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IF ever the ftory of any private man’s adven- 
tures in the world were worth making pu- 

' blic, and were acceptable when publiflied, the 
[ Editor of this account thinks this will be fo. 

The wonders of this man’s life exceed all 
I that (he thinks) is to be found extant; the 
( life of one man being fcarce capable of a great- 
i er variety. 
I The ftory is told with modefty, with fe- 

rioufnefs, and with a religious application of 
events to the ufes to which wife men always 

^ apply them, viz. to the inftruflion of others 
[ by this example, and to juftify and honour the 
■ wifdom of Providence in all the variety of our 

circumftances, let them happen how’ they will. 
The Editor believes the thing to be a juft 

hiftory of fact j neither is there any appear- 
ance of fiftion in it: And though he is well 
aware there are many, who on account of the 

| very ftngular prefervations the author met 
with, will give it the name of a romance ; 

I yet, in which ever of thefe lights it (hall be 
viewed, he imagines, that the improvement 
of it, as well to the diverfton, as to the in- 
ftruction of the reader, will be the fame ; and, 

. as fuch, he thinks, without farther compli- 

does them a great fer- ment to the world, he 
vice in the publication 





THE 

LIFE AND ADVENTURES 

O F 

ROBINSON CRUSOR. 

IN the year 1632, I was born at yorh, of a repu- 
table family. My father was a native of Bre- 
men, who merchandizing at Hull for fome time, 

gained a very plentiful fortune, and married iny 
mother in Tork, who received her firft breath in that 
country. And as her maiden name was Rcbi/fon, 
I was called Robittfon Kreutxnaer ; which not being 
ealily prouounced in the hngUJh tongue, we are 
commonly known by the name of Crufae. 

I was the youngeft of three brothers ■, the elded 
was a Lieutenant Colonel in Lockhart's regiment, 
but (lain by the Spaniards: What became of the 
other I could never learn. 

No charge nor pains were wanting in my educa- 
tion, my father defigning me for the law ; yet no- 
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2 ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

thiqg would ferve me, but I muft go to fea, both 
aga'inft the will of my father, the tears of my mother, 
and the entreaties of my friends. One morning my 
father expoftulated very warmly with me: Says he, 
What reafon have you to leave your native country, 
where there muft be a more certain profpett of con- 
tent and happinefs, than to enter into a wandering 
condition of uneafinefs and uncertainty ? He recom- 
mended to me A gen’s with, neither to dijlre ed-verfity^ 
nor riches; that a middle ftate of life was the molt 
happy ; and that the high towering thoughts of rai- 
ling our condition by wandering abroad, were fur- 
rounded with mifery and danger, and often ended 
with confufton and difappointment: I entreat you, 
my I command you, fays he, to defift from thefe in- 
tentions : Confider your eldeft brother, who laid down 
his life for his honour, or rather loft it for his difo- 
bedience to my will. If you will go, added he, my 
prayers however ftiall be offered for your preferva- 
tion ; but a time may come, when, defolate, opprefi'ed 
or forlaken, you may wifh you had taken your p. •- >. de- 
fpifed father’s counfel.—He pronounced thefe words 
with fuch a moving and paternal eloquence, while 
floods of tears ran down his aged cheeks, that fee til- 
ed to ftem the torrent of my refolutions. 

But this wore off ibon, and a little after I informed 
my mother, that I could not fettle to any bufinefs, 
my refolutions were fo ftrong to fee the world ; and 
begged fhe would gain my father’s confent, only to 
go one voyage, which if it did not prove profperous 
I would never attempt a fecond : But my defire 
was as vain as my folly in afking : My mother paffi- 
chatelyexprefledherdifli.keof thispropofal,telling me, 
'1 hat as Jloe faiv 1 was bent upon my own dejlruhlion, 
contrary to their will and my duty, jloe would fay no 
more, but leave me to myfef to do whatfoever 1 pleafed. 

I was then, I think, nineteen years old, when 
one 
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one time being at Hull, I met a fchool-fellow of 
mine, going along with his father, who w; malter 
of a {hip, to London : And acquainting him with my 
wandering defrres, he affured me of my free p. fbge, 
and a plentiful fhare of what was neceliary. fnus, 
without imploring a bluffing, or taking a farewell of 
my parents, I took {hipping on the firll ot Siptember 
1651. When our fhip having no fooner left the 
Humber a-ftern, but there arofe fuch a violent florin, 
and being extremely feu fide, I thought the judg- 
ments of God defervedly followed me for my dif- 
obedience to my dear parents. It was then only 
I called to mind the good advice of my father j 
how eafy and comfortable was a middle hate of life j 
and if it pleafed God to fet me on dry land once 
more, I would return to my parents, implore their 
forgivenefs, and bid a final adieu to my wandering 
inclinations. 

Such were my thoughts while the florm conti- 
nued but thefe good refolutions decreafed with the 
danger. More efpecially, when my companion came 
to me, clapping me on the fhoulder : What, Bob ! 
faid he, fare you was not frightened laji night with 

■fcarce a capfuli of wind r And do you, cry’d I, 
call fuch a violent form a cap full of wind ? A 

form, you fool you, faid he, this is nothing ; a good 
fhip and fea room always bnfjle fuch 1 fohjh fquail 
of wind as that r But you're a frejh-water Jailor: 
Come, boy, turn out, fee what fine weather we have 
now, and a good bowl of punch will drown all your 
paf [arrows. In fhort, the punch was made ; I was 
drunk, and in one night’s time drowned both my 
repentance and my good refolutions, entirely for- 
getting the vows and promifes I made in my diilrefs: 
And whenever any refledfions would return on me, 
what by company and drinking, I foon mattered 
*hofe fits, as I deridingly called them. But this only 

A 2 made 



4 ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

made way for another trial, whereby I could not 
but fee how much I was beholden to kind Pro- 
vidence. 

Upon the fixth day, we came to an anchor in 
road, where we lay wind-bound with fomc 

Ntwca/Ue flips ; and there being good anchorage, 
and our cables found, the feamen forgot their late 
toil and danger, and fpent their time as merry as 
it they had been on fhore. But on the eighth day 
there arofe fuch a bi ifk gale of wind, which pre- 
vented our tiding it up the river, and ftill increa- 
iing, our tnip rid fore-caftle in, having flipped ie- 
venl large feas. 

It was not long before horror leized the feamen 
themfelves, when I heard the mafterexprefs this me- 
lancholy ejaculation, Lord have mercy upon us, ive 

Jhall be all loji and undone! For my part, lick unto 
death, I k^eot my cabin, till the univerfal and moll 
dreadful apprehenfions among us of our fpeedy fate 
made me get up upon deck; and there I was dreadfully 
affrighted indeed : The fea went mountains high : I 
could fee nothing but diftrefs around us : Two flips 
had cut their malls on board, and another was foun- 
dered. Two more, that had loll their anchors, were 
forced out to the mercy of the ocean ; and to fave 
our lives, v/e were forced to cut our fore-mall and 
main-mall quite away. 

Who is therre fo ignorant as not to judge of my 
dreadful condition ? I was but a frelh water failor, 
and therefore it feemed more terrible. Our flip was 
very good, but too much leaden, which made the 
failors often cry out, would founder’, words I 
.then was ignorant of! All this while the form con- 
tinuing, the mailer and the more fober part of his 
men went to prayers, expefting death every mo- 
ment. In the middle of the night one cried out, We 
had ft rung a leak’, another, L hat there was four feet 
water in the hold. I was jull ready to expire with 

fear. 
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fear, when immediately all hands were called to the 
pump ; and the men forced me alfo in that extremi- 
ty to (hare with them in their labour. While thus 
employed, the mailer efpying fome light colliers, 
fired a gun as a fignal of diftrefs; which I not im- 
derflanuing what it meant, and thinking that ekher 
the fhip broke, or fome dreadful thing happened, fell 
into a 1'woon; but in that common condition of woe, 
nobody minded me, excepting to thruft me alide 
with their feet, thinking me dead, and it was a great 
while before I recovered. 

Happy it was for us, when upon the fignal given, 
they ventured out their boats to fave our lives. All 
our pumping had been in vain, and vain had their 
attempts been, had they not come to our fhip’» fide,, 
when our men cal't them a rope over a-ilern with a 
buoy to it, which after great labour they got hold 
of, and we hawling them to us, got into their boat. 
So leaving our Ihip, we perceived it fink in lefs than 
a quarter of an hour, by which I knew what was 
foundering at fea. And now the men incefiantly la- 
boured to recover their own fhip, but the fea ran fo 
high, and the wind blowing hard, they thought it 
convenient to hawl within fhore; which with great 
difficulty and danger at latl we happily effedled, 
landing at a place called Gromef, not far from Win- 
ter ton light-houfe: From whence we all walked to 
Yarmouth) where, as objects of pity, many good 
people furnifhed us with neceflaries for our fuhfiil- 
ence either to Hull or London. 

’ Fis ilrange, that after all this, like the Prodigal 
Son, I did not return to my father; who hearing of 
the fhip’s calamity, for a long time thought me en- 
tombed in the deep. No doubt but 1 fhould have 

Jhared in his fatted calf as the feripture expreffeth it j 
.But my ill fate llill puffied me on, in fpite of the 
powerful conviction of reafon and confidence. 

A 3 Whea. 



6 ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

When I had been at Yarmouth three days, I met 
my old companion, who had given me the invitation 
to go on board along with his hither. His behaviour 
and fpeech was altered, and in a melancholy manner 
afked me how I did, telling his father who I was, 
and how I had made this voyage for a trial only to 
proceed farther abroad: Upon which the old gentle- 
man, turning to me gravely, faid, Young man, you 
ought never to go to fen an\ more, but to take this for a 
certain ftgn that you will never profper in a fed-faring 
condition- Sir, anfwered I, will you take the fame 
refolution ? ’Tis a different cafe, faid he, ’tis ?ny 
calling, and confequently my duty ; but as you have 
made this voyage for a trial, you fee what ill fuccefs 
heaven,has Jet before your eyes; and perhaps our mi- 
feries have been on your account, like Jonah in the (J:ip 
of Tarfhilh : But pray what are you, and on what ac- 
count did you go to fea ? Upon which I very freely, 
declared my whole ftory; at the end of which he 
made this exclamation, Ye facred powers ! what 
had I committed, thatfuch a wretch fhould enter in- 
to my fhip to heap upon me fuch a deluge of mife- 
ries ! But loon recolleftjng his pallions, Young man, 
faid he, depend upon it, ij you do not go back, where- 
ever you go, you will meet with difaji . rs and difappoint- 
ments, till your father's words are fulfilled upon you. 
And fo we parted. 

I thought at firft to return home, but fhame op- 
pofed that good motion, as thinking I fhould be 
laughed at by my neighbours and acquaintance. So 
ft range is the nature of youth, who are not aihamed 
to nn, but yet afhamed to repent; and far from be- 
ing afhamed of thofe aftions for which they may be 
accounted fools, think it folly in returning to their 
duty, which is the principal mark of wiiUom. In 
fhort I travelled up to London, refolved upon a voy- 
age ; and a voyage I foon heard of, by my acquain- 
tance with a captain who took a fancy to me, to go 

to 
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to the coaft of Guinea. Having fome money, and 
appearing like a gentleman, I went on board, not 
as a common failor or fore-man-mani nay, the com- 
mander agreed I fhould go that voyage with him 
without any expence ; that I Ihould be liis mefs-mate 
and companion; and I was very welcome to carry 
any thing with me, and make the belt merchandize 
I could. 

I bleffed my happy fortune, and humbly thanked 
my captain for his offer; when acquainting my 
friends, in Torkfhire, forty pounds were lent me, the 
greateft part of which I believe my dear father and 
mother contributed to j and with which I bought 
toys and trifles as the captain directed me. My 
captain alfo learned me navigation, how to keep an 
account of the flop’s courl'e, take an obfervatiou, 
and led me into the knowledge of feveral ufeful 
branches of the mathematics. And indeed this voy- 
age made me both a Kailor and merchant: For I 
brought home 5 pounds 9 ounces of gold duit for 
my adventure, which produced at my return to 
London almoft three hundred pounds. But in this 
voyage I was extremely fick, being thrown into a 
violent calenture, through exceflive heat, trading 

i upon the coait from the latitude of 15 degrees 
north even to the line itfelf. 

But alas! my dear friend the captain foon departed 
, this life after his arrival. This was a fenlible grief 

to me ; yet I refolved to go another voyage with his 
mate, who had now got command of tire fhip. 

IBut this proved unfuccesful: For though I d.J not 
carry quite too/, of my late acquired wealth, i'o that 
I had 200/. left, which I depbuied with the eapiain’s 
widow, who was an honefl: gentlewoman, yet my 
misfortunes in this voyage were very great upon me; 
for our thip lading towards the Canary iilands, we 
were chaced by a Sake rover; and in i’pite of ail the 
fail v:e could make, by crowding as much can- 

vafs 
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vafs as our yards would fpreacj, or mafts carry, the 
pirate gained upon us, and fo we prepared oprfelvcs 
to fight. They had 18 guns, and we had but 12. 
About three in the afternoon there was a dei'perate 
engagement, wherein many were killed and wounds 
ed on both fides; but finding ourfelves overpowered 
with numbers, our ihip difa-bled^ and ourfelves too 
impotent to have the lead: hopes of fuccefs, we were 
forced to furrender, and accordingly were all carried 
into the port of Sa/ee. Our men were fent to the 
Emperor’s court to be fold there •, but the pirate 
captain taking notice of me, kept me to be his own 
flave. 

In this condition I thought myfelf the mofi: mife- 
rable creature on earth, and the prophecy of my fa- 
ther came afrefh-into my thoughts. As it happened, 
my condition was better than I thought it to be, as 
will foon appear. Some hopes indeed I had, that 
my new patron would go to fea again, where he might 
be taken by a Spanifh or Portugal man of war, and 
then I fhould be fet at liberty. But in this I was 
miftaken, for he never took me with him, but left 
me to look after his little garden, and to the drudgery 
of his houfe; and when he returned from fea, would 
make me lie in the cabin, and look after the ihip. 
I had no one that I could communicate my thoughts 
to, which were continually meditating my efcape ; 
no E‘ig!ifhma/!, Irijhtrian, or Scotchman here, but my- 
felf; and for two years I could fee nothing practi- 
cable, but only pleafe myfelf with the imagination. 

After foroe length of time, my patron, as I 
found, grew fo poor, that he could not fit out his 
fhip as ufual: And then he ufed conilantly, once 
or twice a week, if the weather was fair, to go out 
a fidiing, taking me and a young Jplorefco boy to row 
the boat; ^nd fo much pleafed was he with me for 
my dexterity in catching the fiih, that he would’ 

often.' 



ROBINSON CRUSOE. 9 

often fend me with a Alger, who was one of his 
kinfmen, and the Morefco youth, to catch a difh of 
fifh for him. 

One morning,-as we were at the fport, there arofe 
, fuch a thick fog, that we loft fight of the ftiore ; 
; and rowing we knew not which way, we laboured 
■ all the night, and in the morning found ourfelvcs in 

, the ocean, two leagues from land ; however, we at- 
i tained there at length, and we made the greater 
| hafte, becaufe our ftotnachs were exceeding fliarp 

and hungry. But the better to prevent fuch difafters, 
my patron ordered a. carpenter to build a little ftate- 
room or cabin in the middle of the long-boat, with 
a place behind it to fteer and hawl home the main- 
flieet, with other conveniencies, to keep him from 
the weather, as alfo lockers to put in all manner of 
proviilons ; with a hsndfome flioulder of mutton fail, 
gibing over the cabin. 

In this he frequently took us a fifhing; and one 
time inviting two or three perfons of diftiniftion to 
go with him, made provifion extraordinary, provi- 

| ding alfo three fuzees, with powder and {hot, that 
f they might have fome iport at fowling along the fea 

coaft. The next morning, the boat being clean, 
her antients and pendents out, and every thing 
ready, their minds altering, my patron ordered us 

;• to go a filhing, for that his guefts would certainly 
i fup with him that night. 

And now I bdgan to think of my deliverance in- 
deed : In order to this, I perfuaded the Algor to get 
fome provifions on board,, as not daring to meddle 
with our patron’s ; who taking my advice, vve 

; ftored ourfelves with rufk bil'cuit, and three jars of 
water ; befides, I privately conveyed into the boat 
a bottle of brandy ; fome twine, thread, a ham- 

| mer, hatchet, and a law ; in particular fome bees- 
wax, which was a great comfort to me, and ferved 

| to make candles. I then perfuaded Aluley (for f;» 



was the Moor called) to procure fome powder and 
fhot, pretending to kill Tea curlieus, to which he 
innocently and readily agreed And in Ihort, being 
provided with all things necefiary, we failed out, 
refolving for my own part to make my efcape, though 
it might coft me my life. 

"When we had pafTed thecaflle, we fell to fifhing; 
but though I knew there was a bite, I dilTembled the 
matter, in order to pur farther out to fea. Accord- 
ingly we ran a league farther ; when giving the boy 
the helm, and pretending to Hoop for lomething, I 
feized Muley by futprize, and threw him over-board. 
He was an excellent fwimmer, foon arofe, and made 
towards the boat; upon which 1 took out a fuzee, 
and prefented it at him : Mitley, faid I, 1 never yet 
deftgned to do you any harm, and feek nothing now but 
my redemption. I know you are able enough to fwitn 
to Jhore and fave your life ; fut if you are refclvcd to 

follow me, to the endangering of mine, the very moment 
you proceed l will (looot you through the head. The 
harmlefs creature, at thefe words, turned himfelf 
from me, and I make no doubt got fafe to land. 
Then turning to the boy Xury, I perceived he 
trembled at the a£Hon ; but I put him out of all fear, 
telling him, that if he would be true and faithful 
to me, I would do well by him : And therefore, faid 
I, you mujl jlroke your face to be faithful, and, as the 
Turks have learnt you, [wear by Mahomet, and the 
beard of your father, or elfe I will throw you into the fa 
a!fo. So innocent did the child then look, and with, 
fuch an obliging frnile, confented, that 1 readily be- 
lieved him, and, from that day forward* began to 
love him entirely. .> 

Thus we purfued our voyage, and that they (hould 
think me gone to the Straits mouth, i kept to the 
fouthward to the truly Barbarian coaft ; but in the 
dufk of the evening, I changed my courfe, and 
fleered direftly S. by E. that I might keep near 

the. 
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the fhore; and having a frefh gale or wind, with a 
pleafant imooth Tea, by three o’clock the next day 
I was 150 miles beyond the Emperor of Morocco* 
dominions. Yet ftill having the dreadful apprehen- 
lions of being retaken, I continued failing for five 
days fucceffively, till fuch time as the wind fhifting 
to the fouthward, made me conclude, that if any 
vdTel was in chace of me they would proceed no 
farther : And after fo much fatigue and thought, I 
anchored in the mouth of a little river, I knew not 
what, or where ; neither did I then fee any people. 

IWhat I principally wanted was frefh water ; and I 
was refolved, about duikifh, to fwim afhore. But 
no fooner did the gloomy clouds of night begin to 
fucceed the declining day, when then it was we heard 
fuch barking, roaring, and howling of wild crea- 
tures, that one might have thought the very ftran- 
geft monfters of nature, or infernal fpirits, had their 
refidence there. Poor Xury, almoll dead with fear, 
entreated me not to go on fhore that night. 'Sup- 
poftng I don't, Xury, laid I, and in the morning not 
Ji.'ould fee men, who are nuorje than thofe ive jear ; whet 
then ? O den we may give dtm de Jhoot gun, replied 
Xury, laughing, and de gun make dem all run away. 
The wit, and broken EngliJ/j, which the hoy had 
learnt from the captives of our nation, pleafed me 
entirely, and to add to his cheerfulnefs, I gave him a 
dram of the bottle; We could get but little deep all 
the night for the terrible bowlings they made; and 

j indeed we were both affrighted very much, when, 
! by the rolling of the water, and other tokens, we 
juftly concluded one of thofe monfters made towards 
our boat ; 1 could not fee it till it came within two 
oars length, when, taking my fuzee, I let fly at 
him : Whether I hit him or no, I cannot tell; but 
he made towards the fhore, and the noife of my gun 
encreafed the ftupenduous noife of the monilers. 

\W: ' The 
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The next morning, I was refolded to go on fliore 
to get frefh water, and venture my life among beafts 
Or favages, ftiould either attack me. Xury laid he 
would take one of the jars and bring me feme. I 
afked him why he would go, and not I. The poor 
boy anfwered, If wild mans came, they eat me, you gt 
away. A mind fcarcely now to be imitated, fo con- 
trary to felf-prefervation, the moft powerful law of 
nature ! This indeed encreafed my affection to the 
child. Well, dear Xury, faid I, we will both go . 
afore, both eat wild mans, and theyJhall eat neither 
of us. So giving Xury a piece of rulk bread to eat, 
and a dram, we waded alhore, carrying nothing with 
us but our arms, and two jars for water. I did not j 
go out of fight of the boat, as dreading the favages s 

coming down the river in their canoes. But the boy 
feeing a low defeent, or vale, about a mile in the j 
country, he wandered to it ; and then running back | 
to me with great precipitation, I thought he was 
purfued by fome favage or wild beaft, upon which I 
approached, rcfolving to perifh or protect him from 
dapger. As he came nearer to me, I law fomething 
hanging over his fhoulders, which was a creature 
he had Biot, like a hare, but different in colour, and 
longer legs; however, we were glad of it; for it. 
proved wholefome nourilhing meat ; but what added 
to our joy was, my boy allured me there was plenty 
of water, and that he fee no wild mans. And greater 
flill was our comfort, when we found frefh water in 
the creek where we were, when the tide was out. 
without going fo far up into the country 

In this place I began to confider that the Canary* 
and the Cape de Verd iflands lay not far off; but ha- 
ving no inftrument, I knew not what latitude, or when 
to Band off to fea for them ; yet my hopes were, I 
fliould meet fome of the Englifh trading veffels, who 
would relieve'and take us up. 

The 
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The place I was in was, no doubt, that wild fort 
of country, inhabited only by a few, that lies be- 
tween the Emperor of Alorocco's dominions and the 
Negroes : It was filled with wild beafts, and the Moors 
ufed it for hunting chiefly. From this place I thought 
I faw the top of the mountain Tenertff'e, in the Ca/13- 
ries; which made me try twice to attain it, but as 

5 often was I drove back, and lb forced to purfue my 
fortune along the fhore. 

Early one morning we came to an anchor under a 
little point of land, but pretty high, and the tide be- 
ginning to flow, we lay ready to go farther in : But 

■- Xury whofe youthful and penetrating eyes were 
- fharper than mine, in a loft tone, defired me to keep 

; far from land, left we fhould be devoured: /'or, look 
t yonder Meytery faid he, and fee de dreadful monjler 

, fajl of cep on thefide of the hill. Accordingly, looking 
. where he pointed, I efpied a fearful monfter indeed ; 
! it was a terrible great lion that lay on fhore, covered, 
b as it were, by the ihade of a piece of the hill. Xuryy 

faid I, you Jhall go on fhore and kill him. But the boy 
looked amazed : Me kill him, fays he, he eat me at 
one mouth ; meaning one mouthful. Upon which [ 
bid him lie ftill, and charging my biggeft gun with 
two flugs, and a good charge of powder, I took the 

I? beft aim I could to fhoot him through the head •, but 
1 his leg lying over his nofe, the flug broke his knee- 
J bone. The lion, awaking with the pain, got up, but 
J foon fell down, giving the moft hideous groan I ever 
j heard : But taking my fecond piece, I ihot him thro’ 

the head, and then he lay ftruggling for life. Upon 
this Xury took heart, and defired my leave to go on 
fhore. Go then, faid I. Upon which, taking a little 
gun in one hand, he fwam to fhore with the other, 
and coming clofe to the lion, put a period to his life, 
by fhooting him again through the head. 

But this was fpending our ammunition in vain, the 
flefh not being good to eat. Xury was like a cham- 

2 B pion. 
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pion, and comes on board for a hatchet to cut off 
the head of his enemy ; which not having ftrength to, 
perform, cut off a foot. But I bethought myfelf that 
his fkin would be of great ufe, which coft Xury and 
I a whole day’s work ; when fpreading it on the tbp 
of our cabin, the hot beams of the fun fo effectually 
dried it, in two days time, that it afterwards ferved 
me for a bed to lie upon. 

And now we failed fouthwardly, living fparingly 
on our provifions, and went no oftner on fhore than; 
we were obliged for frefh water. My defign was to 
make the river Gambia or Senegal, or any where about 
the Cape de Verd,\n hopes to meet fome Eurcpeatdh'wy. 
If Providence did not fo favour, my next courfe was 
to feek for the iflands, or lofe my life among the 
Negroes. And, in a word, I put my whole ftrefs 
upon this, either that I mujl meet with fome fhip, or- 
certainly perijh. 

But, as we were failing along, we faw people Hand 
on the fhore to look at us; we could alfo perceive 
they were black and ftark naked. I was inclined to' 
go on fhore i but Xury cried, No no; however, I 
approached nearer, and I found they run along the' 
fliore by me a good way : They had no weapons in 
their hands, except one, who held a long flick, which 
Xury told me was a lance, with which they could 
kill at a great dittance. I talked to them by figns, 
and made them fenfible i wanted fomething to eat :1 
They beckoned to me to flop my boat, while two of 
them run up into the country, and in lei’s than half 
an hour came back and brought with them two pieces, 
of dry flefli, and fome corn, which we kindly ac- 
cepted ; and to prevent any fears of either fide, they 
brought the food to the, fhore, laid it down, then 
went and flood a great way off, till we fetched it on 
board, and then came clofe to us again. 

But while we were returning thanks to them, be- 
ing all we could offer, two mighty creatures came' 

from 
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from the mountains, one as it were purfuing the 
other with great fury, which we were inclined to 
believe, becaufe they feldom appear but injthe night; 
and both thefe p.thing fwiftiy by the Negroes, jumped 
into the fea, wantonly fwimming about, as though 
the diverfion of the waters had put a Hop to their 
fiercenefs. At laft, one of them coming nearer my 
boat than I expected or defired, I ihot him diretflly 
through the head ; upon which he funk immediately, 
yet riling again, would have willingly made to the 
fhore ; but between the wound and the ftrangling 
of the water, he died before he could reach it. 

It is not poffible for me to exprefs the confterna- 
tion the poor Negroes were in at the firing my gun ; 
much lefs can I mention their furprife, when they 
perceived the creature to be fain by it. I made figns 
to them to draw near it, and then gave them a rope 
to hale it on fhore. It was a beautiful leopard, 
which made me defire its Ikin ; and the Negroes 
feeming to covet the carcafe, I very freely gave it to 
them. As for the other leopard, it made to flrore, 
and ran with a prodigious fwiftnefs out of fight. 
The Negroes having kindly furnillied me with water, 
and with what roots and grain their country alfbrded, 
I took my leave, and after eleven days fail, I came 
in fight of the Cape de Verd, and thole illands called 
by its name. But the great diftance I was from 
it, and fearing contrary winds would prevent my 
reaching either of them, I grew melancholy and 
dejedled ; when on a fudden, Xury cried out, 
Majler, Majler, a Jbip •with a fail; and looked fo 
frightened, as if it was his mailer’s fhip fent in 
fe'arch of us : But I foon difeovered Ihe was a Por- 
tuguefe fhip, and, as I thought, bound to the coall 
of Guinea for Negroes. Upon which I drove for 
life to come up to them ; but vain had it been, if, 
through their perfpeflive glafies, they had not per- 

1; ceived me, and Ihortened their fail to let me come up. 
B 2 Encouraged 
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Encouraged at this, I fet up my patron’s antient, 
and fired a gun, both as fignals of diftrefs ; upon 
which they very kindly lay to ; fo that in three hours 
time I came up with them. They fpoke to me in 
Portuguefe, Sp'anijh, and French^ but neither of thefe 
did I underhand ; till at length a Scots failor called, 
and then I told him I was an Englijhman, who had 
efcaped from the Moors of Sallee; upon which they 
took me kindly on board, with all my effefls. 

Surely none can exprefs that inconceivable joy my 
heart felt at this my happy deliverance; who, from 
being a miferable and forlorn creature, was not only 
relieved, but in favour with the mafter of the Ihip, 
whom in return for my deliverance I offered all I had 
to him : God forbid, laid he, that IJhould take any 
thing from you ;. every thing flail be delivered to you •when 
you come to Bralil: If I have faved your life, it is no 
more than 1 flould e>:pecl to receive myfelf from any 
other, when in the fame circumflances, I flould happen 
to meet the like deliverance ; and flould I take from you 
what you have, and leave you at Bralil, why this 
would only be taking away a life I have given ; my cha- 
rity teaches me better ; thofe effeBs you have willfupport 
you, there, and frovide you a pajfage home again. And 
indeed he acted with the drifted: judice in what he 
did, taking my things in his podedion, and gi- 
ving me an exa£t inventory, even to ray earthen jars. 
He bought my boat of me for the Ihip’s ufe, giving 
me a note of eighty pieces of eight, payable at Bra- 
ftl, and if any body odered more he would make it 
up. He alfo gave me dxty pieces for my boy Xury. 
It was with great reludtance I was prevailed upon to 
fell the child’s liberty, who had ferved me fo faith- 
fully ; but the boy himfelf was willing, and it was 
agreed* that after ten years, he fhould be made free, 
upon his renouncing Mahometanifn and embracing 
Chridianity. 

Having a pleafant voyage to the Brafls, we ar- 
rived 
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rived in the Bay de Todos los Santos, or All-Saints Bay, 
in about 22 days after. And here I cannot forget 
the generous treatment of the captain; he would 
take nothing for my pallage, gave me 20 ducats for 
the leopard’s fkin, and 30 for the lion’s : Every thing 
he caui’ed to be delivered ; and what I would fell he 
bought. In Ihort, I made about 220 pieces of my 
cargo, and with this flock I entered once more, as I 
may fay, into the fcene of life. 

Being recommended to an honeft planter, I lived 
with him till fuch time as I was informed of the man- 
ner of their planting and making fugar ; and f eeing 
how well they lived, and how fuddenly they grew 
rich, I was filled with an emulation, at leaft, to fettle 
among them, refolving to get my money remitted to 
me, and to purchafe me a plantation. 

To be brief, I bought a fettlement next door to an. 
honeft and kind neighbour, born at Li/bon, of Englifj 
parents, whofe plantation joining to mine, we im- 
proved it very amicably together : Both our flocks 
were low, and for two years we planted only for food : 
But the thirdyear we planted fome tobacco, preparing 
each a large piece of ground for planting canes the 
enfuing year ; but now wanting afiiftance, I repented 
the lofs of my dear boy Xury. 

Here having none to allift me, my father’s words 
came again into my mind ; and if only a middle fta- 
tion of life I fought, why could it not as well be 
obtained in England as here ? When I pondered’ of 
this with regret, the thoughts of my late deliverance 
forfook me ; I had none to converfe with but my 
neighbour ; no work to be done but by my own 
hands ; and this often made me fay, my condition 
was like that of a man caft upon a defolate iftand. 
So unhappy are we in our refleftions, fo forgetful 
what good things we receive ourfclves, and fo un- 
thankful for our deliverance from thofe calamities that 
others endure. 

B 3 I was 
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I was in fome meafure fettled before the captain 
who took me up departed from the Brafils. One day 
I went to him, and told him what ftock I had in 
London, defiring his affiftance in obtaining its remit- 
tance. To which the good gentleman readily con- 
tented, but would only have me fend for half my 
money, left it fhould mifcarry, which if it did, the 
remainder might fupport me : And fo taking letters 
of procuration from me,- bid me trouble myfelf no 
farther about it. 

And indeed wonderful was his kindnefs towards 
me ; for he not only procured the money I had drawn 
for upon my captain’s widow, but fent me over a 
fervant, with a cargo proportionable to my condi- 
tion. He alfo fent me over tools of all forts, iron- 
work:, and utenfils neceftary for my plantation, and 
which proved of the greateft ufe to me in my bufinefs. 

Wealth now accumulating on me, and uncommon 
fuccefs crowning my profperous labours, I might 
have refted happy in that middle ftate of life my fa- 
ther had fo often recommended ■, yet nothing would 
content me, luch was my evil genius, but I muft 
leave this happy ftation, for a foolilh ambition in 
riling greater than the nature of the thing admitted ; 
and thus, once more, I caft myfelf into the deepeft 
gulf of mifery that ever abandoned creature fell 
into. For having lived four years in Brafil, I not 
only learnt the language, but contrafted acquaint- 
ance with the moft eminent planters, and even the 
merchants of St Salvadore; to whom, by way of 
difcourfe, giving an account of my two voyages to 
the coaft of Guinea, and the manner of trading there 
for mere trifles, by which we might furniih our 
plantations with Negroes, they gave fuch attention 
to what I laid, that three of them came one morn- 
ing to me, and told me they had a fecrct propoial to 
make. After enjoining me to fecrefy (it being an 
infringement on the powers of the kings of Portugal 
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and Spam), they told me they had a mind to fit out a 
fhip to go to Guinea, in order to ftockthe plantation 
with Negroes, which, as they could not be publicly 
fold, they would divide among them; and if I would 
go their fupercargo in the fhip, to manage the trad- 
ing part, I fliould have an equal fliare of the Ne- 
groes, without providing any flock. The thing in- 
deed was fair enough, had I been in another condi- 
tion ; but I, born to be my own dellroyer, cpuld not 
refill the propofal •, but accepted the oifer, upon con- 
dition of their looking after my plantation : So, ma- 
king a formal will, I bequathed my effedts to my good 
friend the captain, as my univcrlal heir ■, bpt obliged 
him to difpofe of my effedts as diredted, one half of 
my produce to himfelf, and the other to be Hupped 
for England. 

The fhip being fitted out, and all things ready, 
we let fail the firll of September 1659, being the 
fame day eight years I left my father and mother in 
Torkfnire. We failed northward upon the coall, 
in order to gain Africa, till we made Cape Augufine, 
from whence going further in the ocean, out of fight 
of land, we fleered as though we were bound for the 
ifle of Fernand de Noremba, leaving the iflands on the 
eafl; and then it was we met with a cruel tempefl, 
which held us for twelve days fucceflively ; fo that 
the waters carried us wherefoever' they pleafed. In 
this perplexity one of our men died, and one man and 
the boy were wafhed over-board. When the weather 
cleared up a little, vve found ourfelves eleven degrees 
north latitude upon the coail of Guinea^ Upon this 
the captain gave reafons for returning, which I op- 
pofed, counlelling him to Hand away for Barhadoes, 
which, as I fuppofed, might be attained in 15 days. 
So altering our courfe, we failed north-weft and by 
weft, in order to reach the Leeiaard iflands; but a 
fecond florm fucceeding, drove us to the we ft ward, 
ib that we were juftly afraid of falling into the hands 

of 
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of cruel Savages, or the paws of devouring beafts of 
prey. 

In this great diftrefs, one of our men, early in the 
morning, cried out. Land! Land! when no fooner 
looking out, but our fhip ftruck upon a fand, and in a 
moment the fea broke over her in inch a manner, that 
we expected we fhould all have perifhed immediately. 
We knew nothing where we were, or upon what 
land we were driven ; whether an ifland or the main ; 
inhabited or not inhabited ; and we could not fo 
much as hope that the fhip would hold many mi- 
nutes, without breaking in pieces, except the wind, 
by miracle, fhould turn about immediately. While 
we flood looking at one another, expecting death 
every moment, the mate laid hold of the boat, and, 
with the help of the reft, got her flung over the 
fiiip’s fide, and getting all into her, being eleven of 
us, committed ourfelves to God’s mercy, and the 
wild fea. And now we faw that this laft effort would 
not be a fufficient protection from death ; fo high did 
the fea run, that it was impoflible the boat fhould 
live. As to making fail, we had none : Neither 
if we had, could we make ufe of any. So that when 
we had rowed, or rather were driven about a league 
and a half, a raging wave, like a lofty mountain, came 
rolling aftern of us, and took us with fuch fury, that 
at once it overfet the boat. Thus being fwallowed 
up in a moment, we had hardly time to call upon the 
tremendous name of God ; much lefs to implore, in 
dying ejaculations, his infinite mercy, to receive our 
departing fouls. 

Men are generally . ounted infenfible when ftrug- 
gling in the pangs of death; but while I was over- 
whelmed with water, I had the moft dreadful appre- 
henfions imaginable \ for the joys of heaven, and 
torments of hell, feemed to prefent themfelves before 
me in thei'e dying agonies, and even in tire finall fpace 
of time, as it were, be twee A life and death. I was 

going* 
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going, I thought, I knew not whither, in a difmal 
gulf unknown, and as yet unperceived, never tobe- 
hold my friends, nor the light of this world any 
more ! Could I even have thought of annihilation, or 
a total diffolution of foul as well as body, the gloomy 
thoughts of having no further being, no knowledge 
of what we hoped for, but an eternal quietus, with- 
out life or fenfe ; even that, I fay, would have been 
enough to ftrike me with horror and confuficn ! But 
ftriving to the laft extremity, while I thought all my 
companions were overpowered and entombed in the 

■ deep, it was with great difficulty I kept my breath 
till the wave fpent itfelf, and retiring back, left me 
on the ffiore half dead with the water I had taken in. 
Hqwever, I got on my feet as faft as I could, left 
another wave fhould purfue, and carry me back 
again; but for all the hade I made, I could not 
avoid it; for the fea came after me like a high 
mountain, or furious enemy, fo that mybufinefs v/as 
to hold my breath, and by raffing myfelf on the 
water, preferve it by fwimming ; the next dreadful 
wave buried me at once twenty or thirty feet deep, 
but at the fame time carried me with a mighty force 
and fwiftnefs towards the fhore; when raifing my- 
felf, I held out as well as poffible, till at length the 
water having fpent itfelf, began to return, at which 
I ftruck forward, and feeling ground with my feet, I 
took to my heels again; thusbeing ferved twice more, 
I was at laft dafhed againft a piece of rock, in fuch 
a manner as left mefenfelefs ; but recovering a little 
before the return of the waves, which, no doubt, 
then would have overwhelmed me, 1 held faft by the 
rock till thofe fucceeding weaves abated; and then, 
fetching another run, was overtook by a fmall wave, 
which was foon conquered; but before any more 

: could overtake me, I reached the main land, where 
[ clambering up the clifts of the fliore, tired and almoft 
I fpent, I fat clown on the grafs, free from the dangers 
1 of tire foaming ocean. 

No 
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No tongue can e'xprefs the extaties and tranfports 
that my foul feU at this happy deliverance; it was like 
a reprieve to a dying malefactor, with the halter about 
his neck, and ready to be turned off. I was wrapt 
up in contemplation, and often lifted up, my hands, 
with the profoundeft humility, to the Divine Powers 
for faring my life, when the reft of my companions 
were all drowned. And now I began to call; my 
eyes around, to behold what place I was in, and what 
I had next to do. I xould fee no houfe, nor people: 
I was wet, yet had no deaths to ftiift me; hungry 
and thirfty, yet nothing to eat or drink; no weapon 
to deftroy any creature for my fuftenance, nor de- 
fend myi'elf again ft devouring beafts: In fliort; I 
had nothing but a knife, a tobacco-pipe, and a box 
half-filed with tobacco. The darkfome night com- 
ing upon me, increafed my fears of being devoured 
by wild creatures ; my mind was plunged in de- 
fpair ; and, having no prolpect, as I thought, of 
life before me, prepared for another kind of death 
than what I had lately efcaped. Iwalked about a 
furlong, to fee if I could find any frefh water, which 
I did to my great joy, and taking a quid of tobacco 
to.prevent hunger, I got up into a thick bufhy tree, 
and feating myfelf fo that I could not fall, a deep 
fleep overtook me, and for that night buried my fur- 
rows in a quiet repofe. 

It was broad day the next morning before I awak- 
ed ; when not only I perceived the tempeft was 
ceafed, but the fhip was driven almoft as far as the 
rock before-mentioned, which the waves had dalli- 
ed me againft, and which was about a mile from the 
place where I was. When I came down from my 
apartment in the tree, I perceived the Ihip’s boat 
two miles diftant on my right hand, lying on Ihore, 
as the waves had call her. I thought to have got to 
her, but there being an inlet of water of about half 
a mile’s breadth between it and me, I returned again 

towards 
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towards the fhip, as hoping to find fomethingYor my 
more immediate iubfiftence. About noon, when the 
fea was calm, that I could come within a quarter of 

'a mile of her, it was to my grief I perceived that, if 
we had kept on board, all our lives had been laved. 

, Thefe thoughts, and my folitude, drew tears from 
my eyes, though all in vain. So refolving to get to 
the fhip, I ftript, and leapt into the water ; when 
fwimming round her, I was afraid I fhould not get 
any thing to lay hold of; but it was my good for- 
tune to efpy a fmall piece of rope hang down by the 
fore-chains fo low, that with great difficulty, by the 

- help of it, I got into the forecaftle of the Ihip. Here 
I found that the fhip was bulged, and had a 

. great deal of water in her hold ; her ftern was lifted 
up againff a bank, and her head almoft in the wa- 

r ter: All her quarter, and what was there, were free 
| and dry. The proviiions I found in good order, 
1 with which I crammed my pockets •, and, lofing no 

time, eat when I was doing other things ; I allb 
found fome rum, of which I took a hearty dram ; 

■ and now I wanted for nothing except a boat, which 
indeed was all, to carry away what was needful for 
me. 

Neceffity occafions quicknefs of thought. We 
had feveral fpare yards, a fpare topmaft or two, and 
two or three large f'pars of wood: With thefe I fell 

i to work, and flung as many of them overboard as I 
could manage, tying every one of them with a rope 

| that they might not drive away. This done, I went 
1 down the flop’s fide, and tied four of them faft to- 

i gether at both ends, in form of a raft, and laying 
two or three fhort pieces of plank upon them crofs- 

■ ways, I found it would bear me, but not any copfi- 
i derable weight. Upon which I went to work again, 
cutting a fpare topmafl: into three lengths, adding 
them to my raft with a great deal of labour and 
pains. I then confidered what I ftiould load it with, 

it 
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it being not able to bear a ponderous burden. And 
this I foon thought of, firft laying upon it all the 
planks and boards I could get; next I lowered down 
three of the feamens chefls, after I had filled them 
with bread, rice, three Dutch cheefes, five pieces 
of dried goat’s flefh, and fome European corn, what 
little the rats had fpared; but for the liquors, I 
found feveral cafes of bottles belonging to our fkip- 
per, in which were fome cordial waters, and four 
or five gallons of arrack, which I flowed by them- 
felves. By this time the tide beginning to flow, I 
perceived my coat, waiftcoat, and fliirt fwim away, 
which I had left on the fhore;' as for my linen, 
breeches, and ftockings, I fwam with them on to the 
fliip: But I foon found cloaths enough, yet took 
no more than I wanted for the prefent. My eyes 
were chiefly on tools to work with; and after 
long fearch I found out the carpenter’s chefi, 
which I got fafe down on my .raft: Then I looked 
for arms and ammunition, and, in the great cabin, 
found two good fowling-pieces, two piftols, feveral 
powder-horns filled, a fmall bag of fhot, and two 
rufty old fwords. I alfo found three barrels of pow- 
der, two of which were good, but the third had 
taken water: With two or three broken oars, two 
faws, an axe, and a hammer, I put to lea; and in 
getting to fhore, I had three encouragements; i. A 
fmooth calm fea. 2. The tide riling and fetting in 
to the fhore. 3. The little wind there was blew to- 
wards land. But after I had failed about a mile, I 
found the raft to drive a little diftance from the place 
where I firfl: landed; and then I perceived a little 
opening of the land, and a ftrong current of the tide 
running intCKit, upon which I kept in the middle of 
the fiream : But great was my concern, when on a 
hidden the fore-part of my raft run aground; fothat 
had I not with great difficulty, for near half an hour, 

kept, 
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kept my back Braining againft the cherts, to keep 
my effects in their places, all I had would have gone 
into the Tea. But after fome time, the riling of the 
water caufed the raft to float again, when coming up 
a little river, with land on both fides, I landed in a 
little cove, as near the mouth as poflible, the better 
to difcover a fail, if any fuch providentially parted 
by that way. 

Not far off, I fpied a hill of a ftupcndous height, 
furrounded with lefl’er hills about it: And thither I 
was refolved to go and view the country, that I 
might fee what part was the beft place tc fix my Ira- 
bitation in: Accordingly, arming myfelf with a 
piftol, a fowling-piece, powder and ball, I afcended 
the mountain: There I perceived I was in an ifland 
encompafled by the fea; no diftant lands to be 
feen, but fcattering rocks that lay to the weft ; that 
it feemed a barren place, and, as I thought, inhabi- 
ted only by wild hearts. I perceived abundance of 
fowls, but was ignorant of what kind, or whether 
good for nourifliment; I Ihot one of them at my re- 
turn, which occalioned a confufed fereaming among 
the other birds; and I found it, by its colour and 
beak, to be a kind of hawk, but its flelh was perfedt 
carrion. 

When I came to my raft, I brought m^vefFeifls on 
fhore, which work fpent that day entirely; and 
fearing that fome cruel hearts might devour me in 
the night while I flept, I made a kind of hut or bar- 
ricade with the chefts and boards I brought from 
fhore. That night I flept very comfortably, and the 
next morning my thoughts were employed to make 
a further attempt 011 the fhip, and bring away what 
necertaries I could find, before another ftorm fhould 
break her to pieces. Accordingly I got on board as 
before, and prepared a fecond raft, far more nice 
than the firft; upon which I brought away the car- 
penter’s ftores, two or three bags full of nails, a 

r - 1 C great 



26 ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

great jack fcrew, a dozen or two of hatchets, and 
a grind-ftone. I alfo took away feveral things that 
belonged to the gunner, particularly two or three 
iron crows, two barrels of mufket-bullets, another 
fowling-piece, a fn.all quantity of powder, and a 
large bag full of fmall fhot. Befides thefe, I took 
all the mens cloaths I could find, a fpare fore-top 
fail, hammock, and fome bedding; and thus com- 
pleting my fecond cargo, I made all the hafte to 
fhore I could, fearing fome wild bead: might deftroy 
what I had there already. But I only found a little 
wild cat fitting oja one of the chefts, who not feem- 
ing to fear me, or the gun that I prefentedto her, I 
threw her a piece of bifcuit, which fhe inftantly ate, 
and departed. 

When I had gotten thefe effects on fhore, I went 
to work, in order to make me a little tent with the 
fail and fome poles which I had cut for that purpofe; 
and having finiflaed it, what things might bedamaged 
by the weather I brought in, piling all the empty 
chefts and calks in a circle, the better to fortify it 
againft any hidden attempt of man or beaft. After 
this I blocked up the doors with fome boards, and an 
empty cheft turned the long way without. I then 
charged my'gun and piftol; and laying my bed on the 
ground, flept as comfortably, till next morning, as 
though I had been in a Chriftian country. 

Now, though I had enough to fubfift me a long 
time, yet, defpairingof a'hidden deliverance, or that 
both ammunition and provifion might be fpent be- 
fore fuch a thing happened, I coveted as much as I 
could : And fo lotfg as the fhip remained in that con- 
dition, I daily brought away one necefiary or other; 
particulary the rigging, fails, and cordage ; fome 
twine, a barrel of wet powder, fome fugar, a bar- 
rel of meal, three calks of rum ; and what indeed 
was moft welcome to me, a whole hogfhead of 
bread. 

The 
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The next time I went, I cut the cables in piece?, 
carried off a haufer whole, with a great deal of iroi: 
work, and made another raft with the mizen ami 
fprit-fail yards, but this being fo unweildy, by the 
too heavy burden I laid upon it, and not being abler 
dextroufly to guide it as the former, both my cargo 
and I were overturned. For my part, all the da- 
mage I fuilained was a wet fkin; and at low water, 
after much labour in diving, I got moft of the cables, 
and fome pieces of iron. 

Thirteen days had I now been in the ifland, and. 
eleven times on board, bringing away all that was 
poffible; though, I believe, had the weather beeiv 
calm, I fhould have brought away the whole fhip 
piece by peice. As I was goiqg the twelfth time, 
the wind began to rife; however, I ventured at low 
water, and rummaging the cabin effectually, in a 
locker I found feveral razors, feiflars, and fome 
dozens of knives and forks; and in another thirty- 
fix pounds in pieces of eight, filver, and gold. Ah! 

ftmple vanity, faid I, whom this world fo much cleats 
on, where is now thy virtue, thy excellence to me ? You 
cannot procure me one thing needful, nor remove me from 
this defolate if and to a place of plenty : One of thefe 
knives, fo meanly efeemed, is to me more preferable than 
all this heap. E'en therefore remain where thou art, 
toftnk in the deep, as unregarded, even as a creature 
whofe life is not worth preferving. Yet after all this 
exclamation, I wrapt it up in a piece of canvas, and 
began to think of making another raft; but foon 1 
perceived the wind began to rife, a frelli gale blow- 
ing from the Ihore, and the Iky overcaft with clouds 
and darknefs. So thinking a raft to be in vain, Met 
myfelf into the water with what things I had about 
me, and it was with much difficulty I got alhore, 
when foon after it blew a fearful ftorm. 

That night I flept very contentedly in my little 
tent, furiounded with all my effects; but when I 
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looked out in the morning, no more fhip was to be 
feen. This much furprized me for the prefent, yet 
when I confidered I had loft no lime, abated no pains, 
md had got every thing uleful out of her, I com- 
forted myfelf in the beft manner, and entirely fub- 
mitted to the will of Providence. 

INly next thoughts were, how I fhould defend 
and fecure myfelf from favages and wild beafts, if 
any fuch were in the ifland. At one time I thought 
of digging a cave •, at another, I was for erecting 
a tent; and, in fhorf, I refolved to do both: The 
manner or form of which will not, I hope, be un- 
pleafing to defcribe. 

When I confidered the ground where I was, that 
it was moorifh, and had no frefh water near it; my 
refolutions were to fearch for a foil healthy and well 
watered, where I might not only be fheltered from 
the fun’s fcorching heat, but be more conveniently 
fituated, as well to be fecured from wild men and 
beafts of prey, as more eafily to difcover any diftant 
fail, fhould it ever fo happen. 

And' indeed it was not long before I had my de- 
fire ; I found a little plain near a rifing hill, the 
front towards which being as fteep as a houfe-fide, 
nothing could defcend on me from the top. On the 
fide of this rock was a little hollow place, refem- 
bling the entrance or door of a cave. Juft before 
this place, on the-circle of the green, I refolved my 
tent fhould ftand. This plain did not much ex- 
ceed 100 yards broad, and about twice as long, like 
a delightful green before my door, with a pleafing, 
though irregular defeent every way to the low- 
grounds by the fea-fide, lying on the N. N. W. fide 
of the hill, fo that it was fheltered from the excef- 
five heat of the fun. After this I drew a fenfi- 
circle, containing ten yards in its femi-diameter, 
and twenty yards in the whole, driving down two 
rows of ftrong flakes, not fix inches from each 

other. 
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Other. Then, with the pieces of cable which I had 
cut on board, I regularly laid them in the circle be- 
tween the piles up to their tops, which were more 
than five feet out of the earth, and after drove ano- 
ther row of piles looking within-fide againft them, 
between two or three feet high, which made me 
conclude it a little impregnable caftle from men and 
beads: And, for my better fecurity, I would have no 
door, but entered in and came out by the help of a 
ladder, which I alio made. 

Here was my fence and fortrefs, into which I 
carried all my riches, ammunition, and ftores. Af- 
ter which, working on the rock, what with the dirt 
and ftones I dug out, I not only raifed my ground 
two feet, but made a little cellar to my manfion- 
houfe ; and this cod me many days labour'and pains. 
But one day in particular a fhower of rain falling, 
thunder and lightning enfued, which put me in ter- 
ror, led my powder Ihould take fire, and not only 
hinder my necedary fubfidence from killing me food, 
but even blow up me and my habitation: To pre- 
vent which, I fell to making boxes and bags, in or- 
der to feparate it, having by me near i^olbs weight. 
And thus being edablilhed as king of the ifiand, 
every day I went out with my gun to fee what I could 
kill that was fit to eat. I foon perceived numbers 
of goats, but very fhy : Yet having watched them 
narrowly, and feeing I could better fhoot off the 
rocks than when in the low grounds, I one day hap- 
pened to fhoot a Ihe-goatduckling a young kid ; who 
not thinking its dam {lain, dood by her unconcerned; 
and when 1 took the dead creature up, the yopng 
one followed me even to the inclofure. I lifted the 
kid over the pales, and would willingly have kept it 
alive ; but finding it could not be brought to eat, l 
was forced to flay it alfo for my own fubfiflence. 

Thus entered into a firange fcene of life, as ever 
any man was in, I had mod melancholy apprehen- 

3 lions 
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Hons concerning my deplorable condition ; and many 
times the tears would plentifully run down my face, 
when I confidered how I was debarred from all com- 
munication with human-kind. And while fome 
defponding cogitations would feem to make me ac- 
cufe Providence, other good thoughts would interpofe 
and reprove, after this manner: Well, fuppofing 
you are defolate, is it not better to be fo than to- 
tally perifh ? Why were you fingled out to be faved, 
and the reft deftroyed ? Why fhould you complain, 
when not only your life is preferved, but the fhip 
driven even into your reach, in order to take what 
was neceflary out of her for your fubfiftence ? But to 
proceed. It was, by the account I kept, the 30th of 
September when I firft landed on this ifland : About 
twelve days after, fearing I fhould lofe my reckon- 
ing of time, nay even forget the Sabbath-days, for 
want of pen, ink, and paper, I carved it with a 
knife upon a large port, in great letters, and fetting 
it up, in the fimilitude of a crofs, on the fea-fhore 
where I landed, viz. / came on Jhore, Sept. 30, 1659. 
Every day I cut a notch with my knife on the fides 
of this fquare port, and that on Sabbath was as long 
again as the reft; and every firft day of the month as 
long again as that long one : In this manner I kept 
my kalendar, weekly, monthly, or yearly reckoning 
of time. But had I made a more ftrift fearch (as 
1 did afterwards) I need not have fet up this mark : 
For among the parcels belonging to the gunner, 
carpenter, and captain’s mate, thofe very things 
I wanted I found, particularly pens, ink, and paper ; 
alfo two or three compaffes, fome mathematical in- 
fcruments, dials, profpedtive glafs, books of navigation, 
three Engli/h bibles, and feveral other good books, 
which I carefully put up. But here I cannot but 
call to mind our having a dog and two cats on board, 
whom I made inhabitants with me in my caftle. 
But though one might think I had all the necefiaries 

as 
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as were defirable, yet ftill I found feveral things want- 
ing. My ink was daily wafting; I wanting needles, 
pins, and thread, to mend or keep my cloaths to- 
gether ; particularly a fpade, pick-axe, or fhovel, 
to remove the earth: It was a year before I finifhed 
my little bulwark; and having fome intervals of re- 
laxtion, after my daily wandering abroad for provi- 
fion, I drew up this plan alternately, as creditor and 
debtor, to remind me of the miferies and bleflings 
of my life, under fo many various circumftances. 

EVIL. 
I am call upon a defolate 

i/land, having no hopes, no 
profpedt of a welcome deli- 
verance. 

Thus miferably am I lin- 
gled out from the enjoyment 
or company of all mankind. 

Like an hermit (rather 
fhould I fay, a lonely an- 
chorite) am I forced from 
human converfation. 

My cloaths, after fome 
time, will be worn out ; 
and then I fhall have none 
to cover me. 

When my ammunition is 
wafted, then fhall I remain 
without any defence againft 
wild men and beafts. 

I have no creature, no 
foul to fpeak to; none to 
beg affiftance from. Some 
comfort would it be to re- 
found my woes where I am 
underftootl; and beg affift- 
ance, where I might hope 
for relief. 

GOOD. 
But yet I am preferred, 

while my companions are 
periihed in the raging ocean. 

Yet fet apart to be fpared 
from death ! and he who 
has fo preferved me can de- 
liver me from this condition. 

However I have food to 
eat, and even a happy pro- 
fpedt of fubfiftance whilft 
life endures. 

At prefent I enjoy what 
is abfolutely needful; and the 
climate is fo hot, that, had 
I ever fo many, I fhould 
hardly wear them. 

Yet ifit does, I fee no dan- 
ger of any to hurt me, as in 
Africa : And what if I had 
been call away on that coaft ? 

Is there not God to con- 
verfe to, and is not he able 
to relieve thee ? Already has 
he afforded thee fuftenance, 
and put it in thy power to 
provide for thyfelf till he 
fends thee a deliverance. 
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And now eafing my mind a little by thefe refieo 
tions, I began to render my life as eafy as pcffible; 
I muft here add, to the defeription I have given of 
my habitation, that having railed a turf wall againft 
the outlide of it, I thatched it fo clofe as might keep 
it from the inclemency of the weather. I alfo im- 
proved it within, enlarged my cave, and made a paf- 
lage and door in the rock, which came out-beyond 
the pale of my fortification. I next proceeded to 
make a chair and table, and fo began to ftudy thofe 
mechanical arts that feemed to me practicable : For 
when I wanted a plank or board, I hewed down a 
tree with my hatchet, making it as thin with my 
axe as poflible, and then fmooth enough with my 
adze to anfwer*my defigns ; yet this way could I 
make no more than one board out of a tree : But in 
length of time I got boards enough to fhelter all my 
ftores, every thing being regularly placed, and my 
guns fecurely hanging againft the fide of the rock. 
All this made it a very pleafant fight to me, being the 
refult of vaft labour and diligence •, which leaving 
for a while, and me to the enjoyment of, I lhall give 
the reader an account of my journal, from the day 
©f my landing, till the fixing and fettling of my ha- 
bitation, as heretofore ihewn. 

JOURNAL. 
September 30, 1659. I unhappy ‘R.olinfon Crufoe, 

having fuffered fhipwreck, was driven on this defc- 
late ifland, which I named the Dcjolate Iflaml of De- 
fpair, the reft being fwallowed up in the tempef- 
tuous ocean. .The next day I fpent in confideration 
of my unhappy circumftances, having no profpe<ft, 
but of death, either to be ftarved with hunger, or 
devoured by beafts or mercilefs favages. 

Oelob. x. That morning, with great comfort, t 
beheld the flxip drove aftxore. Some hopes I had, 

that, 



ROBINSON CRUSOE. 33 

that, when the ftorm was abated, I might be able to 
get fome food and neceffaries out of her ; which I 
conceived were not damaged, becaufe the fliip did 
Hand upright. At this time I lamented the lofs of 
my companions, and our misfortune in leaving the 
veiEd. When I perceived the Ihip, as it were, lie 
dry, I waded through the fands, then fwam aboard, 
the weather being very rainy, and with fcarcely any 
wind. 

To the 24th of this month, my time was employ- 
ed in making voyages, every tide getting what I 
could out of the fhip. The weather very wet and 
uncertain. 

OBoi. 20. My raft, and all the goods thereon, 
were overfet: Yet I recovered moft of them again at 
low water. 

OBoi. 25. It blew hard, and rained night and 
day, when the fhip dilTolved in pieces, fo that no- 
thing was feen of her but the wreck at low wafer. 
This day I fecured my goods from the inclemency of 
the weather. 

OBob. 26. I wandered to fee where I could find 
a place convenient for my abode. I fixed upon a rock 
in the evening, marked out a half-moon, intending 
to ereft a wall, fortified with piles, lined within with 
pieces of cable, and covered with turf. 

Nov. 1. I eredled my tent under a rock ; and took 
up my lodging very contentedly in a hammock that 
night. 

AW. 2. This day I fenced myfelf in with timber, 
chefts, and boards. 

Nov. 3. I Ihot two wild fowl, refembling ducks, 
which were good to eat; and in the afternoon made 
roe a table. 

Nov. 4. I began to live regulary : In the morning, 
I allowed myfcll two or three hours to walk out with 
my gun ; then worked till near 11 o’clock: And after 

refreflied 
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rcfreflied myfelf with whnt I had :o eat. From 12 
to 2 I would lie down to fleep. £x ■•erne fultry wea- 
ther : In the evening go to work again. 

Nov. 5. Went out with my gun nd dog, {hot a 
wild cat with a foft fkin, but her flei > was good for 
nothing. The fkins of thofe kiV a; 1 preferved. In 
my return I perceived many wild bads, and was ter- 
rified by fome ft Is, which made off to fea. 

Nov. 6. Completed my table. 
JV v. y. F.-ir weather. I worked till the 12th, 

but omitted the 1 ith, which, according to my calcu- 
lation, I fuppofed to be Sunday. 

Nov. 13. Rain in abundance, which however much 
cooled the earth, when thunder and lightning caufed 
in me a terrible furprife. The weather clearing, in 
ieparate parcels I fecured my powder. 

Nov. 1410 16. I made little boxes for my powder, 
lodging them in feveral places. I alfo Ihot a large 
fowl, which proved excellent meat. 

Nov. 17. I began to dig in the rock, yet was obli- 
ged todefift for want of a pick-axe, fhovel, and wheel* 
barrow. Jron crows I caufed to fupply the place of the 
Jfirft, but with all my art could not make a wheel-bar- 
row. 

Nov. 18. It Was my fortune to find a tree, refem- 
blir.g what the Btajilians call an iron tree. I had, 
like 10 hav^ fpoiled my axe with cutting it, being very 
hard, and exceeding heavy ; yet with much labour 
and induftry I made a fort of a fpade out of it. 

Nov. 23. Thefe tools being made, I daily carried 
on ipy bulinefs ; eighteen days I allowed for enlar- 
ging my cave, that it might krve me not only for 
a warehoufe, but kitchen, parlour, and cellar. I 
commonly lay in the tent, unlefs the weather was 
rainy that I could not lie dry. So wet would it be at 
certain feafons, that 1 was obliged to cover all within 
the pale with long poles in the form of rafters leaning 

againlt 
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againft the rock, and load them with flags and large 
leaves of trees refembling a thatch. 

Dec. 10. No fooner did I think my habitation fi- 
nifhed, but fuddenly a great deal of the top broke in, 
fo that it was a mercy I was not buried in the ruins. 
This occafioned a great deal of pains and trouble to 

1 me before I could make it firm and durable. 
Dec. 17. I nailed up fome flielves, and drove nails 

I and ftaples in the wall and pofts, to hang things out 
; of the way. 

Dec. 20. Every thing I got into its place, then 
Imade a fort of a drefler, and another table. 

Dec. 24, 25. Rain in abundance. 
Dec. 26. Very fair weather. 
Dec. 27. I chanced to light on fome goats, fhot 

lone, wounded another. I led it home in a firing, 
bound up its leg, and cured it in a little time ; at 

! length it became fo tame and familiar, as to feed be- 
lifbre the door, and follow me where I pleafed. This 
cput me in mind to bring up tame creatures, in order 
1. to fupply me with food after my ammunition was 
II fpent. 

Dec. 28,29,30. The weather being exceffive hot, 
jt with little air, obliged me for the moft part to keep 
lv within doors. 

Jan. 1. Still fultry. However, obliged by necef- 
i fity, I went out with my gun, and found a great ftore 

: of goats in the vallies ; they were exceeding Ihy, nor 
1: could my dog hunt them down. 
1 Jan. 3, to 14. My employment this time was to 
j’ finifh the wall before deferibed,-and fearch the ifland. 
I I difeovered a kind of pigeons like our houfe pi- 
j! geons, in a neft among the, rocks : I brought them 
i< home, nurfed them till they could fly, and then they 
: left me. After this I fhot fome, which proved ex- 
pedient food. Some time I fpent vainly in contriving 
to make a cafk 5 I may well fay it was vain, becaufe 

I could 
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I could neither join the ftaves, or fix the heads, fo 
as to make it tight. Then taking fome goat’s tallow 
I had by me, and a little oki/m for the wick, I pro- 
vided myfelf with a lamp, which ferved me inftead 
of candles. 

But now a very Orange event happened: For being 
in the height of my fearch, what fhould come into 
my hand, but a bag, which was ufed to hold corn (as 
I fuppofed) for the fowls : So immediately refolving 
to put gunpowder in it, I fhook all the huiks and dirt 
upon one fide of the rock, little fufpedting what the 
confequence would be. The rain had fallen plenti- 
fully a few days before ; and about a month after, to 
my great amazement, fomething began to fprout out 
very green and flourifliing : And when I came to 
view it more nicely every day, as it grew, I found 
about 10 or 12 ears of green barley appearing in the 
very fame ihape and make as that in Englatid. 

I can fcarce exprefs the agitations of my mind at 
this fight. Hitherto I had looked upon the actions 
of this life no otherwife than only as the events of 
blind chance and fortune : But now, the appearance 
of this barley, flourilhing in a barren foil to the fort 
of grain, and my ignorance in not conceiving how it 
fhould come there, made me conclude, that miracles 
were not set ceafed: Nay, I even thought that God 
had appointedit to grow there without any feed, purely 
for my fuftenancein this miferable and defolate illand. 
And indeed fuch great effect had this upon me, that 
it often made me melt into tears, through a grateful 
fenfe of God’s mercies ; and the greater ftill was my 
thankfulnefs, when I perceived about this little field 
of barley fome rice fialks, wonderfully flourilhing in 
proportion to the crop within. 

While I was thus furprifingly pleafed in mind, I 
concluded there muft be more corn in the ifland ; 
*nd therefore made a diligent fearch narrowly among , 
the rocks, but could not find any j when, upon a . 
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fudden, it came into my mind, how I hadfhaken the 
hulks of corn out of the bag, and then my admiration 
ceafed, with my gratitude to the Divine Being, as 
thinking it was but natural, and not to be conceived 
a miracle ; though even the manner* of its preferva- 
tion might have made me own it as a wonderful 
event of God’s kind providence. 

It was about the latter end of June when the ears 
of this corn ripened, which I laid up very carefully, 
together with 20 or 3c (talks of rice, expe&ing one 
day I fhould reap the fruits of my labour ; yet four 
years were expired before I could allow myfelf to eat 
any barley bread, and much longer time before I had 
any rice. After this, with indefatigable pains and 
induflry for three or four months, at lift I finiihed 
my cave on the 14th of April, having no way to go 
into it but by a ladder againft the wall. 

April 16. I fin illred my ladder, and afcended it; 
after pulled it up, then let it down on the other fide, 
and defcended into my new habitation, where I had 
Ipace enough, and fo fortified that nothing could 
attack me without fcaling the walls. 

But what do all human pains and induftry avail, 
if the bleffings of God do not crown our labours ? 
Or, who can ftand before the Almighty, when he 
ftretcheth forth his arm : For one time, as I was at 
the entrance of my cave, there happened fuch a 
dreadful earthquake, that not only the roof of the 
cave came crumbling about my ears, but the pods 
feemed to crack terribly at the iame time. This made 
me, in great amazement, run to my ladder, and get 
over the wall: When there I plainly knew it was an 
earthquake, the place I flood on fuftaining three 
terrible (hocks in lefs than three minutes. And when 
I faw the top of a great rock roll into the fea, then 
I expected the ifland would be fwallowed up every 
moment: And dreadful it was to fee the lea thrown 
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into the mofl violent agitations and diforders by this 
tremendous accident. 

For my part, I ftood like a criminal, at the place 
of execution, ready to expire. At the moving of the 
earth, I was, as it were, fea-fick ; and very much a- 
fraid left the rock, under which was my fence and 
habitation, fhould overwhelm me and it in a lafting 
tomb. 

When the third dreadful {hock had fpent itfelf, 
my fpirits began to revive ; yet ftill I would not ven- 
ture to afcend the ladder, but continued litting, not 
knowing what I Ihould do. So little grace then I 
had, only to fay, Lord, have mercy upon me ! And no 
fooner was the earthquake over, but that pathetic 
prayer left me. 

It was not long after when a horrible tempeft a- • 
rofe, at the fame time attended with a hurricane of 
wind. The fea feemed mountains high, and the 
waves rolled fo impetuoiifly, that nothing could be 
perceived but froth and foam. Three hours did this 
ftorm continue, and in fo violent a manner as to tear ; 

the very trees up by. the roots, which was fucceeded 
by abundance of rain. When this was over I went • 
to my tent, but the rain coming again upon me in a 
furious manner, obliged me to take fhelter in the 
cave; and then I was forced to cut a channel through 
my fortification to let the water out. It continued 
raining all that night, and fome time the next day : 
Yet no fooner did the weather clear up, but I re- 
folved to build me a little hut in fome open place, 
walled round, to defend me from wild creatures and 
lavages, as not thinking but at the next earthquake 
the mountain wouldfall upon my habitation and me, 
and fwallow up all in its bowels. 

April 19, 20. Thefe days I fpent in contriving how 
and in what manner I fhould fix my place of abode : i 
All this while I was under the moft dreadful ap- 
prehenfions. When I looked round my habitation, 

every 
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every thing I found was in its proper place. I had 
feveral refolutions whether I IhoulJ move or not. At 
length I refolved to ftay where I was, till I had found 
a convenient place where I might pitch my tent. 

Apr. ii. When I began to put my refolutrons in 
praftice, I was ftopt for want of tools and in lini- 
ments to work with. Mod of my axes and hatchets 
were ufelels, occafioned by cutting the hard timber 
that grew on the illand. It took me up a full week 
to make my grind-ftone of ufe to me, and at laft I 
found out a way to turn it about with my foot, by 
the help of a wheel and a firing, 

Apr. 28, 29. ’ Thefe days were fpent in grinding 
my tools. 

Apr. 30. My bread falling fhort, I allowed my- 
felf but one bifcuit a-day. 

May 1. As I walked along the fea fhore, I found 
a barrel of gunpowder, and feveral pieces of the 
wreck, which the fea had flung up. Having fecur- 
ed thofe, I made to the fhip, whofe ftern was torn 
off, and walhed a great diftance afhore; but the reft 

j lay in the fands. This, I fuppofed, was occafioned 
by the earthquake. Now 1 refolved to keep my old 
place of abode, and alfo to go to the fhip that day, 
but found it impoffible. 

May 3. I went on board, and with my faw faw’d 
off one of the beams which kept her quarter-deck ; 
then I cleared the iand till flood. 

May 4. I caught fome nfh, but they were not 
wholeibme. Tiae fame day I aifo catched a young 
dolphin. 

May 5. This day l alfo repaired to the wreck, and 
faw’d another piece of timber; and when the flood 
came, I made a float of three great planks, which 
was driven afhore by the tide. 

May 6, 7, 8, 9. Thefc days I brought oft' the iron 
bolts, opened the deck with the iron crow, and car- 

Dz ried 
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ried two planks to land, having made a way into 
the ' ery middle of the wreck. 

Miiy, ro, it, 12, 13, 14. All this time I fpent 
in bringing off great quantities of iron and timber. 

May 15. \Pook with me two hatchets, on pur- 
pofe to cut fome lead off the roll, but all in vain, for 
it lay too low under water. 

May 16. I omitted going to the wreck this day, 
for, employing myfelf in looking for pigeons, I out- 
ftay’d my time. 

May 17. I perceived feveral pieces of the wreck 
blown afhore, which I found belonged to the head of 
the fhip. 

May 24. To this day I worked on the wreck, 
and with great difficulty loofened fome things fo 
much with the crow, that at the firft flowing tide 
feveral cafks floated out, and many of the feamens 
chefts ; yet that day nothing came to land but pieces 
of timber, and a hogfhead which had fome Brafil 
pork in it. I continued working to the 15th of 
June (except neceflary times for food and reft), and 
had I known how to have built a boat, I had timber 
and planks enough: I had alfo near 100 weight of 
iheet lead. 

June 16. As I was wandering towards the fea- 
fide, I found a large tortoife or turtle, being the firft: 
I had feen on the ifland, though, as I afterwards 
found, there were many oh the other fide of it. 

June 17. This day I fpent in cooking it, found 
in "her threefcore eggs, and her flefh the moft favoury 
and pleafant I ever tafted in my life. 

June 18. I ftaid within this day, there being a 
continual rain ; and it was fomething more chilly 
and cold than uliial. 

June 19. Exceeding bad, taken with a trembling 
and fliivering. 

June 
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'June 20. Awake all night, my head rack’d with 
pain, and feverilh. 

June 21. Sick unto death, and terrified with the 
difinal apprehenfiona of my condition: Pray’d to 
God frequently, but very confufedly. 

June 22. Something better, but ftill uneafy in my 
mind. 

June 23. Again relapfed, much as before. 
June 24. Mended a fecond time. 
June 25. A violent ague for feven hours, cold and 

hot fits lucceeded, with faint fweats. 
June 27. Better, but very weak; yet I fcrambled 

out, Ihot a fhe-goat, brought it home, and broiled 
fomeofit: I would willingly have ftewed it, and 
made fome broth, but had no pot. 

Jime 27. All this day I was afliifted with an ague-; 
thirfty, yet could not help myfelf to water : Pray’d 
to God in thefe words: hard in pity look upon we. 
Lord have mercy upon me, have mercy upon me ! After 
this I fell afleep, which I found had much refrefhed 
me when I awaked. I fell afleep a fecond time, and 
fell into this ftrange and terrible fort of dream. 

Methought I was fitting on the fame fpot of 
ground, at the outfide of the wall, where J fat when 
the ftorm blew after the earthquake, and that I faw 
a man defeending from a great black cloud, and a- 
light upon the ground. He was all over as bright as 
a flafli of fire, that a little before furrounded him ; 
his countenance inconceivably terrible; the earth, 
as it were, trembled when he ftept upon the ground, 
and fiafnes of fire feemed to fill all the air. No fooner 
I thought him landed upon the earth, but with a 
long fpear or other weapon he made towards me; 
but firit afeending a riling ground, his voice added 
to my amazement, when 1 thought I heard him pro- 
nounce thefe dreadful words, Unhappy •wretch! feeing 
till thefe things have not hr ought thee to repentance, thou 

D 3 jh'ult 
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Jluilt immediately die. In pronouncing this dreadful 
fentence, I thought he went to kill me with the fpear 
that was in his hand. 

