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Advertifement 

FROM 

The Academy of Sciences, Polite 

Literature and Arts, at Lyons. 

HE Abbe' Raynal, after having en 

lightened men by his writings, defired 

ftill to procure them new knowledge, by 

exciting emulation. Afibciated in the la- 

bours of the Academy of Lyons, he has 

propofed to this Society, to announce two 

Subjects for Prizes; for which he has made 

a fund, to be diftributed by the Academy, 

to the Authors who {hall be judged to have 

bell anfwered the defign of the edift. 

The Academy has accepted of this offer 

with gratitude, and is earneft to publifh the 

two Subjedls. 

The firjl Subject propofed for the year 

1782, relates exclufively to the manufac- 

tures and profperity of Lyons ; and, though 

dictated with the moft judicious and patrio- 

tic views, we may be excufed for not giving 

it here, its objeft being purely local and 
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confined, and not having, like that of the 

fecond, a direft and immediate relation to 

the interefts of mankind. 

For the year 1783, the Academy pro- 

pofes the following Subject  

Has the difcovery of America been ufefid, or 

hurtful, to mankind ? 

Jf advantages have refulted from it, what 

are the means to preferve and encreafe 

them ? 

Jf it has been productive of dfadvantages, 

what ace the means to cure them f 

The prize confifts of fifty guineas and 

upwards, which will be remitted to the vic- 

torious Author, or his Proxy. 

CONDITIONS. 

Every perfon, of every nation, may be 

a competitor for this prize, except tutelary 

and veteran Academicians. Afibciates {hall 

be admitted. The Authors {hall not make 

themfelves known, dire&ly, nor indirectly. 
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They fliall put a device at the head of the 

work j and fhall annex to it a fealed note, 

containing the fame device, their names, and 

places of abode. 

Confidering the importance of the Sub- 

jed, the Academy fets no bounds to the 

length of the performances ; but defires the 

Authors to write them in French or Latin. 

No work will be admitted after the ill 

of February 1783. The Academy will pro- 

claim the prize the fame year, in its public 

affembly, after St Lewis’s day, the 25th of 

Auguft. The . pacquets fhall be direded 

to Lyons, free of poftage,—to 

M. La Tourrette, Secretaire perpetuelpour 

la Clajfe des Sciences, Rue Boijfac ; or, to 

M. De Bory, Secretaire perpetuel pour la 

Clajfe des Belles Lettres, Rue Boijfac ; or, to 

M. A1 m e d e la Roche, Jmprimeur 

Libraire de t Academic, maifon de balles de 

la Grenette. 

(Signed) LA TOURRETTE. 

Perpetual Secretary* 
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the 

Revolution 

O F 

AMERICA. 

U-) Tj’NGLAND put an end to a long ,7s3. 
JL_J and bloody war, in which her 

fleets had difplayed a victorious flag in every 

part of the ocean; in which her dominion, 

already too much extended, was increafed 

with a vaft territory in the Two Indies. This 

might add to her glory abroad; but, at home, 

ihe was obliged to groan with her acquifi- 

tions and triumphs. Crufhed under the bur- 

den or a debt or L. 148,000,000 Sterl. which 

cofl her an intereft of L. 4,9J9,°oo, fhe 

could fcarcely defray the molt. neceflary ex- 

pences with about L. 5,777,778, which re- 

maineu of her revenue; and this revenue, 
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far from being fufceptible of an increafe, had 

no certain liability. 

The lands remained under a heavier tax 

than they had ever been burdened with in 

time of peace. New taxes had been laid on 

houfes and windows. The control of the 

Ads lay heavy on every fund. Wine, plate, 

cards, dice, every thing regarded as an ob- 

ject of luxury and amufement, paid more 

than could have been expecled. To make 

amends to the Exchequer for the facrifxce it 

had made to the prefervation of the fubjeds, 

in prohibiting fpirituous liquprs, a tax had 

been laid on malt, cyder, beer, and every 

drink ufed by the people. Every thing ex- 

ported or imported was loaded with cultoms 

of entry and clearance. Materials and work- 

m an (hip had rifen to fo high a price in Great 

Britain, that her traders faw themfelves fup- 

planted in foreign markets, where, till then, 

they had not even been rivalled. The pro- 

fits of all her foreign trade did not annually 

exceed L. 2,488,889 ; and from that, about 

L. 5,555-556 were to be deduded, for the 

arrears of fums placed by.ftrangers in the 

public funds. 

y ' - 
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The fprings of the State were {trained. 

The mufcles of the body politic, having been 

violently ftretched, had been put out of their 

place. It was a critical time : It was nccef- 

fary to give the people refpite; they could 

not lelfen the expence, to give them com- 

fort. The expences of Government were 

neceffary, either to enhance the value of 

conquefts, which had coft fo much blood 

and treafure ; or to reftrain the Houfe of 

Bourbon, inccnfed at the humiliating ftrokes 

of lad war, and facrihces made at lalt peace. 

For want of other means, to give prefent 

fecurity, and future profperity, they thought 

of calling the colonies to -the aid of the mo- 

ther country. This def.gn was wife and juft. 

(2.) Ali. the members of a confederacy, 

as far as it is in their power, fhouldjtontri- 

bute to its defence and glory ; fince it is by 

the public force alone, that every clafs can 

preferve the full and peaceable enjoyment of 

what it podelfes. The indigent perfon has 

undoubtedly lefs intereft in it than the rich ; 

but he is interefted, firft in the prefervation 

ol his tranquillity, next in that of the na- 
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tional riches, to a (hare of which he has a 

claim by his induftry. There is no princi- 

ple of fociety more evident; and yet no fault 

in Government more common, than the vio- 

lation of this principle. V/hence can this 

perpetual contradiction arife between the 

knowledge and conduCt of Governments ? 

From the fault of the legifiative power, in 

exaggerating the maintenance of the public 

force, and diverting to whimfical purpofes 

a part of the fund appointed for that main- 

tenance ; the trader’s and labourer’s mo- 

ney, and the poor’s fubhftence, feized in 

town and country in ri:c name oi the State, 
ar:d proitituted at Court to interett and ••'ice, 

ferve to increafe the vain glory of a fet of 

men, who flatter, hate, and corrupt their 

1Y1 after, and, in ftiil bafer hands, ferve as pay 

for their fcandalous and fhameful pleafures. 

