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HISTORY OF THE REIGN 

OF THE 

EMPEROR CHARLES V. 
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BOOK I. 

Charles V. was born at Ghent on the twenty-fourth 
day of February, in the year one thoufand five hundred. 
His father, Philip the Handfome, archduke of Auftria, was 
the fon of the emperor Maximilian, and of Mary, the only 
child of Charles the Bold, the laft prince of the houfe of 
Burgundy. His mother, Joanna, was the fecond daughter 
of Ferdinand king of Aragon, and of Ifabella queen of Ca- 
Ilile. 

A long train of fortunate events had opened the way for 
this young prince to the inheritance of more extenfive do- 
minions, than any European monarch, fince Charlemagne, 
had pofieffed. Each of his anceftors had acquired king- 
doms or provinces, towards which their profpeft of fuc- 
ceffion was extremely remote. The rich pofiefiions of Ma- 
ry of Burgundy had been deftined for another family, fhe 
having been contrafted by her father to the only fon of 
Eouis XL of France; but that capricious monarch, indulg- 
ing his hatred to her family, chofe rather to ftrip her of part 
of her territories by force, than to fecure the whole by mar- 
riage; and by this mifconduft, fatal to his polterity, he 
threw all the Netherlands and Franche Comte into the 
hands of a rival. Ifabella, the daughter of John II. of Ca- 
ftile, far from having any profpeft of that noble inheritance 
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which (he tranfmitted to her grandfon, paffed the early part 
of her life in oblcur'ty and indigence. But the Caftilians, 
exafperated againft her brother Henry IV. an ill-advifed 
and vicious prince, publicly charged him with impotence, 
and his queen with adultery. Upon his demife, rejefting 
Joanna, whom Henry had uniformly, and even on his death- 
bed, owned to be his lawful daughter, and whom an aflem- 
bly of the dates had acknowledged to be the heir of his 
kingdom, they obliged her to retire into Portugal, and 
placed Ifabella on the throne of Caftile. Ferdinand owed 
the crown of Aragon to the unexpected death of his elder 
brother, and acquired the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily by 
violating the faith of treaties, and difregarding the ties of 
blood. To all thefe kingdoms, Chriftopher Columbus, by 
an effort of genius and of intrepidity, the boldeft and mofl 
iuccefsful that is recorded in the annals of mankind, added 
a new world, the wealth of which became one coniiderable 
fource of the power and grandeur of the Spanilh monarchs. 

Don John, the only fon of Ferdinand and Ifabella, and 
their eldeft daughter, the queen of Portugal, being cut off, 
without iffue, in the flower of youth, all their hopes center- 
ed in Joanna and her pofterity. But as her hufband, the 
archduke, was a ftranger to the Spaniards, it was thought 
expedient to invite him into Spain, that by refiding among 
them, he might accuftom himfelf to their laws and manners; 
and it was expefted that the Cortes, or affembly of ffates, 
vvhofe authority was then fo great in Spain, that no title to 
the crown was reckoned valid unlefs it received their fanc- 
tion, would acknowledge his right of fucceflion, together 
with that of the infanta, his wife. Philip and Joanna, paf- 

flng through France in their way to Spain, were entertained 
in that kingdom with the ivtmoff magnificence. 1 he arch- 
duke did homage to Louis XII. for the earldom of Han- 
ders, and took his feat as a peer of the realm in the parlia- 
ment of Paris. They were received in Spain with every 
mark of honour that the parental affedtion oi I’ erdinand and 
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Ifabella, or the refpeft of their fubjefts, could devife; and 
their title to the crown was foon after acknowledged by the 
Cortes of both kingdoms. 

But amidft thefe outward appearances of fatisfa&ion and 
joy, fome fecret uneafinefs preyed upon the mind of each of 
thefe princes. The (lately and referved ceremonial of the 
Spanifh court was fo burdenfome to Philip, a prince, young, 
gay, affable, fond of fociety and of pleafure, that he foon 
began to exprefs a defire of returning to his native country, 
the manners of which were more fuited to his temper. Fer. 
dinand, obferving the declining health of his queen, with 
vvhofe life he knew that his right to the government of Ca- 
ftile mufl ceafe, eafily forefaw, that a prince of Philip’s dif- 
pofition, and who already difcovered an exU-eme impatience 
to reign, would never confent to his retaining any degree of 
authority in that kingdom; and the profpect of this diminu- 
tion of his power awakened the jealoufy of that ambitious 
monarch. 

Ifabella beheld, with the fentiments natural to a mother, 
the indifference and negleft with which the archduke treat- 
ed her daughter, who was deftitute of thofe beauties of per- 
fon, as well as thofe accomplifhments of mind, which fix the 

* affeftions of a hufband. Her underilanding, always weak, 
was often difordered. She doated on Philip with fuch an 

j excefs of childifh and indifcreet fondnefs, as excited difgufl 
I rather than affection. Her jealoufy, for which her huff 

band’s behaviour gave her too much caufe, was proportion- 
ed to her love, and often broke out in the moft extrava- 
gant adtions. Ifabella, though fenfible of her defects, could 
not help pitying her condition, which was foon rendered 
altogether deplorable, by the archduke’s abrupt refolution 
•of fetting out in the middle of. winter for Flanders, and of 
leaving her in Spain. Ifabella, intreated him not to a- 
bandon his wife to grief and melancholy, which might prove 
fatal to her, as fhe was near the time of her delivery. Joan- 
na conjured him to put off his journey for three davs only, 

Vol. II, - B 
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that (he might have the pleafure of celebrating the feftival 
of Chriftmas in his company. Ferdinand, after reprefenting 
the imprudence of his leaving Spain, before he had time to 
become acquainted with the genius, or to gain the affeftions 
of the people, who were one day to be his fubjects, befought 
him, at leaft, not to pafs through France, with which king- 
dom he was then at open war. Philip, without regarding 
either the dictates of humanity, or the maxims of prudence, 
perfiited in his purpofe; and on the twenty-fecond of De- 
cember fet out for the Low Countries, by the way of 
France*. 

From the moment of his departure, Joanna funk into a 
deep and fullen melancholy f, and while fhe was in that fitu- 
ation bore Ferdinand her fecond fon, for whom the power 
of his brother Charles afterwards procured the kingdoms of 
Hungary and Bohemia, and to whom he at laft tranfmitted 
the imperial fceptre. Joanna was the only perfon in Spain 
who difcovered no joy at the birth of this prince. Infenfi- 
ble to that, as well as to every other pleafure, die was whol- 
ly occupied with the thoughts of returning to her hufband; 
nor did die, in any degree, recover tranquillity of mind, un- 
til die arrived at Brudels next year§. 

Philip, in palling through France, had an interview with 
Louis XII. and figned a treaty with him, by which he hop- 
ed that all the differences between France and Spain would 
have been finally terminated. But Ferdinand, whofe af- 
fairs, at that time, were extremely profperous in Italy, 
where the fuperior genius of Gonfalvo de Cordova, the great 
captain, triumphed on every occafion over the arms of 
France, did not pay the leaft regard to what his fon-in-law 
had concluded, and carried on hoililities with greater ardour 
than ever. 

From this time Philip feems not to have taken any part in 

'* Petri Martyris Anglerii Epiftolse, 250—253. 
f id. Epift. 255. 
§ Mariana, lib. 27. c. 11.14. Flechier Vie de Ximen. 1. 191. 
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the affairs- of Spain, waiting in quiet till the death either of 
Ferdinand or Ifabella fhould open the way to one of their 
thrones. The latter of thefe events was not far diftant. 
The untimely death of her fon and eldell daughter had 
made a deep impreffion on the mind of Ilabella; and as fire 
could derive but little confolation for the Ioffes which fire had 
fuftained either from her daughter Joanna, whofe infirmi- 
ties daily increafed, or from her fon-in-law, who no longer 
preferved even the appearance of a decent refpech toward* 
that unhappy princefs, her fpirits and health began gradu- 
ally to decline, and after languilhing fome months, fhe died 
at Medina del Campo on the' twenty-fixth of November 
one thoufand five hundred and four. She was no lefs e- 
minent for virtue than for wifdom j and whether we confi- 
der her behaviour as a queen, as a wife, or as a mother, fhtr 
is juftly entitled to the high encomiums bellowed on her by 
the Spaniih hiftorians*. 

A few weeks before her death, fire made her lait will*, 
and being convinced of Joanna’s incapacity to affume the 
reins of government into her own hands, and having no in- 
clination to commit them to Philip, with whofe conduct Ike 
was extremely diffatisfied, Ike appointed Ferdinand regent or 
adminiftrator of the affairs of Cailile until her graudfon 
Charles fiiould attain the age of twenty. She bequeathed to 
Ferdinand likewife one half of the revenues Which fhould' 

i arile from the Indies, together with the grand mafter- 
j fhips of the three military orders; dignities which rendered 

the perfon who poffeffed them almoft independent, and 
which Ifabella had, for that realon, annexed to the crown j-,. 
But before fhe figned a deed fo favourable to Ferdinand, 
file obliged him to fwear that he would not, by a fecond 
marriage, or by any oilier means, endeavour to deprive Jo- 
anna or her poilerity ol their right of fucceffion to any o£ 
his kingdoms J. 

* P. Mart. Ep. 279. 
,,4 Martyr. Ep. 277. Mar. Hift. lib. 28. c. 11. Per. Hift. Gener.. 
d Elpagne, tom. vki. 263. J Mar. Hilt, lib 28. c. 14. 
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Immediately upon the queen’s death, Ferdinand religned 
the title of king of Caftile, and iffued orders to proclaim 
Joanna and Philip the fovereigns of that kingdom. But, at 
the fame time, he affumed the character of regent, in con- 
fequence of Ifabella’s teflameht; and not long after he pre- 
vailed on the Cortes of Callile to acknowledge his right to 
that office. This, however, he did not procure without 
difficulty, nor without difcovering fuch fymptoms of aliena- 
tion aiid difgult among the Caftilians as filled him with 
great uneafinefs. The union of Caftile and Aragon, for al- 
rnoft thirty years, had not fo entirely extirpated the ancient 
and hereditary enmity which fubfifted between the natives 
of thefe kingdoms, that the Caftilian pride could fubmit, 
without murmuring, to the government of a king of Ara- 
gon. Ferdinand’s own charafter, with which the Caftilians 
were well acquainted, was far from rendering his authority 
defirable. Sufpicious, difeerning, fevere, and parfimonious, 
he was accuftomed to obferve the minute actions of his fub- 
je&s with a jealous attention, and to reward their higheft fer- 
vices with little liberality; and they were now deprived of 
Ifabella, whofe gentle qualities, and partiality to her Cafti- 
lian fubjefts, often tempered his aufterity, or rendered it to- 
lerable. The maxims of his government were efpecially o- 
dious to the grandees.; for that artful prince, fenfible of the 
dangerous privileges conferred upon them by the feudal m- 
ftitutions, had endeavoured to curb their exorbitant pow- 
er*, by extending the royal jurifdiftion, by protecting their 
injured vaffals, by increafing the immunities of cities, and by 
other meafures equally prudent. From all tbefe caufes, a 
formidable party among the Caftilians united againft Fer- 
dinand, and though the perfons who compofed it had not 
hitherto taken any public ftep in oppofition to him, he 
plainly faw, that upon the leaft encouragement from their 
new king, they would proceed to the molt violent extremi- 
ties. 

Marian, lib. aS. c. 12. 
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There was no lefs agitation in the Netherlands, upon re- 
ceiving the accounts of Ifabella’s death, and of Ferdinand’s 
having afiumed the government of Caftile. Philip was not 
of a temper tamely to fuffer himfelf to be fupplanted by the 
ambition of his father-in-law. If Joanna’s infirmities, and 
the non-age of Charles, rendered them incapable of govern- 
ment, he, as a hufband, was the proper guardian of his wife, 
and, as a father, the natural tutor of his fon. Nor was it 
fufiicient to oppofe to thefe juft rights, and to the inclination 
of the people of Caftile, the authority of a teftament, the 
genuinenefs of which was perhaps doubtful, and its contents 
to him appeared certainly to be iniquitous. A keener edge, 
was added to Philip’s refentment, and new vigour infufed 
into his councils by the arrival of Don John Manuel* Pie 
was Ferdinand’s ambaflador at the Imperial court, but upon 
the firft notice of Ifabella?s death repaired to Brufiels, flat- 
tering himftlf, that under a young and liberal prince, lie 
might attain to power and honours, which he could never 
have expected in the fervice of an old and frugal mafter. 
He had early paid court to Philip during his refidence in 
Spain, with fuch afiiduity as entirely gained his confidence; 
and having been trained to bufinefs under Ferdinand, could 
oppofe his fchemes with equal abilities, and with arts not 
inferior to thoie for which that monarch was diftinguiih» 
cd§. 

By the advice of Manuel, ambaffadors were difpatched to 
require Ferdinand to retire into Aragon, and to refign the 
government of Caftile to thofe perfons whom Philip ihouki 
entruft with it, until his own arrival in that kingdom. Such 
of the Caftilian nobles as had difeovered any diffatisfaction 
with Ferdinand’s adminiilration, were encouraged by every 
method to oppofe it. At the fame time a treaty was con- 
cluded with Louis XII. by which Philip flattered himfelf,,. 
that he had fecured the friendihip and affiftance of that mo 
naroh. 

§ Zurita Annales de Aragon, tom. vi. p. 11, 
B 3 
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Meanwhile, Ferdinand employed all the arts of addrefs 
and policy, in order to retain the power of which he had 
got polfeffion. By means of Conchillos, an Aragonian gen- 
tleman, he entered into a private negotiation with Joanna, 
and prevailed on that weak princefs to confirm, by her au- 
thority, his right to the regency. But this intrigue did not 
efcape the penetrating eye of Don John Manuel; Joanna’s 
letter of confent was intercepted; Conchillos was thrown 
into a dungeon; fire herfelf confined to an apartment in the 
palace, and all her Spanilh domeftics fecluded from her pre- 
fence*. 

The mortification which the difcovery of this intrigue oc- 
cafioned to Ferdinand was much increafed by his obferving 
the progrefs which Philip’s emifiaries made in Caitile. Some 
of the nobles retired to their caftles; others to the towns 
in which t^iey had influence: they formed themfelves into 
confederacies, and began to aflemble their vaflals. Ferdi- 
nand’s court was almoft totally deferted; not a perfon of 
ciiflindion but Ximenes, archbiihop of Toledo, the duke of 
Alva, and the marquis of Denia, remaining there; while the 
houfe.s of Philip’s ambaffadors were daily crowded witf? no- 
blemen of the higheft rank. 

F.xafperated at this univerfal defe&ion, and mortified 
perhaps with feeing all his fchemes defeated by a younger 
politician, Ferdinand refolved, in defiance of the law of na- 
ture, and of decency, to deprive his daughter and her po- 
fterity of the crown of Caflile, rather than renounce the re- 
gency of that kingdom. His plan for accomplilhing this 
was no lefs bold, than the intention itfelf was wicked. He 
demanded in marriage Joanna, the fuppofed daughter of 
Henry IV. on the belief of whofe illegitimacy Ifabella’s 
right to the crown of Caftile was founded: and by reviving 
the claim of this princefs, in oppofition to which he himfelf 
had formerly led armies and fought battles, he hoped once 
more to get pofieffion of the throne of that kingdom. But 

* P. Mart. Ep. 287. Zurita Annales, vi. p. 14. 
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Emanuel, king of Portugal, in whofe dominions Joanna re- 
fided, at that time having married one of Ferdinand’s daugh- 
ters by Ifabella, refilled his confent to that unnatural match j 
and the unhappy princefs herfelf, having loft all relifh for 
the objefts of ambition, by being long immured in a con- 
vent, difeovered no lefs averlion to it*. 

The refources, however, of Ferdinand’s ambition were not 
exhautted. Upon meeting with a repulfe in Portugal, he 
turned towards France, and fought in marriage Germain 
de Foix, a daughter of the vifeount of Narbonne, and of 
Mar^, the lifter of Louis XII. The war which that mo- 
narch had carried on againft Ferdinand in Naples, had been 
fo unfortunate, that he liftened with joy to a propofal, which 
furniihed him with an honourable pretence for concluding 
peace: and though no prince was ever more remarkable 
than Ferdinand for making all his pallions bend to the max- 
ims of intereft, or become fubfervient to the purpofes of 
ambition, yet fo vehement was his refentment againft his 
fon-in-law, that the delire of gratifying it rendered him re- 
gardlefs of every other confideration. In order to be re- 
venged of Philip, by detaching Louis from his intereft, and 
in order to gain a chance of excluding him from his heredi- 
tary throne of Aragon, and the dominions annexed to it, he 
was ready once more to divide Spain into feparate kingdoms, 
though the union of thefe was the great glory of his reign, 
and had been the chief object of his ambition; he confented 
to reilore the Neapolitan nobles of the French fadlion to 
their poffeflions and honours; and fubmitted to the ridi- 
cule of marrying, in an advanced age, a princefs of eigh- 
teen j-. 

The conclufion of this match, which deprived Philip of 
his only ally, and threatened him with the lofs of fo many 
kingdoms, gave him a dreadful alarm, and convinced Don 

* Sandov. Hill, of Civil Wars in Caftile. Lon. idjj. p. 5. 
Zurita Annales de Aragon, tom. vi. p. 113. 

f P. Mart. Lp. 290, 292. Mariana, lib. 28. c. 16, 17. 
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John Manuel that there was now a neceffity of taking other 
meafures with regard to the affairs of Spaing. He accord- 
ingly inflrufted the Flemifh ambaffadors, in the court of 
Spain, to teflify the flrong defire which their matter had 
of terminating all differences between him and Ferdinand 
in an amicable manner, and his willingnefs to confent to 
any conditions that would re-eftablifh the friendihip which 
ought to fublift between a father and a fon-in-law. Ferdi- 
nand, though he had m6ae and broken more treaties than 
any prince of any age, was apt to confide fo far in the iin- 
cerity of other men, or to depend fo much upon his own 
addrefs and their weaknefs, as to be always extremely fond 
of a negotiation. Fie lillened with eagernefs to thefe de- 
clarations, and foon concluded a treaty at Salamanca [Nov. 
24] ; in which it was ttipulated, that the government of 
Caftile fhould be carried on in the joint names of Joanna, 
of Ferdinand, and of Philip; and that the revenues of the 
crown, as well as the right of conferring offices, fhould be 
fhared between Ferdinand and Philip, by an equal divi- 
fion *. 

Nothing, however, was farther from Philip’s thoughts 
than to obferve this treaty. His foie intention in propofing 
it was to amufe Ferdinand, and to prevent him fFom taking 
any meafures for obftrudting his voyage into Spain. It 
bad that effeft. Ferdinand, fagacious as he was, did not 
for fome time fufped his defign; and though when he per- 
ceived it, he prevailed on the king of France not only to 
remonftrate againft the archduke’s journey, but to threaten 
hoftilities if he fhould undertake it; though he folicited the 
duke of Gueldres to attack his fon-in-law’s dominions in the 
Low Countries, Philip and his confort neverthelefs fet fail 

with a numerous fleet, and a good body of land forces. 
They were obliged, by a violent tempett, to take fhelter 
in England, where Henry VII. in compliance with Ferdi- 

J P. Mart. Ep. 293. 
* Zurita Aimaks ck Aragon, vi. 19. P* Mart. Ep. 293, 294* 



I506.3 EMPEROR CHARLES V. 

nand’s felicitations, detained them upwards of three months* j 
at lail they were permitted to depart, and after a more prof- 
perous voyage, they arrived in fafety at Corunna in Ga- 
licia [April 283, nor durft Ferdinand attempt, as he had 
once intended, to oppofe their landing by force of arms. 

The Caftilian nobles, who had been obliged hitherto to 
conceal or to diffemble their fentiments, now declared open- 
ly in favour of Philip. From every corner of the kingdom, 
perfons of the highelt rank, with numerous retinues of their 
vaffals, repaired to their new fovereigu. The treaty of 
Salamanca was univerfally condemned, and all agreed to ex- 
clude from the government of Cailile a prince, who, by con- 
feuting to disjoin Aragon and Naples from that crown, 
difeovered fo little concern for its true interefls. Ferdi- 
nand, meanwhile, abandoned by ahnoft all the Caftilians, 
difconcerted by their revolt, and uncertain whether he 
Should peaceably relinquiih his power, or take arms in order 
to maintain it, earneftly folicited an interview with his fon- 
in-law, who, by the advice of Manuel, iludioufly avoided it. 
Convinced, at laft, by feeing the number and zeal of Philip’s 
adherents daily increafe, that it wras vain to think of refill- 
ing fuch a torrent, Ferdinand confented, by treaty, to re- 
fign the regency of Callile into the hands of Philip [June 

273, to retire into his hereditary dominions of Aragon, and 
to reil fatisned with the mafterlhips of the military orders, 
and that ihare of the revenue of the Indies, which Ifabella 
had bequeathed to him. Though an interview between the 
princes was no longer necelfary, it was agreed to on both 
fides from motives of decency. Philip repaired to the place 
appointed, with a fplendid retinue of Caililtun nobles, and 
a cpnfiderable body of armed men. Ferdinand appeared 
without any pomp, attended by a few followers mounted 
on mules, and unarmed. On that occafion Don John Ma- 
nuel had the pleafure of dilplaying before the monarch, 
whom he had deferted, the extenfive influence which he had 

* Ferrer. Hill. viii. 185. 



THE REIGN OF THE B. J. *4 
acquired over his new mafter: while Ferdinand fufFered, in 
prefence of his former fubjeCts, the two moil cruel mortifi- 
cations which an artful and ambitious prince can feel; be- 
ing at once over-reached in conduct, and dripped of. pow- 
er^. 

Not long after [July], he retired into Aragon; and 
hoping that fame favourable accident would foon open the 
way for his return into Caltile, he took care to proteft, 
though with great fecrecy, that the treaty concluded with 
his fon-in-law, being extorted by force, ought to be deem- 
ed void of all obligation*. 

Philip took pcfieffion of his new authority with a youth- 
ful joy. The unhappy Joanna, from whom he derived it, 
remained, during all thefe contefts, under the dominion of 
a deep melancholy; fhe was feldom allowed to appear in pu- 
blic ; her father, though he had often defired it, was refufed 
accets to her; and Philip’s chief objedt was to prevail on 
the Cortes to declare her incapable of government, that an 
undivided power might be lodged in his hands, until his fon 
fliould attain to full age. But fuch was the partial attach- 
ment of the Caitilians to their native princefs, that though 
Manuel had the addrefs to gain fome members of the Cortes 
affembled at Valladolid, and others wrere willing to gratify 
their new fovereign in his firil requeft, the great body of 
the reprefentatives refufed their confent to a declaration 
which they thought fo injurious to the blood of their mo- 
narchsj;. They were unanimous, however, in acknowledg- 
ing Joanna and Philip, queen and king of Caltile, and their 
fon Charles prince of Alturias. 

This was almoft the only memorable event during Philip’s 
adminiftration. A fever put an end to his life in the twen- 
ty-eighth year of his age [Sept 25,3 when he had not en- 

f Zurita Annales de Arag. vi 64. Mar. lib. 28. c. 19, ao. 
P. Mart Ep. 304, 305. &c. 

* Zurita Annales de Arag. vi. p. 68. Ferrer. Hilt. viii. 29c. 
1 Zurita Annales de Arag. vi. p. 7J. 
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joyed the regal dignity, which he had been fo eager to ob- 
tain, full three months*. 

The whole royal authority in Caftile ought of courfe to 
have devolved upon Joanna. But the Ihock occafioned by 
a difafter fo unexpected as the death of her hufband, com- 
pleted the diforder of her underilanding, and her incapacity 
for government. During all the time of Philip’s ficknefs 
no intreaty could prevail on her, though in the fixth month 
of her pregnancy, to leave him for a moment. When he 
expired, however, (lie did not died one tear, or utter a (ingle 
groan. Pier grief was (dent and fettled. She continued 
to watch the dead body with the fame tendernefs and atten- 
tion as if it had been alive J ; and though at lad (he permit- 
ted it to buried, (he foon removed it from the tomb to her 
own apartment. There it was laid upon a bed of (late, in 
a fplendid drefs: and having heard from fome monk a le- 
gendary tale of a king who revived after he had' been 
dead fourteen years (he kept her eyes almoft conftantly 
fixed on the body, waiting for the happy moment of its re- 
turn to life. Nor was this capricious affeftion for her dead 
hufband lefs tinftured with jealoufy, than that which (lie had 
born to him while alive. She did not permit any of her female 
attendants to approach the bed on which his corpfe was 
laid; (lie would not fuffer any woman who did not belong 
to her family to enter the apartment; and rather than grant 
that privilege to a midwife, though a very aged one had been 
chofen on purpofe, (lie bore the princefs Catharine without 
any other affiflance than that of her own domeftics f. 

A woman in fuch a (late of mind was little capable of 
governing a great kingdom; and Joanna, who made it her 
foie employment to bewail the lofs, and to pray for the foul 
of her hufband, would have thought her attention to public 

* Marian, lib. 28. c. 23. 
f P. Mart. Ep. 316. 
t Mar. Hid. lib. 29. c. 3 & 5. P. Mart. Ep. 318, 324, 328, 

33*> 
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affairs an impious neglect of thofe duties which (lie owed to 
him. But though (lie declined affuming the adminiftration 
herfelf, yet by a ftrange caprice of jealoufy, (lie refufed to 
commit it to any other perfon; and no intreaty of her fub- 
jefts could perfuade her to name a regent, or even to fign 
fuch papers as were neceffary for the execution of juftice, and 
the fecurity of the kingdom. 

The death of Philip threw the Caftilians into the greateft 
perplexity. It was neceffary to appoint a regent, both on 
account of Joanna’s frenzy, and the infancy of her ion; and 
as there was not among the nobles any perfon fo eminently 
diftinguifhed, either by fuperiority in rank or abilities, as to 
be called by the public voice to that high office, all natu- 
rally turned their eyes either towards Ferdinand, or towards 
the emperor Maximilian. The former claimed that dignity 
as adminiftrator for his daughter, and by virtue of the tefta- 
ment of Ifabella; the latter thought himfelf the legal guard- I 
ian of his grandfon, whom, on account of his mother’s in- I 
firmity, he already confidered as king of Caftile. Such of 
the nobility as had lately been moft aftive in compelling 
Ferdinand to refign the government of the kingdom, trem- 
bled at the thoughts of his being reilored fo foon to his for- 
mer dignity. They dreaded the return of a monarch, not 
apt to forgive, and who to thofe defeats with which they 
were already acquainted, added that refentment which the re- 
membrance of their behaviour, and refledlion upon his own 
difgrace, muff naturally have excited. Though none of 
thefe objeftions lay againft Maximilian, he was a llranger 
to the laws and manners of Caftile; he had not either troops 
or money to fupport his pretenfions; nor could his claim be 
admitted without a public declaration of Joanna’s incapa- 
city for government, an indignity to which, notwithftanding 
the notoriety of her diftemper, the delicacy of the Caftilians 
could not bear the thoughts of fubjefting her. 

Don John Manuel, however and a few of the nobles, who 
confidered themfelves as moft obnoxious to Ferdinand’s dif* 
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pleafure, declared for Maximilian, and offered to fupport liis 
claim with all their intereft. Maximilian always enterprifing 
and decifive in council, though feeble and dilatory in execu- 
tion, eagerly embraced the offer. But a feries of ineffedtual 
negotiations was the only confequence of this tranfadtion, 
The emperor, as ufual, afferted his rights in a high ftrain, 
promifed a great deal, and performed nothing*. 

A few days before the death of Philip, Ferdinand had 
fet out for Naples, that, by his own prefence, he might put 
an end, with greater decency, to the viceroyalty of the 
great captain, whofe important fervices, and cautious con- 
dudt, did not fereen him from the fufpicions of his jealous 
mafter. Though an account of his fon-in-law’s death reach- 
ed him at Porto-fino, in the territories of Genoa, he was fo 
folicitous to difeover the fecret intrigues which he fuppofed 
the great captain to have been carrying on, and to eftablilh 
his own authority on a firm foundation in the Neapolitan 
dominions, by removing him from the fupreme command 
there,that rather thandifeontinue his voyage he chofe to leave 
Caffile in a flate of anarchy, and even to rifque, by this delay, 
his obtaining poffeffion of the government of that kingdom f. 

Nothing but the great abilities and prudent con duet of 
his adherents could have prevented the bad efleets of this ab- 
fence. At the head of thefe was Ximenes, archbifliop of 
Toledo, who though he had been raifed to that dignity by 
Ifabella, contrary to the inclination of Ferdinand, and tho’ 
he could have no expectation of enjoying much power un- 

der the adminiflration of a mafter little difpofed to diitin. 
guilh him by extraordinary marks of attention, was never- 
thelefs fo difmterefted as to prefer the welfare of his country 
before his own grandeur, and to declare, that Cailile could 
never be fo happily governed as by a prince, whom long ex- 
perience had renderd thoroughly acquainted with its true 
intereft. The zeal of Ximenes to bring over his country- 

'* Mariana, lib. 29. c. 7. Zurita Annales de Arag. vi. 93. 
f Zurita Annales de Arag. vi. p. 85. 
Vol. II. C 
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men to this opinion, induced him to lay afide fomewhat of 
his ufual aufterity and haughtinefs. He condefcended, on 
this oecafion, to court the difaffe&ed nobles, and employed 
addrefs, as well as arguments, to perfuade them. Ferdi- 
nand feconded his endeavours with great art; and by con- 
ceffions to fofne of the grandees, by promifes to others, and 
by letters full of complaiiance to all, he gained many of his 
moll violent opponents f. Though many cabals were form- 
ed, and fome commotions were excited, yet when Ferdi- 
nand, after having fettled the affairs of Naples, arrived in 
Caftile [Aug. 21, 1507], he entered upon the adminiftra- 
tion without oppofitibn. The prudence with which he ex- 
ercifed his authority in that kingdom, equalled the good for- 
tune by which he had recovered it. By a moderate, but fteady 
adminiftration, free from partiality and from refentment, he 
reconciled the Caftilians to his perfon, and fecured to them, 
entirely during the remainder of his life, as much domeilic 
tranquillity as was confident with the genius of the feudal 
government, which dill fublided among them in full vigour*. 

Nor was the prefervation of tranquillity in his hereditary 
kingdoms, the only obligation which the archduke Charle* 
owed to the wife regency of his grandfather; it was his 
good fortune, during that period, to have very important 
additions made to the dominions over which he was to 
reign. On the coad of Barbary, Oran, and other conqueds 
of no fmall value, were annexed to the crown of Cadile by 
Cardinal Ximenes, who, with a fpirit very uncommon in a 
monk, led in perfon a numerous army againd the Moors of 
that country; and with a generodty and magnificence dill 
more fingular, defrayed the whole expence of the expedition 
out of his own revenues^;. In Europe, Ferdinand, under 
pretences no lefs frivolous than unjud; as well as by artifices 
the mod diameful and treacherous, expelled John d’Albret, 
the lawful fovereign, from the throne of Navarre; and, feiz- 

f Zurita Annales de Arag. vi p. 87, 94> i09-, 
* Mariana, lib. *9. c. xo. t Id. lib. 29. c. 18. 
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ing on that kingdom extended the limits of the Spanifh mo- 
narchy from the Pyrenees on the one hand, to the frontiers 
of Portugal on the other f. 

It was not, however, the defire of aggrandizing the arch- 
duke, which influenced Ferdinand in this, or in any other of 
his actions. He was'more apt to confider that young prince, 
as a rival, who might one day wreit out of his hands the go- 
vernment of Cailile, than as a grandfon, for whofe intereft 
he was entrufted with the adminiftration. This jealoufy 
foon begot averfion, and even hatred, the fymptoms of which 
he was at no pains to conceal. Hence proceeded his immo- 
derate joy when his young queen was delivered of a fon, 

j whofe life would have deprived Charles of the crowns of A- 
f ragon, Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia; and upon the untimely 

death of that prince, he difeovered, for the fame reafon, an- 
exceffive folicitude to have other children. This impatience 

; haftened, in all probability, the acceflion of Charles to the 
I crown of .Spain. Ferdinand, in order to procure a bleffing, 

of which, from his advanced age, and the intemperance of- 
his youth, he could have little profpect, had recourfe to his 
phyficians, and by their prefcription took one of thofe po- 
tions, which are iuppofed to add vigour to the conflitution, 
though they more frequently prove fatal to it. This was 
its effedl on a frame io feeble and exhaufled as that of Fer- 
dinand; for though he furvived a Violent diforder which it 
at flrit occaiioned, it brought on fuch an habitual languor 

i and dejection of mind, as rendered him averfe from any fe- 
rious attention to public affairs, and fond of frivolous amuft ■ 
meats, 011 which he had not hitherto bellowed much time$. 
though he now defpaired of having any fon of his own, his 

1 jealoufy of the archduke did not abate, nor could he help 
viewing him with that averfion which princes often bear to 
their fucceflcrs. In order to gratify this unnatural pafiion, 

f Mar. lib 30. c. II, 12, 19, 24. 
§ Zurita Aunales de Arag vi. p. 347. P. Mart. Eg. 531. Ar> 

gcnfola Annul de Aragon, lib i. p. 4. 
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he made a will, appointing prince Ferdinand, who, having 
been born and educated in Spain, was much beloved by the 
Spaniards, to be regent of all his kingdoms, until the ar- 
rival of the archduke his brother; and by the fame deed he 
fettled upon him the grand-mailerfhip of the three military 
orders. The former of thefe grants might have put it in the 
power of the young prince to have difputed the throne with 
his brother; the latter would, in any event, have rendered 
him almolt independent of him. 

Ferdinand retained to the lad that jealous love of power, 
which was fo remarkable through his wdiole life. Unwil- 
ling even at the approach of death to admit a thought of 
reiinquiihing any portion of his authority, he removed con- 
tinually from place to place, in order to fly from his diflem- 
per, or to forget it. Though his llrength declined every 
day, none of his attendants durft mention his condition; 
nor would he admit his father confeifor, who thought fuch 
filence criminal and unchrrftian, into his prefence. At laft 
the danger became fo imminent, that it could be no longer 
concealed. Ferdinand received the intimation with a de- 
cent fortitude, and touched, perhaps, with compundlion at 
the injuftice which he had done his grandfon, or influ- 
enced by the honeft remonftrances of Carvajal, Zapata, and 
Vargas, his moil ancient and faithful counfellors, who repre- 
fenved to him, that by invefting prince Ferdinand with the 
regency, he would infallibly entail a civil war on the two 
brothers, and by bellowing on him the grand-mallerlhip of 
the military orders, would ftrip the crown of its noblefl. or- 
nament and chief llrength, he confented to alter his will 
with refpeft to both thefe particulars. By a new deed he 
left Charles the foie heir of all his dominions, and allotted 
to prince Ferdinand, inilead of that throne of which he 
thought himfelf almoll fecure, an inconfiderable eftablifh- 
ment of fifty thoufand ducats a year*. He died a few 

* Mar. Hill. lib. 30. c. u!t. Zurita. Annales de Arag. vi. 401. 
F. Mart. Ep. 563, 566. Argenfola Annales de Arag. lib. i. p. ir. 
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Iiours after figning this will, on the twenty-third day of 
January, one thoufand five hundred and iixteen. 

Charles, to whom fuch a noble inheritance defcended by 
his death, was near the full age of fixteen. He had hither- 
to refided in the Low Countries, his paternal dominions. 
Margaret of Auftria, Ids aunt, and Margaret of York, the 
filler of Edward IV. of England, and widow of Charles the 
Bold, two princeffes of great virtue and abilities, had the 
care of forming his earl y youth. Upon the death of Ids fa- 
ther, the Elemings committed the government of the Low 
Countries to his grandfather, the emperor Maximilian, with 
the name' rather than the authority of regentf. Max- 
imilian made choice of William de Croy lord of Chievres to 
luperir.tend the education of the young prince his grand- 
ion*. That nobleman poffeiTed, in an eminent degree, the 

f Pontius Heuterus Rerum Aullriacarum, lib. xv. Lov. 1649. 
lib. vii. c. 7. p. 155. 

* The French hiftorians, upon the authority of M. de Bellay, 
Mem. p. 11. have unanimoufly ailerted, that Philip, by his laft 
will, having appointed the king of France to have the direction 
of his ion's education, Louis XII. with a difintereftednefs fuitable 
to the confidence repoled in him, named Chievres for that office. 
Even the prefident Henaut has adopted this opinion. Abregd 
Chron. A. D. 1507. Varillas, in his ufual manner, pretends to 
have feen Philip’s teftament. Prac. de FEducation des Pridces, p. 
16. But tiie Spanifh, German, and Flemifli hiftorians concur in 
contradidling this afibrtion of the French autliors. It appears- 
from Heuterus, a contemporary Flemilh hiftorian of great autho- 
rity, that Louis XII. by confenting to the marriage ol Germaine 
de loix with Ferdinand, had loft much of that confidence which 
Philip once placed in him; that this difguft was increafed by the 
French king’s giving in marriage to the count of Angouleme his 
eld eft daughter, whom he had formerly betrothed to Charles, 
Heuter. Rer. Ai^ftr. lib. v. 151:. That the French, a Ihort time be- 
fore Philip’s death, had violated the peace which fubfiited between, 
them and the Flemings, and Philip had complained of this injury, 
and was ready to refent it. Heuter. ibid. All thei'e circumftan- 
ces render it improbable that Philip, who made his will a few 
days before he died, Heuter p. 15 2. fhould commit the education 
ci his fon to Louis XII. In confirmation of thefe plaufible con- 
jeiftures, pofitive teftimony can be produced. It appears from 
Heuterus, that Philip, when he fet out for Spain, had intrufteA 
Chievres both with the care of his foil’s education, and with the go-, 
vemment. of his dominions in the Low Countries. Heuter. lib-vii. 

C 3 
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talents which fitted him for fuch an important office, and 
difcharged the duties of it with great fidelity. Under 
Chievres, Adrian of Utrecht afted as preceptor. This pre- 
ferment, which opened his way to the higheft dignities an 
ecclefiaftic can attain, he owed not to his birth, for that was 
extremely mean; nor to his intereft, for he was a ftranger 
to the arts of a court: but to the opinion which his coun- 
trymen entertained of his learning. He was indeed no in- 
confiderahle proficient in thofe frivolous fciences, which, 
during feveral centuries, affumed the name of philofophy, 
and had publifhed a commentary', which was highly efteem- 
ed, upon The Booh of Sentences, a famous treatife of Petrus 
Lombardus, conlidered at that time as the ftandard fyftem 
of metaphyficai theology'. But whatever admiration thefe 
procured him in an illiterate age, it was foon found that a 
man accuflomed to the retirement of a college, unacquaint- 
ed with the world, and without any tinfture of tafte or ele- 
gance, was by no means qualified for rendering fcience a- 
greeable to a y'oung prince. Charles, accordingly, difco- 
vered an early averfion to learning, and an exceffive fondnefs 
for thofe violent and martial exercifes, to excel in which 
was the chief pride, and almolt the only' fludy of perfons of 
rank in that age. Chievres encouraged this tafte, either 
from a delire of gaining his pupil by indulgence, or from 

p. 153. That an attempt was made, foon after Philip’s death, to 
have the emperor Maximilian appointed regent, during the mino- 
rity of his grandfon; but this being oppofed, Chievres feems to 
have continued to difeharge both the offices which Philip had 
committed to him. Heut. ibid. 153—155. That in the begin- 
ning of the year 1508, the Flemings invited Maximilian to ac- 
cept of the regency; to which he confented, and appointed his 
daughter, Margaret, together with a council of Flemings, to exer- 
cife the fupreme authority, when he himfelf ffiould, at any time 
be abfent. IF' likewife named Cliievres as governor, and Adrian 
Utrecht as preceptor to his fon. Heut. ibid 155 —157. What 
Heuterus relates with refpetft to this matter is confirmed by Mo- 
ringtis in Vita Adrian! ap.ud Analetfla Cafp. Burmanni de Adriano, 
cap. 10; by Barlandus Chronic. Brabant, ibid. p. 2j;. and by Ha- 
ra-us Annal. Brab, vol. ii. 520, &c. 
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too (liglit an opinion of the advantages of literary accom- 
plilhments*. He in limited him, however, with great care 
in the arts of government; he made him ftudy the hiftory 
not only of his own kingdoms, but of thofe with which they 
were conneited; he accuftomed him, from the time of his 
aifuming the government of Flanders in the year one thou- 
fand five hundred and fifteen, to attend to buiinefs; he per- 
fuaded him to perufe all papers relating to public affairs; 
to be prefent at the deliberations of his privy-counfellors, 
and to propofe to them himfelf thofe matters, concerning 
which he required their opinionf. From fuch an educa- 
tion, Charles contracted habits of gravity and recolleClion 
which fcarcely fuited his time of life. The firft openings 
of his genius did not indicate that fuperiority which its ma- 
turer age difplayedj. He did not difcover in his youth 
the impetuoiity of fpirit which commonly uffiers in an ac- 
tive and enterpriling manhood. Nor did his early oble- 
quioufnefs to Chievres, and his other favourites, promife 
that capacious and decifive judgment, which afterwards di- 
rected the affairs of one half of Europe. But his fubjects, 
dazzled with the external accomplifhments of a graceful fi- 
gure and manly addrefs, and viewing his cliaraftcr with that 
partiality which is always fhewn to princes during their 
youth, entertained fanguine hopes of his adding luftre to 
thofe crowns which defcended to him by the death of Fer- 
dinand. 

The kingdoms of Spain, as is evident from the view 
which I have given of their political conftitution, were at 
that time in a fituation which required an adminiftration no 
lefs vigorous than prudent. The feudal inffitutions, which 
had been introduced into all its different provinces by the 
Goths, the Suevi, and the Vandals, fubfilted in great force. 

* Jovii Vita Adrian!, p. 91. Stmvii Corpus Hift. Germ. ii. 
967- h- Heuter. Rer. Auflr. lib. vii. c. 3. p. 157. 

f Memoires de Bellay, 8vo. Par. 1573. p. 11. P. Heuter. lib. 
Vlli. c. i. p. 184. 

j P. Martyr, Ep. 569—655. 
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The nobles, who were powerful and warlike, had long pof- 
feffed all the exorbitant privileges which thefe inftitutions 
veiled in their order. The cities in Spain were more nu- 
merous and more confiderable, than the genius of feudal go- 
vernment, naturally unfavourable to commerce and to re- 
gular police, feemed to admit. The perfonal rights, and- 
political influence, which the inhabitants of thefe cities had 
acquired, were extenfive. The royal prerogative, circum- 
fcribed by the privileges of the nobility, and by the preten- 
fions of the people, was confined within very narrow limits, 
IJnder fuch a form of government, the principles of difeord 
were many; the bond of union was extremely feeble; and 
Spain felt not only all the inconveniencies occafioned by the 
defects in the feudal fyftem, but was expofed to diforders a- 
rifing from the peculiarities in its own confh'tution. 

During the long adminiilration of Ferdinand, no internal 
commotion, it is true, had ariien in Spain. His fuperior a- 
bilities had enabled him to reftrain the turbulence of the no- 
bles, and to moderate the jealoufy of the commons. By 
the wifdom of his domeftic government, by the fagacity with 
which he conducted his foreign operations, and by the high 
opinion that his fubjefts entertained of both, he had preferr- 
ed among them a degree of tranquillity, greater than was 
natural to a conftitution, in which the feeds of difeord and 
diforder were fo copioufly mingled. But, by the death of 
Ferdinand, thefe reilraints were at once withdrawn; and 
faction and difeontent, from being long reprefled, were ready 
to break out with fiercer animofity. 

In order to prevent thefe evils, Ferdinand had in his lad 
will taken a moil prudent precaution, by appointing cardi- 
nal Ximenes, archbifhop of Toledo, to be foie regent of Ca- 
llile, until the arrival of his grandfon in Spain. The fiugu- 
lar charadler of this man, and the extraordinary qualities 
which marked him out for that office at fuch a juncture,- 
merit a particular defeription. He was defeended of an ho- 
nourable, not of a wealthy family; and the circumitances of 
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his parents, as well as his own inclinations, having determin- 
ed him to enter into the church, he early obtained benefices 
of great value, and which placed him in the way of the high- 
eft preferment. All thefe, however, he renounced at once; 
and after undergoing a very fevere noviciate, affumed the 
habit of St. Francis in a monaftery of Obfervantine friars, 
one of the moft rigid orders in the Romifh church. There 
he foon became eminent for his uncommon aufterity of man- 
ners, and for thofe exceffes of fuperftitious devotion, which 
are the proper charadferiftics of the monaftic life. But not- 
withftanding thefe extravagances, to which weak and enthu- 
fiaftic minds alone are ufually prone, his underftauding, na- 
turally penetrating and deeilive, retained its full vigour, and 
acquired him fuch great authority in his own order, as raifed 
him to be their provincial. His reputation for fandtity foon 
procured him the office of father-confefibr to queen ifabella, 
which he accepted with the utmoft reludtance. He preferv- 
ed in a court the fame aufterity of manners which had di- 
ftmguiftied him in the cloifter. He continued to make all 
his journies on foot; he fubfifted only upon alms; his adds 
of mortification were as fevere as ever, and his penances as 
rigorous. Ifabella, pleafed with her choice, conferred on 
him, not long after, the archbifttopric of Toledo, which, 
next to the papacy, is the richeft dignity in the church of 
Rome. This honour he declined with a firmnefs, which no- 
thing but the authoritative injunction of the pope was able 
to overcome. Nor did this height of promotion change his. 
manners. Though obliged to difplay in public that magni- 
ficence which became his ftation, he himfelf retained his mo- 
nadic feverity. Under his pontifical robes he conftantly 
wore the coarle frock ot St. Francis, the rents in which he 
ufed to patch with his own hands. He at no time ufed li- 
nen; but was commonly clad in hair-cloth. He flept al- 
ways in his habit, moft frequently on the ground, or on 
boards, rarely in a bed. Fie did not tafte any of the delica- 
cies which appeared at his table, but fatisiied himfelf with 
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that fimple diet which the rule of his order prefcribed*. 
Notwithftanding thefe peculiarities, fo oppofite to the man- 
ners of the world, he polfeffed a thorough knowledge of its- 
affairs; and no fooner was he called by his ftution, and by 
the high opinion which Ferdinand and Ifabella entertained 
of him, to take a principal (hare in the adminiflration, than 
he difplayed talents for bufinefs, which rendered the fame 
of his wifdom equal to that of his fanftity. His political 
conduft, remarkable for the boldnefs and originality of all 
his plans, flowed from his real character, and partook both 
of its virtues and its defeats. His extenfive genius fuggdt- 
ed to him fchemes vail and magnificent. Confeious of the 
integrity of his intentions, he purfued thefe with unremit- 
ting and undaunted firmnefs. Accuftomed from his early 
youth to mortify his own palfions, he {hewed little indulgence 
towards thofe of other men. Taught by his fyftem of reli- 
gion to check even his molt innocent defires, he was the ene- 
my of every thing to which he could affix the name of ele- 
gance or pleafure. Though free from any fufpicion of cru- 
elty, he difcovercd, in all his commerce with the world, a 
fevere inflexibility of mind, and aufterity of charadler, pecu- 
liar to the monadic profeffion, and which can hardly be con- 
ceived in a country where that is unknown. 

Such was the man to whom Ferdinand committed the 
regency of Caflile; and though Ximenes was then near four- 
fcorE, and perfectly acquainted with the labour and difficul- 
ty of the office, his natural intrepidity of mind, and zeal for 
the public good, prompted him to accept of it without he- 
fitation. Adrian of Utrecht, who had been fent into Spain 
a few months before the death of Ferdinand, produced full 
powers from the archduke to affiime the name and authori- 
ty of regent, upon the demife of his grandfather; but fuch 
was the averfion of the Spaniards to the government of a 
flranger, and fo unequal the abilities of the two eompeti- 

* Hiftoire de 1’adminiflration da Card.. Ximen. par Mich. Bau- 
dkr, 410. 1635, p. 13. 
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tors, that Adrian’s claim would at once have been rejected, 
if Ximenes hhnfelf, from complaifance to his new mafter, 
had not confented to acknowledge him as regent, and to 
carry on the government in conjunction with him. By this, 
however, Adrian acquired a dignity merely nominal. Xi- 
menes, though he treated him with great decency, and even 
refpeft, retained the whole power in his own handsf. 

The cardinal’s firil care was to obferve the motions of the 
infant Don Ferdinand, who, having been flattered with fo 
■near a profpett of fupreme power, bore the difappointment 
of his hopes with greater impatiendf than a prince at a pe- 
riod of life fo early could have been fuppofed to feel. Xi- 

; menes, under pretence of providing more efle&ually for his 
| i fafety, removed him from Guadaloupe, the place in which 

; he had been educated, to Madrid, where he fixed the refi- 
dcnce of the court. There he was under the cardinal’s own 

t ■ eye, and his conduft, with that of his domeftics, was watch- 
1 ed with the utmoft attention 

I The firft intelligence he received from the Low-Countries, 
gave greater difquiet to the cardinal, and convinced him 
how difficult a talk it would be to conduft the affairs of an 
unexperienced prince, under the influence of counfellors un- 

! acquainted with the laws and manners of Spain. No foon- 
er did the account of Ferdinand’s death reach Bruffels, than 
Charles, by the advice of his Flemifh minifters, refolved to 
affume the title of king. By the laws of Spain, the foie 
right to the crowns, both of Caftile and of Aragon, belong- 
ed to Joanna; and though her infirmities difqualified her 
from governing, this incapacity had not been declared by 
any public atl of the Cortes in either kingdom: fo that the 
Spaniards confidered this refolution, not only as a direct vi- 
olation of their privileges, but as an unnatural ufurpation in 
a fon on the prerogatives of a mother, towards whom, in her 

f Gometius de reb. geft. Ximenii, p. 1 co. fnl. Comp!. 1569. 
§ Miniana Contin. Marian®, lib. 1. e. 2. Baudier Hitt, de Xi- 

menes, p. 118. 
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prefent unhappy fituation, he manifefted a lefs delicate re- 
gard than her fubjefts had always exprefled*. The Flemilh 
court, however, having prevailed both on the pope and on 
the emperor to addrefs letters to Charles as king of Caftile; 
the former of whom, it was pretended, had a right, as head 
of the church, and the latter, as head of the empire, to con- 
fer this title; inftruftions were fent to Ximenes, to prevail 
on the Spaniards to acknowledge it. Ximenes, though he 
had earneftly remonftrated againft the meafure, as no lefs 
unpopular than unnecefiary, refolved to exert all his autho- 
rity and credit in carrying it into execution, and immediate- 
ly aflembled fuch of the nobles as were then at court. 
What Charles required was laid before therrt; and when, 
inftead of complying with his demands, they began to mur- 
mur againft fuch an unprecedented encroachment on their 
privileges, and to talk high of the rights of Joanna, and their 
oath of allegiance to her, Ximenes haftily interpofed, and, 
with that firm and decifive tone which was natural to him, 
told them that they were not called now to deliberate, but 
to obey; that their fovereign did not apply to them for ad- 
vice, but expected fubmiffion; and “ this day,” added he, 
« Charles fliall be proclaimed king of Caftile in Madrid; 
and the reft of the cities, 1 doubt not, will follow its exam- 
ple.” On the fpot he gave orders for that purpofef [A- 
pril 13]; and notwithftanding the novelty of the pradtice, 
and the fecret difcontents of many perfons of diitindtion, 
Charles’s title was univerfally recognized. In Aragon, 
where the privileges of the fubject were more extenfive, and 
the abilities as well as authority of the archbiftiop of Sara- 
gofla, whom Ferdinand had appointed regent, were far infe- 
rior to thofe of Ximenes, the fame obfequioufnefs to the 
will of Charks did not appear, nor was he acknowledged 
there under any other charadler but that of prince, until his 
arrival in Spain J. 

* P. Mart. Ep. 568. 
f Gometius, p. 15*, See. Baudier Hift. de Ximen. p. izi. 
§ P. Mart. Ep. 57 a. 
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Ximenes, though poffeflhd only of delegated power, which 
from his advanced age, he could not expedf to enjoy long, 
affumed, together with the chara&er of regent, all the ideas 
natural to a monarch, and adopted fchemes for extending 
the regal authority, which he purfued with as much intrepi- 
dity and ardour, as if he himfelf had been to reap the advan- 
tages refulting from their fuccefs. The exorbitant privi- 
leges of the Callilian nobles circumfcribed the prerogative 
of the prince within very narrow limits. Thefe privileges 
the cardinal confidered as fo many unjuil extortions from 

f the crown, and determined to abridge them. Dangerous 
as the attempt was, there were circumilances in his fituation 
which promifed him greater fuccefs than any king of Caddie 
could have expetted. His drift and prudent economy of 
his archiepifcopal revenues furniihed him with more ready 
money than the crown could at any time command; the 

I fanftity of his manners, his charity and munificence, render- 
I -cd him the idol of the people; and the nobles themfelves, 
l| not fufpefting any danger from him, did not obferve his mo- 
il tions with the fame jealous attention, as they would have 
ill watched thofe of one of their monarchs. 

Immediately upon his acceffion to the regency, feveral of 
Pi the nobles, fancying that the reins of government would of 

I confequence be fomewhat relaxed, began to affemble their 
I vaffals, and to profecute, by force of arms, private quarrels 
( and pretenikins, which the authority of Ferdinand had o- 
i bliged them to diffemble, or to relinquifh. But Ximenes, 
Iwho had taken into pay a good body of troops, oppofed and 

defeated all their defigns with unexpected vigour and facili- 
ty ; and though he did not treat the authors of thefe difor- 

:: ders with any cruelty, he forced them to afts of fubmiffion, 
extremely mortifying to the haughty fpirit of Caltilian gran- 
dees. 

But while the cardinal’s attacks were confined to indivi- 
duals, and every aft of rigour was juitified by the appearance 

I neceffity, founded on the forms of iuftice, and tempered 
Vol. II. d 



THE REIGN OT THE b. r. 3° 

with a mixture of lenity, there was fcarcely room forjealou- 
fy or complaint. It was not fo with his next meafure, 
which, by flriking at a privilege elTential to the nobility, 
gave a general alarm to the whole order. By the feudal 
conftitution, the military power was lodged in the hands of 
the nobles, and men of an inferior condition were called into 
the field only as their vaffals, and to follow their banners. 
A king, with fcanty revenues, and a limited prerogative, 
depended on thefe potent barons, in all his operations. It 
was with their forces he attacked his enemies, and with them 
he defended his kingdom. While at the head of troops at- 
tached warmly to their own immediate lords, and acculfom- 
ed to obey no other commands, his authority was precari- 
ous, and his efforts feeble. From this ftate Ximenes refolv- 
ed to deliver the crown; and as mercenary {landing armies 
were unknown under the feudal government, and would 
have been odious to a martial and generous people, he iffued 
a proclamation, commanding every city in Caftile to enroll 
a certain number of its burgeffes, in order that they might 
be trained to the ufe of arms on Sundays and holidays; he 
engaged to provide officers to command them at the public 
expence; and as an encouragement to the private men, pro- 
mifed them an exemption from all taxes and impofitions. 
The frequent incurfions of the Moors from Africa, and the 
neceffity of having fome force always ready to oppofe them, 
furnifhed a plaufible pretence for this innovation. The ob- 

really in view was to fecure the king a body of troops 
independent of his barons, and which might ferve to counter- 
balance their powerThe nobles were not flow in per- 
ceiving what was his intention, and faw how effeftually the 
feheme which he had adopted would accompli lb his end; 
but as a meafure which had the pious appearance of relating 
the progrefs of the infidels was extremely popular, and as 
any oppofition to it, arifing from their order alone, would 
have been imputed wholly to interelted motives, they en- 

§ Miniaase Continuatio Marianas, fol. Hag. 1733.P-3* 
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deavoured to excite the cities themfclves to renife obedience, 
and to inveigh againil the proclamation as inconfiflent with 
their charters and privileges. In oonfequence of their miti- 
gations, Burgos, Valladolid, and feveral other cities, rofe in 
open mutiny. Some of the grandees declared themfelvea 
their prote&ors. Violent remonftrances were prelented to 
the king. His Flemilh counfellors were alarmed. Ximenes 
alone continued firm and undaunted; and partly by terror, 
partly by entreaty; by force in feme inilances, and by for- 
bearance in others; he prevailed on all the refractory cities 
to comply^. During his administration, he continued to 
execute his plan with vigour; Jrut foon after his death it 
was entirely dropped. 

His fuccefs in this fcheme for reducing the exorbitant 
power of the nobility, encouraged him to attempt a dimi- 
nution of their pofleffions, which were no lefs exorbitant. 
During the contefts and diforders infeparable from the feu- 
dal government, the nobles, ever attentive to their own in- 
terell, and taking advantage of the weaknefs or diftrefs of 
their monarchs, had feized fume parts of the royal demefnes, 
obtained grants of others, and having gradually wrefted al- 
moft the whole out of the hands of the prince, had annexed 
them to their own eftates. The titles, by which moil of 
the grandees held thefe lands, were extremely defective; it 
was from fome fuccefsful ufurpation, which the crown had 
been too feeble to difpute, that many derived their only 
claim to poffeffion. An inquiry carried back to the origin 
of thefe encroachments, which were almoit coeval with the 
feudal fyftem, was impracticable; and as it would have drip- 
ped every nobleman in Spain of great part of his lands, it. 
mult have excited a general revolt. Such a itep was too 
bold, even for the enterprifmg genius of Ximenes. He 
confined himfelf to the reign of Ferdinand; and beginning 
with tlie penlions granted during that time, refilled to make 
any farther payment, becaufe all right to them expired with- 

§ P. Mart. Ep. ^6, See. Gometius, p. 160, &c. 
D 2 
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his life. He then called to account fuch as had acquired 
crown lands under the adminiilration of that monarch, and at 
once refumed whatever he had alienated. The effects of thefe 
revocations extended to many perfons of high rank ; for tho* 
Ferdinand was a prince of little generofity, yet he and Ifa- 
bella having been raifed to the throne of Caftile by a power- 
ful fadtion of the nobles, they were obliged to reward the 
zeal of their adherents with great liberality, and the royal 
demefnes were their only fund for that purpofe. The addi- 
tion made to the revenue of the crown by thefe revocations, 
together with his own frugal economy, enabled Ximenes 
not only to difeharge all the debts which Ferdinand bad 
left, and to remit confiderable fums to Flanders, but to pay 
the officers of his new militia, and to eftablifh magazines not 
only more numerous, but better furniffied with artillery, 
arms, and warlike ftores, than Spain had ever pofTeffed in a- 
ny former age*. The prudent and difmterefted application 
of thefe fums, was a full apology to the people for the ri- 
gour with which they were exacted. 

The nobles, alarmed at thefe repeated attacks, began to 
think of precautions for the fafety of their order. Many 
cabals were formed, loud complaints were uttered, and def- 
perate refolutions taken; but before they proceeded to ex- 
tremities, they appointed fome of their number to examine 
the powers in confequence of which the cardinal exercifed 
acts of fuch high authority. The admiral of Caftile, the 
duke de Infantado, and the Ccnde de Benevento, grandees 
of the firft rank, were entrufted with this commiffion. Xi- 
menes received them with cold civility, and in anfvver to 
their demand, produced the teftament of Ferdinand by 
which he was appointed regent, together with the ratifica- 
tion of that deed by Charles. To both thefe they objefted; 
and he endeavoured to eftablifh their validity. As the con- 
verfation grew warm, he led them infeniibly towards a bal- 
cony, from which they had a view of a large body of troops 

* Flechier Vie de Ximen. ii. 600. 
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under arms, and of a formidable train of artillery. £< Be- 
hold,” fays he, pointing to thefe and railing his voice, 
“ the powers which I have received from his Catholic maje- 
fty. With thefe I govern Caftile; and with thefe I will 
govern it, until the king your mailer and mine takes polfef- 
iion of his kingdoms.” A declaration fo bold and haugh- 
ty filenced them, and aftonifhed their aiTociates. To take 
arms againll a man aware of his danger, and prepared for 
his defence, was what defpair alone would dictate. All 
thoughts of a general confederacy again 11 the Cardinal’s ad- 
miniftration were laid alide; and except from fotne flight 
commotions, excited by the private refentment of particular 
noblemen, the tranquillity of Callile fuffcred no interruption. 

It was not only from the oppofltion of the Spaniih nobi- 
lity that obftacles arofe to the execution of the cardinal’s 
fchemes; he had a conftant druggie to maintain with the 
Flemiih minillers, who prefuming upon their favour with the 
young king, aimed at directing the affairs of Spain, as well 
as thole of their own country. Jealous of the great abili- 
ties and independent fpirit of Ximenes, they conlidered him 
rather as a rival who might eircumfcribe their power, than 
as a minider, who by his prudence and vigour was adding 
to the grandeur and authority of their mailer. Every com- 
plaint again it his adminiilration was lidened to with plea- 
iure by the courtiers in the Low-Countries. Unneceffary 
obdruftions were thrown by their means in the way of all 
his meafures; and though they could not, either with de- 
cency or fafety, deprive him of the office of regent, they en- 
deavoured to leffen his authority by dividing it. They foon 
difeovered that Adrian of Utrecht, already joined with him 
in office, had neither genius nor fpirit fufficient to give the 
hall check to his proceedings; and therefore Charles, by 
their advice, added to the commiffion of regency La Chau, 
a Flemiih gentleman, and afterwards Ameriloi f, a nobleman 

of Holland; the firmer didinguiffied for his addrefs, the 

§ Fleeh. ii. J51. Fen-era?, Ilid.'viii. 433, 
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latter for his firmnefs. Ximenes, though no Granger to the 
malevolent intention of the Flermih courtiers, received thefe 
new aflbciates with all the external marks of diftinftion due 
to the office with which they were invefted; but when they 
came to enter upon bufinefs, he abated nothing of that air 
of fuperiority with which he had treated Adrian, and (till 
retained the foie direction of affairs. The Spaniards, more 
averfe, perhaps, than any other people, to the government 
of it rangers, approved of all his efforts to preferve his own 
authority. Even the nobles, influenced by this national paf- 
fion, and forgetting their jealoufies and difcontents, chofe 
rather to fee the fupreme power in the hands of one of their 
countrymen, whom they feared, than in thofe of foreigners, 
whom they hated. 

Ximenes, though engaged in fuch great fchemes of do- 
meftic policy, and embarraffed by the artifices and intrigues 
of the Flemilh minrfters, had the burden of two foreign wars 
to fupport. The one was in Navarre, which was invaded 
by its unfortunate monarch John d’Albret. The death of 
Ferdinand, the abfence of Charles, the difcord and difaffec- 
tion which reigned among the Spanifh nobles, feemed to 
prefent him with a favourable opportunity of recovering his 
dominions. The cardinal’s vigilance, however, defeated a 
meafure fo well concerted. As he forefaw the danger to 
which that kingdom might be expofed, one of his fir ft a£!s 
of adminitlration was to order thither a confiderable body of 
troops. While the king was employed with one part of his 
army in the fiege of St. Jean Pied en Port, Villalva, an offi- 
cer of great experience and courage, attacked the other by 
furprife, and cut it to pieces. The king inftantly retreated 
with precipitation, and an end was put to the war*. But 

# as Navarre was filled at that time with towns and caftles 
{lightly fortified, and weakly garrifoned, which being un- 
able to refill an enemy, ferved only to furnilh him with places 
of retreat j Ximenes, always bold and decifive in his mea- 

* P. Mart. Ep. ;ro. 
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fures, ordered every one of thefe to be difmantled, except 
Pampeluna, the fortifications of which he propofed to ren- 
der very flrong. To this uncommon precaution, Spain owes 
the poffeffion of Navarre. The French, fince that period, 
have often entered, and have as often over-run the open coun- 
try ; while they were expofed to all the inconveniencies at- 

I tending an invading army, the Spaniards have eafily drawn 
troops from the neighbouring provinces to oppofe them; 
and the French having no place of any ftrength to which 
they could retire, have been obliged repeatedly to abandon 
their conqueft with as much rapidity as they gained it. 

