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PREFACE. 

H E following Sheets contain a 
compendious Introduction to 

the Study of the Heathen Mytho- 
logy. In compiling them, the utmoft 
attention has been bellowed, to render 
the Work as complete, as its narrow 
Limits would allow. Recourfe has been 
had to the moft approved Treatises 
on the Subjeft, feveral of which, have 
been carefully compared together, and 
the Defedls of one fupplied by another. 
So far as the Interpretation of any Fable 
is either certain, or generally agreed up- 
on, that Interpretation is inferred; and 
where Writers differ in their Sentiments 
about an Explanation, that diverfity of 
Opinion is alfo, for the moll part, taken 
notice of. It is hoped, that, upon peru- 
fal, this Little Treatise will be found, 
to contain every Thing of Importance or 
Ufefulnefs, for the reading of the Eng- 
lish Poets ; for which purpofe it is 

chiefly 
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PREFACE. 
chiefly intended. The numerous Allu- 
fions to Heathen Fable, with which the 
Poets abound, render fuch a Companion 
very neceffaryin the Study of them. But 
belides its Ufe in reading Engiiih Poet- 
ry, it will anfwer all the Purpofes of a 
Larger Tieatife, in the bands of a Boy, 
While ftudying the lower Latin Claffics. 

A Copious INDEX is added to the 
whole, which contains not only proper 
References to the materials of which 
the work is compofed ; but a great Va- 
riety of other explanatory Articles, a- 
mong which, the different Names and 
Tides of the feveral Deities are inferted, 
fo that if any God or Goddefs fiiall be 
found fpoken of, or alluded to, under a 
different Name or Title from that which 
they commonly bear, the Index will im- 
mediately fliow, to which of them that 
Title belongs. 

/ 
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INTRODUCTION. 
rl''HE Pantheon is the temple of the Gods, 

_L which'the folly of men hath feigned, either 
through the grofieft ignorance ot contempt of the 
true and only God. 

Fhe caufesof feigning many deities, were chiefly 
four. The firft was the foolilh perverfenefs of the 
human mind, which denied to the inexhauftcd 
fountain of all Good, thefe honours which it at- 
tributed to muddy ftreams. 

A 3 If 



THE HISTORY OF 
If any excelled in ftature of body, greatnefs of 

tnind, or clearnefs of wit, he drew the admiration 
of the ignorant vulgar. This gradually being turn- 
ed into great veneration, even into worlhip itfelf, 
at length afcribed the man into the number ot the 
gods; the mote prudent being either carried away 
with the torrent of opinion, or not able, at iealt 
not daring to relift it.i 

The fecond was the fordid flattery of fubjecfts 
towards their princes. That they might gratify 
the vanity, flatter the pride, and foothe the felt- 
conceit of-their kings, they railed altars, and, ha- 
ving let their images upod them, offered incenie 
to them even alive, as to their gods themfelves. 

A third was an immoderate love of immortality, 
which many ftudied to attain by images left be- 
hind them ; thinking that they Would refcue their 
names from the -power of death, and eating of 
time, if, after their funerals, they could live in 
brafs, or as it were, breathe in marble ftatues. 

A fourth was a prepofterous defire of perpetuat- 
ing the memory of famous men, whom they made, 
or j'ather feigned gods, for their fervices and bene- 
fits conferred on mankind. 

Ninns was the firft contriver and aflerter of falfe 
deities; who, having conquered many nations far 
and near, and built the city Niniveh, fo called, 
after his name, in a public affembly of the Baby- 
lonians, extolled his father Bolus, the founder of 
the city and empire, beyond meafure ; and repre- 
fented him worthy, not only of perpetual glory a- 
ntong men, hut of immortality among the gods. 
He, therefore exhibited a ftatue of him, curiouf- 
Jy and elegantly made, to which honour ftiou'.d be 
paid at to Lis father alive ; and to which it any 1 offender 



THE HEATHEN CODS. ^ 
Offender fhould fly, he fliould not be forced from 
thence to punilhment, becaufe it was appointed a 
common farnfluary for the miferable. 

This eafily procured fo great an opinion of divi- 
nity to the dead prince, that he was created a god, 
under the title of Jupiter (or as others fay, Saturn) 
of Babylon; where a moft magnificent temple was 
creeled by his fon, and dedicated with various fa- 
crifices, in the two thoufandth year of the world, 
and the laft of the life of Noah ; and from thence, 
as from a peftilential head, the facrilegious plague 
of idols, by a k;nd of contagion, puffed into other 
nations. 

All indeed did not worlhip Belus; but, after this 
beginning of idolatry, leveral nations formed feve- 
ral gods; receiving into their number, not only 
mortal and dead men, but brute animals alfo: And, 
which you will more wonder at, inanimate things, 
even the meaneft and moll contemptible. For, it 
is evident, from the authority of innumerable wri- 
ters, that the Africans vvorihipped the heaven; the 
Perfians fire, water, and the winds; the Lybians 
the fun and moon; the Thebans Iheep and weeC- 
els; the Babylonians of Memphis a whale ; the 
inhabitants of Mendes a goat; the Theflalians 
ftorks; the Syrophenicians doves; the Egyptians 
dogs, cats, crocodiles, hawks; nay, leeks, onions, 
and garlick. 

Aifo the citizens of Rome worlhippefl beads, 
and things void ot ic-nfe ; nay,'which is far great- 
er madnefs, murderers, adulterers, thieves, drunk- 
ards, robbers, and fuch like pelts of mankind. 

They had likewife a great multitude of them 
fiarcely to he reckoned up; for, belides thole of 
ll.eir country and family, every ttrangcr god was 

prefented 



8 THE HISTORY OF 
preferred with the freedom of the city. Hence it 
came to pafs, that, when their precindts became 
too narrow to receive any more, they fent their 
gods into colonies, as they did their men : for the 
walls of their cities could fcarce contain even the 
titles of their divinities. 

There were three clafles of their gods, firft the 
fuperior gods, who had the title Setecl or Ctslejlial, 
thefe they believed were more eminently employ- 
ed in the government of the world, and potlell'ed 
an extraordinary authority and renown. The fe- 
cond clafs contains gods of a lower rank, wTho (as 
Tuliy fays) have been deified by their own merit. 
The third clafs is compofed of fuch as have not 
merit fufficient, to gain them a place among the 
celeftial gods, yet their virtues were fuch, that the 
people thought them fuperior to mortal men : to 
this clafs, the gods of the conquered nations may 
he joined, who were in general called Novenjxles. 
As well as the principal virtues which tvere alia 
4eified. 

JUPITER* 
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JUPITER. 
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to THE HISTORY OF 

CHAP. I. 

JUPITER. 

JUPITER is the father and king of gods and 
men. He was reprefented fitting in a throne 

of ivory and gold, holding thunder in his right 
hand, and, in the left, a fceptre made of cyprefs; 
which wood, being free from corruption, is a fym- 
bn! of eternal empire. On this fceptre fits an ea- 
gle'; either becaufe he was brought up by it, or 
that heretofore that bird, fitting upon his head, 
portended his reign ; or becaufe in the war againft 
the giants, it brought him the thunder, and thence 
was called his armour-bearer. He had golden Ihoes, 
and an embroidered cloak, adorned with various 
flowers, and figures of animals. Rut he ufed to be 
decked differently, for the variety of his names, 
and of the people among whom he was worfhip- 
ped. The Lacedemonians eredled a ftatue of him 
without ears; but the Cretans gave him four. 
Upon holidays his face was painted with vermilion, 
as the images of the other gods were fmeared with 
ointments, and drefled with garlands. 

There were very many Jupiters, all fpning from 
a different race. Varro reckons up three hundred, 
and others many more; feeing there was no nation, 
almoft, which did not worlhip a Jupiter, and fup- 
pofe him to have been born among themfelves. 

Tully fays, that there were three remarkable of 
that name ; one begot of .dither, another of Coe- 
lus, and thefe born in Arcadia : The third a Cre- 
tan, Son of Saturn and Ops, the moft famous of 
all; to whom therefore are ufually afcribed all that 
the poets feigned about the other Jupiters, 

He 
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He was educated, as well as born, upon Ida, a 

mountain of Crete ; but by whom, there are a 
great variety of opinions. 

There are fome who affirm, that he was nurfed 
by the Curetes, or Corybantes; fome, by the 
Nymphs, and fome, by Ama'thaea, daughter of 
Meliflus, king of that ifland. Others, on the con- 
trary, have recorded, that he was fed by the bees 
with honey; others by goat’s milk; others by 
doves; not a few, by an eagle; and many, by a 
bear. It is the opinion of fome, that Amalthaea 
was not a young princefs royal, but the very goat 
which fuckled Jupiter; whofe horn he is faid to 
have given afterwards to his nurfes, with this ad- 
mirable privilege, that whoever poffieffied it, fhould 
immediately obtain whatever he defired. They 
add befides, that, the goat being dead, and herfkin 
pulled off. Jupiter made of it a fhield, called JE- 
gis, which he ufed afterwards in the battle againft 
the giants; and, that he placed her at laft, reftor- 
ed again to life, among the conftellations. 

As to his actions worthy of memory, having fuW 
dued the Titans and giants in war, he delivered 
his father from imprifonment, but afterwards de- 

i poled him from the throne, and expelled him the 
; kingdom, becaufe he had formed a confpiracy a- 
tgainft him ; and then divided the paternal inheri- 
itance with his two brothers Neptune and Pluto. 
Hie fo obliged and affifted mankind by great fa- 
vours, that he not only got the name of Jupiter, 
:but alfo obtained divine honours, and was efteem- 
;ed the common father of gods and men. Among 
.his celebrated exploits, was the punilhment of Ly 
icaon, king of Arcadia For, when a rumour came 
iinp to heaven concerning the wickednefs and im- 
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piety of mortals, beinj to fearch the truth more 
certainly, he is fair! to have defcended, and ranged 
the whole earth in a human lhape. At lull: enter- 
ing Lycaon’s houfe, and declaring himlelf a God, 
whilft others were preparing facritices, he was de- 
rided by the king; who, with a delign of proving 
the divinity of the pretended deity, killed one of 
his own domefticks, and ferved up his flelli roafted 
and boiled to table before Jupiter, for his enter- 
tainment. 

But the god, abhorring the barbarity of the 
man, fent forth his thunder, fired the palace, and 
turned his majefty himfelf into a wolf. 

His other actions are very lewd and dilhonoura- 
ble ; for haidly was there any kind of wickednefs 
whereof he had not been guilty ; or mark of infa- 
my, wherewith he is not branded. 

1 (hall mention only a few of many. In the 
fhape of a crow he debauched his fitter Juno, who 
was deluded by the hope and promifes of marriage; 
as many ladies are. He raviihed Danae, daugh- 
ter of Acrifius, king of the Argives, being turned 
into a golden ihower. He alfo transformed into a 
fwan, corrupted Leda, wife of Tindarus, king ot 
Laconia. He deflowered Antiope, married to Ly- 
cos, king of Thebes, in the perfon of a fatyr. He 
defiled Alcmena, Amphitrion’s wife, in the iike- 
nefs of her hulband. He inflamed Hcgina, daugh- 
ter of aEfopus, king of Boeotia, hi the fimilitude 
of fire. He abufed Clytoris, a Theflalian virgin of 
great beauty, in the ihape of an ant. He offered 
violence to Califto, daughter of Lycaon, king ot 
Arcadia, and counterfeiting the modefty and Coun- 
tenance of Diana, robbed her of her virginity. 
When (he was obliged to waib in a fountain, to- 

gether 







THE HEATHEN GODS. 15 
eether with the goddefs, and the other nymphs* 
her crime being difcovcred, file was difgracefnlly 
turned away by Diana, and afterwards changed by 
Juno into a bear ; but Jupiter took away her dis- 
grace, by advancing her among the conftellations. 
Having eflumed the figure of a bull of cxquilite 
whitenefs, he carried away into Crete, Europa def- 

} cended of Agenor, king of Phoenicia, and violated 
her chaftity. He refembling an eagle, forced A- 

t fteria, daughter of Coeus, a lady of the greateft 
; modefty, to yield to his impure defires, and fnatch- 
ed her away in his talons. Under the fame form 
alfo, he caught up into heaven the pretty boy Ga- 

1 nymede, fon of Tros, as he was hunting upon the 
1 mountain Ida. 

Of how many feveral beads that man takes the 
i figure, who has once put off his modeftyAnd by 
how many fables this one truth is reprefented, that 

I the gods themfelves, by impure luft, become brutes'. 
Jupiter had names almoft innumerable ; which 

• he obtained, either from the places where he liv- 
ied, and wherein he was worfhipped, or from the 
•things which he did. The more remarkable of 
rlthem, as alfo of the other Gods and Goddefles, are 
Tet down at the end of this book in alphabetical 
(order. 

Thefe are the dreams of the poets concerning 
ijupiter; but hiftorians fay, that he was truly king 
lof Crete, and contemporary with the patriarch A- 
ibraham : That, having depofed his father, he di- 
•ividcd the kingdom with his two brothers. And, 
. whereas the countries fituated towards the eaft, fell 
y>y lot to Jupiter, the weftern parts to Pluto, and 
nnd the maritime to Neptune, they hence feign- 
ed, that the firft rvas king and god of heaven, 

B the 
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14 T 11 E H I S T O R Y OF 
the fecond of hell, and the third of the lea. 

Some writers of character pretend, to find the 
fons of Noah, Shem, Ham and Japhet, in Jupiter, 
Neptune and Pluto. But concerning the mytholo- 
gitls in general, I (hall only obferve, that there is 
inch a diverlityof opinions among them, about the 
true fignification of the fiction; and, which is 
worfe, that their accounts are io inlipid and im- 
pertinent, nav, fo incongruous to the very fables 
which they pretend to explain, that I have thought 
fit, rather to pafs over their explanations in molt 
cafes, than advance any thing, wherein the mind of 
the reader cannot acquiefce, leaving to every one 
to devife his own interpretation. 

APOLLO. 
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CHAP. II. 

APOLLO. 

P O L L O is defcribed as a beardlefs youth. 
with long hair, crowned with laurel, and 

Ihining in an embroidered veftment; holding a bow 
and arrows in his right hand, and a harp in his 
left. Sometimes he is feen with a Shield in the 
one hand, and the Graces in the other. And be- 
caufe his power is threefold; in heaven, where he 
is called Sol; in earth, where he is named Liber 
Pater; and in hell, where he is ftiled Apollo, he 
is generally painted with a harp, Ihield, and ar- 
rows: The harp (hewing his heavenly power for 
the harmony of celeftial things; the fliield the ter- 
rellrial, for health and fafety, which he brings to 
earthly creatures; the arrows his infernal, for 
whomfoever he ftrikes with them, he fends down 
thither. 

There were four Apollos, the moft ancient of 
which was born of Vulcan ; another a Cretan, the 
offspring of the Corybantes; and another of Arca- 
dia : But tbefe three are not mentioned, becaufe all 
their adtions are aferibed to one Apollo, fon of Ju- 
piter and Latona. His mother, who was daughter 
of Cieus the Titan, conceived Twins by Jupiter: 
At which Juno being incenfed, fent the ferpent 
Python againft her, who, that (lie might efcape it, 
fled into the jfland Deles, where (he brought-forth 
Apollo and Diana at the fame birth. 

By the invention of phyfic, mufic, poetry and 
rhetoric, he defervedly prefided over the Mules, 
and was advanced to other high honours He al- 
J9 taught the arts of foretelling and archery; by 

which 
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>.’hich favours he to much obliged mankind, that 
he was enrolled in the number or the gods. 

Thefe atchievements ot his, which follow, are 
remarkarbie above the reft. He deftroyed all the 
Cyclops, the forgers ot Jupiter's thunderbolts, with 
his arrows, to revenge the death of his Ion yElcu- 
lapius, whom Jupiter had killed with his thunder; 
and that, becaufe," by the power of phyfic, he re- 
ilored the dead to lite again. 

For this caufe, Apollo was call down fiom heav- 
en, deprived of his divinity, expofcd to the calami- 
ties of this world, (loomed to bauithment upon the 
earth, and compelled by want to feed Admetus’s 
flocks. In this diftrefs, being weary cf idlenefs, 
he is faiti lirft to have invented and formed a harp, 

; with a defiga ot palling the time more agreeably. 
Ey chance he killed Hyacinthus. a boy of re- 

i markable beauty and ingenuity, and whom he ve- 
ry much admired. For, wiiilit they played toge- 
ther at quoits. Zephyrus, who w as alio taken with 
the love of Hyacinthus, being enraged that Apol- 
., was preferred to him, and catching hold of this 
opportunity of revenging Ins grief, drove,the quoit, 
w hich the god had thrown, by a puff of w ind, a- 
gaiuft the head of the hoy, who inftantly dropt 
down dead. But Apollo caufed the dowers called 
violets, to be produced from his blood fpilt upon 
the earth. 

Befrdes, he wonderfully efteemed Cypariffiis, ano- 
ther very pretty youth; wdio, having killed a deer, 
which he had trained up, and ardently loved, would 

: admit no comolation: But Apollo moved with pi- 
' ty, changed him into a typrels-tree, whole branch- 

es they ever afterwards ufed at funerals, to perpe- 
tuate bit mcu.'r.ing, as he had requelled of die gods. 
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He purfuetl Daphne, a virgin famous fur her 

beauty and modeliy, that he might fulfil his im- 
pure luft; but ihe, having prayed to the gods, was 
turned into a laurel, the chafteft of trees; which 
is never corrupted by the violence of heat or celd, 
but remains always Uourifliing, always pure. 

He alfo long courted, but could not gain the 
nymph Holina; for fhe chofe rather to be drowned 
in the waters of a river, into which Ihe threw her- 
felf, than to yield to his lafcivous flames. Nor 
did her invincible modefty want its reward; for 
expofing herfelf to death, for the defence of her 
virginity, Ihe conquered both death and Apollo, 
and thence became immortal. 

Leucothoe, daughter of Orchamus, king of Ba- 
bylon, was not equally tenacious of her chaifity; 
for Ihe at laft contented to Apollo’s fuit; which 
difgrace to the family, her father not bearing, bu- 
ried her alive. But when Apollo, who indeed 
could not reltore her to life again, had fprinkled 
her body' and the place with heav’nly nedlar, there 
fprung up a tree that drops frankincenfe. 

Apollo, who raifed the walls of the city Troy 
by the mulic of his harp alone, was challenged 
by Marfyas, a proud mufician; but the god flayed 
him alive, becaufe he prefumed to contend with 
him in his own art, and afterwards converted him 
into the river of Phrygia of the fame name. 

When the gods, Apollo and Pan contended in 
flnging, Midas king of Phrygia, being appointed 
umpire of the difpute, foolithly adjudged the palm 
to the latter, for which the former llretched his 
cars to the length and fli^pe of an afs’s ears. The 
king endeavoured to conceal this difgrace from all 
but his barber, whom he carnefly begged, and by 

great 
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great proimfes prevailed on, tha he would not dif- 
cover to any, what he had feen. But he, not being 

I able to keep a lecret io wonterlul, dug up the 
| ground, and whilpcred, Midas his afles’s cars, and 

then filling up the ditch with <arth, went away. 
But ftrange ! the reeds, growin; out ot the hole, 
being moved with the gentleft gale, uttered the 
fame words which the barber hid there buried. 

As to the fenfe of the fable, ill agree, that A- 
pollo is nothing elfe but the Sui, to whom thefe 
four things, svhich are commonh attributed to the 
god, remarkably belong. The tirft was the fliill 
of prophefying, and knowledge of fecret things; 
which is the property of the Sm, who, difpellmg 
the darkncfs by hi.-> light, difcovcs hidden and con- 
cealed truth. Another was tie art of healing, 
which alfo fhadows forth the foar influence, than 
which nothing is more falutary.and mere necefla- 
ry to the pretervation of things. The third, name- 
ly, expertneis of (hooting, agre s alfo to the Sun, 
who darts his rays as lb many arows from his bo- 
dy to the earth. The fourth was mulic, which 

| may be applied to the Sun; be aufe being placed, 
in the midale among the planets he, together with 
them, by a manifold motion, mikes, as it were, a 
kind of concert ; and, as the panets are feven in 
number, the poets aflert, that Apollo’s harp ccn- 
fifted of fo many firings. 

I rom the things oftered in fa.rifice to Apollo, it 
likewile appea >, that he was me Sun, fuch as the 
olive, which cannot be noun (ltd in places diftant 
from the fun. The laurel whi:h is an ever-green, 
and is therefore an emblem of the vegetative in- 
fluence of the fun, and btlier Mings of like natures 
and qualities. 

They 
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They who pieten 

tory, tells us, that 
to turn this fable to true hif- 

pollo was a king of the Arca- 
dians, who was dejth'ed for ruling with too^ great 
feverity, that he fle> to ThelTaly, where king Ad- 
ir.etns gave him thecommanu of the country lying 
about the river Amihrvfui. 

C if A ?. 
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C H A P. III. 
* 

PHOEBUS or the SUN. 

THE Sun, ivhich illnminates all things, is cal- 
ed Sol, either beaofe he is the only ftar of 

confiderable apparent magnitude ; or liecaufe, when 
he rifes, having darkened all the ofltr, he alone 
appears. The poets indeed fay, tint there were 
five; yet the chief was the fon of Fyperion, and 
nephew to iEther, but born of an vnknown mo- 
iher. The Perfians reckon Sol the grrateft of their 
gods, and they worlhip him in a cavt. His ftatue 
refemblcd a lion in the head, fhinin; in a Perfian 
habit and turbant, holding with beth haaids the 
horns Of a mad and ftruggling bull Thofe who 
defired to be initiated in the facret rites of this 
god, had very many hardlhips to undergo; and ac- 
cefs to the employment of the prelthnod, and 
knowledge of his myfteries, was to ae found only 
through difgraces, Itripes, colds, belts, and other 
torments. They reprefented his power by a feep- 
tre, on the top whereof (bines an eye, by which is 
fignified, that the Sun fees, and tha: all things are 
feen by him. 

No other adb'ons of Sol ate nertioned, but bis 
debaucheries and whorifh intriguis, whereby he 
obfeuted the honour of his name The more re- 
markable are thefe which follow. 

He debauched Venus in the iilaid of Rhodes, at 
which time, they fay it rained goll, and the earth 
clothed itfelf with rofes and lilies 

Of Clymene he begat one fon Plaeton, and three 
daughters, Phaethufa. Lampetia aid Phoebe, Phae- 
ton gave an opportunity to the prets, of feigning a 

fable. 
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1'able. When Epaphus, a Son of Jupiter, reproached 
him in a quarrel, that he boafted in vain of Sol be- 
ing his father; and that it was a pretence of his 
mother to cover her adultery; he, being provoked 
by the (lander, and perfuaded by the advice of his 
mother, went to the palace of the Sun, to bring 
indubitable mirks of his family. The Sun received 
him kindly, aad owned him as his, withal, fwear- 
ing by the Strgian Lake, that he would deny no- 
thing that he jhould alkv as a proof of his fatherly 
affedlion. Phieton immediately deiired the liber- 
ty of governing his father’s chariot for one day. 

Phoebus beiig bound by a folemn oath, which 
it was unlawfJl for any of the gods to violate, be- 
wailing the radinefs of the youth, and ufing his ad- 
monitions and potter counfels in.vain, at Tall, un- 
willingly, gratjted what he could not deny. 

Phaeton, trapfported with joy, mounts the cha- 
riot, and takin; the reins, began to lafh the flam- 
ing (feeds; bul they, then finding him ignorant of 
driving, ran away, and fet on (ire both heaven and 
earth. Jupiter that he might put an end to the 
conflagration, (tuck the author of it with a thun- 
der-bolt, and pncipitated him into the river Po. 
While the fifterslimmoderately lament this misfor- 
tune at the brinls of the river, by the pity of the 
gods, they are timed into poplar-trees, weeping 
amber inliead ofltears. 

Ey this fable tie ambitious are tanjht, what e- 
vcnt they ought to expehf, who raife themfelves 
higher than becomes them. 

He had by Ncara a daughter Pafiphae, married 
to Minos, king oftlrete. She, being inflamed with 
the love of a bull| and obtaining her defire by the 
jtrt of Daedalus, vjio had inclofcd her in a w ooden 

cow 
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cow for that purpofe, brought forth a minotaur, a 
monitor, refembling a man in the middle part ef 
the body, and a bull in the reft. The occafion of 
the fable was; Pafiphae bore twins in the boufe of 
Daedalus; the one like her hufband Minos, the o- 
ther refembling one called Taurus, her gallant. 

Circe, the molt Ikilful of all forcerefles, was alfo 
a daughtef of his by Perl'e. This Circe killed her 
hulband, king of the Sarmatians, with poifon; and 
being therefore expelled the kingdom by her fub- 
jedts, flying into Italy, (lie fixed her feat upon the 
promontory Circaeum. Here (he faw and loved the 
lea-god Glaucus, who at that time admired Scylla. 
Circe, raging wdth love, having poifoned the wa- 
ters, where her rivhl ufed to wafli, turned the 
Nymph into a fea monfter. She entertained Ulyl- 

| fes, with great civility, who was driven into that 
place by the violence of a ftorm, and at his requeft, 

i reftored all his companions, whom (lie had changed 
into hogs, bears, wolves, and other beads of that 
kind, to their former lhapes again. She fet upon U- 
lyfies himfelf,butrin vain; for he was armed againlt 
all her aflaults. She is alfo faid to have drawn down 

; the very liars from heaven, by her inchantments: 
that hence it may appear more clearly, that by vo- 
luptuoufnefs, of which Ihe is an emblem, men be- 
came ravenous and filthy beads; and that thofc, 
who, with the luflre of their virtues and wit, flhine 
in the world, as flats in th« firmament, if once 
they addidl themfelves to obfcene pleafures, are e- 
clipfed by the clouds of their vices, and fall, as it 
were from heaven, into obfcurity itfelf. 

The Horx were alfo reputed the daughters of Sol 
and Chronis, who early in fhe morning, prepare the 

fi1 chariot and horfes for their father, and open the 
;; gates’ of the day. M E R C U R. \’. 
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’ CHAP. IV. 

MERCURY. 

ERCUR Y is reprefehted a young man, with 
a chearful countenance, an hor.eft look, and 

lively eyes; fair without paint, having winged 
flioes and hat, and holding in his hand a winged 
rod, hound about with two ferpents. 

His parents were Jupiter and Maia, daughter of 
Atlas; and tor that reafon, perhaps, they ufed to 
facrifice to him in the month of May. They fay 
indeed, that Juno, tor fome time, gave him the 
bread; and, that her milk, which he fucked too 
greedily, ran out of his mouth upon the heavens; 
from which the milky way had its name. 

He had many remarkable qualities, on account 
of which, they worfhipped him as a god. He is faid 
to have invented letters, and the ufe of them: He 
excelled in eloquehce, and the faculty of fpeaking; 
and therefore was accounted the god of rhetoricians 
and orators He is-alfo reported to have been the 
firft inventor of contradfs, weights and meafures ; 
and taught the arft of buying, felling, and traffic; 
and thence called the god of merchants, and of gain. 

In the art of thieving, he far excelled all other 
lharpers, for he is the prince and god of fuch. The 
very day, in which he was born, he ftole away 
the cows of king Admetus, though tended by A- 
pollo himfelf: Who, while he complained of the 
theft, would fright him with threats, and had. 
bent his bow with an intent of revenge, found him- 
felf robbed of his quiver and arrows alfb; and fo 
being pleafed with the deceit, turned his refent* 
meat into laughter. 

C He 
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• Ke, being a? yet an infant, ami entertained br 

Vulcan in his- houfe, privately conveyed away his 
working tools. He fnatched Venus’s girdle, whilit 
the embraced him : and, having taken Jupiter’s 
fceptre, he deligned to pilfer the thunder alfo, but 
feared, left it Ihould burn him. He was a won- 
derful mafter at making peace, and therefore fome- 
timcs was painted with golderv chains, flowing 
from his mouth, with which he linked together 
the minds of his hearers; and he pacified not only 
mortals, but ali'o the gods themfelvcs, when they 
quarrelled. This pacificatory faculty is fignified by 
the rod, which he holds in his hand, and which 
formerly he got from Apollo, to whom he had 
before given a harp. This wonderful virtue of de- 
ciding controverfies appeared by two ffrpents fight- 
ing, which Mercury, by interpofing his rod, pre- 
fentiy reconciled ; fo that twilling with a mutual 
embrace, they ftuck to the rod, which is called 
Caducous; and from hence all ambaftadors, lent to 
make peace, are called caduceatores. 

He had diverfe offices; the chief were, to carry 
the commands of Jupiter: whence he was com- 
monly called the mefl'enger of the gods: To fweep 
the room in which they ufe to fealt: to make the 
beds, and perform other mean and fervile offices 
of that kind : Alfo to attend perfons dying ; to un- 
loofe their fouls from the chains of the body, and 
catty them down to hell: Like wife to revive, and 
replace into new bodies thole, that had already 
compleated their time in the Elyfian-fields. 

By his filter Venus he had a fon, Hermaphrodi- 
tus by name, famous for beauty, of wonderful mo- 
defty, and remarkable for his hatred of women- 
The nymph Salmacis, an inhabitant of the woods, 

which 
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•svhich he frequently ranged in bunting, greatly ad- 
mired him : She often tempted the youth, but as 
often fuffered a repulfe : At laft die laid a fnare for 
him at a fountain, whither when lie came to bathe, 
fhe alfo leaped into the water; yet neither fo could 
xhe overcome his extraordinary chaftity. Therefore 
turning to the gods, die is faid to have prayed, tbrt 
their two bodies might unite and become one; 
which lire obtained. The youth was amazed at the 
change of his body, and defiring to have fome lile 
him, for a confolatidn of his grief, he obtained h s 
wifii; for whofoever wallied in that fountain be- 
came an Hermaphrodite, having both fexes. 

One Battus, a herdfman, by chance faw Mercu- 
ry driving away the cows of king Admetus front 
Apollo: When Mercury perceived it, he went to 
the man, defired that he would difeover the theit 
to no body, and to his intreaties added a prefent, 
a delicate cow, as a reward of fecrecy. Battus 
promifed; but Mercury, to try his faith, loon a'- 
ter returned to him in another ihape, and alked «- 
bout the cows that were Itokn, if he faw them, 
or knew the place whither the thief had carried 
them. Battus denied ; but Merrury prefied hard, 
and promifed, that he would give him both a bull 
and a cow, if he would tell. Being taken with 
the promife, he points out the place and the cows. 
Here Mercury enraged with anger, having laidafide 
his difguife, turned him into a Hone called hides:. 

In the facrifices of this god they o.Tered a caif, 
milk, honey and efpecially the tongues of the vic- 
tims, in allufion to his oratorial abilities, they alio 
hung a purfe to his ftatue, to denote that he w as 
the god of merchants: And gave him the r.nn.e 
hj!h:s, bccaufc of his fraud and treach'erv. 

C a BACCHUS. 
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CHAP. V. 

OF BACCHUS. 

BACCHUS is placed next to Mercury; a fil- 
thy, fliamelefs ami immodeft god ; with a bo- 

dy naked, red face, lafcivous look, fwollen cheeks, 
fat bread, big belly and dittended paunch ; in an 
effeminate polture, difpirited with luxury, and in- 
toxicated with wine. He is crowned w ith ivy and 
vine-leaves, and in his hand holds a th'yrfus for a 
fceptre. His chariot is drawn fometimes by tygers 
and lions, fometimes by lynxes and panthers : A 
drunken band of Satyrs, demons, and nymphs pre- 
fiding over the w ir.e-prcfles; fairies of the foun- 
tains, and prieltefles attend him as his guard, and 
old Silenus, riding on an afs, brings up the rear. 
He is painted with horns, and fometimes a fmooth 
and beardlefs youth, frequently alfo an old man. 

Concerning the birth and kindred of Bacchus, 
the poets fay, that Jupiter, being charmed with 
the love of Semele, daughter of Cadmus, very 
much moved the jealoufy of his wife Juno, who 
therefore contriving fnares for the whore, vifitcd 
her in the fliape of an old woman, congratulated 
her acquaintance with the king of the gods, and 
advifed, that flie would oblige him by an inviola- 
ble oath, to ptomife whatever Ihe fhould alk : and 
then, fays (lie, you lhall a(k, that he come to you 
with all the enfigns of his dignity, as lie ufes to the 
bed of his royal fpotife. The advice extremely 
pleafeu Semele, and when firll fne faw the god, (he 
begged a favour, but without a name, which he 
forthwith promifed, and bound himfelf by the Sty- 
f;!an Lake to perform. Jupiter, having heard tne 

C 3 rcqueit, 
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recjueft, grieved much, yet arrayed with his great, 
eft glory, and terrible with his tremenduous Ma. 
jefty, unwilling enters the houie of Semele ; who, 
unable to fuftain the etherial tumult, being ftruck 
down with the lightning, and ftupified with the 
thunder, was foon reduced into afhes, and her pa- 
lace periftied in the flames, which her ambition 
had kindled. 

Mean while, the child Bacchus, with whom (he 
was big, is taken out of the womb of the unhappy 
mother and fewed into the father's thigh, till the 
full time of his nativity. When he was born, Ju- 
piter delivered him to Mercury, to be carried into 
Eubcea, to Macris daughter of Ariftaeus, who firft 
anointed the lips of the infant with honey, and 
brought him up with great care, in a cave having 
two gates. 

Bacchus invented fo many things ufeful to man- 
kind, either in linifliing controverlies, building ci- 
ties, enadting laws, or obtaining victories, that 
therefore he was admitted into the council of the 
gods by the joint fuflfages of the whole world. 
Yea even his prieftefles, by ifriking the earth with 
their thyrli, drew forth rivers of milk, honey and 
wine, and wrought feveral other miracles by the 
power of that god. He firft invented the ufe of 
wine, and taught the art of planting the vine, the 
method of making honey, and tilling the ground. 
When he was king of Phoenicia, he flrft difeovered 
to Ifls fubjedls the manner of traffic and naviga- 
tion. He reduced men, wandering after the man- 
ner of hearts, into fociety and union brought them 
over to religion, and the knowledge of the gods, 
apd excelled in the myrtery of prophefying. 

