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P R E F A C E. 

IT has been already obferved, in the account of 
Mr. Hervey’s Life prefixed to vol. I. that he 

frequently wrote religious letters to his acquain- 
tance according to their different circumllances, in 
the moft amiable and convincing manner ; and that 
he feerrted to make it almoft an invariable rule, not 
to write a letter on any occafion, without at leaft 
one pious fentence in it; and that not introduced 
in a forced and awkward manner, but interwoven 
fo as to appear naturally to arife from the fubjedt.* 

The reafons for publifhing this colledfion of Mr. 
Hervey’s letters, were the ftrong folicitations of 
thofe, who knew and valued the author and his 
writings; a defire of contributing to the interelfs 
of religion, which was the great fcope of all his la- 
bours ; and a perfuafion, that fuch a colleclion 
would give a peculiar fatisfadlion to every intelli- 
gent and pious perfon :—efpecially as to be thus in- 
troduced to partake of the entertaining and inftruc- 
tive intercourfes of his friendfhip, may poflibly be 
the means of encouraging others to go and do 
likewise. Nor will it be, it is prefumed, necef. 
fary to befpeak the candour of the reader, or depre. 
cate the petulance of criticifm, whatever dcfetls 

„ Vol. I. p. xxti. 
A 



iv r PREFACETO 
or inaccuracies may be found in a work of this 
kind, not intended for, though well worthy of, 
the public eye. 

As the following letter to the editor is fo truly 
charadleriftical of Mr. Hervey, it is to be hoped, 
that it will not be altogether unacceptable to the 
reader. When writers like him, of diftinguifh- 
ed fuperiority, have gained our admiration and ap- 
plaufe, we are fond of penetrating into their more 
retired apartments, and aflbciating with them in the 
fequeftered walks of private life: for here thefe great 
geniufes appear in an undrefs ; the intrinfic excel- 
lence of their characters, {bines out with genuine 
luftre ; and although, as authors, their talents are 
beyond our imitation, yet the feveral milder graces 
and virtues of their more common and ordinary 
behaviour, are in feme meafure attainable by every 
one. 

S I R, 
*fT^WAS with no fmall {atisfaCtion I faw an ad- 

X vertifement in the public papers, defiring 
the correfpondents of the late Mr. Hervey to furnilh 
the editor with fome of his letters for publication, 
and glad I am ’tis in my power to fend you fo large 
a number; fmee in many of them will be found 
fuch traces of a?i upright heart, as no ftranger can o- 
therwife be made acquainted with. TkerewiW be feen 
the deepeft humility. Ever unconfcious of his own {Inn- 
ing abilities, he was always defirous of improving 
by the meaneft in the church : in lowlinefs of mind, 
he would prefer others to himfelf: He would fre- 
quently be the humble querift, and make his friend 
the refpondent. 'There will be feen the greatef love 
to mankind ; a love, which he has ftrongly exprefied 
on every occafion, not only in words, but in the moft 
important a£fs of benevolence, both temporal and 
fpiritual. There will be feen the mojl zealous attack- 
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merits to truth. He was extremely defirous, that e- 
vc?ry fentiment of his Ihould be ftriftly examined ; 
and where ever he found any thing capable of the 
leaft improvement, he immediately acquiefced with 
the greateft thankfulnefs. In a word, there will be 
feen the utmojl ferenity of mindy under the prellure of 
very grievous afflidlions. As his joy was not of this 
world, no worldly calamities could take it from him; 
nothing could rufflle, nothing could difcompofe him. 
—He was indeed, what his Mafter fays of the Bap- 
lift, a burning and alight; and as fuch, he 
was a guide for our feet.—As a burning light, he 
warmed many by his example: he had received the 
grace of God in abundance; which he had long 
and moll earneftly implored ; and the fruits of 
which, in his life and converfation, the world have 
feen, and his friends will tell with pleafure.—As a 
fining light, he inltru6ted many by his do£lrine. 
He was a moll ftrenuous aflertor of the free grace 
of God. He taught men to be rich in good works, 
without placing the leaft dependence on them.' 
Chrift was all to him, and it was his whole buftnefs 
to publifh his Redeemer’s unfearchable riches.—It 
was St. Paul’s faithful faying, viz. That “ Chrift 
“ Jefus came into the world to fave Tinnersand it 
was Mr Hervey’s conftant employment to bring Tin- 
ners to him empty-handed, “ to buy wine and milk 
tl without money and without price.” 

He was alfo a moft ftrenuous aftertor of evangeli- 
cal holinefs.—While’ he publifhed the free grace of 
God, he was felicitous that none Ihould abufe it to 
licentioufnefs. Herein alfo he imitated St. Paul in 
another faithful faying, viz. That “ they who believe 
“ in God, Ihould be careful to maintain good 

works.” 
Such was the friend I have loft. Gad grant we 

may all “ be the followers of him, who through 
“ faith and patience now inherits the promifes ”— 

A 2 



vi PREFACETO 
He refts from his labours, and my correfpondence 
with him is for ever at an end ; but by the letters I 
here fend, he •will, though dead, yet /peak, and fpread 
wide that valuable inltrufHon, and thofe ingenious 
remarks, which were originally defigned only for the 
private infpedfion of, Sir, your humble fervant, 
&c. &c. 

P. S. Mr. Hervey’s zeal for his great Mailer, 
and his eminent abilities to advance the interefts of 
religion, will, it is hoped, fecure the good opinion 
of the community, in behalf of the publication of 
his private letters and life ; efpecially when it is con- 
fidered, that it was in fome meafure neceflary to 
be done ; not only as they exhibit in their purport, 
compolition and various tendencies, a linking, a- 
miablo, and true p'nflure of the ingenuity, learn- 
ing, candour, and piety of this excellent man ; but 
as his character has been injured by fome through 
mifreprefentation ; and as his writings have been 
cenfured by others through mifapprehenfion :—all 
fuch will now fee how far Mr. Hervey is deferving 
of blame, or of applaufe ; fince there is nothing that 
exprefles a man’s particular character more fully 
than his letters to intimate friends. 

In this edition, care has been taken to arrange 
the letters in the fame order in which they were 
wrote, as far as was practicable. But there is no 
poflibility of doing it exactly, for this plain reafon, 
that in many letters written to thofe with whom he 
kept a frequent correfpondence, Mr. Hervey was 
accullomed to exprefs neither month nor year, but 
only to write Monday morning, Tuefday night, &c. 
and that feveral letters were tranfmitted to the edi- 
tor, with the dates as well as names erafed. 

There are a few things inferted in this colle£lion, 
fuch as the cottager’s letter, * Mr Boyfe’s, f the let- 
ter to Dr. T** J which were introduced, not only 

Let. 83. t Annexed to let. 166. $ Let. 138. 
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for the great propriety of fuch an introdtnfHon, but 
at the particular defire of fome of Mr. Hervey’s 
friends, in order to fulfil his intentions, and render 
him, though dead, as extenfively ufeful as poffible. 

“ I would by all means,” fays one of his moft ju- 
dicious and favourite correfpondents, “ have that 
“ letter of mine, addrefled to Dr. T*#, printed in 

the collection ; as I think this may in fome mea- 
“ fure be fulfilling the will of my deceafed friend, 

, “ who appears, by his own letter # to me, to have 
“ judged fomething of that nature highly ntcejfary ; 
“ and he would certainly have attempted it himfelf, 
“ as he declared, had not a certain church-prefer- 
“ ment brought him very unexpeftedly into a con- 
“ nection, which made fuch a publication at that 
“ junfture ineligible.—Mr. Hervey is now dead, 
“ and that reafon is no longer in force; and there- 
“ fore, now teems to me the fitteft time for fuch 
“ purpofe. I wrote that letter to Dr. T** at Mr. 
“ Hervey’s exprefs defire, and I gave him full pow- 
“ er to make what ufe of it he pleafed; hoping, 
“ that, after correcting it to his mind, he would 
“ have fent it to Dr. himfelf; or elfe that he 
“ would have wrote in another form (perhaps in an 

introduction to his falt-fermons) fomething far 
“ more valuable, extracting from my letter what 
“ belt anfwered his ends. But that not being done 
“ the publication of my letter in this collection, im- 
“ mediately after what Mr. Hervey fays in his to 
•< me f about Dr. T* *’s fermon, may, with the 
“ fame divine blefiing, be of ufe ; and, though of 
“ little worth, yet like the widow’s mite, when it 
“washer all, it may be acceptable.—There are 
“ thoufands of preachers who think in the fame way 
“ with Dr. T**, and very likely many of thefe may 

be the readers of Mr. Htrvey’s letters; and if 
** fome of them refleCt and reform, the unjuft anger 

* Let. 157. f ’Tis fo printed as here deiixed.—-See iet. 1^8. 
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“ of Ae reft is very little to be regarded. There- 
** fore, upon the molt ferious confideration, it is 

my earneft requeft, that the letter to Dr. T## 

“ ftiould be printed juft as I fent it to Mr. Her- 
« vey.” 

It muft be acknowledged, that fome of his firft 
letters, written from college when he was not more 
than twenty years of age, either fpeak a language 
different from free grace, for which we find he was 
afterwards fo powerful an advocate, or at leaft they 
treat very confufedly of it; and perhaps fome may 
fay, why then were they printed ? For thefe two 
plain reafonsj that the reader may fee and know 
what early and ftrong impreffions he had of piety ! 
what love to God ! and to his fellow creatures !— 
Though we fay not, that, like John Baptift, he was 
fanftified from his mother’s womb, yet his early la- 
hours for his Saviour, when too many others of his 
age Handing captivated by their pafiions, and fwal- 
lowed up by their lufts, prove to a demonftration, 
the dodlrine he afterwards taught, viz. the power 
of redeeming love: they lhew how early the feeds 
of grace were fown in his heart; and when they 
look forward, they may ohferve from what fmall 
fparks of light and grace the Holy Spirit hath gra- 
dually taught him, * and led him, as it were by the 
hand, into the full and holy liberty of the children 
of Go d. When hut twenty-one years of age, we 
find him afraid of, and flying from praife, when o- 
thers would be courting it ; for having wrote fome 
verfes to a relation, which were greatly commended, 
he heartily wifhes f he never had wrote a line of poe- 
try in his life: and he wrote upon another occafion, J 
exprefly blaming a friend for praifing him ; and a- 
_gain , || he fays, ** You have paid me an obliging 
^ eompliment •, beg of the bleffed God, dear Sir, 

If. liv. 13.—John vi. 4J. t L«t. 3. \ Let. $%. || Let. 60. 
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« that I may not be puffed up with vain conceit of 
“ myfelf or my writings.” 

From the reading of thefe familiar letters, which 
is in a manner liftening to, and hearing the thoughts 
of the writer, we may learn, that, by nature, “ his 
« heart was hard as the flint, and his hands tenaci- 
u ous even to avarice: thefe are his words.’ # Yet 
(fee the power of that free grace, which living and 
dying he adored) he became a bright example of uni- 
verfal charity, f 

His great humility and diffidence of his own 
judgement and learning, appear in many of his let- 
lers ; in one, which is far from being contemptible 
either for ftyle or argument, he injoins his friend 
to return his letter immediately to him, that it 
might never appear : yet his friend got the better of 
that modefty, and obtained leave to keep it; to 
which is owing the publication of that now, which 
Mr. Hervey, at the time of writing it, defired 
might never fee the light. ^ 

Another inflance, and a ftriking one, we may 
meet with, let. 53. where, anfwering the objec- 
tions of a lady to the miracle which Chrift wrought 
at the marriage of Cana in Galilee, he fays, “ I 

have neither flrength of mind, nor folidity of 
u judgement, fufficient to conduit the procedure of 

an argument,” &c. 
As the love of God was died abroad in his heart, 

it produced an ardent defire to promote the caufe of 
Christ Jesu s and of his religion. And when he 
found himfelf bowed down with the fpirit of weak- 
nefs and infirmity, he was apt to fear left he fhould 
difgrace the gofpel in his languifhing moments ; ]1 
he earneftly prayed to God, and defired others to 
unite in the fame petition, that he might not thus 
difhonour the caufe of Christ. And his and their 

* Let. 53. ^ See his life, and Let. 51. 60. &c. 
t Let. 24. |j Let. -60, 
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prayers were heard ; for notwithftanding his linger- 
ing weaknefs and deprelfed fpirits, which at length 
gave him up into the hands of death, yet he triumph- 
ed over his fears, he triumphed over the grand temp- 
ter and adverfary of fouls. 

His willingnefs to have his writings corre£l:ed, 
by every judicious friend, and his thankfulnefs in 
receiving their eriticifms, appear throughout all his 
letters written to his learned correfpondents ; a fpe- 
cimen of it you may fee let 6i, ioi, 181. His 
earneft defire to prefer his friends opinion to his 
own; or, in other words, his humble opinion of 
his own judgement and powers in argumentation, 
makes him ever requeiling, “ Pray ufe freely the 
“ pruning hook,” See. it may feem a wonder, 
therefore, that he fhould ever, under thefe difeou- 
raging thoughts of himfelf, write at all, efpecially 
fo much as he has done; confidering he was no 
more than five and forty when he died, and that 
the firil of his works was publifiied when he was 
thirty-three.—Perhaps the reader might be almoft 
tempted to fufpeft, that his humility was affe&ed, 
and that pride lurked under that fair garment: but 
hypocrify dwelt not in him ; he wrote under all that 
weaknefs, and under all thofe fears, becaufe he 
dared not be filent: the caufe of God and truth 
was publicly attacked ; the caufe of his Mailer was 
oppofed ; and he, as a faithful watchman, was com- 
pelled, however weak in body, however unequal he 
thought himfelf to the talk, he was compelled to cry 
aloud and fpare not; and therefore he wrote, not 
from pride, or from avarice, but from confidence, 
and a fenfe of duty; and this the intelligent and 
candid reader will ealily perceive from many of his 
letters. 

At a tiaae when infidelity and depravity prevail- 
ed, and when it was become almoll falhionable to 
Hander and fpeak evil of perfons, depretiating ano- 
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ther’s reputation in order to raife and eflablifli our 
own ; we find Mr. Hervey making it a rule to An- 
gle out the bcft things he hadheard of his neighbour, 
and carefully avoiding even to hint any thing which 
might be the caufe of propagating a rumour * to 
his detriment or to difclofe a fecret which might 
be injurious to him : thus careful was he to carry 
into his own practice, the doctrine he taught, the 
religion he profefled ;—and thus far was he from 
efpoufing either the principles or practices of Anfi- 
nomians. Some of his pretended friends of that 
(tamp, as well as his adverfaries, have taken much 
pains to make the world believe, that he in all 
things agreed with them, that, if poflible, they 
might be thought not to differ from him ; but they 
will find it as impra£ticable to raife their reputation 
upon his, as it will be to reduce his character to a 
level with their own, fo long as his works fhall live 
to proclaim his principles, and a friend (ball remain 
to declare his truly Chriftian practices, his holy 
life and converfation. 

It cannot but be obferved, that Mr. Hervey, in 
two of his letters, f has repeated the fame argument 
In pretty near the fame words •, and perhaps this 
repetition may difguft the delicate and curious rea- 
der, efpecially as it returns fo foon as within the 
compafs of thirty pages; but it is to be confidered, 
that, they were written at different times; the one 
to a clergyman at Bath in 1743, and the other for 
the fatisfaddion of a lady five years afterwards ; and 
as the objettions were the fame from both, Mr. 
Hervey had a right to return each of them the fame 
anfwer. 

I mud once more trefpafs on my reader’s pati- 
ence, as I cannot conclude without expreffing my 
hopes, that every perfon of candour and judgement 

“ Let. 5i. t Let. 17, & S3- 
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will make the neceflary allowances for thofe differ- 
ent ftates, both of body and mind, which one of 
Mr. Hervey’s weak conftitution mull have under- 
gone in the fpace of five and twenty years, during 
which thefe letters were wrote.—A manifeft ine- 
quality of judgement, of accuracy, and of llyle in 
familiar letters wrote at fuch diftances, with more 
or lefs attention and care, according to the variety 
of circumftances which occur, and without the 
leaft thought of their publication, will appear ; nor 
can it be otherwife expedited indeed from any one. 
—Some of the greateft geniufes of the age, fuch as 
Pope and Swift, have made their apology in the 
fame cafe ; and no one, I am fure, is more juflly 
intitled to the indulgence of the public, than he 
whofe letters are here colledted. 



LETTERS 

Of tke late Reverend 

Mr. JAMES H E II V E Y. 

LETTER I. 

To his Sister. 

Lincoln College, Oxon, Sept. 16, 1733. 

Dear Sijler, 
WAS there, any occafion to apologize for the 

ferious purport of this, it would be fuilici- 
ent to direft you to the date, and the time of its 
inditing ; but I promife myfelf that to you any 
thing of this nature will be unneceflary. For 
though we are in the very prime and fpring of our 
years, flrongly difpofed to admire, and perfectly 
capacitated to relifh the gaieties of youth; yet we 
have been inured to moderate the warmth of our 
appetites, accuftomed to anticipate in our minds the 
days of darknefs, and inceffantly difeiplined into a 
remembrance of our Creator. For my part, I find 
no feafon fo proper to addrefs one of the principal 
fharers of my heart, one of my neareft and deareft 
relations, as that I have at prefent chofe and made 
ufe of, when either an univerfal filence compofes 
the foul, and calms every turbulent emotion, or the 
voice of joy and gladnefs, fpeaking through celef- 
tial mufic, invites to adore the wonders of our Re- 
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deemer’s love, touches upon the firings of the fof- 
teft paffions, and infpires the moft fweet, moft ten- 
der fentiments.' 

As I was the other day traverfmg the fields in 
queft of health, I obferved the fields to have loft 
that profufion of fragrant odours which once per- 
fumed the air, to be difrobed of that rich variety 
of curious dies, which furpafled even Solomon in 
all his glory. Not a fing:e flower appears to glad- 
den the fight, to befpangle the ground, or enamel 
the barren landfcape. The clouds that ere long dif- 
tilled in dews of honey, or poured themfelves forth 
in fiiowers of fatnefs, now combine in torrents to 
overflow the lifelefs earth, to bury or fweep away 
all the faint footfteps of ancient beauty. The hills 
that were crowned with corn, the valleys that laugh- 
ed and fung under loads of golden grain; in a 
word, the whole face of nature, that fo lately re- 
joiced for the abundance of her plenty, is become 
bare, naked, and difconfolate. As I was continu- 
ing my walk, and mufing on this joylefs feene, me- 
thouglit the fudden change exhibited a lively pic- 
ture of our frail and tranfitory ftate; methought 
every object that occurred, feemed filently to fore- 
warn me of my own future condition. 

I dwelt on thefe confiderations till they ferment- 
ed in my fancy, and worked themfelves out in fuch 
like expreflions : “ Whatl^muft we "undergo fo 
“ grievous an alteration ? we, whofe fprightly blood 
« circulates 4n brighteft tides! we, who are the fa- 
“ vourites o* time, on whom youth, and health, and 
“ ftrength, fired their fele&eft influence ! we, who 
« are fo apt to look upon ourfelves as exempt 
« from cares, or pains, or troubles, and privileged 
“ to drink in the fweets of life without refiraint, 
u without alloy ! Muft we forego the funfirine of 
“ our enjoyments for any thing refembling this me- 
“ lancholy gloom ! Mult the fparkling eye fet in 
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“ haggard dimnefs ? the lovely features and glovv- 
“ ing cheeks be obfcured by pale deformity ? muit 
“ foft and gay defires be banilhed from our breads, 
“ or mirth and jollity from our converfation r muft 
“ the vigour of our age fall away like water that 
“ runneth apace, and the blifsful minutes of the 
“ prime of our years vanifh like a dream ? If this 
“ be our cafe, in vain, fure, do we boad ol our 
“ fuperior felicity, in vain do we glory in being the 
“ darlings of heaven. The inanimate creation droop 
“ indeed, ficken and languifh, for a time ; but 
(f quickly revive, rejoice, and again {bine forth in 
“ their brighted ludre : ’tis true, they relinquiflij 
“ at the approach of winter, their verdant honours, 
“ but red fully adured of receiving them with inte- 
“ red from the fucceeding fpring. But man, when 
“ he has paffeil the autumn of his maturity, when he 
“ has once refigned himfelf into the cold embraces 
“ of age, bids a long, an eternal adieu to all that 
“ is entertaining, amiable, or endearing ; no plea- 
“ fi»g expectations rcfrefh his mind ; not the lead 
“ dawnings of hope glimnter in to qualify the dark- 
“ fome looking for of death.” 

I had not long indulged thefe bitter reflections, 
before I efpied a remedy for thofe fore evils which 
occafioned them. Though I perceived all our paf- 
fionate delights to be vanity, and the ifFue of them 
vexation of fpirit; yet I faw likewife rh;;t virtue 
was fubdantial, and her fruits joy and peace ; that 
though all things came to an end, the ways of wif- 
dom were exceeding broad. The feeds of piety, if 
implanted in our tender breads, duly cherifhed, 
and conftantly cultivated, will bud and bloffom e- 
ven in the winter of our days; and when white and 
red fhall be no more, when all the outward embel- 
lifhments of our little fabric {hall difappear, this 
will dill flourifh in immortal bloom. To walk hum- 
bly with our God, dutifully with our parents, and 

B 
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charitably with all, will be an inexhauftib! fource 
of never-ceafmg comforts. What though we fhall 
fometimes be unable to hear the voice of finging 
men and finging women ; though all the feirfes 
prove falfe to their truft, and rcfufe to be any lon- 
ger inlets of pleafure ; ’tis now, dear filler, ’tis now 
in our power to make fuch happy provifions, as e- 
ven then, in thofe forlorn circumllances, may 
charm our memories with ravifliing recolle£lions, 
and regale all our faculties with the continual feaft 
of an applauding confidence. What fweet com- 
placency, what unfpeakable fatisfa£lion lhall we 
reap from the contemplations of an uninterrupt- 
ed feries of fpotlefs actions ! No prefent uneafinef- 
fes will prompt us impatiently to wifh for dilfolu- 
tion, nor anxious fears for futurity make us immo- 
derately dread the impending llroke ; all will be 
calm, eafy, and ferene; ail will be foothed by this 
precious, this invaluable thought, that by reafon of 
tHe meeknefs, the innocence, the purity, and o- 
ther Chriltian graces which adorned the feveral 
llages of our progrefs through the world, our names 
and our alhes will be embalmed, the chambers of 
our tomb confecrated into a paradife of reft, and 
our fouls, white as our locks, by an eafy tranfi- 
tion, become angels of light. I am, with love to 
my brother, 

Dear fifter, 
Your moft aftecliona'te brother, 

James H e r v e t. 

LETTER II. 

To his Sister. 

Lincoln College, Oxon. March 28, t 734- 

Lear Sijler, 
IT is now a confiderable time fince I enjoyed the 

true and real pleafure of your company. I fay 
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true and real, becaufe my fancy has often took its 
flight to Hardingfton, and delighted itfelf with the 
imaginary ccnverfaticn of you and my other dear 
relations; I have frequently recollected, and as it 
were adled over again in my mind, the many plea- 
fmg hours we have fpent together in reading holy 
and edifying books, or difcournng on pious and 
ufeful fubjefts. And methinks I fhould have been 
exceeding glad to have had the fatisfaftion yet more 
improved, by receiving a letter from you } which 
1 am fure would have been full of the moft tender 
endearments of love and affection, and, I hope, 
would not have wanted expreffions of true religion 
and virtue ; and could I but once fee that, could I 
but obfcrve ourfelves not only dwelling together in 
unity, but travelling hand and hand towards the hea- 
venly Jerufalem, mutually encouraging and alfilting 
one another to fight the good fight, to lay hold on 
eternal life, then fhould I greatly rejoice, then 
fhould I begin to live. 

I hope I may now congratulate your pcrfeft re- 
covery ; how'ever, I am certain there is great rea- 
fon for congratulation, on account of your being fo 
choice a favourite of heaven, as your frequent fick- 
nefles, and often infirmities fpeak you to be. Our 
gracious Father, though an indulgent lover of all 
mankind, feems to watch over you with more than 
ordinary care and concern, to be extremely defirous, 
nay, even felicitous for your falvation. How does 
his goodnefs endeavour, by the repeated, though 
lighted: drokes of his rod, to cure w'hatever is dif- 
ordered, to rectify w'hatever is amifs in you ? How 
dudioufly does he feek, by laying you on a lick-bed, 
to make you fee yourfelf and all things elfc in a true 
and proper light; to point out to you your frailties 
and follies, your darling luds, and the fins that do 
mod eafily befet you ; to convince you, that you are 
only a fojourner here upon earth, your body a poor 
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frail and corruptible houfe of clay, your foul a 
bright, glorious, and immortal being, that is hall- 
ening to the fruition of God, and to manfions of e- 
ternal relt; to difcover to you the vanity, mean- 
nefs, and contemptible littlenefs of this world, and 
the worth, the importance, and amazing greatnefs 
of the next. Do not then hold out againfl thefe 
kind calls to repentance and amendment; do not 
refill fuch earneft importunities, i’uch fweet folici- 
tations. But fuffer yourfelf, by this loving correc- 
tion, to be made great; great in humility, holinefs 
and happinefs. Humble yourfelf under the mighty 
hand of God ; and by a hearty borrow for your pall 
faults, and a firm refolution of obedience for the 
future, let this fatherly chaftifement bring forth in 
you the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs. Oh 1 let 
us dread, let us tremble, to rejebl any longer the 
tenders of grace, left we awake at length his juftice, 
and draw down vengeance upon ourfelves; left our 
vifitation be not in love and with kindnefs, but in 
heavy difpleafure and with fury poured out; left his 
next difpenlation be not a merciful feverity, but in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguilh. 

Sure I cannot but admire that adorable wifdom 
which has contrived all things, fo evidently and fo 
dire&ly to youf advantage ! Your late illnefs has, I 
doubt not, begot in you ferious thoughts and holy 
difpofitions ; and thefe, I Hatter myfelf, will be nou- 
rifhed by the reception of the blefied facrament the 
following Eajler. Let us, dear fifter, break oft' our 
fins by repentance ; let us amend our lives, and 
begin from this very inftant to deny all ungodlinefs 
and worldly lulls, and live foberly, righteoufiy, and 
godly in the prefent world. So lhall we anfwer the 
good ends of our ficknefs , fo lhall we be meet pui- 
takers of thofe holy mylteries here, and enjoy an in- 
heritance amongft the faints in light hereafter.— 
And now I cannot but acquaint you, how earneltly 
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I wifhed that you and others of my neighbo’’.;s 
{with whom I have difcourfed upon this fubje£t) 
were giving devout attendance to the prayers and 
praifes that were offered up laft Monday in your 
church, as likewife, how I fhould rejoice with ex- 
ceeding great joy, to hear that both you and they 
continue ibedfaft, or rather abound more and more 
in the practice of this and fuch other religious du- 
ties. And if you think the defire of my heart, and 
the longings of my foul, are of any weight with any 
of them, pray let them know how I hope, defire, 
and pray that we may be worthy communicants, 
by an immediate forfaking of all wicked ways, and 
a thorough amendment, as well as an unfhaken 
refolution to perfevere and advance in that amend- 
ment. 

My kind refpe&s to all that yflli fhall {hew or 
read this letter to; defire them not to forget me in 
their prayers: let ** and ** know, that I often 
think of them, and hope they fometimes remember 
me, and the 'words that I have often fpoke to them. 
—I am, &c. 

James Hervey. 

LETTER III. 

Lincoln College, Oxon. May 2, 1734. 

Dear Sijfcr, 
I finding myfelf in a writing humour, and remem- 

bering that I had formerly promifed you an 
entertaining prefent, and being fenfible of the de- 
cency oi introducing it with an epiftle; upon thefe 
accounts { again fet pen to paper, and addrefs you, 
notv. i.n ..iding you have fo very lately received a 
1< ter from me. By an afe^ ;’. y-entertaining prefent, 
I nT-m inch an on- as w .1 improve and edify, at 
the lame time that it diuerts and delights; as will 
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not only make you eafy to yourfelf and agreeable to 
others, but alfo good, and holy, and wife unto fal- 
vation. Now I fcarce know any human compofi- 
tion more likely to promote thefe excellent purpo- 
fes, than this poem on the laft day. # For being in 
vcrfe, and fet off.,with all the graces of fpeech and 
thought, it cannot fail of charming, as well the nice 
ear as the found, judgement. And as for the fubjedt, 
fure nothing can be more prodigioudy pleafing, than 
to read of that happy time which fhall be the be- 
ginning of a blifsful eternity ; when our Redeemer, 
by his mighty power, fhall change our vile bodies, 
that they may be like unto his glorious body, and 
tranflate us from a ftate of corruption in the grave, 
to fhine forth as the fun in the kingdom of our Fa- 
ther. And every one muft own, that the mod en- 
gaging perfuafiOHs to piety and holinefs of conver- 
iation, are drawn from the tecompence of a future 
invaluable reward; and that the molt lovereign 
prefervative againft all ungodlinels and wordly luffs, 
is the terrors, the ,infupportable terrors of the Lord. 
If therefore you would pleafe yourfelf, refine your 
tafte, or have the prabtice of religion pleafing, in- 
ffead of plays, ballads, and other corrupt writings, 
read this almoft divitie piece of poetry ; read it (as 
I have done) over and over j think upon it, endea- 
vour to digeft it thoroughly, and even to get by 
heart the mefft moving paffages ; and then I trulh 
you will find it anfwer the ends I purpofe in fend- 
ing it. 

You will excufe me from exercifing my poetical 
Talent, fince there are already two copies of recom- 
mendatory verfes, and becaufe I perceive fuch an 
attempt will be either very abfurd or very danger- 
ous For fhould I tack together a few doggrel 
rhymes, this would be an affront to you ; whereas. 

* Dr. Young. 
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fhouki I fucceed fo well as to gain the applanfe of 
my readers, this I am fare would portend very great 
harm, if not to you, yet moft certainly to me. For 
what can portend greater harm than the words of 
praife ; which, though fmoother than oil, yet be 
they very fwords! What can be more deftruclive 
of that humble mind which was in Chrilt Jefus, 
that meek and lowly fpirit which is in the fight of 
God of great price ! I am fo far from carrying on 
my verfifying defigns, that I heartily wifli I had 
never conceived any; that thofe lines I fent to my 
coufin ***** had either never been made, or that 
I had never heard them commended. Pride and 
vanity are foolilh and unreafonable in duff and afh- 
es, and, which is w orfe, odious and deteftable be- 
fore infinite perfedfion and infinite power. Oh ! 
let you and me then dread whatever may adminifter 
fewel to thefe w'orfl of tempers, more than the poi- 
fon of afps, or the peflilence that walketh in dark- 
nefs. Let us pray againft feeking, defiring, or tak- 
ing pleafure in the honour that cometh of mem 
And if at any time the flattering tongue, that fnare 
of death, (hall overtake us, let us inftantly fly unto 
our Saviour, and complain unto our God ; then let 
us remember, and remembering, let us acknow- 
ledge, that we are nothing, have nothing, and de- 
fer ve nothing but fhame and contempt, but mifery 
and punifhment. 

I hope you was fo happy as to receive the holy 
facrament this Eafter; and I beg of you to be fo 
wife as well to underhand and often to confider what 
you then did. We gave up ourfelves, our fouls and 
bodies, to be a reafonable, holy and lively facrifice 
to God: fo that we muft look upon ourfelves as hav- 
ing now no longer any right or title to ourfelves, 
but as our heavenly Maher’s foie property; we may 
not follow our own, but muh do his will in all 
tilings. We undertook to lead a new life, to fol- 
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low the commandments of God, and to walk hence- 
forth in his holy ways ; and this, and whatever elfe 
we promifed at that facred altar, we muft endea- 
vour to perform, if we hope to enter into heaven. 
Let therefore no day pafs without reflefting on the 
folemn engagement we have made, and without ex- 
amining whether we have a£fed up to it. Let us 
not imagine that we did the whole of our duty, 
when we took the confecrated elements into our 
mouths ; but be convinced, that we only, as it were 
lilted ourfelves afrelh under our Captain’s banner, 
and that the fcrvice, the fight againft his and our e- 
nemies, is to be hourly renewed, and conltantly 
maintained even unto death.—I am, &c. 

James Hervey. 

LETTER IV. 

Dear Sijlery Oxon. March II, 1735- 

YEfterday the judge came hither, and to day the 
affizes begin. I lhall go to hear the affize- 

fermon prefently. This cannot but put us in mind 
of that great account we muft all give before the 
judgement-feat of Chrift. How melancholy a fight 
is it, to fee a poor criminal go up to the bar ! All 
he has is no longer his own ; his very life is in the 
power of the magiftrate ; and he is in great danger 
of a fpeedy death. And if this be fo dreadful, how 
infinitely more dreadful will it be to appear before 
a more ftri£t and awful tribunal ? The good Lord 
grant, that you and I may not be call in that tre- 
mendous trial! A trial that will be undergone be- 
fore angels and God ; upon the iffue of which, our 
eternal life will depend. Was I to wdh a with for 
the deareft friend in the world; ir fhould not be for 
gold, or jewels, or apparel; theft dongs are fading, 
and the fafhion oi them paileth away; but it fhould 
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be For. a favourable fentence in that laft and great 
day. Will not the archangel Ihortly found the 
trump ? Will not all the dead come forth of their 
graves, and the Ancient of days fit! How valu- 
able then will an humble and holy life be ! If you 
and I be found with the wedding-garment on, we 
(hall doubtlefs enter into the joy of our Lord, never 
to die, never to grieve, never to be parted more. 
But if we fhould either of us be negligent in this 
matter ; if we fhould be furprifed without oil in 
our lamps ; oh ! the fearfuluefs and trembling that 
will come upon us ! the horrible dread that will o- 
verwhelm us ! to think that we mult be for ever 
Ihut out of heaven, banifhed eternally from the 
prefence of God, the fociety of faints, and the ful- 
nefs of joy 1 If you or I were to be torn from our 

. kindred, and our father’s houfe, and hurried away 
captive into a foreign country; there to be chained 
to the galleys, or condemned to the mines: how 
would this grieve both us and our dear relations! 
how would it pierce our fouls as a fword ! If this 
be fad, (as certainly it is,) alas ! what will it be, to 
be everlaftingly feparated by the unpaflable gulf ? 
for one to be caught up to heaven, and there to be 
ever with the Lord; and for the other to be thruft 
down into torments, and dwell with wailing and 
gnafhing of teeth ? Dear lifter, let us confider 
this ; and give all diligence to make our calling and 
election fure -, that when the changes and chances 
of this mortal life are over, we may meet and live 
together in glory everlafting. Which is, and fhall 
be, the hearty prayer of,—your, &c. 

James Hervey. 

LETTER V. 
Good Madam, Dutnmer, May 7, 1737. 

PRay be pleafed to caft your eye to the bottom, 
and obferve who it is that defires to befpeak 
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you. It is one who knows himfelf to have been 
guilty of the moft flighting behaviour, and to have 
deferved, in return, your greateft difdain. If after 
you perceive his name to be Hervey,—that Hervey 
who was fo lately and fo long in London, without 
ever waiting upon Mrs. ***; without paying his 
refpe&s to her who merits fo much the elteem of e- 
very Chriftian ; v/ithout any thankful acknowledg- 
ment for her kind wifhes fo often conceived, and 
her prevailing prayers fo often put up in his be- 
half?—if, Madam, after you are informed of all 
this, you can bear to give the remainder of the pa- 
per a favourable reading, I fhall not only account 
myfelf highly obliged to your good-nature, but 
when I have an occafion to put up an affront, and 
to exercife forgivenefs, I will think upon it as a 
pattern. 

On Sunday I was called out by Providence from 
my own flock, to preach at two ftrange churches. 
They lay at a confiderable difiance from each other, 
and from Dummer ; fo that in palling to them, 
and repairing again to my own parifh, I travelled a 
good many miles. All the way I went along, I was 
entertained in the fineft manner imaginable ; far 
more finely than mine, or, I may venture to fay, 
than any words can deferibe. I wifh I had the glow- 
ing colours, the accurate pencil, and rhe mafterly 
genius of fome firll-rate painter, that I might draw 
out, with as little injuftice as poiiible, the lovely 
landfcape, and make a prefent, in fome degree, 
worthy your acceptance. The air was in its belt 
temperament; neither fo hot as to enfeeble or di- 
fpirit, nor fo cold as to caufe any uneafy chilnels. 
It was fit to recommend and fet off the moft agree- 
able objects, and to be the vehicle of perfumes, not 
much inferior to myrrh, aloes, and caffia. I was 
in company with a gentleman of a clear underftand- 
ing, and a tolerable fhare of reading ; he had feen 
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: much of the world, and had a very deep piercing 
i infight into things ; he could talk judicioufly upon 
I moft topics, and would fometimes bellow fome 
i hints upon religious ones. So that when I was dif- 
; pofed for converfation, I could have immediate re- 

courfe to one that would refine my tafte, and im- 
prove my judgement, if not miniller grace to my 

! heart. The face of the Ikies alfo confpired to ren- 
der every profpetl completely pleafant; it was deck- 
ed and diverfified with filver-like clouds ; not fuch 
as were charged with heavy rains, but fuch as pre- 
vented the annoyance of one continued glare, and 
changed the funfhine frequently for a welcome 
T ade ; fuch as ferved for a foil to the unfullied e- 
th ;re<d blue. Thus did God order all circumftan- 
ces, fo as to render our ride exceedingly delightful. 
At our tirft fetting out, we went over Itrong ground; 
where no feed was fown, and fo no fruit could 
grow. Its ufeieiThefs w'as not owing to any defeat 
in point of fertility, but to a want of being ma- 
nured. 

Is not this the cafe of many immortal fouls, who 
are born with blefled difpofitions, and bid fair for 
becoming eminent faints, but are loll and fpoiled 
for want of care and inftrudlion ? O for faithful 
fhepherds to feek them, for induftrious hulband- 
men to cultivate them ! Send, Lord, a plenty of 
fuch to work in thy vineyard, and to watch over 
thy Iheep ! This coarfe beginning, though it had 
no form nor comelinefs in itfelf, yet tended to give 
an additional verdure to the fucceeding feenes. So 
the bottomlefs pit, and the unquenchable fire, 
though infinitely formidable, will create in the e- 
lea a more tafteful relilh and enjoyment of their 
heavenly felicity. We made more hafte than ordi- 
nary, to get away from this barren fpot. For why 
fhould any one tarry in fuch a place, or frequent 
fuch acquaintance, where all that occurs is vain 
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and unprofitable ? where nothing truly beneficial 
can either be imparted or acquired ? The fooner 
we are delivered from fuch a fituation, the better ; 
no departure can be abrupt, no flight precipitate. 
When we were advanced a little farther, we enter- 
ed upon a large inclofure. Here were all the foot- 
fteps of a commendable and fuccefsful indufiry.: 
The wheat was in the blade, and fprang up with a 
plenteous increafe, and in goodly array. It was: 
not choked with weeds, i\pr embarrafl'ed with 
thiflles, but, like a clean and even mantle, covered 
the plain : a prefent credit, and likely to be a fu- 
ture comfort to its owner. This fuggefted to me 
the value of a diligent hand, that portion which it 
is in every one’s power to bequeath to himfelf. All 
the affairs of the flothful are like the mountains 
of Gilboa, on which there was no dew, neither 
rain, nor fields of offerings. ^ But where there is 
prudence and diferetion to contrive, and a Heady 
fervour to execute, there, whatfoever is undertaken, 
will, in all probability, profper. By a fpirit of man- 
agement, even the wildefneis may be brought to 
bud and bloffom as a rofe: and wras there fuch a 
fpirit in the profefibrs of religion, it would prompt 
them to be, like Dorcas, full of good works; or, 
like the great apoftie, continually afpiring after 
frefh and higher meafures of perfeftion. We fhould 
be frugal of our time, careful of all our talents, 
and molt laudably covetous of every grain of im- 
provement in piety. We held on our courfe, ad- 
miring ftiil as we went, the teeming earth, the in- 
fant corn, and the pregnant promifes of a prodigi- 
ous harveft. This led me to mule upon one of the 
diftinguifhing dodtrines of Chriftianity, I mean the 
general refurreftion. It convinced me how perfect- 
ly poffible it is with God to raife the dead j it gave 
me alfo a glknpfe of that perfection of beauty, to 

v which the bodies of the jult lhall rife. For a little 
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*while ago, I beheld, and lo ! the whole vegetable 

■world was naked and bare, without any ornaments, 
or fo much as one amiable feature, like fome wi- 
thered, wrinkled, deformed hag. But now how 
charmingly it appears, and fmiles, and fliines ! No 
virgin is more gay and blooming, no bride is bet- 
ter arrayed, or more fparkling. And if God fo 
enlivens and clothes the grafs of the earth, and the 
tenants of the field, how much more flial! he quick- 
en and ennoble our mortal bodies, which we hope 
are the temples of the Holy Gliofi; ? Several of 
our dear friends we have accompanied to the grave: 
we faw with weeping eyes their poor bones depo- 
fited in the dull. But henceforth let us dry up our 
forrows ; they are not to periih, but to be purified 
in thofe gloomy chambers. The hour is coming, 
when the Lord himfelf {hall defeend from heaven, 
with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of 
God. Then {hall they hear the almighty fummons, 
and fpring from their confinement like to a roe, or 

t to a young hart upon the mountains of fpices. * 
[ Then will they look forth from their dark abodes 
as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the fun;f 

iinever more to return to corruption, but to fiourilh 
lin immortal vig9ur and youth. This is a pleafmg 
(meditation, and deferves to be indulged ; but at this 
time, it muft give place to others. Our next remove 

iwas to a lane, fet on either fide with lofty trees 
and humble fiirubs. Here the profpect was con- 
ftradted, and we had nothing left to contemplate, 
but our branching and leafy mound. The little 
boughs, clad with a cheering green, were refreth- 
mg to the eyes; and it was curious to obferve, how 
every different plant was decked with a different li- 
very. Here the twigs were gemmed with buds juft 
ready to open and unfold; there they urere alreadv 

* Cant. vjii. -4. 
c 

f C.’.n*. vi. 10. 
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opened into bloflbms, and garniflied the pointed 
thorns ; fo that they were very delicate to look up- 
on, though dangerous to touch. Oh ! the adora- 
ble efficacy of the divine voice ! how powerfully 
and how laftinpdy it operates ! God faid once, Let 
the earth bring forth; he fpake not twice, and yet 
how punftually does nature obey this lingle com- 
mand ! Several thoufand years are gone about, nor 
is its force evacuated, impaired, or at all diminiffi- 
ed. It endureth in full authority to this day, and 

- is ftill a molt binding law to all the material world. 
O that men would lay this to heart, and learn a 
leflbn of obedience from the inanimate creation ! 
All other things continue according to their Ma- 
ker’s ordinance ; and ffiall man be the only rebel in 
th^ kingdom of nature ? Shall man alone make 
the word of Omnipotence to be of none effedl ? 
While our fight was regaled in this manner, a fet 
of -chiming bells faluted our ears with a folemn and 
ferene harmony. It had no great diverfity of flops, 
nor artful mixture of notes ; but fure it was moft 
gladdening mufic, and fpoke a heavenly meaning. 
It was calculated to infpireduch a joy as the royal 
pfalmift felt, when h^ heard the acceptable invita- 
tion of going up to the houfe of the Lord. On a 
fudden, when we were leaft apprehenfive of it, the 
wind wheeled about, aiM bore away the filver 
founds. But it was only to bring them back again 
as unexpeftedly, with the freffi pleafure of a grate- 
ful furprife. Here I thought of the fweet influen- 
ces of grace, and wiflied for that happy time, when 
the vifits of the blelTed Spirit will be uninterrupted. 
Quickly the lawns and plains difappeared again, 
and we dived into a wood. Numbers of fpnghtly 
'birds, hopping and finging among the branches, 
folaced us as we palled. We thanked the pretty 
fongfters, and bid them go on to fupply our lack of 
praife. But what mofi of ail affected us, being 



Let. 5. O F L E T T E R S. 29 
altogether new, was the,warbling of the nightingale. 
What a tuneful throat has that charming creature, 
and what an unwearied ufe does fhe make of it ! 
I myfelf heard her melody in the day-time, and I 
am told in the night-feafon alfb Ihe takes no reft. 
How fovereign and undeferved is the goodnefs of 
the Lord to the children of men ! The pipe of this 
wakeful choirifter, though now fo incefl'ant in 
thankfgiving, muft foon be fealed up in endlefs fi- 
lence : while the mouth of dull and ungrateful mor- 
tals will be filled v. ith everlafting anthems. The 
air was impregnated with fweets; and, without 
mone_y, or without price, we breathed in fuch a 
delicious fragrance, as far excelled the powders of 
the merchant. * This put me in mind of fome 
beautiful lines of the great Milton : 

 Now gentle gales 
Fanning their odoriferous wings difpenfe 
Native perfumes, and whilper whence they ftole 
Thofe balmy fpoils. 

The other recalled to my memory part of a di- 
vine defcription, vaftly fuperior to Milton’s. Lo, 
the winter is paft, the rain is over and gone. The 
flowers appear on the earth, the time of the Ting- 
ing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land.f 

Two of our fenfes being fo exquifitely gratified 
we were in no hafte to leave the place, though it 
was narrow, and afforded no other profpeH but the 
flaming canopy over our heads. But as foon as we 
were emerged from this fylvan path, what won- 
ders prefented themfelves to our view ! 1 think I 
was fcarce ever more agreeably ftartled in my life. 
We flood upon the brow of a hill, and underneath 
were tra£ls of level ground of an immenfe cir- 

C 2 
* Cant. iii. 6. ■\ Can1-, ii. u, i*. 



30 A COLLECTION Let. 6. 
cuinference. The labouring eye coiiM hardly de- 
fery the utmoft bounds. The whole fcenc, being 
parcelied out among a variety of tillers, and pro- 
ducing variety of fruits, was like a noble piece of 
chequer-work. The nearer parts, and thofe dif- 
linctly difcernable, were replenifhed with rural 
riches. The folds were full of fheep anvd of lambs, 
friiking by tlie fide of their fleecy dams. The val- 
leys flood fo thick with corn, that they even laugh- 
ed and fung. One fpot was not fprinkled, but 
feemed to be overlaid with a profufion of flowers, 
as the roof of the temple was with gold ; another 
was, as it were, enamelled, like an embroidered 
carpet, with a well-proportioned diftribution ; fome 
of them yellow as oranges, fome white as fnow, 
fome tinged with a border as red as blood. The 
towns and villages interfperfed here and there, look- 
ed like the tiny tents of the fabled fairies Num- 
berlefs other beauties glanced upon my fight; but 
as I had not then leifure to examine them, fo nei- 
ther have I now room to relate them. O that thefe, 
and all the charms of the delightful feafon, may 
lead up every fpedlator’s thoughts to the inimitable 
glories of heaven. And while the eye feafts upon 
them, let every tongue acknowledge to the honour 
of the all-creating God ; 

Thefe are thy glorious works. Parent of good ! 
Almighty ! thine this univerfal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair : thyfelf how wondrous then! 

I am, &c. 
James H e r v e y. 

LETTER VI. 

Dear Brother, Dummer, June 27, 1737. 
I Find you are at London looking out for a trade 

and a mafter to fet yourfelf to. I hope, you 



Let. 6. OF LETTERS. 31 
pray earneftly to God to guide you in your choice 
by his infinite wifdom. He only knows what kind 
of employ will be beft for you ; in wdiat family or 
neighbourhood .you will have the moft helps and 
encouragements to holinefs ; where you will be 
moft expofed to temptations, to evil company, and 
to an early corruption. Therefore, remember 
what you have learned in the 3d chapter of Pro- 
verbs, and now, above all other times, put in prac- 
tice : “ In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
“ ftiall diretf thy paths.” Befeech. the all-wife God 
to go before you in this weighty undertaking, and 
to lead you to fuch a mafter, and to fettle you in 
fuch a place, where you may, the moft advanta- 
geoufly, work out your falvation. Defire alfo your 
honoured mother, and mine, to have a great re- 
gard to your foul, and the things that make for its 
welfare, in putting you out. Let it be inquired, 
not only whether fuch a tradefman be a man of fub- 
ftance and credit, but whether he'be alfo a man 
of religion and godlinefs ? whether he be a lover 
of good people ? a careful frequenter of the church? 
whether his children be well nurtured and educated 
in the fear of the Lord ? whether family-prayer be 
daily offered up in his houfe ? whether he believes 
that the fouls of his fervants are committed to his 
truft, and that he will be anfwerahle for the negiedt 
of them at the judgement-feat; It will be fadly ha- 
zardous to ^venture yourfelf under the roof of any 
perfon, who is not furniflied with thefe principles, 
or is a ftranger to thefe pradfices. But, if he be 
quite contrary to all thefe, a defpifer of God and 
goodnefs, wholly devoted to carnal pleafure, and 
worldly gain ; if he not only omit the religious care 
and overfight of his houfhold, but alfo let them a 
wicked and corrupt example j—Jet nothing induce 
you to enter into his fervice. A lewd, drinking, 
{wearing, cheating mafter, will be fure to dif/egari 
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the iobriety and purity of your behaviour, and ve- 
ry likely to corrupt it. To have his diforderly car- 
riage daily before your eyes, will be as dangerous 
as to lodge in a plague-houfe. Wherefore, let no 
confideration of profit, or advantage, or of any o- 
ther fort, prevail with you to become an apprentice 
to fuch a one. If you do, depend on it, you breathe 
tainted air; and it is much but you catch the dead- 
ly infection.—After you are bound to a mailer, 
you muft be as diligent in doing your duty to him, 
as. you Ihould be of examining into his charadler 
before you are bound. As I have given you my 
advice concerning the latter of thefe particulars, I 
fancy you will not take it amifs, if I give you fome 
directions concerning the former. As icon as you 
are bound, you are at your mafter’s* and not at 
your own difpofal : he has then a right to your 
hands, your llrength, and all that you can do. He 
becomes a fort of parent to you; and though not 
a natural, yet'a civil father. You are alfo obliged, 
not only by the laws of your country, and the te- 
nor of your indentures, but by the 5th command- 
ment of God, to pay him ail due fubmiffion and 
honour. To do this, is a moll material part of 
vour.dutv, as. a Chrillian, as well as your unde- 
niable debt, as an apprentice. It is required of 
you by God, in .holy feripture; and you mull 
not once imagine that you do what is pleafing to 
him, unlcfs you confcientioufiy perform it. Now, 
that you may know what it is that your mailer will 
expe£t from -you, and what it is that the Lord has 
enjoined you, with regard to him, remember, it 
confilts, firft, in reverence of his perfon ; fecond- 
ly, in obedience to his commands; and, thirdly, 
in faithfulnefs in his bufinefs. 

Firll, in reverence of his perfon. You mull 
efleem him very highly for his fuperiority’s fake, 
a.nd the refemblance he bears to God. For God, 
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who made you, and has an uncontroulable power 
over you, has communicated fome of that power 
to your mafter; fo that you are to look upon him 
as the reprefentative, in fome fort, of the divine 
Majefty, and inverted with fqme of his authority. 
Accordingly St. Paul fays, 1 Tim. vi 1. You 
murt count him worthy of all honour ; all, i. e. 
internal and external, that of the adfions and words, 
as well as that of the heart. It is not enough to 
maintain a worthy ’eftimation inwardly; but vou 
mult let it appear on all occafions outwardly, by 
behaving yourfelf very obligingly to him before his 
face, and by fpeaking very refpedtfully of him be- 
hind his back. Suppofe you ihould difcern failings 
and infirmities in him, you muft by no means di- 
vulge them, or make yourfelf merry with them, 
much lefs.muft you dare to fet light by any of his 
orders. Whatever you have reafon to think will 
grieve or difpleafe him, will be prejudicial or offen- 
five to him, that you inurt cautiouliy forbear. 

Secondly, Obedience to his commands. See how 
full the apoltle fpeaks to this purpofe, Col. iii. 22. 
Servants, obey in ail things your mailers according 
to the tleih. Obferve likewife, from this paflage, 
not only the necellky, but alio the compafs and la- 
titude of your obedience •, how large and extenfive 
it is- It reaches not barely to a few, but to all and 
every inltance. If you fhould receive orders that 
are ever fo much again!! the grain of your own in- 
clination, you muft force yourfelf to comply with 
them ; receive them as you ufed to do naufeous 
phyfic ; though they may be unpleafant at firft, they 
will do you good, and be comfortable to you after- 
wards ; your own pleafure muft always ftoop, and 
give way to your mailer’s. If he fets you fuch a talk 
as is mean and ignoble, and fuch as (according to the 
expreflion of the world) is beneath a gentleman’s 
fon, do not fcruple it, dear brother, but difpatch 

« 
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it cheerfully. Remember who hath faid, Servants, 
obey your mafters in all things. And oh ! remem- 
ber, that be we as well born and bred as we will, 
yet he that was higher than the higheft of us all, 
even the mofl; excellent and illuftrious perfon that 
ever lived, condefcended to the lowelt and (fuch as 
our fine folks would account the) lhamefulleft <5ifi- 
ces. The Lord Jefus Chrift, though the brightnefs 
of his Father’s glory, difdained not to wafh his dil- 
ciples’ feet. Neither be deje6ted becaufe you are 
treated iu an unworthy manner, or fet to do fome 
mean and low office for him, or his family ; but 
rejoice rather in that you are made like unto your 
Redeemer, and in the happy profpefl you will have 
of becoming great in heaven, by being fo little on 
earth. I am aware this piece of advice is not fo un- 
exceptionable as the reft jit may polfibly be adjudged 
the mark of too yielding and fneaking a fpirit ; 
but never forget, that the things which are molt 
highly efteemed by God, are held in lead; repute 
by men. I know, and am fure, that if any ap- 
prentice would make fuch a compliance for the 
fake of preferving peace, and out of confidence to 
the command of God, and with an eye to the ex- 
ample of Chrift, there is a day coming when he 
will not repent of it j when it will not be deemed a 
blot in his character, but be an ornament of grace 
to his head, and more comely than chains about 
his neck. * Well, you fee your obedience mult be 
univerfal; you mult come when he calls you, and 
go where he bids you ; do all that he commands 
you, and let alone all that he forbids you. This 
giuft, moreover, be done, not grudgingly, or of 
neceffity, but readily and gladly : for hear what the 
feripture faith, Whatfoever ye do, do it heartily j f 
and again, With good will do fervice ; j; fo that 

* Piov. i. 9. •j- Col. Hi. *3. j Eph. vi. 7. 
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we muft not creep, but be quick am? expeditious in 
our bufinefs, howfoever difagreeable. You muft 
not go about it w'ith grumbling words and mutter- 
ing in your mouth, but with lo fatislied an air, as 
may ftiew that you are pleafed with whatever pleafes 
your mafter. 

Thirdly, In faithfulnefs in his bufinefs. This is 
the laft branch of your duty to your mafter; and 
fmee Mofes has obtained an honourable teftimony, 
on this account, be you alfo faithful in all his 
houfe. * You may find this, as indeed all the qua- 
lifications of a good tenant, deferibed by St. Paul, 
(Tit. ii. jo. ) Not purloining, fays he, but Ihewing 
all fidelity. You are charged not to purloin, i. e. 
not to keep back from your mafter, not to.put into 
vour own pocket, nor convert to your own ufe, 
any of that money, which, in the way of trade, 
pafies through your hands. You were taught from 
your childhood, to keep your hands from picking 
and ftealing, and I hope you abhor fueft abomina- 
ble practices from the bottom of your heart. You 
muft not fell at a cheaper, and buy at a dearer rate, 
in order to have fome valuable confideration made 
you privily in your own perfon. Thefe differ from 
robbing on the highway, (they are flagrant arts of 
difhonefty, and will cry to heaven for vengeance,) 
only in being lefs open and notorious. Such tricks 
and viikiious devices do the fame thing by craft and 
treachery, as houfe breaker.; do by force and vio- 
lence. Therefore, dear brother, renounce, deteft, 
and fly from them as much as from fire, arrows, 
and death. Befides, you are not only to abftain 
from fuch clandeftine knavery, but alfo to fhew all 
good fidelity. What is meant by this, you may un- 
derhand, by reading how Jofeph conducted him- 
felf in Potiphar’s fervice. Your mafter, it is likely. 

* Heb. iii. 5. 
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will commit the management of fofne of liis affairs 
to you ; and you muff endeavour, by a difcreet be- 
haviour, and a pious life, to bring the bleffing of 
the Lord upon all that you take in hand. You 
muff lay out your time and your labour, and give 
all diligence to anfwer the trull repofed in you. 
You mull not delay the bufmefs which is urgent, 
nor do your work by halves, nor transfer that to 
others which is expected you fhould do yourfelf. 
The dothfui man, fays Solomon, is brother to him 
that is a great waller; therefore you mull avoid 
idlenefs, and careleffnefs. In a word, you mull do 
nothing knowingly and wilfully that is likely to im- 
poverilh your mailer, but feek by all lawful and 
laudable means to increafe his fubltance. Ail this 
you mult obferve, not only when he Hands by you, 
and infpects you, but when his back is turned, and 
you are removed from his view; otherwife your 
iervice is nothing but eye-fervice, fuch as will prove 
odious to man, and is already condemned by God. 
For if you appear to be indultrious, and in earnelt, 
before your mailer, but to loiter and trifle when 
out of fight, you will be chargeable with hypo- 
crify •, a fin extremely hateful to Chrilt, and griev- 
oully pernicious to the foul.—But I am afraid I 
tire you ; this one fentence, therefore, and I have 
done. You mull carry yourfelf, throughout the 
whole courfe of your apprenticelhip, fo refpedlful- 
ly, fo obediently, fo faithfully, that at the end of 
it you may truly fay with jacob, With all my power 
I have ferved your father. I had more to write, 
but will fend you (if you care to accept it) the re- 
mainder fome other time. May God'blefs you all, 

' and your affe£lionate brother, &c. 
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LETTER VII. 
My dear friends, the inhabitants of Collingtree, near 

Northampton, Dummer, June 29, 1737. 

I Received the letter wrote in your name, and 
figned with your hands, and was very well 

pleafed with its contents. I am glad that you are 
ail in good health, and am obliged to you for re- 
taining fo honourable a remembrance of an unwor- 
thy youth. Your defire to have a careful clergy- 
man fettled among you is perfectly right and lauda- 
ble. But I fear you make an over-favourable and 
miftaken judgement, when you imagine me to be 
fuch an one, and pitch upon me for that purpofe. 
However, letting this pafs; it is, I fay, well and 
wifely done of you, to be folicitous in this matter. 
For a minifter is a perfonofthe greateft importance 
imaginable ; his office is of the moil univerfal con- 
cernment ; and his demeaneur therein of the molt 
beneficial or prejudicial tendency. Beneficial, if he 
be able, faithful, and watches for his people’s fouls 
as one that mult give account. Prejudicial, if he 
be unlkilful, inabtive, and unconcerned about the 
fpiritual welfare of his people. The things that 
pertain to falvation, and the means of obtaining e- 
verlafting life, are lodged in his hands. He is the 
fteward of the myfteries of Chrift, and fo the guar- 
dian (under divine grace) of your belt and moll a- 
biding interefts. If through ignorance he mifma- 
nage, or through idlenefs neglect this weighty trull, 
it may be the ruin of immortal fouls. Whereas, if 
he be both difereet and diligent in his holy vocation, 
he may be the inftrument of the richelt benefits to 
thofe committed to his charge. Ills praying to God, 
and his preaching to them, may be attended with 
fueh a blelfing from on high, as will fill them with 
heavenly wiidom ; form them to true holinefs ; and 
fit them for the future glory. Benefits thefe, not 
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inconfiderable or momentary, but fuch as are great 
beyond all expreflion, and lafting to eternity. For 
thefe reafons, it will be your wifdom and your hap- 
pinefs to procure a pallor whole life is exemplary; 
whofe doctrine is found ; whofe heart is warm with 
zeal for God ; and whofe bowels yearn with com- 
panion for men. If your bones were broken, or 
if you were brought to death’s door by the force of 
fome violent difeafe ; you would not be content 
with the prefcription of a quack, but feek out for 
the bell advice. If your wives were in hard labour; 
if the children were come to the birth, and there 
was not llrength to bring forth, you would not fpare 
to ride for the moll experienced midwife. Oh ! be 
as prudent and careful for the falvation of your 
fouls, which endure for ever, as you are for the life 
of your bodies, which is but as a vapour. Remem- 
ber, that you are lick of fin, fadly difordered by fun- 
dry corruptions, and mull necefiarily be cured be- 
fore you go hence, and are no more fetn. Remem- 
ber, that you mull be regenerated and born again, 
or you cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
And be not willing to trull fuch matters, which are 
of infinite and everlaftiug moment, to the manage- 
ment of any that comes next. 

Now, that you may be the better able to make a 
right choice in this important particular, I will lay 
before you two or three of the diftinguilhing cha- 
radlers of a true miuilter.—Fir ft, he has a tolerable 
Hock of knowledge. Though not enough to ex- 
plain all myftcries, or to anfwer every perplexing 
queftion, yet enough to make himfelf and his hear- 
ers wife unto falvation. lie may be ignorant of 
many things, without much dlfparagement to him- 
felf, or prejudice to his people ; but he mull be ac- 
quainted with, and able to teach others, all that is 
neceflary for them to know.—Secondly, he has not 
only fome underltanding, but iome experience alfo 
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in the way of godlmefs. He has learned to fubdue, 
in fome meafure the pride of his nature, and to be 
humble in his own eyes, and not fond of applaufe, 
from others. He has broke the impetuofity of his 
palhon, and generally poffelles his foul in patiencej 
or if, upon fome very ungrateful and provoking u- 
fage, he cannot cairn his temper, yet he can curb 
his tongue ; and though his fpirit be ruffled, yet 
his words will be gentle. He is molt commonly 
meek, after the manner of his blelfed Mailer, and 
will always return bleffing for curling, according to 
his holy command. He has often looked into the 
fhortnefs of time, and the length of eternity ; he 
has weighed the greatnefs and richnefs of heaven, 
with the infignificant and defpicable meannefs of 
earth; and difeovers fuch a mighty dilference, as 
helps him to live above the world, even while he is 
in it. So that he is no lover of filthy lucre, no 
hunter of carnal pleafures, but his hopes, his de- 
fires, and all Jris views of happinefs, are hid with 
Clfrilt in God. He is courteous and condefcend- 
ing, and will ftoop with the^utmoft chearfulnefs to 
the lowelt perfon in his parilh. He will be affable 
and kind, and feek to pleafe, not himfelf, but his 
neighbours, for their good, to edification. But you 
mult not expe£t to find him trilling or ludicrous; 
he will not preach to you on the Sunday, and play 
with you on the week-days, but carry the fpirit of 
his fermons into his ordinary converfation. He 
will maintain an uniform gravity of behaviour, 
without fullering it to be frozen into morofenefs, 
or thawed into levity. . He will love his parilhion- 
ers, not for their agreeable perfons or amiable qua- 
lities, but becaufe they are Redeemed by. the blood 
of Chrilt. It will be his bufinefs and cortltant en- 
deavour, I had almofl. faid his meat and drink, to 
fet forward their falvation; that, by their being 
made meet for the inheritance of faints in light, his 
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crucified Lord may fee of the travaii of his foul, 
and be fatisfied. He will never forget the importu- 
nate requeft of his Saviour, but thofe winning and 
commanding words, Feed my fheep, feed my lambs, 
will be engraven upon the tables of his heart. To 
fulfil this earneft requeft, and execute this laft charge 
of his deareft Redeemer, will be the fixed and inva- 
riable fcope of all his defigns. If at any time he 
hits this defirabie mark, by bringing home to the 
fold any that have gone aftray, he will be as glad 
as one that findeth great fpoils. To fee the people 
of his care perfiftingin profanenefs, fenfuaiity, and 
an unconverted ftate, will be the greateft grief that 
he feels: but to fee his children walking in the 
truth, mortifying their evil affedlions, and growing 
up in goodnefs as the calves of the ftall, this will be 
his joy and crown of rejoicing ; better to him, than 
thoufands of filver and gold. It is his work to win 
fouls ; and by the former of thefe qualifications he 
is fitted for it, by the latter he is wholly devoted to 
it. And, in order to profecute it with the greater 
fuccefs, he will, firft, take heed to himfelf that his 
Hfe be a fair and beautiful tranfcript of his doftrine, 
fuch as may remind men of, and be daily reinforc- 
ing his inftrudftions. He will not bind the yoke up- 
on your (boulders, till he has wore it himfelf; and 
ftiould the paths of religion prove never fo thorny, 
he will go firft and beat the way. As far as human 
infirmities permit, he will ftrive to be unblameable 
and unreproveable, that he may renew the apoftle’s 
challenge, Be ye followers of me, even as I am of 
Chrift. Secondly, his preaching will be plain ; full 
of fuch ufeful fenfe as may be edifying to the better 
learned, and yet delivered in fo eafy a manner, as 
may be intelligible to the ignorant. It will not on- 
ly be plain, but powerful alfo, if preceding prayers 
and tears, if words coming warm from the heart, 
and accompanied with an ardent defire of being at- 



Lrt. 7. OF LETTERS. 41 
tended to; if to feel himfelf what he fpeaks, and 
fo long that it may be felt by others, can make it 
1'uch, he will declare the"whole will of God, with- 
out withholding or mincing any. Be the truth ne- 
ver fo difagreeable, contrary to your profits, or 
contrary to your pleafures, you will be fure to hear 
it. He will indeed {hew it in as lovely a light, and 
make it as palatable as he can, but nothing will pre- 
vail upon him to conceal or difguife it. Thirdly, 
he will not confine his teaching to God’s day or 
houfe, but will exercife his care of you every day, 
and will bring it home to your own houfes, whether 
you invite him or no. He will frequently vifit you, 
and for the fame end as he meets you at church. 
Now, ihall you like tnis part of his duty, or bid 
him welcome, when he comes on fuch an errand ? 
Nay, he will think himfelf bound to proceed far- 
ther, and to inquire into the (late of your fouls, 
and your proceedings in your families; whether you 
are competently furnhhed with faving knowledge ; 
and are careful to increafe it daily, by allowing a 
daily portion of your time for reading the fcrip- 
tures ? what virtues you are deficient in, what vices 
you are fubject to ? what evil tempers, what vile af- 
fections, what unruly pafiions are predominant in 
you, and want to be fupprefied ! whether your child- 

' ren are catechifed, and your fervants inftruCted ? 
whether you are conftant in family-worihip, and at 
your clofet-devotions ? how you fpend the fabbath; 
whether you fquander it away in impertinent vifits, 
idle chat, or foolifh jelling ; or whether you co:.fe- 
crate it to the better exercifes of prayer, praife, ho- 
ly difcourfe, reading, and meditation ? Thefe, and 
other points of the like nature, he will examine in- 
to, and exhort you to amend what is amifs, no lefs 
than encourage you to perfevere in that which is 
good. Nor will he exhort you once or twice only, 
but again and again, and hardly leave off till he has 

D 2 
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won your confent. In things that relate to himfelf, 
he will be eafily faid nay ; but when the great God 
infills upon obedience, and a blelTed immortality 
will be loft by difobedience, he will be inftant in 
feafon and out of feafon ; he will folicit with unwea- 
ried applications the important caufe, and prefs you 
to perform your duty : as the poor widow importun- 
ed the unjuft judge to avenge her of her adverfary, 
he will add to his exhortations, reproofs. His eye 
will be open, and his ears attentive to v/hat palTes in 
his parifti; and when any one walks diforderly, he 
will meet him as Elijah did Ahab, * with a rebuke 
in his mouth. This I can promife, that he will not 
rail at, nor accoft you with reproachful words ; but 
lie will certainly fet before you the things that you 
have done. He will not defame you behind your 
backs; but whether you be rich or poor, whether . 
you be pleafed with it or not, he will bear in mind 
the commandment of the Lord, and fhew his people 
their tranfgreftions, and the houfe of Jacob their 
fins, f He will tell you with tendernefs, but yet 
with plainnefs, that fuch courfes are a fad and too 
fure a proof, that grace has not had its proper work 
on your fouls, that ye are carnal and have not the 
Spirit of Chrift. So that a true minifter of the gof- 
pel will be a conftant infpeftor of your atlions, a 
faithful monitor of your duty, and an impartial re- 
prover of your offences. He will guide you by his 
counfel, and animate you by his example, and olefs 
you by his prayers. If you be willing and obedient, 
he will condudl: you fafely through a troublefome 
and naughty world, and bring you to the land of 
everlafting felicity: but if you be perverfe and ob- 
ftinate, he will be a Handing terror to your confid- 
ences here, and a fwift witnefs againft you hereaf- 
ter ; he will be the unhappy means of increafing 

* 1 Kings xxi. »0. f If. Iviii. I. 
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your prefent guilt, and aggravating your future ac- 
count, and of making it more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon in the day of judgement, than for you. 

And now, my kind and dear friends, are you 
upon fecond thoughts, defirous of having fuch a 
paftor placed amonglt you ? jShall you be glad to 
have the aforementioned vigilance and diligence 
exerted in the holy function ? Can you willingly 
fubmit to an overfight fo narrow, to admonitions fo 
inceffant, to corrections fo clofe and particular ?— 
If, after due confideration, you are willing; give 
me leave to inform you, how ye may procure fuch 
a man of God to come unto you, and take up his 
abode with you. He is an exceeding great and pre- 
cious bleffing to any people •, too precious to be 
purchafed with money, and is the free gift of God. 
So that the way to obtain him, is to addrefs your- 
felves to heaven, and make fupplication to the Al- 
mighty. What cannot prayer, fervent and believ- 
ing prayer, do ? I fcarcely know any thing that is 
above its power, or beyond its reach. Prayer has 
locked up the clouds, and opened them again, made 
the earth as iron, and the heavens ajs brafs; prayer 
has arrefted the fun in his race, and made the moon 
ftand ftiil in her march, and reverfed the perpetual 
decree ; prayer has fetched down angels from above, 
and raifed up the dead from beneath, and done ma- 
ny wonderful works. In like manner, prayer will 
get for you an ufeful and worthy teacher 5 if he 
be ever fo far off, this will bring him near; if he 
be never fo averfe/ this will over-rule his inclina- 
tion. Do you doubt of this ? I own you would 
have good reafon, if you had nothing but my word 
to fupport it. But what if God, who cannot iie, 
has teftified and given you affurance of the lame? 
Why then, I hope, yb will be no longer faithiefs, 
but believing. Hear, therefore, what he himfelf 
has faidby his own beloved Son, Aik, and ye fhali 
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receive ; feek, and ye {hall find. * Again, he faith, 
If ye ihall afk any thing in my name, 1 will do it. f 
Here you fee the Almighty has pailed his word, 
and he, to whom all things are poffible, has pawn- 
ed his veracity, that he will not deny you the re- 
queft of your lips. And dare you not truft the All- 
powerful ? Can you have a better fecurity than his, 
whofe title is faithful and true ? The divine prom- 
ifes are all immutable, ftronger than the ftrong 
mountains; and heaven and earth {hall pafs away, 
fooner than one jot or title of them ihall pafs un- 
fulfilled. When you defire a pious and able mini- 
fter, ye defire a good thing, fuch as will be for the 
honour and glory of God to grant. Therefore, en- 
couraged by this, and confiding on his moft fure 
promife, beg of the Moft High to give you a true 
paftor and {hepherd for your fouls ; one that may 
love you like St. Paul, rule you like David, teach 
you like Samuel, and lead you like Jofhua, to the 
heavenly Canaan ; that blefied and joyful country, 
where we all would be ! 

O God, great and glorious, infinite in thy wif- 
dom, and uncontrollable in thy power ! thy provi- 
dence is over all thy works ; thine eyes run to and 
fro through the earth, to behold the condition, and 
fupply the wants of thy fervants. Thou fenteft 
Mofes to deliver thy children out of Egypt, Philip 
to inftruft the ignorant eunuch, and Peter to preach 
to the devout centurion. O bleffed Lord, who art 
the fame yefterday and to-day, and for ever, vouch- 
fafe the fame mercy to us of this parilh, that we 
alfo may have a teacher come from God. Grant 
us, O thou Giver of every good gift, a faithful 
{hepherd for our fouls ; who may feed us in a green 
pafture, and lead us forth befide the waters of com- 
fort : one that may be wholly devoted to thy fer- 

* Matth, vii. 7. f John xiv. 14. 
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vice, and intent upon nothing but the due difcharge 
of his important office ; who may be a light to our 
paths by his godly diredfions, and as fait to our 
corrupting fouls by his unblamable converfation. 
Let fuch a minifter, we befeech thee, be placed o- 
ver us, as will watch for our fpiritual welfare ; that 
will love us with, an affedlionate and parental teri- 
dernefs ; that will cherilh us, as a hen cheriffieth 
her chickens under her wings ; one that may be 
able, as well as willing, to inltrudl us in our duty; 
to whom thou haft revealed the wondrous things of 
thy law, and the glorious myfteries of thy gofpel ; 
whofe lips may preferve knowledge, whofe tongue 
may be continually dealing it out, and whofe mouth 
may be unto us a well of life ; whofe difcourfes 
may be milk to the babes, meat to the flrong, and 
medicine to the fick; who may have a ikilful as 
well as a compafiionate zeal, and know how to di- 
vide rightly the wortl of truth ; who may be an ex- 
ample as well as an exhorter, a pattern as well as 
a preacher, of every charitable atlion, and every 
devout temper: under whofe guidance we may 
walk in the ways of peace and piety, of meeknefs 
and humility, of righteoufnefs and falvation; till 
we all come to the city, of the living God, to an 
innumerable company of angels, and to the fpirits 
of juft men made perfect. O grant us fuch a prieft, 
and clothe him with fuch qualifications, and make 
thy chofen people joyful. Hear us, moft merciful 
Father, for his fake, whofe fheep we are, who 
bought us with his blood, who died for us on earth, 
and makcth intercefhon for us in heaven ; even 
Jefus Chrift : to whom, with thee, and the Holy 
Ghoft, be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen. < 
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LETTER VIII. 

To his SlSTFR. 
. . * ^ ^ ^. y ■ ..... ..4. _ .1 

Dear Sifter, Dummer, July 5. 1737. 
I Hope London does not difagree with the health 

of your body, and I dare fay it may be made 
ferviceable to the health of your foul. There are 
precious opportunities of going to church, and wor- 
fhipping the divine Majefty, every morning and 
evening; which I hope you do not flight, but em- 
brace with all thankfulnefs, and prefer before every 
other engagement. If you were grievoufly lick, and 
even hard at death’s door, you would be glad to 
have recourfe to any phyfician ; but if you heard 
of one that could not pollibly miftake your cafe, and 
would infallibly cure you, how eagerly would you 
fly to him ? Sifter, believe me, our fouls are lick of 
fin, fick of worldly-mindednefs, fick of pride, fick 
of paflion, and fundry other diforders, which, if 
not fpeedily healed, will bring us down, not only 
to the grave, but to the torments of hell. We have 
almoft as little tafte or relilh of holy and devout ex- 
ercifes, as a lick and languilhing man has for the 
ftrong meats he loved when he was well; which is 
a plain, and too undeniable a proof, that our bet- 
ter, our immortal part is fadly out of order. Now, 
at church you may find a lure and never-failing re- 
medy for our fpiritual diforders. God’s grace is a 
fovereign medicine, and in his houfe it is to be ob- 
tained. There he, like a molt bountiful and bene- 
ficent prince, ftands ready to difpenfe the help and 
afiiftance, the enlightening and purifying influen- 
ces of his Spirit. Sure then, we who have fuch 
urgent and immediate need of them, lhall not be 
backward to go, and with an humble earneftnefs 
feek them. I fay immediate ; fc> fince our life is 
fo uncertain, and we know not what a day may 
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bring forth, we ought to get our work difpatchedj 
and our accounts ready without delay. It is even- 
ing now I write this ; and I cannot tell whether this 
may not be the night, in which I am to hear that 
amazing cry. Behold the Bridegroom cometh. I 
intend to direct my letter to my dear filler ****, 
and hope Ihe will receive it fate; but I have no cer- 
tainty, whether (he be yet alive or no. For ought 
I know, her foul may be Handing before the judge- 
ment-feat of Chrift, and going to be fixed, if not 
already fixed, in an unchangeable eternal Hate. 
Her body may be pale and cold, and ftretched out in 
the coffin ; my dear mamma and my brothers tak- 
ing their laft farewel, and giving her the parting 
kifsj the joiner juft about to nail on the lid, and 
hide her face for ever from mortal view. Nay, Ihe 
may already have been carried upon men’s Ihould- 
ers, and committed to the dull, fo that what I am in- 
diting, may find her in the grave. She may be lleep- 
ing in fome church-yard, that I know nothing of, 
among thoufands of dead bodies, never to awake, 
never to arife, till the archangel’s trumpet founds, 
and the heavens are no more.—The very imagina- 
tion of this fudden change, ftrikes a damp upon 
my heart: I hope it is not a prefage of what has 
really happened ; if it be, and if my dear filler is 
a departed fpirit, I will henceforth labour to drefs 
my foul with holinefs, that it may be ready to go 
forth at a minute’s warning, and give her the meet- 
ing in another world. There, if my filler and I 
lhali be found to have minded, above all things, 
the one thing needful, and to be full of heavenly, 
fpiritual and divine tempers, Ihe will be to me bet- 
ter than a filler ; and I {hall be to her, better than 
a loving and alTe£lionate brother, &c. 
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LETTER IX. 

My dear Friend, 

I Received your kind letter, and thank yon for 
your affeftionate wifhes. I endeavour not to be 

behind.-hand with my people in this cxercife of love. 
You are always on my heart, and often, often men- 
tioned in my prayers. Efpecially, that you maybe 
partakers of the Holy Ghoft, and feel all thofe fav- 
ing convidlions, which are defcribed by our Lord, 
John xvi. 8, 9, 10. 11. That you may be inter- 
efted in the new covenant; and enjoy all thefe pre- 
cious privileges, which were purchafed for us by 
our dying Saviour, and are recorded by his apoftle, 
Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. 

Yefterday, in the evening two gentlemen of the 
city came to vifit me. Our converfation was fuch, 
as I would have yours be ; fuch as was fuited (if 
God vouchfafe his blelfing) to edify one another, 
and minifter grace to the hearers. We talked ot 
that infinitely condefcending and gracious Friend of 
finners, who came from heaven on purpofe to be 
crucified for us, and is returned unto heaven on 
purpof? to intercede for us. The interceffion of our 
blefl'ed. Lord was the chief fubjedt of our difcourle, 
and is -a molt comfortable article of our faith. 13e- 
caufe v 

His interceffion never ceafes.—He fitteth at the 
right hand of his Father, in an abiding poiture.— 
Other high priefts are removed by death ; but he e- 
ver liveth to make interceffion for us.—We refign 
part of our time to deep, and then lofe all attention 
to our own interefts; but he is'the Keeper of Ifrael, 
who never flumbereth nor lleepeth.^—We too fre- 
quently forget our God, and negledt to carry on 
communion with him. But Chrift has written our 
names (worthlefs as they are) upon the palms of 
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his hands; and a mother may forget her fucking 
child, much fooner than he will difcqntinue his 
kind concern for the weakeft believer. 

His interceffion always prevails.—If Mofes was 
heard, when he made fupplication in behalf of If- 
rael; if Job was not denied, when he petitioned for 
the pardon of his three friends ; if Elijah’s prayer 
entered into the ear of the Lord God of holts, 
when he requefted for rain upon the parched eaVth; 
furely God’s dearly beloved Son will not be rejected, 
when he maketh interceffion for the faints.—The 
Father loves him, infinitely loves him, and there- 
fore hears him.—He has purchafed whatever he 
alks; purchafed it by his obedience and death, and 
therefore cannot but obtain his fuit. 

Perhaps you will inquire, what it is that Chrift 
prays for? We are informed of this in John xvii. 
He prays, that we may be kept from the evil that is 
in the world, verfe 15.—That we may be fandtifi- 
ed through the truth; fandfified through the word 
of fcripture, verfe 17.—That we may be united to 
Chrift, and have fellowlhip with the Father by 
faith, fellowlhip with one another by brotherly 
love, verfe 21.—That we may be made perfect in 
his righteoufnefs; prefented without fpot through's 
his blood; and, at laft, be with him where he is, 
to behold his glory, and partake of his joy, verfes 
23> 2/4* 

Should you be defirous of knowing, whether 
you are in the number of thofe for whom Chrift 
intercedes ? You may determine this important 
point, by the following queftions.—Do you value 
above all things, the blellings for which Chrift in- 
tercedes ?—Do you join your own repeated and 
earneft fupplications to his interceflion ?—And do 
you rely wholly upon Chrift’s unfpeakable merits, 
for the acceptance of all your prayers ?—If fo, be 
not difcouraged ; Chrift is your Advocate with the 
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Father. He died for you on the crofs, and pleads 
his meritorious oblation for you on his throne. 

Is not this an ineltimable bleffing? If Hezekiah 
defired the prayers of Ifaiah ; if Darius defired the 
prayers of the godly Jews, for himfelf and his 
fons; how fhould we rejoice in having the prayers 
of the exalted Jefus !—If we are tempted, let this* 
be our fecurity, i John ii. i, 2. If under appre- 
henfions of death, or eternal judgement, let this be 
our confolation, Rom. viji. 33, 3^. 

I don’t write out the fcriptufes, becaufe I would 
have you look them out, or even write them out 
with your own hand. And may the bleffed Spirit 
of G»d write them upon all our hearts !—This will 
come to you, I hope, on Chriitmas eve. You will 
talk of this letter, and its contents, to your harveft- 
men. I Ihould be glad to be with you, and con- 
verfe as we ufed to do, on Chrift and the kingdom 
of heaven. None of my flock, I hope, will be fill- 
ed with liquor, wherein is excefs ; but be filled with 
the Spirit.—My kind love to your family, and all 
your neighbours ; particularly to your-brother Wil- 
liam, whofe letter I fliall anfwer by the firft oppor- 
tunity.—Yours, &c. 

ILL you accept of another letter from your 
loving brother, who loves your better part, 

and would fain be helpful to your immortal inte- 
refts ? I think I wrote to you when at London ; I 
know not what acceptance that letter found, but 
I can afl'ure you it meant nothing but good, fpiritu- 
al benefit, and everlafting advantage to you. 

I hope my. **** and **** are more eafy with 

LETTER* X. 

Dear Si/terf Stoke Abbey, ‘June 19, 1738. 
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regard to me and my welfare. My difotder is a 
languor and faintnefs, a feeblenefs and inability for 
a&ion, which is increafed or lefiened according to . 
the various temperature of the weather. I blefs 
God Almighty, 1 am not deprived of my appetite to 
food, neither are my bones chaftened with pain ; 
fo that many impute all my complaints to a hippilh 
and over-timorous turn of mind, to a diftempered 
-imagination, rather than a difordered body. 

I write this in a pleafure-houfe of Mr. ****f fi- 
tuate upon a high cliff, on the very ed^e of the fea. 
On one fide, a vail tra£l of land extends itfelf, fine- 
ly diverfified by (lately trees, floating corn, and paf- 
turage for cattle. On the other fide rolls the great 
and wide fea, where go the fliips, and where is that 
leviathan, whom the almighty Creator has made to 
take his pallime therein. Which way foever I look, 
I meet with footlleps of the divine immenfity: I 
view thy great and marvellous works, O Lord God 
omnipotent: I am encountered with ten thoufand 
arguments, to fear thy tremendous power, and love 
thy diffufive goodnefs. Oh! how fafe are they, 
who have fo infinite and mighty a being for their 

, guard ! how happy are they, who have fo inex- 
haullibly-rich a God for their portion ! But how 
wretched, dear filter, how miferably and emphati- 
cally wretched, who have fuch a one for their ene- 
my and avenger ! Oh ! how can our feeble frame, 
that Ihrinks at a little light affliction, that is but for 
a moment,—how can it bear the never-ending ven- 
geance of that prodigious arm, which llretched out 
the heavdhs, laid the foundations of the earth, and 
poured out the waters of the mighty deep ! 

I have been about twenty, or twenty -fix miles in- 
to Cornwall, and feen wondrous workmanlhip of 
the all-creating God; ragged rocks,. roaring feas, 
frightful precipices, and dreadfully-lleep hiils. 
At Biddeford, a market-town, about fourteen miles 

E 
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off, I am pretty well knowjr, and am a little efteem- 
ed. It is ftrange to tell, but let it be to the glory 
of God’s free and undeferved goodnefs, though I am 
worthy of Ihame and univerfal contempt,' yet I find 
favour and good underltanding almoft wherever 
1 s°- 

Mr. houfe is fituate in a fine vale. It is 
an ancient ftructure, built for the ufe of religious 
reclufes, and has an antique, grave, and folemn af- 
pect; before it, is a neat fpot of ground, fet apart 
for the ufe of a garden, enriched with fruits, and 
beautified with flowers. This leads into a curious 
fort of artificial wildernefs, made of elms and limes, 
planted in rows, cut into form, and uniting their 
branches. In the midlt, is a fountain large enough 
to fwim in, and a little engine playing the waters. 
On each fide are arbours for (hade, in various parts 
feats for reff ; on the right hand, runs parallel to it 
a clear purling brook, replenifhed with trout; on 
the left a thick grove hanging from the fide of a 
hill: the one ferves for a watery mound, the other 
is a leafy fhelter from the north wind ; and both, I 
think, greatly ornamental. This, yomwill fay, is 
pleafant; but how unworthy to be compared with 
thofe blifsful manfions fitting up for the righteous 
in the heaven of heavens ! This, and if there be 
any other fpot a thoufand times more delicate, is no 
better than a bowling wildernefs, if compared with 
the regions of paradife. I wifh my dear filter would 
earneftly feek for God’s grace to draw off her af- 
fections from earthly delights, and fix them there, 
where real, fubftantial, and eternal joys are to be 
found, viz. on the blifsful vifion of God, and 
the fuinefs of joy that is in his prefence for ever- 
more.—Your, &c. 
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LETTER XI. 

Dear Sifter, Biddeford, Dec. 10, 1740. 

THough I am fo backward in my compliments, 
I am molt hearty in my wifhes, that your 

fpoufe and yourfelf may enjoy abundance of happi- 
nefs in the married ftate. I congratulate late, but 
I {hall ever pray, that you may find blefiings twilt- 
ed with the matrimonial bands j and not only live 
lovingly together, as one flefli, but live holily to- 
gether, as fellow heirs of the grace of life. 

I hope you will both remember the eternal world, 
which muft very fiiort y receive you : That ere long 
the nuptial bed muft be refigned for a lodging in 
the grave; and the ornaments of a fparkling bride, 
be exchanged for the drefiings ot death. And if, 
under the frequent view of thefe ferious truths, you 
ftudy to further each other in faith and holinefs.—* 
then will you be true help-meets one to the other: 
then will you come together, not for the worfe,but 
for the better : then may you truft, that when death 
{hall dilTolve the union below, Chrift J-fus will bid 
it commence again above ; and continue to errdleii 
ages, in the midft of unfpeakable d ii,''. . 

Pleafe to prefent my humble fervice to the feve- 
ral Mr. ***, and Mrs. •**, that ftih ri-mae , ;n 
you# town; to Mis. * *, and her ; 
Mr. *** and his fpotife, and Mr.***. R-. m, mber 
me alfo in the kindeft manner to your poor neigh- 
bours, particularly thofe who have Mr. *#*,s books. 
May God Almighty give them grace to make a pro- 
per and practical ufe of them ! May he fan&ify 
the attentive and diligent reading of them, to in- 
creafe in godlinefs, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift ! 

When you fee my Collingtree relations and ac- 
quaintance, falute them atfebVionately ia my nam«. 

E 2 
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I fuppofe you will foon fee my ***, and *** ; pre- 
fent my duty to them. I lliould rejoice to fee them 
again in the flefh, before any of us go hence, and are 
no more feen. May the Father of our fpirits, and 
the Father of the Lord Jefus Chrift, our righteouf- 
nefs, prepare us for a happy meeting in the regions 
of glory, and for the blifsful vifion of his own ado- 
rable feif. 

There is at Biddeford, and has been for a confi 
rlerable time, a townfman of mine, a middle-aged 
man, born-at ; his name is L little 
thought to find fuch a perfon in thefe remote parts. 
It puts me in mind of heaven, where people of eve- 
ry kindred and tongue, of all nations and langua- 
ges, will form one general and glorious aflembly. 
May you and I, dear filler, one day be numbered 
with thofe children of God ; and have our lot, our 
delightful and everlafting lot, among the faints.— 
I am, &c. 

LETTER XII. 

Reverend and dear Sir, June 2, 1747* 
CAN you accept the will for the deed ? It was 

in my heart, long before this, to have made 
you my bell acknowledgements; and not in my 
heart only, but attually attempted. In Bucking- 
hamlhire, I remembered my kind and obliging 
friend, and was with delight let down to give vent 
to my grateful thoughts. But company on a fud- 
den coming in, arrefted my pen ; and engaging me 
till I returned from that place, prevented the exe- 
cution of my defign. Now, Sir, my heartiefl thanks 
for your welcome affiltance, defire your acceptance. 
And if the utmolt fincerity can atone for the delay, 
my confcious heart allures me, they will not be re- 
jected.—My father is wonderfully recovered. Flad 
he lived in the times of fuperftition, for ought I 
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know, his uncommon diforder might have been as- 
cribed to witchcraft, and his fpeedy recovery pafled 
current for a miracle. The grave feemed to have 
opened her mouth for him. We thought him to be 
on the very brink of death. 

Qtiam psene furvte regna Proferpinae, 
Et judicantem viderit JEacum, 

Sedefque defcriptas piorum ! 

But now God has turned, and refrefhed him ; 
yea, and brought him from the deep of the earth 
again. He lives and regains his ftrength daily. 
Lad Sunday he read prayers in his church, and in- 
tends next Sunday tofill the pulpit. 

Mrs. ***, I hope, is very well; to whom I -beg 
my humble fervice may be acceptable. Your dear 
little ones too, the olive-plants about your table, I 
truft, are in a flourifhing date. May the good 
Lord fulfil his precious promife to them, and the 
children of your honoured neighbour. May he 
pour his Spirit upon your feed, and his blefiing up- 
on your offspring, that they may grow up (in know- 
ledge and grace) as willows by the wilter-courfes.— 
I am jud now going to our vifitation, held at North- 
ampton. I. {hall appear as a dranger in our Jeru- 
falem ? knowing few, and known by fewer. Me- 
thinks, there’s fomething augud and venerable in 
a meeting of the clergy ; efpecially if one looks up- 
on them as-fo many agents for the invifible God, 
and envoys from the court of heaven. I hope to 
be put in mind of that awful day, when the Lord 
Jefus Chrid, that great Shepherd of the (heep, and 
Bilhop of fouls, will make his entrance in the clouds 
of heaven. Then, at that great, final, and deci- 
five entrance, may my dear friend receive the ap- 
probation of his J udge. May he then be rewarded 
for his kind offices to myfeif and others, in evcr- 
lading honour and joy.—I am, &c. 

* E 3 
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LETTER XIII. 

Dear Sijler, B'uhleford, J'dy 7, 1741. 

AFter a very fultry journey, I arrived fafe at 
Biddeford. Here I have been one whole 

week. At Bath and Bridgewater I made a confide- 
rable flay. I tarried at each place a couple of 
nights; was entertained with abundance of civi- 
lity. 

There is a general profpeft of a plenteous har- 
veft: The valleys ftand fo thick with corn, as makes 
the traveller rejoice, and the hufbandman ling. 
There is great want and fcarcity of many things, 
but there is plenty of fifh. Now the dry land is fo 
barren, the waters yield the larger increafe. It is 
obferved, to the glory of God’s good providence, 
that now fleflr is fo dear, fifh is uncommonly cheap. 
Thus grac ou ly does the Almighty, when he locks 
up one, open another fountain of his beneficence. 
During my abfence from Biddeford, a luftyman, in 
the prime and vigour of life, was carried off by my 
father’s diforder. It is therefore a diihinguilhed mer- 
cy that our father has enjoyed ; fuch as has been 
withheld from others, while it has been vouchfafed 
to him. 

I am now far from my dear relations. Friends 
I have indeed, but not one of my kindred near me. 
O ! that God may be my guide, my pretedhor, and 
my portion here and for ever, if the Lord, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift be my Shepherd, I {hall lack no- 
thing. Unworthy, altogether unworthy of fuch 
an ineftimable favour, 1 defire to ly at the feet of 
his free unmerited grace ; feeking what he is ready 
to give, though I, alas ! am moll undeferving. 
And furely we have good reafon to hope, and the 
very bell encouragement to feek. For if he gave 
his life, and fpilt his blood for us, will he not much 
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rather give us pardon of our fins, and juftification 
through his righteoufnefs ? 

I hope my brother '** is in perfect health. I 
wifh him a feafonable and kindly harveft ; and wifh 
you both abundance of happinels ;—and am, dear 
lifter. 

His and yours, &c. 

LETTER XIV. 

My clear Friend, 

I Find you have had Mr. *** among you lately. 
Many, I hope, have found abundant benefit 

from his preaching, and you in particular. He is 
a fhining light, a choice and illuftrious ambaflador 
of Jefus Chrift. What a favour of his divine Ma- 
iler does he ihed abroad whenever he preaches! 
fuch a favour, as many corruptions cannot over- 
come, nor all the world fupprefs. Biddeford, I 
hope, has experienced this favour.—Methinks, I 
now fee him in the pulpit, and hear him lifting up 
his compaffionate voice like a trumpet, and pro- 
claiming the acceptable year of the Lord. Me- 
thinks, I fee him difplaying the gofpel-ftandard, 
and his tongue touched from the heavenly altar, in- 
viting Tinners to flock under his fliadow ; crying, 
Come ye Ample ones, whom Satan has beguiled, 
and Chrift (hall give you light; come, ye wicked 
ones, whom Satan has enflaved, and the gracious 
Redeemer fliall let you free; come, ye that have 
been righteous in your own eyes, forfake this re- 
fuge of lies, and enter into the ark before the rains 
defcend, and the floods come, which will fweep a- 
way every falfe hope ; O ! lean not upon a broken 
reed; build not upon the finking fand ; but upon 
the Rock of ages ; the Foundation laid in Zion by 
the hand of heaven jtfelf. Come unto Jefus, ye 
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ruined and undone Tinners; for he has a tender 
heart that is ever open to receive you, and an arm 
that is omnipotent to fave you. Indeed, my frien ds, 
thofe that know Chrift’s name will feek no other 
Saviour, nor delire any other good ; all their bones 
will cry out, Lord, unto whom (hall we go, but 
unto thee thou only haft the words of eternal 
life. They that know Chrifl's free goo'dnefs, will 
put their whole truft in him, and feek no other way 
to the Father of mercy, but through his merit. 
This is the only claim they have to make for their 
acceptance, Chrift died ; but for whom did he die, 
my dear friends ? He gave himfelf a ranfom for all; 
he was lifted up upon the accurfed tree, and out of 
his fide came a fountain of blood and water, where 
every {inner may bathe and be made clean. The 
awakened fons of Adam, that feel their miferies, fee 
a fulnefs of merit in one drop of that blood, fuffi- 
cient to atone for the guilt of ten thoufand worlds. 
This fills them with great comfort, although they 
are vile Tinners. What though they are loathfome 
beggars, taken from the dunghill of uncleannefs, 
that are but now returning from the highways and 
hedges of every abominable practice ? What though 
they are as beafts before God, very dogs, like that 
poor Syrophenician woman ? yet Chrift’s faving 
kindnefs is fo great and unbounded, that he cafteth 
out none who come to him. Here is eonfolation 
for the trembling linner; though he has not a grain 
of worthinefs in himfelf, yet his Lord has infinite 
treafures of unmerited grace. They who believe 
that Chrift fhed his precious blood for guilty fin- 
ners, will cheerfully put their truft in this atone- 
ment for pardon. They will fay, O 1 they will of- 
ten fay, with gratitude glowing in their breafts, and 
tears in their eyes, Be it that my fins are as the 
deepeft crimfon dye, and more in number than the 
hairs of my head, yet the blood of Chrift cleanfeth 
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from all fin, and waiheth a filthy polluted confcience 
whiter than fnow. With him there is no fcanty, 
but plenteous redemption. Be my debts ever lb 
great, ten thoufand times ten thoufand talents; yet 
the agonies of the once flaughtered Lamb has paid 
it to the very uttermoft farthing. They who know 
his righteoufnefs, will put their trull in it alone for 
jultification. If I had the righteoufnefs of a faint, 
fays one, O how happy fhould I be ? If I had the 
righteoufnefs of an angel, fays another, I Ihould 
fear no evil. But I am bold to fay, that the poor- 
eft finner that believes in Chrift, has a righteouf- 
nefs infinitely more excellent than either faints or 
angels. For if the law alks for finlefs perfedlion, it 
is to be found in my divine Surety. If the law re- 
quires an obedience that may ftand before the burn- 
ing eye of God, behold it is in Jefus my Mediator. 
Should the ftridleft juftice arraign me, I remit them 
both to my dying and obedient Immanuel ; with 
him the Father is always well pleafed, in him the 
believer is complete. They who know ChrilFs 
power, will put their truft in him for fan£lification 
of heart and newnefs of life. Though fin is rooted 
in my foul,and rivetted in my conftitution,yist Chrift 
can purge it out. Though it were twilled with eve- 
ry nerve of my flefh, yet he can make the rough 
tempers fmooth, and the crooked difpofitions 
ftraight} the vile affe£lions, like legions of devils, 
he can root out, and fill every heart with the pure 
love of God. To which happy ftate of foul may 
both you and I be brought while here below; that 
we may be made meet to afeend to that habitation 
o^ God, where nothing unclean can enter.—I am 
yours fincerely, &c. 
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LETTER XV. 

To his Father. 

Rev. and H»n. Sir, Biddeford, OB. X, 174''. 
YOur laft, containing the melancholy account 

of the death of both my aunts, I received. I 
hope they died in the Lord and deep in the bofom 
of Jefus ; and then, truly, they are the happy per- 
fons, and we the objetls of pity. They reft, and 
have caft anchor in the harbour ; whereas w^e are 
ftill beating on the ocean, and tofled in the ftorm. 
—If we confider things impartially, this world is 
our grave; nor do we really live, till we burft the 
flefhly prifon, and get beyond the vifible (kies. 

In the grave is darknefs. It is called the fhadow 
of death. And what elfe is this wretched world ? 
what, but a ftate of gloominefs; a valley of the 
thickeft darknefs ? where poor mortals grope in fpi- 
ritual ignorance; and wander up and down, not 
feeing the things that belong to their peace. 

In the grave, and among the tombs, we look for 
phantoms and apparitions.—And what elfe do we 
meet with here below ? A thoufand forts of happi- 
nefs prefent themfelves to our wilhes, but are un- 
fubftantial and phantaftical all. They are a gay de- 
luiion, and mock our expectations, as one of thofe 
vanifhing forms would baulk our embraces. 

The grave is the land where all things are for- 
gotten. Tire ideas of friendthip are obliterated, 
and the deareft relatives are remembered no more. 
And is not this too true a defeription of our pre- 
fent ftate ? Do we not unaccountably forget Jefus 
Chrift, our almighty Friend, and everlafting glory, 
our invaluable heritage ? Where is the man that 
remembers his bleeding Saviour on his bed, and 
thinks upon him when he is waking ? No; the Re- 
deemer's inconceivable love, and the precious be- 
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nefits of his paflion, are buried in a deep oblivion. 
—This world then of darknefs, apparitions, and 
forgetfulnefs, is the grand dormitory 5 flefh and 
blood the tomb of our immortal minds, 

Nafcentes morimur. 
I fear, I tire you, honoured Sir: but becaufe I 

have no news that you can apprehend or relifh, I 
allow my pen in thefe excurfions.—This week I was 
fent for to vifit a lady of this parifh, in the fame 
diforder, that proved fo fatal to my two aunts. She 
lay, poor gentlewoman, moft terribly affliffed, and 
is now releafed. It put me in mind of the pfal- 
mift’s penitential acknowledgement, which, I think, 
is never more applicable than in the cafe of the 
fmall-pox : When thou, Lord, with rebukes dolt 
chaften man for fin, thou makeft his beauty to 
confume away, like as it were a moth fretting a 
garment. I (hall rejoice to hear that you and my 
mother continue well, under all your trouble and 
fatigue; and remain, 

Reverend and Honoured Sir, 
Your moft dutiful fon, 

James Hervet. 

LETTER XVI. 

Dear Srjier, Biddeford, October 12, 1742. 
I Received your kind letter. It was a pleafure to 

hear from Hardingftone, the place which gave 
me birth, and the place which preferves my fifter. 
—I am obliged to the Rev. Mr. Rofe for remem- 
ber ng me, and defire him to accept my beft com- 
pliments ; I hope he will be an inftrument of doing 
mu h good in your parifti. To fave fouls, is the 
t: 1 fl nm iff ion in the world ; infinitely more de- 
firab'e than to KikI great fpoils. May this be his hon- 
our and happhicfs, and may it be my continual aim ! 
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My poor aunts are no more, they are gone the 

way of all flelh ; eternity has received them ; their 
ftate is now become unchangeable. Oh, that we 
may be alarmed by their departure, and labour, 
while we have time, to make our calling and elec- 
tion fure ! 

My mother tells me, you have been much indif- 
pofed ; I fhall rejoice to hear that you are better. 
Sicknefs and affliftions are God’s call, they are di- 
vine admonitions, and warn us not to be fond of 
the world, but fit our (iffedUons on things above. 
May the blelfed Jefus make them effe&ual to our 
fouls ! 

I wifh I had any news to write, that you can un- 
derftand and relifh. The fmail pox is marking ma- 
ny, and carrying off fome among us; it is a pri- 
vilege of no fmail value, to be paft that iufeftious 
diforder: I have often thought, that it is too lively 
an emblem of the condition of our fouls, by cor- 
rupt nature and evil practice. So polluted, fo 
loathfome is our better part, in the eye of uncrea- 
ted purity, till we are wafhed, till we are cleanfed 
in redeeming blood. May we earneftly long to be 
wafhed in that fountain, opened in our Saviour’s 
fide, for fin and for uncleannefs. 

See how our judgements and inclinations alter in 
procefs of time ! I once thought I fhould make lefs 
ufe of the Spectators than you; but now I believe 
the reverfe of this is true, for we read one or more 
of thofe elegant and inftruftive papers every morn- 
ing at breakfaft ; they are ferved up with our tea, 
according to their original defign. We reckon our 
repaft imperfeCt, without a little of Mr. Addifon’s 
cr Mr. Steel’s company. I wifh Mifs Becky K  
an increafe of happinefs in the change of her ftate; 
marriage fhould augment our joys, and diminifh 
our forrows. My humble fervice attends Mrs. K—, 
Mr. C ’s family, and Mr. V . My love to 
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my brother, and to yourfelf, concludes all at pre- 
fent to be communicated by, 

Dear Sifter, 
Your affe(ft:ionat& brother, 

James H e r vr e y. 

L E T T E R Xyil. 

Rev. Sir, Bath, Augujl 27, 1743. 
SUnday laft, I happened not to be at the Abbey- 

church, in the afternoon. But converung 
yefterday with a gentleman^who was one of your 
auditors, I defired to have a fummary account of 
your fermon. And truly he gave me fuch an ac- 
count, as both aftonilhed and grieved me. You 
dignified worldly profperity at fo extraordinary a 
rate, and almoft canonized the profperous man. 
On the other hand, you vilified the glorious Jefus 
in fo fcandalous a manner, and fet the incarnate 
Godhead to one of the.moft ignoble and abomina- 
ble offices. This made me encourage my friend to 
draw his pen, and fend you a word of admonition. 
And when lie declined the talk, I could not for- 
bear undertaking it myfelf. For it would be un- 
kind to you, Sir, to perceive you under fuch griev- 
ous miftakes, and not to warn you of the error of 
your ways. Nor would it be lefs unfaithful to your 
Mafter, and my Matter to be informed of fuch 
preaching, and fuft'er it to pafs current without any 
animadverfion. 

If I mifreprefent you in any particular I am rea- 
dy to retradl. And if I have truth on my fide, and 
you, Reverend Sir, have fpoken unworthy of your 
facred offic' have difhonoured the divine Redeem- 
er, and perverted his everlafting gofpel;—I truft, 
you will alfo be fo ingenuous, as to condemn that 
offenfive fermon to the flames, and fuch dodrines 
to filence and darknefs. For I allure you, it is from 
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no ill-natured fpirit of criticifm, no morofenefs of 
temper, or fondnefs for contradidfion, but from a 
fincere concern for the interefts of true religion, 
and the honours of our common Lord, that I take 
leave to fuggeft the following hints. 

I think you firft exhorted people to rejoice, when 
their circumftances were affluent, and their worldly 
affairs profperous ; you enforced this palatable ad- 
vice, by the precepts of feripture ; and left it fhould 
not be received with a proper welcome, you further 
urged it upon your hearers, by the example of our 
bleffed Saviour. In oppofition to this {train of teach- 
ing, permit me to obferve, 

1. That worldly profperity is no fufficient caufe 
for a Chriftian to rejoice. 

2. That it is often one of the foreft evils that 
can befal a perfon. 

3. To fketch out the true nature of fpiritual 
profperity; or difeover what is that folid 
ground for rejoicing, which the oracles of God 
recommend. 

Firft, worldlv profperity is no fufficient caufe for 
rejoicing, becaufe worldly things are empty and un- 
fatisfadtory. That wdiich is lighter than vanity it-' 
felf, cannot pofhbly give fubftantial joy. If we build 
for contentment on fublunary things, wre rear our 
edifice upon the finking fand. You can no more 
bring fatisfadfion out of any thing created, than you 
can carve an image out of the rifing fmoke, or fill 
your belly with the eaft wind. Thofe that rejoice 
only (and you dear Sir, affigned no other caufe for 
rejoicing) becaufe they have abundance of earthly 
things richly to enjoy, are like fome bewildered and 
benighted traveller, pierced with cold, dripping with 
wet, that leaps for joy becaufe he finds aglow-worm 
under the hedge. Alas ! this is nowife able to di- 
rect his wandering feet, to light him through the 
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difmal gloom, or to warm his benumbed limbs ; no 
more than it is able to fupply the place of the fun, 
and dart its faint glimmer through the univerfe.— 
The pleafures which a fuperior fortune furnifh out, 
O 1 how foon do they become Hale, and pall upon 
the appetite ! How eafily may a thoufand accidents 
fnatch them from our embrace, or dafli them to 
pieces in our arms ! How certainly mull we forfake 
them in a very little time ; and when we have taken 
a few more pleafant morfels, a few delicious 
draughts, eat and drink again no more for ever ! 
And what a wretched difproportionate delight is 
this, for an immortal mind, that is to furvive the 
diffolution ®f the globe; that is to live unnumber- 
ed ages, when all that our eyes have feen, is palled 
away and gone ? 

• Again, worldly profperity is no fufficient caufe 
for rejoicing, becaufe aperfon may pofiefs this, and 
have neither faith, nor grace. There is no manner 
of connection between faith and wealth. The poor 
frequently receive the gofpel, while numbers of the 
rich rejeH their own happinefs. And without faith, 
it is impofiible to pleafe God : it is unreafonable 
and unwarrantable to rejoice. The believer, indeed, 
has a permiffion: has a privilege, yea, has a pa- 
tent, for rejoicing. The Chriftian has all joy and 
peace in believing. All—you fee here is a mono- 
poly, faith has ingrolled this precious commodity. 
None is to be procured, but from her.—And as for 
grace, talents of gold may be in the coffers, and 
not one grain of grace in the heart. Thofe that call 
whole lordlhips their own, cannot, perhaps, fay, 
that they have received the Holy Ghoft. And while 
they are deftitute of this divine principle, I can call 
them nothing but wretches. You may add Illuftri- 
ous. Right Honourable, and Worlhipful if you 
pleafe ; but ftill they are miferable wretches, unlefs 
Chrift, the hope of glory be formed in their fouls. 

F 2 
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The Holy Ghoft, you know, Sir, is called the Com- 
forter, becaufe it is his amiable office to adminifter 
confolation to his people. He giveth joy, and who 
can make fadnefs ? But alas ! if he withdraw his 
benign influences, who or what can create fatisfac- 
tion ? Silver flioes may as well charm away the 
racking pains of a goutified foot, or golden dull 
quench the thirft of a parched throat, as any world- 
ly abundance, as all worldly plenty, beget real joy, 
without the communications of the comforting Spi- 
rit,—You forget, Sir, the prayers which you daily 
offer up in the congregation. In them, you ac- 
knowledge that the world cannot give peace. And 
if not peace, furely not joy. If not the fruit, fure- 
ly not the bloflbm. There is no peace, faith my 
God, to the wicked. And all are wicked, who are 
void of faith, and unrenewed by grace. All run 
counter to the divine declaration, who bid fuch per- 
fons rejoice, though they fhould have every kind of 
profperity that a carnal heart can wiffi. 

Once more, worldly profperity is no fufficient 
caufe for rejoicing, becaufe a man may poflefs this, 
and be a child of wrath notwithilanding. Provi- 
dence often fcatters temporary things among the 
tents of his enemies. They have children at their 
defire, and leave the reft of their fubftance for their 
babes. Thefe are hulks which the fwiite are per- 
mitted to eat. God’s deareft fervants, thofe who 
are heirs of glory, are frequently feen to be with- 
out any (hare of them, while the moft abandoned 
finners have them to the full. Lazarus has not a 
houfe to lay his head in, while the voluptuary dwells 
in apartments ceiled with cedar, and painted with 
Vermillion. Lazarus has not enough to purchafe 
one morfel of meat, mult be beholden to charity for 
the leaft crumb of provifion ; while his hard-heart- 
ed neighbour drinks wine in bowds, and eats the 
choiceft of the flock ; is clothed in purple and fine 
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linen, and fareth fumptuoufly every day.—Who 
then can rationally rejoice in that which is no pledge 
of the divine acceptance ; which carries with it no 
proof of our reconciliation to that eternal Majefty, 
whofe fmile is inconceivable blifs, whofe frown is 
inlupportable wo ?—A wealthy and fuccefsful per- 
fon, if he be confiderate as well as fortunate, mull 
go home from fuch a fermon arguing in this man- 
ner : “ The preacher folicits me to rejoice in my 
“ w'orklly goods ; but how can I find complacency 
“ in fuch perifhing pofleflions, when, perhaps, I 
“ may be an outcaft from heaven, and have no 
“ place in that kingdom which endureth for ever ? 
“ how can I take pleafure in thefe dainties that re- 
“ plenifh my table, when perhaps the heavy wrath 
“ of God may fall upon me, while the meat is yet 
“ in my mouth ? This fumptuous furniture, this 
“ glittering equipage, thefe delicious treats, how can 
“ I,take real fatisfa£tion in them, when, for ought 
“ I know, a hand-writing upon the wall may be de- 
“ nouncing my doom? If God would lift up the 
“ light of his countenance upon me ; if I was fweet- 
“ ly afcertained of his good-will •, then I could re- 
“ joice unfeignedly. But as for thefe large reve- 
“ nues, and tides of fuccefs, that are fo much ex- 
“ tolled by the preacher, they may prove like the 
“ rich paltures that fatten the ox for the knife.” 

Will you have patience with me, Sir, if I pro- 
ceed to prove, 

9 2. 1 hat worldly profperity is fo far from being 
an adequate caufe for our rejoicing, that it is fre- 
quently one of the' foreft and moft mifehievous e- 
vils.— This I am fure was the opinion of Archbilhop 
Uflier. That moft renowned and excellent prelate, 
in his younger days, had a continued feries of pro- 
fperity : health, impaired by no attacks of ficknefs ; 
credit, fullied by no breath of Randal; and fuccefs, 
interrupted by no difappointment, or difaftrous turn. 

F 3 
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And what emotion did this occafion in that devout 
and judicious perfon’s mind ? did his heart dance 
within him for joy ? did he blefs himfelf on this be- 
half ? No.—But he was under fad apprehenfions, 
left God had forfaken him, and given him over to a 
reprobate courfe. He feared, that his heavenly Fa- 
ther, becaufe he fpared the rod, hated the child ; 
that not being brought under the dicipline of pro- 
vidential correction, he was a baftard, and not a fon 
of the Lord Almighty.—How diametrically oppofite 
was this way of thinking, to your way of preaching! 
And whether it was not a very fober and juft me- 
thod of thinking, let the following conftderations 
determine. 

Worldly profperity is apt to attach men to earth- 
ly things. .When fuccefs fwells their fails, and all 
proceeds according to their with, O ! how prone 
are we to difregard Jefus, and everlafting ages! 
Many are immoderately fond of the world, becauie 
they have fwam fweetly down the ftream of profpe- 
rity ; who, probably, would have been weaned from 
Its delights, and indifferent to its goods, in cafe 
they had toiled upon the craggy cliffs of feme inter- 
vening adverfity. When they walk always upon ro- 
les, and meet with no thorns in their paths, the 
confequence is an acquiefcence in their prefent fta- 
tion, and remiffhefs in feeking the joys of an invi- 
ftble world. A contentment in the things that are 
feen, without any afpiration after the things that 
are not feen, is the moft unhappy condition ima- 
ginable, and is generally .the offspring of worldly 
profperity. And when this worldly profperity is fo 
highly rated in the calculations of the pulpit, what 
other effett can poffibly attend fuch lectures, but to 
glue our affections more clofely, and rivet them 
more infeparably, to thefe trifles of a day ! 

Again, worldly profperity is frequently a mif- 
chievous evil, becaufe it is apt to make meu proud* 
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They come in no misfortune like other folks, fays 
the pfalmift, and this is the caufe that they are fo 
holden with pride. Profperity is often a lufcious 
poifon. It bloats and pud's men up with an over- 
weaning opinion of themlelves. It intoxicates the 
mind, and makes it drunk with felf-conceit. It 
prompts people to idolize themfelves, and contemn 
others. The intolerable arrogance of the Babylonifh 
monarch, what was it owing to, bur his vaft and 
uninterrupted fuccefl'es ? He meafured his merit by 
the length of his purfe, and challenged a veneration 
proportionable to the extent of his dominions. This 
vile, rank weed, thrives in the hot-beds of honour, 
wealth, and carnal pleafure. Whereas it might ne- 
ver have reared its head, in the colder climate of 
tribulation, or fcantinefs of circumftances. 

Once more, worldly profperity is frequently a 
pernicious evil, becaufe it renders men carnally fe- 
cure. It cafe-hardens the mind againft all the threat- 
enings, and makes it deaf to the invitations of hea- 
venly wifdom. It is a ftupifying potion, and lulls 
the foul into a fatal forgetfulnefs of everlafting 
things. Thofe that were lufty and ftrong, in our 
Saviour’s days, joined with the impious multitude 
in defpifmg the veiled Divinity. But thofe wTho 
wrere difeafed in their bodies, or difordered in their 
minds, with eagernefs fell proftrate at his facred feet, 
and implored his healing hand.—PeriilTent, nifi pe- 
riilTent.—You cannot but have obferved various 
proofs of this remark in the courfe of your miniftry. 
You mull have feen many perfons that rejected all 
your counfel, and would none of your repoof, while 
they wafhed their Heps in butter, and the rock pour- 
ed them out rivers of oil. But how teachable were 
thefe once refractory worldlings,—how willing to 
hear the confolations of the gofpel, when their fen- 
fible delights were perilhed and gone? How dcfir- 
ous to be informed of a happinefs in the heavens. 
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which fadeth not, when their carnal pleafures had 
made themfelves wings, and were flown away ? In 
the gaiety of their health, and abundance of their 
plenty, they were fettled upon the lees of fupine- 
nefs. But when the feene was ihifted, they cried 
out with vehemence, What muft we do to be fav- 
ed ? This I myfelf have frequently remarked in the 
fhort compafs of my experience. Men who were 
like an iron linew in their flourifhing condition, 
have been impreflible as melting wax in a reverfe of 
fortune. 

We fee then, that the profperity of this world is 
always dangerous ; often pernicious ; and too fre- 
quently dellruttive. It yields pleafures that infatu- 
ate ;—fvveets that are impoifoned •,—delights that 
flupify. Infomuch, that a Heathen could fay, Ni- 
hil infelicius illo, cui nihil infelix contigit. 

Here it may be alked, Are we to take no com- 
fort in our portion on earth ? muft we become 
gloomy and melancholy, and go mourning all our 
days ? Far, far from it. Religion allows us, reli- 
gion enables us, religion requires us to be joyful. 
Yea, it gives its faithful adherents to rejoice with 
joy unfpeakable and full of glory.—But then it,is 
founded on a principle vaftly fuperior to that which 
you. Sir, thought fit to Angle out and difplay. It 
fprings from a fource, and refts on a balls, that has 
no manner of dependence on worldly circumftances. 
Which reminds me of another point I am engaged 
to clear up, viz. 

The true nature of fcriptural profperity.—The 
feripture is a fpiritual fcheme. Spiritual goods are 
what it chiefly recommends, and from fpiritual evils 
it chiefly deters. Chrift’s words are fpiritual; tend- 
ing to make men not carnally minded, but fpiritu- 
ally minded ; to render them fpiritual in their un- 
derftandings, their affe&ions, their conduft. In- 
(pmuch, that one need not fcruple to affirm con- 
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ftantly, That the holy fcripture never calls that 
ftate a Rate of profperity, which is not grounded 
on the favour of God; nor ever encourages peo- 
ple to rejoice in any thing, till they are—reconciled 
to God,—interelled in Chrift,—and renewed by the 
Holy Gholt; which, I think, conftitute the fcrip- 
tural profperity v I am fure are the ground-work of 
all happinefs.—Firft, for reconciliation to God. His 
favour is better than life. Life itfelf is worthlefs, 
and confequently, all its enjoyments, without this 
prime fundamental bleffing. For this caufe, the 
Prince of Peace bled to death, that the hand-wri- 
ting of guilt might be blotted out; that the wrath 
of God might be appeafed, and that we who were 
enemies, might be brought near through his blood. 
This is the door to all good. Enter in by this gate, 
0 ye fons of men, or eife you will inevitably mif- 
carry in your fearch after felicity. If you feek for 
blifs, and bottom not your expectations on this 
rock, you are fure to be difappointed of your hope. 
1 can no more have true comfort in my pofleflion, 
till I have redemption through my Redeemer’s paf- 
lion, than the unfortunate captive could rejoice in 
the royal banquet that was before him, when a pon- 
derous fword, edged and unfheathed, was hanging 
by a Render thread, and fhaking every moment o- 
ver his head.—An intereft in Chrift. This is ano- 
ther pillar to fupport our felicity. Therefore, our 
blefled Lord, directing us in the way of our true 
good, fays, Seek ye firft the kingdom of God, and 
his righteoufnefs. The everlafling kingdom of hea- 
ven as the end, and the imputed righteoufnefs of 
Jefus Chrift, as the way. Till the one is our a£tual 
pofi'eliion, and the other our certain reverfion, we 
may look for real fatisfaction, but fhall find none.' 
Apply to all the creatures -, rifle alt their charms ; 
tafte all their Iweets; you will perceive them to be 
altogether lighter than vanity itfelf, without an uni- 
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on with Chrift, and an eflablifhnient in his merits. 
—Renovation of" mind, is another ingredient of the 
profperity delineated in fcripture. Till the foul be 
fanftified, it is in a ftate of grievous diforder ; like 
a body, all whofe bones are out of joint. And oh ! 
what joy can be tafted in fuch a condition ? Till 
divine grace have the afcendant within us ; till the 
kingdom of God be fet up in our hearts, we are in 
bondage to corruption. Vile affeddions domineer 
over us. The devil and our own lulls play the ty- 
rant in our brealts. We are like Haves under a gal- 
ling yoke, and like lepers under a noifome diltem- 
per. Therefore the pfalmift fays, When I awake 
up after thy likenefs, I {hall be fatisfied with it. 
Till thy image be reinllamped upon my heart, I 
never expedl to fee good. While we are in the 
bond of iniquity, we mull infallibly be in the gall of 
bitternefs. 

This is the profperity celebrated in the fcriptures. 
Of this every believer is a partaker ; and you will 
pleafe to remember, that every exhortation to re- 
joicing, which we meet with in thofe infpired books, 
are addrefled to fuch perfons only. They give not 
the leaft invitation to any one, no nor the leaft li- 
cence, to reft fatisfied, much lefs to rejoice, till they 
are brought into fuch circumftances of reconcilia- 
tion with heaven, and renovation of mind. Nor 
have you, Sir, any warrant to fay to yourfelf, or 
your people, Soul, take thine eafe, eat, drink, and 
be merry, becaufe thou haft much good laid up for 
many years. This is the epicure’s creed. The lively 
Oracles bear their teftimony againft fuch conclufions. 
They ftyle all the unregenerate, fools. And to 
fuch, worldly abundance is not matter for mirth, 
but matter of ruin. For the profperity of fools 
(hall deftroy them. Be they grand as Nebuchad- 
nezzar, in as much affluence as Ahafuerus, honour- 
ed as Herod was by the applauding multitude •, yet 
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every page of fcripture fays to them, as Jehu to Jo- 
ram’s mefl'enger, What haft thou to do with peace; 
And, however fome fmooth-tongued preachers may 
flatter and cajole them in their pomp; however 
they may prophefy fmooth things, and folicit them 
to rejoice on fuch a footing as the Lord has not 
made a ground for rejoicing ; yet an apoftle be- 
fpeaks them in very diflerent language: Goto now, 
ye rich men,' weep and howl. The Teacher fent 
from God has other tidings to tell them. Wo unto 
you that are rich, that are full, for ye have your 
confolation, ye (hall hunger hereafter. And, in 
another world, they may tear this awful admoni- 
tion founding in their ears, Son, remember that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedft thy good things ; thy 
good tkings, thofe which thou accountedft good, 
not that really were good, but only appeared fo to 
thy diftempered.judgement, and vitiated tafte. 

Surely, Sir, it muft have been perfectly prudent, 
or rather abfolutely neceflary, to caution your au- 
dience againft fo fatal a miftake; efpecially fince 
they conlift of the gay, the grand, the pleafurable. 
A vigilant minifter would certainly give them to 
underftand, that wealth and plenty is by no means, 
the profperity which the Spirit of God commends ; 
that joy, without the loving kindnefs of the Lord, 
is a mere chimera; that none are intitled to this me- 
dicine of life, but thofe who can lay their hand up- 
on their hearts, and fay, with a faith unfeigned. 
My fms are all forgiven, through the atonement of 
the flaughtered Lamb; my peace is made with the 
eternal God, and the Spirit of Jefus Chrift dwells 
in me. This is that which juftifies, which produ- 
ces joy. Then, indeed, and not till then, the wife 
man’s advice may be thy practice, Go thy way, eat 
thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a mer- 
ry heart, for God now accepteth both thee and 
thy works. Then thou mayeft take comfort in thy 
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earthly accommodations, as fo many little appen- 
dages of thy blifs ; not as the cfl’cnce which confti- 
tutes it, but as the cement, which ferves to fill up 
fome little interftices, and renders the whole fome- 
what more compadL And even, in this cafe, our 
blefled Mafter (who bids his difciples not to rejoice, 
becaufe the devils were fubjedfs unto them, but be- 
caufe their names were written in heaven) wrou!d 
probably, caution us not to rejoice, becaufe we have 
all worldly things copioufiy to enjoy, but becaufe we 
are pardoned, we are jultified, w^e are fandtified. 

Upon the whole, Suppofe worldly profperity was 
not oftentimes a molt mifchievous evil, which it un- 
doubtedly is; fuppofe it was a fubflantial ground for 
Chriftian rejoicing, which it really is not;—fup- 
pofe this was the fcriptural profperity, which notion 
is, I truft, fufficiently difproved :—in a word, fup- 
pofe the whole tenor of your doctrine to be true, 
whereas it feems to be palpably falfe: yet what good, 
in the name of wonder, can you poffibly propofe by 
fuch preachments ? You cannot but be fenfible, that 
we are all ftrongly addidted to inferior things. We 
are already too fond of worldly goods,' too impetu- 
ous in our purfuit of fenfual gratifications. We 
want, we extremely want a curb to check our ca- 
reer, and you clap a fpur on our fides. You em- 
ploy your eloquence as a provocative, in a cafe that 
cries aloud for refiridfives. Alas ! Sir, you have 
no occafion to pufh the headlong torrent !—But I 
have done with this point; have nothing more to 
add upon this head, uniefs it be to recommend to 
your ferious _confideration, that alarming verdidf, 
pronounced by infinite wifdom, He that liveth in 
pleafure, is dead while he liveth ; dead to Gpd, 
dead to grace ; a dead Chriftian, though a living a- 
nimal. Compare, Reverend Sir, this declaration 
with the tendency of your dodlrine. Then, I af- 
fure myfelf, you will not redden with indignation 
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at thefe plain remonftrances ; but rather (as I fhould 
in your cafe) turn pale with grief, at vour paft 
teachings, and tremble with fear for the confequen- 
ces of them. 

Thus much for your divinity : Now, Sir, if you 
pleafe, fpr your logic. We have canvafled your doc- 
trine ; let us next ccnfider the argument. Moth 
which you eftablilh it. This is, if pofiible, ten 
thoufand times more exceptionable than the tenet 
itfelf. For after having told your audience, that 
the carnal delight, which you fo earneftly prefs to 
take, is agreeable to the reafon of things, is confo- 
nant to the. defigns of providence, you think proper 
to add, that it is alfo countenanced by our Saviour’s 
example ; fince, at a certain marriage-feaft, when 
the wine fell fliort, he wrought a miracle, and fur- 
nifhed them with a frelh fupply, on purpofe. That 
the mirth might not die. This was your exprefli- 
en. And, furely, a more fliocking one never came 
from a preacher’s lips. Was ever fo abjeft and 
feurvy a reafon afligned, for one of the moft illuf- 
trious a&ion^ ? Could any debauched libertine, 
at a drunken club, have derogated more contume- 
lioufly from the dignity of our Lord’s behaviour i 
Jefus, the mirrour of purity, the fountain of wif- 
dom, of whom it is tdtified. That he did all things 
well;—this wife and glorious Being is reprefented, 
not by an abandoned fot,but by a miniftcr of the gof- 
pel, as exerting his omnipotence to prolong a merry 
bout. O ! that it might not be told in Gath, or pub- 
lilhed inthe ftreets of Alkelon! But fugit irrevocabile 
verburft ; you cannot revoke the words. The only re- 
paration you can make to the injured Jefus,or the of- 
fended Chriftian,isto give us a fermonof recantation, 
and antidote the poifon that has been propagated. 

But, I would hope, it is too grofs to fpread, 
That the mirth may not die, is an aflertion that 
muft ftartle every hearer. Why, this a common 

G 
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vintner might have prevented, as well as an almigh- 
ty Being : a few flafks from the tavern would have 
anfwered this end. Moft ignoble purpofe ! unwor- 
thy, altogether unworthy fo auguft, divine, and 
admirable a perfon.—O ! what a handle does this 
yield to infidels for profane banter ? That Jefus> 
fhould defcend from the heaven of heavens, and 
come into the world, veiled with uncontroulable 
power, on fo poor, grovelling, and fordid an er- 
rand ! That a part of hisbufinefs in the ftate of hu- 
manity, fhould be to guard againft the extindlion 
of fuch idle mirth, as owes its birth to a bottle ! 
The foldiers that ftripped our Lord of his apparsl, 
and mocked his facred perfon ; that fpit upon his 
blefi'ed face, buffeted his divine head, and loaded 
him with all manner of fcurrilities and indignities ; 
did not commit (in my opinion) fo flagrant an a- 
bufe, as a modern preacher in one of his ftudied fo- 
lemn harangues. They took him to be a mere man ; 
they pronounced him a vile man ; and, therefore, 
offered him fuch opprobrious affronts. But you, 
Sir, acknowledge him to be God ; you know him 
to be infinitely wife, and yet make him a lacquey 
to the moft errant trifles, a drudge to men’s carnal 
indulgences.—Suppofe both our houfes of parlia- 
ment, after the matureft deliberation, fhould em- 
ploy the whole army of the nation, to clear away 
all obftru£tions for a butterfly in her flowery range, 
or to fee that a filly kitten goes on unmolefted in her 
fportive gambols ; would you extol the wifdom of 
our fenators ? would you not cry fliame upon their 
conduT ? Now, your affertion is full as depretia- 
tory to the confummate prudence, and exemplary 
purity of our divine Mailer: finee you Jet them 
both on work, joined with his irrefiftible might, on- 
ly to furnifh out a little more gaiety, a little more 
laughter, to a fet of caroufers, whom you deferibe 
as pretty well in for it already. 
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That the mirth might not die ! That is, That 

thofe who were already made merry with liquor, 
might go on in their jovial delights, till they added 
drunkennefs to their thirlt. For when people are thus 
exhilarated, to take frelh draughts, and pour down 
more wine, muft indeed make them, as a profefied 
fcorner profanely exprefles himfelf, on this very oc- 
eafioq, more than half leas over. 80 that when you 
give an evafive flourilh or two, and would have your 
hearers to believe, that you are no advocate for in- 
temperance, it is plain you are only complimenting 
the eaufe of fobriety. This interpretation put, upon 
our Lord’s conduct, knocks all fuch {ham pretences 
on the head. For, if he wrought the miracle with 
fuch a view, and for fuch fort of people, all the 
world cannot clear him from being a promoter of 
excefs ; and, if he did not, all the world .cannot ac- 
quit you, Sir, from the moft abufive mifreprefenta- 
tions of your Redeemer. 

That the mirth might not die ! What could a 
lectfd rake have done at his riotous table, worfe than 
that which you aferibe to the pattern of all perfec- 
tion ? My blood grows chill : my thoughts recoil at 
fo horrid a pofition. Any gentleman of tolerable 
ferioufnels, when he perceives his friends are got 
merry with his drink, would rather withdraw the 
glafs, than add fewel to the flame. For my part, 
I fhoukl think myfelf an abettor of excefs, and little 
better than a pimp for debauchery, if when men 
are merry in their cups, I fhould fupply them with 
means of driving on the wanton humour. And yet, 
—be amazed, O ye heavens, and be horribly afraid, 
O earth !—A minifter, in the midft of a thronged 
congregation, charges this very pradKce upon the 
moft immaculate Lamb of God !—O ! Sir, how 
could-he, who came to be our fandlification, admi- 
nifter to our inordinate gratifications? how could he, 
who has enjoined us not to make provifion for the 
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flefh, to fulfil the lufts thereof, be inftrumental to 
continue a luxurious revel ?—O blefled Jefus, fure- 
ly that is fulfilled which was fpoken by thy prophet, 
Thou art wounded in the houfe of thy friends. Thy 
charadder is debafed, thy doddrines adulterated, by 
thofe who profefs themfelves adorers of the one, 
and expounders of the other. O ! that ever the 
Chriftian pulpit fhould become a porch to the tem- 
ple of Bacchus ! and a Chriftian preacher add the 
part of a purveyor for the tippling-houfe ! 

Do you intend to pleafe. Sir, or to profit your 
audience, by thefc admonitions ?—You can pleafe 
none but men of corrupt minds, whofe god is their 
belly, who mind earthly things. You can profit 
none but thofe, whofe heaven is to be found in the 
juice of the grape. They can ferve no other end, 
but to give a fort of fanddion to their extravagances. 
Your leddures, perhaps, may be recolledded with ap- 
plaufc on an ale-bench, and pleaded among a circle 
of jolly topers. But, I affure you, Sir, they are 
heard by the ferious and devout, with the utmofl: 
forrow, and with equal deteftation. Their ears are 
wounded, and their hearts bleed, under the found 
of fuch Bacchanalian doddrines. 

May I now be permitted to declare my fentiments, 
with regard to that paflage of feripture, which you 
have fo unhappily perverted ? 

As to the mirth you feem fo fond of, there is no 
mention of it in the facred narrative. For Chrift 
went not about to fpread the laugh among his compa- 
ny but to make them ferious, fober, and wife unto 
falvation. If he vouchfafed his prefenceat entertain- 
ments, and fat at the tables of finners, it was with 
a gracious defign ofinftrudding and converting them 
in their own houfes. Fie came to feafts in the fame 
fpirit, and for the fame purpofes, as he came into 
the world; to turn poor mankind from darknefs 
unto light, and from the power of Satan unto God ; 
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fo that none can imagine, when lie was in the room, 
that there could be any thing like that licentious di- 
verfion, which too generally prevails in our merry 
meetings. If they did rejoice, they rejoiced, doubt- 
lefs, after a godly fort. They rejoiced in the 
precious and inftruElive words, that dropped from 
Chrift’s lips, as fweets from an honey-comb. They 
rejoiced, to have fo divine a prophet raifed up unto 
God’s people, and to have the honour of fo illuf- 
trious a perfonage amongft them. They rejoiced, 
without all peradventure, to fee, and hear, and han- 
dle the word of life. 

