them. All the mifchief done by him ap- 
peared neceffary: his glory covered every thing: 
and, befides, the feventy thoufand Germans, which 
he had prevented from penetrating into France, 
would have committed a great deal more mifchief 
there than he had done in Alface, Lorrain, and the 
Palatinate. 

The prince of Conde, on his fide, fought a battle 
in Flanders, which was much more bloody than all 
thefe actions of the vifcount de Turenne, but was 
lefs fuccefsful, and lefs decifive; either becaufe the 
fituation of the places was lefs favourable to him, 
or becaufe he had not taken his meafures fo well; 
or rather, becaufe he had abler generals, and better 
troops, to oppofe. This battle was that of Senef. 
The marquis de Feuquieres is for having it called 
only a combat; becaufe the aftion was not between 
two armies regularly drawn up, and becaufe all the 
corps did not aft. Neverthelefs, people are unani- 
mous in calling this fharp and bloody aftion a battle. 
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An engagement between three thoufand men, regu- 
larly drawn up, all the little corps of which fhould 
a£l, would be only a combat. It is the importance 
of an action which always determines its name. 

The prince of Conde was to keep the field with 
about forty-five thoufand men, againft tire prince of 
Orange, who had fixty thoufand. He waited for 
the enemy’s army to pafs a defile at Senef, near 
Mons; attacked part of the rear, compofed of Spa- 
niards; and gained a great advantage. The prince 
of Orange was blamed for not having taken a fuffi- 
cient precaution in the pafiage of the defile; but 
the manner in which he remedied the diforder was 
admired; and Conde was blamed for renewing the 
combat afterwards, againft enemies who were too 
fecurely intrenched. The engagement was renewed 
three feveral times. The two generals, in this con- 
fufion of errors, and great actions, equally figna- 
lized their courage, and their prefence of mind. 
Of all the battles fought by the great Conde, he 
expofed his own life and the lives of his foldiers 
more upon this occafion than any other. He had 
three horfes killed under him ; and was defirous,after 
three bloody attacks, to hazard a fourth. It feemed, 
fays an officer who was prefent, as if the prince of 
Conde alone was defirous of fighting. What is moft 
extraordinary in this aiftion is, that the troops on 
both fides after the bloodieft and moft obftinate con- 
tefts, being feized with a panic terror, took to flight 
in the night; and the next day the two armies re- 
tired, each on its own fide, neither of them having 
gained the field of battle, or the victory, and both 
equally weakened and vanquiffied. There were near 
feven thoufand killed, and five thoufand taken pri- 
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loners, on the fide of the French; and the lofs of 
the enemy was nearly the fame. So much blood- 
flied, without any advantage, prevented both ar- 
mies from undertaking any thing conliderable: yet 
it was of fuch confequence for the prince of Orange, 
to give reputation to Ms arms, that, to make it be- 
lieved he had gained the viftory, he befieged Oude- 
narde: but the prince of Conde proved he had not 
loft the battle, by caufing the fiege to be immedi- 
ately raifed, and by purfuing the prince of Orange. 

Both France and the allies, upon this occalion, ob- 
ferved the vain ceremony of thankfgiving to heaven 
for a victory which neither of them had obtained. 
This practice has been introduced, to encourage the 
people, whom it is always neceflary to deceive. 

Turenne, in Germany, with a fmall army, conti- 
nued thofe progreffes which were the efFeft of his 
genius. The council of Vienna, no longer daring 
to truft the fortune of the empire to princes who 
had but ill defended it, again placed, at the head of 
its armies, Montecuculi, who had defeated the 
Turks in the battle of St. Gothard; and who, in 
fpite of Turenne and Conde, had joined the prince 
of Orange, and flopped the fuccefles of Lewis 
XIV. after Ms conqueft of three provinces of Hol- 
land. 

It has been remarked, that the greateft generals of 
the empire have frequently been Italians. Italy, in its 
declenfion and flavery, ftill produces men, who fre- 
quently revive the rememberance of what Are was of 
old. Montecuculi was tire only man worthy to be 
oppofed againft Turenne. They had both reduced 
war into an art. They fpent four months in fol- 
lowing and obferving each other in their marches 
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and encampments; which were more applauded than 
victories both by the officers of France and the Em- 
pire. Each of them penetrated the other’s defigns, by 
what he would himfelf have done in the fame fitua- 
tion; and they were never deceived. They oppofed 
each other with patience, ftratagem, and activity; 
and were at laft upon the point of coming to an 
engagement and flaking their reputations upon the 
hazard of a battle, near the village of Saltzbach; 
when Turenne, in going to choofe a place whereon 
to ereft a battery, was killed by a cannon-fbot (f \ 
No one is ignorant of the circum fiances of his death: 
but we cannot here refrain a review of the principal 
of them, for the fame reafon that they are Hill 
talked of every day. It feems as if one could not 
too often repeat, that the fame bullet which killed 
him, having {hot off the arm of Saint Hilaire, lieu- 
tenant-general of the artillery, his fon came and be- 
wailed his misfortune with many tears: but the fa- 
ther looking towards Turenne, faid; It is not Ty 

but that great man rvho fhould be lamented. Thefe 
words may be compared with the mofl heroic fay- 
ings recorded in all hiflory; and are the belt elogy 
that could be bellowed upon Turenne. It is uncom- 
mon under a defpotic government, where people 
are actuated only by their private interefts, for thofe 
who have ferved their country, to die regretted by 
the public. Neverthelefs, Turenne was lamented 
both by the foldiers and people; and Louvois was 
the only one who rejoiced at his death. The honours 
which the king ordered to be paid to bis memory, 
are known to every one; and that he was interred 

(f) Jl|1y 17. i«7s. 
a V O L. I. 
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at Saint Denis, in the fame manner as the conftable 
du Guefclin, above whom he was elevated by the 
voice of the public, as much as the age of Turenne 
was fuperior to the age of the con liable. 

Turenne had not always been fuccefsful in his 
wars: he had been defeated at Mariendal, Retel, 
and Cambray: he had alfo committed errors, and 
was himfelf fo great a man as to confefs them. He 
never made great and celebrated conquells, nor 
ever gained thofe great and important victories, by 
v'hich nations are fubjedted: but having always re- 
paired his defeats, and done a great deal with a 
little, he was regarded as the greateft general in 
Europe, at a time v'hen the art of w'ar was more 
iludied and better underflood than ever. More- 
over, though he was reproached for his infidelity 
in the wars of the Fronde; though at die age of 
near fixty years, love made him reveal the fecrets 
of the Hate; and though he had exercifed cruelties 
in the Palatinate, w’hich did not appear necelfary; 
yet he had always the happinefs to preferve the re- 
putation of an honell, w ife, and moderate man; 
becaufe his virtues, and his great abilities, which 
were peculiar to himfelf, made thofe errors and 
weaknelfes pardonable in him, which he had in com- 
mon with the reft of mankind. If he could be com- 
pared to any one, eve prefume, that, among all the 
generals of preceding ages, Gonzalvo de Cordova, 
furnamed the great general, is the man whom he 
moft refembled. 

He was born a Calvinift, and changed that reli- 
gion for the catholic, in 1668. no proteftant, or 
even no nhilofopber imagined, that perfuafion alone 
had made that change in a warrior, or in a politician 
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of fifty years of age, who, at that very time, had his 
miftrefles. It was well known that Lewis XIV. on 
making him marlhal-general of his armies, ufed this 
exprellion mentioned in the letters of Pclilfon and 
elfewhere; 1 ivifh you would oblige me to do fome- 
thing more for you. Thefe words (according to them) 
might in time work a converfion, and the office of 
conflable might tempt an ambitious mind. It is pof- 
fible, however, that this converfion was fincere. It 
frequently happens, that policy, ambition, the weak- 
nefies of love, and religious fentiments, meet toge- 
ther in the human heart. The Catholics, who tri- 
umphed on this change, did not believe the great 
foul of Turenne capable of diffimulation. 

What happened in Alface, immediately after his 
death, rendered the lofs of him fiill more fenfibiy 
felt. Montecuculi, who, by the (kill of the French 
general, had been kept three whole months on the 
other fide of the Rhine, palfed that river the mo- 
ment he was informed he had no longer Turenne 
to fear. He fell upon a part of the army, which 
had not yet recovered its confternation on the lois 
of Turenne, under the command of Lorges and 
Vauban, two lieutenant-generals, who were at va- 
riance with each other; and though the troops made 
a vigorous defence, they could not prevent the Im- 
perialifis from penetrating into Alface; which Tu- 
renne had always hindered them from entering. 
The army not only wanted a general to command 
it, but one alfo who might repair the recent de- 
feat of the marffial de Crequi, a man of an en- 
terprifing courage, capable of the greateft and 
the ralheft enterprizes, and dangerous to his coun- 

Q. 2 
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try, as well as to the enemy. He had been 
vanquished, through his own mifeonduft, at Con- 
farbruck. A body of twenty thoufand Germans, 
who laid fkge to Treves, defeated, and cut to pieces, 
the little army of Crequi; and he with difficulty ef- 
caped (g) the fourth time: after which, he haftened 
through new perils, to throw himfelf into Treves; 
which he defended with his courage, when he ought 
rather to have luccoured it by his prudence. He 
was for burying himfelf under the ruins of the 
place; for after the breach was practicable, he ftiii 
perfifted in its defence. But the garifon mutinied, 
and captain Bois-jourdan, at the head of them, went 
to capitulate at the breach. A bafe adtion was never 
before lb audacioufly committed. He threatened 
the marital with death, if he refufed to fign the 
treaty: but Crequi, with fome officers who conti- 
nued faithful to him, retired into the church, and 
rather chofe to be taken at diferetion, than to ca- 
pitulate. 

To replace the men which France had loft in fo 
many lieges and battles, Lewds XIV. was advifed 
not to rely, as ufual, upon the recruits out of the 
militia, but to caufe the ban and arriere-ban to 
march. 

By an ancient cuftom, which is now difufed, the 
pollelfors of fiefs were obliged to go to the wars, 
at their own expence, for the fervice of their fove- 
rehm lord, and to continue in arms a certain number 
of days. In this fervice confifted the greateft part 
of the laws of the nations of Europe, when in a 
Hate of barbarity: but now all things are changed; 
and the moll inconfiderable Hate raifes troops, which 

(g) Auguft xr. 
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are conftantly kept in pay, and are formed into re- 
gular difciplined corps. 

Lewis XIII. once convoked the noblelle of his 
kingdom; and Lewis XIV. now followed his ex- 
ample. The noblelTe, being aflembled into a corps, 
marched under the command of the marquis, after- 
wards the marlhal de Rochefort, to the frontiers 
of Flanders, and afterwards upon thofe of Ger- 
many : but this corps was neither confiderable nor 
ufeful, nor could be rendered fo. Thofe gentle- 
men, who loved war, and were capable of the fer- 
vice, were already officers in the army: thofe 
whom age or difguft confined, never quitted their 
abodes ; and the others, whofe ordinary occupation 
was the cultivation of their eftates, went, againft 
their inclination, to the number of about four thou- 
fand. Nothing could lefs referable a military corps: 
being all mounted and armed differently, without 
experience, and without difcipline, unable and un- 
willing to do regular fervice, they only caufed con- 
fufion, and we were difgufled with them for ever. 
Thefe were the laft traces we have feen in our re- 
gular troops, of that ancient chivalry, which for- 
merly compofed thefe troops, who, with the cou- 
rage natural to the nation, never made war in a 
right manner. 

Turenne being dead, Crequi defeated, and a 
prifoner, Treves taken, and Montecuculi raffing 
contributions in Alface; the king concluded'the 
prince of Conde could alone reanimate the troops, 
which were difeouraged by the death of Turenne. 
Conde therefore left the marffial de Luxembourg in 
Flanders, there to fupport the fortune of France, and 

Q- 3 
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went to flop the progrefs of Montecuculi; and his 
patience now appeared as great as his impetuofity 
had done at Senef. His genius, which was equal 
to every thing, difplayed the fame art as Turenne’s. 
Ey two encampments he flopped the progrefs of 
the German troops, and forced Montecuculi to 
raife the fieges of Hanau and Saverne. After this 
campaign, which was lefs brilliant than that of Se- 
nef, but more efleemed, the prince of Conde ceafed 
to appear in the wars. He was defirous to have 
his fon command, and offered to be his counfellor; 
but the king did nor choofe to have either young 
men or princes to be his generals: and had, even 
with difficulty, prevailed on himfelf to accept the 
ferviee of Conde himfelf. Louvois’s jealoufy of Tu- 
tenne had contributed as much as the name of 
Conde, to place him at the head of the armies. 

The prince retired to Chantilli, from whence he 
very rarely came to Verfailles, to behold his glory 
eclipfed, in a place where the courtier never regards 
any thing but favour. He palfed the remainder 
of his days, tormented with the gout, relieving 
the feverity of his pains, and employing the lei- 
i'ure of his retreat, in the converfation of men 
of genius of all kinds, with which France then 
abounded. He was worthy of their converfation ; 
as he was not unacquainted with any of thofe arts 
or fciences in which they fhined. He continued to 
be admired even in his retreat: but, at laft, that 
devouring fire, which, in his youth, had made 
him an hero, impetuous and full of paffions, hav- 
ing confumed the flrength of his body, which was 
naturally rather agile than robufl, he declined be- 
fore his time; and the flrength of his mind de- 
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caying with that of his body, there remained no- 
thing of the great Conde, during the two laft 
years of his life: he died in 1680. and Monte- 
cuculi retired from the fervice of the emperor, 
at the fame time when the prince of Conde ceafed 
to command the armies of France. 

From the death of Turenne to the peace of 

hhmegen, in 1678. 

F T E R the death of Turenne, and the retreat 
of the prince of Conde, the king continued 

the war againft the Empire, Spain, and Holland, 
with as much fuccefs as before. He was ferved 
by officers, who had formed themfelves under thefe 
two great men. He had Louvois, who was of 
greater fervice to him than a general; becaufe his 
forefight enabled the generals to undertake what- 
ever they had a mind. The troops, which had long 
been victorious, continued to be animated by the 
fame fpirit, which the prefence of a king, who was 
conflantly fuccefsful, always infpires. 

In the courfe of this war, he, in perfon, took 
Conde (a), Bouchain, (o) Valenciennes,(e) and Cam- 
bray (</). He was accufed at the fiege of Bouchain, 
of being afraid to give battle to the prince of Orange, 
who appeared at the head of fifty thoufand men, 
and attempted to throiv fuccours into the place: and 

(s) April z6. 1676. May ii-,575> (C) Mar. 17. 
1677. ((7) April j. 1S77. 
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the prince of Orange was alfo reproached for not 
giving battle to Lewis XIV. when he might have 
done it: for fuch is the fate of kings, and of gene- 
rals, that they are always blamed both for what they 
do, and for what they do not do: but neither the 
king nor the prince of Orange were blameable. The 
prince did not give battle though he wilhed to do it, 
becaufe Montery, governor of the Low Countries, 
who was in the army, would not expofe his go- 
vernment to the hazard of a decifive event: and 
as the king did whatever he defired, and took a 
town in prefence of his enemy, the glory of the 
campaign certainly remained with him. 

In regard to Valenciennes, it was taken by af- 
fault, through one of thofe lingular events which 
charafrerize the impetuous courage of the French 
nation. 

The king, in the carrying on of this fiege, had 
with him his brother, and five marfhals of France; 
which were d’Humieres, Schomberg, la Feuillade, 
Luxembourg, and de Lorges. The marfhals had 
each of them their day of command by turns. All 
the operations were directed by Vauban. 

They had not as yet taken any of the outworks 
of the place. The firfi: thing necefiary to be done, 
was to attack two half-moons; behind which there 
was alio a great crown-work, palifadcd, llrengthened 
with a row of pointed flakes, and furroi '.Jed by a 
ditch, with feveral crofs-ways. In this crown- 
work there was alfo another work, furrounded by 
another ditch. After the taking of all thele in- 
trenchments, there was a branch of the Scheld to 
get over, and then another work, called a pate; 
behind which ran the great ftream of the Scheldt 
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which was deep and rapid, and ferved as a ditch to 
the wall. Finally, the wall itfelf was defended by 
large ramparts; the works in general covered with 
cannon; and the garifon confilVing of three thoufand 
men, who were prepared with every thing neceflary 
to make a long defence. 

The king held a council of war for the attack of 
the outworks. It was ufual always to make thefe 
attacks in the night, in order to approach the enemy 
without being perceived, and to fpare the blood of 
the foldiers. Yauban propofed to make this attack 
in the day-time: but all the marfhals of France dif- 
approved this propofal; and Louvois condemned it 
alfo: neverthelefs, Vauban perfifted in it, with the 
confidence of a man who is certain of the reafon- 
ablenefs of what he advances. “ You are defirous, 
faid he, “ to fpare the blood of the foldiers: you 
“ will do this mo ft effectually by making the attack 
“ in the day-time, when they may fight without 
“ confufion and diforder, and without any danger 
“ of their firing upon one another; which happens 
“ but too often in the night. Y'ou defire alfo to 
“ furprife the enemy, who always expert, and are 
“ prepared for, our attacks in the night: we fhould 
“ therefore effectually furprife them by making 
“ the attack in the morning with our frefh troops, 
“ after theirs have been fatigued by w'atching in 
“ the night. And, befides, if, among our troops, 
“ there ftiouid chance to be fome whofe courage is 
“ but inconfiderabie, the night favours their timi- 
“ dity; but, in the day, the eye of the monarch 
“ will infpire courage, and raife them above them- 
“ felves.” 

The king was perfuaded by thefe arguments of 
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Vauban, though they were contrary to the opinions 
of Louvois, and five marfhals of France. 

At nine in the morning, the two companies of 
Riufqueteers, one hundred grenadeers, a battalion 
of the guards, and one of the regiment of Picardy, 
mounted, on all fides, upon this great crown- 
work. Their orders were only to lodge themfelves 
in it; to do which was confidered as a great deal: 
but fome of the black mufqueteers having found 
means to penetrate by a fmall by-path as far as the 
interior intrenchment within this work, they imme- 
diately made themfelves mailers of it. The grey 
mufqueteers got into it at the fame time another 
way, and were followed by the battalions of the 
guards. The befieged urere purfued, and feveral of 
them killed; and the mufqueteers letting down the 
draw-bridge, which joined this work to the others, 
they followed the enemy from one intrenchment 
to another, both over the little branch and grand 
{bream of the Scheld; fo that the mufqueteers were 
got into the city, and the guards very near being fo, 
before the king knew whether they had taken the 
firlt work they had been ordered to attack. 

But this is not w7hat appears the molt extraordi- 
nary in this aftion. It was to be apprehended, that 
a company of young mufqueteers, fiulhed with the 
ardour of fuccefs, would fall indifcriminately upon 
the garifon and inhabitants, W'hich they might meet 
in the flreets; and that either they would themfelves 
be overpowered, or the city be plundered by them: 
but thefe young men, being commanded by a cor- 
net, named Moifiac, ranged themfelves in order 
behind fome carts; and w'hile the other troops were 
coming up, and forming themfelves without pre- 
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cipitation or diforder, others of the mufqueteers 
feized upon the neighbouring houfes, from whence 
by their fire, they protected thofe who were in the 
ftreets: and thus every thing was done with great 
regularity: hoflages were given on both fides; the 
town-council afiembled; and deputies were fent to 
the king: and all this was done without plunder- 
ing, confufion, or faults of any kind. The king 
made the garifon prifoners of war; and entered 
Valenciennes, aftonilhed at being the mailer of it. 
The Angularity of this a£lion is what has engaged 
us in this detail. 

He had alfo the glory of taking Ghent (e) in 
four days, and Ypres (f ) in feven. Thefe were the 
actions which he atchieved himfelf; and his fuc- 
cefies by his generals were llill greater. 

Indeed, the marlhal duke de Luxembourg, at 
firfl, fuffered Philipfbourg to be taken in his fight; 
endeavouring in vain to fuccour it with an army 
of fifty thoufand men. The general, who took 
Philiplbourg, was Charles V. the new duke of 
Lorrain, the heir of his uncle Charles IV. and, like 
him, divelled of his territories. He had all the 
good qualities of his unfortunate uncle, without his 
faults. He long commanded the Imperial armies 
with glory; but, notwithftanding the taking of 
Philiplbourg, and though he was at the head of 
fixty thoufand men, he wTas never able to regain 
poflelfion of his territories. He, in vain, difplayed 
upon his llandards the words, v4ut mine, aut nun- 
(jiiam; now, or never: for the marlhal de Crequi, 
being releafed from his imprifonment, and become 
more prudent by his defeat at Confarbruck, con- 

[t) March 9. 1678 (fj Marchij. 1678. 



THE AGE OF Ch. 12. 180 

ftantly baffled all his attempts to enter Lorrain. 
He defeated him in the little combat of Kokerfberg 
in Alface (g). He harrafled and fatigued him conti- 
nually ; took Fribourg (A) in his fight, and, fome time 
after, again defeated a detachment of his army at 
Rheinfeld («'). He palfed the river Kim in his pre- 
fence, purfued him towards Offembourgh, and at- 
tacked him in his retreat; and, having immediate- 
ly after taken the fort of Kehl, fword in hand, he 
went to burn the bridge of Stralbourgh, by which 
that city, which was ftill free, had fo often given a 
paffage to the Imperial arms. Thus the marfhal de 
Crequi repaired the temerity of one day, by a long 
courfe of fuccefs, due only to his prudence; and, 
if he had lived, would, perhaps, have acquired a 
reputation equal to that of Turenne. 

The prince of Orange was not more fortunate 
than the duke of Lorrain: he was not only forced 
to raife the fiege of Maeftricht and Charleroi, but, 
after having feen Conde, Bouchain, and Valen- 
ciennes, fubjected to the power of Lewis XIV. he, 
in endeavouring to fuccour St. Omer, loft the battle 
of Montcalfel, againft Monfieur. The marftials de 
Luxembourg and d’Humieres commanded the ar- 
my under Monfieur; and it is laid, that an error, 
committed by the prince of Orange, joined to a ju- 
dicious movement made by Luxembourg, were 
what gained the victory. Monfieur began the at- 
tack with a courage and prefence of mind, which 
were not in the leaft expedted in a prince fo effemi- 
nate as he was. A greater example was never given, 
to prove that courage is not incompatible with deli- 
cacy and foftnefs: for the prince, who was almoft 

(g) Oft. 7. 1577. (b) Nov. 14. i<577. CO July 1578. 
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always drefled like a woman, who had the inclina- 
tions of that fex, who lay in the fame night-caps 
which they wear, and who painted and patched as 
they do; upon this occafion, behaved like a ge- 
neral, and a foldier. It is faid, the king his brother 
was fomewhat jealous of his glory. It is certain, 
he faid but little to him on occafion of his victory; 
and even did not go to look at the field of battle, 
though he was juft by it (£). Some of Monfieur’s 
fervants, who were more penetrating than the others, 
upon this occafion, told him, that he would never 
more command the army: and they were not mi- 
ftaken in their prediction. 

The taking of fo many towns, and the gaining 
of fo many battles in Flanders, and in Germany, 
were not the only fuccefies of Lewis XIV. in this 
war. The marfhal de Navailles defeated the Spa- 
niards in the Lampourdan; at the foot of the Pyrene, 
and they were attacked even in Sicily. 

Sicily, ever fince the time of the tyrants of Syra- 
cufe, under whom it had at leaft been conlidered as 
fomething in the world, has always been under the 
dominion of foreigners: they have been fuccedivdy 
fubjeCted to the Romans, the Vandals, the Arabs, 
the Normans under vaffalage to the popes, the 
French, the Germans, and the Spaniards; and they 
have almoft always hated their mafters; revolted 
from them, without making any laudable efforts 
to regain their liberty; and continually excited fe- 
ditions only to exchange their fetters. 

The magiftrates of Medina had lighted up the 
flames of civil war againft their governors, and had 

(ij March 11. 1677, 
R Yol. I. 
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called France to their afliftance. Their port was 
blocked up by a Spanilh fleet; and they were re- 
duced to the extremities of famine. 

The chevalier de Valbelle came firfl to their relief 
with a few frigates; with which he ventured through 
the Spanifh fleet, and brought provifions, troops, 
and arms, into Meflina. After him the duke de 
Yivonne arrived, with feven men of war of fixty 
guns, two of eighty, and feveral firefhips; with 
which he defeated the enemy’s fleet, and entered 
Meflina in triumph (/). 

Spain, for^the defence of Sicily, was now forced 
to implore the afliftance of her ancient enemies the 
Dutch, who were always regarded as the mafters of 
the lea. Ruyter failed with fuccours from the Zuy- 
derzee, through the flreights; and, to twenty Spa- 
nifli veflels, joined twenty-three large Ihips of war. 

And now the French, who formerly, in conjun- 
ction with the Enplifh, had not been able to defeat 

the fleets of Holland alone, gained alone the viftory 
over the united fleets of Spain and the republic (w). 
The duke de Yivonne being obliged to continue in 
Meffina, to pacify the people, who were already dif- 
fatisfied with their defenders, fuflered this battle to 
be fought by Duquene, lieutenant general of the na- 
val forces: he'was a man as Angular as Ruyter, and 
who, like him, had obtained command by force of 
merit; but he had not as yet commanded a fleet, 
and had hitherto fignalized himfelf more as a com- 
mander of a privateer than an admiral. But who- 
ever once gets the command, having the genius re- 
quifite in his art, will pafs with rapidity, and with- 
out difficulty, from the moll inconfiderable to the 

(l) February 9. iS7$< (mj Jan. d. 



Ch. 12. LEWIS XIV. 133 

greateft things. Duquene appeared a great com- 
mander even againft Ruyter: for it was certainly 
Ihewing himfelf fuch to gain only an inconfiderable 
advantage over this Hollander. He gave battle a 
fecond time to the two fleets of the enemy near 
Agoufla; wherein Ruyter received a wound, which 
put an end to his glorious life (»). He is one of 
thofe men, whofe memory is ftill held in the great- 
eft veneration in Holland. He had, at firft, been no- 
thing more than a common fliip or cabin-boy; and 
for this he was the more to be refpefted: nor is the 
name of the princes of Naflau held in greater eftima- 
tion than his. The council of Spain conferred upon 
him the title and patent of a duke; a dignity which 
was foreign and frivolous to a republican. But 
thefe patents did not arrive till after his death; and 
the children of Ruyter, who were worthy of their 
father, refufed that title; the acquifition of which 
is fo ardently deftred in monarchies, but which is 
not preferable to the title of a good citizen. 

Duquene, the Ruyter of France, attacked the 
two fleets a third time after the death of the Dutch 
admiral, and funk, burnt, and took, feveral of their 
fhips. The marflial duke de Vivonne had the 
command in chief in this engagement; but it was 
Duquene, neverthelefs, who obtained the victory. 
Europe, with aftonifliment, beheld France become, 
on a fudden, as formidable by fea as at land. But, 
indeed, thefe armaments, and thefe viftories, only 
ferved to alarm the nations round. The king of 
England, who had commenced the war for the in- 
terefts of France, was at laft upon the point of en- 

(n) March n. 167*. 
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tcring into a league with the prince of Orange, who 
had efpoufed his niece. The glory, acquired in Si- 
cily, was tire price of too great treafures; and the 
French, at laid, evacuated Meffina at the very time 
when it was generally believed they would make 
themfelves mailers of the whole ifland. Lewis XIV. 
was highly blamed for having commenced enter- 
prizes in this war, without canying them through; 
and for having abandoned Medina, as well as Hol- 
land, after the acquilition of ufelefs victories. 

However, to have no other misfortune than 
that of not prelerving all his conquefts, was cer- 
tainly to be very formidable. His enemies, in 
every part of Europe, felt the extent of his power. 
The war in Sicily had cold him much lefs than it 
had cold Spain, which was exhaulded and defeated 
in all places. He raided- new enemies againfd the 
houfe of Auldria: he fomented the troubles in Hun- 
gary; and his embadadors at the Ottoman Port 
were earneid in their endeavours to make the Turks 
carry the war into Germany, notwkhftanding he 
fhould himfeif, to fave appearances, fend fome fuc- 
cours again Id the Turks, whom policy excited him 
to draw into the empire. He was alone fuperior 
to all his enemies: for Sweden, which was his only 
ally, was engaged in nothing but an unfucccfsful 
war againld the eleftor of Brandenbourg. This ele- 
ftor, who was the father of the fir ft king of Prudia, 
began to give to his country a power and weight, 
which has fihee been greatly increafed; and he, at 
that time, deprived the Swedes of Pomerania. It 
is remarkable, that, in the courfe of this war, con- 
ferences for a peace W'ere almoft always open ; at 

firft at Cologne, by the ineffeddual mediation of 
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Sweden; and afterwards at Nimegen, by that of 
England. But the Englifh mediation was a cere- 
mony almoft as vain as the pope’s arbitration in the 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle; for Lewis XIV. was the 
only real arbitrator. He made his propofals on the 
9th. of April 1 678. in the midft of his conquers, 
and gave his enemies till the tenth of May, to ac- 
cept of them. He alfo granted a farther time of fix 
weeks to the States general, who fubmrffively begg- 
ed it of him. 

His ambition was no longer turned towards Hol- 
land. This republic had been fo fortunate, or fo 
cunning, as no longer to appear but as an auxiliary 
in a war, which had been commenced for her de- 
ftrufiion. The empire and Spain, who at firil had 
only been auxiliaries, at la ft became the principal 
parties concerned. 

The king, in the conditions which he impofedr 

favoured the commerce of the Dutch: he reftored 
to them Maeftricht, and alfo gave up fome towns 
to the Spaniards, which were to ferve as a barrier 
to the United Provinces; fuch as Charleroi, Cour- 
trai, Oudenarde, Ath, Ghent and Limbourg: but 
he referVed Bouchain, Conde, Ypres, Valenciennes, 
Cambrai, Maubeuge, Aire, Saint Omer, CaHcl, 
Charlemont, Popering, Barlleul, Sic. which, all 
together, made a confiderable part of Flanders: 
and to which he alfo added Franche-Comter which' 
he conquered twice; and thefe might be confidered 
as a fufEcient compenfation. for the toil and expence 
of the war. 

From the Empire he only defired Fribourg or 
Philipfbourg, and left the choice to the emperor- 

* 3. 
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He caufcd the two brothers Furftemberg to be rein- 
ftated in their edates, and the bifhopric of Straf- 
bourg, of which tlrey had been deprived by the 
emperor, and one of them imprifoned. Sweden, 
which had always continued firmly attached to 
France, was to reap great advantages by this treaty; 
in particular, a part of Pomerania, which fhe had 
loll, was to be ceded by the elector of Brandenbourg 
to the king of Sweden. 

In regard to Lorrain, he offered to re-eftablilh 
the new duke Charles V. therein: but he infilled on 
remaining mafter of Nancy, and all the great roads. 

Thefe conditions, though prefcribed with the 
haughtinefs of a conqueror, were not however, fo 
unreafonable as to make his enemies dffpevate, and: 
compel them, as a laft effort, to reunite againlt him: 
he di£lated to Europe as a mailer; but, at the fame 

' time, he acted with prudence and good policy. 
In the conferences at Nimegen, he found means 

to excite jealoufy among the allies. The Dutch 
were -extremely defirous to fign the treaty, not- 
withllanding the prince of Orange, who was for 
continuing the war at any rate. The Dutch alleged, 
that in cafe they did not fign, the Spaniards were 
too weak to affill them. 

When the Spaniards faw the Dutch had accepted 
the conditions of peace, they accepted them alfo; 
declaring, that the Empire did not exert itfelf fuf- 
ficiently in the common caufe. J 

Finally, the Germans, being abandoned by Hol- 
land and Spain, figned the treaty lafl; relinquilh- 
ing Fribourg to the king, and confirming the trea- 
ties of Wellphalia. 

No alterations were made in the conditions pre- 
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fcribed by Lewis XIV. and Europe received both 
its laws and its peace from his hands; except only 
the duke of Lorrain, who rejefted a treaty, which 
he confidered as odious and difhonourable to him- 
felf; and rather chofe to be a fugitive prince in the 
Empire, than a fovereign in his own dominions, 
without honour or power. He hoped for a better 
fortune from the event of time, and the effect of 
his own courage and conftancy. 

During the conferences at Nimegen, and four 
days after the plenipotentiaries of France and Hol- 
land had figncd the peace, the prince of Orange 
fliewed Lewis XIV. what a dangerous enemy he 
had in him. The marlhal de Luxembourg, who 
had invefled Mons, received information of the 
figning of this treaty; after which he went in per- 
fe£I fecurity to the village of St. Denis, and there 
dined with the intendant of the army. The prince 
of Orange, with all his forces, attacked the mar- 
flial’s quarters which he forced, and a long, oblli- 
nate, and bloody engagement enfued; from which 
the prince, with reafon, expected to gain a diftin- 
guilhed victory t. for he not only made the attack, 
which is itfelf an advantage, but he attacked troops, 
who confided in the fecurity of the treaty. The 
marlhal de Luxembourg, with great difficulty, re- 
filled : and whatever advantage was gained in this 
engagement was in favour of the prince of Orange; 
for his infantry remained mailers of the field of 
battle. 

Did the ambitious fet a value upon the blood of 
others, the prince of Orange would not have made 
this attack. He undoubtedly knew, that the peace 
was figned, or foon would be; and he knew, that 



x 88 THE AGE OF Ch. 12. 

this peace was advantageous to his country: never- 
thelefs, he endangered his own life, and the lives 
of many thoufand men, as the firfl: fruits of a ge- 
neral peace, which was fo far advanced, that he 
could not have prevented it, even by defeating the 
French. This aftion, which appeared great, but 
was certainly very inhuman, and was more ad- 
mired than blamed at that time, produced no new 
article of peace, and cofl the lives of two thoufand 
French, and as many of the enemy, in vain. In 
this peace it appeared how intirely projects are dif- 
concerted by events. Holland, againft whom only 
the war had been undertaken, and which was to 
have been deftroycd, loft nothing by it; and, on 
the contrary, gained a barrier: but all the other 
powers, who had protected it ft cm dcftruftion, 
were lofers. 

The king was now at the height of glory and 
greatnefs. He had been yhftorions ever lince he 
began to reign; had never befieged any place with- 
out taking/it; had Ihewed himfelf fuperior, upon 
all occafidns, to his enemies united; had been the 
terror to Europe for fix years together; was at 
laft its arbitrator and peace-maker; and therein add- 
ed Franche-Comte, Dunkirk, and half of Flan- 
ders, to his own dominions: but what ftiould be 
confidered as the greateft of his honours, is, that 
he was king over a people who were happy at that 
time, and were the model of other nations. The 
hotel-dc-ville of Paris, in 1680. which was fome 
time after the conclufion of this peace, applied the 
title of Great to him, in the moft folemn manner; 
and ordered, that, for the future, that title only 
fiiould be ufed in all public monuments. Soon after 
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the year 1673. Tome medals had been caft with this 
furname; and Europe, though jealous, did not re- 
fufe to acknowlege the honour. Neverthelefs, the 
name of Lewis XIV. has prevailed in the world over 
that of Great. All things are governed by cuftom. 
Henry, .who was fo juftly furnamed the Great after 
his death, is now commonly called Henry IV. 
and this fufficiently diftinguilhes him. The prince 
of Conde is always called the great Cotide, not 
only'upon account of his heroic aciions, but from 
the eafe of diftingr.ifhing him by his furname 
from the other princes of Conde. If he had been 
called Conde the great, he would not have pre- 
served the title. We fay the great Corneille, to 
diftinguilh him from his brother: but we never 
fay the great Virgil, the great Homer, nor the 
great Taflb. Alexander the Great is no longer 
known but by the name of Alexander. Charles V. 
whofe fuccefles were more diftinguithed than thofe 
of Lewis XIV. never had the title of great. 
Charlemagne is now only confidered as a proper 
name. Titles are of no confequence to pofterity; 
and the bare name of a man, who has done great 
things, carries more refpett than all the epithets 
that can be added to it. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The taking of Strasbourg; the bombarding 

of Algiers; the fubmifTion of the Geno- 

efe; the embafly from Siam; the pope 

humbled; and the electorate of Cologne 

difputed. 

H E ambition of Lewis XIV. was in no way 
retrained by this general peace. The Em- 

pire, Spain, and Holland, difbanded their extraor- 
dinary troops: but Lewis kept all his; and made 
the feafon of peace a time for conquefts. He was 
then fo certain of his power, that he eftablifhed ju- 
rifdiftions in Metz and Brifiac, to reunite all thofe 
territories to his crown, which might formerly have 
depended upon Alface, or the three bifhoprics •, but 
which, from time immemorial, had been under other 
mailers. Many princes of the Empire, the elector 
Palatine, and the king of Spain himfelf, who were 
polfelTed of fome bailiwicks in this country, were 
cited to appear before the chambers which were efta- 
blithed to render homage to the king of France, or 
to behold the confifcation of their polfelTions. Mo 
prince, fince the time of Charlemagne, had a died 
fo much like a mailer, and a judge among fove- 
reigns, nor conquered countries by arrets, like 
Lewis XIV. 

The eleflor Palatine, and the eleftor of Treves* 
were diverted of the feigniories of Falkcmbourg, 
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Germarflieim, Valdentz, etc. and it was in vain 
they made complaints to the empire, in the aficm- 
bly at Ratilbon: for that aflembly contented itfelf 
with making proteftations. 

It was not fufficient for the king to have the pre- 
fecture of ten free cities of Alface, under the fame 
title by which the emperor had held them: for now 
they no longer dared to talk of liberty in any of 
thefe cities. Strafbourg ftill preferved its freedom: 
it was a large and rich city, was miftrefs of the 
Rhine by means of its bridge over that river, and, 
of itfelf, formed a powerful republic, famous for 
its arfenal, which contained nine hundred pieces of 
cannon. 

Louvois had long conceived a defign to fubjeCt 
this place to his mailer. Money, intrigue and ter- 
ror, by which he had opened the gates of fo ma- 
ny towns, prepared Louvois an entrance into 
Stralbourg. The magiflrates were corrupted ; and 
the people were aftonhhed to behold their ramparts 
at once furrounded by 20,000 French troops; their 
forts, which defended them upon the Rhine, in- 
fulted and taken in an inftant; Louvois at their 
gates, and their burgomafters talking of a furren- 
der. The prayers, tears, and defpair of the citizens, 
who were enamoured of their liberties, did not 
prevent a treaty for a furrender from being pro- 
pofed by the magiftrates, nor Louvois from enter- 
ing their city the fame day (a). Vauban, by the for- 
tifications with which he afterwards furrounded it, 
rendered it the ftrongeft barrier of France. 

The king did not behave with more ceremony 
towards Spain; in the Low Countries he demanded 

(<7) September 30. 1681. 
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the town of Aloft, and all its bailiwick; which, 
the minifters had forgot, as they faid, to infert in 
the conditions of peace: and Spain being dilatory 
in its compliance with this demand, he caufed the 
city of Luxembourg to be inverted. 

He, at the fame time, purchafed the ftrong town 
of Cafal of the duke of Mantua; a petty prince; 
who, to defray the expences of his pleafures, would 
have fold all his territories. 

The alarm in Europe was revived, when fhe be- 
held Lewis XIV. thus extending his power on all 
fides, and gaining more in a time of peace than ten 
of his predecdfors had acquired in all their wars. 
The Empire, Holland, and even Sweden, having 
taken umbrage at the king, entered into an alli- 
ance. The Englifh menaced, the Spaniards feemed 
difpofed for war, and the prince of Orange did his 
utmoft to get it declared: but none of thefe 
powers, at that time, dared to ftrike the firft blow'. 

The king, who was already feared in all places, 
(£) thought of nothing but making himfelf ftill more 
dreaded. He, at laft, raifed his marine to a degree 
of force, which exceeded the hopes of France, and 
increafed the fears of Europe. He had fixty thou- 
fand failors; and his regulations for their difeipline, 
which were as fevere as thofe for the land-army, 
kept all thefe rough and untraftable people within 
the bounds of their duty. Even the maritime 
powers, England and Holland, had neither fo 
many failors, nor fuch excellent laws. Companies 
of cadets in the frontier-towns, and marine guards 
in the ports, were inftituted, and compofed of 
young men, who were inrtru&cd in all the arts ne- 

(i) 1680, iS8i, 161. 
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ceflary in their profeflion, by mailers who were 
paid at the public expence. 

The port of Toulon, upon the Mediterranean, 
was conftrucled at an immenfe expence, in fuch a 
manner as to contain one hundred men of war, to- 
gether with an arfenal, and very large and magnifi- 
cent magazines. The port of Bred, upon the ocean, 
was formed upon as extenfive a plan. Dunkirk and 
Havre-de-Grace, were filled with (hips; and Roche- 
fort, in fpite of nature, was made a place of trade, 
and naval force. 

In fhort, the king had upwards of one hundred 
finips of the line, feveral of which carried an hun- 
dred guns, and feme even more: nor did they re- 
main unaftivc in the ports; for fquadrons were fent 
out under the command of Duquene, which cleared 
the feas, infefled by the corfairs of Tripoli and 
Algiers. He was revenged upon Algiers by means 
of a new art ; the difeovery of which was owing 
to that care which he took to excite the efforts of 
all the geniufes of his age. This admirable, but 
terrible art, wras that of bomb-veffels, by means of 
which maritime towns may be reduced to afhes. 
There was a young man, named Bernard Renaud, 
generally known by the name of Little Renaud, 
who, without having ever been in the fervice, w'as 
an excellent mariner, through the ftrength of genius. 
Colbert, who difHnguifbed merit, though in obfeu- 
rity, had frequently called him to the council of the 
marine, even in the king’s prefence: and it was by 
the ikill and care of Renaud, that a new, more re- 
gular, and eafy method in the building of Ihips, 
was foon after praftifed. He ventured in council, 

Vol. L S 
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to propofe to bombard Algiers with a fleet. We 
had then no idea how it was poffible to fix mortars 
for the calling of bombs in any manner but upon 
folid ground: his propofal was therefore rejected; 
and he experienced all that raillery and contradiclion 
which every inventor mud expect; but his continu- 
ing to perfift in his opinion, joined to that eloquence 
which men generally have, who are ftrongly prepof- 
felfed in favour of their own inventions, determined 
the king to permit this new experiment to be made. 

Renaud directed five veffels to be built, fmaller 
than the ordinary fize, but ftronger in wood, with- 
out decks, and with a falfe deck in the hold, upon 
which hollow places were made, in which the mor- 
tars were put. With this equipage he fet fail, un- 
der the command of old Duquene, to whom the 
conduct of the cnterprize was committed, and who 
did not expect any fuccefs from it: but Duquene 
and the Algerines were aflonifhed at the effect of the 
bombs. Part of the town was demolilhed (c), and 
confumed: but the art, which was afterwards car- 
ried into other nations, only ferved to multiply hu- 
man calamities; and, more than once, became ter- 
rible to France where it had been invented. 

