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CHAP. I. 

The baniflimentof the Lady Bellifant ) 

who is delivered of Valentine andj 

Orfon, at one Birth, in a Wood. 

IT Bands upon record, that Pepini 

King of France, had a fair fille| 

name^l Bellifant, who was married t(J 

Alexander, the Emperor of Greece, am 

by him carried to his capital at Conn 

ftantinoplej from whence, after havf 

ing lived with great virtue, die wa! 

baniflied through the means of a fall! 

accufer, whom £he had feverely check 

ed for his impudence ; and though a 

that time fhe was- big with child,-yet 

fhe was compelled to leave her hull 

band’s empire to the great regret c 

the people, attended only by a Squirt 

named Blandimau. 
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After great fatigue and travel, fhe 

-arrived in the foreft of Orleans, where 

finding her pains come thick upon her, 

fhe difmiiTed her attendant for a mid- 

wife, but before his return, was "deli- 

vered of two lovely children, one o£ 

which was conveyed away by a fhe- 

bear, but fhe willing to fave it, pur- 

fued on her hands and knees, leav- 

ing the other behind. But before her 

return, King Fepin being a hunting 

in the foreft, came to the tree where 

fhe had left the other babe, and cauf- 

ing it to be taken up, fent it to a nurfe 

and when it grew up, he called his 

name Valentine. Blandiman at length 

came back and inflead of finding his 
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miftrefs, found her brother Pepin at 

the tree^ to whom he declared all that 

had happened, and how his filter was 

banifhed through the falfe fuggeftions 

of the areh-prielt; which when King 

Pepin heard, he was greatly enraged 

againft the Lady Reilifant, faying, the 

Emperor ought to have put her to 

death So leaving Blandirrjan, he re- 

turned with his nobles to Paris. 

The Lady Bellilant having followed 

the bear to no purpofe, returned to the 

place where fhe had left the other babe; 

but great was her forrow when Blan- 

diman Laid he had feen her brother 

Pepin, bur could tell nothing of the 

child ;—and having comforted her for 

the lofs of it, they went to the fea-fide, 

took ihipping and arrived at the callle 

of the giant Feragus, in Portugal, 

All this while the bear, nourifhed the 

infant among her young ones until at 

length it grew up a wild hairy man, 

doing great mifehief to all that pafifed 

through the foreft; in which wre will 

leave him, and return to the arch- 

prieR, who did great mifehief, until 

he was impeached by a merchant, of 

havipg wrongfully accufed the Em- 



VALENTINE AND ORSON. 5. 

prefs; upon which they fdughr, And 

the merchant conquering, made the 

prieft confefs all his treal'ons. 

The Emperor wrote about it to the 

Ring of France, and he was hanged. 

CHAP. If. 

Valentine conquers his brother in the 

Foretl of Orleans. 

> OW was Valentine grown a lufty 

X young man, and by the Kin' 
as greatly beloved as if he had been 

his own child ; commanding him tc 

jbe taught the ufe of arms, in which 

he loon became lo expert, that few in 

ihe court cared to encounter him; 
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which made Hufray and Henry, the 

King's baftard Ions, exceedingly envy 

him.—At this jun&ure great com- 

plaints were made againft the Wild 

Man, from whom no Knight had es- 

caped with his lue that had encounr 

tered him ; which made the King pro- 

mife a thovifand merks to any one that 

fhould bring him dead or alive; which 

offer none dared to accept; but Huf- ^ 

ray and Henry defired King Pepin to j' 

fend Valentine, with a view of getting j] 

rid of to powerful a rival in the King’s 

favour; but his Majefty feeing their 

malice, was very angry; telling them* 

he had rather lofe the bell baron in 

the land. 

