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THE 

PREFACE. 

HEALTH and LIBERTY are, with- 
out difpute, the greateft natural blef 

fings mankind is capable of enjoying: 1 lay na- 
tural, becaufe the contrary Hates are purely 
accidental, and arife from nature debauched, 
depraved, or enforced. Yet thefe blelTings 
are feldom fufficiently valued whilft enjoy- 
ed; like the daily advantages of the fun and 
air, they feem fcarce regarded, becaufe lb 
common, by thofe that are in poiTellion of 
them. 

But as an Italian, that pafles a winter in 
Greenland, will loon be convinced, through 
his want of the kind influences of that glori- 
ous planet, how much milery he endures in 
comparifon of thofe who dwell in his native 
country; fo he that knows by experience 
the trouble of a lahguifhing fickncfs, or the 
lo(s of his liberty, will prefently begin to 
have aright efleem of that which formerly he 
fcarce thought worth his notice. 

This experience is either what a man 
learns by that which befals himfelf, or by 
making oblervarions on the condition of o- 
ther people. The firft is the common guide 
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IV PREFACE. 

to the generality of mankind, who are not 
apt to look beyond themfelves; unlefs, with 
St. Thomas, they feel as well as fee, they 
will not believe. Thus in the inlfance of 
bodily health, we find thofe, that have been 
always accuflomed to it, havefcarce any no- 
tion of the mifery of the contrary ftate, and 
therefore are carelefs in fhunning thofe ex- 
cefles which might bring difeafes upon them; 
the fad examples feen every day of mifer- 
able fick debauchees being not fufficient to 
deter others from lewdnefs. But the fecond 
lort of experience is the inftru&reis of wife 
men: for the prudent will not fail to benefit 
themfelves by the accidents that befal to 
others, both in their health and liberty, by 
avoiding the occafions of them: and this is 
one of the great advantages of fociety, that 
not only the alfilfance, but even the misfor- 
tunes of others, may be of ufe to us. 

Want of liberty is a difeafe in any fociety 
cr body politic, like want of health in a par- 
ticular perfon; and as the befi way to un- 
derfland the nature of any diftemper aright, 
is to confider it in feveral patients, (ince the 
fame difeafe may proceed from different 
caufes; fo the diforders in fociety are belt 
perceived by obferving the nature and effe&s 
of them in our feveral neighbours: where- 
fore travel feems as nccefiary to one who 
defires to be ufefui to his country, as practi- 
fing upon other mens diftemper.s is to make 
an able phyfician. For although a man may 
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fee too frequently the mifery offuch as are 
deprived ot health, without quitting his own 
country,yet (thankstoprovidencc!) he muft 
go out ofthele kingdoms who vvould'kncw 
experimentally the want ol public liberty. 
He that travels into a climate infected with 
this dileafe (and he can find few that are 
not) does not only fee, but in fome meafure 
feel the grievances occafioned by it in the 
leveral inconveniences of living, in fome 
proportion with the natives; lo as to rclifh 
better, upon his return, (which we luppofe 
depends upon his choice) the freedom and 
ealeof hisown home-conftitution, and may 
make good ule of this experience without 
having paid too dear for it. But a man can- 
not tranlmigrate himfelf for a while into a 
diflempered body, as he may travel into an 
enflaved country, with equal facility of get- 
ting; rid of each of them again. 

Thus it is a great, yet rare, advantage to 
learn rightly how to prize health without 
the expence of being fick; but one may eafily 
and cheaply grow fenfible of the true value 
of liberty, by travelling into fuch countries, 
for a fealon, as do not enjoy it. 

And this can be done by no.nation in the 
world fo commodionfly as the Englifh: the 
affluence of their fortunes, and eafinefs in 
their private affairs, are evidently greater 
than thofe of other people of Europe; (b 
that, generally fpeaking, none are in a con- 
dition to Ipend more freely, or may propofc 
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VI PREFACE. 

to reap greater benefit by travel; and yet 
none have pra&ifed it Jefs. 

In other countries {bme princes and men 
of the firlt quality may have purfes ftrong 
enough to bear the expence, but few of the 
middling fort venture upon it; and thofeare 
commonly either military men, who haveo- 
ther defigns in view than the knowlege of 
the world; or the unfortunate, who chufe 
it as a diverfion or a refuge, and who have 
their heads too full ot their own miferies, to 
be at leifure to make their obfervations on 
others. And befides, we often fee the like 
arbitrary pra<5tices at home(they having been 
always trained up in fervitude) do lo far vi- 
tiate their reafon, as to put them out of a 
capacity ofjudging aright; for it is nor only 
poffible, but very ufual, that people maybe 
lb feafonedto and hardened in Havery, as not 
only to have loft' the very taile of liberty, 
but even to love the contrary Hate; as men 
over-run with the Spleen take plealure in 
their diftemper. 

But In England there are very many gen- 
tlemen whofe eftates will afford them either 
to travel in perfon, or to fend abroad fuch 
of their fons, for four or five years, as have 
the mofi; folid judgments; in which time they 
may acquire fuch manners, and make fuch 
obfer-vations as fhall render them ufeful to 
their country, and thereby advance their 
private fortunes more than what is laved.by 
keeping them at home would amount to. 



PREFACE. vii 

The method which has been generally 
followed by us in fending young gentlemen 
to travel, can hardly anlvver any of thele 
ends; on the contrary, it has hitherto been fo 
milchievous, that it is well travellinghas been 
fo little in fafhion. We fend them abroad 
children, and bring them home great boys, 
and the returns they make for the ex- 
pences laid out by their parents are fuitable 
to their age. That of the languages is the 
very beft; but the mod common isanaflc&ed 
foppifhnefs, ora filthy dileafe, for which they 
fometimes exchange their religion : befides, 
the pageantry, luxury, and licentioufnefs, of 
the more arbitrary courts have bribed them 
into an opinion of that very form of govern- 
ment: like idiots, who part with their bread 
for a glittering piece of tinfel, they prefer 
gilded llavery to coarfe domefiic liberty, 
and exclaim againft their old-fafiiioncd coun- 
trymen who will not reform their conllitu- 
tion according to the new foreign mode. But 
the travelling recommended here is that of 
men, who fet out fo well Hocked with the 
knowlege of their own country, as to be able 
to compare itwith others; whereby they may 
both fupply it where they find it wanting, 
and fet a true value on it where it excels. 
With this help fuch travellers could not fail 
of becoming (erviceable to the public, in con- 
tributing daily tov/ards the bettering of our 
conditution, though, without doubt, it be al- 
ready one of the bed in the world. 
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For it 'w ere as fond to imagine we need 
not go abroad, and. learn of others, becanfe 
we have perhaps better laws and culfoms al- 
ready than foreigners, as it were not to trade 
abroad, becauic we du el! in one of the plen- 
tifulleh parts of the world. Butas our merch- 
ants bring every day from barren countries 
many ufehil things, which our own good one 
does not produce, fo if the fame care were 
taken to fupply uswith exact accounts ofthe 
conl'titutions, manners, and condition, of o- 
ther nations, we might, without doubt, find 
out many things for our purpofe, which now 
our mere ignorance keeps us from being ien- 
fible that we want. The Athenians, Spar- 
tans, and Romans, did not think themlelves 
too wife to follow this method; they wc*-e 
at great expence to procure the laws of o- 
ther nations, thereby to improve their own; 
and we know they throve by it, tince few 
governments are lb ill confiituted as n t to 
have ibme cood cuffoms. V> e find admit- O 
able regulations in Denmark; and we read 
of others among the lavage Americans, fit to 
ferve for models to the molt civilized Euro- 
peans. 

Put although the conflitution of our go- 
vernment were too perfect already to receive 
any improvement, yetthebeft methods, con- 
ducing to the peaceable confervation of its 
prefent form, are well worth every Englilh- 
man’s enquiry; neither are tliefe to eaiily to 
be found in this age, which were judged lb 
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difficult, (if not altogether impra&icable) by 
the greateilof politicians in his time*. It is 
true, the wildom of our anceflors, or their 
good fortune, has hitherto made thefe our 
kingdoms an exception to his general maxim; 
yet we all knowhow many grievoustempefts 
(which as often threatened fhipwreck) this 
veffiel of our commonwealth has undergone. 
The perpetual contefls between the kings 
and the people (whilll thofe endeavoured to 
acquire a great power than was legally due, 
and thefe to preferve or recover their juft 
liberties) have been the contending billows 
that have kept it afloat; fo that all we pre- 
tended to by the late Revolution, bought 
with fo great expence, yet not too dearly 
paid for, was to be as we were, and that e- 
very one fhould have his own again ; the ef- 
fecting of which may be called a piece of 
good luck, and that is the beft can be laid of 
it. But muft frequent blood lettings be in- 
difpenlably neceflary to preferve our con- 
ftitution? is it not poffible for us to render 
vain and untrue that (arcalm of foreigners, 
who object to us that our Englifh kings have 
either too little power or too much, and that 
therefore we muft expert no fettled or laft- 
ing peace? (hall we for ever retain the ill cha- 
rafter they give us of the moft mutable and 

* Cunfias not tones et urbes popuhts aut primeres ant fjn- 
gttli regunt; deleEia ex his, et conjlituta rgipubUcaeforma, 
laudart facilius quam evenire, vel fi evenit haud diuturr.a 
ejfepotefl. Tacit. Jib. iv. Annat. 
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inconflant nation of the world? which how- 
ever we do not deferve, no more than Eng- 
land does that of regnum diabolorum, fo com- 
mon in unconfideringforeigners mouths. Me- 
thinks a method to preferve our common- 
wealth in its legal Hate of freedom, without 
the neceffity of a civil war once or twice e- 
very age, were a benefit worth fearching for, 
though we went to the fartheft corners of the 
world in quell: of it. 

Besides, the knowlege of the prefent 
Bate of our neighbour nations (which is belt 
acquired by travel) is more incumbent on 
the gentlemen of England than any others; 
fince they make fo conliderable a part of our 
government in Parliament, where foreign 
bufiuefs comes frequently under confidera- 
tion, and at prefent more than ever. 

It is none ofthefinallell ad vantages which 
his majefly has procured us by his accelfion 
to the crown; that we make a greater figure 
in the world than formerly; we have more fo- 
reign alliances, arc become the head of more 
than a proteftant league, and have a right to 
intermeddle in the affairs of Europe, beyond 
what we ever pretended to in any of the pre- 
ceding reigns: for it is a true, though but a 
melancholy, refle&ion, that our late kings 
half undid us, and breeding us up as narrow- 
fpirited as they could, made us conlider our- 
felves as proferibed from the world, in every 
fenfe toto divifos or be Britannos. And in- 
deed they had withdrawn us from the world 
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fo long, till the world had almofl: overlooked 
us; we I'eldom were permitted to call an eye 
farther than France or Holland, and then 
too we were carefully watched: but at pre- 
fent matters are other wife; we have a prince 
that has raifed us to our natural ftation, the 
eyes of mod part of the world are now upon 
us, and take their meafures from our coun- 
fels: we find every day occafion to inform 
ourfelves of the ftrength and intereftsof the 
feveral princes of Europe: and perhaps one 
great reafon why we live up no better to the 
mighty port we are advanced to, nor main- 
tain our character in it with greater reputa- 
tion, is becaule our education has been be- 
low it, and we have been too much locked 
up at home, when we Ihould have been ac- 
quainting ourfelves with the affairs of the 
world abroad. 

We have lately bought the experience of 
this truth too dear, not to be now fenfible 
of it. It is not very long ago (ince nothing 
was more generally believed, even by men 
of the bed 1'enfe, than that the power of Eng- 
land was fo unquedionably edablidied at fea, 
that no force could podibly ihake it; that, 
the Englifh valour and manner of fighting 
was fo far beyond all others, that nothing 
was more defirable than a French war. 
Should any one have been fo regardlefs of 
his reputation, as at that time to have repre- 
fented the French an over-match for the un- 
ited forces of England and Holland, or have 
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faid that vve fliould live to fee ourfelves in- 
fulted on our own coafts, and our trade in- 
dangered by them, that we fhould be in ap- 
prehenfions every year of an invafion and a 
French conqueft; fuch a venturefome man 
mud: have expelled to have pafled for a very 
traveller, or at bed for an ill-natured or un- 
thinking perfon,vvholittleconfidered what the 
irrefidible force of an Englifh arm was. But 
our late experience has reclaimed us from 
thefe midakes: our fathers and grandfathers 
told us indeed thefe things when they were 
true, when our yeomanry and commonalty 
were every day exerciled in drawing the long- 
bow and handling the brown-bill, with other 
weapons then in ufe,'wherein we excelled 
all che world; but we have lived upon the 
credit of thofe times too long, and dipercili- 
oudy negle&ed our formidable neighbour 
and enemy, whild he was improving his 
ftrengrh, and we, through the encourage- 
ment and by delign of our late rulers, were 
enervating our own. 

The ecclefiadics of mod religions, who 
are allowed to underdand and prolecute their 
own intereds bed of any people, though 
they be generally perfons whole function ob- 
liges them to a fedentary and dudious courle 
of life, have not omitted to draw luch advan- 
tages from travel as conduce to their ho- 
nour and profit. Thefe men, whofe conver- 
fing with books makes them know more than 
others, have yet found their account in fend- 
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ing fome of the mod judicious of their memr 
bers and fraternities to fetch home knowlege 
and experience from the remoteft parts of the 
world. The college depropagande jide was e- 
ftabliflied under pretence indeed of ferving 
religion, but we know the founders of it are 
no farther Haves to religion than it will be 
lerviceable to them; neither was it fo much 
through zeal for converlions, as to increafe 
their revenues, and learn foreign politics in 
church and date affairs. The Jefuits have 
brought feveral maxims, as wellasfums, from 
as far off as China and Japan; thereby im- 
proving their knowlegc, fo as to outwit their 
friends at home; and by following their ex- 
ample in this, I am furc we can run no ha- 
zard, at lead of paffing for fools. Thefe men 
(whofe firm adherence to the mod; exquifite 
tyranny is manifed by their indefatigable en- 
deavours in behalf of the French king’s in- 
tereds, as formerly of the houfe of Audria’s 
whild it was in its height) have by thefe arts 
ingroded to them (elves the education of the 
youth in all popiflr countries. The Luther- 
an prieds, who have an entire dependance 
on their kings and princes, are intruded with 
the like in thole countries which obferve the 
confeflion of Ausburgh. They alfb fend a- 
broad fome of their hopefulled young du- 
dents, feveral of which may be met with at 
Oxford, Cambridge, and Paris: the ufethey 
make of travel being not only to improve 
their knowlege in fciences, but to learn fit me- 
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thods to pleafe their fovereigns at the ex’ 
pence ofthe people’s liberties. Now in for- 
mer ages, whilft the ecclefiaflics were both 
ignorant and fcandaloufly wicked, they were 
not efleemcd by the laity, and confequently 
had not fo much power to do mifehief: but 
fince that through a reformation of manners, 
and knowlegc of the world, they have re- 
covered credit, and that the reftored learn- 
ing of Europe is principally lodged among 
them, they have gained a much greater in- 
fluence both on the opinions and practices of 
their difciples, and promoted a pernicious 
do&rine with all the (uccefs they themlelves 
could defire. But the fame travel will af- 
ford the bell: antidote for this poifon, and 
teach a gentleman, who makes right ufe of 
it, by what fteps flavery has within thefe lall 
200 years crept upon Europe; moft of the 
protcflant, as well as popilh countries, hav- 
ing in a manner quite loll the precious jewel, 
liberty. This cannot be attributed to any 
more probable caule than the enilaving the 
fpirits of the people, as a preparative to that 
of their bodies ; for fince thole foreign prin- 
ces think it their interell that fubje&s fhouid 
obey without referve, and all priells, who 
depend upon the prince, are for their own 
fakes obliged to promote what he elleems his 
intcrell; it is plain, the education of youth, 
on which is laid the very foundation-llones 
ofthe public liberty, has been of late vears 
coaunitted. to the lole management of luch 
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as make it their bufinefs to undermine it; 
and muft needs do fo, unlefs they will be 
falfe to their fortunes, and make the chara- 
£ter of prieftgive place tothat of true patriot. 

It isconfefledthat in theirfchoolsand uni- 
verfities excellent rules for attaining langua- 
ges and (ciences are made ufe of with great- 
er fuccefs than any heretofore: thofe youths 
efpecially, who have been bred among the 
Jefuits, arejuftly remarked to excel others 
of equal parts inftru&ed elfew'here: but hill 
this is only a training up in the knowlege of 
words and languages, whereofthere is feldom 
any occa'uon, as if the pupils were intended 
to be made fchool-mafters; whilft the weigh- 
tier matters of true learning, wdsereof one 
has occafion every hour, fuch as good prin- 
ciples, morals, the improvement of reafon, 
the love of jultice, the value of liberty, the 
duty owing to one’s country and the laws, 
are either quite omitted, or flightly palled 
over. Indeed they forget not to recommend 
frequently to them what they call the queen 

of all virtues, viz. Submillion to fuperiors, 
and an entire blind obedience to authority, 
without inftructing them in the dnemeafures 
of it, rather teaching them that it is without 
all bounds. Thus the (pirits of men are 
from the beginning inured to fubjecfion, and 
deprived of the right notion of a generous 
and legal freedom, which few among them 
(lb hardly are the prejudices of education 
ihaken off) grow fenfible of, till they become 
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of fomeage and maturity, or have unlearned, 
by good company and travel, thofe danger- 
ous padive doftrines they lucked in at the 
fchools and univerfities: but mod have the 
misfortune to carry thefe flavifli opinions 
with them to their graves. 

Had thefecountries, whild they were free, 
committed the goverment of their youth to 
philofophers inftead of priefts, they had in all 
probability preferved themfelves from the 
yoke of bondage to this day; whereas now 
they not only endure it, but approve of it 
likewile. ‘T'antum rclligio potuit! 

The Greeks and Romans inftituted their 
academies to quite another purpole; the 
whole education of their youth tended to 
make them as ufeful to the fociety they lived 
in as poiTible. There they were trained up 
to exercife and labour, to accuftom them to 
an aftive life: no vice was more infamous 
than lloth, nor any man more contemptible 
than he that was too lazy to do all the good 
he could. The ledtures of their philofophers 
fcrved to quicken them up to this: they re- 
commended above all things the duty to 
their country, the prefervation of the laws 
and the public liberty; fubfervient to which 
they preached up moral virtues, fuch as 
fortitude, temperance, juflice, a contempt 
of death, etc. Sometimes they made ufe of 
pious cheats, as Elylian fields, and an alTur- 
ance of future happinels, if they died in the 
caufe of their country, and even deceived 
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their hearers into greatnefs: hence pro* 
ceeded all thofe noble charafters where- 
with their hiitories are (b flocked: hence it 
was that their phiiofophers were defervedly 
looked upon as lupports of the ftate; they 
had their dependence wholly upon it; and 
as they could have no intereft diftinft from it, 
they laid out themlelves towards the advan- 
cing and promoting the good of it, infomuch 
that we find the very good fortune of their 
commonwealths often lalted no longer than 
they did. The managers of our modern 
education have not been quite fo public- 
Ipirited; for it has been, as L have fhewn, 
for the molt part in the hands of men who 
have a diftinck interefi: from the public; 
therefore it is not to be wondered at, if, like 
the reft of the world, they have been byaf- 
ied by it, and direfted their principal defigns 
towards the advancing their own fortunes. 

Good learning as well as travel is a great 
antidote againlt the plague of tyranny. The 
books that are left us of the ancients (from 
whence, as from fountains, we draw all that 
we are now mafters of) are full of dottrines, 
fentences, and examples, exhorting to the 
confervation or recovery ofthe public liber- 
ty, which was once valued above life. The 
heroes there celebrated are for the moft part 
fuch as had deftroyed or expelled tyrants; 
and though Brutus be generally declaimed 
againft by modern fchool-boys, he was then 
eiteemed the true pattern and model of ex- 
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aft virtue. Such was Cato ofUtica, with 
others of like ftamp. The more any per- 
fon is converfant with good books, the more 
lhall he find the practices of thefe great men 
in this particular founded upon reafon, ju- 
ftice, and truth; and unanimoufly approved 
of by moft of the fucceeding wife men which 
the world has produced. 

But inftead of books which, inform the 
judgment, thofe are commonly read in the 
fchools abroad, wherein an elegancy of La- 
tin and Greek ftile is more lought after than 
the matter contained in them: fo that luch 
as treat a little boldly of public liberty occur 
to the reading of few, and thofe grown men, 
rather through chance or their curiofity, 
than the recommendation of their infiruftors. 

It was not to learn foreign languages that 
the Grecian and Roman youths went for (o 
long together to the acadetnies and lefturcs 
of their philolbphers. It was not then, as 
now with us, when the charafter of a fcho- 
lar is to be /killed in words; when one who 
is well verfed in the dark terms and fubtil- 
ties of the fchools palles for a profound phi- 
lofopher; by which we feem fb far to have 
perverted the notion of learning, that a man 
may be reputed a.moff extraordinary fcholar, 
and at the fame time be the mofl ufelefs 
thing in the world; much lefs was it to learn 
their own mother tongues, the Greek and 
Latin, which we hunt after fo eagerly for 
many years together, (not as being the ve- 
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hides of good fenfe, but as if they had fome 
intrinfic virtue.) It was to learn how and 
when to (peak pertinently, how to aft like 
a man, to fubdue the paffions, to be public- 
fpirited, to defpife death, torments, and re- 
proach, riches, and the fmiles of princes as 
well as their frowns, if they hood between 
them and their duty. This manner of e- 
ducation produced men of another (lamp 
than appears now upon the theatre of the 
world; fuch as we are Icarce worthy to men- 
tion, and muff never hope to imitate, till the 
like manner of inftitution grows again into 
reputation; which in enflaved countries it is 
never likely to do, as long as the ecclefiaflics, 
who have an oppofite intereft, keep not only 
the education of youth, but the confciences 
of old men in their hands. 

To ferve by-ends, and becaufe priefts 
thought they fhould find their own account 
in it, they calculated thofe unintelligible do- 
ftrines of pafiive obedience and jus divinum f 
that the people ought to pay an abfolute o- 
bedience to a limited government, fall down 
and worfhip the work of their own hands, 
as if it dropt from heaven; together with o- 
ther as profitable doftrines, which no doubt 
many are by this time afhamed of, though 
they think it below them to condefcend fo 
far as to confels themfelves to have been in 
the wrong: for this notion of jus divinum of 
kings and princes was never known in thefe 
northern parts of the world till thefe latter 
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ages of flavery. Even in the eaftern coun- 
tries, though they adore their kings as gods, 
yet they never fancied they received their 
right to reign immediately from heaven. 
The (ingle example in fcripture fo much in- 
lifted on, viz. The reign of Saul over the 
Jews, and Samuel’s defcription of what a 
king would be, not what he lawfully might 
be, proves either nothing at all, or the con- 
trary to what fome would have it: for be- 
fides that there are many relations of fa<ft in 
the Old Teftament, not condemned there, 
which it would not only be inconvenient, 
but {inful for us to imitate; whoever perufes 
the whole llory of Saul and his lucceftbr, 
will therein find more fubftantial arguments 
againft the jus divimnn and non-refiftance 
than for it. ’ But we fhall leave this, both 
as being too large an argument for the com- 
pa(s of a preface, and as being already fully 
bandied by more able pens. 

Aix Europe was in a manner a free coun- 
try till very lately, infomuch that the Eu- 
ropeans were, and ftill are, diftinguifhed in 
the eaftern parts of the world by the name 
of Franks. In the beginning, fmall territo- 
ries, or congregations of people, chofe vali- 
ant and wife men to be their captains or 
judges, and as often depofed them upon 
nufmanagement. Thele captains, doing 
their duty well and faithfully, were the ori- 
ginals of all our kings and princes; which 
at firft, and for a long time, were every 
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where elective. According to their own 
warlike temper, or that of the people which 
they governed, they (upon the fcore of re- 
venge, ambition, or being overthronged 
with multitudes at home) encroached upon 
their neighbours, till from petty principalities 
their countries waxed to mighty kingdoms; 
Spain alone confiding of twelve or thirteen 
till the other day, and one part of our ifland 
of no lefs than feven. Each of thefe was 
at firft made through an union of many pet- 
ty lordfhips. Italy, from feveral fmall com- 
monwealths, was at length fwallowed up 
by the emperors, popes, kings of Spain, 
dukes of Florence, and other leffer tyrants. 
Yet it is to be remarked that the ancient 
date of Europe is bed: preierved in Italy 
even to this day, notwithdanding the en- 
croachments which have been there made 
on the people’s liberties; of which one rea- 
fon may be, that the republics, which are 
more in number and quality in that fpot of 
ground than in all Europebeddes, keep their 
ecclefiadics within their due bounds, and 
make ufe of that natural wit which provi- 
dence and a happy climate has given them, 
to curbthofe who, if they had power, would 
curb all the world. 

Every one ought to know how great the 
rights of the people were very lately in the 
elettive kingdoms of Sweden and Denmark; 
how Germany was freer than any other part 
of Europe, till at length it was lorded by 
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captains, (who in procefs of time grew prin- 
ces and electors) and by bifhops with tem- 
poral authority, who may thank Charles the 
great, a very bigotted prince, for their dou- 
ble 1 word of flcfli and fpirit. 

If it be objefted that princes have acquir- 
ed a right to be abfolute and arbitrary where 
the fubje&s have given up their liberties, 
there are fome in the world who venture to 
anfwer, that no people in their right wits, 
that is, not guided by fear or tumult, can 
be fuppofed to confer an abfolute dominion, 
or to give away the feedom of themfelves 
and their poflerity for all generations; that 
fuch a donation ought to be elteemed of no 
greater validity than the gift of an eftate by 
a child or a mad-man from his lawful fuccef- 
for; that the people can no more part with 
their legal liberties, than kings can alienate 
their crowns: that nothing which even the 
reprelentative body of the people does, 
which fhall afterwards tend to the detriment 
of the univerfality, can then be obligatory, 
becaufe many things good and profitable at 
the time of making thofe laws may be the 
quite contrary afterwards; and as loon as 
any law grows apparently milchievous to 
the whole body that made it, or their fuc- 
cefibrs, it ought by them to be repealed, and 
would certainly be fo in countries where 
frequent free aflemblies of the hates are in 
life. That ifthefe allemblies be hindered, or 
corrupted by Unifier practices, the obliging 
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quality of fuch a law determines of itfelf 
throughitsown nature,it beingfuppofedthat 
the true reprefentatives of the people would 
have annulled it, had they been permitted 
to meet and a£t freely: that the afts of one 
general parliament, though a free one, are 
not prepetually obliging, (ince that as v\ ell as 
particular perfons is liable to miftakes; but 
the a&s of an eternal lucceffion of parlia- 
ments, who make, confirm, change, or re- 
peal laws at their pleafure. 

These are hard layings in the opinion of 
many; but thus much we are fure of, who- 
ever goes about to dellroy or diminifh the 
right of the people in the difpofal of the 
crown, at the fame time fubverts their ma- 
jefties title to it: it is therefore fealonable 
now or never to afiert both; notwithfland- 
ing the prevarication of thofe who dare aft 
under and receive benefit by this revolution, 
which they contributed nothing to, but 
which the people through God’s allillance 
procured for themfelves; yet will not dive 
into the merits of the caufe, nor own the law- 
fulnefs of the faft; but either cautioully a- 
void the argument, or, if it comes crols their 
way, mumble it as tenderly as the afs did 
the thiftle, which caufed the philolophcr to 
laugh, who never did it his life but that once. 
So this manner of behaviour would move 
both the laughter and indignation of all un- 
derllanding perfbns, lovers of their country’s 
legal liberties; for none are forced to fall 
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under greater abfurditics, or to make more 
terr ible blunders in divinity, politics, and 
good fenfe, than fuch as would fain reconcile 
prefent interefl to their old beloved maxims: 
res eft ridicula et minis jocofa. Catull. But 
heaven be praifed, the nation is almoft freed 
from the grofs error of that flavifh do&rine, 
in fpite of the endeavours of fuch as would 
keep it alive, like hot embers covered over 
with allies, ready to be blown up again into 
a flame upon the firfl occafion. 

In Ruffia and Mufcovy the government 
is as tyrannical as in any of the more eaftern 
monarchies. The priefts there have very 
much contributed both to make and keep it 
lo. To the end that the people may be 
kept in the requifite temper of obedience, 
none are permitted to travel upon pain of 
death, except fuch as have fpecial licence, 
which are exceeding few; neither are any 
gentlemen of thofe countries to be met with O 
abroad, but public miniflers and their reti- 
nue. The caufe of this fevere prohibition 
is, left fuch travellers fhould fee the liberty 
of other nations, and be tempted to covet 
the like for themfelves at home, which might 
oocaflon innovations in the (late. The fame 
reafon, which induces tyrants to prohibit tra- 
velling, fhould encourage the people of free 
countries to praftife it, in order to learn the 
methods of preferving that which once loft 
is very difficultly recovered; for tyranny 

ufually fteals upon a date by degrees, and 
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is, as a wife man faid, like a heftic fever, 
which at firft is eaf}' to be cured, but hardly 
can be known; after it is thoroughly known, 
it becomes almoft incurable. Now travel 
bed; of all other methods difcovcrs (at leaft 
expence) the fymptoms of this pernicious 
difeafe, as well as its difmal effe&s when grown 
to a head; and it is certainly of greater im- 
portance to underhand how to preferve a 
found conftitution, than how to repair a craz- 
ed one, though this alfo be a beneficial piece 
of knowlege. 

In our own univerfities, which are with- 
out controvetly the bed in the world, whe- 
ther we confider their revenues, their build- 
ings, or their learning, there are travelling 
fellowfhips eftablilhed; which, in a country 
where the clergy’s intereft is not diftinft 
from that of the laity, is fo far from being 
prejudicial to the legal liberties of the people, 
that it tends to the confervation of them : 
for fuch worthy men, as are employed a- 
broad, may bring home generous notions of 
libert}', and make admirable remarks on the 
contrary hate; which being inculcated from 
the pulpit, and enforced by the learned ar- 
guments of able divines, muft needs over- 
throw thofe fervile opinions, which of late 
have been too much backed by God’s au- 
thority, almoft to the ruin of a free people. 

I do not hereby mean to reflect on the 
order which generally has the government 
of our youth; we have had the experience 

C 
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of many among them who have given proof 
of a freer education and nfeful learning: 
and without queftion the chief ports of the 
gow n of both kinds were never better filled 
than at prefent. I only lament the ill con- 
trivance of their conftitution; for while in- 
tereft draws one way, and honerty another; 
when a man may make his fortune by for- 
getting his duty to his country, but rtiall al- 
ways flick at viark while he ferves it; it is 
fcarcely to be hoped men fhould hold out 
againrt fuch temptations, unlefs they be 
more gifted with honefty than the generali- 
ty of mankind are. And fince they conti- 
nue rtill upon the fame bottom, it muft be 
expetted the fame, or other as milchievous 
doftrines, will every day be broached; 
whereas if they were once let upon the 
fame foot the philofophers of old were, if 
honefty and the duty to their country were 
made their private intereft, and the way to 
thrive; we fhould loon fee them fhift hands, 
and the fpirit of thole philofophers revive 
again in them. 

The Conftitution of our univerfities, as 
to learning, leems as unfortunately regulat- 
ed as it is to politics. We receive the dire- 
(rtions of our Rudies there, from ftatutes 
made by thofe who underftood nothing of 
the matter, who had a quite different notion 
and tafte of learning from what the world 
has at prelent. It feems as ridiculous to 
take patterns for the getoteellearning of this 
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age from the old fafliioned learning of the 
times wherein the univerfity flatutes were 
compiled, as it would be for one who would, 
appear well drefled at court, to make his 
cloths after the mode in Henry the VlII’s 
day: butitis ofinfinitely worfeconfequence; 
for the prejudices and wrong notions, the 
ftiffnefs and pofirivenefs in opinion, the liti- 
gioufnefs and wrangling, all which the old 
philofophy breeds, befides the narrow-fpirit- 
ednefs, and not enduring of contradiction, 
which are generally contra&ed by a mona- 
dic life, require a great deal of time to get 
rid of; and, until they be filed off by con- 
verfation in the world abroad, a man’s learn- 
ing docs but render him more ufelefs and 
unfit for fociety. 

I dare appeal to common experience, 
whether thole excellent men that of late 
years have been preferred in our church, 
than which fet of divines England fcarce 
ever knew a better, be not for the mod part 
Rich as have been very converfant with the 
world; and if they have not all travelled out of 
this kingdom, have atleaflfpentthe bed part 
of their days in this epitome of the world, 
thecity of London, wherethey have learned 
Chridian liberty as well as other Chridian 
virtues. 'Ehe great difference between thefe 
and others of narrow opiniatre tempers, 
caufed by their monk-like education, is dif- 
cernible by every body; and puts it out of all 
doubt, that fuch who have feen mod, of 

C 2 
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what profeilion foever they be, prove the 
moft honeft and virtuous men, and fitteft for 
human fociety: thefe embrace better notions 
relating to the public, weigh opinions before 
they adhere to them, have a larger flock of 
charity, a clearer manner of diflinguifhing 
betw’een juft and unjuft, underftand better 
the laws of our own land, as well as the pri- 
vileges and frailties of human nature; and all 
this in a degree far excelling the moft zeal- 
ous learned religious perfon who has been 
brought up in his cell, and is therefore what 
we call a bigot, ftiff in an opinion, merely 
becaufe he has been ufed to it, and is afham- 
ed to be thought capable of being deceived. 

Lawyers, whofe manner of breeding is 
much abroad in the world, and who are ufed 
to promifcuous converfation, have been ob- 
ferved in moft places to be great favourers of 
liberty, becaufe their knowlege of ancient 
practice, and the juft title which the people 
have to their privileges, which they meet 
with every where in their courfeof reading, 
makes them lefs fcrupulous of committing 
whatfome divines mifcall a fin in thole that 
endeavour to preferve or recover them : the 
overfights of fome few gentlemen of this ho- 
nourable profeffion are therefore the lefs ex- 
cufable; for I muft confefs, among other 
things, that motto, ^4 T)eo Rex, a Rege 
Lex*, wherein the divine right of the impi- 

* In January 1683, gj Car. II. there was a call of 
/ixteen ferjeants at law, who gave rings with this motto. 
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ous will of a tyrant is asflrongly afTcrted as 
could be in the compafs of a ring, has occafi- 
oned frequent reflexions, not much in fa- 
vour of thofe that made ule of it. 

Thus I have touched upon the manner 
of education neceflary to the beginning and 
fimilling a gentleman, who is to be ulefnl to 
his country, which I fuppofe ought to be 
the principal end of it. And I cannot but 
believe, if in our ichools our youth were bred 
up to underfhnd the meaning of the authors 
they are made to read, as well as the fyntax 
of the words; if there were as much care 
taken to inculcate the good maxims, and re- 
commend the noble characters the old hitfo- 
rians are fo full of, as there is to hammer in- 
to their heads the true grammar ofthem, and 
the finenefs of the phrafe; if in our univerli- 
ties a proportionable care were taken to fur- 
nifh them with noble and generous learning : 
if after this they were duly informed in the 
laws and affairs of their own country, train- 
ed up in good converfation and ufeful know- 
lege at home, and than lent abroad when 
their heads began to be well fettled, when 
the heat of youth was worn off, and their 
judgments ripe enough to make oblerva- 
tion: I fay, I cannot but believe that with 
this manner of inftitution a very moderate 
underflanding might do wonders, and the 
coming home fully inftructed in the conftitu- 
tionsofothergovernments,wouldmakeaman 
but the more relolute to maintain his own. 

C 3 
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For the advantage of a free government 
above its contrary needs no other help to 
make it appear, than only to be expofed to 
a confiderate view with it: the difference 
may be feen written in the very faces of the 
feveral people, as well as in their manner 
of living; and when we find nothing but 
milery in the fruitfulleft countries fubjeft 
to arbitrary power, but always a face of 
plenty and chearfulnefs in countries natur- 
ally unfruitful, which have preferved-their 
liberties, there is no further room left for 
argument, and one cannot be long in deter- 
mining which is molt eligible. This ob- 
fervation is fo obvious, that it is hard for 
any that travels not to make it; therefore 
it is a lufficient realon why all our gentry 
fhould go abroad. An Englifhman Ihould 
be fhewn the mifery of the enflaved parts 
of the world, to make him in love with the 
happinefs of his own country; as the Spar- 
tans expofed their drunken fervants to their 
children, to make them in love with fobriety. 

But the more polilhed and delicious 
countries of France, Spain, or Italy, are 
not the places where this obfcrvation may 
be made to greateff advantage; the manner 
of living, goodnefs of the air and diet, the 
magnificence of the buildings, pleafantnefe 
of the gardens, pompous equipage of fome 
great perfons, dazzde the eyes of moft tra- 
vellers, and call a difguife upon the llavery 

of thole parts; and as they render this evil 
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more fupportable to the natives, fo they al- 
moit quite hide it from the view of a cur- 
fory traveller, amufing him too much from 
confidering the calamities which accom- 
pany fo much fplendor, and fo many natural 
blellings; or from refle&ing how much 
more happy the condition of the people 
would be with better ufage. But in the 
northern kingdoms and provinces there ap- 
pears little or nothing to divert the mind 
from contemplating flavery in its own co- 
lours, without any ofits ornaments. And 
fmce, for that reafon, few of our gentle- 
men find temptation enough to travel into 
thofe parts, and we have hardly any toler- 
able relation of them extant, though we 
have frequent occahons of being concerned 
with them, I thought it might be of ufe to 
publilh the following Account of Denmark, 
which I took care to be informed of upon 
the place with the greateft exaftnefs pof- 
fible, and have related fairly and impartial- 
ly, which may fave the curious the labour 
and expenee of that voyage. 

That kingdom has often had the misfor- 
tune to be governed by French counfels. 
At the time when Mr. Algernon Sidney 
was ambaflador at that court, Monfieur 
Terlon, the French ambaflador, had the 
confidence to tear out of the book of mottos 
in the king’s library, this verfe which Mr. 
Sidney, according to the liberty allowed to 
all noble Grangers, had written in it: 
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Manus haec inimica tyrannis 
Enfe petit placidam fub hbertate quietem. 