As for that expreihon, which we tranflate well 
drunk,——profane wits, I know, raifc 
mighty triumphs upon it: but, in truth, they are 
Babel buildings, and proofs of nothing but their 
own folly. They thereby give us to junderftand, 
that their want of fenfe is as unqueftionable, as their 
malignity to Chriitianity. For, furely, they mult 
be full as errant idiots, as they are fhamelefs fots, 
who can offer to fetch the leait fliadow of a plea 
for riotous indulgences from this paffage. Since, 
let the meaning of the word be ever fo loofe and ex- 
ceptionable, yet nothing can be concluded from 
thence, againft the ceconomy and decorum of that 
entertainment, beca'ufe the governor fpeaks only of 
the ufual cultom at other treats. He fays not a word, 
good or bad, of the guefts that were prefent at that 
bridal-feftival. It muff, therefore, be not only pre- 
carious, but ridiculous and abfurd, to infer the dif- 
orderly proceedings of thofe people, from what the 
ruler obferves concerning others. I once was ac- 
quainted with a worthy gentlemen, who frequently 
invited to his table the young perfons of his neigh- 
bourhood ; and would take a pleafure in inftillmg 
or cultivating in their minds the principles of fo- 
briety, induftry, and piety. Now in cafe he had 
faid, after fupper was removed, u I know very well. 
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my honeft neighbours, it is cuftomary with feme 
perfons of fortune, both to pleafe and pride them- 
felves in making their vifitants drunk. They pufh 
the glafs brifkly round, and pref§ one bumper upon 
another, till they fend their gueits ftaggering to 
bed.” But, now, would any one be fo ftupid, as to 
infer from this acknowledgment of the practice of 
others, that this was alfo the praftice of my friend? 
Yet this they may do, with as much juftnefs and 
folidity of reafoning, as deduce any maxim in fa- 
vour of excefs from the fpeech of the Architriclinus 
(or mafter of the feaft.) 

Evident, I think, it is, that this expreffion, what- 
ever be its exa£t import, is in no wife referable to 
the condition of thofe guefts ; fo that we allow our 
adverfaries too much advantage, by admitting any 
of their remarks upon its fignification. We Ihould 
wrefl: this weapon out of their hands, which they 
brandifh fo formidably, rather than guard againlt 
its ftrokes.—But in cafe it was applicable to them, 
yet it is mod monftrous, to fuppofe it fignificant of 
the lead .eviation from temperance. For had we 
not known the company to be of the mod exempla- 
ry behaviour, and heayenly-minded fpirit; had they 
been a parcel of irreligious and lewd fellows, in- 
dead of the virgin-mother, and the Redeemer’s dif- 
ciples, yet it would be impoflible to conceive, that 
any thing which had the lead approach towards 
furfeitingand drunkennefs fhould be tolerated, when 
Jefus himfelf was in the midd of them. Before fo 
venerable and divine a perfon, they would not dare 
to allow themfelves in any mifbecoming indulgences, 
or indecencies of carriage. Befides, had their in- 
clinations been ever fo abandoned or impetuous, 
his eternal power and Godhead would have redrain- 
ed them. He that intimidated the facrilegious rab- 
ble, when they profaned the temple, and drove them 
before his fingle fcourge; he that druck prodrate 
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to the ground, a whole band of armed men, only 
with his word; he that had all hearts in his hand, 
and could manage them as he pleafed j would, 
doubtlefs, have forbid, at this juncture, whatever 
bordered upon diflblutenels. 

Should any one inquire, For what caufe then did 
Chrilt work this miracle’, if not to revive the dying 
mirth ? I anfv/er, feveral noble reafons are alfigna- 
ble and obvious. 

One; To furnifh a fupply for frefh guefts which 
on thofe oceafions were continually pouring in ; that 
the feaft might be prolonged to its ufual period, and 
all that came might be moderately refrefhed. For 
I can by no means imagine, that this frefli fupply 
was intended for thofe, who had cheered thcmfelves 
already with a fufficient quantity. This indeed is 
what your fermon takes for granted, or elfe your 
application of this fact is frivolous and impertinent. 
But I promife myfelf, when you give it a fecond 
confideration, you will wonder, how fo unworthy 
a thought could come into your mind *, and be for- 
ry, that it fhould ever proceed from your lips ; fince 
it is fo entirely repugnant to the whole chara&er, 
condudf, and preaching of our Lord Jefus. 

Another reafon might be, To reward the marri- 
ed pair, for their hofpitality to himfelf and his fol- 
lowers : To give early notice to the world, that none 
fhould be lofers by (hewing kindnefs to him or his : 
That every piece of repedd paid to Jefus, and every 
kindnefs exercifed towards his family, fhould meet 
with a full recompence of reward. Thus did he 
prepare an extenfiveiund for thofe, who had for- 
faken houfes, lands, relations, and their earthly all, 
for his fake; prepare a fund for ther fubfiftence, by 
difpofing people to entertain and accommodate 
them, when they fhould be fent forth, without ftaff, 
or ferip, or money in their purfes. 

Another caufe, and that which is remarked by 
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the holy hiftorian, was. To manifeft forth his glo- 
ry ; to give a molt confpicuous difplay of his Mef- 
fiahlhip. He opened, as it were, his commilFion, 
and Hiewed his divine credentials; which was done 
with perfect propriety, in a public manner, before 
more fpettators than his own attendants : And what- 
ever efFe£t it might have upon others, it confirmed 
the faith of his difciples. Seeing this incontellible 
proof of his million, it is faid. They believed on 
him ; and were thenceforth inviolably attached to 
his perfon and miuiltry. 

Other reafons may. be fuggefted, and thofe ex- 
ceeding found and ufeful; fuch as point out a no- 
ble and deep fignificancy in this miracle; make it 
rich with divine and fpiritual meaning ; and upon 
this footing, a more delicious feaft for our fouls, 
than wines of the fined flavour, and molt generous 
quality, are to our animal nature. 

For indance ; it might fignify the fuperior rich- 
nefs of thofe comforts, which his gofpel was intro- 
ducing into the world : That they exceeded thofe 
broached by Mofes and the law, as much as the pure 
blood of the grape excels the water of our common 
wells : That his llefh and blood would be a fovereign 
fource of alacrity and confolation to his people; 
gladden and revive their hearts, like fome exquifite 
cordial; drengthen and invigorate their minds, like 
the bed-bodied wines. 

This particular feafon of a marriage-ceremony, 
was probably chofen, in order to intimate the ne- 
ceffity of being efpoufed and united to Chrid, before 
we can be partakers of thefe evangelical delights. 
Divorced we mud be from our old hulband, the 
law ; divorced from the covenant of works; and 
no longer wedded, by felf opinionativenefs, to our 
own righteoufnefles ; but married, by the bond of 
a lively faith, to that everlading Bridegroom, in 
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order to tafte thofe comforts, and have our fhare in 
thofe joys. 

A reafon fixed upon by our church is, That Chrift 
would hereby put an honour upon the matrimonial 
Hate ; by gracing the folemnity with his facred com- 
pany, and performing his firft public miracle on 
this occafion. A fine admonition this, to render us 
more than ordinarily folicitous, to have the favour- 
able concurrence of Jefus, both when we devife, 
and when we take, fo important a ftep. Becaufe 
the tranquility and happinefs of our fubfequent life 
depends, very much, on this alteration of our con- 
dition.—That we fliould, by all means, marry in 
the Lord; and implore his fpiritual gracious pre- 
fence at the wedding ; which will improve the ad- 
vantages, and fan&ify the enjoyments, of that com- 
fortable ftate ; will, as it is delicately figured out 
in the metaphor, turn our water into wine. 

It might alfo be intended to remind us, That the 
comforts, even of animal life, were recovered by 
the fecond Adam, as they were forfeited by the firll 
Adam. When our firit parents were guilty of re- 
bellion againft their Maker, they loft all right to 
the valuable productions of nature. This, indeed, 
was their dowery originally fettled upon them ; but 
by their difloyalty, it became confifcated. Juftice 
feized upon their inheritance, and vengeance faid, 
Curfed be the ground for your fakes. Chrift, in 
this exigency, immediately interpofed •, took off the 
attainder, and rcftored to poor Adam and his pof- 
terity, the precious fruits of the earth. Thcfe blef- 
fings, derived from Chrift’s mediation, were very 
properly recognized at a wedding : becaufe, ftraight- 
way after the marriage of the firft couple, they were 
alienated and fequeftered. 

This, Sir, is a way of expounding our Redeem- 
er’s miracles, well worthy your confideration, if 
not your imitation. In this light they appear, not 
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barely fo many witnefles of his being the Mefliah, 
but i'o many living mirrors of his mediatorial mer- 
cies. In which we difcern a molt expreflive figure 
of thofe fpiritual good tilings, which we extremely 
want, and may fully enjoy through Jefus Chrift.— 
The marvellous things brought to pals bv the agen- 
cy of prophets, apoltles, and holy men of old, 
were indifputable vouchers for their being fent of 
God. But our Redeemer’s works had a farther ex- 
cellency, and anfwered a diviner end. They held 
forth and prefented, even to the fenfes, a moll 
linking pattern of thofe fpiritual bleffings, which 
finners may enjoy through their Saviour.—Thus, 
when he cured the man born blind ; what did this 
fignify but his healing the blindnefs of our under- 
llandings, and pouring the day of his glorious gof- 
pel upon our internal light ?—When he made the 
poor paralytic llrong and vigorous, that was not a- 
ble to turn himfelf on his bed, or to ufe his limbs ; 
what a lively emblem was here, both of our dif- 
cafe, and of his fovereign help ? of our difeafe, 
whereby we are utterly impotent to do a good work, 
or think a good thought; of his fovereign help, 
whereby we are enabled to do ail things, through 
Chrill llrengthening us ; enabled to believe through 
his grace, and to mortify our corruptions through 
his Spirit.—Was not the filthy leper, a true pufture 
of our loathfomenefs, through original defilement, 
and actual tranfgreffions ? And when our Redeemer 
difdained not to touch this noifome creature, and 
make him perfedlly clean ; how appofitely did this 
image point out the condefcenfion of his goodhefs, 
in undertaking of redemption •, and the efficacy of 
his blood, in accomplilhing our purification ?—I 
might go through the whole feries of our Lord’s 
miracles, and difcover in them a molt fignificant 
and complete portraiture of all manner of fpiritual 
bleffings.—But the foregoing initances fhall fulfice. 
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From thefe hints, we may difcern an adorable depth 
of defign ; unfearchable treafures of contrivance, as 
well as beneficence, inthofe operations of his migh- 
ty power. "Which noble peculiarity gives them a 
vbft pre-eminence above all the miracles in Egypt, 
and the wonders in the field of Zoan ; renders them 
fo many fine reprefentations of the deliverances and 
privileges, enjoyable through our ever-bldled Im- 
manuel ; in a word, renders them a kind of gofpel 
that addrefies itfelf even to our eyes ; and fo mofi: 
wifely calculated, both to diredh our hopes, and 
ftrengthen our faith, in the incarnate God.—I am, 

T Bath I have tarried thus long, but purpofc 
to fet forward for my father’s houfe, if I 

live till next week ; and if I have as good a journey 
thither, as I had to this place, I {hall have caufe to 
be very thankful to that gracious Providence, which 
blefies our going out, and our coming in ; which 
protects us from wrong and robbery •, from evil 
accidents and dangers, as with a fhreld. I hope you. 
Madam, and Mr. are well ; and ihould re- 
joice to hear of your both being partakers of that 
which I wifh you to enjoy ; and none can be faid 
truly to enjoy health, but thofe who improve it to 
the purpofe : all others wafte health ; embezzle it; 
fquander it away ; all but thofe who ufe it as a pre- 
cious opportunity of making their calling and elec- 
tion fure. We have had moft delicate weather for 
the harvefi:; a blefiing, which I don’t doubt has 
been vouchfafed to you as well as to us; an univer- 
fal blefiing ! and fuch as will prove very extenfive. 
We {ball feel the good efi'edts of it, all the year 
round, when winter freezes the air, and turns the 

&c. 

I. E T T E R XVIII. 

Dear Madam, Bath, 1743. 
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earth into iron, or buries it under heaps of fnow. 
We {hall be refrelhed even then with the producti- 
ons of the fruitful feafon. O ! that our hearts may 
be filled with gratitude, as our barns are with plen- 
ty. The harveft puts me in mind of the end of the 
world : then our bodies {hall arife out of the dull 
of the earth ; having lain a while under the clods 
and feen corruption, they will then fpring up in- 
corruptible and immortal, an amazing multitude, 
like the blades of grafs, or tire ears of corn, innu- 
merable. 

The hufbandman in harvefi, receives a reward 
for all his toil. The labours of the preceeding year 
are amply recompenfed by the rich fruits of increafe. 
And the confummation of all' things will be the 
great retribution-day ; then the Chriftian receives 
the end of his faith, even the falvation of his foul; 
then the riches he has coveted, will be beftowed in 
the favour of the feeing him who is immortal, in- 
vifible ; whofe loving-kindnefs is better than life. 
He will fee the defire of his foul, and the fruits of 
his Saviour’s fufferings, and fit down cverlaftingly 
fatisfied. The hufbandman rejoices in harveft, this 
is his time of feftivity and delight. They joy be- 
fore thee, faith the fcriptures, according to the joy 
of the righteous ; they will look up and rejoice, to 
behold their Redeemer coming in the clouds of hea- 
ven, and all the holy angels with him ; then will 
they look down and rejoice to fee the wicked world 
burning, in which they were tempted ; rejoice to 
fee all their enemies put under their feet; and when 
the doors of heaven are left open, then {hall they 
enter triumphantly into thaj: city of the living God, 
and everlafting joy will be upon their heads, and 
reign with Chrill for evermore. Into this exceed- 
ing great and eternal blifs, I wilh you, Madam, 
and your hufband, an abundant entrance ; and re- 
main his and your, &c. 
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LETTER XIX. 

87 

Dear ***, Wjlo n - Fa veil, I 744. 

IPromifed *** to fend the remainder of her let- 
ter, in a few lines to you. Either {he may tran- 

feribe from you, or you from her, in order to com- 
plete the little efl'ay.—I left off", I think, fomewhere 
hereabouts.—But fpiritt(al interejls arc infinitely more 
valuable. For thofe, therefore, Chrilt will provide 
more abundantly : if they want knowledge, he will 
not only give them his divine word, but his enlight- 
ening Spirit, to lead them into all truth.—If they 
are poor, he will give them the fine gold of his 
obedience, he, will fay to them as the father faid in 
the parable. Son, all that I have is thine. Are they 
wounded ? he will give them the healing balm of 
his precious blood ; this will cure the wound which 
fin has made in the foul ; and make the bones which 
have been broken to rejoice. Are they naked ? he 
will clothe them with the robe 6f his own righte- 
oufnefs j they fhall appear before the God of gods 
in the garments of this their elder brother. Are 
they weak ? his llrength fhall be made perfect in 
their weaknefs ; he will work in them both to will 
and to do of his good pleafure. When they die, 
he has provided a flight of angels to attend their de- 
parting fouls, and conduct them to his own com- 
paffionate arms ; he has provided manfions of glo- 
ry, a houfe not "made v/ith hands, eternal in the 
heavens, for their future reception. He has provid- 
ed a fulnefs of joy, and pleafures for evermore, for 
their final portion and inheritance. 

Oh ! what ample provifion is here ! this is indeed 
good meafure, prefied down, and fhaken together, 
and running over.—What can needy creatures 
want, which Jefus does not fupply ? Jultly w as it 

1 once faid by an eminent believer, Jehovah jireb, 
II * 
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The Lord will provide. Let this be the language of 
our hearts in all our needs. 

The hen comforts her winter brood ; (he fcreens 
them from the inclemencies of the weather. She 
fpreads out her wings, and forms a canopy over 
them ; this affords them a houfe to lodge in, and a 
bed to deep on ; no velvet is fofter, no blankets are 
warmer; here they are cherifhed and refrefhed ; 
here they find heat when they fliiver with cold, are 
dried when they come dropping with wet. 

Jefus alfo comforts his poor people ; he is called 
the confolation of Ifrael. Come unto me, fays the 
merciful Redeemer, all ye that labour and are hea- 
vy laden, and I will give you reft ; all ye that are 
weary, and l will refrefh you. He is afflitfted in all 
their afflitftions, and is as ready to fuccour them, as 
a man is to allay the anguifh of his own fmarting. 
flefli. He is the good, the inconceivably-good 
Shepherd, whofe bowels yearn with the tendereft 
compaffion, when his lambs are fatigued or diftref- 
fed ; he even lays them in his bofom.—Every thing 
but Jefus fpeaks terror, and creates difmay to his 
little dock. But this compaflionate Shepherd leads 
them forth befide the water of comfort. The world 
lays many a fnare for their feet; the world perfe- 
ciites and hates them. In the world, they muft have 
tribulation ; but Chrift fays, Be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world, and will make you par- 
takers of my vi&ory ; becaufe I have conquered, ye 
{hall conquer alfo. The law lays dreadful things to 
their charge; the law is the miniftration of con- 
demnation; the law thunders out threatenings: 
They are rebels, fays that righteous law ; they have 
tranfgreded my precepts ; they deferve to fuffer all 
the curfes denounced againft the difobedient and 
ungodly. But Chrift gently whifpers, Be of good 
courage, my people, take fanftuary in your Media- 
tor ; I have anfwered all the demands of the law : 
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if it requires punifhment, I fuftained torments un- 
utterable; if it infills on blood, I fatisfied it with 
divine blood ; with every drop of my heart’s blood ; 
fo that there is no condemnation to them that are 
interefted in me. If it called for righteoufnefs, I 
fubmitted to its authority ; I performed every jot 
and title of its commands, and thereby brought in 
a perfefl and everlalling righteoufnefs. Lay hold 
on my obedience ; receive this from my free grace, 
and the law has nothing more to charge againft 
you ; for the righteoufnefs of the law is fulfilled in 
them that believe, though the devil tempts and dif- 
trelfes the children of jefus.—He not only tempts, 
but accufes them, aggravating and calling aloud for 
vengeance ; cries, Down with them, down with 
them, even to the dull. But Jefus gracioufly Heps 
in, baffles the accufation, arrefts the judgement, and 
fays, I have died, to fave them from going into the 
pit; for I have found a ranfom : if they have fin- 
ned, I have taken them upon myfelf ; if they have 
multiplied tranfgrefiions as the liars of the heaven, 
my Father hath laid on me the iniquities of them all. 
They are my redeemed ones; they are bought with 
my blood. I cannot lofe my purchafe ; if they are 
not faved, I am not glorified. 

Such fweet truths fent home upon the poor foul, 
mull be very comfortable and rellorative to the 
drooping finner; more refrelhing and gladdening 
to the confcience, than the feathers of the hen are 
to her feeble llarving brood. 

Upon the whole, let us imitate the chickens, by 
trulling in Jefus for all we want or wilh ; let us 
lean upon our Beloved in all our progrefs through 
this wildernefs ; expe£l to be furnifhed entirely out 
of his fulnefs ; look for proteflion from his almigh- 
ty arm. Depend upon provifion from his inex- 
haullible treafures ; and for comfort, from a grow- 
ing fenfe of our interell in him. 

H a 
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Let this be the habitual language of our heart,— 

BleiTed Lord, I am weak and wretched, furrounded 
by a multitude of dangers, and defiled by a thou- 
fand corruptions; O defend me by thy eternal pow- 
er. Let thy almighty arm be over me *, let thy 
Holy Spirit be ever with me; never leave me to my 
enemies; never give me up to my own blindnefs 
and impotency, for I flee unto thee to hide me : on 
thee I depend to break every fnare of temptation 
that endangers me from without, to mortify every 
feed of corruption that pollutes me from within. I 
am poor and needy, blefled Jefus, do thou provide 
for me. Since I mull one day give an account of 
myfelf to God ; let thy blood wafh away my guilt, 
and drown all my tranfgreffions. Since I muft, ere 
long. Hand before him whofe eyes are as a burning 
fire, O ! clothe me with the robes of thy righteouf- 
nefs, the garments of falvation, that I may be holy 
and blamelefs in his fight. Since I muft quickly 
die out of tins miferable world, provide me an en- 
trance into thine own everlafting kingdom : and 
while I continue in this world, provide me with 
grace fufficient for me, that I may live like thine e- 
left, and adorn the gofpel of God my Saviour. 

I am often diftrefl'ed ; mifgiving thoughts and an- 
guifh of mind, make me hang down my head like 
a bulrulh. Through fear of death, and dread of e- 
ternal judgement, my joints are fometimes ready to 
finite one againft another ; but O ! holy and moft 
merciful Saviour, be thou my fupport. Pour the oil 
of gladnefs into my inner man ! give me the joy of 
thy falvation : the law condemns me, but do thou 
juftify me ; my own confcience writes bitter things 
asjatnft me, but do thou whifper to my foul, B<? of 
good cheer, thy fins are forgiven thee. The roar- 
ing lion often terrifies me ; but O ! thou good and 
faithful Shepherd, let thyfelf comfort me. Let me 
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know and feel, that I am thine, and then nothing 
{hall pluck me out of thy hands. 

This was wrote before my late illnefs. You fee 
from hence, that you my friends at Biddeford have 
been on my thoughts, though they have not of late 
been addrefl'ed by way of letter ; and I {hall always 
pray, that whether we are fick or in health, the Lord 
Jefus Chrift may be the ftrength of our hearts, and 
our portion for ever.—lam, &c. 

LETTER XX. 

T)ear —, 

IT is our duty continually to fing hofanna to the 
King of Ifrael, who treadeth all enemies under 

his feet. He can tread them down like clay in the' 
ftreets, or caft them out as lightning from heaven. 
Nothing is impolhble to him ; they who know 
Chrift’s faithfulnefs and truth, will put their truft 
in him; they will hang upon him every moment, 
as the feeble child in the arms of the indulgent mo- 
ther, for grace to {Lengthen and enable them to 
withiland the devices of that enemy of fouls, who 
is feeking every moment todeftroy the weak believ- 
er, the babes in Chrift.—Satan fays, with that wick- 
ed one in Exodus, I will purfue them with incon- 
ceivable malice and rage ; I will overtake and tear 
them in pieces like a lion; I will lay ten thoufand 
fnares in their way, and if it be poffible, bring them 
under the dominion of fin, and after that into the 
damnation of hell.—The believer replies, Thou 
wouldft efieft this, O thou enemy of all godlinefs, 
I know thou wouldft effeft it with as much eafe, as 
a feather is born down by a fweeping whirlwind, 
was I left a moment to myfelf; but my ftrength do 
I aferibe unto my incarnate God. The bldTed Jefus 
has undertaken for my fecurity; he watches over 
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me every moment, and nothing can pluck me out 
of his hands. He hath laid, (who fhall difannul it ?) 
that fin (hall not have dominion over me; he will 
preferve me by his almighty power unto falvation. 
Let all my advcrfaries know afl'uredly, thatmyfafe- 
ty is not in myfelf.—But as the hills Hand round a- 
bout Jerufalem, even fo the Lord Itandeth round 
about his people, from this time forth for ever- 
more. 

Whoever attempts the ruin of a foul that is flaid 
on Jefus, mull wrench the fovereignty from the 
hand of Omnipotence, and caufe unlhaken faithful- 
nefs to fail. So long as all things in heaven and 
earth, and under the earth, do bow, and obey the 
Lamb that was (lain ; fo long as Chrift is a God un- 
changeable, and faithful that cannot lie, fo long 
lhall a poor feeble worm, that trulls in him, be fe- 
cure from apollafy and perdition. O ! the blef- 
fings, the comforts that fpring from a right know- 
ledge of Jefus! Richer blelfings I cannot wilh! 
greater treafures I cannot enjoy nor poflefs ! This, 
this alone, is that knowledge which St. Paul valu- 
ed above all other aecomplifhments or acquirements; 
in comparifon of which, he counted all things elfe 
no better than drofs or dung. O ! let my dear Bid- 
deford friends beg-of the Father of lights to fend 
out the Spirit of wifdom and revelation, that I may 
be filled with the knowledge of him, anti of Jefus 
Chrill whom he hath fent: and, in return, both they 
and you, my friends, may be allured of the molt 
hearty and repeated prayers of— 

Your fincere friend, See. 

LETTER XXI. 

SIR, WeJlon.Favell, November \6, 1745. 
IT is not eafy to exprefs the fatisfa£lion I received 

from your agreeable and ufeful converfation 
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this afternoon. I rejoice to find, that there are 
gentlemen of genius, learning, and politenefs, who 
dare profefs a fupreme value for the fcriptures, and 
are not afhamed of the crofs of Chrift. I congratu- 
late you, dear Sir, on this occafion ; and cannot 
but look on a mind fo principled, and a heart fo 
difpofed, as a very choice and diltinguifhing part of 
your happinefs. Was I to frame a with for the' dear- 
eft and moft valuable friend on earth, I would ear- 
neftly defire, that he might grow daily in this grace, 
and increafe in the knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jefus Chrift. And when my pen begs leave 
to allure you, that this is my unfeigned with for 
***, it only tranfcribes what is deeply written on 
my heart. 

This brings the dedication and the preface, which 
are to introduce a little eflay, entitled Meditations 
among the tombs, and Refledfions on a flower gar- 
den, in two letters to a lady. I hope, Sir, in con- 
fequence of your kind promife, you will pleafe to 
perufe them with the file in your hand. The fe- 
verity of the critic, and the kindnefs of the friend, 
in this cafe, will be infeparable.—The evangelical 
ftrain, I believe, muft be preferved; becaufe, o- 
therwife, the introductory thoughts will not har- 
monize with the fubfequent the porch will be un- 
fuitable to the building—But if you perceive any 
meannefs of expreffion, any quaintnefs of fenti- 
ment, or any other impropriety and inelegance, I 
thall acknowledge it as a very Angular favour, if you 
will be fo good as to difcover and correft fuch ble- 
mithes. 

I hope, Sir, my end in venturing to publith, is 
an hearty defire to ferve, in fome little degree, the 
interefts of Chriftianity, by endeavouring to fet 
fome of its moft important truths in a light, that 
may both entertain and edify. As I profefs this 
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view, I am certain, your affeftionate regard for the 
moft excellent religion imaginable, will incline you 
to be concerned for the iffue of fuch an attempt, 
and therefore to contribute to its fuccefs, both by 
bellowing your animadverfions upon thefe fmall 
parts, and by fpeaking of the whole (when it lhall 
come abroad) with all that candour which is natu- 
ral to the Chriftian, and will be fo greatly needed 
by this new adventurer in letters, who is, &c. 

LETTER XXII. 

Dear Sir, Wefton-Favell, Nov. 19, 1745. 

I Cannot forbear making my grateful ackowledg- 
ments for your moll obliging letter. You could 

not poffibly have imagined any thing more agreea- 
ble to my inclination, than the propofal you are 
pleafed to make of admitting me to your acquain- 
tance and convcrfation. I accept your kind offer. 
Sir, with thankfulnefs, with joy ; and lhall molt 
gladly cultivate a friendlhip, which is not only per- 
fectly innocent, but remarkably elegant and im- 
proving Efpccially, fince you are pleafed to per- 
mit the difcourfe to turn upon thofe points, which 
it is my duty to Itudy, and my delight to contem- 
plate. Nor fliall I forget, how much I am indebt- 
ed to your condefcenlion for this favour ; but fhall 
always bear a refpeCtful fenfe of the diltinguilhed 
rank, and fuperior abilities of my worthy friend. 

Indeed, I am particularly delighted with fuch in- 
terviews, as ferve to enlarge our knowledge, and 
refine our affe&ions ; fuch as have an apparent ten- 
dency to render us more ufeful in our prefent fta- 
tions, and to ripen us for future happinefs; fuch 
was that which I lately enjoyed in your company. 
This is a feafl of reafon ; a feaft of truth ; and, I 
mull own, has charms for m^, infinitely fuperior 



Let. 22. OF LETTERS. 95 
to all the impertinent amufements of modifh chat, 
or the mean gratifications of the bottle. 

When I have been alked to fpend an afternoon 
with a gentleman of a learned education, and un- 
queftionable ingenuity, I have fancied myfelf invit- 
ed to take a turn in fome beautiful garden ; where 
I expe&ed to have been treated with a fight of the 
moll delicate flowers, and molt amiable forms of 
nature: when, to my great furprife, I have been 
ftiewn nothing but the moll worthlefs thiftle, and 
contemptible weeds. To one who has fo often been 
difappointed, it mulfbe peculiarly pleafing to find 
the fatisfa£lion which he has long fought in vain. 
This I make no doubt of obtaining, if I may be 
permitted to be a third perfon in the interview, 
when you and Mr. *** fit together in focial confer- 
ence. 

I beg leave to return my thanks for your ingeni- 
ous remark upon a fentence in the effay towards a 
preface and alfo to exprefs my entire fatisfatlion 
in your motion for confidering more attentively the 
fpiritual interells of the poor patients in the hofpi- 
tal. At prefent, it is undeniably plain, that much 
more afliduous and effedtual care is taken of their 
temporal, than of their eternal welfare. With 
pleafure I fhall join in concerting fome proper me- 
thod to redlify this mifeondudt, and with a real a- 
lacrity lhall execute (as far as I ihall be enabled) any 
expedient which you fhall judge conducive to the re- 
covery and health of their fouls. 

I almoft repent, that my pen has intruded, per- 
haps, in the midlt of important bufinefs, and ftole 
fo much of your valuable time.— But now I have 
done :—and lhall only repeat, what agreeable views 
I form from the profpecl of your future acquain- 
tance, and what an addition it will be to my hap- 
pinefs to be owned and regarded, as, &c. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

SIR, Wejlon-Faisell, Dec. 1 7, 1745. 

I Admire your remarkable regard for truth, and 
that noble greatnefs of foul, which fcorns to fa- 

crifice confcience to interelf, and cannot ftoop 
to receive temporal honours on fuch ignoble terms. 
Your conduct reminds me of a molt amiable pecu- 
liarity in the upright and religious man’s character, 
as it is drawn by the infpired writers ; with which 
you cannot but be particularly pleafed, as it lb ex- 
actly correfponds with your own ; fuch a one, fays 
the royal preacher, feareth an oath ; fuch a one 
adds the fweet linger of Ifrael, fpeaketh the truth 
from his heart. 

The thirty nine articles I have more than once 
fubferibed^ and as I continue ftedfalt in the belief 
of them, as you are pleafed to alk my opinion re- 
lating to fome feemingly exceptionable tenets con- 
tained in' them, I moft readily fubmit it to your 
confideration ; not, Sir, in the capacity of a cafuift, 
who would attempt a fatisfaclory aniwer to your 
queftions : but only under the notion of a fincere 
friend, who would freely difclofe his whole foul, 
and entertain no one fentiment, but what ihould be 
communicated to a valuable acquaintance. 

« You are a good deal puzzled about the equa- 
« lity of the Son with the Father, in Athanafms’s 
“ fenfe”— I own, it is no wonder, that we Ihould 
be fomewhat ftaggered at this myfterious truth ; e- 
fpecially if we indulge a wanton curiofity, and in- 
quire after the quomodeity of the doctrine ; if no- 
thing will content our bufy minds, but a clear com- 
prehenfion of this particular, they will never be 
brought to acquiefce in this article. But if they dare 
venture to believe the exprefs declarations of infinite 
Wifdom, and wait till a future ftate for a full evo- 
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lution of the myftery, their afl'ent will foon be de- 
termined. 

I once thought a very ftriking proof of this fcrip- 
tural do&rine might be derived from the known 
properties of a mortal child, confidered in compari- 
fon with the parent. Is not the fon as perfect a 
partaker of all the conftituent parts of the human 
nature as the father ? Are not the children of this 
age pofTefTed of the fame endowments of body 
and mind, as their fathers in the preceding age ? 
Whatever effential excellencies belong to the one, 
may, with equal truth, be predicated of the other. 
And if the fon, in this our inferior world, be in all 
points equal to his progenitor, why fhould we not 
fuppofe, that the glorious Son of God is equal, in 
all refpe£ts, to his almighty Father ? 

But I chufe to forbear all fuch fond endeavours 
to explain, what, to our very limited apprehenfions, 
is altogether inexplicable. I rather receive fcrip- 
ture for my teacher, and give up my fentiments to 
be formed and conducted by that infallible guide. 
J-n fcripture, there are abundance of texts, which, 
in the molt explicit terms imaginable, aflert the Son 
to be God. Now, if he be God, he cannot have 
any fuperior : inferiority evidently deftroys divinity 
inferiority, in any inftance, is inconfiftent with the 
notion of a fupreme Being. So that every text in 
fcripture, which afcribes a divine nature to theblef- 
fed Jefus, feems to fpeak all that Athanalius main- 
tains, concerning the abfolute, univerfal equality of 
the Son with the Father. 

In what refpe£Is can the Son be fuppofed inferi- 
or ? Are not the fame honours given to the Son, 
as are paid to the Father ? The pfalmift mentions 
two of the incommunicable honours which are due 
to the fupreme Majefty. Both which he declares, 
are, and fliall be, addrefled to the Son ; Prayer 
lhall be made ever unto him, and daily (hall he be 
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praifed. This adorable perfon is the objedl of our 
worfhip throughout the whole litany. In the doxo- 
logies of our liturgy, the fame glory is afcribed to 
all the three infinitely-exalted perfons of the Trini- 
ty. I take notice of this, not as a conclufive argu- 
ment, but only to hint at the uniform judgement of 
our reformers on this important head ; and to point 
out their particular care to inculcate, with incefl'ant 
afliduity, this belief upon the members of their com- 
munion.—Are not the fame works afcribed to the 
Son, as are afcribed to the Father ? God, the fove- 
reign and fupreme God, (according to the periphra- 
fis of a Heathen poet, Cui nihil fimile, aut fecun- 
dum,) often declares his Matchlefs perfedtions, by 
referring mankind to his allonilhing works of crea- 
tion. And is not the Son the Creator of the uni- 
verfe ? AH things were made by him, is the telli- 
mony of one apoflle ; and, He upholdeth all things 
by the word of his power, the depofition of another. 
—Is not the fame incommunicable name applied to 
the Son ? Jehovah is allowed to be a name never at- 
tributed, throughout the whole fcripture, to any 
being, but only to the one living and true God ; 
who only hath immortality, who hath no fuperior, 
none like him in heaven or earth. But this title is 
the charadler of the incarnate Son. If we compare 
Mofes and St. Paul, we fhall find that Chritt is 
Jehovah, Numb. xxi. 6. with 1 Cor. x. 9. This 
argument, I think, is not common ; and, I mult 
own, has had a great influence in fettling my judge- 
ment, ever fince I was apprifed of it.—Another 
proof was fuggelted in the morning-lefibn for the 
day, If. xlv. 23. compared with Phil. ii. 10. It 
is the prophet, that infinitely-wife God, who mani- 
fefteth, even from ancient time, the dark and re- 
mote events of futurity ; who peremptorily declares, 
that there is no God befides him, confequently none 
fuperior in any degree to him; yet this moll facred 
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perfon, who, in the prophet’s text, has the attri- 
butes of incomparable perfection, and unfharcd fu- 
premacy, is, in the apoftle’s comment, the Re- 
deemer. 

I fancy all thofe texts of fcripture^ which feem 
to you, Sir, fo diametrically oppofite to this do£t- 
rine, will, upon a renewed examination, appear 
referable only to the humanity of our Saviour. If 
fo, they cannot affecl the point under debate, nor 
invalidate the arguments urged in its fupport. 

After all, I believe, here lies the grand difficulty. 
Sonfhip, we take for granted, implies inferiority. 
Sonfhip implies the receiving of a being from ano- 
ther; and to receive a being, is an inftance of in- 
feriority.—But, dear Sir, let us rcprefs every bold 
inquiry into this awful fecret; left that of the a- 
poftle, « /'Ji tepauta/ iuCa.7ivav, be the lighteft cenfure 
wc incur. What is light reafoning, when applied 
to the cafe of created exiftence, is little lefs than 
blafphemy, when applied to that divine perfon, who 
is, from everlafting to everlafting, the great I AM. 
—The generation of the Son of God is an unfath- 
omable myftery. A prophet cries out with amaze, 
Who can declare his generation ? and if we can- 
not conceive it, how can we form any conclufions, 
or determine what confequences follow from it ?— 
Here it becomes us not to examine, but to adore. 
If we know not how the bones do grow in the 
womb of her that is with child, how fhall we be a- 
ble to ftate the nature, or explain the effects of a 
generation, inexpreffibly more remote from our fi- 
nite apprehenfions ? • 

Upon the whole ; fince the fcripture has given 
us repeated and unqueftionable affurance, that 
Chrift is God; fince common fenfe cries aloud a- 
gainft the abfurdity of fuppofing a God, who has a 
luperior ; fhall we reje£t fuch pofitive evidences of 
revelation, and be deaf to the ftrongeft remonftran- 
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ces of our reafon, merely becaufe we cannot con- 
ceive, howthe Sonfhip of the Redeemer can be com- 
patible with an abfolute equality, in all poflible per- 
fe&ion, to the Father ? 

It need not be hinted to ***, that this doftrine 
of the Divinity, confequently of the equality, of 
the facred Tri-une, is not merely a fpeculative 
point, but has a mod dole connection with prac- 
tice^ and is admirably fitted to influence our lives, 
in the molt powerful and endearing manner. That 
it is no lefs infeparably connected with the grand 
bleflings of acquittance from the guilt, and delive- 
ry from the bondage of fin ; bleffings of unutterable 
and infinite value, without which, the children of 
men are of all creatures molt miferable ; which yet 
we cannot reafonably hope to enjoy, if anyofthofe 
illultrious perfons concerned in accomplifhing the 
great redemption, be fuppofed lefs than divine. 

The 18th article, you add, is another objection 
to me, which begins thus, They alfo are to be had 
accurfed, See.—This, as you obferve, feems harfh. 
Yet the harfhnefs is not ours, but the apoftle’s. I 
imagine, this is no more than a tranfeript of St. 
Paul’s awful and folemn declaration, tranimitted to 
the Galatian converts, and denounced againft their 
corrupting teachers. Be pleafed, Sir, to perufe at- 
tentively that whole ini’pired letter, and efpecially 
to confider chap. i. verfes 6, 7, 8, 9. Then permit 
me to appeal to yourfelf, whether our article pro- 
fefies any dodlrine, which is not clearly eftablifhed 
in that moll excellent epiftle ; or whether our church 
ufes more fevere terms, than the apoftle thinks pro- 
per to thunder out, in that memorable paflage ?— 
But might not this dodbrine have been palliated a 
little, or the tremendous fandtion fomewhat foften- 
ed ? No; we muft not add to, or diminifh from, 
our inviolable rule. A faithful fleward of the di- 
vine myfleries, muft declare the whole will of God, 
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in its full extent and latitude; together with the 
fearful confequences of prefumptuoufly oppofing it, 
as well as the bleffed eifetls of cordially receiv- 
ing it. 

I am not furprifed, that this procedure ftartles 
fomc, offends others. St. Paul feems to have fore- 
feen this event; and therefore apologizes for him- 
felf, fhall I fay ? rather declares his unalterable re- 
folution of perfifting in this praftice ; q. d. I am 
fenfible, that fuch teachings will be far from pala- 
table to too many of my hearers ; I am aware alfo, 
that to threaten the divine anathema on every op- 
pofer of this dodtrine, will be Hill more offenfive. 
But lhall I defiff on thefe conliderations ? {hall I 
accommodate the ftandard doftrines of heaven 
to the depraved talle of the age ; or be felicitous to 
make them fquare with the favourite fchemes of hu- 
man device, only to avoid creating difguft in fome 
minds ? No, verily : I preach what unerring wif- 
dom has revealed, not what capricious man has 
dreamed, (ctp]/ yap xi'SpeoTr^ Tnfiu, » tw Oeoi/;) and, there- 
fore dare not vary one jot or title from my high or- 
ders. My bufinefs is principally to pleafe God by 
a faithful difeharge of my commillion, not to ingra- 
tiate myfelf with men, by modelling my doeftrine 
in conformity to their humours ; (£»7<u ayOperjoK af-j- 
Ki/y;) and therefore I mult, I muff deliver it, juft 
as I received it. 

But why do I oiler to illuftrate thefe texts r Your 
own meditations, I perfuade myfelf, wall difeern, 
much more clearly than I can reprefent, that the 
compilers of our articles are no other than the echo 
of St. Paul; or rather, that they only fet their feal 
to the dofrrines of Chrift, which he taught; and 
approve that verdift of heaven, which he has 
brought in. This confideration will acquit them 
from the charge of harftmefs of expreffion, or un- 
char itablenefs of fentiment. 
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Your objections thus proceed. I believe that e- 

very one will be faved, who acts up to the belt of 
his knowledge.—I almolt durlt venture to join if- 
fue with my friend upon this footing ; and under- 
take to prove, from this very pofition, the univerfal 
neceHity of believing in Chrilt for falvation. Be- 
caufe, I think, it is indifputably certain, that there 
is no man living, who has in all points aCted up 
to his knowledge: and if he has fwerved, in any in- 
Itance, from his known acknowledged duty, how 
ihall he efcape punifhment, without an atonement? 
Video meliora probocjue, deteriora fequor, is what 
the moit vigilant and upright of mortals have, at 
fome unhappy moments, felt to be true. If fo, how 
{hall they Hand before that righteous God, who will 
not acquit the guilty, without an interelt in the 
great expiation ! But I prefume, your propofition 
is to be taken in a more qualified fenfe; it means 
that thofe who fincerely, though not perfectly, in 
the main courfe of their life, and as far as the infir- 
mities of a frail nature admit, aCt up to their know- 
ledge ; that thefe fhall be faved, even without their 
application to the merits of a Saviour. If this opi- 
nion be true, I own, it mult be very unfafe to fub- 
fcribe our articles. 

When this point is in difpute, I apprehend, we 
are to confine it to thofe who live in a gofpel land, 
where opportunities of knowing the good will of 
God prefent themfelves every day, every hour. As 
for the Heathens, who ly under unavoidable and 

' irremediable ignorance of the bleffed Jefus, they 
are out of the queltion. They, I think, fhould be 
remitted to God’s unfearchable wifdom and good- 
nefs. There may be uncovenanted mercies for 
them, which we know nothing of. It feems to be 
q daring and unjuftifiable rafhnefs, for us to deter- 
mine one way or the other, with regard to their fi- 
nal Hate. This, however, is plain from the oracles 
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of revelation, that it will be more tolerable for thofe 
poor Gentiles in the day of eternal judgement, 
than for thofe inexcufable infidels, who have heard 
and difobeyed the glorious gofpel.—The controver- 
fy then concerns thofe only, wlw have the Bible in 
their hands, or the voice of the preacher founding 
in their religious afiemblies every fabbath-day. 
Thefe, dear Sir, I cannot think will inherit falva- 
tion, though they acf with ever fo much fincerity, 
according to their knowledge, unlefs they add to 
their knowledge, faith. 

Perhaps, what we call their knowledge, is no 
better than downright and wilful ignorance : the 
light that is in them is. darknefs. Perhaps, they 
never took any pains to get themfelves informed in 
the glorious peculiarities of the gofpel. If fo, their 
conduft is one continued difobedience to the divine 
commands, which require us to feek for wifdom as 
for hid treafures ; which charge us to fearch the 
fcriptures (spswaj/) as narrowly, as induftrioufly, as 
the fportfman fearches every fpot of ground, beats 
every tuft of grafs, in order to llart the latent game. 
In this cafe, what wre call their knowledge, is real- 
ly blindnefs itfelf; and their want of true know- 
ledge cannot be their plea, becaufe it is evidently 
their negleft and their fin. 

But fuppofe thefe perfons have fearched the fcrip- ’ 
tures, and yet are perfuaded, that there is no fuch 
need of a Saviour’s merits. Shall we condemn 
them in thefe circumftances ?—We do not prefume 
to fit as their judges, or to fcatter at our pleafure 
the thunders of eternal vengeance ; we only declare, 
what fentence is palled upon them by the fupreme 
Difpenfer of life and death. He has made it an 
adjudged cafe, he has palled it into an irrepealable 
Jaw, That whofo believeth not in the Son of God, 
whofoever pcrverfely perfilts in feeking fome other 
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method of falvation, and will not fly to that Re- 
deemer whom infinite Wifdom has fet forth for a 
propitiation, this man is condemned already. 

Will it he faid, That a man cannot help aflent- 
ing to what he is thoroughly perfuaded to be right? 
And if a Deill from his very foul believes, that mo- 
rality alone is the way to life ; and that the notion 
of a Redeemer, to make fatisfaclion, and procure 
juftification, is a religious chimera ; (hall we blame 
fuch a one for following the genuine diftates of his 
mind ?—I anfwer, ftill I anfwer, Tlrat we muft a- 
bide by the determinations of that fovereign God, 
whofe judgement we are fure is according to truth. 
He has faid, nor can all the cavils and fophiftry in 
the world fuperfede the decree, He that believeth 
not, fhall be damned. Be not fhocked, Sir, at the 
ieeming feverity of the doom. Rather let us be fhock- 
ed, be greatly aftonifhed, at the prodigious hardi- 
nefs of thofe more than Itecly hearts, which can at- 
tend to fuch terrors of the Lord, and not be per- 
fuaded to come to Chrift ; nay, what is enough to 
make heaven and earth horribly amazed, can hear 
of thefe terrors, and yet regard them no more than 
a puff of empty air. 

Nor w'ill it extenuate the crime of unbelief, to 
alledge in behalf of the infidel, that he is aftually 
convinced, in his owm confidence, that his fenti- 
ments are right. He may be fo ; and yet be inexcuf- 
ably guilty notwithftanding : for is it not owing to 
his own fault, that he has imbibed fuch fentiments? 
Is it not through his own criminal mifeondudt, that 
he has contracted fuch a perverfe habit of think- 
ing ? Has he not indulged fome darling vice, v/hich 
has clouded his underftanding ? Or, inftead of 
obeying the great mandate of heaven, This is my 
beloved Son, hear ye him ; has he not attended fole- 
ly to the arguings, deductions, and difeernment of 
his own reafon, as his only guide to heavenly truth ? 
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A drunkard verily thinks, (if he thinks at all,) that 
he dqes nobly in committing infults on quiet harm- 
lefs people. But will his bare thinking, that he afts 
gallantly, acquit him at the bar of equity ? Perhaps, 
in his prefent condition, he cannot help fancying, 
that his actions are becoming, and that he does well 
to be turbulent and outrageous; but though he can- 
not help the effeifl:, might he not have avoided the 
caufe of his phrenzy ? Methinks, this comparifon 
will hold good, if applied to the cafe of many fcor- 
ners of the gofpel; who think contejmptuouily of 
Jefus Chrift, and who really apprehend they do 
nothing amifs in depretiating his obedience and 
■death. But I fear, they have brought upon them- 
felves this deplorable delirium, or intoxication of 
their underTlandings, either by voluptuoufnefs and 
debauchery, or elfe by felf-conceit, and the molt o- 
dious arrogance of mind •, which, in the eftimate of 
the Holy One of Ifrael, is no better than fpiritual 
idolatry. 

For my pari, I am affured, that God has vouch- 
fafed us the means of obtaining the knowledge of 
himfelf, and of Jefus Chrift, whom he hath fent; 
it is equally certain, that he has commanded us to 
acquaint ourfelves with him, and be at peace ; it is 
no lefs undeniable, that whofoever feeks this inefti- 
mable knowledge, by a diligent application to the 
feriptures, by a child-like dependence on the teach- 
ings of the divine Spirit, by humble prayers to be 
led into all truth, and by doing the will of God, fo 
far as he is acquainted with it,—whofoever fecks, 
by ufing thefe means, fhall find, ftiall come to the 
knowledge of the truth, and be faved. If there- 
fore perfons are fo negligent, as not to ufe thefe 
methods ; fo audacious, as tocontemn themjfo haugh- 
ty,as to intagine they haveno need of them; theymay 
juftly be given over to their own delufions,and yet be 
moft righteoufly punilhed as fuicides of their fouls. 
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But Bill it is pleaded, in vindication of the good- 

natured, civilized infidel, That there is no turpi- 
tude in his life ; that his behaviour is every way ir- 
reproachable.—As to the turpitude of his life, when 
compared with the converfation of other men, I 
have nothing to fay : but furely, there is the high- 
eft iniquity in his principles and condudf, when 
compared with the revealed will of God ; which is 
the only criterion of truth, the only ftandard of 
excellence. God has commanded all men to ho- 
nour the Son, even as they honour the Father ; but 
thefe people proteft againft the divine edidf, and 
fay, with thofe infolent fubjefts in the gofpel. We 
will not have this Jefus to reign over us. God has 
folemnly declared, That all mankind are become 
guilty before"him ; that by the works of the moral 
law, no llefti living {hall be juftified ; that there is 
no Mediator between God and men, but the Man 
Chrift Jefus ; but thefe people maintain, in defiancp 
of this declaration, that they themfelves are able to 
make up matters with their offended Creator, and 
can by their own honeft behaviour, fecure a title to 
everlafting felicity. God, of his fupcrabundant and 
inconceivably rich goodnefs, has given his Son, his 
only Son to fuffer agonies, to filed blood, to lay 
down an infinitely-precious life for them ; yet thefe 
people, like thofe impious wretches that crucified 
the Lord of glory, deride his agonies, trample up- 
on his blood, and though he has redeemed them, 
they fpeak lies againft him. #—Let us fee then a lit- 
tle part of the evidence fumnaed up againft the fpi- 
rit of unbelief. It implies ftubbornnefs, which is 
as the fin of witchcraft; rebellion, which is as ini- 
quity and idolatry : it implies the molt affuming 
pride, which is an abomination to the Lord : it im- 
plies the vileft ingratitude, even amidft the moft un- 

* Hof. viii. 13. 
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bounded beneficence ; and the voice of nature has 
proclaimed, Ingratum fi dixeris, omnia dixeris.— 
Let the impartial confiderer decide, whether the 
heart of thefe perfons be right before God ; or whe- 
ther their condudt, when brought to the teft of 
that word which is to judge them at the laft day, 
be fo unblameable as is frequently pretended. 

Enough has been faid of the two firfl points ; I 
fear, more than enough to fatigue your attention. 
However, I now draw in the reins, and promife 
not to put your patience upon doing fuch tedious 
penance any more. 

There is another expreifion in the paragraph re- 
lating to the 18th article, which, lince you expect 
my undifguifed opinion, I cannot difmifs without a 
remark. When the fcriptures fay, that men {hall 
be faved through the name of Chrilt, you fuppofe, 
Sir, they mean, that Chrift made a general atone- 
ment for original fin.—Wrhereas, I apprehend, that 
fuch texts import abundantly, I had almoft faid in- 
finitely more. Thus much, I think, at leaft they 
muft amount to in their fignification ; that if we 
are faved from the guilt of our offences, it {hall be 
only through the all-atoning blood of the Lamb of 
God. If we are made acceptable to that awful Ma- 
jefty who dwelleth in light inacceffible, this our 
juftification {hall be in ccr.fideration of the obedi- 
ence and righteoufnefs of the beloved Son j if we 
obtain the Spirit of lancfification, are enabled to de- 
ny all ungodlinefs, and to live foberly, rightcoufiy, 
and godlily in this prefent evil world, it fhall be 
through the interceffron of Jel'us our great High 
Prieit, by whom alone the Holy Ghoft is vouch- 
fafed to unworthy polluted finners. All this I take 
to be included in that word, of molt rich and com- 
prehenfive meaning, falvation ; and fince it is af- 
firmed, that we are faved by Chrift, I fhould think, 
it muft fignify, that we,obtain all thefe glorious 
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and invaluable benefits through that all-fufiicient 
Mediator. 

As to Chrift’s making an atonement for original 
fin, that furely was but one fingle branch of his im- 
portant undertaking ; Wo, wo be to the inhabitants 
of the earth, if he did no more. Our actual fins, 
the fins of our heart, the fins of our life, our fins 
of omiffion and fins of commiffion ; and all thefe 
fins, which are more in number than the hairs of 
our head, heavier with horrid aggravations than the 
fand of the fea, he bore in his own body on the 
tree. He was wounded for our offences ; he was 
bruifed for our tranfgreffions; and the Lord laid 
on him (not only the innate depravity, but) the ac- 
tual iniquities of us all. 

Your next objedfion lies againit the 13th article, 
namely, Works done before the grace of Chrift, are 
not acceptable to God :—Is the meaning of this te- 
net, you afk, that men are made with a natural in- 
capacity of doing any thing but finful adlions.—I 
anfwer, this is not fo properly the meaning of the 
article, as a moft cogent reafon to eftablilli it. On- 
ly let it be ftated a little more clearly, and it is no 
inconfiderable argument in proof of the dodhrine. 
Men were not made by their Creator with this in- 
capacity, but they have brought it upon themfelves 
by their own fault. By their original fin, they have 
contradded a moft miferable depravity, and have 
made themfelves Tfer TAy zpyov ayaQa1 o.J'okiuks. Since 
therefore we can do no good work, before we are 
renewed by the grace of Chrift, it feems to follow, 
that we can do no work acceptable to God, till this 
renovation take place.—This, you pbferve, does not 
feem fo agreeable to charity, as one could wiftr.— 
Worthy Sir, our notions of charity are not to be 
the rule of the divine acceptance, either of perfons 
or things. If the doddrine be agreeable to the de- 
clarations of unerring Wifdom, we are to admit it 
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with all readinefs; and rather conclude, that we 
miftake the nature of charity, than that the fcrip- 
ture miftakes the terms of the Almighty’s accept- 
ance and favour.—You know, Sir, it is the exprefs 
voice of feripture, that without faith it is impoffible 
to pleafe God ; and till the Spirit of Chrift be died 
abroad in the foul,' it poflelTes no fuch facred prin- 
ciple as true faith.—It is a favourite apophthegm of 
our divine Mailer’s, That a corrupt tree cannot 
bring forth good fruit. And are not all that fpring 
from the (lock of fallen Adam, corrupt trees, until 
they are ingrafted into the true olive tree, and par- 
take of his meliorating and generous juices ?—I lhall 
only mention one more fcriptural oracle ; an oracle 
delivered not from Delphos, no, nor from mount 
Sinai, but immediately from heaven itfelf: This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed. I 
have always thought thefe words are to be taken in 
an exclufive fenfe ; as though the everlafting Father 
had faid, I am well pleafed with the apoftate race 
of. Adam, only as they are reconciled through my 

"beloved Son : uninterelled in him, no perfons are 
the objetts of my complacency; unrecommended 
by him, no adlions are the fubjeft of my approba- 
tion. If this be the genuine fenfe of the palTage, it 
will ferve at once to confirm the article, and to ob- 
viate the objedlion derived from the deficiency, 
and remains of pollution, that cleave even to the 
performances of a believer. 

I am glad you have fatisfied yourfelf with rela- 
tion to the article, which touches upon predeftina- 
tion and election. Thefe are fublime points, far a- 
bove the folution of our low capacities. But, for 
my part, I am no more furprifed, that fome reveal- 
ed truths fhould amaze my underftanding, than that 
the blazing fun fhould dazzle my eyes. That fuch 
things are mentioned in the infpired writings as real 
fadts, is undeniable. I fhould renounce my very 
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reafon, if I did not believe what Omnifcience at- 
tells, even though it fhould imply what is altogether 
inexplicable by my fcanty conceptions. And why 
ihould the incaverned mole, whofe dwelling is 
darknefs, whofe fight is but a fmall remove from 
blindnefs, why fhould fuch a poor animal wonder, 
that it cannot dart its eye through unnumbered 
worlds, or take in at a glance the vail fyflem of the 
univerfe ? 

Your fenfe of the 20th article is exaftly mine. 
The authority you mention, is, in my opinion, all 
the authority which the church, the rulers and go- 
vernors of the church, can reafonably claim, or re- 
gularly exercile, in matters relating to faith. Thefe 
rulers have po^ver, as you juftly obferve, to fettle, 
in conformity with what they conclude to be the 
meaning of fcripture, the nature and extent of their 
own creed ; and none, I think, can fairly deny 
them a right to determine, what points of belief 
{hall be the indifpenfible terms of enjoying commu- 
nion with their fociety. But as for I know not what 
privilege of interpreting fcripture, in fuch a manner, 
as that it {hall be contumacy to examine, before we 
credit, or heterodoxy and herefy to controvert their 
expofition; this is an authority which I cannot al- 
low to any man, or body of men, now in the world. 
At this rate, our faith would be built upon the de- 
cifions of the church, not on the determinations of 

- the infpired word ; and, confequently, be not of 
God, but of men. 

Could I have imagined, when I fet pen to paper, 
that it would have run fuch extravagant lengths ! 
Bear with my prolixity, dear Sir, and excufe my 
freedom ; or rather, if I have faid any thing in too 
free a llyle, you muft charge it upon your own con- 
defcenfion and candour, which have emboldened 
me to deliver my fentiments without the leaf! cloak 
or refcrve. 
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But I muft not, I dare not, clofe, without acting 

as becomes a minilter of the gofpel; without re- 
minding my valuable friend, that the infpiration of 
the Almighty giveth wifdom ; that a man can re- 
ceive nothing, much lefs an acquaintance with the 
myfteries of the Redeemer’s kingdom, unlefs it be 
given him from above. To this Fountain of wif- 
dom, and Father of lights, let us make humble, 
earneft, daily application. Then {hall we fee the 
things that belong to our peace, and, as it is mod 
emphatically expreffed by the facred penman, know 
the truth as it is in Jcfus.—I am, &e. 

LETTER XXIV. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon-Favell, Jan. 10. 1745-6. 

HOW arduous, and how momentous, is the talk 
you have aifigned me ! A fenfe of its diffi- 

culty and importance almoft deterred me from ven- 
turing fo much as to attempt it. A cordial friend- 
ffiip inftigated, and a confcioufnefs of my own in- 
capacity checked, for fome time, my fluauating 
mind. At length the bias inclined to the fide of 
the former; my reluaance, urged by the requeft of 
a friend, gives way ; and now I am fully deter- 
mined.—Determined, to what ? To enter the lifts 
againft the adverfaries of the Trinity ? More parti- 
cularly to appear as the champion for the perfona- 
!ity and divinity of the Holy Ghoft ? With a view 
of refting the grand debate on the dexterity of this 
pen ? No, Sir ; I form no fuch romantic fchemes; 
I renounce any fuch undertaking ; I am only deter- 
mined to lay before you the thoughts which have 
occurred, fince I have received your laft letter ; and 
this, on the condition of having them returned to 
the fecrecy of my clofet, after you have palled your 
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judgement, and bellowed your correfHons upon 
them. 

In managing this controverfy, fhali I fay ? or ra- 
ther in purfuing this inquiry, it behoves us hum- 
bly to apply to the great Father of lights for direc- 
tion. They {hall all be taught of God, fays the 
prophet; this promife we Ihould humbly plead at the 
throne of grace, and, in cheerful dependence on 
its acromplifhment, proceed to examine, with a 
modeft and reverential awe, the myfterious points 
before us. Whoever rejects this key, and yet hopes 
to be admitted into the treafures of heavenly know- 
ledge, a£h> altogether as imprudent a part, as if he ' 
fiiould expeft to attain a mafterly {kill in mathema- 
tics, and at the fame time negledf to inform himfelf , 
of the firft principles of that admired fcience. When 
a divine perfon is the obje£l: of our confideration, 
then furely it becomes us, in a more fpecial man- 
ner, not to lean to our own underftanding, but, 
like little children, to rely on the teachings of that 
all-wife Spirit, whofe nature, dignity, and attri- 
butes, we" would devoutly contemplate.—You will 
perhaps, take notice, that I anticipate what is to be . 
well proved ; and take it for granted, that the Holy f 
Ghoft is indeed God. I would only obferve from 
this remark, how naturally we wiih, how almoft ; 
unavoidably we conclude, that perfon to be really 
God, who is appointed to lead us into all truth. 

Let us now, Sir, if you pleafe, addrefs ourfelves 
to the inquiry, whether the Holy Spirit is a real per- 
fon,—whether that perfon is very God ?—and, thefe 
particulars being difcuded, it may be proper to ex- 
amine briefly the moft material of Mr Tomkins’s ob- 
jetdions.—But to whom, to what {hall we apply, 
in order to find the fatisfadion we feek ? Torea- 
fon, and her naked unaflifted didates ? Hardly can 
reafon guefs aright with relation to the things that 
are before our eyes j much lefs can fhe determine, 
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v/ith any certainty, concerning the unfearchable 
depths of the divine nature, thofe ret [SctBn tk ©-a- 
We have, in the word of revelation, an infallible 
oracle. To this let us direct our fearch. To the 
decifion of this unerring ftandard, let us inviolably 
adhere ; however it may furpafs our comprehenfion, 
or run counter to our fond prepofleflions. 

Here we may poffibly alk, Is not the Spirit of 
God, by a common metonymy, put for God him- 
felf ?—I own I have fometimes been inclined to he- 
utate on this queltion. When it is faid, My Spi- 
rit {hail not always ftrive with man, and. Grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God ; I have never thought 
thefe paflages a fufheient proof of the perfonality of 
the bleiTed Spirit, though (if I miltake not) com- 
monly urged in fupport of the doctrine. Thefe, I 
apprehend, might fairly be interpreted of grieving 
God himfelf, and refitting the tender gracious over- 
tures of his mercy. Conformably to that parallel 
form of fpeech, where it is faid by the infpired wri- 
ter, Paul’s fpirit was grieved, i. e. without all dif- 
pute, Paul himfelf was inwardly afflicted. 

Again, perhaps, the Spirit of the Lord may be 
nothing more than a particular modification or ex- 
ercife of a divine power jefident in the Deity. For 
inftance, when it is faid, in the prophetic language, 
Not by might, nor by force, but by my Spirit, faith 
the Lord ; or by the evangelical hittorian, The Ho- 
ly Ghoft was upon him. Are not thefe texts near- 
ly equivalent, in point of fignification, to thofe 
fcriptural expreflions, The right hand of the Lord 
bringeth mighty things to pafs ; The infpiration of 
the Almighty giveth underftanding ? Is not this the 
meaning of the former paifitge, Not mortal ftrength, 
but God’s omnipotent aid giveth victory in the bat- 
tle, and fuccefs in every undertaking; and this the 
import of the latter, The communications of infi- 

K 2 
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nite Wifdom enlightened his mind in an extraordi- 
nary mantipr ? 

Were there no other fcriptures which concerned 
themfelves in this debate, I fhould be ready to give 
up the point. But there are feveral, which moft 
ftrongly imply the perfonahty of the Holy Ghoft, 
though they may not afl'ert it in pofitive terms. It 
is true, we meet with no fuch term as perfonality 
in facred writ; but if we find the thing fignified, it 
is in effeft the fame. No one can fhew me the word ; 
refurreftion in the whole Pentateuch; but will any 
one prefume to maintain, that this doctrine is not : 

to be proved from the books of Mofes ? Our Lord’s < 
famous reply to the enfnaring interrogatory of"the 
Sadducees, muft for ever filence fuch a fuggeflion. , 
And this we may further learn from his method of : 
arguing, that it is not only proper, but our duty, to | 
deduce truths, by fair confequences, which the text ' 
may not explicitly fpeak. 

Be pleafed, Sir, to confuler the apoftolical bene- 
diftion, The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and ; 
the love of God, and the fellowfhip of the Holy 
Ghoft, be with you all. If we allow the apoftle to ■ 
underftand the true import of language, muft it not 
follow from this paflage, that the Holy Spirit is a 
real perfon, and dillindt from the Father and Son ? I 
Otherwife, would not the facred writer, ought not 
the facred writer, to have exprefted himfelf in a dif- 
ferent manner ; to have faid, rather, The fellowlhip 
of his, or the fellowfhip of their fpirit ?—The form 
of adminiftering baptifm is another text of this na- 
ture : In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft. It is evident, I believe it 
is allowed by all, that the two firft are real diftindl 
perfons ; and is there not equal reafon to conclude, 
that the laft-mentioned is a perfon alfo ? Suppofe 
you fhould endeavour to diftinguifh three peffpns , 
in your difcourfe, what other language would you 
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ufe than this r—I dare fay, Sir, you are fennble, 
that one fcripture-proof, if plain in its fignification, 
and inconteftibie in its evidence, is as valid, as de- 
cifive as one thoufand; becaufe one fuch proof 
bears the ftamp of infallible wifdom and infinite ve- 
racity. Therefore, was there no other hint in all the 
infpired volumes, but thefe pregnant words which 
compofe the form of baptifm, this fingle proof 
would be fufficiently fatisfaffory to my judgement. 

I lhall take leave to refer you to a few more evi- 
dences, and tranfcfibc only the following : There 
are three that bear witnefs in heaven, the Father, 
the Logos, and the Holy Ghoft, and thefe three are 
one. But this, we are told, is a furreptitious text; 
foifted by the bigotted efpoufers of a certain favou- 
rite fet of dcrtfrines.—The only refource this of our 
oppofers, when their cafe becomes defperate, when 
convi&ion flaihes in their faces ; when every other 
fubterfuge fails ; then the pretence of fpurious, and 
interpolated reading is trumped up. It is not to be 
found, they cry, in fome very ancient copy ; per- 
haps, the Alexandrine MS. acknowledges no fuch' 
paffage. But this I muft be allowed to queftion ; I 
dare not take our adverfaries bare word ; efpecially, 
fince fome of the declared enemies of orthodoxy are 
not the moll examplary for truth and integrity. 
However, granting that there may be no fuch text 
in the Alexandrine MS. for my part, I fnould not 
dicruple to abide by the univerfal teftimony of all e- 
ditions, in all countries, much rather than to give 
up myfelf implicitly to the authority of a fingle 
MS. I fiioukl think it much more reafonable to 
conclude, that the tranferiber of that particular co- 
py, had, through overfight, dropt feme fentence, 

^rather than to charge all the other copies with for- 
gery, and the editions of all ages with a grofs mif- 
take. Confider, Sir, not only the apparent diffi- 
culty, but the moral impoffibility of corrupting the 
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facred books in that palpable manner, which this 
obje&ion would infmuate; at a time when every i 
private Chriftian valued them more than life, and 
fpent no day without a diligent contemplation of 
them ; at a time, when each particular fe£t read 
them conftantly in their public affemblies, and 
watched 'over the genuinenefe of each text with a 
moft jealous eye. Would it be an eafy matter to 
introduce a fuppofititious claufe into an ordinary 
will, after it had been folemnly proved at Dodlors 
Commons, and one authentic copy preferved in the 
archives ? If this is fcarce poffible, how much more 
unlikely is it, that any one fhould be able to prac- 
tife fo iniquitoufly upon the infpired writings, when 
not one only, but unnumbered copies w^ere depofit- 
ed in .the moft vigilant hands, and difperfed through- 
nut the world ? 

I fhall only defire you to confult thofe other fcrip- 
tures, Rom. xv. 16, 30. John ,xvi. 13, 14, 15. 
which, without heaping together a multitude of o- 
ther proofs, feem to put the matter beyond all ra- 
tional doubt. In the laft of thofe places, you will 
take particular notice, that the writer fpeaks of the 
Holy Ghoft in the mafculine gender. Howr could 
this confift with propriety of ftyle, upon any other 
fcheme than ours ? The expreffton Ihould have 
been it, not he, if the Holy Ghoft were a divine e- 
nergy alone, and not a real perfon. Nay, it is re- 
markable, that though be a neuter, yet the 
hiftorian varies the gender, and gives us a mafcu- 
line relative, 0]aii stJhi mum, F.Kitm ifs.e J'oijMe/; and 
on what principles can this conftru£tion be account- 
ed for, or juftified, but by allowing the Holy Spi- 
rit to be a perfon ? This, I think, is an obferva- 
tion of fome confequence ; and therefore, accurate 
writers ftiould beware of ufmg the word it, and ra- 
ther chufe the pronoun him, when fpeaking of this 
(divine Being. 
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The mention of divine Being reminds me of 

our fecond fubjedl of inquiry, viz. Whether the 
Holy Gholt is very God ?—Here I fhould be glad 
to know, what kind or degree of evidence will fatis- 
fy the inquirers. If we are fo far humble and im- 
partial, as to prefer the declarations of an unerring 
word, to the preconceptions of our mind ; I think, 
there is moft fuflicient proof afforded by the fcrip- 
tures. Whereas, if we bring not thefe difpofitions 
to the fcarch, it will be no wonder, if we are bewil- 
dered; if we are given up to our own delufions ; nay, 
it will be no incredible, no unprecedented thing, 
for God to hide thefe myfteries from fuch (in their 
own opinion) wife and prudent ones, while he re- 
veals them to (men endued with the fimplicity and 
teachablenefs of) babes. 

Is that Being truly God, who is poflefied of di- 
vine attributes ? This queftion, I imagine, every 
body will anfwer in the affirmative. So that if it 
appears,, that the Holy Ghoft is inverted with the 
incommunicable attributes of the Deity, our affient 
will be won, and our difpute at an end.—Is it not 
the prerogative of the all-feeing God, to fearch the 
heart, and try the reins ? Jer. xvii. 10. and is not 
this the undoubted prerogative of the bleffed Spirit ? 
1 Cor. ii. 10.—Is eternity an attribute of God, and 
of God only? Deut. xxxiii. 27. 0 [Mm afkiw- 
tw. 1 Tim. vi. 16. This is clearly the property of 
the Holy Ghoft, who is ftyled by the author of the 
epiftle to the Hebrews, The eternal Spirit, Heb. ix. 
14.—Is wifdom, underived, effential wifdom, a 
charadler of God, called by the apoftle /worn 
@iof, Jude 25. ? This is the illuftrious charafter of 
the Holy Ghoft. He is the Spirit of wifdom and 
revelation, Eph. i. 17. In confequence of which 
facred excellency, he is able to lead his people into 
all truth.—-Is Omniprefence a neceftary proof of 
Divinity ? If fo, the Holy Ghoft challenges it upon 
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this claim ; for thus faith the imfpired poet, Whi- 
ther fhall I go then from thy Spirit ? Pfal. cxxxix. 
7.—Is Omnipotence a fufEcient atteftation of the 
Godhead of the Holy Ghoft ? He that enableth 
mortals to control the powers, to alter the courfe, 
to fuperfede the fundamental laws of nature ; can 
he be lefs than the Lord God Almighty ? Yet St. 
Paul declares, that his ability to work, all manner of 
aftonifhing miracles, for the confirmation of his 
miniftry, was imparted to him by the Spirit, Rom. 
xv. iy.—If any farther proof is demanded, be pleaf- 
cd to confider, with an unprejudiced attention, that 
very memorable pailage, Matth. xii. 31, 32. Sure- 
ly, from an attentive confideration of this text, we 
muft be conilrained to acknowledge, that the Ploly 
Ghoft is ftritlly and properly God. Otherwifc, 
how could the fin againft him be of fo enormous a 
nature, fo abfolutely unpardonable, and the dread- 
ful caufe of inevitable ruin ?—St. Paul, in his firft 
epiftle to the Corinthians, (vi. 19.), addreffes his 
converts with this remarkable piece of inftru£tion, 
Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghoft. The 
fame apoftle, writing to the fame believers, in his 
fecond epiftle, (vi. 16.), has the following expref- 
fion, Ye are the temples of the living God. Who 
can compare thefe texts, and yet be fo hardy as de- 
liberately to deny, that the Holy Ghoft, and the liv- 
ing God, are one and the fame ? Belides, if thefe 
two fcriptures, viewed in conjunction with each o- 
ther, did not afeertain the Divinity of the bleffed 
Spirit, the very purport of the exprefiion, Ye are 
temples of the Holy Ghoft, fufticiently evinces it. 
It is certain, that the very eftence of a temple, or, 
to fpeak in the terms of the logician, the differentia 
conftitutiva of a temple, confifts in the refidence of 
a Deity. The inhabitation of the highelt created 
Being cannot conftitute a temple nothing but the 
indwelling of the one infinite, almighty Lord God. 
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Since, therefore, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
renders the bodies of Chriftians temples, it feems^ 
to be a clear cafe, that he is truly God.—Another 
text, a text never omitted when this point is under 
debate, and a text, in my opinion, fingly fufficient 
to give a final decifion to the doubt, is in A£ls v. 3, 
4. where the perfon ftyled Ay/ov n.i'/vfxci in one verfe, 
is exprefly declared to be ©eof in the next. Now, 
can we imagine, that an evangelift, under the guid- 
ance of unerring Wifdom, could write with fuch 
unaccountable inaccuracy as the deniers of this ar- 
ticle muft maintain ? Were this fuppofition admit- 
ted, I Ihould almoft begin to queftion the infpira- 
tion of the facred books. At this rate, they would 
feem calculated to confound the judgement, and e- 
lude the common fenfe of the readers. For tofpeak 
do frequently of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoft,—to fpeak in fuch language as we always ufe 
in diftinguifhing various perfons,—to aferibe to 
themfeverally fuch attributes as, by univerfal ac- 
knowledgment, comport only with the fupreme 
God,—nay, to call each psrfon by himfelf, dillintt- 
ly, exprefly to call each perfon God and Lord ;— 
fure, if, after all thefe declarations, there be not 
three perfons in the one, incomprehenfible God- 
head ; if each of thefe illuftrious perfons be not ve- 
ry Goa ; what can we fay, but that the feripturs 
are inconfiftent and felf-contradiftory pieces?—So 
that, upon the whole, we are reduced to this dilem- 
ma, either to admit this abfurd and impious charge 
upon the feriptures ; or elfe to acknowledge the 
perfonality and divinity of the three peribns in the 
adorable Trinity. 

But, perhaps, a curious genius, that has been 
accuftomed to enter deep into the rationale of 
things ; that thinks it beneath a fagacious inquirer 
to credit, unlefs he can comprehend,—fuch a geni- 
us may afk, with a kind of amazement, How c.an 
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thefe things be ?—Here I pretend to give no fatis- 
faftion. Here I confefs myfelf at a lols. I cannot 
conceive how the principle of gravitation acts, or 
what conititutes the power of attraction. If I can- 
not penetrate the hidden qualities of a thoufand 
common objects, that daily prefent themfelves to 
my fenfes ; no wonder that I fhould be unable to un- 
ravel the awful fecrets of the divine nature ; no won- 
der that I fhould be incapable of finding out to per- 
fection that infinite Majefty, who dwells in light 
inacceflible. Since the to uvaj is attefted by a mul- 
titude of witneiles from fcripture, let us be content 
to wait for the to oraq till this grofs interpofing cloud 
of flefii and mortality flee away; until that happy 
hour arrives, that definable ftate commence, when 
we fhall no longer fee through a glafs darkly, but 
fliall know even as we are known. 

I Ihould now proceed, according to the ability 
which the great fource of Wifdom maypleafe to be- 
llow, to examine Mr. Tomkins’s Calm Inquiry; 
but this is what my time, claimed by a variety of 
other engagements, will not permit; and what, I 
prefume, you vourfelf, tired already by a tedious e- 
piftle, will very readily excufe. Hereafter, if you 
infill upon my executing the plan, laid down in the 
beginning of this paper, I will communicate my 
remarks (fuch as they are) relating to the foremen- 
tioned treatife, with all that cheerful compliance 
and unreferved opennefs, which may moll empha- 
tically befpeak me, dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER XXV. 

Wejion-Favell> Feb. 9. 1745-6. 

Tblanks to you, dear Sir, for your kind wilhes, 
Blefled be the divine providence, I am now 
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able to inform you, that what you wiflt is accom- 
plilhed. I have had one of the moft agreea- 
able loiTes I ever met with ; I have loft my indifpo- 
lition, and am, in a manner, well. 

I fend herewith the poem on Chriftianity. The 
other books, which you have been pleafed to lend 
me, will follow by the firft opportunity. I read 
Mr. Hobfpn’s performance with eagernefs and de- 
light. What is wrote by a valuable friend, has a 
kind of fecret unaccountable charm. It may not be 
preferable to other compofittons, yet methinks, it 
pleafes more. 

I congratulate you, Sir, and my country, on the 
good news received from the north. How do you 
like Stackhoufe’s hiftory of the Bible ? I am fure he 
has one advantage^ fuperior to all the hiftorians of 
the world ; That the fa£ts he relates are more vene- 
rable for their antiquity, more admirable for their 
grandeur, and more important on account of their 
univerfal ufefulnefs. I have often thought, that 
the fcripture is finely calculated to furnifli out the 
moft exquifite entertainment to the imagination, 
from thole three principal fources mentioned by Mr 
Addifon, the Great, the Beautiful, and the New. 
But what is this, compared with that infinitcly-no- 
ble benefit to impart which is the profefled defign ; 
the benefit of making us wife to falvation, of mak- 
ing us partakers of a divine nature !—I am, &c. 

LETTER XXVI. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon-Favell, Feb. 11. 1745-6. 

I Received your ticket fome time ago, in which 
you defire me to confider fome particular paf- 

fages of fcripture. After an affliftive indifpofition, 
which confined me to my room feveral days, I have 
examined the texts you alledge. They relate, ! find, 
to that grand queftion, which has lately been the 
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fubje£I of our debate, the Divinity of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift.—I could have wiflied, that the contro- 
verfy had been brought to a fatisfaftory and happy 
iflue. Very unwilling to engage in it a fecond time, 
I muft beg leave to fue for my Bene deceffit, and 
refign the management of fo important a difpute to 
incomparably more able hands.—However, in obe- 
dience to your requeft, (quid enim amicitiie dene- 
gandum !), I fhall briefly lay before you my opinion 
concerning thofe portions of infpired wifdom ; and 
then proceed, in purfuance of my promife, to weigh, 
with calmnefs and impartiality, the moft material 
of Mr. Tomkins’s objedlions. 

You obferve, That the Father is never reprefent- 
ed yielding obedience to Chrift, or praying to Chrift. 
—I acknowledge the truth of the remark, and af- 
fign this clear and obvious reafon, becaufe it was 
the peculiar office of the fecond perfon of the Tri- 
nity to humble himfelf, to unite himfelf to fleih and 
blood, and to be made in all things like unto us, 
fin only excepted. Had not the bleffed Jefus been 
clothed with our nature, and partook of our inno- 
cent infirmities, we fhould never have heard any 
fuch thing, as his yielding obedience, or praying to 
another, greater than himfelf. This refults not 
from his eflential, but his affumed nature : nor is it 
at all repugnant to reafon, to be inferior in one cha- 
rafter, and at the fame time abfolutely equal in a- 
nother. His Majefty King George may be inferior 
to the Emperor, in the capacity of Elector of Ha- 
nover ; he may be fubjeft to the Imperial authority, 
as he is a prince of the Germanic body ; and yet e- 
qual to the moft illuftrious monarchs, obnoxious to 
no earthly jurifditfion, in his nobler quality of King 
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland. This feems 
to be a very eafy and natural folutio.n of the diffi- 
culty : whereas, I think, I may venture to defy the 
niceft metaphyfician, or the moft acute cafuift, to 
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reconcile the notions of divinity and inferiority. As 
well may contradictions be made compatible. A 
God, who is inferior, is, to my apprehenfion, a 
perfect paradox. It is neceffarily implied in the i- 
dea of God, That he be, as our old tranflation of 
the Ffalms very emphatically and beautifully ftyles 
him, The Moll Higheft. Therefore, our Saviour, 
who often aflerts his claim to Divinity, declares, as 
an infeparable confequent of this high prerogative, 
All things which the Father hath, are mine. Is 
the Father’s exiftence inconceivable and eternal ? 
the fame alfo is the Son’s. Has the Father an une- 
qualled abfolute fupremacy ? fuch likewife hath the 
Son. 

But I fee you have ready at hand to objecff, John 
xiv. 23. My Father is greater than I.—Who are we 
to underftand by the perfon I ? Doubtlefs, that 
being who was capable of going and coming ; who 
was fometimes in one place, and fometimes in ano- 
ther ; now with the difciples on earth, anon fepa- 
rated from them by a tranflation into heaven: and 
who can this be but the man Chrift Jefus ; the hu- 
man nature of our Redeemer ? The attribute of li- 
mited locality, determines this point with the ut- 
moft clearnefs ; why then fhould any one. apply that 
property to the Godhead of our blefied Mailer, 
which he himfelffo plainly appropriates to his man- 
hood? 

This text very opportunely furnilhes us with a 
key, to enter into the true meaning of your next 
quotation, 1 Cor. xi. 3. The head of Chrill is God. 
Only let St. John be allowed to expound St. Paul. 
I alk this Angle conceflion from my worthy friend, 
(and fure it is no unreasonable one). Let us agree 
to pay a greater deference to the beloved difciple’s 
comment, than to Mr. Pierce’s paraphrafe, or the 
interpretation of the Arian creed ; then the fenfe 
will be as follows, The Deity is the head of the Me- 

L 
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diator. As the members are conduced by the head, 
and fubfervient to the head ; fo Chrift Jefus, in his 
human capacity, afted and adds in fuborcfination 
to the Godhead ; obeying the fignifications of his 
will, and referring all his adminiftrations to his 
glory. This expofition, I imagine, the context cor- 
roborates, and the fcope of the apoltle’s arguing re- 
quires. 

As for Heb. i. 8, 9. this text affirms, in the moll 
exprefs terms, That Chrift is God, O Sforsf, <ra 0 ©EOS. 
And what can be a ftronger proof of his unrivalled 
fupremacy and fovereignty ?—But, perhaps, this 
may be one of thofe places, in which, we are in- 
formed by our objedftors, the word God fignifies 
no more than a king or ruler, confequently, does 
not prove our Redeemer to be God in reality, and 
by nature; but only to be complimented with this 
appellation, in refpedl of his office and authority. 
—I believe, Sir, you will find, upon a more atten- 
tive inquiry, that this fubtile diitindtion is contrary 
Eo the perpetual ufe of the fcriptures. A very cele- 
brated critic obferves, that wherever the name Elo- 
111 m (tranllated by the apoftle 0EO2) is taken in an 
abfolute fenfe, and reftrained to one particular per- 
fon, (as it is in the paflage before us), it conftantly 
denotes the true and only God. Magiftrates are in- 
deed laid to be Elohim, in relation to their office, 
but no one magiffrate was ever fo called ; nor can 
it be faid, without blafphemy, to any one of them, 
Thou art Elohim, or God. It is alfo recorded of 
Mofes, Thou (halt be Elohim; yet not abfolutely, 
but relatively only, a God to Pharaoh, and to Aaron, 
i. e. in God’s ftead, doing in the name of God, 
what he commanded, and declaring what he reveal- 
ed.—Befides, does not the apoftle, in this very 
chapter, ver. 10. addrefs the following acknow* 
ledgment to Chrift, Ihou, Lord, in the beginning, 
haft laid the foundation of the earth, and the tea- 
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vens are the work of thy hands. And is not the 
Work of creation the unihared prerogative and hon- 
our of the fupreme God ? This I am pretty fure of, 
it is the prerogative ef that God to whom the wor- 
fhip of the faints, under the Old Teftament, is di- 
redied ; of that God who has declared himfelf jea- 
lous of his honour, and refolves not to give his glo- 
ry to another? Jylelchifedec madethis illuftrious be- 
ing the objefl of his adoration, Blefled be the moft 
high God, poffdTbr of heaven and earth : The day 

■ is thine, and the night is thine : thou haft prepared 
the light and the fun ; was judged by the pfalmift 
one of the nobleft afcriptions of praife which could 
be rpade to the Deity. Jonah has left us a confef- 
fion of his faith, and an abftratt of his devotion, 
in tire following words; I fear, the Lord, the God 
of heaven, who hath made the fea, and the dry 
land. Yet St. Paul allures usj that this great Crea- 
tor and Proprietor of heaven and earth ; this ob- 
je<rt of divine worfhip in all ages of the ancient 
church, is he—0 JY noiiKrtiy.zvof ctuctc. 
7‘w mmv, verfe 3.—Now, can we view the magni- 
ficent fyftem of the univerfe, the immenfity of its 
extent, the vaft variety of its parts, the inimitable 
accuracy of its ftructure, the perfedl harmony of 
its motions, together with the aftonifhing energy 
and effects of its mechanic powerscan we con- 
template this world of wonders, and withhold our- 
fielves a fingle moment from afcribing the glory of 
incomparable wifdom, and matchlefs perfections to 
its Maker ? Can we glance an eye or ftart a thought 
through that ample field of miracles, which nature 
in all her fcenes regularly exhibits, and ftill con- 
clude, that the Author of all takes too much upon 
him, when he advances the following claim i 

  None I know 
Second to me, or like, equal much lefs. Milt. 

L .2 



126 A COLLECTI ON Let. 26. 
Poflibly, our fceptical gentlemen are ready to re- 

ply, We are far from denying that Chrift made the 
world ; but we fuppofe, that he made it only as a 
minifterial being ; not by any fufficiency of his own, 
but by a power delegated to him from the infinite 
God-head.—But fure the abettors of this opinion 
never cpnfidered that emphatical paflage, llcevlx JV 

x) au]w acj/ftti * By whatever artful evafion 
they may think to elude the force of the former ex- 
preflion, I cannot fee what poffible efcape they can 
contrive from the latter. It is plain from the philo- 
fophical principles of an apollle, that the univerfe 
was formed by Chrift asthe Almighty Artificer, for 
Chrilt as its final end : and is not this a demonftra- 
tion, that Chrift was not a mere inftrument, but 
the grand, glorious, felf-fufficient agent; the Al- 
pha and Omega of all things ? 

After all that has been faid upon this text, will 
it be intimated, that I have been partial in my exa- 
mination of it? that the fentence, which moll par- 
ticularly favours your opinion, and looks with the 
molt frowning afpe£t on mine, is palled over with- 
out notice ? namely, where it is taught, That God 
anointed Chrilt with the oil of gladnefs above his 
fellows, f—I reply, by owning, that thefe words 
rnoft undeniably imply inferiority; they imply a 
Bate of indigence, which wants fomething it has 
not naturally ; a flate of impotence, which receives 
from another, what it cannot convey to itfelf. Sure- 
ly, then, this claufe mufl, according to all the laws 
of juft interpretation, be referred to that nature 
which admitted of fuch wants, and was fubje£l to 
fuch infirmities. To afcribe it to that nature, which 
is charadlerized as God, would be almofl as aitront- 
ing to reafon, as it is to the Deity.—It is farther 
obfervable, that the very expreflion limits the fenle 
to that capacity of our Redeemer, in which others 

» Co!. L. 16 t Heb. i. y. 
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•ftood related to him as fellows. And can this be 
any other than the human ?—Let me add one word 
more, before I difmifs this inquiry ; fuppofe I was 

•to drift fides in the difpute, and turn the tables up- 
-on the difciples of Arius. Gentlemen, fince you 
take fo much pains to prove the inferiority of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, permit me to try, if I cannot 

■outlhoot you in your own bow. I will undertake 
to {hew, on your own principles, that he was infe- 
rior to millions of created beings; for this I have 
the pofitive and fure evidence "of fcripture, We fee 
Jefus, who was made a little lower than the an- 
gels. *—Thefe gentlemen, I verily think, would 
have fo much regard for the honour of a perfon on 
whom their everlafting all depends, as to anfwer 
with fome becoming fpirit, You are to diftinguilh 

■between what our Saviour was made occafionally, 
and what he was originally : Though his human na- 
ture was taken from a clafs of beings lower in dig- 
nity than the angels, yet his nobler and more ex- 
alted nature was greatly fuperior to them all.—Now, 
Sir, as we mult have recourfe fometimes to this dif- 
tindfion, our adverfaries themfelves being our judges 
and our precedent, why fhould we not carry it a- 
long with us continually ? Without it, a multitude 
of texts appear perplexed in their meaning, and 
clafh with other fcriptures ; with it they drop their 
obfcurity, are difentangled from their intricacy, and 
harmonize entirely with the whole tenor of facred 
writ. 

1 Cor. xv. 28. is another fcripture pointed out 
for confideration. This, I confefs, is a difficult, 
and admitting it was (to me at leaft) an unintelligi- 
ble paffage, nay, diredfly repugnant to my hypo- 
thefis,—what would be a rational procedure in this 

itafe ? to renounce my faith, becaufe I cannot re~ 

\ 

* Heb. ii. 9. 
L 3 
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concile it with one fcripture, though it ftands fup- 
ported by a copious multiplicity of others ? If, in 
debating onany queftion, there be five hundred ayes, 
and but one no, I appeal to the condudf of the Ho- 
nourable houfeof Commons, whether it be reafon- 
ablc, that the point fhould be carried by the fingle 
negative, in oppofition to fo vaft a majority of af- 
firmatives ? However, the (late of our doctrine is 
not fo bad, nor this text fo diametrically oppofite 
to it, as to deftroy all hopes of eftablifhing it with 
a neminc contradicente.—The apoftle affirms, that, 
at the confummation of terreftrial things, when the 
Hate of human probation ends, and the number of 
the eleft is completed, then {hall the Son alfo him- 
felf be fubjett unto him that put all things under 
him ; that God may be all in all; i. e. according 
to my judgment, the Son, at the commencement 
of that grand revolution, will entirely refign the 
adminiftration of his mediatorial kingdom; he will 
no longer adt as an advocate or interceffor, becaufe 
the reafons on which this office is founded, will 
ceafe for ever ; he will no longer, as a high prieft, 
plead his atoning blood in behalf of finners, nor, 
as a king, difpenfe the fuccours of his fandfifying 
grace, becaufe ah guilt will be done away, and the 
adtings of corruption be at an end t he will no lon- 
ger be the medium of his people’s accefs to the 
knowledge and enjoyment of the Father, becaufe 
then they will Hand perpetually in the beatific pre- 
fence, and fee face to face, know even as they are 
known.—I may probably miftake the meaning of 
the words ; but whatever fliall appear to be their 
precife fignification, this, I think, is fo clear, as 
not to admit of any doubt, that it relates to an in- 
carnate perfon; relates to him, who died for our 
fins, was buried, and rofe again. * And can the 

* 1 Cor. xv, 3, 4. 
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furrendcr of all authority made by the man Jefus 
Chrift, be any bar to his unlimited equality as 
God ? 

You refer me to Ffal. viii. 5. and Ixxxii. 1, 6- 
Exod. xxii. 28. and add, thefe texts prove that God 
lignifies in fome places king or ruler.—I acknow- 
ledge, that the word Elohim, in the aforecited paf- 
fages, fignities no more than angels, kings, or ru- 
lers. But is this a demonftration, that the word 
Jehovah, the incommunicable name, fignifies no 
more than an angel, a king, <5r a ruler ? This is the 
conclufion our adverfaries are to infer : this the 
point they are to make good, otherwife, their at- 
tempts drop Ihort of the mark, fly wide from their 
purpofe. Becaufe it is plain, from inconteftible au- 
thorities, that Jefus is Jehovah. This was hinted 
in a former letter; and if you pleafe to compare If. 
vi. 3. with John xii. 41. you will find another con- 
vincing evidence, that the Jehovah of the Jews is the 
Jefus of the Chrilfians.—Befides, in all thofe places, 
where the term God is ufed to denote fome created 
being, invefted with confiderable authority, or pof- 
feffed of confiderable dignity, the connection is 
fuch, as abfolutely to exclude the perfon fo deno- 
minated, from any title to a divine nature ; where- 
as, when the name God is applied to the fecond 
perfon of the Trinity, it is connedted with fuch 
confequents or antecedents, as necefiarily include 
the idea of divinity and fupremacy. For infiance, 
when the apoftle recognizes the Deity of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, in thofe remarkable words, Rom. ix. 
5. Who is God; left this idle piece of fophiftry 
fhould have any room for admittance, he adds a 
moft determining claufe,—over all, bleffed for ever. 
—I have called it idle fophiftry, for really it is no- 
thing elfe. Only obferve the procefs of the pre- 
tended argument, and you yourfelf will allow it no 
better appellation. What is defigned for the argu- 
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ment runs thus : Becaufe rulers of diftintlion have 
fometimes the title of Elohim, therefore Jefus, who 
has the title of Jehovah, is not very God, but only 
a ruler of diftinftion ; or, the word God, when 
neceflarily determined by the context to fome fub- 
ordinate being, fignifies a fubordinate being ; there- 
fore, the word God, when neceffarily determined 
by the context to fignify the fupreme God, does not 
fignify the fupreme God, but only fome fubordinate 
being.—Thele are the mighty reafonings ; fuch the 
formidable artillery,' with which the adherents of 
Arius attack the divinity and equality of our Savi- 
our. May the arms of our foreign enemies, and 
intelline rebels, be made, in-their kind, of fuch 
metal, confift of fuch ilrength ! and I may venture 
to addrefs nay countrymen in David’s encouraging 
language. Let no man’s heart fail, becaufe of them. 

I hope it will not be objedbed, that I have fome- 
times miftook the particular point to be difcufled, 
and confounded the divinity of our Lord with his 
equality to the Father.—I own, I have not been 
fcrupuloufly careful to preferve any fuch diftinftion, 
becaufe I am perfuaded it is perfedbly chimerical. 
Whoever admits the former, grants the latter. The 
one cannot fubfift without the other; or rather, 
they are one and the fame thing. To be equal writh 
the Father, is to be divine ; and to be divine, is to 
be equal with the Father.-—An inferior deity, was 
a notion that pafled current in the Heathen world ; 
but we have not fo learned the divine nature, as to 
adopt it into our ci'eed. It is a propofition that 
confutes itfelf. The predicate and fubjedh are felf- 
contradicbory. God certainly means a being of in- 
comparable unparallelled glory and perfection. No 
one will dare to give aiov/er definition of the God- 
head. Yet this the firft term of the fentence af- 
firms, the fecond denies.—Whenever I hear the 
awful word God, I form an idea of a being pof- 
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fetTed of abfoluto fupremacy. Inferiority is altoge- 
ther as inconfiftent with my apprehenfion of the 
Godhead, as a limited extenfion is with immenfity. 
The fchoolman’s maxim is ftri&ly true when appli- 
ed to the divine nature, that his properties and ex- 
cellencies non recipiunt magis aut minus.—Befides, 
Sir, is there not another apparent inconveniency, 
another inextricable difficulty, attending this fuper- 
iine diftindfion ? Does it not fuppofe, inftead of 
dillindV perfons, diitinct beings, dillincf effienccs ? 
That which is inferior, cannot be the very fame 
with its fuperior. Identity, in this cafe, confifts 
not with inequality. The confequence of this tenet 
is polytheifm. 

For my part, I lay it down as an inconteftible 
principle, fuch as reafon and fcripture concur to e- 
llablifh, that whatever, whcfoever is God, mud be 
abfolutely fupreme.—I then proceed to examine, 
whether the divine names, attributes, honours; 
thole which are incommunicably divine, which flow 
from the divine effence, which cannot comport with 
a finite exiftence, but are the foie prerogative of the 
unequalled God,—whether thefe are in fcripture 
clearly afcribed to the facred perfon of the Son ;— 
if they are, my reafon requires me to believe that 
he is very God, and co-equal with the Father. My 
reafon, in her fedatell moments, aflures me, that 
fcripture cannot deceive, though I may be unable 
to conceive. My reafon declares, that I fhall be a 
rebel againft her laws, if I do not fubmit to this de- 
termination of fcripture, as decifive, as infallible.— 
I am, &c. 

L E T TER XXVII. 

Dear Sir, Wejhm-Fctveil, April I. I yqd. 
IF you dan fpare the Night-Thoughts, the bearer 

of this ticket will bring them fafely to Wefton, 
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I propofe to read them, when bufinefs is done, and j 
the day is lied; fo that the time may corrcfpond■' 
with the fubjeft. 

I hope, the bookfeller has, before this time, wait- : 

ed on you with the little volume, which defires your 
acceptance. Was it to pafs through my hands be- 
fore it was prefented, I fhuuld almcil be induced to ■ 
infcribe it with that pretty line in Virgil, 

Munera parvaquidefn,at magnumteftantur a mo rent. 

Pray, do you think that paflage, Luke vi. 38. 
S'wwiv u( rov ncKvov v/jlw, is rightly rendered by our 
translator, Shall men give into your bofom ? Is the 
idea of men necefTanly implied in the original ? Or 
can fadl and experience jaiftify the tranflators in 
giving this fenfe to the original ? God, and confci- 
ence, and a future ftate will ampiy recompenfe the 
beneficent; but whether men, the generality of 
men in this world are thus generous and grateful, 
feems to be a point that wants confirmation. This 
remark was fuggefted in perufing the place; but I 
fubmit it to your judgement, and remain. Dear 
Sir, &c. 

LETTER XXVII. 

Dear Sir, Wejion-Favell, Nov. 22. 1746. 

AS I cannot attend the infirmary this day, per- 
mit me to take this opportunity of acknow- 

ledging the favour of your laft. 
The fermon you was pleafed to lend me, I ad- 

mire. Chrift the-great propitiation is with me, a 
moft favourite fubje£I; and I think, the author has 
been fo happy as to treat it in a clear, nervous, pa- 
thetic manner.—I am delighted with his reply, and 
rejoice to obferve, it has paired a fecond edition. I 
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hope the antidote will operate, and fpread as wide 
as the poil’on.—This writer has another recommen- 
dation. Hisconcifenefs, added to perfpicuity, ren- 
ders his arguments eafy to be apprehended, and not 
difficult to be remembered. I am fo much charmed 
with his performance, that I beg leave to keep it a 
few days longer ; and fhould take it as a favour, if, 
in the meantime, you will give the book feller an or- 
der to fend for one of the fermons for me. 

I heartily applaud the zeal you {hew for the fpi- 
ritual welfare of the patients. The infirmary would 
be an ineltimable bleiling, if, by the grace of God, 
it might be productive of a reformation in the per- 
fons, whom it admits and difcharges. As diftrelfed 
objects will, in all probability, refort to it from all 
parts of the county, a change- wrought in their 
hearts, and a renewal begun in their lives, might 
be a happy means of diffufing religion far and near. 
—I hope the clergy concerned in the management 
of the infirmary will, with delight and affiduity, 
concur in the profecution of fo defirable an end. 
I can promife for one, fo far as God (hall give him 
ability.—I wifli fome proper fcheme was contrived 
for the execution of this defign, in which I might 
bear fome little part, without giving umbrage to my 
brethren, or alarming their jealoufy.—I have fome- 
times thought of offering to give die patients a kind 
of lefhire or exhortation once a-week, formed up- 
on fome or other of thofe feriptures, which are the 
Handing mementos of their wards. * But, fome- 
times doubtful whether fuch a propofal would meet 
with acceptance, fometimes checked by the infirmi- 
ties of my conftitution, I have hitherto neglefted 
to mention the affair ; however, I now venture to 
fubmit it to your confideration. To this, or any 

* Texts of fcripture in the Northampton, Winchefter, and 
fevefal other infirmaries, are written on the walls, and conf#^ 
fluently are very ufeful, if ferioufly reflected on. 
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other more advifable method, I fhould very readily 
contribute the beft of my affiftance. 

“ Are you inclined, dear Sir, to give, the poor 
creatures all the inftruflion in the Chriltian religion ■ 
you are capable of ?”—We take you at your word ; 
and henceforward look upon you as an affociate in 
our great work. In a warfare of fuch unfpeakable 
importance, we are glad to llrengthen our force by 
the acceffion of every ally; much more of fuch an 
auxiliary, as will be regarded by the patients with 
an uncommon degree of attention and pleafure. 
Nor can I think it anywife inconliftent with the 
office of a phyfician, or any derogation from the 
dignity of his charadlcr, to feel the pulfe of the 
foul, to examine into the fymptoms of fpiritual ma- 
ladies, to alk exploring queliions concerning the 
habit of the mind, and preferibe accordingly, ei- 
ther for the purging off the peccant humours of 
vice, or corroborating the relaxed powers of grace. 

May that infinitely condefcending and compaf- 
fionate Being, who difdained not, in his own ia- 
cred perfon, to take our, fickneffes, and bear our 
infirmities, both diredt your counfels, and profper 
your endeavours, in this momentous affair. 

I purpofe to wait upon you fome afternoon in 
the next week, and cannot think of a more agreea- 
ble topic of converfation, than that of concerting 
meafures for the proper exertion of this labour of 
love, and encouraging each other to abound in the 
work of the Lord. lam, dear Sir, See. See. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Dear Sir, Wejhn-Favell, March, 1745-6. 

IN a former letter, I confidered, whether die 
blefied Spirit is really a diflintl perfon,—whe- 

ther this perfon is truly and properly God.— It ap- 
peared from a variety of fcriptures, that both thefe 
queltions were to be refolved in die affirmative.— 
Thefe preliminaries being fettled, I would hope, 
with fome perfpicuity of. reafon, and ftrength of ar- 
gument ; I now proceed, in confequence of my en- 
gagement, to examine Mr. Tomkins’ objections a- 
gainft the received cuflom of addreffing divine wor- 
Ihip to this divine Being. 

The author, I freely acknowledge, -writes with 
a great appearance of integrity •, with a calm and 
decent fpirit of controverfy ; and with a very plau- 
fible air of truth. As the fubje£t of his inquiry is 
of the highelt dignity and importance, as his me- 
thod of managing the debate is, to fay the lealt, by 
no means contemptible, I cannot forbear expreffing 
fome furprife, that none of the ingenious dilfenters, 
to whom the piece is particularly infcribed, have 
thought proper to intereft themfelves in the dif- 
pute, and .either confute what is urged, or elfe 
(like perfons of that inviolable attachment to the 
pure fcriptural worffiip, which they profefs) recede 
from the ufe of their allowed doxologies. 

For my part, as I firmly believe it a proper prac- 
tice to worfhip the Son, as we worfhip the Father, 
and to worlhip the Holy Gholt, as we worlhip the 
other perfons of the undivided Trinity, I am fo far 
from difapproving, that I admire our cuftomary dox- 
ology, and think it a very noble and inftrudtive part 

1 of our facred fervice. Noble, becaufe it exhibits 
M 
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one of the grand myftcries, and glorious peculiari- 
ties of the. gofpel; inltrutlive, becaufe it fo fre- 
quently reminds the worfhipper of a point which it 
fo greatly concerns him to believe, and which is fit- 
ted to infpire the brighn If, the ifrongefl hopes, of 
final, of complete falvation. 

But left this perfuafioff^vfhpuld be deemed the 
crude produdfion of early pmjudice, rather than 
the mature fruit of fedale confideration, we will 
very readily hear whatever can be alledged againft 
it; and not willingly fecrete one objedlion, or 
mifreprefent one argument, occurring in the In- 
quiry. 

“ Let it be fuppofed,” fays our author, “ that? 
the Holy Spirit is one of the perfons of the God- 
head ; I {till query, What warrant Chriftians have 
for a diredt and diftindt werfhip of this third per- 
fon in the Godhead ?” {page i.)—I fhould think,, 
there can be no reafonable doubt, whether worfhip 
is to be paid to the Divinity. Thou fhalt worfhip 
the Lord thy God, is a law of inconteftiole audio-; 
rity, and- eternal obligation.—As for the circum- 
ftances of worfhip included in its being diredt, this 
cannot alter the cafe, nor render the pradtice im- 
proper. According to my apprehenfion, all true 
and genuine worfhip is diredt. If it be addrefled to- 
the divine objedt at fecond hand, it has more of the 
nature of idolatry, than worfliip. Such is the re- 
ligious foppery of the Papifts, who will not apply 
diredfly to the Father of everiafting compaffion, but 
adore God as it were by proxy.—With regard to 
the diftindtnefs of the worfliip, this depends entire- 
ly upon the feripture’s diftinguifhing their perfons. 
If this be clearly done, the diftindtnefs of worfliip 
is properly authorifed, and the fitnefs of it follows 
of courfe. If the infpired writers aflure us, that 
the Father is God, this is a funicient warrant to 
pay divine honours to the Father. If the infpired 
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writers affirm, that the Son is God, this is a fuffi- 
iient ground for afcribing divine honours to the 
3on, If the fame infpired writers declare, that the 
floly Ghofl is God, we need no clearer warrant, 
ror can we have a louder call, to pay him our de- 
muteft homage.—In a word, it is the voice of rea- 
!bn, it is the command of fcripture, it is founded 
jn the unalterable relation of things, that worfhip, 
iire£t worfhip, diftincl worfhip, all worfhip, be 
rendered to the Deity.—So that the Divinity of the 
Holy Ghoft, exclufive of any apoftolical precept or' 
:xample, is an incomparably better reafon for a- 
fcribing divine honours to this facred perfon, than 
the bare want of fuch precept or example, can be a 
reafon to juftify the omiffion, or condemn the per- 
formance of it. 

I am no advocate for implicit faith in any human 
determination or opinion. Should I fee whole fcfts, 
or whole churches, in a glaring error, fuch as I 
can prove from fcripture to be palpably wrong, and 
of pernicious tendency, I would make no fcruple 
to remonftrate, diflent, and enter my proteft. But 
in a cafe, which Mr. Tomkins himfelf (page 2. line 
19.) allows to be of a dubious nature; where I have 
no pofitive proof from God’s holy word, that the 
practice is unlawful, or improper ; I cannot but ap- 
prehend, that it becomes a modefi perfon, diffident 
af his own judgement, to acquiefce in the general, 
•he long-continued ufage of all the churches.—This 
s urged by an infpired writer as a forcible motive 
or rejecting 'a practice; and why fliould not 1 ad- 
nit it as a motive of weight for adhering to a prac- 
;ice ? We have no fuch cuftom, neither the church- 
es of God, * was an apoftolical argument. And in 
>n inftance, where we are not precluded by any pro- 
hibition of fcripture, I think, the reafoning is equal- 
y conclufive, if changed to the affirmative, We 
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have fuch a cuftom, and the churches of God. Was 
I to fettle my opinion, andadjuft my condu£I, with 
regard to fuch a point, I fliould be inclined to ar- 
gue in the following manner: I cannot bring one 
text from the facred writings, which forbids the 
ufage; and as it is unanimoufly praftifed by devout 
perfons of almoft every denomination, as it has 
been the received, the uninterrupted practice of the 
Chriftian church for more than a thoufand years ; 
who am I, that I (hould dilturb the peace, or fe- 
parate myfelf from the communion of the church, 
for a procedure, which fuch multitudes of excel- 
lent perfons maintain to be confonant, and which I 
cannot prove to be contrary, to the fenfe of fcrip- 
ture ? Who am I, that I {hould fancy myfelf to 
have more of the mind of God, than the whole u- 
nited church of the true believers, eminent faints, 
and illuftrious martyrs ? 

“ But there is no precept for this worfhip in fcrip- 
rure,” (page 1.) ; and Dr. Owen affirms, “ That a 
divine command is the ground,” (he means, I pre- 
fume, the only ground, or elfe the quotation is no- 
thing to our author’s purpofe) “ of all worlhip.” 
(page 2<;.)—Dr. Owen’s charader, I own, is confi- ■! 
derable, as well as his affertion peremptory ; but 
yet I cannot prevail on myfelf to fubmit to his ipfe 
dixit as an oracle, nor reverence his judgement as 
infallible.—I would allc the Dodor, What divine 
command the Heathens ever received to worffiip 
the blefi'ed God ? I know of no verbal or written 
nrecept. But they faw their warrant included in 
their wants, they perceived their obligation refult-, 
ing from the divine attributes.—Will Dr. Owen 
maintain, That no worffiip was expeded from the 
Pagans ? that they had been blarnelefs, and aded 
according to the principles of their duty, if they^. 
had withheld all ads of veneration from the Deity? 
No, furely. St, Paul, in declaring them faulty,'; 
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for not worfliipping the Almighty in fuch a ration- 
al manner, as was fuitable to his pure and exalted 
nature,clearlyintimates, that itwas their dutybothto 
worfhip, and to worfhip aright. It is not faid by the 
apoftje, though it is the confequence of the Doftor’s 
pofition, that they ought to have refrained from 
all worfhip, and not have meddled with mat- 
ters of devotion, till they received an authentic war- 
rant from revelation. The infpired cafuift grounds 
his duty, in this particular, upon the eternal pow- 
er and Godhead (Rom. i. 20.) of the fupreme Be- 
ing, which trere difcoverable by the exercife of 

-their underftandings, and from a furvey of the crea- 
tion.—In conformity to the apolUe’s fentiments, I 
Ihould rather place the foundation of religious wor- 
Ihip in the glories, the mercies, the unfearchable 
riches of the almighty Majefty. Thefe, together 
with the relation which dependent creatures bear to 
this all-producingj all-fuftaining, infinitely-benefi- 
cent God, are the grand warrant to authorife ad- 
drefles of adoration. Thefe are reafons prior to all 
eucprefs revelations, and would have fubfilted, if 
actual commands had never been given. If this be 
not true, what will become of all natural religion ? 
—Scripture, indeed, has declared explicitly the 
binding nature of.thefe motives ; fcripture like a fa- 
cred herald, has promulged what God fore-ordained, 
what reafon had decreed, what neceh'arily flowed 
from the habitudes of perfons and things. Or, to 
reprefent the point in another light, the perfeflions 
of the Godhead are the original, the inviolable ob- 
ligation to all expreffions of homage and devotion ; 
to ratify this obligation, and impart to it all poflible 
folemnity and fan£lion, fcripture has added the 
broad feal of heaven.—If this be right reafon, and 
if the Holy Ghoft be really God, his all-fufficient 
excellencies, and my ftate of dependence, are a pro- 
per licence, or rather a virtual mandamus, for the 

■M 3 
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applications of prayer, and the afcriptions of praife. : 
Grant this one proportion, relating*to the Divini- j 

* ty of the blefled Spirit, and admit that his eternal 1 
power and Godhead are a fufficient ground for re- 
ligion worfhip, and we ihall find ourfelves unavoid- I 

- ably determined. We muft rebel againfl. our rea- j 
fon, niuft violate the di£lates of our confcience, j 
muft aft in oppofition, not to one particular text, 
but to the main tenor and fcope of the whole fcrip- 
ture, if we do not render all the fervice, yield all 
the reverence, due to a glorious Being, in whom 
we live, move, and exift. 

But ftill we are told, in various places, again and ! 
again we are told, “ That there is no exprefs war- 
rant.”—Prodigious ftrefs is laid upon this word ex- 
prefs, the whole force of the objeflion leems to ter- 
minate on this point. There is no exprefs warrant, 
therefore it is an unwarrantable praflice.—For my 
part, I have not difcernment enough to perceive the 
conclufivenefs of this arguing. I muft beg leave to 
deny the confequence of fuch a fyllogifm. For if 
the fenfe of various fcriptures has made it a duty, 
this is warrant enough, though it be not particular- 
ly enjoined, or tolerated in form. This maxim our 
ingenious author will admit in other cafes, and why 
not in the prefent ? There is no exprefs command 
to add any prayer at the celebration of baptifm. 
When our Lord iniiituted the ordinance, he only 
delivers the form of initiation into the Chriftian 
church, without any prefcription relating to conco- 
mitant prayer. When Philip adminiftred this facra- 
ment to the eunuch, there is no mention of any ad- 
drefs to the Almighty, pertinent to the occafion. I 
cannot recollect, that any of the holy writers either 
inform the world, that they pra&ifed fuch a me- 
thod themfeIves, or fo much as intimate, that they 
would advife others, in fucceeding ages, to accom- 
pany this folemnity with fuitable devotions.—But 
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though we have no ppfitive injunction, we have the 

i reafonablenefs of the thing, for our plea. Other 
: fcriptures, that virtually, though not explicitly, 
: recommend it, are our warrant. In every thing, 

fays St. Paul, let your requelts be made known 
unto God \ confequently, in this facred and impor- 
tant thing. 

I muft again declare, that I can by no means af- 
fent to our author’s grand poftulaturh, That nothing 
in the way of divine worfhip is allowable, but what 
has an exprefs warrant from feripture. Becaufe vir- 
tual warrants are warrants ; confequential warrants 
are warrants. Our objector mud maintain this in 
fome inftances, and why fliould he difclaim it in o- 
thers ? To be confident in conduit, is furely eflen- 
tial to the character of an impartial inquirer after 
truth. Shall fuch an one fometimes rejeit an ar- 

I gument as weak and infignificant, becaufe it hap- 
| pens to be illative only, and not direit; and at othW 
I times urge it as cogent and irrefragable ? I will 

mention one very memorable particular of this na. 
ture ; that is, the cafe of the Lord’s day. Why 
does Mr. Tomkins transfer the fanctification of a 

| particular day from the feventh to the fird ? Has he 
; any exprefs command in feripture, any exprefs war- 

rant from feripture, for this alteration ? If he has, 
let him produce it. I mud own, I have none but 
confequential warrants ; warrants formed upon ccn- 
clufions, and derived from fotne remarkable fcrip- 
tures. But thefe not near fo numerous, nor near 
fo ponderous, as thofe which concur to edablilh 
the Divinity of the Holy Ghod. Now, if an ex- 
prefs warrant be not needful in the one, why diouid 
it be fo rigoroufly infided on in the other duty ?— 
If then this leading principle of our author’s be 
falfe or precarious, what truth, what certainty can 
there be in any, in all his dedudtions from it ? If 
the ground-work be unfubdantial, and the found- 
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alion fall, what folulity can there be in the fu- 
perflrudlure ? liow can the building (land ?—Pof- 
fibly Mr. Tomkins may reply, “ The example of 
the primitive church determines this point.” We 
find, it was the cuftom of the earlieft antiquity, 
to obferve the Chriftian fabbath on the firft day of 
rhe week ; and therefore, have very good reafon 
to believe, that the ufage was eftabliihed by apofto- 
lical authority. And may not I lay the fame, with re- 
gard to the cuftom of afcribing glory, and render- 
ing adoration, to the third perfon of the Trinity ? 
Juftin Martyr, the moft ancient and authentic apo- 
legift for Chriftianity, who is next in fucceflion, and 
next in credit to the patres apoftolici; he declares - 
exprefly, That it was the received cuftom of the 

'Chriftian church, in his days, to woriliip the Ho- 
ly Ghoft. His words are, flriip.ct wpcpf/Mw, cT/^ira 
toyxATroS'ii^o(j.iv. You perceive, he not only 
avows the thing, but vindicates its reafonablenels 
and propriety.—Perhaps, fome captious critic may 
infinuate, That it is matter of doubt, whether the 
word—Tipay-iv— implies divine honours. I wave | 
all attempts to prove-this point from the original of 
the New Teftament, becaufe, to obviate fuch an 
objedtion, we have another palfage to produce from 
the fame faint, father, and martyr.—rimy/ct TfvprraM’ 

)uii’TTpaxwxy.zr, Apol. i. Can any expreflions 
be imagined more forcible in'their fignification, or 
more appofite to our purpofe ? They import the 
higheft adds of adoration, and yet they defcribe the 
regards which were paid by the pureft antiquity to 
the Holy Ghoft.—Will it (till be fuggefted, That 
Juftin makes no mention of offering up prayers, or 
addreifing praifes ? I anfwer, This he muft certain- • 
ly mean, becaufe no one can be faid—esfkrtk/xss/'xpca-- 
Kvovztv Toy ©zoy n to Ihzv/j-ot.—who withholds praife, or 
reftrains prayer. Thefe particular inftances are as 
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neceiTarily implied in thofe general terms, as the 
fpecies is included in the genus. 

You will plea.fe to obferve, that this amounts to 
a great deal more than Mr. Tomkins, (page 17.), 
not very ingenuoufly, fuggefts, viz. “ a few hints 
that learned men have found, in the primitive ages, 
of the afcription of p-raife to the Holy Ghoft.” ft 
feems alfo entirely to overthrow what, in another 
place, he advances (page 26.) not very confiftently 
with truth, viz. “ That there is lb little appear- 
ance of the obfervance of fuch a cuftom, for fo ma- 
ny ages of the Chriftian church.”—Few hints and 
little appearance ! Can a clear and determinate de- 
claration, made by a writer of the moft unqueftion- 
able veracity, concerning the unanimous, the uni- 
verfal practice of the ancient church,—can-this evi- 
dence, with any fairncfs of equity, be rated at the 
diminutive degree of hints and little appearance ? 

As to what is remarked relating to the corrup- 
tion of the early writers, the interpolations, or al- 
terations made by careiei’s tranfcribers, (page 17.), 
this feems to be a molt empty and jejune infmna- 
tion. It is what will ferve any fide of any debate. 
It is oppofing hypothefis to fa£t; precarious and un-» 
fupported hypothefis, to clear and undeniable fa£t. 
This fure is catching, not at a twig, but at a flra- 
dow.—I never could like Dr. Bentley’s ofcitantiaet 
hallucinatio iibrariorum, even in his animadverfions 
on Heathen authors : becaufe it was an outcry fit- 
ted for any occafion, a charge ever ready at hand, 
and equally faited to difccuntenance truth, or de- 
ter error: much lefs can 1 think it fufficient to o- 
verthrow the teftimony, or invalidate the authen- 
ticity of our ancient writers.—Would a bare innu- 
endo (and Mr. Tomkins’ is no more), and that 
from an interelled perfon, without any the leaf! 
fnew of proof; would this be admitted in a court 
of judicature, to fuperfede the plain, the folemn 
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depofition of a credible witnefs ? Superfede it ? 
Quite the reverfe. It would convince the judge., 
and teach the jury, that the caufe mult be extreme- 
ly wrong, utterly infupportable, fince artifices- fo 
weak and tranfparently fallacious were ufed in its 
defence. 

But it is frequently objedled. That no mention is 
made, no warrant is to be found for diftincl wor- 
fhip. The aforecited writer, and the whole fcrip- 
ture, is filent upon the article of diftindl worfhip. 
And the reader is led to fuppofe, that there is fome 
mighty difference between diftinft and I know not 
what other kind of worfhip.—Why does our author 
harp fo inceffantly upon this firing ? whence fuch 
irreconcileable averfion to this quality of worlhip ? 
One would almolt fufpeft, he was confcious, that 
fome worfliip fhould be paid, but could not digeft 
the dottrine, nor fubmit to the payment of diftindt 
worlhip.—I muft reply once for all, that if any 
worlhip be due, diftintl worlhip cannot be impro- 
per ; much more if all worlhip (which, I appre- 
hend, is included in Juftin’s words, and follows 
from the Divinity of the bleffed Spirit) be requifite, 

■4iftindl worlhip cannot be unwarrantable. 
Another grand argument, urged by our inquirer, 

is, “ That the apoftles as far as appears, never 
pradfifed this worlhip of the Holy Ghoft themfelves, 
nor recommended it to others,” (page 2.)—He 
Ihould, by all means, have printed as far as ap- 
pears in Italics, or capitals ; becaufe then the read- 
er woul<j haye apprehended more eafily the uncer- 
tain foundation on which the reafoning is built.— 
But though this particular, relating to |he pradlice 
of the apoftles, does not appear, one vPay or the o- 
ther; yet our author, in his 4th page, and elfe- 
where, concludes from it affuredly, as if it ftood 
upon authentic record. For,” fays he, ‘f if we 
“ admit, that the reafon of things is fufficient to e- 
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u ftablifli this praclice, it will prove too much.” It 
will,, undoubtedly, if it proves any thing, prove it 
a duty to pay fuch worfhip to the Holy Spirit». 
and, confcquently,. that die apoftles were defeftive, 
either in not feeing this reafon of things as well as 
we, or not practifing according to it. Does he not 
here fuppofe, the apoftolical omiflion an acknow- 
ledged, undoubted point,' which, a few lines be- 
fore he had confefled to be dubious and unap- 
parent ? 

However, not to infill upon this little felf-con- 
tradicling flip, I would afk, What reafon has Mr. 
Tomkins to conclude, that the apoltles omitted this 
ufage, which the ChriHian churches have adopted ? 
Do they ever declare, or fo much as hint, that they 
are determined to omit it ? Do they ever caution 
their converts againlt it, as a dangerous error ? Is 
there any fuch memorial preferved, or any fuch ca- 
veat lodged in their facred writings ?—Now, to ar- 
gue in our author’s {train : If it was fo unjuftifia- 
ble a thing to addrefs praife, or put up prayer to 
the Holy Gholl, there could not be a more neccfla- 
ry precaution, than that the apoltles, thofe careful 
inltructors, Ihould have warned their people of the 
millake ; efpecially fince it was fo extremely pro- 
bable, fo almolt unavoidable, that they would fall 
into it. For I appeal to the whole world, whether 
a conliderate perfon would not naturally judge it 
reafonable, whether a devout perfon would not feel 
a forcible inclination, to worlhip that venerable 
name, into which he was baptized ; and to praife 
that beneficent Being, who is the author of fo ma- 
ny ineltimable bleilings. Yet though this is fo ap- 
parently natural, fuch as the apoltles could not but 
forefee was likely to happen, they fay not a fylla- 
ble, by way of prevention; they take no care to 
guard their converts againlt fuch a pra£tice. A 
pregnant fign, that it is allowed by divine Wif- 
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dom, and chargeable with neither fuperftition nor 
idolatry. 

But our author, to corroborate his argument, 
adds, “ To fuppofe the apoftles directed any ex- 
“ plicit worfhip to the Holy Ghoft, though we 
“ have no mention of it in fcripture, where yet v/e 
“ meet with frequent doxologies of theirs, and ad- 
“ drefles by way of prayer and petition,” would be 
an unreafonable prefumption.—I cannot accede to 
this affertion. The doxologies and prayers of the 
apoftles, recorded in fcripture, are only occafional 
and incidental; inferted as the fervour of a devout 
fpirit fuggefted, in the body of their doftrinal and 
exhortatory writings. Now, the omiftion of fuch 
a praftice in writings, which wqre compofed with 
a view of inftruHing mankind in the great funda- 
mentals of Chxiftianitv, which were never intend- 
ed as a full and complete fyftem of devotions ;—the 
omiftion of this practice in fuch writings can be no 
fair or conclufive argument for its being omitted in 
their ftated adbs of public worfhip. If, indeed, the 
apoftles had in their epiftolary correfpondence, 
drawn up a form of devotions; had declared in them 
•was comprized a perfect pattern of devotional ad- 
dreftes, proper to be offered to the Deity; that all 
a£ts of worfhip, which deviated a jot or title from 
that preferibed form, were unwarrantable ;—if fuch 
a compofition had been tranfmitted from the apof- 
tles, and we had found no fuch addreffes therein, as 
thofe for which we are pleading, I ihould then allow 
a good deal of force in the argument drawn from 
the apoftolical omiftion ; though at the fame time/I 
could not be able to forbear wondering at the in- 
confiftency of their doctrines, which teach us that 
the Holy Ghoft is God, and of their worfhip, which 
refufes him divine honours.—But, I think, as the 
cafe Hands, no folid argument, nothing but a fpa- 
cious cavil, can be formed from this circumftance 
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its being unpra£tifed in the writings of the apof- 

tles. 
“ It does not appear that the apoftles addrefTed ' 

diftinft worfhip to the blefled Spirit; therefore wc 
conclude, that they aftnally addrcfTed none.” As 

Dthough fa£l and appearance were convertible terms, 
tj—I am furprifed, that an author of Mr. Tomkins’ 
penetration can prevail upon himfelf to be fatisfied, 
or (hould offer to impofe upon his readers, with a 
deduction fo very illogical. Is the not appearing 
of a thing, a certain argument, or indeed any ar- 
gument at all, for its not exilling ? It does not ap- 

pear, that there are mountains or groves, or ri- 
sers beneath our horizon : It does not appear, that 
Where are any fuch veffels as lymphatics, any fuch 
duid as the chyle, in thefe living bodies of ours, 
uiut by comparing them with others that have been 
liiilfefted ; and by reaibning from indifputable prin- 
tpiples, relating to the animal oeconomy, we affure 
tourfelves of the reality of both thefe particulars.— 
ollonfider, Sir, into what unnumbered abfurdities, 
mnd evident faUhoods, this way of arguing would 
l;>etray us, if purfued in all its confequences. It 
rvill prove, if we once admit it as a teft of truth, 
sihat nothing was tranfadled by fcriptural men, but 
Svhat is particularly recorded in fcripture-hiftory. I 

10 where read Ifaac circumcifed his fon Jacob^ or 
;nftru£ted his houfhold after the example of his fa- 
ther Abraham. But {hall we infer, from the filence 
‘>f fcripture, with regard to thefe matters, that he 
'sever conformed to the former inftitution, nor per- 
formed the latter fervice ? I {hould much rather be- 
lieve, that, as he bears the charatter of a godle 
f nan he walked in both thefe ftatutes and ordinan- 
ces of the Lord blamelefs. And, fince the apollles 
iciniformly agree in this grand premife, That the 
oioly Ghoft is God, it feemsmuch more reafonable 
> 0 conclude from hence, that they paid hirp direbt 

N 

/ 
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worihip, than from their bare filence to infer, that 
they negle£fed this pradbice.—I no where read in 
tlie facred writings, that St. Peter fuffered mar- ' 
tyrdom, or fealed the teftimony of Chrift with his 
blood. But mull we, on this acccttmt, perfuade 
ourfelves, that he was not one of the noble army cf' 
martyrs? No, you will fay ; it is very fuppofable,'! 
that he laid down his life for his Saviour, even 
though this event is not exprelly recorded, becaufei 
our Lord clearly predicts it, when he informs him, 
by what death he fhould glorify God. And may 
not I reply, with parity of reafon, it is very fuppo-^ 
fable, that the apoftles, in their folemn devotions,! 
addrefled diredt diftindt worihip to the Holy Ghoft, 
becatrfe their declaring their belief in his perfona- j 
lity and divinity, was a ftrong intimation that they ■ 
Ihould, was a fort of predidtion that they would, % 
render all kind of homage and adoration to him. ; 

—Upon the whole, if this be a mere prefumption, 
no better than a gratis didtum, That the apoftles 
did not worfhip the Holy Ghoft; then all the fpe-j 
cious arguments, derived from hence, drop of 
courfe. 

Qur objedtor ftill infifts, “ That this is not a ne- 
« ceflary part of Chriftian worihip.” (page 2.)—Be 
pleafed to obferve, how he departs from his firft 
propofal. His firft inquiry, that which the title- 
page exhibits, was, Whether this be warrantable ? 
then, with an evafive dexterity, he flips into ano- 
ther topic, and maintains that it cannot be necefla- 
ry. Whether this be tergiverfation or inaccuracy, 
I lhall not ftay to examine ; but muft alk Mr. Tom- 
kins, What reafon he has for this pofitive determi- 
nation, that it cannot be neceflary ?—Becaufe, on 
the contrary fuppofition, “ we lhall condemn the 
apoftles, as guilty of a great omiffion,” (page 2.)— 
This argument the author ufes more than once,: 
therefore I may be excufed in replying to it once a- 
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gain: We can have no pretence to condemn the a- 
poftlcs, till we have undeniable proof that there was 
fuch an omiflion in their condudf. Who can aflert, 
who dares maintain, that, when the apoftles were 
met together in the holy congregation, for large, 
folemn, copious devotion, they never recognized 
:the Divinity of the three facred perfons, never ad- 
dreiTed diftindl afts of praife or invocation to each 
refpedfively ? This, Mr. Tomkins may perfift in 

i fuppofmg ; but, after all he can fuggeft in vindica- 
tion of this principle, it will amount to no more 
than a bare fuppofal. I may, at lead, as fairly fup- 
pofe the very reverfe ; and, I think, have the fuf- 
frage of reafon, the analogy of fcripture, the con- 
fent of the purelt antiquity on my fide.—However, 
in cafe Mr. Tomkins had demondrated, by incon- 
teftible evidence, that the pradtice under confide- 
ration cannot be neceflary ; does he confine him- 
felf, in every inftance, to what is driddly necefiary ? 
does he not allow himfelf in what is expedient ? 
Could I not mention various particulars, which are 
not abfolutely neceflary, but yet they are decent 
and ufeful; they contribute to the beauty and har- 
mony of worlhip, to the comfort and edification of 
the worlhippers ? Perhaps, it may not be neqeflary 
to particularize in our devotions the prefent didrefs 
of our nation, and to form particular petitions fuit- 
able to our national exigencies, or particular thankf- 
givings accordmodated to our national deliverances. 
But fince this is very expedient j fince it tends to 
beget in all a more lively fenfe of our*dependence 
on divine Providence ; fince it is a mod emphatical 
method of afcribing to the fupreme Difpofer the 
glory of all our public mercies ; this practice is very 
becoming, very proper, very ufeful. Should I 
plead, in oppofition to this cudom, that it is not 
abfolutely neceflary : Your prayers may be accep- 
table to God, and beneficial to your country, with- 

N 2 
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out fuch particularizing : St. Paul gives no exprefs 
command, fets no explicit example of any fuch u- 
lage ; there is no precedent from any of the apof- 
tles, where the affairs of the ftate, under which 
they lived, are particularly difplayed before God in 
humble fupplication.—Would Mr. Tomkins think 
this a fufficient reafon for him in his private, or for 
minilters in their public devotions, to difcontinue 
the practice ? No, verily : the propriety, the ex- 
pediency of the thing, would juftify and afeertain 
its ufe, even though no fcriptural pattern had re- 
commended, no fcriptural precept enjoined it. 

It is affirmed, (page 5.) That “ the addreffes of 
the New Teftament are always made to the Father, 
or to the Son and it is added, (page 10.), {t that 
there is neither rule nor example in it for worihip- 
ping any other perfon whatever.”—This point our 
author affirms with a very pofitive air, as though it 
were incapable of being controverted ; and there- 
fore, often builds affertions on it, often makes de- 
ductions from it. Suppofe it was an undeniable 
truth, I think, we have (hewn, that it can be no 
fatisfa&ory proof, that in all the enlarged devotions 
of the apoftles, no addreffes were offered to the 
bleffed Spirit, becaufe a fewftiort ejaculations made 
no explicit mention of him:—But this affertion, 
perhaps, upon a clofer examination, may appear 
too bold and unjuftifiable ; fomewhat like the pofi- 
tion which has been advanced with regard to the 
fentiments of the primitive writers, and praftice of 
the primitive church. It might be proper to con- 
fider, on this occafion, 2 Theff. iii. 5. The Lord 
direeb your hearts into the love of God, and pati- 
ence of Chrift. This you will allow to be a prayer 
of benedi£lion. You will alfo obferve, that here 
is particular mention of three perfons. . The Lord, 
who is the object of the invocation, and beftower 
of the blelfing, is neither the Father, nor the Son, 
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And who then can it be, but the Holy Ghoft ? 
whofe amiable office it is, to ffied abroad the love 
of God in our hearts. *—It will not, I prefume, be 
intimated, that this is the only paffage of the kind. 
For were it the only one, yet where the evidence is 
infallible, we need not the mouth of two or three 
witnefles to eftabliffi the matter in debate. How- 
ever, for further fatisfa<flion, we may confult x 
ThelT. iii. 11, 12, 13. 2 Thcffi ii. 16. If we 
confider thefe texts in conjunction with thofe fcrip. 
tures which fpeak of the Holy Gholt as a diftindh 
perfon, we ffiall perceive a beautiful propriety, and 

' a particular emphafis, in underftanding the verfes 
as mentioning the facred perfons feverally. The 
latter text efpecially, confidered in this view, is ex- 
tremely pertinent, has a very admirable propriety, 
and agreebly to a maxim laid down by a great maf- 
4er of correct writing : 

Reddere perfonte fcit convenientia cuique. 

Our Lord Jefus Chrill himfelf, and God, and 
our Father, who hath loved us, and given us ever- 
lafting confolation, and good hope through grace, 
comfort your hearts, and eftabliffi you in every 
good word aAd work. Suppofmg the three perfons 
implored in this fupplication, every thing that is at- 
tributed to each, has a perfedt conformity with that 
part, which each is reprefented as adting, in the 
bleffied work of redemption ; e. g. Our Father, 
who hath loved us ; for God fo loved the world, 
faith St. John, that he gave his only-begotten Son. 
God, the Holy Ghoft, who hath given us everlaft- 
ing confolation ; for it is the pecuiiar office of the 
blelled Spirit to adminifter comfort, called there- 
fore the Paraclete. Jefus Chnft, who hath given 
ns good hope through, grace ; \Ve have hope in 
Chjrill, faith the apoftle to the Corinthians ; and 

* Rom. v. 5. 
N .3 
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nothing is more frequently celebrated, by the apof- 
folical writers, than the grace of our Lord Jefus 
Chrilt.—Behold then a pertinency, a beauty, a fig- 
nificant diftinftion, and an exa£f harmony between 
all the jvarts of this verfe, if taken in our fenfe ■, but 
a ftrange, confufed, tautological kind of didfion, if 
you difallow, that the three divine perfons are dif- 
tindfly applied to. 

Page 6. it is fuggefted, “ That we may incur the 
refentment of the other two perfons, as Ihewing a 
negledt or difrefpedt to them, if, of our own heads, 
we fhould, in any peculiar and diltinguifhed form, 
worfhip the Father.”—This, fure, is a moft un- 
worthy infinuation, as though the infinitely fublime 
and glorious perfons of the Godhead were meanly 
ambitious, or weakly jealous. This is meafuring 
the Deity, not by our reafon, which is a very in- 
competent ftandard ; not by our fenfes, which are 
ftill more inadequate judges ; but even by our for- 
did and vile affediions.—But not to infill upon this 
grofs error ; not to aggravate this affront offered to 
the adorable Trinity ; this intimation, and others 
of the like llrain, feem to be founded on a great 
miltake, with relation to the nature of the God- 
head. The effence is one, though the perfons are 
diftindl. So that whatever honour is paid to any 
perfon, is paid to the one, undivided eflence. If 
we call Jefus the Lord, St. Paul affur&s us, it is to 
the glory of God the Father. Whoever fees the 
Son, our Saviour himfelf declares, fees the Father 
alfo. (i. e.) Whoever has a right underftanding 
of the Son, and fees by faith his divine excellen- 
cies : that man fees, is acquainted with, the per- 
fedlions of the Father alfo; and for this obvious rea- 
fon, becaufe the Father and Son are one. And will 
not this hold good with regard to the Holy Spirit ?— 
If fo, whatever honour is paid to one, is paid to all 
the three facred perfons; or rather, whatever de- 
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vout afcriptions of praife are addrefled to either of 
the divine perfons, they are addrefled to the one li- 
ving incomprehenfible God.—I wilh Mr. Tomkins 
had attended to this confideration. It might have 
guarded him againft fome other unwa’-y expreflions, 
which imply the notion of Polytheifm ; particularly 
that in page 1 o. where he tells us, “ That the fcrip- 
ture fets forth the Father and the Son as the objedfs 
of worfhip,” I cannot find any fuch reprefentation 
in ‘fcripture. The fcripture is uniform, and con- 
fident, and fpeaking of but one God, fpeaks of but 
one objeft of divine worlhip, viz. the infinite Deity, 
didinguifhed by a threefold perfonality. This may 
feem drange *, but fince we have the Saviour’s word, 
and the apodle’s evidence, to fupport the tenet, it 
fhould, methinks, be admitted as true. This may 
feem drange; but is it therefore to be rejected as 
falfe ? At this rate, we mud deny the exidence of 
a thoufand phaenomena in nature ; we mud explode 
as impoflibilities numberlefs apparent fa<fts. 

