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LIFE OF 

JOHJS' KNOX. 

Before narrating the principal actions \ti the life 
of this extraordinary character, it may be useiitl to 
prefix some account of the state of religion in 
Scotland previous to the Reformation. 

After tiie revival of letters in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries, religion was one of the first 
objects \vlwch attracted the attention of mankind,| 
and long before Luther published his theses againstl 
the doctrines of the church of Rome, science haJ'jj 
laid open the absurdity of the established super-| 
sfition to many of the natives of Italy. 
. 'the ignorance of the inhabitants of the north 
was favourable to the introduction of Popery in its.' i 
grossest form among them ; and, accordingly, that 
established in Scotland was illiberal and bigotted ir 
the extreme. Doctrines and legends the most opt 
to shock the understaliding were proposed without 
any disguise, and their truth' or rdasOnablenes? 
Were never caijbd ih question by tire people. 
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The profusion of the Scots kept pace with their 
superstition ; for at the Reformation one half of 
the lands of Scotland were the property of the 
church. David I. had made over almost the whole 
of those belonging to the crown, and his example 
was imitated, not only by many of-his successors, 
but by all orders of men, with whom the founding 
a monastery, or endowing a church, was thought 
to be a safhcient atonement for the breach of every 
command in the decalogue. 

Besides the influence derived from the nature 
and extent of their property, generally let on lease, 
on easy terms, to the younger sons and dependents 
of‘great families, the; weight the clergy had in 
Parliament was very considerable. The number 
of temporal barons being extremely limited, and 
the lesser barons and representatives of boroughs 
looking upon it as a hardship to attend, combined 
with the mode of choosing the Lords of the Articles 
Its proceedings in a great measure were left under 
their direction and control. 

The Lords of the Articles were a Committee 
whose business it was to prepare and digest all 
matters that were to be laid before Parliament. 
Every motion for a new law was made in this com- 
mittee, and approved or rejected by the members 
of it; what they approved was formed into a bill, 
and presented to Parliament i what they rejected 
could not he introduced into tht^house. ^Phis com- 
mittee owed the extraordinary powers vested in it 
to the military genius of the arreient nobles, and in 
this way not only directed all the ptdccedfn^s of 
Parliament^ but possessed a negative, before de- 
bate. It consisted of eight temporal and .eight 
spiritual lords, of eight representatives of boroughs, 
and of the eight great •officers of the: Cfowli.' and 
when its co!>A|>osit«on is'considered, it wfll eVily 
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be Mien biJir . r^iuencc.if t, • iW 
.^Ireadv too great puvy«j>i>f j?ie:(;W*£gy.; ... • , r t 

Their character t«I«o war heiii severe;! 
were they subject, to the same iatvi, ntr trted-by 
the jame judges as . the laity, a rcuvarkahic in- 
stance of yvhivii occurred .on the trial of the mur- 
derers of Cardinal Beaton, one; of wbqfrj *»1af a 
priest. He was claimed by a delegate from tji£ 
clerical Courts, and, exempted fro^n the judgmeat 
of Parliament on that account 

By their reputation fyr learnings they almost 
wholly engrossed the high odices of einolument 
and trust in th.e civil govcrnifnt 5 but even this 
was not for acting in their capacity of confessors, 
they made use of all thoye omlivrs which operate 
most powerfully on the luunun mind, to prouipfe, 
the interest of the church, pa tiiai few were snf- 
fefetf to leave Bie world witiiout bestow ing on her 
some marks of their liberality, ami where cr^dtd' 
ity failed to produce this effect, they flailed in the 
aid of law. f When a person died intestate, by. thft 
rj'id Statute pf William the Lion, the diiposal of 
Ids eiFects was vested in the bishop of the diocese, 
after paying hU funeral charge.’} and debts, and dfcs- 
tfibutittg among his kindred the swu4 to v,b;ch 
they were respectively entitlLd, it, being presumed, 
that no Christian unu’^d have chosen to leave the 
world u;ithout destining some part of his sul^taUce 
tp pious purposes.) 'f’heir court* had likewise, 
ij<e, cognisance of all testamentary deeds.and mat- 
ritnoni.a!. contracts, and to these engines of porter^ 
and often in their hands of oppression, they s«j)cr- 
fiddtd the sentence cf excommunication, which be- 
sides depriving the,unhappy* victim op w hotn it 
IVil of all Chrislaija privileges, cut him off from 
ev,;j-y right as q man or citizen. To Ute^e, and 
other causes of a similar nature, tr.ay be aycrihml 
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t?T£ power of (h? f’djiis!) c’msf'ch V arid to thesej ai«n, 
with the celilracy to wlrreh by the rule of 

th«si* chfcr't'h they were’Restricted, rttay be SUfK 
bitted the disttolKte Gi-vi Heettliotis. Hres of^khe' clvr-i 
gyt which* it> tltt1 ehd ^ejibtattorf 

! for saoctity 'th*1; }K’>5]v!e iiiid been acciistcriitied ' 10 
I attach t(V tit&ir diiaraetey. ' .foia izuu.n •#.! 