The other w'ar which he carried on in Africa, againft the 
famous adventurer Horuc Barbaroffa, who, from a private 

l corfaij-, raifed himfelf, by his fmgular valour and addrefs, to 
be king of Algiers and Tunis, was far from being equally 
fuccefsful. The ill conduct of the Spanifh general, and the 

, rafh valour of his troops, prefented Barbaroffa with an eafy 
Ividtory. Many perifhed in the battle, more in the retreat, 

and the remainder returned into Spain covered with infamy. 
The magnanimity, however, with which the cardinal bore 
this difgrace, the only one he experienced during his admi- 
nillration, added new luftre to his charadlerf. Great com- 

ij pofure of temper under a difappointment, was not expedted 
( from a man fo remarkable for the eagernefs and impatience 

;l with which he urged on the execution of all his fchemes. 
This difafler was foon forgotten; while the conduct of 

| the Flemifh court proved the caufe of conftant uneafinefs, 
not only to the cardinal, but to the whole Spanifh nation. 

1 All the great qualities of Chievres, the prime minifter and 

j • favourite of the young king, were fullied with an ignoble 
and fordid avarice. The acceffion of his malter to the crown 
of Spain, opened a new and copious fource for the gratifica- 
tion of this palfion. During the time of Charles’s refidence 

i in I landers, the whole tribe of pretenders to offices or to fa- 
rvour reforted thither. They foon difcovered that, without 

t Gometius, lib. vi. p. 179. 
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the patronage of Chievres, it was vain to hope for prefer- 
ment; nor did they want fagacity to find out the proper 
method of fecuring his protection. Great fums of money 
were drawn out of Spain. Every thing was venal, and dif- 
pofed of to the highefl bidder. After the example of Chie- 
vres, the inferior Flemifh minifters engaged in this traffic, 
which became as general and avowed, as it was infamous*. 
The Spaniards were filled with rage when they beheld of- 
fices of great importance to the welfare of their country, 
fet to fide by ftrangers, unconcerned for its honour or its 
happinefs. Ximenes, difinterefted in his wh»le adminiftra- 
tion, and a ftranger, from his native grandeur of mind, to 
the paffion of avarice, inveighed with the utmoil boldnefs 
again ft the venality of the Flemings. Fie reprefented to 
the king, in ftrong terms, the murmurs and indignation 
which their behaviour excited among a free and high-fpirit- 
ed people, and befought him to fet out without lofs of time 
for Spain, that, by his prefence, he might difiipate the 
clouds which were gathering all over the kingdom-}-. 

Charles was fully feniible that he had delayed too long to 
take poffeffion of his dominions in Spain. Powerful obfta- 
cles, however, flood in his way, and detained him in the 
Low-Countries. The war which the league of Cambray 
had kindled in Italy, ftill fubfiited; though-during its courfe, 
the armies of all the parties engaged in it had changed their 
deft’nation and their objects. France was now in alliance 
with Venice, which it had at firfl combined to deftroy. 
Maximilian and Ferdinand had for fome years carried on 
hollilities againft France, their original ally, to the valour 
of whofe troops the confederacy had been indebted in a 
great meafure for its fuccefs. Together with his kingdoms, 
Ferdinand tranfmitted this war to his grandfon; and there 
was reafon to expeft that Maximilian, always fond of new 
enterprifes, would perfuade the young monarch to enter in- 
to it with ardour. But the Flemings, who had long pof- 

* Miuiana, Contin. 1. i. c. a. f P. Mart. Ep. 576. 
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■ fefled an extenfive commerce, which, during the league of 
I Gambray, had grown to a great height upon the ruins of 
! tlie Venetian trade, dreaded a rupture with France; and 
L Chievres, fagacious to difcern the true intereft of his conn- 
i try, and not warped on this occafion by his love of wealth, 
<■ warmly declared for maintaining peace with the French na- 
il tion. Francis I. deftitute of allies, and felicitous to fecure 
: Ids late conquelts in Italy by a treaty, liftened with joy to 

! the firft overtures of accommodation. Chievres himfclf con- 
ducted the negotiation in the name of Charles. Goufikr 

| appeared as plenipotentiary for Francis. Each of them had 
1 predded over the education of the prince whom lie repre- 

, fented. They had both adopted the fame pacific fyitem; 
1 and were equally perfuaded that the union of the twro mon- 

archs was the happieft event for themfelves, as well as for 
their kingdoms. In fuch hands the negotiation did not 

'i languilh. A few days after opening their conferences at 
Noyon, they concluded a treaty of confederacy and mutual 

I defence between the two monarchs [Aug. 13], the chief 
articles in which were, that Francis fhould give in marriage 
to Charles his eldeft daughter, the princefs Louife, an in- 
fant of a year old, and as her dowry, fhould make over to 
him all his claims and pretenfions upon the kingdom of 
Naples; that, in confideration of Charles’s being already in 
pofiefiion of Naples, he fhould, until the accomplifhment of 
the marriage, pay an hundred thoufand crowns a-year to 
the French king; and the half of that fum annually as long 
as the princefs had no children ; that when Charles fhall ar- 

rive in Spain, the heirs of the king of Navarre may repre- 
fent to him their right to that kingdom; and if, after exa- 
mining their claim, lie does not give them fatisfadtion, Fran- 
cis (hall be at liberty to affilt them with all his forces*. 
1 his alliance not only united Charles and Francis, but o- 

bliged Maximilian, who was unable alone to cope with the 
I icnch and Venetians, to enter into a treaty with thofc 

* Leonard Recueil des Traitez, tom. ii. 69. 
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powers, which put a fin il period to the bloody and tedious 
war that the league of Cambray had occafioned. Europe 
enjoyed a few years of univerfal tranquillity, and was indebt- 
ed for that bleffing to two princes, whole rivallhip and am- 
bition kept it in perpetual difeord and agitation during the 
remainder of their reigns. 

By the treaty of Noyon, Charles fecured a fafe palfage 
into Spain. It was not, however, the intereft of his Flemish 
minillers, that he fhould vifit that kingdom foon. While 
he refided in Flanders, the revenues of the Spanifh crown 
were fpent there, and they engrolfed, without any compe- 
titors, all the effefts of their monarch’s generofity; their 
country became the feat of government, and all favours 
were difpenfed by them. Of all thefe advantages they run 
the rilk of feeing themfelves deprived, from the moment 
that their fovereign entered Spain. The Spaniards would 
naturally affume the diredlion of their own affairs; the 
Low-Countries would be conlidered only as a province of 
that mighty monarchy; and they who now diffributed the 
favours of the prince to others, mufl then be content to re- 
ceive them from the hands of flrangers. But what Chiev'- 
res chiefly wifhed to avoid was, an interview between the 
king and Ximenes. On the one hand, the wifdom, tire in- 
tegrity, and the magnanimity of that prelate, gave him a 
wonderful afcendant over the minds of men ; and it was ex- 
tremely probable, that thefe great qualities, added to the 
reverence due to his age and office, would command the re- 
fpect of a young prince, who, capable of noble and gene- 
rous fentiments himfelf, would, in proportion to his admi- 
ration of the cardinal’s virtues, lelTen his deference towards 
perfons of another character. Or, on the other hand, if 
Charles ihould allow his Flemifh favourites to retain all the 
influence over his councils which they at prefent pofleffed, 
it was eafy to forefee that the cardinal would remonihate 
loudly againfl inch an indignity to the Spanifh nation, and 
vindicate the rights of his country with the fame intrepidity 
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and fuccefs, with which he had affcrted the prerogatives of 
the crown. For thefe reaibns, all his Flemifh counfellors 
combined to retard his departure; and Charles, unfufpici- 
ous, from want of experience, and fond of his native coun- 
try, buffered himfelf to be unneceffarily detained in the Ne- 
therlands a whole year after figning the treaty of Noyon. 

The repeated entreaties of Ximenes, the advice of his 
grandfather Maximilian, and the impatient murmurs of his 
Spanifh fubjedts, prevailed on him at lait to embark. He 

. was attended not only by Chievres, his prime minifter, but 
by a numerous and fplcndid train of the Flemifh nobles, 

i fond of beholding the grandeur, or of (haring in the bounty 
! | of their prince. After a dangerous voyage, he landed at 
f Villa Viciofa, in the province of Afturias [Sept. 13J, and 

ji' was received with fuch loud acclamations of joy, as a new 
1; monarch, whofe arrival was fo ardently delired, had reafon 
I: to expect. The Spanifh nobility rfcforted to their fovereign 
| from all parts of the kingdom, and difplayed a magnificence 
ii which the Flemings were unable to emulate*. 

Ximenes, who confidered the prefenee of the king as the 
'! greateft blelfing to his dominions, was advancing towards the 
i coaft, as fall as the infirm (late of his health would permit, 

j in order to receive him. During his regency, and notwith- 
I Handing his extreme old age, he had abated, in no degree, 

the rigour or frequency of his mortifications; and to thefe 
he added fuch laborious affiduity in bufmefs, as would have 
worn out the moft youthful and vigorous conftitution. E- 
very day he employed feveral hours in devotion ; he cele- 
brated mafs in perfon; he even allotted fome fpace for llu- 
■dy. Notwithftanding thefe occupations, he regularly at- 
tended the council; he received and read all papers prefent- 
ed to him ; he didlated letters and inftruftions; and took 
under his infpeftion all bufmefs, civil, ecclefiatlical, or mili- 
tary. Every moment of his time was filled up with fome 

n ferious employment. The only amufement in which he in- 

* P. Mart. Ep. 599, 601. 
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tlulged himfelf, by way of relaxation after bufinefs, was to 
canvafs, with a few friars, and other divines, fome intricate 
article in fcholaftic theology. Wailed by fuch a courfe of 
life, the infirmities of age daily grew upon him. On his 
journey, a violent diforder feized him at Bos Equillos, at- 
tended with uncommon fymptoms, which his followers con- 
fidered as the effeft of poifon*, but could not agree whe- 
ther the crime ought to be imputed to the hatred of the 
Spanilh nobles, or to the malice of the Flemiih courtiers. 
This accident obliged him to Hop ihort, he wrote to 
Charles, and with his ufual boldnefs advifed him, to difmifs 
all the ftrangers in his train, whofe numbers and credit gave 
offence already to the Spaniards, and would ere long alienate 
the affedlions of the whole people. At the fame time he 
earneilly defined to have an interview with the king, that he 
might inform him of the Hate of the nation, and the tem- 
per of his fubjefts. To prevent this, not only the Flemings, 
but the Spanifh grandees, employed all their addrefs, and 
indullrioufly kept Charles at a dillance from Aranda, the 
place to which the cardinal had removed. Through their 
fuggeilions, every meafure that he recommended was re- 
jedled; theutmoft care was taken to make him feel, and to 
point out to the whole nation, that his power was on the 
decline; even in things purely trivial, fuch a choice was al- 
ways made, as was deemed moll difagreeable to him. Xi- 
menes did not bear this treatment with his ufual fortitude 
of fpirit. Confcious of his own integrity and merit, he ex- 
pedled a more greatful return from a prince, to whom he de- 
livered a kingdom more flourilhing than it had been in any 
former age, together with authority more extenfive and bet- 
ter ellabliihed than the moll illuflrious of his ancellors had 
ever poffeffed. Fie could not, therefore, on many occafions, 
refrain from giving vent to his indignation and complaints. 
He lamented the fate of his country, and foretold the cala- 
mities which it would fuffer from the infolence, the rapaci- 

* Miniana, Contin. lib. i. c. 3. 

—
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oufnefs, and ignorance of ftrangers. While his mind was 
agitated by thefe pafiions, he received a letter from the king, 
in which, after a few cold and formal exprellions of regard, 
he was allowed to retire to his diocefe; that after a life of 
fuch continued labour, he might end his days in tranquilli- 
ty. This melfage proved fatal to Ximenes. His haugh- 
ty mind, it is probable, could not furvive difgrace; perhaps 
his generous heart could not bear the profpect of the mis- 
fortunes ready to fall on his country. Whichfoever of 
thefe opinions we embrace, certain it is that he expired a 
few hours after reading the letter * [Nov. 8. j The varie- 
ty, the grandeur, and the fuccefs of his fchemes, during a 
regency of only twenty months, leave it doubtful, whether 
his fagacity in council, his prudence in conduft, or his bold- 
nefs in execution, deferve the greatell praife. His reputa- 
tion is ftill high in Spain, not only for wifdom, but for fanc- 
tity; and he is the only prime minifter mentioned in hifto- 

i ry, whom his contemporaries reverenced as a faint f, and to 
whom the people under his government afcribed the power 
of working miracles. 

Soon after the death of Ximenes, Charles made his pu- 
blic entry, with great pomp, into Valladolid, whither he 
had fummoned the Cortes of Caftile. Though he alfumed 
on all occafions the name of king, that title had never been 
acknowledged in the Cortes. The Spaniards confidered 
Joanna as poffeffed of the foie right to the crown, and no 
example bf a fan’s having enjoyed the title of king during 
the life of his parents occurring in their hiftory, the Cortes 
difcovered all that fcrupulous refpeft for ancient forms, and 
that averfion to innovation, which are confpicuous in po- 
pular affemblies. The prefence, however, of their prince, 
the addrefs, the artifices, and the threats of his minifters, 
prevailed on them at laft to proclaim him king, in conjunc- 

* Marfollier, Vie de Ximenes, p. 447. 
&c. Baudier, Mift. de Ximen. p. ao8. 

t Flechier, Vie Ue Ximem. ii. p. 746. 
Vol. II. E 

Gomerius, lib. vii. to6# 
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tion with his mother, whofe name they appointed to be 
placed before that of her fon, in all public acts. But when 
they made this conceflion, they declared, that if, at any fu- 
ture period, Joanna fhould recover the exercife of reafon, 
the whole royal authority fhould return into her hands. At 
the fame time, they voted a free gift of fix hundred thou- 
fand ducats, to be paid in three years, a fum more confidera- 
ble than had ever been granted to any former monarch*. 

Notwithflanding this obfequioufnefs of the Cortes to the 
will of the king, the mod violent fymptoms of diffatisfac- 
tion with his government began to break out in the king- 
dom. Chievres had acquired over the mind of the young 
monarch the afcendant, not only of a tutor, but of a parent. 
Charles feemed to have no fentiments but thofe which his 
minifter infpired, and fcarcely uttered a word but what he 
put into his mouth. He was conflantly furrounded by 
Flemings; no perfon got accefs to him without their per- 
milTion; nor was any admitted to audience but in their pre- 
fence. As he fpoke the Spanifh language very imperfectly, 
his anfwers were always extremely fhort, and often deliver- 
ed with hefttation. From all thefe circumitances, many of 
the Spaniards were led to believe, that he was a prince of a 
flow and narrow genius. Some pretended to difeover a itrong 
refemblance between him and his mother, and began to 
uhifper that his capacity for government would never be 
far fuperior to hers; and though they who had the bed op- 
portunity of judging concerning his charafter, maintained, 
that notwithflanding fuch unpromifmg appearances, he pof- 
i'effed a large fund of knowledge, as well as of fagacityf; 
yet all agreed in condemning his partiality towards the 
Flemings, and his attachment to his favourites, as unreafon- 
able and immoderate. Unfortunately for Charles, thefe fa- 
vourites were unworthy of his confidence. To amafs wealth 

* Miniana, Contin. lib. i. c. 3. P. Mart. Ep. 6c8. Sandov. p. 

f Sandoval, p. 31. P. Mart. Ep. 635. 
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feems to have been their only aim: and as they had reafon 
to fear, that either their mailer’s good fenfe, or the indig- 
nation of the Spaniards, might foon abridge their power, 
they haftened to improve the prefent opportunity, and their 
avarice was the more rapacious, becaufe they expcflxd their 
authority to be of no long duration. All honours, offices, 
and benefices, were either engroffed by the Flemings, or 
publicly fold by them. Chievres, his wife, and Sauvage, 

i whom Charles, on the death of Ximenes, had imprudently 
railed to be chancellor of Caftile, vied with each other in all 
ithe refinements of extortion and venality. Not only the 

|Spanilh hillorians, who, from refentment, may be fufpe&ed 
!pf exaggeration, but Peter Martyr Angleria, an Italian, 

I who refided at that time in the court of Spain, and who 
| iwas under no temptation to deceive the perfons to whom 
Shis letters are addrelfed, give a defcription which is almoll 

incredible, of the infatiable and fhamelefs covetoufnefs of 
lithe Flemings. According to Angleria’s calculation, which 
:ne afferts to be extremely moderate, they remitted into the 
i|!Low-Countnes, in the fpace of ten months, no lefs a fum 
|:han a million and one hundred thoufand dueuts. The 
ill Domination of William de Croy, Chievres’ nephew, a young 

■ pNan not of canonical age, to the archbifhopric of Toledo, 
;:;’xafperated the Spaniards more than all thefe exadlions. 
Ijrhey confidered the elevation of a ftranger to the head of 
Mjheir church, and to the richefl benefice in the kingdom, 
Mpot only as an injury, but as an infult to the whole nation } 

If’oth clergy and laity, the former from interefl, the latter 
rom indignation, joined in exclaiming again!! itf. 

Charles leaving Callile thus difgufted with his admini- 
tration, fet out for Saragoffa, the capital of Aragon, that 
ie might be prefent in the Cortes ot that kingdom. On 
us way thither, he took leave of his brother Ferdinand, 
vhom he fent into Germany on the pretence of vititiog 

+ Srl0VaJ:. p- Mart. F.p. 608., 611, 613, 614, 6ai. nj9* Miniana, Cent in. lib. i. c. 3. p. 8 
E 
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their grandfather, Maximilian, in his old age. To this 
prudent precaution, Charles owed the prefervation of the 
Spaniih dominions. During the violent commotions which 
arofe there foon after this period, the Spaniards would in- 
fallibly have offered the crown to a prince, who was the 
darling of the whole nation; nor did Ferdinand want am- 
bition, or counfellors, that might have prompted him to ac- 
cept of the offerf. 

The Aragonefe had not hitherto acknowledged Charles 
as king, nor would they allow the Cortes to be affembled in 
his name, but in that of the Juftiza, to whom during an in- 
terregnum, this privilege belonged*. The oppofition Charles 
had to ilruggle with in the Cortes of Aragon, was more vio- 
lent and obilinate than that which he had overcome in Ca- 
flile; after long delays, however, and with much difficulty, 
he perfuaded the members to confer on him the title of king, 
in conjunftion with his mother. At the fame time he 
bound himfelfby that folemn oath, which the Aragonefe 
exacted of their kings, never to violate any of their rights 
or liberties. When a donative was demanded, the mem- 
bers were ft ill more intractable; many months elapfed be- : 

fore they would agree to grant Charles two hundred thou- 
fand ducats, and that fum they appropriated fo llridtly for 
paying the debts of the crown, which had long been for- 
gotten, that a very fmall part of it came into the king’s hands. 
What had happened in Cailile taught them caution, and de- 
termined them rather to fatisfy the claims of their fellow- 
citizens, how obfolete foever, than to furniffi flrangers the 
means of enriching themfelves with the fpoils of their court- 

try J* 
During thefe proceedings of the Cortes, ambaffadors ar- 

rived at Saragoffa from Francis I. and the young king of 
Navarre, demanding the rellitution of that kingdom in 
terms of the treaty of Noyon. But neither Char les, nor 

f P. Mart. Ep. 619. Ferreras, viii. 460. 
» P. Mart. Ep. 605. } P. Mart. Ep. 61.5—634. 
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the Caftilian nobles whom he confulted on this occafion, 
difcovered any inclination to part with this acquifition. A 

i conference held foon after at Montpelier, in order to bring 
this matter to an amicable iffue, was altogether fruitlefs; 
while the French urged the injuitice of the ufurpation, the 
Spaniards were attentive only to its importance^. 

From Aragon Charles proceeded to Catalonia, where he 
wafted as much time, encountered more difficulties, and 
gained lefs money. The Flemings were now become fo o- 
dious in every province of Spain by their exactions, that the 
defire of mortifying them, and of difappointing their ava- 
rice, augmented the jealoufy with which a free people ufu« 
ally conducied their deliberations. 

The Callilians, who had felt moft fenfibly the weight 
and rigour of the oppreffive fchemes carried on by the Flem- 
ings, refolved no longer to fubmit with a tamenefs fatal to 
themfelves, and which rendered them the objedds of fcorn 
to their fellow fubjects in the other kingdoms, of which the 
Spaniffi monarchy was compofed. Segovia, Toledo, Se- 
ville, and feveral other cities of the firft rank, entered into a. 
confederacy for the defence of their rights and privileges; 
and notwithftanding the fiience of the nobility, who, on this 

ft occafion, difcovered neither the public fpirit, nor the refo- 
lution, which became their order, the confederates laid be- 
fore the king a full view of the ftate of the kingdom, and of 
the mal-adminiftration of his favourites The preferment of 
ftrangers, the exportation of the current coin, the increafe 
of taxes, were the grievances of which they chiefly com- 
plained; and of theie they demanded redrefs with that. 
Iboldnefs which is natural to a free people. Thefe remou- 

[ Trances, prefented at firft at Saragofla, and renewed after- 
wards at Barcelona, Charles treated with great negleft. 
The confederacy, however, of thefe cities, at this juncture* 
was the beginning of that famous union among the com- 
imons-of Caftile, which not long after threw the kingdom 

§ P. Martyr, Ep. 6oj, 633, 640, 
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into fuch violent convulfions as (hook the throne, and almoft 
overturned the conditution *. 

Soon after Charles’s arrival at Barcelona, he received the 
account of an event which, interefted him much more than 
the murmurs of the Caftilians, or the fcruples of the Cortes 
of Catalonia. This was the death of the emperor Maximi- 
lian [Jan. 12 J; an occurrence of fmall importance in itfelf, 
for he was a prince confpicuous neither for his virtues, nor 
his power, nor his abilities; but rendered by its confequences 
more memorable than any that had happened during feveral 
ages. It broke that profound and univerfal peace which 
then reigned in the Chriftian world; it excited a rivalfhip 
between two princes, which threw all Europe into agitation, 
and kindled wars more general, and of longer duration, than 
had hitherto been known in modern times. 

The revolutions occationed by the expedition of the 
French king, Charles VUL into Italy, had infpired the 
European princes with new ideas concerning the importance 
of the Imperial dignity. The claims of the empire upon 
fome of the Italian dates were numerous; its jurifdidlion . 
over others was extendve; and though the former had been 
almod abandoned, and the latter feldom exercifed, under 
princes of dender abilities and of little influence, it was ob- 
vious, that in the hands of an emperor poflefled of power or 
of genius, they might be employed as engines for dretching 
his dominion over the greater part of that country. Even 
Maximilian, feeble and undeady as his conduct always was, 
had availed himfelf of the infinite pretenfions of the empire, 
and had reaped advantage from every war and every negotia- 
tion n Italy during his reign. Thefe confiderations, added j 
to the dignity of the dation, confefiedly the firfl among 
Chridian princes, and to the rights inherent in the office, 
which, if exerted with vigour, were far from being inconfi. 
derable, rendered the Imperial crown more than ever as ob- 
ject of ambition. 

* P. Martyr, Ep. 630. Ferreras, viii. 46^. 
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Not long before his death, Maximilian had difcovered ereat 
folicitude to preferve this dignity in the Auftrian family, 
and to procure the king of Spain to be chofea his fucceffor. 
But he himfelf having never been crowned by the pope, a 
ceremony deemed effential in that age, was confidered only 
as emperor eleB. Though hiitorians have not attended to 
that diftinftion, neither the Italian nor German chancery be- 
llowed any other title upon him than that of king of the 
Romans; and no example occurring in hiftory of any perfon’s 
being chofen a fucceffor to a king of the Romans, the Ger- 
mans, always tenacious of their forms, and unwilling to con- 
fer upon Charles an office for wffiich their conftitution knew 
no name, obffinately refufed to gratify Maximilian in that 
point §. 

By his death, this difficulty was at once removed, and 
Charles openly afpired to that dignity which his grandfather 
had attempted, without fuccefs, to fecure for him. At the 
fame time, Francis 1. a powerful rival, entered the lifts a- 
gainft him; and the attention of all Europe was fixed upon 
this competition, no lefs illuftrious from the high rank of the 
candidates, than from the importance of the prize for which 

If they contended. Each of them urged his pretenfions with 
fanguine expeftations, and with no unpromifing profpedl of 

■I fuccefs. Charles confidered the Imperial crown as belong- 
ing to him of right, from its long continuance in the Au- 
ftnan line; he knew that none of the German princes pof- 
feffed power or influence enough to appear as his antagonift; 
he flattered himfelf, that no confideration would induce the 
natives of Germany to exalt any foreign prince to a dig- 
nity, which during fo many ages had been deemed peculiar 
to their own nation; and leaft of all, that they would con- 
fer this honour upon Francis I. the fovereign of a people 
whofe genius, and laws, and manners, differed fo widely from 

§ Guicciardini, lib. xiii. p. 15. Hift. Gener. d’AHemagne, par 
P. Barre, tom. viii. part. 1. p. 1087. P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. 
vu. e. 17. p. 179. lib. viii. c. ». p. 183. 
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thofe of the Germans, that it was hardly poffible to eftabh'/h 
any cordial union between them; he trufted not a little to 
the effett of Maximilian’s negotiations, which, though they 
did not attain their end, had prepared the minds of the 
Germans for his elevation to the Imperial throne; but what 
he relied on as a chief recommendation, was the fortunate 
lituation of his hereditary dominions in Germany, which 
ferved as a natural barrier to the empire againft the encroach- 
ments of the Turkiih power. The conquefts, the abilities, 
and the ambition of Sultan Selim II. had fpread over Eu- 
rope, at that time, a general and well-founded alarm. By 
his vi&ories over the Mamalukes, and the extirpation of 
that gallant body of men, he had not only added Egypt and 
Syria to his empire, but had fecured to it fuch a degree of 
internal tranquillity, that he was ready to turn againlt Chriit- 
endom the whole force of his arms, which nothing hitherto 
had been able to refill. The moll effectual expedient for 
flopping the progrefs of this torrent, feemed to be the elec- 
tion of an emperor, pofTeffed of extenfive territories in that 
country, where its firll imprelfion would be felt, and who, 
befides, could combat this formidable enemy with all the 
forces of a powerful monarchy, and with all the wealth fur- 
nifhed by the mines of the new world, or the commerce of 
the Low Countries. Thefe were the arguments by which 
Charles publicly fupported his claim; and to men of integri- 
ty and reflection, they appeared to be not only plaufible but 
convincing. He did not, however, trull the fuccefs of his 
caufe to thefe alone. Great fums of money -were remitted 
from Spain; all the refinements and artifice of negotiation 
wcie employed; and a coniiderable body of troops, kept on 
foot, at that time, by the Hates of the circle of Suabia, was 
fecretly taken into his pay. The venal were gained by pre- 
fents; the objections of the more fcrupulous were anfwered 
or eluded; fome feeble princes were threatened and over- 
awed^. 

§ Guice. lib. 13.159. Sk-idan, Hill, of the Reformat. 14. Stru- 
vii Corp. tbit. German, ii. 971. Not. ao. 
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On the other hand, Francis fupported his claim with e- 
qual eagernefs, and no lefs confidence of its being well 
founded. His emifTaries contended that it was now high 
time to convince the princes of the houfe of Aultria that 
the Imperial crown was ele&ive, and not hereditary; that 

)i other perfons might afpire to an honour which their arro- 
gance had accullomed them to regard as the property of 
their family; that it required a fovereign of mature judg- 

1 ment, and of approved abilities, to hold the reins of govern- 
ment in a country where fuch unknown opinions concerning 

i religion had been publifhed, as bad thrown the minds of men 
into an uncommon agitation, which threatened the moft vi- 

t olent effe&s; that a young prince, without experience, and 
who had hitherto given no fpecimens of his genius for com- 
mand, was no fit match for Selim, a monarch grown old in 
the art of war, and in the courfe of viflory; whereas a king 
who in his early youth had triumphed over the valour and 
difcipline of the Swifs, till then reckoned invincible, would 
be an antagonift not unworthy the conqueror of the Eaft; 
that the fire and impetuofity of the French cavalry, added 
to the difcipline and liability of the German infantry, would 
form an army fo irrefiftible, that, inftead of waiting the ap- 
proach of the Ottoman forces, it might carry hoftilities into 
the heart of their dominions; that the ele&ion of Charles 
would be inconfiftent with a fundamental conftitution, by 
which the perfon who bolds the crown of Naples is exclud- 
ed from afpiring to the Imperial dignity; that his elevation 
to that honour would foon kindle a war in Italy, on account 
of his pretenfions to the dutchy of Milan, the effects of 
which could not fail of reaching the empire, and might prove 
fatal to it (J. But while the French ambaffadors enlarged 
upon thefe and other topics of the fame kind, in all the 
courts of Germany, Francis, fenfible of the prejudices enter- 
tained againft him as a foreigner, unacquainted with the 

§ Guice. lib. 13. 160. Sleid. p. 16. Geor. Sabini de Eleifl. 
Car. V. Hiitoria apud Scardii Script. Her. German, vol. ii. p. 4. 
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German language or manners,endeavoured to overcome thefe, 
and to gain the favour of the princes by immenfe gifts, and 
by infinite promifes. As the expeditious method of tranf- 
mitting money, and the decent mode of conveying a bribe, 
by bills of exchange, were then little known, the French 
ambafl'adors travelled with a train of horfes loaded with trea- 
fure, an equipage not very honourable for that prince by 
whom they were employed, and infamous for thofe to whom 
they were fent£. 

7'he other European princes could not remain indifferent 
fpeftators of a conteft, the dcciiion of which fo nearly affedt- 
ed every one of them. Their common intereft ought na- 
turally to have formed a general combination, in order to 
dii’nppoint both competitors, and to prevent either of them 
from obtaining fuch a pre-eminence in power and dignity, as 
might prove dangerous to the liberties of Europe. But the 
ideas with refpedf to a proper diftribution and balance of 
power were fo lately introduced into the fyftem of European 
policy, that they were not hitherto objefts of fufficient at- 
tention. The paffions of feme princes, the want of forefight 
in others, and the fear of giving offence to the candidates, 
hindered fuch a falutary union of the powers of Europe, and 
rendered them either totally negligent of the public fafety, 
or kept them from exerting themfelves with vigour in its 
behalf. 

The Swifs Cantons, though they dreaded the elevation of 
either of the contending monarchs, and though they wifhed 
to have feen fome prince whofe dominions were lefs extenfive, 
and whofe power was more moderate, feated on the Imperial 
throne, were prompted, however, by their hatred of the 
French nation, to give an open preference to the pretenfions 
of Charles, while they ufed their utmoll influence to frultrate 
thofe of Francisf. 

The Venetians eafily difeerned, that it was the intereft 
of their republic to have both the rivals fet afide; but their 
J Mcmoires de Marech. de Fleuranges, p. 296. f Sabinus, p. 6. 
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jealoufy of the houfe of Auftn’a, vvhofe ambition and neigh- 
bourhood had been fatal to their grandeur, would not per- 
mit them to atl up to their own ideas, and led them hailily 
to give the fanction of their approbation to the claim of the 
French king. 

It was equally the intereft, and more in the power of Hen- 
ry VIII. of Eiigland, to prevent either Francis or Charles 
from acquiring a dignity which would raile them fo far a- 
bove other monarchs. But though Henry often boafled 
that he held the balance of Europe in his hand, he had nei- 
ther the fteady attention, the accurate difcernment, nor the 

| difpaffionate temper which that delicate function required. 
(J On this occafion, it mortified his vanity fo much, to think 

that he had not entered early into that noble competition 
which refletled fuch honour upon the two antagoniits, that 
he took a refolution of fending an ambaffador into Germa- 
ny, and of declaring himfelf a candidate for the Imperial 

ithrone. The ambaffador, though loaded with careffes by 
the German princes and the pope’s nuncio, informed his maf- 
ter, that he could hope for no fuecefs in a claim which he 

jihad been fo late in preferring. Henry, imputing his difap- 
jpointment to that circumftance alone, and foothed with this 

: Ifollentatious difplay of his own importance, feems to have 
Ijtaken no farther part in the matter, either by contributing 
fo thwart both his rivals, or to promote one of themf. 

Leo X. a pontiff no lefs renowned for his political abili- 
ies, than for his love of the arts, was the only prince of the 

age who obferved the motions of the two contending mo- 
narchs with a prudent attention, or who difeovered a proper 
foncitude for the public fafety. The Imperial and papal 
jurifdi£tion interfered in fo many inftances, the complaints of 

furpation were fo numerous on both fides, and the territo- 
ries of the church owed their fecurity fo little to their own 
force, and fo much to the weaknefs of the powers around 
them, that nothing was fo formidable to the court of Rome 

t Memoires de f leuranges, 314. Herbert, Ilifi. of Henry VIII. 
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as an emperor with extenfive dominions, or of enterprifing 
genius. Leo trembled at the profpetl of beholding the Im- 
perial crown placed on the head of the king of Spain and of 
Naples, and the mailer of the new world; nor was he lefs a- 
fraid of feeing a king of France, who was duke of Milan and 
lord of Genoa, exalted to that dignity. He foretold that 
the eledlion of either of them would be fatal to the indepen- 
dence of the holy fee, to the peace of Italy, and perhaps to 
the liberties of Europe. But to oppofe them with any prof- 
pe£l of fuccefs, required addrefs and caution in proportion 
to the greatnefs of their power, and their opportunities of 
taking revenge. Leo was defective in neither. He fecret- 
ly exhorted the German princes to place one of their own 
number on the Imperial throne, which many of them were 
capable of filling with honour. He put them in mind of 
the conftitution by which the kings of Naples were for ever 
excluded from that dignity^. He warmly exhorted the 
French king to perfift in his claim, not from any defire that 
he Ihould gain his end, but as he forefaw that the Germans 
would be more difpofed to favour the king of Spain, he hop- 
ed that Francis himfelf, when he difcovered his own chance 
of fuccefs to be defperate, would be ftimulated by refentment 
and the fpirit of rivallhip, to concur with all his intereft in 
railing fome third perfon to the head of the empire; or, on 
the other hand, if Francis Ihould make an unexpefted pro- 
grefs, he did not doubt but that Charles would be induced 
by fimilar motives to aft the fame part; and thus, by a pru- 
dent attention, the mutual jealoufy of the two rivals might 
be fo dexteroufly managed, as to dilappoint both. But tin’s 
fcheme, the only one which a prince in Leo’s fituation could 
adopt, though concerted with great wifdom, was executed 
with little difcretion. The French ambaffadors in Germa- 
ny fed their mailer with vain hopes; the pope’s nuncio, be- 
ing gained by them, altogether forgot the inllruftions which 
he had received; and Francis perfevered fo long and with. 

§ Goldalli Conftitutiones Imperiales. Francof. 1673. vol. i. 439. 
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fuch obftiuacy in urging his own pretenfions, as rendered all 
Leo’s meafures abortive*. 

Such were the hopes of the candidates, and the views of 
the different princes, when the diet was opened according to 
form'at Frankfort [June 17]. The right of chufing an 
emperor had long been veiled in feven great princes, diilin- 
guifhed by the name of eleftors, the origin of whole office, 
as well as the nature and extent of their powers, have already 
been explained. Thefe were at that time, Albert of Bran- 
denburgh, archbiiltop of Mentz; Herman count de Wied, 
archbiffiop of Cologne; Richard de Greiffenklau, archbiffiop 
of Triers; Lewis, king of Bohemia; Lewis, count palatine 
of the Rhine; Frederic, duke of Saxony; and Joachim I. 
marquis of Brandenburgh. Notwithftanding the artful ar- 
guments produced by the ambafladors of the two kings in 
favour of their refpeftive mailers, and in fpite of all their fo- 
licitatiohs, intrigues, and prefents, the eleftors did not for- 
get that maxim on which the liberty of the German confli- 
tution was thought to be founded. Among the members 
of the Germanic body, which is a great republic compofed 
of IJates almoft independent, the firll principle of patriotifni 
is to deprefs and limit the power of the emperor; and of 
this idea, fo natural under fuch a form of government, a 
German politician feldom lofes light. No prince of confi- 
derable power, or extenlive dominions, had for feme ages 
been railed to the Imperial throne. To this prudent pre- 
caution many of the great families in Germany owed the 
fplendour and independence which they had acquired during 
that period. To eledl either of the contending monarchs, 
would have been a grofs violation of that falutary maxim ; 
would have given to the empire a mailer inllead of an head; 
and would have reduced themfelves from the rank of being 
almoll his equals, to the condition of his fubjedls. 

b ull of thefe ideas, all the eledtors turned their eyes to- 
wards Frederic, duke of Saxony, a prince of fuch eminent 

* Gulcciar. lib. 13.161. 
F Vol. II. 
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virtue and abilities, as to be diftinguifhed by tbe name of 
the Sage, and with one voice they offered him the Imperial 
crown. He was not dazzled with that objeft, which mo- 
rarchs, fo far fuperior to him in power, courted with fuch 
eagernefs; and after deliberating upon the matter a fhort 
time, he rejected it with a magnanimity and difmtereftednefs 
no lefs fmgular than admirable. “ Nothing,” he obferved, 
“ could be more impolitic, than an obftinate adherence to a 
maxim which, though found and juft in many cafes, was not 
applicable to all. In times of tranquillity (faid he) we with 
for an emperor who has not power to invade our liberties; 
times of danger demand one who is able to fecure our fafety. 
The Turkifh armies, led by a gallant and victorious monarch, 
are now affembling. They are ready to pour in upon Ger- 
many with a violence unknown in former ages. New con- 
junftures call for new expedients. The Imperial fccptre 
muft be committed to fome hand more powerful than mine, 
or that of any other German prince. We poffefs neither 
dominions, nor revenues, nor authority, which enable us to . 
encounter fuch a formidable enemy. Recourfe muft be had, 
in this exigency, to one of the rival monarchs. Each of : 
them can bring into the field forces fufficient for our defence. | 
But as the king of Spain is of German extraftion; as he is 
a member and prince of the empire by the territories which 
defeend to him from his grandfather; as his dominions ftretch 
along that frontier which lies moft expofed to the enemy; 
his claim is preferable, in my opinion, to that of a ftranger 
to our language, to our blood, and to our country'; and 
therefore I give my vote to confer on him the Imperial 
crown.” 

This opinion, dictated by fuch uncommon generofity, and 
fupported by arguments fo plaufible, made a deep imprelfion 
on the eleClors. The king of Spain’s ambaffadors, fenhble 
of the important fervice which Frederic had done their maf- I 
ter, fent him a confiderable fum of money, as the firft token 
p,f [hat prince’s gratitude. But he who had greatnefs of 
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mind to refufe a crown, dlfdained to receive a bribe; and, 
upon their entreating that at lead; he would permit them to 
diftribute part of that fum among his attendants, he re- 
plied, That he could not prevent them from accepting what 
Ihould be offered, but whoever took a fmgle florin ftiould be 
difmiffed next morning from his fervice*. 

No prince in Germany could now afpire to a dignity, 
which Frederic had declined, for reafons applicable to them 
all. It remained to make a choice between the two great 
competitors. Bat befides the prejudice in Charles’s favour 
ariflng from his birth, as well as the fituation of his German 
dominions, he ow'ed not a little to the abilities of the cardi- 
nal de Gurk, and the zeal of Erard de la Mark, bilhop of 
Liege, two of his ambaffadors, who had conducted their ne- 
gotiations with more prudence and addrefs than thofe en- 
trufted by the French king. The former, w'ho had long 
been the minifter and favourite of Maximilian, was wadi ac- 
quainted with the art of managing the Germans; and the 
latter, having been difappointed of a cardinal’s hat by Fran- 

cis, employed all the malicious ingenuity with which the de- 
fire of revenge infpires an ambitious mind, in thwarting the 
meafures of that monarch. The Spanifh party among the 
ele&ors daily gained ground; and even the pope’s nuncio. 

* P. Daniel, an tiftorian of confiderable name, feems to call in 
: quell ion the truth of this account of Frederic’s behaviour in refuf- 

ing the Imperial crown, becaufe it is not mentioned by Georgius 
ISabinus in his Hillory of the Eledlion and Coronation of Charles 

V. tom. iii. p. 63. But no great ftrefs ought to be laid on an omil- 
fion in a fuperficial author, whofe treatife, though dignified with 
the name of Hiftory, contains only fuch an account of the ceremo- 
nial of Charles’s eleilion, as is ufually publilhed in Germany on 
like occafions. Scard. Rer. Germ. Script, v. ii. p. 1. The telti- 
mony of Erafmus, lib. 13. epilt. 4. and that of Sleidan, p. j8. are 
exprefs. Seckendorf, in his Commentarius Hiftoricus & Apologe- 

i ticus de Lutheranifmo, p. 121. has examined this faefi with his u- 
Ifual induftry, and has eftablilhed its truth by the moll undoubted 

evidence. I o thefe teftimonies which he has colledted, I may add 
the decifive one of cardinal Cajetan, the pope’s legate at Frank- 
fort, in his letter, July 3th, 1519. Epiftres au Princes, Ac. reeueil- 
Its par Rufcelli, traduidls par Belforelt. Par. 1574. p. 60. 
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being convinced that it was vain to make any farther oppo- 
fition, endeavoured to acquire fome merit with the future : 

emperor, by offering voluntarily, in the name of his mafter, 
a difpenfation to hold the Imperial crown in conjunction 
with that of Naples*. j 

On the twenty-eighth day of June, five months and ten 
days after the death of Maximilian, this important conteft, 
which had held all Europe in fufpence, was decided. Six 
of the eleCtors had already declared for the king of Spain; 
and the arehbifhop of Triers, the only firm adherent to the 
French intereft, having at laft joined his brethren, Charles 
was, by the unanimous voice of the electoral college, railed 
to the Imperial thronef. 

But though the eleCtors confented, from various motives, 
to promote Charles to that high ftation, they difcovered, at 
the fame time, great jealoufy of his extraordinary power, 
and endeavoured, with the utmofl folicitude, to provide a- 
gainft his encroaching on the privileges of the Germanic bo- 
dy. It had long been the cuftom to demand of every new 
emperor a confirmation of thefe privileges, and to require a 
promife that he would never violate them in any inftance. 
While princes, who were formidable neither from extent of 
territory, nor of genius, pofleffed the Imperial throne, a ge- 
neral and verbal engagement to this purpofe was deemed fuf- 
ficient. But under an emperor fo powerful as Charles, o- 
thcr precautions feemed neceffary. A Capitulation or claim 
of right was formed, in which the privileges and immunities 
of the eleCtors, of the princes of the empire, of the cities, 
and of every other member of the Germanic body, are enu- 
merated. This capitulation was immediately figned by 
Charles’s ambaffadors in the name of their mafler, and he 
himfelf, at his coronation, confirmed it in the mofl folemn 
manner. Since that period, the eleCtors have continued to 
preferibe the fame conditions to all his fucceffors; and the 

* Freheri Rer. German. Scriptores, vol. iii. 172. cur. Struvii 
Argent. 1717. Gianone Hift. ot Naples, 2. 49^' 

| jac. Aug. Thuan. Hilt, fui Temporis, edit. Bulkley, lib. x. c. 9. 
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capitulation or mutual contraft between the emperor and his 
fubjefts, is confidered in Germany as a ibrong barrier againit 
the progrefs of the Imperial power, and as the great charter 
of their liberties, to which they often appealf. 

The important intelligence of this-eledlion was conveyed 
in nine days from Frankfort to Barcelona, where Charles 
was Hill detained by the ohltinacy of the Catalonian Cortes, 
which had not hitherto brought to an iffiie any of the affairs 
which came before it. Fie received the account with the 
joy natural to a young and afpiring mind, on an acceflioa 
of power and dignity which raffed him fo far above the o- 
flier princes of Europe. Then it was that thofe vaft prof- 
pehis, which allured him during his whole adminiftration* 
began to open, and from this sera we may date the formation, 
and are able to trace the gradual progrefs, of a grand fyftem 
of enterprifmg ambition, which renders the hiilory of his 
reign fo worthy of attention. 

A trivial circumffance firft difcovered the effects of this 
great elevation, upon the mind of Charles. In all the public 
writs which he now iffued as king of Spain, he affumed the 
title of Majejly, and required it from his fubjects as a mark 
of their refpett. Before that time, all the monarchs of Eu- 
rope were fatisfied with the appellation of Highncfs or Grace; 
but the vanity of other courts foon led them to imitate the 
example of the Spanifli. The epithet of Majefty is no long- 
er a mark of pre-eminence. The moft inconfiderable mo- 
narchs in Europe enjoy it, and the arrogance of the greater 
potentates has invented no higher denomination^.. 

I heSpaniardswere farfrcm viewing the promotion of their 
king to the imperial throne with the fame fatisfadion. which 
he himfelf felt. To be deprived of the prefence of their 
fovereign, and to be fubjefted to the government of a vice- 
roy and his council, a fpecies of adminiffration often op- 

t PfefTel Abrege de 1’Hift. de Droit Publique d’Allemagne, 590^ 
Caphulat. Imper. Epiftres des Princes par Ruicelli, p. 6c- 

Ti-fi jini,anfi C°n.tin' Mar;P- I3- Ferreras, viii. 473, Memoirc* riu.. de la HoulTaie, tom. i. p. 53, &c. 
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preffive, and always difagreeable, were the immediate and 
neceffary confequences of this new dignity. To fee the 
blood of their countrymen fhed in quarrels wherein the na- 
tion had no concern; to behold its treafures wafted in fup- 
porting the fplcndour. of a foreign title; to be plunged in 
the chaos of Italian and German politics, were effects of this 
event almoft as unavoidable. From all thefe conftderations, 
they concluded, that nothing could have happened more 
pernicious to the Spanifh nation; and the fortitude and pu- 
blic fpirit of their anceftors, who, in the Cortes of Caftile, 
prohibited Alphonfo the Wife from leaving the kingdom, 
in order to receive the Imperial crown, vvere often mention, 
ed with the higheft praife, and pronounced to be extremely 
worthy of imitation at this juncture*. 

But Charles, without regarding the fentiments or mur- 
murs of the Spanifn fiibjecis, accepted of the Imperial dig- 
nity, which the count palatine, at the head of a folemn em- 
baffy, offered him in the name of the electors [November] ; ; 
•and declared his intention of fetting out foon for Germany 
in order to take pofl'eflion of it. This was the more necef- 
fary, becaufe, according to the forms of the German confti- 
tution, he could not, before the ceremony of a public coro- 
nation, exercife any a<ft of jurifdifUon or authority^. 

Their certain knowledge of this refolution augmented fo , 
much the difguft of the Spaniards, that a fallen and refrac- 
tory fpirit prevailed among perfons of all ranks. The pope- 
having granted the king the tenths of all eccleiiaftieal bene- 
fices in Caftile, to affift him in carrying on war with greater 
vigour againft the Turks, a convocation of the clergy una- 
ntmoufly refilled to levy that fum, upon pretence that it 
ought never to be exafted but at thofe times when Chrift- 
endom was actually invaded by the Infidels; and though 
Leo, in order to fupport his authority, laid the kingdom 
under an interdict, fo little regard was paid to a cenfure 

* Sandoval, i. p. 3a. Miniana, Contin. p. 14. 
§ Sabinas, P. Bane, viib ie8j> 
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which was uiiiverfally deemed unjuft, that Charles himfelf 
applied to have it taken off. Thus the Spanilh.clergy, be- 
lides their merit in oppofing the ufurpations of the pope, 
and difregarding the influence of the crown, gained the ex- 
emption which they had claimedji. 

The commotions which arofe in the kingdom of Valen- 
i cia, annexed to the crown of Aragon, were more formid- 

(j able, and produced more dangerous and lafting effects. A 
feditious monk having, by his fermons, excited the citizens 

: of Valencia, the capital city, to take arms, and to punilh 
s certain criminals in a tumultuary manner, the people, pleaf- 

; ed with this exercife of power, and with fuch a difcovery 
I ol their own importance, not only refufed to lay down their 

arms, but formed themfelves into troops and companies, that 
‘ they might be regularly trained to martial exercifes. To 

obtain fome fecurity againft the oppreffion of the grandees 
i was the motive of this affociation, and proved a powerful 
j bond of union; for as the ariftocratical privileges and in- 
I dependence were more complete in Valencia than in any o- 

ther of the Spanilh kingdoms, the nobles, being fcarcely ac« 
i] countable for their conduct to any fuperior, treated the peo- 
|i pie not only as vafl'als, but as flaves. They were alarmed, 

however, at the progrefs of this unexpedted infurredtion, as 
it might encourage the people to attempt (baking off the 

iyoke altogether; but as they could not reprefs them with- 
out taking arms, it became neceffary to have recourfe to the 
emperor, and to defire his permiffion to attack them. At the 
fame time the peojrle made choice of deputies to reprefent 
their grievances, and to implore the protedfion of their fo- 
vereign. Happily for the latter, they arrived at court 
when Charles was exafperated to a high degree againit the 
nobility. As he was eager to vifit Germany, where his 
prefence became every day more neceffary, and as his Fle- 
mifh courtiers were dill more impatient to return into their 
native country, that they might carry thither the fpoils 

§ P. Martyr, Ep. 46a. Ferreras, viii. 473. 
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which they had amaffed in Caftile, it was impoffible for him 
to hold the Cortes of Valencia in perfon. He had for that 
reafon empowered the cardinal^ Adrian to reprefent him in 
that affembly, and in his name to receive their oath of alle- 
giance, to confirm their privileges with the ufual foiemnities, 
and to demand of them a free gift. But the Valencian no- 
bles, who confidered this meafure as an indignity to their 
country, which was no lefs entitled, than his other king- 
doms, to the honour of their fovereign’s prefence, declared, 
that by the fundamental laws of the conllitution they could 
neither acknowledge as king a perfon who was abfent, nor 
grant him any fubfidy; and to this declaration they adhered 
with an haughty and inflexible obftinacy. Charles, piqued 
by their behaviour, decided in favour of the people, and 
raflily authorized them to continue in arms. The deputies 
returned in triumph, and were received by their fellow-citi- 
zens as the deliverers of their country. The infolence of 
the multitude increafing with their fuccefs, they expelled all, 
the nobles out of the city, committed the government to ma- j 
giftrates of their own election, and entered into an aflbci- 
ation diftinguilhed by the name of Germanada or Brother- 
hood, which proved the fource not only of the wildeT dif- 
orders, but of the moft fatal calamities in that kingdom*.. 

Meanwhile, the kingdom of Cailile was agitated with no 
lefs violence. No fooner was the emperor’s intention to 
leave Spain made known, than feveral cities of the firft 
rank refolved to remonftrate againft it, and to crave redrefs 
once more of thofe grievances which they had formerly laid 
before him. Charles artfully avoided admitting their depu- 
ties to audience; and as he faw from this circumftance how 
difficult it would be, at this jundlure, to reftrain the muti- 
nous fpirit of the greater cities, he fummoned the Cortes 
of Caftile to meet at Compoftella, a town in Galicia. ' His 
only reafon for calling that aflembly, was the hope of obtain- 
ing another donative; for as his treafury had been exhauft- 

* P. Martyr, Ep. 651. Ferreras, viii. 476, 485* 
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ed in the fame proportion that the riches of his minifters in- 
creafed, he could not, without fome additional aid, appear 
in Germany with fplendour fuited to the imperial dignity. 
To appoint a meeting of the Cortes in fo remote a province, 
and to demand a new fubiidy before the time for paying 
the former was expired, were innovations of a moll dange- 

irous tendency; and among a people not only jealous of 
their liberties, but accuftomed to fupply the wants of their 

• fovereigns with a very frugal hand, excited an univerfal a- 
Ilarm. The magillrates of Toledo remonitrated againft 

both thefe meafures in a very high tone; the inhabitants of 
Valladolid, who expedted that the Cortes firould have been 

I held in that city, were fo enraged, that they took arms in 
a tumultuary manner; and if Charles, with his foreign coun* 
fellors, had not fortipiately made their efcape during a vio- 
lent tempeft, they would have malfacred all the Flemings, 
and have prevented him from continuing his journey to- 
wards Compoftella. 

Every city through which he palfed, petitioned againft; 
holding a Cortes in Galicia, a point with regard to which 
Charles was inflexible. But though the utproft influence 
had been exerted by the minifters, in order to procure a 
choice of reprefentatives favourable to their defigns, fuch 
was the temper of the nation, that, at the opening of the 
affembly [April i,J there appeared among many of the 
members unufual fymptoms of ill-humour, which threatened 
a fierce oppofition to all the meafures of the court. No re- 
prefentatives were fent by Toledo; for the lot, according 
to which, by ancient cuftom, the eledfion was determined in 
that city, having fallen upon two perfons devoted to the 
Flemifti minifters, their fellow-citizens refufed to grant them 
a commiflion in the ufual form, and in their Head made 
choice of two deputies, whom they empowered to repair to 
Compoftella, and to proteft againft the lawfulnefs of the 
Cortes aflembled there. The reprefentatives of Salamanca 
refufed to take the uiual oath of fidelity, unlefs Charles con- 
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fented to cbange the place of meeting. Thofe of Toro, 
Madrid, Cordova, and feveral other places, declared the de- 
mand of another donative to be unprecedented, uncontti- 
tutional, and unneceflary. All the arts, however, which in- 
fluence popular aflemblies, bribes, promifes, threats, and e- 
ven force, were employed, in order to gain members. The 
nobles, foothed by the refpedtful affiduity with which Chiev- 
res and the other Flemings paid court to them, or mitigat- 
ed by a mean jealoufy of that fpirit of independence which 
they faw rifxng among the commons, openly favoured the 
pretenfions of the court, or at the utmoft did not oppofe 
them, and at laft, in contempt not only of the fentiments 
of the nation, but of the ancient forms of the conftitution, 
a majority voted to grant the donative for which the em- 
peror had applied*. Together with this grant, the Cortes 
laid before Charles a reprefentation of thofe grievances! 
whereof his people complained, and in their name craved re- 
drefs j but he, having obtained from them all he could ex- 
pe6f, paid no attention to this ill-timed petition, which it 
was no longer dangerous to difregardf. 

As nothing now retarded his embarkation, he difclofed 
his intention with regard to the regency of Caftile during 
his abfence, which he had hitherto kept fecret, and nomi- 
nated cardinal Adrian to that office. The viceroyalty of 
Aragon he conferred on Don John de Lanuza; that of Va- 
lencia on Don Diego de Mendoza Conde de Melito. The 
choice of the two latter was univerfally acceptable; but the- 
advancement of Adrian, though the only Fleming who had 
preferved any reputation among the Spaniards, animated 
the Caftilians with new hatred againft foreigners; and even 
the nobles, who had fo tamely fulfered other inroads upon 
the conftitution, felt the indignity offered to their own or- 
der by his promotion, and remonftrated againft it as illegal. 
13ut Charles’s delire of vifiting Germany, as well as the im- 

* P. Martyr, Ep. 663. Sandoval, p. 32, f.c. 
f Sandoval, 84. 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 1520.] 63 

; (patience of his minifters to leave Spain, were now fo much 
increafed, that without attending to the murmurs of the 

I Cadilians, or even taking time to provide any remedy againtt 
Ian infurreftion in Toledo, which at that time threatened, 
mid afterwards produced, molt formidable efiedts, he failed 
dfrom Corunna on the 22d of May; and by fetting out lo 
f abruptly in quell of a new crown, he endangered a more 
| important one of which he was already in polfeffionf. 

BOOK II. 

’Man y concurring circumflances not only called Charles’s 
i thoughts towards the affairs of Germany, but rendered his 
I prefence in that country neceffary. The electors grew im- 

patient of fo long an interregnum; his hereditary dominions 
1 were dillurbed by inteffine commotions; and the new opi- 

|| nions concerning religion made Inch rapid progrefs as re- 
quired the molt ferious confideration. But above all, the 

I motions of the French king drew his attention, and convinc- 
| ed him, that it was neceffary to take meafures for his own 
defence with no lefs fpeed than vigour. 

: When Charles and Francis entered the lifts as candidates 
1 for the Imperial dignity, they condudted their rivallhip with 
(many profeffions of regard for each other, and with repeated 

j declarations that they would not fuffer any tinfture of enmi- 
ty to mingle itfelf with this honourable emulation. “ We 

i both court the fame miltrefs,” faid Francis, with his ufual 
j vivacity; “ each ought to urge his fuit with all the addrefs 

of which he is mailer; the moll fortunate will prevail, and 
the other mull reft contented*.” But though two young 
and high-fpirited princes, and each of them animated with 
he hope of fuccefs, might be capable of forming fuch a ge- 

t P. Martyr, Ep. 670. Sandoval, 86. 
* Guiec. lib. 13. p. 139. 
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nerous refolution, it was foon found that they promifed up- 
on a moderation too refined and difintereiled for human na- 
ture. The preference given to Charles in the fight of all 
Europe mortified Francis extremely, and infpired him with 
all the paffions natural to difappointed ambition. To this 
was owing the perfonal jealoufy and rivalfhip which fubfilt- 
ed between the two monarchs during their whole reign; and 
the rancour of thefe, augmented by a real oppofition of in- 
tereft, which gave rife to many unavoidable caufes of difeord, 
involved them in almoft perpetual hoftilities. Charles had 
paid no regard to the principal article in the treaty of Noy- 
on, by refufing oftener than once to do juftice to John d’Al- 
bret, the excluded monarch of Navarre, whom Francis was 
bound in honour, and prompted by intereft, to reftore to his 
throne. The French king had preteniions to the crown of 
Naples, of which Ferdinand had deprived his predecefibrs 
by a moft unjuftifiable breach of faith. The emperor might 
reclaim the dutchy of Milan as a fief of the empire, which 
Francis had feized, and ftill kept in poffeffion, without hav- 
ing received inveftiture of it from the emperor. Charles 
confidered the dutchy of Burgundy as the patrimonial do- 
main of his anceftors, wrelted from them by the unjuft poli- 
cy of Louis XI. and obferved with the gveateft jealoufy the 
ftrict connexions which Francis had formed with the duke 
of Gueldres, the hereditary enemy of his family. 

When the fources of difeord were fo many and various, 
peace could be of no long continuance, even between princes 
the moft exemjrt from ambition or emulation. But as the 
fhock between two fuch mighty antagonifts could not fail 
of being extremely violent, they both difeovered no fmall 
folicitude about its confequences, and took time not only 
to colleX and to ponder their own ftrength, and to compare 
it with that of their adverfary, but to lecure the friendftu'p 
or affiftanee of the other European powers. 

The pope had equal reafon to dread the two rivals, and 
faw that he who prevailed, would become abfolute mafter. 
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If it had been in his power to engage them in hoftilities, 
without rendering Lombardy the theatre of war, nothing 
would have been more agreeable to him, than to fee them 
wafte each other’s ftrength in endlefs quarrels. But this 
was impoflible. Leo forefaw, that on the fivft rupture be- 
tween the two monarchs, the armies of France and Spain 
would take the field in the Milanefe; and while the fcene 
of their operations was fo near, and the fubjetl for which 
they contended fo interefting to him, he could not long re- 
main neuter. He was obliged, therefore, to adapt his plan 
of conduct to his political fituation. He courted and footh- 
ed the emperor and king of France with equal induftry and 
addrefs. Though warmly' folicited by each of them to e- 
fpoufe his caufe, he affumed all the appearances of entire 
impartiality', and attempted to conceal his real fentiments 
tinder that profound difiimulation which feems to have been 
affe&ed by moil of the Italian politicians in that age. 

The views and interells of the Venetians were not dif- 
ferent from thofe of the pope; nor were they lefs felicitous 
to prevent Italy from becoming the feat of war, and their 
own republic from being involved in the quarrel. But thro’ 
all Leo’s artifices, and notwithilanding his high pretenfions 
to a perfect neutrality, it was vifible that he leaned towards 
the emperor, from whom he had both more to fear and more 
to hope than from Francis; and it was equally manifeft, that 
if it became neceffary to take a fide, the Venetians would 
from motives of the fame nature, declare for the king of 
France. No confiderable afiiftance, however, was to be ex- 
pedled from the Italian Hates, who werejealous to an extreme 
degree of the Tranfalpine powers, and careful to preferve 
the balance even between them, unlefs when they were fe- 
•duced to violate this favourite maxim of their policy, by 
the certain profpeft of fome great advantage to themfelves. 

But the chief attention both of Charles and of Francis 
was employed in order to gain the king of England, from 
whom each of them expefted affiftance more efleftual, and 

Vol. II. G 



THE REIGN OE THE B. 2. 66 

afforded with lefs political caution. Henry VIII. had a- 
fcended the throne of that kingdom in the year 1509, with 
fuch circumftances of advantage as promifed a reign of di- 
flinguifhed felicity and fplendour. The union in his per- 
fon of the two contending titles of York and Lancaller; the 
alacrity and emulation with which both fa&ions obeyed his 
commands, not only enabled him to exert a degree of vigour 
and authority in his domeftic government which none of his 
predeceffors could have fafely affumed; but permitted him 
to take a fhare in the affairs of the continent, from which 
the attention of the Englifh had long been diverted by their 
tmhappy inteftine divifions. The great fums of money' 
which his father had amaffed, rendered him the moll wealthy 
prince in Europe. The peace which had fubfifled under 
the cautious adminiflration of that monarch, had been of 
fufficient length to recruit the population of the kingdom 
after the defolation of the civil wars, but not fo long as to 
enervate its fpirit; and the Englifh, afhamed of having ren- 
dered their own country fo long a feene of difeord and blood- 
fhed, were eager to difplay their valour in fome foreign war, 
and to revive the memory of the vidories gained on the con- 
tinent by their ancellors. Henry’s own temper perfedly 
fuited the hate of his kingdom, and the difpofition of his 
fubjeds. Ambitious, adive, enterprifmg, and accomplifh- 
ed in all the martial exercifes which in that age formed a 
chief part in the education of perfons of noble birth, and in. 
fpired them with an early love of war, he longed to engage 
in adion, and to fignalize the beginning of his reign by 
fome remarkable exploit. An opportunity foon prefented 
itfelf; and the vidory at Guinegate [ifis]- together with 
the fuccefsful fieges of Teroiienne and l ournay, though of 
little utility to England, refleded great luftre on its mo- 
narch, and confirmed the idea which foreign princes enter- 
tained of his power and confequence. So many concurring 
caufes, added to the happy fituation of his own dominions, 
which fecured them from foreign invafion; and to the lor- 
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tunate circumftance of his being in pofleffion of Calais, which 
ferved not only as a key to France, but opened an eafy paf- 
fage into the Netherlands, rendered the king of England 
the natural guardian of the liberties of Europe, and the ar- 
biter between the emperor and French monarch. Henry 
himfelf was fenfible of this lingular advantage, and convinc- 
ed, that, in order to prefervethe balance even, it was his of- 
fice to prevent either of the rivals from acquiring fuch fupe- 
riority of power as might be fatal to the other, or formida- 
ble to the reft of Chriftendom. But he was deftitute of the 
penetration, and ftill more of the temper, which fuch a deli- 
cate funftion required. Influenced by caprice, by vanity, 
by refentment, by affeftion, he was incapable of forming 
any regular and extenftve fyftcm of policy, or of adhering 
to it with fteadinefs. His meafures feldom refulted from 
attention to the general welfare, or from a deliberate regard 
to his own intereft, but were dictated by paflions which ren- 
dered him blind to both, and prevented his gaining that a- 
fcendant in the affairs of Europe, or from reaping fuch ad- 
vantages to himfelf, as a prince of greater art, though with 
inferior talents, might have eafily fecured. 