Though monfieur Terlon underftood nota 
word of Latin, he was told by others the 
meaning of that lenience, w'hich he con- 
fidered as a libel upon the French govern- 
ment, and upon fuch as was then alerting up 
in Denmark by Frenchafliltanceor example. 

To conclude; a conlidering Englilh tra- 
veller will find by experience, that at pre- 
fent nothing is fo generally ftudied by the 
fovereign princes of the world, as the arts 
of war, and the'keeping of their own coun- 
tries in the defired fubje&ion; the arts of 
peace, whereby the incrcafe and profperity 
of their fubje&s might be promoted, being 
either intirely negle&ed or faintly profecut- 
ed. He will further be convinced what 
great reafon he has to bids providence lor 
his being born, and continuing yet a free- 
man: he will find that the fecuring this in- 
eftimable blefiing to himfelf, and tranfmit- 
ting it to late profperity, is a duty he owes 
to his country; the right performance of 
which does, in a great meafure, depend up- 
on a good education of our youth, and the 
prelervation of our conllitution upon its 
true and natural bafis, the original contraft: 
all other foundations being falle, nonfenfical, 
and rotten; derogatory to the prelent go- 
vernment, and abfolutely defixudive to the 

legal liberties of the Englilh nation. 

Salus populi fuprema lex ejlo. 
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A N 

ACCOUNT 

O F 

‘DEN MARK, 

As it was in the YEAR 1692. 

CHAP. I. 

Of the Territories belonging to the King of 

‘DENMARK, and their Situation. 

IF we confider the extent of the king of Den- 
mark’s dominions, he may with juftice be 
reckoned among the greateft princes of T.u- 

rope; but if \Ve have regard to the importance 
and value of them, he may be put in balance 

with the king of Portugal, and poflibly be found 
lighter. 

His ftyle is, king of Denmark and Norway, 
of the Goths and Vandals, duke of Slefwick and 
Holftein, Stormar and Ditmarfli; earl in Olden- 
burg and Delmenhorfl; all which countries he 
a&ually pofTefles either in whole or in part: fb 
that except that of the Goths and Vandals, which 

title both he and the king of Sweden ufe, and 
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which the crown of Denmark has retained ever 
fince it was matter of Sweden (as we in England 
do that of France) all the rett are fubttantial and 
not empty titles. 

My defign is to acquaint you with the prelent 

ttate of thele countries, and to offer nothing but 
what I have either collected from fenfible grave 
perlbns, or what my own knowlege and experi- 
ence has confirmed to be truth. 

Since the late wars, between that famous ca* 
ptain CharlesGuftavus of Sweden and Frederic III. 
which ended in a peace, anno 1660, Denmark 
has been forced to fit down with the lofs of all 
its territories which lay on the other fide of the 

Baltic lea; Schonen, Halland, and Kicking, re- 

maining to the Swedes, notwithftanding frequent 
ftruggles to recover them. Thele three (elpecial- 
ly Schonen) wrere the beft provinces belonging 
to Denmark, and therefore are ttill looked upon 

with a very envious eye by the Danes: and for 
this very reafon it is reported, that the windows 
of Cronenburgh cattle, whole prolpeft lay to- 
wards Schonen, were walled up, that lb hateful 

an objeft might not caule continual heart-burn- 
ings. 

D enmark therefore, as it is thus clipped, is at 
prefent bounded on all fides wdth the fea, except 
one finall neck of land, where it joins to Holttein; 

the German ocean w^alhes it on the weft and 
northwett; the entrance into the Baltic, called 
the Categate, on the north and north-eift; the Bal- 

tic on the eaft; and the river Eyder on thefouth j 
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which,having its fourcevery near the fea, takes its 
courfc weft-ward, and falls into the ocean at Ton- 
ingen, aftrong town of the duke of Holflein Got- 
torp: fo that if a channel were made of about three 

Danifh miles from that river to Kiel, it would 
be a perfeft ifland. I include in this accountthe 
dutchy of Slelwick as part of Denmark, but not 
the dutchy of Hoiftein ; becaufe the former was a 
fief of that crown, the latter of the empire. 

All Denmark therefore, comprehending its 
iflands, as I have thus bounded it, lies in length 

. between 54 £r> 45 nnin-and 58 £r- 15 min. north 

latitude, the breadth not being proportionable; 
and may at a large computation be reckoned to 

amount to the bignefs of two thirds of the king- 
dom of Ireland. 

Norway, which lies north from Denmark, 
and is feparated from it by that fea which is ufual- 
ly called the Categate, is a vaft and barren coun- 

try, full of mountains and fir-trees. It reaches 
from 59 to 7 1 degrees of north latitude; but is 
very narrow in refpe£l to its length. It is bound- 
ed on the weft and north by the ocean; on the 
eaft by Sweden and the territories belonging to 
it; on the fbuth by the lea lying between it and 
Denmai k. The fea is fo deep about it, that there 
is no anchorage for drips ; and therefore its coafts 
are accounted the moft dangerous of any in Eu- 
rope to run with in the night, or in a dorm; on 
which if you chance to be driven, there is no e- 

fcaping, the Ihore being all along high rocks, at 
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the very foot of which one may find 200 fathom 
water. 

Holstein, which includes Ditmarfh and Stor- 
mar, is hounded by the dutchy of Slefwick on the 
north, the dutchy of Saxe Lawenburg on the 
fouth-eaft, the river Elbe on the fouth-wefi; the 
reft of it is walhed by the ocean and Baltic fea. 

It lies between the 54th and 55th degrees of north 
latitude. 

Oldenburg and Delmenhorft are two coun- 
ties in Germany that lie together, detached from 

all the reft of the king of Denmark’s countries; 
the two rivers, Elbe and AVefer, and the dutchy 

of Bremen, interpofing between them and Hol- 
ftein. They are bounded on the north-eaft by 
the AVefer, on the weft by Eaft-Friefland and the 

county of Embden, on the fouth by part of the 
bifliopric of Munfter. They are a fmall territory 
ofabout 3 4 EnglHh miles in diameter; the middle 

of which is in the latitude of 53 degrees and a half. 
The reft of the king of Denmark’s territories, 

not mentioned in the enumeration of his titles, 
are the ifland ofFeroeand Ifeland in the northern 
ocean ; St. Thomas, one of the Caribbee ifiands 
in the ~Weft-indies; a fort upon the coaft of 
Guinea, called Chriftianfburg; and another in the 
Eaft-Indies, called Tranquebar. He has likewife 

a toll at Elfleet upon the river AVefer. 
Thus much may ferve in general touching the 

dominions of that king; which have this great in- 
conveniency, that they are mightily disjoined and 
feparated from each other; it being certain, that 

a 
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a Rate which is confined by many principalities 
is \v\ak, expoled to many dangers, and requires a' 

more than ordinary expence, as well as prudence, 

to preferve it entire; and it is to this principally 
that the conquefts which the Swedes have gained 
upon them may be afcribed. 

CHAP. II. 

OFT) ENM~4RK in particular, and lbs 

IJland of ZEALANT). 

THIS being the mofl: confiderable, and in 
value four parts in five of all the territories be- 
longing to the crown of Denmark, I fhall give 

a more particular account of it than of the 

refi. Others, I know, have given us the genea- 
logies and fucceflion of its kings, ancient names, 

inhabitants, conqnefis, etc; my bufinefs is only 

to inform How it Rands at this day, and to enter 
no further into the former hi Rory, or the geo- 
graphy of the country, than is neceffary to the 
undcrfianding the prefent Rate of it. 

Dr-tMARK then, properly fo called, confiRs of 

many ifiands in the Baltic fea, and of that part of 

the continent which is now called Jutland: the 
durchy of Slcfvrick, which I reckoned in the for- 
mer chapter as part of it, {hall be treated of by it- 

ftlf, becaufe it is divided between the king and 

the duke of HolRein Gottorp ; whereas thefc a- 
bove-mentioned are wholly the- king’s. Jutland 
is the biggefl and moR fertile country, but the 

D 



6 AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 

Elands are more confiderable in regard of their fi- 
tuation, efpecially Zealand; becaule Copenhagen, 
the chief city of Denmark, is feated in it, and the 
famous paiiage of the Sound is bordered by its 
{hore, where, on the narrowed part, the town of 

Ellinore ftands: wherefore I fhall begin with a 

delcription of them, and fird of Zealand. 
It is alinod of a circular figure, and contains 

about i So Engiilh miles in circumference. I can- 
not commend its fertility, there being no bread- 
corn growing in any part of it except rye, which 

indeed is in good quantity, and whereof moft of 

their bivad is made. There are few meadows in 
it, and yet there is no want of good hay : mod of 
their grafs, which is dioi t and fweet, grows by 
the lldes of the corn fields, or in fome fcattered 

fpots ofmarifh grounds. It has no rivers, nor a* 
bove half a Icore brooks that are able to turn a 

mill; to fupply this, there is a great number of 

fine lakes fuificiently dored with filh. The air is 

but indifferent, efpecially in and near Copenha- 
gen ; which is occafioned by the frequent fogs 
and low fituation; yet colds of the lungs are very 
rare here : this I attribute to the purenels of their 
firing, which is beechwood, the only fort of tim- 
ber trees which abound in this Eland. About 
one fourth part of it is foreft, lying open for the 
king’s hunting and his game, fiuch as dags, wild- 
boars, roe-bucks, etc. Thefe are fuch facred 
things, that no body dares touch them, though 
they find them in whole herds deftroying their 
corn, to the infinite yearly damage of the poor 
pealants. 
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The face of the land is plealant in many places, 
abounding with little hills, woods and lakes, in a 

very agreeable diverfity. For fea-ports, that moll 

excellent one belonging to Copcnhigen mull 
make amends for the want of them, not only in 

this, but many other of the illands; there being 
few others, that I know of, capable of hirbour- 
ing a velfc-l of 200 tuns. 

Neither is this a fenfible want, becaufe there 
are no commodities in this illand for exportation: 
in good years, that is, wet ones (for the Ibil, being 

altogether Tandy, requires frequent rains, even 
thus far north) there may be (bme overplus of 
rye ; and I have been told, that about fotty years 
ago, ten or twelve Dutch'fly-boats found yearly 
their lading at Kiog, a pretty flourilhing town at 
that time, within twenty Englilh miles of Copen- 
hagen; but of late they feem to be well ‘fatisfied 

if the product of the iile maintains in this fort of 
grain the inhabitants of it: not that the numbers 
of thefe are increaild, but hufbandry is not fb 
much encouraged now, as when the taxes of 

the poor country people were lefs frequent and 
grievous. 

The cattle here are generally finall and lean; 
kept within doors (even or eight months in the 
year; where their feeding is partly hav, partly 
brewers grains, roots, weeds, and fuch tralh as 
their owners can provide for them. In fummer- 
time their beef is fweet and juicy ; but weather 
mutton was a rare thing till of late ; nor is it com- 
mon now’, they being not uled to geld their iheep; 

■D 2 
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and therefore it was ufually eaten while it was 
lamb. v 

The feeding of the commonalty generally 

throughout all Denmark is very mean ; the burgh- 
ers and citizens fuftaining themfelves with rye- 
bread, falt-flelh, ftock-filh, bacon, and very bad 

cheele; inlbmuch that the infpeftors of our mar- 
kets in England, who ufe to deftroy or fend to 
the prifbns all Inch viftuals as are not judged 
wholfbme, would, (ifthey found them no better 

provided than at Copenhagen) go near to empty 
the markets, and leave little to either buyer or 

leller. The pea/ants live on roots, white-meats, 

and rye-bread ; feldom tailing frefh fifh, and 

icarce ever fleflr, unlefs in fbme extraordinary fe- 

ftivals, as on St. Martin’s eve, when each family 
in Denmark, without fail, makes merry with 

aroafted goofe at fupper. 
Here, and in all Denmark, are but two fea- 

fons of the year, winter and fummer; thofe two 
other more agreeable ones of fpring and autumn 

not being commonly known ; the fpring never, 
and the autumn feldom: you immediately leap 
from extremity of heat to extrernity of cold; and 
lb on the contrary, when winter is over, from 
cold to heat. During the three months of June, 
July, and Auguff, the heat is much more intenle 

thm in England, and very fultry in the nights ; 

but it is a gloomy heat, and people generally per- 
ceive fbmc interpofition of thick vapours between 
them and the fun. In Copenhagen, during thefe 
three months, they are conftantly troubled with 

the plague of flies, which they endeavour to dc« 
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ftroy by a poifbned water; upon the layirig of 
which in their kitchens and chambers, 1 have /ten 

whole bufhels of dead flies fwcpt together in one 

room. 
The Baltic lea near this city is very ill ftored 

with good filh, neither did I ever know any lea- 
town of that conlcquence worle ferved with it: 
whether it be that the fea wants its requifite filt- 

nefs, (being rather to be efteemed brackilh than 
fait) or that the people are not induftrious enough 

to take them; but I rather believe the former. 
The principal things of this ifland, and indeed 

of all Denmark, are the city of Copenhagen, and 
the palfage of the Sound. I will begin with the 
city, the rather becaule when I have done with 
that, I have little more to fay of any other in the 
king of Denmaik's dominions; there being no o- 
ther belonging to him much better than oux town 
of St. Alban’s. 

Copenhagen is no Ancient city, nor a very 
large one. It approaches in bignefs nearefl to Bri- 

ftol of any of our Englidi cities ; but it increales 
in buildings every day, notwithftanding the many 
dilcouragements it lies under. The fortifications 
of it inclofe a great deal more ground than is built 
upon -y and many fmall buildings, which upon a 
farther increafe of its riches, will be pulled down. 

Its fituation for trade is one of the belt in the 
world, becaufe of the excellency of its port; lb 
that without doubt, were Copenhagen a free city, 
it would be the mart and flaple of all the traffic of 
the Baltic. This port is inclofed by the bulwarks 
of the town, the entrance into it being fo nairow, 

D 3 
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that but one fliip can pafs at a time; which en* 

trance is every night fliut up with a Itrong boom. 

The citadel on one fide, and a good blockhoufe 

well furnifhed with cannon on the other, com- 
mand the mouth of it. Within this haven rides 

the navy royal, every ihip having its place affign- 
ed to it. A wooden gallery ranges round the 

whole inclofure where the fleet lies, laid over the 
water in finch manner, that all the fhips may be 
viewed near at hand as eafily and commodioufly 

as if they lay on dry land. This harbour is capaci- 
ous enough to hold 500 fail, where neither wind 
nor enemies can do them the leaft mifichief. The 
road without is very good and iafie ; being fenced 

from the fiea by a large fund bank, on the points 
of which float always a couple of buoys to direft 
all Ihips that come in or go out. Here are no 

tides to fear; but always a fufficient depth of 
water : fometimes indeed, according as the winds 
blow in or out of the Baltic, there lets a current; 
but it is not frequent, nor dangerous. To con- 
clude, this port may juftly be reckoned in all re- 
Ipefts one of the befl in the whole world. 

The town is firong, being fituated in a flat 
in an fli foil, not commanded by any height. The 

air is bad by reafion of the fiink of the channels 
which are cut through it. The works of it are 

only of earth and fods, yet raifed according to 

the rules of modern fortification, and in tolerable 
good repair. The buildings, both in this city 
and elfewhere, are generally very mean, being 
cagework, and having the intervals between the 
timbers filled up with brick. It is obficrvablc, 



II AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK, 

that all the good public buildings in it, fuch as the 
Change, ArfenaJ, Round-Steeple, etc. were built 

by king Chriftian the fourth, the pieltnt king’s 
grandfather, and a very brave though not a for- 
tunate prince; who did more with lefs revenues 

than all the fucceeding princes; the monarchy 
being at' that time neither hereditary norabfolute. 

He uled often to fay, ‘ That he knew the purles 
‘ of his fubje&s would be always open for his and 
‘ the kingdom’s juft occaftons; and that he had 
* rather they were his cafti-keepers than a high- 
‘ treafurer, who might abufe him.’ Although 
the principal decorations of this town are owing 
to him, yet he either forgot or delayed the build- 
ing of a palace for himfelf and his fucceftbrs, and 
no body has undertaken itfince; though certainly 
in no kingdom is there greater occafion, this king’s 
houfe of refidence being for fituation, meannels, 
and inconvenience, the worft in the world ; and 
as fmgular for badnefs, as the port is forgoodnefs; 

leveral of the noblemen, as his high excellency 
Guldenlieu, the great admiral Juel, with others, 
being infinitely better lodged than the whole roy- 
al family. Yet to make amends for this, his ma- 
jefty has near him an excellent ftable ofhorfes; 

and handfome large gardens, with a goodgaiden- 

houfe, called Rofenburg, feme diftance from the 

place, at the other end of the town. 

CHAP. III. 

Of the SOU NT>. 

THE pafiage or ftreight called the Sound, cr 



12 AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 

Ore (band, which hasib great a reputationin.thefe 
northern parts of the world, lies between the ifl* 
and of Zealand and the firm land of Schonen. 
On Denmark fide, where it is narroweft, Rands 
the town of Elfinore, and the ftrong fortrefs of 
Cronenburg; near which is a tolerable good road 
for /hips. On Sweden fide is the town of Helfin- 
burg with a demolifhed cafile, whereof only one 
old tower remains, (ufficient to hold half a dozen 
great guns to repay the falutes of men of war 

which pafs through. 
Betwixt thele two do pafs and repals all vefi 

fels that trade into the Baltic; fo that next that 
of Gibraltar, one may jufily reckon this fixeight 
the moft important and frequented of any in Eu- 
rope. The lofs of Schonen, though it was con- 
fiderable in regard of the larg«nefs and fruitfulnels 

of the province, yet it was more fb in refpeft to 
the dominion of this great paffage; for although 
the Danes, by the treaty of peace, have exprelsly 

retained their title to it, and receive toll from all 

tfhips that pals except Swedes, yet they do not e- 

(teem the fecurity ofthat title fofirm as they would 
wilh; for not being mailers of the land on both 
fides, they may have the right, but not the power 
to aflert it upon occafion, and leem only to enjoy 
jt at prelent according to their good behaviour ; 
their jflronger neighbour the Swede being able 
to make ufe of the firfi: opportunity given him to 
their prejudice. 

This toll, being very confiderable, and oflate 
years occafioning many difputes which are not 
yet determined, 1 thought it might not be amifi; to 
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(c-t down in this place, what I have learnt of the 
original and nature ofit, after havingmade asilriift 

enquiry as was polfible, from the moft ancient 
and moft underftanding perfons I could meet with. 

The moft rational account, then, is, That it 
was at firft laid by the content of the traders into 
the Baltic, who were willing to allow a fmall 
matter for each (hip that paded, towards the main- 

taining of lights on certain places of that coaft, for 
the better direftion of failors in dark nights: here- 
upon this paflage of the Sound became the moft 
praftifed; that other of the Great Belt being in a 

little time quite neglecfed ; as w’ell becaufe of the 
great conveniency of thofe lights to the (hipping 
that paflfed in and out of the eaft fea, as becaufe 

of an agreement made that no (hips (hould paft 
the other way, to the end that all might pay their 
/hares; it being unrealonabje that fuch (hips 
/hould have the benefit of thofe lights in dark or 
ftormy winter nights, who avoided paying towards 
the maintaining of thofe fires, by paffing another 
way. Befides, if this manner of avoiding the pay- 

ment had been allowed, the revenue would have 
been (b infignificant, confidering the finall futn 

which each (hip was to pay, that the lights could 
not have been maintained by it; and the Danes 

were not willing to be at the charge (blely for the 
ufe and benefit of their own trading (hips, in re- 

gard they were mafters of fo few as made it not 

worth their while; the Lubeckers, Dantz'ckers, 
?nd merchants of other Han(e Towns, being the 

greateft traders at that lime in the northern parts 
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of Europe, by which they arrived to a great height 
of power and riches. 

Bur there being no fixed rule or treaty m here- 

by to be governed with regard to the different 
bulk ofthe (hips belonging to fb many feveral na- 
tions, the Danes began in procefs of time to grow 

arbitrary, and exacted more or left liens, accord- 
ing to the ftrength or weaknels of thole they had 

to deal w'ith, or according to their frierrdlhip or 

bifcontent with thole princes and Hates to whom 
the feveral (hips belonged : therefore the emperor 
Charles the fifth, to alcertain this toll, concluded 
a treaty with the king of Denmark, w|jich was 
figned at Spire on the Rhine, and was in behalf 
of his fubjeifls of the levcnteen provinces of the 
Low Countries, who had great traffic in the Bal- 

tic ; and agreed that as a toli-cufiom in the Sound, 
every Ihip of 200 tuns and under Ihould pay two 
Role Nobles at its entrance or return from the 
Baltic, and every Ihip above 200 tuns three Role 
Nobles. 

This agreement remained in force till fuch 

time as the United Provinces (hook off the Spanilli 
yoke; and then the Danes, taking the advantage 
of thole wars, railed their toll to an extravagant 
height, the troublefome times not affording lei- 
Pure to the Dutch to mind the redreffing of fuch 
a milchief. 

However, about the year 1600, they joined 

themlelves with the city of Lubeck, in oppofition 

to fuch an exorbitant toll as was taken from both 

of them; fo that from thenceforth the Dutch paid 
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more or lefs, according as fortune was favourable 

or adyerfe to them ; but generally little. 

Anno 1647, the firft treaty was made between 
Denmark and the United Provinces (asfovertigns) 

for this toll; and they were obliged to pay a cer- 
tain fum for each (hip. This treaty was to laft 
forty years; after the expiration of which, if in 
the mean time no new treaty were made, that of 
Spite was to be in force. 

This treaty of 1647 expired 1687; and the 
Danes agreed to make an interim treaty, till fuch 
time as the many differences between them and 
the Hollanders in this and other matters could 

be adjufted at Icifu' e, and concluded in a more 
laffmg and folemn one. 

This interim treaty, which was but for four 
}Tears, expired in the year 1691 ; fo that no new 
treaty being made and finiQied during that time, 
it is evident that only the ancient treaty of Spire 

remains in force, and no other. 
The Englifh treaties with Denmark are ground- 

ed on thofe between the Dutch and that kingdom, 
and have reference to them; with a covenant that 
we (hall be treated tanquamgens anucijfhna; ex- 

cepting always Sweden, whole fhips pay no toll 
at all. 

So that at prefent both the Englifh and Dutch 
have occafion for new treaties with Denmaik in 
this and other affairs of trade, unlefs it be agreed 
by all parties that the treaty of Spire lhall for fb 
much remain in vigor hereafter. 

From this (hort hiftory of the original of this 
impofuion it appears, how flightly grounded the 
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king of Denmark’s title is to this right of exa&ing 
the toll of the Sound; which f om an ealy contri- 
bution which merchants chofe to pay for their 

own convenience, and whereof the king of Den- 
mark was only treaf reror truftee, to Ice it fairly 

laid out ‘Oi the cor tnon ule, is grown to be a hea- 

vy impofition upon trade, as well as a kind of 
fervile acknowiegementof his fovereigrity of thofi 
feas; and is purely owing to his taking an advan- 

tage of the dilhculties of the Hollanders during 

their wars with Spain, and the connivence of king 

James the firft in prejudice of the Englifh; who 

fevoured the Danes upon account of hi? marriage 
to a daughter of that crown ; upon whole two 

exam pies ali the le/Ter Rates were forced to fubmit.- 
Nor can it be conceived how it could be other- 
wife brought about; fince it is very Well' known, 
that the pafiage of the Sound is not the only one 

to the Baltic (ea, there being two others called 

the Greater and Leffer Belts; and that of the 
Greater Belt fo commodious and large, that during 
the late wars the whole Dutch fleet chofe to pals 
through it, and continue in it for four or five 
months together; and the Danifh flretigth at fei 
never appeared ye t fo formidable as to be able to 
oblige the Englifh and Dutch to choofe which paf- 

fage it pleafed. Befides, the breadth of the Sound 
in the narrowed: part is four En'glifh miles over, 
and every where of a ftfRcient depth ; fo that hi$ 

caftles could not command the channel when hef 

was mafter of both fldes; much lefV now that h& 
has but one. So that it ii plain, this pretended 
fovereignty is very precarious, being partly found- 
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ed on a breach of ti uft, as well as the careleflhefs 
of lome of the princes concerned in it, to the great 
injury of trade: and the Spaniards may, with as 
much right, lay claim to the lovereignty of the 
Streights of Gibraltar, where there is but one paf- 
fage; or the Swede, who is now mailer of one 
of the caflles on the Sound, demand another toll 
of all Ihips; lince both are better able to fupport 

their claims. 
For the further clearing of this point, and to 

lhew how it agrees with the account I have alrea- 

dy given, I have thought fit to inlert in this place 

the copy of a Letter from a very underRanding 
perfon. 

SIR, March 31. 1691. 
“ THE duties or cufloms in the Sound were 

11 of old times no more than a Role Noble for 
each Ihip, lading included; but within thele 

“ hundred years, fome lay lince king James of 
“ Scotland came to the crown of England, and 
“ winked at it, the kings of Denmark, having the 
“ lands on both fides the pafiage, began to impole 
11 taxes on the merchandile, and raile higher 
“ thole which were formerly on the Pnips; which 
il the Lubeckers, who were then powerful, refuf- 
“ ed to pay. 

“ Anno 1640 the kingcauled a book of rates 
“ to be printed, whereof I have one; according 
il to which a Ihip of 100 lafts, or 200 tuns, (which 
“ is the fame thing) did pay as followeth; for 
“ too laR oflaltto the eall 300 Rix-Dollars; 
“ for the flip and petty charges on the file 34 

“ Rix-Dollars, 24 Stivers: and for 100 lalt of rye 
E 
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u from the eaft 150 R. D. for flip and petty 

“ charges, as above, 34 R. D. 24 Stivers. So 
“ that the charges of a fhip of this burden, with 

“ its lading forward and backward, was 519 Rix- 
“ Dollars. 

“ Hereupon- the Hollanders made an alli- 
u ance with the Swedes, who Anno 1643 by 

the way of Germany invaded Denmark, and 
“ the Dutch lent them (hips. Then the king 

“ prints another book of rates more favourable, 
“ demanding for 100 laft ofSpanhhlalt tooRix- 

“ Dollars, for too lafl of rye 75 R. D. flip's 
u charges in and out, as above, 69 R. D. the 

“ whole amounting to 244 R. D. But this was 
“ neither done time enough, nor the rates lower- 
“ ed enough. The Hollanders, by their treaty 

“ with Denmark of 1646 or therebouts, brought 
“ them thus : the too laft of filt to 50 Rix-Dol- 

“ lars, too laft of rye to 50 R. D. Ship’s, and 
*• other petty charges, nothing : in all for each 

flip 100 Rix-Dollars. And by realon of this 

“ untimely heightening of their cuftoms it is, that 
“ the kings of Denmark have loft fo many terri- 

“ tories to the Swedes. 
“ Bu r to anfweryour demand morefully, it was 

“ in thofe days, that is, about the year 1640, that 
the cuftoms of the Ore-Sound yielded per ann. 

“ from 240000 Rix-Dollars to 300000 R. D. 

“ But lince 1645 they have not at any time ren- 
u dered above 1 50000 R. D. nor ever fo much, 
“ except in time of war with the Swedes, when 

V all did pay without exemption. During the 
“ laft war, I remember it yielded but 143000 



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. rp 

“ Rix-Dollars; but before that war, and fince 
“ (the Swedhh (hips freeing all goods that are car- 
“ ried in them, and the Swedidi goods in foreign 
“ fhips being allb free by treaty) it has not yield- 

“ ed above 80000 Rix-Dollars per annum ; and 
“ tlx; laft year pad it did not reach to full 70000 
<l Rix-Dollars. 

The court of Denmark is not to be blamed 
therefore for being wonderful jealous ofany infra- 
ftion of this their pretended (overeignty, as peo- 
ple are moft careful and fufpicious in behalf of 
an eflate wherein their title is weak; it being lb 
much the intereft not only of the Englilh and 
Dutch, but alfo of the Swede, to have it let right, 
both to encourage trade to his own conntry, and 
to lelTen the revenue of his neighbour. Neither 
can it be faid, that the Englilh and Dutch did 
ever intirely yield the point; for though they a* 
greed to pay a fmall toll on merchandile, yet no 
manner of learching or Hopping is to be allowed, 
or has ever been. The Danes are now obliged 
to take the mailer of the veHel’s word for the qua- 
lity and quantity of the lading; and thought it 
prudence never to prefs this point further, left we 
fliould grow angry, and make too narrow an in- 
fpeftion both into their original right, and into 
their ability to maintain it: for whilll we and the 

Dutch are content to pay this toll, all the other 
petty princes and Hates do it without murmur ; 
but if we once broke the chain, they would lhake 
off their part ol'it likewife. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of the other Iflands, and JUTLAND. 

THE moft confakrable iflands next to that of 

Zealand, are, Fimcn, or Fionia, Laland, Lang- 
land, Falflria, Mune, Samfoe, Arroe, Bornholm, 

and Amackthere are befides many other finall 
ones of Ids note. 

Funen is lecond to Zealand, whether its big- 
nefs or the goodnefs of its foil be confldered. It 
has plenty ©fcorn, hogs, lakes, and woods; the 
chief town of it is Odenlee, a well feated, and for- 
merly a flourifhing little city, but at prelent much 
fallen to decay. This ifland produces nothing 

fur the merchant to export, except fome few horf- 

es, the inhabitants ufually confuming their own 

commodities. This is a principal government, 
called a Stifts Ampt. The prefent governor is 

Mr. W interfelt. 

Laland is a fmall, but plentiful ifland, produ- 
cing all forts of corn in abundance, and particu- 

larly wheat, wherewithit fupplies thecity ofCopen- 
hagen, and all other parts of Denmark, where it 
is a rarity. The Hollanders buy yearly, and 
fhip off great quantities of corn from hence. This 

likewife is a Stifts Ampt, having feveral of the 

Idler iflands under its jurifdi&ion. The gover- 
nor of it is Mr. Geugh, who formerly had a pub- 

lic character, and refided a long time in England. 
Falstria, Langland, and Mune are fertile 

iflands: the two firfl: export yearly fome corn. 
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Arroe and Aliin abound in anife-feeds, which 
are much ufed to leafon their meat, and mix with 
their bread. Bornholm, Samfoe, with the other 
ifiands, nourifh cattle, and afford corn for theufe 
of the inhabitants. But Amack deffrves to be 
particularly remembered : this little illand joins 

dole to the city of Copenhagen, from which it is 
only leparated by a fmall arm of the lea, which is 
palled over by a draw-bridge, and exceeds in fruit- 

fiilnefs any fpot of ground in Denmark. This 
land was given many years ago to feveral families 
of North Hollanders, who were planted there to 
make butter and cheefe for the court; the defcen- 
dents of whom retain to this day the habit, lan- 
guage, and cullomsof their predeceffors, together 
with their cleanlinefs and induftry; neither will 
they mix with the Danes, but intermarry with 
each other. They had formerly extraordinary 

privileges granted to them, whereof fome continue 
to this time, but others are retrenched; and by 

degrees it is to be feared they will be treated like 
the other fubje&s. 

This illand of Amack, through the induftryof 
thefe laborious people, is as it were the kitchen- 

garden of Copenhagen, and fupplies its markets 
plentifully with all forts of roots and herbs; be- 
Udes butter, milk, great quantities of corn, and 
fome hay; whatever it produces being the bell in 
its kind that is to be found in the whole kingdom. 

Jutland, part oftheancient Cimbrica Cherfo- 
nefus, is the biggefl part of the kingdom of Den- 
mark, and may amount to about two thirds of the 

whole. It is divided into four Slifts Arapts, or 

£3 ^ 
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principal governments. The prefent governors 
are the count deFrize, the upper marefchal Speck- 
han, monfieur Edmund Scheie, now envoy extra- 

ordinary to his majefly from the king of Den- 
mark, etc. 

This is a plentiful country, abounding more 
efpecially in cattle: it wants good lea-ports towards 
the ocean; notwithstanding which the Hollanders 

tranlport yearly great quantities of lean cows and 
oxen from hence to their more fertile foil; where 

in a Ihort time they grow lb prodigtoufly far, 

through better feeding, in the rich grounds of 
Holland, that a rail profit is made by this traffic. 

The horles and (wine of this country are excel- 
lent, and in great numbers. It affords corn in 
fufficient quantity for the ufe of its own people. 

'The land is more fertile near the fea-coafls; the 

inland being full of heaths, lakes, and woods. In 

fhort, it is the bell country the king of Denmark 

is matter of, and appears to be leaft declining, 
becaufe moft remote from Copenhagen. Procul 

a Jove, Procul a Fulmine. It being oblerved, 
that in limited monarchies and commonwealths, 

a neighbourhood to the feat of the government is 
advantageous to the fubjedts, whiltt the diftant 

provinces are Jefs thriving, and more liable to op- 
preffion ; but in arbitrary and tyrannical kingdoms 

the quite contrary happens. 

CHAP. V. 

Of the ref of the king oflDlEiNM.A.R'L\ 

countries. 

THE dutchy of Slefwick is in general a very 
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good country; its convenient fituation between 
two Teas, the ocean and the Baltic, rendering it 
confidcrable for trade, although the natural coni' 
modities, fit for exportation, are in no great quan* 

tity. Some corn, cattle, horfes, and wood for 

firing, it affords to its neighbours, over and above 
a fufficient ftore of each for its own inhabitants. 
It is divided between the king and the Duke of 
Holftein. The principal town which gives name 
to the dutchy belongs to the Duke of Holfiein, 

who refides near it in his palace of Gottorp, one 
of the molt delicious feats that is to be feen in all 
the northern parts of Europe. Nothing can be 
more pleafimt and romantic than the fituation of 
this caftle. It Hands in an ifland, furrounded by 
a large lake made by the river Sley, whofe riling 

banks arc clothed with fine woods; the waters 
clear, and full of filh, carry veffels of fmall burden 
to and from the Baltic fea, into which it empties 
itfelf. The gardens are large, with great coft 
and art cut out of the declivity of a hill on the 
other fide the lake, and are as well difpofed and 
laid out with fountains, parterres, walks, and wa- 
ter-works, as many of the moft famous Villas in 
Italy. A noble large park, or rather forefi, full 

of deer, wild-boars, and all forts of game, joins 
clofe to this garden, cut through with pleafent 
walks and ridings. 

This refidence of the Duke of Holfiein fuffered 
much during the misfortunes ofits mafter; many 
of the improvements being not only fuffered to 
run to ruin and decay, but indufirioufly, and as 

fome fay, by order, pulled down and ddlroycd; 
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which atprc^nt, fince the re-dhibiiihjnenf of the 
Duke, are repairing and reftoring to their former 

(plendor. Among ieveral other things of value, 
none had better luck than an admirable library, 
being a choice eolleftion of books which many 

Dukes ofHolftein had of a long time been gather- 
ing; this efcaped, and in the year 1692 I faw it 
with the reil of the rarities of this place in a good 
condition, and tending to a better. 

Holstein is divided among feveral of the 
branches of that family, all whole defeendents 
call themfelves-dukes ofHoldein; and according 
to the German cuflom, as well younger brothers 

as elder, affume the title and quality of princes: 
only the chief and edated men of thefe feveral 

branches are didinguilhed by the additional title 

of the place of their refidence; as the duke of 
Holftein Ploen, Holflein Sunderburg, Holflein 
Norburg, etc. the Cadets of each contenting them- 
felves with the bare title of princes, till they come 

to be proprietors of land, whole denomination 
they may add to that of duke. But the king of 

Denmark, who is likewife duke of Holftein, and 
the duke of Holftein Gottorp, are poftelled of the 
greateft part of it, and both hold it as a lief of the 
empire. 

Here, as well as in Slefwick, the jurilUiftions 
and interefts of thcle two princes are very much 
intermixed; fo that the people fcarce know whole 
fubje&s to reckon themfelves, fmee they often 
fwear allegiance, and pay tribute to both. In 

fbme towns and balliages both the king and duke 
.deft the yearly magiftrates, and divide the reve- 
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nue; in others they do this by turns. So that 
upon any quarrel or difference between thefe two 
princes, the poor people are ftrangely divided, 
and in a molt miferable condition ; their inclina- 
tion leading them to the duke’s intereft, who, be- 
ing the weaker, finds his advantage to ufe them 
better; but their fear caufing them to appear for 

the king as the flronger, though more arbitrary. 

Th is country is very fruitful and pleafant; ex- 
cellently well feated for trade, lying between the 
two feas, and having the advantage of the neigh- 
bourhood of the river Elbe, and of Hamburg; 
which being a free city, and confequently a rich 
one, imparts a large fhare of its bleffings to the 
territories of thofe princes which lie any thing 
near it. This is apparent enough in the vifible 
profperity of fuch lands and people as are within 

a day’s journey or more of that city, above fuch 
as lie remote from its influence. The inhabitants 
of Holftein ufe to brag that it refembles England 

in its variety of hills, meadows, woods, rivers, 
and corn-fields; as alfo that we are beholden to 
them and their neigbourhood for our original; 
the people of thofe parts called Angles having 
planted, and at the fame time given the name of 
Anglia to our ifland. 

The Danes,When they travel abroad, choofe 
to call themfelves Holfleiners ; thinking it more 

honourable to be born within the confines of the 
empire, than otherwife. 

Stormar and Ditmarfh lie the nearefl to the 
river Elbe, and are for the moft part low and rich 

countries, the fojl being fat, and in moft places 
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relembling Holland, as well in its fertility as man- 
ner of improvement. Thefe countries enjoy alfo 
the benefit of having Hamburg and the river near 

them, with the additional advantage of the ocean; 
though it lometimes proves too troublefbme a 

neighbour, and overflows great part of the lower 
grounds, notwithftanding the banks and digues 
that are railed to keep it out. 

It is to be noted, as a great natural defeft, that 
the king of Denmark has not in all his dominions 
one navigable river for veflels of any confiderable 

burden (for I do not count the river Eyder as 
fuch) unlefs we reckon the Elbe, which is rather 

to be efteemed one of the confines and boundaries 

of his territories, than any way belonging to him; 
yet he has often, and does even to this day, en- 

deavour to (et up and eftablifh a toll at Glucftadt; 
being not without hopes, that taking the advan- 
tage of the neceflity of the empire, during this ex- 
penfive war, he may engage it to confent to this 

toll againft all other confiderations : but the neigh- 
bouring princes, the F.nglifh and Dutch, and a- 
bove all the city of Hamburg, will hardly be 
brought over to comply with an innovation fb 
prejudicial to their trade and interefts. 

