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THE 

LIFE AND TRANSACTIONS 

OF 

s Jane Shore. 

daughter I\Irs Jane Shore was 

Mr Thomas Wainstead, a citizen 

good repute, who lived in Cheapsi 

by trade a mercer. She being t 

only child of her parents, was hroug 

up with all the care c 

imaginable, not wantii _ 

tion that was proper for her ; and 1 

natural temper, which w^as very ai 

being joined to her education, and ti:| 

degree of pride which, as it is natur 

some make necessary for the fem 

sex, helped to set her off to the best: 

vantage. Fine feathers always ma! 

fine birds ; and if the birds are tr 

without them, doubtless they ma 

them doubly so. 

* 
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I This lovely woman was the delight 

of her father, who clothed her richly, 

idorning her with jewels ; and, his trade 

■ying among the court-ladies, he often 

parried her with him to shew her the 

iastimes which were made frequently 

here, to divert the queen, &c. which 

^ave her an. early longing after a great- 

er gentility than she had ever yet attain- 

ed to, or her city breeding was fit to 

oroduce. 

j. When she grew to the age of fif- 

een, her competent stock of beauty 

,nd good carriage caused many to fall 

n love with her, and some great lords 

ixed their eyes upon her, to get her 

ior a mistress, which her father per- 

eiving, sent her to his sister at North- 

iiinpton, where she remained about a 

. ear, till he, supposing the inquiry after 

per wasover, imagined she might return 

Hthout any hazard of being any fur- 

jiher tempted to lewdness. Yet she 

rras no sooner returned, than a plot 
7as laid one night to have her carried 



away by Lord Hastings, wbo, after th 

death of King Edward, took her fo 

his concubine, as will appear in th 

close of this history. But the maic 

he had bribed with gold to get her a 

broad, repenting of such treachery t 

her master, gave timely notice, and sc 

prevented it. 

Her father perceiving that, unles; 

he took some speedy course, her grea 

stock of beauty would be her ruin, re 

solved to marry her; so that havin 

surrendered her virginity, and bein 

in the arms of an husband, those tba 

sought to crop her virgin rose woul 

not regard her, but give over their pur| 

suit. 

And among those that courted, anc y! 

earnestly sought her in way of mar 

riage, was one Matthew Shore, a riel 

goldsmith in Lombard street, whon 

her father pitched upon as a fit husband 

and acquainted his fair daughter wit! 

his intention to marry her to him ; bin 

she appeared very averse to it, some 

times alleging disproportion of years 

if 0; 

III 

c 



tie being above thirty, at other times,- 

bis being disfigured with the smallpox; 

and many other exceptions she made. 

However, her father’s positive com- 

tands, and the rich presents her lover 

ade her, won her consent, or seem- 

ngly she yielded to the match, and so 

i lthey were married in great pomp; 

many of the court, as well as the city, 

jjbeing invited to the wedding, which 

/was kept with great feasting many 

days. 

The wedding being over, and the 

ibridegroom having enjoyed his charm- 

ibng bride, grew exceedingly fond of 

her, even to dotage, which sickened 

1,2nd palled her love toward him, and he 

^perceiving it, strove to wind himself 

ithe more into her affections ; and to 

fithis end he clothed her very richly, 

hand adorned her wbth jewels, denying 

>'her nothing she desired, or that he 

jkhought would tend to her satisfaction 

nor delight. 

It was not long before^Lord Hastings 

h; heard the unwelcome tidings, that his 
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fairest Jane was married ; which, how- 

ever did not make him give over his 

purpose of enjoying her fair body ; so 

that he often resorted to see her, trea- 

ting her at home when her husband 

was abroad ; often inviting them both 

court; and took his opportunities to 

pour out many amorous discourses, en-* 

deavouring, by all means, to make her 

defile the marriage-bed. And one 

time, intending to try his utmost ef- 

forts, he threw her on a bed when they] 

were alone; but she got from him, and 

ran to her husband, telling him plain- 

ly how rude Lord Hastings had been, 

which, angering Shore, be modestly re- 

buked him, and forbade him his house, 

which made him go away in great heat, 

but resolving to be revenged. 