Page 7. the inquirer advances a very unaccount- 
ble propofition. “ It fhould feem,” fays he, “ that 
the Son of God had quitted for that time (during 
his humiliation) his claim to divine worfhip j though 
it fhould be granted that he did receive divine 
worfhip before.’’—I mud atk with the Jewifli ruler, 
How can thefe things be ? Can God abandon his 
Divinity ? Can he ceafe to be fupremely great and 
good ? Is he not, (I would not fay by the neceflity, 
but by the abfolute perfettion of his nature,) to- 
day, and yederday, and for ever the fame ? If fo, 
it feems impoflible, that creatures fhould, for fo 
much as a Angle indant, be releafed from the duty 
of adoration ; it feems impoflible, (with reverence 
be it fpoken,) that God fhould relinquifh his claim 
to their profounded homage. This would be to 
deny himfelf; which the apodle reckons amon 
the vJwarra.) 2 Tim. ii. 13. aptwcwOcw ieunof a J'vyoCIa, 
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This tenet, I imagine is contrary, not only to rea- 
fon, but to fcripture. I fhould be pleafed to know, 
whether Mr. Tomkins, when he was compofing 
this paragraph, recollected that memorable faying 
of our Lord, John iii. 13. No man hath afcended 
into heaven, but he who came down from heaven, 
even the fon of man (0 m not owor ozaoiJ.zvo() who 
is in heaven. Is not this a manifeft proof, that our 
Saviour was in heaven by his divine nature, even 
while his human nature was fojourning on earth, or 
confined within the limits of a fcanty apartment? 
And if the divine Son, while holding, in his huma- 
nity, a conference with Nicodemus, was prefent by 
his Godhead in the heavenly regions, could the an- 
gels be infenfible of his prefence ? and, if fenfible 
of his prefence, could they withhold their adora- 
tion ?—Credat Judaeus Apella, non ego.—Let So- 
cinjans, and men that are called infidels, believe 
fuch an abfurdity. I cannot reconcile it to my ap- 
pfehenfions.—Our Lord emptied himfelf, it is true; 
becaufe, when he appeared among mortals, he ap- 
peared without the pomp and fplendor of his celef- 
tial majefty. He fuffered no fuch glory to irradiate 
and adorn his perfon, as fufrounded him on the 
mount of transfiguration, and will inveft him when 
he comes to judge the world ; but was in all things, 
fuch as we are, fin only excepted. Thus he humb- 
led himfelf, not by difrobing his eternal Godhead 
of its eflential dignity, but by withholding the ma- 
nifelfations of it, in that inferior nature, which he 
was pleafed to affume. 

Page 8. our author feems to miftake the mean- 
ing of that royal edidf, iffued out in the heaverily 
world, Let all the angels of God worfhip him. * 
He fuppofes this was a command to worfhip the Son 
in the fublime capacity of God over all. Tills, fure- 

* Heb. i. 4. 
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ly, could not be the fenfe of the words ; becaufe a 
command of fuch an import, muft be needlefs. This 
was the natural, the unchangeable, the indifpenfi- 
ble duty of all creatures ; and fuch as thofe fupe- 
rior intelligences could not but eafily difcern, fuch 
as thofe upright fpirits could not but readily obey, 
without any particular injunction. The command, 
therefore, I apprehend, is rather referable to the 
humanity of our bleiTed Redeemer ; to that nature 
in Immanuel, which purged away our fins, by be- 
coming a propitiatory facrifice. This was made 
higher than the angels. This had an illuftri- 
ous name given it, to which every knee fhould 
bow. This was exalted into heaven ; angels, and 
authorities, and powers, being made fubjedl unto 
the man Chrift Jefus. If this remark be true, then 
our author’s interpretation is erroneous, confequent- 
ly, his round-about argument, derived from a mis- 
taken principle, mull fall to nothing. 

Page 12. in the note our objector alks, “ Did the 
people of Ifrael, upon hearing thefe words, I am the 
Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, ever imagine, that there were three per- 
fons thenfpeaking ?” This queftion, I fuppofe. Is in- 
tended to invalidate the dodlrine of the Trinity. But 
the great article Hands upon a rock, too impenetrable 
to be undermined by fuch an interrogatory, too im- 
movable to be fliaken by fuch a fuggeilion. I pretend 
not to give a categorical anfwer to the query ; but 
only defire to obferve, that the people of Ifrael have 
Several intimations in their facred books, of a plu- 
rality of perfons in the unity of the divine eflence. 
They were accuitomed to hear Mofes fpeak in the 
plural number, when he relates the wonderful work 
of creation, Let us make man. Their infpired and 
royal preachers fpoke of the almighty Maker of 
them, and of all things, in plural terms, Remejjr- 

, * Ecclt xii. 1, 
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ber now thy Creator, * in the original, Creators. 
The prophets acknowledged and teach this grand 
myftery, particularly the evangelical prophet Ifaiah, 
chap. Ixiii. 9, 10. So that, if the children of Ja- 
cob and Jofeph were ignorant of this awful truth, 
it feems owing rather to the blindnefs of their un- 
deritandings, than to the want of proper difcoveries 
from above.—But be the cafe, as it is fuppofed, 
with regard to the Jews. Are we obliged to copy 
their ignorance ? Muft their fentiments be our 
guide ? their imaginations the model of our creed ? 
Surely, for a Chriliian to argue, or even to furmife, 
that there is no fuch thing, becaufe the ancient 
Jews were not acquainted with it, is altogether as 
unreafonable, as it would be unphilofophi'cal to 
maintain, that there are no fuch places as America 
or Greenland, becaufe they were both unknown to 
the ancient inhabitants of Canaan.—Mr. Tomkins 
cannot but know, that it is the excellency of the e- 
vangelica! difpenfation, to take off the veil from the 
Mofaical: That we, by comparing their law with 
our gofpcl, by applying the interpretation of our 
apoltles to the do&rines of their prophets, are able 
to fee clearly what they perceived but dimly. Ye 
do always relifi: the Holy Ghoft, fays St. Stephen, 
as your fathers did, fo do ye. * If this reproof be 
compared with the feveral narratives, recorded in 
the Old Teftament, concerning the ftiff-necked and 
refractory behaviour of the Jews, we {hall gather, 
by the cleareft deduction, that the holy Ghoff is Je- 
hovah. Perhaps, the Ifraelites, when they heard 
the pfalmift playing upon his harp, and fmging this 
congratulatory hymn of praife, Thou art afeended 
up on high, thou haft led captivity captive, and re- 
ceived gifts for men ; yea, even for thy enemies, 
that the Lord God might dwell among them ; J— 
the Ifraelites, 1 fay, upon hearing theie words, 

* Acts vii. 51. t Pfal, jxviii. i8. 
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might not be aware, that the perfon who afcended 
up on high, was the bleflea Jefus; and ,that tlie 
Lord God dwelling among, dwelling in depraved 
difobedient mortals, to renew and reclaim them, 
was the Holy Ghoft. But we, by collating Eph. 
iv. 8. w ith the former part of the verfe, and John 
xiv. 17, Rom. viii. 11. with the latter, are to our 
exceeding great confolation, brought to the know- 
ledge of thefe glorious doctrines. 

Page 14. our author obferves, “ That Dr. Watts 
would prove the propriety of paying divine worfhip 
to the Holy Gholt, from the form of adminiftring 
baptifm.”—This argument he undertakes to invali- 
date. tie proceeds in a very unexpected manner ; 
fprings a mine, of which we were not at all appre- 
henlive. What if it fhould turn to the overthrow 
of his own tenet ?—The DoCtor maintains, “ That 
baptifm is a piece of worfhip,” Our author replies, 
“ That hearing the word, in the public aflTembiies, 
may alfo be reputed a piece of worfhip.”—May it 
fo ? Then ex ore tua—Your own concedaon confutes 
your opinion. For, if to hear the word with alfidui- 
ty, with reverence, with an humble expectation of 
its becoming the inftrument of our falvation;—if 
this be a fpecies of worfhip, it is doubtlefs, a wor- 
fhip, paid to hirn who is the author and giver of 
the word. Now, we are fure, that it was the Ho- 
ly Ghoft, who fpake by the prophets, who fpakc 
by the apoftles, who fpake all the words of that 
life, which, in our religious congregations, arc ex- 
plained and enforced. 

Page 15. Mr. Tomkins urges the expreiTion of 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. x. 2. which I cannot forbear fuf- 
peCting, notwithftanding all the remonftrances of 
charity, which thinkeih no evil, he wilfully mifun- 
derftands. lt*s evident, on the very ftrft glance, 
that Mofes, in that place, cannot mean the man 
MofeS ; but the fyftem of religion, the body of laws. 
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moral, judicial, and ceremonial, which were, by 
him, delivered to the Jews. Is it therefore a proof, 
that to be baptized into the name of the Holy 
Ghoft is no aft of worfhip to that divine perfon, be- 
caufe it was no aft of worfhip to Mofes, to have 
been baptized into an oeconomy inftituted by God, 
and only promulged by Mofes ? 

For my part, I am ftedfaftly perfuaded, that to 
be baptifed into the name of the Holy Ghoft, is a 
very noble and fublime kind of worfhip; not to 
fay, an indifpenfible obligation to all other inftan- 
ces and degrees of worfhip.—It is coupled with that 
greatefl of Chriflian duties, believing; which I 
take to be a worfhip of the mind, far more impor- 
tant than any bodily homage ; without which, all 
external exprelhons of adoration are mere formality. 
He that believeth, and is baptized, fhall be faved. 
—I verily think, no one will deny, that baptifm is, 
at lead, equal in its import to circumcifion ; inftead 
of which it feems to be fubftituted. Now, circum- 
cifion was evidently a token and ratification of the 
covenant of Jehovah. It was a vifible atteftation 
to the perfon circumcifed, that the Lord was his 
God, engaged by covenant to proteft, blefs, and 
make him finally happy. It was a folemn declara- 
tion of an abfolute felf-furrender to the blefled God, 
to acknowledge him for the only Lord, to ferve 
him in all dutiful obedience, to feek his glory, and 
to be refigned to his will. This feems to have been 
the meaning of that divinely appointed rite, empha- 
tically expreffed in the words of the Jewifh legif- 
lator. Thou haft this day avouched the Lord to be 
thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his fta- 
tutes, and to hearken unto his voice. And the 
Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his peculi- 
ar people. *—And can we imaging that baptifm. 

* Dent. x:«v:. I', 18. 
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which has fuperfeded circumcifion, is inferior to it 
in fignificancy ? Or can we imagine, that thefe fo- 
lemn a£fs of recognizing the Lord for our orify 
God, and confecrating ourfelves to his honour, are 
no expreflions of worfhip ? 

Though this dedication of ourfelves to the fer- 
vice of the Holy Ghoft (hould be implied in the or- 
dinance of baptifm, “ ftill it mull be granted,” re- 
plies our author, “ that this can be no other fer- 
vice of the Spirit, than what is enjoined in the New 
Teftament,” (page 15.)—Thereby infinuating, that 
it is fomewhat different from the fervice we Hand 
engaged to yield both to the Father and to the Son. 
But, according to all the allowed methods of fpeech, 
the baptized perfon is dedicated alike to each of the 
three facred perfons: he avows them all to be the 
objeft of his worfhip, and the author of his fal- 
vation. There is no manner of difference in the 
terms which fpecify the obligations ; and fince di- 
vine wildom has made them the fame, why fhould 
we prefume to pronounce them diverfe ?—How un- 
accountably-flrange would the baptifmal form be, 
on our objeftor’s interpretation ; 1 baptife thee in- 
to an obligation to adore, to obey, to worfhip the 
Father and the Son •, but not to pay the fame reve- 
rential and devout regards to the Holy Ghoft ? 
What writer of ingenuity, in order to fupport a 
fmgular hypothefis, would do fuch apparent vio* 
lence to the meaning of the facred text ? What 
reader of diicernment would become a convert to 
an opinion, which muft darken and pervert the 
moll evident fenfe of feripture, in order to acquire 
an air of plaufibility ?—Suppofe a perfon fhbuld, 
in making his laft will, exprefs himfelf in the fol- 
lowing ftyle ; I conftitute A, B, and C, my joint 
executors ; I give'and bequeath to them, whatever 
remains of my eflate and goods, when my legacies 
are paid and my debts cleared. Would it not 

O 
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be a moft extravagant and unreafonable pretence, if 
a captious neighbour iliould maintain, that C is not 
veiled with an equal power, has not a right to an e- 
qual dividend with A and B ? If a gentleman of the 
long robe fhould offer to give this for law, would 
he not forfeit his charadler either of fagacity or in- 
tegrity ?—If none of thefe obfervations will con- 
vince Mr. Tomkins, that he has mifreprei'ented the 
tenor and extent of the baptifmal engagement, we 
will, in order to bring the matter, if poffible, to an 
amicable accommodation, accede even to his own 
affertion. He argues, “ That no other fervice of 
the Spirit can be meant, but fuch as is enjoined in 
the New Tellament.”—Agreed; let us join iffue on 
this footing.—Let us reft the caufe on this bottom. 
As it is Mr. Tomkin’s owrn motion, I hope, he will 
acquiefce in the refultof fuch a trial. Now the New 
Teftament, both virtually and explicitly, requires 
us to acknowledge the Holy Glioft to be God and 
Lord ; and what fervice is payable, according to the 
prefcriptions of the New Teftament, to fuch a Be- 
ing ? This, and no other, I would render myfelf; 
this, and no other, is‘rendered by all the churches. 
I do not fo much as attempt to be an advocate for 
any other worfhip to be addreffed to the Divine Spi- 
rit, than what the evangelical fcriptures direift us to 
offer unto that majeftic and venerable, that tremend- 
ous and amiable name, The Lord our God. If 
therefore the New Teftament demands all honour 
and adoration, as the inviolable due of this moft ex- 
alted Being, then Mr. Tomkins muft either flatly 
deny the Divinity of the Holy Ghoft, muft contra- 
dict the exprefs declaration of the infpired writers^p- 
this head, or elfe confefs, that his notion ftands 
condemned even on his own principles. 

What is alledged from 1 Cer. i. 13. feems 
to corroborate our fentiments, rather than to fup- 
port his. St. Paul afks, with warmth, and a fort 
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of holy indignation—V( to oniMt llavM tfizirjHjQnTi; he 
fpeaks of it as an abfurd and (hocking thing. Now, 
what could render this fo- odious and monftrous a 
practice; fuch as the apoftle difclaims and rejedts 
with abhorrence ? Nothing, that I can apprehend, 
but.the horrid evil it would imply. The evil of a- 
feribing divine honours to Paul, making Paul an 
'Objedt of worfhip, and confecrating perfons to a 
creature, who ought to be confecrated only to the 
Creator, God bieffed for ever. So that I mull de- 
clare, I think this text a ftrong intimation, that 
baptifm is really a facred fervice or divine worfhip, 
which it is utterly unallowable for any creature to 
afTume or admit. Therefore, the good apoftle re- 
nounces it, with a noble kind of deteft ition ; much 
like the angel, who, when John offered to fall at 
his feet, and do him homage, cries, Op« yn tv Quo 
TfOfKWWW. * 

The apoftolical benediction is another paflage 
ufually and defcrvcdly produced, in juftification of 
our pradtice. Mr. Tomkins alledges, “ That this 
is very different from a diredt addrefs by way of 
prayer to the Spirit,” (page 17.)-—It feems to me 
to be an undoubted ptaycr, and to 1 .• the very 
fame force as if it had been exprt iied in the irv re 
common precatory formt O Lord let us* Chrift, 
vouchfafe them thy grace'; O God of 'ordnrf's, 
grant them thy love ; O eternal Spit -y accompany 
them with thy comfortable prefence. That this is 
the purport of the words, is undeniable ; and where 
is the extraordinary difference, -whether the" a in- 
troduced by an efto ora fadt ?—I believe alfwiii al- 
low the form ordained by God (Numb. vi. 24, 25, 
26.) for the ufe of the Jewifh priefts, was a real 
prayer: The Lord blefs thee, and keep thee, the 

^Lord make his face to fhine upon thee, and be gra- 
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cious unto thee ; the Lord lift up the light of his 
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace ! If 
this was an addrefs to the Almighty, the apoftoli- 
cal benediction is exaCtly of the fame nature. To 
fay, that it was only a kind of wilh, and not de- 
figned for a devout afpiration to Jehovah, mult 
greatly debafe and enervate it : not to hint, that 
this facerdotal bleffing contained a recognition of 
three divine perfons, which might be obfcure in 
that age, but has been fully illuftrated by the apof- 
tles : not to hint, the great probability, that St. 
Paul had this very palfage in his eye, when he 
breathed out his benediclive prayer, and purpofely 
intended to explain it in the evangelical fenfe.—Be- 
fides, I would defire to know, whether any mini- 
fter could, with a fafe confcience, ufe the follow- 
ing benediction ? The grace of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and the love of God, and the fellowfliip of 
the Virgin Mary, be with you all, amen ! Why 
fhould a confcientious minilter be afraid of uling 
fuch a form, if it be no prayer ? if it be not a vir- 
tual afcription of omnifcience, omniprefence, and 
omnipotence to the Virgin, and in confequence of 
thofe attributes, a fupplicatory addrefs to her ?— 
Still we are encountered with another objection, 
“ If I Ihould fay to a friend, May the good angels 
attend you •, lhall this be called a praying to the an- 
ge]s ?”_Mr. Tomkins himfelf mull own, if he will 

deal fairly, that the cafe is by no means parallel. 
The eleCt angels difavow all divine worlhip; but 
does the Holy Ghoft do this ? The elea angels are 
miuiltering fpiiits ; but of the Holy Gholt it is faid. 
The Lord is that Spirit The angels are confelled- 
iy created and finite beings, fo that it would be ab- 
furdity and blafphemy to invocate them j but the 
Holy Gholt is pollefled of the perfections, per- 
forms the works, and is called by the incommuni- 
cable name of God, fo that it is wifdom and piety 
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to pray to him. For which reafons, I make no 
doubt, but that whenever the apoftles put up fuch 
an ejaculation,. H xo/cswa Tif ajz/K riwi/^M.Tof f/ijct twtw 
vuenf, they accompanied it with a devout and mental 
addrefs to the uncreated Spirit: becaufe it would 
be a piece of irreverence and folly, barely to wifh 
the mercy, and not apply to that ever-prefent Being 
for its accomplilhment. 

As for the other arguments which Dr. Watts ad- 
vances, in order to vindicate the cuftom of afcrib- 
ing praife to the HolyGhoft, viz. “ That it may 
be expedientto practife it frequentlyin feme church- 
es, where it has been long ufed, left great offence 
fhould be given.”—“ That it may be proper to ufe 
it fometimes, on purpofe to hold forth the dodtrine 
of the Trinity in times-of error, and take away all 
fufpicion of herefy from the public worlhip.”— 
Thefe confiderations I leave to the Doftor. I have 
no inclination to try my Ikill at fuch weapons, but 
chufe to a£l with regard to them, as David adbed 
in relation to Saul’s armour ; becaufe, I really think, 
that they rather encumber than uphold the caufe : 
They are fo unwarily worded, that they reprefent 

.the practice, not as a noble effential piece of divine 
worfhip, founded on the ftrongeft and moft invari- 
able principles, always fuitable to our neceffities, 
and always correipondent to the nature of the blef- 
fed Spirit; but as an occafional and time-ferving 
expedient; to be ufed, not conftantly, but now and 
then only ; and that, to anfwer a turn, none of the 
moft important, to avoid not any real deficiency in 
worfiiip, but only a fufpicion of herefy. Where- 
ever I am felicitous to fecurc the conclufion, I 
would by no means offer to deduce it from fuch un- 
folid and precarious ptemifes. 

I have now examined the moft confiderable ob- 
jedfions, urged by Mr. Tomkins, againft the una- 
.nimous pradf ice of Chriftian congregations, whether 

0 3 
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they conform or diiTcnt. I fhaJl only beg the con- 
tinuance of your candour and patience, while I 
touch upon another particular or two, which may 
farther corroborate our cullom, and prove it to be 
fomewhat more than warrantable. 

Suppofe we produce a command of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift; will this be fufficient to afcertain the 
practice; Does not our Saviour give this charge 
to his apoftles, Pray ye the Lord of the harveft, 
that he' would fend forth labourers into his har- 
veft ? * Now, I would humbly afk. Who the Lord 
of this fpiritual harveft is ? Shall we refer ourfelves 
to fcripture for fatisfaction ? Will Mr. Tomkins a- 
bide by the determination of fcripture ? will he ho- 
tieftly acknowledge, that, if the faipture declares 
the Holy Ghoft to be the Lord of the harweft, we 
have then a (Hear com million, a pofitive command, 
to add refs ourfclves by way of prayer to the Holy 
Ghoft ?—It is the Holy Ghoft who appoints the la- 
bourers that are to be employed in this harveft : 
The Holy Ghoft faid, Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul, for the work whereunto I have called them, f 
It is the Holy Ghoft, who qualifies the workmen, 
that are to difpatch this momentuous bufinefs, with 
wifdom, with knowledge, with utterance, and with 
all miraculous abilities, 1 Cor. xii. 8, 9, 10, 11. 
It is the Holy Ghoft who makes thefe labours effec- 
tual, and crowns them with ample fuccefs, Adts x. 
44. 1 Theft, i. 5.—From thefe feriptures, and their 
teftimonies concerning the bleffed Spirit, it feems 
indifputably plain, that he is Lord of the harveft. 
Can we have a more forcible motive to pray unto 
him, than the confideration of his fuperintending, 
conducing, and profpering the progrefs of (that 
heft of bleffings) the everlafting gofpel ? Need we 
a better warrant to offer our devouteft applications 

* Math. ix. 38. Luke X. a-, f A£ts xiii. J. & xx, 28. 
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■to him, than our Lord’s expreis injunction, viewed 
in connexion with thefe remarkable texts ? 

Suppofe I prove farther, that the heavenly beings 
■pay divine worfhip to the Holy Ghoft ; fuppofe 
I Ihew you angels and archangels in poftures of pro- 
found adoration at the throne of the eternal Spi- 
rit, and glorifying him in Itrains of the moft fub- 
lime devotion. Will this be allowed a proper pre- 
cedent for our practice ? will any one be fo bold as 
to affirm, that he is unfit to receive the worfhip of 
mortals oh earth, if it appear that he is the object 
of angelical worfhip in the heaven of heavens ? In 
the fixth chapter of Ifaiah, we meet with one of the 
grandeft reprefentations imaginable : Jehovah ex- 
hibits himfelf to the entranced prophet, feated on a 
lofty and auguft throne ; before him flood the im- 
mortal holts of feraphim ; they veiled their faces, 
in token of deepelt feif-abafement; they lifted 
aip their voices with a rapturous fervour, and ut- 
tered this magnificent acclamation. Holy, holy, ho- 
ly is the Lord of hofts; the wliole earth is full of 
his glory. The trifagium of the feraphic armies 
feems to intimate, that they addreffied their praifes 
•to the one Jehovah in a trinity of perfons. If you 
■look forward to verfe 8. you ■will find another cir- 
cumftance confirming this remark ; for the glorious 
■Majefty fpeaks of himfelf in the plural number. 
Who will go for us ? But the proof I chiefly depend 
on, the proof which is abfolutely inconteftible $ 
which none can deny, without fuppofmg them- 
felves better judges of the fenfe of fcripture, than 
the apoftles ; this proof is found in A£ts xxviii. 25. 
where St. Paul evidently lapplies the words, fpoken 
by this majeftic and divine Being, to the Holy 
Ghoft, Well fpake the Holy Ghoft faying. And 
if he attributes the words to this facred perfon, 
who dares feparate the honours ? Since all muft al- 
low, that the perfon who gives the commiffion to 
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the prophet, and the perfon whom the celeftial le- 
gions adore, is one and the fame.—Since therefore 
the angels addrefs the Holy Ghoft with folemn afts 
of praife ; f nee they bear united teftimony, that 
the whole earth is full of his glory ; Mr. Tomkins 
fhould confider, whether he adks a becoming part, 
in endeavouring to exclude his glory from any Chrif- 
tian congregation by his example, and from every 
Chriftian congregation by his writings. 

If Mr. Tomkins fhould Hill think his own opi- 
nion fufficient to over-rule all thefe allegations of 
fcripture.; of greater weight than the practice of St 
Paul to the Thefialonians; more unexceptionable, 
and fitter to be admitted as our pattern, than the 
example of the angelic hoft ; I cannot but imagine, 
that the propriety of our cuftom is apparent, even 
to the tenor of his own favourite notions. Page 
12th, he quotes that grand and fundamental law of 
revealed religion, “ Thou fhalt worfhip the Lord 
thy God, and him only fhalt thou ferve.” He pro- 
ceeds to confider, who this Lord our God is, whom 
we are to ferve. He then informs us, “ It appears 
from the whole current of fcripture,' in the New 
Teftament, as well as the Old, that it is he, who, 
in times paft, fpake unto tlje Fathers by the pro- 
phets.” Rightly judged. We make no appeal from 
this verdkSt, but acquiefce iii it, though it is his 
own. Only taking along with us St. Peter’s declara- 
tion, Prophecy came not in old time (rather at any 
time, unquam, not olim, tots, not Truhtu) by the 
will of man, but holy men of God fpake, as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoft. # Mr. Tomkins 
himfelf maintains, that the genuine and undoubted 
obje£t of divine worfhip, is that infinitely wife and 
gracious Being, -who fpake to our Fathers by the 
prophets; and St. Peter, in the moft exprefs man- 

. ner poflible, aflerts, that this infinitely wife and gta- 
'* 1 Pet. i. at. 
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cious Being, who fpake by the prophets, is the Ho- 
ly Ghoft. Can demonltration itfeif be plainer ? 
Sure, then, Mr. Tomkins muft either retraft his 
pofition, or difallow the apoftle’s application of it; 
or clfe give us leave to adhere inviolably to our prac- 
tice, and to look upon it as juftifiable beyond all 
reafonable exception ; and, what Ihould carry fome 
peculiar Weight with our author, juftifiable on prin- 
ciples of his own. 

May 1 urge this point a little farther ?—I fhould 
be glad to know, what is the fcriptural meaning of 
being converted unto the Lord ? Is it not, to re- 
nounce every lying vanity, to forfake every evil 
way, and turn to the Lord with all our heart ? that 
we may fear him, love him, put our whole trull in 
him, and ferve him truly all the days of our life. 
Does not this include fome, rather is it not compre- 
henfive of all worlhip ? So that if it is certain from 
fcripture, that finners are to be converted to the 
Holy Ghoft j then it is equally certain, that finners 
are to pay, not fome oniy, but all worlhip, to that 
blefied Being, who is the centre of their fouls, and 
the fource of their happinefs. Be pleafed to read at- 
tentively 2 Cor. iii. 16, 17. and we dare venture to 
ftand by your decifion. 

Let me add one more confideration, and I have 
done.—The blefied Spirit is to help our infirmities 
in prayer, Rom. viii. 26. The Spirit is to fubdue our 
iniquities, and mortify the deeds of the body, Rom. 
viii. 13. The Spirit is to Hied abroad the love of 
God in our hearts, Rom. v. 5. The Spirit is to 
fantlify us wholly, in all our faculties, 1 ThefT. v. 
23. The Spirit is to transform us into the divine i- 
mage, 2 Cor. iii. 18. The Spirit is to feal us un- 
to the day of redemption, Eph. iv. 30. and to be 
the earned of an incorruptible inheritance, Eph. i. 
14. In a word, from the Spirit we are humbly to 
expe£t all the fruits of goodnefs, righteoufnefs, and 
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truth, Eph. v. 9.—Now, what a comfortable prof- 
petl rifes before us, if this Spirit be theall-fuflicient, 
the infinite God, to whom nothing is impoifible; 
who is able to do for us exceeding abundantly, e- 
ven above all that we can afk or think ! But how 
languid muft be our hopes, how fcanty our expec- 
tations, if he be not the divine Being, but only fome 
finite exigence ! And, in another ftate of things, 
to whom will righteous fouls acknowledge them- 
felves inexpreffibly indebted, to whom will they re- 
turn their ardent thanks, and addrefs the moft joy- 
ful praifes, but to the author of thefe ineltimable 
bleffings ? If this then is likely to be the employ 
and the delight of heaven, Ihould it not be begun 
on earth ? 

Upon the whole; Since the cuftom of offering 
prayer, and addreffing praife, to the Holy Ghofi:, 
is contrary to no text of fcripture, is founded up- 
on his divine nature, and refults from the indifpen- 
fible obligation of creatures to worihip the God- 
head :—Since it was undeniably the pradlice of the 
Chriftian church, in its pureft days, and has been 
received, by unanimous approbation, for many hun- 
dreds of preceding years:—Since it is probable, if 
we will allow their doctrines and condudt to be con- 
fdtent, it is certain, if we will prefer the moft ac- 
curate and unembarraffed interpretation of their e- 
piftles, that the apoltles ufed this method of wor- 
fhip :—Since the analogy of the whole fcripture juf- 
tifies it, and the innumerable benefits, which are 
communicated to us from the bleffed Spirit, de- 
mand it:—Since angels afcribe glory to his awful 
Majefty, and our Saviour diredts us to put up pray- 
ers to his almighty goodnefs :—Thele, and other 
confiderations, determine me to join, without the 
leafl fcruple, with full affurance of its propriety, in 
that ancient noble doxology.—Glory be to the Fa- 
ther, who hath loved us with an everlafting love,— 
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and to the Son, who hath wafhed us from our fins 
in his own blood,—and to the Holy Ghoft, who 
applies thefe blefiings of redeeming grace to our 
corrupt hearts; to this great, eternal incompre- 
henfible Trinity, be rendered undivided honours, 
and immortal praife ! 

Having been fo very prolix already, I {hall not 
render myfelf more tedious, by making any apolo- 
gy ; but {hail only add, what no confideration can 
induce me to omit, that I am, dear Sir, 

Your obliged friend, &c. 

LETTER XXX. 

Dear Sir, Wtjlon-Favell, March, 1745-6. 

YOU have fet me a tafk, which I Ihould be glad 
to execute, if I was able. God forbid, that I 

fhould be backward to plead for the interelts of 
that Redeemer on earth, who, I truft, is making 
perpetual interceflion for me in heaven. But my 
fear is, left the noble caufe fnould fufter by the un- 
Ikilfulnefs of its defendant. It is for this reafon, 
purely for this reafon, I wifti to decline accepting 
the challenge you feem to give me in your letter. 
For this once, however, I will enter the lifts, and 
venture to try the ftrength, not of your arm, but 
of your arguments. 

I do not wonder, that you have objections to 
make againft Chriftianity. I know fome eminent 
Chriftians who were formerly warm and zealous 
in the oppofition ; yet they have frankly owned that 
their minds were then either very inconfiderate, or 
elfe immerfed in other {peculations ; and that they 
had no ieifare, or no inclination to weigh the evi- 
dences, and examine the nature of the evangelical 
doCtrine. Since they have applied themielves to 
eonfidcr thefe points, with a ferioufriefs and acten- 
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tion, becoming an inquiry of the laft importance ; 
an inquiry, in which their very fouls and all their 
eternal interefts were embarked, they are thorough- 
ly convinced, that their former fentiments were 
wrong. They are fully perfuaded, that the gofpel- 
inftirution is of divine extract ; that it is a fyftem, 
noble and fublime, benevolent and gracious, every 
way fuitable to the majeftyof God, and admirably 
calculated for the comfort, the improvement, and 
the happinefs of mankind. 

Methinks you will reply, and very reafonably. 
That all fuch fhould b'e able to account for the 

“ change of their opinions.”—I dare fay they can.— 
But as you call on me fo particularly,to vindicate the 
religious principles, which I have from my infan- 
cy embraced ; I will now attempt to vindicate them 
from the various charges, of which they Hand ar- 
raigned in your letter. 

Be pleafed then, dear Sir, to obferve, that the 
Chriftian doiflrine teaches, that when God brought 
man into being, he bleffcd him with a ftate perfedl- 
ly holy and happy. If you read the Bible, the au- 
thentic narrative of our fall, as well as the only 
guide to our recovery, you will find it an avowed 
truth, That God made man upright. If, therefore, 
man corrupted himfelf, and (as it is impoffible to 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean) polluted his 
offspring; where is the harfhnefs, where the in- 
juftice of the divine procedure in adjudging him 
worthy of death ? Let God bejuftified, and let mor- 
tals bear the blame. 

You think it very odd, that this tragical cata- 
ftrophe fhould be occafioned by eating an apple.— 
So lliould I too, was there nothing more in the cafe, 
than barely eating an apple. But this was a wilful 
and prcfumptuous breach of a moll pofitive com- 
mand, of the only command, which the almighty 
Lawgiver enjoined. And the fmaller the matter of 
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the prohibition, the more inexcufable was the fault 
of not complying with it. In this a<fl; of difobedi- 
ence was implied, the moft perverfe difcontent in 
the happieft circumltances imaginable ; the moft 
fhameful ingratitude for the moft ineftimable fa- 
vours ; pride and arrogance, even to an unfuffera- 
ble degree; implicit blafphemy, making God a 
liar, and hearkening to the fuggeftions of the devil, 
in preference to the folemn declarations of truth 
itfelf. Indeed this tranfgreftion was a complica- 
tion of iniquities; and, though reprefented under 
the extenuating terms of eating an apple, was real- 
ly the moft horrid provocation that was ever com- 
mitted. 

But that the tranfgreflion of Adam fhould faften 
guilt, or tranfmit corruption to his lateft pofterity, 
this, you imagine, is all a chimera.—If then you 
was created in a perfect ftate; if you fuffered no- 
thing by the original lapfe, why is your heart prone 
to numberlefs evils ? wdiy do you tread in the fteps 
of an apoftate anceftor ? why do you violate the 
law of an infinitely-pure God, and too often de- 
light in that abominable and accurfed thing which 
he hateth, fin ? You are too honeft and ingenu- 
ous to deny the truth of thefe expoftulations. And 
if fo, you muft allow, that your nature was depra- 
ved in Adam, or, which feems to be more cul- 
pable, that you have corrupted yourfelf. Then, 
there is no fuch great caufe to find fault with the 
fupreme Difpofer of tilings, for including you in 
Adam’s trefpafs, fince you yourfelf do the fame 
things. 

Is it confiftcnt, you afk, with the character of an 
infinitely-good Being, to make this refolve, That 
he would, on account of this fingle crime, bring 
into exiftence almoft innumerable millions of crea- 

. tures, fo fpoiled by himfelf, that they fhould all 
deferve eternal damnation ?—I anfwer, this is en- 

P 
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firely a mifreprefentation of the Chriftian fcheme. 
It was not in confequence of the original crime, 
that God determined to bring the human race into 
being ; but in purfuance of his own eternal purpo- 
fes, which are always the iffue of confummate wif- 
dom, of unbounded benevolence, and will, unlefs 
his creatures ftubbornly rejecl; the overtures of his 
love, terminate in their unfpeakable felicity.—Nei- 
ther was the human race fpoiled by the Creator, 
but by themfeives.—To fuppofe, that the Author 
of all excellence fhould deprave the work of his 
own hands, is doubtlefs a (hocking thought, and 
fuch as we utterly difavow. So far was he from 
being the foie operator, that he was not fo much as 
accefibry in any degree to their mifery : but warn- 
ed them of their danger ; charged them to beware ; 
and planted the barrier of his own tremendous 
threatenings between them and ruin. 

You are difpleafed, that everlaiting happinefs 
fhould never be attainable by any of thefe creatures,, 
but by thofe few to whom God gives his effedfual 
free grace.—If the propofition be fet in another 
light, which is really the true method of dating it 
if we fay, That, though all have forfeited, yet all 
tnay recover everlafling happinefs, becaufe effe&ual 
grace is freely offered to all; what can a man of 
candour obje£I to fuch a difpenfation ? Will he 
not acknowledge the goodnefs of the divine prcce-: 
dure, and inveigh againft the perverfenefs of mor- 
tals ; the moft unreafonable perverfenefs of all thofe, 
who are too proud to be fenfible of their want of 
grace, or too carelefs to trouble their heads about 
it ? Will he not be conftrained to declare them 
fuicides, and that they are chargeable, if they pe- 
rifh, with their own deftruftion ? If we prefcribe 
a medicine of fovereign efficacy, and the lick is 1c 
felf-willed as to refufe the recipe, who is to be blam- 
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ed, in cafe of a mifcarriage, the phyfician or the 

■patient ? 
When therefore you talk of perfons being una- 

voidably damned, you quite mifconceive the tenor 
of our moft merciful and benign inftitution •, which 
offers forgivenefs to all, though ever fo profligate, 
through the Saviour’s atonement; which makes a 
tender of grace to all, though ever fo abandoned, 
through the Saviour’s mediation. The language, 
the moft compaflionate language of which, is, Turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will you 
die ? And becaufe the (inner, enflaved to vice, 
is unable to drake off the fetters, it farther fays, Atk, 
and ye (hall receive ; feek, and ye (had find, grace 
fufficient for you. 

As to the meaning of the term grace, I appre- 
hend, it fignifies the pardon of obnoxious, and the 
.acceptance of unworthy perfons, ojr account of the 
expiation and merits of their Redeemer. It imports 
alfo a communication of knowledge and ftrength to 
ignorant and impotent creatures, that they may dif- 
xern their Creator’s will, «nd difcerning, may be 
enabled to perform it. And in forming thefe ideas, 
I can fee nothing ftupid j in expecting thefe blef- 
fings, nothing foolifh. 

But (till, perhaps, you think it fcarce reconcile- 
able with the wifdom, the juitice, the mercy of 
God, to differ mankind to fall. That he forefaw 
it, and could have prevented it, is undeniable. He 
forefaw it, or elfe he could not be omnifcient; he 
was able to have prevented it, otherwife he could 
not be omnipotent.—But what if the eternal Ma- 
ker knew, that this would give occafion to the moft 
ample and glorious manifeftation of thofe very at- 
tributes, which you fufpecl are eclipfed hereby ? 
Would this conciliate your approbation ? would 
this incline you to acquiefce in the oeconomy of the 
gofpel ? 

P 2 
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Certainly it is a moll ■ftupendous difcovery of 

vvifdom to find out a method, whereby the feeming- 
ly-jarring attributes of juftice and mercy may be re- 
conciled ;—whereby the finner may be faved, with- 
out any injury to the inviolable holinefs of his laws, 
or any derogation to the honour of his juft and 
righteous government. It was impofiible to give 
fuch an amazing proof of his infinite kindnefs for 
poor mortals, as by delivering his own Son to take 
their inferior nature, and bear all their guilt. Nor 
can there be fo fignal an exertion of juftice, as to pu- 
nifh this moft excellent perfon, when he flood in 
the place of offenders; or of mercy, as to divert 
the vengeance from their obnoxious, to his imma- 
culate and innocent head. 

As from the fcheme of redemption, the higheft 
glory redounds to the divine Majefty, fo the richeft 
confolation is derived from hence to frail creatures. | 
The happinefs of men confifts in the favour of God. j 
His love is better than life. To be gracioufly re- . 
garded by that adorable Being, who ftretched out 
the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth ; . 
to be the objefts of his complacency, whofe fmile 
conftitutes heaven, and wdrofe frown is worfe than 
deftruftion ;—this, this is human felicity. And 
how could God Almighty give us a brighter evi- 
dence, a more pregnant proof of his inconceivably 
tender concern for us, than by furrendering his 
■only Son to condemnation and death for our fake ? 
Tranfporting thought ! big with a delight, which 
man could never have known, had not Adam fal- 
len. This obviates an objection, on which you 
ftrongly infift, That you and others never confented 
to make Adam your reprefentative. For if this me- 
thod of ordering things be productive of a fuperior 
felicity to all that are willing to be happy, then it 
can be no wrong to the world in general, or to any 
individual perfon in particular. No more than it is 



Let. 30. O F LETTER'S. 175 
a wrong to the minor, for his guardians to procure 
intereft for his money, and improve his eftate a- 
gainfl the time of his coming to age. 

Upon the whole, There is no reafon to quarrel 
with that fovereign will of God, which permitted 
us to fall in Adam, from thence to contract: guilt, 
to derive pollution, and confequently, to deferve 
damnation. But rather, there is abundant caufe 
to admire, to adore, to blefs his holy name, for pro- 
viding a Redeemer ; a Redeemer of unknown dig- 
nity, and unutterable perfe&ions ; a Redeemer, by 
whom all the evils of the fall may be more than 
redrefled ; a Redeemer, in whom all the awful and 
amiable attributes of the Deity are moft illuftrious- 
ly difplayed; a Redeemer, through whom the mod 
wicked and moft unfortunate of our race may find 
mercy and arrive at happinefs ; a Redeemer, who 
moft compaffionately invites all, all that are weary 
and heavy laden, to come to him, and moft afiured- 
ly declares, that whofoever believeth in him, (haft 
not perifh, but have everlafting life.—And is it not 
ftrange,—» very ftrange,—hardly credible, fure, that 
any fhould rejett fo great falvation, and chufe death 
rather than life ? 

Let me beg of you, Sir, to confider thefe points 
with calmnefs and impartiality. You cannot but be 
fenfible, that many learned, many wife, many ex- 
cellent perfons, moft cordially believe them; receive 
their chief fatisfadfions from them, and would ra- 
ther die than renounce them.—Since it is poflibl^, 
at leaft, that they may be in the right; fince you 
do not pretend to be infallible in your judgement; 
and fince you acknowledge a God of unerring wif- 

• dom, and everlafting goodnefs, let me befeech you 
to implore his guidance in your fearch, and his di- 
reftion in your determination. For l am not aftiam- 
cd to own, or rather I am bold to maintain, that 

P * 
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this wildom cometh from above ; this wifdom is the 
gift of God ; and prayer is altogether as neceffary 
to its attainment, as fagacity of mind, or the ac- 
complilhments of learning. 

HIS morning I received your favour. The 
day lours, and threatens rain, which de- 

bars me from the pleafure of paying you my thanks 
in perfon. 

Mr. Huygens I hope to read very carefully. But, 
I believe, it will be proper to take heed of adopting 
into my plan any notions that are difficult and ab- 
ftrufe. I would have every thing fo perfpicuous, 
that the dim melt underftanding may apprehend my 
meaning ; fo obvious, that he who runs may read. 
—Let me lay before you a little fketch of my defign, 
with a requelt, that you would alter the general or- 
der, and make retrenchments, or additions of par- 
ticular incidents, as you ihall think molt expedi- 
ent. 

A contemplative walk. The approach of even- 
ing, and gradual extimflion of light.—The advan- 
tages of folitude.—The ftillnefs of the univerfe.— 
The coolnefs of the atmofphere.—Darknefs, and 
its ufefulnefs to mankind.—Sleep, and its beneficial 
effedts.—Dreams, and their extravagance.—A glow- 
worm glimmering.—An owl fhrieking.—A nigh- 
tingale finging.—The very different circumftances 
of mankind; fome revelling and caroufmg; fome 
agonizing and dying.—A knell founding.—The no- 
tion of gholts walking.—The moon, with its va- 
rious' appearances, and ferviceablenefs to our globe, 
—the heavenly bodies,—their number,—fize,— 

- aourfes,—diltances,—difplay many of the glorious 

LETTER XXXI. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon-Favell, Nov. 1. 1746. 
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attributes of their Creator,—fome of which are Ipe- 
oified.—They teach nothing of redemption,—this 
the peculiar prerogative of revelation.—Chrift the 
day-ftar from on high, that points out, and makes 
clear the way of falvation. 

Thefe are fome of the fubje&s which, I imagin- 
ed, might be admitted into the compofition of a 
Night piece. If others occur to your mind more 
pleafmg, or more ftriking, be pleafed to fuggeft 
them. 

I am glad to find, by the quotation from Mr. 
Locke, that your efteem and veneration for the 
fcriptures, are on the increafing hand. May we 
be perfuaded, ever more and more, of the incom- 
parable excellency of thofe facred volumes. This 
one confideration, that they are the book of God, 
is a higher recommendation of them, than could be 
difplayed in ten tlioufand panegyric orations. For 
my part, I purpofe to addict myfelf, with more in- 
ceflant affiduity, to this delightful and divine ftudy. 
Away, my Homer; I have no more need of being 
entertained by you, fince Job and the prophets fur- 
nifh me with images much more magnificent, and 
leflbns infinitely more important. Away, my Ho- 
race : nor fhall I fuffer any lofs by your abfence, 
w'hile the fweet finger of Ifirael tunes his. lyre, and 
rharms me with the finelt flights of fancy, and in- 
spirits me with the nobleft Strains of devotion. And 
even my prime favourite, my Virgil, may with- 
draw ; fince in Ifaiah I enjoy all his Majefty of fen- 
timent, all his correftnefs of judgement, all his 
beautiful propriety of diction, and—But I muft 
■have done. The mefTenger waits ; he can flay no 
Jonger, than barely to allow me leifure to fubfcribe 
myfelf, dear Sir, &c. 
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LETTER XXXII. 

Dear Sir, WeJlon-FaveH, Nov. 29, 1746. 

HAving taken cold, and got a hoarfenefs, I am 
afraid to venture abroad, left I fhould lofe 

my voice, and be incapable of performing the duty 
of the morrow. 

If any method is agreed upon by the committee, 
for endeavouring, in fome more effeftual manner, 
to promote the fpiritual recovery, and everlafting 
welfare of the infirmary-patients, I wifh you would 
be fo kind as to inform me of it, in a letter : that 
if any part of this generous undertaking fliould fall 
to my {hare, I may addrefs myfelf to the profecu- 
tion ofit, with all the ability which the divine good- 
nefs {hall vouchfafe to communicate. Or, if there 
be no need of my concurrence, that I may accom- 
pany it with my beft wifhes, and, at leaft, further 
it with my prayers 5 

Who am, &c. 

LETTER XXXIII. 

My very dearfriend, 

YOur laft found me on the recovering hand, 
getting ftrength and fpirits, though by flow 

degrees. 
Soon after I received your favour, a meflenger 

came from London, bringing us the alarming news, 
that my youngeft brother was extremely ill. My { 
father’s bowels yearned, and his heart bled ; but 
the infirmities of age, and an unwieldy conftitution, 
hindered him from taking the journey. Upon me, 
therefore, the office fell. Feeble and languid as I 
v/as, there was no rejedling fuch a call. Accord- 
ingly, I took coach, and in two days arrived fafe at 

- ■ 
, 
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London ; where I found my poor brother (the pack- 
er) feized with a moft violent fever. He was attend- 
ed by two eminent phyficians ; but they proved vain 
helpers, and miferable comforters. For a confider- 
able time, his ftout conftitution ftruggled with the 
difeafe, but at laft was forced to yield, was forced 
to drop in the dreadful combat. After attend- 
ing his fick-bed for feveral days, I had the melan- 
choly talk of doling his dear eyes, and refigning 
him up to death. 

Oh ! the uncertainty of mortal things ! What is 
health, but a glimmering taper, that expires while 
it Ihines ; and is liable to be extinguilhed by every 
motion of the air ? What is ftrength, but a tender 
blolTom, that is often withered in its fulleft bloom ; 
often bl?J\ed, even before it is blown ?—Who could 
have thought, that I Ihould furvive my brother, and 
follow him to the grave ? I, lickly and enervated, 
he, always lively and vigorous. In flourilhing cir- 
cumltances, and bleded with profperity in his'bufi- 
nefs ; but now removed to the dark, ina&ive, fileut 
tomb. Lately married to a beautiful and blooming 
bride ; but now everlaftingly divorced, and a com- 
panion for creeping things. 

Scarce was I returned to Wefton, but another 
awful providence fetched me from home : My very 
worthy phyfician Dr. Stonehoufe, who lives and 
pra&ifes at Northampton, had the misfortune to 
lofe an amiable and excellent wife. She alfo was 
fnatched away in the morning of life (aged 25,) and 
dead, before I fo much as heard of her being difor- 
dered. At this valuable friend’s houie, I was de- 
lired to abide fome time, in order to allilt in writ- 
ing letters for him, and difpatching his neceflary af- 
fairs ; in comforting him concerning the deceafed; 
and (if the will of God be fo) in endeavouring to im- 
prove the awakening vifitation to our mutual good. 

You will furely fay, when you read this account, 
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that I have been in deaths oft. Once upon the bor- 
ders of it myfelf, and more than once a fpeftator of 
its viftory over others.—However, my dear friends, 
let us not be difmayed. Let no man’s, at leaft no 
believer’s heart fail, becaufe of this king of terrors. 
Though thoufands fall befide us, though ten thou- 
fands expire at our right hand, and though we our- 
felves mull quickly give up the ghoft ; yet the word 
is gone out of our great Redeemer’s mouth, and it 
ihall not return unfulfilled, I will fwallow up death 
in vuftory. He {hall {land at the latter day upon 
the earth; he {hall fay to the grave, Give up ; and to 
the fea, Keep not back ; releafe my fons from your 
dark confinement, and reftore my daughters to 
their everlafting Father’s arm.—Then fhall we lead 
him captive, whofe captives we were, and triumph 
eternally over this laft enemy. In the mean time, 
let us lay all our help, all our guilt,, upon the di- 
vine Author of our faith, and Captain of our fal- 
vation. So Ihall we no longer be in bondage, 
through fear of death ; but, with the faints of old, 
overcome through the blood of the Lamb ; over- 
come the dread, even while we fink beneath the 
ftroke of this our mortal foe. 

What I wrote concerning a firm faith in God’s 
.molt precious promifes, and an humble truft, that 
we are the objedfs of his tender love, is what I de- 
fire to feel, rather than what I actually experience. 
Confiderations they are, with which I would ply 
my own heart, in hopes that they may be eftedfual- 
ly fet home by divine grace, in hopes that they may 
become the happy means of making me llrong in 
faith, and enabling me thereby to give glory to God. 

Your remarks on this important point are ex- 
ceedingly judicious, and perfectly right. After 
which, it will be infignificant to my friend, and look 
like arrogance in his correfpondent, to add, that 
they exadtly coincide with my fentiments. 
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I do not doubt, but there are many dear child- 

ren of the blefled God, who are in a much better 
condition, with regard to his favour, than they can 
eafily be perfuaded to believe. Many fincerely righ- 
teous, for whom light is fown ; many true heart- 
ed, for whom joyful gladnefs is prepared : which, 
though latent in the furrows of inward tribulation, 
or opprefled under the clods of mifgiving fears, 
fhall, in another world, fpring up with infinite in- 
creafe, and yield an everlafling harveft. 

That humble hope, mixed, with trembling, you 
have very pathetically defcribed, in the breathings 
of a renewed foul, panting after God ; languifhing 
for the tokens of his love ; ardently defiring the 
final enjoyment of him in his heavenly kingdom ; 
and relying wholly on the meritorious paffion, plead- 
ing nothing but the perfect righteoufnefs of Jefus 
Chrift.—Happy, without all peradventure, happy 
the heart, in which fuch affedtions habitually pre- 
vail. They are the beginning of heaven, and will 
certainly be completed in glory. They conflitute 
a fignal part of that meetnefs for the inheritance of 
faints in light, concerning which the apoftle fpeaks, 
and which is one of the fureft evidences of our de- 
fignation to that purchafed pofleflion. Chrift will 
in no wife, on no confideration of paft provocation, 
or prefent corruption, either for weaknefs of faith, 
or want of confidence, caft out fuch a one. Let not 
fuch a one queftion, but he who has begun the good 
work, will accomplifh it even unto the end. 

We ihould, however, as you moft pertinently 
obferve, lament all the remains of unbelief, as a 
mifery; repent of them, as a fin ; and labour to 
obtain a more allured faith, botlt as our duty, and 
our felicity.—The diredtion for prayer, you know, 
is, that we draw near in full afiurance of faith: 
and, Whatfoever things ye afk in prayer, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and ye fhall have 
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them.—“The Theffalonians are commended for re- 
ceiving the gofpel, with much aflurance of faith. Re- 
ceiving the gofpel!—What is meant by that expref- 
fion ? believing, that the apoftles were no impof- 
tors; that Jefus Chrift was the true Mefliah ; and 
that his dodlrine came from heaven ?—This, and 
abundantly more, I apprehend, it implies,—That 
Chrift died, not for fms only in general, but for 
their fins in particular ; that he bore all their ini- 
quities, in his own bleeding body, and agonizing 
foul, on the curfed tree; that, all their crimes be- 
ing fully expiated, the moft rigorous juftice would 
not demand a double payment for the fame debt ; 
and confequently, that there remained no condem- 
nation for them.—This is the glad tidings, which 
they not only attended to, and credited with a fpe- 
culative aflent; but with a perfonal application of 
it, each to his particular cafe. And why ftiould not 
we do the very fame ?—I {hall only fubjoin further 
on this head, what I take to be a very clear and ac- 
curate explanation of the apoftle’s celebrated defini- 
tion of faith.—Faith is the fubftance of things hop- 
ed for, the evidence of things not feen ; putting us 
into a kind of prefent pofieffion of the promifes,^nd 
fetting divine truths before the mind in all the light 
and power of demonftration. For this beautiful il- 
luftration of the infpired writer, I am obliged to 
an excellent clergyman of this neighbourhood ; who 
lately favoured us with an admirable vifitation-fer- 
mon, and, for the good of the public, was prevail- 
ed on to print it.—You will give me leave to clofe 
the topic with a diftinftion, which I have fome- 
where read, or on fome occafion heard ; A diftinc- 
tion which I think properly adjufts the cafe under 
confideration j and fettles it, neither on a precarious, 
nor a difeouraging iflue.—Manyhave the faith which 
bringeth falvation, who have not that faith whichpro- 
duceth affurance ; but none have the former, who do 
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not afpire after, and endeavour to poffefstbe latter. 

On the whole, I heartily befeech the adorable 
and infinitely-gracious Giver of every perfedt gift, 
to eftablilh, ftrengthen, fettle us in the faith of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; that he would fulfil in us all 
the good pleafure of his will, and the work of faith 
with power. And, I dare fay, we fiiall often lift 
up our hearts to our heavenly Father, and breathe 
out that ardent petition, Lord, I believe ; help thou 
mine unbelief!—If we have fuch frequent recourle 
to the overflowing and inexhauitible fountain of 
all good ; if we add to our prayers meditation on 
the merits of Jefus, and on the fure word of pro- 
mife ; our faith will grow; the grain of muftard- 
feed will be quickened, and flioot up into a tree; 
the little drop will become a ftream, and the ftream 
fpread into a river. The waters that ifiued from 
the fancluary were, at firft, deep to the ancles only; 
then they arofe to the knees ; foon they reached 
the loins; and were afterwards waters to fwim in. 

The Contemplations you are pleafed to inquire af- 
ter, are, after long delays, or a very flow proce- 
dure of the prefs, launched into the world. What 
may be their fate, I dare not conjecture. Whether, 
by the general difapprobation, they may be unfortu- 
nately becalmed ; or, by the feverity of critics, may 
fplit on the rocks of cenfure; or, foundering 
through their own unworthinefs, may fink in ob- 
livion ; or, blefled by a gracious providence, may 
gain the haven of public acceptance, and import 
thofe moft valuable commodities, pleafure, which 
improves, and improvement, which delights. When 
they reach your parts, be fo good, dear Sir, as to 
perufe them, firft with the humble child-like fpirit 
of a Chriftian, who feeks religious advantage in all 
that he reads. Next, with the candid rigour of a 
friend, faying, as you proceed, Here his thoughts 

' are redundant, and want the pruning-knife ; there 
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they are deficient, and call for the grafter’s hand 
here the language is obfcure, and perfpicuity is th< 
only remedy; there it is inexpreflive, and muft b< 
rendered more nervous, in order to reach the judge 
ment, or ftrike the pafiions.—Above all, let mi 
beg of you to implore a bleffing from the molt higl 
God, both upon the author and his piece : tha 
the one may be a monument of divine mercy, th< 
other a polilhed {haft in the great Immanuel’s quf 
ver. 

Should not a fenfe of his love make us more ar- 
dently defirous of bringing others to partake of thai 
everlatling blifs, which we humbly expedl: as otn 
final portion; and of which fome foretaftes have 
been indulged even in our prefent (late ?—Should 
we not be fiirred up with greater affiduity and love, 
to warn every man, and exhort every man, that 
they alfo may be prefented perfedl in Chrift, and 
live for ever in the light ©f his countenance ?—The 
book I mentioned formerly, and took leave to re- 
commend, fhall be fent. I have fet it apart as ? 
prefent for my dear friend ; and whether my life 
be prolonged, or my death haftened, neither oi 
thefe circumftances {hall make any alteration in mj 
defign. Only let me defire you, in your next, to 
give me once more the proper direclions for con- 
veying it to you. For, fome way or other, in my 
late unfettled flate, I have miflaid your letter, 
Fleafe to prefent my thanks to Mrs. **# for hei 
kind wiflies •, and tell her, that they are, and fhak 
be moft cordially returned by her and your mofi 
faithful and affedlionate friend, See. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

Dear Sir, Weflon-FaveU, Feb. 28. 1747* 

I Have read the ingenious gentleman’s letter at 
tentively. Though he fays the ftrongelt thing 
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that can be urged upon the point, I ftill adhere to 
my fentiments ; and not becaui'e they are mine, but 
the fcriptures, and fupportable. I am perfuaded by 
a variety of texts from the oracles of truth.—I beg 
leave to wave the profecution of the controverfy. 
Controverfy is what I naturally diflike, and what I 
have feldom found advantageous. I know his opi- 
nion, and he has given me an opportunity of de- 
claring mine ; and would only add, that if in any 
thing we be otherwife minded (than is confiftent 
with the gofpel of grace,) God (upon a diligent ap- 
plication to his word, and humble prayer for the 
teaching of his Spirit) will reveal this unto us. 
Phil. iii. 15. 

I have been reading Mr. Baxter’s Saints Ever- 
lalling Reft, and admire the copioufnefs, the juft- 
nefs, and the devotion of his thoughts. How happy 
the foul, that while reading them, can make them his 
own ! May this be always tire prevailing defire; 
and, in due time, the heaven-vouchfafed portion of 
the worthy owner of the book, and of his 

Moll afte£Honate friend, &c. 

LETTER XXXV. * 

Dear Sir, Wejlon-Favell, Feb. 1747. 

I Have heard nothing from ray printer, during all 
this interval. What can be the reafon of his 

long filence, and great negligence, I cannot ima- 
gine. But this week it occured to my mind, that 
if he delays the fecond edition at this rate, I may 
poffibly be able to prepare the third letter to accom- 
pany it. Accordingly, 1 have poftponed other bu- 
finefs, and applied wholly to this work. I have 
tranferibed feme part of the intended piece, and 
fend it for your perufal. Pray be fo good as to ex- 
amine it narrowly, and favour me with your re- 
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marks and improvements, on a feparate paper. 
There are, I fear, befides more material faults, fe- 
veral miftakes in the copy, owing to my want of 
leifure to review it. I fuppofe the remainder of 
my defign, when completed, will confift of about 
the fame number of pages. 

If I live till Monday, I propofe to vifit my pati- 
ent at the infirmary ; and, if company happens to 
be agreeable, will take the pleafure of fpending an 
hour with a certain valuable and very much efteem- 
ed friend at Northampton. If you are not able to 
guefs the perfon I mean, you fhall foon be inform- 
ed by, dear Sir, yours, &c. 

Vir bonus et prudens verfus reprehendet inertes, 
Culpabit duros, incomptis allinet atrum 
Tranfverfo calamo lignum, ambitiofa recidet 
Ornamenta, parum claris lucem dare coget, 
Arguet ambigue dicftum, mutando notabit. Hor. 

This I tranfcribe, not to inform you of the cri- 
tic’s office, but only to apprize you of what I wilh, 
and what I humbly requeit. 

5 — ' 

LETTER XXXVI. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon-Favell, April 12. 1 747. 

I Have folded down a corner of the leaf at the 
place where your perufal left off. There is a 

note or two fubjoined to the preceding pages, which 
I wilh you would pleafe to examine. My humble 
fervice to Dr. ****. I defire he will, write his re- 
marks and correftions on a feparate paper. What 
think you of the following lines for a motto ? 

Night opes the nobleft fcenes, and fheds an awe, 
Which gives thofe venerable fcenes full weight, 
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And deep impreflion on th’ intender’d heart. 

Night-Thoughts. 

 Si quid novifti reflius iftis, 
Candidus imperti. 

Your plan for forming a Chriftian fociety, and 
regulating our interviews, I greatly approve- It 
feems to me to be complete. I fee nothing that 
fhould be taken from it, nor can think of any thing 
to be added to it. I heartily wifh to have it carried 
into execution, and hope it will be produflive of 
confiderable comfort and advantage to the mem- 
bers •, and not to them only, but, by rendering 
them more ufeful in their refpe<Tive llations, to ma- 
ny others. 

A cold, and hoaTfenefs on my voice, make me 
fomewhat fearful of coming to **** this day. I 
hope you have perufed the remainder of the rnanu- 
fcript; and cannot but wifh, you would give the 
whole a fecond reading. The unknown importance 
of what we print, inclines me to urge this requeft. 
Who can tell how long it may continue, and into 
what hands it may come ? I almoft tremble at fuch 
a thought, left I fhould write unadvifedly with my 
pen ; and injure, inftead of ferving, the beft of 
caufes. 

If you have put my little piece into the hands of 
my Ariftarchus, Dr. **** I mean, defire him to 
be particularly attentive to the redundancies, and 
lop them off with a plentiful hand. 

I fhall foon create you a fecond talk, by tranf- 
mitting for your correction, twenty folio pages of 
remarks on the ftars, and ferious improvements.— 
Yours, &c. 
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LETTER' XXXVII. 

JZ7"Jlon-Favel/, June 2"], 1747. 

My deal' Friend, 
COming home this evening, I could not forbear 

mufing on the various topics, which furnifhed 
matter for our difcourfe ; and now I am all thought- 
ful and retired, I cannot forbear taking notice of 
fojne particulars relating to our converfation. To 
be fdent in fuch a cafe, would I am perfuaded, be 
more difpleafing to a gentleman of your difcern- 
ment and generofity, than to ufe the utmoit free- 
dom of fpeech. 

Was it you, dear Sir, or I, that when a certain 
paflage in fcripture happened to be mentioned, 
treated it, not indeed with a contemptuous difdain, 
but with too ludicrous an air ? defcanted on it, in 
a fportive and frolicfome manner, in order to create 
a little pleafantry. If I was the perfon that indul- 
ged this improper levity, I befeech you to rebuke 
me, and feverely too. Though my defign might 
be innocent, my conduft was apparently wrong. 
That infinitely precious and important book, ihould 
be always held in the higheft veneration. Whate- 
ver the divine Spirit vouchfafes'to dictate, fhould 
be thought and fpoke of by mortals, with grati- 
tude, dutifulnefs, and awe. It is the character of 
a religious man, that he trembles at God’s word ; 
and tt is laid of the great Jehovah, that he has mag- 
nified his name and his word above all things. 

Who was it, dear Sir, that- lent to our valuable 
friend that vile book, Le Sopha, and yet wrote by 
Crebillon, with an enchanting fpirit of- elegance j 
which mull render the mifchief palatable, and the 
bane even delicious ? I wonder, that your kind and 
benevolent heart could recommend arfenic for a re- 
gale. It puts me in mind of the empoifoned Ihift 
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prefented to Hercules. I am fure you did not think 
on it, or elfe you would no more have tranfmitted 
fuch a peftilent treatii'e to the perufal of a friend, 
than you would tranfmit to him a packet of goods 
from a country depopulated by the plague. If that 

| polluting French book ftill remains in your ftudy, 
let me beg of you to make it perform quarantine in 

j the flames. 
The laft particular relates to attendance on the 

( public worlhip of God. Let us not negleft the af- 
: fembling ourfelves together. This was the advice 
I of the beft and greateft cafuift in the world ; not to 
] fay, the injunftion of the Maker of all things, and 

Judge of all men.—Would we be aflured of our 
love to God ! This is one evidence of that moft no- 
ble and happy temper -, Lord, I have loved the ha- 
bitation of thy houfe, and the place where thy hon- 
our dwelleth.—Would we glorify the Lord ? Then 
let us appear in his courts, fall low on our knees 
before his footftool,'and in this public manner avow 
him for our God, recognize him for our King, and 

i acknowledge him to beourfupreme good.—Would 
we follow the example of our devout and blefled Maf- 
ter; Let us remember how it is written, Jefus went 
into the fynagogue, as his cuftom was. And, if we 
take due care to get our hearts prepared, by a little 
previous meditation, and earned prayer, I dare an- 
fwer for it, our attendance will not be in vain in the 
Lord. God will, according to his promife, meet 
us in his ordinances ; make us joyful in his houfe 
of prayer ; and we lhall experience what (if I re- 
member aright) that brighteft ornament of the court 
of judicature, Judge Hales, declared, That he ne- 
ver fat under the preaching, even of the meaneft 
fermon, but he found fome word of edification, ex- 
hortation, or comfort. 

Dear Sir, beftow a thought on thefe things. . If 
the remonftrances are w'rong, I willingly retradf 
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them ; if right, you will not pronounce me imper- 
tinent. Love and friendlhip diftate what I write ; 
and the only end I have in view, is the holinefs, the 
ufefulnefs, the happinefs, the final falvation of my 
much efteemed friend. It is for this, this only I 
have now taken my pen in hand, and for this I fliall 
often bend my knees before God, and thereby prove 
myfelf to be, dear Sir, &c. 

LETTER XXXVIII. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon-Favell, July 18. 1747. 

I Defire you to accept my thanks for the variety 
of beautiful lines, which you lent me, to chufe 

a motto from. They are all elegant, but not fuffi- 
cientiy expreflive of the defign of the piece. There- 
fore I imagined the following quotation from Dr. 
Young, fomewhat more fuitable ; 

Night is fair virtue’s immemorial friend ; 
The confcious moon, through ev’ry diftant age, 
Has held a lamp to wifdom. 

You advifed me to add a fort of note to the palfage 
obje&ed to by Mr. >****, relating to the fpark’s be- 
ing vifible. In purfuance of your direction, I fub- 
joined the following: 

“ I beg leave to inform the young gentleman, 
whofe name dignifies my dedication, that this was 
a remark of his worthy father, when we rode toge- 
ther, and converfed in a dulky evening. I mention 
this circumftance, partly to fecure the paragraph 
from contempt, partly to give him, and the world, 
an idea of that eminently-ferious tafte, which dif- 
tinguilhed my worthy friend. The lefs obvious the 
refleftion, the more clearly it difcovers a turn of 
mind remarkably fpiritual, which would fuffer no- 
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thing to efcape without yielding fome fpiritual im- 
provement. And the meaner the incident, the more 
admirable was that fertility of imagination, which 
could deduce the nobiell truths from the moft tri- 
vial occurrences !” 

Will not this be looked upon as a fly underhand 
artifice, whereby the author extols himfelf ? 

Does the famous Dutch philofopher, Newentit (I 
I think is his name) treat of the heavenly bodies ? 
! If he does, be fo good, , in cafe he dwells in your 
: ftudy, to fend him on a week’s vifit to me. Dr. 
! Watt’s Treatife on aftronomy, I Ihould be glad to 
i perufe. 

The Hymn to the moon, whoever is meant by 
Scriblerus Decimus Maximus, is very poetical. I 
durll not venture to add what is wanting to render 
it a complete addrefs, left it fhould become like the 
vifionary image, whofe head was of gold, his feet of 
iron and clay. 

My tranfient remarks on Dr. Rymer’s Repre- 
fentation of revealed religion, are loft. I muft de- 
fire leave to poftpone my obfervations on the other 
books. 

I am, dear Sir, &c. 

LETTER XXXIX. 

Dear Sir, Wejhm-Favell, Aug. 8. 1747. 

AFter my thanks for what pafled in yefterday’s 
interview, give me leave to add my acknow- 

ments for the perufal of your poem, entitled, The 
Deity. It is a noble piece, quite poetical, truly e- 
vangelical, and admirably fitted to alarm and com- 
fort the heart, to delight and improve the reader. 
I muft defire to read it again. 

I vifited the poor condemned malefaftor, found 
him an ignorant perfon ; aimed chiefly at thefe two 
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grand points, to convince him of the heinoufnefs of 
his fin, and Ihew him the all-fufliciency of the Sa- : 
viour, to obtain pardon even for the very viJeft of 
offenders. To preach and teach Jefus Chrift, is 
our office ; to make the do£trine effectual, God’s 
great prerogative. Nothing more occurs, but that 
I am, &c. 

LETTER XL. 

Dearejl Mr. **, IVeJlon-FaveU, Aug. 8. 1747. 

I Ought to take fhame to myfelf, for fufFering fo 
kind a letter, received from fo valuable a friend, 

to remain fo long unanfwered. Upon no other con- 
fideration, than that of my enfeebled and languilh- 
ing conftitution, can I excufe myfelf, or hope for 
your pardon. My health is continually upon the de- 
cline, and the fprings of life are all relaxing. Mine 
age is departing, and removing from me as a fhep- 
herd’s tent. Medicine is baffled; and my phyfician 
Dr. Stonehoufe, who is a dear friend to his patient, 
and a lover of the Lord jefus, pities, but cannot 
fuccour me. This bleffing, however, together with 
a multitude of others, the divine goodnefs vouch- 
fafes, to gild the gloom of decaying nature, That 
I am racked with no pain, and enjoy the free un- 
difturbed exercife of my underftanding. 

I am much obliged to you for carrying my mef- 
fage to the abbey with fo much fpeed, and convey- 
ing to me with equal difpateh, a fatisfaftory anfwer. 
When you vifit the worthy family again, be pleaf- 
ed, after prefenting my affectionate compliments, 
and moft cordial good wiffies, to inform Mrs. ##*, 
that the piece is fent to the prefs, and after fome 
corrections made in the deciication, addreffed to my 
godfon. It is my humble requeft to him, and my 
earneft prayer to God, that he may regard it, not 



Let. 40. OF LETTERS. *93 
merely as a complimentary form, but as the ferious 
and pathetic advice of his father’s intimate acquaint- 
ance, and his foul’s fincere friend ; who, in all pro- 
bability, will be cut off from every other opportuni- 
ty of fulfilling his facred engagements, and admo- 
nifhing him of whatever a Chriftian ought to know 
and believe to his foul’s health. 

I forgot, whether I told you, that the laft work 
will be divided into two parts ; will be full as large 
as the two firft letters; and therefore the whole 
will be difpofed into two fmall-pocket volumes, on 
a very neat paper, with an elegant type, in duode- 
cimo. But a convenient number of the new efl’ays 
will be printed in the o£tavo fize and chara&er, for 
the fatisfattion of thofe who purchafed the former 
edition, and may poflibly be willing to complete 
their book.—It was a confiderable time, before I 
could think of a title for the lalt pieces, that fuit- 
ed their nature and exprefled their defign. At 
length, I have determined to ftyle them, Contem- 
plations on the night, and Contemplations on the 
ftarry heavens. 

Now I apprehend myfelf to be near the clofe of 
life, and (land, as it were on the brink of the grave, 
with eternity full in my view, perhaps, my dear 
friend would be glad to know my fentiments of 
things in this awful fituation. At fuch a juncture, 
the mind is molt unprejudiced, and the judgement 
not fo liable to be dazzled by the glitter of worldly 
objects. 

I think then, dear Sir, that we are extremely mif- 
taken, and fuftain a mighty lofs in our mod; impor- 
tant interefts, by reading fo much, and praying fo 
little. Was I to enjoy Hezekiah’s grant, and have 
fifteen years added to my life, I would be much 
more frequent in my applications to the throne 
of grace. I have read of a perfon, who was of- 
ten retired and on his knees, was remarkable for 
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his frequency and fervency in devotion ; being aflt- 
ed the reafon of this fo Angular a behaviour, he re- 
plied, Becaufe I am fenfible I muft die. I affure 
you, dear Mr. *#*, I feel the weight of this an- 
fwer, I fee the wifdom of this procedure; and, was 
my fpan to be lengthened, would endeavour always 
to remember the one, and daily to imitate the o- 
ther. 

I think alfo, we fail in our duty, and thwart our 
comfort, by ftudying God’s holy word no more. I 
have, for my part, been too fond of reading every 
thing elegant and valuable, that has been penned in 
our own language; and been particularly charm- 
ed with the hiflorians, orators, and poets of anti- 
quity. But was I to renew my ftudies, I would 
take my leave of thofe accomplilhed trifles. I,would 
refign the delights of modern wit, amufement, and 
eloquence, and devote my attention to the fcrip- 
tures of truth. I would fit with much greater affi* 
duity, at my divine Mailer’s feet, and defire to 
know nothing but Jefus Chrift, and him crucified. 
This wifdom, whofe fruits are peace in life, confo- 
lation in death, and everlalling falvation after 
death ; this I would trace, this I would feek, this 
I would explore, through the fpacious and delight- 
ful fields of the Old and New Teftament. In 
fhort, I would adopt the apoftle’s refolution, and 
give myfelf * to prayer, and to the 
word. 

With regard to my public miniftry, my chief aim 
Ihould be, to beget in my people’s minds a deep 
fenfe of their depraved, guilty, undone condition ; 
and a clear believing convitlion of the all-fufficien- 
cy of Chriil, by his blood, his righteoufnefs, his 
interceflion, and his Spirit, to fave them to the ut- 
termoft. I would always obferve, to labour for 

* Ai!ts vi. 4. 
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them in my clofet, as well as in the pulpit; and 
wreftle in fecret fupplication, as well as to exert my- 
felf in public preaching, for their fpiritual and e- 
ternal welfare. For unlefs God take this work in- 
to his own hand, what mortal is fufficient for thefe 
things ? 

Now, perhaps, if you fat at my right hand, you 
would afk, What is my hope with regard to my fu- 
ture and immortal It ate ? Truly, my hope, my 
whole hope, is even in the Lord Redeemer. Should 
the king of terrors threaten, I 11 y to the wounds of 
the flaughtered Lamb, as the trembling dove to the 
clefts of the rock. Should Satan aecufe, I plead 
the Surety of the covenant, who took my guilt up- 
lon himfelf, and bore my fins in bis own body on 
(the tree. Should the law denounce a curfe, I ap- 
peal to him who hung on the accurfed tree, on 
purpofe that all the nations of the earth might be 
blefled. Should hell open its jaws* and demand its 
prey, I look up to that gracious Being, who fays, 
Deliver him from going down into the* pit, for 1 
have found a ranfom. Should it be faid, No un- 
clean thing can enter into heaven ; my anfwer is, 
The blood of Chrilt cleanfeth from all fin ; though 
my fins be as fcarlet, through this blood they {hall 
be as white as fnow. Should it be added, None 
can fit dov/n at the fupper of the Lamb, without a 
wedding-garment, and your righteoufnelTes, what 
;re they before the pure law, and piercing eye of 
God, but filthy rags? Thefe I renounce, and feck 
0 be found in Chrift Jefus, who is the Lord my 
-ighteoufnefs. It is written in the word that he is 
;o judge the world at the laft day. By his obedi- 
ence fhall many be made righteous. 

So that Jefus, the dear and adorable Jefus, is all 
ny trull. His merits are my Half, when I pafs 
hrough the valley of the lhadow of death. His 

jmerits are my anchor, when I launch into the 
R 
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boundlefs ocean of eternity. His merits are the on- 
ly riches which my poor foul, when ftript of its 
body, defires to carry into the inyifible world. If the 
God of glory pleafes to take notice of any mean en- 
deavours to honour his holy name, it will be infi- 
nite condefcenfion and grace; but his Son, his 
righteous and fufftring Son, is all my hope, and: 
all my falvation. Dear Sir, pray for me, that the 
weaker I grow in body, the ftronger I may become 
in this precious faith. May the choiceft bleffings; 
attend you and yours. A letter would revive 
yours, See. 

P. S. “ Though the days are come upon me, in 
fe which I have reafon to fay of worldly things, 
“ have no pleafure in them ; yet I find a fecret fa- 
“ tisfaftion in this confideration, that to you, my 
“ dear friend, and to others of my candid acquaint-^ 
“ ance, I may be permitted, even when dead, to 
“ fpeak in my little treatifes. May they, when the; 
f< author is gone hence, never to be feen in thofe 
e< regions below, oh ! may they teftify, with fome 
“ fmall degree of efficacy, concerning Jefus, that 
“ juft one; may they fan the flame of love to his: 
“ perfon, and ftrengthen the principle of faith in 
“ his merits !—Once more, dear Sir, adieu.” 

LETTER XLI. 

Dear Sir, Wejhn-Fav'cll, Aug. 2 2. 1747. 

HAving read Dr. Middleton’s introductory dif- ; 
courfe, I hardly know what to think of his 1 

bold aflertion, That all the miracles fuppofed to be 3 
wrought after the apoflolic age, are abfurd and fic- n 
titious. I muft fufpend my opinion concerning : 
this point, till I find it either confirmed by the fi- 
lence, or confuted by the arguments, of the advo- 
Cates for ecclefiaftical antiquity. In the main, I ap- 
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prove of his defign, which is to fettle the proofs of 
our holy religion on the balls of the infpired wri- 
tings, and to deduce its doclrines from the fame 
facred fource. The fcriptures, as our friend H  
beautifully exprefles himfelf, are the armoury of 
God, from whence we may draw weapons of a di- 
vine temper, wherewith to engage all that op- 
pofe the truth, or hold the fame in unrighteouf- 
nefs. 

Does not this ingenious writer bear a little too 
hard upon the religious character, and exemplary 
behaviour, of the primitive fathers ? I cannot but 
think, they had, at lead in this refpedt, a very evi- 
dent fuperiority over mod of their fuccelibrs.—How 
flowing, perfpicucus, and elegant, is the Dodlor’s 
dyle *, and how diff, obfcure, and bombad the lan- 
guage of the archdeacon ! I dare fay, you could 
not forbear fmiling at his,—blazing out mod fadi- 

| dious hypercritics ; reproaching, (not virulently, 
i but) tartly; ladling (not fevereiy, but) fupercili- 
oufly ; and penetrating the very vitals of the dead 
languages. 

If your Matho is not lent out of town, I wi(h you 
would be fo good as to fend for it, and favour me 

i with a fight of it by the bearer. The reafon of my 
■ requeding this is, that Mr. *** informs me by my 
: brother, if he has not the lad piece by the middle 
l of next week, his prefs mud dand dill. And me- 
thinks, I would gladly perufe Matho, before I dif- 
fer my lad efiay to depart.—When can you afford 

. me your converfation for an hour or two, in order 
to examine Mr. **»’s remarks, and bedow the fi- 

, nifliing touches on the piece ? Shall I wait upon 
, you on Monday morning early ?—When this bufi- 
• nefs is difpatched, your book, and my thanks, fljall 

be returned together. Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XLII. 

Dear Sir, WeJlon FaveU^'OB. 31. 1747. 

With thanks, I return Colonel Gardiner’s life. 
The worthy author has prefented me with 

a copy, which, I hope, will ferve to humble and 
animate me, fo long as I live. 

Abernethy on the Divine Attributes, I will foon 
reftore. In the mean-time, (hall I beg the favour l 
of borrowing Pliny’s Natural Iliftory ? 

You remember who is to call upon you (Deo vo- 
lente) on Monday morning. I mult devote the I 
greateft part of this day to prepare my tranflatory . 
quota of Dickfon’s Therapeutica Sacra.—The 
thoughts of our little fociety bring to my mind a 
pleafing circumftance, which I obferved, when we ; 

were at our lalt interview. My very valuable friend 
Dr. S— told a ftory, in which he had occafion to 
refer to fome profane and execrable language. In- 
ftead of defiling his lips with a repetition of the 
hellifii jargon, he was lb truly difcreet, as only to 
mention it under the general title of horrid oaths. 
A delicacy this, which I thought highly becoming 
both the Chriftian and the gentleman. I have fome- 
times taken the freedom to obferve, in the molt re- 
fpeftful manner, upon fome little inadvertencies in 
my worthy friend’s conduit : but now it is with the 
highelt pleafure that I congratulate him, upon a j 
molt amiable piece of religious decorum, introduc- : 

ed into his difcourfe.—I am, &c. 

LETTER XLIII. 

Dear Sir, Wejton-Favell, Dec. 2. 1747’ 

THE furprife which your letter gives me, is in- 
expreffible, and the grief equal. I will haf- I . 
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ten, as foon as poflible, to my worthy and afflifted 
friend. O ! that I could bring with me fome heal- 
ing balm for his wounded heart! It would be no 
fmall alleviation of my own forrows, if I might be 
inftrumetital to make his lefs.—A long-continued 
cold, and an unexpected journey, have unfitted me 
from following your prefcriptions. I am obliged to 
your candour for afcribing my negleCt to thiscaufe, 
and not to any dilregard of your advice 5 for I anj 
perfuaded, 

 Si qua potuifient Pergama dextra 
Defend!, etiam hac defenfa fuiTTent. 

I will flay the mefienger no longer ; and, I hopes 

J fhall not flay long before I fet out myfelf. It is 
owing wholly to an accident, that I do not accom- 
pany the bearer, with a view, and a hope of admi- 
niftering fome confolation to Dr. S*##.—I am# 

Sec. 

LETTER XLIV. 

Dear and worthy Sir, Northampton, Dec. 5. 1747- 

YOU will v/onder to fee a name which you have 
but lately known, at the bottom of this pa- 

per. But how,—oh ! how will you be furprifed, 
how grieved, to read the occafiou ?—t is fo afflict- 
ing, almoft fo infupportable to our valuable friend, 
— that he is unable to give you the narrative ; there- 
fore has committed the oflice (trifle minifterium !) 
to my pen.—And muft I tell you ? can you bear to 
hear it ?—Mrs. S— is dead ; that amiable and ex- 
cellent lady is dead.—She was fafely delivered of a 
daughter the very day on which Dr. S*** wrote to 
you laft 4 was as well as could be expeCted or wifh- 
ed on Sunday morning; and departed this life on 
Tuefday evening.—On Sunday in the evening our 

R 3 . 
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common friend perceived her to be attended with 
fome alarming, and, as he apprehended, fatal fymp- 
toms.—Dr. K— was immediately fent for, who 
gave fome encouragement. On Monday came Dr. 
j— through a very deep fnow, and moft tertible 
weather, but urged by friendlhip and compaflion. 
The moment that fagacious pra£fitioner beheld her, 
he confirmed Dr. S*#*’s firlt fentiments, that the 
cafe was irrecoverable ; and added, that the great 
change was at the very door, and would probably 
take place in twenty-four hours; which came to 
pafs accordingly. 

Your own tender and fenfible heart will natural- 
ly conclude Dr. S*** is fo opprefi'ed with forrow, 
as not to be capable, at prefent, of anfwering his 
molt valued correfpondents : 

Curre leves Icquuntur, ingentes ftupent. 

But he intends, when time has fomewhat alleviated 
his grief, and religion has more reconciled him to 
the awful difpenfation, to make a particular reply 
to the whole of your epiltolary favour. You will, 
1 do not queftion, recommend our diftrelfed friend 
to the Father of mercies, and the God of all com- 
fort. May we all lay this awakening ftroke of Pro~ 
vidcnce to heart, and give all diligence to have our 
fins pardoned through redeeming blood, our fouls 
renewed by fanctifying grace ; that whether we 
live, we may live unto the Lord ; that whether we 
die, we may die unto the Lord; fo that, living or 
dying, we may be the Lord s. 

The fecond edition of my Meditations, with the 
addition of another volume, is at laft publilhed. I 
have given diredlions to my bookfeller, to fend you 
a copy ; and beg of you to accept it, as a fmall, but 
the moft fpeaking and eloquent expreflion I am able 
to form of that great, that growing efteem I have 
conceived for Dr. Swan, ever fmce our firft inter- 
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view at Wefton. Be pleafed, dear Sir, to read it 
with the utmoft, or rather with your own candour ; 
and fometimes dart up a (hort petition for the au- 
thor, that, whatever is the fate of his book, him- 
felf may live over his writings, and be what he de- 
fcribes.—I am, See. 

LETTER XLV. 

Dear Sir, JVeJlon-Favell, 1747. 

MR. H*** delivered your meffage. Upon a 
repeated perufal of your rules and orders, 

I find nothing to add, nor any thing to alter. I 
think it is a finely-calculated fcheme, and feems verv 
likely (srw 0£«) to be produftive of confiderable 
good. 

When the difciples were together, after their Ma- 
fter’s refurre£lion, they had the honour, the com- 
fort, and advantage of his divine prefence. And 
why may not we, when affbeiated on fuch a plan, 
and converfing with fuch views, reafonably hope 
for the fame blefling ? 

I (hall return all your books by the firft opportu- 
nity ; only the firft volume of the Hiftory of the 
Bible, I beg to keep a little longer. The Bible, I 
intend for the future, to make the principal objeft 
of my ftudy. That beautiful and important exhor- 
tation lhall be my ruling dire&ory, O hvyos tv Xp/r# 
&0tKifjil iv vy.iv irkvtri&f. 

Perhaps, Dr. W—11 will be fo obliging as to an- 
fwer my letter. And if fo, I think, it will be pro- 
per to defer writing to Mr. R—n, and fending the 
draught, till I hear the doctor’s fentiments.—1 beg 
of you to accept the cordial compliments, as you 
have always the beft wifhes, and frequently the ear- 
nett prayers of, 

Dear Sir, yours, &c. 



202 A COLLECTION Let. 47. 

LETTER XLVL 

Dear Sir, Weflon-Favell, Dec. 12. 1747. 
THis, I hope will find you perfectly recovered 

from your indifpofition, and thoroughly re- 
conciled to God’s holy will. Afflictions, when ifano 
tified, are real blelfings ; they work humility, and 
wean from the world ; they teach us to pour out, 
not our words only, but our very fouls, before God 
in prayer ; and create an ardent defire after that in- 
heritance in heaven, which is incorruptible and im- 
mortal ; after thofe manfions of peace, where for- 
row and fighing flee away. May this be the effect 
of that awful ftroke, which has made fo deplorable 
a breach on my friend’s domeftic comfort! 

Next week Abernethy will return to your ftudy : 
and I only wifli, that he might bring with him a 
little more of the everlafting and glorious gofpeL 
With my compliments to Mrs.  1 am, &c. 

LETTER XLVIL 

Dear Sir, WeJIon, Dec. 1747. 
I Truly commiferate your variegated calamity; 

and heartily wiflr I could fuggeft any thing, 
which might be the means of adminiftring fome eafe 
to your afflidted mind, and of aflifting you to reap 
ample benefit from your diftrelfed fituation. 

You well know, that all afflictions, of what kind 
foever, proceed from God. I form the light, and 
create darknefs ; I make peace, and create evil : I 
the Lord do all thefe things. (Ifaiah xlv. 7.) They 
fpring not from the dult ; are not the effects of a 
random-chance, but the appointment of an all-wife, 
.all-forefeeing God, who intends them all for the 
good of his creatures.—This, I think, is the funda- 
mental argument for refignation, and the grand 

1 
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fource of comfort. This fhould be our firft re- 
flexion, and our fovereign fupport.—He that gave 
me my being, and gave his own Son for my re- 
demption, he has afligned me this fuffering.—What 
he ordains who is boundlefs love, muft be good : 
what he ordains who is unerring wifdom, muft be 
proper. 

This reconciled Eli to the fevereft doom that ever' 
was denounced.—It is the Lord ; and though griev- 
ous to human nature, much more grievous to pa- 
rental afteXion, yet it is unqueftiorably the beft ; 
therefore I humbly acquiefce, I kifs the awful de- 
cree, and fay from my very foul, Let him do what 
feemethhim good. (iSam.iii. 18.) 

This calmed the forrows of Job, under all his un- 
parallelled diftrefles ; The Lord gave me affluence 
and profperity ; the Lord has taken all away : rapa- 
cious hands and warring elements were only his in- 
ftruments; therefore I fubmit, I adore, I ulefs his 
holy name. 

This confolation fortified the man Chrift Jefus, 
at the approach of his inconceivably bitter agonies ; 
The cup, which, not my implacable enemies, but 
my Father, by their adminiftration, has given me, 
fhail I not drink it ?—It is your Father, dear Sir, 
your heavenly Father, who loves you with an ever- 
lafting love, that has mingled fome gall with your 
portion in life.—Senfible of the beneficent hand, 
from which the vifitation comes, may you always 
bow your head in patient fubmilhon ; and acknow- 
ledge with the excellent but affliXed monarch He- 
zekiah, Good is the word of the Lord concerning 
me,. (2 Kings xx. 19.) 

Ail affliXions are defigned for bleflings ;—to do 
us good at the latter end, however they may crofs 
our defires, or difquiet our minds at prefent.—Hap- 
py (fays the Spirit of infpiration, and not wretched) 
is the man whom God correXeth. (Job v. 17.); 
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and for this reafon, becaufe his merciful chaften- 
ings, though not joyous but grievous, yield the 
peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs unto them that are 
exercifed thereby. (Heb. xii. 11.) God’s ways are 
not as our ways. The children whom we love, we are 
apt to treat with all the foft blandifhments, and 
fond cardies of profufe indulgence; and too, too 
often cocker them to their hurt,' if not to their ruin. 
—But the Father of fpirits is wife in his love, and 
out of kindnefs fevere. Therefore it is laid. Whom 
he loveth he chafteneth, and fcourgeth every fon 
whom he receiveth. (Heb. xii. 6.) Would you 
not, dear Sir, be a child of that everlalting Father, 
whofe favour is better than life ? Affliction is one 
fign of your adoption to this ineltimable relation.— 
Would you not be an “ heir of the inheritance in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away?’' 
—Afflwftion is your path to this blifsful patrimony. 
Through much tribulation we mult enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, (Ads xiv. 22.) Would you 
not be made like your ever-blefled and amiable Re- 
deemer ? He was a man of forrowe, and acquaint- 
ed with grief ? and every difciple muft exped to be 
as his mailer. 

Perhaps, you may think your afflidion peculiarly 
calamitous ; and that if it had been of fome other 
kind, you could more cheerfully fubmit, more eafi- 
ly bear it. But you are in the hands of an all-wife 
Phyfician, who joins to the bowels of infinite love, 
the difeernment of infinite wifdona. He cannot mif- 
take your cafe. He fees into remoteft events ; and 
though he varies his remedies, always preferibes 
with the exadell propriety to every one’s particular 
ftate. Allure yourfelf, therefore, the vifitation 
which he appoints, is the very propereft recipe in 
the difpenfatory of heaven. Any other would have 
been lefs fit to convoy faving health to your immor- 
tal part, and lefs fubfervient to your enjoyment of 
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the temporal bleffings, which may, perhaps, be yet 
in llore for you. 

Should you inquire what benefits accrue from af- 
flictions?—Many and precious.—They tend to wean 
us from the world.—When our paths are Itrewed 
with rofes, when nothing but mufic and odours 
float around, how apt are we to be enamoured with 
our prefent condition, and forget the crown of glo- 
ry, forget Jefus and everlafting ages ?—But afflic- 
tion, with a faithful though harfh voice, roufes 
us from the fweet delufion.—Affliction warns our 
hearts to rife and depart from thefe inferior*de- 
lights, becaufe here is not our reft. True and laft- 
iug joys are not here to be found. The fweeping 

• tempeft, and the beating furge, teach the mariner 
to prize the haven, where undilturbed repofe waits 
his arrival. In like manner, difappointments, vexa- 
tions, anxieties, crofles, teach us to long for tliofe 
happy manfions, where all tears will be wiped away 
from the eyes, (Rev. xxi. 4.); all anguifh banifhed 
from the mind ; and nothing, nothing fubfift, but 
the fulnefs of joy, and pleafures for evermore. 

Afflictions tend to bring ustoChrift.—Chrift has 
unfpeakable and everlafting bleffings to beftow ;— 
fuch as the world can neither give, nor take away ; 
fuch as are fufficient to pour that oil of gladnefs in- 
to our fouls, which will fwim above the waves of 
any earthly tribulation.—But are we not, dear Sir, 
are we not moft unhappily indolent and inattentive 
to thefe bleffings, in the gay hours of an uninter- 
rupted profperity ? It is very obfervable, that fc^rcc 
any made application to our divine Redeemer, in 
the days of his abode with us, but the children of 
affliClion. The fame fpirit of fupinenefs ftill pof- 
feffies mankind. We undervalue, we difregard the 
the Lord Jefus, and the unfpeakable privileges of his 
gofpel, while all proceeds fmoothly, and nothing 
occurs to diicompole the tenor of our tranquility. 
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—But when misfortunes harrafs our circumftances, 
or forrows opprefs our minds ; then we are willing, 
we are glad, we are earneft, to find reft in Chrift. 

In Chrift Jefus there is pardon of fins. Sin is a 
burthen, incomparably forer than any other dif- 
trefs.—Sin would fink us into the depths of eternal 
ruin, and transfix us with the agonies of endlefs de- 
fpair. But Chrift has, at the price of his very life, 
purchafed pardon for all that fly to him. He has 
borne the guilt of their fins in his own body on the 
tree, (1 Pet. ii. 24.) Have they deferred condem- 
nation ? He has fuftained it in their ftead.—Are 
they obnoxious to the wrath of God ? He has en- 
dured it, as their fubftitute ; he has made fatisfoc- 
tion, complete fatisfaction for all their iniquities, 
(Rom. iii. 25, 26.) So that iuftice itfelf, the mofl 
rigorous juftice, can demand no more. Oh ! that 
diltrefles may prompt us to prize this mercy ! may 
incite us to defire ardently this bleflednefs ! then it 
will be good for us to have been affii&ed. (Pfal. 
cxix. 71.) 

Chrilb has obtained for us the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, (Gal. iii. 2.) to fandlify our hearts, and 
renew our natures.—An unrenewed carnal mind, is 
ten thoufand times more to be lamented, more to 
be dreaded, than any external calamities. And no- 
thing can cure us of this moft deadly difeafe, but 
the fanflification of the Spirit. This divine Spirit 
alone is able to put the fear of God in our fouls, 
and awaken the love of God in our hearts, (Jer. 
xxxii. 40.) His influences fuggefl; fuch awful and 
amiable thoughts to our minds, as will be produc- 
tive of thefe Chriftian graces. This facred princi- 
ple fubdues our corruptions, and comforms us to 
our blefl'ed Redeemer’s image.—How is this belt 
gift of heaven difeiteemed by the darlings of the 
world, who have nothing to vex them ? But how 
precious is it, how defirablc, to the heirs of for- 
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row ?—They breathe after it, as the thirfty hart 
panteth for the water-brooks.—They cannot be fa- 
tisfied without its enlightening, purifying, cheering 
communications. This is all their requeft, artd all 
their relief, “ that the Spirit of Chrift may dwell 
in their hearts,” (Rom. viii. 9.); may enable-them 
to poflefs their fouls in patience, (Luke xxi. 19.), 
and derive never-ending good from momentary e- 
vils. Before I clofe thefe lines, permit me to re- 
commend one expedient, which yet is not mine, 
but the advice of an infpired apoflle, If any be af- 
flicted, let him pray.—Dear Sir, fly to God in all 
your adverfity, pour out your complaints before him 
in humble fupplication, and {hew hint your trouble. 
(P£al. exhi. 2.)—When I am in heavinefs, fays a 
holy fufFerer, I will think upon God, (Pfal. Ixi. 2)i 
his omnipotent power, his unbounded goodnefs, 
whofe ear is ever open to receive the cry of the af* 
fl'nfted.-;—When the pfalmift was diflrefled on every 
fide, v/ithout were fightings, within were fears, 
the throne of grace was the place of his refuge ; I 
give myfelf to prayer, (Pfal. cix. 3.), was his de- 
claration—This method, we read, Hannah took, 
and you cannot but remember the happy ilTue, (x 

I Sam. i. 10.) Let me intreat you to imitate thefe 
I excellent examples; frequently bend your knees, and 

more frequently lift up your heart, to the Father 
of mercies, and God of all confolation ; not doubt- 
ing, but that through the merits of his dear Son, 
through the intergeffion of your compalfionate 
High Prieft, he will hear your petitions, will com- 
fort you under all your tribulations, and make 
them all work together for your infinite and eternal 
good. 

In the mean time, I {hall not ceafe to pray, that 
the God of all power and grace may vouchfafe 
to blefs these considerations, and render 
them as balm to your aching heart, and as food to 

S 
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the divine life in your mind. I am, dear Sir, with 
much efteem, compaflion, and refpedf. 

Your very fmcere wellwifher, See. 

LETTER XLVI1I. 

My dear Friend, IFtjlon-Favt ll, Dec. 5. 1747. 

I Allure you, I am extremely concerned for the 
death of your moft excellent wife, as indeed, 

iwtewi I think {he has left few equals behind her. 
—u Take her all in all, I lhall never fee her like a- 
“ gain.” *—But, my dear friend, you muft not 
give way to exceffive forrow.—All proper allow- 
ances I tenderly do and ought to make, as fuch 
will be made both by God and man : but yet our 
forrows mull not be immoderate, or inconfiftent 
with the will of God, and relignation to his pro- 
vidence.—Give me leave to prefent you with, and 
recommend to you, on this melancholy occalion, 
a repeated perufal of Dr. Grofvenor’s Mourner, or 
the Affiiifled relieved.—Tis a molt valuable gem ; 
and as ’tis wrote in numbers like the Spoliators, it 
will not weary your attention. I am fure you Hand 
in need of the confolations and helps there fuggeft- 
ed. I am never without fome of thefe little books to 
give away to my acquaintance under affliction, efpe- 
cially for the lofs of dear relations or valuable 
friends. I think, it, for thefe purpofes, one of the 
moll judicious and untverfally ufeful books extant; 
and it -well deferves to be tranHated into the lan- 
guage of every nation where Chriftianity is pro- 
icll’ed. 

Don’t you often recoiled, in this feafon of dif- 
frefs, the difeourfe, the prayers, the amiable, the 
rejoicing, and the heavenly fpirit of our dear friend, 

* S!nkrfpciir’o H'.mlet. 
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who was with us laft month ? BieiTed be God for 
making him fuch a lovely example, and fucli a zeal- 
ous promoter of pure and undefiled religion.—Blef- 
fed be God for promifmg us the fame divine Spirit; 
and giving us the fame glorious hopes, which have 
had fuch a qickening and ennobling'influence on his 
heart.—The rich goodnefs of the Lord exercifed to 
others, fhould encourage our expedfations, ftiould 
ftrengthen our faith.—Let it then, let it be fo.— 
Adieu ! my dear friend !—I will come to you again 
very foon.—In the mean time, I fhall not ceafe to 
pray for you; as I am, with great compaffion and 
great efteem, molt tenderly, molt fmcerely yours, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER XLIX. 

My dear Friend) IVtfton-Favcll, Jan. 12.1748. 

LOth to make your fervant ftay, and loth to 
trefpafs too much upon the patience of our 

family who wait for me, I write in the utmoli 
hurry.—After fo great an opinion as that of the 
judicious Dr. '*'**, I hardly dare venture to deli- 
ver my fentiments; yet I mull confefs myfelf llrong- 
ly inclined to prefer your intended motto. 

Is it a vulgarifm ? Rather the fimplicity of the 
gofpel; accommodated to the loweft capacity, Ant- 
ed to ftrike ordinary readers ; who are the perfons 
moft likely to be imprefled. Or, if it is a vul- 
garifm, let this be for the illiterate, the poetry for 
the polite. 

Is it Puritanical. Be not alhamed of the name. 
They (the Puritans), were the founded: preachers, 
and I believe the trued followers of Jefus Chrid, 
If fuch an imputation is a bugbear, we diall not a<d 
like gallant foldiers of Chrid. Is it not the mod 
important truth in the whole book of God ? ths 
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fureft, eafieft, mofl compendious means of over- 
coming the dread of death ? If fo,—I need not'' 
make the conclufion. 

Will cenfure enfue ? Dear Sir, dread it not, Be 
bold for once to defpife ridicule ; or rather, if it 
muft needs fall upon you, to glory in this :—Dede- 
cus hand indecorum. 

Pardon my freedom- Only juft think on my 
reafons. Rejedl them, and welcome. I fhall be 
glad to be over-ruled for the better. 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER L. 

Dear Sir, nrtjio>i-Faveil, Feb. 4. 1748. 

[Sincerely thank you, for taking the trouble of : 

correcting my marks for Italics.—I am glad you 
did not erafe Mrs. S#**’s name. I aflure you Doc- 
tor, I fhall always efteem it a real honour to be 
reckoned in the number of your friends ; and fhall 
look upon it, as one of the fatisfa&ions accruing 
from my book, that it tells it, in fo pertinent a man- ' 
ner, to the world ; though, with regard to your 
truly-amiable deceafed lady, I fear, it will be an 
inftance of the arrogance of my heart, and a re- 
proach upon the impotence of my pen, or elfe I 
would fay, 
 Si quid mea fcriptula poflunt, 
Nulla dies unquam memori illam eximet.aevo. 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER LI. 

Dear Sir, Weft011-Favell, March, 1748* 
I Am very much obliged for the prefent of your 

franks-, they could never be more wanted, or 
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more welcome.—If you have not fo much as you 
wifh, to relieve the necelTities of the poor, diftri- 
bute from my flock. I am cloiftered up in my 
chamber, and unacquainted with the diftrefi'es of 
my brethren. Lend me therefore your eye to dif- 
cover proper objedts, and your hand to deal about 
my little fund for charity. Do not forbid me to 
fend a guinea, in my next, for this purpofe ; do not 
deny me the pleafure of becoming, through your 
means, an inftrument of fome little comfort to my 
afflidled fellow creatures ; and (what is ti far more, 
endearing confideration) to the friends, the bre- 
thren, the members of him who died for my fins. If 
you have any other friend, to whofe tafte it may be 
agreeable, and in whofe hands ufeful, I will empow- 
er you to make the prefent.—Herewith comes the 
Defcant enlarged. I hope you will be able to read 
it, and not a little to improve it. Can you engage 
Dr. *** to run it over? to grant—poftremum hoc 
munus ? 

I mull write it over again, fo fear not to erafe 
and blot. I have not feen, where or how I can 
handfomely introduce that fine quotation from Mr. 
Dyer’s Ruins of Rome ; but will (till confider it, 
becaufe you defire it.—I am, dear'Sir, yours, &c. 

L E T T T E R LIE 

April) 1748. 

FY, fy upon you, dear Dr. '***.—I had. been en- 
deavouring all the day long to fix my admira- 

tion On that moft exalted, that molt amiable Being, 
who, though poflelled of excellencies which the ve- 
ry angels cpntemplate with rapture and adoration, 
yet humbled himfelf to death, the death of the crofs, 

• :or my friend and me; when your praifes, kind 
. udeed, but alas! pernicioufiy kind, fetched my 
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thoughts from their proper element, and proper ob- 
je£t, to grovel on a creature, and that the meaneft 
of creatures, felf. I could wilh myfelf, on fuch 
occafions, like the deaf adder, which ftoppeth her 
ears, and rafufeth to hear the voice of the charmer, 
•charm he never fo fweetly. Praife is molt enchant- 
ing mufic to the human ear ; fhall I rather fay, mod 
delicious poifon to the human tafte. From ftran- 
gers, or complimentary correfpondents, we muft 
cxpevff a touch upon this firing, a fprinkling of this 
‘fpice. Bitt among friends, bofom friends, Chriftian 
friends, it muft not be fo.—You and I, dear Sir, 
•will teach one another’s hearts to rife in wonder, and 
glow with love, at the confideration of that ever- 
blefled Sovereign, who is higher than the kings of 
the earth, higher than the potentates of heaven, and 
•yet lay in darknefs and the fhadow of death, that 
he might make us the children of -God, and exalt 

■us to everiafting life.—Pardon my excurfions on this 
fubjedl.—A letter from my father is enough to caft 
contempt upon created things. It informs me, that 
my poor filler is reduced very low ; fo low, that 
my father cannot hear her fpeak. He feems to look 
.upon her life to be in very great danger. May the 
Father of compaffion reftore her health; that flu 
anay live to the honour of her dying Mafter, anc 
be a comfort to her afllicted parents !—Glad I am 
-that my dear friend can relifh the writings of tha 
fhining and burning light, Mr. ***. Our dife 
fteem of fuch gofpel-dodtrines as he teaches, ge 
nerally arifes from ignorance of ourfelves. There 
fore 1 heartily join with the Grecian fage, in fa) 
ing, E ccelo defcendit yvafti tnctvjw. 1 am affec 
►donate!y yours, &c. 
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LETTER LIII. 

Dt'ar Sir, UreJlon-FuveH, At ay 26. 1748. 

I Have given directions to my bookfeller to pre- 
fent you with the new edition of my Medita- 

tions; which I defire you to accept, and to look 
upon as a fmallbut unfeigned expreffion of my moft 
affedtionate elteem. The pleafure of your compa- 
ny I cannot ex-pedt often to enjoy; let me, there- 
fore, dear Sir, by means of my little treatife, con- 
verfe with you now and then, as it were by proxy 
•with a view of familiarizing to our minds thofe fub- 
lime fubjects, which will be the ftudy and the de- 
•light of a glorious eternity. 

Another fet I have fent for Mr. **# ; which I beg 
of you to render acceptable, by prefenting. That 
worthy minifter Hands intitled to my grateful ac- 
knowledgments, for his judicious and excellent let- 
ter. How much I was pleafed with it, and how free 
I have made with it, he will fee from the motto, 
prefixed to the Winter-Piece. His candid and 
weighty obfervations have induced me to alter the 
exceptionable paflage in the book ; and will, I hope ; 
incite me to cultivate in my heart that amiable fpirit 
of charity, which hopeth all things. 

What I accidentally hinted to Dr. ###, who fa- 
voured me with a fight of Mrs. ***’s letter, I ne- 
ver imagined, would have been communicated to 
her, or any perfon living. Had I fufpedfed any 
fuch confequence, I fhould certainly have withheld 
my pen, and concealed what I might happen to 
think; 'becaufe I neither relifh controverfy, nor 
have ftrength of mind, or folidity of judgment, fuf- 
ficient to condudl the procedure of an argument. 
All my aim, all my defire, is, to quicken in my 
•own heart the feeds of practical faith, and vital ho- 
dinefs. If to this, I might be enabled to cherifh the 
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fame facred principles, in the hearts of fome of my 
ferious and humble acquaintance, I fhould wilh for 
no other fruits of my labours.—However, as Mrs. 
*#*’s objections are advanced, and are now before 
me, it would be a failure of refpedl to her, and a 
defection of my divine Mailer’s honour, if I did not 
attempt, at leali, to fatisfy her fcruples, and vindi- 
cate his conduct. I fhall, therefore, with all free- 
dom, but with fincere good-will, tranfmit my fen- 
timents on every article of her letter. 

And firft.—with regard to the little afliftance 
which I have contributed, and which Mrs. *** 
thinks worthy of her acknowledgments ; I beg of 
her to obferve, that it is owing, wholly owing, to 
her adored Redeemer. To him, to him alone, fhe 
is obliged (if there be an obligation in the cafe) for 
this friendly donation. He has been pleafed to 
command this inftan.ee of my gratitude, for his un- 
fpeakably tender mercies to my foul. He has been 
pleafed to declare, that he will look upon fucli a 
piece of kindnefs as done to his own moft bleflcd 
ielf. This makes me, this makes all believers, glad to 
embrace every fuch occafion, of (hewing our thank- 
fulnefs to our infinitely-condefcending, gracious 
Lord.—The aeftion, which Mrs. —’s grateful pen 
calls generous, does not arife, as (he exprelTes it, 
from any innate noblenefs of mind. I remember the 
time, when this heart was as hard as the flint, and 
thefe hands tenacious even to avarice. Hut it is Je- 
fus, the quickening Spirit, and the lover of fouls, 
who has made your friend to differ from his natu- 
ral felf. If the flinty bowels are melted into com- 
paflion, they are melted by a believing confidera- 
tion of his moft precious blood. If the avaricious 
hands are opened, and made ready to diftributc, 
willing to communicate, they are made to by the 
free grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Therefore not 
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unto me, not unto me, but unto the great and good 
Redeemer, are all the returns of gratitude due. 

“ It is utterly inconfiftent,” fays Mrs. — ; “ with 
my way of thinking, that the Son of God fhonld be 
prefeut at a wedding at all,”—But why fhould it be 
th0 3Jit utterly, why in any degree, inconfiftent 
w ' is dignity or wifdom, to be prefent atthefo- 
lemnization of an ordinance, which he himfelf infti- 
tuted ; inftituted in the ftate of innocency itfelf ; in- 
ftituted, for promoting the happinefs of our nature, 
and for perpetuating, with regularity and purity, its 
very exiftence ?—if our Lord opened his commif- 
fion, and fire wed his divine credentials at a bridal- 
feftivity, it was, in my humble opinion, with a very 
peculiar propriety. Becaufe it was a fignificant in- 
timation of the benign and amiable genius of his 
religion, that he came, rtot in the auftere and re- 
clufe fpirit of the Baptift ; came not to forbid, but 
to famftify, the lawful and truly valuable comforts 
of our prefent being.—If Mrs. — pleafes to con- 
fult the office of matrimony, as it is celebrated by 
our church, {he will find a fubftantial reafon affign- 
ed for our Saviour’s gracing this folemnity with his 
prefence, and working his firft miracle on this oc- 
cafion. And the more attentively (he reads the 
fcriptures, (lie will find, in various places, how the 
Son of God delights to honour this facred inftitu- 
tion : fince he calls himfelf the Bridegroom of true 
believers; and declares, that he will betroth them 
to himfelf in righteoufnefs 1 fince he fhadows forth 
their fpiritual union, with his blefied felf, by that 
moft endearing, moft indiffoluble of ties, the nup- 
tial ; and figures out the latisfadtion refulting from 
his gofpel, and even the fublime enjoyments of his 
heavenly kingdom, by a marriage-feaft. When 
thefe things are taken into confideration, I hope, it 
will appear,that our holy Redeemer afted entirely in 
character, and conformably to the whole tenor of 
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his revelation, by ennobling, by bldling, the matri- 
monial feftival with his prefence. 

But “ fuch a fort of feafl is in general a fcene of 
revelling.”—It is, I mud acknowledge, too fre- 
quently fo in our nation, and in our age. But was 
it alfo a fcene of revelling, offenfive to modelly, or 
contrary to fobriety, in earlier times, and among 
the Jewilh people ? There feems to be a hint in 
this very narrative, that they wer? particularly care- 
ful to prevent all manner of indecency, or dilfolute 
indulgence- For this reafon, they appointed a go- 
vernor of the feaft j a principal part of whofe of- 
fice was, to fee that no irregularities were commit- 
ted ; but that all was conduced with decorum, as 
well as ceconomy.—-Befides, if fome of thofe fefti- 
vities are perverted, will it follow, that all are a- 
bufed ? Might not there be fome ferious fet of 
neighbours, who knew how to be merry after a 
godly fort, and fulfil the old Mofaical rule of re- 
joicing before the Lord their God ? I myfelf have 
been prefent at the celebration of a wedding be- 
tween Chriftian parties, and among Chriftian friends, 
where heavenly converfation, and joyful thankfgiv- 
ing to the adorable Author of all our comforts, 
made the chief and the choiceft part of our enter- 
tainment.—And is there not very evident caufe to 
fuppofe, that the nuptials in queflion were con- 
fummated between perfons of fuch a charadler ? The 
holy Jefus, his devout mother, and ferious difci- 
ples, would fcarcely have been invited, or would 
hardly have accepted the invitation, if it was an ir- 
religious couple, or a wanton aflembly of guefts. 

But “ in. fuch a mixed multitude, it is hardly 
fuppofable, that all Ihould be ferious in their difpo- 
fitions, or innocent in their converfation.”—Would 1 
not then the prefence of fo venerable and divine a 
perfon ftrike an awe upon the mold loofe inclina- 
tion ? Could not his eternal power and Godhead 
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controul the mod abandoned temper, and ungovern- 
able tongue ? He that intimidated the facrilegious 
rabble, when they profaned the temple, and drove 
them before his fingle fcourge ■, he that {truck pro- 
ftrate to the ground a whole band of armed men, 
only with his word 5 he who had all hearts in his 
hand, and could turn them whitherfoever he pleaf- 
ed;—he would, doubtlefs, prohibit, at this junc- 
ture, whatever might carry the appearance of an 
immodelt or intemperate freedom. So that Mrs.— 
need not queftion, but that, if any of the company 
was difiblutely difpofed, the authority of our Lord’s 
character, and much more the agency of his Spirit 
on their minds, did mod effectually redrain all li- 
centioufnefs. 

“ One would think,” it is farther obferved, “ he 
might have improved fome occurrence or other, to 
their information and advantage.”—That this was 
not done, is taken for granted ; I fuppofe, becaufe 
the evangelid does not exprefly record it. But is 
this a fair deduction, or a fatisfadtory reafon ? Are 
there not many mighty works, which Jefus per- 
formed, many edifying conferences, which Jefus 
held, profefiedly omitted by the infpired penman ? 
—Was not our Lord’s tongue a fountain of wifdom, 
ever flowing ; and a well of life, never exhaulted ? 
When did that good Shepherd let flip an opportu- 
nity of feeding the flock ? He went to feads, in 
the fame fpirit, and for the fame purpofe, as he 
came into the world ; to turn poor mankind from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan un- 
to God. The fun might as well forbear {Inning, 
as the Sun of righteoufnefs negledi t o diffufe heal- 
ing rays, and heavenly knowledge all around.— 
God’s great defign, in fending his Son into the 
world, was, that ignorant and finful men might be 
reclaimed from the error of their ways, and be 
made wife unto falvation. And our Saviour fo- 
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lemnly declares, that he always did the will of him 
that fent him. If therefore this declaration be true, 
and if our Lord’s conduct was uniform, we cannot 
but conclude, that at Cana, as well as throughout 
all Galilee, his mouth was exercifed in wifdom, and 
his tongue talking of judgment: that the ■words, 
which dropped from his gracious, his inftrudlive 
lips, were much fweeter than the richeft dainties 
which the table yielded'; much more reviving than 
even that generous wine, produced by a miracle, 
which his divine power, on this diftinguilhed occa- 
fion, wrought.—This reminds me of another ob- 
jeftion, couched in the following words. 

“ It is harder yet to reconcile his behaviour when 
there.—To increafe the wine, when the guefts had 
well drunk, could tend to no other end, than to 
promote and encourage intemperance.”—Perhaps 
Mrs. — does not fufficiently attend to the narra- 
tion of the evangelift. I do not find it afierted, 
that thefe guefts had well drunk. The exprefiion 

"is ufed, but applied to other perfons, and the cuf- 
tom ufual at other ceremonies of this nature. I 
once was acquainted with a worthy gentleman, who 
frequently invited to his table the young perfons of 
his neighbourhood ^ and would take a pleafure in 
cultivating, by his difeourfe, the principles of fo- 
briety, induftry, and piety, in their minds. Now, 
in cafe he had faid, after fupper was removed, 11 I 
know very well, my honeft neighbours, it is cuf- 
tomary with fome perfons of fortune, to pleafe and 
to pride themfelves in making their vifitants drunk. 
They pufli the glafs brilkly round, and prefs one 
bumper upon another, till they fend their guefts 
daggering to bed.” But—now would any one irf- 
fer, from fuch a remark on the praftice of others, 
that this was alfo the pra£Hce of my friend’s houfe ? 
To form any conclufion injurious to the fobriety of 
thofc guefts, feems to be much the fame illogical 
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and unreafonable arguing.—But, fuppofing the ex- 
preflion applied to the guefts then prefent; what is 
its fignification ? The original word fometimes fig- 
nifies no more than to drink with fo moderate an 
indulgence, as innocently to exhilarate thq fpirits. 
It is ufed concerning Jofeph’s brethren, when they 
were treated in his palace, and had portions fcnt 
from his table, Gen. xliii. 34. Now, can any one, 

'who is at all acquainted with the charafter of that 
•.exemplary patriarch, imagine that he would per- 
mit his brethren, in his own prefence, to tranf- 
grefs the rules of temperance ? Much lefs can any 
one, who really believes in Jefus, and ferioufly con- 
fiders the defign of his coming into the world, al- 
low himfelf to fufpetl:, that he would furnilh frefh 
wine for thofe, who (in the obnoxious fenfe of the 

.word) had well drank already. Could he, who is 
1 our fandtification, the Lord our purifier, adminif- 
: ter to our inordinate gratifications ? 

“ Yes,” fays Mrs. —, “ becaufe this increafe 
of tire wine could tend to no other end, than to 

1 promote and encourage intemperance.”—Mrs. — 
' pofiibly forgets, that the Jewilh feftivals were 
prolonged for ieveral days; that a frefh fuccef- 
fion of guefts might be expefted; that very pro- 
bably, a much greater refort of company than was 
provided for, might be occafioned by our Lord’s il- 
luftrious prefence ; that the miraculous fupply might 
be intended for their accommodation ; or, that it 
might not be all fpent on that occafion, but referv- 

i ed for the future accommodation of the married 
; couple. * We read, John xxi. that the difciples 
; took, at one call, a vaft multitude of great fiihes. 

* Many commentators are of opinion, tliat the water was 
not turned into wine in the water-pots, hut as it ran into the 
cup, and the liquor in the water-potr remained water ftill. If 

■ ' fo> (which interpretation, without the lead fore j. the text will 
well bear,) the lady’s objection will appear to have lefs (trcimli 

T 
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But did they eat them all immediately ? Then they 
would have been gluttons indeed. They ufed for- 
themfelves what was necefl'ary to fatisfy their hun- 
ger, and fold the remainder, to procure a livelihood. 
And why Ihouid we not conclude, that the bride- 
groom alfo, after a cheerful, but temperate refn Ih- 
ment of his vifitants, preferved the remainder of 
that fine wine for future exigencies ? This I take 
to be the cafe ; and that cur divine Mailer, bv this 
means, rewarded him for his hofpitality to himfelf 
and his followers. At the fame time, giving a moll 
confpicuous proof, that, as he and his difciples were 
henceforth to have neither ftore-houfe, nor barn, 
but to fubfift on the charity of others, none fliould 
be lofers by entertaining him and his friends ; that ; 

every fuch kindnefs fhould meet with a full recom- f 
pence of reward. 

“ I muft not omit the rough anfwer which he f 
makes to his mother upon this occafion; which, I | 
think, (lands in need of an excufe, though we find F 
none in the cvangelift for it.”—I do not wonder, ‘ 
that Mrs. — is fomewhat offended at this expref- > 
fion. She is a lady of refined fade, and delicate f- 
addrefs j and as ihe is not acquainted with the ori- 
ginal language, nor aware how the phrafe founded' 1 

in oriental ears, her remark is not to be looked up- 1 

on as a cenforious refletftion, but as a proof of the 
politenefs of her own fentiments. However, when 
Ihe has an opportunity of confulting the ancient 
writers, flic will find that their language had lefsof j 
compliment, and more of fincerity than ours. It 
was fo plain and artiefs, that peridns of the beft 
breeding have addrefled ladies of the higheft quali- K 
ty by this very name ; and without intending any iJ 
(light, or giving the lead affront.—She may remem- ■ 
her, that the eleven brethren, when pleading beforeir 
the governor of Egypt, pleading for their liberties,# 
or even their very lives; when, if ever, their cx-|| 
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preflions would be moft carefully guarded, and full 
of the utmofl: reverence, yet ufe this (to modern 
ears) uncourtly ftyle, the man ; meaning the vice- 
roy himfelf, Gen. xliv. 26.—Surely, Mrs. •— can- 
tot forget, that our Lord, in his lall moments, calls 
ris mother by the very fame appellation. Much lefs 
;an {he fufpe&, that he couhl be wanting in refpedh 
md tendernefs, when his concern for the parent of 
tis fleflr triumphed over the agonies of the crofs. 

Perhaps the fubilance of the reply maybe thought 
, bmevvhat unkind. I believe, it {hould be tranflat- 
, :d. Woman, what haft thou to do with me ? i. e. 

■ n fuch inftances as this, wherein my Deity is eon- 
:erned, and an interpofition of my omnipotence is 

i equifite. I would have thee takncw, once for all, 
lhat, in affairs of this nature, thou haft no autho- 
ity over me, neither does it become thee to dire<fb 

:ne.—She was overforward ; fhe took too mucli up- 
>n her ; and the anfwer was intended for a plain 

und ferious rebuke. Accordingly, the humble mo- 
ther, like one fenfible of her mifconducl:, acquief- 
• es with blent fubmitlion, and never offers (through- 
>ut the whole courfe of the hiftory) to interfere in 

luch a manner any more ; but leaves it to his wif- 
fom to determine, both when his divine power 
Jiould be exerted, and what it {hould effe<ft. 
; “ I do not know how it happens,” fays Mrs. — 

; but the more nearly I examine matters of faith, 
: the further I am from affenting to them.” Will it 

; e acceptable to my dear friend’s —, or will it be 
. ifguftful, if I attempt to tell her, how this in ge- 

era!, happens ? She feems to be poffeffed of great 
igenuity of temper, and equal penetration of 
iiud ; therefore I cannot think {he will take amifs, 
drat I only offer to her impartial confideration, 
without any application to herfelf.—It happens, be- 
aufe people are unrenewed by the fandbifying in- 
(uences of divine grace. This is not my precarious 
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conjefture, but the infallible declaration of the great 
Searcher of hearts. The carnal man, fays the Wif- 
dom of heaven, receiveth not the things of the Spi- 
rit of God ; for they are foolilhnefs unto him : nei- 
ther can he know them, becaufe they are fpiritually 
difcerned. This was the cafe with Nicodemus. 
Our Lord’s difcourfe was a riddle, was quite unin- 
telligible to him, becaufe he was not born of the 
Spirit, had not experienced that facred change on 
his heart.—Sometimes it happens becaufe perfcns 
are wife in their own eyes ; depending more upon 
the fagacity of their own judgement, than upon the 
enlightening grace of God. 1 thank thee, O Father, 
fays our blefied Redeemer, that whereas thou haft 
hid thefe things from (fuffered them to ly hid, to 
efcape the difcernment of) the wife and prudent; 
thou haft revealed them unto babes. But who are 
they that are wife in their own conceits ? I anfwer, 
they who ftudy much, but pray little ; who are of- 
ten at their defk, but feldom at their knees; often 
exercife their minds in contemplations, but feldom 
lift up their hearts in earneft fupplications to the 
Father of lights.—But I muft not enlarge. I (hall 
be unfufferably tedious. I muft cordially commife- 
rate Mrs. —s afflicted condition. I beg of her to 
be more frequent, more importunate in her devout 
addreffes to the gracious God. This is proper, pe- 
culiarly proper for her dillreffed circumftances. If 
any be afflicted, let him pray, is a recipe preferr- 
ed from heaven ; but more efpecially needful, for 
the unfettled ftate of her mind. For let me fay, and 
let it not be looked upon as an unfriendly faying, I 
cannot but fear, that foul is fadly unfettled, far 
from being fixed on that Rock of ages, that only 
Foundation Jefus Chrift, who can fuppofe the blef- 
fed Redeemer chargeable with fuch great indecen- 
cies of fpeech, and ftill grofler improprieties of con- 
du£h Can a mind, which admits fuch unworthjr 
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apprehenfions of the great Immanuel, rely on him 

$ as its all-fatisfying atonement, its complete righte- 
10 oufnefs, as the only anchor of its final, eternal 
)f hopes ?—May the God of all goodnefs reveal his 
& dear Son in her heart, and in mine ; that to us it 
nr. may be given to know the myftery of his gofpel; 
d:that we may fee it to be the wifdom of God, and 
tifeel it to be the power of God to our falvation. You 
ij) will, I dare fay, heartily join your Amen to this 
11 important requeft.—If any frelh difficulties are 
Slftarted, I beg leave to decline the province of at- 
iptempting their folution ; and would remit all future 
limquiries to the much clearer judgement, and abler 
3<pen, of our valuable friend Mr. —-. —Dear Sir, 
:itpar(k>n my prolixity; pray for my little piece and 
■flits author; and affure yourfelf of a willing and 
s.hearty return of .this kindnefs, from Yonr tru- 
»Jy, &c. 

LETTER LIV. 

IVeJlon-Favell, May, 1748. 
|T' Send my dear friend the letter, which by his 
IjL mitigation I write. I fend it this night, that 
if he difcerns any thing in it very improper, it may 

ebe returned by the bearer, and the needful altera- 
itions made.—Methinks, it gives a perfon a talte- 

ul fatisfadtion to find favour with judicious and ex- 
cellent men. What a tranfport of delight muft it 
:reate, to meet with the acceptance of the great 
udge, the eternal King, the fountai:, of all per- 

reftion ? To be admitted into his immediate pre- 
sence ;—to be favoured with the brighteft mani- 
ieftations of his divine attributes;—to love him 

ith all our fouls, and to be infinitely more belov- 
al by him ;—to be conformed to his glorious, his 
moft amiable image, and fo much the more, as ages 
rn an endlefs fucceffion roll on ages ;—this is life. 
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—this is bldTednefs,—this is heaven. And this life 
is in his Son ;—this bleflednefs is purchafed for us 
finnners by the obedience of Chrift ;—to this hea- 
ven Chrift is the way,—the door,—the paiTport. 
O ! let us not doubt, but he will make us meet by 
his Spirit, for the inheritance which he has obtain- 
ed by his blood. 

Ever yours, &c. 

LETTER LV. 

My very dear Friend, Wejhm-Favell, Aug. 18. 1748. 

I Received your letter, full of tendernefs, and 
full of piety, laft night. The very firft thing I 

apply myfelf to, this morning, is to acknowledge 
your favour, and confefs my own pegligence.—But 
your affe&ionate heart will pity, rather than blame 
me, when I inform you, that a relapfe into the dif- 
order, of which I was never thoroughly cured, has 
brought me very low. Infomuch that I am unable, 
either to difeharge the duties of life, or to anfwer 
the demands of friendfhig. I have not been capa- 
ble x>f preaching, for feveral Sundays. Pyrmont 
water, affes milk, and fuch kind of reltoratives, I 
try, but try in vain.—A great while ago, I had be- 
gun a very long letter to my ever-efteemed Mr. — 
In this I propofed candidly to reprefent the reafons 
of my belief, with regard to the imal perfeverance 
of the true believer. But weaknefs of fpirits, and 
its never-fa’Vng concomitant, imbecility of thought, 
obliged me to defift. In the new edition of my Me- 
ditations, a note is added on this fubjedf, declaring, - 
That I am far from maintaining it, as efiential to 
Chriftianity, or neceffary to falvation, &c.—Where 
I fay, What infidels are we in fa£t ? my meaning is, 
that we are all, in fome meafure, chargeable with 
pradlical infidelity; as we are all in fome degree 
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carnal, in fome degree finful, while we continue in 
this mortal body. Confidering the infinite veracity, 
and unchangeable faithfulnefs of the blefied God, 
the moll exalted faints have too much caufe to la- 
ment their deficiency in point of faith, and ever- 
more to cry out, Lord, help our unbelief ! 

An humble, well-grounded affurance of our re- 
conciliation to God, is an unfpeakably-precious 
blefling. It is what all fhould feek, and many have 
attained. A gentleman told me, a few days ago. 
That though he was often folicited to fin, often de- 
filed with corruption, yet he had no manner of 
doubt co.nceming his everlailing falvation, for thefe 
twenty years. On trying occafions, that feemed 
to endanger his final happinefs, he fled, I prefume, 
to the fountain opened for fin and uncleannefs. He 
viewed, by faith, the infinite, (O ! tranfporting 
truth !) the infinite fatisfaftion, made by the bleed- 
ing Immanuel; and could not but confide, that a 
divine expiation was more powerful to fave, than 
all pafb fins or prefent infirmities to deftroy. This 
is the white ftone of which Job was happily pof- 
fefled ; I know that my Redeemer liveth ; and this 
fweet confidence fupported him under all his tri- 
bulations. This is that earnefl: of the Spirit in our 
hearts, of which St. Paul makes mention, and with 
which he was endued : We know, that if our earth- 
ly houfe of this tabernacle be diflblved, we have a 
building of God, an houfe not made with hands e- 
ternal in the heavens. - And in the full aTfurance 
of this bleffed hope, may you, my dear friend, be 
every day more and more eftablifhed, {Lengthened, 
fettled ! 

If, at any time, I am favoured with this heaven- 
ly gift, it is derived from fuch comfortable ferip- 
tures ; The Son of the Moft High came into the 
world, to fave finners: He died, the juft for the 
unjuft: He poured out his foul for tranfgreflbrs. 
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And fince you and I know ourfelves ta be Tinners, 
unjuft, tranfgreftbrs, why fhould we not take to 
ourfelves the comfort here offered for our accept- 
ance ? why flrould we not make ufe of the privi- 
lege, here configned over to our enjoyment, and 
claim the legacy, in thefe claufes of our dying Maf- 
ter’s teftament, moft evidently bequeathed to our 
fouls ? To found our expectations on this bottom, 
will be a means both of humbling and exalting us; 
of filling us with fhame, and filling us with hope ; 
that we may abhor ourfelves, and yet rejoice in God 
our Saviour.—Many build their hopes upon their 
religious duties, and righteous deeds ; fuch a build- 
ing muft unavoidably be fliaken by every tempta- 
tion, and fapped by every working of corruption. 
Thefe are, in no wife, the foundation, but evi- 
dences rather that we are fixed on it. For my part, 
when I can exercife a grace, or perform a duty, 
that is debafed by no imperfection, mingled with 
no corruption, then I will truft on felf-righteouf- 
nefs. But till then, I muft be very unreafonable, 
if I do not rely on my illuftrious Surety ; fly to the 
ark of his wounds, and make mention of his righte- 
oufnefs only. This is all-fufficient; and never, ne- 
ver faileth thofe that truft in it. 

You are not ignorant of my fentiments, with re- 
gard to our diffenting brethren. Are we not'all 
devoted to the fame fupreme Lord ? Dq we not all 
rely on the merits of the fame glorious Redeemer ? 
By profeffmg the fame faith, the fame doClrine 
which is according to godlinefs, we are incorpo- 
rated into the fame myftical body. And how ftrange, 
how unnatural would it be, if the head fhould be 
averfe to the breaft, or the hands inveterately pre- 
judiced againft the feet, only becaufe the one is ha- 
bited fomewhat differently from the other ? Though 
I am fteady in my attachment to the eftablifhed 
church, I would have a right hand of fellowfhip. 
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and a heart of love, ever ready, ever open, for all 
the upright evangelical diffenters.—I thank you 
for the news you fent; it is impoflible for me to 
pay in kind.—Make my molt refpeftful compli- 
ments acceptable to worthy Mr. —. I had agreed 
to wait upon him, when I was in town ; but my 
brother’s illnefs growing worfe, and foon proving 
fatal, deprived me of this pleafure, and fent me 
home to attend his corpfe with forrow to the 
grave.—I hope, you will be pleafed with Archbif- 
hop Leighton’s works; and I heartily pray, that 
they may be abundantly blefl'ed to both our fouls. 
—1 tincerely commiferate poor Mifs D—’s cafe. 
Defpair is indeed a fiery dart of the devil; but, 
blefled be fovereign goodnefs, there is a remedy a- 
gainft this malady. The Ifraelites, though wound- 
ed by the deadly ferpents, looked to the brazen type 
hung upon the pole, and found a certain cure. 
And though we are Hung by a fenfe of guilt, and 
almoft perilhing in extreme defpondency; yet let 
us turn our eye to him, who was lifted up on the 
crofs, and we (hall be whole. He, who was gafh- 
ed with wounds, and covered with blood ; was 
pierced with irons, and fiabbed to the heart ; he is 
our medicine, our recovery, our life. By his ftripes 
we are healed. O ! let us look unto him,—from 
the depths of diftrefs, as well as from the ends of 
the earth, look unto him, and be faved.—My pa- 
per admonifhes me to have done j but I cannot 
conclude, without affuring you, that I love you 
moft afieflionately;—fo long as life and under* 
ftanding laft, (hall pray for you among my choiceft 
friends;—and hope, when this tranfitory fcene of 
things is at an end, to be, in bonds of nobler frlend- 
fhip, and tenderer endearment, 

Ever, ever yours, &c. 
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LETTER LVI. 

IVeJIon-Favell, June 3. 1749. 

SO, my dear Sir, the phyficians upon the whole 
have given your friend no great hopes of a 

cure.—The apothecary’s fhop,. the afles dugs, and 
the mineral waters may, they apprehend, palliate 
the diforder ; but that even a palliation, it feems, is 
not to be expecled, without keeping the mind quiet 
and cheerful;—and that this important end may 
moll efl’eflually be anfwered, the dodlors have re- 
commended diverfions, travelling, and company; 
giving a caution at the fame time, I am told, againll 
retirement, fo much praying, and poring over reli- 
gious books. 