It is prodigally wafted on gorgeous ap- 

parel, the vain ornament of thole who can 

have no real grandeur ; and on feafts, the 

illift of impotent floth, amidil the cares and 

toils which mult attend the adminiftration 

of an Empire. A part, indeed, is appropriat- 

ed to the public wants j but difttaded inca- 
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pacity applies it without judgment or oecono- 

my. Deluded authority, making no condc- 

fcending attempt to be undeceived, allows an 

unjuft diftribution of taxation, and a mode of 

collecbing it, which is itfelf another oppreffion» 

Then every patriotic fentiment is extinguilh- 

ed. A war is made between the King and 

fubje&s. 1'hey who colleft the revenues of 

State, are deemed enemies of the free-born 

fubjeft, who defends his fortune from taxa- 

tion, as he would from an invafron. What- 

ever cunning can purloin from flrength, ap- 

pears a lawful gain. Subje&s, corrupted by 

Government, make reprifals on the mailer 

who plunders them. In this unequal con- 

fii£l, they perceive not, that they themfelves 

are the dupes and victims. The infatiable 

and violent Exchequer, lefs fatisfied with 

what is given it, than provoked at what is 

refufed, purfues, with an hundred hands, 

that which one had the boldnefs to carry 

off. It joins the a&fvity of power to that of 

interelt. Troubles are multiplied, under the 

famftion of punifhment and juftice ; and this 

monfter, which beggars all whom it tor- 

fents, thanks Heaven for the number of 
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the guilty whom it punifhes, and of the 

offences which make it thrive. Happy the 

Sovereign, who, to prevent fo much abufe, 

would not fcorn to give his people a faithful 

account, how the fums he would exa£t of 

them are to be employed. But that Sove- 

reign has not yet appeared, and will certain- 

ly never be feen. However, the debt of 

the protefted,to the State which protects, is 

no lei’s necefi'ary and facred; and no people 

have been unmindful of it. The Englifh 

colonies of North America had not denied 

it; the Britifh Miniftry had never applied 

to them, without obtaining the folicited aids. 

But thefe were gifts, and not taxes, fince 

they were granted only, after free and pu- 

blic deliberations, in the affembly of each 

fettlement. The mother-country had been 

engaged in expenfive and cruel wars. Her 

tranquillity had Been difiurbed by riotous and 

enterprifmg Parliaments. Her prefumptuous 

and depraved Minifters had been unhappily 

difpofed to ere£t the royal prerogative* upon 

the ruin of all the rights and powers of the 

people. Revolutions had taken place, with- 

out their having thought of attacking a cuf- 
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tom eftablHhed by the happy experience of 

two ages. 

The provinces of the New World were 

accuftomed to look on this manner of fur- 

nilhing their quota of men and money as a 

right. Allowing this claim to have been 

doubtful or erroneous, prudence would have 

forbidden it to be too openly attacked.— 

The art of maintaining authority, is a deli- 

cate art, which requires more circumfpedion 

than is imagined. Thofe who govern, are 

perhaps too much accuftomed to hold men 

in contempt. They look upon them too of- 

ten as flaves, prone by nature, while they 

are only fo by habit. If you bend them far- 

ther by an additional weight, beware, left, 

with elaftic fury, they recover their primi- 

tive re£litude. Forget not, that the lever 

of power has no other fulcrum than opi- 

nion ; that the ftrength of thofe who go- 

vern, is really nothing but the ftrength of 

thofe who allow themfelves to be governed. 

Inftruct not the people, diverted by their 

labours, or lulled afleep in their chains, to 

lift their eyes upon truths too formidable to 

you j and, when they obey, do not make 
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them remember that they have a right to 

command. As foqn as the moment of that 

terrible awakening lhall come ; as foon as 

they (hall have thought that they are not 

made for their rulers, but their rulers for 

them ; as foon as they {hall have been able 

to come together, to underhand one an- 

other, and with one voice to pronounce, 

JVe will not have this law ; this cnjlom dif- 

plcafes ns : there is no medium •, you muff, 

by an unavoidable alternative, either yield or 

punifh, (hew your weaknefs, or your power 

and difpofition to be tyrants ; and your au- 

thority, henceforth defpifed or difgraced, 

whatever refolution it may take, will have 

no other choice from the people, than open 

infolence, pr concealed hatred. 

The firft duty of a wife adminiftration, 

then, is to refpect the predominant opinions 

of the country ; for opinions are the deart (I 

property of the people, a dearer property 

than even their fortune. If they tend to 

impair the ftrength of the State, the Mini- 

ftry may undoubtedly labour to rectify them 

by inftru&ion, or change them by perfua- 

lion; but, without neceflity, he muft not 
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contradict them. There never was any for 

rejecting the fyftem adopted by North A- 

merica. 

Indeed, whether the different provinces 

of this New World had been authorifed ac- 

cording to their wifhes, to fend Reprefenta- 

tives to Parliament, there to deliberate with 

their fellow-citizens on the exigences of the 

whole Britifh empire ; or that they had con- 

tinued to examine, in their own alfeinblies, 

what contribution it was proper for them to 

grant, the refult could give no trouble to 

the Exchequer.—In the former cafe, the 

claims oi their deputies w.-W.} have been 

overpowered by a majority ; and thofe pro- 

vinces would have feen themfclves legally 

charged with that part of the burden, which 

Government wanted to make them bear.—. 

In the latter, the Minifter, difpofmg of ho- 

nours, offices, penfions, and even of elec- 

tions, would not have met with mote oppo- 

fition in the other hemifphere, than in this. 

However, the maxims facred among the 

Americans, had another foundation than the 

opinions with which they were prepofTeffird. 

They grounded them on the nature of their 
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charters ; and, ftill more folidly, on the right 

which every Englifh i'ubjed; hath, not to be 

taxed \Vithout his own confent, or that of 

his Reprefentative. 'I’his right, which ought 

to be the right of every people, mice it is 

founded on the eternal law of reafon, was 

traced back to its origin in the reign of Ed- 

ward the Fir ft. From that time, the En- 

glilh never loft fight of it. In peace, in 

war ; under rigorous, as well as pufillani- 

mous kings ; in the time of flavery, as well 

as in the time of anarchy, they continually 

laid claim to it. Under the Tudors, we 

faw them abandon their moft precious rights, 

and, without refiftance, give their heads to 

the axe of tyrants ; but never renounce the 

right of taxing themfelves. In defence of 

this, torrents of blood were made to flow ; 

Kin gs were dethroned and punUhed. In 

fhort, at the Revolution 1688, this right 

was folemnly acknowledged, in the famous 

aft, in which we faw Liberty, with the fame 

hand by which (he expelled a defpotic King, 

draw the articles of a contraft between a 

nation and the new Sovereign who had juft 

been eleftcd. This prerogative of the peo- 
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pie, undoubtedly much more facred than fo 

many imaginary rights which fuperftition 

would fan&ify in tyrants, was at once both 

the inftrument and bulwark of Englilh li- 

berty. England thought, fire perceived that 

this was the only barrier which could ever 

put a flop to defpotifm ; that the moipent 

a people are (tripped of this privilege, they 

are condemned to oppreffion ; that the funds 

fpecioufly raifed for their fafety, are fooner 

or later employed for their ruin. The En- 

glifh colonifts had carried thefe principles 

to America, and handed them down to their 

pofterity. 

Ah ! if in thefe countries even of Eu- 

rope, where liavery feems long ago to have 

been feated amidft vice, riches, and arts ; 

where the defpotifm of armies, fupports the 

defpotifm of courts ; where man, in chains 

from lbs cradle, bound with the double ties 

of fuperftition and policy, hath never breath- 

ed the air of liberty : If in thefe countries, 

however, tl.ofe who have reflected once 

in thei: life on the lot of States, cannot re- 

frain from adopting thefe maxims, and en- 

. vying the happy people who could make 
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them the bafe and principles of their confti- 

tution ; how much more ought their children 

in America to be attached to them, who have 

received this inheritance from their fathers ? 