This Lord, being Chamberlain to 

King Edward IV. having frequently his 

ear, and finding he was much inclined 

to fine women, though be was married 

to Lady Elizabeth Grey, took an op- 

portunity to tell him of Jane Shore’s \ 

beauty, extolling her wit above her fea- | 



ires, which made the King hearken 

this new adventure, and he resolved 

) go to Shore’s shop in disguise to see 

#r. ■ - 

The King, whose thoughts still ran 

n his intended Mistress, delayed rvot 

)ng to pay her a visit; and in order 

d it, attired himself like a merchant, 

:nd withdrew privately from court, be- 

jpg only attended by his page. On 

ioming into Shore’s shop, then the 

Ifchest in all Lombard-street, he found 

phe good man employed in his business ; 

; ind, waiting till he was a little at lei- 

jiure, he desired to see some plate, 

!/hich being shewn him, he, under a 

iretence of carrying it beyond sea, 

|oon agreed for a considerable quanti- 

fy: But yet no wife appeared, which 

made him delay the time with discourse 

Sf what was then transactingin England 

nd places abroad, where he said he had 

travelled. 

5jl -This delighted Shore mightily, so 

fljhat he ordered his man to fetch up a 

Siottle of wine, and they drank merrily, 



8 

the good man beginning with a healtl 

to the King, which the King pledgee 

him in. So when some other healths 

had passed, the king asked, if there was 

not a mistress to so fair a house ? other-i 

wise, he could help him to a wife, rich. ! 

young, and beautiful. 

For this offer 

but told him, he 

to such a one as 

he lo\’ed entirely. 

Shore thanked him, 

was already marrie 

he described, whorr 

This discourse mad 

the King more desirous to see her er 

he departed, and asked if he could notjf 

have a sight of her. Shore, little think- 

ing what was intended for his ruin, an 

proud of his wife’s beauty, soon yielde 

to his request, and ordered her to bel 

called down, who came attired in a sky- 

gold, embroidered with pearls and spang- 

les, her head attired with curious lace 

under which her hair flowed wantonly,, v ; 
and her blushes made her appear more 

beautiful. 

The K:ng no sooner saw her, but: 

he stepped forth and saluted her coral 

Stf 

rt 

coloured morning gown, flowered with] 

V 
lift 
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lips, impressing on them many balmy 

kisses. Then she, by her husband’s de- 

nsire, sat down, and the king drank to 

her; she pledged him, and passed it to 

jpher husband. Then much discourse en- 

sued, in which she appeared so witty, 

i[that the King resolved to have her at 

i any rate, and so presented her with 

< some curious things. He paid for his 

, plate, which the good man would have 

sent home, but ho refused it, ordering 

his page to carry it ; and with many 

; kisses, he took leave of the charming 

iijfair one for that time. 

The king had no sooner departed, 

hut Jane asked her husband who that 

gentleman was that had been so Irber- 

jil to her ? he told her, he said he was 

i merchant, but he knew him not. Ah ! 

ysaid she, I rather take him for some 

Luord in disguise; therefore, dear hus- 

jband, if he,should come again, tell him 

:r:hat I am sick, or any thing you can 

jfeign to disappoint him. 

Mr Shore was greatly pleased at 

icr conduct, and more discourse had 

»/ 



10 

passed, but people coming into the sho 

about business, she retired. 

The King soon arrived at court, wher 

he had been missed by his nobles, soon 

changed his apparel, and came amongs 

them with a very cheerful countenanced] 

and though others were ignorant, Hast-1 

ings well perceived where he had been,| 

and the satisfaction he had received 

and no sooner were they in private^ 

but the King said. Well, Hastings, thou 

hast very goqd judgment in fine wor 

men ; I have seen Shore’s wife, and 

she excels the praises you gave her; I 

like her well, and must enjoy her, but 

how must I bring it about ? to court 

her in her husband’s presence, as a pri- 

vate person, I shall be served as you 

was; and to do it as a King, will look 

too low for me 1 will not force her 

from his arms, for that would cause a 

murmuring among my subjects, who 

would fear the like by their wives and! 

daughters ; but I must have her, and! 

with her own consent. 

Hastings smiling, immediately said 



11 
/ 

take no care, for this shall be easy 

to your Majesty ; there is one Mrs 

Bia gue, your lace-woman, has a house 

i'near Shore’s, and is very intimate with 

his wife. This woman is very fond of 

money, to such a degree, that money 

would" make her* do any thing. Her 

will I engage to do this matter, and • 

itrust me she will bring it to pass to 

your satisfaction. The King liked this 

device, and it was agreed that he should 

isee her at this Mrs Blague’s, and have 

freedom to court her, but she should 

inot know that he was king, till he 

thought proper to have it discovered. 