Acdcniiug to live accoorits of thri reformers, 
^«»i fir wed by SevH'iftljidpish syi rtehs,' the manners 
of the Scottish clergy’ were rndeccilt in' t!»c tsireme. 
Cardhxd Beaton Celebrated the iharTtage of bin 
eUlesl daughter with the son of the Earl of Craw- 
ford, with an almost regal niagniftcence, ondf main- 
tained a criminal cdrrpspontdertcfe) with her motlier 
to the end of hk days. The-other prelates were 
nSot more exemparlj than their primate, atul tho 
coi'.tra,‘t between their lives, and tho^e of the re- 
formers, failed- not to Inake a consiclersble impress 
e'Joh on the nrimU of tlx* -^jyhple.'' Instead of dis- 
guising their vices the Popish cfergy adected to 
despise censure ; instead of Chdenvountig to colour 
orer the dhsurdity of 'the eMabiished doctrines, or 
found them t>n Scrijiltme. they left them to thu 
authority (d trie cdmftnh and decrees of the conn-* 
Cii<; fire (fnlv apfitogy-' they hav’eever been able, 

1 even to the present day,' td 0ff>*r for the monstrous: 
absurdity of their systcul.- Thedhty of preaching 
was loft to the lowest and most illiterate of the 
TDcntks.- smeli • '! i oils I a.- • " : -‘j.-uv/ v- 
; The follow uvg anecdotie',wH’'tgive a lively idea of 
their .mode • of 'preaching The prior of ''tho 
Black Friars at N«wc*.stt«-, in a turmoil at St Ani 

( dretFe,* fc!r*e#ted that the Faternos ft:ris 11 (>uld be said 
I to God, only and not the vfainti.1 Tiiis* ribetrine 

not meeting the approlirtiok of the Ifearne'd of-that 
city,-they appointed a-GeAy Friitr tb refute it, who 
cb6% &< His text, “ (BleflStd or* the pd'or-id^pifity'* 
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nlHtih-hu illustrated in'this niapner. * Seeing we 
suy, gpod day, lather, to any old man in the street, 
we may call a saint pater, who is older than any 
alive; and seeing they are in heaven, we ut ry say 
to any of them, Our father who art in heaven 
facing they are holy, we may say, “hallowed be 
thy name;” and, since they are in the kingdom of 
heaven, may add, “.thy kingdom come and as 
their will is God’s will, “ thy will he done;” but 
when he came to “ give us this day our daily bread,” 
j|ie was much at a loss, confessing it was not in the 
power of the saints to give us our daily bread ; 
“ yet they may pray to God for us,” he said, “ that 
he .may give us our daily bread.” The rest of his 
commentary being not more satisfactory, set his 
audience a laughing, and the children on the streets 
calling after hjtq, Friar Paternoster, he was so 
much ashamed that he left the city. 

The only device by which they attempted to 
bring back the people to their allegiance was equal- 
ly unfortunate and imprudent; they had recour'C 
to false miracles, which the vigilance of the refor- 
mers detected and exposed to ridicule. The bare- 
faced impositions that were practised by the monks 
on the credulous, are almost inconceivable.—Among 
qther customs of those times, it was common lor 
them to travel to Rome and come home laden with 
relics,.blessed by his holiness, dispensations for sin, 
by which they wheedled the credulous out of their 
money. One of these, on a holiday, endeavouring 
to vend his wares to the country people, among 
other things shewed them a bell with a rent in it, 
possessing the virtue of discovering the truth or 
fallacy of an oath ; for. as lie pretended, if any one 
swore truly, with his hand ou the bell, he could 
easily remove it, without any change.; but if the 
oath was false, h)5 hand would stick to it, and the 
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bfiil ieflt,aaijp.dei. A f<nroer, rath&r nipre|Iiyc-wcl 
than the rest of his.Auditors, subpcptipg iiie-.truth 
of this assertion, asked liberty tp'take am oa^h in 
the presence of those assemliled, about an affair 
which nearly concerned him. The monk could not 
refuse ; and the farmer addressing tbe. crowd, said, 
i' Friends, before I swear, you see the rent,, bow 
large it is, and that I have nothing on my■ lingco-, 
to make them stick to the bell.” Then I ay nig his 
hand on it, be took this oath—-u I sweaty iq ,tht> 
presence of tl'.e living'.God, and before these, good 
people, that, t !ie.|)ope of Romfc is Aiitkbrist, and 
that all the rabble of his* clergy, cardinals, arch- 
bishops, bishops, priests, monks, with all the rest 
of the crevv, arc locusts come from hell, to delude 
the people, and to withdraw them from God ; more- 
over, I promise they will ail return, to helland 
fiUuxg his hail'd he added, ‘ ‘ See, friends, 1 have 
lifted my hand freely from the bell, and the rent U 
no larger, this shieweth that I have sworn the truth.’’ 

The cause of reformed religion, was ^x,*Werful!y 
supported by the ambition of the Queen.-dowager* 
(Alary of Guise.) After the death of, James V> 
her husband, the Earl of Arran, was appointed lie- 
ge ut of the. kingdom during the minority of her 
daughter ; and from that situation she w ished to ex. 
elude him, that she might enjoy the first honours 
of. the state alone, and promote the designs of her 
broUiers upon Scotland. For this purpose she ap- 
plied to the favourers of the Reformation, as being 
the most uumerou.jof the Regentyene.mies, and fortn' 
ing a respectable body iu the stale ; and although 
her promises of protection were insincere, they,, in 
a very considerable .degree, abated the fury of per- 
secution. ; . 

John Knox, wi:o contributed so much, both by 
.precept and example, to work out the Relorntab 'U 



frf.yn Popery; was tFe- dcsctfidaut of srn aircient 
famiFy, andBorn at. Giffbi-d, near Haddingto^, in 
ISfS. On finrsliif.g'}>;p erhiteition at fftc fjrainindt 
(iehori), he was reniov^eU' to 9t /Vmlrew’s, to corn* 
ptlete his studies uhtler the celebrated John Matr'; 
by instruclUsns he murile^tich progress tha£ 
he received order hefdie the.tlirte 'pres-critte3 by W>‘q 
rul^s of fheehsirch. After this, lie quitted schoi* 
ubii-y leamifie, sk» much in‘reputatiott eft that period, 
mid applied huH -'it' with diligence to th-c leading 