Any body may think it impoffible for me to exprefs 
the horrors of my mind at this vifion; and even when 
I awaked, this very dream made a deep impreffion 
upon my mind. The little divine knowledge I had 
I received from my father’s inftructions, and that was 
worn out by an uninterrupted feries of feafaring im- 
piety for eight years fpace; except what ficknefs for- 
ced from me, I don’t remember I had one thought of 
lifting up my heart towards God; but rather had a 
certain ftupidity of foul, not having the lead: fenfe 
of fear of the Omnipotent Being when in diftrefs, nor 
of gratitude to him for his deliverances. Nay, when 
I was on the defperate expedition on the defart Afri- 
can 11 lore, I can’t remember I had one thought of 
what would become of me, or beg his confolation 
and affiftance in my fufferings and diftrefs. When 
the Portugal captain took me up, and honourably ufed 
me ; nay, farther, when I was even delivered from 
drowning by efcaping to this illand, I never looked 
upon it as a judgement, but only laid I was an unfor- 
tunite dog, and that’s all. Indeed fome fecret tranf- 
ports of foul I had, which was not through grace, 
but only a common flight of joy, that I was yet alive, 
when my companions were all drowned : And no 
other joy could I conceive buf what is common with 
the bailors over a bowl of punch, after they have 
efcaped the greateft dangers. 

The likelihood of wanting for neither food nor 
conveniencies might have called upon me for a 
thankful acknowledgment to Providence. Indeed the 
grow th of my corn touched me with fome fenfe, but 
that boon wore off again : The terrible earthquake 
pointed to me as it were the finger of God, but my 
dreadful amazement continued no longer than its 
duration. But now, when my Ipirits began to fink 

under 
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under the burden of a ftrong di(temper, and I could 
leifurely view the miferies of death prefent themfelves 
before my eyes; then my awakened confcience began 
to reproach me with my paft life, in which I had fo 
wickedly provoked the juftice of God to pour down 
his vengeance upon me. 

Such reflections as thefe opprefled me even in the 
violence of my diftemper. Some prayers I uttered, 
which only proceeded from my fear of death. But 
when I confidered my father’s advice and prophecy, 
I could not forbear weeping: For he told me That 
if I did perfijl in my folly, 1Jhould not only be deprived 
of God’s bltffing, but have time enough to ref eel upon 
my defpifmg his infruclions ; and this in a wretched 
time, when none could help me. And now concluding 
it to be fulfilled, having no foul in the ifland to ad- 
minifter any comfort to me, I prayed, however, ear- 
neftly, to the Lord, that he would help me in this 
my great calamity : And this, I think, was the firft 
time I prayed infincerity for many years. But now 
I muft return to my journal. 

June 28. Something rcfreflied with fleep, and the 
fit quite oft, I got up. My dream ftill occafioned in 
me a great confternation ; and fearing that the ague 
might return the fucceeding day, I concluded it a 
time to get fomethingto comfort me. I filled a cafe 
bottle with water, and fet it within the reach of my 
bed ; and to make it more nourifhing, and lefs chilly, 
I put fome rum into it. The next thing I did was to 
broil me a piece of goat’s flefh,of which I eat but little. 
I was very weak, however walked about, dreading 
the return of my diftemper ; and at night I flipped 
on three of the turtle’s eggs, which I roafted and 
eat, begging God’s bleffing therewith. 

After I had eaten, I attempted to walk again out of 
doors with my gun ; but fo weak that I fat down 
and looked at the fea, which was fmooth and calm : 

While 
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While I continued here, thefe thoughts came inta 
my mind. 

In what manner is the production of the earth and 
fea, which I have feen fo much of? From whence 
came myfelf, and all other creatures living, and of 
what are we made ? 

Our beings were affuredly created by fome Al- 
mighty inviilble Power, who framed the earth, the 
fea, and air, and all therein. But what is that 
Power ? 

Certainly, it mult follow, that God has created it 
all. Yet, faid I, if God has made all this, he mult 
be the ruler of them all, and what is relating there- 
to ; for certainly the power that makes mult indif- 
putably have a power to guide and direCt them. 
And if this be fo (as certainly it mult) nothing can 
happen without his knowledge or appointment. 
Then, furely, if nothing happens without God’s ap- 
pointment, certainly God has appointed thefe my 
fufferings to befal me. And here I fixed my firm 
belief, that it was his will that it fhould be fo ; and 
then proceeded to inquire, why fhould God deal 
with me in this manner ? Or what had I done thus 
to deferve his indignation ? 

Here confcience dew in my face, reprehending 
me as a blafphemer ; crying with a loud and piercing 
voice, Unworthy •wretch ! dare you afk what you have 
done P JLock upon your pajl life, and fee what you have 
left undone. Afk thyielf, why thou wert not long 
ago in the mercilel's hands of death ? Why not 
drowned in Yarmouth roads, or killed in the fight 
when the fhip was taken by the Sallee man of war ? 
Why not entombed in the bowels of wild beads on 
the African coal}, or drowned here, when all thy 
companions fuffered fhip wreck ? 

Struck dumb with thefe reflections, I rofe up in a 
penfive m inner, being fio thoughtful that I could not 
go to deep : And fearing the dreadful return of my 

diftemper 
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diftemper, it caufed me to remember that the Bra- 
Jilians ufe tobacco for almoft all difeales. I then went 
to my cheft, in order to find fome, where heaven no 
doubt directed me to a cure for both foul and body; 
for there I found one of the Bibles which till this 
time I had neither leifure nor inclination to look 
into: I took both the tobacco and that out of the 
cheft, and laid them on the table. Several experi- 
ments did I try with the tobacco : Firft I took a 
leaf, and chewed it; but it being very green and 
ftrong almoft ftupified me. Next I fteeped it in 
fome rum an hour or two, refolving when I went to 
bed to take a dofe of if ; and in the third place, I 
burnt fome over a pan of fire, holding my nofe over 
it fo long as I could etjdure the leaft heat without 
fuffocation. 

In the intervals of this operation, though my head 
was giddy and difturbed at the tobacco, 1 took up 
the Bible to read: No fooner did I open it, but 
there appeared to me thefe words, Call on me in the day 
oj trouble) and I will deliver t and thou Jloalt glorify me. 

At firft this ientence made a very deep impreflion' 
on my heart; but ibon wore oft’again, when 1 con- 
fidered the word deliver was foreign to me. And as 
the children of Ifrael faid, when they were promifed 
fleftl to eat, Can God fpread a table in the ivildernefs ? 
In like manner I began to fay, Can God himfelf 
deliver me from this defolate ifland ? However, the 
words would ftill return to my mind, and alter made 
a great impreffion upon me. As it now was very 
late, and the tobacco had dozed my head, I was in- 
clined to fleep ; but before I would lie down., I fell 
on my knees, and implored the promife t)j?at God 
had made to me in the Holy Scriptures, cal- 
led upon him in the day oj trouble, h^ would delivetfjtp* 
"With much difficulty I after drank the rum, where- 
in I had fteeped the tobacco; which ft ing in my 
head very violently, threw me into fuch a profound 

fleep, 
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Beep, that it was three'o’clock the next day before 
I awaked ; or rather, I believe, I llept two days, ha- 
ving certainly loft a day in my own account, and I 
could never tell any other way. When I got up, 
my fpirits were lively and cheerful ; my ftomach 
much better, being very hungry ; and, in Ihort, no 
fit returned the next day, which was the 29th, but 
I found myfelf much altered for the better. 

The 30th, I went abroad with my gun, but not 
far, and killed a fea fowl or two, refembling a brand- 
goofe, which yet I cared not to eat when I brought 
them home, but dined on two more of the turtle’s 
eggs. In the evening I renewed my medicine, ex- 
cept not taking that quantity, neither did I chew of 
the leaf, or hold my head over the fmoke, yet the 
next day I had a little fpice of the cold fit, which, 
was on the ift of July- 

July 2. I took my medicines as I did the firft time. 
July 3. The fit quite left me, but very weak. In 

this condition I often thought of thefe words, / will 
deliver thee; and while at fome times I would think 
of the impoffibility of it, other thoughts would re- 
prehend me for difregarding the ^deliverances I had 
received, even in the moft forlorn and diftrefted con- ' 
dition. What regard had I to God’s abundant mer- 
cies ? Had I done my part ? He had delivered me, but 
1 had not glorijed him ; as much as to fay, I had not 
owned and been thankful for that as a deliverance, 
and how could I expedt a greater ? So much did this 
fenfibly touch my heart, that I gave God thanks for 
my recovery from ticknefs in the moft humble prof- 
tration. 

July 4. This morning I began ferioufly to ponder 
on what is written in the New Tejlament, refolving to 
read a chapter every morning and night, as long as 
my thoughts would engage me : But when foon after 
I fet about this work ferioufly, I found my heart 
deeply affected with the impiety of my paft life. 

Thefe 
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Thefe words that I thought were fpoken to me in my 
dream revived, All thefe things have not brought thee 
to repentance : After this, I begged of God to alfift 
me with his holy fpirit in returning to my duty; 
when perufing the feriptures one day, I came to 
thef'e words, He has exalted a Prince and a Saviourt 

to give repentance and to give remijfton : Immediately 
I laid down the book, and with uplifted hands to 
heaven, loudly cried, O bleffed Jefus, thou Son of 
David, 'Jefus, thou exalted Prince and Saviour, give 
me repentance! And now indeed I prayed with a true 
fenfe of my condition, and a more certain hope 
founded on the word of God : Now I had a different 
fenfe of thefe words, Call on me, and I will deliver 
you ; that is, from the dreadful load of guilt which 
oppreffed my finful foul ; and not from a folitary life, 
which might rather be called ableffing (feeing I want- 
ed neither food nor raiment) than living among the 
race of human-kind, furrounded with fo much .op- 
preffion, mifery, and affliction : And in a word, I 
came to this conclufion, That a deliverance from fin 
was a much greater bleffing than a deliverance from 
affliftion. But again I proceed to my journal. 

To the 14th of July, I walked about with my gun, 
a little and a little at a time, having been reduced to 
the greateft extremity of weaknefs. The applica- 
tion and experiment I ufed were perfectly new ; nei- 
ther could I recommend it to any one’s practice. 
For though it carried off the fit, it very much 
weakened me ; and I had frequently convulfions in 
my nerves and limbs for fome time. From hence I 
learned, that going abroad in rainy weather, efpe- 
cially when it was attended with ftorms and hurri- 
canes of wind, was moft pernicious to health. In 
this ifland I had been about ten months, never all the 
while having feen any human-kind, and fo account- 
ed myfelf as foie monarch ; and, as I grew better, 
having fecured my habitation to my mind, I relblved 
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to make a tour round my kingdom, in order to make 
new difcoveries. 

The 15th of July I began my journey. I firfl 
went to the creek, where I had brought my rafts on 
fhore ; and travelling farther, found the tide going 
no higher than two miles up, where there was a little 
brook of running water, on the banks of which were 
many pleafant favannas or meadows, plain, fmooth, 
and covered with grafs : On the riling parts, where 
I fuppofed the water did not reach, I perceived a 
great deal of tobacco growing to a very ftrong ftalk : 
Several other plants I likewife found, the virtues of 
which I did not underhand. But a long time I 
fearched for the caffava root, which I knew the In- 
dians in that climate made their bread of, but all in 
vain. There were feveral plants of aloes, though at 
that time I knew not what they were : Likewile I faw 
feveral fugar canes, but imperfect for want of culti- 
vation. With thefe few difcoveries I came back 
that night, and llept contentedly in my li tie caftle. 

The next day, being the 16th, goin ; the fame 
Way, and farther than the day before, 1 found the 
country more adorned with woods and trees. Here 
I perceived different fruits, which lay in very great 
abundance. The melons in plenty lay on the 
ground ; and clufters of grapes, ripe and very rich, 
fpread over the trees. You may imagine I was glad 
of this difcovery, yet eat very fparingly, left I Ihould 
throw myfelf into a flux or fever. As for the grapes, 
I found them of excellent ufe ; for when I had dried 
them in the fun, which preferved them as dried rai- 
lins are kept, they proved very wholefome and nou- 
rifhing, and ferved me in thole feafons when no 
grapes were to be had. 

The night dra wing on apace, I afcended up a tree, 
and llept very comfortably, though it was the flrft 
time I had lain out of my habitation. And when 
the morning came, I proceeded with great pleafure 

on 
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on my way, travelling about four miles, as I ima- 
gined, by the length of the valley, directing mr 
courfe northward, there being a ridge of hills on the 
fouth and north fide of me. At the end of this val- 
ley I came to an opening, where the country feemed 
to defcend to the weft: There I found a little fpring 
of frefh water proceeding out of the fide of a hill, 
with its cryftal ftreams running direftly eaft. And 
indeed here my fenfes were charmed with the motl 
lovely objert nature could afford; for the country 
appeared fo fiouriftiing, green, and delightful, that 
tome it feemed like a planted garden. I then defcend- 
ed on the fide of that delicious vale, where I found 
abundance of cocoa, orange, lemon and citron trees, 
but very wild and barren at that time; the juice 
of which I afterwards ufed to mix in water, which 
made it very cool and refrefhing. And now I 
was refolved to carry home and lay up a ftore of 
grapes, limes, and lemons, againft the approaching 
wet feafon : So laying them up in feparate parcels, 
and then taking a few of each with me, I returned to 
my little caftle, after having fpent three days in this 
journey : But before I got home, the grapes were fo. 
bruned that they were utterly fpoiled; the limes in- 
deed were good, but few could I bring away. 

'July 19. Having prepared two bags, I returned 
thither again ; but to my great furprile found e.l the 
grapes fpread about, trod to pieces, and abundance 
eaten, which made me to conclude there w,t ■ wild 
creatures thereabouts. To remedy this, I gathered' 
a large quantity of the grapes, and hung them upon 
the out-branches of the trees, tha: they migh: cure 
and dry in the fun; and having well loaded n Telf 
with limes and lemons, I returned once more to my 
old place of refidencc. 

And now it was, that contemplating on the fru;t- 
iulnds of the valley, the pleafantnefs of the fituation, 
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the fecurity from ftorms on that fide the water, and 
the delightfulnefs of an adjacent wood ; I concluded 
I was fettled in the worfi: part of the country, and 
therefore was thinking to remove my habitation. But 
when I confidered again, that though it was pleafant, 
it was not by the fea-fide, where there was a poffibi- 
lity, fome time or other, a ihip might either be driven 
to, or fail by that coaft ; and that to enclofe myfelf 
among hills and woods muft certainly fruftrate all 
hopes of a deliverance; I refolved to let my caftle 
remain where Providence had firft ailigned it. Yet 
fo ravifhed was I with this plate, that I made me a 
little kind of bower, furrounding it at a diftance 
with a double hedge, as high as I could reach, well 
flaked and iilled with bull-rulhes, and having fpent 
a great part of the month of y«/y, I think it was the 
iirll of Augufi before I began to enjoy my labour. 

Aug. 3. Perceiving my grapes to be dry, 1 took 
them from the trees, and they proved excellent good 
railins of the fun ; the moft of which I carried to my 
cave; and happy for me I did fo, by which I faved 
the heft part of my winter food. ; 

Aug. 14. It began to rain this day; and though I 
had made me a tent like the other, yet having no 
ihelter of a hill to keep me from ftorms, nor a cave 
behind me to retreat to, I was obliged to return to 
my old caftle. Still the rain continued more or lefs 
every day till the middle of O3ober\ and fometimes j 
fo violently that I could not ftir out of my cave 
for feveral days. This feafon I found my family to 
encreafe; for one of my cats that ran away from me, 
and whom I thought had been dead, returned about 
Augujl, with three kittens at her heels, like herfelf, 
which I thought ftrange, becaufe both my cats were 
females, and the wild cats of the iftand feemed to be 
of a different kind from our European cats; but from 
thefe cats proceeded fuch numbers, that I was forced 

to 
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to kill and deftroy them, as I would do wild beads or 
vermin. 

To the 2<5th of this month I could not dir out, it 
raining incedantly; when beginning to want food, 
1 was compelled to venture twice, the drd of which 
I diet a goat, and after found a very large tortoife. 
The manner of regulating my food was thus : A 
bunch of raifins ferved me for bi eakfad ; a piece of 
goat’s fleih or turtle broiled for my dinner; and two 
or three turtle’s eggs for my dipper. While the rain 
laded, I daily worked two or three hours at enlar- 
ging my cave, and by degrees worked it on towards 
one fide till 1 came to the outfide of the hill, and 
made a door or way out, which came beyond my 
fence or wall, and fo I came in and out this way. 
But after I had dose this, I was troubled to fee my- 
felf thus expofed, though I could not perceive any 
thing to fear, a goat being the digged creature I had 
feen upon this idand. 

Sept. 30. Cadingup my notches on my pod, which 
amounted to 365, I concluded this to he the anni- 
verfary of my landing; and therefore humbly pro- 
drating myfelf on the ground, confeffing my fins, 
acknowledging God’s righteous judgements upon me, 
and praying to Jefus Chrjl to have mercy on me,-1 
faded for twelve hours till the going down of the fun ; 
and then eating a bifcuit and a bunch of grapes, laid 
me on the bed, and with great comfort took' my 
night’s repole. rIill this time having no fenfe of reli- 
gion, I never didinguithed the Sabbath-day, but now 
I made a longer notch than ordinary for the days cf 
tsj}, and divided the weeks as well as I could, tho’ 
1 {jpund I had lod a day or two in my account. Soon 
after, my ink failing, I ommitted a daily memoran- 
dum of indifterent things, and contented myfelf to 
write down only the mod remarkable events of my 
life. The rainy and dry feafons appeared now re- 
gular to me, and experience taught us how to pro- 
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vide for them ; yet, in one thing I am going to re- 
late, my experience very much failed me. You may 
call to mind what I have mentioned of fome bar- 
ley and rice which 1 had faved ; about thirty ftalks 
of the former, and twenty of the latter ; and at that 
time the fun being in its fouthern pofition going from 
me together with the rains, made me conclude it a 
very proper feafon to fow it. Accordingly, I dug up 
a piece of ground with my wooden fpade, and divi- 
ding it in two parts, fowed about two-thirds of my 
feed, preferring by me about a handful of each. And 
happy it was I did fo, for no rains falling it was 
choaked up, and never appeared above the earth till 
the wet feafon came again, and then it grew as if it 
had been newly Town. ^ 

I was refolved hill to make another trial; and 
feeking for a rnoifter piece of ground near my bower, 
there I fowed the reft of my feed in February, a little 
before the vernal equinox, which having the rainy 
months of March and April to water it, yielded a 
noble crop, and fprung up very pleafantly. Part of 
the feed I had yet faved, not daring to venture all ; 
and my crop amounted to above half a peck of each 
fort. But by this time I found the proper feafons to 
fow in j and that two feed-times and two harvefts I 
might expect every year. 

No fooner were the rains over, and the flakes, 
which I had cut from the trees, fhooting like willow 
trees the firft year after lopping their heads, than I 
was ignorant of the tree I cut them from ; but thev 
grew lb regularly beautiful, that they made a moft 
lovely appearance, and flouriihed fo in three years 
time, that I refplved to cut fome more, and thefe 
loon growing made a glorious fence, as in order I 
ihall obferve. 

And now I perceived that the feafon of the year 
might generally be divided, not intofummer and win- 

ter 
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ter as in Europe, but into wet and dry ieafons, as in 
this anner. 

Ra’m^fun coming near theequi nox. 

Dry, fun getting north of the line. 

IVet, the fun being then comeback. 

Dry, fun runningfouth of the line. 

As the winds happened to blow, fo the wet feafons 
would continue longer or fliorter : But when I found 
the ill confequence of being abroad in the rain, I 
took care before-hand to furnifh myfelf with provi- 
fions, and during the wet months fat within doors 
as much as poflible : And in this time I contrived 
to make many things that I wanted, though it was- 
with much labour and pains before 1 could accom- 
pliih diem. The firft I tried was to make a balket; 
but all the twigs I could get proved fo brittle, that 
I could not then perform it. But now it proved of 
excellent advantage to me, that, when a boy, 1 took 
great delight in Handing at a balket-maker’s in the 
fame town where my father lived, to view them at 
work, and like other boys curious to lee the man- 
ner of their working thefe things, and very officious 
to affiit, I perfectly learned the method of it, and 
wanted nothing but the tools. And then it came 

E 3 into. 

Half February, 
March, 

Half April, 
Half April, 

May, 
June, 
July, 

Half Auguft, 
Half Auguft, d 

September, i 
Half October, J 
Half O&ober, 1 

November, j 
December, j* 
January, 

Half February, j 



54 ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

into my mind, that the twigs of that tree of which I 
made my flakes might be as tough as fallow, willow, 
and oilers, grov:\x\g\n. England; andfo refolvingto 
make an experiment, I went the next day to my 
country feat, and found fome fit for my turn •, and 
cutting down numbers with my hatchet, I dried 
them in my pale, and when fit to work with carried 
them to my cave, where I employed myfelf in ma- 
king feveral forts of bafkets, to put in whatfoever I 
pleaicd It is true, they were not cleverly made, yet 
they ferved my turn upon all occafions. 

But ftill I wranted two neceflary things ; I had ne- 
ver a cafk to hold my liquor, except two rumlets al- 
moft full of rum, a few bottles of an ordinary fize, 
and fome fquare cafe bottles : Neither had I a pot to 
boil any thing in, only a large kettle, unfit to make 
broth, or flew a bit of meat. After this, I wanted a 
tobacco pipe ; for which laft I found an expedient. 

I kept myfelf employed in planting my fecond row 
of flakes, and wmrked in this wicker the dry feafon. 
You may remember before, that when I travelled up 
to the brook, I had a mind to fee the whole ifland ; 
accordingly, taking my dog, gun, hatchet, two bif- 
cuit cakes, a great bunch of raifins, with a larger 
quantity of powder and ihot than ufual, I began my 
journey; and having pafled the vale where my bower 
flood, ! came within view of the fea, ly ing to the weft, 
when it being a clear day, I fairly deferied land, but 
could not fay whether it was an ifland or a continent: 
It extended from the W. to the W. S. W . about ten 
or fifteen leagues, as I concluded. Neither could I 
tell wliat place this might be, only thought it was 
part of America, and where I might have been in a 
miferablecondition had I landed. Again, Iconfidered, 
that if this was the Spamfi coaft, certainly one time or 
other I fhould fee fome fhip pafs by; and if itwas not, 
then it muft be the favage coaft, between the Spatufl* 

country 
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country and Brafil, which abounds with canibals 
er man-eaters, that devour human-kind. 

As I proceeded forward, I found this fide of the 
tfland much more pleafant than mine, the fields fra- 
grant, adorned with fweet flowers and verdant grals, 
together with feveral very fine woods. There were 
parrots in plenty, which made me long for one to be 
my companion ; but it was with great difficulty that 
I could knock it down with my flick ; and it was 
fome years I kept him at home, before I could get 
him to call me by my name. 

In the low grounds I found various forts of hares 
and foxes, asl thought them, but much different from 
all I had met with : Several of thefe I killed, but 
never eat them y neither indeed had I any occafion, 
for abounding with goats, pigeons, turtle, and grapes, 
I could defy Leadcnhall market to furnifla me a 
better table. In this journey I did not travel above 
two miles in a day, becaufe I took feveral turns and 
windings, to fee what difeoveries I could make, re- 
turning weary enough to the place where I defigned 
to reft all night, which was either in a tree, or in a 
place which I furrounded with flakes, that no wild 
creature might fuddenly furprize me. When I came 
to the fea-lhore, I was amazed to fee the fplendour 
of it: Its ftrand was covered with fhells of the moft 
beautiful fifh, and conftantly abounding with innu- 
merable turtles, and fowls of many kinds, which I 
was ignorant of, except thofe called Penguins. I 
might have fhot as many as I pleafed, but was fpa- 
ring of my ammur^ion, rather chuling to kill a fhe- 
goat, which with, much difficulty I did, becaule of 
the flatnefs of the country. 

Now though this journey produced the moft plea- 
fing fatisfaefion, yet my habitation was fo natural to 
me, that I did not repine at my being feated on the 
world part of the ifiand : And fo travelling about 12 
miles towards the Pa/?, I let a great pile on the 
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fliore for a mark, concluding that my next journey 
fhoulcl bq on the other tide of the ifland, eaft from 
my cattle, and i'o round till I came to my poll again. 
However I took another way back, thinking I could 
not mifs by having a conftant view of the country -y 
but fcarce had I travelled three miles, when I de- 
Icended into a very large valley, fo furrounded with 
Jaills that were covered with wood, that I had no guide 
but by the fun, nor even then unlefs I knew well 
the pofition of the fun at that time of the day. What 
added to my misfortune was, the weather proved fo 
hazy, for three or four days, as to oblige me to re- 
turn to my poll by the fea fide, and fo backwards the 
fame way I came. My dog furprized a kid in this 
journey, and would have killed it, had I not pre- 
vented him. I had often been muling whether I 
could not get a kid or two, and fo raife a breed of 
tame goats to fupply me after my ammunition was 
fpent. Upon which I made a collar for this little 
creature with a firing made of rope-yarn which I al- 
ways carried about with me ; and when I came to 
my bower, there I inclofed and left him, and after a ,] 
month’s time in this journey I came home to my old 
habitation. 

Nobody can fuppofe otherwife, but that I had a 
plealing fatisfaflion, when I returned to my little 
callle, and repofed myfelf in my hammock. After ’ 
this journey, I retted myffelf a week, and the prin- 
cipal concern I then had was to make a cage for my 
pretty poll. And then I began to conlider the poor 
kid 1 had left at my bower ; and immediately I went 
to fetch it home. When I came there, I foilnd the 
young creature almoll ilarved ; when feeding it with 
branches of fuch fhrubs as I could find, I tied it as 
before ; but there was no occalion, for it followed me 
like a dog ; and as I conllantly fed it, became fo lo- 
ving, gentle, and fond, that.it commenced one of my 
domefucs, and would never leave me. 
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Thenunyfeafon of the autumnal equinox being now 
come, I kept the 36th of September in the moft folemn 
manner as ufual, it being the third year of my abode 
in the iflsnd. I fpent the whole day in acknowledging 
God’s mercies ; in giving him thanks for making this 
folitary life as agreeable, and lefs finful, than that of 
human fociety -, and for the communications of his 
grace to my foul, fupporting, comfornng, and en- 
couraging me to depend upon his providence, and 
hope for his eternal prefence in the world to come. 

Before I confidered how happy I was in this date 
of life, towards thatacrurfed manner of living I for- 
merly ufed, while either I was hunting or viewing 
the country, the anguilh of my foul would break out 
upon me on a hidden, and my very heart would fink 
within me, to think of the woods, the mountains, 
the defarts I was in ; and how I was a prifoner, lock- 
ed up with the eternal bars and bolts of the ocean, 
in an uninhabited wildernefs, without hopes and 
without redemption. And, in this condition, I would 
often wring my hands and weep like a child : Even 
in the middle of my work this fit would take me ; 
and then I would immediately fit down and fish, 
looking on the ground for an hour or two together, 
till fuch time as my grief would be vented, by burft- 
ing out into melting tears. „ . . ' , 

As one morning I w^s. fud'^eiiN pphti?ring in my 
mind, I opened ray Bible, wlitu immedliuely I fixed 
my eyes upon theft word*,- livill never leave thee nor 
forfake thee l Surely, thought -I, thefe words are di- 
rected to me ; or elfe, why fiiould they appear juft at 
a moment when 1 am bemoaning my forlorn condi- 
tion ? And if God Joes not forfake me, what matters 
it, fince he can make me more happy in this ftare of 
life than if I enjoyed the greatefi: fplendour in the 
world ? But while I was going to return God 
thanks for my prefent date, fomething feer ed to 
Ihock my mind, as if it had thus faid, Unworthy 

I . wretch! 
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wretch ! Can you pretend to be thankful for a con- 
dition from which you would pray to be delivered; 
Here I flopt;—and though I could not fay, I thank’d 
the Divine Majefly for being there, yet I gave God 
thanks for placing to my view my former wicked 
courfe of life, and granting me a true knowledge of 
repentance : And whenever I opened or fhut the 
Bible, I bled kind Providence that dirtffted my goods 
without my order, and for afliding me ;0 five it from 
the power of the raging ocean. 

'And now beginning my third year, n ' feveral 
daily employments were thefe : Fhft, My duty to 
heaven, and diligently reading the Holy Scriptures, 
which I did twice or thrice every day. Secot?Jl\^ 
Seeking provifion with my gun, which commonly 
took me up, when it did not rain, three hours every 
morning. ‘Thirdly, The ordering, curing, prefer- 
ving, and cooking what I had killed or catched for 
my fupply, which took me up a great part of the 
day : ^tnd in the middle of the day, the fun being in 
its heighth, it was fo hot that 1 could net dir out; 
fo that I had but four hours to work in : And then 
my want of tools, help, and Ikitl, waded a great 
deal of time ; lor I was two and forty days making 
a board fit for a long llielf, whereas two fawyers, 
with their tools and faw-pit, 'would have cut feveral 
out of the fame tree in half a day ; but this was the 
cafe, it was to be a large tree, becaufemy board was 
to be broad ; I was three days in cutting it down, 
and two more in lopping olF the boughs, and redu- 
cing it to a piece of timber ; this I hack’d and hew’d 
off each fide .till it became light to move; then I 
turned it, made one fide of it frnooth and flat as a 
board, from end to end, then turned it downward, 
.cutting the other fide, till I brought the plank to be 
about three inches thick, and fmooth on both fides. 
Any body may judge my great labour and fatigue 

iu 
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in fuch a piece of work ; but this I went through 
with patience, as alfo many other things that my cir- 
cumftances made neceli'ary for me to do. 

But now came my harvul months, November and 
December, in which I had the pleating proipeiit of 
a very good crop : But fuch was my misfortune, that 
the goats and hares having once tafted of the fweet-' 
nefs of the blade, kept it fo fhort, that it had not 
fh ength to fhoot up into a ftalk : To prevent which, 
I enc'ofed it with a hedge, and by day fhot fome of 
its devourers ; and my dog, which I had tied to the 
field-gate, keeping barking all night, frightened the 
creatures away. 

No fooner did I get rid of thefe, but other ene- 
mies appeared ; v'hole flocks of feveral forts of birds, 
who only waited till my back was turned to ruin me. 
So much did this provoke me, that I let fly, and 
killed three of the malefactors; and afterwards fervecl 
them as they do notorious thieves in Englnnd> hung 
them up in chains as a terror to others. And indeed 
fo good an effeCt had this, that they not only forfook 
the corn, but all that part of the ifland, fo long as 
thefe criminals hung there. 

My corn having ripened apace, the latter end of 
, December, which was my fecond harveft of the year, 
I reaped it with a feythe made of one of my broad 

: {words. I had no great fatigue in cutting down my 
mrft crop, it was fo flender ; the ears of which i 
carried home in a balket, rubbing it out with my 
hands inftead of threfiiing. it; and whea auy harveft 
was over, I found my half peck’ of feed pfpduce near 
two bufhels of rice, and two bufhels and a half of 
barley. And now I plainly forefaw that, by God’s 
ppodnefs, I fliould be furniflied with bread : But yet 
1 veas concerned, becaufe I knew not how to grind or 

-make meal of my corn, nor bread, neithcrj.new how 
to bake it. Upon thefe confiderations I would not 
faile any £>f the crop, but preferve it againft the next 

feafon. 
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feafon, and in the mean while ufe my belt Endeavours , 
to provide myfelf with materials to make bread. 

But where were my labours to end ? The want of' 
a plough to turn up the earth, or fhovel to dig it, I 
conquered by making me a wooden fpade after a 
particular manner : The want of a harrow, I fup- i 
plied myfelf by dragging over the corn a great bough , 
of a tree : "When it was growing or fully ripe, I : 
was forced to fence it, mow it, carry it home, threfh i 
it, part it from the chaff, and fave it : And after all ; 
this, I wanted a mill to grind it, fieves to drefs it, ; 

yeaft and fait to make it into bread, and an oven to : 
bake it. This fet my brains on work to find fome 1 
expedient for every one of thefe neceffaries again ft 1 
the next harveft. 

And now, having more feed, my fir ft care was ‘o j 
prepare me more land. I pitched upon two large : 
flat pieces of ground near my caftle for that purpofe, j 
in which I fowed my feed, and fenced it with a good 
hedge, which took me up three months, by which . 
time it was the wet feafon. While the rain kept i 
me within doors, I found feveral occafions to em- 
ploy myfelf; and while at work ufed to divert my- . 
feif with talking to my parrot, learning him to know i 
and fueak his own name, POLL, the firft welcome 
word I ever heard fpoke on the ifland. I had been a " 
long time contriving how to make earthen veflels, 
which I wanted extremely ; and when I confidered 
the heat of the climate, I did not doubt but, rf I could : 
find any proper clay, I might botch up a pot, ftrong 
enough, when dried in the fun, to bear handling, 
and to hold any thing that was dry, as corn, meal, 
and other things. 

To be fhort, the cl: y I found ; but it would oc- 
cafion the molt ferious perfon to fmile to fee what 
aukward ways I took, and what ugly mifhapen things 
I made ; how many either fell out or crack’d by the 
violent heat of the fun, and fell in pieces when they 

were 
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v/cre removed: So that I think it was two months 
time before I could perfect any thing, and after this 
great fatigue, made two clumfy things in imitation 
of earthen jars. Thefe however I very gently placed 
in wicker bafkets, made on purpofe for them, and 
between the pot and the bafkets, fluffed it full of 
rice and barley draw; and thefe I prefumed would 
hold my dried corn, and perhaps the meal when the 
corn was bruifed. But as for fmaller things, I made 
them with better fuccefs, which the fun baked very 
hard, fuch as little round pots, flat difhe;, pitchers, 
and. pipkins. 

Yet ftill I wanted one thing abfolutely neceffary, 
and that was an earthen pot, not only to hold any 
liquid thing, but to bear the fire, which none of 
thefe could do. It once happened, that as I was 
putting out my fire, I found therein a broken piece 
of one of my vefiels burnt hard as a rock and red as 
a tile. This made me contrive how to order my fire, 

• as to make it burn fome pots ; and having no notion 
of a kiln, or of glazing them with lead, I fixed three 
large pipkins, and two or three pots, in a pile one 
upon another. The fire I piled round the outfide 
with dry wood, and on the top till I faw the pots 
in the infide red hot, and found that they did not 
crack at all; and when I perceived them perfectly 
red, I let one of them ftand in the fire about five or 

i fix hours, till the clay melted by the extremity of 
: the heat, and would have run to glafs, had I fuft'ered 
it; upon which I flacked my fire by degrees, till the 
rcdnefs abated ; and watching them till the morning, 
I found I had three very good pipkins, and two 
earthen pots, as well burnt and fit for my turn as I 
could defire* 

No joy can be greater than mine at this difco- 
Very: For after this, I may fay, I wanted for no 
fort of earthen-ware. I filled one of my pipkins with 
water to boil me fome meat, which it did admirably 

F well, 
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well, and with a piece of kid I made me fome good 
broth, as well as my circumftances would afford me 
at that time. 

The next concern I had was to make me a ftone- 
mortar to beat fome corn in, inftead of a mill to 
grind it. Here indeed I was at a great lofs, as not 
being fit for a ftone-cutter; and many days I fpent 
to find out a great ftone big enough to cut hollow 
and make fit for a mortar, and ftrong enough to bear 
the weight of a peftle, as would break the corn 
without filling it with fand : But all the ftones of the 
ifland being of a mouldering nature, rendered my 
fearch fruitlefs; and then I refolved to look out a 
great block of hard wood ; which having foon found, 
I formed with my axe and hammer, and then with 
infinite labour made a hollow place in k, juft as the 
Indians of Brafil make their canoes. When I had 
finillied this, I made a great peftle of iron-wood, 
which I had formerly laid up againft my fucceeding 
harveft. 

My next bufinefs was to make me a fieve, to fift my 
meal, and part it from the bran and the hulk. Ha-4 

ving no fine thin canvas to fearch the meal through, 
I could not tell what to do; what linen I had was 
reduced to rags : I had goat’s hair enough, but nei- 
ther tools to work it, nor did I know howto fpin it: 
At length I remembered I had fome neckloths of cal- 

.fjicoe or muffin of the failors, which I had brought 
out of-the fhip, and with thefe I made three fmall 
fieves, proper enough for the work. 

And now I come to confider the baking part in 
courfe. The want of an oven I fupplied by making 
fome earthen pans very broad but not deep. When 
I had a mind to bake, I made a great fire upon my 
hearth, the titles of which I had made myfelf, and 
when the wood was burnt into live coals, I fpread 

then fweep- 
ing 

them all over it, till it became very hot 
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ing them away, I fet down my loaves, and whelm- 
ing down the earthen pots upon them, drew the 
alhes and coals all around the outfide of the pots to 
continue the heat •, and in this manner I ufed to 
bake my barley loaves, as well as if I had been a 
complete paftry-cook, making myfelf of the rice feve- 
ral cakes and puddings. 

It is no wonder that all thefe things took me up 
the beft part of a year, fince what intermediate time 
1 had was bellowed in managing my new harveft and 
hufbandry; for in the proper feafon I reaped my 
corn, carried it home, and laid it up in the ear in 
my large'balkets, till I had time to rub, inftead of 
threlhing it. And now indeed my corn increafed 
fo much, that it produced me about twenty bulhels 
of barley, and as much of rice, fo that I not only be- 
gan to ufe it freely, but was thinking how to enlarge 
my barns, and was refolved to fow as much at a time 
as would be fufficient for me for a whole year. 

All this while the profpeft of land, which I had 
feen from the other fide of the. ifland, ran in my 
mind. I Hill meditated a 'deliverance from this 
place, though the fear of greater misforunes might 
have deterred me from it: For after I had attained 
that place, I run the hazard of being killed and 
eaten by the devouring canibals: And if they were 
not fo., yet I might be flain, as other Europeans had 
been who fell into their hands. Notwithllandin<r 0%. 
all this, my thoughts ran continually upon'•my ac- 
quiring that Ihore: And now I wanted my boy JCury, 
and the long boat, with the fhoulder of mutton 
fail. Then I went to the fhip’s boat that had been 
call a great way on the Ihore in the late ftorm. She 
was but a little removed ; but her bottom was turn- 
ed up by the impetuofity and fury of the waves 
and wind. With all the ftrength I had, I tried 
whatever I could do, with levers and fullers I had 
cut from the wood, to turn her, and repair the da- 

F 2 mage 
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irages flie had fuftained. This work took me np 
three or four weeks, when finding my little fixength 
al! in vain, I fell to undermine it by digging away 
the fand, and fo make it fall down, fetting pieces 

*of wood to thurfi: and guide it in the fall. But after 
this was done, I was unable to ftir it up again, or 
to get under it, much lefs to move it forwards to- 
u ards the water, and fo I was forced to give it over. 

Not contented with, this difappointment, I began 
to think whether it was not pofiible for me to make a 
canoe or periagua, fuch as the Indians make of the 
trunk of a tree ; but here I lay under particular 
inconveniencies, want of tools to make it, and 
want of hands to move it to the water when it was 
made. However, to work I went upon it, flopping 
all the enquiries I could make, with this very fimple 
anfwer I made to myfelf. Let’s firft make it. I’ll war- 
rant I’ll find fome way or other to get it along when 
it is done. 

I firfi cut down a cedar tree, whi?h was five feet 
ten inches diameter at the lower part next the flump, 
and four feet eleven inches diameter at the end 
of twenty-two feet, after which it lefTened for a 
fpace, and then parted into branches. Twenty 
days was I hacking and hewing this tree at the 
bottom, fourteen more in cutting off the branches 
and limbs, and a whole month in fhaping it like 
the bottom of a boat; as for the iniide, I was three 
weeks with a mallet and chiflel, clearing it in fuch 
a manner as that it was big enough to carry twenty- 
fix men, much bigger than ever a canoe I faw in 
my life, and conftquently fufficient to tranfport me 
and all my effects to that wilhed for fliore I fo ar- 
dently defined. 

Nothing remained now, but indeed the greatefi: 
difficulty, to get it into the water, it lying about 100 
yards from it. To remedy the firft inconvenience, 

which 
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which was a rifing hill between this boat and the 
creek, with wonderful pains and labour I dug into 
the furface of the earth, and made a declivity. But 
when this was done, all the ftrength I had was as 
infufficient to move it, as it was when I attempted 
to move the boat. Then I proceeded to meafure 
the diftance of ground, refolving to make a canal, in 
order to bring the w uer to the canoe, lince I could 
not bring the canob to the water. But as this teemed 
to be ifnpracticable to myfelf alone, under the fpace 
of eleven or twelve years, it brought me into fome 
fort of confideration, that I concluded it impof- 
fible to be done, and fo this attempt was in vain alio. 
And now I faw, and not before, what flupid ty it 
is to begin a work before we reckon its colt's, or 
judge right of our own abilities to go through with 
its performance.. 

It was in the heighth of this work my fourth 
year expired^nce I was caft on this ifland ; and 
then I did not forget my anniverfary, but kept it 
with the fame ardent devotion I had done before. 
But now my hopes being fruitrated, I looked upon 
this world as a thing I had nothing to do with ; and 
very well might fay, as father Abraham unto Dives', 
Between me and thee there is a gulf fixed. And in- 
deed from the world I was feparated, from its wick- 
edhefs too, having neither the lult of^the flelh, the 
hut of the eye, or the pride of life : I had nothing 
to covet, being lord, king, or emperor over the 
whole country I had in polTeffionj without difpute, 
and without controul y I had loadings of corn, 
plenty of turtles, timber in abundance, and grapes 
above meafure; but after I was ferved, what was 
all the reft to me ? The money I had by me lay as 
defpicable drofs, which I would freely have given 
for a grofs of tobacco-pipes, or a hand-mill fo grind 
my corn : In a word, the nature and experience of 

F 3 • thele 
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thefe things dictated to me this juft reflefUon, That 
the good things of this world are no farther good to 
us than they are for our ufe ; and that whatever we 
may heap up to give others, we can but enjoy as 
much as we ufe and no more. 

Thefe thoughts rendered my mind more eafy than 
ufual. Every time I fat down to eat I did it with 
thankfulnefs, admiring the providential hand of God, 
that in this wildernefs had fpread this table to me. 
And now I confidered what I enjoyed, rather than 
what I wanted; compared my prefent condition 
with what I at fir ft expe&ed it ftiould be; how I 
fhould have done if I had got nothing out of the 
fliip *, that I muft have periftied before I had caught 
fifh or turtles ; or lived, had I found them, like a 
mere favage, by eating them raw, and pulling them 
in pieces with my claws, like a beaft. I next com- 
pared my ftation to that which I deferved ; how un- 
dutiful I had been to my parents ; how deftitute of the 
fear of God ; how void of every thing that was good ; 
and how ungrateful for thofe abundant mercies I had 
received from heaven, being fed, as it were by a 
miracle, even as great Elijah's being fed by ra- 
vens ; and caft on a place where there was no veno- 
mous creature to poifon or devour me : In fhort, 
making God’s tender mercies matter of great confo- 
iation, I relinquiflied all fadnefs, and gave way to 
contentment. 

As long as my ink continued, which with water I 
made laft as long as I could, I ufed to minute down 
the days of th5 month on which any remarkable 
thing happened. And, 

Firfr, I obferved, That the fame day I forfook my 
parents and friends, and ran away to //«//, in order 
to go to fea, the fame day afterwards, in the next 
year, I was taken and made a Have by the Salle: 
rover. 

The 
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The very day I efcaped out of the wreck of the 
fhip in Yarmouth roads, a year after, on the fame 
day, I made my efcape from Sallee, in my patron’s 
fifliing-boat. 

The 30th of September, being the day of the year 
I was born on, on that day twenty-fix years after, 
was I miraculoufly faved, and caft on fhore on this 
ifland. 

The next thing that wafted after my ink was the 
bifeuit which I had brought out of the fhip : And 
though I allowed myfelf but one cake a day, for 
above a twelvemonth, yet I was quite out of bread 
for near a year, before I got any corn of my own. 

In the next place, my cloaths began to decay, and 
my linen had been gone long before; however, I 
had preferved about three dozen of the failors chec- 
qued fhirts, which proved a great refrefhment to 
me, when the violent beams of the iiin would not 
fuffer me to bear any of the feamen’s heavy watch- 
coats, which made me turn taylor, and after a mi- 
ferable botching manner convert them into jackets. 
To preferve my head, I made me a cap of goat- 
fkin, with the hair outwards, to keep out the rain ; 
which indeed ferved me fo well, that I afterwards 
made me a waiftcoat and opened-knee’d breeches of 
the fame : And then I contrived a fort of an um- 
brella, covering it with fkins, which not only kept 
out the heat of the fun, but the rain alfo. Thus 
being eafy and fettled in my mind, my chiefeft hap- 
pinefs was to converfe with God, in moft heavenly 
and comfortable ejaculations. 

For five years after this I cannot fay any extraor- 
dinary thing occurred to me. My chief employ- 
ment was to cure my raifins, and plant my barley and 
rice, of both wliich I had a year’s provifion before- 
hand. But though I was difappointed in my firft 
canoe, I made it at intermediate times my buiinefs 
tomakeafecond,of much inferior ilzej and itwastwo 

years 
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years before I finifhed it. But as I perceived it would 
no ways anfwer niy defign of failing to the other 
fhore, my thoughts were confined to take a tour 
round the ifland, to fee what further difcoveries I 
could make. To this intent, after having moved i 
her to the water, and tried how (he would fail, I 
fitted up a littk maft to her, and made a fail of the 
Ihip’s fail that lay by me. I then made lockers 
or boxes at the end of it, to put in neceflary provi- , 
fions and ammunition, which would preferve them 
dry either from rain, or the fpray of the fea; and in 
the infide of the boat I cut a long hollow place to lay ! 
my gun, and to keep it dry, made a flag to hang over : 
it; my umbrella I fixed in a ftep in the ftern like 1 

a maft, to keep the heat of the fun off me: And 
now, refolving to fee the circumference of my little 
kingdom, l vuftualled my fhip for the voyage, ' 
putting in two dozen of my barley bread loaves, 
an earthen pot full of parched rice, a little bottle of 
rum, half a goat, powder and fhot, and two watch- 
coats. It was the 6ih of November, in the 6th year 
of my reign, or captivity, that I fet out in this 
voyage, which was much longer than I expefted, 
being obliged to put further out, by reafon of the 
rocks that lay a great way in the fea : And indeed 
fo much did thefe rocks furprife me, that I was for 
putting back, fearing that if I ventured further it 
would be out of my power to return. In this con- 
fufion I came to an anchor juft off fhore, to which 
I waded with my gun on my fhoulder, and then, 
climbing up an hill, which, overlooked that point, I 
law the full extent of it, and refolved to run all 
hazard. 

In this profpe<fl: from the hill, I perceived a vio- 
lent current running to the eaft, coming very dole 
to the point j which I the more carefully obferved, 
thinking it dangerous, and that, when I came to it, I 
might be drove into the fea by its force, and not ^bie 

to 1 



ROBINSON CRUSOE. 69 

to return to the ifland; and certainly it muft have 
been fo, had I not made this obferation ; for on the 
other fide was the like current, with this difference, 
that it fet off at a greater diftance ; when I perceived 
there was a ftrong eddy under the land, fo that my 
chiefeft bufinefs was to workout of the firft current, 
and conveniently get into an eddy. Two days I 
ftaid here, the wind blowing very brifldy E. S. E. 
which being contrary to the current leaves a great 
breach on the fea upon the point; fo it was not fit 
for me to keep too near the fliore, upon account of 
the breach ; nor to ftand at too great a diftance, for 
fear of the ftreams. That night the wind abating, 
it grew fo calm that I ventured out ; but furely 
I was to be a momento to all rafh and ignorant pi- 
lots : For I was no fooner come to the point, and 
not above the boat’s length from the fhore, but I was 
got into a deep water, with a current like a mill, 
which drove my boat along fo violently that it was 
impofllble for me to keep her fo much as to the edge 
of it; but it forced me more and more out from the 
eddy to the left of me, and all I could do with my 
paddles was ufelefs, there being no wind to help 
me. 

Alas! now I began to think myfelf quite loft ; 
fince, as the current ran on both fides of the ifland, 
I was very certain they muft join again, and then I 
had no hopes but of perifliing for want, in the fea, 
after what provifions 1 had was fpent, or before, if 
a ftorm fhould happen to arife. 

Who can conceive the prefent anguifh of my 
mind at this calamity ? With longing eyes did I 
look upon my little kingdom, and thought the ifland 
the pleafanteft place in the univerle. Happy, thrice 
happy defart, fiid I, fhall I never fee thee more ? 
Wretched creature ! whither am I going ? Why did 
I murmer at my lonefome condition, when now I 
would give the whole world to be there again ? 

4 G While 
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While I was thus contemplating, I found myfelf to be . 
driven about two leagues into the fea ; however, I 
laboured till my ftrength was fpent, to keep my 
boat as far north as pollibly I could, to that fide of 
the current where the eddy lay on. About noon, I 
perceived a little breeze of wind fpring up from the 
S. S. E. which overjoyed my heart the more, when, 
in about half an hour, it blew a gentle fine gale.: 
Had any thick weather fprung up, I had been loft , 
another way ; for having no compafs on board, I 
fhould never have found the way to fleer towards the 
ifland, if once it had difappeared ; but it proving the 
contrary, I fet up my maft again, fpread my fail, 
and flood away northward, as much as I could, to get' 
rid of the current : And no fooner did the boat be- i 
gin to ftretch away, but I perceived by the clearnefs 
of the water, a change of the current was near ; 
for where it was clear* the current abated. To the 
eaft I foon faw, about half a mile, a breach of the 
fea upon fome rocks, which caufed it again to fepa- , 
rate ; and as the main force drove away more fouth- ; 
wardly, leaving the rocks to the north eaft, fo the 
other came back by the repulfe of the rocks, making 
a fharp eddj?', which returned back again to the north, 
weft with a very fwift flream. 

They who have experienced what it is to be re- * 
prieved upon the ladder, or to be faved from thieves 
juft going to take away their lives, or elfe fuch who 
have been in the like calamities, may guefs my pre- 
fent excels of joy ; how heartily I run my boat into' 
the ftreatn of this eddy, and how joyfully I Ipread 
my fail to the refrelhing wind, Handing cheerfully 
before it with a fmart tide under foot. By the af- 1 
fiftance of this eddy, I was carried above a league 
home again, when being in the wake of the ifland, 
betwixt the two currents, I found the water to be 
at a fort of a Hand. About four o’clock in the after- 

noon 
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noon I reached within a league of the ifland, and 
perceived the points of the rock, which caufed this 
difafter, ftretching out as I obferved before to the 
fouthward, which throwing off the current more 
fouthwardly, had occafioned another eddy to the 
north. But having a fair brilk gale, I ftretched a- 
crofs this eddy, and in an hour came within a mile 
of the fhore, where I foon landed to my unfpeak- 
able comfort: And after an humble proftration, 
thanking God for my deliverance, with a refolution 
to leave all thoughts of efcaping afide, I brought my 
boat fafe into a little cove, and laid me down to take 
a welcome-repofe. When I awoke, I was confider- 
ing how I might get my boat home ; and coafting 
along the fhore, I came to a good bay, which ran 
up to a rivulet or brook, where finding a fafe har- 
bour, I flowed her as fafe as if fhe had been in a dry 
dock made on purpofe for her. 

And now I perceived myfelfnot far from the place 
where before I had travelled on foot; when taking 
nothing with me except my gun and umbrella, I be- 
gan my journey, and in the evening came to my 
bower, where I again laid me down to reft. But it 
was not long before I was awakened in great furprife 
by a ftrange voice that called me feveral times, Rcbi?^ 
Robin, Robin Crufoe, Poor Robin! Where are you, 
Robin Crufoe ? Where are you ? Where have you been ? 

So faft was I afleep at firft, that I did not awake 
thoroughly ; but half afleep and half awake, 1 thought 
I dreamt that fomebody fpoke to me. But as the 
voice repeated Robinfon Crufoe feveral times, being 
terribly affrighted, I ftarted up in the utmoft con- 
fufion ; when no fooner were my eyes fully open, 
but I beheld my pretty Poll fitting on the top of the 
hedge, and foon knew that it was he that called me ; 
for juft in fuch bewailing language I ufed to talk and 
teach him, which he fo exactly learned, that he would 
fit upon my finger, and lay his bill clofe to my face, 

and 
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and cry, Poor Robinfon Crufoe, ’where are you ? Where 
have you been ? How came you here ? And fuch like 
prattle as I had conftantly taught him. But though I 
knew it to be the parrot, it was a great while before 
I could adjuft myfelf; firft, I was amazed, how the 
creature got thither, and that he fhould fix about 
that place, and no where elfe. When I was allured 
it could be no other than my honed Poll, my won- 
der ceafed ; fo reaching out my hand, and calling 
familiarly, Poll, the creature came to me, and perch- 
ed upon my thumb, as he was wont, conftantly 
prating to me, with Poor Robinfon Crufoe, and How 
did I come here ? And where had I been ? As if the 
bird was overjoyed to fee me; and fo I took him home 
along with me. 

Now though I was pretty well cured of my ram- 
bling to fea again, yet I could wilh-my boat, which 
had cod me fo much trouble and pains, on this dde 
the idand once more, which indeed was impradli- 
cable. And fo I led a very retired life, living near a 
twelvemonth, in a very contented manner, wanting 
for nothing except converfation. As to mechanic 
labours, which my necedities obliged me to, I fancied 
I could, upon occadon, make a tolerable carpen- 
ter, were the tools I had to work withal but good. 
Befides, as I improved in my earthen ware, I con- 
trived to make them with a wheel, which I found 
much eader and better ; making my work fhapeable, 
which before was rude and ugly. But I think I was 
never fo elevated with my own performance, or pro- 
je£t, as for being able to make a tobacco-pip<", which 
though it proved an aukward clumfy thing, yet it 
was very found, and carried the fmoke perfedlly 
well, to my great fatisfaftion. 

Alfo I improved my wicker ware, making me a-v 
bundance of necedary bafkets, which though not very 
handfome, were very handy and convenient to fetch 

things 
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tilings home in, as alfo for holding my Bores, bar- 
ley, rice, and other provifions. 
' My powder beginning to fail, made me examine 

after what manner I fliould kill the goats or birds to 
live on, after it was all gone. Upon which I con- 
trived many ways to enfnare the goats, and fee if I 
could catch them alive, particularly a Ihe-goat with 
young. At laft I had my delire; for making pit- 
falls and traps, baited with barley and rice, I found 
one morning in one of them an old he-goat, and in 
the other three kids, one male, the other two fe- 
males. 

So boifterous’was the old one, that I could not 
bring him away. But I forgot the proverb, That 
hunger will tame a lion : For had I kept him three 
or four days without victuals, and then given him 
fome water with a little corn, he would have been 
as tame as a young kid. The other creatures I bound 
with Brings together. But I had great diBiculty be- 
fore I could bring them to my habitation. It was 
fome time before they would feed, when throwing 
them fome corn, it fo much tempted them, that they 
began to be tame; from hence I concluded that if 
I defigned to furnilh myfelf with goats BeBi, when 
my ammunition was fpenf, the tamely breeding them 
up like a flock of Bicep about my fettlexnent was the 
only method I could take. I concluded alfo I mult 
leparate the wild from the tame, or die they would 
always run wild as they grew up; and the beB way 
for this was to have fome inclofed piece of ground, 
well fenced, either with hedge or pale, to keep them 
fo efreclually that thofe within might not break out, 
or thofe without break in. Such an undertaking 

, was very great for one pair of hands; but as there 
was an abfolute neceffity for doing it, my firft care 
was to find a convenient piece of ground, where there 
was likely to be herbage for them to eat, water to 
drink, and cover to keep them from the fun. 
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But here I began madly, pitching upon a piece of 
meadow l&nd fo large, that had I inclofed it with 
infinite pains, this hedge or pale muft have been at 
leaft two miles about. Indeed had it been ten miles 
I had time enough to do it in ; but then I did not 
confider that my goats would be as wild in fo much 
compafs as if they had had the whole ifland, and 
confequently as difficult for me to catch them. And 
this thought came into my head; after I had carried 
on, I believe, about fifty yards ; when I refolved to 
enclofe a piece of ground 150 yards in length and 
100 in breadth, fufficient enough for as many as 
would maintain me, till fuch time as my flock en- 
creafed, and then I could add more ground. Upon 
which, I vigoroufly profecuted my work, and it took 
me about three months in hedging the firft jpiece ; in 
which time I tethered the three kids in the beft part 
of it, feeding them as near me as poffible to make 
them familiar : And indeed very often would I carry 
fome ears of barley, or a handful of rice, and feed 
them out of my hand ; by which means they grew 
fo tame, that when my enclofure was finiflied, and I 
had let them loole, they would run after me for an 
handful of corn. This indeed anfwered my end ; 
and in a year and a half’s time I had a flock of about 
twelve goats, kids and all; and in two years after 
they amounted to three and forty, befides what I had 
taken and killed for my fuftenance. After this, I 
enclofed five feveral pieces of ground to feed them in, 
with pens to drive them into, that I might take them 
as I had occafion. 

But ftill I had additional bleffings, not only in 
having plenty of goat’s flelh, but milk too, which in 
my beginning I did not fo much as think of: And 
indeed, though I had never milked a cow, muchlefs 
a goat, or feen butter or cheefe made, yet after fome 
eflays and mifcarriages I made me both, and never 
afterwards wanted. 

How 
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How mercifully can the Omnipotent PtW'er com- 
fort his creatures, even in the midft of their greateil 
calamities : How can he fweeten the bittereft provi- 
dences, and give us reafon to magnify him in dun- 
geons and prifons ! what a bounteous table was here 
Ipread in a wildernefs for me, when I expected no- 
thing at firft but to perifh with hunger. 

Certainly a ftoic would have fmiled to have feen 
me at dinner ; there was myroyal Majefty, an abfo- 
lute prince and ruler of my kingdom, attended by 
my dutiful fubjects, whom, if I pleafed, I could ei- 
ther hang, draw, quarter, give them liberty, or take it 
away. When I dined, I feemed a king, eating alone, 
none daring prefume to do fo till I had done. Pol!, 
as if he had been my principal court favourite, was 
the only perfon permitted to talk with me. My old 
but faithful dog, now grown exceeding crazy, and who 
had found no fpecies to multiply his kind upon, con- 
tinually fat at my right hand; while my two cats 
fat on each fide of the table, expecting a bit from my 
hand, as a principal mark of my royal favour. Yet 
thefe were not the cats I had brought from the 
flrip; they had been dead long before, and interred 
near my habitation by mine own hand: But one of 
them, as I fuppofe, generating with a wild cat, thefe 
were the couple I had made tame ; whereas the reft 
run into the woods, and grew io impudent as to re- 
turn and plunder me of my ftores, till fuch time as I 
Ihot a great many, and the reft left me with this at- 
tendance. And m this very plentiful manner did I 
live, wanting for nothing but converfation. One 
thing more indeed concerned me, the want of my 
boat. 1 knew not which way to get hear round the 
ifland. I refolved one time to go along the fhore by 
land to her ; but had any one in England met fuch a 
figure, it would either aftrighted them, or made them 
hurft into laughter : Nay, myfelf could not but fmUe 
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at my habit, which I think, in this place, it is very 
proper to defcribe. 

The cap I had upon my head was great, high, and 
fhapelefs, made of a goat-lkin, with a flap or pent- 
houfe hanging down behind, not only to keep the 
fun from me, but to fliootthe rain ofl* from running 
into my neck, nothing being more pernicious than 
the rain falling upon the flcih in thefe parts. I had 
a fhort jacket of goat-ildn, whofe hair hung down 
fiich a length on either Bde, that it reached to 
the calves of my legs. As for ihoes and {lockings, I 
had none, but made a refemblance of fomething, I 
know not what to call them j they were made like 
bufkins, and laced on the {ides like fpatterdafhes, 
barbaroufly fliaped, like the reft of my habit. I had 
on me’a broad b(Jt of goat-lkin dried, girt round 
with a couple of thongs inftead of buckles; on each 
of which, to fupply the deficiency of fword and 
dagger, hung my hatchet and favv. I had another 
belt, not fo broad, yet fattened in the fame manner, 
which hung over my {boulder : And at the end of-it, 
under my left arm, hung two pouches, madealfoof 
goar-lkin, to hold my powder and {hot. My bailcet 
I carried on my back, and my gun on my {boulder, 
and over my head a great clumfy ugly goat-lkin 
umbrella, which, however, next my gun, was the 
moft necettary thing about me. As for my face, the 
colour was not fo fwarthy as the mullattos, or as might 
be expected from fuch a perfon as I, who took fo 
little care of it, in a climate within nine or ten de- 
grees of the equipox. At one time my beard grew 
fo long, that it hung down above a quarter of a 
yard ; but as I had both razors and fciflars in ftore, 
I cut it all oft', and fuifered none to grow except a 
large pair of J'rkJjovietati vvhilkers, die like of which 
I had feen worn by fome Turks at Sallee, not long 
enough to hang a hat upon, but of fcuh a mon- 
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ftrous fize, as would have amazed any in England to 
have feen. 

JBut all this was of no confequence here, there 
being none to obl'erve my behaviour or habit. And 
fo without fear, and without controul, I proceeded 
on my journey, the profecution of which took me up 
live or fix days. I firft travelled along the fea-lhore 
directly to the place where I lirib brought my boat 

, to an anchor, to get upon the rocks. But now, ha- 
ving no boat to take care of, I went over the land a 
nearer way, to the fame height that I was before 
upon ; when looking forward to the point of the 
rock which lay out, and which I was forced to 
double with niy boat, I was amazed to fee the fea io 
fmooth and quiet, there being noripling motiort, or 
current, any more than in other places: Which 
made me indeed ponder fome time to imagine the 
reafon of it, when at laftl was convinced how it was, 
which was this •, the ebb fetting from the weft, and 
joining with the currents of waters from fome great 
rivers on the Ihore, muft be the oecafion of thei’e ra- 
pid ftreams ; and that confequently, as the winds blew 
more weftwardly,or more fouthwardly,fo the current 
came the nearer, or went the further from fhore. To 
latisfy my curiolity, I waited there till evening, when 
the tide of ebb being made from the rock, 1 plainly 
perceived the current again as before, with this dif- 
ference, that it ran farther oft', near half a league from 
the fhore; whereas in my expedition it Jet quite up- 
on it, furioufly hurrying me and my canoe along with 
it, which at another time it would not have done. 
And now I was convinced that, by obferving the 
ebbing and flowing of the tide, I might eafily bring 
my boat round the ifland again: But when I began to 
think of putting it in pradtice, the remembrance of 
the late danger I was in ftruck me with fuch horror, 
that 1 ctianged my refolution, which was more fafe, 
tho! more laborious •, and this was to make another 
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canoe, and fo have one for one Bde of the ifland, 
and one for the other.’ 

Here I think it very proper to inform my readers, 
that I had two plantations in the ifland ; the lirft was 
my little fortification, fort, or caftle, with many 
large and fpacious improvements : For by this time 
I had enlarged the cave behind me with feveral little 
caves, one within another, to hold my bafkets, corn, 
and ftraw. The piles with which I made my wall 
were grown fo lofty and great, as obfeured my ha- 
bitation : And near this commodious and pleafant 
fettlement lay my two well cultivated and improved 
corn fields, which kindly yielded me their fruit in 
the proper feafon. My fecond plantation was that 
near my country feat, or little bower, where my 
grapes flouriflied, and where, having planted many 
flakes, I made inclofures for my goats, fo flrongly 
fortified by labour and time, that it was much 
flronger than a wall, and confequently impofifible 
for them to break through. As for my bower itfelf, 
I kept it conftantly in repair, and cut the trees in 
fuch a manner as made them grow thick and wild, 
and form the moft delightful fhade. In the center 
of this flood my tent thus ere£ted : I had driven four 
piles in the ground, fpreading over them a piece of 
the fill p’s fail; beneath which I made me a fort of 
a couch with the fkins of the creatures I had flain, 
and other things; and having laid thereon one of the 
bailors'blankets, which I had faved from the wreck 
of the flop, and covering myfelf with a great watch- 
coat, I took up this place for my country retreat. 

Very frequently from this fettlement did I ufe to 
vifit my boat, and keep her in very good order. And 
forh£qmes I would venture in her a caft or two from 
fhbre but no farther, left either a ftrong current, a 
fudden ftormy wind, or fame unlucky accident, 
fhould hurry me from the illand as before. But now 
I entreat your attention, while I proceed to inform 

you 
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you of a new but moft furprizing fcene of life which, 
here befel me. 

You may fuppofe that after I had been here fo 
k>ng, nothing could have been more amazing than to 
have feen a human creature. But one day it hap- 
pened that, going to my boat, I faw the print of a 
man’s naked foot on the fhore, very evident on the 
fand, as the toes, heel, and every part of it. Had 
I feen an apparition, in the moft frightful manner, I 
could not have been more confounded : My willing 
ears gave the ftricteft attention. I caft my eyes a- 
round, but neither could fatisfy the one or the other.. 
When I proceeded alternately to every part of the 
Ihore, ftill it was all as one ; neither could I fee any 
other mark, though the fand about it was as fufeep- 
tible to take impreflion as that which was fo plainly 
ftampt. Thus, ftruck with confuftotj and horror, I 
returned to my habitation, frightened at every bulh 
and tree, as taking them for men; and being pof- 
felied with the wildeft ideas, got over I cannot tell 
how. But that night my eyes never clofed, though 
farther from danger, when even then I formed nothing 
but the moft difmal imaginations, thinking it muft be 
the mark of the Devil’s foot nhich I had feen : For 
otherwife how could any mortal body come to this 
ifiand ? And if fo, where was the fliip that tranfport- 
eu them ? And what iigns of any other footfteps ? 
Though thefe feemed very ftrong reafom for fuch a 
fuppolition, yet (thought I) why Humid the Devil 
make the print of his foot to no purpofe, as I can fee, 
when he might have taken other ways to have terri- 
fied me ? why fhould he leave his mark on the other 
fide of the ifiand, ami that too on the fand, where 
the (urging waves of the' ocean might foort-have 
erafed the impreffion. Surely this action is not con- 
f.ftent with the fubtlety of Satan faid I to my- 
felf, but rather muft be fome dangerous creature, 
lome wild favage of the main land over rgainlt me, 

that, 
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that, venturing too far ir the ocean, was driven here 
either by the violent currents or contrary w’inds ^ 
and fo, not caring to ftay on this defolate illand, was 
gone back to fea again. 

Happy was I in my thoughts that no favage had 
feen me in that place, yet much terrified, left, having 
found my boat, they ftiould return in numbers and 
deftroy me, or at leaft carry away all my corn, and 
deftroy my flock of tame goats : In a word, all my 
religious hopes vanilhed, as though I thought God 
could not protect me by his power, wiio had fo 
wonderfully preferved me fo long. 

What Various chains of Providence there are in the 
life of man ! How changeable are our affc&ions, ac- 
cording to different circumftances ? We love to- 
day what we hate to-morrow ; we fihun one hour what 
we feek the next; and this was evident in me in the 
moft perfpicuous manner; for I, who before had fo 
much lamented my condition, in being banifhed from 
all human kind,was now almoft ready to expire, when 
I confidered that a man had fet his foot on this defo- 
late ifland. But when I confidered my ftation of life, 
decreed by the infinitely wife and good providence of 
God ; that 1 ought not to difpute my Creator’s fove- 
reignty, who had an undoubted right to govern and 
difpofe of his creatures as he thinks convenient; and 
that his juftice and mercy could either punifh or deli- 
ver me : I fay,whenl confidered all thi- ,1 comfortably 
found it myduty to truft fincerely in him, pray ardent- 
ly to him, and humbly refign myfelf to his divine will. 

One morning, lying on my bed, thefe words of the 
facred writings came again into my mind, Call upon 
me in the day of iroublet and I will deliver thee, and 
thou /halt glorify me. Upon this fentence, rifing more 
cheerfully from my bed, I offered up my prayers in 
the moft heavenly manner : And when 1 had done,ta- 
king up my Bible to read, thefe words appeared fir ft in 
my fight: Wait on the Lord, and be of. good cheer,. 
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end he pi all Jlrengthen thy heart; •wait, I fay, on the 
Lord. Such divine comfort did this give me, as to 
remove all caufe of fadnefs upon that occafion. 

Thus, after a world of apprehenfions and fears, 
for three days and nights, at laft I ventured out of 
my caftle, and milked my goats, one of which was 
almoft fpoiied for want of it. I next, though in 
great fear, vifited my bower, and milked my flocks 
there alfo ; when growing bolder, I went down to 
the (bore again, and mealuring the print of the foot 
to mine, to fee whether, perhaps, I myfelf had not 
occafioned that mark, I found it much fuperior in 
largenefs j and fo I returned home pofleiled with 
the notion, that either fome men had been afhore, 
or that the ifland muft be inhabited ; and therefore, 
that I might be furprized before I was aware. 

Struck with a fecond and more terrible fear, fevc- 
ral thoughts of fecurjty came into my mind : And 
that night I was firfl propofmg to cut down my en- 
clofures, and turn my tame cattle wild into the 
woods, that the enemy might not find them, and 
frequent the ifland in hopes of the fame. Secondly, I 
was for digging up my corn fields, for the very fame 
reafon : And, lajlly, I concluded to demolifh my 
bower, left feeing fuch a place of human contrivance, 
they might come farther and attack me in my little 
caftle. 

Such notions did the fear of danger fuggeft unto 
me; and I looked, I thought, like the unfortunate 
King Saul, when not only opprefted by the Philifines, 
but alio fori'aken by God himfelf: And it is ftrange, 
that a little before having entirely reiigned myfelf to 
the will of God, 1 fhould now have fo little confi- 
dence in him, fearing thole more who might kill 
this fading body, than him who could deftroy my 
immortal foul. 

Sleep was an utter ftranger to my eyes that night; 
yet nature, fpent and tired, fubmittecl to a filent re- 

pofe 
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pofe the next morning : And then, joining reafon 
with my fear, I confidered, that this delightful and 
pleafant ifland might not be entirely forfaken, as I 
might think ; or that the inhabitants from the other 
fhore might fail either with defign or necefllty by 
crofs winds ; and if the latter circumftance, they de- 
parted upon the firft opportunity. But Bill my fear 
occafioned me to think of a place for retreat, upon an 
attack. I now repented that I had made the door 
that came out beyond rny fortification *, but refol- 
ving to make me a fecond, I drove between that 
double row of trees, which I planted about 12 years 
before, feveral piles, thickening it with pieces of tim- 
ber and old cables, and ftrengthening the foot of it 
with earth which I dug out of my cave. I alfo made 
me feven holes, wherein I planted my mulkets like 
cannon, fitting them into frames refemhling carriages. 
This being finilhed with indefatigable induftry, 
for a great way every way I planted flicks of ofier- 
like wood, about twenty thoufand of them, leaving 
a large fpace between them and my wall, that I might 
have room to fee an enemy, and that they might not 
be fheltered by the young trees, if they offered to 
approach the outer wall. And indeed fcarce two 
years had pafled over my head, when there appeared 
a lovely fhady grove, and in fix years it became a 
thick wood perfectly impaflable. For my fafety, I 
left no avenue to go in or out ; inftead of which I fet 
two ladders ; one to a part of the rock which was 
low, and then broke in,' leaving room to place ano- 
ther ladder upon that; fo that when I took thole 
down, it was impoffible for any man to defeend with- 
out hurting himfelf; and if they had, they would 
ftill be at the out£de of my outer wall. But while I 
took all thefe meafures of human prudence for my 
own prefervation, I was not altogether unmindful of 
affairs : To preferve my flocks of tame goats, that 
the enemy fhould not take all at once, 1 looked out 
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for the moft retired part of the ifland, which was the 
place where I had loft myfelf before-mentioned, and 
there finding a cleat1 piece of land, containing three 
acres, furrounded with thick woods, I worked lb 
hard, that in lefs than a month’s time I fenced it fo 
well round, that my flocks were very well fecured in. 
it, putting therein two he goats and two Ihe ones. 
As this labour was occafioned purely by my fear- 
ful apprehenfions, on account of feeing the print of 
a man’s foot; not contented with what I had done, 
I fearched for another place towards the weft point 
of the illand, where I might alfo retain another flock. 
Then me thought I perceived a boat at a great diftance 
in the fea ; but could not poflibly tell what it was for 
want of my perfpe<ftive glals. I confidered then it 
was no ftrange thing to fee the print of a man’s foot; 
and concluding them cannibals, blefled God for my 
being call on the other fide of the ifland, where none 
of the favages, as I thought, ever came. But when 
I came down the hill to the Ihore, which was the S.yf, 
point of the ifland, I was not only amazed, but per- 
fedtly confirmed in my opinion : For the place was 
fpread with fkulls, hands, feet, and bones of human 
bodies ; and then I perceived a fpace like a circle, in 
the midft of which had been a fire; about this fire I 
conjectured thefe wretches fat, and unnaturally facri- 
ficed and devoured their fellow-creatures. 

The horror and loathfomenefs of this dreadful 
fpedtacle both confounded my fenfes, and made me 
difeharge the violent diforder from my ftomach. So 
that when I had vomited in a yery exeeflxve manner, 
I returned towards my habitation ; and in my way 
thither Ihedding floods of tears, and failing down on 
my bended knees, gave God thanks for making my 
nature contrary to thefe wretches, and delivering me 
fo long out of their hands. 

Now though reafon and my long refidence here 
had afliired me, that thefe favages never came up to 
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the thick woody parts of the country ; and that I had 
no occafion to difcover myfelf, who was fo perfectly 
concealed from them ; yet fuch an abhorrence did I 
ftill retain, that for two years after I confined myfelf 
only to my three plantations ; I mean my cafile, 
country leat, and enclofure in the woods. And 
when in this folitary life, my dreadful apprehenfions 
began to wear away, yet my eyes were more vigilant 
for fear of being furprized, and I was cautious of 
firing my gun, left being heard by thofe creatures, 
they fhould proceed to attack me; but refolving 
manfully to lofe my life if they did, I went armed 
with three piftols ftuck in my girdle, which, added 
to the defeription I have given of myfelf before, made 
me look with a very formidable appearance. 