Now, if cheerfulnefs be the grand, the funda- 
mental, the only recipe adequate even to the miti- 
gation <5f this difeafe, I may venture to aflert, that 
fuch recipe is to be found—(poflibly what I declare 
may be wondered at •, but I aver it is to be found) 
in the Bible.—It may be feen wrote at length, and 
it well deferves confideration, in Prov. xvii. 22. ‘ A 
‘ merry heart doth good like a medicine: butabro- 
* ken fpirit drieth the bones.’ 

That a fatisfied,' a ferene, a cheerful ftate of 
mind, will in this cafe be more beneficial than all 
manner of reftoratives for decayed nature, or cor- 
dials for the finking fpirits, I can eafily believe; 
nay, I am farther convinced, that whatever can be 
contrived by the moft folicitous care of the phyfici- 
ans, will probably be rendered ineffectual, without 
this prime preparative, this moft fovereign prelcript. 
—It is indifpenfibly neceff’ary, that all polfible en- 
deavours (hould be exerted to have the thoughts 
calm, placid, and eafy.—Every thing muft be fa- 
crificed to this moft defirable end.—Nothing can 
be more pernicious, in fuch circumftances, than 
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the contrary fituation of mind.—But here will a- 
rife a queftion, How this inward tranquillity may 
moft eafily be attained, and moft furely eftablifhed ? 
By company, by travelling, by diverlions, the doc- 
tors and fome others will reply.—I am far, very 
far from being an enemy to diverfions, when pro- 
perly chofen, and ufed with moderation. Travel- 
ling may beguile the fenfe of wo, and palliate for a 
while the malady. Company, when cheerful and 
improving, is an excellent fource of comfort: when 
innocent only and entertaining, is of fome prefent 
fervice, and ought to be allowed (at intervals) ad- 
mittance. But thefe wdll no more reach the cafe 
now under conlideration,—are no more able'to 
create a fettled tranquility in the breaft, than the 
gentle morions of a fan are fullicient to impel a wind- 
bound fleet. If they ingrofs our time, and leave 
no leifure for nobler methods of confolation, they 
will certainly prove like heavy, louring clouds, and, 
inftead of diffufing, will intercept the rays ofheart- 
felt fatisfacfion. But what, may it be alked, would 
I fubftitute inftead of thefe expedients?—I would 
beg leave (unpolite as it may feem, and in a man- 
ner exploded) to recommend prayer to God, and 
the daily reading of the fcriptures. If kind and 
friendly converfation be judged proper, why Ihould 
prayer be difapproved ?—Prayer is an humble,,but 
delightful intercourfe, with the beft, the greateft, 
the everlafting friend.—And has any earthly friend 
exercifed more loving-kindnefs? is any earthly friend 
more able to adminifter relief, than the blefled 
God ? If there be fuch friends, let them be our 
whole dependence, and let omnipotent goodnefs be 
fecluded from any regard. 

God has fo loved usj that he gave his own Son, 
dearer to himfelf than angels, and all worlds, *0 
die for our falvation. Rather than we Ihould pe- 
rilh for ever, he fent his infinitely-glorious Son to 
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take upon him our nature, and fuffer the unknown 
agonies of crucifixion.—To fhew his readinefs to 
fuccour us in any diftrefs, he ftyles himfelf the Fa- 
ther of mercies, and God (not of fome, but) of all 
comfort, (2 Cor. i. 3.)—And where is the perfon, 
from whom we may more reafonably expeet to re- 
ceive tender and compafiionate fuccours, than from 
this all-gracious God ? —Is he not as powerful as 
he is gracious ?—What Jobfaid of his companions, 
is, in a degree, true of every human aid : Impotent 
and miferable comforters are ye all.—But the God 
of heaven is able to give longs in the night of dif- 
trefs ; to make the bones, that forrow and anguilh 
have broken, to rejoice. If he fpeak peace, who 
Ihall caufe difquietude, or what {hall deftroy our 
tranquillity ?—Indeed if we apply for comfort to any 
thing lower than heaven, or by any fuch means as 
exclude frequent prayer, we negleff the fountain 
of living waters and hew to ourfelves cifterns, bro- 
ken cifterns, that can hold no water. The fcrip- 
tures (and believe me, as I fpeak from daily expe- 
rience) are a treafury of comfort.—One who had 
drank deep of the cup of forrow declares, that they 
rejoice the heart •,—and that for his own part, if 
his delight had not been hi the divine law, he fnould 
have perifhed in his trouble, (fee Bible, Pfal. cxix. 
92.)—Thefe things, fays the favourite difciple, 
write we unto you, (not barely that you may have 
joy, but) that your joy may be full, (John xv. 11.) 
—And St. Paul adds, that whatever things are 
written by the Spirit of infpiration, are written for 
our benefit; that we, through patience and com- 
fort of the fcriptures, might have hope, (Rom. xv. 
4.); that blefled hope of eternal life, which is an 
anchor to the foul, in all the ftorms of adverfity; 
which is the oil of gladnefs, fwimming above all 
the waves of afHi£Uon.—By having recourfe to di- 
verfions and amufenjents, in preference to the 
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flrong confolatipjis fuggefted in the Bible, we aft as 
injudicioufly, we {hall be deceived as certainly, as 
if, amidft the fultry heats of fummer, we fhould 
feek cooling refrelhment from a painted tree, and 
fhun the embowering {hady covert of a real grove. 

If we are afflicted, the fcriptures acquaint us, 
that our affliftions are the chaftifements of a father, 
not the fcourges of an enemy. They give us affur- 
ance, that the all-difpofing providence will not fuf- 
fer us to be afflifted above what we are able to bear, 
(fee 1 Cor. x. 13.):—That they fhall turn to our 
good, and bring forth the peaceable fruits of righte- 
oufnefs ;—that they are light; are only for a mo- 
ment, and yet {hall work out for us a weight, an 
eternal weight of glory.—Can all the volumes of 
Heathen morality fuggeft, or all the recreations in 
the world afford, fuch rational and folid confolation? 
—Without thefe confolations, affliftions will be like 
a latent fore, fmarting and rankling in the heart; 
—will produce difcontent with our condition, and 
repining at providence ;—a melancholy temper, and 
a fretful carriage.— Trifling company, and worldly 
pleafures, will ferve only to aggravate the mifery, 
and make us inwardly mourn, that while others are 
in the elevation of mirth, we are preffed with a 
weight of calamity.—Whereas, by means of thofe 
fovereign confolations, affliftions may be improved 
to the mfSlth of the mind, and become a molt falu- 
tary expedient for furthering our fpiritual happi- 
nefs. 

Can any .thing be more, or equally comfortable, 
than the privileges recorded in the charter of our 
falvation, the icriptures ?—There_we are told, that 
as many as truly believe in Jefus Chrift, are child- 
ren of the Almightythat the Lord who ccm- 
mandeth the waters, the glorious God who maketh 
the thunder, the everlafting King, who ruleth ail 
things in heaven and earth, is their Father:‘he pi- 
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ties them as a father pities his own children, (Pfal. 
ciii. 13.);—and that a mother may fooner foreet her 
fucking child, than he can remit his tender care, 
for their prefent welfare and endlefs felicity, (If. 
xlix. 15.):—That, becaufe we are finners, Chrift 
Jefus, with infinitely more than paternal tender- 
nefs, bore our fins, and expiated ail our guilt, in 
his own bleeding body upon the tree, (1 Pet. ii. 24.) 
—Becaufe we frequently offend, and always fail, 
our merciful High Priefit ever liveth to make inter- 
ceffion for us, and to plead his divine merits in our 
behalf, (Heb. vii. 25.)—Becaufe we have many 
corruptions within, and are afi'aulted by various 
temptations without, we have a promife of the 
blefl'ed Spirit to fubdue ourcorruptions, (Gal. iii. 14. 
Ezek. xxxvi. 27.) and renew us after the image of 
him who created us, (Col. iii. 10.)—Becaufe we are 
liable to manifold misfortunes, and vifited with a 
variety of forrow's, the fame Holy Spirit is promif- 
ed, under the amiable character of a comforter, 
(John xv. 7. Luke xi. 13.)—Becaufe all fiefh is 
grafs, and all the goodlinefs thereof (the youth, the 
beauty, the wealth, all mortal aecomplifhments, 
and every worldly enjoyment) is withering, and 
tranfient as the flower of the field, (If. xl. 6.) the 
feriptures dire£t our view, and confign over to our 
faith, a moft incomparable, reverfionary inherit- 
ance ; an inheritance referved in heaven for us, 
which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fsdeth 
not away, (1 Pet. i. 4.) 

Are thefe things-, I would afkthe phyficians, like- 
ly to dejeifl: the mind, or opprefs it with heavinefs ? 
—Need their patients fear an aggravation of diftref- 
fes from the offer, from the enjoyment of Inch blef* 
fings?—Much more reafonably might the bleeding 
wound fly from the lenient hand, dread the healing 
balm, and court its cure from the viper’s envenom- 
ed tooth.—Have thefe truths a tendency to engen- 
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dcr gloomy apprehensions, as the medical gentle- 
men are too apt to imagine, or do thefe increafe 
the load which galls an afflidled mind ?—Rather, 
what heart, (that attends to, and believes fiich glad 
tidings) can forbear even leaping for joy ? Thefe are 
calculated to put off our fackcloth, and gird us with 
gladnefs ; are enough to turn the groans of grief in- 
to the fongs of gratitude. 

Cheered by thefe reviving confiderations, fup- 
ported by this blefied hope, the ancient Chriftians 
were more than conquerors over all their calami- 
ties ; they even gloried in tribulations, becaufe thefe 
were the appointed way to the kingdom of heaven, 
Adts xiv. 22. They took joyfully the fpoiling of 
their goods, knowing, that they had, in the world 
above, a better and more enduring fubftance, Heb. 
x. 34.—They perceived with complacency the de- 
cay of their earthly tabernacle; becaufe there re- 
mained for them, after their diflblution, a houfe 
not* made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 2 
Cor. v. 1.—Perhaps we may not arrive at fuch 
heights of heroic 'and triumphant exultatation ; 
but furely we Ihould try thofe remedies, which 
in their c.afe were fo furprinngly and happily fuc- 
cefsful. 

Upon the whole ; a peaceful compofure of mind, 
and calm refignaticn to the all-wife will of God;— 
a holy joy in the merits of our ever blefied Redeem- 
er, and a well-grounded hope of unutterable and 
immortal blifs, in a better world; thefe, thefe are 
more abfolutely needful for a cafe like this, and will 
do more towards relief, than all the drugs that na- 
ture produces.—And very fure I am, that thefe no- 
ble anodynes are difpenfed nowhere but in the ferip- 
tures ; are to be procured no otherwife than by 
prayer.—Other methods may fhipify for a moment, 
but will not remove the pain, much lefs introduce 
permanenteafe. 

U a 
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I fp^ak not this from mere fpeculation, or con- 

jectural probability. 1 have myfclf experienced the 
efficacy of the preceding expedients for thefe defi- 
rable purpofes.—Having been a fort of veteran in 
affliction, I have been under a neceffity of applying 
thefe confolations ; and have the utmoft reafon to 
bear witnefs, that, there are none like them.—The 
feriptures are the treafury of joy and peace, and 
the truly religious are generally the moft uniformly 
cheerful. 

If you apprehend what I have here advanced on 
the means of obtaining true chearfulnefs and folid 
peace of mind, may be in any meafure inftrumen- 
tal to the comfort of your friend, you would do 
well perhaps to communicate it, as I prefume you 
are not afhamed of appearing in the recommenda- 
tion of the Bible.—The phyficians would probably 
fneer at fuch fort of advice, but the arguments will 
not be the lefs valid on that accountand if their 
patient be ferioully difpofed, fuch fneers would have 
little or no effeCt. 

Do you recoiled Dr. Young’s lifies f in the 
eighth night ■? 

  Wouldft thou not laugh, 
This counfel ftrange, Ihould I prefume to give ? 
Retire, and read thy Bible, to be gay. 
There truths abound of fov’reign aid to peace. 
But thefe thou think’ll are gloomy paths to joy: 
Falfe joys indeed are born from want of thought 
True joy from thought’s full bent and energy: . 
And this demands a mind in equal poize, 
Remote from gloomy grief, and glaring joy. 
Much joy not only fpeaks fmall happinefs; 
But happinefs, that ihortly mull expire. 
Can joy, unbottom’d in reflection. Hand ? 

f See Letter CLX. in this volume. 
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Can fuch a joy meet accidents unfhock’d ? 
Or talk with threat’ning death, and not turn pale ? 

Though my letter is much longer than I at firft 
intended, and Hands in need of an apology for its 
prolixity, I cannot conclude without giving you a 
frelh affurance, that amongft the great number of 
thofe who efteem and refpeft you, there is not one; 
of them who more fiucerely regards you than, good 
Sir, 

Your moft obedient, and 
very humble fervant, 
James H e r v e t. 

LETTER LVII. 

Dear Sir, IVefton-Favell, July 23. 1749- ' 

THE favour you have done me. in prefenting 
me with Mr. Mofes Browne’s works, was far 

from my expectation. Pleafe to accept my belt 
thanks for the gift, which, 1 dare fay, will, in the 
perufal, prove perfectly agreeable, and not a little 
ufeful. 

I hope the divine Providence will give his Sun- 
day-Thoughts an extenfive fpread, and make them 
an inftrument of diffufing the favour of true reli- 
gion. Seldom, if ever, have I feen a treatife, that 
prefents the reader with fofull, yet concife a view; 
fo agreeable, yet linking a pidlure of true Chrifti- 
anity in its moft important articles, atu! moft diftin- 
guiihing peculiarities. Though I am utterly un- 
acquainted with the author, I allure myfelf he is no 
novice in the facred fchool, and has more *han a 
fpeculative knowledge of ‘the gofpel; every page 
difcovers traces of an excellent heart, that has it- 
felfe.cp erienced what the mufe lings.—I am, &c. 



236 A C O L L E C T I O N Let. 58. 

LETTER LVIII. 

Wejion-Favell, July 29. 1749. 
THanks to my dear friend, for his welcome let- 

ter. It imparted joy to my heart; and hav- 
ing communicated pleafure to our family, is gone 
(part of it I mean) to make glad your children and 
your friends at Northampton.—I muft confefs, I ne- 
ver was fo much di^ieartened.at ybur diforder, as 
many others were, even though the phylicians them- 
felves had given you over} and though I have 
been often accdfted by fome of your cordial well- 
wifhers, with fuch faddening addrefles, “ I am for- 
(( ry, Sir, to hear that Dr. S*** is gone to Briftol, 
“ without any likelihood of returning alive.”—I 
really believe, that God bas fame fignal work for 
you to do. He that has fnatched the brand from the 
fire, and made it a polifhed {haft in his quiver, will 
not, I perfuade myfelf, fo foon call it away, .or break 
it to pieces. I have a ilrong prefage„ Aat almigh- 
ty gooduefs will continue you, as an mhrument to 
glorify his Son Jefus Chrilt, and to turn many to 
righteoufnefs, years and years after I am gone hence, 
and feen no more.—And I blefs, together with you, 
his holy name, for confirming fo far my apprehen- 
fions, as to begin the work of your recovery from 
fo deplorable an iilnefs. May he do in this cafe, as 
he will in the more important affair of our eternal 
falvation, thoroughly accompliih what he has graci- 
oully begun ! 

Your family is in profperity : your olive-plants 
thrive, and are gloffy with health. I alked Sally, 
Where her papa was, and how he did ? and her 
pretty little lips lifped, Very bad, and gone to Brif- 
tol. Think, my friend, -when you remember thofe 
fweet and engaging children,—think on that de- 
lightful promife in feripture ■, Can a mother forget 
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her fucking child ? yea, (he may forget, yet will 
not I forget thee, If. xlix. 15. 

From my heart I pity your fufFerings: but if I 
pity your diftrefs, with what infinitely more tender 
compaifion are you regarded by your heavenly Fa- 
ther? by him, who laid in the multitude of his 
mercies,—“ My Son fhall bleed, that you may be 
“ healed. My only Son fhall die, that you may 
“ live for evermore.” May this blood, thus (hed for 
you, preferve your body and foul to everlafting 
life. 1 hope you will be enabled to call your 
burden upon the Lord, and refign yourfelf wholly 
to his wife difpofal ; and, doubtlefs, you will ex- 
perience to your comfort, that he has the bowels of 
a Father to commiferate, and the arm of Omnipo- 
tence to fuccour. 

A paflage in the epiftle to the Coloffians, which 
I read this very day, ( viz. chap. i. ver. 11.), is ex- 
tremely pertinent to youj^cafe, and what I fhall fre- 
quently pray, may be fulfilled to your great confo- 
lation Phat you may be ftrengthened with all 
might, according to his glorious power, unto all 
patience, and long-fuffering, with joyfulnefs.—If 
you fhould live to give me an hour’s converfation, 

■this verfe, and the preceeding, would furnifh us 
•with a moft pleafing and improving fubje£t of dif- 
courfe. The concifenefs, the propriety, the ener- 
gy of the infpired Applications, is admirable. But 
I mull wave fuch remarks, loll I fend you a preach- 
ment, inflead of an epiftle. 

I heard you condemned the other day, in a large 
company, and indeed treated with a malignant fe- 
verity, about an affair, in which to my certain 
knowledge, you had a£ted with great generofity. 
I explained, to' the confufion of the relator, all 
thofe circumftances, which he had fo grofsly mif- 
reprefented ; and then I quoted the remark of Mr. 
Richardfon, in his GJariffa, viz. “ That difficult fi- 
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“ tuations (like yours) make feeming occafions of 
“ cenfure unavoidable ; and that whete the reputa- 
“ tion of another (efpecially of a man of charac- 
<( ter) is coticerned, we fhould never be in hafte to 
“ cenfure, or to judge peremptorily on firit furmi- 
“ fes.” Audi alteram partem, is always my rule. 
It is our duty to ufe circumfpe&ion ; and to be up- 
on our guard, to cut off occafion from thofe, who 
feek occafion to mifreprefent and injure us: after 
this precaution, we Ihould not be too folicitous a- 
bout the clamours of the malevolent, and the un- 
thinking.—May the God of wifdom give us that 
prudence, which is profitable to diredl I And then 

Confcia mens redli famae mendacia ridet, 

This was the Heathens cure for the wounds of de- 
famation ; this their armour againft thofe keeneft 
of arrows, bitter words. But fee in this, as well 
as in every other inftance, the noble fuperiority of 
the Chriftian fcheme !_ Being defamed, we blefs, 
fays the apollle. Pray for them that defpitefully 
ufe you, fays his divine Mailer. This not only 
baffles, but more than triumphs over the efforts of 
malice; and brings an increafe of virtue, confe- 
quently of happinefs, even from the poifon of ma- 
lignity, and the gall of mifery. 

The bilhop has been at Northampton, and his 
charge turned upon the Itudy of the fcriptures ; 
which he affectionately recommended, and forcibly 
urged. There was fomething omitted, which I 
could not but wilh had been reprefcnted, and en- 
forced ; however, in the main, it was excellent, 
and what I fhould rejoice to have reduced to uni- 
verfal praClice. Our dear friend, Mr. ***, fpied 
the defeCt I hint at; and when his mealy-mouthed 
companion would not indeed have concealed it, but 
rather have enlarged upon what was valuable,— 
“ Truly,” fays he, “ I do not fee, why we lliould 
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“not fpeak boldly, and bear our teftimony, 
“ though it make the ears of the hearers to tin- 
“ gle.” He is cut out for a champion in the caufe 
of our bleffed Lord ; very fenfible, and much of the 
gentleman ; bold too as a lion, he breathes defiance 
againft the world and hell. Confiding in his al- 
mighty Mafter, he fears neither the fcourge of the 
tongue, nor the pomp of power. 

Pleafe to prefent my affecflionate compliments'to 
Mr. C*** and to Mr. G** ;. 1 need not follcit a 
place in their or your daily interceifions, b- caufe I 
am perfuaded neither of you can w ithhold fo need- 
•ful a piece of charity. Accept my bed wilhes, to 
which I join my earned prayers for your health, 
your comfort, and happinefs ; and believe me, as I 
am, my dear Dotdor, 

Your truly affeftionate friend, 
James Hekvey. 

LETTER LIX. / 

Wejlon-Favelly Aug. 30. 1749. 

WE have feen marvellous things to day, faid the 
people of old ; and I may truly fay, I have 

read marvellous tidings this evening. What! is 
*** become a ferious and zealous preacher ? He 
that fo often filled the fcorner’s chair, is he trans- 
formed into a drenuous advocate for the gofpel, and 
a devoted champion of Chrid ? Never, furely, was 
the prophet’s exclamation more feafonable, Grace ! 
grace ! Zech. iv. 7. How fovereign its power ! how 
fuperabundant its riches ! 

I heartily congratulate you, my dear friend, my 
very dear brother, I mud call you now, on this 
change. And I thank Chrid Jefus our Lord, that 
he hath counted you faithful, putting you into the 
minidry.—I think the hatid of Providence, in con- 
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during this affair, is very vifible, and much to be 
regarded. Which mud give you no fmall fatisfac- 
tion, and tend to work, not the fpirit of fear, but 
of love, and of faith, and of a found mind. 

How honourable is your new office ! to be an en- 
voy from the King of heaven ! How delightful your 
province ! to be continually converfant in the glo- 
rious truths of thegofpel, and the unfearchable rich- 
es of Chviit !—How truly gainful your bufinefs ! to 
win fouis ; this is indeed—xrttuct sf em—an ever- 
l.nting pobeffion.—And how illuftrious the reward, 
ptfimied to your faithful fervice ! When the chief 
ibhepherd fhall appear, you lhall receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away. 

May we clearly difcern, and never forget what a 
Mailer we ferve !—fo glorious, that all the angels 
of light adore him :—fo gracious, that he fpilt his 
blood, even for his enemies :—fo mighty, that he 
has all power in heaven and on earth :—fo faithful, 
that heaven and earth may pafs away, much fooner 
than one jot or tittle of his word fail. And what 
is his word, what his engagement to his minifters ? 
LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS. I write it 
in capitals, bccaufe I wilh it may be written in our 
hearts.—Go forth, my dear friend, in the ftrength 
of this word ; and, verily, you lhall not be con- 
founded. Plead with your great Lord, plead for 
the accomplilhment of this word, and the gofpel 
{hall profper in your hand. In every exercife of 
your miniiterial duty, a<fl an humble faith on this 
wonderful word, and the heart of Hone fhall feel, 
the powers of hell fall.—Would to God I had 
health and flrength, I would earneftly pray for 
grace, that I might join, vigoroully join, in this 
good warfare. But you know, I am like a bleed- 
ing, difabled foldier, and only not flain. I hope, 
however, I lhall rejoice to fee my comrades routing 
the foe, and reaping their laurels; rejoice to fee 
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4hem go on, conquering and to conquer; though 
no longer able to {hare, either in the toils or the 
triumphs of the day. 

I believe, it will be no eafy matter to procure a 
curate, fuch as you will like; at leaft, none fuch 
offers to my obfervation.—I heartily wifh your va- 
luable friend Mr. —, that faith in the all-atoning 
blood of the Lamb, and that comfort in the com- 
munications of the Spirit, which may fweetly out- 
balance the weight of any forrow, and enable him 
to rejoice in tribulation ! 

Remember, now you are a minifter of God, that 
your tongue is to be a well of life : you are to be- 
lieve in Chrift, daily to cherifh your faith in Jefus, 
that out of your heart may flow rivers of living 
waters ; fuch tides of heavenly and healing truths, 
as may refrefh the fainting foul, and animate its 
feeble graces. 

Pleafe to prefent my affectionate compliments to 
Mr. C—, and Mr. S—; engage their prayers to 
the Father of companions in my behalf; and when 
you yourfelf draw near to the throne, through the 
blood of the everlafting covenant, fail not to re- 
member, 

Dear Sir, 
Yours fincerely, 

Yours unalterably, 
James Hervey. 

LETTER LX. 

My dear Friend, Wejlon-Favell, Sat. evening. 

THIS morning I received your parcel, with a 
ticket full of the affection of your heart, and 

fprightlinefs of your temper.—My health languifh- 
cs, but it is a Angular mercy that it is not tortur- 
ed away by racking pains.—I would do any thing 
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to repair my conilitution, and prolong my life ; 
that, if it fliould pleafe the divine Providence to re- 
new my llrength, I might devote it wholly to his 
fervice, and be lefs unprofitable in my generation. 
But from what I feel, and yet cannot defcribe, I 
have no expectation of this kind. 

I am highly delighted with Witfius de Oeconomia 
Faederum ; he is an author exactly fuited to my 
tafte; fo perfpicuous, fo elegant, fo orthodox.—I 
wifli fuch a treafure had fallen into my hands, when 
I ftudied at the univerfity. 

I like Mr. —’s fpirit, only with it was a little 
more evangelical. Let us fo a£l: our parts, as, &c. 
Might not Tully have faid the fame ? has not Sene^ 
ca faid as much ? Why fliould not Chrift Jefus be 
the foundation of our hopes ? Is it lefs rational, 
lefs comfortable, to fay u'ith St. Paul, He that 
fpared not his own Son, but gave him up for us 
all, how fhali he not with him alfo freely give us 
all things ? 

I -heartily pity our Staftordlhire friend.—Cheer 
him, fpeak comfortably to him, let not the confi- 
deration of his circumftances increafe the depref- 
fion of his fpirits. We will never abandon him, 
nor fuffer him to want fo long as we have any thing 
ourfelves.—I faid, we will not abandon :—But how 
poor and cold the confolation, arifmg from this fuc- 
cour ! What are we ? impotence, mifery, fin ! I 
believe he loves the Lord Jefus, flies for refuge to 
the hope fet before him, * in the everlafting righ- 
teoufnefs, and perfeft atonement of Chrift. He 
may, therefore, boldly fay, and apply to himfelf 
thofe glorious promifes : I will never leave thee, 
nor forfake thee. The Lord is my helper, and I 
wall not fear what man lhall do unto me. f Prefent 
my tender and aftetfionate compliments to him. 

* Heb. vi. 18. f Heb. xi;i. 5, 6. 
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I am glad you have invited to your houfe, that 

eminent friend of God,—and dear friend of yours, 
the Rev Mr. , (for fuch I know he is.) In 
fo doing, you certainly aft the to bzonCif, and I can- 
not but think the 70 TrptTov, even in the judgement of 
the world.—Thus doing, 'you are in the fafhion ; 
for it is a reigning maxim at court, (the court of 
the blelTed and only Potentate, the King of Kings, 
and Lord of lords,) “ Be not forgetful to entertain 
ftfangers ”—And can there be a more worthy ftran- 
ger ? “Let the. elders that rule well, be counted 
worthy of double honour, efpecially they who la- 
bour in the word and doftrine.”—You'know who it 
is that fays of his faithful minifters, “ He that re- 
ceiveth you, receiveth me.” Gracious and adored 
Redeemer ! {hall we not receive thee into our 
houfes, who, for our fakes, hadft not where to lay 
thy bleffed head ! waft an exile in Egypt, a prifoner 
at the bar ; a torpfe in the grave !—Pray for me, 
dear friend, that I may bow my head in dutiful re- 
fignation to the divine will ; that I may blefs the 
hand, and kifs the rod that chaftifes ; and love the 
Lord who takes away the ftrength of my body, but 
has given me the blood of his Son. I befeech Mr. 
— to unite his fupplication with yours ; for I am 
fearful, left I fhould difgraee the gofpel in my lau- 
guifhing moments. 

Upon a repeated review of the hints you have 
wrote to promote the caufe of religion, I do not fee 
howto improvethem ; only exercife your talent; ftir 
up the gift God of by a zealous ufe, and you your- 
felf will be the beft improver of fuch hints. O ! let 
us work while the day lafts; the Judge is at the 
door, and eternity at hand. May we watch and 
pray always, that we may be found worthy to ftand 
before the Son of man at his coming. 

I am ever, and moft afleftionately yours, 
James H e r v e y . 

X 
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LETTER LXI. 

Aly dear fr 'tendy 

I Am quite afhamed to be found fo dilatory in ac- 
knowledging your welcome letter; made dou- 

bly valuable by bringing with it the judicious ob- 
fervation of Mr. ***.—Your late favour has hinted 
a conlideration, which will always pafs for feme 
excufe with my compalfionate friends ; and which, 
fo long as this- earthly tabernacle is upheld from 
falling into the duft, I fhall always have to alledge * 
I mean, a very languid and difordered {fate of bo- 
dy. And as I number you amongft my truly com- 
paffionate friends, I look upon myfelf to be acquit- 
ted, as foon as arraigned. 

I entirely agree with Mr. ***, in his remarks on 
my Lord Bilhop’s well-meant and pathetic letter. 
It is pity, and it is ftrange, that in an earned ex- 
hortation to repentance, no regard fhould be had 
to Chrid Jefus. Is it not his gift to impotent fin- 
ners, who is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
to give repentance and remiffion of fins ?—Is not 
his precious, but bitter paffion, the exciting caufe 
of evangelical repentance; according to the tedimo- 
ny of the prophet, They {hall look on him whom 
they have pierced, and mourn ?—and can our poor 
imperfect repentance find favour in the fight of the 
Lord, unlefs it be accepted in the Beloved ? 

I am as much pleafed with that ingenious writer’s 
obfervations on my own little volumes. Let the 
righteous finite me friendly, and reprove me. With 
thankfulnefs I fhall receive, with readinefs fubmit 
To correction.—I am very far from thinking Mr. 
*** a four critic. On the contrary, I admire his 
candour, in tranfinitting the midakes to the author 
himfelf, and not trumpeting them abroad to the' 
diferedit of the work. I have fo high an opinion" 
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of his judgement, that if the Father of lights Ihould 
enable me to finifh the fmall piece I am attempting* 
I Ihould be extremely, glad to have every (beet pafs 
under the correction of fo wife and penetrating an 
obferver. 

To call Sifera’s mother a Midianitifh lady, is a 
moll undoubted and palpable blunder^ If the di- 
vine providence pleafes to give another editicjn to 
the book, it fhall certainly be altered. 

As to the frontifpiece, there was great doubt* 
whether I Ihould have any at all. It was firft 
drawn with a diredt crucifix, fuch as is reprefented 
in the Romilh churches, and almoft idolized, I fear, 
by the Chriftians of that communion. For this 
reafon, the decoration, though Iketched out by my 
very obliging draughtfman, was wholly omitted in 
the fecond edition. Then it was fuggelled, that a 
piece of machinery might fucceed ; be equally ex- 
prelfive, and yet unexceptionable ; which is the im- 
port of the prefent figure : our Lord, not pour- 
trayed in the window, nor exhibited in imagery, 
but rifing from the fpot, or miraculoully appearing 
in the place. 

With regard to my calling t'hofe perfons, who 
.took up arms again 11 King Charles I. rebels; you 
know it is the avowed tenet of the church of Eng- 
land, and the declared fenfe of our legillators. If 
I was to alter that exprelfion, efpecially fince it has 
Hood fo long, it might probably difguft readers, 
who are in a contrary way of thinking ; at leaft it 
would give occafion for fpeculation, and llir up the 
embers of mutual animofity, which, 1 hope, are 
now Ikeping, and upon the point of being extin- 
guilhed. For my part, I look upon King Charles 
as one of the bell men that ever filled a throne ; 
and elteem the Puritans as fome of the moll zeal- 
ous Chrillians, that ever appeared in our land. In- 
ttead of inveighing againll either, I would lament 

X 2 
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the misfortune of both ; that, through fome deplo- 
rable mifmanagement, they knew one another no 
better, and valued one another no more. Otherwife, 
how happy might they have been ! they, in fo de- 
vout a fovereign; he, in fuch confcientious fubjedls. 

Waihing away fins by baptifm, is a fcriptural ex- 
preflion : “ Ami now,” fays Ananias to the con- 
verted perfecutor, “ why tarrieil thou ? Arife, and 
be baptized, and wafli away thy fins.” Where, I 
fuppofe, wafhing with water, which is the fign, 
is put for the application of the Lamb’s blood, 
which is the blefiing figned.—This, I apprehend, 
extends to native impurity, as well as committed 
iniquity, fince they both render us children of wrath. 
Not that it implies an extirpation of original cor- 
ruption, but refers to its condemning power ; which 
is done away, when the atoning merits of Chrift’s 
death are applied and fealed to the foul.—Upon the 
whole, I think the expreffion is juftifiable. Yet, if 
Mr. ***’s remonftrance had come fooner, it Ihould 
have been more explicit in its meaning, and more 
guarded from poifibility of miltake : And v/as 
I called upon to explain my fentiments, I fhould 
take leave to borrow Mr. ***’s words. 

Pleafe to prefent my moft affedtionate compli- 
ments to him ; and let him know, I acknowledge 
myfelf obliged to him, for his valuable remarks ; 
and fliall be ftill more obliged, if he pleafes fome- 
times to remember me in his efiedtual fervent pray- 
ers ; that I may, though weak in body, be ftrong 
in faith; giving glory, by a thankful refignation, 
and comfortable hope, to God our Saviour.—I 
hope, he intends to publilh his difeourfe upon the 
Chrilfian fabbath. I think, fuch a treatife is not a 
little wanted. I have feen nothing upon the fub- 
jedl that has given me fatisfadlion. 

Tranfmit my moll cordial affedtion to good Mr. 
***-, I dearly love him, and rejoice in the expedta- 
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•tion of meeting him, in the cverlafting kingdom of 
our glorious Redeemer. How inconfiderable, 
what a perfect nothing, is the difference qf preach- 

■ing in a cloak or in a gown, fince we both hold the 
head, both are united to the fame Saviour, and have 
accefs by the fame Spirit to the Father. I allure 
him his name has been conftantly mentioned in my 
poor intercefEons, ever fince he favoured me with 
his friendly and edifying epiftle. Tell him, I am 
making fome faint attempts to recommend to the 
world a doftrine, which is mufic to his ears, and 
better than a cordial to his heart: The righteouf- 
nefs of Immanuel, freely imputed to wretched fiu- 
ners, for their complete juftification, and everlaft- 
ing acceptance. I would alfo reprefent,-in an anti- 
able and endearing light, that other precious -pri- 
vilege of the gofpel, fandfification of our hearts, and 
newnefs of life, through the power of the blefTed 
Spirit; and give, if the Lord flrould enable, a plea- 
fing pidlure of death, ftripped of his horrors, and 
appearing as an ufher, commilfioned by the court 
of heaven, to introduce us before the Prince of the 
kings of the earth. Bdfeeeh my worthy friend to 
affift me with his prayers to the Father of mercies, 
and Fountain of light, that if I write, it may not be 
I, but the Spirit of :the Lord Jcfus thatwriteth by 
me, enabling blindnefs itfelf to find out acceptable 
words, and to hit the avenues of pleafure and con- 
vidfion. 

I am glad to hear that the fecond part of Sun- 
day-Thoughts is come abroad. Pray do pot fail to 
let Mr. — have fix ftts for me before Thurfday 
morning; becaufc he has another parcel.to tranf- 
mit to me this week, in which.thofe.may with con- 
venience be inclofed.—You have paid me an oblig- 
ing compliment ; beg of the blefi'ed God, dear Sir, 
that I may not be puffed up with vain conceit of 
myfelf or any writings. O! that earth and allies, 

Xj 
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that guilt ami fin, fiiould be proud ! What fo un- 
reafonable ? yet what fo natural ? May the Lord of 
glory rebuke this arrogant fpirit; and teach my 
foul to be humble, to be evermore dependent on his 
aid, as a weaned child. 

As to your entering into holy orders, I have no 
manner of doubt; by all means do it. It is what 
1 have been praying for thefe feveral years ; it is 
what all the difeiples of Chrift are directed to im- 
plore at the Lord’s hand, that he would fend many 
fuch labourers into his vineyard. As God has in- 
clined your heart to the work j as he has given 
you fo clear a knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Jefus; and ftirred you up to be zealous for the in- 
terells of a bleeding Saviour; I allure you, if the 
King would make me a biihop, one of the firft acts 
of my epifcopal office Ihould be to ordain the au- 
thor of Sunday-Thoughts.-—I hope the Lord will 
guide you with his Spirit, will commiffion you to 
feed his flock, and make you a chofen inftrument 
of bringing many finners to Chrilt, many fons unto 
glory.—Pray do not think your letters are trouble- 
fome; they are always pleafing, always cheer- 
mg to, 

Dear Sir, 
Your very fincere, and 

truly affedtionate friend, &c. 

L E T T E R LXII. 

My dear Friend, 

 fent me feme time ago, your tranflation of 
Zimmermannus. I was fo engaged in urgent bufi- 
nefs, that I really had not leifure, and fo oppref- 
fed with bodily weaknefs, that I had not ability, to 
undertake the office of comparing it with the origi- 
nal. I added my felicitation to yours, and prefled 
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 to revife, and, if need be, correct the manu- 
fcript; and I would beg of you, my dear friend, 
not to be baity in publiihing. In this affair, I am 
for following the example of Fabius, Cundtando re- 
flituit rem. 

If I have not been punctual in anfwering your 
letter, afcribe it to the ufual, which is indeed the 
true caufe : I mean, to a failure of ftrength, and 
languor of fpirits, which both difineline and difqua- 
lify me for every thing. The winter has made me 
a prifoner. I have not been any farther than the 
church thefe two months. May you and all the mi- 
nifters of the bleffed Jefus, be anointed with the 
Holy Gholl and with power ! May you, in imita- 
tion of our divine Mafter, go about doing much 
fpiritual good, and {bedding abroad the favour of 
his molt precious name. O that I had ftrength ! I 
would then pray earneftly that I might go and do 
likewife. 

Since it is reprefented, that I have engaged to 
preface the tranflation of Zimmermannus, I will 
not balk the' expedlations of my valued friend, 
though I affure you I {hall addrefs myfelf to it with 
fome trepidation: fenfible that it will carry too af- 
fuming an air, and feem as though, from being an 
obliged author, I fhould take upon me to aft as 
diftator, and direft the Public in their choice of 
books. 

Yours afFeftionately, &c. - 

LETTER LXIII. 

My dear Friend, 

I Received your letter; am forry to hear you have 
been ill; heartily wifh you a re-eftabliftiment of 

your health ; and {hall be glad, when it fuits your 
inclination and conveniency, to fee you at Wefton. 
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I am glad you are beginning to catechize your 

children. I hope you will be enabled to feed Chrift’s 
lambs, and difpenfe to them the milk of the word, 
as they may be able to bear it.—Indeed you apply 
to a wrong perfon for advice. I make fome efforts, 
it is true, to difcharge this duty, but not to my own 
fatisfaciion ; and great will be the glory of divine 
grace, if it is to the edification of my people.—My 
time for catechifing is during the fummer; when 
the days are long, and the weather is warm. But, I 
think, you do right to conform to the.ufual cuftom 
of catechifing in Lent. 

My method is, to aflc eafy queflions, and teach 
the children very fhort and eafy anfwers.—The 
Lord’s prayer was the lafl fubjeft of our explana- 
tion.—In fome fuch manner I proceeded :—Why is 
this prayer called the Lord’s prayer ? Becaufe our 
Lord Jefus Chrift taught it us.—Why is Chrift cal- 
led our Lord ? Becaufe he bought us with his 
blood.—Why does he teach us to call God Father? 
That we may go to him, as children to a father.— 
How do children go to a father ? With faith, not 
doubting but he will give.them what they want.— 
Why our-Father in lieaven ? That we may pray to 
him with reverence.—What is meant by God’s 
name ? God himfelf, and all his perfe<5Hons.—What 
by hallowed ? That he maybe honoured and glori- 
fied.—How is God to be honoured ? In our hearts, 
with.our tongues, and by our lives, &c. &c. 

On each queftion I endeavour to comprehend, 
not all that may be faid, but that only which may be 
moll level to their capacities, and is. moll neceflary 
for them to know.—The anfwer to each quellion I 
explain in the moll familiar manner poffible ; fuch 
a manner, as a polite hearer might perhaps treat 
with the moll fovereign contempt. Little fimiles I 
ufe, that are quite low, fetched non ex academia, 
fed e trivio.—In every explanation I would be Ihort, 
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,but repeat it again and again. Tautology, in this 
cafe, is the true propriety of fpeaking. And to our 
little auditors, the crambe repetita will be better 
than all the graces of eloquence. 

I propofe to explain to them principally the creed, 
, the Lord’s prayer, and the commandments. What 

relates to the two facraments, at prefent, I do not 
attempt to fet before them : let them firft have fome 
tolerable notion of the former.—I fancy, you had 
better proceed in the fame method. If I know your 
fentiments about baptifm aright, with which our 
catechifm begins, I fiiould apprehend it would be 
moft prudent to go immediately to the great funda- 
mentals.—However pray to the Lord, whofe work 
you work; and he who is all-wife will direcl you, 
he who is all-powerful will profper you.—Pray give 
my very affedHonate compliments to ***. Through 
the everlafting righteoufnefs of our Redeemer, I 
hope to meet them in the world of glory ; and there 
he that is feeble, v/ill be as David. 

Yours fincerely, &c. 

LETTER LXIV. 

, u Dear Sir, JDeJlon-Favell, April 5. 1750. 

WHEN you meditate on Hofea iv. 6, and 7. 
[namely, “ My people are deftroyed for lack 

of knowledge: becaufe thou hail rejedled know- 
ledge, 1 will alfo reject thee, that thou ihalt be no 

[ prieft to me : feeing thou hail forgotten the law of 
1 thy God, I will alfo forget thy children. As they 
r were increafed, fo they finned againil me ; there- 

fore will I change their glory into ihame ”]—when, 
I fay, you meditate on this terrifying text, compare 
it with Hofea xi. 8, and 9.—xiii. 9, and 12.—xiv. 
1, and 2. [namely, “ How fhall I give thee up, 
Ephraim ? how ihall I deliver thee, Ifrael ? how 



2S2 A COLLECTION Let. 64. 
fliall I make thee as Admah ? how fhall I fet thee 
as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned within me, my 
repentings are kindled together. I will not execute 
the fiercenefs of mine anger, I will not return to de- 
ftroy Ephraim ; for I am God, and not man, the ho- 
ly One in the midli of thee,”] Hof. xi. 8, and 9. 

In the next paflage, Chrift fhews the only reme- 
dy for our mifery, [namely, “ O Ifrael, thou halt 
deltroyed thyfelf, but in me is thine help.—The ini- 
quity of Ephraim is bound up, his fin is hid,”] 
Hof. xiii. .9, and 12. 

In the lalt paffage is preferibed the method of ap- 
plying the remedy to your own foul, [namely, “ O 
Ifrael return unto the Lord thy God, for thou halt 
fallen by thine iniquity.—Take with you words, and 
turn to the Lord, fay unto him, Take away all ini- 
quity, and receive us gracioufly; fo will we render 
the calves of our lips,” (or fpiritual facrifices of the 
heart, not calves with horns and hoofs,) Hofea xiv. 
I, and 2.] 

Pray take thefe texts into frequent confideration, 
or elfe you will do a threefold injury, viz. to 
the divine mercies,—to the Redeemer’s merits,—to 
your own comfort. 

Be it that guilt is great,—-yet is it boundlefs ? Is 
it infinite, like the kindnefsof God through Chrift ?.- 
—Remember what meffage our Lord fent to Peter 
after his fall; what offers he made at Jerufalem, af- 
ter it had murdered the Prince of peace ; how emi- 
nently ufeful and happy he made David, after the 
commiffion of * enormous crimes.—Pie is the fame 

* The celebrated Dr. Delany, in his very entertaining work, 
entitled the Hiftorical account of the life and reign of David, 
has this rcfkftion. 

Happy for mankind, that there is fuefc an intlance (un au- 
thentic inftance) of falling virtue and recovering guilt .—An 
inftance fo fitted to mortify the vanity of virtue, and the me- 
rit of exalted piety, and to raife the power and price of humble 
penitence ; to abate the pride of felf-fuificiency, and fupport 
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gracious, long-fuffering, fin-forgiving God, to-day, 
yefterday, and for ever. 

Beware, dear Sir, that you add not unbelief (the 
greateft of fins, the moll provoking of fins, the moft 
deftruftive of fins,) to all your other offences.— We 
h5ve trampled upon the divine laws, and defiled our 
own fouls ; but let us not charge the divine decla- 
rations with falsehood, let us not make our God 
a liar.—I am fure God loves you, and Chrifi in- 
tercedes for you y elfe whence this fearching of your 
heart, this acknowledgment of guilt, this felf-con- 
demnation, and thirfl after' pardoning and fanctify- 
ing grace ? 

Another proof, to me a very evident and preg- 
nant proof, that the blefied God has a very tender 
and particular concern for your eternal welfare, is, 
his difconcerting your fchemes; than which no- 
thing, I think, could be more effectually calculat- 
ed, to waft you along the fmooth ftream of infen- 
fibility and pleafure, into the pit of perdition. 

Let this, though a thorn in the flefh, be a token 
for good.—He that has begun to refeue you, will 
accomplifh Kis gracious purpofe.—Ere long, I truft 
this new fong will be put into your mouth, “ The 
fnare is broken, and I am delivered,” Pfal. exxiv. 
7. Be of good comfort, dear Sir, for with tire 

the hope of frailty. Who can confide in his own ftrength, 
when he fees a David fallen? and who can defpair of divine 
mercy, when he fees him forgiven? Sad triumph of re- 
pentance, over all that is lhameful and dreadful in fin !—Mil- 
lions have fallen, have finned as David ; but who ever repent- 
ed and recovered like him?—Revolve his whole life before 
the affair of Uriah ; it is almoft one train of a wife, a generous, 
a pious, and a valiant conduft: Revolve his whole life from 
the hour of his guilt, and you wifi find it little elfe than one 
train of humiliation and repentance before God ; and this too, 
even after the affurance of pardon, from the mouth of God 
himfelf by his prophet Nathan; which is the higheft proof of 
a refined piety and exalted virtue. 
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Lord there is mercy and plenteous redemption, Pfal. 
cxxx. 7. 

Read by way of confolation ManafTeh’s humilia- 
tion, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.—And fee likewife 
God’s gracious dealings, even with Rehoboam him- 
felf, 2 Chron. xii. 6, 7. 

Don’t indulge difpiriting ideas,—or have hard 
thoughts of the God of everlafting compaffion ; oh 
how weak is'our faith !—Read and ftudy well that 
excellent and comfortable little traft, Liborius * 
Zimmermannus de eminentia cognitionis Chrilti. 
—Converfe with fome experienced Chriftians, and 
remember what our blefled Saviour has promifed, 
“ Where two or three are gathered together in my 
“ name, there I am in the midft of them.”—We 
never make any doubt but our friends (efpecially if 
they be the diilinguifhed fervants of Jelus) will ful- 
fil their promifes; yet we queftion (fie upon us, fie 
upon us for our unbelief) whether the divine Maf- 
ter himfelf will accomplifii his word. 

I am, dear Sir, with much efteem, and with 
much concern for your prefent and eternal wel- 
fare, 

Yours very fincerely, 
James Hervey. 

LETTER LXV. 

Dear Sijler, IVjlon-Favell, Alay 27. 175°- 

THE country is now in its perfection. Every 
bufh a nofegay, all the ground a piece of em- 

broidery ; on each tree the voice of melody, in e- 
very grove a concert of warbling mufic. The air is 
enriched with native perfumes, and the whole crea- 
tion feems to fmile. Such a pleafmg, improving 

* See letter L.XXII. 
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change has taken place ; becaufe, as the pfalmift 
exprefles it, God has fent forth his Spirit, and re- 
newed the face of the earth. Such a refining change 
takes place in mankind, when God is pleafed to fend 
his Holy Spirit into the heart. Let us therefore 
humbly and earneftly feek the influences of this di- 
vine Spirit. All our fufficiency is from this divine 
Spirit, dwelling in our hearts, and working in us 
both to will and to do. Without his aids, we are 
nothing, we have nothing, we can do nothing.— 
Would we believe in Chrift, to the faving of our 
fouls ? we muft receive power from on high, and 
be enabled by this divine Spirit; for no man can 
fay, that Jefus is the Lord, or exercife true faith 
on his merits, but by the Holy Ghoft r—Would we 
be made like unto Chrift ? It can be done only by 
this divine Spirit. We are transformed into the 
fame image, fays the apoftle, not by any ability of 
our own, but by the Spirit of the Lord —Would 
we be fet on the right hand of our Judge at the laft 
day? This is the mark that will diftinguifh us 
from the reprobates, and number us with his faith- 
ful people. For unlefs a man, unlefs a woman, 
have the Spirit of Chrift, they are none of his.— 
But, fince we infinitely need this enlightening and 
fandlifying Spirit, is the God of heaven equally 
willing to give it ? He is ; indeed lie is. To ob- 
tain this gift for us finners, his own Son bled to 
death on the crofs. That we may be ma^le partak- 
ers of this gift, he interceedeth at the right hand 
of his Father : and he has palled his word, he has 
given us a folemn promife, that if we afk, we ftinll 
receive it. See, remember, and often plead in pray- 
er, Luke xi. 13. 

From your affeftionate brother, &c. 

, Y 
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LETTER LXVI. 

My dear Frind, June 28. 1750. 

IF you chide, I muft accufe. Pray where was 
your warrant, where your commiffion, to im- 

prefs me into this journey ? However, as becomes 
a good Chriftian, I forgive you and your accom- 
plice — 

At St. Alban’s I was weary, and difpirited ; was 
loth, could not prevail on myfelf to defire Dodfor 
Cotton’s company at the inn, and was fcarce able 
to crawl to his houfe. Believe me, I fincerely hon- 
our and cordially love, the worthy dodlor. Though 
I am naturally fiiy, I fliould want no folicitations to 
wait on fo very ingenious and improving a friend •, 
a pleafure I promife myTelf, if Providence brings 
me back alive.—We got to London about three 
o’clock 6n Saturday. I took up my lodgings, not 
at my brother’s after the Hefii, but with the brother 
of my heart. On Sunday he preached with his u- 
fual fervour, and adminiftered the facrament to a 
great number of very ferious communicants.—He 
delights in the work of the miniftry, and embraces 
every opportunity of pleaching the everlafting gof- , 
pel. He is, indeed, in labours more abundant. 
Dear Sir, what a pattern of zeal, and minilterial 
fidelity, is our excellent friend ! and God rewards 
him with joy ttnfpeakabfe. God alfo fulfils to him, 
in a remarkable manner, his gracious promife, 
“ They that honour me, I will honour.” This day 
he was moft refpedlfully entertained at the houfes 
erf two noblemen. What a moft exalted fatisfac- 
tion muft he enjoy in attending thefe great perfon- 
ages, not to cringe for favours, but to lay upon 
them an everlafting obligation 4 not to afk their in- 
terefts at court, but to be the minifter of their re- 
conciliation to the King of kings !—Thus far was 
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wrote on Sunday night; but was hindered from fi- 
niihing foon enough for the pod.—Monday morn- 
ing —Yelterday our indefatigable friend renewed 
his labour of love, with fuch affiduity, that I had 
not fpirits to attend, what he had llrength to exe- 
cute. He preached to a crowded audience, and yet 
multitudes went away for want of room. In the 
midft of this audience, was a clergyman in his ca- 
nonical drefs; a ftranger ; his name I could not 
learn ; he behaved with exemplary ferioufnefs, and 
exprefled much fatisfadlion.—One day lail; week I 
was molt agreeably furprifed. Drinking tea at a 
friend’s houfe, a perfon knocked at the door : the 
fervant brought word, that it was a ftranger, who 
■defired to fpeak with Mr. Hervey. And who do 
you think it was ! One whom I tenderly love, but 
never expected to fee again. It was the accomplifti- 
ed and amiable Mr. . We took fweet counfel 
together at Gaius mine holt’s, and wilhed one ano- 
ther a happy meeting in the world of glory.—My 
fellow-traveller faw your letter, and bid me tell 
you, that if you are chained to the oar, the chains 
are of your own making.—Dear Sir, preach the 
glorious gofpel. Le an ambaflador of the molt 
high God. Devote yourfelf to this molt important, 
molt noble fervice ; and your divine Mailer, I hope, 
will furnilh you with employ, and open a door for 
your ufefulnefs. The fruit of fuch labours will a- 
bide.; and our friend is a proof, in what peace, in 
what joy, they are fown.—My animal nature is fo 

| very, very feeble, that I find no benefit from the 
■cnange of air, nor from the enjoyment of the moll 
pleafiag fociety.—Ever yours, &c. 

LETTER LXVIL 
Dear Sir, London, Sept. 4. 1750. 

OUR dear friend -is much engaged in mak- 
ing intereft to fucceed the miuifter of  

Y 2 
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who, though not ftone Head, is ill enough to alarm! 
the hopes of neighbouring preachers. O ! that wtj 
may every one contend who fhall bring molt glorj^ 
to the crucified King of heaven, and love molt ar-i 
dently his all-gracious and infinitely-amiable Man 
jefty ! A ftrife this, which will not foment, butj 
deltroy malignant paffions ; in which ftrife, angelsi 
will be our competitors ; honour and joy, the ever- 
lafting prize. 

I wifh our dear friend H the rich anointings 
of God’s Spirit in compofing, and the powerful 
prefence of God’s Spirit in delivering, his infinnary- 
fermon. My moft cordial love is ever his, and e- 
ver yours. 

Thank you I do fincerely, for your prayers to 
God in my behalf; and oh ! how ftrall I thank fuf- 
nciently him, who procured accefs for us through 
his blood ! We often remember you, and wifh and 
pray, that you may be a burning and a finning light 
in your generation.—Dear friend, adieu. 

LETTER LXVIII. 

My dear Friend, Sept. 11. 1750. 

I Received your laft favour. It was without date, 
but very welcome.—W^e have loft our zealous 

friend, for feveral days. He has been difplaying 
the banner of the gofpel at —, and gathering to- 
gether the difperfed of Ifrael. We admire the he- 
ro that wins battles, takes towns, and leaves tro- 
phies of his victories in every place. But where 
will all fuch toils, and the very remembrance of 
them be, when the monuments of his labours en- 
dure for ever in heaven ? 

Thanks for your fubfcription : I have procured 
more of another friend. I ftiall foon be a poor 
man, here are fo many neceffitous obje&s. And 
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who can bear to be in affluence, while fo many fel- 
low-creatures are in deplorable want ? Elpecially, 
it we remember him, who, though he was rich, 
for our fake became poor ; and had not where (01 
marvellous, marvellous abafement!) had not where 
to lay his head. 

This night dear Mr. — is with us ; returned from 
his expedition, full of life, and rich with fpoils; 
fpoils won from the kingdom of darknefs, and con- 
fecrated to the Captain of our falvation.—I have 
been prevailed on to fit for my picture. If ever 
portrait was the fnadow of a fhadow, mine is fuch- 
O I that I may be renewed after the amiable image 
of the blefled Jefus ; and when I awake up after 
his likenefs, I fhail be fatisfied with it ! This with 
is breathed in a language to me unufual. I general- 
ly comprehend my dear friend in fuch petitions, and 
make his eternal iuterefts infeparable from my own. 
—On Sunday I heard the admired Mr. —. His 
text was Rom. v. r. His dodtrine evangelical. The 
faith which purifies the heart, and works by love j 
the imputed righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrilt, compre- 
hending both his adtive and paffive obedience; the 
operation of the blefled Spirit, in producing this 
found and lively faith, were the fubftance ofhis dif- 
courfe. I commit you, my dear friend, to the ten- 

■der mercies of our God, and the powerful word of 
his grace ; remaining inviolably yours, &c. 

LETTER LXIX. 

My dear Friend, London, 08. 23. 175Q. 

AS your flay in town was fo fhort, we could not 
expedt to fee you. On Sunday afternoon 

your old acquaintance Mr. — called upon me, fat 
about an iiour, inquired after you, and talked as 
became the Chriftian charadler, and the facred day. 

Y.3 
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The converfation was perfeftly pleafing ; but the 
fubje£ts, whether we were led to them by chance, 
or directed to them by Providence, were peculiar- 
ly noble and important. ‘ I know- that my Redeemer 
* liveth &c.’ Job xix. ‘ Behold my fervant fliall deal 
■* prudently, &c.’ If. Hi.—We expect to fee our dear 
friend—, in a little time. O1! that we may meet 
each other, and daily converfe on the fulnefs of the 
bleflings of the gofpel of peace !—I fay no more a- 
bout poor Mrs.—; perhaps, my concern for her may 
beiuncommonly tender, becaufe there have few days 
paired, fince I knew her, in w'hich I have not made 
mention of her name, in my prayers for the afflift- 
•ed.—May the God of wifdom teach you, and the 
God of power enable you, to do always fuch things 
as are acceptable in his fight through Jefus Chrift! 
And may the Father of compaffions make her for- 
rows bring forth the peaceable fruits of righteouf- 
nefs, and iffue in everlafting joy !—I hope, the tru- 
ly valuable Dr. — and his family took knowledge 
of you, that you had been with Chrift. Let us ftu- 
dy, let us labour, to fpread abroad the favour of his 
blelfed name*, who fuffered the vengeance due to 
all,—to all our fins. That his prefence may be with 
you, and his love be in you, is the invariable wilh 
of 

Your affeftionate, &c. 

LETTER LXX. 

JMy dear Friend, London, Nov. 15. 1750* 

I Have communicated your two mefiages to —; 
he is now with his old acquaintance at —. On 

Sunday he preached morning and afternoon at L— 
church. May his word prove a feed of life and 
immortality to the hearers.-—On Tuefday he and 
Mr. — breakfafted with us : the talk turned prin- 
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cipally upon the myftic writers. Dr. — began to 
warm a little, to hear Mr. —inveigh pretty fharply 
againft them. But by giving a foft anfwer, and 
making considerable oonceffions in their behalf, Mr. 
— cooled and qualified all. He fpoke with remark- 
able command of temper, and, I think, with great 
folidity of judgement. I with it may leflen our va- 
luable friend H—’s attachment to thofe authors ; 
which I believe is immoderate, and, I fear is per- 
nicious.—I heartily wifh your children may reco- 
ver, and live to be a comfort to their father, an hon- 
our to their religion.—I have received Dr. D—’s 
remarks ; very judicious, and equally faithful. I 
fcarce know any friend,'who has fo true a talle, 
and fo much fincerity. Fiet Ariftarchus, is the cha- 
racter he deferves. 

Yefterday a ferious DitTenter from the country 
came to fee me. God had freed him from a fpirit 
■of bigotry, and made my book acceptable to him. 
O ! that we may all love one another, and bear with 
■one another ; fo fulfil the law, and follow the ex- 
ample of Chrift. In the New Jerufalem, that city 

■of the living God, all our little differences of opi- 
nion, as well as all the remainders of corrup- 
tion, will fall off. In the light of God’s coun- 
tenance, we (hall fee the truth clearly, and enjoy 
the life, the life of heaven and eternity perfectly. 
O ! that we may love that amiable and adora- 
ble Being every day, every hour more and more-; 
who, though the King immortal and invifible, gave 
his own Son to bleed and die for worms, for rebels 5 
for you, my dear friend, and for your unworthy, 
but truly-affeClionate, &c. 

LETTER LXXI. 
My dear Friend^ Nov. 20. 1750. 

PRefent my very grateful acknowledgments to 
our obliging friend Mr. —. I rejoice in his 
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lines, as they are a pledge of his affe&ion and friend- 
fhip ; but I really am under apprehenfions from 
them, as they are to be a public encomium on my 
charadter, left they fhould make me think more 
highly of myfelf than I ought to think. Oh ! may 
the high and lofty One, who inhabits eternity, and 
dwells with the humble heart, vouchfafe to defend 
me from all the infinuations of pride. To be fure, 
this is a trying occafion : for laudari a laudatis, is 
no common honour.—I would beg leave to poft- 
pone the publication of the verfes, till the mezzo- 
tinto plate is finifhed, and the print ready to be 
fold ; becaufe, if fuch a recommendation appears 
at fuch a jundfure, I am perfuaded, it will caufe a 
demand for the pidture, and further its fale. Good 
heaven ! who would ever have thought,- that fo 
mean a name, and fo obfcure a perfon, fhould ap- 
pear in the world with fuch an air of fignificancy-? 
Oh ! that it may be for the glory of that ever blef- 
fed and adorable Being, who manifelts his tran- 
fcendent excellency molt chiefly in fhewing mercy- 
—When you heard of Mr. —’s death, did you not 
immediately think of the prophet’s declaration, 
‘ All fleih is grafs, and all the goodlmefs thereof as 
‘ the flower of the field ?' Did you not alfo ardently 
defire, and refolve to feek for, an allured interefl in 
the promifes of that word, which endureth for e- 
ever May the God of grace feal thofe promifes to 
our hearts, by his blefled Spirit, and witnefs with 
our fpirits, that we are the obje&s of his love, and 
heirs of his kingdom ! Then we may defy death, and 
boldly bid the king of terrors do his worft.—** is 
making an excurfion to **, and to **. May the 
Lord God of hofts go forth with his fervant, and 
make him terrible to tWfe infernal enemy, as an ar- 
my with banners ; welcome to poor finners, as the 
refrelhing dews after parched heat.—How my foul 
longs to be employed in the fame facred, bkfled 
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caufe ! Does not yours alfo throb with the fame de- 
fires ?—1 can no more. Supper waits for me. A- 
dieu. All fpiritual blefTmgs be multiplied upon 
you, and ever yours, &c. 

LETTER LXXII. 

My dear Friwd, December 8. 1750. 

WHY do you fay Zimmermannus is too com- 
fortable for you ? The comfort of Chriftia- 

nity is the fweet allurement to draw us to heaven, 
and the powerful inftrument to fit us for heaven. If 
our affeftions are attached to the world, the com- 
fort of Chriitianity is ordained,' to wean us from its 
vanities, and win us to God. If we have finned, 
the love of the Lord Jefus Chrift is the moft fove- 
reign means of wounding our hearts, and bringing 
us to repentance. When Nathan faid unto David, 
‘ The Lord hath put away thy fin, thou (halt not 
‘ diethen it is fuppofed, he penned the xxxiid 
pfalm, and poured out his foul in unreferved con- 
fefiion. When the blefied Jefus turned, and look- 
ed upon Peter, then his confcience fmote him deep ; 
then he went out, and wept bitterly. And how 
did his dear Mafter look ; was it a refentful, up- 
braiding, menacing glance ? Quite the reverfe. Is 
this your promifed fidelity ? this your’kindnefs for 
your friend ? Ah ! Peter ! Peter ! I feel more from 
your perfidy, than from all the infults of my ene- 
mies. But I know your weaknefs, and I am going 
to die for your guilt. Willingly, willingly. I lay 
down my life, that this fin may never be laid to your 
charge. Such was the language of that gracious 
look. I do dot wonder that it fetched a flood of 
teers from his eyes. I find it impoflible to refrain, 
on the bare meditation on it. O ! that the adora- 
ble Redeemer may manifeft his all-forgiving good- 
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nefs in our fouls, and fure it will overcome our 
moft ftubborn corruptions. What can withftand 
fuch heavenly love?—I know *#* : and think you 
have a peculiar privilege in having an opportunity 
and ability to fuccour fo fmcere a Chriftian. He 
will more than repay you with his prayers. What- 
soever you do for him, I am perfuaded, will be done 
unto Chrift. And who can do enough for him, 
who defpifed the fhame, and endured the crofs for 
us ?—Your writing-paper came fafe ; and I would 
have returned it to the ftationer as too coarfe, but 
has, fince its arrival, been feized; feized in the 
king’s name, by one of the king’s officers. Pray, 
have you taken care to pay duty ? have you not 
been deficient in fome inflance or other ? O ! faid 
Gaius mine hoft, when he heard of its coming back, 
it is good enough for me ; it will juft fuit my pur- 
pofe j I wanted fuch a fupply ; fo it is in his hands, 
to be employed in the fervice of a great king ; whole 
name you can guefs ; w>hofe goodnefs you have 
experienced ; and for whofe honours I hope, we 
ftiall all be very zealous. What fay you ? will 
you turn the forfeiture into a free gift, by fend- 
ing your full confent to the deed ?—Gur dear 
friend has been vifited with a fever: attended 
by the do&or every day this week; but, blefled 
be God, is, we trull, upon the eve of a thorough 
recovery. He talks of preaching to-morrow, but 
I fliall ufe my utmoft intereft to dilTuade him. 
Let him defift for a while, that he may perfili 
for a long feafon.—We have but a fmall fhare 
of —’s company. O ! that we may meet where 
we lhall part no more, fin no more.—Adieu !—li- 
ver yours, &c. 
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LETTER LXXIIL 

265 

My nery dear Friend, Dec, 20. 1750. 

OUR letter found me, after a confiderable 
delay in its paflage, where do you think ? 

Where I never expe£ted to go any more ;—found 
me at London ! From whence I write this, and re- 
turn you my fincereft thanks.—Prevailed on by the 
repeated importunity of my friends, I came by eafy 
llages to town, in order to try whether change of 
air may be of any fervice to my decayed conftitu- 
tion ; for my worthy phyfician Dr. S   has de- 
clared, that nothing, which he can prefcribe, is 
likely to adminifter any relief. 

I have reafon to be convinced, from the accounts 
whjph your letter brings, and from the reports 
which I receive in this place, that here we have no 
continuing city. Thanks, everlafting thanks to the 
divine goodnefs, which has prepared for us a man- 
fion, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens; 
a manlion, whofe Builder, whofe Maker, andwhofe 
glory is God.—Not only the difappointment, but 
even the acquifition of our defires, befpeaks the 
emptinefs of the world. But what a complete feli- 
city, what an all-fatisfying portion, will the en- 
joyment of God be ! When I awake up after thy 
likenefs, (and am admitted to (land in thy beatific 
prefence,) I lhall be fatisfied with it. 

I pitied, as I read poor Mifs —’s cafe. There 
cannot be a keener diftrefs, than a confcience that 
is awakened, and a heart that defponds. The fpi- 
rit of a man will fuftain his other infirmities, but a 
wounded fpirit who can bear ? A wounded fpirit 
was the bittereft ingredient, even in the cup of our 
Lord’s exquifitely-fevere fufferings. He that bore 
the racking tortures of crucifixion, without a com- 
plaint, cried lamentably, wept blood, when the ar- 
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rows of the Almighty were within him. Then his 
foul was forrowful, exceeding forrowful, forrow- 
ful even unto death. This deje&ion of our adored 
Mafter Ihould be our confolation ; his agonies are 
our eafe ; he was deeply forrowful, that we might 
be always rejoicing. To believe, that he was wound- 
ed for our fins, and bruited for our iniquities ; that 
he was deftitute, afflitled, tormented for our fake ; 
that, by his vicarious and molt meritorious obedi- 
ence unto death, he has obtained everlafting re- 
demption for us ;—firmly to believe this, is not ar- 
rogance, is not prefumption, but our bounden du- 
ty, as tvell as our ineftimable privilege. This is his 
command, fays St. John, that we believe on the 
name of his Son Jefus Chrift. Never, never was 
any command more gracious, or more worthy to be 
written on the tables of our hearts. Let us not, 
my dear Mr. —, by indulging unbelief,—O ! let 
us not difhonour the boundlefs mercy, and the in- 
violable fidelity of God ; let us not depretiate the 
infinite merits, and all-prevailing interceffion of our 
blefied Mediator ; but fay with the lively poet, Dr. 
Watts, in his hymns, 

O ! for a ftrong, a lulling faith, 
To credit what th’ Almighty faith ! 
T’ embrace the promife of his Son, 
And call the joys of heav’n our own ! 

You inquire about my new work, intended for 
the prefs. It is a great uncertainty, whether ^ my 
languid fpirits, and enfeebled conftitution, will per- 
mit me to execute my defign. It is a pleafure, how- 
ever to hear, that I am fometimes admitted to con- 
verfe with you by my book. May the divine Spirit 
accompany every fuch converfation ; and teach our 
fouls to glow with gratitude to that tranfcendently 
great and gracious Being, who ftretched out the 
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heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; 
who ftretched out his arms on the curfed tree, and 
laid the foundation of our happinefs in his own 
blood. Pleafe to prefent my molt refpe<fiful com- 
pliments to Mrs. —, your worthy neighbour Mr. 
—, and his nieces. Give me leave, inltead of wifli- 
ing you a merry Chriftmas, to wiflr them and you 
all that joy, which the holy prophet felt, when in 
an ecftafy of delight, he cried out, ‘ To us a child 
‘ is born ! to us a Son is given !’ All the glories of 
heaven unite in his wonderful perfon •, ah the blef- 
fings of time and eternity are the fruit of his preci- 
ous incarnation.—Adieu, my dear Sir, and ceafe 
not to pray for 

Your ever affeflionate, &c. 

LETTER LXXIV. 

My dear Friend, Loudon, Dec. 22. 1750. 

BE fo kind as to let your fervant look out for 
fome perfon of Collingtree, and deliver to 

him the inclofed letter. He will probably find fome 
fuch perfon on Monday at — ; and I would have 
the letter conveyed by Chriftmas, that it may fur- 

1 nilh my people with matter for converfation at their 
hofpitable meetings.—Our excellent friend follows 
the advice of the preacher ; whatfoever, of a cha- 
ritable or godly nature, his hand findeth to do, he 
does it with his might; as one deeply convinced 
that there is no wifdom nor device in the grave, 
whither we all are halting. Does not fo amiable a 
perfon, fuch air indefatigable fervant of Chrift, fuch 
a compaffionate friend to mankind, does he not de- 
iferve encouragement ? 

We have juft been to hear a very excellent dif- 
courfe upon Zech. iv. 7. Mr —, who made one 

(of t'le congregation, fends his compliments to you. 
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and to Dr. —; which when you prefent, be pleaf- 
ed to add mine.—Who do you think I lately drank- 
tea with ? The two ladies, before whom you put 
me fo extremely to the blufh. May neither they nor' 
I be put to everlafting fhame and confuiion. I did 
what was in my power to prevent it, by recom- 
mending that adorable Saviour to their affections,, 
in whom whofoever believeth, {hall not be alham- 
ed. They commiflioned me to tranfmit their com- 
pliments to you.—You have thanks and prayers 
(the reward which a prophet gives) for the writ- 
ing-paper.—What account can you give of Lady 
—’s health ? Never, never, will the ph^fician’s; 
{kill be employed for the lengthening of a more va- 
luable life. May almighty goodnefs blefs thofe pre- 
fcriptions, and command her conftitution and out 
zeal clvcSakkuv 

Ever yours, &c. 

LETTER LX XV. 

My dear Friend, Dec. 29. 1750. 

THIS time laft week, I took pen in hand to 
beg ; now I fhould be ungrateful, if I did not 

refume it, in order to return my thanks, which I 
do moft fincerely, in my own name, and on the be- 
half of my excellent holt. He is now engaged ia 
company, and cannot poffibly flea! a quarter of an 
hour to make his acknowledgments —The limner 
has been with me twice, and is to give the finifhing 
touches on Monday. How llowly, and how patient- 
ly, thefe artifts advance ! A pattern for us. Sd 
may we have the image of the amiable Jefus gradu- 
ally inftamped on cur hearts, -till death gives the fi- 
nifhing itroke, and makes us completely like cut 
Beloved. In the mean time we have need of pa- 
tience. Patience mull be exerciiul towards our 
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felvcs; and God, the blefTed God, is unfpeakably 
patient towards us all.—Mr.  is willing to un- 
dertake Zimmermannus. I would have it thrown 
into the form of a dialogue.—Why do you enter- 
tain fuch harlh thoughts of the deareft, molt benign, 
and gracious of all beings ? I can no more. 

Ever yours, &c. 

LETTER LXXVI. 

Dear Sir, 

I Return you thanks for the perufal of your 
pamphlets. Be pleafed to accept the two little 

volumes, which accompany your other books, as an 
expreffion of my gratitude to your pen, and fincere 
affection to your perfon. May I requeft the favour 
of you, good Sir, fometimes to implore the blelTmg 
of a gracious God upon the author, and his weak 
attempts; that the one may walk fuitably to his ho- 
ly profeffion, and high calling ; that the other may 
pleafe the rea,der for his good to edification. This 
will be a fingular favour, and {hall be readily re- 
turned bv. 

Reverend Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, 

and humble fervant, &c. 

LETTER LX'XVII. 

Dear Mr. Nixon, London, Dec. 24. 1750. 

I Am afhamed to fee fo obliging a letter, from fo 
valuable a friend, ly fo long unanfwered. I de- 

layed my grateful acknowledgments to vou on this 
1 fubjedt, till I could fee what would be the iffue of 

our defign.—As you propofe to recommend my 
Z 2 



270 A COLLECTION Let. 77. 
picture, by your ingenious verfes, * I fhould rather 
chufe to have them inferted (with your permiffion) 
in the magazines, and public papers, than to have 
them affixed to the copper-plate.—This practice, 
though once cuftomary, is now, I believe, 1'eldom 
tiled ; and for me to revive it, when it "does me 
fuch diftinguifhed credit, would be too vain-glori- 
ous ; otherwife, I allure you, dear Sir, I ftould 
be glad to have a memorial of our friendlhip en- 
graved on brafs, or a more durable metal. And give 
me leave to declare, that though I was exceeding- 
ly pleafed with the charaffer you gave of my book, 
in your excellent anniverfary fermon, yet I was 
much more delighted with your acknowledging me 
as your friend, and fuffering it to be known, that 
I have a fhare in your affedlion. 

I propofe to make a long flay in town, and ffiall 
promife myfelf the pleafure of your company at my 
brother’s.—Have you ever met with a little poem, 
entitled Sunday-Thoughts ? The author is a very 
worthy man, and the poem not beneath your re- 
gard. Shall I wiffi my worthy friend a merry 
Chriltmas ? This compliment will be paid you 
by multitudes. Rather let me wilh, that Chrift 
Jelus, the ever bleffed Immanuel, may be formed 
in both our hearts ! Renewed after his amiable 
and divine image, may you fee many revolving 
happy new years below, ami at lad have an abun- 
dant entrance into the New Jerufalem, which is 
above.—Breathing fuch wiffies, I remain. 

Dear Sir, 
Your much obliged, and 

very affe£lionate friend, &c. 

f See thefe verfes fubjoined to Mr. Hervey’s Life. vol. X. 
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L E T T E R LXXVIII. 

Dear Sifler, London, Jan. 3. I75I- 

I Have taken" my pen in hand to write to you, and 
yet have no news to tranfmit. I have nothing 

to fend but my good wifhes, and my beft advice. 
The old year is gone ; and if we look back, what 

a nothing it appears ! Departed as a tale that is told. 
Thus will our whole life appear, when our end ap- 
proaches, and eternity opens : but eternity will ne- 
ver expire ; eternity will laft, world without end. 
When millions, unnumbered millions of ages are 
pafled away, eternity will only be beginning. And 
this fliort life, this little fpan is the feed-time of the 
long, long eternity. What we fow in this ftate, 
we fhall reap in the eternal ftate. Should we not 
therefore be careful, very careful, to improve our 
time, and make the beft provifion for an eternity 
of happinefs ? Should we not be careful to get 
faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift ; to get the love of 
God Hied abroad in our hearts ; and our fouls re- 
newed according to the amiable example of our 
blefled Redeemer ?—This, and nothing but this, is 
true religion. Going to church, hearing fermons, 
and receiving facraments, profit us nothing, unlefs 
they promote thefe dcfirable ends.—Fix, dear lifter, 
this truth in your memory: A true faith in Chrift, 
an unfeigned love of God, and a real holinefs of 

i heart, are the greateft blellings you can delire. 
Without them, we lliall not, we cannot, enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Thefe you Ihould incefl'ant- 

Ily, you Ihould earneftly feek, through the whole ad- 
vancing year; and thefe 1 moft fmcerely wilh you, 
who am 

Your very affeftionate brother, 
James H e r v e y. 

Z 3 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

Dear Mrs.——, London, Feb. 5. 1751* 

I Received your valuable letter, and thank you 
for it.—I am exceeding glad, and blefs the un- 

fpeakable goodnefs of God, if he has made my poor 
miniftry, in any degree, ferviceable or comfortable 
to your foul. I accompany my former labours) 
with my repeated prayers ; and bear my little flock 
on my fupplicating and afFe£Honate heart, all the 
day long, O ! that the gracious God may fulfil in 
them all the good pleafure of his will, and the work 
of faith with power ! 

I rejoice to find, that you know the truth. May 
you know it more and more; be eftabliflied in it, ' 
and experience the efficacy of it.—May the truth 
make you free ! free from the prevalence of unbe- 
lief, the dominion of fin, and the oppreffion of for- 
row !—Give glory to God for opening the eyes of 
your mind, and bringing you to the riches of Chrift. 
Take to yourfelf the comfort of this ineftimable 
bleffing, and by no means rejeht your own mercy. 
Pray do not harbour hard thoughts concerning the 
blefled God, nor cheriffi defponding apprehenfions 
concerning yourfelf, though always frail, and in e- 
very refpeft imperfect.— The great and good fa- 
ther of our fpirits knows whereof we are made ; he 
remembers that we are but duft ; and will not be 
extreme to mark what is done amifs.—Extreme to 
mark ! fo far from it, that to thofe who feek him 
in fincerity, feek him through his dear Son, he is 
tender and compaffionate beyond all imagination. 
“ As a Father pitieth his own children, io is the 
Lord merciful unto them that fear him,” Pfal. ciii. 
13. And “ as a mother comforteth her fon, fo 
will the Lord thy God comfort thee,” If. Ixvi. 13. 
Since we want loving-kindnefs and mercy to follow 
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us all the days of our life, blefled, for ever blefled, 
be the God of heaven, in thefe he delighteth, Jer. 
ix. 24. 

O ! “ call thy burden upon the Lord,” fays the 
Holy Spirit. Caft it upon the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
This is an art which the Chriltian fhould be diligent 
to learn, and watchful to practife. Chriil is a Sa- 
viour, but we neglect to make ufe of him : we are 
come to him, but we forget to walk in him.—When 
guilt accufes us, or guilt overtakes us, inftantly let 
us fly to Chrift, as the Ifraelites, when wounded, 
looked to the brazen ferpent. There, let us fay, 
there is the propitiation for this abominable fin. For 
this, and for all my other iniquities, his heart was 
pierced, and his blood fpilt. The vials of wrath, 
due to my provocations, were poured upon that 
fpotlefs vi<Tim ; and by his ftripes I am healed.— 
If our obedience is deplorably defective, fo that we 
are fometimes ready to cry out with the prophet, 
“ My Jeannefs ! my leannefs; wo is me let us 
turn our thoughts to the great Mediator’s righte- 
oufnefs ; this is confummate and divine ; this was 
wrought out for us ; this is imputed to us ; in this 
all the feed of Ifrael (hall be juftified, and in this 
fhould they glory.—If your prayers are dull and lan- 
guid, remember the interceffion of Chrift. He ever 
appears in the prefence of God for you ; and how 
can your caufe mifcarry, which has fuch an advo- 
cate ? If the poor widow was heard, even by the 
unjuft judge ; fhall not the dearly-beloved Son of 
God prevail, when he makes interceflion to a moft 
gracious Father?, a Father, who loves both him 
and his people.-^-If you want_ repentance, want 
faith, want holinefs, Chrift is exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, and to give all thefe defirable blef- 
fings. He has afcended up on high, has led capti- 
vity captive, and received gifts, fpiritual gifts, for 
men, yea, even for his enemies, for the rebellious. 
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It is his office to beftow thefe precious graces on 
poor finners ; and he is as ready to execute this of- 
fice, as the mother is ready to adminifter the breaft 
to a fucking child.—Do you read the fcriptures ? 
Still keep Chrift in view. When dreadful threat- 
enings occur, fay, Thefe I deferved ; but Chrift has 
bore them in my (lead. When rich promifes are 
made, fay, Of thefe I am unworthy ; but my Re- 
deemer’s worthinefs is my plea ; he has purchafed 
them for me by his merits. All the promifes of 
God are yea and amen (fure and certain to the be- 
lieving foul) in Chrift Jefus. 

To make fuch a perpetual application of Chrift, 
is to eat his ilefti, and drink his blood. Thus may 
you, may I, may all my dear people be enabled to 
pafs the time of our fojourning here below ! deriv- 
ing our whole fpiritual life, our pardon and fanc- 
tincation, our hope, and our joy, from that inex- 
hauftible fountain of all good.—Though I am not 
with you in perfon, I am often with you in fpirit; 
and daily commit you to the great ihepherd and 
Biftiop of fouls; who is ten thoufand thoufand 
times more condefcending, compaffionate, and 
faithful, than 

Your truly-affedlionate friend, 
James H e r v e y. 

LETTER LXXX. 
v 

Dear , 

I Received your kind letter, and am glad to find, 
that you and Mrs. —, and Mrs. —, often meet 

together, and like the people mentioned by the pro- 
phet, fpeak one to another of the things of God. 
Oh ! let us exhort one another to faith, to love, and 
to good works; and fo much the more, as we fee 
the day, the day of eternal judgement, approaching. 
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Ere long we fhall hear the fhout of the archangel, 
and the trump of God. Oh ! let us imitate the wife 
Virgins, and get oil in our lamps, true grace in our 
hearts ; that we may be prepared for our Lord’s fe- 
cund coming, and not dread, but love his appear- 
ing. 

My departure from Northampton was fudden and 
unexpected. Could I have feen my people, and gi- 
ven them my parting advice, it fliould have been in 
the words of that good man Barnabas, who exhort- 
ed all the difciples, that with purpoie of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord. _ 

•Cleave, my dear friends, to the Lord Jefus 
Clirift •, cleave to his word : let the word of Chrift 
dwell in you richly, and be your meditation all the 
day long. Let the Bible, that ineftimable book, be 
often in your hands, and its precious truths be ever 
in your thoughts. Thus let us fit, with holy Mary 
at the feet of Jefus; and I hope, we fhall experi- 
ence his word to drop as the rain, and diftil as the 
dew. 

Cleave to his merits.—Fly to his divine blood for 
pardon j it is the fountain opened for fin, and for 
uncleannefs. It purges from all guilt, takes away 
all fin ; and, bleffed be God, it is always open, al- 
ways free of accefs.—Fly to his righteoufnefs. Let 
us renounce our own, and rely on his obedience. 
What unprofitable fervants are we! how llothful in 
our whole life! how imperfect in every work !—But 
as for Chrift, his work is perfedb ; it is complete, 
and infinitely meritorious. In this {hall all the feed 
of Iirael, all the true believers be juftified, and in 
this fhall they glory. 

Cleave to his Spirit.—Seek for the divine Spirit; 
cry mightily to God for the divine Spirit. Let 
them that have it, pray, that they may have it more 
abundantly, and be even filled with the Spirit. This 
blefied Spirit reveals Chrift, ftrengthens faith, quick- 
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ens love, and purifies the heart. Chrift died to ob- 
tain this Spirit for us ; he intercedes for us that we 
may receive it; and his heavenly Father, for his 
fake, has promifed to give the Holy Spirit to thofe 
who alk it. He has promifed (O! glorious privilege!) 
to give it more readily than a parent gives bread 
to a hungry child. 

Cleave to his example.—Stixly his holy life, eye 
his unblameable condudf, obferve his amiable tem- 
pers^ look to his heavenly pattern, as thofe that 
learn to write, look to their copy : and God grant, 
that we all, beholding with open face the glory of 
the Lord, may be changed into the fame image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord ! 

Thus let us cleave to Chrift the Lord :—cleave 
with full purpofe of heart, inceftantly, clofely, in- 
feparably. Let us fay with our father Jacob, 1 will 
not let thee go. Let us imitate the Syrophcenician 
woman, whom no difcouragcments could divert 
from her purpofe. Temptations, difficulties, all 
the affimlts of our enemy, ffiould make us haften to, 
and abide in the ftrong-hold, the city of re.fuge : 
And he has promifed, “ I will never leave thee, 
nor forfake thee.” He will gather us with his 
arm, and lay us in his bofom. He will guide 
us by his grace, and receive us into his glory.— 
There, in thofe happy, happy manfions, may we, 
and many, very many, of my dear dock meet, and 
never be parted more !—This is the heart’s defire 
and the daily prayer of 

Their and your truly-affeftionate friend, &c. 

L ,E T T E R LXXXI. 

Dear , _ / 1 7 51 • 
AND are you very weak ? is ficknefs in the cham- 

ber, and death at the door ?—Come then, let 
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us both fit down with diflblution and eternity in 
view; and encourage one another from the word, 
the precious word of God. I have as much need 
of fuch confolations as you, my dear friend,and may, 
perhaps, have occafion to ufe them as foon. 

What is there formidable in death, which our e- 
ver-blefi'ed Redeemer has not taken away ?—Do the 
pangs of diflblution alarm us ? fnould they be (harp, 
they cannot be very long ; and our exalted Lord, 
with whom are the ifi'ues of death, knows whftt dy- 
ing agonies mean. He has faid, in the multitude of 
his tender mercies, ‘ Fear thou not, for I am with 
‘ thee : be not difmayed, for I am thy God : I will 
‘ (Lengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will 
( uphold thee with the right hand of my righteouf- 
‘ nefs,’ If. xli. 10. This promife authoriles us to 
fay boldly, ‘ Yea, though I walk through the valley 
‘ of the fhadow of death, I will fear no evil : for 
* thou art with me, thy rod and thy ftaff comfort 
‘ me,’ Pfal. xxviii. 4. 

Are we afraid to-enter into a {{.range, invifible, 
unknown world ?—It is the world, into which our 
divine Mafter is gone ; where he has prepared ever- 
lafting manfions * for his people, and has appoint- 
ed his angels to condubt us thither.—Having fuch 
a convoy, what ihould we dread ? and going to our 
eternal home, where our all-bountiful Redeemer is, 
why fhould we be relublant ? 

Are we concerned, on account of what we leave ? 
We leave the worfe, to pofiefs the better. If we 
leave our earthly friends, we fhall find more loving 
companions. We fhall be admitted among the ‘ in- 
‘ numerable company of angels, and to the general 
‘ allembly of the church of the firlt-born, that are 
‘ written in heaven’. •{-—Do we leave the ordinances 
of religion, which we have attended with great de- 

t J0'1^ xiv. a.—Luke >tvi. S2. f Heb. xii. 22, 23. 
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light ? leave the word of God, which has been 
fweeter to our fouls than honey to our mouths ? 
We (hall enter into the temple, not made with 
hands, and join that happy choir, who refts not 
day nor night, faying, ‘ Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
‘ God almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.* 
—And if our Bible is no more, we {hall have all 
that is promifed, we {hall behold all that is deferib- 
cd therein. If we drop the map of our heavenly 
Canaan, it will be to take polTellion of its blifsful 
territories. ‘ That city has no need of the fun, nei- 
< ther of the moon, to fhine in it; for the glory of 
« God does lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
‘ thereof.’ f—O, my friend! blefled, for ever blef- 
fed, be the grace of our God, and the merits of his 
Chrift ! We lhall exchange the fcanty ftream for 
the boundlefs ocean ; and if we no longer pick the 
firft ripe grapes, wc (hall gather the copious, the 
abounding, the never-ending vintage. 

Do we fear the guilt of our innumerable fins ?— 
Adored be the inexpreffible loving-kindnefs of God 
our Saviour ! Our fins have been puniihed in the 
blefied Jefus ; ‘ The Lord laid on him the iniquity 
* of us all. | He his own felf bare our fins, in his 
« own body on the tree. || So that there is no con- 
‘ demnation to them that are in Chrift Jefus. J O ! 
that we may be enabled, with the apoftle, to make 
our boaft of this Saviour, and triumph in this faith! 
« Who {hall lay any thing to the charge of God’s e- 
‘ left ? It is God that juftifieth ; who is he that con- 
« demneth ? It is Chrift that died, yea rather that is 
‘ rifen again, who is even at the right hand of God ; 
f who alfo maketh interceflion for us-’ 

Is judgement the thing that we fear ?—To the 
pardoned {inner it has nothing terrible. The Lord 
Jefus, who keeps his fervants from falling, ‘ prefents 

* Rev. Iv. 8. t R v. Jtxi. 2J. { Ira. 'in. * 
II l Pet. ii. 24- + Ronl- vili* r- 
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them alfo faultlefs before the prefence of his glory 
with exceeding joy.* Obferve the fweet expreffions, 
prefents faultlefs,—and with exceeding joy. Juftly 
therefore does the apoftle reckon it among the pri- 
vileges of the Chriftians, that they are come to God 
the Judge of all :f for the Judge is our friend, the 
Judge is our advocate, the Judge is our propitia- 
tion, the Judge is our righteoufnefs. And is it not 
a privilege to come to fuch a Judge, as will not fo 
much as mention our iniquities to us, but condef- 
cend to take notice of our poor unworthy fervices ; 
wrho fits on the great tribunal, not to pafs the fen- 
tence of damnation upon us, but to give us a re- 
ward ;—a reward of free grace, and of inconceiva- 
ble richnefs ? 

Let me conclude with thofe charming words of 
the evangelical prophet, ‘ Comfort ye, comfort ye, 
* my people, faith your God. Speak you com- 
‘ fortably to Jerufalem, and cry unto her, that 
* her warefare is accomplilhed, that her iniqui- 
‘ ty is pardofted ; for her Redeemer, her all-graci- 
* ous Redeemer, hath received of the Lord’s hand 
* double for all her fins. ’H May the God of our life 
and falvation make thefe fcriptures be unto us, as 
a ftaff in the traveller’s hand, and as a cordial to 
the fainting heart, that we may be ftrong in the 
faith of our Lord Jefus Chrilt; that we may glorify 
him in death, and glorify him for deatjf; becaufe 
death will introduce us into his immediate prefence, 
where we lhall be forrowful no more, finful no 
more, at. a diftauce no more ; but be joyful, and be 
like our Lord ; love him with all our fouls, praife 
him to all eternity.—Let us then be of good cheer ; 
foon incur heavenly Jerufalem we'fhall meet a- 
gain. Cecaufe God is faithful, inviolably faithful, 
and infinitely merciful, who hath promifed,—pro- 

* Jude ver. 24. | Heb. xii. 13. (] If. XI. r, 2. 

A a 

V 



i3o A COLLECTION Let. 82. 
mifed to you, and promifed to your affectionate 
friend, &c. 

P. S. My kindeft refpects to Mr. —, and Mrs.' 
—; bid them be of good courage, and go on their: 

way rejoicing, for their Redeemer is mighty, his; 
merits are unfpeakable, and his love is unchange • 
able.—My moil; refpectful compliments wait upon: 
Mr. — and Mrs.— What a pleafure ffiould I think 
it, was I able to execute tlie miniiterial office, to; 
bring home to their parlours the glad tidings of an 
all-fufficient Saviour, as well as to preach them in 
the pulpit ! Polly, I hope, loves her Bible ; may 
the word of Chrill dwell in her richly ; and may he 
be with your father and mother, now they are old 
and grey-headed. 

LETTER LXXXII. 

Dear , 

I Hope, this will find you a little better in your 
health ; but, if it fhould find you in a weak and 

languilhing condition, I hope a gracious God will 
fanftify what it contains, to the comfort of your 
foul. 

Often confider, if you die, you will leave a world i 
full of fin; a condition full of frailty, ignorance, 
and mifery ; a body that has long been a heavy bur- 
then, a fore clog, both to your fervices, and to i 
your comforts : and why fhould any one be greatly 
unwilling to leave fuch a ftate ?—If you die, you 1 
will go into an unknown world ; but the comfort is* ! 
you have a kind and faithful friend gone thither be- ! 
fore; Jefus Chrift, your belt friend, and the lover 
of your foul, is Lord of that unfeen world. Jo-f 
feph’s brethren were not afraid to go down into L- 1 
gypt, when they knew that their dear brother was 
governor of the country. And fince your moll; 
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nerciful Saviour is ruler of the invifible world, be 
rot afraid to leave the body, and depart thither. It 
s faid, the fpirit of old Jacob revived, when he faw 
he waggon fent to carry him to his beloved fon : 
ind the poor languilhing believer may look upon 
leath, as the waggon fent by Jefus Chrift, to bring 
ris foul home to heaven. 

But after death comes judgement, and this is ter- 
ible.—Confider, who is the Judge. Was the fa- 
her that begat you, was the mother that bare you, 
ir the friend that is as your own foul; was any one 
if thefe to be the judge, and to pafs the fentence, you 
a'ould not be apprehenfive of rigorous proceedings, 
rou would expedf all poflible clemency. Mercy, in 
:his cafe, would rejoice againfl judgement.—But, to 
aur unfpeakable comfort, we are informed by the 
Scriptures, that a glorious perfon, far more merci- 
ful than a father, far more compafiionate than a 
mother, far more afFe£Honate than a friend, is to 
iecide our doom ; even the Lord Jefus Chrift, who 
loved us with an everlafting love; who declares, 
:hat a woman may forget her fucking child, much 
fooner than he forget to be merciful to thofe that 
put their trull in him : for thus it is written, ‘ God 
' hath appointed a day, in which he will judge the 
[ world in righteoufnefs, by that man whom he hath 
'ordained, even Jefus Chrift,’ Ads xvii. 31. 

The Judge calls himfelf our hulband, the bride- 
groom of poor believing fouls. And will the bride- 
groom deliver to deftrudion his own bride, whom 
ie has bought with his blood, and with whom he 
has made an everlafting covenant ? If. liv. 5. 

The Judge vouchfafes to be our advocate. And 
will he condemn thofe for whom lie has long inter- 
ceded .-Will he condemn thofe for whom he pour- 
ed out his prayers when he was on earth, and 011 
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whofc behalf he has conftantly pleaded in the pre 
fence of God ? i John ii. i. 

The Judge condefcends to be our head, and call 
the weakeft believers his members. And did eve 
any one hate his own body ? Did ever any one dt 
light to maim, or take pleafure to ruin his ow 
flyfh, and his bones? Col. i. 18. i Cor. xii.. 27. 

The Judge has been our viftim, the facrince fo 
our fins. And will he confign thofe to damnatior 
for whom he endured the agonies of crucifixion 
If he has given himfelf for us, will he not with th 
gift freely give us all things ? give us pardon at ths 
awful day ? give us the crown of glory, which fad 
eth not away ? Heb. ix. 14, 26. 

Farther, to confirm your faith, and eftablilh you 
hope, it will be proper to confider, what you hav 
to plead. The proud Pharifee made his abftainin 
from grofs iniquities, and his punctuality in fom 
external performances, his plea. The blinded Jew 
went about to eftablifh their own righteoufnefs, an 
depended on this broken reed for acceptance.- 
But we have a furer foundation, whereon to buil 
otir comfortable expectations. 

If arraigned on the foot of guilt; great guilt 
manifold guilt; aggravated guilt; long-contra£te 
guilt -, we have an atonement to plead, a facrifice c 
unknown value, a propitiation glorious and divim 
We have the blood of the Lamb to plead; bloo 
that taketh away not one fin, or a few fins, or a mu 
titude of fins o'nly •, but (O delightful truth !) tak 
eth away all, all, all fins. Yes, it taketh away a 
fins from the believer, be they ever fo numerous 
all fins, be they ever fo heinous, 1 John i. 7. Re’ 
1. 5 

Should the law take us by the throat, and mak 
that fevere demand, Pay me that thou owed.—It 
paid, wre reply, by our divine Surety. An inca 
nate God has been obedient in our dead. In tf 
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(Lord, the Lord Redeemer, have we righteoufnefs. 
And can the law infill on a more excellent fatisfac- 
ition ? Does not this magnify the law, and make it 
^honourable ? By the obedience of one (this is Chrilt) 
ifiiall many be made righteous, If. xlv. 24. Rom. 
v. 19. 

Should it further be urged, without holinefs no 
man fhall fee the Lord :—Is not holinefs the thing 
that we have longed for ? It is true, we have not 
(attained to holinefs ; fpotlefs and undefiled holi- 
aefs ; neither could we, in the regions of tempta- 

tion, and in a body of corruption. But has not 
jur guilt been our forrow, and our indwelling fin 
jur heaviell crofs ? Have we not groaned under our 
remaining iniquities, and been burthened with a 
enfe of our failings ? And are not thefe groanings 
he firll-fruits of the Spirit ? Are not thefe the work 
)f thy own grace, blefled Lord ? and wilt thou not 
ronfummate in heaven, what thou haft thus begun 
ipon earth ?—Do we not defire heaven, chiefly be- 
raufe in thofeblefled manfions we lhall fin no more; 
vc fhall oiFend our God no more ; be no more for- 
getful of a dying Saviour; no more difobedient to 
he motions of a fanctifying Spirit ? And lhall we 
>e difappoiuted of this hope (—It cannot, it cannot 
»e-—They that hunger and thirft after righteouf- 
tefs, are not filled, while they abide in the flelh ; 
herefore there remaineth the accompliihment of 
his promife, they will afiuredly awake up after the 
ikenefs of their Lord, at the great refurreclion day, 
nd, in another world, be fully, everialtingly fatis- 
ied with it. 

I mull now come to a conclufion :—But I cannot 
onclude without wifhing you all joy and peace in 
relieving.—Though your fltfli and your heart fail, 
pay God be the ftrength of your heart, and your 
tortion for ever ! I daily, I frequently make men- 
.on of you in my prayers ; and, what is better than 

A a 3 
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all, the dearly-beloved of the Father remembers you 
now he is in his kingdom. 

I am 
Your very affe&ionate friend, &c. 

LETTER LXXXIII. 

The following letter was fent to the preachert by a 
cottager in a country-village ; and is here printed, to 
Jhew how thankfully the poor receive the preaching 
of the gofpel, and to preferve fo remarkable and ufeful 
a letter from perijhing. 

Reverend Sir, 

I Humbly beg your pardon, for prtfuming to 
write to you. Being one of your hearers, I was 

very much affe£Ied with your good fermons, hav- 
ing known and experienced the truth of them, viz. 
That perfons mult be convinced of their undone 
ftate by nature, and brought into a Hate of con- 
cern or felf-condemnation, before they will feek and 
earnefly defire the knowledge of Chrift crucified.— . 
To one who feels tire condemning power of the 
Law, Chrilt is precious.—Such have tafted thebit- 
ternefs of fin •, for till then, they are alive without 
the law, as St. Paul faith, Rom. vii. 9. not feeing 
that the law requires obedience, and that 
THEIRS at the very belt is very imperfect.—Hence 
the bell of us in our carnal Hate are Hriving to be 
juftified by our own works; yea, though we can- 
not but know that we often break the laws of God, 
Rom. iii. 20. and 28. 

But then we think, it is true I am a finner, and 
there is none without fin ; thus we do prefume up- 
on our feeming obedience, not confidering how 
great a change, mufi be wrought upon our foul by 
repentance j and that we mult be united to Chrilt 
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by faith, and partake-of bis likenefs, without which, 
Chriit, as to us, is dead in vain, (Gal. ii. 21.) And 
when the Holy Spirit has convinced us of our mife- 
ry by fin, (John xvi. b.) and need of Chriit; then ri- 
tually, we are thinking to do fomething topurchafe 
an intereft in him; not confidering we mull be 
humble /applicants at his feet, waiting for every thing 
we want at the throne of grace, as repentance, par- 
don, fan£tification, redemption, as purchafed by 
him : eternal life is the gift of God, (Rom. vi. 
23-) . 

It is the humbled perfon who will accept of Chriit, 
in all his offices, not only as a prielt to atone for fin, 
but alfo as a prophet to teach, and a king to rule o- 
ver him, and fubdue all his fins.—The covenant of 
grace anfwers all our wants ; there is not only mer- 
cy to pardon, but alfo grace to fnnclify, and renew 
our nature. It is the humbled believer, who can 
fincerely fay, ‘ Chriit is the power of God unto 
* falvation, (Rom. i. 16.) 

And now I think nothing more needful than for 
clergymen to preach as you do ; for though Chrilti- 
anity is generally profeffed amonglt us, yet many 

. feem as unconcerned about thefe things, as if there 
were no fuch truths in the gofpel.—This is the way 
of preaching, which has ever been molt effe£tual to 
the converting of finners; and may the bleffed Spirit 
attend the word preached, ‘ purifying the hearts of 
‘ your hearerg by faith,’ (Acts xv. 9.)—That the 
righteoufnefs of Chriit, accepted and applied to 
themfelves by a lively faith, may intitle them to 
heaven, (Rom. v. 19.); and, that their/«mv, though 
imperfeft obedience, may evidence their title to be 
true and real, is the hearty defire of, 

Reverend Sir, 
Your molt humble fervant. 

To true believers, the law is fet forth as a rule 
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of manners, not as a law of condemnation, for there 
is no condemnation to them who are in Chrift Je- i 
fus, Rom. viii. 1. 6.; or, in other words, thofe 
who love Chrift, love his commandments, as kind 
rules of life, not obeying (like legal people) with re- 
Iu£tance, and out of fear being punifhed.)( There 
is not, perhaps, a greater or more important truth, 
than that in proportion as our faith in the Redeem- 
er, evidenced by our works, increafes, fo our fear 
of death proportionably decreafes. 

YOU need make no excufe for recommending 
Mr. in his diftrefled condition. I am 

pleafed to fee you fo tenderly concerned for a bro- 
ther's welfare; and I am glad you have ufed the 
freedom of applying to me; feeing divine Provi- 
dence has put it in my power to help a difciple, a 
child, a member of Chrift. I purpofed to have gi- 
ven him—, and to haver lent him three ; nor fhould 
I have been very rigorous in exadting the debt, pro- 
\rided there was but little ability to repay. But left 
the fear of not being able to repay, fhould create 
anxiety in an honeft heart, and lelfen the comfort 
of a feafonable fupply, I make him a prefent of the 
whole ; heartily wifhing, that the fame gracious 
God, who inclined a ftranger’s heart to beftow it, 
may alfo profper his endeavours to improve it. And 
if he often calls to remembrance that almighty pow- 
er and goodnefs which made a few drops of oil at 
the bottom of a crufe, and a little handful of meal 
that was the gleaning of the barrel, a lafting fupport 
to the prophet, and to the poor widow and her fon, 
I doubt not but that he will be enabled to fix his de- 
pendence upon the fame everlafting Father, for 

LETTER LXXXIV. 

Dr, 
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needful fuccefs in trading. So that, by God’s blef- 
fing, I hope, this little ftock, frugally managed, 
may, through his kind Providencfc, put him in a 
way of procuring neceffaries in this wildemefs, till 
he comes to the fulnefs of the heavenly Canaan. 

I think every inflance of kindnefs fhewn to us, or 
exercifed by ns, fhould enlarge our apprehenfions 
of the divine benevolence. "What is a grain of duft 
to the whole earth ? what is a drop of water to the 
great ocean ? or what are a few days to the count- 
lefs ages of eternity ? Lefs, unfpeakably lefs is all 
created kindnefs, compared with the boundlefs 
goodnefs of God in Chrift Jefus. For by him we 
have accefs to the Father, being reconciled by his 
blood fhed on the crofs. We are adopted and re- 
ceived into the church, whereof Chrift is the. head. 
Being thus in the favour of God, he delighteth in 
hearing the prayer of faith, which thofe who be- 
lieve in Chrilt daily put up to the throne of grace. 
O ! how great is his loving kindnefs and tender 
mercy ! He is exalted, that he may have mercy up- 
on all that call upon him in (incerity and truth. He 
waiteth to be gracious. He giveth liberally, and up- 
braideth not for paft ingratitude and great unwor- 
thinefs. Oh! how great are thefe bleflings, in compa- 
rifon of which, filver is as clay, and gold as the mire 
of theflreets. He giveth grace and glory,and no good 
thing will he withhold from them who live a godly 
life •, from them who are acceptod in the beloved, 
and love him who firft loved them. I fhall add that 
charming declaration of the beloved difciple, and 
earneftly wifh that we may learn by happy experi- 
ence, and feel in our fouls, what it means,—“ We 
have known and believed the love that God hath to 
us.” Let me beg my dear friends to remember, at 
the throne of grace, 

Your affedionate friend, &c. 

t. 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

Dear Sifter, 

I Have taken my pen in hand to write ; but what 
fhall be the fubjedl ? News I have none, or, if 

I had, my brother would communicate it, in his 
converfation.—Let me imitate a royal example. It 
was once faid by a renowned king, My fong fhall 
be of mercy and judgement: of the fame let my let- 
ter treat. The former was very lately the topic of 
fome agreeable difeourfe witli a young gentleman. 
—We obferved, how neceflary it is, to be firmly 
perfuaded of tire infinitely rich mercies of God in 
Chrift Jefus. This will make us delight to think of 
him, and encourage us to fly to him. Whereas, if 
we have a jealoufy, that he bears us ill-will, or de- 
figns our ruin, we cannot take pleafure in him, or 
place our confidence in him. Therefore the con- 
defeending God has given us repeated and folemn 
afluratices of his pity, his grace, his tender mercy 
in Chrill Jefus. 

Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. * He makes it his very name. 
Intimating, that a man may forget his own name, 
before the blefled God can ceafe to be merciful to 
them that fear him. 

Ezek. xxxiii. 7, ix.f He confirms his divine 
* Ami the Lord paffed by before him, and proclaimed. The 

Lord, the L^rd God, merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, 
and abundant in goodnefs and truth, keep ng mercy for thou— 
fands, forgiving iniquity, and tranigreflion, and iin, and that 
wii! by no means clear the guiity; viCting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon tlie children, and upon the chi dren’s children, 
unto the third nndto file fourth generation. 

j- 80 thou, O fon of man, 1 have fet thee a watchman unto 
the houfe of Ifrael ; tiierefore thou (halt hear the word at my 
mouth, and warn them from me. Say unto them, As I me, 
faith the Lord God, 1 have no pleafure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way, and live : turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O houle 
of Ifrael? 
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good-will to us by an oath. He fwears by his very 
life, that he defires our happinefs, and feeks our 
falvation. Here are two immutable things, the 
name, and the oatli of God. Can we have Wrong- 
er confirmation of his loving-kindnefs ? 

I think, if it be poflible, we have He has fo 
loved us, faith the fcripture.—How hath he lov- 
ed us ? So, as no words, no not of his own all- 
wife Spirit can exprefs ; nothing but the unfpeaka- 
bly-precious efFefts : fo as to furfender his own Son 
to die, that we might live ; to be made fubjeft to 
the law, that we by his obedience might be made 
righteous ; to become a curfe, that we might inhe- 
rit the bleffing. Read what the wife of Manoah very 
juftly alledges, and apply it to the point before us, 
Judges xiii 23. •, # for I can no more : I hear the 
coach coming to carry me out on a vifit. 

Yours, &c. See. 

LETTER LXXXVI. 

My dear Friend, 

I AM glad to find that the beloved traveller call- 
ed at your houfe, and gave you fo much of his 

company. Cold as the weather was, did not your 
heart burn within you ? burn with zeal and love for 
that all glorious God, whom he (excellent man !) 
fo faithfully ferves in the gofpel of his Son ? 

May Mrs. — increafe in humility, be more con- 
vinced of guilt, more fenfible of depravity ! and 
then ihe will grow in every other grace. Proud 
minds fuffer the curfe, imprecated on the mountains 

* Hut his wife faid unto him. If the Lord were pleaftd to 
k; 1 us. he would not hav, received a burnt offer.and a 
mear offer.ng at our hands, neither would he have Ihe»ed us 
a I thefe things, n.ir would, as at this time, have told us fuch 
things as tliele. 
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of Gilboa; while humble fouls are like the valleys 
fpread forth by the rivers, or as a field which the 
Lord hath blefled. 

I think you Ihould not have {hewn her the free re- 
mark which I made ; it was well meant, and {he 
is well difpofed, but human nature is very, very de- 
praved. And perhaps there is no greater inftance 
of it, than our pronenefs to take offence at the leaft 
difparaging hint; nay, fometimes to fancy ourfelves 
wronged, if we are not extolled to the fkies. I hear- 
tily wifh, the bleffed Jefus may give this young la- 
dy the ornament of a meek and humble fpirit; that 
being lowly in her own eyes, fhe may be exalted by 
the great God. 

I fee fo much indigence, and fo many diftreffed 
objects, that I begrudge myfelf all unnecefiary dif- 
burfements of money. Who would indulge too 
much, even in innocent and elegant amufements, 
and thereby leffen his ability to relieve, to cherilh, 
and comfort the Lord Jefus, in his affli&ed mem- 
bers ? 

I wilh you could have preached at Collingtree. 
My poor people long for the fincere milk of the 
word. You would have a congregation all of them 
honouring you, moft of them attentive to you, and 
many of them edified by you.—It grieves me, it 
pains me at my very foul, that I am difmified, or 
rather cut off, from the honourable and delightful 
fervice of the miniftry.—But to be refigned, per- 
haps, is better than to labour ; and an adoring fub- 
miffion, for me at leaft, more proper, than a zealous 
application. O ! may I bow my head, and dutiful- 
ly ftand in the lot, which the almighty Sovereign 
pleafes to aflign ! 

Ever yours, &c. 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 

191 

My dear Friend, London, Saturday Night. 

I Congratulate you ofl^—’s recovery. Wljy do 
you call her — ? ’Tis a ftrong temptation to 

vanity. She mull be deeply ballafted with humi- 
lity, not to be puffed up at fuch a title ; which afli- 
milates her to one of the molt lovely and accom- 
plifhed charaifters that ever was defcribed. 

O ! that we all may be recovered from that le- 
thargic indolence, which deadens our attention to 
the oiie thing needful !—What a God have we ! 
how immcnfely glorious ! and how little do we re- 

j verence him !—What a Saviour ! how unutterably 
1 gracious ! and how little do we love him !—What 
. promifes ! how inviolably faithful ! yet how feeble 
|is our affiance in them!—What a heaven! how 
tranfcendently delightful! yet how languid are our 
defires of it !—O ! that the blefled, blefied Redeem- 
er, may baptize us with the Holy^Ghoff, as with a 

1 flaming, fire ! to quicken, animate, and kindle into 
a glow of devotion, thefe benumbed fouls of tfurs! 
—I muff add no more, only that I am with great 
fincerity, though in great hafte. 

Inviolably yours, &c. 

LETTER LXXXVIII. 

My dear Friend, 

"T AM furprifed at what you fay, relating to dear 
jJL —• What evil hath he done, or wherein has 
jjhe offended, that difelleem fliould be his lot ? Yet 
; what are fucli inltances of contempt, compared with 
tthe reproaches and infults offered to the all-glorious 
Redeemer r God, I truft, will blefs his fev mon, 

iand fo muclx the more, as it is regarded by fome 
Bb 

it ' ;' t ■ ' 
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people with an evil eye. Oh ! what a comfortable 
confideration is it, that the fuccefs of our difcourfes 
depends not upon our own ability, which is as no- 
thing ; depends not upon the favour of men, which 
is very capricious ; but depends wholly upon the in- 
fluence of that almighty Spirit, whofe prefence is 
unlimited, and power uncontrollable ! 

My father had engaged Mr. — to fupply at Col- 
lingtree : 1 hope he grows in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour jefus Chrift. 

Adieu ! my dear friend, adieu ! 

LETTER LXXXIX. 

SIR, London, Feb. 23. 

MR. — and Mr. — may -have tried, and may 
repeat their attempts, to alienate the affec- 

tions of my Collingtree hearers. I am under no con- 
cern with regard to myfelf.—Fragili cupiens illidere 
dentem, offendet folido—wrill, I believe, be the if- 
fue of their endeavours. I am only forry for the 
people’s fake, that they fhould fquander away their 
minifterial talents, and minifterial labours, to fo 
poor a purpofe. Let them be more incefiant in 
warning every man, and teaching every man, that 
they may prefent every man perfebb in Chrift Jefus. 
■—Thus let them feek to win their aftebbions, and 
I do rejoice, yea and will rejoice, in their fuccefs. 
Dear Sir, the way to fecure the love of others, is, 
to love them, to pray for them, and with a Mulling 
afliduity to fet forward their true happinefs. This, 
whenever I M'as amongft them, my people will con- 
fefs, I did not ceafe to do. And the God of hea- 
ven knows, I daily bear them on my heart, and of- 
ten recommend them to the tendtreft mercies of our 
everlafting Father. Never, therefore, be apprehen- 
iive of my lofing either their efteem M’ith regard to 
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my conduct, or their aiVecdion with regard to my 
perfon. O ! that their precious fouls were as firm- 
ly united to Chrift, as their favourable opinion is 
fecured to me !—Well, Ihould neighbours under- 
mine us, and friends forfake us, the adorable and 
all-condefcending God is faithful. He changeth 
not. His word of grace endureth for ever. He; 
loves his people with an everlafting love. And O! 
what worms, what dull, what mere nothings, are 
all men,are all creatures,before that infinitely-bleffed 
Author of all perfection! What a fenfe had the pfal- 
mift of this weightytruth, when he poured forth that 
rapturcusexclamation, ‘ AVhom have I in heaven but 
1 thee ? and there is none, there is nothing on earth, 
‘ that I defire in comparifon of thee 1’ May this, 
my dear friend, be the continual language of your 
heart; and of his,,who hopes to be, both in time 
and to eternity,—affectionately yours, &c. 

LETTER XC 

Dear Mr. Nison, IVeJijef. morning. Miles’s-lane. 

YOUR obliging letter found me at my brother’s 
in Miles’s-lane, where I propofe to abide to 

the end of the week: and here your entertaining 
and improving company would be a favour, not to 
myfelf pnly, but to the whole family. 

I am indebted to your good-nature, for fo can- 
didly accepting the final! but free cbfervation, made 
in my la(t. I am going to run myfelf farther in 
debt, by propofing to your cohfide’ration, what new 
occurs to my thoughts.—The inclofed queries I fub- 
mit entirely to your judgment, and from your de- 
termination (hall make no appeal. 

I have read Elihu ; and very much admire his 
zeal for that mod comfortable doctrine, the righte- 
oufnefs of our Lord Jefus Chriftj imputed to finners 

Bb 2 
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for their juftification. I highly honour alfo his dif- 
tinguifhed veneration for tliat incomparably ex- 
cellent book, the Bible. Surely, his works will be 
a means of caufing the ftudy of thofe ^oy/x (coflx to 
revive. Don’t you think, the ftyle is mafculine, 
and the manner enlivened ?—As to the Hutchinfo- 
nian peculiarities, I don’t pretend to be a compet- 
ent judge, and dare not peremptorily condemn them. 
Yet they feem to be fo very finely fpun, and to have 
fo large an alloy of fancy, that I know not how to 
admit them for ilerling truth.—I am truly concern- 
ed to hear of Mr. —’s and his lady’s illnefs. Dear 
Sir, what a fading flower is health, and what an ex- 
piring vapour is life ! May yon be an inftrument 
of bringing fouls to the knowledge of the adorable 
God, and to the faith of Jefus Chrift whom he 
hath fent; then they will, in another flate of things, 
pofl’efs a vigour that is fubjefl; to no decay, and en- 
joy that life that knows no end. 

I am, dear Sir, your obliged and 
affe£Honate friend, &c. 

P. S. Is “ lively oracles” an exaft tranflation of 
the above-mentioned Greek claufe ? 

LETTER XCI. 

My dear Friend, London, March 28. 175 I. 

YOU depend, you fay, upon my promife: and 
fee, how readily it is performed.—And if 

you depend on the execution of a promife from a 
frail, frail creature ; will you not much more expect 
accomplifhments of promifes, made by that adora- 
ble Being, ‘ whole counfels of old are faithfulnefs 
t alKl truth !’ O ! that we may not difhonour God’s 
goodnefs, difparage his veracity, and depretiate his 
dear Son’s unfpeakable merits, by unbelief, bafe, 
vile, deftrudtive unbelief ! 
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I have not an opportunity of communicating 

your news to our dear friend. He has left London. 
—It is not known when he will return. He is not 
expefted, till fome months are expired ; and who 
knowSj how many, may be gone into eternity, before 
that period is arrived ! 

You alk, how it fares with my health ? You may 
remember, that I have more than once anfwered 
fuch an inquiry with filence ; for I don’t like to be 
upon the complaining firing, and I cannot fay, my 
health is either reftored, or improved. When your 
letter came (not till Tuefday about five o’clock,) it 
found me in a Hate of extreme langour. I had writ- 
ten nothing, done nothing, fince dinner. Though 
I took up an eafy and entertaining book. I was o- 
bliged to lay it down again. Thus I fpend, rather 
thus I lofe many hours: So that between interven- 
ing company, and debility of fpirits, I make but a 
very flow, fcarce any progrefs in my intended work. 

I have no news, tho’ at the great mart of intel- 
ligence. My filler is fafely delivered of a fon ; 
which puts one in mind of the glorious piece of 
news, celebrated by the angels, and foretold with 
a rapturous delight by the prophet,—‘ To us a child 
* is born ; to us a Son is given. His name fhall be 
‘ the .mighty God and yet his office ffiall be, to 
bear our fins in his owm body on the tree. May 
this news be ever founding in the ears, and ever o- 
perative on the hearts of my dear friend, and of 

His ever affedlionate, &c. 

LETTER XCH. 

My dear Friendy Tcttniham, May 30. 175 I. 

IAfh now at my brother’s country-houfe.—Pray 
wh . is Mr. —, the writer of the letter inclof- 

ed in yours : He alks me, to get him a curacy ; 
B b 3 . 



ipS A COLLECTION Let. 93. 
little aware, that I am but a curate myfelf. I be- 
lieve, the world has a notion, that I am a dignified, 
or a beneficed man at leaft. Dear Sir, may it be 
your benifice and mine, to do good to fouls ! and 

. our higheft dignity, to glorify the ever-blefled Re- 
deemer ! who for our fake had not where to lay his 

'head, till he was numbered with the tranfgrefibrs, 
and laid in the filent grave. 

I hope your health is eftablilhed ; and how does 
your foul profper ? Don’t you delight to think of, 
to talk of, to have comunion with, that wonderful, 
that amiable Being, whom to know is wifdom ; 
whom to enjoy is happinefs ! happinefs^ not to be 
defcribed by words, only to be underltood by ex- 
perience. Oh ! that we may follow on to know 
him ! Then we have a promife, a promife more 
liable than the foundations of nature, that our ‘ la-, 
4 hour fhall not be in vain in the Lord:’ Gold has 
no value, and diamonds lofe their luftre, when 
compared with thofe unfearchable riches of Chrifl, 
v/hich Mr. — fo largely enjoys himfelf, and fo 
freely offers to others. His miniftry is fignally 
owned by his condefcending and almighty Mailer. 
Many, I am told, of the fuperior, as well as lower 
orders in life, attend his miniftry. And if there 
be efficacy in united prayers; if there be zeal in 
the Lord God of hods, for the honour of his dear 
Son,—if there be faithfulnefs and compaftion in 
our exalted Saviour,—his labours will, they v/ill be 
bleffed. May they, every day, every hour, be 
bleffed more abundantly !—Moll cordially yours, 
&c. 

LETTER XCIII. 

My dear Friend, Tottenham, July 2. I751* 
I Hope you have now done with Mr. —; I hope 

your houfe is fufficiently ornamented. I think 
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it is rather overflocked with decorations. Now let 
us be good Howards of Jefus Chrift ; employ what 
we can {pare, for the honour of his bldfed name, 
and comfort of his indigent people. ‘ Worthy is 
‘ the Lamb that was flain, to receive riches, as well 
‘ as bleflings and praife.’ 

Pray, don’t mention me to Mrs. —. Tho’ I 
honour and compaflionate her ; I am not fit to vi- 
fit her, nor qualified to edify her. This is with me 
the trying feafon of the year, and my animal nature 
is all relaxation. O ! that I may be ftrong in faith! 
that precious faith, that ‘ where fin hath abound- 
‘ ed, grace will much more abound.’ 

Don’t you fometimes fee our dear friend ** ? I 
find he has been at Briftol lately, to diftribute, I 
don’t doubt, the waters of life, far more precious 
and healing than the waters of that medicinal fpring. 
Let us do likewife. c For yet a very, very little 
‘ while (fjUKpsy cjoy osw) and he that fhall come, will 
‘ come, and will not tarry.’ Then opportunities of 
fpiritualand bodily charity ceafe for ever. 

I believe it is four months fince I heard from 
Mr. —. How precarious human interchanges of 
kindnefs! What a bleffing, that the way to heaven 
is always open ! Whenever we will, we may have 
accefs to God through the blood of his Son. And 
‘ he never faileth them that feek him.’ 

How does Mr. — go on ? Don’t you fometimes 
ftir up the embers in his heart, if fo be the coals 
may glow, and the fire at length burn ?—I hope, 
your converfation is blefied to Mrs. —. Glad to 
find fhe admits Mrs. — to her company ; a godly, 
fenfible woman, who underftands, relifhes, talks 
favourily and intelligently on the truths of the gof- 
pel.-—Is difereet likewife, knows how to keep a be- 
coming diftance, and will not make a wrong, an 
afiuming ufe of a lady’s condefcenfion. May the 
God of heaven blefs them both, and give them to 
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grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chriit. And what I pray for 
them, I pray for my dear friend. 

Ever yours, &c. 

LETTER XCIV. 

My dear Friend, Tottenham, July i/\. 175 I. 

I AM forry to hear vour account of Mr. — See 
what fnares are around us. How the devil en- 

deavours to obftrudt our ufefulnefs, by blemilhing 
our credit. May the minifters of Chrift be up- 
right and undefiled in the way ! or elfe they will 
not be able to reprove and exhort with all (no, nor 
with any) authority. The God of power and faith- 
fulnefs fays of his church, fays of his people, ‘ I 
‘ the Lord keep it, I will water it every moment, 
‘ left any hurt it: I will preferve it night and day.’* 
May this promife be our ftrield ! be fulfilled to us 
evermore ! Don’t you go on, my dear friend to lay 
up thefe precious pledges of heaven in your memo- 
ry, and enrich your heart from them, by frequent 
meditation ? They are the feed of faith. By thefe 
we are to be ‘ made partakers of the divine nature.’ 
* Partakers of the divine nature !’ volumes cannot 
explain what is comprifed in thofe few words. May 
we know what they mean, by happy, happy ex- 
perience ! 

I pity poor Mr. —, knowing wdiat it is to be in 
a ftate of languiftnng. Ah ! ah ! my dear Sir, lay 
up a flock of comfort, get your graces lively, while 
animal nature blooms. When the blaft of licknefs 
fmites, and our ftrength becomes labour and for- 
row; how milerable muft be our condition, with- 

* If. xxvii. 3. 
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out an intereft, an eftabliflied intereft, in the all- 
glorious Redeemer 1 

Why do you cherilh diftruftful thoughts of the 
hlefled God ? Js he not boundlefs goodnefs ? Is not 
his goodnefs greater than the heavens ? Does not 
his mercy, that lovely attribute, endure for ever ? 
All the kindnefs of the moll endeared relations, 
compared with the tender companions of a God in 
Chrift, are no better than cruelty itfelf. Read the 
laft chapter of Hofea. ‘ Hide it within your heart.’ 
Turn it in^o prayer to the King of heaven ; and I 
hope it will be to your foul, as the dawning-day 
after a darkfome night. 

Our dear friend has met with uncommon favour 
and acceptance. Excellent man ! How does he 
work while it is day ! How fweet to fuch a labour- 
er, will be heaven’s everlafting reft ! There may 
you meet him ! and there find, as a monument of 
infinitely-free grace in Chrift, 

Your truly-afledfionate, &c. 

LETTER XCV. 

My dear Friend, OR. 18. 1751. 

TWO of your letters are now before me, who 
expefted long ere this to have been before 

the Judge of quick and dead.—Blefled be God, I 
am got down ftairs, and the day before yefterday 
went abroad in a coach. Oh ! what great troubles 
and adverfities haft thou Jhewed me ! Yet didft 
thou turn and refvefh me; yea, and broughteft me 
from the depth of the earth again. Oh ! my dear 
friend, how (hall I be thankful ? May that infinite- 
ly good and gracious God, who has giyen me fuch 
caufe, give me power to be grateful. 'May I be en- 
abled to devote every moment of that life which he 
has prolonged, and every faculty of that body 
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which he has preferved,—devote them wholly to 
the honour of his blefied name. 

Poor —’o cafe I commiferate. The charge at- 
tending my illnefs will be confiderable ; but I am 
not without hopes that my father will be fo good as 
to defray it, then my hands will not be ftraitened : 
Oh ! that my bowels may never be ftraitened, but 
may I ‘ draw out my foul to the hungry.’ 

I am glad to hear that a feventh edition of' Dr. 
Stonhoufe’s book is demanded.—May it go forth in 
the name, in the ftrength, and for the honour of 
the blefl’ed Jefus, and may it profper ! Tho’ as you 
obferve, he and I think differently on fome points ; 
nor is the dottor an admirer of my favourite author 
Mr. Marfhall.—The acceptance however which God 
has given to his and to my own writings, fhould 
fend both of us oftener to the throne of grace, and 
quicken our applications to the divine goodnefs; that 
his all-powerful Spirit may accompany our inftruc- 
tions, and make them a real blefhng to our readers. 
 1 write, as a poor prifoner that lately ex- 

pe£ted to have the fentence of death executed ; but 
has now got a Ihort, uncertain reprieve. May I ne- 
ver forget how much I fhail want an affured faith 
in the all-glorious Redeemer, when that awful 
change approaches. Let us labour after fuch a firm 
eftablilhment in Chrift, fuch an unfhaken affiance 
in his merits, and fuch an unfeigned love of his 
name, as may make it gain to die, and the day of 
our diiTolution better than the day of our nativity.— 
Poor Dr. — ! O ! may he and his afflidfed partner 
find confolation in the faithfulnefs, the goodnefs, 
the unfearchable riches of Chrift ! Thefe, appre- 
hended by a fweet, affured, foul reviving faith ; 
thefe, I fay, are our fovereign fupport under all 
troubles, and our moft effectual prefervative from 



Let. g6. OF LETTERS. 201 
all temptations. We believe, bleffed, blefied Jefus, 
help our unbelief !—I am, 

My dear Sir, 
Ever yours, while 
James H e r v e v. 

L E T TER XCVI. 

London, Miles's-lane, Dec. 3. 1751. 

Dear Mr. Nixon, 
IT is probable, you may have heard of my late 

dangerous ficknefs; and it is more than proba- 
ble, nay, I look upon it as a certainty, that your 
good nature has admitted this circum(lance as an ex- 
cufe for my filence.—Indeed, dear Sir, I was Tick, 
and nigh unto death. Little did I think of writ- 
ing any more to my friends, or of being written 
any longer among the living. O ! that I may de- 
vote the life that has been prolonged, devote it 
wholly to the God of my health and my falva- 
tion ! 

I received by Dr. your quotation from Pla- 
to, proving that the prepofition am bears a vicari- 
ous fignification. f For which, be pleafed to ac- 
cept my thanks. It is a moil reviving and delight- 
ful truth, that Chrift has fuffered in our (lead, and 
bore our fins in his own body on the tree. When 
I was lately upon the verge of eternity, and juft go- 
ing to launch into the invifible world, I could find 

+ The learned and Reverend Mr. N xon, Redtor of Co!d- 
Higliam in NorihairptonOiire, who furniihed Mr. Hervey with 
the proof fr iu Plato, that ctVTI hears a vicarious lignification, 
hath communicated a remarkab e pnflage, which (hews that 
the not on of avkaiious f'acrifice prevailed alfo amongft the 
old Gauls. Pro vita hominis nifi vita hominis reddatyr, non 
polfe aliter Deo um immortalium numen placari arbitrantm- 
(Giiii,) pub.iceque ejufidcnv generis babent inftituta facrificia. 
J- Cad'. Ccmment. de Bell. Gall. 1. vi. c. 16. 



202 A COLLECTION Let. 97. 
confolation in nothing, but this precious, precious 
faith. If all my iniquities were laid upon the' be- 
loved Son, they will never be laid to my charge in 
the day of judgement. If the blefled Jefus made 
full fatisfafHon for my tranfgreflions, the righteous 
God will never demand two payments of one debt.v 

What an anchor for the foul is fuch a belief! how 
fure, how ftedfaft ! May it be our folace in life, 
and our fecurity in deatli ! 

A volume of letters, written by the Earl of Orre- 
ry to his fon, has very much captivated the atten- 
tion of the public.—Dr. Brown’s remarks too upon 
Lord Shaftfbury’s Charadteriftics are,I think, equal- 
ly worthy of univerfal acceptance. ’Tis a refined 
entertainment, to perufe fuch elegant and judicious 
compofitions ; but how flat are they all, how jejune 
and fpiritlefs, comptred with the fincere milk of 
the word ; the lively oracles of God ! I hope, they 
will always prove a whet to our fpiritual appetite ; 
quicken our defires, and heighten our relilh of that 
heavenly manna, which is fpread over every page of 
the Bible. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your very affefiUonate friend, &c. 

LETTER XCVII. 

My dear Friend, London, Jan. 14. 1752. 

I Know you will excufe my long filence, and ac- 
quit me on the receipt of this letter, though I 

own myfelf in your debt for another. When I 
have a lucid or a lively interval, I think it my duty 
to employ it, in attempting to finilh my little work ! 
which alas ! proceeds as flowly, as my blood creeps 
heavily through my veins. Happy, happy they ! 
who have firmnefs of nerve, and fertility of thought; 
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and are enabled to devote them both to their graci- 
ous Redeemer’s fervice. 

Pleafe to pay my bed thanks to Dr. Cotton, for 
his very delicate vifions. I wilh they may do good, 
and promote virtue •, then, I am perfuaded, they 
will anfwer the benevolent intention of the author. 
I wilh, at the fame time, that he would be a little 
explicit and courageous for Jefus Chrift. He de- 
ferves it at our hands, who for our fake endured 
the crofs, and defpifed the lhame: he will recom- 
penfe it into our bofom, by owning us before "his 
Father, and the holy angels. Nor can I ever think, 
that the fpread of our performances will be obftruc- 
ted by pleafmg him, who has all hearts and all e- 
vents in his fovereign hand.—A vition upon death, 
without a difplay of Chrift, feems to me like a bo- 
dy without a heart, or a heart without animal Spi- 
rits. I am fure, when I was lately (as myfelf and 
every one apprehended) on the brink of eternity, I 
found no confolation but in Chrilt. Then I felt, 
what I had fo often read, that there is no other 
name given under heaven, whereby man may ob- 
tain life and falvation, but only the name, the pre- 
cious and ineltimable name of Jefus ChrilL Oh ! 
that its favour may be to us, both living and dying, 
‘ as ointment poured out.’ 

Fell Mrs. , that fhe has not offended me ; 
but I am grieved, that I fhould give her occafion 
for fuch a fufpicion. 

You refer me to 2 EfJr. v. 33. # Tis a fweet 
palfage, a noble and comfortable truth ; and the ap- 
parent doftrine of fcriplure, however found in an 
apocryphal book.— Oh! that urc may feek more aifi- 
duoufly to our all coiidefcendmg and omnipotent 
Friend. He will never upbraid us for our impor- 

* -And I faid, Speak on, my Lord 5 then fai l he unto me, 
Thou art <ore troubled in mind for Ifrael’s fake : iovtft tl on 
that people better than he tha' made them ? 

C C 
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tunityj.he will never difappoint our hope; he is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
can afk or think : and, blefled for ever be his name, 
as is his power, fo is his love to his people, his 
children, his heirs. In this blefl'ed number may 
he rank my dear friend, and his ever-affe<SHon- 
ate, &c. 

LETTER XCVIII. 

Miles's lane, March 24. 1752. 

My dear Friend, 
1 Received your favour.—I congratulate you on 

your fuccefs in your profeffion. Mofes fays, ‘ It 
‘ is God who giveth power to get wealth.’ May fuch 
acceffions of profperity, enlarge your heart with 
gratitude, and attach your affedfions to our divine 
Benefadtor !—I am forry to hear your account of 
dear . O that we may be taught ©porsw'm to 
g-apfsi’Ui1. ‘ Lord lead me in a plain way,’ was the 
prayer of a noble fufferer. May the thing that he 
prayed for, be the defire of our heart, and guide of 
our life. I will very readily give him fome Bibles, 
if he (for he is, if I miftake not, a member of the 
fociety for promoting Chriflian knowledge) will 
fend me an order in his name, a dozen lhail be at 
his fervice. I fhall think my own books are pub- 
liihed to good purpofe, if they enable the author to 
diftribute the invaluable book of God. 

Upon reflection, I charge myfelf with folly, for 
putting it into Mr. ’s power to communicate a 
certain rumour. The wife man fays humouroufly 
and farcaftically ; Venture to conceal a fecret, and 
behold it will not burlt thee. Intimating withal, 
that a fecret in moft people’s bread, is like ferment- 
ing liquor in a calk, which mud have vent, or elfe 
it will burd the veflcl. Therefore 
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Quid de quoque viro, et cui dicas, faepe caveto. 

Mr.  ’s lad piece I have not read through. 1 
can’t fay, I am fond of that controverfy. The doc- 
trine of the perfeveranceof Chrift’s fervants, Chrift’s 
children, Chrift’s fpoufe, and Chrift’s members, I 
am thoroughly perfuaded of. Predeftination and 
reprobation I think of, with fear and trembling. 
And if I ftrould attempt to ftudy them, I would 
ftudy them on my knees. 