They know at what price their anceftors 
purchafed it. The very country which they 

inhabit, mud nourifh in them a fenfation 

favourable to thefe ideas. Difperfed over a 

vaft continent ; free as nature, which fur- 

rounds them, among rocks, mountains, and 

the extenfive plains of their defarts; on the 

borders of forefts, where every thing is 

{till wild, and where nothing calls to mind 

either the flavery or tyranny of man ; they 

feem to receive, from every natural objedt, 

lelfons of liberty and independence. Be- 

fides, thefe people, almoft all addicted to 

agriculture, trade, and ufeful labours, which, 

by giving fimplicity of manners, exalt and 

corroborate the mind, and hitherto as re- 

mote from riches as poverty, can neither 

be corrupted yet, by cxcefiive luxury, nor 

extreme want. It is in this date, efpecial- 

)y, that the man who enjoys liberty can 

maintain it, and (hew himfelf jealous, by de- 

fending a hereditary right, which feems to 
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be the greatefl 'fecurity to every other.— 

Such was the refolutiou of the Americans. 

(3.) Whether the Britifh Miniflry were 

ignorant of thefe difpofitions, or that they 

expefted their delegates would fucceed in 

effedting a change, they fdzed the time of 

a glorious peace, to exact an involuntary 

contribution from their colonies. For it 

may well be obferved, that war, fuccefsful 

or unfuccefsful, ferves always as a pretext 

to the ufurpations of governments ; as if the 

rulers of warlike nations aimed lefs at the 

conqueft of their enemies, than the enflav- 

ing of their lubjedts. The year 1764 pro- 

duced that famous Stamp Adt, which pro- 

hibited every deed, not written on ftampt 

paper, fold for the Exchequer, to be ad- 

mitted into courts of judicature. 

The Englidi provinces of,North America 

are all enraged at this ufurpation of their 

moft precious and moft facred rights. They 

imanimoufly renounce the confumption of 

the articles furnilhed by the mother-country, 

till this unlawful and opprcffive act fhould 

be repealed. The women, whofe weakntfs 

B 
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might have been feared, are moft forward 

in making a facrifice of what they ufed in 

drefs ; the men, by their example, are en- 

couraged to renounce other enjoyments.—• 

Many hufbandmen leave the plough, to be 

bred to arts and manufactures. The coarfe 

woollen, linen, and cotton cloths of their own 

workmanfhip, are purchafed at the prices 

which formerly had been the coft of the 

fin eft cloths and beft ftuffs. 

This fort of confpiracy aftonifhes Govern- 

ment. The outcries of the merchants, 

whofe goods are unopened, encreafe their 

uneafinefs. The enemies of the Miniftry 

keep up thefe difeontents; and the Stamp- 

ACt is repealed, after two years violent com- 

motion, which, at another time, might have 

kindled a civil war. 

But the triumph of the colonies is of 

fhort duration. The Parliament, who had 

yielded with extreme reluCtance, refolved, 

in 1767, that what they,could not obtain by 

means of the Stamp ACl, fliould be raifed 

by the glafs, lead, pafteboard, colours, 

painted paper, and tea, which are carried 

from England to America. The people of 
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the Northern Continent, revolt againfl this 

innovation, no lefs than the former. In 

vain are they told that nobody can contefl 

with Great Britain, the power of laying 

fuch duties on her exports, as bed fuit her 

interefts ; fince fhe takes not from her iet- 

tlements beyond the fea, the liberty of fa- 

bricating thefe articles, which are liable to 

the new duties. This evafion fcems ridi- 

culous to men, who, being bred to nothing 

but agriculture, and obliged to trade with 

none but the Parent State, can neither pro- 

cure, by their induftry at home, nor their 

connexions abroad, the commodities that 

had been taxed. Whether this tribute be 

paid in the old or new world, they know 

that the name makes no change upon the 

thing ; and that their liberty would be at- 

tacked this way, no lefs than in that, which 

had been fuccefsfully repulfed. The colo- 

nifts fee clearly, that Government means to 

deceive them, and they will not be deceived. 

This political fophiftry appears to them, what 

it is, the malk of tyranny. 

Nations, in general, are made more for 

feeling than thinking. Mod of them never 

B 2 
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think of fcarching into the nature of the 

power by which they are governed. From 

a habit of obeying, they obey witnout re- 

fieQion.' The origin and objeft of the firft 

national focieties being unknown, all oppo- 

fition to their will appears criminal. It is 

chiefly in States where the principles of le- 

giflation are confounded with thofe of reli- 

gion, that this blindnefs is ordinary. The 

habit of believing favours the habit of fuf- 

fering. Man abandons no natural poffef- 

fion with impunity. Nature feems to be 

revenged of him who dares thus degrade 

her. This fervile difpofition of mind ex- 

tends itfelf to every thing. It makes a du- 

ty of fubmiflion as well as humility, and, 

killing every chain with refpedt, trembles to 

examine laws as well as dodirines. As one 

extravagance, in religious opinions, is fuf- 

ficient, in minds once deceived, to make 

them be adopted without number, fo the 

firft ufurpation of Government opens the 

door to every other. Who believes moft, 

believes leaf! ; who can do moft, can do 

leaft. It is by this double ahufe of credu- 

lity and authority, that every abfurdity in 
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matter of worfliip and government has been 

introduced into the world, in order to ruin 

men. Thus the firfl fign of liberty among 

nations, carried them to fhake off thefe two 

yokes at once ; and the time in which the 

human mind began to enquire into the ab- 

ufes of the Church and the Clergy, is that 

in which Reafon at lad difcovered the rights 

of the people, and Courage fird attempted 

to fet bounds to defpotifm. The principles 

of toleration and liberty, edablifhed in the 

Englifh, had made them a difterent people 

from others. There they knew what w'as 

the dignity of man. The Britilh Minidry 

trefpading againd it, it behoved a people, 

compofcd altogether of freemen, to revolt 

againd the outrage. 

Three years elapfed without any of the 

taxes having been received, which had fo 

much galled the Americans. That was 

fomething ; but it was not ail that was pro- 

pofed by men jealous of their prerogatives : 

They wanted a general and formal renun- 

ciation of what had been fo illegally com- 

manded ; and that fatisfa&ion was granted 

them in 1770. The tea only was excepted. 

B 3 
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This referve had no other aim, than to cloak 

the lhame of entirely giving up the fuperiori- 

ty of the mother-country over her colonies; 

for this duty was exafted no more than the 

others had been. 

The Miniftry, deceived by their delegates, 

certainly believed the difpofitions of the New 

World to be altered, when, in 1773, they 

ordered the receipt of the duty upon tea. 

At this news, the indignation of North 

America becomes general. In fome pro- 

vinces, they vote thanks to the failors who 

had refufed to take this produce on board. 

In others, the merchants, to whom it is 

configned, refufe to receive it. Here they 

declare him an enemy to his country, who 

Ihall be fo bold as to fell this commodity. 

There they brand with the fame difgrace, 

thofe who fhall keep it in their ware-houfes. 

Many provinces folemnly renounce the v ufe 

of this drink. A greater number burn what 

remains of this leaf, which, till then, was a 

pleafant object. The tea difpatched for this 

part of the globe, was valued at more than 

I.. 200,000, and there was not fo much as 

one cheft of it landed. Bolton was the chief 
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theatre of this infurre&ion. Its inhabitants de- 

ftroyed, in the very harbour, three cargoes of 

tea which arrived from Europe. The people 

of this great town had always appeared more 

taken up with their rights, than the reft of 

America. The lealt blow fetched at their privi- 

leges, was rudely repulfed. This oppofition, 

fometimes accompanied with tumults, had 

harafled Government for fome years. The 

Miniftry, who were to revenge it, feized too 

brifkly the circumftance of a blameable ex- 

cels, and afked of the Parliament a fevere 

punifhment. 