And thus my circumftances for feme time re- 
mained very calm and undifturbed. When I com- 
pared my condition to others, I found it far from 
being miferable : And indeed would all perfons com- 
pare their circumftances, not with thofe above them, 
but with thofe innumerable unhappy .objects beneath 
them, I am fure we fhould not hear thofe daily mur- 
murings and complainings that are in the world. For 
my part, I did not want many things: Indeed the 
terror which the favages had put me in fpoilt feme 
inventions for my own conveniencies ; one of tvhich 
was really very ridiculous, except I could accomplifh 
it, and happy it was they hindered me from putting 
it in practice. My defign was to brew me feme beer, 
when I had neither calks fufficient, nor could make 
any, to preferve it in ; neither had I hops to make it 
keep, yeaft to make it work, nor a copper or kettle 
to make it boil. Perhaps, indeed, after feme years, 
I might bring this to bear, as I had done other things: 
But now my inventions were placed another way ; 
and one was, how I might deftroy feme of thefe ca’n- 
nibals, when proceeding to their bloody entertain- 
ments ; and fe faving a victim from being facrificed. 
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he might after become my fervant. Many were my 
contrivances for this purpofe, and is many more cb~ 
jeilions occurred after I hatched them : For when t 
contrived to dig a hole under the place where they 
made their fire, and put,therein five or fix pounds of 
gunpowder, which would confequently blow up all 
thofe that were near it; why vthen I was loth to fpend 
fo much upon them, left it fhould not do that certain 
execution I could defire ; and but only'affright, and 
not kill them. Having laid this defign slide, I pro- 
pofed to myfelf to lie privately in ambufh, in fome 
convenient place, with my three guns double loaded, 
and let fly at them in the rnidft of their dreadful cere- 
mony ; and having killed two or three of them at 
every fhot, fall upon the reft fuddenly with my three 
piftols, and not let one mother’s fon efcape. And fb 
much did this imagination pleafe my fancy, that I ufed 
to dream of it in the night time. To put my defign 
in execution, I was not long feeking for a place very 
convenient for my purpofe, where, unfeen, I might 
behold every action of the favages. Here I placed my 
two mufkets, each of which was loaded with a brace 
of flugs, and four or five fmaller bullets, about the 
fize of piftol-bpllets; the fowling-piece was charged 
with near a handful of the largcft Iwan-fhot; and in 
every piftol were about four bullets. And thus all 
things being prepared, no fooner would the welcome 
light fpread over the element, but, like a giant rej-re/fjed 
with wine, as the Scripture has it, would I iflhe 
forth from my caftle, and, from a lofty hill, three 

-miles diftant, view if I could fee any invaders ap- 
proach unlawfully to my kingdom. But having 
waited in vain two or three months, it not only grew 
very tirefome to me, but brought mb into fome con- 
fideration, and made me examine myfelf, what light 
I had to kill ihefe creatures in this manner ? 

If (argued I to myfelf) this unnatural cuftom of 
theirs be a fin offenfive to heaven, it belongs to the 

2 II Uivine 
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Divine Being, who alone has the vindiflive power in 
liishands,tofliower down vengeance upon them: And 
perhaps he does fo, in making them become one an- 
other’s executioners. Or if not, if God thinks thefe 
doings juft, according to the knowledge which they 
conceive, what authority have I to pretend to alter the 
decrees of Providence, which has permitted thefe ac- 
tions for fo many ages, perhaps from almoft the be- 
ginning of the creation ? They never offended me, 
what right have I then to concern myfelf in their 
fhedding one another’s blood ? And, as I have fince 
known, they value no more to kill and devour a cap- 
tive taken in war, than we do to kill an ox, or eat 
mutton. From hence it followed, that thele people 
were no more murderers than Chriftians, who many 
times put whole troops to the fword, after throwing 
down their arms. Again I confidered, that if I fell 
upon them, I fhould be as much in the wrong as the 
Spatiiards, who had committed thegreateft barbarities 
upon thefe people, who had never offended them in 
their whole lives; as if the kingdom of Spain was emi- 
nent for a race of men without common compaflion 
to the miferable, which is reckoned to be a principal 
fign of the moft generous temper. In a word, I'con- 
cluded never to attack them, whofe numbers might 
overpower me; or that fome efcaping, might bring 
thoufands to my certain deftru&ion; nor fo much as 
to fhew myfelf, which might oblige me even to a 
neeeflary duty of defence. And indeed religion took 
their part fo much as to convince me how contrary 
it was to my duty to be guilty of fhedding human 
blood, innocent as to my particular, whatever they 
are to one another; and that I had nothing to do 
with it but leave it to the God of all power and domi- 
nion, as I faid before, to do therein what feemed con- 
venient to his heavenly wifdom. And therefore on 
my knees, I thanked the Almighty for delivering me 
from blood-guiltinefs, and begged his protection that 
I might never fall into their hands. 

Thus, 
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Thu?, giving over an attempt which I had rafhly 
begun, I never afcended the hill on that occaiion af- 
terwards ; only I removed my boat which lay on the 
Other fide of the ifland, and every thing fuch as they 
were,, that belonged to her, towards the call, into a 
little cove, that there might not be the leaft fliadow 
of difcovery of any boat near, or habitation upon the 
ifland. And then my caftle became my cell, keeping 
very retired in it, except to milk my Ihe-goats, and. 
order my little flock in the wood, which was quite 
out of danger 5 for fure it is, thefe favages never 
came here with expectations to find any thing, and 
confequently never wandered from the coaft; and as 
they might have feveral times been on fliore, as well 
before as after my dreadful apprehenfions, I looked 
back with horror to think in what a ftate I might 
have been, had I fuddenly met them ilenderly armed, 
with one gun only loaded with fmall Chot: And how 
great would have been my amazement; if, infiead 
of feeing the print of one man’s foot, I had perceived 
fifteen or twenty favagei, who, having once fet their 
eyes upon me, by the fwiftnefs of their feet, have 
left mefno pofiibility of efcaping ? Thefe thoughts 
would fink my very foul within me, fo that I would 
fall into a deep melancholy, till fuch time as the 
confiderntion of my gratitude to the Divine Being 
moved it from my heart. And then I fell into a con- 
templation of the fee ret fprings of Providence : How 
wonderfully we are delivered, when we are infenfible 
of it; and When intricated in uncertain mazes or la- 
byrinths of doubt or hefitation, what fecret hint fhall 
direft us in the right way, when we intend to go 
out of it; nay, perhaps, contrary to our bufinels, 
fenie, or inclination. Upon'which, I fixed within 
me this as a certain rule, never to dilbb'ey thofe fecret 
impreflions of my mind to the nfling or not ailing 
any thing that oflered, for which I yet could afilgn no 
reafon : But let it be how it will, the advantage of this 

Ha conduil 
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conduct very eminently appeared in the latter part 
of my abode on this ifland ; I am a ftranger in deter- 
mining whence fhd'e fecret intimations of Providence 
derive; yet,methinks,they are not only fome proofs of 
the converfe of fpirits, but alfo of the fecret commu- 
nications they are fuppofed to have with thofe that 
have not palled through the gloomy vale of death. 

As in thefe many anxieties of mind, the care of 
my prefervation put a period to all inventions and 
contrivances, either for future accommodations or 
conveniencies ; fo I never cared to drive a nail, chop 
a flick, fire a gun, or make a fire, left either the noife 
lliould be heardor the fmoke difcover me: And, 
upon this account, I ufed to burn my earthen ware 
privately in a cave which I found in the wood, and 
which I made convenient for that purpofe: But the 
principal caufe that firft brought me here was to 
make charcoal, fo that I might bake and drels my 
bread and meat, without any danger. While I was 
cutting down fome wood for this purpofe, I percei- 
ved a cavity behind a very thick branch of under- 
wood. Curious to look into it, I attained its mouth, 
and perceived it fufficient for me to ftand upright in 
it. But when I had entered and took a further view, 
t wo rolling fhining eyes, like flaming ftars, feemed 

v to dart themfelves at me, fo that I made all the hafte 
cut that I could, as not knowing whether it was the 
Devil or a monfter that had taken his refidence in 
that place. But when I recovered from my furprize, 
I called myfelf a thoufand fools, for being afraid to 
fee the Devil one moment, who had now lived al- 
rnoft twenty years in the moft retired folitude: 

- And therefore, rcfuming all the courage I had, 1 
tonk up a flaming firebrand, and in I rufhed again ; 
when not having proceeded above three fteps, f 
was more affrighted-than before; for then I heard 
a very loud ugh, like that of a human creature ih 
the greateft agony, fueceeded with a broken noife, 

refembling 
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refcmbling words half exprelTed, and then a broken 
ligh again. Stepping back, Lord ! (thought I to 
myielf) where am I got ? Into what enchanted place 
have I plunged myfelf, fuch as are reported to con- 
tain miferable captives, till death puts an end to their 
forrow ; and indeed fuch a great amazement was I 
in, that it ftruck me with a cold fweat; and had my 
hat been on my head, I believe my hair would have 
moved it off. But again, encouraging myfelf with 
the hopes of God’s protection, I proceeded forward, 
and, by the light of my firebrand, perceived it to be 
a monftrous he-goat, lying on the ground gafping 
for life, and dying of mere old age. When at firft I 
flirred him, thinking to drive him out, the poor an- 
cient creature drove to get upon his feet, but was not 
able ; fo I e’en let him lie ftill, to affright the fa- 
vages, fhould they venture into this cave. In the 
mean time I looked round me, and found the place 
but fmall and fhapelefs ; at the further fide of it I 
perceived a fort of an entrance, yet lo low as mult 
oblige me to creep on my hands and knees to it; 
when, having no candle, I fufpended my enterprize 
till the next day, and then I came provided with fix 
large ones of my own making. 

When upon my hands and feet I had crept through 
the ftrait, I found the roof role higher up, I think, 
about twenty feet: But furely mortal never faw fuch 
a glorious fight in this ifland before! The' roof and 
walls of this cave reflefteda hundred thoufand lights 
to me from my two candles, as though they were 
indented in with fhining gold, precious ftones, or 
fparlding diamonds. And indeed it was the moft 
delightful cavity or grotto, of its kind, that could be 
defired, though entirely dark : The floor was dry 
and level, and had a kind of gravel upon it; no 
naufeous venomous creature to be feen there, nei- 
ther any damp or wet about it: I could find no 
fault but in the entrance, which I thought might be 

H 3 very. 
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\vry neceflary for n1-v defence, and therefore v/as re- 
ii Ived to make this place my moft principal maga- 
j.',ne. I brought hither two fowling-pieces and three 
nuifkets, leaving only five pieces at my caftle, plant- 
ed in the nature of cannon. In a barrel of gun- 
powder, which I took out of the fea, I brought a- 
ivay about fixty pounds of good powder, which was 
not damaged ; and thefe, with a great quantity of 
lead for bullets, 1 removed from my caftle to this re- 
treat, now fortified both by art and nature. 

Surelv ft is no wonder, if at this time I thought 
myfelf like one of the giants of old, who were laid to 
live in caves and holes among the rocks, inaccelliole 
to anv but themfelves, or, at leaft, moft dangerous to 
attempt. So that now I defpifed both the cunning 
and ftrength of the favages, either to find me out or 
to hurt me. 

But I mu ft not forget the old goat, who caufed my 
late dreadful amazement : The poor creature gave 
no the .ghoft- the day after my-difeovery •, and it 
being difficult to drag him out, I dug his grave, and 
honourably entombed him in the fame place where 
he departed, with as much ceremony as any 
jr at has been interred about the high mountain 
Jrenmentmure. 

I think 1 was now in the twenty-third year of my 
i eign, and much eafier were my thoughts than for- 

' merly; contriving feveral pretty amufements and di- 
verlions, to pafs away the time in a pkafant manner. 
Bv this time my pretty Poll had learnt to fpeak Eng- 
i(;K and pronounce his words very articulately and 
plain : fo that lor many hours we tiled to chat toge- 
ther after a very familiar manner, and he lived with 
me no lefs than twentyTfix'years : My dog, who was 
nineteen years old, fixteen years of which he lived 
r .ih me, died of mere old age: As for my cats, 
i icy multiplied lb faft that I was forced to kill or 
tiive them into the woods, except two or three 

vliidi 
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which became my particular favourites. Belidts 
thefe, I continually kept two or three houfehold kids 
about me which I did learn to,feed out of my hand, 
and two more parrots which would talk indifferently, 
and call Robinjbn Cnfoe, but not fo excellent as the 
ffrft, as not taking that pains with them. Several 
fea fowls I had alfo, which having wounded, I cut 
their wiog, and growing tame, they ufed to breed 
among the low trees about my caftle walls ; all which 
were very agreeablb to me. 

But what unforefeen events fuddenly deftroy the 
enjoyments of this uncertain hate of lifej when we 
leaft expect them ! it was now the month of Decem- 
ber, in the Southren folftice, and particular time of 
my harveft, which required my attendance in the 
fields; when going out pretty early one morning, 
before it was day-light, there appeared to me, from 
the fea fhore, a ilaming light, about two miles from 
me at the eaft end of the ifland, where I had ob- 
ferved fome favages had been, as before, but not on 
the other fide ; but to my great affliffion, it was on 
my fide of the ifland. 

Struck with a terrible furprife, and my ufual ap- 
preh nfions that the favages would perceive my im- 
provunents, I returned directly to* my caftle, pulled 
up the ladder after me, making all things look as 
wild and natural as poflibly I could. In the next 
place I put myfelf in a pofture of defence, by loading 
my mulkets and piftols, and committing myfelf to 
God’s protection, refolving to defend myfelf till my 
lateft breath. After two hours fpace, impatient for 
intelligence, I fet my ladder up to the fide of the 
hill where there was a flat place ; and then pulling 
the ladder after me, afeended the top, where, laying 
myfelf on my belly, with my peri’pective glai's I 
perceived no lefs than nine naked favages, fitting 
round a fmall fire, eating, as I fuppofed, human 
lie in, with their two canoes haled upon Ihore, wait- 
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ing for the flood to carry them off again. You can- 
not eafily exprefs the confternation I was in at this 
fight, efpecially feeing them near me ; but when I per- 
ceived their coming mull; be always with the current of 
the ebb, I became more eafy in my thoughts, being 
very fully convinced, that I might go abroad with fe- 
curity all the time of flood, if they were not before 
landed. And indeed this proved juft as I imagined ; 
for no fooner did they ail take boat, and paddle away, 
but the tide made northweft. Before they went 
off, they danced, making ridiculous poftures and 
geftures, for above an hour, all ftark naked, but 
whether men or women, or both, I could not per- 
ceive. When I law them gone I took two guns upon 
my fhoulders, and placing a couple of piftols in my 
belt, with my great fword hanging by my fide, I 
went to the hill where at firft I made a difcovcry 
of thefe cannibals, and then faw there had been three 
canoes more of the favages on Chore at that place, 
which, with the reft, were making over to the main 
land. 

But nothing could be more horrid to me, when go- 
ing to the place of facrif.ce, the blood, the bones, 
and other mangled parts of human bodies, appeared in 
my fight; and Co, fired with indignation, I was fully 
relolved to be revenged of the firft that came there, 
tho’ I loft my life in the execution. It then appeared 
to me that the vifits which they made to this ifland 
were not very frequent, it being fifteen months before 
they came again •, all this time I was very uneafy, 
by reafon of the difmal apprehenfions I had of their 
furprifing me unawares ; nor dared I offer to fire a 
gun on that fide of the iffiind where they ufed to ap- 
pear, left taking the alarm, the favages might return 
with many hundred canoes, and then God knows 
in what manner I Ihould have made my end : And 
thus I was a year or more, before I ever faw any of 
thefe devouring cannibals again. 

But 
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But to wave this, the following accident, which 
demands attention, fdr a while eluded the force 
of my thoughts in revenging myfclf on thole hea- 
thens. 

It was the 16th of May (according to my wooden 
kalendar) that the wind blew exceeding hard, accom- 
panied with abundance of lightning and thunder all 
that day, and fucceeded by a very flormy night. 
What occafioned this I could not imagine ; but as 
the feeming anger of the heavens made me have re- 
courfe to the Bible, whilft I was ferioufly pondering 
upon it, I was fuddenly alarmed with the noife of a 
gun, which I conjectured wras fired upon the ocean. 
Such an unufual furprize made rfte ftart up in a mi- 
nute, when, with my ladder, afeending the moun- 
tain as before, that very moment a flafh of fire pre- 
faged the report of another gun, which I prefently 
heard, and found it was from that part of the ft a 
where the current drove me away. I could not then 
think otherwife but that this muft be a fhip in dif- 
trefs, and that thefe were the melancholy fignals for 
a fpeedy deliverance. Indeed, great was my lorrow, 
upon this occafion, but altogether vain and fruitlefs. 
However, I brought together all the dry wood that 
was at hand, and making a handfome pile fet it on 
fire on the hill. Certain it was, that they plainly 
perceived it by their firing another gun, as foon as 
it began to blaze, and after that feveral more from the 
fame quarter. All the night long' did I keep up this 
fire ; and when the air cleared up, I perceived fome- 
thing a great way at fea directly enft, but could not 
diftinguilh what it was, even with my glafs, by rca- 
fon the weather was fo very foggy out at fea. How- 
ever, kee'ping my eyes direflly fixt upon it, and per- 
ceiving it nqt to ftir, I prefently concluded it muft be 
a fhip at anchor; and fo very hafty I was to be fa- 
tisfied, that taking my gun, I went to the fouth-eaft 

part 
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part of the ifland, to the fame rocks where I had been 
formerly drove away by the current; in which time 
the weather being perfectly cleared up, to my great 
fbrrow, I perceived the wreck of a fhip caft away 
upon thefe hidden rocks, which I found when I was 
out with my beat; and which, by making a kind of 
an eddy, were the occalion of my prefervation. 

Thus, what is one man’s fafety, is another’s ruin : 
For undoubtedly this fhip had been driven on them 
in the night, the wind blowing firrong at E. N. E. 
Now, had they perceived the ifland, as I could not 
imagine they did, certainly, indead of firing their 
guns for help, they might rather have ventured in 
their boat, and faved themfelves that way. Then I 
thought, that perhaps they had done fo, upon feeing 
my fire, and were 'cafl: away in the attempt; for I 
perceived no boat in the fhip. Again, I imagined, 
that perhaps they had another veflel in company, 
which, upon fignal, faved their lives, and took the 
boat up : Or hilly, that the boat might be driven 
into the main ocean, where thefe poor creatures 
might be in the moft miferable condition. But as all 
thefe conjeiSlures were very uncertain, I could do 
no more than commiferate their diftrefs, and thank 
God for delivering me, in particular, when fo many 
perifhed in the raging ocean. 

When I confidered ferioufly every thing concern- 
ing this wreck, I could perceive no room to fuppofe 
any of them faved : I cannot explain, by any pofiible 
force of words, what longings my foul ielt upon tins 
fight, often breaking out in this manner : Oh ! that 
there had been but two or three, nay even one perfon 
faved, that we might have lived together, converfed 
with and comforted one another ! And lo much were 
my defires moved, that when 1 repeated thefe words. 
Oh ! that there had been but one! My hands would 
fo clench together, and my fingers prefs the palms of 
my hands fo dole, that had any foft thing been be- 
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tween, they would have crufhed it involuntarily, 
while my teeth would firike together, and fet againft 
each other fo ftrong, that it required fome time for 
me to part them. 

Till the laft year of my being in this ifland, I ne- 
ver knew if any had been faved out of this fhip or 
not; and had only the affliftion fome time after, to 
fee the corpfe of a drowned boy come on fhore, at the 
end of the ifland which was next the fhipwreck : 
There was nothing on him but a feaman’s waiftcoat, 
a pair of open-knee’d linen drawers, and a blue 
linen fliirt •, but no particular mark to guefs what 
nation he was of. In his pocket were two pieces of 
eight and a tobacco-pipe, the laft of which I pre- 
ferred much more than I did the firft. And now the 
calmnefs of the fea tempted me to venture out in my 
boat to this wreck, not only to get fomething necel- 
fary out of the fhip, but perhaps fome living creature 
might be on board, whofe life I might preferve. This 
had fuch an influence upon my mind, that imme- 
diately I went home, and prepared every thing necef- 
fary for the voyage, carrying on board my boat pro- 
vilions of all forts, with a good quantity of rum, frefh 
water, and a compafs. So putting off, I paddled the 
canoe along the fhore, till 1 came at laft to the N. E. 
part of the ifland, from whence I was to launch into 
the ocean ; but here the currents run fo violently, 
and appeared fo terrible, that my heart began to fail 
me; forefeeing that if I was driven into any of thefe 
currents, I might be carried not only out of the 
reach or fight of the ifland, but even inevitably loft, 
in the boiling furges of the ocean. 

So opprefled was I at thefe troubles, that I gave 
over my enterprize, failing to a little creek on the 
fhore, where ftepping out, I fat me down on a rifing 
hill, very penfive and thoughtful. I then perceived, 
that the tide was turned, and the flood came on, winch 
made it impraclicable for me to go cut for fo many 

hours 
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hours. To be more .certain how the fets of the 
tides or currents lay when the flood came in, I af- 
cended a higher piece of ground, which overlooked 
the fea both ways, and here I found, that as the 
current of the ebb fet out clofe by the fouth point 
of the ifland, fo the current of the flood fet in dole 
by the fliore of the north fide ; and all that I had to 
do was to keep to the north of the ifland in my 
return. 

That night I repofed myfelf in my canoe, covered 
with my watch-coat inftead of a blanket, the hea- 
vens being my teller. I fet out with the firft of the 
tide full north, till I felt the benefit of the current, 
which carried me at a great rate eafhvard, yet not 
with fuch impetuofity as before, as to take from me 
all government of my canoe; fo that in two hours 
time I came up to the wreck, which appeared to me 
in a moll melancholy manner. It feemed to be a 
Spanijh velTel by its buildings, (luck fall between two 
rocks ; her Hern and quarters beaten to pieces with 
the fea ; her main-mall and fore-mall were brought 
off by the board ; as much as to fay, broken flaort 
off. As I approached nearer, I perceived a dog on 
board, who perceiving me coming, yelped and cried, 
and no fooner did I call him, but the poor creature 
jumped into the fea, out of which I took him al- 
moft famifhed with hunger and thirfl: So that when 
I uave him a cake of bread, no ravenous wolf could 
devour it more greedily; and he drank to that de- 
gree of frefla water, that he would have burft himfelf 
had I fuffered him. 

The firft fight I met with in the Chip, were two 
men drowned in the cook-room or fore-callle, en- 
clofed.in one another’s arms : Hence I very probably 
fuppofed, that when the veffel llruck in the ftorm, 
fo high and inceffantly did the waters break in, and 
over "her, that the men, not being able to bear it, 
were ftrangled by the conftant ruiliing in of the 

waves. 
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\raves. There were feveral calks of liquor, whe- 
ther wine or brandy, I could not be pofitive, which 
lay in the lower hold, as were plainly preceptibleby 
the ebbing out of the water, yet were too large for 
me to pretend to meddle with : Likewife I perceived 
feveral chefts, which I thought might belong to the 
ieamen ; two of them 1 got into my boat, without 
examining what were in them. Now had the Bern 
of the Ihip been fixed, and the fore-part broken 
off, certain I am I Ihould have made a very pros- 
perous voyage ; fince by what I after found in thefe 
two chefts, I could not otherwife conclude, but that 
the fhip muff have abundance of wealth on board : 
Nay, if I muft guefs by the courfe fhe fleered, fhq 
muff have been bound from the Buenos Ayres, or the 
R to de la Plata, in the fouthern part of America, be- 
yond the Brafils, to the Havanah, in the gulph of 
f/lexica, and fo perhaps to Spain. What became of 
the reft of her failors I could not certainly tell ; and 
all her riches fignified nothing at that time to anv 
body. 

Searching farther, I found a cafk, containing about 
twenty gallons, full of liquor, which with fome la- 
bour I got into my boat : In a cabin were fevcral 
mufkets, which I let remain there, but took away 
with me a great powder-horn, with about four pounds' 
of powder in it; I took alfo a fire-ftiovel and tongsy 
two brafs kettles, a copper pot to make chocolate, 
and a gridiron, all which were extremely nectiTarv 
to me, efpecially the fire fliovel and tongs. And 
fo with this cargo, accompanied with my do;r, I 
came away, the tide ferving for that purpcfe*, and 
the fame evening, about an hour within night, 
I attained the ifland, after the greateft toil and fa- 
tigue imaginable. 

That night I repofed my wearied limbs in the 
boat, refolving the next morning to harbour what 
1 had gotten in my new found Subterraneous grojto, 

1 I and 
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ami not carry my cargo home to my antient cafHe. 
When I had refrefhed myfelf, and got all my effects 
on Ihore, I proceeded to examine the particulars: 
And i'o tapping the cafk, I found the liquor to be a 
kind of rum, but not like what we had at the 
ror indeed near fo good. At the opening of the 
clieft feveral things appeared very ufeful to me : For 
inftance, I found in one a very fine cafe of bottles, 
containing the fineft and beft forts of cordial waters : 
Each bottle held about three pints, curioufly tipt 
with filver. I found alfo two pots full of the choiceft 
fweet-meats, and two more which the water had ut- 
terly fpoiled. There were like wife feveral good 
fhirts, exceedingly welcome to me, and about a dozen 
and a half of linen white handkerchiefs and coloured 
neckcloths, the former of which were abfblutely ne- 
ceffray for wiping my face in a hot day ; and in the 
till, I found three bags of pieces of eight, abou? 
eleven hundred in all; in one of which, decently 
wrapt up in a piece of paper, rvere fix doubloons of 
gold, and fome finall bars and wedges of the fame 
metal, which I believe might weigh near a pound. 
In the other cheft, which I guefied to belong to the 
gunner’s mate, by the mean circumftances that at- 
tended it, I only found fome cloaths of very little 
value, except about two pounds of fine glazed pow- 
der, in three flafks, kept, as I believe, for charging 
their fowling-pieces on any occafion. So that on 
the whole, I had no great advantage by this voyage : 
The money indeed was as mere dirt to me, ufelefs 
and unprofitable, all which I would have freelyparted 
with for two or three EnglijJj pair of fhoes and ftock- 
ings ; things that for many years I had not worn ; 
except lately thofe which I had taken off the feet of 
thofe unfortunate men I found drowned in the wreck, 
yet not fo good as Ettglifh fhoes, either for eafe or 
fervice: And having found in the feamen’s cheft 
about fifty pieces of eight in rials, but no gold, I 
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fuppofe what I took from the firft belonged to an 
oflicer, to whom this feemed to have a much inferior 
perfon for its owner. Well, the money, as defpicable 
as it feemed, I likewife lugged to my, cave, laying 
it up fecurely as I did the re/t of my cargo. After I 
had done all this, I returned back to my boat, rowing 
or paddling her along till I came to my old harbour, 
where I carefully laid her up, and fo made the belt 
of my way to my cattle. When I arrived there, every 
thing feemed quiet and fafe ; fo that now my only 
buhnefs, was to repofe myfelf after my wonted man- 
tier, and take care of my domeftic affairs. But 
though I might have lived very eafy, as wanting for 
nothing atfolutely needful, yet ffill 1 was more vigi- 
lant than ui'ual on account of the lavages, never going 
much abroad ; or if I did, it was to the call part of 
the illand, where I was well allured that the lavages 
never came, and where I might not be troubled to 
carry that heavy load of weapons for my defence, 
as I was obliged to do if I went the other way. 

Two years did I live in this anxious condition, in 
all which time, contrary to my former refolutions, 
my head was filled with nothing but projects and de- 
figns how I might efcape from this ifland : And fo 
much were my wandering thoughts bent on a ram- 
bling difpofition, that had I the fame boat I went 
from Sallee in, I Ihould have ventured once more 
to the uncertainty of the raging ocean. 

But certainly I was an unhappy infiance of that 
part of mankind, who make themfelves wretched by 
their difTatisfaffion with the ftation which God has 
placed them in : For not to take a review of my pri- 
mitive condition, and my father’s excellent advice, 
the contrary to which was, as I may fay, my origi- 
nal fin, my following miftakes cf the fame nature 
had been the means of my prefent unhappy ftation. 
What bufinefs had I to leave a fettled fortune, and 
well flocked plantation, improving and increafing, 

I 2 where 
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where by this time I might have been worth a hnn- 
dred thoufand moidores, to turn fupercargo to 
Guinea, to fetch Negroes, when time and patience 
would have fo much enlarged our ftock at home, as 
to be able to employ thofe whofe more immediate 
bufinefs it was to fetch them home, even to our 
doors ? 

But as this is commonly the fate of young 
head-, fo a ferious reflection upon the folly of it 
ordinarily attends the exercife of future years, when 
the dear-bought experience of time is fo much re- 
pented of. Thus it was with me at that feafon ; but 
notwithstanding what I had, or might fuffer upon 
thefe occahons, the thoughts of my deliverance 
ran fo ftrongly in my mind, as feemed to check all 
the dictates of my poor reafon and philofophy. And 
now to ulher my kind reader, with greater pleafure 
to the remaining part of my relations, I flatter my- 
felf it will not be taken amifs to give him an account 
of my iirft conceptions on the manner of efcaping, 
and upon what foundation I laid out my fooliih 
fchemes. 

I muft now fuppofe myfelf retired to my caftle af- 
ter my late voyage to the ihip, my frigate laid up 
and fecured, as ufual, and my condition in the 
fame manner as before, except being richer : Tho’ I 
had as little occaflon for riches as the Indians of Peru 
had ler gold,'before the cruel Spaniards came among 
them. One night in March, being the rainy feafon, 
in the four and twentieth year of this my folitude, I 
was lying on my bed awake, very well in health, with- 
out diAemper, pain, or uncommon uneafinefs, either 
of body or mind ; yet few all this, I could not com- 
pofe myself to fleep the night long. All this tedious 
while, it is impoflible to exprefs what innumerable 
thoughts came into my head: I traced quite over the 
whole hiflory of my life in miniature, from my ut- 
moft remembrance of things till I came to this ifland; 
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and then proceeded to examine every acHon and paf- 
fage that had occurred fince I had taken poileflion 
of my kingdom. In my reflections upon the latter 
I was comparing my happy poirure of affairs in the 
beginning of my reign, to this life of anxiety, fear, 
and concern, fince 1 difcovered the print of a foot 
in the fand ; that while I continued free without no- 
tions, I was capable of forming any dreadful ap- 
preheniions; tho’ I ought rather to be thankful for 
the knowledge of my danger, fince then it was the 
greateft happinefs to have fufficien- time to provide 
againft it: How ftupendous is the gdodnefs of Pro- 
vidence, which fet fuch narrow bounds to the fight 
and knowledge of human nature, that while men 
walk in the midfl: of fo many dangers, they are 
kept ferene and calm, by having the event of things 
hid from their eyes, and knowing nothing at all of 
thofe many dangers that furround them, till perhaps 
they are difilpated and vanifhed quite away. 

When 1 came more particularly to confider of 
the real danger I had for fo many years efcaped ; how 
I had walked about in the greateftfecurity and tran- 
quillity at a time, perhaps, when even nothing but 
the brow of a hill, a great tree, or the common ap- 
proach of night, had only interpofed between me and 
the deftrudtive hands of the cannibals, who would 
devour me with as good an appetite as I would a pi- 
geon or curleu : Surely all this, I fay, could not 
but make me fincerely thankful to my great Prefer- 
ver, whofe lingular protection I acknowledged with 
the greateft humility, and without which I muff in- 
evitably have fallen into the cruel hands of thefe de- 
vourers. 

Thus having difeufled thefe thoughts in the clear- 
ed: manner, according to my weak underftanding, I 
next proceeded to confider the wretched nature of 
thefe deftroying favages, by feeming, tho’with great 
reverence, to enquire why God fhould give up any 
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of his creatures to fuch inhumanity, even to bruta- 
lity itfelf, to devour its own kind ? But as this was 
rather matter of abftrufe fpeculation, it better became 
me to enquire, what part of the world thefe wretches 
lived in ; how far off the coaft was from whence they 
came; why they ventured over fo far from home ; 
what kind of boats conveyed them hither ; and why 
I could not order myfelf and my buiinefs fo, that I 
might be as able to attain their country, as they were 
to come to my kingdom ? 

Never had I the leaf! thoughts how I fhould ma- 
nage myfelf when I came thither; what would become 
of me if I fell into the hands of the favages ; or how 
I fhould efcape from them if they made an attempt 
upon me. And fuppofing I fhould fall into their 
power, what could I do for provifion, or which way 
fhould I bend my courfe ? Now tho’thefe things did 
exprefs thegreateft horror and confufion imaginable, 
yet frill I looked upon my prefent condition the moft 
miferable that poffibly could be, and that nothing 
could be woffe except death. For (thought I) could I 
but attain the fhore of the main, I might perhaps 
meet with fome relief, or coaft it along, as 1 did with 
my boy Xury on the African fhore, till I came to 
feme inhabited country, where I might meet with 
fome relief, or fall in with fome Chriftain flrip that 
might take me in; and 'if I failed, why then I could 
but meet with death, which would put an end to all 
my miieries. But yet I muft here note, that all this 
was the fruit of a diftempered mind, an impatient 
temper, made defperate, as it were, by long conti- 
nuance of the troubles and the difappointments 1 had 
met with in the wreck, where I hoped to have found 
fome living perfon to fpeak to, by whom I might have 
known in what place I was, and of the probable means 
of my deliverance. Thus, while my thoughts were a- 
gitated, my refignation to the will of heaven was en- 
tirely Impended; fo that I had no power to fix my mind 

to 
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to any thing but the project of a voyage to the 
main. And indeed fo much was I inflamed upon this 
account, that it fet my blood into a ferment, and 
my pulfe beat high as tho’ I had been in a fever ; till- 
nature being, as it were, fatigued and exhaufted with 
the very thoughts of it, made me fubmit myfelf to a 
fllent repofe. 

Certainly it is very ftrange, that I did not dream of 
what I was fo intent upon; but inftead of which, 
my mind roved on a quite ditrerent thing, altogether 
foreign to it. I dreamt, that as I was ifluing from 
my caftle one morning, as cuftomary, I perceived up- 
on the fhore two canoes, and eleven lavages coming to 
land, who had brought with them another Indiant 

whom they defigned to make a facrifice of, in order 
to devour : But juft as they were going to give the fa- 
tal blow', methought the poor defigned victim jumpt 
away, and ran direffly into a little thick grove be- 
fore my fortification, to abfeond from his enemies; 
when perceiving that the others did not follow him 
that way, I appeared to him ; that he humbly kneeled 
down before me, feeming to pray for my afliftance ; 
upon whichlfliewed him my ladder,made him afeend, 
carried him to my cave, and he became my fervant; 
and when I had gotten this man, I faid to myfelf, now 
furely I may have fome hopes to attain the main land ; 
for this fellow will ferve me as a pilot, tell me what 
to do, and where I mufi go for proviflons •, what places 
to ffiun, what to venture to, and what to ei'eape. 
But when I awaked, and found all thefe inexpreilible 
impreffions of joy entirely vanifhed, 1 fell into the 
greateft dejection of fpirits imaginable. 

et after all, I made this concluflon, that.my oniv 
way of efcaping was to get a favage ; and alter I had 
ventured my life to deliver him from the bloody jaws 
of his devourers, the natural fenfe he might have of 
fuch a prefervation might infpire him with a lafting 
gratitude and moft finccre affection. But then tins 

~ objection 
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objection reafonably intcrpofed : How can I effect this 
(thought I) without I attack a whole caravan of them, 
and kill them all ? Why Ihould I proceed on fuch a 
defperate attempt, which before my fcruples had fug- 
gefted to me were unlawful, and made my heart 
tremble at the thoughts of fo much blood, though it 
were a means to procure my deliverance ! And tho’ 
I might, according to my reafon, fuppofe that thefe 
men were the real enemies to my life, and would de- 
vour me, was it in their power, fo that it wras felf- 
prefervation in the higheft degree, to free myfelf from 
this dread of life, by adting in my own defence, as 
if they were actually affaulting me : Though all thefe 
things, I fay, feemed to me to be of the greateft 
weight; yet, as I juft faid before, the dreadful 
thoughts of fhedding human blood, ftruck fuch a 
ierror to my foul that it wras a long time before I 
could reconcile myfelf. 

But how far will the ardency of defire prompt us 
on ? For notvvithftanding the many difputes and per- 
plexities I had with myfelf about it, right or wrong, 
I was refolved to get one of thefe favages into my 
hands, let it coft what it would, or lofe my life-in 
the attempt. Thus infpired with a firm refolution, 
all my wits w'ere at work, in the next place, to find 
out what methods I ihould take to anfwer my defign ; 
and this indeed wras very difficult to refolve on. Since 
then I could not pitch upon any probable means for 
it, I refolyed continually to be in a vigilant pofture, to 
perceive when the favages came on fhore, and fo leave 
the reft to the event, let the opportunities offer as 
they would. 

Such was my fixed refolution, and accordingly I 
fet myfelf upon the fcout as often as I could, till 
fuch time as I was heartily tired of it. I waited for 
above a year and a half, the greateif part of which 
time I went out to the weft end, and fouth vveft corner 
of the ifland, almoft every day to feek for canoes, but 

.' - none 
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none appeared. This was a very great difcouragement, 
at which I was very much concerned ; yet never did 
this wear off the edge of my defire to the thing ; 
but the longer it feemed to be delayed, the more eager 
I was for it : In a word, I was never at firfi: fo careful 
to fhun the loathed fight of thefe favages, as I was now 
eager to be upon them. Befid.es,-1 thought mylclf 
fufficiently able to manage one, two, or three favages, 
if I had them, fo as to make them my entire {laves, 
to do whatfoever I fhould direft them, and prevent 
their being able at any time of doing me a mifchief. 
Many a time did I ufe to pleafe myfelf with this affair, 
with long and ardent expeftations ; but nothing yet 
prefented, all my deep proje&ed fchemes and numer- 
ous fancies vanilhed away, as though while I retained 
thofe thoughts, the decree of Providence was fuch 
that no favages were to come near me. 

It was about a year and a half, that as I was mofi: 
ferioufly mufing of fundry ways how I fhould attain 
my end, one morning early I was very much furprifed 
by feeing no lefs than five canoes all on Ihore toge- 
ther on my fide the iflnnd, and the creatures that be- 
longed to them all landed, and out of my fight. Such 
a number of them difconcerted all my meaffures •, for 
feeing fo many boats, each of which would contain 
fix, and fometimes more, I could not tell what to 
think of it, or how to order my meafures to attack 
tw’enty or thirty men fingle handed : Upon which 
much difcomforted and perplexed, I lay ftiil in my 
caftie ; however I put myfelf in the fame pofture for 
an attack that I had formerly provided againft, and 
was ready to enter upon an engagement, fhould they 
attempt it. But when I had waited a long while,.till 
fuch time as my impatient temper would let me bear it 
no longer, I fet my guns at the foot of my ladder, and 
as ufual afeended up to the top of the hill at two ftages; 
however, handing that my head did not appear above 
the hill, fo that by any means they could not perceive 

me ; 
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me ; and here I obferved, by the affiftance of my per- 
fpedlive glafs, no iefs than thirty in number around a 
fire, feafting upon what meat they had dreiTed : How 
they cooked it, or what it was, I could not then per- 
fectly tell; but they were all dancing and capering 
about the flames, tiling many frightful and barbarous 
geflures. 

But while with a curious eye I was beholding thefe 
wretches, my fpirits funk within me, when I per- 
ceived them drag two miferable creatures from the 
boats to act a-frefh the dreadful tragedy, as I fuppofed 
they had done Before. It was not long before one of 
them fell upon the ground, knocked down as I fup- 
pcfed, with a club, or wooden fword ; for that was 
their manner, while two or three others went imme- 
diately to work, cutting him open for their cookery, 
and then fell to devour him as they had dene the for- 
mer, while the laft unhappy capthe was left by him- 
felf till fuch time as they were ready for him. The 
poor creature looked round him with a wifhful eye, 
trembling at the thoughts of death, yet feeing him- 
felf a little at liberty, nature that very moment as it 
were infpired him with hopes of life, that he itarted 
away from them, and ran with incredible fwiftnefg 
along the fands direfrly to that part of the coafl where 
my ancient and venerable cable flood. 

You may imagine I was dreadfully affrighted upon 
this occafion, when, as I thought, they .pm iued him 
in a whole body, ail runing towards my palace. And 
now indeed I expected that part of my dream '^as 
going to be' fulfilled, and that he would certainly fly 
to my grove for protection ; but for the reft of my 
dream I could depend nothing on it, that the favages 
would purfue him thither and find him there. How- 
ever, my fpirits beginning to recover, I ftill kept upon 
my guard, when I plainly perceived there were but 
three men out of the number that purfued him ; 
and I was infinitely pleafed with, what fwiftnefs 
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the poor creature ran from his purfuers, gaining 
fo much ground of them, that I plainly perceived, 
could he thus hold it for half an hour, there was not 
the lead doubt but he would fave his life from the 
power of his enemies. 

Between them and mycaftle there was a creek, that 
very fame where I failed into with all my effedts from 
the wreck of the fnip, on the deep banks of which I 
very much feared the poor vidtim would be taken, if 
he could not fwim for his efcape: But foon was I out 
of pain for him when he.made nothing of it though 
at full tide; but with an intrepid courage, fpurred 
on by the fenfe of danger, he plunged into the Hood, 
fwimming over in about thirty drokes, and.then land- 
ing, ran with the fame wonderful drength and fwift- 
nefs as before. When the three purfuers came to 
the creek, one of them, whom I perceived could 
not fwim, happily for his part, returned back to his 
company •, while the others with as equal courage, 
but much lefs fwiftnefs, attained the other dde, as 
tho’ they were refolved never to give over their pur- 
fuit. And now, or never, I thought was the time 
for me to procure a fervant, companion, or affidant; 
and that I was decreed by Providence to be the indru- 
ment that fhould fave this poor creature’s life. I im- 
mediately defeended my two ladders with the greated 
expedition, I took up my two guns, which I faid be- 
fore were at the bottom of them; and getting up again 
with the fame had towards the hill, I made nearer the 
fea : In a word, taking a fhort cut down the hill, I in- 
terpofed between the purfuers and the purfued, hal- 
lowing aloud to the latter, who venturing to look back, 

j was no doubt at flrd as much terrified at me as them. 
I beckoned to him with my hand to return back, in 
the mean time dowly advancing towards the purfuers; 
when fuddenly rufhing on the foremod, I knocked 
him down with the dock of my piece, and fud him 
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fiat on the ground. I was very unwilling to fire left 
the reft fliould hear, though at that diftance I quefi- 
tion whether they could or not ; and being out of 
fight of the fmoke, they could not eafily have known 
what to make of it. The other favage feeing his 
fellow fall, ftopt as if he had been amazed, when 
advancing towards him, I could perceive him take 
his bow from his back, and fixing an arrow to it, was 
preparing to {hoot at me, and without dilpute might 
have lodged the arrow in my breaft, had I given him 
leave; but in this abfolutely neceflary caufe of felf- 
prefervation, I immediately fired at him, and fhot 
him dead, juft as his hand was going to draw the 
fatal firing. All this while the lavage who had fled 
before, flood ftill, had the fatisfaclion to fee his ene- 
mies fall, or killed as he thought, who defigned to 
take away his life : So affrighted was he with the fire 
and noife of my piece, that he flood as it were like 
Xs/’swife, fixtand immovable, withoutfenfe, andwith- 
out motion. This made me hallow to him again, ma- 
king the plaineft figns I could to him to draw nearer: 
I perceived he underftood thefe tokens, by his ap- 
proaching to me a little way, \hen, as if afraid I 
fhould kill him too, he ftopt again. Several times 
did he advance, and as often ftopt in this manner, till 
coming more to my view, I perceived him trembling, 
as if he was to undergo the fame fate. Upon which 
I looked upon him with a fmiling countenance, and 

^ftill beckoning to him at length he came clofe to me, 
kneeled down, killed the ground, laid his head upon 
it, and taking me by my foot, fet the fame upon his 
head : And this,, as 1 underftood afterwards, was a 
token of fwearing to be my Have for ever. I took 
him up, and making very much of him, encouraged 
him in the bell manner I could. But here my work 
was net vet finifbed ; for I perceived the favage whom 
1 knocked down was not killed, but ftunneT' with 
the blow, and began to come to himfeif. Upon which 
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I pointed to my new fervent, and {hewing him that 
his enemy was not yet expired, he fpoke fome words 
to me, but what I could not underftand; yet being the 
firfi found of a man’s voice I had heard for above thefe 
twenty-five years, they were very pleafing to me. 
But there was no time for reflection now, the wound- 
ed favage recovering himfeif fo far as to fit upon the 
ground, which made my poor prifoner as much afraid 
as before : To put him out of which fear I prefcnted 
my other gun at the man, with an intent to flioot 
him ; but my favage, for fo I muft now call him, 
prevented my firing, by making a motion tome to lend 
him my fword, which hung naked in a belt by my 
fide. No fooner did I grant his requeft, but away 
-he runs to his enemy, and at one blow cut off his 
head, as dextroufly as the n'oft accomplifhed execu- 
tioner in Ge rmany could have done : For it feems thefe 
creatures make ufe of wooden fvvords, made of hard 
wood, which will bear an edge, enough to cut off 
heads and arms at one blow. When this valorous 
exploit was done, he came to me laughing, as a token 
of trihmph, delivered me my fword again with 
abundance of furprifing geftures, laying it along- 
with the bleeding and ghaftly head of the Indian at 
my feet. 

The greatefi: aftonifhment that my new fervant 
conceived was the manner of killingthefavage at fuch 
a diftance without a bow and arrow : And fuch was 
his longing defire to know it, that he firll: pointed to 
the dead creature, and then made figns to me to grant 
him leave to go to him. Upon which I bid him go, 
and as well as I could made him fenfible I granted his 
requeft. But when he came there, how wonderfully 
was he ftricken w'ith amazement! Firfi; he turned him 
on one fide, then on another, wondering he could 
percieve no quantity of blood, he bleeding inwardly: 
And after fufficiently admiring the wound the bullet 
had made in his breaft, he took up his bow and ar- 

K rows, 
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rows, and came back again ; upon which I turned to 
go away,.making many ligns to him to follow, lead: 
the red: miffing their companions, might come in 
purfuit of him. And this I found he underdood very 
well, by his making me underdand that his defign 
was toburythem, that theymight not befeenifit hap- 
pened; and which by figns again I made him fenfible 
I very much approved of. Immediately he fell to 
work, and never was a grave-digger more dexterous 
in the world than he was; for in an indant, as I 
might fay, he fcraped a large hole in the fand with his 
hands fufficient to bury the fird in, there he dragged 
him, and without any ceremony covered him over. 
In like manner he ferved the other : So that I am 
dire no undertaker could be more expert in his bud- 
nefs, for all this was done in lefs than a quarter of 
an hour. I then called him away, and indead of car- 
rying him directly to my cadle at frd, I conveyed 
him to mv cave on the further part of the ifland : 
And fo my dream was not fulfilled in that particular, 
that my grove fhould prove an afylum or fandtuary 
to him. 

Weary and faint, hungry and thirdy, undoubted- 
ly mud this poor creature be, fupported chiefly by 
that vivacity of fpirit, and uncommon tranfports of 
joy, that his deliverance occafioned. Here I gave 
him bread and a bunch of raidns to eat, and tvater 
to drink, ef which feeding very cheerfully, to his 
exceeding refrediment, I made him a convenient bed 
with a parcel of rice draw, and a blanket upon it (a 
bed which I ufed myfelf fomethncs) and then point- 
ing to him made figns for him to lie down to deep, 
upon which the poor creature went to take a welcome 
repol'e. 

Indeed he was a very handfome comely young fel- 
low, extremely well made, with draight long limbs, 
not too large; tall, and well draped ; and, as I could 
reckon, about twenty-fix years of age. His coun- 

tenance 
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tenance ha.d nothing in it fierce and furly, but rather 
a jcrt of majefty in his face; and yet, elpecially when 
he fmiled, he had all the fvceetnefs and foftntfs of an 
European. His hair was not curled like wool, as 
many of the blacks are, but jong and black, with the 
moft beautiful, yet carelefs trefl’es fpreading over his 
fhouldcrs. He had a very high and large forehead, 
with a great vivacity and i’parkling lharpnsfs in his 
eyes. His fkin was not fo tawny as the Virginians-1 

B raft Hans, or other Americans, but rather of a bright 
dun olive colour, that had Ibmething agreeable in it, 
though not very eafy to give a defeription of. His face 
was round and plump, with a fmall nofe, very dif- 
ferent from the flatnefs of the negroes, a pretty fmalt 
mouth, thin lips, fine teeth, very well fet, and 
white as the driven fnow. In a word, fuch hand- 
fbme features, and exaflfymmetry in every part made 
me confider that I had faved the life of an Indian 
prince, no lefs graceful and accomplifhed than the 
great Orocnoko, whefe memorable behaviour, and un- 
happy contingencies of life has charmed the world, 
both to admiration of his perfon, and compaffion to 
his fufferings. 

But let him be either prince or peafant, all my hap- 
pmeis centered in this, that I had now got a good fer- 
vant, or companion, to whom, as he deferved, I was 
refolved to prove a kind mafter, and lafling friend. 
He had not, I think, flept above an hour, when he 
awakened again, and while I was milking my goats 
hard by, out he run, from the cave towards mein my 
enclofure, and laying himfeif down on the ground in 
the loweft proftration, made all the antic geftures 
imaginable, to exprefs his thankfulnefs to me forbeing 
his deliverer. I confefs, though the manner of his 
behaviour feemed to be ludicrous enough to occafion 
laughter; yet I was very much moved at his affeffion, 
fo that my heart melted within me, fearing he 
might die away in excefs of joy, like reprieved male- 
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factors ; ar.d tlxen I was incapable either to let him 
blood, or adnxinifter phyfic. And I with many 
Chriftians would take example by this heathen, to 
have a lading remembrance of thofe great benefits 
and deliverances they have received, by the kind me- 
diation and powerful interpofition of their benefac- 
tors and deliverers : Ahd I fhould be glad alfo if I had 
no occafion to blame many, who, inllead of thank- 
fully acknowledging thefe kind of favours and bene- 
fits, rather abuf’e and contemn thofe who have been 
the principal inftruments to fave them from de- 
dr uftion. 

But leaving thofe very juft reflections, I muft re- 
turn to the objeCtthatoccaiioned them: For my man, 
to conclude the laft ceremony of obedience, laid down 
his head again on the ground, clofe to my foot, and 
fet my other foot upon his head, as he had done be- 
fore, making all the ligns of 1'ubjeCtion, fervitude and 
fubmiflion imaginable, to let me underftand he 
would ferve me as long as his life endured. As I un- 
derftood him In many things,! made him fenfible I was 
very welljjleafed with him ; and in a little time I began 
to fpeak to him,and learn him how to talk to me again. 
In the firft place I made him to underftand his name 
to be Friday, becaufe it was on that day I faved his 
life. Then I taught him to lay Majier, which I made 
him fenfible was to be my name. I likewife learned 
him to lay yes and no, and to know what they meant. 
I- gave him fome milk in an earthen pot, making him 
view me while I drank it before him, and foaked my 
bread in it; and I gave him a cake of bread, cau- 
ling him to do the like, to which he readily conlcnt- 
ed, making ftgns of the greateft fatisfaClion imagin- 
able. 

Ail that night did I keep him there, but no fooner 
did the morning light appear, than I ordered him 
to arife and come along with me, with certain tokens 
that I would give him fome deaths like mine; at 

which 
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which he Teemed very glad, as being ftark naked, not 
To much as any thing to cover what ought to be con- 
cealed. As we palled by the place where the two 
men had been interred, my man pointed direRly to 
their graves, Thewing me the marks that he had made 
to find them again ; giving me to underftand by figns 
that he Ihould dig them up and devour them : Upon 
which I appeared extremely difpleafed, exprefled mv 
utmofl abhorrence, made as if I would vomit at the 
apprehenfions of it, beckoning him with my hand to 
come away, which he did with the greateft reverence 
and fubmiflion. After this 1 conducted him to the 
top of the hill, to view' if the reft of the favages were 
yet remaining there ; but when I looked through my 
perfpeiftive glali, I could lee no appearance of them, 
nor of their canoes, To that it was very evident they 
never minded their deceafed companions whom we 
had {lain, which if they had, they would Timely have 
fearched for, Or left one boat behind for them to 
follow, after they returned from their purTuit. 

But ftill my curiofity and defire of fatisfaflion ani- 
mating my fpirit with frefh courage, I took my man 
Friday with me, putting a Tword into his hand, with 
the bow and arrows at his back, which I perceived 
he could uTe very dexteroufly, caufibg him to carry 
one gun for me, and I two for mylclf; and thus 
equipped againft all attacks, away we marched direct- 
ly to the place of their bloody entertainment. But 
when I came there, I was ftruck with the utmoft hor- 
ror at fo dreadful a fpeclacle ; whilft Friday indeed 
was no way concerned about it; being no doubt, in 
his turn, one of thefe devourers. Here lay feveral 
human bones, there feveral pieces of mangled flefh, 
half eaten, mangled and fcorched : Whilft ftreanis of 
blood ran promifcuoufl/ as waters from a fountain. 
As I was inufing on this dreadful fight, Friday took all 
the pains he could, by particular figns, to make me un- 
derftand, that they had brought o /or four prifoners to 
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feaft upon, three of whom they had eaten, and 
that he was the fourth, pointing to himfelf: That 
there having been a bloody battle between them and 
his great king, in the juft defence of whom he was 
taken prifoner, with many others ; all of thefe were 
carried to feveral places to be devoured by their con- 
querors, and that it was his misfortune.to be brought 
hither by thefe wretches for the fame purpofe. 

After I was made fenfible of thefe things, I caufed 
Friday to gather thofe horrid remains, and lay them 
together upon a heap, which I ordered to be fet on 
fire, and fo burnt them to afhes : Still 1 found my 
man retained the nature of a cannibal, having a 
hankering fiomach after fome of the flefh : ButTuch 
an extreme abhorrence did I exprefs at the leaft ap- 
pearance of it, that he durfl not but conceal it; for 
1 made him very fenlible that if he offered any fuch 
tiling I would certainly Ihoot him. 

All this being done, I carried my man with me to 
my caftlc ; and then I gave him a pair of linen 
dra wers, which I had taken out of the poor gunner’s 
cheft before-mentioned ; and which, with a little al- 
teration, fitted him very well: In the next place I 
made him a jerkin of goat’s-fkin, fuch as my fkill 
was able to manage, thoT thought myfelf then a to- 
lerable good tailor. I gave him alfo a cap, which 
I made r.f a hare-fkin, very convenient and fafhion- 
able. Thus being cloathed tolerably well, my man 
was no lefs proud of his habit than I was in feeing 
him in it. Indeed he went very aukwardly in thefe 
things at firft, the drawers being too heavy on his 
thighs, not ufed to wear any weight, and the fleeves 
of the vvaiftcoat galled his fhoulders, and the infide 
of his arms ; but by a little ealing where he complain- 
ed they hurt him, and by ufing himfelf to them, at 
length he took to them very well. 

My next concern was where I fhould lodge him ; 
and that I might do very well by him, and yet be per- 
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feccly eafy myl’elf, 1 creeled a tent for him in the va- 
cant place between my two fortifications, in the ia- 
lide of the laft, and outfide of the firtt: And as 
there was an entrance or door in my cave, I made 
a formal framed door-cafe, and a door to open on 
the infide. I barred it up in the night time, taking 
in my ladders too ; fo that was my man to prove 
treacherous, there would be no way to come at me in 
the infide of my innermoft wall, without making fo 
much noife in getting over, that it muft needs waken 
me ; for my firft wall had now a cbmplete roof over 
it of long poles, fpreading over my tent, and leaning 
up to the fide of the mountain, which was again laid 
crofs with fmaller flicks inftead of laths, and thatch- 
ed over a great thicknefs with the rice ftraw, which 
was as ftrong as reeds ; and at the hole of the place, 
left on purpofe to go in or out by the ladder, I had 
placed a kind of trap-door, which if it had been at- 
tempted on the outfide, would not have opened at all, 
but have fallen down and made a great noife ; and as 
to my weapons, every night I took them all to my 
bed-fide. 

But there was no occafion for this precaution ; for 
furely never mafter had a more fincere, faithful, and 
loving fervant than Friday proved to me, without paf- 
fion, fullenefs, or defign, perfedlly obliging and en- 
gaging : His aftedtions were as much tied to me as 
fhofe of a child to his parents ; and I might venture to 
fay, he would have facrificed his life for the faving of 
mine, upon any occafion whatfoever. And indeed the 
many teftimonies he gave me of this very fufficiently 
convinced me that I had no occafion to ufe thefe 
precautions. And here I could not but refledl, with 
great wonder, that however it has pleafedthe Almighty 
in his providence, and in the government of the crea- 
tion, to take from fo great a part of the world of his 
creatures, the nobleft ufes to which their faculties, 
and the powers of their fouls are adapted ; yet that 

he 
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he has beftowed upon them the fame reafon, affec- 
tions, fentiments of kindnefs and obligation, paffions 
of refentment, fincerity, fidelity, and all the capa- 
cities of doing and receiving good, that he has given 
us; and that when he is gracioufly pleafed to offer 
them occafions of exerting thefe, they are as ready, 
nay, more ready, to apply them to the proper ufes 
for which they were bellowed, than we often are. 
Thefe thoughts would make me very melancholy, 
efpecially when I conlidered how mean a ufe we 
make of all thefe, even though we have our pow- 
ers enlightened by the Holy Spirit of God, and by 
the knowledge of his word, as an addition to our un- 
derftanding ; and why it has pleafed the heavenly 
wifdom to conceal the like having knowledge from fo 
many millions of fouls, who would certainly make a 
much better ufe of it, than mankind generally do 
at this time. Thefe reflections would fometimes 
lead me fo far, as to invade the fovereignty of Provi- 
dence, and, as it were arraign the juflice of fuch an 
arbitrary difpofition of things, thatfhould obfcure that 

' light from fome, and reveal it to others, and yet ex- 
pect a like duty from all. But I clofed it up, check- 
ing my thoughts with this conclufion ; that we 
were ignorant of that right and law by which thefe 
fhould be condemned; but that, as the Almighty wras 
neceflarily, and by the nature of hiseflence, infinitely 
juft and holy ; lo it could not be otherwife, but that 
if thefe creatures were all deftined to abfence from 
himfelf, it was on account of finning againft that light 
which, as the fcripture fays, was a law to themfelves, 
and by fuch rules as their confcience would acknow- 
ledge to be juft, though the firft: foundation was not 
difcovercd to us ; and, pcoudly, that ftill as we are 
the clay in the hand of the potter, no vefiel could 
thus fay to him, Why haft thou fufhioned me after 
this manner ? 

r 
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I had not been above two or three days returned to 
my cattle, but my chief deiign was, how I fhould 
bring Friday off foovn his horrid way of feeding ; and 
to take from him that inhuman reliili he, by nature, 
had been accuftomed to, I thought it my duty to let 
him tafte other lleth, which might the rather tempt 
him to the fame abhorrence I fo often exprefled 
againit their accurfed way of living. Upon which, 
one morning, I took him out with me, with an in- 
tention to kill a kid out of the flock, and bring it 
home and drefs it : But as I was going, I perceived a 
Ihe-goat lying down in the fliade, and two young kids 
fitting by her. Immediately I catched hold of my man 
Friday^ and bidding him ftand ftill, and not ftir, I pre- 
fented my piece, and Ihot one of the kids. My poor 
fervant, who had at a diftance perceived me kill his 
adverfary, and yet did not know by what means, or 
how it was done, flood trembling and fnrprifed, and 
looked fo amazed, that I thought he would have funk 
into the earth. He did not fee the kid I aimed at, or 
beheld I had killed it, but ript up his waiftcoat to fee 
if he was not wounded, thinking my refolution was to 
kill him -, fo coming to me, he fell on his knees, ear- 
neftly pronouncing many things which I did not un- 
derftand the meaning of, which at length I perceived 
was, that I would not take away his life. 

Indeed I was much concerned to fee him in that 
condition where nature is upon the fevereft trial, when 
the immediate hand of death,is ready to put for ever a 
period to this mortal life : And indeed fo much cpm- 
paffion had I for this creature, that it was with diffi- 
culty I refrained from tears. But however as another 
fort of countenance was neceflary, to convince him 
that I would do him no harm, I took him finding 
by the hand, then laughed at him, and pointing to 
the kid which 1 had flain, made figns to him to fetcii 
it,, which accordingly he did. No lei’s curious was 
he in viewing ho\y the creature was killed, than he 

hid 
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had been before in beholding the Indian ; while he 
was admiring it, I charged my gun again, and prc- 
fently perceived a great fowl like a hawk, perching 
upon a tree within (hot; and therefore to let -Friday 
underhand what I was going to do, I called him to 
me again, pointing at the fowl, which I found to be 
a parrot. I made him underhand that I would Ihoot 
and kill that bird ; accordingly I fired, and bad him 
look, when immediately he faw the parrot fall down. 
Again he hood like one amazed, notwithhanding all 
1 had faid to him ; and the more confounded he was, 
becaufe he did not perceive me put any thing into 
my gun. Undoubtedly, a thing fo utterly hrange, 
carrying death along with it, far or near, either to 
man or beah, muh certainly create the greateft 
aftordfhment to one who never Irad heard of-fuch a 
thing in his whole life: And really his amazement 
continued fo long, that, had I allowed it, he would 
have prohrated himfelf before me and my gun, with 
the greateh worfhip and adoration. As for the gun in 
particular, lie would not fo much as fuffer his fingers 
to touch it for feveral days after: But would come and 
communicate his thoughts to it, and talk to k, as if 
the fenfelefs piece had underftood and anfwered him : 
All this I could perceive him do, when he thought 
my back was turned ; the chief intent of which was, 
to defire it not to kill him, as I afterwards came to 
underftand. 

I never ftrove to prevent his admiration, nor hinder 
him from thofe comical gefiures he ufed on fuch oc- 
cafions: But when his aftonifimient was a little over, 
I made tokens to him to run and fetch the parrot that 
1 had fhot, which he accordingly did, flaying fome 
time longer than ufual, by reafon the bird, not be- 
ing quite dead, had fluttered fome way farther from 
the place where he fell. In the mean time, as he was 
looking for her, I took the advantage of charging my 
gun again, that I might be ready for another mark 

that 
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that might offer itfelf; but nothing more occurred at 
that time. So I brought home the kid, and the fame 
evening took off the Ikin, and divided the carcafe as 
well as I could. Part of this flefli I ftevved, and boil- 
ed, in a pot I had for the purpofe. And then fpread- 
ing my table, I fat down, giving my man fome to eat 
too, who was wonderfully pleafed, and feemed to like 
it very well; but what was mofl furprifing to him, 
was to lee me eat fait with it: Upon which he made 
me underhand, that the fait was very bad for me; 
when putting a little into his mouth, he feemed to 
naufeate it in fuch a manner as to fpitand fputter at 
it, and then wafhed his mouth with frelh water : 
But to lhew him how contrary his opinion was to 
mine, 1 put fome meat in my mouth without fait, 
and feigned to fpit and fputter as much for the want 
of it, as he had done at it: Yet all this proved of no 
fignification to Friday : And it was a long while be- 
fore he could endure fait in his meat or broth, and 
even then but a very fmali quantity. 

Thus having fed him fufficiently with boiled meat 
and broth at that time, the next day I was refolved to 
feaft him with a roafted piece of the kid. And having 
no fpit to fallen it, nor jack to turn it, I made ufe of 
that common artifice, which many of the people of 
England have; that is, to fet two poles upon each 
fide of the fire, and one crofs on the top, hanging the 
meat thereon with a firing, and fo turning round con- 
tinually, roaft it, as we read bloody tyrants have cru- 
elly roafted martyrs. This practice c'aufed great ad- 
miration in my man Friday^ being quite another 
way to what the barbarous favages were accuftomed. 
But when he came to tafte the fweetnefs and tender- 
nefs of the flelh, he exprefted his entire fatisfadfion 
above a thoufand different ways. And, as I could 
not but underftand his meaning, you may be fure I 
was wonderfully pleafed j efpecially when he made 

it 
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it alfo very plain to me, that he would never, whilft 
he lived, eat man’s flelh more. 

Well, now it was high time I fhould fet my fer- 
vant to work ; fo the next day I put him to beat 
out fome corn, and lift it in the fame manner as I 
had done before. And really the fellow was very 
quick and handy in the execution of any thing I or- 
dered him to go about. I made him underftand that 
it was to make bread for us to eat, and afterwards let 
him fee me make and bake it: In Ihort, he did every 
thing as I ordered him, in a little time, as well as I 
could do it myfelf. 

When I conlidered, that I had two mouths to feed 
inflead of one, I was neceflarily obliged to think that, 
in confequence thereof, I muft provide more ground 
for my harveft, and plant a larger quantity of corn 
than I commonly ufed to do; upon which I marked 
out a larger piece of land, fencing it in the fame 
manner as I had done before ; in the execution of 
which I muft give Friday this good wof d, that no man 
could work more hard or willingly than he did: And 
when I made him fenftble that it was for bread to 
ftrve him as well as me, he then very paffionately 
made me underftand that he thought I had much 
more labour on me on his account than I had for 
myfelf; and that no pains or,diligence Ihould be 
wanting in him, if I would but direct him in thofe 
works wherein he might fucceed. 

I muft certainly own, that this was the moft plea- 
fint year I ever had in this ifland: For, after fome time, 
Friday began to talk pretty well, and underftand the 
names of thofe things whieh 1 was wont to call for, 
and the places where I ufed to fend him. So that my 
long filent tongue, which had been ufelefs fo many 
years, except in an exclamatory manner, either for 
deliverance or bleffings, now began to be occupied 
in teaching and talking to my man Friday; for in- 
deed I had fuch a lingular fuisfaction in the fellow 
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himfelf, fo innocent did his fimple and unfeigned ho- 
nefty appear more and more to me every day, that I 
really began entirely to love him : And, for his 
part, I believe there was no love loft, and that his na- 
ture had been more charmed with my exceeding 
kindnefs, and his affeiftions more placed upon me, 
than upon any other object whatfoever among his own 
countrymen. Once I hftd a great mind to try if he had 
any hankering inclination to return to his own coun- 
try again: And by this time, having learned him 
Englijl) fo well that he could give me tolerable anfwers 
to any queftions which I demanded, I alked him. 
Whether that nation, to which he belonged, evercon- 
queredin battle? ThisqueftionmadeF>-'ulnyfmi 1 e, and 
to which he anfwered, Yes, yes, tue alwaysfight the bet- 
ter ; as much as to fay, they always got the better in 
fight. Upon which we proceeded on the following 
difeourfe. You fay, faid I, that you always fight the 
better ; why then, Friday, how came you to be taken 
prifoner ? 

Friday. But for all that my nation bead much. 
Mafier. How, fay you, beat ! if your nation beat 

them, how came you to be taken ? 
Friday. They more many mans than my nation in 

the place where me was; they take one, two, three, 
and me: My nation much over beat them in the 
yonder place, where me no was ; there my nation 
mans beat one, two, three great toufands. 

Mafier. Then why did not your men recover you 
from the hands of your enemies ? 

Friday. They run one, two, or three, and me; 
they make all go in the canoo ; my nation have no 
canoo that time. 

Mafier. It’s very well Friday: But what docs 
your nation do with the prifouers they take ? Do 
they carry them away, and eat them, as tilde have 
done ? 
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Friday. Yes, yes, my nation eat mans too, eat up 
all. 

Majler. To what place do they carry them to be 
devoured ? 1 > 

Friday. Go to other nations where they think. 
Majler. Do they bring them hither ? 
Friday. Yes, come over hither, come over other 

place. 
Mafter. And have you been with them here Friday P 
Friday. Yes, me been here; (pointing to the north 

weft of the ifland, being the fide where they ufed to 
land.) 

Thus having got what account I could from my 
man, I plainly underftood, that he had been as bad as 
any of the reft of the cannibals, having been formerly 
among the favages who ufed to come on fhore on 
the fartheft part of the ifland, upon the fame bloody 
cccalions as he was brought here for : And fome time 
after I carried him to that place where he pointed ; 
and no fooner did he come there buthe prefently knew 
the ground, fignifying to me, that he was once there, 
when they eat up twenty men, two women, and a 
voung child. But as he could not explain the num- 
ber in Ertglijhy he did it by fo many ftones in a row, 
making a fign to me to count them. 

This paflage I have the rather mentioned, becaufe 
it led to things more important and ufeful for me to 

■know : For after I had this fatisfi-Tory difcourfe with 
him, my next queftion was, how far it was from the 
ifland to the fhore, and whether the canoes were not 
often loft in the ocean ? to which he anfwered, there 
was no danger, no canoes ever loft ; but that after a 
little way out to the fea, there was a ftrong current, 
and a wind always one way in the afternoon This 
J thought at firft to be no more than the lets of the 
tide, of going out, or coming in ; but I afterwards un- 
derftood it was occafioned by the great draught and 
reflux of the mighty river Orosnoh, in the mouth 
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or gulph of which I imagined my kingdom lay, and 
that the land which I perceived to the W. and N. W. 
muft be the great idand Trinidad, on the north of the 
river. A thoufand queftions (if that would fatisfy me) 
did I afk Friday about the nature of tiie country, the 
fea, the coads, the inhabitants, and what nations 
were neareft them : To which queftions the -poor 
fellow declared all he knew with the greateft op; n- 
nefs and utmoft fincerity. When I demanded of him 
the particular names of the various nations ot his 
fort of people, he could only anfwer me in general 
that they were called Caribbee. Hence it was 1 confi- 
dered that thefe muft be tiie Caribbees, fo much taken 
notice of by our maps to be on that part of America, 
which reaches from the mouth of the river Oroomko 
to Guiana, and fo on to St Martha. Then Friday 
proceeded tq tell me, that up a great way beyond the 
moon, as much as to fay, beyond the letting of the 
moon, which muft be W. from their country, there 
dvyelt white bearded men, fuch as I was, pointing to 
my whiikers, and that they had killed much mans. 
1 was not ignorant with what barbarity the Spaniards' 
treated thefe creatures; fothat I prefently concluded 
it muft be them, whole cruelties hadfpread through- 
out America, to be-remembered even to fucceeding 

• generations. 
Wel;, you may be fure, this knowledge, which 

•the m per fact information pf my man had let me 
to, was very comfortable to me, and made me fo cu- 
rious as to alk him, how I might depart from this 
ifland, and get among thofe white men ? he told me 
Yes, yes, 1 might go in two canoes. In two canoes, 
thought I, what does my man mean ? furely he means 
one forhimfelf and another forme ; and if not, how 
muft two canoes hold me, without being joined, and 
then put one part of my body in one, and the other in 
the other ; and indeed it was a long while before I un- 
derftood his meaning,-which was, that it muft be a 
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]arge boat as big as two canoes, able to bear with the 
waves, and not fo liable to be overfet as a fmall one 
would be. 

I believe there is no ftate of life but what may be 
happy, if people would but endeavour for their part to 
make it fo. He is not the happieft man that has the 
moft riches, but he that is content with what he hath. 
Before 1 had my ferVant I thought myfelf miferable 
till I had him; and now I enjoyed the happy benefits 
of him, I ftill complained, and begged a deliverance 
from a place of retirement, eafe, and plenty, where 
Providence had fufficiently blefied me : In aword, 
from this time I entertained fome hopes, that one 
time or other I might find an opportunity to make 
my efcape from this ifland, and that this poor favage 
might be a great furtherance thereto. 

All the time lince my man became fo intelligent 
as to underhand, and fpeak to me, I fpared no pains 
or diligence to infirucl: him, according to my poor 
ibare of knowledge, in the principles of religion, 
and th^adoration that he ought to pay to the true 
God,. 0::p time, as I very well remember, I alked 
bun who made him? at firft, the innocent creature 
did not underlfand what I meant, but rather thought 
I a iked him, who was his father ? upon which I took 
..aether way to make him fenlible, by demanding of 
him an anfwer to this queftion. Friday (find I), who 
is it that made the i'ea, this ground whereon we walk, 
and all thefe hills and woods which we behold ; and 
here indeed I did not mil's of my intention; for he told 
me it was old Benatnuchee (the God whom I fuppofed 
thefe lavages adored) who lived a great way beyond 
all. But as for his attributes, poor Friday was an 
utter firanger to them. He could del’cribe nothing 
of this great perfon ; and all that he could fay was, 
that he was very old, much older than the fea and 
land, the moon, or the ftars. Friday (laid I again), 
if this great and old perfon has made all things in the 
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world, how comes it to pafs, that all things, as you 
in particular, do not adore and worfhip him? Upon 
this, looking very grave, with a perfect fweet look of 
innocence, he replied, Majler, all things • ty O to 
him; by which it may reafonably be fuppofed he meant 
adoration. And where, laid I, do the people of your 
country go when they die? He anfwered, They all 
go to Benamuchee. What, and thofe people that are 
eaten up, do they go there? Said he, Benamuckee U :>r 
them clearly ; we pray to Benamuckee in de canoe, and _ 
Benamuckee would love me, when dey eat a me all up. 

Such dilcourfes as thefe had I with my man, and 
fuch made me fenhble, that the true God is worihip- 
ed, tho’ under imperfect fimilitudes; and tliat the 
falfe adoration which the heathens give to their ima- 
ginary deity, is as great an argument of the divine 
effence, as the molt learned atheifts, falfejy fo called, 
can bring againft it: For God will be glorified in his 
works, let the denomination be what it will; and I 
cannot be of that opinion which ibme conceive, that 
God Ihould decree men to be damned for want of a 
right notion of faith, in a place where the wifdom of , 
the Almighty has not permitted ittobe preached; and 
therefore cannot but conclude, that fmee obedience 
is the belt facrince, thefe poor creatures, acting by 
that light and knowledge which they are poiTt-lFcd 
of, may undoubtedly obtain a happy ialvation, tho’ 
not that enjoyment,with Chrijl as his faints, confef- 
fors, and martyrs muft enjoy. 