Oldenburg for the moft part is a flat marifli 

country, much expofed to the inundations of the 
ocean ; the banks, which fhould keep it in its due 
bounds, not being maintained in good repair. It 
abounds in cattle, and has a good breed of horfes, 
which are much fought after for coaches, by rea- 
fbn of their colour, which is a yellowifh cream 
colour. They are generally wall-eyed, and ten- 
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der hoofed, not able to laft long, or endure hard 
labour. The town of Oldenburg is but a very 

indifferent one, and its caflle much out of repair. 
Upon the dea’h of the late prince Anthony, this 
county came to be annexed to the crown of Den- 
mark. 

Del menu or st is a more rifing ground, and 
pretty well wooded. Both thele lie together, and 
the inhabitants are ufed the more gently, by rea- 
fon of their diftance from his other territories. 

Of Norway little can befaid, but that it is di- 
vided into two great provinces, the Southern and 

Northern; whereof one fmall county, called 

Yempterland, formerly belonging to the king of 

Denmark, is now in the polfdfion of the Swedes. 
His high excellency Guldenlieu (which is the title 

ufuallygiven him, by the Danes) is Vice -Roy,or 
as they call him, Stadtholder of the whole. It 
is fubdivided into four Stifts Ampts, or principal 

governments; viz. Dronthem, Bergen, Chrifti- 
ania, and Larwick. The governors are young 

Guldenlieu, natural fon to the prefent king, and 
monfieur Stocfleet, late envoy extraordinary from 
Denmark to Sweden, etc. It is a very barren 
country, affording neither corn nor cattle fuffici- 

ent for the fubMence of its inhabitants, although 
they be not numerous in proportion to its vaft ex- 
tent. There are filver mines in it, but whether the 
working of them turns to account is a queflion. 
The commodities which it yields fit for exporta- 
tion arc timber* of all kinds, efpecially fir, ftock- 
filh, malls for fhips, and iron; of thele it has a 

• The exportation of oak timber is forbidden. 
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tolerable flore; mo ft of which the English and 
Dutch purchafe yearly with ready mony: and 
herein Norway exceeds the other dominions of 

the king of Denmark, that it affords commodities 
for exportation, which none of the reft do in any 
quantity. The Inhabitants are a hardy, labori- 

ous, and honeft fort of people; they are efteemed 

by others, and efteem themfolves much fuperior to 

the Danes, whom they call upbraidingly Jutes. 

y Ise land and Feroe are miferable iftands in the 

north ocean. Corn will fcarce grow in either of 
them, but they have good ftocks of cattle. No 

trade is permitted them but with the Danes. The 
inhabitants are great players at Chefs. It were 
worth fome curious man’s enquiry how foch a ftu- 
dious and difficult game fhould get thus far north* 
ward, and become fo generally ufed. 

The king of Denmark’s factories in the Eaft 

and Weft Indies, and in Guinea, are efteemed of 
very little worth and confideration; yet I have 
feen feveral Eaft-India fhips return home to Copen- 

hagen well laden with the merchandife of thofe 
countries'; and there is an Eaft-India company late- 
ly fot up, whereof moft of the men of quality are 

members and adventurers: but whether the lading 

of thofe fhips I mentioned were the lawful pro- 

du<ft of trade, or acquired by other means, will in 

time be worth the inquiry of tliofe kingdoms and 
ftates whole intereft it is to preferve in the Indi- 
ans and Perfians a good opinion of the honefty 

and fair dealing of the Europeans. 
And thus I have laid as much as I think requi- 

fite touching the fituation, extent, and qualities 

of 
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of the lands and dominions belonging to the king 
of Denmark ; which amounts in general to this, 
that they are very large, disjoined, and intermixt, 
producing but a moderate plenty of necelTaries 
for the inhabitants, but few commodities for the 
merchant, and no manufactures, if wc except a 
little iron. Whether thele defects, in countries 
well fituated and indifferent fertile, be altogether 
natural, or partly accidental, will better appear 

when I treat of the form of the government, ahd 
the prefent condition, cuftoms, and manners of 

the natives: but becaule thele lalt do in a manner 

depend upon, and are influenced by the former,! 

(hall chule to begin with it. 

CHAP. VI. 

Of their form of government. 

THE ancient form of government here was 
tire fame which the Goths and Vandals eflublifh- 
ed in moft, if not all, parts of Europe whither 
they carried their conqucfts, and which in Eng- 
land is retained to this day for the moft part*. 
It is faid of the Romans, that thole provinces 
which they conquered were amply recompenfed 
for the lofs of their liberty, by being reduced from 
their barbarity to civility, by the introduction of 

* Furono 'veramente tutti i re da principio eapi e non re, di repu- 
blicbee non di regni : ma pci il lung ufo b a fat to che i popoli Ji fioano 
dtfpojhy e avexxati all' babito deli inttera ubbidienzoa j come opun- 
te Jude dffuefarfi una plana, e un corpo bumano, a •vivere in terreno 
e fotto chma diver Jo dal Juo naturale. Card, Bentivogiifo, Ktla- 
tione de!le Provincie Unite di Fiandra. lib, HI. 

F 
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arts, learning, commerce, and politenefs. I know 

not whether this manner of arguing hath not 
more of pomp than truth in it; but with much 
greater reafon may it be faid, that all Europe was 
beholden to thele people for introducing or reflor- 

ing a conflitution of government far excelling all 
others that we know of in the world. It is to 

the ancient inhabitants of thefe countries, with o- 

ther neighbouring provinces, that we owe the 
original of parliaments, formerly fo common, but 

loA within this lafl age in all kingdoms but thole 
of Poland, Great-Britain, and Ireland. 

Denmark therefore was, till within thele two 

and thirty years, governed by a king chofen by 
the people of all forts: even the boors had their 
voices, which king Waldemar the third acknow- 
leged in that memorable anfwer of his to the pope’s 

nuncio, who pretended to a great power over 

him: Naturam habemns a Deo, regnum a fubdi- 
tis, divitias a parentibus, religionem a Romana 
ecclejia; qnam Ji noth hivides, renurtciamus per 
praefentes. The cflates of the realm, being con- 
vened to that intent, were to elect for their prince 

fuch a perfon as to them appeared perfonable, va- 
liant, juft, merciful, affable, a maintainer of the 

laws, a lover of the people, prudent, and adorn- 
ed with all other virtues fit for government, and 
requifite for the great trull repofed in him; yet 
with due regard had to the family of the preced- 

ing kings- If within that line they found a per- 
fon thus qualified, or efteemed to be fo, they 
thought it but apiece ofjull gratitude to prefer 

him before any other to this high dignity ; and 
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Were pleafed when they had reafon to chute the 
eldeft ion of their former king, rather than any of 
the younger, as well becaute they had regard to 
priority ofbirth, when all other virtues were e- 

qual, as becaute the greatneis of his paternal e- 
flate might put him above the reach of tempta- 

tions to be covetous or diihoneft, and inable him 
in ibme degree to fupport the dignity ofhis office. 
But if after fuch a choice they found themtelves 
miftaken, and that they had advanced a cruel, 
vitious, tyrannical, covetous, or wafteful perfon, 

they frequently depotedhim, oftentimes baniffied, 
fometimes deftroyed him ; and this either formal- 
ly, by making him anfwer before the repretenta- 

tive body of the people; or if by ill practices, fuch 
as making of parties, levying of foldiers, contract- 
ing of alliances to fupport himtelf in oppofition 

to the people’s rights, he was grown too powerful 
to be legally contended with, they difpatched him, 
without any more ceremony, the belt way they 

could, and elefted pretently a better man in his 

room; fometimes the next of kin to him, fome- 
times the valiant man that had expoted himtelf 
fo far as to undertake the expulfion or the killing 

of the tyrant; at other times a private perlbn of 
a good reputation, who poffibly leaft dreamt of 
fuch an advancement. 

Frequent meetings of the eteates was a part 

of the very fundamental conftitution. In thote 
meetings all matters relating to good government 

were trailfafted ; good laws were enacted ; all af- 
fairs belonging to peace or war, alliances, dil'polal 
of great offices, contracts of marriages for the royal 

F 2 
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family, etc. were debated. The impofing of 

taxes, or demanding of benevolences, was purely 

accidental ; no conftant tribute being ever paid, 

nor any mony levied on the people, unlefs either 

to maintain a neceflary war, with the advice and 
confent of the nation, or now and then by way 

of free gift, to help to raile a daughter’s portion ; 
the king’s ordinary revenue at that time confiding 
only in the rents of his lands and demefiies, in 
his herds of cattle, forefts, lervices of tenants in 
manuring and cultivating his grounds, etc. cu- 
floms upon merchandife being an impofition of 

late crept into this part of the world: lb that he 
lived, like one of our modern noblemen, upon 
the revenues of his owneftate, and eat not through 
the fweatof his fubjefls brows. 

His bufinefs was to lee a due and impartial ad- 
miniflration of judice executed according to the 

laws ; nay, often to fit and do it himlelf; to be 
watchful and vigilant for the welfare of his people; 
to command in perfon their armies in time of 
war; to encourage indudry, religion, arts and 
learning; and it was his intered, as well as duty, 
to keep fair with his nobility and gentry, and to 
be careful of the plenty and prolperity of his 
commons. 

Thu was the antient form of government in 
this kingdom, which continued with very little 
variation (excepting that the power of the nobles 

increaled too much) till about two and thirty 

years ago, when, at one indant, the whole face of 
affairs was changed: lb that the kings have ever 

fnice beep, and at prefen t are, abiblute and arbi- 
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trary, not the leaft remnant ofliberty remaining 
to the fubjeft; all meetings of the eftates in par- 
liament intirely abolifhed; nay, the very name 
of efhites and liberty quite forgotten, as if there ne- 
ver had been any fuch thing; the very firfl: and 

principal article in the prefent Danifh law being, 

“ that the king has the privilege relerved to him- 
felf to explain the law, nay, to alter and change 

“ it as he fhall find good.” 
It is eafy for any cohfidering perfon to guefs 

the confequences of this, which are frequent and 
arbitrary taxes, and commonly very exceflive 
ones, even in times of peace, little regard being 

had to the occafion of them ; fb that the value of 
efiates, in moft parts of the kingdom, is fallen 
three fourths. And it is worle near the capital 
city, under the eye and hand of the government, 
than in remoter provinces: poverty in the gentry, 
which neceflarily caufes extremity of mifery in 
the pcafants; partiality in the difhibution of ju- 

fHce when favourites are concerned; with many 
other mifehiefs which (hall be hereafter more par- 
ticularly mentioned; being the conftant effects of 
arbitrary rule in this and all other countries where* 
in it has prevailed. 

Axd becau(e it is aflonifiling to confider how 
a free and rich people (for fo they were formerly) 
(hould be perfuaded intirely to part with their li- 

berties, I thought it very proper to give an ac- 
count by what (teps fo great a change and revolu- 
tion was brought about: the particulars of which 

I have received not only fi om eye-witneifes, but 

F 3 
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alfo from Tome of the principal promoters and a- 

£tors in it. 

CHAP. VII. 

*J~’he manner how the kingdom of "D K N~ 

MAR K became hereditary and abfolute. 

AFTER the conclufion of the peace between 

the two northern crowns, Anno x 660, fome con- 
fiderable care and time was neceflary to red rets 

the diforders occafioned by fo terrible a war. Den- 
mark had been moft violently thaken; and al- 
though the fury of the tempeft was over, the a- 
gitation caufed by it dill continued. The army 
was not yet difhanded, nor could be for want of 
money to difeharge its arrears. This canted fre- 
quent infblences in the foldiers, with a further 
oppretlien of the burghers and poor country peo- 

ple, who had been in a manner already ruined by 
the miferies attending the war. The nobility, 
though lords and mailers, were full of ditcontents, 
and the clergy not in the condition they withed'. 

To redrefs all which grievances, and reduce af- 
fairs into tome order, by procuring money for the 
payment and difbanding of the army, the king 

thought fit to appoint a meeting of the three e- 

flates at Copenhagen, viz. the nobility, common- 

alty, and clergy j which accordingly followed a- 
bout the beginning of October that year. After 

fome few days fetfion (during which the nobility, 
according to their ufoal practice, debated how the 
fums of money rcquitlt^ might, with greatdt cate 
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and conveniency, be levied upon the commons, 
without the leaftintention ofbcaringanypi'oportio* 
able fhare themfelves) fcveral difputes arofe, and 
many (harp expreffions paiTed between them and 
the commons. On the one hand, the nobility 
were for maintaining their ancient prerogative of 

paying nothing by way of tax, but only by volun- 
tary contribution; and (hewed themfelves too 
Riff at a time when the country was exhaufted, 
and moft of the remaining riches lodged in their 
hands: they feemed to make ufe of this occafion, 

not only to vindicate, but even to widen and en- 
large their privileges above the other two cilates, 

by laying impofitions on them at pleafure, which 
weight they thcmfelves would not touch with one 
of their fingers, any farther than as they thought 
fitting. On the other hand, the clergy, for their 
late adherence to the intcreft of their country, and 
the burghers, for their vigorous defence of the city, 
thought they might juftly pretend to new merir, 

and be confidered at leaf! as good liibjects in a 
Rate, which they themfelves had fb valiantly de- 
fended. They remembered the great promifcs 
made them when dangerous enterprifes were to 

be taken in hand, and how fuccefsfully they had 
executed them; thereby faving, from a foreign 
yoke, not only the city of Copenhagen, but the 
whole kingdom, the royal family, nay, thole very 

nobles that now dealt fo hardly with them. They 
judged it therefore reafbnable, that the firms of 
money neceffary fhould be levied proportionably; 
and that the nobility, who enjoyed all the lands, 
fliouii at kail pay their (hare of the taxes, fince 
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they had futTered left in the common calamity, as 
well as done left to prevent the progreft of it. 

This manner of arguing was very difpleafmg 

to the nobles, and begat much heat and many 
bitter replies on both fides: at length a principal 

ftnator, called Otto Craeg, flood up, and, in great 
anger, told the prefident of the city, that the com- 

mons neither underflood nor confidered the pri- 

vileges of the nobility, who at all times had been 

exempted from taxes; nor the true condition of 
themftlves, who v/ere no other than flaves [the 

word in the Danifh is unfree] ; fo that their bcft 
w ay was to keep within their own bounds, and 

acquiefce in fuch mcafures as ancient practice had 
warranted, and which they were refolved to main- 
tain. This word flaves put all the burghers and 
clergy in diforder, caufing a loud murmur in the 

hall; which Nanfon, the prefident of the city of 
Copenhagen, and fpeaker of the houfe of com- 

mons, prcceiving, and linding a fitoccafion of put- 

ting in practice a deCgn before concerted (though 
but weakly) between him and the bilhop, in great 
choler rofe out of his feat, and fwore an oath, 
“ that the commons were no flaves, nor would 

from thenceforth be called lb by the nobility, 
which they fhould foon prove to their colh” 

and thereupon breaking up the aflembly in dif- 
order, and departing out of the hall, was follow'- 

ed by all the clergy and burghers. The nobles 

being left alone to confult among themfelves at 
their leifure, after a little while adjourned to a pri- 
vate houfe near the court. In the mean time the 

commons, being provoked to the highefl degree, 



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 37 

and refolving to put their threats in execution, 
marched proceffionally by couples, a clergyman 
and a commoner, from the great hall, or parlia- 
ment houfe, to the Brevvers-Hall, which was the 

convenientefl place they could pitch upon to fit a- 
part from the nobles, the bilhop of Copenhagen 
and the prefident of the city leading them. It 
was there thought necelfary to confider fpeedily of 
the moft effectual means to fupprels the intolerable 
pride of the nobility, and how to mend their own 
condition. After many debates they concluded, 
that they ftiould immediately wait upon the king, 

and offer him their votes and affiflance to be abfo- 
lute monarch of the realm, as alfo that the crown 
fhould delcend by inheritance to his family, which 
hitherto had gone by ele&ion. They promifed 
themfelves the king would have fo great obliga- 
tions to them for this piece of fervice, that he 
would grant and confirm fuch privileges as fhould 

put them above the degree of Haves. They knew 

he had hitherto been curbed by the nobility in a 
great meafure; and now faw their own force, be- 
ing able (fince they had arms in their hands, and 
the concurrence of the foldiers) to perform what 

they undertook. At the worft, they fuppofed they 

fhould only change many mailers for one, and 
could better bear hardfhips from aking than from 
inferior perfons. Or if their cafe were not bet- 

tered, at leafl they thought it forae comfort to 
have more company in it; befides the fatisfacfion 
of revenge on thofe that had hitherto not only 

ufed them ill, but infulted over them fo lately, 

They knew the king, andhadfeen him bear with 
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an admirable patience and conftancy all his cala- 

mities ; were- perfuaded that he was a valiant 
prince, who had often expoled his perfon for 
the fake of the public, and therefore thought they 

could never do enough to (hew their gratitude; 
which is the ufual temper of the people upon any 
benefit received from their prince. 

Scarce was this propoled but it was agreed to; 
and nothing but the unfeafonablenefs of the time 
(it being now near night) deferred the immediate 

execution of it; but all the necefiary mealures 
were taken againft next morning. The clergy 

had a further drift in this change of government; 

for having been hitherto kept ur)der by the nobi- 
lity, they forecafted to have no other fuperior but 

the king, whole new authority they engaged to 
maintain by the influence they had on the con- 

fidences of the people; expe&ing with reafbn the 

like favour and protection from the king, toge- 
ther with an increale of their power, fince he was 
in a great meafure obliged to them for his own; 
and the benefits were likely to be mutual for the 

future, the one having the force, the other the tie 

of religion in their poflelfion. Which contract 
fubfifts to this very day, to the great advantage of 

both fides. 
The court all this while was not Ignorant of 

what pa/Ted; there wanted no Ipies nor mefien- 
gers to give notice of the dilcontents of the com- 
mons. Hannibal Seeftede, a cunning man, was 
piime minifter; and the bilhoporluperintendent 

Swan, with Nanlbn the Ipeaker of the houle of 
commons, were his creatures. Thele had for- 
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merly in iecrct laid with him the deiign, which 

was now upon the point of dilclofing; though 

their hopes were hardly railed fo high, as topro- 
mife themfclves fuch mighty fuccefs. The whole 
night paffed in brigues and mellages; the com- 

mons anger was to be kept up to the requifite 
height, and the refolution they had taken the 
night before not to be fuffered to cool, but per- 
fifted in betimes next morning. The queen, a 
woman of intrigue and high fpirit, wrought flrong- 
ly in it by all manner of ways; whillt the king, 

either through doubt of the event, or fenle of the 
dilhonefty and crime of the action, in procuring, 

after fuch a manner, the abfolute dominion of a 
free country, could hardly be brought to comply 
with it. He declared that indeed he Ihould be 
pleafed the fovereignty were entailed on his fami- 

ly, provided it were done by univerfal confent; 

but to become abfolate and arbitrary, was neither 
his defire, nor did he think it for the benefit of 

the kingdom; that he was fatisfied he Ihould not 
make ill ufe of fuch an unlimited authority, but 
no-body knew what fuccellbrs he might have; 

that it was therefore dangerous both for them to 
give, and for him to receive, fuch a power as 
might be abufed in future times to the utter ruin 
of the nation. But thefe reflections, whether they 
were real, or only pretences, whether caufed by 
the piety or weaknefs of the king, were foon o- 
ver-ruled by the more ambitious and mafeuline 
fpirit of the queen, who defired him to fit Hill, 
and fee how (he and her emiflaries would work 

for him; told him, that the plot was well laid, 
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and had begun to operate profperoufly; that he 

mufl: not obftruft his own and his family’s good 
fortune; and, in fine, fo far prevailed on him, 

that he Itemed with fear to conftnt to, and permit 
that which moft think he very much dcfired: hav- 

ing however, by this Ihew of"unwillingnefs, left 
open to himlelf a door of reconciliation with his 
people in cafe the bufinefs did not fucceed. 

All this while the nobles either had none, or 

but fmall, intimation of the defigns of the com- 

mons; they had been ufed fo long to flight and 
tyrannize over them, that they were not now fen- 

fible of any impending danger from thence, con- 
temning their threats as well as their perfons, and 

imagining they would have repented next day, 

and complied with all that (hould be demanded 

of them: but the plot was deeper laid than they 
fnppofed ; for not only the prime minifter, but 

fame other members of their own body, who had 
employments depending on the court, were en- 

gaged in it. This inadvertency, with the want of 
requifite courage upon occafion, brought upon 

them the mifehief on a fudden ; lb that except two 
or three, who were more than ordinary doubtful 

of what might happen, and dipt out of town that 
night, the reft were altogether fearlefs of danger, 

till the very inftant that the evil was remedilefs. 
Schack, the governor of the town, had been 

gained by the court to favour the defign, which 

he performed effeftually, though not with fo fer- 
vile an intention as others; for -when the king, 

upon the firft news of the refolution of the com- 
mons, did often openly promile that he would in 

gratitude 
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gratitude and recompenfe declare them all free as 

foon as it lay in his power, by the gift they were 
about to make him; and the people were willing 
to trufl the king’s goodnefs, and to depend on the 
performance of this promife, encouraged there- 
unto by the clergy, who alleged it a thing unbe- 
feeming and di(honourable to require any other 

fccurity from the king than his bare word ; yet 

Schack urged vehemently that the commons 
fhould infill: to have this promile under the king’s 
hand, and make themlelves fure of the reward 

for lb confiderable a prelent as they were going to 

make, whilft they had lb fair an opportunity in 
their hands. But all his infiances were in vain ; 
they were in the giving humour, and relblved to 

do it generoufly, trufting the king for the perfor- 
mance of his word: a thing which they have fines 
often, though too late, repented of. 

Next morning the nobles met in the council* 
houle, and the other two efiates in the Brewers- 
Hall. The refolution of the commons could not 
be kept fo lecret, but by this time lome warm ru- 
mours of it had reached the nobility; but fcarce 
had they leifure to confider what was fittefi to be 
done on that occafion, when they were informed 
that the commons were marching towards them: 
for the biflrop and the prefident had lb well per- 

formed their parts, and urged the necelfity of 
Ipeedily executing what had been refolved the 
day before, that all time was judged loft which 
was not employed in putting it in pra&ice : they 
immediately agreed to go to the council houle* 
and there propound to the nobility their defign, 

G 
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ddirtng their concurrence in fuch a nece/Tary 

work for the welfare of the kingdom. They 
marched through the ftreets with great gravity 

and filence, by couples, as before; whilft the mob, 

by repeated fhouts, applauded what they were go- 
ing to do. And thus they came to the houle 

where the nobles were afTembled, who had fcarce 
warning fufficient to receive them. 

The prefident Nanfonmade a fhort harangue, 
fetting forth that they had confidered the Rate of 
the nation, and that they found the only remedy, 

for the many diforders which afHi£fed it, was to 
make the crown hereditary, and to give more 
power to the king than hitherto he had enjoyed ; 
that this refolution w’as already taken by the com- 
mons and clergy, in which if the nobility fhould 

think fitting to concur, they were ready to accom- 
pany them to the king, and make him a tender 

of an hereditary and fovereign dominion ; if not, 
that they -were going themfelves, and the matter 

fhould be done without them: that a fpeedy refb- 

lution was neceflary, for they had already fent 

word to the court of their coming, and his majefty 

expefted them in the hall of his palace: therefore 

defired to be informed in few words what they re- 
folved to do. 

Tuf. fuddennefs of fuch a propofition, and 
brifknefs in the manner of its delivery, caufed a 

general aftoniihment in the nobles. One might 

have feen thole, who but the day before carried it 

fb proudly, in an inftant fall to an exccfs of com- 
placency, and betray their fear by their fpeeches 

and countenances, as they formerly had done 
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their arrognnce. The mifchief no (boner appear- 
ed to them, but they law it was unavoidable; 
there was no leifure allowed them to confult; and 
to deny their compliance, or even to delay it, was 

dangerous. To give up at once their beloved 
power, and fubmit their necks to a heavy yoke, 
was an intolerable grievance: but they law they 
were no longer the mafters; the commons were 
armed, the army and clergy againft them; and 
they found now too late, that that, which the day 

before they had confidered only as the effort of 
an unconftant giddy multitude, was guided by 
vvifer heads, and fupported by encouragements 
from court; nay poffibly by lome of their own 
body; they fufpefted each other, and no man 
knew whether his next neighbour was not in tf e 

plot again!! the public liberty. It is ealy to ima- 
gine what diltrafled thoughts afflitted them on a 

ludden ; they were altogether unprepared for fuch 
a difmal flroke : but lome anfwer mull be given, 

and that fpeedly. Such a one as they had a mind 
to give, they durft not; for they were aflembled 

in a fortified town, remote from their leveral 
countries and interefls (where they had governed 
like lb many princes,) in the power of thole who 
could, and certainly would, be revenged in cafe 

they proved refraftory. The beft way therefore 
was, to leem to approve of what they could not 
hinder. They anfwer, that the propofition made 
to them by the commons was not difpleafmg, but 
the manner of it wanted the requifite formalities; 
that previous deliberation was necelfary to an af- 

fair of fo great moment; that they could not but 

G 2 
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take it ill, a refolution of Rich confequenee fhoukl 
be concluded on by the commons without the leaf! 
acquainting of the nobility with it, who were the 
chief eftate of the realm: that they alfo afpired to 
the honour of bearing their part in bellowing fuch 
a material gift on the king and his poflerity, but 
delired that the matter might be proceeded on 

'with that gravity, and fblemnity, which the nature 
of it required: that it w^as not lit fuch a weighty 

tranlaflion fhould have the appearance of a tumult, 
and leem forced rather than a free choice. The 
conclufion of all was, that they hoped the com- 
mons would a little defer the putting in execution 
their delign; and in the mean time confult with 
them, till the affair were done orderly, and with 
unanimous approbation, as well as to mutual 

advantage. 

Tins was with great vehemency by the prefi- 
dent denied. He replied, thele were Ihifts only 

to gain time, that the nobles might be in a con- 

dition to frullrate the intention of the commons; 
that the point was already agreed; and the relb- 

lution taken; that they came not thither to con- 
fider, but to aft; if the nobles would join with 
them, they were ready; if not, they would do 
what was to be done alone; and doubted not but 

his majefly would make his ule ofit. 

During thele dilputes the nobility had privily 

fent lome of their body to court to acquaint the 
king, that the commons were now at their houfe, 
and had made them Ridden propolals, out of form, 
but Rich as they Ihould rather concur with, than 

be averfe to; that they were ready to join with 
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them in offering an hereditary crown to,his ma- 

jedy, and the h^irs males of his family for ever; 
which they hoped his majefly would accept in 

good part: but defired to proceed in the ufual me- 

thods, which fuch weighty affairs merited, viz. by 

conferences and deliberations, that it might ap- 
pear rather an effect of their juft fentiments of his 
majefty’s valour and conduct, than thefuddeu mo- 
tions of a tumultuous affembly. 

The king, with a great deal of mildnefs, as if 
he had been wholly unconcerned and paflive in 
the cale, replied; that he was obliged to them 

for their defigns in favour of him, and the royal 

family; that he hoped what they were about would 
tend to the benefit of the nation; but that a 
crown intailed only on the heirs males could not 
be fo acceptable to him, as if it were given with- 
out that limitation; that the government of fe- 
males had neither been a new thing at home, nor 

unprofperous in neighbouring countries: that 
they might confider of it, and fmce it was their 
gift, he would not preferibe; but it could not be 

accepted by him unlefs it were more general. 
In the mean time the commons grew impa- 

tient, the anfwer given them was not fatisfaftory, 

and the nobles had not yet refelved on an entire 
compliance, nor were ready to accompany them, 

becaufe they had not yet an account of the fuccefe 
of their members fent to found the mind of the 
court. The clergy and burghers therefore, led 

on by their bifhop and prefident, proceed without 
them to the palace, and were met by the prime 
minifter, and conducted by him to the hail of au- 
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dience, whither after fbme fhort time the king 
came to them. The bifhop makes a long fpeech, 
fetting forth the praifes of his majefly, and the 
caufe of their waiting on him; concluding with 

an offer, in the name of themlelves, the two moll 
numerous, and, if he pleafed, moff powerful eflates, 

of an hereditary and abfblute dominion; toge- 
ther with the affiflance of their hands and purfes, 

in cafe any body {heuld go about to obflrufr fo 
neceflary and laudable a defign for the good of 
the country. The king told them in fhort, thst 
he thanked them; and in cafe an univerfal con- 
lent effabliihed this good defire of theirs, he would 

accept the prefent they made him; but that the 
concurrence of the nobles was neceflary; which 

he doubted not ofin theleaft, when they had time 
to make the offer with the neceflary formalities: 
that he afliired the commons of his royal prote- 

ftion, and fliould not be unmindful of their kind- 

nefs, by eafing them of their grievances, and by 
encouraging fubje&s who had behaved themfelves 

{6 valiantly, and deferved fo well from him: con- 

cluding with his advice to them, to continue their 
feflion till fuch time as matters were brought to 
perfeftion, and he could receive their gift with 

the folemnity that was fitting: and thereupon 
difmifled them. 

But the nobles were all this while in a griev- 

ous diftra&ion : they law the commons were gone 
to the king without them: their meflengers 
brought news back that their propofltion of in- 

tailing the crown on the heirs males was not plea- 

fing, becaufe a greater advantage was in profpett; 
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that this offer was looked upon to proceed from 

perfons that would not have bellowed any thing, 
if they could have helped it; that it was thought 
they pretended to merit in giving only a part, 

when it was not in their power to hinder the tak- 
ing the whole. In this irrefolution they broke up; 
and fince they -were to meet again at noon upon 

another fblemn occafion, they refolved at that time 
to confider how to proceed in an affair lb delicate. 

Monsieur Scheie a lenator, and principal man 
of the country, was that afternoon to be buried in 
great pomp; his body had lain lome months in 
Hate, and according to the cuflom, was to be ac- 
companied to its interment by all the nobility 
then in town. This being a parliament time 
was chofen for the ceremony, becaule the nobles 
were all together; and a magnificent dinner was 

prepared, as is ufual on the like occafions. In 
the height of their entertainment an officer comes 
into the room, and whifpers fome of the princi- 

pal men, that the city gates were fliut, and the 
keys carried to court: for the king having been 
informed by the governor, that two or three had 
privily flipt out of town the night before, and be- 
ing refolved that no more fiiould efcape out of 
the net, till he had done his bufmefs, had ordered 
the governor that morning to lock the gates, and 

to let no perfon in or out without fpecial order. 

The governor lent one Bill, the town major, to 
put this in execution; who, as foon as he had 
done it, came to the houfe where they were met, 
and fat down at table among the fenators. This 

diiinai news of the officer was prefently whifper* 
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ed round the company; who immediately appli- 

ed themfelves to him to know what the meaning 

was of Rich an unufual proceeding at the time of 
a general convention: they afked him what de- 
fiiny was appointed them, whether they were 

there to be mafiacred, or what elfe was to be 

done with them ? The town major calmly anfwer- 

ed, that he believed there was no danger towards 

them ; that fuch violent meafures would not be 
taken by fo gracious a king; though he had in- 

deed given the orders himfelf for the /hutting the 
gates; and that no-body -was to flir out of town 
without leave; but that this needed not difhirb or 

hinder them from finifiling the work of the day, 

and purfuing the public, as well as their private 
occafions. There wanted no more than thiscon- 

firmation from the officer, to overthrow all the 
refblution and confultations of the nobles; the 
dread of lofing their lives took away all thoughts 
of their liberty. They immediately difpatched 
meffengcrs both to the court and the commons, to 

give notice of their difpofition to comply with 
what was formerly propofed ; afluring them like- 
wife, that they were ready to agree to all that 

fliould be afked of them. 
Bur the king, who had begun and played his 

game fb well hitherto, determined to purfue it to 
the utmoft, and would not luffer the gates to be 
opened, till the whole ceremony of the inaugura- 

tion was concluded, and the homage done in due 
form; and therefore ordered they ihould flay, till 
in the face of the people, and the army, they had 

fwom fealty, and divefled themfelves of all right. 
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as well as power, to caule any difturbance or al- 

teration for the future. 
Three days time was requifite to prepare mat- 

ters for that fatal hour, wherein they were to 

make a formal furrender oftheir liberty; the fcaf- 
folds were railed in the place before the callle, 

and adorned with tapeliry; orders were given 
for the loldier)7 and burghers to appear in arms 
under their refpeflive officers: and when all things 
were ready, on the 27th of Oftober 1660, in the 
morning, the king, queen, and royal family, 
mounted on a theatre erefted for that purpole, 
and being placed in chairs of date under canopies 
of velvet, received publicly the homage of all the 

lenators, nobility, clergy, and commons; which 
was performed kneeling. The oath, which they 

were obliged to take, was in thele words 

I A. B. do promife, and declare, that 1 ■willbe 

true and faithful to your majefly, as my moft gra- 
cious king and lord, as alfo to your royal family ; 

that I •will endeavour and promote your majefly's 
interefl in all things, and to the befl of my power 

defend you from all danger and harm; and that 
I will faithfully ferve your majefly as a man of 
honour and an hereditary fubjetl ought to do. So 
help me God, etc. 

This oath they were all obliged to pronounce 
aloud, and lome men of quality that were fxck, or 
pretended to be lb, were brought in chairs; a- 
mong others one Gersdorf, a principal fenator, 
who was the only man that opened his mouth in 

the behalf of their expiring liberties, laying, that 
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he hoped, and trufted, that his majefty defigned 
nothing but the good of his people; and not to 
govern them after the Turkilh manner; but wifli- 
ed his majefty’s fuccelfors might follow the exam- 

ple, which his majefty would undoubtedly let 

them, and make ule of that unlimited power, for 
the good, and not the harm, of his fubjefts. Not 

one of the reft Ipoke a word, or leemed to mur- 

mur in the leaft at what was done; and it is ob- 
fervable, that among lb many great men, who a 

few days before leemed to have fpirits fuitable to 

their birth and qualities, none had the courage 
during thofe three laft days, either by remon- 
ftrance, or any other way, to oppofe in any man- 
ner what was doing. And I have heard very in- 
telligent perfons, who were at that time near the 

king, affirm, that had the nobles (hewed ever fo 
little courage in aflerting their privileges, the king 
would not have purlued his point fo far as to de- 
fire an arbitrary dominion: for he was in con- 
tinual doubt and dread of the event, and began 

to waver very much in his refolutions; lb that 
their liberties leem purely loft for want of Ibme 

to appear for them. 
From the theatre, thole that had done homage 

went to the council-houle; where the nobles were 
called over by name, and ordered to lubfcribe 

the above-mcntiqned declaration; which they 
all did. 

Thus this great affair was finiffied, and the 
kingdom of Denmark in four days time changed, 

from an eftate little differing from Ariftocracy, to 

as abfolute a monarchy as any is at prelent in the 
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world. The commons have fince experienced, 
that the little finger of an abfolute prince can be 
heavier than the loins of many nobles: the only 

comfort they have left them being to fee their 
former oppreflbrs in almoft as miferable a con- 
dition as themfelves; whilft all the citizens of Co- 

penhagen have by it obtained the infignificant pri* 
vilege of wearing fwords: So that at this day 

not a cobier or barber ffirs abroad without a fil- 
ter at his fide, let his purfe be never fo empty. 
The cl erg}7, who always make fure bargains, were 
the only gainers in this point; and are ftill much 
encouraged by the court, as the infiruments that 
firft promoted, and now keep the people in a due 

temper of fiavery; the paflive obedience principle 
riding triumphant in this unhappy kingdom. 

It was but jufiice, that the court fhould pay 
well the principal contrivers of this great revolu- 
tion ; and therefore notwithflanding the general 

want of money, Hannibal Seefiede had a prefent 

of 200000 crowns: Swan the fuperintendent, or 
bifhop, was made archbifhop, and had 30000 
crowns: the prefident or fpeaker Nanfon 20000 
crowns. And to the people remained the glory 
of having forged their own chains, and the advan- 
tage of obeying without referve: a happinels 
which I fuppofe no Englilhman will ever envy 

them. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

*T'he Condition, Cufloms, and ‘Temper of the 

People. 

ALL tlielc do fo neceiTarily depend Upon, and 
are infTuenced by, the nature and change of go- 
vernment, that it is eafily imagined, the prefent 

condition of thefe people of all ranks muft be 

moft deplorable; at leaf! it appears fb to an En- 
glilhman, who (ees it, poffibly more than to them 
that faffer it: for flavery, like a fickly conftitu- 

tion, grows in time lb habitual, that it leems no 
burden nor difeafe; it creates a kind of lazinefs, 
and idle defpondency, which puts men beyond 

hopes and fears: It mortifies ambition, emulation, 
and other troublefbme as well as aftive qualities, 

which liberty and freedom beget; and inflead of 
them affords only a dull kind ofpleafure of being 
carelefs and infenfible. 

In former times, and even till the late altera- 
tion in the government, the nobility or gentry 
(for they are here the fame thing) lived in great 
affluence and profperity; their country feats were 
large and magnificent, their hofpitality extraordi- 
nary, becaufe their plenty wras fb too: they lived 
for themoft part at home, and fpent their revenues 
among their neighbours and tenants, by whom 

they were confidered and refpefted as fb many 
petty princes. In times of convention of the e- 

fktes, which ordinarily happened once a year, 
they met their king with retinues almofl as large 

as 
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as his; they frequently ate and drank at the 

fame table with him; and in the debate of public 
affairs, their fuffrages were of greatefl weight, and 
ufually carried the point: for the commons were 

willing in a great mcafure to be directed by them, 

becaufe they much depended on them. In pro- 

cefs of time this excels of power, as you have 

heard, made moff: of them grow infolent, which 
was the chief occaCon of their fall, together with 

the lofs of the liberties of the whole country. So 

that now they are funk to a very low condition, 

and diminilh daily both in number and credit; 
their eftates Icarce paying the taxes impoled on 
them : which makes them grind the faces of their 
poor tenants, to get an overplus for their own liib- 
fiflence. Nay, I have been allured by fome gen- 
tlemen of good repute, who formerly were ma- 
ilers of great eflates, that they have offered to 

make an ablblute lurrender to the king of large 
poffeffions in the illand of Zealand, rather than 
pay the taxes; which offer, though prelled with 
earneftnefs, would by no means be accepted. 
And upon my further enquiry into the reafon of 
it, I have been informed, that effates belonging to 
thofe gentlemen who made this offer, lying in o- 
ther places, which had the good fortune to be tax- 

ed lefs than the full value of the income, were li- 
able to pay the taxes of any other ellate appertain- 
ing to the lame perfbn, in cale that other eftate 
were not able; fo that fome have been leen with 
a great deal of joy, declaring that the king had 
been fb gracious as to take their eftatcs from 
them. 