SBefathers of the ciuitch, pirtrticuian'v St Angus-, 
tine, from which, Jittcnding the p.eachiricr of ono 
Thomas Euitlam,- ullntck f riar, and the conversa- 
tion of-Mr George Wisftarl, a celebrated l efornier, 
Who came from England in 1545 with thccoimnis- 
sionCrs sent by fictiry VJ1I. to ciincFtrck* a treaty 
*v?th the Eitr! of A n an, idihr .tire death of Jamci 
V., he ntlaineti a nloie than ordinary degree of 
scriptBrai knowledge, netd entirely renounced the 
jitoriian Catholic religion. • O 

On leaving St AndVew s, Air Knox acted ns 
tutor to the sons of Douglas of Lotigniddry, and 
Obckbttm of Ormiston, V. horn, besides the different 
branched oi common tducation, heearefuljy instruc- 
ted in th.e principled of the i efbrmed religion, hav- 
ing compused a caif’chism for their use, besides read- 
ing lectures to them on various portions of the 
scriptures. In this practice, he continued till Eas* 
tur 11547, whett, wearied out by the repeated pei- 
ftfcutionp of Cardinai Beaton, he left. Lofigniddry 
for St Andrew’s, resoived to visit Germany, the 
state of England prdviiig linfkvourabie to his views. 
Against taking tliis step, liowever, lie was persuad- 
ed by the genliomerv of Vvliose children he had the 
charge, and prevailed upon to remain in St An- 

the chytlt of that plaiv being in the hands 
o; tfce-Fefwa.rt't)! 
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#Tere he continued to tedch his pupils in the in.* 
, ual manner, but his lectures were now attended by 
ij a number, of people belonging; to the. town, who 

earnestly iritreatcii him to pfrjidh'ijft riA^blic, .'J’jhis 
task he at first deilnal, bys- ul’t^Srcg areypt^d* 

i call from the pnipit. and m-biri **)'#■ flr^t sbrujon, 
discovered H<icb zed* haii'mitt? -inifepidity^ as... 
evinced the prudence oi tlieit chuhte, ^tyi. 1>;»W eat* .. 
inently -qltaiiiied.he was for' d Charge of those 
tin ties. .This success cuHseel anal} yiprm avnung die 
Popish clergy, that a hitter was p^nt to. the sub- 
prior, by the abbot of Paisley, natuual bi'cther of the 
Regent, who had been nominated to the archbish- 

, cnric reproving; him for his;negligence, in ailp^iug 
such doctni.fts to be taught witboiit oppo^ilion. 

, A'inaetirig of tire clergy iv*'s ;bpH in urnis^quence, 
j anti every scheme, they ,<Jouid !?t-vu- pot in .patios. 
3 to hurt Mr Knox:s usi.fumeSs; ^ur, in a public , 
i disputution^ he repifod to aii thejt argumeutn; ^ith 
i so much'‘acuteness aii iHO.mpiotely tp ai^iiee tboub 
1 and gained tnaijy psoselytea,' who nnulc profession of 

' their fiitth by partaking bf the bmnin.union openly, 
which he .was the ftjvr to rtdmimster in tb^ rnapnef 
practised at present.! 0; 

This success Wmixjfc of.lphg duration, for a body 
' of Prencb troops .w-its sen t to besiege tuecast(e, and 

i it Was compelled to. surrender Qn.the.3fid July, 
l ivheu he, focug with the garrison, was sent pritoy- 
[ er to France, and confined in ih^ gallies till the 

year 1540, r On obtaipii:^ hlft liberty he .reUrctjtfo 
England,; where h.o.hnrtvbtd.agkmetmyc at Hfrv.ick, 
a4erwanil.« at. Nowdaiitle and-, Lpridpti, add was'pt 
last 'diosen on© ofllhc iti^japts;.appointed by Ejd* 

r ward VI: to preroh the Frofostjiftt docti ir.p thrnu^lp 
England Upon the death of that priucp, on the 
fitly July, l o^,, he went to Giiuiya,, >yli»re Up yf- 
sidad when he >wtH cbor*« - t'ft. lurijj*;sU yjiutel* *- 

:r. ; . 



■if Fiatif^oH; t'U l!'« 24th tiaiptuijhur, to 
thYir pa<?tor, a situation iuj a'ccepteti'by the advice 
of the celebvafa-d John Calvin, but winch he dul 
MOt long enjoy, tor havin'?; opposed the introduc- 
tion of the Enaiisli liturgy, and refused to cele- 
hfate the communion according to the forms pre- 
scribed by it, he was deprived of his ofhee; and, 
such was the nndice of his enemies, that, taking ad- 
vantage-of'a passage in his “ Adnicnition to Eng- 
land,” wherein he compares the Empei'er to Nero, 
and thcvQoeert of England to Jezelrel, they ae- 
ci^setl-him to the- magistiuites> of .treason. Thesse- 
gnntlemen perceiving5 the. spirit by which his ac- 
cusers were actuated, found means to apprise him 
of his danger; ami on the 26th march, 1553, he 
left Frankfort for Geneva, form whence he pro- 
ceed to Dieppe, and shortly afterwards to Sedt- 
iniid, where he arrived in the month of August. 

On his arrival he found the reformers ranch in- 
creased in number, ami after assisting them to 
rectify some, errors which had crept into their 
practice, 'accompanied John fir skin e of Dun to 
his - seat in the Mcatijs, where he continued a 
month, preaching to the principal people in that 
edimtry. He afterwards resided at Calder-house, 
the residence of'-Sir James SandHands, where, he. 
was attemle(h by a number of personages of then 
first rank ; ami, among others, by the pdorcl St; 
A'rufrew'si oflenvards- earl of Moray.-. During the > 
wittier he visited Edinburgh; preached is many 
phtees of Ayrshire; and in the beginning of 1556, 
at* the request of theemdof Glencairn, adminis- 
teml the sacrament of the Lord a Supper to lus 
lohdship’s family, and a number of friendsy at his 
aettf-'oflMtilay stc u-. 