All the impolitic fteps in Henry’s adminiftration muft 
not, however, be imputed to defects in his own character; 
many of them were owing to the violent paffions and infa- 
tiable ambition of his prime minifter and favourite, cardinal 
Wolfey. This man, from one of the loweft ranks in life, 
had rifen to an height of power and dignity, to which no 
Enghlh fubject ever arrived; and governed the haughty, 
prefumptuous, and untraftable fpirit of Henry with abfolute 
authority. Great talents, and of very different kinds, fit- 
ted him for the two oppofite ftations of minifter, and of fa- 
vourite. His profound judgment, his unwearied induftry. 
Ins thorough acquaintance with the ftate of the kingdom, 
his extenfive knowledge of the views andinterefts of foreign 
courts, qualified him for that uncontrolled direftion of af- 
fairs with which he was entrufted. The elegance of his 
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manners, the gaiety of his converfation, his infinuating ad- 
drefs, his love of magnificence, and his proficiency in thofe 
parts of literature of which Henry was fond, gained him 
the affettion and confidence of the young monarch. Wol- 
fey was far from employing this vaft and almofi: royal pow- 
er, to promote either the true interefi: of the nation, or the 
real grandeur of his mailer. Rapacious at the fame time, 
and profufe, he was infatiable in defil ing wealth. Of bound- 
lefs ambition, he afpired after new honours with an eager- 
nefs unabated by his former fuccefs; and being rendered 
prefumptuous by his uncommon elevation, as well as by the 
aicendant which he had gained over a prince, who fcarcely 
brooked advice from any other perfon, he difcovered in his 
whole demeanour the moil overbearing haughtinefs and 
pride. To thefe paffions he himfelf facrificed every confi- 
dcration; and whoever endeavoured to obtain his favour, or 
that of his mailer, found it ncceifary to foothe and to gratify 
them. 

As all the Rates of Europe fought Henry’s friendihip at 
that time, all courted his miniiler, with incredible attention 
and obfequioufnefs, and drove by prefents, by promifes, or 
by flattery, to work upon his avarice, his ambition, or his 
pride*. Francis had, in the year 1518, employed Bonni- 
vet, admiral of France, one of his moil accompliihed and 
artful courtiers, to gain this haughty prelate. He himfelf 
beilowed on him every mark of refpeft and confidence. 
He confulted him with regard to his mod important affairs, 
and received his refponfes with implicit deference. By thefe 
arts, together with the grant of a large penfion, Francis 
attached the cardinal to his intereft, who perfuaded his maf- 
ter to furrender Tournay to France, to conclude a treaty of 
marriage between his daughter the princefs Mary and the 
dauphin, and to confent to a perfonal interview with the 
French kingf. From that time, the mod familiar inter- 

* Fiddes’s Life of Wolfey, 166. Rymer’s Feeders, xiii. 718. 
Herbert’s Hid. of Henry VIII. 30. Rymer, xiii. 614* 
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courfe fubfifted between the two courts; Francis, fenhblc 
of the great value of Wo 1 fey’s friendfhip, laboured to fecure 
the continuance of it by every poffible expreffion of regard* 
bellowing on him, in all his letters, the honourable appella- 
tions of Father, Tutor, and Governor. 

Charles obferved the progrefs of this union with the ut- 
moll jealoufy and concern. His near affinity to the king of 
England gave him fome title to his friendfhip; and foon af- 
ter his acceffion to the throne of Callile, he attempted to in- 
gratiate himfelf vyith Wolfey, by fettling on him a penfior* 
of three thoufand livres. His chief folicitudc at prefen t 
was to prevent the intended interview with Francis, the ef- 
fects of which upon two young princes, whole hearts were 
no lefs fufceptible of friendlhip, than their manners were 
capable of infpiring it, he extremely dreaded. . But after 
many delays, occalioned by difficulties with refpeCt to the 
ceremonial, and by the anxious precautions of both courts 
for the fafety of their refpeftive fovereigns, the time and 
place of meeting were at laft fixed. Meffengers had been 
fent to different courts, inviting all comers, who were gen- 
tlemen, to enter the lilts at tilt and tournament, againlt the 
two monarchs and their knights. Both Francis and Henry 
loved the fplendour of thefe fpectaclcs too well, and were 
too much delighted with the graceful figure which they 
made on fueh occafions, to forego the pleafure or glory 
which they expected from fuch a lingular and brilliant af- 
fembly. Nor was the cardinal lefs fond of difplaying his 
own magnificence in the prefence of two courts, and of dif- 
covering to the two nations the extent of his influence o~ 
ver both their monarchs. Charles, finding it impoffible to 
prevent the interview, endeavoured to difappoint its effects, 
and to pre-occupy the favour of the Englilh monarch and 
his minilter by an adt of complaifance itiil more flattering 
and more uncommon, Having failed from Corunna, as has 
already been related, he fleered his courfe direftly towards 
England, and relying wholly on Henry’s generality for hi3. 
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own fafety, landed at Dover [May 26th3. This unex* 
peAed vifit furprifed the nation. Wolfey, however, was 
well acquainted with the emperor’s intention. A negotia- 
tion, unknown to the hillorians of that age, had been car- 
ried on between him and the court of Spain; this vifit had 
been concerted; and Charles granted the cardinal, whom 
he calls his mojl dear friend, an additional penllon of feven 
thoufand ducats*. Henry, who was then at Canterbury, 
in his wav to France, immediately difpatched Wolfey to 
Dover, in order to welcome the emperor; and being highly 
pleafed with an event fo foothing to his vanity, haftened to 
receive, with fuitable refpeft, a gueft who had placed in 
him fiich unbounded confidence. Charles, to whom time 
was precious, {laid only four days in England; but dur- 
ing that fliort fpace he had the addrefs, not only to give 
Henry favourable impreffions of his chara&er and intentions, 
but to detach Wolfey entirely from the intereft of the 
French king. All the grandeur, the wealth, and the pow- 
er, which the cardinal po{fe{red, did not fatisfy his ambi- 
tious mind, while there was one ftep higher to which an ec- 
clefiaflic could afeend. The papal dignity had for fome 
time been the object of his wifhes, and Francis, as the moll 
effe&ual method of fecuring his friendftiip, had promifed to 
favour his pretenfions, on the firft vacancy, with all his 
intereft. But as the emperor’s influence in the college of 
cardinals was greatly fuperior to that of the French king, 
Wolfey grafped eagerly at the offer which that artful prince 
had made him, of exerting it vigoroufly in his behalf; and 

■allured by this profpect, which, under the pontificate of 
Leo, ft ill in the prime of his life, was a very diilant one, he 
entered with warmth into all the emperor’s fchemes. No 
treaty, however, was concluded at that time between the 
two monarchs; but Flenry, in return for the honour which 
Charles had done him, promifed to vifit him in fome place 

Rymer, xlii. 71^. 
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of the Low-Countries, immediately after taking leave of the 
French king. 

His interview with that prince was in an open plain be- 
tween Guifnes and Andres [June 7th,J where the two 
kings and their attendants difplayed their magnificence with 
fuch emulation, and profufe expence, as procured it the 
name of the Field of the Cloth of Gold. Feats of chivalry, 
parties of gallantry, together with fuch exercifes and paf- 
times as were in that age reckoned manly or elegant rather 
than ferious bufinefs, occupied both courts during eighteen 
days that they continued togetherf. Whatever impreffion 
the engaging manners of Francis, or the liberal and unfufpici- 
ous confidence with which he treated Henry, made on the 
mind of that monarch, was foon effaced by Wolfey’s artifi- 
ces, or by an interview he had with the emperor at Grave- 
lines [July 10;] which was condufted with lefs pomp than 
that near Guifnes, but with greater attention to what might 
be of political utility. 

This affiduity, with which the two greateft monarchs in 
Europe paid court to Henry, appeared to him a plain ac- 
knowledgment that he held the balance in his hands, and 
convinced him of the juftnefs of the motto which he had 

f The French and Englifh hiflorians defcribe the pomp of this 
interview, and the various fpedtacles, with great minutenefs. One 
circumflance memioned by the marechal de Fleuranges, who was 
prefent, and which muft appear Angular in the prefent age, is 
commonly omitted. “ After the tournament,” fays he, “ the 
French and Englifh wreftlers made their appearance, and wreft- 
Jed in prefence of the kings, and the ladies; and as there were 
many Hour wreftlers there, it afforded excellent paltime; but as 
the king of France had negleifted to bring any wreftlers out of 
Bretagne, the Englilh gained the prize.—After this, the kings of 
France and England retired to a tent, where they drank together, 
and the king of England, feizing the king of France by the collar, 
faid, “ Aty brother^ I mujl ■wrejile ivitbyou f and endeavoured once 
or twice to trip up his heels ; but the king of France, who is a 
dextrous wreftler, twilled him round, and threw him on the earth 
with a prodigious violence. The king of England wanted to re- 
new the combat, but was prevented.” Memoires de Fieuraiiges, 
ia°- Paris, 1753, p. 329. 
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chofen, “ That whoever he favoured would prevail.” In 
this opinion he was confirmed by an offer which Charles 
made, of fubmitting any difference that might arife between 
him and Francis to his foie arbitration. Nothing could 
have the appearance of greater candour and moderation, 
than the choice of a judge who was reckoned the common 
friend of both. But as the emperor had now attached 
Wolfey entirely to his intereft, no propofal could be more 
infidious, nor, as appeared by the fequel, more fatal to the 
French king j-. 

Charles, notvvithftanding his partial fondnefs for the Ne- 
therlands, the place of his nativity, made no long ftay 
there; and after receiving the homage and congratulations 
of his countrymen, haftened to Aix-la-Chapelle, the place 
appointed by the golden bull for the coronation of the em- 
peror. There, in prefence of an aflembly more numerous 
and fplendidthan had appeared on any former occafibn, the 
crown of Charlemagne was placed on his head [Oct. 23J, 
with all the pompous folemnity which the Germans affect 
in their public ceremonies, and which they deem effential to 
the dignity of their empire*. 

Almolt at the fame time, Solyman the Magnificent, one 
of the moil accompliihed, enterprifing, and vittorious of 
the Turkifh fultans, a conftant and formidable rival to the 
emperor, afeended the Ottoman throne. It was the pecu- 
liar glory of that period to produce the moft illuftrious mon- 
archs, who have at any one time appeared in Europe. Leo, 
Charles, Francis, Henry, and Solyman, were each of them 
poffeffed of talents which might have rendered any age, 
wherein they happened to flourifh, confpicuous. But fuch 
a conftellation of great princes fhed uncommon luftre on the 
fixteenth century. In every conteft, great power as well as 
great abilities were fet in oppofition; the efforts of valour 

f Herbert, 37. 
* Hartman. Mauri Relatio Coronal. Car. V. ap. Goldaft. Folit» 

Imperial. Franc. 1614, f'ol.p. 264. 
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and cohduft on one fide, counterbalanced by an equal exer- 
tion of the fame qualities on the other, not only occafioned 
fuch a variety of events as renders the hiftory of that period 
interefling, but ferved to check the exorbitant progrefs of 
any of thofe princes, and to prevent their attaining fuch 
pre-eminence in power as would have been fatal to the li- 
berty and happinefs of mankind. 

The firft a£t of the emperor’s adminiftration was to ap- 
point a diet of the empire to be held at Worms on the fix- 
teenth of January, one thoufand five hundred and twenty- 
one. In his circular letters to the different princes he in- 
formed them, that he had called this affembly in order to 
concert with them the moft proper meafures for checking 
the progrefs of thofe new and dangerous opinions, which 
threatened to difturb the peace of Germany, and to over- 
turn the religion of their anceftors. 

Charles had in view the opinions which had been propa- 
gated by Luther and his difciples fince the year one thou- 
fand five hundred and feventeen. As thefe led to that hap- 
py reformation in religion which refcued one part of Europe 
from the papal yoke, mitigated its rigour in the other, and 
produced a revolution in the fentiments of mankind, the 
greateft, as well as the moft beneficial, that has happened 
fince the publication of Chriftianity, not only the events 
which at firft gave birth to fuch opinions, but the caufes 
which rendered their progrefs fo rapid and fuccefsful, de- 
ferve to be confidered with minute attention. 

To overturn a fyftem of religious belief, founded on an- 
cient and deep-rooted prejudices, fupported by power, and 
defended with no lefs art than induftry; to eftablifh in its 
room do&rines of the moft contrary genius and tendency; 
and to accomplifh all this, not by external violence or the 
force of arms; are operations which hiftorians, the leaft 
prone to credulity and fuperftition, afcribe to that Divine 
Providence which, with infinite eafe, can bring about events 
which to human fagacity appear impofiible. The interpo- 



THE REIGN OF THE 7+ B. 2# 

fition of Heaven, in favour of the Chriftian religion at its 
firit publication, was manifefted by miracles and prophecies 
wrought and uttered in continuation of it. Though none 
of the reformers pofiefTed, or pretended to poflefs, thefe fu- 
pernatural gifts, yet that wonderful preparation of circum- 
flances which difpofed the minds of men for receiving their 
dodfrines, that fingular combination of caufes which fecured 
their fuccefs, and enabled men, deflitute of power and of po- 
licy, to triumph over thofe who employed againft them ex- 
traordinary efforts of both, may be confidered as no flight 
proof, that the fame hand which planted the Chriftian reli- 
gion, protected the reformed faith, and reared it, from be- 
ginnings extremely feeble, to an amazing degree of vigour 
and maturity. 

It was from caufes, feemingly fortuitous, and from a 
fource very inconfiderable, that all the mighty effedts of the 
reformation flowed. Leo X. when raffed to the papal 
throne, found the revenues of the church exhaufted by the 
vaft projedts of his two ambitious predeceffors, Alexander 
VI. and Julius II. His own temper, naturally liberal and 
enterprifmg, rendered him incapable of that fevere and pa- 
tient economy which the fituation of his finances required. 
On the contrary, his fchemes for aggrandizing the family 
of Medici, his love of fplendour, his tafte for pleafure, and 
his magnificence in rewarding men of genius, involved him 
daily in new expences; in order to provide a fund for which, 
he tried every device that the fertile invention of priefts had 
fallen upon, to drain the credulous multitude of their 
wealth. Among others he had recourfe to a fale of Indul- 
gences. According to the dodtrine of the Romifh church, 
all the good works of the faints, over and above thofe which 
were neceffary towards their own juilification, are depolited, 
together with the infinite merits of Jefus Chrift, in one in- 
exhauflible treafury. The keys of this were committed to St. 
Peter, and to his fucceffors the popes, who may open it 
at pleafure, and by transferring a portion of this fupera- 
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bimdant merit to any particular perfon, for a futn of money, 
may convey to him either the pardon of his own fins, or a 
releafe for any one, in whofe happinefs he is interelled, from 
the pains of purgatory. Such indulgences were firll in- 
vented in the eleventh century by Urban II. as a recom- 
pence for thofe who went in perfon upon the meritorious 
enterprife of conquering the Holy Hand. They were after- 
wards granted to thofe who hired a foldier for that purpofe; 
and in procefs of time were beftowed on fuch as gave mo- 
ney for accomplifliing any pious work enjoined by the 

1 pope*. Julius II. had bellowed indulgences on all who 
contributed towards building the church of St. Peter at 

1 Rome; and as Leo was carrying on that magnificent and 
1 extenfive fabric, his grant was founded on the fame pre- 

tence f. 
The right of promulgating thefe Indulgences in Germa- 

ny, together with a iliare in the profits arifing from the fale 
of them, was granted to Albert, eledtor of Metz and arch- 
bifhop of Magdeburg, who, as his chief agent for retailing 
them in Saxony, employed Tetzel, a Dominican friar of li- 
centious morals, but of an adlive fpirit, and remarkable for 
his noify and popular eloquence. He, alfilled by the monks 
of his order, executed the commiffion with great zeal and 
fuccefs, but with little difcretion or decency; and though by 
magnifying exceffively the benefit of their indulgences^, 

* Hiltory of the Council of Trent, by F. Paul, p. 4. 
+ Palavic. Hift. Cone. Trident, p. 4. 
§ As the form of thefe indulgences, and the benefits which 

they were fuppofed to convey, are unknown in proteftant coun- 
tries, and little underftood, at prefent, in feveral places where the 
Roman catholic religion is eltabliihed, I have, for the information 
of my readers, tranflated the form of abfolution ufed by Tetzel: 
“ May our Lord Jefus Chrift have mercy upon thee, and abfolve 
thee by the merits of his moft holy paffion. And I by his autho- 
rity, that of his blefied apoftles Peter and Paul, and of the moft 
holy pope, granted and committed to me in thefe parts, do abfolve 
thee, nrft from all ecclefiaftical cenfures, in whatever manner 
they have been incurred, and then from all thy fins, tranfgreffions 
and excefl'es, how enormous foever they may be, even from fuch 
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and by dlfpofing of them at a very low price, they carried 
on for fome time an extenfive and lucrative traffic among 
the credulous and the ignorant; the extravagance of their 
affertions, as well as the irregularities in their conduft, came 
at lad to give general offence. The princes and nobles 
were irritated at feeing their vaffals drained of fo much 
wealth, in order to replenifh the treafury of a profufe pon- 
tiff. Men of piety regretted the delufion of the people, 
who being taught to rely, for the pardon of their fins, on 
the indulgences w’hich they purchafed, did not think it in- 
cumbent on them either to ftudy the doffrines taught by 

as are referved for the cognizance of the holy fee, and as far as 
the keys of the holy church extend, I remit to you all punifhment 
w hich you deferve in purgatory on their account, and I reflore you 
to the holy facraments of the church, to the unity of the faithful, 
and to that innocence and purity which you poflefled at baptifm, 
i'o that when you die, the gates of punifhment lhall be fhut, and 
the gates of the paradife of delight lhall be opened, and if you lhall 
not die at prefent, this grace lhall remain in full force when you 
are at the point of death. In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghofl.” Seckend. Comment, lib. i. p. 14. 

The terms in which Tetzel and his aflbciates defcribed the be- 
nefits of indulgences, and the neceffity of purchafmg them, are fo 
extravagant, that they appear to be almoft incredible, ff any man 
(faid they) purchafes letters of indulgence, his foul may reft fe- 
cure w'ith refpedl to its falvation. The fouls confined in purgato- 
ry, for whole redemption indulgences are purchafed, as foon as the 
money tinkles in the cheft, inftantty cfcape from that place of tor- 
ment, and afcend into heaven. That the efficacy of indulgences 
was fo great, that the molt heinous fins, even if one Ihould violate 
(which was impoffible) the Mother of God, w'ould be remitted and 
expiated by them, and the perfon be freed both from punilhment 
and guilt. That this w^as the unfpeakable gift of God, in order 
to reconcile men to himfelf. That the crofs eredted by the preach- 
ers of indulgences, was as efficacious as the crofs of Chriit itfelf. 
Lo! the heavens are open; if you enter not now, when will you 
enter? For twelve pence you may redeem the foul of your father 
out of purgatory; and are you fo ungrateful, that you w ill not ref- 
cue your parent from torment? If you had but one coat, you ought 
to ft rip yourfelf inftantly, and fell it, in order to purchafe fuch be- 
nefits, &c. Thefe, and many fuch extravagant expreffions, are 
feledled out of Luther’s works byChemnitius in his Examen Con- 
cilii Tridentini, apud Herm. Yonder Hardt. Hilt. Liter. Reform, 
pars iv. p. 6. The fame author has publilhed feveral of Tetzel’s 
difcourfes, which prove that thefe expreffions were neither lingu- 
lar nor exaggerated. Ibid. p. 14. 
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genuine Chriftianity, or to praftife the duties which it en- 
joins. Even the moil unthinking were (hocked at the fcan- 
dalous behaviour of Tetzel and his affociates, who often 
fquandered in drunkennefs, gaming, and low debauchery, 
thofe fums which were pioufly bellowed, in hopes of obtain- 
ing eternal happinefs; and all began to with that feme check 
were given to this commerce, no lefs detrimental to fociety 
than deflrudtive to religion. 

Such was the favourable jundlure, and fo difpofed were 
the minds of his countrymen to liften to his difeourfes, when 
Martin Luther firtt began to call in queftion the efficacy of 
indulgences, and to declaim againll the vicious lives and 
falfe dodlrines of the perfons employed in promulgating 
them. Luther was a native of Eifleben in Saxony, and 
though born of poor parents, had received a learned educa- 
tion, during the progrefs of which he gave many indications 
of uncommon vigour and acutenefs of genius. His mind 
was naturally fufceptible of ferious fentiments, and tindlured 
with fomewhat of that religious melancholy which delights 
in the folitude and devotion of a monadic life. The death 
of a companion killed by lightning at his fide, in a violent 
thunder-dorm, made fuch an impreffion on his mind, as co- 
operated with his natural temper, in inducing him to retire 
into a convent of Augudinian friars, w'here, without fuffer- 
ing the intreaties of his parents to divert him from what he 
thought his duty to God, he aflumed the habit of that or- 
der. He foon acquired great reputation, not only for pi^ty, 
but for his love of knowledge, and his unwearied application 
to dudy. He had been taught the fcholadic philofophy 
and theology which were then in vogue, by very able mat- 
ters, and wanted not penetration to comprehend all the nice- 
ties and didindtions with w'hich they abound; but his un- 
derdanding, naturally found, and fuperiorto every thing fri- 
volous, foon became difguded with thofe fubtile and unin- 
drudlive fciences, and fought for fome more folid founda- 
tion of knowledge and of piety in the holy feripturei. 

Vol. II. H 
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Having found a copy of the Bible, which lay negledfed in 
the library of his monaftery, he abandoned all other purfuits, 
and devoted himfelf to the fttidy of it, with fuch eagernefs 
and affiduity, as aftonifhed the monks, who were little ac- 
cullomed to derive their theological notions from that fource. 
The great progrefs which he made in this uncommon courfc 
of ftudy, augmented fo much the fame both of his fa net it y 
and of his learning, that Frederic, eleflor of Saxony, having 
founded an univerfity at Wittembergon the Elbe, the place 
of his refidctlce, Luther was chofcn hi ll; to teach philofophy, 
and afterwards theology there; and difeharged both offices 
in fuch a manner, that he was deemed the chief ornament of 
that fociety. 

While Luther Was at the height of his reputation and 
authority, Tetf.el began to publilh indulgences in the neigh- 
bourhood of Wittemberg, and to aferibe to them the fame 
imaginary virtues which had, in other places, impofed on 
the credulity of the people. As Saxony was not more en- 
lightened than the other provinces of Germany, Tetzel met 
with prodigious fuccefs there. It was with the utmoft con- 
cern that Luther beheld the artifices of thofe who fold, and 
the fimplicity of thofe who bought indulgences. The opi- 
nions of Thomas Aquinas and the other fchoolmen, on which 
the dodfrine of indulgences w'as founded, had already loll; 
much of their authority with him; and the Scriptures, 
which he began -to confider as the great ftandard of theolo- 
gical truth, afforded no countenance to a pra&ice, equally 
iubverfive of faith and of morals. His warm and impetu- 
ous temper did not fuffer him long to conceal fuch import- 
ant difeoveries, or to continue a lilent fpedlator of the deltl- 
lion of his countrymen. From the pulpit, in the great 
church at Wittemberg, be inveighed bitterly againft the ir- 
regularities and vices of the monks who publilhed indul- 
gences; he ventured to examine the do&rines which they 
taught, and pointed cut to the people the danger of relying 
XeT frdvation upon.any other means than thoie appointed oy 
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God in In's word. The boldnefs and novelty of thefe opi- 
nions drew great attention, and being recommended by the 
authority of Luther’s perfonal charafter, and delivered with 
a popular and perfuafive eloquence, they made a deep im- 
preffion on his hearers. Encouraged by the favourable re- 
ception of his doftrines among the people, he wrote to Al- 
bert, elector of Mentz and archbiihop of Magdeburg, to 
whofe j urifdiction that part of Saxony was fubjeft, and re- 
monftrated warmly againil the falfe opinions, as well as wick- 
ed lives, of the preachers of indulgences; but he found that 
prelate too deeply intereiled in their fuccefs to corroft their 
abufes. His next attempt was to gain the fuffrage of men 

. of learning. For this purpofe he publiihed ninety-five the- 
! fes, containing his fentiments with regard to indulgences. 

Thefe he propofed, not as points fully eftablifhed, or of un- 
doubted certainty, but as fubje&s of inquiry and difputation; 
he appointed a day, on which the learned were invited to 

I impugn them, either in perfon or by writing; to the whole 
he fubjoined folemn protellations of his high refpedt for the 
apoflolic fee, and of his implicit fubmiffion to its authority. 
No opponent appeared at the time prefixed; the thefes fpread 
over Germany with afloniihing rapidity; they were read 
with the greatefl eagernefs; and all admired the boldnefs of 
the man, who had ventured not only to call in queflion the 
plenitude of papal power, but to attack the Dominicans, 
armed with all the terrors of inquifitorial authority f. 

The friars of St. Auguftine, Luther’s own order, though 
addicted with no lefs obfequioufnefs than the other monadic 
fraternities to the papal fee, gave no check to the publica- 
tion of thefe uncommon opinions. Luther had, by his pie- 
ty and learning, acquired extraordinary authority among his 
brethren; he profeffed the higheft regard for the authority 
of the pope; his profeffions were at that time fincere; and 

t Lutheri Opera, Jcnae, 1612, vol. i. praefat. p. a. 66. Hid, 
Council of Trent by h. Paul, p. 4. Seckend. Com. Apol. p, 
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as a fecret enmity, excited by intereft or emulation, fubfifts 
among all the monadic orders in the Romifh church, the 
Auguftinians were highly pleafed with his invedh’ves againlt 
the Dominicans, and hoped to fee them expofed to the ha- 
tred and fcorn of the people. Nor was his fovereign, the 
ele&or of Saxony, the wifeft prince at that time in Germa- 
ny, diffatisfied with this obftruftion which Luther threw in 
the way of the publication of indulgences. He fecretly 
encouraged the attempt, and flattered himfelf that this dif- 
pute among the ecclefiaftics themfelves, might give feme 
check to the exactions of the court of Rome, which the fe- 
cular princes had long, though without fuccefs, been endea- 
vouring to oppofe. 

Many zealous champions immediately arofe to defend o- 
pinions on which the wealth and power of the church were 
founded, againll Luther’s attacks. In oppofition to his 
thefes, Tetzel publiflied counter-thefes at Francfort on the 
Oder; Eccius, a celebrated divine of Augfburg, endeavour- 
ed to refute Luther’s notions; and Prierias, a Dominican 
friar, mafter of the facred palace and Inquifitor-geneval, 
wrote againft him with all the virulence of a fcholaftic dif- 
putant. But the mrunner in which they condu&ed the con- 
troverfy did little fervice to their caufe. Luther attempted 
to combat indulgences by arguments founded in reafon, or 
derived from feripture; they produced nothing in fupport 
of them, but the fentiments of fchoolmen, the conclufions 
of the canon law, and the decrees of popesf. The decifion 
of judges fo partial and interefled, did not fatisfy the people, 
who began to call in queftion the authority even of thefe 
venerable guides, when they found them handing in direct 
oppofition to the dictates of reafon, and the determinations 
of the divine laws J . * 

t F. Paul, p. 6. Seckend. p. 4®* Palavic. p. 8. 
§ Seckend. p. 30. v c n. 
* Guicciardini has afTerted two things with regard to the tint 

promulgation of indulgences: 1. That Leo bellowed a gift of the 
profits arifiug from the faie of indulgences in Saxony, anu the au- 
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Meanwhile, thefe novelties in Luther’s do&rines which 
interefted all Germany, excited little attention and no alarm 
in the court of Rome. Leo, fond of elegant aod refined 
pleafures, intent upon great fchemes of policy, a ftranger to 
theological controverfies, and apt to defpife them, regarded 
with the utmoft indifference the operations of an obfcure 
friar, who, in the heart of Germany, carried on a fcholaftic 
difputation in a barbarous ftyle. Little did he apprehend, 
or Luther himfelf dream, that the effefts of this quarrel 
would be fo fatal to the papal fee. Leo imputed the whole 
to monaftic enmity and emulation, and feemed inclined'not 
to interpofe in the conteft, but to allow the Auguftinians 
and Dominicans to wrangle about the matter with their u- 
iual animofity. 

jacent provinces of Germany, upon his filler Magdalen, the wife 
of Franeefcetto Cibo, Guic. lib. 13, 168.—a. That Arcemboldo, 
a Genoefe ecclefiaftic, who had been bred a merchant, and Hill re- 
tained all the activity anti addrefs of that profeffion, was appoint- 
ed by her to colledt the money which (hould be raifed. F. Paul 
has followed him in both thefe particulars, and adds, that the Au- 
gultinians in Saxony had been immemorially employed in preach- 
ing indulgences; but that Arcemboldo and his deputies, hoping 
to gain more by committing this trull to the Dominicans, had 
made their bargain with Tetzel, and that Luther was prompted 
at firft to oppofe Tetzel anti his alfociates, by a defire of taking 
revenge for this injury offered to his order. F. Paul, p. 5. Al- 
moll all hiftorians fince their time, popilh as well as protellant, 
have, without examination, admitted thefe affertions to be true 
upon their authority. But notwithllanding the concurring telli- 
mony of two authors, fo eminent both for exadlnefs and veracity 
we may obferve, 

x. That Felix Contolori, who fearched the pontifical archives 
of purpofe, could not find this pretended grant to Leo’s filler in 
any of thofe regifters where it mull neceffarily have been record- 
ed. Palav. p. 5.—2. That the profits arifing from indulgences in 
Saxony and the adjacent countries, had been granted not to Mag- 
dalen, but to Albert, archbifhop of Mentz, who had the right of 
nominating thofe who publilhed them. Seek. p. 12. Luth. Oper, 
1. praef. p. 1. Palav. p. 6.—3. That Arcemboldo never had con- 
cern in the publication of indulgences in Saxony; his diltrid! was 
Flanders and the Upper and Lower Rhine. Seek. p. 14. Palav. 
p. 6.—4. That Luther and his adherents never mention this grant 
ot Leo’s to his filter; though a circumftance of which they could 
hardly have been ignorant, and which they would have been cars- 
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The folicitations, however, of Luther’s adverfaries, who 
were exafperated to an high degree by the boldnefs and fe- 
verity with which he animadverted on their writings, toge- 
ther with the furprifing progrefs which his opinions made 
in different parts of Germany, roufed at laft the attention of 
the court of Rome, and obliged Leo to take meafures for 
the fecurity of the church againft an attack that now ap- 
peared too ferious to be defpifed. For this end, he fum- 
moned Luther to appear at Rome [July 151SJ, within 
fixty days, before the auditor of the chamber, and the In- 
quilitor-general Prierias, who had written againft him, whom 
he empowered jointly to examine his dodtrines, and to decide 
concerning them. He wrote, at the fame time, to the elec- 
tor of Saxony, befeeching him not to protect a man whofe 
heretical and profane tenets were fo fhocking to pious ears; 
and enjoined the provincial of the Auguftinians to check, 
by his authority, the rafhnefs of an arrogant monk, which 
brought difgrace upon the order of St. Auguftine, and gave 
offence and difturbance to the whole church. 

From the ftrain of thefe letters, as well as from the nomi- 

ful not to fupprefs.—c.The publication of indulgences in Germany 
was not ufuaiiy committed to the Auguftinians. The promulga- 
tion of them, at three different periods under Julius IT. was grant- 
ed to the Francifcans; the Dominicans had been employed in the 
fame office a fliort time before the prefent period. Palav. p. 46. 
—6. The promulgation of thofe indulgences, which firft excited 
Luther’s indignation, was entrufted to the archbilhop of Mentz, 
hi conjunction with the guardian of the Francifcans; but the lat- 
ter having declined accepting of that trull, the foie right became 
veiled in the archi.llh; p. Palav. 6. Seek. 16, 17.—7. Luther 
>\as not inftigated by his fuperiors among the Auguftinians to at- 
tack the Dominicans their rivals, or to depreciate indulgences be- 
caufe they were promulgated by them; his oppofttion to their 
c pinions and vices proceeded from more laudable motives. Seek, 
p. 15, ai. Lutheri Opera, 1. p. 64, 6, 8. A diploma of indul- 
ptnees Is publiftied by Herm. Yonder Hardt, from which it ap- 
pears, that the name of the guardian of the Francifcans is retained, 
together with that of the archbiftiop, although the former did not 
adi. The limits of the country to which their commiflions ex- 
t nejed, viz. the diocefe of Mentz, Magdeburg, Halberftadt, and 
’.be er itories of the marquis of Brandenburg, are mentioned in 
that diploma. liift. Literaria Reformat, pars. iv. p. 14* 
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nation of a judge fo prejudiced and partial as Prierias, Lu- 
ther eai'dy favv what fentence he might expect at Rome. He 
difeovered, for that reafon, the utmoft folicitude to have his 
caufe tried in Germany, and before a lefs fufpedted tribunal. 
The profeffors in the univerlity of Wittemberg, anxious for 
the fafety of a man who did fo much honour to their focietv, 
wrote to the pope, and after employing feveral pretexts to 
excufe Luther from appearing at Rome, intreated Leo to 
commit the examination of his doftrines to fome perfons of 
learning and authority in Germany. The elector requelted 
the fame thing of the pope’s legate at the diet of AugPourg; 
and as Luther himfelf, who, at that time, was fo far from 
having any intention to difclaim the papal authority, that he 
did not even entertain the fmalleft fufpicion concerning its 
divine original, had written to Leo a molt fubmiffive letter, 
promifing an unreferved compliance with his will, the pope 
gratified them fo far as to empower his legate in Germany, 
cardinal Cajetan, a Dominican, eminent for fcholaftic learn- 
ing, and pafiionately devoted to the Roman fee, to hear and 
determine the caufe. 

Luther, though he had good reafon to decline a judge 
chofen among his avowed adverfaries, did not hefitate about 
appearing before Cajetan; and having obtained the empe- 
ror’s fafe-conduCt, immediately repaired to Auglburg. The 
cardinal received him with decent refpefk, and endeavoured 
at firft to gain upon him by gentle treatment. The cardinal, 
relying on the fuperiority of his own talents as a theologian, 
entered into a formal difpute with Luther concerning the 
doctrines contained in his thefes-j-. But the weapons which 
they employed were fo different, Cajetan appealing to papal 
decrees, and the opinions of fchoolmen, and Luther reiling 

f In the former editions I afierted, upon the authority of Father 
Paul, that Cajetan thought it beneath his dignity to enter into any 
difpute with Luther; but M. Beaufobre, in his Hiftoire de la Re- 
formation, vol. i. p. in, &.c. has fatisfied me that I was miltaken. 
bee alio Seckend. lib. i. p. 46, &£. 
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entirely on the authority of fcripture, that the conteft was 
altogether fruitlefs. The cardinal relinquiihed the character 
of a difputant, and affuming that of judge, enjoined Lu- 
ther, by virtue of the apoitolic powers with which he was 
clothed, to retract the errors which he had uttered with re- 
gard to indulgences, and the nature of faith; and to abftain, 
for the future, from the publication of new and dangerous 
opinions. Luther, fully perfuaded of the truth of his own 
tenets, and confirmed in the belief of them by the approba- 
tion which they had met with among perfons confpicuous 
both for learning and piety, was furprifed at this abrupt 
mention of a recantation, before any endeavours were ufed 
to convince him that he was miftaken. He had flattered 
himfelf, that in a conference concerning the points in dif- 
pute with a prelate of fuch diflinguilhed abilities, he fltould 
be able to remove many of thofe imputations with which 
the ignorance or malice of his antagonilfs had loaded him; 
but the high tone of authority that the cardinal aflumed, ex- 
tinguifiied at once all hopes of this kind, and cut off every 
profpeft of advantage from the interview. His native in- 
trepidity of mind, however, did not defert him. He declar- 
ed with the utmoft firmnefs, that he could not, with a fafe 
conference, renounce opinions which he believed to be true; 
nor fhould any confideration ever induce him to do what 
would be fo bafe in itfelf, and fo offenfive to God. At the 
fame time he continued to exprefs no lefs reverence than 
formerly for the authority of the apoftolic feef; he fignified 
his willingnefs to fubmit the whole controverfy to certain 
univeriities which he named, and promifed neither to write 
nor to preach concerning indulgences for the future, provid- 
ed his adverfaries were likewife enjoined to be filent with re- 
fpeft to them*. All thefe offers Cajetan difregarded or re- 
jected, and ftill infifled peremptorily on a fimple recantation, 
threatening him with ecclefiaftical cenfures, and forbidding 
him to appear again in his prefence, unlefs he relolved in- 

f Luth. Oper. vol. i. p. 164. * Id. ibid. p. 169. 
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ftantly to comply with what he had required. This haugh* 
ty and violent manner of proceeding, as well as other cir- 
cumftances, gave Luther’s friends fuch ilrong reafons to fuf- 
peft, that even the Imperial fafe-condu£t would not be able 
to proteft him from the legate’s power and refentment, that 
they prevailed on him to withdraw fecretly from Augfourg, 
and to return to his own country. But before his departure, 
according to a form of which there had been fome examples, 
he prepared [October 18] a folemn appeal from the pope, 
ill-informed at that time concerning his caufe, to the pope, 
when he fhould receive more full information with refpedt to 
it|. 

Cajetan, enraged at Luther’s abrupt retreat, and at the 
publication of his appeal, wrote to the ele&or of Saxony, 
complaining of both; and requiring him, as he regarded the 
peace of the church, or the authority of its head, either to 
fend that leditious monk a prifoner to Rome, or to banilh 
him out of his territories. It was not from theological con- 
fiderations that Frederic had hitherto countenanced Luther; 
he feems to have been much a ftranger to controverfies of 
that kind, and to have been Kttle interefted in them. His 
protection flowed almofl entirely, as hath been already ob- 
fferved, from political motives, and was afforded with great 
fecrecy and caution. He had neither heard any of Luther’s 
difcourfes, nor read any of his books; and though all Ger- 
many refounded with his fame, he had never once admitted 
him into his prefencej. But upon this demand which the 
cardinal made, it became neceffary to throw off fomewhat of 
his former referve. He had been at great expence, and had 
beftowed much attention on founding a new univerfity, an 
objedt of confiderable importance to every German prince; 
and forefeeing how fatal a blow the removal of Luther would 
be to its reputation*, he, under various pretexts, and with 

1 Sleid. Hilt, of Reform, p. 7. Seckend. p. 45. Luth. Oper. i. 
16.5. 

§ Seckend. p. 17. Sleid. Hift. p. 12. * Seckend. p. 59. 
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many profeflions of efteem for the cardinal, as well as of re- 
verence for the pope, not only declined complying with ei- 
ther of his requefts, but openly difcovered great concern for 
Luther’s fafety *. 

The inflexible rigour with which Cajetan infilled on a 
fimple recantation, gave great offence to Luther’s followers 
in that age, and hath fince been cenfured as imprudent, by 
feveral Popifh writers. But it was impoffible for the legate 
to afl another part. The judges before whom Luther had 
been required to appear at Rome, were fo eager to difplay 
their zeal againfl his errors, that, without waiting for the 
expiration of the fixty days allowed him in the citation, 
they had already condemned him as an hereticf. Leo had, 
in feveral of his briefs and letters, fligmatized him as a child 
of iniquity, and a man given up to a reprobate fenfe. No- 
thing lefs, therefore, than a recantation could fave the ho- 
nour of the church, whofe maxim it is, never to abandon the 
fmallefl point that it has eflabliihed, and which is even pre- 
cluded, by its pretenfions to infallibility, from having it ia 
its power to do fo. 

Luther’s fituation at this time was fuch as would have fil- 
led any other perfon with the moll difquieting apprehenfions. 
He could not expedt that a prince, fo prudent and cautious 
as Frederic, would, on his account, fet at defiance the thun- 
ders of the church, and brave the papal power, which had 
cruflied fome of the moft powerful of the German emperors. 
He knew what veneration was paid, in that age, to ecclefi- 
allical decifions; what terrors ecclcfiaftical cenfures carried 
along with them, and how eafily thefe might intimidate and 
fhake a prince, who was rather his protector from policy', 
than his difciple from convidtion. If he fhould be obliged 
to quit Saxony, he had no profpedt of anyr other afylum, and 
muit Hand expofed to whatever punifhment the rage or bi- 
gotry of his enemies could inflidt. Though fenfible of his 
danger, he difcovered no fymptoms of timidity or remifihefs, 

* fileid Hift, p. to. Luth, Oper. i. 172. t Lutli. Open i. 161. 
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but continued to vindicate his own conduct and opinions, 
and to inveigh againft thofe of his adverfaries with more ve« 
iiemence than ever*. 

But as every ftep taken by the court of Rome, particu- 
larly the irregular fentence by which he had been fo preci- 
pitately declared a heretic, convinced Luther that Leo would 
foon proceed to the moft violent meafures againft him, he 
had recourfe to the only expedient in his power, in order to 
prevent the effedt of the papal cenfures. He appealed to a 
general council, which he affirmed to be the reprefentative 
of the catholic church, and fuperior in power to the pope, 
who, being a fallible man, might err, as St. Peter, the moil 
perfect of his predeceflors, had erred(J. 

It foon appeared, that Luther had not formed raffi con- 
jedtures concerning the intentions of the Romiffi church. 
A bull, of a date prior to his appeal, was iffiied by the pope, 
in which he magnifies the virtue and efficacy of indulgences, 
in terms as extravagant as any of his predeceffors had ven- 
tured to ufe in the darkeft ages; and without applying fuch 
palliatives, or mentioning fuch conceffions, as a more enlight- 
ened period, and the difpofitions in the minds of many men 
at that juncture, feemed to call for, he required all Chriil- 
ians to affent to what he delivered as the doftrine of the ca- 
tholic church, and fubjedted thofe who fiiould hold or teach 
any contrary opinion to the heavieft ecclefiaftical cenfures. 

Among Luther’s followers, this bull, which they confider- 
ed as an unjuftifiable effort of the pope, in order to preferve 
that rich branch of his revenue which arofe from indulgen- 
ces, produced little effedl. But, among the rell of his coun- 
trymen, fuch a clear decifion of the fovereign pontiff againil 
him, and enforced by fuch dreadful penalties, mull have 
been attended with confequences very fatal to his caufe ; 
if thefe had not been prevented in a great meafure by the 
death of the emperor Maximilian, ["January 17, l5t9>J 
whom both his principles and his iuterelf prompted to iup- 

■* Seekend. p. 59. § Sleid. Hill. 13. Luth. Oper.i. 179. 
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port the authority of the holy fee. In confequence of this 
event, the vicariat of that part of Germany which is go- 
verned by the Saxon laws, devolved to the elettor of Saxony; 
and under the Ihelter of his friendly adminillration, Luther 
not only enjoyed tranquillity, but his opinions were fuft'ered, 
during the interregnum which preceded Charles’s election, 
to take root in different places, and to grow up to fome de- 
gree of flrength and firmnefs. At the fame time, as the e- 
le&ion of an emperor was a point more interefting to Leo 
than a theological controverfy, which he did not underfland, 
and of which he could not forefee the confequences, he was 
fo extremely felicitous not to irritate a prince of fuch con- 
fiderable influence in the ele&oral college as Frederic, that 
he difeovered a great unwillingnefs to pronounce the fen- 
tence of excommunication againft Luther, which his adver- 
faries continually demanded with the moft clamorous im- 
portunity. 

To thefe political views of the pope, as well as to his na- 
tural averfion from fevere meafures, was owing the fufpen- 
fion of any further proceedings againft Luther for eighteen 
months. Perpetual negotiations, how’ever, in order to bring 
the matter to fome amicable iffue, were carried on during 
that fpace. The manner in which thefc were conduced 
having given Luther many opportunities of obferving the 
corruption of the court of Rome; its obftinacy in adhering 
toeftablifhed errors; and its indifference about truth, however 
clearly propofed, or ftrongly proved, he began to utter fome 
doubts with regard to the divine original of the papal au- 
thority. A public difputation was held upon this import- 
ant queftion at Leipfic, between Luther and Eccius, one 
of his moft learned and formidable antagonifts; but it was 
as fruitlefs and indecifive as fuch fcholaftic combats ufually 
prove. Both parties boafted of having obtained the vidlo- 
ry ; both were confirmed in their own opinions; and no pro- 
grefs was made towards deciding the point in controverfy *. 

* Luth. Oper. i. 199. 
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Nor did this fpirit of oppofition to the doctrines and u- 
furpations of the Romifh church break out in Saxony alone; 
an attack no lefs violent, and occalioned by the fame caufes, 
was made upon them about this time in Switzerland. The 
Francifcans being entrufted with the promulgation of indul- 
gences in that country, executed their commiflion with the 
fame indifcretion and rapacioufnefs which had rendered the 
Dominicans fo odious in Germany. They proceeded, ne- 
verthelefs, with uninterrupted fuccefs till they arrived at 
Zurich. There Zuinglius, a man not inferior to Luther 
himfelf in zeal and intrepidity, ventured to oppofe them; 
and being animated with a republican boldnefs, and free 
from thofe reflraints which fubjection to the will of a prince 
impofed on the German reformer, lie advanced with more 
daring and rapid Heps to overturn the whole fabric of the 
eftablilhed religionf. The appearance of fuch a vigorous 
auxiliary, and the progrefs which he made, was, at firit, 
matter of great joy to Luther. On the other hand, the 
decrees of the univerfities of Cologne and Louvain, which 
pronounced his opinions to be erroneous, afforded great 
caufe of triumph to his adverfaries. 

But the undaunted fpirit of Luther acquired additional 
fortitude from every inllance of oppofition ; and pulhing 
on his inquiries and attacks from one doftrine to another, 
he began to (hake the firmed foundations on which the 
wealth or power of the church were eftabliihed. Leo came 
at lad to be convinced, that all hopes of reclaiming him by 
forbearance were vain; feveral prelates of great wifdom ex- 
claimed no lefs than Luther’s perfonal adverfaries, againd 
the pope’s unprecedented lenity in permitting an incorrigi- 
ble heretic, who during three years had been endeavouring 
to fubvert every thing facred and venerable, dill to rema n 
within the bofom of the church; the dignity of the papal 
fee rendered the mod vigorous proceedings neceffary; the 
new emperor, it was hoped, would fupport its authority; 

f Slcid. Hid. 21. Seckend. J9. 
Vol. II. I 
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nor did it feem probable that the eleftor of Saxony would 
fb far forget his ufual caution, as to fet himfelf in oppoiition 
to their united power. The college of cardinals was often 
alfembled, in order to prepare the fentence with due delibe- 
ration, and the ablell canonifts were confulted how it might 
be exprelfed with unexceptionable formality. At laft, on 
the fifteenth of June, one thoufand five hundred and twenty, 
the bull, fo fatal to the church of Rome, was iffued. For- 
ty-one propofitions, extracted out of Luther’s works, are 
therein condemned as heretical, fcandalous, and offenfive to 
pious ears; all perfons are forbidden to read his writings, 
upon pain of excommunication; fuch as had any of them 
in their cuftody are commanded to commit them to the 
flames; he himfelf, if he did not, in fixty days, publicly re- 
cant his errors, and burn his books, is pronounced an obfti- 
nate heretic; is excommunicated, and delivered unto Satan for 
the deftrudtion of his flelh; and all fecular princes are re- 
quired, under pain of incurring the fame cenfure, to feize 
bis perfon, that he might be puniflied asjiis crimes deferv- 
ed*. 

The publication of this bull in Germany excited various 
paffions in different places. Luther’s adverfaries exulted, 
as if his party and opinions had been crufhed at once by 
fuch a decifive blow. His followers, whofe reverence for 
the papal authority daily diminifhed, read Leo’s anathemas 
with more indignation than terror. In fome cities, the peo- 
ple violently oblimited the promulgation of the bull; in 
others, the pe'rfons who attempted to publifh it were infult- 
cd, and the bull itfelf torn in pieces, and trodden under 
footf. 

This fentence, which he had for fome time expected, did 
not difconcert or intimidate Luther. After renewing his 
appeal to the general council [Nov. 17,] he publifhed re- 
marks upon the bull of excommunication; and being now 

* Palavk. 27. Luth. Oper. i. 423. 
jSeckend. p. 116. 
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perfuaded that Leo had been guilty both of impiety and 
injidtice in his proceedings againft him, he boldly declared 
the pope to be that man of fm, or Antichrift, whofe appear- 
ance is foretold in the New Teftament; he declaimed againft 
his tyranny and ufurpations with greater violence than ever; 
he exhorted all Chriftian princes to ihake off fuch an igno- 
minious yoke; and boafted of his own happinefs in being 
marked out as the objedt of ecclefiaftical indignation, be- 
caufe he had ventured to affert the liberty of mankind. Nor 
did he confine his expreflions of contempt for the papal 
power to words alone; Leo having, in execution of the 
bull, appointed Luther’s books to be burnt at Rome, he, by 
way of retaliation, aflembled all the profeffors and Undents in 
the univerfity of Wittemburg, and with great pomp, in 
prefence of a vaft multitude of fpedkators, call the volumes 
of the canon law, together with the bull of excommunica.- 
tion, into the flames; and his example was imitated in feve- 
ral cities of Germany. The manner in which he juftified 
this action was ftill more offenfive than the action itfelf. 
Having colledted from the canon law fome of the moft ex- 
travagant propofxtions with regard to the plenitude and om- 
nipotence of the papal power, as well as the fubordination of 
all fecular jurifdiction to the authority of the holy fee, he 
publifhed thefe with a commentary, pointing out the impie- 
ty of fuch tenets, and their evident tendency to fubvert all 
civil government*. 

Such was the progrefs which Luther had made, and 
fuch the ftate of his party, when Charles arrived in Germa- 
ny. No fecular prince had hitherto embraced Luther’s o- 
pinions; no change in the eftabliflied forms of worfhip 
had been introduced, and no encroachments had been made 
upon the polfeffions or jurifdiftion of the clergy; neither 
party had yet proceeded to aftion; and the controverfy, 
though condufted with great heat and pafllon on both fides, 
was ftill carried on with its proper weapons,, with thefes, 

* I.uth. Oper. ii. 316. 
1 2 ' 
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deputations, and replies. A deep impreffion, however, 
was made upon the minds of the people; their reverence for 
ancient in'litutions and do&rines was fhaken; and the ma- 
terials were already fcattered, which kindled into the combuf- 
tion that foon fpread overall Germany. Students crowded 
from every province of the empire to Wittemberg; and un- 
der Luther himfelf, Melandthon, Carlolladius, and other 
mailers then reckoned eminent, imbibed opinions, which, 
on their return, they propagated among their countrymen, 
who liftened to them with that fond attention, which truth, 
when accompanied with novelty, naturally commands f. 

During the courfe of thefe tranfadlions, the court of 
Rome, though under the direction of one of its ableft pon- 
tiffs, neither formed its fchemes with that profound fagaci- 
ty, nor executed them with that Heady perfeverance, which 
had long rendered it the moll perfedl model of political wif- 
dom to the red of Europe. When Ruther began to de- 
claim againft indulgences, two different methods of treating 
him lay before the pope; by adopting of which, the at- 
tempt, it is probable, might have been crulhed, and by the 
<»thcr h miobt been rendered innocent. If Luther’s firft O 
departure from the doclrines of the church had inllantly 
drawn upon him the weight of its cenfures, the dread of 
thefe might have rellrained the ele&or of Saxony from pro- 
tecting him, might have deterred the people from liftening 
to his difeourfes, or even might have overawed Luther him- 
felf; and his name, like that of many good men before his 
time, would now have been known to the world only for 
his honeII but ill-timed effort to corre& the corruptions of 
the Romilh church. On the other hand, if the pope had 
early tellifled fome difpleafure with the vices and excelfes of 
the friars who had been employed in puhlilhing indulgences; 
if he had forbidden the mentioning of controverted points 
in difeourfes addrelfed to the people; if he had enjoined 
the difputants on both fides to be filent; if he had been 

| Seekend. 59, 
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careful not to rifque the credit of the church, by defining 
articles which had hitherto been left undetermined; Lu- 
ther would, probably, have ftopt fhort at his firft difcoveries: 
he would not have been forced, in felf-defence, to venture 
upon new ground, and the whole controverfy might pofil- 
bly have died away infenfibly; or being confined entirely to 
the fchools, might have been carried cn with as little de- 
triment to the peace and unity of the Romilh church, as 
that which the Francifcans maintain with the Dominicans 
concerning the immaculate conception, or that between the 
Janfenifts and Jefuits concerning the operations of grace. 
But Leo, by fluftuating between thefe oppofite fyftems, and 
by embracing them alternately, defeated the effedfs of both. 
By an improper exertion of authority, Luther was exafpe- 
rated, but not reftrained. By a miilaken exercife of lenity, 
time was given for his opinions to fpread, but no progrefs 
was made towards reconciling him to the church; and even 
the fentence of excommunication, which at another juncture 
might have been decifive, wfas delayed fo long, that it be- 
came at laft fcarcely an object of terror. 

Such a feries of errors in the meafures of a court feldom 
chargeable with miltaking its own true intereft, is not more 
allonifhing than the wifdom which appeared in Luther’s 
condudt. Though a perfect itranger to the maxims of 
worldly wifdom, and incapable, from the impetuofity of his 
temper, of obferving them, he was led naturally, by the me- 
thod in which he made his difcoveries, to carry on his ope- 
rations in a manner which contributed more to their fuccefs, 
than if every ftep he took had been preferibed by the molt 
artful policy. At the time when he fet himfelf to oppofe 
Tetzel, he was far from intending that reformation which he 
afterwards effected; and would have trembled with horror 
at the thoughts of what at laft he gloried in accomplifhing, 
1 he knowledge of truth was not poured into his mind all 
at once, by any fpecial revelation; he acquired it by indu- 
ftry and meditation, and his progrefs, of confequence, was 

I 3 
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gradual. The do&rines of popery are fo clofely connedted, 
that the expofing of one error condudted him naturally to 
the detection of others; and all the parts of that artificial 
fabric were fo united together, that the pulling down of one 
loofened the foundation of the rdt, and rendered it more ea- 
fy to overturn them. In confuting the extravagant tenets 
concerning indulgences, he was obliged to inquire into the 
true eaufe of our juftification and acceptance with God. 
The knowledge of that difcovered to him by degrees the 
inutility of pilgrimages and penances; the vanity of relying 
on the interceffion of faints; the impiety of worfhipping 
them; the abides of auricular confeffion; and the imagina- 
ry exiilenee of purgatory. The detection of fo many er- 
rors led him of courfe to confider the charadter of the cler- 
gy who taught them; and their exorbitant wealth, the fe- 
vere injunction of celibacy, together with the intolerable ri- 
gour of monaflie vows, appeared to him the great fources 
of their corruption. From thence, it was but one itep to 
tall in queftion the divine original of the papal power; 
which authorized and fupported fuch a fyftem of errors. 
As the unavoidable refult of the whole, he difclaimed the 
infallibility of the pope, the decifions of fchoolmen, or any 
other human authority, and appealed to the word of God as 
the only ftandard of theological truth. To this gradual 
progrefs Luther owed his fuccefs. His hearers were not 
fhocked at fir it by any propofition too repugnant to their 
ancient prejudices, or too remote from eilabliflied opinions. 
They were condudled infenfihly from one doctrine to another. 
Their faith and conviction were able to keep pace with his 
difeoveries. To the fame caufe was owing the inattention, 
and even indifference, with which Leo viewed Luther's firit 
proceedings. A diredt or violent attack upon the authori- 
ty of the church would at once have drawn upon Luther the 
whole weight of its vengeance; but as this was far from his 
thoughts, as he continued long to profefs great refpett for 
the pope, and made repeated oilers of fubmiffion. to his deefi 
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fions, there feemed to be no reafon for apprehending that he 
would prove the author of any defperate revolt; and he was 
fuffered to proceed ftep by ftep, in undermining the conftitu- 
tion of the church, until the remedy applied at iait came too 
late to produce any effeft. 

But whatever advantages Luther’s caufe derived, either 
from the miltakes of his adverfaries, or from his own good 
eonduft, the hidden progrefs and firm ellabliihment of his 
dodtrines mull not be afcribed to thefe alone. The fame 
corruptions in the church of Rome which he condemned, 
had been attacked long before his time. The fame opinions 
which he now propagated, had been publiihed in different 
places, and were fupported by the fame arguments. Wal- 
dus in the twelfth century, Wickliff in the fourteenth, and 
Hufs in the fifteenth, had inveighed againfl the errors of 
popery with great boldnefs, and confuted them with more 
ingenuity and learning than could have been expended in 
thofe illiterate ages in which they flourifhed. But all thefe 
premature attempts towards a reformation proved abortive. 
Such feeble lights, incapable of difpelling the darknefs which 
then covered the church, were foon extinguifhed; and 
though the doctrines of thefe pious men produced fome ef- 
fects, and left fome traces in the countries where they taught, 
they were neither extenfive nor confiderable. Many power- 
ful caufes contributed to facilitate Luther’s progrefs, which 
either did not exifl, nor did not operate with full force in 
their days; and at that critical and mature jun&ure when 
he appeared, circumftances of every kind concurred in ren* 
dering each ftep that he took fuccefsful. 

The long and fcandalous fchifm which divided the church 
during the latter part of the fourteenth and the beginning 
of the fifteenth centuries, had a great effedt in diminifhing 
the veneration with which the world had been accuftomed 
to view the papal dignity. Two or three contending pon- 
tiffs roaming about Europe at a time; fawning,on the prin- 
ces, whom they wanted to gain; extorting large fums of 
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money from the countries which acknowledged their autho- 
rity; excommunicating their rivals, and curfing thofe who 
adhered to them; difcredited their pretenfions to infallibi- 
lity, and expofed both their perfons and their office to con- 
tempt. The laity, to whom all parties appealed, came to 
learn that fome right of private judgment belonged to them, 
and acquired the exercife of it fo far as to chufe, among 
thefe infallible guides, whom they would pleafe to follow. 
The proceedings of the councils of Conftance and Bafil 
fpread this difrefpetl for the Romifh fee ftill wider, and by 
their bold exertion of authority in depofing and elefting 
popes, taught the world that there was in the church a ju- 
rifdiftion fuperior even to the papal power, which they had 
long believed to be fupreme. 

The wound given on that occafion to the papal authority 
was fcarcely healed up, when the pontificates of Alexander 
VI. and Julius II. both able princes, but deteftable ecclefi- 
aftics, raifed new fcandal in Chriflendom. The profligate 
morals of the former in private life; the fraud, the injuftice, 
and cruelty of his public adminiflration, place him on a level 
with thofe tyrants, whofe deeds are the greateft reproach to 
human nature. The latter, though a ftranger to the odious 
paffions which prompted his predeceffor to commit fo many 
unnatural crimes, was under the dominion of a reftlefs and 
ungovernable ambition, that fcorned all confiderations of 
gratitude, of decency, or of juftice, when they obitrudled 
the execution of his fchemes. It was hardly poffible to be 
firmly perfuaded that the infallible knowledge of a religion, 
whofe chief precepts are purity and humility, was depofited 
in the breads of the profligate Alexander or the overbearing 
Julius. The opinion of thofe who exalted the authority 
of a council above that of the pope, fpread wonderfully un- 
der their pontificates: and as the emperor and French kings, 
who were alternately engaged in hodilities with thofe adtive 
pontiffs, permitted and even encouraged their fubjedls to ex- 
pofe their vices with all the violence of invedtive and all the 



IJ20.] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 97 

petulance of ridicule, men’s ears being accuilomed to thefe, 
were not ihocked with the bold or ludierous difcourfes of 
Luther and his followers concerning the papal dignity. 

Nor were fuch excelfes confined to the head of the church 
alone. Many of the dignified clergy, fecular as well as re- 
gular, being the younger fons of noble families, who had af- 
fumed the eccleliaftical character for no other reafon but 
that they found in the church flations of great dignity and 
affluence, were accuftomed totally to negleft the duties of 
their office, and indulged themfelves without referve in all 
the vices to which great wealth and idlenefs naturally give 
birth. Though the inferior clergy were prevented by their 
poverty from imitating the expenlive luxury of their fupe- 
riors, yet grofs ignorance and low debauchery rendered them 
as contemptible as the other were odious*. The fevere 
and unnatural law of celibacy, to which both were equally 
fubjedt, occaiioned fuch irregularities, that in feveral parts 
of Europe the concubinage of prieils was not only permitted, 
but enjoined. The employing of a remedy fo contrary to 
the precepts of the Chriftian religion, is the flrongeft proof 
that the crimes it was intended to prevent were both nume- 
rous and flagrant. Long before the fixteenth century, ma- 
ny authors of great name and authority give fuch defcriptions 

pf the diflblute morals of the clergy, as feem almofl incre- 
dible in the prefent agef. The voluptuous lives of ecclefi- 

* The corrupt ftate of the church, prior to the Reformation, is 
acknowledged by an author, who was both abundantly able to 
judge concerning this matter, and who w'as not over-forward to 
confefs it. “ For fome years (fays Bellarmine) before the Luther- 
an and Calviniftic herefies were publifhed, there was not (as con* 
temporary authors teltifyjany feverity in eccleliaftical judicatories, 
any difcipline with regard to morals, any knowledge of i'acred li- 
terature, any reverence for divine things; there was not almolt 
any religion remaining.” Bellarminus Concio xxviii. Oper. tom. 
yi. col. 296. edit. Colon. 1617. apud Gerdefii Hift. Evan. Renova* 
ti, vol. i. p. 45. 

■f Centum Gravamina Nation. German, in Fafciculo Rer. expe- 
tend. & higiendarum, per Ortuinum Gratium, vol. i. 361. See in- 
numerable pafi’ages to the fame purpofe in the appendix, or fecond 
volume, publilhed by Edw. Brown. See alfo Herm. vender Hardt, 
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aftics occafioned great fcandal, not only becaufe their man- 
ners were inconfiftent with their facred charafter; but the 
laity being accuftomed to fee feveral of then? raifed from the 
lowefi: ftations to the greateft affluence', did not fhew the 
fame indulgence to their exceffes, as to thofe of perfons pof- 
fefled of hereditary wealth or grandeur; and viewing their 
condition with more envy, they cenfured their crimes with 
greater feverity. Nothing, therefore, could be more ac- 
ceptable to Luther’s hearers, than the violence with which 
he exclaimed againft the immoralities of church-men, and 
every perfon in his audience could, from his own obfervation, 
confirm the truth of his invedtives. 

The fcandal of thefe crimes was greatly increafed by the 
facility with which fuch as committed them obtained pardon. 
In all the European kingdoms, the impotence of the civil 
magiflrate, under forms of government extremely irregular 
and turbulent, made it neceffary to relax the rigour of juf- 
tice, and upon payment of a certain fine or compofition pre- 
fcribed by law, judges were accuftomed to icmit farther pu- 
nifhment, even of the moft atrocious crimes. The court of 
Rome, always attentive to the means of augmenting its reve- 

Hift. Lit. Reform, pars iii. and the vaft colledlions of Walchius 
in his four volumes of Monumenta Medii iEvi. Getting. 1757. 