Moderate people defired that the guilty 

city fhould only be fentenced to an indem- 

nification, in proportion to what had been 

deftroyed in their road; and to the fine 

which it deferved, for not having punifhcd 

this aft of violence. This punifhment was 

thought too light; and, on the i 5th of March 

1774, a bill wras paffed, which fhut up the 

port of Boflon, and forbade any thing to be 

landed there, or received on board. 

The Court of London was applauded for 

fo rigorous a law ; and it was not doubted, 

but that it would bring the Boflonians to 
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that fervile fpirit, which, till then, they had 

laboured in vain to give them. It, againft 

every appearance, thefe bold men ihould 

perlevere in their claims, their neighbours 

would eagerly profit by the fufpenhon laid 

on the principal part ot the province. Sup- 

pofing things to come to the word, the 

other colonies, long fince jealous of that of 

Maffachufet, .would abandon it with indif- 

ference to its fad lot, and reap the fruits of 

the vaft trade which its misfortunes Ihould 

reltore to them. In this manner, the union 

of thefe different fettlements Ihould be broken, 

which, in the eyes of the mother-country, 

had fome years ago been too firmly elta- 

blilhed. 

The Miniltry’s hopes were generally dif- 

appointed. A rigorous aft fometimes de- 

ceives them. The people, who have mur- 

mured while the ftorm was only roaring at 

a diftance, often fubmit, when it is ready 

to fall upon them. It is then that they 

weigh the advantages and difadvantages of 

refiftance ; that they meafure their own 

ftrength, and that of their opprelfors ; that 

a panic feizes them, who have every thing 
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to lofc, and nothing to gain ; diat they cry 

aloud, terrify, and corrupt one another; that 

dilcord arifes in their minds ; that the fo- 

ciety is divided between two factions, which 

give mutual provocation, come fometimes to 

blows, and murder one another in the fight 

of their tyrants, who are well pleafed to fee 

their blood fhed. But tyrants find not many 

accomplices, except among people already cor- 

rupted. Thefe are the vices which give them 

allies among thofe whom they opprefs : Ef- 

feminacy, which is affrighted, and dares not 

exchange its trano^illity for honourable dan- 

gers : the vile ambition of ruling, which 

affifts defpotifm, and confents to be a have, 

in order to rule ; to betray a people, in or- 

der to {hare their fpoil ; to renounce real 

honour, in order to obtain falfe honours, 

and empty biles : efpccially, indifferent and 

cold perfonality, the baft ft vice of a people, 

and crime of a Government; for it is always 

Government which gives birth to it. It is 

this vice, which, from principle, facrifices a 

nation to one man, and the happintfs of a 

century and pofterity to the enjoyment of 

a day and a moment. None of thefe vices, 
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the fruits of an opulent and voluptuous fo- 

ciety, of a fociety grown old, and arrived at 

its laft ftage, belong to a new people, who 

are chiefly employed in the cultivation of 

their lands. The Americans continued u- 

nited. The execution of an aft, which they 

called inhuman, barbarous, and murdering, 

only confirmed their refolution of maintain- 

ing their rights with more unity and con- 

ftancy. 

At Boffon, their fpirits are raifed more 

and more. The cry of religion ftrengthens 

that of liberty. The churches refound with 

the moft violent exhortations againlf England. 

It was, no doubt, an interefting fpeftacle 

for philofophy, ta fee, that, in the churches, 

at the foc^ of the altars, where fuperllition 

has fo often bleffed the chains of the peo- 

ple, where priefts have fo often flattered 

tyrants, Liberty raifed her voice to defend the 

privileges of the people opprefled. If we be- 

lieve that the Deity condefcends to look down 

on the unhappy quarrels of men, he would 

certainly rather chufe to fee his fanftuary 

devoted to that ufe, and hymns to Liberty 

become a part of the w^orfhip which his mi- 
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rulers d're&cd to him. Thefe difeourfes 

mul have had a great cleft ; and when a 

free people invoke Heaven again! oppreffion, 

they do not hefitate to run to arms. 

The other inhabitants of the Malachufet 

difdain even the idea of deriving the leal 

advantage from the difaler of the capital. 

They think only of binding fa! the ties which 

unite them with the Bolonians, difpofed ra- 

ther to be buried under the ruin of their 

common country, than that their rights, 

which they have learned to cherilh more 

than life, fhould fuffer the kal injury. 

All the provinces efpoufc the caufe of 

Bolon ; and their aleftion increafes with 

the misfortune and fufferings of that unhap- 

py town. Almol guilty of the fame oppo- 

fition which had been fo feverely puniihed, 

they fee clearly that the vengeance of the 

Parent State again! them is only delayed ; 

and that all the favour with which the mo! 

befriended can flatter themlelves, 'will be, to 

be the la! who fliall feel the weight of the 

oppreflbr’s arm. 

This tendency to a general infurreftion, is 

increafed by the Aft again! Bolon, which 
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is circulated over the whole Continent, on 

paper edged with black, an emblem of the 

mourning of Liberty. Soon uneafmefs is 

communicated from houfe to houfe. The 

freemen meet, and converfe in public places; 

pamphlets, full of eloquence and vigour, 

iflue from every prefs. 

“ The feverities of the Britifh Parlia- 
<c ment againfl: Bolton,” fay they in thefe 

pamphlets, “ mult make every American 

“ province tremble. They have no other 

“ choice, but fire, fword, and the horrors 
te of death, or the yoke of a daltardly and 
£‘ flavilh obedience. Behold ! the aera of 

an important Revolution is at lall come; 

“ the event of which, happy or fatal, will 

“ for ever fix the regret or admiration of 

“ polterity. ^ 

“ Shall we be free, or lhall we be Haves ? 

“ On the folution of this great problem de- 
<c pend the lot of three millions of men at 

“ prefent, and the happinefs or mifery of 

“ their innumerable pofterity for the future. 

“ Awake, then, O Americans ! Never 

“ was the country which you inhabit, co- 

“ vered with fo gloomy clouds. They call 
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“ you Rebels, becaufe you will only be 

“ taxed by your Reprefentatives. Make 
<c good your claims by your courage, or 

“ feal the lofs with all your blood. 

‘‘ There is no more time to deliberate. 

“ When the oppreflbr’s hand labours incef- 

“ fantly in forging chains for you, filence 

“ would be a crime, and inaftion a difgrace. 

“ The prefervation of the rights of the Re- 

“ public, is your fupreme law. He would 

“ be the molt abject of Haves, who, in the 

“ danger in which American liberty is, 
tc would not do his utmofi: to preferve it.” 

This difpofition was common: but it was 

important, it was difficult, in the midlt 

of a general tumult, to procure a calm, by 

means of which an union of wills might be 

formed, which fhould give dignity, ftrength, 

and conftancy to their refolutions. It is 

this union, which, of a multitude of feparate 

parts, each eafy to be broken, compofes a 

whole, which cannot be fo, unlefs, by force 

or policy, it be divided. The neceffity of 

this great union was feen by the provinces 

of New Hampfhire, Maffachufet, Rnocle- 

Ifland, Connecticut, New York, New Terf v, 
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the three counties of the Delaware, Mary- 

land, Pennfylvania, Virginia, and the two 

Carolinas. Thefe twelve colonies, to which 

Georgia is fmce joined, font, in the month 

of September 1774, to Philadelphia, deputies 

charged with the defence of their rights and 

interefts. 