th ‘this Avay did Mr Knox continue, preaching, 
'faitietimp* in Lotte idjicei a»d sometimes .ia anolhet^j 
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when his meres* fseiteii so nnH'li att-ehtuw tiiat 
the Popish elergv itmiraoned Itim to'appeard/efore' 
theni> on the 15th of Way, in the church of the 
tllack Friars in Edinburgh. He did appear, but 
attended by such a number of followers (hat-the1 

clergy deemed it prudent to desist from their in- 
tended prosecution; and that same day he ad- 
dressed a much greater audience than ever he had 
done on any prior occasion, and continued to do 
so for ten days. ,s rt?i' 

The earl of Glencairn, one of his firmest friends; 
having prevailed on the earl Marshal, and Mr 
Henry Drummond, to attend one of Mr Knox's 
sermons, they were so highly gratified with it that 
they persuaded him to address a letter to the 
Queen, in the hope she also might be induced to 
hear the doctrine of the reformers. In this letter, 
contending for the truth of what he taught, he 
says, “Albeit, Madam, that the messengers of 
God are not sent this day with visible miracles, 
because they teach no other doctrine than that 
which is confirmed with miracles from the begin- 
ning of the world, yet will not he (who hath pro- 
mised to take charge over his poor and little flock 
to the end) suffer the contempt of their anvbas- 
sage to escape punishment and; vengeance, for the 
truth itself hath said, ‘ he that heareth you hearetlj 
one, and he that contemneth you contemned! one.' 
I do not speak unto you. Madam, as PustpdihiS 
doth to the Pope and his carnal cardinals, in the 
behalf of such as dare not utter their names, but 
1 come in the name of Christ Jesus ; affirming, 
that the religion ye maintain is damnable idolatry, 
which I offer myself to prove, by the most evi- 
dent testimony of God’s Scriptures; and in this 
quarrel 1 present myself against all the Papists in 
the realm, desiring, no other armour, hut God’-fc 



holy wued, led the; liheBly of imy tenfiguei."1 It' 
wai delivered to* the Que«n by the earl of Glen- 
cairn, aod, by her to the bishop «fl QlaSgoiv’y (ne-i 
phew* of Cardinal Beaton.) wttli this observation, 
“ Please mou, nvy lord, to read a paaquil/t tvbieh. 
coining tcrdiie ears bfr Mmitnost, was the orrasion* 
cf ;dus rushing a number ai‘ add it loos whan Vk& 
Jtettbr .has pi interi • afterwards at Geiifva; : . .•<'i 

.At this siiae he .receivedlatters^ramahejilog^ 
lish church at Geneva, which had separated from 
the bile at Frankfort, commanding him, “ in 
Gdd’s nanie, as he was1 (heir-chosen pastor, to 
repair to thena for their Jcdmfo’rt.” Hating 
preadied in eloiost cv'ord congregation be had 
fomietly visitedb, and seat'his. wife and motberdu-f 
law! beforo feim to Dieppe, Ire sailed; from Scot- 
Jasri in the rbontli. of July fnhGenesa. No-sboner 
lidd,the left. dhd«.6ingdom i atom hhe bishopssshm * 
tnooetl. him. *osabsvSedia,ahtorgb5oC;heltAyf tmd; 
p» hh nan nopearaince, burnt/him in effigy .ntitbtf 
erdSs drfii Edinburgh.: Agaiost tlus sentence, ii» 
IdbSy he;pubtished hln siinppeliatton,” addressed 
to the “iNdbiijtv and Estates of-Scotlatidt’’ la 
this compoiiilixm, whidlr. has been much admireth 
tdtd’ appealing i*‘to a/lawful find general conncilv” 
arid .ceq^sh-iag of ? t'beBn.cdint; defence widcfi, a» 
princes of* the >pe©pifc, they* were ;himud to give 
him, he adds, ) >'/these things: require I of your 
honours to be granted unto me,, via. that the decl 
trine which, our adversaries condqnrii) for oheresy 
maiy be triad /by the/ plain aud simple ward of 
Goili? Itet; the• ijnstbdbfeiwe«..be admitted to ui 
that 'sastaini tne* bsstila sgarnst -Chis peBliieut’ hatJ 
tie of AiitfchMdt ;-/vo3d .that tbets* be- Amoved 
from //judgment in owr-caiw®,’ soeingt that oart/ac- 
cusatiou fe neft .intpntied agdi^st cay one ppibiculae 
person,- .btfiagabst that whol^kin^dosg winch we 



doubt not tn prove to be a power usurped against 
God, against his commandments, and against the 
ordinance of Christ - J^sUs, ^‘established hi his 

hi'; his apofetJe^d we-d6iibt not' 
t'o^roVe the-Jfingii'&ln of tli^ Pdpb'hodje thie kthg- 

i dbiW'aftd jfcfcwhf dh Antlciiffeit^and tTieffefbr^i-nty 
loivis, :l ^anrtoit Mb^’htthiC'of 1 iPerstfs-, 

I A“V ::ol'‘4bdi (flat lififeym'fidter vmAy jcomC'ftV 
i gshtaJbteflfMYf and tlmt ^“e,1 the States 
I by'ynuf tatithcritv,-ttWn’jjei-sdch as ivifl be edflcd 

bishnpSj*;nnt only to-desist frbhi their cruet hibr- 
ii deringof sneli as flo'sWidy td protrtofe'God’s g!bi;y, 

i in detecting aiid tliseiosing thfeJdf»rrirrable impiety 
i df that mail of sin the1 Rornaii Arttrchrist; but, 

||| alsOi that yfe cofitpel them to 'answer to such 
S crimes as shall he laid ti* their charge^ for not 

i righteously instructing. thC flock- comimtfed • to 
1 tlveir C€afe. I '■ < TO 

In MaCeh, 1^57, sensible *of hts inrpoftanee, b 
l! letted, sabteribed '!S!encfr!trii,,1!Ei<sltTne’, l-dm, and 
il Janies Stuart, wasp trinsm^ftt-.l’to- Mr. Kttok at 

ill Geneva, imtreitiftg' liiih • to ‘dretiiVn'^(TotiiC1 ifb1 be 
I their teacher, flaying •communicateibits contents 

tb his congregation;'fot VyhieK'he pCoyidf'd antither’ 
minister, tfrtd taken hiHiee of Jiflni (fialvin. and 
other ministers, :he -iet’ Wot 'ibf ScoWarid-; but1 on 
liis- arrival at Dieppe,1' letGrs rilet him requesting 
him' tb rettfftiri tdieH?, owihg tis' th^ fafling off of 

| some from the' CftiAc',- aku'nied at ‘the danger to 
i which they wdreopposed, •-.i^-ibiu - d -'d 