The authors I have quoted enumerate the vices of the clergy. 
When they ventured upon adfions manifeftly criminal, we may 
conclude that they would be lefs fcrupulous with refpedl to the de- 
corum of behaviour. Accordingly their negledt of the decent con- 
duit fuitable to their profeffion, feems to have given great offence. 
In order to illuftrate this, I fhall tranfcribe one paffage, becatife it 
is taken not from any author whole profeffed purpofie it was to de- 
fcribe the improper conduit of the clergy; and who, from preju- 
dice or artifice, may be fuppofed to aggravate the charge againfi 
them. The emperor Charles IV. in a letter to the archbifhop of 
Mentz, A. D. 1359, exhorting him to reform the diforders of the 
clergy, thus expreffes himfelf: “ De Chrifti patrimonio, ludos, ha- 
ftiludia & torneamenta exercent; habitum militarern cum prsetex- 
tis aureis et argenteis geltant, et calceos militares; comam & bar- 
bam nutriunt, & nihil quod ad vitam & ordinem ecclefiafticun* 
fpiilat, oftendunt. Militaribus fe duntaxat & fecularibus aitibus, 
vita & moribus, in fine falutis difpendium, & generale populi fcan- 
dalum, immifcent.” Codex Diplomaticus Anecdotorum, per Yak 
ftrd. Gudeuum, 4to. vol. iii. p. 438. 
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Hues, imitated this pra&ice, and, by a prepofterous accom- 
modation of it to religious concerns, granted its pardons to 
fuch tranfgreffors as gave a fum of money in order to pur- 
chafe them. As the idea of a compofition for crimes was 
then familiar, this ftrange traffic was fo far from (hocking 
mankind, that it foon became general; and in order to pre- 
vent any impofition in carrying it on, the officers of the 
Roman chancery publifhed a book, containing the precife 
fum to be exacted for the pardon of every particular fin. 
A deacon guilty of murder was abfolved for twenty crowms. 
A biihop or abbot might affaffinate for three hundred livres. 
Any ecclefiaftic might violate his vows of chaftity, even 
with the mod aggravating circumitances, for the third part 
of that fum. Even fuch (hocking crimes, as occur feldom 
in human life, and perhaps exift only in the impure imagi- 
nation of a cafuid, w'ere taxed at a very moderate rate. 
When a more regular and perfedt mode of difpenling juftice 
came to be introduced into civil courts, the praftice of pay- 
ing a compofition for crimes went gradually into difufe; and 
mankind having acquired more accurate notions concerning 
religion and morality, the conditions on which the court of 
Rome bellowed its pardons appeared impious, and were con- 
fidered as one great fource of ecclefiaftical corruption J. 

This degeneracy of manners among the clergy might 
have been tolerated, perhaps, with greater indulgence, if 
their exorbitant riches and power had not enabled them, at 
the fame time, to encroach on the rights of every other or- 
der of men. It is the genius of fuperftition, fond of what- 
ever is pompous or grand, to fet no bounds to its liberality 
towards perfons whom it efteems facred, and to think its ex- 
preffions of regard defective, unlefs it hath raifed them to 
the height of wealth and authority. Hence flowed the ex- 

| Fafcicul. Rer. expet. & fug. i. 355. J. G. Schelhornii Amenit. 
J.iterar. Francof. 17ZJ. vol. ii. 369. Dicflion. de Bayle, Artie. 
Banck & Tuppius. Taxa Cancellar. Romar.se, edit. Francof. 
1631. pafiim. 
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tcnfive revenues and jurifdietion pofleffed by the church in 
every country of Europe, and which were become intolera- 
ble to the laity, from whofe undifcerning bounty they were 
at firft derived. 

The burden, however, of ecclefiaftical opprefllon had fal- 
len with fuch peculiar weight on the Germans, as rendered 
them, though naturally exempt from levity, and tenacious 
of their ancient cultoms, more inclinable than any people in 
Europe to liften to thofe who called on them to affert their 
liberty. During the long contefts between the popes and 
emperors concerning the right of inveftiture, and the wars 
which thefe occafioned, moil of the confiderable German ec- 
clefiaftics joined the papal faction ; and while engaged in 
rebellion againft the head of the empire, they feized the Im- 
perial domains and revenues, and ufurped the Imperial jurif- 
didlion within their own diocefes. Upon the re-eilablidi- 
ment of tranquillity, they ftill retained thefe ufurpations, 4s 
if by the length of an unjuil pofTefiion they had acquired a 
legal right to them. The emperors, too feeble to wreft 
them out of their hands, were obliged to grant the clergy 
fiefs of thofe ample territories, and they enjoyed all the im- 
munities as well as honours which belonged to feudal barons. 
Ey means of thefe, many biihops and abbots in Germany 
were not only ecclefiailics, but princes, and their charafter 
and manners partook more of the licence too frequent among 
the latter, than of the fandlity which became the former*. 

The unfettled ftate of government in Germany, and the 
frequent wars to which that country was expofed, contri- 
buted in another manner towards aggrandifing eccleiialtics. 
The only property, during thofe times of anarchy, which 
enjoyed fecurity from the opprefiion of the great, or the 
ravages of war, was that which belonged to the church. 
This was owing, not only to the great reverence for the fa- 
cred charafter prevalent in thofe ages, but to a fuperflitious 
dread of the fentence of excommunication, which the cler- 

* F. Paul, Hiftory of Ecclefialt. Benefices, p. 107. 
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gy were ready to denounce againft all who invaded their 
pofieflions. Many obferving this, made a furrender of their 
lands to ecclefiaftics, and confenting to hold them in fee of 
the church, obtained as its vaffals a degree of fafety, which 
without this device they were unable to procure. By fuch 
an increafe of the number of their vaffals, the power of ec- 
clefiaftics received a real and permanent augmentation; and 
as lands, held in fee by the limited tenures common in thofe 
ages, often returned to the perfons on whom the fief de- 
pended, confiderable additions were made in this way to the 
property of the clergy f. 

The folicitude of the clergy in providing for the fafety of 
their own perfons, was ftill greater than that which they 
difplayed in fecuring their poffeflions; and their effors to at- 
tain it were ftill more fuccefsful. As they were confecrat- 
ed to the prieftly office with much outward folemnity; were 
diftinguilhed from the reft of mankind by a peculiar garb 
and manner of life; and arrogated to their order many pri- 
vileges which do not belong to other Chriftians, they natu- 
rally became the objects of exceffive veneration. As a fu- 
perftitious fpirit fpread, they were regarded as beings of a 
fuperior fpecies to the profane laity, whom it would be im- 
pious to try by the fame law's, or to fubjedt to the fame 
puniffiments. This exemption from civil jurifdiiftion, grant- 
ed at firft to ecclefiaftics as a mark of refpect, they foon 
claimed as a point of right. This valuable immunity of 
the priefthood is afferted, not only in the decrees of popes 
and councils, but was confirmed in the moft ample form by 
many of the greateft emperors*. As long as the clerical 
character remained, the perfon of an ecclefiaftic w-as in fome 
degree facred; and unlefs he were degraded from his office, 
the unhallowed hand of the civil judge durft not touch him. 
But as the power of degradation was lodged in the fpiritual 

t F. Paul, Hiftory of Ecclefiaft. Benefices, p. 66. Boulainvil- 
ler*, Etat de France, tom. i. 169. Lond. 1737. 

• Goldafti Conilitut. Imperial. Francof. 1673. vol. ii. 92, 107 
Vol. II. K 
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courts, the difficulty and expence of obtaining fuch a fen- 
tence, too often fecured abfolute impunity to offenders. 
Many affumed the clerical chara&er for no other reafon, 
than that it might fcreen them from the punifhment which 
their actions deferred 4;. The German nobles complained 
loudly, that thefe anointed malefactors, as they called themf, 
feldom fuffered capitally, even for the moft atrocious crimes; 
and their independence on the civil magillrate is often men- 
tioned in the remonftrances of the diets, as a privilege e- 
quaily pernicious to f ciety, and to the morals of the cler- 

gy- 
While the clergy afferted the privileges of their own or- 

der with fo much zeal, they made continual encroachments 
upon thofe of the laity. All caufes relative to matrimony, 
to teftaments, to ufury, to legitimacy of birth, as well as 
thofe which concerned ecclefiaflical revenues, were thought 
to be fo connefted with religion, that they could be tried 
only in the fpiritual courts. Not fatisfied with this ample 
jurifdiction, which extended to one half of the fubjeCts that 
give rife to litigation among men, the clergy, with wonder- 
ful induftry, and by a thoufand inventions, endeavoured to 
di aw all other caufes into their own courts*. As they had 
engroffed almoft the whole learning known in the dark ages, 
the fpiritual judges were commonly fo far fuperior in know- 
ledge and abilities to thofe employed in the fecular courts, 
that the people at firft favoured any ftretch that was made 
to bring their affairs under the cognizance of a judicature, 
on the decilions of which they could rely with more perfect 
confidence than on thofe of the civil courts. Thus the in* 
terefl of the church, and the inclination of the people, con- 
curring to elude the jurii’diction of the lay-magiftrate, foon 
reduced it almoft to nothing}. By means of this, vail pow- 

\ Rymer’s Foedera, Vol. xiii. 532. 
| Centum Gravam. § 31. 
* Giannone Hift.of Naples, book xix. § 3. 
5 Centum Gravam. § 9, 36, 64. 
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er accrued to ecclefraftics, and no inconfiderable addition was 
made to their revenue by the fums paid in thofe ages to the 
perfons who adminiftered juftice. 

The penalty by which the fpiritual courts enforced their 
fentences, added great weight and terror to their jurifdi&ion. 
The cenfure of excommunication was inftituted originally 
for preferving the purity of the church; that obftinate of- 
fenders, whofe impious tenets or profane lives were a reproach 
to Chriltianity, might be cut off from the fociety of the 
faithful: this ecclefiaftics did not fcruple to convert into an 
engine for promoting their own power, and they infli&ed it 
on the moft frivolous occafions. Whoever dcfpifed any of 
their decifions, even concerning civil matters, immediately 
incurred this dreadful cenfure, which not only excluded them 
from all the privileges of a Chrittian, but deprived them of 
their rights as men and citizens* and the dread of this ren- 
dered even the moil fierce and turbulent fpirits obfequious 
to the authority of the church. 

Nor did the clergy neglect the proper methods of pre- 
ferving the wealth and power which they had acquired 
with fuch induftry and addrefs. The pofleffions of the 
church, being confecrated to God, were declared to be un- 
alienable; fo that the funds of a fociety, which was daily 
gaining, and could never lofe, grew to be immenfe. In 
Germany, it was computed that the ecclefiaftics had got in- 
to their hands more than one half of the national proper- 
ty)-. In other countries, the proportion varied; but the 
fhare belonging to the church was every where prodigious. 
Thefe vaft pofleffions were not fubjeft to the burdens impof- 
ed on the lands of the laity. The German clergy were ex- 
empted by law from all taxes and if, on any extraordina- 
ry emergence, ecclefiaftics were pleafed to grant fome aid 
towards fupplying the public exigencies, this was confider- 

* Centum Gravam. § 34. f Ibid. § 18. 
§ Ibid. § a8. Goldafti Conft. Imper. ii. 79, iq8. PfefTel Hift, 

du Droit Publ. 330, 374. 
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ed as a free gift flowing from their own generofity, which 
the civil magiilrate had no title to demand, far lefs to exa&. 
In confequence of this ftrange folecifm in government, the 
laity in Germany had the mortification to find themfclves 
loaded with excefiive impofitions, becaufe fuch as pof- 
feffed the greateft property were freed from any obligation 
to fupport or to defend the ftate. 

Grievous, however, as the exorbitant wealth and nume- 
rous privileges of the clerical order were to the other mem- 
bers of the Germanic body, they would have reckoned it 
fome mitigation of the evil, if thefe had been poflefled only 
by ecclefiaflics refiding among themfelves, who would have 
been lefs apt to make an improper ufe of their riches, or to 
exercife their rights with unbecoming rigour. But the bi- 
fhops of llome having early put in a claim, the boldefl: that 
ever human ambition fuggefted, of being fupreme and infal- 
lible heads of the Chriftian church, they, by their profound 
policy and unwearied perfeverance, by their addrefs in avail- 
ing themfelves of every circumflance which occured, by 
taking advantage of the i'uperftition of lome princes, of the 
neceffity of others, and of the credulity of the people, at 
length eftablifhed their pretenfions, in oppofition both to 
the intereft and common fenfe of mankind. Germany was 
the country which thefe ecclefiaftical fovereigns governed 
with molt abfolute authority. They excommunicated and 
depofed fome of its molt illuftrious emperors, and excited 
their fubjetts, their minifters, and even their children, to 
take arms againft them. Amidit thefe contells, the popes 
continually extended their own immunities, fpoiling the fe- 
cular princes gradually of their molt valuable prerogatives, 
and the German church felt all the rigour of that oppref- 
fion which flows from iubjection to foreign dominion, and 
foreign exadtions. 

The right of conferring benefices, which the popes ufurp- 
cd during that period of confufion, was an acquifition of 
great importance, and exalted the • ecclefiaftical power upon 
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the ruins of the temporal. The emperors and other princes 
of Germany had long been in poffellion of this right, which 
ferved to increafe both their authority and their revenue. 
But by wreiting it out of their hands, the popes were en- 
abled to fill the empire with their own creatures; they ac- 
cuftomed a great body of every prince’s fubjedls to depend 
not upon him, but upon the Roman fee; they beftovved up- 
on ftrangers the richeft benefices in every country, and 
drained their wealth to fupply the luxury of a foreign 
court. Even the patience of the moil; fuperftitious ages 
could no longer bear fuch oppreffion; and fo loud and fre- 
quent were the complaints and murmurs of the Germans, 
that the popes, afraid of irritating them too far, confented, 
contrary to their ufual practice, to abate fomewhat of their 
pretenfions, and to reft fatisfied with the right of nomination 
to fuch benefices as happened to fall vacant during fix 
months in the year, leaving the difpofal of the remainder 
to the princes and other legal patrons*. 

But the court of Rome eafily found expedients for elud-> 
ing an agreement which put fuch reftraints on its power. 
The practice of referving certain benefices in every country 
to the pope’s immediate nomination, which had been long 
known, and often complained of, was extended far beyond 
its ancient bounds. All the benefices pofleffed by cardinals, 
or any of the numerous officers in the Roman court; thofe 
held by perfons who happened to die at Rome or within 
forty miles of that city, on their journey to or from it; 
fuch as became vacant by tranflation, with many others 
were included in the number of rr/lrsWbenefices; Julius II. 
and Leo X. ftretching the matter to the utmoft, often col- 
lated to benefices where the right of refervation had not 
been declared, on pretence of having mentally referved this 
privilege to themfelves. The right of refervation, however 
even with this extenfion, had certain limits, as it could be 

F. Paul, Hift, of Ecclef. Benef. 204. Gold. Conftit. Impcri 
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exerclfed only where the benefice was a&ually vacant, 
and therefore in order to render the exertion of papal pow- 
er unbounded, expeftative graces, or mandates nominating 
a perfon to fucceed to a benefice upon the firit vacancy 
that (hould happen, were brought into ufe. By means of 
thefe, Germany was filled with perfons who was fervilely 
dependent on the court of Rome, from which they had re- 
ceived fuch reverfionary grants ; princes were defrauded, 
in a great degree, of their prerogatives; the rights of lay- 
patrons were pre-occupied, and rendered almoft. entirely 
vain f. 

The manner in which thefe extraordinary powers were 
exercifed, rendered them ftill more odious and intolerable. 
The avarice and extortion of the court of Rome were be- 
come exceffive almoft to a proverb. The practice of felling 
benefices was fo notorious, that no pains were taken to con- 
ceal, or to difguife it. Companies of merchants openly pur- 
chafed the benefices of different diftridls in Germany from 
the pope’s minifters, and retailed them at an advanced 
price Pious men beheld with deep regret thefe fimon- 
iacal tranfadlions, fo unworthy the minifters of a Chriftian 
church; while politicians complained of the lofs fuftained 
by the exportation of fo much wealth in that irreligious 
traffic. 

The fums, indeed, which the court of Rome drew, by its 
Hated and legal impofitions, from all the countries acknow- 
ledging its authority, were fo confiderable, that it is not 
ftrange that princes, as well as their fubjefts, murmured at 
the fmalleft addition made to them by unneceffary or illicit 
means. Every ecclefiaftical perfon, upon his admiflion to 
his benefice, paid annals, or one year’s produce of his living 
to the pope; and as that tax was exafted with great rigour, 
its amount was very great. To this muft be added, the 

f Centum Gravam, § 21. Fafcic. Rer- expet. &c. 334- 
Conft. Imper. i. 391, 404, 405. F. Pstii, Hilt, of Eccl. Benet. 
167, 199. 
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frequent demands made by the popes of free gifts from the 
clergy, together with the extraordinary levies of tenths up- 
on ecclefiallical benefices, on pretence of expeditions a- 
gainil the Turks, feldom intended, or carried into execu- 
tion ; and from the whole, the vaft proportion of the reve- 
nues of the church, which flowed continually to Rome, may 
be eftimated. 

Such were the diffolute manners the exorbitant wealth, the 
enormous power and privileges of the clergy, before the Re- 
formation; fuch the oppreflive rigour of that dominion 
which the popes had eftabliihed over the Chriftian world; 
and fuch the fentiments concerning them that prevailed in 
Germany at the beginning of the fixteenth century. Nor 
has this Iketch been copied from the controverfial writers 
of that age, who, in the heat of difputation, may be fuf- 
pefted of having exaggerated the errors, or of having mif- 
reprefented the conduct of that church which they laboured 
to overturn; it is formed upon more authentic evidence, upon 
the memorials and remonitrances of the Imperial diets, coolly 
enumerating the grievances under which the empire groan- 
ed, in order to obtain the redrefs of them. Diffatisfaftion 
mull hare rifen to a great height among the people, when 
thefe grave aflemblies exprefled themfelves with that degree 
of acrimony which abounds in their remonftrances; and if 
they demanded the abolition of thofe enormities with fo 
much vehemence, the people, we may be allured, uttered 
their fentiments and deiires in bolder and more virulent 
language. 

To men thus prepared for fhaking off the yoke, Luther 
addreffed himfelf with certainty of fuccefs. As they had 
long felt its weight, and had born it with impatience, they 
liltened with joy to the firft offer of procuring them deliver- 
ance. Hence proceeded the fond and eager reception that 
his do&rines met with, and the rapidity with, which they 
fpread over all the provinces of Germany. Even the im- 
petuofity and fiercenefs of Luther’s fpirit, his confidence in 
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aflertinT his own opinions, and the arrogance as well as con- 

tempt wherewith he treated all who differed from him, 
which in ages of greater moderation and refinement, have 
been reckoned defedfs in the charafter of that reformer, did 
not appear exceflive to his contemporaries, whofe minds 
were ftrongly agitated by thofe interefting controverfies 
which he carried on, and who had themfelves endured the 
rigour of papal tyranny, and feen the corruptions in the 
church againft which he exclaimed. 

Nor were they offended at that grofs fcurrility with 
which his polemical writings are filled, or at the low buf- 
foonery which he fometimes introduces into his gravefl dif- 
courfes. No difpute was managed in thofe rude times 
without a large portion of the former; and the latter was 
common, even on the moil folemn occafions, and in treating 
the moft facred fubjedfs. So far were either of thefe from 
doing hurt to his caufe, that invedlive and ridicule had fome 
effedf, as well as more laudable arguments, in expofing the 
errors of popery, and in determining mankind to abandon 
them. 

Befides all thefc caufes of Luther’s rapid progrefs, arifing 
from the nature of his enterprife, and the jundiure at which 
he undertook it, he reaped advantage from fome foreign 
and adventitious circumltances, the beneficial influence of 
which none of his forerunners in the fame courfe had enjoyed. 
Among thefe may be reckoned the invention of the art of 
printing, about half a century before his time. By this fortu- 
nate difeovery, the facility of acquiring and of propagating 
knowledge was wonderfully increafed, and Luther’s books, 
which muft otherwife have made their way flowly and with 
uncertainty into diflant countries, fpread at once all over 
Europe. Nor were they read only by the rich and the 
learned, who alone had accefs to books before that inven- 
tion; they got into the hands of the people, who, upon this 
appeal to them as judges, ventured to examine and to reject 
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many doctrines which they had formerly been required to 
believe, without being taught to underftand them. 

The revival of learning at the fame period was a circum- 
ftance extremely friendly to the Reformation. The ftudy 
of the ancient Greek and Roman authors, by enlighten- 
ing the human mind with liberal and found knowledge, rouf- 
ed it from that profound lethargy in which it had been funk 
during feveral centuries. Mankind feem, at that period, 
to have recovered the powers of inquiring and of thinking 
for themfelves, faculties of which they had long loft the 
ufe; and fond of the acquifttion, they exercifed them with 
great boldnefs upon all fubjefts. They were not now a- 
fraid of entering an uncommon path, or of embracing a new 
opinion. Novelty appears rather to have been a recom- 
mendation of a doftrine; and inftead of being ftartled when 
the daring hand of Luther drew afide or tore the veil which 
covered eftabliftied errors, the genius of the age applauded 
and aided the attempt. Luther, though a ftranger to ele- 
gance in tafte or compofition, zealoudy promoted the culti- 
vation of ancient literature; and fenfible of its being necef- 
fary to the right underftanding of the fcriptures, he him- 
felf had acquired coniiderable knowledge both in the He- 
brew and Greek tongues. Melanfthon, and fome other of 
his difciples, were eminent proficients in the polite arts; 
and as the fame ignorant monks who oppofed the introduc- 
tion of learning into Germany, fet themfelves with equal 
fiercenefs againft Luther’s opinions, and declared the good 
reception of the latter to be the effedft of the progrefs which 
the former had made, the caufe of learning and of the Re- 
formation came to be confidered as clofely connected with 
each other, and, in every country, had the fame friends and 
the fame enemies. This enabled the reformers to carry on 
the conteft at firft with great fuperiority. Erudition, indu- 
itry, accuracy of fentiment, purity of compofition, even wit 
and raillery, were almoft wholly on their fide, and triumphed 
with eafe over illiterate monks, whofe rude arguments, ex- 
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preffed in a perplexed and barbarous ftyle, were found infuf- 
ficient for the defence of a fyftena, the errors of which, all 
the art and ingenuity of its later and more learned advocates 
have not been able to palliate. 

That bold fpirit of inquiry, which the revival of learn- 
ing excited in Europe, was fo favourable to the Reforma- 
tion, that Luther was aided in his progrefs, and mankind 
were prepared to embrace his doctrines, by perfons who 
did not wifh fuccefs to his undertaking. The greater part 
of the ingenious men who applied to the ftudy of ancient 
literature towards the clofe of the fifteenth century, and 
the beginning of the fixteenth, though they had no inten- 
tion, and perhaps no wifh, to overturn the eftabliihed fyftem 
of religion, had difcovered the abfurdity of many tenets and 
practices authorized by the church, and perceived the fu- 
tility of thofe arguments by which illiterate monks endea- 
voured to defend them. Their contempt of thefe advocates 
for the received errors, led them frequently to expofe the o- 
pinions which they fupported, and to ridicule their igno- 
rance with great freedom and feverity. By this, men were 
prepared for the more ferious attacks made upon them by 
Luther, and their reverence both for the doftrines and per- 
fons againfl: whom he inveighed was confiderably abated. 
This was particularly the cafe in Germany. When the firft 
attempts were made to revive a tafte for ancient learning in 
that country, the ecclefiaftics there, who were ftill more ig- 
norant than their brethren on the other fide of the Alps, 
fet themfelves to oppofe its progrefs with more aftive zeal; 
and the patrons of the new ftudies, in return, attacked them 
with greater violence. In the writings of Reuchlin, Hut- 
ten, and the other revivers of learning in Germany, the cor- 
ruptions of the church of Rome are aenfured with an acri- 
mony of ftyle little inferior to that of Luther himfelf*. 

From the fame caufe proceeded the frequent ftriiftures 

* Gerdefius Hifl. Evang. Renov. vol. i. p. I4i> 157- Seckend. 
|ib. i. p. 10 j. Vender Hardt Hift. Literar. Reform, pars ii. 
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of Erafmus upon the errors of the church, as well as upon 
the ignorance and vices of the clergy. His reputation and 
authority were fo high in Europe, at the beginning of the 
fixteenth century, and his works were read with fuch uni- 
verfal admiration, that the effeft of thefe deferves to be men- 
tioned as one of the circumitances which contributed con- 
fiderably towards Luther’s fuccefs. Erafmus, having been 
deftined for the church, and trained up in the knowledge of 
eccleliaftical literature, applied himfelf more to theological 
inquiries than any of the revivers of learning in that age. 
His acute judgment and extenfxve erudition enabled him to 
difeover many errors, both in the doctrine and worihip of 
the Romilh church. Some of thefe he confuted with great 
folidity of reafoning and force of eloquence. Others he 
treated as objects of ridicule, and turned againft them that 
irrefiftible torrent of popular and fatirical wit, of which he 
had the command. There was hardly any opinion or prac- 
tice of the Romifh church, which Luther endeavoured to 
reform, but what had been previoufly animadverted upon by 
Erafmus, and had afforded him fubjedt either of cenfure or 
of raillery. Accordingly, when Luther firtt began his at- 
tack upon the church, Erafmus feemed to applaud his con- 
duel; he courted the friendfhip of feveral of his difciplesand 
patrons, and condemned the behaviour and fpirit of his ad- 
verfaries*. He concurred openly with him in inveighing 
againft the fchool divines, as the teachers of a fyftem equal- 
ly unedifying and obfeure. He joined him in endeavouring 
to turn the attention of men to the ftudy of the holy ferip- 
tures, as the only ftandard of religious truth j'. 

Various circumftances, however, prevented Erafmus from 
holding the fame courfe with Luther. The natural timi- 
dity of his temper; his want of that ftrength of mind which 
alone can prompt a man to affume the character of a reform- 

* Seckend. lib. i. p. 40.96. 
^ l Yonder Hardt Hiftor. Literar. Reform, pars. i. Gerdef. Hift. 
Evang. Renov. i. 147. 
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er*; his exceflive deference for perfons in high Ration; his 
dread of lofing the peniions and other emoluments, which 
their liberality had conferred upon him; his extreme love of 
peace, and hopes of reforming abufes gradually, and by gen- 
tle methods, all concurred in determining him not only to 
reprefs and to moderate the zeal with which he had once 
been animated againft the errors of the church f, but to af- 
fume the character of a mediator between Luther and his 
opponents. But though Erafmus foon began to cenfure 
Luther as too daring and impetuous, and was at laft prevail- 
ed upon to write againft him, he muft, neverthelefs, be con- 
fidered as his forerunner and auxiliary in this war upon the 
church. He firft fcattered the feeds, which Luther cherifti- 
ed and brought to maturity. His raillery and oblique cen- 
fures prepared the way for Luther’s invcftives and more 
direft attacks. In this light Erafmus appeared to the zea- 
lous defenders of the Romilh church in his own times J. In 
this light he muft be confldered by every perfon converfant 
in the hiftory of that period. 

In this long enumeration of the circumftances which 
combined in favouring the progrefs of Luther’s opinions, 
or in weakening the refiftance of his adverfaries, I have a- 
voided entering into any difcuflion of the theological doc- 
trines of popery, and have not attempted to fhew how re- 
pugnant they are to the fpirit of Chriftianity, and how de- 
ftitute of any foundation in reafon, in the word of God, or 
in the practice of the primitive church, leaving thofe topics 

* Erafmus himfelf is candid enough to acknowledge this: 
“ Luther,” fays he, “ has given us many a wholefome dodtrine, 
and many a good counfel. I with he had not defeated the effedl 
of them by intolerable faults. But if he had written every thing 
in the molt unexceptionable manner, I had no inclination to die 
for the fake of truth. Every man hath not the courage requifite 
to make a martyr; and I am afraid that, if I were put to the trial, 
I Ihould imitate St. Peter.” Epift. Erafmi in Jortin’s Life of E- 
rafm. vol. i. p. 273. 

f Jortin’s Life of Erafmus, vol. i. p. 438. 
t Yonder Hardt Hilt. Literar. Reform, pars i. p. 2. 
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entirely to ecclefiaftical hiftorians, to vvliofe province they 
peculiarly belong. But when we add the effect of thefe re- 
ligious confiderations to the influence of political caufes, it 
is obvious that the united operation of both on the human 
mind muff have been fudden and irreliftible. Though, to 
Luther’s contemporaries, who were too near perhaps to the 
fcene, or too deeply interefted in it, to trace the caufe with 
accuracy, or to examine them with coolnefs, the rapidity 
with which his opinions fpread appeared to be fo unaccount- 
able, that fome of them imputed it to a certain uncommon 
and malignant pofition of the liars, which fcattered the fpi- 
rit of giddinefs and innovation over the worldf, it is evi- 
dent, that the fuccefs of the Reformation was the natural 
effe£l of powerful caufes prepared by peculiar providence, 
and happily confpiring to that end. This attempt to in- 
veftigate thefe caufes, and to throw light on an event fo 
fingular and important, will not, perhaps, be deemed an un- 
neceffary digrefiion.—I return from it to the courfe of the 
hillory. 

The diet at Worms conduced its deliberations with that 
flow formality peculiar to fuch affemblies. Much time was 
fpent in eftablilhing fome regulations with regard to the 
internal police of the empire. The jurifdiflion of the Im- 
perial chamber was confirmed, and the forms of its proceed- 
ing rendered more fixed and regular. A council of regen- 
cy was appointed to afiill Ferdinand in the government of 
the empire during any occafional abfence of the emperor; 
which, from the extent of the emperor’s dominions, as well 
as the multiplicity of his affairs, was an event that might be 
frequently expe&cd*. The Hate of religion was then tak- 
en into confideration. There was not wanting fome plau- 
fible reafon which might have induced Charles to have de- 
clared himfelf the protedor of Luther’s caufe, or at leall 

f Jovii Hirtoria, Lut. 1.153. fob p. 134. 
* Pont- Heuter. Her. Auftr. lib. via. c. 11. p. 195. rftfiel 

Abrege Chronol p. 598. 
Vol. II. L 
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to have connived at its progrefs. If he had pofTefTed no other 
dominions but thofe which belonged to him in Germany, 
and no other crown beiides the Imperial, he might have 
been difpofed, perhaps, to favour a man, who aiferted fo 
boldly the privileges and immunities for which the empire 
bad ilruggled fo long with the popes. But the vail and 
dangerous fchemes which Francis I. was forming againft 
Charles, made it neceffary for him to regulate his conduit 
by views more extenfive than thofe which would have fuited 
a German prince ; and it being of the utmoft importance 
to fecure the pope’s friendfhip, this determined him to treat 
.Luther with great feverity, as the moil effellual method of 
foothing Leo into a concurrence with his meafures. His 
cagernefs to accomplifli this rendered him not unwilling to 
gratify the papal legates in Germany, who infilled that, 
without any delay or formal deliberation, the diet ought 
to condemn a man whom the pope had already excommu- 
nicated as an incorrigible heretic. Such an abrupt manner of 
proceeding, however, being deemed unprecedented and unjuft 
by the members of the diet, they made a point of Luther’s ap- 
pearing in perfon, and declaring whether he adhered or not 
to thofe opinions which had drawn upon him the cenfures 
of the church*. Not only the emperor, but all the princes 
through whofe territories he had to pafs, granted him a 
Xafe-conduft; and Charles wrote to him at the fame time 
JjMarch 6th,] requiring his immediate attendance on the 
diet, and renewing his promifes of proteeftion from any injury 
or violencef. Luther did not hefitate one moment about 
yielding obedience, and fet out for Worms, attended by the 
herald who had brought the emperor’s letter and fafe-con- 
dult. While on his journey, many of his friends, whom the 
fate of Hufs under fimilar circumllances, and notwithlland- 
ingthe fame fecurity of an Imperial fafe-condull, filled with 
folicitude, advifed and entreated him not to rulh wantonly 
into the midft of danger. But Luther, fuperior to fuch 

*■ P. Mart. Ep. 7*2. 1 Butli. Oper. li. 412* 
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terrors, filenced them with this reply, “ I am lawfully cal- 
led,” faid he,” “ to appear in that city, and thither will 
I go in the name of the Lord, though as many devils, as 
there are tiles on the houfes, were there combined againit 
me*.” 

The reception which he met with at Worms was fuch as 
he might have reckoned a full reward of all his labours, if 
vanity and the love of applaufe had been the principles by 
which he was influenced. Greater crowds affembled to be- 
hold him, than had appeared at the emperor’s public entry; 
his apartments were daily filled with princes and perfonages 
of the highell rank$, and he was treated with all the refpedb 
paid to thofe who poffefs the power of direfting the under- 
Itanding and fentiments of other men; an homage, more 
fincere, as well as more flattering, than any which pre-emi- 
nence in birth or condition can command. At his appear- 
ance before the diet, he behaved with great decency, and 
with equal firmnefs. He readily acknowledged an excefs 
of vehemence and acrimony in his controverfial writings, 
but refufed to retraft his opinions, unlefs he were convinced 
of their falfehood; or to confent to their being tried by any 
other rule than the word of God. When neither threats 
nor entreaties could prevail on him to depart from his refo- 
lution, fome of the ecclefiaftics propofed to imitate the ex- 
ample of the council of Conftance, and by punifliing the au- 
thor of this peftilent herefy, who was now in their power, 
to deliver the church at once from fuch an evil. But the 
members of the diet, refufing to expofe the German inte- 
grity to frefti reproach by a fecond violation of public faith; 
and Charles being no lefs unwilling to bring a ftain upon the 
beginning of his adminiftration by fuch an ignominious ac- 
tion, Luther was permitted to depart in fafetyj. A few 
days after he left the city [April 26,] a fevere edift was 
publifhed in the emperor’s name, and by authority of the 

* Luth. Oper. ii. 411. § Seckend, 156. Luth. Oper. ii. 414. 
$ h. Paul. Hill, ot Counc. p. 13. Seekend. 160. 
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diet, depriving him, as an obftinate and excommunicated 
criminal, of all the privileges which he enjoyed as a fubjedt 
of the empire, forbidding any prince to harbour or protedl 
him, and requiring all to concur in feizing his perfon as foon 
as the term fpecified in his fafe-conduft was expired-)-. 

But this rigorous decree had no confiderable effect, the 
execution of it being prevented, partly by the multiplicity 
of occupations, which the commotions in Spain, together 
with the wars in Italy and the Low Countries, created to 
the emperor; and partly by a prudent precaution employed 
by the eledtor of Saxony, Luther’s faithful and difcerning 
patron. As Luther, on his return from Worms, was paf- 
fing near Altenftein in Thuringia, a number of horfemen in 
mafks rufhed fuddenly out of a wood, where the eledlor had 
appointed them to lie in wait for him, and furrounding his 
company, carried him, after difmifling all his attendants, 
to Wartburg, a ftrong caflle not far diftant. There the elec 
tor ordered him to be fupplied with every thing neceffary or 
agreeable, but the placeof his retreat was carefully concealed, 
until the fury of the prefent florm againfl himbegan to abate, 
upon a change in the political fituation of Europe. In this 
folitude, where he remained nine months, and which he fre* 
quently called his Patmos, after the name of that ifland to 
which the apoflle John was banilhed, he exerted his ufual 
vigour and induflry in defence of his doftrines, or in con- 
futation of his adverfaries, publifhing feveral treatifes, which 
revived the fpirit of his followers, aftonifhed to a great de- 
gree, and difheartened at the fudden difappearance of their 
leader. 

During his confinement, his opinions continued to gain 
ground, acquiring the afcendant in almoft every city in Sax- 
ony. At this time, the Auguftinians of Wittemburg, with 
the approbation of the univerfity, and the connivance of the 
cleflor, ventured upon the iirft itep towards an alteration in 
the eilablilhed forms of public worihip, by abolilhing the 

f Gold. Couft. Imperial, ii. 402. 
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celebration of private maffes, and by giving the cup as well 
as the bread to the laity in adminiftering the facrament of 
the Lord’s fupper. 

Whatever confolation the courage and fuccefs of his dif- 
ciples, or the progrefs of his doftrines in his own country, 
afforded Luther in his retreat, he there received informa- 
tion of two events which confiderably damped his joy, as 
they feemed to lay inftiperable obflacles in the way of pro- 
pagating his principles, in the two moll powerful kingdoms 
of Europe. One was, a folemn decree, condemning his o- 
pinions, publifhed by the univerfity of Paris, the mod an- 
cient, and, at that time, the mod refpeidable of the learned 
focieties in Europe. The other was the anfwer written to 
his book concerning the Babylonifh captivity by Henry 
VIII. of England. That monarch, having been educated 
under the eye of a fufpicious father, who, in order to pre- 
vent his attending to bufinefs, kept him occupied in the ftu- 
dy of literature, dill retained a greater love of learning, and 
dronger habits of application to it, than are common among 
princes of fo active a difpoi'ition and fuch violent pafiions. 
Being ambitious of acquiring glory of every kind, as well as 
zealoufly attached to the Romifh church, and highly exaf- 
perated againfl Luther, who had treated Thomas Aquinas, 
his favourite author, with great contempt, Henry did not 
think it enough to exert his royal authority in oppofing the 
opinions of the reformer, but refolved likewife to combat 
them with fcholadic weapons. With this view he publifh- 
ed his treatife on the Seven Sacraments, which, though for- 
gotten at prefent, as books of controverfy always are, when 
the occafion that produced them is pad, is not deditute of 
polemical ingenuity and acutenefs, and was reprefented by 
the flattery of his courtiers to be a work of fuch wonderful 
fcience and learning, as exalted him no lefs above other au- 
thors in merit, than he was didinguiihed among them by his 
rank. The pope, to whom it was prefented with the great- 
ed formality in full confiltory, fpoke of it in fuch terms, 

L 3 



THE REIGN OF THE B. 2. llB 

if it had been di&ated by immediate infpiration; and as a 
teftimony of the gratitude of the church for his extraordina- 
ry zeal, conferred on him the title of Defender of the Faith, 
an appellation which Henry foon forfeited in the opinion 
of thofe from whom he derived it, and which is ftill retained 
by his fucceffors, though the avowed enemies of thofe opi- 
nions, by contending for which he merited that honourable 
didin&ion. Luther, who was not overawed, either by the 
authority of the univerfity, or the dignity of the monarch, 
foon publifhed his animadverfions on both, in a ftyle no lei's 
vehement and fevere, than he would have ufed in confuting 
his meaneft antagonift. This indecent boldnefs, inftead of 
Ihocking his contemporaries, was conlidered by them as a 
new proof of his undaunted fpirit. A controverfy mana- 
ged by difputants fo illultrious, drew univerfal attention; 
and fuch was the contagion of the fpirit of innovation, dif- 
fufed through Europe in that age, and fo powerful the evi- 
dence which accompanied the doctrines of the reformers on 
their fird; publication, that, in fpite of both the civil and ec- 
elefiaftieal powers combined againft them, they daily gain- 
ed converts both in France and in England. 

How defirous foever the emperor might be to put a Hop 
to Luther’s progrefs, he was often obliged, during the diet 
at Worms, to turn his thoughts to matters Hill more inter- 
eding, and which demanded more immediate attention. A 
war was ready to break out between him and the French 
king in Navarre, in the Low Countries, and in Italy; and 
it required either great addrefs to avert the danger, or time- 
ly and wife precautions to refill it. Every circumdance, at 
that junfture, inclined Charles to prefer the former meafure. 
Spain was torn with intedine commotions. In Italy, he 
h.ad not hitherto fecured the aflidance of any one ally. In 
the Low Countries, his fubje&s trembled at the thoughts 
of a rupture with France, the fatal effects of which on their 
commerce they had often experienced. From thefe con- 
fide rations, as well as from the folicitude of Chievres, dur- 
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ing his whole adminiftration, to maintain peace between the 
two monarchs, proceeded the emperor’s backwardnefs to 
commence hoftilities. But Francis and his minifters did 
not breathe the fame pacific fpirit. He eafily forefaw that 
concord could not long fubfift, where intereft, emulation, 
and ambition confpired to diffolve it; and he poffefled feve- 
ral advantages which flattered him with the hopes of fur- 
prifing his rival, and of overpowering him before he could 
put himfelf in a pofture of defence. The French king’s do- 
minions, from their compact fituation, from their fubjeCtion 
to the royal authority, from the genius of the people, fond 
of war, and attached to their fovereign by every tie of duty 
and affeftion, were more capable of a great or fudden effort, 
than the larger but difunited territories of the emperor, in 
one part of which the people were in arms againfl his mini- 
fters, and in all his prerogative was more limited than that of 
his rival. 

The only princes, in whofe power it was to have kept 
down, or to have extinguifhed this flame on its firft appear- 
ance, either neglected to exert themfelves, or were adtive in 
kindling and fpreading it. Henry VIII. though he aflfedt- 
ed to affume the name of mediator, and both parties made 
frequent appeals to him, had laid afide the impartiality 
which fuited that character. Wolfey, by his artifices, had 
eftranged him fo entirely from the French king, that he fe- 
cretly fomented the difcord which he ought to have compof- 
ed, and waited only for fome decent pretext to join his arms 
to thofe of the emperor*. 

Leo’s endeavours to excite difcord between the emperor 
and Francis were more avowed, and had greater influence. 
Not only his duty, as the common father of Chriftendom, 
but his intereft as an Italian potentate, called upon the pope 
to a£l as the guardian of the public tranquillity, and to avoid 
any meafure that might overturn the fyftem, which, after 
much bloodfhed, and many negotiations, was now eftablifh- 

* Herbert. Fiddes’s Life of Wolfey. 25%. 
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ed in Italy. Accordingly Leo, who inftantly difcerned the 
propriety of this condudl, had formed a fcheme, upon 
Charles’s promotion to the Imperial dignity, of rendering 
himfelf the umpire between the rivals, by foothing them al- 
ternately, while he entered into no clofe confederacy with 
either; and a pontiff lefs ambitious and enterprifing, might 
have faved Europe from many calamities by adhering to this 
plan. But this high fpirited prelate, who was ftill in the 
prime of life, longed paffionately to diftinguiih his pontifi- 
cate by fome fplendid adlion. He was impatient to wafh 
away the infamy of having loft Parma and Placentia, the ac- 
quifition of which refle<fted fo much luftre on the admini. 
ftration of his predeceffor Julius. He beheld, with the in- 
dignation natural to Italians in that age, the dominion which 
the Tranfalpine, or as they, in imitation of the Roman arro- 
gance, denominated them, the barbarous nations, had attain- 
ed in Italy. He flattered himfelf, that after aflifting the one 
monarch to ftrip the other of his poffeffions in that country, 
he might find means of driving out the vielor in his turn, 
and acquire the glory of reftoring Italy to the liberty and 
happinefs which it had enjoyed before the invafion of 
Charles VIII. when every ftate was governed by its native 
princes, or its own laws, and unacquainted with a foreign 
yoke. Extravagant and chimerical as this projeft may 
feem, it was the favourite objeift of almoft every Italian e- 
minent for genius or enterprife during great part of the fix- 
teenth century. They vainly hoped, that by fuperior Ikill 
in the artifices and refinements of negotiation, they Ihould be 
able to baffle the efforts of nations, lefs polilhed indeed than 
themfelves, but much more powerful and warlike. So al- 
luring was the profpedt of this to Leo, that notwithftand- 
ing the gentlenefs of his difpofition, and his fondnefs for the 
pleafures of a refined and luxurious eafe, he haftened to di- 
fturb the peace of Europe, and to plunge himfelf into a 
dangerous war, with an impetuofity fcarcely inferior to that 
of the turbulent and martial Julius*. 

* Guic. lib. xiv. p. 173. 
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It was in Leo’s power, however, to chufe which of the 

monarchs he would take for his confederate againft the other. 
Both of them courted his friendihip; he wavered for fome 
time between them, and at lait concluded an alliance with 
Francis. The obje& of this treaty was the conqueft; of 
Naples, which the confederates agreed to divide between 
them. The pope, it is probable, flattered himfelf, that the 
brifk and active fpirit of Francis, feconded by the fame qua- 
lities in his fubjedts, would get the ftart of the flow and wary 
councils of the emperor, and that they might over-run with 
cafe this detached portion of his dominions, ill provided for 
defence, and always the prey of every invader. But whe- 
ther the French king, by difeovering too openly his fufpi- 
cion of Leo’s fmcerity, difappointed thefe hopes; whether 
the treaty was only an artiflee of the pope’s to cover the 
more ferious negotiations which he was carrying on with 
Charles; whether he was enticed by the profpect of reaping 
greater advantages from an union with that prince; or whe- 
ther he was foothed by the zeal which Charles had manifeft- 
ed for the honour of the church in condemning Luther; 
certain it is, that he foon deferted his new ally, and made 
overtures of friendfliip, though with great fecrecy, to the 
emperor*. Don John Manuel, the fame man who had 
been the favourite of Philip, and whofe addrefs had difeon- 
certed all Ferdinand’s fchemes, having been delivered, upon 
the death of that monarch, from the prifon to which he had 
been confined, was now the Imperial ambaflador at Rome, 
and fully capable of improving this favourable difpofition in 
the pope to his mafter’s advantage^. To him the conduct of 
this negotiation was entirely committed; and being careful- 
ly concealed from Chievres, whofe averfion from a war with 
France would have prompted him to retard or to defeat it, 
an alliance between the pope and emperor was quickly con- 

* Guj.c* lib. xiv. p. 175. Mem. de Bellay, Par. 1573. p. 24, 
§ Jovii Vita Leonis, lib. iv. p. 89. 
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eluded* £May 8], The chief articles in this treaty, which 
proved the foundation of Charles’s grandeur in Italy, were, 
that the pope and emperor ihould join their forces to expel 
the French out of the Milanefe, the poffeilion of which fliould 
be granted to Francis Sforza, a fon of Ludovico the Moor, 
who had refided at Trent fmee the time that his brother 
Maximilian had been difpoffelfed of his dominions by the 
French king; that Parma and Placentia fhould be reftored 
to the church; that the emperor Ihould afliil the pope in 
conquering Ferrara; that the annual tribute paid by the 
kingdom of Naples to the Holy See fhould be increafed; 
that the emperor fhould take the family of Medicf under his 
proteftion; that he fhould grant to the cardinal of that 
name a penfion of ten thoufand ducats upon the archbifhop- 
ric of Toledo; and fhould fettle lands in the kingdom of 
Naples to the fame value upon Alexander the natural fon 
of Lorenzo de Medici. 

The tranfadling an affair of fuch moment without his par- 
ticipation, appeared to Chievres fo decifive a proof of his 
having loft the afeendant which he had hitherto maintained 
over the mind of his pupil, that his chagrin on this account, 
added to the melancholy with which he was overwhelmed on 
taking a view of the many and unavoidable calamities at- 
tending a war againfl France, is faid to have fhortened his 
daysj. But though this, perhaps, may be only the conjec- 
ture of hiftorians, fond of attributing every thing that befals 
illuftrious perfonages to extraordinary caufes, and of aferib- 
ing even their difeafes and death to the effedt of political paf- 
fions, which are more apt to diilurb the enjoyment than to 
abridge the period of life, it is certain that his death, at 
this critical jundture, extinguifhed all hopes of avoiding a 
rupture with Francej-. This event, too, delivered Charles 

* Guic. 1. xiv. 181. Mem de Bellay, p. 24. Du Mont, Corps 
Diplom. tom. iv. fuppl. p. 96. 

§ Belcarii Comment de Reb. Gallic. 483. 
f P. Heuter. Rer. Aullriac. lib. viii. c. 11. p. 197. 
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from a minifler, to whofe authority he had been accuftomed 
from his infancy to fubmit with fuch implicit deference, as 
checked and depreffed his genius, and retained him in a ftate 
of pupilage, unbecoming his years as well as his rank. But 
this reftraint being removed, the native poweis of his mind 
were permitted to unfold themfelves, and he began to difplay 
fuch great talents, both in council and in aftion, as exceed- 
ed the hopes of his contemporaries||, and command the ad- 
miration of pofterity. 

While the pope and emperor were preparing, in confe- 
quence of their fecret alliance, to attack Milan, hoftilities 
commenced in another quarter. The children of John d’Al- 
bret, king of Navarre, having often demanded the reftitution 
of their hereditary dominions, in terms of the treaty of Noy- 
on, and Charles having as often eluded their requefts upon 
very frivolous pretexts, Francis thought himfelf authorized 
by that treaty to affift the exiled family. The juncture ap- 
peared extremely favourable for fuch an enterprife. Charles 
was at a diftance from that part of his dominions; the troops 
ufually ftationed there had been called away to quell the 
commotions in Spain; the Spaniih malecontents warmly fo- 
licited him to invade Navarref, in which a confiderable fac- 
tion was ready to declare for the defcendents of their ancient 
monarchs. But in order to avoid, as much as poffible, giv- 
ing offence to the emperor or king of England, Francis di« 
refted forces to be levied, and the war to be carried on, not 
in his own name, but in that of Henry d’Albret. The con- 
du£t of thefe troops was committed to Andrew de Foix, de 
1’Efparre, a young nobleman, whom his near alliance to the 
unfortunate king, whofe battles he was to fight, and what 
was ftill more powerful, the intereft of his fifter, Madam de 
Chateau-Briand, Francis’s favourite miftrefs, recommended 
to that important truft, for which he had neither talents nor 
experience. But as there was no army in the field to op- 
pofe him, he became mailer, in a few days, of the whole king- 

|| P. Mart. Ep. 735. f P. Mart. Ep. 721. 
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dom of Navarre, without meeting with any obflru&ion but 
from the citadel of Pampeluna. The additional works to 
this fortrefs, begun by Ximenes, were ftill unfinifhed; nor 
would its flight refiftance have deferved notice, if Ignatio 
Loyola, a Bifcayan gentleman, had not been dangeroufly 
wounded in its defence. During the progrefs of a lingering 
cure, Loyola happened to have no other amufement than 
what he found in reading the lives of the faints: the effedt 
of this on his mind, naturally enthufiallic, but ambitious and 
daring, was to infpire him with fuch a defire of emulating 
the glory of thefe fabulous worthies of the Romifh church, 
as led him into the wildefl and mofl extravagant adventures, 
which terminated at lafl in inflituting the fociety of Jefuits, 
the moft political and beft regulated of all the monadic or- 
ders, and from which mankind have derived more advantages, 
and received greater injury, than from any other of thofe re- 
ligious fraternities. 

If, upon thereduftion of Pampeluna, L’Efparre had been 
fatisfied with taking proper precautions for fecuring his con- 
queft, the kingdom of Navarre might flill have remained an- 
nexed to the crown of France, in reality, as well as in title. 
But pufhed on by youthful ardour, and encouraged by Fran- 
cis, who was too apt to be dazzled with fuccefs, he ventur- 
ed to pafs the confines of Navarre, and to lay fiege to Lo- 
grogno, a fmall town in Caftile. This roufed the Caflilians, 
who had hitherto beheld the rapid progrefs of his arms with 
greatuncoricern,and the diffenfions in that kingdom (of which 
a full account (hall be given) being almofl compofed, both 
parties exerted themfelves with emulation in defence of their 
country; the one, that it might efface the memory of pail 
mifcondudl by its prefent zeal; the other, that it might add 
to the merit of having fubdued the emperor’s rebellious fub- 
jedls, that of repulfing his foreign enemies. The fudden ad- 
vance of their troops, together with the gallant defence made 
by the inhabitants of Logrogno, obliged the French gene- 
ral to adandon his rafh enterprife. The Spanifli army, which 
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increafed every day, harafling him during his retreat, he, in- 
ftead of taking (belter under the cannon of Pampeluna, or 
waiting the arrival of fome troops which were marching to 
join him, attacked the Spaniards, though far fuperior to him 
in number, with great impetuofity, but with fo little con- 
duit, that his forces were totally routed, he himfelf, toge- 
ther with his principal officers, was taken prifoner, and Spain 
recovered poffeffion of Navarre in (till (horter time than the 
French had fpent in the conqueft of it*. 

While Francis endeavoured to juftify his invafion of Na- 
varre, by carrying it on in the name of Henry d’Albret, he 
had recourfe to an artifice much of the fame kind, in at- 
tacking another part of the emperor’s territories. Robert 
de la Mark, lord of the fmall but independent territory of 
Bouillon, fituated on the frontiers of Luxembourg and 
Champagne, having abandoned Charles’s fervice on account 
of an encroachment which the Aulic council had made on 
his jurifdiftion, and having thrown himfelf upon France for 
protection, was eafily perfuaded, in the heat of his refent- 
ment, to fend a herald to Worms, and to declare war asrainft O 
the emperor in form. Such extravagant infolence in a pet- 
ty prince furprifed Charles, and appeared to him a certain 
proof of his having received promifes of powerful fupport 
from the French king. 1 he jufinefs of this conclufion foon 
became evident. Robert entered the dutchy of Luxem- 
bourg with troops levied in France, by the king’s conniv- 
ance, though feemingly in contradiction to his orders, and 
after ravaging the open country, laid fiege to Vireton. Of 
this Charles complained loudly, as a direct violation of the 
peace fubfifting between the two crowns, and fummoned 
Henry VIII. in terms of the treaty concluded at London 
in the year 1518, to turn his arms againft Francis as the 
firft aggreffor. Francis pretended that he was not anfwer- 
able for Robert’s conduCt, whole army fought under his 
own (landards, and in his own quarrel; and affirmed, that, 

* Mem. de Bellay, p. at. P. Mart. Ep 726. 
Vol. II. M 
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contrary to an eEprcfs prohibition, he had feduced fome fub- 
jefts of France into his fervice; but Henry paid fo little re- 
gard to this evafion, that the French king, rather than irri- 
tate a prince whom he ftiil hoped to gain, commanded De 
la Mark to difhand his troopsj-. 

The emperor, meanwhile, was affembling an army to chaf- 
tife Robert’s infolence. Twenty thoufand men, under the 
count of Nafiau, invaded his little territories, and in a few 
days became mailers of every place in them but Sedan. Af- 
ter making him feel fo fenfibly the weight of his mailer’s 
indignation, Naffau advanced towards the frontiers of France; 
and Charles, knowing that he might prefume fo far on Hen- 
ry’s partiality in his favour, as not to be overawed by the 
fame fears which had rellrained Francis, ordered his general 
to bcfiege Moufon. The cowardice of the garrifon having 
obliged the governor to furrender almoll without refillance, 
Naflau invelled Mezieres, a place at that time of no confi- 
derable llrength, but fo advantageoufly fituated, that by 
getting pofleffion of it, the Imperial army might have pene- 
trated into the heart of Champagne, in which there was 
hardly any other town capable of ob'lructing its progrefs. 
Happily for France, its monarch, fenfible of the importance 
of this fortrefs, and of the danger to which it was expofed, 
committed the defence of it to the chevalier Bayard, diftin- 
guilhed among his contemporaries by the appellation of The 
knight without fear, and without rtpvoach\. 1 his man, whole 
prowefs in combat, whofe pundlilious honour and formal 
gallantry, bear a nearer refemblance, than any thing record- 
ed in hillory, to the character aferibed to the heroes of chi- 
valry, poffelfed all the talents which form a great general. 
Thefe he had many occafions of exerting in the defence of Me- 
zieres; partly by his valour, partly by his condufl, he pro- 
traflcd the fiege to a great length, and in the end obliged the 
Imperialills to raife it, with difgrace and lofsf. Francis, at 

f Mem. de Bell^y, p. 22, &c. Mem. de Fleuranges, p. 335. &c- 
} Oeuvres de Brantome, tom.yi. 114- § Mem. de Beluy. P- 25>ecc' 
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the head of a numerous army, foon retook Moufon, and enter- 
ing the I^ow Countries,made feveral conquefts of fmall import- 
ance. In the neighbourhood of Valenciennes, through an ex - 
cefs of caution, an error with which he cannot be often charg- 
ed, he loft an opportunity of cutting off the whole Imperial 
army<J; and what was ftill more unfortunate, he difgufted 
Charles duke of Bourbon, high conftable of France, by giv- 
ing the command of the van to the duke D’Alengon, though 
this poll of honour belonged to Bourbon, as a prerogative 
of his office. 

During thefe operations in the field, a congrefs was held 
at Calais (Auguft) under the mediation of Henry VIII. in 
order to bring all differences to an amicable iffue; and if the 
intentions of the mediator had correfponded in any degree 
to his profeffions, it could hardly have failed of producing 
fome good effeft. But Henry committed the foie manage- 
ment of the negotiation, with unlimited powers, to Wolfeyj 
and this choice alone was fufficient to have rendered it abor- 
tive. That prelate, bent on attaining the papal crown, the 
great objeift of his ambition, and ready to facrifice every 
thing in order to gain the emperor’s intereft, was fo little a- 
ble to conceal his partiality, that, if Francis had not been 
well acquainted with his haughty and vindictive temper, lie 
would have declined his mediation. Much time was fpent in 
enquiring who had begun hoftilities, which Wolfey affected 
to reprefent as the principal point; and by throwing the 
blame of that on Francis, he hoped to juftify, by the treaty 
of London, any alliance into which his mafter fhould enter 
with Charles. The conditions on which hoftilities might 
be terminated came next to be confidered; but with regard 
to thefe, the emperor’s propofals were fuch, as difeovered ei- 
ther that he was utterly averfe to peace, or that he knew 
V olfey would approve of whatever terms ftiould be offered 
in his name. He demanded the reftitution of the dutchy of 
Burgundy, a province, the poffeffion of which would have 

§ lh Mart Ep. 747. Mem. de Bellav, 35. 
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given him accefs into the heart of France; and required to 
be releafed from the homage due to the crown of France 
for the counties of Flanders and Artois, which none of his 
anceftors had ever refufed, and which he had bound him- 
fclf by the treaty of Noyon to renew. Thefe terms, to 
which an high-fpirited prince would fcarcely have liftened, 
after the difailers of an unfortunate war, Francis rejected 
with great difdain; and Charles (hewing no inclination to 
comply with the more equal and moderate propofitions of 
the French monarch, that he fhould reftore Navarre to its 
lawful prince, and withdraw his troops from the liege of 
Tournay, the congrefs broke up without any other effect 
than that which attends unfuccefsful negotiations, the ex- 
afperating of the parties whom it was intended to recon- 
cile f. 

During the continuance of the congrefs, Wolfe}', on pre- 
tence that the emperor himfelf would be more willing to 
make reafonable conceflions than his miniflers, made an ex- 
curfion to Bruges, to meet that monarch. He was receiv- 
ed by Charles, who knew his vanity, with as much refpedl 
and magnificence as if he had been king of England. But 
inftead of advancing the treaty of peace by this interview, 
Wolfey, in his maftcr’s name, concluded a league with the 
emperor againft Francis; in which it was ftipulated, that 
Charles fhould invade France on the fide of Spain-, and 
Henry in Picardy, each with an army of forty thoufand 
men; and that, in order to ftrengthen their union, Charles 
mould efpoufe the princefs Mary, Henry’s only child, and 
the apparent heir of his dominions*. Henry produced no 
better reafons for this meafure, equally unjull and impolitic, 
than the article in the treaty of London, by which he pre- 
tended that he was bound to take arms againll the French 
king as the firft aggreffor; and the injury which he alleged 
Francis had done him, in permitting the duke of Albany, 

j Rytner, Feeder, xiii. Herbert. 
* P. Mart. Ep. 739. Herbert. 
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the head of a faciion in Scotland, which oppofed the inhe- 
red of England, to return into that kingdom. He was in- 
fluenced, however, by other confiderations. The advan- 
tages which accrued to his fubje&s from maintaining an^ ex- 
a£l neutrality, or the honour that refulted to himfelf from 
ailing as the arbiter between the contending princes, ap- 
peared to his youthful imagination fo inconfiderable, when 
compared with the glory which might be reaped from lead- 
ing armies or conquering provinces, that he determined to 
remain no longer in a Hate of inactivity. Having once 
taken this refolution, his inducements to prefer an alliance 
with Charles were obvious. He had no claim upon any 
part of that prince’s dominions, moil of which were fo iltu- 
ated, that he could not attack them without great difficulty' 
and difadvantage; whereas feveral maritime provinces of 
France had been long in the hands of the Englifli monarchs, 
whofe pretenfions, even to the crown of that kingdom, were 
not as yet altogether forgotten > and the pofleflion of Calais 
not only gave him eafy accefs into fome of thofe provinces, 
but in cafe of any difafter, afforded him a fecure retreat. 
While Charles attacked France on one frontier, Henry flat- 
tered himfelf that he Ihould find little refiftance on the o- 
ther, and that the glory of re-annexing to the crown of 
England the ancient inheritance of its monarchs on the con- 
tinent was referved for his reign. Wolfey artfully encou- 
raged thefe vain hopes, which led his mailer into fuch mea- 
fures as were moll fubfervient to his own fecret fchemes; and 
the Engliih, whofe hereditary animofity againft the French 
was apt to rekindle on every occafion, did not difapprove of 
the martial fpirit of their fovereign. 

Meanwhile the league between the pope and the empe- 
ror produced great eff'efts in Italy, and rendered Lombardy 
the chief theatre of war- There was, at that time, fueh 
contrariety between the charadlec of the French and Itali- 
ans, that the latter fubmitted to the government of the for- 
mer with greater impatience than they expreffed under the 
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flominion of other foreigners. The phlegm of the Ger- 
mans and gravity of the Spaoairds fuited their jealous tem- 
per and ceremonious manners better than the French gaiety, 
too prone to gallantry, and too little attentive to decorum. 
Lewis XII. however, by the equity and gentlenefs of his 
adminiftration, and by granting the Milanefe more exten- 
five privileges than thofe they had enjoved under their na- 
tive princes, had overcome, in a great meafure, their preju- 
dices, and reconciled them to the French government. 
Francis, on recovering that dutchy, did not imitate the ex- 
ample of his predecelfor. Though too generous himfelf 
to opprefs his people, his boundlefs confidence in his favou- 
rites, and his negligence in examining into the condudl: of 
thofe whom he entrufted with power, emboldened them 
to venture upon many afts ofopprefilon. The government 
of Milan was committed by him to Odet de Foix, Mare- 
i hal de Lautrec, another brother of Madame de Chateau- 
Briand, an officer of great experience and reputation, but 
haughty, imperious, rapacious, and incapable either of lif- 
tening to advice or of bearing contradiction. His infolence 
and exactions totally alienated the affedtions of the Milanefe 
from France, drove many of the confiderable citizens into 
baniiliment, and forced others to retire for their own fafety. 
Among the laft was Jerome Morone, vice-chancellor of 
Milan, a man whofe genius for intrigue and enterprife dif- 
tinguifhed him in an age and country, where violent fac- 
tions, as well as frequent revolutions, affording great fcope 
for fuch talents, produced or called them forth in great a- 
bundanee. He repaired to Francis Sforza, whofe brother 
Maximilian he had betrayed; and fufpefting the pope’s in- 
tention of attacking the Milanefe, although his treaty with 
the emperor was not yet made public, lie propofed to Leo, 
in name of Sforza, a fcheme for furpriiing feveral places in that 
dutchy by means of the exiles, who, from hatred to the 
French, and from attachment to their former mailers, were 
ready for any defperate enterprife. Leo not only encou- 
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raged the attempt, but advanced a confiderable fum towards 
the execution of it; and when, through unforefeen acci- 
dents, it failed of fuccefs in every part, he allowed the ex- 
iles, who had affembled in a body, to retire to Reggio, which 
belonged at that time to the church. The Marechal de 
Foix, who commanded at Milan in abfence of his brother 
Lautrec, who was then in France, tempted with the hopes 
of catching at once, as in a fnare, all the avowed enemies of 
his mailer’s government in that country, ventured to march 
into the ecclefiaftical territories [June 24], and to invetl 
Reggio. But the vigilance and condudt of Guicciardini 
the hillorian, governor of that place, obliged the French 
general to abandon the enterprife with difgracef. Leo, on 
receiving this intelligence, with which he was highly pleafed, 
as it furnilhed him a decent pretence for a rupture wjth 
France, immediately affembled the conhftory of cardinals. 
After complaining bitterly of the hoftile intentions of the 
French king, and magnifying the emperor’, zeal for the 
church, of which he had given a recent proof by his pro- 
ceedings againft Luther, he declared that he was conllrain- 
ed in felf-defence, and as the only expedient for the fecurity 
of the ecclefiaflical Hate, to join his arms to thofe of that 
prince. For this purpofe he now pretended to conclude a 
treaty with Don John Manuel, although it had really been 
figned fome months before this time; and he publicly ex- 
communicated De Foix, as an impious invader of St. Pe- 
ter’s patrimony. 