However, Valentine defired leave of 

his Majefty to go to the foreft, refolv- 

ing either to conquer the Wild Man, 

or die 111 the attempt. Accordingly, i 

having furniftied himfelf with a good!) 

horfe and arms, he fet forward on his i 

journey,- and after hard travelling, hei 

arrived in the foreft; in the evenings 

he tied his horfe to a large fpreading , 

oak; and got up into a tree himfelf 

for his fecurity, where he refted fo 

that night. 
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Next morning he beheld the Wild 

Man traverfing the foreft in fearch of 

his pref, at length he came to the tree 

where Valentine’s horfe Rood, from 

whom he pulled many hairs, upon 

which the horfe kicked him, the Wild 

Man feeling the pain, was going to 

tear him to pieces, which Valentine 

feeing, made figns as if he would fight 

him, and accordingly he leaped down 

1 and gave him a blow ; but the Wild 

! Man caught him by the arm, and 

threw him to the ground. Then tak- 

ing up Valentine’s fhield, he beheld it 

1 with amaze, in refpedl to the colours 

thereon emblazoned. 

Valentine being much bruifed, got 

up, and came to his brother in great 

anger; but Orfon ran to a tree, and 

then they engaged; but both being 

iterribly wounded, gave out by con- 

fent; after which Valentine fignified 

.to Orfon, that if he would yield to 

ihim, he would order matters fo as he 

would become a rational creature. 

Orfon, thinking that he meant no 

iiharna, ft retched forth his hands to 

Ihim. Upon which he bound him, and 

When led him to Paris,, where he pre- 
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ferited hirii to King Pepin, who had 

the Wiid Man baptifed by the name Ij 

of Orion, from his being taken in a 

wood.’ Orfon’s adiions, during.their 

Hay there, very much arnufed the 

whole court, fo that at length the duke 

of Acquitain fent letters, importing, j 

th vt whoever ihould overcome the 

Green Knight, a fierce Pagan chain- 

pi on, fhould have his daughter Fazon 

in marriage. Upon which propofition, | 

Valentine fet out for that province,! 

attended by . his brother Orion, by i 

winch means he came to the know-1 

ledge of his parents, as we Ihali find'* 

hereafter. 

C II A P. III. 

The Fight between Orfon and the|J 

Green Knight. 

A FTER a long journey, Valentineh 

iTJk. and Orfon arrived at Duke Sava-jr j, 

ry’s palace in Acquitain; and making / 

known the realbns that they camel 

there,, were prefented to Fazon, tc| 

whom Valentine thus addrefled him-| 

felf: / f 
s‘ Sweet creature! King Pepin ha 

r. 
/ f 
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fent me hither with the braveft Knight 

in all his realm, to fight the Green 

Knight, who though he is dumb and 

naked, is endued with fuch valoiit, 

that no Knight under the Tun is able 

to cope with him.” 

During this fpeech, fhe viewed Or- 

ion narrowly, and he her; but {up- 

per coming in, interrupted them, and 

they fat down to eat. 

Whilft they were in the midft of 

their feafting, the Green Knight en- 

tered, faying, Noble Duke of Acqui- 

tain, haft thou any more Knights to 

cope with me for thy daughter ? Yes, 

replied the Duke, I have feventeen, 

and then (hewed them to him. 

The Green Knight then laid to them,, 

$ Eat your fill, for to-morrow will be 
'j| your laft. 

Orfon hearing what he faid, was 

:much incenfed againft him, and fud- 

Jdenly riling from the table, threw the 

rjGreen Knight with fuch force againft 

the wall, as laid him dead for fome 

iltime; which very much pleafed <*he 

,whole company. 

Next day many Knights went to 

|ftght the Green Knight, but he over' 
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came and flew them all, until at lafi: 

Orfon being armed in Valentine’s ar«» 

mour, came to the Green Knight’s 

gavillion, and defying him, they be- 

gan the moft defperate combat that 

ever was heard of, and the Green 

Knight made fo great a ftroke at him, 

as to cut off the top of his helmet, and 

half his fliield, wounding him much. 

But this ferved only to enrage the 

valiant Orfon, who coming up to him 

on foot, took hold of him, and pul- 

ling him from his horfe, got aftride of 

him, and was juft going to kill him, 

but was prevented by Valentine, who I 

interceeded with Orfon to fpare his j 

life, on condition of his turning Chrif- I 

tian, and acquainted King Pepin how I 

he was conquered. 