The marine, which was brought to this degree 
of perfection in a very few years, was the fruit of 
Colbert’s care. Louvois, through a fpirit of emula- 
tion, caufed more than one hundred citadels to be 
fortified. The fortreffes of Huningen, Sar-Lewis, 
Mont oial, Stralbourg, etc. were built under his di- 
rection ; and while the kingdom gained fuch great 
exterior ftrength, all the fine arts flourifned at home, 
and the nation abounded in riches and pleafures. 

(cJ October j8. i(58i. 
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Foreigners came in crouds to admire the court of 
Lewis XIV. and his name was known in all the 
nations of the world. 

His power and his glory were flill more increafed 
by the weaknefs of moll: of the other potentates, 
and by the misfortunes of their people. The em- 
peror Leopold was at that time under apprehenfions 
from the Hungarian rebels, but more particularly 
from the Turks; who, being called by the Hunga- 
rians to their afiiflance, -were on the point of enter- 
ing Germany. The policy of Lewis made him per- 
fecute the Proteflants in France, becaufe he thoughJ 
he ought to render them incapable to hurt him; 
but he fecretly fupported the Proteliants in Hun- 
gary, becaufe he thought they might be of fervice 
to him, His embaflador at the Porte had prefled 
the armament of the Turks; and the Ottoman 
troops, to the number of two hundred thoufand 
men, augmented alfo by the Hungarian forces, in 
their paflage, found neither fortified towns, fuch as 
are in France, nor any number of troops capable to 
qppofe their paflage: fo that they penetrated even 
to the gates of Vienna, after having ruined every 
thing in their paflage. 

The emperor Leopold, upon the approach of 
the Turks, quitted Vienna with precipitation, and 
retired to Lintz; and when he was informed, that 
they had invefled Vienna, he fled flill farther off, 
even as far as Paflau, leaving the duke of Lorrain 
at the head of a little army, which had been already 
defeated by the Turks, to fupport the fortunes of 
the empire as he might. 

It was univerfally believed, the grand vifler Cara- 
S 2 
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Muftapha, who commanded the Ottoman troops, 
would foon make himfdf mailer of the weak and 
petty capital of Germany, which is regarded by the 
Imperhliils as the capital of the Chriflian world. 
They were indeed upon the brink of the moll 
terrible revolution. 

Lewis XIV. with reafon, expected that Germany* 
being ravaged by the Turks, and having a chief, 
vhofe flight had increafcd the general conlterna- 
tion, would be obliged to have recourfe to the 
protection of France. He had an army upon the 
frontiers of the empire, ready to defend it againll 
thefe very Turks, whom he had brought thither by 
his negotiations: and thus he hoped to become the 
protector of the empire, and to make his fon king 

of the Romans. 
It vras the mailer-piece of his politics to appear 

generous in the conduct of thefe great interells. 
When die Turks approached Vienna, he raifed the 
blockade of Luxembourg. “ I defire only to pro- 
« mote die happinefs of Ghriltendom,” laid he to 
the Spaniards; “ and I will never attack a'Chrillian 
“ prince when the Turks are in the empire, nor 
“ prevent Spain from fuccouring the emperor.” 

Thus he reconciled his politics with his glory: but, 
contrary to the univerfal expectation, Vienna was 
relieved. The prefumption of the grand vifier, 
and his brutal contempt of the Chrillians, proved 
his ruin. His not prelfing the fiege as he ought gave 
time for the arrival of John Sobielki; who, being 
joined by the duke of Lorrain, had only to prefent 
himfelf before the Ottoman multitude, to put them 
in confufion (</). The emperor returned into his ca- 

ft/J September la. 1683. 
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pital, under the Ihame of having quitted it; and 
made his entrance at the time when his deliverer 
was coming out of the church, where they had been 
finging Te Deum; and where the preacher, for his 
text, had taken thefe words: There ivas a man fent 
from God, v:hofe name was John. No monarch was 
ever more happ}r, or more humbled, than Leopold. 

And now the king of France, having no longer 
any meafures to obferve, renewed his pretenfions, 
and recommenced his hoflilities. He bombarded, 
befieged, and took Luxembourg, Gourtrai, and 
Dixmude, in Flanders. He feized upon Treves, 
and demolifhed its fortifications; and all this, it was 
faid, was to execute the treaties of Nimegen. The 
Imperialifts and Spaniards negotiated with him at 
Ratilbon, while he was taking their towns; and 
the violated peace of Nimegen was changed into a 
truce for twenty years; by which the king kept 
Luxembourg, and all its principality. 

He was Hill more formidable upon the coalhs of 
Africa; where the French, till then, had been 
known only from fuch of them as thefe barbarians 
had made Haves. 

Algiers, which was twice bombarded, fent depu- 
ties to beg pardon, and receive peace (e). They re- 
leafed all the Ghriflian Haves, and alfo paid a fum 
of money; which is the fevereH punifnment that 
can be in (lifted on thefe corfairs. 

Tunis and Tripoli made the fame fubmifllons. 
It may not be amifs here to take notice, that when 
Damfreville, captain of the fhips, came into Al- 
giers to deliver all the ChriHian Haves in the name 

(tj April 1684. 
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of the king of France, a great number of Englifh 
_\vas found among them; who, being got on board 
his (hips, infifted to Damfreville, that it was in con- 
fideration of the king of England that they had been 
fet at jiberty. Upon this, the French captain fent 
for the Algerines; and caufing the Englifh to be 
again fet on fhore; Thefe men, laid he, pretend they 
have gained their freedom only in the name of their 
king: mine, therefore, will not take the liberty to 
offer them his protection: I put them again into your 
hands, and you may now /hew what regard you have 
for the king of England, All thefe Englifh were 
again put in irons: and this action at once declared 
the pride of the Englifh, the weaknefs of the go- 
vernment of Charles II. and the refpect which all 
nations paid to Lewis XIV. 

So great was this univerfal refpeff, that new ho- 
nours were granted to his embalfador at the Ottoman 
Forte, Inch as thofe /hewn to the fophy of Perfia; 
though at the fame time, he was humbling the peo- 
ple of Africa, who are under the proteftion of the 
grand fignor. 

rl he republic of Genoa humbled itfelf before 
him ftill more than that of Algiers. The Genoefe 
had fold bombs and gunpowder to the Algerines; 
and were building four gallies for the fervice of 
Spain. The king, by his envoy, Saint-Olon, who 
was a private gentleman, commanded them not to 
launch thofe gallies, and threatened them with a 
fpeedy chaflifement, in cafe of difobedience to his 
will. The Genoefe, being incenfed at this outrage 
upon their liberties, and depending too much upon 
the affiflance of Spain, neglected to do what Lewis 
XtV. had ordered. Fourteen large /hips, twenty 
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gallies, ten bomb-veflels, and feveral frigates, imme- 
diately failed out of the port of Toulon. Seig- 
nelai, the new fecretary of the marine, which em- 
ployment his father, the famous Colbert, had made 
him exercife before his death, was himfelf on board 
this fleet. This young man was full of ambition, 
courage, fpirit, and activity; was defirous to be at 
once both a general, and a minifter; was anxious for 
every kind of glory; fanguine in all his purfuits; 
and mixed pleafures with his bufmefs in fuch a man- 
ner as not to injure or neglecV it. Old Duquene 
commanded the men of war, and the duke de 
Mortemar the gallies; but they were both obedient 
to the fecretary of ftate. They arrived before Ge- 
noa (f ); the ten galliots threw fourteen thoufand 
bombs into the city, and reduced to an heap of 
ruins part of thofe marble edifices, which have 
gained Genoa the name of the Superb. Four thou- 
fand foldiers, being landed, advanced up to the 
gates of the city, and burnt the fuburbs of St. Peter 
d’Arena. And now it became neceflary for the 
Gcnoefe to humble themfelves, in order to prevent 
a total ruin. The king infilled, that the doge of 
Genoa, and four of the principal fenators, fhould 
come and implore his clemency in his palace at Ver- 
failles: and, to prevent the Genoefe from eluding 
this fatisfa&ion, or depriving him of any part of 
his glory, he declared, that the doge, who fhould 
be fent to beg his pardon, fhould be continued in 
his dignity, notwithflanding that perpetual law of 
Genoa, by which the doges are deprived of that 
dignity, whenever they abfent themfelves a moment 
from the city. 

(f) March 17. 1634. 
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Imperialo Lefcaro, doge of Genoa, with the fe- 
nators Lomelino, Garebardi, Durazzo, and Sal- 
vago, came to Verfailles to make the king fuch fa- 
tisfaftion as he fliould require of them. The doge, 
in his ceremonial habit, fpoke, covered with a cap 
of red velvet, which he frequently pulled off. His 
fpeech, and his marks of fubmilTion, were dictated 
by Seignelai. The king gave him audience, feated 
and covered: but as, in all the actions of his life 
he joined politenefs with dignity, he treated Lefcaro, 
and the fenators with as much goodnefs as gran- 
deur. The minillers Louvois, Croilfi, and Seig- 
nelai, behaved towards them with more pride and 
haughtinefs: and this difference of behaviour made 
the doge fay; The king, by his manner of receiving 
us deprives uf of cur liberty; but his minifters re- 
ft ore it. This doge was a man of great wit: and 
what he faid, when the marquis de Seignelai afked 
him what he thought moft: extraordinary at Ver- 
failles, is generally known: he anfwered, it is to fee 
myfelf here. 

The extreme pailion which Lewis XIV. had for 
every thing which appeared with an eclat, was ftill 
more flattered by the embaffy which he received 
from Siam; a country where, till that time, they 
were ignorant that fuch a kingdom as France ex- 
ited. It had happened, through one of thofe 
lingular incidents which prove the fuperiority of the 
Europeans over other nations, that a Greek, the fon 
of an innkeeper of Cephalonia, named Phalk Con- 
ftance, was become Barcalcn, that is, prime mini- 
fter, or grand vifier, of the kingdom of Siam. 
This man, in the defign which he had conceived 
to make himfelf king, and in his want of foreign 
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alMance, had not dared to confide either in the 
Enolifh or Dutch; they are too dangerous neigh- 
bours in the Indies. The French had cftablifhed 
fattories upon the coafts of Coromandel, and had 
carried their king’s reputation into thefe difiant 
regions of Afia. Conftance regarded Lewis XIV. 
as a perfon whofe vanity he might flatter, by pay- 
ing him an unexpected homage from fo dillant a 
place. Religion, which is made the univerfal tool 
of politics from Siam even to Paris, ferved Conflance 
upon this occafion. He fent a folemn embafly (e), in 
the name of this rriafler the king of Siam; with very 
great prefents, to Lewis XIV. and to give him to 
underftand, that this Indian monarch, admiring the 
glory and fplendor of his reign, would conclude no 
treaty but with the French nation; and even that 
he intended foon to become a Chriftian. The 1 ing’s 
glory being flattered, and his religion deceived, he 
was prevailed on to fend two embaflaciors, and fix 
Jefuits, to the king of Siam; and to thefe he after- 
wards added fome officers, with eight hundred fol- 
diers. But the edat of the Siamefe embafly was 
the only fruit of it. Conftance fell a viftim to his 
ambition, and the few French which remained about 
him were maflacred; others were obliged to fly; 
and his widow, after having been on the point of 
becoming queen, was condemned by the fucceflbr 
of the king of Siam, to ferve in his kitchen; for 
which employment fhe was born. 

This thirft of glory, which excited Lewis XIV. 
to diftinguifh himfelf in every thing from other 
monarchs, again appeared in the haughty behaviour 
which he aflfe&ed towards the court of Rome. 

(e) itf34. 
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OdefcalchS, the fon of a banker in the Milanefe, at 
that time poITefied the papal dignity, under the name 
of Innocent XL He was a man of virtue, and a 
good pope, though he knew little of theology: and 
he was a couragious, firm, and magnificent prince. 
He fuccoured the empire and Poland againft the 
Turks with his money, and the Venetians with his 
gallies. He very highly condemned the conduct 
of Lewis XIV. for uniting with the Turks againft 
the Chriftians. People were aftonithed to behold a 
pope with fuch earneftnefs efpoufe the caufe of the 
emperors, wLo call themfclves kings of the Romans, 
and would, if they could, reign in Rome. But 
Odefcalchi was born under the Auftrian dominion; 
and had made two campaigns in the troops of the 
Milanefe. Cuftom and difpofition govern man- 
kind. His pride was piqued at the king; who, on 
his fide, mortified him in every thing that a king of 
France is capable of towards a pope, without break- 
ing communion with him (f). An abufe had long 
reigned in Rome, which was difficult to corrett, be- 
caufe it was founded upon a point of honour, where- 
on all the catholic kings piqued themfelves. Their 
embalfadors at Rome extended their right of free- 
dom and afylum, affiefled by all their mafters, to a 
very great diftance, which was called their quarters. 
Thefe pretenfions, which were conftantly maintained, 
rendered one half of Rome a certain afylum to all 
forts of criminals. And, by another abufe, what- 
ever entered Rome under the name of the embaf- 
fadors, never paid any duty. By this cuftom the 
commerce of the city fuffered, and the ftate was 
impoverilhed. 

(f) 168$.1686. 1687. 1688. 
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At laft, Innocent XL prevailed on the emperor, 
the kings of Spain, Poland, and the new king of 
England, James II. who was a catholic prince, to 
renounce thefe odious rights. The nuncio Ra- 
nucci propofed to Lewis XIV. to concurr with 
the other kings in promoting tranquillity and good 
order in Rome. But Lewis, being greatly diflatif- 
fied with the pope, replied, “ that he had never 
“ made the conduct of others an example to him- 
“ felf; but, on the contrary, would make himfelf 
“ an example to others.” After this he fent the 
marquis de Lavardin as his embalfador to Rome, to 
brave the pope. Lavardin entered Rome, notwith- 
Randing the pope’s prohibition, efcorted by four 
hundred marine guards, four hundred volunteer 
officers, and two hundred fervants, all armed. He 
took poffieffion of his palace, his quarters, and the 
church of Saint Lewis, round which he polled cen- 
tinels, who did regular duty, and were relieved in 
the fame manner as in a fortified place. The pope 
is the only fovereign to whom fuch an embafiy can 
be fent: for the fuperiority which he affects over 
crowned heads, always makes them defirous to 
humble him; and, through the weaknefs of his 
Rate, he is ahvays infulted with impunity. All 
that Innoceat XI. could do in oppofition to the mar- 
quis de Lavardin, w'as to employ his excommuni- 
cations ; a fort of arms which are, indeed, as little 
regarded at ^ome as elfewhere; but which, never- 
thclefs, through ancient cuRom, are employed like 
the pope’s foldiers, who bear arms only for the fake 
of form. 

The cardinal d’Etree, who was a man of wit, but 
was frequently an unfuccefsful negotiator, was, at 



204 T H E A G E 0 F Ch. i 3. 

that time, charged with the affairs of France at 
Rome. D’Etree, having been obliged frequently 
to fee the marquis de Lavardin, could not after- 
wards be admitted to an audience of the pope, 
without firft receiving abfolution: and it was in 
vain that he oppofed it; for Innocent XL peril fled 
in giving it to him, that he might ftill continue to 
preferve that imaginary power, by continuing to 
pra&ife thofe cuftoms on which it is founded. 

Lewis, in the fame authoritative manner, but al- 
ways fupported by the arts of policy, endeavoured 
to direft the choice of an. elector of Cologne. His 
foie defign being to oppofe or divide the Empire, 
he endeavoured to raife to his deflorate the cardi- 
nal de Furftemberg, biflrop of Strafhourg, who was 
his creature, had fuffered for ferving his intereffs, 
and was an irreconcileable enemy to the emperor, 
who in the laft war had made him a prifoner, as a 
German who had fold himfelf to the fervice of 
France. 

The chapter of Cologne, like all the other chap- 
ters of Germany, has a right to nominate its bifliop, 
who, by that means, becomes elector. The perfon, 
who filled this fee, was Ferdinard of Bavaria, who, 
like many other princes, had formerly been an ally, 
but was now an enemy to the king. He was very 
dangeroufly ill: and, at that jundure, the king 
difiributing his money very liberally among the ca- 
nons, and ufmg promifes and intrigues at the fame 
time, he got the cardinal dc Fuftemberg to be 
defied as coadjutor; and, after the death of Fer- 
dinand, he was defied a fecond time, by a plurality 
of fuffrages. The pope, by the German concordat, 
has a right to confer the bifhopric upon the perfon 
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ele&ed, and the emperor has that of confirming 
him in the electorate. The emperor and Innocent 
XI. being perfuaded that to let Furfiemberg pof- 
fefs the electoral dignity, would, in a manner, be 
letting Lewis XIV. poflefs it, they united to be- 
llow this principality upon the young prince of 
Bavaria, brother of the deceafed eleCtor. The 
king was revenged upon the pope, by depriving 
him 6f Avignon (g); and he prepared for war againfl 
the emperor. At the fame time he diflurbed the 
repofe of the eleCtor Palatine, upon occafion of the 
rights of Madame, the princefs Palatine, and fe- 
cond wife to Monfteur; which rights, by her mar- 
riage-contraft, Ihe had renounced. The war car- 
ried on againft Spain, in x 667. in favour of the 
rights of Maria-Therefa, notwithftanding a pa- 
rallel renuntiation, fufficiently proves, that con- 
tracts are defigned only for private perfons. Thus 
the king, at the height of his glory and greatnefs, 
offended, defpoiled or humbled, almoft all the 
princes round him ; but, at the fame time, he alfo 
made almoft all of them unite and confpire againft: 
him. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

King James dethroned by his fon-in-law Wil- 

liam III. and protected by Lewis XIV. 

TH E prince of Orange, more ambitious than 
Lewis XIV. had formed vaft defigns, and 

(g) O(Sober 1SP8. 
T Vox,. I. 
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fuch as might appear chimerical in a ftadtholder of 
Holland; yet thefe he carried into execution by his 
dexterity and courage. He was bent upon hum- 
bling the French king, and intended to dethrone the 
king of England. Without great difficulty he, by 
degrees, formed a league in Europe a gain It France. 
The emperor, part of the Empire, Holland, and 
the duke of Lorrain, were the firit who fecretly 
joined themfelves at Augfbourg; and this alliance 
was foon after ftrengthened by the acceffion of 
Spain and Savoy. The pope, though he did not 
avow himfelf one of the confederates, yet, by his 
intrigues he animated the whole. Venice favoured 
them alfo, though fire had not declared openly ; and 
all the Italian princes were likewife in their intereft. 
In the north, Sweden was then attached to the Im- 
perialifts; and Denmark, though an ally of France, 
incapable of doing her any fervice. There were, at 
this jundfurc, too, above fix hundred thoufand Pro- 
teftants, who had been obliged to flee from the per- 
fecution of Lewis. Thefe, having left their native 
country, carried along with them their riches, their 
indufixy, and an implacable hatred againft their king: 
wherever they fettled, they became an addition to 
the enemies of France, and greatly inflamed thofe 
powers alr eady inclined to war. We lhail fpeak of 
this flight of the Proteftants, in the chapter con- 
cerning Religion. Thus the king was on all fides 
befet with enemies; James being his only friend. 

James fucceeded his brother Charles II. as king 
of England. They were both Roman Catholics; 
but Charles never declared himfelf till towards the 
end of his life, and even then intirely out of com- 
plaifance to his mifirefics and brother; for, in rea- 
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lity, his only religion was deifm. He had always 
(hewn the ntmofl indifference in thofe controverted 
points of religion, which are apt to divide man- 
kind ; and this contributed not a little to that 
peaceable reign which he enjoyed. James, on the 
other hand, had been attached to the Romiih church 
from his early years from principle; and he efpoufed 
her caufe with the moll extravagant zeal. Had he 
been a Mahometan, or had he followed the doftrine 
of Confucius, the Englifh would never have difhirb- 
ed his reign: but he deligned to eftablilh, in his king- 
doms, the Roman Catholic religion; than which 
nothing could be more deteftable in the eves of 
thofe republican royalilfs, who account it the re- 
ligion of Haves. It is fometimes, indeed, a matter 
of no great difficulty to change the religion of a 
country. Conltanline, Clovis, Guftavus Vafa, and 
queen Elizabeth, each by different methods, accom- 
plifhed this. But, in order to affect fuch alterations, 
two things are abfolutely requifite; deep policy, and 
a concurrence of lucky circumftances t by neither of 
which was James favoured. 

It nettled him not a little to fee fo many princes 
in Europe reigning with a defpotic fway: thofe of 
Sweden and Denmark had lately too become abfo- 
lute; in fliort, England and Poland were now the 
only remaining kingdoms where the liberty of the 
people and monarchy fubfilled together. Lewis 
XIV. encouraged him to aim at abfolute power; 
and the Jefuits pufhed him on to re-e!tabliih their 
religion and their credit. He accordingly endea- 
voured to carry thefe points; but every Rep he took 
was fo unfortunate or unpolitic, that he only infiam- 

T a 
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cd the whole nation. At his hr ft fetting out, he aft* 
ed as if he had already accomplifhed Iris purpofes; en- 
tertaining publicly at his court the pope’s nuncio, the 
Jefuits and Capuchin friers; putting in prifon feven 
Engliftt biftiops, whom he ftiould rather, if polftble, 
have gained over to his intereft; taking away the 
privileges of the city of London, which he ought 
rather to have encreafed; and, in an arbitrary man- 
ner, trampling upon the laws, which he fhould rather 
have fecretly undermined: in fhort, his whole con- 
duft was fo indifcreet, that the cardinals of Rome hu- 
moroufly faid, “ that they ought to excommunicate 
“ him as a man who was going to deftroy that little 

of the Catholic religion which remained in Eng- 
« land.” Pope Innocent XI. had not the leaft hopes 
from James’s projeffs; and conftantly refufed him a 
cardinal’s cap, which he folicited for father Peters, 
his confeftbr. This Jefuit was a man of a forward 
and impetuous difpolition; he had ftrongly flattered 
himfelf with the thoughts of being a cardinal, and 
primate of England; and, in order to gratify his 
ambition, puftied on his nsafter to the utmoft ex- 
tremities. The heads of tire nation, being refolved 
to defeat the king’s defigns, formed themfelves into 
a fecret confederacy: they fent a deputation to the 
prince of Orange; and all their meafures were con- 
duced with fo much difcretion and fecrecy, that 
the court had not the leaft fufpicion. 

A fleet, fufficient to contain fourteen or fifteen 
thoufand men, was accordingly fitted out by the 
prince of Orange; who, at this junCure, could be 
confidered only as a private perfon, of an illuftrious 
rank; for his yearly income was fcarce five hundred 
thoufand livres; yet fuch were the efleCs of his po- 
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licy, that the ftates general were devoted to his in- 
tereft, and their navy and treafure at his command. 
He became, indeed, a king in Holland, by his fkilful 
addrefs; whilft James, by a precipitate conduft, 
cealed to be fo in England. It was at firfl given 
out, that this fleet was defigned againft France; 
and the fecret was kept by above two hundred 
perfons. Barillon, the French embaflador then at 
London, a man of pleafure, and better verfed in 
the intrigues of James’s miflrefles than the affairs 
of Europe, was firft deceived. Lewis, however, 
was not: he offered fuccour to his ally, who at 
firfl: refufed it, from a notion of his fecurity. James 
foon after folicited his afliftance; but it proved 
then too late, the prince of Orange’s fleet being 
under fail: every thing failed him at once, as he 
was wanting to himfelf. His flaps allow'ed thofe of 
the enemy to pafs them; fo that now his only re- 
fource was to defend himfelf by land. His army 
confifled of twenty thoufand men; had he led them 
immediately to battle, without giving time for re- 
flexion, in all probability they would have fought; 
but he left them leifure to determine themfelves; 
and, accordingly moft of the chief officers deferted 
him (a). Amongft thefe was the famous Churchill, 
as fatal afterwards to Lewis as Janies; who became 
fo illuftrious under the title of duke of Marlborough. 
He had been a particular favourite of James; and 
owed to him all his promotion: his own filter was 
the king’s miflrels, and he himfelf was his lieutenant- 
general; yet notwithftanding all this, he left him, 
and joined the prince of Orange. The prince of 

(aj I«88. 
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Denmark, James’s fon-in-law, nay even his own 
daughter the princefs Anne, forfook him alfo. 

Being thus attacked and peri'ecuted by one fon- 
in-law, and abandoned by the other, his two daugh- 
ters, as well as his intimate friends, having become 
his enemies, and being hated by his fubjecls, he fell 
into the utmoft defpair, and betook himfelf to 
flight; the laft: refource of a prince when con- 
quered ; but he had rceourfe thereto without fight- 
ing. He was fiopt, however, in his flight by the 
populace, who behaved to him very difrefpe&fully, 
and conduced him back to London. In fliort, after 
having received the orders of the prince of Orange 
in his own palace, after having feen his own guards 
turned out to make roorrf for thofe of another, be- 
ing driven from his own houfe, and made a prifoner 
at Rochellcr, he made tife of the liberty which was 
given him to quit his kingdom, and went to feek 
refuge in France. 

This was the true aera of Englifli liberty : the 
nation, reprefented by its parliament, now fixed the 
fo long conteftcd bounds betwixt the prerogative 
of the crown, and the rights of the people: they 
prefcribed the terms of reigning to the prince of 
Orange, and chofe him for their fovereign, in con- 
junffion with his confort Mary, James’s daughter. 
Henceforth this prince was acknowleged in the 
greatefl part of Europe, as William HI. lawful king 
of England, and accounted the deliverer of the 
nation; but, in France, he was only Ailed prince of 
Orange, and looked upon as tire ufurper of his fa- 
ther-in-law’s dominions-. 

The fugitive prince, with his queen, the duke of 
Modena’s daughter, and the prince of M ales, as 
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yet an infant, accordingly implored the protection 
of Lewis XIV. The queen of England, who ar- 
rived before her hufband (£), 'was altonilhed at the 
fplendor of the French court, and that magnificent 
profufion which (he beheld at Verfailles: above all,, 
(he was (truck with the grandeur of her owm recep- 
tion. Lewis himfelf conduced her to Chatou, thus 
exprefling hirnfelf on the occafion: “ The office I 
“ perform at prefent, Madam, is a forrowful one; 
“ but I hope foon to do you others more important 
“ and agreeable.” He went with her to the caftle 
of St. Germain, where (he was entertained with as 
much grandeur as if (he had been queen of France; 
being fupplied with every thing which convenience 
or luxury could require, and having many noble 
prefents given her in gold and filver plate, jewels, 
and the richefi: (tufts: (he found likewife upon her 
toilet a purfe of ten thoufand Lewis-d’ors. 

James, who arrived next day after his queen, was 
treated alfo with the fame refpeCt and magnificence : 
he had fix hundred thoufand livres fettled for the 
expence of his houfhold, befides the innumerable 
prefents he received, and was attended by the king’s 
officers and guards. All this pomp appeared how- 
ever but inconfiderable, compared with the prepa- 
rations made to re-e(tabli(h him in his kingdom. 
Lewis never appeared fo great; but James made a 
forry figure, his reputation being very low, both 
at court, and in the city, amongft thofe wffio fettle 
the characters of others. He faw nobody almoft 
but Jefuits, and often alighted at their houfes in the 
Street of St. Anthony. He told them he was a Je*- 
fuit himfelf: and what was extraordinary, it was 

(J>) January 1685. 
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certainly a fact; for, by his own command, when 
he was duke of York, he had been initiated with 
certain ceremonies into this order by four Englilh 
Jefuits. Such meannefs of foul in a prince, and the 
manner in which he had loft his crown, made him 
appear in fo contemptible a light, that the courtiers 
often amufed themfelves with making fongs at his 
expence. Chaced from England, he became the fub- 
ject of ridicule in France: nor did his being a Ro- 
man Catholic ftand him in any ftead: the archbiihop 
of Rbeims, brother of Louvois, faid aloud, in his 
drawing-room at St. Germains, “ There’s a limple- 
“ ton, who has thrown away three kingdoms for a 
“ mafs.” From Rome he received nothing but 
indulgences and pafquils. His religion, in Ihort, 
was of fo little fervice to him, that when the prince 
of Orange, the head of the Calvinifts, fet fail in order 
to dethrone his father-in-law, the Spanifh embalfa- 
dor at the Hague ordered mafs to be performed for 
his fuccefs. 

Amidft thefe diftreftes of this exiled prince, and 
the many kindnelfes conferred on him by Lewis 
XIV. it may not be unworthy of our attention to 
fee James touching for the king’s-evil at the little 
Englilh. convent; the king’s of England either af- 
luming this wonderful power from a right th< y 
pretend to the crown of France, or that it had 
been a ceremony eftablifhed fince the reign of Ed- 
ward I. 

Lewis made all poftible difpatch to fend James 
over to Ireland, where there were a formidable body 
of Roman Catholics in his intereft. A fleet of 
thirteen fnips of the firft rate was in the road at 
Breft, and all the oincers, courtiers, and even priefts, 
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who had come to attend him at St. Germains, were 
conducted thither at Lewis’s expence. Mr. d’Avaux, 
being named embaflador to the dethroned prince, 
followed him with great pomp. The fleet was 
furnifhed with plenty of arms and ammunition; 
and there was likewife put on board ordinary and 
rich furniture of all forts : Lewis himfelf went to 
take his leave of James at St. Germains; and, hav- 
ing given him his coat of mail as his lafl: prefent, he 
embraced him with thefe words: “ The belt thing I 
“ can wifli you, is, that I may never fee you more.” 
No fooner had James landed in Ireland, with thefe 
forces, than he was followed by another fleet of 
three-and-twenty men of war, with a confiderable 
number of tranfport-flups, under the command of 
Chateau Renaud (*/). This fquadron having, in the 
paflage, met with an Engliflx fleet, forced it to Iheer 
off, and then landed all the forces in fafety. In 
their return, they took feven merchant-lhips, be- 
longing to the Dutch; and thus arrived again at 
Breft, victorious over the Englhh, and loaded with 
tire fpoils of Holland. 

Soon after, there was a third embarkation at Breft, 
Toulon, and Rochefort (e). The ports of Ireland, 
and the Chanel, were now covered with French 
flrips. Tourville, the French vice-admiral, having 
under his command feventy-two flrips, fell in with a 
Dutch and Englilh fleet of fixty fail; and a defperate 
fight enfued, which lafted ten hours (f). Tourville, 
Chateau Renaud, d’Etrees, and Nemond, greatly 
diftinguiftred themfelves on this occafion: by their 
courage and flail France procured an honour to 
which fire had not been accuflomed: for the Eng- 

(i) May i». 1685. (?) March i6>o. (f) July 1690. 
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IHh and Dutch, hitherto lords of the ocean, and 
from whom the French had but lately learned the 
method of fighting at fea in line of battle, were ut- 
terly defeated; feventeen of their Ihips, being dif- 
abled, were partly ftranded, and partly burnt, by 
themfelves: the remainder of the fleet took refuge 
iu the Thames, or amongft the banks of .Holland, 
Thus what Lewis XIV. had fo ardently defired for 
twenty years, and what appeared fo improbable, now 
happened ; the late viftory, which had not cofl the 
French one (hip, having procured him the empire 
of the fea ; an empire, however, which proved but 
of fliort duration. It mufl: be owned, indeed, that 
the enemy’s fliips at prefent fled before his triumph- 
ant fleets. Soon after, Seignelai, a bold enter- 
prifing minifler, ordered to fea a number of gallies 
from Marfeilles: and this was the firfi time the Eng- 
lifh coafts were vifited by thefe veflels; by means 
of which the French made a defcent at Tinmouth, 
and deftrcyed, in the bay, above thirty n erchanr- 
fliips. The privateers of St. Malo’s and Dunkirk 
were continually taking prizes; doing great fervice 
thereby to the public, and enriching themfelves. 
In fliort, for two years, the French were foie ma- 
ilers at fea. 

But though Lewis had been fo profperous in his 
undertakings, James could net boaft of fuccefs in 
Ireland. He had with him about fix thoufand 
French, and fifteen thoufand Irilh; the Boyne run- 
ning betwixt his army and that of king William. 
This river was fordable, being under the height of a 
man’s fhoulders: but, after paffing this, the enemy 
mufl alfo have marched over a morafs, next to which 
there was a rifing-ground, which formed a natiual 
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intrenchment. King William, having forded the 
river with his army in three different places, gave 
battle (g). The Irifh, who Ihew themfelves the 
braveft loldiers in France and Spain, have always 
behaved at home fhamefully. Amongft nations, 
fome feem, as it were, formed to be under the fub- 
je&ion of others: the Englifh have always had a 
fuperiority over the hifh in genius, as well as arms 
and riches; nor has Ireland ever been able to fbake 
oh' the yoke, fince ihe was firft fubdued by an Eng- 
liih baron. The French fought at the battle of 
the Boyne; the Irifh fled; and James, their fove- 
reign, without once heading them, or the French, 
was the firft who quitted the field. This monarch 
hitherto had always given proofs of the higheft va- 
lour ; but there are certain occafions when a kind of 
tremor feizes the fpirits, and enervates the whole 
man. King William, who had had his fhoulder 
grazed by a cannon-bullet before the engagement, 
was reported, in France, to be dead. This falfe 
news was received at Paris with a ftiameful and un- 
becoming tranfport. The populace and citizens, 
at the inftigation of fome inferior magiftrates, made 
illuminations; they rung their bells; they burnt the 
prince of Orange in effigy, in feveral parts of the 
city, in the fame manner as the pope is often burnt 
in London; nay, they even fired the Baftille guns 
on the occafion. This, however, was not done by 
the king’s orders; but was owing to the inconfide- 
rate zeal of an inferior officer. One may be apt 
to infer, from thefe demonftrations of joy, and from 
the authority of fo many writers, that this extrava- 
gant tranfport, at the pretended death of an enemy, 

July jfijo. 
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proceeded from that exceffive fear which he had 
excited; for all the French, as well as foreign hifto- 
rians, have confidered thefe rejoicings as the higheft 
encomium on king William: yet, if we confider 
attentively the circumftances and character of thole 
times, we lhall find that it was not fear which 
produced thofe extravagancies: the citizens, and 
lower people, have no notion of dreading an enemy 
till he threatens their city: nay, fo far were they 
from being terrified at the name of William, that 
they unjuftly held him in the utmoft contempt. He 
had been almolt always worfted by the French ge- 
nerals : nor were the common people fenfible of the 
glory this prince had acquired even in his defeat; 
and though he had conquered James in Ireland, yet, 
in the eyes of the French, he did not appear an 
enemy worthy of Lewis XIV. Paris adored her 
prince, and believed him invincible; fo that thefe 
rejoicings were not the effefts of fear, but hatred. 
The Parifians, having moll of them been born un- 
der the reign of Lewis, and inured to the yoke of 
abfolute monarchy, efteemed a king as a divinity, 
and looked upon an ufurper as a facrilegious vil- 
lain. The lower clafs of people, who had often feen 
James go to mafs, conceived an affection for him 
as a pious prince, whilft they detefted William as an 
heretic. The idea of a fon-in-law and daughter, 
who had driven their father into exile, of a Prote- 
flant reigning in the room of a Catholic, and, in 
Ihort, of an enemy of Lewis XIV. had tranfported 
the Parifians to a pitch of phrenfy; but wife people 
were more moderate in their fentiments. 

James, having returned to France, left his rival 
to gain new victories in Ireland, and to efiablifh 
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himfelf more firmly on his throne. Lewis’s fleets 
were now employed in bringing over the French, 
who had fought to no purpofe, as well as great num- 
bers of Irifa catholic families, who, living but poor- 
ly in their own country, chofe rather to go over 
to France to live on the king’s bounty. 

We may eafily perceive, that fortune had but 
little lhare in the beginning or end of this revolu- 
tion ; fince every part of it may be accounted for 
from the different characters of James and Wil- 
liam. Thofe who difcover the caufes of events, 
in the different conduct of men, will here obferve, 
that king William, after his victory, proclaimed a 
general pardon; and that James, after his defeat, 
pafling through the little town of Galloway, order- 
ed fome of the inhabitants to be hanged, becaufe 
they had been for fhutting the gates againfl: him. 
Of two men, whofe conduct was fo different, it 
is eafy to fee w'hich would prevail. 

James had yet fome towns remaining in Ireland; 
amongft others was Limerick, where he had above 
twelve thoufand foldiers. The French king, who 
was ftill refolved to fupport James, embarked three 
thoufand regular troops for Limerick: nor did he 
flop here; for he fent over a large fupply of all ne- 
ceflaries for the inhabitants as well as foldiers. Forty 
tranfport-fnips failed for Ireland, under the convoy of 
twelve men of war; containing all kinds of fuccours, 
in men, arms, and all other requifites; engineers, gun- 
ners, bombardiers, and two hundred mafons; faddlcs, 
bridles, and houfings, for above twenty thoufand 
horfe; a great number of cannon, with their car- 
riages; fufees, piffols, and fwords, fuffictent to arm 

Vox.. I. U 
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twenty-fix thoufand men; provifions, deaths, and 
twenty-fix thoufand pair of flioes. Limerick was 
foon afterwards beileged ; and, as the place was 
fo ftrongly reinforced, the inhabitants expeded the 
king would appear in their defence. James, how- 
ever, not coming, the town furrendered. The 
French fleet returned to France, bringing over with 
them no lefs than twenty thoufand Irilh, foldiers as 
well as other refugees. 

It is not a little aftonifhing, that, notwithftanding 
all thefe rebuffs, Lewis was not yet difeouraged ; 
for though he at that time maintained a heavy war 
againft almofl: all Europe, yet he refolved to make 
another grand effort in favour of James, by making 
a defeent on England with twenty thoufand men. 
They were accordingly alfembled betwixt Cher- 
bourg and La Hogue ; and three hundred tranf- 
port-fnips were got ready at Breft. Tourville, with 
forty-four men of war, waited for them on the 
coafts of Normandy ; and d’Etrees was on his way 
from Toulon with another fquadron of thirty fail. 
As there are misfortunes which arife from bad con- 
dud, fo there are likewife others which can be im- 
puted only to ill-fortune. The wind, which was 
at firfl favourable to d’Etrees’s fquadron, chopped 
about; which •prevented his joining Tourville, who 
was attacked by the united fleets of England and 
Holland, of near an hundred fail. Superiority of 
number obtained the vidory; and the French were 
obliged to fhecr off', after an obffinate fight of ten 
hours. Rulfel, the Englifli admiral, purfued them 
♦wo days: fourteen of their larged lliips, two of 
which mounted an hundred and four guns, lirand- 
r.d on the coall; and the captains, knowing they 
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muft be deftroyed by the enemy, with their own 
hands fired them. King James, who was himfelf 
a fpeftator of this calamity from the fhore, loft all 
hope. 

This was the firft check which the maritime power 
of Lewis received. Seignelai, who, following the 
fteps of his father Colbert, had greatly improved 
the marine of France, died about the end of the year 
1690. Pontchartain, prefident of Britany, fucceed- 
ed him as fecretary of naval affairs: he likewife 
kept up the maritime power with equal vigilance; 
and the whole French miniftry promoted it with 
the fame fpirit; fo that the very year after the de- 
feat at La Hogue, the French navy was as numer- 
ous as ever. Tourville was foon at the head of 
fixty (hips of the line, and d’Etrees had thirty under 
his command, exclufive of thofe which lay in the 
harbours: nay, about four years after, the king 
equipped a fquadron more numerous than any of 
the former, to convoy James to England, with 
twenty thoufand French. But this fleet only fliew- 
ed itfelf; the meafures, purfued by James’s friends, 
being as ill conduced at London, as they had been 
well concerted in France by his protestor. 

The dethroned prince’s party, having no other 
refource, had now at laft recourfe to forming 
plots againft his rival’s life. Almoft all thofe, 
who were concerned in thefe confpiracies, fuffered 
death: and though they had even fucceeded, it is 
not likely that James would ever have recovered his 
kingdom. He fpent the remainder of his days at 
St. Germains, where he lived upon the bounty of 
Lewis, and a yearly penfion of feventy-two thou- 

U 2 
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fand livres, which he was fo mean as to receive fe- 
cretly from his daughter Mary, by whom he had 
been dethroned. He died at St. Germains, in the 
year 1700.; and it was pretended by fome Irilh 
Jefuits, that there were miracles wrought at his 
tomb: there was even a report, that Rome in- 
tended to canonize this prince after his death, whom 
Ihe had intirely forfaken during his life. 

Few princes had been more unfortunate than 
James; nor have we any inftance in hiftory of a fa- 
mily fo unhappy for fuch a number of years. The 
firft of his anceftors, who reigned over Scotland, 
and was likewife named James, after having been 
eighteen years a prifoner in England, was, together 
with his queen, murdered by his own fubjetts. 
James II. his fon, was killed in a battle againft the 
Englilh, at the age of nineteen. James HI. being 
firfl: imprifoned by his people, was afterwards killed 
in the field by the rebels. James IV. likewife loft 
his life in an unfuccefsful battle. Mary Stuart, 
his grand daughter, having been driven from her 
throne, took refuge in England; where, after lan- 
guifning in prifon eighteen years, (lie was con- 
demned to death by Englifti judges, and accord- 
ingly beheaded. Charles I. her grandfon, king 
of Scotland, as well as England, being fold by 
the Scots, was fentenced to death by the Engliih, 
and fufiered on a fcaffold. James his fon, the 
feventh of the name, and fecond of England, the 
fubjeft of this part of our hiftory, was driven out 
of his three kingdoms; and, as a further aggra- 
vation of his misfortunes, even the legitimacy of 
his fon was difputed. This fon likewife made ef- 
forts to regain the throne of his anceftors; but 
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they proved fruitlefs, and were only the occafion 
of many of his friends fuffering death by the hands 
of public executioners. We have alfo lately feen 
Prince Charles-Edward exerting the virtues of his 
royal anceftors, and the courage of his mother’s 
father king John Sobiefki: forming great exploits, 
and undergoing the moft incredible hardfhips; but 
all to no purpofe. If any thing can juftify the 
opinion of thofe who believe in a fatality, from 
which nothing can efcape, it is this continued feries 
of misfortunes, which has perfecuted the Stuart fa- 
mily for above three hundred years. 

CHAPTER XV. 

What palfed on the continent, whilll: "William 

took polTefiion of Scotland, England, and 

Ireland, to the year 1697. 

SO far I have been unwilling to break the thread 
of the affairs in England j l now return to 

thofe on the continent. 
The king had certainly increafed his naval ftrengtft 

to fuch a degree, as no nation ever exceeded: he 
had to encounter with the emperor, the Empire, 
Spain, the two maritime powers of England and. 
Holland, become now more formidable by being 
under one head, befides Savoy, and almoft all 
Italy. One only of thele enemies, fuch as Eng- 
land or Spain, would have been fufficient formerly 
to crulh France; and now, altogether, coukl 
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222 THE AGE OF Ch. 15. 

hardly ftruggle with her. Lewis had generally 
five armies in die courfe of this war; fometimes 
fix, and never lefs than four. Thofe in Ger- 
many and Flanders often amounted to an hundred 
thoufand foldiers, befides garifons kept up in the 
frontier towns. The French monarch had at one 
time, including his naval forces, four hundred 
and fifty thoufand men in pay. Neither the Turk- 
ifh empire, fo powerful in Europe, Afia, and Afri- 
ca, nor the Roman, ftill greater, had ever more, 
nor fo many wars to fupport at one and the fame 
time. Even thofe who blamed Lewis XIV. for 
drawing upon himfelf fo many enemies, could not 
help admiring the meafures he took to oppofc, or 
rather to prevent them. 