H 
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Through thele, and (everal other means, 

many of the ancient families are fallen t(> decay; 
their country habitations, which were like palaces, 

being ruinous, they are forced to live meanly and 
obfcurely in fbme corner of them : unlefs it be 
their good fortune to procure an employment, 

civil or military, at court, which is the thing they 

are moft ambitious of; it being indeed neceffary 

to fecure to their families any tolerable fubliftence, 

or to afford them fome (belter from the exactions 
and injuftices of the collectors. The civil em- 
ployments are in no great number, nor of great 

value ; as they feldom are in a poor country go- 

verned by an army; fo that few are provided for 
this way; the greateft part patiently enduring 

their poverty at home; where, in a (hort time, 
their fpil its, as well as their eflates,grow fo mean, 

that you would Icarce believe them to be gentle- 

men, either by dilcourfe or garb. 
Ancient riches and valour were the only title 

to nobility formerly in this country; the nobles 
and gentry being, as I (aid before, the fame thing. 

None took either the degree, or patents of ho- 
nour from the king: but of late years, to fupply 
the want of riches, fbme few titles of Baron or 
Count, and nothing higher, hare been given to 

favourites; who enjoy not the fame privileges by 
thofe titles, as our lords in England do, but con- 
tent themfelves with a few airy infignificant ones, 
which diflinguiih them from the common people. 
There are not many, even of this kind of nobility; 
1 believe fifteen or twenty are the mod ; thefe are 
iuch, who are mod cafy in their fortunes, and are 
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obliged (that they many preferve them) to keep 

in with the court by all manner of ways; as in- 

deed all are, who have a mind to live and eat 
bread. 

It is only this kind of nobility with titles, that 

have liberty to make a will or teftament, and 
thereby to difpofeof any eftate othcrwile than as 

the law has already determined that it fliall fall of 

courle; unlefs fuch will be, during the life of the 

teftator, approved of and figned by the king ; and 
then it fhall be offeree, and valid. 

It is almoft needlefs to mention that there is no 
buying or felling of land here; for where an e- 

Rate is a charge, there will be few buyers. Nei- 
ther do I remember any one alienation of lands 
for money, during all the time I flayed in that 
country, except lome eflates which the queen 
purchaled ; where fhe paid after the rate of 16coo 

crowns for that which thirty years ago was valu- 
ed at 60000 crowns. There were indeed fome 

perfbns, who took lands from the king in lieu of 
money, which they had lent the crown; and a- 

mohg thefe I remember to have heard of two, 
monfieur Texera a rich Jew of Hamburg, and 

monfieur Marleilles a Dutch merchant, who was 
formerly eftablifhed at Copenhagen. Thele were 
forced to take lands, or nothing, for their debts, 
which amounted to fome hundred thou lands of 
crowns; yet did thele lands yield them fo little 
income, by reafon of the taxes impofed on them, 
though they were vaft tracts of fertile ground, 

that they would willingly have parted with them 
H 2 
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(as I was informed) for one fifth part of their 

principal. 

However, in cafe it fhould happen that one, 

who has a mind to tranfplant himfelf to another 
place, could find a purchafer for his eftate, the 
law is, that one third part of fuch purchafe-money 

fhall acciue to the king ; and indeed if there were 

rot fitch a levere law again ft alienations, it is pof- 
fible moft of the prefent polleflors would quit the 

country the firft opportunity. 

The king affumes to himfelf the power of dif- 

pofing of all heirs and heireffes of any confidera- 

tion, as it is praftifed in France : not that there 
is any law for it, but upon pain of his difpleafure; 

which here is too weighty to be born. 

Military employments are mightily coveted 

by the native gentry, almofl as much as the ci- 
vil ; and purely for the fame reafon that the prieft’s 
office was among the Jews, viz. that they may 
eat a piece of bread. For it is a lure way to find 

foldiers (as long as there are men in a kingdom) 
to imitate the French king’s pra&ice in this parti- 
cular : make the gentry poor, and render traffic 
unprofitable or difhonourable; men of birth mull 

live, and one half of the nation, by giving up 
themfelves to flavery, will contribute their alfift- 

ance afterwards to put chains upon the other. 
Yet in Denmark the natives are confidered 

much lefs than firangcrs, and are more out of the 

road of preferment; whether it be that the court 

can better truft (hangers, whofe fortunes they 
make, than the poflerity of fuch whofe fortunes 

they have ruined; or whether they think their 
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very parts and courage to be di mini (bed in pro«x 

portion to their eftates and liberty, (■which ap- 

pears to be plainly the cafe oftheir common peo- 
ple) or for what other realbn ; certain it is, that 
all forts of places, civil and military, are filled 
more by foreigners than gentlemen of the coun- 
try : and in their difpofai of offices it is remark- 
able, that fuch as are ofordinary birth and fortunes, 
are much fooner preferred than thofe of contrary 
qualities: fo that here may be found feveral in the 
moff profitable and honourable employments, 
who hare formerly been forving men, and fuch 
like; and theie prove the befl executors of the 
will and pleafure of arbitrary power, and there- 

fore are careffed accordingly. There is one fur- 
ther advantage in the promotion of thefe kind of 
men ; that after they are grown rich by extortion, 
and have fucked the blood of the poor, when cla- 

mours grow loud againff them, the court can 
with eafe fqueeze thefe leaches, laying all the 
blame of its own oppreffion at their doors; and 
this without the danger of caufing the difoontent 
of any of the nobles, upon the fcore of kindred or 

alliance. 

The difficulty of procuring a comfortable fub- 
fiffence, and the little fecurity of enjoying what 
(hall be acquired through induffry, is a great caufe 
of prodigality, not only in the gentry, w'hofe con- 
dition is more eafy, but alfo in the very burghers 
and peafints: they are fenfible that they live but 
from hand to mouth, and therefore as foon as 
they get a little money they fpend it. They live 
to-duy; as the poet advifes, not knowing but what 

H 3 
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they now have may be taken from them to-mor- 

row. And therefore expenfivenefs in coaches, 
retinue, clothes, etc. is no where more common, 

nor more extravagant in proportion to their in- 

come, than in this country. Parfimony is often 
not only a caufe,but a fign, of riches; the more 
a wealthy man has, the more he endeavours to 
acquire, and to incrcale his ftock: but here the 

courtier buys no land, but remits his money to 

the bank of Amfterdam or of Hamburg; the gen- 

tleman fpends prefently on himfdfand his plea- 
fures all that he can get, for fear he fhould have 
the reputation of being rich, and his money be 

taken from him by taxes, before he has eaten or 
drank for it; the merchant and burgher do the 
like, and fublift purely upon credit; there being 
very few of this fort in the king’s dominions that 

can be called rich, or worth 100000 Rix-Dollars. 
The peafant or boor, as foon as he gets a Rix- 
Doliar, lays it out in brandy with all hafte, left 

his landlord, whole Have he is, fhould hear of it, 

and take it from him. Thus, 

Tvrva leaena lupum fequitur, lupus ipfe capellam. 
Virg. 

Tue trading towns and villages, (ifwe except 

Copenhagen, whole fttuation and haven make it 

thrive a little in fpight of ill ufage) are all fallen 

to decay. Thole boroughs which formerly lent 
good fums of money to the prince upon extraordi- 

nary public occafions, and furnifhed the Hollan- 

ders yearly with ten or twelve great fly boats lad- 
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ing of corn, being now not in a condition to raiie 
100 Rix-Doilars, or to lade one fmall fhip ofrjTe; 
as may be inllanced in Kiog, once a fiourifhing 
little lea-port town, twenty miles from Copenha- 
gen, which in king ChrilHan the fourth’s time 
raifed for that king’s lervice, in four and twenty 
hours time, 200000 Rix-Dollars; yet upon occa- 
fion of the laft poll-tax, I heard that the colleftors 
were forced to take from this and others totvns 
(in lieu of money) old feather-beds, bedfteads, 

brals, pewter, wooden cjjairs, etc. which they 
violently took from the poor people, who •were 

unable to pay, leaving them dellitute of all man- 
ner of necelfaries for the ufe of living. 

Sow e manufactures have been endeavoured to 
be introduced, not fo much with a defign of be- 

nefiting the public, as private courtiers, and great 

men who were the undertakers, and expefted to 
profit thereby; particularly that of filks and 

drinking glaffes: but in a little time all came to 
nothing; it being a very fure rule, that trade will 

not be forced in a place where real encourage- 
ments and advantages are not to be found, and 
where property is not lecured ; the very credit of 

the fubjeCt being as (lender as his riches are un- 

certain. 
If this be the calc of the gentleman and bur- 

gher, what can be expefted to be that of the poor 
peafant or boor ? In Zealand they are all as abfb- 
lute (laves as the negroes are in Barbadoes, but 
with this difference, that their fare is not lb good. 
Neither they, nor their pofterity, to all generations, 
can leave the land to which they belong; the gen- 
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tlemen counting their riches by their ftocks of 
boors, as here with us by our ftocks of cattle; and 

the more they have of thefe, the richer they are. 
In cafe of purchale, they are fold as belonging to 
the freehold, juft as timber-trees are with us. 
There is no computing there by numbers of acres, 
but by numbers of boors, who, with all that be- 
longs to them, appertain to the proprietor of the 
land. Yeomanry, which is the ftrength of Eng- 

land, is a ftate not known or heard of in Den- 
mark; but thefe poordrudges, after they have la- 

boured with all their m%ht to raife the king’s taxes, 
muft pay the overplus'of the profit of the lands, 
and their own toil, their landlords, who are al- 

moft as poor as themfelves. If any of thele 
wretches prove to be of a diligent and improving 

temper, who endeavours to live a little better than 
his fellows, and to that end has repaired his farm- 
houfc, making it convenient, neat, or pleafant; 

it is forty to one but he is prefcntly tranfplanted 
from thence to a naked and uncomfortable habita- 
tion, to the end that his griping landlord may 

get more rent, by placing another on the land 
that is thus improved : fo that in fbme years it is 
likely there will be few or no farm-houfes, when 
thole already built are fallen through age ornegleft. 

Another grievance is, the quartering and pay- 

ing of the foldiers. Thofe that know wdiat a 
vexatious thing it is (over and above the charge) 

to be conftantly plagued with inlblent * inmates, 

* This was once known in England, when the lord Dane or 
Danifh ibldier quartered in the English yeoman’s houte, and do- 
mineered to purpole; whence came the nick-name ©t Lazy 
Lordane, 
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who lord it where-ever they dwell, will (bon al- 
low this to be a mifchief (carce fupportable. 

And although this country have a tendency to 
be extremely populous, the women being exceed- 

ing fruitful, which is fufficiently proved by the 
vaft fwarms that in former ages, from thefe nor- 

thern parts, over-run all Europe ; yet at prefent 
it is but competently peopled; vexation oflpirir, 
ill diet, and poverty, being great obliruttions to 
procreation. Within man’s memory the pea- 

fants lived very happily; there was fcarce any 
family of them that was not owner of a large 
piece of plate or two, befides filver fpoons, gold 
rings, and other odd knacks, which they are fond 

of to this day, (and whenever they have any 
money, will lay it out in fuch-like things, becaule 

they dare not truft themfelves with the keeping 

of money, the inclination to fpend it prefently is 
lb general:) but now it is a great rarity' to find in 
a boor’s houfe any thing made of filver, or indeed 
any other utenfil of value, unlefs it be feather- 
beds, whereof there are better, and in greater 
plenty, than in any place I ever faw; and which 

are made ufe of, not only to lie upon, but alfb to 
•cover with inftead ©f blankets. 

Among all the hardfirips which are impoled 
on theft poor peafanfs, that which feemed to me 
one of the greatefi was, the obligation they lie un- 
der to furnifh the king, royal family, and all their 
attendants, their baggage and furniture, with horf- 
es, and travelling waggons, whenfoever he makes 
any progrefs (which he often does either to Jut- 
land or Holftein) or takes any lefier journey ia 
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Zealand; nay, although it ”be only to his coun- 
try-houfes of Fredericksburg and Yagersburg. In 

thefe call's all the pealants that lie near the road, 
or in that difh i&, are lunamoned to attend with 
their horles and waggons at certain Rages, where 

they are to relieve each other; and this they of- 
ten do, always at their own charges for man’s 

and horle-meat, for two or three days together, 

no regard being had to the feafon of harveft, 
(which is the ufual travelling time) or to any o- 
ther conveniency of thele poor wretches. I have 
frequently leen them with hundreds of waggons 

in a company, attending the arrival of the court, 

bewailing their fid condition; and as loon as the 

king came up, and his coaches, with thofe of the 
other perfons of quality, were fitted with fix or 

eight boors horles each, (for they are little bigger 
than calves) then every lacquey fcizes on his boor 

and waggon, for his own proper ule; at which 
time, unlels his pleafure be in all things complied 

with, the poor trembling peafimt (who drives on, 
and takes all patiently, without replying one 
word) is fo beaten and abufed, that it has often 
moved my pity and indignation to fee it. Nei- 

ther is it only when the king himlelf travels, that 

the boors are put to this trouble ; but whenever 
he pleales to give his warrant to any perlbn of 
quality, or officer, that has a journey to make, 

they are obliged to this lervice and attendance. 
Apoplexies aud the talling-licknels are the 

epidemical difiempens here; one lhall hardly pal’s 
through the llreets of Copenhagen, without fee- 

ing one or two poor creatures groveling on the 
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ground in a fit, and foaming at the mouth, with 
a circle of gazers and afTiftants about them. I 
know not what to impute this to, unlefs to the ill 

diet of the common fort, which is generally folt- 
meats, ftock-ftfli, and fuch like. Apoplexies, a* 
mong the better fort, often proceed either from 
exceflh/e drinking, or from difoontent; it being 
very ufual here to have them die of a Slacht, as 
they call it, which is an apoplexy proceeding from 

dilcontent and trouble of mind. But by way of 
amends for thefe ugly diffempers, there are few 
or none that are troubled with coughs, catarrhs, 
confumptions, or fuch like difeales of the lungs. 
fo that in the midi! of winter in the chuicbes, 
which are very much frequented, there is nonoifo 
to interrupt the attention due to the preacher. I 
am perfuaded their warm floves, with the plenty 

and purenefs of their firing, (which is beech-wood) 
contributes as much to their freedom from thde 
kinds ofmaladies, as the groffnefs and unwholfom- 

nefs of our coals in London does to our being 

fo univerfally troubled with them ; notwithfland- 
ing the ingenious Sir William Petty be of another 
opinion : for in all other relpefts of air and litua- 
tion, we have much the advantage of them. 

Thh tables of the better fort are ufualiy well 

furnifoed with difhes; yet I cannot commend the 
cheer, becaufo the flefh is generally lean, and 
(except the beef and veal) ill-taffcd, efpecially the 
tame fowl, the fattening of which is an art not 
known by above two or three, who have been 

taught it by an Englifo poulterer, lately fet up at 

Copenhagen. Wether mutton is very Icarce, and 
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feldom good: wild ducks hardly to he eaten; and 

plovers never. Here are no wild pheafanrs, 
woodcocks, rabbits, or fallow deer. Red deer 
there are, but they are the king’s game, and not 
to be bought for money. The hares are good, 
and the bacon is excellent. Now and then you 
meet with a chevreuil, or final! roe-buck, in the 
market, but it is generally lean. Sea-fifh is fcarce, 

and not good; but the river-fifh makes amends, 
here being the beft carp, perch, and craw-fifb, 

that are to be found any where. One cannot ex- 
pert extraordinary fruits thus far north; yet the 
gentry do not want luch as are very tolerable, be- 

ing extremely additted to gardening; and feve- 
ral of the nobility being fo curious, as to have 
melons, grapes, peaches, and all forts of fallads 

very' early, and in great perfecVion. The butter 
is very good, but the cheefe ftark naught. In 

general, their way of cookery would hardly be 
pleafing to an Englifhman. 

They are much addifted to drinking; the li- 

quors, that are moft in vogue with perfons of con- 

dition, are Rhenifh wine, cherry brandyand 
all forts of French wine. The men are fond of 

them, and the fair fex does not refufe them. The 

poor people, who are able to indulge themfelves, 
do it in bad beer, and Danifli brandy, which is 

made of barley. ' 
The gentlemen and officers go very fine in 

their drefs, after the French mode; but the ladies 

winter-drefs is Daniffi, very becoming and con- 
venient. The burghers, lervants, and even pca- 

fants, are neat and cleanly; they love change of 
ordinary 



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 

ordinary white linnen, which is here made cheap, 
the women-kind employing their leifure-time in 
fpinning. All thele people have a degree of va- 
nity ; pride and poverty being often companions 
to each other. 

Their marriages are ufually preceded by con- 

tracts, which will laft lometimes three, four, or 
more years, before they proceed to a public wed- 
ding by the minifter; though often the young 
couple grow better acquainted before thcfe for- 
malities are difpatched. The gentry give porti- 
ons with their daughters; but the burghers and 
peafants, if they be able, give cloths, fome hou- 
thold-ftuff, and a great wedding-dinner, but no- 
thing elfe till they die. 

Sumptuous burials and monuments are much 

in requelt with the nobility; and it is ufual to 
keep the corpfe of a perfon of quality in a vault, 
or the chancel of fome church, for feveral years 
together, till a fit opportunity to celebrate the fu- 
neral. The poorer fort are buried in great thick 
chefts; and in the towns, there are about a do- 
zen of common mourners belonging to each pa- 

rilh, who are obliged to carry and attend them 

to their graves. 
The common people are mean-fpirited, not 

warlike in their tempers, as formerly; inclined 

to grofs cheating, and to fufpeft that others have 

a defign to cheat them; therefore unwilling to go 
out of a road they have been accuftomed to: in- 
fomuch, that if you offer them great profit for a 
thing which they have not been ufed formerly to 
fell, they will refufe to part with it, as fufpefting 

I 
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fhar you fee an advantage in fuch a purchafe, 
Hvhich as yet is unknown to them, but which 
"they hOpe to'find out. I remember one inftance : 
feeing great flocks of green geefe in the fields 

near the town, I fent to buy fbme, but they be- 
ing never ufed to fell or eat geefe, in that coun- 
try, till they are big and old, it was not poirible 
to perfuade any body to part with one of them, 
though double the price of a big one were offered 
for each. They afked what we dcfired to buy 
them for? what we would do with them? etc. 
for they could not be perfuaded, any one would 

be fb foolifh as to eat them whilft young, or lit- 
tle. After a week, an old woman, to whom 
money had been offered for a dozen, came and 
“brought four to fell, faying, “ That neither /he, 
“ nor her geefe, had thriven fince fhe had refuf- 
“ ed to fell them at a good price ; for the kite had 
“ the night before killed eight of her ftock, and 
“ that now the remaining four were at my fer- 

“ vice.” Thus the fiiperfti.tion of this old woman 

procured us the firft green geefe that I believe 
w’cre ever eaten in Denmark; but after that they 
had taken notice that we fatted and killed them for 
eating, they furnifhed us with them as often as 
defired. I would not omit this filly ftory, becaufe 
it gives a more lively idea of the temper of the 
common people, than any defeription I could 
make. In their markets they will afk rhe fitme 
price for /linking meat as for frefh ; for lean, as 

for fitt, if it be of a kind. And the fure way not 
to obtain, is to feetn to value, and to aik impor- 
tuQ.ttely, a thing which othetwife they them- 
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felves would defire fhould be done. This laft re- 
mark is not peculiar to the common people only.. 

I do not fee that they are good at imitating the 
inventions of other countries; and for inventing 
themfelves, I believe none here, fince the fa- 
mous Tycho Brahe, ever pretended to it. Few 

or no books are written, but what fome of the 

clergy compofe of religion. Not lb much as a 
long, or a tune, was made, during three years 
that I Rayed there. Their feafons of jollity ar? 
very rare; and fince the # fatal opera, about four 
years ago, wherein many hundred perfons were 
burnt together in the old queen’s houfe, they con- 
tent themfelves with running at the goofe on 
Shrove-Tuefdays, and taking their pleafure upon 
fleds in the winter, well wrapped up in wool or 
fur: a divertifement much in requeft in this court, 
and among all kinds of people. Perhaps it will 
be thought too nice here to remark, that no body 
prefumes to go in a fled, till the king and court 

•■On the 19th of Anril 1689, an opera, which had been aftcd 
three days before with great applaufe, was repeated for the enter- 
tainment of the chief of the town, in the caftle built by the 
queen-mother, which was one of the lineft ftrudtures in Copen- 
hagen. There was a great concourfe of people, efpecially of wo- 
men and children, of the beft quality. After an aft or more was 
over, a lamp fet fire to the place where it (food, and the fire fooi* 
caught hold of the juniper-work with which the houfe was beau- 
tified, and immediately feiiedthe roof, which was faced with oil- 
ed cloth. There were but two little doors to go out at j and the 
proud prefled fo hard, and fo hindered one another’s efcape, that 
there were above 200 perfons, fome fay 280 burnt in the houfe, 
hefides many others that were miferably maimed ; and the whole 
paftle, with its furniture, was dtftroyed. Some whole families 
perilhed in this calamity, and hardly one confidtrablc family in all 
tl.c city, that was not put into mourning by this fad ^ccidtnu 

1 2 
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have begun ; that the king pafles over a new 
bridge the firft; and that the clocks of Copenhag- 

en ftrike the hours after the court clock. 
It is a difficult matter for Grangers to find con- 

veniences of lodging or eating in Denmark; even 
in Copenhagen are few or no lodgings to be let 
in private houfes; and in the taverns one muff 

be content to eat and drink in a public room, in- 

to which any other company may enter, and do 
the like at another table; unlefs one pretends to 
higher matters than ordinary. 

The language is very ungrateful, and not un- 
like the Irifh in its whining complaining tone. 

The king, great men, gentry, and many burgh- 
ers, make u(e of the high-Dutch in their ordina- 
ry dilcourfe, and of French to ftrangers. I have 
heard feveral in high employment boaft that they 
could not fpeak Danifh. Yet very many of the 
monof/llables in this tongue are the fame with 
the EnMifh; and without doubt we owe the ori- 
ginal of them to the Danes, and have retained 

them ever fmee they were matters of our country. 

CHAP. IX. 

Of the Revenue. 

THE revenue of the king of Denmark arifes 

from three heads: firtt, the taxes and impofiti- 
ons on his own fubje&s: fecondly, cuttoins paid 

by foreigners: thirdly, rents of his own ettate, 
crown-lands, and confifiations. Each of thefe 

fhall be treated of apart. 
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The taxes, paid by his own fubje&s, are in 

fome cafes fixed and confiant, in others arbitrary*. 
When I diftinguifh between thefe two, it is not 
meant that the king’s power is limited in any 
wife; but only that he chufcs, in fome taxes, to 

follow rules and meafures eftablifhed by himfelf; 
in all others he varies often. 

Of the firft fort are, firft, the cuftoms, or toll, 
for import and export: focondly, theexcifo, com* 
monly called the confumption ; which is upon 

tobacco, wine, fait, grain, etc. and all eatables 
and drinkables brought into any town of the king 
of Denmark’s dominions to be fpent. Thefe are 
the great taxes; and the laft is fevere enough. 
There are belides, of this kind, fmaller taxes; as 
that, 3dly, upon marriages, where every couple 
marrying pay fo much for their licence, accord- 
ing to their quality; this is pretty high, and 

comes, in fome cafes, to a good number ofRix- 
Dollars for a licence. 4thly, A tax for marked 

paper, whereon all bonds and contrafrs, copies 
of judicial proceedings, grants, paffports, etc. muft 
be written, othei-wife they are invalid. And this 
is an uneafy tax, there being of this kind of pa- 
per which amounts to feveral Rix-Dollars a fheet. 
Fifthly, taxes for brewing, grinding, and other 
things, which fhall be hereafter fpoken of. But 
thefe, and fuch like, are certain; that is to lay, 
very one knows how mueh he is to pay, accord- 
ng to an ordinance at prefent in force; which 
however may be altered as the king pleafes. 

Of the fecond fort are impofitions upon land ; 

which is .reckoned, not by acres, but farms; viz. 

I 3 
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fo much for every proportion of land that tfril! 
tfcar the fowing of a tun of hard corn. Wheat 

Mid rye are called hard corn; and according to 

The fertility of the land, feafonablenefs of the 

Jffear, ability of the landlord, each farm is taxed 
higher br louver, but feldom too low. 

Secondly, poll-money, which is fbmetimet 
failed twice in a year, and is impoled according 
to the fubftance of the perfon taxed; which is 

guefled at, not fixed, as in other places, where 
all of a rank pay equally. 

Thirdly, fortification-tax, or money railed 
for, or upon pretence of making fortifications for 
the defence of the kingdom, etc. 

Fourthly, marriage-tax, when a daughter of 

Denmark is to be difpofed of; whofe portion 

Commonly is but 100000 crowns: but under this 
•name, occafion is taken to raiie more. 

Fifthly, trade-tnotiey, wherein every traded 
:tnan is taxed for the liberty of exercifing his trade, 

according to the gain which it is computed he 

makes by it: and he is moreover obliged to quar- 
ter fbldiers. 

Sixthly, ground-rent for all houles in Copen- 

hagen, or any other towns in Denmark; which 
•are taxed by the king, when he pleales, according 

to the goodnefs of the houle, the ability of the 
pofleTTor, Or the greatnefs of the fura he intends 

to levy at that time. 
In Holfiein and Slefwick the lands are taxed 

by ploughs; each plough paying lb much a 
month. 

To begin with thofe of the firft fort, whereof 
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the rates are known and fixed: it would be con* 
tenient, in fpeaking of the cuftoms and excife, t® 
trnnfcribe the whole book of rates, but I fear to ' 

be too tedious; however, not to be wanting in 
any thing material, and to give a tafte, whereby 
to guefs at the reft, and mealure Hercules by his 
foot, fome particulars (hall be let down; whereof 

to make a right judgment, a due regard muft be 
had always, not only to the plenty and Icarcity 
fcf money in a country, but alfo to the goodnefs 
of a commodity. For inftance; when I (peak of 
a fat ox, it muft not be imagined that we mean 
foch as are ufual in our Englilh markets, but ra- 
the- fuchaswe fee come from Wales or Scotland. 

And fo of other things in the confumption tax. 
And a Rix-Dollar, confideringthe fcarcity of mo- 
ney, ought to be computed to go further than 

three crowns with us. 

Import C u -s T o M s. 

of iron bars im- 

I, pays, J 

RD. Stiv. 

02 00 
ported 

of wrought iron 0 5 16 

of copper 00 j2 

of wire, one fort 15 00 

One fhip pound •{ of wire, another D 

fort 

of pewter veftels 

of pewter un- 

wrought 

t*f kud 

* 
20 00 

15 OO 

}0‘ 
00 iS 

OO At 
A '***-' I* 



} 

oo 

oo 

oo 

oo 

00 

01 

OI 

oo 

oo 

00 

01 

OI 

OO 

OO 

oo 

00 

01 

oo 

06 

04 

03 
04 

04 

24 
02 

08 

12 

32 
08 

12 

24 

00 13 
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R D. Stiv. 

100 weight of fteel 

One pound of quickfilver 

One ell of cloth of any value 

One ell of plain filks 

One hat 

One piece of kerley of 20 ells 

12 pair of worfled {lockings 

50 ells of plain ribband 

24 ells of ribband with gold or 

fiiver in them - 

12 pair of gloves 

One waiftcoat knit 

One other waiftcoat 

One horle • 

One dozen of knives 

One laft of coals 

100 of lemons 

'of capers 

of currants 

of raifins 

of cinnamon 
too pound < 0f confeftions 

of cork 

of nutmegs 

of fcaling wax 

24 
1 2 

05 

32 

33 

15 
08 

40 

02 

32 
00 

08 

00 

08 

08 

Cuflomt Confuinption 
or Toll. or Excife. 

RD. Stiv. RD.Sliv. 
03 OO OI 16 One barrel of tallow 

One pound ol tobacco leaves 00 oor 00 03 
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Cuftoms Confumption 
or Toll. or Excife. 

RD. Stiv. RD.Sliv. 

OJ 

oo 

One pound of tobacco rolls,"? 

or fnuff j 

One barrel of barley - oo 

One barrel of flour of all 

forts 

One barrel of lalt beef 

One ream of paper 

One barrel of butter - 03 

One fhip pound of cheele - 03 

One laflof Spanifli fait • 15 

One lafl of French Halt - 08 

One lafl; of Lunenburg fait 24 

One hogfliead of French wine 06 

One hogfhead of vinegar 04 

One ahm ofRhenhh,Canary,"? g 

or other ftrong wines 3 

One ahm of French or RheO 

00 04 00 03 

20 

i 
00 26 

Befides 
the con- 
Aimption. 

05 J 

°5 
00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

32 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

°5 

°3 

06 

* nifli brandy 

Onehoglhead of cyder 

One barrel of fait herrings 

of fait falmon 

of beer 

Feathers, one lifpound 

An ox brought into any town pays at 

the gate ... 

But into Copenhagen - - 02 

One calf into Copenhagen - - 00 

elfewherc - - - 00 

04 

01 

01 

02 

02 

32 

32 

32 
00 

1 2 

32 

14 

36 

36 

36 
00 

00 

10 32 03 16 

02 

00 

00 

00 

00 

16 

04 

12 

32 

02 

01 16 

00 

16 

08 
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A fheep, {wine, or goat * - oo 
A chevreuil ' • - - - oo 
A pig - - * - oo 

A hare - - - - oo 
A turkey - - - * oo 

A goo(e ... 4 - oo 
A pair of pigeons - - oo 

of ducks - - oo 

of partridges - - oo 
of blackbirds or thrufhes - oo 

Twenty eggs - - - oo 
Twenty dried eels, breams* or the like oo 

Twenty pickerels dried - - oo 
One (almon - * - oo 
One pale of milk - - oo 
One barret of felted flelh or tripes,") 

■which comes in by land toCopenhagenj 
to other towns oo. 

The like by lea to Copenhagen • qo 

to other towns oo 
One fide of fmoaked or felted pork oo 
One barrel of tongues - * ot 
One firkin of honey - • oo 

One barrel of beans or peaft - oo 

of parfnips or turnips - oo 
One buflrel of nuts - - oo 

Four bunches of onions • - oo 
One barrel of hops - • oo 
One firkin of (bap * - oo 

of mufiard feed * oo 
of bempfeed, or lintfeed • oo 

Confumption 
or Excife. 

R D. Stiv. 
05 

32 
OI, 
04 

°3 
otf 
oif 
02 

04. 
ot 
00J 

02 
01 
06 

02 

00 

32 
31 
24 
02 
OQ 

24 
08 

o'i 
02 
Olf 
06 
1 2 

04 
Olf 
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Confumption 

or Excife. 
KD. Sliv. 

A horfe-load of hay entering the gates 00 0-2 

of charcoal -. - 00 04 
of draw - - - 00 02 
of green keal or cohvorts 00 01 

of turf or wood by land - 00 ox 
of beech-wood by fea 00 04 

of fhort wood * - 00 02 
of birch-wood - - • 00 01 
of bark - - - 00 02 

Flanks, oak-boards, and fir-deals exported, pay 

one per cent, per laft, according to the (hip’s 
burden. 

Cuftom. 
KD. Stiv. 

A maft for a Chip of 28 palms long, pays 30 00 
11 00 
01 24 

02 24 
00 12 

of 21 palms 
of 13 palms 

Between 12 and 8 palms per doien 
Under 5 palms per dozen 

The reft proportionably. 

One doe-fkin undrefled 
drefted 

Ten calves-fkins 

Ten (heep-fkins 
One ox-hide 

tanned 
Ten hides of Englifh leather 
One barrel of rye ground for bread 

pays to the king for the grinding 
ground for brandy 

Confamption 
or Excife. 

K D. Stiv. 
02 
04 
02 
01 

02 
04 

24 

OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 

OO 

CO 

16 

32 
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C^nfumption 
or Excife. 

R O. Stiv. 
One barrel of wheat ground for flour oo 40 

of malt for a brewer - 00 32 
for a private houle 01 00 

of oats for grout - - 00 08 

A Rix-Dollar is fomething fliort of an Eng- 
li(h crown in value; a Stiver is more than an 
Englifh penny ; 48 Stivers make a Rix-Dollar. 
One Lifpound is the fame with what we call a 
Rone. One (hip pound is 20 Lifpound. A Da- 

nilh ell is a third lefs than an Englilh, or there- 
abouts. 

There are public mills appointed and farmed 
to certain perfons by the king, where all the in- 
habitants of Copenhagen are bound to grind up- 
on a penalty, and to pay the funis above-mention- 
ed for grinding; it being not permitted to any 
private perfon or brewer to grind his own malt, 
nor baker his own bread-corn. 

I need fay no more of the tax for marriage- 
licences, or that for the ule of marked paper in 
bonds and contra&s, than has been already men- 

tioned. 1 • 
Those ofthefecond fort, viz. land-tax, houfe- 

tax, poll-money, and fortification-money, which 
are fometimes laid high, and lometimes low, can 

have no fettled eflimate made of them ; however, 
I lhall endeavour to compute them in the fum- 
ming up the total of the revenue, according to what 
they have yielded of late years, which w:as pretty 

high; and according to the utmoft they can bear 

at prelent, or may probably for the future. 
. Some 



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 77 

SowEyearsago, Iincethelaftwar with Sweden, 
the king caufed a valuation and a regifter to be 
made of all the houles in the cities and boroughs 

within his dominions, as likewile an admealure- 
ment of all lands in the country, that he might 

the better proportion the taxes he fhould have 

occafion to levy. Thele are now applotted and 
raifed according to the very utmofl of the people’s 

abilities; neither do I believe that in cafe of a 
war, or other exigency, they could poflibly bear 
a greater burden; for in the country the gentle* 
man and pealant are in a manner ruined ; in tjte 
cities and boroughs,houfes pay yearly for ground- 
tax four per Cent, of the whole value that the 
ground is rated at, if it were to be purchafed; and 
this is eftimated by commiffioners appointed for 
that purpole, according to the quantity of the 
ground, or the conveniency of the Ration. More- 

over, for every hundred Rix-Dollars vhich the 
ground of any houle is rated at, the inhabitants 

are obliged to quarter one foidier. Thus a Rhe- 
nifh-Wine vintner at Copenhagen, and he none 

of the richeft, has the ground of his houfe valued 
at 900 Rix-Dollars, he conlequently pays 36 Rix- 

Dollars yearly for grodnd-tax, and quarters nine 

foldiers ' pon the account of his houle, and th’ee 
more upon the account of his t ade. The like 
proportion is ob&rved towards all others, with re- 
lpe£t to their houles and trades. 

Here is commonly one poll-tax at leall: every 
year; or if it chance to mifs one year, it is ulual- 
ly doubled the next. The loweft alfelfment is 
according to the following proportion, viz. a bur- 

K 
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gher, efteemed worth eight or ten thou fan d Rix- 
Dollars, pays for himfelf four Rix-Dollars, for his 
wife four Rix-Dollars, for every child two Rix- 
Dollars, for every fervant one Rix-Dollar, for e- 
very horle one Rix-DolJar. An ordinary ale- 
houfe-keeper pays for himfelf one Rix-Dollar, for 
his wife one Rix-Dollar, for every child 24 Sti- 

vers, for every fervant 16 Stivers. 
About two years ago there was a poll-tax high- 

er than ordinary; and at that time this propor- 

tion was obferved : one of the farmers of the cu- 
ftoms paid for himfelf 24 Rix-Dollars, for his wife 
16 Rix-Dollars, for her maid two Rix-Dollars, 
for every other fervant one Rix-Dollar. A 
burgher, efteemed worth fix or eight thoufand 
Rix-Dollars, paid for himfelf fix Rix-Dollars, for 
his wife four Rix-Dollars, for every child two' 
Rix-Dollars, for every fervant one Rix-Dollar; 

and thus did others according to their feveral 
abilities. 

T k e fortification Schatt is a tax with a witnefs: 

in that which was levied in the year 1691, thefe 
were the rules for payment. All the king’s fer- 
vants paid 20 per cent, of their yearly falaries.' 

All the officers of the army, beginning with ca- 
ptains,and fo upwards, 30 per cent, of their pay. 

(Thefe ufed to be freed from former taxes of this 

kind.) The nobility and gentry paid in propor- 
tion to their rank and eflate. The higheft, as 
count Guldenlieu, etc. from feven hundred to 
one thoufand Rix-DolJars each. Burghers were 

taxed according to their fuppofed abilities; the 
richer fort from one hundred to four hundred 
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Rix-Dollars each; the middle fort of merchants, 

worth fix or eight thoufand Rix-Dollars, paid 
forty Rix-Dollars; an apothecary fixty-eight Rix- 
Dollars; a vintner fifty-five Rix-Dollars; ordi- 
nary burghers eight or ten Rix-Dollars each ; the 

poorer fort one or two Rix-Dollars, and fo forth. 