Now the quarrels of the mo&her-country 

with her colonies, alfume an importance 

which they had not before. It is no more 

the ftubborn refiftance of a few individuals 

oppofing their imperious mailers : It is the 

flruggle of one body with another, of the 

American Congrefs with the Englilh Parlia- 

ment, of one nation with another. From 

refolutions taken on both fides, their minds 

are heated more and more. Ill-will increafes. 

All hope of reconciliation vanilhes. Both 

fides whet the fword. Great Britain fends 

armies into the New World. The other hc- 

mifpherc is bufied in its defence. There 

the freemen become foldiers. Combuitibles 

are amaffed, and are foon to rife in flames. 

Gage, commander of the King’s forces, 

in the night of the 18th of April 1775, 

fends a detachment from Bofton, with or- 
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ders to deftroy a magazine of arms and am- 

munition, collected at Concord by the Ame- 

ricans. At Lexington, the foldiers of this 

detachment meet fome militia, whom they 

eafily difperfe, march rapidly on, and exe- 

cute their orders. Scarce have they taken 

their way again to die capital, when they 

fee themfelves aflailed, for the fpace of fif- 

teen miles, by a furious mob. Lives are 

loft on both ftdes. Englifh blood, fo many 

times died in Europe by Englifh hands, in 

its turn waters America, and the civil war 

is begun. 

In the fame field, the following months, 

more regular battles are fought. Warren 

becomes a victim in one of thefe murdering 

unnatural a&ions. The Congrefs honour 

his allies. 

“ He is not dead,” faid'the orator; 

“ this excellent citizen fliall not die.—He 

“ fliall be perpetually prefent in our me- 

“ mory, perpetually dear to every honeft 

“ man, to ail thofe who flrall love their 

“ country. In the fhort courfe of a life of 

“ thirty-three years, he had difplayed the 

“ talents of a flatefnian, the virtues of a 
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*ft fenator, and the foul of a hero. Ap- 

“ proach the bloody body of Warren, all 

“ you whom .the fame intereft animates.— 

“ Wafli his honourable wounds with your 

“ tears; but (lay not too long with the 

“ lifelefs carcafe. Return to your abodes, 

“ there to make the crime of tyranny be 

“ detefted. Let this horrible pi£lure make 

“ the hair of your children’s heads Hand 

“ on end ; let their eyes be inflamed ; let 

“ their foreheads become threatning ; let 

“ their mouths exprefs indignation. Then, 

“ then you flnall give them arms; and your 

“ lad prayer fliall be, that they may return 
ts victors, or end like Warren.” 

The troubles, which difquieted Maflachu- 

fet, were the fame in the other provinces.—- 

The fcenes there were not indeed bloody, 

becaufe no Rritifh foldiers were there ; but 

every-where the Americans feized on forts, 

arms, ammunition; every-where they expel- 

led their Governors, and other officers ol the 

civil lid ; every-where they abufed thofe inha- 

bitants, who appeared favourable to the caufe 

of the mother-country. Some enterprifing 

men carry their boldnefs fo far as to feize 
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on the works formerly raifed by the French 

on Lake Champlain, between New England 

and Canada, and to make an irruption into 

that extenfive country. 

Whilft individuals only, or feparate dif- 

triefs, ferve the common caufe to fo good 

purpofe, the Congrefs are bufied with the 

care of aflembling an army. The command 

of it is given to George Wafnington, born, 

in Virginia, and known by fome happy ac- 

tions in the former wars. Immediately the 

new General flies to Mafihchufet, pufhes the 

King’s forces from poft to pod, and obliges 

them to fhut themfelves up in Boffon. Six 

thoufand of thefe veterans, efcaped from the 

fword, difeafe and every mifery, and preffed 

by hunger or the enemy, embark the 24th 

of March 1776, with a precipitation which 

favours of flight. They go to feek refuge 

in Nova Scotia, which continued, as well as 

Florida, faithful to its old mafters. 

(5.) This fuccefs was the firft flep of En- 

glifli America towards a revolution. They 

began to wifh for it openly. They publiflied 

every-where the principles upon which they 
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juflified it. Thefe principles, brought forth 

in Europe, and particularly in England, had 

been, by philofophy, carried over to Ame- 

rica. Againfl the Parent State, they made 

ule of her own reafoning, and faid— 

We murt: take good care, not to con- 

found Society and Government. To know 

them, let us enquire into their origin. 

Man, thrown as it were by chance on 

this globe ; furrounded with all the evils of 

nature ; obliged continually to defend and 

protect his life, againfl the florms and tem- 

pefts of the air, the inundations of the wa- 

ters, the fires and flames of volcanoes, the 

intemperature of the torrid and frigid zones, 

the flerility of the earth which refufes him 

food, or her unhappy fruitfulnefs which 

makes poifons fprin'g under his feet ; in 

fhort, againfl; the teeth of wild hearts, which 

difpute with him his abode and his prey, 

and, fighting him, feem inclined to make 

themfelves fovereigns of this globe, of which 

he thinks himfelf mafter : Man, in this ftate, 

left alone, could do nothing for his prefer- 

vation. It was then neceffary for the indi- 

viduals of the fpecies to unite and aifociate, 
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in order to turn their ftrength and {kill to 

the good of the whole. It is by this union 

that he has triumphed over fo many evils, 

that he has fafhioned this globe to his ufe, 

confined rivers, fubje&ed feas, fecured his 

fubfiftence, conquered a part of the animals, 

obliging them to ferve him, and driven the 

reft far from his empire, to the remoteft 

parts of the defarts or woods, where their 

number decreafes from age to age. What 

one man alone could not do, men in concert 

have done ; and, all together, they preferve 

their work.—Such is the origin, fuch the 

advantage and end of Society. 

Government owes its birth to the necef- 

ftty of preventing and fupprefling the injuries 

which the aftbciated had to fear from one 

another. It is the fentinel who watches to 

keep the common works from"beingdifturbed. 

Thus Society took its rife from the ne- 

ceffities of men ; Government, from their 

vices. Society tends always to good ; Go- 

vernment fhould always tend to fupprefs evil. 

Society is the firft; it is, in its origin, free 

and independent : Government was inftitu- 

ted for it, and is only its inftrument. It is 
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the property of the one to command, and 

of the other to obey. Society formed the 

public ft^ength ; Government, which re- 

ceived it from Society, fhould devote it 

wholly to its ufe. In fhort, Society Is eiTen- 

tially good; Government, as we know, may 

be, and is only too often bad. 

It has been laid. That we are all born 

equal : that is not the cafe-—That we had 

all the fame rights : I know not what the 

rights are, where there is an inequality of 

parts, or of ftrength ; and no fecurity, no 

authority—That Nature offered us all the 

fame abode, and fame fhifts: that is not fo. 

—That, without diflinction, we have the fame 

means of defence given us : that is not fo; 

and I know not in what fenfe it can be 

true, that we enjoy the fame qualities of 

mind and body. 