But laying thefe determinations afide, more fit for 
the ableft divines than me to dilenfs, I began to in- 
ftrucf my fervant in the laving knowledge of tire 
true deity ; in which the directions of God’s Holy 
Spirit affifted me. I lifted up my hands to heaven, 
and pointing thereb, told him, that .lie great Maker 
of heaven and earth lived here : That as h'. infinite 
power fdfhioned this w< rid out of a emm ieci- chocs, 
and made it in that beautiful frame which we behold, 
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fo he governs and preferves it, by his unbounded 
knowledge, fovereign greatnefs, and peculiar provi- 
dence : That he was omnipotent, could do every 
thing for us, give every thing to us, and take every 
thing away from us : That he was a rewarder and 
punilher of good and evil aftions : That there was 
nothing but what he knew, no thoughts fo fecret 
but he could bring to light; and thus by degrees I 
opened his eyes, and deicribed to him the manner of 
the creation of the world, the fituation of paradife, 
the tranfgreffions of our firft parents, the wicked- 
nefs of God’s peculiar people, and the univerfal fins 
and abominations of the whole earth. When thefe 
things were implanted in his mind, I told him that 
as God’s juftice was equal to his mercy, he refolved 
to deftroy this, world, till his fon, Jefus Chri/l, in- 
terpofed in our behalf, and to procure our redemp- 
tion, obtained leave of his heavenly Father to come 
down from heaven into the world, where he took 
human nature upon him, inftrufted us in our way 
to eternal life, and died as a facrifice for our fins : 
That he was now afcended into heaven, mediating 
for our pardon, delivering our petitions, and obtaining 
all thofe benefits which we afked in his name, by 
humble and hearty prayers, which were heard at-the 
throne of heaven. As very frequently I ufed to in- 
culcate things into his mind, Friday one day told 
me, that if our great God could hear us beyond the 
fun, he muff then be furelyagreater God than their 
Bcnanittckce, who lived but a little way of, and yet 
could not hearthem, till they afcendedthegreat moun- 
tains, where he dwelt, to fpeak to him. What, faid I, 
Friday, did you go thither to fpeak to him too ? He 
anfwered, No, they never went that were young 
men ; none but old men, called their Oowshakee, 
meaning the Indian priefts, who went to fay O (fo he 
called faying their prayers), and they returned back, 
and told them what Benamttckee faid. From hence I 
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could noj but obferve how happy we Chriftians are, 
who have God’s immediate revelation for our certain 
guide; and that our faith is neither mifled, nor our 
reafon impofed upon, by any fet of men, fuch as 
thefe Indian impoftors. 

But to clear up this palpable cheat to my man Fri- 
day, I told him, that the pretence of their ancient 
men going up to the mountains to fay O to their 
god Benamuckee, was an impofture: And that their 
bringing back an anfwer was all a fham, if not 
worfe ; for that, if there was any fuch thing fpoken 
to them, furely it mull: proceed from an infernal 
fpirit. And here I thought it neceflary to enter in- 
to a long difcourfe with him, which I did after this 
manner : 

Friday (faid I), you muft know, that before this 
world was made, there was one Almighty Power 
exifting, by whofe power all things were made, and 
whofe majefty lhall have no end. To be glorified 
and adored by beings of a heavenly nature, he crea- 
ted angels and archangels, that is glorious fpirits re- 
fembling hunfelf, to encompafs his throne, eternal- 
ly finging forth his praife in the moll: heavenly founds 
and divine harmony. And among this heavenly 
choir, Lucifer bore a great fway, as being then one 
of the peculiar favourites of thefe celeftial abodes : 
But he, contrary to that duty he owed his heavenly 
Sovereign, with unbounded ingratitude to his divine 
Creator, not only envied him that adoration which 
was his due, but thought to ufurp that throne, 
which he had neither power to keep, nor title to 
pretend to. He raifed a difiention and civil war 
in heaven, and had a nupaber of angels to take 
his part. - Unbounded folly ; ftupendous pride ; 
thus to hope for victory, andafpire above his power- 
ful Creator ! the deity, not fearful of fuch an enemy, 
yet juftly provoked at this rebellion, commiffions 
his archangel, Michael, to lead forth the heavenly 
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hoft, and give him battle ; the advantage of which 
was quickly perceived, by Satan’s being overthrown, 
and the Prince of the Air (for fo the Devil was 
called), with all his fallen angels, driven headlong 
into a difmal place, which is called Hell. 

The recital of this truth made my man give the 
greateft attention, and he expreffed a great fatisfac- 
tion, by his geftures, that God had fent the devil 
into the deep hole. And then I defired him to give 
great heed to what I had further to fay. 

No fooner (proceeded I) was God freed from, and 
the heavens clear of this arch-traitor, but the Father 
fpeaks to the Son and Holy Spirit, who belonged to 
his efience, yet equal to him in power and glory. 
Come let us make man (faid he) in our own image, after 
our own likenefs,Gzx\. i. 26. to have dominion over the 
creatures in the world which we have created. And 
tftefe lie intended fliould glorify him in heaven, ac- 
cording to their obedience in this ftate of probation on 
earth, which was as it were to be the fchool to train 
them up for thofe heavenly manfions. Now Satan, 
feeing himfelf foiled, yet that God had not taken 
the power from him, as prince of the air, which 
power heaven deligned hefhould retain, whereby his 
creatures might be tried ; in revenge to the difgrace 
he had received, he tempts Adam’s wife, Eve, to tafte 
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, which God 
had forbidden. He appears to her in the fhape of a 
ferpent, being- then a moft beautiful creature, and 
tells her, that it was no better than an impontion 
which God had put upon her and her hufband, not 
to eat of that fair fruit which lie had created ; that 
the tafte thereof would make them immortal, like 
God himfelf; and confequently as great and power- 
fulas he. Upon which fhe not only eat thereof her- 
felf, but made her hufband eat alfo, which brought 
them both under the heavenly difpleafure. 

Hert 
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Here Friday exprelTed a great concern : Ah ! poor 
mans! (cried he) naughty womans! naughty devil! 
make God not love de mans, make mans like devil him- 

M- . ' 
Friday, faid I, God Bill loved mankind; and tho’ 

the devil tempted human nature fo far, he would not 
fuffer him to have abfolute power over them. I 
have told you before of his tender love to his people, 
till they, like Lucifer, difobeyed his commands and 
rebelled-againft him ; and that even then, how Jefus 
Chriil his only fon came to fave finners. But ftill 
every man that lives in the world is under tempta- 
tion and trial. The devil has yet a power, as prince 
of the air, to fuggeft evil cogitations into our minds, 
and prompt us on to wicked actions, that he might 
glory in our deftru£tion. Whatever evil thoughts we 
have proceed from him. So that God, in this our 
diftrefs, expects that we fhould apply ourfelves to him 
by fervent prayer for fpeedy redrefs : He is not like 
Behamuckee, to let none come near him but Oowoka- 
kee; but fuffers the people, as well as priefts, to offer 
themfelves at his feet, thereby to be delivered from 
the powe/ and temptation of the devil. 

But tho’ at firft my man Friday expreffed fome 
concern at the wickednels of Lucifer, I found it not 
fo eafy to imprint the right notions of him in his 
mind, as it was the divine cffence of God : For there 
nature aflifted me in all my argumems to fhew to him 
plainly the neceffity of a great firft caufe, and over- 
ruling governing power, of a fecret diredting Provi- 
dence, and of the equity'and reafonablenefs of pay- 
ing adoration to our Creator : Whereas there appear- 
ed nothing of all this in the notion of an evil fpirit, 
of his firft beginning, his nature, and above all, of 
his inclination to evil actions, and his power to tempt 
us to the like. And indeed this unlearned Indian, 
by the mere force of nature, puzzled me with one 
particular queftion, more than ever I could have ex- 
pedted. I 
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I had, it feems, one day, been talking to him of 
the omnipotent power of God, and his infinite ab- 
horrence of fin, infomnch that the fcriptures ftiled 

, him a cor fuming fire to all the workers of iniquity ; 
and that it was in his power, whenever he pleafed, to 
deftroy all the world in a moment, the greater part 
of which are continually offending him. 

When, with a ferious attention, he had lifiened a 
great while to what I faid, after I had been telling 
him, how the devil was God’s enemy in the hearts 
of all men, and ufed all his malice and fkill to defeat 
the good defigns of Providence, and to defiroy the 
kingdom of Chrifi in the world, and fo forth : Very 
well, Mailer (faid Friday), you fay, God is fo ftrong, 
fo great, is he not much ftronger, much mightier than 
the naughty devil ? To be lure, Friday, laid I, God 
is more wife and ftronger than the ferpent: He is 
above the devil, which makes us pray to him, that 
he would tread down Satan under our feet, enable us 
to refill: his violent temptations, and quench his fiery 
darts. Why then, anfwered Friday quickly, if God, as 
you fay, has much ftrong, much might as the devil, why 
God no kill devil, make no more tempt, no more do wicked. 

You may be certain' I was ftrangely furprifed at this 
queftion or my man’s-, and tho’ an old man, I was 
but a young do<ftor, and confequently very ill qualified 
for a cafuift or a refolver of intricate doubts in reli- 
gion. And as it required fome time for me to ftudy 
for an anfiver, I pretended not to hear him, nor to 
ufk him what he faid : But fo earneft was he for an 
anfwer, as not to forget the queftion, which he re- 
peated in the very fame broken words as above. When 
I had recovered myfelf a little, Friday (fad I) God will 
at lafi punifb him feverely, being referved for judgment, 
and is to be cajl into the bottomlefs pit, to remain in fire 
everlafiing. But all this did not fatisfy Friday, for re- 
turning upon me, he repeated my words, referve at 
lafi, me no underfiartd; but why not kill devil now, 
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not hill devil great, great while ago ? Friday, faid I, 
you may as well aik me why God does not kill you 
and me, when by our wicked aftions we fo much 
offend his divine majefty ? He gives us time to re- 
pent of our fins, that thereby we may obtain pardon. 
At thefe words, obtain pardon, Friday mufed a great 
while, and at laft, looking me ftedfaftly in the face : 
Well, well, faid he, that’s very well; fo you, I, devil, 
all wicked mans, all preferve, repent, God pardon all. / 

Indeed here I was run down to the laft extremity, 
when it became very evident to me, how mere natural 
notions will guidereafonable creatures totheknowledge 
of a deity, and to the homage due to the fupreme being 
of a God; but however nothing but divine revelation 
can form the knowledge of Jefus Chrijl, and of a re- 
demption purchafed for us, of the Mediator of the 
new covenant, and of an interceffor at the footftool 
of God’s throne; and therefore the gofpel of our. 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrif, that is, the word and 
fpirit of God, promifed for the guide and faniftiner 
of his people, are the moft neceffary inftrutftors of the 
fouls of men, in thp faving knowledge of the Al- 
mighty, and the means to attain eternal happinefs. 

And now I found it necefiary to put an end to this 
difcourfe between my man and me, for which purpofe 
I rofe up haftily, and made as if I had fome occafion 
to go out, fending Friday for fomething that was a 
good way off. I then fell on my knees, and befeech- 
ed God that he would infpire me fo far, as to guide 
this poor favage in the knowledge of Chrijl, to ani'wer 
his qucftions more clearly, that his confcience might 
be convinced, his eyes opened, and his foul faved. 
When he returned again, I entered.into a very long 
difcourfe with him, upon the fubjetft of tire world’s re- 
demption by the Saviour of it, and the doctrine of re- 
pentance preached from heaven, together with an holy 
faith in our bleffed Redeemer Jefus Chrijl: And then 
I proceeded to explain to him, according to my weak 

capacity, 
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capacity, the reafon why our Saviour took not on him 
the nature of angels, but rather the feed of Abraham ; 
and how upon that account the fallen angels had no 
benefit by the redemption ; and laftly, that he came 
only to the loft fheep of the houfe of Ifrael, and the 
like. God knows, I had more fincerity than know- 
ledge in all the ways I took for this poor Indian’s in- 
ftnnftion ; and I muft acknowledge, that I believe 
every body^that a<fts upon the fame principle will find, 
that in laying heavenly truths open before him, 
1 informed and inftrucfted myfelf, in many things, that 
either I did not know, or had not perfectly contidered 
of before ? But as Ifearched into them for the informa- 
tion of this poor favage, fo they naturally occurred to 
my mind -, and my enquiry after many things was 
more aftecftionate than ever I felt in my life : So that 
however this poor creature might be improved by my 
inftrmftion, certain it is, that upon this account I had 
great reafon to blefs kind Providence for fending him 
to me. His company allayed my grief, and made my 
habitation more comfortable: And when I reflected 
that this folitary life, to which I had been fo long con- 
fined, had not only moved me to look towards heaven, 
but made methe inftrument,under Providence, to fave 
the life, and for aught I knew, the foul of a poor fir- 
vage, by bringing him to the knowledge of Jefus 
Chrift; this caufed a fecret joy to fpread thro’ every 
part of my foul, and I frequently rejoiced that ever I 
was brought to this place, which I once thought to 
be the moft miferable part of the world. 

In this thankful frame of mind did I afterwards con- 
tinue while I abode on the ifland; and for three 
years did my man and I live in the greateft enjoy- 
ment and happinefs, by our converfation one with 
another. And indeed I believe the favage was as 
good a Chriftian as I; and I hope we were equally 
penitent 5 and fuch penitents that were comforted 
and reftored by God’s Holy Spirit : For now we 
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had tfye word of the Lord to inftruct us in the right 
way, and we were no farther off the affiftance of the 
Holy Ghoft, than if we had been on the Englifb fliore. 

By the conftant applications I made of the fcriptures, 
as I read them to my man Friday, I earneftly endea- 
voured to make him underhand every partof them, as 
much as lay in my power. He alfo, on the other hand, 
by his very ferious queftionsand enquiries, made me 
a much better proficient infcripture knowledge than 
I fhould have been by my own private reading and 
fludy. I muff not omit another thing proceeding from 
the experience I had in my retirement •, it was, that 
infinite and inexpreffible bleffing, the knowledge of 
God thro’ Chrijl ‘Jcfus, which was fo plain and cafy 
to be underftood, as immediately to direct me to carry 
on the great work of fincere repentance for my fins, 
and laying hold of a Saviour for eternal life, to a prac- 
tical fiated reformation, and obedience to all God’s 
inftitutions, without the ahihance of a reverend and 
orthodox divine ; and cfpecially by this fame inhruc- 
tion, fo to enlighten this favage creatures as to make 
him fuch a good Chrihian as very few could exceed 
him, and there was only this great thing wanting, 
that I had no authority to adminiher the holy facra- 
ment, that heavenly participation of Chrih’s body 
and blood 5 yet, however, we rehed ourfelves content 
that God would accept our defires, and, according to 
our faith, have mercy on us. 

But what we wanted oneway was made up in ano- 
ther, and that was univCrfid peace in our little church. 
We had no difputes nor wranglings about the nature 
and quality of the holy, bleffcd, and undivided Tri- 
nity ; no niceties in doctrine, or fchemes of church 
government; nofourand morofediffentersto impofe 
more fublimated notions upon us, nor pedant fophif- 
ters, to confound us with unintelligible myfteries: But 
inhead of all this, we enjoyed the moft certain guide 
to heaven; that is, the word of God, befides which 

M we 
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we had the comfortable views of his Spirit leading 
us into the truth, and making us both willing and 
obedient to the inftrudtion of his word. And as the 
knowledge and practice of this are the principal 
means of falvation, I cannot fee what it avails any 
Chriftian church or man in the world, to amufe 
themfelves with every indifferent fpeculation and opi- 
nion, except thofe who have a mind to difplay their 
particular vanity and affedfation. 

You may well fuppofe that, by the frequent dif- 
courfes we had together, my man and I became mod: 
intimately acquainted, and that there was but very 
little that I could fay, but Friday underftood,fpeaking 
very fluently, tho’ indeed it was but broken Englifh. 
And really I now took a particular pleafure in relating 
all my adventures, efpecially thofe that occurred fince 
my being call: on this ifland. I made him underffand 
that wonderful myftery, as he conceived, of gunpow- 
der and bullet, and taught him how to fhoot: I alfo 
prefented him a knife, whichpleafedhimexceedingly; 
making him a belt with a frog hanging thereto, like 
thofe in which we wear hangers in England ; and in- 
ftead of a hanger to put in that frog, I gave him a 
hatchet, which was not only as good, but even a bet- 
ter weapon upon any occafion. In a word, my man 
thus accoutred, looked upon himfelf as great as Don 
ghiixote, when that celebrated champion went to 
combat the wind-mill. 

After all this, I gave him a very particular defcrip- 
tion of the territories of Europe, and in a particular 
manner of Old England, the place of my nativity. I 
laid before him the manner of our worfhiping God, 
our behaviour to one another, and how we traded in 
fhips to every part of the univerfe. I then told him 
my misfortunes in being fliipwrecked, Browing him, 
as near as I could, the place where the fhip lay, which 
had been long gone before. I brought him to the 
ruins of my boat, which before my whole ftrength 

could 
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could not move, but now was almoft rotten and fal- 
len to pieces. I obferved my man Friday to view this 
boat with an uncommon curiofity, which when he 
had done, he flood pondering a great while and fuid 
nothing. At laft, faid I, Friday, what makes you 
ponder fo much ? he replied, O Mafter, me fee like 
boat come to place at my nation. 

I was fome time indeed before I underfcood what 
my man meant; but examining farther into it I plain- 
ly found fuch another boat, refemblingthat, had come 
to the country where he dwelt; as much as to fay, 
by his farther explanation, that the boat was driven 
there thro’ violent ftorms and ftrefs of weather. It 
prefentlycame into my mind, that fome European {hip 
having been caft away, the poor diflrefled creatures 
were forced to have recourfe to tire boat to fave their 
lives: and being all, as I thought, drowned, I neter 
concerned myfelf to aflc any thing about them, but 
my only enquiry was about the boat, and what de- 
feription my man could give of it. 

Indeed Friday anfwered my demands very well, 
making every thing very plain to my underftanding; 
but efpecially I was fadsfied when he told me, with a 
great warmth andardor, G Majler, wefave‘white mans 
from drown : Upon which I immediately afked him, 
if there were any white mans, as he called them, in the 
boat ? Tes, yes, faid he, the boat full, very full, white 
mans. How many, Friday ? faid I. Hereupon he 
numbered his fingers and counted feventeen. And 
when I afked him what became of them all, and whe- 
ther they lived or not ? he replied, Tes, Majlcr, they 
all live, they be live , mo rig my nation. This plainer in- 
formation put new thoughts into my head, that thefe 
muft be thofe very men, which before I concluded 
had been fwallowed up in the ocean after they had 
left their fhip, that had flruckupon the rocks of my 
kingdom ; and after efcaping the fury of the deep, 
landed upon the wild fliore, and committed themfelves 
to the fury of thofe devouring Indians. 

The 
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The manner of their cruelties to one another,which 
Gonfequently, as I thought, muft be afteu with greater 
barbarity to ftrangers, created a great anxiety with- 
in me, and made me ftill more curious to afk Friday 
concerning them : He told me, he was fure they lived 
ftill there, having refided among them above four 
years, and the favages gave them vidluals to live 
upon. But pray, Friday, faid T, whence proceeded 
all this good nature and generoiity ? How came it to 
pafs that they did not kill and eat them to pleafe their 
devouring appetites, and occalion fo fplendid an en- 
tertainment among them ? No, no, faid Friday, t.bey 
not kill ’em, they make brother with 'em ; by which I un- 
derftood there was a truce between them. And then 
I had a more favourable opinion of the Indians, upon 
Friday's uttering thefe words; Aly nation, t'other na- 
tion, no eat man's, but •when mans make war fight 
as tho’ he had faid, that neither thole of his king- 
dom, nor any other nation that he knew of, ever eat 
their fellow-creatures, but fuch whom their law of 
arms allowed to be devoured ; and they were thole 
miferabie captives, whofe great misfortune it fhould 
be to be made prifoners of war. 

Some confiderable time after, upon a very pleafant 
day, in moft ferene weather, my man and I flood 
upon the top of a hill, on the eaft fide of the ifiand, 
whence I had once before beheld the continent of 
America. I could not tell immediately what was the 
matter, for fuddenly Friday fell a jumping and dancing 
as if he had been mad ; and upon my demanding the 
rcafon of his behaviour, O joy! find he, O glad! 
1 here fee my country, there my nation, there live white 
mans all gether. And indeed fuch a rapturous fenfe 
of pleafure appeared in his countenance, that his eyes 
had an uncommon fparklingand brightnefs, and fuch 
a ftrange eagernefs, as if he had a longing defire to 
be in his own country again ; and this new obferva- 
tion which I had, made me not fo well latified with 

my 
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my man Friday as before ; for by this appearance I 
made no difpute, but that if he could get back thither 
again, he would not only be unmindful of what reli- 
gion I had taught him, but likewife of the great obli- 
gation that he owed me for his wonderful deliverance: 
Nay, that he would not only inform his countrymen 
of me, but accompany hundreds of them to my king- 
dom, and make me a miferable facrifice, like thofe 
unhappy wretches taken in battle. 

IndeeJI was very much to blame to have thefe cruel 
and unjuft fufpicions, and muft freely own I wronged 
the poor creature very much, who was quite of a con- 
trary temper : And had he that difcerning acutenefs 
which many Europeans have, he would have perceived 
my coldnefs and indifference, and alfo have been very 
much concerned upon this account: For as I was now 
more circunffpecl, I had much leffened my kindnefs 
and familiarity with him: And. while this jealoufy 
continued, I ufed that artful way (now too much in 
falhion to occafton ftrife and diffenlion) of pumping 
him daily, thereby to difcover whether he was deceit- 
ful in his thoughts and inclinations : But certainly he 
had nothing in him but what was confident with the 
beft^irinciples, both as a religious Chriftian and grate- 
ful friend : And indeed I found every thing he faid was 
fo ingenuous and innocent, that I had no room for fuf- 
picion, and in fpite of all uneaftnefs, he not only made 
me entirely his own again, but alfo caufed me much 
to lament that I ever conceived one ill thought of him. 

As we were walking up the fame hill- another day, 
when the weather being fo hazy at fea that I could 
not perceive the continent, Friday, faid, I don’t you 
wifti yourfelf to be in your own country, your own 
nation, among your old friends and acquaintance ? 
Fes, faid he, me much O glad to be at my own nation. 
And what would you do there, Friday ? laid I, would 
you turn wild again, eat man’s fleftt, and be a fivage 
as 'you was formerly ? No, no, (aiffwered he, full of 
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concern, and fhaking his head), Friday now tell them 
to live good, tell them to pray God, tell them to cat corn- 
Iread, cattlc-fiejh, milk, no eat man again. But fure- 
ly, replied I, it you flrould offer to do all this, they 
will kill you, and to manifeft their contempt of fuCh 
inflruftion, may eat you up when they have done. He 
then put on a grave,, yet innocent and ftnooth coun- 
tenance, faying, No,.they no kill me, they willing love 
learn-, that is, that theywould be very willing to learn; 
adding withal, that they had learn much of the bearded 
mans that come in the boat. Will you go back again 
Friday ? faid I. He fmiled at that, and told me that 
he could not fwim fo far. But, faid I, I will make a 
canoe for you ; Yes Majler, faid he, me go if you go; 
me no go if you f ay. Friday ! faid I, why would 
you have ti)em eat me up, and devour your kind maf- 
ter ? No, no, faid he, me make they no eat majler, me 
make they much l'A:e you ; that is, he would tell them 
how I had flain his enemies, and thereby faved his life, 
for which reafon he would make them love me : And 
then he related to me, as well as he was able, how 
exceeding kind thofe of his nation were to the white, 
or bearded men as he called them, who, in^heir 
great calamity, were driven into their country. 

It was from this time, indeed, I had Ilrong inclina- 
tions to venture over, and ufe my utmoft efforts, if 
pofiible, to join thefe white bearded men, who un- 
doubtedly were Spaniards or Portuguefe: For (thought 
1) it muft be certainly a better and filer way to efcape 
when there is good company, than for me alone, 
from an iiland forty miles off the there, and without 
any affiftance. Some days after, Friday and I jpting 
at work as ufual, at the fame time diverting ourfelves 
with various dilcourfes, I told him Ihad a boat which 
I would beftow upon him, whenever he pleafed tore- 
turn to his own nation : And to convince him of the 
truth of what I faid, I took him with me to the other 
lide of the iiland where my frigate lay, and then tak- 

ing 
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king it from undert he \vater(for I always kept it funk 
for fear of a difcovery), we both went into it, to fee 
how ic would manage fuch an expedition. 

Really never could any be more dextrous in rowing 
than my faithful fervant, making the boat go as fait 
again as I could. Well now, Friday (faid I), ihall 
we go to your fo much defired nation ? But inftead 
of meeting with that cheerfulnefs I expected, he 
looked very dull and melancholy at my faying fo •, 
which indeed at firft furprized me, till he made me 
fenfible that his concern was about the boat’s being 
too fmall to go fo far a voyage. Upon which I let 
him underdand I had a much bigger; and accordingly 
the next day, went to the place where the firft boat 
lay which I had made, when all the ftrength I had, 
or art I could ufe, failed me in my attempt to get it 
into the water ; but now, it having lain in the fun 
two and twenty years, and no care being taken of it 
all that while, it became in a manner rotten. My 
man told me, that fuch a boat would do very well 
for the purpofe ; fufficient to carry enough vittle, 
di ing, bread, for that was his manner of talking. In 

■Ihort, my mind being ftrongly fixed upon my delign 
of going over with him to the continent, I very plain- 
ly told him that we would both go and make a boat 
fuil as big, and more proportionable than that, where- 
in he might fifely return to his own nation. 

Thefe words I obferved made Friday look fo very 
penfive, that I thought he would have fallenat my feet, 
it was ibme time before he could fpeak a word, which 
made me afic him what was the matter with him ? He 
replied, in a very foft and moving tone. What has 
poor Friday done ? Why are you angry mad with poor 
fervant ? What me done, O what me done ? Friday, faid 
I, you never yet have offended me, what makes you 
think I am angry with you, when I am not angry at all? 
Tou no angry, no angry, faid hefeveral times, if you be no 
ftngry, why den fend Friday over great water to my own 
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nation ? Why furely, Friday, anfvvered I, did not you 
wiih to be there, when from a mountain you beheld 
the place where you was born ; and is it not to fatisfy 
your defires that I am willing to give you leave to re- 
turn thither ? Fes, yes, laid Friday, me nvijb be thet efure 
,nough, but me den wifh majler there too ; no ivijh Friday 
there, no majler three. In Ihort he could not endure the 
thoughts ol going there without me. I go there, Fri- 
day ! laid I, what fhall I do there ?—Fie anfwered 
very quickly, 0 majler, you do great deal much good, 
you teach all de wild man to be good tame mans, you 
learn them to be fcber, live good life, to know God, and 
pray God. Alas ! poor Friday, laid I, what can I do a- 
gainft their prieftsof Benamuckee, or indeed, what good 
can I make your nation fenfible of, when I myfelf am 
but a poor ignorant man ? No, no, majler, faid he, you 
be no ignorant, you teachee me good, you teachee them good. 
Y ou Ihall go without me Friday, faid I, for I don’t 
care to accompany you thither: I would rather live in 
this folitude, than to venture among fuch inhuman 
favages. Go your way, fince you defire it, and leave 
me alone by myfelf, as I was before I faved your life. 

Never was any creature more thunder ftruck than 
Friday was at thefe words, Go me away, leave Majler 
away! faid he, after a long lilence. No, no, Fri- 
day die, Friday not live majler gone ! as tho’ he had 
faid, I neither can nor will live if my mailer feuds me 
from him. And here I cannot but take notice of the 
ftrong ties of friendfhip, which many times furpafs 
thofe of confanguinity: For often we find a great 
difagreement among kindred; and when there is any 
feeming regard for each other, ’tis very feldom true, 
and fcarce ever lafling, if powerful interell does not 
bear the Ivvay ; and that alone is often the occafion 
ol the greateft hatred in the world ; which is to de- 
fire the death of parents and relations, for the lake 
of enjoying their fortunes: But here was no hseh 
thing between my fervant and me ; inftead of which 
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there was nothing but gratitude, and the fincereft love: 
He found me not only his deliverer, but his preferver 
and comforter; not a fevere and cruel tyrant, but a 
kind, loving, and affable friend. He wanted for no 
r. '.nner of fuftenance ; and when he was ill, or out 
of order, 1 was his phyflcian, not only for his body, 
but his foul; and therefore no wonder was it that 
fuch an innocent creature, long fince divefted of his 
former natural cruelty, fhould have an uncommon 
concern at fo cruel a reparation from me, which 
pierced him to the very ibid, and made him delire 
even to die rather than live without me. 

After 1 had told Friday, in a very carelefs manner, 
that he (hould be at his liberty as foon as the boat was 
made, the language of his eyes expreffed all imagi- 
nable confufion, when immediatel^running to one of 
his hatchets which.he ufed to wear as a defendve 
weapon, he gives it into my hand, with a heart fo 
full that he could ibarce 1’peak. Friday, laid I, what 
is it you mean i What muff I do with this ? Only kill 
Friday, faid he, Friday no care live long. But what 
muff I kill you for, replied I again. Ah! dear Ma fiery 
ivkat make you Friday favefrom eat a me up, Jo keep long 
Friday, make Friday love God, mid not love Benamuc- 
kee ; and novo Friday/iw/ away, never fee Friday more! 
Astho’ the poor creature had laid, Alas ! my dearelf, 
kindeff Maffer, how comes it to pafs that after having 
ventured your precious life to fave me from the jaws 
of devouring cannibals, like mj'felf; after fuch a tender 
regard to provide for me fuch comfortable nourilh- 
menf, and continuing fo long a kind mafter, and moft* 
fincere friend ; and after making me for lake the fade 
notion of an Indian deity, and worihip the trye God in 
fpirit and in truth: After ail this, I lay, how comes it 
now that you are willing to fend me away to rr.y for- 
mer courle of living, by which means undoubtedly we 
fha1! be dead to each other; but greater muft be my 
misfortune, that I (hall never behold the heft friend 
Ihave in this world any more ! And this certainly, the’ 
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lie could not exprefs himfelf fo fully, muft be his fen- 
timents •, for the tears ran down his cheeks in fuch a 
plentiful manner, that I had much ado to refrain from 
weeping alfo, when I beheld the poor creature’s affec- 
tion: So that I was forced to comfort him in the bed 
manner, which I did by telling him, ff he was content 
to abide with me, I fhould be ever willing tokeephim. 

After Friday’s grief was fbmething abated, more 
fully to convince me of his affeftion, he faid, O Maf- 
ter, me not care he in tny nation, leave you here; me deftre 
my nation learn good, that all; meaning that his defire 
was for the converfition of that barbarous people. 
But as I had no apoftolic million, nor any concern 
about their falvation; fo I had neither the lead inten- 
tion or defire of undertaking it: And the ftrength of 
my inclination, in order to efcape, proceeded chiefly 
from my late difcourfe with Friday about thofe feven- 
teen white bearded men, that had been driven upon 
the barbarian coaft, whom I defigned tojoin with, as 
a furer means to further our efcape. To which in- 
tent my man and I went to fearch for a proper tree to 
fell, whereof we might make a large periagua, or ca- 
noe, to undertake the voyage : And indeed we need 
not be long in finding one fit for our purpofe, there 
being wood enough in the ifland to have built a fleet 
of large vefiels : but the thing we principally wanted 
was, to get one fo near the water, that we might 
launch it after it was finifhed, and not commit fo hor- 
rid a miftake as I had done once before. 

Well, after'a great fearch for what was bed and 
mod convenient, Friday at lad, whofe judgement in 
fuch affairs was much fuperior to mine, pitched upon 
a kind of wood the mod fitting for it. To this day I 
cannot tell the name of the tree I cut it from, nor 
deferibe it any other way, than only by faying, that it 
is very like what we call fudic, or betwixt that and 
the Nicaragua wood, being much of the fame colour 
and fmell. But tho’ my man exceeded me in the 
knowledge of the mod proper tree, yet I fliewed 
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him a much better and cleaner way to make a canoe 
than ever he knew before : For he was for burning the 
hollow or cavity of the tree, in order to make this 
boat; but I then told him how we might do it with 
tools, learning him at the lame time how to ufe theni, 
which indeed he did very dextroully : So that in a 
month’s labour we linilhed it, making it very hand- 
fome by cutting the outlide into the true fhape of a 
boat. After this it took us full a fortnight before we 
could get her into the water, which we did as it were 
inch by inch, upon great rollers: But when Are was 
in, flie would have carried twenty men with all the 
eafe imaginable. 

As I was very well pleafed you may be fure at the 
launching of this man of war of mine, I was no Ids 
amazed to behold with what dexterity my man would 
manage her, turn her, and paddle her along. Well, 
Friday, faid I, what do you think of it now ? Do you 
think this will carry us over ? Fes, Majler, faid he, me 
venture over well, tho’ great blow wind. But my de- 
fign was yet farther, which he was infenfible of, and 
that was to make a mail and fail, and to provide her 
with an anchor and cable. As for a mail:, that was 
no difficult thing at all to procure ; fo I fixed upon a 
ftraight young cedar tree, which I found near the 
place, there abounding great plenty of it in the ifland; 
and fetting Friday to cut it down, I gave him parti- 
cular directions how to fhape and order it: But as to 
the fail I managed it myfelf. I very well knew I had 
fome old ones, or pieces of fails enough, which had 
lain fix and twenty years by me: But not being 
careful to preferve them, as thinking I ffiould have 
no occafion to ufe them any more ; when I came to 
look over them, I found them almoft all rotten, ex- 
cept two; and with thefe I went to work,'and after 
a great deal of pains, and aukward tedious Hitching, 
for want of needles, I finilhed at length a three 
corner’d ugly thing, like that we call in England a 
fhoulder of mutton fail, to go with a boom at bot- 

tom, 
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tom, nnd a little finall fprit at the to.p, like thofe 
which our Ipng boats ufe, and which I very well 
knew how to manage; efpecially fince it was like 
that which I had in my patron’s fifhing boat, when 
with my boy Xury, I made my cfeape from the Bar- 
bary fhore. 

It was near two months, I think, before I completed 
this work, that is, the rigging and fitting my maft and 
fails ; and indeed they were nicely done, having made 
a fnvall ftay, and a fail or foreiail to it, to afiill, if 
we fhonid turn to the weftward ; rmd, which was (fill 
more, I fixed a rudder to the ftern of her, to freer 
with: An.dtho’ I was but a very indifferent fhipwright, 
yet, as I was fenfi'ole of the great ufefulh&fs and abfo- 
lute neceffity of a thing like this, I applied myfelf 
to it with Inch conftant application, that at laft I ac- 
compliflied my defign ; but what with the many dull 
contrivances I had about it, and the failure of many 
things, it coft me as much pains in ordering as ha 
making the boat. Befides, when all this was done, I 
had my man Friday to teach what belonged to its na- 
vigation: For tho’ he very well underftood how to 
paddle a canoe along, yet he was an utter ftranger to 
a fail, and a rudder, and was amazed when he faw me 
work the boat to and again in the lea by them, and 
how the fail gibbed and filled, this way or that way, 
as the courfe we lailed changed. After fome time, 
and a little ufe, I made all thefe things very familiar 
to him, fo that he became an expert lailor, except 
in relation to the ccmpafs; and that I could make 
him underftand but verry little of. But ^ it happened 
there was feklom occafion for it, there being but iittie 
cloudy weather, and fcarce ever any fog in thole parts; 
the liars were always vilible in the night, and the 
fhore perfupcious by day, except in the rainy fealbn, 
which confined every one to his habitation. 

Thus entered in the feven and twentieth year of 
my reign, or captivity, which you pleafe (the laft three 
of which, blefledwith the company of m\mm Friday) 

ought 
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ought not to be reckoned, I kept the anniverfary of my 
landing, here, with the fame thankfulnefs to God, for 
his tender mercies, as I did before; and certainly, as 
I had great caufe for a thankful acknowledgement 
for my deliverance at firft, I had much greater now, 
for fuch Angular and additional tefti monies of the care 
of Providence over me, in all my diftrelTes, both of 
body and mind, and the great hopes I had of being 
effettually and fpeedily delivered ; for I had a ftrong 
impreffion upon my mind, that I fhould not be an- 
other year in this ifland : But however I ftill conti- 
nued on with my hutbandry, digging, planting, and 
fencing as ufual; gathering andcuring my grapes, and 
doing all other things that were neceiTary. 

And now the rainy feafon beginning to come on, 
obliged me to keep longer within doors ; but before 
this I brought my new veflel into the creek, where 
I had landed my rafts from the fliip, and hauling 
her up to the fhore, I ordered my man Friday to 
dig a dock fufficient to hold her in, and deep enough 
to give her water, wherein {he might float; and then, 
when the tide was out, we made a ftrong dam acrofs 
the end of it, to keep up the water; by which 
means ftie lay dry, as to the tide from the fea ; and 
to keep the rain from her, we thatched her over, as 
it were, with boughs of trees, like a houfe; and fo 
■waited for the months of November and December, in 
which I deftgned to venture over the ocean. 

No looner did the feafonable weather begin to draw 
near, but fo much was I elevated by this new deftgned 
adventure, that I daily prepared for the voyage. The 
firft thing I thought of was to lay by a certain quan- 
tity of proviftons, as a fufficient ftore for fuch an ex- 
pedition, intending in a week or fortnight’s time to 
open the dock and launch out the boat for that pur- 
pofe. But one morning, as I was very bufy upon 
fomething neceflary for thisoccafton, I called Friday 
to me, and bid him go to the fea-lhore, and fee if he 

N could 
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could find a turtle or tortoife, a thing which we 
commonly had once a week, as much upon account 
of the eggs, as for the fake of the flefh. He had not 
been long gone, hut he came running back, as though 
he was purfued for life, and, as it were, flew over my 
outward wall or fence, like one that felt not the 
ground or fteps he fet his feet on ; and before I had 
time to enquire the reafon of his precipitation, he 
cries out, O Mafter ! O dear Mafter ! O for row, fer- 
row! bad! O bad! Why, what’s the {natter, Fri- 
day ? find I. O yonder, yonder, faid he, there be one, 
two, three canoes! two, three! Surely (thought I) 
there muft be fix, by my man’s way of reckoning ; 
but on a ftriifter enquiry, I found there were but three. 
Well, Friday, faid I, don’t be terrified, I warrant you 
we will not only defend ourfelves againft them, but 
kill the moft of thofe cruel favages. But tho’ I com- 
forted him in the bell manner I could, the poor crea- 
ture trembled, fo that I fcarce knew what to do with 
him : O Mafter, faid he, they cme look Friday, cut 
pieces' Friday, eat a me up. Why, Friday, faid I, 
they will eat me up as well hs you, and my danger is 
as great as yours: But fince it is fo, we mull refolve 
to fight for our lives: What fay you ? can you fight, 
Friday ? Tes, faid he, very faintly, meftsoot, me kill 
what I can, but there come great many number. That’s 
no matter, faid I again, our guns will terrify thofe 
that we do not kill: I am very willing to Hand by you 
till the laft drop of my blood; now tell me, if you will 
do the like by me, and obey'my orders in whatfoever 
I command ? Friday then anfwered, .0 Mafter, me lofe 
lifejor you, me die when you bid die. Thus conclud- 
ing all queftions concerning his fidelity, immediately 
I fetched a good dram of rum (of which I had 
been a very good hulband) and gave it him to com- 
fort his heart. After he had drank it, I ordered him 
to take the two fowling-pieces which we always car- 
ried, and load them with large fwan lliot as big as 

, - fmall 
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fmall piftol bullets; then I took four muflcets, and 
loaded them with two flugs and five fmall bullets 
each, charging my two piitols each with a braoe. 1 
hung my great fword, as cuftomary, naked to my fide, 
and gave Friday his . hatchet, as a moft ' excellent 
weapon of defence. 

Thus prepared, I thought as well of myfelf as any 
knight errant that ever handled a i’word and fpear. I 
took my peri’pe£tive glais, and went up the fide of the 
hill, to fee what I could difcover ; and I perceived 
veryfoon, by my glafs, that there were one and twenty 
favages, three prifoners, and three canoes ; and that 
their chief concern feemed to be the triumphant ban- 
quet upon thethreepoor human bodies, a thing which 
by this time I had obferved w’as very common with 
them. From hence I alfo remarked, that they did not 
land at that place from whence Friday mad/; his efcape, 
but nearer to the creek, where the Ihore was low, and 
where a thick wood came very clofe to thefea. And 
then it was my foul was filled with indignation and 
abhorrence of fuch inhuman wretches, that put a pe- 
riod to all my former thoughts in their vindication ; 
neither would I give myfelf time to confider their 
right ofconqueft, as I had done before. But defcend- 
ing from the mountain, I came down to Friday, and 
told him, I was refolved to go fpeedily to them and 
kill them all; aflting him again in the fame breath if 
he would ftand by me ? When by this time being re- 
covered from his fright, and his ipirits much cheered 
with the dram l had given him, he was very pleafant, 
yet ferioufly telling roe, as-he did before, “ when I 
hid die, he would die.” 

And now it was, that having fixed my refolution 
in fo ftrong a manner, that nothing could diveft my 
breaftfrom its uncommon fury, I immediately divided 
the arms already charged between us. To my man 
Friday I gave a piltol to flick in his girdle, with three 
guns upon his fhoulder, a weight too great I confefs 
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to bear ; but what muft a poor king do who had but 
one foldier in the world ? But to fhew I made him 
bear no more than what I would lay on myfelf, I lluck 
the other piftol in my girdle, and the three guns up- 
on my fhoulders, nay fomething more, but that was 
like' JEfop’s burden, a fmall bottle of rum, which 
fbon was lightened to our exceeding refrelhment. 
Thus we marched out, under a ponderous load of ar- 
mour, yet like two invincible champions, with a quan- 
tity of powder and bullets to (land our battle, when 
the pieces were difeharged. And now my orders be- 
ing to be obeyed, I charged Friday to keep clofe behind 
me, and not to ilir, or Ihoot, or attempt any thing till 
1 commanded him, and in the interim, not to /peak 
fo much as one word. It was in this order I fetched 
a compafs to the right hand, of near a mile, with a 
view to get over the creek within fliot of them be- 
fore I could be diicerned, which I found by my glaf$ 
would not be difficult to accomplifh. 

But how fickle and wavering is the mind of man, 
even in our greateft fury and ilrongeft inclination j 
for while I was taking this march, my refolutions be- 
gan to abate, not through fear of their numbers, who 
were a parcel of naked unarmed wretches ; butthefe 
reflexions occurred to my thoughts, as what power 
was I commiffioned with, or what occafion or necef- 
lity had I to go and imbrue my hands in human blood, 
and murder people who had neither done nor intended 
to do me any wrong ; they were innocent in particular 
as to me ; and their barbarous cuflom was not only 
their misfortune, but a lign that God had left them in 
the moft immenfe ftupidity ; but yet did not warrant 
me to be a judge of their aXions, much lefs an exe- 
cutioner of his righteous judgments; that on the con- 
trary, whenever he thought fit, he would take ven- 
geance on themhimfelf, and puniffi them in a national 
way, acccording to their national crimes ; but this was 

nothing 
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nothing at ail to me, who had no concern with them. 
Indeed my man Friday might juftify himfelf, becaufe 
they were his declared enemies, of that very lame na- 
tion that went to facrifice him before ; and indeed it 
was lawful for him to attack them, which I could not 
fay was fo in refpect to me. So warmly did thefe 
things prefs upon my thoughts all the way I went, 
that I only refolved to place myfelf fo as to behold 
their bloody entertainment, without falling upon 
them, eiicept fomething more than ordinary, by 
God’s fpecial direction, Ihould oblige me thereto. 

Thus fixed in my refolution,! entered into the thick 
wood (my man Friday following me clofe behind), 
when, with all pofilble warinefs and filence, I marched 
till I came to the fkirt of it, on that fide which was 
the neareft to them; for only that one end of the wood 
interpofedbetweenme and them. Upon whichlcalled 
very ioftly to Friday, and Ihewing him a great tree, 
that was juft at the corner ot the wood, I ordered him 
to repair thither, and bring me word if he could 
plainly perceive their addons: Accordingly, he did as I 
commanded him, and came back with tnis melancho- 
ly ftory, that they were all about their fire, eating the 
flefh of one of their pritoners; and that another lay 
bound upon the land, a little diftant from them, which 
theydefigned to be their next facrifice ; and this, he 
told me, was not one of their nation, but one of thole 
very bearded men, who were driven by a ftorm into 
their country, and whom he had fo often talked to 
me about. You may be hire, that upon hearing this 
my foul was ready to fink within me ; when af. 
cending up into a tree, I law plainly by my glalV, 
a white man, who lay upon the beach of the lea, 
with his hands and feet tied with flags, or things 
refembling rallies, being covered with cloaths, and 
feemed to be a European. From the tree where I tOi k 
this profpect, I perceived another tree, and a thicket 
beyond it, about fifty yards nearer to them than 
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■where I was, which, by taking a fmall circle round, I 
might come at undifcovered, and then I Ihould be 
within half a (hot of thefe devourers. And this confi- 
deration alone, to be more perfectly revenged upon 
them, made me with-hold my paffion,'•though I was 
enraged to the higheft degree imaginable, when going 
back about twenty paces, I got behind fome bullies, 
which held all the way till I came to the other tree; 
and then I attended a little riling ground, not above 
eighteen yards diftance from us, and there I had a 
full view of thefe creatures, and I could perceive all 
their actions. 

Such a fight did then appear as obliged me not to 
lofe a moment’s time. There were no lefsthan nine- 
teen of thefe dreadful wretches fet upon the ground, 
clofe huddled together, exprelling all the delight ima- 
ginable at fo barbarous an entertainment; and they 
had juflfent the other two to murder this poor unhap- 
py Chriftian, and bring him perhaps limb by limb to 
their tire; for they were juft then going to untie the 
bands from his feet, in order for death, as fetters are 
knocked off from the feet of malefactors before they 
go to the place of execution. Hereupon,immediately 
turning to my man, Now, Friday, laid I, mind what 
i fay, fail in nothing, but do exactly as you fee me do. 
All which he promifinghe would perform, I fet down 
one of my mufkets and the fowling-piece upon the 
ground, and Friday did the fame by his ; and with the 
other mufket I took my aim at the lavages, bidding 
him do the like : Are you ready r laid I; Yes, Mafter, 
laid he. Why then fire at them, faid 1; and that 
very moment I gave fire likewife., 

Tor my part, 1 killed one and wounded two; but my 
man Friday, taking his aim much better than I, killed 
two, and wounded three. You may be lure they 
were in adreadfulconfternation at fuch an unexpected 
difafier ; and thofe who yet had efcaped our penetrat- 
ing fhot, immediately jumped upon their feet, but 
were in fuch confufion, that they knew not which 
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way to run or look, not knowing from whence their 
deftruftion came. We then threw down our pieces 
and took up others, giving a fecond dreadful volley ; 
but as they were loaded only with fwan fhot, or fmali 
piftol bullets, we perceived only two of them fall; but 
ib many were wounded, that they run yelling and 
fcreaming about like mad creatures. Now, Friday, 
faid I, lay down your piece, and take up the mufker, 
and follow me. He did fo, with great courage, when 
fhewing ourfelves to the favages, we gave a great 
Ihout, and made direttly to the poor vi&im, who 
would have been facrificed.had not our firft tire obli- 
ged the butchers, with three others, to jump into a ca- 
noe. By my order, Friday fired at them, at which fhot 
I thought he killed them all, byreafon of their falling 
to the bottom of the boat; however he killed two, and 
mortally wounded a third. In the mean time I cut the 
flags that tied the hands and feet of the poor creature, 
and lifting him up, aflcedhim in theParZ/^z/ezctongue, 
li'hat he was ? He anfwered me in Latin, Gkrijhanus; 
but fo very weak and faint, that he could fcarce hand 
or fpeak. Immediately I gave him a dram and a piece 
of bread to cherilh him, and aiked him what coun- 
tryman he was ? He faid Efpaniola, and then uttered 
all the thankfulnels imaginable for his deliverance. 
Seignior (faid I, with as much Spanijb as I wasmafter 
of), let us talk afterwards, but fight now ; here take 
this fword and piftol, and do what you can. And in- 
deed he did fo with fuch courage and intrepidity, that 
he cut two of them to pieces in an inftant (the fa- 
vages not having the power to fly for their lives.) I 
ordered Friday to run for thofe pieces we had left at 
the tree, which he brought to me with great fwiftnefs, 
and then I gave him my mufker, while I loaded the 
reft. But now there happened a fierce encounter be- 
tween the Spatiiard and one of the favages, who had 
made at him with one of their wooden fwords; and 
tho’ the former was as brave as could be expe£ted, 
having twice wounded his enemy in the head ; yet 
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being faint, the Indian had thrown him upon the 
ground, and was wrefting my fword out of his hand, 
which the Spaniard very wifely quitting drew out his 
piftol, and (hot him threw the body, before I could 
comenearhim, tho’ Iwas runningto his afliftance. As 
to Friday, he purfued the flying wretches with his 
hatchet, difpatching three; but the reft weretoo nim- 
ble for him. The Spaniard taking one of the fowling- 
pieces, wounded two, who running into the wood, 
Friday purfued and killed one; but the other, not- 
withftanding his wounds, plunged himfelf into the 
fea and fwam to thofe two who were left in the ca- 
noe, which, with one wounded, were all that efcaped 
out of one and twenty. The account is as follows: 

Killed at the JirJl Jl:ot 1 
from the tree , 5 ^ 

At the fecond foot 2 
jBy Friday in the boat 2 
Ditto, of thofe firji 1 ^ 

•wounded J 
Ditto, in the •wood I 
By the Spaniard 3 

The favages in the canoe worked very hard to get 
out of our reach, and Friday was as eager in purfuing 
them ; and indeed I was no lefs anxious about their 
efcape, left, after the news had been carried to their 
people, they Ihould return in multitudes, and deftroy 
us. So being refolved topurfue them, I jumped into 
one of their canoes, and bid Friday to follow me; but 
no fooner was I in, when to my furprife I found 
another poor creature, bound hand and foot for the 
flaughter, iuft as the Spaniard had been, with very 
little life in him. Immediately I unbound him, and 
would have helped him up, but he could neither ftand 
nor ipeak, but groaned piteoufly, thinking he was on- 
ly unbound in order to be (lain. Hereupon I bid Fri- 
day fpeak to him, and tell him of his deliverance ; 

when 

Killed, or died of 
their wounds 

Efcaped in the boat," 
whereof one wound- ( 

ed, if not fain 

Total 21 
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when pulling out my bottle, I made the poor wretch 
drink a dram ; which, with the joyful news he had 
received, fo reyived his heart, that he fat up in the 
boat. As foon as Friday began to hear him fpeak, 
and looked more fully in his face, it would have mo- 
ved any one to tears to perceive his uncommon tranf- 
ports of joy ; for he kifled him, embraced him, hug- 
ged him, cried, laughed, hallooed, jumped about, 
danced, fung, then cried again, wrung his hands, beat 
his face and head, then lung and jumped about again, 
like a diffracted creature ; lo that it wasa great while 
before I could make him fpeak to me, or tell me what 
was the matter with him ; but when he came to the 
liberty of his fpeech, at laft he told me, it was his 
father. 

Here indeed I was infinitely moved to fee the duti- 
ful and tender affection this poorfavagehadtohisaged 
parent. He would fit down by him in the boat, open 
his breaft, and held his father’s head clofe to his bol'om 
half an hour together to nourifh it; then he took 
his arms and ankles, which were ftiff and numbed 
with binding, and chafed and rubbed them with his 
hands ; by which means, perceiving what the calc 
was, I gave him fome rum, which proved of great 
benefit to him. 

While we were bufy in this action, the favages had 
gotten almoft out of fight, and happy it was we did 
not purfue them-, for there arofie from the north-weft, 
which continued all night long, fuch a violent ttorm, 
that I could not fuppole otherwife but that they were 
all drowned. After this I called Friday to me, and 
afked him if he had given his father any bread ? He 
fhook his head, and laid, None, not one bit, me eat a up 
all i fo I gave him a cake of bread out of a little, 
pouchlcarried for this end. Ilikewifegavehimadram 
for himfelf, and two or three bunches of railins for 
his father. Both thofe he carried to him, for he would 
make him drink the dram to comfort him. Away he 
then runs out the of boat as if he was bewitched, with 

fuch 
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fuch an extraordinary fwiftnefs, that he was out of 
tight as it were in an inftant; but at his return I per- 
ceived him flacken his pace, becaufe he had fome- 
tliing in his hand: And this I found to be, as he ap- 
proached nearer, an earthen jug with fome water to 
his father, and two more cakes of bread, which 
he delivered into my hands. Being very thirfty my- 
felf, I drank fome of the water, of which, when his 
father had drank fufficiently, it more revived his 
fpirits than all the rum I had given him. 

I then called Friday to me, and ordered him to 
carry the Spaniard one of the cakes and fome water, 
who was repofing himfelf upon a green place under 
the ihade of a tree, but fo weak, that though he 
exerted himfelf, he could not Band upon his feet. 
Upon which I ordered Friday to rub and bathe his 
ankles with rum as he did his father’s. But every 
minute he was employed in this, he would caft a wilh- 
ful eve towards the boat where he left his father 
fitting ; who fuddenly difappearing, he flew like 
lightning to him ; and finding he only laid himfelf 
down to eafe his limbs, he returned back to me pre- 
fently ; and then I fpoke to the Spaniard to let Fri- 
day help him, and lead him to the boat, in ordfr to 
be conveyed to my dwelling, where I would take care 
of him : Upon which Friday made nothing to take 
him upon his back, and fo carried him to the canoe. 
Jetting him clofe by his father; and prefently ftepping 
out again, launched the boat off, and paddled it along 
the iliore falter than I could walk, though the wind 
blew very hafd too ; and having brought them fate to 
the creek, away he runs to fetch the other canoe, 
which he brought to the creek almoft as loon as I got 
to it by land; when wafting me over, he took our new 
guefts out of the boat. But fo tveak were they, that 
I was forced to make a kind of hand-barrow ; and 
when I came to my caftle, not being willing to make 
an entrance into my wall, we made .them a band- 
lome tent, covered with old fails and boughs of trees, 
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making two good beds of rice-ftraw, with blankets 
to lie upon and cover them. Thus, like an abfolute 
king, over fubjefts who owed their lives to me, I 
thought myfelf very great, efpecially confidering 
1 had three religions in my kingdom, my man Friday 
beingaProteftant, hisfatheraPagan, and the Spaniard 
a Papift ; but I gave liberty of confcience to them all. 

To get provilions for my poor weak fubje£ts, I or- 
dered Friday to kill me a yearling goat, which when 
he had done, I cut off the hinder quarters and chop- 
ping it into fmall pieces, boiled and ftewed it, putting 
barley and rice into the broth. This I carried into 
their tent, fet a table, dined with them myfelf, and 
encouraged them. Friday was my interpreter to his 
father, and indeed to the Spaniard too, who fpoke 
the language of the favages pretty well. After din- 
ner I ordered Friday to fetch home all our arms from 
the field of battle, and the next day to bury the 
dead bodies, which he did accordingly. 

And now I made Friday enquire of his father, 
whether he thought thofe favages had efcaped the 
late ftorm in their canoe; and if fo, whether they 
would not return with a power too great for us to re- 
fill: ? He anfwered, that he thought it impoffible they 
fhould outlive the ftorm; or if they were driven fouth- 
wardly, they would come to a land where they would 
as certainly be devoured, as if they were drowned in 
the lea. And fuppofe they had attained their own 
country, the ftrangenefs of their bloody and fatal at- 
tack, would make them tell their people, that the reft 
of them were killed by thunder and lightning, not by 
the hand of man, but by two heavenly fpirits (mean- 
ing Friday and me) who were lent from above to de- 
ftroy them: And this, he faid, he knew, becaufe he 
heard them fay the fame to one another./ And indeed 
he was in the right on’t; for I have heard fince, that 
thefe four men gave out, that whoever went to that in- 
chanted illand, would bedeftroy ed by fire from the gods. 

No canoesappearing fome time after, as 1 expected, 
my 
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my npprehenfions ceafed ; inftead of which my for- 
mer thoughts of a voyage took place, efpecially when 
Friday’s father affured me I Ihould have good ufage 
in his country. As to the Spaniard, he told me, that 
iixteen more of his countrymen and Portuguese, who 
had been fhipwrecked, made their efcape thither ; 
that though they were in union with the favages, yet 
they were very miferable for want of provifions and 
other neceflaries. When I had afked him about the 
particulars of his voyage, he anfwered, that their 
lliip was bound from Rio de La Plata to the Havannah ; 
that when the fhip was loft, only five men perifhed 
in the ocean, the reft, having faved themfelves in 
the boat, were now landed on the main continent. 
And what do they intend to do there ? faid I. He 
replied, they had concerted meafures to efcape by 
building them aveflel, but they had neither tools nor 
provifions ; fo that all their defigns came to nothing. 
Suppofing, faid I, I fhould make them a propofal, 
and invite them here, would they not carry me pri- 
foner to New Spain ? He anfwered, No, for he knew 
them to be fuch honeft men as would fcorn to aft 
fuch inhuman bafenefs to their deliverer : That, if I 
pleafed, he and the old favage would go over to them, 
talk with them about it, and bring me an anfwer ; 
that they fhould all fwear fidelity to me as their leader, 
upon the holy facrarnents ; and that, for his part, he 
would not only do the fame, but ftand by me to the 
laft drop of his blood, fhould there be occafion. 

Thefe folemn alfurances made me refolve to grant 
them relief, and to fend thefe two over for that pur- 
pofe: But when every thing was ready, the Spaniard 
railed an objeftion which carried a great deal of 
weight in it. Tou know, Sir, faid he, that being feme 
time with you, I cannot but be fcnfible op your Jlock of 
rice and corn, /efficient perhaps for us at prefent, but 
not for them, ffoould they come over prefently ; much lefs 
to victual a vejfel for an intended voyage. IVant might 
be as great an occafion for them to dfagree and rebel 

as 
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*j the children of Ifrael did againjl God himfelf ’when 
they wanted bread in the wildernefs : And therefore my 
advice is to wait another harvef, andt in the mean iimey 

cultivate and improve fame more land, whereby we 
may have plenty of proviftons, in order to execute our 
defign. 

This advice of the I approved of extreme- 
ly, and fo fatisfied was I of his fidelity, that I efteemed 
him ever after. And thus we all four went to work 
upon fome more land, and againft feed-time we had 
got fo much cured and trimmed up, as was fufficient 
to fow twenty-two buthels of barley on, and llxteen 
jars of rice, which was in fhort all the feed we had 
to fpare. As we were four in number, and by this time 
all in good health, .we feared not an hundred Indians, 
fhould they venture to attack us: And while the corn 
was growing, I pitched upon fome trees fit to build 
us a large veliel in cafe the Spaniards came over ; 
which being marked, I ordered Friday and his father 
to cut them down, appointing the Spaniard, who was 
now my privy counfelior, to overfee and diredt the 
work. I likewife increafed my flocks of goats, by 
fhooting the wild dams, and bringing home their 
kids to my inclofure : Nor did I neglect the grape- 
feafon, but cured them as ufual, though I had fuch a 
quantity now as wpuld have filled eighty barrels with 
raifins. And thus all of us being employed, they in 
working, and I in providing for them, till harvefi: 
came, God Almighty blefled the increafe of it fo 
much, that from twenty-two barrels of barley, we 
threlhed out two hundred and twenty, and the like 
quantity of rice, fufficient to victual a Ihip, to carry 
me and all the Spaniards to any part of America. 

Thus the principal objection being anfwered by a 
fufficient flock of provifion, I fent my two ambafla- 
dors over to the mainland, with a regal authority, to 
adminifter the oaths of allegiance and fidelity, and 
have an inftrumentfignedunder their hands, thoughl 

O never 
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never afked whether they had pen, ink, or paper; 
when giving each of them a mulket, eight charges 
of powder and ball, and provifion enough for eight 
clays, they failed away with a fair gale, on a day when 
the moon was at full. 

Scarce a fortnight had pafled over myhead, but im- 
patient for their return, I laid me down to fleep one 
morning, when a ftrange accident happened, which 
was ufhered in by my man’s coming running to me, 
and calling aloud, Alnjler, Mafter, they are come, they 
tire come. Upon which, not dreaming of any danger, 
out I jumps from my bed, puts on my cloaths, and 
hurries thro’ my little grove, when looking towards 
the fea, I perceived a boat about a league and a half 
diftant, Handing in for the fhore, with the wind fair. 
I beheld they did not come from the fide where the 
land lay on, but from the fouthermoft end of the 
ifland: So thefe being none of the people wewanted, I 
orderedto lie ftill, till fuch time as I came down 
from the mountain, which with my ladder I now afi- 
cended, in order to difcover more fully what they 
were: Andnow, withthehelpof my perfpedtive glafs, 
I plainly perceived an Englijh fhip, which I concluded 
it to be by the fafhion of its long-boat, and which 
filled me with fuch uncommon tranfports of joy, that 
I cannot tell how to defcribe 5 and yet fome fecret 
doubts hung about me, proceeding from I know not 
what caufe, as tho’ I had reafon to be upon my guard. 
And indeed I would have no man contemn the fecret 
hints and intimations of danger, which very often 
are given, when he may imagine there is no poffibilty 
of their being real: For had I not been warned by this 
filent admonition, I had been in a worfe fituation 
than before, and perhaps inevitably ruined. 

Not long it was before I perceived the boat to ap- 
proach the fhore, as tho’ they looked fora place where 
they might conveniently land; andatlafi: they ran their 
boat on fliorc upon the beach, about half a mile’s dif- 

tance 
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tance, which provedfomuch the happier for me; fince 
if they had come into the creek, they had landed juft 
at my door, and might not only have forced me out 
of my caftlc, but plundered me of all Ihad in the world. 
Now I was fully convinced they were all EnglifJjmen, 
three of whom were unarmed and bound ; when im- 
mediatelythe firftfourorfiveleaped on (hore, andtook 
thofe three out of the boat as prifoners. One of whom 
I could perceive ufed the moft paffionate geftures of 
entreaty, affliction, and defpair, while the others, i;v 
a lefler degree, fhewed abundance of concern. 

Not knowing the meaning of this, I was very much 
aftonifhed, and I beckoned to Friday (who was be- 
low) to afcend the mountain, and likewife view this 
light. O Mafler, fays he to me, you fee Englifh mans 
eat p rtf oner St as well as favage mans. And do you think 
they will eat them, Friday ? Paid I. Tes^ faid Fridayt 

they eat all up. No, no, laid I, Friday, I am much 
more concerned leaft they murder them ; but as for 
eating them up, that I am Pure they never will. 

And now I not only lamented my misfortune in not 
having the Spaniard and favage with me, but alPo that 
I could not come within (hot of them unperceived, 
(they having no fire-arms among them) and Pave thePe 
three men, whom I thought they were going to kill 
with their fwords. But fomecomfort it was to me, that 
I perceived they were Pet at liberty to go where they 
pleafed, the rafcally feamen fcattering about as though 
they had a mind to Pee the place: And Po long did they 
negligently ramble, that the tide had ebbed fo low as 
to leave the boat aground. Nor were the two men 
that were in her more circumPpeft, for having drank 
a little too much liquor, they fellfaft afleep ; but oaz 
of them waking before the other, and perceiving the 
boat too faft a-ground for his ftrengfh to move it, he 
halloo’d out to the reft, who made ail pofflble expedi- 
tion tocome to him: But asProvidencc ordered it all their 
force was ineffectual to launch her, when I could hear 

O 2 them 
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them fpeak one to another, Why let her alone, Jack, 
can’t ye, Jhe,d jloat next tide ; by which words I was 
fully convinced that they were my own countrymen. 
All this while I lay very quiet, as being fully fenfible, 
it could be no lefs than ten hours before the boat 
would be afloat, and then it would be fo dark, as that 
they could not eafily perceive me, by which means I 
fhould be at more liberty to hear their talk, and ob- 
ferve all their motions : Not but that I prepared for my 
defence ; yet as I had now another fort of ene- 
mies to combat with, I afled with more caution. I 
took two fuzees on my fhoulders, and gave Friday 
three muflcets ; befides my formidable goat-Ikin coat, 
and monftrous cap, made me look as fierce and ter- 
rible ns Hercules of old, especially when two piftols 
were ftuck in my belt, and my naked fword hang- 
ing by my fide. 

It was my defign at firft not to make any attempt 
till it was dark ; but it being now two o’clock, in the 
very heat of the day, the failors were all ftraggling into 
the woods, and undoubtedly were lain down to fleep. 
The three poor diftrefled creatures, too anxious to get 
any repofe, were however feated under the fliade of 
a great tree, about a quarter of a mile from me : 
Upon which, without any more ado, I approached to- 
wards them, with my man following behind me, and 
before I was perceived, I called aloud to them in Spa- 
nijlj. What are ye\ Gentlemen ? 

At thefe words they ftarted up in great confulion, 
and, beholding the ftrange figure I made they returned 
r.o anfwor, but feemed as if they would fly from me. 
Gentlemen, (faid I, in Englijh) don't he afraid ■. Perhaps 
you have a friend nearer you than you expeEl. He mu ft 
be from Heaven,yh/V one of them gravely, and pulling 
off his hat, for we are paid all help in this world. Ail 
help is from Heaven, faid I ; hut, Sir, as I have per- 
ceived every action between you and thefe brutes, fnee 

your 
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your landing., only inform me hoiv to njpjl you, and / 
•will do it to the utmoft of my power. 

Am I talking with God or man (faid he, in melt- 
ing tears), are you of human kind, or an angel ! Sir, 
faid I,' my poor habit may tell you 1 am a man, and an 
Englilhinan, •willing to ajfrl you, having but this fer- 
vant only : Here arc arms and ammunition : Tell freely 
your condition, can we fave you ? 1 he ftory, faid he, 
is too long to relate, linoe our butchers are fo near. 
But, Sir, I was mafter of that fliip ; my men have 
mutinied, and it is a favour they have put my mate, 
this palienger, and me, on fhore, without murdering 
us, tho’ we expecl nothing but to perilh here. Arc your 
enemies gone ? faid I. No, replied he (pointing to a 
thicket), there they lie, while my heart trembles, left 
having feen and heard us, they Ihould murder us all. 
Have they fire-arms? laid I. They have but two 
pieces, faid he, one of which is left in the boat : He 
alio told me there were two enormous villains among 
them, that were the authors of this mutiny, who, if 
they were killed or feized, might induce the reft to 
return to their obedience. Well, well, faid I, let us 
retire farther under the covering of the woods ; and 
there it was I made thefe conditions with him : 

I. That while they ftaid in the Bland, they ihould 
not pretend to any authority; but be entirely con- 
formable to^my orders, and return me the arms 
which I fhould put into their hands. • 

II That, if the {hip was recovered, they fhould 
afford Friday and me our paffage gratis to England. 

When he had given me all tire fatisfaftion I could 
defire, I gave each of them a gun, with powder and 
ball fufficient,advifing them to fire upon them as they 
lay. The captain modeftly iaid, That he was forty to 
kill them, tho’on the other hand, to let thefe villains 
efcape, who were the authors of his mifery, might bs 
the ruin of us all, ihould they bring the fhip’s com- 
pany upon us. Well, faid, he do as you think fit : And 

O 3 fo 
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?oaccordingly! fired, killing oneof the captain’s chief- 
< it enemies, and wounding the other, who eagerly cal- 
led tor affiftance; but the captain (who had referved 
1 .'is piece) coming up to him, Sirrah, (aid he,7/j too late 
1, call for affiance, you Jhiuld rather cry to God to par- 
i ’’your villainy fo knocked him down with the flock 
<•1 his gun : Three others were alio flightly wounded, 
v ho jt my approach cried out forfnercy. This the 
captain granted,upon condition that they would fwear 
to be true to him in recovering the fhip, which they 
folemnly did ; however I obliged the captain to keep 
tiiein bound. After which 1 lent Friday and the cap- 
t. in’s mate to fecure the boat, and bring away the oars 
and fails •, when at their return, three men coming 
back, and feeing their late diftrefied captain, now their 
conqueror, iubmitted to be bound alio. And then it 
was, that, having more liberty, I related the adven- 
tures of my w hole life, which he heard with a ferious 
and wonderful attention. After this, I carried him 
and his two men into my little fortified cable, fhewed 
them ail my conveniencies, and refrefhed them with 
fitch provifions as I could afford. When this was over, 
we beganto confider about regaining thefhip. He faid 
that there were 26 hands on board, who knowing 
their lives were forfeited by the law, for confpiracy 
and mutiny, would grow lb very hardened, that it 
would be dangerous for our fmall company to attack 
them. This was a reasonable inference indeed; but 
fbmething we did refolve on, and immediately put in 
execution : For we heaved the boat upon the beach 
fo high, that fhe could not fhoot off at high-water 
mark, and broke a hole in her, not eafily to be flop- 
ped ; and fo all the fignals they gave for the boat to 
come on board were in vain. This obliged them to 
fend another boat afhore, with ten men armed, 
whofe faces the captain plainly deferied, the boat- 
fwain being the chief officer; but he faid there were 
three honelflads among them, who were forced into 
the conlpiracy. Hereupon I gave him frelli courage 
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(fori had perceived he was in concern), in the mean 
while fecuring our priloners, part in my caftle, over 
whom Friday ftcod centinel ; but two others we took 
into our lervice, and then thought ourfelves ftrong 
enough to adventure a battle. When the failors land- 
ed, and beheld their boat in that condition, they not 
only halloo’d, but fired for their companions to hear, 
yet they received no anfwer. This ftruck them with 
horror and amazement, thinking their companions 
were murdered; then they made asif they wouldreturn 
to the fhip. I could perceive the captain’s counte- 
nance change at this, till of a fudden three men were 
ordered to look after the boat, while the other feven 
leaped on fliore, in order to fearch for their compa- 
nions: And indeed they came to the brow of the hill, 
near my ancient caftle, from whence they could fee a 
great way into the woods, and there fhouting and 
hallooing till tired and weary, at length feated them- 
felves under a fpreading tree. My opinion was, that 
nothing could be done till night, when I might ufe 
fome artifice to get them out of the boat: But of a 
fudden they all llarted up, and made to the fea-fide: 
Hereupon I ordered Friday and the captain’s mate to 
go over the creek, and halloo as loud as they could, 
and fo, dacoying them into the woods, come round 
to me again. And this indeed had its efFeft; for they 
followed thenoife, till coming weltward to the creek, 
they called for their boat to carry them over, taking 
one of the men out of her, and leaving two to look 
after her, having faftened her to the flump of a little 
tree on fliore. Hereupon immediately the captain 
and our party palling the creek out of their light, 
we furprized them both, by the captain’s knocking 
down one, and ordering the other to furrender on pain 
of death, and who, being the honeflefl: of them all, 
fincerely joined with us. By this time it was pretty 
late, when the reft returning to their boat, which they 
found a-ground in the creek, the tide out, and the men 
gone; they ran about, wringing their hands, crying 

it 
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it was an inchanted ifland, and that they fhonld be all 
murdered by fpirits or devils. My men would wil- 
lingly have iallen upon them, but 1 would not agree 
to hazard any of our party. But to be more certain, 
Friday and the captain crawled upon their hands and 
feet as near as poilible: And when the boatfwain ap- 
proached in fight, fo eager was the captain, that he 
fired and killed him on the fpot. Friday wounded 
the next man, and the third ran away. Hereupon I 
advanced with my whole army, and, it being dark, I 
ordered the men whom we had furprifed with the boat 
to call them by the;r names, and to parley with them. 
Accordingly he called aloud, 'Tom Smith ! Tom Smith! 
He anfwered, Who's that? Robinfon ! The other 
anfwered, For God’s fake, Tom,furrender immediately, 
or you are all dead men. Who mull we i'urrender 
to? fays Smith. To our captain and fifty men here, 
who have taken me prifoner, wounded Will. Fryes, 
and killed the boatfwain. Shall we have quarters 
then ? faid he. Hereupon the captain calls out, 
You, Smith, you knew my voice; furrender immediately, 
and you fioall all have your lives granted, except Will. 
Atkins. Hereupon Atkins cried out, What have I 
d.ne, captain, more than the refi, who have been as bad 
as me? But that was a lie, for he was the perfon that 
laid hold of him, and bound him. However, he was 
ordered to fubmit to the Governor’s mercy, for fuch 
was I called. And fo, laying down their arms, we 
bound them all, and feized on their boat. 

After this the captain expoftulated with them, tell- 
ing them, that the Governor was an Englijhman, who 
might exfeute them there; but he thought they would 
be lent to England, except Will. Atkins, who was or- 
dered to prepare for death next morning. Hereupon 
Atkins implored the captain to intercede for his life, 
and the reft begged they might not be fent to Eng- 
/,.,«*/. Thus anfwered our project for feizing the Hup. 
Forfending Atkins, andtwoof theworll, faftbound, to 
the cave; and the reft being committed to my bower. 
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I fent the captain, to treat with them, in the Gover- 
nor’s name, offering them pardon, if they would afiift 
him in recovering the fhip. Upon which they all pro- 
mifed to ftand by him till the laft drop of their blood ; 
and whoever adled treacheroufly fhould be hanged in 
chains upon the beach. They were all releafcd on 
thefe affurances; and then the captain repaired the 
other boat, making his pafienger captain of her, with 
four men well armed ; while his mate, himfelf, and five 
men more, went in the other. By midnight they 
came within call of the fhip, when the captain order- 
ed Robinfon to hale her, and tell thenj that, with great 
difficulty, they had found the men at laft. But while 
they were difcourfing, the captain, his mate, and the 
reft entered, and knocked dcwn the fecond mate and 
carpenter, fecured thof'e that were upon deck, by put- 
ting them under hatches, while the other boat’s crew 
entered and fecured the forecaftle ; they then broke into 
the round hcufe, where the mate, after fome refift- 
ance, fhot the pirate captain through the head : up- 
on which all the reft yielded themfelves prifoners. 
And thus the fhip being recovered, the joyful fignal 
was fired, which I heard with the greateft joy imagi- 
nable : Nor was it long before he brought the fhip 
to an anchbr at the creek’s mouth, when coming to 
me unawares, There, fays he, my dearcjl friend and 
deliverer, there is your Jhip, and we are your fervnnts ; 
a comfort fo unfpeakable, as made me fwoon in his 
arms, while, with .gratitude to heaven, we were 
tenderly embracing each other. 