Leo had already begun preparations for war, by taking 
into pay a confiderable body of Swifs; but the Imperial 
troops advanced fo (lowly from Naples and Germany, that 
it was the middle of autumn before the army took the field 
under the command of Profper Colonna, the mod eminent 
of the Italian generals, whofe extreme caution, the effect 
of long experience in the art of war, was oppofed with 
great propriety to the impetuofity of the French. In the 

J Guic. lib. xiv. 183, Mem. de Beliay, p. 38, &c. 
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mean time, De Foix difpatched courier after courier to in- 
form the king of the danger which was approaching. Fran- 
cis, vvhofe forces were either employed in the Low Coun- 
tries, or affembling on the frontiers of Spain, and who did 
not expeft fo fudden an attack in that quarter, fent am- 
baffadors to his allies the Swifs, to procure from them the 
immediate levy of an additional body of troops ; and com- 
manded Lautrec to repair forthwith to his government. 
That general, who was well acquainted with the great ne- 
gledf of economy in the adminiftration of the king’s finan- 
ces, and who knew how much the troops in the Milanefe 
had already fuffered from the want of their pay, refufed to 
fet out unlefs the fum of three hundred thoufand crowns 
was immediately put into his hands. But the king, Louife 
of Savoy his mother, and Semblancy, the fuperintendent 
of finances, having promifed, even with an oath, that on his 
arrival at Milan he fhould find remittances for the fum which 
he demanded j upon the faith of this, he departed. Un- 
happily for France, Louife, a woman deceitful, vindi&ive, 
rapacious, and capable of facrificing any thing to the grati- 
fication of her pafiions, but who had acquired an abfolute 
afcendent over her fon by her maternal tendernefs, her care 
of his education, and her great abilities, was refolved not to 
perform this promife. Lautrec having incurred her dif- 
pleafure by his haughtinefs in neglecting to pay court to 
her, and by the freedom with which he had talked concern- 
ing fome of her adventures in gallantry, file, in order to de- 
prive him of the honour which he might have gained by a 
fuccefsful defence of the Milanefe, feized the three hundred 
thoufand crowns deftined for that fervice, and detained them 
for her own ufe. 

Lautrec, notwithftanding this cruel difappointment, 
found means to aflemble a conliderable army, though far in- 
ferior in number to that of the confederates, hie adopted 
the plan of defence moll fuitable to his fituation, avoiding a 
pitched battle with the greateft care, while he harafled the 
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enemy continually with his light troops, beat up their quar- 
ters, intercepted their convoys, and covered or relieved every 
place which they attempted to attack. By this prudent 
conduit, he not only retarded their progrefs, but would have 
foon wearied out the pope, who had hitherto defrayed al- 
molt the whole expence of the war, as the emperor, whofe 
revenues in Spain were diffipated during the commotions in 
that country, and who was obliged to fupport a numerous 
army in the Netherlands, could not make any confiderable 
remittances into Italy. But an unforefeen accident difeon- 
certed all his meafures, and occafioned a. fatal reverfe in the 
French affairs. A body of twelve thoufand Swifs ferved in. 
Lautrec’s army under the banners of the republic, with 
which France was in alliance. In confequence of a law, no 
lefs political than humane, eflablifhed among the cantons, 
their troops were never hired out by public authority to 
both the contending parties in any war. This law, how- 
ever, the love of gain had fometimes eluded, and private 
perfons had been allowed to enlifl in what fervice they pleaf- 
ed, though not under the public banners, but under thofe of 
their particular officers. The cardinal of Sion, who flill 
preferved his intereil among his countrymen, and his enmity 
to France, having prevailed on them to connive at a levy of 
this kind, twelve thoufand Swifs, iniligated by him, joined 
the army of the confederates. But the leaders in the can- 
tons, when they faw fo many of their countrymen marching 
under hoftile flandards, and ready to turn their arms againlt 
each other, became fo fenfible of the infamy to which they 
would be expofed by permitting this, as well as the lofs 
they might fuffer, that they difpatched couriers, command- 
ing their people to leave both armies, and to return forth- 
with into their own country. The cardinal of Sion, how- 
ever, had the addrefs, by corrupting the meffengers appoint- 
ed'to carry this order, to prevent it from being delivered 
to the Swifs in the fervice of the confederates; but being 
intimated in due form to thofe in the French army, they, fa- 
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tigued with the length of the campaign, and murmuring for 
want of pay, inftantly yielded obedience, in fpite of I>au- 
trec’s remonftrances and entreaties. 

After the defertion of a body which formed the ftrength 
of his army, Lautrec durft no longer face the confederates. 
He retired towards Milan, encamped on the banks of the 
Adda, and placed his chief hopes of fafety in preventing 
the enemy from palling that river; an expedient for defend- 
ing a country fo precarious, that there are few inftanees of 
its being employed with fuccefs againlt any general of expe- 
rience or abilities. Accordingly Colonna, notwithilanding 
Lautrec’s vigilance and aftivity, palled the Adda with little 
lofs, and obliged him to Ihut himfelf up within the walls of 
Milan, which the confederates were preparing to befiege, 
when an unknown perfon, who never afterwards appeared 
either to boaft of this fervice, or to claim a reward for it, 
came from the city, and acquainted Morone, that if the ar- 
my would advance that night, the Ghibelline or Imperial 
fa&ion, would put them in poflefiion of one of the gates. 
Colonna, though no friend to rafh enterprifes, allowed the 
marquis de Pefcara to advance with the Spanilh infantry, 
and he himfelf followed with the reft of his troops. About 
the beginning of night, Pefcara arrived at the Roman gate 
in the fuburbs, furprifed the foldiers whom he found there;, 
thole ported in the fortifications adjoining to it immediately 
fled; the marquis feizing the works which they abandoned, 
and pufliing forward inceffantly, though with no lefs cau- 
tion than vigour, became mafter of the city with little blood- 
Ihed, and almoft without rdiftance; the victors being as 
much aitonilhed as the vanquifhed at the facility and fuc- 
cefs of the attempt. Lautrec retired precipitately towards 
the Venetian territories with the remains of his lhattered ar- 
my; the cities of the Milanefe, following the fate of the 
capital, furrendered to the confederates; Parma and Placen- 
tia were united to the ecclefiaftical Hate, and of all their con- 
cpiefts in Lombardy, only the town of Cremona, the caftle 
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of Milan, and a few confiderable forts, remained in the hands 
of the French*. 

Leo received the accounts of this rapid fuccdlion of 
profperous events with fuch tranfports of joy, as brought 
on (if we may believe the French hiftorians) a flight fever, 
which being negledted, occafioned his death on the fecond 
of December, while he was ftill of a vigorous age, and at 
the height of his glory. By this unexpected accident, the 
fpirit of the confederacy was broken, and its operations 
fufpended. The cardinals of Sion, and Medici left the ar- 
my that they might be prefent in the conclave; the Svvifs 
were recalled by their fuperiors; fome other mercenaries 
difloandedfor want of pay; and only the Spaniards and a 
few Germans in the emperor’s fervice, remained to defend 
the Milanefe. But Lautrec, deflitute both of men and 
of money, was unable to improve this favourable opportu- 
nity in the manner which he would have wiflied. The vi. 
gilance of Morone, and the good conduft of Colonna, dif- 
appointed his feeble attempts on the Milanefe. Guicciar- 
dini, by his addrefs and valour, repulfed a bolder and more 
dangerous attack which he made on Parma f. 

Great difeord prevailed in the conclave which followed 
upon Leo’s death, and all the arts natural to men grown old 
in intrigue, when contending for the higheft prize an eccle- 
fiaftic can obtain, were praftifed. Wolfey’s name, not- 
withftanding all the emperor’s magnificent promifes to fa- 
vour his pretenflons, of which that prelate did not fail to 
remind him, was hardly mentioned in the conclave. Julio 
cardinal de Medici, Leo’s nephew, who was more eminent 
than any other member of the facred college for his abilities, 
his wealth, and his experience in tranfaCling great affairs, 
had already fecured fifteen voices, a number fufficient, ac- 

* Guic. 1. xiv. 190, &c. Mem. de Bellay, 42, &c. Galeacii 
Capelia de reb. geft. pro reflitut. Franc. Sfortiee Comment, ap. 
Scardium, vol. ii. 180, &c. 
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cording to the forms of the conclave, to exclude any other 
candidate, though not to carry his own eledtion. As he 
was {till in the prime of life, all the aged cardinals combined 
againft him, without being united in favour of any other per- 
fon. While thefe factions were endeavouring to gain, to 
corrupt, or to weary out each other, Medici and his adhe- 
rents voted one morning at the fcrutiny, which according to 
form was made every day, for cardinal Adrian of Utrecht, 
who at that time governed Spain in the emperor’s name. 
This they did merely to protradt time. But the adverfe 
party inftantly clofing with them, to their own amazement, 
and that of all Europe, a ftranger to Italy, unknown to the 
perfons who gave their fuffrages in his favour, and unac- 
quainted with the manners of the people, or the intereft of 
the Hate, the government of which they conferred upon him, 
was unanimoufly railed to the papal throne [January 9,] at 
ajundture fo delicate and critical, as would have demanded 
all the fagacity and experience of one of the molt able pre- 
lates in the facred college. The cardinals themfelves, un- 
able to give a reafon for this flrange choice, on account of 
which, as they marched in proceffion from the conclave, they 
were loaded with infults and curfes by the Roman people, 
afcribedit to an immediate impulfe of the Holy Ghoft. It 
may beimputed withgreater certainty to the influence of Don 
John Manuel, the Imperial ambaflador, who by his addrefs 
and intrigues facilitated the eledtion of a perfon devoted to 
his mailer’s fervice, from gratitude, from intereft, and from 
inclination*. 

Befide the influence which Charles acquired by Adrian’s 
promotion, it threw great luftre on his adminiftration. To 
bellow on his preceptor fuch a noble recompence, and to 
place on the papal throne one whom he had railed from ob- 
feurity, were adls of uncommon magnificence and power. 
Francis obferved, with the fenfibility of a rival, the pre-emi- 

* Ilerm. Moringi Vita Hadrian!, ap. Cafp. Burman. in Ana- 
ledt. de Hadr. p. 5 a. Conclave Hadr. Ibid. p. 144, &c. 
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nence which the emperor was gaining, and refolved to exert 
himfelf with f'refh vigour, in order to wreft from him his late 
conquefts in Italy. The Swifs, that they might make fome 
reparation to the French king, for having withdrawn their 
troops from his army fo unfeafonably as to occafion the lofs 
of the Milanefe, permitted him to levy ten thoufand men in 
the republic. Together with this reinforcement, Lautrec 
received from the king a fmall fum of money, which enabled 
him once more to take the field; and after feizing by fur- 
prife, or force, feveral places in the Milanefe, to advance 
within a few miles of the capital. The confederate army 
was in no condition to obftrudt his progrefs; for though the 
inhabitants of Milan, by the artifices of Morone, and by the 
popular declamations of a monk whom he employed, were 
inflamed with fuch enthufiaftic zeal againft the French go- 
vernment, that they confented to raife extraordinary contri- 
butions, Colonna mull foon have abandoned the advantage- 
ous camp which he had chofen at Bicocca, and have difmif- 
fed his troops for want of pay, if the Swifs in the French 
fervice had not once more extricated him out of his difficul- 
ties. 

The infolence or caprice of thofe mercenaries were often 
no lefs fatal to their friends, than their valour and difcipline 
were formidable to their enemies. Having now ferved fome 
months without pay, of which they complained loudly, a 
fum deftined for their ufe was fent from France under a con- 
voy of horfe; but Morone, whofe vigilant eye nothing e- 
fcaped, polled a body of troops in their way, fo that the 
party which efcorted the money durd not advance. On re* 
ceiving intelligence of this, the Swifs loft, all patience, and 
officers as well as foldiers crowding around Lautrec, threat- 
ened with one voice inftantly to r etire, if he did not either 
advance the pay which was due, or promifed to lead them 
next morning to battle. In vain did Lautrec remonftrate 
againft thefe demands, reprefenting to them the impoffibili- 
ty of the former, and the ralhnefs of the latter, which mull 

Vol. II. N 



THE REIGN OF THE B. 2* 138 

i>e attended with certain deftniclion, as the enemy occupied 
a camp naturally of great ftrength, and which by art they 
had rendered almoft inaccefiible. The Swifs, deaf to rea- 
fon, and perfuaded that their valour was capable of furmount- 
ing every obftacle, renewed their demand with greater fierce- 
nefs, offering themfelves to form the vanguard, and to begin 
the attack. Lautrec, unable to overcome their obftinacy, 
complied with their requeft, hoping, perhaps, that fome of 
thofe unforefeen accidents which fo often determine the fate 
of battles, might crown this rafh enterprife with undeferved 
fuccefs; and convinced that the effedts of a defeat could not 
•be more fatal than thofe which would certainly follow upon 
the retreat of a body which compofed one half of his army. 
Next morning [May] the Swifs were early in the field, and 
marched with the greatefl intrepidity againfl an enemy deep- 
ly entrenched on every fide, furrounded with artillery, and 
prepared to receive them. As they advanced, they fuftain- 
cd a furious cannonade with great firmnefs, and without 
waiting for their own artillery, rufhed impetuoufly upon the 
entrenchments. But after incredible efforts of valour, which 
were feconded with great fpirit by the French, having loft 
their braveft officers and beft foldiers, and finding that they 
could make no impreffion on the enemy’s works, they found- 
ed a retreat; leaving the field of battle, however, like men 
repulfed, but not vanquifhed, in clofe array, and without re- 
ceiving any moleftation from the enemy. 

Next day, fuch as furvived fet out for their own country; 
and Lautrec, defpairing of being able to make any farther 
refiflance, retired into France, after throwing garrifons into 
Cremona and a few other places; all which, except the cita- 
del of Cremona, Colonna foon'obliged tofurrender. 

Genoa, however, and its territories, remaining fubjeft to 
France, ftill gave Francis confiderable footing in Italy, and 
made it eafy for him to execute any fcheme for the recovery 
of the Milanefe. But Colonna, rendered enterprizing by 
continual fuccefs, and excited by the felicitations of the fac- 
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tion of Adorni, the hereditary enemies of the Fregofi, who 
under the proteftion of France pofTeffed the chief authority 
in Genoa, determined to attempt the redu£Hon of that hate; 
and accomplifhed it with amazing facility. He became 
mailer of Genoa by an accident as unexpected as that which 
had given him polfelfion of Milan; and almoft without op- 
polition or bloodlhed, the power of the Adorni, and the au- 
thority of the emperor, were eftablifhed in Genoaf. 

Such a cruel fucceffion of misfortunes affected Francis 
with deep concern, which was not a little augmented by the 
arrival of an Englilh herald, who, in the name of his fove- 
reign, declared war in form again!! France [May 29]. This 
ilep was taken in confequence of the treaty which Wolfey 
had concluded with the emperor at Bruges, and which had 
hitherto been kept fecret. Francis, though he had reafon 
to be furprifed with this denunciation, after having been at 
fuch pains to foothe Henry and to gain his miniller, receiv- 
ed the herald with great compofure and dignity §; and with- 
out abandoning any of the fchemes which he was forming 
againft the emperor, began vigorous preparations for refill • 
ing this new enemy. His treafury, however, being exhau!!- 
ed by the efforts which he had already made, as well as by 
the fums he expended on his pleafures, he had recourfe to 
extraordinary expedients for fupplying it. Several new of- 
fices were created, and expofed to fale; the royal demefnes 
were alienated; unufual taxes were impofed; and the tomb 
of St. Martin was llripped of a rail of maffive filver, with 
which Louis XL in one of his fits of devotion, had encircled 
it. By means of thefe expedients he was enabled to levy a 
confiderable army, and to put the frontier towns in a good 
pofture of defence. 

The emperor, meanwhile, was no lefs felicitous to draw 
as much advantage as poffible from the acceffion of fuch a 
powerful ally; and the profperous fituation of his affairs, at 

f Jovii Vita Ferdin. Davali, p. 344. Guic. 1. xiv. 233. 
§ Journal de Louil'e de Savoie, p. 199. 
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this time, permitting him to fet out for Spain, where his 
prefence was extremely neceffary, he vifited the court of Eng- 
land in his way to that country. He propofed by this in- 
terview not only to ftrengthen the bonds of friendihip which 
united him with Henry, and to excite him to pufh the war 
againft France with vigour, but hoped to remove any difgufl: 
or refentment that Wolfey might have conceived on account 
of the mortifying difappointment which he had met with in 
the late conclave. His fuccefs exceeded his moft fanguine 
expectations; and by his artful addrefs, during a refidence 
of fix weeks in England, he gained not only the king and 
the minifter, but the nation itfelf. Henry, whofe vanity 
was fenfibly flattered by fuch a viiit, as well as by the ftu- 
died refpect with which the emperor treated him on every 
occafion, entered warmly into all his fchemes. The cardi- 
nal forefeeing, from Adrian’s age and infirmities, a fudden 
vacancy in the papal fee, diflembled or forgot his refentment; 
and, as Charles, befides augmenting the penfions which he 
had already fettled on him, renewed his promife of favour- 
ing his pretenfions to the papacy, with all his intereft, he 
endeavoured to merit the former, and to fecure the accom- 
plifhment of the latter, by frdh fervices. The nation, fhar- 
ing in the glory of its monarch, and pleafed with the confi- 
dence which the emperor placed in the Engliih, by creating 
the earl of Surrey his high-admiral, difcovered no lefs incli- 
nation to commence hoftilities than Henry himfelf. 

In order to give Charles, before he left England, a proof 
of this general ardour, Surrey failed with fuch forces as were 
ready, and ravaged the coarts of Normandy. He then made 
a defcent on Bretagne, where he plundered and burnt Mor- 
laix, and fome other places of lefs confequence. After thefe 
flight excuriions, attended with greater dirtionour than da- 
mage to France, he repaired to Calais, and took the com- 
mand of the principal army, confifting of fixteen thoufand 
men; with which, having joined the Flemifh troops under 
the Count de Buren, he advanced into Picardy. The army 
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which Francis had affembled was far inferior in number to 
thefe united bodies. But during the long wars between the 
two nations, the French had diicovered the proper method 
of defending their country againft the Engliih. They had 
been taught by their misfortunes to avoid a pitched battle 
with the utmoft care, and to endeavour, by throwing garri- 
fons into every place capable of refiitance, by watching all 
the enemy’s motions, by intercepting their convoys, attack- 
ing their advanced pofls, and haraffing them continually 
with their numerous cavalry, to ruin them with the length 
of the war, or to beat them by piece-meal. This plan the 
duke of Vendome, the French general in Picardy, purfued 
with no lefs prudence than fuccefs; and not only prevented 
Surrey from taking any town of importance, but obliged 
him to retire with his army greatly reduced by fatigue, by 
want of provifions, and by the lofs which it had fuftained 
in feveral unfuccefsful fkirmiihes. 

Thus ended the fecond campaign, in a war the moft gene- 
ral that had hitherto been kindled in Europe ^ and though 
Francis, by his mother’s ill-timed refentment, by the difguft- 
ing infolence of his general, and the caprice of the mercena- 
ry troops which he employed, had loit his conquefts in Ita- 
ly, yet all the powers combined agaiuft him had not been 
able to make any imprefiion on his hereditary dominions; 
and wherever they eitlier intended or attempted an attack, 
he was well prepared to receive them. 

While the Chriftian princes were thus wafting each other’s 
ftrength, Solyman the Magnificent entered Hungary with a 
numerous army, and inveiling Belgrade, which was deemed 
the chief barrier of that kingdom againft the Turkifh arms, 
foon forced it to furrender. Encouraged by this fuccefs, 
he turned his victorious arms againft the ifland of Rhodes, 
the feat, at that time, of the knights of St. John of Jerufa- 
lem. 1 his fmall ftate he attacked with fuch a numerous ar- 
my as the lords of Alia have been accuftomed in every age 
to bring into the field. Two hundred thoufand men, and a. 
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fleet of four hundred fail, appeared againft a town defended 
by a garrifon confifling of five thoufand foldiers, and fix hun- 
dred knights, under the command of Viliiers de L’lfle A- 
dam, the grand mailer, whofe wifdom and valour rendered 
him worthy of that ftation at fuch a dangerous juncture. No 
fooner did lie begin to fufpeA the deflination of Solyman’s 
vaft armaments, tlian he difpatched melfengers to all the 
Chriflian courts, imploring their aid againft the common e- 
nemy. But though every prince in that age acknowledged 
Rhodes to be the great bulwark of Chriftendom in the eaft.y 

and trailed to the gallantry of its knights as the bell fecuri- 
tv againll the progrefs of the Ottoman arms;, though Adri- 
an, with a zeal which, became the head and father of the 
church, exhorted the contending powers to forget their pri- 
vate quarrels, and, by uniting their arms, to prevent the In- 
fidels from dellroying a fociety which did honour to the 
Chriftian name; yet fo violent and implacable was the ani- 
mofity of both parties, that regardkfs of the danger to 
which they expofed all Europe, and unmoved by the intrea- 
t its of the grand mailer, or the admonitions of the pope* 
they fullered Solyman to carry on his operations againil 
Rhodes without dillurbance. The grand mafles, after in. 
credible efforts of courage, of patience* and of military con- 
dudl during a fiege of fix months; after fuftaining many af- 
faults, and difputing every poll with amazing ebilinacy, was 
obliged at lafl to yield to numbers; and having obtained an 
honourable capitulation from the fultan,who admired and re- 
fpeeted his virtue, he furrendered the town, which was re- 
duced to a heap of rubbiih, and deftitute of every refourcef. 
Charles and Francis, alhamed of having occaiioned fuch a 
lofs to Chrillendom by their ambitious contefts, endeavour- 
ed to throw the blame of it on each other, while all Europe, 
with greater jullice, imputed it equally to both. The em- 
peror, by way of reparation, granted the knights of St. John 

f Fontanus de Bello Rhodio, ap Scard. Script Rer. Germam 
vcl. ii- p. HI!. P. Barre. Hill. d’Alleim tom. viii. 57. 
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the fmall ifland of Malta, in which they fixed their refidence, 
retaining, though with lefs power and fplendour, their an- 
cient fpirit and implacable enmity to the Infidels. 

BOOK III. 

Charles, having had the fatisfaftion of feeing hoftiluies 
begun between France and England, took leave of Henry, 
and arrived in Spain on the feventeenth of June. He found 
that country jufl beginning to recover order and flrength af- 
ter the miferies of a civil war, to which it had been expofed 
during his abfence; an account of the rife and progrefs of 
which, as it was but little connected with the other events- 
which happened in Europe, hath been referved to this place. 

No fooner was it known that the Cortes affembled in Ga- 
licia had voted the emperor a free gift, without obtaining the 
rcdrefs of any one grievance, than it excited univerfal indig- 
nation. The citizens of Toledo, who confidered themfelves, 
on account of the great privileges which they enjoyed, as 
guardians of the liberties of the Caflilian commons, finding 
that no regard was paid to the remonftrances of their depu- 
ties againft that unconftitutional grant, took arms with tu- 
multuary violence, and feizing the gates of the city which 
were fortified, attacked the alcazar, or caftle, which they 
foon obliged the governor to furrender. Emboldened by 
this fuccefs, they deprived of all authority every perfon 
whom they fupeCted of any attachment to the court, efla- 
blifhed a popular form of government, compofed of deputies 
from the feveral parifhes in the city, and levied troops in 
their own defence. The chief leader of the people in thefe 
infurre&ions was Don John de Padilla, the eldelt fon of the 
commendator of CaiHle, a young nobleman of a generous 
temper, of undaunted courage, and poffeffed of the talents 
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as well as of the ambition which, in times of civil difcord, 
raife men to power and eminence*. 

The refentment of the citizens of Segovia produced ef- 
fefts ftill more fatal. Tordefdlas, one of the reprefenta- 
tives in the late Cortes, had voted for the donative, and 
being a bold and haughty man, ventured upon his return, 
to call together his fellow-citizens in the great church, that 
he might give them, according to cuftom, an account of 
his conduct in that aifembly. But the multitude, unable 
to bear his infolence, in attempting to juftify what they 
thought inexcufable, buril open the gates of the church 
•with the utmoft fury, and feizing the unhappy Tordefdlas, 
dragged him through the llreets, with a thoufand curfes 
and infults, towards the place of public execution. In vain 
did the dean and canons come forth in proceffion with the 
holy facrament, in order to appeafe their rage. In vain did 
the monks of thofe monaiteries by which they paiTed, con- 
jure them on their knees, to fpare his life, or at lead to allow 
him time to confefs, and to receive abfolution of his fins. 
Without liftening to the diftates either of humanity or reli- 
gion, they cried out, “ That the hangman alone could ab- 
folve fuch a traitor to his countrythey then hurried him 
along with greater violence; and perceiving that he had 
expired under their hands, they hung him up with his head 
downwards on the common gibbet The fame fpirit feiz- 
ed the inhabitants of Burgos, Zamora, and feveral other 
cities; and though their reprefentatives, taking warning 
from the fate of Tordefillas, had been fo wife as to fave 
themfelves by a timely flight, they were burnt in effigy, 
their houfes razed to the ground, and their effefts confum- 
ed with fire; and fuch was the horror which the people had 
conceived againll them, as betrayers of the public liberty, 
that not one in thofe licentious multitudes would touch any 
thing, however valuable, which had belonged to themf. 

* Sandov. p. 77. f P. Mart. Ep. 671. 
f Sandov. 103. P. Mart. Ep. 674. 
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Adrian, at that time regent of Spain, had fcarcely fixed 
the feat of his government at Valladolid, when he was a- 
larmed with an account of thefe infurredlions. He immedi- 
ately affembled the privy council [June 5, 1520], to delibe- 
rate concerning the proper method of fupprefiing them. The 
counfellors differed in opinion; feme infilling that it was 
neceffary to check this audacious fpirit in its infancy by a 
fevere execution of juftice; others advifing to treat with 
lenity a people who had fome reafon to be incenfed, and not 
to drive them beyond all the bounds of duty by an ill-timed 
rigour. The fentiments of the former being warmly fup- 
ported by the archbilhop of Granada, prefident of the coun- 
cil, a perfon of great authority, but choleric and impetuous, 
were approved by Adrian, whofe zeal to fupport his maf- 
ter’s authority, hurried him into a meafure, to which, from 
his natural caution and timidity, he would otherwife have 
been averfe. He commanded Ronquillo, one of the king’s 
judges, to repair inllantly to Segovia, which had fet the 
firll example of mutiny, and to proceed againft the delin- 
quents according to law; and left the people Ihould be fo 
outrageous as to refill his authority, a confiderable body of 
troops were appointed to attend him. The Segovians, 
forefeeing what they might expeft from a judge fo well 
known for his aullere and unforgiving temper, took arms 
with one confent, and having muftered twelve thoufand 
men, Ihut their gates againft him. Ronquillo, enraged at 
this infult, denounced them rebels and outlaws, and his 
troops feizing all the avenues to the town, hoped that it 
would foon be obliged to furrender for want of provifions. 
The inhabitants, however, defended themfelves with vigour, 
and having received a confiderable reinforcement from Tole- 
do, under the command of Padilla, attacked Ronquillo, and 
forced him to retire with the lofs of his baggage and mili- 
tary cheft*. 

Upon this, Adrian ordered Antonio de Fonfeca, whom 

*Sandov. 11a. P. Mart. Ep. 679. Miniana, Contin. p. 1^. 



THE REIGN OF THE I46 B. 3. 

the emperor had appointed commander in chief of the forces 
in Caftile, to affemble an army, and to befiege Segovia in 
form. But the inhabitants of Medina del Campo, where 
cardinal Ximenes had eftablifhed a vaft magazine of mili- 
tary ftores, would not fuffer him to draw from it a train 
of battering cannon, or to deftroy their countrymen with 
thofe arms which had been prepared againfl; the enemies of 
the kingdom. Fonfeca, who could not execute his orders 
without artillery, determined to feize the magazine by 
force; and the citizens Handing on their defence, he aflault- 
ed the town with great brilknefs [Aug. 21^; but his 
troops were fo warmly received, that defpairing of carrying 
the place, he fet fire to fome of the houfes, in hopes that 
the citizens would abandon the walls, in order to fave their 
families and effects. Inftead of that the expedient to which 
he had recouri'e ferved only to iucreafe their fury, and he 
was repulfed with great difgrace, while the flames, fpread- 
ing from ftreet to ftreet, reduced to afhes almoft the whole 
town, one of the moil confiderable at that time in Spain, 
and the great mart for the manufactures of Segovia and 
feveral other cities. As the warehoufes were then filled 
with goods for the approaching fair, the lofs was immenfe, 
and was felt univerfally. This, added to the imprefiion 
which fuch a cruel aftion made on a people long unaccuf- 
tomed to the horrors of civil war, enraged the Caftilians 
almoft to madnefs. Fonfeca became the objeft of general 
hatred, and was branded with the name of incendiary, and 
enemy to his country. Even the citizens of Valladolid, 
whom the prefence of the cardinal had hitherto reftrained, 
declared that they could no longer remain ina&ive fpefta- 
tors of the fufferings of their countrymen. Taking arms 
with no lefs fury than the other cities, they burnt Fonfeca’s 
houfe to the ground, eleCted new magiftrates, railed foldiers, 
appointed officers to command them, and guarded their 
walls with as much diligence as if an enemy had been rea- 
dy to attack them. 
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The cardinal, though virtuous and difinterefted, and cap- 
able of governing the kingdom with honour in times of tran- 
quillity, pofTefled neither the courage nor the fagacity ne- 
celfary at fuch a dangerous juncture. Finding himfelf un- 
able to check thefe outrages committed under his own eye, 
he attempted to appeafe the people, by protefting that Fon- 
feca had exceeded his orders, and had by his rafh condudl 
offended him, as much as he had injured them. This con- 
defceniion, the effeif of irrefolution and timidity, rendered 
the malecontents bolder and more infolent; and the cardinal 
having foon afterwards recalled Fonfeca, and difmiffed his 
troops, which he could no longer afford to pay, as the trea- 
fury, drained by the rapacioufnefs of the Flemifh minifters, 
had received no fupply from the great cities, which were all 
in arms, the people were left at full liberty to aft without 
controul, and fcarcely any fhadow of power remained in his 
hands. 

Nor were the proceedings of the commons the effefts 
merely of popular and tumultuary rage; they aimed at obtain- 
ing redrefs of their political grievances, and an eftablifhment 
of public liberty on a fecure bafis, objefts worthy of all the 
zeal which they difcovered in contending for them. The 
feudal government in Spain was at that time in a Hate more 
favourable to liberty than in any other of the great Euro- 
pean kingdoms. This was owing chiefly to the number of 
great cities in that country, a circumflance I have already 
taken notice of, and which contributes more than any other 
to mitigate the rigour of the feudal inflitutions, and to in- 
troduce a more liberal and equal form of government. The 
inhabitants of every city formed a great corporation, with 
valuable immunities and privileges; they were delivered from 
a ftate of fubjeftion and vaflalage; they were admitted to 
a Confiderable (hare in the legiflature; they had acquired 
the arts of induitry, without which cities cannot fubfifl; 
they had accumulated wealth, by engaging in commerce; 
and being free and independent themfelves, were ever ready 
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to aft as the guardians of the public freedom and indepen- 
dence. The genius of the internal government eftablifhed 
among the inhabitants of cities, which, even in countries 
where defpotic power prevails moft, is deraocratical and re- 
publican, rendered the idea of liberty' familiar and dear to 
them. Their reprefentatives in the Cortes were accuftomed, 
with equal fpirit, to check the encroachments of the king 
and the oppreffion of the nobles. They endeavoured to ex- 
tend the privileges of their own order; they laboured to 
{bakeoff the remaining incumbrances with which the fpirit of 
feudal policy, favourable only to the nobles, had burdened 
them; and, confcious of being one of the moft; confiderable 
orders in the ftate, were ambitious of becoming the moft 
powerful. 

The prefent junfture appeared favourable for pufhing 
any new claim. Their fovereign was abfent from his do- 
minions; by the ill conduft of his minifters he had loft the 
efteem and affeftion of his fubjefts; the people, exafperated 
by many injuries, had taken arms, though without concert, 
almoft by general confent; they were animated with rage 
capable of carrying them to the moft violent extremes; the 
royal treafury was exhaufted; the kingdom deftitute of 
troops; and the government committed to a ftranger, of 
great virtue indeed, but of abilities unequal to fuch a truft. 
The firft care of Padilla, and the other popular leaders who 
obferved and determined to improve thefe circumftances, 
was to eftablifh fome form of union or affociation among the 
malecontents, that they might aft with greater regularity, 
and purfue one common end; and as the different cities had 
been prompted to take arms by the fame motives, and were 
accuftomed to confider themfelves as a diftinft body from 
the reft of the fubjefts, they did not find this difficult. A 
general convention was appointed to be held at Avila. De- 
puties appeared there in name of almoft all the cities entitled 
to have reprefentatives in the Cortes. They all bound 
themfelves, by folemn oath, to live and die in the fervice of 
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the king, and in defence of the privileges of their order; 
and afluming the name of the holy Junta, or afibciation, 
proceeded to deliberate concerning the date of the nation, 
and the proper method of redrefiing its grievances. The 
firft that naturally prefented itfelf, was the nomination of a 
foreigner to be regent; this they declared with one voice to 
be a violation of the fundamental laws of the kingdom, and 
refolved to fend a deputation of their members to Adrian, 
requiring him in their name to lay alide all the enfigns of 
his office, and to abftain for the future from the exercife of a 
jurifdiftion which they had pronounced illegal*. 

While they were preparing to execute this bold refolu- 
tion, Padilla accompliffied an enterprife of the greatell advan- 
tage to the caufe. After relieving Segovia, he marched 
fuddenly to Tordefillas [Aug. 29,] the place where the un- 
happy queen Joanna had refided fince the death of her huf- 
band, and being favoured by the inhabitants, was admitted 
into the town, and became mafter of her perfon, for the fecu- 
rity of which Adrian had neglected to take proper precau- 
tions't'. Padilla waited immediately upon the queen, and ac- 
ceding her with that profound refpedt, which ffie exadted 
from the few perfons whom ffie deigned to admit into her 
prefence, acquainted her at large with the miferable condi- 
tion of her Callilian fubjefts under the government of her 
fon, who being deftitute of experience himfelf, permitted 
his foreign minilters to treat them with fuch rigour as had 
obliged them to take arms in defence of the liberties of their 
country. The queen, as if ffie had been awakened out of a 
lethargy, exprefled great aftoniffiment, at what he faid, and 
told him, that as file had never heard, until that moment, of 
the death of her father, or known the fufferings of her people, 
no blame could be imputed to her, but that now ffie would 
take care to provide a fufficient remedy; and in the mean 

* P. Mart. Ep. 691. 
t Vita dell’ Imper. Carl. V. dell’ Alf. Ulloa. Yen. 1509. p. 67. 
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time, added (Tie, let it be your concern to do what is neceffa- 
ry for the public welfare. Padilla, too eager in forming a 
concluiion agreeable to his withes, miftook this lucid inter- 
val of reafon for a perfect return of that faculty; and ac- 
quainting the Junta with what had happened, advifed them 
to remove to Tordefillas, and to hold their meetings in that 
place. This was inftantly done; but though Joanna receiv- 
ed very gracioutly an addrefs of the Junta, befeeching her 
to take upon herfelf the government of the kingdom, and in 
token of her compliance admitted all the deputies to kifs her 
hand; though fhe was prefent at a tournament held on that 
occafion, and feemed highly fatisfied with both thefe cere- 
monies, which were conduced with great magnificence in 
order to pleafe her, file foon relapfed into her former melan- 
choly and fullennefs, and could never be brought, by any ar- 
guments or entreaties, to fign any one paper necelfary for 
the difpatch ofbufinefs*. 

The Junta, concealing as much as poffible this laft cir- 
cumftance, carried on all their deliberations in the name of 
Joanna; and as the Caftilians, who idolized the name of Ifa- 
bella, retained a wonderful attachment to her daughter, no 
fooner was it known that fhehad confented to affume the reins 
of government, than the people expreffed the mod; univerfal 
and immoderate joy; and believing her recovery to be com- 
plete, afcribed it to a miraculous interpofition of Heaven, in 
order to refcue their country from the oppreffion of foreign- 
ers. The Junta, confcious of the reputation and power 
which they had acquired by feeming to aft under the royal 
authority, were no longer fatisfied with requiring Adrian to 
refign the office of regent; they detached Padilla to Valla- 
dolid with a confiderable body of troops, ordering him to 
leize fuch members of the council as were dill in that city, to 
conduft them to Tordefillas, and to bring away the feals of 
the kingdom, the public archives, and treafury books. Padil- 
la, who was received by the citizens as the deliverer of his 

* Sandov. 164. P. Mart. Ep. 685, 686. 
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country, executed his commiffion with great exa&nefs; per- 
mitting Adrian, however, ftill to refide in Valladolid, though 
only as a private perfon, and without any jhadow of power*. 

The emperor, to whom frequent accounts of thefe tranf- 
aftions were tranfmitted while he was ftill in Flanders, was 
fenfible of his own imprudence and that of his minifters, in 
having defpifed too long the murmurs and remonftrances of 
the Caftilians. He beheld, with deep concern, a kingdom, 
the moft valuable of any he poffdfed, and in which lay the 
ftrength and finews of his power, juft ready to difown his 
authority, and on the point of being plunged in all the mi- 
feries of civil war. But though his prefence might have a- 
verted this calamity, he could not, at that time, vifit Spain 
without endangering the Imperial crown, and allowing the 
French king full leifure to execute his ambitious fehemes. 
The only point now to be deliberated upon, was, whether 
he (hould attempt to gain the malecontents by indulgence 
and conceffions, or prepare direftly to fupprefs them by force ; 
and he refolved to make trial of the former, while, at the 
fame time, if that fhould fail of fuccefs, he prepared for the 
latter. For this purpofe, he iffued circular letters to all the 
cities of Caftile, exhorting them in moft gentle terms, and 
with affurances of full pardon, to lay down their arms; he 
promifed fuch cities as had continued faithful, not to exa£t 
from them the fubfidy granted in the late Cortes, and offer- 
ed the fame favour to fuch as returned to their duty; he en- 
gaged that no office fhould be conferred for the future upon 
any but native Caftilians. On the other hand, he wrote to 
the nobles, exciting them to appear with vigour in defence 
of their own rights, and thofe of the crown, againft the ex- 
orbitant claims of the commons; he appointed the high ad- 
miral Don Fadrique Enriquez, and the high conftable of Ca- 
ftile, Don Inigo de Velafco, two noblemen of great abilities 
as well as influence, regents of the kingdom in conjundlion 
with Adrian ; and he gave them full power and inftru<ftions» 

* Saudov. 174. P. Mart. Ep. 791, 
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if the obdfnacy of the malecontents (hould render it necefla- 
ry, to vindicate the royal authority by force of armsy. 

Thefe conceffions, which, at the time of his leaving Spain, 
would have fully fatisfied the people, came now too late to 
produce any erfeft. The Junta, relying on the unanimity 
with which the nation fubmitted to their authority, elated 
with the fuccefs which hitherto had accompanied all their 
undertakings, and feeing no military force collected to de- 
feat or obltrudl their defigns, aimed at a more thorough re- 
formation of political abufes. They had been employed for 
fame time in preparing a remonvtrance containing a large 
enumeration, not only of the grievances of which they crav- 
ed redrefs, but of fuch new regulations as they thought ne- 
.ceiTary for the fecurity of their liberties. This remon- 
ftrance, which is divided into many articles relating to all 
the different members, of which the conftitution was com- 
pofed, as well as the various departments in the adminiftra- 
tion of government, furnifhes us with more authentic evi- 
dence concerning the intentions of the Junta, than can be 
drawn from the teftimony of the later Spanilh hiltorians, who 
lived in times when it became falhionable and even neceffary 
to reprefent the conduct of the malecontents in the worft 
light, and as flowing from the worft motives. After a long 
preamble concerning the various calamities under which the 
nation groaned, and the errors and corruption in govern- 
ment to which thefe were to be imputed, they take notice 
of the exemplary patience wherewith the people had endur- 
ed them, until felf-prefervation, and the duty which they 
owed to their country, had obliged them to affemble, in or- 
der to provide in a legal manner for their own fafety, and 
that of the conftitution: For this purpofe, they demanded 

that the king would be pleafed to return to his Spanifh do- 
minions and refide there, us all their former monarchs had 
done; that he would not marry but with confent of the 
Cortes; that if he fliould be obliged at any time to leave 

f. P. Heuter. Her. Aultr. lib. via. c. 6. p. i88. 
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the kingdom, it ihall not be lawful to appoint any foreigner 
tube regent; that the prefent nomination of cardinal Adri- 
an to that office ffiall inftantly be declared void; that he 
would not, at his return, bring along with him any Flemings 
or other ftrangers; that no foreign troops {hall, on any 
pretence whatever, be introduced into the kingdom; that 
none but natives (hall be capable of holding any office or be- 
nefice either in church or Hate; that no foreigner ffiall be 
naturalized; that free quarters ffiall not be granted to fol- 
diers, nor to the members of the king’s houfehold, for any 
longer time than fix days, and that only when the court is in 
a progrefs; that all the taxes ffiall be reduced to the fame 
ftate they were in at the death of queen Ifabella; that all 
alienations of the royal demefnes or revenues fince that 
queen’s death ffiall be refumed; that all new offices created 
fince that period ffiall be abolifhed ; that the fubfidy grant- 
ed by the late Cortes in Galicia, ffiall not be exacted; that 
in all future Cortes each city ffiall fend one reprefenta- 
tive of the clergy, one of the gentry, and one of the com- 
mons, each to be elefted by his own order; that the crown 
{hall not influence or direct any city with regard to the 
choice of its reprefentatives; that no member of the Cortes 
fnall receive an office or penfion from the king, either for 
himfelf or for any of hit family, under pain of death, and 
confifcation of his goods; that each city or community {hall 
pay a competent falary to its reprefentative, for his main- 
tenance during his attendance on the Cortes; that the 
Cortes ffiall affemble once in three years at leall, whether 
fummoned by the king or not, and ffiall then enquire into 
the obfervation of the articles now agreed upon, and delibe- 
rate concerning public affairs; that the rewards which have 
been given or promifed to any of the members of the Cortes 
held in Galicia, ffiall be revoked; that it ffiall be declared a 
capital crime to fend gold, filver o- jewels out of the king* 
dom; that judges fliall have fixed falaries affigned them, 
and ffiall not receive any ffiare of the fines and forfeitures of 

°3 



THE REIGN OF THE 154 B. p 

perfons condemned by them; that no grant of the goods of 
perfons accufed fhall be valid, if given before fentence was 
pronounced againft them; that all privileges which the no- 
bles have at any time obtained, to the prejudice of the com- 
mons, fhall be revoked; that the government of cities or 
towns fhall not be put into the hands of noblemen; tiiat 
the poflefiions of the nobility fhall be fubjedf to all public 
taxes in the fame manner as thofe of the commons; that an 
inquiry be made into the conduft of fuch as have been entrufl- 
cd with the management of the royal patrimony fince the 
acceflion of Ferdinand; and if the king do not within thirty 
days appoint perfons properly qualified for that fervice, it 
fhall be lawful for the Cortes to nominate them; that indul- 
gences fhall not be preached or difperfed in the kingdom un- 
til the caufe of publifhing them be examined and approved 
of by the Cortes; that all the money arifing from the fale 
of indulgences fhall be faithfully employed in carrying on 
war againft the Infidels; that fuch prelates as do not refide 
in their diocefes fix months in the year, fhall forfeit their re- 
venues during the time they are abfent; that the ecclefiafti- 
cal judges and their officers fhall not exaft greater fees than 
thofe which are paid in the fecular courts; that the prefent 
archbifhop of Toledo, being a foreigner, be compelled to 
refign that dignity, which fhall be conferred upon a Cailili- 
an; that the king fhall ratify and hold, as good fervice done 
to him and to the kingdom, all the proceedings of the Junta, 
and pardon any irregularities which the cities may have 
committed from an excefs of zeal in a good caufe: that he 
fhall promife and fwear in the moft folemn manner to ob- 
ferve all thefe articles, and on no occafion attempt either to 
elude, or to repeal them; and that he fhall never folicit the 
pope or any other prelate to grant him a dilpenfation or ab- 
fohition from this oath and promife*. 

Such were the chief articles prefented by the Junta to 
their fovereign. As the feudal inflitutions in the feveral 

' Sandov. ao6. P. Mart. Ep. 686. 
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kingdoms of Europe were originally the fame, the genius 
of thofe governments which arofe from them bore a ftrong 
refemblance to each other, and the regulations which the 
Caftilians attempted to eftablifh on this occafion, differ little 
from thofe which other nations have laboured to procure, 
in their ftruggles with their monarchs for liberty. The 
grievances complained of, and the remedies propofed by the 
Englifh commons in their contefts with the princes of the 
houfe of Stuart, particularly refemble thofe upon which the 
Junta now infilled. But the principles of liberty feem to 
have been better underlined, at this period, by the Caltili- 
ans, than by any other people in Europe; they had acquir- 
ed more liberal ideas with refpedt to their own rights and 
privileges; they had formed more bold and generous fenti- 
ments concerning government; and difeovered an extent 
of political knowledge to which the Englifh themfelves did 
not attain until more than a century afterwards. 

It is not improbable, however, that the fpirit of reforma- 
tion among the Caflilians, hitherto unreflrained by authori- 
ty, and emboldened by fuccefs, became too impetuous, and 
prompted the Junta to propofe innovations which, by alarm- 
ing the other members of the conllitution, proved fatal to 
their caufe. The nobles, who, inflead of obflrucling, had 
favoured or connived at their proceedings, while they con- 
fined their demands of redrefs to fuch grievances as had 
been occafioned by the king’s want of experience, and by 
the imprudence and rapacioufnefs of his foreign minifters, 
were filled with indignation when the Junta began to touch 
the privileges of their order, and plainly faw that the mea- 
fures of the commons tended no lefs to break the power of 
the ariflocracy, than to limit the prerogatives of the crown. 
The refentment which they had conceived on account of 
Adrian’s promotion to the regency, abated confiderably 
upon the emperor’s raifing the conllable and admiral to 
joint power with him in that office; and as their pride 
and dignity were lefs hurt by fuffering the prince to 
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poflefs an extenfive prerogative, than by admitting the 
high pretenfions of the people, they determined to give 
their fovereign the affillance which he had demanded of 
them, and began to affemble their vafTals for that purpofe. 

The Junta, meanwhile, expefted with impatience the 
emperor’s anfwer to their remonftrance, which they had ap- 
pointed fome of their number to prefent. The members en- 
trufted with this commifiion fet out immediately for Ger- 
many [Oct. 20], but having received at different places cer- 
tain intelligence from court, that they could not venture to 
appear there without endangering their lives, they flopt 
fhort in their journey, and acquainted the Junta of the in- 
formation which had been given them *. This excited 
fuch violent paflions as tranfported the whole party beyond 
all bounds of prudence or of moderation. That a king of 
Caflile fhould deny his fubjefts accefs into his prefence, or 
refufe to liften to their humble petitions, was reprefented as 
an aft of tyranny fo unprecedented and intolerable, that no- 
thing now remained but with arms in their hands to drive 
away that ravenous band of foreigners which encompaffcd 
the throne, who, after having devoured the wealth of the 
kingdom, found it neceffary to prevent the cries of an in- 
jured people from reaching the ears of their fo vertigo. 
Many infilled warmly on approving a motion which had 
formerly been made, for depriving Charles, during the life 
of his mother, of the regal titles and authority which had 
been too rafhly conferred upon him, from a falfe fuppofition 
of her total inability for government. Some propofed to 
provide a proper perfon to afiifl her in the adminiilration of 
public affairs, by marrying the queen to the prince of Cala- 
bria, the heir of the Aragonefe kings of Naples, who had 
been detained in prifon fince the time that Ferdinand had 
difpoiTeffed his anceflors of their crown. All agreed, that 
as the hopes of obtaining redrefs and fecurity, merely by 
prefenting their requefts to their fovereign, had kept them 

* Sandov. 143. 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 1522.] *57 

too long in a ftate of ina&ion, and prevented them from 
taking advantage of the unanimity with which the nation 
declared in their favour, it was now neceffary to collect their 
whole force, and to exert themfelves with vigour, in oppofing 
this fatal combination of the king and the nobility again ft. 
their liberties*. 

They foon took the field with twenty thoufand men. 
Violent difputes arofe concerning the command of this ar- 
my. Padilla, the darling of the people and foldiers, was 
the only perfon whom they thought worthy of this honour. 
But Don Pedro de Giron, the eldefl: fon of the Conde de 
Uruena, a young nobleman of the firft: order, having lately 
joined the commons out of private refentment againft; the 
emperor, the refpe£l due to his birth, together with a fe* 
cret defire of difappointing Padilla, of whofe popularity ma- 
ny members of the Junta had become jealous, procured him 
the office of general [Nov. 23]; though he foon gave them 
a fatal proof that he poffefled neither the experience, the abi- 
lities, nor the fteadinefs, which that important ftation re- 
quired. 

The regents, meanwhile, appointed Riofeco as the place 
of rendezvous for their troops, which, though far inferior 
to thofe of the commons in number, excelled them greatly 
in difcipline and in valour. They had drawn a confiderable 
body of regular and veteran infantry out of Navarre. Their 
cavalry, which formed the chief ftrength of their army, con- 
fifted moftly of gentlemen accuftomed to the military life, 
and animated with the martial fpirit peculiar to their order 
in that age. The infantry of the Junta was formed entirely 
of citizens and mechanics, little acquainted with the ufe of 
arms. The fmall body of cavalry which they had been abie 
to raife was compofed of perfons of ignoble birth, and per- 
fect ftrangers to the fervice into which they entered. The 
character of the generals differed no lefs than that of their 
troops. The royalifts were commanded by the Conde de 

* P. Mart. Ep. 688. 
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Haro, the conftable’s eldeft fon, an officer of great experi- 
ence and of diftinguiffied abilities. 

Giron marched with his army direftly to Riofeco, and 
feizing the villages and pafles around it hoped that the roy- 
alifts would be obliged either to furrender for want of pro- 
vifions, or to fight with difadvantage before all their troops 
were affembled. But he had not the abilities, nor his troops 
the patience and difcipline neceffary for the execution of 
fuch a fcheme. The Conde de Haro found little difficulty 
in condu&ing a confiderable reinforcement through all his 
polls into the town; and Giron, defpairing of being able to 
reduce it, advanced fuddenly to Villa-panda, a place belong- 
ing to the conltable, in which the enemy had their chief ma- 
gazine of provifions. By this ill-judged motion, he left Tor* 
defillas open to the royalills, whom the Conde de Haro led 
thither in the night, with the utmoll fecrecy and difpatch; 
and attacking the town [Dec. 5], in which Giron had left 
no other garrifon than a regiment of priefts railed by the bi- 
ffiop of Zamora, he, by break of day, forced his way into 
it after a defperate refiftance, became mailer of the queen’s 
perfon, took prifoners many members of the Junta, and re- 
covered the great feal, with the other enfigns of govern- 
ment. 

By this fatal blow, the Junta loll all the reputation and 
authority which they had derived from feeming to atl by the 
queen’s commands; fuch of the nobles as had hitherto been 
wavering or undetermined in their choice, now joined the 
regents with all their forces; and an univerfal conllernation 
feized the partizans of the commons. This was much in- 
creafed by the fufpicions they began to entertain of Giron, 
whom they loudly accufed of having betrayed Tordefillas to 
the enemy; and though that charge feems to have been def- 
titute of foundation, the fuccefs of the royalills being owing 
to Giron’s ill condudl rather than to his treachery, he fo 
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entirely loft credit with his party, that he refigned his com- 
miflion, and retired to one of his caftlesj. 

Such members of the Junta as had efcaped the enemy’s 
hands at Tordefdlas, fled to Valladolid; and as it would 
have required long time to fupply the places of thofe who 
were prifoners by a new eledlion, they made choice among 
themfelves of a fmall number of perfons, to whom they com- 
mitted the fupreme direction of affairs. Their army, which 
grew ftronger every day by the arrival of troops from diffe- 
rent parts of the kingdom, marched likewife to Valladolid; 
and Padilla being appointed commander in chief, the fpirits 
of the foldiery revived, and the whole party forgetting the 
late misfortune, continued to exprefs the fame ardent zeal 
for the liberties of their country, and the fame implacable 
animofity againft their oppreffors. 

What they flood moft in need of, was money to pay their 
troops. A great part of the current coin had been carried 
out of the kingdom by the Flemings; the ftated taxes levied 
in times of peace were inconfiderable; commerce of every 
kind being interrupted by the war, the fum which it yield- 
ed decreafed daily; and the Junta were afraid of difgufting 
the people by burdening them with new impofitions, to 
which, in that age, they were little accuftomed. But from 
this difficulty they were extricated by Donna Maria Pache- 
co, Padilla’s wife, a woman of noble birth, of great abilities, 
of boundlefs ambition, and animated with the moft ardent 
zeal in fupport of the caufe of the Junta. She, with a bold- 
nefs fuperior to thofe fuperftitious fears which often influ- 
ence her fex, propofed to feize all the rich and magnificent 
ornaments in the cathedral of Toledo; but left that adfion, 
by its appearance of impiety, might offend the people, (he 
and her retinue marched to the church in folemn proceffion, 
in mourning habits, with tears in their eyes, beating their 
breads, and falling on their knees, implored the pardon of 
the faints whofe (brines (he was about to violate. By this 

1 Mifcellaneous Trails by Dr. Mich. Geddes, vol. i. a;8. 
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artifice, which fcreened her from the imputation of facri- 
lege, and perfuaded the people that necefiity and zeal for a 
good caufe had conftrained her, though with rehufiance, to 
venture upon this aftion, fine ftripped the cathedral of what- 
ever was valuable, and procured a confiderable fupply of 
money for the Junta*. The regents, no lefs at a lofs how 
to maintain their troops, the revenues of the crown having 
either been difiipated by the Flemings, or feized by the com- 
mons, were obliged to take the queen’s jewels, together with 
the plate belonging to the nobility, and apply them to that 
purpofe; and when thofe failed, they obtained a fmall fum 
by way of loan from the king of Portugalf. 

The nobility difcovered great unwillingnefs to proceed to 
extremities with the Junta. They were animated with no 
lefs hatred than the commons againft the Flemings; they 
approved much of feveral articles in the remonflrance; they 
thought the junfture favourable, not only for redrelfing paft 
grievances, but for rendering the conflitution more perfect 
and fecure by new regulations; they were afraid, that while 
the two orders, of which the legiflature was compofed, waft- 
ed each other’s ftrength by mutual hoftilities, the crown 
would rife to power on the ruiu or weaknefs of both, and 
encroach no lefs on the independence of the nobles, than on 
the privileges of the commons. To this difpofition were 
owing the frequent overtures of peace which the regents 
made to the Junta, and the continual negotiations they car- 
ried on during the progrefs of their military operations. Nor 
were the terms which they offered unreafonable; for on con- 
dition that the Junta would pafs from a few articles moft 
fubveriive of the royal authority, or inconfiftent with the 
rights of the nobility, they engaged to procure the empe- 
ror’s confent to their other demands, which if he, through 
the influence of evil counfellors, fhould refufe, feveral of the 
nobles promifed to join with the commons in their endea- 

* Sandov. 308. de Bayle, art. Padilla, 
f P. Mart. Ep. 718. 
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vours to extort itf. Such divihons, however, prevailed a- 
mong the members of the Junta, as prevented their delibe- 
rating calmly, or judging with prudence. Some of the ci- 
ties which had entered into the confederacy, were filled with 
that mean jealoufy and dillrull of each other, which rival, 
fhip in commerce or in grandeur is apt to infpire; the con- 
llable, by his influence and promifes, had prevailed on the 
inhabitants of Burgos to abandon the Junta, and other no- 
blemen had fliaken the fidelity of fume of the lefler cities; 
no perfon had arifen among the commons of fuch fuperior 
abilities or elevation of mind as to acquire the direftion of 
their affairs; Padilla, their general, was a man of popular 
qualities, but diftrufled for that reafon by thofe of highelt 
rank who adhered to the Junta; the conduct of Giron led 
the people to view, with fufpicion, every perfon of noble 
birth who joined their party; fo that the flrongefl; marks of 
irrefolution, mutual diftruft, and mediocrity of genius, ap- 
peared in all their proceedings at this time. After many 
confultations held concerning the terms propofed by the re- 
gents, they fuffered themfelves to be fo carried away by re- 
fentment againft the nobility, that, rejecting all thoughts of 
accommodation, they threatened to llrip them of the crown 
lands, which they or their anceftors had ufurped, and to re- 
annex thefe to the royal domain. Upon this prepofterous 
fcheme, which would at once have annihilated all the liber- 
ties for which they had been ftruggling, by rendering the 
kings of Caftile abfolute and independent on their fubje&s, 
they were fo intent, that they now exclaimed with lefs vehe- 
mence againfl the exactions of the foreign miniflers, than a- 
gainfl the exorbitant power and wealth of the nobles, and 
feemed fo hope that they might make peace with Charles, 
by offering to enrich him with their fpoils. 

The fuccefs which Padilla had met with in feveral fmall 
encounters, and in reducing fome inconfiderable towns, 
helped to precipitate the members of the Junta into this 

t P. Mart. F.p. 695, 713. GedJes’s TrasAs, i. 261. 
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aneafure, filling them with fuch confidence in the valour of 
tfcheir troops, that they hoped for an eafy victory over the 
royalills. Padilla, that his army might not remain inaftive 
while flu (lied with good fortune, laid fiege to Torrelobaton, 
a place of greater ftrength and importance than any that he 
ihad hitherto ventured to attack, and which was defended by 
a fufncient garrifon; and though the befieged made a defpe- 
•rate refiftance, and the admiral attempted to relieve them, 
he took the town by ftorm [March I, 1531]], and gave 
it up to be plundered by his foldiers. If he had marched 
inftantly with his victorious army to Tordefillas, the head 
quarters of the royalifts, he could hardly have failed of mak- 
ing an effeftual impreffion on their troops, whom he would 
have found in aftonifhment at the brilknefs of his operations, 
and far from being of fufficient ftrength to give him battle. 
But the ficklenefs and imprudence of the Junta prevented j 
his taking this ftep. Incapable, like all popular affociations, 
•either of carrying on war or of making peace, they liftened 
again to overtures of accommodation, and even agreed to a 
iliort fufpenfion ef arms. This negotiation terminated in 
nothing; but while it was carrying on, many of Padilla’s 
foldiers, unacquainted with the reftraints of difciph'ne, went 
off with the booty which they had got at Torrelobaton; and 
others, wearied out by the unufual length of the campaign, 
-defertedf. The conftable too had leifure to affemble his for- 
ces at Burgos, and to prepare every thing for taking the 
field; and as foon as the truce expired, he effe&ed a junction 
with the Conde de Haro, in Ipite of all Padilla’s efforts to 
prevent it. They advanced immediately towards Torrelo- 
baton; and Padilla, finding the number of his troops fo di- 
minifhed that he durft not rifle a battle, attempted to retreat 
to Toro, which, if he could have accomplilhed, the invafion 
of Navarre at that junaure by the French, and the neceffity 
which the regents mull have been under of detaching men 
to that kingdom, might have faved him from danger. But 

f Sandov. 33<<' 
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Haro, fenfibje how fatal the confequences would be of fuf- 
fering him to efcape, marched with fuch rapidity at the 
head of his cavalry, that he came up with him near Vilialar- 
[April 233, and, without waiting for his iufantry>advan- 
ced to the attack. Padilla’s army, fatigued and diiheartened 
by their precipitant retreat, which they could not diilin- 
guilh from a flight, happened at that time to be palling 
over a ploughed held, on which fuch a violent rain had fal- 
len, that the foidiers funk almoft to the knees- at every ftep,- 
and remained expofed to the fire of fome field-pieces which 
the royalifts had brought along with them. All thefe cir- 
cUmllances fo difconeerted and intimidated raw foidiers, 
without facing the enemy, or making any- refiftancc, they 
fled in the utmoft: confufion. Padilla exerted himfelf with 
extraordinary courage and activity in order to rally them, 
though in vain; fear rendering them deaf both to his threats 
and intreaties; upon which finding matters irretrievable, and 
refolving not to furvive the difgrace of that day, and the- 
ruin of his party, he rufhed into the thickeft of the enemy; 

hut being wounded and difmounted, he was taken prifoner. 
His principal officers fhared the fame fate; the common 
foidiers was allowed to depart unhurt, the nobles being too- 
generous to kill men who threw down their arms*. 

h he refentment of his enemies did not fuffer Padilla to 
linger long in expectation of wliat fliould befal him. Next 
day he was condemned to lofe his head, though without any 
regular trial, the notoriety of the crime being fuppofed fuf- 
ficient to fuperfede the formality of a legal procefs. Pie 
was led inftantly to execution, together with Don John Bra- 
vo, and Don P rancis Maldonada, the former commander of 
the Segovians, and the latter of the troops of Salamanca. 
Padilla viewed the approach of death with calm but un- 
daunted fortitude; and when Bravo, his fellow fufferer, ex- 

* San do v. 345, ^c. _ P. Mart. Ep. 720. Miniana, Contin. p„ 
*”• Epitome de la Vide y Hechos del Emper. Carlos V. por D. , 
Juan Anton, de Vera y Zuniga. 4to. Madr. 1627. P- *9* 
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prefTed Tome indignation at hearing himfelf proclaimed a 
traitor, he checked him, by obferving, “ That yefterday 
was the time to have difplayed the fpirit of gentlemen, this 
day to die with the meeknefs of Chriitians.” Being per- 
mitted to write to his wife and to the community of Tole- 
do, the place of his nativity, he addreffed the former with a 
manly and virtuous tendernefs, and the latter with the exult- 
ation natural to one who confidered himfelf as a martyr for 
the liberties of his country *. After this, he fubmitted 

* The ftrain of thefe letters is fo eloquent and high fpirited, 
that I have tranflated them for the entertainment of my readers. 