Addressing hioWfelf fti Ul# lordy whij Had incited 
his'returH, 'Mr Kudi !to:pOsVulfttbs « itH them onJ 

tfcdr ‘rtoli arid urtadViSW* kiolfrduct; ^as having a 
tendency to cause both them and hitn to be 6vil 
spoken' of.—>4 Pbr'titherv ’ ^tdlie, “ it Shail appear 
that' I was mftrVottahii Vjdh, feeing SO sdlidited, 
whtre no necessity-Ve^Ui'reily -or A*1 that suefe ai- 



\vtic my movw» Uit'a-to.Ja.ked lIw rifK'HPsi ol 
jyOgment in their first venation.” Along with 
tSii.i lettsr he sent one to the whole nobility, and,] 
others to particular gentlemen, advising them in 
v. hat manner they ought to proceed. On their 
receipt a new consultation was held, and a bond ji] 
subscribed (ftt Edinburgh on the l.ith December, 
1,557, whereby they agreed to “ forsake and re- 
nounce the congregation of Satan, with all the 
superstitious abominations ami idolatry thereofJ”:] 
Fro pi ^his period those subscribing, and their ad- 
herepis, yvere known by the title of the Congre- 
gation. ; Previous to this agreement, however, a 
man her of letters were sent off to Mr jCnox, and 
to John Calvin, that he might use his influence in 
persuading him to return. 

This year (1558,) the Queen-Regent, through 
the concurrence of the Protestant party in Parlia- 
ment, obtained an act to be passed, conferring the 
matrimonial crown on the Dauphin, the husband 
of her daughter, the unfortunate Mary. They Imd. 
Keen induced to forward her views in ttiis,favourite; 
spherne,. that they might obtain from. Iter an ex- 
emption from that tyranny with which the ancient 
laws armed the ecclesiastics against them, and en 
joy the free.exercise of their religion. No sooner 
however, had she obtained the gratification of her 
wishes, than the accomplishment of a new scheme, 
the placing her daughter on the throne, of, Eng- 
land, and to which she had been prompted by the 
ambition of her brothers, the-princes of the house 
of Lorraine, at that time in the plenitude of theis 
power at the Court of France, rendered an unio 
i^ith the Catholics necessary. It was vain }p ex- 
pect the assistance.of the Scots Protestants to do- 
throne Elisabeth, whom all Europe considered as 
the must powerful defender of the Reformed faith. 



! tkeicfui'c began-.lo treat tjjuuu w:Uh eoklute^ 
| ami contenipt, and no* or.ly apj^Luyed the deci%v> 
t oi'a ci>nvocation of the g^ish e.iej'gy, in wliich. the. 
j principles of the Reformation were oondemned, but 
: at the same time issued a proclamation enjoining, 

tile observance of Easier according to ylje ritpal :of 
{the Romish church. Hufiljuhr aib 

Alarmed at these proceedings, and still more at ; 
ij an order summuniog all the J’efprnicd .clergy in the 
ildngdopi to attend.a court of justice at .Sdrling^ ojt 
the 10th -vlay, 155^, the earl of Gleucairn, juhJ. 
Ijugh Campbejl of Louden, were deputed to waiij 

ij on her and intercede in their behalf. On urgpig 
their peaceable deineanour, and .the parity ol tlieir 
ilcotrisej. she said, “ In despite of you, and your 

ijmiiiisters both, tlicy shall be banished out of 
;|S{K)t!and, albeit they preached as true ns ever did 
|St I’anl.’1 And on pleading her former promises 
Ijof protection, ;.’tc replied, “ The jmomises of 
nprinces ought not. to be tx>o.carefully remembered, 
•Jcor the performance of them exacted unless it suits, 
Ithifir convenience.” 
j Pertli, in the meantime, having .embraced the 
jHeformed •religion, added to the rage which qgijateiii 
pe Queen against the Protestants, and she com- 
panded the proyost (Patrick Rnthveu) to snppress. 
ull their assepih’ies. The answer of this gentle* 
man deserves jq be recorded for its maply freedom.. 

‘ I have power over.their bodies,and estates,” said 
u\ “ and these I will take erne shall do no liurt; 
>ut have no dovnirmin over their consciences.” 
L’he day of trial: now approached, and the town of 
pundee, and the gentlemen of •Vngus and IVtearns, 
h conformity of /in old custom which prevailed io. 
iootlaml, resolved to aacomjiauy their jrastors to. 
lie jplace of trial. Intimidated by their numb, r , 
.’tough unarmed, jshc prevailed on dolui Erskinev 
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of Dui?, a person of great influence among them, 
to stop them from advancing nearer to Stirhiig, | 
while she, op her part, promised to take no further | 
steps towards the intended trial. This proposi- 
tion was listened to with pleasure, the pre^ohei s 
and some of the leaders remained at Pei th, and 
the multitude quietly dispersed to their respective 
homes. 