Nothingnowremained,buttoconfult what we fhould 
do with the prifoners, whom he thought it was not 
fife to take on board. Hereupon, concerting with 
the captain, 1 dreffed myfelf in one of his 1'uits, and 
fending for them, told them, that as I was going to 
leave the ifland with all my people, if they would tarry 
there, their lives fhould be fpared ; if not, they fhould 
be hanged at the firft port we came to. They agreed to 
ftay. Hereupon I told them my whole ftory, char- 

g’nS 
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gingthemto be kind to the Spaniards that were expect- 
ed, gave them all my arms, and informing them of 
every thing neceflary for their fubfiftence, I and my 
man Friday went on board. But the next morning 
two of the men came fwimming to the fhip’s fide, de- 
firing the captain to take them on board, though he 
hanged them afterwards, complaining mightly how 
barbaroufly the others ufed them. Upon which I 
prevailed with the captain to take them in, and be- 
ing feverely whipped and pickled, they proved more 
honed for the future. • And fo I bid farewell to this 
ifland, carrying along with me my money, parrot, um- 
brella, and goat-lkin cap, fetting fail Dec. 12. 1686, 
after twenty-eight years, two months, and nineteen 
days refidence, that fame day and month that I efca- 
ped from Sallee, landing in England June 11. 1687, 
after thirty-five years abfence from my own country, 
which rendered me altogether a ftranger there. 

Here I found my firft captain’s widow alive, who 
had buried a fecond hufoand, but in very mean cir- 
cumftances, and whom I made mighty eafy upon my 
account. Soon after, I went down to Tcrkjhire, where 
ail my family were expired, except two lifters, and 
as many of one of my brother’s children. I found no 
provifion had been made for me, they concluding I 
had been long fince dead ; fo that I was but in a very 
flerder fituation. Indeed the captain did me a great 
kindnefs, by his report to the owners, how I had de- 
livered their fhip on the defolate ifland, upon which 
they made me a prefent of gool.fterling. I next went 
to Lijbon, taking my man Friday with me, and ar- 
riving there in April, I met the Portuguefe captain, 
who took me on board on the African coail; but be- 
ing antient, he had left off the fea, and refigned all 
his bufinefs to his fon, who followed the Prafl trade. 
So altered both of us were, that we did not know 
each other at firft, till I difeovered myfelf more fully 
to him. After a few embraces, I began to enquire of 
myconcerns, and then the old gentleman told me, that 
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it was nine years fince he had been at Brafd, where 
my partner was then living, but my truftees were 
both dead ; that it was his belief I ihould have a 
good account of the product of my plantation ; that 
the imagination of my being loft, had obliged my 
truftees to give an eftimate of my fhare to the pro- 
curator fifcal, who, in cafe of my not returning, had 
given one third to the King, and the reft to the 
monaftery of St AuguJUne but if I put my in claim, or 
any one for me, it would be returned, except the year- 
ly product, which was given to the poor. I then de- 
fired him to tell me, what improvement he thought 
had been made of my plantation; and whether he ima- 
gined it was worth my while to look after it ? He an- 
fwered, he did not know how much it was improved, 
but this he was certain of, that my partner was grown 
vaftly rich upon bis half of it; and that he had been 
informed, that the King had 200 moidores per annum 
for his third part. He added, that the furvivors of 
my truftees were perfons of an ingenuous character ; 
that my partner could wiinefs my title, my name being 
regiftered in the country, by which means indifputably 
I fliould recover confiderable fums of money. But, 
anfwered I, how could my truftees difpofe of my ef- 
fects, when I made you only my heir ? This, he faid, 
was true, but there being no affidavit made of my 
death, he could not act as an executor. However, he 
had ordered his fon (then at Brafil) to aft by pro- 
curation upon my account, and he had taken pofleffion 
of my fugar-houfe, having accounted himfelf for eight 
years with my partner and truftees for the profits, of 
which he would give me a very good account. 

And indeed this he performed very faithfully in a 
few days, making himfelf indebted to me 470 moi- 
dores of gold, over and above what had been loft at 
fea, after I had left the place. And then he recounted 
tomewhatmisfortuneshe had gonethro’, whichforced 
my money out of his hands, to buy part in a new Ihip : 
But (fays ht)you [hall not ivant} take this, and when ?ny 
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fon returns, every jarthing [hall be paid you. Upon 
which he put into my hand a purfe of ^omoidores 
in gold, as likewife the inftrument containing the 
title to the Ihip in which his fon was, and which he 
offered as fecurity for the remainder. But really, 
when I faw fo muchgoodnefs, generofity, tendernefs, 
and real honefty, I had not the heart to accept it, for 
fear he fhould ftraiten himfelf on my account. ’Tis 
true, faid he, it may be fo ; but the money is yours, not 
mine, and you may have the greatejl occafion for it. 
However, 1 returned fifty of them, promifing to give 
him the other hundred when I got my effefts in my 
hands, faying I defigned to go myfelf for thatpurpofe. 
But he told me, he could lave me the trouble ; and 
fo caufed me to enter my name with a public notary, 
as likevvife my affidavit, with a procuration affixed to 
it ; and he advifed me to fend it in a letter to one of 
his acquaintance, a merchant at Brafil; and indeed 
nothing could be more faithfully and honourably ob- 
ferved; for in feven months time I had a very faithful 
account of all my effefts, what fums of money were 
raifed, what expended, and what remained for my 
ufe: In a word, I found myfelf worth 5000I. fter- 
ling, and 1000I. per anum. Nor was this all, for my 
partner congratulated me uponmy being alive, telling 
me how much my plantation was improved, what ne- 
groes were at work, and how many Ave Marias he 
had faid to the Virgin /Vfury for my prefervation, de- 
firing me to accept kindly fome prefents he had fent 
me, which 1 found fhewed the greateft generofity. 

No fooner did the Blip arrive, but I rewarded my 
faithful captain, by returning him the hundred moi- 
dores ; and not only forgiving him all he owed me, I 
allowed him yearly a hundred more, and fifty to his 
fon, during their lives. And now being refolved to 
go to England, I returned letters of thanks to the 
Prior of St Augujline, and in particular to my old 
partner, with very fuitable prefents. By the captain’s 
advice, I was perfuaded to go by land to Calais, and 

there 
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there take paffage for England: When, as it hap- 
pened, I got a young Englijh gentleman, a merchant’s 
ion at Li ft on, to accompany me, together with two 
Englifl} and two Portuguese gentlemen ; fo that with 
a Portuguese fervant, an EngHJl: falior, and my man 
Friday, there were nine of us in number. 

Thus armed and equipped, we fet out, and came to 
Madrid, when the fummer decaying, we hafted to 
Navarre, where we were informed that there was 
fcarcely any palling, by reafon of the prodigious quan- 
tity of fnow ; fo that we were obliged to abide near 
twenty days at Pawpeluna, and at laid to take a guide 
to conduci us fafe towards Thouloufe. And now twelve 
other gentlemen joining with us, together with their 
fervants, we had a very jolly company. Away our 
guide led us by the frightful mountains, and through 
fo many intricate mazes and windings, that we infen- 
fibly paid them, which, as we travelled along, ulhered 
us into the profpe£t of the fruitful and charming pro- 
vinces of Languedoc and Gajcogne. 

But now came on two adventures, both tragical and 
comical, tld, Our guide was encountered by three 
wolves and a bear, who fet upon him and his horfe, 
and wounded him in three places : Upon which my 
man riding up to his affildance, {hot one of them dead, 
on which the others ran into the woods. But the plea- 
fanteld adventure was, toTce my man attack the bear. 
This creature, if let alone, will never meddle with 
you, and this my,rr.an Friday very well knew, and. 
fo begging leave of me in broken EngUJh, he told us. 
He would make good laugh. "Why, you filly fool,laid i, 
he’ll eat you up at a mouthful. Eatec tne up ! replied 
he, me eatee him, and make much good laugh. Upon. 
Which, pulling off ins boots, he claps on his pumps,' 
and running after the monfrous bead, he called Out 
that he wanted to fpcak vvith him ; and then throwing 
ftuqes on purpofe to-mcenft him, the ber.ft turns about 
in a fury, and with prodigious ftrides, fhuflies after 

' ‘ P . him. 
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him. But though he could not keep pace with Friday^ 
who made up to us as it were for help yet, being an- 
gry, 2 on dag faid I, immediately take kotj'e, and let us 
fnoot the creature. But he cried, Dear Majler> no (hoot, 
me make you much laugh. And lb he turned about, 
making ligns to follow, while the bear ran after him, 
till coming to a great oak, he afcended in a miunte, 
leaving his gun at the bottom of it. Nor did the bear 
make any difficulty of it, but, notvvithftanding his 
bulk, afcended like a cat. You muft think I was 
not a little amazed at the folly of my man, not per- 
ceiving any thing to occafion our laughter, till we 
rode up nearer, and beheld the beaft mounted on the 
oak, on the beginning of the fame branch to which 
Friday clung at the farther end, where the bear durft 
not come. Hereupon Friday cried out, Now, Majler, 
me make much laugh, me make de bear dance. Upon 
which he fell a fhaking the bough, which made the 
creature look behind him to fee how he could retreat. 
Then, as if the bear had underflood his hammering 
EngliJJj, Why you not comefarther, Mr. Bear ? faid he. 
Pray, Mr Bear, come farther : And then indeed we 
all burft into laughter, efpecially when we perceived 
Friday drop like a fquirrel upon the ground, leaving 
the beaft to make the beft of his way down the tree. 
And now thinking it the moft convenient time to kill 
him, Friday cried out, O dear, Mafer, no /hoot; me 
/hoot iy and by; when taking up the gun, Me notJhoot 
yet, faid he, me make once more much laugh. And ac- 
cordingly he was as good as his word, for the crea- 
ture defcending backwards from the tree very leifurely, 
before he could lay one foot on the ground, Friday 
fhot him through the ear ftone-dead, and looking to 
fee if we were pleafed, burft out into a hearty laugh, 
laying, Ho we kill bear in my country; not with gun, 
but much long arrow. Thus ended our diverlion, to 
our great latisfa&ion, efpecially in a place where the 
terrible bowlings ftruckus with continual terror. But 
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the fnows now growing very deep, particularly on the 
mountains, the ravenous creatures were obliged to 
feek for fuftenance in the villages, where coming by 
furprize on the country people, they killed feveral of 
them, befides a great number of their fheep and horfes. 

Our guide told us, we had yet one more dangerous 
place to pafs by ; and if there were any more wolves 
in the country, there we fhould find them. This was 
a fmail plain, encbmpafTed with woods, to get through 
a long lane, to the village where we were to lodge. 
When we entered the wood the fun was within half 
an hour of fetting 5 and a little after it was fet, we came 
into the plain, which was not above two furlongs over, 
and then we faw five great wolves crofs the road, 
without taking notice of us, and fo fwift as tho’ they 
were purfuing after their prey. Hereupon our guide, 
believing there were more coming, dtfired us to be 
upon our guard. Accordingly our eyes were very 
circumfpeft, till about a league farther we faw a dead 
horfe, and near a dozen of wolves devouring its car- 
cafe. My man Friday fain would have fired at them, 
but I would not permit him : Nor had we gone half 
over the plain, till we heard dreadful bowlings in a 
wood on our left, when prefently we faw an hundred 
come up againld us, as though they had been an ex- 
perienced army. This obliged us to form ourfelves 
in the heft manner : And then I ordered that every other 
man fhouki fire; that thofewho did not mightbe ready 
to give a fecond volley, fhould they advance upon us ; 
and then every man to make ufe of his piftols. But: 
there was no neceffity for this ; for the enemy being 
terrilied, flopped at the noife of the fire ; four of them 
were fhot dead, and feveral others being wounded, 
w'ent bleeding away, as we could very plainly difeover 
by the fnow. And now remembering what had been 
often told me, that fuch was the majefty of a man’s 
voice, as to ftrike terror even into the tiercefl crea- 
tures, I ordered all our companions to halloo as loud 
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as poffible: And in this notion I was not altogether 
miftaken; forthey immediately turned about upon the 
J]rft halloo, and began to retire: Upon which, or- 
dering a fecond volley in their rear, they galloped 
into the woods with great precipitation. 

Thus we had fome fmall time to load our pieces 
again, and then made all the hafte we could on our 
way: But we had not rode far before we were obliged 
to put ourfelves in a pofture of defence as before, 

, being alarmed with a very dreadful noife in the fame 
wood on our left hand, the fame way as we were to 
pafs, only that it was at fome diftance from us. By 
this time the darkfome clouds began to fpread over 
the elements, and the night growing very dulky, made 
it fo-much the more to our difadvantage: But the 
noife ftill increaOng, we were fully allured, that it 
was the howling and yelling of thofe ravenous crea- 
tures: When pmfently three troops of wolves, on 
our front, appeared to our fight, as tho’ a great num- 
ber of them had a defign to furround us, and de- 
vour us in fpite of fate. But as they did not fall upon 
us immediately, we proceeded on our journey in the 
fwifteft manner the roads would permit our horfes, 
which was only a large trot. It was in this manner 
we travelled, till fuch time as we dii'covered another 
wood, and had the profpeift of its entrance, through 
which we were to pais at the fartheft fide of the plain. 
But fnrely none can exprefs the terror we were in, 
when approaching the lane, we percieved a contufed 
number of the fierceft wolves ftanding, and as it were 
guarding its entrance. Nor were we long in this a- 
mazement, before another occalion of horror prefent- 
ed itfelf: For fuddenly we heard the report ofagun" 
at another opening into the wood; and looking that 
way, out ran a horfe, bridled and iaddled, flying 
with the greateft fwiftnefs, and no left than fixteen 
or feventeen wolves purfuing him, in order to devour 
the poor creature: And uncpj'eftionably they did fo, 

after 
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niter they had run hitn down, not being able to hold 
out that fwiftnefs with which he at hr ft efcapedtheni. 

When we rode up to that entrance from whence 
the horfe came forth, there lay the carcai'es of two 
men and another horfe, mangled and torn by thcle 
devouring wolves: And undoubtedly one of thefc 
men was the perfon who fired the gun which we had 
heard, for the piece lay by him; but alas! moft of 
the upper part of his body and his head were entom- 
bed in the bowels of thefe ravenous creatures. 

Whatcourfe to take, whether to proceed or retreat, 
we could not tell; but it was not long before the 
wolves themfelves made us come to a refolution; For 
fuch numbers furrounded us, every one of whom ex- 
pected their prey, that were our bodies to be divided 
among them, there would not be half a mouthful a 
piece. But happy, very happy, it was for us, that 
but a little way from the entrance, there lay fome verr 
large timber trees, which I fuppofed had been cut 
down and laid there for fale, among which I drew 
my little troop, placing ourfeives in a line behind one 
long tree, which ferved us for a breaft-work; when 
defiring them to alight, we flood in a triangle, or 
three fronts, enclofing our horfes in the centre, the 
only place where we could preferve them. 

Never certainly was there amore furious charge than 
what the wolves made upon us in this place; and the 
fight of the horfes, which was the principal thing they 
aimed at, provoked their hunger, and added to the r 
natural nercenefs. They came on us with a moi: 
dreadful node, that made the woods ring again, and’ 
beginning to mount our pieces of timber, 1 ordered 
every other man to fire as before direCled; andindeed 
fo well did they take their aim, that they killed feveral 
of the wolves at the firft volley; but hill we were o- 
bliged to keep a continual firing, by reafon they came 
on like devils, puihing one another with the great- 
eft fury.. But our fecond volley fomethrng abated 
their courage; when flopping a little, we hoped 
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they would have made the heft of their way; how- 
ever it did not prove fo, for others made a new at- 
tempt upon us: And tho’ in four firings we killedfe- 
venteen or eighteen of them, laming twice as many ; 
yet they came on feveral times fuccellively, as though 
they valued not their lives for the fake of their prey. 

Unwilling was I to fpend our laft fhot too fuddenly: 
And therefore called my other fervant, and giving him 
a horn of powder, bid him lay a large train quite a- 
long the timber, which he did, while Friday was char- 
ging my fuzee and his own with the greateft dex- 
terity. By this time the wolves coming up thetim- 
ber, I fet fire to the train, by fnapping a difcharged 
piftol clofe on the powder. This fo fcorched and 
terrified them, thatfome fell down, and others jump- 
ed in among us with the ftrength and terror of the 
flame; but thefe we immediately difpatched, when all 
thereft, frightened with the light, which the darkfome 
night caufed to appear mofedreadful, began at length 
to retire: Upon which, ordering our laft piftols to 
be fired at once, giving at the fame time a great 
fhout, the wolves were obliged to have recourfe to 
their fwiftnefs and turned tail; and then we fallied 
out upon twenty lame ones, cutting them in pieces 
with our fwords, which obliged them to howl lamen- 
tably, to the terror of their fellow devourers, who 
redgned to us the field as victorious conquerors. 
And indeed, I queftion whether Alexander, King of 
A face don, in any of his coffquefts, had moreoccaiion 
for triumph than we had; for he was but attacked 
by numerous armies of foldiers ; whereas our little 
army was obliged to combat a legion of devils, as it 
were, worfe than cannibals, who, had they flain us, 
would have facrficed us the fame moment, to iatis- 
fy their voracious appetites. 

Thus ended our bloody battle with the beafts, ha- 
ving killed threefcore of them,and favedour lives from 
their fury. We ftill had a league to go farther, 

when, 
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when, as we went, our ears were faluted with their 
moft unwelcome bowlings, expecting every moment 
another attack. But, in an hour’s time, we arrived 
fafe at the town where we were to lodge ; and here 
we found the place flrictly guarded, and all in terrible 
confufion, as well they might, for fear of the bears 
and wolves breaking into the village, in order to prey 
upon their cattle and people. The next morning 
we were obliged'to take a new guide, by reafon the 
other fell very bad of his wounds which he had re- 
ceived, as before mentioned. After we had reached 
Thouh/ufe, we came into a warm, pleafant, and fruit- 
ful country, not infefted with wolves, nor any fort 
of ravenous creatures : And when we told our ftory 
there, ti.ey much blamed our guide, for conduiting 
us through the foreft at the foot of the mountains, 
and in fuch a fevere feafon, when the fnow obliged 
them to feek for fhelter in the woods. When we 
informed them in what manner we placed ourfelves, 
and the horfes in the centre, then they exceedingly 
reprehended us, and told us, it was an hundred to 
one but we had all been dedroyed ; for that it was 
the fight of the horfes, their fo much defired prey, 
made the wolves more ragingly furious than they 
would have been ; which was evident, by their being 
at other times really afraid of a gun but then, being 
exceedingly hungry -and furious upon that account, 
their eagernels to come at the hcrles made them in- 
fenfible of their danger; and that if we had not by 
a continual fire, and at lad by the cunning ft rat a- 
gem of the train of powder, got the power over them, 
it had been great odds if their number had not over- 
powered us : Befides, it was a great mercy we alight- 

. ed from our horfes, and fought them with that cou- 
rage and conduft, which, had we failed to do, every 
man of us, with our beads, had been devoured. And 
indeed this was nothing but the truth ; for never in 
my life was I fo fenfxble of danger, as when 300 devils 
came roaring upon us; to fhun whofe unwelcome 

company, 
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company, if I was fure to meet a ftorm every week, 
I would rather go a thoufand leagues by fea. 

I think I have nothing uncommon in my pallage 
through France to take notice of, fince other travellers 
of greater learning and ingenuity have given a more 
ample account than my pen is able to fet forth. From 
Thouloufe I travelled to Paris, from thence to Calais, 
where I took (hipping, and landed at Dover the 14th 
of January, in a very cold feafon. 

Thus come to the end of my travels, I foon dif- 
covered my new-found eftate, and all the bills of ex- 
change I had brought were currently paid. The good 
ancient widow, my only privy counfellor, thought 
no pains or care too great to procure my advantage; 
nor had I ever occalion to blame her fidelity, which 
drew from me an ample reward.' I was for leaving 
mv effects in her hands, intending to fet out for 
Dijbon, and fo to the Braftls ; but as in the defolate 
ifland I had fome doubts about the Romifh religion, 
To I knew there was little encouragement to fettle 
there, unlefs I would apoftatize from the orthodox 
faith, or live in continual fear of the inquifition. 
Upon this account I refolved to fell my plantation, 
and for that intent I wrote to my old friend at Lijbon, 
who returned me an anfwer, to my great fatisfaffion, 
which was, that he could readily fell it there : How- 
ever, if I thought it convenient to give jhm liberty 
to offer it in my name to the two merchants, the fur- 
vivors of my truitees, redding at the Brafils, who con-, 
fequently under ft ood its intrinfic value, having lived 
juft upon the fpot, and who I was fenGble were very 
rich, and therefore might be tile more willing to pur- 
chafe it; h£ did not in the lead: doubt, but I ihould make 
4000 or ^000 pieces of eight more of it, than I (hould- 
do if I difpofed of it in any other manner.whatfoever. 

You may be fure I could not but agree with this 
kind and ingenuous propofal; and immediately I lent 
him an order to offer it unto them, which he accord- 
ingly did : So that about eight months after, the (nip 
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being in that time returned, he gave me a fatisfactory 
account that they not only willingly accepted the offer, 
but that they had alfo remitted thirty-three thoufand 
pieces of eight to a correfpondent of their own at 
Lijbon, in order to pay for the purchafe. 

Hereupon, in return, I figned the inftrument of 
fale, according to form, which they had fent from 
Li/bon, and returned it again to my oi^l friend, he 
having fent me, for my eftate, bills of three hundred 
twenty-eight thoufand pieces of eight, referving the 
payment of one hundred moidores per annum■> which 
I had allowed him during life, as alfo fifty to his fon 
during life, according to my faithful promife, which 
the plantation was to make good as rent-charge. 

And thus having led my reader to the knowledge 
of the firft part of my life, fo remarkable for the 
many peculiar providences that attended it, floating 
in an ocean of uncertainty and difappointmetit, of 
adverlity and profperity, beginning foolifhly, and yet 
ending happily ; methinks, now 1 am come to a lafe 
and pleafant haven, ’tis time to cafr out my anchor, 
and, laying up my veflel, bid (for a while) adieu to 
foreign adventures. I had no other concerns- to look 
after, but the care of rny brother’s two fons, which, 
with the good widow’s perfuaflons, obliged me to 
continue at home feven years. One of thei’e children 
I bred up a gentleman, and the other an experienced 
failor, remarkable for his courage and bravery. Be- 
fides this, I married a virtuous young gentlewoman, 
of a very good fanjily, by whom 1 had two fons and 
one daughter. But my dear and tender wife leaving 
this earthly ftage (as you will hear in the fecond part 
of my life, which rending my foul as it were afun- 
der), my native country became as it were tirefome 
to me : And my nephew happening to come from 
fea, tempted me to venture another voyage to the 
Eajl Indies, which I did in the year 169/), at which 
time I vifited my ifland, and informed myfelf of 
every thing that happened fince my departure. 

One 
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One might reafonably imagine, that what I had dif- 
fered, together with an advanced age, and the fear 
of lofing not only what I had gotten, but my life al- 
fo, might have choaked up all the feeds of youthful 
ambition and curiollty, and put a lading period to 
my wandering inclinations. But as nothing but death 
can fully allay the aidive part of my life, no lefs re- 
markable for the many various contingencies of it, 
you will next perceive how I vifited my little king- 
dom, faw my fuccedbrs the Spaniards, had an account 
of the ufage they met with from the Englifhrnen, 
agreeing and difagreeing, uniting and feparating, till 
at lad they were fubjected to the Spaniards, who yet 
ufed them very honourably; together with the wron- 
dcrful and fuccefsful battles over the Indians, who 
invaded, and thought to have conquered the idand, 
but were repelled by their invincible courage and 
bravery, having taken eleven men and five women 
prifoners; by which, at my return, I found about twen- 
ty young children on my little kingdom. Here I 
ftaid twenty days, left them fuppiies of all necefiary 
things, as alfo a carpenter and dnith, and fhared the 
idand into parts, referving the whole property to 
myfelf. Nor will you be infenfi'ole, by the account of 
thefe things, of feveral new adventures I have been 
engaged in, the battles I have fought, and the deliver- 
ances I have met with, and while in the furprifing 
relation of fuch remarkable occurences, I diall de- 
fcribe many of God’s kinded providences to me in 
particular, no lefs confpicuous in the fame goodnefs, 
povyer, and majedy of our Creator, fhewn, one way 
or other, over the face of the earth, if duly advert- 
ed to. 

Tkt 
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7he further Adventures of Robinson Crusoe, 
'•wherein are containedfeveral Jirange and furpriftng 
accounts of his travels) and mof remarkable tranfac- 
tionS) both by fea and land. With his •wonderful vifion 
of the Angelic Wor Id. 

WHEN we coniiuer the puiffant force of na- 
ture, and what mighty iniluence it has many 

times over the temper of the mind; it will be no fuch 
great wonder to*think that my powerful reafon fhould 
be overcome by a much ftronger inclination. My late 
acquired kingdom ran continually in my thoughts all 
the day, and I dreamt of it in the night; nay, I 
made it the continual fubjett of my talk, even to im- 
pertinence, when I was awake. I had fuch vapours 
in my head, that I aftually fuppofed myfelf at my 
caftle; that I not only perceived Friday's father, the 
old Spaniard, and the wicked Tailors; but that I talk- 
ed and difcourfed with them about their manner of 
living; that I heard thofe things related tome which 
I found afterwards to be too true ; and that I exe- 
cuted my judgements with thegreateft feverity upon 
the offenders. And indeed this anticipating all the 
plealing joys of my life, fcarcely afforded me one 
pleafant hour; my dear and tender wife could not 
but take notice of it, which drew thefe affectionate 
Ipeeches from her; My dear, faid fhe, I am really 
perfended that fame fecret impulfe from heaven occafons 
in you a determination to fee the if and again : Nor am 
I lefs fenfble, but your being engaged to me and thefe 
dear children, is the only hindrance of your departure. 
I know, my dear, if I was in the grave, you would not 
long continue at home : Prevent not your happinefs up- 
on my account, whofe only comfort centers in you. All 
that I can object is, that fuch an hazardous undertaking 
is no way confjlent with a per [on of your years; but if 
you are refolved to go (added fhe weeping), only permit 
me fo bear you company, and that is ail that 1 defire. 

/ Such 
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S^ich endearing tendernefs, graced with the moft - 
innocent, and yet moft powerful charms, brought me 
infenixbly into my right underftanding : And when I 
confidered all the tranfadlions of my life, and parti- 
cularly my new engagement; that I had two chil- 
dren already born, and my wife big of a third; and 
that I had no occafion to feek for more riches, who 
already was blefTed with liifficiency; with much ftrug- 
gling, I altered my refolutions at laft, refolving to ap- 
ply myfelf to fome bufinefs or other, which might put 
a period to fuch wandering inclinations. Hereupon I 
bought a little farm in the county of Bedford, with a 
refoiution to move thither: Upon this there was a 
pretty convenient houfe, furrounded with land, very 
capable of improvement, which fuited my temper, 
as to planting, managing, and cultivating. Nor was I 
long before I entered upon my new fettlement, ha- 
ving bought ploughs, harrows, carts, waggons, horfes, 
cows andfheep-, fo that I now led the life of a country 
gentleman, and was as happy in my retirement as the 
greateft monarch in the world. And what made me 
think my happinefs the greater was, that I was in 
that middle ftate of life which my father had lo often 
recommended, much refe.mbling the felicity of a rural 
retirement, which is elegantly deferibed by the poet 
in thefe lines: 

Free from all vice/, free from care, 
Age has no pain, and youth no f/iare. 

But in the midft of this my happinefs, I was fud- 
der.iy plunged into the greateff Borrows that I could 
pofiibly endure : For, when 1 lead expected it, my 
dear and tender wife was forced to fubmit to the ir- 
re lift bole power of death, leaving this tnvnfitory life 
for a better. It is impofllble for me to ytprefs the 
beauties of her mind, or tiie lovclinefs of her perfdnj 
neither can I too much lament her lofs, which my 
lateft breath fhall rec ord. Her influence was gr eater 
over me titan the powers oi my own reaion, the im- 

portunities 
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portunities of friends, the inftruftions of a father, or 
the melting tears of a tender and dilconfolate mother : 
In a word, fhe was-the fpirit of all my affairs, and 
the centre of my enterprifes. But now, fince the 
cruel hand of death had clofed my deareft’s eyes, I 
feemed in my thoughts a ftranger to the world j my 
privy couniellor being gone, 1 was like a {hip with- 
out a pilot, that could only run before the wind. 
And wheii I looked around me in this bufy world, 
one part labouring for bread, and the other fquan- 
tlering away their eftates, this put me in mind how 
I had lived in my little kingdom, where both realon 
and religion dictated to me, that there was fome- 
thing that certainly was the real'on and end of life, 
which was far fuperior to wdrat could be hoped for 
on this fide the grave. My country delights were 
now as infipid and dull, as mitfic or fcience to thofc 
who have neither tafie nor ingenuity. In fhort, re- 
folving to leave off houfe-keeping, I left my farm, 
and in a few- months returned to London. 

But neither could that great city, lb famous for 
its variety of entertainment, afford me any agree- 
able delight: A ftate of idlenefs I found to be the 
very dregs of life, and moft hurtful to body and 
foul. It was now the beginning of the year 1694, 
at which time my nephew (who, as I before obferved, 
had been brought up to the fea, and advanced to be 
captain of a fhip) was returned from a fhort voyage 
to Bilboa, the firft he had made in that ftation. He 
comes to me one morning, telling me, that feme 
merchants of his acquaintance had propofed to him 
to go a voyage for them, to the half Indies and Chi- 
na, in the manner of private traders : And now. 
Uncle, faid he, if you'll accompany me thither. I'll engage 
to land you upon your old ijland, to yifit the Jhite of your 
little kingdom. 

Juft before he came in, my thoughts were fixed 
to get a patent for its pofTeflion, and then to fill it 

with 
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with inhabitants. After I had paufed a little while, 
and looked ftedfaftly on him, What devil, or fpirit, 
f;}id I, feat you with this unlucky errand? He ftarted 
at firft, but recovering himfelf, when he perceived 
I was not offended, Sir, replied he, what I have 
propofed cannot, I hope, be ftyled unlucky, fmce 
certainly you muff: be defirous to fee your little ter- 
ritory, where you reigned with more content than 
any of your brother, kings in the univerie. Nephew, 
faid I, if you will leave me there, and call for me 
as you come back, I care not if I give my confent: 
But he anfwered, that the merchants would not al- 
low their veffel, loaden with an infinite value, to re- 
turn there again, which was a month’s fail out of the 
way; befides, Sir, faid he, if I fhould mifcarry, was 
your requeft granted, why then you would be locked 
up as before. This indeed carried a great deal of 
reafon in it, but we found out a remedy, and that 
was, to carry a framed floop on board, ready to 
be fet up in the ifland, by the affiffance of fome 
carpenters, whom we fhould carry with us, that 
might be fitted in a few days to go to fea. I was 
not long in forming my refolution, which overfwayed 
my good friend the widow’s perfuaffons, and the na- 
tural affeiffion I bore to my young children. I made 
my will, and fottied my eftate in fuch a manner 
that I was perfectly fure that my poor infants would 
have juftice done them. The good widow not only 
undertook to make provifion for my voyage, but al- 
fo took the charge of my domeffic affairs, and to 
provide for my childrens’ education ; and’indeed no 
mother could take more care, or underftood that of- 
fice better ; for which I lived to reward, and return 
her my hearty thanks. 

The beginning of January 1694-5, my nephew 
being ready to fail, I and Friday went on board in 
the Downs on the 8th, having, befide that floop al- 
ready mentioned, a very confiderable cargo for my 

new 



ROBINSON CRUSOE. 183 

new colony. FirJ}, I had force fervants, whom I 
propofed to leave there, as inhabitants, or to work 
while I ftaid there, as they fhould appear willing : 
There were two carpenters, a fmith, and a very in- 
genious fellow who was Jack of ail trades ; for he 
was not only a cooper by trade, but alfo he was dex- 
trous at making wheels and hand-mills to grind corn, 
likewife a good turner, and a good pot-maker. I 
alfo carried a tailor, who ccni'ented to ftay in my 
plantation, and proved a moft ceeeflary fellow in the 
ifland. As to my cargo, it conlifted of a fufficient 
quantity of linen, and Englifh {tuffs, for cloaihing 
the Spaniards that I expe£ted to find there ; as like- 
wife gloves, hats, {hoes, {lockings ; together with 
beds, bedding, and houfehold fluff, efpecially kit- 
chen utenfils, with.pots, and kettles, pewter, brafs, 
&c. alfo nails, tools of all forts, ftaples, hooks, 
hinges, and all other things neceffary ; all which, I 
think, coft me about three hundred pounds. Nor 
was this all; for I carried an hundred fpare-arms, mul- 
kets and fufees, befides fome piftols, a confiderable 
quantity of feveral forts of {hot, two brafs cannon, 
befides fwords, cmlafles, and the iron part for home 
pikes and halberts. I made my nephew take with 
us two fmall quarter-deck guns, more than he had 
occafion for in his fhip, to leave behind, if there 
was a necellity; that fo we might build a fort there, 
and man it againil all oppofers whatfoever. 

Well, we put out to fea; and though I can’t fay 
this voyage was fo unprofperous as my others had 
been, yet contrary winds drove us fo far northward, 
that we were obliged to put in at Galway in Ireland, 
where we lay wind-bound two and twenty days. Here 
indeed our provifions were very cheap, and we added 
to our fhips itores, by taking in feveral live hogs, 
two cows and calves, which I then refolved to put 
on Ihore in my illand, if our neceffities did not call 
for them. On the 5th of February we failed from 
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Ireland, with a very fair gale, which lafted for fomc 
days ; and I think it was about the 20th of the fame 
month, late in the evening, when the mate informed 
us, that he faw a flafh of fire, and heard a gun fired; 
and when he was fpeaking, a boy came in, and told 
us, that the boatfwain had heard another. Upon 
which we all ran to the quarter-deck, from whence 
in a few moments we perceived a terrible fire at a 
diftance. We had immediately recourfe to our reck- 
onings, in which we were all of opinion, that there 
could be no land that way, it appearing to be at N. 
N. W. Hereupon we concluded that fome Ihiphad 
taken fire at fea.'and that it could not be far off, by 
the report of the guns which we had heard. We 
made up directly to it, and in half an hour’s time, 
the wind being fair, we cquld plainly perceive a great 
fhip on fire in the middle of the fea. Touched with 
this mhippy difafter, and confidering my former 
cireumft.mces, when the Pcrtuguefe captain took me 
up, 1 immediately ordered five guns to be fired, that 
the poor creatures, not feeing us, it being dark, 
(though we could perceive their flame) might be fen- 
iible there was deliverance at hand, and confequently 
might endeavour to fave themfelves in their boat. 
Nor was it long before the fhip blew up in the air, 
and the fire was extinguifhed in the ocean. But 
fuppoiing them all to be in their boats, we hung out 
our lanterns, and kept firing till eight o’clock in the 
morning 5 when, with our perfpedfives, we beheld 
two boats, full of people, making towards us, though 
the tide was againft them ■, then fpreading out our 
ancient, and hanging out a waft, as a fignai for them 
to come on board, in half an hour’s time, we came 
up to them, and took them all^n, there being no 
lefs than fixty-four men, women, and children. It 
was a French merchant fhip of 300 tons, homeward 
bound from Qnebeck in the river of Canada. The 
mafier informed me how, by the negligence of the 
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fteerfman, the fteerage was fet on fire; that, at his 
outcry for help, the fire was, as they thought, to- 
tally extinguiflied ; but that fome fparks getting be- 
tween the timber and within the ceiling, it proceed- 
ed into the hold, where there was no refifting it; 
that then they got into their boats, as creatures in 
the laft extremity, with what provifions they had, 
together with oars, fails, and a compals, intending 
to go back to Newfoundland, the wind blowing at 
S. E. and by E. though there were feveral chances 
againft them, as {forms to overfet and founder them, 
rains and colds to benumb and peritli their limbs, 
and contrary winds to keep them back and ftarve 
them : But, laid he, in this our great diftrefs, we 
heard the welcome report of your guns, when, with 
unfpeakable joy, taking down our marts and fails, 
we were refolved to lie by till morning ; but per- 
ceiving your light, we fet our oars at work to keep 
our boat a-head, the fooner to attain your fhip, the 
happy inftrument of our deliverance. 

Indeed no one can exprefs the joy of thefe poor 
creatures on this occafion ; fear and grief are eaiily 
fet forth ; fighs and tears, with a few motions of the 
hands and head, are all the demonftrations of thefe 
pafiions ; but an excels of joy carries in it a thou- 
fand extravagancies; ei’pecially, I think, amongft the 
French, whole temper is allowed to be more volatile,, 
paflionate, fprightly, and gay, than that of other 
nations. Some were weeping, tearing themfelves 
in the grearelt agonies of forrow, and running ftark 
'mad about the (hip ; while the reft were {tamping 
with their feet, wringing their hands, finging, laugh- 
ing, fwooning away, vomiting, fainting, with a few 
returning hearty thanks to the Almighty, and crol- 
fing themfelves. I think, if I am not raiftaken, our 
furgeon was obliged to let thirty of them blood. But 
among the palTengers, there were two pnefts, the 
one an old, and the other a young man; but what a-- 
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mazed me more, was, that the oldeft was in the worft 
plight; for no fooner did he perceive himfelf freed 
from danger, but he drcpt down, as it were with- 
out life, and, to every one’s appearance, quite dead ; 
but the lurgeon, chaffing and. rubbing his arm, o- 
pened a vein, which at firft dropped, and then flow- 
ing more freely, the old man began to open his eyes, 
and in a quarter of an hour was well again. But 
foon remembering his happy change, the joy of which 
whirled his blood about fafter than the veflels could 
convey it, he became fo feverifh, as made him more 
fit for bedlam than any other place ; but the furgeon 
giving hkn a fleepy dole, he was perfectly compofed 
the next morning. 

Remarkable indeed was the 'behaviour of the 
young prieft. At his entrance on board the fhip, 
he fell on his face in the mofl: humble proftration to 
the Almighty. I thought indeed he had fallen into 
a fwoon, and fo ran to help him up ; but he modeftly 
told me, he was returning his thanks to the Al- 
mighty, defiring me to leave him a few moments, 
and that, next his Creator, he would return me thanks 
alfo. And indeed’he did fo, about three minutes 
after, with great ferioufnefs and affeftion, while the 
tears flood in his eyes, which convinced me of the 
gratitude of his foul. Nor did he lefs Ihew his piety 
and wifdom, in applying himfelf to his country 
people; and labouring to compofe them, by the mofl: 
powerful reafons, arguments, and perfuafions. And 
when, indeed, thofe people had taken their night’s 
repoie, in fuch lodgings as our flflp would allow, 
we found nothing but the beft of manners, and the 
moft civil acknowledgments, for which the French 
are eminently remarkable. The next day the cap- 
tain, and one of the priefts, defined to /peak with 
me, and my nephew, the commander. They told 
us, that they had faved fome money, and valuable 
things out of the ruined veflel, which were at our 
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fervice; only that they defired to be fet on fhore 
fome where in our way. At the firft my nephew 
was for accepting the money ; but I (who knew how 
hard my cafe would have been, had the Portuguefe 
captain ferved me fo) perfuaded him to the contrary; 
and therefore told them, that as we had done no- 
thing but what we were obliged to do, by nature 
and humanity, and what we ourfelves might expert 
from others in fuch calamity ; fo we took them up to 
fave them, not to plunder them, or leave them naked 
upon the land, to perilli for want of fubfiftence, and 
therefore would not accept their money : But as to 
landing them, that was a great difficulty ; for, being 
bound to the Eaft Indies, it was impoffible wilfully 
to change our voyage upon their particular account; 
nor could my nephew (who was under charter-party 
to purfue it by way of Braf.l) anfwer it to the freight- 
ers, All that we could do, was to put ourfelves in 
the way of meeting fome ihips homeward bound 
from the Weft Indies, that if poffible they might 
get a palfage to France or England. Indeed they 
were very thankful for our firft kindnefs; but were 
under great concern, efpecially the paftengers, at 
their being carried to the Eaft Indies. They beg- 
ged therefore I would keep on the banks of New- 
foundland, where probably they might meet with 
fome fliip or floop to carry them to Canada, whence 
they came. As this was but a reafonable requeft, 
I was inclined to grant it, iince it was no breach of 
charter party, and that the laws of God and nature 

• obliged us to do what good we could to our fellow- 
creatures ; and beiides, the"danger we ourfelves 
fhould be in for want of provifions ; fo we confent- 
ed to carry them to Newfoundland, if wind and 
weather'would permit; if not, that we fhould carry 
them to Martinico in the Weft Indies. But as it 
happened, in a week’s time, we made the banks of 
Newfoundland, where the French people hired a 
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bark to carry them to France. But the young prieft 
being defirous to go to the Eaft Indies, I readily a- 
greed to it, becaufe I liked his converfation; and two 
or three of the French Tailors alfo entered thernfelves 
on board our {hip. 

Now, direfting our courfe for the Weft Indies, 
fleering S. and S. by E. about twenty days with little 
wind, another adventure happened to exercife our 
humanity. In the latitude of 27 degrees 5 min. 
north, the 19th of March 1694-5, we perceived a 
fail (our courfe S. E. and by S.) which bore up to 
us, and then {he appeared to be a large veflel, ha- 
ving loft her main-top maft, fore-maft, and boltfprit; 
when firing a gun as a fignal of diftrefs, wind N.N. W. 
we foon came to fpeak with her. She was a fhip of 
Briftol, bound home from Barbadoes, out of which 
road {he had been forced by a hurricane to the weft- 
ward, in which they loft their mafts. 

They told us, their expeftations were to fee the 
Bahama iflands, but were driven away by a ftrong 
wind at N. N. W. and having no fails to work the 
fhip with, but the main courfe, and a kind of fquare 
Jfail upon a jury foremaft, becaufe they could not 
come near the land, were endeavouring to ftand for 
the Canaries ; nay, what was worfe, befides all their 
fatigue, they were almoft ftarved for want of pro- 
viiion, having eat nothing for eleven days ; all that 
they had aboard vifas fugar, a barrel of frelh water, 
and feven calks of rum. In this fliip were three 
paflengers, a youth, his mother, and a maid-fervant, 
who were in a moft deplorable condition for want of 
food. If I had not gone on board their fhip, the 
knowledge of their mifery had been concealed from 
me, and they would have inevitably perifhed, though 
indeed their feccnd mate (who was captain, by rea- 
fbn the true captain was not on board when, the hur- 
ricane happened) had before informed me that there 
were fuch perfons on board, whom he fuppofed to 
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be dead, being afraid to inquire after them, bccaufc 
he had nothing to give them for relief. Hereu[ oa 
we refolved tp let them have what we could fpare, 
ordering the mate to bring fome of his men on board 
us, which he did accordingly ; as he and they look- 
ed like fkeletons, when meat was fet before them, 
I ordered them to eat fparingly. But, however they 
foon fell fick; which obliged the furgeon to mix 
fomething in their broth, which was to be to them 
both food and phylic. When they were fed, we 
ordered cur mate to carry themafack of bread, and 
four or five pieces of beef; but the furgeon charged 
them to fee it boiled, and to keep a guard on the 
cook-room, to prevent the men from eating it raw, 
and confequently killing themfelves with what was . 
defigned for their relief. But particularly I defired 
the mate to fee what condition the poor pafiengers 
were in, and the furgeon gave him a pitcher of the 
fame broth which he had prepared for the men. 
And being curious to fee this fcrene of mifery myfelf, 
I took the captain (as we called the mate of the Ihip) 
in our boat, and failed after them. 

Here was a fad fight indeed ! fcarce were the- 
victuals half boiled in the pot, but they were ready 
to break open the cook-room door. To ftay their 
ftomachs, the mate gave them bifcuits, which were 
dipped in, and foftened with the liquor of the meat, 
which they called Breuife •, telling them, it was for 
their own lafety, that he was obliged to give them 
but a litle at a time : And fo feeding them gradually, 
their bellies were comfortably filled, and the men 
did very well again. But when they came to the 
poor gentlewoman in the cabin, who for feveral 
days had continued without food, giving what (he 
had to her fon, they found her as it were in the 
arms of death. She was fitting upon the floor of 
the deck, with her back up againft the Tides, between 
two chairs, which were billed faft, and her head 
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flirunk between her {boulders, like a fenfelefs corpfe. 
Nothing was wanting in my mate to revive and en- 
courage her; opening her lips, and putting fome 
broth into her mouth with a fpoon. But not having 
ftrength to fpeak, fhe lifted up her head with mudi 
difficulty, intimating that it was now too late ! at 
the fame time pointing to the youth her Ion, as 
though (lie defired him to do what he could to lave 
the lad ; and in a little after the died. 

The youth indeed was not fo far gone, yet lay 
{{retched out in a cabin bed, like one that had fcarce 
any life. In his mouth was a piece of an old glove, 
the reft of which he had ate up. At lirft he vomited 
what the mate had gvien him ; but at length began 
fenfibly to revive, though in the gredteft concern 
for the death of his tender mother. 

As to the poor maid, {he lay by her iniftrefs, 
like one in the laft pangs of death : Her limbs were 
diftorted, one of her hands was clafped round the 
frame of a chair, which {he griped fo hard, that 
it was with fome difficulty we feparated her from it: 
Her other arm lay over her head, and her feet lay 
both together fet faft againft the frame of the cabin 
table: Not only being ftarved with hunger, but over- 
come with grief for the lofs of her miftrefs, whom 
{he loved moft tenderly. It was a great while before 
the furgeon could bring her to life, and a much 
longer time before fhe came to her fenfes. 

After we had failed with them fome days, we 
fent them five barrels of beef, one of pork, two 
hogffieads of bifeuit, with peafe, flower, and other 
things, taking three calks of fugar, fome rum, and 
fome piecies of eight forsfatisfadVion, we left them, 
but took the youth and maid with us, with all their 
goods. The lad was about feventeen years old, very 
handfome,modeft,fenfible,and well-bred,but mighti- 
ly concerned for the lofs of his honoured mother, 
having loft his father at Barbadoes but a few months 
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before. He befeeched the furgeon to intercede with 
me to take him out of the Ihip ; for that the lailors, 
not fparing a fmall fuftenance, had ftarved his mother. 
But hunger has no bounds, no right, and confequent- 
ly is incapable of any compaffion. When the furgeon 
told him, that our voyage might put him in bad cir- 
cumftances, and farther from his friends, he an- 
fwered, he did not care, fo he was delivered from 
that terrible crew : That as the captain (meaning me) 
had faved him from death, fo he was fure he would 
do him no harm; and as for the maid, when Ihe 
was reftored to her fenfes, fhe would be no lels 
thankful, let us carry them where we would. And 
indeed the furgeon fo reprefented their cafe to me, 
that I confented, and took them on board with all 
their goods, except eleven hogfheads of fugar; but 
the youth having a bill of lading, I made the com- 
mander oblige himfelf to deliver a letter and the 
deceafed widow’s goods to Mr Rogers, a merchant 
in Briftol; but I believe the fhip was loft at fea, for 
we could never hear what became of her afterwards. 
We were now in the latitude of 19 deg. 42 min. 
having'as yet a tolerable good voyage. But, paffing 
by feveral little incidents relating to wind and weather, 
I Ihall relate what is more remarkable concerning 
my little kingdom, to which I was then drawing 
near. I had great difficulty in finding it; for as I 
came to, and wrent from it before, on the fouth and 
eaft fide of the ifland, as coming from the Brafils; 
fo now approaching between the main and the ifland, 
riot having any chart for the coaft, nor land-mark, 
it obliged us to go on fhore on feveral iflands in the 
mouth of the river Oroonoko, but to no purpofe. 
Tims I perceived, that what I thought was a con- 
tinent before, was no fuch thing, but a long ifland, 
or rather a ridge of fands. On one of thefe iflands 
I found fome Spaniards, but they belonged to the 
ifle de Trinidad, who came hither in a floop to make 
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fait,and totrytofind fomepearl mulTels. Butatlength 
I came fair on the fouth fide of my ifland, and then 
I preiently knew the countenance.of my little king- 
dom, fo we brought the {hip fafe to an anchor, 
broadfide within the little creek, where flood my 
ancient and venerable caflle. 

No fooner did I fee the place, but calling for 
Friday, I afked him where he was ? But when he 
looked a little, he clapped his hands, crying, O 
joys, 0 there, O yes, 0 there! pointing to our old 
abode, and then fell a dancing and capering as if he 
■was mad, and I had much ado to keep him from 
jumping into the fea, to fwim afhore. Friday, faid 
I, what do you think, fhall we go fee your father ?' 
At the mentioning his father’s name the poor affec- 
tionate creature fell a weeping : No no, fays he, me 
fee him no more, never fee poor father more! he long 
ago die, die long ago; he much old man. You don’t 
know that, Friday, faid I, but fhall we fee any body 
elfe ? He looks about, and pointing to the hill above 
my houfe, cries out, Wefee, we fee, there much men and 
there!—which, though I could not perceive them with 
my prefpeflive glafs, was true, by what the men 
themfelves told me the next day. 

When the Englifh ancient was fpread, and three 
guns fired as a fignal of friendfhip, we perceived a 
fmoke rife from the creek ; upon which I ordered 
the boat’eut, taking Friday with nte, and hanging 
out a white flag of truce, I went on fhore, accom- 
panied alfo by the young friar, to whom I had related 
the hiflory of the firll part of my life : Befides we 
had fixteen men well armed, in cafe we had met 
with any oppofition. 

After we had rowed direclly into the creek, the 
firft man I fixed my eye upon was the Spaniard whole 
life I had faved, and whole face I perfetdly well knew. 
I ordered them all to flay in the boat for a while; 
but Friday, perceiving his father at a diflance, would 
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have jumped into the fea, had they not let the boat 
go. No fooner was he on fhore, but he flew like a' 
1'wift arrow out of a bow to embrace his aged fa- 
ther. Certainly it would melt a man of the firmeft 
refolution into the fofteft tears, to fee with what 
uncommon tranfports of joy he faluted him : He firfl: 
killed him, then ftroaked his face, took him in his 
arms, laid him under a fhady tree, fat down by him, 
then looked as earneft at him as one would do at a 
pi&ure, for a quarter of an hour together. After 
this, he would lie upon tli£ ground, ftroak his legs, 
and kifs them, then get up and flare at him, as tho’ 
he was bewitched : But the next day one could not 
forbear laughter to fee his behaviour, for he would 
walk feveral hours with his father along the fhore, 
leading him by the hand, as though he was a lady; 
while, every now and then he would run to the boat, 
to get fomething for him, as a lump of fugar, dram, 
bifcuit, or fomething or other that was good. His 
frolics ran in another channel in the afternoon ; for 
when he fet old Friday on the ground, he would 
dance round him, making comical poftures and ge- 
ftures: And all this while would be telling him one 
ftory or other of his travels and adventures. 

It was on the 10th of April, anno 1695, that I 
fet my foot upon the ifland a fecond time. When 
my faithful Spaniard, accompanied by one more, 
approached the boat, he little knew who I was, till 
I difcovered myfelf to him : Signior, faid I, in Por- 
tuguefe, don’t you know me ? He fpoke never a 
word, but giving his mulket to his attendant, ex- 
tended his arms, and faying fomething in Spanifh, 
that I did not then underhand, he came forward 
and embraced me, faying, he was inexcufable not 
to know his deliverer, who, like an angel fent from 
heaven, had faved his life. He then beckoned to 
the man to call out his companions, afldng me, if 
I would walk to my own habitation, and take pof- 
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feffion, where I fliould find fome mean improvements: 
But indeed they wore extraordinary ones ; for they 
had planted fo many trees fo clofe together, that the 
place was like a laybrinth, which none could find 
out except themfelves, who knew its intricate wind- 
ings. I afked him the meaning of all thefe fortifi- 
cations ; he told me he would give me a large ac- 
count of what had pafled fince my departure to this 
time, and how he fubdued fome Englith, who thought 
to be their murderers, hoping I would not be dif- 
pleafed, fince neceflity compelled them to it. As 
I knew they were wicked villains, fo I told him, that 
I was not only far from finding fault with it, but 
was rather heartily glad that they had fubdued them. 
While wc were thus talking, the man whom he had 
fent returned, accompanied by eleven more, but in 
fuch habits that it-was impofiible to tell what na- 
tions they were of. He firft turned to me, and, 
pointing to them, Thefe Sir, faid he, are fome 
of the gentlemen who owe their lives to your good- 
nefs ; then turning to them, and pointing to me, he 
made them fenfible who I was: And then indeed they 
fainted me one by one; not as ordinary men, but 
as though they had been ambafladors or noblemen, 
and I a triumphant conqueror; for their behaviour 
not only agreed with a manlike majeftic gravity, 
but at the fame time was fo obliging and courteous 
as made them admirable to the la-ft degree. 

Before I relate the hiftory of the tranfa&ioris of 
my kingdom, as I had it from the Spaniard’s own 
mouth, I mufi: here infert what I omitted in my 
former relation. The matter is this : Juft before 
we weighed anchor to fet fail, there happened a 
quarrel on board the fhip, which had like to haye 
occafioned a fecond mutiny, till fuch time as the 
courageous captain taking two of the moft refra£lory 
prifoners, laid them in irons, threatening, as they 
were concerned in the former difordcrs, to have 
them hanged in England for running away with the 
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fliip. This frightened fome of the reft, as thinking 
the captain would ferve them in the fame manner,* 
though he feemed to give them good words for the 
prefent. But the mate having intelligence of this, 
made me acquainted with their fears; fo that, to make 
them more eafy, and ourfclves more fafe from their 
confpiraces, I was obliged to go down, and pafs my 
honour’s word for it, that, upon their good behaviour, 
all that was paft fliould be pardoned; in teftimony 
of which I ordered the two mens’ irons to be takefi 
oft', and themfelves forgiven. But as this had brought 
us to an anchor that night, in which there was a calm, 
the two men that had been in irons ftole each of 
them a mufket, and fome other weapon^, and ta- 
king the fhip’s pinnace, not yet haled up, ran away 
to their brother rogues. The next morning we fent 
the long boat, with men to purlue them ; but all in 
vain : The mate, in revenge, would have demolifhed 
ipy little caftle, burnt its furniture, and deftroyed 
their plantations ; but having no orders for it, he 
did not put it in execution. And thus there were five 
Englifhmen in the ifland, whic'h caufed great diffe- 
rences, as my faithful Spaniard gave me a perfedl: 
account of in the following manner : 

“ You cannot, S:#, but remember the embafly you 
fent me about, and. what a dffappointment we met 
with, by your abfence, at our return. There is but 
little variety in the relation of our voyage, being 
biefled with calm weather, andafmooth fea. Great 
indeed was the joy of my countrymen to fee me alive, 
having,acted as the principal man on board, the cap- 
tain of the fhipwrecked veffel dying before ; nor was 
their furprife lefs, as knowing I was taken prifonerby 
the favages of another nation, they thought me long 
fince entombed in their monftrous bowels. But when 
I fhewed them the arms, ammuhition, and provifi- 
ons I had brought for them, they, looked upon me 
as a fecond Jofeph, advanced in Tharoah’s court, 
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and immediately prepared to come along with me. 
- Indeed they were obliged to trefpafs upon their 

friendly favages, by borrowing two of their canoes, 
under a pretext for fifhing : And they came away 
the next morning, but without any provifions of 
their own, except a few roots, which ferved them 
inftead of bread. After three week’s abfence, we 
arrived at your habitation. Here we met with three 
Englifh faiiors, who, I confefs, gave us provifions, 
and that letter of direction you had left lor us, which 
informed us how to bring up tame goats, plant corn, 
cure grapes, make pots, and in fhert, every thing 
that was necefiary for our ufe as, in particular, I 
knew your method beft, fo taking Friday’s father to 
affifl: me, we managed all the affairs ; nor were the 
reft of the Spaniards wanting in their kind offices, 
drefiing food for the Englifhmen, who did nothing 
but ramble and divert themfelves in the woods, either 
fhooting parrots, or catching tortoifes. But we had 
not been long afliore, before we were informed of 
two more Englilhmen, unnaturally turned out of 
their common place of refidence by the three others 
above mentioned : This made my Spaniards and me 
(whom they now looked upon as their governor in 
your abfence) endeavour to perfuade them to take 
them in, that we might be as one family ; but all 
intreaties were in vain, fo that the poor fellows, 
finding nothing to be done without induftry, pitch- 
ed their tents on the north fide of the illand, a little 
inclining to the weft, for fear of favages. Here they 
built two huts, one to lodge, and the other to lay 
their ftores in ; for my good natured Spaniards gi- 
ving them fome feeds, they dug and planted as I had 
done, and began to live' prettily. But while they 
were thus; comfortably going on, the three unnatural 
brutes, their countrymen, in a mere bullying hu- 
mour, infulted them, by faying, the governor (mean- 

Jpg you) had given them pofieffion of the ifland, and 
d—am 
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d—mn ’em, they fliould build no houfes upon their 
ground without paying rent. The two honeft men 
(for fo let me now diftinguiili them) thought their 
•three countrymen only jefted, and one of them in- 
vited them in, to fee their fine-habitations ; while 
the other facetioufly told them, that fince they built 
tenements, with great improvements, they fhould* 
according to the cuftom of landlords, give them a 
longer leafe ; at the fame time defiring them to fetch 
a fcnvener to draw the writings. One of the wretches, 
fwgaring be fliould pay for the jeft, {hatches up a 
firebrand, and clapping it to the outfide of their hut, 
very fairly fet it on fire, which would foon have con- 
fumed it, had not the honeft man thruft him away, 
and trod it out with his feet. Hereupon the fellow 
returns with a pole, with which he would have end- 
ed his days, had not the poor man avoided the blow 
when fetching his mufket, he knocked down the 
villain that- began the quarrel. The other two 
coming to affitt their fellow, obliged the honeft man 
to take his mufket alfo, and both of them prcfenting 
their pieces, bid the villains ftand off and if they 
did not lay down their arms, death fliould decide 
the difpute one way or other. This brought them 
to a parley, in which they agreed to take their 
wounded man anti be gone ; but they were in the 
wrong that they did not difarni them when they had 
the power, and then make their complaint to me and 
my Spaniards for juftice, which might have prevent- 
ed their farther defigns againft them. And indeed 
fo many trpfpailes did they afterwards commit, by 
treading down their corn, {hooting their young kids 
and goats, and plaguing them night and day, that 
they refolved to come to mv caftle, challenge all the 
three, and decide their right by one plain battle, 
while the Spaniards flood by to fee fair play. One 
day it happened, that two of my Spaniards (one of 
whom underftood Englifh) being in the w'oods, were 
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met by one of the honeft men, who complained how 
barbarous their countrymen had been in deftroying 
their corn, killing their milk-goats, and three kids, 
which deprived them of their fubfiftence ; that if we 
did not grant them relief, they muft be inevitably 
ftarved ; and fo they parted : But when my Spaniards 
came home at night, and fupper being on the table, 
one of them began to reprehend the Eftglifhmen, 
but in a very mannerly, way ; which they refenting, 
replied, what bufinefs had their countrymen there 
without leave, when it was none of their ground ? 
Why, laid my Spaniard, calmly, biglefe, they mud 
not ftarve; but they replied, Let them ftarve and be 
d—mn’d, they fhould neither plant nor build, and 
d—mn them they fhould be their fervants, and work 
for them, for the ifland was theirs, and they would 
burn all the huts they fhould find in the land. By 
this rule, laid my Spaniard, fmiling, we lhall be your 
fervants too. Aye, by G—d, and fo you lhall, re- 
plied the impudent rafeal. Upon which, ftarting up, 
Will Aitkins cries, Come Jack, let's have t’other 
brufh with them, who dare to build in our domi- 
nions ? Thus leaving us fomething heated with juft 
paffion, away they trooped, every man having a gun, 
piftol, and fword, muttering fome threatening words, 
that we could then but imperfectly underftand. 
That night they defigned to murder their two com- 
panions, and flept till midnight in the bower, think- 
ing to fall upon them in their fleep : Nor were the 
honeft men lefs thoughtful concerning them ; for at 
this juncture they were coming to find them out, 
but in a much fairer way. As foon as the villains 
came to the huts, and found no body there, they 
concluded that I and my Spaniards had given them 
notice, and therefore fwore to be revenged on us. 
Then they demolilhed the poor mens habitations ; 
not by fire, 6s they attempted before, but pulled 
down their lioufes, limb from limb, not leaving flick 
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nor Bone on the ground where they flood; broke 
their houfehold fluff in pieces, tore up their trees, 
fpoiled their inclofures, and, in fliort, quite ruined 
them of every thing they had. Had thefe people 
met together, no doubt but there would have been a 
bloody battle; but Providence ordered it for the bet- 
ter ; for juft as the three were got thither, the two 
were at our caftle ; and when they left us, the three 
came back again, but in a great rage, fcoffingly tel- 
ling us what they had dope ; when one taking hold 
of a Spaniard’s hat, twirls it round, faying, jlnd you, 
Seignior Jack Spaniard, flail have the fame fauce, if 
you don't mend your manners. My Spaniard, a grave, 
but courageous man, knocked him down with one 
blow of his fift ; at which another villain fired his 
piftol, and narrowly miffed his body, but wounded 
him a little in the ear. Hereat enraged, the Spa- 
niard takes up the fellow’s mufket whom he had 
knocked down, and would have fhot him, if 1 and 
the reft had not come out and taken their arms 
from every one of them. 

“ The Englifhmen, perceiving they had made all 
of us their enemies, began to cool; but notwith- 
ftanding their better words, the Spaniards would 
not return them their arms again, telling them, 
they would do them no manner of harm, if they 
would live peaceably^ but if they offered any injury 
to the plantation or caftle, they would fhoot them as 
they would do ravenous beafts. This made them fo 
mad, that they went away raging like furies of hell. 
They were no fooner gone, but in came the two 
honeft men, fired with the jufteft rage, if fuch can 
be, having been ruined as aforefaid. And indeed 
it was very hard, that nineteen of us fhould be bul- 
lied by three villains continually offending with im- 
punity. 

“ It was agreat while,Sir,before we could perfuade 
the two Engliflimen from purfuing, and undoubt- 
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cd’.y killing them with their fire arms; but we pro- 
mifeu them jufitice lliould be done them, and in the 
mean time they fiiould refide with us in our habita- 
tion. In about five days after, thefe three vagrants, 
almoft ftarved with hunger, drew near our grove, 
and perceiving me, the governor, and two others, 
walking by the fide of the creek, they very fubmif- 
fively defired to be received into the family again. 
We told them of their great incivility to us, and of 
their unatural barbarity to their countrymen; but 
yet we would fee to what the reft agreed to, and in 
half an hour’s time would bring them word. After 
feme debate, we called them in, where their two 
countrymen laid a heavy charge againft them, for 
not only ruining, but defigning to murder them, 
which they could not deny. But here I was for- 
ced to interpofe as a mediator, by obliging the 
two Englifhmen not to hurt them, being naked 
and unarmed : And that the other three fhould 
make them reftitution, by building their two huts, 
and fencing their ground in the lame manner as 
it wras befdre. Well, being in a miferable con- 
dition, they fubmitted to this at prefent,'and lived 
feme time regularly enough, except as to the work- 
ing part, which they did not care for; but the Spa- 
niards wmuld have difpenfed with that, had they con- 
tinued eafy and quiet. Their arms being given them 
again, they fcarce had them a week when they be- 
came as troublefonu: as ever; but an accident hap- 
pening foon after obliged us to lay afide private re- 
fentments, and look to our common prefervarion. 

“ One night, Sir, I went to bed, perfectly well in 
health, and yet by no means could I compofe my- 
felf to fleep : Upon which* being very uneafy, Tgot 
up, and looked out; but it being dark, I could per- 
ceive nothing but the trees around our caftle. I went 
to bed again, but it was all one, I could not fteep ; 
when one of my Spaniards hearing me walk about, 
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sliced who it was up ? I anfwered. it is I. "Wh en I 
told him the occafion, Sir, faid he, fuch things are 
not to be flighted ; for certainly there is feme mif- 
chief plotting near us. Where are the Englifhmen? 
faid I. He anfwered, in their huts; for they lay 
feparate from us, Sir, fince the laft mutiny. Well, 
faid I, fome kind fpirit gives this information for our 
advantage. Come let us go abroad, and fee if any 
thing offers to juftify our fears. Upon which I and 
fome of my Spaniards went up the mountain, not 
by the ladder, but through the grove; and then we 
were ftruck with a panic fear'on feeing a light, as 
though it were a fire, at a very little diftance, and 
hearing the voice of feveral men. Hereupon we re- 
treated immediately, and raifing the reft of our 
forces, made them fenftble of the impending dan- 
ger : But, with all my authority, I could not make 
them ftay where they were, fo earneft were they to 
fee how things went. Indeed the darknefs of the 
night gave them opportunity enough to view them 
(by the light of their fire) undifeovered. As they 
were in different parties, and ftraggling overthe fliore, 
we were much afraid that they fhould find out our ha- 
bitations, and deftroy our flocks of goats; to pre- 
vent which, we fent an Englifhmen and two Spa- 
niards to drive the goats into the valley where the 
cave lay; or, if there was occafion, into the cave it- 
felf. As to ourfelves, refuming our native courage, 
and prudent conduit, had we not been divided, we 
durft venture to attack a hundred of them ; but be- 
fore it was yet light, we refolved to fend out Friday’s 
father as a fpy, who immediately ftripped himfelf 
naked, gets among them undifeovered, and in two 
hours time brings word, that they were two parties 
of two different nations, who lately having a bloody 
battle with one another, happened to land by mere 
chance in the fame ifland, to devour their miferable 
prifoner?; that they were entirely ignorant of any 
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perfon’s inhabiting here ; but rather being filled with 
rage and fury againft one another, he believed that 
as foon as day-light appeared, there would be a ter- 
rible engagement. Old Friday had fcarce ended his 
relation when we heard an uncommon noife, and 
perceived that there was a horid engagement between 
the two armies. 

“ Such was the. curiofity of our party, efpecially the 
Englifhmen, that they would not lie clofe, though 
Old Friday told them their fafety depended upon it; 
and that if we had patience, we fhculd behold the fa- 
vages kill one another. However, they ufed fome 
caution, by going further into the woods, and place- 
ing themfelves in a convenient place to behold the 
battle. 

“ Never could there be a more bloody engagement, 
nor men of more invincible fpirits and prudent con- 
du£l, according to their way and manner of fight- 
ing. It lafied near two hours, till that party which 
was neareft to our cafde began to decline, and fit 
laft to fly from their conquerors. We were undoubt- 
edly put into a great confternation on this account, 
left they fliould run into our grove, and confequently 
bring us irtto the like danger. Hereupon we re- 
folved to kill the firfl: that came, to prevent difcovery ; 
and that too with our fwords, and the butt ends of 
our mufkets, for fear thq report of our guns fhould 
be beard. 

“ And fo indeed, as we thought, it happened : For 
three of the vanquifhed army crofling the creek, 
ran direftly to the place, as to a thick wood for 
fnelter ; nor was it long before our fcout gave us 
notice of it; as alfo, that the \i£tors did not think 
fit to purfue them. Upon this I would *iot fuller 
them to pe flain, but had them furprifed and taken 
by our party : And afterwards they proved very good 
fervants to us, being flout young creatures, and able 
to do a great deal of work. The remainder of the 
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conquered favages fled to their canoes, and put out 
into the ocean, while the conquerors joining together, 
flaouted by way of triumph, aud about three in the 
afternoon they alfo embarked for their own nation. 
Thus we were freed at once from the favages and 
our fears, not perceiving any of thefe creatures for 
fome conflderable time after. We found two and 
thirty men dead in the field of battle ; fome were 
flain with long arrows, which we found flicking in 
their bodies ; and the reft were killed with great un- 
wieldy wooden fvvords, which denoted their vaft 
ftrength, and of which we found feventeen, befides 
bows and arrows; but we could not find one wound- 
ed creature among them alive ; for they either kill 
their enemies quite, or carry thofe; wounded away 
with them; 

“ This terrible fight tamed the Englifhmen for 
fome time, confider'ng how unfortunate they might 
have been had they fallen into their hands, who 
would not only kill them as enemies, but alfo for 
food, as we do cattle ; and indeed fo much did this 
naufeate their ftomachs, that it not only made them 
very fick, but more tractable to the common necefi- 
fary bufinefs of the whole fociety, planting, lowing, 
and reaping, with the greateft figns of amity and 
friendlhip ; fo that being now all good friends, we 
began to confider of circumftances in general; and 
the firft thing we thought of was, whether, as we 
perceived the favages haunted that fide of the ifland, 
and there being more retired parts of it, and yet as 
well fuited to our manner of living, and equally to 
our advantage, we ought not rather to move our 
place of refidence, and plant it in a much fafer place, 
both for the fecurity of our corn and cattle. 

“ After a long debate on his head, it was refolved, 
or rather voted nemine contradicente, not to remove 
our ancient caftle, and that for this very good reafon, 
that fome time or other we expelled to hear from 
our fupreme governor (meaning you Sir,) whofe mef- 
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fengers not finding us there, might think the place 
demolifhed, and all his fubje&s deftroyed by the 
favages. 

“ As to the next concern, relating to our corn and 
cattle, we confented to have them removed to the 
valley where the cave was, that being' moft proper 
and fufficient for both. But yet, when we con- 
fidered further, we altered one part of our relb- 
tion; which was, to remove part of our cattle 
hither, and plant only part of our corn there : So 
that in cafe one part was deftroyed, the other might 
be preferved. Another refolution we took, which 
really had a great deal of prudence in it •, and that 
was, in not trufting the three favages whom we had 
taken prifoners, with any knowledge of the plan- 
tations which we .had made in the valley, of what 
number of cattle we had there, much lefs of the 
cave, wherein we kept feveral arms, and two bar- 
rels of powder you left for us at your departure 
from this ifland. But though we would not change 
our habitation, we refolved to make it more fortified 
and more fecret^ To this end, Sir, as you had 
planted trees at fome diftance before the entrance of 
your palace; fo we, imitating your example, plant- 
ed and filled up the whole fpace of ground, even 
to the banks of the creek, nay, into the very ooze, 
where the tide flowed, not leaving a place for landing, 
and among thofe I had planted, they had intermin- 
gled fo many fhort ones, all of which growing won- 
derfully faft and thick, a little dog fcarcely could find 
a paflage through them. Nor was this fufficient, as 
we thought; for we did the fame to all the ground, 
to the right and left hand of us, even to the top of 
the hill, without fo much as leaving a pafiage for 
ourfelves except by the ladder : Which being taken 
down, nothing but what had wings or witchcraft 
could pretend to come near us. And indeed this was 
exceedingly well contrived,efpecially to ferve that oc- 
cafion for which we afterwards found it neceflary. 

« Thus 
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Thus we lived two years in a happy retirement, 
having all this time not one vifit from the favages. 
Indeed one morning we had an alarm, which put us 
in fome amazement; for a few of my Spaniards be- 
ing out very early, perceived no lefs than twenty 
canoes, as it were coming on Ihore ; upon which, 
returning home with great precipitation, they gave 
us the alarm, which obliged us to keep at home all 
that day and the next, going out only in the night- 
time to make our obfervation : But as good luck 
would have it, they were upon another defign, and 
did not land that time upon the bland. 

But now there happened another quarrel between 
the three wicked Englifhmen, and fome of my Spa- 
niards. The occafion was this : One of them being 
enraged at one of the favages, whom he had taken 
prifoner, for not being able to comprehend fome- 
thing which he was (hewing him, (hatched up a 
hatchet in great fury, not to eorreft, but to kill him; 
yet miffing his head, gave him fuch a barbarous cut 
in the (houlder, that he had like to have (truck off 
his arm ; at which one of my good-natured Spaniards 
interpofed between the Engliffiman and favage, be- 
feeching the former not to murder the poor creature; 
but this kindnefs had like to have coft the Spaniard 
his life, for the Engliffiman (truck at him in the 
fame manner, which he nimbly and wifely avoiding, 
returned fuddenly upon him with his (hovel (being 
all at work upon their corn-land), and very fairly 
knocked the brutiffi creature down. Hereupon an* 
other Er.gliffiman, coming to his fellow’s affiftance, 
laid the good Spaniard on the earth ; when imme- 
diately two others coming to his relief, were attack- 
ed by the third Engliffiman, armed with an old cut- 
lafs, who wounded them both. This uproar foon 
reached our ears, when we rufhing out upon them, 
took the three Englilhmen prifoners; and then our 
next qucftion was, what fhould be done to fuch 
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mutinous and impudent fellows, fo furious, defperate, 
and idle, that they were mifchievous to the higheft 
degree, and confequently not fafe for the fociety to 
let them live among them. 

Now, Sir, as I was governor in your abfence, fo 
I alfo took the authority of a judge; and having 
them brought before me, I told them, that if they 
had been of my country, I would have hanged every 
mother’s fon of them ; but fince it was an Englifh- 
man (meaning you, kind Sir), to whom we were in- 
debted for our prefervation and deliverance, I would 
in gratitude ufe them with all poflible mildnefs; but 
at the fame time leaving them to the judgment of 
the two other Engliflimen, who, I hoped, forgetting 
their refentments, would deal impartially by them. 

Hereupon one of their countrymen flood up : Sir, 
faid he, leave it not to us, for you may be fenfible tvs 
have reafon to fentence them to the gallows : Befides, 
Sir, this fellow. Will Atkins, and the two others, pro- 
pofed to us, that we might murder you all in yourfeep, 
which we would not confent to ; but knowing their in- 
ability, and your vigilance, we did not think ft to dif- 
fover it before now. 