"The Letter cf Don *Joln Padilla to his Wife. 
“ SENORA, 

“ If your grief did not 'affliifl me more than my own death, I 
fhould deem myfelf perfedlly happy. For the end of life being 
certain to all men, the Almighty confers a mark of diftinguifh- 
ing favour upon that perfon, for whom he appoints a death fuch 
as mine, which, though lamented by many, is neverthelefs accept- 
able unto him. It would require more time than I now have, to 
write any tiling that could afford you confolation. That my e- 
nemies will not grant me, nor do I wiih to delay the reception of 
that crown which I hope to enjoy. You may bewail your ow n 
lofs, but not my death, which, being fo honourable, ought not to 
he lamented by any. My foul, for nothing elfe is left to me, I be- 
queath to you. You will receive it, as the thing in this world 
which you valued moll. I do not write to my father Pero Lo- 
pez, becaufe I dare not; for though I have {hewn myfelf to be 
his fon in daring- to lofe my life, I have not been the heir of his 
good fortune. I will not attempt to fay any thing more, that I 
may not tire the executioner, who waits for me, and that I may 
not excite a fufpicion, that, in order to prolong my life, I lengthen 
out my letter. My fervant Sofia, an eye-witnefs, ami to whom 
I have communicated my molt fecret thoughts, will inform you 
of what I cannot now write; and thus I reft, expedting the iu- 
llrumeut of your grief, and of my deliverance.” 

His Letter to tie City of Toledo. 
“ To thee, the crown of Spain, and the light of the whole 

world, free from the time of the mighty Goths: to thee, who, by 
fhedding the blood of ltrangers,as well as thy own blood, halt re- 
covered liberty for thyfelf and thy neighbouring cities, thy legiti- 
mate fon, Juan de Padilla, gives information, how by the blood ot- 
itis body, thy ancient victories are to be refrefhed. It fate hath 
not permitted my adtions to be placed among your fucccfoful and 
celebrated exploits, the fault hath been in my ill fortune, not in 
my good will. This I requelt of thee as of a mother, to accept, 
iiuce God hath given me nothing more to lofe for thy fake, than 
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quietly to liis fate. Moft of the Spanilh hiftorians, accuf- 
tomed to ideas of government and of regal power, very dif- 
ferent from thofe upon which he afted, have been fo eager 
to tehify their difapprobation of the caufe in which he was 
engaged, that they have neglefted, or have been afraid to 
dojuitice to his virtues; and by blackening his memory, 
have endeavoured to deprive him of that pity which is fel- 
dom denied to illuftrious fulferers. 

The victory at Villalar, proved as decifive as it was com- 
plete. Valladolid, the molt zealous of all the affociated ci- 
ties, opened its gates immediately to the conquerors,- and be- 
ing treated with great clemency by the regents, Medina del 
Campo, Segovia, and many other towns, followed its ex- 
ample. This fudden difiblution of a confederacy, formed 
not upon flight difgufts, or upon trifling motives, into which 
the whole body of the people had entered, and which had 
been allowed time to acquire a confiderab'e degree of order 

I and confluence by eftablilhing a regular plan of govern- 
ment, is the ftrongefl: proof either of the inability of its 
leaders, or of fome fecret difeord reigning among its mem- 
bers. Though part of that army by which they had been 
fubdued was obliged, a few days after the battle, to march 
towards Navarre, in order to check the progrefs of the 
French in that kingdom, nothing could prevail on the de- 
jected commons of Callile to take arms again, and to em- 
brace fuch a favourable opportunity of acquiring thofe 

that which I am now to rc-linquiih. I am more folicitous about 
thy good opinion than about my own life. The fhiftings of for- 
tune, which never Hands ftill, arc many. But this I fee with 
infinite confolation, that I, the leaft of thy children, fuffer death 
for thee; and that thou haft nurfed at thy breafts futh as may 
take vengeance for my wrongs. Many tongues will relate the 
manner of my death, of which I am ftill ignorant, though I know 
it to be near. My end will teftify what was my defire. My 
foul I recommend to thee as to the patronefs of Chriftianity. Of 
my body I fay nothing, for it is not mine. I can write nothing 
more, for at this very moment I feel the knife at my throat, with 
greater dread of thy difpleafure, than apprehenfion of my owa 
pain.” Saudov. Hilt. vol. i. p. 478. 
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rights and privileges for which they had appeared fo zea- 
lous. The city of Toledo alone, animated by Donna Ma- 
ria Pacheco, Padilla’s widow, who, inftead of bewailing 
her hufhand with a womanifh forrow, prepared to revenge 
his death, and to profecute that caufe in defence of which 
he had fuffered, muft be excepted. Refpe& for her fex, 
or admiration for her courage and abilities, as well as fympa- 
thy with her misfortunes, and veneration for the memory of 
her hufband, fecured her the fame afcendant over the peo- 
ple which he had poffeffed. The prudence and vigour with 
which fhe acted, juftified that confidence they placed in her. 
She wrote to the French general in Navarre, encouraging 
him to invade Caftile by the offer of powerful affiftance. 
She endeavoured by her letters and emiffaries to revive the 
fpirit and hopes of the other cities. She raifed foldiers, and 
exacted a great fum from the clergy belonging to the cathe- 
dra', in order to defray the expence of keeping them on 
foot*. She employed every artifice that could interefl or 
inflame the populace. For this purpofe fhe ordered cruci- 
fixes to be ufed by her troops inftead of colours, as if they 
had been at war with infidels and enemies of religion; 
Ihe marched through the ftreets of Toledo with her fon, a 
young child, clad in deep mourning feated on a mule, hav- 
ing a ftandard carried before him, reprefenting the manner 
of his father’s executionf. By all thefe means fhe kept 
the minds of the people in fuch perpetual agitation as pre- 
vented their paffions from fubfiding, and rendered them in- 
fenfible ofthe dangers to which they were expofed, by {land- 
ing alone in oppofition to the royal authority. While the 
army was employed in Navarre, the regents were unable to 
attempt the reduction of Toledo by force; and all their en- 
deavours, either to diminifti-Donna Maria’s credit with the 
people, or to gain her by large promifes and the folicitations 
of her brother the Marquis de Mondeiar, proved ineffectual. 
Upon the expulfion of the French out of Navarre, part of 

* P: Mart. Ep. 737. f Sandov. 375. 
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the army returned into Caftile, and invefted Toledo. Even 
this made no impreflion on the intrepid and obftinate courage 
of Donna Maria. She defended the town with vigour, her 
troops in feveral Tallies beat the royalifts, and no progrefs 
was made towards reducing the place, until the clergy, 
whom Ihe had highly offended by invading their property, 
ceafed to fupport her. As foon as they received informa- 
tion of the death of William de Croy, archbifhop of Toledo, 
vvhofe poffeflion of that fee was their chief grievance, and 
that the emperor had named a Callilian to fucceed him, they 
openly turned againft her, and perfuaded the people that flic 
had acquired fuch influence over them by the force of en- 
chantments, that fhe was aflifted by a familiar daemon which 
attended her in the form of a Negro-maid, and that by its 
fuggeftions (he regulated every part of her condudt*. The 
credulous multitude, whom their impatience of a long block- 
ade, and defpair of obtaining fuccours either from the cities 
formerly in confederacy with them, or from the French, 
rendered defirous of peace, took arms againft: her, and driv- 
ing her out of the city, furrendered it to the royalifts [Oc- 
tober 26.3 She retired to the citadel, which ftie defended 
with amazing fortitude four months longer j and when re- 
duced to the laft extremities, ftie made her efcape in difguife 
[February xo,] and fled to Portugal, where fhe had many 
relations-)-. 

Upon her flight, the citadel furrendered. Tranquillity 
was re-eftabliftied in Caftile; and this bold attempt of the 
commons, like all unfuccefsful infurre£tions, contributed to 
confirm and extend the power of the crown, which it was 
intended to moderate and abridge. The Cortes ftill conti- 
nued to make a part of the Caftilian conftitution, and was 
fummoned to meet whenever the king flood in need of mo- 
ney; but inftead of adhering to their ancient and cautious 
form of examining and redrefiing public grievances, before 

* P. Mart. Ep. 727. 
t Sandov. 375. P. Mart. Ep. 754. Ferrer.yiii. 563. 
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they proceeded to grant any fupply, the more courtly cuf- 
tom of voting a donative in the firft place was introduced, 
and the fovereign having obtained all that he wanted, never 
allowed them to enter into any enquire', or to attempt any 
reformation injurious to his authority. The privileges 
which the cities had enjoyed were gradually circumfcribed 
or aboliihed; their commerce began from this period to de- 
cline ; and becoming lefs wealthy and lefs populous, they loft 
that power and influence which they had acquired in the 
Cortes. 

While Caftile was expofed to the calamities ofcivil war, 
the kingdom of Valencia was torn by inteftine commotions 
ftill more violent. The affociation which had been formed 
in the city of VTalencia in the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and twenty, and which was diftinguiftied by the name 
of the Germanada, continued to fu-bfift after the emperor’s 
departure from Spain. The members of it, upon pretext of de- 
fending the coafts againft the defcents of the corfairs of Bar- 
bary, and under fandtion of that permiffion which Charles had 
ralhly granted them, refufed to lay down their arms. But 
as the grievances which the Valencians aimed at redrefling, 
proceeded from the arrogance and exactions of the nobility, 
rather than from any unwarrantable exercife of the royal 
prerogative, their refentment turned chiefly againft the for- 
mer. As foon as they were allowed the ufe of arms, and 
became confcious of their own ftrength, they grew impatient 
to take vengeance of their oppreflbrs. They drove the no- 
bles out of molt of the cities, plundered their houfes, w'aft- 
ed their lands, and affaulted their caftles. They then pro- 
ceeded to eledt thirteen perfons, one from each company of 
tradefmen eftabliflied in Valencia, and committed the ad- 
miniftration of government to them, under pretext that they 
would reform the laws, eftabliih one uniform mode of dif- 
penfing juftice without partiality or regard to the diftindtion 
of ranks, and thus reftore men to fome degree of their ori- 
ginal equality. 
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The nobles were obliged to take arms in felf-defence. 
Hoftilities began, and were carried on with all the rancour 
with which refentment at opprefiion infpired the one party, 
and the idea of infulted dignity animated the other. As 
no perfon of honourable birth, or of liberal education, join- 
ed the Germanada, the councils as well as troops of the con- 
federacy were conduced by low mechanics, who acquired 
the confidence of an enraged multitude chiefly by the fierce- 
nefs of their zeal and the extravagance of their proceedings. 
Among fuch men, the laws introduced in civilized nations, 
in order to reftrain or moderate the violence of war, were 
unknown ordefpifed; and they run into the wildeft exceffes 
of cruelty and outrage. 

The emperor, occupied with fupprefiing the infurreCtion 
in Caftile, which more immediately threatened the fubverfion 
of his power and prerogative, was unable to give much at- 
tention to the tumults in Valencia, and left the nobility of 
that kingdom to fight their own battles. His viceroy, the 
Conde de Melito, had the fupreme command of the forces 
which the nobles raifed among the vaflals. The Germanada 
carried on the war during the years one thoufand five hun- 
dred and twenty and twenty-one with a more perfevering 
courage than could have been expefted from a body fo tu- 
multuary, under the conduft of fuch leaders. They defeat- 
ed the nobility in feveral a&ions, which, though not confi- 
derable, were extremely fliarp. They repulfed them in 
their attempts to reduce different towns. But the nobles 
by their fuperior fldll in war, and at the head of troops 
more accultomcd to fervice, gained the advantage in molt of 
the rencounters. At length they were joined by a body of 
Cultilian cavalry, which the regents difpatched towards Va- 
lencia, foon after their victory over Padilla at Villalar, and by 
their afiillance the Valencian nobles acquired fuch fuperio- 
rity that they entirely broke and ruined the Germanada. 
The leaders of the party were put to death almoft without 
any formality of legal trial, and fuffered fuch cruel punilh- 
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ments as the fenfe of recent injuries prompted their adver- 
faries to infiidl. The government of Valencia was re-eftab- 
lifhed in its ancient form*. 

In Aragon, violent fymptoms of the fame fpirit of dif- 
affcdtion and fedition which reigned in the other kingdoms 
of Spain, began to appear, but by the prudent conduft of 
the viceroy, Don John de Lanufa, they were fo far com- 
pofed, as to prevent their breaking out into any open infur- 
redlion. But in the ifland of Majorca, annexed to the 
crown of Aragon, the fame caufes which had excited the 
commotions in Valencia, produced effe£Is no lefs violent. 
The people, impatient of the hardfhips which they had en- 
dured under the rigid jurifdiclion of the nobility, took arms 
in a tumultuary manner [March 19, 152ij; depofed their 
viceroy; drove him out of the ifland; and maffacred every 
gentleman who wasfo unfortunate as to fall into their hands. 
The obftinacy with which the people of Majorca, perfifled 
in their rebellion, was equal to the rage with which they 
began it. Many and vigorous efforts were rcquifite in or- 
der to reduce them to obedience; and tranquillity was re- 
eftablifhed in every part of Spain, before the Majorcans 
could be brought to fubmit to their fovereignf. 

While the fpirit of difaffedion was fo general among; 
the Spaniards, and fo many caufes concurred in precipitat- 
ing them into fuch violent meafures in order to obtain the 
redrefs of their grievances, it may appear ftrange that the 
malecontents in the different kingdoms fliould have carried 
on their operations without any mutual concert, or even any 
intercourfe with each othei\ By uniting their councils and 
arms, they might have a&ed both with greater force and 
with more effed. The appearance of a national confedera- 

* Argenfola Armales de Aragon, cap. 75,90,99,118. Sayes 
Annales de Aragon, cap. 5, is, See. P. Marti Ep. lib. xxxiii. & 
xxxiv. pafiira. Ferrer. Hilt. d’Efpagne, vin. 54a, 564, &c. 

f Argenfola Annales de Arragon, c. 113. Ferrer. Hilt, viii^ 
54a. Sayes Annales de Aragon, c. 7. 11, 14, 76, 81. Ferreras 
Hilt. d’Efpagne, viii. 579, &c. 609. 
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cy would have rendered it no lefs refpcftable among the 
people than formidable to the crown; and the emperor, un- 
able to refill fuch a combination, mull have complied with 
any terms which the members of it Ihould have thought lit 
to prefcribe. Many things, however, prevented the Span- 
iards from forming themfelves into one body, and purfuing 
common meafures. The people of the different kingdoms 
in Spain, though they were become the fubjefts of the fame 
fovereign, retained, in full force, their national antipathy to 
each other. The remembrance of their ancient rivallhip 
and hollilities was hill lively, and the fenfe of reciprocal in- 
juries fo llrong, as to prevent them from adling with confi- 
dence and concert. Each nation chofe rather to depend on 
its own efforts, and to maintain the llruggle alone, than to 
implore the aid of neighbours whom they dillrulled and 
hated. At the fame time the forms of government in the 
feveral kingdoms of Spain were fo different, and the griev- 
ances of which they complained, as well as the alterations 
and amendments in policy which they attempted to intro- 
duce, fo various, that it was not eafy to bring them to unite 
in any common plan. To this difunion Charles was indebt- 
ed for the prefervation of his Spanifn crowns; and while 
each of the kingdoms followed feparate meafures, they were 
all obliged at lall to conform to the will of their fovereign. 

The arrival of the emperor in Spain filled his fubjedls who 
had been in arms againll him with deep apprehenfions, from 
which he foon delivered them by an acl of clemency no lefs 
prudent than generous. After a rebellion fo general, fearce- 
ly twenty perfons, among fo many criminals obnoxious to 
the law, had been punilhed capitally in Caftile. Though 
llrongly folicited by his council, Charles refufed to Ihed any 
more blood by the hands of the executioner; and publilhed 
a general pardon [October 28], extending to all crimes com- 
mitted fince the commencement of the infurredlions, from 
which only fourfeore perfons were excepted. Even thefe he 
feems to have named, rather with an intention to intimidate 
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others, than from any inclination to feize them; for when an 
officious courtier offered to inform him where one of the 
moil confiderable among them was concealed, he avoided it by 
a good-natured pleafantry; “ Go, ” fays he, “ I have now no 
reafon to be afraid of that man, but he has fome caufe to 
keep at a diffance from me, and you would be better em- 
ployed in telling him that I am here, than in acquainting me 
with the place of his retreatf. By this appearance of mag- 
nanimity, as well as by his care to avoid every thing which 
had difgufted the Caililians during his former refidence a- 
mongthem; by his addrefs in affuming their manners, in 
fpeaking their language, and in complying with all their hu- 
mours and cuftoms, he acquired an afeendant over them 
which hardly any of their native monarchs had ever attained, 
and brought them to fupport him in all his enterprizes with 
a zeal and valour to which he owed much of liis fuccefs and 
grandeur *. 

About the time that Charles landed in Spain, Adrian fet 

out for Italy to take poffeffion of his new dignity. But 
though the Roman people longed extremely for his arrival, 
they could not, on his firft appearance, conceal their furprize 
and difappointment. After being accuftomcd to the princely 
magnificence of Julius, and the elegant fplendour of Leo, 
they beheld with contempt an old man of an humble deport- 
ment, and of auftere manners, an enemy to pomp, dcllitute 
of tafte in the arts, and unadorned with any of the external 
accomplilhments which the vulgar expect in thofe raifed to 
eminent ftationsj. Nor did his political views and maxims 
feem lefs ftrange and aftoniihing to the pontifical minifters. 
He acknowledged and bewailed the corruptions which a- 
bounded in the church, as well as in the court of Rome, and 

f Sandov. 377, &c. Vida del Emper. Carlos, por Don Juan. An- 
ton. de Vera y Zuniga, p. 30. 

* Ulloa Vita de Carlo V. p 8j. 
{ Guic. 1. xv. 138. Jovii Vita Adriani, 177. Bcllefor. Epitr. 

des Princ. 84. 



1522.3 EMPEROR CHARLES V. V]^ 

prepared to reform both; he difcovered no intention of ag- 
grandizing his family; he even fcrupled at retaining fuch ter- 
ritories as fame of his predeceffors had acquired by violence 
or fraud, rather than by any legal title, and for that reafon 
lie invefted Francefco Maria de Rovere anew in the dutchy 
of Urbino, of which Leo had flripped him, and furrendered 
to the duke of Ferrara, feveral places wrefted from him 
by the church*. To men little habituated to fee princes 
regulate their conduit by the maxims of morality and the 
principles of juftice, thefe actions of the new pope appeared 
incontellable proofs of his weakngfs or inexperience. Adri- 
an, who was a perfeit (tranger to the complex and intricate 
fyftem of Italian politics, and who could place no confidence 
in perfons wliofe fubtile refinements in bufinefs fuited fo ill 
with the natural fimplicity and candour of his own charac- 
ter, being often embarrafied and irrefolute in his deliberations, 
the opinion of his incapacity daily increaled, until both his 
perfon and government became objects of ridicule among 
his fubjectsl. 

Adrian, though devoted to the emperor, endeavoured to 
alfume the impartiality which became the common father of 
Chrillendom, and laboured to reconcile the contending prin- 
ces, in order that they might unite in a league againll Soly- 
man, whofe conquefl of Rhodes rendered him more formi- 
dable than ever to Europe §. But this was an undertaking 
far beyond his abilities. To examine fuch a variety of pre- 
tenfions, to adjuft fuch a number of interfering interells, to 
extinguilh the paffions which ambition, emulation, and mu- 
tual injuries had kindled, to bring fo many hoftile powers to 
purfue the fame fcheme with unanimity and vigour, requir- 
ed not only uprightnefs of intention, but great fuperiority 
both of underllanding and addrefs. The Italian Hates were 

* Guic. lib. xv. 240. 
j Jov. Vita Adr. 118. P. Mart. Ep. 7 74. Rufeelli Lettres de 

Pnnc. vol. 1. ii7, 96, 101. 
§ Bellefor. Epitr. p. 86. 
Vol. II. O 
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no lefs defirous of peace than the pope. The Imperial ar- 
my under Colonna was {till kept on foot; but as the em- 
peror’s revenues in Spain, in Naples, and in the Low Coun- 
tries, were either exhaufted or applied to fome other pur- 
pofe, it depended entirely for pay and fubfiflence on the Ita- 
lians. A great part of it was quartered in the ecclefiailical 
ftate, and monthly contributions were levied upon the Flo- 
rentines, the Milanefe, the Genoefe, and Lucchefe, by the 
viceroy of Naples; and though all exclaimed againft fuch 
oppreflion, and were impatient to be delivered from it, the 
dread of worfe confequences from the rage of the army, or 
the refentment of the emperor, obliged them to fubmit*. 

1523.] So much regard, however, was paid to the pope’s 
exhortations, and to a bull which he iflued, requiring all 
Chriftian princes to confent to a truce for three years, that 
the Imperial, the French, and Englifh ambaffadors at Rome, 
were empowered by their refpeftive courts to treat of that 
matter; but while they wafted their time in fruitlefs nego- 
tiations, their mailers continued their preparations for war. 
The Venetians, who had hitherto adhered with great firm- 
uefs to their alliance with Francis, being now convinced that 
his affairs in Italy were in a defperate fituation, entered in- 
to a league againft him with the emperor [June 28;] to 
which Adrian, at the inftigation of his countryman and 
friend Charles de Lannoy, viceroy of Naples, who perfuad- 
cd him that the only obftacles to peace arofe from the am- 
bition of the French king, foon after acceded. The other 
Italian Hates followed their example; and Francis was left 

tvithout a fingle ally to refill the efforts of fo many enemies, 
whole armies threatened, and whole territories encompaffed, 
his dominions on every fidef. 

The dread of this powerful confederacy, it was thought, 
would have obliged Francis to keep wholly on the defentive, 

4©r at leaft have prevented his entertaining any thoughts of 

• Guic. 1. xv. 238. 
f Guic. 1. xv. 241, 248* 
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marching into Italy. But it was the charafter of that 
prince, too apt to become remifs, and even, negligent on or- 
dinary occalions, to roufe at the approach of danger, and not 
only to encounter it with fpirit and intrepidity, qualities 
which never forfook him, but to provide againft it with di- 
ligence and induitry. Before his enemies were ready to ex- 
ecute any of their fchemes, Francis had affembled a nume- 
rous army. His authority over his own fubje&s was far 
greater than that which Charles or Henry pofiefled over 
theirs. They depended on their diets, their Cortes, and 
their parliaments, for money, which was ufually granted 
them in fmall fums, very flowly, and with much reludance. 
The taxes he could impofe were more confiderable, and levi- 
ed with greater difpatch; fo that on this, as well as on o- 
ther occaiions, he brought his armies into the held while 
they were only devifmg ways and means for railing theirs. 
Senfible of this advantage, Francis hoped to difconcert all 
the emperor’s fchemes by marching in perfon into the Mi- 
lanefe; and this bold meafure, the more formidable becaufe 
unexpected, could fcarcely have failed of producing that ef- 
fe£t. But when the vanguard of his army had already 
reached Lyons, and he himfelf was haftening after it with a 
fecond diviiion of his troop?, the difeovery of a domellic 
confpiracy, which threatened the ruin of the kingdom, o- 
bliged him to Hop fhort, and to alter his meafures. 

1 he author of this dangerous plot was Charles duke of 
Bourbon, lord high conllable, whofe noble birth, vait for- 
tune, and high office, raifed him to be the moll powerful 
fubjedl in France, as his great talents, equally fuited to the 
field or the council, and his fignal fervices to the crown, ren- 
dered him the moil illuftrious and deferving. The near re- 
femblance between the king and him in many of their quali- 
ties, both being fond of war, and ambitious to excel in man- 
ly exercifes, as well as their equality in age, and their proxi- 
mity of blood, ought naturally to have fecured to him a con- 

fideiable ihare in that monarch’s favour. But unhappily 

Q^2 
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Louife, the king’s mother, had contra&ed a violent averiion 
to the houfe of Bourbon, for no better reafon than becaufc 
Anne of Bretagne, the queen of Louis the XII. with whom 
Ihe lived in perpetual enmity, had difcovered a peculiar at- 
tachment to that branch of the royal family j and had taught 
her fon, who was too fufceptible of any impreflion which 
his mother gave him, to view all the conftable’s aftions with 
a mean and unbecoming iealoufy. His diftinguilhed merit 
at the battle oi Marignano had not been fufficiently reward- 
ed ; he had been recalled from the government of Milan up- 
on very frivolous pretences, and had met with a cold recep- 
tion, which his prudent condudf in that difficult flation did 
not deferve; the payment of his penfions had been fufpend- 
ed without any good caufe; and during the campaign of 
one thoufand five hundred and twenty-one, the king as has 
already been related, had affronted him in prefence of the 
w hole army, by giving the command of the van to the duke 
of Alengon. The conftable, at firlt, bore thefe indignities 
with greater moderation than could have been expected from 
an high-fpirited prince, confcious of what was due to his 
rank and to his fervices. Such a multiplicity of injuries, 
however, exhaufted his patience; and infpiring him with 
thoughts of revenge, he retired from court, and began to 
hold a fecret correfpondence with fome of the emperor’s mi- 
ll ifters. 

About that time the dutchefs of Bourbon happened to die 
without leaving any children. Louife, of a difpofition no 
lefs amorous than vindictive, and {till fufceptible of the ten- 
der paffions at the age of forty-fix, began to view the con- 
(table, a prince as amiable as he was accoroplifhed, with o- 
ther eyes; and notwithflanding the great difparity of their 
years, (he formed the fcheme of marrying him. Bourbon, 
who might have expeCted every thing to which an ambi- 
tious mind can afpire, from the doating fondnefs of a wo- 
man who governed her fon and the kingdom, being incap- 
able either of imitating the queen in her fudden tranfitiou 
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from hatred to love, or of diffembling fo meanly as to pre- 
tend affection for one who had perfecuted him fo long with 
unprovoked malice, not only rejected the match, but embit- 
tered his refufal by feme fevere raillery on Louife’s perfon 
and character. She, finding herfelf not only contemned but 
infulted, her difappointed love turned into hatred, and fince 
fhe could not marry, (he refolved to ruin Bourbon. 

For this purpofe (lie confulted with chancellor Du Prat, 
a man who, by a bafe proftitution of great talents and of 
fuperior (kill in his profeffion, had rifen to that high office. 
By his advice, a law-fuit was commenced againfl the confta- 
ble, for the whole eftate belonging to the houfe of Bourbon. 
Part of it was claimed in the king’s name, as having fallen 
to the crown; part in that of Louife, as the neared heir in 
blood of the deceafed dutchefs. Both thefe claims were e- 
qually deftitute of any foundation in juftice; but Louife, by 
her folicitations and authority, and Du Prat, by employing 
all the artifices and chicanery of lawr, prevailed on the judges 
to order the eftate to be fequeftered. This unjuft decifion 
drove the conftable to defpair, and to meafures which de- 
fpair alone could have dictated. He renewed his intrigues 
in the Imperial court, and flattering himfelfthat the injuries 
which he had fuffered would juftify his having recourle to 
any means in order to obtain revenge, he offered to trans- 
fer his allegiance from his natural fovereign to the emperor, 
and to affift him in the conqueft of France. Charles, as 
well as the king of p.ngland, to whom the fecret was com- 
municated*, expecting prodigious advantages from his re- 
volt, were ready to receive him with open arms, and fpared 
neither promifes nor allurements which might help to con- 
firm him in his refolution. The emperor offered him in 
marriage his fifter Eleanor, the widow of the king of Portu- 
gal, with an ample portion. He was included as a princi- 
pal in the treaty between Charles and Henry. The coun- 
ties of Provence and Dauphine were to be fettled on bins 

* Rvmer’s Feeder, xiii. 'qt, 
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with the title of king. The emperor engaged to enter France 
by the Pyrenees; and Henry, fupported by the Flemings, 
to invade Picardy; while twelve thoufand Germans, levied 
at their common charge, were to penetrate into Burgundy, 
and to aid in concert with Bourbon, who undertook to raife 
fix thoufand men among his friends and vaffals in the heart 
of the kingdom. The execution of this deep-laid and dan- 
gerous plot was fufpended, until the king fhould crofs the 
Alps with the only army capable of defending his dominions; 
and as he was far advanced in his march for that purpofe, 
France was on the brink of dellru6lion$. 

Happily for that kingdom, a negotiation which had now 
bten carrying on for feveral months, though conduced with 
the moft profound fecrecy, and communicated only to a few 
rhofen confidents, could not altogether efcape the obferva- 
tion of the reil of the conftable’s numerous retainers, render- 
ed more inquilitive by finding that they were diltrufted. 
Two of thefe gave the king fome intimation of a myfterious 
correfpondence between their mailer and the count de Roeux, 
a Flemiih nobleman of great confidence with the emperor. 
Francis, who could not bring himfelf to fufpeft that the firil 
prince of the blood would be fo bafe as to betray the king- 
dom to its enemies, immediately repaired to Moulines, 
where the conilable was in bed, feigning indifpofition that 
he might not be obliged to accompany the king into Italy, 
and acquainted him of the intelligence which he had receiv- 
ed. Bourbon, with great folemnity, and the moft impoiing 
affectation of ingenuity and candour, afferted his own inno- 
cence; and as his health, he faid, was now more confirmed, 
he promifed to join the army within a few days. Francis, 
open and candid himfelf, and too apt to be deceived by the 
appearance of thofe virtues in others, gave fuch credit to 
what he faid, that he refufed to aireft him, although advifed 
to take that precaution by his wifeft counfellors; and as if 

5 Thuani Hift. lib. i c. 10. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. viii, c. iE. 
|i. 107. 
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the danger had been over, he continued his march towards 
Lyons. The conitable fet out foon after [September], 
feemingly with an intention to follow him; but turning fud- 
denly to the left, he croffed the Rhone, and after infinite 
fatigue and peril, efcaped all the parties which the king; 
who became fenfible too late of his own credulity, fent out 
to intercept him, and reached Italy in fafety||. 

Francis took every pofiible precaution to prevent the bad 
cffeds of the irreparable error which he had committed. He 
put garrifons in all the places of ftrength in the conftable’s 
territories. He feized all the gentlemen whom he could 
fufpetl of being his afibciates; and as he had not hitherto 
difcovered the whole extent of the confpirator’s fchemes, nor 
knew how far the infeftion had fpread among his fubjeCls, 
he was afraid that his abfence might encourage them to 
make fome defperate attempt, and for that reafon relinquifh- 
ed his intention of leading his army in perfon into Italy. 

He did not, however, abandon his defign on the Milanefe, 
but appointed Admiral Bonnivet to take the fupreme com- 
mand in his ftead, and to march into that country with ai» 
army thirty thoufand ftrong. Bonnivet did not owe this 
preferment to his abilities as a general; for of all the talents 
requifite to form a great commander, he poffefied only per- 
fonal courage, the loweft and the moft common. But he 
was the moft accomplilhed gentleman in the French court, 
of agreeable manners and infinuating addrefs, and a fpright- 
ly converfation; and Francis, who lived in great familiarity 
with his courtiers, was fo charmed with thefe qualities, that 
he honoured him on all occafions, with the moft partial and 
diftinguiftiing marks of his favour. He was, befides, the 
implacable enemy of Bourbon; and as the king hardly knew 
whom to truft at that junfture, he thought the chief com- 
mand could be lodged no where fo fafely as in his hands. 

Colonna, who was entrufted with the defence of the Mi- 

ll Mem. de Ikllay, p. 64, &c. Pafquier Rechcrches de la France, 
p. 481. 
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Janefe, his own conqueft, was in no condition to refift fuch 3 
formidable army. He was deftitute of money fufficient to 
pay his troops, which were reduced to a fmall number by 
ficknefs or defertion, and had, for that reafon, been obliged 
to negleft every precaution neceffary for the fecurity of the 
country. The only plan which he formed was to defend 
the paflage of the river Tefino againfl: the French; and as 
if he had forgotten how eafily he himfelf had difconcerted a 
fimilar fcheme formed by Lautrec, he promifed with great 
confidence on its being effectual. But in fpite of all his cau- 
tion, it fucceeded no better with him than with Lautrec. 
Bonnivet palled the river without lofs, at a ford which had 
been neglected, and the Imperialifts retired to Milan, pre- 
paring to abandon the town as foon as the French Ihould 
appear before it. By an unaccountable negligence, which 
Guicciardini imputes to infatuationf, Bonnivet did not ad- 
vance for three or four days, and loft the opportunity with 
which his good fortune prefented him. The citizens reco- 
vered from their confternation; Colonna, flill aftive at the 
age of fourfeore, and Morone, whofe enmity to France ren- 
dered him indefatigable, were employed night and day in re- 
pairing the fortifications, in amafling provifions, in colledt- 
ing troops from every quarter; and by the time the French 
approached, had put the city in a condition to Hand a fiege. 
Bonnivet, after fome fruitlefs attempts on the town, which 
haraffed his own troops more than the enemy, was obliged, by 
the inclemency of the feafon, to retire into winter quarters. 

During thefe tranfadh’ons, pope Adrian died; an event 
fc much to the fatisfaftion of the Roman people, whofe 
hatred or contempt of him augmented every day, that the 
night after his deceafe they adorned the door of his chief 
phyfician’s houfe with garlands, adding this infeription, 
TO THE DELIVERER OF HIS COUNTRY*. 
The cardinal de Medici inftantly renewed his pretenfions 
to the papal dignity, and entered the conclave with high ex- 

•{• Guic. lib. xv. 254. * Jovii Vit. Adr. 127. 
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pefhations on his own part, and a general opinion of the 
people that they would be fuccefsful. But though fupported 
by the Imperial fadtion, poffeffed of great perfonal intereft, 
and capable of all the artifices, refinements, and corruption 
which reign in thofe affemblies, the obflinacy and intrigues 
of his rivals protradled the conclave to the unufual length 
of fifty days. The addrefs and perfeverance of the cardinal 
at laft furmounted every obflacle. He was railed to the 
head of the church [November 28], and afiumed the go- 
vernment of it by the name of Clement VII. The choice 
was univerfally approved of. High expeftations were con- 
ceived of a pope, whofe great talents, and long experience 
in bufinefs, feemed to qualify him no lefs for defending the 
fpiritual interefts of the church, expofed to imminent dan- 
ger by the progrefs of Luther’s opinions, than for condudt • 
ing its political operations with the prudence requifite at 
fuch a difficult jundture; and who, befidesthefe advantages, 
rendered the ecclefiaftical date more refpedtable, by having 
in his hands the government of Florence, together with the 
wealth of the family of Medici-{•. 

Cardinal Wolfey, not difheartened by the difappointment 
of his ambitious views at the former eledtion, had entertain- 
ed more fanguine hopes of fuccefs on this occafion. Henry 
wrote to the emperor, reminding him of his engagements to 
fecond the pretenfions of his minifter. Wolfey beftirred 
himfelf with adtivity fuitable to the importance of the prize 
for which he contended, and inftrudfed his agents at Rome 
to fpare neither promifes nor bribes in order to gain his end. 
But Charles had either amufed him with vain hopes which he 
never intended to gratify, or he judged it impolitic to oppofe 
a candidate who had fuch a profpedl of fucceeding as Me- 
dici; or perhaps the cardinals durft not venture to provoke 
the people of Rome, while their indignation again!! Adri- 
an s memory was ftill freffi, by placing another Ultra-mon- 
tane on the papal throne. Wolfey, after all his expedta- 

t Guic. 1. xv. a6> 
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tions and endeavours, had the mortification to fee a pope 
cle&ed, of fuch an age, and of fo vigorous a conftitution, 
that he could not derive much comfort to himfelf from the 
chance of furviving him. This fecond proof fully convin> 
ced Wolfey of the Emperor’s infincerity, and it excited in 
him all the refentment which an haughty mind feels on be- 
ing at once difappointed and deceived; and though Clement 
endeavoured to foothe his vindi&ive nature by granting him 
a commifiion to be legate in England during life, with fuch. 
ample powers as veiled in him almoft the whole papal jurif- 
diclion in that kingdom, the injury he had now received 
made fuch an imprefiion as entirely dilfolved the tie which 
had united him to Charles, and from that moment he medi- 
tated revenge. It was neceffary, however, to conceal his 
intention from his mailer, and to fufpend the execution of 
it, until, by a dexterous improvement of the incidents 
which might occur, he Ihould be able gradually to alienate 
the king’s affedlions from the emperor. For this reafon 
he was fo far from expreffing any uneafinefs on account of 
the repulfe which he had met with, that he abounded on 
every occafion, private as well as public, in declarations of 
his high fatisfadlion with Clement’s promotion *. 

Henry had, during the campaign, fulfilled, with great 
fincerity, whatever he was bound to perform by the league 
againll France, though more fiowly than he could have 
wilhed. His thoughtlefs profufion, and total negledl of 
economy, reduced him often to great ftraits for money. 
The operations of war were now carried on in Europe in a 
manner very different from that which had long prevailed. 
Inftend of armies fuddenly affembled, which under diftinA 
chieftains followed their prince into the field for a Ihort 
fpace, and ferved at their own coll, troops were now levied 
at great charge, and received regularly confiderable pay. 
Inffead of impatience on both fides to bring every quarrel 
to the iffue of a battle, which commonly decided the fate of 

* Fiddes’s Life of Wolfey, 294, &c. Herbert. 
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open countries, and allowed the barons, together with their 
vaflals, to return to their ordinary occupations; towns were 
fortified with great art, and defended with much obftina- 
cy; war, from a very fimple, became a very intricate fei- 
ence; and campaigns grew of courfe to be more tedious 
and lefs decifive. The expence which thefe alterations in 
the military fyilem neceflarily created, appeared intolerable 
to nations hitherto unaccuftomed with the burden of heavy 
taxes. Hence proceeded the frugal, and even parfimonious 
fpirit of the Englifh parliaments in that age, which Henry, 
with all his authority, was feldom able to overcome. The 
commons, having refufed at this time to grant him the fup- 
plies which he demanded, he had recourfe to the ample and 
almofl unlimited prerogative which the kings of England 
then poflefled, and by a violent and unufual exertion of it, 
raifed the money he wanted. This, however, wailed fo 

! much time, that it was late in the feafon [Sept. 20J, before 
I his army, under the duke of Suffolk, could take the field. 

Being joined by a coniiderable body of Flemings, Suffolk 
! marched into Picardy, and Francis, from his extravagant 

eagernefs to recover the Milanefe, having left that frontier 
almofl unguarded, he penetrated as far as the banks of the 
nver Oyfe, within eleven leagues of Paris, filling that capi- 
tal with confternation. But the arrival of fome troops de- 
tached by the king, who was Hill at Lyons; the active gal- 
lantry of the French officers, who allowed the allies no re- 
fpite night or day; the rigour of a moil unnatural feafon, 
together with fcarcity of provifions, compelled Suffolk to 
retire [November]; and La Tremoui'lle, who commanded 
in thofe parts, had the glory not only of having checked 
the progrefs of a formidable army with an handful of men, 
but of driving them with ignominy out of the French terri- 
tories]'. 

1 he emperor’s attempts upon Burgundy and Guienne 
were not more fortunate, though in both thefe provinces 

f Herbert. Mem. de Bellay, 73, &c. 
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Francis was equally unprepared to refill them. The con- 
duel and valour of his generals fupplied his want of fore- 
fight; the Germans, who made an irruption into one of 
thefe provinces, and the Spaniards, who attacked the other, 
were repulfed with great difgrace. 

Thus ended the year 1523, during which Francis’s good 
fortune and fuccefs had been fuch as gave all Europe an 
high idea of his power and refources He had difeovered 
and difconcerted a dangerous confpiracy, the author of 
which he had driven into exile, almoll without an attendant; 
he had rendered abortive all the fchemes of the powerful 
confederacy formed againll him, he had protedled his do- 
minions when attacked on three different fides; and though 
his army in the Milanefe had not made fuch progrefs as 
might have been expefted from its fuperiority to the enemy 
in number, he had recovered, and ftill kept poffefuon of, one 
half of that dutchy. 

1524.]) The enfuing year opened with events more difaf- 
trous to France. Fontarabia was loft by the cowardice or 
treachery of its governor [Feb. 27.] In Italy, the allies 
refolved on an early and vigorous effort, in order to difpof- 
feis Bonnivet of that part of the Milanefe which lies beyond 
the Tefino. Clement, who, under the pontificates of Leo 
and Adrian, had difeovered an implacable enmity to France, 
began now to view the power which the emperor was daily 
acquiring in Italy, with fo much jealoufy, that he refufed 
to accede, as his predeceffors had done, to the league a- 
gainft Francis, and forgetting private paflions and animo- 
fities, laboured, with the zeal which became his charafter, 
to bring about a reconciliation among the contending par- 
ties. But all his endeavours were ineffeftual; a numerous 
army, to which each of the allies furnilhed their contingent 
of troops, was affembled at Milan by the beginning of 
March. Lannoy, viceroy of Naples, took the command 
of it upon Colonna’s death, though the chief direftion of 
military operations was committed to Bourbon and the 
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Marquis de Pcfcara; the latter the ableft and moll enter- 
priiing of the Imperial generals; the former infpired by his 
refentment with new activity and invention, and acquainted 
fo thoroughly with the charafters of the French command- 
ers, the genius of their troops, and the ftrength as well as 
weaknefs of their armies, as to be of infinite fervice to the 
party which he had joined. But all thefe advantages were 
nearly loft through the emperor’s inability to raife money 
fufficient for executing the various and extenfive plans which 
he had formed. When his troops were commanded to 
march, they mutinied againft their leaders, demanding the 
pay which was due to them for fome months; and difre- 
garding both the menaces and intreaties of their officers, 
threatened to pillage the city of Milan, if they did not in- 
ftantly receive fatisfaclion. Out of this difficulty the gene- 
rals of the allies were extricated by Morone, who prevail- 
ing on his countrymen, over whom his influence was prodi- 
gious, to advance the fum that was requifite, the army 
took the fieldf. 

Bonnivet was deftitute of troops to oppofe this army, and 
flill more of the talents which could render him an equal 
match for its leaders. Alter various movements and en- 
counters, deferibed with great accuracy by the contempora- 
ry hiftorians, a detail of which would now be equally unin- 
terefting and uninftruclive, he was forced to abandou the 
ftrong camp in which he had entrenched himfelf at Biagraf- 
fa. Soon after, partly by his own mifcondufl, partly by 
the aftivity of the enemy, who harafledand ruined his army 
by continual Ikirmifhes, while they carefully declined a bat- 
tle which lie often offered them; and partly by the caprice 
of 6000 Swifs, who refufed to join his army, though with- 
in a day’s march of it; he was reduced to the neceffity of 
attempting a retreat into France, through the valley of A- 
oft. Juft as he arrived on the banks of the Seffia, and be- 
gan to pafs that river, Bourbon and Pefcara appeared with 

f Guic. 1. xv. 267. Capella, 190, 
Vol. II. R 



TH^ REIGN OF THE 1*6 B. 3. 

the vanguard of the allies, and attacked his rear with great 
fury. At the beginning of the charge, Bonnivet, while ex- 
erting himfelf with much valour, was wounded fo danger- 
emfly, that he was obliged to quit the field; and the con- 
duft of the rear was committed to the chevalier Bayard, 
who, though fo much a flranger to the arts of a court that 
he never rofe to the chief command, was always called, in 
times of real danger, to the pod of greateft difficulty and 
importance. He put himfelf at the head of the men at 
arms, and animating them by his prefence and example to 
fuftain the whole fhock of the enemy’s troops, he gained 
time for the reft of his countrymen to make good their re- 
treat. But in this fervice he received a wound which he 
immediately perceived to be mortal, and being unable to 
continue any longer on horfeback, he ordered one of his at- 
tendants to place him under a tree, with his face towards the 
enemy; then fixing his eyes on the guard of his fword, 
which he held up inftead of a crofs, he addreffed his prayers 
to God, and in this pofture, which became his charafter 
both as a foldier and as a Chriftian, he calmly waited the ap- 
proach of death. Bourbon, who led the foremoft of the e- 
nemy’s troops, found him in this fituation, and exprefled re- 
gret and pity at the fight. “ Pity not me,” cried the high- 
fpirited chevalier, “ I die as a man of honour ought, in the 
difcharge of my duty; they indeed are objefts of pity, who 
fight againft their king, their country, and their oath.” The 
marquis de Pefcara, paffing foon after, manifefted his admi- 
ration of Bayard’s virtues, as well as his forrow for his fate, 
•with the generofity of a gallant enemy; and finding that he 
could not be removed with fafety from that fpot, ordered a 
tent to be pitched there, and appointed proper perfons to 
attend him. He died, notwithftanding their care, as his 
anceftors for feveral generations had done, in the field of 
battle. Pefcara ordered his body to be embalmed, and fent 
to his relations ; and fuch was the refpeft paid to military 
merit in that age, that the duke of Savoy commanded it to 
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be received with royal honours in all the cities of his domi- 
nions; in Dauphine, Bayard’s native country, the people of 
all ranks came out in a folemn proceflion to meet it*. 

Bonnivet led back the fhattered remains of his army into 
France; and in one ihort campaign, Francis was ftripped of 
all he had pofieffed in Italy, and left without one ally in 
that country. 

While the war, kindled by the emulation of Charles and 
Francis, fpread over fo many countries of Europe, Germany 
enjoyed a profound tranquillity, extremely favourable to the 
reformation, which continued to make progrefs daily. 
During Luther’s confinement in his retreat at Wartburg, 
Carloftadius, one of his difciples, animated with the fame zeal, 
but poffeffed of lefs prudence and moderation than his ma- 
iler, began to propagate wild and dangerous opinions, chiefly 
among the lower people. Encouraged by his exhortations, 
they rofe in feveral villages of Saxony, broke into the church- 
es with tumultuary violence, and threw down and deftroy- 
ed the images with which they were adorned. Thofe irre- 
gular and outrageous proceedings were fo repugnant to all 
the ele&or’s cautious maxims, that, if they had not received 
a timely check, they could hardly have failed of alienating 
from the reformers a prince, no lefs jealous of his own au- 
thority, than afraid of giving offence to the emperor, and o- 
ther patrons of the ancient opinions. Luther, feufible of 
the danger, immediately quitted his retreat, without waiting 
for Frederic’s permiffion, and returned to Wittemberg 
[March 6, 1522.] Happily for the reformation, the vene- 
ration for his perfon and authority was (till fo great, that his 
appearance alone fuppreffed that fpirit of extravagance which 
began to feize his party. Carloftadius and his fanatical fol- 
lowers, (truck dumb by his rebukes, fubmitted at once, and 

* Bellifor. F.pitr. p. 7 ;. Mem. de Bellay, 75. Oeuv.de Brant» 
tom. vi. 108, &c. Pai'quier Reclierches, p. 526. 
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declared that they heard the voice of an angel, not of a 
man O'. 

Before Luther left his retreat, he had begun to tranflate 
the Bible into the German tongue, an undertaking of no 
lefs difficulty than importance, of which he was extremely 
fond, and for which he was well qualified: he had a com- 
petent knowledge of the original languages; a thorough ac- 
quaintance with the ilyle and fentiments of the infpired 
writers; and though his compofitions in Latin were rude 
and barbarous, he was reckoned a great mailer of the puri- 
ty of his mother tongue, and could exprefs lurafelf with all 
the elegance of which it is capable. By his own affiduous 
application, together with the afliflance of Melanflhon and 
feveral other of his difciples, he finifhed part of the New 
Teftament in the year 1522 ; and the publication of it prov- 
ed more fatal to the church of Rome, than that of all his 
own works. It was read with wonderful avidity and at- 
tention by perfons of every rank. They were aftoniffied at 
difcovering how contrary the precepts of the Author of our 
religion are, to the inventions of thofe priefts who pretend- 
ed to be his vicegerents; and having now in their hand the 
rule of faith, they thought themfelves qualified, by apply- 
ing it, to judge of the ellabliffied opinions, and to pronounce 
when they were conformable to the ftandard, or when they 
departed from it. The great advantages arifing from Lu- 
ther’s tranflation of the Bible, encouraged the advocates for 
reformation, in the other countries of Europe, to imitate his 
example, and to publiffi verfions of the Scriptures in their re- 
fpedlive languages. 

About this time, Nuremberg, Frankfort, Hamburg, and 
feveral other free cities in Germany, of tire firft rank, open- 
ly embraced the reformed religion, and by the authority of 
their magiilrates aboliihed the mafs, and the other fuperfti- 
tious rites of popery f. The eleftor of Brandenburgh, the 

§ Sleid. Hift. 51. Serkend. 195. _ 
f Seckend. 241. Chytrsei Contin. Krantzii, 203. 
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dukes of Brunfwick and Lunenburgh, and prince of An- 
halt, became avowed patrons of Luther’s opinions, and 
countenanced the preaching of them among their fubjecfs. 

The court of Rome beheld this growing defection with 
great concern; and Adrian’s firft care after his arrival in I- 
taly, had been to deliberate with the cardinals, concerning 
the proper means of putting a flop to it. He was profound- 
ly (killed in fcholaftic theology, and having been early cele- 
brated on that account, he ftill retained fuch an exceflive ad- 
miration of the fcience to which he was firft indebted for his 
reputation and fuccefs in life, that he conlidered Luther’s in- 
veftives againft the fchoolmen, particularly Thomas Aquinas, 
as little lefs than blafphemy. All the tenets of that doffor ap- 
peared to him fo clear and irrefragable, that he fuppofed every 
perfon who called in queftion or contradi&ed them, to be. 
either blinded by ignorance, or to be acting in oppofition to 
the conviftion of his own mind: Of courfe, no pope was e~ 
ver more bigotted or inflexible with regard to points of doc- 
trine than Adrian; he not only maintained them as Leo had 
done, becaufe they were ancient, or becaufe it was danger- 
ous for the church to allow of innovations, but he adhered 
to them with the zeal of a theologian, and with the tena- 
Cioufnefs of a difputant. At the fame time his own man- • 
ners being extremely fimple, and uninfedfted with any of the 
vices which reigned in the court of Rome, he was as fenfible 
of its corruptions as the reformers themfelves, and viewed 
them with no lefs indignation. The brief which he addref- 
fed to the diet of the empire anembled at Nuremberg [No- 
vember 1522,3 and the inftruCfions which he gave Cheregato, 
the nuncio whom he fent thither, were framed agreeably to 
thefe views. On the one hand, he condemned Luther’s 0- 
pimons with more afperity and rancour of expreffion than 
-t-eo had ever ufed; he feverely cenfuredthe princes of Ger- 
many for fuffering him to fpread his pernicious tenets, by 
their neglefting to execute the edieft of the diet at Worms, 
and required them, if Luther did not inftantly retract his cr« 
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rors, to deftroy him with lire as a gangrened and incurable 
member, in like manner as Dathan and Abiram had been 
cut off by Mofes, Ananias and Sapphira by the apodles, 
and John Hufs and Jerome of Prague by their ancedors*. 
On the other hand, he with great candour, and in the moil 
explicit terms, acknowledged the corruptions of the Roman 
court to be the fource from which had flowed mod of the 
evils that the church now felt or dreaded; he promifed to 
exert all his authority towards reforming thefe abufes, with 
as much difpatch as the nature and inveteracy of the difor- 
ders would admit; and he requeded of them to give him 
their advice with regard to the mod effedhial means of fup- 
prefiing that new herefy which had fprung up among 
them -j~. 

The members of thJ diet, after praiGng the pope’s pious 
and laudable intentions, excufed themfelves for not executing 
the edict of Worms, by alleging that the prodigous increafe 
of Luther’s followers, as well as the averfion to the court of 
R ome among their other fubjedts on account of its innumer- 
abk exact ions, rendered fuch an attempt not only dangerous, 
but impoffible. They affirmed that the grievances of Ger- 
many, which did not arife from imaginary injuries, but front 
impolitions no lefs real than intokrable, as his holinefs 
would learn from a catalogue of them which they intended 
to lay before him, called now for fome new and efficacious 
remedy; and in their opinion, the only remedy adequate to 
the difeafe, or which afforded them any hopes of feeing the 
church reftored to foundnefs and vigour, was a general 
council. Such a council, therefore they advifed him, after 
obtaining the emperor’s confent, to aflemble without delay 
in one of the great cities in Germany, that aU who had 
right to be prefent might deliberate with freedom, and pro- 
pofe their opinions with fuch boldnefs, as the dangerous 
fituation of religion at thisjun£lure requiredj. 

* Fafctc. Rtr. expet. & fugieml. 343. •{■ Ibid 345- 
J Ibid. 346. 
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The nuncio, more artful than his mafter, and better ac- 
quainted with the political views and interefts of the Roman 
court, was llartled at the propofition of a council; and eafdy 
forefaw how dangerous fuch an affembly might prove, at a 
time when many openly denied the papal authority, and the 
reverence and fubmiffion yielded to it vifibly declined among 
all. For that reafon he employed his utmoft addrefs in or- 
der to prevail on the members of the diet to proceed them- 
felves with greater feverity againll the Lutheran herefy, and 
to relinquifh their propofal concerning a general council to 
be held in Germany. They, perceiving the nuncio to be 
more folicitous about the intereft of the Roman court, than 
the tranquillity of the empire, or purity of the church, re- 
mained inflexible, and continued to prepare the catalogue 
of their grievances to be prefented to the pope$. The nun- 
cio, that he might not be the bearer of a remonftrance fo 
difagreeable to his court, left Nuremberg abruptly, without 
taking leave of the diet <f[. 

The fecular princes accordingly, for the ecclefiaftics, al- 
though they gave no oppofition, did not think it decent to 
join with them, drew up the lift (fo famous in the German 
annals) of an hundred grievances, which the empire imputed 
to the iniquitous dominion of the papal fee This lift con- 
tained grievances much of the fame nature with that prepar- 
ed under the reign of Maximilian. It would be tedious to e- 
numerate each of them; they complained of the fums exact- 
ed for difpenfations, abfolutions, and indulgences; of the 
expence arifing from the law-fuits carried by appeal to 
Rome; of the innumerable abufes occafxoned by refervations, 
commendams, and annates; of the exemption from civil ju- 
rifdiftion which the clergy had obtained; of the arts by 
which they brought all fecular caufes under the cognizance 
of the eccldiaftical judges; of the indecent and profligate 
lives which not a few of the clergy led; and of various o- 
ther particulars, many of which have already been mention- 

§ Fafcic. Rer. expet. & fugiend. 349. ^Ibid. 376. 
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ed among the circumftances that contributed to the favour- 
able reception, or to the quick progrefs of Luther’s doc- 
trines. In the end they concluded, that if the holy fee did 
not fpeedily deliver them from thofe intolerable burdens, 
they had determined to endure them no longer, and would 
employ the power and authority with which God had en- 
truiled them, in order to procure relieff. 

Inftead of fuch feverities againft Luther and his followers 
as the nunico had recommended, the recefs or edict of the 
diet [March 6, 1523] contained only a general injunftion 
to all ranks of men to wait with patience for the determina- 
tions of the council which was to be affembled, and in the 
mean time not to publifh any new opinions contrary to the 
eilablifhed doctrines of the church; together with an ad- 
monition to all preachers to abllain from matters of contro- 
verfy in their difcourfes to the people, and to confine them- 
felves to the plain and inflructive truths of religion 

The reformers derived great advantage from the tranfac- 
tions of this diet, as they afforded them the fullefl and mod 
authentic evidence that grofs corruptions prevailed in the 
court of Rome, and that the empire was loaded by the 
clergy with infupportable burdens. With regard to the 
former, they had now the tellimony of the pope himfelf, 
that their inve&ives and accufations were not malicious or 
ill-founded. As to the latter, the reprefentatives of the 
Germanic body, in an affembly where the patrons of the 
new opinions were far from being the mod numerous or 
powerful, had pointed out as the chief grievances of the 
empire, thofe very practices of the Romifh church againd 
which Luther and his difciples were accudomed to declaim. 
Accordingly, in all their controverfial writings after this 
period, they often appealed to Adrian’s declaration, and 
to the hundred grievances, in confirmation of whatever they 

f Fafcic. Rer. expet. & fugiend. 354- 
1 Ibid. 348, 
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advanced concerning the diffolute manners, or infatiable am- 
bition and rapacioufnefs, of the papal court. 

At Rome, Adrian’s conduft was coniidered as a proof 
of the moil childifh fimplicity and imprudence. Men train- 
ed up amidil the artifices and corruptions of the papal 
court, and accuftomed to judge of adlions not by what was 
juft, but by wrhat was ufeful, were aftonifhed at a pontiff, 
who, departing from the wife maxims of his predeceffors, 
acknowledged diforders which he ought to have concealed; 
and forgetting his own dignity, afked advice of thofe, to 
whom he wras entitled to prefcribe. By fuch an excefs 
of impolitic fincerity, they were afraid that, inftead of re- 
claiming the enemies of the church, he would render them 
more prefumptuous, and inftead of extinguifhing herefy^ 
w'ould weaken the foundations of the papal power, or flop 
the chief fources from which wealth flowxd into the 
church*. For this reafon the cardinals and other ecclefiaf- 
tics of greateft eminence in the papal court induftrioufly op- 
pofed all his fchemes of reformation, and by throwing ob- 
jeftions and difficulties in his way, endeavoured to retard or 
to defeat the execution of them. Adrian, amazed, on the 
one hand, at the obftinacy of the Lutherans, difgufted, on 
the other, with the manners and maxims of the Italians, 
and finding himfelf unable to correct either the one or the 
other, often lamented his own fituation, and often looked 
back with pleafure on that period of his life when he was 
only dean of Louvain, a more humble but happier ftation, 
in which little was expefted from him, and there was no- 
thing to fruftrate his good intentions-)-. 

Clement VII. his fucceffor, excelled Adrian as much in 
the arts of government, as he was inferior to him in purity 
of life, or uprightnefs of intention. He was animated not 
only with the averfion which all popes naturally bear to a 
council, but having gained his own election by means very 

* F. Paul, Hilt, of Counc. p. z8. Pallavic. Hid. ;8. 
•{• Jovii Vit, Adr. p. 118. 
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uncanom'cal, he was afraid of an affembly that might fubjeft 
it to a fcrutiny which it could not ftand. He determined 
therefore, by every poffible means to elude the demands 
of the Germans, both with refpeft to the calling of a coun- 
cil, and reforming abufes in the papal court, which the raih- 
nels and incapacity of his predeceffor had brought upon 
him. For this purpofe he made choice of cardinal Cam- 
peggio, an artful man, often entrufted by his predeceffors 
with negotiations of importance, as his nuncio to the diet 
of the empire affembled again at Nuremberg. 

Campeggio, without taking any notice of what had paf- 

fed in the laft meeting, exhorted the diet [February^, in a 
long difcourfe, to execute the edift of Worms with vigour, 
as the only effeftual means of fupprefling Luther’s dodtrines. 
The diet, in return, defired to know the pope’s intentions 
concerning the council, and the redrefs of the hundred griev- 
ances. The former, the nuncio endeavoured to elude by ge- 
neral and unmeaning declarations of the pope’s refolution to 
purfue fuch meafures as would be for the greateft good of 
the church. With regard to the latter, as Adrian was dead 
before the catalogue of grievances reached Rome, and of con- 
fequence it had not been regularly laid before the prefent 
pope, Campeggio took advantage of this circumftance to 
decline making any definitive anfwer to them in Clement’s 
name; though, at the fame time, he obferved that their ca- 
talogue of grievances contained many particulars extremely 
indecent and undutiful, and that the publifhing it by their 
own authority was highly difrefpe&ful to the Roman fee. 
In the end, he renewed his demand of their proceeding with 
vigour againft Luther and his adherents. But though an 
ambaffador from the emperor, who was at time very felicit- 
ous to gain the pope, warmly feconded the nuncio, with 
many profeffions of his mailer’s zeal for the honour and dig- 
nity of the papal fee, the recefs of the diet [April 18] was 
conceived in terms of almoft the fame import with the for- 
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mer, without enjoining any additional feverity againfl Lu- 
ther and his partyf. 

Before he left Germany, Campeggio, in order to amufe 
and foothe the people, publiihed certain articles for the a- 
mendment of fome diforders and abufes which prevailed a- 
mong the inferior clergy; but this partial reformation, which 
fell fo far ihort of the expectations of the Lutherans, and 
of the demands of the diet, gave no fatisfaftion, and produ- 
ced little effect. The nuncio, with a cautious hand, tender- 
ly lopped a few branches; the Germans aimed a deeper blow, 
and by ftriking at the root wifhed to exterminate the evil*. 

BOOK IV. 

The expulfion of the French, both out of the Milanefe and 
the republic of Genoa, was confidered by the Italians as the 
termination of the war between Charles and Francis; and as 
they began immediately to be apprehenfive of the emperor, 
when they faw no power remaining in Italy capable either 
to controul or oppofe him, they longed ardently for the re- 
eftablifhment of peace. Having procured the reftoration of 
Sforza to his paternal dominions, which had been their chief 
motive for entering into confederacy with Charles, they 
plainly difcovered their intention to contribute no longer 
towards increafing the emperor’s fuperiority over his rival, 
which was already become the objeft of their jealoufy. The 
pope efpecially, whofe natural timidity increafed his fufpi- 
cions of Charles’s defigns, endeavoured by his remonftrances 
to infpire him with moderation and incline him to peace. 

But the emperor, intoxicated with fuccefs, and urged on 
by his own ambition, no lefs than by Bourbon’s deiire of re- 
venge, contemned Clement’s admonitions, and declared his 

t Seckend. a86. Skid. Hift. 66. * Seckend. apz. 
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refolution of ordering his army to pafs the Alps, and to in- 
vade Provence, a part of his rival’s dominions, where, as he 
lead: dreaded an attack, he was lead, prepared to refill: it. 
His mod experienced miniders difluaded him from under- 
taking fuch an enterprife with a feeble army, and an exhaud- 
ed treafury: but he relied fo much on having obtained the 
concurrence of the king of England, and on the hopes 
which Bourbon, with the confidence and credulity natural to 
exiles, entertained of being joined by a numerous body of his 
partizans as foon as the Imperial troops fhould enter France, 
that he periided obdinately in the meafure. Henry under- 
took to furnilh an hundred thoufand ducats towards defray- 
ing the expence of the expedition during the fird month, 
and had it in his choice either to continue the payment of 
that fum monthly, or to invade Picardy before the end of 
July with an army capable of aiding with vigour. The em- 
peror engaged to attack Guienne at the fame time with 
a conliderable body of men; and if thefe enterprifes proved 
fuccefsful, they agreed, that Bourbon, befides the territories 
which he had lod, Ihould be put in poffelTion of Provence, 
with the title of king, and (hould do homage to Henry as 
the lawful king of France, for his new dominions. Of all 
the parts of this extenfive but extravagant projeft, the inva- 
fion of Provence was the only one which was executed. For 
although Bourbon, with a fcrupulous delicacy, altogether 
unexpeided after the part which he had aided, pofitively re- 
fufed to acknowledge Henry’s title to the crown of France, 
and thereby abfolved him from any obligation to promote 
the enterprife, Charles’s eagernefs to carry his own plan in- 
to execution did not in any degree abate. The army which 
he employed for that purpofe amounted only to eighteen 
thoufand men; the command of which was given to the mar- 
quis de Pefcara, with inftruidions to pay the greatefl defe- 
rence to Bourbon’s advice in all his operations. Pefcara 
paffed the Alps without oppofition, and entering Provence 
[Aug. 19,] laid fiege to Marfeilles. Bourbon had advifed 
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him rather to march towards Lyons, in the neighbourhood, 
of which city his territories were fituated, and where of 
courfe his influence was molt extenfive; but the emperor 
was fo defirous to get poffefiion of a port, which would, at 
all times fecure him an eafy entrance into France, that by 
his authority he over-ruled the conftable’s opinion, and di- 
rected Pefcara to make the reduction of Marfeilles his chief 
object 

Francis, who forefaw, but was unable to prevent this at- 
tempt, took the moft proper precautions to defeat it. He 
laid wafte the adjacent country, in order to render it more 
•difficult for the enemy to fubfilt their army; he raKed the fu- 
burbs of the city, {Lengthened its fortifications, and threw 
into it a numerous ganifon under the command of brave and 
experienced officers. To thefe, nine thoufand of the citi- 
zens, whom their dread of the Spanifh yoke infpired with 
contempt of danger, joined themfelves; by their united cou- 
rage and induftry, all the efforts of Pefcara’s military- {kill, 
and of Bourbon’s activity and revenge, were rendered abor- 
tive. Francis, meanwhile, had leifure to affemble a power- 
ful army under the walls of Avignon, and no fooner began 
to advance towards Marfeilles, than the Imperial troops, ex- 
haufted by the fatigues of a fiege which had lafted forty 
days, weakened by difeafes, and almoff deftitute of provi- 
fions, retired [Sept. 19] with precipitation towards Italyf. 