JIq fubdued India, Egypt, Syria, Phrygia, and all 
the 
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the Eaft, and there erefted pillars as Herculus did 
n the Weft. He rode upon an elephant, and firft 
Invented triumphs and crowns for kings 

Bacchus, willing to oblige Midas, king of Phry- 
gia, by fome tavour, becaufe he had often defervcd 
well of him, bid him afe at large, and promifed 
that he Ihould be mafter of his higheft with. The 
kingimmediatey requefted, that whatever he fliould 
(touch might be turned into gold. The god was 
(furry, yet confented. Midas foon perceived, that he 
ijhad fought a boon very deftrudtive and dangerous 
(to himfeif; for, being to take meat and drink, he 
ufound that they alfo became gold, and that there- 
sifore he mult perifli by hunger and third. Now re- 
spenting of his folly, and praying that the dear 
i bought gift might be recalled, the god, being mov- 
■ed with companion, ordered him to bathe in the 
driver Padtolus of Lydia, and from thence the land 

of that river became gold. 
In the facred rites of Bacchus there are three 

i(things to be confidered; the things that are ofler- 
tlbd, the priefts, and the facrifices themfelves, which 
Wjire celebrated with peculiar ceremonies. Of plants 
irand trees were confecrated to him, the bindweed, 
jilhe fir, the ivy, the fig and the vine: Of animals, 
tithe dragon, and the pye, fignifying the talkativenefs 
Tof drunkards: The goat was offered, being acrea- 
i::ure deffrudlive to the vines ; and, among .(Egyp- 
tians, they killed a fwine to his honour before their 

jeBoors. The Satyrs, the Sileni, the Naiades, but 
qffpecially the women, called Bacchae from himfeif, 
rprefided over the holy myfteries. 

i' The facrifices were various, according to the va- 
Hfiety of nations and places, and celebrated with 
:M(fferent ceremonies, on Bated days, with the great- 
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eft religion, or rather the rankeil profanenefs and 
impiety. 

Ofcophoria were firft inftituted by the Phccni- 
cians; when boys, carrying vine-leaves in their 
hands, went praying trom the temple of Bacchus 
to the chapel of Balias. 

Trieterica were acted in the winter, and by 
night; when the Bacchse, wandering about arm- 
ed, predidled things to come. 

Epilenasa, were games in the time of the vin- 
tage ; when they contended at treading the grapes, 
and linging, all the while, the praifes of Bacchus. 

Canephoria, among the ancient Athenians, were 
performed by marriageable virgins, carrying gold- 
en balkets filled with the firft-fruits of the year. 

Apaturia were fearts in honour of Bacchus, let- 
ting forth, how greatly men are deceived by wine. 

Ambrofia were obferved in January; becaufe 
that month was facred to this god. 

Afcalia were fo called from a Greek word fignify- 
ing bottles; many whereof they filled with wind, 
or with wine, and leaping upon them with one foot, 
they thought that they did great honour to Bac- 
chus, becaufe they thus trampled upon the Ikin of 
the goat, who is the greateft enemy to the vines. 

Laftly, The Bacchanalia, or Idionyfia, or Orgia, 
were fealts among the Romans, folemnized in Feb- 
ruary, at mid-day, at firft by women only; but 
afterwards by men alfo, by boys and girls, who left 
no fort of lewdnefs and debauchery uncommitted ; 
for upon this occafion, rapes, whoredoms, poifon, 
murder, and fuch abominable impieties were pro- 
moted under a pretence of religion, till, by an e- 
diift of the fenate, thefe deftruclive feitivals were 
abrogated. 

As 
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I' As to the hiftorical fenfe of the fable; feme by 
^Bacchus undtrftand Nimrod, not only from the li- 
smilitude of their names and epithets, bnt becaufe 
(lie may be faid, not improperly, to prefide over the 
vines, feeing he was the tirft king of Babylon, where 
Hvere the molt excellent wines, celebrated among 
Ithe ancients. 
I Others think that Bacchus was Mofes; becaufe 
Imany things in the fable of the one, feem derived 
■from the hiftory of the other. For the god was 
jfuppo ed to have been born in Egypt, prefently 
jlhut up in an ark, and thrown upon the waters, as 
(was alfo Mofes. His firname Bimater may be af. 
gribed to the prophet, who had one mother by na- 
ture, another by adoption, namely, the daughter 
lof king Pharaoh. 

Both were remarkable for beauty, educated in 
Arabia, famous in war, and had women in their 
Imies. Orpheus ftiles Bacchus a law-giver, calls 

ra Mofes, and attributes to him the two tables of 
e law. And as Bacchus was reprefented double 
irned, fo the face of Mofes appeared, from the 
ate he fpoke with God in the mountain : His head 
emed to (hine with rays of glory darting from his 
ow, as if they were horns. 
As the Bacchae brought water from a rock, by 
riking it with the thyrfus, and opened whole n- 
trs of milk, wine and honey, wherefoever they 
ent; fo the land of Canaan, to which Mofes 
■ought the Ifraelites, flowed not only with milk 

>".nd honey, but wine alfo, as appears from that no- 
•j j\e vine-branch cut off with its grapes, which two 
:;men carried upon a ftafl'. Bacchus paffed through 
3 .he rivers Orontes and Hydafpes, which were dry- 

cd 
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cd up, being touched by his thyrfus; as was done 
by Mofes in the Red-lea. 

It is alfo laid that an ivy (lick, thrown down by 
one of the Raccha: upon the ground, crept like a 
dragon, and twilled iti'elf about an oak. And laft- 
ly, that the Indians were once covered with dark- 
nels, whilll thofe Bacchte enjoyed a perfedl day. 
From which we may collect, that the ancient in- 
ventors of fables have borrowed many things from 
the Holy Scriptures to patch up their conceits. 

The moral fenfe of the fable fhews wine and its 
ciTefls. Jupiter limping with Bacchus fewed in 
bis thigh, refembles a man burdened and overcome 
with druukennefs, who not only halts, but reels and 
Humble,s, and madly ruflies wherever the force of 
the wine carries him. As he was born amidft. 
thunder and lightning; fo wine often produces 
rjuarrels, violence, noife and confufion. He is an 
eternal boy: and indeed old men themfelves be- 
come boys again by too much svine ; for excefs 
takes from rhofe, who toil freely indulge in drink- 
ing, the ufe of reafon, by which men are diltin- 
guiflied from children. 

He is naked ; becaufe the drunkard cannot con- 
ceal or hide any thing. There is truth in wine ; 
for it opens the fecrets of the mind and body too. 
By his horns is lignified, that wine not only difpels 
cnrc,s and troubles, hut alfe makes even the mean- 
eit bold, infolent and fierce. 

He is crowned with ivy ; becaufe that plant, al- 
ways green and flouridung, by its natural coolnefs, 
alfuages the heat occafioned by drunkennefs. 

Women commonly celebrated the facrifiecs of 
Bacchus, and thole enraged, intoxicated and a- 
bandened to all wickednefs. Accordingly wine 

etfeminates 
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effeminates minds the moft mafculine, and difpofes 
them to luxury : it begets anger, ftirs up men to 
madnels; and therefore tygers and lions draw the 
chariot of that god. 

r» The Bacchanalia were celebrated by perfons 
malked ; for wine introduces the figures, as well 
as manners of wild bealts, changing one into a li- 

; on, another into a bear, this into a twine, that ht- 
! to an afs. 

Bacchus is fometimes merry and fometimes mo- 
I rpfe and fad; for nothing fo much chcriihes the 
heart of man as wine: nothing more delightfully 
refrelhes the fpirits and mind, than that natural 
nectar, which being moderately taken, all our 
griefs and cares fly away, and uhufual chearfulnefs 
appears in the countenance. Whereas excels of 
wine caufeth fadnefs, for tho’ it is the cradle of 
Life, yet it is alfo the grave of Reafon : So that 

| when the body is drowned in liquor, the mind 
1 floats, or elfe is ftranded. 

Drunkennefs weakens every member; it blinds 
j! the fight, and efpecially then, when it draws little 
I flats from the eyes : it makes the head to totter, 
| the hams to fink, the feet to fail, the hands to 
jt tremble, the mouth to froth, the eyes to fparkle 
i and water, the fauitering tongue to attempt un- 
t intelligible words, and the throat to fend forth a 
1 mofl ioathfome flench. 
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CHAP. VI. 

M A R S. 

ARS is the god of war, fierce in afpedl, ftem 
in countenance, and terrible in drefs: He 

fits in a chariot drawn by two horfes, with a difi- 
tradled woman driving it: He is covered with ar- 
mour, and brandifiies a fpear in his right hand, as 
though he ftemed to breath fire and death, and to 
threaten all with ruin and deftruction. Sometimes 
he is reprefented fitting on horfeback, formidable 
u'ith his whip and fpear. 

His fervants are Fear and Terror; Difcord alfo 
goes before, in a tattered garment, and Clamour 
and Anger follow him. 

She who drives his chariot, is Eellcna, the god- 
rhefs of war, the companion, or, as fome fay, the 
lifter, or wife of Mars. Her priefts, the Bellonarii, 
facrificed in their own blood: in each hand hold- 
ing out naked fwords, wherewith having cut their 
fiioulders, they ran up and down, as men mad and 
poffeffed ; which rites being finilhed, they were 
thought to foretel futurities. 

Before the temple of this goddefs there'-was a 
pillar, called Beilica, over which the hectld aj»rt;.v_ 
a fpear when he proclaimed w ar. 

Mars is faid to be the fon of Jupiter and Juno, 
but Ovid fays, of Juno only : for admiring how her 
Lulband had kimfedf conceived and begot Miner- 
va, affecling the like alto, fire went to Oceanus, to 
alk his advree, by what means ihe might have a 
child .without her hulband. Being wearied with 
her journey, by chance, the fit down at the doer 

D 
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of the goddefs Flora, who underftanding the de- 
fign, bid her be of good heart, telling her, that 
Ihe had a flower in her garden, which, if (lie fliould 
even touch with her fingers, flie fliould conceive 
inftantly with the very fmell of it. Accordingly 
Ihe was brought into the garden, and the flower 
fliewnher; which having touched, (he conceived 
Mars, who afterwards married Nerione, that is 
Valour. 

The poets mention only one acflion of this god, 
and that rather to be concealed in darknefs, had it 
not been dilcovered by the light of the fun, name- 
ly his adultery with Venus. Vulcan, knowing the 
whoredom of his wife, made a net of iron, fo fine 
and fmall, that it efcaped the fight of more than 
human eyes, and fpread it over the bed of Venus. 
The lovers foon after returned to their fp'ort, and 
were caught in the fnare. Vulcan calls all the 
gods to the (hew, who extremely jeered the pri- 
foners. Being thus long expofed to the jells and 
hides of all, at length at the requeft of Neptune, 
Vulcan, having unloofed their chains, let them go. 

But Aleclryon, a young man very dear to Mars, 
fullered the punifhment which his crime deferved; 
becaufe, being appointed watch at the door, he 
fell afleep, and fo gave an opportunity to Sol of 
entering the chamber; therefore he was changed 
into a cock, which, being mindful of his old fault, 
foretels the approach of the fun by his crowing. 

Indeed Venus married to Vulcan, that is, a ve- 
ry handfome woman to a very ugly man, gives too 
itrong a temptation to adultery. But that, or a- 
ny other wickednefs, however it may be conceal- 
ed by more than Cimmerian darknefs, and com- 
mitted in the mod private retirements, cannot e- 

fcape 
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fcape the Sun of Righteoufnefs, or go unpuniflied. 
To Mars was facrificed the wolf for his herce- 

nefs; the horfe, becaufe he excels in war; the 
wood-pecker and vulture, for their ravenoufnefs; 
the cock, for his vigilence; and grafs, becaufe it 
fprings up more plentifully in cities robbed of their 
inhabitants by war, and in thofe places, that are 
moiftened with human blood. 

Amongft the moft ancient rites of this god, this 
is worthy to be mentioned, namely, whoever had 
undertaken the condudt of any war, having enter- 
ed the chapel of Mars, he firft fliook the Ancilia, 
(which were a kind of holy Ihields) and afterwards 
the fpear of his image, faying, Mars, watch. His 
priefts were called Salii. 

D a JUNO. 
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CHAP. VH. 

OF JUNO. 

JU N O is the queen of the gods, both the filler 
and wife of Jupiter; the daughter of Saturn 

and Ops; born in the ifland Samos, where (he liv- 
ed, while (he continued a virgin. 

She rides in a golden chariot, dratvn by pea- 
cocks, diliinguifiied by a fceptre and crown fet a- 
bout with roles and lilies. Her perfon is auguft; 
her face full of brightnefs, beauty and majefty; her 
carriage noble, and her drefs elegant and fine. 

Iris, the daughter of Thaumus and Eledlra, alfo 
filler of the Harpyes, is fervant and peculiar mef- 
fenger of Juno; though Jupiter and the other gods, 
yea Furies and Men too employed her. Becaufe 
of her fwiftnefs, (he is painted with wings, fitting 
on a rainbow; and was always fent to promote 
ftrife and dilTenlion, as if (lie were goddefs of dii- 
cord. It was alfo her office to unloofe the fouls of 
dying women from the chains of the body. 

Juno had by Jupiter Vulcan, Mars, and Hebe; 
although lome fay, that Hebe was begot of Juno 
only : for while (lie was yet childlefs, as foon as 
fne ate wild lettuces, fet before her at an enter- 
tainment in the royal palace, growing fuddenly 
big-bellied (lie brought forth Hebe, who, for her 
extraordinary beauty, was by Jupiter made god- 
defs of youth, and the office of ferving the cup to 
him, was alfo conferred on her. But when by an 
unlucky fall, (lie caufed great diverfion to the 
guells; Jupiter, being enraged, turned her out of 
her office, and Ganimede fucceeded in her Head. 

D 3 The 
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The vice, for which Juno was moft notorious) 

^Was jealoufy ; whereof I (hall give only two inltan- 
* Cos out of many. Jupiter loved lo, the daughter 

of Inachus, apd enjoytd her When Juno obferv- 
cd that her hufband was abfent from heaven, and 
fufpedfing an intrijne to he the caufe, ihe imme- 
diately flew down to the earth, and luckily found 
the place where the levers lay. Jupiter, perceiv- 
ing that fis wife ■ "is coming, turned the maid in- 
to a moll: beautiful cow. Juno, feeing her, en- 
quired, who flie was, whofe file was, and from what 
hull; the'go: snfwered, that fhe fuddenly fprung 
out of the earth. The cunning goddefs afked her 
in a prefent, and the hufband durft not refufe, left 
he fhotild Increafc her fufpiciotn Juno, having re- 
ceived the cow, delivered her ta Argus, who had 
a hundred eyes, whereof two in their turns dept, 
when the reft awaked. The cow being thus under 
K very grievous confinement, and fed only with in- 
fipid leaves and bitter herbs, Jupiter, not longer 
fufferitlg fitch an indignity, difpatched Mercury in 
a fhepherd’s drefs to Argus, that by fume means he 
might fet lo at liberty. 

Mercury, ufing his utmoft art, at Lift rharmed 
Argus into a found deep by the fweetnefs of his 
pipes; and when he was thus conquered, and lull- 
ed by the forte of- the mufic, he cut elf his head, 
and lb delivered lo. Juno, that Ihe might confer 
deferred honour upon her faithful fervant, chang- 
ed him into a peacock, and adorned his tail with 
his many-eyes: But Ihe committed lo to the furies 
to be tormented, and drove her a vagabond through 
the world : At laft being arrived in Egypt, fhe en- 
treated Jupiter, that he would reftcre her to her 
former fliape; which lire not eniy obtained, but 

b elides 
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I teiitles took the name of Ifis ibe gotUefs of the 
! gyptians, and was worThifipcJ with divine honours.Vk 

• Juno gave another proof of her jealoufy. For, 
J when her refentment againlt Jupiter uetame fo im- 
! placable that nothing could pacify her. King Ci- 

threron advifed, that he fhouid pretend a defignfti; 
I entering into a fecond marriage. The contrivance 

pleafed the god; wherefore he put in his chariot 
an image made of oak, drefl'ed in very rich appar- 
el, and publickly declared, that he was about tu 
marry Plataea; the daughter of Afophus: The re- 
port having fprtad came to the ears of Juno, -who 
immediately running thither, rufhed upon the im- 
age. and tore the clothes f and when die difco- 
Vered the fraud, breaking out into laughter, Ihe 

I was reconciled to her hulhand. 
By Juno, Varro underftands the earth, rnd by 

I Jupiter, the heavens; by the marriage of .which, 
that is, by the commixture of the heavenly inilu- 

| ences, and earthly vapours, all things almoft are 
> generated. 

But if we believe the Stoicks, Juno is the air, 
which, fays Tully, lying between the earth and 

| the heaven, is confecrated by the name of Juno. 
| She is called Jupiter’s wife, becaivfe the air, of it- 
I felt cold, is warmed by Jupiter, that rs, by fire. 
| She is faid to be bound by Jupiter with trojdf n 
1 chains, and iron anvils hung at her feet: 'Where- 
t by the ancients fignified that the air, though more 

nearly united to heavenly fire, was yet fomt times 
i mingled with earth and water, the heavkft cle* 
| ments. 

M I N E R V 
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CHAP- 



r H E II E A'T II E N CODS. 4.1 

C H A P. VIII. 

OF M I N E R V A. 

INERVA, fo called, as Tome fay, from tie 
threats of her Item and fierce'Iook, is the 

prefident and inventrefs of war. Inffead of a wo- 
man’s drefs, fire is arrayed in armour; wears a 
golden head-piece, and on it glittering crefts; a 
brazen coat of mail covers her breaft; fire bratr- 
diilres a lance in her right hand, and in her left 
holds a flrield, whereon is painted the grifly head 
of Medtrfa, one of the Gordons, rough and form- 
idable with fnakes. The Cock is facrcd to her be- 
catrfe he is a fighting bird; as is alfo the owl, a 
bird feeing in the dark, who was painted on her 
images, being a reprefentation of a wife man, 
who, having difpelled the clouds of ignorance and 
error, fees clearly thofe things wherein others are 

Upon the head of this goddefs there was an o- 
live crown, which is a fymbol of peace ; either be- 
caufe war is only made that peace may follow; or 
becaufe lire firft taught men the ufe of that tree. 
For when Neptune arid Minerva contended about 
tire name of a very famous city, built by Cecro;;', 
it was refolved, that which foever of thefe deities, 
conferred the more excellent and ufefttl gift on man, 
flr.iuld give their name to the new city. 'Neptune 
brought a horfe, a: d Minerva ir.ftantly produced 
an wive out of the earth, which was judged by 
much the more ufefitl; and therefore (he called the 
city Athens from her own Greek name. 

I wre were hve MiVrervas, but that one to whom 
the reft are referred, was defeended of Jupiter. For 

blind. 
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he, finding that his wife was barren, through grief 
ftruck his fore-head, and brought forth Minerva 
the third month after, whence perhaps the is called 
Tritonia. 

Vulcan adted the mid-wife, who, opening his 
brain with the blow of a hatchet, was (tunned 
with amazement, when he faw not a naked and 
little girl, but an armed Virago, leaping out of 
her Father’s head. 

Some fay, indeed, that Jupiter conceived this 
daughter, after he devoured Metis, one of his 
wives, with which food being prefently grown big, 
he brought forth the armed Pallas. They afi'ert 
befides, that when Minerva was born, it rained 
gold in the illand Rhodes. 

The Palladium wras an image of Pallas, long pre- 
ferred in the Trojan caftle, which is laid to have 
fallen from heaven, when the temple of Minerva 
was building. This moved the admiration of all, 
and when they confulted the oracle of Apollo, it 
was anfwered, that the city (hould be fafe, rvhile 
that ftatue remained within the walls. 

‘ Therefore in the time of the Trojan war, when 
the city was befieged by the Grecians, and there 
was no hopes of gaining it, unlefs the Palladium 
was fil'd taken out of it; that bufinefs was left to 
T'lyfies and Diomedes, who crept into the city thro’ 
the common-fewers, and brought away the fatal 
image; which being done, 'I'roy was taken with- 
out any difficulty. 

Some fay that it was not lawful for any to re- 
move the Palladium out of its place ; yea, not fo 
much as to look upon it. Others add, that it was 
made of wood, and fo wonderful, that it could 
move its eyes and (hake the fpear. 

Others, 
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( Others, on the contrary, report, that it was made 
i of the bones of Pelops, and fold to the Trojans by 
I the Scythians. Some affirm that ^Eneas recovered 
l| it from Diomedcs, and carried it with him into Ita- 

ly ; and that it was kept at Rome, in the temple of 
Veila, as a pledge of the empire, as it had been 
to the Trojans. 

Laftly they write, that there were two Palladi- 
ums, one of which was taken away by Diomedes, 
the other by vEneas. 

Minerva, like Vefta and Diana, was a perpetual 
virgin, and fo great a lover of chaftity, that Ihe 
deprived Tirefias of his eyes, becaufe he faw her 
ibathing in the fountain of Helicon. Yet his mo- 
ther by humble petitions obtained, that her fon, 
or the lofs of his light of the body, Ihould have 
he art of prophecy and brightnefs of mind ; tho’ 
}vid ailigns another caufe of his blindnefs. 

There is another illuftrious inftance of the chaf- 
ty of Minerva, that, when Neptune had de- 
auched the beautiful Medufa in her temple, (he 
med her golden locks, which had tempted the 
d, into fnakes, and caufed, that thofe, that look- 

upon her afterwards, fhould be turned into 
nes; that is, ffie became fo deformed and ugly, 
at fuch as looked upon her, were as infenfible of 

pr charms, as if they had been ftones. 
This goddefs was educated near the Lake Triton, 
here ceremonies were performed in honour of her. 
The virgins of that country, being diftributed 
:o feveral companies, and armed with clubs and 
nes, a fignal being given, alfaulted each other. 
e, who was firft killed, was not efteemed a vir- 

and therefore her body was difgracefully 
own into the lake: but flie, who received the 

most 
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moft and more remarkable wounds, and contimred 
conllant, and of undaunted courage, was carried 
home in the manner of a triumph, riding in a cha- 
riot, while the whole aflembly followed her with 
acclamations and praifes. 

Minerva was the inventrefs of divers arts, efpe- 
cia'ly of fpinntng : and therefore the diftatf is aT 
feribed-to her. When Arachne, a Lady of Lydia, 
very fsilful at fpinning, challenged her in this art, 
Minerva tore her work, and Itruck her forehead 
with the wheel-fpoke ; fo that the unhappy maid,' 
out of defpair, hanged herfelf; but by the pity of 
the goddefs, was turned into a fpider. She alfo 
taught the art of building cafllcs, and therefore 
was believed to prefide over them. 

By the fable of Minerva, the poets intended to 
re prefect wifdom ; that is, knowijdge and fkill of 
things joined v.ich difcrect and prudent actions; 
alfo the underftanding of the noble arts; all ac- 
compliihments of the mind; the virtues, and ef- 
pecially chaltity. 

She fprung from Jupiter’s head, becanfe the fei-i 
ences are not the invention of human wit, but de- 
rived from the unexhaulted fountain of divine wif- 
dom for the ufe of man. 

She. was,horn armed, becaufe a wife man’s foul, 
being fortified with counfel and virtue, is invinci-; 
Me; is armed againft fortune; in dangers intrepid, 
in erodes unbroken, in calamities impregnable. I 

Her fevere look and Item countenance, fl.ews.tl 
that a wife and modeft mind gains not reputation^ 
and efteena Jrom outward beauty and finery, but 
from inward honour and virtue. For wifdom join 
ed to modefty, fltincs no h fs covered with naftinefs 
than iaeirclcd with rays of glory; has luftre no ; 
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only clothed in purple, but in a more defpicablc 
drefs; afl’umes majelty, placed on a duughil e- 
qually as fitting on a throne; and charms in old 
age as well as in youth. 

She invented and pradlifed fpinning; from 
whence other virgins may learn, if they would 
preferve their chaftity, never to indulge idle.nefs, 
The fpindle, diftaif and needle, are the arms of 
every virtuous woman ; being furnifhed with thefe, 
file may defpife the enemy of her honour, and drive 
cupid far away. 

As foon as Tirefias had feen Minerva najted, fce 
loft his fight; but then his mind was enlightened, 
and he became a prophet, and faw future things 
before they were added. So he, wdio hath onee be 
held the beauty of true wifdom nearer and more 
learly, ought willingly to want the ufe of his 
yes, and not to he delighted with the view of cor- 
oraal, or love of prefent things; fiuce, beholding 
ternal objedds in his mind, he enjoys the contein- 
lation of celeftial things, which are not vifible to 
he organ of fight. 

By the Palladium, that fatal image, which gives 
lecurity to the cities wherein it is preferred, is 

cant, that thofe kingdoms flourifii and profper, 
herein wifdom counfels. It is fuppofed to have 

alien down from heaven, that hence we may learn, 
what is confirmed by the divine oracles, that every 

*;ood and perfedt gift is from above, and defeends 
rom the Father of lights. 
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CHAP. IX. 

OF VENUS. 

VENUS is Piled the goddefs of the graces, e- 
loquence, beauty, neatnefs, and chearfulnels ; 

1 in whofe countenance many cr.arms fit and play: 
i in her fore-head fit mirth and joy ; and a thoufand 
t delights wantonly fpcrt in her fnowy bofom. 

' She is clothed with a purple mantle glittering 
with diamonds; and refulgent with a rofy crown, 
flic breathes pleafures, and flows in foftnels. Two 
Cupids attend at her fides, three graces (land round 
her. and the lovely Adonis follows after, gently 
holding her train. Her chariot is of ivory, finely 
carved, and beautifully painted and gilt, falhioned 
in form of a (hell, and drawn by fwans, doves and 
fwdlows, -or, as fome fay, by fparrows, as fhe di- 
rects, w-hen fhe pleafes to mount it. 

The fame Venus is alfo the goddefs of love, the 
patronefs of ftrumpets, the vile promoter of im- 
pudence and luft, and infamous for many whore- 

I doms, rapes and incefts: Who ought to be lur- 
rounded by furies, not graces, and her chariot 
drawn rather by twine, dogs, and goats, than the 
puretfi and chafteit birds. She is often painted like 
a virgin, rifingout of the fea, and riding in a (hell: 
fometimes as a woman holding a fliell, with her 
head adorned with rofes and other flowers : Some- 
times flie carries a filver looking-glafs in her hand, 
and Alines with golden fandals and buckles. 

She was worshipped among the Sicyonians, hav- 
ing a poppy in one hand, and cn apple in the other. 
They confecratcd to her the thighs of all facrifi- 
ces, except fwine; becaufe the goddefs, though 

E t filthy 
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filthy herfelf, htites that animal for its unclearnefs, 
nr rather becaufe formerly, a boar had killed A- 
donis her gallant. 

At Elis there was an image of her, treading on 
a tortoife with her foot, Ihewing that virgins ought 
not to ramble abroad, and that wives ought to keep 
at borne, and take care of the family. Some gave 
her a girdle or belt of divers colours, called Celt- 
ns, in which they believed pleafures, delights and 
gratifications of every kind to be folded up. O- 
thers arm her with arrows, and make Python, or 
Suada, the goddefs of eloquence, her companion. 

Hiftorians fay, that there were four Venufes 
horn of different parents; but this, of whom we 
fpeak, was the moft famous of them all; to whom 
therefore are aferibed both the beauties and dif- 
graces of the reft. She is laid to have fprung from 
the froth of the lea, which the Genitals of Coe'.us, 
or of his fon Saturn, being cut off and caft into the 
waters, had made. She was no fooner born, than 
being laid, like a pearl in a fhell, as it were in a 
cradle, fhe was driven by Zephyrus upon the iftand 
of Cyprus, where the Horse received her, cherifli- 
ed in their bofoins, educated, accomplifhed and a- 
dorned her; and when (lie was grown up, they 
carried her into heaven, and prefented her to the 
gods, who, being taken with her beauty, all ftrove 
to marry her; but at lalt fhe was betrothed to 
Vulcan, to whom afterwards Hie was given in 
wedlock. 

The deeds, which are to be expecied from a 
moft impudent and powerful ftrumpet, are full of 
milchieft, plagmes and lewdnefs. Time would fail 
me. if I fiiould attempt to repeat the names of 
thofe, whom flie has armed to their mutual de- 

ftruclion, 
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ftrudlion, driven to wicked intrigues, and changed 
into monftrous beads; but I am deterred by mo- 
defty to proceed farther. 

IvydHmene, infpired by impure luft, committed 
inceil by violating her father’s bed, and therefore 
was changed into an owl, an ugly, and difmal 
bird, which, confcious of guht, never appears in 
the day time, but Ihuns light, and conceals her 
lhame with darknefs, being driven from the lociety 
of all birds. 

Who abhors not the like fadf of Myrrha, con- 
trived and committed- by the alliltance of Venus? 
But her fin proved her ruin ; for Ihe was turned in- 
to a tree, which always, as it were, bewails its im- 
purity, and fends forth drops like tears. Why 
fhould I mention the PropxtiUes the chief of prof- 
titutes, who afterwards became Hones? Or why 
Pygmalion the ftatuary ? Who, confidering with 
himfelf the great inconveniencies of marriage, and 
rei'olving to live a fingle life, by exercifing his 
own art, fo loved an image of Venus, which him- 
felf had made, that lie prayed the goddefs wouid 
foften and animate the ivory : Which having ob- 
tained, he begat of it Paphos, from whom an ifland 
had, its name. 

Pyramus and Thilbe, inhabitants of Babylon, r- 
tnusi in beauty, age, manners and fortune, by the 
mitigation of Venus, began to love from their ve- 

! ry cradles. The vicinity of their houfes bred their 
mutual afiedhon, acquaintance nourilhed, and fm- 
guiar beauty in both compieated it. When they 
Arrived at a marriageable age, and much defired 
to be joined in matrimony, their parents refufed, 

I fcecauie of feme former quarrels between the two 
families, and forbade them to fee each other, or 

E 3 fpeak 
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fpeak together. What couhl Pyramus do, or 
whither could Thifbe turn herfeif? There was a 
partition wall between both houfes, in which was 
a fraall crack, hitherto unknown to the fervants; 
but the lovers dilcovered :t. Their words and lighs 
went through, though their kiflcs could not, which 
they lived to the wail, when they took leave. 

But their love was greater, than that it could 
pat's through by to narrow a crevice; and therefore 
they refolved the next night, to feek that liberty 
abroad, which they could not enjoy at home, and 
fly into a neighbouring wood. 

The place is appointed under the lhade of a Mul- 
berry-tree, which covered a fountain. Thilbe, 
having deceived her keepers, efcapes firit, and flies 
into the wood ; for love gave her wings : when be- 
hold a lionefs came frefn from the flaughter of fome 
cattle, to the fountain to drink. Thifbe, being af- 
frighted, ran into a cave, and in her flight, her 
veil fell from her head, which the lionefs, return- 
ing from the fountain, tore with her bloody mouth. 

Afterwards comes Pyramus, fees the prints of 
the wild bead in the gravel, and by and by finds 
the veil bloody and coin, immediately concluding1, 
that Tiiifbe was killed and devoured by the wild 
beaft, his love turned into diftradlion, he haftens to 
the appointed tree, and not finding Thilbe, fell upon 
his fword, and poured forth his life with his blood. 
Mean while Thifbe recovered her fpirit from the 
fright, and came to the tree, where being ftruck 
with the horror of her expiring lover, and half 
dead with grief, flie began to tear her cheeks, to 
beat her breaft, to rend her hair, and water his 
cold fate with a flood of tears: at laft, that file 
might Unit up the feene, (he plunged the fame 

fword 
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fivortl in her own bread, and falling upon bis bo- 

j dy, breathed out her foul. The tree likewife, 
( warmed with the blood of the flain, felt, and la- 
; mented their death; and from that the berries, 
which before were white, drew on a black and 
mourning colour. 

Afalanta and Hippomenes mud now fucceed. 
She was the daughter of king Schseneus or Ctene- 
us, very remarkable both for beauty and the fwift- 
nefs of her feet. When die confulted the oracle, 
whether die diould enter into matrimony, die re- 
ceived the fad anfwer, that marriage would be fa- 
tal to her. Wherefore die hid herfelt in the woods, 
and inhabited the places far remote from the con- 
verfation of men. But by how much t e more die 
avoided them, by fo much the more t... y courted 
her with ardent widles : her difdain iudumed their 
defires, and her pride raifed their adoration. At 
laft, when flie faw that die could not deliver her- 
felf from her importunate lovers by other means, 
die propofed this condition to them; that, whoe- 
ver diould over-come her at running, diould have 
her as the reward of his victory, but death to him 
if defeated. They all accept the conditions, and 
drive to out-run her; but being overcome, under- 
go the fevere punidiment, the lofs of life for the 
fault of their feet. Yet Hippomenes is not deter- 
red, by thefe fatal examples, from his purpofe of 
contending, nor gives over hopes of winning; be- 
Caufe he had received three golden apples, gather- 
ed in the gardens of the Hefperides, from Venus, 
who had taught him how he diould life them for 
his own advantage. He therefore begins the race 
with Atalanta, and fets out brilkly; but as foon as 
lie beheld her going before, he threw down one 

apple 
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apple, with whole beauty the virgin being enticed,< 
went out of the way, and took up the rolling gold:; 
Then he flings another, that he might occafion a 
new flop; laftly the third, fo that, while ihe was' 
bulled in gathering the apples, Hippomenes reach- 
ed the goal, and married her in reward of his vie-: 
tory. But O the inconftancy of Venus 1 And O 
the vice of an ungrateful mind ! Hippomenes, be- 
ing intoxicated with love, was forgetful of the 
kiudnefs of Venus; who, taking it ill, fo inflamed, 
them w ith impatient defires, that, in their journey, 
they dared to gratify them in a temple, of which 
facrilege, they inftantly fuflered the punidiment,' 
being turned into lions. 