This fort of tax has been accounted equal with 
another called the Kriegs Sturc, impoled at the 
beginning of the war ; and that amounted to near 
feven hundred thoufand Rix-Dollars in all. But 
it is moll certain, the people are not now able to 
pay it as they were then, and confcquently it will( 

not be fo much by a great deal. 
\Vhex the king’s only daughter was about to 

be married to the prelent elector of Saxony, a 
marriage-tax was intended, and had certainly 
been levied in cafe the marriage had gone for- 
ward : but the one, as well as the other, is now 

no more Ipoken of, though no kingdom in Eu- 

rope can boa ft of a more deferving princels. 
I Suppose by this time an Englifh reader has 

taken a furfeit of this account of taxes which the 
fubjedts of Denmark do pay. But it ought to be 

a great fatisfafHon to him to refieft, that through 

the happinefs of our confiitution, and the pru- 
dence and valour of our king, the people of this 
nation, though enjoying ten times more natural 
and acquired advantages than the Danes, which 
caufes more than ten times their affluence, do not 
for all that pay towards the carrying on the mofl 

necefiary and juft war, the third part in proportion 
to what the king of Denmark’s iubjefls do in time 

K i 
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of a profound peace. Pax Jervicntibus gravlar 
cj}, quam liberls bellum. Tacit. Ann. x. 

The fecond head, from whence proceeds a 

confiderable branch of this king’s revenue, is the 
cuftoms or roll paid by foreigners. 

These pay fomething more for imported 
goods than the natives and burghers, and more 

anchorage-money in the ports. The Danes, from 

their own ports to their own ports paying four Sti- 
vers per laft; from foreign ports ten Stivers per 

laft; whereas foreign fhips pay twelve Stivers. 
But that which is mofl confiderable to the king, 
is the toll paid by all Grangers (except the Swedes) 
that pals the Sound ; and the cuftoms of Norway. 

I have in another place given an ample ac- 
count of the original and progrefs of this toll, to- 

gether with the copy of a letter which makes a 
computation of the prefont revenue arifing from 

thence; fo that I fliall not need to repeat what I 
formerly laid; only in general, that it is much 

fallen from what it was in the time of the lafl war, 
when all that pafied paid: it came then to about 
143000 Rix-Dollars yearly. In the years 1690, 
and 1691, it amounted not to much more than 
65000 Rix-Dollars; r.t which rate we may judge 

it likely to continue. This belongs to the king’s 

privy purfo, and comes not under the manage- 
ment of the treafurer. 

The revenues of Norway arifo chiefly from the 
tenths of timber and tar, of fifh and oil, and the 

cufloms of the fame; which being bought and 

exported by foreign merchants, the fums that 

come from thence into the king’s coffers are prin- 
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cipally owing to them. It is true, there are filver 
mines, and iron, and one of copper; but thefe 
are of (mall value. The excife, and the other 
taxes of the natives, are the fame with thofe of 

Denmark; which thele of Norway are better 
enabled to pay, becaule of their foreign trade; 
although this alfo is confiderably diminifoed fince 
their late quarrel with the Dutch; who thereup- 
on gave over their traffic with them, and transfer- 
red it for fome time to Sweden. Thefe differ- 
ences have indeed been fince adjufted ; but it is a 

hard matter to reduce trade throughly into the 

former channel, when once it has taken another 
courfe. The Danes are of opinion that neither 
the Englifh nor Dutch can poffibly want the Nor- 

way trade for their naval fiores : but if a right 
ufe were made of our plantations in the Weft-In- 
dies, they may chance to find themfelves miftaken. 

It may not be amils to mention in this place, 

though it be fomething foreign to the matter in 
hand, that juft before the prefent war with France, 
the trading (hips, belonging to all the king of 

Denmark’s dominions, were computed to amount 
to about four hundred, befides little barks that 

bring wood, etc. becaufe the number .of them 
had been leflened almoft two thirds within thirty 

years. But at prelent, fince the trade of Europe 
has been in a manner carried on by the neutral 

princes, it cannot otherwife be, but that the num- 
ber muft be confiderably increaled within thefe 
four years; though as yet it comes not up to 
what it formerly did. 

To conclude with Norway, which is divided 

K 3 
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into the fouthern and northern provinces: the 
whole revenue from the firft of thefe amounts 
yearly to between five and fix hundred thoufand 
Rix-Dollars; and from the laft to between two 
and three hundred thoufand Rix-Dollars j and fo 
the total may be, communibus annis, 800000 Rix- 
Dollars. 

Thf. exa&eft computation that I have known 

made of the Englifh, Dutch, and French trades 
to theie parts in times of peace, ran thus; of 

Englilh there parted the Sound yearly from two 

hundred vcrtels to three hundred ; of Dutch from 
one thoufand to eleven hundred ; of French from 
ten to twelve; and the like proportion to Nor- 
way. By which it is eafily judged, that the 
fi itndihip and trade of France ought to come in 

no competition with that of England and Hol- 

land ; fince the king of Denmark owes fb large a 
ihare of his beft revenue to thefe lart:, and fb little 

to the other. 
The third and leaf! confiderable branch of the 

revenue arifes from the rents of the crown lands, 
and ccnfifcated eflates. The latter are in the 
king’s hands, either upon account of forfeiture 
for treafon and other crimes, or by realbn ofdebt 

and nonpayment of taxes; and it is to be fuppof* 

cd thefe will increafe every day in proportion to 
the poverty of the country; fince, as I formerly 
find, many would be glad rather to furrender their 
tflates to the king, than pay the taxes impofed 

on them. 
But notwithfhmding this addition of lands, 

the king is fo far from being the richer, that he 
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is the poorer for it: for upon the king’s becom- 

ing poffefTorof any man’s eftate, immediately the 
great pains and care ceafes which was formerly 
taken to improve it, and make it yield as much as 
it could; and it becomes almoft dcfolate, either 

through the neg’igence or litt'e encouragement 
of the tenants: generally it turns to foreft, and 
contributes to his diverfion, though little to his 
purfe; and the houfes run to decay. So do the 

royal palaces, whereof there are a great many on 
the crown-lands; few of them, except Frede- 

ricksburg, being in a condition to be dwelt in. 
For which reafon it is a hard matter to make a 
juft calculation what yearly revenue theft afford: 

and that which they do yield goes for the moft 
part among the courtiers, who have the gover- 
ment of the king’s houfts, the fupervifbrfhips of 
his parks, forefts, and farms, with the fervices of 
his boors and tenants. So that I believe we fhould 

rather over than under reckon them, if we com- 
pute the clear yearly profit of theft to amount to 
200000 Rix-Dollars. 

I endeavoured to know from an exaiftand 

tmderftanding perfbn there, how much the run- 
ning cafh of thoft kingdoms might probably be: 
whoft anfwer was in theft words: “ It is very 
“ difficult to make any rational computation of 

“ the running cafh of theft kingdoms; but cer- 
“ tainly it is but very little, and not near the 
u hundredth part of that of England: for, ex- 
“ cepting a very few, none have any caih by 

“ them; the trading people, through whoft hands 
“ it nyis, being generally men of no fubftunce. 
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“ but indebted over head and ears to their fcre* 
“ ditors at Amflerdam and Hamburg, it comes 
° no fooner in, but it is paid out. Moreover, the 
“ caili of the nation runs yearly out, by what 

“ the officers of the army, who are foreigners, 
u can clear ; for all that they tranfport to other 

“ countries; likewife by what divers of the mi- 
“ niflei'S of ffate can ferape together ; fince it is 
“ oblerved, that few or none of them purchafe 
“ any lands, but place their money in the banks 
“ of Amfferdam and Hamburg. Furthermore, 

“ by what the over-ballance of trade carries a- 

“ way; for this country confumes more of fo- 
reign commodities, than its own product can 

i( countervail. And all this makes me believe, 
“ that there is but an inconfiderable running cafh 

“ here; and very much of that which runs a- 
“ mong the people is brafs-money, which is not 
u worth any one’s while to export: befides, the 
4< very Giver coin has a great mixture of brafs 
“ in it. 

From the whole, I conclude, that there is a 
moral impo/hbility all thefe taxes and impofitions 

ihould continue. The weight of them is already 

fo great, that the natives have reafbn rather to 
wiilr for, than defend their country from, an in- 
vader ; becauie they have little or no property to 
lofe, and may probably thereby mend their con- 
dition, when there is fcarce a pollibility of mak- 

ing it worfe. There feems to be a great fenfe of 
this in the court, and therefore an army compoG' 
ed of foreigners is depended'on. Here follow the 

particulars of the revenue* 
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Rlx-Dollars. 

Toll of the Sound 65000 

All the reft of the toll of Denmark 

farmed at 3 

The confumption or excife of Copen- 

hagen, farmed at 

The confumption of the reft of Den- 

mark 

Smaller taxes in Denmark 

Poll - tax, fortification - tax, ground") 

rents, hard-corn tax 3 

All the revenue of Norway 

King’s eftare, crown-lands, etc. 

Ileland farmed for 

Oldenburg and Delmenhorft 

Toll upon the Wefer 

Feroe, Greenland, etc. 

165000 

x 40000 

140000 

100000 

1000000 

700000 

200000 

27000 

80000 

5000 

o 

Rlx-Dollars. 2622000 

It muft be obferved, that the poll-tax, and the 
fortification-tax, are never both raifed the fame 
year; fo that there muft be deduced out of that 
film about 400000 Rix-Dollars in lieu of one of 
thofe taxes ; and then the fum total of the whole 
revenue of the king of Denmark will amount e- 
very year to about two millions two hundred 

twenty-two thoufand Rix-Dollars. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of the Army, Fleet, and Fortref/es. 

HAVING done with the revenue, I come in 

the next pl ice to fhew how thole fums are ex- 
pended : and it is certain, that the levying of them 

is not more grievous to the Pubject, than the rea- 
fon for which they are levied, viz. the mainten- 
ance of a great Handing army : fo that the people 

are contributors to their own mifery; and their 
purles are drained in order to their flavery. Thus 

the king of France makes the rich towns he takes 
be at the charge of building citade's to keep them- 
felves in awe: and it is that mailer of the art of 
reigning, as his flatterers call him, that has in- 

ftrufted the court of Denmark, as well as the o- 
ther princes and Hates of Europe, in the pernici- 

ous fecret of making one part of the people both 
the bridle and fcourge of the other ; which in time 

muH needs end in a general defolation. 

The king of Denmark has been but too apt a 
pupil to iuch a maHer, and has endeavoured even 
to exceed his original; which he finds to his cofl 
at this day, in raifing more men than his country 
can maintain. Soldiers are, through I know not 

what mifiaken policy, efieemed the riches of the 

northern kings, and other German princes; for 

when they make an efiimate of each other’s 
wealth, it is nor by the ufual and ancient manner 

of computation, the fertility or extent of the ter- 
ritory, the traffic, induflry, number, or riches of 
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the people; but by fo many horfe and foot: for 
the fubfiftence of which they are forced, after they 
have eaten up their own fubje&s, to make ufe of 
a hundred cruel and unjuft ftiifts, to the ruin of 
their neighbours. And when they cannot accom- 
plifh fuch a deftruclive projeft in the manner they 
wiftr, then they are conftrained to foment quarrels 

between more potent princes, that they may have 
the opportunity of felling to one or other thole 
forces which themlelvescannot poftibly maintain: 

fo thatatprefent foldiers are grown to be as lale- 
ab!e ware as Iheep or oxen, and are as little con- 
cerned when they are Ibid; for provided the of’ 
fleers be rendered content by the purchaler, in 
having liberty to plunder the laborious and honeft 

country people in their marches, and a fat win- 
ter-quarter, with permilfion to defraud their own 
men of their pay, the common foldier goes with 
no more lenle than a beaft to the (laughter; hav- 
ing no fuch fentiment, as love of honour, country, 

religion, liberty, or any thing more than mere 
fear of being hanged for a delerter. 

But thismifehievous cuftom of princes, efteem- 

ing foldiers the only true riches, was firft begun 

and eftablilhed by the French king, and is grown 
general by his care to cultivate this opinion in the 
minds of the German princes, whole poor coun- 
tries he forelees will be (bon ruined by fuch a p' a- 
£tice. This he principally aims at, and it has 
brought matters to fuch a pals, that war and de- 
ftrufHon are grown ablblutely necelfary. For as 

all men that lay up wealth never think they have 
enough, fo thele that confidcr foldieis as the only 
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riches, never ceate enlarging their number, till 
they are neceditated, for their fuMiflcnce, either 

to come to blows with their neighbours, or to cre- 
ate animofities between others; wherein they 

have found the knack of being employed, and re- 
ceiving pay, without intereffing themielves in the 
quarrel. Where this will end, God almighty 
knows, and can only prevent the apparent mi£ 
chiefs threatened by it, viz. the univerlal nailery 
and depopulation of Europe. For fince this pra- 
ctice is grown fo general, none of thele kings or 
princes, though endowed with a more peaceable 

Ipirit and better judgment than the reft, dares 
lead the dance, and dilarm, for fear of his armed 
neighbours,- whole neceftities make them wait on- 
ly foran opportunity to fall upon him that is worft 

provided to make ivfiftance: and this is none of 
the leaft calamities which the French tyranny has 
forced upon the world; having reduced all the 
princes and commonwealths of it to this hard 
choice, either to fubmit themfelves to an intoler- 
able foreign yoke, or maintain vipers at home to 
gnaw their own bowels. 

But the confequences of thele unjuft praflices 
have been more pernicious to Denmark, than to 
the French king that let the example: the toad 
may emulate the ox, and fwell; but he lhall fbon- 

er buift than equal him. The one goes on in a 
courle of profperous tyranny; but the other, 

through an ill calculation of his own ftrength, 

which is no way proportionable to his ambition, 
never hitherto throve in any of his attempts upon 

his neighbours. Hamburg is yet a free city, and 
the 
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the duke of Holflein reftored to his pofTeflions; 
whilft Schonen, Halland, Bleking, and Yempter- 
land, remain in the poflelTion of the Swedes; who, 
in taking up arms for their own defence, have had 

the fortune to revenge the injury. And the Danes 
are conftrained to acquielce in the lofs of thole 

their heft provinces, without any rational hopes 
of ever recovering them. 

d lift of the Horfe and Foot in the fervice of 

the king of’TDenmark, which belo?tgedpar- 

ticularly to 'Denmark, Holftein, and 01- 

HORSE. 
. l\Ien. 

REGIMENT of Danifh guards, confining] 
I 

of fix troops, 75 men in each troop, ^ ^ 

lieutenant-general Plefs colonel, with j ^ 

officers of all forts J 

Regiment of Holfiein guards, confifting^ 

of nine troops, each fifty with the offi- > 450 

cers, colonel Bafs j 
Col. Berenfdorf’s regiment, nine troops 450 

Col. John Rantzaw nine troops 450 
Col. Rave nine troops - 450 
Col. Swanwedle nine troops - 450 

Col. Baffium nine troops - 45° 

Col. Nemerfon nine troops - 45° 
Col. Hulft nine troops - 45° 
Col. Sturk nine troops - 45° 
Col. Otto Rantzaw nine troops 45° 
Col. Gam nine troops • 45° 

Total 545° 
Lr 
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DRAGOONS. 

\Raifcd mojl in Norm ay. 

Baron Lyondale colonel - 500 

Col. Bee ... ^00 
Col. Habercas * - 500 

Total 1500 

FOOT. 

Regiment of guards, duke of Wir tern berg") 

colonel 5 1400 

Queen’s regiment, col. Paflaw 1200 
Prince royal’s regiment, col. Crage x 200 
Prince George’s regiment, count Alefeldt 1 too 
Prince Chi Mian’s regiment, brig. Elembergiooo 

Zealand regiment, cbl. Tramp 1200 

Funen regiment, col. Browne 1100 

Kote, that thefe feven regiments were greater, before bat- 
talions were taken out of each of them, which were 
fold to his majefty, and now ferve under the duke 
of Wirtemberg’s command in Flanders. 

Lieutenant-general Schack’s regimept 1800 

Lamfdorf’s regiment 1200 
Regiment of Courlanders, col. Pottcamer 1000 
Marine regiment, col. Gerfdorf 1000 

Oldenburg regiment, col. Bieulo 2coo 

Total 15200 

Kote, That by virtue of a treaty concluded with the em- 
peror, there were lent lately into Hungary part of thg 
foretumed-troops, under the command of colonel P.aut- 
jaw, viz. 
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One battalion of lieutenant-general Schack’s 
regiment. 

One battalion of col. Pottcamer’s regiment. 
One regiment of horie taken from the former 

colonel, and given to one colonel Wyer. 
Colonel Bee’s regiment of dragoons, which 

may be dedufled from the fum total at the end. 

Fuziliers, cannoniers, and bombardiers in 

Deifmark, Norway Holflein, etc. 

Sum total of the foot, befides officers 17000 

A lift of the Forces in Norway. 
Men. 

One regiment of horie, confiding of 

nine troops, commanded by col. Rechle 

One regiment of dragoons, commanded 

by colonel Marlhal 

1256 
FOOT. 

Bergen regiment, col. Ed. Ken 1200 
Aggerhuys regiment, col. Houfman 1000 
Smaland regiment, brigadier Tritftaw 1000 

Upland regiment, col. Brockenhuylen 1000 
Wedland regiment, col. Arnauld 1100 

Dronthem regiment, col. Schults 1200 
A marine regiment - 600 
Two new raifed regiments, one command-7 

> 2000 
ed by col. Bunenberg, the other by _y 

Two free companies at Dronthem 200 

9300 

Relerves - - - 5000 
L 2 
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Thefc referves are fuch as receive no pay in 

time of peace, but are like our militia, only they 

have cloths given them once in two years; and 

are obliged to meet and exercile every Sunday, if 
the weather be fair. 

So that the king of Denmark’s land-1 

forces, conhfling of horle and dra- j> 6950 

gopns, in Denmark, HolAein, etc. j 

Foot in the lame - - - 17000 

Horle and dragoons in Norway - 1256 

Foot in Norway, including the relerves 14300 

In all are 39506 

But if you exclude the relerves, with a-1 

bout 2500 men that were lent to I 

Hungary, the fum total will amount 

to (befides officers of the foot) 

A great regiment of foot, before the battali- 
ons were drawn out of them for the king of En- 

gland’s lervice, confided of nineteen companies; 
and lb it will be again when thefe forces return 
to Denmark. In the guards were a great many 

more. 
The charge of one of thele great regiments of 

foot amounts to 90000 Rix-Dollars a year, thus: 
R D. Stiv. 

j Captain’s pay per month - 20 00 

2 Lieutenants, 11 Rix-Dollars each 22 00 

3 Serjeants ^ Pay 4 R D. ^ to each ? j g 

1 Fourier ^Breadgi Stiv. j *n > 

3 Corporals pay and bread, 3 R D. 32 

Stivers each 
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RD. Stiv- 
2 Carpenters "1 1 

10 Gefreiders 3 R D. 8 Stiv. each f 44 16 

2 Drummers j 

88 Common foldiers, 2 Rix-Dollars 

32 Stivers each 

35° 32 
For nineteen companies - - 6662 32 
The grenadiers have half a Rix-Dollar 

per man more 

This is per month - - 6717 08 

And per year ... 80606 oO 

Each captain hath per month fori 

recruiting, 8 R D. which for 19 |> 1824 00 

companies in 12 months is j 

The colonel hath more than his' 

captain’s pay per month RD. 30 

2 lieut. col. per month more 40 j And in a year 

2 majors per month more - 20!, l68o QO 

And to a regiment are five 

enfigns 

per month 140 j    
Total 84110 00 

The remainder of the 90 thoufand Rix-Dol- 
lars runs up for the other officers, auditor, quar- 
termafter, lurgeon, pow der, fhot, and other necefc 
fary ex pences. 

The common foldier receives but 17 Stivers 
a week; the refi goes for bread, quarters and 
cloths, which they have once in three years from 

L 5 

7 

354 24 

j 234 32 
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head to foot; and in the midft of thofe three years, 
ihoes, ffockings, breeches, firirt, and cravat. It is 
permitted to the common foldiers to work where 

they are quartered; but thenduriligthispermiffion 
their officers receive all the benefit of their pay. 

The foot, both officers and fbldiers, are for the 

jnoft part ftrangers of all countries, whom choice 

or fortune brings thither; Germans, Poles, Cour- 

landers, Dutch, Swedes, Scotch, Irifh, and now 

and then an Engliffi fesmm, whom they make 
drunk after a long voyage, and inveigle him by 

fair promiles, in that humour, to take fome of 
the king’s money. The natives are, through their 
difpirited temper, thought very improper to make 
foldiers; and befides, the landlords, whofe flaves 

they are, can hinder them from entering into the 
king’s lervice, and can remand them, if any 

ffiould offer lb to do; as has been frequently pra- 
ftifod by them, to avoid mifery at home, and to 
exchange one flavery for another. 

The officers of the horfe receive no more pay 

in time of peace, than thofe of the foot. The 
troopers, who are generally natives, and none of 
the bell foldiers, are maintained every one by his 
peafant, who is bound to give him and his horle, 

meat, drink, houfe-room, etc. befides to the value 

of fix (hillings flerling a month ; half of which 
money goes to his colonel towards his mounting. 

The dragoons are in fomewhat a better con- 
dition, becaufe they are not obliged to keep horfe, 

but in time of war; befides, in Holflein they have 
larger pay than in Denmark. 

In Norway the forces coil but little in ccmpari- 
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fon of what they do elfewhere; for befides the 
pay of the officers, and the clothing of the lol- 
diers, not much money is expended; each fingle 
foldier having free quarter amongft the boors. It 
is to be noted, that the officers of this army are, 
for the moff part, fourteen or eighteen months in 
arrear of pay; fo that the beft part of their main- 
tenance is out of the common loldiers fubfiftencc 
money. 

The Names of the general Officers. 

Lieutenant-Generals. 

Count AVedel Marelchal. 
Count Guldenlieu Viceroy of Norway. 
Duke of Wirtemberg. 

Commandant Schack. 

Monfieur Pleffen of the Horfe. 
Monfieur Dumeny. 

Major-Generals. 

Monfieur De Cormaillon. 
Monfieur Mafpack of the horle. 
Mafter of the Ordnance is Col. Monk. 

Thus much (hall fuffice for the land. I come 
now to Ipeak of the fea forces. 

The Names of the Admirals are 

Admiral-General Monfieur Juel. 
Vice-Admiral Bielk. 
Vice-Admiral Spaan. 
Vice-Admiral Gedde. 
Rear-Admiral Hoppe. 

Rear-Admiral Van Stricken. i 
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There are in Copenhagen 3000 Teamen kept 
in conftant pay, who go not to Tea unlefs in time 

of war, but have a certain fmall allowance of mo- 

ney, with a con Rant weekly provifion of ialt- 
flefh, ftock-filh, meal, grout, etc. given them out 
of the public ftore-houtes, for the maintenance of 
themfelves and families. They have moreover 
leveral ftreetsoffinall houfcs, like barraa^ies, built 
regularly for them, by king Chriftian the fourth, 

in one of the out-fleirts of Copenhagen within the 
works ; where they live rent-free, and where they 

leave their wives and children when they go to 
fea. Their bufmefs in time of peace is to work 

on the Holm; which is a large yard with docks 
in it, to build (hipping, over-againft the king’s 
palace in Copenhagen. Here they are employed 
by turns in all laborious works belonging to (hips, 
guns, anchors, cables, drawing of timber, etc. and 

fb painful is this toil efteemed, that criminals of 
the higheft kind are ufually condemned to work 
on this Holm for a certain number ofyears, or dur- 
ing life, according to the nature of the offence. 

Once a year generally, to find exercife for thele, 
fome of the men of war are rigged and equipped 
with their guns, etc. and drawn out of port to fail 

up and down, between that and Elfinore, for three 
or four weeks, or longer,, according as the good 
weather lads. The pay of thefe mariners in 
money is but 8 Rix-Dollars yearly for each ; and 

as fmall as it is, it is fo ill difcharged, that they 
mutinied feveral times of late years, for want of 
it, and even befieged the king in his palace, till 
fome fignal flverity towards the principal muti- 
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neers quelled them. There is ufually a year and 
a half’s arrears owing to them, and often more; 

which is the better born, becaule of their weekly 
allowance in provilion; although that be very 
fcanty, efpecially to futh as have many children 

to feed. 
The bed feamen belonging to the king of 

Denmark are the Norwegians; but mod of thele 
are in the fervice of the Dutch, and have their fa- 

milies edablifhed in Holland, from whence it is 
fcarce likely they will ever return home, unlels 
the Dutch ule them worfe, or the Danes better, 
than hitherto they have done; for the Danilh fea- 

provifion is generally very bad. 
All the officers of the fleet are in condant pay, 

as well in time of peace as war; which makes 
them lefs given to plunder, than thole who make 
ufe of the ffiort time they are in commiffion to 
enrich themlelves as fad as they can. 

» 

A lid of the King of Denmark’s Fleet. 

Ships. 
Chridianus Quintus 
Prince Frederick 
Elephant 
Three Crowns 
Norway Lion 

Prince George 
Cour Prince 

Mercurius 
Mars 
Three Lions 

Drake 

Guns. Men. 
100 6 50 
84 600 
84 600 
84 600 
84 600 
82 600 

82 590 
76 510 
76 500 
70 490 
70 490 
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Ships. 
Charlotta Amelia 
Anna Sophia 

Swan 

Chriftianus Quartus 
Fredcricus Tertius 
Guldenlieu 

Chriftiania 
Oldenburg 

Lintworm 
Slefwick - , 
Face 
Angel 

Ddmenhorfi: 
Swedish Falcon 

Neptune 

Sword-filh 
Tumbler 

Hummer 
Danifh Meremaid * 

Dragon 

White Falcon 
Small Ships and Snows. 

The Tyger. 

New Elephant, a yacht. 
Phoenix Galley, a bomb-boat. 
Minden. 

Guns. Men. 
68 480 

66 470 
66 470 
64 430 
56 400 
56 390 

58 390 
56 360 

49 33° 
42 300 

54 38o 
52 3°° 

5° 3°° 
48 250 
46 220 

44 210 
42 200 

34 160 
30 140 
28 140 

26 120 

Paean. 
Little Elephant, a yacht. 

Swcrmer. 
The Ape. 

No Fire-Ships. 
In all 32 fliips, 1927 guns, 12670 men. 
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This fleet was never fet to fea thus equipped, 
but this is the computation the Danes make of 

their fea-forces; and thus much they fay in cafe 
of ueceflity they are able to perform. 

Some of the biggefl of thefe fhips draw more 
water by five or fix foot at the ftern than at the 
head, which denotes they are broken-backed; 
they are all generally lower mafled than ours, and 

feem mote unwieldy. I believe them more proper 
for the Baltic than the Ocean ; if we except fome 
few of the crullers, and other Ihips which convoy 

their merchant-men to France, Spain, and 

Portugal. 

FortreJjf'es belonging to the king of Denmark. 

ON Bornholm, a fertile ifland in the Baltic-lea, 
neareft to Sweden of any of this king’s dominions, 
are two faflnefles; one an ancient caftle, the o- 

ther a citadel, according to the modern manner 

of fortification, which commands the belt road in 
the ifland called Roena. It was finilhed in the 
year 1689, and has good baflions and out-works. 

Christian’s Oye, about feven Englilh miles 
north-weft from Bornholm, being a number of 
little iflands which inclolcafafe harbour for thirty 

fail; the largeft ille, in form of a crefcent, is well 
fortified. 

In the ifland Mune at Stege, a finall town, is 
an ancient caftle of little defence, where there is a 
garifon. 

In Laland, all that looks like ftrength is the 
town of Naxkew, and an old caftle called Allholm; 
but they are of no great defence. 
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In Zealand, firfi:, the town of Copenhagen is 
well fortified, but the works are only earth. Se- 

condly, the caflle of Cronenburg near Elfinore, 
which is now near finiftnng, and is faced with 
brick: it is an irregular, but good fortification. 
Thirdly, Corfoer, a fmall earthen fortrefs over a- 
gainft Funen. 

In Funen, the town ofNyburg is pretty well 
fortified towards the fea; but towards the land 
the works are out of repair. 

In Holftein there is, firft, Glucftadt, a well for- 

tified town upon the river Elbe, which becaufe of 
its neighbourhood to Hamburg is kept in a good 
condition. Secondly, Cremp, a town within 

three Englifh miles of the former, near the river 
Stoer, in no extraordinary repair. Thirdly, Hit- 
lar Schance on an ifland, twelve Englifh miles 
from Hamburg. Fourthly, Rendsburg, on the 
borders between Holftein and Slefwick, and on 
the river Eyder; this place is now enlarging, the 
bulwarks and outworks are facing with brick; it 

will be a royal fortification, and is the tnoft con- 
fiderable place the king of Denmark has, both 
for firength and fituation. Fifthly, Chrifiian’s 
Prize, or Frederick’s Ort, (for it has two names) 
fituated at the entrance of the haven of the city 
of Kiel on the Baltic. It is commanded by a hill 

one hundred and twelve roods north from it. 
In Jutland, firft, Fredericia, a very well fortifi- 

ed town, being a pafs over the Little Belt. Se- 
condly, Hall, a fmall fortrefs on the northfide the 

entrance of the river that leads to Alburg. T hird- 
ly, at Flatfirand, twenty Englilh miles fouth of 
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the Scagen point, is a Sthance and a finall fort for 
the defence of the haven. 

To the fouthward of the north cape of Lap- 
land is a fort of fix baftions, called Wardhuys. 

And in Norway there is, firft, Dronthem, guard- 
ed to the fea by a ftrong cattle, called Monkholm, 
(where Monfieur Grifl'enfelt is at prefent kept dole 
prifoncr) and to the land by a ftiong citadel. . Se- 

condly, Bergen, a very ttrong place towards the 
fea, and environed with high mountains, which 
make it inacceffible by land. It was here the 
Dutch Eatt India Ihips fheltered themlelves, when 

the Englitli fleet, under the command of the earl 
of Sandwich, attacked them unfuccefs&flly. The 

Danes had patted their word, that they would de- 
liver them up; but fome fcafonable prefents, which 
the Hollanders made at court, prevailed fo far, aj 
to make them break it; which occafioned the 
Hollanders fafety, and our dilgrace. Fourthly, 
Cht iftiania, the capital of Norway; it has a ttrong 

citadel. Fifthly, Larwick, a flight fortification. 
Sixthly, Frederickfiadt, a place which has good 
works, but built on a bad foundation. Seventh- 

ly, Wingar Cattle, a pafs on the borders of Nor- 
way. Eighthly, Frederick’s-hall, a place well 
fbrtified, but much commanded by a hill one 

hundred rood from it. Ninthly, a fort at Fleckero, 
near the to\» n of Ghriflianfandt. 

Im the Eaft-lndies the king has a fmall fortrefs 
called Tranquebar, on the coaft of Coromandel; 
in Guiney another called Chrittianfburg; and a 
third in the ifland of St. Thomas in the Wefl- 
Indies, which commands the only good port in 

[ ,;o M 
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all thole parts, wherein (hips take {belter dining 
the feafbu of the hurricanes. 

O.ve may eafily judge that Inch an army and 
fleet, with fb many fortrelfes, cannot be main- 
tained as they ought, without a very great purle* 

The former chapter gives a jufl account of the re* 
venue; and the military expences may be guefl- 
ed at by this. There is over and above all thefe, 

the charge of the civil lifl, the maintenance of the 
court, king’s children, public minifters, etc. Whe- 
ther the income bears proportion to all thele ex- 
pences, and would be fufficient without the afli- 
flance of foreign money, is left to the determina- 
tion of luch as are fkilled in calculating. 

CHAP. XL 

Of the Court. 

UNDER this head I comprehend the king, 
queen, royal family, minifters of llate, knights of 
the order of the Elephant, and of Dannebrug, 
with other principal officers belonging to the 
court. 

The prelent king of Denmark, Chriflian the 
fifth, is but of a moderate ftature, rather lean than 
corpulent; yet well proportioned, and ftrongly. 

built; his complexion is (anguine; he wears a 
black perriwig; thelines of the lower part of his free 
are not unlike thole of king Charles the lecond; 
his confiitution has been very robull, capable to 
endure, and loving to undergo all manner of fa- 
tigue ; until that within thele few years, having 
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had Tome fits of the gout, he thought it better to 
difpenfe with exercifes which might diflurb his 
cafe; efpecially there being lefs need in time of 
peace of his taking fuch pains as he ealily could, 
and yet would do, were there occafion. He be- 
gan the fix and fortieth year of his age the fifteenth 

of April 1692. His habit is ufually modeft, 
but genteel; he feldom appears at court-times 

with either hat or gloves, though always (after the 
German fafhion) with a good fword girt dole to 
his fide. 

As to his qualities, he is a prince of fingular 
affability and good-nature; temperate, if you con- 
fider the humour of that country; being neither 
luxurious in his meat or drink, and of late years 
very feldom making any debauch. His amours 

have not been many, and in thole he has con- 
tinued very conftant. He is religious as a prince 
ought to be, without doting on his clergy, though 
they feem to adore him: in his own temper a 

lover ofjufiice and moderation ; but often over- 
ruled by thole about him, to whom he leaves the 
whole management, of affairs; becaule he neither 
loves, nor has a genius for bufinefs. He fpenks 

little, unlefs to his minilfers, and immediate ler- 
vants; yet he gives all opportunity and encour- 
agement to others to entertain him; as it were 

emboldening them by a gracious fmile, and ad- 
vancing towards them. He is mailer of three 
languages belides his own, the High and Low 
Dutch, and the French, ufing them with great 
cafe upon occafion He was not bred up to any 
fort of learning, yet takes a particular delight in 

FI 2 
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Geography; and is never better pleafed than 

when an exaft chart of any country, or delinea- 
tion of any fortrefs, is brought to him; his ge- 
nius for war inclining him to love fortification. 
He is of a clear undoubted perfonal courage, as 
has been often demonftrated in the late wars with 
Sweden ; but eafcs himfelf of the greateft part of 
the conduft, which he leaves to his generals, not 
relying on his own judgment either in occafions 

of aflion or negotiations; though it is probable 

the grcatnefs of his courage in the one, and the 
iincerity of his intentions in the other, would pro- 
duce better effedfs, did he fruft himlelf more, and 
others lefs. In fine, he is a very mild and graci- 
ous prince, beloved rather than reverenced by his 

people; who are fenfible that the prefent form of 
government, concurring with a king of a fevere 
tempter, would be altogether intolerable. His 

motto under his arms and cypher is, Pietate et 
juftitia ; and his fubjedls do really believe the pre- 

fervation of thefe to be his true inclinations; and 
that all hardfhips that fall upon them have their 
rile from the miniftry. Therefore they complain 

of his permitting, rather than his adding; and at- 
tribute all the evils they endure, to the eafinefs of 
his temper, and unhappinefs of their prefent con- 

flitution ; which is not redrefled by any advan- 
tages derived from his education. 

The queen, Charlotta Amelia, is a princefs 

that delerves to be mentioned with all honour, 
even though fhe were not of that high quality. 

She is fair, and well-lhaped; her complexion be- 

ing a mixture of flegmatic and fanguine; and al- 
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though fhe be in the forty-firft year of her age, 
continues ftill handfbme. Her carriage is very 
engaging, affable and free; her great accomplifh- 
xnents fecure to her the hearts of her fubjetts, not- 
withfianding her differing from them in religion, 

and flop the mouths of the bigotted Lutherans, 
who would be apt enough to exclaim againfl her, 
did not a moft unreproachtfble life fet her above 
malice. They have made fevcral attempts to 
wound the Calvinift religion through her Tides ; 
but fhe has hitherto fruflrated them all, and pre- 
(erved not only herfelf, but the little French pro* 

teftant church (lately founded in Copenhagen by 
her bounty, and fubfifling through herproteftion) 
from all the aflaults made againft it by perfbns in 
power. And this fhe does the more effeflually, 
through a prudent compliance with the king in 
matters indifferent, going frequently with him 
to the Lutheran fervice and fermons j thereby 
not only (hewing the charitable and good opinion 
fhe has of the public eflablifhed worfhip, but get- 
ting a greater freedom of going every afternoon 
to hear the French miniflers in her own church. 
She is the common refuge of diftreffed people, 
who never fail of their account in approaching 
her. Neither is accefs to her difficult; fhe often 
prevents thofe that have need, and does good be- 

fore fhe be fought unto. In fhort, fhe is filler to 
the prefent Landgrave of HeffeCaffel; worthy of < 

fuch a brother, and the illullrious flock from 
whence fhe proceeds. 

The king of Denmark has five children ; four 

princes and one princefs. Prince Frederick, the 

M 3 
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cldeft, who is alfo called the Prince Royal, is a* 
bout twenty years old. It were to be wifhcd his 

education had been more conformable to his 
qualityfor his former governor, being fomewhat 

pedantic, had infufed a little fliffnefs and formali- 
ty into the pupil, which people, that judge by out- 
ward appearances, are apt to milconftrue pride ; 
but doubtlefs his travels have reformed that ill 

habit. Prince Ghriflian, the fecund Ion, is about 

eighteen years of age, of a more lively and af- 
fable temper than his elder brother, as well as 
taller, and of a more robufl conflitution; much 
addicted to hunting, and riding the great horle j 
he longs for nothing more than to lee and (hew 
himfelf to the w orld. Prince Charles, the third 
Ion, is about nine years old ^ and prince William, 

the fourth, about fix. The former is a very for- 
ward hopeful youth ; the Latter does not yet llir 
out of the nurfery, fo that no judgment can be 
made of him. 

The Princeis Sophia Hedwig is about fixteen, 
a very beautiful fweet-tempered and well educat- 
ed lady; Ihe w as contrafted to the prelent eleflor 
of Saxony her own coufin germain; but the 
match was afterwards broken off. 

The king has, befides thefe, two-natural Ions 
by Mrs. Mote, a citizen’s daughter of Copenha- 
gen, whom he has made countefs of Samfoe (an 
illand which he has given to.here) he lends her 
moreover, as it is confidently reported, 1000 Rix- 
Dollars every Saturday night. The young gen- 
tlemen, her fons, are very handfome and hope- 
ful. The elded is In the lervice of France,.where 
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he has a regiment of horfe, and is called young 
Guldenlieu, to dillinguilh him from the elder, 
who is viceroy of Norway; the king gives him 
the revenue of the poft office. This appellation 

of Guldenlieu is appropriated to the baftard fons 
of the kings: 1 know not whether it began with 
the prefent viceroy of Norway, or not; but it is 
likely to continue hereafter, and a young Gulden- 
lieu will beco ne as neceffary an ornament to the 
court, as an heir of the crown. 