If, during thefe operations of the army in Provence, ei- 
ther Charles or Henry had attacked France in the manner 
which they had projected, that kingdom muff have been ex- 
pofed to the moft imminent danger. But on this, as well as 
on many other occafions, the emperor found that the extent 
of his revenues was not adequate to the greatnefs of his 
fchemes, or the ardour of his ambition; and the want of 
money obliged him, though with much relucffance, to cir- 
cumfcribe his plan, and to leave part of it unexecuted. Hcn- 

§ Guic. 1. xv. 573, &c. Mem. de Bellay, p. 80. 
t Guic. 1. xv. 277. Ulloa Vita dell Carlo V. p. 93. 

Vol. II. s 



TH-E REIGN OF THE 19$ B. 4> 

xy, dlfgufted at Bourbon’s refufing to recognize his right to 
the crown of France; alarmed at the motions of the Scots, 
whom the felicitations of the French king had perfuaded to 
inarch towards the borders of England; and no longer in- 
cited by his minifter, who was become extremely cool with 
regard to all the emperor’s interells, took no meafures to fup. 
port an enterprife, of which, as of all new undertakings, he 
had been at firft exceffively fond*. 

If the king of France had been fatisfied with having de* 
livered his fubje&s from this formidable invafion, if he had 
thought it enough to Ihew all Europe the facility with 
which the internal ftrength of his dominions enabled him to 
refill the invalion of a foreign enemy, even when feconded 
by the abilities and powerful efforts of a rebellious fubjedl, 
the campaign, natwithftanding the lofs of the Milanefe, 
would have been far from ending inglorioully. But Francis, 
animated with courage more becoming a foldier than a ge- 
neral; pulhed on by ambition, enterprifing rather than con- 
fiderate; and too apt to be elated with fuccefs; was fond 
of every undertaking that feemed bold and adventurous. 
Such an undertaking, the fituation of his affairs, at that 
juncture, naturally prefented to his view. He had under 
his command one of the mod powerful and bell appointed 
armies France had ever brought into the field, which he 
could not think of dilbanding without having employed it 
in any a (dive fervice. The Imperial troops had been obliged 
fo retire almoll ruined by hard duty, and dilheartened with 
ill fuccefs; the Milanefe had been left altogether without 
defence; it was not impofiible to reach that country before 
Pdcara, with bis lliattered forces, could arrive there; or if 
fear fiiould add fpeed to their retreat, they were in no con- 
dition to make head againll his frelh and .numerous troops; 
and Milan would now, as in former inllances, fubmit with- 
out refillance to a bold invader. Thefe coniiderations, 
which were not dellitute of plaufibility, appeared to his 

* Fiddes’s Life of Wolfey, Append. No. 70, 71, 7X. 
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fanguine temper to be of the utmoft weight. In vain did 
his wifeft miniiters and generals reprefent to him the danger 
of taking the field at a feafon fo far advanced, with an i.r-- 
my compofed chiefly of Swifs and Germans, to whofe ca- 
prices he wonld be fubjeft in all his operations, and on whofe 
fidelity his fafety mull abfolutely depend. In vain did 
Louife of Savoy advance by hafty journies towards Provence,.- 
that Are might exert all her authority in drffuading her foil 
from fuch a rafli enterprile. Francis difregarded the remon- 
ftrances of his fubjedtsy and that he might fave himfelf the 
pain of an interview with his mother, whofe counfels he 
had determined to rejeft, he began his march before her ar- 
rival; appointing her, however, by way of atonement for 
that negleft, to be regent of the kingdom during his ab- 
fence. Bonnivet, by his perfuafions, contributed not a lit- 
tle to confirm Francis in this refolutiom That favourite,^ 
who ftrongly refembled his mafter in all the defective parts 
of his character, was led, by his natural impetuofity, warmly 
to approve of fuch an enterprife; and being prompted be- 
fides by his impatience to revifit a Milanefe lady, of whom 
he had been deeply enamoured during his late expedition, he 
is faid, by his flattering defcriptions of her beauty and ac- 
complifhments, to have infpired Francis, who was extremely 
fufceptible of fuch pafiions, with an equal defire of feeing; 
her!). 

1 he French paflfed the Alps at Mount Cenis; and a3> 
their fuccefs depended on difpatch, they advanced with the 
greateft diligence. Pefcara, who had been obliged to take 
a longer and more difficult route by Monaca and Final, was 
foon informed of their intention; and being fenfible that 
nothing but the prefence of his troops could fave the Mi- 
lanefe, marched with fuch rapidity, that he reached Alva 
on the fame day that the French army arrived at Vercelli.. 
Francis, inflrudted by Bonnivet’s error in the former cam- 
paign, advanced direftly towards Milan, where, the unex* 

H Oeuvr. de Brant, tom. vi. Z53. 
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pe&ed approach of an enemy fo powerful occaiioned fuch 
conflernation and diforder, that although Pefcara entered 
the city with fome of his heft troops, he found that the de- 
fence of it could not be undertaken with any probability of 
fuccefs; and having thrown a garrifon into the citadel, re- 
tired through one gate, while the French were admitted at 
another*. 

Thefe brilk motions of the French monarch difconcerted 
all the fchemes of defence which the Imperialifts had form- 
ed. Never, indeed, did generals attempt to oppofe a for- 
midable invafion under fuch circumftances of difadvantage- 
Though Charles polleifed dominions more extenfive than 
any other prince in Europe, and had, at this time, no other 
army but that which was employed in Lombardy, which, 
did not amount to fixteen thoufand men, his prerogative in 
all his different Hates was fo limited, and his fubjedts, with- 
out whofe confent he could raife no taxes,, difeovered fuch, 
unwillingnefs to burden themfelves with new or extraordi- 
nary impofitions, that even this fmall body of troops was in 
want of pay, of ammunition, of provifions, and of clothing. 
In fuch a fituation, it required all the wifdom of Lannoy,. 
the intrepidity of Pefcara, and the implacable refentment of 
Bourbon, to preferve them from finking under defpair, and 
to infpire them with refolution to attempt, or fagacity to. 
difeover, what was effential to their fafety. To the efforts 
■of their genius, and the adfivity of their zeal, the emperor 
was more indebted for the prefervation of his Italian domi- 
nions than to his own power. Lannoy, by mortgaging the 
revenues of Naples, procured fome money, which was im- 
mediately applied towards providing the army with what- 
ever was mofl neceffaryf. Pefcara, who was beloved and 
almofl adored by the Spaniih troops, exhorted them to 
fltevv the world, by their engaging to ferve the emperor in 
that dangerous exigency, without making auy immediate de» 

* Mem. de Bellay, p. 81. Gulc. 1. xv. 278. 
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mand of pay, that they were animated with fentiments of 
honour very different from thofe of mercenary foldiers; to 
which propofition that gallant body of men, with an unex- 
ampled generofity, gave their confentf. Bourbon having 
raifed a confiderable fum by pawning his jewels, fet out for 
Germany, where his influence was great, that by his pre- 
fence he might haflen the levying of troops for the Imperi- 
al fervicej;. 

Francis by a fatal error, allowed the emperor’s generals 
time to derive advantage from all thefe operations. In- 
llead of purfuing the enemy, who retired to Lodi on the 
Adda, an untenable poft, which Pefcara had refolved to 
abandon on the approach of the French, he in compliance 
with the opinion of Bonnivet, though contrary to-that of 
his other generals, laid fiege to Pavia on the Tefino [Oct. 
28]; a town, indeed, of great importance, the pofTeffion of 
which would have opened to him all the fertile country ly- 
ing on the banks of that river. But the fortifications of the 
place were ftrong; it was dangerous to undertake a difficult 
fiege at fo late a feafon; and the Imperial generals, fenfible 
of its confequence, had thrown into the town a garrifon 
compofed of fix thoufand veterans, under the command of 
Antonio de Leyva, an officer of high rank, of great experi- 
ence, of a patient but enterprifing courage, fertile in refour- 
ces, ambitious of diftinguilhing himfelf, and capable, for 
that reafon, as well as from his having been long accuflom- 
ed both to obey and to command, of fuffering or perform- 
ing any thing in order to procure fuccefs. 

1‘rancis profecuted the fiege with obllinacy equal to the 
raflinefs with which he had undertaken it. During three 
months, every thing known to the engineers of that age, 
or that could be effedled by the valour of his troops, was 
attempted, in order to reduce the place; while Lanncy and 

t Vit. Davali, lib. xv. p. 386. Sandov. vol. i. 621. Ull.ia 
\ ita dell Carlo V. p. 04, &c. \rita dell Emper. Carlos V. per Vera 
y Zuniga, p. 36. t Mem. de Eellav, p. 83. 
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Pefcara, unable to obftruft his operations, were obliged to 
remain in fuch an ignominious flate of inaction, that a paf- 
quinade was publiihed at Rome, ofl'ering a reward to any 
perfon who could find the Imperial army, loll in the month 
of Oftober in the mountains between France and Lom- 
bardy, and which had not been heard of fince that time f. 

Leyva, well acquainted with the difficulties under which 
his countrymen laboured, and the impoffibility of their fac- 
ing, in the field, fuch a powerful army as formed the fiege 
of Pavia, placed his only hopes of fafety in his own vigi- 
lance and valour. The efforts of both were extraordinary, 
and in proportion to the importance of the place, with the 
defence of which he was entrufted. He interrupted the ap- 
proaches of the French by frequent and furious fallies. 
Behind the breaches made by their artillery, he eredted new 
works, which appeared to be fcarcely inferior in ftrength 
to the original fortifications. He repulfed the befiegers 
in all their affaults; and by his own example, brought not 
only the garrifon, but the inhabitants, to bear the molt fe- 
vere fatigues, and to encounter the greateil dangers with- 
out murmuring. The rigour of the feafon confpired with 
his endeavours in retarding the progrefs of the French. 
Francis attempting to become mailer of the town, by di- 
verting the courfe of the Tefino, which is its chief defence 
on one fide, a hidden inundation of the river deitroyed, in 
one day, the labour of many weeks, and fwept away all the 
mounds which his army had raifed with infinite toil, aa 
well as at great expence*. 

Notwithftanding the flow progrefs of the befiegers, and 
the glory which Leyva acquired by his gallant defence, it 
was not doubted but that the town would at laft be obliged 
to furrender. The pope, who already confidered the 
French arms as fuperior in Italy, became impatient to dif- 
engage himfelf from his connexions with the emperor, of 

f Sandov. i. 608. 
* Gutc. 1. xv. 280. UUoa Vita, di Carlo V. p. 95. 
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whofe defigns he was extremely jealous, and to enter into 
terms of fn'endfhip with Francis. As Clement’s timid and 
cautious temper rendered him incapable of following the bold 
plan which Leo had formed, of delivering Italy from the 
yoke of both the rivals, he returned to the more obvious 
and practicable fcheme of employing the power of the one 
to balance and to reftrain that of the other. For this rea* 
fon, he did not diffemble his fatisfadtion at feeing the French 
king recover Milan, as he hoped that the dread of fuch a 
neighbour would be fome check upon the emperor’s ambi- 
tion, which no power in Italy was now able to controul. 
He laboured hard to bring about a peace that would fecure 
Francis in the poffeffion of his new conqueftsj and as 
Charles, who w'as always inflexible in the profecution of his 
fchemes, rejected the pr^ofition with difdain, and with 
bitter exclamations againfl the pope, by whofe perfuafions, 
while cardinal de Medici, he had been induced to invade the 
Milanefe, Clement immediately concluded a treaty of neutra- 
lity with the king of France, in which the republic of Flo- 
rence was included-}-. 

Francis having by this tranfaction, deprived the emperor 
of his two moft powerful allies, and at the fame time having 
fecured a paffage for his own troops through their territo- 
ries, formed a fcheme of attacking the kingdom of Naples, 
hoping either to over-run that country, which w'as left alto- 
gether without defence or that at leaf! fuch an unexpected 
invafion w ould oblige the viceroy to recal part of the Impe- 
rial army out of the Milanefe; for this purpofe he order- 
ed fix thoufand men to march under the comrpand of John 
Stuart duke of Albany. But Pefcara forefeeing that the 
effed of this diverfion would depend entirely upon the ope- 
rations of the armies in the Milanefe, perfuaded Lannoy to 
difregard Albany’s motions^, and to bend his whole force 
againft the king himfelf, fo that Francis not only weakened 
his army very unfeafonably by this great detachment, but 

t Guic. 1. xv. 182, 285. J Ibid. 285, 
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incurred the reproach of engaging too raflJy in chimerical 
and extravagant proje&s. 

By this time the garrifon of Pavia was reduced to extre- 
mity; their ammunition and provilions began to fail; the 
Germans, of whom it was chiefly compofed, having received 
no pay for feven months*, threatened to deliver the town in- 
to the enemy’s hands, and could hardly be retrained from 
mutiny by all Leyva’s addrefs and authority. The Impe- 
rial generals, who were no ftrangers to his fituation, faw 
the neceffity of marching without lofs of time to his relief. 

Ci5253 This they had now in their powerr twelve thou. 
fand Germans, whom the zeal and a&ivity of Bourbon 
taught to move with unufual rapidity, had entered Lom- 
bardy under his command, and rendered the Imperial army 
nearly equal to that of the Frepch, greatly diminifhed by 
the abfence of the body under Albany, as well as by the fa- 
tigues of the liege, and the rigour of the feafon. But the 
more their troops increafed in number, the more fenfibly did 
the Imperialilts feel the diftrefs arifing from want of money. 
Far from having funds for paying a powerful army, they 
had fcarcely what was fuflicient for defraying the charges 
of conducing their artillery, and of carrying their ammu- 
nition and provifions. The abilities of the generals, how- 
ever, fupplied every defect. By their own example, as well 
as by magnificent promifes in name of the emperor, they 
prevailed on the troops of all the different nations which 
compofed their army, to take the field without pay; they 
engaged to lead them diredtly towards the enemy; and 
flattered them with the certain profpecl of victory, which 
would at once enrich them with fuch royal fpoils as would 
be an ample reward for all their fervices. The foldiers, fen- 
fible that, by quitting the army, they would forfeit the 
great arrears due to them, and eager to get poffelfion of the 
promifed treafurcs, demanded a battle with all the impa- 
tience of adventurers who fight only for plunderf. 

* Gold. Polit. Imperial. 87?. 
f Eryci Peuteani Hift, Cilalpina, ap. Cnevii Thef. Antiquit, I* 

tal. iii. p. 1170, 1x79. 
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The Imperial generals, without fuffering the ardour of 
their troops to cool, advanced immediately toward the 
French camp [Feb. 3.3 On the firft intelligence of their 
approach, Francis called a council of war, to deliberate 
what courfe he ought to take. All his officers of greateli 
experience were unanimous in advifing him to retire, and to 
decline a battle with an enemy who courted it from defpair. 
The Imperialiits, they obferved, would either be obliged in 
a few weeks to diffcand an army, which they were unable to 
pay, and which they kept together only by the hope of 
plunder ; or the foldiers, enraged at the non-performance of 
the promifes to which they had trufted, would rife in fame 
f irious mutiny, which would' allow their generals to think 
of nothing but their own fafetyr that, meanwhile, lie might 
encamp in fome ftrong poll, and waiting in fafety the arriv- 
al of frefh troops from France and Switzerland, might, be- 
fore the end of fpring, take polftffion of all the Milanefe, 

; without danger or bloodflied. But in oppofition to them, 
Bonnivet, whofe defliny it was to give counfels fatal to 
FranCt during the whole campaign, reprefented the ignomi- 
ny that it would reflect on their fovereign, if he ffiould aban- 
don a fiege which he had profecuted fo long, or turn hi* 
back before an enemy to whom he was Hill fuperior in num- 
ber; and infilled on the neceffity of fighting the ImperiaM* 
rather than relinquilh an undertaking, on the fuccefs of 
which the king’s future fame depended. Unfortunately, 
Francis’s notions of honour were delicate to an exrefs that 
bordered on what was romantic. Having often faid that 
he would take Pavia, or perifin in the attempt, he thought 
himfelf bound not to depart from that refolution ; aod ra- 
ther than expofe himfelf to the flighted imputation, he chofe 
to forego all the advantages which were the certain con- 
fequences of a retreat, and determined to wait for the Impe- 
naliils before the walls of Pavia*. 

The Imperial generals found the French fo ftrongly en» 

* Cuic. 1. xv. 291. 
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trenched, that notwithftanding the powerful motives which 
urged them on, they hefitated long before they ventured to 
attack them; but at laft the neceffities of the befieged, and 
the murmurs of their own foldiers, obliged them to put eve- 
ry thing to hazard. Never did armies engage with greater 
ardour, or with an higher opinion of the importance of the 
battle which they were going to fight [Feb. 24;} never 
were troops more flrongly animated with emulation, nation- 
al antipathy, mutual refentment, and all the paffions which: 
infpire obllinate bravery. On the one hand, a gallant young 
monarch, feconded by a generous nobility, and followed by 
fubjects to whole natural impetuolity, indignation at the op- 
pofition which they had encountered, added new force, con- 
tended for victory and honour. Ou the other fide, troops- 
more completely difciplined, and conduced by generals of 
greater abilities, fought from neceffity, with courage height- 
ened by defpair. The Imperialifts, however, were unable 
to refill the firft eiTorts of the French valour, and their firm- 
eft battalions began to give way. But the fortune of the 
day was quickly changed. The Swifs in the fervice of 
France, unmindful of the reputation of their country for fi- 
delity and martial glory', abandoned their poft in a cowardly 
manner. Leyva, with his garrifon, fallied out and attack- 
ed the rear of the French, during the heat of the aflion, with 
fuch fury as threw' them into confufion; and Pefcara falling 
on their cavalry' with the Imperial horfe, among whom he 
had prudently intermingled a conliderable number of Spa- 
nilh foot, armed with the heavy muikets. then in ufe, broke 
this formidable body by an unufual method of attack, a- 
gainft which they were wholly unprovided. The rout be- 
came univerfal; and refiftance ceafed in almoft every part, 
but where the king was in perfon, who fought now, not for 
fame or victory, but for fafety. Though wounded in feve- 
ral places, and thrown from his horfe, which was killed un- 
der him, Francis defended himfelf on foot with an heroic, 
courage. Many of his braveft officers gathering round him, 
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and endeavouring to fave his life at tl>e expence of their own, 
fell at his feet. Among thefe was Bonnivet, the author of 
this great calamity, who alone died unlamented. The king, 
•exhaufted with fatigue, and fcarcely capable of further re- 
fiftance, was left almoft alone, expofed to the fury of fome 
Spanifh foldiers, ftrangers to his rank, and enraged at his 
©bftinacy. At that moment came up Pomperant, a French 
gentleman, who had entered together with Bourbon into 
the emperor’s fervice, and placing himfclf by the fide of the 
monarch againft whom he had rebelled, afiifted in protecting 
iiim from the violence of the foldiers; at the fame time be- 
feeching him to furrender to Bourbon, who was not far di- 
flant. Imminent as the danger was which now furrounded 
Francis,he rejected with indignation the thoughts of an action 
which would have afforded fuch matter of triumph to his 
traitorous fubjeft; and calling for Lannoy, twho happened 
likewife to be near at hand, gave up his fword to him; which 
he, kneeling to kifs the king’s hand, received with pro- 
found refpedt; and taking his own fword from his fide, pre- 
fented it to him, faying, That it did not become fo great a 
monarch to remain difarmed in the prefence of one of the 
emperor’s fulfiects*. 

Tenthoufand men fell on this day, one of the mofl fatal 
France had ever feen. Among thefe were many noblemen 
of the higheft diftineftion, who chofe rather to perifh than to 
turn their backs with diflionour. Not a few were taken 
prifoners, of whom the mod illuftrious was Henry d’Albret, 
the unfortunate king of Navarre. A fmall body of the 
rear-guard made its efcape, under the command of the duke 
of Alengon; the feeble garrifon of Milan, on the firft news 
of the defeat, retired without being purfued, by another 
road; and in two weeks after the battle, not a Frenchman 
remained in Italy. 

* Guic. 1. xv. 292. Oeuv. de Brant, vi. 355. Mem. de Bellay, 
p. 90. Sandov. Hilt. i. 638, &c. P. Mart. Ep. 805, 810. Rui- 
«lli Lettere de Principi, ii. p. 70. Ulloa Vita del Carlo V. p. 98. 
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Lannoy, though he treated Francis with all the outward 
marks of honour due to his rank and charatler, guarded him 
with the utmoft attention. He was felicitous, not only to 
prevent any poffibility of his efcaping, but afraid that his 
own troops might feize his perfon, and detain it as the bell 
fecurity for the payment of their arrears. In order to pro- 
vide againfl both thefe dangers, he conducted Francis the 
day after the battle, to the ftrong caille of Pizzichitone near 
Cremona, committing him to the cuftody of Don Ferdi- 
nand Alarcon, general of the Spanilh infantry, an officer of 
great bravery and of drift honour, but remarkable for that 
ievere and fcrupulous v'gilance which fuch a trull required. 

Francis, who formed a judgment of the emperor’s difpo- 
fiticns by his own, was extremely defirous that Charles 
ffiould be informed of his fituation, fondly hoping that, from 
his generofity or fympathy, he ffiould obtain fpeedy relief. 
The Imperial generals were no lefs impatient to give their fove- 
reign an early account of the decilive victory which they had 
gained, and to receive his inilruftions with regard to their 
future conduft. As the moll certain and expeditious me- 
thod of conveying intelligence to Spain, at that feafon of 
the year, was by land, Francis gave the commendador Pen- 
nalofa, who was charged with Lannoy’s difpatches, a palT- 
port to travel through France. 

Charles received the account of this fignal and unexpeft- 
ed fuccefs that had crowned his arms, with a moderation, 
which, if it had been real, would have done him more ho- 
nour than the greateft viftory. Without uttering one word 
expreffive of exultation, or of intemperate joy, he retired 
immediately into his chapel [Mar. 10,] and having fpent an 
hour in offering up his thankfgivings to Heaven, returned 
to the prefence-chamber, which by that time was filled with 
grandees and foreign ambaffadors, affembled in order to con- 
gratulate him. He accepted of their compliments with a 
modell deportment; he lamented the misfortune of the cap-j 
live king, as a linking example of the fad reverfe- of fortune. 
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to which the moll powerful ntonarchs are fubjecl; he for- 
bad any public rejoicings, as indecent in a war carried on a- 
mong Chriilians, referving them until he fhould obtain a 
victory equally illuftrious over the Infidels; and feemed to 
take pleafure in the advantage which he had gained, only as 
it would prove the occaiion of relloring peace to Chrilten- 
domf. 

Charles, however, had already begun to form fchemes in 
his own mind, wdiich little fuited fuch external appearances. 
Ambition, not generofity, was the ruling paffidn in his 
mind; and the victory at Pavia opened fuch new and un- 
bounded profpedis of gratifying it, as allured him with irre- 
fdlible force: but it being no eafy matter to execute the vail 
deiigns which he meditated, he thought it necelfary, while 
proper meafures were taking for that purpofe, to affe£l the 
greateil moderation, hoping under that veil to conceal his 
real intentions from the other princes of Europe. 

Meanwhile, France was filled with confteruation. The 
king himfelf had early tranfmitted an account of the rout of 
Pavia, in a letter to his mother, delivered by Pennalofa, 
which contained only thefe words, “ Madam, all is loft, ex- 
cept our honour.” The officers who made their efcape, 
when they arrived from Italy, brought fuch a melancholy 
detail of particulars as made all ranks of men fenfibly feel 
the greatnefs and extent of the calamity. France, without 
its fovereign, without money in her treafury, without an ar- 
my, without generals to command it, and encompafied on 
all fides by a vidtorious and adtive enemy, feemed to be on 
the very brink of deftrudlion. But on that occafion the 
great abilities of Louife the regent faved the kingdom, 
which the violence of her paffions had more than once ex- 
pofed to the greatell danger. Inftead of giving herfelf up 
to fuch lamentations as were natural to a woman fo remark- 
able for her maternal tendernefs, ihe difcovered all the fore- 
fight, and exerted all the adlivity of a confummate politician. 

t Sandov. Hffi. i. 641. UHoa Vita dell Carlo V. 0.110. 
Vol. II. T ^ 



*TO THE HEldn or THE e. 4. 

She aflemibled the nobles at Lyons, and animated them 
fry her example no lefs than by her words, with fuch zeal in 
defence of their country, as its prefent fituation required. 
She colledfed the remains of the army which had ferved in 
Italy, ranfomed the prifoners, paid the arrears, and put them 
in a condition to take the field. She levied new troops, 
provided for the fecurity of the frontiers, and raifed fums 
fufficient for defraying thefe extraordinary expences. Her 
chief care, however, was to appeafe the refentment, or to 
gain the friendfhip of the king of England; and from that 
•quarter, the firft ray of comfort broke in upon the French. 

Though Henry, in entering into alliances with Charles 
or Francis, feldom followed any regular or concerted plan 
of policy, but was influenced chiefly by the caprice of tem- 
porary paffions, fuch occurrences often happened as recalled 
his attention towards that equal balance of power which it 
-was neceflary to keep between the two contending poten- 
tates, the prefervation of which he always boafted to be his 
peculiar office. He had expe&ed that his union with the 
emperor might afford him an opportunity of recovering 
fome part of thofe territories in France which had belonged 
to his anceftors, and for the fake, of fuch an acquisition he 
did not fcruple to give his affiftance towards railing Charles 
to a confiderable pre-eminence above Francis. He had ne- 
ver dreamt, however, of any event fo deciftve and fo fatal as 
the viftory at Pavia, which feemed not only to have broken, 
but to have annihilated the power of one of the rivals; fo 
that the profpeft of the fudden and entire revolution which 
this would occafion in- the political fyftem, filled him with 
the moft difquieting apprehenfions. He faw all Europe in 
danger of being over-run by an ambitious prince, to whofe 
power there now remained no counterpoife; and though he I 
himfelf might at firft be admitted, in quality of an ally, to I 
fome (hare in the fpoils of the captive monarch, it was eafy ft 
to difeern, that with regard to the manner of making the I 
partition, as well as liis fecurity for keeping poffeffiou of 1 
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what (Tiould be allotted him, he mull abfolutely depend up- 
on the will of a confederate, to whofe forces his own bore 
no proportion. He was fenfible, that if Charles were per- 
mitted to add any confiderable part of France to the va;t 
dominions of which he was already mailer, his neighbour- 
hood would be much more formidable to England than that 
of the ancient French kings; while, at the fame time, the 
proper balance on the continent, to which England owed 
both its fafety and importance,, would be entirely loft. Con- 
cern for the fituation of the unhappy monarch co-operated 
with thefe political conftderations; his' gallant behaviour in 
the battle of Pavia had excited an high degree of admira- 
tion, which never fails of augmenting fympathy; and Hen- 
ry, naturally fufceptible of generous fentiments, was fond of 
appearing as the deliverer of a vanquifhed enemy from a ftate 
of captivity. The pafiions of the Englilh mxnifter feconded 
the inclinations of the monarch. Wolfey, who had not for- 
gotten the difappointment of his hopes in two fuccefiive con- 
claves, which he imputed chiefly to the emperor, thought 
this a proper opportunity of taking revenge; and Louife, 
courting the friendfhip of England with fuch flattering fub- 
mifiions as were no lefs agreeable to the king than to the 
cardinal, Henry gave her fecret aflurances that he would 
not lend his aid towards oppreffing France, in its prefent 
helplefs ftate, and obliged her to promife that (he would not 
confent to difmember the kingdom, even in order to pro- 
cure her fon’s liberty^. 

But as Henry’s connedlions with the emperor made it 
necelfary to adt in fuch a manner as to fave appearances, be 
ordered public rejoicings to be made in his dominions for the 
fuccefs of the Imperial arms; and, as if he had been eager 
to feize the prefent opportunity of ruining the French mo- 
narchy, he fent ambaffadors to Madrid, to congratulate with 
Charles upon his victory; to put him in mind, that he, as. 
his ally, engaged in one common caufe, was entitled to par- 

§ Mem. de Bellay, 94. Guic. 1. xvh 318. Herbert. 
T. 2 
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take in the fruits of it; and to require that, in compliance 
with the terms of their confederacy, he would invade Gui- 
enne with a powerful army, in order to give him pofleffion 
of that province. At the fame time, he offered to fend the 
princefs Mary into Spain or the Low Countries, that fhe 
might be educated under the emperor’s direction, until the 
conclufion of the marriage agreed on between them; and in 
return for that mark of his confidence, he infilled that Fran- 
cis fhould be delivered to him, in confequence of that article 
in the treaty of Bruges, whereby each of the contracting 
parties was bound to furrender all ufurpers to him whofe 
rights they had invaded. It was impoflible that Henry 
could expefi that the emperor would liflen to thefe extrava- 
gant demands, which it was neither his intereft, nor in his 
power to grant. They appear evidently to have been made 
with no other intention than to furnifh him with a decent 
pretext for entering into fuch engagements with France as 
the junfture required*. 

It was among the Italian ftates, however, that the victory 
of Pavia occafipned the greateft alarm and terror. That 
balance of power on which they relied for their fecurity, 
and which it had been the conllant objeft of all their ne- 
gotiations and refinements to maintain, was deflroyed in a 
moment. They were expofed by their fituation to feel the 
firfl effects of the uncontrouled authority which Charles had 
acquired. They obferved many fymptoms of a boundlefs 
ambition in that young prince, and were fenfible that, as em- 
peror or king of Naples, he might not only form dangerous 
pretenfions upon each of their territories, but might invade 
them with great advantage. They deliberated, therefore, 
with great folicitude concerning the means of railing fuch 
a force as might obltrudl his progrefs")*- But their conful- 
tations, conducted with little union, and executed with leis 

* Herbert, p. 64. 
4 Guic. 1. xvi 300. Rufcelli Lettere de Pane. u. 74, 76> 
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vigour, had no effect. Clement, inftead of purfuing the 
meafures which he had concerted with the Venetians for fe- 
curing the liberty of Italy, was fo intimidated by Lannoy’s 
threats, or overcome by his promifes, that he entered into a 
feparate treaty [April x,]] binding himfelf to advance a 
confiderable fum to the emperor, in return for certain emo- 
luments which he was to receive from him. The money 
was initantly paid; but Charles afterwards refufed to ratify 
the treaty; and the pope remained expofed at once to infa- 
my and to ridicule; to the former, becaufe he had deferted 
the public caufe for his private intereft; to the latter, becaufe 
he had been a lofer by that unworthy a£iion§. 

How difhonourable foever the arlifice might be which 
was employed in order to defraud the pope of this fum, it 
came very feafonably into the viceroy’s hands, and put it in 
his power to extricate himfelf out of an imminent danger. 
•Soon after the defeat of the French army, the German 
troops, which had defended Pavia with fuch meritorious cou- 
rage and perfeverance, growing infolent upon the fame that 
they had acquired, and impatient of relying any longer on 
fruitlefs promifes, with which they had been fo often amuf- 
ed, rendered themfelves mailers of the town, with a refolu- 
tion to keep pofTefllon of it as a fecurity for the payment 
of their arrears; and the reft of the army diicovered a much 
ftronger inclination to afiift, than to punifh the mutineers. 
By dividing among them the money exacted from the pope, 
.Lannoy quieted the tumultuous Germans; but though this 
fatisfied their prefent demands, he had fo little profpedt of 
being able to pay them or his other forces regularly for the 
future, and was under fuch continual apprehenfions of their 
feizing the perfon of the captive king, that, not long after, 
he was obliged to difimfs all the Germans and Italians in the 
Imperial fervice||. Thus, from a circumftance that now ap- 

§ Guic.lib. xvi. 305. Mauroceni Iliftor. Venet. an. Iftorichi 
dell cole Venez. V. 131, 136. 
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pears very fingular, but arifing naturally from tbe conftitu- 
tion of molt European governments in the fixteenth centu- 
ry, while Charles was fufpefted by all his neighbours of aim- 
ing at univerfal monarchy, and while he was really forming 
vail: proje&s of this kind, his revenues were fo limited, that 
he could not keep on foot his viftorious army, though it 
did not exceed twenty-four thoufand men. 

During thefe tranfactions, Charles, whofe pretenfions to 
moderation and diiintereftednefs were foon forgotten, deli- 
berated, with the utmoft folicitude, how he might derive the 
greateft advantages from the misfortune of his adverfary. 
Some of his counfellors advifed him to treat Francis with the ( 

magnamity that became a victorious prince, and, inftead of 
taking advantage of his fituation, to impofe rigorous condi- 
tions, to difmifs him on fuch equal terms, as w'ould bind him 
for ever to his intereft by the ties of gratitude and affection, 
more forcible as well as more permanent than any which 
could be formed by extorted oaths and involuntary Itipula- 
tions. Such an exertion of generofity is not, perhaps, to 
be expected in the condudt of political affairs, and it was far 
too refined for that prince to whom it was propofed. The 
more obvious, but lefs fplendid fcheme, of endeavouring to 
make the utmoft of Francis’s calamity, had a greater num- 
ber in the council to recommend it, and fuited better with 
the emperor’s genius. But though Charles adopted this 
plan, he feems not to have executed it in the moft proper 
manner. Inftead of making one great effort to penetrate 
into France with all the forces of Spain and the Low Coun- 
tries; inftead of crufhing the Italian flat's; before they reco- 
vered from the confternation which the fuccefs of his arms 
bad occafioned, he had recourfe to the artifices of intrigue 
and negotiation. This proceeded partly from neceffity, 
partly from the natural difpofition of his mind. The fitu- 
ation of his finances at that time rendered it extremely diffi- 
cult to carry on any extraordinary armament; and he him- 
ftlf having never appeared at the head of his armies, the 
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command of which he had hitherto committed to his gene- 
rals, was averfe to bold and martial counfels, and trailed 
more to the arts with which he was acquainted. He laid 
belides, too much ftrefs upon the viftory of Pavia, as if by 
that event the ftrength of France had been annihilated, its 
refources exhaulled, and the kingdom itfelf, no lefs than the 
perfon of its monarch, had been fubjefled to his power. 

Full of this opinion, he determined to fet the higheft 
price upon Francis’s freedom, and having ordered the count 
de Roeux to vifit the captive king in his name, he inllruCted 
him to propofe the following articles as the conditions on 
which he would grant him his liberty: that he Ihould re- 
llore Burgundy to the emperor, from whofe anceltors it had 
been unjullly wrefted; that he Ihould furrender Provence 
and Dauphine, that they might be erected into an indepen.-. 
dent kingdom for the conftable Bourbon; that he Ihould 
make full fatisfaclion to the king of England for all his 
claims, and finally renounce the pretenfions of France to 
Naples, Milan, or any other territory in Italy. When 
Francis, who had hithetto flattered himfelf, that he fhould 
be treated by the emperor with the generofity becoming 
one great prince towards another, heard thefe rigorous con- 
ditions, he was fo tranfported with indignation, that, draw- 
ing his dagger haflily, he cried out, “ ’Twere better that 
a king fhould die thus.” Alargon, alarmed at his vehe- 
mence, laid hold on his hand; but though he foon recovered 
greater compofure, he flill declared, in the mofl folemn 
manner, that he would rather remain a prifoner during life, 
than purchafe liberty by fuch ignominious conceflions-j'. 

d his mortifying difcovery of the emperor’s intentions 
greatly augmented Francis’s chagrin and impatience under 
his confinement, and mull have driven him to abfolute 
defpair, if he had not laid hold of the only thing which 
could flill adminifler any comfort to him. He perfuaded 
himfelf, that the conditions which Roeux had propofed 

| Mem. de Bellay, 94. Ferreras Ilift. ix. 43. 
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did not flow originally from Charles himfeif, but were dic- 
tated by the rigorous policy of his Spanifli council; and 
that therefore he might hope, in one perfonal interview with 
him, to do more towards haftening his own deliverance, 
than could be effe&ed by long negotiations palling through 
the fubordinate hands of his minifters. Relying on this 
fuppofition, which proceeded from too favourable an opi- 
nion of the emperor’s charafter, he offered to vifit him in 
Spain, and was willing to be carried thither as a fpeflacle 
to that haughty nation. Lannoy employed all his addrefs 
to confirm him in thefe fentiments; and concerted with him 
in fecret the manner of executing this refolution. Francis 
was fo eager on a fcheme which feemed to open fome prof. 
peel of liberty, that he furnilhed the galleys neceffary for 
conveying him to Spain, Charles being at that time unable to 
fit out a fquadron for that purpofe. The viceroy, with- 
out communicating his intentions either to Bourbon or Pef- 
cara, conducted his prifoner towards Genoa, under pre- 
tence of tranfporting him by fea to Naples; though foon 
after they fet fail, he ordered the pilots to fleer directly for 
Spain; but the wind happening to carry them near the 
French coaft, the unfortunate monarch had a full profpett 
of his own dominions, towards which he call many a for- 
rowful and defiring look. They landed, however, in a few 
days at Barcelona, and foon after Francis was lodged 
£Aug. 24], by the emperor’s command, in the Alcazar of 
Madrid, under the care of the vigilant Ala^on, w'ho guarded 
him with as much circumfpe&ion as ever*. 

A few days after Francis’s arrival at Madrid, and when 
he began to be fenfible of his having relied without founda- 
tion on the emperor’s generofity, Henry VIII. concluded 
a treaty with the regent of France, which afforded him fome 
hope of liberty from another quarter. Henry’s extravagant 
demands had been received at Madrid with that negleft 
which they deferved, and wdiich he probably expected. 

? Mem. de Bellay, 95. P. Mart. Ep. ult. Guic. lib. xvi. 3:3. 
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Charles, intoxicated with profperity, no longer courted him 
in that refpeftful and fubmiflive manner which pleafed hi* 
haughty temper. Wolfey, no lefs haughty than his mailer, 
was highly irritated at the emperor’s difcontinuing his won- 
ted careffes and profefiions of friendihip to himfelf. Thefe 
flight offences, added to the weighty confiderations formerly 
mentioned, induced Henry to enter into a defenlive alliance 
with Louife, in which all the differences between him and 
her fon were adjufled; at the fame time he engaged that he 
would employ his heft offices in order to procure the de- 
liverance of his new ally from a flate of captivity •}•. 

While the open defection of fuch a powerful confederate 
affected Charles with deep concern, a fecret confpiracy was 
carrying on in Italy, which threatened him with confequen- 
ces (till more fatal. The refllefs and intriguing genius of 
Morone, chancellor of Milan, gave rife to this. His re- 
venge had been amply gratified by the expulfion of the 
French out of Italy, and his vanity no lefs foothed by the 
re-eflablilhment of Sforza, to whofe interefl he had attach- 
ed himfelf in the dutchy of Milan. The delays, however, and 
evafions of the Imperial court, in granting Sforza the invef- 
titure of his new acquired territories, had long alarmed Mor- 
one ; thefe were repeated fo often, and with fuch apparent ar- 
tifice, as became a full proof to his fufpicious mind that the 
emperor intended to ftrip his mafler of that rich country which 
he had conquered in his name. Though Charles, in order to 
quiet the pope and Venetians, no- lefs jealous of his defigns 
than Morone, gave Storza, at lafl, the invefliture which had 
been fo long defired; the charter was clogged with fo many re- 
fervations, and fubjefted him to fuch grievous burdens, as ren- 
dered the duke of Milan a dependent on the emperor, rather 
than a vaffal of the empire, and afforded him hardly any other 
fecurity for his poffeffions than the good pleafure of an ambi- 
tious fuperior. Such an acceffion of power as would have ac- 
crued from the addition of the Milanefe to the kingdom of 

f Herbert. Fiddes’s Life of Wolfey, 337. 
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Naples, was confidered by Morone as fatal to the liberties of 
Italy, no lefs than to his own importance. Full of this 
idea he began to revolve in his mind the poffibility of re- 
fcuing Italy from the yoke of foreigners; the darling 
fcheme, as has been already obferved, of the Italian politi- 
cians in that age, and which it was the great object of their 
ambition to accomplilh. If to the glory of having been the 
chief inftrument of driving the French out of Milan, he could 
add that of delivering Naples from the dominion of the Spa- 
niards, he thought that nothing would be wanting to 
complete his fame. His fertile genius foon fuggefted to 
him a projeft for that purpofe; a difficult, indeed, and dar- 
ing one, but for that very reafon more agreeable to his bold 
and enterprifing temper. 

Bourbon and Pefcara were equally enraged at Lannoy’s 
carrying the French king into Spain without their know- 
ledge. The former, being afraid that the two monarchs 
might, in hisabfence, conclude feme treaty, in which his in- 
terefts would be entirely facrificed, haftened to Madrid, in 
order to guard againft that danger. The latter, on whom 
the command of the army now devolved, was obliged to re- 
main in Italy; but in every company, he gave vent to his in- 
dignation againft the viceroy, in expreffions full of rancour 
and contempt; he accufed him, in a letter to the emperor, 
of cowardice in the time of danger, and of infolence after 
victory, towards the obtaining of which he had contributed 
nothing either by his valour or his conduct; nor did he ab- 
ftain from bitter complaints againft the emperor himfelf, 
who had not difeovered, as he imagined, a fufficient fenfe of 
his merit, nor beftowed any adequate reward on his fervices. 
It was on this difguft of Pefcara, that Morone founded his 
whole fyftem. He knew the bpundlefs ambition of his na- 
ture, the great extent of his abilities in peace as well as war, 
and the intrepidity of his mind, capable alike of undertak- 
ing and of executing the moft defperatc defigns. The can- 
tonment of the Spaniffi troops on the frontier of the Milan- 
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•cfe gave occafion to many interviews between him and Mo- 
yone, in which the latter took care frequently to turn the 
converfation to the tranfaftions fubfequent to the battle of 
Pavia, a fubject upon which the marq.'is always entered wil- 
lingly and with paffion; and Morone obferving his refent- 
ment to be uniformly violent, artfully pointed out and ag- 
gravated every circumftance that could increafe its fury. 
He painted, in the ftrongefl: colours, the emperor’s want of 
difcernment, as well as of gratitude, in preferring Lannoy to 
him, and in allowing that prefumptuous Fleming to difpofe 
of the captive king, without confulting the man to whofe 
bravery and wifdom Charles was indebted for the glory of 
having a formidable rival in his power. Having warmed 
him by fuch difcourfes, he then began to infinuate, that 
now was the time to be avenged for thefe infults, and to ac- 
quire immortal renown as the deliverer of his country from 
the oppreffion of ftrangers; that the ftates of Italy, weary 
of the ignominious and intolerable dominion of barbarians, 
were at lalt ready to combine in order to vindicate their own 
independence; that their eyes were fixed on him as the only 
leader whofe genius and good fortune could enfure the hap. 
py fuccefs of that noble enterprife; that the attempt was no 
lefs practicable than glorious, it being in his power fo to 
difperfe the Spanifh infantry, the only body of the emperor’s 
troops that remained in Italy, through the villages of the 
Milanefe, that, in one night, they might be deftroyed by the 
people, who having fuffered much by their exactions and in- 
folence, would gladly undertake this fervice; that he might 
then, without oppofition, take polfefiion of the throne of 
Naples, the llation deftined for him, and a reward not un- 
worthy the reftorer of liberty to Italy; that the pope, of 
whom that kingdom held, and whofe predeceffors had dif- 
pofed of it on many former occafions, would willingly grant 
liitn the right of inveftiture; that the Venetians, the Floren- 
tines, the duke of Milan, to whom he had communicated 
tire feherae, together with the French, would be the gua- 
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rantees of his right; that the Neapolitans would naturally 
prefer the government of one of their countrymen, whom 
they loved and admired, to that odious dominion of Itran- 
gers, to which they had been fo long fubjefted; and that 
the emperor, aftonilhed at a blow fo unexpected, would find 
that he had neither troops nor money to refill fuch a power- 
ful confederacyf. 

Pefcara, amazed at the boldnefs and extent of the fcheme, 
liftened attentively to Morone, but with the countenance 
of a man loft in profound and anxious thought. On the one 
hand, the infamy of betraying his fovereign, under whom 
he bore fuch high command, deterred him from the at- 
tempt; on the other, the profped of obtaining a crown al- 
lured him to venture upon it. After continuing a fhort 
fpace in fufpenfe, the leaft commendable motives, as is ufual 
after fuch deliberations, prevailed, and ambition triumphed 
over honour. In order, however, to throw a colour of de- 
cency on his conduft, he infilled that fome learned cafuifts 
Ihould give their opinion, “ Whether it was lawful for a 
iubjetl to take arms againft his immediate fovereign, in obe- 
dience to the lord paramount of whom the kingdom itfelf 
was held?” Such a refolution of the cafe as he expefted 
was foon obtained from the divines and civilians both of 
Rome and Milan; the negotiation went forward; and mea- 
fures feemed to be taking with great fpirit for the fpeedy 
execution of the defign. 

During this interval, Pefcara, either fhocked at the 
treachery of the aClion that he was going to commit, or de- 
fpairing of its fuccefs, began to entertain thoughts of aban- 
doning the engagements which he had come under. The 
indifpofition of Sforza, who happened at that time to be 
taken ill of a diftemper which was thought mortal, confirm- 
ed his refolution, and determined him to make known the 
whole confpiracy to the emperor, deemed it more prudent 

+ Guic. lib. xvi. 32.T. Jovii Vita Davali, p. 417- Oeuv. de 
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to expect the dutchy of Milan from him as the reward of 
this difcovery, than to aim at a kingdom to be purchafed by 
a feries of crimes. This refolution, however, proved the 
fource of actions hardly lefs criminal and ignominious. The 
emperor, who had already received full information concern- 
ing the confpiracy from other hands, feemed to be highly 
pleafed with Pefcara’s fidelity, and commanded him to con- 
tinue his intrigues for fome time with the pope and Sforza, 
both that he might difcover their intentions more fully, and 
that he might be able to convict them of the crime with, 
greater certainty. Pefcara, confcious of guilt, as well as 
fenfible how fufpicious his long fdence muft have appeared at 
Madrid, durfl not decline that difhonourable office; and 
was obliged to a6t the meaneft and moft difgraceful of all 
parts, that of feducing with a purpofe to betray. Confi- 
dering the abilities ofthe perfons with whom he had to deal, 
the part was fcarcely lefs difficult than bafe; but he ailed 
it with fuch addrefs, as to deceive even the penetrating eye 
of Morone, who relying with full confidence on his finceri- 
ty, vifited him at Novara, in order to put the laft hand to 
their machinations. Pefcara received him in an apartment 
where Antonio de Leyva was placed behind the tapeftry, 
that he might overhear and bear witnefs to their converfa- 
tion; as Morone was about to take leave, that officer fud- 
denly appeared, and to his aflonifhment arrefled him prifon- 
cr in the emperor’s name. He was conduced to the caltle 
of Pavia; and Pefcara, who had fo lately been his accom- 
plice, had now the affurance to interrogate him as his judge. 
At the fame time, the emperor declared Sforza to have for- 
feited all right to the dutchy of Milan, by his engaging in 
a confpiracy againfl the fovereign of whom he held; Pefca. 
ra, by his command, feized on every place in the Milanefe, 
except the caftles of Cremona and Milan, which the unfor- 
tunate duke attempting to defend, were clofely blockaded 
by the Imperial troops *. 

* Guic. lib.xvi. 329. Jovii Hifh 319. Capella, lib. v. p. zoo. 
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But though this unfuccefsful confpiracy, inftead of ftrip- 
ping the emperor of what he already poffeffed in Italy, con- 
tributed to extend his dominions in that country, it Ihewed 
him the neceffity of coming to fome agreement with the 
French king, unlefs he chofe to draw on himfelf a confede- 
racy of all Europe, which the progrefs of his arms and his 
ambition, now as undifguifed as it was boundlefs, filled with 
eeneral alarm. He had not hitherto treated Francis with O 
the generofity which that monarch expe&ed, and hardly 
with the decency due to his ftation. Inftead of difplaying 
the fentiments becoming a great prince, Charles, by his 
mode of treating Francis, feems to have acted with the mer- 
cenary art of a corfair, who, by the rigorous ufage of his 
prifoners, endeavours to draw from them an higher price for 
their ranfom. The captive king was confined in an old 
caflJe, under a keeper whofe formal aufterity of manners ren- 
dered his vigilance ftill more difgufting. He was allowed 
no exercife but that of riding on a mule, furrounded with 
armed guards on horfeback. Charles, on pretence of its be- 
ing neceffary to attend the Cortes affembled in Toledo, had 
gone to refide in that city, and fuffered feveral weeks to e- 
lapfe without vifiting Francis, though he folicited an inter- 
view with the mod preffing'and fubmiflive importunity. So 
many indignities made a deep imprefiion on an high-fpirited 
prince; he began to lofe all relifh for his ufual amufements; 
his natural gaiety of temper forfook him; and after lan- 
guifhing for fome time, he was feized with a dangerous fe- 
ver, during the violence of which he complained conftantly 
of the unexpedfed and unprincely rigour with which he had 
been treated, often exclaiming, that now the emperor would 
have the fatisfa&ion of his dying a prifoner in his hands, 
without having once deigned to fee his face. ’I he phyfici- 
ans, at lad, defpaired of his life, and informed the emperor 
that they faw no hope of his recovery, unlefs he were grati- 
fied with regard to that point on which he feemed to be fo 
ih-ongly bent. Charles, felicitous to preferVC a life with 
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which all his profpefts of farther advantage from the victo- 
ry of Pavia mull have terminated, immediately confulted his 
minillers concerning the courfe to be taken. In vain did 
the chancellor Gattinara, the moft able among them, repre- 
fent to him the indecency of his vifiting Francis, if he did 
not intend to fet him at liberty immediately upon equal 
terms; in vain did he point out the infamy to which he 
would be expofed, if avarice or ambition fhould prevail on 
him to give the captive monarch this mark of attention and 
fympathy, for which humanity and generoiity had pleaded 
fo long without effect. The emperor, lefs delicate, or lefs feli- 
citous about reputation than his minifter, fet out for Madrid 
to vifit his prifoner [Sept. 28J. The interview was ihort; 
Francis being too weak to bear a long converfation, Charles 
accoiled him in terms full of affection and refpedt, and gave 
him fuch promifes of fpeedy deliverance and princely treat- 
ment, as would have reflected the greatelt honour upon him. 
if they had flowed from another fource. Francis grafped 
at them with the eagernefs natural in his fituation; and 
cheered with this gleam of hope, began to revive from tliat 
moment, recovering rapidly his wonted health*. 

He had foon the mortification to find, that his confi- 
dence in the emperor was not better founded than formerly. 
Charles returned inftantly to Toledo; all negotiations Were 
carried on by his minifters; and Francis was kept in as ft riel 
cuftody as ever. A new indignity, and that very galling, 
was added to all thofe he had already fuffered. Bourbon 
arriving in Spain about this time, Charles, who had fo long 
refufed to vifit the king of France, received his rebellious 
fubjedl with the moft ftudied refpedl [Nov. 15]. He met 
him without the gates of Toledo, embraced him with the 
greateft affedlion, and placing him on his left hand, con- 
duced him to his apartment. Thefe marks of honour to 
him, were fo many infults to the unfortunate monarch; 
which he felt in a very fenlible manner. It afforded him 

* Guic. 1. xYi.359. Sandov. Hift. i. 665. 
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fame confolation, however, to obferve, that the fentiments of 
the Spaniards differed widely from thofe of their fovereign. 
That generous people detefted Bourbon’s crime. Notvvith- 
ftanding his great talents and important fervices, they fliim- 
ned all intercourfe with him, to fuch a degree, that Charles 
having defiredthe marquis de Villena to permit Bourbon to 
refide in his palace while the court remained in Toledo, he 
politely replied, “ That he could not refufe gratifying his 
fovereign in that requeft;” but added, with a Caftilian dig- 
nity of mind, that the emperor muft not be furprifed if, the 
moment the conftable departed, he fhould burn to the ground 
a houfe which, having been polluted by the prefence of a 
traitor, became an unfit habitation for a man of honour-)-. 

Charles himfelf, neverthelefs, feemed to have it much at 
heart to reward Bourbon’s fervices in a fignal manner. But 
as he infilled, in the firft place, on the accomplilhment of 
the emperor’s promife of giving him in marriage his fifter 
Eleanora, queen-dowager of Portugal, the honour of which 
alliance had been one of his chief inducements to rebel a- 
gainfl his lawful fovereign; as Francis, in order to prevent 
fuch a dangerous union, had offered, before he left Italy, 
to marry that princefs; and as Eleanora herfelf difcovered 
an inclination rather to match with a powerful monarch, 
than with his exiled fubjeft; all thefe interfering circum- 
ffances created great embarraffment to Charles, and left him 
hardly any hope of extricating himfelf with decency. But 
the death of Pefcara, who, at the age of thirty-fix, left be- 
hind him the reputation of being one of the greatefl generals 
and ablefl politicians of that century, happened opportune- 
ly at this juncture [December] for his relief. By that e- 
vent, the command of the army in Italy became vacant, and 
Charles, always fertile in refources, perfuaded Bourbon, who 
was in no condition to difpute his will, to accept the office 
of general in chief there, together with a grant of the dut- 

* Guic. 1. xyi. 335. 
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chy of Milan forfeited by Sforza; and in return for tbefe to 
relinquifh all hopes of marrying the queen of Portugal*. 

The chief obftacle that ftood in. the way of Francis’s li- 
berty was the emperor’s continuing to infift fo peremptori- 
ly on the reftitution of Burgundy, as a preliminary to that 
event. Francis often declared, that he would never confent 
to difmember his kingdom; and that, even if he fhould fo 
far forget the duties of a monarch, as to come to fuch a re- 
folution, the fundamental laws of the nation would prevent 
its taking effedt. On his part he was willing to make an ab- 
folute ceffion to the emperor of all his pretenfions in Italy 
and the Low Countries; he promifed to reltore to Bourbon 
all his lands which had been confifcated; he renewed his 
propofal of marrying the emperor’s lifter, the queen-dowa- 
ger of Portugal; and engaged to pay a gfeat fum by way of 
ranfom for his own perfon. But all mutual efteem and con- 
fidence between the two monarchs were now entirely loft; 
there appeared, on the one hand, a rapacious ambition la- 
bouring to avail itfelf of every favourable circumftance; 00 
the other, fufpicion and refentment, Handing perpetually on 
their guard ; fo that the profpeft of bringing their negoti- 
ations to an iffue ieemed to be far diftant. The dutchefs of 
Alenin, the French king’s filler, whom Charles permitted 
to vilit her brother in his confinement, employed all her ad- 
drefs, in order to procure his liberty on more reafonablc 
terms. Henry of England interpofed his good offices to the 
fame purpofe ; but both with fo little fuccefs, that Francis- 
in defpair took fuddenly the refolution of refigning his crown, 
with all its rights and prerogatives, to his fon the dauphin-, 
determined rather to end his days in prifon, than to purchafe 
his freedom by conceffions unworthy of a king. The deed 
for this purpofe he figned with legal formality in Madrid,- 
empowering his filler to carry it into France, that it might 
be regillered in all the parliaments of the kingdom; and at 
the fame time intimating his intention to the emperor, hot 

* Sandov. Hilt. i. (>■;(). Oeuv. de Brant, iv. 24.9, 
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defired him to name the place of his confinement, and to af- 
fign him a proper number of attendants during the remain- 
der of his daysj. 

This refolution of the French king had great effeft; 
Charles began to be fenfible, that by pufhing rigour to ex- 
«efs he might defeat his own meafures; and inftead of the 
vafi advantages which he hoped to draw from ranfoming a 
powerful monarch, he might at laft find in his hands a prince 
without dominions or revenues. About the fame time, one 
ef the king of Navarre’s domeftics happened, by an extraor- 
dinary exertion of fidelity, courage, and addrefs, to procure 
his mailer an opportunity of efcaping from the prifon in 
which he had been confined ever fince the battle of Pavia. 
This convinced the emperor, that the moil vigilant atten- 
tion of his officers might be eluded by the ingenuity or bold- 
nefs of Francis or his attendants, and one unlucky hour 
might deprive him of all the advantages which he had been 
fo felicitous to obtain. By thefe confiderations, he was in- 
duced to abate fomewhat of his former demands. On the 
other hand, Francis’s impatience under confinement daily in- 
creafed; and having received certain intelligence of a power- 
ful league forming againil his rival in Italy, he grew more 
compliant with regard to concefilons, trailing that, if he 
could once obtain his liberty, he would foon be in a condi- 
tion to refume whatever he had yielded. 

1526.j Such being the views and fentiments of the two 
monarchs, the treaty which procured Francis his liberty was 
jfigned at Madrid, on the fourteenth of January one thou- 
fand five hundred and twenty-fix. The article with regard to 
Burgundy, which had hitherto created the greateil difficulty, 
was compromifed, Francis engaging to reilore that dutchy 
with all its dependencies in full fovereignty to the emperor j 
and Charles confenting, that this refiitution fhould not be 
made until the king was fet at liberty; in order to fecure 

i This paper is publifhed in Mcmoires Hifloriques, &c. par M» 
i'Atfcsr Raynal, wn;. ii. p. iji. 
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the performance of this, as well as the other conditions in 
the treaty, Francis agreed that at the fame inftant when he 
himfelf fhould be releafed, he would deliver as hoftages to 
the emperor, his eldeft fon the dauphin, his fecond fon the 
duke of Orleans, or in lieu of the latter, twelve of his prin- 
cipal, nobility, to be named by Charles. The other arti- 
cles fwelled to a great number, and, though not of fuch im- 

| portance, were extremely rigorous. Among thefe the moil 
j remarkable were, that Francis (hould renounce all his pre- 
I tenfions in Italy; that he fhould difclaim any title which he 
| had to the fovereignty of Flanders and Artois; that, within 
;j fix weeks after his releafe, he fhould reftore to Bourbon, 

and his adherents, all their goods, moveable and immoveable, 
and make them full reparation for the damages which they 
had fuftained by the confifcatjon of them; that he fhould 
ufe his interefl with Henry d’Albret to relinquifh his pre- 

ij tenfions to the crown of Navarre, and fhould not for the fu- 
j ture affift him in any attempt to recover it; that there 

fhould be eftablifhed between the emperor and Francis a 
league of perpetual friendfliip and confederacy, with a pro- 
mife of mutual affiflance in every cafe of necellity ; that, in 

I; corrobation of this union, Francis fhould marry the empe- 
ror’s filler, the queen-dowager of Portugal; that Francis 
Ihould caufe all the articles of this treaty to be ratified by 
the Hates, and regiflered in the parliaments of his kingdom; 
that, upon the emperor’s receiving this ratification, the 
hoftages fhould be let at liberty; but in their place, the 
duke of Angouleme, the king’s third fon, fhould be deliver- 
ed to Charles, that, in order to manifeft, as well as to 
ftrengthen the amity between the two monarchs, he might 
be educated at the Imperial court; and that if Francis did 
not, within the time limited, fulfil the ftipulations in the 
treaty, he fhould promife, upon his honour and oath, to re- 
turn into Spain, and to furrender himfelf again a prifoner 
to the emperor*. 

* Recueii des Trait, tom. ii. 113. Ulloa Vita dell Carlo V. p. 
103, &e. r 
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By this treaty, Charles flattered himfelf that he had not 
only effe&ually humbled his rival, but that he had taken 
fuch precautions as would for ever prevent his re-attaining 
any formidable degree of power. The opinion, which the 
wifeft politicians formed concerning it, was very different; 
they could not perfuade themfelves that Francis, after ob- 
taining his liberty, would execute articles againft which he 
had ftruggled fo long, and to which, notwithftanding all 
that he felt during a long and rigorous confinement, he 
had confented with the utmoft reluftance. Ambition and 
refentment, they knew, would confpire in prompting him 
to violate the hard conditions to which he had been con- 
flrained to fubmit; nor would arguments and cafuiftry be 
wanting to reprefent that which was fo manifeftly advanta- 
geous, to be neceflary and juft. If one part of Francis’s 
conduit had been known at that time, this opinion might 
have been founded, not in conjeiture, but in certainty. A 
few houis before he figned the treaty, he affemblcd fuch of 
his counfellors as were then in Madrid, and having exacted 
from them a folemn oath of fecrecy, he made a long enume- 
ration in their prefence of the difhonourable arts, as well as 
unprincely rigour, which the emperor had employed in or- 
der to enfnare or intimidate him. For that reafon, he took 
a formal proteft in the hands of notaries, that his confent to 
the treaty fhould be confidered as an involuntary deed, and 
be deemed null and voidf. By this difingenuous artifice 
for which even the treatment that he had met with was no 
apology, Francis endeavoured to fatisfy his honour and 
confcience in figning the treaty, and to provide at the fame 
time a pretext on which to break it. 

Great, meanwhile were the outward demonftrations of love 
and confidence between the two monarchs;. they appeared 
often together in public; they frequently bad long confer- 
ences in private; they travelled in the fame litter, and join- r 
ed in the fame amufements. But amidft thefe figns of peace 

f Recueil des Trait, tom. ii. p. 107. 
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and frlendfhip, the emperor ftill harboured fufpicion in his 
mind. Though the ceremonies of the marriage between 
Francis and the queen of Portugal were performed foon af- 
ter the conclufion of the treaty, Charles would not permit 
him to confummate it until the return of the ratification 
from France. Even then Francis was not allowed to be at 
full liberty; his guards were ftill continued; though careifed 
as a brother-in-law, he was ftill watched like a prifoner; and 
it was obvious to attentive obfervers, that an union, in the 
very beginning of which there might be difcerned fuch fymp- 
toms of jealoufy and diftruft, could not be cordial, or of long 
continuance J. 

About a month after the figning of the treaty, the re- 
gent’s ratification of it was brought from France; and that 
wife princefs, preferring, on this occafion, the public good 
to domeftic affettion, informed her fon, that, inftead of the 
twelve noblemen named in the treaty, fhe had fent the duke 
of Orleans along with his brother the dauphin to the fron- 
tier, as the kingdom could fuffer nothing by the abfence of 
a child, but muft be left almoft incapable of defence, if de- 
prived of its ableft ftatefmen and moft experienced generals, 
whom Charles had artfully included in his nomination. At 
laft Francis took leave of the emperor, whofe fufpicion of 
the king’s fincerity increafing, as the time of putting it to 
the proof approached, he endeavoured to bind him ftill fafter 
by exa&ing new promifes, which, after thofe he had already 
made, the French monarch was not flow to grant. He fet 
out from Madrid, a place which the remembrance of many 
afflicting circumftances rendered peculiarly odious to him, 
with the joy natural on fuch an occafion, and began the long- 
wilhed-for journey towards his own dominions. He was e- 
fcorted by a body of horfe under the command of Ala^on, 
who, as the king drew near the frontiers of France, guarded 
him with more fcrupulous exaftnefs than ever. When he 
arrived at the river Andaye, which feparates the two king- 

$ Guic. 1. xvi. 353. 
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doms, Lautrec appeared on the oppofite bank with a guard 
of horfe equal in number to Alarcon’s. An empty bark was 
moored in the middle of the ftream; the attendants drew 
up in order on the oppofite banks; at the fame inftant, 
Lannoy with eight gentlemen put off from the Spanifh, and 
Lautrec with the fame number from the French fide of the 
river; the former had the king in his boat; the latter, the 
dauphin and duke of Orleans; they met in the empty veffel; 
the exchange wras made in a moment: Francis, after a fhort 
embrace of his children, leaped into Lautrec’s boat, and 
reached the French fhore. He mounted at that inftant a 
Turkifh horfe, waved his hand over his head, and with a 
joyful voice crying aloud feveral times, “ I am yet a king,” 
galloped full fpeed to St. John de Luz, and from thence to 
Bayonne. This event, no lefs impatiently defired by the 
French nation than by their monarch, happened on the 
eighteenth of March, a year and twenty-two days after the 
fatal battle of Pavia*. 