Notwithstanding this promise, on the 10th May* W 
the queen proceeded to the trial of the persons 
summoned ; and, on their failing to appear, sen- 
tence of outlawry’ was pronounced upon them. 
This open and avowed breach of faith added 
greatly to the public irritation, and the Protestants 
boldly prejsired for their1 defence. Mr Ersk'me 
having joined his associates at Perth, his represeo- 
tatioii of the Queen's irreconcilable hatred so in- 
flamed the peopje, that scarcely the authority of 
the magisttates, or die exhortations of their preach- 
ers, coidd prevent them from proceeding to acts of 
violence. 

At, this Juncture, Mr lynox landed in Scothtrid 
from France, and, after residing two days in Edin- 
burglr, joined his brethren in Perth, that*he inigl.t 
aid them in their eause, and give his confessioi'i; 
along with theirs. Qu the 11th, the day alter the 
sentence of outlawry was promninVcd, he made a. 
vehement discourse against idolatry, and while the 
minds of the people were yet in a state of agitation,, 
from the impression made upon them by his ser- 
mon, a priest prepared to‘Vlllehrate mass/ which 
made a youth observe. ‘*T!Fris is intolerable, that 
when God in his word' hath plainly condemned 
idolatry we shall‘stand'and sefe it used in despite.' 
The irritated prfest struck him a blow on the ear,j 
and the youth in revenge threw a stone at himJj 
which broke aft raoagn of one of the saints. ITi>«jJ 
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| wa* thc'signu! hf tviBiult, find ei*e two dAy4 had 
ei<<j3!>t'dj slH the ohurches and converits abowt Perth 

j WeVe do^t^ajped ^ndt was the anger of the Queen 
I on receiving this intelligeiice, that she avowed to 
| ritduee Perth to ashes, and Ordered' M. D’t)ssal, 
l| the commander oi'’ a corps of French auxiliaries, at 
1 that tirtte in the service of Scotland^ iintantle td 
I trialch, arid carry {rer threats iirto execirtiori. Both 

Jriirt es, however, were desirdUs'of eccoftnnodatiriri,' 
! arid a treoty wfts concluded, in which it was stipu- 
i )ated that tii<e two armies should be disbanded, tiro 
| gates of Perth set o|)en to the (preen, but that nom? 
«of her French soldiers should approach within 
three irides of that city, arid that a Parliament 

i should be immediately held to settle the remaining 
I differences. 
i: No sootier were the Protestant forces disbanded, 
«iliat) the Queen violated every article of tire treaty, 
In consequence of which tire earl of Argvle, and 

Ithe prior of St Andrews, who had been her com- 
imissioners for settling die peace, with some other 

; gentlemen, openly left her. Having warned the 
i con federates of Iter intention to destroy St An- 

cl row’s and Cupar, a considerable army was soon 
iftssembled, which assaulted Crail, broke down the 
llfiltars and images, and proceeded thence to St 
liAndrew’s, where they levelled the Franciscan and 
(Dominican monasteries to the groundi1 The Queen 
Immediately gave orders to occupy Cupar, with 
[he'intention of attacking them at St Andrew’s, 
put iir this she was anticipated, an army equal to 
per own having occupied trie place two days be- 
lore. Finding herself (oo weak to encounter them 

r> tlie hold, she had qgahl recdursc to negotiation ; 
i»tf, mtndfui of her former duplicity, tlie Protes- 
jrints would only agree to a truce lor eight days, 
*} Wriidi the Duke of Fhateiherault and l) OsSaj 



18 

l>e<^uno bound to troijspqvt till the French sotdieis 
fo the ptlittr sid^,«i' the;Friti), and send gomuiip- 
pipntwin'tcf .St Andrew’s with tuii powers tp conclude 
ad'ormal treaty of;peace. 

•Several day? elapsed without any person appear- 
ing on the part; of the queen, and suspecting some | 
flew plan t© entrap them, tire Protestants, after | 
concerting measures to expel the French garrison 
from Perth, wrote to her Majesty, complaining L 
that the terms of the first treaty were still unful- 
hikd, and hegging her to withdraw her troops bom 
tlyit city in conformity with its stipulations. Their 
p-Uers remaining unnoticed, they laid siege to 
Perth, which surrendered, alter a feeble resistance, 
on the 2f)th Jujlft dqbO. 

Being informed that the Queen resolved to seize: 
Stirling’, ft.nd cut off tlip comraunication between 
the refuriqers on the opposite sides of the Frith, 
by a lapid,inarch they frustrated; her plans, and u| 
three days, al'tef.ihety l^d made themselves inasters 
ijf pertli, the victorious reformers entered Pditi- 
biirgh. The Queen on their approach retired tu 
Ibmbar,—where she innused the.m with liopes ol 
an accommodation, in the expectation of being , 
joined with reinforcements from France. Intelli-. 
genee, in tbft ntoautifue. • was- received of the deatl 
of tiie French hing, w hich, while it was favourabk • 
to the caw?e of the reformers, rendered .1 heir lead- 
ers more negligent and secure. Numbers of tlieut 
left the city;on their private aftuiv.v their follower, 
were obliged to disperse for want of money, a-nc 
thorn who did remain were without discipline ,o 
restraint. The Queen having received advice o 
the, by means of her spies^.marched with all th 
ibrees she could muster directly to Edinburgh, am 
posse.'-sed bepielf, on the fwbih of July, ot I.eitl'j 
ijlie con,seined, however, to a truce, to eontinne UIJ 
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jtlie -olh Jiiht'.ary t5(i0, by which liberty ui eati- 
iscicnce was securer!, Popery was not to be esta- 
blished again where it bird been suppressed, the re- 
dormers were not to be hindered i'rom preaching 
wherever they might happen to be, and no garrison 

■was to Ik? stationed within the city. These terms 
were preserved till she received the expected rein- 
forcements, when she fortified Leith, from which 
all the efforts of the reformers were unable to 
dislodge her troops. A mutiny also breaking out 
ahioug their soldiers for want of pay, and having 
been dd'eaied in two skirmishes with, the French 
troops, it was resolved, by a majority of the lords 
of the congregation, to retire to Stirling. This 
rash step was productive of great terror and con- 
fusion, and contrary to the advice of Knox ; who* 
notwithstanding, followed the fortunes of his 
friends, animating and reviving them by his dis- 
courses, and exhorting them to constancy in the 
good cause. 