The fecond of the king’s fons, by the countefs 
of Samfoe, is defigned for the fea; and to that 
end has been fent feveral voyages in a man of 
war, under the dheftion of a trufty perfon, in or- 
der to fit him to be one day admiral general. 

His high excellency, count Guldenlieu, viceroy 

of Norwray, and natural brother to the king, will 

be more properly mentioned here, as one of the 

royal family, than when we come to fpeak of the 

minifiers; for though he be one of them, yet he 
cares not to em >ark himlelf deep in the public af- 
fairs, having formerly, in fome occurrences, burnt 
his fingers; he thinks it wifdom rather to enjoy 
his divertifements, and the favour of the king, 

which he now firmly pofieffies. His father, king 
Frederick, loved him fo well, that he once thought 
of making him king of Norway; which has been 
remembered to his prejudice, and obliges him to 
carry himfelf with great care under a govern- 
ment fo arbitrary as this is. He is about fifty-fix 

years of age, has been one of the handfomefi, and 

continues one of the fineft, gentlemen that Den- 
mark has produced; having, to his natural ac- 
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compliftiments, added all the advantages of tra- 
vel, and knowlege of the world. He is a man of 
pleafure, and underflands it in all its refinements; 
his palace, his gardens, his entertainments, man- 

ner of accofting, etc. excelling by many degrees 

any thing that can be found elfewhere in that 
kingdom. He was formerly ambafiador extraor- 

dinary from king Frederick his father to king 
Charles the fecond, who fhewed lixch a particular 
efleem for him, that he made him the partner of 

his pleafures. And this is returned by fo deep a 
fenfe of that king’s kindnels, that he fcarce ever 
mentions his name without great concern. He 

{peaks a little Englilh, and is very obliging to any 

perlbn that belongs to this country, in gratitude 
for the great civilities he received here. 

The king of Denmark’s court, as to pomp and 

magnificence, can hardly be called a royal one; 
the luxury and extravagance of the more South- 

ern courts of Europe having not reached thus 
far North, no more than their riches. It is true 
indeed, fince their good correfpondence with 
France, their manners are fomewhat refined a- 
bove what they formerly were; they affect French 
modes, French fervants, and French officers in the 

army; whereof they have one lieutenant general, 
and one major general, who have quitted France 
for fighting duels there. And this is either real- 
ly true, or at leaft the pretence of fuch as feck 
fervice in foreign countries on purpole to do the 

bufinefs of France; whole interell: they always 
cult vate indufirioufly, though they feem never lb 

much in dilgrace with the prince. 



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 109 

In this court no enfigns of majefty appear, let 
the occafion be never fb folemn, except fuch as 
are military: all thofe which a Handing army 
can afford, fuch as horfe and foot guards, trabands, 
which anfwer out beef-eaters, kettle-drums, and 
trumpets, etc. are there in perfection, and ufed 
every day as much as in a camp: but badges of 
peace, viz. fword of Hate, heralds, maces, chan- 
cellor’s purfe, etc. are not known. 

The king fits down to dinner with his queen, 

children, relations, prime minifters, and general 
officers of the army, till the round table be filled.' 
The court marefchal invites whom he thinks fit to 

eat with the king, fpeaking fometimes to one, fbme- 
times to another, till all have had their turns in that 

honour. A page in livery fays grace before and af- 
ter meat; for no chaplain appears either here or in 
any other of the proteftant courts abroad, but in 
the pulpit. There is a plentiful table; but the 
meat dreffed after their own manner. The king’s 
particular diet, every day, is a loin of roafled veal, 
and his drink Rhenifh-Wine; whereof a filver 
beakerfull Hands at everyone’s plate, which general- 
ly ferves for the whole meal. The attendants are 
one or two gentlemen, and the refl livery fervants. 
Noceremonyof the knee is ufed to theking. The 
kettle-drums and trumpets, which are ranged in 
a large place before the palace, proclaim aloud 

the very minute when he fits down to table. Sun- 
day is his faHing-day, and by his example is fb to 
many of the courtiers. 

Court-times, wherein thofe that have bufi- 
nefs may mofl eafily have audience,-are an hour 
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before dinner conftantly, and fbmetimes before 
fupper. At fuch times the king’s children, do- 
meftic and foreign minilters, officers of the army 
and houfhold, appear in the antichamber and 
bedchamber: thefecompofe the court, and feldom 
amount to above the number of twenty or thirty. 
Few or no gentlemen, that have not employ- 

ments, are feen at court, or in Copenhagen, for 
reafons formerly given. 

The officers of the houflrold are, the marfhal, 
who regulates the affairs of the family, and gives 
the king notice when dinner or flipper is ready 
the comptroller of the kitchen, who places the 

difhes of meat upon the table, and is likewife 
mafter of the ordnance; the mafter of the horle. 

Who looks after the king's Rabies, and ffuds of 

mares, whereof the king has very many, and very 
good, efpecially thofe of one breed particular to 
him, which are light iron-grey, with blackheads, 
tails, and manes. But one forms a nearer idea 

pf the grandeur and revenue belonging to thtfe 
feveral offices, by imagining them like the fame 
in the families offbme of our Englifh noblemen, 
rather than of thofe belonging to Whitehall. 

The maffer of the ceremonies is obliged by 
his employment to be a conffant attendee at 

court. 
But the principal favourite of the king is mon- 

fieur Knute, a Mecklenburger, and only gentle- 
man of the bedchamber. He has been bred up 
all along with the king, as his confident and 
companion in his pleafures; is a civil well-natur- 
ed gentleman, fpeaks no language but his own. 
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and loves leaf! of all the French; meddles rarely 
with public bufmefs, yet when he undertakes any 
thing with the king, feldom fails of fuccefs. 
There are leveral grooms of the bedchamber fub- 
ordinate to him. And the queen has many gen- 
tlemen, fbns of perfons of the beft quality, which 
are attendants upon her, and eight maids of ho- 

nour. 
The king’s miniflers are, firR, monfieur de 

Guldenlieu, who has the precedence at the council- 
board, and in all other commiflions where he is 
employed with the reft; but bufinefs, as I inti- 
mated before, being not his talent, oratleaftnot 
his choice, it is rather out of refpeff to his quality, 
than otherwife, that he is reckoned among them. 

Secondly, count Raventlau, great mafter of 

the game, which is the employment of greateft 
profit in the king’s gift, after the viceroyfliip of 
Norway : he is a native of Holftein, and is looked 

upon as prime minifter; therefore all foreign 
minifters addrefs themfelves to him. He takes 
it not ill to be ftiled fo; though he leems upon 
fome occafions modeftly to decline it. He is very 
affable, civil, and of eafy accefs; a man of plea- 
fure, and an admirer of the fair ftx, as well as 
monfieur de G'ddenlieu: His parts -and learning 
are of a moderate fize ; though of late, through a 

more diligent application to bufinefs, he be much 
improved; fo that he feems to fill worthily e- 
nough thepoft wherein his mafterhas placed him. 
He is about three and forty years of age, his com- 
plexion fair, and his conftkurion robuft ; his in- 
clinatidns were but indifferent towards the French 
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(as being convinced that the low ebb of his coun- 
try’s profperity, and his mafter’s honour, were in 
a great meafure owing to their counfels and pra- 
ctices) till within this year or two, that private 
intereft has reconciled him to that court. The 
benefit of the French traffic during this war (where- 
in he is deeply concerned, as well by feveral fiiip* 
of his own, as by giving protection to others that 
manage that trade) has made him think that it is 
his mafter’s advantage, as well as his, to keep firm 

friendfhip with France. On the other hand, the 
Englifh obfti uCting that traffic, by taking and con- 
fifcating feveral Ihips wherein he was concerned, 
feem to have quite loft his favour. Yet after all, 
it is believed, if he could procure the fame or e- 
quivalent advantages for himfelf and his mafter, 

his inclinations would more willingly lead him to 
accept of them from England than France; but 

the unhappy circumftances of this prefent con- 

juncture do render that matter fcarce poffible. 
Thirdly, baron Juel, younger brother to the 

admiral-general, and a Dane by birth, about fixty 
years old; he is very corpulent, and of a flegma- 
tic complexion; more eafy in his fortunes than 

any about court, which is in part owing to his re- 
markable parfimonious temper. The Danes look 
on him as one of the cunningeft men among 

them, who under ihe difguife of a feeming fim- 
plicity covers a great deal of craft. His words 

are very few and fmooth, and his behaviour civil. 
It is thought that he fees with regret the mifery 
his country is reduced to, as being one of the 

flock of old nobility, who have fuffered by the 
' change 
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change of the conftitution: yet his advice cannot 

be wanted, where there is Inch a icarcity of good 

heads; and therefore he is employed in all dif- 
ficult affairs, which he manages with great dex- 
terity and fuccefs. 

Fourthly, monfieur.Ehrenfchild, a German 

by birth, and formerly lecretary to monfieur Ter- 
lon the French ambafiador at this court, which 
makes him French in his inclinations to this day. 
The king ennobled him, and gave him the name 
of Ehrenfchild, inftead of that of Beerman, by 
which he was formerly known. He is aboutfixty 
five years old, of a weakly conftitution, and there- 
fore moft commonly refides at Hamburg, under 

pretence that the air is neceffary for his health; 
but in reality to manage the king’s affairs with that 
town; wherein is conflantly maintained a faftion, 

which mufl: have life kept in it by the refidence 
of a mi nil ter of quality. Moreover, that city be- 
ing conveniently feated for the correlpondence 

with all Germany, from whence a nearer inlpe- 
Etion may be made into the proceedings of the 
neighbouring princes, as well as the management, 
of the French traffic during this war, it is thought 
neceffiary to keep an able man there. This mon- 

fieur Ehrenfchild has been bred a fcholar after 
the German way, and is well flailed in negotiat- 
ing; wherein he has been conftantly employed 
fince he firft entered into bufinefs. He is efleem- 
ed a cunning man, but has no great reputation of 

integrity; he affects to find out difficulties, and 
is evceilently (killed in prolonging a bufinefs. 

The foreign miaifters call him by the name of 

N 
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Pater Difficultatum, and fay that he has a pecu- 
liar knack in finding in fcirpo. Therefore 
they care not for trearing with him, becaufe he 

values argumentation, and leeks fophifms rather 
than truth, or the decifion of the matter. You 
can never bring him to lay fuch a thing is, though 

it be as clear as the fun; but celapent etre; there- 
by leaving always a hole open to creep out at. 
He hoards up all his money, or puts it into the 
banks of Hamburg and Amfterdam, having fmall 
profpett of a future happy eftablilhment for his 
family in Denmark. And this is the common 
maxim of all the molt intelligent heads in that 
kingdom, as appears by their making few or no 
purchales. 

Fifthly, monfieur Plefien, a gentleman of 
Mecklenburg, and formerly the manager of prince 
George’s revenue in Denmark. He is now the 

Ober-rent mailer, or comptroller of the finances, 

in the room of monfieur Branat, lately removed 

from that employment. The Hate of the finances 

and expences were very much embroiled, and the 

king fome millions of crowns in debt, when he 
undertook the difficult talk offetting things right; 

which it is generally thought he will accomplifh 

as fir as they are capable: and it was high time 
to let lerioully about redreffing affairs, for the 

king’s credit both at Hamburg, and every where 

die, was in a manner abfolutely loll, through the 

ill payment of all affignments. He is about fix 

and forty years old, of a melancholy complexion, 
and weakly confhtution; is elleemed to have a 
good judgment, and to underftund the world; 
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though his diftempers make him fbmetimes par- 

ticular in his humour. He fpeaks four or five 
languages, and Englifh among the reft. His in- 
clinations feem to be rather Englifh than French; 

as well on the account ofhis dependence on prince 
George, as becaufe he is convinced it is more the 
intereft of his mafter to be well with England and 

Holland, than with France. He appears to be 

difintereffed, and is very eafy in his fortunes, 

which confift moft in ready money. In fhort, 
he is a man of bufinefs, and feems to be more 
downright in his manner of dealing than many 
of the reft. 

These five compofe the king’s whole privy 
council. Four of them are conftantly at court, 
and the fifth at Hamburg; by the weekly advices 

of whom the others do for the moft part regulate 
all their deliberations. 

The king in this council determines all affairs; 

deliberates of peace or war, of alliances, and other 
treaties; of taxes, fortifications, trade, etc. wi fl- 
out the intervention of any other perfon, uniefs 
it be the fecretaries of fta e ; who are yet efteem- 

ed here rather as minifterial officers and affiftants, 

than principal counfel ors. There are rour of 

thefe fecretaries, that are not fecretaries of ftate 

in the fenfe that ours in England are, that is to 
fay, prime minifters; but carry the pen, and have 

the management of the bufinefs relating to their 
fcveral provinces. The firft is the fecretary for 

the affairs of Denmark, and is at prefent monfieur 
————The fecond, for the affairs of Norway, is 
monfieur Mote, brother to the king’s miftrefs the 

N a 
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countefs of Samfoe. The third, for foreign af- 
fairs, is monfieur Jeflen ; and the fourth, who is 
fecretary at war, is monfieur Harboe. When 

any thing which concerns the province of any of 
thefe is debated at council, the fecretary it belongs 

to is to be prefent; but monfieur Jeffen never 
miffes, becaufe there is always bufinefs relating to 
foreign affairs ; and the ufu&l times of the fitting 

of the council being after the polls come in, his 

employment is to read all the letters, and to make 

remarks on them. This renders his office more 

confiderable than that of the other fecretaries, and 

makes him enter into the lecrets of the cabinet, 
which pafs for the mofl part through his foie 
management. He has alfo liberty to fpeak his 

fentiments; and becaufe he has been bred a Latin 

fcholar, that, as well as his employment, entitles 

him to the penning of all treaties with foreign 
minifters. Therefore he is conftantly one of the 
commiffioners appointed to treat with them; and 

to whom they are to have recourfe almoft as ne- 
cefiarily as to the prime minifter, who fuffers him- 
felf to be in a great meafure guided by this fecre- 

tary. He is about forty, of a civil behaviour and 

humility, even to affectation ; (peaks four or five 

languages very well, and very much, whereby he 
fometimes gives advantages to thofe that have 

bufinefs with him. He has but a moderate repu- 

tation for fincerity, or parts; yet fo much ufed to 
the road of public affairs, that he cannot be want- 

ed, becaufe they have no fitter man to put in his 
place. He is fon-in-law to monfieur Ehrenfchild, 

by whom he is much governed, and of the fame 
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inclinations as to France. This affinity is a great 
fupport to his fortune, as long as that old gentle- 

man lives; and his diligence in his employment, 
(if there were nothing elfe) will lecure to him his 
port and his prince’s favour; provided always 
that he keep fair with the prime minifter, (as at 
prefent he does) and a£l in concert with him. 

The ordinary diverfions of the court are pro- 
grefles, which are made once a year at leaft, to 
Slefwick, or Holftein, either to make a review of 
fome troops, or to fee the fortifications at Rend- 
(burg; befides (mailer journies to Laland, and 
elfewhere, up and down the country. Thele are 

of no expence to the treafury, becaufe the travel- 
ling waggons and horfes are found by the boors, 
who are alfo to pay their perfonal attendance, and 
be ready for all neceflary fervices. During five 

or fix weeks every fummer, the court removes to 
Jagersburg, a fmall hunting houlte, fituated upon 
a little lake within four EnglHh miles of Copen- 
hagen, and not far from the (ea: and for five or 
fix weeks more it refides at Fredericksburg, the 
chief country palace of the kings of Denmark, a- 
bout twenty Engliih miles from Copenhagen, be- 
gun by Chriflian the fourth, and finhhed by this 

king’s father, Frederick the third. This is that 
houfe which the Danes boall fo much of, and tell 
wonders of the quantity of money it coll in build- 
ing. It is feated in the midft of a lake, the foun- 
dations of it being laid in the water, which pro- 
bably occafioned the greateft part of the exptnce ; 
•you pafs into it over feveral draw-bridges. This 

watery fituation, in fo moifl and cold, a country, 

N 3 
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cannot be approved by the critical in ieats, efpe- 

cially when the rifing grounds about this lake 

(which are clothed with fine v'oods) afforded 
much better places both for health and profpeft; 

but it is the humour of all this kingdom to build 

in the midlf of lakes; which I fuppofe was at firft 
pra£Hfed upon the fcore offlcuriry. ’This palace, 

notwithftanding the great coll: they talk of, is far 

from being magnificent, or well-contrived; for 

the rooms are low, the apartments ill-difpofed, 
the fine chapel much too long in proportion to 
its breadth, and has a gallery over it, which has 
one of the worft-contrived enterances that can be 
imagined. In fine, it falls far fhort of many of 
our noblemens country houfes in England, yet is 

efteemed by the Danes as a None-fuch. There is 

indeed a fine park about it well filled with red 
deer; having large ponds, high trees in great 

quantity, a good bathing houfe, and other country 
embellifhments; fo that it is by far to be prefer- 

red to all the reft of the king’s houfes, which, ex- 

cept thefe two laft mentioned, are for the moft 
part out of repair: that of the fortrefs of Cronen- 

burg near Eliinore, and of Coldingen in Jutland, 

with others, being fcarce habitable, even during 

one fortnight, in the fummer quarter. 

At Fredericksburg the court fpends moft of its 
time in ftag-hunting, for there are few fallow-deer 

in Denmark; during which fport the king allows 
great freedom to his domeftics and minifters, who 
commonly do all accompany him where-ever he 
goes; infbmuch that he feems to lay afide all 
majefty, and the formalities of it, for that feafon: 
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they eat and drink together, the latter fbmetimes 

to excels, after a hard day’s hunting; when as 
loon as dinner is .done, they adjourn to the wine- 

cellar. About five or fix in the afternoon the 
hunting aflizes are Iblemnly held in the great court 
before the palace; the ftag is drawn into the 

miuft of it by the huntfmen, who are ail cloth- 

ed in red, having their great brals hunting-horns 

about their necks; and it is there broken up 
with great ceremony, whilft the hounds attend 
with much noife and impatience. One, that is 
likelieft to give a good gratuity to the huntfinen, 
is invited to take efiay, and prefented with the 
deer’s foot. Then proclamation is made, if any 
can inform the king (who is both lupreme judge 
and executioner) of any tranlgreftion againft the 

known laws of hunting that day committed, let 

him Hand forth and accufe: the acculed is gene- 
rally found guilty; and then two of the gentle- 

men lead him to the ftag, and make him kneel 
down between the horns, turning down his head 
with his buttocks up, and remove the fleirts of his 
coat, which might intercept the blows; then 

comes his majefty, and with a fiuall long wand 

gives the offender fome lalhes on his pofteriors, 
whilft in the mean lime the huntfmen with their 
brafs horns, and the dogs with their loud open- 
ings, proclaim the king’s juftice, and the criminal’s 
punilhment: the whole feene affording diverfion 

to the queen, ladies, and other fpettators, who are 

always afffting, and ftand in a circle a: out the 
place of execution. This is as often repeated as 

there happen to be delinquents; w'ho as (bon as 
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the chaftifement is over, rife up and make their 

obeifance, 
proudly boafting 

Of their magmfiant rib-roajiing. Hudie. 

After all is done, the hounds are permitted 
to fall to, and eat the deer. 

At another fcafon, fwan-hunting is the royal 
paflime. The wild Avans haunt a certain fmall 
ifland not far from Copenhagen, and breed there: 

about the time that the young ones are near as big 

as the old, before their feathers are grown long 
enough to fly, the king, with the queen, ladies, 

and others of the court, go to the killing of them j 

the foreign minifters are ufually invited to take 

part in this (port: every perfon of condition has 
a pinnace allotted to him; and when they come 

near the haunt, they furround the place, and in- 
clofe a great multitude of young Avans, which 
they deftroy with guns till they have killed fbme 

thoufands. "What is killed by the whole com- 
pany is brought to the court, which challenges 

the feathers and down of thefe birds, the flefli of 

them being good for nothing. 
On Shrove-Tuefdays the king, queen, royal 

family, home and foreign minifters, and all other 
perfbns above mentioned, that ufually compofe 
the court, clothe themfelves in the habit of the- 
North-Holland boors, with great trunk-hofc, 
fhort doublets, and large blue thrum-caps, the 

ladies in blue petticoats, and odd head-drefles^ 

etc. Thus accoutered they get up in their wag- 
gons, a man before and a woman behind, which 

they drive themfelves, and go to a country vil- 
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lage called Amak, about three Englilh miles from 
town ; where they dance to bagpipes, and fqueak- 
ing fiddles, and have a country dinner, which 

they eat out of earthen and wooden platters, with 

wooden fpoons, etc. and having palled the day 
in thefe divertifements, where all are equal, and 
little regard had to majefty, or other quality, at 
night they drive in like manner home again; and 
are entertained at a comedy and magnificent fup- 

.per by the viceroy Guldenlieu; fpending the re- 
mainder of the night in dancing in the fame ha- 
bits, which they put not off all that day. 

Every winter, as foon as the fnow is firm e- 
nough to bear, the Danes take great delight in 
going in lieds; the king and court firft giving 
the example, and making leveral tours about the 

town in great pomp, with kettle-drums and trum- 
pets; the horfes which draw the lieds being rich- 
ly adorned with trappings, and harnefs full of 
fir.all bells, to give warning to fuch as Hand in 

the way. After the court has been abroad, the 
burghers and others trot about the ftreets all 

night, wraped up in their fur gowns, with each 

his female in the lied with him; and this they e- 

fteem a great and plealant palfime. 
In travelling to Fredericksburg, Jagersburg, 

and many other places from Copenhagen, there 
are two highways; one the common road, which 
is ufually bad; the other the king’s high-way, ve- 

ry fair and even, peculiar to the court, and fuch 
as it has a mind to favour in bellowing on them 
a. key to open the feveral gates that are upon it. 

In this chapter of the court, it will not be im- 
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proper to take notice that there are in Denmark 

two orders of knighthood, viz. that of the Ele* 
phant, and that ofDannebrug; the former is ve- 

ry honourable, and the companions of it are of 

the higheft quality, or extraordinary merit. Their 

badge is an elephant with a caflle on its back, fet 

with diamonds, and hung on a watered fky-co- 
Joured ribband, worn as the George is in En- 
gland. The latter is the honorary reward of in- 
ferior gentlemen or noblemen; their badge is a 
white ribband with red edges, worn over the 

contrary fhoulder with a finall crofs of diamonds 

hung to it, and an embroidery on the breaft of 

their coats like a ftar, in which is the motto, 
Pietate et juftitia. They fay that the order of 

the Elephant was inllituted about two hundred 
and ten years ago by king Chriftian the firft, at 

the wedding of his fbn. 

4 lift of the prefent companions of it foilon/s* 

The king, (bvereign of the order. 

THE prince royal. 
Prince ChrifHan. 

Prince Charles. 

Prince George. 

The king of Sweden. 
Elector of Brandenburg. 
Elector of Saxony. 

Viceroy Guldenlieu. 
Duke of Holftein. 

Duke of Holflein his brother. 

Landgrave of Hefle. 
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Count Rantzaw of Bredenberg. 
Duke of Holftein Ploen. 

Duke of Holftein Norburg. 

Duke of Holftein Brieg. 
Landgrave of Hefle Hombourg, 

Markgrave of Anfpach. 

Markgtave of Baden Durlach. 

Duke of Ooftfrize. 
Duke of Saxe Cobourg. 

Prince Frederick of Saxe. 

Duke of Wirtemberg. 
The marelchal count Wedell. 
Count Raventlau. 

Count Alefeldt. 
Admiral general Juel 
Baron Juel. 
Juftin Hoeg under-viceroy of Norway. 
Godtlke van Buckval, a gentleman of Holftein. 

Monfieur de Ginkle, earl of Athlone. 

They pretend that the order ofDannebrug is 
more ancient, and recount many fables of its o- 
riginal, viz. that one king Dan faw a white crofts 
with red edges defcend from heaven, and there- 

upon inftituted the order, and gave it this com- 

pound name, from Dan, and Brug, which ligni- 
fies painting. The knights of this order are al- 

moft as common here, as baronets with us, and 

therefore I omit their names. 
The following ordinance for rank and prece- 

dency was publilhed in Danifh and French, anno 
1680 But moft of the officers therein mark- 
ed # are now vacant. 
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ORDONNANCE 

Pour les R A N G S du Royaume de 

DANEMARC. 

I 

LES enfans natureh des rots. 

IL 

x. * Le grand chancelier. 

2. * Le grand treforier, dit fchatz-meifler. 
3. * Le grand rennet able de Nor'wegue. 

* Le general marechal de camp. 

5. Le general admiral. 

6. Les comtes qui font confeiUers privez. 

7. Les chevaliers de /’ Elephant qui font confeillers 
privez, ou qui tiennent mane rang avec eux. 

8. * Les autres connutables. 
9. Le vice-chancelier. 
10. * Le vice-treforier. 

11. Les vice-connetahles. 

12. Les autres confeillers privez. 

HI. 

1. * Le grand maifre de V artilkrie. 
2. * Le grand marechal lieutenant. 
3. Le general admiral lieutenant. 

4. Les generaux de cavalerie et d’ infanterie. 

5. Les generaux lieutenants de cavalerie et d’ in- 
fanterie. 

IV. 

T. Les comtes qui font fails comtes, ou naturalifez 
par le roy. 

2. Les 
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ORDINANCE 

For Rank and Precedency in the King- 

dom of DENMARK. 

l. 
THE king’s natural children. 

II. 
1. * The high chancellor. 
2. # The high treaforer, called Schatz-meifter. 
3. * The high conftable of Norway. 

4. * The marfhal de camp general. 
5. The admiral general. 
6. The counts who are privy-counlellors. 

7. The knights of the Elephant who are privy- 

counlellors, or hold the lame rank with them. 
8. * The other confhbks. 

9. The vice-chancellor. 
10. * The vice-treafurer. 
11. The vice conftables. 
12. The other privy-counfellors, 

m. 
1. * The great mafter of the ordnance. 
2. * The great lieutenant marfhal. 

3. The lieutenant general admiral. 

4- The generals of cavalry and infantry. 
5- The lieutenants general of cavalry and in- 

fantry. 

IV. 

^ie counts who are created counts, or natu- 
ralized by the king. 

O 
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2. Les barons quifont faits barons, ou naturalifez 
par le roy; et enfuite les chevaliers de Danne- 
brug, on Cordons blances. 

V. 

t. * Le grandmarechal de la cour. 

1. * Le premier feeretaire prive, et d' etat, 
3. Le premier gentilhomme de la chambre. 

4. Le grand maijlre des ecuries. 
5. Le grand veneur. 

6. * Le grand echanfon. 

VI. 

1. Les confeillers d' etat. 
2. Les confeillcrs de la jujlice. 

3. Les commandears dcs diocefes, et le treforier. 

ATI. 

X. Les generaux majors, les admiraux, le general 
commiffaire de /’ annee, les colonels des gardes 

du corps ou trabans. 

2. Les brigadiers. 
3. Le marechal de la cour. 

VIII. 

1. Les confeillers de la chancellerie. I.es envoyez 
extraordinaircs du roy, ei le maijlre des cere, 

monies. 

2. Les confeillers de la chambre des comptcs, le 
procureur general. 

3. Les confeillers de guerre. 
4. Les confeillers de /’ admirautf 

g Les confeillers de commerce. 
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2. The barons who are created barons, or natu- 
ralized by the king. And after them, the 
knights ofDannebrug, or ofthe W hite Ribband. 

V. 
1. * The great mar/hnl of the court. 

2. # The firfl privy lecretary, and fecretary of 
Rate. 

3. The fh-ft gentleman of the bed-chamber. 
4. The great matter of the horfe. 

5. The great huntfman. 
6. * The great cup-bearer. 

VI. 

1. The counfellors of ftate. 

2. The counfellors of juttice. 
3. The commanders of dioceles, and the trea- 

furer. 

VII. 
1. The majors general, the admirals, the com- 

mittary general of the army, the colonel* of 
the life guards or trabants. 

2. The brigadiers. 

3. The marfhal of the court. 

VIII. 
1. The counfellors of the chancery, the king’s 

envoys extraordinary, and the matter of the 
ceremonies. 

2. The counlellors of the chamber of accompts> 
the attorney general. 

3. The counlellors of war. 
if. The counfeilors ofthe admiralty. 
5. The counlellors of trade. 

O 2 
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IX. 
1. Le fur-intendant de Sceland. 
2. Le confejjmr du roy. 
3. Lerefleurdel'academe,l'anneequ'ilejlrefteuri 

le prejident de la ville de Co-pcnhague* 

X. 
1. Les colonels des regimens dcs gardes a cheval 

et a pied, les vkc-admiraux, les colonels de 
l' drtillerie. 

2. Les autres colonels de cavalerie ou d' infanterie. 

3* Les heutenans colonels des gardes du corps on 
trabans, et apres eux les bailliffs. 

XI. 
1. Les gentilshommcs de la chambre du roy et de la 

reiue. 
2. Le maijlre de /’ ecure. 

3. Le veneur du roy. 

4. Le fecretaire de la chambre du roy. 
5. Le fecretaire de la mi lice. 
6. Le grandpayeur. 

XII. 
1. Les affeffeurs de la hautejufice; les confeillers 

d' affiance en Norivcgue, et les fur-intendans 

des autres provinces. 
2. Les juges provinciaux. 

XIII. 
1. Les generaux audit curs, les maiflres generaux 

des quartiers. 

2. Les Ueutenans colonels, fcout-by-nachts, et ma- 
jers des gardes du corps cu trabands. 

XIM. 
I. Les ajfejfeurs de la chancelerie, ct de la juflicC 

de la cour de Norvecgue. 
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IX. 

1. The fuperintendant of Zealand. 
2. The king’s confelibr. 

3. The rector of the academy for the time being; 
the prefident of the city of Copenhagen. 

X. 
1. The colonels of the regiments of horle and 

foot guards, the vice-admirals, the colonels 
of the artillery. 

а. The other colonels of horfe and foot. 
3. The lieutenant-colonels of the life-guards Of 

trabants, and after them the bailiffs. 
XI. 

1. The gentlemen of the king and queen’s bed- 
chamber. 

2. The mafter of the horfe. 
3. The king’s huntfman. - 

4. The lecretaryof the king’s chamber. 
j. The fecretary of the militia. 
б. The chief pay-mafter. 

XII. 
1. The affiflants of the high court of judica- 

ture, the afliiiant councilors in Norway, and 
the fuper-intendants of the other provinces. 

2. The provincial judges. 
XIII. 

I. The auditors general, the quarter-mafters 
general. 

2- The lieutenant-colonels, rear-admirals, and 
majors of the life-guards or trabants. 

XIV. 
j. The afliftants of the chancery, and of the 

court ofjuftice in Norway. 

O 3 
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2. Les ajfejjeurs du canjiftolre, les bourgmeijlers dc 
Copenhague, et le mtdecln du roy. 

3. Les ajfejjeurs de le ckambre des ccmpies, et 

apres eux les commijpurs des provinces. 
4. Les ajjejjeurs du college de guerre. 
g. Les ajjejjeurs du college de /’ admiraute. 

6. Les ajjejfeurs du college de commerce. 

XV. 

Les maijlres dead fine, les gentilshommes de lac our, 

les generaux adjutans, les majors, les capitaines 
des gardes a cheval, les capitaines commandeurs 

des vaijjeaux. 

X\T. 

j. Les fecretaires de la chancelerie, et de la jtt- 
ftice. 

2. Le fccretaire de la chambre des comptes. 

3- Le fecretaire du college de guerre. 
4. Le fecretaire de /’ admirauti. 

5. Le fecretaire du commerce. 

IIy a a obferver que quandplujieurs charges font 
nominees enfemble, et qu'elles nefontpas diflinguees 
de quelque numero a part, ils prendront le rang eli- 
tre eux felon qu'ils font premiers en charge. 

Les miniftres duroy quipoffedent quel que s charges 
qui ne font pas nominees dans cette ordonnance, re- 
tiendront lememe rang qu'ils out eu jufques icy; et 

ceux a qui le roy a deja donni ou donnera le rang 

4e confeiller prive,jouiront du memo rang que s’ils 

Vetoient effeClivement. 
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2. The afliftants of the confiftory, the burgo- 
mafters of Copenhagen, and the king’s phyfician. 

3. The alliliants of the chamber of accompts, 
and after them the commiflaries of the pro* 
vinces. 

4. The aliiflants of the court-marfhal. 
5. The affiliants of the court of admiralty. 
6. The alliftants of the commiflioners of trade. 

XV. 
The matters of the kitchen, the gentlemen of the 

court, the adjutants general, the majors, the 
captains of the Horfe-guards, the captains of 

men of war. 

XVI. 

1. The fecretaries of the chancery and of the 
court ofjuttice. 

2. The lecretary of the chamber of accompts. 
3. The lecretary of the court-marlhal. 
4. The lecretary of the admiralty. 

5. The fecretary of trade. 

It mutt be oblerved that when leveral perlbns 

in office are named together, and are not dittin- 

guiffied by a leparate figure, they take place 

among themfelves according to the date of their 
commilfions. 

The king’s minitters, who hold offices that are 
not mentioned in this ordinance, fhall keep the 
lame rank they have hitherto enjoyed; and thofe 
to whom the king has given, or ffiall give, the 
title of privy counfellors, fnall have the fame 
rank as if they were really and efftdiually fuch. 
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Ceux quipojjcdent effeftivement quelques charges, 
auront le rang avant ceux qui en ont ftukment le 

litre, ct tie font point de fonciion. 

Ceux que le roy difpenfe de tie plus exercer lews 
charges, retiendronipourtant le mane rang qa'ils 

avoient eu exer$ant lews charges; et Ji quelqu’un 
prend une autre charge de moindre rang que fa pre- 

miere n'etoit, il retiendra pourt ant le rang de la pre- 
miere. 

Les femmes fe regleront ainji: apres les com- 
teffes fuivront les gouvernantes, et demoifelles de la 
chamhre, et de la coar, pendant qu'elles font en fer- 
vice; apres dies les femmes de confeillers privez, 

et de ceux qui ticnnent rang avec eux; enfuite les 
haroneffes et autres femmes felon la condition de 

lews maris, tant de leur vivant qu'apres lew 

mart, pendant qu'elles demeureiit veuves. 
La noblejfe qui n'a point de charge, et les capi- 

taines de cavalerie et d' infanterie, et autres per- 
fones ecclefiafliques et feculieres, tiendront le pas 
entre eux comme ils ont fait auparavant. 

Sur quoy tous aurout fe regler fans peine de la 

perte de la faveur royal. Et Ji centre toute ej'pe- 
rance il fe trouve quelqu'un qui defapropre autho- 

rity fajfe quelque chofe centre cette ordonnance, il 
pay era tout aujfi-tot qu'il fera convaincu d'un tel 

crime Vamende de milk reichs-thakrs; et outre, 
fera pourfuivi par k general fifeal du roy, comms 
violateur des ordres royaux. 

Fait a Copenhague, le 31 Decembre 1680 
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They, -who attually exercife an office, {hall have 
the precedency before Inch as have only the title 
©fit, and do not officiate. 

They whom the king difpenfes with from ex- 
ercifing their offices, (hall yet keep the fame rank 
they had when they affuajly exerciied them; and 

if any one takes another office of an inferior rank 

to that he had, he fhall neverthelefs hold the rank 

of the former. 
The precedency with refpeft to women fhall 

be thus: after the countefies follow the gover- 

nefies, and ladies of the bedchamber, and of the 
court, while they are in waiting ; next come the 

wives of privy-counfellors, and offuch as have the 
fame rank with them: afterwards the baronefies, 
and other wives, according to the rank of their 

hufbands when living, and alfo after their deaths 
while they continue widows. 

The noblefle [nobility and gentry] who have 

no offices, and the captains of the horfe and foot, 

and other perfons ecclefiaftical and fecular, fhall 
hold among themfelves the fame rank they did 
formerly. 

To thefe regulations all perfbns are to conform, 

on pain of forfeiting the royal favour. And if] 
contrary to all expectation, any one fhould, of 
his own authority, aCt or do any thing contrary 

to this ordinance, he fhall immediately, after be- 
ing convifted of luch crime, pay a fine of one 
thoufind Rix-Dollars; and moreover be profecuted 
by the king’s attorney-general, as a tranfgrelTor 

of his majefty’s royal orders. 

Given at Copenhagen, December 31, 1680, 
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CHAP. XII. 

eT'he ‘Difpofition and Inclinations of the King 

of ‘Denmark towards his Neighbours. 

THE kingdoms and Rates which border upon 

the king of Denmark, are, towards the north and 
north-eaft, the territories belonging to Sweden; 
towards the fouth, the duke of Holflein’s part of 
Slelwick and Holftein, the city of Hamburg, and 
the dutchy of Bremen : towards theweftandfouth- 

weft, England and Scotland; which are ftparat- 

ed from them by the main oceari: towards the 

fouth-eaft the dukedoms of Saxe Lawenburg, of 
Mecklenburg, and of Lunenburg. The domini- 

ons of Brandenburg, etc. lie allb this way not far 

diflant from them. 

Between the king of Denmark, and moft of 
thele neighbours, it may be faid in general, that 
there always is a reciprocal jealouly and diftruft, 

which often breaks out into open hofHlities; with 

thofe nearer more frequently, with the remoter 
mote leldom, according as the occafions of quar- 

rel or revenge do happen. 
ENGLAND.] The interpontion of a vaft o- 

cean has hitherto kept the Danes in pretty good 

terms with England and Scotland, and the trade 
they have with thole kingdoms is very conlidera- 

ble to them. Their maritime forces are in no 
mealiire lufficient to cope with us and others con- 

cerned, otherwile they have had a good mind to 

challenge the lole right of the Greenland whalc- 

fifbing; as pretending that country to be a dif- 
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covery of theirs, and therefore to belong to them. 
Since the prefent wars with Fiance and our 

ftrift union with the Hollanders, they have fhewn 
themfelves extreme jealous of our greatnefs at fea, 
fearing left we ftiould ingrofs and command the 
whole trade of the world; and therefore have 
favoured France on all occafions as much as they 
durft, furni/hing it with naval ftores and other 

commodities which it wants. And for this rea- 
fon (notwithftanding their fcarcity of money) 
they will hardly be perfuaded either to lend or 
fell any more forces to the confederates. Neither 

is it to be doubted, but that as well to keep the 

balance of the lea-power even, as to lecure the li- 

berty of their commerce, which brings them in 
great gains, they will leave no ftoue unturned to 
do us a mifchief, in order to humble us to fuch a 
degree as may put them out of fears that we fhall 
give law to the ocean. To this end they have 
entered into ftrifler alliances with Sweden of late, 
for a mutual vindication of open commerce, than 
the natural animolities between thofe northern 
crowns did feem to admit of; but the prefent 
apparent necellity of reftraining within bounds 

our growing united pow'er at lea, works more pre- 
valently with them both, than the ancient hatred 
w'hich they retain for each other; and which may 
break out again, as foon as they are out of fear 
of us. 