There is among men, an original inequa- 

lity, which nothing can remedy. It mu ft 

continue for-ever ; and all that we can ob- 

tain from-the beft fyflem of laws, is not to 

deftroy it, but to binder the abufe of it. 

But, in endowing her children like a 

ftep-mother, in forming fome ftrong, and 
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others weak, has net Nature herfelf formed 

the firft {hoot of tyranny ? I believe it can- 

not be denied ; efpccially if we go back to 

a time prior to all legiflation, when man 

{hewed himfelf as paffionate and unreafon- 

able as the brute. 

What have the founders of nations, what 

have legiflators then propofed ? To prevent 

all the misfortunes of this {hoot, that is dif- 

covered, by a fort of artificial equality, which 

fubmits the members of a fociety, without 

exception, to one impartial authority alone. 

That is a fword, which walks forth indiferi- 

minately over all heads; but that fword was 

ideal. A hand was necefiary, a real being, 

to hold it. 

What has been the refult of it ? That the 

hiftory of civilized men, is only the hiftory 

of their mifery. Every page of it is ftained 

with blood; fome with the blood of eppref- 

fors, others with the blood of the opprefied. 

In this point of view, man {hews himfelf 

more wicked, and more unhappy than the 

brute. One fpecies ot animals fubfilts at 

the expence only ol a different ; but human 

focieties have not ceafed to attack one an- 
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other. Even in one fociety, there is no rank 

which devours not, and is not devoured ; 

whatever may have been, or may be, the 

forms of Government, or artificial equality, 

which has been oppofcd to the primitive or 

natural inequality. 

Butthefe forms of Government, the choice, 

the free choice of our firlt fathers, whatever 

ratification they may have received, either 

from oath, unanimous confent, or from their 

continuation, are they binding upon pofte- 

rity ? They are not. And it is impoflible that 

you Englifhjwho have undergone fucceflively 

fo many different revolutions in your political 

conllitution, driven from monarchy to tyran- 

ny, from tyranny to ariffocracy, from arif- 

tocracy to democracy, from democracy to 

anarchy; it is impoflible that you can, with- 

out accufing yourfelves of rebellion and per- 

jury, think otherwife than I do. 

We examine things like philofophers ; 

and it is well known, that it'is not our fpe- 

culations which bring on civil wars : no fub- 

jefts more patient than we. I am going then 

to purl’ue my fubjett, without being afraid 

of the confequences. 

i 
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If the people are happy under their form 

of Government, they will preferve it. If they 

are unhappy, it will be neither your opinions, 

nor mine: it will be the impoflibility of fuffer- 

ing more, and longer, which will determine 

them to change it; a falutary impulfe, which 

the oppreflbr will call a revolt, though it be 

only the lawful exercife of a natural and un- 

alienable right of the man who is opprelTed, 

and even of the man who is not oppreffed. 

A man wills and chufes for himfelf. He can- 

not will nor chufe for another; and ire would 

be foolilh to will and chufe for him who is 

not yet born, for him who is fome ages from 

his exiftence. There is no individual, who, 

difcontented with the form of his country’s 

government, cannot go fomewhere elfe to 

feek a better : no fociety which has not the 

fame liberty of changing their government, 

which their anceftors had of adopting it. In 

this point, focieties are as it were in the firft 

moment of their civilization ; without which, 

a great evil, nay 1 fay the greatell of evils, 

would be remedilefs. Millions of men would 

have been condemned to endlcfs mifery. 

Conclude, then, with me. 
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That there is no form of Government, 

which has a right to be unchangeable : 

No political authority, which, created 

yefterday, or a thoufand years ago, cannot 

be abrogated in ten years, or to-morrow : 

No power, fo refpeftable, fo facred, that 

is authorifed to regard the State as its pro- 

perty. 

Whoever thinks otherwife, is a Have. He 

is an idolater of his own handywork. 

Whoever thinks otherwife, is a fool, who 

devotes himfelf, his family, his children, his 

children’s children, all to perpetual mifery ; 

by granting his anceftors the right of ftipu- 

lating for him, when he was not in being ; 

and in claiming the right of ftipulating for 

his pofterity, who are not yet in being. 

All authority in this wmrld, began either 

by the confent of fubjects, or the violence 

of the mailer. In both cafes, it may end 

lawfully : nothing gives tyranny a preferip- 

tion againlt liberty. 

The truth of thefc principles is fo much 

the more efiential, as, by its nature, every 

power tends to defpotifm, even in the moil 

jealous nation—in yours, Englilhmen, y :s 

in yours. 
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I have heard it faid by a whig, perhaps a 

fanatic $ but fools drop fometimes words of 

great fenfe : I have heard it faid by him, 

that as long as they could not carry to Ty- 

burn a bad King, or at leaft a wicked Mini- 

fter, with as little formality, pomp, buftle, 

and aftonifhment, as they conduct thither 

the obfcureft; malefactor, the nation would 

neither have that juft idea, nor that full en- 

joyment of their rights, which became a peo- 

ple who durft think or call themfelves free ; 

and yet an adminiftration, by your own con- 

feffion, ignorant, corrupted, and prefumptu- 

ous, hurries you imperioufly, and with im- 

punity, into the deepeft diftrefs. 

The quantity of fpecie, circulating among 

you, is inconfiderable. You are opprefled 

with paper-currency : you have it of all de- 

nominations. All the gold of Europe, col- 

lated into your treafury, would fcarce fuf- 

fice for the difcharge of your national debt. 

We know not by what incredible delufion 

this fi&itious money is fupported. The moft 

frivolous event may, in the courfe of a day, 

throw it into difcredit. An alarm only is 

neceflary to caufe a fuddcn bankruptcy. The 
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frightful confequences, which this want of 

credit would have, are above our concep- 

tion. And this is the time, which is defign- 

ed to make you declare againflyour colonies, 

that is, to raife againfl yourfclves, an unjuft, 

foolifti, and ruinous war. What will be- 

come of you, when an important branch of 

your trade fhall be deftroyed ; when you 

ftiall have loft a third of your poftefiions ; 

when you (hall have maflacred one or two 

millions of your countrymen ; when your 

ftrength lhall be exhaufted, your merchants 

ruined, your manufaflurersreduced toftarve; 

when your debt lhall be increafed, and your 

revenues diminilhed ?—Take care of it, the 

blood of the Americans will fooner or later 

fall on your heads. Its elfufion will be re- 

venged by your own hands ; and the time 

approaches. 

But, you fay, they are Rebels—Rebels ! 

why ? becaufe they are unwilling to be your 

Haves. A people, fubje&ed to the will of 

another people, who may difpofe, at pleafure, 

of their government, laws, and trade ; tax 

them as they pleafe ; limit their induftry, 

and tie them down by arbitrary prohibitions; 
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arc flaves; yes, they are flaves, and their fla- 

very is worfe than what they would fuffer un- 

der a tyrant. Men deliver themfelves from 

the oppreffion of a tyrant, either by expul- 

fion or death. You have done both : but 

a nation is neither killed, nor expelled. Li- 

berty can only be expe&ed from a rupture, 

the confequence of which is the ruin of either 

nation, and fometimes of both. A tyrant is 

a monflter with one head, which may be 

brought down at one ftroke. A defpotic 

nation is a hydra with a thoufand heads, which 

can only be cut off by a thoufand fwords raif- 

ed at once. The crime of opprelfion com- 

mitted by a tyrant, brings all the indignation 

on his own head. The fame crime perpe- 

trated by a numerous fociety, fcatters the hor- 

ror and fhame of it upon a multitude, who 

never blufh. It is every body’s fault ; it is 

nobody’s fault : and the fenfe, wandering in 

defpair, knows not where to go. 