His enemies were not yet intirely declared, nor 
were they all united. The prince of Orange had 
fiot yet failed out of the Texel in order to drive 
his father-in-law from his dominions; and France 
had already armies on the frontiers of Holland, 
and on the Rhine. Lewis had fent his fon the 
Dauphin who was calied Monfeigneur, into Ger- 
many, with an army of an hundred thoufand men. 
This young prince greatly refembled the queen his 
mother, in the fweetnefs of his difpolition, and mo- 
delly of his behaviour. Fie was then twenty-feven 
years of age; and this was the firfi time of his be- 
ing entrufted with the command; which was not 
done, till he had eftablilhed fueh a character as 
Hie wed him highly worthy of this honour. The 
king faid to him in public, at his departure fa) ; 
“ My fon, in fending you to command my armies, 
“ I give you an opportunity to difplay your merit: 

(a) September a. rtf88. 
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“ go and fhew it to all Europe; fo that when I 

“ lliall come to die, I may appear to be ftill living 
“ in you.” 

The prince had a fp^cial commilTion made out 
for his command in the fame manner as if he had 
been any other general whom the king had chofen. 
His father directed to him thus: “To my fon the 
“ Dauphin, my lieutenant-general, and commander 
“ of my armies in Germany.” 

Every thing was fettled and difpofed with the 
utmoft carefulnefs, for the campaign in Germany, 
that the fon of Lewis, who honoured it with his 
name and prefence, might not meet with any dif- 
grace. The marfhal de Duras, in reality, com- 
manded the army. Bouflers headed a body of 
troops on this fide the Rhine; and marlhal d'Hu- 
mieres was polled with another towards Cologne, 
to obferve the motions of the enemy. Heidelberg 
and Mentz were taken: the fiege of Philiplbourg 
was likewife begun ; an undertaking always thought 
firll necelfary, when France carried on a war in 
Germany. Vauban conducted the fiege; and all 
the fcenes of adtion, which fell not to him, devolved 
upon Catinat, the lieutenant-general; a man who 
had courage and abilities equal to any enterprize. 
His royal highnefs the Dauphin arrived fix days 
after the trenches were opened: he imitated the 
conduct of his father, expofing himfelf to danger, 
when necelfary, with great intrepidity, though with- 
out ralhnefs; affable to every body, and liberal to 
the foldiers. The king felt a fincere joy in having 
a fon, who imitated without eciipfing him, and who, 
without railing the jealoufy of his father, made him- 
felf univerfally beloved. 
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Philipfbourg was taken in nineteen days(Z>), Man- 
heim in three, and Frankendal in two; Spires, 
Treves, Worms, and Oppenheim, furrendered as 
foon as the French appeared before their gates (c). 

The king had refolved to make a perfeft defart 
of the Palatinate, as foon as the towns fhould be 
taken: his defign in this was rather to cut off' all 
fubfiftence from his enemies, than to revenge him- 
felf of the elector Palatine, who had indeed done 
nothing but his duty, in entering into a league with 
the reft of Germany againft France. There came 
an order from Lewis, figned Louvois, to reduce all 
to allies. The French generals, being obliged to 
obey, accordingly gave notice to the citizens of 
thofe towns, but lately repaired, and then fo flou- 
riftung, to the inhabitants of the villages, and to 
the owners of above fifty caftles, that they muft 
immediately quit their habitations, though it hap- 
pened then to be the dead of winter; for that all 
was to be deftroyed by fire and fword (d). Men 
and women, old and young, accordingly moved off' 
in the utmoft trepidation: feme wandering about in 
the fields, and others took refuge in the neighbour- 
ing countries, whilft the fbldiery, who generally ex- 
ceed the orders of feverity, and come ihort of thofe 
of clemency, burnt and facked the country oi tiiis 
wretched people. They begun with Manheim, the 
refidence of the ele&ors: their houfes and palaces 
were rafed to the ground; nay, the very graves 
were ranfacked by the rapacious fddiery; who, 
imagining they ffiould find treafures there, difturbeef 
the allies of the dead. This was the fecond time 
that beautiful country was laid wafte under Lewis 

(£) Nov. 1. 1688. (c) Nov. 15. 1688. (J) Feb. ifi8a> 
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XIV. but the flames, with which Turenne had de- 
ftroyed two towns and twenty villages of the Palati- 
nate, were but fparks in comparifon of this laft ter- 
rible deflruftion, which all Europe looked upon 
with horror. The officers themfelves, who executed 
thefe orders, were alhamed at being the inffruments 
of fuch feverity. They highly reflefted on the 
marquis de Louvois, who, from a long miniftry, 
had contracted an inhumanity and hardnefs of 
heart: he it w'as, indeed, who advifed thefe cruel 
meafures; but Lewis had it in his powrer not to 
follow them. Had the king beheld this tragical 
fcene, with his own hands he would have extin- 
guiffred the flames: but when he ligned the de- 
ftruftion of a whole country, he was feated in his 
own palace at Verfailles, furrounded with pleafures; 
and it appeared there only a lawful aft of power, 
and the unfortunate right of war. Had he viewed 
the affair itfelf, it muft have filled him with the ut- 
moft horror. Nations, who had hitherto only blam- 
ed, whilfl they admired his ambition, now exclaimed 
aloud againft his barbarity, and highly condemned 
his policy; for if his enemies could have penetrated 
into his dominions, after his own example, they 
would have reduced his towns to afbes. 

This danger was to be feared; for Lewis, by 
covering his frontiers with an hundred thoufand 
foldiers, had taught Germany to make the like ef- 
forts. This country, being more populous than 
France, was able to furnilb greater armies: thefe, 
indeed, are raifed, aflembled, and paid, with more 
difficulty; it requires likewife more time before they 
are able to make a figure in the field ; but their difci- 
pline, and patience of fatigue, renders them, towards 
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the end of the campaign, as formidable as the French 
are at the beginning. Charles V. duke of Lorrain, 
then commanded them: this prince, always drip- 
ped of his dominions by Lewis XIV. and never 
able to regain them, had preferved the empire to 
the emperor Leopold, and gained fcveral viftories 
over the Turks and Hungarians. He came now, 
together with the elector of Brandenbourg, to op- 
pofe the French power: he retook Bonn and Mentz, 
two inconfiderable, though regularly fortified, places. 
Bonn held out three months and fourteen days, and 
then furrendered (e); when the chief commander, 
baron d’Asfield, was mortally wounded, in a gene-* 
ral afiault. 

The marquis d’Uxelles, afterwards a marfhal of 
France, a man of the utmoft fagacity and forefight, 
made fuch excellent difpofitions for the defence of 
Mentz, that his garifon was but (lightly fatigued, 
notwithftanding the long duty they had performed: 
nor was his activity confined within the town; for 
he made one-and-twenty failles, and killed above 
five thoufand of the enemy; he fometimes made 
two fallies in broad day: in fine, he at laft fur- 
rendered at the end of feven weeks; and this he was 
obliged to do for want of powder. The defence 
of this town merits a place in hiftory, not only 
upon its own account, but becaufe of the unjuft 
cenl'ure of the public on this occafion. Paris, that 
vaft city, fo full of idle perfons, who pretend to 
judge of every tranfadtion, that city, which, with fo 
many tongues, and fo many ears, has fo few eyes, 
condemned d’Uxelles as a man who had neither 
courage nor judgment. This gentleman, who was 

(e) October ix. 1689. 
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juftly praifed by all the moll: able officers, at his re- 
turn from the campaign, happening to go to the 
theatre, was hooted and hilfed by the houle, who 
called aloud Mentz! He was obliged to withdraw; 
ddpiling, as all fenfible perfons mull, a people who 
(hewed themfelves fuch bad judges of merit, and of 
whom, neverthelefs, every one almoll is ambitious 
of receiving the applaufes. 

About this time (f), the marlhal d’Humieres w'as 
defeated by prince V'aldeck in the Netherlands, at 
Valencour on the Sambre: but this overthrow, 
though it hurt the marlhal’s reputation, yet it de> 
traded but little from the glory of the French 
arms. Louvois, his friend and patron, -was obliged 
to take from him the command of that army. 
Neither the king nor Louvois had any affedion for 
Luxembourg; but as both had the honour of France 
at heart, they inverted him with the command, con- 
trary to their natural inclination. He was accord- 
ingly appointed general in the Low' Countries; for 
Louvois either at firfl: made a proper choice, or, 
when miftaken, redified his error by a fpeedy al- 
teration. Catinat had the command in Italy. The 
marfhal de Lorges made a good defence in Ger- 
many; and the duke de Noailles had fome fuccefs 
in Catalonia; but the army in Flanders, com- 
manded by Luxembourg, and that in Italy under 
Catinat, had a continued flow of fuccefs. Thefe 
twTo generals were, at that time, the moll renowned 
in Europe. 

The marlhal duke de Luxembourg had, in his 
charader, fome refemblance of the great Conde, 
under whom he had learned the art of war: he was 

(f) June 1680. 
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of a forward enterprifing fpirit, and quick in dif- 
cerning and executing, of a genius eager after know- 
lege; but unbounded and irregular; of an amorous 
difpofition, which continually ingaged him in in- 
trigues ; and, though of a deformed perfon, as well 
as difagreeable countenance, yet he often met with 
a return of love from the fair fex: in Ihort, his 
qualities were rather thofe of an hero than a fage. 

Catinat was a perfon of fuch application and ac- 
tivity, that he was equal to the mod arduous enter- 
prizes, yet never piqued himfelf on any of his actions. 
He would have made a good minifter, or chancellor, 
as well as an excellent general. He had been at firfl: 
a counfcllor, but had quitted his profeflion twenty- 
three years ago, from a difguft he conceived at the 
lofs of a caufe, which had been unjuftly determined. 
He then went into the army, and ferved at firil as 
an enfign in the French guards. In the year 1 667. 
at the attack of the counterfcarp of Lille, in fight 
of the king, he performed an exploit, which re- 
quired both courage and conduft. His majefty re- 
marked him particularly; and his fortune commen- 
ced from that time; for he was raifed by degrees, 
without the leaft folicitation. He was a perfect phi- 
lofopher in the midfi: of grandeur and war, the two 
mofi: dangerous rocks to moderation; and free 
from all prejudices, without affeffing too much to 
defpife them. In regard to gallantry, and other 
tourtly intrigues, he was utterly ignorant; but he 
cultivated friendlhip with great fincerity, and always 
behaved with the ftrifteft honour. As he was in- 
tirely free from pride, fo was he likewife from all 
narrow feifilhnefs: in Ihort, he Ihewed himfelf a re- 
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real philofopher throughout all his life, as well as at 
his death. 

Catinat commanded then in Italy. He was op- 
pofed by Victor Amadeus, duke of Savoy; a prince 
equally famous for his wifdom, policy, and misfor- 
tunes : he was a courageous general, headed his own 
armies, expofed himfelf as a common foldier,and was 
perfectly acquainted with that fort of war generally 
carried on in confined and mountainous countries, 
fuch as his was: he was a perfon of great activity 
as well as vigilance, and a remarkable lover of order; 
but, with all his qualifications, he was often guilty 
of mifconduct both as a prince and as a general. It 
is faid, he was guilty of an error in the difpofition 
of his army againlt that of Catinat. The French ge- 
neral took advantage of this, and gained a complete 
victory, in fight of Saluces, near the abbey of Sta- 
farde, from whence the battle was named. When 
there happens to be a great number flain on one fide, 
and but a few on the other, this is an i neon tellable 
proof, that the vanquished army fought in a fituation 
wherein they muft unavoidably be defeated. The 
French army loft only three hundred men, though 
that of the allies, under the duke of Savoy, had four 
thoufand killed on the fpot. After this battle, all 
Savoy, except Monmelian, was fubjeclod. Cafmat 
then marched into Piedmont; forced the enemy’s 
trenches near Sufa; took that place, Villafranca, 
Montalban, Nice, which was reckoned impregnable, 
\ eillane, Carmagnole (g), and returned again to 
Monmelian, which he took, after an obftinate fiege. 

After this great fuccefs, the French mimfter 

C&J iffji. 
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thought proper to diminilh the army under his 
command, whilft: the duke of Savoy augmented his. 
Catinat, now weaker than his vanquilhed enemy, 
was obliged, for a confiderable time, to a£V only on 
the defenfive; but, having at la ft received a rein- 
forcement, he defcended from the Alps to Mar- 
feilles, and there gained a fecond pitched battle (b); 
which was the more glorious, as prince Eugene of 
Savoy was one of the enemy’s commanders. 

On the other fide of France towards the Low 
Countries, mnr/hal Luxembourg gained the battle 
of Fleurus. This victory, as all the officers acknow- 
leged was chiefly owing to the fuperior genius of 
the French commander over the prince of Waldeck, 
then general of the allied army. In this action, eight 
thoufand of the enemy were made prifoners, and 
fix thoufand killed; two hundred of their ftandards, 
with all their artillery and baggage, were likewife 
taken, and their whole army, in Ihort, completely 
routed, and put to flight (»). 

King 'William, having vanquilhed his father- 
in-law, was returned to the continent: he had a 
genius fo fruitful in refources, that he often drew 
more advantage from a defeat, than the French 
did from their victories: and though he was obliged 
to have recourfe to all manner of intrigues and ne- 
gotiations, to raife money and forces to carry on a 
war againlt a prince, vvhofe wrord was a law; yet, 
foon after the defeat of Fleurus, he appeared at the 
head of an army as ftrong as the French, to oppofe 
Luxembourg (k). 

The two armies confided each of about eighty 
thoufand Wen. Mons was inverted by Luxem- 

(J) Oft. 4. 1691. (i) June 30.1690. (f) Sept. 19, 1690. 
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bourg (/), before king William believed the French , 
had moved out of their winter-quarters, Lewis 
himfelf was prefent at the fiege; and entered the 
town on the ninth day after the trenches were open- 
ed, in fight of the allied army. Immediately after, 
he departed for Verfailles, leaving Luxembourg 
to carry on that campaign, which was finilbed by the 
battle of Leufes (w); a mofl: extraordinary a£tion, in 
which eighteen fquadrons of the houfhold troops of 
France, and the gendarmery, defeated feventy-five 
fquadrons of the enemy. 

Lewis again appeared at the fiege of Namur, the 
ftrongeft place in the Netherlands, by its lituation 
at the confluence of the Sambre and Maefe, and the 
ftrength of its citadel built upon the rocks. He took 
this city in about a week, and the forts in twenty- 
two days («); whilfl: the duke of Luxembourg was 
polled near the Mehaigne with twenty-four thoufand 
men, to hinder the palTage of William, who had 
eighty thoufand, and prevent his attempting to raife 
the fiege. After this conqueft the king again return- 
ed to Verfailles, and left Luxembourg to oppofe the 
confederate army. About this time happened the 
battle of Steenkirk, famous for flratagem and valour. 
The enemy having difeovered a French fpy in their 
army obliged him, before they put him to death, 
to write fall'e advice to marlhal Luxembourg; in 
confequence of which, the French general took 
fuch meafures as promifed fuccefs; but as the in- 
telligence was falfe they had a contrary effeft: his 
army was attacked by day-break, before the troops 
were awake: a whole brigade was put to flight be- 

(l) April 9. ifipi. (m) Sept. 1691. (n) June 1691. 
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fore the marihal fcarce knew of the enemy’s ar- 
rival: and all would have been utterly deftroyed, 
if not prevented by the moit unparalleled diligence 
and valour. 

To be a great general is not fufficient to pre- 
vent a defeat, without difciplined troops capable of 
rallying, and general officers both able and will- 
ing to retrieve the diflrefs; for one fuperior officer 
alone, who had been willing to take advantage of 
this confufion, in order to bring about his general’s 
defeat, might have done it eafily without being dif- 
covered. 

Luxembourg was at this time (0) indifpofed; an 
unfortunate circumffance at a juncture which re- 
quired new fhength and vigour. The fenfe of the 
prelent danger, however, roufed his Ifrength. To 
prevent a defeat, he muff perform wonders; and he 
did fo: he changed his ground, in order to give his 
army another and more convenient fituation for an 
engagement; he recovered the right brigade, which 
was in the utmoft diforder; he thrice rallied his 
forces, and thrice charged the enemy at the head of 
the houfhold troops; and all this in lefs than two 
hours. He had then in his army the duke de 
Charters, afterwards regent of the kingdom, a 
grandfon of France, not above fifteen years of 
age: it was not to be expected, that fueh a youth 
could be of fervice in any decifive ftroke; the light, 
however, of a grandfon of France, at fuch an age, 
charging at the head of the houfhold troops, 
wounded in battle, and, notwithftanding that, yet 
continuing in the combat, greatly animated the fol- 
diery. 

(0) Auguft 3, 169*. 
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There were likewife a grandfon and a grand-nephew 
of the great Conde, who both ferved as lieutenant- 
generals: one was Lewis duke de Bourbon, the 
other Armand prince of Conti, rivals to each other 
in courage, fpirit, ambition, and reputation: the 
duke was of a temper more referved than the other, 
and had, perhaps, more folid qualities, whilit the 
prince had more Ihining ones: they had been both 
called upon by the public voice to the command of 
armies, and both had a paffionate defire for fuch a 
glory; but neither of them ever arrived at it; for 
Lewis, who knew their ambition to be as great as 
their merit, always remembered that the prince of 
Conde had declared war againll him. 

The prinee of Conti was the firft who contributed 
to retrieve the diforder, by rallying the brigades, 
and making others advance to their fuccour. The 
duke performed his duty with the fame fpirit, not 
even requiring emulation to fpur him on. The 
duke de Vendome, grandfon of Henry IV. was 
alfo a lieutenant-general in this army: he had ferved 
from the age of twelve years; and, though then in 
his fortieth, yet he had never commanded in chief: 
he was accompanied by his brother the grand-prior. 

All thefe princes were obliged to head thehouhbold 
troops, in order to ditlodge a body of English, 
polled in an advantageous place; and on this the 
fuccefs of the battle depended. The houlhold 
troops, and the English, were then the befl in the 
world. A moil dreadful daughter enfued: the 
French, however, animated by the prefence of fo 
many princes and nobles, who fought round the 
general, at lall gained the advantage; and the 

X 3 
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English being defeated, the reft of the confederate 
army were forced to give groitnd. 

Bouflers, afterwards a marftial of France, who 
happened to be fome miles from the field of battle 
during the aftion, came up, at this junfture, with 
his dragoons, and completed the victory. King 

illiam, having loft feven thoufand men, retired 
with as much order as he had attacked; and, though 
defeated, yet always to be feared, he Hill kept the 
field. This victory, won by the valour of thefe 
young princes, and the very flower of the French 
nobility, produced fuch an effeft at court, at Paris, 
and in the provinces, as no other had ever done before. 

The duke de Bourbon, the prince of Conti, the 
duke de Vendome, with his brother and all their 
friends at their return, found the roads lined with 
the populace, who received them with loud accla- 
mations, and a joy that proceeded almoft to mad- 
nefs: all the women prefled forward, with the ut- 
moft eagernefs, to fee and be feen by thefe heroes. 
It was at that time the faftuon amongft the men to 
v. ear laced cravats, which they generally took fome 
pains and time to put on properly: the princes, hav- 
ing drefled themfelves in a hurry for the battle, had 
thrown them carelefly about their necks: the ladies, 
upon this, wore handkerchiefs in that tafle, which 
they called fteenkirks; all the new trinkets were 
made a la fteenkerque; and any young fellow, who 
laid been at the late battle, was received every- 
where with the higheft favour. The people crouded 
from all parts about the princes, who were univer- 
lally beloved; and the more, becaufe their favour 
.at court was far from being equal to their glory.. 

The f m general, with the fame princes, and the 
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fame troops, which had been furprifed, and yet came 
off victorious, at Steenkirk, the following cam- 
paign, attacked king William, after a march of 
one-and-twenty miles, and defeated him at Ner- 
winde, a village near the Guette, fome leagues from 
Bruflels. William had juft time to draw up his 
army in order of battle. Luxembourg, and the 
princes, twice carried the village fword in hand ; 
but the enemy as often retook it, as foon as 
Luxembourg turned to another quarter: the French, 
however, at laft gained it a third time, and the 
battle ended in their favour (p). Few battles were 
ever more bloody: there were killed on the fpot, 
in all, twenty thoufand men; twelve thoufand of 
the allies, and eight thoufand French. On this oc- 
cafion it was faid, they ought rather to have fung 
De profundis than Te Deu?n. 

All thefe victories procured great glory, but little 
advantage. The allies, though defeated at Fleurus, 
Steenkirk, and Nerwinde, had not yet been effectu- 
ally worfted. King William always made excellent 
retreats; and, about fifteen days after one battle, 
another generally followed, in order to determine 
who fhould keep the field. The cathedral of Paris 
was hung round with the enemy’s colours; which 
gave occafion to the prince of Conti to call Luxem- 
bourg the upholflerer of Notre-Dame. There was 
nothing now talked of but victories. Lewis XIV. 
had formerly conquered the half of Holland and 
Flanders, and all Franche-Comte, without fight- 
ing a fingle battle: but now, after fo many grand 
efforts, and bloody victories, he could not penetrate 
into the united provinces, nor lay fiege to Bruffels. 

(p) Ju'y is- ifiss- 
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The marfhal de Lorges had alfo gained a confi- 
derable viftory near Spierbach (q): he had even 
taken prifoner the old duke de Wittemberg, and 
penetrated into the heart of his country; but, after 
all this fuccefs, he had been forced to retire. The 
Dauphin had twice taken and facked Heidelberg, 
which the enemy as often retook: fo that his high- 
jiefs was at laft obliged to aft only on the defenlive 
againft the ImperiaMs. 

Marlhal de Catinat, after the viftory at Stafarda, 
and the con quell of all Savoy, could not even fave 
Dauphine from an irruption of the duke of Savoy; 
neither was he able, after his viftory at Marfeilles, 
to preferve the important town of Cafal. 

In Spain the marlhal de Noailles alfo gained a 
battle near the banks of the river Ter (r). He took 
Girona, and fome other inconfiderable places: but 
he had only a weak army, and was obliged after his 
viftory, to retire from before Barcelona. The 
French, viftorious on all Tides, and weakened with 
fuccefs, found the allies to be an hydra, always 
fpringing up afrelh. It began now to be fomewhat 
difficult to muller up recruits in France, and more 
fo to raife money. The feverity of the feafon (1), 
having dellroyed the fruits of the earth, brought on 
a famine alfo at this time; fo that, in the midfl ol 
their Te Deums and rejoicings, the French -were pe- 
.riffiing with want and mifery. Their wonted fpirit, 
and notion of fuperiority,the very foul of the French 
troops, began likewife to fink apace. Lewis had 
ceafed to command them; Louvois was dead (/), 
and they were highly diffiatisfied with his fon Bar- 

(qj Sept. I. & 1. Ifipi. (r) May 17. 1554. (l) 
(0 
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befieux: finally, the death of marfhal Luxem- 
bourg («), under whom the foldiers thought them- 
felves invincible, feemed to put an end to the rapid 
courfe of France’s victories. 

The art of bombarding maritime towns with 
(hips, was now ufed againfi its inventors: that in- 
fernal machine, with which the Englifh attempted 
to deftroy St. Malo, and which blew up too foon 
to 'do execution, did not owe its original to the in- 
genuity of France: thefe fire-ihips had been ufed 
in Europe a confiderable time before ; but it is 
the art of throwing bombs with as much certainty 
from a moving velfel as from the folid ground, 
which the French claim as their invention: and it 
was by this art that Dieppe, Havre-de-grace, St. 
Malo, Dunkirk, and Calais, were bombarded by the 
Englith fleets (x). Dieppe, being the mofi: acceffible, 
was the only one which fufFered confiderable da- 
mage. This town now fo agreeable by the regu- 
larity of its buildings, which owes its prefent beauty 
to its former deftrucfion, was almoft intirely reduced 
to afhes. In Havre-de-grace there were only about 
twenty houfes deftroyed; but the fortifications of 
the harbour were utterly demoMied. In this fenfe 
then, the medal ftruck in Holland is founded on 
truth, though the French hiftorians have exclaimed 
againfi its falfity. The exergue is in Latin, to this 
purpofe ; The harbour of Havre burnt and demo- 
UJhed, &c. This infcription does not fay the town 
was deftroyed, which would have been falfe; but 
that the harbour was deftroyed, which was the real 
truth. 

Soon after, we again loft: Namur. In France 

(«) January (x) July 5c itfpj. 
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they had beftowed the higheft encomiums on Lewis 
XIV. for taking this place ; nor had they been lefs 
profufe of their raillery, and indecent reflexions, 
againfl: William, for not being able to relieve it with 
an army of eighty thoufand men. 

William made himfelf mafter of the place, in the 
fame manner he had feen it taken. He attacked 
it in fight of an army much ftronger than that he 
commanded, when Lewis befieged Namur. He 
found there many new fortifications, raifed by Vau- 
ban: the French garifon, which defended it, was a 
real army; for, during his preparations to invert 
the place, marflial Bouflers had thrown himfelf into 
the town with feven regiments of dragoons : thus, 
Namur was defended with fixteen thoufand men, 
and every moment expeXing to be relieved by an 
hundred thoufind more. Marflial de Bouflers was 
an aXive and d: rt Lable general, and a true pa- 
triot; employing nis v hole thoughts for thefervice 
of his country, which he loved as much as life itfelf. 

The marquis de Feuquieres, in his Memoirs, 
blames Bouflers for many pieces of mifconduX in 
his defence of the town and citadel of Namur; 
nay, he even reiieXs upon him for his defence of 
Lille, which redounded fo much to his honour. 
The writers of Lewis XIV.’s reign have all fervilely 
copied the marquis for affairs of war, as they have 
the abbe de Choili for private hiftories. They did 
not, or, perhaps had not an opportunity to know, 
that Feuquieres, though an excellent officer, who 
knew the praXice and'theory of war, was a man of 
no lefs chagrin than brightnefs of genius, the Ari- 
rtarchus of generals, and fometimes the Zoilus. 
He mifreprefents faXs, in order to have the plea- 
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fure of cenfuring faults: he reproached every body 
almoft, and, in his turn, was alfo univerfally re- 
proached ; thence he was faid to be the braveft man 
in Europe, becaufe he fiept every night amidft an 
hundred thoufand enemies. His merit not having 
been diftinguifhed with a marfhal’s ftaff, he there- 
fore employed, againft all the officers of Hate, his 
whole wit and talents; which might have been of 
great fervice to the public, had he been as happy in 
his temper as he was active, difcerning and bold. 

He reproaches marflial de Villeroi with more and 
greater mifconduft than Bouflers. Villeroi, at the 
head of eighty thoufand men, was to have fuc- 
coured Namur: but, had even the two marfhals 
done all in their power, the fituation of the ground 
was fuch, that Namur could not have been relieved, 
and muft have furrendered fooner or later: and 
the army polled on the banks of the Mehaigne, in 
the fame manner as that which had before obllrufted 
William, now necdTarily proved the like hindrance 
to marflial de Villeroi’s army. 

Marflial de Bouflers, the count de Guifcard, go- 
vernor of Namur, the count de Laumont de Cha- 
telet, commander of the infantry, together with all 
the officers and foldiers, defended the town with 
wonderful obflinacy and valour; but all did not re- 

' tard its being taken above two days. When a town 
is befleged by a fuperior army, the works properly 
conducted, and the feafon favourable, one may guefs 
pretty nearly in what time it will be taken, though 
the defence be ever fo vigorous. King W illiam car- 
ried the city and citadel of Namur; but this exploit 
coll him a little more time than it had doneLewis XIV, 

The king, at the time when he loll Namur, 
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ordered Bruflels to be bombarded (y): a fruitlefs re* 
venge which he took on the king of Spain, for thofe 
towns lately bombarded by the Englilh. It was 
equally ruinous and fatal to both parties. 

It is now two centuries fince the reftlefs fpirit of 
the Europeans, not contented to confine their fury 
within their own continent, have carried the defola- 
tions of war to the moft diftant countries. We now 
drain ourlelves of money and men, to go to defiroy 
one another in the remoteft parts of Alia and Ame- 
rica. The Indians, whom we have obliged, by force 
or artifice, to receive our fettlements, and the Ame- 
ricans, of whom we have butchered fuch numbers, 
and driven from their pofie'lions, look upon us as 
enemies of the human race, who come from the 
farthefi: parts of the world to cut their throats, and 
then to plunge our fwords into each other’s bofoms. 

The French had, at this time, no other colony in 
the Eafi: Indies but Ponticherry, which' Colhext had 
eftablifhed at an immenfe expence; but no advan- 
tage could be reaped' from it for feveral years. The 
Dutch eafily took it; and thus ruined the commerce 
of France in India, when in its infancy. 

The Englilh defiroyed the French fettlement at 
St. Domingo (2). A privateer from Brefl ravaged 
the Englilh colony at the ifle of Gambia in Afric (a). 
The privateers of St. Malo had likewife carried fire 
and fword into their polfelTions in the eafi: fide of 
Newfoundland, which they polTefied. Their illand 
of Jamaica had been alfo harafied by our fquadrons, 
their vefiels taken and burnt, and their coafts plun- 
dered. 

Pointis (/>), the commander of the fquadron, with 

/■y; Sept. iSps. (z) I$PS* (<1)1696. (b) 1695. 
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a confiderable number of the king’s Ibips, and fotne 
American corfairs, went beyond the line to furprife 
the town of Carthagcna (c), the magazine of all the 
treafure which Spain brings from Mexico. The da- 
mage he did there, was computed at twenty' millions 
of livres, and his gain at ten millions: but fome- 
what is always to be abated in thefe calculations; 
though nothing in thofe extreme calamities ariling 
from fuch glorious expeditions. 

The Dutch and Englifh merchantmen were daily 
made prizes by the French privateers, but efpecially 
by Dugue-Trouin, a man of a fingular genius, who 
wanted only the command of fleets to gain him the 
reputation of a Dr a gut, or a Barberofle. The enemy 
did not take fo many' of the French mcrchant-fhips; 
for they had fewer to take; their commerce being 
greatly declined by the war, and the death of Colbert. 

The refult of thefc fea and land expeditions was 
univerfal calamity. Thofe who have more huma 
nity than policy wilf certainly take notice, that, in 
this war, Lewis was in arms againfl: the king of 
Spain, his own nephew; againft the elector of Ba- 
varia, whofe fifler had been married to the Dau- 
phin; and againfl: the eleftor Palatine, whofe do- 
minions he laid wafte by fire and fword, after he had 
married monfieur to the princefs Palatine. King James 
was dethroned by his own fon-in-law and daugh- 
ter. We even afterwards faw the duke of Savoy 
joining in a league againft France, where one of 
his daughters was dauphinefs, and againft Spain, 
where another was queen. In fliort, moft of the 

fcj May 1657. 
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wars amongH: Chriftian princes, are a kind of civil 
wars. 

The rnofl criminal undertaking in all this war, 
was the mod fuccefsful one; for William fucceed- 
ed in every thing in England and Ireland ; on the 
continent the fuccdfes were pretty equally balanced. 
When I call this undertaking criminal, I do not 

pretend to examine, whether the Englifli nation, 
after having fpilt the father’s blood, was in the right 
or in the wrong to profcribe the fon, and to de- 
fend their religion and liberty; I fay only, if there 
is any fuch thing as juftice upon earth, furely it was 
repugnant thereto, for the fon-in-law and daughter 
of James to drive him from Ids dwelling houfe. 

The peace of Ryfvvick; the ftate of Europe, 

and of France in particular; the death and 

teftament of Charles II. king of Spain. 

RANGE Rill preferved die fuperiority over 
all her enemies. She had intirely crufned feme 

of them, as Savoy and the Palatinate; and had com- 
menced hoflilities on the frontiers of others: fne was 
a Prong and powerful body, but fatigued by a long 
rciiftance, and exhaufted by her victories. One blow, 
Pruckproperly, would have made her dagger. Who- 
ever has a number of enemies at once, cannot, in the 
end, be fafe, but by a peace, or by their diviPon; 
both which Lewis XIV. foon after brought about. 

CHAPTER XVI. 
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Viftor Amadeus, duke of Savoy, of all the al- 
lied princes, knew befl: what meafures to take, when 
he found it conducive to his intereft to break his 
engagements: it was to him then that the court of 
France firft applied. The count de Telle, afterwards 
marfhal of France, a nobleman of an amiable dif- 
polition, as well as great abilities, and remarkable 
for his affability, a talent highly requifite in carry- 
ing on negotiations, was accordingly fent to Turin, 
to found matters privately: and marfhal Catinat, a 
man equally formed for the affairs of peace or war, 
brought the matter to a conclufion. There was no 
necellity, indeed, for two fuch able ftatefmen to 
determine the duke of Savoy to accept of offers fo 
advantageous. They reftored him his dominions; 
they gave him money, and propofed a marriage be- 
twixt the young duke of Burgundy, the Dauphin’s 
fon, heir to the crown of France, and his daughter. 
In Ihort, the affair was foon agreed upon: the duke 
and Catinat concluded the treaty at Notre Dame 
de Loretto (a), whither they went under pretence 
of a religious pilgrimage; but almoft every body 
law through their defign. Innocent XII. the pope 
at that time, was extremely defirous of entering in- 
to this negotiation. His defign was at once to de- 
liver Italy irom the invafions of the French, and the 
continual taxes exafted by the emperor for the pay- 
ment ot his armies: he wanted the Imperialilts to 
leave Italy neuter; and the duke of Savoy accord- 
ingly engaged to procure him this neutrality by the 
treaty. The emperor at firft flood out; for the 
court of Vienna feldom came to a determination till 

(aj July 1696. 
Y 2 
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the laft extremity. The duke of Savoy then join- 
ed his army to the French; and, in lefs than a 
month, this prince from being the generaliifano of 
the emperor became that of Lewis XIV. His daugh- 
ter was carried into France, at eleven years of age, 
to be married to die duke of Burgundy, who was 
only thirteen. After the duke of Savoy had gone 
08’from the league, it happened then, as before in 
the peace of Nimegen, that each of the allies began 
to treat feparately. The emperor was the firft, and 
accepted of the neutrality of Italy. The Dutch pro- 
pofed the caftle of Ryfwick, near the Hague, to hold 
the conferences in, for a general peace. The four 
armies, which Lewis had then in the field, hallened 
matters to a cqnclufion: he had twenty-four thou- 
i'and men in Flanders, under Yillcroi; marfhal de 
Choifeul was at the head of forty thoufand, on the 
banks of the Rhine; and Catinat commanded as ma- 
ny in Piedmont. The duke de Vendome, who, from 
a volunteer in the king’s guards, had gone through 
all the different Nations in the army, was now at laft 
head general in Catalonia, where he had gained a vi- 
ftory, and taken Barcelona. Thefe new and fuccell- 
ful efforts were efficacious mediators for the peace. 
The court of Rome offered her mediation; but this 
was rejected, as before at Nimegen. Charles XL 
king of Sweden, was pitched upon as mediator. 
The peace, in fliort, was at laft concluded (b); but 
not with fuch loftinefs, nor on fuch advantageous 
conditions, as had formerly diffinguifhed the gran- 
deur of Lewis XIV.; for, on the contrary, every 
thing came from his fide with a remarkable mode- 
ration and condefcenfion. This he confidered as 

(3) September,. October iff?!). 
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good policy, and as ncceffary to make him greatcr 

and more powerful than ever. 
The king of Spain, having been worn out by a 

complication of dillempers before his fortieth year, 
was now near his end: after his death, the pofterity 
of Charles the fifth would be extinct; for he had no 
more children. Lewis XIV. had a natural right to 
the Spanilh crown, as being grandfon to Philip III. 
by Anne of Aufixia; and the Dauphin was equally 
intitled by Maria-Therefa, as grandfon to Philip 
the fourth. 

The great aim of Lewis, as it really ought to have 
been, was to prevent the fucceifion of all that vaft 
monarchy of his own, and his fon’s grandfather, from 
falling wholly into the other branch of the Aufirian 
family. Ke hoped, that the houfe of Bourbon 
would be able, at leaft, to lay hold of fome por- 
tion thereof; and that, at lafi, Ihe might perhaps 
get the whole into her polTelfion. The folemn 
renunciations of his mother and wife appeared to 
Lewis as formal trifles, that ought to be abolifhed 
when new circumflances arofe. In this fcheme for 
the aggrandizing of France, or the houfe of Bour- 
bon, it was neceflary, however, to put on an ap- 
pearance of moderation to Europe, not to provoke 
fo many jealous powers. The peace now gave him 
time to procure new allies, to re-eflablifh his former 
finances,,as well as to create others which feemed 
needful, and to train up a new foldiery. He thought 
proper, therefore, to make fome conceflions, in hopes 
of gaining thereby more confiderable advantages. 

The king reftored to the Spaniards all he had 
taken near the Pyrenees, in tire late war; as he did 

Y 3 
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alfo Luxembourg, Mons, Ath, and Courtrai, in 
Flanders. He acknowleged William as lawful king 
of England, hitherto Ailed only prince of Orange, 
and accounted a tyrant and ufurper: he promifed 
likewife to give no alii fiance to his enemies. King 
James, who was not even mentioned in the treaty, 
remained at St. Germains, living on the empty title 
of king, and Lewis’s penfion. He fent nothing 
now againfl his rival but manifefloes: his proteftor 
was obliged to facrifice him; and he was already 
forgotten in Europe. 

The decrees paffed by the parliaments of Brifac 
and Metz againfl fo many fovereigns, and the re- 
unions made near Alface, thofe monuments of 
power, and dangerous tyranny, were abolilhed: 
and all the jurifdidlions which had been feized, were 
alfo returned to the lawful proprietors. 

Befldes thele ccnceffions, Lewis reflored Fri- 
bourg, Brifac, Kheil, and Philipfbourg, to the 
Empire. He alfo agreed to demolifh the fortifica- 
tions of Strafbourg on the Rhine, Fort Lewis, 
Traerbach, and Mont-royal; works on which Vau- 
ban had exhaufted his art, and the king his trea- 
fures. All Europe became aftonifhed, and France 
wis moved with indignation, that Lewis fhotdd 
agree to fuch a peace as if he had been con- 
ejuered. Harlai, Creci, and Callieres, who had 
limed it, durft not fhew themfelves at court, noi 
in the city; every body loaded them with farcafms 
and reproaches, as if they had taken a Aep not or- 
dered by the miniflry. The court bitterly reflefled 
upon them Ear having betrayed the honour of France. 
The courtiers, having more zeal than penetration. 
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were ignorant, that, upon this treaty, fo fhameful in 
appearance, Lewis intended to found his grandeur. 

It was by this treaty that France reftored Lorrain 
to the family which had enjoyed it feven hundred 
years. Duke Charles V. who had been the fupport 
of the Empire, and had conquered the Turks, was 
dead; his fon Leopold, at the peace of Ryfwick, 
took pofleflion of his fovereignty; though dripped, 
indeed of his jud rights; for he was not permitted 
to fortify his capital: but they could not deprive 
him of a more glorious right, that of aiding for the 
good of his lubjefts; a right which no prince ever 
ufed fo worthily as Leopold. 

It were to be wilhed, indeed, it could be re- 
membered to lated poderity, that one of the pet- 
tied princes of Europe was he who did mod for 
the benefit of his people. He found Lorrain de- 
folate and abandoned, which he repeopled and en- 
riched : he preferved it always in peace, whild all 
Europe was ravaged by war : his conduit was fo 
prudent, that he was always on good terms with 
France, and was at the fame time beloved in the Em- 
pire ; happily keeping that jud medium, v/hich a 
petty prince is fcarce ever able to preferve betwixt 
two formidable powers. He procured his people 
an abundance, which they had never known be- 
fore ; and the nobility of Lorrain, who had been 
reduced to extreme mifery, were railed to a date 
of opulence by his aits of generodty. If he faw a 
gentleman’s houfe in ruins, he immediately had it 
rebuilt at his own expence: he paid their debts, and 
took care to have their daughters properly married. 
He was profufe in his prefents; and his manner of 
giving was even fupcrior to his bounty; for he 
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fhewed, in all his gifts, at once, the magnificence 
of a prince, and the politencfs of a friend. The arts 
being honoured in his little province, produced a 
new circulation, which makes the riches of a fiate. 
His court was formed after the model of France; 
and one who had come from thence to Luneville, 
would almoft imagine himfelf ftill at Verfailles. Af- 
ter the example of Lewis, he made learning fiourifh: 
he eftabli(lied an univerfity at Luneville for true 
literature, without pedantry; and thither the young 
nobility of Germany went to receive their education. 
There the true and ufeful fciences were taught; and 
the principles of natural philofophy ocularly demon- 
ftrated by the moft curious machines. He fearched 
for men of genius and talents, even in the lowefi: 
ftations, and moft obfcure retreats; and, when he 
found fuch, he always encouraged and brought 
them to light. In fhort, during his whole reign, his 
only employment was the care of procuring to his 
people tranquillity, riches, knowlege, and pleafure. 
“ I would quit my throne to-morrow, faid he, if I 
“ could do no more good.” Thus he enjoyed the 
pleafuie of being univerfally beloved; and, long 
after his death, I myfelf have feen his fubje&s (hed 
tears, when his name was mentioned. In ftiort, he 
left an example to thegrcateft princes; and, by his 
behaviour, not a little paved the way for his fon 
to the Imperial diadem. 

About the time when Lewis was fettling the peace 
of Ryfwick, with a view to the fucceftion of Spain, 
the crown of Poland became vacant. This crown 
was the only elective one in the world; and fo- 
reigners, as well as Polanders, might put in their 
claim. There were two ways to procure*it, either 
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by merit that was confpicuous, and fupported with 
intereft, to carry the votes (as was the cafe of John 
Sobiefki, the lall king), or by treafure fufficient to 
purchai'e this kingdom, which is generally put up 
to a kind of auftion. 