SWEDEN.] For Sweden is the moft power- 
ful, moft dreaded, and neareft neighbour of Den- 
mark; the territories of that king lie as it were at 

ihe gates of Copenhagen, the capital city, and 
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may be fcen from the very bedchamber of this 
king, ever fince the Danes loft three of their beft 

provinces on the other fide the Baltic: fo that as 
•well the relentment of part injuries, as the dread 
of future mifchiefs from the greatnefs of Sweden, 

on the one fide; the confcioufnels of being vio- 
lent pofteflbrs of another’s right, the certainty of 

theh being hated and envied for thole acquifitions, 
the fear of lofing them in cafe Denmark grow 
powerful, on the other; are unfurmountable ob- 
jftacles to any firm friendlhip between thele two 
crowns. The ancient quarrel, like a wound ill 

healed, is but fkinncd over, and fefters at the bot- 
tom ; although our equally difobliging them in 
the interruption of their traffic, has made a greater 
Rep towards their mutual reconciliation, than w as 
thought to be prafticable. But whenever we 
pleafe to carefs the one at the expence of the o- 
ther, this leeming knot w ill dilcover the weaknels 

of its contexture, and probably diftblve of itlelf. 

Neither is the alliance, by the king of Sw’e- 
<len’s having married the other’s filler, of any 
moment towards a good correlpondence, but ra- 

ther the contrary*. The king of Sweden, though 

a very virtuous prince, fhew's coldnels and indif- 
ference enough (upon this account, as it is thought) 
towards his queen, who is a very accomplilhed 
princefs; and either has, or thinks he has, realbn 
to avoid .a further matrimonial tie with the Dane: 
therefore he chole rather to contrail his only 
daughter with the young prince ofHolftein Got- 

torp, 

* apud emesrdcs •viiicula car: tat is, incitamenta irariim apud 
iuftnfos erant. Tacit, lib. 1. Aimal, 
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torp, vhofe eflates are in a manner wafted and 
ruined, than with the prince royal of Denmark; 

for having but one fon, in ca(e of whole death 
this daughter would be heirefs of his crown, he 
thinks it not prudence to leave it to fo near a 

hazard and probability, that the Dane may be 
one day mafter of both kingdoms. 

Upon the foundation of this mutual jealouly 
are built the friendlhips and enmities which each 
of them (but elpecially Denmark) have with moft 

of their other neighbours, and the reft of the 
German princes. And upon this account it is 
principally that the animofity is fo great between 
this crown and the princes of LUNENBURG; 

with v horn, on the contrary, the Swede has al- 
ways kept a good correfpondence, that upon oc- 
cafton of any attack made on his territories in the 
circle of Lower Saxony, or in Pomerania, (which 
are loked upon by the reft of the German princes 
with an evil eye) he may (ecure to himfelf the 
alfiftance of that powerful family againft the Dane 
or Brandenburger; therefore the neighbourhood 
of the Lunenburg princes will always be griev- 

ous to, and fo foe tied by, Denmark, which will 
obftruft, by all means it can, the acceffions either 
of territories or honours to that family. So that 
it is not to be fuppofed that the Dane will quiet- 
ly fit down with the duke of Zell’s thrufting him- 
felf into the poftellion of the dutchy of Saxe 
Lawenburg, which borders immediately upon 
Holftein; nor with the determination of the im- 
perial diet in favour of the ninth electorate con- 

ferred on the duke of Hanover. On the othet 
P 
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hand, it is thought that the Swede, in order to the 
further curbing of Denmark, will uphold the 
Lunenburg family in its acquilitions; in the mat- 

ter of the electorate openly and above-board ; in 

the other of Saxe Lawenburg fecretly, becaule of 
the invalidity of the title of that family to that 

dutchy; which leems to be no longer good,’than 
it can be maintained by force or connivence. 

HAMBURG.] The princes of Lunenburg 
have alfo hitherto feconded the Swedes intentions, 

in being the guardians of Hamburg, upon which 
city the king of Denmark calls a longing look, 

and has made frequent attempts. His pretenfions 

to it, as part of his dutchy of Holftein, are none 

of the weakeft; but his arms and councils, in or- 
der to the reduction of it under his power, have 

been unfuccefsful. He encourages his new town 
of Altena (which is built dole under its walls) as 

a rival, and which one day may be a curb to it. 
And in truth, this rich city has great reafon to be 

jealous of fuch a neighbour, whole chiefell ambi- 
tion is to deftroy its liberty, and render himlelf 
its mailer. But the duke of Zell (w'hole territo- 
ries lie next) has always lome forces polled near 
enough to prevent the king of Denmark’s defigns 

upon it; therefore this city pays a great deal of 
rel'peft to thole princes, whom it looks on as its 
bell proteflors. With the other German princes 
it keeps alfo as good a correlpondence as polTiblej 
and they on their part Ihew an affeCtion to the 
liberty of that city, the reduction of which, un- 
der the power of the Danes, would be extremely 

Inconvenient to them, as well, upon the Lore of 
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the trade of great part of Germany, whereof iris 
the (eat and principal mart by its convenient fitua- 

tion on the river Elbe; as upon the (core of the 
great addition fuch a conquell would make to the 

power of the Danes; who are ufually ill neigh- 
bours when they are weak, but would be inlup- 
portable were their force proportionable to their 
inclinations. 

BRANDENBURG.] Nor would the Branden- 

burgers with that this city, or the town of Lu- 
beck, fhould have any mailer; but would endea- 

vour to their utmoll to fruftrate attempts upon 
them. And yet the eleflor of Brandenburg is e- 
lleemed the firmed ally the king of Denmark 
has; for their common interell to prevent the 
greatnefs of the Swedes, (whereof they are equal- 
ly jealous and fearful) unites thefe two pi inces 

flronger than any tie of blood could do. The 
ducal PrulTia, and that part of Pomerania which 

belongs to Brandenburg, lie open to the Swedes; 
and the lead tranlport of forces from Sweden to 
Germany fide of the Baltic, gives a terrible alarm 
to all the neighbours. They cannot forget the 
drange fuccelfes of Gudavus Adolphus, nor the 
encroachments of Sweden in the late wars; nei- . \ 
ther can they be otherwife perfuaded, but that 
there is always impending danger of the like at- 
tempts from the fame nation, abounding in foldi- 

ers, and ruled by a frugal, diligent, and aftiye 
young king. So that, as I laid before, their com- 
mon danger makes them drangely concur in this 

defign of keeping the Swede within his due 
bounds, although in other matters feme dilagree- 

P 2 
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ment may happen between them; as may be 
more particularly inftanced in the aftair of St. 

Thomas’s ifland, and in the Brandenburgers en- 
deavours to force the Dane to a refHtution of the 

duke of Holftein Gottorp to his country; which 
was lb happily accomplifhed by his'majefly of 
Great Britain, the very firft year of his exaltation 

to the throne. 
HOLSTF.IN.] The duke of Holftein Gottorp 

(whom I have purpofely mentioned laft of thole 

princes that confine with Denmark, that I may 

have an opportunity to (peak more amply con- 

cerning his cale) is nearly related to the king of 
Denmark, both by -conlanguinity and affinity. 

They are of the fame family of Oldenburg; the 
ancefior of the prelent duke refufed the kingdom 
of Denmark, in favour of the anceflor of the 
king, whom he recommended to the people’s e- 

lecHon. This duke is married to the king’s fi- 
fter, by whom he has iffiue a very hopeful prince. 

His territories are intermixed both in Slelwick 
and Holftein with the king’s, but much to his 
dilquiet and inconvenience; for ambition knows 

no bounds, elpecially when joined with power 
fufficient toopprefs a weak opponent. The king 
thought it for his intereft (and that is elteemed 

realbn enough with moll: princes) to be mailer of 

the whole country; which the duke being fen- 
fible of, and convinced that the firfl convenient 
opportunity would be taken to difpolfefs him ; to 

1 ecu re himfelf, cultivated as frong a friendffiip as 
he could with the king of Sweden his brother-in- 

law, and one who upon many accounts was bound 
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to hinder the greatnefs of the Danes. 1 et this 
confederacy reached no farther, nor was ever in- 
tended to be made uie of by the duke otherwile, 

than as a defenlive guard, the reputation whereof 
might poffibly flicker him from oppreflion. For 
the duke was of himlelf much too weak to oppofe 

the king, and the fuccours of the Swede too far 
diftant to fruftrate a fudden attempt, to which he 
Isy conftantly expofed. But in regard that at 

long-run this alliance would ftand him in great- 
eft ftead, as he has found by experience, it was 

always moft carefully cherifhed and maintained 
on the duke’s part, and no lefs on the king’s, who 
did, and ever will, think it of great advantage to 

him to uphold the duke of Holftein in his lawful 

rights; and no lefs detrimental to his enemy; 

this duke being the fevereft thorn in the foot of 
the king of Denmark, and the greateft mortifica- 
tion to him that can poflibly be imagined ; whom 

now of a near kinfman and brother, by his ill u- 
fage he has made an utter enemy, that, notwith- 
ftanding the prelent compofure of differences, 

can neither truft him, nor be trufted by him. 
For the better underftanding of which, it will not 
be amifs, in another chapter, to give a ftiort ac- 

count of the proceedings in that whole matter. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

tThe Manner of difpoffejfing and reflorlng ihs 

‘Duke of Holftein Gottorp. 

THE affairs between the king and duke being 
on the terms above mentioned, that is to fay^ 

ambition and reafon of Rate guiding the defigns 

of one party, fear and weaknefs of the other, 
hatred and diftruR of both; there feemed to be 
wanting nothing but a fair opportunity to put in 
pradfice what had been long projected by the 

Danes, which at length happened in the year 

»67.5- 
Among other differences which remained to be 

adjufted between the king and duke, the fucceili- 
©n to the counties of Oldenburg and Delmenhorfl 

was the greateft. This was at length left to the 
determination of the imperial court; but whilR it 

was under debate there, feveral meetings between 
the minifters of Denmark and thofe of Gottorp 
were appointed, in order to an amicable compo- 

fiire of this and all other quarrels; v'hich meet- 
ings were principally fought after by the king, 
with all the feeming defires of amity, and appear- 
ances of friendlhip imaginable, the better to lull 
the duke into fecuiity, and a perfuafion of the fm- 
cerity of his intentions. Sometimes an equiva- 
lent for the foie poflefEon of thofe counties was 
propofed and hearkened to, and the whole matter 

itemed to want nothing but fair drawing up, and 
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the ratification. At other times frefh difputes a- 

rofe touching the taxes of tlte dukedoms of SJti- 
■wick and Holftein, whereof the king challenged 
the greater part to himfelf, in proportion to the 
fhare of forces which he maintained for defence 
of the country. On the other fide, the duke in- 
filled on it, that the taxes ought equally to be di- 
vided ; and if the king kept up more troops than 
were necelfary, that did not any way prejudice 

his right to an equal (hare of the revenues, efpe- 
cially fince the king’s undertakings were managed 

neither with any previous communication with, 

or conlentof, the duke; nor were agreed unto by 
the Rates of the dukedom; both which by ancient 
treaties ought to have been done. But this ball 
was either kept up or let lall, according to the 

circumflances of affairs abroad, which the Danes 

had a watchful eye upon, at the fame time that 

they treated with the duke. 
For the Swedes having taken the part of 

France againfi the empire, were at this time en- 
gaged in a war with the eleftor of Brandenburg. 
And the Danes, who had long lince refolved to 

break with Sweden, thought no time fo proper al 
this to revenge their ancient quarrel, and to re- 
gain their loR provinces. But looking upon the 
duke of Holfiein as a friend to Sweden, and a 
main obfiacle to their intentions, they durfi not 
march their army out of the country, till they 
had fo ordered matters as to apprehend no danger 
from him. 

A deep dilfimulation wasneceffary to the car- 
rying on this defign upon the Swedes and ho ale 
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of Gottorp; and was made ufe of with fo much 
addrefs, that the Swedilh ambaffador, who was 
then refiding at Copenhagen, and negotiating a 

marriage for the king his mafier with the daugh- 

ter of Denmark, wascareded in an extraordinary 
manner, and treated with the greateft demonftra. 

tions of friendfhip poflible: and at the fame time 

the prime minifter of Denmark wrote moft ob- 

ligingly to the duke’s re fide nt then at Hamburg, 

that he was ready to meet him half way, and 
would join endeavours with him to adjuft all dif- 

ferences, and eftablifh a firm correfpondence 
between their mailers, which he faid he defined 

above all things. He added moreover, that 

w hen willing minds met together about the com- 
pofiure of differences, a few hours would put an 

end to that which had been tranfiafting many 
years; and therefore conjured him to meet him. 
The king alfo did often declare himfelf to this 
purpofe to the duke’s minifters, that he would 
acknowlege as a great obligation conferred on 

him, the furthering an accommodation between 
him and the duke. 

It is the cuflom of the king of Denmark to 
make once a year a voyage into Holftein, where 

he afiembles and takes a review of his troops. 

This is done not only upon the fcore of diverfi- 
on, and to fee that the forces be in good condi- 
tion; but alfb to ufe the neighbouring princes, 
and Hamburg, to fuch a practice; that when 
they fee it performed feveral years without any 
ill confequence, or attempts upon them, they 

may take the Ids umbrage, and be lefs upon their 
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guard, whenever he fhould have any real defign. 
About this time the king was beginning fuch a 
journey, in order to put his projects in executi- 

on ; and to lull the duke into a deeper fecurity, 

writes to him very kind letters, defiring him not 
to be concerned at it, fince he had no other end 
in it than formerly in the like voyages, unlefs it 

were to put a final determination to all differen- 
ces between them to their mutual fatisfaftion. 
The duke was fo pleafed by thele affurances un- 

der the king’s hand, that he went in perfon to 
meet his majefty, accompanied by his brother the 

bifiiop of Lubeck, and many others of the nobili- 
ty, and afterwards treated him very Iplendidly at 
a houfe of his upon the road near his refidence of 
Gottorp; the king then careffmg him, and defir- 

ing him earnefily to come and fee him at Rend- 
fburg, a fortified town about fourteen Englifii 

miles from thence, near which the rendezvous of 
the troops was appointed. Towards the conclu- 
fion of this feaft feveral large healths were drank 
to the future good agreement, with lb much ap- 
pearing fincerity, that the good duke thought he 
had no reafon to doubt the reality of it; but or- 
dered his chief minifler to wait upon the king 
and his minifters at Rendsburg; where they fo 

far accommodated all matters, that the whole af- 
fair wasfuppofed near its conclufion. 

Upon this the duke fends three of his chief 
councilors, impowered by a fpecial commilfion, 
to treat and conclude at Rendsburg; with whom 

three of the king’s council met, and conferred. 

The bufinefs of the conference was principally 
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about the exchange of other lands for the counties 

of Oldenburg and Delmenhorft; but in it the 

king’s commilfioners took occafion to renew the 
debate about the divifion of the taxes, whereof 

as I have laid before, the king challenged the 
greater part: this did a little furprize and difplea/e 
the duke’s commiflioners, who thought it foreign 
to the matter in hand, and would not hearken to 

propofals of that nature. 
At the very fame time, and during this con- 

ference, the king’s prime minifter wrote to the 
duke’s, that he thought it neceflary for both prin- 
ces, that the duke of Gottorp would pleafe to 
come to Rendsburg to the king, who was ready 
to conclude a treaty; becaule the prelence of lb 
near a relation would contribute more than any 

thing eilc to a friendly compofure of all thele 
matters. And the duke, as well upon the account 
of the former invitation, as upon this fre/h one, 
withal to fhew his forwardnefs towards a peace, 
relblves upon the vifit; nrft fending a gentleman 
to acquaint the king with his intention, and de- 

firing his permiffion to come and wait upon him. 
The king’s anfwer was, that he fliould be heartily 

welcome, and his chief minifter alfb, whom hede- 
fired him to bring along with him. Thus the 

duke being fully perfuaded that all was meant 

honourably, on the 25th of June began his jour- 
ney, accompanied by his minifter and other no- 
bility, and arrived at Rendsburg; where he was 
welcomed by adifcharge of all the cannon of that 
fortrels, and other demonftrations of joy. 

The next day, being the 26th of June 1675, 
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a futal one to that unfortunate prince and his fa* 

mily, an exprefs arrives with letters of the great 
defeat given the Swedes by the Brandenburgers 
at Fehr Berlin. This was what the Danes wifh- 
ed and waited for ; but could fcarce proraile them- 

felves it fhould fucceed fo fully according to their 
expe&ations, or nick the time fo juflly as it did. 

They thought heaven itlelf concurred with their 
intentions; and not to be wanting on their parts, 
immediately gave orders to linn the town gates 

to call a council of war, to fend their foldiers up 
and down, and feize all the duke’s towns and for- 
trelles. Thefe orders were as fuddenly executed: 

the duke’s troop of guards were difarmed, himfelf 
confined a prifoner to his apartment; his dinner, 
which he thought to have eaten with the king, 
was brought in to him by officers and foldiers, 
who watched him fo narrowly that he could not 
flir; the poor duke exclaiming in the mean while, 

and complaining that he was ill ufed: that he 
was a fovereign prince of the empire, Independent 
of any other power; that hcwas a near kinfman, 
a brother-in-law, nay, an invited guefl of the 
king’s; that all the laws of juflice, of blood, of 

friendthip and hofpitality, were violated by this 

aclion, wherein the king had broken his parole, 
and the fanftuary ofhis own houfe. But all this 
was in vain ; the duke had no remedy prefcribed 
to him, but patience ; the blow which was begun 
mull be followed, and more evils mull fucceed 
that which had already happened. 

For the duke being thus feized, his miniflers 
were prefcntly fent fur, and told, that now there 
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was an end of all treating; that the king was 

mafter, and would act as fuch: to which purpole 

he would take polTeffion of the duke’s whole coun- 
try, and put garifons into all the ftrong places 

which he thought proper to lecure to himfelf, be- 
caule he had an intention to lead his army elfe- 
where againft the Swedes: that the inclinations 
of the houle of Gottorp were always malevolent 

towards the king, and by him conftdered as fuch; 

however, if the duke would fairly and freely re- 

nounce his right to the lands in queftion, the 
king might, at the duke’s requeft, be prevailed 

upon to give him an hundred and fifty thoufand 

Rix-Dollars at Copenhagen for it. 
Notwithstanding the extremity the duke 

was reduced to, he could not be brought to eon- 
fent to fuch a fevere condition ; but offered, fince 

matters could be no better, that the king, without 

prejudice to his right, fhould have the taxes lb 
much contcfied, in the manner he defired; that 
his majefty fhould put one half ofthe garifon into 

the firong town of Tonningen, provided that all 
therein did take the oaths of allegiance to both 
princes, till fuch time as the exigencies of affairs 
would permit the entire reftoration of it to its for- 
mer mafter : that if the king would dilpofe of his 
country fblely, the duke muft yield to force, but 
hoped his right fhould be referred intire, and de- 
filed that his refidence and habitation of Gottorpj 
which was neither by nature nor art ftrong e- 
nough to be formidable, might be left free to 

him: laftly, that the king would grant him and 

his 
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his liberty to dilpole of themfelves as they 
thought fit. 

The Danes anfwer was, that thefe offers and 

demands were no other than trifles: that the 
king would proceed to the execution of his own 
will and pleafure by force and arms; that neither 

the duke, nor any of his, fliould ever be reftored 

to their liberty till he had figned an inftruraent 
there ready drawn up, to order the commander 
of Tonningen to (iirrenderit to the king: which 
the duke at laft, through defpair of his life, was 

forced to conlent to ; and accordingly that fort, 
refs, with all its cannon and flores, was delivered 

up to the officer lent by the king for that purpole. 
Things being brought to this pafs, the duke 

was removed to his own houle at Gottorp. His 
duchefs, who had been all this while at Copen- 

hagen, and as it was thought confented to all the 
injuftices afted againft her hulband and family, 
was reflored to him; but he was in effeft a pri- 
fbner Hill; for guards were placed at all the ave- 
nues, every day lome new fevere conditions were 
propofed to him, and articles offered him which 
he was forced to fign: one of which was a re- 

nunciation of his fupreme and independent right 
over the dukedom of Slefwick. Being at lair 
quite tired with lb many violences, not knowing 
w here they might end, he began to think of his 
efcape: fo that one day taking the advantage of 
his duchefs’s being Cent for again by her mother, 
the queen dowager of Denmark, he pretended to 

accompany her part of the -way; and by the 

means of fome truliy fervants, had relays of horfes 

0. 
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placed in convenient Rations. After a few hours 
travelling with her, he took his leave of her, and 
pretending to hunt, let fpurs to his horie, and rid 
away as fafl as he could towards Hamburg. 

The alarm was prefently given of the duke’s 

flight, and many horfemen were difpatched after 

him ; which he being aware of, took not the di- 

refl road, but went about by Kiel; fo that, after 
a narrow efcape, he arrived fafely where he de- 
figned. This mightily vexed the king, who ufed 
all means to get him out of that city, becaule 
Hamburg being fo populous a town, the fame of 
the barbarity exerciled againft him flew from 

thence all over Europe. But the duke had been 
taught by former misfortunes not to truft his ene- 
my ; and as foon as he got to Hamburg, folemn- 
ly protefled againft the validity of all that he had 
been conflrained to agree to, whilfl: he was in 
durance ; yet withal declared, that he was as ready 

as ever to come to an amicable compofure of dif- 
ferences with the king, to prevent the ruin of his 
fubjefts, and other mifehiefs; provided the king 

would redrefs fome of the greateft grievances. 
This propofltion was fo little regarded, that in- 
Read of hearkening to it, the king ordered the fort- 

refs of Tonningen to be demolifhed, the dukedom 
of Slefwick to be fequeftered, the magiflrates and 
people to be abfolved from their allegiance to the 
duke, and obliged to an oath of fidelity to the 
king; all the revenues of the duke to be brought 
into his treafury ; garifons to be continued in the 

duke’s forts and manfion-houfo; and unlefs the 

duke came to accept of the king’s terms in relation 
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to that fief, that it fhould for ever be annexed to 

the crown of Denmark. 
For the more fpeedy publication of thele new 

orders, proclamations were made and affixed to 
that effect in all the towns of the dukedom : the 

duke on his part publifhing others in oppofition 

to this ufurpation, together with a fblemn pro- 

teftation againft all that had been done; conclud- 
ing with a command to the Rates of the dukedom, 
and the reft of his fubjedts, to continue firm in 
their loyalty and obedience to their natural prince. 

But the king, who was refolved no longer to 
keep any meafureswith him, nor to preferve that 

country in any tolerable condition, which he 
knew not how long he might enjoy, exacted vaft 
contributions from the poor fubjetts, to the value 
of many millions of gold, and to the ruin of as 
flourifhing a province as any in the circle of Low- 
er Saxony; thereby difabling the duke’s fubjecls 

from contributing any thing towards the fubfiflence 
of their mafler; who continued all this while at 
Hamburg in a ftate little befitting his high quality; 

whilfi he fent his fbn abroad to raife the compafc 
fion, and implore the affiftance, of all the neigh- 
bouring German princes; on which errand I had 

the fortune to meat him at the courts of Hanover 
and Wolfembuttle. He made alfo ftrong appli- 
cation to the crown of England, as guarantee of 

the Northern peace; and caufed a full reprefenta- 
tion of his difconfolate condition to be printed in 
Englifli, which contains at large moft of the par- 
ticulars above mentioned. But all in vain : the 

duke continued a fufferer notwithftanding his 

. a* 
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many appeals to thole who ought to have intcrefc 
fed themlelves in his behalf; until fuch time as 

the king of Sweden began in earneft to take his 

caufe_in hand. This king, having at laft brought 

the affairs of his own kingdom into fuch a po- 
flure as permitted him to relent the injuries done 

to his near relation, threatened the Dane with a 

war in cafe he delayed reffitution; and to thisef- 
feft, in the year 1689 let a fleet to lea, with in- 

tention to fecond his threats by blows; which he 
might the better then do, becaufe the chief lup- 
port of the Danes in their injuflice, the French 
king, was at that time attacked by the forces of 
the confederates ; and England, by the acceflion 
of his prelent majefly to that crown, was become 
a principal party in fo juff a war: lb that France 
was likely to have its hands full at home. Ee- 
fides, his majefly of Great Britain, being become 

guarantee of the Northern peace, thought bimfelf 
obliged in honour to maintain it; and in order 

to that end, gave fuch inftruftions to his envoy 
extraordinary, then going to the Danifh court, as 
might induce it to comply with juftice, and pre- 
vent that effvifion of blood which was threatened. 
Thele remonftrances had their due weight with 
the king of Denmark ; who at laft yielded to the 
neceflity of his circumftances, and to the lolicita- 

tions of the eleffor of Brandenburg, whoprefled, 
among the reft, the reftoration of the duke, and 
had lent his minifters to the congrefs for the ac- 
commodation, to propole a projeft to that end; 

not lb much out ofkindnels to the family ofGot- 
torp, as for fear the Swedifh arms Ihould by any 
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juft: occafion he brought over the Baltic ; the event 
of which might be fatal to all the neighbourhood* 
and to the Brandenburgers in particular. Thus 
the Danes, with relufrancy, contented at laft to 
give up what they had unjuflly detained above 
thirteen years from its right owner, after having 

raifed vaft lums of money from the country ; for 
the duke’s part of tire dutchy of Slefwick, only, had 
about 28000 ploughs in it, each of which was tax- 
ed to pay four crowns a month: befides innu- 
merable other extortions, which filled the purfea 
of the minifiers of Denmark, who fhared the re- 
venues among them. The Swedilh and Darfifh 
fleets had been about a fortnight at fea, but no 

action had happened between them. After the 

accommodation was publilhed, and the duke re- 
ftored, yet without any reparation of damages 
paft, the two fleets returned to their feveral ports, 

and the duke to his habitation of Gottorp, which 
he found In a delblate condition, compared to 
what he left it in. The Dutch had a principal 
hand in the condufion of this agreement, by the 
means of Myn-Heer Hsemfkirk their minifler ; 
and his m a jelly of Great-Britain a large lhare of 
the glory of redrefTinga wrong, which through fo 
many years pofleflion pleaded a kind of pielcrip' 
tion to-warrant k: the very firft half-year of his 
reign vindicating the honour of the crown of Eng- 
land, which was engaged as guarantee; and fe- 
curing the peace of the north, in order to the 
procuring the alfiftance of one or both of thole 
princes, towards the humbling the common ene- 
my- This he effectually did ; for the Danes Loar- 

0.3 
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mediately afterwards fent by treaty feven thoufand 

fbldiers, which are yet in his majefty’s pay; and 

the Swedes remain at liberty to continue fuch of 
their troops in the Dutch fervice as formerly were 

ftipulated for, and which, had a war broken out, 

they might have been forced to recall. 

CHAP. XIV. 

*The Inter ejls of Denmark in relation to other 

Princes. 

IN treating of the interefls of the king of Den- 

mark in relation to other princes or dates which 
do not confine upon his dominions, and of his 

affections towards them, it will not be neceflary 
to obferve driCtly the order and rank which thole 

princes hold in the world; I lhall therefore take 
them as they come indifferently. 

With the EMPEROR the king of Denmark 
is obliged to keep always a good outward cone- 

Ipondence, he being himfelf a prince of the em* 
pire, as duke of Holflein ; and the emperor hav- 

ing it often in his power to do him feveral kind- 
neffes or difkindneffes. The king has a great 

defire to edablifh a toll at Gluckfladt upon the 

river Elbe; and although the emperor’s confent 
would not abfblutely fecure the bufinefs for him, 
there being many other princes, together with all 

thofe who are concerned in the trade ofHamburg, 
that would obflruCf it; yet it would fh ike a great 
ftroke, and mud always be a neceffary preliminary. 

He keeps therefore very fair with his imperial 
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majefty, and when prefled by the minifters, fends 
(for valuable confiderations) fome troops to fl-rve 
in Hungary aga'mft the Turks; notwithftanding 
which he is inwardly troubled at the power of the 
houfe of Auftria, and the increafe of its domini- 
ons ; being jealous, as moft of the other German 

princes are, that the greatnefs of that family may 
one day turn to the detriment of the liberty of 
Germany: and therefore is not difpleafed at the 
fuccefles of the French, or of the Turks. He has 

been heard to complain of the negleft which the 
imperial court fhows of him, and its partiality 

for the Swedes: this occafioned the emperor’s 
fending a minifter lately to refide at Copenhagen, 
as well as at Stockholm; fince w'hich he feems to 

be better fatisried. But at the bottom it is to be 
fuppofed, that the Dane is no true friend of the 
emperor’s; becaufe he thinks his imperial majefly 

favours fome interefts oppofite to his, in conniv- 
ing at the Lunenburgers forcible poflefilon of the 
dukedom of Saxe-Lawenburg, and beflowing the 
eleftoral dignity on that family; the confirmation 

of which the king of Denmark oppofes with all 
his pow’er. 

POLAND.] With Poland the king of Den- 
mark has at prelent little occafion either offriend- 

fhip or enmity, there being but fmall correfpon- 
dence between them; yet he will rather chufe to 
keep that crown his friend, than otherwife; be- 

caufe it may one day fland him in Read againft 
the Swedes: and for this reafon it is that the e- 
le&or of Brandenburg, whofe intereftin that par- 
ticular is much the fame with Denmark’s, main- 
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tains a good correfpondeirce, and entertains a 
con Rant minifter at AVarfaw. Befides, the port 

of Dantzick is convenient for all that trade in the 
Baltic ; and the Danes bring corn, as well as o- 
ther merchandile, from thence. They keep like- 

wile good amity with the other Hans Towns. 

COURLAND.] The king is upon fair terms 
with the duke of Courland, who has permitted 

him to raile men in his country, the commander 

of which, one Pottcamer, is brother to that duke’s 
prime minifter ; and the foldiers are the beft able 

to live hardily, and to endure fatigue, of any in 

the world. 
HOLLAND.] It is the intereft of Denmark 

to be well with the Dutch above all other princes 
in Europe, becaule of the great revenue it receives 
from their traffic, and the toll which they pay in 
the Sound: bccaufe alfo in cale of a quarrel with 

Sweden, or any other extremity, the king of Den- 

mark is certain of the affiftance of the Hollan- 
ders ; which is always fufficient and ready to pro- 
teft him, as has been experienced in the former 

wars between the Northern crowns: for the 
Dutch will never fuffer the balance of the North 
to lean too much to one fide, their intereft in the 

trade of the Baltic being lb confiderable; but will 
take care to alfift the weaker "with proportionable 
fuccours ; which the conveniency of their litua- 
tion, and their naval force, permits them to do 
with greater eaie than any other. Notwithftand- 
ing all which confiderations, there are frequent 
©ccafions of quarrel between the Dutch and Danes; 
and the friendfhip which the latter have fox the 
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former (efpecially fince this war with France, and 
the convention made with England for the inter- 

ruption of all commerce with that kingdom) is 
very weak and unftable; for befides that an ab« 

folute monarchy, for other reafons, can never 
throughly love a republic, the Danes are envious 
at the great trade of the Dutch; and count it a 

difparagement that merchants, as they call them, 
fhould have it in their power to give law to a 
crowned head. However, at the bottom, Den- 
mark would not be plealed that Holland Ihould 
link under the force of its enemies, but would ufe 
its befl endeavours to prevent it, though polfibly 

not before matters were reduced to fo great an 

extremity, as it might be beyond the ability of the 
Danes to afford a timely remedy. 

FRANCE.] The king of Denmark loves the 

alliance of France, and keeps a ftritter correfpon- 
dence with that crown than with any other; 
though it be mofl certain, that the maxims which 
he has learnt from thence, and the prattices which 

followed thofe maxims, have been the principal 
occafion of that kingdom’s prelent ill condition. 
But the king of France by fair words, large pro- 
miles, and a little money feafonably bellowed, 
has had the knack to amule this court, and to 

make it a£l as he pleales; notwithllanding the 

many affronts, the ill luccelfes, and the univerlal 
milery which through his means have attended it. 

The emilfaries of France are thick fown here; 
nothing pleales, that is not according to theFrench 
pattern, either in drefs, military difcipline, or poli- 

tics : and it is certain that a fitter could not be fol- 
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lowed by any arbitrary prince; provided a due re- 

gard were had to the force and ftrength to perform, 
in proportion to the dcfign undertaken. But the 

want of this confideration has been fatal to Den- 
mark : France has told this king, that foldiers are 

the only true riches of princes, and this has made 

him raile more than he knows what to do with, 
uniefs he difturb his neighbours; which generally 
he does for the interefts of France, though at laft 
it turns to his lofs. So that Denmark refembles 
in this point a monfter that is all head and no 

body, all foldiers and no fubje&s; and whenever 
a general peace comes to be eftabliflied in Europe, 
which {hall fet open foreign trade, and confe- 
quently Ipoil ail the advantages that his country 

enjoys at prelent, I cannot lee what will become 

of the public affairs here; for the foldiers when 
dilbanded, being moft of them ftrangers, will re- 
turn to their refpeftive homes; and the revenues 
of thele kingdoms mull fink extremely through 
the want of people, and their poverty. It feems 

therefore no lefs than madnels for the leall and 

poorelt kingdom of Europe, to think of emulating 

with fuccefs the richelt, greatell, and the moll 
populous, and to take its mealures from thence; 
as if there were no difference between king and 

king. So have I heard that the little republic of 
St. Marino in Italy, which conllfts but of one 

fmall town w’ith the mountain it Rands upon, 
and is Icarce taken notice of by travellers, takes 

occafion to write to the republic of Venice lome- 
times, and to Rile it Our SiRer, with as much 
gravity and pride, as if it equalled the other in 
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power. But the vanity of thele poor Italians pro- 
ceeds no farther than words, which does them 
no harm. 

But the true realbns which render it the inte- 
reft of Denmark to keep well with France, and 

they are no weak ones, are firft, becaufe they look 
upon that crown as the foie balance againft the 
grandeur of the emperor and the houfo of Auftria, 
whofe power, as I faid before, is looked on by all 
the princes of Germany with a very jealous eye: 
the late addition of the crown of Hungary to it, 
with its other conquefts on that fide from the 
Turks; the probability of the Spanifh dominions 
falling to fome aftive branch of it; and the re- 
membrance what havock the emperor Charles the 
fifth, and his fuccelTor, made among the German 
princes, when poflefled of the like advantages; 
make the Danes,as well as the others, reflect feri- 
oully upon what may happen hereafter, fhould 

France be reduced to too low an ebb. A focond 
reafon is, becaufo they know no other naval force 
able to conteft the intire dominion of the foas 
with the Englifh and Dutch; and they are willing 
to keep the dilpute about that dominion undeter- 
mined between the French and us, that no laws 
may be laid upon traffic, but that they may reap 
their (hare of the trade of the world; which they 
think would be but final], fhould that point be 
once finally decided to our advantage. A third 
reafon, and the moft forcible, is, the fubfidies 

which the king of Denmark draws from time to 

time from France; a little ready money, among 

a neceffitous people, carrying irrefifiible charms. 
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with it: and this has been the drift of the French 
policy in advifing that king to a greater charge 

than he was able to bear, under pretence that they 
confulted his honour and grandeur, whereas they 
only confulted their own ends; being fure, after 
they had rendered him and his country poor, that 

they could buy him when they plealed. Yet 
whenever the French treafiire ftiall come lb far to 
be exhaufted, that a fairer bidder appears, this 
piece of policy will not only fail the French, but 
turn to their diladvantage. 

SPAIN and PORTUGAL.] With the kings 

of Spain and Portugal the Dane is in a Rate of in- 
differency. Their dominions are fo far afunder, 
and the bufmefs lb little which they have with each 

other, that there happen few or no occafions, ei- 

ther of a quarrel or friendlhip between them. 
Yet the Danes have fome fmall trade for fait and 
Wine with each of thefe princes fubje£l$; and dur- 
ing this war make Ibme benefit of their neutrali- 
ty, by tranlporting in their fliips the effefls of 
French, Englifh, and Dutch, from one port to 

another. They have indeed fome pretenfions on 

the Spaniard for arrears of fubfidies owing to them 

ever fince the Danes took the part of the confede- 
rates againft France in the former war; but they 
defpair of obtaining them, unlefs fome unforefeen 
accident put them in a way of getting that debt, 
the accompts of which have hardly ever been ad- 

'jufted between them. 
SAXONY.] With the late eleftor of Saxony 

the king of Denmark kept a very good correfpon- 
denee: the elector having married one of the 

king’s 
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king’s lifters, that affinity produced as amicable 
cffe&s as could be defined ; infomuch that it begat 
a refolution of a nearer union of the two families 

in a match between the prelent eleflor (then 
prince) and the king’s only daughter: this pro- 

ceeded as far as a formal contraft, and the ulual 
marriage prelents were folemnly exchanged in 
order to confummation; when on a fudden the 

old eleftor died laft year, as he was leading an 

army towards the Rhine againft the French, for 
the common caule of Europe. The death of this 
prince, among other alterations, produced this, 
that his fucceftor the prefent eledfor being thereby 
become at his own difpofal, and having been for- 
merly very much in love with another lady, who 
is the prefent eleftrefs, refufed to complete his 
marriage with the daughter of Denmark, and 
lent back the prefents which were given at the 
time of the contraft. This a (lion of his highly 
dilgufted the king, queen, and the whole Danifti 
court; however, there was no remedy but pati- 
ence ; the eledVor was too remote to fear any ef- 
fefts of the Danes difplealure, and relblved to 
purfue’ his own inclinations in the choice of a 
wife, let the world lay and do what it, would. 
Accordingly he prefently courted and married 
where he fancied; leaving the Danes to digeft: 
this affront as well as they could ; which they 
will fcarce forget this great while. So that it is 

to be fuppofed the ancient knot between the king 
and the eleftoral family of Saxe is hereby very 
much loolened; yet not lb far as to proceed to 
any open breach, the ele&or’s excufes for this a- 

R 
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ction having been received and accepted ofas fome 
fort oflatisfafrion. 