How Seignior, faid I, do you hear what is alleged 
againft you ? What can you fay to juftify fo horrid 
an action, as to murder us in cold blood ? So far. 
Sir, was the wretch from denying it, that he fwore, 
d—mn him but he would do it ftill. But what have 
we done to you. Seignior Atkins, faid I, or what will 
you gain by killing us ? What fhall we do to prevent 
you ? Muft we kill you, or you kill us ? Why will 
you. Seignior Atkins (faid I fmiling), put us to fuch 
an unhappy dilemma, fuch a fatal neceffity ? But fo 
great a rage did my fcoffing, and yet fevere jeft, put 
him into, that he was going to fly at me, and un- 
doubtedly had attempted to kill me if he had been 
poflefied of weapons, and had not been prevented 
by three Spaniards. This unparallelled and villainous 
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carriage made us ferioufly confider what was to be 
done. The two Englifhmen and the Spaniard, who 
had faved the poor Indian’s life, mightily petitioned 
me to hang one of them, for an example to the 
otliersj wh'ch fhould be him that had twice attempt- 
ed to commit murder with his hatchet, it being at 
that time thought impoffible the poor Have fhoulti 
recover. But they could never gain my confent to 
put him to death, for the reafons above-mentioned, 
iince it was an Englifhman (even yourfelf) who was 
my deliverer; and as merciful counfels are moft pre- 
vailing, when earneftly prefled, fo I got them to be 
of the fame opinion as to clemency. But, to pre- 
vent their doing us any further mifchief, we all a- 
greed, that they fhould have no weapons, as fword, 
gun, powder, or fhot, but be expelled from the fo- 
ciety, to live as they pleafed by themfelves ; that 
neither the two Engliihmen, nor the reft of the 
Spaniards, fhould have converfation with them upon 
any account what foe ver : That they fhould be kept 
from coming within a certain diftance of our caftle ; 

,and if they dared to offer us any violence, either by 
fpoiling, burning, killing, or deftroying any of the 
corn, plantings, buildings, fences, or cattle belong- 
ing to the fociety, we would fhoot them as freely as 
we would do beafts of prey, in whatfoever places we 
Ihoald find them. 

This fentence feemed very juft to all but them- 
felves; when lil^ a merciful judge, I called out to 
the two honeft Engliihmen, laying, You muft con- 
fider they ought not to be ftarved neither ; and fince 
it will be fome time before they can raife corn and 
cattle of their own, let us give them fome corn to laft 
them eight months, and for feed to fow, by which 
time they’ll raife fome for themfelves: Let us alfo 
beftow upon them fix milk-goats, four he-ones, and 
fix kids, as well for their prefent fupport, as for a 
further increafe ; with tools neceffary for their work, 

1 S 2 as 



208 ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

as hatchets, an axe, faw, and other things convenient 
to build them huts: All which were agreed to ; but 
before they took them in pofleffion, I obliged them 
folemnly to fwear, never to attempt any thing againfi 
us or their countrymen for the future. Thus dif- 
miffing them from our fociety, they went away, 
fallen and refractory, as though neither willing to 
go nor ftay : However, feeing no remedy, they took 
what provifion was given them, propofing to chufe 
a convenient place, where they might live by them- 

'felves. 
About five days after, they came to thofe limits 

appointed, in order for more vi&uals, and fent me 
word by one of my Spaniards, whom they called to, 
where they pitched their tents, and marked them- 
felves out an habitation and plantation, at the N. 
E. and moft remote part of the itland. And indeed 
there they built themfelves two very handfome cot- 
tages, refembling our little caftle, being under the 
fide of a mountain, with fome trees already growing 
on three fides of it, fo that by planting a few more 
it would be obfeured from fight, unlefs particularly 
fought for. When thefe huts were finifhed, we 
gave them, fome dry goat-fkins for bedding and co- 
vering ; and upon their giving us fuller alfurances 
of their good behaviour for the future, we gave them 
fome peafe, barley, and rice for fowing, and what- 
ever tools we could fpare. 

Six months did they live in this feparate condi- 
tion, in which they got their firft harveft in, the 
quantity of which was but fmall, becaufe they had 
planted but little land : For indeed, all their plan- 
tations being to form, made it the more difficult, 
especially as it was a thing out of their element: And 
when they were obliged to make their boards and 
pots, &c. they could make little or nothing of it* 
But the rainy feafon coming on, put them into a 
greater perpltxitiy for want of a cave to keep their 

com 
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corn dry, and prevent it from fpoiling ; and fo much, 
did this humble them, that they begged of my Spa- 
niards to help them, to which the good-natured men 
readily confented, and in four days fpace worked a 
great hole in the fide of the hill for them, large 
enough for their purpofe, to fecure their corn and 
other things from the rain, though not comparable 
to ours, which had feveral additional apartments. 

But a new whim pofiefied thefe rogues about three 
quarters of a year after, which had like to have ruin- 
ed us and themfelves too: For it feems, being tired 
and weary of this fort of living, which made them 
work for themfelves, without hopes of changing 
their condition, nothing would ferve them, but they 
would make a voyage to the continent, and try if 
they could feize upon fome of thefavages, and bring 
them over as flaves, to do their drudgery, while 
they lived at eafe and pleafure. 

Indeed the projecl was not fo prepofterous, if they 
had not gone farther ; but they neither did, nor pro- 
pofed any thing, but what had mifchief in the defign, 
or the event. One morning thefe three fellows came 
down to the limited ftation, and humbly defired to 
be admitted to talk with us; which we readily 
granted : They told us, in fhort, that being tired of 
their manner of living, and the labour of their hands, 
in fuch employments, not being fufllcient to procure 
the neceffaries of life, they only defired one of the 
canoes we came over in, with fome arms and amu- 
nition, for their defence, and they would feek their 
fortunes abroad, and never trouble us any more. 
To be lyre, we were glad enough to get rid of fuch 
wretched plagues; but yet honefty made us inge- 
nuoufly reprefent to them, by what weourfelves liad 
futfered, tht; certain deftruction they were running 
into, either of being ftarved tp death, or murdered 
by the favages. To this they very audacioully replied, 
that they ndther could nor would work; and con- 

S 3 fequently, 
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feqenttly, that they might as well be ftarved abroad 
as at home : And as to their falling into the hands 
of the ravages, why, if they were murdered, that 
was nothing to us, there was an end of them, nei- 
ther had they any wives or children to cry after 
them ; nay, fo intent were they upon their voyage, 
that if the Spaniards had not given them arms, fo 
they had but the canoe, they would have gone 
without them. 

Though we could not well fpare our fire-armsr 

rather than they fhould go like naked men, we let 
them have two mufkets, a piftol, a cutlafs, and three 
hatchets, which were thought very fufficient; we 
gave them alfo goats flefh, a great bafket full of dried 
grapes, a pot of frefh butter, a young live kid, 
and a large canoe fufficient to carry twenty men. 
And thus, with a maft made of a long pole, and a 
fail of fix large goats flcins dried, having a fair breeze, 
and a flood tide with them, they merrily failed a- 
way, the Spaniards calling after them, Bon veyajo, 
no man ever expecting to fee them more. 

When they were gone, the Spaniards and Eng- 
lifhmen would often fay one to another, O how 
peaceable do we live, ftnee thofe turbulent fellows have 
left us" Nothing could be farther from their thoughts 
than to behold their faces any more; and yet fcarce 
two and twenty days had pafied over their heads, but 
one of the Engliffimen, being abroad a planting, 
percewea at a difiance three men well armed ap- 
proaching towards him. Away he flies with fpeed 
to our cable, and tells me and the reft, that we were 
all undone, for that ftrangers were landed upon the 
ifiand, and who they were he could not tell; hut 

'add d, that they were not favages, but men, habited 
bearing arms. Why, then, faid 1, we have the lefs oc- 
cafion to be concerned,fir.ee, if they are not Indians, 
they muft be Jrkrids; for I am furfe there is no Chri- 
ftiau people upon earth but what will do us good 

rather 
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father than harm. But while we were confidering 
of the event, up came the three Englifhmen, wltofe 
voices we quickly knew, and fo all our admiration 
of that nature ceafed at once. And our wonder 
was fucceeded by another fort of inquiry, which was, 
what could be the occafion of their returning fo quick- 
ly to the ifland, when we little expected, and much 
lefs defired their company ? But as this was better to 
be related by themfelves, I ordered them to be 
brought in, when they gave me the following ac- 
count of their voyage: 

After two days fail, or fomething lefs, they reach- 
ed land, where they found the people coming to give 
them another fort of reception than what they ex- 
pected or defired: For as the favages wrere armed 
with bows and arrows, they durft not venture on 
fhore, but fleered northward, fix or feven hours, 
till they gained an opening, by which they plainly 
perceived, that the land that appeared from this place 
was not the main land, but an ifland. At their en- 
trance into the opening of the fea, they difcovered 
another ifland, on the right hand northward, and 
feveral more lying to the weftward ; but being re- 
folved to go on fliore fomewhere or other, they put 
over to one of the weftern iflands. Here they found 
the natives very courteous to them, giving them fe- 
veral roots and dried fifli; nay, even their women 

were as willing to fupply them with what they 
could procure them to eat, bringing it a great way 
to them upon their heads. Among thefe hofpitable 
Indians they continued fome days, inquiring by figns 
•md tokens, what nations lay around them; and 
were informed, that there were feveral fierce and ter- 
rible people lived every way, accuftomed to eat man- 
kind : But for themfelves, they never ufe'd fuch diet, 
except thofe that were taken in battle, and of them 
they made a folemn feail. 

The 
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The Engliflimen inquired how long it was fince 
they had a feaftof that kind? They anfwered, about 
two moons ago, pointing to the moon; and then to 
two fingers; that, at this time, their king had two 
hundred prifoners, which were fattening up for the 
fiaughter. The Englifhmen were mighty defirous of 
feeing the prifoners, which the others miftaking, 
thought they wanted fome of them for their own 
food : Upon which they beckoned to them, pointing 
to the rifing, and then to the fetting of the fun ; mean- 
ing, that by the time it appeared in the eaft next 
morning, they would bring them forae : And indeed 
they were as good as their word ; for by that time 
they brought eleven men and five .vomen, juft as fo 
many cqws and oxen are brought to fea-port towns 
to vidhral a fhip. But as brutifh as thefe Englifhmen 
were, their ftomachs turned at the fight. What to 
do in. this cafe they could not tell: To refufe the 
prifoners, would have been the higheft affront offer- 
ed to the favage gentry; and to difpofe of them, 
they knew not in what manner: However, they re- 
folved to accept them, and fo gave them in return 
one of their hatchets, an old key, a knife, and fix 
or feven of their bullets : Things v/hich though they 
were wholly ignorant of, yet feemed entirely con- 
tented with; and dragging the poor wretches into 
the boat, with their hands bound behind them, de- 
livered them to the Englifhmen. But this obliged 
them to put off as foon as they had thefe prefents, 
left the donors fhould have expected two or three of 
them' to be killed, and to be invited to dinner the 
next day : And fo taking leave with all poffible re- 
fpett and thanks, though neither of them underftood 
what the other faid, they failed away back to thefirft 
ifland, and there let eight of the prifoners at liberty. 
In their voyage they endeavoured to comfort, and 
have fome converfation" with the poor captives ; but 
it was impoffible to make them feniible of any thing; 
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and nothing they could fay, or give, or do for them, 
could make them otherwife perfuaded, but that they 
wei’e unbound only to be devoured: If they gave 
them any food, they thought it was only to fatten 
them for the {laughter; or looked at any one more 
particularly, the poor creature fuppofed itlelf to be 
the firft facrifice : And even when we brought them 
to our illand, and began to ufe them with the great- 
eft humanity and kindnefs, yet they expedted every 
day that their new mafters would devour them. 

And thus, Sir, did thefe three ftrange wanderers 
conclude their unaccountable relation of their voyage, 
which was both amazing and entertaining. Here- 
upon I alked them, where their new family was ? 
They told me, they had put them into one of their 
huts, and they came to beg fome victuals for them. 
This, indeed, made us all long to fee them ; and fo 
taking Friday’s father with us, leaving only two at 
our caftie, we came down to behold thofe poor crea- 
tures. 

When we arrived at the hut (they being bound 
again by the Englilhmen, for fear of efcaping), we 
found them ftark naked, expedting their fatal tra- 
gedy: There were three lufty men, well fhaped, with 
ftraight and fair limbs, between thirty and five and 
thirty years old; and five women, two of them might 
be from thirty to forty, two more not above four 
and twenty; and the laft a comely tall maiden of a- 
bout feventeen. Indeed, all the women were very 
agreeable, both in their proportion and features, ex- 
cept that they were tawny, which their modeft be- 
haviour and other graces made amends for, when 
they afterwards came to be clothed. 

This naked appearance, together with their mi- 
ferable circumftances, was no very comfortable fight 
to my Spaniards, who, for their parts, I may ven- 
ture, Sir, without flattery, to fay, are men of the 
heft behaviour, calmeft tempers, and fweeteft nature, 

that 
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that can poffibly be ; for they immediately ordered 
Friday’s father to fee if he knew any of them, or 
if he underftood what they could fay. No fooner 
did- the old Indian appear, but he looked at them 
with great feriOufnefs ; yet, as they were not of his 
nation, they were utter ftrangers to him, and none 

_ could underhand his fpeech or ligns, but one woman. 
This was enough to anfvver the defign, which was 
to allure them they would not be killed, being fallen 
into the hands of Chriftians, who abhorred fuck, 
barbarity. When they were fully fatisfied of this, 
they exprelTed their joy, by fuch ftrange geftures, 
and uncommon tones, as it is not poffible for me 
to defcribe. But the woman, their interpreter, was 
ordered next to inquire, whether they were content 
to be fervants, and would work for the men who 
had brought them hither to favd their lives-? Here- 
upon (being at this time unbound) they fell a ca- 
pering and dancing, one taking this thing upon her 
fhoulders, and the other that, intimating, that 
they were willing to do any thing for t&em. But 
now, Sir, having women among us, and dreading 
that it might occafion fome ftrife, if not blood, I 
afked the three men what they would do, and how 
they intended to ufe thefe creatures, whether as 
fervants or women ? One of them very pertly and 
readily anfwered, they would ule them as both. 
Gentlemen, laid I, as you are your own mailers, I 
am not going to reltrain you from that; but, me- 
thinks, for avoiding dillenlion among you, I would 
only delire you to engager that none of you will 
take more than one for a woman or a wife, and that 
having taken this one, none elfe Ihould prefume to 
touch her; for though we have not a priellly au- 
thority to marry you, yet it is reafonable, that who- 
ever thus takes a woman, fhould be obliged to main- 
tain her, lince nobody elfe has any thing to do with 
her : And this indeed appeared fo juft to all prefent, 

^ that 
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that it was unanimoufly agreed to. The Englifhmen 
then aflted my Spaniards, whether they defigned to 
take any of them ? but they all anfwered, No ; fome 
declaring they had already wives in Spain ; andothers, 
that they cared not to join with infidels. On the 
reverfe, the Englifhmen took each of them a tem- 
porary wife, and fo fet up a new method of living. 
As to Friday’s father, the Spaniards, and the three 
favage fervants we had taken in the late battle, they 
all lived with me in our ancient caftle ; and indeed 
we fupplied the main part of the ifland with food, 
as neceffity required. But the moft remarkable 
part of the ftory is, how thefe Englifhmen, who had 
been fo much at variance, fhould agree about the 
choice of thefe women ; yet they took a way good 
enough to prevent quarrelling among themfelves. 
They fet the five women in one of their huts, and 
going themfelves to the other, drew lots which 
fliould have the firft choice. Now, he that had 
the firft lot went to the hut, and fetched out her he 
chofe, and .it is remarkable, that he took her that was 
themoft homely and eldeftofthenumber, which made 
the reft of the Englifhmen exceeding merry. The 
Spaniards themfelves could not but fmile at it : But, 
as it happened, the fellow had the beft thought, in 
chufing one fit for application and bufinefs; and in- 
deed fhe proved the beft wife of all the parcel. 

But when the poor creatures perceived themfelves 
placed in a row, and feparated one from one, they 
were again feized with an unfpeakable terror, as now 
thinking they were going to be flain in earneft : And 
when the Englifhman came to take the firft, the reft 
fet up a lamentable cry, clapt their arms around her 
neck, and hanging about her, took their laft fare- 
well, as they thought, in fuch trembling agonies, 
and affedlionate embraces, as would have foftened 
the hardeft heart in the world, and made the dryeft 
eye's melt into tears; nor could they be perfuaded 

but 
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but that they were going to die, till fuch time as 
Friday’s father made them fenfible that the Englifh- 
men had chofen them for their wives, which ended 
all their terror and concern upon this occafion. 

Well, after this, the Englifhmen went to work, 
and being affifted by my good-natured Spaniards, in 
a few hours they erefted every one of them a new 
hut or tent, for their leparate lodging, lince thofe 
they had already were filled with tools, houfehold- 
ftuff, and provifion. They all continued on thenorth 
fhore of the ifland, but feparate as before; the three 
wicked ones pitching farther off’, and the two honeft 
men nearer our caftle; fo that the ifland feemed to 
be peopled in three places, three towns beginning 
to be built for that purpofe. And here I cannot but 
remark, what is very common, that the two honeft 
men had the worft wives (I mean as to induftry, 
cleanlinefs, and ingenuity), while the three repro- 
bates enjoyed women of quite contrary qualities. 

But another obfervation I made was, in favour of 
the two honeft men, to fhew what difparity there 
is between a diligent application to buflnefs on the 
one hand, and a flothful, negligent, and idle tem- 
per, on the other. Both of them had the fame par- 
cel of ground laid out, and corn to fow, fuflicient 
for them •, but both did not make the fame improve- 
ments, either in their cultivation or in their planting. 

The two honeft men had a multitude of young trees 
planted about their habitations, fo that when you 
approached near them, nothing appeared but a wood, 
very pleafing and delightful. Every thing they did 
profpered and flouriftied ; their grapes planted in 
order, feemed as tho’ managed in a vineyard, and 
were infinitely preferable to any of the others. Nor 
were they wanting to find out a place of retreat, 
but dug a cave in the moft retired part of a thick 
wood, to fecure their wives and children, with their 
provifion and chiefeft goods, furrounded with in- 

numerable 
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numerable flakes, and having a moft fubtle entrance, 
in cafe any mifchief fliould happen either from their 
fellow-countrymen, or the devouring favages. 

As to the reprobates (though I muft own they 
were much more civilized than before), inftead of a 
delightful wood furrounding their dwelling, we found 
the words of King Solomon too truly verified ; I went 
by the vineyard of the fothful, and it was all overgrown 
•with thorris. In many places their crop was obfcured 
with weeds ; the hedges having feveral gaps in them, 
the wild goats had got in, and eaten up the corn, 
and here and there was a dead bulb, to flop in thofe 
gaps for the prefent, which was no more than {hut- 
ting the ftable-door after the fteed was ftolen away. 
But as to their wives, they (as I obferved before) 
were more diligent, and cleanly enough, efpecially 
in their victuals, being inllrudted by one of the honefl 
men, who had been a cook’s mate on board a fhip: 
And very well it was fo ; for as he cooked himfelf, 
his companions and their families lived as well as 
the idle hufbands, who did nothing but loiter about, 
fetch turtles eggs, catch fiih and birds, and do any 
thing but work, and lived accordingly, while the 
diligent lived very handfomely and plentifully, in 
the moft comfortable manner. And now, 8ir, I 
come to lay before your eyes a fcene quite different 
from any thing that ever happened us before, and 
perhaps ever befel you in all the time of your re- 
fidence on this ifland. I {hall inform you of its ori- 
ginal in the following manner : 

One morning, Sir, very early, there came five 
or fix canoes of Indians on fhore, indifputably upon 
their old cuftom of devouring their prifoners. All 
that we had to do upon fuch an occafion, was to lie 
concealed, that they, not having any notice of in- 
habitants, might depart quietly, after performing 
their bloody execution : Whoever firft difeovered 
the favages, was to give notice to all the three plan- 

T tations 
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tations to keep withindoors, and then a proper fcout 
was to be placed to give inttlligence of their de- 
parture. But, notwith(landing thef& wife meafures, 
an unhappy difafter difcovered us to the favages, 
which was like to ha^«e caufed the defolation of the 
whole ifland : For, after the favages were gone oft' 
in their canoes, fome of my Spaniards and I looking 
abroad, and being inflamed with a curiofity to fee 
what they had been doing, to our great amazement, 
beheld three favages faft afleep on tine ground, who, 
either being gorged, could not awake when the 
others went off", or having wandered too far into 
the woods, did not come back in time. 

What to do with them at firft we could not tell; 
as for flave§, we had enough of them already ; and 
as to kill mem, neither Chriftianity nor humanity 
would fuft'er us to fhed the blood of perfons. who 
never did us wrong. We perceived they had no 
boat left them to tranfport them to their own nation ; 
and that by letting them wander about, they might 
difcover us, and inform the firft favages that fhould 
happen to land upon the fame bloody occafion, which 
information might entirely ruin us ; and therefore 
I counfelled my Spaniards to fecure them, and fet 
them about fome work or other, till we could better 
difpofe of them. 

Hereirn'm we all went back, and making them 
awake, took them prifoners. It is impoflible to ex- 
prefs the horror they were in, efpecially when bound, 
as thinking they were going to be murdered and 
eaten, but we foon eafed them of their fear as to 
that point. We firft took them to the bower where 
the chief of our country-work lay, as keeping goats, 
planting corn, &c. • And then carried them to the 
two Engliihmen’s habitation, to help them' in their 
bufinefs ; but happy it was for us all, we did not 
carry them to our caftle, as by the fequel will ap- 
pear. The Engliflimen indeed found them work to 
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do; but whether they did not guard them ftri&ly, 
or that they thought they' could not better them- 
felves, I cannot tell; but certainly one of them ran 
away into the woods, and they could not hear of 
him for a long time after. 

Undoubtedly there was reafon enough to fuppofe 
he got home in fome of the canoes, the favages re- 
turning in about four weeks’time, and going off’in 
the fpace of two days. You may be certain, Sirr 

this thought could not but terrify us exceedingly, 
and make us juifly conclude that this favage would 
inform his countrymen of our abode in the illund, 
how few and weak we were in comparifon to their 
numbers ; and we expected it would not be tong be- 
fore the Englifhmen would be attacked in their 
habitations; but the favages had not feen their 
places of fafety in the woods, nor our caftle, which 
it was a great happinefs they did not know. 

Nor were we miftaken in our thoughts upon this 
occaiion ; for about eight months after this, fix ca- 
noes, with about ten men in each canoe, came fail- 
ing by the north fide of the ifland, which they never 
were accuftomed to before, >.nd landing about an 
hour after fun rife, near a mile from the dwelling 
of the two Englifhmen, who, it feems, had the good 
fortune to difcover them about a league off: So that 
it was an hour before they could attain the fhore, 
and fome longer time before they could come at 
them. And now being confirmed in this opinion, 
that they were certainly betrayed, they immediately 
bound the two flaves which were left, caufing two 
of the three men, whom they brought with the wo- 
men, and who proved very faithful, to lead them 
with their wives, and other conveniencies, into their 
retired cave in the wood, and there to bind the two 
fellows hand and foot, till they had further orders. 
They then opend their fences, where they kept their 
milk goats, and drove them all cut, giving the goats 

T 2 liberty 
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liberty to ramble in the woods, to make the favages 
believe that they were wild ones ; but the Have had 
given a truer information, which made them come 
to the very inclofures. The two frighted men fent 
the other Have of the three who had been with them 
by accident to alarm the Spaniards, and deiire their 
alliftance; in the mean time, they took their arms 
and ammunition, and made to the cave, where they 
had fent their wives, and fecuring their Haves, Heated 
themfelves in a private place, from whence they might 
behold all the actions of the favages. Nor had they 
gone far, when alcending a riling ground, they could 
lee a little army of Indians approaching to their beau- 
tiful dwelling, and, a little after, perceive the fame, 
and their furniture, to their unfpeakable grief, burning 
in a confuming flame : And when this was done, they 
fpread here and there, fearching every bufh and 
place for the people, of whom, it was evident, they 
had information. Upon which the two Englilhmen, 
not thinking themfelves fecure where they Hood, re- 
treated about half a mile higher in the country, right- 
ly concluding, that the farther the favages ftrolled, 
there would be lefler numbers together : Upon which 
they next took their Hand by the trunk of an old 
tree, very hollow and large, whence they refol- 
ved to fee what w'ould offer: But they had not 
flood long there before two favages came run- 
ning diredtly towards them, as though having know- 
ledge of their being there, who feemed refolved 
to attack them ; a little farther were three more, 
and five more behind them again, all running the 
fame way. It cannot be imagined what perplexity 
the poor men were in at this fight, thinking, that if 
afliffance did not fpeedily come, their cave in the 
wood would be difcovered,and confequently all there- 
in loft: So they refolved to refill them there ; and 
when overpowered, to afcend to the top of the trees, 
where they might defend themfelves as long as their 
amumnition lafted, and fell their lives as dear as 

pofiible 
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pofllble to thofe devouring favages. Thus fixed in 
their refolution, they next confidered, whether they 
fhotild fire at the firft two, or wait for the three, 
and fo take the middle party, by which the two firft 
and the five laft would be feparated. In this regu- 
lation the two favages alfo confirmed them, by turn- 
ing a little to another part of the wood; but the three, 
and the five after them, came diredtly towards the 
tree. Hereupon they refolved to take them in a di- 
rect line, as they approached nearer, becaufe per- 
haps the firft fhot might hit them all three •, and u- 
pon this occafion, the man who was to .fire, charged 
his piece with three or four bullets. And thus, while 
they were waiting, the favages came on ; one of them 
was the runaway, who had caufed all the mifchief: 
So they refolved he fhould not efcape, if they 
both fired at once. But however, though they did 
not fire together, they were ready charged ; when 
the firft that let fly was too good a markfman to 
mifs his aim ; for he killed the foremoft outright, 
the fecond (who was the runaway Indian) fell on 
the ground, being fhot through the body, but not 
dead, and the third was a little wounded on the 
fhoulder, who, fitting down on the ground, fell a 
fcreaming in a moft fearful manner. The noife of 
the guns, whicftnot only-made the moft refounding 
echoes from one fide to another, but railed the 
birds of all forts, fluttering with the moft confuted 
noife, fo much terrified the five favages behind, that 
they flood ftill at firft, like fo many inanimate ima- 
ges. But when all things were in profound filence, 
they came to the place where their companions lay : 
and thefe, being not fenfible that they were liable 
to the fame fate, flood over the wounded man un- 
doubtedly inquiring the occafion of this fad calamity; 
and it is reafonable to fuppofe, he told them, that 
it came by thunder and lightning from the gods, ha- 
ving never feen nor heard of a gun before in the 
whole courfe of their lives. By this time, the En- 
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glifhmen having loaded their pieces, fired both to- 
gether a fecond time, when feeing them all fall im- 
mediately upon the ground, they thought they had 
killed every creature of them. This made them 
come up boldly before they had charged their guns, 
which indeed was a wrong ftep ; for when tlxey came 
to the place, they found four alive, two of them ve- 
ry little wounded, and one not at all, which obliged 
them to fall upon them with their mulkets : They 
firft knocked the runaway favage on the head, and 
another that was but a little wounded in the arm, and 
then put the other languilhing wretches out of their 
pain ; while he that was not hurt, with bending 
knees, and uplifted hands, made piteous moans, and 
figns to them to fpare his life : Nor indeed were they 
unmerciful to the poor wretches, but pointed to them 
to fit down at the root of a tree hard by ; and then one 
of the Englilhmen, with a piece of rope twine he 
had in his pocket by mere chance, tying his two 
feet together, and his two hands behind him, they 
left him there, making all the hafte they could af- 
ter the other two, fearing they fhould find out their 
cave: But though they could not overtake them, 
they had the fatisfaclion to perceive them, at a di- 
ftance, crofs a valley towards the fea, a quite con- 
trary way to their retreat; upon which they return- 
ed to the tree, to look-after their prifoner ; but when 
they came there he was gone, leaving the piece of 
rope-yarn wherewith he was bound behind him. 

Well, now they were as much concerned as ever, 
as not knowing how near their enemies might be, or 
in what numbers : Immediately they repaired to their 
cave, to fee if all was well there, and found every 
thing fafe, except the women, who were frighted 
upon their hufbands account, whom now they loved 
entirely. They had not been long here, before fe- 
ven of my Spaniards came to aflift them -, while the 
other ten, their fervants, and Friday’s father, were 
gone to defend their bower, corn, and cattle, in cafe 
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the favages fhould have rambled fo far. There ac- 
companied the feven Spaniards, one of the three fa- 
vages that had formerly been taken prifoners, and 
with them alfo that very Indian whom the Englifh- 
men had a little before left under the tree ; for it 
feems th.ey palled by that way where the flaughter 
was made, and fo carried along with them that poor 
wretch that was left bound. But fo many prifoners 
now becoming a burden to us, and fearing the dread- 
ful cohfequence of their efcaping, moft of the Spa- 
niards and Englifh urged theabfolute neceffity there 
was of killing them for our common prefervation: 
But, Sir, the authority I bore as a governor over- 
ruled that piece of cruelty; and then I ordered them 
to be fent prifoners to the old cave in the valley, 
bound hands and feet, with two Spaniards to guard 
them. 

So much encouraged were the Englilhmen at the 
approach of the Spaniards, and fo great was their 
fury againft the favages, for deftroying their habita- 
tions, that they had not patience to ftay any longer; 
but, taking five Spaniards along with them, armed 
with four mulkets, a piltol, and a quarter-fiaff, a- 
way they went in purfuit of their enemies. As they 
palled by the place where the favages were llain, it 
was very eafy to be perceived that more of them had 
been there, having attempted to carry oif their dead 
bodies, but found it impracticable. From a riling 
ground, our party had the mortification to fee the 
fmoke that proceeded from the ruins; when coming 
farther in fight of the fhore, they plainly perceived 
that the favages had embarked in their canoes, and 
were putting out to lea. This they were very forry 
for, there being no coming at them to give them a 
parting falute; but, however, they were glad enough 
to get clear of fuch unwelcome guefis. 

Thus the two honeft, but unfortunate Englilh- 
men, being ruined a fecond time, and their im- 
provements quite deftroyed, moll; of my good nutered 

Spaniards 
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Spaniards helped them to rebuild, and we all affift- 
ed them with needful fupplies; nay, what is more 
remarkable, their three mifchievous countrymen, 
when they heard it (which was after all thefe difaf- 
ters were over, they living remote eaftward), very 
friendly fympathifed with them, and worked for 
them feveral days: So that in a little time their ha- 
bitation was rebuilt, their neceffities fupplied, and 
themfelves reftored to their former tranquillity. 

Though the favages had nothing to boaft of in this 
adventure (feveral canoes being driven afliore, fol- 
lowed by two drowned creatures, having undoubted- 
ly met with a {form at fea that very night they de- 
parted), yet it was natural to be fuppofed, that thofe, 
whofe better fortune it was to attain their native 
fhore, would inflame their nation to another ruinous 
attempt, with a greater force, to carry all before 
them. And indeed fo it happened ; for, about fe- 
ven months after, our iiland was invaded \vith a mod 
formidable navy, no lefs than eight and twenty ca- 
noes full of favages, armed with wooden fwo/ds, 
monftrous clubs, bows and arrows, a'nd fuch like 
inftruments of war, landing at the eaft fide of the 
ifiand. You may well, Sir, imagine, what confter- 
nation our men were in upon this account, and how 
fpeedily they were to execute their refolution, having 
only that night’s time allowed them. They knew 
that fince they could not withftand their enemies, 
concealment was the only way to procure their lafe- 
ty: And therefore they took down the huts that were 
built for the two Englilhmen, and drove their flock 
of goats, together with their own at the bower, to 
the old cave in the valley, leaving as little appearance 
of inhabitants as poflible; and then ported them- 
felves, with all their force, at the plantation of the 
two then. As they expected, fo it happened ; for 
early the next morning, the Indians, leaving their 
canoes at the eaft end of the ifiand, came running 

along. 
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along the fhore, about two hundred and fifty in num- 
ber, as near as could be guefied. Our army was but 
little indeed; and what was our greateft misfortune, 
we had no arms fufHcient for them. The account, 
as to the men, Sir, is as follows : 

17 Spaniards. 
5 Englifhmen. 
I Old Friday.' 
3 The three favages 

taken with the iuo-< 
men, <whi proved 

faithful fervants. 
3 Other faves, living 

•with /^Spaniards._ 

"ts ts 

<5 >>4 

, O 

'"11 Mufkets. 
5 Pifols. 
3 Fowling-pieces. 
2 Swords. 

> 3 Old halberts. 
5 Mufkets, or fowl- 

ing-pieces, taken 
from the failors 
whom you reduced. 

As to our Haves, we gave three of them halberts, 
and the other three long ftaves, with great iron 
fpikes at the end of them, with hatchets by their 
fides : We alfo had hatchets flicking in our girdles, 
befides the fire arms ; nay, two of the women, in- 
fpired with Amazonian fortitude, could not be difliia- 
ded from fighting along with their dearell hufbands, 
and if they died, to die with them. Seeing their 
refolution, we gave them hatchets likewife; but 
what pleafed them bed, were the bows and arrows 
(which they dexteroufly knew how to ufe) that the 
Indians had left behind them, after their memorable 
battle one againfl another. 

Over this army, which, though little, was of 
great intrepidity, I was conftituted chief general and 
commander ; and knowing Will. Aitkins, tho’ exceed- 
ing wicked, yet a man of invincible courage, I gave 
him the power of commanding under me : He and 
fix men, with their mufkets loaded, with fixer feven 
bullets a piece, were planted juft behind a fmall 
thicket of bufhes, as an advanced guard, having 
orders to let the firft pafs by; and then, when he 

fired 
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fired into the middle of them, make a nimble re- 
treat round part of the wood, and fo come to the rear 
of the Spaniards, who were fhaded by the thicket 
of trees; for though the favages came on with the 
fiercenefs of lions, yet they wanted the fubtilty of 
foxes, being out of all manner of order, and drag- 
gling in heaps every way : And indeed when Will. 
Aitkins, after fifty of the favages had pafled by, had 
ordered three of his men to givQ fire, (o great was 
their confternation, to fee fo many men killed and 
wounded, and hear fuch a dreadful noife, and yet 
not know whence it came, that they were frightened 
to the higheft degree; and when the fecond volley 
was given, they concluded no lefs but that their 
companions were flain by thunder and lightning from 
heaven. In this notion they would have continued, 
had Will. Aitkins and his men retired as foon as 
they fired, according to order; or had the reft been 
near them, to pour in their fhot continually, there 
might have been a complete victory obtained ; but 
flaying to loud their pieces again, difeovered the 
whole matter. They were perceived by fome of the 
fcattering favages at a diftance, who let fly their 
arrows among them, wounded Aitkins himlelf, and 
killed his fellow Englifhman, and one of the Indians 
taken ,with the women. Our party did not fail to 
anfwer them, and in their retreat killed about twenty 
favages. Here 1 cannot but take notice of our 
poor dying Have, who, though ftopt from his re- 
treat by a fatal arrow, yet with his ftafFand hatchet 
defperately and gallantly aflailed the purfuers, and 
killed five of the favages, before his life fubmitted 
to a multiplicity of wounds. Nor is the cruelty or 
malice of the Indians to be lefs remarked^in breaking 
the arms, legs, and heads of the two dead bodies 
with their clubs and wooden fwords, after a moft 
wretched manner. As Aitkins retreated, our party 
advanced, to interpofe between him and the favages -, 

but 
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but after three volleys, we were obliged to reteat 
alfo : For they were lb numerous and defperate, that 
they came up to our very teeth, Ihot their arrows 
like a cloud, and their wounded men, enraged with 
cruel pain, fought like madmen. They did not, 
however, think fit to follow us, but drawing them- 
felves up in a circle, they gave two triumphant Ihouts 
in token of vi£tory, though they had the grief to fee 
feveral of their wounded men bleed to death before 
them. 

After I had, Sir, drawn up our little army to- 
gether upon a riling ground, Aitkins, wounded as 
he was, would have had us attack the whole body 
of the faYages at once. I was extremely well pleafed 
with the gallantry of the man ; but upon confidera- 
tion I replied, TTou perceivey Seignior Aitkins, how 
their ’wounded men fight; let them alone till morningy 

"when they will be faint, fiijf, and fore, and then we 
Jhall have fewer to 'combat with. To which Will. 
Aitkins, fmiling, replied, That's very true, Seignior, 
and fo Jhall 1 too ; and that's the reafon I would fight 
them now, I am warm. We all anfwered, Seignior 
Aitkins, for your part, you have behaved very gal- 
lantly ; and if you are not able to approach the ene- 
my in the morning, we will fight for you -, till then 
we think it convenient to wait; and fo we tarried. 

By the brightnefs of the moon that night, we 
perceived the lavages in great diforder about their 
dead and wounded men. This made us change our 
refolution, and refolve to fall upon them in the 
night, if we could give them one volley undifcovered. 
This we had a/air opportunity to do, by one of the 
two Bnglilhmen’s leading us round, between the 
woods and the fea-fide we'ftward, and turning fhort 

, fodth, came privately to a place where the thickeft 
of them were. Unheard and unperceived, eight 
of us fired among them, and did dreadful execution ; 
and in half a minute after, eight more of us let fly, 

killing 
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'^killing and wounding abundance of them ; and then 
dividing ourfelves into three bodies, eight perfons in 
each body, we marched from among the trees to 
the very teeth of the enemy, fending forth the great- 
eft fhouts and acclamations. The favages hearing 
a different noife from three quarters at once, ftood 
in the utmoft confufion; but coming in fight of us, 
let fly a volley of arrows, which wounded poor 
Old Friday, yet happily it did not prove mortal. We 
did not however give them a fecond oportunity, but 
rufhing in among them, we fired three feveral ways, 
and then fell to work with our fwords, ftaves, hat- 
chets, and the butt-end of our mufkets, with a fury 
not to be refifted; fo that, with the moft difmal 
fcreaming and howling, they had recourfe to their 
feet, to fave their lives by a fpeedy flight. Nor 
muft we forget the valour of the two women ; for 
they expofed themfelves to the greateft dangers, kil- 
led many with their arrows, and valiantly deftroyed 
feveral more with their hatchets. 

In fighting thefe two battles, we were fo much 
tired, that we did not then trouble ourfelves to 
purfue them to their canoes, in which we thought 
they would prefently put to the ocean : But there 
happening a dreadful ftorm at lea, which continu- 
ing all that night, it not only prevented their voyage, 
but dafhed feveral of their boats to pieces againft 
the beach, and drove the reft fo high upon the 
fhore, that it required infinite pains to get them 
off. After our men had taken fome refrefhment 
and a little repofe, they refolved early in the morning 
to go towards the place of their landing, and fee 
whether they were gone off, or in what pofture 
they remained. This neceflarily led them to the 
place of battle, where feveral of the favages were 
expiring ; a fight no way pleafing to generous minds, 
to delight in theft mifery, though obliged to conquer 
them by the law of arms: But our own Indian Haves 

put 
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put them out of their pain, by difpatching them 
with thei ■ hatchets. At length, coming in view of 
the remainder of their army, we found them leaning 
upon their knees, which were bended towards their 
mouth, and the head between the two hands. 
Hereupon, coming within mufket-fhot of them, I 
ordered two pieces to be fired without ball, in ordqr 
to alarm them, that we might plainly know whether 
they had the courage to venture another battle, or 
were utterly difpirited from fuch an attempt, that fo 
we might accordingly manage them. And indeed 
the project took very well; for no fooner did the 
favages hear the firft gun, and perceive the flafh of 
the fecond, but they fuddenly ftarted upon their 
feet, in the greatelf confternation ; and when we 
approached towards them, they ran yowling and 
fcreaming away up the hill into the country. 

We could rather, at firft, have wifhed, that the 
weather had permitted them to have gone off to the 
fea : But when we coniidered that their efcape might 
occalion the approach of multitudes, to our utter 
ruin and diffblution, we were very well pleafed the 
contrary happened : And Will. Atkins (who, though 
wounded, would not part from us all this while) ad- 
vifed us not to let flip this advantage, but clapping 
between them and their boats, deprive them of the 
capacity of ever returning to plague the ifland : I 
inoiv (faid he), there is but one objection you can make, 
which is, that thefe creatures, living like beajls in the 
wood, may make excurfwns, rifle the plantations, and 
deflroy the tame goats : But then csnftder, we had bet- 
ter to do with,an hundred men, whom we can kill, or 
make Jlaves of, at leifure, than with an hundred na- 
tions, whom it is impofftble we Jhould fave ourfelves 
from, much lefs fubdue. This advice and thefe ar- 
guments being approved of, we fet fire to their boats; 
and though they were fo wet that they would not 
burn entirely, yet we made them incapable for fwim- 

l 
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ruing in the Teas. As foon as the Indians perceived 
what we were doing, many of them ran out of the 
woods, in fight of us, and kneeling down piteoufly 
cried out, Oa, Oa, Waramakoa, intimating, I fup- 
pofe, that if we would but fpare their canoes, they 
would never trouble us again. 

But all their complaints, fubmiflions, and in-!- 
treaties, were in vain : For felf-prefervation obliging 
us to the contrary, we deftroyed every one of them 
that had efcaped the fury of the ocean. When the 
Indians perceived this, they raifed a lamentable cry, 
and ran into the woods, where they continued run- 
ning about, making the woods ring with their la- 
mentation. Here we Ihould have confidered, that 
making thefe creatures thus defperate, we ought, at 
the fame time, to have fet a fufficient guard upon 
the plantations : For the favages, in their ranging 
about, found out the bower, deftroyed the fences, 
trod the corn down under their feet, and tore up 
the vines and grapes. It is true, we were always 
able to fight thefe creatures ; but as they were too 
fwift for us, and very numerous, we durft not go 
cut fingle, for fear of them ; though that too was 
needlefs, they having no weapons, nor any materials 
to make them ; and indeed their extremity appeared 
in a little time after. 

Though the favages, as already mentioned, had 
deftroyed our bower, and all our corn, grapes, &c. 
yet we had ftill left our flock of cattle in the valley 
by the cave, with fome little corn that grew there, 
and the plantation of Will. Atkins and his compa- 
nioae, one of whom being killed by an arrow, they 
were now reduced to two : It is remarkable, that 
this was the fellow who cut the poor Indian with his 
hatchet, and had a defign to murder me and my 
countrymen the Spaniards. As our condition was 
fo low, we came to the refolution to drive the fa- 
vages up to the farther part of the ifland, where no 

Indians 
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Indians landed To kill as many of them as we could, 
till we had reduced their number; and then to give 
the remainder fome corn to plant, and to teach them 
how to live by their daily labour. Accordingly we 
purfued them with our guns, at the hearing of which 
they were fo terrified, that they would fall to the 
ground. Every day we killed and wounded fome 
of them, and many we found ftarved to death, fo 
that our hearts began to relent at the fight of fuch 
miferable Jobjecls. At laft, with great difficulty, 
taking one of them alive, and ufing him with kind- 
nefs and tendernefs, we brought him to Old Friday, 
who talked to him, and told him how good we 
would be to them all, giving them corn and land to 
plant and live in, and prefent nourilhment, provided 
they would keep within fuch bounds as fhould be 
allotted them ; and not do prejudice to others : G* 
then, faid he, and inform your countrymen of this ; 
’which, if they ’will not agree to, every one of them 

Jhall be fain. 
The poor creatures, thoroughly humbled, being 

reduced to about thirty feveh, joyfully accepted the 
offer, and earneftly begged for food ; hereupon we 
fent twelve Spaniards and two Englifhmen, well 
armed, together with Old Friday and three Indian 
flares, who marched to the place'where they were. 
The flaves were loaded with a large quantity of 
bread, and rice cakes, with three live goats : And 
the poor Indians being ordered to fit down on the 
fide of the hill, they ate the victuals very thankfully, 
and have proved faithful to the laft, never trefpaf- 
fing beyond their bounds, where at this day they 
quietly and happily remain, and where we now and 
then vifit them. They are confined to a neck of 
land about a mile and a half broad, and three or 
four in length, on the fouth-eaft corner of the ifland,' 
the fea being before, and lofty mountains behind 
them, free from the appearance of canoes j and in- 

ti 2 'deed 
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deed their countrymen have never made any inquiry 
after them. We gave them twelve hatchets, and 
three or four knives ; have taught them to build huts, 
make wooden fpades, plant corn, make bread, breed 
tame goats, and milk them, as likewife to make 
wicker-works, in which, I muft ingenuoufly confefs, 
they infinitely outdo us, having made themfelves 
ieveral pretty necefiaries and fancies, as bafkets, 
fieves, bird cages, and cup-boards, as ftcols, beds, 
and couches, no lefs ufeful than delightful: And 
now they live the moft innocent and inoffenfive 
creatures that ever were fubdued in the world, 
wanting nothing but wives to make them a nation. 

Thus, kind Sir, have I given you, according to my 
ability, an impartial account of the various tranfac- 
tions that have happened in the ifland fince your 
departure to this day : And we have great reafon to 
acknowledge the kind providence of Heaven in our 
merciful deliverance. When you infpeft your little 
kingdom, you will find in it fome little improvement, 
your flocks increafed, and your fubjedls augmented : 
So that from a defolate ifland, as this was before your 
wonderful deliverance upon it, here is a vifible pro- 
fpeifi; of its becoming a populous and well governed 
little kingdom, to your immortal fame and glory. 

’Tkc end of the Spanijh governor s relation. 

The continuation of the lfe\ of Robinfon Crufoe; 
both of thofe paffagcs that happened during the time 
of his continuance on the if and, and after his de- 
parture, till he arrived again in his native country. 

fTT' Here is no doubt to fuppofe, but that the pre- 
X ceding relation of my faithful Spaniard was 

very agreeable, and no lefs furprifing to me, to the 
voting prield, and to all who heard it: Nor were 
thefe people lefs pleafed with thofe neceflary utenlils 

that 
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that I brought them, fuch as the knives, fciflars, 
fpades, fhovels, and pick-axes, with which they 
now adorn their habitations. So much had they ad 
di£ted themfelves to wicker-work, prompted by the 
ingenuity of the Indians, who affifted them, that 
when I viewed the Englilhmens colonies, they feem- 
«d at a diftance as though they had lived like bees 
in a hive : For Will. Aitkins, who was now be come 
a very induftrious and fober man, had made him- 
felf a tent of bafket-work round the outfide; the 
walls were worked in as a balket, in pannels or 
ftrong fquares of thirty-two in number, handing 
about feven feet high: In the middle was another, 
not above twenty paces round, but much ftronger 
built, being of an oftagonal form, and in the eight 
corners ftood eight ftrong ports, round the top of 
which he laid ftrong pieces, pinned with wooden pins, 
from which he railed a pyramid for the roof, mighty 
pretty, 1 aflure you, and joined very well together 
with iron fpikes, which he made himlelf; for he had 
made him a forge, with a pair of wooden bellows 
and charcoal for his work, forming an anvil out of 
one of the iron-crows, to work upon, and in this 
manner he would make himfelf hooks, ftaples, fpikes, 
bolts, and hinges. After he had pitched the roof 
of his innermoft tent, he made it fo firm between 
the rafters with balket-work, thatching that over 
again with rice ftraw, ahd over that a large leaf of 
a tree, that hishoufe was as dry as if it had been'tilcdor 
flated. The outer circuit was covered as a lean-to 
quite round this inner apartment, laying long rafters 
from the thirty-two angles, to the top-pofts of the 
inner houfe, about twenty feet diftance: So that 
there was a fpace like a wall betwixt the outer and 
inner wall, near twenty feet in breadth. The inner 
place he partitioned off with the fame wicker-work, 
dividing it into fix neat apartments, every one of 
which had a door, firft into the entry of the main 

U 3 tent, 
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tent, and another into the fpace and walk that was 
round it, not only convenient for retreat, but for 
circle ; there was a pailage directly to the door of the 
inner houfe; on either fide was a wicker partition, 
and a door, by which you go firft into a large room 
twenty-two feet wide, and about thirty long, and 
through that into another of a finaller length, fo 
that in the outward circle were ten handfome rooms, 
fix of which were only to be come at thro’ the a- 
partments of the inner tent, ferving as retiring rooms 
to the refpective chambers of the inner circle, and 
four large warehoufes, which went in through one 
another, two on either hand of the pafiage that led 
through the outward door to the inner tent. In 
fhort, nothing could be built more ingenioufly, kept 
more neat, or have better conveniencies ; and here 
lived the three families, Will. Aitkins, his com- 
panion, their wives and children, and the widow of 
the deceafed. As to religion, the men feldom taught 
their wives the knowledge of God, any more than 
the failors cuftom of fwearing by his name. The 
greatefi improvement their wives had, was, they 
taught them to fpeak Englilh, fo as to be underftood. 

None of their children were then above fix years 
old ; they were all fruitful enough ; and, I think, 
the cook’s mate’s wife was big of her fixth child. 

When I inquired of the Spaniards about their tir- 
cumftances while among the favages, they told me, 
that they abandoned themfelves to defpair, reckoning 
themfelves a poor and miferable people, that had no 
mean put into their hands* and confequently muft 
foon be ftarved to death. They owned, however, 
that they were in the wrong to think fo, and for re- 
fufing the afilftance that reafon offered for their lup- 
port, as well as future deliverance, confefiing that 
grief was a moft infignificant pafiion, as it looked 
vjpon things as without remedy, and having no hope 
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of good things to come; all which verified this noted 
proverb, 

In trouble to be troubled, 
Is to have your trouble doubled. 

Nor did his remarks end here ; for making ob- 
fervations upon my improvements, and on my con- 
dition at firft, infinitely worfe than theirs, he told 
me, that Englifhmen had, in their diftrefs, greater 
prefence of mind than thofe of any other country 
that he had met with; and that they and thePortu- 
guefe were the word: men in the world to ftruggle 
under misfortunes. When they landed among the 
favages, they found but little provifion, except they 
would turn cannibals, there being but a few roots and 
herbs, with little fubftance in them, and of which 
the natives gave them but very fparingly. Many 
were the ways they took to civilize and teach the fa- 
vages, but in vain : For they would not own them 
to be their indructors, whofe lives were owing to 
their bounty. Their extremities were very great, 
many days being entirely without food, the favages 
there being more indolent and lefs devouring than 
thofe who had better fupplies. When they went out 
to battle, they were obliged to afiifi: thefe people, in 
one of which my faithful Spaniard being taken, had 
like to have been devoured. They had loft their am- 
munition, which rendered their fire arms ufelefs; 
nor could they ufe the bows and arrows that were 
given them, fo that while the armies were at a dil- 
tance, they had no chance, but when clofe, then 
they could be of fervice with halberts and fharpened 
fticks, put into the muzzles of their muikets. They 
made themfelves' targets of wood, covered with the 
fkins of wild hearts; and when one happened to be 
knocked down, the reft of the company fought over 
him till he recovered ; and then ftanding clofe in a 
line, they would make their way through a thoufand 
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lavages. At the return of their friend, who they 
thought had been entombed in the bowels of their 
enemies, their joy was inconceivable. Nor were 
they lefs furprifed at the light of the loaves of bread 
I had fent them, things they had not feen for feve- 
ral years, at the fame time croffing and bleffing it, as 
though it was manna fent from Heaven : But when 
they knew the errand, and perceived the boat which 
was to carry them to the perfon and place from whence 
fuch relief came, this ftruck them with fuch a fur- 
prife of joy as made fome of them faint away, and 
others burft out into tears. 

This was the fummary account that I had from 
them. I fhall now inform the reader what I next 
did for them, and in what condition I left them. As 
we were all of opinion that the favages would fcarce 
trouble them any more, fo we had no apprehenfions 
on that fcore. I told them I was come purely to e- 
ftabliih, and not to remove them; and, upon that 
cccafion, had not only brought them neceffaries for 
convenience and defence, but alfo artificers, and o- 
ther perfon s, both for their neceflary employments, 
and to add to their number. They were all together 
when I thus talked to them*, and before I delivered 
to them the ftores I had brought, I alked them one 
by one, if they had entirely forgot their firft animo- 
lities, would engage in the ftridlefi: friendfhip, and 
lhake hands with one another ? On this. Will. At- 
kins, with abundance of good humour, faid, they 
had afflictions enough to make them all fober, and 
enemies enough to make them all friends: As for 
himfelf, he would live and die among them, owning, 
that what the Spaniards had done to him, his own 
mad humour had made necefiary for them to do. 
Nor had the Spaniards occafion to juftify their pro- 
ceeding to me; but they told me, that fince Will. 
Atkins had behaved himfelf fo valiantly in fight, and 
at other times fhewed fuch a regard to the common 

interefi: 
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intereft of them all, they had not only forgotten all 
that was pall, bat thought he ought as much to be 
trufted with arms and necefl'aries as any of them, 
which they teftified by making him next in command 
to the governor: And they moft heartily embraced 
the occafion of giving me this folemn affurance, that 
they would never feparate their intereft again as long 
as they lived. 

After thefe kind declarations of friendfhip, we 
appointed all of us to dine together the next day; 
upon this I caufed the fhip’s cook and-his mate to 
come on fhore for that purpofe, to a#ift in dreffing 
our dinner. We brought from the Ihip fix pieces 
of beef, and four of pork, together with our punch- 
bowl, and materials to fill it; and in particular, I 
gave them ten bottles of French claret, and ten of 
Englifh beer, which was very acceptable to them. 
The Spaniards added to our feaft five whole kids, 
which being roafted, three of them were fent as 
frefti meat to the Tailors on board, and the other 
two we ate ourfelves. After our merry and inno- 
cent feaft was over, I began to diftribute-my cargo 
among them. Firft, I gave them linen fufficicnt to 
make every one of them four fhirts, and, at the Spani- 
ards requeft, madethemupfix. ThethinEnglilhftufts 
I allotted to make every one a light coat like a frock, 
agreeable to the climate, and left them fuch a quan- 
tity as to make more upon their decay, as -alfo pumpc, 
fhoes, hats, and ftockin'gs. It is not to be expref- 
fed the pleafing fatisfaclion which fat upon the coun- 
tenances of thefe poor men, when they perceived 
what care I took of them, as if I had been a com- 
mon father to them all •, and they all engaged never 
to leave the iflatid, till I gave my content for their 
departure. I then prefented to them the people I 
brought, to-wit, the tailor, fmith, and the two car- 
penters ; but my Jack of all trades was the moft ac- 
ceptable prefent I could make them. My tailor fell 
immediately to work, and made every one of them a 
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fhirt; after which, he learned the women how to 
few and ftitch, thereby to become the more help- 
ful to their hufbands. Neither were the carpenters 
lefs ufeful, taking in pieces their clumfy things, in- 
ftead of which they made convenient and handfome 
tables, ftools, bedfteads, cupboards, lockers and 
fhelves. But when I carried them to fee Will. At- 
kins’s balket-houfe, they owned they never faw fuch a 
piece of natural ingenuity before : I atn fure, faid one 
of the carpenters, the man that built this has no need 
of us 5 you need, Sir, do nothing, but give him tools. 

I divided t4ie tools among them in this manner: 
To every man I gave a digging-fpade, a fhovel, and 
a rake, as having no harrows or ploughs ; and to 
every feparate place a pick-axe, a crow, a broad axe, 
and a faw, with a ftore for a general fupply, fhould 
any be broken or worn out. I left them alfo nails, 
ftaples, hinges, hammers, chilfels, knives, fciffars, 
and all forts of tools and iron work ; and for the ufe 
of the fmith, gave them three tons of unwrought 
iron for a fupply : And as to arms and amunition, 
I ftored them even to profufion, or at leaft to equip 
a fufHcient little army againft all oppofers whatfoever. 

The young man (whofe mother was unfortunate- 
ly ftarved to death), together with the maid, a pious 
and well educated young woman, feeing things 
fo well ordered on fhore (for I made them accom- 
pany me), and confidering they had no occafion to 
go fb far a voyage as to the Eaft Indies, they both 
defired of me, that I would leave them there, and 
enter them among my fubjects. This I readily a- 
greed to, ordering them a plat of ground, on which 
were three little houfes eredfed, environed with baf- 
ket-work, pallifadoed like Atkins’s, and adjoining to 
his plantation. So contrived were their tents, ihat 
each of them had a room apart to lodge in, while 
the middle tent was not only their Iforehoule, but 
their place for eating and drinking. At this time 

the 
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the two Englifhmen removed their habitation to their 
former place j fo that now the ifland was divided in- 
to three colonies ; firjl, Thofe I have juft now men- 
tioned ; fecondly. That of Will. Atkins, where there 
were four families of Englifhmen, with their wives 
and children: The widow and her children; the young 
man and the maid, who, by the way we made a wife of 
before our departure; three favages, who were ftaves; 
the tailor, fmith, (who ferved alfo as a gunfmith), and 
my other celebrated perfon called Jack of alt trader. 
Thirdly., Mychief colony,which confifted oftheSpani- 
ards,with01dFriday, who ftill remained at my old ha- 
bitation, which was my capital city : And furely never 
was there fuch a metropolis, it now being hid in fo ob- 
fcure a grove, that a thoufand men might have ranged 
the ifland a month, and looked purpofely for it, 
without being able to find it, though the Spaniards 
had enlarged its boundaries, both without and with- 
in, in a moft furprifing manner. 

But now I think it high time to fpeak of the 
young French prieft of the order of 5/ Benedicty whofe 
judicious and pious difcourfes, upon fundry occafions, 
merit an extraordinary obfervation : Nor can his be- 
ing a French Papift prieft, I prefume, give oifence to 
any of my readers, when they have this aflurance 
from me, that he was a perfon of the moft courte- 
ous difpofition, extenfive charity, and exalted piety. 
His arguments were always agreeable tojeafon, and 
his converfation the moft acceptable of any perfon 
that I had ever yet met with in my life. 

Sir, faid he to me one day, fnce under God (at 
the fame time crofling hisbreaft)y<j« have not only faved 
my life, but by permitting me to go this voyage, have grant- 
ed me the happinefs of free converfation, 1 think it my du- 
ty, as my profeff on obliges me, to fave what fouls 1 
can, by bringing them to the knowledge of fame Catholic 
doctrine, neceffary to falvation ; and fnce thefe people 
are under your immediate government, in gratitude, juf- 
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tice, and decency for nuhat you have done for me, I offer 
no farther points in religion than ivhat fhall merit your 
approbation. Being pleated with the modefty of his 
carriage, I told him he fhould not be the worfe ufed 
for being of a dilFerent perfuafion, if, upon that ac- 
count, vve did not differ in points of faith, not de- 
cent in a part of the country where the poor Indians 
ought to be inftrufted in the knowledge of the true 
God and his Son Jefus Chrift. To this he replied, 
that ccnverfation might eafily be feparated from dif- 
putes ; that he would difcourfe with me rather as 
a gentleman than a religious; but that if he did en- 
ter upon religious arguments, upon my deliring the 
fame, I would give him liberty to defend his own 
principles. He farther added, that he would do 
all that became him in his office, as a prieft as well 
as a Chriftian, to procure the happinefs of all that 
were in the fhip : That though he could not pray 
with, he would pray for us, on all occallons : And 
then he told me feveral extraordinary events of his 
life, within a few years paft, but particularly in this 
laft, which was the moft remarkable : That in this 
voyage he had the misfortune to be five times fhip-. 
ped and unfifipped : His firft defign was to have gone 
to Martinico, for which taking fhip at St Malo, he 
was forced into Lifbon by bad weather, the vyfiel 
running aground in the mouth of the Tagus : That 
from thence he went on board a Portuguefe fhip, 
bound to the Madeiras, whofe mafter being but an 
indifferent mariner, and out of his reckoning, they 
were drove to Fial, where felling their commodity, 
which was corn, they refolved to take in their load- 
ing at the ifle of May, and to fail to Newfoundland ; 
at the banks of which, meeting a French fhip bound 
to Quebec, in the river of Canada, and from thence 
to Martinico; in this Ihip he embarked, the mafier 
of which dying at Quebec, that voyage was fufpend- 
ed : And laftly, flapping himfelf for France, this 
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lafl: Blip was deftroyed by fire, as before has been 
related. 

At this time we talked no further : But another 
morning he comes to me, juft as I was going to 
viiit the Englifhmens’ colony, and tells me, that as 
he knew the profperity of the ifland was my prin- 
cipal defire, he had fomething to communicate, a- 
greeable to my defign, by which perhaps he might 
put it, more than he yet thought it was, in the 
way of the benedhftion of Heaven. How, Sir ? faid 
I in a furprife, are we not yet in the way of God’s' 
blefiing, after all thefe fignal providences and de- 
liverances, of which you have had fuch an ample 
relation ? He replied, I hope, Sir, you are in the 
way, and that your good defign will profper: But 
frill there are fome among you that are not equally 
right in their atftions: And remember, I befeech 
you, Sir, that Achan, by his crime, removed God’s 
blefiing from the camp of the children of Ifrael ; 
that though fix. and thirty were entirely innocent, 
yet they became the objects of divine vengeance, 
and bore the weight of the punifhment accordingly. 

So fenfibly was I touched with this difcourfe, and 
fo fatisfied with that ardent piety that inflamed his 
foul, that I defired him to accompany me to the 
Englifhmens’ plantations, which he was very glad 
of, by reafon thefe were the fubjefts of what he 
defigned to difcburfe with me about; and while 
we walked on together, he began in the following 
manner : 

Sir, laid he, I muft confefs it is a great unhappinefs 
that we difagree in feveral-doctrinal articles of re- 
ligion ; but furely both of us acknosvledge this, that 
there is a God, who having given us fome ftatcd 
rules for our fervice and obedience, we ought not 
willingly and knowingly to ofiend him, either by 
negle&ing what he has commanded, or by doing 
what he has forbidden us. This truth every Chrif- 
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tian owns, that whenever any one prehunptuoufly 
fins againft God’s command, the Almighty then 
withdraws his bleffing from him ; every good man 
therefore might certainly to prevent fuch negleft of, 
or fin againft God and his commands. I thanked, 
the young prieft for expreffing fp great a concern 
for us, and defired him to explain tiie particulars of 
what he had obferved, that, according to the pa- 
rable of Achariy I might remove the accurfed thing 
from among us. "Why then, Sir, faid he, in the 
firft place, you have four E.nglifhmen, who have 
taken favage women to their wives, by whom they 
have feveral children, though none of them are legal- 
ly married, as the law of God and man requires ; 
they, I fay, Sir, are no lefs than adulterers, and as 
they ftill live in adultery, are liable to the c-urfe of 
God. I know, Sir, you may objeft the want of a 
priefi:, or clergyman of any kind ; as alfo, pen, ink, 
and paper, to write down a contarff of marriage, 
and have it figned between them. But neither this, 
nor what the Spanifh governor has told you of their 
chufing by confent, can be reckoned a marriage, 
nor any more than' an agreement to keep them from 
quarrelling among themfelves ; for, Sir, the offence 
or facramen^t of matrimony (fo he called it) not only 
confifts in mutual confent, but in the legal obligation 
which compels them to own and acknowledge one 
another, to abftain from other perfons, the men to 
provide for their wives and children, and the women 
to do the fame in like conditions, mutatis mutandis on 
their fide : Whereas, Sir, thefe men, upon their 
own pleafure, on any occafion, may forfake thofe 
women, and marry others, andbydifowningtheir chil- 
dren, fuffer them utterly to perifh. Now, Sir, ad- 
ded he, can God be honoured in fuch an unlawful 
liberty as this ? how can a bleffing fucceed the beft 
endeavours, if men are allowed to live in fo licenti- 
ous a,way ? I was indeed ftruck with the thing my- 
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felf, and thought that they were much to blame* that 
no formal contract had been made, though it had 
been but breaking a flick between them, to engage 
them to live as man and wife, never to feparate; but 
love, cherifh, and comfort one another all their lives, 
yet, Sir, faid I, when they took thefe women, I was 
not here; and if it is adultery, it is paft my remedy, 
and I cannot help it. ‘True, Siry anfwered the young 
prieft-, you cannot be charged <uith that part of the cr'mnt* 
which was done in your c.bjence ; but I befeech you don’t ’ 
fatter yourfelf, that yon nremnder no obligation now to 
pvt a period to it; which if you negleEl to do, guilt 
will be entirely on you alone, fince it is certainly in no- 
body’s power but youts to alter their condition. I murt 
confefs, I was fo dull, that I thought he meant I 
fliould part them, and knowing that this would put 
the whole ifland in confufion, I told him I could 
not confent to it upon any account whatfoever. Sir, 
faid he, in a great furprife, I do not mean that you 

Jhould feparate, but marry them, by a written contract, 
fgned by both man and woman, and by all the witneffes 
pnfent, which all i/jf European laws decree to be of [effi- 
cient efficacy. Amazed with fuch true piety and flnee- 
rity, and confidering the validity of a written contract, 
I acknowledged all that he faid to be very juft and 
kind ; and that I would difcourle with the men 
about it; neither could I fee wflat reafon they could 
have not to let him marry them, whole authority 
in that affair is owned to be as authentic, as if they 
were married by any of-our clergymen in England. 

't he next complaint he had to make to me, was 
tois, that though thefe Englilh fubje£ts of mine'bad 
lived with thole women feven years, and tho’ they 
were of good underftanding, and capable of inftruc- 
tion, having learned not only to fpeak, but to read 
Englifh, yet all this while they never taught them 
any thing of the Chriflian religion, or the knowledge 
of God, much lei’s in what manner he ought to be 

X 2 ferved- 
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ferved. And is not this an unaccountable neglect ? faid 
he, warmly. Jdepend upon it, God Almighty will call 
them to account for fuch contempt. And though I am 
tiot of your religion, yet IJJjould be glad to fee thefe people- 
rderfed from the devil's power, and be fared by the prin- 
ciples of the Chrijlian religion, the knowledge of God, of 
a Redeemer, the refurreEtion, and a future fate. But 
as it is not too late, if you ‘picafe to give me leave to in- 
fract them, 1 doubt n'ot but I f all fupply this great de- 
fed, by bringing them into the great circle of Chrifia- 
nity, even while you continue in the ifland. 

I could hold no longer, but embracing him, told 
him, with a thoufand thanks, I would grant what- 
ever he requefted, and dellred him to proceed in 
the third article, which he did in the following man- 
ner : 

Sir, faid he, it fliould be a maxim among all Chri- 
fiians, 2hat Chrif ian knowledge ought to be propagated 
by allpojfble means, and on all oceafwns. Upon this 
account our church fends miffionaries into Perfia, 
India, and China, men who are willing to die for 
the fake of God and the Chriftian faith, in order to 
bring poor infidels into the way of falvation. Now, 
Sir, as here is an opportunity to convert feven and 
thirty poor favages, I wonder how you can pafs by 
fuch an occafion of doing good, which is really worth 
the expence of a man’s whole life. 

I muft confels I was fo confounded at this dif- 
courfe, that I could not tell how to anfwer him. 
<$/V, laid he, feeing me in diforder, I fall be very 
f rry if I have given you offence. No Sir, faid I, 
J am rather confounded ; and you know my circum- 
ftances, that being bound to the Eaft Indies in a 
merchant fhip, I cannot wrong the owners fo much, 
as to detain the fhip here, the men lying on viCIuals 
and wages on their account. If I ftay above twelve 
day5, I muft pay ql. Sterling per diem demurrage, 
nor muft the fhip ftay above eight days more ; fo 

- that 
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that I am unable to engage in this work, .unlefs I 
would leave the fhip, and be reduced to my former 
condition. The prieft, though he owned ic was hard 
upon me, yet he laid it tt> my confcience, whether 
the 'bleffi ng of faving feven and thirty fouls was 
not worth venturing all that I had in the world ? Sir, 
faid I, it is very true : But as you are an ecclefiaftic, 
it naturally falls into your profeffion : Why there- 
fore don’t you rather offer to undertake it yourfelf, 
than prefs me to it ? Upon this he turned about, ma- 
king a very low bow, I mod humbly thank God arid 
you, Sir, faid he, for fo bleffed a call; and mod wil- 
lingly undertake fo glorious an office, which will fuf- 
dciently copipenfate all the hazards and difficulties I 
have gone through in a long and uncomfortable voy- 
age- 

While he was thus fpeaking, I could difcover a 
rapture in his face, by his colour going and coming ; 
at the fame time his eyes fparkled like fire, with all 
the figns of the mod zealous tranfports. And when 
I alked whether he was in earned; Sir, faid he, it 
was to preach to the Indians, I confented to come 
along with you; thefe infidels, even in this little 
ifland, are infinitely of more worth than my poor 
life : If fo that I fiiould prove the happy inftru- 
ment of^faving thefe poor creatures fouls, I care not 
if I never fee my native country again. One thing 
I only beg of you more, is, that you would leave 
Friday with me, to be my interpreter, without whole 
affidance neither of us will underdand each other. 

This requeft very fendbly troubled me, fird upon 
Friday’s being bred a Protedant, and fecondly, for 
the affection I bore to him for his fidelity : But im- 
mediately the remembrance of Friday’s father com- 
ing into my head, I recommended him to him as 
having learned Spanifh, which the pried alfo under- 
dood, and fo was thoroughly fatisfied with him. 

When we came to the Engliflunen, after I had told 
X3, them 1 
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them what neceflary things I had done for them, I 
talked to them of the fcandalous life they led, told 
them what notice the clergyman had taken of it, and 
alked them if they were married men or bachelors P 
They anfwered, two of them were widowers, and 
the other three ilngle men. But, faid I, with what 
confcience can you call thefe your wives, by whom 
you have fo many children, and yet are not lawfully 
married ? They all faid, that they took them before 
the governor as fuch, having nobody elfe to marry 
them, which they thought as legal as if they had 
had a parfon. No doubt, faid I, but in the eye of 
God you are fo : But unlefs I am allured of your ho- 
neft intention never to delert thefe poor creatures, I 
can do nothing more for you, neither can you expert 
God’s blefiing while you live in fuch an open cotirfe 
of adultery. Hereupon Will Atkins, who fpoke 
for the reft, told me, That they believed their wives 
the rooft innocent and virtuous creatures in the world; 
that^they would never forfake them while they had 
breath; and that if there was a clergyman in the 
Blip, they would be married to them with all their 
heart. I told you before, faid I, that I have a mi- 
nifter with me, who Ihall marry you to-morrow morn- 
ing, if you are willing; fo I would have you confult 
to-night with the reft about it. I told him, the 
clergyman was a Frenchman, and knew not a word 
of Englifh, but that I would a£l as a clerk between- 
them. And indeed this bufinefs met with fuch fpeedy 
fuccefs, that they all told me, in a few minutes af- 
ter, that they were ready to be formally married as 
foon as I pleafed ; with which informing the prieft, 
he was exceedingly rejoiced. 
. Nothing now remained, but that the women Biould 
be made fenfible of the meaning of the thing; with 
which being well fatisfied, they with their hufhands 
attended at my apartment the next morning : There 
was my prieft, habited in a black veft, fomething 
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like a caflbc with a fafh round it, much refembling 
a minifter, and I was his interpreter. But the fe- 
rioufnefs of his behaviour, and the fcruples he made 
of marrying the women, who were not baptized 
gave them an exceeding reverence for his perfon : 
Nor indeed would he marry them at all, till he ob- 
tained my liberty to diicourfe both with the men and 
women, and then he told them, That in the fight 
of all indifferent men, and in the fenfe of the laws 
of fociety, they had lived in open adultery, which 
nothing now but their confent to marry, or final re- 
paration, could put an end to ; and even here was 
a difficulty with refpect to the laws of Chriftian ma- 
trimony, in marrying a profeffied Chriftian to a hea- 
then idolater, unbaptized ; but yet there was time 
enough to make them profefs the name of Chrift, 
without which nothing could be done : That, be- 
fides, he believed themfelves very indifferent Chri- 
ftians ; and confequently had not difcourfed with 
their wives upon that fubjedt; and that unlefs they 
promifed him to do fo, he could not marry them, 
as being exprefsly forbidden by the laws of God. 

All this they heard attentively, and owned readily. 
But, Lord, Sir ! faid Will Atkins to me, koiu Jhould 
•we teach them religion, •who know nothing of it onr- 

felves P How can we talk to our wives of God, Jefus 
Chrift, heaven and hell ? why, they would only laugh 
at us, who never yet have praclifed religion, but on the 
contrary, all manner of wickednefs. Will Atkins, faid 
I, cannot you tell your wife, fhe is in the wrong, 
and that her gods are idols, which can neither hear, 
fpeak, nor underhand ; but that our God, who has 
made, can deftroy all things ; that he rewards the 
good, and punilhes the wicked ; and at laft will bring 
us to judgment ? Cannot you tell her thefe things ? 
That’s true, faid Atkins, but then fhe’ll tell met it 
is utterly falfe, fince I am not punifhed and fent to 
the devil, who hath been fuch a wicked creature. 

Thefe 
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Thefe words I interpreted to the prieft ! O ! faid he, 
tell him, his repentance will make him a very good 
minifter to his fpoufe, and qualify him to preach on 
the mercy and long-fuffering of a merciful Being, 
who defires not the death of a finner, and even de- 
fers damnation to the laft judgment; this will lead 
him to the above do&rine, and will make him an ex- 
cellent preacher to his wife. I repeated this to 
Atkins, who, being more than ordinarily affected 
with it, replied, I know all this, Sir, and a great 
deal more ; but how can I have the impudence to 
talk thus to my wife, when my confcience witneffes 
againft me ? alas ! faid he (with tears in his 
eyes and giving a great figh), as for repenting, that 
is for ever paft me. Faff you ! Atkins, faid I, what 
do yon mean ? You know well enough, faid he, 
what I mean ; / mean it is too late. 

When I told the prieft what he faid, the poor af- 
feiftionate man could not refrain from weeping ; but 
recovering himfelf, Pray, Sir, faid he, q/k him if he 
is contented that it is too late; or is he concerned, and 
nvifhes it were not fo ? This queftion I put fairly to 
Atkins, who replied in a pafiion, How can I be eafy 
in a fate which I know mu ft terminate in my ruin? For 
I really believe, fome time or other, 1 pall cut my throat, 
to put a period to my life and to the terrors of my con- 

fcience. 
At this the clergyman {hook his head. Sir, faid 

he, pray tell him it is not too late ; Chrijl will give 
him repentance, if he has recourfe to the merit of his 
paffnn. Does he think he is beyond the power of divine 
mercy ? There may indeed be a time when provoked 
mercy will no lon'ger frive, but never too late jor men 
to repe?it in this world. I told Atkins every word 
the prieft had faid, who then parted from us to talk 
to his wife, while we difeourfed with the reft. But 
thefe were very ftupid in religious matters, yet all of 
them promifed to do their endeavours to make their 
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wives turn Chriftians ; and upon which promifes the 
prieft married the three couple. But as Aitkins 
was the only fincere convert, and of more fenfe than 
the reft, my clergyman was earneftly inquiring after 
him: Sir, faid he, let us tv ilk out of this labyrinth, 
and I dare fay tve fsall find this poor man preaching to 
his wife already. And indeed we found it true ; for 
coming to the edge of the wood, we perceived 
Atkins ;and his favage wife fitting under the fhade 
of a bufh, in very earneft difcourfe : He pointed to 
the fun, to the quarters of the earth, to himfelf, to 
her, the woods, and the trees. Immediately we 
could perceive him ftart upon his feet, fall down 
upon his knees, and lift up both his hands ; at which 
the tears ran down my clergyman’s cheeks : But our 
great misfortune was, we could not hear one word 
that palled between them. Another time he would 
embrace her, wiping the tears from her eyes, killing 
her with the greateft tranfports, and then both kneel 
down for fome minutes together. Such raptures of 
joy did this occalion in my young prieft, that he 
could fcarcely contain himfelf: And a little after 
this, we obferved by her motion, as frequently lift- 
ing up her hands, and laying them on her breaft, 
that Ihe was mightily afFetted with his difcourfe, and 
fo they withdrew from our fight. 