The abbe de Polignac, afterwards cardinal, had, 
at firft, addrefs enough to carry the votes in favour 
of the prince de Conti, fo well known for his gal- 
lant behaviour at Steenkirk and Nerwind : he had 
never, however, commanded in chief, nor been ad- 
mitted into the king’s privy-council: the duke of 
Bourbon, was reputed equal to him in warlike 
affairs; and the duke de Vendome was a man of 
greater renown for martial abilities. Neverthclefs, 
his fame eclipfed that of the other two. This was 
owing to his art of pleafing, and difplaying his ta- 
lents to the beft advantage; an art which no-body 
ever poffelfed to an higher degree than Conti. Po- 
lignac, who had that of perfuading, firfl determined 
the electors in that prince’s favour. By his eloquence 
and promifes, he counterbalanced the treafure which 
Auguflus, eleftor of Saxony, had lavifhed with fuch 
profufion. Conti w'as elected by a confiderable ma- 
jority (c); and accordingly proclaimed by the pri- 
mate of the kingdom. Two hours after Auguftus 
was likewife chofen, by another party, much lefs in 
number; but he was a powerful prince, and had 
troops in readinefs on the frontiers of Poland. The 
prince of Conti wras abfent, without money, without 
troops, and without powrer: he had nothing but his 
name, and the cardinal de Polignac. Lewis ought 
certainly either to have prevented his accepting of 
the offer of the crown, or to have fupplied him 

(f) June 17. 1657. 
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with a fufficient force to carry it againfl: his rival. 
The French mini Ary was thought to have done too 
much in fending the prince of Conti; and too little, 
in giving him only a fmall convoy, and a few bills 
of exchange, with which he came into the road of 
Dantzick. This method of beginning affairs, and 
dropping them, is a kind of policy frequently pra- 
ttifed by the French miniftry. The prince of Conti 
was not even admitted into Dantzick; and his bills 
were protefted. The intrigues of the pope, thofe 
of the emperor, and the money and troops of 
Saxony, had already fecured the crown to his rival. 
He returned with the glory only of having been 
elecled; and France had the mortification to find, 
that Ate was unable to make a king of Poland. 

The difgrace of the prince of Conti did not di- 
Aurb the peace of the North amongft the ChriAians. 
The South of Europe was refiored to quiet by the 
treaty of Ryfwick; fo that there was now no other 
war remaining, but that which the Turks carried on 
with Germany, Poland, Venice, and Mufcovy. 
The ChriAians, however, notwithAanding their ill- 
management, and divifions, had, in this war, the 
fuperiority. Soon after, happened the battle of 
Zanta (d), in which prince Eugene routed the grand 
fignor at the head of his army. This defeat, made 
remarkable by the death of a grand vizier, feven- 
teen bafhaws, and twenty thoufand Turks, humbled 
the Ottoman infolence, and brought on the peace of 
Carlowitz; in which the Turks were obliged to fub*. 
mit to the terms of their conquerors (e). The \ e- 
netians were to have Morea, the Mufcovites Afoph, 
the Poles Caminieck, and the emperor Tranfilvania. 

(d) 1697. Ce) I(S59. 
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All Chriftendom was blefled with perfect tranquil- 
lity, and war was not talked of either in Alia or 
Africa. The world, in general, feemed to be in 
peace during the laft two years of the feventeenth 
century; a remarkable period, but of a fhort du- 
ration. 

The public troubles foon began again. The 
North was diflurbed, in the year 1700. by two 
men, the moft extraordinary that ever appeared in 
the world; the czar Peter Alexiovitz, emperor of 
RulTia, and young Charles XII. king of Sweden. 
The czar Peter, though born almoft a favage, ar- 
rived to a pitch of true grandeur : by force of ge- 
nius, and labour, he became the reformer, or rather 
founder, of his empire. Charles XII. more virtu- 
ous than Peter, and yet lefs ferviceable to his fub- 
jects, being formed to command a foldiery, but not 
a people, was the firft hero of his age: he died, 
however, with the character of an imprudent prince. 
That war, which continued eighteen years, and 
brought fuch defolation on the North, arofe from 
the ambitious defigns of the czar, and the kings of 
Poland and Denmark, who intended to take advan- 
tage of the youth of Charles XII. in order to (trip 
him of fome part of his dominions. Charles, when 
he was only fixteen years old, conquered thefe three 
princes, became the terror of the North, and was 
reputed an hero at an age when others have not 
finifhed their education. Nine years he was the moft 
formidable prince in the world, and nine more the 
moft unfortunate. 

The frefti commotions in the South of Europe 
fprung from another caufe. A great difpute arofe 
about dividing the fpoils of the Spanilh monarch, 
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whofe death was approaching. The powers, who 
already enjoyed in idea this vaft fucceffion, afted 
in the fame manner as generally happens during the 
ficknefs of a rich old man without children: his 
wife, his relations, the priefts, and the lawyers, pla- 
ced to receive the laft commands of the dying per- 
fon, befet him on all (ides to wreft from him a word 
in their favour. Some agree to (hare the fpoils, 
whilft others prepare to difpute them. 

Lewis XIV. and the emperor Leopold, were in 
the fame degree of confanguinity: both were grand- 
fons of Philip III, for both had married daughters 
of Philip IV. His royal highnefs the Dauphin, and 
Jofeph king of the Romans, the emperor’s fon, 
had a double claim by the fame proximity. The 
right of birth was in the houfe of Bourbon; for the 
king, and his fon the Dauphin, had the eldeft 
daughters for their mothers: but the emperor’s fa- 
mily afferted for their rights, firft and efpecially, 
the folemn and ratified renunciations of Lewis XIII. 
and XIV. to the crown of Spain; then the name 
of Auftria; the blood of Maximilian, from whom 
Leopold and Charles II. were defcended; the al- 
mofl: conflant union of the two Auftrian branches, 
and the ftill more conflant hatred againft the Bour- 
bons; the averfion which the Spaniards had then 
to the French nation; and, as their la ft refource, a 
certain policy they had in their power to govern 
the Spanifh councils. 

Thefe two rivals were not only afraid of each 
other, but had likewife all Europe to fear. The 
other powers, but efpecially thofe of England and 
Holland, whofe intereft it wras to keep a balance, 
would never fuffer the crown of Spain, with that 
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of the Empire, or of France, to be placed upon the 
fame head. William had formed a defign, even 
u'hilft Charles II. was living, to make a partition 
of the Spanith monarchy, and to give the principal 
part to a prince neither of the Bourbon nor Auftrian 
family. This young prince, only eight years of 
age, was defcended from a younger daughter of 
Philip IV. wife to the emperor Leopold: thefe had 
a daughter, married to Maximilian elector of Ba- 
varia; and the youth, whom the English and Dutch 
had fixed upon, was the fruit of this marriage. 
The French monarch confented to this; he being 
to have by the partition, Sicily, Naples, the pro- 
vince of Guipufcoa, and feveral towns. The arch- 
duke Charles was to have Milan; and the remainder 
of it was to be given up to this young prince of Ba- 
varia, whom it would be a confiderable time be- 
fore they would have any occafion to fear. Eng- 
land, France, and Holland, projected and made 
this treaty (f). * France expected to gain an ad- 
dition to her territories; and the Englith and Dutch 
flattered themfelves they fltould thereby effectually 
eflablilh quiet in one part of Europe. All this po- 
licy, however, proved of no fignification. The dying 
king, being told how his monarchy was divided be- 
fore his death, was moved with the higheft indigna- 
tion ; and, in confequence of it, everybody expeCIed, 
that he would declare the emperor, or the emperor’s 
fon, for his fucceflbr, as a recompence to Leopold 
for not being concerned in the partition; and, in 

(f) Oetofcer 11. iGp8. 
* Larrey and Limiers teem to have known nothing of this 

firft partition-treaty. 
VOL. I. z 
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fliort, that his teftamcnt would be intirely dilated 
by the power of the Auftrian family, and wholly 
agreeable to its wilb.es. He made one, indeed; 
but, in this, he declared the fame young prince of 
Bavaria, whom we have mentioned, heir to all his 
dominions. The Spanifh nation, who feared no- 
thing fo much as the difmembering their mon- 
archy, highly applauded this difpolition; and they 
hoped, a general peace would be the effeft of it. 
Thefe hopes, however, were as vain as the parti- 
tion-treaty; for the prince of Bavaria, the defigned 
king, died at Brulfels (g). 

The houfe of Auftria was unjuflly accufed, as 
being the caufe of this fudden death; and this only 
upon the bare probability, that a crime is moll 
likely to be committed by thofe to whom it feems 
moll advantageous. The intrigues and cabals were 
renewed in the courts of Madrid, Vienna, Verfailles, 
London, Rome, and the Hague. 

Lewis XIV. king William, and the Hates gene- 
ral, made another imaginary divifion of the Spanilh 
monarchy. They adigned to the archduke Charles, 
younger fon of the emperor, w'hat they had before 
given to the deccafed youth (/;). 

They allotted Milan to the duke of Lorrain; 
and his duchy, which had been fo often taken, and 
as often rellored, by the French, was to be for ever 
annexed to the crown of France. This treaty, 
which -put in motion the politics of all the princes, 
either to oppofe or defend it, proved to as little 
purpofe as the former. Europe was again difap- 
pointed in her expectation, as happens almoft al- 
ways. J 

(e) Feb. itfpp. (h) March Jjoo, 
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The emperor would not llgn this treaty of par- 
tition ; becaufe he was in great hopes of having 
the whole fuccedion. The French monarch, who 
had prefled the figning of it, waited the event in 
the utmoft fufpenfe. 

The king of Spain, being fenfible of his declin- 
ing Hate though in the flower of his age, was in- 
clined to fettle his whole monarchy on the archduke 
Charles, nephew to his queen, and fecond fon to the 
emperor Leopold: for fo much was he convinced of 
the neceffity of paying fome regard to the balancing 
fyftem, that he became afraid of naming the eldeft 
fon his fuccelfor; fuch a flep he faw plainly would 
alarm the reft of Europe, and all the other powers 
would immediately have recourfe to arms, when 
they faw Spain, with the Indies, the Empire, Hun- 
gary, Bohemia, and Lombardy, in the fame hands. 
He therefore requefted the Emperor Leopold to 
fend his fecond fon, Charles, to Madrid, with ten 
thoufand men; but this would not then have been 
fuffered by France, England, Holland, nor Italy; 
for all were follicitous to bring about* the partition. 
The emperor w'ould not venture his fon alone to 
the mercy of the Spanith council; and he knew he 
could not march ten thoui'and men to that kingdom. 
His intention was only to fend a fulficient body of 
troops into Italy, to fecure himfelf in this part of 
the Spanilh-Auftrian monarchy. It happened, in the 
important affairs of thefe two grand princes, as we 
daily fee amongft private perfons about their little 
concerns; they difputed, and then grew out of 
temper: the German haughtinefs raifed the Caftilian 
pride. The countefs de Perlitz, who intirely go- 

Z 2 
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vernrcl the queen of the dying monarch, contributed 
likewife to alienate the afTeftions of many at Ma- 
drid, whom (he ought rather to have gained; and 
the council of Vienna rendered things ftlll more ir- 
reconcileable by their haughty procedure. 

The young archduke, afterwards the emperor 
Charles VI. generally called the Spaniards by fome 
reproachful names. But he learned from thence 
how cautious a prince ought to be in his exprellions. 
The bifhop of Lerida, embaflador from Madrid at 
Vienna, being difgufted at the Germans, repre- 
fented what Charles had faid in the word light, 
in his difpatches to Madrid; and he himfelf wrote 
againft the houfe of Auftria, in terms more re- 
proachful than any which the archduke had thrown 
out againft the Spaniards: “ The ininds of the mi- 

nifters of Leopold,” laid he, “ are like the goats 
horns in my country, little, ftubborn, and crook- 

“ c J.” This letter became public : the bifihop of 
Lerida was recalled ; and, at his return to Madrid, 
he not a little heightened the antipathy of the Spa- 
niards againft- the Auftrians. 

Many other little trifling incidents, which are ge- 
nerally connecled with affairs of importance, contri- 
buted likewife to bring about that great change which 
happened in Europe, and prepared the way for that 
resolution, by which the houfe of Auftria for ever 
loft Spain and the Indies. Cardinal Portocarero, 
and the moft conliderable of the Spanilh grandees, 
having formed themfelves into a party, to prevent 
the difmembering of their monarchy, perfuaded 
Charles II. to prefer a younger grandfon of Lewis 
XIV'. to a prince fo remote from them, and fo in- 
capable to defend them. This, they faid, would be 



Ch. i6. LEAVIS XIV. 259 

no violation of the folemn renunciations of the mo- 
ther and queen of Lewis XIV. to the crown of 
Spain: fince thefe had been made on purpofe to 
prevent the elder fons from coming into polfeffion 
of the two kingdoms; and, for that reafon, they 
had chofen a younger fon. It would be likewife do- 
ing juftice to the right of blood, at the fame time 
that it would preferve the Spanifh monarchy from 
a partition. The fcrupulous king confulted divines 
upon this point; who were of the fame opinion 
with his council. He then, nctwithftanding his fick- 
nefs, wrote with his own hand to the pope, defiring 
his opinion in the affair. The pope Innocent XII. 
who faw plainly, that the liberty of Italy depended 
greatly on the houfe of Auflria’s being weakened, 
wrote to Charles, “ that the laws of Spain, and the 
“ welfare of all Chrifiendom, required him to give 
“ the preference to the family of Bourbon.” This 
letter was dated the 1 6th of July 1 700. His ho- 
linefs, we fee, of a cafe of confcience made a flate- 
affair; whilft his catholic majefty converted an im- 
portant affair of ftate into a cafe of confcience. 

Lewis XIV. was informed of thefe proceedings; 
but his council had not the leaf! concern in this great 
event: at this junfture there was not even an em- 
baffador at Madrid. Mar dial d’Harcourt had been 
recalled fix months before; the partition-treaty, 
which France was to fupport by her arms, having 
rendered her miniffer highly obnoxious at the Spa- 
nifh court. The French had now only at Madrid 
one of the fecretaries to Harcourt’s embally, who 
managed their affairs. This man has, indeed, been 
filled envoy in all the gazettes, and hiffories gc,±c- 
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rally copied from thence; but there is certainly a 
wide difference betwixt real titles and thofe that are 
only nominal. 

All Europe imagined, that the will of Charles IT. 
had been intirely dictated by the court of Verfailles: 
but the dying prince had wholly confultcd the in- 
tereft of his kingdom, and the wilhes, nay, even 
fears, of his fubjefts; for the French monarch had 
ordered a body of troops to march to the fron- 
tiers of Spain ; and thefe were to be commanded 
by the maribal d’Harcourt. Nothing, indeed, is 
more true than this, that the reputation of Lewis, 
and the idea of his power, were the only negotia- 
tors which operated in this revolution. Charles of 
Auftria, after having figned the ruin of his own 
houfe, and the grandeur of that of Bourbon, lan- 
guifhed about a month longer, and then ended his 
obfcure life, in the thirty-ninth year of his age (/). 
Perhaps, it may not be altogether ufelefs, in order 
to drew fomewhat of human nature, to mention, 
that this monarch, a few months before his death, 
ordered the graves to be opened in the Efcurial, of 
his father, mother, and firll queen, Maria-Louifa of 
Orleans, who was fufpecfed to have been poifoned 
by his command; as may be feen in the chapter of 
Anecdotes; and he kiiTed the remains of their bo- 
dies. In this he either followed the example of 
fbme ancient kings of Spain ; or he was defirous to 
accuitom himfelf to the horror of death; or had, 
perhaps, fome fecret fuperflitious notion, that the 
opening of thefe tombs would retard his fatal hour. 

The particulars of his will were kept fo fecret, 
that the count de Harrac, embalfador from his Im- 

(i) Oftobcr l. 1700. 
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perial majefty, ftill flattered himfelf, that the arch- 
duke was nominated fucceflbr: he waited, for a con- 
fiderable time, the iflue of the grand council held 
immediately after the king’s death; and the duke 
d’Abrantes at laft approaching him with open arms, 
Harrac made then no doubt, that the archduke was 
king; w'hen the duke, embracing him, faid, Vengo 
ad expedir me de la cafa de Aujlria; “ I come to 
u take my leave of the houfe of Auftria.” 

Thus, after two hundred years fpent in wars, and 
fruitlefs negotiations, for only a part of the Spanifh 
frontiers, the houfe of Bourbon, by a daih of the 
pen, at laft got the whole Spanifh monarchy, without 
treaties, without cabals, and even without the leaft 
hope of fuch a fucceflion. We thought ourfelves 
obliged to bring to light a fact hitherto darkened 
and mifreprefented by fo many minifters and hi- 
ftorians, blinded by prejudices, and outward ap- 
pearances, which generally lead into error. All that 
has been publiflied in fo many volumes, in relation 
to money fpent on the occafion by marihal d’Har- 
court, and the Spanifh minifters bribed to procure 
this will, muft be ranked amongft political falf- 
hoods, and popular errors. The marquis de Torci, 
minifter in France at that time for foreign affairs, 
has given a convincing proof of this truth, by a 
paper which I have under his hand. The king of 
Spain, in choofing for his fucceflbr the grandfon of a 
king who had been fo long his enemy, had always his 
thoughts upon the effects of a general balance. The 
duke d’Anjou, grandfon of Lewis XIV. was called 
to the Spaniih fucceflion, becaufe he could have no 
expectation of inheriting the crown of France; and 
the fame teftament, which, in failure of a younger 
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fon of the Bourbon family, nominated the archduke 
Charles, afterwards emperor Charles VI. exprelly 
mentioned, that the Empire and Spain muft never 
be united in the fame fovereign. 

Lewis XIV. might now either adhere to the treaty 
of partition, by which France would be a gainer, or 
accept of the will fo advantageous to his family. It 
is certain, the matter^was under deliberation. But, 
of all hil privy-souncil, chancellor Ponchartrain 
was the only one who advifed him to keep to the 
treaty : he faw the dangers which would enfue in 
having a new war to fupport. Lewis faw them alfo; 
but he was accuftomed not to fear danger: he ac- 
cepted therefore of the teftament; and, at his com- 
ing out of the council, meeting the princefles de 
Conti, and madame the duchefs; “ Well,” faid he, 
fmiling, “ which courfe would you take, ladies?” 
Then without waiting their anfwer, “ Which foever 
“ I follow, ’’ added he, “ I know I fliall be blamed.” 

The actions of kings, though they themfelves 
may be flattered, always undergo many fevere cen- 
fures; infomuch that the king of England himfelf 
had feveral bitter reflexions thrown out againfl: him 
in parliament; and hisminifters were perfecuted for 
having made the treaty of partition. The Englifh, 
who reafon better than any people, but who fome- 
times fufler their reafon to be extinguifned by fury 
and party-fpirit, at once exclaimed againfl: William, 
•who made the treaty, and againft Lewis, who broke it. 

Europe feemed at firft to be ftruck with amaze- 
ment, and unable to exert herfelf, when flue faw the 
monarchy of Spain become fubjeX to France, her 
rival for three hundred years. Lewis XIV. ap- 
peared to be the happieft and mofl powerful mon.- 
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arch upon earth. He was now in' his fixty-fecond 
year, furrounded with a numerous offspring; and 
one of his grandfons was going to take upon him 
the fovereignty of Spain, America, half of Italy, and 
the Netherlands. The emperor as yet could do 
nothing but complain. 

King William, being become weak and infirm, 
though only in the fifty-fecond year of his age, did 
not now appear a dangerous enemy; befides, he 
muff: have the confent of his parliament to declare 
war. Lewis had fent over into England fix millions 
of livres, by the ftrength of which he flattered 
himfelf he ffiould be able to gain a majority of votes 
in his intereft. William and the Dutch, not having 
a fufficient ftrength to declare themfelves, wrote to 
Philip V. as lawful king of Spain. Lewis XIV. 
was fecure of the elector of Bavaria, father to the 
deceafed young prince, who had been nominated 
king of Spain. This eleftor, governor of the Ne- 
therlands in the name of the late king Charles II. 
at once fecured to Philip V. the pofleflion of Flan- 
ders, and opened a paflage for the French troops 
through his deflorate to Vienna, in cafe the em- 
peror Ihould declare war. The eleftor of Cologn, 
brother to the eleftor of Bavaria, was as ftrongly in 
the intereft of France as his brother; and both 
feemed to be right in their judgments; for the houfe 
of Bourbon was then incomparably the ftrongeft. 
The duke of Savoy had one daughter, who was 
duchefs of Burgundy, and another now going to 
be queen of Spain: he himfelf was to command the 
French armies in Italy; fo that it was not imagined 
he would ever declare war againft fuch near relations. 

The duke of Mantua, who had been fold by his 
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miniftry to the French, now fold himfelf, and re- 

ceived a French garifon into his dukedom. Tlje 
Milanefe acknowleged the grandfon of Lewis with- 
out hefitating: even Portugal, the natural enemy of 
Spain, at firft joined with her. In fhort, from 
LLfbon to Antwerp, and from the Danube to Naples, 
all was in the intereft of the Bourbon family. The 
king became fo haughty upon his profperity, that, 
in fpeaking to the duke of Rochefaucault, about 
fome propofitions made to him by the emperor, he 
ufed the following expreffion: “ You will find 
“ them even more infolent than you were told 

they were.” 
King William, who was an enemy to the grandeur 

of Lewis XIV. even to his grave, promifed the em- 
peror to arm England and Holland in his caufe: and 
he likewife gained Denmark in his intereft. In 
fine, he ligned, at the Hague, a treaty which had 
been, for fome time, concerted againft the Bourbon 
family (k): but the French monarch was but little 
moved with t is; and, reckoning upon the divifions 
which his mo 'ey would make in the Engliib parlia- 
ment, and dill more unon the united ftrength of 
France and Spain, he defpifed his enemies. 

About this time, James died at St. Germains (/), 
Upon his deceafe, Lewis immediately acknowleged 
the prince of Wales* as lawful king of England. 
Had he not taken this ftep, it is very probable the 
parliament of England would not have intermeddled 
betwixt the houfes of Bourbon and Auftria; at lead, 
feveral of the members of that parliament have fo 
adured me: but thus to acknowlege for their king 
a prince who had been profcribed by them, appeared 

(I) September 1700. (/) September 16. 1701. 



an infult to the nation, and an affe&ing to be arbi- 
trary in Europe. This fpirit of liberty, which then 
reigned in England, being heightened by their hatred 
of the power of Lewis XIV. difpofed the nation to 
give William whatever fubfidies he demanded. 

The emperor Leopold firft began the war in 
Italy, in the fpring of the year 1701. Italy has 
been generally the country which has felt mofl: from 
the ambition of the emperors: here it was that his 
arms could moft eafily penetrate by the way of Tirol 
and Venice; for this republic, though neutral in 
appearance, was more inclined to the houfe of 
Aufiria than Bourbon: befides, fhe was obliged by 
treaty to give a paflage to the German troops; and 
flic accordingly performed her engagements with- 
out the leaft reluftance. * 

The emperor waited till the Germanic body 
Ihould come over to his intereft, before he would 
attack Lewis on the fide of Germany. He had a 
party in Spain, and a correfpondence there : but no 
advantage could be reaped from thence, unlefs 
one of his fons were there in perfon. This could 
not be effefted without the aid of the Dutch and 
Englifh fleets. King William did all in his power 
to haflen the preparations: and though his body was 
weak, and almoft lifelefs, yet his underftanding, be- 
ing flill lively and aifive, pur every thing in mo- 
tion ; but all he did was not fo much to ferve the 
houfe of Auftria, as to humble Lewis XIV. 

He was to have headed the allied army in the be- 
ginning of the year 1 702. Death, however, pre- 
vented him in this defign: he received a fall from 
an horfe, which proved mortal to his decayed body; 
for it brought on a flight fever, which carried him 
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off. He died without giving the lead anfwer to 
what the Engliih priefts, who were at his bed-fide, 
faid to him on the fubjeft of religion; and he /hew- 
ed no other uneafinefs but that which arofe from 
the affairs of Europe. 

He left the reputation ofa great politician,though 
he had never been popular; and a formidable gene- 
ral, though he had loft many battles. His conduft 
was always difcreet and moderate; and his fpirits 
never appeared elevated but on a day of battle. 
He never aimed at abfolute pow'er in England; 
and to this it was owing that he reigned fo peace- 
ably. He was called ftateholder of the Engliih, 
and king of the Dutch. He was acquainted with 
moft of the European languages, yet could not 
Ipea^. any one with elegance; for he was a man 
of more judgment and reflation than imagination. 
He affected to ftiun all praife and flattery; becaufe, 
perhaps, Lewis appeared too fond of them. His 
glory was of a quite different kind from that of 
the French monarch. Thofe who are moft pleafed 
with the ch a rafter of a prince who acquired a 
kingdom without a natural right; who maintained 
it without being beloved; who governed defpotical- 
ly, and yet did not enflave Holland; who was the 
foul and the chief of half of Europe; who had the 
genius of a general, and the valour of a common 
foldier; who never perfecuted any one for religion; 
who defpifed all human fuperftition; and whofe 
manners were Ample and modeft; fuch, no doubt, 
will give the name of Great to William rather than 
Lewis. Thofe, on the contrary, who are more 
charmed with the pleafures of a fplendid court; 
with magnificence; with the proteftion given to 
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arts; with zeal for the public good; with a paffion 
for glory, and a talent for reigning; who are more 
flruck with the haughtinefs with which the French 
miniflers and generals, in obedience to their fove- 
reign’s will, added provinces to France; who are 
more a Hefted with feeing a fingle kingdom with- 
fland fo many powers, in Ihort, who admire more 
a monarch of France, who gives the kingdom of 
Spain to his grandfon, than a fon-in-law who de- 
thrones his father; fuch will certainly give the pre- 
ference to Lewis XIV. 

William was fucceeded by the princefs Anne, 
daughter of King James II. by a daughter of chan- 
cellor Hyde, one of the greateft men in England. 
She was married to the prince of Denmark, who was 
only her greateft fubjeft. As foon as Ihe afcended 
the throne, Ihe entered into all the meafures of king 
William, though Ihe had had an open rupture with 
him when living. Thefe meafures were certainly 
the moft agreeable to her people; and though a fo- 
vereign in any other kingdom may make his people 
blindly conform to his inclinations, yet, in England, 
a prince mull comply with theirs. 

The dilpolltions made by England and Holland, 
in order/ if poftible, to put the archduke Charles 
the emperor's fon on the throne of Spain, or at leaft 
to oppofe the Bourbons, deferve, perhaps, the at- 
tention of all ages. Holland was to maintain one 
hundred and two thoufand troops, to be employed 
in the field, or to be kept in gaiifons. This was 
more than the vaft monarchy of Spain could fuftnfti 
at this junfture. A province of merchants, which 
had been almoft totally fubdued in two months, about 
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thirty years before, could now do more than the 
fovereigns of Spain, Naples, Flanders, Peru, and 
Mexico. England undertook to furniih forty thou- 
fand. In alliances it almoft always happens, that 
the parties furniih at length lefs than they pro- 
mifed; England, on the contrary, in the fecond year 
of the war, fent 'fifty inftcad of forty thoufand men; 
and towards the end of the war, fhe maintained, of 
her own troops, and thofe of her allies, upon the 
frontiers of France, in Spaip, in Italy, in Ireland, 
in America, and in her fleets, two hundred and 
twenty thoufand foldiers and failors: an expence 
which will appear incredible to one who confiders, 
that England, properly fpeaking, is but equal to a 
third of France, and has not half fo much money in 
fpecie: but it will not furpafs the belief of thofe 
who know what commerce and credit can do. The 
Englilh bore always the greateft burden in this al- 
liance. The Dutch lightened theirs by degrees: for, 
after all, the republic of the ftates general are only 
an illufirious company of merchants; but England 
is a rich and fertile kingdom, abounding in fiatcf- 
men, merchants and warriors. 

The emperor was to furnifh ninety thoufand 
men, exclufive of the affiflance of the Empire, and 
thofe allies whom he expected to detach from the 
Bourbon family. Meanwhile the grandfon of France 
reigned peaceably at Madrid; and in the beginning 
of the century Lew is was at the height of his power 
and glory. But thofe, who could penetrate into the 
fecr^ls of the courts of Europe, efpecially that of 
France, began to apprehend a change. Spain, which 
had been greatly weakened under the late kings of 
the blood of Charles V. became more fc in the be- 
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ginning of the reign of a fon of the Bourbon fa- 
mily. The houfe of Auitria had partifans in feve- 
ral provinces of this monarchy. Catalonia feemed 
ready to fiiake off the new yoke, and to declare 
for the archduke Charles. It was impoffible to 
conceive, that Portugal would not, fooner or later, 
efpoufe the caufe of the Auftrian family. It ap- 
peared her interefl: to blow up, amongft the Spa- 
niards, who were her natural enemies, a civil war, 
by which Lilbon muft be a confiderable gainer. 
The duke of Savoy, though but juft become father- 
in-law to the king of Spain, and allied to the Bour- 
bon family both by blood and treaties, yet appear- 
ed already diflatisfied with his fons-in-law. He had 
at fir ft a monthly penfion of fifty thoufand crowns, 
which was augmented to two hundred thoufand 
livres; but this did not appear to him fuficient to 
keep him in the Bourbon intereft. He wanted at 
lead to have Montferrat, and part of Milan, given 
up to him. The haughty treatment he experi- 
enced from the French generals, and the miniltry 
of Verfailles, gave him reafon to fufpect, that he 
would foon be difregarded by his fons-in-law, who 
furrounded his dominions on all Tides. He had al- 
ready fuddenly quitted the F.mpire for France; 
and it was now highly probable, that, being alio 
neglected by France, he would defert her the firtt 
opportunity. 

In the court and kingdom of Lewis XIV. people 
0; penetration already forefaw 4 revolution, which 
thofe of lefs difeernment cannot perceive till the 
event itfelf happens. The king, now above fixty 
years of age, and being more retired, could not 
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now fo well diAingufh the characters of men. He 
law things at too great a diftance, with eyes lefs 
piercing than before, and bewitched by a long 
courfe of profperity. Madam de Maintenon, with 
all the great qualities Are poflefled, had neither that 
vigour, that refolution, nor that greatnefs of foul, 
requifite to fupport the glory of a Aate. It was 
by her intereA chieAy, that her favourite Chamil- 
lard was made fuperintendant of the finances, in 
i 69 8. and fecretary at war, in 1 70 1. He was more 
of the honeA man than the miniAer; the modeAy 
of his conduct, when he was governor of St. Cyr, 
bad pleafed the king: however, notwithfianding his 
outward modeAy and diffidence, he was fo unhappy 
as to think his Arength fufficient to fupport a weight, 
which Colbert and Louvois both together had bom 
with difficulty. The king, relying upon his own 
experience, believed he fhoukl be able himfelf to 
direft his minifters fuccefsfully. He had faid to king 
James, upon the death of Louvois; “ I have loA a 

good miniAer; but this Atall not affect either 
“ your affairs or mine.” When he chofe Barbe- 

fieux to fucceed Louvois as fecretary at war, “ I 
« made your father a miniAer, faid he; and I will 
i{ make you one too.” He faid much the lame to 
Chamillard. A king, indeed, who had laboured fo 
long, and fo fuccefsfully, feemed to have a right to 
fpeak in this manner. 

In regard to the generals he employed, they 
were frequently too much confined by the Arict- 
nefs of their orders; as were likewife his emballa- 
dors, who were not to deviate in the leafi from 
their infiruftions. He ufcd to fettle the opera- 
tions of the campaign with Chamillard in madam 
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Maintenon’s apartment; and if a commander in- 
tended any great enterprize, he muft frequently 
fend a courier for permiffion; and, before his return, 
the opportunity was loft, or the general defeated. 

Honours and military rewards were lavilhed in 
tire moft inconftderate manner, under the miniftry 
of Chamillard. Permiffion was given to too many 
young men to purchafe regiments, and even to fome 
who had fcarcely paft their child-hood; whilft, 
among the enemy, a regiment was the reward 
of twenty years fervice. This difference was 
afterwards very fenfibly felt, on feveral occaftons, 
where an experienced colonel might have pre- 
vented a defeat. In the year 1693. the king firft 
created knights of St. Lewis v an order which he 
inftituted on purpofe to raife an emulation in his 
officers, and as an honourable reward for military 
bravery; but the croffes of this order were fold as 
foon as Chamillard began his miniftry: and they 
might be bought at the war-office for fifty crowns. 
Military difcipline, which Is the very foul of an 
army, and which had been fo ftricfly preferved by 
Louvois, was now ffiamefully neglected. The 
proper number of foldiers was not kept up in the 
compares, nor that of the officers in the regi- 
ments. The eafinefs of having an underftanding 
with the commiffaries, and the remiffnefs of the 
ininifter, produced this diforder. The inconvenien- 
cies of which, had other circumftances concurred,, 
muft have occafioned the lofs of battles: for, ii> 
order to have a front of as great extent as that 
of the enemy, they were obliged to oppofe thin 
battaEons to thofe that were numerous. The ma.- 
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gazincs were now neither fufficiently fupplied, nor 
kept in readinefs; and the arms were not properly 
tempered. Thofe perfons, therefore, who faw thefe 
defects in the government, and who knew what ge- 
nerals France would have to encounter, were afraid 
for her, even amidft thofe fir ft advantages, which 
feemed to promife her greater fuccefs than ever. 

The war in 1701. the conduft of prince 

Eugene, of marfhal de Villeroi, the duke 

de Vendome, the duke of Marlborough, 

and marfhal de Villars, to the year 1 703. 

H E firft general who gave a check to the fu- 
periority of France, was a Frenchman; for 

fo we muft reckon prince Eugene, although a grand- 
fon of Charles-Emmanuel duke of Savoy. His father 
the count de Soiftbns, who fettled in France, was a 
lieutenant-general,and governor of Champagne: he 
married Oiimpia-Mancini, one of cardinal Mazarin’s 
nieces. From this marriage, in other refpedfts un- 
fortunate, was born at Paris (a) this prince, fo fa- 
tal afterwards to Lewis XIV. and fo little known 
to him in his youth. He was at firft ftiled in France 
the chevalier de Carignan. He follicited the king for 
a fingle troop of horfe; but he met with a refufal, 
becaufe he happened to be fo nearly related to the 
princes of Conti, then in difgrace at court. He then 
entered into holy orders, and aflumed the title of 
abbot of Savoy: he petitioned for an abbey, and 

CHAPTER XVII. 
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this was alfo denied him. In fnort, finding that 
Lewis XIV. would neither promote him in the 
church nor in the army, he went to ferve the emperor 
againft the Turks in Hungary, in the year 1684. 
in company with the princes of Conti, who had al- 
ready made a glorious campaign in that fervice. 
'The king fent orders to the princes of Conti, and 
thole who accompanied them in this expedition, that 
they Ihould return. The abbot of Savoy was the 
only perfon who did not obey: he continued his 
route, declaring that he renounced France for ever. 
When the king was informed of this, he faid to his 
courtiers, finding, “ Do not you think I fulfer a 
“ great lofs ?” All the courtiers, indeed, looked 
upon him as one of an unfettled mind, and who 
would never be capable of any great undertaking. 
But they framed their judgment on fome fallies of 
youth, which ought never to fix our opinions of 
men. This prince, though held in fuch contempt at 
the French court, was born with the qualities requi- 
fite to make a great warrior, and an able ftatefman. 
His underftanding was clear and elevated, and his 
refolution fuch as was necelfary in the field, and the 
cabinet. He has committed miftake?, as all generals 
have done; but his overfights were eifaced by the 
number of his great actions. He humbled the 
grandeur of Lewis XIV. and governed the Em- 
pire : and, in the whole courfe of his victories, and 
adminiftratioo, he (hewed an equal contempt of 
pride and riches. He even cultivated letters, and 
encouraged them as much as he could, at the court 
of Vienna. He was now in the thirty-feventh year 
of his age; having derived great experience from 
his victories over the Turks, and tire mifiakes of the 
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Imperialifts in the late wars, wherein he had ferved 
againft France. He made a defcent upon Italy by 
the bilhopric of Trent, and the territories of Ve- 
nice, at the head of thirty thoufand men; having 
a full power to purfue what meafures he thought 
proper. The French court, at firft, ordered marihal 
Catinat not to oppofe the paiTage of prince Eugene; 
either not drooling to offer the firft aft of hoftility, 
which was certainly bad policy, when they had an 
army in readinefs; or to avoid giving oftence to 
the Venetians, who were, however, not fo much to 
be feared as the German army. This falfe ftep of 
tire court made Catinat run into many others; for a 
general feldom fucceeds, when obliged to follow a 
plan not his own. Befides, it muft be allowed ex- 
tremely difficult, in fuch a country, divided by fo 
many rivers, and branches of rivers, to hinder the 
paftage of a fldlful enemy, fuch as prince Eugene 
was; who, to a profound depth of defign, joined like- 
wife a furprifing quicknefs and aftivity in execution. 
The nature of tire ground too, adjacent to the banks 
of the Adige, was fuch, that the imperialifts were 
confined, whilft the French were fcattered, and more 
extended. Catinat was for palling over to the ene- 
my; but his lieutenant-generals ftarted difficulties, 
and formed cabals againft him: he had not refolu- 
tion enough to force them to a compliance with his 
orders; and this omilfion, ariling from the modera- 
tion of his temper, proved a fatal mifeonduft. 
Eugene firft attacked the poft of Carpi, near the 
canal Blanc, defended by St. Fremont; who, not 
conforming exaftly to the orders of his general, was 
defeated. After this fuccefs, the Germans became 
mafters of all the country betwixt the Adige and 
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Adda; they even penetrated into the territory of 
Brefciano, and Catinat retired behind the Oglio. 
Mod of the bed officers approved of this retreat as 
extremely prudent; nay, we mud likewife add, that 
the want of ammunition, which the government had 
promifed but neglected to fend, rendered it abfo- 
lutely neceflary. The courtiers, efpecially thole 
who hoped to fupplant Catinat in his command, 
exclaimed againd his conduct, as a reproach to the 
French name. The marihal de Villeroi undertook 
to retrieve the honour of the nation. The confi- 
dence with which he fpoke, and the affcftion the 
king had for him, accordingly procured this general 
the command in Italy; and the marfhal de Catinat, 
notwithdanding his viftories at Staffarda and Mar- 
fcilles, was obliged to ferve under him. 

The mardial duke de Villeroi was fon to the king’s 
preceptor; and, having been brought up with him, 
was always highly in his favour. He had been a 
companion to him in all his campaigns, as well as 
pleafures. He was a man of an agreeable and 
charming perfon, couragious, honourable, friendly, 
fociable, and magnificent in every thing: but his 
enemies faid, that at the head of an army, he was 
more taken up with the honour and pleafure of 
commanding, than bufied in the defigns of a great 
general. They likewife reproached him with fuch 
an obdinate attachment to his own opinions, that he 
never followed the advice of any other perfon. 

He came into Italy to give orders to marlbal de 
Catinat, and to add to the difgud of the duke of 
Savoy. His behaviour ffiewed, that he thought a 
favourite of Lewis XIV. at the head of a powerful 
army greatly above a prince. He called him only 
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Savoy; treating him as a general in the pay of 
France, and not as a fovereign who was lord of the 
barriers which nature had fixed betwixt France and 
Italy. The friendihip of this prince was certainly 
not fo regarded, as feemed neceffary. The court 
imagined, that fear alone would be a fufticient tie 
to keep him in her intereft; and that a French 
army, by which about fix or feven thoufand Pie- 
montefe troops were continually furrounded, would 
warrant his fidelity. Marfhal Villeroi behaved to 
him as his fuperior in command, and his equal in 
other refpefts. The duke of Savoy had the empty 
title of generaliffimo, and the marfhal had the foie 
authority. His firft order w7as, that they fhould 
attack prince Eugene, polled at Chiari near Oglio. 
The general offeers were of opinion, that fnch a 
flop would be contrary to all the rules of wrar, for 
very flrong reafons: the port wras in itfelf of no 
confequence, and the intrenchments inacceffible; 
fo that they could gain nothing by carrying it, and, 
if they failed, would lofe the reputation of the cam- 
paign. Yilleroi peremptorily told the duke of Sa- 
voy, he muff march; and he fent an aid-de-camp, 
in his name, to order marfhal Catinat on the at- 
tack. Catinat made him repeat the order thrice; 
and then turning to the officers under his command, 
“ Come then, gentlemen,” faid he, “ we mutt 
“ obey.” They accordingly marched up to the 
intrenchments (£). The duke of Savoy behaved, at 
the head of his troops, not like a man diifatisfied 
with France; Catinat fought as if he fought for 
death: he wras wounded, and, in this condition, 
when he law the king's troops repulfcd, and \ ille- 
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roi not giving orders, he made a retreat. After 
this he left the army, and came to Verfailles, to 
give an account of his condudt to the king, with- 
out complaining of any perfon. 

Prince Eugene always kept the fuperiority over 
maribal Villeroi. Atlaft,in themidft of winter, in the 
year 1702. one night, when the mar dial was afleep, 
in the utmoft fecurity, in Cremona, a town of great 
flrength, and defended by a numerous garifon, he 
was fuddenly awaked by the nolle of feveral vollies 
of mulquet-lhot: he rofe in the utmoft hurry, and 
mounted his horfe. The firft thing that prefents 
itfelf to him, is a fquadron of the enemy: he is 
inftantly taken prifoner, and conduced out of the 
town not knowing what palled there, nor being 
able to imagine the caufe of this furprifmg event. 
Prince Eugene was already in Cremona. A prieft, 
named Bozzoli, provoft of St. Maria Ncuf, had 
let in the Germans by an aqueduct: four hun- 
dred foldiers, having by this means been conveyed 
into the prieft’s houfe, had killed the guards at the 
two gates; and thefe being opened, prince Eugene 
entered with four thoufand men. All this had been 
done, before the governor, who was a Spaniard, 
could have the leaft fufpicion, and before Villeroi 
awaked. The preparations for this enterprize had 
been carried on with the utmoft fecrecy, order, di- 
ligence, and precaution. The Spanilh governor 
firfl appeared in the ftreets, with fome foldiers; but 
was killed by a mufquet-fhot; and all the general 
officers lhared the fame fate, or were taken p: Ton- 
ers, except count de Revel, the lieutenant-general, 
and the marquis de Pralin. Chance, however, de- 
feated all the prudence of prince Eugene. 
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The chevalier d’Entragues was that fame day to 
have a review, in the town, of a regiment of marines, 
of which he was colonel: they had accordingly af- 
fembled by four of the clock in the morning, at one 
end of the town, precifely at the time when prince 
Eugene entered at the other. D’Entragues hurried 
into the flreets with his men, and furioully attacked 
the Germans. By this means, the reft of the garifon 
had fome time to come together. The officers and 
foldiers thronged into the ftreets, and public places, 
in the utmoft confulton; fome half-armed, and others 
half naked, without a commander, and without order. 
They fought in the greateft diffraction, running from 
ftreet to ftreet and from one fquare to another. Two 
Iriih regiments, part of the garifon, at laft put a flop 
to the fury of the Imperialifts. Never was any town 
furprifed with greater art and ftratagem, nor any de- 
fended with fo much valour. The garifon conlifted 
of five thoufand men: prince Eugene had yet 
brought into the town but four thoufand; a confi- 
derable detachment of his army was to have come 
by a bridge over the Po. His meafures had been 
concerted with great prudence^, but another mil- 
chance intirely defeated them. This bridge, guarded 
only by about an hundred French foldiers, was to 
have been firft feized by the German cuirafliers, 
who, as foon as prince Eugene entered the towm, 
were accordingly ordered to go to make themfelves 
mafters of it. For this purpofe, as they had come 
in at the fouth-gate, neareft the aqueduft, they mu ft 
now go out by the north-fide, through the Po-gate, 
to the field of Cremona, and run ftraightway to the 
bridge. They accordingly went thither; but the 
guide, who conducted them, happening to be kill- 
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ed by a mufquet-fhot from a window, the cuiraf- 
fiers miftook one ftreet for another; ‘and thus the 
way was made longer. In this fhort interval, the 
Irifh, having rulhed to the Po-gate, furioufly at- 
tacked and repulfed the cuirafliers. The marquis de 
Pralin feized this opportunity, and ordered the bridge 
to be cut down. Thus the reinforcement, which 
the enemy expefted, could not advance, and the 
towm was faved. 