At a meeting held shortly after their arrival at 
(Stirling, it was resolved, to dispatch William Mait-» 
slJand, who had lately deserted the Queen’s party, 
ito England, to implore the assistance, of Qoeeti 
Elizabeth ; and a treaty was at last concluded, bv 
which a body of troops was'sent to their assistance. 
'These being joined by most of the Scottish nob!. 
thly, a peace was established on the 8th duly, 1560, 
jjby which the reformed religion was fully establish- 
ned in Scotland. 

1 On the abolition of Popery, the form of church 
'government established in So'.'laud was, upon the 
lujodel of the church at Geneva, warmly recom- 
imended to his countrymen by Knox, as being 
jfartbcsl removed from all similarity to the Romish 
^church ; and at his .suggestion, likewise, the conn, 
jlry was divided into twelve districts, for the more 
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«#>*tua!ly prbpagatuTg, the/dcciVinas of Slieii'Rpfw. 
nuitxjfi, of Cilicia Edinburgh was asM^n^d to J»n 
«ave. Kr»ox5i assisted by his brethntn, afterwardj 
cotiiposed a CbiHifessioti of l^pith, atui com pi fed i h» 
first books ot' disdjsditie for the government of tfx 
Etwrih.. Tliesa Were rniilied by a convention o 
JBstatesj held in the beginning of the folloivin! 
year (1601), and an act pitssed ftroliibidug ma*o 
Biui abolishing the adtiiority'of the Pope. ill 

On the ratiisn of Marv, ‘daughter of Mafvlail 
(iuisey from Prance, aiui so well known afterwardi 
throughout aili'Europe for her beaiitv, her ac(»m« 
phshniertts, and her misfortunes, afier the dead 
of. Iwir husband Fmncis 11the celebration of mnsr 
ity rhe chapel royal excited a great tumuft, minj 
crying' out, “O'ha idolatrhus papists shall die the 
deatin aocording to God’s law and John Knox 
in a sertnon preoebed the Sunday (biiowingj afte 
showing tlie jurgiltents indicted on nations to' 
idolatry, added, “one mass is more fearful:to nv 
than if ten thditfiand arnteti enemies were lamded it 
any part of the rfealm, of ^unpoBo to Sf;ppress the 
whole rdigiol)!” I n consequence of this language 
he wgs sent for by the 4ueen, who accused him o 
endeavouring to hXcite her subjects to rebellion, *< 
having written against her lavNul authority^ and a 
being the cause of great sedition. To this he an 
sweaeil, aniotig other things, that if to teach thi 
word of God in sinceritv, if-to rebuke idolatry 
and to will a people to worship God according tt 
his word, be to raito subjects against their pi itiecs 
th^n cannot I-be excused; fbn it hath pleased. Got 
in his'mercy to make mfe one amongfet many tr 
disclose unto tbits realin'.the "vanity of the pipistiea 
religion,—.And touching that book, that seemeth sc 
highert« Afffeml yottr nTaje^’. it is most eertair 
fuat jt I: wrote it I art; cortterf?‘that alhtfw fftsrnift 
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•»{ iml b'iaoiiUi Ai My liiojs!; is. jhatv 
iio lofig.aa: ye deiHe. vyour kind# wuii tUe h!otcj 
jf tijL**saints tst God,, that ntaihir I nor taat took 

s|baU eiuwr hurt,:you or your authorityi;.,fort ta 
ifcery ciead,, Msdahv, ;thal book va?. writ tea lamt 
t»peeiaUy against' that..wiekod: Mary of Etiglaoih" 
To a question by.the Queen, .if subjects,- U*.vrng 
;3owec, may resist liaeir priuca#> ? H? boldiv an- 
overed they!might, “if. priocas do exceed, their 
ijouads.7’ Tiie folbwuig pnrt of. tlie dialogue wiU 
five a good idea of the cluimetor of Knox, audr tbe 
reedora of, hi* speech t-mSbeaking of the jchufch, 
he Queen observed, -“but ye are not.the.ch u'ch 
tot I will nourish; I will, defend the church of 

•jitKne* /or I think it is the tsue church of ’ 
i Your wuii, iiJadam,” -said .he, “ is w.rfajon ; 
tother doth your thought make that Roman; kar- 
at to be thd immaculaU.* spouse tk’ Jesus Qhiist« 
And wonder not, Mudanv tlist 1 call Rook' .an 
aarlot, for that chiu'dito altogether poilutwd with 
11. kiwis of spiritual foniication, ns well in doctrine 
s in. Ufianners," £fr hgd after wards two Other 

tpufereuees with the queen,i at, the last, of which 
the burst iutn tears, cry big out, Never prince 
ras used as I am.” .-. 
, Kuox’s situation bw-ame \err critical in April, 
'*571, when Kti'caldy received the Hamiltoos^ with, 
their forces, into the ca?tie. Their ihvcl.yra.cy 
fgainst him was so great, that his friends wans 
it’oliged to xvatch his house dnriqg the nighj. They. 
1 reposed forming a guard for.tto.protection of his 
erson when he w^nt abroad ; but the governor of 