I with you would alk Dr. S ’s opinion about 
Eph. iv. 16. with relation to the anatomical pro- 
priety of the paflage ; and, with his, give me your 
own.—I know not what to do about publilhing. 
May the Father of lights direft me ! and not fufter 
me, either to .write improperly, or to print precipi- 
tately !—With thanks for your letter, and with 
prayers for your increafe in faith, in love, and holi» 
nefs ; or, in that ‘ kingdom of God, which is righ- 
‘ teoufnefs, and peace, and jay in the Holy Ghoft.’ 
—I am ever yours, See. 

LETTER XCIX. 

Dear Mr. Nixotty Miles's-lane, 1752. 

I Am obliged to you for the favour done me by 
your letter, and for the honour done me by 

your verfes to be engaaved under my mezzotinto 
picture. I ftiould have acknowledged both thefe 
obligations fooner, if my printfeikr had not been 
dilatory in publilhing the piaure \ which is now 
tranfmitted to Dr. Stonehoufe, and defires your ac- 
ceptance. 

I cannot forbear thinking, that what is called hon- 
our, is a little capricious and whimfical. I, for my 
part, had taken my final leave of her; expended 
none of her favours, and was become familiarly 
acquainted with contempt. How is it then, that (he 

C c 2 
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fingles out a perfon, whole name has long ago been 
ftruck out of her lift; and beftows her careftes upon 
a mean creature, that has been ufed to fit on the 
dunghill ? O ! that it may be for the glory of Chrift’s 
grace, Chrift’s wifdom, Chrift’s power! May I 
ferve to the Sun of Righteoufnefs, as a cloud is 
fubfervient to the fun in the firmament, which, 
though all-gloomy in itfelf, exhibits a rainbow ; and 
thereby Ihews the world, what beautiful colours are 
combined in that magnificent luminary. 

You are pleafed to inquire after my little work ; 
dear Sir, add to your kind inquiries, a prayer to 
God, that it may be executed under the anointings 
oi his Spirit, and appear (if ever it appears) under 
the influence of his blefting. My late ficknefs laid 
an abfolute embargo upon it, for aconfideruble time; 
and has fo fhattered my feeble conftitution, that I 
proceed like a vefiel that has loft its rigging, and is 
full of leaks.—However flowly I advance in this ef- 
fay, may I grow daily in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift ; and 
meet you, dear Sir, in that happy, happy haven, 
where we both would be. Till then, be pleafed to 
rank, in the number of your fincere and afFe£Hon- 
ate friends, 

Your obliged humble fervant, &c. 

LETTER C. 

To his Mother. 
Honoured Madam, April 6. 

I Received your favour of the 4th inftant. Am 
very forry to find my father is fo ill. Hope 

and earneftly pray, that the great eternal Lord of 
life and death, will rebuke his diforder, and reftore 
him to health.—You need not doubt of being re- 
membered in my fupplications to the throne of 
grace.! O! that they were better ! O ! that they 
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proceeded from firmer faith, and were accompani- 
ed with greater fervour ! poor and weak as they 
are, they are often put up in behalf of my honour- 
ed-parents, that the God and Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chriif, may ftrengthen them with ail might, 
according to his glorious power, unto all patience 
and long-fuffering with joyfulnefs ; may give them 
an humble refignation to his blefled will; enable 
them to rejoice even in their tribulations, and make 
all things work together for their gobd,—their ex- 
ceeding great and everlafting good. 

I have, in obedience to your orders, put my af- 
fairs in readinefs to leave the city; but hope there 
will be no occafion for fuch a fpeedy removal.—But 
if I fhould come, alas ! what can I do ? My weak- 
nefs is inconceivable. None can know it but the 
all-fearching God. I am evidently worfe, now the 
milder weather is advancing. 

I am glad to hear my fifter holds well. God al- 
ways mingles our cup of affliGion with fome fweet- 
ening drops. None but Chrift, that dear and ador- 
ed Redeemer,—none but Chrift, had gall without 
any honey, and vengeance without any mercy. 
Bleffed be his moft holy name for enduring all kind 
of mifery, that we might want no manner of thing 
that is good.—I am, &c. 

LETTER CL 
Dear Sir, Tottenham, OEl. 18. 1751. 

WHA F {hall I fay, or how fhall I excufe my- 
felf r I feem to be in the condition of Pha- 

raoh’s butler, who remembered not his good friend 
Jofeph, but forgat him.—Yet be affured, dear Sir, 
that I have not forgot your kindnefs ; I have re- 
tained a warm fenfe of gratitude in my breaft. The 
reafon of my not acknowledging your favour foon- 
er, was this ; I propofed to have tranfmitted my 

Cc 3 
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piece to yoar hands, (that part of it at leaft, which 
was to be enriched with your own thoughts,) that 
it might have the advantage of your critical revifal, 
and judicious correftions. 

But extreme weaknefs of body has retarded me 
in accomplifhing, has almolt rendered me incapa- 
ble of prol'ecuting the work. To all which infir- 
mities, the providence of our all-wife heavenly Fa- 
ther, has been pleafed to fuperadd a violent fever ; 
which confined me for eight weeks, and brought me 
to the very brink of the grave. I beg of you, dear 
Sir, to accept my bell thanks for your letter, and 
its valuable contents ; though late in their arrival, 
they are very fincere in their tender. I hope you 
will give me leave to be obliged to you for one fa- 
vour more. If ever the divine goodnefs {hall enable 
me to complete my defign, allow me to put it un- 
der your examination ; I {hall fend it abroad into 
the world, with much lefs trepidation, with much 
greater fatisfaftion, if it has undergone the fcruti- 
ny of your judgement, and received the corredlion 
of your pen. I am, at lealt I wiflr to be, fenfible 
of my own incapacity, for handling the glorious, 
and divinely-excellent truths of God’s everlafting 
gofpel. If the apoftle, who had been caught up in- 
to the third heaven, could not forbear crying out, 
with fuch vehemence, ‘ Who is fufficient for thefe 
* things ?’ what, O ! what {hall I lay ? Indeed, I 
have much fear and trembling of heart, left I fhould 
give fome wrong touch to the ark ; or by any im- 
prudent, though officious kifs, betray my divine 
Mafter to his enemies, rather than recommend him 
to the world.—Good Sir, affift me with your pray- 
ers, that if I write, I may be anointed with that 
un&ion from the Holy One, which may teach me 
all things, and lead me into all truth ; which may 
furniffi me with the tongue of the learned, and give 
me the pen of a ready writer. 
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Have you feen Mr. Taylor’s late treatife on the 

facrifice and atonement of Jefus Chrift ? If you have, 
I fhouid be glad to know what remarks occurred 
to your mind on the perufal —As you are a lover 
of natural philofophy, I wi(h you would confider the 
blefling of Joieph, Deut. xxxiii. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
and favour me with your fentiments upon that beau- 
tiful pafTage.—I fhould not make either this or the 
proceeding requeft, if I had not the highelt opinion 
of the freedom and fidelity of your temper, and 
the accurate difeernment of your underftanding.— 
As the blefl’ed God has been pleafed to deaden your 
fenfe of hearing, may he daily quicken your fpiritu- 
al fenfes, to difeern both good and evil. May he 
give you to hear the fweet and (fill voice of his 
good Spirit, witneffing with your fpirit, that you 
are the child of God, and an heir of glory ! And 
would you implore the fame blefling for your un- 
worthy friend, it would be a kindnefs molt grate- 
fully to be acknowledged by, dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
affectionate fervant, 

James Hervey. 

P. S. We have put one of Mr. Mofes Browne’s 
children apprentice to a handfome bufinefs, and it 
will be a pleafure to do fo worthy a man all the fer- 
vice that lies in my power. 

LETTER CII. 

Dear Sijler, Londont Miles’s-lane, Dec. 22. 1751. 

YEfterday in the afternoon, Mr. — and his mo- 
ther called upon me; he offered to convoy a 

letter or any melfage to Welton. I could not ne- 
glect tliis opportunity of fending you my belt with- 
es, and the congratulations of the feafon. 
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Pleafe to thank my mother for her kind letter. 

—The wine was to have come laft week, but my 
brother forgot to give the necelfary orders, until it 
was too late. I hope no-fuch difappointment will 
happen, if we live to fee the end of this week. I 
wilh you much of the divine prefence, and joy of 
the Lord in ufing it. May we all drink of thofe liv- 
ing waters, which Chrift Jefus has p'romifed in his 
gofpel! Of which they who drink, (hall third no 
paore ; but they (hall be in them a well of wa- 
ter, fpringing up into everlafting life. Pray let me 
know, what thofe living waters mean ? 

I have no prefent to make you this Chriftmas, un- 
lefs you will accept one from God’s holy word. In 
the ninth chapter of Ifaiah, it is foretold, that poor 
fmners, fhall not only have a good hope, but {hall 
even rejoice before God; rejoice with exceeding 
great joy ; fuch as the hufbandman feels, when he 
.gathers in his harveft, and receives the reward of 
all his toil; fuch as the foldier experiences, when 
he has conquered his enemy,and is dividing the fpoil. 

What {ball be the fource of this joy ?—their 
worldly wealth ? Alas ! riches make themfelves 
wings, and fly away. They profit not in the day of 
wrath.—Their carnal pleafures ? Thefe are always 
froth, and frequently gall. To be enamoured with 
thefe, is death.—Their own good deeds ? Thefe are 
a broken reed, a filthy rag; and fiiould cover us 
with confufion, not fill us with conceit.—Whence 
then is this joy to flow ? From Chrift, wholly from 
Chrift : he is the rich gift of God, he is the pearl 
of great price ; the only confolation of finners, and 
the fupreme joy of his people.—Therefore the pro- 
phet adds, in the language of triumph and exulta- 
tion, ‘ To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, 
‘ and the government fhall be upon his fhoulder; 
‘ and his name {hall be called Wonderful, Couniel- 
‘ lor, the Mighty God, the Everlafting Father, the 
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‘ Prince of Peace.’ This Child is Jefus Chrilt, who 
is the foundation of all our comfort, the fpring of 
all true delight.—He is the Son of the Moft High, 
yet given to be made man, to be made a facrifice, 
to be made a curfe, for us.—So great, that the go- 
vernment of univerfal nature is upon his (boulder. 
The fceptre of fupreme authority is in his hand : 
he is ‘ Head over all things to his chufch.’—So glo- 
rious, that his name (hall be called Wonderful. 
God and man in one matchlefs and marvellous per- 
fon, clothed with clay, yet poifeired of all the ful- 
nefs of the Godhead : like Jacob’s ladder ; whof^ 
foot was fixed on earth, while the fummit was loft 
in the Ikies.—So gracious, that he is the Counfel- 
lor, to inilruft ignorant creatures, and by his word 
and Spirit make them wife unto falvation. The 
mighty God ; to fubdue our iniquities, to write his 
laws in our hearts, and make us partakers of a di- 
vine nature. ‘ The Prince of Peace \ reconciling 
us to God by his death, and making peace by the 
blood of his crofs; by applying thefe blefiings to 
our confciences, filling us with that peace of God, 
which pafleth all underftanding. ‘ The everlafting 
‘ Father j’ to cherifh us under the wings of his pro- 
vidence and grace, to drake all things work together 
for our good, and prepare for us an eyerlafting in- 
heritance ; even the inheritance incorruptible, un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not away.—O may the a- 
dorable Redeemer be all this to us 1 Tire prophet 
repeats this expreflion. To us. This circumftance 
is of the laft importance. Then only is Chrift our 
Fountain of life, and full of delights, when he is all 
this, does all this, to us, even to us. 

Let this fcripture be the fubjc£l: of our medita- 
tion, anridft the approaching folemnity. And may 
an everlafting fenfe of its blefiings give an addition- 



312 A COLLECTION Let. 103. 
al, a heavenly relilh to all our other entertainment! 
—I am your affeftionate brother, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CIII. 

Dear Sir, 
IT is not the difficulty of anfwering Dr.  's 

queftion, that makes me avoid it, but the difa- 
greeable nature of the office ; as it will oblige me to 
fhew, that he entirely miftakes both the nature of 

•the fcriptures, and the nature of man. He would 
make Dr. —’s and Dr. —’s fentiments of things, 
the touchftone of divine revelation. What is level 
to their apprehenfions, mull be right; what com- 
ports with their notions, mull be true. At this 
rate, they are not doers of the law, but judges. On 
the contrary, if they do not underhand the doflrine 
of union with Chriil, or the litnefs of free juftifi- 
cation to promote holinefs, it is bccaufe their un- 
derflandings are darkened: it is a ugn, that they 
want the eye-falve ; a proof, that their fenfes are 
not exercifed to difcern between good and evil. 

Dr. has Roman virtue ; but indeed he very 
much wants the eye-falve. He fees no glory and 
comelinefs in Chrill, but much in his own confor- 
mity to the commands of his Maker.—While luch 
fentiments poffiefs the mind, people have no eyes to 
difcern the beauty of free grace. Chrift is jull as 
infignificant, as the phyfician’s offering to prefcribe 
for a perfon in perfect health. I am fure, my poor, 
lame, mangled conformity to my Maker’s com- 
mands, fills me with fhame, and would make me 
hang down my head as a bulruffi. But my Lord’s 
death, my Lord’s obedience, my divine Lord’s me- 
rit, encourages me, emboldens me, and enables me 
to fay, Who fliall condemn me ?—Be pleafed, by 
the by, to compare Dr. —’s foundation for comfort 
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and confidence, with St. Paul’s, Rom. viii, 33, 34. 
Who is in the right I leave you to determine. I 
will only venture to aflert, that Paul of Tarfus had 
as much conformity to the commands of his Ma- 
ker as our amiable friend. Oh ! that he was lefs a- 
miable in his own eyes; and knew himfelf to be 
“ wretched and miferable, and poor, and blind, and 
lt naked.” See Rev. iii. 17. 

ill, “ A perfuafion of our reconciliation to God, 
“ previous to our performance of holy duties.”— 
Dr. — afks, what is the foundation of fuch a per- 
fuafion ?—To which I anfwer, The dodfrine deli- 
vered by St. Paul, Rom. v. xo ‘ When we were 
‘ enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
‘ of his Son.’ From this pafl'age we will fee, that 
reconciliation to God is previous to our performance 
of holy duties. It is a bleffing procured for ene- 
mies ; and to lay, that enemies have performed ho- 
ly duties, is to confound the difference between re- 
bels and fubjedls ; is to make rebellion and allegi- 
ance the fame.—Nay more, this bleffing has no 
manner of dependence on our performance of holy 
duties, becaufe it is procured, not partially, but 
wholly procured by the death of Chrift. It is not 
faid, when we, who were lometime enemies, be- 
gan to perform holy duties; but when we were e* 
nemies, while we were enemies, and confidered 
only as enemies. Then, even then.—Wondrous 
grace ! grace worthy of a God ! Will not fuch 
grace incline the rebels to throw down their arms ? 

Ihe Doclor having laid down fame premifes, 
makes this inference ; “ Hence the phrafe of our 
“ reconciliation to God, when we have renounced 
“ our fins.” But does this inference tally with the 
apoffle’s declaration, or is it the proper confecjuence 
of his do&rine ? Let not the acute difputant, but 
the way-faring man, judge. 

“ Our blciled Saviour,” adds the Doctor, “ di- 
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“ re£Ily aflerts, that the performance of religious 
“ duties is the foie evidence of our reconcilia-ion.” 
—We are not inquiring about the evidences of re- 
conciliation, but about the way to acquire them. 
To determine what are the evidences of a cure, is 
eafy enough j but to prefcribe the expeditious and 
certain methods- of working the cure, this is the 
thing v/e w^ant. Here, according to my poor opi- 
nion, Mr. Marfhall excels as much in the fpiritual, 
as Dr. — in the animal Therapeutica. 

The Doftor urges our Lord’s veords. ‘Ye are my 
‘friends, if ye do whatfoever I command you.’— 
Wandering from the point again. The quellion is, 
How wre {hall be animated, ftrengthened, and ena- 
bled to do them ? 

Upon this fubje£V, reafon tells us, that fuch a 
difcharge of religious duties can alone convince a < 
Chriftian of the fincerity of his profeffion.—It may 
be fo; but pray, Madam Reafon, don’t be imper- 
tinent, we do not alk your opinion upon the point; 
if you would fpeak to the purpofe, you muft tell us, 
how we may be enabled to difcharge thefe religious 
duties. Does your Ladyfhip know, which is the 
lirft religious duty ? I queftion it; be content there- 
fore to receive information from fcripture : ‘ Thou 
‘ {halt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart.’ 
This is the firft religious duty; now tell Dr. — 
and me, tell us honeitly and explicitly, how we can 
perform this duty ? Is it poflible to love the Lord, 
to love him with all our heart, if we look upon him 
as incenfed againft us, unreconciled to us ? Is it 
pofiible to love him, when we apprehend ourfelves 
to be under his wrath, or fufpedt that he will prove 
an enemy to us at the laft ? 

The Do&or having a higher opinion of reafon * 
than I, is.a greater favourite with her; I would 
therefore beg to know of him, what reply (he 

* Reafon I mea:', in her prefent fallen ftate. 
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makes te this interrogatory; and I promife before- 
hand, that I will (land to her award, if flie can 
point out any method of praftifing this duty, differ- 
ent from that propofed by Mr. Marfhall; then my 
favourite author and myfelf will fubmit t6the charge 
of enthufiafm. 

2dly, “ A perfuafion of our future enjoyment of 
“ the heavenly happinefs, previous to our perform- 
“ ance of holy duties.” 

I afk Mr. Hervey, “ What is the foundation of 
“ fuch a perfuafion ?”—Mr. Hervey anfwers, Our 
free juftification through Jefus Chrift, which we 
receive under the charafter of ungodly perfons; con- 
fequently, before the performance of good works, 
Rom. iv. 5.—I anfwer again, The free promife of 
God : ‘ God hath given unto us eternal life,’ 1 
John v. 11. But is not this promife founded on 
our own duties and obedience ? No, but on the du- 
ties and obedience of our great Mediator. ‘ This 
‘ life is in his Son.’ 

In the firft book of the facred writings is this im- 
portant interrogatory, made by God himfelf, ‘ If 
‘ thou doll well, flialt thou not be accepted ?’— 
Here I beg leave to afk, in my turn, Which is the 
perfon who does well ? Dr. —, who would per- 
fuade us to rejeft the gift of God, (1 John v. 11.), 
and not believe his word ? or Mr. Marfhall, who 
would engage us to credit the divine declaration, 
and receive the divine gift ? The apoffle fays, by 
not believing this record, ‘we make God a liari’ 
1 John v. 10. And fhail we call this doing well ? 
or is this the way to be accepted ? 

The Doclor farther urges, in the very lafi: chap- 
ter of the fame facred volumes we are told, ‘ Blefi- 
‘ led are they who do his commandments, that they 
‘ may have a right to the free of life.’—Let me afk 
again, Does the Do£tor remember whet the com- 
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mandments of the Almighty are ? He may fee them 
reduced to two particulars, and ranged in the exaft-7 
efl order, 1 John iii. 23. The firll of thefe com- 
mandments is, ‘ That we believe on the name of' 
1 his Son Jefu's Chrift ’ Let the Dodbor only inter- • 
pret this precept, tell me what is included in this 
injunction, and I am inclined to think, he will find; 
each of Mr. Marfuall’s preliminary articles con- • 
tained in its import. To believe in Chrift, is to live 
under a perfuafion, that he has died to reconcile me; 

to God; that he has obeyed, to obtain eternal liie 
for me ; and intercedes in heaven, that I may re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoft the Comforter.—Take away 
thefe ingredients from faith, and its fpirit evapo- 
rates ; its very life expires ; you have nothing left, 
but a mere caput mortuum. 

The Dodftor charges us “ with fpiritual pride.” 
But is it pride, to confefs ourfelves ungodly wretch- 
es ; and, as fuch, to receive free j unification from 
infinitely-rich grace ?—“ With prefumption -and 
“ unwarrantable perfuafions.”—But is that a pre- ' 
fumptuous claim, or that rn unwarrantable per- 
fuafion, which is founded on the infallible promife 
of God, and implied in the very nature of faith ?— ' 
He bids us <c beware, left we be the dupes of our 
“ own credulity.” We thank him for the friendly 
admonition ; and, to (hew our gratitude, we would 
fuggeft a caution to our worthy friend, that before ' 
he argues on a religious fubjecl, he would gain 
clearer ideas of its nature. He talks of reconcilia- 
tion, as implying concern and grief. Here he fights . 
with a fhadow," and a fliadow of his own raifing ; ; 
no mortal ever affirmed or dreamed of any fuch 
thing. Reconciliation is neither more nor lefs, 
than a removal of offence, and a reftoration to fa- 
vour. He mentions Mr. Marffialfs three propo-. 
litions, as the requifite fignals of faith ; whereas, 
they are the conftituent parts, the very efience of 
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faith; they ciiiFer as much from a fignal, as the 
florid blood and lively fpirits dilTer from the bloom 
on the cheek, or the fparkle in the eye.—He tells 
us, “ that the faith of the Jews was one thing; 
“ but after our Saviour’s death, the faith of the 
“ Gentiles was another.” St. Paul who wras a Jew 
by birth, and an apoftle of the Gentiles by office, 
tells us the very reverfe. There is one faith, of 
which Chrilt the Lamb, {lain from the foundation 
of the world, was and is the invariable objeft. ‘ To 
‘ him give ail the prophets,’ as well as all the apof- 
tles, ‘ witnefs, that whofbever believeth in him fhall 
f receive remiffion of fins.’ Believing in Chrift, we 
fee, is the one, con ft ant, unalterable way, in which 
both Jews and Gentiles, the hearers of the prophets 
and the converts of the apoftles, obtained pardon, 
life, and gloty. 

Had Dr. — obferved this caution, he would not 
have fpent fo many needlefs and random words on 
the third propofition, which proceed upon an ab- 
folute miftake of the point. “ We advocates for 
“ felf-fufficiency in man !” I wonder how the inge- 
nious Do&or can entertain fuch a fufpicion, efpe- 
cially as he-knows, we have fubfcribed, we be- 
lieve, and we maintain the tenth article of our 
church. He has blamed us for this belief; there- 
fore he fhould, in all reafon, blame himfelf for 
thofe extravagant excurfions of his pen ; which are 
juft as far from fobriety and fa£t, as the Antipodes 
are from the latitude of London. Our maxim and' 
Mr. Marfhall’s meaning is,—Though lei's than no- 
thing, though worfe than nothing in ourfelves, we 
can do all things through Chrift’s ftrengthening us. 
—I am, &e. 

D d 2 
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LETTER CIV. 

Saturday morning. 

SHALL I beg you to tell Ur. —, that his beau- 
tiful Vifions * were, by Dodfley the bookfeller, 

put into the hands of a very pious and ingenious 
friend of mine, who propofes an alteration in the 
ninth line of the fixty-ninth page of the fifth edi- 
tion, where he would read Jefus inftead of vir- 
tue. 

„ At that important hour of need, 
Jefus (hall prove a friend indeed. 

But I am not of his opinion, unlefs an uniform 
vein of evangelical dodlrine had "Tun through the 
whole. T his, I mult confefs, I could have been 
glad to have fean in fo elegant a poem, where Spen- 
cer’s fancy, and Prior’s eafe, are united : And I. 
hope, if the Dodlor fliould ever write any more 
poetry, he will take this important hint in his 
confideratiori. Indeed he ought; for even into his 
Villon on death, he has not paid the leaft regard to 
Chrift our Redeemer, the Conqueror of death. I 
prefume they fell according to our wilhes. May 
they, under the blelling of a moft gracious God, 
impart good to the world, and bring gain to the 
author' 

If I miftake not, you are a fubferibing member 
of the fociety for promoting Chriftian knowledge ; 
will you be fo kind as to procure for me a dozen 
of Bibles, and a dozen of the Bifliop of Man on 
the Lord’s fupper ?—I give away this to communi- 
cants, becaufe it has the communion-fervice in 

* See letter XCVII. 
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and becaufe it is more evangelical, and le£s excep- 
tionable than the generality of what are called pre- 
parations for, or companions at the facrament;— 
too many of which books, by long prayers for eacii 
day in the week, and by injudicious reprefentations, 
have fometimes, I fear, a contrary effedt to what 
was intended.—I had once a defign, nor have I 
wholly laid it afide, of extracting from Jenk’s of- 
fice of devotion, the few leaves he ha1: here wrote fo 
pathetically on the facrament, and of printing them 
with the communion-fervice, after the manner of 
the iiifhop of Man ; adding on the fides fuitable ob- 
fervations of my own, to fupply Jen 's deficiencies. 
—I propofe likewife to add what Marfliall fays on 
the fubjedt, and infert from the Bifhop of Man, his 
fhort, yet finking meditations on fome well-chofen 
texts of feripture, which will be of fervice to every 
one ; particularly to thofe who are unaccuftomed to 
meditate, or have no talents for it, and confequent- 
ly want fuch an afliftance to employ the time while 
others are receiving the bread and wine.—What 
fays my fidus Achates to this ?—Give it a place in 
your thoughts ; and however we may determine on 
this, let us determine to cleave more clofely to the 
Lord, and wait upon our God continually. ‘ Uri- 
* to thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwelleit 
‘ in the heavens.’ Let this be our pattern, and fuch 
our practice. To his tender care, and continual 
guidance, I commit you ; and am 

Cordially yours, &c. 

LETTER CV. 

Dear Sir, London, Miles’s-lane, April 9. 1752. 

SOON after I received your laft favour, we were 
vifited by a very alarming providence; a fire 

broke out in a fugar-bakers workheufe, part of 
D d 3 
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which communicated with my brother’s houi'e, and 
the whole was feparated from us, only by a courtr 
yard, four or five yards in breadth. Three engines 
played from his houfe, and another flood ready in 
the dining-room, in cafe of any unexpected exi- 
gency. We were all confternation andconfufion ; 
in the hurry, I miflaid fomewhere or other your 
valuable letter, and cannot recover it by any fearch. 
I wifh you would be fo kind, as to direft me once 
more to the magazine, in which your chronologi- 
cal obfervation is inferted. I {hall be more par- 
ticularly pleafed, to fee difficulties of this na- 
ture cleared up becaufe the works of a very cele- 
brated genius are lately publiffied, in which he ve- 
ry much decries the chronology and hiftory of the 
facred fcriptures ■, I mean fome pofthumous vo- • 
iumes, written by the late Lord Bolingbroke. 

You will excufe me, for not making my thank- 
ful acknowledgments fooner. The objedions you 
ftarted, and the anfwers you gave, were richly 
worth preferving ; I am truly forry, that the afore- 
mentioned difafter, has, I fear* deprived me of them 
Have you no copy taken for your own iatisfac- 
tion ? With relation to my intended work, if it was 
in your hands, I believe, you would not think it 
expedient, to add any thing more of the argumen- 
tative kind. I fear, I have been too prolix already ; 
and if ever I fliould be lo happy as to obtain your 
revifal of it, fhould be very defirous that you would 
make very free with the pruning-knife.-^-I have no 
vindication, but fome excufe, for my delay in writ- 
ing.—I catched fuch a cold, on the late terrifying 
occafion, (being obliged to wade through water, in 
order to efcape the fire,) as confined me to my 
chamber feveral weeks’. I mentioned to you Tay- 
lor’s treatife of original fin. As you have not feen 
the work, give me leave to tranfmit, as fully as I 
can recoiled;, one or two of his objections to the 
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orthodox opinion.—God is the Maker, the true and 
immediate maker of all men, Job xxxi. 15. Now 
’tis impoflible that God ftiould make our nature, 
and yet not make the qualities and propenfities 
which it has when made. Therefore, whatever 
principles, or whatever feeds are implanted in our 
conftitution, they cannot be principles of iniquity 
mor feeds of fin; becaufe they are all infuled and 
planted by our infinitely good and holy Creator.— 
Such pafiions, appetites, propenfities, cannot be 
finful, becaufe they are neceflary and unavoidable, 
(and that cannot be finful in me, which I can no- 
wife avoid, help, or hinder,) neither can they ren- 
der us objefts of God’s wrath ; for it is infinitely 
abfurd, and highly dilhonourable to God, to fup- 
pofe he is difpleafed at us, for what he himfelf has 
infufed into cur nature. 

What fays St. James ? * ‘ Therewith curfe we 
‘ men, who are made after the fimilitude of God.’ 
The fimilitude of-God fignifies thofe moral endow- 
ments, which diftinguifh the pofitfibr, both from 
the brutes and the devils : and in this image, or 
veiled with thefe qualifications, men are made. 
What then becomes of the dodlrine of original fin ? 

St. Paul fpeaks of people, that had their under- 
ftanding darkened, that were alienated in their 
minds, were haters of God, &c. But this is af- 
firmed of the idolatrous Heathen. The very Gen- 
tiles, according to St. Taul’s account, ‘ {hew the 
‘ work of the law written on their hearts, their 
£ confciences mean-while accufing or elfe excufing 
‘ one another.’ Here then are Heathens, who have 
the work of the law, (not barely difcerned by their 
undemanding, but) written on their hearts ; have 
both the knowledge and love of its moral precepts ; 
with an awakened tender confcience, ever ready to 

# J-mcs iii. 9. 
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a<T the part of an impartial reprover, or a zealour. 
advocate ; and what higher character can you give 
of your firft rate believer ? They are allb f ad to ‘ do 
‘ by nature the things contained in die law an ir- 
refragable proof that our nature is not fo depraved 
in point of inclination, nor fo difabled with regard 
to its executive powers, as the dotfrine of original 
fin fuppofes. 

Let me requeft the favour of your fentiments up- 
on the preceeding objections. Your ingenious re- 
marks on Deut. xxxiii. 13. &c. I received ; I prize, 
and I thank you for them. May the gracious God, 
for a recompence, lead you farther and farther in- 
to the unfearchable treafures of wifdom hid in the 
fcriptures, and fill you with all wifdom and fpiritu- 
al underftanding. I comfort myfelf in thinking, 
that you do not in your prayers forget, dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
Truly affeCtionate friend, 

J A IVI £ S H E R V E Y. 

Reveretid Sir, JVeJIon-Favell, Dec. 14, 1752. 

Ittle did I think, when I recommended to the 
public, the Obfervations on—, *, that I fiiould 

be fo agreeably and amply recompenfed for my oc- 
cafional note ; recompenfed with a letter from the 
author ; not only on account of the fame ftrain of 
elegance, *which runs through and adorns your 
book ; but for the tender which it brought me, of 
a very valuable accefiion to the fmall number of my 
friends.— Your friendfhip, dear Sir, I accept as a 
privilege, and {hall cultivate with delight. Only I. 
muff, in common juftice, forewarn you of one par- 

* Pr >bal>l\ the Obfei rations on Tecitus, commended by Mr 
Heryey, vol. V. p. 18;. 

LETTER CYI. 
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ticular : That your focial hrtercourfes with James 
Hervey, will be an exercife of charity, rather than 
an advantageous traffic to yourfelf. Befides other 
reafons, which I might too truly alledge for the 
fupport of this hint, a long-continued habit of in- 
difpofition and bodily weaknefs, has laid a heavy 
hand on my animal Ipirits, which (take my word 
for it, fince I hope you will never know it by expe- 
rience) both cramps the exertion and obftrutls the 
improvement of the intelleftual faculties.—You 
remember, however, who has faid, ‘ It is more blef- 
‘ fed to give than to receive j’ which, I think, will 
hold good, when applied either to the treafures of 
the mind, or the riches of fortune. 

Your approbation of any thing in my flight re- 
marks, will give me Angular fatisfa£Hon ; yet I 
fhould be no lefs obliged for your free thoughts, 
on what fhould have been added, expunged, or al- 
tered. Let this, dear Sir, be the firft-fruits of our 
friendfhip. Point out my blemifhes, and fupply my 
defends. Applaufe may be more foothing to my 
vanity; but fuch kind corrections will be more pleaf- 
ing to my judgement, and more ferviceable to our 
common caufe. ’Tis fcarce probable, that a fecond 
edition ffiould be publiffied, as the firft was nume- 
rous ; but if there ffiould be fuch a demand, I am 
fure, your animadverfions would enrich and enno- 
ble it 

I thank you for your reflections on the feriptures, 
which are perfectly juft, and peculiarly animated. 
I cannot but wiffi, that the vindication of their dig- 
nity, and the difplay of their excellency, had fallen 
to your {hare. This, I trull, is a fervice referred 
for your pen ; to be drawn, with tenfold energy 
and fuceefs, on fome future occafion. And may 
you, ^hen called to fuch an important work, be 
‘ a veflel unto honour, fanCtified, and meet for the 
‘ Mailer’s ufe !’ 1 
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I biefs God for the juft notions you form con- 

cerning the Holy Spirit, and the neceffity of his en- 
lightening influences ; without which, the fcrip- 
tures will be a fealed book, and even the word of 
life a dead letter. Men of fuperlor abilities too of- 
ten lean to their own underftanding, and reject the 
guidance, the teachings, of the Holy Ghoft. Not 
becaufe thefe are not mentioned, infilled upon, pro- 
mifed in the gofpel ; but becaufe they fancy them- 
felves capable of comprehending, without any fu- 
pernatural aid, ta y.iy&teix. 7* &&. But may we, Sir, 
be fenfible, ever fenfible, that all our fufliciency is 
of God ; and not blufli to be the humble pupils of 
the heavenly Teacher, who ‘ hideth thefe things 
‘ from the wife and prudent, but revealeth them 
‘ unto babes.’—I _am defirous of being taught by 
the labours of learned men ; more defirous of being 
taught by the written word of revelation: but, amidft 
all, and above all, to be taught of God; or, as our li- 
turgy very boldly, but not improperly, explains 
the prophet, “ taught by infpiration of God’s Holy 
“ Spirit.” 

I am pleafed to hear from , that you are fi- 
tuated near that worthy gentleman Dr. —, whofe 
works praife him in the gate ; to whom belongs 
that noble charatler, ‘ The liberal perfon devifeth 
‘ liberal things;’ to whom, I trull, will be made 
good that ineftimable promife, in its fulleft extent, 
‘ By liberal things ihall he Hand.’ They (hall be his 
witnefles at the day of eternal judgement, that his 
faith in Chrift Jefus has neither been empty, bar- 
ren, nor dead.—When you have the pleafure of 
waiting on him, be fo good as to prelent him with 
my moll refpe£lful compliments. 

You are not under the leaft obligation to me, for 
bearing my teftimony to your late performance. It 
is a debt which I owe, for the delight I received in 
perufing it. I wilh, it may foon come to a fecond 
edition: And, if my atteftation to its merit is a 
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means of introducing it into the hands of rny read- 
ers, I don’t doubt but it will do an honour to my 
tafte. The prefent, which you promife me, will 
be very acceptable : But, my dear Sir, if you have 
a family, or your circumftances fhould not be afflu- 
ent, I beg you will not think of it. You fee I fol- 
low your example, and (peak not as a new acquain- 
tance, but as a bofom-friend. 

Should it ever be in my power to do you any fer- 
vice, I can fuggeil a method, whereby you might 
repay, more than repay the favour. That is, by 
taking the trouble of revifmg a little work, which 
I have upon the anvil, and bellowing upon it your 
free remarks. A few touches from your pen w ould, 
if the thing be not incorrigibly bad, very much im- 
prove it. Had I not feen a difplay of your judge- 
ment and delicacy, in the Obfervations, See. I 
fhould not have aikedfuch aninflanceof your friend- 
fliip : whereas now I cannnot but earneftly defire 
it, fhall highly efteem it, and fnall very thankfully 
acknowdedge it. 

‘ Not by night, nor by ftrength, but by my Spi- 
‘ rit, faith the Lord.’ And we may truly fay, Not 
by polifhed didlion, or brilliant fentiment; not by 
the arts of perfuafion, or the force of reafoning ; but 
by God almighty’s blefflng, our attempts are preva- 
lent, and our books fuccefsful. This is my com- 
fort, and this my confidence : as an author, I 
would aim, fingly aim at the glory of my divine 
Mailer, and the furtherance of his everlafting gof- 
pel. rIhen I would refign the iffue of my endea- 
vours wholly to his providence and grace •, w’ho can 
out of the mouths of babes and fucklings, perfect 
his praife. Neverthelefs, I would by no means ne- 
glecl the recommendations of a graceful compofi- 
tion. I w'ouid be glad to have the apples of gold, 
which are the truths of our holy religion, conveyed 
or fet in pidlures of filver. For this vve have the 
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genius of human nature, which, generally fpeak- 
ing, muft be pleafed, in order to be profited. For 
this we have the precedent of the wifefi: of men, 
who ‘ fought and found out acceptable words,’ even 
when that which was written, was the truth of God. 
—If it is confiftent with your other engagements, 
to oblige me in this very fubftantial manner,—***, 
who undertakes to tranfmit this letter, has promif- 
ed to convey a little parcel to your hands. 

I wilh you, Sir, what the eloquent apoftle ftyles, 
‘ the riches of the full affiirance of underftanding;’* 
and, turning my .wifhes into prayers, take my leave, 
and profefs myfelf. Rev. Sir, 

Your truly affe&ionate 
Friend and Brother 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CVII. 

J\ly dear Friend, 
p'T^HE apoltle warns us not to be ‘ carried about 

8 1 with every wind of doftrine.’—I think,Mar- 
fhall has anfwered great part of Dr.—’s letter, 
(fee page 96, 97. of the 8vo edition).—Pray defire 
Dr. — at his leifure to fhew, wherein he fufpedts 
Marfhall to be unfcriptural.—You may depend up- 
on it, I fhall appeal from the Dodtor’s determina- 
tion, unlefs he fupports it by feripture.—The poor 
and unlearned generally underftand.;the gofpel bet- 
ter than the accomplifired fcholars ; becaufe it plea- 
fes God, by the focliflinefs f of preaching, to fave 
them that-believe.—-God long ago foretold, that 
but few would underhand and receive evangelical 
truth, c "Who hath believed our report ?’ fays Ifaiah: 
Very, very few. To this St. Paul adds ‘ Not ma- 
‘ ny wife, not many mighty are called.’—The at- 
tributes of the Deity will hand clear from all jull 

* .See CoVii. a. f See i C r. i. ar. 

1 
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impeachment, if we demonftrate, that his do£lrine 
is moft excellently calculated, to humble the fin- 
ner, to exalt the Saviour, and promote filial obedi- 
ence.—Let the objections and mifapprehenfions of 
fuch learned and ingenious men, teach us to dif- 
truft our own ability ; not to lean to our own un- 
derftandings, but feek more earneftly for the Spirit 
of wifdom and revelation. 

Dr. — thinks the doctrine delivered in Marfhalt’s 
book to be inconfiftent with feripture, and repug-' 
nant to reafon.—Whereas, I think, it contains the 
very marrow of feripture ; confequently, is reafon 
in its higheft refinement. I daily experience it to 
be the medicine of my better life, or the moll fove- 
reign means to comfort the confcience and puri- 
fy the heart.—If the Doctor had leifure, I fiiould 
be glad to hear what a perfon of his fine fenfe and 
keen difeernment could fay againil my favourite au- 
thor.— 

Have you any author of elegance and fpirit, who 
has written either a treatife or fermon on the fub- 
ject of true holinefs,—its nature,—its necelfity,— 
its excellency ? If you could furnifh me with fuch 
a treatife, I would endeavour to put his difplays of 
holinefs into Theron’s mouth, and Afpafio Ihould 

. Ihew the manner of acting, all on evangelical prin- 
5 ciples.—Has Atterbury faid any thing of this kind, 
or Folter in his fermons ?—I wifh you would fearch 
you • owrn (lock of ideas. Search your moll admir- 
ed Arminian writers, and produce the noble quali- 
ties, the important duties, which conftitute the 
dignity or the happinefs of our nature : and I will 
undertake, I will attempt, at leafl to point out the 
expeditious and eafy way to them, all on Mr. Mar- 
Ihall’s plan. 

| . The Doctor is flrangely vague in his argumenta- 
1 tion. On the two full topics he does little elle but 
; ramble ; the laft he abfolutely millakes. I don’t 

E e 
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affirm that we have fufficient ftrength. I wonder 
how he could fuppofe this, when he knows it is our 
perfuafion, that we have not power fo much as cor- 
dially to will that which is good. But a perfuafion • 
that will give us fufficient ftrength, this is the 
point we plead for, the privilege to which we ftand 
intitled by the gofpel. 

You forget, my dear friend, to fend me Jennings 
on original fin.—If you think Mrs. — is in want, I 
will very willingly give her two guineas. Who 
would not give away their fuperfluities for his fake, 
who gave his very life for our fins ? O ! that I had 
alfo ftrength of body, that I might fpend what is 
more valuable than gold in his facred fervice ! But 
forbear, my foul, his will be done.—I hope God 
may incline your heart, to review thofemanufcripts ; 
and ftrengthen your judgement, to difcern their im- 
proprieties. I really have no fondnefs to appear a- 
gain in print: I had much rather decline, what re- 
quires any labour of the brain. But fince I have pro- 
ceeded fo far in the work, fince there is fome ex- ; 
pedlation of it, and many prayers put up for it, I 
cannot be cafy, when I oiler to difcontinue it. Do, ' 
my dear friend, give me a little of your time ; take 
fome pains in my behalf; ’tis the laft trouble of this ( 

kind I ihall ever give you. For ftiould this piece be 
finiftied, never, never will I attempt another. Who 
knows, but if you help me in this work, I may eon- 
verfe with vou when I am dead; and perhaps, a ^ 
very weak hint, from the pen of an old friend, may 
be bleiled to your comfort, when he is gone hence, 
and no more feen ! Till then, after then, and for 
ever, I hope to be affectionately yours, 

James H e r v e y. 
P. S. Pray let me hear the iflue of your inter- 

view with the gentleman.—I hope, the God of wif- 
dom and of power will give you an irreproachable 
conduct, and a decent boldnefs. Why fhould^ve 
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be ‘ afraid of man that (hall die, and the fon of man 
‘ that {hall be as grafs: and forget the Lord our Ma- 
‘ ker who ftretched out the heavens, and laid the 
‘ foundation of the earth V Fear not, you have done 
nothing in this whole affair, but what, I am verily 
perfuaded, is pleafing to him, whofe loving-kind- 
nefs is better than life. 

Oh ! that it was worth your while to wifli, and 
that it was fafe for me to grant, an abfolution of 
my fentence againft you ;—but you mult not come 
to hear me fo long as the fmall-pox is in your town, 
as many of my people will be terrihed at your pre- 
fence. I’ll tell you one good thing, that was in our 
fermon laft Sunday ; this portion * of fcripture, viz. 
‘ With the Lord there is mercy, and with him is 
* plenteous redemption.’ And this, all this is for 
you, my dear friend; and for tliee, my finful foul. 

, O ! let us receive the bleflings ; let us embrace the 
i bleflings ! For it is our gracious Mailer’s will, by, 
| thefe fvveet, invitingj generous methods, to wean 

us from a deluding world, and win us to his blef- 
fed feif.—Adieu. 

L E T T E .R CVIII. 

Dear Sir, 
Y poor father is in fome refpe<fb better, but 

M he is as weak and helplefs as ever. Moft of 
his time pafles in a kind of dofmg deep. He has 
po inclination to talk ; takes little notice of perfons 

.] or things.—I hope, his great work is done, his in- 
tereft in ChrHt fecured, and his foul fandtilied by 
grace. For indeed, fuch a ftate of languifliing is 
as unfit to work out falv.* ion, and lay hold on e- 
ternal life, as to grind at a mill, or to run a race. 
Oh ! that we all may give diligent attention to the 
things which belong to our peace, before the inabi- 

# bee Pfal. cxxx. 7, 
E e 2 
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lity of ficknefsy and the night of death approaches. 
— I font for the Poem on iicknefs, by Mr. Thomp-; 
fon of Queen’s college, Oxford ; and was furprif- 
ed to find it a four-ftiilling and fixpenny-piece. It' 
is, I think, a loofe and rambling performance ; feme 
good lines, but a great deal of it nothing at all to 
the purpofe : not comparable, in point of elegance,, 
propriety, and beauty, to his Hymn on May. How- 
ever, I would not have it depretiated, methinks, be- 
caufe it fpeaks worthily of the Chriftian religion, 
and the Rock of our hopes, Chrifi: Jefus. 

Adieu, my dear friend. 
Ever yours, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CIX. 

Dear Si/?er, 
I Hope this will find my father better. I heartily 

wilh and daily pray, that the God of everlaft- 
ing compaffions may comfort him under his forrows, 
may fandtify his afflidlion, and reftore him to his 
health, that he may recover more fpiritual ftrength 
before he goes hence, and is no more feen. 

I fent my brother foihe books, and humbly be-„ 
feech the giver of every good gift, to accompany 
them with his heavenly blelfing ; for what he blef- 
ies, is Welled indeed. 

I could be truly glad to hear your complaints are 
removed ;—but if they continue, don’t be difeou- 
raged.—‘ Whom the Lord loveth he chaftifeth’. J 
God had but one Son without fin, but none with- 
out fulferings. Oh ! that his infinite goodnels may 
fanftify your tribulation.:, that they may be a means 
of weaning you from the world, and bringing you 
to Jefus Chrilt! Then you will one day fay with 
the pfalmift, ‘ It is good for me that I have been 
‘ affli&ed.’—I am, &c. 

James Hervey. 
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L E T T E R - CX. 

33* 

Dear Sir, 

YOur obfcrvations are perfectly juft, an'cl Dr-‘ 
Doddridge’s remarks are admirably judicious ; 

his alterations are indeed excellent and charming. 
Oh! may they be equally imprelEve on me, as I 
tranfcribe them, and on all that may hereafter read 
them ! Many moft folid and valuabe corrections 
has the Dodtor already made in my little piece, but, 
in my opinion, thefe are beyond them all. I can- 
not but wifli he had leifure, to have went through 
the whole with his improving ftrokes; but, as the 
bulinefs of his academy and miniftry is fo various, 
and fo important, I cannot prevail with myfelf to 
make fuch a requeft- I v/ill try, and do the belt I 
can, to proceed on the plan which he has formed, 
and to follow (magno licet intervallo) the example 
he has fet. Be fo good as make my moft grateful 
acknowledgments let your tongue fpeak, for real- 
ly my pen cannot write, how greatly I am obliged . 
to him. I will venture to turn, what was ufed for- 
merly as an imprecation, into a wifh and a bleffing 
on this occafion, ‘ May God do fo to him and more 
‘ alfo!’ 

—O ! that our writings may be accompanied 
with the blefled Spirit; and that the fpirit of our 
writings may be operative on our hearts, and appa- 
rent in our converfation ! 

Ever yours, while 
James Heevet. 

LETTER CXI. 

My deaf Friend, Miles's Lane, Sat. Morn. 
IF I am tolerably well, I will wait upon Dr. C— 

on Tuefday morning.—He has a delicate genl- 
Ee 3 
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us, and I dare fay he is an excellent phyfician.—Oh 
that his fine parts may be grafted into the true olive- 
tree, and bring forth fruit unto God.—If Provi- 
dence permits us to meet, I hope to have fome e- 
vangelical difcourfe with him. 

Sure you could not go to London, without put- 
ting to your heart fome of your own important quef- 
tions, under the heads of felf-examination.—Have 
you indulged yourfelf in needlefs amufements, need- 
lefs divcrfions of any kind ?—Have you employed 
your time ufefully to yourfelf, or to others ?—My 
dearefl: friend, remember in what book, by whofe 
hand feveral fuch like queftions are written ! I fear 
you have not fo much as fpoke one word for Chrift, 
fince you have entered the metropolis ; though you 
mull: have had fo many opportunities. Oh ! why 
do you thus bury your fprightly talents in a nap- 
kin !—Edify your neighbours by your eonverfation. 
—What a lofs has Mr. — and Mr, —, and others 
of your correfpondents, fuftained by your forget- 
ting, or difufing the language of Zion ?—I have 
lately purchafed Lowman’s expofition of the Reve- 
lations.—Give me leave to refer you to the fifth 
verfe of the fecond chapter, ‘ Remember therefore 
‘ from whence thou art fallen, and do thy firlt 
‘ works.’ Pray lend me Lowman on the civil go- 
vernment of the Hebrews, which I hear is a mod 
excellent book, and illuftrates many obfeure paffa- 
ges in the Bible. 

Do you keep a diary, as you ufed to do, a fecret 
hiftory of your heart and conduct:, and take notice 
of the manner in which your time is fpent, and of 
the drain which runs through your difcourfe ? Do 
you minute down your fins of omiffion as well as of 
commiffion, and obferve the frame of your fpirit in 
religious duties ? Do you regifter your moll fecret 
faults, thole faults to which none but your own 
confcience is privy, none but the all-feeing eye dif- 
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cerns ?—And do you often review thefe intereil- 
ing memoirs P remembering, at the fame time, that 
for ail thefe things God will one day call you into 
judgement.—Keeping a diary is the way to know 
ourfeives, and of all other preparatives it beft dif- 
pofes us to prayer, and to feek in earneft after that 
blefled Redeemer, who died to fave iinners, and 
through whom alone we can ever expeff to enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Adieu ! my dear friend ! —God in heaven blefs 
and proteft you ! I hope to fee you ere long ;—and 
am, in the mean time, with true regard, 

Yours faithfully and affe£Honately, 
James Hervey. 

LETTER CXII. 

Dear Sir, IVejlon, Feb. 3. 1753. 

I Am greatly obliged for your repeated favours, 
and truly fenfible of my obligations. I have 

not acknowledged them fo punctually as I ought; 
but I hope you will excufe this negledl, and afcribe 
it to the real caufe, ill health and weak fpirits, 
which cramp my mind, unnerve my hand, and 
make me trefpafs upon the candour of all my cor- 
refpondents. Why did I fay hope ? I fee you do 
excufe me. Of this your lall letter, tranfmitted 
to Mr. Mofes Browne, is a clear and pleafing 
proof, which I fafely received, and for which I fin- 
cerely thank you ;—as 1 blefs the God of grace, and 
the God of wifdom, for giving you fo friendly a 
temper, and fo difcerning a judgement. 

The little * piece which you have fo judicionfty 
retouched and improved, was not written for public 

* This little piece was, Remarks on Lord BoVngbroke’s 
lettets on the Inftory of the Old Teftament, iuferted, Vol. V. 
p. 1S7, &c. 
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view ; but I thought, after frequent prayer to God 
for direction, and attending to the workings of his 
Providence, it was his will that it fliould be publilh- 
ed. I was fenfible of its many defedts, but upon 
his almighty power I depend for its ufefulnefs j he 
can bid even a worm threfh the mountains, and 
make his ftrength perfect, illuftrious, triumphant, 
in the moft abjedt weaknefs. Blefled be his holy 
name, that the fervants of Jefus Chrift, and the ad- 
vocates for his facred caufe, have fuch an arm to 
rely on. If another edition fliould be required, I 
will take leave to enrich my piece with your re- 
marks ; and let me beg of you to favour me with 
your opinion, in relation to fome additions, which 
I have occafionally penned. Page ux, after line 
22, add,-—But what fhall we fay to a miftake in the 
facred chronology,—a palpable miftake pointed out 
by his Lordlhip, proved to be fuch by the teftimony 
of profane hiftory,—Samaria, faid to be taken by the 
king of Affyria, twelve years after the Affyrian em- 
pire was no more ?—For my own part, I make nei- 
ther hefitation nor fcruple to reply, if Ifaiah and 
Herodotus * vary ; if the authors of the Kings, the 
Chronicles, and feveral of the prophets, differ from 
the Greek hiftorians, I am under no diiliculty in 
fettling my judgement, and taking my fide. When 
profane writers agree with the facred, I admit both 
accounts ; when they difagree, I reject: the former, 
and acquiefce in the latter. Nor can I tax myfelf 
with any thing unreafonable or arbitrary in this pro- 
ceeding : for, furely, thofe writers who are able to 
foretel future events, mult deferve the preference 
in relating paft. Thofe vvitnelfes, who dwelt on 
the fpot, and were perfonally concerned in affairs, 
are more to be relied on than thofe who lived in a 

* Herodotus does not differ from the prophet Ifaiah, and 
the feripture account of the empire of AlTyi ja ; ’tis C cfias and 
Juftin that vary from it. 
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diftant country, and wrote in a diftant age. With 
regard to the cafe fpecified by my Lord Bolingbroke, 
I believe the attentive reader will find the error, not 
in the facred Chronology, but in his Lordfliip’s ap- 
prehenfion. The kingdom of Affyria was not at 
that period no more ; but like the Irifh or Scotch 
crowns to the Englifli, united to the Babylonian : 
of which, when the holy writers treat, they call it 
fometimes by one name, and fometimes by the o- 
ther. 

Page 15, after eftabl iflied,—infert,—“If Ifaiah 
“ fpeaks by divine infpiration, when he fays of the 
“ formidable Sennacherib, The Lord of hofts fliall 
“ ftir up a fcourge for him, according to the flaugh- 
“ ter of Midian ; furely that memorable defeat re- 
“ corded in the book of Judges, muft be an undoubt- 
“ ed fa£I. Could the Spirit, which is infallible, 
“ give fuch a fanefion to a ftory which was fi£H- 
“ tious ?” When the fame Ifaiah prays in that e- 
levated and ardent drain,—‘ Awake, awake, put 
‘ on ftrength, O arm of the Lord ! awake as in the 
‘ ancient days, in the generations of old ! Art thou 
‘ not it, that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the 
‘ dragon ? Art thou not it, which hath dried the 
‘ fea, the waters of the great deep ? that hath made 
‘ the depths of the fea, a way for the ranfomed to 
‘ pafs over ?’ can we reafonably imagine, that the 
prophet would plead lying vanities, before the God 
of truth ? that he would ground fns own and his 
countrymen’s faith, on a popular romance ; or on 
what my Lord calls, “ purely-human, and there- 
“ fore fallible,” narrative ? 

Does not the bleffed Jefus deferibe the manner, 
and illuftrate the efficacy of his own death, by the 
ferpent lifted up in the wildernefs, and its all-heal- 
ing virtue on the wounded liraelites ? Does not the 
holy apoftle enumerate feveral of the moft wonder- 
ful miracles, wrought for the deliverance, the pre- 
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fervation, the chaftifement of Ifrael, and from thefe 
occurrences,—deduce the moft important admoni- 
tions ; urge the mofl: forcible exhortations ?—Such 
references, made by fuch perfons, not only fuppofe, 
but prove more than bare allufions ; they are alfo 
ratifications; and demonftrate, with an evidence, 
clear as the wifdom, firm as the faithfulnefs, of an 
incarnate God, that the writers of thefe accounts 
have neither deceived us,-nor were deceived them- 
felves. Should it be faid that thefe paffages are 
chiefly in the Mofaical hiftory, and therefore give 
no authority to the other hiftorical memoirs:—I 
would afk, Does not St. Paul, Rom. ii. 23. quote 
a pafiige from the book of Kings ? does he not build 
upon the pafl'age as a fure and undubitable truth ? 
does he not dignify the book wfith what 1 may term, 
the incommunicable charafter in writing; and ftyle 
it, by way of fuperlative eminence, the fcripture ? 
Is it not undeniably certain, that the Jewifh youths, 
and Timothy among the reft,—were inftruifed in 
the hiftorical as well as the prophetical volumes of 
the Old Teftament ? Does not the belt of judges re- 
commend all thofe volumes to our higheft eftima- 
tion, by pronouncing them holy writings, (/sp* 
(mlia) ? Does he not clearly manifeft their divine ex- 
tract, when he fo nobly difplays their divine effects , 
they ‘ are able to make thee wife to falvation, 
‘ through faith which is in Jefus Chrift ?’ What 
then fhall we think of Lord Bolingbroke s declara- 
tion ? which I could not read without grief, and 
cannot tranfcribe without horror : “ The Biole-hii- 
“ tory appears to every one, who reads it without 
“ prepoflfeflion, and with attention, to be nothing 
«< rnofe than a compilation of old traditions, and an 
“ abridgment of old records.” In fliort, my Lady, 
the dodtrinal and hiftorical parts are indiflblubly, 
&c. Page 20, line 18, after the word “ vigilance”, 
and inftead of the eight following lines,—infert, 
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the number of whofe verfes,—efpecially in the Pen- 
tateuch—was computed 5 and the arrangement of 
the very letters, for the fpace of many centuries, 
known •, whether, before the coming of Chrift, the 
fpirit of prophecy, which confefTedly exiftcd in the 
Jewilh church, * was not fufhcient to prevent, or 
elfe fure to deteft, any corrupt innovations ; whe- 
ther, after the coming of Chrift, the jealous eye 
which the Jews and Chriftians had on each other, 
w'as not an unfurmountable bar againft any mate- 
rial alterations. 

Page 21, line 2, after “ compo’fition,”—add,— 
“ Though we ftrould refcue our facred books from 
“ the imputation of fpurious additions, this will not, 
“ with my Lord at leaft, either eftablilh or retrieve 
“ their chara&er.” They contain, he fays, a very 
imperfedt account of the Ifraelites themfelves, of 
their fcttlements in the land of Canaan, of which 
by the way they never had entire, and fcarce ever 
peaceable pofieftion.—The facred narrative is a fum- 
inary account of the Jewifh affairs; but is it there- 
fore to be cenfured as an imperfedf account ? It is 
an epitome, father than a complete hiftory; but has 
it not all the qualities of a perfeef epitome ? Thofe 
particular facts are ieledled, which have a more e- 
fpecial reference to the interefts of religion, and the 

* This is a faft afTerted by every ancient prophet, and by 
alinoft al[ the facred hitiorian?. A faft, confirmed by Chrift 
and l isapnftles; niianimoufly attefted by the eariieft jiwifli 
writers: neither ditproved, nor contradicted, nor fo mneb as 
qoeftioned by any contemporary author. And if ail this does 
not amount to a proper proof, what proper proof can be given 
of any tranfaction, that paflesin a remote age ? 

The argument mentioned above will receive additional 
ftrength, if confideied in connection with that folemn charge, 
“ not to add nor dimtnifti,” Dcut. iv. a. Prov. xxx. 6. and 
with the t ufioin obferved by the prophets, of referring people 
for a foiution of their religious doubts, tt> the written word, 
l or would men of the prophetical character allow a book full 
m more'ti additions? Or would they direct the-wcil-difpofed 
to ludffallacious guides ? 
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kingdom of the Meffiah : in which the divine pro- 
vidence is moil eminently confpicuous, and from 
which mankind may be moft effedlually edified.— 
Inftead of finding fault with the writers for not be- 
ing copious, when their profefled aim was to be 
concife, a true critic would rather admire the feli- 
city of their narration ; which, though a foreign 
hiftory of the remotefl antiquity, relating to a peo- 
ple of the moft fingular manners, and peculiar ctif- 
toms, exprefled in an abfolute, dead language, and 
comprifed in the fhorteft compafs, is neverthelefs fo 
clear, fo intelligible, and fo fatisfa&ory. 

But they contain a very imperfeifl: account of the 
Ifraelitifti fettlement in Canaan.—Is it poflible for a 
perfon, who has read the book of Jolhua, to advance 
fuch a pofition ? Was ever any thing of the kind 
defcribed more minutely, or with greater accuracy? 
Here we have the general diftribution of the land, 
and the extent of each particular allotment. The 
borders of the feveral divifions are marked out, as 
with a line, and the cities in the feveral cantons 
mentioned by name. In Ihort, this whole tranfac- 
tion is fo circumftantially difplayed, that fome read- 
ers agreeing with my Lord in their difaffedtion to 
the Bible, but diametrically oppofite in their tafte of 
literature, have thought it particularifed even to tedi- 
oufnefs.—However, this particularity of defcrip- 
tion was highly expedient, not only to fuperfede a- 
ny fuch objedlion, as his Lordfhip has raifed, but 
alfo to afcertain, by an unalterable ftandard, the 
boundaries of the tribes; to prevent any encroach- 
ments upon the inheritance of each other ; and to 
demonllrate the wonderful agreement between the 
ancient predidbion of Jacob, the more recent pro- 
phecy of Mofes, and the fituation, the limits, the 
produce of the territories, refpedbively alhgned to 
the patriarchal families. Jacob foretold, that Zebu- 
lun Ihould dwell at the haven of the fca, whofe por- 
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tion a£tually lay on either fide of the fea of Gali- 
lee, and extended to the Mediterranean.—Mofes 
foretold, that the Lord fhould dwell between Ben- 
jamin’s Ihoulders, or the temple be placed at the 
extremity of his borders.—But I would refer my 
reader to Gen. xlix and Deut, xxxiii. In which 
chapters, compared with the diftinguilhing circum- 
ftances of the feveral tribes, he will difeern a moll 
furprifing fpirit of prophecy, planning out with 
precifion, what was afterwards determined by lot; 

, and fore-fhewing, with exaftnefs, what was not 
come into exiftence. 

The Ifraelites, ’tis*added, never had entire, and 
fcarce ever peaceable poflefiion of the land. This, 
my Lord imagines, mull imply an inconfiftency be- 
tween the divine promife, and the ilTue of things : 
therefore, to animadvert upon it, he degrefles from 
his fubje£t. But how will his Lordfhip’s animad- 
verfion comport with the teftimony of Jolhua ? Juft 
as well as light confifts with darknefs. The Lord 
gave unto Ifraei, all the land which he'fware to give 
unto their fathers ; and they pofiefied it, and dwelt 
therein. And the Lord gave them reft round about, 
according to all that he fware unto their fathers, 
Jofhua xxi. 43, 44. Is it not demonftrable, from 
Jolhua’s topographical draught of the country, and 
from the habitations.allotted to the feveral tribes, 
that they polleffed the bulk of the land ? What lit- 
tle remained in the occupation of the Canaaniies, 
bore no more proportion to the heritage of Ifraei, 
than the addition of a fringe, or the infertion of a 

Sloop, bears to the whole dimenfions of the garment. 
That they pollelled all this, and that they pofiefied 
no more, were circumftances equally confonant to 
the prophetic declarations of feripture. The one a 
pundtual execution of the minatory; the other, an 
evident accomplifhment of the promiiTory. He that 
faid to their pious progenitor, ‘ Lift up now thine 

F f 
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‘ eyes, and look from the place where thou art, 
‘ northward, and fouthward, and eaftward, and 
« wefhvard; for all the land which thou feeft, to 
‘ thee will I give it, and to thy feed for ever,’ Gen. 
xiii. 14, 15.; forever, is evidently promifed, on 
condition of their obedience ; whereas, in cafe of 
difobedience, the very reverfe is threatened, Deut. 
iv. 25, 26. ; the fame faid unto their degenerate 
offspring, ‘ Elfe if you do in any wife go back, and 
‘ cleave unto the remnant of thefe nations,even thefe 
‘ that remain among you; know for a certainty, that 
* the Lord your God will no more drive out any of 
* thefe nations from before you, Jolhua xxiii. 12, 
13. My Lord mull forget this laft particular, or 
negle£l to compare it with the preceding ; other- 
wife, he would have feen, in thefe prophecies and 
their correfponding events, a fignal manifeftation 
of God almighty’s goodnefs, juftice, and faithful- 
nefs : goodnefs, in giving what he gave ; jullice, in 
withholding what'he withheld; and faithfulnefs, 
in both difpenfations. 

As for peaceable poffeffion,—we have already 
heard the witnefs of Jolhua, a very fufficient wit- 
nefs, one would prefume, as he was generaliffimo 
of the Jewilh forces, and fuperintendant-general of 
the affair. How ever, let us fearch the records of 
the nation ; here w^e meet with long periods of 
peace, under the government of their firlt illullri- 
ous commander, and under the fubfequent admini- 
ftration of their judges ; ‘ The land had reft from 
* war,’ (Jolhua xiv. 15.) ‘ The land had reft forty 
< years,’ (Judges iii. 11. ‘ The land had reft eighty 
* years,’ (Judges iii. 30.) We find the fame face of 
public repofe in the reigns of David and Solomon, 
Afa and Jeholhaphat; and not of one only,, but of 
every righteous and religious king ; or, if peace de- 
parted for a feafon, vitftory fupplied its place, and 
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! fuccefs crowned theirarms.—The blefiingof nation- 
j al tranquility, was never promifed to the Ifraelites 
; abfolutely, but upon condition of fidelity to their al- 
1 mighty Sovereign. Whenever they were intitled 
) to it, by virtue of thi» promife, and their corref- 
j ponding obedience, they never failed to enjoy it. 
" Whenever they forfeited their title, either by re- 
i volting to idolatry, or confiding in idolaters, they 
» were conftantly puniihed with inteftine commo- 
1 tions, or foreign invafion. What {hall we infer 
] from hence? a conclufion any way prejudicial to 
{ the facred annals ? No ; but greatly to their glory. 
{ From hence it appears, that they are indeed the an- 
il nals of heaven : A regifter, not merely of political 
a conduit, but of divine difpenfations: The awful 
1 and important memoirs of a real Theocracy, iu 
la which, according to the emphatical language of I- 

faiah, ‘ The Lord was their Judge, the Lord was 
; ‘ their Lawgiver, the Lord was their King.' 

But thefe fails, my Lord complains, are related 
[i in a confufed manner. To which I can anfwer, 
j' We have each reign in the proper order of time. 
K The parentage of the fovereign is fpecified, and his 

general charaiter given. We are informed at what 
[i age he afcended the throne, and how long he fway- 
! ed the fceptre : who were the eminent perfons, and 

n what the remarkable incidents, which diftinguifia- 
>ied his government; how he died, and where he 
n was buried. Is this confufion r where then {hall we 
u look for regular arrangement ?—Perhaps his Lord- 
(i {hip means the interchangeable narration of occur- 
f-rences, in the kingdom of Judah, and the king- 
ddorn of Ifrael. This, I own, is obferved in the 
1 latter parts of the facred hiftory. But this can no 
rmore be called confufion, than the difpofition or 
it varying colours in feme beautiful piece of mofaic, 

can be called irregularity. It is rather a fine con- 
tt trail, or that pleafing diverfification in the feriesof 

F f 2 
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hiftorical writing, which my Lord’s poetical friend 
fo juftly admires in the decorations of a rural feat: 

Here order in variety you fee. 
Where all things differ, and yet all agree. 

Pope. 

Page 61, to line rp, fuppofe I fubjoin the fol- 
lowing note,—“ Joihua and Samuel wrought mira- 
cles< Ifaiah and Jeremiah foretold future events. ! 
Though it is not abfolutely certain, that all the fa- ' 
cred hiftorians were prophets, yet it is highly pro- . 
bable, from 1 Chron. xxix. 2p. This, however, 
is uhqueftionable, that their writings were reviewed 
and approved by men of prophetical gifts ; and the 
approbation of luchjudges mull give a fandlion lit- 
tle inferior to the authority, which their own com- 
pofitions would claim.” 

Page 71, at the top of the page,—add,—“ My 
“ Lord tells us, That the fcripture hiftory contains 
“ an account of the divifions and apoftacies, the re- 
“ pentances and relapfes, triumphs and defeats of 
“ the Ifraelites, under the occalional government 
“ of their judges, and under that of their kings, 
“ and of the Galilean and Samaritan captivity.” 
Whether this is mentioned by way of derogation, 
let the judicious reader determine. I would beg 
leave to obferve, that thefe occurrences, related in 
the fcriptural manner, with a continual regard to 
the fuperintending hand of Providence, are fame 
of the molt weighty and interefting materials, that 
can enrich the hiltorical page. None fo well cal- 
culated to teach nations, to admonifh kings, and 
improve pofterity.—His Lordlhip might have faid, 
with the utmoll veracity ; and, I think, in common 
jultice, he ought to have faid, They contained alfo 
the molt unparallelled inltances of national fuccels, 
and perfonal atchievements *, the molt beautiful and 
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affecting piftures of virtue, delineated, through all 
its branches, in a multiplicity of living characters j 
than which nothing can be better accommodated 

^ to excite the attention, and charm the imagination ; 
to touch the heart, and imprefs the paflions; to in- 
flame them with the love, and mould them into the 
image of univerfal holinefs. 

Here we behold a people always deftitute of ca- 
r valry, the main ftrength of the battle ; yet always 
i a match, and more than a match, for their molt 
| powerful adverfaries, fo long as they maintained a 

dutiful reliance on their God: A people, who left 
I their frontiers naked and defencelefs, at three flat- 
1 ed folemnities in every year; yet never were invad- 
j ed a*- this critical juncture by their molt vigilant e- 

1 nemics, fo long as they perfilted in obedience to 
I their almighty ProteCtor ; A people whofe very land, 
i as well as its inhabitants, was wonderful; both the 

feene and the fubjeCt of miracles : for, after five 
years unintermitted tillage, (which one would ima- 
gine, fhould have exhaulted its prolific powers,) it 
yielded conltantly a double increafe, in order to 
fupply the demands of the fucceeding year ; when, 
by the divine appointment, all was to ly fallow and 
uncultivated.—Here we behold men of fuch fingu- 
lar and exalted piety, that th«y walked with God, 
and were tranflated into the realms of Glory, with- 
out palling through the gates of death : Men of fuch 
undaunted courage, that they have rebuked princes, 
confronted angry monarchs, and fmiled at the feve- 
reft menaces of a tyrant, whofe bare frown has 
made the world to tremble: Men of fuch heroic a- 
bilities, that one of thenv^as llain hundreds; ano- 
ther of them has put his tftbufands to flight; and both 
by the moll contemptible weapons: A third without 
any weapon, has given chace to the roaring lion, and 
tl ■ raging bear ; and rent them to pieces, or fmit- 
tvn them to the earth: Men, that have been empow- 
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ered to fliut or opcnihe flu ices of the fky ; have com- 
manded the ground to expand her horrid jaws, and 
fwallowupthe living; or bidthegrave unlockher ada- 
mantine doors, and reftore the dead: Men, who have 
walked amidft the burning fiery furnace, as compof- 
ed in their fpirits, and as fecure in their perfons, as 
if they had been taking the air in fome calm, fequef- 
tered fhady bower. In a word, here is a detail of 
fuch marvellous things, as no eye hath feen perform- 
ed in any other nation under heaven; no ear has 
heard related by any other annalift or biographer 
whatever ; and, though they are the very fanftity 
of truth, yet fuch as never entered into the imagi- 
nation, even of romance itfelf to conceive.—£ Afk 
‘ now of the days that are paid, which were before 
‘ thee, fince the day that God created man upon the 
‘ earth ; and afk from one fide of heaven unto the 
‘ other, whether there hath been any fuch thing, as 
‘ thefe great things are, or hath been heard like 
‘ them,’ Deut. iv. 32. This,though fpoken of the mi- 
racles wrought in Egypt, and the wonders manifelt- 
ed in the wildernefs, is applicable to almoft the whole 
tenor of the fcriptural hiftory. My remarks, &c. 

Your opinion with relation to the preceding pa- 
ragraphs, will be received as a favour, and attend- 
ed, I hope, with a bleffing.—I find, I am blamed, 
for animadverting on his Lordfhip’s ftyle, (page 
36.); for not giving his Lordfhip the title of No- 
ble, not treating him with a refpett due to his dig- 
nity. I have trefpafled, it is farther alledged, againft 
the rules of candour and benevolence, page 33, 34, 
and page 68. I know you have a large ihare of pa- 
tience, may the Lord Jefus (of whofe fulnefs his 
faints receive, even grace for grace) multiply upon 
you, both this, and every other fruit of the Spirit ! 
Pray, what do you apprehend to be the precife mean- 
ing of St. Paul’s exprellion, €* -we** tskiv.—Rom. 
i. 17. ‘ from faith to faith/ as ’tis tranllated. 



Let. 113- OF LETTERS. 345- 
I ftiould be much obliged, if you would let me 

know, what are fome of the moll valuable books, 
which you have met with on various fubje£ts of im- 
portance ?—v/hat little treatife is molt proper to 
put into the hands of illiterate people ?—what are 
foine of the molt judicious and improving compofi- 
tions in biography ?—what the molt found and 
weighty authors, that might be recommended to a 
young lludent in divinity ?—You fee I am always 
in the begging llrain : the language of my letters, 
is like the horfe-leech’s two daughters, Give ! give ! 
—All I can do, by way of return, is to befe^h the 
King immortal, invifible, the only wife God, to 
give you all fpiritual bleiTings in heavenly things.— 
To do this, with all the ability which God lhall be- 
llow, will be as truly plealing to, as it is jultly due 
from, 

Dear Sir, 
Your much obliged, 

and very affectionate friend, 
James Hervey. 

LETTER CXIII. 

Dear S/r, WeJIon-Favell, May 19. 1753. 

I Have lately been fomewhat bulled in preparing 
a fermon to be preached before the clergy, at 

our archdeacon’s vifitation : and to my weak nerves, 
and languid fpirits, a little bufinefs is a toil. A 
commentator, with whom I wilh you may long be 
unacquainted, has taught me the meaning of Solo- 
mon’s defcription, ‘ The grafshopper lhall be a bur- 
den.’ 

This, I hope, will apologize for my delay, in an- 
fwering more fully your lalt very obliging favour.— 
More fully, I fay, becaufe, in a former letter, I ac- 
knowledged the receipt of a parcel with your re- 
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marks. Let me once more, dear Sir, return my 
fincereft thanks for thofe judicious and delicate ob- 
fervations. They are fo valuable, that I cannot but 
be very defirous to have the other parts of my pro- 
pofed work, undergo the fame fcrutiny, and receive 
a poliih from the faid hand. If this kind office will 
not too much interrupt your own ftudies, give me 
a permiffion to fend another packet; and withal a 
direction, how I {hall tranfrnit it to you moft expe- 
ditioufly. 

You will eafdy perceive, from feveral hints, per- 
haps from the whole tenor of my writing, that your 
new friend is, what people call a moderate Calvin- 
ift. Your fentiments, in fome particulars, may dif- 
fer from mine. Freely obje£I, where ever this is 
the cafe : I ailure you, I can bear, I fhall delight 
to have my notions lifted ; nor am I fo attached to 
any favourite fcheme, but I can readily relinquiffi 
it, when feripture and reafon convince me it is 
wrong.—"When I fee wife and learned men form- 
ing opinions different from mine, I hope, it will 
make me diffident of my own judgement; teach 
me “ not to lean to my own underftandingand 
prompt me to apply more earneflly,. for mat bleffed 
Spirit, whofe office it is c to lead into all truth.’ 

I ffiall be glad to hear, that the work you have 
in hand is going on with expedition. What a pri- 
vilege will it be, and what a diftinguiflring favour, 
if the great eternal God vouchfafes to make ufe of 
our pens to bring any glory to his name, or impart 
any fpiritual good to his people ! To no occafion 
is the wife man’s exhortation more applicable: 
‘ Whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all 
* thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor 
* knowledge, nor wifdom, in the grave, whither 
* thou goeft.’—I have a treatife entitled, Dr. Hil- 
drop’s hufbandman’s fpiritual companion ; but ne- 
ver read a page in it, nor ever heard a char after of 
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it. I have a difcourfe upon the fame fubjefb, 
amongft the writings of Mr. Flavel; it is a long 
time fmce I faw it, and then I only dipped in- 
to it, fo that I cannot pretend to give a character of 
it: only I think, in general, that Flavel abounds 
'with fine fentiments, exalted piety; and his lan- 
guage, for the molt part, is expreffive and beau- 
tiful. 

Poflibly, you will wonder that I ihould have had 
the treatife you inquire after, fo long, and not have 
perufed a (ingle page of the bock; and you juftly 
might, in cafe I had bought it: but it came to me 
by inheritance. My itudy is compofed of the books 
that were collefted by my father and grandfather : 
among which there are multitudes, that I fhall con- 
tinue a ftranger to, as long as I live, though they 
(land at my right hand and mv left every day.—I 
want to be better acquainted with God’s holy word, 
—to have its ineftimable truths lodged in my me- 
mory,—its heavenly doctrines irnpreffed upon my 
heart,—that my tempers may take their fafhion 
from it,—that my private converfation may be fea- 
foned with it, and my public miniftrations enrich- 
ed by it.—Thus, dear Sir, may the word of Chrifl: 
dwell in us richly ! 

Will you give me leave to lay before you a plan 
of the work ? (part of which has already received, 
and the remainder humbly requefts, your improv- 
ing touches); viz. Sincere obedience not fufhcient 
for our juftification.—The defign of God’s law, to 
convince of fin, and bring toChrift.—Some farther 
objections urged and anfwered : * the whole fum- 
med up. Our friends part, but agree to corref- 
pond.—Theron, more attentivelyobferving his heart 
and life, is convinced of his guilty ftate ; and be- 
gins. to fee the neceffity of a better righteoufnefs 

# See following page. 
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than his own ; defires to fee what can be alledged 
in fupport of the imputation of Chrift’s righteouf- I 
nefs.—This occafions fome letters from Afpafio, 
wherein the point is proved, from the articles and 
homilies of our church ; from the writings of our 
molt eminent divines ; from the Old and New Tef- 
tament. The excellency of this righteoufnefs dif- 
played, both from its matchlefs perfedlion, and'the 
dignity of the author.—A letter or two from The- 
ron, by way of carrying on the epiftolary inter- 
courfe, relating to the wonders of creation, as they 
appear both in the fea, and on the land ; chiefly 
calculated to manifelt the goodnefs of the Creator, 
not without a view to the-main fubjeft.—The in- 
fluence of this righteoufnefs on moral virtue and e • 
vangelical holinefs.—Our friends brought together 
again. Theron, under difcouraging apprehenfions. 
—The freenefs of grace, and of the gift of righte- , 
oufnefs.—Difcourfe on faith, by which we are u- 
uited to Chrift, and interefted in his righteouf- 
nefs.—The noble, beneficial, and delightful ufe to 
be made of this do&rine. Theron relapfes into fins 
of infirmity ; his faith fhaken ; fupports proper for 
fuch a ftate.—Sanftification ; its nature, its princi- 
ples, its progrefs.—Afpafio feized with a fudden 
and fatal illnefs ; his fentiments and behaviour in 
his lalt moments. 

Thefe, dear Sir, are the ftamina of my intended 
piece. Oh ! that he, who educes fo many millions 
of elegant leaves, lovely-flowers, and graceful plants, 
from the feeds of fpring, may enable this enfeebled 
hand to dilate, fill up, and finilh the whole ! 

As foon as I conclude this epiftle, I write to a 
very ingenious friend of yours. With whom, ie- 
veral years ago, I had begun to form an acquaint- 
ance ; but my departure from Oxford, and other 
accidents, interrupted the intercourfe for feveral 
years. And I was informed, to my unfeigned for- 



Let. 113. OF LETTERS. 349 
row, that Mr. — was dead. But a letter lately re- 
ceived from him, moft agreeably undeceived me, 
and brought a very welcome overture for a renewal 
of our correfpondence.—God almighty grant, that 
all our focial communication may be a happy means, 
not only of cherilhing our affettion, and refining 
our tafte, but alfo of quickening our love to the 
blefled Jefus, and animating our zeal for his facred 
interefts; or as the apoftle exprefles my wifh, with 
an energy which no language but his own can reach, 
that they may be fubfervient and dFeftual 
g[mv AycLvrK ncu Mthuv epyiw. 

One or two articles I forgot, in exhibiting to you 
my plan. But this * will direft where they'are to 
be introduced.—“ The corruption of our nature, 
“ demonftrated, firft from fcripture, then from ex- 
“ perience. Between which, to relieve or enter- 
“ tain the reader, is inferted a dialogue on the ad- 
“ mirable formation and oeconomy of the human 
“ body.”—The vifitation-fermon I mentioned in the 
beginning, though perfe&ly plain and artlefs, is in 
the prefs. It will wait upon you in the next parcel, 
as foon as I have the favour of your anfwer. It is 
printed for the relief of a poor afflifted child, as a 
ihort advertifement will inform the world. The 
perfon, to whofe management it is configned, in- 
forms me, that he has given orders for an impreflion 
of two thoufand ; befides a hundred and fifty, which 
I have befpoke for myfelf. Would this circumftance 
recommend it to your beneficent and worthy friend 
Ur. — ? I may now no longer look upon it as a 
difeourfe delivered by me, but as an agent for the 
miferable, and an advocate for the diftrefled. I 
fhould therefore be very glad, and much obliged, if 
he would (in cafe he approves the performance) 
purchafe fome of them, in order to give away. Of 
this he may be affured, that, by every one, of which 

* See tlie preceding page. 
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he fhall fo difpofe, he will do a real a£l: of charity 
to a difeafed and crippled youth ; and I fhall not 
ceafe to pray, that the God of infinite goodnefs may 
accompany the * piece with his divine bldfing, and 
make the gift an aft of fpiritual charity to the rea- 
der’s foul.—Be pleafed to prefent my moft refpeft- 
ful compliments to the Doftor ; and give me leave 
to expeft, not a line, but a fiieet filled with your 
thoughts. Then I (hall promife myfelf one thing 
more, that you will, in the fpeed of your favours, 
as well as in the worth of its contents, exceed, 
greatly exceed, 

Dear Sir, 
Your truly-affeftionate, 

and very much obliged friend, 
James Hervey. 

LETTER CXIV. 

Dear Sir, Wejton-Favell, Aug. 18. 1753. 
I Have now procured fome franks; and leil the 

want of this vehicle fiiould retard the delight 
and improvement, which I always receive from 
your correfpondence, I take leave to inclofe one. 
’Tis for your ufe, but my benefit. 

I received the parcel, and owe you my thanks for 
the prefent. I wonder, that you fiiould be back- 
ward to gratify Mr. —. Certainly, you have truth 
on your fide. The arguments are nervous and con- 
clufive -, clearly and (for the moft part) concifely 
ftated, urged with propriety, and a becoming 
warmth ; yet without any of that ‘ wrath of man, 
‘ which worketh not the righteoufnefs of God but 
rather (for 1 apprehend, there is a (jlu&vk in the ex- 
prelfion) obftrufts its advance, both in ourfelves 
and others. If I was in your cafe, I would let my 

* His fermon, intitled, ‘ The Crofs of Chrift fhe Chrittiar.’s 
* glory,’ inferred vol. V. p. 45. &rc. 
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arrow fly, as far as Providence is pleafed to carry 
it': and I befeech the blefl'ed God to profper it, that 
it may give a mortal blow to error, and co-operate 
with his own holy word, in being profitable 
ihiy/av.—Now I mention Mr. —, pray let me de- 
fire you to afk, when you write to him again, whe- 

j ther he received, fome months ago, a letter from 
me. If it mifcarried, I Ihall with pleafure fupply 
its place with another: for, though I have now but 
very few correfpondents, and my enfeebled confti- 

1 tution will allow me to write but few letters, I {hall 
itrive hard to keep up an intercourfe with thofe gen- 
tlemen, from whom I expe£t to have my talie re- 
fined, or my mind improved. And among that 
number I reckon Mr. —. 

I {hall fincerely rejoice to hear, that your eye is 
|l ftrengthened, and your health confirmed. How 
}j valuable are-thefe bleflings ! efpecially to thofe who 
ij employ them for the honour, and devote them to 
I] the fervice of Chrift !—I with you had taken mi- 
flnutes of what you faw moft remarkable, in your 
> tour through Weftmoreland and Cumberland. A 
i|defcription of thofe counties would be very accepta- 
ii ble to us, who inhabit a more regular and better 
t cultivated fpot. Defcribed in your language, and 
f,embelliihed with your imagination, fuch an account 
untight be highly pleafing to all; and, grafted with 
^religious improvements, might be equally edifying. 
1—Such kind of writings Xuit the prefent taite. We 
I don’t love clofe thinking. That is moft likely to 
j win our approbation, which extenuates the fancy, 
without fatiguing the attention. Since this is the 

I difpofition of the age, let us endeavour to catch 
jjmen by guile ; turn even a foible to their advantage, 
[and bait the gofpel-hook agreeably to the prevailing 
tafte.—In this fenfe, ‘ Become all things to all 
men.’ 

! Permit me to afk, Whether you have yet feen 
G g 
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Witfius de oeconomia foederum ?—I wifh, for my 
own fake, that you was fomewhat acquainted with 
this author; becaufe fhould you be inclined to know 
the reafon and foundation of my fentiments on any 
particular point, * Witfius might be my fpokefman; 
he would declare mv mind, better than 1 could my- 
felf. 

Converfing fome time ago with a very ingenious 
gentleman, he made an obfervation, which I think 
is new and curious ; I fhould be glad of your opi- 
nion, whether you think it rational and iblid. It 
was upon thefe words, VA'z}io-umi tf'tSct'/jK, iT/dittcs n 
X&fai', Heb. vi. 2. This paflage is generally fup- 
poftjd, efpecially by writers of the eflablifhed church, 
to denote the facrament of baptifm, and the rite of 
confirmation.—With regard to the latter, my 
friend queried, Whether the practice of confirma- 
tion can be allowed to conftitute one of the funda- 
mentals (Qi/xiAia,) of Chriftianity ?—With regard to 
the former, can it be Ihewn, that the apoftle, in 
any other place, calls the ordinance of baptifm B«tr- 

in the plural number ?—May not then the 
claufe more properly refer to two eminent Jewifii 
ufages ; the various purifications made by wafhings, 
and the impofition of hands on the piacular victims ? 
The one of which reprefented a purity of heart and 
life ; the other was expreflive of a tranflation of pu- 
nifhment from the offerer to his facrifice. Then we 
have fignified, in language familiar to the Hebrew, 
and by images with which they were perfeflly ac- 
quainted, the fanifification of the Spirit, and the 
fubftitution of Chrift in our Head.—What feems to 
corroborate this conje&ure is, the vaft importance 
of thefe two articles. They are the two grand dif- 
tinguilhing peculiarities of the Chriftian Icheme : 

* A tranflation of this favourite author of Mr. Hervey’s 
was publifned fonie years ago. 
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without them, every treatifc upon fundamentals 
muft be extremely defeftive. 

lam much pleated with your remark on a certain 
learned —. The heart furely ihould be engaged in 
the preacher’s office, as well as the head.— 

Are paflions, then, the Pagans of the foul ? 
Reafon alone baptiz’d ? alone ordain’d 
To touch things facred ? 

The great apoftle was fervent in fpirit, as well as 
cogent in arguing. He befeeches, conjures, and 
charges his people. He adds prayers to his entrea. 
ties, and tears to his prayers. When he reafons, 
conviftion (bines ; when he exhorts, pathos glows. 
May your difcourfes, dear Sir, be (Irong with the 
one, warm with the other, and by both be happily 
inftrumental, ‘ to turn Tinners from * darknefs un- 
‘ to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 

* ‘ that' they may receive forgivenefs of fins.’—We 
1 have very wet unkindly weather for the hdrveft. 

May it teach us all to fee our dependence on that 
divine hand, which giveth rain from heaven and 
fruitful feafpns. May it ftir us up more ardently 
for that inheritance which is incorruptible, as well 

i as undefiled ! whofe chara£ter is perfe£lion, and 
• whofe duration is eternity ! Into this, dear Sir, 
1 may you, and many of your hearers, many of your 

: readers, in due time, have an abundant entrance ! 
and there find as a monument of mercy, and a tro- 
phy of redeeming grace, 

Your truly-affeftionate friend, 
James H e r v e y. 

J        

LETTER CXV. 

WeJIon, Ocloher 28. 1753. 
AMD muft I refume my correfpondences ? £)oes 

my dear Mr. — join with feveral other 
* See A(\s xxvi. 18. 
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friends, to render me inexcufably rude, if I neglect 
writing any longer?—Then, with the divine affift- 
ance, I will again take up my pea, though an in- 
ceflant feries of infirmities has wore it to the very 
flumps ; for which reafon, I have thrown it afide, 
with an intention to continue filent, and inactive, 
as a dead man out of mind. 

To make fome reparation for mypaft negligence, 
I acknowledge your late favour without any delay. 
Yefterday I received it, and to-day I anfwer it; e- 
ven though I might jullly plead wearinefs, as an ex- 
cufe for a dilatory condudl.—I have this afternoon 
been preaching to a crowded audience.—The Lord 
Jefus Chrill grant ir may be an edified one ! You 
would be furpril'ed, and I believe every body won- 
ders, that I am able to officiate for myfelf. I am 
fo weak, that I can hardly walk to the end of my 
parilh, though a fmall one; and fo tender, that I 
dare not vifit my poor neighbours, for fear of catch- 
ing cold in their bleak houfes; yet I am enabled, 
on the Lord’s day, to catechife, and expound to my 
children in the morning, and to preach in the af- 
ternoon.—And every Wednefday evening, hay-time 
and harveft only excepted, I read prayers, and give 
them a ledture-fermon in Wefton church. This is 
the Lord’s doing, or, as your favourite book ex- 
prefies it, this is owing to “ the good hand of God 
“ upon me.” Join with me, my dear friend, in a- 
doring his grace ; and pray, that if my life is fpar- 
ed, my capacity for his fervice may be prolonged; 
that, if it be his blefied will, the day which puts an 
end to the one, may put a period to the other. 

I thank you for your news from the Weft. I af- 
fure you, it is highly pleafing to hear, eipecially 
concerning the profperity of my old acquaintance. I 
often think of them, and with deep regret, for my 
unprofitablenefs among them. Blelfed be God for 
ever and ever, that both they and I may have a bet- 
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ter righteoufnefs than our own. May we all grow 
in grace, and ere long meet in glory ! 

You need not doubt, but it is a pleafure to my 
heart, to remember, in my befl: moments, that va- 
luable and valued friend, with whom I have fre- 
quently took fweet counfel on earth, and with whom 
I fhall quickly be admitted into the heaven of hea- 
vens ; there to behold the glory, the inconceivable 
and eternal glory of him, who loved us both, and 
has wafhed us from our fins in his own blood. 

God has been pleafed to pity the poor youth, for 
whole relief the viiitation-fermon I preached at Nor- 
thampton was printed. Through his good provi- 
dence, an edition of two thoufand is difpofed of; 
befides a fupernumerary provifion of two hundred, 
deftined to the ufe of my parilhes. Nay, the ma- 
nager for the diltrefled objedh, is venturing upon a- 
nother edition. See, dear Sir, if Gocf will blefs, 

-who can blafl ? If he will further, who can ob- 
ftrutt ? A feather, a ftraw, if he pleafes to com- 
mand, (hall be a polilhed {haft in his quiver. Truft 
not therefore in eloquence or argument, in depth 
of thought, or beauty of ftyle, both which are con- 
fefledly wanting in the prefent cafe ; but ‘ truft ye 
‘ in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is 
‘ everlafting ftrength.’ 

I am furprifed, that any attendant on the—of 
— Ihould inquire after my fermon, unlefs it was 
to criticife, cenfure, and expofe. Becaufe there was 
really given too much occafion, both to his — and 
all his friends, to refent v/hat fome time ago I feem- 

1 ed to have done. In the midfl of the controverfy 
( between the — and the —, there was put into the 
i — Journal a paragraph from a letter of mine, con- 
! filling of a pretty high encomium on Mr. —. As 

though I fhould, unchallenged and unprovoked, 
ftep forth to confront your — ; or fhould think to 
bear down a — objedlions by my Tingle authority. 
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—This was alfo inferted in the moft ofFenfire man- 
ner ; not as an extraft from a private epiftle, with- 
out the confent or knowledge of the writer, but in- 
troduced as my own aft, and iubfcribed with my 
own name. 

I have found no reafon to retraft one jot or tittle 
of what was faid. And God forbid, that I fhould 
be afhamed of that incomparable minifter of Jefus 
Chrift ; than whom I know no man on earth, who 
has more of the amiable and heavenly fpiritof ChrilL 
Nor do I remember to have met with, in all my 
reading, a pcrfon, fince the days of miracles and in- 
fpiration, fo eminently zealous, or fo extenfively 
ufeful. Yet to obtrude his charafter on the public, 
at fuch a time, and with fuch circumftances, had 
fuch an air of officioufnefs, felf-conceit, and arro- 
gance, as muft neceflarily difguft others, and is what 
I would abfolutely difavow. 

This, I afterwards learned, was done by a well- 
meaning and moft pious man ; but, in this particu- 
lar, very injudicious. It is much to be defired, that 
religious perfons may have wifdom with their zeal; 
eyes in their wings, that, as far as is confident with 
the exercife of integrity, and the difcharge of duty, 
we may give no offence, neither to the Jew, nor to 
the Greek, nor to the church of God. 

Accept my fmcereft thanks for your promoting 
the fpread of my fermon ; and continue your pray- 
ers for its enfeebled author, that if the moft high 
God vouchfafes to employ him in any other work 
for the honour of his dear Son, he may be enabled 
to find out acceptable words, and that which is writ- 
ten may be words of truth. My affeftionate compli- 
ments wait upon Mrs. —. May you and yours dwell 
under the defence of the Moft High, and abide un- 
der the Iliadow of the Almighty !—I am, dear Sir, 

Moft cordially and inviolably yours, 
James H e r v e y. 
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LETTER CXVL 

Dear Sir, IVejion, May 5. 1754. 

SOme time ago, Mr. Mofes Browne was fo kind 
as to tranfmit to me three of your letters, which 

gave me both pain and pleafure.—Pain, to think 
how I had neglefted to cultivate fo valuable a cor- 
refpondence ;—pleafure and improvement, from the 
perufal of your truly-judicious remarks on Mr. Ken- 
nicott’s performance, and Mr. Goadby’s attempt.— 
The latter, I am afraid, is not fenfible of the great 
importance, and no fmall difficulty of writing a pro- 
per comment on the whole Bible. To explain and 
illuflrate, with any tolerable juftice, a book fo very 
fublime, fo vaftly comprehenfive, furely ffiould be 
the Work, not of a few months or years, but of his 
whole life, were his abilities ever fo diftinguiffied. 
I fhould be extremely forry, to fee that glorious 
gift of heaven come abroad into the world,—with 
fuch a collection of remarks, as might be more 
likely to depretiate, than minifter to its univerfal 
acceptance. 

You are pleafed to mention my intended work, 
and to oiler your kind affiftance j an offer, which 
I allure you I highly value; I defire nothing fo much, 
as to have the lame impartiality of criticifm exerci- 
fed upon my manufcript, as you have bellowed up- 
on the aforementioned writings. When my piece 
has been enriched by your correCfions, and if it re- 
ceives your imprimatur, it lhall go to the rrels with- 
out delay, as there is a likelihood of a lar je demand 
for the work, bo that home and abroad. This con- 
fideration makes me timorous and diffident, ef ci- 
ally as my in ceil ant infirmities and unconquerable 
languors render me fully unfit for the fu sport of 
fo weighty and fo grand a t ; : : . If it was not for 
fuch a declaration in the we.a of truth and life as 
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this,—‘ Not by might, nor by ftrength, but by my 
s Spirit, faith the Lord,’ I fhould totally defpair of 
any fuccefs.—Excufe, dear Sir, this hafty fcribble; 
{Lengthen the feebleft of all hands, engaged in the 
divine Jefus’s fervice ; and pity a man, whole head 
aches while he writes to you ; and heart almoft fails, 
when he writes for the pubtic ; but is, amidlt all 
his weaknefles, 

Your very fincere and much obliged friend, 
James Hervey. 

LETTER CXVir. 

Jlfy clear Friend, Wejlon-Favell, May 20. 1754, 

YOUR letter was good news from a far coun- 
try, and made doubly welcome, by a long pre- 

ceding filence, and by the valuable hand that 
brought it. 

Mr. — gave me his company one afternoon. 
We talked of Chrift Jefus and his beloved minifter 
at —. Oh ! that our converfation may be edify- 
ing, and build us mutually up in our molt holy 
faith !•—He was fo obliging, as to prefent me with 
the pitfure of the late worthy Dr. —. I hope, 
when I view it, I Ihrll be reminded of the inlcrip- 
tion of Sennacherib’s ftatue ; Ef s^t/t tii ofctav 
«vy. * Or rather, that it will addrefs me with the a- 
poltle’s admonition, ‘ Be ye not flothful, but follow- 
* ers of them, who through faith and patience iu- 
‘ herit the promifes.’ 

Mr. — has likewife tranfmitted to me feven of 
your fermons, fix on common, one on fuperfine pa- 
per. For the latter I fmcerely thank you ; for the 
former, i defire you will give me leave to pay you. 
I propofe to gratify and oblige my friends with 

* Whoever looks on me, let him worlhip God. 
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them ; and it feems utterly unreafonable, that I 
fhould be generous at your expence.—I admire and 
applaud your noble reliance on God and his provi- 
dence ; and, were you a fingle man, I would not 
offer to interpofe a prudential hint. But, perhaps, 
the other amiable parts of yourfelf may not have the 
fame ffeady and triumphant faith. For their fakes 
therefore it may be advifable, to take the ant for a 
pattern, and lay up fomething againft a rainy day. 

I heartily wifh, that good providence, on which 
you depend, may fpread your piece, and profper it 
in the world. Sure you fhould fuffer it to be ad- 
vertifed in fome of the principal news papers. I 
dare fay, you defire, you covet, you are ambitious 
to do good, and be estenfively ufeful. As this then 
is a commodious open door, let not my friend’s mo- 
defty or felf-diffidence (hut it. 

I have no defire to reconcile you, dear Sir, to fyf- 
tems, human fyftems of religion ; I know other de- 
vout and godly perfons, that diflike them. They 
have been ferviceable to my foul •, and whenever I 
read them, I think, they are bleffed to my improve- 
ment and comfort: only let us all concur in prizing 
the bleffed book of God. May we enter into its 
treafures more and more, and fired abroad the fweet 
favour of its doctrine in every place ! Above all, 
my dear Mr. —, may we never ceafe to teftify of 
him, who is the Alpha and Omega of the fcripture, 
and the foul and centre of the whole Chriftian reli- 
gion ; who is, by infinite degrees, the mcft grand 
and amiable.reprefentative of the eternal Godhead 
to the church ; and the only fource of pardon and 
acceptance, of wifdom and goodnefs, of grace and 
glory, to the believer. 

I rejoice to find that you take in good part my ve- 
ry free remarks, and very feeble attempts to criti- 
cile. Indeed, I did not doubt but you would.—I 
fend two or three manufcripts, and beg you to ex- 
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ercife the fame franknefs of admonition, and the fame 
impartiality of cenfure upon them.—My bookfeller 
tells me, it cannot be comprifed in lefs than three 
volumes. I have always had an averfion to fo dif- 
fufive a work. Many will not have ability to pur- 
chafe them ; many not have leifure to read them ; 
and to fome, I fear, the very fight of three volumes 
would be like loads of meat to a fickly or fqueamhh 
ftomach. Yet I cannot contract the work, and re- 
duce it to the fize of two, without omitting thofe 
parts, which are intended to entertain the reader, 
keep him in good humour, and allure or bribe him 
to go on. What would you advife ? 

I have not feen Lord -—’s works. And fince 
their chara&er is fo forbidding, the tendency fo 
hurtful, I fhall not attempt to fee them. I don’t 
queftion, but the great Phyfician will provide an 
antidote for this poifon, and the almighty Head of 
the church will enable his difciples to tread on fuch 
ferpents. 

I am this day a prifoner in my chamber, and write 
in much pain. Bleffed be God for that world, 
where all tears will be wiped away from our eyes, 
and ‘ there will be no more pain.’ And blefled be 
God for a Saviour, who is the way to thofe happy 
manfions, and the door of admiifion into them.— 
O ! that every thing may lead my dear friend and 
me more and more to Chrift. In him alone, peace, 
and relt, and true joy, are to be found. 

I fend Letters viii. ix. x. xi. and Dial xv. xvii. 
Do, my dear Sir, improve, polifh, and enrich them. 
And if God Almighty bleifes them, if our adored 
Redeemer vouchfafes to work by themj I will thank 
you, not only in thefe regions of fin and mortality, 
but when I meet you before the throne of the 
Lamb, and amidit the angels of light. Till then, 
may the Father of mercies keep you as the apple of 
his eye, and make you a polilhed arrow in his qui- 
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ver. Believe me to be, clear Sir,—your fincere, ob- 
liged, and 

affeifUonate brother in Chrift, 
Tames Hervey. 

LETTER CXVIII. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon, May 30. 1754- 

I" ‘TTEfterday I received your valuable letter. I 
X thank you for the comfortable prayer ; it ex- 

| actly fuits my circumltances ; may I be enabled to 
I breathe it from my very foul in faith, and may it 
i enter into the ears of the God and Father oi our 

Lord Jefus Chrift.—Pray make no apology for the 
length of your letter. Whenever you favour me 

fc with an epiftle, the more you fufFer your pen to e<>- 
| large, the more you will oblige and improve your 
1 correfpondent.—I wifh you fuccefs in finifhing your 
j chronological and hiftorical treatife, and (hall be 

much pleafed to perufe it. 
Yourfolution of the difficulty in Adds vii. is ve- 

ry ingenious, and fubferves the purpofes of piety. 
But do you think the patriarchs would inter the 

5 Siehemites in a burying-place that belonged to a 
I ftranger; and not rather depofit them in their fa- 
1 mily-vaults, or the fepulchres where their anceftors 

lay ?—I Ihould be glad to fee the fequel of your 
diftertation concerning the fallen angels.—I fend 

j herewith four of my Dialogues,—which I beg of 
j you to examine with a kind feverity. I do allure 
; you, I can bear to receive cenfure from a friend, 
l and will kifs the lips that adminifter it, efpecially 
j when it is intended to preferve'my attempts to fur- 

ther the glorious gofpel from the contempt of the 
fc public. 1 will ere long fend you in a frank, a ge- 
| neral view of my plan, which, in the execution is 
8 become too prolix, and cannot be comprehended in 
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left' than three volumes, of the fame fize with the 
Meditations, unlefs fome judicious friend wiil help 
me to curtail and abridge.—I am very unwilling 
to pubiifli a work confifting of three volumes ; I 
apprehend, this will obflrudl; the fale not a little. 
Be fo kind as to ferve my eiiays as you have treated 
Mr. Goadby’s expofitory notes ; take the pruning- 
knife, and freely iop off the luxuriant parts. Your 
notes on Taylor of Norwich, I return with thank- 
ful acknowledgments; you will fee what ufe I have 
made of them.—I had penned more animadverfions 
upon that piece ; but, upon a review, I found they 
would fwell the work too much. I have a note, 
Dial. iv. page 4. that is diredtly to the point; would 
you advife me to retain it ? I had expunged it. I 
have directed the printer to reftore it, but haefitan- 
ter hoc.—You will receive half a dozen of a little 
colledlion of feripture promifes, * which I lately 
printed in two fmall bits of paper, chiefly for the 
poor, to be palled, one at the beginning, the other 
at the end of their bibles, or indeed of any pious 
book.—Perhaps you may know fome, to whom fuch 
a prefent, though minute, may be welcome.—As 
foon as you return thefe manuferipts, if I have your 
approbation, I purpofe to employ the preft. In the 
mean-time, it lhall be my prayer to God, that he 
may give you a right judgement in all things.— 
Your moll affectionate, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CXIX. 

My dear Friend) June 12. 1754* 
DO you wonder, why I have not acknowledged 

the receipt of your lait ? Indeed it deferred a 
moll fpeedy and a moll grateful acknowledgment; 
but I was unwilling to interrupt your thoughts with 

* This colleftion, is inferted vol. V. p. 276 and 277. 
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frefh inquiries. Your thoughts, I hope, have been 
employed, in difeovering the Rev. Dr. —’s mif- 
takes, and in teaching him, what that means, which' 
our Lord gave as the commiffion to his minifters, 
‘ Preach the gofpel.’ 

I received your prefent from Mr. — ; but I {hall 
not want any memorial of your friendfhip, fo long 
as you will give me leave to confult you about dif- 
ficult paiTages in feripture ; and thefe memorials, I 

i allure you, will not be tranlient; I fliall carefully 
preferve them ; and when their number and fize is 
a little more increafed, fhall form them into a vo- 
lume, which will be more valuable to me than any 
boojc in my ftudy. 

The anecdotes of your own life are very wel- 
; Come ; if you could add others, they would be ftill 
c more pleafing. As you are well acquainted with 
i ancient hiftjry, have you met with any account of 
[; the four monarchies? concife, taking in only the 

moft memorable and ftriking fa£is ; and ftill more 
particularly calculated to explain the prophecies of 
feripture, and demonftrate their exatft accomplilh- 
ments. This, with a fuccindl detail of the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem, and the difperfion of the Jews, 

l would, I think, be a very pretty hiftorical furniture 
(for young minds. 

I think all your criticifms pleafe and improve me, 
!that only excepted, which relates to 1 Cor. ix. 24. 

While I was writing this, Mr. P—, the bearer, 
came in ; for which reafon, you will give me leave, 
for the fake of enjoying his company, to conclude; 

’only let me add, that I purpofe, if I live till the 
^beginning of next week, to finiftr what I intended 
)to lay, in a letter by the poll; which very probably 
imray anticipate what now comes from, dear Sir, 
:>yours, &c.. 
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LETTER CXX. 

Dear Sir, 

I Think one guinea is full enough for giving a- 
way to a perfon, whofe character we are igno- 

rant of. There are too many (dolet diftum !) to 
whom an alms in the way of money, is only an ad- 
miniflration of fewel to their lulls. Not that I pre- 
fume to fix fuch a charge upon the prefent petition- 
er; yet this convidlion makes mt cautious, where 
I have no alfurance of the perfon’s fobriety. Had 
it not been for his father’s worth, I fhould have al- 
moft thought it my duty to have (hut my hand, till 
I received fome more fatisfatlory recommendation. 
We are flewards of our Mailer’s goods, and difcre- 
tion is requifite in the difcharge of fuch an office, 
as well as fidelity. 

I fancy, my dear friend, you did not take notice 
of an unbecoming expreffion, which dropt from 
your lips, while I fat at your table. You was a lit- 
tle chagrined at the carelellhefs of your fervant, 
and Caid to him with fome warmth, “ What! in 
“ the name of God do you mean ?'’—Such expref- 
fions from your lips, will be much obferved, and 
long remembered. I need fay no more; you your- 
felf will perceive, by a moment’s refledtion, how 
faulty they are in themfelves, and how pernicious 
they may be to others. May the good Lord par- 
don and deliver you from evil!—and may both of 
us more frequently meditate on this important text, 
« Set a watch before our mouths, and keep the door 
* of our lips !’ 

Ever yours, while 
James H e h v e y. 
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I. E T T E R CXXI. 

My dear Friend, June 14. 1754. 

BEfore this can reach your hands, you will, in 
all probability, have feeu Mr. P—. He is 

really an ingenious gentleman, has a lively appre- 
henfion, a penetrating judgement, as well as a large 
(hare of reading. May the almighty Spirit vouch- 
fafe to famStify thofe endowments; and make our 
interviews, not an occafion of ambitioufly difplay- 
ing our talents, but of building up one another in 
our moft holy faith! I can hardly agree to my 

, friend’s propofal, for altering the tranflation of 
I Cor. ix. 24. May it not be an incitement to the 
utmoft diligence ? q. d. The contenders know, that, 

t though many run, yet one alone can receive the 
[ prize. Therefore they.exert all their ftrength and 

all their fpeed, each hoping, and each driving, to 
be that dillinguifhed happy one : So likewife do 

t ye ; or may it not be an encouragement, drawn 
f from the profpett of general fuccefs ? q. d. Flow 
i much greater rcafon have you to run the Chriftian 
t race ? Since not one only, but all may receive the 
5 prize of your high calling.—Of thefe interpreta- 
I tions, the former feems moft fuitable to the tenor of 
|| the apoftle’s difeourfe. What do you apprehend 
t to be the precife fenfe of that exprelfion, srt w eanu 
i 'csi'zy^u^nr-A, Col. ii. 1 o. Is our tranflation exadf ? 
| Or (hould it be rendered, £ Ye are filled with him, 
1 * filled by him ?’ filled with wifdom, holinefs, ike. 
I I was reading Ptal. civ. and a doubt refe concern- 
I ing the meaning of thofe expreflions,—‘ Fie layeth 
\ ‘ the beams of his chambers in the waters’—Fie nrak- 
I < eth the clouds his chariot.—Does the pfalmift in- 

! tend to fignify the fame thing by waters and clouds ? 
Or by water does he mean fomewhat different from 
the fluid which compofes the clouds 1 Houbigant 

FI h 2 
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finds fault with our traifflation of mpnrr Dure et in- 
credibiliter Arias, contignavit aquis ; he would cor- 
rect it according to h>s ufual way, by altering the 
original. Nos legimus oaporr, coopcriens: Sic legunt, 
prseter Syrum, omnes in Polyglottis.—What think 
you of the word jxsd verfe x8. going down ? Is that 
ail which the fun knows or obferves ; would not 
that be a very imperfect difcharge of his office ? 
May not the original phrafe denote his going, his 
circuit, his whole journey ? Comprehending, not 
only his fetting, but his rifing, his meridian, and 
all his ftages ; together with his paflage from one 
tropic to another, and his dillribution, not only of 
day, but of feafons alfo, through the various re- 
gions of the globe ?—c-tinn is this word rightly 
tranilated feafons ? By feafons we generally mean 
the four grand diftributions of the year into fpring 
and fummer, autumn and winter. But thefc, you 
know, are neither occafioned by the influences, nor 
regulated by the appearances of the moon.—I could 
be glad to fee, from your critical pen, a correct 
tranflation of this fine pfalm; together with fuch 
remarks, as may explain what is difficult, and illuf- 
trate what is beautiful. Next Saturday I hope to 
fend your manufcript. In the mean time, let me 
promife myfelf a remembrance in your prayers, and 
expedl: the favour of a letter, which will be thank- 
fully received, and highly valued by, 

Dear Sir, 
AfFe£Honately yours, &c. 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CXXII. 

Dear Sir, Wejicn, June 21. 1754 

BEfore this arrives, I hope my parcel, tranfmit- 
ted according to your direction, will have 
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reached your hands; and my Dialogues will have 
received the free correftion, and the friendly im- 
provements of your pen. 

As, through my many and repeated infirmities, 
I had long difcontinued, and have often intermitted 
my intended work, I am informed from London, 
that the abettors of the Socinian fcheme have been 
pleafed to triumph in my difappointment; imagin- 
ing, that, through fear or inability, I had laid a- 
fide my defign ; and infjnuating that I had changed 
my principles, or was confcious of the weaknefs of 
my caufe.—From thefe gentlemen, if my effay {hould 
appear in public, it may expect a fevere examina- 
tion, and probably a violent attack. I hope your 
friendihip will anticipate their inveteracy, and re- 
move thofe blemiihes, which might give them a 
handle for cenfure, or a ground for infult. My 
prayer for my kind correftor is, that the Lord Je- 
fus Chriit, whofe facred honour and precious inte- 
refts are concerned, would give him ‘ the fpirit of 
‘ wifdom and underftanding, the fpirit of counfel 
* and of mightmn- rwra tn'trr Is there not a pe- 
culiar force and beauty in this laft metaphor ? How 
would you develope and fct it forth to common 
view ? I have jult had occafion to confider that re- 
markable expreffion in Pfalm xv. qxcj rm ; me- 
thinks, the Bible tranflation does not recommend 
itfelf; to my judgement I am better fatisfied, and 
more edified with the verfion ufed by our liturgy; 
only it feems not to have preferred the ftrength of 
the original. However, I will fay no more upon 
this point; becaufe, if I live to fend another pac- 
ket of probationary manufcripts,you will fee my fen- 
timents on this particular incorporated with the 
work. 

What is your opinion, as t6 publifliing three vo- 
lumes ? Mr. Mofes Browne and another friend pro- 
nounce in the affirmative ; though I am much afraid 

Hh 3 
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that this circumftance will clog the fale.—There are 
feveral pieces that are a kind of excurfion from the 
principal fubjett, calculated to relieve and entertain 
the reader, yet not without adminiftring fome fpi- 
ritual benefit. A whole dialogue upon the wonders 
of wifdom, power, and goodnefs, difplayed in the 
contrivance and formation of the human body. 
Two or three letters, pointing out the traces of the 
fame grand and amiable attributes, in the conftitu- 
tion of the earth, the air, and the dcean. Thefe I 
am afraid to lop olF, lelt it fhould be like wiping 
the bloom from the plum, or taking the gold from 
the gingerbread. To you I fay gingerbread, though 
I would not fay fo to the public ; fori really think, 
the t a fire of the ptefent age is fomewhat like the hu- 
mour of children ;—Their milk muft be fugared, 
their wine fpiced, and their necefiary food garnifh- 
ed with flowers, and enriched with fweet-meats. 
In my next, I hope to lay before you a fummary 
view of my whole defign. I forget whether I in- 
clofed in my lull, one of the little colle<flion of fcrip- 
ture promifes, * which I caufed lately to be print- 
ed, for the benefit and comfort of my people. I 
would have them parted into their Bibles ; and may 
the God of all grace command them to be mixed 
with faith, and ingrafted into their hearts. If I , 
have already defired your acceptance of one, thefe 
I now fend may be for your friends. I fancy, a 
fhort but lively difcourfe upon each of the eight 
heads, and the texts felefted, might, after they have 
been committed to the memories of the people, be 
acceptable, and what the apoftle calls, ‘ a word in 
£ feafon.’—‘ Angry at the length of your letters !’ 
No, dear Sir !—They are, as Tully faid ef Demoft- 
henes’s orations, “ The longer the more valuable.” 
—I am, your obliged friend, 

James Hervet. 
* See Vol. V. p. a;6 and a;;. 
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LETTER CXXIII. 

3% 

My dear Friend, 

Hank you for fending the cuts defigned for the 
Bible. All my hope with regard to them, 

is, that they may remind fome beholders of the 
tranfcendent excellency of the facred writings. I 
propofe by the next poll to write to Mr. —. I 
would very willingly prefent him. with my picture, 
as you defire it; but I really think, my picture, if 
much better done, is not worth a frame. And, I 
own, I don’t much like giving away, what favours 
more of vanity than benevolence. 

Can’t you get a little leifure to perufe part of my 
intended work ? I have, for a month or fix weeks, 
been profecuting it in earneft. I have fent four of 
the Dialogues, tranfcribed by my amanuenfis. Do 
{teal a little time from the multiplicity of your me- 
dical engagements, to examine them ; retrench, 
where I am redundant; clear up, where I am ob- 
fcure ; polilh what is uncouth.—I hope Mr. — will 
do me the fame favour; and may the God of wif- 
dom give both my friends and me a right judge- 
ment in all things. I have feen Mr. —’s anfwer. 
God be praifed, that I had no occafion for contro- 
verfy.—1 have not feen Mr. Mofes Browne this ma- 
ny a day. The lafl: time he was with me, he talk- 
ed about reprinting his Sunday-Thoughts, and add- 
ing a third part, which he had finilhed, and which 
completes his fcheme. I would have the three parts 
printed in a neat pocket-volume. Have you read 
his Poem on the univerfe ? I think it is the moll 
pleafing, and indeed the belt thing he ever wrote.— 
I hope, the God of heaven will fmile upon his en- 
deavours, and animate us all to labour in his dear 
Son’s caufe, and profper the labours which he him- 
felf excites. And if God will profper, who fbali 
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obftru£t ? ‘ If he will work, who can let it ?’ My 
dear friend, let our eyes be ever looking unto the 
hills, from whence cometh our help; to that omni- 
potent Being, who ftretched out the heavens, and 
laid the foundations of the earth ; to that all-graci- 
ous Being, who fpared not (unparallelled, ftupen- 
dous goodnefs !) fpared not his own Son, but freely 
gave him up for us both. Oh ! that we may dearly 
love him ; firmly trull in him ; and defire nothing 
fo much, as to k-.ow him now by faith, and, after 
this life, have the fruition of his glorious Godhead. 
To his everlafting companions I commit my friend; 
—and am inviolably yours, 

James H e r v e y. 

LETTER CXXIV. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon, July 8* 1754- 

YOUR favour of June 28th is now before me* 
and*demands my fincereft thanks ; and mine, 

I aflure you, are of the fincereft kind. I am fenfi- 
ble, it is not in every one’s power to do fuch a£ls 
of kindnefs ; and if Providence vouchfafes to fmile 
upon my eflay, they will be of the moft lafting, the 
mod extenfive, and the moft important nature. If 
I live till next Saturday, I propofe to tranfmit to 
you fix more of the Dialogues, which will open a 
new field for your friendly hand to we<Al, cultivate, 
and improve. Exercife the fame benevolent feve- 
rity upon them, and continue to retrench, as well 
as to reform. 

I am obliged for your criticifms ; and oh ! that 
I may be emboldened by the extract from your in- 
tended work. No man, I believe, Hands in more 
need of fuch encouragements than myfelf. Timo- 
rous by nature, and made abundantly more fo, by 
a long feries of uuintermitted langours, and a very 
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debilitated conftitution ; for which reafon, I pro- 
mife myfelf, you will commend the writer and his 
attempt to that great Jehovah, in whom is everlaft- 
ing ftrength; arid for your kind afhftance, I {hall 
think myfelf bound to praife his adorable Majefty: 
and to pray that he would ‘ fill you with all wifdom 
‘ and fpiritual underftanding; that you may walk 
‘ worthy of the Lord, unto all pleafing, being fruit- 
* ful in every good work, and increafing in the 
‘ knowledge of God.’ 

I will, fince I have the concurrence of your judge- 
ment, and I hope the guidance of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, determine upon three volumes.—How long 
do you apprehend it will be, before your chronolo- 
gical and hiftorical piece will be finifhed ; I hope it 
will abound with explanations of feripture, and be 
rich with fhort, but ftriking improvements. May 
you continually enjoy that undfion from the Holy 
One, which teacheth all things ! And ohd that its 
precious influences may defeend upon,—dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
Truly afFe£tionate friend, 

James Hervey. 

LETTER CXXV. 

Dear Sir, July 13. I 754. 

I Hope my lafl letter, wherein I apprifed you of 
a parcel to be tranfmitted to you, is in your 

hand.—Here are fix Dialogues. May the everlaft- 
ing and wonderful Counfellor enable you to fearch 
them as with a candle, and make them fuch as he 
will condefcend to blefs ! I have dropped feveral 
objeftions and anfwers; yet, I fear, too many are 
{till retained. A multiplicity of objefts diffipates 
the attention either of the eye or the mind.—Are 
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what the painters call the two unities preferved ? 
one principal a£Hon and one grand point of view, 
in each piece ? Does Theron fpeak enough; or 
with fuch weight, and fuch a fpice of the fal Atti- 
cus, as might fuit his dhara&er ? Here and there 
a touch of wit or genteel fatire in him, I think, 
would be graceful, efpecially in the firft part, be- 
fore he is brought to a conviction of his guilt. I 
hope you will not only find out all the faults, but 
that you will point-this arrow, and trim its fea- 
thers ; and may the arm of the Molt High launch 
it, that it may be the arrow of the Lord’s falvation. 
I am, dear Sir, 

At7e£Iionately and gratefully yours, 
James Hervey. 

LETTER CXXVI. I 
I Have* read part of your chronological manu- 

feript, *—and blefs God for giving you fuch a 
penetrating and comprehenfive mind. To confefs 
the truth, it is beyond my power to follow, even 
in thofe refearches where you have furmounted the 
difficulties, and cleared the way ; but there are ma- 
ny things which I underftand, and with which I am 
delighted ; infomuch that, if you don’t intend to 
publiffi it, I fhould very much ddire a copy of it. 
But what ffiould hinder the publication ! Why 
ffiould not the learned world be improved by what is 
profound, and the whole workl be edified by what 
is eafy ? I have no acquaintance in this neighbour- 
hood, who is verfed in chronological inquiries, and 

* The man'ufcript which Mr. Hervey here takes notice of, 
is called,—5' A Ihort chronicle of the mod remarkable events, 
“ from the beginning of the world to the building of Solo- 
“ man's temple.” In which chronicle, the difficulties in chrono- 
logy are cleared up after a new manner; and the author has 
ftrove to enliven his piece by a great number of marginal re- 
ferences. 
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capable of judging of your computations and argu- 
ments ; otherwife I would obtain for you his opi- 
nion. Mr. Mofes Browne (author of the Sunday- 
Thoughts) will gladly perufe it.—Will you excufe 
me, though I add no,more ? A gentleman waits 
for me below, to tranfaft an affair of which I un- 
derftand but very little ; he is come to talte my par- 
fonage-grounds, in order to plough them for woad, 
an herb much ufed by the dyers. May profperity 
attend his plough ; but, above all, may it attend 
yours and mine, which would open the ground for 
the feed of the everlafting gofpel. I am loath to 
mifs a poll, loath to defer my thanks for your lafl 
very valuable favour, otherwife you would not be 
put off with fuch a hafty fcrap from, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft obliged and affe&ionate, 

James H e r v e y. 

    ■ ■ ■■ ■ l.l. ■ II I ■ ■ ■ I I .   ...  I, 

LETTER CXXVII. 

SIR, October 2. 

I Have perufed the greateft part of Dr. Hodges’s 
Elihu. ’Tis wrote, I think, in a mafculine and 

: noble ftyle ; is animated with a lively fpirit of pie- 
ty ; and urges, with a becoming zeal, fome of the 
grand peculiarities of the gofpel. I hope, it will 
prove a bleffmg to both the univerfities; and be a 

! means of teftifying, to both thofe learned bodies, 
■ the truth as it is in Jefus.—Dear Mr. — has been 
j gone from us almoll a fortnight. What a burning 
; and finning light is he ! Burning with miniff.erial 
Izeal, and fhining in all holy converfation.—I hope, 

our dear friend —’s fermon was attended with a 
bleffmg; and may the blefling be greatly increafed 
by the publication ! May the drop' become a river, 

* and the river become a fea !—I was yefterday with 
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five or fix young ftudents, and this day with three 
ingenious gentlemen of the laity, two of whom are 
acquainte-d with the Hebrew. Our converfation 
turned wholly upon that fuperexcellent and delight- 
ful fubjeft, ‘ the only true God, and Jefus Chrill 
‘ whom he has fent.’ Oh ! may that almighty Be- 
ing, who has every -human heart in his hand, fanc- 
tify our difcourfe to our eternal advantage !—And 
let us, my dear friend, talk for him, write for him, 
and live for him, who ‘ died for our fins, and is 
‘ rifen again for our juftification.’—May his Spirit 
be your continual guide, and his favour your ever- 
lafting portion !—Ever yours, while 

Dear Sir, 

HE gentleman who verfified part of my Medi- 
tations, is Mr. Newcomb of Hackney. I 

thought it exceeding well executed ; much fupe- 
rior to his ode on the final difiblution of the world, 
which he has fince publifhed. 

As to Bifhop Fowler’s Defign of Chriftianity, he 
has, as far as I have read, good fenfe, clear lan- 
guage, and fometimes fine linking fentiments. But 
I moll cordially embrace the propofition, viz. 
“ That faith jullifieth only as it apprehendeth 
“ the merits and righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrill,” 
which he moll peremptorily * condemns.—Pleafe to 
call your eye to the filth line of the next paragraph; 
(the Bilhop’s words are, “ Imputation of Chrilt’s 
“ righteoufnefs con fills in dealing with lincerely- 
“ righteous perlbns as if they were perfedlly fo, for 
“ the fake of Jefus Chrill;”) and compare his fin- 

* See the whole p flage, page 160 of the third edition, end 
pa^e lyo. of the fourth edition. 

James Hervey. 

L E T TER CXXVIII. 
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“ cerely-righteous pevfons,” with St. Paul’s decla- 
ration, Rom. iv. 5. that Chrift juftifieth the ungod- 
ly.—When you have perufed and confidered BKhop 
Fowler’s treatife thoroughly, pleafe to let me have 
it again •, efpecially as you and Mr. H—r apprehend 
he has given better direftions for the attainment of 
true holinefs than Mr. Marfhall,—Thanks for young 
Mr. Cl—’s fermon. He is a correft writer, but 
wants the main thing. “ Chrift is ail in all.” He 
either forgets, or underftands thofe words, in a 
manner very different from my apprehenfion. Mr. 
G—t has much good fenfe, but to me his fermon 
reads flat; in his difcourfe likewife I wifhed to have 
feen more of our Immanuel’s glory.—I am, &c. 

]> E T T E R CXXIX. 

Dear Sir, Wejlon, OH. 20. 1754. 

I Received the parcel fafe, and defire to blefs 
God’s providence for not fuftering the manu- 

feripts to be loft in their paffage, as they had like 
to have been ; and to thank my kind friend for his 
[judicious remarks. Herein is inclofed Dialogue xvi. 
I durft not venture to commit this to the prefs, with- 
out fubmitting it to your correftion. Dear Sir, ex- 
mine it with a critical feverity; and may he whofe 
:yes are as a flame of fire, enable you to difeern and 
edfify what is amifs.—It is, as you will eafily per- 
:eive, a fubjedl of the laft importance. Oh! that, 

tin handling it, I might be ‘ a workman that need 
’E not be afhamed.’—Pardon my feraps of anfwers, 

.0 your large and valuable letters, I hardly know 
row to get a moment’s leifure, fo very intent am I 
now on the publication of my book. I have not 
ieen able, for want of time, to read over this tranf- 

uript; I hope the copier has not made any great 
iniftakes. lie fo good, dear Sir, as to favour me 

I i ‘ 
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with your remarks on this manufcript, as foon as 
you poffibly can ; you need not return it, only fend 
me your remarks. But you will pleafe to preferve 
this, for fear of an accident happening to the other 
copy. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours molt affeftionately, 

James Heryey. 

LETTER CXXX. 

I Am glad Dr. C— got time, and took the trou- 
ble of overlooking the manufcripts. He has 

the judgement of a critic, and the freedom of a 
friend. Mofes Browne is perfuaded by the bookfel- 
ler to print his poem on the univerfe, and his Sun- 
day-thoughts in one volume, and intends to entitle 
it, The works and reft of creation ; with the addi- 
tion of fome more particular, explicatory and fub- 
ordinate title. I objefted to this general title; made 
a query, whether it was ftriftly proper ; or, if pro- 
per, whether fufficiently fignificant ? Inftead of it, 
I propofed, The works of creation, and reft of the 
Sabbath. 

Dr. Gill {hall tell you my fentiments, in relation 
to Wefley on the perfeverance of the faints. Both 
their pamphlets on this fubjetl I fend you. Whe- 
ther his replies and interpretations in the firft part 
are found and fatisfaftory, judge you ; the confide- 
rations fuggefted in the latter part, I think, are full 
of weight, rich with confolation, and worthy of a 
place in our memories and in our hearts ; may our 
own meditation fix them in the one, and the Spirit 
of our God implant them in the other ! 

I am entirely of your opinion with regard to 
Staynoe on falvation by Jefus Chrift : generally ve- 
ry prolix, and fomewhat tirefome to the reader ; yet 
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his ftyle is good, nervous, and beautiful. Prolixi- 
ty, I find, is an epidemical fault among writers; the 
cenfure I pafs on him, rebounds on myfelf: fave 
me from this mifconduft, by lopping off my redun- 
dancies. I have not looked into Staynoe for a great 
while ; when I revife him again, you {hall have my 
fentiments concerning his do&rine ; which, though 
excellent in the main, is not, I apprehend, perfeft- 

i ly conliftent, nor evangelical throughout.—I have 
i feen Mr. —’s verfes on Dr. —’s character ; I am ap- 
t prehenfive (inter nos) that it will rather depretiate, 
Ithan exalt the Rev. Doflor’s credit, among readers 
Iof a gofpel-fpirit. There are indeed the fales Atti- 
ci, but where are the fales evangelici ?—What fays 

t our lively friend — ? I think he is the Caleb of our 
(fraternity. Caleb fignifies all heart. His name and 
I nature correfpond. Did not he warm you with his 
•( zeal ? Oh that we may glow with love to him, who 
1 bled for love of us !—I have received a letter from 
tour dear friend on the American continent. He 
amentions you in particular, and your late gueft. 
,-Love, cordial love, he tranfmits to you both. We 
ubelieve him, when he makes a profdfion of kind- 
>nefs ; and why are we fo backward to believe the 
a more repeated, more folemn, and infinitely more 
sfaithful affurances, which the fcripture gives us of 
'our Redeemer’s love ? Let us blufh and be con- 
ofounded for our unbelief; and may the Lord of all 

■power and grace help our unbelief ! 
Ever yours, J. H. 

P. S. Certainly our friend judges right in not 
keting as a juflice of peace, unlefs he would fubmit 
<to the fatigue of acquainting himfelf with our na- 
tional laws A ftudy which is, if I rightly juilge, 
rwliich I am fure, would he to my tafte of all others 
Ahe moft jejune and irkfome. Not fo the ferip- 
::ures! God has, in tender indulgence to our difpo- 
riution, ftrewed them with flowers, dignified them 

I i 2 



378 A COLLECTION Let. 131. 
with wonders enriched them with all that may de- 
light the man of genius, and make the man of God 
perfect. May we, as new-born babes, defire the 
lincere milk of the word ; and grow—grow there- 
by in knowledge, grow in faith, grow in love, in 
holijiefs, in every amiable and happy accomplifh- 
ment. Don’t you praftife that excellent rule, of fe- 
lefting for meditation each day a text of fcripture ? 
As to publifhing the firft volume of Theron and Af- 
pafio before the others are ready, I really know 
not how to aft. May the God of unerring wifdom 
vouchfafe to direft, for his dear Son our glorious 
Interceflor’s fake! 

LETTER CXXXI. 

Reverend and dt 'ar Sir, We/Ion, Aug. 12. 1754- 

I Received your favour from Iflington, and ac- 
knowledge myfelf indebted to you for a prece- 

ding one from Scotland. I am both to you, and to 
other of my worthy correfpondents, quite an infol- 
vent; yet trull, my many infirmities, in concur- 
rence with your candour, will plead my excufe. 

I called myfelf an infolvent; but I (hall, ere long, 
make one public effort to pay from the prefs, all my 
dgbts of an epillolary nature ; the payment, I con- 
fefs, will not be in the very fame fpecie, but :t will 
bear the fame image and luperfcription, not Caefar s, 
but Cbrill’s. This will recojnmend it to my corref- 
pondents, and not only befpeak their kind accept- 
ance of it, but engage their cordial prayers in its be- 
half. Do, my dear Sir, remember my poor cnter- 
prife, when you call upon him who is omnipotent; 
he can bid the wounded come againll the lortrels, 
and the lame take the prey. Unlefs he luccour, un- 
lefs he fupport, what can impotence itfelf expeft, 
but to mifcarry in the attempt, and be a laughing- 
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ftock to the enemy ? but I read, and this encourages 
me, * It is not by might, nor by llrength, but by my 
‘ Spirit, faith the Lord.’ 

I did not know, till yours informed me,"that Mr. 
• — was gone to his long, and I truft to his happy, 
i home. O that we who furvive, may have our af- 
I fettions fixed there, where our God and Saviour 
1 refides, whither our friends and relations are re- 
1 moved ! 

I wifh you and your fpoufe much joy in each o- 
ther, but much more in Chrifl Jefus. As the bride- 
groom rejoiceth over the bride, fo may the Lord 
your God rejoice over you both. Let me beg of you 
to prefent my affe£Iionate falutations to good Mr. 
G—. Aflure him, that my filence did not pro- 
ceed from any indifference to his friendfhip, or dif- 

t efteem for his work ; but I was much indifpofed. I 
had nothing to communicate ; and, to have written 
in fuch circumltances, would been burdenfome to 
me, and unferviceable to him.—My refpe&ful com- 
pliments attend Mrs. O—, your fpoufe, and your- 
felf; and I entreat your united prayers for, dear 
Sir, 

Your fincere friend, 
and brother in Chrifl:, 
James H e r v e y. 

P. S. The inclofed colleflion of fcriptural promi- 
:’fes, are a little prefent which I make to my people. 
ilThey are intended to be pafted, one at the begin- 
Lning, the other at the end, of religious books. Per- 
; haps fome of your friends may not difdain this fpi- 
iiritual nofegay, bccaufe, though little, it is culled 
from the garden of God. 
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LETTER CXXXII. 

Dear Sir, Wttdnefday merning. 

I WAS lately favoured at Wefton with a vifit from 
the Rev. Mr. W— of T—, who is indeed a 

moft excellent man, much of a gentleman, and 
feems well to deferve the chara&er he bears : there 
is fomething in him very engaging, yet very venera- 
ble.—During our converfation, I felt a kind of re- 
verential awe on my mind, blended with more than 
fraternal affeftion. How old is he ? By his looks, 
he appears to be pad forty. What a reproach is it 
to our men in power, nay to the nation itfelf, that 
fo valuable a perfon fliould at this time of life be no 
more than a country-curate ?—But he, good man.! 
difregards the things of this world.—That time 
which too many of his brethren fpend to the dis- 
grace of their funftion, in worldly compliances, 
and hunting after church-preferments, he employs 
as a faithful labourer in the vineyard of Chritt ; and 
pays all due obedience to the apoille’s important in- 
jun£Hon, Redeem time !—How would fome of the 
primitive bifhops have fought after a man of his ex- 
emplary piety; and have given him every mark of 
their real elteem ! Sed tempora mutantur, et nos 
mutamur in illis. 

I am much pleafed with the account of the reli- 
gious Society atT—, of which Mr. W—is the foun- 
der and prefent diredor.—’Tis an admirable plan ! 
I would have endeavourtd (had my health permitted 
my attendance) to have formed one of the fame kind 
at Northampton. I heartily wifh fo ufeful an infti- 
tution was more known, and well eftablilhed in all 
the principal towns in this kingdom; as I am per- 
fuaded fuch a Society mult be produdive of great 
good, and in fome degree revive the drooping inte- 
reft of Chriftianity, wherever it was prudently ma- 
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naged.—We had in tills neighbourhood a religious 
aflembly, of which I myfelf was * a member; but 
no one could be admitted, who did not underftand 
Greek, as the chief defign of that meeting was to 
improve each other in' fcriptural knowledge, and 
confequently could be of little ufe comparatively 
with Mr. W—’s plaji. f 

I have lately read Mr. Warton’s edition of Virgil, 
and much approve the printing the Latin on one 
fide, and his poetical tranllation on the other: he is 
a clever man ; but I think he might have enriched 
his notes with many more obfervations or the beau- 
ties and mafterly ftrokes of the poet.—I would not 
for my own part give a draw for the mod accurate 
deputations upon a chronological or geographical 
nicety ; but I would applaud and thank the critic 
who will affift me to fee the art and addrefs, to feel 
the force and fire, and to enter into the fpirit and 
delicacy of fuch an author as Virgil. I am, dear 
Sir, 

With great refpeft, 
Your obliged and very humble fervant, 

James H e r v e y. 