Prince Eugene, after having fought the whole 
day, and having been always mailer of the gate he 
had entered, at laft retreated ; carrying with him 
marlhal Villeroi, and feveral general officers, prifon- 
ers; but failed in carrying Cremona, which his own 
activity and prudence, joined to the negligence of 
the governor, had put into his hands, and which 
fortune, and the bravery of the French and Irilh, 
had taken from him. 

Marlhal Villeroi, who was extremely unfortu- 
nate on this occafion, was exclaimed againft by 
the courtiers at Verfailles with great bitternefs; 
which is not to be wondered at, confidering his 
character, his high flation, and the ffiare he had 
always had of the royal favour. The king, who 
blamed, but did not reproach him, was highly pro- 
voked that every one fo much condemned his 
choice; and on this occafion, this faying efcaped him, 
“ They are thus outrageous again!! him, becaufe 
“ he is my favouritean expreffion he never ufed 
towards any perfon, but this once, during his whole 
life. The duke de Vendome was now named to 
the command in Italy. 

The duke de Vendome, grandfon of Kenry IV. 
V 0 l. I. B b 
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was, like him, bold and intrepid, affable in his 
temper, benevolent in his difpofition, without pride, 
hatred, envy, or revenge. His behaviour was 
haughty only to princes, but eafy and condefcending 
to every body elfe. He was the only general, under 
whom the foldiers did not go to battle from a notion 
of duty, or prompted by that animal inftindf, and 
mechanical enthufiafm, which leads them on to obey 

the commands of their officers: they fought for 
the duke of Yendome, and would have facrificed 
their lives to retrieve any falfe ftep, which he was 
fometimes led into by the precipitancy of his tem- 
per. He was thought not to concert his defigns 
with fo much depth as prince Eugene; nor did he 
fo well underhand the art of providing fubfiftence 
for armies. He neglefted all oeconomy, and allowed 
the military discipline to relax. His table and bed en- 
groffed too much of his time; which was likewife the 
cafe of his brother. His effeminacy often brought 
him into danger of being furprifed; but, on the. 
day of aftion, he retrieved all by a prefence of 
mind, and quicknefs of parts, which feemed to rife 
in proportion to the danger. He always diftin- 
guilhed himfelf moft in action; and this he always 
fought for; being, as was faid, not fo well qualified 
as prince Eugene for a defensive war, but, in eveiy 
refpeft, as well formed for an offenfive one. 

His diforder and negligence was not confined to 
the army; for it prevailed to a furprifmg excefs in 
his houfe; nay, even in his perfon; and, from an 
aversion to pride and oftentation, he ran. into Such 

a cynical flovenlinefs as can hardly be paralleled. His 
difintereSlednpfs, one of the moft noble virtues, be- 

came in him a fault 5 for he kept no account of his 
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affairs; and, by this want of order, loft more than 
he had ever beftowed on acts of liberality : nay, by 
this means, he was often even pinched for common 
neceifaries. His brother, the grand prior, who ferv- 
ed under him in Italy, had all the fame imperfections 
even to a greater excefs, and for which he made 
amends by the fame valour. It was certainly aiio- 
niiuing to fee two generals often abed at four of the 
clock in the afternoon ; and two princes grandfons 
of Henry IV. funk into fuch a negled't of their per- 
fons, as even the meaneft people would have been 
afhamed-of. 

But what is more furprifing ftill, is that mixture 
of activity and indolence, with w hich Vendome car- 
ried on a w ar againft Eugene, fo full of ftratagems, 
furprizes, marches, paffages of rivers, .dangerous, 
though unferviceable fkirmifhes, and bloody engage- 
ments, where both lides claimed the victory: fuch 
was that of Luzara (c); upon the account of which 
Te Deum was fung at Vienna as wrell as Paris. Ven- 
dome generally came off victorious when he had not 
to do with Eugene in perfon ; but when Eugene him- 
felf commanded, then France had tittlereafon toboaft. 

Amidft thefe battles, and fieges of fo many caftles, 
and little towns y, the court of Verfaiiles received 
fecret intelligence, that the duke of Savoy, grandfon 
to a fifter of Lewis XIII. and father-in-law to the 
duke of Burgundy, and Philip V. had quitted the 
Bourbon intereft, and was gone over to that of the 
emperor. They were aftonilhcd, and enraged, at his 
thus forfaking at once his two fons-in-lawy and, as 
they imagined, his own intereft. But the emperor 

(c) Auguft ij. 1701. (</) January 1703. 
B b 2 
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promifed all his fons-in-law had refufed him; Mont- 
f’errat, Mantua, Alexandria, Valencia, the country 
betwixt the Po and Tenaro,and more money alfo than 
France had allowed him. This money, however, was 
to be furnifbed by the Englilh; for the emperor 
could not pay his own army but with great difficulty. 
England, the richeft of the allies, contributed more 
than all of them to the public caufe. Whether the 
duke of Savoy, by this Pep, violated the laws of na- 
tions, and thofe of nature, is a quePion in morality, 
which has but little ePeft on the conduit of princes. 
The event Prewed, in the end, that, in this treaty, 
he had at leaP not failed in the laws of policy: but 
he failed in another ePential point, in leaving his 
troops to the mercy of the French, while he wras 
in treaty with the emperor. The duke de Vendome 
ordered them to be difarmed (e): they were not, 
indeed, above Pve thoufand men; but this was no 
tnconfiderable number for the duke of Savoy. 

Scarce had the houfe of Bourbon loP this ally, 
when Pic was informed, that the king of Portugal 
had likewife declared againP her. Don Pedro, the 
Portuguefe monarch, acknowleged the archduke 
(diaries king of Spain. The Imperial council in 
the name of the archduke, who had not one town 
in Spain, divided this monarchy in favour of Pedro 
II. giving up to him, by one of thofe treaties which 
were never put into execution, Vigo, Bayonne, Al- 
cantara, Badajox, part of EPramadura, and all that 
country fituated on the weP of the Silver river in 
America: in a word, Charles gave away what he 
had not, in order that he might acquire what he 
could in Spain. 

(ej Augufl 19. 1703* 
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The king of Portugal, prince Darmfladt minifter 
to the archduke, and the great admiral of Cadi lie, his 
partifan, even follicited the a.Tiftance of the emperor 
of Morocco. They not only made treaties with 
thefe barbarians for horfes and corn, but like wife 
petitioned for troops. Muley Ifmael, emperor of 
Morocco, the mod: warlike and politic potentate 
then amongd the Mahometan nations, would not 
confent to fend troops, but upon terms that would 
have been dangerous to Chridendom, and Ihameful 
to the king of Portugal. He demanded this mon- 
arch’s fon as an hodage, and certain towns alfo. 
That treaty, therefore, did not take effeft; and the 
Chridians tore one another to pieces with their own 
hands, without the help of thofe barbarians. Such 
fuccours from Africa would have availed but little 
to the houfe of Audria, in comparifon of that Ihe 
received from England and Holland. 

Churchill, earl, and afterwards duke, of Marlbo- 
rough, who was declared general of the Dutch 
and Englifh forces in 1702. proved the mod fatal' 
man to the grandeur of France, that had appeared 
for many ages. He was not as thofe generals, who^ 
receive from the minidry a plan of the campaign in 
writing, and who, after having executed their or- 
ders at the head of an army, return to folicit the 
honour of being continued in their command. He,. 
at that time, governed the queen of England, by 
his being fo necedary a perfon, and by the inlluence 
which his wife had over her majedy. He inrirely 
led the parliament by his own power and intered, 
joined to that of Godolphin, the lord treafurer,, 
vhofe fon was married to his daughter.. Thus, 

B b 3 
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matter of the court, the parliament, and the ex- 
chequer, more a king than W illiam had been, as 
great a politician, and a much greater captain, he 
did more than the allies could expettt. He had, 
to a degree above all the generals of his time, 
that calm courage in the midft of tumult, that 
ferenity of foul in danger, which the Englifh call 
a cool head. And it was perhaps this quality, the 
greateft gift of nature for command, which for- 
merly gave the Englilh fo many advantages over 
the French in the plains of Poitiers, Crelfy, and 
Agincourt. 

Marlborough, who was an indefatigable warrior 
during the campaign, in winter affed the part of an 
able negotiator. He went to the Hague, and all 
the courts in Germany. Fie perfuaded the Dutch 
to exert their utmoft to humble France. Fie 
roufed the refentment of the eleftor Palatine. He 
went likewife to Hatter the haughty eleftor of 
Brandenbourg, when this prince wanted to be 
king: he ferved him at table, in order to procure 
of him a fupply of feven or eight thoufand men. 
Prince Eugene, on his part, no fooner finilhed one 
campaign than he went directly for Vienna, to make 
preparations for another: and it cannot but appear 
evident, how much better an army mutt fublltt, 
when the general himfelf a£ls as the minitter. 
Thefe two great men, who fometimes jointly com- 
manded, and fometimes feparately, lived always in 
a good underftanding: they had frequent confer- 
ences at the Hague with the grand penfionary 
Heinfius, the minitter who governed Holland in 
conjunction with fecretary Fagel, with as much fa- 
gacity as the Barnevelts and de Witts, and with 
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better fortune. Thefe three ftatefmen fo concerted 
meafures, that they put the fprings of half Europe 
in motion, againft the houfe of Bourbon. The 
French miniftry was then too weak to refill long 
fuch united force. They always kept the plan of 
the operations of the campaign a profound fecret. 
They themlllves concerted their defigns, and never 
communicated them even to tbofe whole afliflance 
was neceifary, till on the point of execution. Cha- 
millard, on the contrary, being no politician, no 
warrior, nor even well verfed in the public revenues, 
was greatly unequal to the part of a prime mini- 
fter. His own incapacity to concert meafures, 
made him therefore have recourfe to the affiftance 
of many inferior perfons; fo that, by this means, 
his fecrets often tranfpired even before he had fully 
determined what particular courfe to take. 

As foon as Marlborough commanded the allied 
army in Flanders, he made it appear, that he had 
learned the art of war from Turenne, under whom 
he had ferved his firft campaign as a volunteer. 
He went, in the French army, by no other name 
but that of the handfome Ettglijhman : but the vif- 
count de Turenne had judged, that the handfome 
Englijhman would one day come forth a very great 
man. He began his command with advancmg 
from obfeurity fubaltern officers, in whom he dif- 
cerned merit, without confining himfelf to the order 
of the military roll, which w'C call in France l'or dre 
du tableau. He knew, that when Heps of advance- 
ment are only the confequence of feniority, emula- 
tion is extinguilhed; and that the oldefl: is far from 
being always the beft officer. He formed men at 
once. When he came into the field, he gained 
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ground confiderably on the French, even without 
fighting. The firll month of the campaign, count 
d’Atlone, the Dutch general, difputed the com- 
mand; but, on the fecond (f), was obliged to yield 
to him in every refpeft. The French monarch had 
fent againft him his grandfon the duke of Bur- 
gundy, a wife and juft prince, born to make 
men happy. The marft.al de Bouflers, a brave 
a: d indefatigable general, commanded under this 
young prince. But the duke, after having in 
vain attempted to take feveral places, and having 
been forced to retreat by the excellent marches of 
the Englith, returned to Verfailles in the middle 
of the campaign. Bonders now remained alone a 
fpefhator of the fuccefs of Marlborough, who took 
Venlo, Ruremonde, and Liege, always advancing, 
and never for a moment quitting his fuperiority. 

Marlborough, at his return to London after this 
campaign, received all the honours that could be 
conferred either by a monarchy or republic; he 
was created a duke by the queen, and, which was 
ftill more grateful, received the thanks of both 
houfes of parliament, who fent a deputation of 
their number to wait upon him at his houfe for 
that purpofe. 

Nevcrthelefs there ftill appeared a man who feemed 
defigned to be a bulwark to the glory of France. 
This was marlhal duke de Yillars, then only a lieu- 
tenant-general, but afterwards generalillimo of the 
armies of France, Spain, and Sardinia, when in the 
eighty-fecond year of his age: he was refolute and 
bold, and raifed himfelf by an obftinacy which he 
always fliewed in afling beyond his commiilion. 

(f) 170*. 



LEWIS XIV. Ch. i 7. 287 

He fometimes difpleafed Lewis, and, which was 
more dangerous, Louvois; for he fpoke to them 
with the fame boldnefs as he ferved. They reproach- 
ed him, that he had not a modefly becoming bis 
valour. But, however, perceiving he had a genius 
for war, and was formed for conducting a French 
army, after having negleCted him a confiderable 
number of years, they now promoted him in a 
Ihort time. 

There was hardly any man whofe fortune occa- 
lioned more jealoufy, and yet no one ever gave lefs 
occafion for it. He had, indeed, been created a 
marlhal of France, a duke and peer of the realm, 
and governor of Provence: but then he had faved 
the Hate; while others, who had almolt ruined it, 
or thofe who had been only mere courtiers, had re- 
ceived very near the fame recompences. They even 
reproached him with his riches, which he had ac- 
quired by contributions levied in the enemy’s coun- 
try, the lawful, though inadequate reward of his 
valour and good conduft; whilft thofe, who had 
amalfed fortunes ten times more confiderable by the 
moll: fcandalous practices, poHelled them with uni- 
verfal approbation. He had not begun to enjoy 
his reputation before his eightieth year ; and he was 
forced to outlive the whole court, to tafle the full 
fweets of his glory. 

It may not be unnecelfary to give the reafon of 
this injuftice in the public. It was becaufe the 
marlbal de Villars had no art: he knew not how to 
gain friends v ith his good fenfe and honeity; nor to 
acquire eflcem by fpeaking of himfelf fo advanta- 
geoufiy as he deferved to be fpoken of by others. 

One day, when he went to pay his refpects to the 
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king, before he fet out for his command, he told 
him, before all the court: “ Sir, I am going to fight 
“ your majefty’s enemies; and I leave you furround- 
“ ed with mine.” He faid to the courtiers, who, in 
the regency of the duke of Orleans, had amafied 
riches by that confufion which was called the fylfem: 
“ As for me, I have never gained any thing but from 
“ our enemies.” Thefe expreuions, wherein he Ihew- 
ed the fime courage as in his actions, caft too great 
a contempt on others, who were already fufficiently 
irritated by his good fortune. 

At the beginning of this war, he was one of thole 
lieutenant-generals who commanded the detach- 
ments in Alface. The prince of Baden was at the 
head of the Imperialifis, and had taken Landart, 
after a defence of four months by Melac. This 
prince continued his progrefs, having the advantage 
in numbers, in the ground, and in a fuccefiful com- 
mencement of the campaign. His army w'as among 
thofe mountains of Brilgau adjoining to the Black 
Foreft, which immenfe forefl feparated the Bavarian 
from the French troops. Catinat commanded then 
in Strafbourg; but he was too cautious to attack the 
prince of Baden at fuch great difadvantage: for, had 
he proved unfuecefsful, the French army would have 
been irrecoverably loft, and Alface laid open. Yil- 
lars, who had refolved to be a marshal of France, 
or to die in the attempt, ventured wdiat Catinat had 
not dared to attempt. Having obtained permiffion 
from court, he marched againft the Iraperialifts, 
with an army inferior to theirs, and engaged them 
near Friedlingen, which gave name to the battle. 

The cavalry engaged in the plain; and the French 
infantry, after having clambered up to the fummit 
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of the mountains, attacked that of the Germans, 
intrenched in the woods. 

I have heard the marihal de Viliars fay more than 
once, that, after the battle was gained, as he was 
matching at the head of his infantry, a voice called 
out, “ We are undone.” Upon hearing this, all 
his regiments fled. He ran after them, callirg 
out, “ Come back, my friends; the victory is 
“ ours: “ Long live the 1 ing.” The foldiers an- 
fwered, “ Long live the king,” trembling; and 
flill continued to fly. The greateft difficulty which 
the general had, was to rail}'' the conquerors. Had 
only two of the enemy’s regiments appeared during 
tills panic, the French would have been defeated: 
fo often does mere chance decide the fate of battles. 

The prince of Baden loft three thoufand men, 
with all his artillery; and, after being driven from 
the field, was purfued fix miles acrofs the woods and 
defiles. As a farther proof of his defeat, the fort 
of Friedlingen capitulated; yet, notwithftanding all 
this, he lent word to Vienna, that he had gained a 
viefory; and a Te Deum was fung, more ftiameful 
to him than the defeat he had fuffered. 

The French foldiers, as foon as they had reco- 
vered from their panic, proclaimed Viliars a mar- 
fhal of France in the field of battle; and, about a 
fortnight after, the king confirmed what had been 
given him by the voice of the foldiers. 

Marflial Viliars, with his victorious troops, at 
laft joined the elector of Bavaria (g); whom he found 
victorious on his fide, having gained ground of the 
enemy, and being mafter of the Imperial city of 

(g) Ajril 1703- 
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Ratifbon, where the diet of the Empire had been 
laying fchemes for his deftruftion. 

Villars was rather formed to ferve his country by 
following his genius, than by acting, in concert with 
a prince. He led, or rather forced, the eleftor on 
the other fide of the Danube: but, after they had 
palled the river, the elector repented it; perceiving, 
that the leaft misfortune would expole his dominions 
to the emperor’s mercy. The count de Styrum, at 
the head of twenty thoufand men, was then going to 
join the formidable army of the prince of Baden, near 
Donawert. “ We mufl prevent this,” faid Yillars 
to the prince; “ we rnufl march inftantly, and at- 
“ tack Styrum.” The eleftor hefitated, and an- 
fwered, that he would confer with his generals and 
minifters. “ I am your minifter and general,” re- 
plied Villars: “ do you want any other counfel than 
“ mine, when the queflion is about giving battle ?” 
The prince, being full of apprehenfions for his 
dominions, was Bill averfe to the French general’s 
propofal, and not a little difpleafed with him. 
“ Well then,” faid Yillars, “ if your electoral 
“ highnefs will not feize this opportunity with your 
« Bavarians, I will engage with the French;” and 
accordingly he immediately gave orders for the 
attack. The eleclor, though he was moved with 
indignation*, and looked upon Yillars as extremely 
ralh, yet found himfelf under a kind of neceflity to 

* All thefe particulars are in the manufeript copy of Me- 
moirs. written by marlhal Yillars, which I have read. The firft 
printed volume of thefe Memoirs is certainly his own; but the 
two others are by fome other hand; and are not like the firft. 
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fight again A: his inclination. They engaged in the 
plains of Hochftet, near Donawert (h). 

After the firA charge, there was a remarkable in- 
fiance of the power of fortune in battles. The 
French army, and that of the enemy, were both 
feized with a panic; both at once betook themfelves 
to flight, and marlhal Yillars was left almofi alone 
for fome minutes in the field of battle: he, never- 
thelefs, rallied his troops, led them again to the 
charge, and gained the vittory. Three thoufand of 
the Imperialifis were killed, four thoufand were 
taken prifoners, and they lofi all their artillery 
and baggage. The elector got polleflion of Au- 
fbourg; and the road of Vienna being now laid 
open, it was debated in the emperor’s council, whe- 
ther he Ihould quit his capital. 

The emperor’s confiernation was exeufable; for 
he was then every-where worfied. The duke of 
Burgundy (*), with the marlhals Tallard and Vau- 
ban under him, had made himfelf mafier of old 
Brifac. Tallard had not only retaken Landau, but 
had likewife defeated the prince of HeiTe, (^) after- 
wards king of Sweden, near Spires, when he came 
to relieve that city. If we may believe the marquis 
de Feuquieres, that officer and judge fo well flailed 
in the military art, but fo fevere in his opinions, 
marffial Tallard gained this battle by a miflake and 
overfight. In his letter from the field of battle to 
his majefiy, he had thefe words: “ Sir, your army 

“ has taken more Aandards and colours than it has 
u loA common foldiers.” 

France having thus been fuccefsful in Germany^ 

' (/;) Sej-t. 10. 1703. (f) Sept. 6. (i) Nov. 14 1703. 
Vo L. II. C c 
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it might be fuppofed Yillars would pufh die fuccefs 
much farther, confidering the impetuofity of his 
temper, fo formed to dilconcert the flownefs of 
the Germans: but that particular quality, which 
made him fo formidable a general, rendered him 
intolerable to the eleftor of Bavaria. The king de- 
ll red his generals fliould behave haughtily to none 
but an enemy; and the eleftor of Bavaria was fo 
unfortunate as to demand another mardial of France. 

Thus, notwithftanding Villars was fo neceifary 
a man in Germany; where he had gained two 
battles, and in all probability, would have over- 
powered the emperor; yet he was fent into the 
Cevennes, to quell an infurrettion amongft the 
country-people. We lhall fpeak of thefe fanatics 
in the chapter upon religion. But Lewis XIV. had 
other enemies more terrible, more fuccefsful, and 
more irreconcileable, than the inhabitants of the 
Cevennes. 

The defeat at Blenheim, or Hochflet; and 

f HE duke of Marlborough returned to the 
Netherlands in the beginning of the year 

j 70 3. where his conduct and fuccefs were equally 
great. He had taken Bonne, the refidence of the 
elector of Cologne; thence he proceeded to Huy, 
which he took, as alfo Limbourg; and made him- 
fejf mailer of all the circle of the lower Rhine. The 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

its confequences. 
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marfhal de Villeroi, as foon as he was fet at liberty, 
commanded in Flanders; but he was not more 
fortunate againft Marlborough, than he had been 
againil prince Eugene. The marfhal de Bouflers 
had, indeed, got a fmail advantage, with a detach- 
ment of the army, at the battle of Eckern, againft 
Obdam the Dutch general; but a victory attended 
with no advantage afterwards is of no value. 

Mean while, if the Englifh general had not marched 
to the afliltance of the emperor, it is probable the 
houfe of Auftria would have been intirely ruined. 
The elcTor of Bavaria was mafter of PafTau: thirty 
thoufand French under marlhal de Marlin, who had 
fucceeded Villars, covered the country on the other 
fide of the Danube; and parties made frequent in- 
curlions into Auftria. Vienna was, on one fide, 
threatened by the French and Bavarians, and, on the 
other, by prince Ragotlki, at the head of the Hun- 
garians, fighting for their liberty, and fupported by 
the treafure of France, as well as Turkey. About 
this time, prince Eugene now haftened out of Italy 
to command the army in Germany; and he met the 
duke of Marlborough at Heilbron. The Englilh 
general, being left intirely to his own judgment by 
his queen, as well as the Dutch, marched with 
fuccour into the heart of the Empire. He, at firft, 
carried with him ten thoufand Englifn infantry, 
and twenty-three fquadrons of horfe. He haftened 
his march, and arrived upon the banks of the Da- 
nube, near Donawert, oppofite to the elc£tor of 
Bavaria’s lines, wherein about eight thoufand French, 
and as many Bavarians, intrenched, guarded the 
country they had conquered. After a conteft of 

C c z 
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two hours, Marlborough forced his way, at the 
head of three Englilh battalions, and defeated the 
French and Bavarians. It is faid, that he killed fix 
thoufand of the enemy, and loft near that number 
himfelf (a): but the number of the dead is but of 
little confequence to a general, provided he gains 
his point. Marlborough took Donawert, palfed the 
.Danube, and laid all Bavaria under contribution. 

Marlhal de Villeroi, who attempted to follow the 
Englifh general when he began his march, prefently 
loft fight of him; and did not learn where he was, 
till he heard of the victory at Donawert. Marlhal 
Tallard, at the head of thirty thoufand men, march- 
ed another way to oppofe Marlborough, and joined 
the elector. 

About the fame time, prince Eugene arrived, 
and joined Marlborough. The two armies at laft 
met near Donawert, and almoft in the fame plains 
where marlhal Villars had gained a victory the year 
before. This general, who was then in the Cevennes, 
having received a letter from Tallard’s army, dated 
the night before the battle, wherein the fituation of 
the two armies was delcribed, and the manner in 
which Tallard intended to engage ; Yillars wrote to 
the prefident de Maifons, his brother-in-law, that 
if marlhal Tallard gave battle in that polition, he 
would certainly be defeated. This letter was Ihewn 
to Lewis XIV. 

The French army, including the Bavarians, con- 
fifted of eighty-twro battalions, and an hundred and 
fixty fquadrons, which amounted to almoft lixty 
thoufand men; for the companies were not com- 
plete. The enemy had fixty-four battalions and aa 

(aj July i. 1704. 
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hundred and fifty-two fquadrons; but we may rec- 
kon them only fifty-two thoufand ftrong; for ar- 
mies are generally given out to be more numerous 
than they really are. This bloody and decilive 
battle merits a particular attention. The French 
generals have been cenfured for many blunders; 
the principal of which was, the bringing their army 
under a neceffity of fighting, inffead of fuffering 
the enemy to be confumed for want of forage, and 
giving marfhal Villeroi time either to fall upon 
the unguarded Low Countries, or march into Ger- 
many. But, in anfwer to this reproach, we muffc 
confider, that the French being more numerous than 
the confederate army, they had fome reafon to 
expeft the viftory; and, had they obtained this, 
the emperor muft have been dethroned. The mar- 
quis de Feuquieres reckons up twelve capital faults 
committed before and after the battle, by Marfin, 
Tailard, and the elector : the moft palpable was, 
the not placing a ftrong body of infantry in their 
centre, and the feparating their forces into two bo- 
dies. I have often heard marfhal Yillars fay, that 
this difpofition was inexcufable. 

Marfhal Tailard was with the right wing, and 
the elector, with Marfin, commanded the left. Tai- 
lard, in his courage, had all the ardour aud viva- 
city fo peculiar to the French: his genius was 
lively, penetrating, and abounding in expedients 
and refources. He was the perfon who had made 
the partition-treaties: in fhort, he had obtained 
glory and fortune by his capacity and courage, 
i he battle of Spires had gained him immortal ho- 
nour, notwithftanding all the cenfurcs of Feu» 
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quieres; for a viftorious general is never guilty of 
any faults, in the public opinion, in the fame 
manner as one who has been defeated, is always 
luppofed to have atftcd ill, though his conduct has 
been never fo difereet. 

Tallard had one misfortune extremely dangerous 
for a general: he was fo fhort-lighted, that he could 
not diftinguifh objects at the diltance of twenty 
paces. Thofe, who have been well acquainted with 
him, have likewife affured me, that his ardent cou- 
rage, quite contrary to that of Marlborough, was 
apt to be inflamed, in the heat of action, to fuch a 
degree, as to deprive him of the perfect ufe of his 
tmderftanding. This defect proceeded from the 
dry and hot temperature of his blood. It is fuffi- 
ciently known, that all the qualities of our fouls are 
derived from the natural conftitution of our bodies. 

The maribal de Marfin had never before com- 
manded in chief; and, with a great deal of fpirit 
and good underftanding, he was laid to have rather 
the experience of a good officer than a general. 

As for the elector of Bavaria, he was not fo much 
eonfidered as a general, as a courageous prince 
amiable in his behaviour, beloved by his fubjedts, and 
one who had more magnanimity than application. 

The battle beran betwixt twelve and one of the O 
clock. Marlborough, with his Englifh, having paffied 
a rivulet, immediately charged Tallard’s cavalry t 
the marfhal, a little before had paffied over to 
the left wing, to obferve its difpofition. To be 
obliged to engage without their general, was, of 
itfelf, a great dHadvantage to the marlhaPs army. 
The army, commanded by the elector and Marfin, 
Was not yet attacked by prince Eugene. Marlborough 
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had fallen upon the right wing almoft an hour be- 
fore Eugene could advance to the elector on the left. 

When marihal Tallard was told, that Marlbo- 
rough had attacked his wing, he flew to it inftantly, 
and found them in the heat of action: the French 
cavalry were thrice rallied, and as often repulled. 
He went to the village of Blenheim, where he had 
polled twency-feven battalions, and twelve fqua- 
drons. This little feparate army made a continual 
fire on that of Marlborough. From this village, 
where he gave his orders, he flew again to the other 
quarter, where Marlborough, with his horfe and his 
foot between the fquadrons, was driving before him 
the French cavalry. 

M. de Feuquieres is certainly miltaken in faying, 
that marihal Tallard was not there; and that he was 
taken prifoner upon his return from Marfin’s wing 
to his own. All the accounts agree that he was 
prefent; and this he experienced to his colt; for 
there he was wounded, as was likewife his fon mor- 
tally by his fide. All his cavalr y was routed in his 
prefence. The victorious Marlborough, on one fide, 
advanced betwixt the two French armies ; as did his 
general officers on the other fide, betwixt Blenheim 
and Tallard’s army, Itill feparated from the little 
army in the village of Blenheim. 

Marffial Tallard, in this diitrefledfltuation,haflen- 
ed to rally fome fquadrons. The weaknefs of his 
fight made him miltake a fquadron of the enemy 
for a French one; and he was taken prifoner 
by the Heffian troops, then in the pay of Erg- 
land. At this very inftant too, prince Eugene, after 
having been thrice repulfed, at la It gained the ad- 
vantage. Tallard’s army was already completely 
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routed, and put to Eight. The confufion and 
dillraiftion in this whole right wing was fo great, 
that the officers, as well as foldiers, threw them- 
felves into the Danube, without coniidering what 
they did. None of the general officers gave or- 
ders for a retreat; nor did any ore think of 
having, or bringing to aftion, thofe twenty-feveu 
battalions and twelve fquadrons of the bell troops 
of France, fo unluckily cooped up in Blenheim. 
The marihal de Marlin now made a retreat. Count 
de Bourg, afterwards a marlbal of France, faved 
a finall part of the infantry, by retiring through 
the marlhes of Hochftet; but neither he, nor 
Marfin, nor any other, thought of thofe forces re- 
maining in Blenheim, waiting for their orders: they 
amounted to eleven thoufand men, and were all 
veteran troops. There are many inllances of lelfer 
armies, who have defeated others fifty thoufand 
flrong; or who have made glorious retreats: but 
the fituation of the place, where an army is polled, 
decides every thing. The French found it impof- 
fible to get out of the narrow llreets of a village, 
to form themfelves in order of battle, before a 
viftorious enemy, which would inflantly have over- 
powered them by a more extenfive front, by its 
artillery, and even by the cannon of the vanquimed 
army, which they had in their polFellion. Their 
general officer, the marquis de Clerambaut, fon of 
marfhal Clerambaut, haftened to demand orders of 
marffial Tallard: but when he found this general 
was taken prifoner, and faw all flying, he alfo took 
to flight, and ran to drov/n himfelf in the Danube. 

Brigadier Sivieres, who was polled in the village 
at this junciure, made a bold and defperate effort: 
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he called aloud to the officers of the Artois and 
Provence regiments to accompany him: thefe, ac- 
cordingly, with the officers of fome other regi- 
ments, inflantly followed him. They ruihed upon 
the enemy in the fame manner as a filly is made 
from a befieged town; but, after this fally, it was 
neceffary for them again to retire into the village ; 
and immediately after, an officer named Defnon- 
villes, entered the village on horfeback, with the 
earl of Orkney: “ Is this an Englifh prifoner you 
“ bring?” faid the reft of the officers, crouding 
about him. “ No, gentlemen,” he replied, “ I 
“ am the prifoner; and come to tell you, that yon 
“ have no other courfe to take, but to furrendcr 
“ yourfelves prifoners of war; and here is my lord 
“ Orkney, who offers you terms of capitulation.’* 
All thefe veterans exprelfed the utmoft aftonilli- 
ment; the regiment of Navarre tore their colours,, 
and buried them under-ground: but, at laft, being 
obliged to yield to neceffity, they furrendered with- 
out fighting. My lord Orkney has himfelf allured 
me, that they could not do other wife, in fuch a fitu- 
ation. All Europe was aftonilhed, that the beft 
troops of France fhould, in a body,fubmit to fuch an 
ignominy. Their misfortune was imputed to cowar- 
dice; but, fome years after, fourteen thoufand 
Swedes furrendering themfelves prifoners at difere- 
tlon to the Mufcovites in the open field, not a lit- 
tle juftified the French. 

Such was that celebrated battle, known in France 
by the name of Hochftet, of Plentheim in Ger- 
many, and, in England, by that of Blenheim. 
The conquerors loft near five thoufand in the field, 
and had eight thouland wounded; the greateft part 
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in that wing commanded by prince Eugene. The 
French army was almoft intirely deftroyed; of 
fixty thoufand men, who had been fo long victori- 
ous, there remained not more than twenty thoufand. 

About twelve thoufand of the French were killed, 
and about fourteen thoufand made prifoners: all their 
artillery, a vaft number of their ftandards and co- 
lours, their tents and field-equipages, were likewife 
taken by the enemy, together with the general 
of the French army, and twelve hundred officers 
of diffinction. Thofe who had fled, were di- 
fperfed different ways: in lefs than a month, near 
three hundred miles of territory were loft. Ba- 
varia, being now fubjected to the emperor, felt at 
once all the enraged rigour of the Auftrian govern- 
ment, and the rapacious barbarity of a victorious 
foldiery. The elector, in his flight to Bruffels, 
met with his brother the elector of Cologn, who 
was likewife driven from his dominions: they em- 
braced each other, and /bed tears. Amazement 
and confternation now feized the court of Verfailles, 
hitherto accuftomed to profperity. The news of 
the defeat came amidft grand rejoicings for the birth 
of a great grandfon of Lewis XIV. Mobody dared 
to tell the kinu fo cruel a truth. Madame Main- O 
tenon was at laft obliged to take upon her the office 
to inform his majefty, that he was no longer invin- 
cible. It has been faid, and affirmed in moft hifto- 
lies, that the emperor caufed a monument of this 
defeat to be raifed in the plains of Blenheim, with 
an infcription extremely fatirical upon Lewis. But 
fuch a monument never exifted: nor was there 
one an’y-where but in England, which was creeled 
in honour of the duke of Marlborough. The 
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queen and parliament built a fpacious palace in one 
of the fineft parts of the kingdom, which has the 
name of Blenheim. This battle is there repre- 
fented in the pictures, and tapeftry. The thanks 
of both houfes of parliament, with thofe of the 
cities and boroughs, and the acclamations of all 
England, were the firft rewards of his victory. 
The celebrated poem of Mr. Addifon, a more lad- 
ing monument than the palace of Blenheim, is ac- 
counted, by that learned and warlike nation, 
amongft the mod honourable recompenccs bedowed 
on the duke of Marlborough. The emperor cre- 
ated him a prince of the empire, and gave him the 
principality of Mindelheim, which was afterwards 
exchanged for another; but he has never been 
known by this title, the name of Marlborough 
having become the mod illudrious he could have. 

The French army being intirely difperfed, the 
allies had now a free communication betwixt the 
Danube and the Rhine, which they accordingly 
paiTed, and entered Alface. Prince Lewis of Ba- 
den, a general famous for encampments and marches, 
inveded Landau. Jofeph, king of the Romans, 
elded fon of the emperor Leopold, was prefent at 
the fiege. Landau was taken, and likewife Traer- 
bach (6). 

Though three hundred leagues of ground were 
lod, yet the frontiers of France dill remained un- 
diminifhed. Lewis XIV. fupported his grandfon in 
Spain, and was victorious in Italy. Great edbrts 
were necedary to be made in Germany, to oppofe 
the victorious Marlborough: and the utmod vigour 
was accordingly exerted. The broken remains of 

(bj November ij. and ^3, 
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the army were reaflembled, the garifons were 
drained, and the militia ordered to take the field. 
The minifter borrowed money from all hands. An 
army was at lafi: muftered up, and marfhal Villars 
was recalled from the remotefl: part of the Ceven- 
nes, to take upon him the command. Upon his 
arrival, he found himfelf near Treves, with an in- 
ferior force, oppofite to the Englifh general. Both 
were equally defirous to come to an engagement; 
but the prince of Baden not coming up in proper 
time to join the Englifh troops, Yillars had at leaft 
the honour to make the duke of Marlborough de- 
camp (c); no inconfiderable thing at that time. The 
duke of Marlborough, who eftcemed marfiial Vil- 
lars fo much as to be defirous of his efteem, wrote 
to him, at decamping, in thefe terms: “ Do me 
“ the juftice to believe, that my retreat is owing 
<c to the prince of Baden; and that my efteem for 
“ you is greater than my anger againft him. 

The French had ftill barriers in Germany. Flan- 
ders, where marfhal de Yillcroi commanded, after 
being delivered from his confinement, was yet un- 
touched. In Spain, Philip V. and the archduke 
Charles, equally expected to enjoy the crown: the 
former built his hopes on the power of his grand- 
father, and the favour of moft of the Spaniards; 
the latter depended upon the affiftance of the Eng- 
lifh, and the party he had in Catalonia and Arra- 
gon. This archduke, afterwards emperor, and 
then fecond fon of the emperor Leopold, having 
nothing but his title, went to London, almoft with- 
out attendants, to implore the aftiftance of queen 
Anne. 

fcj May 1-7oj. 
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Then it was that the power of England fully dif- 
played itfelf. This nation, fo little interefted in the 
quarrel, furniihed the Auftrian prince with two hun- 
dred tranfport-fhips, thirty men of war, joined to 
ten Dutch veffels, nine thoufand troops, and mo- 
ney, to conquer a kingdom. But, notwithftending 
this fuperiority, arifing from power and good offices, 
yet the emperor, in his letter to queen Anne, pre- 
fented by the archduke, did not honour his bene- 
factrefs with the title of majefty: he only gave her 
that of ferene highnefs, according to the Idle of the 
court of Vienna, which cuftom only can juftify. 

The defeats in Spain; at Ramillies and Tu- 

rin; and their confequences. 

N E of the firll exploits of thofe Englifh ' 
troops, was the taking of Gibraltar; which, 

not without reafon, had been accounted impreg- 
nable. The place is rendered fecure from any ap- 
proach, on the land-fide, by a long chain of deep 
inaccefiible rocks. The entrance by fea is impracti- 
cable to large drips. The bay being long, danger- 
ous, and dormy, drips are ^xpofed to tempeds, and 
the cannon of the fortrefs and mole. The citizens 
alone, in this place, might defend it againd a thou- 
fand drips, and an hundred thoufand men. But 
even the drength of Gibraltar proved the caufe of 
its being taken. The garifon confided only of 
an hundred foldiers; and this number w . fuffi- 

V o l. I. D d 
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dent: but they negleftcd a duty' which they 
thought needlefs. The prince of HefTe had landed 
eighteen hundred foldiers on the ifthmus, behind 
the northern fide of the town : the fteepnefs of the 
rock, however, made all attempts fruitlefs from 
that quarter. The fleet made fifteen thoufand dif- 
charges of cannon; but all in vain. The failors, at 
laft, in one of their merry moods, rowed with their 
long-boats under the mole; the artillery of which 
might have blown them to pieces, but not a Angle 
gun was fired. They fealed the mole, and made 
themfelves maflers of it: the foldiers haflened 
after them ; this impregnable place was obliged to 
furrender (a); and, to this day, remains in the pof- 
feflion of the Englifh. Spain, become again a for- 
midable power under the government of the prin- 
cefs of Parma, the fecond queen of Philip V. and 
who has been fo fuccefsful in Africa, as well as Italy, 
with an impotent indignation fiill beholds Gibraltar 
in the hands of a northern nation, whofe fhips, two 
hundred years before, durfl: hardly venture into the 
Mediterranean. 

Immediately after the taking of Gibraltar, the 
Englifh, now maflers of that fea, engaged count 
Touloufe, the French admiral, in light of Ma- 
laga (6). This fight, though not decifive, was the 
final period of the maritime power of Lewis XIV. 
Count Touloufe, his natural fon, and lord high 
admiral of France, had in this engagement, com- 
manded fifty fhips of the line, and twenty-four 
galiies. He retired with honour, and without 
damage. Soon after, the king fent thirteen Ihips 
to attack Gibraltar, whilft marlhal Tefle befieged 

(a) Auguft 4. 1704. Augufl 1704. 
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it by land (c); but this double ralhnefs proved at 
once the ruin of the fleet and army. Part of the 
Ihips were call: away in a Ilorm; part were board- 
ed and taken by the Englifh, after a very brave 
refiftance; and part were burnt on the Spanifh 
coaft. From that day the French no longer made 
a figure with their numerous fleets on the ocean, 
nor in the Mediterranean. The marine now almofl 
funk again to that condition whence Lewis had 
raifed it, in the fame manner, as many other grand 
things, which had their rife and fall during his reign. 

The fame Englifh, who had taken Gibraltar, in 
fix weeks conquered the kingdom of Valencia and 
Catalonia for the archduke Charles. They carried 
Barcelona by a mere chance, which proceeded from 
the rafhnefs of the beiiegcrs. 

The Englifh were at that time commanded by one 
of the molt extraordinary men that country, fo fruit- 
ful in fierce, courageous, and whimfical geniufes, 
ever produced. This was the earl of Peterborough; 
a man in every refpeft refembling thofe imaginary 
heroes, whom the Spaniards have reprefented in 
their romances. At fifteen years of age, he left 
London, to go to the war againfl: the Moors in 
Africa. When he was twenty years old, he began 
the revolution in England, and became the firft man 
of diftinction in Holland, next to the prince of 
Orange: but, left the defign of his voyage fhould 
be fufpected, he embarked for America, and failed 
from thence to the Hague, in a Dutch veflel. He 
more than once gave away all his fortune. He, 
at that time, carried on the war in Spain alrqoft at 

(c) March 17CJ. 
D d 2 
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fcis own expcnce, and maintained the archduke, 
with his whole family. He befieged Barcelona, 
with the prince de % Darmftadt. He propofed to 
him, fword in hand to force the intrenchments, 
which covered fort Mont-joie and the town. This 
fnterprize was accordingly executed with fucccfs; 
but the prince of Darmftadt perifhed in the at- 
tempt. A bomb happening to burft in the fort, 
blew up the magazine of powder: the fort was 
then taken, and the town offered to capitulate. 
The governor came to a parley with Peterbo- 
fough, at the gates of the town. The articles 
■were not yet figned, when, on a fudden, there was 
heard a noife of fronts and huzzas: u Aon betray 
“ us,M faid the governor to Peterborough, “ whilft 
“ we are capitulating with honour and fmcerity: 

behold, your Englifn have entered the town by 
u the ramparts; and are murdering, plundering, 
“ and committing all manner of outrages.” “ You 
“ are miftaken” replied Peterborough;” thefe muft 
“ be the troops of the prince of Darmftadt: there 
“ is only one expedient to fave your town; allow 
“ me to enter inftantly with my Englilh; I will 
“ make all quiet, and then return to the gate to 
“ finilh the capitulation.” He fpoke this with 
an air of greatnefs and fincerity, which, joined to 
a fenfe of the prefent danger, perfuaded the go- 
vernor; and Peterborough was accordingly ad- 
mitted. He haftened, with fome of his officers, 
into the ftreets, where he found the Germans and 
Catalans lacking the houfes of the principal inhabit- 

f In the hiftory of Reboulet, this prince is called the head 
of the fatfious; as if he had been a Spaniard, who had revolt- 
ed agaiuft Philip V. 
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ants. He drove them away, and obliged them to 
quit the booty they were carrying off. He luckily 
refeued the duchefs of Popoli out of the hands of the 
foldiers, by whom (he was on the point of being 
dithonoured; and reflored her to her huiband. In 
Ihort, after having quieted all diihirbances, he re- 
turned to the gate, and finiihed the terms of capi- 
tulation. The Spaniards were amazed at feeing 
fuch greatnefs of foul in the Englilh, whom the 
generality had always looked upon as mercilefs bar- 
barians, becaufe they were heretics. 