Let Paris and Helena now come upon the ftage. 
He was the fon of Priamivs king of Troy, by He- 
cuba. When. Ihe was pregnant, flie dreamed, that 
Ike brought forth a burning torch ; and the footh- 
ir.vcrs being confulted, anfwered, that it portended 
the burning of Troy, and that the lire fhould be ; 
kindled by the boy which Ihe had in her bcllyi 
Therefore the child, as foon as he was born, was by 
the command of Priamus, expofed Upon the moun- 
ts hi Ida, where the fhepherds nouriihed and edu- 
cated him, and called him Paris. 

When he arrived at the ftate of manhood, ma- 
ny excellent endowments and good qualities tinned 
in him; and particularly he gave Inch tokens of 
Angular prudence and equity in deciding contro- 
verfies, that a very great difference, arifing among 
the goddeffes, was determined by his judgement. 
The goddefj Difcordia gave occalion to this con- 
tention. For when all the gods and goddeffes, fits 
only excepted, were invited to the marriage of Pc- 
leus, being angry, that flic might revenge the dii- 

giaca 
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grace, while they were fitting at the table, flie 

tfrrept in privately and threw a golden apple before 
.jthem, on which was. this infcription. Let it be 
given to the faireft. Hereupon arofe a quarrel a- 

■rnong the goddelfes; for every one claimed the ap- 
ple to herfelf, as being the handl’omeft. 
t At laft all the reft yielded to the three fbperior 
l^oddefles, Juno, Pallas and Venus; who difputed 
ipo eagerly, that Jupiter himfelf could not bring 
ijt'aem to agreement, and therefore appointed, that 
ithey fhould ftand to the determination of Pans. 
(So they go to him, feeding his flocks on a certain 
mountain ; they open and plead their caufe before 
diim, foliciting his favour, with very enticing pro- 
tnifes: Juno profefles to reward him with power, 
^Pallas with wifdom, and Venus with the molt beau- 
tiful woman in the whole world. The judge, hav- 
jing curioufly infpedled them all, being corrupted by 
Juft, pronounced Venus the faireft, and affigned to 
tiher the golden apple. 

Venus performed her promife to Paris ; for, in a 
little time, he was owned the fon of Priamus, and 
failed into Greece with a great fleet, under the 
colour of an embafly, but really to fetch away 
Helena the moft beautiful virgin in the world, who 
Was betrothed to Menelaus king of Sparta, and 
then lived in his houfe. Menelaus being abfent, 
die carried Helena to Troy. Hence broke out that 
data! war between the Grecians and Trojans, in 
iwhich Troy, the nietroplis of ail Alia, was taken 
alter a ten years fiege, and burnt in the year of 
the world, two thoufand eight hundred andfeven- 

ity one : and Priamus fpoiled of his wife, children, 
ikingdom and life together. Helena, who after the 
;death of Pails, was married to Deiphobus. at laft 

betrayed 
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'betrayed the cattle to the Grecians, and admitted 
jYIenelaus into her chamber to kill Deiphobus; by 
which fact the was reconciled to him. 

Tiie fil'd: of Venus’s companions was Hymentens; 
the god of marriage, and protestor of virgins. 
He was the fon of Bacchus and Venus Urania, borrf 
in Attica, where he ufc-d to reicue virgins carried a- 

-way by thieves, and reftore them to their parents. 
He was of a fair complexion ; crowned with fweet- 

, marjoram, and fometimes with rofes: In one hand 
lie holds a torch, in the other a veil of a flame- 
colour, reprefenting the bluflies of virgins. Maids' 
newly married, offered facrifices to him, as alfo to1 

the goddefs Concordia. 
Cupid the god of love, was the next of Venus’s 

companions, and had divers parents aferibed to 
him, becaufe there were more Cupids. Plato fays, 
That he was born of Penia, the goddefs of pover- 
ty, and Porus, the fon of counfel and plenty. 

Hefiod reports of Chaos and Terra; Sappho of 
Venus and Cceius ; Alcaeus of Lite and Zephyrus ; 
Simonides of Mars and Venus; and Alcmaton of 
Zephyrus and Flora. But of whatever family he 
is defeended, this is plain, that he always accom- 
panies Venus either as a fon or fervant. 

The poets (peak of two Cupids, one of which is . 
an ingenious youth, the fen of Jupiter and Venus, 
a celeftial deity; the other a debauchee, fon of 
Nox and-Erebus, a vulgar god, whofe companions ; 
are drunkennefs, furrow, enmity, contention, and 
other plagues of that kind. 

Each of them is naked, winged and blind, alfo 
armed with a bow, arrows and torch r They have 
two darts of a different nature, the one of gold, . 
which'procures, the other of lead which drives a- 

way 
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>way love. He is a boy, becaufe void of judge- 
ment; blind, becaufe a lover fees not the vices of 
•the object beloved; winged, becaufe nothing is 
fwifter or more inconftant; for one, who loves to- 
jday, will hate to-morrow ; what he admires in the 
itnorning, he will defpife at night; and he is arm- 
jed, becaufe he ftrikes afar off. 

The Graces, called Charites, were three lifters, 
daughters of Jupiter and Eurynome, or, as others 
write, of Bacchus and Venus. The fk'ff was cal- 
ed Aglaia, from her chearfulnefs and beauty ; be- 

)-aufe kindnefs ought to be performed freely : the 
econd Thalia, from her perpetual verdure ;• be- 
:aufe the memory of a beneht ought always to be 
relh : the third Euphrofyne, from delight; be- 
■aufe we ought no lefs to give, than receive with 
jleafure. . 
i Adonis was the fon of Cynaras, king of Cyprus 
md Myrrha. Venus chofe him as an attendant 
or his fingular beauty. At hunting, being wound- 
’d under the groin by the teeth of a boar, he di- 
■d; whom Venus bewailed with many tears, and 
hanged bis blood fpilt upon the ground into the 
lower Anemone. While fhe ran to bring affiftance 
io him dying, fhe hurt her foot, being pricked with 
t thorn, and with her blood dyed the rofe, which 
peing before white, now became red. 

H Some add another pleafant conceit; that Venus 
Ijmd Proferpina contended before Jupiter, which 
Jlhould have Adonis. They being lent to the Mine 
Jpalliope, by whole fentence the controverfy was 

lo be decided, Ihe fettled the matter thus; that 
Adonis lliould ferve Venus fix months, and Profer- 
pina as many. The meaning of the fable is ; Ve- 
|»us is the earth, and Adonis the fun. She reigns 

v-ith 

• 
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with him fix months, attired, with flowers, and en 
riched with fruits : the other fix months the fur 
retires from us, as if he would live with Froferpiha; 

By Venus we underftand amoroufnefs. She i. 
the goddefs of beauty; becaufe nothing more fo- 
ments impure defiles, tyrannizes over the affec- 
tions, fubdues virtue, and emlaves the whole man' 

She was worfnipped armed ; for beauty conquers 
neither fcfs, nor more flowly, than the fire 01 
fword. She rides in a chariot, and leads a triumph 
over her conquered enemies after the war is end- 
ed, which Ihe wages by the power, not of arms, 
but love; for file fights with allurements, not am-, 
bullies; with delights, not bullets; with charms, 
not wounds; die throws no other fire-brands than 
what love kindles; and the arrows which die darts 
to the heart, are (hot only from her eyes; and 
therefore no wonder, if the enemy turn not to 
flight, but into her arms. 

She wears a crown, becaufe beauty is always 
victorious; it conquers even in peace; thunders in 
filence; lightens with its afpeift ; feizes the bread; 
ftorms the mind; fpeaks without a voice; ties with- 
out chains ; enchants without witchcraft; and once 
to fee, is to conquer; but to be feen is to triumph. 

She holds a mirrour, that the brittlenefs of the: 
glafs may remind her of the frailty of her beauty, 
Her head alfo is adorned with flowers, from which 
file may underftand, that nothing is more fading: 
than a fine complexion, which, like a flower, blads 
with the lead breath, breaks by the lighted acci- 
dent and dies in a moment. 

She is born from the fea; becaufe a lover is af- 
flicted with as many ftorms of paftions, as there 
are winds that difturb the ocean. 

She 
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She is infamous for her adulteries, rapes and in- 

cefts. Behold, whither the beauty of the body- 
carries thofe whom it captives ! See the precipices, 

i into which that Ignis fatuus in her eyes betrays 
its admirers ! 

Thus from the pureft and cooled face, an impure 
flame is created : thus the order of things being 
perverted, many are blinded by other’s eyes ; find 
tumults raifed in their breads, from the calm fe- 

: reuity of another’s countenance; grow pale at 
; their rednefs ; and become more impudent, the 
l more they admire modefly. Some are of opiniorf, 
; that Altarorh, the goddefs of the Sidonians men- 
: tinned in the Holy Scriptures, was the fame with 
I Venus. 
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LA T O N A was the daughter of Phoebe am 
Coeus the Titan, whom, for her great beautjji 

Jupiter loved and deflowered. 
When Juno perceived her big, flie call her ova 

ot heaven to the earth, having tirft obliged Tern 
to fwear, that flie fhould not give her any wherj 
a habitation to bring forth in: And befides, fli'A 
fent the ferpent Python to persecute the whore a! 
over the world. But in vain; for in the ifland Did 
los, under a palm or an olive-tree, Latona brought 
forth Diana, who immediately performed the oflicl 
of a mid-wife to her motherland undertook th| 
care of her brother Apollo, when he was boni 
They fay, that this ifland heretofore floated in thij 
fea, and then lay hid under the waters when i'erb 
ra fwore, but emerged afterwards by the order cl 
Neptune, and became fixed and immoveable foil 
Latona’s ufe. 

This Delos was fifter to Latona, and former!’* 
called Afteria, whom Jupiter loved and courted,' 
but flie was converted into an illand. Others ret 
port, that fne was changed into a quail, and flew? 
into this ifland, whence it was called Ortygia. 

The pride of Niobe, and inhuman barbarity ti- 
the Lycians made the deity of this goddefs more. 
illuftrious. This"Niobe, the daughter of Tantalus) 
and wife of Amphion king of Thebes, being en-.J 
riched with all the gifts of nature and fortune l 
could not bear her happinefs with moderationi 
Wherefore, being puffed up with pride, flie began 
to defpife Latona, and elkem hexfelf greater thari 

CHAP. X. 

LATONA. 
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{he, boafting that fortune could not hurt her; and 
although the Ihould take many things from her, 
yet (lie would leave more than Latona pofl'effed; 
that the had born feven fons, and as many daugh- 
ters to her hulband, and other fuch like ; thus pre- 
ferring herfelf to the goddefs in every refpedt. 

But in a thort time the mad queen was deprived 
of all her happinefs, and reduced from tire highett 
good fortune to the low eft degree of mifery. For 
when Latona faw herfelf defpifed, and her facriti- 
ces difturbed by Niobe, the enjoined Apollo and 
Diana, to revenge the injury of their mother. 
They immediately filled a quiver with arrows, be- 
took themfelves to Niobe’s palace, and killed firth 
her fons, then her daughters, and their father in 
the fight of the mother; fo that being ftupified 
with grief, the was turned into marble, from which 
as yet flow's a fountain of tears. 

The rufticks of Lycia alfo experienced the an- 
ger of Latona by their own ruin. For when fire 
wandered in the fields big with twins, and partly 
by the fatigue of her journey, partly by the into- 
lerable heat, began to burn with fo great third, 
that (he had almoft perithed ; at laft the difcovered 
a fpring in the low valley, and being tranfported 
with joy, ran to it, and caft herfelf upon her knees 
to drink the cool waters; but the neighbouring 
clowms hindered her, and bid her depart: She ear- 
r.ettly begged leave, w'hich they as furlily denied. 
Wherefore, being unable longer to bear the barbar- 
ous treatment, fire turned them into frogs, which 
immediately leaped into the muddy waters, where 
they lived ever after. 

F a A U K. O R A. 
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CHAP. XI. 

AURORA. 

UROR A was the danghter of Terra and Ti- 
tan, the fitter of the fun and moon, and mo- 

ther of all the ftars ; though feme fay of Hyperion 
and Thia, or elfe Pallas; of a ruddy countenance, 
and roly fingers. She fits high in a golden chariot 
with white horfes drawing it. She was much 
taken with love to Cephalus, a very beautiful 
youth. But when (he could by no perfuafion move 
him to violate his faith plighted to his wife Pro- 
cris, daughter of the king of Athens, fixe carried 
him up into heaven by force; neither yet could 
flie ftiake the conftancy of the man ; therefore fiie 
font him back to his wife, difguifed in the habit 
of a merchant; who being delirous to try her fi- 
delity towards himfelf, attacked her chaftity by 
prefents and other endearments. When the wo- 
man had almott made afurrender, the hulband* be- 
ing rettored to his former (hape, feverely chid her 
levity. She, being confounded with fliame, hid 
herfelf in the woods, but afterwards was reconcil- 
ed to him, and gave him an unerring arrow which 
file had received from Minoe. 

Cephalus. having got this arrow, he fpent his 
v/hole time in hunting, and conftantfy purfued the 
wild hearts. Procris, fufpecting that he wras de- 
tained in the woods by the love of fome nymph, 
went before, and lay in abufir todifeover the truth 
ct the matter: but when fiie moved herfelf care- 
lefly, her hulband bent his bow, and thinking that 
it was a wild bead, (hot his v.'ife with the fame 
dart w hich he got from her. 

Aurora, 
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Aurora, being alfo charmed with the Angular 

beauty of Tithonus, fon of Laomedon, and bro-; 
ther of Priamus. carried him up into heaven, jo:n- 
ed him to herfelf in wedlock, and from the Fates 
obtained immortality for him inftead of a portion. 
But, becaufe ihe forgot to aik'perpetual youth for 
him, he is faid foon to have arrived to a decrepit 
age; fo that he was to be rocked in a cradle, like 
an infant, to fleep. Whereupon, being weary of 
Jife, he befought Aurora, that he might die : She , 
denied that it was in her power to grant his re- 
queft; but die turned him into a grafshopper, which, 
they fay, being wailed with old age dies not, but ' 
grows young again. 

The ilory is other wife told, that Tithonus being 
a great lover of aftronomy, ufed to rife before 
break of day to obferve the liars, this continual 
vigilance preferred his health, but at laft he was 
forced to fubmit to the inconveniencies of old age. 
Neverthelefs, Aurora, by the help of oriental ; 
drugs, reftored him to his youth and vigour. 

Memnon. was the fon of this marriage, who, 
when he came to Troy, to bring alhitance to Pria- 
mus, fighting in a Angle combat with Achilles, 
was Aain. 

In the place where he fell, a fountain arofe, 
which every year, the fame day on which he was 
killed, fends forth blood inftead of water. But 
w hen his body was burning on the funeral pile, by 
the prayers of his mother Aurora, he was changed 
into a bird ; and out of the fame pile ftew many o- 
ther birds of the fame kind, called Memnohite, 
which dividing into two troops, and Aghting with 
their beaks and daws, with their own blood appeaf* 
ed the srhoft of Memnon. the author of their race. 
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} It furpafies credit, what they report concernirtg 
Ithe ftatue of this Meranon, made of black marble, 
iland fet up in the temple of Serapis at Thebes in 
llEgypt; namely, that the mouth of that ftatue, as 

ijfcion as the rays of the rifing fun touched it, fent 
irforth a moft harmonious found, as though it re- 
itjoiced at the approach of its mother ; but, at the 
Ipetting fun, uttered a low and melancholy tone, as 
if it grieved at her departure. 

According to Homer, Aurora had a palhon for 
I Orion, a lovely youth who delighted much in dogs 

and hunting, fhe is laid to have carried him with 
her into Delos. 

The mythologifts alfo fay, that fhe is the mother 
of the winds, becaufe, after a calm in the night, 
the winds rile in the morning as if they were at- 
tendants upon the fun, by whole heat and l.ght 
they ate begotten. 

S A T U R N. 
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SATURN. 

PART 
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P A R T II. 

CHAP. I- 

Of the Terrejirial Deities. 

SATURN. 

THERE is a twofold divifion of tPe Terreftn* 
al deities; for feme of them inhabit the ci- 

ties and fields indifferently, and thefe are called 
terreftial gods; hut the others live only in the 
country and in the woods, and therefore are nam- 
ed the gods of the woods. 

•The terreflrial gods are, Saturn, Janus, Vul- 
can, JEolus and Momus. The geddeffes^ are Vef- 
ta, Cybele, Ceres, the Mufes and Themis. 

Saturn was painted a decrepit, wrinkled o,d 
man, with a long beard, and hoary head; his 
fboulders arc bowed, into an arch; his jaws dry 
and hollow ; his eyes full of corruption ; his cheeks 
funk; his note flat; his forehead furrowed ; Ins 
chin turning up ; his lips black and blue ; his little 
ears flagging, and his hands crooked. In his right, 
he holds a nifty feythe, and in his left a ferpent, 
biting its own tail. Saturn 
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Saturn was the fon of Terra or Vefta. and Coe 

linn, Ccelus or Coelius, who was the ofF-fpring O' 
.liither and Dies, and the ancienteft of all the gods. 

This Coelum married his own daughter Vefta' 
and begat of her many children, the moft eminent 
of whom was Saturn, whofe brothers were the Cy- 
clops, Oceanus, Titan, the hundred-handed Giants, 
and divers others : His fifters were, Ceres, Tethys. 
and Ops or Rhea, whom afterwards he had to wife.1 

Thefe lifters perfuaded their mother Vefta, that lhe; 
would exclude Titan or Titanus the eldeft fon, and? 
that the kingdom lliould be devolved upon Saturn,, 
tho’ it belonged to his brother by hereditary right.; 

When Titan faw his mother and lifter zealous for: 
his brother, thinking fit to yield to the time, he 
quitted his right, and transferred it to Saturn, up- 
on this condition, that he Ihould bring up no male 
child, and that after his death, the kingdom Ihould 
return to Titan’s pofterity. 

Saturn not only accepted the condition, but kept; 
it with ftridl fidelity, whilft he could, but at laft 
his delign was prevented; for when his wife Ops 
perceived that he devoured all the male children, 
having brought forth Jupiter and Juno at one birth, 
Ihe offered the daughter to him, but fent atvay the 
fon Jupiter to be nurfed privately in Mount Ida, 
by the Curetes and Corybantes, Priefts of Cybele, 
who ufed to make a noife with drums and cymbals, 
that the crying of the infant might not be heard 
by Saturn. Ey the fame trick Ihe faved Heptane 
and Pluto from her devouring hulband. 

This artifice of Ops being difcovered, Saturn de- 
manded the boy of her: but Ihe gave him a ftone 
wrapped in fwaddling-clothes for Jupiter, which 
he fwallowed down inftantly. 

Mean 
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Mean while Titan, finding himfelf cheated, and 

the agreement broken ; to revenge the injury, raif- 
I ed forces, made war againft Saturn, took both him 
and Rhea, and fent them down bound to hell; till 
fome years after, Jupiter having conquered the 
Titans in war, fet his father and mother at li- 
berty. 

But though Saturn ought to have been mindful 
of this kindnefs, and to have favoured Jupiter for 
the future, yet he laid fnares for him ; becaufe he 
had learned from the oracle, that he fhould be dri- 
ven out of his kingdom by his own fon ; whifh ac- 
cordingly happened. For Jupiter depoled him from 
his throne, expelled him the kingdom, and befides, 
when he faw him drunk with mead, he bound, and 
gelt him, as he had before gelt his father Ccelum, 
with his fickle. . 

Saturn, having left his kingdom, went into Ita- 
ly, which was heretofore called Saturnia from him, 
and there lived with king Janus ; alfo that part of 
Italy, which he inhabited, and in which he lay 
hid, was called Latium. 

Here Saturn, being taken by Janus into a (hare 
of the kingdom, reduced the wild people, wander- 
ing up and down after the manner of beads, to ci- 
vil fociety, and joined them as it were with brazen 
chains, that is, by brafs money, which he invent- 
ed; and therefore, on the one fide of the money 
was (tamped the (hip, in which Saturn was brought 
to Italy, and on the other, Janus Bifror.s. Bat 
although the money was brafs, this was called the 
Golden Age; and the poets would perfuade tiie:r 
credulous pofterity, that the earth, without any cul- 
ture, brought forth the fruits, and that, all things 
were common ; that there were no differences nor 

contentions 
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contentions among mortals; ibr all things happen- 
ed according to every one’s mind. 

They 1'acriliced to Saturn with human blood- 
and therefore gladiators were placed under his pro- 
tection, and were employed in his feafts. They 
had their heads bare, in the time of the facrifke, 
and the priefts were drefled in fcarlet garments.' 
His altar thone with waxen tapers lighted ; becaufe 
by Saturn men were reduced from darknefs of er- 
ror to the light of truth. 

The feaits, called Saturnalia, were inftituted by 
Tullus king of the Romans, or, if we believe Li-' 
vy, by Sempronius and Minutius the coniuls. 

’Till the time of Julius Casfar, they were fmi'h- 
ed in one day, to wit, on the fourteenth ot the 
Calends of December: for then they began to be: 
celebrated in three days, and afterwards in four or 
five, by order of Caligula; fome write, that they; 
have been lengthened out even to the feventh day. 
Upon thefe feitival days, the fenatedid not lit; the 
fcliools kept holy-day ; prefents were fent to and 
fro amongft friends; it was unlawful to proclaim 
war, and to inflict puniihments on the guilty. It 
was allowed to fervants to fport with their mailers. 
Yea, the ir.afters waited on the fervants fitting at 
table, in memory of that liberty, which all enjoy- 
ed in the reign of Saturn, when there was no fer- 
vitude. Contrary to cufiom they waihed in the 
morning immediately after they role out ot bed, as 
it they were to go to table. And lafty. They ufed 
a feflival garment, called Synthefis, of a purple or 
fcarlet colour, which was the drefs of the men ol 
higher diftinflion. 

Some fay, that Saturn was Nimrod, the founder 
of 
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of the Babylonian empire; yet it is more probable 
that he was Noah. 

The phyfical fenfe of the fable is, that by Saturn 
is fignified time, which devours all things, as Sa- 
turn does his own children. And as he is faid to 
vomit them up again, fo time conftantly fwallows 
up days, months, and years, and produces them 
anew. He is not improperly faid to have been the 
fon of Coelum or heaven, for the motions of the 
heavens are the meafures of time. His altars were 
always adorned with abundance of wax tapers, to 
fliow, that he brought men from the darknefs of 
error to the light of truth. Laftly, as Saturn car- 
ries a fcythe, fo time is painted mowing down all 
things with hit. 

J 

JANUS. 
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JANUS. 

G H A P. 
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CHAP. II. 

JANUS. 

JANUS was the (bn of Coelus and Hecate, hav- 
ing a double face and forehead, in one and the 

fame head ; hence he is called the two-faced god; 
and therefore he fees the things placed behind his 
back as well as thofe before his face. In his right 
hand he holds a key, and in his left a rod: and be- 
neath his feet are twelve altars. Pliny fays, that his 
ftatue, which was fet up by Numa, had its fingers 
fo compofed, as to fignify the number of 365 days. 
He had a rod. becaufe he was guardian of the 
ways. He was inventor of locks, doors and gates, 
all which were under his protedlion, and therefore 
he held a key ; or becaufe he opens the gates, thro’ 
which the prayers of mortals are conveyed to the 
ears of the gods: which was the caufe, why, in 
the facrifices of the other gods, prayers were made 
to him firft. He is alfo faid to open the year, of 
which the firft month derives its name from him. 
The twelve altars, dedicated to him, fignify the 
twelve months; and the number, which he reck- 
oned by the bending of his fingers, equal the days 
of the year. 

He had feveral temples built and dedicated to 
him, fome of which had double doors, others four 
gates ; becaufe he fometimes was reprefented with 
four faces, denoting the four quarters of the year. 

It was a cuftom among the Romans, that, in 
his temple, the confuls were inaugurated, and from 
thence faid to open the year on the Kalends of 
January, when a new laurel, inftead of the old, 
was put on the ftatue of that god. The temple of 

G a Janus 
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Janus was opened in time of war, and fhut in time 
of peace; and it is wonderful, that, within the 
fpace of feven hundred years, this was iliut only 
thrice; once by Numa ; afterwards by the confuls 
Marcus Attilius, and Titus Manlius, after a league 
flruck up with the Carthaginians; and laftly by 
Auguftus, after the vidfory at Adfium. 

Some fay, that Janus was Noah, others, Ogyges, 
others a prieft, philofopher and a divine ; and fome 
afl'ert, that he was the mall ancient king of Italy, 
and founder of the town janiculum. 

Janus is an emblem of a man of lingular pru- 
dence, which conlilb in the remembrance of things 
pall, and in the fore light of things to come. 

The prudent man ought to have as it were two 
faces; that, by his natural fagacity of mind, and 
ripenefs of Judgement, having obferved both pad 
and future things, he may be able to difcern the 
caufes and beginning of things; he may perceive 
their progrefles, and even the fore-running acci* 
dents of all things; that he may make compari- 
fon% obferve confequences; and, by a wife eon- 
netftion of caufes and events, be able to join things 
prefent with pall and future ; fo that he may judge 
right, and a Cl prudently. 

The prudent man has the key of all things; for 
nothing is fo obfcure, that his underltanding can- 
not comprehend ; nothing is fo fecret and private, 
that his confideration and care cannot detedl and 
lay open ; nothing fo hard and intricate, that, by 
his quicknefs and dexterity, he cannot explain and 
Unfold. 

By this key of judgement, he examines all the 
ways of bulinefs, and finds out the fitted of them; 
he fees the difpofition of times, and exigences of 

aftairs; 
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affairs; he removes difficulties, publilhesthe things 
ufeful, and conceals the hurtful: he opens for him- 
felf a paffage into the friendffiip of others; he in- 
fmuates himfelf into the inward receffes of their 
hearts, learns their fecret counfels, refolves myfte- 
ries, penetrates things unknown, and feeks, finds 
and views objedts the molt remote from the com- 
mon fenfe of the world. 

Janus firft inftituted altars, temples, and facrifi- 
ces. For it is a fign of the higheft prudence to pay 
due honours to the fupreme Deity, to reverence his 
power, to propagate his worlhip, and magnify his 
glory. 

G3 VULCAN. 
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VULCAN. 
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CHAP. HI. 
VULCAN. 

VULCAN was the fon of Jupiter and Juno 
(fome lay of Juno only) and hirafelf agod, and 

the black-fmith of the other deities. He had his 
ihop in the ifland of Lemnos, where he exercifed his 
trade, and made Jupiter’s thunder, and the arms of 
the reft of the gods. Being contemptible for his 
deformity, he was caft down from heaven to earth, 
and, having broke his leg with the fall, from that 
time has been lame ; and indeed he had undoubt- 
edly broke his neck alfo, but that the Lemnians, 
out ot humanity, caught him falling. That he 
might repay this great kindnefs, he lixed his feat 
among them, and fetting up the craft of a fmith, 
taught the natives the ufe of fire and iron. 

This fmoaky god loved, and mightily defired to 
marry Minerva; and Jupiter confented, yielding 
up the virgin to the will of this nafty wretch : but 
he fuffered a repulfe, and in the wicked and fruit- 
lefs ftruggle, his nature falling upon the earth, pro- 
duced the monfter Erichthomus, who was a boy 
formidable with dragon’s feet; which deformity 
that he might hide, he is faid firft to have invent- 
ed the ufe of chariots. 

Though Minerva favoured not Vulcan’s addrefs, 
yet he got Venus, the moft beautiful of all the 
goddefies, to wife, whom afterwards, being caught 
in adultery with Mars, he linked with chains, and 
expofed them to be laughed at by all the gods. He 
had a temple at Rome, where feafts were celebrat- 
ed in honour of him, called Vulcania, at which 
animals were thrown into the fire. 

A temple was alio built and dedicated to him 
upon 
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upon the mountain ^Etna, guarded by dogs, which 
were endued with fo exquiiite a fenl'e of fmelling, : 
that they went out to meet the chafte and religious 
coming to it, fawned upon them, and joined them- 
felves companions to them, as being acquaintance 
and friends of their matter Vulcan ; but they drove 
away the wicked and bad with their terrible bark- 
ing, and tore them with their teeth. 

it is feigned that the firft woman was falhioned 
by the hammer of Vulcan, and honoured with the . 
prefentsof all the gods, whence (he was called Pan- 
dora; that Pallas gave her wifdoni; Apollo mufick; 
Mercury the art of eloquence; Venus beauty; and 
the other gods beftowed other accomplilhments. 

They added, that, when Prometheus Hole fire 
from heaven, to animate the man, which he had 
made, Jupiter, being incenfed againft mankind, fent 
Pandora to him with a fealed box, but Promethe- 
us would not receive it. Afterwards (lie carried it 
to the wife of Epimetheus, brother of Prometheus, ; 
who, out of curiofity natural to the lex, opened it, 
and let out difeafes and evils of all forts, with 
which it was filled, amongft mankind, only hope 
remaining in the bottom of the box. 

That by Vulcan is underftood fire, the name it- 
felf difeovers; for fo he is called from the force and 
violence of fire: and therefore he is painted with 
a blue hat, a fymbol of the celeftial or elementa- 
ry fire, which is by nature clear and unmixed; 
whereas the terrettrial, becaufe weaker, and want- 
ing fuel, is juttly feigned to be lame. They fay that 
Vulcan was call down from heaven, becaute the 
lightning comes from the air; and that the Lemni- 
ans caught him, becaufe it frequently falls into that 
illand. 

The 
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The Cyclops were, the children of Neptune and 

Amphitrite, who had only one eye, in the middle 
of their forehead, of a round figure, in the form of 
a circle. There were many of them, who all ex- 
ercifed the art of fmithery under Vulcan, the chief 
of whom were Brontes, Steropes, and Pyracmon. 

Cacus, fon of Vulcan, was the vileft of rogues 
taking his name from his wickcdnefs. He tor- 
mented all Latium, with his fires and robberies, 
paffing his life after the manner of wild beafts, and 
inhabiting a difmal cave. 

When one night he had dragged thither Hercu- 
les’s oxen by the tail, that the tracks of their feet 
might not difcover this repofitory of his thefts; 
Hercules by chance palling by, and hearing the 
lowing of the oxen in the cave, broke open the 
doors, feized and killed the monfter. 

Caeculus was the fon of Vulcan, and alfo lived by 
plunder and robbery. They fay, That while his mo- 
ther fat by the fire, a fpark flew into her lap, and 
that from it growing big, at the ufual time, Ihe 
brought forth afon, who afterwards was the founder 
of the city Pnenefte. Others report, that Cseculus, 
immediately after his birth, was found by fome (hep- 
herds in the midft of flames altogether unhurt whence 
he was believed to have been the fon of Vulcan. 

The (hefiherd Polyphemus was a monfter not un- 
like to thefe, and born of Neptune. He had only 
one eye in his forehead, and got his living by mur- 
ders and robberies. 

Ulyfles, being informed, that he had drawn four 
of his companions into his den in Sicily, and de- 
voured them, attacked him when he was drunk 
with wine, and paving thruft a fire-brand into his 
eye, quite deprived him of fight. 

JEOLUS. 
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CHAP. IV. 

jE O L U S. 

7T7 OLUS is the god of the winds, dcfcended of 
L/Hi Jupiter and Acefta, or Segefta, daughter of 
Hippota. He dwelt in one of the feven idands cal- 
led jEolian from him ; was very expert in artrono- 
jmy, and well (killed in that fcience, which be- 
longs to the nature of the winds; and fo, becaufe 
from the clouds and fmoke of the ^Eolian iflands, 
he foretold winds and tempefts long before they a- 
|rofe; it was generally believed, that the winds 
iwere under his power, and that he could raife or 
jftill them, when it pleafed him. He was hofpita- 
ble both to gods and men, juft to his fubjedts, (kil- 
lful in warlike affairs, and accomplifhed in all forts 
pf human prudence. He is faid to have invented 
ails for dripping. 

The jEolian idands are by fome authors faid to 
ave lain long in a defart barren ftate, until JEo- 

|us married Cyane the daughter of Liparus, and 
fathering a multitude of people together, caufed 
:bofe idands to be inhabited. This Liparus being 
rt variance with his brothers, fought dielter in one 
of thefe idands, which was before uninhabited. 

e called the idand Lipara from his own name, 
ome fay, that this idand was the habitation and 
porkhoufe of Vulcan. The ancients ufed to lay 

,ough iron, and the reward for working it into 
(words, together upon the (bore, and next day they 
A>und them ready made. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V, 

M O M U S. 

TlyTOMUS, which name fignifies a Jefter, a mock 
■‘■’'J. er or is alfo a god- Hp IiVpo an irfli He lives an idli 
life, and his only bufinefs is, nicely to pry into th* 
fayings and adlions of the other gods, and if an; 
thing is done amifs, or duty negledted, he cen 
fures, mocks and derides them with the greatef 
liberty. 

Neptune, Vulcan and Minerva can witnefs this 
For when they contended, which of them was tht 
moll Ikilful artificer, and Neptune made a bull 
Minerva a houfe, and Vulcan a man, Momus, be 
ing chofen umpire of the difpute, chid them all. 

He accufed Neptune of imprudence, becaufe h* 
placed not the bull’s horns in his very forehead, be 
fore his eyes ; for then he might pufh with a ftrong- 
er and furer blow : he blamed Minerva, becauft 
her houfe was not moveable, that it might be ea. 
lily carried away, if by chance (lie Ihould not hav< 
good neighbours : but he faid, that Vulcan was th< 
molt imprudent of them ail, becaufe, in forming 
man, he had not made a window in his breaft, that 
it might be feen, what every one projected in hi' I 
heart, whether he defigned any thing of trick, and i 
whether he intended one thing and fpoke another 
They feigned that Nox and Somnus were his pa-{ 
rents, and not without reafon; for it is a lign ot « 
dull, drovvfy and undifcerning difpolition to difpa- 
rage the adlions of others j fmce all things are lia. 
ble to cenfure. 