Lord Hastings was not idle in pro- 

moting his master’s happiness, but with 

gifts and large promises soon made the 

face-woman pliable, so that many meet- * 

ings were made at her house, the King 

icoming' in disguise as her friend ; and, 

I though Mrs Blague often left them a- 

done, and the King courted her with 

jail his rhetoric, yet she appeared averse 

i to his love, and often blamed him sharp- 

|dy for persuading her to defde her hus- 
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band’s bed; and then she would chide 

Mrs Blague for suffering such a rude 

man to come to her house, telling hei 

the design he had on her chastity; she 

seemed very surprised at it, but en 

treated her to be at ease, for she would 

not suffer him to come there agair 

ai'v more 

This pacified her, but the plot was 

still deeper laid for her ruin, and at 

Christmas time she got leave of Me 

Shore for his wife to accompany her tc 

the Court, to see the ball there, tc 

which he consented with some unwiL 

lingness. And soon after she was intro- 

duced, a man of very comely port en- 

tered. with a mask on ; and Mrs Shore 

heard the ladies whisper, That's ike. 

; who looking round through his 

mask, fixed his eyes upon her, and im 

mediately stepping to her seat, took 

her out to dance along with him. At 

this she blushed, but not to be unman- 

nerly, she complied; and the dance 

being ended, lie took her to a single 

light, and pulling off his mask to salute 

Sirs 
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her, she perceived it was the same man 

whom she had seen at her own shop, 

and at Mrs Blague’s house; and put- 

uing a letter into her hand, he retired. 

I: She then coming to Mrs Blague, de- 

sired to go home ; to this she consent- 

ed, and then read the letter, which was 

: to this purpose ; 

“ My Lovely Jane, 

* “ Your beauty has enthralled my heart. 

S It is a King sues ; you will be kind to 

i Am, and, by a few lines, tell him so to his 

comjort.” 

When she read this letter, she lel’t 

yMrs Blague abruptly, judging she 

| had a hand in the matter. 

All this night the fair Jane was 

r, restless: her husband inquired the 

cause, but could not learn it. As 

)i: soon as she got up, she went to Mrs 

H Blague, to consult what she must do in 

ll this strait, well knowing the King's 

| humour. 
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Mrs Blague, seeing her thus pen- 

sive, said, •• Come, my dear, you must 

not be coy, nor deny the King’s re 

quest. You will glitter so near t 

throne, and enjoy a gallant bed-fellow. 

I find he is resolved to have you for ai 

mistress, and therefore it is best for 

you willingly to submit to him.” 

At this -discourse shg, trembled, yet: 

considering, from the many attempts: 

eauty had caused, that it was 

aide to be enjoyed by one, in a 

fa. • hour, she consented ; and instead 

of ting an answer to the King’s let- 

ter, u was agreed that very night she 

should take her apparel, and put her- 

self into the hands of the King. This 

being concluded, Mrs Blague sent the 

King notice, who sent a chariot for 

them ; and in the meantime her clothes 

were conveved away to Mrs Blague’s, 

riowever, she supped with her hus- 

band, when, on a sudden, somebody 

came on a feigned errand, and said, her 

mother was taken ill, and desired to 
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speak with her. He would have gone 

with her, but she put it off; and giv- 

j|ng him the last kiss he ever was to re- 

ceive from her, she left him, and corn- 

ling where the chariot stood ready, she 

and Mrs Blague got into it, and were 

conveyed to the King’s secret apart- 

ment, where they found him in his clo- 

set. He welcomed them ; but it being 

late, Mrs Blague departed, and they 

went to bed. 

Mr Shore, sitting up late, and his 

' wife - not returning, - was very much 

troubled, and went to his mother-in- 

law’s, but they had not seen her, nor 

was her mother ill, so that her absence 

troubled the whole family. The next 

day was spent in seeking for her a- 

imongst her relations and friends, but 

'! they found her not. Mrs Blague protest- 

ed she had not seen her, and dropped 

j!: some dissembling tears, so that her hus- 

j'band was almost distracted, and at last 

I concluded* that she was taken away by 

. some courtier ; and, in three days af- 

ter, a lady informed them that she was 
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with the King. This added more tc 

their grief; they knew not what course 

to take ; and they knew if they went 

to cross the King it would be thei 

ruin. 