The Green Knight having promifed 

to perform all thit was defired, they iq 

led him a prifoner to the city of Ac-j 

quitain ; and the Duke received them! 

•with great joy, and offered the Lady 

Fazon to Orfon ; but he would not:* 

marry her till his brother had won thei 

Green Knight’s After, LadyClerimond,;f 

nor till they had talked with the en-r 

chanted Head of brafs, to know hiij 
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parents, and get the proper ufe of his 

tongue. 

Which when the Lady knew (he was1 

very iorrowful, becaufe (lie loved Or- 

fon, and was refolved to marry none 

but him, who had fo nobly conquer-, 

ed the Green Knight. 

C H A P. IV. 

Valentine and Orion go in Search of 

Lady Clerimond, who had the Bra- 

zen Head in her Polledion. 

VALENTINE and Orfon having 

taken leave of the Duke of xAc- 

<juitain, and his daughter Fazon, pro- 

ceeded on their journey in fearch of 

the Lady Clerimond, and at laft came 

to a tower of burnifhed brafs ; which, 

upon enquiry, they difcovered to be 

kept by Clerimond, lifter to Feragus 

and the Green Knight, and hav- 

ing demanded entrance, were refuf- 

ed it by the centinal w’ho guarded 

the gate; which provoked Valentine 

to that degree, that he ran again ft him 

with fuch fury, that the centinal fell 

down dead immediately. 

The Lady Clerimoad beheld all this 

- 

:! 

i 
/ 

t 

'4 
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difpute, and feeing them brave Knights, 

received them courreoufly Valentine 

having prefented tokens from the Green 

Knight, told her he came there for the 

love of her, and to diicourie with the 

All-knowing Head, concerning their 

parents. 

After dinner, the Lady Clerimond 

took them by the hand and led them 

to the chamber of varieties, where the 

Head was placed between four pillars 

of pure jafper, when as they entered, 

it made the following fpecch to Va- 

lentine: 

“ Thou famous Knight of Royal 

extract, are called Valentine the Vali- 

ant, who of right ought to marry the 

I.ady Clerimond. Thou art fon to the 

Emperor of Greece, and the Emprefs 

Beliifant, who is now in the caille of 

Feragus in Portugal, where Ihe has 

% refided for twenty years. King Pepin 

is thine uncle, and the Wild man thy 

brother; the Emprefs Bellilant brought 

you two forth in the foreft of Orleans; 

he was taken away by a ravenous bear, 

and thou waft taken up by thine uncle 

Pepin, who brought thee up to man’s 

eftate.—Moreover, I likewife tell thee, 
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that thy brother (hall never fpeak un- 

til thou cuttefl the thread that grow- 

eth under his tongue.” 

The Brazen Head having ended his 

fpeech, Valentine embraced Orfon, 

i and cut the thread which grew under 

his tongue; when he directly related 

i many furprifing things. 

After which Valentine married the 

. Lady Clerimond, but not before the 

had turned a Chrillian. 

P'In this caftle there lived a dwarf, 

il named Pacolet, who was an enchant- 

l er, and by his art had contrived a 

I horfe of wood, and in the forehead a 

■ifixed pin, by turning of which he 

icould convey himfelf to the farrheft 

part of the world. 

This enchanter flies to Portugal, and 

informed Feragus of his lifter’s nup- 

tials, and of her turning Chriftian, 

a i which fo enraged him, that he fwore 

by Mahomet he would make her rue 

(t, and therefore got ready his fleet, 

aid failed towards the caftle of Cleri- 

i»ond, where, when he arrived, he 

concealed his malice from his After, 

ji%d alfo the two Knights, telling them, 

thatihe came to fetch them into For- 
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tugal, the better to folemnize their 

marriage, and he would turn Chriflian 

on their arival at his caftle, all which 

?hey believed, and loon after embark- 

ed with him. 