MUNSTER.] With the bifliop of Munfter 
the king of Denmark lives in good amity, by rea- 

fbn of his neighbourhood to the counties of Olden- 
burg and Delmenhorft; and for the moft part 

has a minifter refiding at that court. The like 

friendfhip is between him and the other princes 

of Germany; particularly with the Landgrave of 

Hefle-Cafiel, •who is brother to his queen, and ex- 
tremely beloved by her. 

The king of Denmark has one brother, viz. 
Prince George, born 1653, and married to her 

royal highnefs the princels Anne, filler to her 
majefly of England. 

- And four .fillers, viz. 
Anna Sophia, the wido'i.v of the late elector of 

Saxony. 
Frederica Emilia, the wife of the duke of Holflein. 
Guillimetta Erneffina, widow of the Palatine of 

the Rhine. 
Ulrica Eleonora Sabina, the queen of Sweden. 

CHAP. XV. 

Of the Laws, Courts of Jufice, etc. 

SOME naturalifts obferve, that that there is no 
plant or infe£V, how venomous or mean lover, 
but is good for lomething towards the ule of man, 

if rightly applied : in like manner it may be laid, 
that feveral uieful leflbns may be learnt, conduc- 
ing to the benefit of mankind, from this account 
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of Denmark, provided things be taken by the right 
handle. 

Hitherto we have indeed met with many 
things in it to be avoided, and little delerving i- 

mitation : but being now to fpeak of the Danilh 
laws, I muft needs begin with this good chara&er 

of them in general, that for juftice, brevity, and 

perfpicuity, they exceed all that I know in the 
world. They are grounded upon equity, and 

are all contained in one quarto volume, written 
in the language of the country, with lb much 
plainnefs, that no man, who can write and read, 
is lb ignorant, but he may prefently underfland 

his own ca(e, and plead it too if he pleafes, with- 
out the affiftance of counfel or attorney. 

Here is none of that chicane to be found 
which deflroys and raifes fb many great eftates in 
England. A very few advocates do the bufinefs 

of all the litigious perfons in thefe kingdoms: nei- 
ther are their fees arbitrary or exorbitant; no fuit 
of what importance Ibever hangs in fufpenle long- 
er than one year and a month: fince a man may 
go through all the courts, and have execution done 
within that time, unlcfs he be wanting to him- 
felf. 

It may be replied to this, that the (carcity of- 
money may be the principal occafion of few law- 
lints and lawyers. It is not denied; and perhaps 
a right fenfe of this was the firft cattle of fo good 
a regulation of juftice: for fince the king was re- 

folved to empty the pockets of his fubjefts, it was 
not for his advantage to permit others to do if, 

and lhare the gains with him. However, thus 
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much may with certainty be averred, that the like 
regulation would not only agree with, but con- 
iummate, the happinels of a rich country; and 

this infiance of Denmark makes it evident that 

inch a regulation is practicable. 

But to return to our purpole. In Denmark, 

in the ordinary proceedings between man and 
man, there are three courts, every one of which 
has power to give a definitive fentence, and muft 

either acquit or condemn. Yet there lies an ap- 
peal from the lower to the higher; and if the in- 

ferior judge has wilfully varied from the pofitive 
law, the party wronged has damages given him, 
both from the judge and his adverfary. Here is 
no removal of aft ions from one court to another, 

where the parties may begin all again; but by way 
of ordinary procedure from the lower to the high- 
er. The three courts are thefe; firfi, in cities 

and towns the Byfoghds court, to which in the 

country does anfwer the Herredsfougds court. 

Secondly, from thence lies an appeal to the Land- 

flag or general head court for the province. 

Thirdly, from thence to the court called the 
High-right in Copenhagen; where the king him- 

felf fbmetimes fits in perfbn, and it is always com- 
pofed of the prime nobility of the kingdom. The 
judges in the two former courts are confiituted in- 

deed by the king’s letters patents durante bene* 

placito; but are punifiiable for any mifdemeanors 
committed, and condemned to make reparation 
to the party injured for any injufiice by them 

done. The city of Copenhagen has this particu- 

lar privilege, that the fentences pafied in the By- 
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foghds court, inftead of pafTing through the pro- 
vincial court, are tried by the burgomafler and 
common council, and fb proceed to the higheft 
court; which releinbles fo far our high court of 

Chancery, that if any matter happen to fall in de- 
bate, for the decifion of which there is not a po- 
fitive article to be found in the law, which rarely 
happens, it is there determined by the king, or 
by the others prefent, who are as it were the 

keepers of the king’s confcience: and all this were 
very well, were it not that the firfl article of the 
law referves to the king the privilege of explain- 
ing or altering it at his pleafure. 

In matters relating to the revenue, the rent- 
chamber in Denmaik relembles our court of Ex- 
chequer: which has alfb a pay-mafler general be- 
longing to it; and fometimes there is a court 
compofed of fome members of this rent-chamber, 

the admiralty, and the college of commerce; be- 
fore which lie the appeals of merchants whole 
goods happen to be feizcd for not having paid the 

king’s duties. 
The lentences palfed in the inferior courts are 

fometimes bialfed and partial; but not often, for 
fear of the higheft court, where great regard is 
had to juftice; inlbmuch that I knew a judge, who 
very hardly efcaped being lined for a lentence paf- 

fed againft an Ettglifh merchant; which lentence 

was prefently reverfed. 
Indeed, whilft monlieur Griffinfeldt and mon- 

fieur Wibbe w’ere chancellors, there were mutte- 

rings, that the High Court lentences w'ere not al- 

together up to the rigour of the law; but this is 

R 3 
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very rare now, unlefs when a courtier or favou- 
rite is interefted in fuch a fentence; in which 
cafe, or in matters wherein the king is concern- 

ed, you are to expeft little juftice, efpecially if it 

relate to money. 

The falaries of the judges are but fmall; they 

are paid out of the Exchequer, and do not confift 

in fees. The Byfoghd may have about one hun- 

dred Rix-Dollars yearly; and he pays himfelfout 

of the fines of delinquents. In the country the 

Herredsfbugds have each of them the rent that is 
due to the king fora farm that hands rated at ten 
tuns of hard-corn ; he has befides from the plain- 

tiff and defendant, for the fentence he paffes, ten 
Stivers from each: and the Byfoghd, or judge in 
cities and towns,double as much. Moreover, the 

contefiing parties are bound to pay the clerk fb 
much a fheet for the paper, in which is let down 

* at large the whole proceeding, and the allegations 
of each party, whether they be verba! or by libel, 
and, at the clofe of all, the fentence itfelf. At the 
Byfoghds court, and the Landflag, the judge in- 
ferts the law, and adds the reafons upon which his 

judgment is founded'; but in the High-Right jio 
reafon is given at all, or but very feldom. And 
that no clerk may have it in his power to pick 
any man’s pocket by filling up many fheets of pa- 
per, there are limits fet, beyond which no man is 
obliged to pay. Every one may plead his own 
caufe that pleafes; however, it is the king’s order 

that the magiftrates take care to have one cr more 
advo ates, fuch as they approve of, who are to 

plead for the poor, and for fuch as cannot plead 
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for therafelves. Upon the whole matter, the 
charges of the law are very eafy; fince a complaint 
may go through the three courts for fifty Rix- 

Dollars, which is lefs than twelve pounds fler- 
ling; unlefs the ium in queAion be very great, 
and more than ordinary evidences to be written 
on fealed paper. Thefe laws are fb equitable and 

expeditious, that they are extremely commended 
by merchants and ftrangers, who have occafion to 
have recourfe to‘them. Neither is the Imallnefs 
of the expence any encouragement to thofe that 
love going to law; for the laws themfelves pro- 
vide effectually ngainft this mifchief, and take a- 
way the very root of litigioufnefs; being fo plain 

and clear, that a troublefbme perfon never finds 

his account in promoting vexatious fuits, but 

meets with all the difappointments one would 
with him. 

In criminal matters a great feverity of jnflice 
is praftifed. You never hear of any pertbn guil- 
ty of the crime of treafon againft the king; the 
government has rivetted itfelf fo fart upon the 

bottom it now Hands, that no body offers to wag 
fo much as the tongue againft it. There are no 

clippers or coiners, no robbers upon the high-way, 
nor houfe-breakers; which conveniency of arbi- 
trary government, among the multitude of mif- 

chitfs attending it, I have likewife obferved in 
France; perhaps becaufe thofe princes, who are 
entire mafters of their fubjecis purles at pleafure, 
take more effectual care of them, as of their own; 
and therefore ufefuch means that none (hall plun- 
der or cheat their people, for the fame reafon that 
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folks kill vermin in dove-houfes, viz. that they 

may make the greater profit themfelves. The 

moft ufual capital crimes are manflaughter and 
dealing. Execution is done upon offenders by 

beheading them with a fword at one flroke very 

dexteroufly. The headfman, though infamous 
by his place, (b that no body will come into his 
company, yet is commonly rich, having other 
advantageous employments that no body elfe 

dares undertake, viz. the emptying all the ne- 
ceffary-houfes, the removing all dead dogs and 
horles out of houles and Rabies, or from before 
doors; for no Danifh fervant will, upon any 

terms, let a hand to either of thefe works; and 

the executioner has his oivn rates for thefe bafe 

offices, which he performs by his under fervant, 
called the Racket. 

The advocates are not bred, as with us in En- 

gland, in publick focieties, fuch as inns of court or 
chancery; neither take they any degrees of bar- 
rifter, ferjeant, or the like; but may take up the 
calling as they pleafe, according to their inclina- 
tions or abilities. 

There are, befides the three ordinary courts 
before mentioned, commiffioners of the admiral- 

ty, which they call the Admiralty Court; where- 
in affairs relating to the fea are determined, fuch 
as prizes, wrecks, difputes with privateers, and 
the like. 

There is likewife a chancellary, which con- 
fifls of a number of clerks, who write and iffue 

all the king’s orders, give out citations, tranfcribe 
papers, make the Latin projefts of treaties with 
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foreign courts, according to the directions they 
receive. In (hort, they are as it were under-Ie- 
cretaries, and were formerly fubjeft to the go- 
vernment of one whom they called a chancellor; 
but fince monfieur Wibbe’s death, that employ- 
ment hath not been filled: neither does it relem- 
ble our place of chancellor in England. The 
clerks of this office have lome fmall (alary from 
the king, and have moreover fo much for every 
citation to the high court, and (b much for every 

order they iffiue, which they divide among them. 
In Copenhagen there is a public officer ap- 

pointed, called the Polity-Mafter, whole bufinels 
is to keep good orders in affairs relating to the 
city; he is to fee that the merchants fell warrant- 

able merchandife ; that they do not interfere in 
one another’s trades ; and to compote differences 
on that account among them; that the public 

buildings, draw bridges, and canals, be kept in re- 
pair ; that the tercets be paved, cleanted, and free 
of the incumbrances of bulks and other incon- 

veniences ; that no prohibited goods be brought 
in; that there be always plenty of bread-corn, 
and fold at a moderate price; that the requifite 
affiteance in cafe of fire be at hand. And indeed 

the orders taken in this matter are very good; 
for there are teleft companies appointed to watch 

and extinguifh the fire, no others daring to ap- 
proach within a certain diteance, left under pre- 
tence of bringing help, they (hould take the oc- 

eafion to plunder. The chimney-fweepers are 
bound to keep a regiteer of all chimnies they 
fweep, that in cafe of any ill accident, thote, by 
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whofe negleft or covetoufhefs it happens, may be 

anfwerable for it. No torches or flambeaux are 
allowed to be carried in the flxeets, by reafbn of 
the great quantities of fir-timber, and the eon- 
ftant high winds which are here; infiead of which 
all perlbns, even the court itfelf, make ufe of large 

round lanthorns, caried at the end of long flicks. 

The Polity-Mafler regulates alfo the price of tra- 

velling in their open waggons, and punifhes fuch 
as exaft more than the eftablifhed rate, if they be 
complained of; alio fuch as travel in the king’s 

particular highway without permiflion; and fuch 
as make u(e of guns and fowling-pieces, and bring 

in venifon, fowl, and hares by flealth, or in times 
when they are prohibited to be killed. He takes 

care alfo to prevent and fupprefs riots and diflur- 
bances of the foldiers, who are not permitted to 
walk the flreets after the tattoo has gone about; 
and in general of all other matters relating to or- 
der, quiet and decency. 

Among other good regulations in Denmark,I 

look upon that of the Apothecaries to be none of 

the leaf! commendable ; for no man is permitted 
to exercile that trade, unlcfs he be appointed by 
the college of Phyficians, and confirmed by the 

king himfelf. There are but two allowed to the 
city of Copenhagen, and one to every other con- 

fiderable town. Their (hops and drugs are care- 

fully vifited twice or thrice a year by the magi- 
flrates, accompanied by the doftors of phyfic; 
and (uch drugs, as are either naught or old, are 

taken from them and flung away. The prices 

of all thele drugs are fixed, fo that any child may 
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be fent to an Apothecary’s fhop without hazard of 
being impofed upon; and nothing is fold that is 
not exceeding good, and at very moderate rates. 
They (ell all For ready money, yet .keep exa£t 

books oF what they (ell, to whom, and by whole 

prelcription : (b that the great milchieF oF acci- 
dental or wilful poifoning, (b frequent in other 
countries, is either quite avoided ; or, if praftiled, 
eafily dilcovered and punilhed. 

The government in the country is managed, 

by dividing it into (everal diftri&s or governments, 
called Stifts-Ampts, whereof there are in all (even; 

of thde, four are in Jutland, the other three in 
the iflands. Each of the(e is again fubdivided in- 
to three lelfer jurifdi£Hons, called Ampts. The 
Stifts-Ampts man, or governor of a county, is 
commonly one of the beft quality and fortune in 
that p'art of the country : and this charge anfwers 
to that of lord lieutenant of our counties in Eng- 
land, or rather of intendant in France. The 

Ampts-men, or under governor of a hundred, or 
baillage, is generally a gentleman of leifer fortune, 
who refides in the principal town of his diflricl:, 
and takes care of all matters relating to the public; 
as convenient quartering of foldiers, providing 
for their march, collefting the king’s revenues, 
giving orders to the peafants when employed a- 
bout public works, or when the king travels. All 

this they do themfelves, or by inferior officers, 

like our bailiffs and conftables. The employ- 
ments are for the mod: part given by the king 
during life, and are the principal rewards of fuch 
as have well delerved: he that has ferved long 
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and faithfully as a foreign minifter, or in any o- 
ther confiderable civil port, is uliially promoted 

upon a vacancy to be Stifts-Ampts-man of his 
province, provided his efhite and intereft the e be 
ibme way correfpondent. The grooms -of the 

king’s bed-chamber, and othei officers of the court, 
upon their marriage, or retiring bom court, are 
gratified with an Ampt, and lent to live at home, 

provided they have lerved long, and be in any fa* 

vour. The king pays to each of thele a yearly 
falary out of his treafury ; to a Stiffs A npts-man, 

a thoufand crowns a year; to an Ampts-man, 
four hundred crowns. The principal advantages 
they reap from theft emplovments, are theft : 
firlf, that being more confide eJ and favoured at 

court than others, they efcape better at the time 
of a public tax, and can often find means to eaft 

the burden off their own lands, by inhancing it 
upon others; neither will the court willingly give 
car to complaints againft them. Secondly, they 

are very much honoured and feared at home, 

and have the privilege to domineer over the pea* 
fants, and other their inferiors, without controul, 
unlefs they do it too grofly, and beyond meafure. 

Before I conclude this chapter, I think it very 
pertinent to take notice, that in Denmark there 
are no {editions, mutinies, or libels againff the go- 
vernment ; but all the people either are or ap- 
pear to be lovers of their king, notwithflanding 

their ill treatment, and the hardffiips they groan 
under. And I fuppoft one principal realbn of 
this to be the equality of the taxes, and the man- 

ner of taxing. It is not to be imagined by thofe 
that 
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that fee it not, what a comfort it is to the fufferers 

to be ill ufed alike: for poverty and riches be* 

ing only fuch in proportion, provided men be 

treated like their neighbours, they grumble not: 

that which vexes the opprefled in moft countries, 
(efpecially the common people, who are more 
thanordinaryenvious)is to fee their country, their 

parifh, or their houfe, taxed more in proportion 
than their neighbours. And they have reafbn to 

be dilcontented at this, for it brings real poverty 

upon thole that are over-taxed: it does not dimi- 
ni(h the general flock of the fubjedls money, which 
would keep all commodities and neceffaries at e- 
qual and moderate rates; but picks particular 
men’s pockets, whilft it leaves others rich and 

able to profit by the neceffities of the poor. 
It is a certain fign of an ill government where 

there are abundance of laws*; but it is no cer* 
tain fign of a good one, where there are but a 
few, as is plain in the cafe of Denmark. How* 
ever, this bleffing of few and good laws is like a 
grain of confolation to fweeten a world of bitter* 
nefs, and enables them to bear their other hard* 

fhips with more eafe and patience. 

CHAP. XYI. 

*Tbe State of Religion, of the Clergy, team- 

ing, etc. 

"WHEN the corruptions of the Roman church 
grew fo intolerable to many nations in Europe, 

* Cerruptffma rt^ublica fhtrimaekgcs. Tacit, Ann, Lib. J. 
s 
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that an univerfal reformation became necelliiry,' 
Denmark, among the reft of the northern coun- 

tries (which had been lefs managed and more a- 

bufed by the priefts than the fbuthern) ftiook off 

that yoke, and inftead of the Roman-Catholic, 

embraced the doih'ine and opinions of Martin 
Luther. King Frederick the firft, about one hun- 

dred and fifty years fince, brought thele in, and 
eftablifhed them lb generally in his dominions, 
that at this day there is no other religion here 

profelled than the Lutheran; if we will except 

the little reformed French church of Copenhagen, 
fet up by the queen ; and one popiftuchapel at 
Glucftadt, permitted about ten years ago to a few 

popilh families in thole parts ; which is the firft 
that has been fmee the reformation. This great 
unity in belief in the north (for Sweden has it as 
well as Denmark) is owing to the fincerity of 
thofe princes that began the reformation there: 
for it is likely they did it upon a pure religious 
account, and therefore went effeftually to work 

in the converfion of all their fubjeeb, ufing pro* 
per means for fuch a purpole; whereas in Eng- 
land, and elfewhere, reafons of ftate, and other 
by-ends, had at leaft as great a lhare in it as con- 

viction of conlcience; fo that the bufmefs was 
done by halves, through the unfettlednels of our 

prince* in their opinions, who encouraged or con- 
nived at a diftenting party, according as their 
worldly interefts led them. The vaft convenience 

to any prince, of having all hisfubjefts of one o- 
pinion, is vifible in Denmark; where there are 
£0 factions nor difputes about religion, which 
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afually have a great influence on any govern- 
ment ; but all are of one mind, as to the way of 

(alvation, and as to the duty they owe their fove- 
reign. This cuts off occafion of rebellion and 

mutiny from many, who otherwile would defire 
it, and leem to have reafon enough, becaule of the 
heavy prelfures they lie under. As long as the 
priefis are entirely dependent upon the crown, 

and the people ablblutely governed by the 
priefls in matters of confcience, as they are here, 
the prince may be as arbitrary as he pleafes, with- 
out running any rifque from his fubjefts: in due 
confideration of which benefit, the clergy are very 

much favoured, and have full fcope given them 
to be as bigotted as they pleafe; which indeed 

they are to a very great degree, having no com- 
mon charity for any that differ from them in o- 

pinion, except the church of England; and to 

that they are very kind, often faying, that there is 
no eflential difference between it and theirs; and 

wifhing that there were an union of them pro- 
jefted and perfected: wherein their defign is not 
fb much to reduce our ecclefiaflics to the low e* 

Rate theirs are in, as to raife their own to the 
fplendor and revenues of ours; which are the 
principal virtues they admire in us. They have 

cafl: off the opinions of Rome in the fupremacy 
of the pope, and other points ; but they would 
retain the grandeur belonging to that church, and 
applaud us for doing both fb dexteroully; fo that 

I arrr confident the bufinefs of confubfiantiatiorv 
would make no difference, did princes think it 

worth their while to promote this union. On the 

S 2 
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ether fide, the Calvinift is hated by them as much 
as the Papift; and the reafbn they give is, be* 
caufe he is againft abfblute monarchy, and has a 

refifiing principle. 

Notwithstanding this flattery of the court, 
they are not admitted into civil affairs, nor have 

any thing to do in the government; neither are 

they encouraged to appear about court, or on 

public occafions: the pulpit is their province, and 
it is left free to them. Here they take a vaft li- 

berty of reprehending not only vices, but parti- 

cular perfbns of the highefl quality; which no 
body takes notice of, as long as they keep to their 

own trade. The common people admire them 

for this boldnefs; and the beft fubfiftence of the 
priefts in cities and towns being voluntary bene- 
volence, they take care to cultivate the good opi- 

nion of the mob, whom they keep likewife in awe 

by the practice of confeflion before they admini- 

ffer the facrament, which every one that receives 
is obliged to undergo; and this they retain of the 

Romifh church, as well as crucifixes and other 
ceremonies. 

There are fix fuperintendents in Denmark, 

who take it very kindly to be called Bifhops, and 

My Lord; viz. one in Zealand, one in Funen, 
and four in Jutland: there are alio four in Nor* 
way. Thele have no temporaljties, keep no ec- 
clefiaftieal courts, have no cathedrals, with pre- 
bends, canons, deans, fub-deans, etc. but are on- 
ly primi inter pares; having the rank above the 
inferior clergy of theirprovince, and the infpeftion 

into their doctrine and manners. The revenue 
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©f the bilhop of Copenhagen is about two thou- 
Cmd Rix-Dollars yearly ; the other bifhops of 
Denmark have about fifteen hundred Rix-Dollars, 

and of Norway one thoufand Rix-Dollars; they 
are allowed to have two or three parifhes each; 
their habit is common with that of the other mini, 
fters, viz. a plaited black gown, with (hort fleeves, 

a large ftiffruff about the neck, and a cap with 
edges, like our mafters of art, except that theirs is 

round, and the others fquare. 
Most of them underfiand Englilh, and draw 

the very beft of their divinity, as they confefs them* 
felves, out ofEnglifli books. Many of them have 
ftudied in Oxford, who are more valued than 

the others; they are very conftant preachers, and 
never read their fcrmons, but pronounce them 

with a great deal of aftion. Holy-days and faft- 
days are obferved as fblemnly as fundays ; and in 

Copenhagen the city gates are clofe ihut during 
fermon-time, Co that no body can go in or out. 

The commonalty are great fiequenters of the 
churches, which are kept much more decently, 
cleanly, and better adorned, than with us: fo that 

they look almoft as gaudy as the popifb churches. 
They are all great lovers of organs, and have 

many very good ones, with fkilful organifts, who 
entertain the congregation with mufic, during 
half an hour, either before or after lervice. 

De n m a r k has formerly produced very learned 
men, fuch as the famous mathematician Tycho 
Brahe, the Bartholines for phyfic and anatomy, 
Borrichius, who died lately, and bequeathed a 
confiderable legacy to the univerfity of Copenha- 

S 3 
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gen. But at prelent learning is there at a very 
ebb; yet Latin is more commonly fpoken by the 
clergy than with us. The books that come out 
in print are very few, and thole only fome dull 
treatiles of controverly againfl the Papifts and 
Calvinifts. The Belles Lettres, or genteel learn- 

ing, are very much ftrangers here, and will hard- 

ly be introduced till a greater affluence among the 
gentry makes way for them. It is faid that necef- 
lity is the mother of invention, which may be 

true in fome degree, but I am. hire too much ne- 
cellity depreffles the Ipirits, and deftroys it quite; 

neither is there any invention here, or tolerable 
imitation of what is brought in to them by 

grangers. . . 
Th ere is but one unkerfity, which is at Copen- 

hagen, and that mean enough in all refpefts; nei- 
ther the building nor revenues being comparable 
to thole of the world of our lingle colleges. The 
fludents wear black cloaks, and live Icattered a- 
bout the town, after the manner of thole in Ley- 

den. Some of the profehbrs live in the houle. F.- 
very year, on the king’s birth-day, they have a 
kind of Aft; the king honours them withhis pre- 
fence, and the Reftor Magnihcus harangues him 

with a Latin fpeech, full of as fullbme flattery, 
as if Louis le Grand were the monarch to be en- 
tertained, and a fawning jefuit the orator. At 
certain periods there are a few Danilh verfes fung 
by the ordinary linging-boys to very indifferent 
mufic, and io the farce ends. 

There was in this king’s father’s time an uni- 
verfny at Sora, a town very pkafantly fituated a- 
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bout forty miles from the city, where the lodg- 
ings and conveniences for Rudying much exceed-' 
ed thofe of Copenhagen: but the king had occafi- 

on for the revenues; fo that now it is defolate, 
and in its Read only a fmall grammar-fchool 
erected. 

The provifions for the poor are very inconfider- 
able: formerly there was a pretty Rore of hofc 
pitals fcattered up and down the country; but at 

prefent the revenues of moR of thefe are diverted 
to other ufes, and thole not public ones. 

To conclude: I never knew any country where 
the minds of the people were more of one cali- 
bre and pitch than here; you (hall meet with 
none of extraordinary parts or qualifications, or 
excellent in particular Rudies and trades; you fee 
no enthufiaRs, madmen, natural fools, or fanci- 
ful folks ; but a certain equality of underRanding 
reigns among them: every one keeps the ordi- 
nary beaten road of fenle, which in this country 

is neither the faireR nor the fouleR, without devi- 
ating to the right or left: yet I will add this one 

remark to their praife, that the common people 

do generally write and read. 

The CONCLUSION. 

IT has been a great mifiake among us, that 
the popifh religion is the only one, of all the 

ChriRian fefls, proper to introduce and eRablifh 
flavery in a nation, infomuch that popery and 
flavery have been thought inleparable. Not to 

derogate from the merit of the Roman-catholic 
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perfuafion, which has been the darling of fo many 

monarchs upon that account; I (hall make bold 
to (ay that other religions, and particularly the 
Lutheran, has fucceeded as effeftually in this de- 
fjgn as ever popery did. It is confeft, indeed, 

that popery would certainly introduce flavery, 

but it is denied that the laft cannot come in with- 
out the affiflance of the former; and whoever 

takes the pains to vifit the proteftant countries a« 

broad, who have loft their liberty even fince they 
changed their religion for a better, will be con- 
vinced that it is not popery, as luch, but the do* 

ttrine of a blind obedience, in what religion (bever 
it be found, that is the deftruftion of the liberty, 

and confequently of all the happinefs of any na- 
tion. Nay, I am perluaded that many are fatisfi- 
ed the late king James’s attempts to bring in popery 
was the principal thing which refcued our liber- 

ties from being entirely {wallowed up; there 

feeming in his reign, through the intereft and 
diftionefty of lome, the diftblutenefs, lazinefs, and 
ignorance of others, to have been (in many men’s 

©pinions) a general tendency towards flavery, 

which would fcarcely have been vigoroufly e- 
nough oppofed, had he left the bufmefs of religion 
untouched; and if once introduced, it had been 

maintained more effeftually than in the days of 

popery; I fay more efteftually, becaufe the de- 
pendence which the Romilh clergy and monks 
have on the church of Rome, caufes often a clath- 

ing of interefts, and derogates from that intire o- 
bedience the fubje&s owe to the prince; which is 

preached up by that church, as often as the fo- 
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Vereign a£b according to their direttion, and 
down again whenever he difpleafes them; where- 

of we have had frequent examples in this king- 
dom of England, where there have been bilhops 

and abbots, in the days of popery, as zealous afc 
ftrtors of the liberties of the people, as any lay- 

men could be; whether out of a true principle, 
or not, I will not determine; but occafions have 
been taken by them toraife tumults and wars, and, 
in the feuffle, the liberties of the people (of which 

both king and churchmen ftrove who Ihould be 
the mailers) have elcaped untouched: but in 
Denmark, as well as other proteftant countries of 
the North, through the entire and foie dependence 

of the clergy upon the prince, without the inter- 
fering of the authority of any fpiritual fuperior, 
fuch as that of the pope among the Romanilts; 
through their principles and do&rine, which are 
thole of unlimited obedience; through the autho- 
rity they have with the common people, etc. fla- 
very leems to be more abfolutcly eftablilhed than 
it is in France; as in effett it is more praftiled : 
for that king’s fubje&s are better treated ; there 

is a name of a parliament at Paris, andothergreat 
towns, though they meet for no other end, but to 
verify the king’s editts; there is a formal de- 
mand made of a benevolence, or Don Gratuit, 

in lome provinces, which probably they have not 
the power to deny ; there is an encouragement 

of trade, manufaftures, learning, etc. all tending 
to the good of the people. Befides, we lee by ex- 
perience, that that king often has great quarrel* 

with the court of Rome; which, whenfoever his 
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power is reduced to a lower ebb, that his clergy 

are not over-awed by it, may produce (uch divi- 
fions and difturbances as poffibly (bme fparks of 
the people’s liberty may again proceed from the 
collifion of two fuch hard rocks. But in the coun- 

tries I have fpoken of, there is no hope of any 
fuch refource; all is fwallowed up in the king; 
temporals and fpirituals, foul, body, eftates, and 
conscience. The army and the priefts are two 

fare cards: the prince that has one of them on 
his fide, can hardly fail; but he that has both 
depending on him, need fear nothing from his 

own fubje&s, let him ufe them never lb ill. 

Much has been fpoken and written by leveral 
authors of the rigor of the Turkilh government; 

let us confider fome particulars of it by way of 

comparifon. 

The Turks are the conquerors of the Chri- 

ftians in the countries they have over-run, and 
have a fort of barbarous right to ufe them ill; yet 

they never perlecute them upon account of con- 

fcience; they fuffer them for the mod part to in- 
habit and cultivate their own lands without didur- 
bance, paying only a Caratch yearly for tribute; 

which, as I have been informed by a minider of 
his imperial majedy’s, amounted in Hungary, 

Sclavonia, Servia, and Bolhia, only to about ten 
Dollars for an ordinary family in time of peace, 

and during a war nothing. It is true, the pro- 
priety ofall lands in Turky is in theGrandSigni- 

or; but whether it be not better to be only a fai* 
mer at an eafy rent, than to have the name of a 
proprietor without a comfortable fubfideneej and 
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in effeft to be matter of nothing, I leave the reader 
to judge. 

The forcing away children from the poor Chri- 

ttian parents is accounted a great hard (hip, 
though it be for the worldly profit and advance- 

ment of thofe children. Bating the point of re- 

ligion, it is a far lefs milchief to deprive parents 
of their fons and daughters, in order to maintain 

them well, than to leave a heavy charge upon their 
hands, after having taken away the pofilbility of 

nourilhing arjd educating them. 

The fun, foil, climate, and fituation, with o- 
ther natural advantages of the Grand Signior’s 
dominions, as to profit and pleafirre, are infinitely 
beyond thofe of other northern countries that we 
are acquainted with : in Turky the harbours are 
always open, except fome few places in the Black- 
Sea, whereas here they are frozen up three or four 

months in the year. There the fruits, flefh, com 
and herbs, have double the virtue and nouritti- 

ment they have here. The wine there is good 
and plentiful, and the very water wholfome and 
pleafant; here the firtt is Icarce, and the latt very 
bad. In a word, in fome Chrittian countries of 
Europe, there feems to be mott of the mifehiefs of 
a Turkifh government, in an infinitely worfe 
climate, Befides, we are to confider, that the 
Turks themfelves, who are lords and matters, live 

well and pleafantly, and it is their conquered 
flaves whom they ufe in the manner above-men- 
tioned. 

Is it be enquired, whether matters are like to 

latt at the lame rate they are now at in Denmark? 
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though nothing be more fallacious than a judg- 

ment made of the future, I fhall not omit {peak- 

ing a few words in anfwer. 
Many reafbns might perfuade one to think, 

that the government, upon the bottom it ftands, 
cannot laft long: as, in the firll place, that natu- 
ral love of liberty, which refided formerly in the 

northern nations more eminently than in other 
parts of the world. What can be expected left 

from the defcendents of the antient Goths and 
Vandals, who propagated and eftablifhed liberty 

in fo many other countries, than to fhake a heavy 
yoke off themfelves, which their forefathers were 
not able to bear ? efpecially fince this yoke is fb 

extraordinary grievous, that the chains which the 
neighbouring countries wear, are but ornamental 
Ones if compared with theirs. 

Secondly, the frelhnefs and newneft of this 
alteration of their condition. It being no more 
than thirty-two years fince it happened; and 
many remaining yet alive who remember the 
days of liberty, and, in their private dilcourfes 

with their friends and children, make comparifbn 
between the paft and prefent times, and condole 
with them thelofs of fb great a bleffing; it might 
feem that the opinion of the prefent government’s 
not being fufficiently rooted, nor having gained 

authority by length of time to fettle, fhould en- 
courage thole that find themfelves grieved, to 

think of methods tending to a change. 

Thirdly, the neighbourhood of the Swedes, 
who have ftill their eye upon Denmark, and long 

to be foie monarchs of the north; and matters of 

the 
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the Baltic-fea. Now the burden being To great 
as it is, one would think the natives, in hopes of 

cafe, would rather wifli for, than defend their 
country from, an invader; becaufe they have lit- 
tle or no property to lole, and imagine there is 

fcarce a poffibility of changing for the worle. 

Fourthly, the numeroufnefs of the royal fa- 
mily. There being four princes, it will be rare 
if concord be maintained among them all, efpeci- 
ally fince the younger are like to be but meanly 

provided for: fo that frequent occafions may be 
taken from quarrels and difputes (which polfibly 
in future times may arile among them) of doing 

fbmething in favour of liberty. 
These reafons might caufe one to make a judg- 

ment, that the Danifh government could not long 

fubfift as it is. But, on the other hand, there are 
no lefs weighty ones which would induce to be- 

lieve the contrary: for, firlf, the ancient love of 
liberty leems to be quite extinft in the north, and 

in its place to have fucceeded the conveniencies 
of a dull obedience. A miferable life, which jogs 
on at the Rime heavy rate, has a mixture of me- 

lancholy eafe with it, which is preferred before 
thofe fudden accidents, and brilk traverfes, of for- 
tune, which commotions would occafion; efpecial- 
ly by a people naturally of an unaftive body and 
heavy fpirit, depreffed by their misfortunes, which 
are now grown up with them, and become their 
familiar companions. 

In the fecond place, the newnefs of the altera- 
tion of the government leems to have little o no 

influence at prefent upon the people: for the king 

T 
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has taken fuch care by reducing ancient and rich 

families to a low eftate, by railing new ones, by 
making all the people poor in fpirit as well as 

purle, that thirty-two years has had an effect con- 
ducing to his purpole, as much as three hundred 

could have done: infomuch that I verily believe 
the Danes do now really love fervitude; and, like 

the Cappadocians of old, could not make ule of 

liberty if it were offered them, but would throw 

it away if they had it, and refume their chains. 
Poffibly they would with them lefs weighty, but 
chains they could not live without- If there be 
one or two among fo many thoulands who are 

of contrary fentiments, they dare not lb much as 

mutter them to their own children, nor would be 
heard with patience if they did. 

Thirdly, the unity of religion, and the opi- 

nions, together with the authority, of the priells, 
Icems to have cut away the root of {edition, from 

whence alterations might proceed. 
Fourthly, a {landing army, compofed for the 

moll part of foreigners, who have no value for 
the natives, nor any concern for their welfare. 

The court feems to have had this in its eye, when 
it railed and maintained fuch an army; but in 

procefs of time the army is become the people; 

that is to lay, the only thing worth the king’s 
care and affeftion, and the people nothing; (b 
that no defigns, tending to a revolution, are to be 
feared from them. 

Fifthly, the Swedes treat their own fubjefts at 
fuch a rate, as gives the Danes but little profpeft 

of bencht by a change ; and befides, there is fuch 
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a fixed hatred between thefe two nations, by rea- 
fon of the injuries they have fo often given and 

received, that it is thought impoffible that the 

Danes, who have been for the mofi: part the ag- 
greilors, as well as the fufferers, can ever forgive 
them. Many judicious perfbns do think, how- 
ever, that the Swede would find means to over- 
come thele difficulties, did not the difcontents he 
has raifed at home make war dangerous to him ; 

and the interefi: of almofi: all the other princes of 
Europe concur in the prcfervation of the Danes, 
under the domination of their own king, by ob- 
fixufling any further accelfion of power and ter- 

ritories to the Swedes, And this is certainly fuch 
a bar as cannot be leaped over; fb that little of 

alteration feems to be expe&ed in Denmark from 

hence. 

Lastly, thofe jealoufies, whichufe to reign in 
the families of princes, are not fo common nor 
fatal in Germany as elfewhere : the king of Den- 
mark is a German prince himfelf, and it is likely 
will find fuch means of preferring his younger 
fons, as may content them, either by breeding 

them up to the war (which is the moft ordinary 
wray) or by affigning them apanages in convenient 
places not liable to dilpute. Befides, it is no rare 
thing in Germany to fee princes fatisfied with 
very moderate revenues: fo that the commonnefs 

of the thing takes away the difcontent, which 
might arife in high-born fpirits by reafbn of the 
lownefs of their fortunes; and if any wars be in 
Europe, thither they all run to get bread and re- 
putation. What elfe fhould we do for a flock of 
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generals in fuch havockas the prefent wars make 

of them? therefore nothing ofinteftine commo- 

tions feems to be reafonably expe&ed from hence, 
that (hall alter the form of government. And 

from all thefe reafons it may be concluded, that 
the prelent Rate is fixed and durable; and that 
the people with great difficulty may perhaps 
change their mailers, but never their condition. 

THE END. 
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