VEST A., 
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CHAP. VI. 

VESTA. 

VESTA, the eldeft of all the goddeffes, the 
wife of Coelum and mother of Saturn, is re- 

prefented as a matron fitting and holding a drum. 
She is not reckoned among the celeftials, becaui'e 
fne is the earth itfelf, and has her name from 
clothing, becaufe the earth is clothed with plants 
and fruits. She fits, becaufe the earth, being im- 
moveable, (lays in the lowed part of the world; 
and file carries a drum, becaufe the earth contains 
the boifterous/winds in its bofom. 

Her head is alfo furrounded with divers flowers 
and plants voluntarily waving themfelves into a 
crown, while animals of every kind play about and 
fawn upon her. Becaufe the earth is round, Vef- 
ta’s temple at Rome was round ; and they fay, that 
her image was orbicular in fome places. 

It is no wonder, that the firft oblations were of- 
fered to her, fince all the facrifices fpring from the 
earth: and the Greeks both began and concluded 
all the facrifices with this goddefs. 

There was another Vefta, the daughter of Sa- 
turn by Rhea, by whom they underftood fire; and 
file was efteemed the prefident and guardian of the 
houfes and altars, and one of the houfehold-deities, 
becaufe (he invented the art of building houfes; and 
therefore an image of Vefia, to which they ufed to 
facrifice daily, flood at the doors of private, houfes. 

She admired virginity fo much that, when her 
brother Jupiter had given her the liberty of aiking 
whatever flic would, flie defired that flie might al- 

ways 
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ways continue a virgin, and have the firft oblations 
of all the facrifices; which Hie not only obtained, 
but alfo this further honour among the Romans, 
that perpetual fire was kept in her temple amongft 
the facred pledges of the empire ; not upon the 
altars, or in the chimneys, but in earthen veflels 
hanging in the air, which the veftal virgins tended 
with fo much care, that if by chance this fire was 
extinguifhed, a vacation was proclaimed, and all 
publick and private bufinefs was intermitted, until 
they had expiated the unhappy prodigy with in- 
credible pains. But if it happened by the care- 
lefnefs of the virgins, they were chaftifed with the 
fevered punifhments. However, though this fa- 
cred fire was not extinguilhed, yet it was renew- 
ed yearly upon the Kalends of March, only with 
a flame from the rays of the fun. 

By the fable of Vefta is underftood the vital heat; 
that pure, unmixed and benign fire, fo neceflary for 
us, without V'hich human life cannot fubfift, and 
by whofe heat being diffufed through all the parts 
of the body, we are quickened, cheriflted, refrelh- 
ed and nourifhed. This is the facred, heavenly and 
divine flame, which we daily repair by food, and 
which moves and adluates the whole body, and 
cannot be extinguifhed but with life itfelf; and 
then there is a lafting vacation, and an end put to 
all our bufinefs in this world. 

H s C Y B E L E. 
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CHAP. VII. 

C Y B E L E. 

YBELE hath her head crowned with towers. 
and is the goddefs of cities, garrifons, and of 

all things that the earth fuftains. She is the earth 
itfelf, on which are built many towers and caftles. 

In her hand Ihe carries a key, becaule, in win- 
ter, the earth locks up her treafures, which in the 
fpring Ihe brings forth, and difpenfes with a plen- 
tiful hand. 

She fits in a chariot, becaufe the earth hangs in 
the air, being poifed by its own w’eight. She had 
her garments painted with flowers of various co- 
lours, and figured with the images of feveral crea- 
tures, which need no explication, fince every body 
knows, that fuch a drefs is iuitable to the earth. 

The facrifices of this goddefs were celebrated 
with a confuted noife of timbrels, pipes, cymbals, 
and the mad bowlings of the facrificeis, who pro- 
faned both the temple of their goddefs, and the 
ears and eyes of their hearers with filthy words and 
rites. They opened her temple u'ith prayeis, not 
hands ; none entered, who had tafted garlick. The 
prieits facrificed to her fitting and touching' tne 
earth: they offered the heart of the vidtims; and 
among trees, the box and pine were facred to her. 
Her priefts were called Galli from a river of Phry- 
gia, of whofe waters whoever drank, being ftruck 
with madnefs, they gelt themfelves: and when 
they lacrificed, they cut their arms with knives. 
They were alfo called Curetes. Corybantes, Tel- 
chines, Cabiri, and Idtei Daclvh. 

H 3 The 
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The Curetes are faid to have been Cretans, or 

yEtolians, or Eubceans, and had their names from a 
Greek word fignifying lhaving. For they fnaved 
their hair before, but not behind : Or perhaps, be- 
caufe they were habited in long veils, like maid- 
ens : Or laftly, becaufe there is a report that they 
educated Jupiter. 

They were called Corybantes, becaufe, in the fa- 
criiices of their goddefs, they toiled their heads, 
and danced, and being as it were mad, butted with 
their foreheads like rams. 

When they initiated any one into their facriiices, 
they placed him in a chair, and danced about him 
in the moil fooliih manner. 

The Telchines came from Crete into Cyprus, and 
afterwards into the ifland Rhodes, and were fam- 
ous magicians and enchanters; or, if we believe 
others, thhy were men well delerving for the in- 
vention of many arts : for they are faid lirlt to have 
made the llatues of the gods. 

The Cabiri, or Caberi, fo called from a moun- 
tain of Phrygia, were either fervants of the gods, 
or gods themfelves, or rather dsemons, or the fame 
that the Corybantes were. 

The Idaei Dablyii were fervants and alllftants of 
Magna Mater. 

They were called Idxi from Mount Ida, where 
they lived, and Dadlili, becaufe being ten males 
and as many females, they equalled the number of 
the lingers, like which, conllantly and everywhere, 
they fervtd Rhea, who ufed their affiltance aimolt 
in all things. 

CERES, 
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CHAP. VIII. 

CERES. 

ERES is reprefented as a lady, tall in ftature, 
venerable with majefty, beautified with yel- 

low hair and crowned with a turban, corapofed of 
ears of corn; her bofom fwells with large and 
fnowy white breafts : She holds in her right hand 
a burning torch, and in her left a handful of pop- 
pies and ears of corn. 

She was begotten of Saturn and Ops, and of fo 
remarkable beauty, that fire drew the gods them- 
felves into the love and admiration of her. She, 
being loved by her brothers Jupiter and Neptune, 
and alfo debauched by them, brought forth Profer- 
pina to the former; but it is uncertain, whether a 
daughter or borfe to the latter. For fome fay, that 
flie call herfelf among a drove of mares, that ilie 
might avoid the embraces of Neptune, and inftant- 
ly put on the fhape of a mare; and that her bro- 
ther, obfe'rving this, became a horfe, and from her 
begat Arion. 

Ceres took this difgrace very ill, exceedingly la- 
mented her loft honour, and teftified her forrow by 
mourning clothes: after that, the fo hid herfelf in 
the dark recefles of a cave, that none of the gods 
could know what became of her; until Pan, the 
god of the woods, dilcovered her by chance, and 
told Jupiter, who, having fent the Fates to her, at 
laft perfuaded her to lay afide her grief, and rife 
out of her cave, tc the great good and joy of all. 
For, at that time, they fay, that all forts of living 
creatures were mfctlcd with a grievous plague, and 

that 
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(that the fruits of the earth and granaries every 
(where were corrupted ; and no wonder, iince Ceres 
.fhe very goddefs of the fruits fculked, and conceal- 
fcd herfelf. She firft invented and taught the art 
|bf tilling the earth, of fowing pulfe and corn, and 
of making bread, whereas before, men only ate a- 

tCorns. As foon as agriculture was introduced, and 
imen began to contend about the limits of thofe 
Efields, which though before rough and uncultivat- 
ed, being covered with briers and unprofitable 

[(plants, now brought fo much profit, Ihe enabled 
daws, and determined the rights and properties of 
thofe who difputed. 

Ceres is beautiful, becaufe the earth, which (he 
refembles, gives a very delightful and beautiful 
fpedtacle to beholders; efpecially when it is array- 

led with plants, diverfified with trees, adorned with 
-flowers, enriched with fruits, and covered with 
i green herbs, when it difplays the honours of the 
( Spring, and pours forth the gifts of Autumn with 
a bountiful hand. Her hair is yellow, for the ears 

1 of corn are of a golden colour, when they come to 
1! maturity. She has breafts fwelling with milk ; be- 
; caufe the earth, impregnated with feed, and big 
with fruits, brings forth all things out of itfelf, and 
like a mother, feeds and nourilhes us. 

She holds a lighted torch, becaufe, when Profer- 
pine was ftulen away by Pluto, flie lighted torches 
with the flames, which burft from the top of Mount 
./Etna, and with them fought her daughter thro’ 
the whole world. She alfo carries poppies, becaufe, 
when fpent with grief, Ihe could not obtain the 
lead reft or fleep, Jupiter gave her poppies to eat, 
which plant, they fay, has a power of creating fleep 
and forgetfulnefs. 

Triptolemus 
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Tiiptolemus was the fon of Elufius or Ceret 

Ceres educated him from his infancy upon this o.1 

caiion: whilit (lie fought Prolerpina, by fea ad 
land, (lie turned out of her way into the city El'i' 
iis, when the father of Triptolemus entertained h l 
with the greateft civility ; in return of which kinil 
nefs, (lie bred up his fon, feeding him in the da l 
time with celellial and divine milk ; but in til 
night covering him over with fire. 

The child, growing up fooner than ordinary, in 
few days difcovered his education more than hr; 
man. Wherefore the father, being aftonifhed, dev 
fired to know how Ceres had managed his fon : an- 
while he obferved all things out of a private placer 
he faw Triptolemus covered by Ceres with burnin 
coals. Immediately he cried out, that his fon was 
killed, and ran to fave him. 

Here Ceres puniihed the rath curiofity of the 
man with death. Then (lie put Triptolemus inti 
her own chariot, and fent him throughout tin:! 
whole world, to (hew men he ufe of corn ; whicH 
he executed faithfully, and obtained his name from 
thence. 

There is an Evet at Ceres’s feet, who was form- 
erly a boy, and changed by that goddefs into a; 
bead like a lizard. For when Ceres, wearied with 
the labour of her journey, and fcorched with third, 
came to a certain cottage, and earneftly begged am 
old woman living there, to give her water to wadi 
her mouth: the old woman gave her barley-broth;; 
which whilft the goddefs Cupped up greedily, the 
fon, a fawey boy, called Stellio, mocked her. This 
enraged Ceres fo much, that (he threw fome of the 
broth into his face, and turned him into an Evet. 

Erelichthon, contemning the facrifices of this 
goddefs 
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goddefs, when he had defiled her grove, and cut 
down one of her oaks, was punifhed with infatia- 

able hunger; fothat, having devoured all his food 
and eflfedls, he was forced to eat his own flelh to 
fupport his body, and to bring upon himfelf a hor- 
rible death, that he might the better fuftain his life. 

Among all the Cerealia, or facrifices inftituted 
in honour of Ceres, the chief are the Eleufinia, fo 

icalled from the city Eleufis. Of thefe were two 
forts ; the Majora, confecrated to Ceres ; and the 
Minora to Proferpina. 

It was a cuftom, that thofe who were to be ini- 
tiated in the Majora, never put off the clothes, 
which they then wore, till they fell off in rags. 

In the Majora and Minora, a perpetual and won- 
derful filence was kept; fo, that to publilh any 
ithing concerning them was a crime. 

In thefe facrifices they carried lighted torches; 
becaufe with them Ceres fought her daughter; cry- 
ing out through all the ftreets and highways, Pro- 
ferpina, and filling all places with their difmal 
bowlings. 

' Games were alfo celebrated in thefe facrifices, in 
which the victors were adorned with a barley crown. 

The Thefmophoria were inftituted by Triptoie- 
mus; and thofe women, who vowed to maintain 
perpetual virginity, were initiated in them. For 

jtfome days a faft was kept; and wine was altoge- 
ther banilhed from her altar. 

A fwine was facrificed to Ceres; becaufe that 
animal hurts the fruits of the earth ; and garlands, 

:Compofed of ears of corn, were offered to her, as 
Tully afferts. 

!- Ambervalia were inftituted to purge the fields, 
1 4|td beg fruitfulnefs and plenty; and were fo cal- 

led, 
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led, becaul'e the facrifice furrounded the lands, a 
was led about through the fields. 

Thefe facrifices were performed by hulbandme 
carrying a vidtim, namely a low big with young,. 
a cow-calf thrice through the corn and hay, in t 
beginningof harveft, while thefields refounded wi 
the joyful acclamations, and merry dancing of t 
nifties following them. 

Mean while, one of them, adorned with 
crown, fung the praifes of Ceres; and after th 
had offered mead mixed with milk, before thi 
reaped the fruits, they facrificed the fow to t 
goddefs Ceres. 

Some make Vefta the globe of the earth ; Cet 
the foil or furface of it, which is ploughed a’ 
fown, and Proferpine all that fide of the ear 
which lies under our feet. 

TH 
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THE MUSES. 

I CHAP 
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CHAP. IX. 

THE MUSES. 
NEXT follow the nine Mufes, who are repre 

Tented as virgins crowned with palms. The 
feem to fmile pleafantly, Ihining in a becomin 
drefs. and handfomely fitting together in the fhad 
of a laurel-arbour. Some of them play on th 
harp, fome on the cittern, fome upon the pipt| 
fome upon the cymbal, and fome harmonioufly ult 
their voice and inftruments at once; with unite 
minds, tongues and fingers, making a molt agree 
able concert. 

The Mufes are the miftrefles of all the fcience; 
the prefidents of the muficians and poets, and th 
governefles of the feafts and folemnities of the god> 

Jupiter begat them of the nymph Mnemofyne 
who afterwards brought them forth upon the Pie 
rian mountain. 

They had names derived from their proper ac 
complifhments of mind or body. 

The firlt Calliope, fo called from the fweetnel 
of her voice, prcfides over rhetoric, and is efteem 
ed the molt excellent of all the nine. 

The fecond Clio, from the glory and famoufnet 
of the things that fhe records. 

The third Erato, becaufe die fmgs of amours, o , 
becaufe learned men are loved and praifed by O' 
thers : (lie invented poetry. 

The fourth Thalia, from the gaiety and pleafant 
ry of her fongs, who invented comedy and gee 
metry. 

The fifth Melpomene, from finging, and Ihe pre 
fides over tragedy. 

Th 
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The fixth Terpifchore, becaufe die delights in 

dancing. 
The feventh Euterpe, for the fweetnefs of her 

finging : Logick was her invention. 
The eighth Polyhymnia, becaufe flie excels in 

memory, and therefore prefidesover hiftory. 
The ninth Urania, fo called from heaven, or the 

finging of heavenly things; or becaufe, through her 
afliftance, men are raifed to the heavens by praif- 
es; or that, by the favour of the fciences, they 
become converfant in the contemplation of celef. 
tial things. 

CHAP. X. 

THEMIS, ASTR^EA and NEMESIS. 

THE three goddefies Themis, Aftraea, and Ne- 
mefis, confult together about great aftairs. 

Themis, the firft of them, is the daughter of 
Ccelura and Terra, whefe office was, to inftrudt 
men to do things honeft, juft and right. There 
was another Themis, the wife of Jupiter, of whom 
juftice, law and peace are faid to be born. 

Aftrsea, the daughter of Aurora and Aftrteus the 
Titan, or, as ethers fay, of Jupiter and Themis, 
was efteemed the princefs of juftice. The poets 
feign, that in the golden age the defcended from 
heaven to the earth, and being offended at laft by 

.the wickednefs of mankind, returned to heaven a- 
gain, after all the other Gods had gone before her. 

Nemefis was born of Jupiter and Neceffity, or, 
as others affirm, of Nox and Oceanus; fhe was the 
goddefs that was a rewarder of virtue and punilh- 
er of vice. 
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It is laid, that fhe, being debauched by Jupiter i 

the fhape of a goofe, brought forth an egg, whic 
fhe gave to a fhepherd to be carried to Leda. Th 
egg was laid up in a box, and, foon after, Helen 
was produced; but others think differently of thi 
matter. 

She was alfo called Rhamnufia from a town i 
Attica, where Ihe had a temple, in which a ftatu 
of her, made of one Hone, ten cubits high, holdl 
the bough of an apple-tree in its hand, and wear; 
a crown, on which were engraven many images c 
deers. 

They alfo gave her a wheel, being a fymbol o- 
the fwiftnefs with which fhe is carried, to reveng. 
wickednefs. 

P A Ni 
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CHAP. XI. 

PAN. 

PA N is the god of the woods, and had thi- 
name, either becaufe he was the fon of Pene- 

lope from the embraces of all her wooers, or be- 
caufe he exhilerated the minds of all the gods with 
the mufick of the pipe, which he invented, and by 
the harmony of the cittern, upon which he played 
Ikilfully, as foon as he was born: or, perhaps he is 
called Pan, becaufe he governs the affairs of the; 
univerfal world by .his mind, as he reprefents it by 
his body. He was worlhipped at Rome, where he 
had a temple built at the foot of the Palatine Hill; 
his feafts were called Lupercaiia, and his priefts: 
Luperci. His decent is uncertain; but the com- 
mon opinion is, that he was born of Mercury and 
Penelope. For Mercury, loving her, and not be- 
ing able to move her to his wilhes, at laft changed 
himfelf into a very white goat, obtained his defire, 
and begat Fan of her, when fire kept the (beep of 
her father Icarus, in the mountain Taygetus. Pan, 
after his birth, was lapped up in the Ikin of a hare, 
and carried into heaven. 

He is defcribed half a goat, and horned, crown- 
ed with pine-leaves, with a fmiling and ruddy face, 
the feet and tail of a goat, and drefled in a fpot- 
ted fkin : he holds a crooked Itaff in one hand, and 
in the other a pipe compofed of uneven reeds, with 
the mufick of which, he can cheer even the goes 
theml'elves. 

Pan is a fymbol of the univerfal world; in his 
upper part he refembies a man, becaufe the fupc- 

rior 
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rior and celeftial part of the world is beautiful, ra- 
dient and glorious, as the face of this god, whofe 
rednefs is like the fplendour of the Iky; and his 
fpotted fkin is an image of the Harry firmament. 
In his lower parts he is dragged and deformed, 
which reprefents the Ihrubs, wild-beafts and trees 
of the earth : his pipe, of feven reeds, fignifies the 
harmony of the feven planets. 

They fay, that when Pan blows his pipe, the 
nymphs dance round him, and the dugs of the 
flreep are filled with milk; for he is the god of the 
Ihepherds and hunters, the captain of the nymyhs, 
the prefident of the mountains, and of a country 
life, and the guardian of the flocks, that graze up- 
on the mountains. 

Although his afpedt is very deformed, yet, being 
changed into a white ram, he gratified the moon: 
the nymph Echo alfo, becoming pregnant by him, 
brought forth a daughter called fringes, who gave 
Medea the medicines, wherewith Are charmed Ja- 
fon. He could not but pleafe Dryope, when he 
had laid afide his divinity, and made himfelf a 
fliepherd for her fake. 

Eut he could not court the nymph Syrinx, with 
inch fuccefs: For when ihe ran away, that ihe 
might avoid fo filthy a lover, (lie came to a river, by 
which being flopped, (lie there begged the Naiades, 
becaufe (he could not efcape the purfuing god, that 
they would change her into reeds; which being 
granted. Pan ot them made a pipe, which was 
called Syrinx, from the name of the nymph. In 
the lacrifices ot this god, they offered milk and ho- 
ney in fliepherds’ bottles. 

He was worfliipped chiefly in Arcadia, whence 
he is often Ailed the god of that countrv. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. XII. 

SYLVANUS. 

SYLVANUS is placed next to Pan, an old man, 
with goats feet a human face, and of little fta- 

tore, holding cyprefs in his hand ftretched out 
He is called Sylvanus, becaufe he prefides over the 
woods. He admired the boy Cypariffus, who had 
a very tame deer and in great efteem. When Syl- 
vanus had unawares killed this deer, and the boy 
died for grief, Sylvanus changed him into a cy- 
prefs tree, and carried a branch of it always in his 
hand in memory of the boy. 

CHAP. XIII. 

S I L E N U S. 

SILENUS follows, an old fellow, with a flat 
nofe, bald head, large and wide ears, and a 

fmall, flat, gor-bellyed body : he fits upon a faddle- 
backed afs; but when he walks on foot, he leans 
upon a ftaff. He was Bacchus’s fofter-father, maf- 
ter and continual companion, and confequentiy al- 
moft always drunk. The cup which he and Bac- 
chus ufed, was called Cantharus, and the ftaff, by 
which he fupported his ftaggering fteps wTas named} 
Ferula. The Satyrs attended andefteemed Silenus 
as a parent, and when they grew old, were called 
Sileni: and as to his afs, they feign, that he was 
tranflated into heaven, and placed among the ftars; 
becaufe, in the war againft the Giants, Silenus, rid- 
ing on him, did confiderable fervice to Jupiter. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

THE SATYRS. 
"'HE Satyrs are defcribed, having their heads 

armed with horns, goats’ feet and legs, crook- 
ed hands, their bodies rough with hair, and tails 
not much ihorter than horfes. 

There is no animal in nature more falacious and 
libidinous than thefe gods; for their very name 
Ihews the filthinefs of their difpofuion : and Pau- 
fanius proves this by an inftance of feme mariners, 
who, being driven by a ftorm upon a defart illand, 
and feeing themfelves furrounded by a flock of Sa- 
tyrs, betook themfelves again to their fliips; but 
the Satyrs having left the men, rufhcd upon the 
women, and committed all manner of rudtnc-fs up- 
on their bodies. 

CHAP. XV. 

THE FAUNS. 
HE Fauns are joined to the Satyrs, and differ 

almolt in name only, being not unlike them 
in appearance; for they are both horned and hoof- 
ed, and crowned with branches of the pine. They 
were efteemed rural gods by the boors, who, thro’ 
fear of their power, becaufe they were armed with 
horns and nails, and painted in a terrible fliape, 
worlhipped them with profound veneration. 

-Faunus, or Fatuellus, was the fan of Picus, king 
of the Latins. 

He married his own After Fauna or Fatua, and 
confecrated her a prieftefs, after which the got the 
gift of prophecy. There is a report alfo, that this 

Faunus 
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Faunus was the father and prince of the other Fain 
ni and Satyrs. His name was given him from pro' 
phefying; whence alfo we call men, fpeaking raflt- 
ly and inconfiderately, Fatui; becaufe they, who. 
prophecy, ufe to fpeak with another’s mind, what 
things themielves often do not underftand. 

CHAP. XVI. 

P R I A P U S. 

PRIAPUS is a (hamelefs and obfcene deity, and i 
therefore the painter out of modefty, left the I 

pidlure unfinifhed. He was the fon of Venus and ! 
Bacchus, born at Lampfacus, where his mother 
hating his deformity, and the enormous difpropor- 1 
tion of his members, rejefted him. Yet he was 
fo agreeable to the women of that place, that he 
was banilhed from the city by their hulbands, un- ! 

til, by the command of the Oracle, he was recal- 
led, and made god of the gardens; and therefore 
crowned with herbs. 

He carries a fickle in his hand, to cut off from 
the trees all fuperfluous boughs, and to drive away 
thieves, hearts and mifchievous birds. 

They fay that his deformity was occafioned hence, 
that Juno perceiving verms pregnant, and being en- 
flamed with jealoufy, under pretence of aflirting 
her in labour, fpitefully mifufed her, fo that the 
child was deformed from which he took his name. 

CHAP. XVII. 

ARISTjEUS. 
ARIST^EUS, was begotten of Apollo, and 

Cyrene, educated by the nymplif, and taught 
by 
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by them the art of making oil, honey and cheefe. 

He paffionately loved Eurydice, the wife of Or- 
pheus, and pulhed her into a wood, where (he was 
fo ftung by a ferpent, that (he forthwith died. The 
nymphs, from a hatred of the fadl, revenged her 
death by the deftrudlion of his bees. 

When Ariftaeus deplored fo great a lofs, having 
begged the afliftance of his mother, he learned 
from the Oracle, that Eurydice was to be appeafed 
by facrifices: which whilft he performed, and of- 
fered four bulls and as many heifers, it is reported, 
that a great fwarm of bees fuddenly burft forth 
from the carcafes of the bulls, and that he thus 
made up his lofs. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

TERMINUS. 

TERMINUS is alfo a god, and held in great 
honour at Rome: he is fo called, becaufe the 

boundaries of lands are under his protection. The 
ftatue of this god was either a fquare (tone, or a 
log of wood plained, which they ufually perfumed 
with ointment, and crowned with garlands. And 
indeed the land-marks were fo facred, that who- 
ever dared to move, plow up or transfer them elfe- 
where, his head became devoted to the Dii Ter- 
minales, and every one had a power of killing 
him. They did not facrifice animals tothele flones, 
becaufe it was unlawful to (lain them with the 
blood of vi&ims; but upon the laft day of the 
year, they offered to them wafers of bread, and 
the firft fruits of the corn; and the feftivals were 
called Tenninalia. 

DIANA. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

DIANA. 

DIANA is painted in a hunting habit, with a 
bow in her hand, a quiver full of arrows 

hanging down from her fhoulders; and her breaft 
covered with the fkin of a deer: flie was the god- 
defs of hunting and cbaftity. 

She has three different names, and as many of- 
fices: in the heavens (he is called Luna, on the 
earth Diana, and in hell Hecate. In the heavens 
fhe enlightens all things by her rays. On the earth 
Hie fubdues all the wild beads by her bow and 
darts ; and in hell die keeps in fubjection the ghods 
and fpirits, by her power and authority. The po- 
ets feign, that die has three heads ; of a hone on 
the right fide, of a dog on the left, and a woman 
in the nliddle. 

Some think, that die is called Triformis, becaufe 
the moon has a threefold figure; the new moon is 
f irmed into an arch ; the half-moon into a femicir- 
de; and the full moon fills her whole orb with light. 

She is called Luna from diining; becaufe in the 
night-time, die fends forth a glorious light. Her 
chariot is drawn by a black and white horfe; or by 
two oxen, becaufe of her horns ; fometimes adding 
a mule, for her barrennefs, fince die diines not with 
her own, but the borrowed light of the fun. 

It is the opinion of fome, that Luna was of both 
fexes, and that the Egyptians efpedal’y wordiip- 
ped the god Lunus, and alfothe gocdeisLuna; but 
with this difference, that thole who wordiipped 
Luna, were thought fubjecfl to the women, and 
thud, who honoured Lunns r-jre fv.rerior to them. 
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It is to be obferve.d alfo, that the men facrificed t 
Venus, under the name of Luna, in women’s dref 
and the women in men’s clothes. 

Thefhepherd Endymioii, is fuppofed to have bee 
Xuna’s gallant whom Ihe fo much admired, that ft 
the fake of hiding him, die came down from he?, 
ven to the mountain Latmusin Caria, where he la- 
in a certain cave, condemned to perpetual deep, bt 
caufe he attempted to violate the modefty of Junt 

Endymion was in reality a famous Altronome 
who nrft defcribcd the courfe of the moon, and hi 
•was faid to deep, becaufe he contemplated nothin 
but the planetary motions. 

She was called Hecate, either, becaufe the moo- 
darts her rays or arrows far off; or, becaufe the 
facrificed a hundred victims to her; or, becaufi 
by her edidV, thofe, who were not buried, wander 
ed a hundred years before they were carried ove 
to hell. 

She was the daughter of Ceres and Jupiter, and 
being cad out by her mother, and expofed in tly 
llreets, was taken up by fome diepherds and nout 
idled by them : for which reafon die was worfhip 
ed in the dreets, and her llatue ufually fet befor 
the doors of the houfes. 

They fay, that die was of a prodigious fize, am 
wonderfully tall, with her head frightful will 
fnakes indead of hairs, and feet refembling fei 
pents. She was encompaded with dogs; becauft 
that animal was facred to her. 

They fay, that die prelided over enchantments 
and that, being called feven times, die ufed to conn 
to the facrifices; which being finidied, feveral ap 
paritions were feen, called from her Hecatrea. 

This goddefs was called Lucina and Opis; be 
caufc 
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caufe (lie attended and gave afliftance to infants 
coming into the light of life; which office Ihe is 
faid firft to have performed to her brother Apollo, 
when herfelf, being juft born, was prefent, while 
her mother Latona brought him forth, and did the 
office of a midwife ; but (he was fo affrighted with 
her mother's pains; that (he refolved perpetually 
to preferve her virginity, feeing the pains to be 
endured in child-bearing are fo many. 

The women, after child-birth, ufed to facrifice 
to Juno, and to offer their own and the- infant's 
clothes to Diana. 

As this goddefs was a huntrefs, and the princefs 
of hunters, the woods, groves and forefts were con- 
fecrated to her: and becaufe it was believed, that 
(lie left off hunting on the Ides of Auguft, there- 
fore it was not lawful to hunt after that time; but 
they crowned the dogs with garlands, lighted 
torches of ftubble, and near them hung up their 
hunting inftruments. 

She was of fo inviolable a chaftity, that (he re- 
filled the folicitations of Mars and Apollo, though 
powerful and famous deities. 

Adlxon, the famous hunter, and fon of Ariftae- 
us, felt the vengeance of her offended modefty; 
for when he only looked at her, whilft (lie was 
naked in a fountain, (lie deferred not the punifh- 
ment of his impurity one moment; for being (prink- 
led with water by her, he was changed into a (tag, 
and afterwards torn in pieces by his own dogs. 

She alfo puniffied the arrogance of Chione, the 
daughter of Daedalion by Apollo and Mercury, 
hor when (lie had brought forth twins, namely, 
Philamon, a (kilful mulician, fon of Apollo, and 
Antolychus, the offspring of Mercury, famous in 

K * the 
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the art of Healing, (Ire bragged, that (he had gra 
tided two gods, and dared to prefer herfelf to Di; 
ana, (lighting the beauty of the goddefs; but (he 
enraged with anger, bent her bow, and piertef 
her tongue with an arrow. 

Meleager fuffered the puniflrment due to his fai 
ther Oeneus. For when he, in the offering of th 
fil'd fruits, wilfully forgot Diana ; the goddefs, be' 
ing angry, fent a boar to ravage the lands of hi 
kingdom of Caledonia. Meleager attended wit! 
many chofen youths, immediately went out to kil 
or drive him out. The virgin Atalanta joined her 
felf to the hunters, and (ird wmunded the boar, 
which Meleager foon after killed. 

He congratulated Atalanta more, becaufe (Ik 
wounded the wild bead, than himfelf, who hae 
killed it, and therefore gave her the boar’s (kin. 

But the uncles of Meleager, being enraged, took 
the prefent from the virgin; whereupon Meleager 
the giver, killed them. When his mother Althaea 
underdood that her brothers were killed by he: 
fon, being mad with fury, die prepared herfelf foi 
revenge. In Althaea’s chamber, when (he brough: 
forth Meleager, there was a dick, which the fate< 
took and threw into the fire, faying, that the in- 
fant fiiould live as long as it remained unconfumed. 
The mother fpeedily fnatched it out of the fire 
quenched it with water and laid it up. But now, 
moved with rage for the (laughter of her brothers, 
(he cad the branch into the flames, which burning, 
he alfo felt the fire in his bowels, and at lad, to- 
gether with it, was reduced to allies. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

PALES. 

ALES is the goddefs of the fliepherds and paf- 
ture, and by fome called Magna Mater and 

Vella. They oftered to her milk and wafers of 
millet for a good growth of pafture. Her fealls 
Palilia were celebrated upon the eleventh or 
twelfth of the Kalends of May, on which day Ro- 
mulus founded the city of Rome. 

The Ihepherds, in the fields, Itri&ly obferved her 
fellivals, that flie might drive away the wolves, 
and difeafes from the cattle. They were perform- 
ed with various rites; for they danced about and 
leaped over burning heaps of Itraw and chaff', dif- 
poftd in a particular order and diftance; and then 
purified the Ihecp and other cattle with fume of 
rofemary, laurel and fulphur. 

FLORA is the goddefs and prefident of flowers, 
and therefore was adorned and drefl'ed with 

them. 
Among the Romans, fhe was efteemed a goddefs, 

but in reality was a very intamous ffrumpet, who, 
by her abominable trade, heaped up great trea- 
lures, and made the Roman people her heir. 

Particularly, fire left a certain fum of money, 
out ot the yearly intereft of which her birth-day 
was celebrated, by exhibiting plays, which, in 

CHAP. XXL 

FLORA 

honour 
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honour of her, were called Florales or Floralia. 
But becaufe this appeared fcandalous and profane 
to the Senate, they refolved to cover that wicked- 
nefs by a fpecious title ; and appointed, that Flo- 
ra fhould be worfhipped as a goddefs, who might 
prefide over the flowers ; and that fhe fliould be ap- 
peafed by divine worfliip, that the plants and trees 
might flourifh. 

Her image was expofed in the temple of Caftor 
and Pollux-, drefled in a clofe coat holding, in her 
right hand, the flowers of beans and peafe; for, 
while the Floralia were performed, the ./Ediles 
fcattered beans, peafe and other pulfe among the 
people. Thefe games were proclaimed and begun 
by found of trumpet; and came at lalt to that ex- 
cefs of indecency, that perfons appeared naked. 
But when Cato, that feverecenfor of manners, came 
to be a fpedtator, the Romans had fo much remains 
of modefty left, that they would not proceed, till 
a perfon of his probity arid virtue had made his exit. 

CHAP. XXII. 

F E R O N I A. 

IT'ERONIA is the goddefs of the woods, and is 
placed near Flora, and indeed deferves the 

liigher'place, becaufe fruits are more valuable tiian 
flowers, and trees than fmall and ignoble plants. 