When he had got them on board, 

he ordered them to be put in irons, 

which fo much grieved his lifter Cle- 

rimond, that Ihe would have thrown 

herfelf into the fea, had Ihe not been j 

(lopped. 

CHAP. V. 

Pacolet comforts the Ladies, and deli 

vers Valentine and Orfon out of 

Prifon. 

WHEN they were come to Portu- i 

gal he put Valentine and Or- i 

Ion into a dungeon, and fed them with 1 

bread and water, but allowed his lif-1 

ter Clerimond the liberty of the caftle > 

where (he met the Emprefs Bellifant. t 

who had been confined twenty years 

in the caftle of Feragus. 

»She feeing her (6 full of grief, com- 

forted hi t, enquiring the realbn, whicl 

(he told her. 

The Emprefs was mightily grievetta 
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mt Pacolet comforted them, tiling* 

ihem he would releafe them all that 

' livening, which he accordingly did in 

r:he following manner: 

In the dead of the night he goes to 

khe dungeon; where lay Valentine and 

Orfon bound in chains, and touching 

the doors with his magical wand, they 

“ flew open ; and coming to the Knights 

he releafed them, and conduded them 

to the apartment where Ballifant and 

i Clerimond were, who were exceed- 

ingly tranfported; but Pacolet hinder- 

1 ed them from difcourfing long, by 

1 telling them they muft depart before 

the guards of Feragus awaked, which 

! would put a ftop to his proceedings. 

So Pacolet led them out of the cattle, 

and having prepared a fhip, he convey- 

ed them to Lady Fazon, at the city of 

Acquitain.—Next morning when Fer- 
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agus heard of their efcape, he was en 

raged co the higheft degree. 

The Knights and Ladies being oulj 

of danger, foon arrived at Acquitainj 

to the great joy of Lady Fazon, wh* 

was foon after married to Orion witl 

great folemnity; upon which tilts anc| 

tournaments were performed for man), 

days ; but Valentine carried the prize, 

overthrowing at lead an hundred brave 

Knights. 

Feragus raifes a mighty Army, and lays 

Siege to the City of Acqviitain. 

ERAGUS, to be revenged on 

them, aflembled an army, and 

laid clofe liege to it, with a vaft army 

of Saracens; when Duke Savary per- 

ceived it, he refolved to give them 

battle the very next morning, and ac- 

cordingly he lallied forth with all his 

forces, but venturing too far, he was 

taken by the Saracens, and carried to 

Feragus’s tent. 

Now Orfon was refolved to fet him 

free, or lofe his life; fo putting on the 

armour of a dead Saracen, he called 

CHAP. VI, 
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yf 

Pacolet, and went through the enemy* 

without being molefted, until they ar- 

rived at the tent where the Duke was 

confined; which done, they gave him 

a horfe and rode to the Chnltian army; 

on their return a general fhout was 

imade by all the army, Long live the 

Duke of Acquirain ! which fo difmay- 

ed the Saracens, that they fled away 

in confufion, and the Chriftians pur- 

fued them till the night obliged them 

to give over. 

Soon after this vidlory, Valentine, 

Orfon, the Ladies Beilifant, Clrri- 

mond, and Fazon, fet out for Con- 

ftantinople1, to fee the Emperor their 

father, after they had leave of Duke 



had in Spain. 

While he was abfent, Brandifer, 

brother to Feragus, invaded the em- 

pire with a very great army, and at 

length befieged Conftantinople, where 

lay Valentine and Grfon, the Green 

Knight, and aM the ladies. 

Valentine feemg the condition they 

all were in, refolved to give Brandifer 

battle, and thereupon divided his ar- 

my into ten battalions, commanded 

by ten Knights, and fallying out of 
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Savary and his nobles, and were re- 

ceived with great joy. 