When we came back, we found them both wait- 
ing to be called in ; upon which we agreed to ex- 
amine him alone, and fo I began thus to difcourfe 
him. Prithee, Will Atkins, faid I, what educa- 
tion had you, What was your father ? 

IV.J. A better man than ever I lhall be ; he was. 
Sir, a clergyman, who gave me good inftru&ion, or 
corre£tion, which I defpifed like a brute, as I was, 
and murdered my poor father. 

Pr. Ha! a murderer! 
[Here the priefi farted and looked pale, as think- 

ing he had really killed his father. 

R. C. 
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R. C. What, did you kill him with your hands ? 
IV. A. No, Sir, I cut not his throat, but broke ' 

his heart, by the moft unatural turn of difobedience j 
to the tendereft and heft of fathers. 

R. C. Well, I pray God grant you repentance; 
I did not afk you to extort a confeffion; hut I afked 
you, becaufe I fee you have more knowledge of what 
is good than your companions.' 

W. A. O, Sir, whenever I look back upon my 
paftdife, confcience upbraids me with my father ; 
the fins againft our parents make the deepeft wounds, 
and their weight lies the heaviefb upon the mind. 

R. C. You talk, Will,-too feelingly and fenfibly 
for rne; I am not able to bear it. 

TV. A. You bear it, Sir.! you know nothing of 
it. • 

R. C. But yes, Atkins, I do: And every fhore. 
Valley, and tree in this ifland, witnefs the anguifh 
of m'y foul for my undutifulnefs to my kind father, 
whom I have murdered likewife: Yet my repent- 
ance falls infinitely fhort of yours. But, Will, how 
comes the fenfe of this mattef to touch you juft now? 

JV. A. Sir, the work you have fet me about has 
occalioned it; for talking to my wife about God and 
religion, fhe has preached me fuch a ferjcnon that I 
ihall retain it in lading remembrance. 

R. C. No, no, it is your own moving pious argu- 
ments to her, has made confcience fling them back 
upon you. But pray, Atkins, inform us what paf- 
fed between you and your wife, and in what man- 
ner did you begin. 

TV. A. I talked to her of the laws of marriage, 
the reafon of fuch compacts, whereby order and juf- 
tice is maintained ; without which men would run 
from their wives and children, to the drftblution of 
families or inheritances. 

R. C. Well, and what did fire fay to all this ? 
IV* A. Sir, we began our difcourfe in the follow- 
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mg manner, which I (hall exactly repeat according 
to my mean capacity, if you think it worth ’your 
while to honour it with your attention. 

The Dialogue .between Will Atkins and his "wife 
in the ’wood. 

Wi/e.^TOTJ tell me marriage God appoint; have 
I you God in your country ? 

IV. A. Yes, child, God is in every nation. 
Wife. No; great old Benamuckee god is in my 

country, not yours. 
IV. A. My dear, God is in heaven which he made; 

he alio made the earth, the fea, and all that is there- 
in. 

Wife. Why you not tell me much long ago ? 
W. A. My dear, I have been a wicked wretch, 

having a long time lived without the knowledge of 
God in the world. 

Wife. What, not know great God in own na- 
tion ; No no good ting ? No fay O to him ? that’s 
ftrange! 

W. A. But, my dear, many live as if there was 
no God in heaven for all that. 

Wife. Why God fuffer this ? why makee not live 
well ? 

W. A. It is our own faults, child. 
Wife. But, if he much great, can makee kill, why 

no makee kill when to ferve him? No be good mans, 
no cry O to him ? 

W. A. That’s true, my dear, he may ftrike us 
dead, but his abundant mercy .fpareth us. 

Wife. Did not you tell God tankee for that? 
W. A. No, I have neither thanked him for his 

mercy, nor feared him for his power. 
Wife. Then me not believe your God be good, 

nor makee kill, when you makee him angry. 
W. A 
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TV. A. Alas! muft my wicked life hinder you from 
believing in him ? 

Wife. How can me tink your God live there ? 
(pointing to heaven). Sure he no ken what you do 
here. 

TV A. Yes, yes, my dear, he hears us fpeak, fees 
what we do, and knows what we even think. 

Wife. Where then makee power ftrong, when he 
hears you curfe, fwear de great damn ? 

W. A. My dear, this fhews he is indeed a God and 
not a man, who has fuch tender mercy ? 

Wife. Mercy! what do you call mercy ? 
W. A. He pities and (pares us: As he is our great 

Creator, fo is he alfo our tender Father. 
Wife. So God never angry, never kill wicked, 

then he no good, no great mighty. 
W. A. O my dear, don’t fay fo, he is both ; and 

many times he Brews terrible examples of his judge- 
ment and vengeance. 

Wife. Then you makee de bargain with him ; 
vou do bad ting, he no hurt you, he hurt other 
mans. 

W. A. No indeed, my fins are all prcfumptions 
upon his goodnefs. 

Wife. Well, and yet no makee you dead ? and 
you give him no tankee neither, 

W. A. It is true, I am an ungrateful, unthank- 
ful dog that I am. 

Wife. Why, you fay, he makee you, why makce 
you no much better then. 

W. A. It is I alone that have deformed myfelf, 
and abufed his goodnefs. 

Wife. Pray makee God know me, me no makee 
him angry, no do bad ting. 

W. A. You mean, my dear, that you defire I 
would teach you to know God: Alas ! poor dear 
creature ! He muft teach thee, and not I. But I’ll 
pray earnefily to him to direft thee, and to forgive 

me. 
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me, a miferable firmer. (Hereupon he went a little 
dijlance, and kneeling down, prayed earneJUy to God to 
enlighten her mind, and to pardon his Jins : When this 
was done, they continued their difcourfe thus.) 

Wife. What you put down knee for ? For what 
hold up hand ? Who you fpeak to ? 

W. A. My dear, I bowed in token of fubmiffion 
to him that made me, and prayed that he would 
open your eyes and underftanding. 

Wipe. And can he do that too l And will he hear 
what you fay ? 

W. A. Yes, my dear, he bids us pray, and has 
given us his promife that he will hear us. 

Wife. When did he bid you pray ? What, do you 
hear him fpeak ? 

W. A. No my dear, but God has fpoken former- 
ly to good men from heaven : And by divine revela- 
tion they have written all his laws down in a book. 

Wife. O where dat good book ? 
W. A. I have it not now by me : But one time 

or other I fhall get it for you to read. Then he em- 
braced her, with great affection. 

Wife. Pray tell a mee did God teachee them write 
that book ? 

W. A. Yes, and by that rule wc know him to be 
God. 

Wife. What way, what rule you know him ? 
W. A. Becaufe he teaches what is good, juft, and 

holy •, and forbids all wicked and abominable actions 
that incur his difpleafure. 

Wife. O me fain underftand that, and if he do 
all things you fay he do, furely he hear me fay O to 
him ; he makee irur good if I with to be good; he 
no kill me if I love him ; me tink, believe him great 
God ; me fay O to him, along with you, my dear. 

Here the poor man fell upon his knees, and made her 
kneel down by him, praying with the greatejl fervency, 
that God would infract her by his Holy Spirit: And 

Yr that 
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that God by his providence would fend them a Bible for 
both their injlruclions. dnd fuch was the early piety 
of this new convert, that fhe made him prom fe never to 

Jorfahe God any more, lejl, being made dead as floe cal- 
led it, (he jhoidd not only want her infruclor, but him- 
felf be miferable in a long eternity. 

Such furpriling account as this was, proved very 
affecting to us both, but particularly to the young 
clergyman, who was mightily concerned he could 
not talk to her himfelf. Sir, faid he, there is fome- 
thing more to be done to this woman than to marry 
her : I mean that fhe ought to be baptized. To this 
I prefently agreed : Pray, faid he again, afk her 
hufband, whether he has ever talked to her of Jefus 
Chrift, the falvation of finners, the nature of faith, 
and redemption in and by him, of the Holy Spirit, 
the refurre&ion, lafi: judgement, and a future ftate; 
but the poor fellow melted into tears at this queftion, 
faying, that he had -faid fometbing to her of thefe 
things, but his inability to talk of them, made him 
afraid left her knowledge of them fhould rather make 
her contemn religion than be benefited by it: But that 
if I would difeourfe with her, it would be very evi- 
dent my labour would not be in vain. Accordingly 
I called her in, and placing myfelf as interpreter be- 
tween the religious prieft and the woman, I intreat- 
ed him to go on : But furely never was fuch a fer- 
n-ion preached by any clergyman in thefe latter days, 
with fo much zeal, knowledge, and fincerity ; in 
fhort, he brought the woman to embrace the know- 
ledge of Chrift, and of redemption by him, with fo 
furprifing a degree of underftanding, that fhe made 
it her own requeft to be baptizM. 

He then performed his office in the facrament of 
baptifin, firft, by faying fome words over to himfelf 
in Latin, and then afked me to give her a name, as 
being her godfather, and pouring a whole difli full 
of water upon the woman’s head, he faid, Mary, I 

baptize 
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baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft ; fo that none could 
kno'.v of what religion he was. After this he pro- 
nounced the benediction in Latin. Thus the wo- 
man being made a Chriltian, he married her to Will 
Atkins ; which being finifhed, he affectionately ex- 
horted him to lead a holy life for the future ; that 
flnce the Almighty, by the convictions of his con- 
fcience, had honoured him to be the inftrument of 
his wife’s convertion, he fhould not difhonour the 
grace of God, that while the favage was converted, 
the inftrument fhould be caft away. Thus ended a 
ceremony, to me the moft pleafant and agreeable I 
ever palled in my life. 

The affairs of the illand being fettled, I was pre- 
paring to go on board, when the young man (whofe 
mother was Itarved) came to me, faying, that as he 
underftood I had a clergyman with me, who had 
married the Englifhmen with favages, he had a 
match to make between two Chriftians, which he 
defired might be finifhed before I departed. Think- 
ing that it was he himfelf that had courted his mo- 
ther’s maid, I perfuaded him not to do any thing 
ralhly upon the account of his folitary circumftances; 
that the maid was an unequal match for him, both 
in refpect to fubftance and years; and that it was 
very probable he would live to return to his own 
country, where he might have a far better choice. 
At thefe words, fmiling, he interrupted me, thank- 
ing me for my good advice ; that as he had nothing 
to beg of me, but a fmall fettlement, with a fervant 
or two, or fome few neceffaries; fo he hoped I would 
not be unmindful of him when I returned to Eng- 
land, but give his letters to his friends ; and that 
when he was redeemed, the plantation and all its 
improvements, however valuable, Ihould be return- 
ed to me again. But as for the marriage he prc- 

Y 2 pofed. 
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pofed, that it was not himfelf, but that it was be- 
tween my Jack of all trades, and the maid Sul'an. 

I was indeed agreeably furprifed at the mention- 
ing this match, which Teemed very fuitable, the one 
being a very ingenious fellow, and the other an ex- 
cellent, dexterous, and fenlible houfewife, fit to be 
governefs of the whole ifland; To we married them 
the Tame day; and as I was her father, and gave her 
away, To I gave her a handTome portion, appointing 
her and her hufband a convenient large fpace of 
ground for their plantation. The fharing out of the 
land I left to Will Atkins, who really divided it 
very juftly to every perTon’s fatisfadlion: They on- 
ly defired one general writing under my hand for the 
whole, which I caufed to be drawn up, figned, and 
fealed to them, fetting out their bounds, and gi- 
ving them a right to the whole pofTeffion of their re- 
ipedfive plantations with their improvements, to them 
and their heirs, reTerving all the reft of the ifland as 
my own property, and a certain rent for every parti- 
cular plantation after eleven years. As to their laws 
and government, I exhorted them to love one an- 
other : And as to the Indians who lived in a nook 
by themfelves, I allotted three or four of them plan- 
tations, and the reft willingly chofe to become fer- 
vants to the other families, by which means they 
were employed in ufeful labour, and fared much bet- 
ter than they did before. Befides, the favages be- 
ing thus mixed with the Chriftians, the work of 
their converiion might be Tet on foot by the latter, 
in the clergyman’s abfence, to our equal fatisfadlion. 
The young prieft, however, was a little anxious left 
the Chriftians fhould not be willing to do their 
parts in inftrudling thofe poor Indians : I therefore 
told him, we fhould call them all together; that he 
fhould Tpeak to the Spaniards who were Papifts, and 
I to the Englifh who were Proteftants, and make 
them promife they would never make any diftnnftion 
in religion, but teach the general true knowledge of 

God, 
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GcU, and his fon Jefus Chrift, in order to convert 
the poor favagcs : And this indeed they all promifed 
ns accordingly. 

When I came to Will Atkins’s houfe, I found his 
baptized wife, and the young woman newly married 
to my Jack of all trades, were become great inti- 
mates, and difcourfing of religion together. O Sir, 
fays Will Atkins, when God has fmners to recon- 
cile to himfelf, he never wants an inftruftor : I knew 
I was unworthy for fo good a work, and therefore 
this young woman has been fent hither as it were 
from heaven, who is fuflicient to convert a whole 
ifland of favages. The young woman blulhed, and 
was going to rife ; but I deiired her to fit ftiil, and 
hoped that God would blefs her in fo good a work : 
And then pulling out a Bible (which I brought on 
purpofe in my pocket for him), Here, Atkins, faid 
I, here is an afliftant that perhaps you had not be- 
fore. So confounded was the poor man, that it was 
feme time before he could fpeak •, at lali turning to 
his wife, My dear, he faid, did I not tell you that 
God could hear what we faid ? Here’s the book I 
prayed for, when you and I kneeled under the bufh : 
God then heard us, and now has fent it. The wo- 
man was furprifed, and thought really God had fent 
that individual book from heaven; but I turned to 
the young woman, and defired her to explain to the 
new convert, that God may properly be faid to an- 
fwer our petitions, when, in the courfe of his pro- 
tidence, fuch particular things come to pafs as we 
petitioned for. This the young woman did efte&u- 
ally; but furely Will Atkins’s joy cannot be exptvf- 
fed ; no man being more thankful for any thing in 
the world, than he was for his Bible, nor deiired it 
fronva better principle. 

After fevernl religious difeourfes, I defired the 
young woman to give me an account of the anguilh 
ihe felt when fhe was ftarving to death for hunger ; 

Y 3 • to 
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to which fhe readily confented, and began in the 
following manner: 

“ Sir (faid fhe), all our victuals being gone, af- 
ter I had fafted one day, my ftomaeh was very fick- 
ifh, and at the approach of night I was inclined to 
yawning, and fleepy. When I flept upon the couch 
three hours, I awaked a little refrelhed : Three hours 
after my ftomach being mdre and more fickifh, I lay 
down again, but could not fleep, being very faint 
and ill. Thus I paired the fecond day with a Arrange 
variety, firll hunger, then lick again, with Teachings 
to vomit : That night I dreamed I was at Barbadoes, 
buying plenty of provifions, and dined heartily. But 
when I awaked, my fpirits were exceedingly funk, 
to find myfelf in the extremity of famine. There 
was but one glafs of wine, which being mixed with 
fugar, I drank up : But for want of fubftance to di- 
gefl: upon, the fumes of it got into my head, and 
made me fenfelefs for fome time. The third day I 
was fo ravenous and furious, that I could have eaten 
a little child if it had come in my way ; during which 
time I was as mad as any creature in bedlam. In 
one of thefe fits I fell down, and firuck my face a- 
gainft the corner of a pallet bed, where my miftrefs 
lay : The blood gufhed out of my nofe, but by my 

^exceflive bleeding, both the violence of the fever, 
and the ravenous part of the hunger abated. After 
this I grew lick again, flrove to vomit, but could 
not; then bleeding a fecond time, I fwooned away 
as dead ; when I came to myfelf I had a dreadful 
gnawing pain in my ftomach, which went off towards 
night, with a longing defire for food. I took a draught 
of water and fugar, but it came up again ; then I 
drank water without fugar, and that ftaid with me. 
I laid me down on the bed, praying God would take 
me away ; after I had flumbered, I thought myfelf 
a-dying, therefore recommended my foul to God, 
and wilhed fome bodv would throw me into the fea. 

, All 
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All this while my departing miftrefs lay by me ; the 
laft bit of bread fhe had, fhe gave it to her dear 
child, my young mafter. The morning after, I fell 
into a violent paflion of crying, and after that into 
hunger. I efpied the blood that came from my nofe 
in a bafon, which I immediately fwallowed np. At 
night I had the ufual variations, as pain in the fto- 
mach, fick, lleepy, and ravenous •, and I had no 
thought but that I Ihould die before morning. In 
the morning came on terrible gripisgs in my bowels. 
At this time I heard my young mafter’s lamentations, 
by which I underftood his mother was dead : Soon 
after the failors cried, A fail, a fail, hallowing as if 
they were diftrafted, for joy of that relief, which af- 
terwards we received from your hands.” 

Surely never was a more diftinft account of ftar- 
ving to death than this. But to return to the dif- 
pofition of things among my people, I did not take 
any notice to them of the floop that I had framed, 
neither would I leave them the two pieces of brafs 
cannon, or the two qurater-deck guns that 1 had 
on board, left, upon any difguft, they fhould have 
feparated, or turned pirates, and fo made the ifland 
a den of thieves, inftead of a plantation of fober 
pious people : But leaving them in a flourifhing con- 
dition, with a promife to fend them furthef relief 
from Brafil, as fheep, hogs, and cows (being obli- 
ged to kill the latter at fea, having no hay to feed 
them), I went on board the fhip again, the firft of 
May 1695, after having been twenty days among 
them : And next morning, giving them a falute of 
five guns at parting, we fet fail for the Brafils. The 
third day, towards evening, there happening a calm, 
and the current being very ftrong, we were drove 
to the N. N. E. towards the land. Some hours 
after we perceived the fea covered as it were with 
fomething very black, not eafdy at firft to be dif- 
covered : Upon which our chief mate afeending the 

Ihrouds 
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fhronds a little way, and taking a view with a per- 
fpe&ive glafs, he cries out, An army ! An army, 
you fool, (aid I, what do you mean ? Nay, Sir, faid 
he, don’t be angry, I allure you it is not only an 
army, but a fleet too ; for I believe there are a thou- 
fand canoes paddling along, and making with great 
hafte towards us. 

Indeed every one of us were furprifed at this re- 
lation: And my nephew the captain could not 
tell what to think of it, but thought we Ihould all 
he devoured. Nor was I free from concern, when 

-1 confidered how much we wrere becalmed, and what 
a flrong current fet towards the (here : However,- 
1 encouraged him not to be afraid, but bring the 
(hip to an anchor, as foon as we were certain that 
we muft engage them. Accordingly we did fo, 
and furled all our fails : As to the favages, we fear- 
ed noticing, but only that they might (et the (hip on 
fire, to prevent which I ordered them to get their 
boats out, and fallen them, one clofe by the head, 
and the other by the ftern, well maned, with (beets 
and buckets to extinguifh the flames, fhould it fo 
happen. The favages foon came up with us, but 
there were not fo many as the mate had faid ; for 
inftead of a thoufand canoes, there were only one 
hundred and twenty : Too many indeed for us, feve- 
ral of their canoes containing about fixteen or 
feventeen men. 

As they approached us, they feemed to be in the 
greatefl amazement, not knowing what to make of 
us. They rowed round the {hip, which occafioned 
us to call to the men in the boats not to fufter them 
to come near them. Hereupon they beckoned to 
the favages to keep back, which they accordingly 
did ; but at their retreat they let fly about fifty ar- 
rows among us, and very much wounded one of 
our men in the longboat. I called to them not to 
fire upon any account, but handing them down fome 
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deal boards, the carpenters made them a kind of a 
fence to fhield them from the arrows. In half an 
hour after they came fo near aftern of us, that we 
had a perfect fight of them ; then they rowed a 
little farther out, till they came directly alongfide of 
us, and then approached fo near us, as they could 
hear us fpeak : This made me order all our men to 
keep clofe, and get their guns ready. In the mean 
time I ordered Friday to go out upon deck, and afk 
them in his language what they meant? No iboner did 
he^io fo, but fix of the favages, who were in the fore- 
moft canoe, {looping down, {hewed us their naked 
backfides, as much as to fay in Englijh, kifs our —• 
But Friday quickly knew what this meant, by im- 
madiately crying out they were going to fhoot j un- 
fortunately for him, poor creature! who fell under 
the cloud of three hundred arrows, not lels than 
feven piercing through his body, killing one of the 
bed fervants, and faithfulleft ol companions in all 
my folitudes and afflictions. 

So enraged was 1 at the death of poor Friday, that 
the guns, which before were charged with only pow- 
der, to frighten them, I ordered to be loaded with 
fmall lhot; nor did the gunners fail in their aim, 
but at this broadfide fplit and overfet thirteen or 
fourteen of their canoes, which killed numbers of 
them, and fet the reft a-fwimming : The others, 
frightened out of their wits, little regarding their 
fellows drowning, fcoured away as faft as they could. 
One poor wretch our people took up, fwimming for 
his life, an hour alter. He was very lullen at firft, 
fo that he would neither eat nor fpeak : But I took 
a way to cure him, by ordering them to throw him 
into the fea, which they did, and then he came 
fwimming back like a cork, calling in his tongue, 
as 1 fuppofe, to lave him. So we took him on 
board, but it was a long time before wre could make 
him fpeak or underftand Englilh; yet when we had 
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taught him, he told us, they were going with their 
kings to fight a great battle : And when we afked 
him, what made them come up to us ? he faid, ta 
mahee cle great wander look: Where it is to be noted, 
that thofe natives, and thefe of Affica,always add two 
e’s at the end of Englifh words, as mahee, takee, and 
the like, from which it is a very difficult thing to 
make them break off. 

Being now under fail, we took our lad farewel of 
poor honed Friday, and interred him with all pof- 
fible decency and foiemnity; putting him into a coffin, 
and committing him to the deep, at the fame time 
caufing eleven guns to be fired for him. Thus end- 
ed the life of one of the mod grateful, faithful, 
honed, and affeidionate fervants, that ever any man 
was blefied with in the world. 

Having now a fair wind for Bra fils, in about 
twelve days time we made land in the latitude of five 
degrees fouth of the line. Four days we kept on S. 
by E. in fight of fhore, when we made Cape St Auguf- 
tine, pnd in three days we came to an anchor off' the 
Bay of All Saints. I had great difficulty here to get 
leave to hold correfpondence on drore j for neither the 
figure of my partner, my two merchant trudees, nor 
the fame of my wonderful prefervation in the ifland, 
could procure me the favour, till fuch time as the 
prior of the monadery of the Augudines (to whom I 
had given 500 moidores) obtained leave from the 
governor, for me perfonaily, with the captain and 
one more, together with eight failors, to come on 
fhore; upon this condition, that we fhould not 
land any goods out of the drip, or carry any perfon 
away without licence: I found means however to 
get on fhore three bales of Englifh goods, fuch as 
fine broad cloths, duff's, and fome linen, which I 
brought as a prefent for my partner, who had fent 
me on board a prefent of frefh provifions, wine, and 
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fweetmeats, worth above thirty moidores, including 
fome tobacco, and three or four fine gold medals. 

Here I delivered my partner in goods to the va- 
lue of tool. Sterling, and obliged him to fit up the 
floop I bought, for the ufe of my ifland, in order to 
fend them refrefhments : And fo a&ive was he in 
this matter, that he had the vefiel finilhed in a few 
days, to the mafter of which I gave particular in- 
ftructions to find the place. I foon loaded him with 
a fmall cargo; and one of our Tailors offered to fettle 
there, upon my letter to the Spanifh governor, if I 
would allot him tools and a plantation. This I wil- 
lingly granted, and gave him the favage we had ta- 
ken prifoner to be his Have. All things being ready 
for the voyage, my old partner told me, there was 
an acquaintance of his, a Brafil planter, who having 
fallen under the difpleafure of the church, and in 
fear of the inquifition, which obliged him to be con- 
cealed, would be glad of iuch an opportunity to make 
his efcape, with his wife ani two daughters; and if 
I would allot them a plantation in my illand, he would 
give them a fmall flock to begin with, for that the 
officers had already feized his effefts and eftate, and 
left him nothing but a little houfehold fluff, and two 
Haves. This requeil 1 prefenrly granted, concealing 
him and his family on board our Hop till fuch time 
as the floop (where all the effects were) was gone 
out of the buy, and then we put them on board, who 
carried fome materials, and plants for planting fugar- 
canes, along with them. By this floop, among other 
things, 1 feat my fubjefls three milk-cows and five 
calves, ab6ut 22 hogs, three fows big with pig, two 
mares and a ftone horfe. I alfo engaged gfirce Portugal 
women-to go for fake of the Spaniards, which, with 
the perfecuted man’s two daughters, were fufficient, 
fince the reft had wives of their own, thoughin ano- 
ther country: All which cargo arrived fife, no doubt, 
to their exceeding comfort, who, with this addition, 
were about fixty or feventy people, befides children. 

At 
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At this place my truly honeft and pious clergy- 
man left me; for a fhip being ready to fet fail for 
Lifbon, he alked me leave to go thither; but I allure 
you, it was with the greateft relu£lancy I parted from 
a perfon, whofe virtue and piety merited the greateft 
efteem. 

From the Brafils we made direftly over the At- 
lantic Ocean to the Cape of Good Hope, having a 
tolerable good voyage, fleering for the moft part S. 
E. We were on a trading voyage, and had a fuper- 
cargoe on board, who was to direft all the fhip’s mo- 
tions after fhe arrived at the Cape ; only being limit- 
ed to a certain number of days, or ftay, by charter- 
party, at the feveral ports (he was to go to. At the 
Cape we only took in frefh water, and then failed 
for the coaft of Coromandel: We were there inform- 
ed, that a French man of war of 50 guns, and two 
large merchant Ihips, were failed for the Indies, 
but we heard no more of them. 

In our paflage we touched at the illand of Mada- 
gafcar, where, though the inhabitants are naturally 
fierce and treacherous, and go conftantly armed with 
bows and lances, yet for fome time they treated us 
civilly enough; and, in exchange for knives, fciflars, 
and other trifles, they brought us eleven good fat 
bullocks, which we took partly for prefent frefli vic- 
tuals, and the remainder to fait for the fhip’s ufe. 

So curious was I to view every corner of the world 
where I came to, that I went on fhore as often as I 
could. One evening, when on fhore, we obferved 
numbers of the people ftanding gazing at us at a dif- 
tance. We thought ourfelves in no danger, as they 
had hitherto ufed us kindly. However, we cut three 
boughs out of a tree, flicking them at a diflance 
from us, which, it feems, in that country, is not 
only a token of truce and amity, but when poles or 
boughs are fet up on the other fide, it is a fign the 
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truce is accepted. In thefe treaties, however, there 
is one principal thing to be regarded, that neither 
party come beyond one another’s three poles or 
houghs; fo that the middle fpace is not only fe~ 
cure, but is alio allowed as a market for traffic and 
commerce: When the truce is thus accepted, they 
flick up their javelins and lances at the firft poles, 
arid come on unarmed ; but if any violence is offer- 
ed, away they run to their poles, take up their wea- 
pons, and then the truce is at an end. This even- 
ing it happened that a greater number of people than 
ufual, both men and women, traded among us for 
fuch toys as we had, with fuch great civility, that 
we made us a little tent of large boughs of trees, 
fome of the men refolving'to lie on ffiore all night. 
But, for my part, I and fome others took our lod- 
ging in the boat, with boughs of trees fpread over it, 
having a fail fpread at the bottom to lie upon. A- 
bout two o’clock in the morning, we were awakened 
by the firing of mufkets, and our men crying out 
for help, or elfe they would all be murdered. Scarce 
had we time to get the boat afhore, when our men 
came plunging themfelves into the water, with a- 
bout four hundred of the iflanders at their heels. 
We took up feven of the men, three of them very 
much wounded, and one left behind killed, while 
the enemy poured their arrows fo thick among us, 
that we were forced to make a barricade, with boards 
lying.at the fide of the boat, to ffiield us from dan- 
ger : And having got ready our fire-arms, we re- 
turned them a volley, which wounded feveral of 
them, as we could hear by their cries. In this con- 
dition we lay till break of day, and then making 
fignals of diftrefs to the fhip, which my nephew the 
captain heard and underftood, he weighed anchor 
and flood as near the ffiore as poffible, and then 
fent another boat with ten hands in her to affifl us; 
but we called to them not to come near, informing 

Z , ■ them 



iC6 ROBIN SO N CRUSOE. 

them of our unhappy condition. However, they 
ventured ; when one of the men taking the end of a 
tow-line in his one hand, and keeping our boat be- 
tween him and our adverfaries, fwam on board us, 
and made faft our line to the boat; upon this, flip- 
ping our cables, they towed us out of the reach of 
their arrow?, and quickly after, a broadfide was gi- 
en them from the fliip, which made a moft dread- 
ful havock among them. When we got on board, 
we examined into the occafion of this fray; the men 
who fled informed us, that an old woman, who fold 
milk within the poles, had brought a young woman 
with her, who carried roots or herbs, the fight of whom 
fo much tempted our men, that they offered rude- 
nefs to the maid, at which the old woman fet up 
a great cry ; nor would the failors part with the 
prize, but carried her among the trees, while the 
old woman went and brought a whole army down 
upon them. At the beginning of the attack one of 
our men was killed with a lance, and the fellow, who 
began the mifchief, paid dear enough for his mif- 
trefs, though as yet we did know what had become 
of him ; the reft luckily efcaped. The third night 
after the atftion, being curious to underftand how 
affairs flood, I took the fupercargo, and twenty flout 
fellows with me, and landed about two hours before 
midnight, at the fame place where thofe Indians 
flood the night before, and there we divided our 
men into two bodies, the boatfwain commanding 
one, and I another. It was fo dark that we could 
fee no body, neither did we hear any voice near us: 
But by and by the boatfwain falling over a dead body, 
we agreed to halt till the moon fhould rife, which 
we knew would be in an hour after. We perceived 
here no fewer than two and thirty bodies upon the 
ground, whereof two were not quite dead. Satis- 
fied with this difcovery, I was for going on board 
asain ; but the boatfwain and the reft told me, they 

would 



ROBINSON CRUSOE. 267 

would make a vifit to the Indian town, where thefe 
dogs, fo they called them, reflded, afking me at 
the fame time to go along with them ; for they did 
not doubt, befides getting a good booty, but they 
fliould find Tom Jeffery there, for that was the 
unhappy man we miffed. But I utterly refufed to 
go, and commanded them back, being unwilling to 
hazard dieir lives, as the fafety of the fhip wholly 
depended upon them. Notwithftanding all I could 
fay to them, they all left me but oi«e, and the fu- 
percargo: So we three came back to the boat, where 
a boy was left, rofolving to ftay till they returned. 
At parting I told them I iiippofed mod of them 
would run the fame fate with Tom Jeffery. To 
this they replied, Conic bays, come along, •well •war- 
rant •well come off fife etiough : And fo away they 
went, notwithftanding all my admonitions, either 
concerning their own fafety, or the prefervation of 
the Ihip. Indeed they were gallantly armed, every 
man having a mulket, bayonet, and a piftol, befides 
cutlaffes, hangers, pole-axes, and hand-granadoes. 
They came to a few Indian houfes at firft, which 
not being the town they expefled, they went far- 
ther, and finding a cow tied to a tree, they conclu- 
ded that flie would be a fufficient guide, and fo it 
proved ; for after they untied her, fhe led them di- 
reftly to the town, which confifted of above two 
hun 'red houfes, feveral families living in home of 
the huts together. At their arrival, all being in a 
profound fleep, the failofs agreed to divide them- 
felves into three bodies, and fet three parts of the 
town on fire at once ; to kill thofe that were efcaping, 
and plunder the reft of the houfes. Thus defperate- 
ly refolved they went to work ; but the firft party 
had not gone far, before they called out to the reft, 
that they had found Tom Jeffery; whereupon they 
all ran up to the place, and found the poor fellow 
ndecd hanging up naked by one arm, and his throat 
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cut almoft from- ear to ear: In a houfe that was 
hard by the tree they found fixteen or feventeen In- 
dians, who had been concerned in the fray, two or 
three of them being wounded, who were not gone 
to deep ; this houfe they let on fire firft, and in a 
few minutes after, five or fix places more in the 
town appeared in flames. The conflragation fpread 
lilte wild-fire, their houfes being all of wood, and 
covered with flags or rulhes. The poor affrighted 
inhabitants endeavoured to run out to fave their 
lives, but they were driven back into the flames by 
the iailors, and killed without mercy. At the firft 
houfe above mentioned, after the boatfwain had flain 
two with his pole-axe, he threw a hand granade 
into the houfe, which burfting, made a terrible ha- 
vock, killing and wounding mofi: of them; and 
their king and mofi: of his train, who were then in 
that houie, fell victims to their fury, every crea- 
ture of them being either fmothered or burnt. All 
this while they never fired a gun, left the people 
Ihould awaken fafter then they could overpower 
them. But the fire awakened them faft enough, 
which obliged our fellow's to keep together in bodies. 
By this time the whole town wras in a flame, yet 
their fury rather increafed, calling out to one an- 
other to remember Tom, Jeffery. The terrible light 
of this conflragation made me very uneafy, and 
rcufed my nephew the captain, and the reft of his 
then, w'ho knew nothing of the matter. When he 
perceived the dreadful fimoke, and heard the guns 
go off, he readily concluded his men wefe in danger ; 
he therefore takes another boat, and comes afliore 
himfelf, wnth thirteen men well armed. He was 
greatly furprifed to fee me and only two men in the 
boat, but more lb when I told him the ftory ; but 
tho’ I argued with him, as I did with his men, a- 
bout the danger of the voyage, the interefts of the 
merchants and owners, and the fafety of the fhip, 
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yet my nephew, like the .reft, declared, that he 
would rather lofe the fhip, his voyage, his life and 
all, than his men fhould be loft for want of help: 
And fo away he went. For my part, feeing him re- 
folved to go, I had not power to ftay behind. He 
ordered the pinnace back again for twelve men more, 
and then we marched diredtly as the flame guided 
us. But furely never was fuch a fcene of horror be- 
held, or more difmal cries heard, except when O- 
liver Cromwell took Drogheda in Ireland, where he 
neither fpared man, woman, nor child. 

The firft objedt, I think, we met with, was the 
I ruins of one of their habitations, before which lay 

four men and three women killed,and two more burnt 
to death among the fire, which was now decaying. 
Nothing could appear more barbarous than this re- 
venge ; none more cruel than the authors of it. As 
we went on, the fire increafed, and the cry proceed- 
ed in proportion. We had not gone much farther, 
when we beheld three naked women, followed bv 
fixteen or feventeen men, flying with the greateft 
fwiftnefs from our men, who fhot one of them in 
our fight. When they perceived us whom they fup- 
pofed alfb their murderers, they fet up a moft dread- 
ful fhriek, and both of them fwooned awav in the 
fright. This was a fight which might have foftened 
the hardeft heart; and in pity we took fome ways 
to let them know we would not hurt them, while 
the poor creatures, with bended knees and lift-up 
hands, made piteous lamentations to fave their lives, 
I ordered our men not to hurt any of the poor crea- 
tures whatfoever but being willing to underftand 
the occafion of all this, I went among thefe unhap- 
py wretches, who neither underftood me nor the 
good I meant them. However, being refolved to 
put an end to this barbarity, I ordered the men to 
follow me. We had not gone fifty'yards before we 
came up with the boatfwain, with four of our men 
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at his heels, all of them covered with blood and duft, 
and in fearch of more people to fatiate their ven- 
geance. As foon as we faw them, we called out, and 
made them underftand who we were ; upon which, 
they came up to us, fetting up a halloo of triumpll, 
in token that more help was come. Noble Captain, 
fa id he to my nephew, I’m glad you’re come : We 
have not half done with thefe villanous hell-hound 
dogs, we’ll root out the very nation of them from 
the earth, and kill more than poor Tom has hairs 
upon his head : And thus he went on till I interrupt- 
ed him. Blood-thirfty dog ! faid I, will your cruelty 
never end ? I charge you to touch not one creature 
more ; flop your hands, and Band ftill, or you’re a 
dead man this moment. Why, Sir, faid he, you 
neither know who you are protecting, nor what they 
have done; but pray come hither, and behold an 
inftance of compaffion, if fuch can merit your cle- 
mency; and with that he ihewed me the poor fel-- 
low with his throat cut, hanging upon the tree. 

Indeed here was enough to fill their breafts with 
rage, which however I thought had gone too far, a- 
greeable to thefe words of Jacob to his fons Simeon 
and Levi: Curfed be their anger for it zuas fercc ; and 
their wrath for it was cruel. But this fight made my 
nephew and the reft as bad as they; nay, my ne- 
phew declared, his concern was only for his men ; 
as for the people, not a foul of them ought to live. 
Upon this the baatfwain and eight more direClly turn- 
ed about, and went to finilh the intended tragedy; 
which being out of my power to prevent, I returned 
back both from the difmal fight, and the piteous 
cries of thofe unfortunate creatures, who were made 
victims to their fury. Indeed it was an egregious \ 
piece of folly in me to return to the boat with but 
one attendant; and I had very near paid for it, ha- 
ving narrowly efcaped forty armed Indians, who had 
been alarmed by the conflagration ; but having pafted 
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the place where they flood, I got to the boat accom- 
panied with the fupercargo, and To went on board, 
fending the pinnace back again, to aflifl the men 
in what might happen. When I had got to the boat, 
the fire was almoft extinguifhed, and the noife was 
abated.; but I had fcarce been half an hour onboard 
the fhip, when I heard another volley given by our 
failors, and a great fmoke, which, as I afterwards 
found, was our men falling upon thofe houfes and 
perfons that flood between them and the fea ; but 
here they fpared the wives and children, and killed 
about fixteen or feventeen men. And fo they came 
flrolling down to the pinnace, which at that time 
was gotten on fhore to receive them. Not a man 
of them had received the leaft hurt, except two, one 
of whom flrained his foot, and the other burnt Ins 
hand a little, having met with no refiftance, the poor 
Indians being unprepared, amazed, and confounded. 

Indeed I was extremely angry with every one of 
them, but particularly the captain ; who, inflead of 
cooling the rage of the men, had prompted them on 
to farther mifehief: Nor could he make any other 
excufe, but that, as he was a man, he could not ma- 
iler his paffions, at the fight of one of his men ib 
cruelly murdered. As for the reft, knowing they 
were not under my command, they took no notice of 
my anger, but rather boafted of their revenge ; and, 
according to ail their accounts, they killed or deflroy- 
ed about i qo-men,women,and children,befides burn- 
ing the town to afhes. They took their companion 
Tom Jeffery from the tree, covered him with fome 
of the ruins, and fo left him. But, however jufti- 
fieable this action of our men might feem to them- 
felves, yet I always openly condemned it, with the 
appellation of the maflacre of Madagafcar: For 
though they had {lain this Jeffery, yet he was cer- 
tainly the firft aggreffbr, by attempting to violate the 
chaftity of a young innocent woman, who ventured 
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down to them on the faith of the public capitulation^ 
which was fo treacheroufly broken. 

We were now under fail, when the boatfwain 
would defend this bloody adlion, by faying. That the 
Indians had broke the truce the night before, by 
{hooting one of our men without juft provocation : 
And what if the poor fellow had taken a little liber- 
ty with the wench, he ought not to have been mur- 
dered in fo villanous a manner; and that they had 
a<fted nothing but what the divine laws commiffioned 
to be done to fuch homicides. However, I was in 
the fame mind as before, telling them that they were 
murderers, and bid him depend upon it, that God 
would blaft their voyage for fo unparallelled a piece 
of barbarity. 

When we came into the Gulf of Perfia, five of our 
men, who ventured on thore, were either killed, or 
made flaves by the Arabians, the reft of them ha- 
ving fcarce time to efcape to their boat. This made 
me upbraid them afrefh with the juft retribution of 
heaven for fuch adtions: Upon which the boatfwain 
very warmly alked me, whether thofe men on whom 
the tower of fell were greater dinners than 
the reft of the Galileans ? And befides, Sir, faid he, 
none of thefe five poor men that are loft, were 
with us at the maflacre of Madagafcar, as you call 
it, and therefore your reprehenfion is very unjuft, 
and your application improperly applied- Befides, 
added he, you are continually ufing the men very 
ill upon this account, and being but a paflenger 
yourfelf, we are not obliged to bear it *, nor can we 
tell what ill defigns you may have to bring us to 
judgment for it'm,England; and therefore, if you 
don’t leave this difeourfe, and not concern yourfelf 
with any of our affairs, I will leave the fhip, and 
not fail in fuch dangerous company. 

All this I heard very patiently, till at length I 
told him what concern I had on board was none of 
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his bufinefs; that, however, I was a confider^blc 
owner of the fhip, and therefore had a right to 
fpeak in common, and that 1 was no way accountable 
to him, nor to any body elle. As no more pafled 
for fome time after, I thought all had been over. 
At this time we were in the road of Bengal, where, 
going on fhore with rhe fupercargo, one day, in the 
evening, as I was preparing to go on board, one of 
the men came to me, and told me, I need not trouble 
myfelf to come to the boat, for that the cockfwain 
and others had ordered him not to carry me on 
board any more. This infolent meflage much fur- 
prifed me; yet I gave him no anfwer to it, but went 
direffly and acquainted the fupercargo, intreating 
him to go on board, and by acquainting the captain 
with it, prevent the mutiny which I perceived would 
happen. But before I had fpoken this, the matter 
was effected on board: For no fooner was he gone 
off in the boat, but the boatfwain, gunner, carpenter, 
and all the inferior pfficers, came to the quarter- 
deck, defiring to fpeak with the captain; and there 
the boatfwain made a long harangue, exclaiming a- 
gainft me, as before mentioned ; that if I had not 
gone afhore peceably for my own diverfion, they 
by violence would have compelled me for their fatis- 
faftion; that as they had fhipped with the captain, 
fi>they would faithfully ferve him ; but if I did not 
quit the fhip, or the captain oblige me to it, they 
would leave the fhip immediately ; hereupon, turn- 
in.’, his face about by way of fignal, they all cried 
out, ONEfand ALL, ONE and ALL. 

You may be fure, that though my nephew was a 
man of great courage, yet he could not but be fur- 
prifed at their fudden and unexpected behaviour; 
And though he talked ftoutly to them, aiid after- 
wards expoftulated with them, that in common juf- 
tice to me, who was a confideratye owner in the ihip, 
they could not turn me, as it were, out of my own 
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houfe, which might bring their lives in danger, fliould 
they ever be taken in England; nay, though he 
invited the boatfwain on Ihoreto accommodate mat- 
ters with me, yet all this, I fay, 'fignified nothing: 
They would have nothing to do with me, and they 
were refolved to go on Ihore, if I came cn board. 
Well, faid my nephew, if you are fo refolved, per- 
mit me to talk with him, and then I have done: 
And fo he came to me, giving me an account of 
their refolution, how one and all defigned to forfake 
the fhip when I came on board, for which he was 
mightily concerned. I am glad to iee you, nephew, 
faid I, and rejoice it is no worfe, fince they have 
not rebelled againft you : I only defire you to fend 
my neceflary things on fhore, with a fufficient fum 
of money, and 1 will find my way to England 
as well as I can. Though this grieved my nephew 
to tne heart, yet there was no remedy but compli- 
ance j in fhort, all my neceilaries were fent me, and 
lo this matter was over in a few hours. 

I think I was now near a thoufand leagues farther 
off England by fea than at my little kingdom, ex- 
cept this difference, that I might travel by land over 
the Great Mogul’s country to Surat, from thenceup to 
Bafiora, by iea up the Perfian Gulph, then take the 
way of the caravans over the Arabian defart to Alep- 
po and Scanderoon,. there take fhipping to Italy, 
and fo travel by land into France, and from thence 
crofs the lea to England. 
* Mv nephew left me two perfons' to attend me; 
one of them was his firrvant, and the other clerk to 
the purfer, who engaged to be mine. I took lod- 
gings in an Engliih woman’s houfe, where feveral 
French, one Englilh, and two Italian merchants re- 
fided. The handfome entertainment I met with 
here occasioned me to ftay nine months, confider- 
ing what courle I Ihould take. Some Englilh goods 
I had with me of great value, befides a thoufand 
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pieces of eight, and a letter of credence for more, 
if there was any fuch neceffity. The goods I foon 
difpofed of to advantage, and bought here feveral 
good diamonds, wjiich I could eatily carry about 
with me. One morning the Englifh merchant came 
to me, as being very intimate together. Countryman, 
faid he, 1 have a project to communicate to you, ’which, 
I hope, will fuit to both our advantage. 'To be Jhort, 
Sir, we are both in a remote, part of the world from our 
country, but yet in a place where men of bufinefs may get 
a great deal of money. Now, if you will put a thoujand 
pounds to my thoufand pounds, we will hire a fuip to our 
fatisfaEiion ; you fall be captain, 1 will be merchant, 
and we’ll go a trading voyage ta China ; for why fhould 
we lie fill like drones, while the whole world is in a 
continual motion. 

This propofal foon got my confent, being very a- 
greeabie to my rambling genius ; and the more fo, 
becaufe I looked upon my countryman to be a very 
fincere perfon; it required fome time before we could 
get a veflel to our mind, and failors to man it ac- 
cordingly ; at length we bpught a fhip, and got an 
Tnglifh mate, boatfwain, and gunner, a Dutch car* 
penter, and three Portuguefe foremaft-men ; and, 
for want of others, made fhift with Indian feamen. 
We firft failed to Achin, in the ifland of Sumatra, 
and then to Siam, where we bartered our wares for 
fome arrack and opium, the laft of which bore a 
great price among the Chinefe ; in a word, we went 
up to Sufkan, making a very great voyage; and, 
after eight months time, I returned to Bengal, very 
well fatisfied with this adventure, having not only 
got a fuflicient quantity of money, but an infight o£ 
getting a great deal more. 

The. next voyage my friend propofed to me, was 
to go among the fpice iflands, and bring home a 
load of cloves from the Manillas, or thereabouts, 
iflands belonging partly to Spain, but where the 
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Dutch trade very confiderably. We were not long 
preparing for this voyage, which we made no lefs 
fuccefsful than the laft, touching at Borneo, and fe- 
veral other places which I do not perfectly remem- 
ber, and returning home in about five months time. 
We foon fold our fpices, which were chiefly cloves, 
and fome nutmegs, to the Perfian merchants, who 
carried them away for the gulph; and, in Ihcrt, 
making five to one advantage, we were loaded with 
money. 

Not long after my friend and I had made up our 
accounts, to our entire fatisfa&ion, there came in a 
Dutch coafter from Batavia, of about two hundred 
tons. The crew of this veflel pretended themfelves 
ib fickly, that there were not hands fufiicient to un- 
dertake a voyage, and the captain having given out 
that lie intended to go to Europe, public notice was 
given that the fhip was to be fold. No fooner did 
this come to our ears, but we bought the fliip, paid 
the mafter, and took poflefiion. We would alfo 
have very willingly entertained fome of the men : 
But they having received their fhare of booty, were 
not to be found, being altogether fled to Agra, the 
great city of the Mogul’s reiidence ; and from thence 
were to travel to Surat, and fo by fea to the Perfian 
Gulph. And indeed they had reafon to fly in this 
manner : For the truth of it was, the pretended cap- 
tain was the gunner only,' and not the commander : 
That having been on a trading voyage, they were 
attacked on fliore by the Malayans, who killed three 
men and the captain : After whole death the other 
eleven men run away with the fliip to the Bay of 
Bengal, and left the mate and other five men more 
on fliore ; but of this affair we ftiall have occalionto 
fpeak at more length hereafter. 

^lovvever they came by the fliip, we thought we 
bought it honeftly ; neither did we fufpedt any thing 
or the matter ; when the man fhewed us a bill of 
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fale for the fhip (undoubtedly forged) to one Ema- 
nuel Cloflerfhdven, which name he went by. And 
fo without any more to do, vve picked up fome Dutch 
and Englilh feamen, refolving for another voyage 
for cloves among the Philippine and Malacca '.(lands : 
In fhort, we continued thus five or fix years, trad- 
ing from port to port with extraordinary fuccefs ; in 
the feventh year we undertook a voyage to China, 
defigningto touch at Siam, and buy iome rice by the 
way. In this voyage, contrary winds beat us up and 
down for a confiderable time among the iflands in 
the Straits of Malacca. No fooner were we clear of 
thofe rugged feas but we perceived our fhip had 
fprung a leak, which obliged us to put into the river 
Cambodia, which lies northward of the gulph, and 
goes up to Siam. 

One day as I was on fhore refrefliing myfelf, there 
comes to me an Englilhmhn, who was a gunner’s 
mate on board an Englilh Eaft India fhip, riding up 
the river, near the city of Cambodia ; Sir, find he, 
you may wonder at my bufmefs, having never feen me 
in your life', b'/t though I am a f ranger, I have fime- 
thing to tell you that very nearly concerns you ; and in- 
deed it is the imminent danger you are in has moved me 
to give to you this timely notice. Danger! faid I, what 
danger ? I know of none, except my fhip being leaky, 
for which I defign to have run her aground to-mor- 
row morning. Sir, faid he, l hope you %vill be better 
employed, when you fhall hear what I have to fay to you. 
You know the town of Cambodia is about 1 c leagues up 
this river : About three leagues on this fide of it, there 
lie two Dutch and three Englifh ftps. And would 
you venture here, without confidering what Jlrength you 
ha e to engage them? I knew not what he meant by 
tlvs difeourfe, and turning fhort upon him, Sir, faid 
J, I know no reafon I have to be afraid either of any 
Englilh or Dutch fhrps. I am no interloper, and 
what bufinefs have they then with me ? Well, Sir, 
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laid the man, if you do think yourfelf fecure, all as I 
ca?i fay, you tnujl take your chance ; however, lam very 

forry you are fo deaf to good advice, but I affure you, if 
you do not put to fea immediately, you will be attacked 
by five long boats full of men, hanged yourfelffor a pi- 
rate, if you are taken, and the particulars examined af- 
terwards. I thought. Sir, added he, I might have 
met with better reception for fuch a fingular piece offer- 
vice. Sir, faid I, I never was ungrateful to any man : 
But pray explain yourfelf, and I’ll go on board this 
minute, whether the leak be flopped or no. Why, 
Sir, faid he, to be fhort, becauf'e time is precious, 
the matter is this : You know well enough that you was 
with the fijtp at Sumatra, where your captain was mur- 
dered by the Malayans, with three of his failors, and 
that either you, or fame who were on board you, ran a- 
way with the /hip, and are ft nee turned pirates at fea. 
Now, Sir, this is the fum of what I had to fay ; and 
I can pofitively affure you, that if you be taken, you will 
be executed without much ceremony ; for undoubtedly you 
cannot but be fenfible what little law merchantfhips 

Jhew to pirates, whenever they fall into their unmerci- 
ful hands. 

Sir, faid I, I thank you for your kind informa- 
tion : And though I am fure no man could come 
more honeftly by the fhip than I have done; yet 
knowing their enterprife, and being fatisfied of your 
honeft intention, I’ll be upon my defence. Prithee, 
Sir, faid the man," don't talk of being upon your de- 
fence, the btfi you can make is to be out of danger ; and 
therefore, if you have any regard to your life, and the 
lives of your men, take the advantage, without fail, of 
putting out to fea at high water; by which means, as 
you have a whole tide before you, you will be too far out 
of their reach before they can come down. 

I am mighty well fatisfied, faid I, in this particu- 
lar, and of your kindnefs, which merits my greateft 
efteem ? pray Sir, what amends fliall I make you ? 

He 
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He replied, I know not what amends you are willing 
to make, becaife you may have fane doubt> of in certain- 
ty \ but to convince you of the truth of what l fayi I 
have one of t r to make to you. On board one of the Kng- 
Uf] fips, I have nineteen months pay due to me, and 
this Dutchman that is with me has feven mouths pay 
due to him, which if you will make good to 10, we will go 
along with you. If you (Is all find, that there is nothing 
in what we have fatd, then we fhall defire nothing ; but 
when you are convinced that we have fiived the Jhip, 
your life, and the lives of the men, we will leave the 
whole to your generofity. 

So reafonable did this every way appear, that I 
immediately confented, and we went dire&ly on 
board. As foon as we came on board, my partner 
calls joyfully out, That they had flopped the leak ! 
Well, thank God, faid I, but pray let us weigh, 
anchor forthwith. Weigh ! faid he, what is the 
meaning of this hurry ? Pray afk no queftions, faid 
I, but all hands to work, without loflng a moment’s 
time : Upon which, in great furprife, the captain 
was called, who immediately ordered the anchor to 
be got up •, and though the tide was not quite down, 
yet being affifted with a-little land breeze, we flood 
out to fea. I then called my partner into the cabin, 
and related the ftory at large, which was confirmed, 
and more amplified by the two men I had brought 
on board. Scarce had we finifhed our difeourfe 
upon this head, but a failor came to the cabin-door, 
with a meflage from the captain, that we were chaced 
by five floops full of armed men. Very well, faid I, 
it is plain now there is fomething in it. And fo go- 
ing upon deck, I told all the men there was a defign 

• for feizing the fhip, and of executing us for pirates j 
and afked them, whether they would faithfully ftand 
by us, and by one another ? To which they unani- 
moufly replied, that they would fight to their laft 
drop of blood. I then afked the daptain, which 
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way he thought beft for us to manage the battle 
Sir, faid he, the only method is to keep them off with 
cur great Jhot as long as we are able, and then have re- 
courfe to our Jmall arms : And when both thefe fail us, 
then retire to clofe quarters, when perhaps the enemy, 
wanting materials, can 'neither break open our bulk 
heads, nor get in upon us. Mean time the gunner 
was ordered to bring two guns to bear fore and aft 
out of the fteerage, and to load them with mufket 
bullets, and fmall pieces of old'iron ; and the deck 
being cleared, we prepared for the engagement, ftill 
however, keeping out at fea. The boats followed 
tis with all the fail they could make, and we could 
perceive the two foremoft were Englilh, which out- 
failed the reft by two leagues, and which we found 
would come up with us : Hereupon we fired a gun 
without ball, intimating that they fhould bring to, 
and we put out a flag of truce, as a fignal for parley ; 
but finding them crowding after us, till they came 
within fhot, we took in our white, and hanging out 
the red flag, immediately fired at them with ball : 
AVe then called to them with a fpeaking trumpet, 
bidding them at their peril keep off. 

But all this fignified nothing ; for depending upon 
the ftrength that followed them, they were refolutely 
bent for mifchief: Hereupon I ordered them to bring 
thelhip to,by which means, theylyinguponourbroad- 
fide, we let fly at them at once ; one of our fhot car- 
ried away the ftern of the hindermoft boat, and obli- 
ged them not only to take down their fail, but made 
them all run to the head of the boat, to keep therp 
from finking ; and fb file lay by, having enough of 
5t. In the mean time we prepared to welcome the 
foremoft boat in the fame manner. AYrhile we were 
doing this, one of the three hindermoft boats came 
up to the relief of that which was difabled, and took 
the men out of her. AVe again called to parley with 
them ; but inftead of an anfwer, one of the boats 
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came clofe under our ftern ; whereupon our gunner 
let fly his two chace-guns, but miffing, the men in 
the boat ffiouted, and waving their caps, came on 
with greater fury. To repair this leeming difgrace, 
the gunner foon got ready, and firing the fecond 
time, did a great deal of mifchief among the enemy. 
We waved again, and bringing our quarter to bear 
upon them, fired three guns more, when we found 
the boat a-finking, and feveral men already in the 
fea ; hereupon, manning our pinnace, I gave orders 
to lave as many as they could, and inftantly to come 
on board, becaufe the reft of their boats were ap- 
proaching : Accordingly they did fo, and took up 
three of them, one of whom was almoft paft re- 
covery ; and then crowding all the fail we could, 
after our men came on board, we flood out farther 
to fea, fo that the other three boats gave over their 
chace, when they came up to the firft two. Thus 
delivered from imminent danger, we changed our 
courfe to the eafhvard, quite out of the way of all 
European ffiips. 

Being now at fea, and inquiring more particularly 
of the two feamen, the meaning of all this, the 
Dutchman, at once, let us into the fecret. He told, 
us that the fellow who fold us the fhip, was an ar- 
rant thief, who had run away with her; that the 
captain was treacheroufly murdered on the coaft of 
Malacca by the natives there, with three of his men; 
that he, the Dutchman, and four more, being obli- 
ged to have recourfe to the woods for their fafety, 
at length efcaped by means of a Dutch fhip, in its 
way to China, which had fent their boat on fhore 
for frefh water : That, after this he went to Batavia, 
where two of the feamen belonging to the fhip (who 
had deferted the reft in their travels) arrived, and 
there gave an account that the fellow who ran away 
with the fhip had fold her at Bengal to a let of pi- 
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rates, who went a cruiling, and had already taken 
one Englifh and two Dutch /hips richly laden. 

Now, though this was abfolutely falfe, yet con- 
cerning us directly, my partner truly laid, that our 
deliverance was to be elleemed fo much the more, 
by reafon had we fallen into their hands, we could 
have expected nothing from them but immediate 
death, confidering our accufers would have been our 
judges: And therefore his opinion was, to return 
direcdlv to Bengal, where being known, we could 
prove how honedly we came by the fhip, of whom 
we bought her, and the like, and where we were 
fure of fome juftice ; at lead would not be hanged 
ilrfl;, and judged afterwards. I was at firft of my 
partner’s opinion ; but when I had more ferioufly 
eonildered of the matter, I told him we ran a great 
hazard in attempting to return, being on the wrong 
fide of the Straits of Malacca, and that if, upon a- 
iann given, we fhonld be taken by the Dutch off Ba- 
tavia or Englilh elfcwhere, our running away would 
be a fufUcient evidence to condemn us. This dan- 
ger indeed ftartled not only my partner, but likewife 
all the ihip’s company; fo we changed our former 
refolution, and refolved to go to the coaft of Ton- 
quin, and fo to that of China, where purfuing our 
firft defign as to trade, we might likewife have an 
opportunity to difpofe of the fhipfbme way or other, 
and to .return to Bengal in any country veffel we 
could procure. This being agreed to, we fleered 
away N. N. E, about qo leagues oft’ the ufual courfe 
to the eaft, which put us to fome inconveniencies. 
As the wind blew fteadily againft us, our voyage be- 
came very tedious, and we began to be afraid of 
want of provifion ; and what was ftill worfe, we ap- 
prehended, that as thole fhips, from whofe boats we 
had efcaped, were bound lo China, they might get 
before us and have given frefh information, which, 
plight create another vigorous purfuit. Indeed I 
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could not help being grieved, when I coniidered that 
I, who had never wronged or defrauded any perfon 
in my life, was now. purfued like a common thief; 
and, if taken, to run the greateft danger of being 
executed as fuch; and, though innocent, I found 
myfelf under the neceffity of Hying for my fafety ; 
and thereby efcape being brought to fhame, of which 
I was even more afraid than of death itfelf. It was 
eafy to read my dejection in my countenance. My 
mind was opprefTed, like thole unhappy innocent 
perfons, who, being overpowered by blafphemous 
and perjured evidences, wickedly refolved to take a- 
way their lives, or ruin their reputation, have no o- 
ther recourfe in this world, to eafe their forrovv, but 
flghs, prayers, and tears. My partner feeing me lo 
concerned, encouraged me as well as he could ; and, 
after deferibing to me the feveral ports of that coaid, 
he told me, he would either put in on the coaft of 
Cochinchina, or elfe in the bay of Tonquin, from 
whence we might go to Macao, a town once polTef- 
fed by the Portuguefe, and where ftill many Euro- 
pean families relide. 

To this place we fteered, and early next morning 
came in fight of the coaft j but thought it advjfable 
to put into a fmall river, where we could either 
over land, or by the (hip’s pinnace, know what ve!- 
fels were in any ports thereabouts. This happy llep 
proved our deliverance ; for next morning there 
came to the bay of Tonquin two Dutch fhips, and 
a third without any colours; and, in the evening 
two Engliih fhips fteered the fame courfe. The river 
where we were was but fmall, and run but a few 
leagues up the country northward: The country w7as 
wild and barbarous, and the people th'ieves, having 
no correfpondence with any other nation,'dealing on- 
ly in fith, oil, and fuch grofs commodities; and one 
barbarous cuftom they ftill retained, that when any 
veiTel was unhappily fhipwrecked upon their coaft, 
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they make the men ftrifoners or flaves; fo that novr 
we might fairly fay we were furrounded by enemies 
both by fea and land. 

As the fliip had been leaky, we took the oppor- 
tunity, in this place, to fearch her, and to flop up 
the places which let in the water. We accordingly 
lightened her, and bringing our guns and other 
moveable tilings to one fide, we efiayed to bring her 
down, that wc might comeat her bottom: But, upon 
fecond confideration, we did not think it fafe to let 
her lie on dry ground, neither indeed was the place 
convenient for it. The inhabitants, not ufed to fuch 
a fight as to fee a (hip lie down on one fide, and 
heel it towards tlae Ihore, not perceiving her men, 
who were at work on her bottom, with ftages and 
boats on the off-fide, prefently imagined the ihip had 
been call away, and lay faft on the ground. Agree- 
able to this fuppofition they furrounded us with ten 
or twelve large boats, with a refolutioui, undoubtedly, 
to plunder the fhip, and to carry away thofe they 
found alive for flaves to their king. But when they 
perceived our men hard at work on the Blip’s bot- 
tom and fide, walking, graving, and flopping her,, 
itfilledthem all with fuch furprife, that they flood ga- 
zing, as tho’ they were confounded. Nor could we 
imagine wrhat their delign was ; however, for fear of 
danger, we handed down arms and ammunition to 
thofe at work, in order to defend themfelves ; and 
indeed this precaution was abfoiutely necefiary ; for, 
in a quarter of an hour after, the natives, conclud- 
ing it was really a fliipwreck, and that we were fa- 
ving our lives and goods, which they thought be- 
longed to them, came down upon our men, as 
though it had been in a line of battle. We lay at 
prefent but in a very unfit pofture to fight; and be- 
fore the ftages could be gotdowm, or the men in the 
boat come on board as they were ordered, the Co- 
chinchinefes were upon them, and two of their boats 
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boarding our longboat, they began to lay hold of 
our men as prifoners. The firft they feized was a 
flout Englifii failor, who never fired his mufket, like 
a fool, as I imagined, but laid it down in the boat; 
but he knew what he was doing; for by main force 
he dragged the Pagan out of the boat into ours, by 
the two ears, and knocked his brains out againfi: the 
boat’s gunnel: A Dutchmen that was next him 
{hatched up. th$ mufket, and knocked down five 
more with the but end of it; however* this was doing 
very little to their number; but a ftrange unexpec- 
ted accident, which rather merits laughter than any 
thing elfe, gave our men a complete victory over 
them. 

It feems the carpenter, who was preparing to grave 
the outfide of the fhip, as well as to pay the feams, 
where he caulked, to flop tile leaks, had gotten 
two kettles juft let down in the boat, one filled with 
boiling pitch, and the other with rofin, tallow, oil, 
and fuch fluff" as the fhipwrights ufe : The carpen- 
ter’s man had a great iron laddie with which he 
ufed to fupply the workmen with hot ftuft", and as 
two of the enemies entered the boat where the fel- 
low flood, he faluted them with a full laddie of the 
hot boiling liquor, which, the poor creatures being 
half naked, made them roar out and jump into the 
fea. Well done, Jack, fays the carpenter, give them 
the other doze : and fo flopping forward himfelf, 
takes a mop, and dipping it into the pitch-pot, he 
and his man fo plentifully flung it among them, as 
that none efcaped being fcalded : Upon which they 
all made the beft of their way, crying and howling 
in fuch a frightful manner, that in all my adventures 
1 never heard the like. And indeed never was I bet- 
ter pleafed with any conqueft than I was with this, 
there being fo little bloodlhed,.and having an aver- 
fion to killing fuch favage wretches (more than was 
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neceffary), as knowing they came on errands which 
their laws and cuftoms made them think were juft 
and equitable. By this time, all things being in or- 
der, and the fhip fwimming, they found their mis- 
take, fo they did not venture a fecond attack : Thus 
ended our merry fight; and having got fome rice, 
bread, roots, and fixteen good hogs on board the 
day before, we let fail, not daring to go into the 
bay of Tonquin, but fleered N. L. towards the ifle 
of Formofa, or as though we would go to the Manil- 
las, or Philippine iflands, for fear of meeting with 
any European Ihips. When we anchored at the 
ifle Formofa, the inhabitants not only courteoufly 
fupplied us with provifionsand frefli water, but dealt 
very fairly and honeftly with us in their bargains and 
agreements. From this place we fleered north, keep- 
ing ftill off the coft of China, till we were beyond 
all its ports where European fhips ufually come; and 
at length being come to the latitude of thirty de- 
grees, we refolved to put into the firft trading port 
we fhould come at; and ftanding for the fhdre, a 
boat came off two leagues to us with an old Portu- 
guefe pilot on board, who offered his fervice ; we 
very gladly accepted him, and fent the boat back 
again. And now, having the old man on board, I 
talked to him of going to Nanquin, the moft north- 
ward part of the coaft of China. What will you do 
there? faid he, fmiling; I told him we would fell 
our cargo, and purchafe calicoes, raw and wrought 
filks, tea, &c. and fo return the fame way back. 
0, faid he, you had better put in at Macao, where 
you may buy China wares as cheap as at Nanquin, 
and fell your opium at a greater advance. But, faid 
1, we are gentlemen as well as merchants, and de- 
fign to fee the great city of Pekin, and the magnificent 
court of the Monarch of China. Why then, faid 
he, you fhould go to Ningpq, where there is a na- 
vigable river that goes through the heart of that 
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raft empire, two hundred and feventy leagues from 
the fea, which croffes all the rivers, p.ifles conllder- 
able hills, by the help of the fluices and gates, and 
goes even up to the city of Pekin. You may go to 
Nanquin, if you pleafe, and travel to Pekin, and 
there is a Dutch or Englifh fhip juft before bound 
that way. At the name of a Dutch or Englifh fhip 
I was ftruck with confufion; they being as great a ter- 
ror to me in this veftel, as an Algerine man of war is 
to them in the Mediterranean. The old man finding 
me troubled, Sir, faid he, I hope the Dutch are net 
now at war with your nation : No, faid I, but God 
knows what liberty they may take when out of the 
reach of the law. Why, fays he, what occafion is 
there for peaceable merchants to fear ? For, believe 
me, they never meddle with any but PIRATES. 

At the mentioning of the word pirates, my coun- 
tenance turned to that of fcarlet; nor was it poffible 
for me to conceal it from the old pilot; who taking 
notice of it. Sir, faid he, take what courfe you pleafe. 
I'll do you all the fervice I can. Signor, laid I, I am 
a little concerned at your mentioning pirates \ I hope 
there are none fuch in thefe Teas, becaufe you fee 
in what a weak condition we are to defend our- 
felves. “ O, Sir, (laid he), if that’s all, d on’t be 
concerned, I don’t remember one in thefe feas thefe 

1 fifteen years, except about a month ago one was 
feen in the bay of Siam, but fhe is gone to the fouth- 
ward ; neither was Ihe built for a privateer, but 

j was run away with by a reprobate captain, and fome 
of his men, the right captain having been murdered 
by the Malayans.” 

What! faid I (as though ignorant of what had 
happened), did they kill the captain ! “ No (faid 
he), it is generally thought the Malayans murdered 

: him ; but perhaps they might procure them to do 
4 it, and therefore they juftly deferve hanging. The 
>3 rogues were lately difeovered in the bay of Siam, 
tj in. the river of Cambodia, by forne Dutchmen who 

belonge 
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belonged to the (hip, and had much ado to efcaps 
the hve boats that puriued them, but they have all 
given fuch an exadt defcription of the {hip, that 
wherever they find her, they will*be fure to know 
her, and they have folemnly {wore to give no quarter 
to the captain or the feamen, but hang them every 
one up at the yard arm, without any formal bufinefs 
of bringing them to a court of judicature.” 

' Being fenlible, that, having the old man on board, 
he was incapable of doing me any mifchief, Well, 
Signor, faid I, it is for this very reafon I would 
have you carry us up to Nanquin, where neither 
Englilh nor Dutch Ihips come : And I muff tell you 
their captains are a parcel of rafh, proud, infolent 
rafcals, that neither know what belongs to juftice, 
nor how to behave themfelves as the laws of God 
or nature diredh Fellows that would prove mur- 
derers to punilh robbers, and take upon them to 
adjudge innocent men to death, without any proof 
to prove them guilty ; but perhaps I may live to call 
them to an account for it, in a place w'here they may 
be taught how jultice is to be executed. And fio I | 
told him all the ftory of buying the fhip, and how 
we were laved by the means of two men : That the 1 
murder of the captain by the MaJayans, as alfo the « 
running away with the {hip, I believed to be true ; but ; 
that we, who bought it, were turned pirates, wfas a 1 
mere fiction, to cover their cowardice and fooltfh | 
behaviour, when they attacked us, and the blood .j 
of thofe men we killed in our own juft defence lay to 
their door, who lent to attack us by liirprife. 

“ Sir, (laid the old man amazed), you have taken l 
the right courfe to fteer to the north, and, if I might , 

•advife you, I would have you fell your fhip in China, ; 
and buy or build another in that country ; and I’ll ’ 
procure people to buy the one and fell the other.” ! 

Well, but Signor, faid I, if I fell the fhip in this 
manner, I may bring fome innocent perfons into the '■ 
fame danger as I have gone through, perhaps worfe, 

even j 
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even death itfelf, whereby I fhould be as guilty of 
their murder as villainous executioners. “ That 
need not trouble you (fays the old man),; I’ll find 
a way to prevent that; for thefe commanders you 
talk of I know them very well, will inform them 
rightly of the matter as you have related, and I am 
perfuaded they, will not only believe me, but aft 
more cautioufly for the future.” And will you de- 
liver one meflage from me to them ? “ Yes (faid 
he), if you will give it under your hand, that I may 
prove it is not my own produftion.” Hereupon I 
I wrote a large account of their attacking me in their 
long-boat, the pretended reafon and unjuft defign of 
it; that they had done what they might be afhamed 
of, and could not anfwer for at any tribunal in Eng- 
land. But this letter was written in vain. Provi- 
dence ordered things another way. We failed di- 
reftly for Nanquin, and in about thirteen days fail, 
came to an anchor at the fouth-wefl point of the 
great gulph of that place,, where we learned that -two 
Dutch {hips Avere gone the length before us, and 
that we fhould certainly fall into their hands. We 
were all at a great lofs in this exigency, and would 
very gladly have been on fliore almoft any where; 
but our old pilot told me, that if I would fail to the 
fouthward about two and forty leagues, there was a 
little port called Quinchange, where no European 
Ihips ever came, and where we might confider what 
was further to be done. Accordingly we weighed 
anchor the next day, calling only twice on ihore by 
the way to get frefh water. The country people 
very courteoufly fold us roots, tea, rice, fowls, and 
other provifions. After five days fail we came to 
the port, and landed with unfpeakable joy.' We re- 
folved to difpofe of ourfelves and eftefts in any other 
way poffible, than enter on board that ill-fated vdfel 
more ; for no ftate can be more miferable than a 

, continued fear, which is a life of death, a confounder 
of our underftandings, that fets the imagination at 
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work to form a thonfand frightful things that may 
never happen. And we fcarce flept one night, with- , 
out dreaming of halters, yard-arms, or gibbets ; of 
fighting, being taken, and being killed; nay, fo vio- 
lent were our apprehenfions, that we would bruife 
our hands and heads againft the fides of the cabin, 
as though actually *engaged. The ftory of the Dutch 
cruelty at Airipona often came into our thoughts , 
when awake ; and, for my part, I thought my con- 
d’tion very hard, that, after fo many difficulties, and 
fueh fignal deliverances, I fliould be hanged in my 
old age, though innocent of any crime that deferved 
iisch punifhment; but then religion would feem to 
reprefent to me, as though the voice of it had laid, ^ 
Confider, O man ! what nns you have been former- ; 
ly guilty of, which now thou art called to an account 
for, to expiate with thy blood ! And as to thy in- 
nocence, what art thou more innocent than thy 
bleffed Redeemer Jefus Chrift, who fullered for thy , 
offences, and to whofe providence you ought to fub- 1 
mit, let what will happen ? After this, natural courage f 
would infpire me to refifl to the laft drop of blood, , 
and fooner die than futfer myf'elf to be taken by 
boorifh, rafcally Dutchmen, who had arts to tor- 
ment beyond death itfelf. 