LETTER CXXXIII. 
’* » 

My dear Frisndy Saturday Morn. 

I HAVE read over, again and again, the(corre£l- 
ed copy of your little traft, which you intend 

for the next edition, and have examined it with my 
belt attention : not able to make any amendment 
that is confiderabie, I have only fuggefted fome 
flight alterations. Elegance you don’t covet in fuch 

* The ru'es and ordeis of the aflembly here mentioned, are 
inferted in Vo). V. p. »84. 

The rules and orders of the Truro feciety are ioferted in 
Vtl. V. p. 290. 
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a compofition ; plain and neat is the proper arjay 
for fuch an addrefs. 

I am furprifed to read the letter which the popu- 
lar gentleman from Durham writes againft your 
book. Never fear, my friend ;—our writings, as 
well as our lives, are in the hand of God almighty: 
if he will fpread, what fhall obftru£I them ? if he 
will work by them, who fhall difannul his defign? 
O ! may we cry to him, cleave to him, and live by 
faith on him ! for ‘ not by might nor by power 
not by eloquence of compofition, nor by intereft of 
patrons, ‘ but by my Spirit, faith the Lord.’ 

Pray take a little pains with my Theron and Af- 
pafio ;—you can fcarcely imagine what inquiries are 
made after it, and what a demand there is for it, e- 
ven before publication. It makes me rejoice with 
trembling. All-wife, all-gracious Jefus, be jealous 
for thine honour.—Let me not—oh ! let me not 
cloud its brightnefs, or obftruft its progrefs, by any 
injudicious touches of my pen.—I now feel the lofs 
of our valuable friend Dr. Doddridge, to whofe 
judgement I ever paid the highelt deference ; but 
frnce he is gone, and we can have no more of his per- 
fonal counfels, let us redouble our attention to his 
writings. 

I expe£l you will tell me my manufeript is very 
prolix ; but I defignedly made it fo, that my friends 
might judge what is proper to be omitted. It is ea- 
fier, you know, to expunge than to compofe ; I wilh 
they would with a leaden pencil inclofe in a paren- 
thefis, what they would have dropt; I hope to re- 
trench one fourth of the copy. May the God of 
wifdom diredt, and the God of mercy profper, all 
our undertakings! 

I am yours very fincerely, J. H. 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 

Saturday Morning. 

THanks to my dear friend, for the entertain- 
ment he has given me, by Hanway’s account 

of Nadir Shah •, * an illuftrious villain inded ! he 
fpread iirebrands, arrows, and death. May we be 

1 conformed to his image, who went about doing 

g°od- 
If you have Voltair’s life of Lewis XIV. be pleaf- 

! ed to give me the perufal of it; I fancy, his reign 
Iin France was fomewhat like the Augultine age in 
Rome. Periods of politenefs both ! but what are 

: thofe to heaven? the world, where dwei.i.eth 
• righteoufnefs,—confummate righteoufnefs and ever- 
i lading happinefs. Don’t you long, more and more, 
} for thofe courts of the living God ? Don’t you love 
I him more and more, who (after he had overcome 

the fnarpnefs of death) opened the kingdom of hea- 
ven to all believers ? 

Warburton, I hear, has publifhed two volumes 
of fermons, oftavo ; in Which, it feems, he has de- 

!> cried experimental religion, difregarded the peculi- 
i arities of the gofpel, and treated the operations of 
r the Spirit as mere enthuftal'm. If this be the effett 
I of his great learning, then, good Lord, deliver us 

all, fay I, from fuch an attainment. If you either 
have, or can borrow them, jud let me peep on them. 
—Don’t buy them to gratify me; I can relifii no- 

t thing but what is evangelical. 
Your friend’s Djflertations were put into my 

hands; very pure diftion, but that is all; all to 
me, at lead. There was the bone, but the marrow 
was gone ; Jefus Chrift, my portion and yours, was 
forgot.—How different his drain from St. Paul’s 

* See Hanwaj’s accurate and entertaining travel*; in two 
volumes qua:to, page ajj. of the fecond volume. 
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refolution, ‘ I am determined to know nothing but 
‘ Chrift Jefus, and him crucified,’ which happened 
to be the fubje£t of my exhortation to my family 
laft night. Lord, reveal thy adorable Son, the all- 
fufficient Saviour, in our hearts ; and the more o- 
thers neglect him, fo much the more let us, my 
dear friend, be zealous to honour him. 

I have looked into the manufcript you fent me ; 
there feem to be many lively and fpirited fentiments 
in it, but furely it is defective in the main point. 
St. Paul, I am apt to think, upon a perufal of the 
treatife, would fay, the author has good fenfe, may 
be no bad moralill, but being ‘ ignorant of God’s 
‘ righteoufnefs, and going about to eftabliih his own 
‘ righteoufnefs, he has not fubmitted to the righte- 
* oufnefs of God,’ Rom. x. 3.—Lord, give us an 
underftanding, that we may know him that is true! 
Then we {hall fee Jefus Chrift, the God man, to 
be, in the grand affair of falvation, like the meri- 
dian fun ; and all other things, like the ftars at 
noon-day. 

Did you ever read Mr. Whalley’s remarks upon 
Shakefpear ? If you have not, I will fend you the 
pamphlet. They are very ingenious, and well de- 
ferve the notice of the public ; particularly of yours, 
who are fuch an admirer of Shakefpear. 

When you can fpare Francis’s tranllation of De- 
mofthenes, (I fuppofe it is the fame Francis who 
tranflated Horace), favour me with a fight of it. ^ A 
fight of this will content me -, but God’s word, tnat 
ineftimable book, which {hews me the way of fal- 
vation, I would cleave to, I would dwell upon. 
And would not you, my dear friend, do fo too ? 
Er 7ou]<u< itrQi. 

My text on Wednefday evening will be a complete 
defcription of a Chriftian; viz. c We are the cir- 
« cumcifion which worihip God in the fpirit, and 
e rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have no confidence in 
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t: the flefli,’ Phil. iii. 3. A fine fubjeft for your 
neditation !—Why fhould I not add, for your con- 
erfation alfo ?—Ever yours. 

LETTER CXXXV. 

Dear Sir, 

Here fend you part of my manufeript copy of 
Theron and Afpafio ; if you think it worth your 

vhile to beftow any corrections upon them, well; 
f not, this alfo is well. For my own part, fo very 

languid are my animal fpirits, I am more and more 
ndifferent about them ; I fee fo much weaknefs in 
ny mind, and fo many imperfections in my com- 

oofitions, that I am afraid to venture upon the ftage 
>f obfervation again.—An obliging letter from Mr. 
i r, informs me of his willingnefs to perufe 
nd correct any literary attempt of mine; and dif- 
overs, I think, ftill more the integrity, fimplicity, 

tnd piety of his heart. 
I prefer both South’s and Dalaun’s fermons to 

he Bilhop’s, for foundnefs of doctrine.—The firft 
night be crabbed in his temper, and the fecond 
oluptuous in his life ; yet both are more evan- 
elical in their fentiments than he is.—Thofe who 

;an read fuch kind of moral ellays as the Bilhop’s, 
very improperly called fermons,) as guides to hea- 
en, and as good comforters while on earth, will 

jure day I hope form a better judgement, and be e- 
abled in a clearer manner to difeern the things 
hich are excellent. 
On Dr. Stonhoufe’s recommendation, I have late- 

ly read Dr. Watt’s treatife on ‘ the love of God, 
1 and its influence on all the paflions ;’ which is in- 
deed a mod excellent book,happily calculatedfor ufe- 
juinefs.—If you have never fecu it, you have a plea- 
sure yet to come, and 1 would by all means advife you 
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to get it. The love of God is indeed the fource and 
foul of religion ;—and what can produce it, what 
can cherilh it, hut a fenfe of God’s love to us ma- 
nifefted in his dear Son ? by whom we are fully af- 
fured, that he has forgiven us all trefpafies, and 
will give us life eternal. 

Prefent my affe&ionate compliments to your fa- 
mily, and believe me, as I really am, 

Moll cordially yours, 
James H e r v e y. 

LETTER CXXXVI. 

Dear Sir, ' Wejlon, Jan. 25. 1755. 
I Really forget, whether I acknowledged your laft: 

favour. If I did not, let your own candour be 
my advocate ; and my important bufinefs, under the 
moll enervated conllitution, be my plea. I have 
been, fince I wrote, in the phyfician’s hands, and 
debarred from the pulpit. Blefled be the Lord our 
Healer, I am now reftored to my ufual Hate, and 
am enabled to fpeak a word on the Lord’s-day, and 
preach in my church on Wednefday evening, which 
is my le£l:ure-day, for the honour of my Mailer, and 
I hope, for the edification of his people.—Oh ! 
that this privilege may be coeval with my life ; and 
my preaching voice, and my vital breath be Ilopt 
together ! I wifli you, dear Sir, many new years, 
much of the new man, and an abundant entrance 
into the new Jerufalem.—Your moll obliged, 

And trulv-affeftionate friend. i 

LETTER CXXXVII. 

Aly dear Friend, March 4. 
DOn’t hurry the return of the Dialogues. Take 

your time, that you may examine them tho- 
roughly ; none knows how far they may fpread, or 
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how long they may live. Oh ! that the God of 
wifdom may enable you to judge aright, and cor- 
reft their miftakes ! 

I am forry to hear your account of our friend at 
—. I with he could be perfuaded to look upon 

I his myftic writers, as his chamber-counfei; con- 
! verfe with them in his iludy, and leave them there. 
1 I was vifited yeiterday by a gentleman, who would 

1 be a darling with Mr. H— : quite fond of myftics, 
I but does not go any great lengths; nor efpoufe, 
j at leall not avow or propogate their extravagant pe- 

I culiarities. Your old acquaintance Mr.—came in, 
' and fat with us, I believe two hours. The gentle- 

man happened to refer to Ifaiah vi. and defired *1 
! would read the beginning of the chapter ; glad of 

this overture, I readily embraced it, and fixed the 
difcourfe to this noble, this alarming and comfort- 
able fcripture. Oh ! let us attend, with affiduity 
and delight, to the holy precious word of God ; the 
apoftle calls it ocfsAw/pure, unmixed, unadul- 
terated, as though every compolition had fome im- 
proper tinfture, was fome w<ay or other adulterat- 
ed. ‘ My fon,’ fays the God of heaven, (and it is a 
moll important advice, a molt endearing exhortati- 
on,) ‘ attend to my words, incline thine ear unto 
* my fayfngs. Let them not depart from thine eyes, 
‘ keep them in the midft of thine heart. For they 
‘ are—life unto thofe that find them, and health to 
‘ all their fifth.’ 

As to Eph. iv. 16. does not 7Vvd.f/AoAoyxy.sici/refer 
to the orderly and exaft arrangement ? avy.CtCxloixu’ov 
to the nice and ftron'g conneftions ? But where is 
the beauty or propriety of ‘Uttatu ttqr*; tk ZT^Ofnyiat 
Why ‘ that which every joint fupplieth ?’ Is there 
any peculiar fund of nutriment lodged in the joints? 
would not an anatomiit have faid, by that which e- 
very veflel, or every ramification of a veflel, fup- 
plieth ?—I fincerely pity poor —’3 cafe ; I will give 

K k- 
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him two guineas ; and hope, the God whom he 
fcrves, will raife him up other friends. ‘ He that 
1 fpared not his own Son, but gave him up for us 
‘ all, how fhall he not with him alfo freely give him 
‘ all things ?’ Tell him this from me, though he 
knows it already; the Lord may make it a word in 
feafon. Charge him to fay nothing of me and my 
mite, but as much for me to his God and Saviour 
as he pleafes.—I hope you will, when opportunity 
ferves, ftrengthen Mr. H—s in the faith of the gof- 
pel, and in the ways of the Lord. Let us provoke 
one another to Jove and to good works; and fo 
much the more as we fee the day approaching.— 
Yefterday Mr. —of Cambridge^ called upon me; 
our converfation was not fo edifying, as I could 

. wifh ; it degenerated into difpute. Mr. —, who is 
very much talked of, was the fubjeft. I don’t tho- 
roughly know his fcheme, but am inclined to fuf- 
pect that his opponents will find it a difficult mat- 
ter to maintain their ground. However, I {hall not 
attempt to'make myfelf fully mailer of the contro- 
verfy. To know Chrift and him crucified, hoc no- 
bis palmarium. This is the defire and prayer of, 

Ever yours. 
P. vS. The Latin prayer you fent me for my opi- 

nion, feems to be compofed by a myllic. Not a 
word of Chrill! Accefs through his blood, is ne- 
gle£led ; acceptance through his righteouinefs, is 
forgotten : The grand error of the myftic divines ! 
who, wholly intent upon what God is to do in us, 
moll unhappily diiregard what he has done for us, 
in the perfon of his beloved Son. 

LETTER CXXXVIII. 

Aly dear Friend, Wejhn-Favelly March ig. 1755* 
A Good while ago I received your kind letter, 

and this week your valuable, parcel. I con- 
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fefs myfelf obliged to your candour, as well as to 
your judgement, for excufing me, though I have 
not abfolutely "acquiefced in all your remarks •, as 
well as for giving me many excellent corrections, 
which 1 have moft thankfully adopted. 1 hope what 
I have written concerning faith, will occaiion fome 
calm and friendly debates ; I want to have that fub- 
je£t fxfted, cleared, and ftated. I muft own, I am 
ftrongly inclined to fide with our reformers ; I can- 
not but think they adhere to the fimplicity of the 
gofpel. Chrift died for me, feems to be the faith 
preached and taught by the apoftles. I have not had 
time to perufe Mr. —, nor your manufcripts ; you 
can hardly imagine, how my time is engrolTed, and 
my weak fpirits almoft overbore, partly by revifing 
the work for a new edition, which is put to the 
prefs,—partly by anfwering a variety of letters, font 
to me on occafiun of the publication; fome of which 
confute, fome approve of the performance. 

I have read with great pleafure, your (hort chro- 
nicle have fent it to Mr. Mofes Browne, and re- 
ceived it again : hope you can fpare it, till 1 perufe 
it a fecond time. 

I have lately been prefented with a magnificent 
and coftly Hebrew Bible, in four volumes folio, 
publifhed by Father Houbigant, with which he has 
intermixed the Apocryphal-Greek books, ftyled by 
him, Deuteco-c manici.—Have you feen this work, 
or heard its character? The author has fubjoined 
eotes to each chapter, which are employed chiefly 
in vindicating his alterations of the text. He is a 
bold enterprizing writer, takes great liberties with 
the facred text, and makes very many alterations ; 
often without the authority, of any manufcript, pure- 
ly from his own critical judgement, or critical con- 
je&ure.—If at any time you have a mind to know 
his opinion upon any difficult text, I will either 

K k 2 
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tranfcribe it in his own words, or give you the fub- 
ftance of it in Englifh. 

His interpretation of Gen. xxii. 14. puts me in 
mind of an expreffion in your fhort chronicle.— 
“’Tis my opinion, Abraham had never fo clear a 
“ fight of the day of Chriil: as at this time.” I fan- 
cy, you will not be difpleafed with a copy of the 
learned Jefuit’s criticifm. Vocavit nomen loci ejus 
n>n* n*cv* Dominus videbitur.—Non videtur ne ab 
futuro nfia* aberremus.—Non videbit,non mode quia 
non additur quid fit Deus vifurus, fed etiam quia in 
tota ilia rifione, hominis eft videre, Domini videri; 
propter quam caufam Deus locum iftum mox nomi- 
ne vifionis fnfigniebat. Nimirum Deus Abrahamo 
id oftendit, quod Abraham vidit et gavifus eft, feu 
Filium promiftionis unigenitum pro humano genere 
vidtimam olim futuram. Atque hoc illud eft, quod 
memorix fempiternx Abraham confecrabat, cum 
ita fubjungeret, Hodie in monte Dominus videbi- 
tur : illud hodie fie accipiens, ut accepit Paulus a- 
poftolus illid Davidis, Hodie fi vocem ejus audieri- 
tis ; quod hodie tamdiu durat, quamdiu fxcula ilia 
durabunt, de quibus apoftolus, donee hodie cogno- 
minatur. Errant, qui Gc interpretantur, quafi Mo- 
fes renarret ufurpatum fuo tempore proverbium. 
Nam fi fic erit, non jam docebit Abraham, cur huic 
loco nomen fecerit, Dominus videbitur ; quam ta- 
men nominum notationem in facris paginis non o- 
mittunt ii, quicumque nomina rebus imponunt. 
Quod contra plane docebit, Abraham, fi de eo Mo- 
fes fic narrat, vocavit nomen loci hujus, Deus vide- 
bitur ; nam dixit, In monte Deus videbitur.—This 
is a truly grand and delightful fenfe ; would bid fair 
for preference, if it could be fufficiently eftablifhed. 
But befides other things which might be objected 
to this interpretation, it feems probable, that the 
Lord did not appear to Abraham, only called to 
him, K-rpu.—Chrift fays of Abraham, that he faw, 
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not his perfon, but his day ; H/zeca fignifies, I i'up- 
pofe, much the fame as nrt nm* the remarkables. 
Tat iTrtfftifjM in any one’s life. He faw by faith his 
incarnation, obedience, death, all-fatisfying atone- 
ment, See. Is not this the meaning of our Lord ? 

Now I am upon the fubjeft of difficult texts and 
exa£l; intepretations, let me debre your opinion of 
If. xxx. 18. I have generally looked upon it, as a 
declaration and a difplay of God’s infinitely-free 
grace, and profufely-rich goodnefs. The great Vi- 
tringa confiders it in a quite different light.—Mo- 
ram trahet nan* Jehovah (are his words) in gratia vo- 
bis facienda.—For which fenfe he adds the follow- 
ing reafon ; quia delicti gravitas repentinam grati- 
am non ferebat, fecundum rationes iulfitiae divinae. 
—The next claufe he thus explains; Propterea 
on*, i- e. exaltabituf judici ct juftitia, antequam 
gratiam in vos exerceat.—Houbigant on this verfe 
does nothing more than offer a fmall alteration, for 
or-p he would read crp pneftolabitur, that this verb 
may correfpond with the preceding run*. 

I propofed to have clofed the plan of Theron and 
Afpafio, with an explicit and pretty copious treatife 
on evangelical holinefs or obedience; and to have 
{hewn my true believer in his dying moments. If 
your thoughts fhould happen to take fuch a turn, 
be fo good, dear Sir, as to fuggeft, what you think 
the moll advifable and advantageous way of manag- 
ing this important point.—This would moll effetiu- 
ally flop the mouths of Arminians, and be the beft 
fecurity againft the abufes of Antinomians. I could 
wifh, if it were the Lord’s will, that I might live 
to furnifh out one more volume of this kind, and 
then—manum de tabula. 

As the new edition is partly finiffied, and the 
prefs proceeding at a great rate, and as there will 
be fome few emendations, you will give me leave 
to prefent you with a fet of what,. I hope, will be 
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leaft imperfect. Till tliis edition is finifhed, let me 
be your debtor in point of promife; and, in point 
of affeflion and gratitude, I will be your debtor fo 
long as I am, &c. 

LETTER CXXXIX. 

Dear Sir, May'll. 1755. 

MY letters to youmuft always begin with thanks, 
and will generally clofe with inquiries. 

I am quite a profelyte to your guarded and fober 
method of ufing the Elebrew manufcript; though I 
talked, fome time ago, with an adept in the facred 
language, and moil devout Undent of God's word, 
who would not fo much as hear of alterations, from 
any authority, on any account whatever; correc- 
tions in an infpired book, were to him little better 
than facriiege. The prefent copy of the Bible, he 
apprehended, was in no degree, not even a fingle 
jot or tittle, wrong. I fubfcribe your reafons for 
rejecting Fattier Iloubigant’s, and in not admitting 
Mr. Kennicott’s expofition of the Hebrew adagy, 
“nv rry 

I fliall treafure up your remark on the relative 
*p-N, and wifh you had the defigning or the fuper- 
intending of the cuts, which the printer of Mr. 
Stackhoufe’s hiftory of the Bible, fays, coft eight 
hundred pounds. I am delighted with your inter- 
pretation of Ifaiah xxx. 18. What a charming re- 
prefentation it gives us of the divine long-fuifering, 
tender mercy, and profufe goodnefs ! Oh ! that 
I might live under the clear manifeftation of thefe 
lovely perfeftions ! 

In Pfal. xxxvi. 1. Houbigant would read np in- 
lle 'd of *3b, and thus tranflates the claufe, Loqui- 
tur impius. juxta—imprebitatem qute eft in medio- 
cordis cjus. 
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Liftead of irv, Pfal. cxxxiii. 3. he would intro- 

duce ney, and jullifies his alteration from Deut. iv. 
48. Did you ever obferve this paflage, and com- 
pare it with the text under confideration ? 

Pfal. Ixviii. 16. for irr he would fubftitute 
i»brr mons pinguis; which alteration he thus ex- 
plains, and thus vindicates; eft mons Dei, mons 
Sion, in quern afportatur area feederis ; qui mons, 
eollatione faifta cum caeteris montibus, quorum laus 
eft pinguedo five ubertas, laudatur ob ejus pingue- 
dinem : ex quo, videlicet, tempore eum montem 
habitat ille, qui pinguem fecit domum Obed-edom. 
—Mons altitudinum, altero in membro, eft attri- 
butuin mentis Sion, caeteris circum montibus altio- 
ris. Itaque mons Bafim nihil hie ad rem •, praefer- 
tim cum de monte Sion ea hoc in pfalmo dican- 
tur, propter quae ille mons fit monti Sion longe 
anteponendus Gen. xx. 16. Ego dedi fratri tuo 
argenti mille pondo, erit id tibi pro velaminibus o- 
culorum, feu tui tibi aderunt, feu caetcri quicunque 
homines, ne forte te concupifcant. nn237, verbum 
pro verbo, nam concupifcibilis es ob tuam pulchri- 
tudinem ; ex mj Arabic, verbo, ducefe uxorem vel 
ejus matrimonium ambire. Don’t you think, this 
method of deducing the fenfe of Hebrew words, 
from the prefent Arabic, is precarious ? If we knew 
the precife fignification which Arabic words bore in 
the days of Mofes, and what words were common- 
ly ufed in that early age, there would be furer 
ground to proceed upon. But I apprehend the A- 
rabic language has undergone great alterations, 
and received great improvements, fincethat period; 
that Golius’s Lexicon is no more the Arabic ufed 
in the time of Mofes, than Johnfon’s ditftionary is 
Englilh fpoke in^the days of Chaucer. 

My belt thanks for your plan. I propofed to fol- 
low the track of Mr. Marlhall, in his book intitled. 
The gofpel myftery of fanftification ; you are ac- 
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quainted, I pvcrume, with this valuable piece of fpi- 
ritual and experimental divinity; this and Mr. 
Erfkine’s fermon’s, led me into thofe notions of faith, 
which are delivered in Dialogue xvi. If you have 
that treatife, (Marfhall’s I mean), I fhould be much 
obliged for your opinion of it. You afk, howHou- 
bigant reads Gen. xi. 32.—Thus, Fueruntque dies 
Thare annorum quadraginta quinque fupra centum. 
This he fays, is according to the Samaritan copy ; 
and adds,—Cui fcriptioni adhterendum efle, notat 
Sam. Bochartus; aliter enim cum Hebraeo cod. 
pugnantia didturum Stephanum diaconum, Acts 
vii. 4. Quod fic probatur : d)£lum fuit, ver. 26. 
Thare fuifle annorum 70, cum gigneret Abraham- 
um. Infra dicetur, (cap. xii. ver. 4.), Abraham- 
um fuifle annorum 75, cum ex Haran in Canaan 
profedlus efl. Ex quo effiqitur, ur Thare, tempore 
illius- profeclionis, annum a'geret 145, atque adeo 
ut Thare, fi quidem vixerit annos 205, fuerit totos 
annos 60 huic profeclioni fuperftes.—Qua; cum ira 
lint, non jam inteiligityr, quare Stephan us dixerit 
Abrahamum fuifl'e, mortuo jam Thare, in Canaan 
profedlum. Aut failitur Stephanus, aut llatuen- 
dum cum Sam. codice, non plus vixifle Thare, 
quam annos 145. Nam per eum numerum, libri 
Genefis cum Stephano difcordia conciliatur.—Er- 
roris fontem aperuit Bochartus, in iitera p 100, pro 
n 40 exarata. Erroris fons eo manifeftior,quod iuco- 
dicibus Germanicis litera p pcde hoc modo decurta- 
to p, fere fimilis ell litera; a —His marginal read- 
ing of Exod. xii. 40. is thus.—According to the 
Samaritan text, ’nqi’- sa ati-.m cnstainio inw wu.' ton 
canpNp Which he thus tranflates (for his Hebrew 
text is conformed to the common ftandard, and only 
in the tranflation his corredlions are introduced), 
Commoratio autem filiorum Ifrael, et patrum co- 
rum qui in terra Canaan et in terra iEgypti habita- 
runt, fuit, &c. In his note on this paflage, he re- 
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fers the reader to his prolegomena ; where, after he 
has proved, that, by admitting the Samaritan read- 
ing, difficulties, otherwife inextricable, are cleared 
up and removed, he takes to talk Grotius, Le Clerc, 
and Buxtorf. You will perhaps be willing to fee 
his manner, which on many occafions is like the 
fcelerata finapis, fharp as muftard. Non incom- 
modo, inquiebat Grotius, lie explicatur: Exilium 
illud jEgyptiacum durafle ufque ad annum 430, ex 
quo Deus Abrahamo praffignificaverat. In qua 
Grotiana explicatione Grotium defidero. Numexi- 

1 lium erat Egyptiacum, turn cum Deus Abrahamo 
prxfignificabat ? Vel cui perfuadebat Grotius, Mo- 
fen hoec verba, ex quo Deus Abrahamo pnefignifi- 
caverat, cum dicere vellet, omifille ? Qure verba 
cum fuo marte Grotius, et facra pagina invita, in- 
ferciat, num huic potius credemus, ut ea verba o- 
miferit Mofes, fine quibus intelligi non poffiet, imo 
fecum ipfe pugnaret, quam Samaritanis, quorum 
diiigentia commonemur Judteos fcribas fuifle negli- 
gentes ? Sed audiendus Joannes Clericus. Malim, 
inquit, ctKVjohoyi&i' in Maforetico codice agnofcere, 
quam mendam. Vigilas, Clerice, cum haec loque- 
ris ? Negas Hebr. in volumine effe mendam. hoc 
eft, errorem a fcribis Judteis profe&um ; eo potius 
inclinas, ut fit cuvfoxryict, hoc eft, Molls ipfius in 
temporibus notandis indiligentia ? Egregiam profec- 
to indiiigentiam, ut Mofes fcripferit annos 430, 
cum fcribere debuiffiet annos 215, eo praefertim lo- 
co, in quo tempera tarn diligenter nctat Mofes, ut 
non modo annos computet, fed ipfum etiam ponat 
anni menfem, menfifque ipfum diem. Quid Bux- 
torfium dicemus, non modo, ut cteteri interpretes 
hie tergiverfantem, fed etiam plane negantem, fu- 
iffie hie quidquam a Judaeis fcribis omiflum ? Ileus 
tu, Buxtorli ! Illamne fuifle Molls feriptionem pu- 
tas, qua Mofes Mofi contradicat, et aperte mentiri 
videatur ? Videatur fane, inquit; fed nihil quid- 
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quam ampTius Mofen fcripfifle mihi quidem conftat. 
Quonam igitur pafto, Buxtorfi, Mofen cum Mofe 
conciliabis ? Non conciliabo, inquit, fi non potero, 
fed veto in hodierno cod. Heb. quidquam addi et 
fuppleri. Quid ita ? Quia, inquit, codices Heb. 
onines hie confentiunt, et illud additamentum igno- 
rat. Q_uid fi autem feribx alicujus lapfu, vel etiam 
plurium excidiffet, non potuilTet id fieri in omni- 
bus exemplaribus. Sed Buxtorfium nunc linqui- 
mus, Buxtorfianafque nugas, quoniam eas fumus 
non muito poft confutaturi. I intended to have 
laid before you a fpecimen of his very bold, and, I 
fear, rafli attempts upon the facred texts : but thefe 
I mufi: defer, till I have the pleafure of fubferibing 
myfelf, on another paper,—your moll obliged, 

and truly-affedlionate friend. 

L E T T E R CXL. 

Dear Sir, 11SS‘ 

HEREWITH I fend you the new edition of 
Theron and Afpalio. it defires your accept- 

ance and your prayers, that it may be tor the praife 
of the glory of God’s grace in Chrift, and for the 
edification of his people in faith and holinefs. 

You will find Dialogue xvi. fo me what altered ; 
' - and rendered, I hope, lefs incorrect, than in the 

former editions. It contains the genuine fentiments 
of my heart. But if they recede a hair’s breadth 
from the unerring ftandard, if they differ in one jot 
or tittle from God’s holy word, in that jot or tittle, 
1 moll earnellly with, the world may not receive 
them, and that I myfelf may have grace to retrabl 
them. What you meet with, that appears contrary 
to the htyosvyiiK ctK-tj'tyvum freely point out. 'I his 
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will pkafe, this will profit, and therefore this will 
oblige, dear Sir, 

Your affefHonate friend, 
James Hervey. 

P. S. You will permit me to keep your manu- 
feripts a little longer ; on^ of them the fcriptural 
chronicle, a perfon is tranferibing. May the bleifcd 
Jefus tranferibe his word and his image on our 
heart. 

* L E T T E R CXLI. 

My poor felloiu-fmners, 
I Received a letter from you, and fliould have vi- 

fited you •, but my health is fo much decayed, 
and my fpirits are fo exceedingly tender, that I 
could not well bear the fight of your confinement, 
your chains, and your miferable circumftances, as 
I can hardly bear the thoughts of your approaching 
execution, and your extreme danger of everlalting 
deftrudtion. But becaufe I cannot come in perfon, 
I have fent you the following lines, which I hope 
you will confider, and which I befeech the God of 
all grace to accompany with his blelling.^ . 

You have been already condemned at an earthly 
tribunal; you are alfo condemned by the law of 
God ; for thus it is written, ‘ Curfed is everyone 
* that continueth not in all things that are written 
‘ in the book of the law to do them, f If every vio- 
lation of the divine law expofes you to a curfe, what 

j a multitude of curfes are ready to fall upon your 
unhappy fouls !—And remember this is not the 
curfe of a mortal man, but of the great, eternal, in- 

. finite God. If it was difmal to hear an earthly 

* This letter was wrote from Wefton-Favell to two con- 
demned malefactors, in Northampton goal, namely James 
Smart and Jofeph Brr.vne,) about the middle of July 175^. 

t Gal. hi. 10. 
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judge command you to be hanged by the neck till you 
are dead; how much more terrible to hear the al- 
mighty Judge denounce that unalterable fentence, 
‘ Depart from me, ye curfed,intoeverlafting fire pre- 
‘ pared for the devil and his angels.’* Had you com- 
mitted but one fin, this would have been your de- 
ferred doom : 1 The wages of fin,’ of every fin, ‘ is 
* death.’f Plow much move of thofe manifold fins 
and multiplied tranfgreffions, of which your confid- 
ences mult accufe you !—You are foon to fuller the 
punilhment of the gallows, and you are liable to the 
vengeance of the molt high God ; for thus faith the 
holy word, ‘ The wrath of-God is revealed from 
* heaven againll all ungodlinefs and unrighteouf- 
( nefs of men. J If againft all and every inftance of 
ungodlinefs, then how much more againlt your 
crimes, which have been of the molt abominable 
and horrid kind !—‘ The wrath of God ! Tremen- 
dous word ! who knoweth the weight and terror of 
his wrath ? At his rebuke the rocks melt like wax, 
the earth is lhaken out of its place, and the pillars 
of heaven tremble. How then can you endure the 
furioufnefs of his wrath, and the feverity of his ven- 
geance ? and that, not for a day, a month, or a 
year, but through all the ages of eternity ! Yet thisis 
the doom of ‘ them that know not God, and obey 
‘ not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift. They 
‘ fiiall be punilhed with everjafting dellrudion, from 
< the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
* his power.’ What can you do in this diftrefled 
condition ? What ihdeed ! if you had a thoufand 
years to live, you could not atone for one offence. 
How then can you make fatisfadlion for millions of 
provocations, in the fpace of a few days ?—Alas ! 
you are loll, utterly loll, in yourfelves irrevocably 
loll. May the God of all power make you feniible 
of your undone Hate ! feniible that you are upon 

* Rem. vi. jj. f M^tth. xxv. 41. } Roir. i. i3. 
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Ithe brink, the very brink of an amazing, an unfa- 
thomable downfah Perhaps you may fay, Is there 
ao hope then ? is the door of heaven {hut, and 
without any poffibility of being opened to us ? Muft 
we fink into unquenchable burnings ; and is there 
not fo much as a twig for us to catch at ? Yes, my 
poor fellow finners, there is not only a twig, but a 
tree, even the tree of life, a fure fupport, which if 
the Lord enables you to lay hold on, you may yet, 
even yet, be faved. Oh ! beg of his wonderful good • 
nefs to accompany what you are going to read, with' 
his Holy Spirit. 

Chrift, the all-glorious Son of God pitied the 
deplorable cafe of fuch finners. He not only pitied, 
but refolved to fuccour and relieve them. For this 
purpofe he came into the world,and was made man. 
Nay more, he came into the place, and flood in the 
{lead of finners.—Becaufe we had broke the com- 
mandments of the law, he fulfilled them in all their 
perfedlion. Becaufe we deferved the punifhment 
of the law, he fullained it in its utmoll extremity. 
—He became poor, and had not where to lay his 
head, though heaven and earth were all his own. 
—He fubmitted to^fcorn and reproach, though all 
the angels of God arc bidden to worlhip him. Nay 
he was condemned to death, the mod fhameful and 
tormenting death, far more {hameful, aud unfpeaka- 
bly more tormenting,than the death which you mud 
fhortly undergo. He fuffered unknown pangs in his 
body, and inconceivable anguifli in his foul, from the 
indignation of God. In a word, he fuffered all that 
ihame, all that torment, all that vengeance, which 
the unnumbered fins of the whole world deserved. 
Here then is your door of hope.—Sins are borne by 
Chrift j and though there be much iniquity, there 
is no condemnation to them who are in Chrift je- 
fus. * Wrath is born by Chrilt, fo that {inner 

* Rum. viii. r. 
L 1 r 
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who deferve eternal vengeance, are reconciled to 
God, and faved from wrath through him. *—A 
righteoufnefs is wrought by Chrilt, a perfect and 
everlafting righteoufnefs, fuch as brings incompa- 
rably-greater honour to God’s law, than all our 
tranfgreffions bring difhoijour. By all this, he has 
merited and obtained a full deliverance, and a com- 
plete redemption.—Are you not ready to cry out, 
— O blefl'ed Saviour! O precious redemption ! 
What a happinefs, if we might be interefted in this 
Saviour, and partake of this redemption ? Mil- 
lions of worlds, for fuch a blefling !—You need 
not give millions of worlds, no, nor any individu- 
al thing. Thefe bleffings are given freely without 
money, and without price, without any deferving 
qualifications in us. All that are juftified, are juf- 
tified freely through the redemption that is in Chrift 
Jefus.—But we are finners, vile Turners ; we have 
not only nothing good, but much and grievous guilt. 
—The Lord convince you of this more and more ! 
Yret remember for whom Chrifl. died, he ‘died for; 
« the ungodly.’—What fays St. Paul ? ‘ In due time; 
‘ Chrift died for the ungodly.’f—fie died for the 
unjuft.—What fays St. Peter? ‘ Chrift hath oncej 
‘ fullered for fins, the juft for the unjuft.’ X—What, 
fays our Lord himfelf? ‘The Son of man is 
‘ come tQ fave that which was loft-.’— Are you 
not ungodly men ? are you not unjuft perfons ? 
are you not loft creatures ? For fuch, even for 
fuch, the divine Jefus died. Wonderful love ! 
adorable compaflion ! The Lord enable you to 
lay hold on this hope fet before you ! Per- 
haps you may fay,—We are not only finners, 
but the chief of finners.—O ! that you were con- 
vinced of this '—To be the chief of finners, makes 
you unpardonable before men ■, but tnis is no diffi- 
culty with Chrift, and fhould be no hinderance of 

* Rom. v. 9, xo. t Ronl- v- 6. | I i’et. iii. it>. 
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your coming to Chriit. Chrift’s merit and righte- 
ouinefs are infinite. They are as able to fatisfy for 
a debt of ten thoufand talents, as for a debt of a Tin- 
gle farthing. Hear what the fcriptures faith upon 
this fubjeft ; ‘ This is a faithful faying, and worthy 
‘ of all acceptation, that Chrift Jefus came into the 
‘ world to fave Tinners, of whom I am chief.’ * 
He came not to fave Tinners only, but the very chief 
of Tinners. And he is ‘ able to Tave them to the 
‘ very uttermoft.’—But our fins are heinous, they 
have been oft§n repeated, and long continued in. 
—What fays the apoftle ? { The blood of JeTus 
‘ Chrift cleanfeth from all fin.’ Another apoftle de- 
clares, ‘ By him,’ by the divinely-excellent Redeem- 
er, ‘ all that believe are juftified from all things •,’ 
from all accufations, be they ever To numerous ; 
from all iniquities, be they ever To enormous. Nay, 

|fo wonderfully efficacious is the power of his death, 
that, through his great atonement, fins which are as 
crimfon, are made white, white as fnow. f—But will 
Chrift vouchfafe his great falvation to us ? Hear his 
own words, ‘ Him that cometh to me’ for pardon 
and falvation, ‘ I will in no wife call out.’ Be his 
guilt ever fo great, this (hall be no bar. I will not 
on any confideration rejett or deny his fuit. Only 
let him come as a poor undone creature, and he fliall 
find me willing and mighty to fave ; nay, he in- 
vites you to come. Thefe are his gracious words, 
‘ Come unto me ail ye that labour, and are heavy 

! ‘ laden,’ heavy laden with fin and mifery, ‘ and I 
‘ will give you reft.’ ^ I will deliver you from going 
down into the pit, I will deliver you from the ven- 
geance of eternal fire. All your fin {hall be upon 
me, and all my righteoufnefs {hall be upon you.— 
Go to a great man on earth, beg of him to ufe his 
intereft in your behalf; he would fcorn to take no- 

* X Tim. i. lx. f fC i. 18. t Matth. xi. 18. 
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tice of you. But your dear, tender, compaflion- 
ate, moft condefcending Saviour, invites you to 
come to him, and affiires you he will not abhor nor 
call you out.—Go to your earthly judge, entreat 
him on your bended knees, to pardon you.—He 
perhaps cannot, mull not: the laws forbid him. 
But it is’not fo with Jefus Chrift ; he has made a 
full iatisfaftion for fin : he has made an infinite a- 
tonement for fin ; and were your fins ten thoufand 
thoufand times greater than they are, before the 
power of his death they would all vanifh away ; by 
the wafhing of his blood, they would all be as 
though they had never been. 

This then fhould be the one defire of your fouls, 
your inceffant prayer to God, that you may come 
to Chrilt, that you may believe in Chrift, that you 
may be found in Chrift : then you will not perifh, 
though you deferve it, but have everlafting life, 
through his name ; then you will have juft the fame 
foundation for your hope, as I muft myfelf have 
when I depart this life. When I lhall be fum- 
moned to the great tribunal, what will be my plea, 
what my dependance ? Nothing but Chrift ! Chrift, 
v/ould I fay, has been wounded for my fins, there- 
fore they will not be punifhed in me. Chrift has 
fulfilled all righteoufnefs in my ftead, therefore I 
truft to be juftified when I am judged. I am 
a poor unworthy finner, but worthy is the lamb 
that was flain, worthy is the Lamb that was flain, 
for whofe fake I lhall receive both pardoning mer- 
cy and everlafting glory. This is my only hope, and 
this is as free for’yoii as it is for your friend and 
fellow-finner, . 

James Hervey. 

P. S. What I have written, I fhall beg of God 
to blefs; and will attend you with my prayers, 
though I cannot vifit you in perfon. 
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LETTER CXLIT. 

My deny Friend, Wejion-Fnvell, Sept. 10. I755- 

YOU may juftly wonder that I have not ac- 
knowledged the favour of your laft, long be- 

fore this. Do me the juflice to believe, that it is 
not owing to the lead difefteem of your correfpond- 
ence, or any infenfibility of your kindnefs. I hope 
my heart is, though fadly depraved, yet fmcerely 
grateful; and I am fure, I eiteem your letters as 
treafures. Though I deftroy almoft all I receive, 
every one of yours is preferred. Let me therefore, 
earneftly beg that you will not follow my example, 
but iufFer your letters to be much more fpeedy in 
their arrival than mine.—You would more eafdy 
excufe me if you knew me. The grafs-hopper is a 
burden to me. Every blafl blows me down, or my 
continual indifpofition and inconceivable langours 
pierce through me. I now hang a fwellcd face o- 
ver my paper ; occafioned only by taking the air 
yefterday in my chair, and finding a fharpe'r atmof- 
phere, than for many weeks I had been accuftom- 
edto. Pray for me,dear Sir, that, eftabliihedin Chrift, 
and ftrong in his faith, I may be looking for, and 
haftening to the coming of the day of God ; when 
this poor, enervated, crazy body, will (to the e- 
verlafting glory of free grace) be made like unto 
Chriil’s glorious bodv. 

I live with my mother and fifter. Our method 
is, every morning at nine, when we breakfaft, to 
read a verfe or two from the Bible, and make it the 
fubje£l: of our converfation. The other day, we 
were reading in Pfal. Ixxxiv. 4. Immediately a 
doubt arofe in my mind, how the fa£t, which is 
here affirmed, could poffibly happen. Could the 
fparrows and fwallows build their nefts, lay their 

L 1 3 
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eggs, and hatch their young, on God’s altar, which 
was every morning and evening ftatedly, and I fup- 
pofe many other times in the day occafionally, fur- 
rounded by crowds of worfliippers, on which the 
facred fire was-conftantly burning, and which was 
in a manner covered with flame and fmoke, when- 
ever the facrifices (n»K) were offered. Now to have 
birds lay afide all their fear of man, their greater 
dread of fire, and make fuch an altar their houfe, 
is ftrange, is fcarce credible, and muft, if true, be 
miraculous.—Confulting Houbigant, I find he was 
fenfible of the difficulty, and folves it, not from 
any manufcript, but from his own invention, thus: 
—Nos vero, ne oratio trunca maneat, fupplemus 
ante ynvmn nx, hsec duo verba, n‘3 exj, Ego vero 
quando tandem, tacito verbo n.ix, adero ad, quod 
folet reticeri. 

I have met with other bold llrokes in this com- 
mentator, which I want to fubmit to your exami- 
nation. But thefe let me poftpone, in order to de- 
fire your opinion concerning the plan of my new 
work ! which, with a weak hand and defponding 
heart, I have fketched out, determined to try, 
(though with very little hope of being enabled to- 
execute,) refting fatisfied in this perfuafion, that 
the iffue of things is in the hand of the Lord, and 
he will fruftrate or accomplifh, as he knows to be 
molt expedient. 

The PLAN of the Supplement to Theron and 
Afpalio. 

Pleafure and happinefs of Chrift’s religion, (for 
I am of the fame mind with Mr. Marfhall in his 
Treatife on fan&ification, namely, that we muff 
partake of the comforts of the gofpel, before we 
can praifife the duties of the law.)—Theron op- 
preffed with fears, on account of Ifis numerous fins. 
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. —Difcouraged with doubts, on account of his im- 
| perfect obedience.—The cordials of the gofpel re- 
i adminiftredjwith fome additional fpirit and llrength. 
■ —Objections to aflurance of faith ftatcd, difcuffed, 
f anfwered.—Vital holinefs ; its nature, necefllty, ex- 

cellency.—Its grand efficient, the blefled Spirit.— 
; Its principal inftrument, true faith ; mixed M'ith 

which, the fcriptures, the Lord’s fupper, prayer, 
the divine promifes, are powerful and effieCtual 
means ; difunited from which, they are a dead let- 
ter and infignificant ordinances.—The evangelical 
principles of holinefs, fuch as, ‘ I befeech you by the 
‘ mercies of God, Ye are bought with a price. Ye 
‘ are the temples of the living God, &c.’—All thefe 
privileges, though not hereditary, yet indefeafible j 
or the final perfeverance of the believer.—Our 
friends part; renew their correfpondence ; Theron 
defires to glorify the God of his falvation, afks ad- 
vice concerning the belt method of farnily-'worffiip, 
educating children, inftruCIing fervants, edifying 
acquaintance.—On each of thefe particulars Afpafio 
fatisfies his enquiry, enlarges on the fubjeft of edu- 
cation, efpecially of daughters ; as that feems to be 
moft neglefted, or the proper way of conducting it 
leaft underltood.—Letter on the covenant of grace, 
comprifing the fubftance, and being a kind of re- 
capitulation of the three foregoing volumes. Afpafio 
feized with a fudden and fatal illnefs; his fenti- 
ments and behaviour in his laft moments. 

If, dear Sir, you fee any thing in this plan that 
is improper, correCt it; any thing that is defective 
fupply it ; and if any thoughts occur on any of the 
topics, be fo kind as to fuggeft them.—Pray have 
you ever feen a book, lat.iy prefented to me, and 
entitled, The marrow of modern divinity, with 
notes by Mr. Bofton ? If you have feen it, you will 
no! lenv nw the fatisfad’on of knowing your fenti- 
mcnts concerning it. Yellerday a learned minifler 
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(a flranger) called upon me, and among other fub- 
jedls, we talked of that remarkable paflage in Ifaiah, 
‘ She hath received of the Lord’s hand double for 
‘ all her fins.’ What do you think is the exa£t 
meaning of the prophet ? a baa is a pecuhar word. 
Houbigant tranflates the claufe, Poftquam pro pec^ 
catis fuis multis dedit Domino duplices psenas :and 
fuppofes the two captivities, Affyrian and Roman, 
to be the double punifhment. My pious vifitant re- 
ferred it to the fatisfaddion made by Jefus Chrift. I 
objedded, that God, not the church, received this. 
To which he replied, That the church receives the 
benefit of the fatisfaddion ; and the expreflion might 
be fynecdochical, the thing purchafed for the thing 
purchafing. This interpretation, I fancy, would 
have been clearer and lefs exceptionable, if he had 
ufed the word punilhment, inftead of fatisfaddion. 
Then, as Chrild and the church are one, his fuf- 
ferings might be called hers, and his righteoufnefs 
is reckoned hers.—Vitringo gives a future fignifica- 
tion to the verb rrnpb. She fhall. receive, not dou- 
ble punifhment, but double bleffings^ agreeably to 
that doddrine taught by St. Paul, { Where fin hath 
‘ abounded, grace {hall much more abound.’—I fnall 
be glad of your opinion on this point; glad of your 
afiifdance in my purpofed work ; and, above all, 
glad of your fervent prayers for,—dear Sir, 

Your obliged and Taithful friend. . 

L E T TER CXLIII. 

My dear Friend, Friday evening. 

AS to the matter of defending me, I think non 
efd tanti. I am ten thoufand times more for 

your converfing like a Chrifdian on every occafion- 
Take all proper opportunities of glorifying your di- 
vine Mafder, and be fpreading abroad the favour of 
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his bleffed name. It would bring dignity to your 
character, I am perfuaded, and would command 
reverence even from gainfayers, if you was fome- 
times to make a frank declaration on this head, and 
a£I accordingly. Don’t fcruple to bid your patients 
feek to God for a bleffing ■, when they are recover- 
ed, remind them of their obligations to the almigh- 
ty Phyfician ; they are reftored to health, not for the 
poor purpofes of eating and drinking, a little more, 
but to acquaint thcmfelves with Chrilt Jefus, to pre- 
pare for eternity, and make their fafvation fure. 
This would be truly graceful, might do much good; 
and fhould any one find fault with tiiis pra£tice, he 
mull not pretend to tfie piety of a Chriftian : he 
has not the religion of a Heathen. Such a one 
fhould remember the condudl, and confider the 
fentiments of your brother lapis. 

Non haec humanis opibus, non arte magiftra 
Proveniunt; neque te, iEnea, mea dextera fervat; 
Major agit Deus, atque opera ad majora remittit. 

Virg. ^En. lib. xii. 

No mortal work is this ; no cure of mine ; 
Nor art’s effeS, but done by hands divine : 
’Tis God .Eneas to the battle fends; 
’Tis God preferves his life, for greater ends. 

Thanks for your advice about what I recommend- 
ed to your confideration, and about my own health; 
God has been better to me, than my apprehenfive 
heart expe&ed. O ! that fo long as I have breath, 
it may be employed to his honour, who forgiveth 
all our fins, and healeth all our infirmities, and when 
he heals them not, will make them a blefiing. 

Do, my dear friend, perfift in a prudent way, to 
bear your teftimony for a Mafter, who has bought 
you with his very life, and intends to make you 
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partaker of his everlafling kingdom. If this does 
you or yours any real harm, reproach me with It, 
when we fhall both Hand in the prefence of the 
whole world, and before the tribunal of our Judge. 

Ever yours, while, &c. 

P. S. You tell me, that <c your bufinefs has lain 
“ fo wide, and you have been fo much hurried this 
“ fickly time, that you have fcarcely had a quarter 
“ of an hour to yourfelf for thefe laft three weeks.” 
—Oh ! my dear friend ! how much foever you may 
be hurried by the diftance and multiplicity of your 
avocations, don’t forget to pray for that wifdom 
which is profitable (or ufeful) to # direct us, even in 
the fmalleft matters, much more in all great and 
weighty affairs.—You who move in fo confpicuous 
a fphere, fo large a field of adtion, mull have 
very particular occafion, very preifing neceffity for 
divine direction ; and therefore that important eja- 
culation, Direct me, O Lord, fliould ever be 
uppermoft in your thoughts.—‘ Take ye heed, watch 
‘ and pray,’ this is the kind admonition of the blef- 
fed Jefus, who well knows the human frame, and 
fees how very liable we are to be drawn afide by a 
variety of temptations with which we are daily fur- 
rounded. 

LETTER CXLIV. 

Dear Sir, 
AS the interval between the hour of our diffolu- 

tion, and the day of refurreclion, will, in all 
probability, be very confderable, much longer than 
the time of our continuance on earth ; it is a very 
reafonable and important inquiry, to examine into 
the circumftances of this Hate. The feripture, our 
infallible director, which is (fo copious upon all 

* Eccles. s. 10. 
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i the grand articles of religion, and) filent upon no- 
1 thing that relates to the true happinefs of mankind, 
1 has not left us without information in this particq- 
] lar. Whereas, all other writers grope in the dark ; 
i not one of them has been able to draw back the cur- 
1 tain, or give us (any) the leaft infight into the invifi- 
I ble world : it is to them, and in all their fyltems, 
i an abfolute terra incognita.—A few of the fcriptu- 
Iral difcoveries may be feen in the anfwer to the fol- 

lowing queries. 
1 ft, When the fouls, the fouls of the righteous, 

k depart from the body ; by whom are they received ? 
• —By holy angels. The angels were miniftring fpi- 
jj rits to them, in the days of their fleth, and will be 

their guard and their convoy, when they relinquilh 
j'the earthly tabernacle. When Lazarus died, he 
I was carried by angels.—What a comfortable privi- 
i lege is this ! not to be left folitary and defolate, like 

a fhip-wrecked mariner on fome unknown coaft ; 
J but to be under the guidance and protection of thofe 

benevolent beings ! 
2dly, In what place are they lodged ?—This is 

j defcribed, not from our ideas of locality, or any 
I properties of fpace, but from the fociety and the en- 
j joyments. It is not very material, whether they are 
l above or below, in the heaven of heavens (which, I 
i think, is moft probable) or in fome feparate manfi- 
j on. A difembodied fpirit if under the wrath of 

God, muft every where be extremely miferable ; if 
! furrounded with his favour, will every where be ex- 
j ceeding happy. To fuch a fpirit, that has no lon- 

ger any connection with fenfible things, God’s 
fmile muft be heaven, God’s frown muft be hell.— 
Where-ever this region lies, we are fure it lies un- 
der the beams of the Sun of Righteoufnefs ; Chrift 
is there, and where he is prefent, happinefs cannot 
be abfent. ‘ 'Ihou lhalt be with me,’ is his promife 

J to the penitent thief.—Abraham is there, the friend 
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of God, and father of the faithful. Lazarus, we are 
told, was carried into Abraham’s bofom ; and where, 
he refides, where all the children of God, and heirs' 
of glory dwell, there muft be pleafures :—fuch plea- 
fures, that the place is called paradife ; ‘ Thou fhalt 
‘ be with me in paradife.’ The delightful garden of 
Eden, which the Lord himfelf planted, and which 
innocent man inhabited, was incomparably the fin- 
eft, nobleft fpot in this fublunary world ; and this 
is ufed to give us fome faint reprefentation of thofe 
blefled abodes, where the fouls and fpirits of the righ- 
teous remain till the fiiout of the archangel and the 
trump of God fummon them. 

3dly, How foon are they lodged in this defirable 
fituation ?—Without delay. I find no mention of: 

any intermediate purgation, or of any period for * 
ina£livity and forgetfulnefs. ‘ To-day fhalt thou be:: 
‘ with me,’ is our Lord’s expreffion; and it is ob-; 

fervable, that the Jewifli day was very near clofing,; 
when our Saviour gave up the ghoft ; nearer ftill 
when that converted malefacftor expired.—‘ I have' 
‘ a defire to be diflblved,’ fays St. Paul, ‘ and to be 
‘ with Chrift ;’ he fpeaks of his releafe from clay, 
and his introduction into the Redeemer’s prefence, 
as inftantaneous. No fooner does the former com- 
mence, but the latter takes place.—What an en- 
couragement is this to fight the good fight of faith, 
and finifti our courfe with alacrity and diligence ! 
fince we are not to wait in wifhful but difappointed 
expectation : No, the very moment our warfare is 
accomplifhed, our reward begins.—Which reminds 
me of another inquiry. 

4thly, What is the condition of holy fouls, in this 
feparate ftate ? 

1. They reft from their labours ; from all the- , 
diforders that afflicted their bodies, from all the 1 
temptations that difquieted their fouls. They arc 
no longer ridiculed ami perfecuted by ungodly men. | 
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They have more conflict with the powers of dark- 
nefs and their own corruptions fin and forrow 
ceafe eternally. They are freed, entirely freed, from 
every evil. 

2. They enter into peace. They have then peace 
with God, peace in their own thoughts, peace with 

l fellow-faints, which pafieth all underftanding.—- 
| Peace implies a pofitive happinefs.—Peace, in the 
fcriptural language, denotes all manner of blef- 

i fings, and fuch is its import in the preceding paf- 
1 fage. In this large extent will it be made good to 
I the righteous. When they relinquifh the earthly ta- 
ibernacle, the feales of ignorance fall from their un- 
1 derftandings ; their will is wonderfully conformed 
: to ChrifFs ; every weight drops off from their af- 
1 feftions; and their holinefs is exceedingly confirm- 
ied. They are honoured with nearer approaches to 
IGod, they are favoured with clearer manifeftations 
i of his glory, they feel richer emanations of his love, 
i and are more and more transformed into his image; 
every doubt vanilhes, and they rejoice in the pro- 
fpeft, the affured and refrefhing profpedl of receiv- 

Jing all the fulnefs of their everlafting felicity. I 
ifaid fulnefs ; for though the felicity of the foul up- 

■jon its difmifiion from mortality is great, Is high, is 
to us inconceivable ; yet it will not be complete till 

, the body is re-united to it, re-animated by it.—Then 
Ithat will not only be refeued from corruption, but 
imade like unto Chrifl’s glorious body, will be digni- 
ilfied with divine approbation, and that before the 
i largeft affembly of men and angels ; they will re- 
ceive a crown of righteoufnefs, they will fit on 
thrones, and judge the apollate angels; they will 
jthen poffefs the kingdom prepared for them from 
the foundation of the world. 

What is faid of the righteous may lead us to feme 
proper conceptions with regard to the wicked and- 
their Hate ;—the one is the reverfc cf the other ; 

M m 



412 A COLLECTION Let. 144. 
as they were quite diHimilar in their life, in their : 
death they are equally different. If the righteous ! 
are committed to the care of benevolent angels, i 
the wicked, it is very probable, are abandoned to 
the infults and rage of malevolent fpirits. If the : 
righteous are admitted into manfions of blifs, the 
wicked are configned over to the places of hor- ' 
ror and torment, where is all the mifery which is 
expreffed by weeping and wailing ; all that felf- 
condemnation and anguifh, which is expreffed by I 
gnafhing of teeth. If the righteous enjoy the calm 
of uninterrupted tranquility, and the light of per- 
petual fun-Ihine ; the wicked are referved in chains 1 
of darknefs unto the judgement of the great day •, 
wearied by their own ungovernable paffons, ftung : 

by eager but unfatisfied defires, haunted by a Hern 
upbraiding confidence.—In a word, while the righ- 
teous are looking for that bleffed hope, and the glo- | 
rious appearing of the great God, and their Saviour 
Jefus Chrift ; they are trembling under the difmal 
apprehenfions of that dreadful day, when Jefus 
Chrift fhall be revealed in flaming fire. 

I add only a remark on that text of St. John, to 
which we are fo much obliged in this inquiry, 
“ Bleffed are the dead which die in the Lord,” &c. 
—The Lord muft certainly fignify the Lord Jefus | 
Chrift.—To die in him, muft, I think, imply dy- | 
ing in his faith, fo as to be one with him ; intereil- 
ed in his mercy, renewed by his Spirit, and con-, 
formed in fome prevailing degree to his image. 
May this be the ftate of our fouls, while we live here, 
and when we depart hence. Then that will be ful- 
filled, to our unfpeakable and eternal comfort, which 
is fpoken by another apoftle, ‘ To me to live is 
‘ Chrift, and to die is gain.’—I am, dear Sir, yours ; 
fincerely, 
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LETTER CXLV. 

413 

My dear Friend, IV-fton, Saturday Morn. 

I Thought of you in a particular manner on 
Thurfday, being the fad anniverfary on which 

8 your late excellent lady refigned this life; and at 
|l the fame time I thought on thofe tender lines, 

0 Jamque dies, ni fallor, adeft ; quem femper acerbum, 
j* Semper honoratum, fie Dii voluiftis, habebo. # 

Virg. jEn. lib. V. 

1 I cannot but take notice of the wifdom and piety of 
II my favourite poet; he teaches his hero to refolve 
b all afflictive and dark difpenfations, into the graci- 
k ous will of God ; and to derive his confolation from 
|l this belief. Sic Dii voluiftis, is a fort of imitation 
K of the good old prieft Eli. ‘ It is the Lord, let him 

1 1 do what feemeth him good.’ It is not much un- 
il like the exemplary acknowledgment of the patri- 
R arch Job, ‘ The Lord gave and the Lord hath tak- 

‘ en away, blefted be the name of the Lord !’ 
I am thankful for your prefent of Vanierii proe- 

8 dium rufticum. It is a very beautiful piece : uni 
Jj Virgilio fecundus; the moft elegant and correft 
<1 Latin compofition, that 1 have met with among 
ji the moderns. 

I have no fault to find, and no alteration to offer, 
p with regard to the little trait that you fubmit to my 
|j correction.—But what fhall I fay to my dear friend 
| himfelf ? Oh! what opportunities of doing good, 
H fubftamial and immortal good, do you lofe, do you 
I fquander away! Opportunities, that are flying from 

I * The Englifli of which is,Now the day, if, I miltake 

I « n0t’ 3t ^anc*> w'‘*ch (fuel) has been the will of heaven) ] ‘ 1 fhall always account a day of forrow, always a day to be 
1 “honoured.” 

Mma 
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you upon the fwifteft wings of time; and when once 
gone, are never to be recovered.—I don’t fo much 
as think of your neglefting bufmefs ; but do let the 
world fee, that bufinefs may be managed, great bu- 
fineis managed, and yet Chrilt and eternal ages not 
forgot. Let men fee, that the comforts of Chrifti- 
anity, the privileges of the gofpei, are fo truly de- , 
lightful, as to be the moft efl'edhual fovereign rg- . 
frefliment, under the fatigues of a burthenfome em- 

.ploy. Thus doing, you wouidbe a credit and high 
recommendation to religion ; and blelfed would you 
be, if your Mafter, when he cometh, fhould find 
you fo doing.—You will excufe my freedom ; and, 
in return, I will not ceafe to pray, that ‘ the love 
‘ of Chrilt may conftrain you,’ 2 Cor. v. 14.—I 
am, &c. 

LETTER CXLVI. ,. 

Jlly dear Friend, ‘Tuefday Morn. , j 

WELL might Dr. Doddridge fay, “ that in 
“ Saurin’s * fermons, the excellencies of De- 

<£ mofthenes and Cicero were united.”—Never did 
I meet with any thing equal to the paflages which 
the Doftor was fo obliging as to tranflate, purpofe- 
ly to give me fome ideas of this celebrated writer. 
—Pie feetns to have underftood the gofpei well, and 
all the powers of oratory were combined in him.— 
I dare fay he preached from his heart, and the grace 
of God accompanied his words.—If I have been fo 
much affefted, merely by this defultory tranflation, 
how much more fhould I be tranfported, was I 
(like you) fufficiently (killed in the French language, 
to read the original itfelf ! Saurin, it feems, was a 

* Samin’s fermons were originally wrote in French;—have 
pitied through various editions;-an(l are now printed in twelve 
octavo volumes. • 
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Proteftant; and I am told, that In Holland, where 
he exercifed his miniftry, the ftrects were fo crowd- 
ed for feveral hours before the fervice began, that 
it was very difficult to gain admiffion. Is it not a- 
ftonifhing, that the fermons of fo popular a preach- 
er, and fo eminent a writer, ffiould not as yet have 
been put into an Engliffi drefs ?—But this I pre- 
fume is owing to the difficulty of doing juftice to 
an author of his extraordinary genius.—I am well 
aware, that few are equal to fuch an undertaking; 
but if there was a fpirited tranllation of thefe ani- 
mating fermons, publiffied in weekly numbers, they 
would.be well received, and might, through the di- 
vine bleffing, be the means of doing much good to 
the community. 

I have been enabled, blefled for ever be God ! to 
perform my office, and preach to a crowded con- 
gregation. ‘ Jefus faid the third time, Simon, fon 
‘ of Jonas, loveft thou me ?’ was the text. O ! that 
it may be the power of God to the falvation of the 
hearers !—I hope my diforder in my head, and pain 
in my teeth, are not increafed, though I felt the 
cold air breathe upon my face ; for the church was 
fo thronged, that it was not pradticable to ffiut the 
door. Oh ! for faith in the almighty Guardian, the 
almighty Phyfician !— 

This, I prefume, will find you fafely returned 
from London to your own habitation ; but though 
come back to your refting-place, yet more and more 
fenfible that we are but Itrangers and pilgrims on 
the earth. 

I hope ere long to fee you at Wefton ; for I can 
affijre you, my dear Sir, that amongfl the many, 
many friends that dearly love you, no one can have 
a more affedlionate regard for you than 

Yours unalterably. 

Mm3 
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LETTER CXLVII. 

Dear Sir, Sept. 25. 1755. 

I Lately received a letter from my very valuable 
friend Mr. —, an extraft of which I here tran- 

fcribe, as he has made fome juft remarks on Mr. 
Burnham’s blameable behaviour, in refufing the 
help of a phyfician.—I believe you can anfwer for 
me, that I fhall never be guilty of that fault ; as I 
think altogether with the wife fon of Sirach, that 
‘ the Lord hath created the phyfician, and that fuch 
‘ are to be regarded for the ufes we may have of 
‘ them.—The Lord likewife hath created medicines 
‘ out of the earth, and he that is wife will not ab- 
‘ hor them.’ Ecclus xxxviii. 

“ I have” (fays my correfpondent) ct been read- 
<c ing Burnham’s Pious Memorials, as it was pub- 
“ liftied with a recommendatory preface by you, in 
“ behalf of his diftrefted widow. The dying behavi- 
“ our of Dr. Andrew Rivet, page 212, and Dr. Pe- 
“ ter du Moulin, page 263, charms me exceeding- 
“ ly.—Every word has its weight, and fhines like a 
“ well-fet diamond in a ring j or, as Solomon ex- 
“ prefles it, like an apple of gold in a pidlure of fil- 
“ ver.—Mr. Burnham was undoubtedly an excel- 
*c lent man, but he does not feem to come up to 
“ thefe in divine knowledge. Methinks I don’t fo 
« well approve of his refufing the help of a physi- 
“ cian, page 43 ij and tlie flight with which he 
“ treated fuch a propofal.—It does indeed fhew, 
{{ that he lived quite above the fear of death ; but at 
“ the fame time it fliews great weaknefs of mind.— 
« Life and heajth are mercies in the efteem of hea- 
“ ven ; and the dying Chriftian ought to efteem e- 
“ very thing as God efteems it. Suppofe fuch a 
“ one defires to die, yet ftill he ought to ufe every 
“ lawful means to live, to make the will of God his 
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1 “ own, and to be willing to continue even out of 
“ heaven, as long as his lieavenly Father pleafes.— 
“ The fame weaknefs of mind appears in his defir- 
“ ing his friends not to pray for his life, and in his 
“ being forty that they made fo much ado, page 
“ 433.—Had lie requefted them to pray for him 
“ importunately, yet in humble fubmiflion to the 
“ will of God, and to be fare to acquiefce in it* 
“ whether for life or death, methinks it had been 
“ better.—An earneft defire of a fpeedy diflblu- 
“ tion has led fome pious martyrs, and fome dy- 
<c ing Chriftians too, into a miftake, which it is 
“ proper to take notice of, but more proper to a- 
“ void.” 

How do you approve of the following method, 
i in converfing with the furvivors after the lofs of a 
1 dear child or friend ?—It is merely a fketch ; yet a 
1 due regularity is preferred by the three divifions ; 
3 and fome of the heads on each divilion are to be 
1 enlarged upon or omitted, and others added occa- 
I fionally. — The ufe of fuch Iketches may be feen in 
i the preface to Mr. Richards’s Flints for religious 
3 converfation with the afflidled; whofe plan, though 
1 fome of his hints are not fufficiendy adapted to the 
j cafe delcribed, I highly approve ; as it cannot but 
1 be ferviceable to every Chriftian, who is defirous 
> of entering into fpiritual difeourfe: and more parti- 
> cularly to young clergymen, who would do well to 
1 tranferibe, ftudy, and improve thofe hints; as they 
3 are too often at a lofs how to exhort, admonifh, or 
) comfort, as various difpofitions and circumftances 
1 require.—When you fend me your opinion, make 
1 fuch alterations as occur to you. 

confolation. 
It is God’s will,—who ftill continues many com- 

forts to us.— 
His will always wife, good, bed. 
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We are his creatures.—He has a right to us, as we 

have to our cattle or lands. 
It is the Lord’s doing.—This was the fupport of 

Eli, Job, Hezekiah. 

The Improvement. 
“ For us men ficken, and for us they die.” (Dr. 

Young’s Night thoughts.) 
To wean our hearts from the world. 
To fet our affections there, wdiere true joys are to 

be found. 
To excite us with greater diligence to prepare for 

our own great change. 

Our own preparation. 
The only preparation is to fecure the favour of 

Chriit, and an intereft in his merits, by which ' 
we are pardoned and jultified^ 

A participation of the Spirit of Chrift, by which 
we are made fit for heaven. 

I hope you remember, not without a pleafing 
mixture of gratitude and joy, your divine yet bleed- 
ing Lord. 1 hope you feel a more comfortable truft, 
that your fins are done away through that all-aton- 
ing blood ; and that you pray with a more Heady 
faith for that molt bleffed Spirit, which was fealed 
to our enjoyment in the holy facrament, of w'hich 
we were fo lately partakers. 

I defire you would enter into fome fpiritual con- 
verfation with the bearer, whom I have recom- 
mended to you ; you will then fee the more than 
rocky hardnefs of the human heart, and the abfo- 
lute need of prayer, and almighty grace, in order 
to make it lufceptible of faving impreflions. I dare 

+ fay you will draw feveral ufeful conclufions from 
this interview, though your attempts for his bene- 
fit, I fear, will prove ineffectual. 
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A gentleman yefterday told a flory, well atteft- 

1 ed, which you’ll be pleafed to hear, as it {hews in a 
1 very ftrong light the ufe of thofe paflages of fcrip- 
ture, which the unthinking are too apt to confider 
as ufelefs. A certain libertine, of a moft abandon- 

1 ed charafler, happened accidentally to {troll into a 
i church, where he heard the fifth chapter of Gene- 
I fis, importing that fo long lived fuch and fuch per- 
I fons, and yet the conclufion was, they died. Enos 
I lived 905 years, and he died;—Seth 912, and he 
died;—Methufelah 969, and he died. The frequent 

f repetition of the words ke died, (notwithftanding 
the great length of years they had lived), {truck 

i him fo deeply with the thought of death and eter^ 
: nity, that it changed his whole frame.—He attend- 
ed the remaining part of the divine fervice with the 
utmoft feriouinefs;—went home, and prayed ear- 

: neltly to God for forgivenefs, and the afiiitance of 
his holy Spirit;—and became, from an infamous li- 
bertine, a moft exemplary Chriftian.—By this chap- 
ter we fee, how foon youth, health, and all world- 
ly delights mult end. This, to a worldly-minded 
man, cafts a damp upon all thefe defireable things; 
but to a foul acquainted with Chrift, and in affec- 
tion removed from hence already, no thought is fo 
fweet as this. Enos died, Setli died, Methufelah 
died, and (blelfed be God for the privilege of death) 
fo fhall I.—It helps much to carry us cheerfully 
through wreftlings and difficulties, through better 
and worfe. We fee the land of promife near.— 
We fhall quickly pafs Jordan, and be at home.— 
There will be an end of the many vexations of this 
life,—an end of fin,—an end of temptations,—nay, 
an end of prayer itfelf; to which will fucceed new 
fongs of endlefs praifes. Oh let us often refledl: on 
what St. Peter advances: ‘The end of all things is’ 
therefore ‘ at hand, be ye fober, and watch unto 
‘ prayer.’ 1 Pet. iv. 7. 
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I hope you will well weigh this,—and introduce 

fpiritual difcourfe whenever a fair opportunity pre- 
fents.—Set your face as a flint amongft the great. 
—Eftablifh your heart as a rock ; and let nothing, 
nothing divert you from furthering the intereft of 
Chrift, wherever you yourfelf have any intereft.— 
It is like plunging into cold water perhaps at firft, 
but afterwards comes a glow all over you. Remem- 
ber what I now fay, fliould you live thirty or forty 
years longer, yet when you come to die, take my 
word for it, you will wilh you had converfed more 
on and for Chrift. 

—I am fatisfied from the facred oracles, as clear 
as light, concerning the origin of evil. And if any 
one, without having recourfe to revelation, can fa- 
tisfadlorily folve that queftion, erit mihi magnus 
Apollo.—My dear friend, let the word of Chrift 
dwell in us richly. 

—Thanks for the ufe of Wharton’s and Pitt’s 
Virgil. All the Syrens fing in his lines, but the 
joyful sound is no where heard. Was the ear 
of our foul tuned aright, there would be more mu- 
fic in this one fentence from the King of heaven, 
‘ I have called you friends,’ (John xv. 1;.) than in 
all the Iliad and all the ^Eneid. 

I am ever and affeftionately yours. 

LETTER CXLVIII. 

Sir, Wejlon-Favell, Sept. 20. 1755’ 

YOU threaten to put my patience to the trial, 
by a very long letter of fcriptural criticifms. 

I ftiall only reply, Oh that my patience may fup- 
port all other trials with the fame complacency and 
cheerfulnefs, as I am perfuaded it will fupport it- 
felf under this ! Your obfervations I very much va- 
lue, and take a Angular pleafure in reading. I h« 
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Lord Jefus enable you to multiply them, and me 
to profit by them ! and help us both to love his ho- 
ly name, ever more and more ! . - 

I am entirely of your opinion wkh regard to the 
worth, the ineftimable worth, of the prefent life; 
efpecially when there is a comfortable profpedf of 
being ufeful in our generation. This llate affords 
the only opportunity of doing good to immortal 
fouls. The dead ferve not the Lord in the work 
of the gofpel. The living, the living only, are en- 
trufted with the precious office of turning finners 
from darknefs to light; therefore the living fhould 
value this diflinguifhed prerogative at a high rate. 
^-Perhaps you think, that I was the writer of Mr. 
Burnham’s life.—From a queftion propofed to me 
very lately by a clergyman, I fancy, that others 
think the fame; * but I neither was the author, nor 
do I know the author’s name. 

I have fent you the third edition of Theron and 
Afpafio : you will obferve, that I have made fome 

I alteration in Dialogue xvi. and that I ftill adhere to 
'my firfl opinion, with regard to faith. I affure my- 
felf, you can bear with me, though I fhould con- 
tinue in this particular point, to vary fomewhat 
from your way of thinking. I fhall be truly glad 
and thankful, if you will examine me with the ri- 

j gour of a critic, and mufter up againlt my do&rine 
the ftrongefl objeddions you can conceive; for I do 
earneftly wifh and frequently pray, that not any 

I notion of mine, but the holy truth of God may 
| prevail.— You will alfo obferve, what advantage I 
have made of your remark on Vitringa’s interpre- 

| tation of Ifa. xxx. 18. 

* Mr. He-vey was folieited to write the preface to Burn- 
j ham’s Pious Memorials, which he complied with as an atft of 
I compaffion to the widow, who thought his name might pro- 
i mote the fale of the book for her benefit. See this preface, 
1 vol. V. page 2CO. 
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I fhall expe£l your animadverfions on Mr. Mar- 

fhall with eagernefs; and though he is my counfel- 
lor, my comforter, and my favourite, I truft I {hall 
not be blind to his faults, nor refufe to fee his mif- 
takes. May the wifdom of heaven guide, direcl, 
and teach, dear Sir, 

Your atTcclionate and obliged friend, &c. 

LETTER CXLIX. 

My dear Friend, Wejlon-Favell, OB. 23. 1735. 
I Have received, and am very much obliged for 

your remarks on Mr. Marfhall’s treatife on 
Sanctification. They are truly judicious; and feve- 
ral of them command my aiTent. You will wonder 
to fee, how ftrongly I have recommended this book 
in the fecond volume of my Theron and Afpafio, 
page 398. (of the prefent edition). It has been e- 
minently blefled to my own foul : there is no reli- 
gious treatife I read, which does me more good. 
Pray be fo kind as to execute what you propofed.— 
Shew me how Mr. Marlhall’s method may be im- 
proved; for I would gladly tread in his fteps on 
this account, as well as on others, that I may have 
an opportunity of acknowledging his miftakes, and 
cautioning my reader. 

Downhame’s Chriftian warfare, againft the devil, 
the world, and the ilefh, I will immediately endea- 
vour to procure. I would be glad, if you would 
point out other excellent books. I am fometimes 
afked to give a friend or a ftudent a catalogue of 
the moll excellent authors (particularly of religious 
authors.) To do this, feems to be a valuable piece 
of fervicc, efpecially as it is fo unhappily negledled 
by the condudlcrs of our youthful ftudies. 

Your lalt paragraph is particularly kind and o- 
bliging: but however your benevolence may regard 
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md reprefent it, I fhall always efteem and acknowl- 
edge it as a lingular favour to receive your critical 

:abfervations. In which, as in the threads made of 
l!ilk and gold, there is always a moft agreeable mix- 
cure of learning and devotion. 

Pray what do you apprehend to be the meaning 
bf St. Paul ? 1 Cor. ix. 26. c% aJ^Kuf. Dr. Dod- 
dridge tranflates the pallage thus: “ Not as one 
“ who is to pafs undillinguilhed.” In the fame 
chapter, verfe 23. another difficulty occurs iv<t trvfxM- 
vui’ot susvi yivauni.— 1 Cor. xii. 31. ZrAart rn Xaote- 
auija. to. KfujTova., Dr. Doddridge underftands as a re- 
tprehenfion, not as an encouragement. He tranllates 
rthe words, “Ye contend earneftly about the bell 
“ gifts;” and interprets the claufe, “ envying, and, 

: “ it may be, detracting from the fuperior endow- 
; “ ments of others.” Is this right ? See chap. xiv. 
••X.—I am at fome lofs to make oat the propriety of 
da Ka.fr iiiJ.wxyfoypajp)v. Col. ii. 14. How is the hand- 
rwriting of ordinances faid to be contrary to us ? 
□The ceremonial law, which I fuppofe is meant by 

f'oyyxtaiy, was not contrary to, but promotive of, the 
(comfort and peace of the Jewilh worlhippers. The 
iimoral law indeed fpoke/ terror, and nothing but 
iterror, to impotent man. But the law of facrifices 
nand wafhings brought the glad tidings of atone- 
ment and purification, which mull be very confo- 
latory. What is the precife fignification t^cOie/^ie 

t.ifKiy, 'srfwniAac-stj ? Do they refer to any ufages culto- 
umary and current in thofe times ? 

Let me now fubmit to your examination, a very 
( lingular criticifm or two of Father Houbigant’s. Oa 
.ill. ii. 22. he fays, Non dubitamus, quin fuerit olim 
nferiptum, »on awa jtdm ts Nam althudinem flatu de- 
ficit. Homo, cujus fpiritus eft in naribus ejus, eft 
iiipfe filius liominis, Meilias, de quo in toto hoc ca- 
pite vaticinatur Jefaias. Quern Meffiam Judsei, nifi 

•iviolare timent, monct eos non impune laturos. Ouia 
N n 



424 A COLLECTION Let. 149. 
Meflias, homo faftus, volvit naribus ventos et tem- 
peftates, quibus ipforum et urbem et rempublicam 
fit everfurus. Again chap. iii. 10. he fays, pn^rpH' 
rierique, pod Vulgatum, dicite jufto, qua interpre- 
tatione peccant dupliciter. Nam 1. legitur pns: juf- 
tus vel juftiim, non pi^b jufto. 2. Parum ad rem 
terribilibus minis, quae anteceflerunt et qute fequun- 
tur, interferitur ifte fermo ad juftum habitus. Nobis 
fatis eft rpx pro nrs. Nempe erat futurum, ut Ju- 
daei juftum ligarent, Romanifque vinfium trade- 
rent.—His verfion is, AlHgant juftum, qui bonus 
eft.—You will begin to think that our author is ex- 
tremely fond of the fpiritual fenfe, and defirous to 
find Chrift or Chriftian fentiments in every place. 
But he is feldom, (however it has happened in the 
aforecited texts) liable to err on this fide of the 
queftion. Hear what he remarks on If. xxxiii. 24. 
n? Kcona a-rpn errr 'n bn. Agitur praeda exercitus Af- 
fyriorum, poll eorum fugam, dividenda inter eos, 
qui vicinis in locis habitant. Nihil ad earn praedam 
iniquitas: Nihil etiam ad antedifta, qui habitat in 
ca. Nam ea, de qua habitatione dicatur, nefeitur. ; 
Nihil denique ad rem ’n bn, aeger fum. Non pro- 
miferat Deus, nullos fore in regione aegrotos, aut in 
le.tto jacentes turn, cum dividenda efl’et praeda. Sed 
omnia plana et commoda erunt, fi pro nbn, legas 
’p-ba, prohibitus fum ; fi pro m oa in eis, fi denique 
pro py, legas rpt praedam fuam, xao as nam on ’n'ba 
piy -tbk’ banp. Non dicet vicinus, prohibitus fum ; 
populus qui habitabit apud eos, toilet praedam fuam; 
Quibus verbis praenunciatur, praedam de Afiyriis 
fore tantam, ut omnes licentiam habituri fint pra> 
dandi, et abducendi domum praedas fuas. 

Hof. vi. 3. rrprn, et cognofcamus. Parum com- 
mode cognofcamus, ubi fequitur, et perfequamur 
"cognitionem. Propterea non dubitamus, quin Ofce 
feripferit rnsm, et conveniacous, ut deinde apte ve- 
niat, et fequamur, fi ve curramus ad cognolhendura 
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c)ominum. The next verfehe thus tranflates: Quid 
iijacium tibi, Ephraim, quid faciam tibi Juda, ut ad- 
.it vobis mifericordia, velut matutina nubes, et ut 
(es quae mane effiinditur? Certe ego, quod volui, 
: eci prophetis tuis; interfeci eos per verba oris mei, 

t ex judiciis de te meis lux orietur. He changes 
arosn into inrnn. 
I I was not a little puzzled about Jer. xviii. 14. 
tdoubigant, according to his cuftom, firft alters, then 
Interprets; thus he would read the paflage: imi»-na 
tom wmi cx • jiaab aVanw Tvn aijnn oibjn. An deferit 
;alx paetram, vel nix Libanum ? An relinquunt a- 

...jux fcaturientes defluxus currentium aquarum? 
When you have leifure and inclination for critical 

-i.tudies, I {hall be greatly obliged for your opinion 
lim thefe points; as I^im for your very friendly and 
rery folid defence of me in the London Magazine. 
I—May the King of faints profper the works of your 
taen, and return the atls of your kindnefs into your 
lawn bofom !—Let me once more beg of you to di- 
iirecft me to the moft improving books you have met 
with. No longer ago than yefterday a young cler<* 
nryman, whom I had never feen before, made me a 
i dfit, and attended a le£ture which I gave my parifh 
n WeftoiT church on Wednefday evening, at feven 

tdclock. An amiable gentleman truly ! He feems 
fnighty well inclined : wonders that his brethren 
aion’t make edifying fubjefts, fuch as juftification and 
san&ification, the favourite topics of their difcourfe, 
c'>Iow I don’t know what more fubftantial fervice I 
J!-ould do fuch a perfon, than to recommend to his 
ntudy fome proper books. The tidings therefore of a 
. udicious evangelical author, with a little (ketch of 
aim chara£ler and diftinguiflung excellency, might be 
ci blefling to others,and a bleffing to myfelf. A favour, 
> 1 welcome favour, I am very fure it would be to, 

Dear Sir, your much obliged, 
and truly affcdtionatc friend, &c. 

N n 2 
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LETTER CL. 

My dear Frlcndy Wejlon-Favell, Dec. 13. 1755. 

I Received your Lift valuable favour in due time. 
I (hould have made my acknowledgments foon- 

er, but I ftaid to get the inclofed little pamphlet, * 
which I want much to have you perufe, and to have 
your opinion concerning it. There feems to me to 
be much good fenfe and folid argument, much more 
than I apprehend, could have been produced on the 
occafion.—I read your remarks with great atten- 
tion; and I humbly truft that God will execute the 
office, and accompliffi the bleffing mentioned in the 
portion of fcripture, which gave a reliffi to our 
breakfaft this morning. 

run ctx -iBbnn. Pralm cxix. 10. 

I read the paffage in a fmall Hebrew Bible with- 
out points ; and the firll word in the verfe feemed 
to me, not iovt, but •rovr, which, in my opinion, 
yields the beft fenfe: He that « made, upholds, e- 
‘ flabliffies the nations,’ &c. I have confulted Hou- 
bigant, but he makes no alteration. 

Indeed we have need of divine teaching. Amidft 
the variety of opinions, which ever did, and per- 
haps ever will fubfift: in our imperfect ftate, he only 
who is the wonderful Counfellor, poflefles the un- 
erring clue.—-A letter from Dunfermline in Scot- 
land, received by the laft poft, and written by a 
ftranger, informs me,—that upon the do&rine of 
fanaification there is a ftandard-book; and this 
{landard-book, he adds, is Marlhall’s gofpel-myfte- 
ry.—Mr. Mofes Browne tells me, he is publiffiing 
a little piece of poetry, entitled Piercy Lodge, the 
Duke of Somerfct's feat, [wrote at the defire of the 
late Duke and Duchefs in the year 1749. Had they 

• A little pamphlet on the Marks aad Evidences of Faitk, 
vnrete by Mr. Cudworth of Norwich. 
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lived, poor Browne would have met with the en- 

(: couragement he deferves. They loved him, and 
■m fully intended to have ferved him]. When it makes 

its appearance, I will defire you to accept of a copy. 
I am, &c. 

■ 1 ■ ■ I I. I I. ■ II. ■ ■ ■■!■■■■■ II ■■■■—. 

LETTER CLI. 

Deary  
i ^ | > HIS letter will come to your hands, as the 

I bleffings of the everlalling gofpel are offered 
1 to our'fouls, without money and without price. 

Be under no concern about the report you men- 
Ition ; it gives me not one moment’s uneafinefs. 

We have a&ed, I truft, as faithful ftewards of our 
Mailer in heaven ; and if he approves, how very 
ijifignificant is the cenfure of men ! And what,— 
ah what is a little mifreprefentation, or a few lalh- 
es from tatling tongues, compared with thofe cruel 
mocking#, which our divine and dying Redeemer 
bore ! 

You are, I find, as I too often am, in poor 
Peter’s condition, when our Lord addreffed him, 
with that tender rebuke, ‘ O thou of little faith, 

1 « wherefore didlt thou doubt ?’—Wherefore indeed 
1 do we doubt ? Is he not an all-fufficient Saviour ? 
. Is not his death a complete atonement, fufficient to 

take away the fins of a whole world ?—Is not his 
: righteoufnefs a perfe£l righteoufnefs, aide to juftify 
: even the moll ungodly ?—Does not his Godhead 
1 impart an infinite dignity to both ? rendering them 

more powerful to fave, than millions, unnumbered 
millions of fins are to dellroy ? 

Is he not a willing Saviour ?—How willing wa« 
Jofeph to give the good of the land of Egypt to his 
aged father?—How willing was Jonathan, to fcreen 
his beloved David from Saul’s wrath ?—How will- 
ing is an indulgent parent, to deal out bread to his 

N n 3 
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hungry child ? Equally v/illing, abundantly more 
■willing, is Chrilt to give himfelf to our fouls, to 
reconcile us to his almighty Father, to fit us for his 
kingdom, and take us to his glory.—A parent does 
not chufe to die for his child:—Jonathan never fpilt 
his blood for David,—nor did Jofeph lay down his 
life for that good old man Jacob. But this, all this, 
the Lord Jefus Chrift freely undertook, freely un- 
derwent for us. What could he do more to afiure 
us of his love ?—Let us contemplate the ftory of 
his bitter, bitter paffion. Let us view him proftrate, 
in an agony of forrow, on the cold ground ; ex- 
tended, with racking torture, on the accurfed tree; 
laid, all pale and mangled with wounds, in the 
gloomy fepulchre. And lure we (hall have a ftrong- 
er proof of Chrift’s willingnefs to fave us, than the 
teftimony of ten thoufand minifters preaching on 
earth, or of ten thoufand angels fpeaking from 
heaven. 

Is he not a faithful Saviour ? Having loved his 
own, he loveth them even unto the end. As his 
eyes never (lumber, nor fleep, fo his care for his 
people is never intermitted ; he has written their 
names on the palms of his hands, and their eter- 
nal interefts are ever before him; he will never, 
never, never leave nor forfake them ; no, not in 
any circumftance, nor on any account. They are 
his peculiar treafure, and the ranfom of his own 
dear life ; they are the recompence for all his fuf- 
ferings, and are to be the jewels in his mediatorial 
crown; therefore they (hall never perilh, neither 
(hall any pluck them out of his hand.—Neither life, 
nor death, nor things prefent, nor things to come, 
{hall be able to feparate them from his love, from 
bis bofom, from his heart.— ‘ Happy art thou, O 
‘ Ifrael! who is like unto thee, O people faved by 
‘ the Lord ? who is the fiiield of thy help, and the 
< fword of thy excellency. The eternal God is thy 
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1 ‘ refuge, and underneath are the everlafting arms ; 

* furely then thou mayft dwell in fafety,’ Deut. 
xxxiii. 27, &c. 

Are w'e unworthy finners? We readily own it, 
and oh ! that we may deeply feel it ! But did not 

1 Chrift chufe to converfe with publicans and fin- 
: ners ? Did he not come to feek and to fave that 

which was loft P—The fame fpirit which aftuated 
1 him on earth, he retains now he is exalted into 
1 heaven; let not therefore our deplorable vilenefs be 
» our hinderance, but our incitement to apply to the 

ever-gracious Friend of finners.—Indeed, if we 
were not finners, we fhould not be proper obje£ts 
for the Saviour. ‘ They that are whole need not a 

1 ‘ phyfician, but they that are fick for fuch he 
made his foul an offering, and for fuch he brought 

i in everlafting righteoufnefs; he makes interceflion, 
1 not for the righteous, but for tranfgreffors ; and 

thofe that are afar off, in rebellion and apoftacy, 
are brought nigh;—nigh to God, and home to 

! heaven, by the blood of Chrift. 
May thefe confiderations fink into our hearts, 

: and be made the feed of a lively, growing, and 
i joyful faith!—And ‘ may the Lord direct’ us both 
t (as we both groan in this tabernacle, and are bur- 

thened) ‘ into the love of God, and the patient 
‘ waiting for ©f Jefus!’ when this languifliing, this 
corruptible body will ly down in peace, and reft in 
hope; and the foul, delivered from every conflift, 

1 cleanfed from every ftain, will be ever, for ever 
with the Lord.—Amen and amen, fays 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER CLII. 

My dear Friend, Wejlon-Favell, Dec. 15. 1755. 
I Return you my beft thanks, for fending me a 

copy of fo fmart and fenfible a letter, which 
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came to me very a-propos; and which I think is fo 
likely to do good in this deputations age, that I 
wilh it were printed in fome of the magazines and 
public papers.—I am much obliged to you for your 
kind caution againft my being drawn into a con- 
troverfy, particularly by the very warm and over- 
bearing Mr. , who is now grown impatient of 
the leaft contradittion, and far from being a defir- 
able companion or correfpondent. 

Controverfy is as much my averfion as it can be 
yours j for where that begins, religion too often 
ends; and I fliall not enter the lifts, I promife you, 
with any one, unlefs I am abfolutely neceflitated to 
it. But if I am compelled to appear in print on 
fuch an occafion, I ftiall endeavour to pay due re- 
gard to Solomon’s excellent advice, viz. ‘ A foft 
‘ anfwer turneth away wrath, but grievous words 
‘ ftir up anger,’ Prov. xv. 1.—Inftead of exafperat- 
ing my adverfary by cutting reprehenfions, I will, 
if poffible, conftrain him, by a candid and refpeft- 
ful treatment, to moderate his temper; and, by a 
coercive propriety of arguments, perfuade him to 
relinquifti fuch tenets, as I think erroneous. 

God grant that I may never behave with an in- 
decent refentment, how great foever may be the 
provocation of my gainfayers ; but that, in all my 
writings and converfations, I may avoid the hafty 
fpirit, left I injure my own peace of mind, and dif- 
grace my profeflion as a Chriftian and a minifter. 

It is a rule with me, always to fpeak well of the 
good qualities even of bad men, efpecially when 
others are cenfuring them with an unmerciful fe- 
verity;—and I could wifti, that every controver- 
fialift would learn fo much candour, as to put the 
bell conftru£Hon on his opponent’s book, and to 
embrace what was in general good in it, however 
he might doubt or cenfure fome particular opinions 
of the contending author. 
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To live peaceably with all men, is my earneft de- 

, fire and my daily prayer; and in order to do this, 
I am more and more convinced of the neceflity of 

a candour, humility, and a confcientious regard to 
1 the example of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
I I am, my dear friend, 

Affettionately and inviolably yours. * 

- A copy of the letter above mentioned, never before printed. 

Dear Sir, ’ ‘ 
I Have a ftrong and fettled averfion to all manner 

of difpute, in things that relate to a mefl'age of 
| perfeft peace and love. The kingdom of God is no 
1 more opinion, than it is meat and drink ;—and ar- 
; gumentation can have little to do where a new 
'' heart, and a right fpirit is the bufmefs or work to 
i be performed. • f - • 

If we prevail in our difputes, (though I believe 
there is not a fingle inltamce in which either of the 
antagonifts ever condefeended publicly to own him- 
felf in the wrong), our advef Airies then become baf- 
fled worldlings :—‘if they prevail, then they become 
worldlings triumphant.—When we deal much in 
difputes, we foil our fouls, and endanger the tem- 
per of meeknefs and love, which we are fo frequent- 
ly injoined to cultivate, and which are the very 
badge of Chriftianity. 

As for amicable difputes in religion, *tis as er- 
rant cant as an amicable fuit at law.—A difpute a- 
bout the facrament, as naturally removes the mind 
out of its ftate of perfeft charity, as a quarrel about 
a whore.—The fubjett alters nothing; ’tis the tem- 
per of mind wherewith we handle thefe matters, 
that defiles the man ; and ’tis morally impolfible to 
meddle to any purpofe, without having the mind 
difordered. 

St Paul was plainly of the fame opinion, when he 
• wrote thus to Timothy j ‘ If any man confent not 
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« to wholefome words, even the words of our Lord 
* Jefus Chrift, and to the dottrine which is accord- 
* ing to godlinefs, he is proud, knowing nothing, 
* but doting about queftions and ftrifes of words, 
‘ whereof cometh envy, ftrife, railings and furmi- 
* fes, perverfe difputings of men of corrupt minds, 
‘ and deftitute of the truth, fuppofing that gain is 
* godlinefs : from fuch withdraw thyfelf.’ x Tim. 
vi- 3*. 4, S' 

This is the conftant cafe of all the difputers in 
the gofpel itfelf.—The more they argued, the fur- 
ther they were always from the point; infomuch, 
that even thofe who are faid to believe on Chrift, at 
the beginning of the chapter of difpute, before the 
end of it take up ftones to caft at him. 

In ftiort, till a man be a Chriftian in fome mea- 
fure, he has neither ability, nor any right in na- 
ture to talk about it.—Tis more abfurd than a 
controv.erfy between a fifli and a fowl, about the 
beft and moft Commodious element to breathe in. 
. The peace and purity of our own minds, is of 
more value than of every other endowment.—For 
my own part, I had rather be able to bear patient- 
ly the nkk-name of fool or madman, than to 
become famous for all the wifdom and prudence 
which the. world knows how to ccmmend and e- 
fteem. 

In this poverty of fpirit, I would heartily entreat 
all my friends, earneftly to feek after that love and 
peace, which is only to be found in the face or fi- 
militude of our dear Mafter, the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
.—The want of this moft amiable and Chriftian dif- 
pofition in fome eminent profefiors, for 1 never ad. 
mired a rough and boifterous zeal, has often ftar- 
tled and chagrined him who is, dear Sir, yours very 
fincerely, Ik. W. 

' ' ri Y"; ' T 
P. S. We may talk what we will about religion, 

II 
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it is nothing lefs than a divine temper.—"What is 

ilfliort of this is prating about religion, and that’s 
all.—I meet with many dotlrinal Chriftians, who 

i are very daubs at chapter and verfe, and yet very 
1 bond-flaves to earth and felf.—Spiritual Chriftians 
r (which are the only true ones) are almoft as fcarcc 
nas phoenixes. 

L E T T E„ R CLIII. 

My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 
LET me exhort you to live as on the borders of 

eternity, and often to refleft where the late 
Tall from your horfe might have hurried you. E- 
ternity is at hand. ‘ He that cometh will come, and 
‘ will not tarry.’—Oh that your foul may profper; 
for without that, what are all the riches, pleafures, 

i and honours of this earth ! But it cannot profper, 
1 unlefs the world be under foot, and your afte&ion* 
1 fixed on Jefus. What befides him, my dear friend, 
i deferves a thought ? And how tenderly has he dealt 
with us, notwithftanding all our ingratitude and 

| provocations ? I can fay no more than I have faid 
: to you ; but I pity you, and I pray for you, that 
| you may conquer this fear of man.—I wifh you 
would every day, for the next month, read fome 

[ part of Profeffor Franck’s Nicodemus, or. The 
! fear of man. Dr. told me he had a great re- 
! gard for you, and wilhed you would fet your face 
as a flint; exert your lively talents to promote the 
gofpel, and confefs the Lord Jefus boldly before 
men on every proper occafion : and when they talk 
oblcenely, or take the Lord’s name in vain, you 
ought genteelly to reprove them, or leave the com- 
pany. This would be afting like a Chriftian !—But 
while you are thus filent, mealiy mouthed, ftand fo 
much upson your ipoiitenefs, and have fuch a fear of 
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being cenfured by wordly-minded people, you may 
take my word for it, you’ll do very little good, and 
be a ftranger to the comfort and peace, w o- 
thers, who Hick clofer to Chriif, daily experience; 
—that comfortable peace of God, which (as-Arch- 
bifhop Seeker finely obferves, page 132. of his Nine 
fermons) is, that fenfe of being in friendfhip with 
him, that feeling of comfort and joy flowing from 
him, which pafleth all underftanding; exceeds the 
conception of thofe who have not experienced it, 
apd will exceed hereafter the prefent conceptions of 
thofe who have. Adieu, my dear friend.—Think 
well on what the Archbilhop has fo pathetically de- 
Tcribed, and then meditate on this alarming text, 
and reconcile it with your own pufillanimous con- 
du<fr, which you mifcall prudence; { Whofoever 
‘ {hall be afiiamed of me and my words in this a- 
‘ dulterous and finful generation, of him alfo {hall 
* the Son of man be alhamed, when he cometh in 
‘ the glory of his Father with his holy angels,’ Mark 
viii. 38.—Once more adieu !—Remember that this 
is the declaration of the Lord who bought us with 
his blood, and fuffered the unknown agonies of 
crucifixion to fave you, and 

Yours very fincerely. 

P. S. When people come to vifit me, they expetfr 
to hear of Chrift; and few come to Wefton, but 
thofe to whom fuch difeourfe is agreeable; nor do 
I defire the company of any others. Talking of 
Chrift is my touchftone, to fee whether a perfon is 
worth my acquaintance.—If YOU was once to take 
this method, you’ll tell me, perhaps, that fuch and 
fuch a one will abufe you, and all the principal 
gentlemen will ridicule and foriake you.—And 
what then .?-*—You are much better without them. 
—In their ftead you will have the efteein and friend- 
fhip of tHofe who love our Lord Jefus in fincerity; 
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and Chrift himfelf will be in the midft, who has 
laid up for you, and all fuch as love his appearing, 
a crown of righteoufnefs.—Has this confideratiou 
no weight with my dear friend ? Don’t let me ap- 
ply to you what St. Paul fays of Demas to Timothy, 
chap. iv. io. ‘ Demas has forfaken me, having 
‘ loved this prefent world.’ Read the cxixth pfalm, 
and fee whether you and your worldly-wife compa- 
ny have the fpirit .of the pfalmift.—He, though a 
king, delighted to talk of God.—He not only talk- 
ed of him, obferve, but delighted to do itj and 
it was pain and grief * to him to forbear. 

LETTER CLIV. 

Dear Sir, Saturday Morning. 
IN reply to your queftion, « why fo many leam- 

“ ed and very clever men in all w’orldly affairs 
<£ fliould treat religion with fo much indifference, 
“ and remain unaffected by every argument that, can 
“ be urged to roufe them from fuch a ftate of delu- 
“ fion ? I fend you my opinion in a few words, viz. 
“ Becaufe they do not pray for the affiftance f of 
“ the Holy Spirit.—And I fend you an anfwer more 
“ at large, extracted from a book of the celebrated 
“ Dr. Bates, which I was lately reading, entitled, 
“The sovereign and final happiness of 
“ man, with the effectual means to obtain it J. 

“ The efficacious influence,” fays the Doctor, 
tc of the Holy fpirit, is requifite to change the will, 
“ that, with a free and full confent, our will 
“ may defire and profecute the fpiritual, eternal 
“ good.—Without this, the conviftion of the mind 
“ is not powerful enough to convert the foul from 

* See Pfal. xxxix. 3. 
■f See Clmft’s orvn worils. Luke xi. 13.—which the gene- 

rality of in nkin I difregard : no wonder then the wor’d fhould 
ly fo m ch in darknefs, and be thus dead to vital religion, 

t See Dr. B ites’s works, folio, p. 466 
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“ the love of the world, to chufe heaven.—There 
« may be an enlightned confeience, without a re- 

newed heart. Though the judgement aflents 
« that God is the fupreme good; yet rill the heart 
« be circumcifed, and the fenfuality of the affeftions 
« taken away, divine love (which direfts our life to 
« God as our blefled end) can never podefs it. 

“ If men had a fenlible and ftrong aflurance of 
« the eternal ftate hereafter; if all thofe who lived 
“ godly, in a vifible manner afeended with Elias to 
“ heaven ; and if all who continued in their fins 
“ vifibly deicended into hell (as Corah and his com- 
“ pany were fwallowed up alive by the earth before 
“ the Israelites); if men could hear the joyful ex- 
« ultations of the faints above, and their high prai- 
“ fes of God; then hear the defperate cries and 
« deep complaints of the damned; nay, if one, ac- 
“ cording to the defire of the rich man, was fent 
« from the doleful regions below, and with his fiery 
“ tongue fliould preach a fermon on thofe torments, 
« not deferibing them at a diftance, but by a fenfi- 
« ble demonftration in himfelf, yet this alone' 
« would not be fufficient to draw off men’s hearts 
“ from the deceitful and tranfitory happinefs of this 
« world, and to fallen them on the perfedl and eter- 
tt na! happinefs in the next. Indeed, they could 
“ not then indulge their vices fo fecurely*, but yet 
« they would be ftrangers to the life of God, fuch 
“ an inveterate alienation of heart is in men from 
“ real holinefs; for till the quickening Spirit of 
« God (by a directing perfuafive light, that repre- 
« fents the truth and goodnefs of fpiritual things) 
<( transforms the foul, and makes it fpiritual in its 
«volitions and affections, it is inwardly averfe 
“ from grace and glory. 

“ How earneftly therefore ought we all to pray, 
“ that this Holy Spirit may direCl our hearts to the, 
« love of God, and to the patient waiting for of 
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‘ Chriit Jefus, when he (hall come to be glorified 
‘ in his faithful fervants, and admired in all them 
‘ that believe !” 

In another place, Dr. Bates exprefles himfelf in 
ihefe very momentous terms: “ Worldly men, when. 

death is near, are not fo much affefted with the 
‘ lofs of the crown of glory, and the kingdom of 

i4 heaven, as with their leaving the prefent world, 
and its vanities.—This makes death intolerably 
bitter.—In fhort, till the love of God inflames 
and purifies the heart, the fruition of his glory 
is not efteemed nor defired.” 
Your queftion will be flill further anfwcred, by 
nfidering thoroughly two tracls, wrote by Pro- 
fssor Franck •, one of which is intitled, A ihort 
trodudlion to the practice of the Chriftiaii rdi- 
on ; and the other is entitled, N'.codemus, or, A 
eatife againfl the fear of man ; wherein the caufes 
d fad effects thereof are briefly defcribed, with 
me remedies againfl: it, dedicated to thd lionour- 
le fociety for reformation of manners. 
Andnowhavingmentioned Professor Franck, 

id his Treatife againfl: the fear of man, I cannot 
anclude without obferving, that I think him one 

‘ the moll eminent Chriftians, and molt extraor- 
ilnary men I ever heard of, as his Pietas Hallenfis, 
Ihich I read with admiration and deep humility, 

fficiently demonftrates ; and had I been a member 
the fociety for reformation of manners, when 

e dedication of his Nicodemus had been pre- 
ted to them, I fhould have made a motion to 

:ve had an hundred pounds expended in a proper 
rftribution of that mod important book, as there 

>n be no material reformation, till the fear of man 
aremoved ; and as nothing can be better calculated 
(extirpate fuch fear, and promote all the other 

adable ends of the fociety. 1 am, dear Sir, 
urs, &c. James Heryey. 

O o 2 
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P. S. The title of the book I recommended to 

your fon, pleafe to tell him, was Henry’s Pleafant-j 
nefs of a religious life. The author defigned it par- 
ticularly for young people; and, in my converfa- 
tion with them, I generally mention it. Indeed, I 
am the more folicitous of having it put into their 
hands, as they are too apt to look upon religion in a 
gloomy view, confidering it as deftrutlive of every 
enjoyment. 

LETTER CLV. 

JAy dear Friend, IVeJion-Favell, Feb. 22. 
THE three volumes of Theron and Afpafio deJ] 

fire you firft to accept them, then freely to a- 
nimadvert upon them; and above all, to implore 
the bleffing of God for them.—I think, when peo«f 
pie’s fentiments differ fo excelhvely as Mr. —’s and 
mine, it is beft to be at a diftance. O! may we all 
be kept clofe to our divine Head ; and, in a little 
time, that which is imperfect will be done awayj 
We fhall fee him as he is, and know as we arei 
knov/n.—I hope you profper in your health, tfnd; 
are bleffed in your minifterial labours. The book! 
you inquire after, which Mr. —faw in my ftudy- 
window at Weflon, and defcribed to you as a well- 
thumbed Lilliputian of two or three inches high, 
was written by one Mr. Bogatzky, a German; in, 
which language it palled nineteen editions, from' 
which it is now tranilated, and entitled, The golden 
treafury for the children of God, whofe treafure and 
hearts are in heaven j containing felett texts of the; 
Bible, with practical obfervations in profe and verfe.l 
for every day in the year.—It is pretty well thumb- 
ed, for there is rarely a day that pafl’es that I do not: 
make ufe of it; and particularly, when I am fo lan-f 
guid, as to be incapable of attending to my ufua'n 
itudies. The author very properly calls it a golde* 
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; ucafury for the children of God, who efteem the 
■4>A'ord of God more than gold, and much fine gold, 
e—and from which they may be daily fupplied with 
onroper advice and relief in all manner of fpiritual 
yneceflities, as thoufands have happily experienced 
ttdready. The verfes are elegant, and edifying on 
moft of the fubjefts ;—and it was his earneft defire 

bund prayer, that the Lord, in his infinite goodnefs, 
1 would pleafe to blefs his endeavours to the good of 
1 many fouls, and to the glory of his holy name.— 
iMr. Bogatzky obferves judicioully, that it is not to 
se expected, that a performance of this nature will 

I pit the tafte of thofe who unhappily miftake mere 
lamtward morality for true Chriltianity, and go no 
liurther than natural reafon and ftrength will carry 

1 (hem: but fuch as either have, or defire to have a 
1 real experience of the kingdom of God in their 
fouls, will find much in it to the awakening, com- 

) lorting, and encouraging their hearts in the right 
' way. 
tThat we may know, and ever continue in that 

ight way, is, my dear friend, the frequent and ar- 
ent prayer of 

Your alFeftionate brother in Chrift. 

a :  

LETTER CLVI. 

Dear Sir, Wednefday Mottling, 
HE grievance you complain of, is, like many' 

other grievances, irremediable; for, a'c'cord- 
ng to the old proverb, What is every one’s befi- 
aefs, is no one’s. It is the fame in nuntbetlefs'iri- 
lances.—How many turnpikes are erefled, where 

□the money taken will fcarce defray the'exp in'e • f 
iirhe gates; and where the roads neither are, rv 
*yer will be mended, and c.onfequcmly the; »r 
ilfances inftead of benefits ? yet our-n liiiitv d- 
Jinembers of parliament pais frequentL thrdugh fnehr 

O 0 3 
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turnpikes, complain of the grievance, but take no 
pains to redrefs it.—And even in an affair of the 
higheft confequence, how negligent is the commu- 
nity ? I mean, in the long-expe£led reformation of 
our liturgy; in which, excellent as it is upon the 
whole, there are fome paflages fo juftly * exception- 
able, that every Bifhop in the kingdom will tell you, 
he wifhes to have them expunged; and yet I know 
not for what political or timid reafons it continues 
juft as it did. Had our firft reformers been thus 
indolent, we ftill had been Papilts.—Our laws are 
daily complained of, and might moft certainly be a- 
bridged to the great benefit of the nation; this is 
allowed by every individual; but the parliament, 
you fee, will not exert themfdves in bringing this 
important affair to pafs. 

I have often wondered, that, in this age of huma- 
nity, (for fuch with all its faults it certainly is), 
while infirmaries are erecting in different parts of 
the kingdom, public bridges building, and large col- 
leftions making for charitable ufes, there fliould be 
no focieties eftabliihed for redrefling grievances To 
found fuch kind of focieties, would he truly laudable, 
and highly beneficial. May God, of his infinite 
goodnefs and unerring wifdom, jfijt it into the hearts 
of the a&ive, the benevolent, and the powerful, to 
fet in good earneft about the inftitution of focieties 
for the redreffing our grievances; fome for public, 
and other for private grievances.—Were fuch once 
eftablilhed, what a world of good might be done! 
Then the fatherlefs, the widow, and the injured, 
would have fubftantial friends always at hand, who 
would refcue them from their opprefibrs, by taking 
them under their own proteflion, and defending 
their caufe out of the fubfcription-fund.— From 

* Mr Hervey ufed to comp'a n, fiat the bapt Imal 'ervice, 
an 1 that f r the vilitation ot’ the Ikk, were very Ceiedive, 
«nd much wanted amendment. 
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Jithefe funds likewife, the expence of procuring ufe- 
Llul a<fls of parliament, or of getting ineffectual ones 
tamended or repealed, might be defrayed. 

I know you will be pleafed to hear that Mr. -—- 
:> has lately wrote very ferioufly to Mr. about his 
:>religious concerns, and preffed him itrongly, “ to 
|jw determine (as his expreffion was) and fet about 
rreligion in good earned.”—“ Pray, dear Sir,” 
hfaid he in one part of his letter, “ take care, and 
■1,1 do not hurry away life.—Give that affair a feri- 

ous thought; I am fure it is worth it.—I wifh 
«« you well, (forry am I to fay 1 think), better than 

perhaps you wifh yourfelf.—I fhould be glad to 
? “ be miftaken.—Would to God I could perfuade 
B “ you refolutely to fall in love with religion, and 

efpoufe its caufe with all your intereft, and with 
1 “ ail your might.—Was that once and thoroughly 
’ “ to be the cafe, what an inftrument might not you 
J “ be, in the hand of God, to roufe men from their 
»“ lethargy; to animate them, in the purfuit of their 
“ own eternal welfare ; and to encourage their zeal 
“ for that of others !—Oh Sir ! a? man with your 

|<‘ capacity, your fortune, your opportunities, what 
1 “ could there be too hard for him,—except him- 
1 “ felf!—By your irrefiftible arguments and fpirited 
^ “ behaviour, you knock down others on every oc- 
’ “ cafion, and carry almoft every point you under- 
p “ take ; why don’t you knock down yourfelf i*— 

Aude, fapere incipe. 

“ What confcience dictates to be done, 
“ Or warns you not to do, 

“ This, as your hell, with horror fliun, 
“ That, as your heav’n, purfue.” 

Pope’s twiverfal prayer. 

I In another part of his letter, he thus interroga- 
ted Mr. —“ Will not every wife man fre- 
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“ quently alk himfelf fome fuch queftions as thefe ? 
“ —Am I, or am I not, in the right road ?—Hovr 
“ long fhall I halt between two opinions ?—Is not 
“ to-day certain, and to-morrow uncertain ?—Am 
“ I alhamed of being religious ?—Have I courage 
“ to Hand it out againlt God, and not again!! the 
“ world ?—Do I take proper care of my children’s 
« religious principles ?—If I deftroy myfelf, fhall 
“ I deftroy my offspring too,—And eternally ?” 

Towards the conclufion he added, “ You have 
« recommended fevcral books to me, let me re- 
“ commend Rymer’s Reprefentation of revealed 
« religion to you ;—though, if I was to advife Mr. 
« , it fhould not be to read, but to de- 
« termine,—refolutely and unalterably to de- 
“ termine, to be a religious man.—You want no 
« inftru£Iions, and the time of life with you'is 
« gone a great v/ay.—Some people, I can tell you, 
“ fufpe£f you- for a Deift ; if you are fo, I then 
« afk, Do you aft devoutly on your own princi- 
«* pies ? do you pray to God daily ? This every 
« Deift will allow to be necdlary ; and, till you 
** have habituated your mind fo prayer, I lhall have- 

« little expeftatioris of doing you that important 
« fervice, which you muft be fenfible, by my writ- 
« ing this letter, I am very defirous of doing, as 
« far as in me lies.—The reft muft be left to a fu- 
« perior agency, I mean the operation of God’s 
« Holy Spirit on your heart.” 

No anfwer has yet been returned by Mr. to 
this letter. I believe he is puzzled how to aft. He 
cannot well pafs it by in fdence and, to give any- 
thing under his. hand on fo interefting a fubjeft as 
religion, will be, to a man of his turn, very ineli- 
gible. 

You fee by the papers, that our great wit is dead. 
—Is it not a little remarkable, that, fo long before 
his death, he fhould be deprived of his fenfes! — 
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}1 deprived of them at the very time he was about 
v writing a molt pernicious book, which, I am told, 
:he intended to have publilbed, with this ludicrous 
: title, viz. ‘ The memoirs of the Rev. Mr. Jephtha 

^ ‘ Quixote, Saint-Errant; the true and undoubted 
d'‘fon of the renowned Don Quixote, Knight-Er- 

1 ‘ rant; who inherits all his father’s virtues.’ The 
ti defign of which was to burlefque things facred, and 
>J to fet in a ridiculous light, feme of the moll exem- 
f] plary Chriltians, under the notion of faint-errantry. 
H —This would hive been a molt malicious piece of 
V wit; and being the production of fo celebrated a 
£ genius, would have fpread like wildfire, pregnant 
r with infinite mifehief; for, as Horace has jultly 

• Is remarked, 
?-   Ridiculum acri 

Fortius et melius magnas plerumque fecat res *. 
Her. Sat. X. lib. I. 

When yo’Tt reflect on this and other attempts to 
» difeourage good men, and to render religion con- 
I temptible in the eyes of worldlings, are you not apt 
t to fay with the pfalmilt, ‘ The Lord that dwelleth 

j ‘ in heaven Iball laugh them to fcorn f ?’ He, though 
jj unfeen, direCts the whole by his wife providence; 

turneth men’s hearts as feemeth good unto him; 
and in his hands are the appointments of life and 
death.—To his guidance, and to his protection, I 

! commend you, my dear Sir, and 
Yours very fincerely. 

LETTER CLVII. 

Dear Sir, JVeft on, 1756. 
IConfefs I am covetous, and, like covetous peo- 

ple, unreafonable; I was in hope of receiving 

* 1 h is tranflated by Mr. Francis, . 
“ For ridicule (bull frequently prevail, 
“ and cut the knot, when graver reaibns 

f Ffaliu. ii. 4. 
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another favonr from your pen, before I troubled 
you with a frefli felicitation.—But an affair has late- 
ly happened, or rather a project has ftarted in my 
mind, which I will lay before you.—On Sunday laft 
a neighbouring clergyman fent me for my perufal, 
a fermon preached by Dr. T , before the houfe 
of Commons, on the late * public fad. When I 
perufed it, and faw not a fingle mention of Chrift, 
nor a Tingle hint of an evangelical nature, I was 
furprifed and grieved : and fo much the more, as 
it was preached by one of the mod celebrated di- 
vines in the kingdom, and before the whole king- 
dom conveened in their reprefentatives. I thought 
it was a pity, that fuch a notorious flight, put upon 
our glorious Redeemer, fhould pafs without ani- 
madverfions. I could not forbear wifhing, that the 
Lord would enable me, even me (the lead and 
weaked in my heavenly father’s houfe) to bear my 
tedimony for Jefus who was crucified. I therefore 
conceived fome thoughts of publilhing a fermon 
preached at Wedon, upon a fubjeft fome what fi- 
milar to his; for though mine is defignedly plain, 
and deditute of the polite Do£tor’s embellifhments, 
yet it has more of Chrid and his gofpel. I alio ap- 
prehended, if to this were prefixed or fubjoined 
fome remarks upon the Doctor’s performance, it 
might not be unfeafonable, nor unprofitable.—Now, 
my dear friend, if you approve the defign, would 
you draw up fome remarks upon the Doftor’s dif- 
courfe, while I am endeavouring to retrieve my fer- 
mon, from a few hints, which I happened on that 
occafion to put down in fhort hand ? I will own to 
you, my heart almod trembles at the profpe£t of 
appearing in print againd fo eminent a man. And 
if you do not think it proper to be my helper and 
abettor, I mud drop the defign. May the Lord Je- 
fus, whofe honour is concerned, whofe blood and 

* The public fail in February, 17,56. 
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^righteoufnefs, whofe Spirit and grace have been dif- 
1 regarded, and treated as cyphers; may he direft your 

determination, fruftify your invention, give you all 
knowledge and all utterance! What think you of 
this method of proceeding ?—Making remarks up- 
on the unevangelical palfages;—pointing out the 
places where an opportunity offered of enlarging 
upon gofpel-topics ;—exemplifying this gofpel-man- 
ner, and fire wing that it would be no prejudice,' 

Abut give infinite weight and force to the argument. 
tfBut I leave all to the bleffed God, and my dear 
ifriend.—Your Jaft, I think, is a moft mafterly 
lipiece of controverfy, for which I am your debtor. 
1'May you now be enabled to outdo yourfelf. The 
.fubjeil and the occafion are of the laft importance : 
jrf you are inclined to exert yourfelf, pray let it be 
in the courtly manner. Your laft pen was dipt in 
vinegar, let this be dipt in oil. 

My fermon was on that text, Ezek. xviii. 27. I 
^fhall wait, with inceffant prayer to him, whofe 
name is Wonderful, Counsellor, till I re- 
ceive your anfwer; and am moft affectionately 

flyours, &c. 

LETTER CLVIII. 

Air. Hcrvey’s friend, on confidering the propofol in the 
preceeding letter, ’wrote the following, and addrejfed 
it to Dr. D , the preacher of the fajl-fermon in 
1756, on Jer. xviii. 7, 8.—It is here printed, as 
the obfervations therein contained may poffibly be in 

1 fame meafure prodttBive of the good which Air. Her- 
vey ihtended by fuch like remarks *. 

Reverend Sir, 
Ome time ago was put into my hands a fermon 
of yours on Jer. xviii. 7, 8. preached before 

Sec preface to the letters, vol. V. page 214 and 315. 
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the Honourable houfe of Commons, on the day of 
the late public faft ; wherein I thought I law fome 
very material omilfions and miftakes, which I fear- 
ed might hinder the fuccefs of your ingenious per- 
formancey and therefore, as I would neither have i 
you to labour in vain, nor the bell ufe of fuch a- ! 

larming calls of divine providence neglefted, I could ' 
not but give you the trouble of a letter upon this I 
occafion. 

Nothing can be more proper, at fuch feafons, 
than ferious difeourfes upon repentance and refor- 
mation. Times of afflhflion are molt likely to be 
times of refledlion; and when it pleafes the Moll 
High thus to open the heart, it is then the time for 
his fervants to fow the good feed of his word. To 
prepare men for this, God’s judgements fly fwift as 
the light. To prepare men for this, he hews by 
his prophets, and flays by the word of his mouth: 
and happy, eternally happy, are thofe who are in- 
fluenced thereby, to return from their evil ways, 
and to make their ways and their doings good: for 
thus runs the divine promife:—‘ At what inftant I 
* fhall fpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a 
‘ kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 
« deftroy; if that nation againft whom I have pro- 
* nounced this, turn from their evil, I will -repent 
‘ of the evil that I thought to do unto them,’ Jer. 
xviii. 7, 8. 

Such is God’s gracious declaration, which no 
gofpel-minifter can read, but it mull remind him 
of two things. Firft, that this promife is made in 
Chrifl: Jefus, and therefore can belong to none but 
thofe who forfake their fins, and return unto God 
by him. Then, this return from evil mult be ac- 
compliflred through the grace and Spirit of Chrift. 
And, 

Firft, The mention of this, and every other pro- 
mife in the book of God, mull remind the gofpel- 
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ihinifter that it is made in Chrift Jefus. St. Paul 
bath affured us, that ‘ all the promifes of God in 
iihim are yea’ (made), ( and in him amen’ (confirm- 
id); and if all the promifes of God are made and 
confirmed in him, then this, as one, mud be made 
11 him. The Redeemer himfelf has informed us, 
ij—that ‘ he is the way, and the truth, and the life,’ 
!md that ‘ no man can come unto the Father but by 
rim.’—But to turn from evil, and to come unto the 
b'ather, are terms of the fame import. Befides, we 
onow that it is only through Jefus Chrift that we 
Iave peace with God, and that it is only through 

:fus Chrift that God has reconciled the world to 
imfelf. Can two then walk together except they 
re agreed ? Can God Iheathe the fword of his juf- 
tce before he is reconciled to us ? If not, how can 
e repent of the evil that he thought to do unto 
s ? And if he repents not of the evil which he 

idrought to do unto us, where is our intereft in the 
romife? But what need of any more words, 

rivhen it is moft evident, that it is the Son of God 
ihho here fpeaks by the prophet ? The fame perfon 
o-romifes mercy, wdio had threatened to deftroy 
ivith the fevereft judgements: now we know that 
the Father judges no man, but has committed all 

! judgement to the Son ; that all men fhould hon- 
our the Son, as they honour the Father.’ It is 
ery plain then, that all who return from evil, muft 

return by Chrift; they muft return with his price 
In their hands, and his robe upon their backs; and 
alien, and not till then, they are fafe, fafe for time 
.nd eternity. 

Again, when the gofpel-minifter reads this gra- 
cious promife, he will remember that fuch a return- 

!;ng from evil muft be accomplifhed through the 
;race and Spirit of Chrift. How can we, who are 
lot fufficient of ourfelves, to think a good thought 

1 is of ourfelves, think of returning to God and holi- 

P P 
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nefs? Can the captive, who is in love with his chains, 
long for liberty ? Can the (inner, who is fond of his 
fins, defire to relinquifh them ? No; it is as poffible ■ 
for the Ethiopian to change his Ikin, or the leopard, 
his fpots, as for us, who are accuftomed to do evil, 
to learn to do well. Nay, far more poflible; for to 
accomplifh this, they need only to change their hue; 
but before we can attain to holinefs, we mull change 
our nature: we mud ‘ make ourfelves a new heart 
‘and a new fpirit,’ (Ezek. xviii. 31.); we mult 
quit the grave, and arife from the dead, and who 
is fufficient for thefe things ? Therefore the Matter 
fays,—‘ No man can come unto me, except the 
‘ Father, which has fent me, draw him.’—And a-* 
gain,—‘ Ye have not chofen me, but I have chofen 
‘ you, and have ordained you to bring forth fruit,. 
‘ and that your fruit fliould remain.—For without' 
‘ me ye can do nothing.’—And his apoftles aflert, 
—that ‘ by grace we are faved through faith, and' 
‘ that not of ourfelves, it is the gift of God:’ that 
every grace is the fruit of his Spirit, of whofe ful- . 
nefs we have received, and grace for grace: and 
that ‘ we are created anew unto good works, whicft 
‘ God had before ordained, that we fhould walk 
* in them.’ 

Now, Sir, are thefe the true fayings of God?' 
are thefe the very words of our Lord, and his a- ! 
pottles?—Then undoubtedly, to refufe them, is to 
refufe him who fpcaks from heaven : and if fo, how- 
comes it to pafs, that you have unhappily forgot to 
take notice of thefe things upon this folemn cccafion? 
God promifes fecurity to all who forfake their fins, 
and return unto him in Jefus Chrift, and yet Jefus 
Chrift is never mentioned in your fermon. With- 
out divine grace, and the fanftifying operations of 
the Holy Spirit, we can do nothing; and yet there 
we hear nothing of divine grace, or the Holy Spi- 
rit. Joab, ready to take Rabbah, the royal city of 

1 
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he Ammonites, fo ordered the campaign, that his 
nailer David might have the honour of the vic- 
ory: but here is a Chriftian miniftcr, who attacks 

;t citadel of human corruption, and never fo much 
jis once thinks of Chriit, through whom he muil 

nquer. Here is a Chriftian minifter, who, leav- 
ng the lively oracles, undertakes fpiritual wicked- 
efles with the carnal weapons of a Tully and De- 

jnofthenes. Miftake me not, I fpeak not againft 
nratory as fuch; but if a Roman or a Greek phi- 
Bofopher, who had never heard of Chrift, can fay 
as much againft the vices of the age, as you can, 

{who have from your infancy been educated in the 
Oiriftian religion -, what fay you more than others ? 
'is not this too much to flight that bleeding dying 
uLamb of God, whb alone can take away the fin of 
jjthe world ? 

But the flight put upon our Mafter’s words is not 
Jail; your not taking notice of thefe things, has 
r anhappily led you into miftakes that are utterly in- 
otonfiftent with his undertaking.—You call upon us, 

: “ by every a£l of humiliation and repentance, to 
ip deferve the protection of heaven j” and through- 
• nut your whole difeourfe you labour hard to fix our 
nhopes upon this bafis, and our after obedience. 
.But can the fincereft repentance, or the deepeft hu- 
Cmiliation, deferve the favour of God, and the re- 
imittance of puniihment ? If fo, then fallen Adam 
•might have broken in pieces thq, chains of eternal 
odeaih, in which he was holden : and then, v/hat 
{meed of fhedding the blood of the promifed feed ? 
'what need of fuch a facrifice to appeafe God, if he 
,was already appealed, or could be appealed by the 
arelentings of man ? Briefly, if the death of Chrift 
ji\mps neceflary to purchafe eternal redemption for 
•ms, then our repentance and humiliation can never 
. deferve the divine favour. 
I Nor can our after obedience procare fuch prp- 

P p 5 
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is a debt continually 

450 A COLLECT 
teftion. Perfect obedience 
due from every creature as fuch; and the payment 
of a debt due now, can never be a compenfation 
for the non-payment of arrears : nor can the moft 
exa£t payment of what is due from one’s felf, be 
efteemed the leait part of payment of what is due 
from another; and therefore, where the debt is o- 
bedience, as all creatures are bound to obey at all 
times, none but a God can pay off the fcore of any 
one delinquent. This is a tremendous confidera- 
tion, even fuppofing true repentance, and a tho- 
rough reformation, were wholly in our own power : 
but when, as finners, we are entirely ‘ without' 
ftrength,’ Rom. v. 6, 8.; when (as I have already 
obferved) thefe gifts are perfeftly dependent upon 
grace, and the good Spirit of God; furely, to talk 
of deferving the favour of heaven by them, mult 
be extremely abfurd. Nor is it only extremely ab- 
furd, but extremely dangerous ; as it places the. 
merit of works higher than ever the Papifts placed 
it, and is utterly inconfiftent with the humble ge- 
nius of the Proteftant religion. 

But your neglect of taking proper notice of thefe 
things, not only leads you to difregard the exprefs 
fayings of our Lord, and to nullify his work, but 
to heal, the wounds of the daughter of God’s peo-| 
pie flightly. You complain of our “ profanenefs g 
“ and immorality; of our profligacy and unjult op- 
“ pofition to lawful authority; of our difregard to 
“ decency and good manners, as well as to the laws 
“ of our country ; of that unlawful purfuit of plea- 
“ fure, that luxury and extravagance, which in- 
“ fenfibly preys upon the conftitution, debafes the 
“ fenfe, and corrupts the morals of our people.”— 
And thefe are evils that you ought to complain of; 
they are the fure figns of a declining confumptivc 
ftate, and can never be enough lamented. But 
then, you never touch upon that root of bitternefs 
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[which bears this gall and wormwood: you fay no- 
rthing of our unbelief, which keeps us at a diltance 
)ifrom God, from whom we mult receive every good 

and perfect gift: you fay nothing of faith, without 
Irwhich it is impolhble to pleafe him, to turn from 
ievil, or return to him. Nor do you take the lealt 
(Jnotice of our enmity to the blejftd Jefus, and his ho- 
!dy gofpel; of that pronenefs to rebellion and naughti- 
I'anefs of heart, from whence proceeds every evil 
a:thought, and word, and work. Thefe things you 
jiDught to have remembred, and not to have forgot- 
'ten the other. 4 

Had you remarked upon thefe evils, in the moral 
aView you have taken of our national vices, it would 

naturally have led you to point out fuitable reme- 
aidies. You muft then have perfuaded us to labour 
hfter an union with Chrift, the fountain of grace, 
vby aith; and this radical union with him would 
'(.have produced a moral union, and have transform- 
bed us into his likenefs: where faith had been im- 
:: planted, love would have flowed; and where love 
fchad flowed, there rnult have been ready and cheer- 
iiful obedience'; for the end of the commandment is 
tcharity, out of a pure heart, and faith unfeigned. 

But without thefe gracious habits internally wrought, 
bwhat will alt the outward reformation in the world 
tdo for us ? Have you not read of the Pharifees? 
iidid not thefe people keep clean the otitfide of the 
tbup and the platter? Far from being guilty of any 
tfcandalous immorality, they prayed in the {beets, 
Simade broad their phylaclebes, failed twice a-weck, 
■rand gave tythes of all that they poflelled : yet w^ere 
.their inward parts fo filthy, that they finally be- 
ilcame obnoxious to a judgement ten thoufand timds 
itworie than what has befallen the unhappy inhabi- 

tittants of Lilbon. Let us not deceive ourfelves : nei- 
ther outward reformation, nor outward morality 
Hare fufficient; neither outward profeificns, not 

P P 3 
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outward duties will make a man a Chriftian. The 
King’s daughter is all glorious within, as well as 
without; and if we belong to the Redeemer, wc 
muft be fan£tified by him both in foul and body, 
and fpirit. 

If you would reform the world, preach the 
gospel. The gofpel contains the only motives, 
that can polhbly prevail upon any to embrace it. 
People may talk of the amiablenefs of the divine • 
Being, and the charms of virtue, thereby to allure 
us to return to the one, and to embrace the other; 
but without a true faith in the promifes of pardon 
and acceptance, true repentance can never be at- 
tained ; and a free and gracious pardon and accep- 
tance is no where promifed, but in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. The goodnefs of God freely offering pardon 
and peace, muft lead us back to him, or we ap- 
proach him no more. Earthquakes, famine, pefti- 
lence, or any other evils, have their ufe only as j 
they difeover to us our prefent condition, and great- ; 
ly enhance the offered kindnefs: but we love God, 
becaufc he firlt loved us ; we love Jefus Chrift, be- 
caufe he obeyed and died for us ; and his great love 
thus manifelled, does not urge, but conftrain us to 
love him again; ‘ becaufe we thus judge, that if 
‘ one died»for all, then were all dead ; and he died : 

* for all, that they which live, fhould not hence-^ 
‘ fofth live unto themfelves, but unto him wdiich i 
‘ died for\hem, and rofe again.’ Thefe are ‘ the 
« cords of a man, and the bands of love,’ where- 
with w'e are drawn to our heavenly Father. ‘ Here- i 
« in is love, not that we loved God, but that he 1 
« loved us, and fent his Son to be the propitiation 
‘ for our fins;’ and if God fo ‘loved us, furely w'e 1 

ought to love him again, and to teftify our love by 1 

a fuitable obedience. When no creature (as I have • 
linked) could furnifh a righteoufnefs that might be 
imputed to us, wdio can but Hand amazed,, that the 
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Js'Father (hould fend his only begotten Son to obey 
bin our ftead ? When no creature could bear the 
iwrath of an offended God, and by dying overcome 

death, who can but ftand amazed, that the Son of 
God {hould be fent to fuffer and to’ die, that we 
might live through him ?—Who can but Hand a- 

ai mazed, that the Son of God {hould take our nature 
qiupon himfelf, that he might thus obey and die for 
3i us ? How can we behold him thus dying for us, and 
01 not die to that fin for which he died ! When love 
(i fo unprecedented fpeaks fo loud, who can but hear, 
ni and wonder, and return to the Lord ? 

What I have faid, I think, plainly {hews, that 
your difcourfe might have been far more evangeli- 

sft cal •, and as plainly {hews, what fuperior motives to 
3T repentance and reformation would have occurred, 
if if it had been fo. So that, humbly recommending 
m my remarks to your ferious confideration, I might 
Jjj here have concluded my letter: but as you allow, 
il that the late earthquakes “ have hitherto been the 
11 “ merciful warnings of a kind and good providence, 
fj “ to difpofe us to hear the rod; and to confider, 

“ with that awe which becomes us, the hand w'hich 
T “ hath appointed it—a few eclairciffements upon 
:o one of the leffons which you have advanced under 
J that head become abfolutely neceffary, left, by mif- 
I taking the cafe, we ftiould lofe the benefit of our 
1 neighbours’ affliAions. 