But they are our fuhjecfs Your 

fubjetfs ! no more than the inhabitants of 

Wales are the fubjefts of the people of Lan- 

cafhire. The authority of oi^e nation over 

another, can only be founded on conqueft, 
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general confent, or conditions propofed and 

accepted. Conqueft is not more binding than 

robbery. The confent of anceftors cannot 

oblige poflerity; and there is no condition 

which does not exclude the facrifice of Li- 

berty. Liberty is exchanged for nothing; 

becaufe nothing is comparable to it in va- 

lue. That is the reasoning that you ufed 

with your tyrants ; and I ufe it with you, 

for your colonies. 

‘The land ‘which they pofflfs is ours  

Yours ! fo you call it, becaufe you took it 

by force. But, be it fo—Does not the 

charter you granted, oblige yqu to treat the 

Americans as countrymen? Do you do fo ? 

But charters come well to be confidered 

here, by which men grant that of which 

they are not mafters ; which confequently 

they have no right to grant to a. handful 

of weak men, obliged, by circumftances, to 

receive as a gratuity, what belongs to them 

by natural right. And then, have their 

children, who live at this time, been called 

to the compaft figned by their forefathers ? 

Either confefs the truth of this argument, or 

recall the offspring of James. What right 
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had you to banilh him, which we have not 

to feparate ourfelves from you ? fay the A- 

mericans to you ; and what have you to 

anfwer them ? 

‘They are ungrateful; we are their founders ; 

we have been their defenders ; we have con- 

tracted debt on their account.—Say, on your 

own account, as much, and more than on 

theirs. If you have engaged in their de- 

fence, it is as you would have engaged in 

that of the Sultan of Conftantinople, if your 

ambition or intereft had required it. But, 

have they not acquitted themfelves, by giv- 

ing up their products to you ; by the ex- 

clufive receipt of your merchandife, at the 

exorbitant price which you have been plea- 

fed to put upon it; by fubmitting to prohi- 

bitions, which clog their induftry, and re- 

ftri&ions with which you have injured their 

properties ? Have they not aided you ? 

Have they not contracted debts on your 

account ? Have they not taken up arms, 

and fought for you ?—When you addreffed 

your requefts to them, in fuch a way as it 

is requifite to deal with freemen, did they 

not grant them ? When did you receive a 
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denial from them, but when, clapping your 

bayonets to their breafts, you faid to them, 

Tour ireafures, or lives: Die, or be our Jlaves? 

"What! becaufe you have been benefaftors, 

have you a right to be oppreffors ? What! 

will nations alfo, from gratitude, get a right 

to difgrace, and trample upon, thofe who 

have had the misfortune to receive their be- 

nefits ? Ah ! individuals perhaps, though it 

be no duty, may fupport tyranny in their 

benefa&ors. For them, it is great, it is 

magnanimous, undoubtedly, to confent to be 

unhappy, not to be ungrateful. But the 

morality of nations is different. Public hap* 

pinefs is the firft law, as well as the firft 

duty. The firft obligation of thefe great 

bodies is to themfelves. Above all, they 

owe liberty and juftice to the individuals, of 

which they are compofed. Every child 

born in the State, every new citizen, who 

comes to breathe the air of the country, 

which he has gotten, or which Nature has 

given him, has a right to the greateft hap- 

pinefs which he can enjoy. Every obliga- 

tion, which cannot be reconciled to that, is 

diffolved. Every contrary claim is an at- 
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tempt upon his rights. And what does it 

fignify to him, that they have done a good 

office to his forefathers, if he is deftined to be 

a victim ? What right have they to demand 

from him, with ufury, the payment of this 

debt of benefits, which he has not even ex- 

perienced ? No, no. To defire to arm 

themfelvcs with fuch a title, againfta nume. 

rous people, and their polterity, is to over- 

threw every idea of order and government; 

to a£t contrary to all the laws of Morality, 

while they invoke its name. What have 

you not done for Hanover ? Do you com- 

mand Hanover ? All the Republics of Greece 

were bound by mutual fervices: Did any of 

them require, in gratitude, from the obliged 

Republic, the right of difpofmg of its Go- 

vernment ? 

Our honour is engaged .... Say, that of 

your wicked Miniltcrs, and not yours.—• 

Wherein confifts the true honour of him 

who has miftaken ? Is it in perfilting in his 

error, or in acknowledging it ? Has he rea- 

fon to bluffi, who returns to a fenfe of ju- 

ftice ?—Engliffimen, you have been in too 

great hade. Why did you not wait till the 
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Americans firould be corrupted by riches,* 

as you are ? Then, they would not have 

valued their liberty more, than you do yours. 

Then, fubdued by wealth, your arms would 

have become unneceflary. But, what time 

have you taken to attack them ? That, in 

which, what they had to lofe, Liberty, could 

not be balanced by what they had to pteferve. 

AT/, later, they would have become viore 

numerous .... I grant it. What then have 

you attempted ? the enflaving of a people, 

whom time will fet at liberty in fpite of you. 

In twenty or thirty years, the memory of 

your cruelties will be frefh ; and the benefits, 

you expedt from them, will be fnatched from 

you. Then, there will only remain to you 

fhame and remorfe. It is a decree of Nature, 

which you {hall not change, that great bodies 

give law to lefs ones. But, anfwer me, if 

the Americans Ihould then attempt upon 

Great Britain, what you now attempt upon 

them, what would you fay ? Precifely what 

they fay to you at this time. Why fliould the 

motives, which, in their mouths, affedt you 

fo little, appear to you more fubftantial in 

your own l 
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They will neither obey our Parliament, nor 

adopt our Laws Have they made them ? 

Can they change them ? 

We obey them willingly, without having, for 

the time paft, or prefent, any influence over 

them That is to fay, that you are 

flaves, and that you cannot fuffer freemen. 

However, do not confpund the fituation 

of the Americans with yours. You have 

reprefentatives, and they have none. You 

have voices to fpeak for you, and nobody 

flipulates for them. If votes are bought 

and fold, that is an excellent reafon for their 

difdaining this frivolous advantage. 

They want to be independent of us . . . . , 

Are you not fo of them ? 

- They never can fuppcrt themfelves without'us 

 If that is the cafe, remain quiet. 

Necellity will bring them back to you. 

And if we could not fubftfl without them . . . 

that would be a great misfortune; but, to 

kill them, in order to extricate you from that, 

is an odd expedient. 

It is for their interefl, their welfare, ■ that 

we treat them roughly, as foolifh children are 

treated ...... Their interell! their wel- 
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fare! And who hath conftituted you judges 

of thefe t-wo objects, which fo nearly con- 

cern them, and which they ought to know 

better than you ? If one citizen happen to 

intrude into the houfe of another, becauie 

he himfelf is a man of great fenfe, and there 

is nobody better qualified to maintain peace 

and good order in his neighbour’s, would 

they not be in the right to defire him to re- 

tire, and bufy himfelf with his own affairs ? 