Eut now, thank kind Heaven, being afbore, cur 
old pilot procured us a lodging and q, warehoufe for i 
our goods ; it was a little hut with a large warehoufe 
joining to it, all built with canes, and palliiadoed 
round with large ones, to keep out pilfering thieves, 
who are very numerous in that country. The ma- 
gillrates allowed us a little guard during the night, 
and we employed a centinel with a kind of halbert 
for t,hree pence a-dayi The fair or mart, we found, 
had been over for fome time ; however, there re- j 
mained in the river four junks and two Japan fliips, 
the merchants of the latter being on ffiore. In the 
firll: place, our old pilot brought us acquainted with ■ 

the 
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the miffionary Roman priefts, who were converting 
the people to Chrit'tianity : Two of them were re- 
ierveJ, rigid, and auftere, applying themfelves to 
the work they came about with great earneftnefs ; 
but the third, who was a Frenchman, called Father 
Simon, was of a freer converfatipn, not feemingly 
fo ferious apd grave, yet no worfe Chriftian than the 
ether two, one of whom was a Portuguefe, and the 
other a Genoefe. Father Simon, it leems, was ap- 
pointed to go to Pekin, the royal leat of the Empe- 
ror of the Chinefe : And he only waited for another 
prieft, who was ordered from Id icao to accompany 
him. We never met together, but he was promp- 
ting me to keep him company in his journey : Sir, 
faid he, I will fhew you the glorious things of this 
mighty empire, and a city, the city of Pekin, far 
exceeding London or Paris, put them both together. 
One day in particular, being at dinner with him, I 
Ihewcd.fome inclination to go; wnich made him 
prefs the more upon me and my partner, to gain onr 
perfect confent. But, Vather Simon, faid my part- 
ner, what fatisfaciion can you have ih our company, 
whom y.u e/leem as heretics, andconfcquently objects r.ot 
worthy your regard? Oh! faid he, you may be. as 
good Catholics in time as thole I hope to convert to 
our religion. /Ind fo, faid I, we jhall have you 
preaching to us all the way, injlead of pleafing us with 
a dejeription of the country. Sir, laid he, however 
our religion may be vilified by fome people, it is very 
certain it neither diverts us of good manners or Chri- 
ftian charity ; and as we are gentlemen, as fuch we 
may converfe together, without making one another 
uneafy. 

But we fliall leave,, him a while, to confider our 
ftiip and the merchandife'which we had to difpofe 
of. There was but very little trade in the place 
where we were; and fo I was once refolved to ven- 
ture to fail to the river Kilam, and fo to the city of 
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Nanquin : But providence ordered it otherwife, by 
our old pilots bringing a Japan merchant to us to 
fee what goods we had. He immediately bought 
our opium, for which he gave us a very good price 
m gold by weight, fome wedges of which were about 
ten or eleven ounces. It came into my head, that 
perhaps he might buy the fliip too ; and I ordered 
his interpreter to propofe it to him. Fie faid no- 
thing then, but fhrunkup his flioulders ; yet in a few ' 
days after became,accompanied by a mifiionary prielf, 
who was his interpreter, wuth this propofal, That as 
he had h might a great quantity of our goods, he had not mo- 
ney enough to purchafe ourjhip ; but if Ipleafed, he ivould 
hire her with all my men, to go /a Japan, and from thence 
nvith another loading to the Philippine ifands, the freight 
of both which he would very willingly pay to us before ; 
and at their return to Japan, would buy theJhip. Up- 
on this we alked the captain and his men, if they 
were willing to go to Japan ; to which they unani- 
moufly agreed. While this was in agitation, the 
young man my nephew left'to attend me, told me, 
'That as I did not care to accept this profpehl of advan- 
tage, he would manage it for me as I pleafed, and ren- 
der me a faithf ul account of his fuccefs, which fhould be 
wholly mine. Indeed I was very unwilling to part 
with him : But confidering it might be for the young 
man’s good, I difeourfed my partner about it, who, 
of his own generofity, gave him his fhare of the vef- 
fcl, (b thatlcould do rio otherwile than give himmine; 
but however, we let him have but the property of 
half of it, and referved a power, that when we met in 
England, if he had obtained fuccefs, he fhould ac- 
count to us for one half of the profits of the Ihip’s 
frieght, and the other fhould be his own. Thus ha- 
ving taken a writing under his hand, away he failed 
to Japan, where the merchant dealt very honeftly 
by him, got him a licence to come on fliore, fent 
him loaded to the Philippines with a Japanefe fuper- 
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cargo, from wlience he came back again loaded with 
European goods, cloves, and other fpiceries. By 
this voyage he cleared a coniiderable fum of money, 
which determined him not to fell his fltip, but to 
trade on his own account : So he returned to the 
Manillas, where getting acquaintance, he made his 
fliip free, was hired by the governor privately to go 
to /icapulco, in America, on the Mexican coaft, with, 
a licence to travel to the great city of Mexico. This 
traffic turned out greatly to account, and my friend 
finding means to get to Jamaica, returned nine years 
after exceeding rich into England. 

In parting with the ffiip, it comes in courfe to 
contider of tht^fe men who had faved our lives when 
in the river of Cambodia ; and though, by the way, 
they were a couple of rogues, who thought to turn, 
pirates themfelves, yet we paid them what they had 
before demanded, and gave each of them a fmall fum 
of money, making the Englifhman a gunner, and 
the Dutchman .a boatfvvain, with- which they were 
very well contented. 

We were now above toco leagues farther from 
home than when at Bengal. All the comfort we 
could expect was, that there being another fair to 
be kept in a month’s time, we might not only pur- 
chafe all forts of that country’s manufactures, but ve- 
ry poffiblyfind fomeChinefe junks, or veffels fromTon- 
quin, to be fold, which would carry us and our goods 
wherefoeve^we pleafed. Upon tbefe hopes, we refol- 
ved to continue ; and to divert ourfelves, we took feve- 
ral little journeys in the country. About ten days 
after we parted with our fhip, we travelled to fee 
the city of Nanquin. This city lies in latitude 30 
deg. north of the line ; it is regularly built, and the 
ftreets are exactly ftraight, and crofs one another in 
direct lines, which fets it out to the greateft advan- 
tage. At our return, we found the prieft was come 
from Macao that was to accompany Father Simon to 
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Pekin. That father earneftly folicited me to ac- 
company him, and I referred him to my partner. In 
fhort, we both agreed, and prepared accordingly; 
and we were fo lucky as to have liberty to travel a- 
mong the retinue of one of their Mandarines, who is 
a Principal magiftrate, and much reverenced by the 
people. 

We were five and twenty days travelling through 
this miferable country, infinitely populous, but as 
indifferently cultivated ; and yet their pride is infi- 
nitely greater than their poverty, infomuch that the 
priefts themfelves derided them. As we pafied by 
the houfe of one of their country gentlemen, two 
leagues off Nanquin, we had the honour, forfooth, 
to ride with the Chinefe fquire about two miles. Ne- 
ver was Don Quixote fo exacftly imitated, never fuclv 
a compound of pomp and poverty feen before ! 

His habit, made of calico, was dirty, greafy, and 
very proper for a Merry Andrew or Scaramouch, 
with all its tawdry trappings, and hanging fleeves,, 
taffels, &c. though torn and rent in almoft every 
part : His veil: underneath it was no lefs dirty, but 
more greafy, refembling the moft exquifite floven, 
or greafy butcher. His hori'e (worfe than Rofi- 
nante, or the famous fleed of the doughty Hudibras) 
was a poor fiarved decrepit thing, that would not 
fell for thirty {hillings in England : And yet this 
piece of worihipful pomp was attended with ten or 
twelve Haves, who guarded their mafter to his coun- 
try-feat. We flopped at a little village for refrefh- 
ment : And when we came by the country-feat of 
this great man, we found him fitting under a tree 
before his door, eating a mels of boiled rice, with a 
great piece of garlic in the middle, and a bag filled 
with green pepper by him, and another plant like 
ginger, together with a piece of lean mutton in it j 
this was his Worfhip’s repaft : But pray obferve the 
flate of the fool! two women flaves brought him his 

food 
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food; which being laid before him, two others ap- 
peared to perform their refpedtive offices ; one fed 
him with a Ipoon, while the other 1'craped off what 
fell upon his beard and taffety veil:, and gave it to a 
particular favourite to eat. And thus we left the 
wretch pleafed with the conceit of our admiring his 
magnificence, which rather merited our i’corn andde- 
teltation. 

At length we arrived at the great city of Pekin-, 
accompanied by two fervants, and the old Portuguefe 
pilot, whofe charges we bore, and who ferved us as 
art interpreter by the way. We had fcarce been a 
week at Pekin, but he comes laughing to us, Ah ! Sig- 
nor Inglife, faid he, mefomethi/ig tell you make your heart 
glad, but make me forry; for you bring me here 25 days 
journey, and now you leave me go back alone : And which 
way Jhall l make ray port after, without de /hip, with- 
out de horfe, without pecune ? fo he called money in 
his broken Latin. He then informed me, that there 
was a great caravan of Mufcovite and Polilh merchants 
in the city, who were preparing to fet out for Muf- 
covy by land within fix weeks; and that he was cer- 
tain we would take this opportunity, and confequent- 
ly that he muft go home Dy himfelf. Indeed this, 
news infinitely furptiled and pleafed me. Are you 
certain of this? faid I, Tes Sir, laid he, me fure it’s 
true. And fo he told me, that having met an old ac- 
quaintance of his, aji Armenian, in the Jlreet, who was 
among them,' and who had come fron Altracan, with a 
deftgn to go to Tonquin, but for certain reafons having 
altered his refolution, he was novo refolved to go wish 
the caravan, and to return by the river Wolga to Af- 
tracan. Well, Signor, faid I, don’t be difcontented 
about your returning alone ; and if by this mean's I 
can find a paffage to England, it will be your own 
fault if you return to Macao at all. And fa confult- 
ing with my partner what was bell to be done, he re- 
ferred it to me as 1 plealed, having our affairs fo well 
fettled at Bengal, that it we could convert the good 
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voyage we had made in China filks, wrought raw, 
he would be fatisfieJ to go to England, and To return 
to Bengal in the company’s (hips. Thus refolved, 
we agreed, that if our pilot would go with us, we 
would bear his charges either to Mufcow or England; 
and to give him in a prelent the fum of 170 pounds 
Sterling. Hereupon, we called him in, and told him 
the caule of his complaint fhould be removed, if he 
would accompany us with the caravan ; and there- 
fore we defired to know his mind. At this he fhook 
his head. Great long journey, faid he, me no pecune, 
carry me to Mufcow, or keep me there. But we loon 
put him out of that concern, by making him fenfihle 
of what we would give him here to lay out to the 
beft advantage: And as for his charges, we would 
fet him fafe on (hore, God willing, either in Muf- 
covy, or England, as he pleai’ed, at our own charge, 
except the carriage of his goods. At this propo- 
fal he was like a man tranfported, telling us, he would 
go with us all the world over; and we made prepara- 
tions for our journey ; but it was near four months 
before all the merchants were ready. 

In the mean time, my partner and the pilot went 
exprefs to the port where we’firft put in, to difpofe 
of what goods had been left there, while I accom- 
panied a Chinefe merchant, who was going to Nan- 
quin, and there bought 29 pieces of damafk, with a- 
qout 300 more of other line fiiks; and by the time 
my partner returned to Pekin, I had them all car- 
ried thither: Our cargo in lilks amounted to 4500I. 
Sterling, which, together with tea, fine calicoes, 
nutmegs and cloves, loaded 18 camels for our fhare, 
belides what we rode upon, with two or three fpare 
horfes, and two more loaded with provifions : The 
company now was very great, making about 400 
horfe, and about 120 men,/well armed and provided. 
We were of feveral nations, among whom were five 
Scots merchants inhabiting in Mufcow, and well ex- 
perienced in trade. 

We 
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We fet out from Pekin the beginning of February 
our ftyle; and in two days more, we paiTed througli 
the gate of the great China wall, which was erefted 
as a fortification againft the Tartars, being 108 Eng- 
lifh miles long. We then entered a country not near 
fo populous, chiefly under the power of plundering 
Tartars, feveral companies of whom we perceived 
riding on poor flarved horfes, contemptible as them- 
felves, without order or difcipline. One time our 
leader for the day gave us leave to go a hunting. 
But what do you think we hunted, only a parcel of 
fheep, which indeed exceeded any in the world for 
wildnefs and fwiftnefs : But while we were purfuing 
this game, it was our chance to meet with about 
forty Tartars, who no f’ooner perceived us, but one 
of them blew a horn, at the found of which there 
foon appeared a troop of forty or fifty more, at about 
a mile’s diffance. Hereupon one of the Scots mer- 
chants (who knew their way) ordered us to advance 
towards them, and attack them immediately. As 
we advanced, they let fly a volley of arrows, which 
happily fell a little fhort of us: This rqade us halt a 
little, to return the compliment with bullets; and 
then being led up by the bold Scot, we fired our 
piftols in their faces, and drew out our fwords; but 
there was no occafion; for they flew like timorous 
fheep, and only three of them remained, beckoning 
to the reft to come back. But our brave commander 
gallops up td them by himfelf, fjiot one dead, knocks 
another off his horfe, while the third ran away : And 
thus ended our battle with the Tartars. 

We travelled a month more through the Empe- 
ror of China’s dominions •, and at length coming to 
one of their towns about a day and a half’s jour- 
ney from the city of Naum, I wanted to buy a 
camel. The perfon I fpoke to would have brought 
me one, but, like a fool, I muft go along with him, 
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about ttvo miles from the village. My olJ pilot and 
I walked on foot, forfooth, for fome variety, when 
coming to the place where the camels were kept as 
in a park guarded by Chinele foldiers, we there a- 
greed and bought one, which the Chinefe man that 
came with me led along the road. But we had not 
gone far, before we were attacked by five Tartars, 
mounted on horfeback, two of whom feized the 
man, took the camel from him, and rode away, 
while the other three approached us, the firft of 
whom fuddenly leized me as I was drawing my 
fv ord, the fecond knocked me down ; but my old 
trufty Portuguefe, taking a piftol out of his pocket, 
which I knew nothing of, and coming up to the 
fellow that ftruck me, he, with one hand, pulled 
him off his hori'e, and then fhot him dead upon 
the fpot; then taking Ids feymitar, he Uruck at the 
man that ftopt us, but milling him, cut oft’one of 
his horfe’s ears, the pain of which made him throw 
his rider to the ground. The poor Chinele, who 
had led the camel, feeing the Tartar down, runs to 
him, and feizing upon his pole-axe, wrenched it from 
Ids hands, -and knocked his brains out. But there 
was another Tartar to deal with, who feeming neither 
inclined to fight, nor to fly, and my old man ha- 
ving begun to charge his piflol, the very light of it 
ftruck luch a terror into the wretch, that away he 
ftoured, leaving my old pilot, rather my champion 
and defender, an abfolute vidlory. 

By this time, being awakened from my trance, I 
began to open my eyes, wondering where I was, ha- 
ving quite forgot all that palled ; but my 1'enfes re- 
turning, and feeling a great pain in my head, and 
feeing the blood was running over my cloaths, I in- 
ftantly jumped upon my feet, and grafped my Iword 
in my hand, with a refolution to take revenge; but 
no enemies now remained, except the dead Tartar, 
with his horfe Handing by him. The old man fee* 
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ing me recovered, whom he thought llain, ran to- 
wards me, and embraced me with the geateft tender- 
nefs, at the fame t,ime examining into my wound, 
which was far from being mortal. When we returned 
to the village, the man demanded payment for his 
camel, which I refufing, we brought the caufe be- 
fore a Chinefe judge, who adted with great im- 
partiality : Having heard both fides, he afked the 
Chinefe man that went with me, whofe fervant he 
was ? Sir, faid he, I am nobody’s, but went with 
the ft ranger, at his requeft: Why then, faid the 
judge, you were the ftranger’s fervant for the time, 
and the camel being delivered to his fervant, it is 
the fame as tho’ delivered to himfelf, and accord- 
ingly he muft pay for it. Indeed the cafe was fo 
fairly ftated, that I had nothing to objeft to it: So 
having paid for that I was robbed of, I fent for an- 
other, but did not go myfelf to fetch it, as I had 
enough of that fport before. 

The city of Naum is a frontier of the Chinefe em- 
pire, fo fortified, as fome will tell you, that millions 
of Tartars cannot batter down their walls ; by which 
certainly one might think one of our cannons would 
do more execution than all their legions. 

When we were within a day’s march of that city, 
we had information that the governor had fent mef- 
fengers to every part of the road, to inform the tra- 
vellers and caravans to halt, till a guard was fent to 
protect them from the numerous bodies of Tartars 
that lately appeared about the city. This news put 
us into great confternation ; but, obeying the orders, 
we ftopt, and two days after, there came two hun- 
dred foldiers from a garrifon of the Chinefe, and 
three hundred more from Naum : Thus guarded 
both in the front and rear, with our men on the 
flanks, we boldly advanced, thinking we were able 
to combat with ten thoufand Mogul Tartars, if they 
appeared. 

Early 
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Early next morning, in our march from a little 
well fituated town called Changu, after having pal- 
fcd a river, and entered upon a defart of about 15 
or 16 miles over, we foon beheld, by a cloud of duft 
that was raifed, that the enemy was approaching. 
This much difpirited the Chinefe. My old pilot took 
notice of it, and called out, Signor Inglefe,1 thofe 
fellows muft be encouraged, or they will ruin us all: 
And I am afraid, if the Tartars attack us, they will 
all run away. Why, Signor, faid I, what fhall be 
done in this cafe ? Dane, fays he, why, let fifty 
of our men advance, and flank them on each wing. 
I know the fellows will fight well enough in com- 
pany. We accordingly took his advice, and march- 
ed fifty to the right wing, and the fame number to 
the left, and with the reft made a line of referve, 
leaving the laft two hundred men to guard the ca- 
mels, or to affift us as occafion required. 

Thus prepared, a party of the enemy came for- 
ward, viewing our pofture, and traverfing the ground 
on the front of our line. Hereupon we ordered the 
two wings to move on, and give them a falute with 
their (hot ; which accordingly was done. This put 
a flop to their proceedings ; for immediately wheel- 
ing off to their left, they all marched away, and we 
faw no more of them. They had undoubtedly 
given an account to their companions of what recep- 
tion they might expert, which made them lo eafily 
give over their enterprife. 

When we came to the city of Naum, we return- 
ed the governor hearty thanks, and difperfed a hun- 
dred crowns among the foldiers that guarded us. We 
refted there one day, and then proceeded on our 
travels, palling feveral great rivers and defarts; and 
on the 13th of April, we came to the frontiers of 
Mufcovy, the firft town of which was called Argun. 

This happy’ occafion, as I thought, of coming in- 
to a Chriftian country, made me congratulate the 

Scots 
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Scots merchant upon it: He fmiled at that, telling 
me not to rejoice too foon; for, faid he, except the 
Ruffian foldiers in garrifon, and a few inhabitants 
of the cities upon the road, all the reft of this coun- 
try, for above a thoufand miles, is inhabited by the 
moft ignorant and barbarous Pagans. 

We advanced from the river Arguna by moderate 
journeys, and found convenient garrifons on the road, 
filled with Chriftian foldiers, for the fecurity of com- 
merce, and for the convenient lodgings of travellers; 
but the inhabitants of the country were mere Pagans, 
worffiipping the moon, fun, and ftars. We parti- 
cularly obferved this idolatry near the river Arguna, 
at a city inhabited by Tartars and Ruffians, called 
Nerifinkey. Being curious to fee their way of living, 
while the caravan continued to reft themfelves in this 
city, I went to one of their villages, where there was 
to be one of their ffilemn facrifjces. There I beheld, 
upon the ftump of an old tree, an idol of wood, more 
ugly than the reprefentation of the devil himfelf: Its 
head refembled no living creature : Its ears were as 
big and as high as a goat’s horns, a crooked nofe, four 
cornered mouth, and horrible teeth : It was clothed 
in fheeps fkins, had a great Tartar bonnet, with two 
3:orns growing through it, and was eight feet high, 
without feet, legs, or proportion. Before this idol 
there lay fixteen or feventeen people, who brought 
their offerings, and were making their prayers, while 
at a diftance flood three men, and one bullock, as 
victims to this ugly monfter. 

Such ftupendous facrilege as this, in robbing the 
true God of bis honour, filled me with the greateft 
aftonifhment and reflection; which foon turning to 
rage and fury, I rode up to the image, and cut in 
pieces the bonnet that was upon his head with my 
fword, f'o that it hung down by one of tbe horns, 
while one of my men that was with me, pulled at it 
by his fheep-fkin garment. Immediately an hideous 
howling and outcry ran through the village, and two 
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three hundred people coming about our ears, we were 
obliged to fly for it. 

But I had not done with the monfter; for the ca- 
ravan being to reft three nights in the town, I told 
the Scots merchant what I had feen, and that I was 
refolved to take four or five men well armed with 
me, in order to deftroy the idol, and fliew the people 
how little reafon they had to truft in a god who could 
not fave himfelf. At firft he laughed at me, repre- 
fenting the danger of it, and when it was deftroyed, 
what time had we to preach to them better things, 
whofe zeal and ignorance was in the higheft degree, 
and both unparallelled ; that if I fhoald be taken by 
them, I fhould be ferved as a poor Ruffian, who con- 
temned their worffiip; that is, to be ftripped naked, 
and tied to the top of the idol, there fhot at writh 
their arrows till my body was full of them, and then 
burnt a lacrifice to the monfter: But, Sir, faid he, 
fince your zeal carries you fo far, rather than you 
fhould be alone, I will accompany you, and bring a 
flout fellow^ equal to yourfelf, if you will, to affift 

■you in this detign: And accordingly he brought one 
Captain Richardfon, who hearing the ftory, readily 
confented; but my partner declined it, being alto- 
gether out of his way : And fo we three, and my 
man fervant, refolved to execute this exploit about 
midnight; but upon fecond thoughts we deferred it 
to next night, by reafon that the caravan being to 
go from thence next morning, we fhould be out of 
the governor’s power. The better to effectuate my 
clefign, I procured a Tartar’s fheep-flcin robe, a bon- 
net, with a bow and arrows, and every one of us 
got the like habits. The firft night we fpent in mix- 
in'1 combuftible.matter with aquavitac, gun-powder, 
&c. having a good quantity of tar in a little pot; next 
riioht we came up to the idol about eleven o’clock, 
the moon being up. We found none guarding it; 
but we perceived a light in the houfe, where we had 

feen 
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feen the pried before. One of our men was for firing 
the hut, another for killing the. people, and a third ( 

for making them prifoners, while the idol was de- 
ftroying. We agreed to the latter ; fo knocking at 
the door, we feized the firft that opened it, and flop- 
ping his mouth, and tying his feet, we left him. We 
i’erved the other two in the like manner; and then 
the Scots merchant fet fire to the compofition, 
which frightened them fo much, that we brought 
them all away prifoners to their wooden god. There 
we fell ta work with him, daubing him all over with 
tar mixed with tallow and brimftonej flopped his eyes, 
ears, and mouth full of gun-powder, with a great 
piece of wild fire in his bonnet, and environed it with 
dry forage. All this being done, we unloofed and 
ungagSed the prifoners, and fet the idol on fire, 
which the gun-powder blowing up, the Ihape of it 
was deformed, rent, and ipiit, which the forage ut- 
terly coniumed j for we ftaid to fee its deftruction, 
left tlie ignorant idolatrous people fhould have thrown 
themielves into the flames. And thus we came a- 
way undifcovered, the morning appearing as bufy 

. among our fellow-travellers, as no body could have 
fufpedted any other but that we had been in our 
beds all night. 

Next morning we fet out, and had gone but a 
fmall diftance from the city, when there came a 
multitude of the people of the country to the gates 
of the city, demanding fatisfaffion of the Ruffian 

' governor for infulting their priefts, and burning 
their great Cham Chi-Thaungu, who dwelt in the 
fun, and no mortal would violate his image but 
fome Chrjftian mifcreants ; and being already no 
lefs than thirty thoufand ftrong, they announced war 
againft him and all his Chriflians. 

The governor afiiired them he was ignorant of the 
matter, and that none of his garrifon had been a- 
broad ; that indeed there was a caravan that went a- 

C c 2 way 
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way that morning, and that he would fend after 
them to enquire into it; and whoever were the of- 
fenders, flioukl be delivered into their hands. This 
fatisfied them for the prefent, but the governor 
feet to inform us, that if any of us had done it, 
we ihould make all the hafte away poflible, while 
he kept them in play as long as he could. Upon 
this we marcned two days and two nights, flopping 
but very little, till at laft we arrived at a village cal- 
led Plothus, and hafted to Jarawena, another of the 
Czar’s colonies. On the third day, having entered 
the defart, and palled the lake called Shaks Oier, 
we beheld a numerous body of horfe on the other 
fide of it to the north, who fuppofed we had palled 
on that fide of the lake ; but having either found 
their miftake, or being certainly informed of the 
way we took, they came upon us towards the dulk 
of the evening, juft as we had pitched our camp be- 
tween two little but very thick woods, with a little 
river running before our front, and fome felled trees, 
with which we covered our rear ; a precaution we 
always took, and which we had juft finilhed when 
the enemy came up. They did not fall on us im- 
mediately, but fent three mefiengers, demanding 
the men who had infulted their priefts, and burnt 
their god Cham Chi-Thautigu, that they might be 
burnt with fire ; that if this was complied with, they 
would peaceably depart; but if not, they would de- 
ftroy one and all of us. Our men ftared at one an- 
other on receipt of this meflage, but Nobody was the 
word, as indeed nobody knew it, but he who did 
it. Upon which the leader of the caravan returned 
for anfwer, That they were peaceable merchantSj 
who meddled with none of their priefts and gods ; 
and therefore defired them not to difturb us, and 
put us to the necefiity of defending ourfelves. But 
lb far was this from fatisfying them, that the next 
morning, coming to our right, they let fly a volley 
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of arrows among us, which happily did not hurt any, 
becaufe we flickered ourfelves behind our baggage. 
We expefted however to come to a clofer engage- 
ment ; but were happily laved by a cunning fellow, 
a Coflack, who obtaining leave of the leader to go 
out, mounts his horfe, rides directly from our rear, 
and taking a circuit, comes up to the Tartars, as 
though he had been fent exprefs, and tells them a 
formal ftory, that the wretches who had burnt the 
Cham Chi- Thaungu, were gone to Siheilka, with 
a refolution to burn the god Skal Ifar, belonging to 
the Tongueies. Upon which, believing this cun- 
ning Tartar, who was fervant to our Mufcovites, a- 
way they drove to Siheilka, and in lefs then three 
minutes were out of our fight, nor did we ever hear 
of them more. 

When we came to the city of Jarawena, we reli- 
ed five days, and then entered into a frightful de- 
fart, which held us twenty-three days march, in- 
felled with feveral fmall companies of robbers, or 
Mogul Tartars, who never had the courage to at- 
tack us. After we had pafled over this delart, we 
found feveral garrifons to defend the caravans from 
the violence of the Tartars. In particular, the go- 
vernor of Adinlkoy offered us a guard of fifty men 
to the next llation, if we apprehended any danger. 
The people here retained the fame paganifm and bar- 
barity, only they were not fo dangerous, being con- 
quered by the Mufcovites. The clothing, both of 
men and women, is of thefldns of beafts, living un- 
der the ground in vaults and caves, which have a 
communication with one another. They have idols 
almoil in every family ; befides, they adore the fun 
and liars, water and fnow ; and the leatl un- 
common thing that happens in the elements, alarms 
them as much as thunder and lightning does the 
unbelieving Jews. 

Nothing remarkable occurred in our march thro’ 
C c 3 this 
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this country. When vve had got through the de- 
fart, after two days further travel, we came to 
Jenezo, a Mufcovite city, on the great river fo cal- 
led, which, we were told, parted Europe from Afia. 
The inhabitant here were very little better, though 
intermixed with the Mufcovites'; but the wonder 
will ceafe, when I inform my reader of what was 
obferved to me, that the Czar rather converts the 
Tartars with foldiers than clergymen, and is more 
proud to make them faithful fubjects than good 
Chriftians. 

From this city to the river Oby, we travelled over 
a pleafant, fruitful, but very uncultivated country, 
for want of good management and people, and thole 
few are moftly Pagans. This is the place where the 
Mufcovite criminals are banilhed to, if they are not 
put to death. The next city we came to, was the 
capital city of Siberia, called Tobollki, when, having 
been almoft feven months on our journey, and winter 
drawing on apace, my partner and I confulted about 
our particular affairs, in what manner we Ihould dif- 
pofe of ourfelves. We had been told of fledges and 
rein deer to carry us over the fnow in the winter 
feafon, the fnow being frozen fo hard, that the 
fledges can run upon the furface without any danger 
of going down. As I was bound to England, I now 
behoved either to go with the caravan to Jeroilaw, 
from thence weft to Narva, and the gulf of Finland, 
and fo by land or fea to Denmark; or elfe I muft 
leave the caravan at a little town on the Dwina, and 
io to Archangel, where I was certain of shipping 
either to England, Holland, or Hamburgh. One 
night I happened to get into the company of an il- 
luftrious but baniihed prince, whole couipany and 
virtues were 1’uch as made me propofe to him a me- 
thod how he might obtain his liberty. My dear 
Jj lend, faid he, as 1 am here happily^free from my 
inferable grealnefs} with all its attendants of pride, am- 
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biticriy avarice, and luxury; if I Jhould efcape from 
this place, thefe pernicious feeds may again revive, to 
my lafing difquietude ; therefore let me remain in a 
bUffed confinement, for 1 am but flejh, a mere man, 
ivith pajffions and affe chons as fuch ; O be not my friend 
and tempter too ! Struck dumb with furprife, I ftood 
Blent a while, nor was he in lefs diforder ; by which 
perceiving he wanted to give vent to his mind, I de- 
ilred him to confider of it, and ib withdraw. But 
about two hours after he came to my apartment: 
Dear friend, faid he, though I cannot confent to ac- 
company you, 1 ffall have this fatisfaclion in parting, 
that you leave me an honefi man JIM ; but as a tefimony 
of my affe than to you, be pleafed to accept this prefent. oj 
fables. 

In return for this compliment, I fent my fervant 
next morning to his Lordfliip, with a fmall prefent 
of tea, two pieces of Chhia damafk, and four little 
wedges of gold : But he only accepted the tea, one 
piece of damalk, and a piece of gold, for the curiolity 
of the Japan ftamp that was upon it. Not long after, 
he fent for me, and told me, That what he had re- 
futed himfelf, he hoped upon his account I would 
grant to another, whom he fliould name ; In fhort, 
it was his only fon, who was about 200 miles diftance 
from him, on the other tide of the Oby, vvhom he 
laid he would fend for, if I gave my confent. This 
I foon complied with : Upon which he fent hi* fer- 
vants next day for his fon, who returned in twenty 
days time, bringing feven horfes loaded with valuable 
furs. At night the young lord was conducted in- 
cognito into our apartment, where his father prefent- 
ei him to me. We then concerted the beft ways 
for travelling, and after having bought a conliderable 
quantity of fables, black fox fkins, fine ermines, 
&c. (which I fold at Archangel at a good price), we 
let out from this city the beginning of June, making 
a fmall caravan, being about thirty-two hories and 

camels, 
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camels, of which I reprefented the head. My young 
lord had with him a very faithful Siberian fervant, 
well acquainted with the roads: We fhunned the 
principal towns and cities, as Tumen, Soli Kamotkoi, 
and feveral others, by realon of their ftridhiefs in 
examining travellers, left any of the banilhed perfons 
of difthnftion lliould efcape. Having palled tne ri- 
ver Kama, we came to a pity on the European lide, 
called Soloy Komolkoi, where we found the people 
rnoftly Pagans as before. We then pafled a cieiart 
of about two hundred miles over; but in other 
places it is near leven hundred. In jpaffing this 
wild place, we were befet by a troop of men on horle- 
back, and about five and forty men armed with bows 
and arrows. At firft they looked earneftly on us, 
and then placed themfelves in our way. We were 
above fixteen men, and drew up a little line before 
our camels. My young iord fent out his Siberian 
iervant to know who they were ; but when he ap- 
proached them, he neither knew a word they fakl, 
nor would they admit him to come near them at his 
peril, but prepared to Ihoot him. At his return he 
told us he believed them to be Calmuck Tartars, and 
that he thought there were more of them upon the 
defart. This was but a fmall comfort to us ; yet 
feeing a little grove about a quarter of a mile’s di- 
fiance, we moved to it, by the old Pprtuguefe pilot’s 
advice, without meeting with any oppofition. Here 
we found a marfhy piece of ground, and a fpring of 
water running into a little brook on one fide, which 
joined another like it a little farther off, and thefe 
two formed the head of the river called Writfka. 
As foon as we arrived, we went to work, cutting 
down great arms off the trees, and laying them hang- 
ing (not quite off) from one tree to another. In this 
fit nation we Waited the motions of the enemy, with- 
out perceiving any advancement they made towards 
ue. About two hours before night, being joined by 
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fome others, in all about fourfcore horfe, among 
whom we fancied were fome women, they came up- 
on us with great fury. We fired without ball, cal- 
ling to them in the Ruffian tongue to know their 
bufinefs ; but they, either not knowing, or feeming 
not to underhand us, came direftly to the wood-fide, 
not confidering that we were fo fortified as that they 
could not break in. Our old pilot the Portuguefe 
proved both our captain and engineer, and defired 
us not to fire till they came within piftol-fhot; and 
when he gave the word of command, then to take 
the fureft aim : But he did not bid us give fire, till 
they were within two pikes length of us, and then 
we killed fourteen of them, wounded feveral, as alfo 
their horfes, having every one of us loaded our 
pieces with two or three bullets at leaft. So much 
were rhey furprifed at our undauntednefs, that they 
retired about a hundred -rocds of us. In the mean 
while, we loaded our pieces again, and fallying out, 
fecured four or five of their horfes, whole riders we 
found were killed, and perceived them to be Tar- 
tars. About an hour after, they made another at- 
tempt, to fee where they might break in ; but find- 
ing us ready to receive them, they retired. 

All that night we wrought hard, in fixengthen- 
ing our fituation, and barricading the entrances in- 
to the woods ; but when day-light came, we had a 
very unwelcome difcovery ; for the enemy being en- 
couraged by their affifiance, had fet up eleven or 
twelve tents in form of a camp, about three quarters 
of a mile from us. I muft confefs, I was never more 
concerned in my life, giving myfelf and all that I had 
over for loft. And my partner declared, that as the 
lofs of his goods would be his ruin, before they fhould 
be taken from him, he would fight to the laft drop 
of his blood. As we could not pretend to force our 
way, we had recourle to a ftratagem -, we kindled a 
large fire which burnt all night; and no fooner was 



it dark, but we purfued our journey towards the 
pole, or north ftar, and travelling all night, by fix 
o’clock in the morning we came to a Ruffian village 
called Ke.rtza, and from thence came to a large town 
named Ozonoys, where we heard that feveral troops 
of Calmuck Tartars had been abroad upon the de- 
fart, but that we were part ail danger. In five days 
after we cams to Veuflima, upon the river Witzedga ; 
from thence we came to Lawrenfkoy, on the third of 
July, where providing ourfelves with two luggage 
boats and a convenient bark, we embarked the fe- 
venth, and arrived at Archangel the-eighteenth, af- 
ter a year five months and three days journey, in- 
cluding the eight months and odd days at Tobollki. 
We came from Archangel the twentieth of Augufi: 
in the fame year, and arrived at Hamburgh the thir- 
tieth of September. Here my partner and I made 
a very good fale of our goods, both thofe of China 
and Siberia.; when, dividing our effe£ls, my fhare 
came to 3475b 17s. 3d. after all the Ioffes we had 
fuftained, and charges we had been at. Here the 
young lord took his leave of me, in order to go to 
the court of Vienna, not only to feek protection, 
but to correfpbnd with his'father’s friends. After 
we had ftaid four months in Hamburgh, I went 
from thence over land to the Hague, where, embark- 
ing in the packet, 1 arrived in London the tenth of 
January 1705, after ten years and nine months ab- 
fence from England. 
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ROBINSON CRUSOE. 3ii 

ROBINSON CRUSOE’S VISION of the ANGE- 

LIC WORLD. 

Chap. I. Of Solitude. 

TTOWEVER folitude is looked upon as a reftraint 
to the pleafures of the world, in company and 

converfation, yet it is a happy Rate of .exemption 
from a fea of trouble, an inundation of vanity and 
vexation, of confufion and difappointment While 
we'enjoy ourfelves, neither the joy nor forrovv of o- 
ther men affeft us : We are then at liberty, with 
the voice of our foul, to fpeak to God. By this 
we fhun fuch frequent trivial difeourfe, as even be- 
comes an obftruftion to virtue : And how often do 
we find, that we had reafon to wifh we had not been 
in company, or faid nothing when we were there ? 
for either we offend God by the impiety of our dif- 
eourfe, or lay ourfelves open to the violence of de- 
figning people by our unguarded expreffions; and fre- 
quently feel the coldnefs and treachery of pretended 
friends, when once involved in trouble and affliction ; 
of fuch unfaithful intimates (I fhould fay enemies) 
who rather by falfe innuendoes would accumulate 
miferies upon us, than honeftly afiifi: us when fuffer- 
ing under the hard hand of Adverfity. But in a 
Rate of folitude, when our tongues cannot be heard, 
except by the great MajeRy of heaven, how happy 
are we, in the blefied enjoyment of converfing with 
our Idaker ! It is then we make him our friend, 
which lets us above the envy and contempt of wick- 
ed men. When a man converfes with himfelf, he 
is hire that -he does not converf: with an enemy. 
Our retreat fhould be to good company, and good 
books. I mean not by folitude, that a man fhouid re- 
tire into a cell, a defart, or a monaflery : Which 
would be altogether an ufelefs and unprofitable re- 
* . Rraint 
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firaint: For as men are formed for fociety, and have 
an abfolute neceffity and dependence upon one ano- 
ther ; fo there is a retirement of the foul, with which 
it converfcs in heaven, even in the midft of men ; 
and indeed no man is more fit to fpeak freely, than 
Ire who can, without any violence to himfelf, refrain 
his tongue, or keep filence altogether. As to reli- 
gion, it is by this the foul gets acquainted with the 
hidden myfteries of the holy writings ; here fhe finds 
thofe floods of tears, in-which good men waflr them- 
felves day and night, and only makes a vifit to God, 
and Iris holy angels. In this converfation the trueffc 
peace and moft folid joy are to be found; it is a con - 
tinual feaft of contentment on earth, and the means 
of attaining everlafting happinefs in heaven. 

Chap. II. Of Honesty. 

Honesty is a virtue^beloved by good men, and 
pretended to by all perfons. In this there are feve- 
ral degrees ; to pay every man his own is the com- 
mon law of honefty ; but to do good to all mankind is 
the chancery law of honefty: And this chancery-court 
is in every man’s breaft, where his confcience is a lord 
chancellor. Hence it is, that a mifer, though he 
pays everybody their own, cannot be an honeft man, 
when he does notdifcharge the good offices that are 
incumbent on a friendly, kind, and generous perfon : 
For, faith the prophet Ifaiah, chap, xxxii. ver. 7, 8. 
Jhc injlruments of a churl are evil: He dev'jeth wicked 
devices io dfrcy the poor with If tig words, even when 
the needy fpeaketh right. But the liberal foul dcvfeth 
liberal things, and by liberal things fieri he fund. It 
is certainly honefty to do every thing the law requires; 
but fhould we throw every poor debtor in prii'on till 
he has paid the utmoft farthing, hang every malefac- 
tor without mercy, exaeft the penalty of every bond, 
and the forfeiture of every indenture, this would be 
downright cruelty, and not honefty: And it is con- 

trary 
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trary to that general rule, To do to another that which 
you would have done unto you. Sometimes nccelTity 
makes an honeft man a knave: And a rich man an 
honell man becaufe he has no occall^n to be a knave. 
The trial of honefty is this : Did you ever want bread, 
and had your neighbour’s loaf in keeping ; and would 
ftarve rather than eat it ? Were you ever arrefted 
having in your cuftody another man’s calh, and would 
rather go to gaol, than break it ? If fo, this indeed 
may be reckoned honefty. For King Solomon tells 
us, that a good name is better than lifey and is a pre- 
cious ointment, and which when a man has once lojl, 
he has nothing left worth keeping. 

Chap. III. Of fujfering Afficlions. 

Afflictions are common to all mankind ; and 
whether they proceed from lofles, diiappointments, 
or the malice of men, they often bring their ad- 
vantages along with them : For this (hews man the 
vanity and deceitfulnefs of this life, and is an oc- 
cafion of redtifying our meafures, and bringing us to 
a more modeft opinion of ourfelves : It tells us, how 
neceflary the affiftance of divine grace is unto us, 
when life itfelf becomes a burden, and death even 
detlrable : But when the greateft oppreffion comes 
upon us, we mu ft have recourfe to patience, begging 
of God to give us that virtue ; and the more com- 
pofed we are under any trouble, the more commend- 
able is our wifdom, and the larger will be our re- 
compenfe. Let the provocation be what it will, 
whether from a good-natured and confcientious, or 
a wicked, perverfe, and vexatious man ; all this we 
fhould take as from die over-ruling hand of God, 
as a punifhment for our fins. Many times injured 
innocence may be abufed by falfe oaths, or the power 
of wicked, jealous, or malicious men ; but we often 
find it, like the palm, rife the higher the more it 
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is deprefled ; while the juftice of God is eminently 
remarkable in putiifhing thofe, one way or other, 
who delire to endeavour to procure the downfal of 
an innocent man : Nor does God fail comforting an 
afflicted perfon, who with tears and prayers folicits 
the throne of Heaven for deliverance and protection. 
David fays, that his foul was full of trouble, and his 
life drew near unto the grave. But certainly David’s 
afflictions made him eminently remarkable, as par- 
ticularly when purfued by King Saul, and hunted as 
a partridge over the mountains. But one thing 
which Bands by innocence, is the love of God ; for 
were we to fuller difgrace, nay, an ignominious death 
itfelf, what cofolation does our innocence procure at 
our lateft conflict, our lalt moments ! 

Chap. IV. Of the immorality of converfation, and the 
vulgar errors of behaviour. 

As converfation is a great part of human happi- 
nefs, fo it is a pleafant fight to behold a fweet- 
tempered man, who is always fit for it; to fee an 
air of humour and pleafantnel’s fit ever upon his 
brow, and even fomething angelic in his very coun- 
tenance : Whereas, if we obferve a defigning man, 
we lhall find a mark of involuntary fadnefs break in 
upon his joy, and a certain infurreCtion in the foul, 
the natural concomitant of profligate principles. 

They err very much, who think religion, or a 
ftriCt morality, difcompofes the mind, and renders 
it unfit for converfation ; for it rather infpires us to 
innocent mirth, without fuch a counterfeit joy as 
vitious men appear with ; and indeed wit is as con- 
fiftent with religion, as reli<^on is with good man- 
ners ; nor is there any thing in the limitation of vir- 
tue and religion that fflould abate the pleafures of 
this world, but on the contrary rather ferves to in- 
creafe them. 

On 
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On the other hand, many men, by their own 
vice and intemperance, difqualify themfelves for con- 
verfation. Converfation is immoral, where the dif- 
courfe is indecent, immodeft, fcandalous, flanderous, 
and abufive. How great is their folly, and how 
much do they expofe themfelves, when they affront 
their beft friend, even God himfelf, who laughs at 
the fool •when his fear cometh ? 

The great fcandal atheiftical and immoral difcourfe 
gives to virtue, ought, methinks, to be punifhed by 
all good magiftrates : Make a man once ceafe to be- 
lieve a God, and he has nothing left to limit his 
foul. How incongruous is it to government, that a 
man {hall be punifhed for drunkennefs, and yet have 
liberty to affront, and even deny the Majefty of hea- 
ven ? When if, even among men, one gives the lie 
to a gentleman in company, or perhaps fpeaks an 
affronting word, a quarrel will enfue, and a combat, 
and perhaps murder be the confequence : At the 
leaft, he will profecute him at law with the utmoft 
virulence and oppreflion. 

The next thing to be refrained, is obfeene dif- 
courfe, which is the language only of proficients in 
debauchery, who never repent but in a gaol or hof- 
pital; and whofe carcafes relifh no better than their 
difcourfe, till the body becomes too nafty for the 
foul to ftay any longer in it. 

Nor is falfe talking to be lefs avoided ; for lying 
is the fheep’s cloathing hung upon the wolf’s back : 
It is the Pharifee’s prayer, the whore’s bufs, the hy- 
pocrite’s paint, the murderer’s fmile, the thief’s 
cloak ; it is Joab’s embrace, and Judah’s kifs ; in a 
word, it is mankind’s darling fin, and the.devil’s 
diftinguifhing character. Some add lies to lies, till 
it not only comes to be improbable, but even im- 
poffible too : Others lie for gain, to deceive, delude, 
and betray : And a third lies for fport, or for fun. 
There are other liars, who are perfonal and mali- 
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clous ; who foment differences, and carry tales from 
one houfe to another, in order to gratify their own 
envious tempers, without any regard to reverence or 
truth. 

Chap. V. Of the prefent fate of religion in the 
world. 

I doubt, indeed, there is much more devotion 
than religion in the world, more adoration than fup- 
plication, and more hypocrify than fincerity : And 
it is very melancholy to confider, what numbers of 
people there are furnifhed with the powers of reafon 
and gifts of nature, and yet abandoned to the grofleft 
ignorance and depravity. But it would be unchari- 
table for us to imagine (as fome Papiffs abounding 
with too much ill-nature, the onlyfcandal to religion, 
do) that they will certainly be in the ftate of damna- 
tion after this life ; for how can we think it con- 
fiftent with the mercy and goodnefs of an infinite 
Being, to damn thofe creatures, when he has not 
furnifhed them v/ith the lights of his gofpel; or how 
can fuch proud, conceited, and cruel bigots, pre- 
fcribe rules to the juftice and mercy of God ? 

We are told by fome people, that the great image 
which King Nebuchadnezzar fet up to be adored by 
his people, held the reprefentation of the fun in its 
right hand, as the principal objeffc of adoration. 
But to wave this difcourfe of heathens, how many 
felf-contradi&ing principles are there held among 
Chriftians ? And how do we doom one another to 
the devil, while all profefs to worfhip the fame Diety, 
and do expett the fame falvation. 

When I was at Portugal, there was held at that 
time the court of juffice of the inquifition. All the 
criminals were carried in proceffion to the great 
church, where eight of them were habited in gowns 
and caps of canvas, whereon the torments of hell 

were 
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were difplayed, and they were condemned and burnt 
for crimes againft the catholic faith and Blelled 
Virgin. 

I am forry to make any reflexion upon Chriftians; 
but indeed in Italy the Roman religion feems the 
moft cruel and mercenary upon earth: And a very 
judicious perfon, who travelled thro’ Italy from Tur- 
key, tells us, “ That there is only the face and out- 
ward pomp of religion there; that the church pro- 
tects murderers and afiaffins, and then delivers the 
civil magiftrates over to Satan for doing juftice; in- 
terdicts whole kingdoms, and {huts up the churches 
for want of paying a few ecclefiaftical dues, and fo 
puts a ftop to religion for want of their money -, that 
the court of inquifition burnt two men for fpeaking 
dilhonourably of the Blefied Virgin: And the mif- 
fionaries of China tolerated the worlhipping the de- 
vil by their new converts: That Italy was the theatre, 
where religion was the grand opera ; and that the 
Popifli clergy were no other than the itage-players.” 

As to religion in Poland, they deny Chrift to be 
theMeffiah, or that theMeffiah has come in the flelh. 
And as to their Proteftants, they are the followers 
of Laelius Socinus, who denied our Saviour’s divi- 
nity; and have no concern about the divine infpira- 
tion of the Holy Ghoft. 

In Mufcovy their churche are built of wood, and 
indeed they have but wooden prieds, though of the 
Greek church : They pray as much to St Nicholas, 
as Papifts to do to the Virgin Mary, for protection in 
all their difficulties and afflictions. 

As to Lutherans, they only differ from the Ro- 
mans in believing confubftantiation, inttead of tran- 
filbftantiation; but, like them, they are much plea- 
fed with the external gallantry and pomp, more than 
the true and real practice of it. 

In France I found a world of priefts, the ftreets 
every where crouded with them, and the churches 
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full of women; but furely never was a nation fo full 
of blind guides, fo ignorant of religion, and even as 
void of morals as thofe people who confefs their fins 
to them. 

Does it not feem ftrange, that while all men own 
the Divine Being, there fhould be fo many differ- 
ent opinions as to the manner of paying him obedi- 
ence in the Chriftian church? I know not what rea- 
fon to aflign for this, except it be their different ca- 
pacities and faculties. 

And indeed, upon this account, we have percei- 
ved in all Chriftian countries what mortal feuds have 
been about religion: What wars and bloodfhed have 
molefted Europe, till the general pacification of the 
German troubles at the treaty of Weftphalia; and 
fince thofe times, what perfecution in the fame coun- 
try amongthe churches of the Lutherans: And fhould 
I take a profpeft at home, what unhappy divifions 
are between Chriftians in this kingdom, about Epif- 
copacy and Prefbytery, the church of England men 
and the diffenters; oppofing one another like St Paul 
and St Peter, even to the face; that is, they carry 
on the difpute to the utmoft extremity. 

It might be a queftion, why there are fuch diffe- 
rences in religious points, and why thefe breaches 
Ihould be more hot and irreconcilable ? All the an- 
fwer I can give to this, is, that we inquire more con- 
cerning the truth of religion than any other nation 
in the world; and the anxious concern we have a- 
bout it, makes us jealous of every opinion, and tena- 
cious of our own : And this is not becaufe we are 
more furious and rafh than other people; but the 
truth is, we are more concerned about them, and 
being fenfible that the feripture is the great rule of 
faith, the ftandard for life and dodtrine, we have re- 
courfe to it ourfelves, without fubmitting to any pre- 
tended infallible judge upon earth. 

There is another queftion, pertinent to the for- 
mer, 
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mer, and that is, what remedy can we apply to this 
malady? And to this I muft negatively anfwer, Not 
to be lefs religious, that we may differ the lefs. This 
is ftriking at the very root of all religious differences; 
for certainly, were they to be carried on with a peace- 
able fpirit, willing to be informed, our variety of o- 
pinions would not have the name of differences; nor 
fhould we feparate in communion of charity, though 
we did not agree in feveral articles of religion. 

Nor is there a lefs ufeful queftion to ftart, namely, 
where will our unhappy religious differences end ? To 
which, I hope, I may anfwer, in Heaven; there all 
unchriftian and unbrotherly differences will find a 
period; there we flrall embrace many a fxnner, that 
here we think it a difhonour to converfe with; and 
perceive many a heart we have broken here with 
cenfures, reproaching, and revilings, made whole a- 
gain by the balm of the fame Redeemer’s blood. Here 
we {hall perceive there have been other flocks than 
thofe of our fold; that thofe we have excommunica- 
ted, have been taken into that fuperior communion : 
And, in a word, that thofe contradicting notions and 
principles, which we thought inconfiflent with true 
religion, we {hall then find reconcilable to themfelves, 
to one another, and to the fountain of truth. If any 
man afk me, why our differences cannot be ended 
upon earth ? I anfwer, were we all thoroughly con- 
vinced, that then they would be reconciled, we would 
put an end to them before; but this is iinpoffible to 
be done: For as mens certain convictions of truth 
are not equal to one another, or to the weight or 
fignificancy of fuch veracity; fo neither can a gene- 
ral effeCt of this affair be expeCted on this fide of the 
grave. 

Before I conclude this chapter, I flrall beg leave 
to difcourfe a little of the wonderful excellency of 
negative religion and negative virtue. The latter fets 
out like the Pharifee, with, God, I thank thee ; it 
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is a piece of religious pageantry, the hypocrite’s hope : 
And, in a word, it is politive vice: For it is either 
a ma£k to deceive others, or a mift to deceive our- 
felves. A man that is clothed with negatives, thus 
argues : I am not fuch a drunkard as my landlord, 
fuch a thief as my tenent, fuch a fwearer as his 
neighbour: Neither am I a cheat, an athieft, a ra- 
kifh fellow, or a highwayman : No ! I live a fober 
regular retired life: I am a good man, I go to church, 
God I thank thee. Now, though a man boaits of 
his virtue in contradiction to the vices mentioned, 
yet a perfon had better have them altogether, than 
the man himfelf; for he is fo full of himfelf, fo per- 
fuaded that he is good and religious enough already, 
that he has no thoughts of any thing, except it be to 
pull off his hat to God Almighty now and then, and 
thank him, that he has no occafion for him; and has 
the vanity to think that his neighbours muff imagine 
well of him too. 

The negative man, though he is no drunkard, is 
yet intoxicated with the pride of his own worth-: A 
good neighbour and peace-maker in other families, 
but a tyrant in his own : Appears in church for a 
fhovy> but never falls upon his knees in his clofet; 
does all his alms before men, to be feen of them; 
eager in the duties of the fecond table, but regard- 
lefs of the hrft; appears religious, to be taken no- 
tice of by men, but without intercourfe or commu- 
nication between God and his own foul: Pray, what 
is the man ? or what comfort is there of the life he 
lives ? he is infenlible of faith, repentance, and a 
Chriftian mortified life; in a word, he is perfectly a 
ftranger to the efiential part of religion. 

Let us for a while enter into the private and re- 
tired part of his converfation : What notions has he 
of his mif-fpent hours, and of the progrefs of time to 
the great centre and gulf of life, eternity ? does he 
know to put a right value on time, or efteem the 
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life blood of his foul, as it really is, and a£l in all 
the moments of it, as one that muft account for 
them ? If then you can form an equality between 
what he can do, and what he Ihall receive; lefs can 
it be founded upon his negative virtue, or what he 
has forborn to do, and if neither his negative nor 
politive piety can be equal to the reward, and to the 
eternity that reward is to laft for, what then is to 
become of the Pharifee, when he is to be judged by 
fincerity of his repentance, and rewarded according 
to the infinite grace of God, with a ftate of bleffed- 
nefs to an endlefs eternity ? 

When the negative man converfes with the invi- 
fible world, he is filled with as much dread and hor- 
ror as Felix, when St Paul reafoned to him of tem- 
perance, righteoufnefs, and of judgment to come : 
For Felix, though a great philofopher, of great power 
and reverence, was a negative man, and he was made 
fenfible by the Apoftle, that as a life of virtue and 
temperance was its own reward, by giving a healthy 
body, a clear head, and a compofed life; fo eternal 
happinefs muft proceed from another fpring; name- 
ly, the infinite unbounded grace of a provoked God, 
who having erefted a righteous tribunal, Jefus Chrift 
would feparate fuch as by faith and repentance he 
had brought home and united to himfelfby the grace 
of adoption, and on the foot of his having laid down 
his. life as a ranfom for them had appointed them 
to falvation, when all the philofophy, temperance, 
and righteoufnefs in the world befides had been inef- 
feftual. And this, I fay, it was that made Felix, 
this negative man, tremble. 

Chap. VI. Of ll/lenwg to the voice of Providence. 

The magnificent and wife King Solomon bids us 
cry after knowledge, and lift up our voice for under- 
ftanding; by which is meant, religious knowledge; 
for it follows.- Then Jhalt thou underfund the fear of 
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the Lord, r.tul find the knowledge oj G'd. By which, 
undoubtedly he meant, to inquire after every thing 
that he has permitted us to know, and not to fearch 
into thofe ways that are unfearchable, and are effec- 
tually locked up from our knowledge. Now, as lijlen- 
ing to the voice of Providence is my prefent fubjeci, I 
intend, in the firft place, to write to thofe who own, 
i. That there is a God, a firft great moving caufe 
of all things, an eternal power, prior, and confe- 
quently fuperior to all created power or being. 2. 
1 hat this eternal power, which is God, is the fo- 
vereign creator and governor of heaven and earth. 

To avoid all needleft diftindlions, what perfons 
in the Godhead excercife the creating, and what the 
governing power, I offer that glorious text, Pfal. 
xxxiii. 6. where the whole Trinity is entitled to the 
whole creating work ; and therefore, in the next 
place, I fhall lay down thefe two propofitions. 

I. That the eternal God guides by his providence the 
whole univerfe, which was created ky his power. 

TI. That this providence manifefs a particular care 
over, and concern in the governing and directing 
man, the mojl noble creature upon earth. 

It is plain, that natural religion proves the firft:, 
by intimating the necefiity of a Providence guiding 
and governing the world, from the confequence of 
the wifdom, juftice, prefcience, and goodnefs of the 
Almighty Creator : For otherwife it would be ab- 
furd to think, that God fhould create a world, with- 
out any care or providence over it, in guiding the 
operations of nature, fo as to preferve the order of 
his creation. 

Revealed religion gives us a light into the care 
and concern of his Providence, by the climate’s 
being made habitable, the creatures fubje&ed and 
made nourifhing, and all vegetative life medicinal; 
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and all this for the fake of man, who is made vice- 
roy to the King of the earth The fhortdefcription 
I lhall give of Provident e is this : That it is that ope- 
ration of the power, of the wildotn, jullice, and 
goodnefs of God, by which he influences, governs, 
and directs, not only the means, but the events of 
all things, which concern us in this lublunary world j 
the fovereignty of which we ought always to reve- 
rence, obey its motions, obferve its dictates, and li- 
ften to its voice. The prudent man forefeeth the 
evil, and hideth himfelf; that is, as I take it, there 
is a fecret Providence intimates to us, that fome dan- 
ger threatens, if we ftrive not to fhun it. 

The fame day that Sir John Hotham kept out 
Hull againfl: the royal martyr King Charles 1. the 
fame day Sir John Hotham was put to death by the 
parliament for that very adtion ; the fame day that 
the king himfelf figned tire warrant for the execu- 
tion of the Earl of Stafford, the lame day of the 
month was he barbaroufly murdered by the blood 
thirffy Oliverian crew: And the fame day that King 
James the II. came to the crown againfl: the bill of 
exclufion, the fame day he was voted abdicated by 
the parliament, and the throne filled with King 
William and Queen Mary. 

The voice of lignal deliverance from fudden dan- 
gers, is not only a juft call to repentance, but a cau- 
tion againft falling into the like danger ; but fuch 
who are utterly carelefs of themfelves after, Ihew a 
lethargy of the worft nature, which feems to me to 
be a kind of practical atheifm, or at leaft a living in 
a contempt of Heaven, when he receives good at the 
hand of his Maker, but is unconcerned from whence 
it comes, or to thank the bountiful hand that gave 
it; neither when he receives evil, does it alter his 
manner of life, orbring him to any ftate of humiliation. 

We have a remarkable ftory of two foldiers being 
condemned to death in Flanders. The general be- 
ing prevailed upon to fpare one of them, ordered 
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them to call: dice upon the drum-head for their lives; 
the firft having thrown two fixes, the fecond fell a 
wringing his hands, having fo poor a chance to 
efcape; however, having thrown, he was furprifed 
when he alfo threw other two fixes. The officer ap- 
pointed to fee the execution ordered them to throw 
again; they did fo, and each of them threw three 
fives : At which the foldiers that ftood round, fhouted 
and faid neither of them was to die. Upon this the 
officer acquainted the council of war, who ordered 
them to throw a third time, when they threw two 
fours; the general being made acquainted with it, fent 
for the men, and pardoned them : I love, fays he,* 
in fuch extraordinary cafes, to liften to the voice of 
Providence. 

We read in the holv writings, how God fpeaks 
to men, by appearance of angels, or by dreams and 
vifions of the night. As God appeared to Abraham, 
Lot, and Jacob; fo angels have appeared to many 
in other cafes, as to Manoah and his wife, Zacha- 
riah, the Virgin Mary, and to the Apoftles ; others 
have been warned in a dream, as king Abimelech, 
the falfe prophet Balaam, and many others. 

It is certainly a very great and noble inquiry, what 
we fhall be after this life ? for there is fcarce a doubt, 
that there is a place referved for the reception of our 
fouls after death : For if we are to be, we muft have 
a where, which the fcriptures afiert by the examples 
of Dives and Lazarus. The dodtrine of fpirits was 
long believed before our Saviour’s time; for when 
the diiciples of the blefled Jefus perceived our Savi- 
our walking on the fea, they were much furprifed, 
as though they had feen a fpirit. Nay, in thofe ages 
of the world, it was believed that fpirits intermeddled 
in the affairs of mankind ; and throughout the Old 
Teftament I do not find any thing that in the leaft 
contradidfs it. All the pains and labour that fome 
learned men have taken, to confute the ftory of the 
witch of Endor, and the appearance of an old man 
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pcrfonating Samuel, cannot make fuch apparitions 
inconfiftent with nature or religion : And it is plain 
that it was either a god or a bad fpirit, that pro- 
phetically told the unfortunate king what Ihould hap- 
pen the next day ; for, faid the fpirit, The Lord will 
deliver thee into the hand of the Philijhnes : And to- 
morrow Jhalt thou and thy font be with me. 

Abundance of firange notions poflelTed me when 
I was in the defolate ifland ; efpecially on a moon- 
fhine night, when every buih feemed a man, and 
every tree a man on horfeback. When I crept in- 
to the difmal cave, where the old goat lay expiring, 
whofe articulate groans even refembled thofe of a 
man, how was I furprifed ! my blood chilled in my 
veins, a cold fvveaty dew fat on my forehead, my 
hair ftood upright, and my joints, like Belihazzar’s 
knees, ftruck againft one another. And indeed, 
though I afterwards found what it was, the remains 
of this furprife did not wear off for a great while ; 
and I had frequent returns of thofe vapours on 
different occaflons, and fometimes without any oc- 
cafion at all. 

On^ night, after having feen fome appearance in 
the air, as I had juft lain down in my bed, one cf 
my feet pained me ; after that came a numbnefs, 
fucceeded with a tinkling in my blood ; when on a 
fudden I thought fomething alive lay upon me, from 
my knee to above half my leg. Upon this I flung 
myfelf out of the bed where I thought the creature 
lay : but finding nothing, Lord deliver me from an 
evil fpirit, faid I, what can this be ? When I light- 
ed a candle, I could perceive no living creature in 
the place with me but the poor parrot, who being 
frightened, cried out, Hold your tongue, and, What's 
the matter with you l which words I taught him, by 
faying fo to him, when he made fuch fereaming 
noifes as I did not like; Lord, faid I aloud, furely 
the devil has been here. Hold your tongue, fays Poll. 
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I was then mad at the bird, and putting on my deaths, 
cried, I am terribly frightened. What's the matter with 
you ? fays Poll. You toad, faid I, I'll kneck your 
brains out. Hold your tongue, cried he again, and 
fo fell a chattering, and calling Robinfon Crufoe as 
he did before. But after I had compofed myfelf, and 
went to bed again, I began plainly to fee it was a 
diftemper that affeded my nerves, and lo my terrors 
vanifhed at once. 

How intelligences are given or received, we do 
not know : Nor are we fenlible how they are con- 
veyed from fpirits unembodied, to ours that are in 
life, or on the contrary from us to them : The latter 
certainly is done without the help of the organs, and 
the former is conveyed by the underftanding, and 
the retired faculties of the foul. 

The fpirits, without.the help of voices, converfe, 
and the more particular difeoveries of the converfe 
of fpirits, feem to me as follow; to wit, dreams, 
voices, noifes, impulfes, hints, appreheniions, in- 
voluntary fadnefs, &c. 

Dream.v of old were the ways by which God him- 
felf was pleafed to w^arn men w'hat fervices to per- 
form, and what to fhun. Jofeph was directed of God 
in a dream to go into Egypt; and fo were the wife men 
warned in a dream to depart into their own country 
another way, to avoid the fury of Herod. 

I was once prefent at a dilpute between a layman 
and a clergyman, upon the lutyedt of dreams. The 
lirft thought no regard Ibould be given unto them : 
That their communication from the invifible to the 
vifible world was a mere chimera, without any folid 
foundation. For, i. faid he, if dreams were from 
the agency of any prefeient being, the motives would 
be more direct, and the difeoveries more plain ; and 
not by allegories and emblematic fancies, expreffing 
things imperfeft and obfeure. 2. Since, with the 
notice of evil, there was not a power given to avoid it, 
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it is uot likely to proceed from a fpirit, but merely 
fortuitous. 3. That the incontlancy of fuch notices, 
in cafes equally important, proves they did not pro- 
ceed from any fuch agent. 4. That as our moft dif- 
tinft dreams had nothing in them of any iignificancy, 
it would be irrational and vain to think that they 
came from heaven. And, j. That as men were not 
always thus warned or fupplicd with notice of good 
or evil, fo all men are not alike fupplied with them ; 
and what reafon could we give, why one man or one 
woman fhould not have the fame hints as another. 

To all this the clergyman gave anfwer; 1. That 
as to the fignification of dreams, and the objections 
againft them as being dark and doubtful, they are 
exprefled generally by hieroglyphical repreientations, 
fimilies, allufions, and figurative emblematic ways, 
by which means, for want of interpretation, the 
thing %vas not underftood, and confequently the evil 
not Ihunned. 2. That we charge God foolifhly, to 
fay, that he has given the notice of evil without the 
power to avoid it ; for if any one had not pow.er to 
avoid the evil, it was no notice to him ; and i^ was 
want of giving due heed to that notice, that firft men 
neglected themfelves, and then charged the Judge of 
all the earth with injuftice. 3. That we ought not 
to find fault with the inconftancy of thefe notices, 
but rather with our weak underftandings, by pretend- 
ing dreams were not to be regarded, and negligent 
when the voice really fpoke to us for our good/ It 
is a miftake to fay dreams have no import at all: 
We might with more reafon have faid, none that we 
could perceive the reafon of, owing to our blindnefs 
and fupine negligence, too fecure at one time, and to 
much alarmed at another ; fo that the fpirit, which 
we might be faid to be converfing with in a dream, 
was confhntly and equally kind and careful; but our 
powers are not always in the fame ftate of aCtion, 

- not equally attentive to, or retentive of the hints 

that 
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that were given. And, 5. To anfwer the laft quei- 
tion, why people are not equally fupplied ? This 
feemedtobe noqueftion ; for providence itfelf might 
have fome fhare in the direction of it, and then that 
providence might be limited by a fuperior dire£!ion : 
That as to the converfe of fpirits, he could not call 
it a ftated converfe ; fuch a thing there was, but why 
there was fo much of it, and no more, wr.s none of 
his bufinefs, and that no fuch difcovery had ever 
yet been made to mankind. Nor were we to ima- 
gine lei's of waking dreams, trances, vifions, noifes, 
hints, impulfes, and all the waking teftimonies- of 
an inviflble world, and of the communication that 
there is between us and them, which commonly en- 
tertain us with our eyes open. 

A gentleman’of my acquaintance being about fe- 
ven miles diftant from London, a friend that came 
to dine with him, folicited him to go to the city. 
What, faid the gentleman, is there any occafion for 
me ? No, Sir, faid the other, nothing at all, except 
the enjoyment of your good company ; and fo gave 
over importuning him. Juft then a ftrong impulfe 
of mind urged the gentleman, and purfued him like 
a voice, with Go to London, Go to London. Hark 
ye, fays he to his friend, is all well at London ? Am 
1 wanted there ? Or did you afk me to go with you 
on any particular account ? Are all my family well i 
Yes, indeed, Sir, laid he, I perceived them all very 
hearty ; Ad I did not alk you to go to London up- 
on any particular account whatfoever, except it was 
for the lake of your good company. Again he put 
oli'his refblution : But ftill the impulfe fuggefted to 
him, Go to London, and at length he did fo. When 
he came there, he found a letter and melTenger had 
been there to feek him, and to tell him of a parti- 
cular bufinefs, which was firft and laft above a thou- 
j'.ind pounds to him, and which might inevitably 
been loft had he not gone to London that night. 

The 
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The obeying of feveral hints or fecret impulfes 
argues great wifdom. I know a man that was un- 
der misfortunes, being guilty of mifdemeanors a- 
gainft the government ; when, abfconding for fear 
of his ruin, all his friends adviimg him not to put 
himfelf in the hands of the law, one morning as he 
awaked, he felt a ftrong impulfe darting into his 
mind thus, Write a letter to them : And this was re- 
peated feveral times to his mind, and at laft he an- 
fwered to if, as if it had been a voice, Whom /ball I 
•write to? Immediately it replied, Write to the 'Judge ; 
and this impulfe purfued him for feveral days, till at 
length he took pen, and ink, and paper, and fat 
down to write to him ; when immediately words 
flowed from his pen, like ftreams from a fair foun- 
tain, that charmed even himfelf with hopes of fuc- 
cefs. In Ihort, the letter was fo ftrenuous in argu- 
ment, fo pathetic in its eloquence, and fo perfuaflve- 
ly moving, that when the Judge had read it, he lent 
him an anfwer he might be eafy, he would endea- 
vour to make that matter light to him ; and indeed 
never left exerting himfelf, till he had ftopt the 
profecution, and reftored him to his liberty and fa- 
mily. 

I know a perfon who had fo ftrong an impreffion 
upon her mind, that the houfe fhe was in would be 
burnt that very night, that Ihe could not fleep ; the 
impulfe fhe had upon her mind prefled her not to go 
to bed, which, however, fhe got over, and went to 
bed ; but was fo terrified with the thought, which 
run in her mind, that the houfe wmuld be burnt, that 
fhe could not go to fleep; but communicating her 
apprehenfions to another in the family, they were 
both in fuch a fright, that they applied ihemfelves 
to fearch from the top of the houfe to the bottom, 
and to fee every fire and candle fafe out, fo that, as 
they all faid, it was impoffible that any thing could 
happen then, and they lent to the neighbours on 

both 
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both lides to do the like. Thus far thev did well: 
But had flie obeyed the hint which prefTed upon her 
ftrangely, not to go to bed, fhe had done much bet- 
ter ; for the fire was actually kindled at that very 
time, though not broken out. About an our after 
the whole family was in bed, the houfe juft over the 
way, diredtly oppofite, was all in flames, and the 
wind, which was very high, blowing the flame upon 
the houfe this gentlewoman lived in, fo filled it with 
fmoke and fire, in a few minutes, the ftreet being 
narrow, that they had not air to breathe, or time 
to do any thing, but jump out of'their beds, and 
fave their lives. Had fhe obeyed the hint given, and 
not gone to bed, fihe might have f'aved feveral things; 
but the few moments fhe had fpared to her, were 
but juft fufficient to leap out of bed, put fome cloaths 
on, and get down ftairs, for the houfe was on fire 
in half a quarter of an hour. 

I remember about 14 or 15 years ago (as to time 
I cannot be very pofitive) there was a young clergy- 
man in the city of Dublin in Ireland, who dreamed 
a very uncommon dream, That a. gentleman had 
killed his wife, a relation of his, by ftabbing her in fe- 
veral places ; the fright of this awaked him, but find- 
ing it a dream, he compofed himfelf again to fleep, 
when he dreamed a fecond time the fame dream. 
This made him a little uneafy ; but thinking it pro- 
ceeded from the impreflion made on his mind by 
the former, he went to fleep again and dreamed the 
fame dream a third time alfo. So troubled was he 
at this, that he arofe, and knocked at his mother’s 
chamber, told his concern, and his apprehenfions 
that all was not right at his relation’s houfe. Dear 
fon, fays the good old gentlewoman, do not mind 
thefe foolifh dreams : And I very much wonder, that 
youf being a perfon in holy orders, fhould have re- 
gard to fuch illufions. Upon this he went to bed 
again, fell fleep, and dreamed a fourth time as before. 

And 
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And then indeed he put on his night-gown, and went 
to Smithfield, the place where his relation dwelt. 
Here it was, alas ! he perceived his dream too fadly 
fulfilled, by feeing his relation, the young lady, big 
with child, who was a Proteftant, ftabbed in feven 
places, by her barbarous hufband Mr Euftace, a vio- 
lent Papift, only for fome difcourfes of religion that 
happened the day before. After the wretch had 
ftabbed her in three places, he went to make his e- 
fcape out at a window ; but fhe cried out, My dear ! 
don’t leave me, come back, and I /hall be well again. 
At which he returned in a hellifh rage, and gave 
her four wounds more, when even in this condition 
rifing from her bed, fhe wrapped herfelf in her night- 
gown, and went to the Imrd Bifhop of Rapho’s cham- 
ber-door (the Bifhop lodging at that time in the 
houfe), My Lord, faid fhe, O my Lord, make hajle 
unto me; but as foon as his Lordlhip came fhe ex- 
pired in his arms, refigning her precious foul into 
the hands of Almighty God. The cruel wretch her 
hufband was fhot by the purfuers, too good a death 
for one who deferved the gibbet; and the lady was 
univerfally lamented by all tender and religious peo- 
ple. And this tragical relation I have mentioned 
upon the account of that impulfe or dream that the 
clergyman had at the fatal time of the bloody action. 

It might be expected I fliould enter upon the iub- 
je£t of apparitions, and dificourfe concerning the 
reality of them ; and whether they can revifit the 
place of their former exiftence, and relume thofe 
faculties of fpeech and fhape as they had when living; 

| but, as thefe are very doubtful matters, I lhall only 
make a few obfervations upon them. 

I once heard of a man that would allow the reali- 
ty of apparitions, but laid it all upon the devil, think- 

i ing that the fouls of men departed, or good men, 
did never appear. To this very man fbmething did 
appear: He faid, he faw the fhape of an ancient 

man 
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man pafs by him in the duflc, who, holding up his 
hand in a threatnening pofture, cried out, O wicked 
many repenty repent Terrified-with this apparition, 
he conlidted feveral friends, who advifed him to take 
the advice. But after all, it was not an apparition, but 
a grave arid pious gentleman, who met him by mere 
accident, and had been fenfible of his wickednefs ; 
and who never undeceived him, left it fhould hin- 
der his reformation. 

Some people make a very ill ufe of the general no- 
tion, that there are no apparitions aior fpirits at all; 
which is worfe than thofe who fancy they fee them 
upon every occafion: For thofe tarry their notions 
farther, even to annihilate the devil, and believe no- 
thing about him, neither of one kind or other : Thj^f' 
next ftep they come to is to conclude, There is nb 
God, and fo atheifin takes its rife in the fame fink, - 
with a carelefihefs about futurity. But there is no/'* 
occafion to enter upon an argument to prove the Be- 
ing of the Almighty, or to illuftrate his power by 
words, who has fo many undeniable teftimonies in the 
breaftsof every rational being to pr0V& his exiftence ; 
and we have fufficient proofs, enough to convince 
us of the great fuperintendency of divffie Providence 
in the minuteft affairs of this world ; -the manifeft 
exiftence of the invifible world^-thS* reality -of fpi- 
rits, and intelligence between us and'tliem: What 
I have faid, I hope, will not miflead any perfon, or 
be a means whereby they may delude themfelves ; 
for having fpoken of thefe things with the utmoft 
ferioufnefs of mind, and wfith a fincert* aj»<f*ardent 
defire for the general good and benefit^hh<| world. 

THE 


