It is laid, that the had. a grove facred to her un- 
der the mountain Soradle : and that this grove, be- 
ing fet on fire, when the neighbours refolved to re- 
move the image of Feronia from thence, became 
green again. Strabo reports, that thofe who were 
infpired by the power of Feronia, ufed to walk up- 

on 
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on turning coals with their tare feet unhurt. Yet 
many believed that by Feronia was meant only 
that virtue by which flowers and fruits are produ- 
ced. Servants were made free in her temple, and 
received a cap, which was the badge of their li- 
berty, for tvhich they W'orlhipped her as their pro- 
teclreis. 

C H A P. XXIII. 

POMONA. 

POMONA,is the goddefs, the guardian, and 
the prefident not of the apples only, but alfo 

of all fruits, and product of trees and plants. 
This goddefs follow's Flora and Feronia in order; 

but in the greatnefs of the good things, which flte 
produces, flie furpaffes them: (lie had a proper 
pritft, wdio was called Flamen Pomonalis. 

When Pomona w'as drefling her gardens and or- 
chards, according to her cuftom, w ith remarkable 
care and diligent induftry; and was wholly em- 
ployed in watering and fecuring the'roots, and lop- 
ping off ail the luxuriance of the overgrffwn bulli- 
es ; Vertumnns, a principal god among the Rom- 
ans, w'ho could put on what forms he pleafed, be- 
ing charmed with her beauty, counterfeited the 
likenefs of an old woman, wrent into her garden, 
admired the apples, commended and fainted the 
virgin. Then taking an occaflon, from thofe things 
which he faw, at laft he turned his difeourfe to 
marriage ; affuring her, that there would not be 
w'anting feveral of the gods themlelves, who would 
pronounce themfelves very happy in Inch a wife. 
Obferve, fays he, the trees creeping up this wall, 

ft riving 
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ftrivlng with their rich plumbs and fine apples, 
which lhall excel the other; and yet, unlefs thefe 
were joined with Pales, by which they are fup- 
ported, as by hulbands, they would continue bar- 
ren, and bring forth nothing but leaves. She was 
not moved with thefe fpeeches, till Vertumnus 
changed himfelf into a young man, and then fhe 
alfo began to feel the force and power of love, and 
yielded to his defires. The meaning of this fable 
is, that Vertumnus is an emblem of the year, 
which turns itfelf into a variety of lltapes, accord- 
ing to the multitude of its productions in differ- 
ent feafons, but is at no time more graceful than 
in the feafon of ripe fruits, that is, when Pomona 
fubmits to his embraces. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

NYMPHS. 

NOT far from the gardens of Pomona, one may 
fee neat, pretty, beautiful and charming vir- 

gins almoft innumerabie : of whom fome run about 
the woods, and hide themfelves in the trunks of 
the aged oaks ; fome plunge themfelves into the 
fountains, and fome fwim in the rivers. They are 
all called by one common name Nymphs, becaufe 
they always look young, or, becaufe they firine 
with the luftre of beauty. Yet all have their pro- 
per appellations, which they derive either from the 
places wherein they live, or the offices, which they 
perform ; they arc efpecially diflributed into three 
clafies, Ceieftial, Terreftrial and Marine Nymphs. 

The Celeiliai Nymphs were thofe fouls and in- 
tellefls, who guided the fpheres of heaven, and dil- 
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penfed the ftarry influences on the earthly bodies. 

Of the Terreftrial Nymphs, feme prefided over 
the woods, and were called Dryades, becaufe they 
lived in the oaks: others were named Hamadrya- 
des, becaufe they were thought to have been born 
together with the oaks, and alfo to have died with 
them. 

The ancients believed, that whatever was born 
with the oaks, was fent from heaven, and divine ; 
and the Druids, priefts of the Gauls, efteemed no- 
thing more divine, and more facred, than the ex- 
crefcence flicking to the oak. 

Others of the Terreftrial Nymphs are called O- 
reades, or Oreftiades, becaufe they preijded over 
the mountains. The Napseae had the care of the 
forefts and valleys : the Lemoniades were fet over 
the meadows and fields; and the Melia had their 
name from the alh-trees facred to them ; and thefe 
were fuppofed to be the mothers of thofe children, 
who were accidently born under a tree, or expofed 
there. 

The Marine Nymphs were either thofe, which 
prefide over the feas, and were called Nereides or 
Nerinae, from Neieus and Doris their parents; or 
thofe over the fountains called Naides or Naiades; 
or elfe inhabit the rivers, named Fluviales or Po- 
tamides; or, laftly, thofe who prefide over the lakes 
and ponds called Limnades. 

Nymphs were attributed to almoft all the gods 
for their fervice : Jupiter had two, Neptune fifty, 
Phoebus his Mufes, Bacchus innumerable, Diana 
her huntrefles, Thetys the Nereides, and Juno 
fourteen attending her. 

Arethufa was one of Diana’s nymphs, not lefs 
chafte than beautiful. When lire was bathing her- 

feif 
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felf in a cryftal river, the pleafantnefs of the plact 
inviting* her, Alpheus, the god of the river, hav- t 
ing affiimed a human thape, arofe out of the wa- ] 
ter; firtt fainted her with kind words, then ap-| 
roached her; but die fled, and he followed : andi 
when he had almoft overtaken her, by the afliit- 
ance of Diana, the diffbived into a fountain, A1-! 
pheus then refunied his former fliape, and endca-r 
voured to mix his own with herflreams; but ins 
vain; for Arethufa ever continues her flight, and 
through a fubterranean paflage runs into Sicily. Al- 
pheus purfues her thither, and at laft unites and 
marries his own with her waters in that ifland. 

Echo was formerly a nymph, though now only' 
a voice; and even when (he was alive, (lie could 
only repeat the laft of many words. This the fuf- 
fered as a puniflient for hertalkativenefs: for when 
Juno came down from heaven to difcover Jupiter’s 
intrigues with the nymphs, Echo detained her with ; 
her tedious difcourfes, that the nymphs might have 
an opportunity of flying and hiding themfelves. 

This Echo by chance faw Narcifl'us rambling 
through the woods, admired, courted, followed and 
embraced the proud youth in her arms: but he 
broke from her embraces, and fled out of her fight; 
whereupon the defpifed nymph hid herfelf in the 
woods, and pined away with grief. 

Narciffus, for a puniftiment of his cruelty, fuf- 
fered as hard a fate; for though he would neither 
love others, nor be loved by them ; yet he pel idl- 
ed by love of himfeif. By thirft he was led to a 
fountain, whofe waters were clear and filver-co- 
loured : as foon as he (looped down to quench his 
thirft, having feen his own image, he flayed gaz- 
ing at it, and paflionately loves himfeif. At laft, 

being 
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being conftimed with love, by the favour of the 
gods, he was turned into a flower of his own name. 
The common offerings made to the Nymphs, were 
milk, oil, honey and wine. 

CHAP. XXV. 

RURAL GODS AND GODDESSES. 

TH E images of the inferior rural gods and god- 
defles are fmaller, than that they can be dil- 

cerned by the eyes; wherefore I will only recount 
their names. 

Rufina, who had the care of the country. 
Collina reigned over the hills. 
Vallonia holds her empire in the valleys. 
Hippona prelides over the horfes and ftables. 
Bubona protedfs the oxen. 
Seia takes care of the feed, whilft it lies buried 

in the earth. She is likewife called Segetia, when 
the green blade appears above ground. 

Runcina is the goddefs of weeding. 
Occator the god of harrowing. 
Sator of fowing. 
Sarritor of raking. 
The god Robigus was worfliipped, that he might 

drive away the mildew from the corn. 
Stercutiusor Sterquilinus, who firft invented the 

art of dunging the ground. 
Nodofus is fet over the knots and joints of the 

ftalks. 
Volufra is goddefs of the folds of the blades, and 

pods of the corn. 
Patelinaj when the ear breaks out of the pod. 
Flora, when the ear bloflbms. 

Laclura 
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Latlura or Ladlucina, when it begins to have 

milk. 
Matura, when it comes to maturity. 
Haftilina, when the crops were proportioned to 

the feed fown. 
Tutelina hath the tutelage of the com gathered.. 
Pilumnus invented the art of baking the corn. 
Melona found out the method of making honey. 
Fornax w'as efteemed a goddefs, becaufe, before 

the ufe of wheat, bread-corn was parched into a 
furnace. 

NEPTUNE. 
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PART HI. 

OF THE S E A-G O D S. 

CHAP. I. 

OF NEPTUNE. 

THIS is a glorious ami beautiful fcene,1 where 
the deities of the waters and marine gods, 

riding in fliells, are carried over the liquid plains 
of the fea; being themfelves the prefidents, the 
princes of the vaft finny regions, and the modera- 
tors of the flowing waves. 

The king of them all is Neptune, painted with 
black hair, and blue eyes, adorned with his three- 
tmed fceptre, fliining in an azure mantle, and con- 
fpicuous in his chariot, crouded with a numerous 
attendance of creatures, which refemble a filli in 
the upper, and a man in the lower part of the body. 

This Neptune is the governor of the fea, the 
father of the rivers and fountains, and the fon of 
Saturn by Ops. His mother preferved him from 
the devouring jaws of his father, who, as hath been 
remarked before, ate up all the male children, by 
giving a young foal in his Head. 

■\Vhf n 



THE HEATHEN GODS. 123 
When he grew up, his father’s kingdom being 

divided by lot, he obtained the maritime parts ot 
it. 

He and Apollo, by Jupiter’s command, were 
forced to ferve Laomedon in building the walls of 
Troy; becaufe, having formed a confpiracy with 
fome others, they refolved to fetter that god. 

Afterwards, being charmed with the beauty of 
Amphitrite, whofe difdain he had long borne, at 
lad, by the afliftance of a dolphin, and the power 
of flattery, he drew her into marriage. 

The Dolphin, in confideration of this fervice, was 
placed among the liars, and made a conilellation. 

Neptune had two other wives, Salacia and Ven- 
ilia, the former fo called from the fea, the latter 
Irom coming, becaufc, by the flowing and ebbing, 
the waters go and come, approach and retire by a 
reciprocal motion. 

As to the adlions of this god ; the poets fay, hav- 
ing ftruck the ground with his Trident, he pro- 
duced a horfe in Attica ; from which he is efteemed 
the prefident of horfe-races; and, at his rfltar in 
the Circus df Rome, games were inftituted, in 
which the rape of the Sabine virgins was repre- 
fented. 

He had his altar under ground, and they facri- 
ficed unto him under the name of Confos, or the 
god of counfel, which frequently ought to be giv- 
en privately; and therefore he was worlhipped in 
an obfcure and private place. The folemn games, 
called Confualia, were celebrated in the month of 
March in honour of Neptune, whofe other name 
was Confus; at which time, the horfes left off from 
working, and the mules were adorned with gar- 
lands of flowers. 

L 2 Hence 
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Hence nlib it happens, that his chariot is drawn 

by fea-horfes fometimes, as well as by dolphins. 
Thefe fea-horfes had only the two fore feet, and 
the tails of fillies. 

It was therefore Neptune’s office to prefide over, 
and govern both horfes and Ihips; and when he 
rides upon the waters, he always makes a calm. 

His more remarkable children were Phorcus or 
Phorcys and Proteus. The former was born of the. 
nymph Thefea. He was vanquithed by Atlas in a 
fea engagement, and drowmed in the Hoods; and 
his furviving friends, fuppofing that he was made 
a fea-god, worshipped him with divine honours. 

There was another Phorcy's different from him, 
wdiofe three daughters had only one eye common 
to them all: fo that when one of them defued to 
fee any thing, (lie fixed this eye in her forehead, as 
a diamond in a ring; afterwards Ihe pulled it out, 
gave it to her filter to ufe, and die to the third by 
turns, as there was need. 

Proteus, the other fon of Neptune, was keeper 
of the fea-calves and his mother was the nymph 
Phcenice. He could turn himfelf into what lliapes 
he would. Sometimes he diffolved into water, 
fometimes he was converted into fire, he became 
now a filh, now a lion, then a bird, or whatever 
elfe he pleafed. But this wonderful power of af- 
fuming any form, did not belong to Proteus alone ; 
for. 

Vertumnus, a god of the Romans, was endued 
with the like fatuity, as his name fhews, and he 
prelided over the turns of things, which happen 
according to expedlation. 

Periclimenus, the brother of Neltor, was endu- 
ed by Neptune with the like gift, was killed by 

Hercules 
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Hercules in the fhzpe of a fly. For when he fought 
againft Neleus, being violently pricked be the fling 
of a fly, Fallas difcovered that it was Fericlimen- 
us in that form. 

Meftra, or Meftre, or Metra, the daughter of E- 
rifidlhon, obtained this favour alio from Neptune, 
as a reward of her chaflity violated by him, that 
Are fhould put on the figure of any thing which fhe 
defired, that the better fhe might be able to fuc- 
cour her father’s infatiable hunger. 

Coenis, a Thefl'alian virgin for the fame caufe, 
got the like, yea, rather a greater privilege from 
this god, for being debauched by him, inftead of a 
reward, fhe obtained, that fhe might change her 
fex, and be wounded by no dart. 1 herefore, be- 
ing transformed into a man, fhe became and was 
called Cseneus, who afterwards, fighting againft the 
Centaurs, w7as overwhelmed alive with a great load 
of trees heaped upon him, and changed into a bird 
of his own name. 

C H A P. II. 

TRITON, and the other Gods of the Sea. 

^T’R.ITON, the fon of Neptune by Amphitrite, 
was alfo his companion and trumpeter, who 

bearing the likenefs of a man down to the navel, 
refembles a fifli as to the reft. His feet are like the 
fere feet of a horfe ; his tail forked and crooked; 
and his hair not unlike wild paifly. 

Oceanus, another of thefe marine deities, was 
defc nded of Coelum and Vella, who, by the an- 
cients, was called the father not only of all rivers, 
but alio of the animals, and of the gods them- 

L 3 felves 



120 THE HISTORY OF 
felves; and they fay, that all things took their be- 
ginning from him. He is reported to have begot, 
of his wife Thetys, three thuufand fons, the moft 
eminent ot whom was 

Nereus, a famous prophefier, nurfed and educat- 
ed by the waves, dwelling chiefly in the .fEgean 
lea. who by his wife Doiis had fifty daughters cal- 
led from him Nereides. 

Palxmon, and Ino his mother, were made fea- 
deities on this occafion. When the faw one of her 
Ions, Learchus by name, torn in pieces and dallied 
to the wall by her hufoand Athamas, who was en- 
raged by the Furies; and fearing the like fate to 
herfelf and her furviving child, having taken the 
boy in her arms, llie threw herfelf and him head- 
long into the fea, and froth drew their divinity from 
the waters, having made fhipv. reck only of their 
former names; for lire v as called Leucothea, and 
he Paliemon by the Greeks, but by the Latins Por- 
tumnus. 

Glaucus, the fiflierman, got divine honours by 
a more pleafant way. For when he had fpread the 
filhes, which he caught by his nets, on the blink, 
and had obferved, that, at the touch of a certain 
herb, they recovered their ftiength, and leaped a- 
gain into the waters; wondering at the efiedt, he 
defined to prove the quality of the herb,, and hav- 
ing tailed it, he inltantly followed his fillies, jump- 
ing into the waters, and became a fea-god. 

Canopus, a god of the Egyptians, is to be added 
to thefe deities of the waters; who, by the help 
of that element, gained a memorable victory over 
the gods of the Chaldeans. 

1-or, acontroverfy ariling between thefe two peo- 
ple, whole god was the greater and mote power- 

ful, 
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ful, the priefts of both nations, together with their 
gods, met by appointment to decide the matter. 

The image of Canopus, and Fire, the deity of the 
Chaldeans, are placed the one againft the other, 
ready to fight: but Canopus, whole belly was a 
pitcher full of water, and with holes covered with 
wax fo fmall, that no eyes could deicern them, be- 
ing enraged with anger, and entiamed at the light 
of the god Fire, the wax melting with the heat, 
alfaulted the enemy with Inch violence, that with 
his liquid darts, he quite extinguilhed and lubdu. 
ed him, and returned victor from the battle. 

HE Sirens were three, defcended of uncertain 
parents; fome fay, that they were the oft- 

fpring of Achelous the river, and Melpomene the 
Mufe : they had the faces of women, but the bo- 
dies of flying filh. They dwelt near the Promon- 
tory Pelorus m Sicily or in the iflands called Sire- 
nufea, fituate in the extreme parts ot Italy ; where 
they drowned in the fta all men failing by thefe 
coalts, being firlt charmed with the fweetnefs of their 
tinging, then compofed in a deep deep, and after- 
wards they took them out and devoured them. 
Their names were Parthenope, Eigea, and Leucolia. 

That their charms might more talily Hide thro’ 
the ears into the mind of the hearers, they adoed 
the meafures and notes of the harp, to the modu- 
lations of tl^e voice; and adapted the matter of 
the fong to every one’s temper, by fome enticing 
the ambitious, by others the voluptuous, and by 

C H A P. III. 

THE SIRENS, 

others 
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others the covetous, drawing them to deftrudtion. 

Uiytres and Orpheus only efcaped. The former, 
being forewarned by Circe ot his danger from their: 
finging, Hopped his own and the ears of his com- 
panions with wax, and ordered himfelf to be bound 
to the maft of the ihip; by which means, he was' 
carried fafely pall the fatal coafts. 

The latter, namely Orpheus, evercame them in 
their own art; for, linking his harp, and celebrat- 
ing the praifes of the gods, he far out-did the mu-' 
lick of thefe monfters ; fo that out of defpair, they 
threw themfelves into the fea, and were turned in-, 
to Hones. 

By this fidtipn the poets would fignify, that the 
minds of men are depofed from their proper feat 
and Hate, by the allurements of pleafures, and that' 
there is no more deadly plague given by nature to 
men. Whoever purfues them, foon makes fhip- 
wreck of reafon. Whoever then defires to decline 
them, it is neceffary, that his ears be Hopped to 
their charms, but opened to the mufick of Orphe- 
us, that is, to the inltrudlions and precepts of the 
wife. 

CHAP. IV. 

SCYLLA AND CHARYBDIS. 

SOME fay, that Scylla was a moH beautiful wo- 
man from the bread downwards, but had fix 

dogs heads at her under parts : Others report, that, 
in the upper part of the body, Hie Ihew'ed the ap- 
pearance of a woman, but in the lower, of a fer- 
pent and wolf. All, however, affirm her to have 
been the daughter of Phcrcus. 

She 
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She being er.flamed with mutual afl'eiSion to- 

wards Glaucus. who loved her exceedingly, Circe, 
who alfo admired him, was enraged that Seylla 
Ihould be preferred to her; and therefore in revenge 
infedled the fountain, wherein her rival ufed to 
bathe, with poifonous herbs. Scylla, being igno- 
rant of the thing, and entering the fountain, foon 
perceived the lower part of her body changed in- 
to the heads of dogs; which affe<£!ed her with fuch 
grief, that file call herfelf headlong into the neigh- 
bouring fea, where Ihe was turned into a rock, in- 
famous for many fhipwrecks. 

This rock, which ftill is feen in the fea, dividing 
Italy from Sicily, between Medina and Rhegium, 
a town of Calabria, is faid to be furrounded with 
dogs and wolves, becaufe the noife of the waves, 
broken upon this great rock by the returning tide, 
refembles the barking and howling of thefe animals. 

Charybdis is a vaft whirlpool in the fame Sicili- 
an fea, over againft Sylla, which boils up with the 
fwelled rolls of the water, and, with its edies, 
fwallows and vomits up again all near it. 

They fay, that this Charybdis was a very raven- 
ous woman, who, when (he dole Hercules’s oxen, 
being (truck by Jupiter with a thunder-bolt, was 
turned into that Gulph. 

Thefe fables reprefent the vices of luxury and 
gluttony, which render the voyage of life very 
hazardous. 

The former, like Scylla, draws unwary paffen- 
gers by the deceitful charms of beauty; and wdien 
(he hath once entangled them in her fnares, (lie 
tortures, vexes, torments and difquiets them with 
rage furpafiing the madnefs of dogs, or the raven- 
oufnefs of wolves. 

The 
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The latter, namely gluttony, is an infatiable 

gulph, which buries families alive, devours eftates 
and patrimonies, confumes lands and treafures, and 
fucks up all things. They are neighbouring vices 
like Scylla and Charybdis, and indeed too often adt 
with united force ; for you will hardly find a man 
addidfed to .gluttony, who is not alfo befmeared 
with the filth of bale pleafures, and wholly given 
up to the moft vile and impudent lulls. 
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PART IV. 

OF THE INFERNAL DEITIES. 

 “i-StS SKS QSXirsr*-  
CHAP. I. 

OF HELL. 
WE will now treat of the infernal deities, an 

the dark and gloomy regions of Hell. Th, 
paffage, that leads to thefe dominions, is a dee; 
cave, with a wide month, a rocky decent, over 
fhadowed with a grove, and dreadful with the lak. 
Avemus, whence fuch poifonous vapours arife, tha 
birds, attempting to fly over it, are immediatel' 
killed by the ftench of it. 

Before the very entrance of hell, fits forrow, re 
vengeful cares, pale dil'eafes, repining old age, feat 
famine, poverty, labour and death. Next llcep 
the half-brother of death, the evil pleafures of i 
guilty mind, fatal war, fraud and violence, alfo th( 
iron beds of the furies, and mad difcord tying he) 
fnaky hair with bloody ribbands. 

C II A P. II. 

CHARON. 
Cl IIARON is the ferry-man of hell, a nafty, 

4 pale, long-bearded old fellow; he waits with 
his 



THE HEATHEN GODS. 133 
li!s boat, that he may carry over to the other fide, 
the fouls of the dead, which flock to the fliores in 
troops; yet not all promifeuoufly, but thofe only, 
whofe bodies are committed to the grave ; for the 
unburied wander about the fliores an hundred years, 
and then are admitted into the boat, having firlt 
paid to Charon a half-penny by way of fare. 

There are four rivers to be pafl'ed over by the 
dead. 

The firft is Acheron, who formerly was the fon 
of Terra or Ceres, born in a cave, and conceived 
without a father; and becaufe he could not endure 
to behold the light, he ran down to hell, and was 
changed into a river, whofe waters are extreme- 
ly bitter. 

The fecond is Styx, which is a lake rather than 
a river, and was formerly the daughter of Oceanus, 
and the mother of the goddefs Victoria by Acheron. 

When Vidtoria flood on Jupiter’s fide, in the war 
againft the Giants, flie obtained this prerogative for 
her mother Styx, that the gods (hould not violate 
her deity by any oath; if any of them Ihould adi 
contrary, he (hould be baniflied from the nedlar 
and table of the gods a year and nine days ; hence 
they held an oath by the Stygian Lake facred. 

The third river Cocytus flows with a lamenta- 
ble, anti as it wpre, a groaning noife, imitating and 
increafing the howling of the damned. 

The fourth is Phlegethon, or Periphlegethon, 
which fwells with fiery wraves, and rouls ftreams 
of flames. The fouls of the dead, having pafled 
over thefe rivers, are carried to Pluto’s palace ; in 
the gate of which, Cerberus watches, a Dog with 
three heads, begotten of Ecludna andTyphon; and 
whofe body is covered with {hakes inftead of hair. 

. M CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

PLUTO. 

PLUTO is the king of hell, begotten of Saturn 
and Ops, and the brother of Jupiter and Nep-; 

tune. Thefe infernal kingdoms are attributed toll 
him, not only becaufe the weftern parts of the 
world fell to him by lot; but alfo becaufe he in-; 
troduced the ufe of burying and funeral obfequies: 
hence he is believed to exercife a fovereignty over 
the dead. He fits on a dark throne, holding a key 
inftead of a fceptre, and wearing a crown of ebo- 
ny. Sometimes he is crowned with a diadem, 
fometimes with the flowers 'of the daffodil, and 
fometimes with the leaves of cyprefs, becaufe he 
is delighted with thefe plants, efpecially the daf-* 
ibdil; for Proferpina was gathering that flower, 
when he ftole her away. His horfes and chariot are 
of a black colour; and himfelf is often painted 
with a rod in his hand for a fceptre, and covered 
with a head-piece. 

The key, in his hand, fignifies, that the dead are 
locked up in the other world, fo as that they cannot 
return to life again; for he prefides over life and 
death, and has alfo the power of lengthening or 
Ihortening the lives of men on this earth. He is 
alfo the god of riches, becaufe they are dug up 
from beneath. 

C H A P. IV. 

P L U T t S. 

PLUTUS, though he is not one of the infernal 
gods, is joined to Pluto, becaufe of the affini- 

ty 
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ty of the name and office ; for both of them are 
gods of riches, which are the root of all evils, and 
which nature, the common parent, hath placed near 
hell: nor indeed is there any nearer way to that 
place, than by hunting after riches too eagerly. 

This Plutus was the fon of Jafon, or Jafius, by 
Ceres: He was blind, lame, void of judgement, 
and of a very timerous nature ; which infirmities 
were juftly aferibed to him ; for he too often paffes 
by good men, in the diftribution of his treafures, 
and loads the wicked with riches; which fliews 
that he is blind. Wealth, got by induftry, comes 
llowly, and therefore they feign him lame: And 
laftly, he was timorous, becaufe the rich ufe to 
watch over their treafures with great care and fear. 

CHAP. V. 

PROSERPINA. 

PROSERPIN A is queen of hell, the infernal 
Juno and wife of Huto. She was the daugh- 

ter of Jupiter, who being difguifed in the fliape of 
a bull, begat her of Ceres; and after fhe was born, 
and grown up, he debauched her, though his own 
daughter, in the form of a dragon. 

When none of the goddefl'es would marry Pluto, 
becaufe of his deformity, being vexed that he was 
fo delpited, and forced to live a Cngle life, he in a 
rage mounted his chariot, and fuddenly fprung up 
from a den of Sicily; where, having feen a com- 
pany of very beautiful virgins, gathering flowers 
in the fields of Enna, he, enflamed with love, ruflt- 
ed upon one ef them, and the moft charming, Pro- 
ferpina by name, carried her off with him, and 

M 2 funk 
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funk into tlie earth not far from Syracufe, vrhel 
fuddenly a lake arofe. The other nymphs, hi 
companions, being itruck with fear difperfed, C4 
res, the mother, came to find her daughter, but 'p 
vain. Iherefore having kindled torches at tli 
flames, which burft forth from the top of Mouip 
^itna, Ihe feeks Proferpina throughout all tit 
countries of the world. At laft Ihe was allured b 
the nymph Arethufa, that Ihe was ftolen by Pint* 
and carried down into his dark dominions. Cereji 
enraged with anger, immediately goes to Jupitef 
and complains of the violence offered to her daugft 
ter by his brother Pluto. Jupiter promifed that fli 
fliould return to the world, provided fhe had taftfii 
nothing in hell. Hereupon Ceres went down r«t 
joicing, and Proferpina was returning, tiiumphirjji 
with great tranfport, when Afcalaphus told, tha’ 
he faw Proferpina, while fhe walked in Piuto’s oty 
chard, pluck a pomegranate, and eat fome graiii 
of it; by which fatal difeovery, her return wa 
flopped. The mother, amazed at this mifehanej 
and incenfed, changed Afcalaphus into an owl, aj 
ill-boding bird; and then, by importunate prayeij; 
extorted from Jupiter, that Proferpina fliould livji 
half the year with her, and the reft of the time 
with her hufband Pluto. She afterwards fo loveh 
this difagreeabie hufband, that, being fubjecl t| 
jealoufy, Ihe turned his miltrefs Mentha into min ii 
an herb of her own name. 

The fignification of the fable is this, Ceres it 
the earth, Proferpina is the fertility of the eart!^ 
or rather the feed, which lies buried under grounji 
in the winter, and in the fummer breaks forth, an ji 
becomes fruit: thus Proferpina lives half the yeas 
in hell and the other half in heaven. J 
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CHAP. VI. 

THE FATES. 

TH E Fates are three old ladies, drefled in fnow- 
white garments with a purple border, the 

daughters of Nox and Erebus, or of neceflity, or 
• of the fea, or of that rude and indigefted mafs, 
which the ancients called Chaos. They are three 
in number, becaufe time divides itfelf into part, 
prefent and future; and their names are Clotho, 
Lachefis, and Atropos. Their office is to manage 
the fatal thread of life; for Clotho holds the dif- 
taff and draws the thread ; Lachehs turns the fpin- 
dle ; and Atropos cuts the thread with fciflars: that 
is, the tirtt calls us into life ; the fecond determin- 
ates our lot and condition ; and the third concludes 
life. 

CHAP. VII. 

THE FURIES- 

THE furies are monfters with a woman's face, 
but full of terror, armed with lighted torch- 

es, and frightful with fnakes, lafliing their necks • 
and ffioulders. Their names are Aledlo, Tifipho- 
ne, and Megaera, the offspring of Nox and Ache- 
ron, who are edeemed virgins; becaufe, fince they 
are the avengers of evil deeds, they cannot be cor- 
rupted or perverted, fo as that the wicked may 
eicape puniihment. They are three in number, be- 
came there are as many paffions of the mind, name- 
ly, Anger, Covetoufnels, and Lull:, by which mor- 

M 3 tals 
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tals are hurried headlong into all fort? of wicked- 
nefs; for Anger begets hatred and revenge ; Co< 
vetoufnefs feeks immoderate wealth, by right on 
wrong; and Lull perfuades to purfue pleafures at 
any rate. 

The meaning of the fabl>> is, that every one’s own 
fraud and terror difturbs him molt; that his own 
wickednefs torments him ; his madnefs affeifts him; 
and his evil thoughts and ladies of confcience af- 
fright his mind. Thefe are the continual and do- 
meftick furies to the wicked, which both night and 
day exadl the deferved punilhment of all their 
crimes. 

CHAP. VIII. 

N O X. 
OX is the moft ancient of all the goddefles, 
the lifter of Erebus, and daughter of Chaos. 

She had by her brother a daughter death, and a 
fon deep, who gives peace of mind to mortals, takes 
away all care and folicitude, remedies the members 
of the body, wearied with hard fervices, and re- 
cruits them for their daily labours. In the palace 
of deep, there are two gates; one of ivory, thro’ 
which falfe dreams pafs ; the other of horn, which 
emits true vidons. 

Morpheus is the fervant of deep, who can change 
hitnfelf into all diapes and figures, and prefents tne 
dreams to perfons deeping. 

C H A P. IX. 

THE THREE JUDGES OF HELL. 
rT''HE three judges of hell are Minos, Rhada- 
X manthus, and yliacus, who for their lingular 

prudence 
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prudence, temperance and equity, while they flour- 
iihed in Crete, were thought worthy to pais len- 
ience upon the fouls of the dead. 

The two find were the fons of Jupiter by Euro- 
pa, the laft by Hugina. When iEacus alone efcapc-d 
from the plague, which fwept away all the lub- 
jedls of the queen his mother, he bclought Jupiter 
his father, that ha would repair the race of man- 
kind aimoft estinifd. Jupiter heard him, and turn- 
ed a great multitude of ants, which crept about 
in an old hollow oak, into men, called Myrmidones, 
from a Greek u'ord fignifying an ant. 

Pluto adigned to thefe three their rt fpedlive pro- 
vinces thus; that Rhadamanthus ihould judge the 
Afiaticks, .fEacus the Europeans, each holding a 
flail'in his hand ; but Minos, being honoured with 
a golden feeptre, and fitting alone, fhould overite 
the judgements of thefe two; and if there fhov.ld 
arife any more doubtful ami difficult cafe, he fhouid 
decide it. 

CHAP. X. 

OF THE GIANTS. 

WE pafs now from the judges to the criminals, 
teprefented in the moft horrid colours. It 

' will be fuflicient to mention a few of the moil not- 
■ ed, and lightly to touch at their crimes and pu- 

r.ifhments. 
The Giants were defeended of Terra and the 

blood of Ccelum, which flowed from the dilhonour- 
able wound, which his fon Saturn gave him. '1 hey 

j were very high in ftature, and formidable w ith the 
1 reel of dragons; their looks and bodies were full 

of 
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of terror, and their imprudence was fo great, tha 
they ftrove to depofe Jupiter from the pofieflion < 
heaven. Having thus engaged with the celeitia 
gods, they heaped up mountains upon mountain! 
and from thence darted trees fet on fire into he a 
ven. They hurled alfo prodigious ftones, and foli- 
rocks, which, afterwards falling again upon th 
earth, or into the fea, became mountains or iflandt 

The battle was fought in the Phlegrsean plaint 
near the borders of Campania, but unfuccefsfull; 
by the giants, who were deftroyed by the thunde 
of Jupiter, the arrows of Apolho, or the arms of th* 
other gods; and fome fay, that ferpents, and othe 
venemous and pernicious animals, were produced 
out of the blood of the (lain, that was fpilt upon 
the earth. The molt eminent of thefe giants wer* 

Typhaeus, or Typhon, begotten of Juno alone 
of fo prodigious a bulk, that he was faid to touch 
heaven u'ith his head, the call with one hand, and 
the weft with the other : A hundred dragons’ head; 
grew from his fhoulders; his whole body was cov 
ered with feathers, fcales, rugged hair, and adders? 
his eyes fparkling, and mouth belching out flames, 
from his finger ends fnakes ifliied, and his feet had 
the fhape and folds of a ferpent’s body. At laft ht 
was overcome, and thrown down; and, left he 
fiiould rife again, the whole ifland of Sicily was 
laid upon him. This ifland was alfo called Trina- 
cria, becaufe it bears the form of a triangle, where 
are three promuntaries, Pelorus, Pachynus, and) 
Lilybseus; his right hand was under the firft, hi; 
left under the fecond, and his legs were prefled 
down by the third. 

JEgason was another prodigious and cruel giant, 
to whom the poets aferibe fifty heads, and a hun- i 

dr^d I 
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dretl hands : He hurled a hundred rocks againft Ju- 
piter at one throw ; by whom notwithftanding be- 
ing overcome, he was bound in a hundred chains, 
and thrufl under the mountain ./Etna, which calls 
forth great flames of fire, as oft as he moves his fide. 