You recommend upon this occafion,—“ our 
“ guarding ourfelves againft any hard cenfures, 

r “ which a reflection upon thefe extraordinary cala- 
H “ mities encourages in minds too readily difpofed 
J “ to judge with feverity,” and conclude, “ that it 
* “ is certain that we have no right to determine what 
1 “ are the particular intentions of providence in this 
* “ difpenfation.”—But certainly we have a right to 
), .determine, that fuch punifhments are infli£ted be- 
1 caufe of fin : elfe how do they (in your own words) 
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*l fpeak to us the language of the divine difplea- j 
“ fure ?” elfe how can they be confidered as pun- J; 
ilhments to corre£t fome, and to warn others ? elfe j 
how can they be confidered as the louder calls of j 
anger; or of what ufe to bring us home to our- I 
felves ? This you muft grant, or you pull down all j 
that you have before built, and make yourfelf a | 
trefpafler. I allow, that we have no right to con- I 
elude thefe unhappy people to be greater finner* | 
than ourfelves, becaufe of their greater fufferings. ] 
This would lead us pharifaically to cajole ourfelves , 
in our iniquities, rather than to take warning by o- ] 
thers ; yet we are allowed to look upon them as ve- j 
ry great offenders. Our Saviour does not reprove 
his difciples, for thinking thofe Galileans, whofe . 
blood * Pilate had mingled with their facrifices, to 
be very great finners; but for thinking them to be 
greater finners than themfelves, which is indeed a 
temper of mind utterly inconfiftent with true re- 
pentance. 

We are allowed then to fuppofe the Portuguefe 
to be great finners, and that the Lifbon earthquake 
was a punifhment inilicTed for fin; and if we can 
difeover any thing in their conducT, that might tend 
to bring down this divine judgement upon them, it 
will be our wifdom to take warning by it, and 
carefully to avoid it as a fatal fnare: and furely Wfc 
jnay fee fome things in them, which God has, in 
all ages, punifhed with the moft feverc chaftife- 
jnent. As, 

Fir/t, Idolatry. It is impoffible but that you, Sir, 
muft have heard of the ftupid profanenefs and ido- 
latry of thefe people; of their mock procdlions, 
and barbarous mimicry of their Redeemer’s fuffer- 
ings, fuch as was a fcandal to human nature, and 
fuch as never tarniflied the moft profane rites df 
Jleathenifm. Such fopperies, this horrible punifli- 

* See Luke xiii. a. 
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acment fhould caution us carefully to avoid; and to 
afiavoid every means that would lead us into them, 

ilt fliould make us carefully abide by the gofpel of 
I‘Chrift, which is the power of God to falvation to 
mevery one that believes; and wherein is revealed the 
< irighteoufnefs of God from faith to faith. -It fhould 
STmake us careful to live up to it, left, for neglefting 
«jfo great falvation, God fhould give us up to ftrong 

ijdelufions to believe fuch lies, and to worfhip and 
Jferve the creature more than the Creator, who is 

blefled for ever. 
Secondly, Perfecution. We. all know, that at 

ILifbon the barbarous inquifition reigned in all its 
Ofhorrors, and that thoufands have there fallen a fa- 
1 crifice to it, whofe blood has long cried aloud for 
i»vengeance ; and we know, that perfecutors have 
'&been moft feverely punifhed in all ages; fo that, 
«taught by this dreadful judgement, we fhould care- 
iifully avoid 'this crime; a crime of fo deep a dye, 
xlthat in its higheft ftage, when it ftrikes at the truth 
t;as fuch, it becomes irremiftible, and can never be 
oforgiven either in this world, or in that which is to 
Icome. I allow, that thefe people are connefted to 
Sus by every tie but that of religion ; but this of it- 

felf conftitutes fo vaft a difference, that whenever 
”we are difpofed to fpeak moft favourably of their 

failings, and attribute them to the prejudices of e- 
ducation, or the weaknefs of human judgement, we 
fhould ftill remember, that we are Proteftants, and 
they were Papifts : and indeed, to us, as Prote- 

iftants and Chriftians, there is fomething in this di- 
vine judgement fo very remarkable, that, if rightly 
confidered, it may greatly confirm us in both. 

As Proteftants, we all look for the deftruttion 
of Antichrift and his kingdom; and here we be- 
hold a city whofe unequalled trade, in gold, and 
filver, and precious ftones, was a proper type of 
that fpiritual merchandife fo many hundred years 
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vended by her mother Rome ; like whom, flie wal 
built upon feven hills; like whom, as a moft obe- 
dient daughter, (lie was a nelt of idolaters and per- 
fecutors! And as {he was fo like her mother in 
every thing, we have all the reafon in the world to 
think, that Rome, like Lifbon, {hall one day be pu- 
nched. Moll remarkable it is, that on the day 
which {he had abufed to rob the eternal God of his 
honour, and to give it to the whole holl of heaven j 
on the day which {he had abufed in {bedding the 
blood of thoufands; on that very day God came 
down to hold his auto de fe, and her own blood 
was required. Thus, when her mother Rome {hall' 
fay, ‘ I fit as a queen, and am no widow, and ihall 
« fee no forrow j in that very day fhali her plagues 
' come, death, and mourning, and famine, and fhe 
* {hall be utterly burnt with fire, for ftrong is the 
‘ Lord God who judges her.’ 

As Chriftians, we all look and wait for the co- 
ming of our Lord unto judgement, and therefore 
fhould pay a fpecial regard to every token of his 
apprdach. He himfelf has told us, that, before his 
coming, ‘ there {hall be figns in the fun, and in the 
‘ moon, and in the liars, and upon the earth, dif- 
« trefs of nations with perplexity, the fea and the 
* waves roaring, men’s hearts failing them for fear, 
* and for looking after thofe things which are com- 
« ing upon the earth ; for the powers of heaven 
* {hall be firaken.’ When therefore we fee any fuch 
things come to pafs, we ftiould lift up our heads, 
for our redemption draws nigh. Nor need We to 
fear, if ChrHl dwells in our hearts by faith •, if we 
are rooted and grounded in love, though the hea- 
vens and the earth fly away, and their place be 
found no more •, for the Lord of hofts is with us, 
and Jefus Chrift is our refuge. In whom I am, 

Reverend Sir, 
Your fmcere wcllwiflier, &c. 
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LETTER CLDL 

Dear and Reverend Sir, 
CT'OU need no apology for delaying your anfwer 
IX to my letter. You have a precedent to plead, 
>hich muft, if not fatisfy, yet ftrike me dumb : 
ut I propofe, if the Lord aflift, to be more punc- 
ual for the future, in acknowledging the favours I 
:eceive from my valuable and valued correfpon- 
lents; among whom I (hall always reckon Mr. . 

I am much obliged for your very juft and very 
qmportant remarks. They give me fuch an idea 01 
uour knowledge in the things of Chrift, and your 
icquaintance with experimental religion, that I muft 
eg leave to lay before you the plan which I have 
fetched out for my treatife on gofpel-holinefs; with 
n earneft requeft, that you will rigoroufly examine 
■, and freely pafs your judgement upon it; fuggeft- 
ag, wherever it is improper, the means of reftify- 
pg it; wherever it is defe&ive, a method for com-. 

} ileting it. 

The PLAN. 

Pleafure and happinefs of Chrift's religion.—We 
uft partake of the comforts of the gofpel, before 

|/e can be fitted to praftife the duties of the law.— 
heron, opprefted with fears, on account of his nu- 

nerous fins; difcouraged with doubts, on account 
[f his imperfe£l obedience; the cordials of the gof- 
el are re-adminiftered, with feme additional fpirit 

md ftrength.—Holinefs, gofpel-holinefs, its nature, 
'deceflity, excellency.—'The endowments neceflary 
tj3 fit us for the practice of holinefs; a perfuafion 
f our reconciliation to God, the hope of everlaft- 

{»g happinefs, and an aftured expeGation of grace 
ifticient for us.—The grand efficient of holinefs, 
lie blefibd Spirit; the principal hiftrument, faith. 
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This renews the difpute concerning the aflurance of 
faith. Objeftions to it dated, difcufled, anlwered. 
—Holinefs more particularly delineated in its feve- 
ral branches, and deduced from, or founded upon 
evangelical principles ; fuch as, ‘ I befeech you by 
‘ the mercies of God : Ye are bought with a price *, 
* Ye are the temples of the living God: God hath 
‘ forgiven you,’ &c.—All thefe privileges, though 
not hereditary, yet indefeafible ; or the final perfe- 
verance of believers. This eminently conducive to 
holinefs.—The fcriptures, prayer, Lord’s fupper, 
when mixed with faith, are effectual means of ho- 
linefs.—Our friends part, and renew their epiftolary 
correfpondence. Theron, defirous to glorify the 
God of his falvation, aflcs advice'concerning the 
bed method of family-worfhip, educating children, 
indrufHng fervants, and edifying his acquaintance. 
—On each of thefe particulars Afpafio fatisfies his 
inquiry; enlarges on the fubjeft of education, ef- 
pecially the education of daughters, as that feems 
to be mod negle&ed, or the proper manner of con- 
ducing it lead underdood.—Letter on the covenant 
of grace; comprifing the fubdance, and being a 
kind of recapitulation of the preceeding volumes. 
—Letter on the way of living hy faith in the Son of 
God, or the <way of reducing all the gofpel-doElrines t» 
fuitable praBice.—Afpafio feized with a fudden and 
fatal illnefs. His fentiments and behaviour in his 
lad moments. 

This, dear Sir, is my rough draught. Apply 
the compafles and plummet: examine it with your 
rule and line. Improve my plan ; alfid me, with 
your advice and prayers, to execute the work; and 
may the great Mader-builder enable me to bring 
forth the top-done, for the honour of his holy 
name, and for the edification of his chofen people. 
•—I am, dear Sir, with unfeigned afreCion, your 
brother in Chrid. 
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^ N. B. As Fir. Hervey did not live to finifh his 
!)lan, and as he was himfelf apprchenfive that he 
hould not, he defired, in his preface to Marfhall on 
Janclifkation, that Marlhali might be confidered as 

|l. fupplement to Theron and Afpafio, and as a kind 
|f fubftitute for what he intended to write on the 
feme fubjeff, according to the plan here propofed. 
B—His words are, “ I do by thefe prefents depute 
r Mr. Marlhall to fupply my lack of fervice.”—See 
slecommendatory Letter, at the end of vol. IV. 

LETTER CLX. 

My dear Friend, Feb. 12. 
Will take a hundred of Jenk’s Every man’s rea- 
dy companion ; for my mind is not altered, fince 

promifed this,—nor my chp.rity-purfe drained.— 
is a ufeful book to give away. 
I am glad Jenk’s Meditations fell, and I hope, 

tie Lord will make them a blefling to. the reader: 
is a pity they cannot be comprized in lefs than two 
flumes o£Iavo. 
Does Mr. want amufement ? Let him take 

jfour friend Dr. Young’s advice: 

Retire, and read his Bible to be gay. 

Does Mrs. want it ? You fhould teach her 
delight in God, and to rejoice in Chrift Jefus. 
certain gentlewoman in Miles’s-Lane, whom you 

: ice reproved, has been taught to find her confola- 
m, not in the entertainments of the ftage, but in 
e affured hopes of heaven. 
Have you given fo and fo to the poor ? Aik your 
art, whether you gave out of love to your dying 
viour ? Was this the motive? It would then be 
iverfally influential; and you would think you 
uld never do enough for his honour. 
If an earthquake Ihould happen, alk Mr. , 
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(that advocate for the theatre,) if he would like to 
be found in the play-houfe, and go from the boxes, 
or pit, to the great tribunal ? Indeed, indeed the 
ftage # is indefenfible. 

Thanks for delivering, my meflage. I wifh you a 
fafe return, and the continual guidance of heaven. 

Yours mofi. cordially, 
My MelTenger Waits, 

pardon hafte. James Hervev. 

LETTER CLXI. 

Madam, 
I Am pleafed not a little, to hear a lady of your 

fine fenfe and blooming years, declare, That 
an inquiry relating to evevlalting falvation, “ has ta- 

ken up much of her thoughts.'’ Let me entreat 
you to go on, and imitate that excellent woman, 
whofe panegyric is uttered by wifdom and truth it- 
felf; ‘ Mary hath chofen that better part, which 
‘ {hall not be taken from her.’ 

You inquire, “ Whether the eleft of God have 
<£ not an inward afiurance, that they fliall be fa- ; 
“ ved !”—Your cafuift takes leaveWo anfwer thei 
queltion, by afking another. Why fhould not you 
and I, Madam, have this affurance ?—Is it not a 
bleffing intended for Chriftians in general ? £ We 
‘ know,’ fays the apoftle, ‘ that we are paffed fron\ 

* See L^w’s abfolute ‘ Unlawfulnefs of (he Stage fully de,- 
c monflraied.’—And likewife Wotherfpoon’s 1 Serious inquiry 
4 into the natur? arc! eftefts of (he Stage,;’ being nn attempt 
to fliew, that con'ributing to the fuppo -t of a public theatre, 
is inconfiftent with the chararter of a Chriftian.—This was 
reckoned bv Mr Het vey the molt nnfterly piece ever printed 
OH the fnbject.—!T vas wrote by the f ane gentleman who pub- 
liilied the valuable 1 Effi y on the conneftion between the doc- 
‘ trine of junification and the imputed ligJiteonfnets of Jefos 
‘ Chrilt, and holinef of life.’—H wrote likewife ‘ The Cha- 
‘ railteriftics,’ which have been mu It admired for the keenjicli 
of the fa’ire and livelinefs of the diftioa. 
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‘ death unto life.’ He fays not, I and fotne emi- 

iment faints,—but, we ; including thofe believers to 
!whom he wrote, tliofe among whom he preached, 

and all thofe who hereafter fhould believe through 
his word. 

Is not this a mod defirable knowledge ? On the 
other hand, can any thing be more aff.i&ing, than a 
date of fufpenfe with regard to this all-important 

laffalr ? To be in fufpenfe whether my final lot will 
hfall in the regions of endlefs mifery, or the manfions 
iiof eternal glory !—Infupportable !—Can it be the 
Itwill of our molt indulgent Creator, that we fhould 
i(|fpcnd our days, in this fad uncertainty and diltref- 
jifing anxiety ?—Impoffible ! 

But we have a warrant for this alfurance ?—We 
shave the bed of warrants, the gift of God. If your 
snpapa gives youa pairof diamond ear-rings,or (which, 
^rightly improved, will be much more ornamental) a 
inneatly-printed Bible ; do not you look upon this as 
la fufficient warrant to call thefe prefents your own ? 
jC>o you not red fully afTured, that, by virtue of your 
tliparenrs gift, they are your unquedionable property? 
-i—Perhaps you will fay where has God almighty 
redone any thing like this ? where has he given falva- 
idion or life eternal to me ?—Be pleafed to confult 
[1 John v. it.* and you will find an anfwer ; which, 
di hope, will prove perfcftly fatisfadlory and highly 
Mlelightful. 

Is this fpoken to me ?—To you, Madam ; to the 
[young ladies of your acquaintance, and to every one 
.hat reads it. Life eternal is given, jud as the man- 
na was given in the wildernefs. The manna, that 

reach hungry Ifraelite might gather and eat it. Life 
ternal, that every poor finner may receive and en- 
y it.—But I have no merit, nothing to deferve it.— 
hen you have jud as much as the all-gracious God 

* ‘ And this is the record, that God hath given to us etcr»- 
r.al life: and this life is in his Son.’ 

Q^S a 
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requires. Without money, ami without price, is his 
bountiful declaration. Freely, and abftraftcd from 
all deferts, are his gracious terms. You have no 
merit, Madam, and I have Icfs than none. But has 
our divinely-excel lent Redeemer nothing meritori- 
ous ? For his fake, this magnificent and glorious 
gift is conferred. Not we ourfelves, but Jefus Chrift 
the righteous has obtained eternal redemption for 
us. 

May I then afluredly believe, that God gives eter- 
nal life to me !—May you glorify God’s truth ! may 
you glorify his grace ! may you glorify the death 
and obedience of his beloved Son ! If fo, then you 
may, you ought, it is your privilege and your duty, 
to believe,—that God almighty freely gives to you 
eternal life. 

When you receive this gift, look upon it as your 
portion ; live in the molt comfortable expedlation of 
it; relying on nothing valuable in yourfelf, but de- 
pending entirely upon the faithful promife of him 
who cannot lie.—Then you will feel your heart in- 
clined to love your molt adorable Benefadtor,—then 
you will ftudy to pleafe him in all your converfation, 
—then you will be truly holy.—All which is, with 
great fincerity, wifhed by, amiable Mifs , 

Your molt obedient fervant, 
James Hervf.t. 

LETTER CLXIL 

Dorr Sir, 

I Keep Mr. E—’s fermon for no other reafon, than 
to prevent its going into other hands. I am a- 

fliamed and forry to fee, that fo celebrated a college 
as fhould fend out fuch a teacher of divinity. 
However, I mult acknowledge one excellence in 
this gentleman. He a£ts prudently at lealt, in not 
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i Overloading his pages with quotations from fcrip- 
rture. Thofe ftubborn pragmatical things might, 
: perhaps, have rifen up, flared him in the face, and 
^confronted his notions. Mr. , he rightly jud- 
ges, will ferve his turn much better than St. Paul. 
—Who is Philalethes # Ceflrienfis ? I fee nothing 

Valuable in his work, but what comes from the pa- 
[bper-mill and the printing prefs ; the paper and type 
hare indeed very beautiful. What a wild propofition 
t is that, page 124, namely, “That by faith in Jefus 
)j “ Chrift, we underftand the perfuafion of the mind, 
J “ that Jefus Chrifl was fent from God to redeem, 

l“ and to inftru£t mankind ?” At this rate, the very 
idevils are endued with the Spirit of our God : They 
isbelieve with this perfuafion of the mind, that the 
TChriftian revelation is true.—Amidll fo many pal- 
fspable errors, who {hall lead us into the truth ? He 
stthat is our gracious Mailer, and our wonderful 
oCounfellor. Dear Sir, let us look unto him, that 
ahe may, according to his promife, guide us contin- 

ifepally.—Next to the holy word of God, let us lludy 
dMarfhall oi^San£lification. For my part, I am ne- 
I2ver weary of reading that incomparable and molt 
Ktomfortable book. 

Are you, dear Sir, always thinking, how good 
smay be done ? I fay with David ; ‘ The Lord God 
oj! of Abraham, Ifaac, and of Ifrael our Faihers, keep 
ll[ this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts 
i'of the heart of his fervant!’ 1 Chron. xxix. 18. 

As the public fervice of our church is become 
Tuch a formal lifelefs thing, and as it is too general- 

:y executed by perfons fo dead to godlinefs in all 
their converfation, I queltion, whether it will be 
«pperae pretium, to publilh the exhortations to mini- 

* Philalethes Ceftrienfis, is the feigned name of a gentle- 
nan, who wrote the book Mr. Htrvey here mentions, entitled,1 

1 An impartial inquiry into the nature of that faith which )i 
' required in the gofpel, as nereffary to falvation.’ 

3 
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flers, and to a devout attendance on the church-fer- 
vice, which you propofe. I fhould much rather fee, 
from your pen, two or three lively and animating 
forms of morning and evening prayer, with clear 
and fliort directions, how to pray aright, and a pro- 
per method of daily felf-examination. This printed 
in a halfpenny pamphlet, we might give away to any 
body, indeed to every body: AndJf one in twenty, or 
even one in fifty proved fuccefsful, our pains and ex- 
pence would be abundantly recompenfed. We Ihould 
alfo hereby have fome handle to lay hold on hypo- 
critical, felf deceiving fouls. We might fay, Neigh- 
bour, have you got thofe prayers by heart ? do you 
conltantly ufe them, and examine yourfelf daily by 
thofe queftions ?—Indeed, indeed, the exhortations 
you propofe, would only exafperate the clergy.— 
’Tis dangerous to meddle with them, or their pro- 
ceedings.—You are, I hope, in the way of duty, and 
that is the way of peace and fafety. You may do 
much good, by dropping a word for Chrift, on pro- 
per occafions. You don’t know, how your words 
are, by the generality, regarded ; and it is impoffible 
for tongue to tell, how kindly our condefcending 
Master will take the leaf! attempts, which proceed 
from the love of his name. 

I intend foon to return Dr. Watts on the love of 
God.—I wifh it was reprinted.—Pray did you ever 
read Dr. Delaune’s fermons ? he was prefulent of 
St. John’s College, Oxford; and famed, I am told, 
for being a moil accomplifhed gentleman. He real- 
ly has more of the truth of the goipel in his twelve 
fermons, than in all the polite fermons I ever read U 
in my life. For my part, I fet no (tore by our mo- I 
dern difcourfes ; nay, I can hardly bear to read fuch |i 
infipid unevangelical harangues. Much rather would d 
I read an oration in Tully, or a differtion of Seneca’s. I 

When you can fpare the Rev. Dr. Browne’s Efti- j 
mite, and likewife his two fermons preached at th* \ 
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-.cathedral church of Carlifle in 1746, juft favour me 
with a fight of them. I prefume, they will not tell 
me of Jefus who was crucified, therefore I (hall 

Toon be fatisfied with their company; for though I 
$nay find fome amufement from his fine ftyle, and 
iftriking fentiments, yet I can find no confolation in 
lany name, nor in any thing, but only in the grand 
propitiation and everlafting righteoufnefs of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift.—Thanks for Dr. 

kenfide’s Ode to the country gentlemen of England. 
He wrote this with a very good intention, and he 

s certainly a man of genius, but to me this ode 
eads fomewhat flat: I fear it will not roufe and a* 
imate like the poems * of Tyrtieus. 
This probably will find you returned in fafety 

rom your journey.—When the journey of life is 
ver, I hope we fhall fit down together in ever- 
afting reft; and fee his glory, who endured the 
rofs, and defpifed the ihame. Till then, and then 
tuch more, fhall I be 

Moft affectionately yours, 
James Hervey. 

LETTER CLXIII. 

Hanks to my dear friend for the perufal of 
Dr. Glynn’s poem, entitled, The day of judge- 

aent. It is not void of elegance and fpirit; but, 
lethinks, it wants that energy and pathos, which, 

>n fo interefting and folemn an occafion, fliould 
iwe, tranfport, and agitate our fouls. But the great 

deficiency is, that negledt of Jefus Chrift. He is, 
■ndeed, flightly mentioned, juft at the clofe ; but he 
ihould have made the diftinguifhed figure through- 

* Tyrtseus was a poet of Athens, who by his poem, pro- 
1 flounced at the head of" the army, intpired the Spartans with 

h much courage and contempt of death, that they obtained a 
■“lorious victory. 
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out the whole piece. St. Paul calls the day of judge- 
ment, the day of Chrift. We muft all (land before 
the judgement-feat of Chrift ; then {hall we behold 
the glorious appearing of the great God, even of 
our Saviour Jefus Chrift. But not a glimpfe of 
this is feen in Dr. Glynn’s poem. 
 Do you a(k, what I think of the polite ’s 

fermon ? It is a mere moral eftay, not a fermon ; — 
it wants the light of Chrift.—To fpeak the truth, I 
think it an errant Cyclops. 

Monftrum, horrendum, cui lumen ademptum. 

A hideous, eyelefs monfter. Virgil, JEn. b. III. 

From fuch preachers, and fuch fermons, good 
Lord deliver us ! Is any remedy for fins comparable 
to the blood, the righteoufnefs, the interceftion of 
2 divine Redeemer ? Pity, ten thoufand pities, fo 
great a man (for fo the author really is) fhould not 
know, or fliould totally overlook the grand peculi- 
arity of the gofpel. It grieves me to think, fuch 
unchriftian do£Irine fhould be thus propagated. If 
a fair opportunity offers, I would gladly bear my 
teftimony againft fuch enormous perverlion of the 
gofpel of Chrift. 

I cannot think the manufeript fermon which you 
have now fent me, is of fuch diftinguifhed excel- 
lence, as to deferve a publication. It does not feem 
calculated, either to alarm, to comfort, or imprefs. 
—There is nothing of the orator, no fearching ap- 
plication, no ftriking addrefs.—The preface is not 
fo judicious as I could wifh ; it anticipates what is 
faW under the following heads, and renders fome 
part of them tautological.—The text is not exhauft- 
ed. Of feveral emphatical words no notice is ta- 
ken. I fay unto you, Ye fhall in no cafe} of the 
kingdom of heaven nothing particular is faid. In- 
deed, there is a hint or two in the conclufion, re- 
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C :rerring to this fubje£t; but too rambling, indiftimT, 
bind not with fuch a fimilarity to the text as might 
) jne obferved.-—The preacher fuppofes all his hearers 
1 o be of the fame character, and ranks them all in 
a me clafs. A practice which difcerning people will 
i rot admire, and which is hardly confiftent with the 
(tjipoltolical rule, rightly dividing the word of truth ; 
r >r with our Lord’s direction, to give each his por- 

ion, fuited to their refpedtive Hates.—I love Mr. 
- 3. as a worthy good man, but I declined the 
)|bfficc of revifmg his fermon, becaufe I was fenfible 
}J> could not make it fuch, as I Ihould chufe to fee 
•whited. However, if it is printed, I heartily wilh 
3|he bleffing of the Lord may attend it; that true 
.ilteligion may be prompted, and immortal fouls edi- 
tfiied. 
4 When the Pope is inftalled, he is reminded of this 
ipnolt weighty truth ; Sarufle Pater, dies aeternitatis 
ilrogita. Let me fay,—Virdi!e£liflime, diesaeternitatis 
^LOgita.—We are all pleafed with your lad conver- 
sation. It was like your book, and like yourfelf.'— 
wlemember, my dear friend, when you are in com- 
t |>any, that you have written a pious book, and do 
Juot invalidate all your exhortations to others, by 
forgetting them in your own converfation. ’Tis 
aihis, ah ! ’tis this, that deftroys what-we build-; 
t lonfirms people in lukewarmnefs, and does unlpeak- 
f ibly more mifchief than can be enumerated in this 
lietter.—‘ Let no corrupt communication proceed 
jc out of your mouth,’ fays St. Paul, ‘ but that which 

is good to the ufe of edifying, that it may minifter 
i; grace to the hearers.’ 

The paper you inquire after is loft in the immane 
; farathrum of my loofe papers. If ever it emenjes, 
1 jt fhall be reftored.—May my friend’s foul be not 
1 s the prefent ftate of the paftures and meads, but 

s a watered garden, whofe waters fail not. 
—I have perufed Mr. Wotherfpoon’s Efiay on im« 
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puted righteoufnefs j may we every day experience 
that fanftifying efficacy, on which his difcourfe 
turns. Sanftify them, faith our Lord, by thy 
truth.—I thank you for your admonition. I will 
bear it in my memory, and may our divine Matter 
enable me to obferve it ! 

—Oh ! for a candid fpirit! It gives gracefulnefs 
to our caufe; it dimihifhes not the weight of our 
argument, and furely it does honour to the Chrift- 
ian charadter. 

—Thanks for Mr. Mafon’s * Odes. Poliffied per- 
formances ; but not equal, in my judgement, to his 
Ifis, or his Monody on Pope. I think, I could point 
out a defe£t or two in thefe poems, but nothing de- 
fective could I difcern in thofe. ’Tis pity but gra- 
titude to the fupreme BenefaCtor aftuated our hearts, 
and guided our pens. The rich benefits of Memory 
difplayed by the elegant Mr. Mafon! and not one 
acknowledgement to the bleffied Author of all. The 
poet ffiines, but where is the Chriltian f—I am ever 
yours. 

LETTER CLXIV. 

Dear Sir, Tuefday Morning. 
I Should think my fricndffiip very weak, and quite 

unfledged, if I could be offended with the free- 
dom, for which you apologize. Thofe who were 
anciently united in the bonds of Chriftian friend- 
fhip, had this generous fentiment for their motto,— 
“ Amicorum f omnia communia, pneter uxores.” 

I rejoice with you in the hopeful young gentle- 
man’s recovery; a pledge I truft of his eminent 
proficiency, and extenfive ufefulnefs, in the gofpel- 
caufe. 

* Odes 011 memory—independency—melancholy—and th« 
fate of tyranny. 

4 Friends have every thing in common, except their wives. 
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I acquiefce entirely in Dr. C—’s reafons; per- 
! haps, if there was much of the pure evangelical pe- 
culiarity in the recommendatory verfes, it might be 
a forbidding circumftance to fome readers. 

Mr. is very obliging; his cautions are very 
friendly. I will not fpeak fo plainly to Mr. W. as 
to him. I wifh, if it be God’s gracious will, that 

\ your little treatife may be like Dr. Doddridge’s 
works, acceptable to every reader. You fee by the 

; expreflions I have taken the liberty to underline, 
that Mr. fees the great truths of Chriftianity 
inverted, juft as we fee objedts in a concave fpecu- 
lum. The good works, according to his fcheme, 

I are the recommending caufe, and the blefled Re- 
deemer only like the raafter of the ceremopies, 
merely to introduce them with a good grace. No, 
we have not fo learned Chrift; he is our righteouf- 
nefs, as well as our fanftification. AVe are accept- 
ed in the Beloved: ‘ In him {hall all the feed of If- 
‘ rael be juftified, and in him (hall they glory.’— 
This is the epidemical miftake, but I hope God 
will fend out his light and his truth, and redlify 
our mifapprthenfions. I dare fay, that amiable and 
accompliftied gentleman, that examplary and ftiin- 

1 ing Chriftian, that very zealous and fuccefsful 
(preacher, Mr. T n, will be highly pleafed to 
receive the prefentof your little treatife; his good 
heart wall exult to fee your open acknowledgement 

i iof the Saviour whom he fo dearly loves.—I hope 
1 to fee you, or hear from you, before you take your 

•" (journey , and am, with increafmg efteem 'and af- 
ifedtion, Moft cordially yours. 

IL E T T E R CLXV. 
My dear Friend, 

'VT'OUR very kind prefent is come to our hands, 
X and has made its appearance. You give me, 

as Theron fays, UAjcgCtu eyrsajCvav. 
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All I can fay, is, May the Lord fupply your e- 

very need (both- bodily and fpiritual) according to 
his riches in glory by Chrift Jefus. 

I am forry, my brother wrote fo warm a letter 
to Mr. A y about his attempt to purchafe the 
clofes at Wefton, which lie fo commodious for us. 
—The world’s maxim is, Catch as catch can. But 
our Saviour’s direction is, ‘ Be anxious for nothing.’ 
—Never fear, but we (hall make a fhift without 
thefe clafes to pafs thro’ the wildernefs, and arrive 
at the heavenly Canaan. Were not your thoughts 
upon that eternal home, when you attended Mr. 
L -’s corpfe to the tomb ? One of the texts, to 
which I direfted my people on Sunday was # 2 Cor. 
v. i. and which, I hope, the omniprefent God is 
now impreffing on their confciences, and mixing 
with faith. 

The elegant Paterculus I here return, and the 
evangelical Marlhall I recommend to your repeat- 
ed perufal. I wifh you Itudied him more; for then 
you would like him better than you feem to do at 
prefent; you own there are many excellent direc- 
tions in him; and thofe parts which you now think 
obfeure, would not appear fo on a more intimate 
acquaintance with the author. 

I am glad to hear fuch a chara£ter of Mr.  
I hope you will be an inftrument in our Lord’s 
hand of improving his valuable difpofitions, of 
ripening the man of honour into the fervant of 
Chrift.—I think Dr. Akenfide f has, if not fpoiled 
his ode, much injured the dignity and beauty of his 
fentiments, by writing in Spencer’s meafure, and 
fometimes in his drawling ftyle.—“ While he doth 
“ riot’s orgies haply lhare.”—For an ode, where 

* £ We know, that if our earthly houfe of this tabernacle 
‘ were dilfolved, \\e have a building of God, a houfe not made 
‘ with hands, eternal ire the heatens.’ 

f See Letter CLXII. 
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we expeft all the harmony of numbers, and the 
higheft polifh of language, this manner furely is 
improper.—I keep it a little longer, perhaps it may 
pleafe better on the fecond readings 

—I wilh you and your lady much joy at Chrift- 
mas, or rather all joy in Chrilt. He is come, he is 
come to judge the earth; to do that for enflaved. 
and ruined mankind, which the heroic judges of 
old did for Ifrael,—to deliver them from bondage, 
and eftablifli them in piece. Is not this the fenfe 
of Pfal. xcvi. 11, 12, 13. ?—Ah ! what pity ! that, 
while fo many heroes are celebrated, ‘ Jefus the de' 
‘ fire of nations,’ and ‘ the brightnefs of his Fa- 
‘ ther’s glory,’ fhould be totally difregarded. Thou 
high and holy one, fince authors of genius with- 

I hold the tribute of praife, glorify thy name by a 

! worm, by impotence, by James HERtEy. 
. -■ ■        ■     *     

LETTER CLXVI. 

Reverend and dear Sir, Wejlon, June 7. 17^6. 
f T~XOn’t you take it amifs, that I have anfwered 
[i 1 J your kul kind letter no fooner ! I have fuch 

1 a multiplicity of epiftolary engagements, and fuch 
1 a poor pittance of ftrength, that I cannot be fo 

Hpun&ual in my acknowledgements, as my friends 
j may expett, and as I myfelf wifli. 

You defired to fee Mr. Boyfe’s letter to me.—I 
ihere inclofe it; and it fhould have been fent to you 
pearlier, but I could not find it amidfl the confufed 
Siheap of my papers till yefterday.—I am very forry 
cto hear he is fo i./. as there is little probability of 
xexpe&ing any thing further from his maflerly pen. 
 1 really think his little poem, entitled Deity, (in 
[which he is not unmindful of the great Redeemer), 

■is as ufeful and fine a piece of poetry * as moft in 
lithe Englifh language.—I fo much admire it, that I 

* See l etter XXXIX. 
R r 
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have infenfibly as it were got it by heart. God 
grant that it may be influential on every reader. 

I was reading the other day a curious book, writ- 
ten by Mr. Fleeming, and entitled, The fulfilling of 
the Scriptures complete; in which I met with a va- 
luable quotation from Luther’s letter to Melanch- 
thon, who was then in much anguifh on the appa- 
rent hazards of thofe times. “ If this” (fays Luther) 
“ be the caufe of God, and not of man, then all 
the burthen fhould be caft on him. Why doft thou 
afflift and torment thyfelf feeing God hath given his 
Son for us?—Why do we tremble and fear ! Will 
he forfake us in fmaller things, who has given us 
fo great a gift?—Is Satan ftronger than God?— 
Should we fear the world, which Chrifl has over- 
come ? If the caufe we contend for be not the 
truth, let us change ; but if the caoxfe be holy and 
juft, why do we not credit the promife and faith- 
fulnefs of God ?—It is certain Satan can reach no 
farther than this prefent life ; but Chrift reigneth 
for ever, under whofe proteftion the truth now is; 
he will not fail to be with us unto the end.—If he 
be not with us, I befeech you tell me where he fhall 
be found?—If we be not of his church, do you 
think that the Bilhop of Rome and our adverfaries 
are of it ? We are indeed finners ; but Chrifl; is 
true, whofe caufe we have in hand ; which he has 
hitherto maintained without our counlel, and fo he 
will do unto the end.”—Mr. Fleeming then juftly 
obferves, that Luther refted on Chrift, when all 
vifible props broke under him. 

What animating confuleratior.s are thefe under 
all the difcouragements we may meet with in our 
minifterial labours ?—How does the work of the 
Lord profper in your hand? May you-be in this 
refpedl as a fruitful bough by the Wall ; may your 
people fit under your fliadow with great delight, 
and your fruit be fweet unto them. I am yours, &c. 
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The following is a genuine copy of Mr. Boyfe's let- 
ter * to Mr. Hervey. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

OR your tender admonitions, and excellent ad- 
vice, I am truly indebted to you; as they dii- 

cover a generous and compaffionate concern for my 
better part.—I biefs God I have reafon to hope, 
that great work is not to do ; for of all the marks 
of infatuation I know amongft men, there can be 
none equal to that of trufting to a death-bed re- 
pentance. 

I do not pretend to vindicate my own condu£t, 
—nor can I ever forget the very Chriftian fenfe of 
my condition and misfortunes, which (notwith- 
ftanding all my mifbehaviour) you have fo patheti- 
cally expreiTed.—The follies of my youth have fur- 

i nilhed a plentiful harveft of refle£lion for my latter 
| years. As I have been now for a long time in a 

manner buried from the world, fo it has been my 
endeavour to fpend that time in lamenting my pall 
errors, and in purfuing a courfe of life void of of- 
fence towards God and man. 

I have learned to truft in God as my only por- 
tion, to biefs him for his fatherly correftions, which 
have been much gentler than my demerit; and by 
which I have been taught to know him and myfelf; 
his infinite mercy and goodnefs; my own ingrati- 
tude and unworthinefs, fo that I may truly fay with 
the returning prodigal, ‘ Father, I have finned a- 
‘ gainft heaven, and againfl thee, and am not wor- 
‘ thy to be called thy fon.’ 

My health is in a very precarious Hate; and the 
t greateft fibpes of recovery I have (which are very 

* Mr. Boyle died (non after he wrote this letter to Mr. 
' Kervey.—His poem entitled Deity, has palled through feve- 
i ral editions. 

R r 2 
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fmall) arife from warm weather anti the country- 
air.—I thank God I am abfolutely redgned to his 
holy and blefled will. I have feen enough of the 
vanity and folly of earthly things, and how infuf- 
ficient they are to fatisfy the defires of an immortal 
foul. I am fenfible of my own wretchednefs and 
nothingnefs, and that my only hope of falvation is 
through that blelfed Redeemer, who died to fav6- 
loft fmners.—This is my rock of hope again!! an 
approaching eternity. 

May you'long, Sir, tafte thofe true and unfading 
pleafures, which attend the pradlice of religion' 
and virtue ; and may you, by your fhining example, 
be a means of turning many to righteoufnefs. This 
is the fmcere and ever-grateful wifh of—your moft 
obliged, and faithful fervant, 

S. Boyse. 

LETTER CLXVII. 

Dear Sir, 
THE following is an extradl of a letter, wrote 

by a young creature, labouring under an in- 
curable diftemper, and languifhing in the near ap- 
proaches of death. 

“ I am at this time more happy than tongue can 
« exprefs.—Never did I feel fo much of the love 
“ of Chrift Ihed abroad in my heart, as now. He 
“ has given me full aflurance, that he has, out of 
“ love to my foul, call all my fins behind his back,” 
(Tfa. xxxviii. 17.)—“ And oh! why need I fear 
“ death, when the fling is taken away ?—No ! tho’ 
“ I am a finner, yet I have an advocate with the 
“ Father : and though, while I continue i^ this vile 
« body, I fear I {hall too often grieve him, yet is 
« his love flill the fame; which makes me abhor 
« myfelf, that ever I fhould fin againfl fo kind, fo 
“ compaffionate a Saviour.” 
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See by this how the poor receive, how the poor 

believe, and how the poor adorn the gofpel of God 
our Saviour. This has indeed no great authority 
to dignify it, no flowers of eloquence to recom- 
mend it -, nothing but the tranfparent fincer’ty, and 
the native fublimity of its piety. It breathes, how- 
ever, the very fpirit which I long to attain ; and 
though it comes from a perfon in low life and of 
no education, yet I believe very few, even amongfl 
the names of higheft diltinftion for wit, genius, 
and learning, will be able, in the fame circumftan- 
ces, to exercife the fame magnanimity of mind.— 
I am yours, &c. 

LETTER CLXVIII. 

Dear Sir, Weflon-Favell, Aug. 13. 1756. 
YEfterday I received the favour of your letter; 

—was furprifed to find you fo near me; and 
grieved to hear of the occafion. Oh ! that both 
of us may be enabled to caft all our care upon the 
Almighty ! for furely he who gave—not an arch- 
angel—not a world—but himfelf—his moll blefled 
felf, for our fins—furely he careth for us. 

Yes, dear Sir; I think from my very heart, that 
the grand controverfy which the King of heaven has 
with our nation, is for our prevailing contempt of 
his molt adorable Son Jefus Chrilt : a gift, compar- 
ed with which every thing in earth or Iky, is lighter 
than dull upon the fcale: a gift, by which an omni- 
potent and eternal God not only demonltrates, but 
commands his love. Matchlefs then and unfpeakable 
mult it be !—See ! how the prophet Ifaiah exults and 
triumphs in this glorious gift. With an ardour of 
gratitude, and with a tranfport of delight, he cries, 
‘ To us a child is born; to us a Son is given in 
whofe perfon is a dignity, and in whofe righteouf- 
nefs an efficacy, infinitely furpaifing the power of 

R r 3 
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thought. And ftiould not fuch a gift be the darling 
topic of our convcrfation ; be the avowed glory and 
the general joy of our nation ? Yet, ftrange to tell! 
afflictive to obferve ! this divinely-excellent gift is 
forgot, is rejefted, or treated with the moft cold in- 
difference. Where are the people who mention it, 
or can bear to hear it mentioned in their company ? 
Inftead of being in raptures at the found, are they 
not difgufted and chagrined ?—And does not God 
behold all this ? Did he ever receive fo horrid an 
affront, or is it poffible for his creatures to aft a 
more contumelious and difdainful part.—Butwhither 
am I running?—Pardon me, dear Sir, pardon my 
full heart,—my wounded heart,—which has concur- 
red to aggravate this crying iniquity.—O ! that its 
invariable language, for the future, may be, ‘ God 
‘ forbid, that I fhould glory,’ or rejoice, or confide, 
‘ fave in the crofs of Chrift Jefus my Lord in him 
I have pardon of my fins ; in him I have peace with 
God 5 in him I have eternal life. Therefore “ him 
« firft, him laft, him midft, and without end 
will I remember, acknowledge, celebrate. 

Now you are come fo far, could you not make a 
little farther exemfion ? Could you not favour us 
with your company at Wefton ? where yctu would 
find a plain houfe and a faithful heart open to re- 
ceive you.—I have no news from the literary world ; 
and my orders to my bookfeller are few.—But ha- 
ving occafion to write, not long ago, to Amfterdam, 
I fent for all my favourite author’s works: Witfius 
I mean ; the polite and pious Witfius.—My book- 
feller is reprinting in two volumes, at my defire, 
Jeuk’s Meditationswhich I prepofe to recommend 
by a prefatory addrefs to the public.—Let me foon 
hear from you, if I cannot fee you. And may 
your letter be in every fenfe an evangel ift. Ever 
yours, while James Hervey. 

* Milton. 
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LETTER CLXIX. 

All 

Dear Sir, Wejhm-Favell, March 3. 1756* 

IN a preceding letter, I begged your folution of 
fome fcriptural difficulties. As you always 

ufed even to prevent my expeftations, in a free 
and fpeedy communication of your valuable fen- 
timents; and as I have not enjoyed that pleafure 
for a long feafon, I am under fome apprehenfions, 
that either you are vifited with ficknefs, or my 
difpatches have met with a mifcarriage. I hope, 
after receipt of this, you will find fome way to 
relieve me from my perplexity. 

Reading yefterday, Exod. xiv. methought there 
was fome appearance of tautology in verfe 7. Heb. 
If in either of the claufes we might render the 
wmrd 2E2 by horfemen, this feeming impropriety 
would be avoided. It would alfo more exadtly a- 
gree with mnei aai in the 28th verfe.—Is not our 
method of tranflating verfe 20. fomewhat forced, 
and hardly reconcileable with the genius of the 0- 
riginal language ? 

Hab. iii. 5. td-t -jV rsisb. This fentence alfo em- 
barrafled me a little. How does it, as tranllated in 
the Engliffi Bible, agree with the hiftory ? Is there 
any account or any hint, that the peftilencc went 
before the Lord, when he defcended on mount Si- 
nai ? There went indeed a wonderful word, -rat 
to<P/ctrt\Aj>f>itvov pemi p»{jct]cw.—Does this paffage refer 
to the plagues inflifted on the Ifraelites, for their 
murmuring and rebellion ! I think not, becaufe the 
facred hymn appears calculated for the encourage- 
ment of the people, whereas this circumftance 
would rather deprefs their fpirits. Does it point at 
the plagues and the vengeance executed on the E- 
gyptians ? This, I believe, is moll probable, and 
perhaps, affords us the true meaning of the pafi’age. 
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—Pray, favour me, if you have health and leifure, 
with your opinion, which, I aflure you, is highly 
valued, and always thankfully received by, dear Sir, 

Your obliged, and 
affectionate friend, &c. 

What precedes, was written before the receipt of 
your laft. 

I thank you, dear Sir, for your letter, and thank 
you doubly, becaufe it is long. I received it on 
eoming from my Wednefday’s evening-lefture :— 
—have read one fheet, and entered upon the fe- 
cond, but am now called down to family-prayer. 
-—I fhall add no more only let me defire you to fa- 
vour me with the criticifms you mention. I be- 
feech the bleffed God to eftablifh your health and 
prolong your life, that you may enrich me and o- 
thers with many of your letters, and much of your 
knowledge. 

LETTER CLXX. 

My dear Friend) Saturday Morn. 
I Congratulate you on the acceptance of your lit- 

tle trad, and the uncommon demand for it. 
Ineft fua gratia parvis, is a maxim of more wifdom 
and weight than we eafily apprehend. May the 
bleffing of our Lord Jefus Chrift accompany it, al- 
ways and in all places !—I muft dcfire you to ex- 
cufe my waiting upon you. The feafon is fo ri- 
gorous, I am afraid to ftir abroad. I queflion, 
whether I fhall have courage to venture to Colling- 
tree to-morrow. You know I am one of the fnail- 
kind, both in travelling, reading, and writing. My 
thanks to Mr. Fenwick ; I have juft peeped upon 
his * work: I fear it will be thought by the world, 
too finely fpun.—You once afked my opinion con- 

* Thoughts on the Hebrew titles of the pfaims, endeavour- 
ing to difcover their meaning, and point cut their ufe. 
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cerning Dr. Grey’s laft words of David divided ac- 
cording to the metre. I had not then read it with 
due attention. I lately perufed it very carefully, 
and am charmed with the importance of his correc- 
tion and the beauty of the paffage, as it Hands a- 
mended by that judicious critic. Though I muft 
own, I don’t admire the alteration fuggefted by Bi- 
fhop Sherlock, in his letter to Dr Grey. “ A fun 
fhall rife as the morning,” feems to have very little 
fpirit, and lefs propriety. Is it not bordering upon 
idem * per idem? What is the morning, but the 
rifing of the fun ? alk your accurate friend’s opi- 
nion. If the other j- paflages of fcripture, mention- 
ed by Dr. Grey in the front of this little piece, as 

* Bidiop Sherlock fays, (fee page 23. of Dr. Grey’s laft 
words of David), In the compari on -rpa ijxa ce-or boker, &c. 
which you render, Sicut hix matutina, onente foie, it would 
ftrike me more to read onetur foi.—The fenfe then would be, 
(taking: the fun to be an image, or character of tlie just One), 
this fun (hall be like the kind gentle light of the morning, free 
from clouds, and when the earth refrefiied by kind (howi rs, is 
putting forth freth verdure.— -The pafTage is beautiful, and 
gives an idea of a.fun that never fcorches but is ever gentle, 
and fhining with a genial heat: A sun with healing un- 
der his WINGS. 

f Thefe paffages are entitled, ‘The voice of the fweet fing- 
' ers of Ifrael 

The Book of Lamentations. 
The Canticles, or Song of 

Songs. 
The bleffing of Jacob, Gen. 

xlix. 
The bleffing of Mofes, Deut. 

xxxiii. 
The fong of Mofes. Exod.xv. 
The fong of Deborah, Judg. 

v. 
The fong of Ifaiah, chap. v. 

Being, 
The prayer of Habbakkuk, 

chap. iii. 
The prophecy of Balaam, 

Numb, xxiii. 
The lamentation of David, 

over Saul and Jonathan, 
a Sam. i. 

The hall words of David, z 
Sam. xxiii. 

The prayer of Hannah, a 
Sam. ii. 

With other poetical parts of the Oid Teftament, divided ac- 
cording to the metre.—To which will be added, notes critical 
and explanatory, ferving both to reflore the text, and to give 
light to many parts of it hitherto obfcured. The book of Job 
thus divided, with the fong of Mofes, Deut. xxxiii. Dr. Grey 
has already published. 



480 A COLLECTION Let. 170. 
what he foon intends to publifh, are as valuably re- 
ftored and as elegantly interpreted as this, the fup- 
preflion of them will be a great lofs.—I will, on 
your encouragement, go on with my book in my 
piddling way. Happy if my own heart may be 
impreffed with the evangelical truths, even though 
they fliould reach, as handled by this pen, no far- 
ther.—I had like to have forgot Mr.  ’s letter: 
and if I had forgot it, you might juftly wonder at 
my ftupidity.—What a man is he ! Sure the age 
does not produce a more genuine copy of his divine 
Mailer. What a letter has he wrote! what dig- 
nity of fentiment! what true greatnefs of foul! 
what opennefs of heart! what boldnefs of fpeech, 
and juftnefs of reproof, fweetened with what love! 
tempered with what humility! How I love the ex- 
cellent man ! Was not your foul alhamed, while 
you read it ? and did not your heart burn within 
you, as the difciples did when talking with Chrilt 
in their way to Emmaus ? 

I am really afraid to read Spencer’s Fairy Queen. 
He is in fancy fuperior, perhaps, to every poet, 
yet fo lufcious in fome of his reprefentations, which 
I have cafually dipped upon, that it is impoflible, 
for me at leaft, to advert to them, without catch- 
ing contagion. His pidlures of this fort are drawn 
with a good defign. He makes his heroes, vi£lors 
of the foft allurements. But, I believe, few minds 
are fo cafe-hardened again!! fenfual pleafure, as not 
to receive difadvantageous impreffions. I am there- 
fore determined never to look into it again, never 
to gather the honey of poetry from the briers of 
contamination. ‘ Flee Temptation,’ is the advice of 
an infpired apoftle, and I will pay the due regard 
to it. I am, dear Sir, with great refpeft, your moll 
obliged, and very affedlionate fervant, &c. 
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Better clxxi. 

SIR, Wejlon-Favell, Dec. 6. 175 <5. 
I Received your obliging and valuable prefent of 

the fcriptural # poems, wrote by an American. 
It is an extraordinary performance, confidering the 
difadvantageous circumftances, under which the 
author laboured.—A fpirit of zeal and devotion a- 
nimates the whole.—There are, too, fome elevated 
thoughts, and fine lines in it, particularly in that 
part of his poems he entitles Man’s fail and exalta- 
tion, or the Chriftian triumph. 

I hope the fale of it will anfwer your expecta- 
tion ; and recompenfe the coft you have beftowed 
in printing it fo elegantly, and on fo fine a paper.— 
But be that as it may, you have my belt willies that 
it may become the darling of the public ; and you 
have at the fame time, the fmcere thanks of, Sir, 

Your obliged, humble fervant. 

LETTER CLXXII. 

Dear Sir, 
TELL our ingenious friend at , if I did 

not give a direCt anfwer to his queftion, it 
was becaufe he had ftated it improperly. His man- 
ner was like making a raw apothecary’s apprentice 
the proper judge of a doctor’s bill. If fuch a chap 
fliould take upon him to fay, UoCtor, your lan- 
guage is unintelligible, your recipes are injudicious, 

* The auilior of thefe fcriptnrsl poems had no other educa- 
tion, than whn a conn try-fchoolm id refs could beftow on him. 
How far he irrproved by his own indudry, notwithftanding the 
oppretfive weight of poverty and diflrefs he laboured under, 
thefe fcriptsra! poems evidently fhcw, as the fallies of true ge- 
nius are every where vifib'e in his compofitions. Such a dia- 
mond as this, even rouah from i*s n .five mine, difplays a 
fpnghtlier beam, than one of a more languid and feeble luftre, 
that has received the highelt polilh of education. 
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what anfwer would you make ? Some fuch anfwer 
muft be made, even to Dr. C and Mr. O , 
if they or Dr. C maintain, or would infmuate, 
that the myftery of famSHfication, as delineated by 
Marfhall, is unintelligible and injudicious, merely 
becaufe they do not immediately difcern its pro- 
priety.—I own, the third and fourth direction of 
Mr. Marftiall feem ebfcure ; * but this does not a- 
rife from any improper manner of treating the fub- 
jetts, but from the myfterious nature of the fub- 
je&s themfelves. 

This, fays Dr. C , is my firm faith, “ that, 
« if we do well, we lhall be accepted through the 
“ merits of Chrift.”—I might aflc the doftor whe- 
ther he does'well? Dare he avow this, even before 
me his fellow worm, and fellow-finner ? How then 
will he maintain the pretenfion, before that infi- 
nitely-pure God, in whofe fight the very heavens 
are unclean ?—But I chufe to alk him, (what may 
feem lefs ofFenfive), has he never read of ‘ the right- 
‘ eoufnefs of faith ?’ f —of being ‘ made righteous 
* by one man’s obedience ?’ J —of ‘ righteoufnefs 
‘ imputed without works?’ || Now I fhould be glad 
to learn, what the holy Spirit means by thefe ex- 
preflions? And if our worthy friend pleafes to {hew, 
how his faith can be made conformable to any one 
of thefe texts, I will undertake to demonftrate the 
conformity of my faith to them all. Ah ! why 
fhould we hug a defpicable rag, and rejeift a fuit of 
beautiful apparel ? The Lord Jefus enable us all to 
difcern the things that are excellent ! 

* There is confVfledly fomewhat of obfcmity in the third 
and fourth direction ".--and as Mr. Martha I’s directions are o 
a very evangelical nature, they will undoubtedly appear to be 
out of the common road { though his me thud is remarkably in- 
ftruiftive, as no man periiaps was ever better acquainted with 
the human heart; and the method he has la.d down for the ef- 
ftftual pratftice of holinefs is admirable. 

f Rom. x. 6. \ Rom. v. 19. || Rom. iv. 6. 
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Let me tin's Chriftmas, wifti you and Mrs.  

all joy and peace in Chrifl Jefus. Thefe are the true 
compliments ot the feafon, and therefore fent by 

Your true friend, &c. 

Letter clxxiii. 

WeJlon> Saturday Morning. 

MUCH I loved, and much I efleemed my dear 
friend before ; but now, methinks, I love 

and efteem him more, on account of his kind ac- 
ceptance of my free admonitions. Do my dear 
friend, let us remember how important the hours 
of our prefent life, and the moments of focial in- 
tercourfe are.—Dr. W of Worcelter, who has . 
a fine tafte for painting, can though engaged in 
great bufmefs, paint, and talk now and then upon 
paintings ; Dr. C of St. Albans, who has a fine 
genius for poetry, though amidfl a variety of em- 
ploys, can write, and give his fentiments on poetry; 
and why fhould not Dr. S , though in an "e- 
qually large fphere of aclion, edify his acquain- 
tance, by his tongue and pen, with fome religious 
hints. This, I think, is his diftinguifhhig talent; 
and, when he pleafes, I am fure no man knows 
how to introduce fcripture better, or to converfe in 
a more ftriking manner. Oh ! that a ftvi&ure of it 
may run through, brighten, and dignify his tem- 
per, his bufinefs, his whole converfation ! 

You are perfectly right, in efteeming thofe au- 
thors, whofe piety beams through all their pages. 
And for this very reafon, I efteem, admire, and 
embrace Jenks’s works; Marfhall on fanttification; 
land Withqvfpoon on the imputed righteoufnefs of 
jChrift ; becaufe nothing has fo efficacious and be- 
nign an influence on true piety, as their doctrines. 

S f 
* 
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—Nothing fo fweetly calms the confcience, fo tho- 
roughly refines the affe&ion, or to fay all in a 
word, fo effe&ually fheds abroad the love of God 
in the heart. 

I wifh you and Mrs. S abundance of com- 
fort in Mifs Sophia.' It was faid of one, Nabal is 
his name, and folly is with him, 1 Sam. xxv. 25. 
So I fay of your infant-daughter, Sophia is her 
name, and may wifdom be v/ith her! even the 
h ai'fMw wpia., ‘ the wifdom from above,’ which St. 
James fo charmingly defcribes in chap. iii. 17. and 
not with her only, but with her parents, and with 
their truly-affeftionate friend. 

, LETTER CLXXIV. 

Wefton-Favell) July 26. 1/56. 

NOW, my dear friend, I have procured your 
favourite author, Downham’s Chriftian war- 

fare againft the devil, the world and the fleflr. He 
is, indeed, a pleafing, perfpicuous writer. The lan- 
guage, as you obferved, remarkably pure and cor- 
reft •, he is very experimental, and enters into the 
diltrefles of tempted fouls ; many things are fweet, 
comfortable, charming. Sometimes, I think, he 
draws a little veil over the grace of God, not fuf> 
fering it to blaze out in its full luftre and glory. 
Don’t you think r.. is fomewhat inaccurate, in ftat- 
ing the nature of juftification ? Lib. ii. chap. 50. 
“ Juftification,” he fays, “ confifteth in two parts; 
“ the firft, remiflion of our fins for the full fatis- 
« faction of Chrift, by his death and fuffcrings : f 
« the other, the imputation of his habitual and ac- 
<c tive righteoufnefs.”—Should it not rather be, juf- 
tification Con fills of two parts ; the firft, remilfion 
of our fins; the fecond being perfeftly righteous in 
God’s fight; and both thefe fpring from the impu- 
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tation of Chrift’s righteoufnefs to the poor firmer ! 

I find from your manuicript, it is your'opinion, 
that the antediluvian facrifices were flain by the 
fword of the cherubim, planted and waved at the 
entrance of Eden. This is a very remarkable, ami 
very awful circumftance, and, if true, very worthy 
of particular notice. But what reafons have you, 
dear Sir, for the fupport of this fentiment ? Be fo 
kind as to mention them, at your leifure. 

Mr. P , about a week after his return to Nor- 
thamptonfiaire, gave me your letter. I fear he will 
become a prey to the allurements of the world.— I 
believe he is not very zealous for the gofpel of 
Chrift. I am pretty fare, he does not love the fer- 
vants of our Lord ; therefore I expeft, that, from 
this quarter, my character will foon be put under 
an eclipfe; nor {hall I be much difappointed, if, by 
this incident, my new friend is put away from my 
fight. Thanks for your hint concerning my con- 
du£f ; it is very feafonable, and fiiall be obferved. 

I have fometimes thought, that the bed, ftrong- 
eft proof of a future ftate of happinefs occurring in 
the OH Tedament, is deducible from the hidory of 
Enoch. ‘ Enoch walked with God,’ was high in his 
favour, and had much communion with him ; it js 
recorded as a Angular reward of his holy and ex- 
emplary life, That ‘ he was not, for God took him.’ 
Now-, if the ancient people of God had no notion 
pf a future date of happinefs, w'hat drange appre- 
henfions mud they form concerning this indance of 
the divine procedure ? At this rate, Jehovah mud 
appear to punifh in the mod exemplary and dread- 
ful manner, his fird and greated favourite. Where- 
as, fuppofe them rooted in the belief of a much 
happier condition fucceeding the prefent life, and 
the cafe is plain, and God is judified in his doings, 
*—Pleafe to give me your opinion, as to this argu- 
ment 
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I hope, you are thinking of your new verfion of 

Pfal. civ. which will be very agreeable, and, I hope, 
not a little edifying to, 

Dear Sir, 
your much obliged and 

affe&ionate friend. 

P. S. I here fend you Mr. Mofes Browne’s al- 
moft literal tranflation of Luther’s moft comforta- 
ble hymn, which is in very confiderable efteem in 
the German church. Zimmermannus de cognitio- 
nis Chrifti eminentia, is a comment upon it; and 
is now tranllating by Mr. Browne at my defire. 

LUTHER’S HYMN. 

hi eight practical rules. 

I. 
»I S not too arduous an eflay. 

To tread refolv’d the gofpel-way ; 
The fenfual inftiud to controul, 
And warm with purer fire the foul. 
Nature may raife her fielhly ftrife, 
Relu&ant to the heav’nly life : 
Loath in a Saviour’s death to lhare. 
Her daily crofs compell’d to bear : 
But grace omnipotent at length, 
Shall arm the faint, with faving ftrength % 
Thro’ the {harp war with aids attend, 
And his long conflift fweetly end. 

See Zimmermannus, page 5. 

II. 

Adi but the infant’s gentle part; 
Give up to love thy willing heart: 
No fondeft parent’s melting breaft 
Yearns, like thy God’s, to make thee bltfi:: 
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Taught its dear mother foon to know. 
The tendered babe his love can {how, 
Bid thy bafe fervile fear retire ; 
This tafk no labour will require. 

Zimmermannus, page 11. 

III. 
The sov’reign Father; good and kind, 
Wants but to have his child relign’d : 
Wants but thy yielded heart (no more !} 
With his large gifts of grace to dore. 
He to thy foul no anguifn brings, 
From thy own dubborn will it fprings: 
That foe but crucify (thy bane !), 
Nought {halt thou know of frowns or pain. 

Zimmermannus, page 17- 

IV. 
Shake from thy foul o’erwhelm’d, depred, 
Th’ encumb’ring load that galls her red j 
That wades her drength in bondage vain :— 
With courage break th’ enllaving chain. 
Let pray’r exert its conqu’ring pow’r ; 
Cry in thy tempted trembling hour, 
<< My God, my Father ! fave thy Ion !”— 
'Tis heard,—and all thy/ears are done. 

Zimmermannus, page 32. 

V. 
Yet if (more earned plaints to raife) 
Thy God a while his aid delays, 
Tho’ you don’t wcw his kind hand fed, 
Thy grief let lenient patience heal. 
Or if corruption’s drength prevail, 
And oft thy pilgrim’s footdeps fail; 
Pray for his grace with louder cries, 
So {halt thou cleans’d and dronger rife. 

Zimmermannus, page 43, 
S f 3 
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Thefe next lines within the hooks, do not be- 

long to Luther’s hymn, but are ufed by Zimmer- 
mannus, page 52. as an illuftration of the preced- 
ing ftanza. 

[The fafter hold my faith on Jefus takes, 
His brighter glories on my fpirit breaks. 
If then to heav’n I lift my votive hands, 
Love’s ftrongeft flame my raptur’d foul expands. 
Thee, Lord, fhe loves, and would with zeal forgo 
A thoufand worlds, love dear as thine to know.] 

Then Luther’s hymn proceeds thus : 

VI. 
If haply ftill thy mental (hade, 
Dark as the midnight gloom be made. 
On the fure faithful arm divine 
Firm let thy faft’ning truft recline. 
The gentleft fire, the belt of friends. 
To thee nor lofs, nor harm intends : 
Tho’ toft on a tempeftuous main. 
No wreck thy vefiel fhall fuftain. 
Should there remain of refcuing grace 
No glimpfe, no fpotfteps left to tracf ; 
Hear the Lord’s rpice :—’tis Jesus’ will, 
“ Believe (thou poor dark pilgrim) ftili.” 

Zimmermannus, page 55. 

• VII. 
Then thy fad night of terrors paft, 
(Tho’ the dead feafon long may laft) 
Sweet light fhall from the tranquil Ikies, 
Like a fair dawn before thee rife. 
Then {hall thy faith’s bright grounds appear, 
Thine eyes {hall view falvation clear. 
Be hence encourag’d more when try’d. 
On the beft Fa the*, to confide. 
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Ah ! from thy mind extirpate quite 
The fickly films that cloud her fight: 
See ! of how rich a lot, how bleft, 
The true believer (lands pofleft! 

Zimmermannus, page 68. 

Thefe lines within the hooks do not belong to Lu- 
ther’s hymn, but are ufed by Zimmermannus, as an 
illuftration of the preceeding flanza. See page 74, 

[Loofe from hard bonds, my God ! a mind 
In chains too faft, too ftrait confin’d : 
I’m heal’d !—fet free !—from fin made pure ! 
Thy blood, my Chrift, has wrought the curei 
I feel a pow’r my will controul! 
Quench thy long drought, my thirfty foul 1 
The living fountain now I’ve found, 
Diffufing balmy ftreams around.] 

Then Luther’s hymn concludes with this eighth 
practical rule. 

VIII. 
Come, backward foul! to God refign ; 
Peacej his bell bleffing, {hall be thine ? 
Boldly recumbent on his care, 
Call thy felt burthens only there. 

Zimmermannus, page 88. 

LETTER CLXXV. 

My dear Friend, 
THIS morning I wrote to my bookfeller, and 

therein told him, that I think he need not be 
much concerned at the fcurrilous treatment, which 
the reviewers have bellowed on my edition of 
Jenks’s * Meditations.. It will injure their own cha- 

* see Mr. Her.e> s piefjce t i this buok, in the end of hi# 
tnitons and Tracts. 
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rafter, and leflen their own credit; not depreciate 
the works of that excellent man.—I do affure you, 
it gives me not the lead: concern; I don’t covet re- 
putation; I defire, every day, to be more and more 
dead to the honour that cometh of men. Yet it is 
my fincere opinion, that fuch very foul and very 
abufive language, would awaken in the generous 
reader a fpirit of refentment. As a proof, I inclofe 
a letter from Mr. P , a very ingenious young 
clergyman, whom I fome time ago mentioned to 
you under this charafter. The letter, I think, will 
do him as much honour as it does me: it is fit to 
appear in print, but I would on no account take a- 
ny fuch freedom with a private epiftle.—I would 
..not have our friend in London give himfelf any 
tnanner of trouble to prevent any future inftances 
of this kind of benevolence from the reviewers. I 
depend not on their favour, but on him whom hea- 
ven, and earth, and hell obey; who conftrained e- 
ven Balaam to fay, ‘ Plow (hall I curfe, whom the 
‘ Lord hath not curfed ?’ We are all obliged to my 
dear friend for interefting himfelf in our behalf; 
but we defire him not to take the trouble of writ- 
ing on Tuefday, becaufe it will be too late. The 
little clofes are to be put up for fale on Monday, 
and A— will, I fuppofe, outbid my brother ; yet, 
if difappointed in this, blefied be God for a trea- 
fure in heaven that faileth not. An inheritance, 
that is ttrfuflof, not perifhable, but lafting as eterni- 
ty ; not tarnilhed, but free from every cir- 
cumftance of alloy; not fading, but al- 
ways in the fulleft, frefhell, bloom of perfeftion, 
glory, and joy.— 

Poor Mr. H—r, I am informed, has almoft loft 
his fight, is extremely ill; his life, it is thought, 
will follow his fight. Lord, that he and we may 
fee by faith the Lord’s Chrifl!—Bleffed be God, in 
Chrift all fulnefs dwells, all fulnefs of merit and 
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righteoufnefs, of grace and falvation ; and this is 
for the unworthy, for finners, for ‘ whoever will 
therefore, for my dear friend, and for 

His ever-affeftionate 
James Hervey. 

LETTER CLXXVI. 

My dear Friendy UreJion-Favelly Monday Morn. 
I AM much obliged to you for your generous do- 

nation of thirty fhillings to purchafe five hun- 
dred of, An earneft invitation to the friends of the 
eftablilhed church, &c. * —I have put the money 
into the hands of one who loves our Lord Jefus in 
fincerky; and who will take care that the pamphlet 
is properly difperfed according to our defires.— 
’Tis an excellent deflgn :—I daily beg of Cod to 
blefs it; for what he vouchfafes to blefs, will be 
blefied indeed. 

Inclofed I fend you a form of prayer, founded 
on the plan laid down in the Earneit Invitation, 
&c.—’Twas tfanfmitted to me laft night by a very 
pious clergyman, who, I believe, was himfelf the 
author of it. You may get one'of your Tons' to 
tranferibe it, if you have not leifure enough to do 

* An earneft invitation to the friends qF the eftablifhed 
church, to join w;th feveral of iheii brethren the clergy and 
laity, in fettmg apart one hour in the Sunday of every week 
for prayer and iapplication, efpecialiy during the prefent trou- 
blefome times. This pamphlet is wrote with great fpirit, and 
a very good intention. It well deferves the molt ferious con- 
fkleration of the community ; and their hearty concurrence in 
fo laudable and ufeful a delign, may very leafonably be ex- 
pedted. Let us refleft, that our heavenly Father, high and 
nighty, who from his throne looks down on all the dwel- 
lers on earth, and fees what multitudes in the different parts 
of this kingdom, are at that hour frequently praying to him 
in fecret, and all united too in the fame requefts, cannot but 
be pleafed with fuch a profpecl; and may probably for their 
fakes avert the impending calamities, which are too juflly de- 
ferred by fo irreligious and difTolute a nation. See Gen. xviii. 
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it yourfelf; and permit fuch ferious perfons to take 
copies, as you think will make a proper ufe of it. 

I wifh you that promife for your counfellor, 
which we read this morning at breakfaft in Ifaiah 
(draper Iviii. n.) ‘ The Lord fhall guide thee con- 
‘ tinually.’ 

I am, my dear friend, 

Ever yours, while 

James Hervet. 

A Jalemn acl of confejfion and intercefflon fated to the 
frlan of ihcfe London clergy and other friends to the 
ejlabltjbed church, asfpecifed in the Earnef Invita- 
tion, tafc. requefing all the well-difpofed Chriftians 
(laity us well as clergy J throughout this nation, to 

join ’with them in a folemti aEl of humiliation for one 
hour every Sunday evening, viz. from eight of the 
clock till nine, on account of their own ftns and the 

fms of this nation, efpecially during thefe calamitous 
times, viz. in 1757. 

I. BlefTed Lord, let the words of my mouth, 
and the meditation of my heart, be at this 

time acceptable in thy fight as the incenfe, and let 
this now lifting up of my hands be a fweet-fmell- 
ing facrifice !—Lord, hear my prayer, and let my 
cry come unto thee. 

O molt great and glorious God! juft and terrible 
in thy judgements to all obftinate and rebellious 
finners, but of infinite mercy to fuch as with true 
forrow and hearty repentance turn unto thee •, look 
down, I befeech thee, with mercy and compalhon 
upon me, now prefenting myfelf before thee, own- 
ing that I am not worthy fo much as to lift up my 
eyes to the throne of thy glorious Majefty. O Lord, 
my fins are fo many and fo great, that it is owing 
to thy mercy alone that I have not been long fince 
confumed, but yet have another opportunity of 
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humbling myfelf before thee, and begging mercy 
for my own foul, who have fo grievoufly finned a- 
tgainft thee: I confefs, O Lord, what thou knoweft 
already, but I confefs it to manifeft thy juilicej and 
to glorify thy mercy, which has fpared me fo long. 
I confefs, and acknowledge, O Lord, that I brought 
a depraved and finful nature into the world with 
me, from whence all my aftual fins have flowed 
and proceeded, as impure ftreams from a polluted 
fountain. O blefl’ed God, I befeoch thee, for thy 
dear Son Jefus Chrift’s fake, to humble me, and 
that greatly, for this my original corruption! Lord, 
let me fee it in the ftrongeft light: and never give 
me reft and peace, till from my foul I cry out for, 
and rely upon, the unfinning obedience of my dear 
Redeemer Jefus Chrift, and the alfiftance of the 
Spirit for deliverance from it; and grant that this 
precious balm may be my cure, and reftore me a- 
gain to the image of my God ! 

O Lord, I have finned againft thee by wilful and 
a£fual fins; I have left undone thofe things which 
I ought to have done, and have done thofe things 
which I ought not to have done ! particularly—by 
fuch —and fuch—a fin. 

u/j >tu talen for granted that every one who ufes this 
prayer, has firjl of all Jlriclly examined himfelf and 
wrote down all the notorious /ins, both of commiffion 
and omijfion, which he could recollect that he had 
been guilty of during the whole courfe of his lije, it 
would here be proper for him to read over that cata- 
logue of his offences very deliberately, that he may be 

■deeply humbled, and truly penitent. 

/'"v Bleflcd God I can but give a wretched account 
of myfelf.—I cannot remember, I fear, the 

ten thoufandth part of my offences : Lord fave, or 
I perifli ; my crimes are intolerable and fhameful, 
and my omiffions as well as my commiflions, arc 
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innumerable; Oh! what {hall I fay unto thee 
v it fhall I do!—Oh! thou Preferver of men 
am fo vile, that I cannot exprefs it; fo finful, t, ^ 
I am-hateful to myfelf, and much more abomina- 
ble mud I needs be in thy fight ! 

Oh ! I have finned, I have finned ! my 5ns are 
frown fhameful, and aggravated to amazement! 

iord! I can fay no more, I am alhamed, I am con- 
founded in thy prefence ! 

But yet, 0 God, thou art the healer of our 
breaches, and the lifter up of our head; and I muft 
not, I dare not defpair. Thou haft opened a foun- 
tain for fin and for uncleannefs, and therefore I am 
fure, thou delighted not in the death of a {inner! 
and though my fins are great and numberlefs, as 
the fand which is upon the fea-ftiore, yet they are 
infinitely lefs than thy mercies, which thou haft re- 
vealed to all penitent and returning finners in Jefus 
Chrift ! 

For his fake, therefore, be pleafed to look down 
into the dull, and lift up a poor helplefs {inner 
from the dunghill! for Chrift’s fake let me not pe- 
riih in my folly, nor be confumed in thy heavy dif- 
pleaftire ! for ChriiFs fake give me time and fpace 
to repent, and give me alfo power to do it by the 
affiftance of thy blefied Spirit ! 

Support me with an holy hope; confirm me with 
an operative and lively faith; and kindle a bright 
and burning charity in my foul ; give me patience 
in fufFering, and feverity in judging, and in con- 
demning my fins ! that judging myfelf, I may not 
be condemned of thee; that mourning for my fins, 
I ma'A rejoice in thy pardon ; that deftroying my 
fins, I may live in righteoufnefs ; that denying my 
own will, I may always endeavour to perform thine, 
and that, by the affiftance of thy blefied Spirit, I 
may overcome all carnal and fpiritual wickednefs. 
May I walk in thy light! may I delight in thy fer- 
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■vice ! may I perfect my obedience; be wholly de- 
ilivered, as well from the power of fin, as punifh- 
iment of it; and fo be for ever preferved from thy 
iwrath, and at laft pafs on from a certain expetta- 
ition to an actual enjoyment of the glories of thy 
(kingdom, through Jefus Clirift my blefled Lord 
aand Saviour. Amen. 

2. And now, Lord, as I have been confefling my 
vown fins, and humbling my foul before thee as a 
[private and particular perfon, I think myfelf bound, 
lin humility and duty, after the example of thy fer- 

ayant Daniel, to look upon myfelf in a ftill farther 
cfinful light, viz. as an inhabitant of a profligate and 
hrebellious nation ; and fo, like Daniel alfo, to con- 
Ifefs the fins of my people ! May I feel the concern 
bf the pfalmift, when he exclaimed, ‘ Rivers of 

» tears run down mine eyes, becaufe men keep not 
rlf thy law,’ Pfal. cxix. 130.—And oh! that my fup- 
ilblications, and the fupplications of all thofe who, 

it this appointed hour, have agreed folemnly to 
Ifj'eek thy face, and to confefs their own fins, and 
She fins of the people of this land; oh that they 

nay meet with the fame gracious acceptance with 
hee as Daniel did! oh that the commandment may 
!ame forth at the beginning of our Application, 

to make an end of our fins, and to make reconci- 
liation for our iniquities, that thou mayeft once 
more be our God, and we thy people !’ 
Let thy merciful ears, O God, therefore be open 

nto our prayers, and fpare all thofe who confefs 
aeir fins unto thee : that they whofe confciences 

: y fin are accufed, by thy merciful pardon may be 
■jibfolved, through Jefus Chrifl our Lord ! 
1 ‘ O Lord, the great and faithful God, keeping 

o', covenant and mercy with them that love him, 
.nand keep his commandments,’ Deut. vii. 9. We 

i ave finned, O Lord, we have committed iniquity, 
a nd have done wickedly, and have rebelled by de- 
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parting from thy precepts and from thy judgements; 
neither have we hearkened unto thy fervants the 
prophets, nor to thy fon Jefus Chrift, nor to his • 
apoftles, who in thy holy word have fpoken unto . 
our fathers, and the people of the land ! 

O Lord, righteoufnefs belongeth unto thee, but 
unto us confufion of face as at this day, to our 
kings, to our princes, to our fathers, and to our- 
felves; becaufe of the trefpafies which we have 
trefpalfed againlt thee ; yea, we have all as one 
man tranfgrefled againft thee, by departing from 
thee, and not obeying thy voice! therefore the curfe 
is poured out upon us, and thou halt confirmed 
the word which thou haft fpoken againft us! Thou 
haft brought upon us many and fore evils, yet 
made we not our prayer unto thee, that we might . 
turn from our iniquity, and underftand thy truth. 

But, O blefled Lord, to thee belong mercies and 
forgivenefies, tho’ we have rebelled againft thee : 
O Lord, we confefs our wickednefs and are forry 
for our fins; we befeech thee therefore, according . 
to all thy righteoufnefs and thy gracious promifes, 
and for the fake of thy dear Son Jefus Chrift, 
let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from 
us! Bow down thine ear, O Lord, and hear ; o- 
pen thine eyes, O Lord, and fee, and behold our 
miferies and our defolation! for we do not prefent : 
our fupplications before thee, trufting in our own 
righteoufnefs, but in thy manifold and great mer- 
cies, and of the truth which thou haft (hewed of 
old time to us thy fervants; but thou art the fame, 
wliofe property is always to have mefey, have mer- 
cy upon us, therefore, have mercy upon us, molt 
merciful Father, for thy dear Son our Lord Jefus I 
Chrift’s fake; forgive us all that is part, and grant 
tliat we may ever hereafter ferve thee in newnefs 
of life, to the honour and glory of thy name! And 
let the confideration of our finfulijels and unwor- 
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thinefs, and of thy manifold warnings to us and 
long fufferings toward us, increafe in us true re- 
pentance, that iniquity may not be our deftruftion-! 
and increafe in us alfo more and more a lively faith 
and love, fruitful in all holy obedience, that thou 
mayeft Hill continue thy favour, together with the 
light of thy gofpel, to us, and our pofterity ! and 
this we beg for thy dear Son Jefus Chrift’s fake, 
our only Mediator and Advocate. 

3. And now I have here confelled to thee my 
own (ins, and the fins of the people, I delire far- 
ther to offer up my prayers in behalf of all man- 
kind, tha* both Jew and Gentile may believe in, 
and glorify thee, the only true God, and Jefus 
Chrift, whom thou haft fent! Protefl and profper 
thy holy catholic church; preferve it pure in doc- 
trine and worfhip; root out of it whatever is a 
fcandal to thy moft holy religion ; unite its profef- 
fors and enlarge its borders; efpecially blefs that 
part of it in thefe nations to which I belong; and 
as, in thine infinite mercy, thou haft been pleafed 
to vouchfafe us abundant illumination of thy gof- 
pel, be pleafed to grant, that by our fins we may 

1 not extinguifh the light of it. 
Inflame the minifters and ftewards of thy myfte- 

ries with a lively and burning zeal for the conver- 
fion of fouls. Imprefs it deeply upon them, that 
curfed is he that doth the work of the Lord deceit- 
fully •,—and be pleafed, O Lord, to aftift them with 
thy blefied Spirit, and to direft them to the ufe of 
fuch means as may be effeftual to bring about, and 

i accomplifh that defirable and happy end. 
Be pleafed likewife to blefs all thofe our diftent- 

ing brethren, of what denomination foever they 
be, who love the Lord Jefus Chrift in fmcerity ! 
Reconcile our hearts to them, and theirs to us ! 
grant that there may be an end of thofe animofities, 

1 a»d bitter difputes, which have fo long and fo 
1 t 2 
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ciifturbed the peace, and hindered the union of 
Proteftants ! and grant alio, that there may be on- 
ly this one holy contention between us, whether the 
minifters out of the eftabliihed church, or they 
that are in it, fliall labour moft for the glory of 
our common Mailer, and for the falvation of thofe 
fouls committed to their care, and for whom he 
Hied his blood. 

Blefs, likewife, our Sovereign Lord King George, 
and all his royal family ! make them pure and holy 
in their lives ! raife up an a£tive and vigorous fpi- 
rit in their hearts, for the puniihment and rooting 
out of wickednefs and vice, and for the encourage- 
ment and maintenance of true religion among us. 

And be pleafed, O Lord, to give the fpirit of 
wifciom to all his counfellors, and to the magi- 
ilrates of all ranks through the nation, that they 
may be enabled faithfully to difcharge that great 
truft which is repofed in them, to thy honour, and 
to the benefit and advantage of Ids Majefty and 
the nation ! 

Be pleafed likewife to go forth with our fleets 
and armies! blefs all their endeavours againil our 
enemies, and give them fuccefs in the day of battle! 

Have mercy upon all the affli£ted members of 
thy church, whether in mind, body, or eflate! Pity 
their condition, O Lord, pity it, and lay no more 
upon them than they are able to bear, but give 
them deliverance in thy good appointed time, if it 
be thy blefled will ! Have compaflion upon all that 
are in error, but fincerely feek the truth ! on all 
that are engaged in finful courfes, and led captive 
by their lulls, that they may have grace and ftrength 
to break their bonds; and on all thefe who never 
pray for themfelves : open their eyes, O Lord, and 
melt their llony hearts ; awaken them, though it ! 
be even with thunder, to a fenfible feeling of their 
fad condition, and for thy mercy’s lake fulfer them 
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no longer to fit in darknefs, and in the fhadow of 
death ; may they fee before it be too late the dan- 
ger and madnefs of thus living without God in the 
world. 

4. Finally, O Lord, I defire to return thee my 
unfeigned praifes and thankfgivings, for the mani- 
fold expreffions of thy goodnefs and loving-kind- 
nefs to me and to all mankind ! I blefs thee for my 
creation, prefervation, and all the bleflings of this 
life, and for all the helps and advantages, which 

. thou haft vouchfafed me for the obtaining a better; 
:but above all for thy aftonilhing love to mankind 
in Jefus Chrift, for all that hath been done and fuf- 

'fered for us, and continues ftill to do for us by his 
: powerful intercelfion at thy right "hand ! humbly 
(befeeching thee, that I thy fervant, together with 
all thofe who have lived and died in the faith of his 

iholy name, may follow the example of his heaven- 
jlylife, that finally wfth them I maybe made a par- 
taker of the merits of his obedience and death, in 

1a joyful refurreftion to everlafting life ! 
All thefe confeflions, prayers, Applications, in- 

aterceffions, and thankfgivings, I humbly put up to 
dthe throne of grace, in the name and words of our 
.Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, who, in compaffion 
ito our infirmities, hath taught us thus to pray; 
.Our Father, &c. 

The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, &c. 
' 

N. B. The above prayer may be enlarged and 
orimproved as time and occafion lhall offer; and it 
■may not be improper to remind every Chrillian, 

1 that the firft time he makes ufe of it, he ought to 
;fet apart at leaft half an hour for felf-examiriation, 
land writing down the fins of which he finds him- 
fcfelf guilty. The following Sundays he will reconfi- 
Jider what he has written, and thereby form a mdge- 
fnient what is his progrefs in, or deviation from 

T t 3 
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the path which leads to heaven. After having 
fpent fome Sunday evenings in this devout exercife, 
he fliould be upon his guard left he be tempted to 
leave it off.—Oh may he never be tired of fuch a 
good work ; the more he prays, the more he will 
have ftrength to perfevere. ’Tis humbly hoped, j 
that all who read this, will immediately purchafe 
the Earneft invitation, &c. the price of which, as 
has been before obferved, is no more than a pen- 
ny ;—and then, after having weighed it with the 
attention that a matter of this importance deferves, 
they will (to ufe the author’s own words) “judge 
“ whether it be not a feafonable and a lafe mea- 
“ fure, which we would perfuade you to take ; 
“ and you will take it if you are indeed a friend to 
“ our prefent happy eftablifhment in church and 
“ ftate. Your love for them will put you upon 
“ the doing every thing that lies in your power to 
« ferve them ; and here you have a fair opportu- 
« nity, of which if you make ufe, it cannot but 
“ do you fervice, and may be a bleffing to them.— 
“ Pray for them at the appointed hour, (namely 
“ from eight to nine every Sunday evening.)—De- 
“ termine, through God’s affiftance, that nothing 
“ fliall hinder you from joining us.—Break through 
“ all engagements, all hindrances to meet, at the 
“ throne of grace, the Lord’s people.—[Confider 
<■ that God knoweth the fecret ones, and will re- 
“ ward them openly.] And moreover for your 
“ encouragement, remember, that he who fitteth 
“upon the throne is the God who heareth 
“ PRAYER, and who has invited you (Pfal. 1. 25.) 
« to call upon him in the day of trouble; fo will I 
“ hear thee, fays he, and thou flialt praife me.”— 
What a comfortable promife is here to animate 
every one to make part of this praying congrega- 
tion ! 
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LETTER CLXXVII. 

501 

My dear Friend, 

I Truly fympathife with you in all your calami- 
ties ; but to be affli&ed, more or lefs, is the 

common lot of God’s people ; and it is frequently 
their fate to be exercifed with frowning providen- 
ces in a-remarkably-grievous manner.—Under fuch 
circumftances we fhould fugged: foft hints of ad- 
monition, with the fame friendly intention as actu- 
ated the prophet Jeremiah, when he addrefled this 
exhortation to his countrymen, ‘ Let us fearch and 
‘ try our ways, and,’ if we are found delinquents, 
‘ turn again unto the Lord,’ Lam. iii. 4. We 
fhould likewife comfort each other, by obferving, 
that God who heareth prayer, has bowels of ever- 
lafting compaflion, and does not willingly affliCt 
the fons of men ; that this adorable God has given 
his all-glorious Son to be a bleeding facrifice for 
our fins ; and that if c he withheld not his Son, 
‘ his only Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
‘ {hall he not alfo with him freely give us all 
‘ things ?—all things that pertain to life and godli- 
‘ nefs ;’ to fubfi(fence here, and falvation for ever. 
—Prompted by the infinite benignity of his nature, 
and engaged by his inviolable promife, he never 
faileth thofe that feek him.—O ! how ready is he 
to give his Holy Spirit! to give all happinefs to 
thbfe that with an humble fincerity will apply to 
him! infinitely more ready than we are to give our 
children a morfel of bread to fave them from pcr- 
ifhing with hunger.—Thefe are indeed comfortable 
confiderations, and are the (frongeft reafons why we 
fhould continually be making our requefts known 
unto him. 

I fear Mr. Sm—h is a very bad man, and too 
juftly deferves the name you give him.—Labourers, 
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1 am told, are diftrefied by his neglefting to pay 
them; which I can aflure you very much grieves 
me, nor is it in my power to redrefs them.—I wifh 
it was ;—they fhould foon fee what it is to have to 
do with one, ‘ who nameth the name of Chrift,’ 
2 Tim. ii. 19. 

Pleafe to lend me Dr. Squire’s Indifference for 
religion inexcufable.—I mightily like the title of it. 
—He bears fo good a character both as a fcholar 
and a man, that I hope it will be an antidote a- 
gainfi: the fafhionable and growing indifference to 
religion. 

Did you ever fee a {hilling poem, entitled, The 
battle of the fexes? * Tis wrote in the fpirit of 
Spencer, and is indeed one of the prettiefl things 
I ever met with.—rBut it is very evident, that the 
author has taken his plan from Fletcher’s Purple 
Ifland. f The celebrated Pitt of New College, who 
trauflated Virgil and Vida, has wrote a compli- 

* See letter 206. Compare feveral of the perforffied vir- 
tues and vices depicted by Fletcher in his Purple liland) (canto 
vi. to canto xii.) with fome of thofe drawn by the author of 
the Battle of the Sexes. 

f The follotvinp; ftanzas, containing a beautiful defeription 
of Religion, is felected as a fpecimen of this pretty poem. 
In the preceding flanza, the parties are reprefented as hold- 
ing a council how to revenge their lofl’es, by the attack of 
Lust ; and, as the iffue thereof, it is faid, 

Made wife by fmart, a championefs they fent, 
Whofe arm alone was equal to the toil ; 

Sometimes on earth by Virtue’s title fam’d, 
By wifer angel-minds divine Religion nam’d. 

Mild, fweet, ferene, and cheerful was her mood, 
Nor grave with fternnefs, nor with lightnefs free; 

Againft example ref lately good, 
Fervent in zeal, and warm in charity : 

Who ne’er forlbok her faith for love of peace, 
Nor fought with £re and fword to (hew her zeal: 

Duteous to princes, when they moil opprels ; 
Pat’Cnt in bearing ill, and doing well. 

In pray’rs and tears (he fought and found defence, 
Nor rais’d reoelliuus arms to ftrengthen Providence. 
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mentary copy of verfes, which are prefixed ; a 
fpecimen of which are here fele&ed to fhew you 
the nature of it. 

What mufe but yours fo juftly could difplay 
Th’ embattl’d paffions marfhall’d in array ? 
Bid the rang’d appetites in order move, 
Give lujl a figure, and a fhape to love ? 
To airy notions folid forms difpenfe ? 
And make our thoughts the images of Jenfe ? 
Difcover all this rational machine, 
And fhew the movements, fprings, and wheels 

within ? 

As I was lo'oking yefterday at my preface to the 
new edition to Jenks’s Meditations, I obferved, in 
the catalogue of his works, that either through my 
own or the printer’s negligence, two little pieces 
are omitted ; one of them is his Serious thoughts 
on the wonderful God ; which is very ufeful in af- 
fifting us to form proper notions of the divine per- 
fe£tions: the other is his Glorious vi£tory of cha- 
ftity, exemplified in Jofeph’s hard conflidf, and 
happy efcape.—’Tis pity that this little piece is not 
more regarded by parents, as ’tis perhaps the befl 
thing of its fize ever wrote on the fubjedt, and 
ought to be put into the hands of all young peo- 
ple ; for, as St. Auguftine juftly obferves, “ Inter 
“ omnia certamina Chriftianorum duriora funt 

Her prudent care was fix’d on heaven’s height, 
Yet by her dtps on earth that care was (hewn 

Fcarlefs of barm in darknefs, as in light ; 
Fearful ot fin at midnight, as at noon ! 

A bloody crofs was pourtray’d on her fhiehl, 
Whole light the monfter * fcarcely could fuftain ; 

Feeble to gain, yet loath to qhite the field ; 
Blafted and thunder-firuck with chilling pain ; 

When ’gainfl. his head her facred arms Ihe bent, 
Strift watch, and fad fevere, and pray’r omnipotent. 

* Lust. 
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“ pnelia caftitatis; nam ibi continua pugna, et 
*e rara viftoria.” * 

If another edition of Jenks’s Meditations fhould 
be demanded, and if it fhould pleafe God to take 
me to himfelf before that time, I here defire the 
favour of you, to fee that thefe two little trafts be 
inferted in the catalogue of Mr. Jenks’s writings, 
given in my preface to that book by 

LETTER CLXXVIII. 

Wefton-Favell, April 28. 1757* 
HAT has my dear friend been fpeaking for 
the honour of him, who faved his life from 

deftruftion ?—How are you !—how is your lady, 
after your great fright, f and greater deliverance ? 
—Calm now, I truft, and no emotions in your 
mind, but of gratitude to the great Preferver of 
men, who kept all your bones, fo that not one of 
them is broken. 

* The meaning of which is; <£ Amiciil ali the various and 
“ fliai p encounters in the Chriitian watfare, the attacks on oijr 
“ chaftity are perhaps the jnoft formidable, a# the combat is 
“ firenuous and lading; a complete victory being rarely ob- 
“ t.iined.” How much therefore does it behove us to call in e- 
very auxiliary, and to put on the complete armour of God, 
that we may be able to withftand againlt the wiles of the de- 
vil !—See the fifth edition of Gurnall’s Chriftian armour, and 
Eph. vi. n. 

f The gentleman was driving his wife in a one-horfe chaife, 
when the horfe fuddenly took fright, and flung his hinder leg 
over one of the lhafts, juft hy the fide of a very deep ditch ; 
being thus entangled, and a high mettled hori'e, he kicked 
with all imaginable fury, and feveral times his hoofs came 
within a hair’s breadth of theiwhtads.—They called in vain on 
their fervaut, who had loitered behind; and they muft both 
have inevitably been dalhed to pieces, had not the horfe, by 
the violence of his kicking, broke the harnefs, bar, and lhafts, 
and thus fortunately difentangled himfclf.—This accident hap- 
pened near Mr. Hervey’s houfe ; to which they then went. 

Your ever-affe£Honate, &c. 
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Now, I hope, you will be fteadily and uniform- 

ly ferious. You fee, God warns you, yet fpares 
you. To others he has appointed fuch dangers as 
befel you yefterday, to be the meiTenger of death ; 
to you he has defigned them only as an admonition 
of love ; hear then your Prcferver's voice. Trifle 
no longer with Chrift and his falvation; be zea- 
lous, I mean difcreetly zealous, for your Saviour, 
and for that gofpel, w'hich you underftand better 
than moft of our clergymen.—How can you refufe 
to fpeak boldly for fuch a Matter, and to devote 
yourfelf to his fervice in earneft, who forgives all 
your backflidings, watches over you with fuch ten- 
der compaffion, and waits—yea, waits to be gra- 
cious unto you! 

My dear friend, may the Lord Jefus turn us 
both to himfelf, who is our refuge, our falvation, 
and all our hope; who fliould be our boaft, our tri- 
umph, and all our joy. 

I long to fee your amiable friend the Reverend 
Mr. Dyer’s poem on the Fleece. *—I fuppofe he 
will make you a prefent of it.—When you have 
done with it, pleafe to fend it me.—I hear it is to 
be fold at five fhillings, which I cannot afford to 
give for it. 

In your la ft letter, you alked me for two guineas 
out of my charity-purfe, for our very deferving and 
very diftrclfed friend.—Indeed it is quite exhauft- 
ed ;—nay I don’t think I have a fingle guinea in the 
world, even for my own ufe ; though I forbear c- 
very unneedfary expence, and w'ant many of the 
little conveniencies of life, that I may be enabled 
to fuccour the worthy fervants of Chrift.—I have 

* * The Fleece is an elegant and corrcdt pnent, in four books, 
wr tten by Mr. Dyer, wi o publithed the celebrated poem on 
the Ru ns of Rome, at which place he lived many years. He 
was originally a painter, and aferwards Rector of Cathiop in 
LeiceUerihife.—He was near twentyyearsin writing the Fleece. 
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agreed to go halves with Rivington in the profits 
of my book ; and I always make it a maxim, not to 
give till I have gotten.—Be juft, before you are ge- 
nerous, is your own rule too.—If the Lord pleafes 
to profper my work, I will very readily communi- 
cate to the comfort of fuch worthy objedls as you 
may think proper to recommend to the charity of, 
my dear friend, 

Yours very affe£Honately. 

LETTER CLXXIX. 

Dear Sir, 

MR. Mofes Browne * has, I think, thirteen 
children. One is fettled in the world ; and 

a friend of his has taken another for his clerk, gra- 
tis.—We propofe to put out one of his daughters 
to fome decent bufinefs; by which ftie may have 
the means of getting her livelihood.—He has been 
at a great expence, poor man ! by the ficknefs of 
his family. Your contribution on this occafion 
will be acceptable. Dr.  has offered to aug- 
ment the colleftion ; and Mr. , I am fure, will 
readily add his charitable afliftance, efpecially if you 
recommend the cafe. 

—We are in daily expectation of our friend H. 
I wilh you would make up the triumvirate of the 
guefs. At all our facial interviews, our news is 
fetched from the Bible; Chrilt is the monarch, and 
heaven the country, on which wre difcourfe. O ! 
that I may be enabled to improve thefe precious 
opportunities ! not like Pharaoh’s lean kine, defti- 

* The Reverend Mr. A/lofes Browne (the author of Sunday- 
Thoughts, and various other pieces) is now Vicar of Olney in 
Buckingbatnfhire, the revenue of which is about ff;y pounds, 
being his only income, and he above fifty years old. See, in 
Letter LV1I. Mr. Hervey’s opinion of him and his writings, 
even before the commencement of their intimacy. 
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ute of growth, though crammed with plenty !— 
Vfy flock would have been peculiarly delighted, to 
lave heard your voice in the pulpit; they would 
lave hung on your lips; and I verily believe, the 
vords would not have been in vain.in the Lord. 
Fhere’s no expedient fo effe£lual to warm our 
learts as an unremitted endeavour to awaken the 
ove of a bleeding Saviour in the bread of others. 

I am truly grieved at the account of yourfelf, 
5Tou know who has (aid, ‘ I w ill heal their back- 
flidings, and love them freelyand dare we, by 
giving way to unbelief, make the God of truth a 
liar ? Hear the words of the Lord fpoken by Jere- 
miah, ch. iii. 12. ‘ Return, thou backlliding Ifrael, 
' and I will not caufe mine anger to fall upon you ; 
' only acknowledge thinejniquities which thou haft 
f tranfgrefled againft the Lord thy God.’ 

Recommend Jenks’s Vidfory of Chaftity to Mr. 
 , and tell him, that though the lulls- of the 
flefh are inveterate enemies, yet three methods may 
be prefcribed for a Vidlory over them. 1. A believ- 
ing application of the Redeemer’s death. The faints 
in glory, once men of like paftions with ourfelves, 
overcame through the blood of the Lamb. He ‘ bare 
‘ our fin in his own body on the tree, that we be- 
‘ ing dead unto fin, might live unto righteoufnefs.’ 
.2. An habitual reliance on the Spirit of God. ‘ If 

! ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of 
i'( the body, ye fliall live.’ Chrift by his Spirit a£ls 
[ion our depraved, polluted hearts, as a refiner’s fire, 
Band as fuller’s foap. 3. An improvement of the 
|divine promifes. God ‘ has given unto us exceed- 
i‘ ing great and precious promifes; that by thcfe we 

1 might be partakers of a divine nature, having e- 
[ fcaped the corruption that is in the world through 
‘ lull.’ 

Thefe tell Mr.   to lay up in his memory; 
an theie Jet him meditate; and plead them before 

U u 
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our heavenly Father in frequent, frequent prayer. 
And then let him be of good comfort, the blelfing 
of Gad will be his portion. ‘ Gad, a troop fhall o- 
‘ vercome him, but he {hall overcome at the laft.’ 
See Gen. xlix. 19. 

Our dear friend prefents Ids love ; and willies 
you may be very zealous for the Lord God of hofts. 
—You have conftantly an interelt in my beft pray- 
ers, but I am utterly unworthy to approach the im- 
maculate purity and infinite holinefs of the great 
God;—yet blefied be his adorable name for Jefus 
Chrift.—Oh ! let us fly to Chrift. ‘ Turn ye to this 
‘ ftrong hold, ye prifoners of hope.’ Let us call 
our every burden upon the Lord Redeemer; have 
accefs into the holielt through his precious blood ; 
and truft in his ever-acceptable interceffion ; for 
he intercedes (delightful truth!) he intercedes for 
TRANSGRtssoits.—I am, dear Sir, &c. 

LETTER CLXXX. 

Dear Sir, 

MR. Hayward and Mr. Pike’s Cafes of Con- 
fcience, are printed in two volumes, the lirft 

of which I here fend you. I return you Smollett’s 
Hiftory of England, and Weft’s Pindar, with 
thanks. How empty all thefe polite pieces appear, 
compared with the facred page ! May this delight 
our tafte, for this alone can comfort our heart.— 
What I propofed to write relating to the fubjeft of 
Vifiting on Sundays, * was executed the beginning 
of laft week : Yet to fay the truth, I am in fome 
meafure backward to propagate and enforce it; be- 
caufe till people begin to tafte fomething of the 
love of God, and find delight in Chrift Jefus, fuch 
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:ruths, I doubt, will only ftartle, and make them 
dread religion as burdenfome. 

—Thanks for the venifon. We cannot drefs it 
to-day. All my family are to be at court this 
morning. The King of heaven has fent pofitive 
arders, and will not excufe either man-fervant or 
maid-fervant.—Won’t you give us your company in 
:he afternoon? When Mr. performs the whole 
ervice at my church, I fancy you will not be dif- 
ppointed nor unedified ; he feems to have a ready 
Iterance, a very good voice, and a fervent zeal 

tor the honour of Chrift •, may the arrow of the 
ofpel go forth from his lips as the lightning !—I 
ope, you will bring your wife with you ; fuch 
ively preaching as I expcil, may be a bluffing to 
ou both.—Oli! that Chrift may guide us with 
lis counfel, and warm us with his love,—make us 
feful in our generation, and meet for his heaven- 

y kingdom ! 
Why does our friend talk of not accepting , 

recaufe it is a paultry living ? Surely he would not 
reckon that a paultry thing, whicKgave him an op- 
portunity of preaching Chrift, and winning fouls, 
f he did, he would not be able to fay with a cer- 
ain minifter now in glory, ‘ I feek not yours, but 
you.’—The blefied hope of that glory is enough, 

s enough: Lord, ftrengthen it, brighten it, iu- 
fcreafe it, ever more and more.—Oh ! that mini- 
sters may work for their dying Lord, while they 
rave health; remembering that ficknefs may confine 
hem to their chamber, and death will imprifon 
hem in the grave.—God almighty give us courage, 
hat we may fight the good fight of faith; and pru- 

dence, that we may not diffionour our high calling, 
jjtere long, eternity receives us, and then we reft 

ftom our labours : then we forget our tranfient toil, 
midft innumerable ages of perfection, and glory, 
md joy.—For all this, not unto us, O Lord Jefus, 

U u 2 
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not unto us, but unto tliy love, thy righteoufnefs, 
thy interceflion, be the praife ! 

—What fay you to my late well-meant admoni- 
tion ? You are not offended, I hope. We muff be 
faithful to each other, or elfe how can we expe£t 
to meet with comfort, at the great tribunal; to 
meet with transport, amidft the angels of light ? 

—I have not heard from Biddeford ; as foon as I 
receive information, it fhall be communicated to 
you.—And may the Lord fulfil that promife to us ‘ 
both ; ‘ I will inform thee, and teach thee, in the 
1 way wherein thou lhalt go.’ 

—Pray have you got Dr. Armfirong’s poem on 
health ? It is highly extolled by Mr. Wharton, the 
tranflator of Virgil, as a moll correft, and (which 
with him feems to comprehend all excellency) a 
claffical performance. I fliould like to peep upon 
it by way of amufement; for as to the blelfing it 
celebrates, I expefl it not, till this vile body is 
made like unto Chrift’s glorious body. Blelfed be 
God for this delightful hope; may it every day be 
brighter in you, and brighter in 

Your moll affeftionate, &c. 

LETTER CLXXXI. 

My dear Friend, 

SIncerefl: thanks for your benevolent offices ; may 
they, through our great High Prieft, and the 

incenfe of his atonement, go up as a memorial be- 
fore God ; not as a demand, (we may obferve), not 
as a bill drawn upon heaven, but only as a memo- 
rial ! 

I had a very rcftlefs night, tore ahnofl to pieces 
by my cough. Strange ! that thefe flimly veffels 
can bear fuch violent ftraining! that none of them 
will burff, and let the battered foul flip away, to 
her eternal reft in Chrift ! 
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—-Here are two fets of the Meditations, with 

which you may gratify fome of your acquaintance. 
The Lord Jefus Chriit grant, that they may pro- 
mote his glory. Do not you often with, often pray, 
that the fame blefled effedt may be produced by 
your book ? We authors fhculd not be like the oft- 
riches in the wildernefs, cruel and forgetful of their 
iyoung. Lam. iv. 3. 

—If you have Dr. Grey’s tranflation of Hawkins 
Browne’s Latin poem on the Immortality of the 

■Soul, favour me with the fight of it; it is a grand 
|fubje£ti it is a glorious fubjeft; and, when confi- 
dered in connexion with Jefus Chrifi:, it is a de- 
lightful fubject. O ! that it may incite us to aim, 
mot at the things which are feen, for they are tem- 
iiporal; but at the things which are not feen, for 
athey are eternal. 

I have found the little treatife, entitled, Recove- 
iry from Sicknefs. It is one of the moft pertinent 
and rational, the moft animating and encouraging, 
that I have feen on the occafion.—Few proper^r 
Ipieces, I think, can be put into a fick perfon’s 
jhand. May the Lord God, omnipotent and gra- 
icious, accompany it with his bleffing ! 

—I am always complaining; complaining of my 
opoor body; but, I truft, more and more refigned 
cto the unerring and gracious will of my Lord. 

I beg, I intreat you, if you value the honour of 
tithe gofpel, that you will difluade thofe polite per- 
isifons you mention, from coming to hear me to-mor- 
:row.—My fpirits fink more and more.—I am vifited 
with fome returns of my hacking cough ; perhaps, 
I fhall not be able to fpeak at all. Such difagree- 
lable circumftances will only expofe me, and create 
jin them very unpleafing ideas of what I fhall deli- 
!»ver. My imagination is gone ;—I am fenfible my 
■jfermons are flat, and my voice fpiritlefs. Why 
.(therefore fhould you bring perfons of tafte to ice 

U u 3 
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the nakednefs of the land ?—The poor country-peo- 
ple love me tenderly, and therefore bear wich my 
infirmities ; elfe I fhould no longer attempt to 
preach, even before them.—I am now unfit to ap- 
pear in the pulpit. 

I hope Dr. Swan’s journey will be blefied to the 
refloration and ellabliihment of-his health. I wifli 
I may never forget the text, on which he heard the 
minifter of Wefton preach: I wilh, we may all en- 
joy the blefling comprifed and promifed in it. ‘ I 
‘ will pray the Father, and he fhall give you ano- 
‘ ther Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
‘ ever.’—Don’t you, my dear friend, think of fuch 
things ? talk of fuch things to your lady, and in- 
ftrudl your children in fuch things?—O ! let us re- 
member, the Judge is at the door, and eternity is 
near.—I heartily wifh Mrs. a fpeedy recovery, 
and a fandlified improvement of her afilidtion. See, 
my dear friend, hotv all fielh is grafs; but Jefus 
and his great falvaticn endureth forever; here is 
i'deed an everlafting pofleffion. The text particu- 
larly fit for me and for you to meditate on, (viz. 
Heb. i. 2, 3.) I will preach on next Sunday.—Can 
^ny be more grand in itfelf, or more confolatory to 
us finners ? 

How go you on ? *do you fee any opening in the 
affair, we lalt talked about ? are you come to any 
determination ? Remember him, who fees, this ve- 
ry moment, all the confequences of every hep we 
take ; and who hath faid, in tender compaffion to 
our ignorance, ‘ The Lord fhail guide thee contin- 
‘ ually.’—Pray, beware of precipitate refolutions, 
“ Feftina lente.”—Whatever we do, whitherfoever 
we go, may we fay with the pfalrnift, ‘ Phis God 
‘ is our God for ever and ever ; he fhall be our 
‘ guide even unto death.’—My weak ftate of body 
difpirits my mind, and enervates my hand.—Oh ! 
that I may be ftrong in faith, joyful through hope^ 

- 
■ 

i 
■ 

- 
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| and rooted in charity!—and not I only, but my 
S dear friend, whofe 1 am 

Cordially and inviolably, while, &c. 

LETTER CLXXXII. 

11 Dear Sir, 

IT' Should be glad to fuggeft any thing, either for 
X your improvement or confolation.—But what 
can I fuggeft, while you entertain fuch hard thoughts 
of Chrift, and will nc<: be perfuaded out of this 
ftrange notion, “ That the curfe of God has light- 

N “ ed on you, and will follow you to the grave ?” 
R Such a thought (and it muft be taken up without 
R any real foundation) not only renders you extreme- 
[1 ly miferable, but will blaft all your future ufeful- 
b nefs.—Suppofe you had rebelled againft God, even 
■ in a more extraordinary degree than even your own 
(i imagination can paint; and fuppofe you was re- 
{ jecfed by him at the prefent, yet what fays the a- 
Spoftle St. James? chap. iv. 10. 1 Humble yourfelf 

‘ in the fight of the Lord, and he will lift you up.’ 
As to the quotation from Mr.  ’s letter to 

you, wherein he obferves, with a kind of trium- 
q phant malignity, f‘ that the devil had taken an ad- 
11 “ vantage of you, in relation to fome imprudent 
> “ management in the affair at —, &c. &c. &c. 
* “ and dragged you, as he exprclfes it, through a 
* “ horfe-pond, dirtied and wet, to the great diver- 
* “ lion of the fpedftatorsj” I alk, of what fpedlators? 
D Of the worldly-minded only, and the envious, to 
^ whom your former flourifhing ftate, as a fivft-rate 
K Chriftian, was a conftant and vifible reproach ; yet 
^ Chrift (though you are now thus deprefled) is ftill 

; your friend, and will break Satan’s teeth; and 
though dirty, will cleanfe you ; though wet, will 

1 receive and warm you. 
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Nov'- let me put a queflion to you:—Would you 

rejeft your child, becaufe, when dreffed in its heft 
clothes, he had met with a like misfortune ?—Or 
fuppofe he had rambled out in the fnow, and 
fcratched himfelf with briars, and come to you 
bleeding and cold, would you turn him out of 
doors, when he claimed your pity ?—We do not 
know Chrift well enough!—How kind! how good 
he is to us !—What is my kindnefs and compaffion 
for you (on which you feem to place fo high a va- 
lue) in comparifon of Chrift’s ?—Have I been nail- 
ed to the crofs for you?—Oh pray earned]y to 
Him ; for 

 To Him, to Him, ’tis giv’n, 
Paffion, and care, and anguifh to dedroy ; 
Thro’ Him foft peace and plenitude of joy 
Perpetual o’er the world redeem’d fhall flow. 

Prior’s Solsmo/i. 

He has fatisfied God for all your fins;—he is your 
advocate,—and has procured for you the ineltimable 
gift of the Holy Spirit to fubdue your iniquities.— 
Cultivate the love of God in your heart, and he will 
make your path of duty plain before you. I dare 
fay, God will make you more abundantly ufeful 
than ever. Oh bring your mind off from this de- 
ftruftive notion, “ That the curfe of God follows 
“ you.”—This is a fuggeftion of Satan’s, to prevent 
your ufefulnefs :—but remember that text, ‘ The 
‘ Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
* temptation,’ 2 Pet. ii. 9. and he will certainly de- 
liver you out of this, and reftore you to his won- 
ted favour. 

Don’t fele£l: fuch terrifying texts for your medi- 
tation, as in your letter you tell me you have done. 
—It is as improper, as if you fliould eat the coldelt 
melon, or ufe the moft flight covering, when flnv- 
ering with an ague. Chufe, the morning after you 
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It receive this letter, (by way of antidote to the texts 
) of your own feledting), the following for your me- 
j ditation ; ‘ His mercy is greater than the heavens,' 

Pfal. cviii. 4. ‘ His mercy endureth for ever,’ Pfal. 
cxviii. i.- Put together thefe two expreffions, and 
fee whether they don’t amount to more than either 
your imprudences, or your diftrefs.—You have, to 
be fure, done amifs, and dealt foolifhly in the mat- 

1 ter of  . God forbid I Ihould juftify your 
: conduct;—but oh ! let it not be faid, let it not be 

once furmifed, that it is beyond the reach of God’s 
unmeafurable goodnefs to pardon, or of Chrift’s im- 

! menfely rich merits to expiate. The Lord loves you 
I with an everlafting love; and take, if you pleafe, 

the latter part of the xxxth of Ifaiah, ver. 18. for 
your contemplation ;—the words are, ‘ For the Lord 
‘ is a God of judgement; blefied are they that wait 

I ‘ for him.’ 
None can tell, none can think, what mercy there 

t! is with the Lord ; with inconceivable tendernefs his 
i bowels yearn towards the weakeft, fraileft believer 
i in his dear Son.—"We have dilhonoured his holinel's, 
Band violated his laws; but let us not, to accumulate 

our follies, derogate from the boundlcfs riches of 
I his mercy in Jefus Chrift, to all thofe who feek and 
; entreat it.—There is a wide difference between hu- 
1 miliation and defpair.—Draw near to Chrift with 

.s an humble boldnefs. 
IMay you fee many, many years on earth; and 

when the earth (hall be no more, may you be receiv- 
ed into the New Jerufalem ; where dwelleth righ- 
teoufnefs, confummate righteoufnefs and everlafting 

: happinefs.—This, my dear Sir, is my earneft wifli 
and fervent prayer for you, and for myfelf; who 
am, with great compaftion and true regard, 

Your obliged humble fcrvaut and friend. 

P. S. My favourite author Liborius Zimmerman- 
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nus, whifpers to me on this occafion the following 
paflage: “ Said I not unto thee, If thou wouldft 
“ believe, thou Ihouldft see the glory of God, 
“ and experience his goodnefs, when leaft deferved, 
“ or rather notorioully forfeited ?” Hence may 
we be convinced, that his loving-kindnefs is un- 
bounded, is unwearied, is infinite; as much fur- 
paffing all our follies and all our thoughts, as the 
world of waters exceeds the drop of a bucket.—Oh 
for a fpirit of fteady faith, to live under the conti- 
nual belief of this precious, precious truth. 

LETTER CLXXXIII. 

Dear Sir, Saturday Morning. 

I Am forry to hear, that Mr.   Ihould think 
my doftrine tends to the introduftion of licen- 

tioufnefs.—Far, very far from it!—Mine is the ge- 
nuine doctrine of the fcriptures; and the only doc- 
trine to reclaim mankind, as it encourages finners 
not to continue in their fins,-but to turn unto their 
injured Lord, and receive falvation at his beneficent 
hand. ‘ Him that cometh to me, I will in no wife 
‘ call out,’ are our blefled Mailer’s own words ; and 
all my writings, preaching, and converfation, are 
founded on that comfortable declaration to my loft, 
undone fellow-creatures; that tender invitation to 
thofe, in whom there is no health. 

But Mr.   is offended at this.—He, like the 
Egyptian tafkmafters of old, requires men to make 
brick without ftraw.—“ Let us (fays he, unmind- 
ful of our impotence) make ourfelves better, and 
then go to Chrift, who will receive us favourably 
for our works fake.”—But in this view, our works, 
even if we could perform them, without the grace 
of Chrift, would be ineffe£lual *. Are thefe capa- 

* See Luke xvii. io. 
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ble of expiating the guilt of a polluted race, and 
of procuring falvation ?—If our works could do 
this, then thefe and not Chrift would be our Sa- 

, viour.—If we had a right to demand a recompence 
for our works, even on a fuppofition they were 
perfeft, then a Redeemer and his death would be 
ufelefs; furely, therefore, Mr.  ’s notions are 
contrary to the whole tenor of the gofpel ! May 
the divine Spirit open his eyes, and incline his heart 
to difcover that Chrift offers himfelf to all who 
will come. The vileft of men have juft the fame 
right to Chrift and his merits, as the belt of men ; 
a right founded not on their awakened defires, not 
on any thing in themfelves, but purely, folely, en- 
tirely, on the free grant of a Saviour.—We are all 
finners, though in a more or lefs degree; and we 

i muff all flee to Chrift for fpiritual bleflings, not as 
1 deferring, but as guilty creatures ; a fad mortifica- 
tion this to the proud worldlings, or to the felf- 

I righteous moralift, whom it is the defign of the 
gofpel to humble. 

Mr.   (as I dare fay you have often heard 
him) fpeaks of heaven made eafy, ‘ upon condition 
‘ of obedience to the gofpel-ccmmands.’ * —This 

i would not be very eafy to me, whatever it might be 
| to Aim. But if heaven and eternal life be ‘ the gift 

‘ of God through Jefus Chrift,’ and given us on ac- 
count of his obedience unto death, then it is eafy 

I indeed.—What love is here ! Well might the apo- 
ftle Paul fay, that ‘ the love of Chrift conftraineth 
‘ us.’ Chrift makes us free; and thofe whom he 
makes free, are f free indeed. This is the way of 
falvation pointed out to us by the wifdom of the 
Almighty.—May our eyes be enlightened to fee this 

* Air. H' rvey had feen fo bad an life made by the Socinians, 
of conditions and requifites, in opnofition to the doftr'me of 
free yrace. that he could by no means allow even faith, much 

1 lefs &ur obedience, to be oal ed a condition. 
John viii. 36. 
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way, which many wife men overlook, at which 
many great men are offended ! 

I wiih Mr. would iludy his Bible more, and 
the claffics lefs.—There is little good to be got by 
reading the fcripture carelefsly: but he who hum- 
bly applies to God for direction, and exercifes him- 
felf therein conftantly and confcientioully, will find 
fuch an efficacy, as is not to be found in any other 
book whatever:—and therefore it is called, by way 
of pre-eminence, the BIBLE (or the BOOK;) 
importing, that as this, and only this, is a divine 
work, no other books can be compared, or even 
fo much as named with it. It is the Book of 
books; the Book of God. Mr. however ne- 
glects this book, I fear; and indeed, if I may 
fpeak my fentiments to you freely, I look upon 
him to be fo puffed up with pride, and the conceit 
of his own abilities, that his paffions run away with 
him, and he fires at every thing which thwarts any 
of the notions he has imbibed.—Is not fuch a one 
difqualified for friendflup ?—Can a man of his dif- 
pofition attend coolly to arguments againft his pre- 
conceived opinions, how modeftly or forcibly foever 
fuch arguments may be urged ?—This furely is not 
the fpirit of the gofpel; nor are thefe the qualities 
of one who profeffes himfelf a difciple of that Maf- 
tcr, whofe exhortation is, ‘ Learn of me, for I am 
‘ lowly and meek.’ I have no hopes of doing Mr. 
 any good ; and as wre think fo very differently, 
the lefs we have to do with one another, perhaps, 
the better. He really is not now fit even for a com- 
panion, much lefs for a bofom-friend. No man can 
be a proper affociate (as a writer of no fmall pene- 
tration has judicioufly remarked) in w'hom thefe or 
fuch like infirmities are predominant; namely, 

1. If he be referred, or be incapable of commu- 
nicating his mind freely.—2. If he be haughty, 
and proud of his knowledge*, imperious in his dif- 
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pofition, and fond of impofing his own fentiments 
im us.—3. If he be pofitive, and will difpute to 
• he end, by refilling the cleareft evidence, rather 
:han be overcome.—4. If he be fretful and peevifh 
;eady to take tilings in a wrong fenfe.—5. If he af- 
>e£t wit on all occafions, and is full of his conceits, 
»uns, quibbles, jells, and repartees. Thefe may 
Agreeably entertain and animate an hour of mirth, 
nut they have no place in the fearch after truth. 
^ 6. If he carry about him a fort of craft and cun- 
ting, and difguife, acling rather like a fpy than a 
fiend. Have a care of fuch a one as will make an 
!1 ufe of freedom in converfation, and immediate- 

charge you with Ihocking tenets, when you hap- 
en to differ from thofe fentiments which authori- 

or cultom has eltabliffied. 
7. In Ihort, avoid the man who pracflifes any 

iiing that is unbecoming the chara£ter of a fincere, 
pee, and open fearcher after truth. And above all 
hings, pray and work againll all evil qualities in 

tour own brealt. 
I had a letter lately from our old acquaintance 

1 the Well, who complains grievoufly of his bur- 
hens, as he calls them. It feems he has ten chil- 

«ren; and is hipped to death, left he and his fami- 
T Ihould be reduced to beggary. His income to be 

lure is fcanty and precarious ; but I conjured him 
fjot to be diffident of providence, reminded him of 

r bleffed Mailer’s charge (Matth. vi. 25.) againft 
ing too anxious about our fubfiftence in this life; 
d I fent him likewife the following palTage from 
poem of the Rev. Mr. Onely’s ; alluring him at 

ne fame time, that if he would have a due con- 
3 prn for the things that are God’s, then God would 

i fo be careful of him and his. 

But daughters, fons—alas ! thy weaknefs fcan ; 
Know prefcience never was defign’d for man. 

X x 
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Their wants you dread, fome able hand fupplies; ; 
Their wealth you build, fome accident deftroys. 
From thee fome mites, and honeft fame be giv’n; 
The reft—from virtue, and the care of heav’n. 

He fays, if he had not been deprived of| 
foresight, he had never married; and byway 
of explanation fent me an odd quotation, which I 
have here tranfcribed, “ I cannot but admire the. 
“ wifdom of nature, in denying to men and women? 
“ that forefight when they are young, which they 
“ acquire at a greater age ; for without that, I be- 
“ lieve the world could not fubfift above fourfcore 
“ years, and a new creation of men would be want- 
“ ed once every hundred years at leaft; fince the 
“ inconveniencies of marriage, are experimentally 
“ known to overbalance the conveniencies.—This 
“ young folks will not believe, and thus the 
“ world is peopled.” 
■* Your friend Colonel has made a prefent of 
Steel’s Chriftian Hero, to all his officers.—I wifh, 
when he had been in fuch a difpofition, that he had 
given to all the common men, Dr. Woodward’s Sol- 
dier’s Monitor.—This book was wrote by the com-i 
mand of Queen Anne, as I have been told, and de-| 
livercd to every foklier at the government’s ex-| 
pence. The Sailor’s Monitor, wrote by the famei 
hand, was given to every failor.—And I think it| 
very impolitic in the government, to difcontinue fojj 
well-judged a donation.— If I was chaplain to a re-i 
giment, I would preach before the foldiers on this; 
text; ‘ I have fet the Lord always before me: be- 
‘ caufe he is.at my right hand, 1 ftiall not be mov-l 
‘ ed.’ Pfal. xvi. 8. 

Your reflections on feeing the Ikeleton at Ox- j 
ford, and on your near view of death (in the emble- I 
matical lhape of a fkeleton with an hour glafs and! 
a dart) advancing towards you in your late ficknefs, j 
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T-have fuel) a fimilarity with thofe of a worthy friend 
Sof mine, as I think will both furprife and pleafe 
you.—“ Oh ! my dear Sir,” fays he, “ to ta/i of 
“ death, and to enter in earneft upon dying, are 

■!“ two different things.—To view the meflenger, 
,:“who comes from the Judge of all, as actually 
; “ approaching with his open commiffion in one 
I “ hand, and his uplifted dart to execute it in ano- 

ther, (an expedting grave and eternal judgement 
f “ in his immediate train), is as different as to view 
jj“ a painted lion, who is only terrible on canvas, 

■“ and adtually to fee him with his rolling eyes, and 
1“ really to hear his tremendous roar.” 

Have you feen the Rev. Mr. Adam’s practical 
jj.Ledtures on the Church-catechifm ?—He is an ex- 
i perienced Chriftian,—and a fpirited performance it 
•<is.—The fame gentleman wrote the preface to Mr. 
T (Truro) Walker’s heart-fearching fermons. Dr. S— 
at made me a prefent of it; and wrote in the blank 
a leaf before the title-page, “ What betwixt the fren- 
: “ zy of anger, the ague of hopes and fears, the fe- 
" “ ver of love, the confumption of envy, cur diftem- 
' “ pered minds are kept under a continual difeafe, 

againfl: which thefe ledtures are a certain fpeci- 
fic.”—Mr. Adam is redior of Wintringham in 

i}; Lincolnfliire ;—and has made, I am told, an amaz- 
• ing reformation amongft the people in that neigh- 
>: bourhood, who before his fcttlement amongft them 
v, were remarkably diffolute and ignorant.—He fpares 
* no pains in difeharging his minifterial duty. His 
8 congregations are very large, I hear; and men, wo- 
n men, and children, come ten or a dozen of miles 
&: to attend his preaching. 

A gentleman lent me the other day, Dr. Leland’s 
View of the principal Deiftical writers: amongft 

n which is one Morgan, who ftiles himfelf a Mo- 
Mral philosopher; a charadler which is of late 
1, grown very fafhionable amongft our modern Deifts; 

X 2 
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but they might with equal propriety, call them- 
felves miraculous healers; for they could 
as foon heal a decayed body by their moral philo- 
fophy, as they could cure the fm-fick foul by it.— 
Miferable teachers are all fuch, who thus pretend 
to reform either themfelves, or mankind.—He on- 
ly can call out devils out of the foul, who can fay 
to the leper, ‘ Be thou cleanand to the ftorm, 
‘ Be thou Hill.’—He only can heal the decayed bo- 
dy, who hath faid to the paralytic, ‘ Take up thy 
‘ bed and walk.’ 

I am, dear Sir, with great rcfpe<£f, and much 
efteem, your moft obliged, and very humble fer- 
vant. 

P. S. I have a particular reafon for defiring you 
would give me your well-weighed opinion of the 
amiable Dr. Watt’s orthodoxy and charity 
united.—It is wrote with an excellent defign.— 
The gentleman who perfuaded me to purchafe it, 
is a perfon of great candor, learning, and piety. 
He is fo fond of this book, that he has recom- 
mended it to all his diftant acquaintance ; and rare- 
ly goes into any company, without introducing it 
in the converfation ; he extols it in the ftrongeft 
terms, as a piece which no Chriftian ought to be 
without, fince its grand end is to promote charita- 
ble fentiments and praftices towards one another, 
amidfb the numerous follies and errors of the time. 
—Would to God our religious differences were 
properly fettled on a fure foundation, that the con- 
tending parties were reconciled in love ; and that 
1 all we who call ourfelves Chriftians, might hold 
< the faith in unity of fpirit, in the bond of peace, 
‘ and in righteoufnefs of life.’ Amen, and amen. 
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LETTER CLXXXIV. 

Dear Sir, IDeJlon-Favell, Nov. 4. 1757. 
1Y O U wonder at my delay in anfwering your 

very friendly letter. This is the true eaufe. 
When I received your favour, I was very bufy, in 
difpatching to the prefs my three faft-fermons, late- 
ly publilhed. By feme accident your letter was mif- 
laid, and could not be found. This day it came to 

i light; and, the moment I looked upon the date, it 
i. ftruck me with a painful regret, a regret almoft e- 
: qual to the pleafure I enjoyed in your edifying con- 
verfation. 

Your lady has fhewn the molt welcome complai- 
" fance to me, and to the # rofe ; to me, in accept- 
i ing what is lefs than a trifle ; to the rofe, in putting 
I it to fuch a ufe. Could that poor vegetable be fen- 
x Able, it would rejoice to be a remembrancer of its 
moft amiable Creator. The prophet calls upon the 

I whole creation, inanimate as it is, to exult and tri- 
umph in the grace of our incarnate God. ‘ Sing, O 

: ‘ heavens; be joyful, O earth; break forth into 
‘ finging, ye mountains; O forefts, and every tree,’ 

iv whether cultivated or wild; ‘ for the Lord,’ by his 
in incarnation, blood, and righteoufnefs, ‘ has redeem- 
1* ed Ifrael, and glorified himfelf,’ molt magnifi- 

■ cently difplayed all his divine perfections in the 
ifalvation of Jacob. 

I heartily wilh, that Mrs. may become, e- 
very day, more and more acquainted with the Rose 

1 of Sharon ; that his lovelinefs, riches, and glory 
•.may be revealed in her heart, by the Holy Ghoft. 
xHappy the fouls, in which this flower of heaven 

* When this gentleman was at Wefton, Mr. Hervey (as he 
iiwalked with him in the garden) plucked a ro'.e, and dr fired 
lihim to prefent it to his wife, to put her in mind of the Ross 
i of Sharon. She paid that regard to the giver and the gift, 
Iias to put it into a frame with a ghfs. 

I . . 
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bloffbms; which are charmed with its beauty, and 
rcfrefhed with its odours. Their happinefs will not 
fade as a leaf, but, like the merit and mercy of 
their Lord, will be new every morning; new every 
moment, new through eternal ages. 

I wifh I could gratify your benevolent temper, 
by giving you a comfortable account of my health. 
But nothing adminiflered for its fuccour and re- 
ftoration, fucceeds. It feems to be the will of our 
great Phyfician, that my ftrength fhould be labour 
and forrow. May his holy will be done ; only may 
my faith in his blood be ftrong, and my love of 
his name be warm. Then I fhall meet you, ere 
long, amidft the innumerable company of angels, 
and no more complain, ‘ My head, my headno 
more fay, ‘ I am lick.’ 

How fhall I recompenfe my generous dodfor, 
for prescribing without a fee ? By wifliing, that he 
may never want the aid, which he fo kindly ten- 
ders to his 

AffedUonate friend, and 
Brother in Chrift, See. j 

LETTER CLXXXV. 

Dear Sir, 

UPon a repeated review of your Iketches for in- 
flrudfing your family on Sunday evenings, I 

really don’t know how to improve them.—I think 
they are well digefted;—but when you exercife 
your talent in Speaking from thefe fketches, don’t 
forget to implore a bleffing on what you are going 
about.—Stir up the gift of God which is in you by 
a zealous ufe of them, and you yourfelf will im- 
prove them better than I can for you.—I fhall on- 
ly fuggefl, that as foon as you have finifhed, fet 
down as frefh heads for another occafion, what 
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3i new thoughts occured to you while you was fpeak- 
tiing. Oh ! let us work while the day lafts ! My 
ddear friend, the Judge is at the door, and eternity 
jiat hand. May we w,atch and pray always, that we 
■ may be found worthy to Hand before the Son of 
a man at his coming. 

I inclofe part of a letter, fent by a clever man 
ai and no mean fcholar. 

“ This with infinite pleafure I can inform you, 
P “ that I am now brought to a fenfe of my duty, 
* “ to which I was an entire ilranger till lately.— 
: “ Glory be to God, I have now fome concern up- 
j> “ on my mind, fome ferious thoughts of a future 
11 “ Hate !—How amazing is it, that a perfon fhould 
Ji “ arrive at my years, without knowing any thing 

“ of the religion he profefles ! ftrange as it is, this 
“ was my cafe; for till within thefe fix months, I 

B “ was as much in the dark as to fpiritual affairs, as 
^ ‘f one that had never heard the name of Chrift. 
w “ The Bible was to me the fame as an unknown 
^ “ language, and all my pretences to religion were 
“ “ nothing but a mere lifelefs formality. Oh that 
r* “ the inexpreffible marks of the love of my God 
^ “ and his goodnefs to me, may increafe the love I 

“ owe to him, more and more every day !” 
Our friend Mr. H , who you know is a great 

5 favourer of the myftic writers, has defired me to 
t read Mr. Law’s Spirit of Prayer, and Spirit of Love, 
f which is an appendix to it. I fhall afk him, whe- 
B ther he defigned it to puzzle or edify me ?—I am 
fj fure it has done the firft to me, may it do the lat- 
>1 ter to him.—Oh ! what need have we to pray for 
p that bleifed Spirit, which may lead us unto all 
f truth ! 

I begin to be weaned from human writings, even 
1 from the mofi: applauded.—The pure milk of the 
) divine word my foul covets. Don’t you relifli its 
1 fweetnefs, and tafte its power more and more ? The 
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apoftle injoins us ‘ in every thing to give thanks, 
‘ for this is the will of God,’ (1 ThelT. v. 18.)$ and 
if we are to thank him for every thing, how ought 
we to thank him, how can we fufficiently thank 
him, for fuch a treafury of bleflings as the holy Bi- 
ble contains for us ?—And yet,—is it credible ?— 
there are, there are thofe, who negle£l: thefe gra- 
cious tidings of a reconciliation with God, through 
the mediation of his own Son Jefus Chrift. 

But whatever be the conduft of others, let you 
and I, dear Sir, efteem it as it deferves, and fay 
with the Pfalmift, ‘ I will delight myfelf in thy fta- 
‘ tutes, I will not forget thy word. Make me to 
‘ underfland the way of thy precepts, fo lhall I talk 
‘ of thy wondrous works.’—David, you fee, pray- 
ed to God for illumination, and talked of divine 
things. That this may be accomplilhed in us, and 
that we may follow David’s example, I dare fay you 
will add an amen, to the amen of, 

Dear Sir, 
Yours very fincerely. 

. P. S. I am told, and grieved I am to hear it, 
that the once zealous Mr. is grown quite in- 
dolent, (no very laudable character for a clergy- 
man), and has entirely laid afide his tranllation and , 
improvement of the elegant Dr. Stearne, De vifita- 1 

tione infirmorum. He thewed me a fpecimen of 
it fome months ago. The tranflation was fpirited, ; 
and the notes well calculated to fupply the author’s 
deficiencies.—Nothing perhaps is more wanted, or 
would be more ufeful, (efpecially to the clergy), 
than a judicious treatife on vifiting the fick, in a 
neat pocket-volume ; but I am fenfible, there is 
nothing equally difficult to execute. I never yet 
faw one to my mind.—The Clergyman’s Compa- 
nion, as it is called, is little more than a colle&ion 
of prayers, with the order of vifitation of the fick, 



BLet. 186. OF LETTERS. 527 
k out of the common prayer, the communion fer- 
h vice, and the office of public and private baptifm. 
f If methinks fuch a man as Mr. W of T  
C could find time to fet about it, it would be done 
: effeftually, becaufe he is a moft experienced Chri- 
f ftian, and has long been accuftomed to the cham- 
H bers of the fick, and would write from fafts, and 
ii his own knowledge of the human mind.—I would 
>1 not give a ruffi for a jumble compiled from diffe- 
: rent authors.—That is the labour of the head, and 
)i not the feelings of the heart, and can never pro- 
/i duce the effefls I wiffi to fee. 

LETTER CLXXXVI. 

Dear Sir, IVeJlon-Favell, Jan. 8. 1757. 

it A T ANY thanks for your laft letter; indeed it 
.11V1 delighted and edified me. Think no more 
i;of making me any prefent from your colleftion of 
atbooks. It is in your power to give me a greater gra- 

tification, from the good treafure of your heart. 
I am particularly delighted with your interpreta- 

:>ition of 12b nx 2-ra. Your fenfe is grand and inex- 
■i preffibly important; and without your fenfe, me- 
tlthinks the whole tranflation is like a magnificent 
Oiportal, without a hinge to turn upon.—I am edifi- 
eed and comforted with your analyfis of the whole 
rverfe. A moft encouraging and truly-evangelical 
lareprefentation of the covenant of grace ! I am for- 
;ry you are diverted from enlarging upon fo excel- 

nlent a fubje£t. Let this work not be laid afide, but 
conly poftponed. 