Soon after the emperor had taken leave of Francis, and 
permitted him to begin his journey towards his own domini- 
ons, he fet out for Seville, in order to folemnize his marriage 
with Ifabella, the daughter of Emanuel, the late king of Por- 
tugal, and the lifter of John III. who had fucceeded him in 
the throne of that kingdom. Ifabella was a princefs of un- 
common beauty and accomplifhments; and as the Cortes, 
both in Caftile and Aragon, had warmly folicited their fo- 
vereign to many, the choice of a wife, fo nearly allied to the 
royal blood of both kingdoms, was extremely acceptable to 
his fubjecls. The Portuguefe, fond of this new connexion 
with the firft monarch in Chriftendom, granted him an ex- 
traordinary dowry with Ifabella, amounting to nine hundred 
thoufand crowns, a fum which, from the fituation of his af- 
fairs at this juncture, was of no fmall confequence to the em- 
peror. The marriage was celebrated [March 12J with 
that fplendour and gaiety which became a great and youth- 

* Sandov. Hill. i. 735. Guic. 1. xvi. 353. 
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ful prince. 
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: 

Charles lived with Ifabella in perfect harmony, 
and treated her on all occafions with much diftindtion and . 
regard *. 

During thefe tranfaclions, Charles could hardly give any 
attention to the affairs of Germany, though it was torn in 
pieces by commotions, which threatened the moft danger- 
ous confequences. By the feudal inftitutions, which Hill 
fubfifted almoft unimpaired in the empire, the property of 
lands was veiled in the princes and free barons. Their vaf- 
fals held of them by the ftridtefl and moft limited tenures ; 
while the great body of the people was kept in a ftate but 
little removed from abfolute fervitude. In fome places of 
Germany, people of the loweft clafs were fo entirely in the 
power of their mailers, as to be fubjedl to perfonal and do- 
meftic flavery, the moft rigorous form of that wretched ftate. 
In other provinces, particularly in Bohemia and Lufatia, the 
peafants were bound to remain on the lands to which they 
belonged, and making part of the eftate, were transferred 
like any other property from one hand to another. Even 
in Suabia, and the countries on the banks of the Rhine, 
where their condition was moft tolerable, the peafants not 
only paid the full rent of their firms to the landlord, but if 
they chofe either to change the place of their abode, or to 
follow a new profefllon, before they could accomplifh what 
they defired, they were obliged to purchafe this privilege at 
a certain price. Befides this, all grants of lands to peafants 
expired at their death, without defeending to their pofterity. 
Upon that event, the landlord had a right to the beft of 
their cattle, as well as of their furniture; and their heirs, in 
order to obtain a renewal of the grant, were obliged to pay 
large fums by way of fine. Tliefe exactions, though griev- 

j ous, were born with patience, becaufe they were cuftomary 
and ancient; but when the progrefs of elegance and luxury, 
as well as the changes introduced into the art of war, came 

* Ulloa Vita di Carlo V. p. 106. Belcarius Com. Rer. Gallic. 
f>. 565. Spalatinus ap. Struv. Corp. Hilt. Germ. ii. 1081. 
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to increafe the expence of government, and made it necefiary 
for princes to levy occafional or dated taxes on their fubjedts, 
fuch impofitions being new, appeared intolerable; and in 
Germany, thefe duties being laid chiefly upon beer, wine, 
and other neceffaries of life, affe&ed the common people 
in the mod fenfible manner. The addition of fuch a load 
to their former burdens, drove them to defpair. It was to 
the valour infpired by refentment againfl: impofitions of this 
kind that the Swifs owed the acquifition of their liberty in 
the fourteenth century. The fame caufe had excited the 
peafants in feveral other provinces of Germany to rebel a- 
gainft their fuperiors towards the end of the fifteenth and 
beginning of the fixteenth centuries: and though thefe infur. 
reft ions were not attended with like fuccefs, they could not, 
however, be quelled without much difficulty and blood- 
ffiedf. 

By thefe checks, the fpirit of the peafants was overawed 
rather than fubdued; and their grievances multiplying con- 
tinually, they ran to arms, in the year one thoufand five 
hundred and twenty fix, with the moft frantic rage. Their 
firft appearance was near Ulm in Suabia. The peafants in 
the adjacent country flocked to their ftandard with the ar- 
dour and impatience natural to men, who having groaned 
long under oppreffion, beheld at laft fome profpeft of deli- 
verance ; and the contagion fpreading from province to pro- 
vince, reached almoft every part of Germany. Wherever 
they came, they plundered the monafteries; wafted the lands 
of their fuperiors; razed their caftles, and maffacred without 
mercy all perfons of noble birth, who were fo unhappy as to 
fall into their hands*. Having intimidated their oppreflbrs, 
as they imagined, by the violence of thefe proceedings, they 
began to confider what would be the moft proper and effec- 
tual method of fecuring themfelves for the future from their 

f Seckend. lib. ii. p. a, 6. 
* Petr. Crinitus de bello Rufticano, ap. Freher. Script. Rer. 
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tyrannical exaftions. With this view, they drew up and 
publilhed a memorial, containing all their demands, and de- 
clared, that while arms were in their hands, they would ei- 
ther perfuade or oblige the nobles to give them full fatisfac- 
tion with regard to thefe. The chief articles were, that 
they might have liberty to choofe their own pallors; that 
they might be freed from the payment of all tithes except 
thofe of corn; that they might no longer be conlldered as 
the Haves or bondmen of their fuperiors; that the liberty of 
hunting and filhing might be common; that the great fo- 
refts might not be regarded as private property, but be open 
for the ufe of all; that they might be delivered from the 
tinufual burden of taxes under which they laboured; that 
the adminiftration of juftice might be rendered lefs rigo- 
rous and more impartial; that the encroachments of the 
nobles upon meadows and commons might be reftrained*. 

Many of thefe demands were extremely reafonahlc; and 
being urged by fuch formidable numbers, fhould have met 
with fome redrefs. But thofe unwieldy bodies, affembled hi 
different places, had neither union, nor conduct, nor vigour. 
Being led by perfons of the low'dl rank, without (kill in 
war, or knowledge of what was neceffary for accomplifliing 
their defigns ; all their exploits were diftinguilhed only by a 
brutal and unmeaning fury. To oppofe this, the princes 
and nobles of Suabia, and the Lower Rhine railed fuch of 
their vaffals as ftill continued faithful, and attacking fome of 
the mutineers with open force, and others by furprife, cut 
to pieces or difperfed all who infeited thofe provinces; lb 
that the peafants after ruining the open country, and loling 
upwards of twenty thoufand of their alfociates in the field, 
were obliged to return to their habitations with lefs hope 
than ever of relief from their grievances-)*. 

Thefe commotions happened at firll in provinces of Ger- 

* Sleid. Hill. p. 90. 
+ Seckend. lib. ii. p. 10. Petr. Gnodalius de Ruflicanorum 
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many where Luther’s opinions had made little progrefs; and 
being excited wholly by political caufes, had no connexion 
with the difputed points in religion. But the frenzy reach- 
ing at laft thofe countries in which the reformation was e- 
ftablifhed, derived new ftrength from circumftances peculiar 
to them, and rofe to a Hill greater pitch of extravagance. 
The reformation wherever it was received, increafed that 
bold and innovating fpirit to which it owed its birth. Men 
who had the courage to overturn a fyftem fupported by e- 
very thing which can command refpeft or reverence, were 
not to be overawed by any authority, how great or vene- 
rable foever. After having been accuftomed to confider 
themfelves as judges of the moft important doftrines in reli- 
gion, to examine thefe freely, and to reject, without ferupfe, 
what appeared to them erroneous, it was natural for them 
to turn the fame daring and inquiiitive eye towards govern- 
ment, and to think of rectifying whatever diforders or im- 
perfections were difeovered there. As religious abufes had 
been reformed in feveral places without the permilfion of the 
magiftrate, it was an eafy tranfition to attempt the redrefs of 
political grievances in the fame manner. 

No fooner, then, did the fpirit of revolt break out in Thu- 
ringia, a province fubjedl to the elector of Saxony, the in- 
habitants of which were moftly converts to Lutheranifm, 
than it affumed a new and more dangerous form. Thomas 
Muncer, one of Luther’s difciples, having ellablirtied himfelf 
in that country, had acquired a wonderful afeendant over 
the minds of the people. He propagated among them the 
wildeft and moft enthufiaftic notions, but fuch as tended ma- 
nifeflly to infpire them with boldnefs, and lead them to fe- 
dition. “ Luther, he told them, had done moreburt than 
Service to religion. He had, indeed, refeued the church 
from the yoke of popery, but his doeftrines encouraged, and 
bis life fet an example of, the utmoft licentioufnefs of man- 
ners. In order to avoid vice, (fays he,) men mull; pradh'fe 
perpetual mortification. They muft put on a grave coun- 
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tenance, fpeak little, wear a plain garb, and be ferious in 
their whole deportment. Such as prepare their hearts in 
this manner, may expect that the Supreme Being will dire£l 
all their fteps, and by feme vijible iign difeover his will to 
them; if that illumination be at any time withheld, vee may 
expoflulate with the Almighty, -who deals with us fo hardi- 
ly, and remind him of his promifes. This expoilulation and 
anger wall be highly acceptable to God, and will at laft pre- 
vail on him to guide us with the fame unerring hand which 
conducted the patriarchs of old. Let us beware, however, 
of offending him by our arrogance; but as all men are equal 
jn his eye, let them return to that condition of equality in 
which he formed them, and having all things in common, 
let them live together like brethren, without any marks of 
fubordination or pre-eminencef.” 

Extravagant as thefe tenets were, they flattered fo many 
panions in the human heart, as tc make a deep impreffion. 
To aim at nothing more than abridging the power of the 
nobility, was now confidered as a trifling and partial reforma- 
tion, not worth the contending for; it was propofed to le- 
vel every diflinftion among mankind, and by aboliihing pro- 
perty, to reduce them to their natural date of equality, in 
which all ihould receive their fubfiftence from one common 
flock. Muncer affured them, that the defign was approved 
of by Heaven, and that the Almighty had in a dream afeer- 
tained him of its fuccefs. The peafants fet about the exe- 
cution of it, not only with the rage which animated thofe of 
their order in other parts of Germany, but with the ardour 
which enthufiafm inipires. They depofed the magiflrates 
in all the cities of which they were mailers, feized the lands 
of the nobles, and obliged fuchof them as they got into their 
hands to put on the drefs commonly worn by peafants, and 
inflead of their former titles, to be fatisfied with the appel- 
lation given to people in the lowed clafs of life. Great 
numbers engaged in this wild undertaking; but Muncer* 

f Seckend. lib. ii. p. 13. Sleid. Hill. p. 83. 
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their leader and their prophet, was deftitute of the abili- 
ties neceffary for conducing it. He had all the extrava- 
gance, but not the courage, which enthufiafts tifually pof- 
fefs. It was with difficulty he could be perfuaded to take 
the field; and though he foon drew together eight thou- 
fand men, he fuffered himfelf to be furrounded by a bo- 
dy of cavalry, under the command of the eledtor of Sax- 
ony, the landgrave of Hefle, and duke of Brunfwick. 
Thefe princes, unwilling to filed the blood of their delud- 
ed fubje&s, fent a young nobleman to their camp, with the 
offer of a general pardon, if they would immediately lay 
down their arms, and deliver up the authors of the fedi- 
tion. Muncer, alarmed at this, began to harangue his fol- 
lowers with his ufual vehemence, exhorting them not to trull 
thefe deceitful promifes of their opprefibrs, nor to defert the 
eaufe of God, and of Chrillian liberty. 

But the fenfe of prefect danger making a deeper impref- 
fion on the peafants than his eloquence, confufion and terror 
were vifible in every face, when a rainbow, which was the 
emblem that the mutineers had painted on their colours* 
happening to appear in the clouds, Muncer, v/ith admirable 
prefence of mind, laid hold of that incident, and fuddenly 
raffing his eyes and hands towards heaven, “ Behold,’* 
cries he, with an elevated voice, “ the fign which God has 
given. There is the pledge of your fafety, and a token that 
the wicked ffiall be deftroyed.” The fanatical multitude fet 
up inftantly a great fiiout, as if vitlory had been certain; and 
paffing in a moment from one extreme to another, mafiacred 
the unfortunate nobleman who had come with the offer of 
pardon, and demanded to be led towards the enemy. The 
princes, enraged at this Ihocking violation of the laws of 
war, advanced with no lefs impetuofity, and began the attack 
fMay 15] ; but the behaviour of the peafants in the com- 
bat was not fuch as might have been expefted either from 
their ferocity or confidence of fuccefs; an undifeiplined rab- 
ble was no equal match for well-trained troops; above live 
thoufand were llain in the field, almolt without making re- 
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Mance; the reft fled, and among the foremoft Muncer1 their 
generaL He was taken next day, and being condemned to 
fuch punifhments as his crimes had deferVed, he fuffered them 
with a poor and daftardly fpirit. His death put an end to 
the infurreftions of the peafants, which had filled Germany 
with fuch terror*; but the enthufiaftic notions which he had 
fcattered were not extirpated, and produced, not long after, 
elFefts more memorable, as well as more extravagant. 

During thefe commotions, Luther a£ed with exemplary 
prudence and moderation; like a common parent, felicitous 
about the welfare of both parties, without fparing the faults 
or errors of either. On the one band, he addrefled a moni- 
tory difeourfe to the nobles, exhorting them to treat their 
dependents with greater humanity and indulgence. On the 
other, he feverely cenfured the feditious fpirit of the peafants, 
advifing them not to murmur at hardihips infeparable from 
their condition, nor to feek for redrefs by any but legal 
means f. 

Luther’s famous marriage with Catharine a Boria, a nun 
of a noble family, who, having thrown off the veil, had fled 
from the cloifter, happened this year, and was far from meet-' 
ing with the fame approbation. Even his moil devoted fol- 
lowers thought this ftep indecent, at a time when his coun- 
try was involved in fo many calamities; while his enemies ne- 
ver mentioned it with any fofter appellation than that of in* 
ceftuous or profane. Luther himfelf was fenfible of the im- 
preffion which it had made to his difadvantage; but being, 
latisfied with his own conduft, he bore the cenfure of his 
friends, and the reproaches of his adverfaries, with his ufual 
fortitude^. 

This year the reformation loft its firft protestor, Frede- 
ric, eleftor of Saxony; but the blow was the lefs fenfibly felt, 
as he was fucceeded by his brother John [May 5 3> a mors- 

* Sleid. Hift. p. 84. Seckend. p. 12. Gnodalius Tumulf* 
Rufiican. 155. 

I Sleid. Hift. p, 87. § Seckend. lib. ii. u. ijr 
X j \ 
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avowed and zealous, though let's able patron of Luther and 
his doftrines. 

Another event happened about the fame time, which, as 
it occafioned a coniiderable change in the ilate of Germany, 
nuiil be traced back to its fouree. While the frenzy of the 
Crufades potTefled all Europe during the twelfth and thir- 
teenth centuries, feveral orders of religious knighthood were 
founded in defence of the Chriftian faith againll heathens 
and infidels. Among thefc the Teutonic order in Germa- 
ny was one of the moll illuftrious, the knights of which di- 
ftinguilhed themfelves greatly in all the enterprifes carried 
on in the Holy Land. Being driven at laft from their fet- 
tlements in the call, they were obliged to return to their na- 
tive country. Their zeal and valour were too impetuous to 
remain long inactive. They invaded, on very flight preten- 
ces, the province of Pruffia, the inhabitants- of which were 
itill idolaters; and having completed the conquell of it about 
the middle of the thirteenth century, held it many years as 
a fief depending on the crown of Poland. Fierce contefts 
arofe during this period, between the grand mailers of the 
order and the kings of Poland; the former ft Higgling for in- 
dependence, while the latter afferted their right of fovereign- 
ty with great firmnefs. Albert, a prince of the houfe of 
Brandenburgh, who was elected grand mailer in the year 
one thoufand five hundred and eleven, engaging keenly in 
this quarrel, maintained a long war with Sigifmund king of 
Poland; but having become an early convert to Luther’s 
dodtrines, this gradually leffened his zeal for the interefts of 
his fraternity, fo that he took the opportunity of the con- 
fufions in the empire, and the abfenee of the emperor, to 
conclude a treaty with Sigifmund, greatly to his own pri- 
vate emolument. By it, that part of Pruflia which belong- 
ed to the Teutonic order, was erected into a fecular and he- 
reditary dutchy, and the inveftiture of it granted to Albert, 
who, in return, bound himfelf to do homage for it to the 
kings of Poland as their vafful. Immediately after tins he 
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made public profefiion of the reformed religion, and married 
a princefs of Denmark. The Teutonic knights exclaimed 
fo loudly againft the treachery of their grand mafter, that he 
was put under the ban of the empire; but he ftill kept pof- 
felfion of the province which he had ufurped, and tranfmit- 
ted it to his poilerity. In procefs of time, this rich inheri- 
tance fell to the electoral branch of the family, all depend* 
ence on the crown of Poland was fhaken off, and the mar- 
graves of Brandenburgh, having alTumed the title of kings 
of Pruflia, have not only rifen to an equality with the firtl 
princes in Germany, but take their rank among the great 
monarchs of Europe*. 

Upon the return of the French king to his dominions, the 
eyes of all the powers in Europe were fixed upon him, that, 
by obferving his firft motions, they might form a judgment 
concerning his fubfequent condudl. They were not held 
long in fufpence. Francis, as foon as he arrived at Bayonne, 
wrote to the king of England, thanking him for the zeal 
and affeftion wherewith he had interpofed in his favour, to 
which he acknowledged that he owed the recovery of his li- 
berty. Next day the emperor’s ambaffadors demanded au- 
dience, and, in their mailer’s name, required him to iflue 
fuch orders as were necefiary for carrying the treaty of Ma- 
drid into immediate and full execution; he coldly anfwered, 
that though, for his own part, he determined religioufly to 
perform all that he had promifed, the treaty contained fo 
many articles relative not to himfelf alone, but affecfting the 
interells of the French monarchy, that he could not take any 
farther flep without confulting the Hates of his kingdom, 
and that fome time would be neceffary, in order to reconcile 
their minds to the hard conditions which he had confented 
to ratifyf. This reply was confidered as no obfcure difco- 
very of his being refolved to elude the treaty; and tire com- 

* Sleid. Hift. p. 98. Pfeffel Abrege de 1’Hifl. de Droit Pubh p. 
605, &c. r 

f Man. de Bcllay, p. 97. 
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pliment paid to Kenry appeared a very proper ftep towards 
fecuring the affiflanee of that monarch in the war with the 
emperor, to which fuch a refolution would certainly give 
rife. Thefe circumilances, added to the explicit declarations 
which Francis made in fecret to the ambafladors from feve- 
ral of the Italian powers, fully fatisfied them that their con- 
jectures with regard to his condmft had been juft, and that, 
inftead of intending to execute an unreafonable treaty, he 
was eager to feize the firft opportunity of revenging thofe 
injuries which had compelled him to feign an approbation of 
it. Even the doubts, and fears, and fcruples, which ufed, 
on other occafions, to hold Clement in a ftate of uncertain- 
ty, were diffipated by Francis’s feeming impatience to break 
through all his engagements with the einperor. The lit a- 
ation, indeed, of affairs in Italy at that time, did not allow 
the pope to hefttate long. Sforza was ftill befieged by the 
Imperialifts in the caftle of Milan. That feeble prince, de- 
prived now of Morone’s advice, and unprovided with every 
thing neceffary for defence, found means to inform Clement 
and the Venetians, that he muft foon furrender if they did 
not come to his relief. The Imperial troops, as they had 
received no pay fmce the battle of Pavia, lived at difcretion 
in the Milanefe, levying fuch exorbitant contributions in that 
dutchy, as amounted, if we may rely on Guicciardini’s cal- 
culation, to no lefs a fum than five thoufand ducats a-day*; 
nor was it to be doubted but that the foldiers, as foon as the 
eaftle (hould fubmit, would choofe to leave a ruined coun- 
try which hardly afforded them fubfiftence, that they might 
take poffeffion of more comfortable quarters in the fertile and 
untouched territories of the pope and Venetians. The af- 
fiftance of the French king was the only thing which coaild 
either fave Sforza, or enable them to protect their own do- 
minions from the infults of the Imperial troops. 

For thefe reafons, the pope, the Venetians, and duke of 
Milan, were equally impatient to come to an agreement with 

* Guic. J.xvii. 
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Francis, who, on his part, was no lefs defirous of acquiring 
fuch a confiderable acceflion both of ftrength and reputation 
as fuch a confederacy would bring along with it. The chief 
objects of this alliance, which was concluded at Cognac on 
the twenty-fecond of May, though kept fecret for fome time, 
were to oblige the emperor to fet at liberty the French 
king’s fons, upon payment of a reafonable ranfom; and to 
re-eftablilh Sforza in the quiet polfeffion of the Milanefe. 
If Charles fhould refufe either of thefe, the contracting par- 
ties bound themfelves to bring into the field an army of thir- 
ty-five thoufand men, with which, after driving the Span- 
iards out of the Milanefe, they would attack the kingdom 
©f Naples. The king of England was declared protestor 
of this league, which they dignified with the name of Ho/yr 

becaufe the pope was at the head of it; and in order to al- 
lure Henry more effectually, a principality in the kingdom 
of Naples, of thirty thoufand ducats yearly revenue, was to 
be fettled on him; and lands to the value of ten thoufand 
ducats on Wolfey his favourite*. 

No fooner was this league concluded, than Clement, by 
the plenitude of his papal power, abfolved Francis from the 
oath which he had taken to obferve the treaty of Madridf. 
This right, how pernicious foever in its effefts, and deftruc- 
tive of that integrity which is the bafis of all tranfactions a- 
mong men, was the natural confequences of the powers which 
the popes arrogated as the infallible vicegerents of Chriil 
upon earth. But as, in virtue of this pretended preroga- 
tive, they had often difpenfed with obligations which were 
held facred, the intereft of fome men, and the credulity of 
others, led them to imagine, that the decifions of a fove- 
reign pontiff authorifed or juftified aftions which would, o- 
therwife, have been criminal and impious. 

The difcovery of Francis’s intention to elude the treaty 

* P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. ix. c. 3. p. 217. Recueil des Trait, 
u. 124. 

t Goldaft. Polit. Imperial, p. 1002. Pallav. Hift. p. 70* 
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of Madrid, filled the emperor with a variety of difquieting 
thoughts. He had treated an unfortunate prince in the 
moft ungenerous manner; he had difplayed an infatiable am- 
bition in all his negotiations with his prifoner; he knew 
what cenfures the former had drawn upon him, and what 
apprehenfions the latter had excited in every court of Eu- 
rope; nor had he reaped from the meafures which he purfu- 
ed, any of thofe advantages which politicians are apt to conii- 
der as an excufe for the moft criminal conduit, and a com- 
penfation for the fevereft reproaches. Francis was now out 
of his hands, and not one of all the mighty confequences, 
which he had expeiled from the treaty that fet him at liber- 
ty, was likely to take place. His rafhnefs in relying fo far 
on his own judgment as to truft to the fincerity of the 
French king, in oppofition to the fentiments of his wifeft 
minifters, was now apparent; and he eafily conjectured, that 
the fame confederacy, the dread of which had induced him 
to fet Francis at liberty, would now be formed againft him 
with that gallant and incenfed monarch at its head. Self- 
condemnation and (hame, on account of what was pall, with 
anxious apprehenfions concerning what might happen, were 
the neceflary refult of thefe reflections on his own conduCt 
and fituation. Charles, however, was naturally firm and 
inflexible in all his meafures. To have receded fuddenly 
from any article in the treaty of Madrid, would have been a 
plain confeflion of imprudence, and a palpable fymptom of 
fear; he determined, therefore, that it was moft fuitable to 
his dignity, to infill, whatever might be the confequences, on 
the ftriCt execution of the treaty, and particularly not to ac- 
cept of any thing which might be offered as an equivalent 
for the reftitution of Burgundy*. 

In confequence of this refolution, he appointed Lannoy 
and Alarcon to repair, as his ambaffadors, to the court ot 
France, and formally to fummon the king, either to execute 
the treaty with the fincerity that became him, or to return 

• Guic. 1. xvii. 366. 
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1 according to his oath, a prifoner to Madrid. Inftead of 
j giving them an immediate anfwer, Francis admitted the de- 
| puties of the ftates of Burgundy to an audience in their 
1 prefence. They humbly reprefented to him, that he had 

■ exceeded the powers veiled in a king of France, when he 
; confented to alienate their country from the crown, the do- 

ll mains of which he was bound by bis coronation oatb to pre- 
1 ferve entire and unimpaired. Francis, in return thanked 
il them for their attachment to his crown, and intreated them, 

j though very faintly, to remember the obligations which he 
| lay under to fulfil his engagements with the emperor. The 
I deputies, alfuming an higher tone, declared, that they would 

i{ not obey commands which they confidered as illegal; and, * 
I if he fhould abandon them to the enemies of France, they 
Iliad refolved to defend themfelves to the bell of their power, 

with a firm purpofe rather to perilh than fubmit to a foreign 
i|l dominion. Upon which Francis, turning towards the Im- 
|| perial ambaffadors, reprefented to them the impoffibility of 

performing what he had undertaken, and offered, in lieu of 
1 Burgundy, to pay the emperor two millions of crowns. 
I The viceroy and Alai^on, who eafily perceived, that the 

j fcene to which they had been witneffes, was concerted be- 
li tween the king and his fubjedls in order to impofe upon 
I them, fignified to him their mailer’s fixed refolution not to 
11 depart in the fmalleft point from the terms of the treaty, 
|-and withdrew f. Before they left the kingdom, they had 

| the mortification to hear the holy league againit the empe- 
ror publilhed with great folemnity [June itj. 

Charles no fooner received an account of this confederacy 
1 than he exclaimed, in the moll public manner, and in the 

harlhell terms, againfl Francis, as a prince void of faith and 
of honour. He complained no lefs of Clement, whom he 
folicited in vain to abandon his new allies; he accufed him of 
ingratitude; he taxed him with an ambition unbecoming his 
character; he threatened him not only with all the ven- 

t Belcar. Comment, de Reb. Gal. 573. Mem. de Bellay, 97. 
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geance which the power of an emperor can inflift, but, by 
appealing to a general council, called up before his eyes all 
the terrors arifing from the authority of thofe affemblies fo 
formidable to the papal fee. It was neceffary, however, to 
oppofe fomething elfe than reproaches and threats to the 
powerful combination formedagainft him; and the emperor, 
prompted by fo many paffions, did not fail to exert himfelf 
with unufual vigour, in order to fend fupplies, not only of 
men, but of money, which were ftill more needed, into 
Italy. 

On the other hand, the efforts of the confederates bore 
no proportion to that animofity againft the emperor, with 
which they feemed to enter into the holy league. Francis, 
it was thought, would have iufufed fpirit and vigour into 
the whole body. He had his loft honour to repair, many 
injuries to revenge, and the ftation among the princes of 
Europe, from which he had fallen, to recover. From all 
thefe powerful incitements, added to the natural impetuofity 
of his temper, a war more fierce and bloody than any that 
he had hitherto made upon his rival, was expe&ed. But 
Francis had gone through fuch a fcene of diftrefs, and the 
imprefiion it had made was ftill fo frefti in his memory, that 
he was become diffident of himfelf, diftruftful of fortune, 
and defirous of tranquillity. To procure the releafe of his 
fons, and to avoid the reftitution of Burgundy by paying 
fome reafonable equivalent, were his chiefs objects; and for 
the fake of thefe, he would willingly have facrificed Sforza, 
and the liberties of Italy, to the emperoi\ He flattered 
himfelf, that the dread of the confederacy which he had form- j 
ed would of itfelf induce Charles to liften to what was 
equitable; and was afraid of employing any confiderable 
force for the relief of the Milanefe, left his allies, whom he 
had often found to be more attentive to their own intere 
than punctual in fulfilling their engagements, Ihould aban-j 
don him as foon as the Impenahfts, were driven out of thai 
country, and deprive his negotiations with the emperor of thai 
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weight, which they derived from his being at the head of a 
powerful league. In the mean time the caftle of Milan was 
preffed more clofely than ever, and Sforza was now reduced 
to the laft extremity. The pope and Venetians, trailing to 
Francis’s concurrence, commanded their troops to take the 
field, in order to relieve him; and an army more than fuffi- 
cient for that fervice was foon formed. The Milanefe, 
pafllonately attached to their unfortunate duke, and no lefs 
exafperated againil the Imperialiils, who had opprefied them 
fo cruelly, were ready to aid the confederates in all their en- 
terprifes. But the duke d’Urbino, their general, naturally 
flow and indecifive, and reilraincd, befides, by his ancient 
enmity to the family of Medici, from taking any ilep that 
might aggrandize or add reputation to the pope*, loft fome 
opportunities of attacking the Imperialifts and raifing the 
fiege, and refuted to improve others. Thefe delays gave 
Bourbon time to bring up a reinforcement of frefh troops 
and a fupply of money. He immediately took the com- 
mand of the army ([July 24], and pufhed on the fiege with 
fuch vigour, as quickly obliged Sforza to furrender, who re- 
tiring to Lodi, which the confederates had furprifed, left 
Bourbon in full poffeffion of the reft of the dutchy, the in- 
veftiture of which the emperor had promifed to grant 
him f. 

The Italians began now to perceive the game which 
Francis had played, and to be fenfible that, notwdthftanding 
all their addrefs, and refinements in negotiation, which they 
boafted of as talents peculiarly their own, they had for once 
been over-reached in thofe very arts by a tramontane prince. 
He had hitherto thrown almoft the whole burden of the 
war upon them, taking advantage of their efforts, in order 
to enforce the propofals which he often renewed at the 
court of Madrid for obtaining the liberty of his fons. The 
pope and Venetians expoftulated and complained but as 

* Guk. lib. xvii. 382. f Ibid. 376, &c. 
1 Lufcelli Lettere de Principi, ii. i<7, &c. im, 160—166. 
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they were not able to roufe Francis from his inactivity, 
their own zeal and vigour gradually abated, and Clement, 
having already gone farther than his timidity ufually permit- 
<ed him, began to accufe himfelf of rafhr.efs, and to relapfe 
into his natural ftate of doubt and uncertainty. 

All the emperor’s motions depending on himfelf alone, 
were more bride and better concerted. The narrownefs of 
his revenues, indeed, did not allow him to make any hidden 
nr great effort in the field, but he abundantly fupplied that 
defeCt by his intrigues and negotiations. The family of 
Colonna, the moft powerful of all the Roman barons, had 
adhered uniformly to the Ghibeline or Imperial faction, dur- 
ing thofe fierce contentions between the popes and empe- 
rors, which, for feveral ages, filled Italy and Germany with 
difcord and bloodfhed. Though the caufes which at firfl: 
gave birth to thefe defiruCIive fadions exifled no longer, and 
the rage with which they had been animated was in a great 
meafure fpent, the Colonnas ftill retained their attachment 
to the Imperial intereft, and by placing themfelves under the 
protection of the emperors, fecured the quiet pofleffion of 
their own territories and privileges. The cardinal Pompeo 
Colonna, a man of a turbulent and ambitious temper, at that 
time the head of the family, had long been Clement’s rival, . 
to whole influence in the lafl conclave he imputed the dif- 
appointment of all his fchemes for attaining the papal digni- 
ty, of which, from his known connection with the emperor, 
he thought himfelf fecure. To an afpiring mind, this was 
an injury too great to be forgiven; and though he had dif- 
fembled his refentment fo far as to vote for Clement at his 
cleCtion, and to accept of great offices in his court, he wait- I 
ed with the utmoft impatience for an opportunity of being 
revenged. Don Hugo de Moncada, the Imperial ambaffa- 
dor at Rome, who was no ftranger to thefe fentiments, eafily 
perfuaded him, that now was the time, while all the papal f 
troops were employed in Lombardy, to attempt fomething, 
which would at once revenge his own wrongs, and be of : 
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effential fervice to the emperor his patron. The pope, how- 
ever, whofe timidity rendered him quick-iighted, was fo at- 
tentive to the operations, and began to be alarmed fo early, 
that he might have drawn together troops fufficient to have 
difconcerted all Colonna’s meafures. But Moncada amufed 
him fo artfully with negotiations, promifes, and falfe intelli- 
gence, that he lulled afleep all his fufpicions, and prevented 
his taking any of the precautions neceffary for his fafety; 
and to the difgrace of a prince poffeifed of great power, as 
well as renowned for political wifdom, Colonna at the head 
of three thoufand men, feized one of the gates of his capi- 
tal, while he, imagining hirnfelf to be in perfect fecurity, 
was altogether unprepared for refilling fuch a feeble enemy. 
The inhabitants of Rome permitted Colonna’s troops, from 
whom they apprehended no injury, to advance without op- 
pofition [Sept. 29}; the pope’s guards were difperfed in a 
moment; and Clement himfelf, terrified at the danger, a- 
fhamed of his own credulity, and defertcd by almolt every 
perfon, fled with precipitation into the callle of St. Angelo, 
which was immediately invefted. The palace of the Vati- 
can, the church of St. Peter, and the houfes of the pope’s 
minilters and fervants, were plundered in the moll licen- 
tious manner; the reft of the city was left unmolefted. 
Clement, deftitute of every thing necellhry either for fubfill- 
ence or defence, was foon obliged to' demand a capitulation; 
and Moncada, being admitted into the caftle, prefcribed to 
him, with all the haughtinefs of a conqueror, conditions 
which it was not in his power to rejedt. The chief of thefe 
was, I hat Clement Ihould not only gran^ a full pardon to 
the Colonnas, but receive them into favour, and immediate- 
ly withdraw all the troops in his pay from the army of the 
confederates in Lombardy f. 

The Colonnas, who talked of nothing lefs than of depof- 
ing Clement, and of placing Pompeo, their kinfman, in the 

t Jpv>i Vita Pomp. Colon. Guic. 1. xvii. 407. Rufcelli Let- 
tere de Pnncipi, i. p. 104. 
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vacant chair of St. Peter, exclaimed loudly againil a treaty 
which left them at the mercy of a pontiff juilly incenfed a- 
gainft them. But Moncada, attentive only to his mailer’s 
intereft, paid little regard to their complaints, and, by this 
fortunate meafure, broke entirely the power of the confede- 
rates. 

While the army of the confederates fuffered fuch a con- 
fiderable diminution, the Imperialifts received two great re- 
inforcements; one from Spain, under the command of Lan- 
noy and Alarcon, which amounted to fix thoufand men ; the 
other was raifed in the empire by George Fronfperg, a 
German nobleman, who having ferved in Italy with great re- 
putation, had acquired fuch influence and popularity, that 
multitudes of his countrymen, fond on every occafion of en- 
gaging in military enterprifes, and impatient at that junc- 
ture to efcape from the oppreffion which they felt in religi- 
ous as well as civil matters, crowded to his flandard; fo that, 
without any other gratuity than the payment of a crown to 
each man, fourteen thoufand enlifled in his fervice. To 
thefe the archduke Ferdinand added two thoufand horfe, 
levied in the Auflrian dominions. But although the em- 
peror had raifed troops, he could not remit the fums necef- 
fary for their fupport. His ordinary revenues were exhaufl- 
ed, the credit of princes, during the infancy of commerce, 
was not extenfive; and the Cortes of Caflile, though every 
art had been tried to gain them, and fome innovations had 
been made in the conflitution, in order to fecure their con- 
currence, peremptorily refufed to grant Charles any extraor- 
dinary fupply *; fo that the more his army increafed in num- 
ber, the more were his generals embarrafftd and diftreffed.. 
Bourbon, in particular, was involved in fuch difficulties, that 
he flood in need of all his addrefs and courage in order to 
extricate himfelf. Large fums were due to the Spanifh 
troops already in the Milanefe, when bronfperg arrived with 
iixteen thoufand hungry Germans, dellitute of every thing. 

* Sandov. i. 814. 
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Both made their demand's with equal fiercenefs; the form- 
er claiming their arrears, and the latter, the pay which had 
been promifed them on their entering Lombardy. Bour- 
bon was altogether incapable of giving fatisfaftion to either; 
In this fituation, he was conftrained to commit adts of vio- 
lence extremely fhocking to his own nature, which was ge- 
nerous and humane. He feized the principal citizens of 
Milan, and by threats, and even-by torture,, forced from 
them a confiderable fum; he rifled the churches of all their 
plate and ornaments ; the inadequate fupply which thefe af- 
forded, he diftributed among the foldiers, with fo many 
foothing expreffions of Iris fympathy and affection, that, 
though it fell far fliort of the fums due to them, it appeal- 
ed their prefent murmurs f'. 

Among other expedients for railing money, Bourbon 
granted his life and liberty to Morone, who/having been 
kept in prifon fince his intrigue with Pefcara, had Been 
condemned to die by the Spanilh judges empowered’to. try 
him. For this remillion he paid twenty thoufand ducats; 
and fuch were his Angular talents, and the wonderful afeend- 
ant which he always acquired over the minds of thofe to 
whom he had accefs, that in a few days, from being Bour- 
bon’s prifoner, he became his prime confident, with whom 
he confulted in all affairs of importance. To his infinu- 
ations muff be imputed the fufpicions which Bourbon be- 
gan to entertain, that the emperor had never intended to 
grant him the invelliture of Milan, but had appointed Ley- 
va, and the other Spanilh generals, rather to be fpies on his 

conduit, than to co-operate heartily towards the execution 
of his fchemes. To him likevvife, as he Hill retained, at the 
age of fourfeore, all the enterprifing fpirit of youth, may be 
at.iibuted the bold and unexpected meafure on which Bour- 
bon foon after ventured 

Such, indeed, were the exigencies of the Imperial troops 

tKipamond. Hift. Mediol. lib. ix. p. jij. 
t Guic.l, xvii. 
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in the Milanefe, that it became indifpenfably neceffary to 
take fome immediate ftep for their relief. The arrears of 
the foldiers increafed daily ^ the emperor made no remittan- 
ces to his generals; and the utmoll rigour of military extor- 
tion could draw nothing more from a country entirely drain* 
ed and ruined. In this fkuation there was no choice left,, 
but either to difband the army, or to march for fubfiltence 
■into the enemy’s country. The territories of the Venetians, 
lay nearell at hand; but they, with their ufual forefight and 
prudence, had taken fuch precautions as fecured them from 
any infult. Nothing, therefore, remained but to invade the 
dominions of the church, or of the Florentines; and Cle* 
ment had of late afted fuch a part as merited the fevered 
vengeance from the emperor. No fooner did the papal' 
troops return to Rome, after the infurreftion of the Colon- 
nas, than, without, paying any regard to the treaty with- 
Moncada, he degraded the cardinal Colonna, excommuni- 
cated the reft of the family, feized their places of ftrength, 
and wafted their lands with all the cruelty which the fmart 
of a recent injury naturally excites. After this, he turned 
his arms againft Naples, and, as his operations were fecond- 
ed by the French fleet, he made fome progrefs towards the 
conqueft of that kingdom; the viceroy being no lefs defti- 
tute than the other Imperial generals of the money requifite 
for a vigorous defence*. 

1527.3 Thefe proceedings of the pope juftified, in ap- 
pearance, the meafures which Bourbon’s fxtuation rendered 
neceffary; and he fet about executing them under fuch dif- 
advantages, as furnifhed the ftrongeft proof both of the de» 
fpair to which he was reduced, and of the greatnefs of his 
abilities which were able to furmount fo many obftacles. 
Having committed the government of Milan to Leyva, 
whom he was not unwilling to leave behind, he began his 
march in the depth of winter [Jan. 30,3 at the head of 
twenty-five thoufand men, compofed of nations differing 

* Jovii Vita Pomp. Colon. Guic. 1. xviii. 424* 
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from each other in language and manners; without money, 
without magazines, without artillery, without carriages; in 
fhort, without any of thofe things which are neceffary to the 
fmalleft party, and which feem effential to the exiftence and 
motions of a great army. His route lay through a country 
cut by rivers and mountains, in which the roads were aim oil 
impradlicable; as an addition to his difficulties, the enemy’s 
army, fuperior to his own in number, was at hand to watch 
all his motions, and to improve every advantage. But his 
troops, impatient of their prefent hardfliips, and allured by 
the hopes of immenfe booty, without confidering how ill 
provided they were for a march, followed him- with great 
cheerfulnefs. His firft fcheme was to have made himfelf 
mailer of Placentia, and to have gratified his foldiers with 
the plunder of that city; but the vigilance of the confede- 
rate generals rendered the defign abortive; nor had he bet- 
ter fuccefs in his projedt for the reduction of Bologna, which 
was feafonably fupplied with as many troops as fecurcd it 
from the infults of an army which had neither artillery nor 
ammunition. Having failed in both thefe attempts to be- 
come mailer of fome great city, he was under a neceffity of 
advancing. But he had now been two months in the field; 
his troops had fuffered every calamity that a long march, 
together with the uncommon rigour of the feafon, could 
bring upon men deilitute of all neceffary accommodations in 
an enemy’s country; the magnificent promifes to which 
tluiy truiled, had hitherto proved altogether vain; they faw 
no profpedl of relief; their patience, tried to the utmoil, 
failed at lail, and they broke out into open mutiny. Some 
officers, who ralhly attempted to reftrain them, fell victims 
to their fury; Bourbon himfelf, not daring to appear dur- 
ing the firil tranfports of their rage, was obliged to fly fe- 
cretly from his quarters*. But this hidden ebullition of 
wrath began at lad to fubfide; when Bourbon, who pofief- 
fed in a wonderful degree the art of governing the minds of 

* Guic. 1. xviii. 434. Jovii Vit. Colon. 163. 
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foldiers, renewed his promifes with more confidence than 
formerly, and affured them that they would be foon accom- 
pliflied. He endeavoured to render their hardfhips more 
tolerable, by partaking of them himfelf; he fared no better 
than the meaneft centinel; he marched along with them on 
foot; he joined them in finging their camp ballads, in which, 
with high praifes of his valour, they mingled many ftrokes 
of military raillery on his poverty; and wherever they came, 
he allowed them, as a foretafte of what he had promifed, to- 
plunder the adjacent villages at difcretion. Encouraged by 
all thefe foothing arts, they entirely forgot their fufferings 
and complaints, and followed him with the fame implicit con- 
fidence as formerly f. 

Bourbon, meanwhile, carefully concealed his intentions. 
Rome and Florence, not knov/ing on which the blow would 
fall, were held in the moft difquieting Hate of fufpence. 
Clement, equally folicitous for the fafety of both, fluftuated' 
in more than his ufual uncertainty; and while the rapid 
approach of danger called for prompt and decifive meafures, 
he fpent the time in deliberations which came to no ilfue, or 
in taking refolutions, which, next day, his reftlefs mind, 
more fagacious in difcerning than in obviating difficulties, 
overturned, without being able to fix on what ffiould be 
fubfthuted in their place. At one time he determined to 
unite himfelf more clofely than ever with his allies, and to 
puffi on the war with vigour; at another, he inclined to 
bring all differences to a final accommodation by a treaty 
with Lannoy, who, knowing his paffion for negotiation, fo- 
licited him inceffantly with propofals for that purpofe. His 
timidity at length prevailed, and led him to conclude an 
agreement with Lannoy [Mar. 15,] of which the following 
were the chief articles: That a fufpenfion of arms fhould 
take place between the Pontifical and Imperial troops for 
eight months; That Clement ffiould advance fixty thou- 
fand crowns towards fatisfying the demands of the Impel i- 

f Oeuvres de Brant, vol. iv. p. 246, &c. 
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al army; That the Colonnas (hould be abfolved from cen- 
fure, and their former dignities and poffefllons be rcftored to 
them; That the viceroy (hoald come to Rome, and pre- 
vent Bourbon from approaching nearer to that city, or to 
Florence*. On this hafty treaty, which deprived him of 
all hopes of affiftance from his allies, without affording him 
any folid foundation of fecurity, Clement relied fo firmly, 
that, like a man extricated at once out of all difficulties, he 
was at perfedl eafe, and in the fulnefs of his confidence 
difbanded all his troops, except as many as were fufficient to 
guard his own perfon. This amazing confidence of Cle- 
ment’s, who on every other occafion was fearful and fufpi- 
cious to excefs, appeared fo unaccountable to Guicciardini, 
who, being at that time the pontifical commiffary-general 
and refident in the confederate army, had great opportuni- 
ties, as well as great abilities, for obferving how chimerical 
all his hopes were, that he imputes the pope’s conduft, at 
this jun&ure, wdiolly to infatuation, which thofe who are 
doomed to ruin cannot avoidf . 

Lannoy, it would feem, intended to have executed the 
treaty with great fincerity; and having detached Clement 
from the confederacy, wiflied to turn Bourbon’s arms againfl 
the Venetians, wdio, of all the powers at war with the em- 
peror, had exerted the greateff vigour. With this view he 
detached a courier to Bourbon, informing him of the fufpen- 
fion of arms, which, in the name of their common mafler, 
he had concluded with the pope. Bourbon had other 
fchemes, and he had profecuted them now too far to think 
of retreating. To have mentioned a retreat to his foldiers 
would have been dangerous; his command was independent 
on Lannoy ; he was fond of mortifying a man whom he had 
reafons to hate; for thefe rcafons, without paying the leall 
regard to the meffiige, he continued to ravage the ecclefi- 
aitical territories, and to advance towards Florence. Upon, 
this, all Clement’s terror and anxiety returning with new 

* Guic. 1. xviii. 436. f Guic. 1. xviii. 446.. 
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force, he had recourfe to Lannoy, and intreated and con- 
jured him to put a flop to Bourbon’s progrefs. Lannoy 
accordingly fet out for his camp, but durft not approach it; 
Bourbon’s foldiers having got notice of the truce, raged and 
threatened, demanding the accomplifhment of the promifes 
to which they had trufted; their general himfelf could hard- 
ly reftrain them; every perfon in Rome perceived that no- 
thing remained but to prepare for refilling a dorm which it 
was now impoffible to difpel. Clement alone, relying on 
fome ambiguous and deceitful profeffions which Bourbon 
made of his inclination towards peace, funk back into his 
former fecurity*. 

Bourbon, on his part, was far from being free from folier- 
tude. All his attempts on any place of importance had hi- 
therto mifcarried; and Florence, towards which he had been 
approaching for fome time, was, by the arrival of the duke 
d’Urbino’s army, put in a condition to fet his power at de* 
fiance. As it now became necelfary to change his route, 
and to take inftantly fome new refolution, he fixed with- 
out hefitation on one which was no lefs daring in itfelf, 
than it was impious, according to the opinion of that 
age. This was to affault and plunder Rome. Many rea- 
fons, however, prompted him to it. He was fond ot 
thwarting Lannoyr, who had undertaken for the fafety of 
that city; he imagined that the emperor would be highly 
pleafed to fee Clement, the chief author of the league againit ! 
him, humbled; he flattered himfelf that, by gratifying the I 
rapacity of his foldiers with fuch irnmenfe booty, he would I 
attach them forever to his intereft; or (which is Hill more 
probable than any of thefe) he hoped that by means of the 
power and fame, which he would acquire from the conqueft 
of the fii lt city in Chriftendom, that he might lay the founda- 
tion of an independent power; and that, after lhaking off 
all connexion with the emperor, he might take poflefiion 1 

* Cuic. 1, xviii. 437, &c. Mem. de Bellay, p. ico. 
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of Naples, or of fome of the Italian Hates, in his own 
namef. 

Whatever his motives were, he executed his refolutlon 
with a rapidity equal to the boldnefs with which he had 
formed it. His foldiers, now that they had their prey full 
in view, complained neither of fatigue, nor famine, nor want 

| of pay. No fooner did they begin to move from Tufcany 
! towards Rome, than the pope, fenfible at laft how fallacious 

the hopes had been on which he repofed, ftarted from his 
fecurity. But no time now remained, even for a bold and 
decifive pontiff to have taken proper meafures, or to have 
formed any effeffual plan of defence. Under Clement’s 
feeble condudf, all was confternation, diforder, and irrcfolu- 
tion. He colle&ed, however, fuch of his dilbanded foldiers 
as ftili remained in the city; he armed the artificers of Rome, 

; and the footmen and train-bearers of the cardinals; he re- 
paired the breaches in the walls; he began to eredl new 
works; he excommunicated Bourbon and all his troops, 

! branding the Germans with the name of Lutherans, and the 
Spaniards with that of MoorsJ. Trufting to thefe ineffec- 
tual military preparations, or to his fpiritual arms, which 
were Hill more defpifed by rapacious foldiers, he feems to 
have laid afide his natural timidity, and, contrary to the ad- 
vice of all his counfellors, determined to wait the approach 
of an enemy whom he might eafily have avoided by a time- 
ly retreat. 

Bourbon, who faw the neceffity of difpatch, now that his 
intentions were known, advanced with fuch fpeed, that he 
gained feveral marches on the duke d’Urbino’s army, and 
encamped in the plains of Rome on the evening of the fifth 
of May. From thence he (hewed his foldiers the palaces 
and churches of that city, into which, as the capital of the 
Chrillian commonwealth, the riches of all Europe had flow- 
ed during jnany centuries, without having been once vio- 

f Brant, iv. 271. vi. 1K9. Belcarii. Comment. 594. 
; Seckcnd. lib. ii. p. 68. 
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lated by any hoftile hand; and commanding them to re- 
frefh themfelves at night, as a preparation for the affault next 
day, promifed them, in reward of their toils and valour, the 
pofleffion of all the treafures accumulated there. 

Early in the morning, Bourbon, who had determined to 
diftinguilh that day either by his death or the fuccefs of his 
enterprife, appeared at the head of his troops, clad in com- 
plete armour, above which he wore a veil of white tiffue, 
that he might be more confpicuous both to his friends and 
to his enemies; and as all depended on one bold impreflion, 
he led them inftantly to fcale the walls. Three dillinft bo- 
dies, one of Germans, another of Spaniards, and the lafl. of 
Italians, the three different nations of whom the army was 
compofed, were appointed to this fervice; afeparate attack 
was afligned to each; and the whole army advanced to fup- 
port them as occaiion fhould require. A thick mill conceal- 
ed their approach until they reached almoft the brink of the 
ditch, which furrounded the fuburbs: having planted their 
ladders in a moment, each brigade rufiied on to the affault 
with an impetuofity heightened by national emulation. They 
were received at firlt with fortitude equal to their own ; the 
Swifs in the pope’s guards, and the veteran foldiers who had 
been affembled, fought with a courage becoming men to 
whom the defence of the noblell city in the world was en- 
trufled. Bourbon’s troops, notwithstanding all their va- 
lour, gained no ground, and even began to give way; when 
their leader, perceiving that on this critical moment the fate 
of the day depended, leaped from his horfe, preffed to the 
front, fnatched a fealing ladder from a foldier, planted it a- 
gainfl the wall, and began to mount it, encouraging his 
men with his ■voice and hand to follow him. But at that 
very inftant, a mufket bullet from the ramparts pierced his 
groin, with a wound, which he immediately felt to be mor- 
tal; but he retained fo much prefence of mind, as to delire 
thofe who were near him to cover his body with a cloak, 
that his death might not difhearten his troops; and foon af- 
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ter he expired with a courage worthy of a better caufe, and 
which would have entitled him to the higheft praife, if he 
had thus fallen in defence of his country, not at the head of 
its enemies^. 

This fatal event could not be concealed from the army; 
the foldiers foon milfed their general, whom they were ac- 
cuftomed to fee in every time of danger; but, iuftead of be- 
ing dilheartened by their lofs, it animated them with new 
valour; the name of Bourbon refounded along the line, ac- 
companied with the cry of blood and revenge. ■ The veterans 
who defended the walls were foon overpowered by numbers; 
the untrained body of city recruits fled at the fightftfcdan- 
ger, and the enemy, with irreiiftible violence ruflied into th 
town. 

During the combat, Clement was employed at the high 
altar of St. Peter’s church in offering up to Heaven unavail- 
ing prayers for victory. No fooner was he informed that 
his troops began to give way, than he fled with precipita- 
tion; and with an infatuation {till more amazing than any 
thing already mentioned, inftead of making his efcape by 
the oppoflte gate, where there was no enemy to oppofe it, 
he fhut himfelf up, together with thirteen cardinals, the fo- 
reign ambafladors, and many perfons of diftindtion, in the 
caftle of St. Angelo, which, from his late misfortune, he 
might have known to be an infecure retreat. In his way 
from the Vatican to that fortrefs, he faw his troops flying 
before an enemy who purfued without giving quarter; he 
heard the cries and lamentations of the Roman citizens, and 
beheld the beginning of thofe calamities which his own cre- 
dulity and ill condudt had brought upon his fubjectsf. 

It is impofiible to defcribe, or even to imagine, the mifcry 
and horror of that fcene which followed. Whatever a city 
taken by ftorm can dread from military rage, unrdlrained 

1 Mem. de Bellay, 101. Guic. lib. xviii. p. 445, &c. Oeuv. de 
Brant, iv. 257,&c. 

t Jov. Vit. Colon. 165. 
Vol. II. Z 
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by difcipline; whatever exceffes the ferocity of the Germans, 
the avarice of the Spaniards, or the licentioufnefs of the Ita- 
lians could commit, thefe the wretched inhabitants were o- 
bliged to fuffer. Churches, palaces, and the houfes of pri- 
vate perfons, were plundered without diftinftion. No age, 
or character, or fex, was exempt from injury. Cardinals, 
nobles, priefts, matrons, virgins, were all the prey of foldiers, 
and at the mercy of men deaf to the voice of humanity. Nor 
did thefe outrages ceafe, as is ufual in towns which arc car- 
ried by affault, when the firil fury of the ftorm was over; 
the Imperialifts kept poffefiion of Rome feveral months; and, 
during all that time, the infolence and brutality of the fol- 
diers hardly abated. Their booty in ready money alone a- 
mounted to a million of ducats; what they railed by ran- 
foms and exactions far exceeded that fum. Rome, though 
taken feveral different times by the northern nations who 
over-ran the empire in the fifth and fixth centuries, was never 
treated with fo much cruelty by the barbarous and heathen 
Huns, Vandals, or Goths, as now by the bigotted fubje&s 
of a Catholic monarch^. 

After Bourbon’s death, the command of the Imperial ar- 
my devolved on Philibert de Chalons prince of Orange, who 
with difficulty prevailed on as many of his foldiers to defift 
from the pillage as were neceffary to inveft the caftle of St. 
Angelo. Clement was immediately fenfible of his error in 
Laving retired into that ill-provided and untenable fort. But 
as the Imperialiffs, fcorning difcipline, and intent only on 
plunder, pulhed the fiege with little vigour, he did not de- 
fpair of holding out until the duke d’Urbino could come to 
his relief. That general advanced at the head of an army 
compofed of Venetians, Florentines, and Swifs, in the pay 
of France, of fufficient ftrength to have delivered Clement 

§ Jov. Vit. Colon. 166. Guic.lib. xyiii. 440, &c. Comment, 
de Capta Urbe Romse, ap. Scardium, ii. 230. Ulloa Vita dell 
Carlo V. p. no, tkc. Ciannone Hill, of Nap. B. xxxr. c. 3. P* 
,507. 
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from the prefent danger. But d’Urbino, preferring the in- 
dulgence of his hatred againft the family of Medici to the 
glory of delivering the capital of Chriftendom, and the head 
of the church, pronounced the enterprife to be too hazardous; 
and from an exquiiite refinement in revenge, having marched 
forward fo far, that his army being feen from the ramparts 
of St. Angelo, flattered the pope with the profpedt of cer- 
tain relief, he immediately wheeled about and retiredf. Cle- 
ment, deprived of every refource, and reduced to fuch extre- 
mity of famine as to feed on affes fle{h$, was obliged to capi- 
tulate [June 6] on fuch conditions as the conquerors were 
pleafed to preferibe. He agreed to pay four hundred thou- 
land ducats to the army; to furrender to the emperor all the 
places of ftrength belonging to the church; and, befides giv- 
ing hoftages, to remain a prifoner himfelf until the chief ar- 
ticles were performed. He was committed to the care of 
Alarcon, who, by his fevere vigilance in guarding Francis, 
had given full proof of his being qualified for that office; and 
thus, by a Angular accident, the fame man had the cuftody” 
of the two moil illuftrious perfonages who had been made 
prifoners in Europe during feveral ages* 

The account of this extraordinary and unexpected event 
was no lefs furpriiing than agreeable to the emperor. But 
in order to conceal his joy from his fubjeCf s, who were filled 
with horror at the fuccefs and crimes of their countrymen, 
and to leffen the indignation of the reft of Europe, he de- 
clared that Rome had been affaulted without any order from 
him. He wrote to all the princes with whom he was in 
alliance, diiclaiming his having had any knowledge of Bour- 
bon’s intention *. He put himfelf and court into mourn- 
mg; commanded the rejoicings which had been ordered for 
the birth of his fon Philip to be flopped; and employed an 
artifice no lefs hypocritical than grofs, he appointed prayers 
and proceffions throughout all Spain for the recovery of the 

rt Guic. 1. xviii. 450. § Jov. Vit. Colon. 167- 
* Rulcelli Lettere di Principi, ii. 234. 
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pope’s liberty, which, by an order to his generals, he could 
have immediately granted himf. 

The good fortune of the houfe of Auftria was no lefs 
confpicuous in another part of Europe. Solyman having 
invaded Hungary with an army of three hundred thoufand 
men, Lewis If. king of that country and of Bohemia, a weak 
and inexperienced prince, advanced raflily to meet him with 
a body of men which did not amount to thirty thoufandi 
With an imprudence hill more unpardonable, he gave the 
command of thefe troops to Paul Tomorri, a Francifcan 
monk, archbiihop of Golocza. This awkward general, in 
the drefs of his order, girt with its cord, marched at the 
head of the troops; and, hurried on by his own prefump- 
tion, as well as by the impetuofity of nobles who defpifed 
danger, but were impatient of long fervice, he fought the 
fatal battle of Mohacz [Auguft 29, 1526], in which the 
king, the flower of the Hungarian nobility, and upwards of 
twenty thoufand men, fell the viclims of his folly and ill 
conduft. Solyman, after his victory, feized and kept pof- 
fefiion of feveral towns of the greateft ftrength in the fouth- 
em provinces of Hungary, and, over-running the reft of 
the country, carried near two hundred thoufand perfons into- 
captivity. As Lewis was the laft male of the royal family 
of Jagellon, the archduke Ferdinand claimed both his 
crowns. This claim was founded on a double title; the one 
derived from the ancient pretenfions of the houfe of Auftria 
to both kingdoms; the other from the right of his wife, the 
only After of the deceafed monarch. The feudal inftitu- 
tions, however, fubfifted both in Hungary and Bohemia in 
fuch vigour, and the nobles pofleffed fuch extenfive power | 
that the crowns were ftill elective, and Ferdinand’s rights, 1 
if they had not been powerfully fupported, would have met 
with little regard. But his own perfonal merit; the refpedt 
due to the brother of the greateft monarch in Chriftendom; : 

fSleid. 109. Sandov. i. 822. Mauroc. Hilt. Veneta, lib. in- 
sac. 
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the neceffity of chufing a prince able to afford his fubje&s 
' fome additional proteftion againft the Turkiih arms, which 
i as they had recently felt their power, they greatly dreaded; 

I together with the intrigues of his fifter, who had been mar- 
c ried to the late king, overcame the prejudices which the 

if Hungarians had conceived againft the archduke as a foreign- 
i er; and though a confiderable party voted for the Vaywode 

of Tranfdvania, at length fecured Ferdinand the throne of 
that kingdom. The dates of Bohemia imitated the exam- 

] pie of their neighbour kindom; but in order to afcertain 
f and fecure their own privileges, they obliged Ferdinand, be- 

fore his coronation, to fubfcribe a deed which they termed a 
i Reverfe, declaring that he held that crown not by any 
j previous right, but by their gratuitous and voluntary elec- 

tion. By fuch a vaft accefiion of territories, the hereditary 
poffeffion of which they fecured in procefs of time to their 
family, the princes of the houfe of Auflria attained that pre- 

! eminence in power which hath rendered them fo formidable 
to the reft of Germany 

The diftenfions between the pope and emperor proved ex- 
| tremely favourable to the progrefs of Lutheranifm. Charles, 

exafperated by Clement’s conduft, and fully employed in 
oppoftng the league which he had formed againft him, had 
little inclination, and lefs leifure, to take any meafures for 
fuppreffing the new opinions in Germany. In a diet of the 
empire held at Spires [June 25, 15263, theftate of religion 
came to be confidered; and all that the emperor required of 
the princes was, that they would wait patiently, and with- 
out encouraging innovations, for the meeting of a general 
council which he had demanded of the pope. They, in re- 
turn, acknowledged the convocation of a council to be the 
proper and regular ftep towards reforming abufes in the 
church; but contended.that a national council held in Ger. 

§ Steph. Broderick Procancelarii Hungar. Clades in Campo. 
Mohacz, ap. Scardium, ii. 218. P. Barre Ilift. d’ Allemagne, 
tom. viii. part i. p. 198. 
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many would be more effectual for that purpofe than what he 
had propofed. To his advice, concerning the difcourage- 
ment of innovations, they paid fo little regard, that even 
during the meeting of the diet at Spires, the divines who 
attended the ele&or of Saxony and landgrave of Hefle-Caf- 
fel thither, preached publicly and adminittered the facraments 
according to the rites of the reformed church*. The em- 
peror’s own example emboldened the Germans to treat the 
papal authority with little reverence. During the heat of 
his refentment againit Clement, he had publifhed a long re- 
ply to an angry brief, which the pope had intended as an 
apology for his own conduct. In this manifefto, the em- 
peror, after having enumerated many inllances of that pon- 
tiflf’s ingratitude, deceit and ambition, all which he painted 
in the ffrongeil and moll aggravated colours, appealed from 
him to a general council. At the fame time he wrote to 
the college of cardinals, complaining of Clement’s partiality 
and injultice; and requiring them, if he refufed or delayed 
to call a council, to Ihew their concern for the peace ol the 
Chriftian church, fo (hamefully neglected by its chief pallor, 
by fummoning that affembly in their own name J. This 
manifello, little inferior in virulence to the inveCtives of Lu- 
ther himfelf, was difperfed over Germany with great induf- 
try, and being eagerly read by perfons of every rank, did 
much more than counterbalance the effect of all Charles’s 
declarations againll the new opinions. 

*S!eid. 103. 1 Goldali. Polit. Imper. p. 984. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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