At length the Frnperor Fet out from 

Conftantinople, after taking leave ofj 

his family to vitit a ftrong caftle he 
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l city, began the fight with the Sa- 

ens, who drew up in readinefs to 

reive them. 

in the mean time the Emperor, who 

is at lea, returned homeward, and 
71 (i his way he met a fleet going to the 

i fifiance of Brandifer, which bore 
: pon him with full fails; whereupon 

shorting his companions to behave 

k.e men, they made ready to receive 

nem, and after a moft bloody and 

/ ibtlinate battle, the Emperor got the 

vidiory, having {lain many of the Pa- 

gans, and difperfed their fhips. 

After this vidtory, the Emperor com- 

manded his men to put on the arms of 
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> t 

the vanquifhed, as he did him 

thinking thereby the better to fall 

on the befiegers his enemies; but 

ftratagem proved moft fatal to h 

as vve {hall hereafter find. 

^ All this while the Chrifiains a., 

Valentine bravely encountered Bra, 

difer and his men, before the walls | 

Conftantinople, fometimes getting, ah 

fometimes loling ground: but at lengi 

Valentine came to the handard of Bra 
dsier, where an Indian King ran 

him with great torce, bat V« 

lent me avoiding him, {truck him wit 

fuch tury as clett him down the middle. 

On the other hand, Orfon and the, 

Green Knight were not idle, but with 

their brandiilied I words cut themfelvesj 

a pall'age qatte thro’ the Pagan army, 

deitroyiiig ail that oppofed them. 

Soon alter, news came that a migh-, 

ty fleet ot Saracens were entering the 

harbour; whereupon Valentine judged 

it was neceilary to go thither, and op- 

P°ie their landing, but it proved fatal; 

for in this fleet was the Emperor his 

lather, who being clad in the Saracen’s 

armour, Valentine.by miftake ran him 

quite through the body with his fpear; 
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ich when he knew, he was going 

kill himielf, had not his brother 

| the Green Knight prevented him; 

getting a horfe with an intent to 

: his life, he rushed into the midft 

he enemv, till he came to the Gi- 

) Brandifer, who, when he faw Va- 

tine. encountered him fo fiercely, 

t both fell to the ground ; but Va- 

Itine recovering, gave him a flab, 

ich fent him to hell, to fee his falfe 

•phet Mahomet. 

The Pagans feeing their King dead 

ew down their arms and ran, and 

; Chriftians purfued them with a 

ghty {laughter. At lafhthe purfuit 

jing over, they returned to Conftan- 

itople, and Orfon acquainted the Em- 

isfs of the death of his father but 

ocealed by whom it was done. 

'Upon which it was concluded that 

■dentine and Orfon fliould govern 

te empire by turns, with their wives, 

,e Ladies Fazon and Clerimond, 

aofe brother, the Green Knight, 

as crowned King of the Green Moun- 

lin, the people of which were much 

lighted to have fo brave a warrior 

r their King. • 
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CHAP. VIT. ' i; 

Valentine dies, and Orfon turns Hern- 

>7 OW Valentine being greatly \ 

* ed in mind for the death off 

father, whom he had killed out cT 

miftake, refolved to make a pilgri 

age to the Holy Sepulchre; and the; 

upon taking leave of his wife Ck; 

mond, and giving the government |: 

the empire unto his brother, he d] 

parted, to the great ibrrow of all, pa 

ticularly his brother Orfon, and tl 

fair Clerimond. 

Valentine, after feven years abfenc 

returned, dreiTed like a poor palme 



illuftrious body, to the great grief of 

all the valiant Knights of Chriftendom, 

to whom he had been a moft noble 

example, and a generous reliever. But 

Clerimond never would efpoufe any- 

one, but betook her to a (ingle life. 
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ibegging vidluals at the gate of his bwa’ . 

:palace; and at length being lick, and 

about to die, he called for Clerimond, , ,, 

and made himfelf known to her, at 1 , 

which ihe was ready to give up the 

jijghoft. # V-lf 

At lad, having recommended the \ 

;care of her to his brother, and the 

lEmprefs his dear mother, and biefliag 

of them, he turned on one (ide, and l ! 

i;l breathed out his noble foul from his 'M 
I v9 

/ A 