I am much pleafed with your remarks on Dr. 
 ’s fermon. I faw it fometime ago, and thought 
i -with you, that he entirely miftook the meaning of 
iihis text; that his views of the gofpel were very 
idim, and his account of that miracle of grace, fal- 
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vation by Chriit, very lame. I had alfo the happi- 
nefs to be thoroughly of your opinion, with regard 
to his injudicious outcries againll reafon. I de- 
clare, I look upon my religion to be reafon in its 
higheft refinement. My reafon fays, ‘ Prove all 
‘ things admit nothing without a fatisfa&ory 
proof; and when any thing is proved to be reveal- 
ed by God, receive it as an oracle.—I cannot but 
think likewife, that every part of our religion (tho’ 
abfolutely undifcoverable by reafon) is, when dif- 
covertfd and underftood, perfectly rational, as it 
comports with the attributes of the Godhead, fuits 
the ftate of man, and is moll admirably adapted to 
difplay the divine glory, and redrefs human mifery. 
Whatever is formed with fuch a tendency, to this 
my reafon moft readily fubfcribes, and pronounces 
worthy of all acceptance. 

I hope by the time of the arrival of the inclofed 
frank, you will have a freight ready for the veffel: 
and to me, I allure you, it will be more precious 
than the merchandife of filver, or the gain of fine 
gold. 

You have taken an effeftual method, to make me 
(enervated as my arm is, and languid as my fpirits 
are) more pundlual for the future in my corre- 
fpondence. If this hand has ftrength to hold a pen, 
it {hall not be tardy in executing this office, or ra- 
ther in difcharging this debt any more. 

I am intirely of your opinion, with regard to 
the afpe£t of the times; there feems to be a black 
cloud hanging over the Proteftant world. I fear, 
we have abufed our privileges. Now, perhaps, the 
Lord is going to take his fan in his hand, and tho- 
roughly purge his floor. Prepare us, blefled Jefus! 
be our ftrength in an hour of trial! be our light in 
a day of darknefs ! 

I have had fome thoughts of publifhing a couple 
of fermons, preached on the two preceding faft 
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i days, relative to this important point; one upon 
slEzek. xviii. 27. the other upon Heb. xi. 28. Of 
ij thefe two difcourfes, contrary to ufual method, I 
s.happened to take notes. They pretend to nothing 
:srefined or extraordinary ; they affeft neither foaring 
rTentiments nor lofty ftyle; they are ftudioufly plain; 
Sionly I think, they enlarge more upon Chrift our 
ifanftification, our redemption, our only refuge, than 
rmoft of the difcourfes which I have feen written on 
.that occafion. Will you give me your advice, and 
put up a prayer for the divine direction ? 

I long for the arrival of your precious cargo; to 
(me it is peculiarly precious, as it makes evident, 
that life and immortality were known in ancient 

: times, and revealed in the ancient fcriptures. It 
rjfeems to me ftrange, and worfe than an ufelefs at- 
15tempt, to controvert, and endeavour to overthrow 
ithis truth.—May you, dear Sir, have much of the 
(Spirit of wifdom and underftanding, to difcover the 

5 truth ; much of the Spirit of counfel and of might, 
©to difplay, defend, and eftablilh the truth, even the 
r truth as it is in Jefus. 

Yours affectionately and gratefully, &c. 

I - 

LETTER CLXXXVII. 

I Dear Sir, Saturday Morning. 
T Find by the papers, that your old friend Dr. —, 
X the phyfician, is dead !—What a call to us to 
get our lamps trimmed, and our fouls ready for 
their exit!—what a forcible admonition to do good 

eto immortal fouls, while we have opportunity!— 
FMay the God of glory be ever with you, and blefs 
T you with all fpiritual bleffings ! 

I greatly wilh that thofe in the practice of phyfic 
•would ftudy St. Paul as well as Hippocrates,—and 
attend occafionally to the religious wants of their 
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patients, when they are confulted as to their bodily 
diforders. This would be adling the part of Chri- 
ftian phyficians.—This would be endeavouring to 
copy after the compaffionate Phyfician of mankind, 
who, while he cured the body, cured the foul. 

Being totally and continually filent at the pa- 
tient’s bedfide, is, I think, in fome meafure, deny- 
ing or being afhamed of the divine Redeemer, who 
bought us with his blood.—Is it not, as- it were, 
refufing to embark in his caufe ? How many fick 
might be improved and comforted by a phyfician, 
without any hindrance to his prefcriptions, detri- 
ment to his character, or lofs of his time ?—Oh ! 
that thefe mailers of the healing art, would fet the 
Lord always before them, and then he would diredt 
their paths ! 

I was.looking the other day into the life of Sir 
Philip Sidney, who wrote the Arcadia, in Queen 
Elizabeth’s time;—and I find it recorded of him, 
that, “ being {hot in the thigh in encountering the 
“ Spaniard’s near Zutphen in Holland, and parch- 
“ ed with thirft, a bottle of liquor was procured 
“ for him; and juft as Sir Philip was about 
“ drinking it, a poor foldier in the fame condition, 
<( bleeding and ghaftly, was carried along by him, 
“ and call up his dying eyes at the fame bottle ; 
“ which Sir Philip perceiving, took it from his 
“ own mouth, and gave it to the poor man, with 
“ thefe words. Thy tieceffity, honej} friend, is yet great- 
“ er than mine.”—He told the furgeons when they 
cut him, “ that they had indeed a man under their 
“ hands of a fenfible and delicate nature, yet one 
“ to whom the great Redeemer had given power 
“ above himfelf, either to do or fnjfer; and there- 
“ fore defired they would not throw a blemilh on 
“ their art, through over-tendernefs.” 

His laft words were, “ Love my memory:—che- 
“ rifli my friends:—their fidelity to me may allure 
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‘ you they are honeft :—but above all govern your 
‘ own will and affections, by the will and word of 
‘ your Creator and Saviour; in me beholding the 
‘ end of this world, and all its vanities.” I will 
warrant you, the foldiers remembered thefe words 
jf their general; and fo would the Tick, in like 
manner, long remember the words of their phyfi- 
cian, if he would now and then introduce a fewr re- 
igious hints, and drop occafionally a linking fen- 
:ence or two, with propriety and ferioufnefs. 

Worldly craftinefs is a bad guide ; I wiffi you 
may have religious diferetion for yours, as Tele- 

iimachus had for the difereet Mentor,—and that you 
(would begin (inltead of paying court to the great) 
<:o court fouls for the everlafting Bridegroom.  
IThis is your true intereft,—and will avail vou, 
jlwhen every worldly confideration will be found in- 
fcffeCtuaL 

As foon as I had read Mr. ’s letter, I burnt 
,:t, according to your defire.—Who can now re- 
prieve the fyllables, fentences, and words ? Thus 
iffre the fins, all the fins of them that believe in the 
fdivine Jefus, done away. What a privilege ! what 

a bleffing ! fhould not our fouls exult in it ? Ihould 
Knot our difeourfe dwell upon it ? 
i| Adieu, dear Sir;—and believe me with great re- 
nfpeCt, and hearty wdfhes for your prefent and etcr- 

al welfare,—yours, &c. 

LETTER CLXXXVIII. 

u Dear Sir, Wefion-Favell, April 16. 173 7. 

jn|_JElievc me, your letters are far from fatiguing 
IJD me ; they refrelh me even under my greatelt 
jWeaknefs. They tell me of Jefus which was cru- 
tljcified, the only cordial for my drooping foul. 

What do you think is the meaning of—‘ But this 
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‘ fhall be with burning and fewel of fife ?’ If. ix. 5. 
Is nbsNQ a fubftantive? I fhould rather take it for an 
adjeftive, agreeing with jw. Let the interpretation 
of this place fill the cafe of your letter. 

I am railed indeed from my bed, but not releaf- 
ed from my chamber, after a violent fever. The 
two preceding Sundays I have been enabled to offi- 
ciate for myfelf; and my diforder has left upon me 
fo grievous a cough, as makes my days, efpecially 
my nights, become labour and forrow.—Pray fa- 
vour me with the continuation of your thoughts. 
They cheer and comfort me, in my languid eftate. 
—The two fermons were tranfcribed before this 
Jicknefs feized me. And fince I have your encour- 
agenrent, they {hall foon (if my life is prolonged) 
be put to the prefs. I propofe to entitle them, The 
Time of Danger, and The Way of Safety. * The 
Lord God omnipotent accompany them with his 
bleffing ! Mean they are, as the ftones from the 
fhepherd’s fling : but I remember it is written, j 
‘ They fhall fubdue with fling-ftones.’ In this wordl 
do I trufl, in this word do I comfort me.—May our 
Lord Jefus Chrifl himfelf, and God even our Fa- 
ther, give you, dear Sir, everlafting confolation, 
for all the kindnefs you have fhewed to your truly 
affedfionate friend. 

My dear Friend, Wejton-Favell, May 19. 1757. 
Ccept my beft thanks for your welcome and 

valuable letter. It found me juft releafed 
from the chamber of ficknefs; the fever removed, 
the cough abated, but my ftrength like the bruifed 
reed. And now my mind is a fellow-fufferer with 
my body ; this being enervated, that is enfeebled. 

* See Sermons and Trafts, p, (>5, and 96. 

LETTER CLXXXIX. 
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However, as I am delighted with your criticifms, 

igive m<r leave to propofe another text to your con- 
sideration, which puzzled me much, as I was read- 

ring yefterday ; you will find it in Zech. xiv. 6, 7. 
’(The Hebrew of the Sixth verfe Seems to be uncom- 

Kmouly difficult. 
A Sermon or two 1 am {bill inclined to publiffi. 

Tn this, and in all our ways, may the God of all 
wifdpm direft us, and the God of all grace profper 

#3us, through Jefus Chrift. 
I have not the honour of Lord D—’s acquaint- 

fiance; but I hear that he is full of grace, and va- 
tiiant for the truth; a lover of Chrift, and an orna- 
rnment to his gofpel.—Lady F is alive and full 
iof good works, and I hope grows up in him in all 
■things who is the head. Dr. S. whom you in- 
tiquire after) ftill refides at N ; is in high repute 
aas a phyfician, and, I truft, does not forget or ne- 
|gle£l the one thing needful; though the world, the 
Tmiling world is a Syren.—Lord flop our ears a- 
gainft its enchanting fong, and let our eyes be blind 
jto its inveigling charms.— Mr. Mofes Browne exe- 
cutes his miniftry at Olney, with much acceptance, 
it am informed, and with a good deal of fuccefs.— 
About ten days ago, Mr. P took a family din- 
ner with me.—Our converfation turned partly up- 
mn points of literature, partly upon evangelical fub- 
liefts. O that we may tafte the fweetnefs, feel tk« 

i Knergy of the latter, and count all things as drofs 
i.n comparifon of their tranfeendent excellency !— 

i Is not your interpretation of Zech. xiv. 6, 7. rather 
0:00 forced ? Is not the following fomewhat more 
Jnatural and eafy, if not more juft ? 

‘ It ffiall come to pais in that day, there (hall not 
><1: be light,’ full and ftrong, in oppofition to the 
(fgloom of night; but now effulgence and clearnefs 
bf vifion, anon obfeurity and dimnefs of vifion : 

' : Yet it fhall be one’ real, determinate ‘ day;’ whofc 
Y y 2 
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duration, whole properties, and all whofe circum- 
ftances, are known to the Lord. Thus much he 
hath graciou'lly revealed by his prophet, that, dur- 
ing the firlt periods, the morning and the noon of'j 
this wonderful difpenfation, it lhall not be entire 
day nor entire night, but a mixture or interchange ! 
of both. Sometimes grace triumphant, fometimes 
fin rebelling in the hearts of believers. Sometimes 
calamity darkening, fometimes profperity bright- i 
tiling the Hate of the church. However, at the e- | 
ven-tide, when ftvch an appearance is lead expedl- : 
ed, it lhall be unmixed, prevailing, perfect light. ' 
Then ‘ the light of the moon lhall be as the light ] 
‘ of the fun, and the light of the fun, as the light- 
{ of feven days. Then the earth lhall be filled with 
< the knowledge of the Lord, and his people lhall 
‘ be all righteous.’ 

Freely cenfure, folidly correft this interpreta-j 
tion, if you think it improper ; and give me leave 
to expedt, according to your own appointment, a 
monthly letter for the comfort and edification, of 1 
dear Sir, 

Your very affeddionate 
friend and fervant, &c. I 

LETTER CXC. 

My dear Friend, Wejion-Fai'ell, Aug. 6. 1757’ 

I Have been too tardy in acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of your letter, which was very valuable, 

and deferved thanks, as fpeedy as they are fincere. 
—The true caufe of my delay is this; I have been 
preparing two or three fermons for the prefs, ■which, 
to my enervated hand, is really a work of toil. 
Yelterday I fent them to London, and hope to fee 
them in print, within the fpace of a fortnight. I 
purpofe to have feme upon neat paper, for the ufe 
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;lof the gentry, if God fhall incline the hearts of a- 
}ny fuch perfons to look into them; and others up- 
s on worfe paper, for the benefit of the poor, and 
lithe conveniency of giving away.—As foon as they 
c. appear, you will give me leave to fend you a co- 
py; and if you fhould like to give them among the 
poor, I will fend you a confiderable number.  
With them I intend to put into your hands a trea- 
tife lately publilhed, under the title of Letters on 
’Theron and Afpafio, in two fmall volumes. The 
uauthor is a Scotchman, I prefume, becaufe they 
“Tere printed at Edinburgh, and he gave orders for a 
f;fet to be fent to me from Edinburgh. He conceals 
ihis name, and none that I am acquainted with, are 

d able to difcover whofe work it is. * There are fome 
fiftridtures on my performance; but by far the great- 
ft eft part of the book is very wide from this mark. 
olSome things are truly excellent, and fome animad- 
5 verfions upon me are perfeftly juft, but others (if 

I miftake not) are unfair and difingenuous. f The 
rrmanner of writing is by no means defpicable, ra- 
ti ther elegant and fpirited, than courfe or dull. But 
xl there is fuch an implacable bitternefs of fpirit, and 
iijfuch an unchriftian virulence of cenfure, againft 
stimany of the beft men that ever lived, and belt au- 
ulthors that ever wrote, as much furprifes and great- 
y ly offends me. I think, I never faw a notion of 
t: faith more lax, nor an idea of grace more exalted, 
rl. than in this book. However, I will not foreftall 
3' your judgement, but will defire your acceptance of 
x. the piece, and your remarks upon it. 

If your account of the ancient believers, and 
II their knowledge of Chrift be right, then the opi- 
" nion of the generality of divines is wrong ; they 

* Tlie author is Mr. Robert Sandeman, a cnr^re,-at onal 
j preacher a' Edinburgh, a difciple of Mr. J. hn Glais. See Mr. 

‘ Cudsvorth’s anfwer to his booh, vo!. IV7. p. ayt See. 
f See Sermons aad Tratts 156. note. 

Y y 3 
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luppofe, that the devout Jews faw in their facrifi- 
ces, not barely a nobler facrifice to be ofFered up 
by'the Saviour, but the Saviour himfelf fuffering, 
bleeding, and dying. How will you reconcile with 
your fcheme, St. Paul’s declaration, ‘ The gofpel 
4 was preached unto them,’ explained by his defini- 
tion of the gofpel, ‘ Chrift died for our fins?’ Heb. 
iv. 2. i Cor. xv. 3.—You fay, “ Does nnp4 any 
“ where fignify elfulgence ?” In Job xxxi. 27. you 
will find ip' bearing this fignification ; yet I muft 
confefs, I am not thoroughly fatisfied with my own 
interpretation, it is too low and reltridled.—For 
the prophet is evidently foretelling a Hate of things 
and a Hock of knowledge, greatly fuperior to any 
thing enjoyed under the Jewifli difpenfation ; and 
to this laft, I think, my expofition is moft fuitabie. 
I hope you have a long letter ready, and will not 
p'unifh my delay, according to the rigour of the 
law of retaliation. 

Pray favour me with your diflertation on Job, 
his time, his country, and religion. They are very 
curious fubjefts, and you will enrich them with e- 
vangelical truths. 

My dear Friend, Wejlon-Favell, Sept. 3. I 757. 

Any thanks for your laft ; I fhail read it, and 
read it again, and the Lord give n\e a right 

underftanding of that moft precious and important 
chapter. 

I hope you will accompany my fermons wfith your 
prayers to God, for a bleifing on them, the reader, 
and the writer; and I lhall be truly thankful for 
the communication of any remarks, corredlions, or 

I am, with unfeigned gratitude, 
and cordial affedtion, yours, &c. 

LETTER CXCI. s 
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rimprovements, that may occur in your perufaff of 
lilthem. This, and many other of my writings,- I 
tlfhould be glad to have rectified, where they are 
ijjwrong, enriched where they are impoverifhed ; be- 
t caufe, tho’ fuch improvements may come too late to 
irtake place while I live, they may, when I am dead, 
ibe admitted, and enable me to fpeak more ufefully. 

What think you of the method taken by a mo- 
5 dern critic, to interpret Pfal. Ixviii. 30. ? “ Hoc in 
jr.loco, fera arundinis, ccetus robuftorum, et juvenci, 
ufunt leones, tauri, pecudefque lafcivientes, five ty- 
t ranni feroces infolentefque; quibus,continuata tranf- 
t latione, addit pfaltes 'via Du-mn, hoc eft,” [Here 
I a word is wanting in the original, and not knowing 

what author is referred to, we could not fupply it 
from thence], “ que de induftria conculcantes et 
turbantes argentecs rivos, ardentes nimirum et va- 
ftantes vicinorum Judaeorum bona.”—The author 
queries, whether yi from vt currere, may ccnfiftent- 
ly wfith the propriety- of the Hebrew language, be 
interpreted a river? might he not alfo query, whe- 
ther spn is ever among the Hebrew writers, and by 
way of adjective, ufed to defcribe the colour of the 
waters ? Homer, I remember, has 
 apyvpoJ'wnf. 

But I am not certain, that any fu'ch expreflion gain- 
ed admittance into the fchool of the prophets. Your 
fentiments upon this criticifm, will entertain, in- 
llru£t, and oblige, dear Sir, 

Your truly-affe£fionate 
friend and fervant. 

LETTER CXCII. 

My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 
HOW fares it with you ?—Overwhelmed I find 

with bufinefs !—but ftill, I truft, remember- 
ing Chrift, and eternal ages. 
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!(-X; think you reafon well, and very ftrongly, on 
\vl\at you propofe.—May the wifdom, from which 
nothing is hid, direft you in all your undertakings! 
—may the power, to which nothing is impoffible, 
profper your prefcriptions for my benefit, and that 
of others ! I aflure you I (hall fteadily perfevere in 
the ufe of them, and intend to begin very foon : 
though a continued cold, and an unexpected jour- 
ney, have hitherto unfitted me from taking any me- 
dicines of this fort.—Mr. , of whom you in- 
quired after me yefterday, told me, you imputed to 
the journey my negleCt in not having yet fent your 
prefcription to the apothecary’s;—and I am obliged 
to your candour for afcribing it to that caufe, and 
not to any difregard of your advice : for I am per- 
fuaded, 

 Si qua Pergama dextra 
Defendi poflent, etiam hac defenfa fuifient. 

Virg. JEn. II. 

I have juft been reading Gerhard’s Chriftian Sup- 
port under all Afflictions ; and a molt excellent 
book it is—If your medicines have not the defired 
effeCt, I muft feek relief from Him :—From him 
do I fay !—From a fellow-mortal !—Ah ! what are 
all the confolations that all the creatures in the u- 
niverfe can afford, in comparifon of that grand con- 
folation of our condefcending Lord’s, ‘ Ye are my 
‘ friends,’ John xv. 14. ‘ Come and inherit the king- 
‘ dom prepared for you,’ Matth. xxv. 34. ‘ Where 
< the inhabitants fliall no more fay, I am fick,’ Ifa. 
xxxiii. 24.—* And where there fhall be no more 
t death nor forrow,’ Rev. xxi. 4. 

I am, my dear friend, with great efteem, and 
under a due fenfe of many obligations, 

Moft affectionately, and moft fincerely yours. 
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LETTER CXCIII. 

539 

My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 

IF you have any law-books by you, I wifh you 
would look into the indexes, and fee what laws 

have been made to fecure the Lord’s day from pro- 
fanation. ’Tis pity that thefe * fhould be unknown 
to the common people-, and flill a greater pity, that 
our juflices of peace fhould not exert themfelves 
vigoro'ufly in an affair of fucli confequence to the 
prefent and eternal welfare of their fellow-crea- 
tures. I wifh a fpirited pamphlet was judicioufly 
drawn up and publifhed on this occafioh; fetting 
the fins of omission in a true light. It grieves me, 
to think how much good might be done, efpecially 
by gentlemen who have leifure and abilities to plan 

* Ail perfons, who profane the Lord’s day, are liable to the 
following penalties; and it is much wiihtd, that the magl- 
flrates would determine to put thefe laws in execution with 
the utmofl llri&nefs. 

By doing or executing any bn - 
finefsbr work of their ordina- 
ry callings on the Lord’s day, 
or any part thereof, (woiks 
of necellity and ehaiity only < 
excepted),-under which head 
is included (having on Sun- 
days, which is a moft fhame- 
ful and notorious cuitom, 

-By the 29th Car. II. cap. 7. 
perfons ci nv.it hereof by 
view of a juflice of the peace) 
confeffion of the party, or 
witnefs, are to pay five Shil- 
lings, or be put in the 
flocks two hours: licenfed 
houfes befides forfeit their 
licenfes. 

By public crying, or ex poling 
to fale any wares, merchan- < 
dife, See. L 

By idling, or wandering 
time of divine fervice, 

By the fame a<5t it is forfei- 
ture of goods fo expoied to 
fale. 

By the fame atft ,js. or flocks 
two hours. 

f By ill Jac. I. cap. 9. if convift 
Alehoufe-keepers, vintners, I of fuch to pay 
inn-keepers, permitting tip- \ 10S‘ convict of drunk- 
pluig in their houfes, | enneis d.fabled to keep an r 0 7 1 alehoufe for three years, by 

l. Jilt Jac. I. cap. 7. 
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fchemes for the public benefit: but fo far are they 
from applying themfelves in good earnefl: to pro-1 
mote religion, that they too generally ridicule or 
difcourage any attempts of this kind.—Ah! how • 
little do they reflect, that the night is coming on a- jg 
pace, when no man can work, John ix. 4. and that 
for all thefe things God will bring them into judge- ! 

ment. 
Can you tell me who was the author of The 

duty of Reproof? The molt material obje&ions 
againft reproving are there confidered :—fome cau- 
tions and directions are added,—and in fuch a - 
manner, as may facilitate the fuccefsful difcharge 
of this duty.—A duty too much neglected, though 
injoined us by no lefs authority than the fcripture 
itfelf, which is profitable for reproof. ‘ Reprove 
‘ one that hath underftanding,’ fays Solomon, ‘ and 
c he will underftand knowledge,’ Prov. xiv. 25. 
And the apoftle Paul urges Timothy to ‘ reprove, 
4 rebuke, and exhort, with all long-fullering and 
* doctrine,’ 2 Tim. iv. 2.—Indeed, my dear friend, 
you are very deficient in this duty of reproof, tho’ 
you have fo many opportunities of doing it with 
the utmoft propriety.—Pray read this little pam- 
phlet over and over again.—Weigh it thoroughly. 
—You will then through the grace of God, be zea- 
lous in reproving others, and will readily pardon 
the freedom I have occafionaliy taken in reproving 
you whom I fo much love and value. You remem- 
ber Sir George Lyttleton’s lines, 

Some merit’s mine to dare to be fincere, 
But greater yours fincerity to bear. 

Dr. Sherlock’s Defence and Continuation of his 
difgourfe concerning the knowledge of Jefus Chrilt, 
and our union-and communion with him, was put 
into my hands the other day j but, in my opinion, 
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: t is far from being a fatisfaftory * defence.—An- 
iifozzo f is an unanfwerable book; and Dr. Sher- 
:iock never was fo gravelled in all his life, as he was 
Vy the publication of that witty, keen, and folid 
performance. 

Do you know any one who has got Schmidius’s 
t^reek Concordance to the Greek Teftament ? I am 

old it is well executed, and it mull be very fervice- 
ble, as it (hews at one view in what fenfe the fame 

word is ufed in different paflages. I will buy it, but 
hould be glad to fee it firlt, if you can borrow it 
:or me. 

Bifliop Patrick on Contentment and Refignation, 
here return you; as likewife Dr. Barrow on the 

ame fubjedl. 
Baxter on Univerfal and fpecial Redemption, I 
uft beg to keep a little longer, efpecially as you 

ell me your fentiments and his are nearly the fame. 
Our friend Mr. highly efteems this book ; 

nd he has fent me Baxter’s Aphorifms on Juftifi- 
ation, which he has defired me as they are expla- 

natory of each other, to read at the fame time.— 

* Dr. Sherlock, in his Defence, &rc. page 513. fays, 11 I am 
charged with maintaining the Socinian notion of juftification, 

4 but it is no other than what the church of England owns and 
4 afferts. 1 have,” fays he, page 516. “ already vindicated 
4 moft of thefe expofitions which my adverfaries charge with 

l4 Socinianifm, as 1 have occafionally met with them; but Mr. 
4 Fergufon, in his Interefb of Reafon, &c. page 475. has put 
4 together fome texts, which he thinks I have fo expounded, 

: i4 as to deftroy their evidence for the Godhead of Chrift.” To 
Ivhich charge, Sherlock replies. Again, page 534. 441 have 

4 taken notice of every thing which was material in my adver- 
4 (aries, and of too many things which were not. I have not 
4 particularly taken notice of Antisozzo, becaufe there was 

14 no need of it; but whatever is conliderable in it, is anfwer- 
H4 ed in my defence." And he concludes, page 335. “ I am 
; (4 refolved, this controverfy (hall never end in a trial of wit." 

.—A prudent refolution ! for Sherlock well knew, great as his 
: jalents were, that Alfop, the writer of Antifozzo, excelled him 
I >oth in wit and argument. See letter 207. 

f Sec Letter 207. 
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Baxter in thefe pieces, he tells me, fteers a middle 
courfe between the Scylla of Arminius’s fyftem, 
and the Charybdis of Calvin’s.—When I have read 
them with due attention, I fhall, without referve, 
communicate my remarks to you. 

Oh ! my dear friend, what need have we for 
prayer to be guided aright amidft fo many different 
opinions, even of great and good men. Arminius, 
Calvin, Baxter, all excellent men in their way! yet 
how divided in their notions!—but Jefus, that eter- 
nal fource of love, will, I would charitably hope, 
blefs all who fincerely defire to magnify his holy 
name, notwithftanding their different apprehenfion, 
on thefe points.—God, of his unerring wifdom, 
affift us in all our determinations ! God, of his in- 
finite mercy, defend us from all error, and grant, 
that we may be true followers of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, who is ‘ a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
‘ the glory of Ifrael !’ What a comfortable confi- 
deration is it that there is fuch a light for my dear 
friend, and for 

His moft affectionately and mofl inviolably. 

LETTER CXCIV. 

jWy dear Friend, Wednefday Morn. 

I Thank you for remembering me before the 
throne of grace. Let your prayers be for my 

cheerful relignation to the divine good pieafure, 
and for clear manifeftations to me of Jefus Chrift,, 
My life has long been a burden to myfelf, and is 
now become unprofitable to others.—Your inten- 
tion to vifit me is kind; but I am not fit for com- 
pany, unable either to carry on or relifh converfa- 
tion ; belt when alone; therefore-don’t give your- 
felf the trouble of coming ten miles.—I accept the 
will for the deed.—As to your tranflaticn of Zim- 
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lermannus * “ Ds eminentia cognitionis Chrifti,” 
will, if my languid fpirits can bear the talk, care- 
illy read it over, which I have never been able to 
o fince I faw you in London. I lent it to Mr. 
 . When he has done with it, delire him to 
pnvey it to me ; you fhaU then have (if the Lord 
rill) the refult of my renewed perufal of that piecej 
Much I formerly was fo defirous of having tranllat- 
|d by you. May the Lord of all power make you 
Srong to labour in his facred fervice, and crown 
nir labours with abundant fuccefs. 
I am your truly-affedfionate brother in Chrill. 

|  

LETTER CXCV. 

ft My dear Friend, Saturday Morn. 

£' Have no heart to take any medicines. All but 
_ Chrift is to me unprofitable; blefled be God for 
lirdon and falvation through his blood: Let me 
efcrii,e this cordial for my dear friend. 
May your health be renevyed as the eagle’s, tho’ 
ine has been long fading as a leaf! and may we 
nh from our hearts adore the difpenfations of our 

bod and Saviour, which, though to us-ward very 
afferent, are in all refpe£fs very good. 
ft We were drinking tea yefterday; and I heard 

e of the company fay, to whom you had given 
{hop Wilfon on the Sacrament.—This is Dr. 

~’s gift. Oh ! that God may give him to eat 
e flelh, and drink the blood of Chrift! and to live 
faith on the unfearchable riches of a Redeemer? 
Then we {hall, ere long, eat bread and drink new 
ne together, in the kingdom of our father. 

Tins « as a favourite book of Mr. Hervey’s,—and he de- 
d Mr. Mofes Browne to tranflate it frotu the Latin, and 

jm;Icd to write an introdutftien to it, which he did not live 
perfo.m. See Let. LXII. LXXIl. LXXV. CLXXIV. 

Z z 
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I have not yet wrote to Biddeford; but the affai 

you defired me to inquire about, lhall not be forgo; 
when I next write thither.—Can you excufe in' 
dilatory proceeding ? Bufmefs, to my languid fpi; 

rits, is like the fons of Anak ^ to the Ifraelitid 
fpies, fo forbidding and fo formidable. 

The reafons you urged, I have confidered; I real 
ly know not how to act.—May the unerring Goc 
vouchfafe to guide a poor {inner.—Now, where i 
my faith in that divine promife, 1 In all thy way:. 
‘ acknov/ledge him, and he {ball direft thy paths ? 
’Tis fcarcely fo much as a grain of the fmallef 
feed ; blefl'ed Jefus, increafe it in us both. 

—Do you, as you formerly did, commit you? 
w'ay unto the Lord, and befeech him to bring it tc 
pafs ? My dear friend, let us look more unto God: 
for w-e have a friend in the court of heaven ; we 
have an Advocate wdth the Father, Jefus Chrift the 
righteous. 

Ever and inviolably yours, &c. 

LETTER CXCVI. 

Dear Mr. —, Wejlon-Favellt Jan. 3. 1758. 

I Received your welcome valuable letter in due 
time ; but almoft as foon as I received it, I 

wras feized with a violent illnefs ; fo violent, thal 
the current report W’as, “ Hervey is dead.”—Neal 
to death I certainly was; and God almighty know'S, 
I am, according to human appearance, not far -f 
from it even now; but pray let me, if I live, ex- 
pe£l: the continuation of your remarks.—"iour let- 
ters ate fuch as I fhould delight to read, even in 
my laft moments. 

* Sec Numb. xiij. 28. 
f Mr. Hervey died the December following. 
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I wifh you many a happy New Year on earth, 

md at the lafl: an abundant entrance into the New 
JerufaJem,—where the voice of joy and health is 
aerpetually heard. 

Weak I am, very weak, and much out of or- 
ler; infomuch that I have not been able to go to 
:hurch, ever fince Chriftmas. But your writings 
•efreih and delight, inftead of fatiguing me !  
Tour fourth paragraph has moft exactly ftated the 
lifference, which fubfifts between yourfelf and Af- 
pafio, relating to faith. The forbearance and can- 
lour, with which you treat this difference, does 
tot give up a jot or tittle of your own opinion, 

' fet it tends very much to conciliate favour and e- 
fteem in its own behalf. 

Your Vifion is very grand, and quite ftriking; I 
Iove fuch ftrokes of imagination, they keep at- 

ention awake, and impart pleafure.together with 
irofit.—Afpafio is doubly obliged to your pen, for- 
nerly for correcting, now for defending his work, 
fou obferve, my enemy is yours. He has attack- 
:d your generous vindication. In reply to this at- 
ack, you have fpoke my ver. fentiments. * 

Mr. Wefley, you will find, is angry with me, on 
he oppofite fcore, for fpeaking too much, and, as 
te thinks, too openly on the fide of election and 

Iiarticular redemption. Pray favour me with your 
ree opinion, and where-ever you think he charges 
ne juftly, or I have expreffed myfclf improperly, 
pare not to fpeak die naked truth.—He has lately 
oublifhed a large book, price fix fhillings ftitched, 
m the do£trine of Original Sin ; great part of which 
s an abridgement of Dr. Watts’ Ruin and Reco- 
-ery ; and of another treatife wrote by Mr. Hebden. 
n this he takes occafion to quote two or three paf- 

* Tliis refers to the remarks (made by this gentleman to 
t/hom Mr. Hervey here writes) on the Scotch author (Mr. 
tandeman), who wrote the letters on Theron and Afpafio. 

Z 3 2 
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fages from Theron and Afpafio, one from Vol. II. | 
page 172. which he thus introduces : “ To explain 
“ this a little farther in Mr. Hervey’s words, By i 
“ foederal head I mean, what the apoftle teaches, 
,c &c. That as Adam was the firft general repre- 
“ Tentative (of this ki?id, fays Afpafio, but Mr. —- : 
“ makes him fay) of mankind, Chrift was,” &c. ' 
“ Far from refting upon a fingle text,” &c. he goes ; 
on to the bottom of the page, then turns back to ; 
the upper part, reprefents me as forming a con- i 
clufion in thefe words :—“ All thefe expreffions | 
« demonftrate, that Adam (as well as Chrift) was a | 
“ rcprefentativc of all mankind; and that what he fl 
“ did in this capacity, did not terminate in him- 
“ felf, but aftedfed all whom he reprefented.”  
This is a very injurious reprefentation. One fen- 
tence is a palpable mifquotation. * Would it be ! 
proper to take any notice of it ? I am fometimes ; 

apprehenfive, that he would draw me into a dif- j 
pute about particular redemption. I know he can 
fay ftartling and horrid things on this fubjett ; and 
this, perhaps, might be the moft effedftual method : 

to prejudice people againft my principal point.— 
I am, dear Sir, with much gratitude and true af- ; 
fe£tion, 

Yours in Chrift. 

LETTER CXCVII. 

My dear Friend, Wfon-Favell, June 23. 1758. 

I Little thought, when I put Mr. Wefley’s manu- 
fcript into your hand, that I ftiould fee it in 

print fo foon. I took very little notice of it, and 
let it ly by me feveral months, without giving it an 
attentive confideration. It feemed to me fo palpably 
weak, dealing only in pofitive afi'ertions and pofi- 

* See Afpafio vindicated, Vo!. IV. Let. it. 

■ 
Li 
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I tive denials, that I could not imagine he would ad- 
1 venture it into the world, without very great alte- 
i rations. But it is now come abroad, juft as you 
1 received it, in a two {hillings pamphlet, entitled, A 
1 Prefervative from unfettled Notions in Religion. 
] Of this pamphlet, what he has wrote againft me, 
1 makes only a fmall part. Now, then the queftion 
9 is, Whether I {hall attempt to anfwer it ? Give me 
| your opinion, as you have given me your affiftance; 
1 and may the Father of mercies give you an increafe 

< of knowledge and utterance, of peace and joy in 
j the Holy Ghoft.—111 I have been, and ill I am j 
] torn almoft to pieces by a cough in the night, which 

1: admits of no remedy, whatever is taken to aftuage, 
exafperates it. Of all men living, that are not ab- 

9 folutely confined, furely I am the weakeft. If by 
Sp' fuch weaknefs, the Lord Jefus will vouchfafe to 
I» glorify his name, how tranfparent, how effulgent 
Hwill be the glory of his power!—I have not feen 
MMr. P  - this many a day, no, nor this many a 
0! month; how I fear, left the world has beguiled 
i^him! Bleffed be the Lord, for fetting our affections 
Hi on a happier ftate ; bleffed be his grace, for giving 
at us fome knowledge of Jefus, as the way to immor- 
Ifc-tal manfions. There we may be citizens, here only 
pfojourners.—I am, with true gratitude, and fincere 
Hiaffetftion, 

Yours in Chrift Jefus. 

LETTER CXCVIII. 

Madam, Wejlon-Favell, Feb. 2 2. 1758. 

I Received the favour of your letter, and found 
no fmall pleafure in perufing its contents. It 

£ gave me a Angular fatisfaftion, to fee a lady of fuch 
(fine fenfe, and in the very bloom of life, mindful 
of the things which belong to her eternal peace. 

Z z 3 
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May this happy difpofition increafe with your in- 
creafing years ! and it will be the greateft bleffing 
that you can enjoy, or your correfpondent wifh. 

If my writings have afforded you any entertain- 
ment, or been the means of adminiftering the leaft 
improvement, I delire to adore and blefs the all- ; 
gracious God. For he, Madam, teaches to profit; 
his Spirit commands fuccefs ; and all our good 
comes wholly from his heavenly benediction. 

I am pleafed to find this, among your other va- 
luable expreffions; “ I want to have all thofe 
“ heavenly confolations.” You confider religion 
jn a right view. It is not a vexatious burthen, or 
an irkfome talk ; but it is intended to be the com- 
fort of our lives, and the joy of our hearts. God 
is the God of all comfort, Chrift is ftyled ‘ the Con- 
* folation of Ifrael,’ and the Holy Ghoft is called 
‘ the Comforter.’—The gofpel is the' moft comfort- 
able report imaginable ; it is glad tidings, and the 
joyful found ; it allures poor finners, that God has 
laid all their iniquities, both great and fmall, on his 
beloved Son :—That Jefus Chrift has brought in a 
moft perfedt and everlafting righteoufnefs, where- 
by they may be juftified ; and that our firft, our 
great, our leading duty is, to believe all this in our 
own behalf, for our own benefit: 

By the comfort and peace refulting from thefe , 
bleffings, it would win our hearts to love the God, 
who is fo immenfely amiable and gracious to us; to 
be ftudious of doing his pleafure, who has made 
fuch unfpeakably-rich provifion for our happinefs. 
The apoftle prays for his Theffalonian Converts, that 
the Father of everlafting compaffions would firfl 
comfort their hearts, and then, and thereby, efta- 
biiflr them in every good word and work. 

I fhould make no fcruple to fend my faft-fer- 
mon for your perufal, if I had one. But it has 
pleafed the divine Providence to vifit me with a 
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violent fever, which has confined me for many 
weeks. I am (till the prifoner of this difeafe, fo 
that I was incapable of going abroad on the faft- 
day. And indeed, if it had been otherwife, I 
fhould fcarcely have been able to gratify my own 

a inclination, by complying with your hints ; becaufe 
I never write my fermons, having accuftomed my- 

3 felf to preach without notes ; and it was owing to 
a particular incident, that thefe three difeourfss 

M which I publilhed, were committed to writing. 
Permit me, Madam, to wifli, that you may be 

fi ftedfaft and immoveable in your prefent turn of 
!mind, which is fo truly wife and noble, that by him 

who fitteth in heaven, and beholds all the chil- 
dren of men, it may be faid of Mifs —, as it was 

y formerly faid of another excellent perfon ; ‘ Mary 
‘ has chofen that good part, which lhall not be tak- 
‘ en from her.’ 

To thefe wifhes, allow me the additional plea- 
/] fure of being,—Madam, 

Your molt obedient, 

humble fervant. 

LETTER CXCIX. 

Dear Mr. —, WeJlon-Favelly March 4. 1758. 

jj T Have a long letter, containing two or three 
i X Iheets, from Mr. Welley.—It confifts of anim- 
f adverfions on my Dialogues and Letters, which 

I fhould be glad if you would perufe, and favour 
u me with your opinion. He wrote me one before, 
n more Hinging and farcaftic than this. I have tak- 
!en no notice of either, being very unwilling to 

embark in controverfy ; but for your judgement on 
the iaft, which is written with candour and tern- 
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per, * I fliould be much obliged, and have addi- : 
tional reafon to be,—dear Sir, 

Your affectionate friend. ; 

> 

LETTER CC. 

Madam) Wejlon-Favelly March 11. 1758. 

I Am much obliged for your benevolent wifhes, | 
relating to my health. By way of return, per- i 

mit me to wilh, that your foul may profper, may j 
flourifh, may bloffom as a rofe; that you may grow j 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and B 
Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

From this paffage we may obferve, that the way ! 
to advance in true holinefs of heart and life, is to , 
advance in the knowledge of Chrift.—It is for want 
of knowing Chrift, that the generality of mankind 
are fo captivated by trifles, and enflaved to tranfient 
gratifications. It is for want of knowing Chrift 1 
more thoroughly, that many Chriftians have fo lit- ; 
tie peace and joy, and many go mournfully in their ^ 
way to eternity. 

‘ By his knowledge fhall my righteous fervant 
‘ juftify many.’ By giving them the knowlege of 
himfelf, of his divine dignity and ineftimably-pre- 
cious work; of that grand price, which he paid for 
the redemption of finners, which delivers them from 
the wrath to come, and intitles them to ‘ the inhe- 1 
* ritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
‘ not away.’ 

* The divine power,’ fays St. Peter, ‘ has given 
‘ us all things pertaining to life and godlinefs.’— 
How ! ‘ Through the knowledge of him, wLo has 

* Mr. Hervey was ever willing to fpeak the beft of his adver- 
faries. But I could not forbear thinking,when 1 read Mr. Wefley’s 
letter, that it was written without either candour or temper.— 
See Mr.Hervey’sanfwer to Mr. Wefley’s letter, Vol.1V. p. 3. Sec. 
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‘ called us to glory and virtue through the know- 
ledge of Chrift, as calling us to the enjoyment of 
eternal glory, which he has procured for us by his 
blood •, and thereby mod fweetly leading and en- 
gaging us to the exercife of every virtue. 

I hope Marlhall on Sanctification will be blefled 
to your confolation and edification. If it is not at 
the firft reading, it may at the fecond, or it may at 
the third. I would fay to the reader of this excel- 

3 lent treatife, as the prophet Elijah faid to his fer- 
vant, who went to the fea in order to make obfer- 
vation, but found nothing worthy of notice, ‘ Go 
‘ again feven times.’ 

I have feen t)r. Glynn’s poem, entitled, The day 
of Judgement. It is not without elegance and beau- 
ty> but it wants that energy and pathos, which, on 
fo grand and interefting an occafion, Ihould alarm, 
tranfport, and awe our fouls ■, but its chief deficien- 

jcy, in my opinion, is, that it neglects to aferibe pro- 
per honour unto Chrift. He is indeed very (lightly 
hinted at in one chofen line, but he (hould have 
made the moft diftinguifhed figure throughout the 
whole piece. All judgement is commited to him.— 
It is Chrift who will come in the clouds of heaven ; 
we mu ft all appear before the judgement-feat of 
Chrift. This to the believer, is a moft comfortable 
,and delightful confideration ; “ My Redeemer is my 
“ Judge. He who died for me pafles the final fen- 
“ tence. Look how great is his majefty and glory ! 

So great is my atonement and propitiation.” 
Should I ever come to London, I will be fure to 

do myfelf the pleafure of waiting upon Mifs . 
In the mean time, what (lie mentions by way of 
caution, (hall be obferved, with all puo&uality due 
to a command, 

By her moft obedient, humble fervant. 
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LETTER CCI. 

Madam, Wejlon-Favell, May 13. 1758. 

I Have too long delayed to acknowledge the fa- 
vour of your laft. The refle£Hon gives me un- ; 

eafinefs, but the occafion gives you an opportunity 
of exercifing indulgence. If you pleafe to afcribe .] 
my filence to much bufinefs, and little health, you ; 
will do juftice to my proceeding, and to your own 
candour. 

You inquire after the bcft week’s preparation for 
the facrament.—I cannot fay that I much admire any 
of thofe books. They are, I think, loofe, rambling, 
indiftindt companions ; they tend rather to bewilder 
than inform the judgement.—For my own part, I 
prefer the little account of this ordinance in Mr. 
Marlhall on Sanilification, to all thofe prolix trea- 
tifes —It begins page 298 of the fixth edition, to > 
which I wrote a recommendatory preface. 

If you fliould want a colle&ion of prayers fuited 
to this folemnity, or to any other occafion, there is 
none, in my opinion, better than Mr. Jenk’s offices 
of devotion (which has palfed thirteen editions.) I 
ffiould far fooner chufe to read his two volumes of 
Meditations, than the new "Whole Duty of Man. 
Jenks has written another little treatife, excellently 
good, and truly evangelical; it is entitled, Submit- 
fion to the righteoufnefs of God. It was one of the 
firft books, that gave me an infight into the truth 
of the gofpel; or the way of falvation by the infin- 
itely-glorious obedience of our Surety, Jefus Chrift. 

The word Amen has two fignifications. It de- | 
notes an ardent wilh, Lord, let it be according to 
my humble petition.—It denotes likewife a firm 
faith, Lord, I am perfuaded, that thou wilt fulfil 
thy promife, to grant my petition. 

If you love entertainment, my next fhall recom- i 
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5 mend a book, that is as entertaining as a novel * or 
qz play, yet edifying as a fermon.—I believe. Madam, 
oyou would have no reafon to repent of the purchafe, 
if you was to buy Mr. Bofton’s Human Nature in 
its fourfold ftate -, of which, as I have given a cha- 

urafter in the fecond volume of Theron and Afpafio, 
I need not fay any thing more in this place. 

As God is fending forth his word, and renewing 
ithe face of material nature; fo may he fend forth 
ihis blefled Spirit, and reveal Chrift, and renew the 
t ftate of our fouls ! This will make us to differ from 

ur former felves, as much as the prefent bloom and 
erdure of the creation differ from the rugged defo- 
ations of the winter. 

I wifh you. Madam, the continual prefence of 
his divine Comforter, and am, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant. 

LETTER CCII. 

Dear Sir, Wefton-Favell, Aug. 5. 1758. 

Erewith I fend two other fheets of my intend- 
ed work. Be fo good as to examine them 

’with rigour, and correft them with'freedom. 
I am afraid left the weaknefs of the advocate, 

(fhoukl injure the bleffed caufe.—I am the more fo- 
jlicitous, becaufe the unexpected acceptance of my 
Tfaft-fermons will probably open a pretty wide door 

f admiffion for this piece. Befides fix thoufand 
tinted in London, an edition was printed in Scot- 
and, which was fpeedily fold off; and I was defir- 

ied, by a focicty eftablifhed for giving away religi- 
ious books among the poor, to grant them leave to 
print an impreffion for this purpofe. In Ireland 
they have been printed. Into Dutch they are tranf- 

vlated ; and a letter, received laft week from fome 

* The book here meant is De Foe’s Family Inftruftor. 
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pious and ingenious ftranger in America, informs 1 
me, that they have been reprinted there, and found • 
much acceptance ; all this will be a kind of recom- 
mendatory preface to this projefted piece. The : 
good Lord grant, I may fpeak and write found 
words, fuch as cannot be reproved !—My prayer is, 
that you may be of quick underftanding in the fear ; 
of the Lord, always and on all occafions, and more 
efpecially when you are fifting and improving the 
writings of,—dear Sir, 

Your truly affe&ionate, and 
much obliged friend. 

LETTER CCIII. 

Madam, Wejlon-Fevell, Sept. 4. 1758. 
BE fo good as to prefent my very affectionate 

compliments to your excellent friend Mr. 
Kennedy. Inform him, that my intended work has 
for a long feafon, on account of my great infirmi- 
ties, been like the fun in Gibeon, and like the moon 
in the valley of Ajalon. I fhall be particularly 
pleafed and thankful to receive his thoughts on that 
important fubjett, the aflurance of faith. Mine are 
much the fame as Mr. Ebenezer Erlkine’s, in his 
valuable fermons, and as Mr. Bofton’s, in his moft 
judicious notes on The Marrow of Modern Divinity. 

Pray, Madam, favour me with a long extract 
from Mr. Kennedy’s * letter ; I do allure you, I ad- 

* Mr. Kennedy, whom Mr. Hervey fo highly and juftly re- 
fpected, is minifttr of the Scots church hi Rotterdam, formerly 
niiniftcr at Caveis in Scotland. 

In the Lift letter Mrs. C— received from Mr. Hervey, are 
thefe words: “ I received yours with good Mr. Kennedy’s let- 
“ ter inclofed.—It fpeaks the very fentiments of my heart, much 
“ belter than my own tongue or pen could cxprefs them. 1 
“ don't perceive a (ingle fentence, to which I IhouUl make any 
“ objection. With other believers in Jefus Chrift, 1 would be of 
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nire liis writings; they have a beauty '(vhich is 
uite natural and artlefs; joined with a piety, 
vhich is very affedling and edifying. 

A book has lately appeared, in two fmall vo- 
umes, entitled, Letters on Theron and Aipafio. I 
annot fay I would recommend it to your perufal, 
mt I Ihould be glad, if you would mention it in 
bme converfation with your learned and devout vi- 
itants, in order to know their opinion. For my 
>wn part, I hardly can tell what opinion to form. 
Hie author conceals his name, # and it feems dif- 
icult to difcover his principles or his aim. Some 
Kings are excellent, written with fpirit, and in a 
:rain truly evangelical; in fome things I hand cor- 
sfted by him, I kifs the rod, and, far from being 
ifpleafed, am thankful for his animadverfions; 
aough, in fome inftances, he has adled a difinge- 
uous part; not confultihg the mod correct: edition 
f my book, not adverting to my own explanation 
f my meaning, and making me approve the whole 
f a perfon’s works, f where I only commend fome 
articular part. But what gives me the greateft dif- 

‘hift, and will, I believe, offend every candid read- 
r, is a bitter vein of contempt and invedlive a- 
ainft fome of the bell men that ever lived, and 

: >me of the beft authors that ever wrote. I once 
nought, the apoftle James’s queftion implied an 
jnpoflibility ; but it feems to be reduced to real fadl 

one heart, but with Mr. Kennedy I have the pleafure to he 
of one mind.—1 beg you to prefent my moft affectionate Ke- 

i Ipefts to the worthy writer, and defire him to give us a con- 
tinuation of his thoughts.” 

* See letter 190. 
Mr. Hervey did not think hinofelf under an obligation to 

fend every particular fentiment of an author, whofe treatite 
might approve in general.--And here it may be proper to 

ferve, that his own candour, and the fr. qdent folicuations 
others, induced him to be moie indulgent th-n he ought, 

d to give rather too favourable r n opinion. Fcr which he has 
••i en nufreprefented by the artfuV, and abufed by the malet olent. 

A a a 
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by the pen of this critic, and in the Letters on 
Theron and Afpafio, where the ‘ fountain fends 
forth’ at the fame place, in the fame performance, 
‘ fweet water and bitter. * 

I hope you will not act with Mr. Kennedy ac- 
cording to the exa£t rules of retaliation ; but tho*' 
he has been flow to write, you will be fwift to an- 
fwer, that he may the more fpeedily improve and 
delight yourfelf, Madam, and 

Your very humble fervant. 

LETTER CCIY. 

Dear Sir, Friday Night, j 

I Have fent you the following letter for your in- 
fpeflion, and fhall make no remarks on it my-j 

felf, left I miflead your judgement. The gentle- 
man who wrote it means well, and is defirous of I 
promoting the intereft of the gofpel in the way,] 
which he apprehends to be right; but he thinksd 
differently from you and me, not only in his no-jj 
tions of imputed righteoufnefs, but of other evan« 
gelical peculiarities. I have tranfcribed his letter, 
and concealed his name, that you may communi- 
cate your remarks with more freedom than, per- 
haps, you would have done, had I not taken thefe 
precautions to prevent your difcovery of my corre- 
fpondent. 

My dear Friend, Oil. 7. 175^‘ 
WItherfpoon’s Eflay on the connedbion between 1 

the doftrine of Juftification by the Imputed 
Righteoufnefs of Chrift and holinefs of life, dedi- 
cated to you, was lately put into my hands.—Youii 
know that I have an unconquerable diflik* to your}; 
favourite expreflion, the imputed righteous-;. 

S.=e Sermons and i rafts. • igc 1,6, note. 
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iness of Christ. I would on no account have ui- 
feed it in any of my own writings; and I wilh it was 
;univerfally laid afide, particularly by every minifter 
(in his pulpit; becaufe I apprehend, the notions 
’which the generality of people conceive of the ‘ im- 

puted righteoufnefs of Chrift,’ has done as much 
anifchief, efpecially amongft the lower fort, to the 
(caufe of Chriftianity, as the writings of Infidelity 
thave done amongft thofe of a higher rank.—This is 
imy fettled opinion.—Infidels may be, and often have 
{been convinced; but perfons of weak minds, habi- 
tuated to the found of the imputed righteous- 
jness of Christ, (a fatisfaftory definition of which 
Birery few can give), are not only fteeled againft all 
iconvifUon, but are too apt to difregard morality ; 
Bind o cenfure and defpife every preacher and writ- 

er, who, from principle, or any other caufe, dif- 
Opproves of this cant term. Pardon me, for I 
•eally think it fo, and therefore cannot call it other- 
vife ; yet I own myfelf a great admirer of Wither- 
poon’s Efi'ay ; I think it is the beft defence of the 
ilodlrine of redemption that I have ever feen.—My 
rincipal and almoft only ofcjeftion is againft the 

phrafe ‘ imputed righteoufnefs.’ It appears to me 
Ijuite unfcriptural, to fpeak of the ‘ righteoufnefs 
of Chrift being imputed to us;’ it is liable to great 
bufe, and it is not eafily underftood;—nor am I 

jatisfied to ufe it, notwithftanding all you have fajd 
1 its defence ; and all that fo judicious and excel- 
nt a man as Dr. Doddridge (in his fermons on 
Salvation by Grace)’ has faid to explain it.—I fall 
a, however, with Witherfpoon’s fentiments, tho’ 
do not ufe his particular phrafes;—and you will 

3 Ibferve, he himfelf often intermixes others to the 
1 tame purpofe ; as, page 17, the Saviour’s merit.— 

age 21, vicarious fufferings.—Acceptance of the 
rofpel, page 23.—Do&rine of Chrift crucified,— 
is atonement,—page 2y.—Flying to the propitia- 

A a a 2 
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tion cf Chrift,—page 36,—the dc&rine of Chriit’s 
mediation, See. Sec.—By thefe it appears, that it is 
not the phrafe but the thing,—-juftification by Chrift 
alone, on which he lays the ftrefs, (fee page 70, 
line 47,) and his arguments will be equally forcible 
on any maids principles, who is not a Socinian.— 
I believe the doflrine, as he has ftated it, page 15, 
though I Ihould not chufe to ufe fome of his expref- 
fions.—His remark, page 61, line 18, &c. is, I 
think, very juft, and confirmed by many melancho- 
ly facts.—Page 63, 64, 65, is perhaps too ftrong.— 
The fame may be faid of other fyftems of morali- 
ty :—they who embrace them, and live unfuitably, 
are hypocrites, page 65, line 2 and 3. 

Upon the whole, I heartily wifh every Chriftian, 
efpecially every minifter in the kingdom, would 
carefully read this very ufeful treatife of Wither- 
fpoon’s, and act accordingly;—and if I had any ac- 
quaintance with him, tho’ I am hopelefs of bring- 
ing you over to my fentiments, I would endeavour 
at leaft to prevail on him to abolifh the phrafe im- 
puted-righteousness in the next edition,— 
and then his book would be more extenfively ufe- 
ful. 

I am, my dear friend, (notwithftanding our dif- 
ferent opinions in fome religious points), with much 
real efteem, moft affettionately and moft fincerely 
yours, Sec. Sec. 

So far my correfpondent, whofe letter I {hall for- 
bear to anfwer till I hear your fentiments; which I 
{hall expert by the firft opportunity.—I am fure, if 
the phrafe imputed righteousness was not 
ftri£tly defenfible on fcriptural grounds, it fhould 
never more be ufed, either in the pulpit, or in the f 
writings of, 

Dear Sir, 
Your obliged friend and fervant. I 
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LETTER CCV. 

559 

Afy dear Friend, IVeJicn-Favell, OEi. 21. 1757. 

; T ET me repeat my thanks for the trouble you 
* .1 j have taken, and for the affiftance you have 
f given me, in relation to my controverfy with Mr. 
Wefley. He is fo unfair in his quotations, and fo 

' magifterial in his manner, that I find it no fmall 
i difficulty to preferve the decency of the gentleman, 
land the meeknefs of the Chriftian, in my intended 
Tanfwer: May our divine Mafter aid me in both 
rithefe inftances, or elfe not fuffer me to write at all. 

I have juft been reading Hab. iii. 13. in' np» 
irttftsix feemed difficult to clear; one of the meta- 
iphors referring to an animate, the other to an in- 

a animate ftrufture; I fiiculd be glad to know, how 
iyou underftand, and how you would explain the 
ipafiage. Perhaps, at your leifure, you will confider 
Ithe w'hole chapter; and when I afk for a defcant 
lupon one, give me an elucidation of twenty verfes. 

I have certainly a very great efteem for Dr. Gill, 
Tyet I never could aflent to his notion of eternal 
ujuftification. I am very much obliged to you for 
oipointing out to me the paflage in Thercn and Afpa- 
Oifio, which feems to favour, or proceed upon fuch a 
iatenet.—It fhall be altered in the next edition. 

My dilatory proceedings you will afcribe fo the 
mreal caufe, ficknefs; then you will not deal with 
t; me according to the law of retaliation, but accord- 
tr'ing to that law of kindnefs, which the grace of our 
o,Lord Jefus Chrift has written upon your heart. 

Indeed, 1 think your arguments are unanfwer- 
Iciable. If fo, don’t you think there are fome things 
cin my third Dialogue exceptionable ? I wifb you 

mwould examine it, bring it to the touchftone of 
ioyour laft letter, and where it is wrong, correft it. 
.! I fhould like to have Theron objecl fomething in 

A a a 3 
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your way of argumentation, and Afpafio frankly 
confefs, that he has overfhot the mark. Such an ac- 
knowledgement endears the charadler of the fpealc- 
er, and fuch a circumftance makes the fentiment 
more impreffive on the reader. 

I have often thought the fecond verfe of Pfal. 
csxxi. very difficult, and have been at a lofs to find 
out the propriety of the comparifon. Why com- 
pofed and quiet as a weaned child? when we know, 
that the time of weaning children, is always a time 
of difappointment, often of difeafe. At this feafon, 
they are particularly froward and peeviffi. The ve- 
ry reverfe, therefore, of that frame of mind, which 
the Pfalmift feems to be illuftrating.—This was the 
bdl folution which occured to my thoughts. A 
child, weaned from his mother, is difquieted and 
fretful. Such is my natural, and fuch would be my 
habitual temper, was I not influenced and calmed 
by grace ; but, through divine grace, my mind is re- 
signed and quiet as the weaned child, when brought 
back to the mother, and lulled to reft jnx on that 
foft and warm bofom, where it had fo often lain 
with the greateft delight; but from which it had 
been, for a feafon, withdrawn.—You fee, I would 
tranflate wx ‘ in peftus five gremium matris fute.’ 
But whether my tranflation be warrantable, or my 
paraplirafe fuch as fuits the tenor of the pfalm, I 
fubmit to your determination. 

Accept my fincere thanks for your valuable cor- 
r^ftion of a paftage in my fermon; fuch improving 
animadverfions will always be more acceptable than 
the inebriating voice of applaufe,—far more accept- 
able to—your truly affectionate friend. 

LETTER CCVI. 

My dear FrienJ, lireftoni Off. ip. IJ58. 
YO U fome time ago fent me a poem, with 

which I was much delighted, notwithftand- 
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ing the uncouth metre and obfolete words ; I mean 
Fletcher’s Purple liland, * to which were fubjoined 

ifeveral other of his poetical pieces; one particular- 
ly I remember to his brother G. Fletcher, on his 
poem entitled, Chrift’s Vi&ory in Heaven and on 

1 Earth ; and on his Triumph over, and after death. 
I happened to mention Fletcher to a gentleman 

lately, who has fince lent me this very poem, which 
I longed to fee, as the title pleafed me fo much — 
He tells me, that Phineas Fletcher, was not only 
an excellent poet himfelf, and the fon of a poet, 
(namely of John Fletcher, a celebrated dramatic 
Jwriter in the reign of Queen Elifabeth) but brother 
I to two eminent poets, of which this G. Fletcher 

was one, and a young ftudent at Cambridge, when 
he wrote this poem. 

I wifh any bookfeller could be prevailed with to 
reprint The Purple Ifland, and add to it Chrift’s 
Vi&ory, &c. in one neat volume.—I believe it would 
fell, if properly revifed and altered.— It grieves me 
to think thefe pieces ftiould be loft to the world, 

Sand be for ever buried in obfeurity. 
I have folded down fever^l paflages in Chrift’s 

i tVi&ory and Triumph, for your infpe£tion ; and if 
) they meet with your approbation, 1 hope you will 
. join your intereft with me, in endeavouring to pre- 
r iferve the work from perifhing.—The Purple Ifland 

is to be fure a fuperior poem, and abounds with 
3 pidfurefque, ufeful, and ftriking fentiments ; but 
t with that you are well acquainted, as it has fo long 
i b een a favourite with you. 

I am now fo very ill, that I fcarce think I fhall 
live to . fee the approaching f Chriftmas.—Had I 

3 been in perfe£l health, and difengaged from other 
: jemploymcnt, I queftion whether I fhould not have 

\ * The Purple Iflard, arlfie of Man, Hirafe by Phineas Fletcher. 
I , f Mr. Hcrvey died on Chriftmas day, according to his own 
[■ Aippofition. 
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retouched the poetry, changed feveral of the obfo- 
lete words, illuftrated the obfcure paflages by occa- 
honal notes, and run the rifle of publifhing the whole 
at my own expence. To this I fhould have been 
more particularly inclined, as there are fo few poems 
of the fcriptural kind wrote by men of genius; 
though no fubject can be equally fublime and in- 
ftruftive, or more entertaining; witnefs Milton’s 
Paradife Loft, and Pope’s Meffiah. 

Could not Rivington get fome one to make thefc 
neceflary alterations ? Or if he does not care to en- 
gage in it, would not Dodfley undertake it, who is 
himfelf a poet, and very capable of abridging it in 
fome places, enlarging it in others, and thoroughly 
correfling the whole ?—Do you know Mr. Jofeph 
Wharton of Trinity College, Oxford, who tranflat- 
ed Virgil ?—He is very capable of doing this; and 
as he is a clergyman, I fhould imagine he would 
think his time well employed, in thus contributing 
to our blefled Mafter’s honour. 

Methinks if a fubfeription to modernize valuable 
authors, and thus refeue them from the pit of obli- 
vion, was properly fet on foot by fome men of emi- 
nence, and the propofals well drawn up, it would 
meet with due encouragement. I have often won- 
dered, that fuch an attempt has never yet been 
made. How many excellent books of the laft cen- 
tury are now out of print, whiift fuch a number of 
ufelefs and pernicious writings are continually pub- 
lifhed ? 

* I now fpend almoft my whole time in reading 
and praying over the Bible. Indeed, indeed you 
can’t conceive, how the fprings of life in me are 
relaxed and relaxing. ‘ What thou doft, do quick- 
‘ ly,’ is for me a proper admonition, as I am fo 
apprehenflve of my approaching diflblution.—My 
dear friend, attend to ‘the one thing needful.’— 
With this I fend you my heart, its warmeft good ' 
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wifhes, and moft tender affeftions; and till it ceafes 
to beat, I {hall never ceafe to pray for your abund- 
ant happinefs, or to be, my dear Sir, 

Your fincerely affectionate friend, 
James Hervey. 

Some of the paffages mentioned in the preceding 
letter, to have been folded down by Mr. Hervey, 
were as follow, 

In the three following ftanras, the poet fpeaks of 
man, as deflitute of all hope and remedy without 
IChrift. 

Should any to himfelf for fafety fly ? 
The way to fave himfelf (if any were) 

jls to fly from himfelf.—Should he rely 
Upon the promife of his wife? what there, 
What can he fee, but that he moft may fear, 

A flren, fweet to death ?—upon his friends ? 
1 (Who what he needs, or what he hath not lends ! 
i(Or, wanting aid himfelf, aid to another fends. 

IHis flrength? ’tisduft.—Hispleafure? caufeof pain. 
Hishope? falfe courtier.—Youthorbeauty ? brittle. 

Entreaty ? fond.—Repentance ? late and vain. 
Juft recom'penfe ? the world were all too little. 

1 : Thy love he hath no title to a tittle. 
aHell’s force ? in vain her furies hell {hall gather. 
; His fervants, kinfmen, or his children rather ? 

His child, if good, ftrall judge; if bad, {hall curfe 
his father. 

His life ? that brings him to his end, and leaves him. 
His end ? that leaves him to begin his wo. 

a His goods? what good in that which fo deceives him? 
His gods of wood ? their feet, alas ! are flow 

| To go to help, which muft be helpt to go. 
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Honour, great worth ? ah, little worth they be 
Unto their owners.—Wit ? that makes him fee, 
He wanted wit, who thought he had it wanting 

thee. * 

In another place repentance and faith arc thus de- 
fcribed : 

She f in an arbour fat 
Of thorny brier, weeping her curfed Hate, 

And her before a haily river fled, 
Which her blind eyes with faithful penance fed, 

And all about, the grafs wjth tears hung down its 
head. 

Her eyes, tho’ blind abroad, at home kept fall, 
Jnwards they turn’d, and look’d into her head, 

At which fhe often ftarted as aghaft, 
To fee fo fearful fpeftacles of dread ; 
And with one hand her breaft fhe martyred. 

Wounding her heart the fame to mortify; 
The other a fair damfel J held her by, 
Which if but once let go, fhe j| funk immediately. 

In another place is {hewn the fufficiency of Chrift 
and impotency in man. 

What hath man done, that man fhall not undo. 
Since God to him is grown fo near a kin ? 

Did his foe flay him ? he fhall flay his foe : 
Has he loft ail ? he all again fhall win. 
Is fin his mafter ? he fhall mafter fin. 

Too hardy foul with fin the field to try, 
The only way to conquer was to fly ; 
But thus long death hath liv’d, and now death’s felf 

fhall die. 
1 Faith, 
j] R:pcnta,ace. 

* Chrift 
-j- Repentance. 
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1 thrift is a path, if any be mifled ; 
I He is a robe, if any naked be ; 
5f any chance to hunger, he is bread ; 

If any be a bondman, he is free. 
I If any be but weak, how ftrong is he ? 
cfo dead men, life he is ;—to fick men, health ; 
To blind men, fight; and to the needy, wealth ; 
] \ pleafure without lofs j—a treafure without ftealth. 

I Defpair, Prefumption, Vain-glory, &c. &c. are 
tfnerfonified in different parts of the poem *, but the 

•receeding and following flanzas, will be fufncient 
o give the reader an idea of it; and therefore it 
vould be unneceffary to quote all the paffages to 

nvhich Mr. Hervey had referred. 

tre long they came * near to a baleful bow’r, 
Much like the mouth of that infernal cave, 

CVhich gaping flood all comers to devour, 
Hark, doleful, dreary, like a greedy grave 
That full for Carrion carcafes doth crave, 
he ground no herbs but venomous did bear, 

^or ragged trees did leaf, but every where 
[Dead bones, and fculls were caft, and Bodies hanged 

were. 

’'Tpon the roof the bird of forrow fat, 
Keeping back joyful day with her fad note, 

And through the lhady air the fluttering Bat 
Did wave her leathern fails, and blindly float: 
While with her wings the fatal fcreech-owl fmote 

Irh* unbleffed houfe; there on a craggy ftone 
Cf.i..?eno f hung, and made a direful moan, 

nd ail about the murdered ghofts did fhriek and 
groan. 

* The habitation of Defpair defcribecl. 
f One of the Harp:es.—See Virpit, Jin. Ilf. 
Infu'as lonio in magno : quas riira Cecako, 
Harpy.aque coiunt abs. 
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Like cloudy moon-fhine in fome fhadowy grove, 
Such was the light in which Despair did dwell, 

But he himfelf with night for darknefs flrove, 
H is black uncombed locks diihevell’d fell 
About his face; thro’ which as brands of hell 

Sunk in his Ikull, his (taring eyes did glow, 
Which madehim deadly look;—theirglimpfedid (how' 
Like cockatrices eyes, that fparks of poifon throw. 

Now he would dream that he from heav’n fell, 
And then would fnatch the air, afraid to fall; 

And now he thought he (inking was to hell. 
And then would grafp the earth; and now his (tall 
To him feem’d hell, and then he out wmuld crawl: 

And ever as he crept would fquint afide, 
Left he (hould be by fiends from hell efpied, 
And forc’d, alas ! in chains for ever to abide. 

Chrill’s triumph over death, by his fufferings on 
the crofs. 

A tree was firft the inftrument of ftrife, ' 
Where Eve to fin her foul did proftitute; 

A tree is now the inftrument of life, 
Tho’ ill that trunk, and Chrift’s fair body fuit; 
Ah, curfed tree! and yet, ah blefled fruit ! 

That death to him, this life to us doth give; 
Strange is the cure, when things pad cure revive, 
Ajid the Phyfician dies to make his patient live. 

Chrift’s triumph over death by his paflson in 

So may we oft a tender father fee, 
To pleafe his wanton fon, his only joy, 

Coaft all about to catch the roving bee, 
And (lung himfelf his bufy hands employ 
To fave the honey for the gamefome boy : 

the 
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)r from the fnake her rancorous teeth erafc, 
laking his child the toothlefs ferpent chafe, 
•r with his little hands her fwelling creft embrace. 

jihus Chrift himfelf to watch and forrow gives, 
|! While dew’d in eafy fleep dead Peter lies; 
mhus man in his own grave fecurely lives, 
v While Chrift alive with thoufand horrors dies. 

Yet more for ours than his own pardon cries: 
ijo fins he had, yet all our fins he bare; 
.1 j much doth God for others’ evils care, 
iind yet fo carelefs men for their own evils are. 

; The treachery of Judas is thus reprefented: 

aie drowfy Peter, fee where Judas wakes. 
Where Judas kifles him whom Peter flies; 

b kifs, more deadly than the fling of fnakes! 
s'Falfe love more hurtful than true injuries ! 
/! Ah me ! how dearly God his fervant buys ! 

l>r God his man at his own blood doth hold, 
had man his God for thirty pence hath fold: 

itl> tin for filver goes, and dunghill-drofs for gold. , 

I'jThe fpirits of juft men made perfe£t, are very 
^etically defcribed in the following ftanza. 

Ip forrow now hangs clouding on their brow; 
>tjNo bloodlefs malady empales the face; 
b age drops on their hairs his filver fnow; 
j^No nakednefs their bodies does embafe ; 
0N0 poverty themfelves and theirs difgrace ; 

-!h<'fear of death the joy of life devours, 
Jb unchafte fleep their precious time deflow’rs; 
3) lofs, no grief, no change wait on their winged 
1 hours. 

B b b 
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LETTER CCVII. 

Wefion-Favelly Nov. 7. 1758. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 
I Should be very ungrateful, if I did not thank 

you for your late prefent; and for the many 
obliging things you are pleafed to fay of me and 
my writings in your valuable letter.—I hope they: 
will be fuccefsful advocates, for the furtherance of 
the gofpel; and I am very forry to hear by you, as 
well as from feveral other of my correfpondents in 
Scotland, that the gentlemen of letters in that king-; 
dom are deplorably gone off from the fimplicity: 

and truth of the feriptures, and that the Socinian,- 
tenets are gaining ground apace.—I could wilh, me-; 
thinks, at this critical juneflure, that Alfop’s * Anti- 

* Anti-Sozzo, or againft Socinus (Fauftus,) a native of Sien-; 
na, whofe Italian name was Sozzo.—He wrote a book about 
r.t75> entitled, De Jefu Chfiflo Servatore, and died 1604; buf 
bis fedt was far from dying with him.—He held, that the Ari- 
ans had given too much to Jefus Chrifl ; and aflferted, that he, 
was mere man, and had no exigence before Mary.—He denied; 
that the Holy Ghoft was a diftinft perfon, and alledged, that 
the name of God given to Jefias Chrifl fignifies no more than 
that God the Father had given him a fovereign power over alt 
his creatures; and that, in confequence of this privilege, men 
and angels ought to adore him. He denied the redemption of 
Chrifl; affirming, that what he did for men, was only to give 
them a pattern of heroic virtue, and to feal his doftrine by his 
death. He held likewife other pernicious and erroneous tenets; 
which are too tedious here to mention.—In the reign of King 
Charles II. thefe Socinian tenets were gaining ground in Eng- 
land, when Mr. A!fop, one of the wittieft, as well as one of 
the heft of men in that age, wrote this book which he called 
Anti-Sozzo, in oppofition to the fundamental errors then main- 
tained by fome eminent divines, and in vindication of the great 
truths of the gofpel.—His own words extrafted from his prefacei 
to that work (which he ligned N. N. merely to avoid the riif- 
covery of his true name) are as follow. “ If the Socinians op- 
“ pofe, every true ChrifHan ffiould defend the gofpel of Jeltts 
“ Chrifl ; for the difpute is not now about decency and order; 
“about fringes and phyla tileries; about the tithing of mint, 
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sSozzo, which made its firft appearance in 1675, 
^vas judicioufiy abridged; and, in the neat Glafgow 

1 anife, anH cumin; but about the influence of the righteouf- 
i;t nefs of Chrift’s life, and the facrifice of his death, upon our 
h acceptance with God, about the intereft of the blefled Spirit 

‘ in the glorious work of the new creation; whether Chrtrt be 
f* a proper Pried, or not? whether as a Pried he offered himfeif 

as a proper facrifice to God, or not? whether God and man 
:t arc reconciled, and we redeemed from the curfe of the law 
r by the blood of Jefus, or not? whether we are juflified be- 

fore the juft and holy God by our own righteoufnels, or by 
the :ighteoufnefs of a Mediator?—and, in a word, whether 

“ the death of Chrift be the proper and immediate caufe of any 
“ one (ingle bleding, great or fraall, of the covenant of grace? 
“ In which the concerns, all the eternal hopes of every Chrif- 

tiau are wrapt up; and wherein, that he may not miftake., 
t “ and fo finally mifearry, as it is the unfeigned delign of my 
’ “ writing this book, fo it is my earned prayer.” 
IMr. Vincent Alfop, and Mr. William Sherlock (afterwards 

Doftor and Dean of St. Paul’s,) were pupils at St. John’s Col- 
lege, Cambridge, under the fame tutor. 

But when Sherlock, in a Socinian book, printed in 1674, im- 
!> properly intitled, A difeourf: concerning the knowledge of Je- 

fus Chrift, and our union anil communion with him, had in 
drollery ufed fuch, indecent expreflions as the following, viz. 
(page 46. of the (aid book) “ That the juftice of God hath 

1 “ glutted kfelf with revenge in the death of Chrift, and fo 
“ henceforward we ore f»re he will be very kind, as a revenge— 

t <c ful man is when his paflion is over;” and in the next page, 
rexpreffed himfelf ftill more indecently, by faying, that “the 

1'nm of which is this, that God is ail love and patience, when 
“ he has taken his fill of revenge, or, as others ufed to fay, the 
“ devil is very good when he is plealed;” when Mr. .Allbp read 
thefe pnffages, he was (hocked; and feeing Dr. Sherlock had 
no m re reverence to the Majefty of God, no more regard to 
the authority of fcr pfures, than to write as above, Mr. Alfop 
was determined to attack him, and to plead for Chrift and his 

..truth here at the footftool, who pleads for us, according to his 
1 truth, at the throne. Nor was any man better qualified than 

himfelf, either to give a check to a man of pherlock’s talents 
hand imperious difpofttion; or to the growing petulancy of the 
Ithen daily encroaching profanenefs—On grave fubjefts, lie ap- 
»peared, as he was, the truly reverend Mr. Alfop, and wrote 
1 with a becoming ferioufnefs, (ree his Pra«ftital godlinefs, the or- 
nament of religion, oftavo, publilhed in 1696 ;) but where wit 
might properly be (hewn, he difplayed his to great advantage, 
as may be feen in his Anti-Sozzo. He died much refpeifted 
and lamented, in May, 17c 
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type, reprinted in a duodecimo volume ;—though 
’tis almoft pity to abridge it, (unlefs it was well ex- 
ecuted,) as the whole is fo interefling, and might be; 

contained in two duodecimo volumes, or even in 
one oftavo volume, if printed at Glafgow.—It is, I 
can affure you, a very fmart book, and one of the 
beft defences of the evangelical doflrines I ever faw, 
or ever expert to fee, even if my life, which now 
draws very near its end, could be prolonged to the 
next century.—In fhort, I think it an unanfwerable 
performance ; and divines of every denomination 
would do well, to make themfelves thoroughly maf- : 
ters of this fpirited and entertaining writer; as 
they would then be able to defend the truth as it is i 
in Jefus, againft all kind of opponents, how witty,| 
keen, fubtle, or malignant foever the attack might 
be. I would therefore beg you to recommend this 
book as a fpecific againft Socinianifm ; and ufe your 
intereft to have it forthwith reprinted at Glafgow. 

Glad I am to be informed, that you are fo very 
zealous for the honour and intereft of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift.—What can make mankind happy, 
but his gofpel ?—What is worthy of our fedulous 
application, but his intereft?—What will be a fub- 
ftantial reward, but his acceptance, favour, and 
love ? 

I am now reduced to a ftate of infant weaknefs, 
and given over by my phylician.—My grand confo- 
Jation is to meditate on Chrift ;—and I am hourly 
repeating thofe heart-reviving lines of Dr. Young, > 

in his fourth night. 

This,—only this fubdues the fear of death ;— 
And what is this?—Survey the wondrous Cure : | 
And at each step let higher wonder rife ! 
1. Pardon for infinite offence !—2. and pardon 
Through means that fpeak its value infinite ! — 
3. Apardon bought withblood!—4. With blood divine! 
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15. With blood divine of him I made my foe ! 
j5. Perfifted to provoke!—7. Tho’ woo’d and aw’d, 
SBlefs’d and chaltis’d, a flagrant rebel ftill !— 
3. A rebel ’midft the thunders of his throne !— 
). Nor I alone !—10. A rebel univerfe !— 
11. My fpecies up in arms !—12. not one exempt! 
13. Yet for the fouleft of the foul he dies !— 
14. Moft joy’d,for the redeem’d from deepeft guilt!— 
15. As if our race were held of higheft rank ; 
And Godhead dearer, as more kind to man. 

Thefe amazing comfortable lines, I dare fay, 
you will treafure up in your heart;—and when you 
think of them, will think of me ; and I hope, dear 

iSir, pray for me, that I may not difgrace my mini- 
itftry, or dithonour the gofpel of my Mafter in my 
flaft moments, by unbelief;—bafc provoking unbe- 
lief !—This probably is the lalt time you will ever 
drear from me : for indeed ’tis with fome difficulty 
I have wrote now, but I lhall not fail to remem- 

uber you in my interceffions for my friends at the 
ilthrone of Chrift; and I humbly beg of God al- 
umighty, that the love of his Son may fweetly con- 
Iftrain you; and that his promifes may be ever ope- 

i rative on your mind.—I am, with great gratitude 
Hand much efteem, 

Reverend and dear Sir, 
Your affectionate brother in Chrift. 

LETTER CCVIII. 

Dear Sir, Friday Morn. 

' 'V/r O U aflc me what I think of you, in cafe it 
X fhould pleafe God to take you out of the 

i< world, in the perplexed ftate you have defcribed to 
lime.— An anfwer to fuch a queftion, is much more 
il difficult than you feem to be aware of; and there- 

B b b 3 
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fore I muft beg leave to decline paffing any fen- 
tence.—We minifters are to teach, warn, comfort,! 
and exhort every man, according to God’s moft; 
holy word ;—but after death, comes the judgement] 
on each of us. For alas! how little, how very lit- 
tle do we know of one another, or of ourfelves ? 
The moll amazing, perhaps, and one of the moft; 
humbling confiderations too, which can well be of- 
fered to the human mind, is, that, tho’ we cannot 
form a tolerable judgement of any man’s real con- 
dition, yet God lhall judge the world, the whole 
world, in equity; not fo much as one lingle cafe,; 
how intricate foever it may feem to us, will he mif- 
take.—He was, is, and ever {hall be, omnifcient and: 

omniprefent.—And yet, fhort lighted creatures as] 
we are, how often do we ufurp this prerogative,, 
and prefume to judge our fellow-creatures ! A cer-. 
tain author, whole name I forgot, (though I regi- 
ftered to the following efte£l from him in one of 
my old diaries), has obferved, “That it is impof- 
“ fible for us mortals, to form an equitable judge- 
“ ment of the ftate of any one individual; becaufe 
“ God alone knows all the circumftances he has; 
“ been, and now is in.—He alone can be the pro- 
“ per judge of his abilities'and powers;—what op-' 
“ portunities he had of improving himfelf, and of 
“ doing good;—what were the force of his temp-. 
“ tations; what difficulties he had to ftruggle 
“ with;—what portion of divine grace was given 
“ to him ;—what natural underftanding he had ;— | 
“ what acquired knowledge was or could be obtain- 
« ed by him; and, in ffiort, what the true ftate of 
“ his cafe was.—Nor will he condemn any one un- 
“ juftly or arbitrarily.—How comfortable a reflec- 
“ tion is this ! efpeciallyno one who is cruelly per- 
“ fecuted, or unjuftly cenfured,—that God {hall 
“ judge the world in equity,—and yet,—what a 
“ tremendous thought is it, that every day we live 
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“ we provoke this Judge of all men, and increafe 
“ our heap of fin,—which fwells into fuch a fright- 
“ ful fize, fuch a ftupendous mountain of guilt, as 
“ wijj make us one day (land amazed at the fight 
“ of it.—But ‘ what art thou, O thou great moun- 
“ tain? before Zerubbabel thou fhalt become a 
“ plain,’ Zech. iv. 7.—‘ We have an Advocate with 
“ the Father, Jefus Chrilt the Righteous, and he is 
“ the propitiation for our fins.’—Oh ! that I may 
“ have a devout and lively faith in him, as it is by 
<£ him alone my fins can be cancelled.—May the 
“ cry of his blood drown their clamour.—We are, 

moft juft God, the children of thy wrath, and he 
“ is the Son of thy love, who died to fave us, and 
“ through whom thou art willing to receive us.— 
“ Yet what a diftruftful fainting of mind comes over 
“ me, on the remembrance of former tranfgref- 
“ fions, which neither a refledfion on God’s inef- 
“ fable goodnefs, nor on the unbounded value of 
“ the facrifice of Chrift, can effectually relieve ?— 
“ Hear me, O Lord God, in this my hour of heart- 
“ felt diftrefs, nor take thou vengeance of my fins: 
“ fpare thy creature, O Lord, fpare him, whom 
“ thou haft redeemed with thy moft precious blood; 
“ let thy mighty Spirit fit me for mercy and accept- 
“ ance, and be not, oh ! be not angry with me for 
“ ever.” 

With this profe-quotation, I fend you a copy of 
verfes on the renovation of a finner ; which will, 
perhaps, at this time, be neither unacceptable nor 
unfeafonable.—It was wrote by a very particular 
friend of mine, and is as poetical as it is inftrucftivc 
and confolatory. 

w 

I. 
HEN with my mind devoutly prefs’d, 
Dear Saviour ! my revolving breaft 

Would paft offences trace ; 
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Trembling I make the black review, 
Yet pleas’d behold, admiring too. 

The power of changing grace. 

II. 
This tongue, with blafphemies defil’d, 
Thefe feet, to erring paths beguil’d. 

In heavenly league agree ; 
Who would believe fuch lips could praife. 
Or think my dark and winding ways 

Should ever lead to thee ? 

III. 
Thefe eyes, that once abus’d their fight. 
Now lift to thee their wat’ry light, 

And weep a filent flood ; 
Thefe hands afcend in ceafelefs pray’r. 
Oh ! wafh away the ftains they wear 

In pure, redeeming blood ! 

IV. 
Thefe ears, that pleas’d could entertain 
The midnight oath, the luftful ftrain, 

When round the feftal board j 
Now deaf to all th’ enchanting noife. 
Avoid the throng, deteft the joys, 

And long to hear thy word. 

V. 
Thus art thou ferv’d : in ev’ry part, 
Oh ! wouldft thou but transform my heart, 

That drofly thing refine ; 
That grace might nature's llrength controul. 
And a new creature,—body, foul, 

Be all,—be ever thine. 

I tranfcribed thefe verfes, as I hope you’ll com- 
mit them to your memory; and often repeat them 
as you ride or walk, till your tongue, lips, eyes, 
ears, and very heart, are fubfervient to the great 
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end of your falvation, and that of others.—Exert 
yourfelf; be of good cheer, the clouds that darken 

>:he face of your affairs, will ere long difperfe. He 
!>hat gave his blood for you, and refufed not to 
bear the racking agonies of the crofs for you,—he 

iwill not leave you nor forfake you. God who is 
faithful and juft, has promifed to forgive us our 
fins through the mediation of his Son. Lord, I 
believe this, help thou our unbelief.—So wifhes and 
fo prays 

Tours very fincerely. 

LETTER CCIX. 

Dear Sir, Wejion-Fcwell, Monday Morning. 

I Am much obliged to you for the loan of Dr. 
Squire’s Inquiry into the foundation of the 

Englifh conftitution. The performance feems to be 
curious, ufeful, and interefting.—But how intereft- 
ing foever the fubjeft may be to others, it can be 
very little fo now to me; as my indifpofition is dai- 
ly increafing, and muft, in all human probability, 
foon put an end to my being. 

In fpite of the farcaftical reflexions you fay are 
thrown upon me, I muft recommead to every one 
Marfhall on SanXification, and Jenks’s Submifiion 
to the righteoufrefs of God.—Thefe are with me 
the two fundamental books :—thefe teach vital reli- 
gion. Do they who would decry faith, and extol 
their good works, diftinguifh themfelves by the 
praXice of them ? If not, I muft beg leave to fay, 
they are felf-condtfmned.—Only obferve for the 
next month (by their fruit you will know them) the 
conduX of thofe, who are fuch loud advocates for 
the merit, the dignity of man, and the freedom of 
his aXion; and of thofe who rely on the aXive and 
paffive obedience of Chrift. And then tell me iu» 
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genioufly, which are the people that pay the great- 
eft reverence to the word of God; and in particular- 
to the fourth commandment?—Inquire which cL 
them ufe family-prayer? whofe converfation is moft 
edifying ?—which of them vifit and travel on Sun- 
days? and which of them pafs that holy day as be- 
comes thofe who have named the name of Chrift ? : 

I will be bold to fay, that, on an impartial examin- 
ation, the majority will be found on the fide of 
thofe, who embrace the do&rine of the imputation 
of Chrift’s righteoufnefs; and who expe£t falvation 
by him alone, and not by deeds which they have 
done. Yet I fhould wonder how men of dif- 
cernment (men who, one would think, ftiould be 
daily fenfible of their innumerable failings) could • 
poffibly efpoufe the oppofite doftrines, had I not 
too many melancholy proofs to the contrary.—You i 
may fafely confide in this doftrine; for this, dear 
Sir, is not to be confidered as the particular opi- 
nion of James Hervey, but it is the general opinion ; 

of our exemplary reformers; ’tis the dodtrine of our 
articles and our homilies.—Will you fay, that our 
modern moral Chriftians, if I may fo call them, 
are to be fct in competicn with men like thefe ? I 
appeal to facts.—Mark the efFett of preaching mere 
morality, and of preaching the grace of Chrift.— 
But fo long as the devil is fuffered to deceive the 
nations, and fo long as the heart is unconvinced of 
fin, we may affure ourfelves, the dodtrines of jufti- 
fication by Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and falvation by 
free grace, will meet with cppofition. Therefore 
St. Paul exhorts Timothy, Ayumi^s tov k'-lKov <tyuvx rm 

‘ to fight the good fight of faith;’ it is an ad- 
drefs to a combatant, and fuppofes a conflidf; a no- 
ble conflidl, /.sow, the fineft word in the moft ex- 
preflive language, importing all that is good and 
great; let us not then be afhamed of the caufe. 

My cough is very troublefome—I can get little 
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reft—medicines yield no relief—but my never-fail- 
ing cordial is the love of Chrift. 

Religion bears my fpirits up, 
A faithful and unchanging God 

Lays the foundation for my hope, 
In oaths, * —in promifes, f —in blood. | 

Watts’ Hymns, book I. 

Staynoe (fee let. 130.) whom you inquire after, 
was a good man, a tutor at Trinity-College, Oxford, 
and afterwards Retlor of St. Leonard, Fofterlane ; 
and, in the year 1704, publilhed, in two volumes 
oftavo, his. treatife on Salvation by Jefus Chrift. 
Mine is the fecond edition.—It is no contemptible 
book, though the ftyle is rather too prolix, and he 
has fome peculiar notions.—But who has ever feen 
a faultlefs book ?—All writers have their failings 
more or lefs.—No mortal is exempted from them ; 
not even Homer, Virgil, or Milton himfelf.—This 
ought to teach us candour and humility in fuch a 
ftate of imperfection ; and above all, it fhould in- 
fpire us with a reverential admiration of the book 
of Goo, which alone is free from error; by which 
we are guided into all truth; and in which we are 
promifed eternal life, procured for us by the right- 
eoufnefs, fufferings, and mediation of Jefus Chrift. 
—I with, moft heartily wiftt, you may fufficiently 
regard this ineftimable book; and then,you will be 
like the tree planted by the water-fide, which bring- 
eth forth its fruits in due feafon; and like that hap- 
py man of whom it is written by the Pfalmift, 
t Look ! whatfoever he doth, it lhali profper.’ 

I am, my dear friend, 

AffeClionately and unalterably yours, 
James Hervey. 

* Keb. vi. 17. | a Pet. i. 4. | Rev. i. S’ 
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JACOBI HERVEY 
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L I B R O J O B I 

E P I S T O L A 

A D 

G A R O L U M THAYER. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

THIS Epiftle was publifhed by John Riving- 
ton, Mr. Hervcy’s bookfeller, in 1 766, and 

fold at. 6d. The following advertifement is prefix- 
ed to it. 

“THE defign of this publication, is to acquaint 
the reader with the late ingenious Mr. Hervey’s fen- 
timents on the book of Job ; and it is given to the 
community in the language with which it was pen- 
ned, as a fpecimen of this author’s Latin ftyle: but 
as it has never been corredbed, it is prefumed, that 
the candid reader will make proper allowances for 
its defedls. 

“ AT. B. The original letter'(without the leaft vari- 
ation) was tranfmitted to the prefs, by the Rev. 
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Mr. Robert Knight, Rector of Wefton-Favell in 
Northamptonfliire, who married Mr. Hervey’s 
jyoungtft filler; and it is now depofited in the 
hands of Mr. Rivington, for the fatisfa&ion of 
luch as defire to be ail'ured of its authenticity. 

The tranfiation of this excellent letter, which 
w makes its firft appearance in print, was under- 
ten by the printer, at the defire of feveral gentle- 
;n, who conceived, that the inferting the Latin 
py of it only in our author’s works, would be of 
' ufe to the generality of the encouragers of this 
ition. Though tire Tranllator does not pretend 
at the tranflation is any way equal to the original, 
t he flatters himfelf he has given the author’s 
eaning which may be of ufe to the unlearned, 
hofe who are (killed in fhe learned languages will 
efer the original, and cannot be difpleafed that 

. r. Hervey is alfo made to fpeak in Engliih to thofe 
i.ho do not underhand Latin. 

i   

REVERENDO VIRO 

CAROLO THAYER 

S A L U T E M. 

A /TIRO R equidem, vir fpedtatiffime, tantam 
'(.V.L tibi linguae non vernaculae, quaeque ab ho- 
tnernis colloquiis exulat, copiam in promptu efle. 

11 te jamdudum noflem, uberrima ifta Romani e- 
pquii penus facile me induceret ut crederem, Tuf- 
luli * te potius quam Abingtonae fhabitafle.—Quod 

1 * TuC-nlum, urts Jtalica, ubi villa Ciceronis. 
It Abingunia, ojpidulum prope Nortbantoniara. 

C C C 
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ad me attinet, quum probe fciam, quam rudis fim 
et inexercitatus in hoc fcribendi genere paulum ab«- 
fuit quin filentum mihi perpetuum indixiflem. Per. 
plurimos dies, tenuitatis noftne confcius, manum de 
tabula timidam cohibui. Verum enimvero pudor re- 
clamavit, animufque ab ingratitudine abhorrens fti- 
mulos addidit ; atque inde fit ut calamus, impar li- 
cet et ineptus, ad epiftolare munus jam tandem ex- 
ckatus eft. 

Gratias itaque ago, quantas poflum maximas, 
quod plurima mihi notatu digniflima de Jobo, Jobi- 
que libro, pro fingulari tUa humanitate atque eru- 
ditione, ultro communicafti.—Verfionem imprimis-i 
ad examen revocas. Nitida ea eft, elegantiarum . 
ferax, vimque Hebraearum vocum, fupra quod fpe- 
rari potuit, vix imminutam tradit. Addas licet, 
r.ovam earn efl'e in plurimis, fed quae au&oritatem 
fuam fecum afferat, et legentium fuffragia primo 
ftatim ab intuitu adfcifcit.—Notasdeinde fagaci per-' 
curris oculo. Quas qui legit religitque, haud facile 
eft dicere, utrum plus fit reportaturus utilitatis, ex' 
ampliflima oriental’s eruditionis fegete ; ceu potius 
obledftamenti, a dulcifRmo iiio criticte artis nore. j 
Adeb non frivola funt et futilia quae ubique anno- ! 
tantur, ut vocabulorum emphafm, argumentorum 
pondera, fenfuum fublimitatem, colloquii denique 
telam pulcherrimo ordine dedudbam, manu limatif- > 
fima admota colluftrant. Imb, tanto affufo lumine 
colluftrant, ut vel mihi hebetioris ingenii viro pa- - 
tefcant, et patefadba piaceant. Quid multis ? eum 
ipfum, puto, commentatorem nadbus eft Jobus, 
quern prte omnibus optaflet, fi fupcrftes adhuc inter 
homines verfaretur. « 

De Jobi aevo, quo vixit, non conftat inter dodbcs, 
neque opinor conftabit unquam. Atqui verifimilli- 
ma videtur quam tu aliique tuentur opinio. In ve- 
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tras partes non invitus tranfeo. Illuftrem hunc 
irincipem non nifi poft Abrahamum floruit'ie certo 
erdus eft. Qui enim nomen terne dedit, quam 
Iter amicorum coluit, Temanitidi, is inter Efaui 
fofteros numeratur. Prohibet porro infigniftimum 
tud encomium quo cohoneftatur a Spiritu Sandbo, 
e fufpicemur eum diebus patriarchum If'aaci aut 
acobi vitam tranfegiffe. Vix potuit vere dici yaxs 
rue s3 nifi poft funera Jofephi. Inter hunc igi- 
pr morte ablatum, et Mofen ex ephebis exceftum, 
imnino ftatuenda videtur aera Jobi. 

: Be fcripto ipfo, profiuxifte illud ab alia quam 
bbi manu nullus dubito. Is quippe inter Arabae 
intritus, atque Arabum linguse aftuefaflus, vix 
tma fuit Hacbraicarum literarurn peritia imbu- 
tss, quanta opus erat ad res tales tali verborum ni- 
|re et concinnitate confignandas chartis. Si Mofi 
Buhori librum afcribere quis maluit, quod Angli- 
ama noftra in obfervatiunculis fuis margini aftixis 
tlitio innuit, turn demum arbitror ante Ifraelitas 
jjtr deferta tradudtos confe6lum efte. Legiflatot 
■ e celeberrimus dum tanto agmini ducem fe refto- 
inmque prjebuk, vix pctuit ad hiftoriam poe'ticam 
1 ntexendam animvm appelkre. Ingens pneterta 
arum quotidie agendarum imikitudo atque onus, 
a tale aliquid moliretur, mentem fine dubio abftra- 
^rent. Nulla zutem ca potuit opponunior efte oc- 
jfio, qux illi obtigit, dum exul inter Midianitas 
*ramoratus eft. Rufticabatur tunc temporis ; oti* 
llatur; omnia habuit indulta, quae poe'tse ingenium 
Jimulare atque accendere folent. Huic infuper 
ktentias adftipulativr, quod in eas regiones relega- 
i:, omnia quae ad Jobnm, finidmae terra; incolam, 
E'tinerent, edifcere potuit uberius. Gnavirer quo- 
Se pro tali conjectura militat frequentior exotici 

amatis uCus, phrafiumque varietas Arabicam/ in- 
oem planejedolentium.—Warburtonus nofter om- 

C C C 2 
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ni nifu id agit, ut Efrae fcriptorum facrorum ultimo 
thefaurarium hoc theologias, philofophiacj atque om 
nigense fere doddrinae acceptum referamus. Qjjs 
quidem hypothefis, fpcciofa licet, et rationibus neu 
tiquam contemnendis fubnixa, fidem apud me no) 
obtinet. Signa enim funt (ni vanus auguror) et cri 
teria, paflim per librum fparfa, quae aetatem long* 
antiquiorem fubindicant. Ad legem latam aut re 
geftas Ifraelitarum ne allufum eft, quod mihi videri 
contigit, ufpiam. Nulli'oi vel men’tio fit miraculo' 
rum in Ailgypto et per deferta editorum. Quae tan 
turn cuivis poemati conciliarent decus, tantum por 
ro Judaeis folamen fuppeditarent, ut a nemine cor 
dato intadda prorsus relinquerentur.—Inter alia qua 
icripfifti pulcherrima, tiw yvwuTi'ijz toti huic hiftoria 
adftruis. Adeb non effe afieris, affertufnque probas 
fidditium quondam pii ingenii lufum, ut omnia i 
contra revera agerentur. Proinde non debere ali 
quem inter legendum putare, fibi ante oculos effi 
cjus folius quod fieri potuit figmentum, fed genu; 

inam ejus quod fuit narrationem. Me jam ante: 
huic opinioni accedentem, fecerunt quas protulift 
rationes, ut ei avddius adhaeream.—Etfi verb hiftoria 
veritatem fibi vindicet, dramatici tamen operis le 
pores pne fe fert. Voces fi fpeddes, ornatiflimte ilia 
cultiffimreque, non tarn enarrant, quam res confpi 
ciendas ferine exhibent. Senfibus autem nihil gra. 
vius grandius, fublimius, Deo infpirante dignius 
aut humano generi magis fcitu necefiarium. Cha 
radderum interea diverfitas mira; quodque artis ef 
fummre, ad vivum depiddi finguli, et fibi invicen 
undique conftantes.—Altera infuper venuftatis fpe 
cie gaudet Jobaeis noftra, quae artificiofis dramatico 
rum commentis decori eft atque ornamento. Noi 
fumum ex fulgore, quod monuit criticus, fed er 
fumo lucem edit. Sermone pedeftri orditur. Ind 
pedetentim progreditur ad altiores dicendi modos 
Et cothurno induto, fenfibus quoque aflurgit. Rei 
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rum major nafcitur ordo. Vehementiores congrei- 
f-us. Acriora confiictantium certamina. Ufque dum 
nihil amplius aut fortius liinc illinc dici potuit. 
Turn demum intervenit moderator. Qute prave dic- 
ta funt utrinque fubatto penfitat judicio, debitaque 
reprehenfione caftigat. Summit, fi fieri poteft, ope 
nititur, ut fervidos difputantium animos cornponat, 
litemque diu agitatam dirimat. Sed fruftra. Major 
ineft nodus, et difficilioris longe folutionis, quam 
ut juveni remonflranti cedat. Deus, ecce Deus 
adeft! quidquamne augufiius excogitari poffit? Qui 
circuitus ccelorum perambulat, in arenam quafi 
(conftet fumma reverentia didto) defcendit. Quique 
aftra per inane volventia librat, ii.le ipse contra- 
verfne hujus momenta et pondera requa quafi bilance 
trutinat. Deo autem crante caufam, ut ferocientes 
animi fubfidunt! reniti cefiant. Manus dant. Ob- 
mutefcunt. Jobus ipfe, quem lautiores de fua puri- 
tate tumidique nimis eonceptus, ultra quam par e- 
rat, vexerant, erroris contidlus, iniquitatis manife- 
ftus, pudore fuffunditur, arma projicit, ad pedes 
irtfinitie mifericordia.* venerabundus devolvitur. No- 
fcit feipfum y poenitentiam agit; cedendo vincit; 
eumque, fimul atque fe coram Deo humillime de- 
primit, calamitatis fortitus eft exitum, quem nefas 
efiet expe£lare, dum inculpatam fibi integritafem te- 
mere nimis arrogavit. Omnia fua, non ita pridem 
mffere deperdita, cumulatifiima manu reponit, au- 
ger, ftabilitque numen propitium. Palmte ad in- 
ftar, preffus refurget; quumque omnes de felicitate 
fua conclamatum iri arbitrabantur, turn demum re- 
Idiviva evafit, multbque, quam olim, Iretius efHoru- 
lit.—Quim fubitanea atque infperata prorsus cata- 
Iftrophe ! quam jucundus malorum finis ! quam pul- 
chra coronis toto operi fuperindutfta ! 

Ltrviter hjec tetigifle fufficiat. A rebus curiofie 
fpeculationis, tuo dmftus exemplo, ad utiliora longe 
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mentem calamumque verto. Quse fidem vacillan- 
tem fuffulciant, praximque errabundam nimis, gu- 
bernatoris folertis ritu ad clavum affidue fedentis, 
corrigant dirigantque, ea nunc confideranda occur- 
runt.—Quod prudenter mones, de edifcenda animi 
fortitudine ex Jobo affli£lionum agminibus laceffito 
nec tamen frafto aut proftrato; de petendis infuper 
ad patientiam incitamentis ex Jobo mala acerbiffima 
paffb, atque humiliter fe et fummifse ferendo oneri 
accingente ; id avide arripio ; memoria dcfixum te- : 

neo ; Deumque precor ut in ima atque intima cor- 
dis tranfeat.—Nobiliffimum iilud quod refurre£Uoni 
* mortuorum perhibetur teftimonium, te eo remit- 
tentc meditationes noftras, libenter adeo. Quum- 
que aliqui, de re Chriiliana non bene meriti, monu- 
mentum iftud rere perennius, auro pretiofius con- 
vellere fatagunt, pergratum fane operam navat in-1 
terpres nofter, dum validiffimis rationum viribus id 
fibi ftabiiiendam accipit. Non te latet fuifle inter 
eruditos, qui pulcherrimam hanc Jobinre fidei con- ; 
feffionem aliorfum detorquere ftudent; et dc fortu- 
nis folummodb redintegratis ut intelligatur velint. j 
Quem quidem errorem radicitus avulfum et fundi- 
tus deletum, non fine gaudio et gratulatione, in lu- 
cubrationibus bifce accuratiflimis contemplari da-1 
turn eft.—Quod mihi de Redemptore 'bw fuggeris, ! 
id profe£to arridet magnopere, et toto pe£tore am- 
pledtor. Vellem de quocunque facrorum volumi- 
num libro dicere, quod olim Auguftinus optimei 
“ Sunt fcripturae tuae delicite meae.” Nulla eit inter 
codices divinos pagina, quae non aurifodinis fit prae- 
ftantior; nulla vel minutiffima infpirat^ veritatis 
portiuncula, quin melle Hyblaeo dulcior longe. 
Quae autem de Christo vaticinantur; Chris- 
tum five venturum fpondent, five adventum de- 
pingunt; Christum, aegris medelam, lugentibus 
folatium, vicariam pro fontibus vidtimam, ^ 

* Vide Jobi cap. six. jj. 
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a/ji^w/cv, ea apud me infinitum quantum ! palmam 
maeripiunt. Renident ea margaritarum initar hinc 
nde corufcantium; five, ut cum poeta loquar, velut 

inter ignes luna minores. De his colloquia apud 
redes privatas, de his pro roftro conciones, de his 
denique contemplationes domi, foris, inftituere ge- 
ftirem. Imo in his totus efiem, atque immorarer 
jugiter, nifi corruptela, proh dolor! naturae infita 
obftaret; vagaeque ac inftabiles cogitationes men- 
tem in contraria identidem defle&erent. Haec enim 
edidicifle, fapientia elt; his fidem adhibuilTe, falus. 
Qui haec ad unguem caller, bonus evadet theologus; 
quique animo penitius imbibit, Chriftianus. 

At quo feror ? In quae fpatia eflufus, trans limi- 
tes epiftolaris commercii excurro ? Reprimo me 
tandem. Unum duntaxat, prae aliis eximium, e 
verfione antea laudata, locum feligere liceat. Ea 
erit fcriptiunculae hujus noftrae meta, et patientiae 
tuae lalTae plus fatis et defatigatae levamen. Verum 
ibi priftinumque fenfum, acerrimo ingenii acumine 
e tenebris erutum, et non fine magno fanae doftrr- 
nae commodo repofitum, laetus afpicio. Pericopam, 
fi vacat, videre ell cap. iv. 17. Num moralis a 
(non pr*, ut noitra fe habet hie faltem malefida 
verfio) numine juftus erit? Haud memini legifle 
me, aut narrando accepifie, ab ullo unquam, eo im- 
pudentiae deventum iri, ut juftiorem fie Deo, per- 
fedlionis omnimodae fonte ac norma, venditare au- 

ifit. Vix igitur, imo ne vix quidem operae pretium 
Ifuiffet, tanto cum conamine dittorum et pompa re- 

fellere, quod in nullius quotquot funt mortalium 
cogitationes introire potuit. Neque aliud quam 
nugatorem agit feriptor divinus, fi fidem reditioni 
receptae habes: fin vero Schultenfii admittas, non 
item. Exhibet ilia nodum Deo vindice dignarn. 
Errorem perftringit jugulatque, quo nullus alius 

£i exitialior, quive importunius fefe in mentes noftras 
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ingerit. Speciem omnem humani, quod vocatur, 
meriti tollit, convellit, conculcat. Neque Unit, ut 
minima vel fanftiflimis hominum, aut fua ja&andi, 
aut fe juftificandi, anfa fit relifta. Quin omnes om- 
nitio, utcunque pietatis puritatifque encomiis per 
terras nobilitatos, coram fupremo judice reos, ma- 

(iitit. Nulios proindc pofle a tremendo 
illo tribunali poenarum expertes abire, nifi gratuito 
iis condonentur .peccata, et Christx Mediatoris- 
jjuftitia iis in falutem imputetur. Ecce revera evan- 
gelicum ante evangelium ! Qui non cutem folam 
eeconomize iftius falutiferte inveniffet palpando, fed 
in ipfiffima vifcera et medullas quodammodb pene- 
tralTe videtur. Felices nos noftrofque, fi eandem 
fidem medullitus haufifl'e detur ! Amo mehercule 
hominem, qui felieiter commentando haec tam lu- 
eulenta iv&yyiKttL Jobo, Chriftianifmo, nobii'que et- 
iam, aut infcitia Hebraicae diclionis aut incuria in- 
terpretum ablata, inftauravit demum ac rellituit. 
Te vero impenfius, vir reverende, amo atque colo ; 
duiciflima cujus amicitia, plus una alteraque vice 
experimento cognita, fecit, ut ampliflimam ex ea 
voluptatis atque emolumenti mefl'em Iperare, ac 
mihimet ipG poliiceri audeam. Ut vivas, valcafque, 
sx animo optat 

Tibi devinftiflimus. 

Jacobus Hervey. 

P. S. Si qua in re tibi, falute recuperata prodeller 
potero, id ne dicam roges, fed. jubeas velim. 



T O 

The Rev. Mr. CharlesThayer, 

Respected Sir, 7 

TRULY I am furprifed, that you have fo ready 
a faculty of exprdhng yourlelf in a language 

which is not your mother-tongue, and which is ba- 
nifhed from modern converfation. Unlefs I had 
been intimately acquainted with you long ago, that 
fruitful fund of Roman elocution would eafily in- 
duce me to believe, that you had dwelt at Tufcu- 
lum *, rather than at Abingdon f. As to myfelf, 
well knowing my rudenefs and want of exercife in 
this kind of writing, I was on the point of impo- 
fing a perpetual filence on myfelf. For feveral 
days, fenfible of my own incapacity, I withheld my 
timorous hand from the delk. But indeed fhame 
remonftrated, and a mind extremely averfe to in- 
gratitude, egged me on; and hence it is, that my 
pen, though unequal and ill fitted for the talk, is 
now at laft excited to give you the trouble of a let- 
ter. 

I render you my greateft thanks for your volun- 
tarily communicating to me, out of your lingular 
humanity and erudition, many remarks worthy of 
the highell notice, concerning Job, and his book. 
In the firll place, you bring the verfion to the touch- 
itone. It is neat, replete with elegance, and gives 
the force of the Hebrew phrafes, in their full 
ftrength, beyond any man’s expedlation. Add to 

* Tufculum, a town of Italy, where Cicero’s country-houfs 
flood. 

■(• Abingdon, a litlle town near Northampton. 
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this, that though it is new in molt inftances,* yet it 
is what carries its authority in its bofom, and gains . 
the reader’s affent at the very firlt fight. Then you 
run over the notes with a fagacious eye. Which 
whoever reads and reads over again, it is not eafy 
to fay, whether he wiil carry off more profit from 
that very large crop of eaftern learning, or rather 
delight from that moft agreeable flower of the art 
of criticifm. So that the remarks every where in- 
terfperfed are not trifling or unimportant, as they, 
with great ingenuity and Ikill, illultrate the empha- 
fis of the words, the weight of the arguments, the 
fublimity of the meaning, and the thread of the 
difeourfe laid cut in a moft beautiful order. Nay, 
they fliine with fo glaring a light, that they are 
clearly underftood even by me a man of a dull ap- 
prehenfion, and being underftood, pleafe me. In 
fhort. Job, I fancy, has got the very commentator, 
which he would have preferred to all others, if he 
bimfelf had been now living and ednverfant among 
men. 

As to the age in which Job lived, the learned are 
not agreed, nor I fuppofe ever will. But that opi- 
jiion which you and others maintain, feems to be 
moft probable. I willingly go over to your fide. 
Nothing is more certain, than that this illuftrious 
hero lived after Abraham. For he who gave a 
name to the country which one of his friends, the 
Temanite inhabited, is reckoned among the pofte- 
rity of Efau. Moreover, that very remarkable en- 
comium with which he is honoured by the Holy 
Spirit, forbids us to imagine that he lived in the 
days of the patriarchs Ifaac or Jacob. It could 
fcarce be truly faid, that there was none like him 
in the earth, unlefs he had lived after the death of 
Jofeph. The time of Job feems therefore to be 
truly placed between the deceafe of Jofeph and the 
manhood of Mofes. 
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As to the writing itfelf, I have no doubt that it 

proceeded from any other hand than that of Job. 
For he being educated among the Arabs, and ufed 
o their language, he had fcarce fo great fkill in the 
riebrew learning, as was neceflary for configning to 
writing fuch important matters in fo neat and'ele- 
gant a ftyle. If any chufe to afcribe the book to 
VIofes as its author, as our Englifh edition has inti- 
nated in the notes on the margin, then I fuppofe 
t was wrote before the paffage of the Ifraelites 
hrough the wildernefs. While that celebrated law- 
giver was employed as the guide and ruler of fo 
;reat a company, he could fcarce apply his mind to 
vrite a poetical hiftory. Befides, the great number 
nd weight of the matters he had to do every day, 

uld, without doubt, divert his mind from fo 
reat an undertaking. And no time could be more 
vournble to him, than that which he enjoyed, 
hile he lived as an exile among the Midianites. 

le dwelt in the country at that time, had much 
ifure, and had all conveniencies which ufe to fti- 
rulate and fire the genius of a poet. What fur- 
ler {Lengthens this opinion, is, that being banilh- 
d into thofe countries, he could have full informa- 
tm of every thing relating to Job, who dwelt in 
>e neighbouring land. The frequent ufe too of 
foreign idiom, and a variety of phrafes plainly 
effing-of the Arabian genius, plead ftfbngly in 

iehnlf of fuch a conjefture.—Our countryman Dr. 
arburton labours hard to prove, that wre are in- 

ebted to Ezra, the lafl: of the facred writers, for 
jjfis treafure of divinity, philofophy, and all kind 
Iff learning. But this hypothefis, however fpecious 
bid fupported by reafons nowife defpicable, does not 
pmmand my aflent. For unlefs I guefs wrong, 
[ere are marks and charafters fcattered every where 
)rough the book, which denote a much more an- 
llent period. There is no where any aliufion, fo 
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far as I could obferve, to the promulgation of the 
law, or the exploits of the Ifraelites. In no place is 
there any mention of the miracles performed in E- 
gypt or through the deferts. Which would have 
given fo great a dignity to any poem, and afforded 
fo much comfort to the Jews, that they could never 
have paffed unnoticed by any wife man. Among 
other very beautiful things that you have wrote, 
you eftablifh the genuinenefs of this whole hiftory. 
Confequently you do not alfert it to be, and prove 
what you have aflerted, a certain fictitious amufe- 
meht of a pious genius, but that, on the contrary, 
it was a real tranfaddion : that therefore no one, 
in reading, ought to imagine, that he has .before 
his eyes a fiddion of what might have been done, 
but a genuine narrative of what actually happened. 
I was formerly of this opinion, and the reafons . 
you have brought forth, make me adhere more 
clofely to it.—®ut although it claims the truth of a 
real hiftcry, it difplays all the pleafant entertain- 
ment of a dramatic performance. If you confider 
the words, which are molt elegant and ornate, they 
don’t fo much relate, as exhibit to view, the feveral 
tranfaddions. And nothing is more important, 
more grand, more fublime, more worthy of an in- , 
fpiring God, or more neceffary for mankind to 
know. Mean-time, there is a furprifmg diverfity 
of charadders, and, what is the highefl attainment . 
of art, they are every one painted to the life, and 
every where confiflient with one another.—More- 
over, our hildory of Job is difbinguifhed by another 
fpecies of elegance, which is a decoration and or- * 
nament to the artificial romances of dramatic writ- 
ers. He does not bring fmoke from a flafh, as a 
critic has obferved, but light from fmoke. He be- 
gins with profe, and then in a trice he proceeds to 
the higher modes of fpeaking; and putting on a 
bulkin, rifes up to the fenfes. A greater order odd 
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things commences; more vehement conferences j 
more fierce attacks of the difputants; until nothing 
more important or more forcible can be faid on ei- 
ther fide. Then at laft a mediator comes in. The 
perverfe fayings of each party he weighs with a de- 
liberate judgement, and chaftifes with due reprehen- 
ion. He endeavours with his utmoft might, if pof- 
Gble, to calm the warm fpirits of the difputants, and 
iecide a controverfy that has been long litigated. 
Jut in vain. The difficulty is greater, and of far 
harder folution, than to yield to the remonftrance of 
i youth. A God, behold a God appears! Can any 
:^ing more majeftic be contrived ! He who traverfes 
the circuits of the heavens, defcends (let me fpeak 
.vith the utmoft reverence) as it were to the land. 
Amd he who balances the ftars that roll through the 
;mpty air, he himself weighs the importance and 

eight of this controverfy, as it were in an impar- 
ial balance. While God pleads the caufe, how do 
heir fierce fpirits fubfide! They ceafe to refill, 
hey give up their weapons. They are mute. Job 

aimfelf, whom too fplendid and fwelling concep- 
ions of his own purity had tranfported beyond due 
ounds, being convinced of his miftake, and fen- 

Ifible of his iniquity, is covered with lhame, throws 
down his arms, and in a worlhipping pofture falls 
roftrate at the feet of infinite mercy. He knows 

limfelf; exercifes penitence ; overcomes by fub- 
miffion ; and as foou as he melt humbly falls down 
aefore God, he obtains an end of his calamity, 
which he could not lawfully have expected, fo long 
is he too ralhly arrogated to himfelf an unblame- 
ible integrity. The Propitious Deity, with a moft 
iberal hand, replaces, augments, eftablilhes, all his 
ffe£ls which had been not long ago miferably loft, 

ke the palm-tree, being prefied down he rifes up ; 
hand when all were going to congratulate him upon 
®'’" felicity, then at laft it revived, and flourilhed 

Ddd 
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much more plentifully than befoTre.—How fudden 
and unlooked for a cataftrophe ! How joyful a pe- 
riod of his diftrefles! How beautiful a conclufton 
brought to the whole work ! 

Let it fuffice to have touched thefe things dight- 
lv. Led by your example, I turn my mind and 
pen from matters of curious fpeculation, to things 
of greater utility. Thofe things which fupport a 
tottering faith, and reftify and direft a pradiice too 
apt to wander, like a fkiiful pilot who continually 
fits at the helm, are now to become the fubjedh of 
confideration. What you difcreetly admonifh of, 
as to learning fortitude of mind from Job teafed 
with a troop of affli&ions, yet not broken or dif- 
pirited; as to fetching incitements to patience from 
this man who fuffered the mofl bitter evils, and yet 
prepared himfelf humbly and fubmiffively to bear 
the burden ; that, I greedily catch at; I hold it fixed 
in my memory, and I pray to God, that it may 
penetrate into the lowed: and innermoft recedes of 
my heart.—I cheerfully proceed, upon your remit- 
ting my meditations thither, to that moll noble tef- 
timony which is given to the refurredlion * of the 
dead. And while fome, who have not deferred 
well of Chriftianity, labour to deftroy this monu- 
ment more lafting than brafs, and more precious 
than gold ; our interpreter performs a truly accep- 
table fervice, while he undertakes to eftablilh it by 
the moll powerful arguments. You are not igno- 
rant, that there have bden foine among tire learned, 
•who endeavour to pervert to a different meaning 
this moll beautiful confeffion of Job’s faith; and 
wou'd have it underllood only of the refloration 
of his ellate. Which error indeed I obferved, with 
no fmail joy and congratulation, to be plucked up 
by the roots and entirely overthrown in thefe your 
moil accurate lucubrations. As to what you fug- 

' 

* Sec Job xis. 15. 
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geft to me concerning the Redeemer, it truly pleafes 
me very much, and I embrace it with my whole 
heart. I would wi(h to fay concerning every book 
of the facred volumes, what Auguftine long ago 
faid excellently, “ Thy writings are my delight.” 
There is no page in the divine books which is not 
more excellent than mines of gold ; there is not 
even the moft minute portion of infpired truth, but 
is fvveeter than the fweeteit honey. But what they 
prophecy concerning Christ ; whether they pro- 
mife Christ to come, or defcribe his advent; 
Christ, medicine for the Tick, comfort to mourn- 
ers, a vicarious facrifice for the guilty, a ranfom 
for us, giving his life for us; thefe things, how in- 
finitely great! carry away the prize. Thefe things 
(bine like pearls fparkling on every fide, or, to 
fpeak with the poet, as the moon among the lefier 
ftars. Concerning thefe, I would rejoice to hold 
conferences in private houfes, in. the pulpit, in my 
family, and when abroad. Nay 1 would be wholly 
employed about them, unlefs the inbred corruption 
of nature, O grief ! oppofed ; and wandering and 
-unfettlcd thoughts now and then diverted my mind 
to contrary fubjects. For to learn thefe, is wifdom ; 
to believe them, is falvation. He who underftands 
thefe things exactly, will become a good divine; 
and he who drinks them into his mind, will become 
a Chriftian. 

But whither am I carried : Into what excurfions 
tranfported, do I run beyond the limits of epifi.o- 
iary correfpondence ? I reprefs myfelf at length. 
Let me be permitted to feled one place at lead, ex- 
cellent above others, from the verfion before ex- 
tolled ; which will put a period to this little writ- 
ing of mine, and relax your patience, too much 
tired and wearied out. There with pleafure I be- 
hold the true and ancient meaning, by a very briflc 
effort of genius, refcued from darknefs, and re- 

D d d 2 
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ftored, not without confiderable advantage to found 
doftrine. You may fee the defeat, if you be at 
leifure, chap. iv. ver. 17. “Shall mortal man be. 
juft before God !” nor more juft than God as our 
verfion, unfaithful here at leaft, has it.—I don’t re- 
member to have read, or to have received by re- 
port, that any one ever arrived to fuch a pitch of 
impudence, as to dare to boaft that he was more 
juft than God, the fountain and rule of all man- 
ner of goodnefs. Hardly therefore, nay fcarcely 
would it have been worth while to confute, with 
fo great energy and pomp of words, what could 
enter into the thoughts of no mortals whatfoever. 
Nor does the divine writer a£t otherwife than as a 
trifler, if you believe the received verfion. But if 
you admit that of Shulten’s, he a&s quite the re- 
verfe. That verfion difeovers a difficulty worthy of 
a God to unravel. It decyphers and deftroys an 
error, than which there is none more deftruttive, 
or that infinuates itfelf with greater importunity in- 
to our minds. It takes away, it refutes, it tramples 
upon every fpecies of what is called human merit. 
Nor does it fuffer even the leaft handle to be left to 
the ho'ieft of men, either to boaft of their own 
deeds, or to juftify themfelves. Nay it reprefents 
all men, however dignified through the world by 
the praifes of piety and purity, as wholly guilty, 
and without excufe before the fupreme Judge j and 
ihews that none can go away from that tremendous 
tribunal free from punilhment, unlefs their fins are 
freely forgiven them, and the righteoufnel* of 
Christ the Mediator be imputed to them for their 
juftification. Behold an evangelift indeed before, 
the gofpel! wffio by feeling found out, not the fum 
only of that faving oeconomy, but feems in a man- 
ner to have catered into the very bowels and mar- 

* See this paflage excellently illuflrated by our author, in 
his Contemplations on the Night, Vol. I. 
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fow of it. Happy we and our people, if if be giv- 
en us to draw forth the fame faith from the mar- 
row. Truly I love the man, who, by fuch a hap- 
py comment, has at lafl renewed and reftored thefe 
bright gofpel-tidings to Job, to Chriftianity, and to 
us too, removing either* unfkilfulnefs in the He- 
brew diction, or the careleffhefs of interpreters. 
But, Rev. Sir, I love and refpedt you the more ar- 
dently, whofe moft amiable friendfhip, which I 
aave experienced on trial once and again, has cau- 
'ed me to hope from it, for a more abundant har- 
velt of pleafure and advantage, than I durft pro- 
mife myfelf. That you may live and profper, is 
the hearty wifh of 

Your much obliged, 

( 
James Hervey. 

P. S. If, upon the recovery of my health, I can 
be of any fervice to you in any bufmefs, I don’t fay 

>you fhould afk it, but command it. 

J 

D d d 3 
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ON THE DEATH 

OF THE REVEREND 

Mr. JAMES H E R V E Y. 

N vulgar marks death long had meanly fpent 
His loaded quiver, and his bow full bent; 

Monarchs, v/ho*had been great but for a crown, 
Statefmen and heroes, fons of high renown ; 
When lo ! in heav’n this awful mandate part, 
“ To-morrow’s dawn be fome fam’d mortal’s laft.” 
The tidings, to our world officious fent, 
Thro’ Albion’s ides on wing of lightning went: 
Impiety, her heart by vipers ftung, 
Again blafphemes with loud audacious tongue •, 
Vice ftalks abroad, each late retreat forfook. 
With all her bold effrontery of look : 
But ah ! while thefe malignant triumph (how, 
Far other bofoms other feelings know ! 
The mufe in vain conceals her weeping eye, 

. And each tear learning anfwers with a figh ! 
Religion Harts,, tho’ arm’d with tenfold ffiield. 
And virtue ffirinks, though ffie difdains to yield : 
—The arrow fped, death took his aim too well, 

The mitred pontiff liv’d, and Hervey fell. 
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epitaph 

ON THE REVEREND 

/Mr. JAMES HERVEY. 

HERE Hervey’s precious duft is laid; 
Here peaceful relts his facred head; 

Whofe honeft fame and works divine, 
tihall ever live, {hall ever {hine; 

all admired {hall remain, 
Yhere genius, tafte, and virtue reign. 

His foul by heav’nly grace infpir’d, 
Vith love to God and goodnefs fir’d, 
tlade nature vocal to proclaim 
Religion’s excellence fupreme : 
tnd tho’ he never dipp’d his pen, 

c'b court the empty praife of men ; 
sret oft his fmooth harmonious ftyle 
Yould even the gay to blifs beguile, 
iach virtue in his bofom found, 
Vith chafte humility was crown’d, 

licknowledging his fins were great 
gpainft God, in this imperfeft ftate, 

sle check’d each rifing fpark of pride, 
ifknd on his Saviour ftill rely’d. 

1 Upon the confecrated morn * 
i'Jn which our blefled Lord was born, 
uIervey ferenely clos’d his eyes, 
IVhile angels waft him to the Ikies. 
•glow loft in ecftacy and love, 

le tunes the harp in heav’n above. 

* He died on Chrilhnas-day, 1758. 
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TO THE MEMORY 

OF THE LATE PIOUS AND INGENIOUS 

Mr. JAMES HERVEY. 
% 

AS rapt in thought the mufing mind furvey’d 
The vain of life, and walk’d the deep’ning 

{hade ; 
O’er Care’s broad empire call a trembling view, 
And mark’d the flying traits that Fancy drew: 
Her magic hand at once transform’d the fcene, 
And Ihew’d the fpot where Hervey fleeps ferene: 
Stretch’d where long Silence haunts the folemn 

gloom, 
Where Thought’s keen Eye explores the peaceful 

tomb, 
Where Pleafure’s glitt’ring dreams at laft are o’er. 
And Love’s foft mufic charms the foul no more. 

Thrill’d as I view’d, the dreaming tears o’erflow, 
From the big bofom burd the fighs of wo : 
Her friend # now lod, who taught the mufe to ling. 
Check’d her wild flight, and prun’d her trembling 

wing, 

* This alludes to fome perfonal favours which the author 
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Whofe gen’rous wifh with eager hope infpir’d, 

Whofe cenfure chaften’d, and whofe genius fir’d; 
Abafti’d flie ftood,—her bold eflays were vain, 
Nor tun’d the harp, nor pour’d the plaintive ftrain. 

When lo ! unfolding from the blaze of light, 
A form all beauteous flafh’d upon the fight! 

he robes of heav’n involv’d his dazzling frame, 
And his eyes fparkled with celeftial flame! 
[High o’er his brow the waving radiance play’d, 
|An orient crown inclos’d his beamy head; 
His lip with Beauty’s deep vermilion glow’d, 
And fiow’rs fpontaneous bloflbm’d as he trod. 
’Twas Genius :—paufing o’er the facred dead, 
His bright eye languifh’d and the rofes fled, 
His moan remurmur’d o’er the echoing vale, 

1H s heav’n-wove robe hung loofen’d on the gale: 
He fnatch’d the lyre, and pour’d the melting lay, 
That fteals the heart, and charms the foul away. 
Dull Night fat lift’ning on her cloud-wrapt throne, 

ilAnd white-lipp’d Anguifh curb’d the burfting 
groan ; 

On Care’s wild thought the tuneful accents flow, 

(!And founds melodius thrill’d the ear of Wo. 

“ O call’d at laft th’ Almighty’s praife to fing ! 
Where oft thy genius tow’r’d with daring wing ! 

''Plac’d where no cares th’ exulting wifh controul! 
IBlefs’d with the joys that fir’d thy kindling foul! 
Though fmiles no more the placid eye ferene; 
Nor rove the graces o’er fome pictur’d fcene ; 
Th o’ fnatch’d from all thy boundlefs hope defign’d, 
When life’s full fummer chefcr’d thy ripening mind •, 
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Yet thefe no more the plaintive mufe detain, 
Thy friend, thy country claims the mournful ftrain ; 
Since loft each nobler plan thy foul had v'rought, 
Since ftopt the ftream of fweet perfuafive thought, 
Fled the bright noon thy burfting blaze had given, 
And mute the voice that wrapt the foul to heaven. 

“ Strow’d o’er thy page what beauteous trait! 
appear! 

What melting mufic fteals the lift’ning ear ! 
’Twas I whofe pow’r the living picture caught, 
’Twas I whofe pencil ting’d the glowing draught: 
Thro’ Death’s black gloom I trac’d thy dubious way. 
That kindred gloom where Fancy loves to ftray ! 
Then led thee, circled with the laughing Hours, 
Where fports young Zephyr o’er the wafte ol 

flow’rs, 
With richer ftrokes the warm defcription wrought 
And touch’d with tranfport all the fprings -ol 

thought. 
Mine was the ray on Night’s dim curtain thrown. 
And mine the glafs where gay Creation fhone; 
Mine the bold wing that fhot where tempefts rife, 
And mine the flight that reach’d the Harry fkies.” 

He ceas’d,—for fudden on the wond’ring gaze 
From heav’n’s broad concave burft the rapid blaze 
At once defcending from the realms on high, 
An angel-fhape arrefts the dazzled eye ! 

Loofe o’er her limbs the floating garment roll’d, 
Her fparkling pinions flam’d with beamy gold, 
Her eyes like lightning glanc’d a piercing ray, 
And all th’ illumin’d ether gleam’fl with day: 
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sar as fhe came, fuperior, though refign’d, 
er form majeftic aw’d the dubious mind ; 
rith heighten’d grace her bloomy features glow’d, 
ee on her robe the mazy ringlets flow’d: 
er balmy breath ambrofial fcents perfume, 
nd o’er her cheek was pour’d celeltial bloom, 
tie furrow brighten’d as Religion came, 

nd flow pac’d Time flood trembling at the name; 
age dragg’d in triumph, fwell’d her folemn train; 
nd Death behind her groan’d, and clank’d his 

chain. 

She paus’d,—and mufing o’er the fun’ral bier, 
gh'd deeply fad, and pour’d a tender tear : 
len check’d her courfe, and bright’ning as the 

fun, 
ic look’d to heav’n ferene, and thus begun. 

“ Hail, thou efcap’d to yonder worlds above ! 
ail, join’d to faints that melt in drains of love ! 

It lad ’tis come ! the bright transforming day ! 
jjh’ exulting fpirit burds and foars away ! 
pofe are its bars and gain’d th’ immortal prize! 

breathes of heav’n fublime, and walks the Ikies ! 
it late my hand yon beauteous fcenes difplay’d, 
nd led thy deps through life’s perplexing fliade; 
be vivid wifli a didant profpedl brought, 
be rapt foul trembling o’er the verge of thought! 
et then what tranfport taught thy hope to foar ! 

ow flam’d the kindling look that glanc’d it o’er ! 
now' Fancy’s touch the glowing draught refin’d ! 
Htui light celedial pour’d upon the mind ! 
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(t A race unborn thy genius {ball infpire. 

And fouls yet darken’d catch fublime defire. 
When to thy page, in fome fequefter’d bow’r, 
Calm mufing Thought devotes the ferious hour; 

Juft when Afpafio’s ftrain has warm’d the breaft, 
When white rob’d Quiet lulls its cares to reft ; 
Then fhall my hand fuperior power impart. 
Then Love’s perfuafive lay fliall melt the heart; 
Then {hall Religion’s p'ureft beams be given: 

Now reft in peace.” She faid, and fear’d to heaven 

J. O. 
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A 

CHARACTER 

O F 

Mr. JAMES HERVEY’S WRITINGS. 

THE Reverend Mr. James Hervey, being now 
dead, yet fpeaketh to us in his valuable writ- 

t ings: writings, which, for importance of fubjeft, 
r weight of argument, fublimity of thought, juftnefs 
> of fentiment, and elegance of diction, are equalled 
I by few, and excelled by none. 

His ftrain is truly evangelical; his method invit- 
ing, entertaining, and edifying; calculated both to 
profit and to pleafe : and a fpirit of meeknefs, can- 
dour, and modefty breathes through, and beautifies 

fj the whole. 
IHis favourite topic is the righteoufnefs and atone- 

ment of the Redeemer. On this he expatiates with 
inexpreflible fatisfaftion, and dwells with rapturous 
delight. By this, he “ touches the fined move- 
“ ments of the foul, and drikes all the inmod fprings 
“ of aftion, with the mod perfuafive, the mod com- 
“ manding energy,” and fweetly condrains to the o- 
bedience of love. 

He ranfacks the manfions of the dead, turns the 
■grave into a pulpit, and makes putrefaction and 
^mortality preach leflbns to the living.—He jTurveys, 
8 with Newtonian exactnefs, the flurry expanfe, and 
* the countlefs radiant worlds that roll in the no<f\:ur- 



5o4 A C H A R A C T E R, &c. 

perfedHons of the creating and fuftaining God ; 
and from thefe he enhances the wonders of redeem- 
ing love. He mounts the believer on the fummit 
of creation, as upon a ftupendous eminence, to en- 
large his profpedl, and exalt his conceptions of the 
majefty and glory of that God, who redeemed his 
church •with his own blood. When the imagination it- 
felf, with all the affiftance of fcience, is loft in the 
immenfity and awful grandeur of the works of na- 
ture ; immediately he contracts the univerfe into a 
fpan, and the enormous orbs into fleeting atoms, 
or the fmall dull that remains in the balance, when 
the works of redemption are brought in view. 

Thus, he unites the moft improved philofopher 
with the found believer; and makes reafon and na- 
ture fubfervient to faith and revelation. Whilft he 
allows reafon its freeft inquiry and fulleft fcope, he 
gives up with none of the peculiarities of the gof- 
pel; but holds forth, with the cleareft light, and in 
various points of view, thofe truths'wherein the 
offence of the Crofs confifts. 

.May thefe heavenly do&rines, and precious 
truths, which flowed in fuch copious, gladdening 
ftreams, from his lips and pen, be tranfmitted pure 
and unadulterated to the lateft pcfterity ; and may 
that divine Spirit, which gave them their proper 
energy and influence upon his heart and life, ever 
accompany them to remoteft ages. 

FINIS. 
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