Aloeus, when, for his decrepid age, he was un- 
able to take up arms againft the gods, fent Othus 
and Ephialtes, the fons of his wife by Neptune, in 
his own Head, to give affiftance to the Giants: but 
thefe alfo met with the like fate, and fuffered pu- 
nifhments in hell fuitable to their raflmefs. 

Tityus was the fon of Jupiter and Elara, born in 
a fubterranean cave, in which the god had hid his 
mother, fearing the anger of Juno. The time of 
her delivery being come, flte brought forth a boy 
of fuch wonderful bignefs, that the earth itfelf 0- 

, pened, to give him a pafl’age out of the cave into 
the light of life : hence he was believed to be the 

1 fon of the earth. 
He afterwards, by the perfuafion of Juno, not 

f fcrupling to accufe Latona of adultery, was ftruck 
by the thunder of Jupiter, and thrown down to 
hell, where, being ftretched on the ground, he is 
faid to cover nine acres of land with his body, and 
to give his liver, which grows again with the moon, 
to a vulture to be devoured. 

To thefe may be added the Titans, defc?nded of 
Terra and Cceium, the chief of whom was Titan- 
us the elder brother of Saturn, who made war a- 
gainft Jupiter, for ufurping the kingdom due to 
him by hereditary right. But in this war he and 
his party were beaten, and caft down to hell. 

There were alfo others remarkable for their 
crimes. Such was Phlegyas, king of the Lapithte 
in Theffaly, and the father of the nymph Coronis. 

When 
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When he knew that Apollo had debauched hiV 
daughter, raging with anger, he burnt the temple-* 
of the god at Delphi, for which the enraged deity 
fliot him with an arrow, and punilhed him thus; 
that, fitting under a great ftone, continually threat- 
ning his ruin, he fhould ever dread what he never 
fuffers, and, from his fear, call out to men, that 
they may learn to exercife juftice, and not contemn 
the gods. 

Ixion was the offspring of this Phlegyas, who,, 
having killed his After, and obtained his pardon 
from the gods, was advanced to heaven. But he 
was fo fwelled with his profperity, that he attempt- 
ed to offer violence to Juno ; wdierefore for a pun- 
ifliment of his moft infolent attempt, Jupiter fent 
a cloud in the (hape of Juno, which the infatuated 
lover embraced, and from thence, they fay, thefe 
abominable monfters the Centaurs were born. 
When he was thrown down to the earth again, and 
boafted every where, that he had debauched the 
queen of the gods, he was ftruck with thunder 
headlong into hell, where, being tied to a wheel, 
he is continually turned round. 

Saimoneus was king of Elis, who defpifed king- 
ly, but courted divine honours. That he might at- 
tain thefe, he built a high brazen bridge over the 
city, and drove his chariot over it, to imitate Ju- 
piter’s thunder; from whence alfo he threw down 
lighted torches upon the people, and commanded 
all, that were touched by them to be killed ; thus 
imitating the power and vengeance of the gods. 
But Jupiter, not fuffering his infolence, call him 
down headlong from his high theatre into hell. 

Sifyphus was a famous robber, killed by Thcfe- 
us. His punilhment in hell is to roul a great ftonc 

to 
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to the top of a high hill, which no fooner touches 
the top, than it is tumbled down again. 

The Belides, fo called from their grandfather Be- 
lus, and Danaides, from their father Daqaus, were 
fifty virgin-filters, whom the father married to as 
many fons of his brother. But when he heard from 
the Oracle that he fliould be cut oft' by one of his 
fons-in-law, he enjoined his daughters, that, on their 
wedding-night, being privately provided with dag- 
gers, they fliould kill every one her own hulband 
alleep. Everyone executed the contrived wicked- 
nefs except Hypermneftra, who fpared her hulband 
Lynceus, who afterwards, having killed Danaus, 
took his kingdom. The other wicked filters, for a 
punifliment of fuch impiety, draw waters out of a 
very deep well, which they conftantly pour into a 
tub bored through like a fieve, ’till they fill it; 
which attempting in vain, they are tormented with 
infinite and unprofitable labour. 

Tantalus was the fon of Jupiter by the nymph 
Plota. When flie had invited all the gods to a 
fealt, to prove their divinity by an infallible expe- 
riment, he fet his own fon Pelops before them to 
eat. All reftrained from the horrid diet, except 
Ceres, who ate the child’s flioulder; but inftead of 
it, the gods fubftitued an ivory one, and having re- 
called his foul out of hell by Mercury, reftored him 
to life again. 

This is the Pelops, who, by his wife, Hippoda- 
mia, had Atreus and Thyeftes; the latter whereof 
was banifhed, becaufe he corrupted his brother’s 
wrife, and after he wras recalled, ate up thofe child- 
ren begotten in adultery; for Atreus had killed 
them, andbrought them in diflies to the table, where 
himlclf and his brother were dining together. 

With 
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With the horror of which farft, it is reported, th, 
the fun went backward, having turned his cour. 
to the ealt again. But as Tantalus was much mci 
wicked, fo his punifliment was greater; for heir 
driven down to hell, amidd elegant entertainment 
he is tormented with eternal hunger and third; 
being forbidden to drink the waters flowing up 
his lips, and obliged to withhold his teeth from th* 
meats put juft to his mouth. They fay alfo, tha 
he divulged the fecrets of the gods to men ; an 
therefore a weighty ftone hangs over his head, cos 
tinually threatning his deftruction. The fable « 
Tantalus reprefents the condition of a mifer, wh 
is poor in the midft of plenty, and as much wan; 
the things that he has, as thole which he has no 

CHAP. XI. 

THE CENTAURS. 

''HE Centaurs were the ancient inhabitants c 
Thefialy, and the firft who tamed horfes, an 

nfed them in war; from whence it came to pal 
that, being feen riding on horfes, they were fuppor 
cd to have members partly of men, partly of hor; 
es: But the poets fay, that Ixion begat them ot 
cloud, 'which he believed to be Juno. 

Ceryon was (aid to have three bodies, becaufjr 
he was king of the three iflands, which were cal} 
led Balearides; or becaufe there were three brcji 
thers of the fame name, fo united in mind and alt 
feiflions, that they were believed to be animale- 
and governed by one foul. They add, that he kewa 
oxen, which devoured all ftrangers, and that the |< 
were guarded by a dog with two, and a lerptri;a 
with feven heads. 

Thfl 
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The Harpyes, fo called from their rapacity, were 

torn of Oceanus and Terra, with the faces of vir- 
gins, and bodies of birds : their hands were armed 
with claws, and they lived in the illands. Their 
names were Aeiio, Ocypete, and Celaeno, which 
laft brought forth Zephyrus, and Balius and Xan- 
thus the horfes of Achilles. The three Gorgons, 
Medufa, Sthenio, and Uryale, were the daughters 
of Phorcus and Cete: their heads were dreadful with 
vipers inftead of hairs, by which they ftruck fo 
greatterror into beholders, that they prefently hard- 
ened into ftones. By this fable they would repre- 
fent the wonderful beauty of thefe (tilers, which was 
fuch, that thofe, who faw them, feemed to (land, 
with amazement, in the fame place, as if they were 
ftones. 

The Lamia:, or Empufe, as others call them, 
were defcended of the fame parents: they had on- 
ly one eye, and one tooth common to them all, 
which they kept at home in a certain little veflel, 
and whofoever of them went abroad, Ihe ufed 
them. They had the faces and alfo the necks and 
breads of women; but their inferior parts were 
covered with fcales and ended in ferpents. They 
ufed to entice men by deceit, and then devour 
them : for with their naked breafts, open bofoms, 
and down-caft eyes, as it were out of modefty, 
they tempted beholders firft to difeourfe, and then 
they flew to their throats, ftrangled and tore them 
mod barbaroufly. 

The Chimr-ra is a monfter which vomits forth tire, 
having the head and bread of a lion, the belly of 
a goat, and the tail of a dragon. A mountain of 
Lycia, from whence flames of fire break forth, gave 
occahor. to the fcble ; tor lions dwell in the top of 
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it, goats in the middle, which abounds with pa 
tore, and ferpents at the bottom: and becaul 
Bellerophon made this mountain habitable, he i 
laid to have killed the Chimera. 

Sphinx was a monfter begotten of Typhon an i 
Echidna, having the head and face of a young woi’i 
man, the wings of a bird, and the body and fee* 
of a dog. She lived in the mountain Sphincius 
whence the aflaulted all paflengers, and jnfefted tin 
country about Thebes. Apollo, being confultet 
concerning her, made anfwer, That there woiilc i 
be no end of fo great an evil, unlefs fome body re 
folved the riddle of Sphinx; which when many at-, 
tempted in vain, and were torn by the monfterp 
Creon, at that time reigning at Thebes, havings 
publifhed an edidf through all Greece, promife^j 
that he would give his lifter Joeafta in marriage tc 
the man who tlmuld explain it The riddle was ; 
What animal goes upon four feet in the morning, 
upon two at noon, and three at night ? Oedipus, 
encouraged with the hope of the reward, under- 
took it, and happily explained it; telling, that the 
creature was man, who, in his infancy, creeping | 
on his hands and feet, is four-footed, when age ad-j 
vances, he is two-footed, becaufe he ufes no other > 
fupport than that of his feet; but when he is o!d„( 
he is fupported by the help of a ftaft', and fo mayji 
be faid to be three-footed. Sphinx took this fo ill,] 
that tire immediately caft herielf headlong from a; 
rock, and died. 

Oedipus was the fon of Laius, king of Thebes, f 
Soon after his birth, his father commanded a foi-- 
dier to carry the child into a wood, and kill him, 
becaufe it had been foretold by the Oracle, that he>i 
Ihould be cut off by him : but the foldier being : 

moved i! 
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moved with compaffion, and afraid to imbrue his 
hands in the royal blood of the innocent, having 
pierced his feet with iron, hung him upon a tree, 
to be killed with hunger. One of the Ihepheids of 
Polybius, king of Corinth, found him, and brought 
him to the queen, who, wanting children, educat- 
ed him as her own fon. When he grew up, being 
informed that he was not the fon of Polybius, re- 
folved to find his parents; and having confulted 
the Oracle, he heard, that he would find his father 
in Phocis. While he goes thither, he met :ome 
travellers, among whom a quarrel arifing, he kil- 
ed his father unknown to him : then going to A- 
thens, he married his own mother Jocaila, and by 
her had two fons, Eteocles and Polynices, and as 
many daughters, Antigona and Ifmena. At length, 
when by clear proofs, he difcovercd, that he had 
killed his father, and married his mother, he was 
feized with lb great madnefs, that he pulled out 
his own eyes, and had laid violent hands on him- 
felf. but that his daughter Antigona prevented, 
and led him about, being then blind. 

Eteocles and Polymces, fons of Oedipus and Jo- 
cafta, fucceeded their father in the government, on 
this condition, that they fliould reign by turns. 
But l-teocles, the elder, after he had governed the 
firft year, reful'ed to give place to his brother Po- 
lynices- Hence a grievous war broke out, in which 
the two brothers engaging in a fingle combat, kil- 
led one another by mutual wounds. They fay that 
their enmity lafted in their bodies alter death, 
which being placed on the fame pile, to be burnt 
by the fame fire, the flames refuted to unite, but 
were divided into two parts. 

N 1 CHAP- 
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CHAP. XII. 

E L Y S I U M. 

L YSIUM is a place, in the infernal dominions. 
abounding with pleafures and delights; whi- 

ther the fouls of the good go, after they are loofed 
from the chains of the body, and purged from their 
lighter offences, that they had contradted in this 
world. 

jEneas received this account from one of the in- 
habitants of it, as Virgil fays, who defcribes this 
place as abounding with all the delights, that the 
moft pleafant plains, the molt verdant fields, and 
inoft temperate air can produce. 

LETHE is a river in hell, whofe waters if any 
drink, he immediately forgets all things paft. 

And fo when the pious fouls have fpent many ages 
in the Elylian fields, having drunk the Lethean wa- 
ter, they are believed to return to the world again, 
and to pafs into new bodies. Which that they 
might willingly do, it was neceffary. that they 
fhould forget both the pleafures which they receiv- 
ed in Elyfium, and the evils which they had fuffer- 
ed in this life. 

CHAP. XIII. 

L E T II E. 

PART. 
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PART V. 

OF THE INFERIOR GODS. 

—•<•«■*<»»♦—  

CHAP. I. 

THE PENATES. 

THE fifth divifion of the Fabulous Pantheon, 
contains the inferior gods; the number of 

whom was fo great, that it is plain, the Romans 
had almpft as many deities, as there are things in 
nature. And indeed if they placed three gods to 
keep one gate, namely, Forculus to watch the 
door, Cardua the. hinges, and l.imentius the thref- 
hoid, it is not to be wondered at, that the multi- 
tude was almoft infinite, which they afcribed to 
things of greater moment. 

The Penates, fo called from Penus, were gods, 
reigning in the inward parts of heaven, and entire- 
ly governed mankind by their reafon, heat and fpi- 
rit; fo that we cannot live, or ufe' our unrleriland- 
iug without theni. There were three orders of 
them; fume had the care of provinces and king- 
doms, and thefe were called abfolutely Penates ; 
others protedled particular c ties, and were called 
country gods; the fmall gods prehied overfamilies. 

N 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

THE LARES. 
rT~’ H E Lares were children born from the ftolen 
X embrace of Vlercury and Lara. For when fhe 

had difcovered the amours of Jupiter, he being ex- 
tremely enraged, cut out her tongue, and banilhed 
her to the Stygian Lake. While Mercury conduCT:- 
ed her thither, he raviflied her upon the road ; and 
fo growing big-bellied, (he brought forth twins, 
named the Lares, who were appointed domeftiek 
gods, and accordingly prefided over houfes, ftreets, 
and ways, where alfo they were worlbipped. In 
the plays inlrituted in honour of them, called Com- 
pitalia, images ot men. and women, made of wool, 
were hung in the ftreets, and as many bads of the 
fame matter, as there were fervants in the family, 
and fo many complete images, as there were chil- 
dren. This was done, that thefe deities, being con- 
tented with the woolen images, might fp&re thofe 
children and fevvants alive. The Roman youth, 
who wore a golden ornament, called Bulla, ’till 
the fourteenth year of their age, ufed then to con- 
fecrate and hang it up to the Lares. Thefe gods 
were fometimes clothed in the (kins, and fometimes 
fafhioned in the (hape of dogs, whence that crea- 
ture was confecrated to them. The place facred 
to them was called Latarium, where their wor- 
(hippers offered the firft fruits, wine and incenfe, 
and their images were adorned with chaplets and 
garlands. 

C II A P. 
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CHAP. III. 
GENIUS. 

I) Y Genius is uncierftood that fpirit of nature, 
J whichbegets allthings ; orthat whichisbegot- 

tenvvithus; crlaftly, that which protefts and defends 
us through the whole courfe of life. In honour of 
this god, the marriage-bed and birth-day were cal- 
led Genial ; and thole who live merrily or dilicate- 
ly, are faid to live a genial life, or to indulge their 
genius. The Greeks called them Demons, either 
from the terror and fear created in them to whom 
they appear; or becaufe being wife and knowing, 
they were confid ed as oracles. Some think, that 
illullruous men in reward of their virtue, after 
death became demons, being a middle kind be- 
tween gods and men The Genius bore frequent- 
ly the figure of a lerpent, fom( times alfo of a boy, 
girl, or old man. crowned with the leaves of the 
plane-tree, becaufe that tree was lacrcd to them. 
They offered wine, flowers, incenfe, meal fprinkled 
with fait, and fometimes a fwine, chiefly on a 
birth-day; tho’ Cenfoi inns fays, that they ui'ed not 
to facrifice with blood and daughter on that day- 
on which themfelves received life. 

The Genii were continual and watchful guardi- 
ans, overfeers, and keepers of the men, as the Jti- 
nos were of the women, from the cradle to the 
giave; carried their prayers to the gods, and in- 
terceded for them. The ancients afligned to every 
perfon two. a good or white, and an evil or black 
Genius, one of which incites to virtue, the other 
promotes to vice. Not only men and women, but 
alfo countries, cities, houfes, doors, ftables and 
hearths, had their peculiar Get-ii. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. IV. 

GODS AND GODDESSES PRESIDING 
OVER IN FAN i'S, &c. 

THE gods and goddefles prefiding over infants 
and adults, woraen pregnant and bringing 

forth, aifo marriages and funerals, were fo many, 
that it would be tedious to enumerate them. 

C H A P. V. 

PARTICULAR GODS. 

THEY afcrib.d particular gods to particular 
parts of the body. The head was facred to 

jupiter, the breaft to Neptune, the waill to Mars, 
the forehead to Genius, the eye-brows to Juno, the 
eyes to Cupid, the ears to Memoria, the right hand 
to Fides, the back and hinder parts to Pluto, the 
reins to Venus, the feet to Mercury, the knees to 
Mifericordia, the ancles and ioles of the feet to 
Thetis, and the fingers to Minerva. 

CHAP. VI. 

CELESTIAL OONSTELL A.TIONS. 

ASyrologers afiign the members toceleliial con- 
llellations, thus; the head to Aries, the 

neck to Taurus, the fltoulders to Gemini, the heart 
to Cancer, the breaft to Leo, the belly to Virgo, 
the reins to Libra, the fecrets to Scorpio, tne thighs 
to Sagitarius, the knees to Capricorn, the legs to 
Aquarius, and the feet to Pifces. 

H E Pv C U1 ILES, 
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HERCULES. 

PART. 
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PART VI. 

THE IMAGES OF THE DII IKDIGETES. 

CHAP I. 

HERCULES. 

THIS is the laft divifion of the Fabulous Pan- 
theon, in which are defcribed the images of 

the Dii Indigetes, or Semi-Dei, and the heroes. 
The Semi-Dei are fuppofed to have facred minds 

and celeftial fouls in human bodies, and to be born 
for the good and fafety of mankind. 

The chief of all the heroes is Hercules, fon of 
Jupiter and Alcmena, wife of Amphitryo, king of 
Thebes. For when Amphitryo was abfent, Jupi- 
ter having affumed his lhape and drefs, came to 
Alcmena the queen, who, thinking that her huf- 
band had returned, entertained the deceitful god 
both at table and in bed; and had by him a fon, 
of that largenefs of limbs, that firmnefs of powers, 
and ftrength of body, that the god found a necef- 
fity to employ three nights joined into one, in pro- 
ducing a fon of fuch marvellous valour. 

Juno, having difeovered the adultery of her huf- 
band, Was inflamed with fo great hatred againft 
Hercules, that Ike laid ail the Inares, that jealoufy 

could 
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could contrive for his deftrudHon. Firft, flie ob- 
tained an edidt from Jupiter, which flie endeavour- 
ed to turn to his ruin. For when the wife of Sthe- 
nelus, kiri£ of Mycenae, was big with Euriftheus, 
at the fame time in which Hercules was in the 
womb, Jupiter ordained, that vvhomfoever of the 
two Ihould be firil born, he fliould exercife autho- 
rity over the other: Juno therefore accelerating 
the birth of Euriftheus, he came before Hercules, 
aad fo obtained a right and fuperiority over him. 
Soon after his birth alfo, flie fer.t two vipers to flay 
him in the cradle, but in vain ; for the valiant in- 
fant, fnatching them with his hands, gripped and 
killed them with his grafp. At length by the me- 
diation of Pallas, Juno was reconciled to the no- 
ble youth, and gave him the breaft, which the 
infant having hurt by fucking too greedily, the 
goddefs out of anger immediately weaned him. 

Hercules was not only fubjedled to Euriftheus, by 
the edict of Jupiter, and unkindnefs of Juno ; but 
belides, was advifed and perfuaded by the Oracle 
of Apollo, that he fliould fubmit himfelf to Eurif- 
theus, obey his commands, and efpecially undergo 
the twelve labours, which his matter was to enjoin. 

Hercules obeyed the Fates, and ferved his maf- 
ter twelve years, wherein he executed the moft 
dangerous and difficult commands, with like la- 
bour and fuccefs, particularly thefe twelve which 
follow. 

I. He tore in pieces, with his nails, the lion in 
the Nemean wood, which avas believed to have 
fallen from the orb of the moon, and was invulner- 
able by any weapon. He wore the Ikin for a fliield 
and breaftplate. 

II. In the lake Lenta he killed a ferpent syith fe- 
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ven heads, fome fay nine, others reckon up fifty 
a monfter lb dreadful, that cne head being cut oil: 
another prefently fprang up in its place, uniefs tin 
blood, iffuing from the wound, was Hopped b- 
fire. loiaus, the fon of Iphiclus, gave him lighten 
brands, with which he ftanched the biood ; where: 
fore, when he became decrepit and old, Hercules 
by prayers, reftored him to youth again, as a re 
ward of his good fervice. 

III. On Erymanthus, a mountain of Arcadia 
he bound a boar, whofe fiercenefs and bignefs wa 
equally terrible, and brought it to Euriflheus. 

IV. Being ordered to bring to Mycenae a hind 
having brazen feet, and golden horns, which non 
dared to wound, becaufe ihe was confecrated t 
Diana, and which none could catch by running t 
yet Hercules having purfued her a whole year, a 
laft took, and brought her on his fiioulders to Eu 
riftheus. 

V. He partly killed and partly drove away thr 
birds, called Stymphalides, from the lake of Styn 
phalus, which ufed to feed upon human flefh. 

VI. He defeated the army of the Amazons, an* 
took from Hippolyte, their queen, the iineft be f 
in the world. 

VII. In one day he cleanfed the ftable of Ai i 
geas, wherein three thoul'and oxen were ftable if 
thirty years, the dung being never carried ouii 
which he effected by turning a river into it. 

VIII. He tamed a great bull, that did innume i 
able mifehiefs to the illand of Crete, and brougl j 
him bound to Euriftheus. 

IX. He overcame Diomedes, the moft cruel tyra^i; 
of Thrace, who fed his horfes with the fiefii of H ’( 
guefts, and gave him to his own horfes for foddenp 

x n 
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X. He conquered in war the three-bodied Ge- 

ryon, drove a'-vay his bay oxen, who devoured 
ftrangers, and brought them into Italy, having firft 
killed the dragon with feven heads, and the two- 
headed dog, which guarded them. 

XI. He carried away the golden apples, in the 
gardens of the Hefperides, having fint killed the 
dragon that kept them. 

XII. Lailly being commanded by Euriftheus to 
penetrate into hell, and bring the dog Cerberus 
thence, he performed it without delay, drawing 
the three-headed monfter, bound in a triple chain, 
up to the earth. When Cerberus faw the light, he 
is faid to have vomited, from whence the poifon- 
ous herb Wolfsbane fprang. 

Belides thefe. there are other proofs of his va- 
lour, worthy to be mentioned : For, he vanquilhed 
the giant Antxus, fon of the earth, more than fix- 
ty four cubits high, fo barbarous to all ftrangers, 
that compelling them to wreftie with him, he 
choaked them. 

Buflris, fon of Neptune, ufed to facrifice to his 
father all ftrangers that he could catch, till Hercu- 
les o.fered both him and his ion upon the fame al- 
tar. 

He killed the giants Albion and Bergion, who 
intended to fiop his journey : and when, in the 
flight, his arrows failed him, having prayed to Ju- 
piter, he is faid to have obtained a ihower of ftones, 
by which he defeated and put to flight his enemies. 

When Atlas was weary, and finking under his 
burden, Hercules took and carried the heavens on 
Lis Ihouiders. 

He overcame and firangled the fire-vomiting rob- 
ber Cacus, 

O With 
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With an arrow he fhot the eagle that devoured 

the liver of Prometheus chained to the rock. 
He flew Theodamus becaufe he denied him vie- ■ 

tuals : but he took rtyias his fon with him, and was 
very kind to him. 

He delivered Hefinne, daughter of Laomedon,. 
king of Troy, from the whale, a fea-monfter, to 
which Ihe wasexpofed, in this manner: He railed. 
on a fudden a bank in that place, where the whale 
was to devour her, and flood there armed : whither • 
when the monftercame with open mouth, he leap- 
ed into his throat, and Aiding down into his belly, 
fpent three days in tearing him within ; but at ■ 
length he burft through fafe, having loft only his' 
hair. Afterwards, Laomedon not itanding to his 
promifes, and refilling to pay the plighted reward, |l 
Hercules ftormed and pillaged Troy, and gave He- 
fione to Telamon, who firft mounted the wall, in 'i 
part of the booty. 

When Achelous, the Con of Oceanus and Terra, : i 
and Hercules contended in fingle combat for Dei- : 
anira, who was betrothed to both, he overcame 
his rival, though he turned himfeif fometimes into » 
a ferpent fometimes into a bull; for one of his i 
horns being plucked oft", he was obliged to yield, f 
Achelous was truly a river of Greece, winding like 
a ferpent; and furrowing the fields, where it flows, 
with its waters makes a noife, imitating the roar- 
ing of a bull. 

This river divides itfelf into two ftreams, but 
Hercules, with banks, forced it into one channel; 
and fo, the land being drained, there followed great 
plenty of fruits of every kind. 

Deianira was the daughter of Oeneus, king of U 
iEtolia. After Hercules married her, having a p! 

deep | 
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deep liver to pafs through, Neffiis the Centaur of- 
fered his affiftance to carry through Deianira or. h;s 
back, which accordingly he did. When he was on 
the other fide, he prepa ed to offer violence to her; 
but Hercules enraged at the faucir.efs of the noon- 
fter, even fwimnait.g, robbed him cf life with an 
arrow. Neffus dying, gave to Eeianira his bloody 
coat in a prefent, which, he faid, had a power of 
retraining her hufband from unlawful amours, if 
he fhould wear it. 
- The credulous lady accepted the prefect, and, 
fome time after, experienced its virtue otherwife 
than fire expedled For when Hercules, who was 
invincible, and unbroken by fo many and fo great la- 
bours, became foltened with pleafure, and being 
overcome by the charms of Omphale, queen of Ly- 
dia, ferved her as a handmaid, having changed his 
club into a diftafi7, and his arrow s into a fpindle; 
feeing alio he fo defperately loved lole, the daugh- 
ter of Eurytus, king of Oechalia; his wife Deia- 
nira, taking it ill, and defirous of turning him from 
unlawful amours, fent him Nclfus’s coat, which 
having put on, when he was to facrifice, being in- 
ftantly arisen into oiftrafticn, he burned himfelf 
in the pile which he railed, and after his death, 
was enrolled among the gods. 

CHAP. II. 

JASON. 
JASON was the fon of iEfon, king of ThelTaly, 

and Alcimede. After the death of his father, 
which happened while he was yet an infant, his 
uncle Pelias adminiltred the government. When 

O a the 
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the prince grew up, and demanded of his unde 
his hereditary kingdom, he was by him perfuaded, 
and •fent upon the Colchian expedition; under pre- 
tence, indeed, of carrying off the golden fleece 
thence, but truly, that he might.die by the danger 
and labour of the journey. 

This golden fleece was the (kin of a ram, which 
fome fay was white, others purple, given to Phryx- 
us, fon or Athamus, by his mother Nephele. 
Phryxus and his After Helle, fearing the fnares of 
their ftep-mother Ino, that they might fecure their 
fafety by flight, got on this ram; but while they 
fwam over the narrowed: part of Pontus, Keilg, af- 
frighted at the tufting of the waves, fell down in- 
to the fea, which from her was called the He’le- 
fpont. But Phryxus, being carried fafe over, went 
to j£ta, king of Colchis, a country of Alla near 
Pontus; by whom being kindly received, he there 
facriliced to Jupiter or Mars his ram, which after- 
wards was placed among the conftellations: Only 
his hide, or fleece, was hung up in a grove facred 
to Mars. 

It was called the golden fleece, becaufe it was 
of the colour of that metal; and bulls, breathing 
fire from their noftriis, alfo a vaft and watchful 
dragon guarded it, as a facied thing, divine pledge, 
and fatal relief. 

Jafon brought away that fleece: for being in- 
flamed with a delire of praife, he went on board 
the (hip Argo, attended by forty nine very choice 
and noble companions, called Argonauts from the 
111 i p. 

In his voyage he vifited Hypliphile, queen of 
Lemnos, who, entertaining him at table and in bed, 
conceived and brought forth twins by him : then 

having 
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Laving umiergone a tedious rourfe, and many dan- 
gers, lie at length arrived at Coicbis. and demand- 
ed the golden fleece of king iEta. He anlutred, 
that he would grant it on that condition only, that 
firft he would tame and put under the yoke, the 
fire-vomiting and brazen looted bulls; that he 
would kill the dragon and tow his teeth; and laft- 
Jy. deftroy and cut down with the fword, the crop 
of armed foldiers fpringing up from that feed, ja- 
fon, being obliged to accept the hard conditions, 
was delivered from manifeft defrrudiion by the af- 
Cftance of Medea, the king’s daughter, who great- 
ly loved him. For, obferving her diredtions,' he 
overcame the bulls, laid the dragon afleep, earn- 
ed away the fleece, and fled by night with Medea 
whom he afterwards marred, ^ilta purfued them: 
but Medea, that fire might flop him, tore her bro- 
ther Abfyrtus, who was along with her, in pieces, 
and fcattered his torn limbs on the road. When 
the father faw them, he was kept from purfuing 
them, by gathering up the members of his fon : 
and to jafon with the other Argonauts, returned 
into his native country. 

It is reported, that Medea, by her charms, re- 
ftored ALlon, Jafon’s father, feeble and wafted 
with old age, to his former bloom of youth again; 
but that tontradidls the htftory above related. 

Jalbn, afterwards hating Medea, tiivorced her, 
and ir.ariicd Creufa, daughter of Crcon, king of 
Corinth. Medea, to revenge the perfidibufnefs of 
her hufband, erft; murdered the two fons begot by 
him in their father’s fight; next (he fent fire inclol- 
ed in a httle box to Creufa, as a prefent; which 
having opened, herfeit together with the whole 
court was burnt: and then the forcercfs flew by 

O 2> inagick 
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magick art to Athens. Some fay, that flie was a* 
gain reconciled to Jafon. 

CHAP. III. 

THESEUS. 

THESEUS was the fan of A'geus, king of A- 
thens, and vErhra. Minos, king of Crete 

made war againit JEgeu', becaufe the Athenians 
had dilhonourably and barbarouily killed his fon, 
who had carried away from them all the prizes in 
the games. When he had vanquilhed the Atheni- 
ans, he impofed this very fevere condition, that 
yearly feven youths, of the firlt quality, fhould bd 
lent into Crete, to be devoured by the Minotaur. 
The fourth year Thefeus was choien by lot, which 
afflifted his father iEgeus with extreme' grief. 
Therefore Thefeus went on boe.rd a ihip, fitted out 
with black fails and^tackle; being defired by his 
father, that, if by any propitious deity he efcaped 
the dangers, when he returned fate into his own 
country again, he fliould change his black fails in- 
to white ; by which lignal his father being alfured 
of Ids fafety, might anticipate his happinefs before 
he faw him. The event happened fortunate indeed 
to Thefeus, but very fatal to his father. For as 
loon as the young prince came to Crete, being lliut 
up in the labyrinth, he flew the Minotaur, and e- 
fcaped out of that inextricable prifon by the help 
ot Ariadne; which being-done, fte returned to A- 
thens in the fame mournful Hup, quite forgetful of 
his father’s command. Theiefore his father, fpy. 
ing the ihip from a watch-tower, returning wall 
hiack lads, and thinking that his fon had periihed, 

threw 
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threw himfelf headlong into the ea, which after- 
wards, from his name, was called the vEgean Sea. 

Ariadne was the daughter of Minos, king of Cre- 
te, who, being charmed with the love of jfhefeus, 
delivered him out ot the labyrinth by the diredtion 
of a thread. She followed him in his return to the 
i.land Naxus, where he perfiduoully and ungrat -ful- 
ly left her. f-ut Bacchus, pitying the foriahen la- 
dy, married her, and gave her a crown illuminated 
with feven fears, which he had before received from 
Venus; and this crown, after the death of Ariadne, 
was placed among the condellations. 

Thefeus performed many other valorous ex- 
ploits: he overcr.me the Centaurs; vanquifhed the 
Thebans; and defeated the Amazons, who were 
women animated with the fouls and bravery of 
men ; a military race, inhabiting that part of Scy- 
thia, which is walhed by the river Tanais. They 
lived in common, and palled their life together 
without the fociety of men. They admitted in- 
deed the embraces of the neighbouring men, and 
thus propagated their race; but they killed the 
male ofl'spring, and brought up the girls only, 
whofe right breads they cut oft', that they might 
more conveniently life the right arm in (hooting 
arrows, and brandilhing weapons againil the e- 
nemy. 

Thefe female warriors, poflefled a great part of 
Afia by their frequent excurfions, when Hercules 
accompanied with Thefeus, fubdued them, and, 
taking their queen Hippolyte, gave her in mar- 
riage to Thefeus. He had by her a fon Hyppoly- 
tus, very beautiful, much given to hunting, and a 
remarkable lover of chaflity. His ftep-niother, 
his lather being abfent, felrcitcd him to Icwdnefs; 

but 
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but fuffering a rejmlfe, file afterwards accufid hiar 
before lier huiband, being returned, of tiie crime 
of adultery offered to her. Thefeus gave ear to 
his wicked wife, and meditated revenge and pun- 
ifhment to the fon; which he perceiving, hafttned 
his flight in a chariot. While he fled, his horfes 
being frighted by fea-monfters, he was thrown out 
of the chariot, and, being entangled in the har- 
nefs, was dragged through tiie thickets of a wood, 
and miferably tern to pieces. Afterwards, at the 
requefl. of Diana, vEfculapius refcored him to life 
again: but I haedra, pricked by the flings of cun- 
Icience, hanged herfelf. 