!to castie forbade this, as implying a suspicion of 
.mi, and offered to send MeiviL, one of bis officers, 
-j> tonduct bitn to and (room.'hunch, He wold 
(jif the wouif Ui» wedder t», keip,” says: lianaatyut*. 
Ipduced by the* importunity of the cin»r«*, tor-. 
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caldy applied the Duke and his party for 
speeial protection; to Knox ; but they refused t 
pledge their word for his safety, because “ thei 
were many rascals and others among them wh 
loved him not, that might do him harm witho 
their knowledge.” Intimations were often give 
him of threatening* against his life; and one ever 
ing, a musket ball was fired in at his window, am 
lodged in the roof of the apartment in which b 
was sitting. It happened that lie sat at the tim 
in a difi’erent part of the room from that in whic 
he had been accustomed to take his seat, othenvm 
the ball, from its direction, must have struck him 
Alarmed by these circumstances, a deputation C 
the citizens, accompanied by his colleague, waite 
upon him, and renewed a refjuest which they* ha 
formerly made, that lie would remove from Edit: 
burgh, tma place where his life would he in greate 
safety, until the Queen’s party should evacuate th 
town. But he refused to yield to them, apprt 
bending that liis enemies wished to intimidate hir 
into flight, that they might carry on their design 
more quietly, and then accuse him of cowardice 
Being unable to persuade him by any other mean 
they at last had recourse to an argument whic 
prevailed. They told him that if he was attackec) 
they were determined to risk their lives in his d> 
fier.ee, and if blood was shed in the quarrel, whic 
was highly probable, they would leave it on h: 
head. Upon this he consented, “ sore against h 
will,” to remove from the city. 

In May, 1571, at the desire of his friends, and fc 
greater security, he left that city for St Andrew': 
where he remained until the August following. Th 
cause that forced him to change his residence ha 
mg (Ceased to operate, at the exptess desire of li 
ccngtegation he again-returned, intt could not lot 
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\ continue to preside over if, on account of the c*- 
Khusted ?.tate of' his health ; and, on the 9ili No- 
vetifiber, admitted Mr James Lawson, formerly 
professor of philosophy at Aberdeen, to be his 

1 successor. 
[ From this time iiritil the 24th of the same 
i month, When he expired, about eleven o’clock at 
(night; in the 67th year of his age; his principal 

! employment was refecting the Scriptures and ctm- 
I versing with his friends ; and over his remains, 
which were accompanied to the church-yard by 

i the Erirl erf Morton, the Regent, and a number of 
j other noblemen, and people of all ranks, his lord- 
! ship pronounced the following eulogium :—“ Here 

nil lies a man, who in his life never feared tire face of 
1 man ; who hath been often threatened with dag 

i! anci dagger, hut vet hath ended his days in peace 
ij and honour.” 

Such was the inveteracy the Catholics held to 
this stern and determined Reformer of their reli- 
gion, that even in death they did not desist from 
defaming his name, and the following account of 
his death; as quoted by M‘Crce, is given as a spe- 
cimen of the shifts to which they had recourse to 
give his labours a different appearance to wb&t they 
were, and happily for his country they turned 
out to bo : •* The opening of his mouth was 
drawn out to such a length of deformity, that 
his face resembled that of a dog, as his voice a1 so 
did the barking of that animal. The voice failed 
from that tongue; which had been the cause of so 
muci* mischief, and his death, most-grateful to his 
country, soon followed. When a number of- 4hS 
friends-, who held him in the greatest veneration' 
were assembled in His chamber, and anxidus to Hear 
from him something terfding to the confirmation cf 



fi 

ti*4? dofliM)*, ■sunl tn ,;heir.'s<fff)Qsnr -lk‘..pcieeii 
that liis. Jeoib 4pr>uHichtf^, a»«i that lie aodji ga#4 
tio mp*e advamsigp ^ ,il*? JFetait.of r§%trt#», xi«- ; 
d<»«d: to> th#m thp mysfewcn vf riwt. «nagk ,8^ 
vljidi he had hitherto kept secret; confessed the itH 
jiistirea)f:Uw? jnaihority 'thicb v.nV thcn tiBi’etided f 

by tltmy the exiled Queert;: and .deC-^red: 
m*ny thin®! conc^rmiig be!' ri^ort^ pnddbo ivetor- 
{Ltiop of rtd'tgiqn aftf r J*^> jieitth. - ^One of dhf 4Wi» 
pauy wljo hftd tai^en t|)e: pea to record his- dymg 
bay!figs,, thio-lfisvfr that,ho was hi a delirium, i 
cd frdm wrUing,. upon which Knox, ;v.ilh a aufin 
tpHirtentince; and great asperity .of bn^«age,d>5 gf«», 
to iipbtaidrfufii, >;Th(Ki pv!£l-ipfr|iptstv^. .«wt»'.’• 
v/Jiy dost thuu icnve ok wio.ting my ffntV0 
ing nfmd for.sei'? .*ff)iou{ ,}o huppaa in this king^ 
ijom ? Duot ihotrdistrust mo <* Bost thmi nut be- 
•lteve‘thr>t all wliiih I say shah most certainly hep-- 
y^n ? But that 1 may auest to thee and others 
jiotf utuloLfhtBtl .tbyse things »vhich: J. batf« just 
spoken are, gu out all of you from me, and i. will 
in a nKMJitMit confirm them ail by andmiy 
heard oft'prooC They witlidrew at l«ngrii, though, 
reluctantly, leaving only H e iighM|j yamlles ijhti}* 
chamber,‘and soon reUinied, cycling fo wit##* 1 

some prodigy; When they foumi the liglvi#-e^ 
tingui^hsd, and his dead Uniy lying prostate on 
pie gronud,’ Hamilton adds, that the spejemtoi-s,. 
lifter recovynng fi-pin their yetoihshmertl, replsetdi 
the dead body in the hod, and entered ir,kx ngree- 
pient to copceal what they, had witnessed; hut God^ 
pnwilling that such a ^ofiuptent should be mi- 
knawn, dist-losed h,both byylts anyinuensisJtjni- 
self (Bobertvis Kainbel o Pinkhudeugb), after 
taken oflfby a siipilar dea£h» and by otfiors wb<v 
although miRiSttp#,»• wai r w&mm ” 
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