To the lofs of Barcelona there was likewife added 
another mortification, by an attempt to retake it, 
which mifearried. Philip V. though he had the 
majority of Spain in his intereft, yet had neither ge- 
nerals nor engineers, and but few foldiers. France 
furnhhed him all. The count de Touloufe re- 
turned, to block up the harbour with twenty-five 
drips, the remains of the French navy. Mardral 
Telle formed the fiege with thirty-one fquadrons, 
and thirty-feven battalions. But as foon as the Eng- 
lish fleet appeared, that of the French flood away, 
and marflial Telfe raifed the fiege in the utmoft pre- 
cipitation. He left, in his camp, a vaft quantity of 
provilions, befides fifteen hundred wounded foldiers, 
who had nothing to trufl to, but the humanity of the 
earl of Peterborough. Thefe lofles w'ere conlider- 
able. It is doubtful whether it had before coil: 
France more to conquer Spain, than it did now to 
fupporther. The grandfon of Lewis, however, always 
maintained his right, by the afledtion of the Cafti- 
lian nation, who perfifted in their choice, and from 
a principle of pride, continued in their fidelity* 

D d 3 
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Things went on fuccefsfully enough in Italy. Lewis 
had fufficient revenge on the duke of Savoy. The 
duke de Vendome had at firft honourably repulfed 
prince Eugene at the battle of CalFano, near the 
Adda: a bloody aftion, and one of thofe undecifive 
battles, for which Te Dt urns are fung on both Tides; 
but which only tend to the deftruftion of man- 
kind, without advancing the intereft of any party. 
After the battle of Caffano, Vendome gained 
a complete victory at Caffinato, in the abfence 
of prince Eugene. The day after the battle, this 
prince arrived, and had the mortification to fee a de- 
tachment of his troops intirely routed. The allies 
were at lafi: obliged to quit the whole country to 
Vendome. There now only remained Turin to be 
taken, which was in veiled; and there appeared not 
the lealf pofiibility of its being fuccoured. To- 
wards Germany, marfhal Yillars drove before him 
the prince of Baden. In Flanders, Yilleroi com- 
manded an army of eighty thoufand men: he 
was defirous to engage Marlborough, and highly 
flattered himfelf he Ihould retrieve the honour he 
had loll in the battle with prince Eugene. His 
too great confidence in himfelf, now proved more 
fatal than ever to France. Marlhal V illeroi had 
encamped his army near the Mehaigne, towards 
the fource of the Ghette. The centre was at Ramil- 
1 es; a village which became as famous as Hochflet. 

Yiileroi had it in his power to avoid a battle; 
and all his general officers advifed him to it: 
but he was hurried away by a pallionate defire of 
glory. The difpofition he made for the engage- 
ment is faid to have been fuch, that every experi- 
enced officer forefaw tire fatal confequences. 1 be 
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new-raifed troops, undifciplined and uncomplete, 
were placed in the centre: he placed the baggage 
betwixt the lines of his army: and polled his left 
wing behind a marlh, as if he intended to prevent 
its advancing to the enemy. 

Marlborough perceived thefe overfights, and ac- 
cordingly difpofed his army fo as to make the 
moll advantage of them. He faw, that the left 
wing of the French army could not attack his 
right; he therefore immediately filed off a con- 
fiderable part of it, in order to advance to Ramil- 
lies with a fuperior number. Mr. de Gaffion, the 
lieutenant-general, feeing this movement of the 
enemy, called aloud to the marlhal: “ You are 
“ undone, if you do not inftantly alter your order 

“ of battle: draw off a detachment from your 
“ left, that you may engage the enemy with an 
“ equal number: make your lines clofer : if you 

“ delay one moment, all will be irretrievable.” 
Many other officers joined in this falutary advice. 
The marfhal, however, did not liften to them. Marl- 
borough began the attack, his enemies being ranged 
in that very order of battle which hehimfelf would 
have chofen to fecure his victory. This is the account 
univerfally given in France of this affair; and hifiory 
is only a relation of the opinions of mankind. But 
may we not likewife affirm, that the confederate 
troops were better difeiplined; and that the confi- 
dence in their commanders, as well as their late 
fucceffes, infpired them with greater courage ? Did 
not feveral of the French regiments fail in their 
duty ? And are they not the firm and unmove- 
able battalions, which determine the fate of king- 
doms ? The French army did not withftand the 



3X0 THE AGE OF Ch. x 9. 

fhock half an hour. They fought almofl: eight 
hours at Hochftetr and killed near eight thoufand 
of the conquerors; but, at this battle of Ramillies, 
they hardly deftroyed two thoufand five hundred of 
the enemy. The allies gained a complete victory: 
the French loft twenty thoufand men, with the 
glory of their nation, and all hopes of retrieving 
it. The confederates had gained all Bavaria and 
Cologn by the battle of Hochftet; and by this of 
Ramillies, they now got into their poffeflion all the 
Spanilh Flanders. The victorious Marlborough en- 
tered Antwerp and Bruflels: he took Oftend, and 
Menin furrendered to him. 

Marfhal Villeroi was in the utmoft defpair: he 
had not courage to write to the king an account of 
the defeat; and remained five days without fending 
any exprefs: at laft, however, he wrote a confirma- 
tion of that news, which had before alarmed the 
court of France. Neverthelefs, when Villeroi again 
appeared before the king, this monarch, inllead of 
reproaching him, only faid, “ Monfieur le Marechal, 
“ one is not happy at our age.” 

The king immediately recalled the duke de Ven- 
dome from Italy, where he feemed no longer ne- 
cefiary, to fend him into Flanders, in order, if 
poflible, to repair the late misfortune. He hoped, 
at leaft, and with an appearance of reafon, that the 
taking of Turin would afford fome confolation for 
fo many Ioffes. Prince Eugene was in fuch a fitua- 
firon, that he could not advance to fuccour that city. 
He was on the other fide of the Adige; and as the 
river on this fide is fortified by a long chain of in- 
trenchments, the paffage feemed therefore impracti- 
cable. This great city was befieged with forty-fix 
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fquadrons, and an hundred battalions. The duke de 
Feuillade, who commanded, was one of tke moll 
fhining and amiable characters in Franco; and, 
though a fon-in-law of the miniller, was greatly in 
the public favour. He was fon to that Marfhal Feuil- 
ade, who erefled a flame of Lewis XIV. in the 
Place de Vidloires. He inherited all the courage of 
his father, with the fame ambition, the fame fplen- 
dour, and a better underflanding. He flattered 
himfelf he fhould be able to take Turin ; and, as 
a reward, he expefted a marshal’s ffaff. Chamillard, 
his father-in-law, who loved him tenderly, had 
fpared nothing to make him fucceed in the attempt. 
The very imagination mufl be flartled at the detail 
of the preparations for this fiege. The readers, who 
have not had an opportunity of being acquainted 
with fuch particulars, will, perhaps, not be dif- 
pleafed, if we here give fome account of thefe vail 
and ufelefs preparations. 

There were an hundred and forty pieces of 
cannon; each of which, with their carriages, 
amounted to two thoufand crowns. They had alfo 
one hundred and ten thouland bullets, one hundred 
and fix thoufand cartouches of one fort, and three 
hundred thoufand of another, twenty-one thoufand 
bombs, twenty-feven thoufand feven hundred gre- 
nades, fifteen thoufand bags of earth, thirty thou- 
fand infiruments for pioneering, and twelve hun- 
dred thoufand pounds of powder. There was, be- 
fides, a vaft: quantity of lead, iron, tin, ropes, ful- 
phur, faltpetre, with every thing requifite for miners, 
and, in thort, all forts of implements necelfary to 
carry on a fiege. It is certain, that the expence of 
thefe preparations for deflruclion would have been 
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fufficient to fettle one of the moft numerous colo- 
nies, and to have put it in a flourilhing condition. 

The duke de Fuillade pufhed this fiege with the 
utmolt precipitation, and contrary to all rules. He 
was a man of fire and aftivity, more capable than 
any one for fuch enterprizes as required only cou- 
rage, but utterly incapable of thofe where art, de- 
liberation, and time, were neceffary. The marfnal 
de Vauban, the only general, perhaps, who loved 
his country more than himfelf, had propofed to 
Feuillade, to come and direft the fiege as an engi- 
neer, and to ferve in his army as a volunteer; but 
the haughtinefs of Feuillade made him conflrue this 
offer of Vauban into pride under the difguife of 
modefty; and he could not bear, that the beft en- 
gineer in Europe fhould prefume to give him ad- 
vice. He told him in a letter which I have feen, 
“ that he expefted to take Turin after the me- 
“ thod of Cohorn.” This Cohorn was the Vau- 
ban of the allies; an excellent engineer, a good ge- 
neral, and he had feveral times taken towns forti- 
fied by the rules of Vauban. After the fending of 
fuch a letter, Feuillade looked upon himfelf as 
obliged to take Turin. But having begun the at- 
tack by the citadel, which was the ftrongeft fide, 
and not having furrounded the whole town, the in- 
habitants could fend fupplies both of men and pro- 
vifions. The duke of Savoy could alfo march out: 
fo that all the vehemence which Feuillade (hewed in 
ma; y repeated and fruitlefs affaults, only protracted 
the liege. 

The duke of Savoy fallied out of the town with 
fome cavalry, in order to draw off the duke de 
Feuillade. The French general accordingly quit- 
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ted the fiege to purfue this prince; who, being bet- 
ter acquainted with the country, eafily efcaped. 
Thus Feuillade miffed the duke of Savoy, and 
the fiege fuffered greatly. 

All the inferior officers were fo afionifiied at the 
proceedings of their general, that they believed he 
had no intention to take Turin. It was faid, that 
Feuillade, who was reported to have a paffion for 
the duchefs of Burgundy, had fworn to that lady to 
favour her father’s capital. This vulgar error be- 
came fo prevalent, that I have hardly known one 
officer, but believed it, even twenty years after: 
nay, it was likewife given out, that the duchefs of 
Burgundy, in order to fave Turin, had procured ma- 
dame Maintenon, to bring about thofe ill-conducled 
meafures, which proved the fafety of the city. 
Thefe abfurd reports gained credit; and many 
writers, to their diffionour, have inferred them 
in their hifioriesf. 

The duke de Vendome, in order to favour the 
operations of the fiege, remained ftationed on the 
borders of the Adige, from the thirteenth of May to 
the twentieth of June. He had with him feventy 
battalions, and fixty fquadrons; and, with this 
ftrength, he did not doubt he fhould be able to 
block up all palfes againft prince Eugene. 

The general of the Imperialifts was in great want 
both of men and money. The mercers company of 
London lent him about fix millions of our livres; 
and he at laft got troops out of the circles of the 
Empire. Thefe reinforcements, however, arrived fo 
late, that all Italy might have been loll; but the 
fiege of Turin was much more tedious. 

f See Reboulet, 
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Vendorae was already named to go to retrieve 
the lofles in Flanders; but before his departure 
from Italy, he had allowed prince Eugene to pafs 
the Adige; he fuffered him alio to crofs the white 
canal, and at laft the Po, a larger river, and, in 
fome parts, more difficult to pafs than the Rhone. 
Before the French general left the banks of the Po, 
prince Eugene had it in his power to penetrate even 
to Turin. Thus the affairs in Italy were in a cri- 
tical fituation, whilfl: thofe in Flanders, Germany, 
and Spain, appeared quite defperate. 

The duke de Vendome went towards Mons to 
collett the broken remains of Villeroi’s army; and 
the duke of Orleans, nephew to Lewis XIV. fet 
out to take upon him the command of the duke of 
Vendome’s forces near the Po. Thefe troops were 
in diforder, as if they had been routed. Eugene had 
paffed the Po, in fight of Vendome: he eroded the 
Tenaro likewife in fight of the duke of Orleans, and 
took Carpi, Corregio, and Reggio; and, having dole 
a march upon the French, he at laft joined the duke 
of Savoy near Afti. All that the duke of Orleans 
could do was to join the duke de Feuillade at the 
camp before Turin. Prince Eugene followed him 
with all expedition. They had now one of two 
courfes to follow, either to wait for prince Eugene 
in their lines of circumvallation, or march out to 
meet him near Vcillane. The duke of Orleans called 
a council of war, which confifted of the marfnal de 
Marfin, who had loft the battle of Hochftet, the 
duke de la Feuillade, Albergoti, Saint-Fremont, and 
other lieutenant-generals; “ Gentlemen,” faid the 
duke of Orleans, “ if we remain in our lines, we 

ftiail certainly be defeated; for our intrenchments 
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“ are five leagues in extent, and we are not able 
“ to line them. Our regiment of marines is only 
u two men deep; and tliere are many places, you 
“ fee, almofi without defence. The Doria, which 
“ runs through our camp, will hinder our troops 
u from bringing quick fucccur to each other. 
“ Befides, in waiting for an attack, the French lofe 
“ one of their great eft advantages; that vehemence, 
“ and thofe firft moments of ardour, which fo 
<< often determine the fate of battles. Believe me 
“ then, we ought to march againft the enemy.” Ali 
the lieutenant-generals, with one voice, replied, 
“ Let us march but upon this, the marftial de 
Marfin pulled out of his pocket an order figned 
by the king, commanding all to fubmit to his opi- 
nion, in regard to an a£Uon; and he was fer re- 
maining in the lines. 

The duke of Orleans now' perceived, with indig- 
nation, that he was fent to the army only as a prince 
of the blood, and not as a general; and, being 
obliged to acquiefce with the marfhal de Marfin, he 
prepared to engage in this difadv^ntageous fituation. 

The enemy made a feint to forth feveral attacks 
at once. Their motions threw the French into great 
perplexity. The duke of Orleans was for one thing, 
whilft Marfin and Feuillade were for another. They 
difputed, but came to no determination: but, in 
fhort, they fuffered the enemy to pafs the Doria: 
which having done, they advanced in eight columns, 
twenty-five men deep; and the French were now 
obliged to oppofe them inftantly with battalions of 
an equal depth. 

Albergoti, who was ftationed at a diftr n:e from 
Vol. I. E e 
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the army, upon the Capuchin mountain, had, under 
his command, twenty thoufand men; and he was 
oppofed only by militia, who dared not to attack 
him. They fent to him to demand twelve thoufand 
men. He anfwered, that he could not leilen his 
numbers; and gave feme plaufible reafons, which 
were taken. By this means the time was loft in de- 
lays. Prince Eugene attacked their intrenchments, 
and in two hours forced them (d). The duke of Or- 
leans, having received a wound, was obliged to retire 
to have it dreffed. Scarce was he in the hands of the 
furgeons, when he heard that the enemy were ma- 
fters of the camp; that the rout was general. He 
was immediately obliged to fiy: the lines and trench- 
es were abandoned, and the whole army was dif- 
perfed. All the baggage, provifions, ammunition, and 
the military cheft, fell into the hands of the conquer- 
ors. Marfhal de Marfin, being wounded in the thigh, 
was made prifoner: a furgeon, belonging to the duke 
of Savoy, cut it off; but the marthal furvived the 
operation only a few minutes. Mr. Methuen, then 
embafiador from England to the duke of Savoy, one 
of the molt generous, brave, and moft fincere men 
his country ever employed in an embaffy, had al- 
ways fought by the fide of this prince. He had fecn 
marfhal de Marfin taken, and was prefent at his laft 
moments; and he has told me, that Marfin exprelfed 
himfelf to him in thefe terms: “ Believe, at leaft, Sir, 
“ that it was contrary to my advice, that we waited 
“ for you in our intrenchments.” Thefe expreffions 
feem politively to contradict what had paffed in the 
council of war; yet they were certainly true: for 
the marihal de Marfin, at his departure from Ver- 

(d) September 7. 1706. 
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failles, had reprefcnted to the king, that it would 
be abfolutely necelfary to march again ft the enemy, 
if they fhould advance to relieve Turin; but Cha- 
millard, intimidated by the former defeats, carried 
it, that they ftiould not offer, but wait for battle; 
and this order; given at Verfailles, caufed the de- 
feat of fixty thoufand men. The French loft only 
two thoufand men in this battle; but we have al- 
ready fcen, that llaughter does lei's execution than 
confufion. Want of fubfiftence, which will make 
a victorious army retreat, obliged thefe vanquithcd 
troops to retire to Dauphiny. The late defeat oc- 
cafioned inch an univerfal diforder, that though the 
count de Medavy-grancey, then in Mantua with an 
army, had defeated the Imperialifts at Caftiglione, 
commanded by the landgrave of Heffe, afterwards 
king of Sweden, yet this victory, though a complete 
one, availed nothing. In a fttort timei they loft the 
duchies of Milan and Mantua, Piedmont, and at 
laft the whole kingdom of Naples. 

CHAPTER XX. 

The confequences of the defeats received by 

France and Spain. The humiliation, per- 

feverance, and refources of Lewis XIV. 

The battle of Malplaquet. 

TH E battle of Hochftet had coft Lewis one of 
the lineft armies, vvith all the country betwixt 

the Danube and the Rhine: and it had coft the 

E e 2 



T II E AGE OF Ch. 20. 3*8 

houfe of Bavaria all her dominions. ■ By the defeat at 
RamiUies, all Flanders was loft, even to the gates of 
Lille; and by that at Turin, the French were driven 
out of Italy, as they alwa'ys had- be£n in all the wars 
lince Charlemagne. There remtrhrefcLfbtiAe troops 
in Milan, and that little army which had'been victo- 
rious under the count de Medavy. They ftill kept 
iome places; but thefe were offered to be given up 
to the emperor, on condition he allowed a free re- 
treat to thofe troops, which amounted to fifteen 
thoufand men. The emperor accepted of this pro- 
pofal, and the duke of Savoy allb came into it. 
Thus the emperor, by a ftroke of the pen, was left 
in the peaceable poftelfion of Italy; and the conqueft 
of Naples and Siciiy was confirmed to him. All thofe 
provinces in Italy, which had been conlidered before 
as-only feudatory, were now treated as intirely fub- 
je<ft. He taxed Tufcany at an hundred and fifty 
thoufand piftoles, and Mantua at forty thoufand; 
nor were Parma, Modena, Lucca, and Genoa, not- 
withfianding their being free ftates, excepted from 
thefe taxes. 

The emperor, who enjoyed all thefe advantages, 
was not Leopold, the ancient rival of Lewis XIV*. 
who, under an appearance of moderation, had con- 
cealed the moft profound ambition : it was his eldeft 
Ion, the lively, fierce, and palfionate Jofeph; who, 
neverthelefs, was not a better warrior than his fa- 
ther. If ever any emperor feemed formed to enllave 
Germany and Italy, It was certainly Jofeph. His 
dominion now extended beyond the Alps. He laid 
the pope under contribution; and, by Iris foie au- 
thority, in 1706. he put the electors of Bavaria 
and Cologn under the ban of the empire: he ftript 
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them of all their poflellions, and kept in confine- 
ment the children of the houfe of Bavaria, aboliih- 
ing their very name. Their father feemed now to 
have no other refource, but to linger out his dif- 
grace in France, or the Low Countries. Philip V. 
afterwards gave up to him all the Spanifh Flanders, 

in 1 7 12 f- If he could have kept this province, 
which was a better eflablifhment than Bavaria, it 
would have delivered him from the flavery of the 
houfe of Aullria; but he could only poffefs the 
towns of Luxembourg, Namur, and Charleroi; all 
the reft fell into the hands of the conquerors. Eve- 
ry thing now feemed to threaten Lewis XIV. who 
but a little before had ftruck a terror into all Europe. 
The duke of Savoy had it in his power to penetrate 
into France. England and Scotland, having formed 
an union, made now one kingdom; or, rather, Scot- 
land, being now a province of England, was become 
an acceffion to the power1 of her ancient rival. To-, 
wards the end of the year 1706. and beginning of 
1707. all the enemies of France feemed to have ac- 
quired new ftrength, whilft Ihe appeared to be on the 
brink of deftruction ; being preifed on all Tides both 
by fea and land. Of all thole formidable fleets which 
Lewis had raifed, there remained fcarce thirty-five 
fhips. In Germany, Strafbourg was Iliil the frontier; 
but, Landau being loft, Alface was thereby left ex- 
pofed. Provence was likewife threatened with an 
invafion by fea and land; and what the French had 
already loft in Flanders, made them more apprehen- 

f In Reboulct's fciftory it is faid, that he had this fovereignty 
from the year 1700.; but he had than only the government 
of it. 

E e 3 
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five for what remained. Yet, notwithfhnding all 
thefe misfortunes, France ftill remained untouched; 
and in this unfuccefsful war, die had as yet loll no- 
thing but her conquefts. 

Lewis XIV. every-where refifted; and though he 
had received fo many blows, yet he ftill oppofed, 
protefted, or attacked on all lides. His arms 
proved as unfuccefsful in Spain, as they had been 
in Italy, Germany, and Flanders. It is faid, that 
the fiege of Barcelona was even worfe conduced 
than that of Turin. 

The count deTouloufe only appeared with his 
fiect, and was obliged to ftand away for Toulon. 
Barcelona being fuccoured, the fiege was abandon- 
ed ; and the French army, after having loft one 
half of their number, retired, without any ammu- 
nition, into Navarre, a little kingdom which they 
preferved for the Spaniards, and which our kings 
j >in as a title to that of France, by an ancient cu- 
ftom, though it feems beneath their dignity. 

To thefe misfortunes another was added, which 
feemed to complete them. The Portuguefe, af- 
fiftcd by fome Englith, took all the places they 
invefted, and advanced into Eftremadura. They 
were commanded by a Frenchman, created a peer 
of England: this was my lord Galloway, formerly 
the count de Ruvigni; w hilft the troops of France 
and Spain were headed by the duke of Berwick, 
an Englifti nobleman ; but they could not ftop the 
progrefs of the conquerors. 

Philip V. remained in Pampelona, uncertain of 
his deftiny; uhilft Charles his competitor, was in- 
creafing his party, and ftrength in Catalonia. 

He had made himfelf mailer of Arragon, the 
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province of Valencia, Carthagena, and part of Gra- 
nada. The Englilli kept Gibraltar in their own pof- 
feffion; and they took, for him, Minorca, Ivica, and 
Alicant. The roads to Madrid being now all laid 
open, Galloway entered that metropolis without 
any oppofition, and ordered the archduke Charles 
to be proclaimed king: he fent likewife a fmall de- 
tachment to perform the fame ceremony at Toledo. 
The affairs of Philip V. appeared fo defperate, that 
marfhal Vauban, that prince of engineers, and ex- 
cellent patriot, a man always bulled in projects, 
fome ufeful, and others impracticable, but all ex- 
traordinary, advifed the court of France to fend 
Philip V. to reign in America, and to embark with 
him all the Spaniards attached to his intereft. Spain 
mult then have been abandoned to civil factions; 
and the commerce of Mexico and Peru would have 
come wholly to the French: fo that, by this change 
of fortune in the family of Lewis, France might Itill 
have promoted her grandeur. The project was cer- 
tainly deliberated upon at Verfailles; but the un- 
Ihaken lirmnefs of the Caltilians, and the mifeon- 
duct of the enemy, preferved the crown to Philip 
V. The people loved Philip as their own choice; 
nor could they help having an affection for his 
queen, 'the duke of Savoy’s daughter, confidering 
the care fbe took to pleafe them, the intrepidity lire 
difplayed above one of her fex, and the conltancy 
and vigour with which Ihe behaved in her misfor- 
tunes. She went herfelf from town to town, ani- 
mating the people, exciting their zeal, and receiving 
many prefents w'hich were brought to her. By this 
means, Ihe furniihed her hulband with more than 
two hundred thoufand crowns, in the fpace of three 
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weeks. Not one of all the grandees, who had taken 
oaths of allegiance to Philip V. deferted him. When 
Galloway proclaimed the archduke at Madrid, many 
called out, “ Long live Philip;” and the populace 
at Toledo were fo enraged, that they attacked thofe 
who proclaimed the archduke, and obliged them to 
retire. 

The Spaniards till then had done but little in fup- 
port of their king; but when they faw him worfted, 
then, indeed they exerted themfelves in an extra- 
ordinary manner; (hewing, on this occafion, a cou- 
rage quite different from that of other nations, who 
generally begin with great efforts, and afterwards 
flacken. It is difficult to impofe a king upon a peo- 
ple againft their inclination. The Portuguefe, Eng- 
lifli, and Andrians, in Spain, were haraffed every- 
where : they were in want of provifions, and made 
many falfe fteps, fuch as are almofi: unavoidable-irt-a 
ftrange country; fo that, by degrees they were ift- 
tirely defeated. At lad, Philip V. after having been 
three months an exile from Madrid («),-entered 
again in triumph, and was received with -as much 
joyful acclamation, as his rival had experienced cold- 
ncfs and reluctance. ----- < 

Lewis XIV. redoubled his efforts? when he faw 
the Spaniards afting with fo much fpirit: and though 
he was then obliged to guard all the coafts upon the 
ocean and Mediterranean, by placing the militia 
there; though he had an army in Flanders, another 
at Strafbourg, a third in Navarre, and a fourth in 
Roufillon; yet he fent a reinforcement to marfhal 
Berwick in Caffille. 

It was with thefe troops, aided by the Spaniards, 

{a) September iz. 1706. 
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that Berwick gained the famou^.,and important 
battle of Almanza over Galloway. Neither Philip 
nor the archduke were prefent at this aftion: 
and this made the famous earl of Peterborough, 
a man extraordinary in every thing, fay aloud, 
“ Excellent, indeed! that we muft fight for two 
“ princes, who will not fight for themfelves.” The 
duke of Orleans, who intended to be there, being 
to command in Spain, did not arrive till next day; 
but he made all polhble advantage from the victory: 
he took feveral places; and, among the reft, Le- 
rida, the rock the great Conde had fplit upon. 

On the other fide, marihal Villars, who v/as again 
invefted with the command, there being an abfolute 
neceffity for a man of his abilities, retrieved the 
honour loft at the battle of Hochftet, in Germany. 
He had forced the lines of StolhofFen, on the other 
fide of the Rhine, and difperfed all the enemy’s 
troops (b): he raifed contributions on all the coun- 
try fifty leagues round, and penetrated at laft as 
far as the Danube. This rapid fuccefs gave the 
French lome refpite on the German frontiers; but 
all was loft in Italy. The kingdom of Naples, being 
defencclefs, and accuftomed fo often to change its 
mafters, was reduced by the conquerors. The pope 
was not able to prevent the Germans paffing through 
his territory; and he now faw, without daring to 
complain, that the emperor was become his vaflal, 
greatly againft his inclination. This is a remarkable 
inftance of the influence of received opinions, and 
the power of cuftom, that Naples always can be 
feized upon without confulting the pope; and yet 

(}) May xz. 1707. 
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that the matters of the kingdom never dare refufe 
to pay homage for it to his holinefs. 

At the very time when the grandfon of Lewis 
XIV. loft Naples, his grandfather was on the point 
of lotting Provence and Dauphiny. The duke of 
Savoy, and prince Eugene, had already entered by 
the narrow paflage of Tenda. Lewis was greatly 
mortified to fee, that the duke of Savoy, who a 
year before, had been reduced almoft to his capital, 
and prince Eugene, who had been educated in his 
court, w'ere now on the point of taking from him 
Toulon and Marfeilles. 

Toulon was befieged with great vigour: an Eng- 
lifh fleet, having the command of the ttea, lay be- 
fore the port and bombarded the town. Had the 
aflailants utted a little more diligence and precau- 
tion, and been more unanimous in their meattures, 
Toulon mutt have fallen into their hands. Mar- 
feilles, being without any defence, could not have 
he'd out; and it wTas likely, that France would now 
lofe two provinces: but what feems likely, happens 
but feldom. There was time to fend fuccour: ac- 
cordingly, a detachment was difpatched from mar- 
fhal Viilars’s army to thefe provinces; for they chofe 
to relinquifn their advantages in Germany, to pre- 
ferve a part of France. The country, through w'hich 
the enemy penetrated, is dry, barren, and moun- 
tainous; provifions are fcarce. and a retreat is ex- 
tremely difficult. The ficknefs which prevailed in 
the enemy’s army, proved likewife greatly in favour 
of Lewis. The fiege of Toulon was raifed (c): and 
foon after, Provence wras delivered, and Dauphiny 
freed from all danger; for an invafion feldom fue- 

fc) Auguft it. 1707. 
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ceeds, unlefs the invaders have a perfect knowlege 
in the country. Charles V. had mifcarried in an at- 
tempt on the fame provinces; and, in our time, the 
queen of Hungary’s troops have alfo proved un- 
fuccefsful in an effort of the like nature. 

Neverthelefs, this irruption fo expcnfive to the 
allies, was no lefs fo to the French: a confiderable 
part of their territories had been ravaged, and their 
forces divided. 

Europe did not expefb, at a time when France 
was reduced fo low, and when fhe accounted it 
great good fortune to have efcaped an invafion, 
that Lewis would have the boldnefs or ftrength to 
make a defcent upon Great Britain, notwithftanding 
the decay of his own navy, and the power of the 
Britifti fleets, which covered the feas. This pro- 
jeft was propofed by thofe of the Scots who were 
attached to king James’s fon. The fuccefs was 
doubtful; but Lewis XIV. thought he fhould ac^ 
quire certain glory only by the attempt; and he 
himfelf faid, that this motive determined him as 
much as any political intereft. 

To carry the war into Great Britain, though, at 
the fame time, the burden of it was fupported with 
great difficulties in fo many other places; and to en- 
deavour, at leaf!, to re-eflablifh James’s fon on the 
throne of Scotland, whilft Philip V. could hardly 
be maintained on that of Spain, feemed to be a bold 
and great undertaking; the fuccefs of which, after 
all, did not feem altogether improbable. 

Amongfl the Scots, all thofe who had not fold 
themfelves to the court of London, repined at being 
in a ftate of dependence on the Englifh. Their 
fecret willies were unanimoufly for the defcendant of 
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their ancient kings, who, from his cradle, had been 
driven into exile from the thrones of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, and even the legality of his birth 
difputed. They promifed, that he fbould find thirty 
thoufand men in arms, ready to fight in his caufe, if 
he would only land near Edinburgh, with a fmall 
force from France. 

Lewis XIV. who, in his profperity, had made fo 
many efforts for the father, now exerted himfelf as 
much for the fon, even in his adverfe fortune. Eight 
men of war, and feventy tranfports, were fitted out 
at Dunkirk; in which fix thoufand troops were em- 
barked. The count de Gace, afterwards marfhal 
de Matignon, had the command of thefe forces; 
and tire chevalier de Forbin Janfon, a mod ex- 
cellent fea-officer, conduced the fleet. The junchire 
appeared very favourable: in Scotland there were 
not above three thoufand regular troops, and Eng- 
land was almoft without any; all her foldiers being 
then employed in Flanders, under the duke of 
Marlborough : but they were obliged to embark 
for England; and the Englifh had then at fea a fleet 
of fifty men of war. This enterprize was juft like 
that in 1744. in favour of the grandfon of James II. 
It was defeated by the aftivity of the Engiifh, and 
many crofs accidents. The miniftry at London had 
fuflicient time to bring over twelve battalions from 
Flanders; and the moft fufpefted perfons in Edin- 
burgh were feized. The pretender, at laft, appeared 
on the coafts of Scotland; but the fignals agreed upon 
not being given, all that the chevalier de Forbin could 
now do was to carry him back to Dunkirk. He faved 
the fleet; but no advantage was reaped from the ex- 
pedition. Matignon was the only gainer by it; for. 
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having opened his orders at fea, he found a patent 
for creating him a marlhal of France: a reward for 
what he would have done, but could not effect. 

If there ever was a chimerical notion, that was 
certainly one, conceived by fome hiftorians, who 
pretended that queen Anne had a fecret corre- 
ipondence with her brother. It is abfurd, to the 
higheft degree, to fuppofe, that fhe would invite 
her competitor to come and dethrone her. They 
confounded the time; and it was thought that (Ire 
favoured him, becaufe (he afterwards lecretly con- 
lidered him as her heir. But who would ever wilh 
to be dethroned by a fuccelfor ? 

The affairs of France now declining daily, the 
king refolved to fend his grandfon, the duke of 
Burgundy, to head the armies in Flanders; think- 
ing, that the prefence of the apparent heir to the 
crown would infpire the foldiery with emulatior, 
which began to languidr. This prince had a firm 
and intrepid foul; he was pious, jufl, philofophical, 
and feemed formed to command men of wifdom. 
Having been educated by the archbifhop of Cam- 
bray he had a flrift regard to all the moral duties: 
he loved mankind, and was defirous to render them 
happy. He had been inflrudted in the art of war, 
but he looked upon it rather as the fcourge of the 
human race, and an unhappy neceffity, than as a fource 
of true glory. This philofophical prince was fent 
againfl the duke of Marlborough, and the duke de 
Vendome was given him as his affiflant: and here 
it happened, as it does but too often; the great 
officer was not heard with proper regard, and the 
prince’s council often prevailed over ail the argu- 

Vox.. I. F f 
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mehts of the general. In the French army there 
were two parties; but that of the allies was unani- 
mous in the common caufe. Prince Eugene was 
then upon the Rhine; but, when he was with 
Marlborough, they were always unanimous in their 
meafures. 

The duke of Burgundy was fuperior in numbers: 
France, though all Europe looked upon her as quite 
exhaufted, had furniihed him with an army of near 
an hundred thoufand men, whilft the allies had only 
about eighty thoufand. He had likewile the advan- 
tage of intelligence, in a country which had been 
fo long under the Spa nidi government, fo tired of 
the Dutch garifons, and where many of the inha- 
bitants were attached to Philip V. By this means, 
he ealily got pofieffion of Ghent and Ypres. But 
the mifcondinft in the war rendered all thefe ad- 
vantages fruitlefs. The divifion among;!!: the French 
which perplexed all their councils of war, was the 
occafion that they firil marched towards the Dendre, 
and, two hours after, they turned back towards the 
Schelde for Oudcnard; and, by this means, time 
was loll. Prince Eugene, and Marlborough, on 
the contrary, improved every moment to their ad- 
vantage, and always agreed in their meafures. The 
French were routed near Oudenard (d). It was not 
a great action; but it proved a fatal retreat. Ma- 
ny pverfights were committed: the regiments, re- 
ceiving no orders, efcaped the be!t they could. There 
were above four thoufand men taken in the roads 
by the enemy, a few miles only from the field of 
battle. 

The difpirited army retired in diforder under 
(d) July 11. 1708. 
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Ghent, Tournay, and Ypres; and fufiered Eu- 
gene, at his return from the Rhine, without any 
moleftation, to befiege Lifle with a lefs numerous 
force. 

To befiege fo large and fo well fortified a town 
as Lifle, without being mailer of Ghent, without 
having any other way for a convoy of provifions, 
or ammunition, but by Oftend, and thefe to be 
brought upon a narrow caufway, liable to be fur- 
prifed every moment, appeared to all Europe as a 
ralh aftion; but the mifunderllanding and per- 
plexity, which prevailed in the French army, ren- 
dered it excufable; and the fuccefs at lall julfified 
the attempt. Their large convoys, fo eafy to be 
feized, efcaped; and the troops, which efcorted them, 
fo likely to be defeated by fuperior numbers, came 
off victorious. The duke of Burgundy’s army, 
which might fo eafily have attacked the enemy’s 
imperfect intrenchments, made not the lead at- 
tempt upon them. In fhort, Lifle was taken, to 
the great allonifhment of all Europe, who looked 
upon the duke of Burgundy as more able to befiege 
Eugene and Marlborough, than thefe generals were 
to invefl Lifle. Marlhal de Bouflers defended the 
place for near four months. 

The inhabitants were fo accuflomed to the noife 
of cannon, and all the horrors of a fiege, that 
public entertainments were exhibited, and as much 
frequented as in time of peace; and though, one 
day, a bomb fell very near the theatre, yet the ui- 
verfion Hill went on uninterrupted. 

Marshal Bouflers was indefatigable, and had put 
every thing in fuch excellent order, that the inhabit- 

F f 2 
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ants, confiding in his diligence, were intirely eafy. 
His defence of this place merited even the efteem of 
his enemies, as well as the aiFedlions of tliofe he 
defended, and the rewards of his royal mafter. 
The hiftorians or rather the Dutch writers, who 
have affefled to cenfure him, would have done 
well to confider, that, when they contradict the 
public voice, they ought to have been eye-witnefies, 
or to have given the ftrongeft evidence for the truth 
of what they advance. 

Mean while, the army, which had beheld the fiege 
of Lille, gradually decreafcd: they allowed Ghent 
and Bruges to be taken, and all the other important 
polls one after another. Few campaigns had been 
more fatal. The officers, in the duke of Vendome’s 
party, imputed their misfortunes to the duke of 
Burgundy’s council; who, on their fide, charged 
all upon the duke de Vendome. All, in Ihort, were 
exceffively chagrined by the late difaflers. One 
of the duke of Burgundy’s courtiers faid to Ven- 
dome : “ See the confluences of your never going 
“ to mafs; to this we muft aferibe all our misfor- 
“ tunes.” “ Do you imagine,” anfwered Ven- 
dome, “ that Marlborough goes there oftener than 
“ I ?” This rapid fuccefs of the allies not a little 
elated the heart of the emperor Jofeph. He was al- 
ready abfolute in the empire, and mailer of Lan- 
dau ; and he now faw the road to Paris almofl in- 
tirely laid open, by the taking of Lille. A party of 

f Such is the hiftory written by the Jeluit la Motte, who fled 
into Holland, under the name of la Hode: it was printed for 
a bookfeller, named Vanduren; and was continued by la Mar- 
tiniere; the whole being founded upon the pretended memoirs 
of a count de fecretary of date. 
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the Dutch had the boldnefs even to force their way 
to Verfailles from Courtray; and under the very 
window of the caftle, carried off the king’s mailer 
of the horfe, whom they mi dock for the dauphin, 
the duke of Burgundy’s father. A general confler- 
nation now fcized Paris. At this junfture, the em- 
peror had at leaf! as great hopes of eftablifhing his 
brother Charles in Spain, as Lewis had of main- 
taining his grandfon on that throne. 

The Spanifh monarchy, which the people were 
lb zealous to prevent being dilmembered, was al- 
ready divided amongft three princes. The emperor 
had taken, for himfelf, Lombardy and the kingdom 
of Naples; his brother Charles Hill kept Catalonia, 
and part of Arragon. The emperor then forced 
pope Clement XI. to acknowlege the archduke king 
of Spain. This pope, who was faid to refemble St. 
Peter, becaule he firft affirmed, then denied, after- 
wards repented, and wept, had always acknow- 
leged Philip V. after the example of his predecelfor, 
and was attached to the Bourbon family. The em- 
peror was now revenged on him by annexing to the 
Empire feveral feudatory principalities, or duchies; 
particularly thofe of Parma and Placentia, which 
before had held of the popes: he likewife ravaged 
fome of the ecclefiaftical territories, and feized the 
town of Commacchio. Formerly the pope would 
have excommunicated an emperor that dared to dif- 
pute any of his moil triffling privileges; and this 
excommunication would have dethroned him: but 
the fpiritual power of the holy fee being now.- re- 
duced to fuch a degree as was reafonable, Clement 
XL animated by France, had the courage, for a 

Ff 3 
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moment, to have recourfe to the fword. He 
armed; hut prefently repented: he faw, that the 
Italians, being under an ecclefiaftical government, 
were not formed to handle the fword; he accord- 
ingly difarmed again, left Commacchio in the em- 
peror’s polfeluon, and confented thus to addrefs the 
archduke: “To our very dear fon, the catholic 
“ king in Spain.” The Englifb fleet in the Medi- 
terranean, and the German troops on his frontiers, 
foon after obliged him to write thus; “ To our 
“ very dear fon Charles king of the Spanifh domi- 
“ nions.” This declaration of the pope, which 
availed nothing in the Empire, might have an in- 
fluence with the people of Spain, who had been 
made to believe, that the archduke was unworthy 
to reign, becaufe he was protected by thofe heretics 
who had feized upon Gibraltar. 

There remained to the Spanifh monarchy, be- 
fides the continent, the ifland of Sardinia, and that 
of Sicily; the former was conquered by an Eng- 
lifu fleet (e), and given to the emperor; for the 
Englifh did not choofe, that the archduke fhould 
have any thing bdides Spain. Their arms, at this 
time, made the treaties of partition. They deferred 
the conquefl: of Sicily to another opportunity; 
thinking it better to employ their fnips in going 
in quell: of the galleons from America, fome of 
which they took, than to procure more dominions 
for the emperor. 

France was now reduced as low as Rome, and in 
a more dangerous fltuation; all her refources being 
now exhaufted, and her credit intirely funk: the 

(ij Auguft i;c8. 
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people, who had idolized Lewis in his profperity, 
now, in his misfortunes, murmured againft him. 

The perfons, to whom the miniflry had fold 
their country for fome ready money on the moft 
preffing emergencies, enriched themfelves by the 
public misfortunes, and infulted the national ca- 
lamities by their riotous luxury: what had been 
borrowed from them, was already confumed; and 
had it not been for the bold activity of fome mer- 
chants, particularly thofe of St. Malo, who went 
to Peru, and brought from thence thirty millions 
of money, half of which they lent to the govern- 
ment, Lewis would not have had wherewith to 
pay his troops. The war ha'd ruined the ftate, and 
the merchants retrieved it. The affairs of Spain 
were in the fame fituation. Thofe galleons, which 
efcaped the Englifh, contributed to maintain Philip; 
but this fupply for a few months did not remove 
the difficulty of raifing recruits. Chamillard, who 
had the management of the finances, as well as 
the war, gave up the finances in i 708 4, which he 
left in fuch diforder, that they could not be repaired 
during that reign; and, in 1709. he quitted the 
management of the war, which was become no lefs 
difficult than the other. A great many faults w^ere 
laid to his charge; and the public, whofe cenfures 
are the more fevere the more it has fuffered, did 
not make an allowance for the misfortunes of the 
times, when faults cannot be avoided. M. Voifin, 

} The Jefuit la Motte's hiftory, continued by la Martiniere, 
allerts, that Chamillard was turned out of the miniftry in 1703. 
and that marlhal d’Harcourt was called to take upon him the 
management of the finances by the unanimous voice of the 
public. The miltakes of this hiftorian are numberlefs. 
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afterwards chancellor, who fucceeded him in the 
management of military affairs, and M. Defmarets, 
who had the direction of the finances, were unable 
to form more fuccefsful plans of war, or re-eftablifh 
the public credit. 