They made inquiry, indeed, if it was 

her voluntary act, and finding it was 

and she quite unwilling to leav^e he 

new lover, they lost all hope of recov- 

ering her, so that Mr Shore growin 

melancholy, sold off all he had, an 

went abroad ; but having spent his for- 

tune, he returned in a poor condition^ i 

and practised clipping and filing gold 

coin to maintain himself; for which he 

suffered death in the latter end of 

King Henry VIII.’s reign. 

Jane Shore having rendered up her 

chastity to the King, pleased with the 

glittering of a court, and endeared by 

a monarch’s love, was admired by the 

vulgar, towards whom she behaved in 

a most courteous manner. 

Her power was so great with the 

King, that when his courtiers durst not 

intercede for the poor and miserable 

* 

k 
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that lay under his displeasure, she, with 

her wit, would so abate his anger, that 

ishe saved the lives of very many, both 

poor and rich. Avid though she could 

an a manner do all with him, yet it was 

never known she used her influence to 

the prejudice of any. And both in 

^London, and the journeys she made 

in the country, she would cause poor 

people to be sought for, and relieved 

Itheir necessities, inducing and persuad- 

ing others, who expected any good 

offices from the King Ivy her means, to 

do the same, never selling her favours ; 

land by her ready wit, she so baffled the 

ucourt ladies, who envied her aspiring, 

jlthat they found themselves unable to 

irepartee. And though the King had 

another mistress before her, namely 

iLady Betsy, yet he preferred our 

)heroine much above her, and would 

; oft.en merrily say I have two mistresses, 

lof quite different tempers, one the most 

religious, and the other the merriest 

in England : and indeed she was had 

in great favour all the reign of the 

"rfmM 
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King, having crowds of petitioners 

waiting at her chamber door, or at the 

chariot side, when she was to ride a 

broad, whose suits, to the utmost of 

her power, she preferred. As for Mrs 

Blague, least deserved of her, she pro- 

cured of the King a stately house and 

manor, worth 280/. a year. The Ro- 

mish priests envied her much, because 

she sheltered many from their rage and 

fury, after they had burned John Huss 

for an heretic. 

As-no worldly pomp nor greatness is 

of long continuance, so now her glory 

was ended, and her days of inexpressible 

misery-began ; for the King‘dying at 

Westminster, in the fortieth year of his 

reign, no sooner was he buried in the 

chapel of his own founding, at Windsor, 

but Crook-backed Richard, his brother, 

who murdered Henry VI. and Prince 

Henry his son, aspiring to the throne, 

though Edward had left two sons be- 

hind him, viz. Edward and Richard, 

and several daughters, all lawful be- 

gotten with the Queen, he quarrelled 



/ith Lord Hastings, (who after the 

eath of the King had taken Jane Shore 

or his concubine, as now free) because 

\.e would not assist him in his wicked 

iToject, of making away with his two 

nephews, whom he afterwards caused 

o be murdered in the Tower, alleging 

i hat the Queen and Shore's wife had 

fewitched him, shewing his withered 

nrm, which all knew had been so from 

iis cradle; and that Hastings, thinking 

() excuse them, said, “ If they had done 

), they ought to be punished.” Kich- 

rd furiously replied, “ Thou traitor, 

(iliost thou serve me with Ifs ? I say, it 

> a truth very well known to thee, that 

ihey have done so, and that I will make 

: ood on thy body ; wherefore I arrest 

thee, Lord Hastings, for high treason.” 

iand, soon after, he caused his head to 

>e cut off in the Tower. 

I Jane Shore had no sooner notice of 

Die death of Lord Hastings, her para- 

iiiour, but she perceived a storm was 

i Idling on her own head, therefore she 

niiotight it necessary to provide in time, 
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and so she carried her jewels to her old 

confident, Mrs Blague, entreating he 

to conceal them for her ; but she, like 

a faithless woman, when Jane cam 

and asked for them, not only denie 

them, but when, in the greatest need, 

she came to crave alms of her, she thrust 

her out of doors, threatning to have he 

whipped for her impudence. 