Thefeus aifo went clown to hell: for it had-been 
agreed between him and Pirithous, his intimate 
friend, that they fhould not marry any woman, ex- 
cept Jupiter’s daughters: as therefore Thefeus had 
got Helena, his daughter by Leda, and no other 
remained on earth for Pirithous, they both toge- 
ther went down to hell, with an intent to flea! 
Frofcrpine from her hufoand Pluto. Pirithous vtas 
torn by Cerberus, in the very entry, but Thefeus 
came alive into the palace of Piuto, and there con- 
tinued in chains, till ITercuies, fent thither by Eu- 
riftheus, delivered him. Theleus, at laft, finifhed 
his illuflrious life by an cbfcure end. 

CASTOR 
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CHAP. IV. 

CASTOR AND POLLUX. 

CASTOR and Pollux were twin-brothers, font 
of Jupiter and Leda, wife of Tyndarus, king 

of Laconia. Jupiter loved her, but could not fuc- 
ceed in bis amour, till being changed into a fwan, 
he gained her mutual affecdion by the fweetnefs of- 
his finging ; and flying into her bcfom, as it were 
into an afylum, to efcape the violence of an eagle 
purfuing him, he abufed her, though already preg- 
nant by her hufband. From this embrace fhe af- 
terwards brought forth two eggs, which, beings 
hatched, produced thefe brothers, and two filters- 
alfo; from the one egg fprung Pollux and Helena, 
of divine feed ; from the other Cafror and Clytem- 
neftra, begotten by the mortal father. Both the 
brothers went with Jafon to Colchis: whence hav- 
ing returned, they recovered their filter Helen?, 
whom Thefeus had ftolen, by fubduing the Athe- . 
nians, who fought for him. Their 

great, that they offered white lambs upon their a!- ! 

tars. When Caftor, as being mortal, was killed " 
by Linceus, Pollux prayed that Jupiter would re- ! 
ftorc him to life, and confer immortality upon him ; 
which when he could not obtain, yet leave was £ 
granted, that he fhould fhare his own with his bro- ; 
ther; fo that afterwards they lived by turns, and i 
at length were both tranflated into heaven, and bi 
changed into ftars, now called Gemini. Thefe i] 
were efteemed lucky and profperous to mariners, ' 
becaufe formerly, when a violent tempeft feized ut 

humanity towards that conquered 
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the Argonauts, two lambent flames feemed to fet- 
tle upon the heads of Caftor and Pohux, and a won- 
derful calm immediately cnfued ; whence it was 
believed, that fomething more than human was in 
thefe youths: but if only one flame appeared, 
which they called Helena, it portended certain de- 
ftrudtion to tailors. 

A famous temple was dedicated to Catlor anti 
Pollux, in the Forum at Koine; becaufe in the 
dangerous battle with the Latins, it was believed, 
that they riding on white horfes, ailifted the Ro- 
mans. 

Clytemneftra, who was the filter of Caftor, and 
daughter of Tyndarus afterwards was married to 
Agamemnon, whom, being returned from the fiege 
of Troy, (he killed, by the help of iEgiftheus her 
gallant, defigning the fame fate to her fon Oreftes, 
but that his lifter Eledtra delivered him from cer- 
tain deftrudlion, fending him privately to Strophi- 
us king of the Phocenles. Having ftayed there 
twelve years, he returned into his native country, 

; and flew Ciytemneftra and Egiftheus her adulterer. 
He killed Pyrrhus alfo in the temple of Apollo, 

becaufe he had carried away Hermione the daugh- 
ter of Menelaus, formerly betrothed to him. 

For thefe crimes he was tormented by Furies, and 
could not be freed from them, till he had expiated 
his wickednefs at the altar of Diana Taurica, whi- 

V ther he was conducted by Pylades, his friend, per- 
petual companion, and the partner of all his dan- 

f gers. with whom he cultivated a friendlhip fu 
: ftrictly, that the one did not refufe to die for the 
I ether. 

Diana Taurica was worlbipped in Taurica 
» Cherftne;u«, a peninfuh, fo called from Tauri, a 

people 
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people of Scythia Europrea. This goddefs wa< 
worfliipped with human vidlims. At that timei 
when Oreftes was brought into her temple, Ipbi- 
genia his After, the daughter of Agamemnon, was 
prieftefs. She was made upon the following occa-f 
lion: Agamemnon, king of the Argivi, by tbe 
common confent of all Greece, was appointed ge- 
neral in the expedition againft Troy. 

By chance, in Aulis, he killed a deer belonging 
to Diana; whereupon the goddefs, being enraged: 
catifed a calm, very prejudicial to the Grecian- 
failing to Troy, fn, that their Ihips ftood fixed am 
immoveable. The foothfayers, being confulted 
anfwer, that the winds and Diana, are to be fatis 
lied, with the blood of Agamemnon, or iome o 
his tamily. Wherefore Uiyfles was forthwith fen' 
to bring away Ipbigenia, the daughter of Aga 
memnon, Irom her mother, by a trick, pretending 
that ihe waS to be married to Achilles. Whill 
file is placed at the altar to be facrinced, the god: 
dels, pitying her, fubftituted a hind for her, am 
fent the virgin into Taurica Cherfonefus; where 
by the order of king Tiioas, Ihe prefided over th ( 
facrifice of tiiat goddefs, which ufed to be fo’em s 
nifed with human blood. And when Oreftes wa i 
brought thither by the inhabitants to be facriSced s 
he was known and preferved by his lifter. 

C H A P. V. 

PERSEUS. 

PERSEUS was the fon of Jupiter and Danas n 
daughter of Acriiius The father, bavin I 

known from the Oracle, that he fhould be kilie !• 
t ! 
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by his grandchild, Unit her up in a very ftrong tow- 
er, that no man might come to her. But nothing 
is impregnable to love : for, Jupiter, being turned 
into a golden (bower, defcended through the tiles 
into tire bofora of the young lady, who was left by 
the God enriched with gold and big with child. 

When it was told to Acrifms, that his daughter 
had brought forth a fon, he ordered the mother 
and infant to be (hut up in a chert, and thrown in- 
to the fea. But a certain filherman drew them out, 
and prefented them to king Pilumnus, who marri- 
ed Danae, and educated her fon, whom he called 
Perfeus. 

When he grew up, he was prefented by Mercury 
with an adamantine fcythe and wings; equipt be- 
lidcs with Pluto’s helmet, and Minerva’s brazen 
lliieid, fo bright, that it refiedted the images of 
of objedls, like a looking-glafs. 

When Andromeda, the daughter of Cephas king 
of ^Ethiopia, for the pride of her mother Calliope, 
who preferred herfclf to the other Nymphs, in point 
of beauty, was by them bound to a rock, and ex- 
pofed to a fea-monfter, he both delivered and mar- 
ried her. Afterwards the mother, daughter, and 
fon-in-!aw, were placed among the conftellations. 

In his next expedition, which he undertook a- 
gainrt the Gorgones. having encountered with Me- 
dufa their princefs, formidable with fnakes inftead 
of hair; and feeing the image of her head in his 
Ih'.eld, he (truck it off. Pallas diredtmg his hand, 
w hich, being afterwards fixed on his (hleld, he car- 
ried away, and, at the light of it turned many in- 
to (tones. 

By holding out the fame head, he changed Atlas, 
H’mg of Mauritania, into a mountain of his own 

P name. 
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name, becaufe he excluded him from the laws of 
hofpitality. 

When Vledufa’s head was cut off, the Horfe Pe- 
gafus fprang from the blood, which flowed from the 
wound upon the earth. He was fo called from a 
Greek word, fignifying a Fountain, becaufe they 
fuppofed him born near the fountains of the fca. 
He was alfo winged, and flying up into the moun- 
tain Helicon, he (truck a rock with his hoof, and 
opened a fountain called by the Greeks Hippocre- 
ne, that is, the Horfe Fountain; and by the Latins 
Caballinus. But afterwards while he drank of the 
Corinthian Spring Pyrene, he was taken by Belle- 
roohon, who, at that time, was preparing an expe- 
dition againft the Chimasra. 

Bellerophon had this name from Bellerus, a cer- 
tain king of Corinth, whom he had killed ; where- 
as, formerly, he was called Hipponons, from go- 
verning horfes with a bridle, which art he is laid 
firfl to have taught. 

He was fon of Glaucus, king of Ephyra, of e- 
qually great beauty and virtue. When Stcnobiea, 
wife of Praetus, tempting him to adultery; the 
woman, mad at the repulfe, and raging with fury, 
accufed the innocent llranger to her hulband. 

However Praetus was unwilling himfelf to vio- 
late the laws of hofpitality with the blood ot Bel- 
lerophon ; but fent him to Lycia, to his father- 
in-law Jobates, with letters to that eftedl. Jobates 
having read the letters, for a certain punilbment 
of his crime, fent him to fubdue the Solymi, that he 
might be killed in the battle. But, when he had 
eafily vanquiflied them, and being expofed to ma- 
ny other dangers, had always returned conqueror; 
at lalt he was fent to kill the Chimaera ; which la- 

. hour 
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hour lie undertook, and performed with great praife, 
having procured the horfe Pegafus, by the help of 
Neptune. 

Wherefore Jobates, admiring the bravery of the 
youth, gave him one of his daughters in marriage, 
with a part of his kingdom. When Stenobaea 
heard that, fhe procured death to herfelf. 

But Bellerophon, being tranfported with fo hap- 
py fuccefs of things, while he endeavours to fly up 
into heaven with Pegafus, being ftruck by Jupiter 
with madnefs, fell from his horfe into a field, cal- 
led Aleius, becaufe in it he wandered blind to the 
end of life: but Pegafus was placed among the 
ftars. 

Some fay, the fable of the Chirotera took its rife 
from this, t here was a famous pyrate, whofe fhip 
had a lion painted on the prow, a goat on the mid- 
dle part, and a dragon on the item, and that this 
pyrate was killed by Eellerophon. 

V 1 jUSCUL APIUS. 
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CHAP. VI. 

AESCULAPIUS. 

SCUL APIUS was the fon of Apollo b) the 
nymph Coronis, ami was accounted the god 

of the phyficians, becaufe he had much impioved 
phyfick. He appears to be a bearded old man, 
leaning on a jointed cane, adorned with a iaurel 
crown, and encompafled with dogs. 

Apollo fliot the nymph his mother with an ar- 
row, becaufe lire luftered herfelf to be debauched 
by another young man: but foon repenting of the 
fact, having opened her belly, he took out the child 
alive, and delivered him to Chiron, a phyfician, to 
be educated, who taught him his own art. 

The youth fo excelled in medicine, that, becaufe 
he reftored health to the lick, and fafety to thole 
who were defpaired of, he wras thought to recal 
the dead to life again. Whereupon Pluto, the king 
of hell, complained to Jupiter, that his revenue 
was diminilhed, and his fubjedts taken away : at 
length he obtained, that Jupiter, by a Itroke of 
his thunder, killed AEfcuiapms. 

He wears a crown of laurel, becaufe that tree 
is powerful in curing many difeafes. He holds a 
knotted ftalf in Ins hand, to fignify the difficulty 
of the art of phylick. He had nogs painted about 
him, and dogs were alfo placed in his temple ; be- 
caufe it was believed by many, tbat being born of 
uncertain parents, he was expofed, and afterwards 
nourifhed by a bitch. Others fay, that a goat, 
which a dog pur'ued, gave luck to the ferial e in- 
fant; that a lambent flame w as icen by the firep. 

herds 
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herds to play about his temples, which was the 
pro;,noltication o! his future divinity; and that ir 
his facnfices, among the Cyrenians, a ilie-goat ufec 
to be offered; either becaufe he was nourifhed bj 
fuch, or becaufe that animal feems to be contrary 
to health, feeing it is faid to labour with a contin- 
ual fever. 

Plato fays, that they ufed to facrifice to hiir 
dunghill-cocks, which are the molt vigilant of ah 
birds ; for, of all virtues, principally wakefulnefs h 
necelfary to a phyfician. 

This god wasworfhipped firlt atEpidaurus, where 
he was born; afterwards at Rome, whither being 
fent for, he delivered the city from a dreadful pef- 
tilence. Wherefore a temple was dedicated to hint 
in an illand of the fiber, where they paid divine 
honours to him, under the form of a great ferpenti 
For when the Romans came to Epidaurus, to tranf- 
port his deity from thence, a great ferpent twined 
himfelf into their ihip, which they fuppofing to be 
uEfculapius, brought to Rome with them. Other- 
fay, that the Romans, being kindly received by the 
Epidaurians, were brought into the temple of iEf-* 
cuiapius, and that the ferpent under whole image; 
they worlhipped that god, v: luntariiy entered inte 
the fhip of the Romans H:s two Ions, Machuor, 
and Podalirius, both famous in the art of phyfick. 
followed Agamemnon the general ot the Grecians; 
and did no fmall fervice to his fellow-foldiers at, 
True. His daughters were called Hygisea and Jafo 1 

Chiron the Centaur, the fon of Saturn and Phil-i 
lyra, was his mafter. When Saturn embraced that! 
nymph, being furprized at the coming of his wife i 
f’ps, he fuddenly changed himfelf into a hcifeJB 
Phillyra, being with chi'd by him, brought forth aqi 

creaturaij 
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creature, whofe upper part refembled a man, and 
the lower a horfe, called Chiron : who, when he 
grew up, betook himfelf into the woods ; and there 
learning the virtues oi herbs, he became a moll ex- 
cellent phyfician, and i'o excelled, by the commen- 
dation of his other accomplilhments, that he uTas 
appointed Achilles’s tutor, and taught vEfruIapius 
phyfick. At lalt when he had handled Hercules’s 
arrows, one of them, dipped in the blood of the 
Lernseon Hydra, accidentally fellon his foot, which 
gave him a wound incurable, and pains intolera- 
ble ; infomuch, that he defired to die, but could 
not, becaufe he w as born of parents each of which 
was immortal. At length, by the pity of the gods, 
he was tranflated into heaven, where he makes the 
fign of Sagittarius in the Zodiac. 

C H A P. VII. 

PROMETHEUS. 

PROMETHEUS was the fon of Japetus, and 
father of Deucalion. He is faid to have form- 

ed man out of clay, and with fo great fuccefs, that 
Minerva, admiring his (kill, frankly proffered, that 
die would procure him whatever he fliould want, 
for the compleating of his work, of all things 
which are in heaven. Prometheus anfwered, that 
he (ould not tell, what of them might be ufeful 
to him, fince he had never feen them with his eyes. 

Therefore being carried up into heaven, by the 
afliftanre of Minerva, after he had viewed ail things, 
at lait, obh rving that the heat of the fun w ould 
be very ufeful for animating his men, he put a Hick 

to 
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to the wheel of the Sun’s chariot, and having light- 
ed it, carried the fire with him to the earth. 

Jupiter, refenting this theft very heinoufly, fer.t 
Pandora into the world with a box full of all forts 
of evils, which the Ihould give to Prometheus. He, 
fearing and fufpeOing what it was, refilled the 
prefent ; but his brother Epimetheus was not fo 
cautious ; for he took and opened the box, and, un- 
awares, let out every kind of evil amongft men: 
which, when he perceived, lie immediately fiiut 
the box, and fortunate y kept Hope fticking in the 
bottom. Jupiter commanded Mercury to bind the 
thief Prometheus on Mount Caucafus, and lent an 
eagle, which continually gnawed his liver. Yetfome 
fay, that the caufe of this punifhment was, becaufe 
he had made woman, the moft pernicious of all 
creatures. But Prometheus, having formerly de- 
ferved well of Jupiter, was afterwards exempted 
from punilhment. 

To this, Nicanderadds another fable; that fome 
ungrateful men, after receiving the fire, difeovered 
the theft to Jupiter, to whom inftead of a reward, 
he gave perpetual youth. They put this upon art 
afs, that it might be brought to the earth. But 
he, being thirfty, and coming to a fountain to 
drink, was hindered by a ferpent; however, at lalt 
he obtained leave, having promiled, that he would 
give him all that he carried. Hence it happens, 
that the ferpent being advanced in age, feems to 
grow young again. 

This Prometheus was a very prudent man; and, 
becaufe he reduced rude ami lavage men to hu- 
manity, they feigned that he made them out of 
clay : becaufe he obferved the motions of the fiats 
from the mountain Caucafus, therefore they laid, 

that 
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that he was chained there; becaufe he invented 
the method of .Hiking lire out of the flint, and 
firil difcovered the nature of lightning he was laid 
to have ftclen fire from the gods: and becaufe he 
applied his mind to that ftudy with great care and 
folicitude, therefore they imagined, that an eagle 
ate his liver. 

When his father Deucalion reigned in Theffaly, 
they fay, that the who'e globe of the earth was 
overflown by fo great a deluge, that mankind was 
utterly deftroyed, only Deucalion and his wile 
Pyrrha being faved. 

T’nofe two were carried in a fliip upon the moun- 
tain Parnaffiis, and when the waters were abated, 
having confulted the Oracle of Themis, by what 
art mankind might be reftored ; the anfwer was, if 
they call: the bones of their great mother, that is, 
the ftones of the earth behind their backs. There- 
fore having call: the ftones, a miracle enfued ; for 
the ftones, which Deucalion threw, were turned 
into men, and Pyrrha reftored her own fex by the 
like method. 

The meaning of the fable is; Deucalion and his 
wife Pyrrha, being very pious, by the example of 
their life, and fandfity of manners, foftened men 
and women, who before were fierce and hard as 
ftones, and brought them to a civil and good be- 
haviour. ' 

CHAP. VIII. 

ATLAS. 

ATLAS, king of Mauritania, was the fon of 
Japetus, and brother of Prometheus. When 

he 
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umlerftood from the Oracle, that deftruftion threat- 
ned him from one of the fons of Jupiter, he refolv- 
ed to entertain no ftrnnger in his houfe. But 
Perfeus, who was begotten by Jupiter, by chance 
taking a journey through his dominions, and in 
point of civility, viGting him, being excluded by 
him, and provoked at fo much inhumanity, having 
held out the fhield, which he carried, and (hewed 
the head of Medufa, changed him into a mountain 
of his own name, fo high, that it is believed to 
touch heaven. 

They feigned that Atlas fuftained the heavens 
on his (houlders, becaufe he was a famous aftrono- 
mer, and firlt taught the nature and motion of the 
fpheres. His daughters alfo were efteemed liars by 
the ancients. 

By his wife ^Ethra he had feven daughters, who 
were called Ambrofia, iindora, Palithoe, Corinis, 
Plexauris, Pytho, and Tyche; and by a common 
name Hyades. He had alfo feven others by Pleio- 
ne, and their names were eledlra, Halcyone, Ce- 
loeno, Maia, Afterope, Taygete, and Metope; and 
they were called Pleiades. 

The Hyades derive their name from a Greek 
word fignifying to rain ; for, when they rife or fet, 
they caufe great rains. Others would have them 
fo called from their brother Hyas, whom, being 
devoured by a lion, they lamented with implaca- 
ble grief, fo that, by the compaffion of Jupiter, 
they were turned into feven liars, which are feen 
in the head of Taurus. 

The Pleiades are fo called from a Greek word, 
fignifying failing; for, when thefe liars arife, they 
portend good weather to navigators. 

The Romans call them Yergilia;, from the Spring 
feafon 
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feafon in which they rife : although others think 
that they were fo called, becaufe they never appear 
lingle, but altogether, except Merope, who fcarce 
ever allows herfelf to be teen, becaufe, when the 
other lifters had married themfelves to gods, Ihe a- 
lone joined herfelf to Sifyphus a mortal. Thefe 
Pleiades were transformed into ftars, becaufe they 
inceffantly lamented the fate ol their father Atlas, 
who was changed into a mountain. 

Hefperus was the brother of Atlas, and becaufe 
he lived fometime in Italy, it was called Hefpiria 
from him. He frequently went up to the top of 
Mount Atlas, for the fake of viewing the ftars; 
and, becaufe at laft he appeared no more, the vul- 
gar paid divine honours to him, and called a very 
bright ftar by his name. 

The Hefperides were the three daughters of Hef-> 
perns, called /Egle, Arethufa, and Hefperethufa. 

It is reported, that they had gardens remarkable 
for trees bearing golden fruit, and that a watchful 
dragon guarded them, which when Hercules flew, 
they feigned that he carried awaythc goldenapples. 

CHAP. IX. 

ORPHEUS AND AMPIIION. 

R PHEUS and A M PHION were drawn to- 
gether in the fame pidture, and almoft in the 

fame colours; becaufe both excelled in the fame 
art, and, by the harmony of the harp, moved not 
only men, but beafts and the ftones thcmfelves. 

Orpheus was the fon of Apollo by Calliope the 
JVTufe, who, having received a harp from his father, 
fung fo Cveetly, that he timed wild beafts, ftayed 

the 
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the rourfes of the rivers, and railed the woods in-j 
to admiration of himfelf. They report, that he 
defcended into hell with the fame harp, that he 
might recover from Pluto and Proferpina his wife 
Eurydice, who was killed by a ferpent, while lh« 
fled from the violence of Ariftatiis: and that he fc 
charmed them with the fweetnefs of his mufick. 
that they permitted his wife to'return to life, upon 
this condition, notwithftanding, that he fhould nol 
look upon her, ’till they had arrived upon the earth j 
but fuch was the impatience of his paflion, that he 
could not perform th^condition, wherefore file was 
taken back again into hell. Hereupon Orpheus re- 
folved henceforth to live a life of celibacy, and by 
his example he alienated the rhindsof many others 
from the love of women ; for which caufe, he i* 
faid to have been torn in pieces by the Maenades 
and Baccha;: yet others give a different reafon o! 
his death, namely, that the women, by the miti- 
gation of Venus, were fo enflamed with love tq 
him, that ftriving to run into his embraces, being 
puili’d on by a furious contention and defire, they 
tore him in pieces. The Mufes gathered his bones 
and repofed them in a fepulchre, not without tears; 
and his harp was placed among the conffeliations. 

Amphion was the fon of Jupiter by Antiope 
He received his harp or lute from Mercury, and 
with the found thereof, moved the ffones fo regu- 
larly, that they compofed the walls of the city The- 
bes. Eecaufe both Orpheus and Amphion, by the 
power of eloquence, had reduced favage men to .8 
more civil way of life, they gave occafion to thk: 
fable. 

Arion is a proper companion for thefe two mufi-i 
cians. He was a lyrick poet, born at Mcthymuq 
in the ifland Lelbos. H# 
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He having gained an immenfe treafure by his art, 

while he Tailed back from Italy to Le(b%s his native 
country, the Teamen affaulted him for the fake of 
his riches. But entreating, that it might be allow- 
ed him to play Tome Tong before he died; having 
taken his harp, and playing fweetly, he call himfelf 
into the fea; where being received by a dolphin, 
which he had charmed by his mufick, he was car- 
ried on his back to Tenedos; and the dolphin, in 
reward of his kindnefs, was taken up into heaven. 

CHAP. X. 

ACHILLES. 

ACHILLES was the fon of Pelleus by Thetis. 
His mother plunged him in the Stygian wa- 

ters, when he was yet an infant; whence his bo- 
dy became invulnerable, except that part of the 
foot, by which he was held, when he was walked. 
Others fay, that he was hid by Thetis in the night 
under a fire, after he had been anointed with Am- 
Lrofta in the day; whence he was firlt called Py- 
ritous, becaufe ne was preferved from the fire; af- 
terwards he obtained the name of Achilles, as if 
without a Up, becaufe his lip, which he licked, af- 
ter it w as anointed with Ambrolia, was burnt oft'. 
Others report, that he was educated by Chiron the 
Ctntaut, and, inttead of milk, was fed with the 
entrails of lions, and marrow of boars and bears; 
whence he had an immenft greatnefs of foul, and. 
invincible ftrength of body. 

When Thetis had heard from the Oracle, that 
her fon Thould die in the Trojan expedition, Hit 
ordered lum to be drefTcd in woman’s apparel, and 

O to 
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to fculk in the boarding-fchool in the [Hand Scyroii 
among the daughters of king Lycomedes. Ulyffii 
difcovering this, becaufe Calchas the diviner ha* 
declared, that Troy could not be taken without 
Achilles, went thither as a merchant with good: 
which he expofed to fale in that boarding fchooi: 
with an intent of knowing him from the othed 
virgins. 

When, from the natural temper of the fex, thli 
royal maids viewed with wifhful eyes', and lab.; 
their hands on the bracelets, glades, and other on 
naments of the female drefs : Achilles, on the com 
trary, began to handle the targets, to fit the heli 
mets to his head, to brandifh the (words, and placm 
them to his fide ; by this difcovery, (hewing himi 
felf a man, he was conftrained to take up arms* 
and to go to the war, being firlt, at the requelt os 
Thetis, equipped by Vulcan, with impenetrable 
armour. 

At Troy he killed Hedlor the fon of Priamus;: 
and he himfelf was (lain by Paris, by a tiick o 
Poly vena. 

This I’olyxena was the daughter of Priamus, kinpr 
of Troy, a virgin of extraordinary beauty. Achil 
les by chance faw her upon the walV of the city 
loved, and willied to marry her; Priamus confent-j 
ed; they met in the temple of Apollo to folemnizef i 
the marriage, where Paris crept in privately, andi 
hiding himfelf behind the image of the god, with 
an arrow killed Achilles, in that part of the foot* 
in which alone he was vulnerable. Afterwards,: 
Troy being taken, the Greeks appcafed the ghoftJ 
of Achilles, demanding a due punifhment of the 
murder, by the blood of Poiyxena. 

C H A P.. 
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CHAP. XI. 

ULYSSES. 

ULYSSES was the Ion of Laertes, and Anti- 
clea : his wife Penelope, was highly famed 

for her prudence and chaftity. While the flame of 
the Trojan war raged, that he might avoid that 
expedition, and not be compelled to go away from, 
his dear wife, he counterfeited madnefs, having 
joined beafts of a different kind in the plough, and 
flawing fait in the furrows. But his pretence was 
detected by Palamedes, who threw his infant fon 
into the furrow, while he plowed, to fee whether 
Uiyffes would wound him with the ploughlhare. 
When Uiyffes went out of the way, and turned the 
plough, that he might not hurt the boy, being 
judged to be in his right wits, he was compelled 
to go to the war, where he did great fervice, and 
himfelf alone chiefly brought it about, that Troy 
was taken, having removed all the fatal obftacles 
of ftorming it: for he brought Achilles to the war, 
and Hercules's arrows, got from Philocfetes, to 
Troy ; alfo he carried away the allies of Laomedon, 
which were preferved upon the Scsean gate of 
Troy ; and dole the Palladium from the fame city : 
he likewife killed Rhaefus king of Thrace, and 
took his horfes, before they had tailed the water of 
the river Xanthus. All which things were in the 
fates of Troy, fo that, without them, it could not 
have been taken. 

Afterwards he difputed with Ajax the fon of Te- 
lamon and Hefione, before the Grecian princes, for 
the arms of Achilles. The judges, being perfuad- 
cd by the eloquence of Ulyffes, afligned the arms 
. t0 
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to him. At which difappointment, Ajax, Tallin 
into a rage, fell upon his fword, and his blood if 
fuing forth, was turned into a vio-let. 

Afterwards Ulyfles, being tolled on the fea in i 
tedious voyage of twenty years, and always drive: } 
from his native country by contrary temped, i 
that time, firft blinded Polyphemus, having put ota 
his eye with a fire-brand: and from thence fettinili 
fail into jEolia, he got from jEolus all the contra' 
ry winds put into leathern bags : but when he ha»: 
almoll made the port of Ithaca, the bags being um 
tyed by his companions, who fuppofed them full a 
money, the winds gulhing out, he was driven int'ji 
jEoiia again. 

Secondly, When his companions were changes; 
into beads by Circe, having taken, againd all ho 
charms, an antidote, which Mercury had made up:; 
he rufhed into her cave with a drawn fword, am; i 
compelled the forcerefs to redore his companion i 
to their former (liapes ; by which being reconciled! i 
Ihc bore him a fon called Telegonus. 

Thirdly, He went down to hell, to know freo 
the prophet Tirelias, what things fliould happen til 
him. 

Fourthly, Having failed to the iflands of the Si 
rens he avoided the dangerous fnares of theiip 
charming voice, having dopped the ears of his i 
companions with wax, and himfelf being boundp 
with a drong rope to the (hip’s mad. 

And, ladly, The Ihip being broken by the waves,!! 
and having fuffered wreck, he efcaped by fwim-j 
ming, and came naked and alone to the poi t of the 
Phoeacenfes, v'here being found by Naufica, the; 
daughter of king Alcimous, lying among the young 
trees, he was civilly entertained, and his compa-f 

nionsi 
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nions and fhip being found, he was carried afleep 
into Ithaca. Here being awakened by Pallas, by 
her advice, he put on the dit'guife of a beggar: 
then he went to his neat-herds, with whom he 
found his fon Telemachus: from thence he was 
brought home : where, after many affronts offered 
to him by the w ooers of Penelope, by the afliftance 
of his fon and the neat-herds, to whom he difco- 
vered himfelf, taking up arms, he killed them all 
to a man, and then received his wife Penelope. 

This Penelope was the daughter of Icarus, a 
perfedl example of Angular chaliity : for though it 
was generally thought, that her hulband was dead, 
yet (lie could not be prevailed upon by any perfua- 
fions of her parents, or folicitations of her iovers, 
to violate her faith plighted to her hulband, when 
he departed. And when many noble youths court- 
ed her, and even threatened violence, if die fliould 
refufe to marry ; the crafty woman alked, and in- 
deed obtained as much time to deliberate, as was 
fufficient for finifliing the web, which (lie nad in 
hand. But undoing by nigl\j;, what (lie had woven 
by day, die put them off till the return of lilyffes, 
who killed them all. 

CHAP. XH. 

ORION. 

ORION, as is reported, was produced from 
the urine of three gods. For when Jupiter, 

Neptune and Mercury took a journey together, be- 
ing benighted, they turn d into the cottage of a 
certain poor man tailed Hireus. They were en- 
tertained fo kindly, and even fplemlidly, for the 

0^3 meannefa 
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meannefs of their hoft, that they granted him the 
liberty of afking what he pleafed. He faid, that 
he wifhed to live a Angle life, becaufc he had fo 
promifed to his dying wife, and yet extremely de- 
lired a fon. 

The gods, favouring fo pious a requeft, moiftened 
the hide of an ox, w hich he had killed for their en- 
tertainment, with their urine, commanding him to 
bury it in the earth. In the tenth month after- ! 
wards, he digged it up again, as he was ordered,',) 
and found a boy produced from thence, which he ; 
called Unon. or Orion. He afterwards, growing, i 
up, joined himfelf a companion to Diana. But be- a 
caufe his love to the goddefs exceeded the bounds k 
of modefty, or becaufe, as fome fay, he extolled 
the ftrength of his own body too infolently, and n 
boafted, that there was no wild beaft, which he i 
could not eafily mailer; the Earth not enduring i 
fuch arrogance, lent a fcorpion, by which he was l 
killed. He was afterwards carried to heaven, and 
placed among the conftellations, where he is be- : 
lieved to raile florins, when he appears not; but i 
on the other hand, to bring a calm, when be Ihews . 
himfelf. 

OSIRIS 
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OSIRIS, APIS AND SERAPIS. 

CHAP 
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CHAP. XIII. 

OSIRIS, APIS AND SERAPIS. 

SIRIS, Apis and Serapis were three different n 
names of one and the fame God. Ofiris, was s 

the fon of Jupiter by Niobe, the daughter of Pho- o 
roneus. After he had reigned many years over the x 
Argives, being enflamed with a defire of glory, he : i| 
left his kingdom to his brother iEgialus, and fail- 1 
ed into Egypt, to fe.ek a new name and new do- -< 
minions there. 

That nation being not fo much overcome by his 
arms, as obliged by his kindnefs and great favours, , 
he married lo, daughter of Inachus, whom Jupiter 
had turned into a row, as was mentioned before, , 
but when (lie, driven by the furies, came to Egypt, 
being reftored to her former drape, die was wedded 
to Ofiris, and taught the Egyptian Letters; where- - 
fore both die and her hulband obtained divine ho- ■ 
nours, and were efteemed immortal by that people. 
But Ofiris diewed himfelf mortal, being killed by 
his brother Typhon ; and being fought by his wife : 
lo, otherwife called Ifis, was at lad: found in a l 
ched, and laid in a monument, in an ifland near to < 
Memphis, which the fad and fatal Stygian Lake 
encompaffes. And becaufe die made ufe of the fa- 
gacity of dogs, to find out the place in which he 
was hid, henre they fay it happened, that, in the 
foiemn procefiion of Ifis, which ufed yearly to be 
celebrated, dogs went before, and the people wor- 
diipped a god with a dog’s head, called Anubis, j 
with religious ceremony. After the body of Cfiris : 

w as committed to the grave, there appeared to the 
Egyptians 
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Egyptians an ox of a beautiful fliape, which they 
fuppofing to be Ofiris, worlhipped as a god, and 
called it Apis, in their language, an ox. decaufe, 
after his death, his body was found fhut up in a 
cheft, he was called Sorapis, and afterwards by 
the change of the fecond letter Serapis. Plutarch 
fays, that Ofiris was thought to be the fun, and 
ufed to be reprefented by a fceptre, in the top of 
which flione an eye ; becaufe the fun fees and en- 
lightens all things. 

His, whom fome affirm to be Pallas, others the 
Earth, others Ceres, and many the Moon, was 
painted horned, after the fimilitude of the encreaf- 
ing moon, dreffed in black garments, becaufe the 
moon (bines in darknefs, holding a cymbal in her 
right hand, and a bucket in her left. The feathers 
of a vulture adorned her head, for, among the E- 
gyptians, that bird is facred to Juno; and the top 
of the porches ufed to be drefled with its feathers. 

The priefls of Ilis, called Ifiaci, abftained from 
fwine and (beep’s fiefii, neither ufed fait to their 
meat, left they (liould violate their chaftity ; they 
ffiaved their heads, and they wmre paper (hoes, and 
a linen veft, becaufe His tirft taught the ufe of flax, 
whence die is called Linigera. 