The hard winter in 1709. was another aggrava- 
tion to thedefperate condition of France. The olives, 
which are the chief fupport of the fouthern parts of 
the kingdom, perifhed; almoft all the other fruit- 
trees were likewife killed; and their hopes from har- 
veft were intirely blafted. There were but few ma- 
gazines ; and any fupply they could have from the 
fea-ports of the Levant, or Africa, muft have been 
at the greateft expence, and very likely to be taken 
by the enemy’s fleets; againft which they had no na- 
val force to oppofe. This fevere winter prevailed 
through all Europe; but the enemies had more re- 
fources in this calamity. The Dutch efpecially, 
who had been fo long the factors of different na- 
tions, had ftorehoufes fufficient to fupply the flou- 
rifbing armies of the allies with plenty of all necef- 
faries; whilft the broken and difpirited troops of 
France were ready to perifh with want and mifery. 

Lewis XIV. who had already made fome ad- 
vances towards a peace, being now in fuch diflreffed 
circumftances, refolved to fend to the Hague his 
principal minifler the marquis de Torci Colbert, 
together with the prelident Rouille. This was 
extremely mortifying. They had fir A a confer- 
ence at Antwerp, with the two burgomaAers, Buis 
and Vanderduffen, who fpoke with the air of con- 
querors; treating the miniAers of one of the moA 
haughty monarchs with all that loftinefs and con- 
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tempt with which the Dutch had been treated in 
1672. 

The ftates general had no ftadtholder fince the 
death of king William; and the magiflrates in 
Holland, who already alTumed the title of patri- 
cian in their families, were now become fo many 
princes. The four Dutch commillaries, deputed to 
the army, behaved in the moft lordly manner to 
the thirty German princes in their pay. “ Order 
“ Holftein to come thither,” faid they: “ Tell 
“ Helfe to come and fpeak with us.” This was 
tfce ftile of thofe merchants; who, in the plain- 
nefs of their drefs and diet, piqued themfelves on 
humbling at once the German pride in their fervice, 
and the haughtinefs of a great monarch formerly their 
conqueror. By fuch proofs of their fuperiority, they 
did not mean to Ihew that all grandeur confifts 
in power: they defired to have the fovereignty 
of ten towns in Flanders; amongft which were 
Lifle, then in their polfeffion, and Tournay, not yet 
taken. Thus the Dutch defigned to reap the fruit 
of the war, not only at the expence of France, but 
likewife of Auftria, in whofe intereft: they fought; 
after the example of Venice, who had formerly 
increafed her territories from thofe of all her 
neighbours. The republican fpirit is, indeed, at 
bottom, as ambitious as the monarchical. 

This evidently appeared feme months after- 
wards ; for, when this vilionary negotiation was 
dropt; when the arms of the confederates had ac- 
quired greater advantages; the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, more a foyereign in England than his royal 
miftrefs, having been effettually gained over by the 
Dutch concluded a treaty with them in 1709. By 
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this they were to be matters of all the frontier- 
towns to be taken from France; they were to keep 
garifons in twenty different places in Flanders, at the 
expence of the country in Huy, Liege, and Bonne; 
and were to have upper Guelderland intirely under 
their fovereignty. They were in effect to become 
lords of the feventeen provinces of the Low Coun- 
tries, and to have ruled in Liege and Cologn. Thus 
it was they intended to aggrandize themfelves even 
on the ruins of their allies. They had already pro- 
jected thefe grand fchemes, when the principal mi- 
nitter of France came to fue for peace; fo that it 
is not to be wondered at, he was received in fo 
haughty a manner. 

After having heard thefe mortifying prelimina- 
ries, the minifter of Lewis XIV. proceeded to the 
Hague; where, in the name of his matter, he was 
treated with the higheft indignity. He there found 
prince Eugene, the duke of Marlborough, and the 
penfior.ary Heinfms, who were unanimous for Con- 
tinuing the war. The prince, by this, puvfued 
his glory and revenge; Marlborough fought glory, 
and an immenfe fortune, both which he equally co- 
veted; Heinfius, being intirely ruled by the other 
two, looked upon himfelf as a Spartan common- 
wealthfman, who had humbled a Perfian monarch. 
They did not propofe a peace, but a truce; and, 
during this fufpentton, they demanded an ample fa- 
tisfaftion for all their allies, though none for the 
allies of the king, and that too, on condition he join- 
ed with them to drive his grandfon out of Spain, 
within the fpace of two months; and, as a furety 
of this, that he Pnould deliver up, for ever, to the 
Dutch ten towns in Flanders; drat he Ihould give 
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up Strafoourg, Biifac, and intirely renounce all pre- 
tentions to Alface (g). Lewis XIV. little expedit'd, 
when he refufed prince Eugene a troop of dragoons, 
when Churchill was not even a Colonel in England, 
and the name of Heinfius hardly known to him, 
that thefe three fhould ever prefcribe him fuch con- 
ditions. The marquis de Torci departed without fo 
much as entering into negotiation, and reported to 
the king the orders of his enemies. Lewis now afted 
in a manner he had never before done with his fub- 
jects: he juftified his condutt to them; and fent 
them a circular letter, wherein he fet forth the ne- 
ceifity he lay under, of obliging them flill to fupport 
the burden of a war: wherein he alfo excited their 
indignation, their fenfe of honour, and even their 
pity. The politicians faid, that Torci went, in a 
fuppliant manner, to the Hague, for no other 
reafon, but to fhew the infolence of the ene- 
mies, to jullify Lewis to all Europe, and to ani- 
mate the French with a fpirit of juft refentment: 
but the truth is, he wrent for no other end but to fo- 
licit peace; nay, the prefident Rouille was left at 
the Hague, to try if he could procure eafier terms: 
but, inftead of giving any anfw'er upon that head, 
the ftates commanded him to depart within twenty- 
four hours. 

Lewis XIV. when informed of this mortifying 
behaviour, faid to Rouille, “ Since I muft make w'ar, 
“ I choofe rather to carry it on againft my enemies, 
“ than my children.” He accordingly made all 
preparations for another effort in Flanders. The 
very famine, which depopulated the country, 
proved a refource in war; for thofe who wanted 

CgJ May 11. 1709. 
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bread became foldiers. There were great quanti- 
ties of land left unfilled; but, however an army 
was raifed. Marlhal Villars, who had been fent 
the preceding year to command the army in Savoy, 
where he raifed the fpirits of the troops, and had 
gained fome fuccefs, was now recalled into Flan- 
ders, as the moft likely perfon to retrieve his fink- 
ing country. 

Marlborough had already taken Tournay, whilft 
Eugene covered the fiege. And thefe two generals 
now marched to invert Mons. Marfhal Villars ad- 
vanced to oppofe them: he had with him marfhal 
Bouflers, who, though his fenior, had folicited to 
ferve under him. Bonders fincerdy loved his king 
and country: he proved, on this occafion, notwith- 
ftanding the maxim of a great wit, that in a mo- 
narchical ftate, efpecially under a good marter, there 
are virtues; and, doubtlefs, as many and as great, 
as in republics, with lefs enthuliafm, perhaps, but 
with more of what is termed honour. 

As foon as the French advanced to prevent the 
fiege of Mons, the allies marched to attack them near 
the wood of Blangies, and the village of Malplaquet. 

The two armies confifted each of about eighty 
thoufand men; but that of the allies was fupei ior 
by forty-two battalions. The French brought with 
them eighty pieces of cannon, and the allies an 
hundred and forty. The duke of Marlborough 
commanded the right wing, which confided of the 
Englifh and German troops in the pay of England. 
Prince Eugene was in the centre; and Tilli, with 
count Nalfau, headed the left wing, compofed of the 
Dutch troops. 

Marfhal Villars took upon himfelf the command 
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of the left wing, and appointed Bonder? to com- 
mand the right (/;). He had intrenched his anny in 
a hurry; a precaution which feemed extremely lliit- 
able to an army, inferior in numbers, difpirited with 
misfortunes, and one half compofed of young re- 
cruits ; and fuitable to the circumftances of France, 
which a total defeat mufl: reduce to the utmoft ex- 
tremity. Some hiftorians have blamed the genera! 
for his difpoftion: “ He ought,” fay they, “ to 
u have paifed a large hollow, inftead of having it 
“ in his front.” But do not thofe, who, in their 
clofets, pretend to pafs a judgment on what pafies 
in a field of battle, feem to be a little too confident 
in their own abilities ? 

All that I know is, that the marfhal himfelf faid 
that the foldiers, who had gone without their bread 
a whole day, after having received it, threw away 
part of it, to advance to the engagement free of all 
incumbrance. There have been few battles, for (e. 
veral ages, that continued longer, or were more 
eagerly contefted, and none more bloody. I (hall fay 
nothing in regard to this action, but what was gene- 
rally allowed. The left wing of the enemy, where 
the Dutch fought, was almoft intirely deftroyed, 
and even purfued with inufquet and bayonet. 
Marlborough, on the right, made, and withftood, 
the greateft efforts. 'Marfhal Villars drew off fome 
part of his centre to oppofe Marlborough; and, at 
that very juncture, the centre was attacked ; the 
intrenchments, which covered it, were earned in- 
ftantly; for the regiment of guards, left to defend 
them, made no refiftance. The marfhal, hafteii* 

(/') Sept. ii. 17*9, 
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ing from the left wing to his centre, was wound- 
ed, and the battle loft. The field was covered with 
near thirty thoufand men, either dead or expiring. 

There was nothing to be feen but one continued 
heap of carcafes, efpecially where the Dutch had 
been ftationed. The French, fcarce loft above eight 
thoufand men in this battle, whilft the enemy had 
about twenty-one thoufand killed or wounded; for 
the centre having been forced, and the two wings 
broke through, the vanquilhed had made the great- 
eft flaughter. 

Marfhal Bouflers ^ made a retreat in good order; 
being affifted by the prince de Tingri-Montmo- 
renci, afterwards marfhal Luxembourg; who in- 
herited all the courage of his anceftors. The army 
retired between Qucnoi and Valenciennes, carrying 
with them feveral colours and ftandards taken from 
the enemy. Thefe fpoils afforded fome confola- 
tion to Lewis XIV. and the honour of having 
fought fo confiderable a time, and having loft only 
the field of battle, was accounted equal to a vi- 
flory. Marfhal Villars, at his return to court, af- 
fured the king, that had he not been wounded, he 
fhould have gained the victory. I have been in 
company with the marfbal, who always fecmed 
perfuaded of this; but I have met with hardly any 
perfon of his opinion. 

It may fecm fome what aftonifhing, that an army, 
which had killed of the enemy two thirds more 
than they had loft, fhould not endeavour to hinder 
thole, who had no other advantage than that of ly». 

| In a book, intitleJ, Memoirs du marecbal r!e JSarivhl, it 
Ls faij, that marfhaf Barwick made this r£treat. Tints it is 
thtjt mod memoirs are written. 
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ing amidfl: their dead, from going to befiege Mon?. 
The Dutch Ihewed great apprehenfions about this 
enterprize; and not a little hefitated: but the name 
of a battle loft impofes upon the conquered, and 
difpirits them. Men never do all they have in 
their power; and the foldier, when told that he is 
defeated, is afraid of meeting with the like fate 
again. Mons was therefore befieged and taken (*): 
and it alfo was given up to the Dutch; as were 
likewife Tournay and Lifle. 

CHAPTER XXL 

Lewis XIV. continues to fuc for peace, and 

to aft on the defenfivc. The duke de Ven* 

dome fecures the king of Spain on his 

throne. 

THE enemy thus made a gradual progrefs; 
they not only took, on this fide, all the bar- 

riers of France, but they likewife intended, by the 
affiftance of the duke of Savoy, to invade Franche- 
Comte, and, by the two extremities to penetrate 
into the heart of the kingdom. In order to facili- 
tate this enterprize, general Merci was ordered to 
enter the higher Alface, by Bale; but he was luckily 
obftrufted by count, afterwards marftial, du Bourg, 
near the iile of Newbourg on the Rhine (a). Thole 
of the name of Merci, by I know not what fatality, 
have been always as remarkable for their misfortunes, 

(i) Oftober it. 1709. (a) Auguft 16. 1709. 

G g 2 
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as their reputation. This we have juft mention- 
ed, was intirely defeated. Nothing was attempt- 
ed on the fide of Savoy; but the French were 
neverthelefs in great apprehenlions from Flanders; 
and the inner parts of the kingdom were in fuch a 
declining ftate, that Lewis ftill fued for peace in a 
fuppliant manner. He offered to acknowlege the 
archduke as king of Spain; to give no affiftance to 
his grandfon,but to leave him intirely to his own for- 
tune ; to give four cautionary towns; to deliver up 
Strafbourg and Brifac; to renounce the fovereignty 
of Alface, and only to keep the government there- 
of ; to demolifh all the forts betwixt Bale and Phi- 
lipfbourg; to fill up the harbour of Dunkirk, and 
intirely erafe the fortifications of that place, which 
had been formidable for fo confiderable a time; to 
give up to the ftates general Lifie, Tournay, Ypres, 
Menin, Furnes, Conde, and Maubeuge. Thefe 
were, in part, the articles upon which it was pro- 
pofed to conclude the peace which he implored. 

The allies, by way of triumph, pretended they 
wanted to examine more narrowly into the fubmif- 
fions of Lewis XIV. They allowed his plenipoten- 
tiaries to come, the beginning of 1 71 o. to the little 
town of Gertrudenberg, with the petitions of that 
monarch. For this purpofe, he made choice of 
marfhal d'Uxelles, a man of a cool and referved 
temper, and though not of a bold and enterprifing 
turn, yet extremely difereet in his conduft; toge- 
ther with the abbot, afterwards cardinal de Polignac, 
a man of tne fineft genius, and one pf the greateft 
orators of his age: made at once to pleafe by the 
gracefulnefs of his perfon, and the force of his elo- 

quence. Neither wifdom, eloquence,nor wit,however, 
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avail any thing in minifters, when the prince is tin- 
fuccefsful. Victories are the bell peace-makers. The 
embalTadors of Lewis were rather confined at Ger- 
trudenberg, than admitted to treaty. The depu- 
ties came to hear their propofals, which they carried 
to the Hague to prince Eugene, the duke of Marl- 
borough, and count Zinzendorf, embalfador from 
the emperor. Thefe offers were always received 
with contempt. They were infulted by fcurrilous 
libels; all of which were compofed by French re- 
fugees, who were become greater enemies to the 
glory of Lewis XIV. than Marlborough or Eugene. 

The French plenipotentiaries even fubmitted fo 
far as to promife, that the king fhould contribute 
money to dethrone Philip V. and yet they were not 
liflened to. The allies infilled, as one of the preli- 
minaries, that Lewis fhould engage, by himfelf, to 
drive his grandfon out of Spain, by force of armsr 

in two months. This abfurd inhumanity, muchf 
more infolent than a downright refufal of peace, 
arofe from new fucceffes. 

Whillt the confederates treated in this haughty 
manner in oppofition to the grandeur and pride of 
Lewis XIV. they took the town of Douay: foon af- 
ter, they alfo made themfelves maflers of Bethuner 

Aire and Saint-Venant.' The earl of Stair even pro- 
pofed to fend detachments to the gates of Paris. 

Almofl at the fame time, the archduke’s armyr 

commanded by Gui de Staremberg, the German 
general, who had the greatefl reputation after prince 
Eugene, gained a complete viflory, near Saragoffa (Jb), 
over the army in which Philip placed ail his hopes, 

(A) Auguft jo. ryio. 
G g 3 
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commanded by the marquis de Bay, an unfortunate 
general. It was again remarked that neither of the 
two princes, who difputed the crown of Spain, though 
both within reach of the army, was prefent at the 
battle. Of all the princes who were fought for by 
the other powers of Europe, the duke of Savoy was 
the only one who ferved in perfon. It was hard, 
however, that he could not acquire this glory, but by 
fighting againft his two daughters; one of whom he 
wanted to dethrone, in order to gain a fmall part in 
Lombardy, about which the emperor Jofeph had 
already railed difficulties, and of which he would 
certainly be deprived the firll: opportunity. 

This emperor was every-where fuccefsful, and 
every-where fhewed great want of moderation in his 
profperity. By his own authority alone, he dif- 
membered Bavaria, and gave away the jurifdi<ftions 
thereof to his relations and creatures. He Ilript the 
young duke of Mirandola of his dominions in Italy. 
The princes of the empire furnilhed him with an 
army on the Rhine; not confidering, they contri- 
buted to flrengthen a power they dreaded: fo much 
did the ancient hatred againfl the name of Lewis 
XIV. IU11 prevail in their minds, that the humbling 
of that monaioh feemed their firlt care. Jofeph had 
fikewife the good fortune to overcome the malecon- 
tents in Hungary. France had ftirred up againft him 
the prince Ragotiki, who took arms in defence of 
his own rights, and thofe of his country. Ragotiki 
being defeated, his towns were taken, and aft his 
party ruined. Thus Lewis XIV. was equally un- 
fortunate abroad as at home, by fea as by land, and 
in his public negotiations, as well as private in- 
trigues. 
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All Europe now imagined, that the archduke 
Charles, brother to the fortunate Jofeph, would 
reign in Spain without any rival; but Europe was 
threatened with a power more formidable than that 
of Charles V. This was England, who had been, for 
a confiderable time jealous of the Spanilh-Audrian 
branch, and Holland, its revolted Have, who had 
almoft exhaufted hcrfelf to eflablifh the Aufhian 
family. Philip V. who had returned to Madrid, 
quitted it again, and retired to Valadolid, whilft 
the archduke made his entry into the capital in 
triumph. 

The French king could no longer aflift his grand- 
fon; he had been obliged to do in part what his 
enemies had demanded at Gertrudenbcrg; to aban- 
don the caufe of Philip, by ordering his troops 
from Spain for his own defence: for he could not, 
without the utmoft difficulty, defend himfelf to- 
wards Savoy, the Rhine, and efpecially in Flanders, 
where the war was carried on with the greateit 
vigour. 

Spain was in a Hill more diftreffed condition than 
France: all her provinces had been ravaged by ene- 
mies, or protectors. She had been invaded by Por- 
tugal, and all her commerce was deftroyed. There 
was likewife a general fcarcity throughout the king- 
dom ; but this proved more fatal to the conquer- 
ors than the conquered, becaufe, in a confiderable 
part of the country, the people refufed every thing 
to the Auftrians, whilft their afledtions prompted 
them to do all in their powder for Philip. This 
monarch had now neither troops, nor a general, 
from France. The duke of Orleans, by whom his 
tottering condition had been fomewhat recovered, 
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rnftead of continuing to command his armies, was 
become his enemy. It is certain, indeed, that not- 
withllanding the affection of Madrid for Philip, and- 
the attachment of great part of the nobles, and alt 
Gaflille, to his caule, yet he had ftill a formidable 
party in Spain agamft him. All the Catalans, a war- 
like and obftinate people, were ftrongly attached to- 
his competitor; and the half of Arragon was like- 
wife gained over to the fame intereft. One party of 
the people waited the event; another hated the arch- 
duke more than they loved Philip. The duke of 
Orleans, of the fame name with Philip, dilfatisfied 
with the Spaniili miniftry, and more fo with the 
princefs des Urfins, who chiefly governed, began 
now to entertain fome hopes, that he might be able 
to procure for himfclf the kingdom he had been de- 
fending : accordingly when Lewis had propofed to 
abandon his grandfon, and an abdication was talked 
of in Spain, the duke of Orleans thought himfelf 
worthy to fill the throne, which Philip feemed about 
to. renounce. He had pretenfions to the crown of 
Spain, which the teftament of the deceafed king had 
neglefred; but his father had kept up his rights by 
entering a protefL 

By his agents he made a private league with fome 
©f the Spanilh nobles, whereby they engaged to 
place him on the throne, if Philip fhould abdicate. In 
this cafe he would certainly have found many of the 
Spaniards ready to Lnlift under the banners of fo war- 
like a prince. Had this project fucceeded, it could 
not have difpleafed the maritime powers, who would1 

then have had lefs occafion to be afraid of feeing 
France and Spain united under the fame prince; 

and it would likewife have removed fome cbfiacles 
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to the peace. The fcheme was difcovered at Madrid, 
about the beginning of 1709. when the duke of Or- 
leans was at Yerfailles, and his agents in Spain were 
immediately imprifoned. Philip could not forgive his 
relation for imagining that he would abdicate, and 
for having formed a defign to fucceed him. France 
likewife exclaimed againft him; and the dauphin, 
father to Philip V. gave it as his opinion in council, 
that he ought to be proceeded againft as guilty of 
high treafon: but the king chofe rather to bury in 
filence this unformed and excufable proje£t, than to 
puniih his nephew at a time when his grandfon was 
on the brink of deftruflion. 

At laft about the time the battle of Saragofla was 
fought, the king of Spain’s council, and moft of 
the nobles, being fenfible they had no able com- 
mander to oppofe againft Staremberg, who was re- 
garded as another Eugene, they wrote in a body 
to Lewis XIV. intreating he would fend them the 
duke of Vendome. This prince, wrho had retired to 
Anet, accordingly departed. His prefence was equal 
to an army. The great reputation he had acquired 
in Italy, not impaired by his unfortunate campaign 
at Lifte, ftruck the Spaniards with admiration. His 
popularity, his liberality, which even extended to 
profufion, his opennefs of temper, and his love for 
the foldiery, gained him univerfal efteem. As foon 
as he fet foot in Spain, it happened to him as for- 
merly to Bertrand du Guefclin; his name alone 
drew numbers of volunteers. He wranted money; 
and this he was fupplied with by the boroughs, ci- 
ties, and religious houfes. The whole nation was 
feized> with a fpirit of enthufiafm. The broken re- 
mains of the battle of Saragolfa were again brought 
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together, and vmited under him at Valadolid; and 
every part of Spain was eager to furnilh. him with 
recruits. The duke de Vendome, being refolved 
not to fuffer this ardour to cool, purfued the con- 
querors, brought back the king to Madrid, and 
obliged the enemy to retire to Portugal. He ffill 
followed them, forded the Tagus, took Stanhope pri- 
foner at Brihuega, with five thoufand Englilh, came 
up with general Staremberg, and the very next day 
gave him battle at Villaviciofa. Philip V. who had 
never yet fought in perfon with his other generals, 
being animated by the fpirit of Vendome, put him- 
felf at the head of the right wing, and the general 
commanded the left. Here they gained fo com- 
plete a victory, that, in the fpace of four months, 
this prince, who, at his a naval, found every thing 
in the mod: defperate fituation, reftored perfect 

' quiet, and fettled for ever the crown of Spain on 
Philip. 

Whilft this great revolution aftonifhcd the al- 
lies, another lefs diftinguifhed, though not lefs 
decifive, was forming in England. Sarah Jennings, 
duchefs of Marlborough, intirely ruled queen 
Anne, and the duke governed the nation. He 
had the treafury at his command, by means of 
Godolphin the lord high treafurer, father-in-law to 
one of his daughters: he wholly influenced the 
council by means of Sunderland his fon-in-law, fe- 
cretary of date; and the queen’s houfliold, where 
his wife prelided, was at his devotion. He was 
abfolute mader of the army, all the pods in it being 
in his difpofal. The Whigs and Tories were the two 
parties which then divided England; the former, of 
which Marlborough was the head, refufed nothing 
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to promote his grandeur; and die latter were forced 
to admire him, and be filent. It may not be un- 
worthy of hiftory to take notice, that the duke and 
duchefs were the moft graceful perfons of their time; 
and that this outward advantage not a little attracts 
the multitude, efpecially when joined to honour and 
glory. 

He had even more interefl at the Hague than the 
grand penfionary; and his influence in Germany was 
conliderable, being always as fuccefsful a negotiator 
as a general; no private perfon had ever fo extenfive 
a power, or fo high a glory. He might alfo flreng- 
then his power by that immenfe \\ ealth which he ac- 
quired in his command. I have heard it faid by his 
widow, that, after four children had their patrimo- 
nies, there remained, exclufive of any court favour, 
a yearly income of fcventy thoufand pounds, equal 
to about one million five hundred thoufand livres 
of the prefent French money. Had not his parfi- 
mony been equal to his grandeur, he might have 
formed a party the queen would have been unable 
to deftroy: and if his duchefs had had a little more 
condefcenlion, the queen would never have fliaken 
off her fetters. But the duke could not overcome 
his paflion for riches, nor the duchefs give up her 
humour. The queen had loved her to fuch a degree, 
as to be under a perfect fubjedlion to her will. In 
fuch connexions, difgufl generally proceeds from the 
perfon who has the greateft afeendant. Caprice, haugh- 
tinefs, and an abufe of this fuperiority, often ren- 
der the yoke intolerable, and the duchefs of Marl- 
borough carried them to the highcil degree. The 
queen began to look about for another favourite, 
and turned her eyes upon Mrs. Malhap^. The 
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duchefs was now roufed with jealoufy. Some gloves 

of a particular make, which (he hadrefufed the queen, 
and a bafon of water, (he, with affected carelelfnefs, 
in her majefly’s prefence, let fall on lady Mafham’s 
gown, gave a turn to the aifairs of Europe. The 
queen and duchefs became now highly incenfed a- 
gainfl each other. The new favourite’s brother fo- 
liated the duke for a regiment: he refufed this re- 
queft, and the queen granted it. The Tories fei/.ed 
this opportunity to deliver the queen from her do- 
mcllic llavery; to humble the power of Marlbo- 
rough ; to make a change in the miniftry; to con- 
clude a peace; and, if poilible, to reftore the Stuart 
family to the throne of England. Had the duchefs 
been a little more pliant in her difpofition, (he might 
have regained her influence. Her majefty, and (he, 
had been accuftomed to write to each other under 
fictitious names. This myfterious and familiar cor- 
refpondence left a channel always open for recon- 
ciliation; but the duchefs ufed this only to widen 
the breach. She wrote in an imperious manner, fay- 
ing in her letter, “ Do me juftice, and give me no 
“ anfwer.” She afterwards repented, and, in tears, 
came to afk pardon. The queen made her no other 
reply than this: “ You have ordered me to give 

you no anfwer, and I will obey.” The rup- 
ture being now irreparable, the duchefs appeared 
no more at court. Some time after, they began 
with turning Sunderland out of the miniftry, in or- 
der next to difplace Godolphin, and then the duke 
himfelf. In other kingdoms, this is termed a dif- 
grace; but, in England, it is a change of miniftry. 
This, however, was extremely difficult to bring 
about. The Tories, though mailers of the queen, 
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were not fo of the kingdom. They were obliged 
to have recourfe to religion ; of which they have 
no more at prefent in Great Britain than the little 
which is wanted to diftinguifh parties. The Whigs 
inclined to prefbyterianifm : this was the party which 
had dethroned James II. perfecuted Charles II. and 
beheaded his father. The Tories, were for epifco- 
pacy, which favoured the houfe of Stuart, and want- 
ed to ellablifh the doctrine of paffive obedience to- 
wards kings, the bifhops expe&ing thereby to pro- 
cure a greater fubmiflion to themfelves. They fpi- 
rited a preacher to enforce this doftrine in the ca- 
thedral of Saint Paul’s, to paint the adminiftration 
of Marlborough in the moft odious colours, and to 
blacken the whole party, which had fixed the crown 
on king William. But the queen, though ihe favour- 
ed this prieft, had not a fufficient power to hinder 
his fermon being publicly burnt, and himfelf lilenced 
for three years, by both houfes of parliament. The 
queen was fiill more fenfible of her weaknels, when 
Ihe found, that notwithllanding her fecret afieffion 
for her own blood, Ihe durfi: not open the pafiage 
to the throne, fliut againft her brother by the Whigs. 
Thofe writers, who fay that Marlborough, and his 
party, fell as foon as the queen withdrew her favour, 
feem not to be acquainted with the con Hi tut ion of 
England. The queen, though ftrongly inclined to a 
peace, dared not even to remove Marlborough from 
the command; and, in the fpring of i 7 i i. he ftill 
continued to harafs France, notwithfianding his dif- 
grace at court. Propofals of peace from France 
were fecretly offered at London ; but the queen’s 
new minifiry durfi: not yet accept of them. 

V o l. I. H h 
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A new event, as unexpected as many others, 
effected this grand work. This was the death of 
the emperor Jofeph (c), who left all the dominions 
of the Auftrian family, the empire of Germany, 
and his pretenfions on Spain and America, to his 
brother Charles, who was eleCted emperor of the 
Romans a few months after. 

As foon as the emperor’s death was known, thole 
prejudices, which had armed fo many nations, began 
now to be diifipated in England, by means of the 
new miniftry. Great pains had been taken to hinder 
Lewis XIV. from governing Spain, America, Lom- 
bardy, the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, under the 
name of his grandfon; and why fliould they now 
wifli to fee lb many dominions united in the houfe of 
Charles VI. ? Vhyfhould the Engliih nation exhault 
their treafures? They contributed more than Holland 
and Germany together; and the expence of the pre- 
fent year amounted to fevcn millions flerling. Mull 
Great Britain ruin herfelf in a caufe in which fhe was 
fo little interefted, and to procure a part of Flanders 
for the United Provinces, her rivals in commerce? 
Theft conliderations, which emboldened the queen, 
opened the eyes of great part of the nation; and a 
new' parliament being called, Ihe was now at liberty 
to make preparations for the peace of Europe. 

But though fhe was fecretly endeavouring to 
bring it about, Ihe could hot yet publicly difengage 
herfelf from her allies; and w hi 111: private negotia- 
tions for a peace were tranfaCHng in the cabinet, 
Marlborough w'as carrying on hohilities in the field. 
He made continual advances in Flanders, and forced 
the lines which marihai Yillars had drawn from 

(c) April 17. 1711. 
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Montrenil to Valenciennes: he took Bouchain, and 
advanced as far asQuefnoi (d); from whence to Paris 
there was hardly a fmglc fort to oppofe him. 

It was at this unfortunate time, that the famous 
Gue-trouin, by his courage, and the affiftance of 
fome merchants, having no rank in the navy, and 
owing every thing to himfelf, equipt a fleet, and 
took St. Sebaftian de Rio Janeiro (e), one of the 
principal towns in Brafil. He returned loaded with 
riches; but the Portuguefe loft more than he gained. 
All this damage, however, done at Brafil, proved no 
remedy to the misfortunes of France. 

The vi&ory gained at Denain by marfhal 

Villars. The affairs of France retrieved. 

A general peace concluded. 

H E negotiations for a peace were now public- 
ly entered upon at London. The queen lent 

the earl of Strafford embaflador to Holland, to lay 
before the ftates the propolals of Lewis XIV. It 
was not Marlborough they had now to folicit; for 
Strafford obliged the Dutch to name plenipotentia- 
ries, and to receive thofe of France. 

There w'ere three eminent men who ftill oppofed 
this peace. Marlborough, prince Eugene, and Hein* 
fius, perfifted in their refolution to diftrefs Lewis 

CHAPTER XXII. 

(e) Sept, and Oft. lyn. 
H h 2 

(d) Sept. 171 j. 
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XIV. But the Engliih general, upon his return 
to London, towards the end of i 71 i. was divert- 
ed of all his employments. He found a new houfe 
of commons ; nor had he now a majority amongrt 
the lords; for the queen, having created feveral 
peers, had thereby weakened the duke’s party, and 
made an acceffion to that of the crown. Like ScL- 
plo, he was accufcd of mifdemeanours; but he ex- 
tricated hiinfeif, like him, by his glory, and by 
retiring. However, he was rtill powerful in his 
dll grace. Prince Eugene fcrupled not to come over 
to London to artift his party. This prince met with 
fuch a reception as his rank and dirtinguilhed merit 
deferved; and the refufal due to his propofitions. 
The court prevailed : prince Eugene returned alone 
to nnith the war; and, having no companion to 
fiiare the honour, this was a freilt incitement to 
him, to hope for new victories. 

Whilrt the conferences were carrying on at Ut- 
recht, where the French minifters, who had been fo 
haughtily treated at Gertrudenberg, came now to 
negotiate on more equal terms; marlhal Villars, 
having retired behind his lines, covered Arras and 
Cambray. Prince Eugene took the town of Quef- 
noy, and extended in the country an army of about 
an hundred thoufand men. The Dutch had made 
an extraordinary effort; and though hitherto they 
had not borne the expence they had agreed to in the 
war, yet this year they even furniihed beyond their 
contingent. Queen Anne could not yet openly dif- 
engage herfelf. She had fent the duke of Ormond, 
with twelve tboufand Englirtt, to prince Eugene's 
army, and ftill retained in her pay a confiderable 
body of Germans. Prince Eugene, having burnt 
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the fuburbs of Arras, marched again ft the French 
army, and propofed to the duke of Ormond to give 
battle : but the Englilh general had been fent thither 
with orders not to light. Mean while, the particular 
negotiations of France and England advanced, and 
a fufpenfion of arms was proclaimed betwixt the 
two crowns. Lewis XIV. put Dunkirk into the 
hands of the Englifh, as a furety that he would 
perform his engagements. The duke of Ormond 
retired towards Ghent: he carried with him all the 
Englilh troops, and wanted likewife to have drawn 
off thofe in his miftrefs’s pay; but he could only 
procure twelve regiments of Holflein, and a regi- 
ment of Liege to follow him. The troops of 
Brandenbourg, the Palatinate, Saxony, Heffe, and 
Denmark, ftill remained under prince Eugene, and 
were paid by the Dutch. Even the eleftor of Ha- 
nover, who was to fucceed queen Anne, left his 
troops with the allies in fpite of her ; {hewing there-, 
by, that, though his family expefted the crown of 
England, they did not build their hopes on any fa- 
vour from the queen. 

Prince Eugene, though deprived of the Englifn,. 
was {fill fuperior to the French army by.twenty 
thoufand men: he was fo too by his fituation, by 
his having plenty of every thing, and by a courfe 
of victories for nine years. 

Marshal Villars could not hinder him from be- 
lieging Landrecy. France, being drained of men 
and money, was in the utmoft conflernation; nor 
could the French depend greatly on the conferences 
at Utrecht, fince the fuccefs of prince Eugene might 
render them all ineffectual. Confiderable detach.- 

H. h 3 
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itients of the enemy had already ravaged part of 
Champagne, and penetrated even to the gates of 
Rheims. 

There was now a general alarm in Verfailles, 
and throughout the whole kingdom. About a year 
afterwards happened the death of the king’s only 
fon : the duke and duchefs of Burgundy with their 
eldeft fon, being taken off fuddenly in a few months 
after, were carried to their graves in the fame 
hearfe ^ the younged of their children was likewife 
at the point of death. Thefe domeflic misfortunes, 
joined to thofe abroad, and the public mifery, made 
the end of Lewis’s reign appear as a period deftined 
for calamity; and the French now expected more 
misfortunes, than they had before feen glory and 
grandeur. 

About this very time, the duke de Vendome died 
in Spain. That fpirit of deje&ion and defpondency 
which prevailed through all France, and which I 
myfelf remember, made every one apprehenfive, 
that Spain, hitherto fupported by Vendome, would 
now be loft by his death. 

Landrecy could not hold out long. It was even 
debated in council at Verfailles, whether the king 
ihould not retire to Chambord. Upon this occafion, 
Ws majefty told marfhal d’Harcourt, that, in cafe 
of any new misfortune, he would fummon together 
all the nobility of his kingdom, and, notwithftand- 
ing he was in his feventy-fourth year, would lead 
them on againft the enemy, and die at the head of 
bis. army. 

A miftake of prince Eugene delivered the king, 
and the whole kingdom from their perplexities. 
It is faid that his lines were too much extended; 
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that his magazine of flores in Marchiennes was at 
too great a diftance; and that general Albemarle, 
polled at Denain, betwixt Marchiennes and the 
prince’s camp, was not properly fituated to be 
fpeedily fuccoured, if attacked. I have been alfured, 
that a very beautiful Italian lady, whom I faw fome 
time after at the Hague, and who was then kept 
by prince Eugene, refided at the Marchiennes; and 
that Ibe was the caufe of the magazine being fixed 
at this place. It feems not to be doing juflice to 
prince Eugene, to imagine that a woman Ihould 
influence his military difpofitions. Thofe who know, 
that a curate, together with a counfellor of Douay, 
named le Fevre d’Orval, walking towards thefe parts, 
were the firft who projefted the attack on Denam 
and Marchiennes, may better demonflrate, from 
this fafl, by what fecret and weak fprings the great- 
efl: affairs of this world are often directed. Le Fevre 
gave his opinion to the governor of the province; 
he communicated it to marlhal Montefquieu, who 
commanded under 'Villars. The general approved 
of it, and put it in execution. This aflion proved, 
in effeft, the fafety of France, more than the peace 
with England. Marihal Villars gave prince Eugene 
the flip; he ordered a body of dragoons to advance 
in fight of the enemy’s camp, as if they were about 
to attack it; and whillt thefe retired towards Guife, 
the marlhal marched to Denain («) with his army, 
in five columns and forced the intrenchments of 
general Albemarle, defended by feventeen battalions, 
who were all killed or taken. The general furren- 
dered himfelf a prifoner, together with two princes 
of Naflau, a prince of Holflein, a prince of Anhalt, 

(a) July *4- J7J1. 
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and all the officers. Prince Eugene haftened with 
what troops he could get, but did not arrive till 
the action was over: he went to attack a bridge 
leading to Denain, which the French guarded; but 
in this attempt he loft moft of his men, and was 
obliged to return to his camp, after being a wit- 
nefs of this defeat. 

All the ports towards Marchiennes, along the 
Scarpe, were carried one after another, with great 
rapidity.. The French now advanced to Marchi- 
ennes, defended by four thoufand men: they be- 
iieged the place with fo much vigour, that, in 
three days, the whole garifon were made prifon- 
ers (b), together with all the provifions, and war- 
like (lores, which the enemy had amafied for the 
campaign. Marfbal Villars had now intirely the 
fuperiority. The enemy, being difconcerted, raifed 
the fiege of Landrecy, and fuffered Douay, Qiief- 
noy, and Bouchain, to be retaken (c), fo that the 
frontiers were now in fecurity. The army of prince 
Eugene retreated, after having loft fifty battalions; 
forty of which, from the battle of Denain to the 
end of the campaign, had at different times been 
taken prifoners. The moft ftgnal v'nftcry could 
not have produced greater advantages. 

If marfhal Villars had had the popularity of fome 
other generals, he muft now have been extolled as 
the deliverer of his country; but his fervices were 
hardly acknowleged; and amidft the public joy for 
this unexpeflcd fuccefs, envy was ftill predominant. 

Every ftep of Villars haftened the peace of Ut- 
recht. The miniftry of queen Anne, accountable 
to their own country, as well as Europe, neglected 

(b) July 30. 17m. (cj Scpt„and Oft, 171** 
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neither the intcreft of England, nor that of their 
allies, nor the public fafety. They, in the firft 
place, infilled, that Philip V. eftablilhed in Spain, 
Ihould renounce all his pretenlions to the crown of 
France, which he had always maintained; and that 
his brother the duke de Berri, heir apparent to the 
crown of France, after Lewis’s only great grandfon, 
who was almoft at the point of death, Ihould like- 
wife renounce all claim to the crown of Spain, in 
cafe he became king of France. The fame renun- 
ciation was alfo required of the duke of Orleans. 
But the late war, of twelve years continuance, pro- 
ved the weaknefs of fuch ties upon mankind. There 
is as yet no law acknowleged, which can oblige the 
defeendants to deprive themfelves of the right of 
reigning, though their fathers may have renounced 
it. Such renunciations are of no efficacy, but when 
the common interefl: agrees with them. However, 
for a little, they calmed a form which had continued 
for twelve years; and it was very probable, that 
the time would come when feveral nations would 
endeavour to maintain thefe renunciations, now 
become the bafis of the balance and tranquillity of 
Europe. 

By this treaty they gave the duke of Savoy the 
illand of Sicily, with the title of king; and, on the 
continent, Feneftrelles, Exilles, with the valley of 
Pragilas; thus they aggrandized him at the expence 
of the houfe of Bourbon. 

The)f affigned the Dutch a confiderable barrier, 
which they had always defired; and as they had ta- 
ken fome territories from the houfe of Bourbon in 
favour of the duke of Savoy, fo likewife they in- 
croached a little on the rights of the Auftrian fa- 
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mily, to fatisfy the Dutch, who, at the expence of 
this houfe, were now to become the governors and 
mafters of the ftrongeft towns in Flanders. The com- 
mercial intereft of Holland was taken care of; and 
articles were likewifeflipulated in favour ofPortugal. 

To the emperor was allotted the fovereignty of 
the Ten provinces in Spanifh Flanders, and the 
important government of the barrier towns. He 
had likewife confirmed to him the kingdom of 
Naples and Sardinia, with all his pofielfions in Lom- 
bardy, and the four fea-ports on the coafts of Tuf- 
cany: but the council of Vienna, looking upon 
themfelves as aggrieved, would not agree to thefe 
conditions. 

In regard to Great Britain, her intereft and glory 
were intirely fecured. She procured, as one article, 
that the harbour of Dunkirk, which had been the 
caufe of fo many jealoufies, flrould be demolifhed 
and filled up. Spain left her in the pofieffion of 
Gibraltar and Minorca. France gave up to her 
Hudfon’s-Bay, the ifland of Newfoundland, and 
Acadia. As to her trade in America, fne even ob- 
tained privileges not granted to the French, who 
placed Philip V. on the throne. We muft likewife 
afcribe to the Englifh miniftry, as a moft glorious 
article, their obliging Lewis XIV. to fet at liberty 
thofe of his fubjefts, who had been confined for 
their religious principles. This was, indeed, to dictate 
laws; but fuch, however, as were perfeftly equitable. 

Queen Anne, at laft, facrificing the rights of 

blood, and the fecret inclinations of her heart, to 
the good of her country, ufed her intereft to have 
the fucceffion fettled, and properly fecured, upon 
the houfe of Hanover. 
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As to die electors of Bavaria and Cologn, the 
duke of Bavaria was to keep the duchy of Luxem- 
bourg, and county of Namur, till he and his bro- 
ther were re-eftabli(hed in their ele&orates; for 
Spain had given up thefe two fovereignties to the 
Bavarian, as a recompence for his lolfes; and the 
allies had neither taken Namur nor Luxembourg. 

As to France, who agreed to demolifh Dunkirk, 
and to give up fo many places in Flanders, formerly 
conquered by her arms, and confirmed by the trea- 
ties of Nimigen and Ryfwick, Ihe had given up to 
her Lifle, Aire, Bethune, and Saint-Venant. 