Richardj by means aforesaid, bavin 

got to the crown, and to make himsel 

seem fair by others’ sins, though he wa:| 

a monster by nature, publicly declar-i 

ing his mother to be a whore, bis broth 

er and his children to be bastards; cans 

ed his Queen to be poisoned, and woulJ 

have wedded his niece. He orderecl 

our Jane Shore to be apprehended 

stripped of all she had, and do penance 

by several times walking in a whit< 

sheet, and then walk bare-footed am ‘ 

bare-headed in her shift before the pro: It 

cession, with a cross and wax taper ii( 
her hand, through Cheapside, whid 

she did, looking so lovely in her blush 

es, that many one pitied her^ heals 
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i tripped all her friends and relations of- 

Ihatever they had, pretending they 

jiad got it all by her means from the 

Crown in King Edward’s reign ; which, 

Hth the disgrace their only daughter 

pas fallen into, caused her parents’ 

; leath. 

Richard, not content with this, put 

)ut a severe proclamation to this effect: 

i Fhat, on the pain of death and con- 

iscation of goods, no one should har- 

bour her in their houses, nor relieve 

per with food or raiment. So that she 

vent wandering up and down to find her 

food upon the bushes, and on thedung- 

ihills, where some friends she had raised 

svould throw bones with more meat 

l ithan ordinary, and crusts of stale bread, 

in the places where she generally haunt- 

fed. And a baker, who had been con- 

demned to die for a riot in King Ed- 

i ward’s reign, and saved by her means& 

^ as he saw her pass along, in gratitude 

ofor her kindness, would trundle a penny 

)loaf after her, which she thankfully re- 

ceived, and blessed him with tears in 
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her eyes; but some malicious neigl [;ci 

hour informing against him, he was t£ ; 

ken up and hanged for disobeying Kin 

Richard's proclamation, which so terr 

tied others, that they durst not reliev 

her with any thing ; so that, in miser 

able rags, almqst naked, she went abou 

a most shocking spectacle, wringin 

her hands, and bemoaning her unhapp 

fate. 

Thus she continued till the battle 

Rosworth-field, whdre Richard was slai 

by Henry Earl of Richmond, who sue 

ceeded him by the name of Henry thc| 

VII. ; in which reign she hoped fo 

better days; but fortune raised hejjl? 

another adversary, for he married Eliza- 

beth, eldest daughter of Edward IV. 

and King Edward's Queen, who mort- 

ally hated her, then bearing a great 

sway, another proclamation .was issued] 

to the same effect; and so she wander-i 

ed up and down, in as poor and miser- 

able a condition as before, till growing^ 

old and utterly friendless, she finished 

her lifeinaditch, which was from thence 
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jailed Shore’s Ditch, adjoining Bishops- 

ifate-street. 

j Thus you may see the rise and fall 

If this once stately, and then unhappy 

'roman, with whose dying lamentation 

shall conclude. 

THE 

DYING LAMENTATION 

>: op 

MRS JANE SHORE. 

Good People, 

Though by the rigour of the law you 

are forbidden to give me any relief, yet 

you may pity my unhappy state, for 

I the Scripture saith, That to the miser- 

I able pity should he shewn. I am now 

ij putting a period to a miserable life ; a 

life that I have been long weary of. 

Nor would I desire to live in the splen- 

dour, pomp, and glory of Edward’s 

court. No, I am happier now on the 

dung-hill than ever I was in his arms. 



For, oh ! it was an adulterous bed in 

deed. Oh wretch ! that King Edward 

that ever I was betrayed by him ! Wha 

floods of sorrow have my sins occasion-! 

ed ? Oh ! learn from me, good people, 

to beware of vain delights ; though they 

promise fair, they leave bitter stings 

behind them. Alas ! y< 

and so it is, for I have en 

sand deaths in one; but now, my dy- 

ing moments are come, I rejoice. Sin- 

cere repentance has secured my happi- 

ness above. But O, where repentance 

is not given, what seas of torment rack 

the soul! O happy dung-hill, how do 

I embrace thee ! From thee my pardon- 

ed soul shall soar to heaven, though 

here I leave this filthy carcass. 

O that the name of Shore may be an 

antidote, to stop the poisonous and loul 

contagion of raging lust for ever. 

punishment is grievous 

FIN l s. 