Though Serapis was the god of the Egyptians, 
yet he was worlhipped in Greece, and efpecially 
at Athens, alfo at Rome. He was called by fome 
Jupiter Ammon, by others Pluto, Bacchus, ALicu- 
lapius, and fometimes Ofiris. His image bore a 
fialket on its head, and near it lay a three-headed 
creature, having in the middle a lion’s head, on 
the right fide a dog’s, and on the left a wolf’s. 

A twifting fnake encompafl'ed them, with his 
head hanging down unto the god’s right hand, by 

which 
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•which the terrible monfter was bridleil. Befides, 
in all the temples almoft, wherein Serapis and Ifis : 

were worflripped, an image was feen, which hav-. 
ing put its linger on its lips, feemed to enjoin fi- 
lence. By this they meant, as Varro thinks, that 
none fliould dare to fay, that thefe gods were for- 
merly men: and it was provided by a law, under 
the penalty of death, that none Ihould fay, that 
Serapis was once a mortal. 

Apis, of whom we fpoke above, was king of the 
Argives, who being tranfported thence into Egypt, 
became Serapis, the greateft of all the gods of the 
Egyptians. After his death, fucceeded the ox, 
which we mentioned before, whofe form and qua- 
lities, Pliny deferibes; but that is not material to 
our purpofe. 

f 
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CHAP. I. 

THE VIRTUES. 

SECT. I. 

VIRTUE. 

THOSE goddefles whofe images are (mail, and 
all painted in one pidlure, are the virtues; 

by whofe favour not only all the Dii Adfcriptitii, 
hut all the other gods were advanced to heaven, 
and honoured with divine worfhip. There are a- 
mong them fome vices, to which alfo altars were 
dedicated, which, like (hades increafe the ludre of 
the virtues, whofe brightnefs is doubled by the re- 
flexion of colours. The ancients worfliipped not 
only the feveral fpecies of v rtues, but alfo virtue 
herfelf in the habit of a matron, fitting on a fquare 
ftone. Marcus Marcelles dedicated a temple to 
her, near which he built another to Honour. By 
this was fignified, that by virtue the way is opened 
to true honour. 

SEC T. 
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SECT. II. 
FAITH hail a temple at Rome, near the Ca- 

pitol, which Numa Pompilius confecrated to her, 
The facrifices of this goddefs were performed with- 
out daughter or blood; and her priefts had theii 
heads wrapped, and hands covered with white 
cloth; becaufe Faith, ought to be clofe and fecfet, 
Her fymbol was a white dog, which is a faithful 
creature, and two virgins joining their right hands, 
whereby they engaged their faith for future friend-! 
(hip. 

SECT. III. 
HOPE had a temple in the Herb-market, which, 

being ftruck with lightening, was burnt down 
She was rcprefented as a woman (landing, with 
her left hand lightly holding up the (kins of hen 
garment, and in her right a plate, in which wash 
placed a Ciborium, fafliioned to tiie likenefs of a 
flower, with this infcription, SPES. P. Ji. Tba 
Hope of the Roman people. 

SECT. IV. 
JUSTICE was painted with a virgin counte- ’ 

nance, a piercing eye, fevere brow, her afpect aw- j 
till, noble and venerable. 

SECT. V. 
PIETY had a chapel dedicated to her by Attn:: 

lias the Duumvir, in that place wherein the wo-j 
man dwelt, who fed her mother in prifon bytixij 
bread. This extraordinary piety of the daughiei) 
gained the mother’s freedom, and afterwards thcjpi 
were both maintained at the public expence, aji3f 

thl* 
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the place was confecrated to the goddefs Piety. 
There is a like example in the Grecian h'ftory, of 
a certain woman who nourilhed Cymon, her aged 
father in the fame manner. 

SECT. VI. 
MERCY was worfhipped by the Athenians, 

who eredled an altar to her and made her temple 
an afylum, to which, the miferable and unfortu- 
nate might fly. 

SECT. VII. 
CLEMENCY was reputed a goddefs : but no- 

thing memorable occurs concerning her, unlefs that 
a temple was eredfed to the clemency of Caefar. 

SECT. VIII. 
CHASTITY had two temples dedicated to 

her, the one to Pudicitia Patricia, the other to Pu- 
dicitia Plebeia, built by Virginia, the daughter of 
Aulus : for when the noble ladies had banilhed her 
from the facrifices of this goddefs, becaufe, being 
of a Patrician family, fhe was married to a Ple- 
beian, Ihe invited all the Plebeian matrons to her 
new chape!: and, having dedicated the altar to 
Pudicitia Plebeia, ihe addrefled them thus; “ I 
“ beg, that there may be the fame emulation of 
“ chaftity among you matrons, as of bravery among 
“ the men; that you worfhip this goddefs as zea- 
“ loufly, as they adore honour; and that this altar 
“ be frequented by purer and Chafter votaries, than 
“ that of Pudicitia, if it be poflible.” The rites 
of both were the fame : and no matron, except of 
an approved chaftity, and who had been married 
onlv to one man, had leave of facvificing. 

R SECT. 
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SECT. IX. 
TRUTH, the mother of Virtue, was dreffed it 

fnow-white garments; her countenance was ferene 
courteous, cheerful, and yet model!; Ihe is th> 
pledge ofhonefty, the bulwark of honour, and thi 
light and ornament of human fociety : the was com 
monly accounted the daughter of Time and Sa 
turn ; becaufe truth is difcovered in the courfe o! 

time : but Democritus feigns, that Ihe lies hid it 
the bottom of a well. 

SEC T. X. 
UNDERSTANDING was confecrated H 

the Romans, that flic might give them a tonne 
mind. An altar was built to her in the Capitol byt 
Marcus Hiknilius. 

SECT. XI. 
CONCORD had many altars dedicated to het 

at feveral times. Her image held a bowl in the 
right hand, and a horn of plenty or a feeptre, front) 
which fruits teemed to fprout forth in the left. Here 
fymbols were two right hands joined, and a pome- 
granate. 

SECT. XII. 
PEACE was honoured at Athens with an altar; 

and at Rome had a molt magnificent temple in the; 
Forum., begun by Claudius, and finilhed by Vefpa-i 
liao, which afterwards was confomed by fire, unden 
the emperor Commodus. She Was deferibed in the. 
form of a matron, holding cars of corn in her. 
hand, and crowned with olive, or laurel, anil, 
foraetimes with rofes. Her fymbol was a CaduceusJj 
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SECT. XIII. 
HEALTH was held in fuch honour among the 

Romans, that feveral holy-days were appointed, in 
which they worthipped her. Her image was the 
figure of a woman fitting on a throne, and holding 
a howl in her right hand. Hard by flood an altar, 
to which a twining ferpent lifted up his head. In 
the fame place, was heretofore celebrated the Au- 
gurium Salutis, which was a kind of divination, 
whereby it was enquired, if the gods would per- 
mit, that the people flrould pray for peace. 

SECT. XIV. 
FIDELITY alfo got a temple and an altar, and 

had fuitable facrifices performed to her. She feem- 
ed a venerable matron, fitting on a throne, holding 
in her right hand a caduceus, and in her left a horn 
of plenty. 

SECT. XV. 
LIBERTY, after the kings were expelled, was 

worfiiipped by the Romans as a goddefs, and a 
temple was dedicated to her. Cicero fays, that 
Clodius alfo confecrated his own houfe to this deity. 

SECT. XVI. 
MONEY was alfo invocated, that they might 

he rich ; and indeed, many at this time, worfiiip 
gold and filver, make vows, and raife altars to 
Mammon, that they may fill their coffers. 

SECT. XVII. 
MIRTH was likewife confecrated, and Lycur- 

gus ridiculoufiy eredled an image among the Lace- 
R i demoniaps 
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(lemonians to that god. The Thefialians of the ci 
tv Hypeta every year facrificed to him with gre^ 
jollity. 

The GOOD GENIUS had a temple in th«i 
way that leads to the mountain Mtenalus; and a 
the end of i'upper, they offered him a cup fillet . 
with wine and water. 

CHAP. II. 

THE VICES. 

SECT. I. 
HE VICES which oppofe our happinefs, air 

often occafion mifchiefs and dangers, are thtp: 
evil deities. 

ENVY was a goddefs, as Pallas herfelf confef- d 
fed. when, meeting her at her houfe, fhe requeft- 
ed. that fhe would infetfl a certain lady, called A- . 
glauros, with her poifon. Ovid paints this goddefs, s 
and defcribes her houfe in elegant verfe. 

CONTUMELY and IMPUDENCE were* 
worfliipped at Athens, and reprefented by a par-ts 
fridge, a very impudent bird. 

SECT. XVIII. 

SECT. II. 

SECT. Ill, 
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SECT. IV. 
C ALUM NY, to whom the fame Athenians rail- 

ed an altar, was painted thus by Apelles. There 
fat a man, having long and open ears, inviting ca- 
lumny, with his hand held out; and two women, 
ignorance and fufpicion, attend him. Beiore him 
calumny breaks out into a fury; with a counte- 
nance comely and beautiful indeed; but with 
fparkiing eyes, and a face enflamed with anger: in 
her left hand, (lie held a lighted torch, and with 
her right twills a young man's neck, pouring forth 
his prayers, and holding up his hands to the gods. 
Envy, pale andnally, goes before ; fraud and Con- 
fpiracy at her fide ; and behind follows Repentance, 
clad in mourning and torn garments, turning back, 
her head, to find Truth coming after with a Uovr 
pace. 

SECT. V. 
FR A UD was defcribed with a human face, the 

reft of the body refembling a ferpent, whole tail 
ended in the fling of a fcorpion. She ufes to fwim 
through the river Cocytus, her head only appearing 
above water. 

SECT. VI. 
DISCORD is defcribed by Petronius, riling up 

from the Stygian Lake, with torn hair, and ciclted 
blood upon her vifage ; her eyes lent forth floods 
of tears; her teeth were covered wiih luft ; her 
tongue flowed with gore ; her head was belet with 
fnakes; and being clothed w ith tattered gar- 
ments, (lie brandifired a bloody lamp in her trem- 
bling right hand. 

R 3 SECT. 
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SECT. VII. 
FUR. Y is defcribed ibmetiineschained, and roar- 

ing ; fometimes raging and revelling, with loofe 
chains. Virgil paints her fitting on a heap of arms, 
bound with a hundred chains, and bellowing with 
her bloody mouth. Petrcnius defcribes her loofe, 
with her chains broken, lifting up her bloody 
head on high. She covers her head wounded in a 
thoufand places, with a bloody helmet, and carries 
a burning brand in her hand. 

SECT. VIII. 
FAME had temples dedicated to her. Virgil 

gives a very elegant defeription of her. He fays, 
that Terra, enraged againft the gods, brought forth 
this raonftrous Phantom, fifter to Caeus and Ence- 
ladus. She was of a prodigious fize, having all 
her body coveted with feathers, or rather wings, 
under which were placed innumerable eyes: Ihe 
had almofi an infinite number of ears, mouths, and 
tongues. She flies by night through the dark fliade 
of the earth, and in the middle of heaven; in the 
day Ihe fits a ipy, either on the top of a high houfe, 
or on lofty towers, and affrights great cities; and 
is as tenacious of a lie as of truth. 

FORTUNE. 
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SECT. IX. 
FORTUNE was reputed a goddefs, though (he 

comes both to tlie good and bad without any judge-J: 
ment. She is fo blind, that flie runs indifferently 
to any body, often pading by her own worfhippers^' 
and favouring thofe who defpife her; yet her tem- j 
pies and names were almoft innumerable. 

SECT. X. 
FEVER, alfo fear and palenefs, poverty andii 

art, neceffity and violence, and tempeft too, were, i 
efteemed deities, and had altars and temples dedi—i 
cated to them. 

SECT. XI. 
BOTH the Romans and Egyptians worfhipped ; 

the gods and goddeffes of Silence. The Latins par- 
ticularly performed facrifices to Angeronia and Ta- ; 
cita, as the Egyptians to Harpacrates. That god it 
w as painted naked, in the figure of a boy, crown- 
ed with an Egyptian mitre, holding in his left hand 
a horn of plenty, and with a finger of the right 
put on his lips, as it were commanding filence. 

FINIS. 
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INDEX 

Referring to all the necefiary Matters 
contained in this Book. 

A. 
ACHEXON, a river of hell. 133 

Achilles, his hiftory xSt 
Acidalia, one of the titles of Venus 
Adeon changed into a ftag m 
Adonis, account of 59 
Adfcriptitii dii, gods of lower ran!: and dignity 
AEacus, a judge of hell 139 
Aegean, a giant 140 
JEgis, a fliield fo called, made by Jupiter 11 
JEella, was one of the Harpies 
JEolus, his hiltory 83 
JEfcnlanns, one of the gods of wealth 
JE-fculapius, excelled in medicine, 173. The 

cock facrificed to him 174 
JEfan the father of Jafon, when very old, was 

reftored to youth by Medea 
Ajax killed him, and his blood was turned into 

violets 
Alcmena, Amphitrion’s wife abufed by Jupiter ii 

Aleclo 
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A.’efto was one of the Furies 
AleStryon changed into a cock 3S 
Alans, a giant 14! 
Amazons, account of them 16J 
Ambcrvalia, feftivals of Ceres 95 
Ampbion, account of iSci 
Ampbitrite wife of Neptune 123 
Ancilia, were holy fhields kept in the temple 

of Mars 
Antiope difcovered by Jupiter l*> 
Apaturia, a title of Venus 
Apis, OJiris, and Scrapis iSS 
Apollo, his defcription, 16. Four of them, if. 

Invents mu Tick, 'cfc. if. Deltroys the Cy- 
clops, 17. Calt down from heaven, if. Kills 
Hyacinthus, if. Changes CyparilTus into a 
cyprefs-tree, if. His impurities iS. Raifes 
the walls of Troy by mufic, if. Contends 
with Pan, if. Apollo is the Sun, 19. Things 
facrificed to him T.O-. 

Aracbne was turned into a fpiderby Minerva 
Arethufa, one of Diana’s nymphs 117 
Argonauts, were Jafon’s companions that went 

with him to carry away the Golden Fleece. 
Argus, his hiftory 42 
Ariadne delivers Thefeus out of the labyrinth 163 
Arion 
Arijieus, account of 
AJlrea, her hiftory 
Atalanta and Hippomenes 
Atlas, king of Mauritania 
Atrops, one of the Fates 
Aurora, her likenefs, 65. Loves Cephalus, if, 

Mother of the winds 
Autolycus was a moft notorious thief 

180 
106 ; 
99 fi 
55 

177 
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B. 

TJAAL, Bed, Bedphegor, Beelzebub, Beelz-e- 
men, Beelfamen, Belus, were names of 

Jupiter. 
Bacchus, his appearance, 29. Birth, 30. His 

inventions, ib. His rites, 31. Who he was, 
32. His priefts, 33. Meaning of this fable 34 

Barbata, one of the titles of Venus 
BaJJarides were nymphs of Bacchus 
Battus bribed by Mercury to conceal his theft 27 
Bdides, their crimes and punifhment 143 
Bdus, the firlt idol, fet up by his fon Ninus, 6. 

Worfliipped under the title of Jupiter of Ba- 
bylon 7 

Bellerophon, account of 170 
Bdlona, the goddefs of war 
Biblis fell in love with her brother Canus, (he 

died of grief, and was turned into a fountain 
Biceps and Bifrons, two names of Janus 
Biformius, Brotnius and Brimater, names of 

Bacchus 
Body, the human, gods prcfiding over the dif- 

ferent parts of it 1 ;2 
•Bo/t'/tfl drowns herfelf 18 
Bubona, a deity prefiding over oxen 
Bujiris was a cruel tyrant, who offered human 

facrifices to his father Neptune; he was kil- 
led by Hercules, and was himfelf facriticed 
to Neptune 

C. 
fon of Vulcan 81 

Caliri or Caberi, priefts of Cybele 90 
Cadmus built the city of Thebes, invented the 

greateft part of the Greek Alphabet, fowed 
the 
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the teeth of a dragon in the ground, from 
whence armed men fprang up: both he and 
his wife Hermoine were turned into ferpents 

Culijlo, robbed of her virginity by Jupiter tsi 
Calliope one of the Mules 
Calumny 19/f? 
Canopus, a god of the Egytians izflr 
C aft or and Pollux, 166. 'Cajtor tormented by 

furies 16? 
Centaurs, their hiftory I4£. 
Ceres, her figure, 92. Her origin, ib. De- 

bauched by Jupiter and Neptune, ;7;. Mean- 
ing of her fable, 93. Her feftivals 935 

Charon, his hiftory 1324. 
Charybdis, account of 12& 
Cbaflity a virtue 19^ 
Chimera, hiftory of it 143. 
Chione, pumllied by Diana in 
Chiron the centaur 174k1 

Circe daughter of Apoilo, her hiftory 23 
Cla-viper, one of the titles of Janus and of Her- 

cules 
Clemency a virtue 195 
Clio, one of the Mufes 9^1 
Clot ho, one of the hates 
Clytemneftra kills her hulband, 167. Slain by 

her brother d'id\\ 
Cocytns, a river of hell iddj 
Cocnis, account of 
Concord, her image 194R 
Conftellations, the celeftial 152 
Co if us, a name of Neptune, hence the Games 

called Confulia 
Corybantes, priefts of Cybele 9*! 
Coronia, feftivals in honour of Saturn 
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Ctntia and Cnrmcnta, were tutelar goddeftes to 
new bom infants 

Cupid, hiftory of, 58. Two of them ibid. 
Curetes, prie’fts of Cybele 89 
Cybele, her defcription, 89. Her facrifices ibid. 
Cyclopes deitroyed by Apollo, 17. Were the 

children of Neptune 81 
Cyllentus, one of the names of Mercury 
Cyparijfus, changed into a cyprefs-tree by A- 

pollo 
Cypris, Cytheris, Cythera and Calva, were 

' names of Venus. 

P- 
D .4 E D/II. t/J was a famous artificer, he in- vented the Ax, the Saw, the Plumb-line, 

the Augre and Glue, he was fliut up by Mi- 
nos in a Labyrinth, which he himfelf had 
made, but fled out of it with artificial wings. 

Daemon Bjnus, Dithyrambus, Dionyfius, names 
of Bacchus; Daemon Bonus, was alfo a title 
of Priapus. 

Danaides, the fifty daughters of Danaus who 
were puniflied in hell, for killing their huf- 
bands on their wedding night 

Daphne, changed into a laurel 18 
Dea Syria, one of the titles of Venus 
Diana, her defcription, 109. Names, ib. Pa- 

rentage 109 
Diclynna, one of the names of Diana 
Die,, Deifpiter, names of Jupiter 
D:i Majorum Gentium, the fuperior deities 
Dii idUnorum Gentium, the fubordinate deities 
Du Indispetes, and Dii Adfcripiitii, gods that 

once were men 
S Dindymene 
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Dbidymene hindyme, names of Cybele 
Dionyfea, feftivals in honour of Bacchus 
Dim, the names of the Furies 
Dis, one of the names of Pluto 
Difcord, the goddefs 
Dodoneus, a name of Jupiter 
Dolius, a name of Mercury 
Druids, priefts among the Gauls 
Dryades, nymphs of the woods. 

IS?' 

E. 
J?LEU S, Eleleus, Eleutherius, names of Bac- 

chus 
Eleujinia, one of names of Ceres 
Elicius, a name of Jupiter 

Enialius, one of the titles of Mars 
Epjlrophia, a name of Venus 
Erato, one of the Mufes pSI 
Erjicbthon contemns the facrifices of Ceres p4 
Ergatis, one of the names of Minerva 
Erinnys, a common name to the Furies 
Eros, a name of Cupid 
Erycina, a name of Venus 
Eteocles zt\A Polynices, fons of vEdipus *4? 1 

Evihus, Evan, Eucbius, names of Bacchus 
Eumenides, a general name of the Furies 
Eurydice, beloved by Ariftaeus . 107 
Euterpe, one of the Mufes pp; 

Elyfivm, account of it 
Endymion, the fliepherd. account of 

14S 
iioi 

F. 
JPAITH, one of the Virtues 

Fame, the goddefs 
Fates, account of them 
Fauna and Fatua, names of Cybele 

FaunsAl 
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Fauns, their hiftory I°5 
Februus, a name of Pluto 
Feretrius, a name of Jupiter 
Feronia, account of 1 r4 
Fidelity, a Virtue J95 
Flora, account of ttj 
Florida, a title of Juno 
Fortune, a goddefs 
Fulgent and Fulminator, names of Jupiter 
Furies, their hiftory t37 
Fury, one of the Vices J9® 

G. 
GA LLI, priefts of Cybele 89 Ganymede, taken up into heaven 13 
Genitor, Gragos and Grapjius, names of Jupiter 
Genius or Genii, 151. It is alfo one of the 

names of Priapus 
Geryon, a Centaur 144 
Giants, their hiftory 137 
Glaucopis, a title of Minerva 
Glaucus, the filherman 126 
Golden Fleece carried off by Jafon 
Goat, fuckled by Jupiter 
Gods, the fevcral claffes of them 8 
Graces, hiftory of the £9 
Gravidas, one of the titles of Mars 

H. 
£JADES, a name of Pluto 

Hamadryades, nymphs of the woods 
Harpycs, their hiftory 145 
Health 195 
Hecate, a name of Diana 1x0 
Helicon, the mount of the Mufes 
Hell, deities of it 13* 

S a Heraria, 
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Heraria, were facrifices offered to Juno 
Hercule, Hercle, an oath taken only by men, 

whereas the women ufed JEcnJlor 
Hercules, fon of Jupiter and Alcmcna, 105. 

His labours, 155. Death 159 
Hermaphroditus, a fon of Mercury ab 
Hermes, one of Mercury’s names 
Hefperides, the daughters of Hefperus 179 f 
Hefperus, the brother of Atlas ibid. ■ 
Hippius and Hipp' dromus, names of Neptune 
Hippotades, one of the names of vEolus 
Hireiis, the reputed father of Orion 
Hope, one of the Virtues *92 

Hortenjis, a title of Venus 
Hyades, daughters of Atlas 17^ 
Hymer/ce’/s, the god of marriage 
Hymcnceus, account of / 5s 

I. 
T ACC HUS, one of the names of Bacchus 

■“ Janus takes Saturn into a fhare of his king- 
dom, 71. Who he was, 75. Of his temple, 
ib. Meaning of the fable, 76. He firft infti- 
tuted altars 77 

yawn, his hiftory 159 
Idcei Daftyli, prieffs of Cybele 9° 
Idolatry, the canfes of it, 5. The different ob- 

jects of it, in different nations 7 
Inachis, a name of lo or Ifis 
Infants, gods prefiding over them if2 

lo, her hiftory 42 

Ipbirenia was carried to be facrificed to Diana 
Taurica, but was fpared, and made prieftefs 
of Diana 

Irhiges, daughter of Pan I0.5 
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Juga, one of Juno’s titles 
Juno, her appearance and attendants, 4T. Her 

children, ib. Jealous, 42. Her fable ex- 
plained 43 

Juno Inferna, a name of Proferpina 
Jupiter, How reprefented, to. Many of them, 

ib. His education, 11. His brethren, ib. 
Punilhes Lycaon, 1 2. His debaucheries, ib. 
He was a king in Crete, 13. Jupiter, Nep- 
tune and Pluto compared to the three fons 
of Noah, ib. Carried Bacchus in his thigh 34 y 

Jupiter Secundvs, a name of Neptune 
Jujlice, one of the Virtues 192 
Ixion, account of 142 

L. 

T ACHESIS, one of the Fates 
Lacinia, Lucinia, Lucuia, titles of Juno 

Lamiie or Empufee, account ot them 
Lapis or Lapideeus, titles of Jupiter 
Lares, hiftory of them 150 
Latialis, a title of jupiter 
Latona, her hiltory, 58. Defpifed by Niobe, ib. 

Her revenge 63 
Lence, priefteffes of Bacchus 
Lethe, a rive, of hell 14S 
Leucofia, one f the Syrens 
Lucotboe, ravii.ied by Apollo iS 
Liberty, a Virtue 195 
Ligcea, one of the Syrens 
Liparus, account of 
J.ucina, a name of Diana 
Luna, a name of Diana 
Lycuosi s impiety, it. His punilhment 

S 3 
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M. 

In- 
o9 
i Si 

*591 
) 1 2 t 

J?S 

25- 
His 

27 

JiJAIA, one of the daughters of Atlas 
Marina, Melanis, Meretrix, Migonitis, 

Murcia, names of Venus 
Mars, Ins attendants, 37 Parentage, ib. 

trigue with Venus 3S Sacrifices 
Marjyas, flea’d alive by Apollo 
Medea, account of her 
Meleager, puniftied by Diana 
Melpomene. one of the Mules 
Mcrnnou, hiftory of 
Mena, one of the nuptial goddefles 
Mercury, his defeription and parentage, 

Invented letters, ib A noted thief, ib. 
offices, 26. His facrifices 

Merer, one of the Virtues 
Metope, one of the daughters of Atlas, mar- 

ried to Sifyphus 
Mejlra or Meftt e or Metra, account of 125 
Mctroa, facritices offered to Cybeh 
Midas, has his ears 'hanged into afies’ by A- 

pollo. tS. His requelt of Bacchus 31 
Mima.tones, attendants on Bacchus 
Minerva, her fimilttude, 4 Came out of Ju- 

piter’s forehead, ib. Her chaliity, 47. Her 
honours, ib. Frble explained 48 

Minos, one of the judges of hell 138 
Mneniofyne, mother of the Mufes pS 
Mamus account of him, 84. His judgement 

in the caufe of Neptune, Vulcan and Miuer- 
nerva Hid. 

Mofes, thought to be Bacchus 33 
Morpheus, was the Servant of Somnus, his of- 

fice was to bring dreams to people 
Mufes, 
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I.Tufes, account of them 
Mujica, one of the titles of Minerva 

5S 

N. 
fijAADES, were prieftefles of Bacchus 
^ Naides and Naiaaes were nymphs of the 

fountains 
Narciffus, account of 11S 
Ncbrbdes, one of the names of Bacchus 
Nemefis, her hiftory 99 
Neptune, his defcription, raa. Marries Am- 

phitrite, 1^3. His altar placed under 
ground, ib. His children 124 

Nereus 126 
Neiio or Nerione, the wife of Mars 
Nejfus 159 
Niwtod, faid to be Bacchus 32 
Ninas, the tirft author of idolatry, builds Nine- 

veh, deifies his father Belus 6 
Niobe, her hiftory 62 
Nijjceus, one of the names of Bacchus 
Nomius, one of the names of Apollo 
Nona, one of the Fates 
Nox, her hiftory 138 
Nuptialis, one of Juno’s titles 
Nyetilius, a name of Bacchus 
Nyiiimcsse, account of 53 
Nymphagetes, a name of Neptune 
Nymphs, their hiftory ti6 

O. 
QCCA TOR, the god of harrowing 

Oceanus, hiftory of 
1 Oedipus, account of 146 

and ti- 

Opcrtus 



til 

INDEX. 
Opcrtus, one of the flames of Pluto 
Opifer, a title of Apollo 
Opigena, a title of Juno 
Opis, a name of Diana 
Ops, a name of Cybele 
Orcus or Quragus, names of Pluto 
Orion, account of 
Orpheus, overcomes the Syrens, 12S. His hif- 

tory ] 
Ofcilla, fmall images of Bacchus, hung on trees 

while his feftivals were folemnizing 
OJiris, Apis and Serapis iSS 
Othus, one of the Giants that warred againft 

heaven 

is5 

79 ;k| 

p. 
12S 

4<J 1 

Ti A LAE MO N, account of 
Pales, her hiftory 

Palladium, what 
Pan, his birth and parentage, 102. His def- 

cription, ib. Is a fymbol of the univerfe ibid. 
Pandora, account of her So 
Paris and Helena 56 
Parnafults, the Mufes were fo called 
Parthenope, one of the Syrens 
Paftphee, daughter of Apollo 2 2 
Pajitbea, one of Cybele’s names 
Feaee, a Virtue >94 I 
Pegajus, the Mufes horfe, he was caught and 

ridden upon by Eellerophon, and was placed 
in heaven among the ftars 

Pelops, hiftory of I43-h 
Penates, account of them tdP'fi 
Penelope, her hiftory 1S5JI 
Periclimcnes, account of I24f* 

PerfeuAi 



INDEX. 
Per feus. Ion of Jupiter p.nd Danae, 16S. De- 

livers Andromeda, xCp. Cuts off Medufa’s 
head Hid 

Per fans, worffiip Phcehus 21 
Pejinutia, a goddefs, whofe image was only a 

lhapelefs ftone; it was alfo a name of Cybele 
Phaetiin, hishiftory 21 
Phanceus, a name of Apollo 
Phlegethon, a river of hell 133 
Phlegyas, burnt the temple of Apollo I41 
Pbcebus or the Sun, 21. His debaucheries ibid. 
Pborcvs, fon of Neptune 124 
Pleiades, daughters of Atlas 178 
Pluto, his hillory 134 
Plutus, account of ibid. 
Polylymnia, one of the Mufes 59 
Polyphemus, who he was 81 
Polyxena, daughter of Priamus 182 
Pomia, a title of Venus 
Pomona, her hiftory 115 
Porthemvs and Portitor names of Charon 
Friapus, account of him 106 
Primigenia and privata, titles of Fortune 
Piometkeus, fteals fire from heaven, 80. His 

hiftory t 175 
Propyleea, one of the names of Hecate or Diana 
Projerpina. her hiftory, 135. Signification of 

her fable 136 
Proteus, the fon of Neptune 124 
Pylotis, one of the titles of Minerva 
Pyramus and Thijbc 53 
Pyrrha, the wife of Deucalion 
Pytho, a daughter of Atlas 
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5) l/IE TUS, a name of Pfuto 
Quirirttit, a title of Jupiter 

R.. 
J^EC TUS, one of Bacchus’s titles 

Redux, Regina, titles of Fortune 
Rhadamantbus, judge of hell 
Rhamnujia, a name of Nemefis 
Rhea, a name of Cybele 
Ruminus, one of Jupiter’s titles 
Rural Cods and Coddejfes 

S. 
O A I. A CI A, wife of Neptune 
^ Salij, priefts of Mars 
Salmacis, a nymph, her hiftory 
Salmoncus, account of 
Sator and Saritor, rural gods 
Saturn, his defcription, 69. Obtains the king- 

dom of his brother Titan, 70. Jupiter de- 
pofes him, 71. He goes to Italy, ib. His i 
facrifices, 72. Senfe of his fable 73/ 

Satyrs, their defcription 105 
Scylla and Charybdis laSj.: 
Setnele, her hiftory 2<jt: 
Serapis, an Egyptian god, the fame with Apis 
Servator, Soter, Stator, Stabilitor, titles of 

Jupiter 
Silenus, his hiftory 104): 
Sirens, hiftory of them 12$: 
Syfiphus, a robber M5!** 
Sol, a name of Apollo 
Sphynx, a monfter 14^ 1 
Spolia Opima, thofe fpoils which one general 

takes from another in battle 
Stercutim 



INDEX. 
Stercutius, a name of Saturn 
Styx, a river of hell *33 
Suada, one of the nuptial goddelfes 
Sucuhe, daughters of Atlas, called alfo Hyades 
Summanus, a name of Pluto 
Sun, is Apollo I9 
Sylvanus, account of 104 
Syrens vide Sirens 
Syrinx, changed into reeds 103 

T. 
(TA TIDA, one of the goddefles of filence 
^ Tantalus, fon of Jupiter by Plota 143 
Tauriceps, Tauriformis, names of Bacchus 
Taygete, one of the daughters of Atlas 
Telcbincs, priefts of Cybele 9° 
Terminus icy 
Terpjicore, one of the Mufes 98 
Thalia, one of the Mufes ibid, 
Themis, account of her 99 
Thefeus, his hiftory, 160. Subdues the Ama- 

zons, 143. Defccnds into hell 164 
Thefmophoria, feftivals of Ceres 95 
Thetis, hides Achilles 1S1 
Thyadcc were companions of Bacchus 
Titan, refigns the kingdom to Saturn, 70. Makes 

war upon him 7l 

Titans, account of them 141 
Tithonus, beloved by Aurora 66 
Tityeus, the giant 141 

Trieterica, facrifices to Bacchus 
Tripthlemus, account of 93 
Ttiton, a god of the fea 115 
Trivia, one of the names of Hecate or Diana 

, Truth, one of the Virtues I94 
Tyndaridte 



INDEX. 
Tyndari.'.. . tTw children of Tyndarus, Helena, 

CK tefiintdr,!. Callor and Poll-.;-; 
Tyl'be its or TyLlon, account of 14c 

U. V. 
yEDlUS, a name of Jupiter 

Vertilict, wife of Neptune 111; 
Venus, her appearance, £i. I low worlhipped, 

ib. four of them, 52. Her wickednefs, 53. 
Ex])lanation of her fable doc 

Verticordia, a title of Venus 
Vcrtutnnus, Courts Pomona, 113. Could turn 

hinil'elf into any diape 12. 
Vejl.i, her hiltory, So. Two of them, ib. The 

fable explained 8 
Vejlal virgins 8«e 

lp£ 

Difputes with Ajax. 
1 pit 

Vices, account of them 
Virgo, a title of Fortune 
Virtue, the Virtues 
Ulyffes, hi (lory of, 1S3. 

ib. His adventures 
Underjlanding 
Utixia, a title of Juno 
Urania, one of the Mules p(t 
Vulcan, fpread an iron net over Mars and Ve- 1 ' 

mis, 38. His hiftorv, 79. Call out of heaven, 
ib. Courts Minerva, ib. Marries Venus, ib. 
His temple on Mount iEtna, So. Makes the 
firft woman, ib. By Vulcan, fire is meant ibis?. 

184! 
1 

Z. 
.z* US, one of Jupiter’s names 

FINIS, 