Thus it appeared, that the Englifh minifhy ren- 
dered juftice to all parties; but they themfelves did 
not meet with the like candour from the Whigs. 
One half of the Engliflr nation foon after infulted 
the memory of queen Anne, for having done one 
of the greateft and beft aftions that can ever be in 
the power of a fovereign, that of reftoring peace to 
fo many nations. She was reproached, in that {he 
might eafily have difmembered France, and yet 
neglected the opportunity. 

All thefe treaties were figned one after another, in 
the year 1713. The emperor, either through the 
obllinacy of prince Eugene, or the bad policy of 
his council, entered not into any of thefe negotia- 
tions: he might certainly have had Landau, and 
perhaps Strafbourg, had he at firft come readily in- 
to the meafures of queen Anne ; but he remained 
obllinate for war, and had nothing. Marlhal Vil- 
lars, having fecured what remained of the French 
Flanders, marched towards the Rhine; and, after 
having made himfelf mailer of Spires, Worms, and 
all the adjacent country, took Landau, the fame 
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which the emperor might have preferved by a 
peace (d). He forced the intrenchments which 
prince Eugene had drawn in the Brifgaw, and de- 
feated marihal Vaubonne within his lines (<?). He 
likewife befieged and took Fribourg (f ), the me- 
tropolis of Upper Auftria. 

The council of Vienna were, on all fides, ex- 
tremely urgent for the fuccours promifed by the 
circles of the Empire. Thefe reinforcements, how- 
ever, did not arrive; and the emperor at laft be- 
came fenlible, that without England and Holland, 
he could not oppofe France; and he refolved, when 
too late, to make peace. 

Marihal Villars, having thus concluded the war, 
had likewife the honour of concluding a peace at 
Raftadt with prince Eugene. This was, perhaps, 
the firft inftance of two generals meeting, at the 
end of a campaign, to treat in the name of their 
mailers. Upon this occalion, they both behaved 
with that eafy freedom peculiar to their charafters. 
I have heard marihal Villars fay, that the following 
was one of his hrll exprellions to prince Eugene: 
u Sir, we are not enemies to each other; your ene- 
« mies are at Vienna, and mine at Verfailles.” Both, 
indeed, had always factions to Itruggle againft at 
their own courts. 

In this treaty no mention was made of the rights 
which the emperor pretended upon the monarchy of 
Spain, nor the empty title of Catholic king, which 
Charles VI. always alfumed, whilft Philip V. had 
the kingdom. Lewis XIV. Hill kept Stralbourg 
and Landau, which he had before propofed to relign, 
together with Hunninguen and new Brifac, which 

(i) Aug. 10. 1713. (ej Sept. io. f/J Oft- 3°* 
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he had offered to demolifh; and he ftill retained the 
fovereignty of Alface, which formerly he would 
have renounced : and what was moft honourable, 
he got the electors of Bavaria and Cologn re-efla- 
blilhed in their dominions and honours. 

It is very remarkable, that France, in all her 
treaties with the emperors, always protected the 
rights of the princes and Bates of the empire. She 
laid the foundation of the Germanic liberty at Mun- 
fler, and got an eighth electorate created for the 
houfe of Bavaria. The treaty of Mrnigen con- 
firmed that of Weftphalia. By the treaty of Ryf- 
wick, France procured the cardinal de Furflem- 
burg the reftoration of all his pofleffions; and now, 
by the peace of Utrecht, {he re-eftablifhed the ’two 
electors. It muft be owned, that in all this nego- 
tiation, which terminated fo long a difpute, France 
received the law from England, and, in her turn, 
gave it to the Empire. 

The hiftorical memoirs of thefe times, from whence 
moft of the hiftorics of Lewis XIV. have been com- 
piled, fay, that prince Eugene, at the concluiion 
of the conferences, begged the duke de Villars, in 
his name, to embrace Lewis’s knees, and to prefent 
that monarch with the moft profound and fincere 
refpeefs “ of a fubject to his fovereign.” But, in 
the firft place, it cannot be laid, that a prince, the 
grandfon of a prince, is the fubjeft of another prince, 
becaufe he was born in his dominions. Secondly, it 
is ftill lefs conliftent, that prince Eugene, tire gene- 
raliiTimo of the empire, fhould call himfelf a ft b- 
ject of the French monarch. 

Mean while, each power took pofteffion of their 
V o l. I. II 
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new rights. The duke of Savoy got himfelf ac- 
knowleged in Sicily, without confulting the empe- 
ror, who in vain complained. Lewis fent his troops 
to take polTclhon of Lifle. The Dutch feized upon 
the barrier towns; and the ftates of the country 
gave them one million two hundred and fifty thou- 
fand fiorins annually, for being mafiers of Flanders. 
Lewis ordered the harbour of Dunkirk to be filled 
up, the citadel to be rafed, and all the fortifications, 
and the mole to be deftroyed, in fight of the Englifh 
commifi'ary. The Dunkirkers, now feeing their 
commerce intirely ruined, fent a deputation of their 
number to London to implore the clemency of queen 
Anne. It was not a little mortifying to Lewis XIV. 
that his fubjefls fhould go to folicit the favour of 
a queen of England; but it was ftiil more mortify- 
ing to them, that the queen was obliged to refufe 
their requeefi. 

The king, fome time after, caufed the canal of 
Mardyke to be inlarged; and, by means of the 
Unices, an harbour was foon made, faid to be equal 
to that of Dunkirk. The earl of Stair, embafiador 
from England, made warm remonfirances to Lewis 
on that account. It is faid, in one of the befi: books 
extant, that his majefty made this reply to lord 
Stair: Mr. Embafiador, I have always been mailer 
“ in my own kingdom, and fometimes in others; 
« do not remind me of this.” I am quite cer- 
tain, that Lewis never made fo unfuitable an an- 
fwcr. He had never been mailer of the Englifh; 
but was the fartheft from it that could be. He 
Was always indeed mailer in his own dominions: 
but the quellion is, whether he was fo far mailer, 
a s to be able to elude a treaty, to which he owed his 
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prefent tranquillity, and, perhaps the greateft part 
of his kingdom. It is however certain, that he 
immediately put a Hop to the works at Mardyke.; 
and thus yielded to the embaflador’s reprelenta* 
tions, inflead of treating them with difregard. All 
that had been done at Mardyke, was foon after de- 
molifhed, during the regency, and the treaty ful- 
filled in every particular. 

Notwithftanding this peace of Utrecht, and that 
of Raftadt, Philip V. did not enjoy all the Spanilh 
monarchy; he had flill Catalonia to fubdue, as well 
as die idands of Majorca and Ivica. 

Here I muft take notice, that the emperor Charles 
had left his wife at Barcelona; and, not being able 
to fupport the war in Spain, nor willing to give up 
his rights, and accept of the peace of Utrecht, had 
agreed with queen Anne, that the emprefs and her 
troops, being of no more fervice in Catalonia, 
fhould be embarked in Englifli veflels. Catalonia 
was accordingly evacuated; and Staremberg, at 
his departure, refigned the title of viceroy. But 
he left all the feeds of a civil war; and the hopes 
of a fpeedy relief from the emperor, and even from 
England. Thofe who had then the greateft influ- 
ence in that province, imagined they might now 
form a republic under a foreign protection; and 
that the Spaniflr monarch would not be able to re- 
duce them. They now difplayed the fame cha- 
racter which Tacitus afcribed to them fo long 
ago: “ An intrepid people, “ fays that hiftorian, 
“ who look upon life as nothing, when not em- 
“ ployed in fighting.” 

Had they exerted themfelves as much for Philip 
I i 2 
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V. their king, as they did againft him, the archduke 
would never have contended for Spain. They 
Ciewed plainly, by their obftinate refiltance, that 
Philip V. though difengaged of his competitor, 
could not alone reduce them. Lewis XIV. who, 
towards the clofc of the war, could neither furnifii 
his grandfon with (hips nor foldiers againft Charles, 
now fupplied him with both to quell his revolted 
fubje&s. The port of Barcelona was blocked up 
with a French fteet, and marftial Berwick belxeged 
it by land. 

The queen of Great Britain, faithful to her trea- 
ties, did not fuccour this town. The emperor pro- 
mifed, but fent no fuccour: the befteged defended 
tbemfelves with a courage fupported by a kind of 
fanatical madnefs. The priefts and monks ran to 
arms, and mounted the breaches, as if they fought 
for religion. The phantom of liberty rendered 
them deaf to all the offers made by their mafter. 
More than five hundred ecclefiaftics loft their lives 
in arms at this fiege; and we may eafily judge from 
thence, whether their difeourfe and example had not 
greatly animated the people. 

They hung out a black flag from the breach, and 
bore feveral aflaults in a furprifing manner. The 
affailants having at laft forced their way, the be- 
fieged fought from ftreet to ftreet: when the old 
town was taken, they retired to the new; and, in 
capitulating, they ftill demanded the prefervation 
qf their rights (g). However, they only obtained 
their lives and properties; for moft of their privi- 
leges were taken away. Sixty monks were con- 
demned to the galleys; and this was the only ven- 

C?) September 11. i7J4- 
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geance taken. Philip V. had treated the little town 
of Xativa more feverely in the courfe of this war: 
he had rafed it to the very foundation, as an example 
to deter others. But though an inconfiderable place 
might be thus deflroyed, it would have been ex- 
tremely impolitic to demolifh a large town, with lb 
fine a port, and fo beneficial to the whole kingdom. 

This fury of the Catalans, which had not infpired 
them when Charles VI. was amongfi: them, but 
tranfported them to fuch a degree, when defiitute of 
affiftance, was the laft flame of that fire which had 
laid wafle the moft beautiful part of Europe, for fo 
confiderable a time, occafioned by the will of 
Charles II. king of Spain. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

The Pate of Europe, from the peace of 

Utrecht to the year 1 750. 

I Shall continue to call this a civil war. The 
duke of Savoy was in arms againft his two daugh- 

ters. The prince de Vaudemont, who efpoufed the 
caufe of the archduke Charles, had like to have taken 
prifoner his own father in Lombardy, who was in 
the intereft of Philip V. Spain had been divided into 
factions; and whole regiments of French Calvinffts 
had ferved againfl: their native country. It was, in- 
Ihort, for a fucceffion amongft relations, that a ge- 
neral war had been commenced; and it muff like- 
wife be obferved, that queen Anne excluded from 

I i 3 
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the throne her own brother, whom Lewis protected, 
and whom the was obliged to profcribe. 

Human prudence and expectations were defeated 
in this war, as they generally are in every thing. 
Charles VI. though twice proclaimed at Madrid, 
was driven out of Spain. Lewis XIV. when ready 
to fink, recovered by the unexpected broils in Eng- 
land. The council of Spain who had called the duke 
of Anjou to the throne, only to prevent their mon- 
archy from being difmembered, faw it {fill divided. 

Lombardy, and part of Flanders, remained to the 
houfe of Auitria : the houfe of Pruffia had likewife 
a fmall part of Flanders: the Dutch had the fove- 
reignty of another; and a fourth part was left in 
poirdhon of the French. Thus the inheritance of 
the houfe of Burgundy was divided amongft four 
powers ; and the houfe which feemed to have moft 
right, did not preferve one acre in the Spanifh do- 
minions. Sardinia, though of little importance to the 
emperor, remained to him for fome time. He alfo 
for fome time poffefied Naples, that grand fief 
of Rome, which is fo often, and fo eafily feized. 
The duke of Savoy had Sicily for four years, keep- 
ing it chiefly to maintain againft the pope an ex- 
traordinary, but ancient right of being pope himfelf 
in this illand; that is, of being almoft in every point, 
aefolute fovereign in matters of religion. 

The weaknefs of human policy appeared ftillmore 
after the peace of Utrecht, than during the war. It 
is certain, that the new mini dry of queen Anne had 
fecretly formed a fcheme for eflabiilhing the fon of 
Jo rues II. on the throne. Queen Anne herfelf, in- 
fluenced by her miniders, began to liden to the voice 
of nature, and entered into the defign of fettling the 
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fucceffion on her brother, whom fhe had profcribed 
againft her inclination. Her death, however, pre- 
vented this project being put in execution. The fa- 
mily of Hanover, whom lire looked upon as aliens, 
and diliiked, fucceeded. Her minifters were perfe- 
cuted; and the pretender’s party, having made an 
attempt for him in 1715. were defeated. This re- 
bellion, which if the queen had lived a little longer, 
would have been termed a legal revolution, was pu- 
nifhed by the blood of thofe who were concerned 
in it. 

The good underftanding, and union, betwixt 
France and Spain, which had raifed fuch apprehen- 
fions, and given the alarm to fo many nations, was 
broken olf as foon as Lewis XIV. died. The duke 
of Orleans, regent of France, though irreproachable 
as to his guardianfhip of the young prince, behaved 
as if he himfelf had been to fucceed. He formed a 
ltri£I alliance with England, though reputed the na- 
tural enemy of France, and made an open rupture 
with that branch of the Bourbon family which reign- 
ed at Madrid. Philip. V. who had renounced all 
pretenfions to the crown of France by the late peace, 
raifed, or rather gave the authority of his name to 
raife, feditions in France; which ought to have 
chofen him regent, as he could not reign in that 
kingdom. Thus, after the death of Lewis XIV. all 
the views, negotiations and political meafures, took 
a quite different turn in his family, as well as amongft 
moft of the princes in Europe. 

The regent of France, in concert with the Eng- 
lilh, attacked Spain; fo that the ffrft war of Lewis, 
XV. was undertaken againft his unde, whom Lewis 
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XIV. had fettled on his throne, at the expence of 
fo much blood. 

During the courfe of this fnort war, the Spanifh 
miniftry defigned to take advantage of the duke of 
Savoy; who had likevvife formed a fcheme of doing 
fomewhat of the fame nature with regard to the 
emperor. The refult of this chaos of intrigues was, 
that the Spaniards deprived the emperor of Sardinia, 
and the duke of Savoy of Sicily, in 1718.: but 
France having defeated them by land, and the Eng- 
lifn by fea, they were forced to give up Sicily to 
the houfe of Auflxia; and Sardinia was afhgned to 
the dukes of Savoy, who ftiil polfefs it, and bear 
the title of kings of that ifland. 

To fhew by what a blind fatality the affairs of 
this world are often governed, we may obferve, 
that the Ottoman empire, which might have at- 
tacked Germany during the courfe of the long war 
in 1701. deferred it till the conclufion of the 
general peace, and then declared war againft the 
emperor, who had an army of veteran troops, com- 
manded by prince Eugene; who conquered the 
Turks in two memorable battles, and forced them 
to accept of a dishonourable peace: and, as a far- 
ther addition to thefe contradictions, in which all 
affairs abound, this very emperor, viftorious over 
the Turks, could not procure Sicily, without the 
affiftance of the Englifh, and the regent of France. 

But what moft aftonithcd all the courts of Europe^ 
was to fee, fome time after, in 1724. and 1725. 
Philip V. and Charles VI. formerly fo incenfed 
againft each other, now fo clofely united; and af- 
fairs fo turned from their natural courfe, that the 
Spanifh miniftry, for a whole year, intirely governed 
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the court of Vienna. This court, which hitherto 
always exerted herfelf to hinder the Spanifh branch 
of the French family from all accefs into Italy, fo 
far quitted her natural fentiments, as to admit a fon 
of Philip, and Elizabeth of Parma, his fecond wife, 
into Italy; from which it was dcfigned to exclude 
both French and Spaniards. The emperor gave 
up to this younger fon of his competitor, the pof- 
feffion of Parma, Placentia, and the grand duchy 
of Tufeany: and though the fucceffion of thefe do- 
minions was not open, Bon Carlos was admitted 
there, with fix thoufsnd Spaniards; and the ex- 
pence of Spain was only two hundred thouland 
piftoles, given to the court of Vienna. 

This error of the emperor’s council was far from 
being a lucky one; for it coft him dear in the con- 
fequences. The whole of this affair was unnatural: 
two families who had been enemies, formed an 
union, without having any confidence in each other. 
The Engliih, who had done all in their power to 
dethrone Philip V. and had taken from him Minorca 
and Gibraltar, were the mediators in this treaty; and 
it was figned by Ripperda, a Dutchman, who was 
become a duke, and a man of great power in Spain: 
he was foon after difgraced, and went to end his 
days at Morocco, where he endeavoured to efta- 
blifh a new religion. 

Mean while, in France, the regency of the duke 
of Orleans, which feemed likely to be fo full of 
troubles, by means of his fecret enemies, and the 
general diforder of the finances, proved the moft' 
quiet and fortunate. The French had been inured to 
perfect fubmiffion under Lewis XIV. And hence 
arofe the fafety of the regent, and the public tran- 
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quillity. A confpiracy, directed at a didance by car- 
dinal Alberoni, and but ill conducted in France, was 
difeovered, and crufhed in the bud. The parliament, 
which, during the adminiftration of the late queen 
regent, had raifed a civil war, for the places of 
twelve mafters of requefts; and had annulled the 
wills of Lewis XIII. and XIV. with lefs ceremony 
than that of a private perfon, was fcarce at liberty 
to make remonflrances, when the value of their fpecie 
was increafed to three times more than the ufual 
ftandard; and their procedion afoot from the grand 
chamber to the Louvre ferved only to draw upon 
them the railleries of the people. The mod unjud 
edift that had ever been idued, the prohibiting the 
whole inhabitants of a kingdom to keep by them 
above five hundred livres in current coin, raifed not 
the lead commotion. A general want of fpecie, the 
people docking in crouds to the office, to receive 
a little money for the necedary expences of life, in 
exchange for a diferedited paper, which overfpread 
the whole kingdom; feveral perfons fqueezed to 
death in the croud, and their bodies carried by the 
people to the royal palace; all thefe things pro- 
duced no appearance of a fedition. In diort, this 
famous project of Law’s, which had feemed to 
threaten the regency and the kingdom with de- 
druftion, contributed, in reality to the fupport of 
both, by confequences which none had forefeen. 

The paffion for riches, which now feized all ranks 
of people, from the lowTed clafs to the magidrates, 
biffiops, and even princes of the blood, turned the 
minds of every one from all attention to the public 
intered, and all political or ambitious views; for the 
thoughts of every one were now wholly engrofied 
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with the fear of lofmg, and the defire of gaining. 
It was, indeed, a new and furprifing game, wherein 
the whole nation betted againft each other; and, 
having the true fpirit of eager gamefters, they did 
not choofe to quit their play, to difturb the go- 
vernment. It happened, however, which could not 
be forefeen but by petfons of the greateft experi- 
ence and penetration, that a chimerical project pro- 
duced a real commerce, and reftored the India 
company, which had been efiablifhed by the fa- 
mous Colbert, but ruined by the late wars. In 
fhort, though the fortune of many private perfons 
was ruined, yet the nation, in a little time, be- 
came richer, and more flourilhing in commerce. 
This project frarpened the underflanding of the 
people, as civil wars generally excite their courage. 

The diftraction in the finances having ceafed 
with the regency, that in politics alfo fubfided as 
foon as cardinal Fleury came to the head of the 
miniflxy. If there ever was an happy mortal upon 
earth, the cardinal was furely fo. He was looked 
upon as a mofi: amiable man, and perfectly agree- 
able in converfation, even to his feventy-third year; 
and at this age, when others retire from the world, 
he took into his hands the helm of government, and 
was always confidered as a perfon of the bigheft 
wifdom. All his meafures, from 1726. to 1742. 
proved fuccefsful; and he preferved his intellectual 
faculties found, clear, and capable of tranfafting af- 
fairs, even to the ninetieth year of his age. 

' When we confider, that, of a thoufand of our 
cotemporaries, there is very rarely one who arrives 
at this age, we mu ft allow, that Fleuri had a pecu- 
liar defiiny. If his grandeur wTas extraordinary, 
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which having begun fo late, fiionc fuch a confider- 
able time, without any cloud to obfcure it, his mo- 
deration, and fweetnefs of manners, were no lefs 
confpicuous. The riches and magnificence of car- 
dinal d’Amboife, who afpired at the papacy, are 
well known; as well as the arrogant fimplicity of 
Ximenes, who raifed armies at his own expence, 
and who, in the drefs of a monk, faid, that he led 
the nobles of Spain with his cord. Every one is 
likewife acquainted with the regal pomp of Riche- 
lieu, and the immenfe riches amalfed by Mazarin. 
The charafteriftic of cardinal Fleury was modera- 
tion. He was fimple, and frugal, in every parti- 
cular, and always uniform in his behaviour: he had 
nothing high nor elevated in his charafter; which 
was owing to his mildnefs, equanimity, and love of 
order and peace. He proved, that perfons of a 
mild, condefcending, and benevolent temper, are 
befi formed to govern others. 

He let the kingdom quietly repair its Ioffes, and 
grow rich by an extenfive commerce, without 
making any innovation: thus treating the Rate as 
a ftxong and robuft conftitution, which naturally 
recovers of itfelf. 

Political affairs infenfibly returned into their na- 
tural chanel. Happily for Europe, Sir Robert 
Walpole, the prime minifter of England, was of a 
difpofition equally pacific. Thefe two men main- 
tained almoft all Europe in that tranquillity which 
laftcd from the peace of Utrecht to the year 1733.; 
and which was but once interrupted by the fhort war 
in 1718. This was an happy time for all nations, 
who, cultivating commerce and arts with emulation, 
forgot their paft calamities. 
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In thefe tunes two powers arofe, which had been 
hardly mentioned in Europe before this age. The 
one was Run la, which the czar Peter the Great had 
railed out of a ftate of barbarity. This monarchy, 
before his time, confided only in vad defarts, and a 
people without laws, without difcipline, and without 
any ufeful knowlege; fuch as the Tartars have al- 
ways been. This country was fo little known in 
France, that when Lewis, in i 668. received an em- 
balfy from Mufcovy, a medal was druck on the 
occafion, as had been done in memory of the Siamefe 
embalfy. This new' empire, after having humbled 
Sweden, began to have an induence in all affairs, 
and to give law's in the North. 

The fecond pow'er edablidied by force of art, 
and upon lefs extenfive foundations, was Prafiia'. 
It was as yet, however, only in its infancy, and 
had not didinguilhed itfelf. 

The houle of Audria remained almod in the fame 
date in which Ihe had been placed by the peace 
of Utrecht. England dill preferved her power by 
fea, whild that of Holland gradually decayed. This 
little commonw'ealth, become powerful through the 
indolence of other nations, began to decline, be- 
caufe her neighbours now carried on the trade, w hich 
the Dutch before had wholly to themfelves. Sweden 
languifhed, whild Denmark flouri ried. Tpain and 
Portugal were chiefly fupported by America. Italy, 
w'hich was always in a w'eak condition, remained 
divided into as many dates as at the beginning of 
the age, excepting Mantua, annexed to the An- 
drian family. 

Savoy at this time furprifed the world with an 
Vo l. I. K k 
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extraordinary occurrence, which may ferve as a 
grand lei ion to fovereigns. The king of Sardinia, 
duke of Savoy, that Victor Amedeus, who had 
been fometimes an enemy, and fometimes an ally, 
to France aud Aufiria, and whofe inconftancy had 
palfed for policy, being at lafl tired of bufinefs, and 
of himfclf, in the year 1730. and the fixty-fourth 
year of his age, through caprice refigned the 
crown Ire had borne the firfc of his family; and a 
year after, in another fit of caprice, repented of 
this Hep. Neither the company of his mi ft refs, 
who was become his wife, devotion, nor tran- 
quillity, were fufficient employment to a foul like 
his, which, for fifty years, had been bufied in the 
affairs of Europe. He gave a remarkable infiance 
of human frailty, and fhewed how liable the mind 
is to be difffatisfied, either in a private ffation, or on 
a throne. In this age four fovereigns renounced 
their crowns: Chriftina, Cafimir, Philip Y. and 
Victor Amedeus. Philip refumed his againfi: his 
inclination; Cafimir never once thought of it; 
Chriftina had once thoughts of it, upon a difguft 
fire received at Rome; Amedeus was the only 
one who endeavoured by force to re-afeend the 
throne which he had quitted through an un- 
eafinefs of mind. The confequence of this at- 
tempt is w-ell known. His fon, Charles-Emanuel, 
might have acquired a glory fuperior to the poffef- 
fion of any crow n, in reftoring his father what he 
held from him, had his father alone, or the cir- 
cumftances of time, exacted his compliance; but 
an ambitious miftrefs wranted to reign: and all the 
council were under a neceffity to prevent this, and 
even to confine their late fovereign. He died 
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foon after in prifon. It has been faid, though falfe- 
ly, in the memoirs of thefe times, that the court 
of France intended to fend twenty thoufand men to 
ailift the father againft his fon: but neither the ab- 
dication of that prince, nor his effort to regain the 
crown, nor his confinement, nor death, caufed the 
leaf! motion amongft any of the neighbouring na- 
tions. 

All remained peaceable from Ruffia even to Spain, 
till the death of Auguftus II. plunged Europe again 
into frelh troubles and commotions, from which Ihe 
is fo feldom exempted. 

King Staniffaus, father-in-law to Lewis XV. hav- 
ing been already nominated to the fucceflion of Po- 
land in 1 70 4. was elected king in 1733. in the moff 
folemn and legal manner. But the emperor Charles 
VI. procured another election, which was fupported 
by his own arms, and thofe of Ruffia; and a fon 
of the late king of Poland, eleftor of Saxony, who 
had married a niece of Charles VI. carried it againft 
his competitor. Thus the houfe of Auftria, which 
had not been able to preferve Spain and the Weft- 
Indies, and which could not even fettle a trading 
company at Offend, yet had fufficient intereft to 
deprive the father-in-law of Lewis XV. of the 
crown. France beheld a fecond example of what 
had formerly happened to prince Armand de Conti; 
who, having been folemnly elefted, but having 
neither money nor troops, and being rather re- 
commended than fnpported, loft the crown to 
which he had been elefted 

King Staniftaus went to Dantzick, to fupport his 
eleftion : but the great majority in his favour foon 

K k 2 
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yielded to the great majority againft him. This coun- 
try, where the people are llaves, where the nobility 
fell their votes, where they never have a fufficient 
treafury to maintain an army, where the laws are 
without force, and where liberty is only productive 
of divifions; this country, I fay, boafted in vain of 
its warlike nobility, who could bring into the field 
an army of an hundred thoufand men on horfe- 
back. Ten thoufand Ruffians at once put to 
flight all who were aifembled in favour of Stani- 
llaus. The Poliffi nation, who, the preceding age, 
looked upon the Ruffians with the utmoft contempt, 
now1 dreaded them, and followred the meafures they 
dictated. The empire of Ruffia had become formi- 
dable ever fince the time of Peter the Great. Ten 
thoufand difeiplined Ruffian Haves difperfed the 
whole nobility and gentry of Poland; and king 
Staniflaus, having taken flicker in Dantzick, wras 
very foon befieged there by an army of thirty thou- 
fand men. 

The emperor of Germany, being in union with 
Ruffia, was almoft fure of fuccefs. In order to keep 
an equal balance, France ought to have fent a nu- 
merous army by fea; but England, as foon as (lie 
had feen fuch vaft preparations, would have declared 
herfelf. Cardinal Fleury, who took particular care 
to keep England quiet, w'as neither willing to fuf- 
fer the fhame of deferring Stanillaus, nor did he 
choofe to venture too great a force to fuccour him. 
He fent a fleet w ith fifteen hundred men, under the 
command of a brigadier. The officer imagined, 
that nothing was in earnefl defigned; and when 
he approached Dantzick, thinking he fhould fa- 
crifice his men to no manner of purpofe, he put 
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into Denmark to refrefh. The count de Plelo, 
embaHador from France at the Danifh court, was 
highly enraged at this retreat, and looked upon it 
as diihonourable. He was a youth, who, having 
ftudied the belles letters and philofophy, had im- 
bibed the mod heroic fentiments, and fuch as me- 
rited a better fate than he met with. He refolved 
to fuccour Dantzick againft fo numerous an army 
with this fmall force, or to die in the attempt. Be- 
fore his embarkation, he wrote a letter to one of 
the fecretaries of date, which ended with thefe 
words: “ I am certain I (hall not return: I there- 
“ fore recommend my wife and children to your 
“ care.'’ He arrived in the road of Dantzick, and, 
having difembarked, be attacked the Ruffian army; 
and after having received many wounds, "he peri/hed, 
as he had forefeen ; and all his party were either killed 
or taken prifoners. His letter, and the news of his 
death, arrived at the fame time. Dantzick was taken, 
and the French erabaffador in Poland, who happen- 
ed to be in this place, was made a prifoner of war, 
in violation of the privileges due to his character. 
Stanillaus was obliged to difguife hirrifelf, and at laft 
efcaped, after having run through many dangers, 
and feen a price fet upon his head by the Mufco- 
vite general, in a free country, the place of his na- 
tivity, and amidfl: a nation who had defied him 
king, with all the formality of their laws. The 
French miniftry would have intirely loft that re- 
putation neceflary for the fupport of its grandeur, 
if it had not revenged fuch an infult; but a re- 
venge, unlefs attended with feme utility, would but 
little avail. 

Kk 3 
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The groat dlftance of the places hindered them 
from carrying their refentment againft the Mufco- 
vi.tes; and policy directed their vengeance upon the 
emperor. This they accordingly put in execution it> 
Germany^ and in Italy. France formed a league 
■with Spain and Sardinia; and though thefe-three 
powers had each feparate interefls, yet they all 
aimed at humbling Audria. 

The dukes of Savoy, for a confiderable time, 
had been gradually increaling their dominions, by 
femetimes felling their a hi dance to the emperors, 
and lometimes by declaring againft them. King 
Gharles-Emanuel had great hopes of getting the Mi- 
Janele, and was promifed it by the French and'Spanifb 
ininiftries. Philip V. king of Spain, or rather queen- 
Elizabeth of Parma, his conlbrt, expefted greater 
polfeii ons than Parma and Placentia to be fettled 
on her children, France propofed no other advan- 
tage but her own glory, the welfare of her allies, 
and the humbling of her enemies. 

ISobody then expefled, that Lorrain ftiould be 
the fruits of> this war. Mankind are generally guided 
by events, which they feldom have the direffion of. 
No negotiation was ever more fpeedily terminated 
than that which united thefe three monarchs. 

England and-Holland, who had been fo long ac- 
cuftomed to join Auftria againft France, abandoned' 
her at this juncture. This was the etheft of that re- 
putation for equity and moderation, which the 
French court had lately acquired. The notion of 
her being pacifically inclined, and void of all am- 
bition, kept her natural enemies quiet even when 
the declared war; and nothing furely can redound 
more to the honour of the miniftry than their hav,- 
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ing perfuaded fuch powers, that France might carry 
on a war againft the emperor, without giving any 
alarm to the liberty of Europe: all thefe powers 
accordingly beheld the rapid fuccels of the French- 
arms, eafy and undifturbed. A French army had 
gotten pofieffion of the country upon the Rhine ; 
and another party of their troops in conjun&ion 
with thofe of Spain and Savoy, had rendered them- 
felves mailers of Italy. Marfhal Villars fin'(bed his- 
glorious career, in the eighty-fecond year of his age, 
after having taken Milan. Marlhal de Cogni, his fuc- 
celfor, gained two battles; whilrt: the duke de Mon- 
temar, the Spanilh general, obtained a viftory in 
the kingdom of Naples, at Bitonto, from whence he 
was furnamed; this being an honour which the 
Spaniards often heftow, in imitation of the ancient 
Romans. Don Carlos, who had been acknowleged 
hereditary fucceffor of Tufcany, became immedi- 
ately Icing of Naples and Sicily, Thus the emperor 
Charles VI. toft almoft all Italy, for having given 
a king to Poland: and, in two campaigns, a fon 
of the Spanilh monarch got both the Sicilies, 
lb often taken and retaken formerly, and upon 
which, for more than two ages, the houfe of Au~ 
ftria had continually fixed her attention. 

This was the only war in Italy which ended with 
any folid advantage to the French, fince the time 
of Charlemagne. The reafon of this was-, then? 
having the guardian of the Alps on their fide, 
who was become one of the moft potent princes in 
thofe parts; their being likewife feconded by the- 
beft troops of Spain; and their armies being con- 

ftantly fupplied with all neceftaries. 
The emperor then thought himfelf very happy, 



382 T H E ,A G E O F Ch. 23. 

in receiving conditions of peace offered by the victo- 
rious French. However, cardinal Fleury, who had 
the fagacity to prevent England and Holland from 
intermeddling in this war, fhewed likewife his great 
addrefs in finilhing it fuccefsfully, without their 
mediation, 

By this treaty, Don Carlos was acknowleged 
king of Naples and Sicily. Europe had already 
been often accuftomed to fuch alterations. They 
afligned to Francis duke of Lorrain, dellined to be 
fon-in-law to the emperor, the inheritance of the 
Medicis family, which had been before granted 
to Don Carlos: and this made the late grand 
duke of Tufcany, upon his death-bed, alk, “ If 
M they would not name a third heir, and what other 
u child the Empire and France would give him.” 
We muft not imagine from this,- that the grand 
dukedom of Tufcany confiders itfelf as a fief of 
the Empire; but the emperor efieemed it as fuch, 
as well as Parma and Placentia, which have been 
always claimed by the holy fee; and for which the 
late duke of Parma did aflually pay homage to die 
pope: fo much do the rights of princes alter with 
thecircumflances of time. By this peace thefe duchies 
of Parma and Placentia, which by right of blood, 
belonged to Don Carlos, fon of Philip V. and a 
princefs of Parma, were given up to the emperor 
Charles VI. as his property. 

The duke of Savoy, now king of Sardinia, who 
expeffed the duchy of Milan, which his family, be- 
come great by degrees, for a confiderable time, claim- 
ed as their right, got only a fmall part thereof; viz. the 
Novarefe, Tortonefe, and the fiefs of the Langhes. 
He derived his pretenfions to Milan from a daugh- 
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ter of Philip II. king of Spain, from whom he was 
defcended. France likewife pretended thereto, by 
right of Lewis XII. the. natural heir of this duchy. 
Philip V. urged alfo his right to Milan, as it had 
been feudatory fucceffively to four kings of Spain, 
his predeceflbrs. But all the pretenfions yielded to 
convenience, and the public intereft. The emperor 
kept the Milanefe, notwithftanding the general law 
of the fiefs of the empire, which fays, that the em- 
peror (hall keep the fovereignty, but give the pof- 
ieilion to fome other power. It was intended as a 
limitation on the emperors, who might otherwife 
in time fwallow up the whole dominions of the 
Empire. But there are fo many exceptions to this 
law, and there are fo many examples for and againft 
it, that, in any grand affair of ftate, it muft be con- 
feffed, that the prefent intereft is the ruling law. 

By this treaty, king Staniftaus renounced a king- 
dom, which though it had been twice given him, 
he could never get pofTeftion of; but he kept the 
title of king. For this lofs he was now to have a 
recompence; but it proved more fo to France than 
him. Cardinal Fleury was contented at firft with 
Barrois, which the duke of Lorrain was to give up 
to Staniflaus, with the reverfion to the crown of 
France. Lorrain was not to be given up till its 
duke fhould be in full pofleffton of Tufcany: fo 
that the ceffion depended on many chances. This 
was reaping very little from fuch great fuccefs, and 
fo many favourable circumftances; of which the 
cardinal, being urged to make more advantages, 
demanded Lorrain on the fame conditions as Bar- 
rois; and it was accordingly granted. 

It coft France only a fmall fum of money, and a 
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penfion of four million and five hundred thoufand 
livres to the duke, till Tufcany fell to him. 

Thus Lorrain became for ever annexed to the 
crown of France; a reunion which had been fo often 
unfuccefsfully attempted. By this means, a Poli!h 
king was tranfplanted to Lorrain; which was the 
la ft time this province had a fovereign to refide 
there; and he rendered it happy. The reigning 
houfe of the princes of Lorrain got the fovereignty 
of Tufcany. The fecond fon of the king'of Spain 
was transferred to Naples; fo that the medal of 
Trajan might have been renewed; regna ajfignala, 

kingdoms afligned.” 
The houfe of Bourbon, at the end of this fhort 

war, was advanced to fuch a pitch of grandeur as (he 
could not have expefted even in the height of Lewis 
XIV’s profperity. Almoft all the inheritance of 
Charles V. Spain, the two Sicilies, Mexico, and 
Peru, were now in her poftellion. The houfe of 
Auftria at laft ended in the perfon of Charles VI. in 
1740. What remained of his dominions was likely 
to be taken from his daughter, and divided amongft 
feveral powers. France carried the election of an 
emperor with the fame facility as the emperors had 
formerly chofen the electors of Cologn, and the bi- 
fliops of Liege. The famous pragmatic fanffion of 
the late Auftrian emperor, who had thereby fettled 
his whole dominions on his daughter; this fanffion, 
guaranteed by the Empire, England, Holland, and 
France herfelf, was at firft fupported by no one 
pov er. The eleftor of Bavaria, fon of him who had 
been put under the ban of the Empire, was crowned, 
without oppolition, duke of Auftria at Lintz, king 
of Bohemia at Prague, and emperor at Frankfort, 
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by the arms of Lewis XV'. They went even to the 
gates of Vienna. The daughter of fo many empe- 
rors found herfelf, for a whole year, intirely delli- 
tute of affiftance, and w'ithout any hope but what 
arofe from her own intrepidity. Scarce were her 
father’s eyes clofed, when (lie loft Silefia by an 
invafion of the young king of Pruffia, who will 
be long talked of by pofterity. He was the firft 
who took advantage of this con junfture, to promote 
his grandeur. For this purpofe he made ufe of an 
army as well difeiplined as that of the antient Ro- 
mans, which his father feemed to have formed only 
for parade and empty fbew. France, Pruffia, Sax- 
ony, and Bavaria, attacked the remains of the houfe 
of Auftria. Her allies beheld this in filence; and 
the divifion of her dominions feemed now unavoid- 
able. But it foon appeared evident, how difficult 
it is for fuch a weak prince as the eleflor of Ba- 
varia, emperor under the name of Charles VII. 
but vithout power, and a general without national 
troops, to conquer a kingdom by the power of 
another. Never were fuch great advantages fuc- 
ceeded by fo many misfortunes. What feemed 
likely to promote his grandeur, contributed to his 
ruin; and that extremity to which the queen of Hun- 
gary was reduced, ferved to raife her ftill higher. The 
houfe of Auftria fprung up again out of her afhes. 
The queen of Hungary found a powerful ally in 
George II. king of Great Britain. Her caufe was 
likewife foon after efpoufed by the king of Sar- 
dinia,. Holland, and even by Ruffia, who fent the 
laft year of the war thirty-five thoufand men to her 
affiftance. She made feparate treaties with Pruffia 
and Saxony: but above all, her own intrepid fpi- 
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rit fupported her as much as any of her allies. 
Hungary, where her anceftors had experienced a 
continued fcene of civil wars, rebellions, and ex- 
ecutions, proved to her a kingdom united, alfeftion- 
ate, and filled with zealous friends. The war was 
carried on in the heart of Germany, in Italy, Flan- 
ders, and even upon the frontiers of France, and 
on the Indian and American feas, almoft in the 
fame manner as that in 1701. Cardinal Fleury, now 
too far advanced in years to fupport fo heavy a 
burden, laviihed away, with regret, the treafures of 
France in this war, entered into againfl: his inclina- 
tion, and died, after having been a fpeftator of no- 
thing but misfortunes arifing from mifconduft. 
He never thought to have had occafion for a ma- 
rine : what remained of their navy had been intire- 
ly deftroyed by the Englifh, and the provinces of 
France lay altogether expofed. The emperor, whom 
France had made, was thrice driven from his do- 
minions, and died one of the moft unfortunate 
princes upon earth, in having been exalted to the 
higheft pitch of human grandeur. The queen of 
Hungary faded at once the pleafure and glory of 
creating her Hu (band emperor, and of reftoring the 
imperial dignity to her family. 

Lewis XV. after the death of cardinal Fleury in 
1743. whom he greatly lamented, took the govern- 
ment intirely upon himfelf; and repaired the mif- 
fortunes which arofe in the lad years of Fleury’s 
minidry. He was fuccefsful every-where, except in 
Italy, where he had to oppofe the king of Sardinia, 
whom the cardinal had alienated from France. 

There was one remarkable thing in this war; 
which was, that there had never been feen fo many 
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fovereigns at die head of their armies. Francis of 
Lorrain, grand duke of Tufcary, afterwards em- 
peror, often headed the Aulirian troops. Don Car- 
los king of Naples, fon of Philip V. commanded 
his army at Veletri; and George II. king of Great 
Britain in perfon gained a battle near the Maine. 

The king of Sardinia appeared every-where with 
his troops, and always with, fuccefs. The king of 
Prudia himfelf obtained five vi&ories. Lewis XV. 
procured glory and fuperiority to his nation at the 
battle of Fontenoy, and preferved them in that 
at Laufeld. In Ihort, after having in perfon fub- 
dued all Flanders, and taken Maeftricht, by mar- 
ihal Saxe; after his enemies were driven out of Pro- 
vence by mar dial Bellifie; after having faved Genoa 
by marlhal Richelieu; after having fettled the king 
of Naples on his throne ; he made a peace as glo- 
rious as any of his campaigns: for, at the treaty of 
Aix-la Chapelle, he ihewed a moft unparalleled and 
unexpefled moderation; not even referving any 
thing to himfelf of what he had conquered by his 
arms. He had, howrever, the glory of protecting his 
allies; of reftoring the Genoefe to their rights; of 
eftablilhing the duke of Modena in his dominions, 
and of fettling the infant Don Philip in Parma and 
Placentia, the inheritance of his mother. This was, 
indeed, a great acquifition, thus to be the pro- 
testor of all his allies. Reputation, amongft power, 
ful princes, is equal to conquefts. After fuch an 
happy peace, France was re-eftablifned on the fame 
footing as at the peace of Utrecht, and became Hill 
more flouritbing. 

The Chriftian powers in Europe were now d&~ 
V o l. I. L 1 
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vided into two grand parties, who became a check 
upon each other, and who both endeavoured to 
maintain that balance, the pretext of fo many wars, 
and which was efleemed the true bafis of a lafting 
peace. The ftates of the emprefs queen of Hun- 
gary, part of Germany, Ruffia, Great Britain, Hol- 
land, and Sardinia, compofed the one; France, 
Spain, the two Sicilies, Pruffia, and Sweden, formed 
the other. All thefe powers kept up Handing ar- 
mies ; and a lafting peace was now hoped for, from 
that dread which one half of Europe feemed to have 
of the other. 

Lewis XIV. was the firft who maintained fuch 
numerous armies: and this obliged the other princes 
to do the fame; fo that after the peace of Aix-Ia- 
Chapelle, the Chriftian powers of Europe had about 
a million of men in armsand it is to be hoped, 
that it will be long before there ftiall be anyaggrelfor,., 
as they have all armed to defend themfelves. 

END of V O L. I. 







' ^ 