And if the affairs of this officious hypocrite 

were in very ill order ? If he were only an 

ambitious man, who, under pretext of or- 

dering aright, wanted to ufurp ? If he hid, 

under the mafk of benevolence, views full 

of injufiice, fuch, for example, as to flip his 

own neck out of the collar, at his neigh- 

bour’s expence ? 

We are the Mother Country What! 

always the mod facred names to ferve as a 

veil to ambition and interefl. The Mother 

Country! then difeharge the duties of a mo- 

ther. Befides, the colonies are formed of 

different nations, of whom fome will grant, 

others Tefufe you this appellation ; and all 

will tell you, at once ; there is a time when 
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parental authority ceafes; and that is when 

children are able to provide for themfelves. 

What time have you appointed for fetting 

us free ? Be candid, and you will confefs 

that you promifed yourfelves to keep us in 

an endlefs minority. At lead;, if_this guar- 

dianihip were not changed into an infupport- 

able conftraint to us; if our advantage were 

not continually facrificed to yours; if we had 

not to fuffer a multitude of particular oppref- 

fions from the Governors, Judges, Revenue, 

and Military Officers whom you fend us; if 

mod of them, arriving in our climate, did not 

bring blafled characters, ruined fortunes, ra- 

pacious hands, and the infolence of fubal- 

tern tyrants, who, wearied in their own coun- 

try with obeying laws, come to make them- 

felves amends in a new world, by exercif- 

ing a power too often arbitrary. You are the 

Parent State: but, far from encouraging our 

progrefs, you are afraid of it; you tie our 

hands, and fupprefs our growing ftrengrh. 

Nature, favouring us, deceives your fecret 

wiffies ; or rather you would wifh us to re- 

main in a perpetual infancy, for every thing 

that may be ufeful to us ; and yet to be ro- 
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bull Haves, in order to ferve you, and con- 

tinually furnilh your covetoufnefs with new 

fources of riches. Is that then a mother ? 

Is that a native country ? Ah ! in the forefts 

which furround us, Nature has given a gen- 

tler inflinft to the wild beaft, which, when 

a mother, devours not at leall thofe which 

Hie has brought forth. 

By granting all their claims, they would 

foon be happier than we .... And why not ? 

If you are corrupted, mult they be cor- 

rupted? If you are declining towards Havery, 

mult they alfo imitate you ? If they had 

you for mailers, why Ihould you not confer 

the property of their country upon another 

power, upon your Sovereign ? Why fliould 

you not make him their abfolute ruler, as, 

by a folemn act, you have declared him the 

abfolute ruler of Canada? Would it then be 

necelfary for them to ratify this extravagant 

grant? And, though they Ihould have ratified 

it, would it be necelfary for them to obey 

the Sovereign, whom you fiiould have given 

them, and to take up arms againtt you, if 

he ordered it ? The King of England has a 

negative power. They could not publilh a 
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law there without his confent. Why fliould 

the Americans grant him this power among 

them, of which you every day find the in- 

convenience ? Should it be to ftrip him of 

it one day, by force of arms, as will happen 

to you, if your government become more 

perfect ? What advantage do you find in 

fubjedling them to a faulty conllitution ? 

Faulty, or not, we have this conJUtution; 

and it ought to be generally acknowledged and 

received by all who bear tbs name of Englifo ; 

without which, each of our provinces govern- 

ing if elf after its own manna , having its own 

laws, and claiming independence, we ceafe to 

form a national body, and we are no more but 

a heap of little detached republics, divided, con- 

tinually rifing one againft another, 'and eafy to 

be invaded by a common enemy. We have the 

crafty and powerful Philip, capable of attempt- 

ing this enterprife, at our door. 

If he is at your door, he is far from the 

Americans. An advantage which may have 

fome inconvenience for you, is no lefs an 

advantage to them. But, feparated from Great 

Britain by a valt ocean, of what importance 

is it to you, that your colonies receive or 

E 
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rejeft your conftitution ? What does that 

make for or againft your ftrength, for or 

again ft your fafety ? This unity, the advan- 

tages of which you exaggerate, is ftill but 

a vain pretext. You reproach them with 

your laws, when they are oppreffed by them: 

you trample upon thefe laws, when they de- 

clare in their favour. You tax yourfelves, 

and you want to tax them. When the leaft 

blow is aimed at this privilege, you make 

a furious outcry, take arms, and are ready 

to murder one another; and you hold the 

dagger to the bread of your fellow-citizen, 

to oblige him to renounce it. Your ports 

are open to all nations, and your colonies’ 

ports are fhut to them. Your merchandife 

goes wherever you pleafe, and theirs is for- 

ced to come to you. You manufafture, and 

you are unwilling that they fhould manufac- 

ture. They have fkins and iron, which they 

muft deliver to you undrefled and un- 

wrought. What you acquire at a low price, 

they muft purchafe from you at. the price, 

whith your rapacity lets upon it. You fa- 

crifice them to your traders ; and, becaufe 

your India Company was in danger, the A- 
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mericans muft repair their Ioffes ; and you 

call them your fellow-citizens ; and thus 

you invite them to receive your conftitution. 

Go, go. This unity, this confederacy, which 

feems fo neceffary to you, is only that ol the 

weak animals in the fable, among which you 

have kept to yourfelves the charafter of the 

lion. 

Perhaps you have fuffered yourfelves to 

be hurried away only by a falfe point of ho- 

nour, to fill the new world with blood and 

ruin. We are inclined to be perfuaded, 

that fo many tranfgreffions have not been the 

confequences of a projeft coolly concerted. 

You had been told that the Americans were 

only a vile herd of cowards, whom theleaff 

menace would bring trembling, and difmay- 

ed to whatever you would be pleafed to ex- 

act. Inftead of the pufillauimous men, whom 

they defcribed and promifed you, you met 

brave men, true Englilhmen, fellow-citizens, 

worthy of yourfelves. Was that a reafon for 

your provocation? What! Your forefathers 

admired the Dutch for throwing off the 

Spaniih yoke; and ihould you be altonifhed, 

you their defcendants, that your countrymen, 
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your brothers, thcfe who felt your blood 

circulate in their veins, would rather water 

the earth with it, and die, than live like 

flaves ? A ftranger on whom you had made 

the fame claims, would have difarmed you, 

ii, fliewing you his bread; naked, he had faid 

to you, Plunge the dart, or leave me free ; 

and you kill your brother, and you do it with- 

out remorfe, becaufe he is your brother. 

Englilhmen ! what more ignominious than 

the barbarity of a man, proud of his liberty, 

and encroaching on the liberty of others ? 

Do you wifti us to believe, that the greated: 

enemy of liberty, is the freeman? Alas! we 

are only too much difpoled to it. Enemies 

of kings, you have their haughtinefs. Ene- 

mies of the royal prerogative, you carry it 

every-where. Every-where you (hew your- 

felves tyrants. Well, tyrants of nations, and 

of your colonies, if you be the Rrongefl, it 

is becaufe Heaven has not heard the prayers 

which rife from all the countries of the 

earth. 

Since the feas have not fwallowed up 

your guards, tell me what will become of 

them, if there1 arife in the New World, an 
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eloquent man, to promife eternal falvation to 

thoie who die fword in hand, the martyrs of 

liberty. Americans ! let your clergy b? con- 

tinually feen in their pulpits, holding crowns 

in their hands,' and (hewing heaven open. 

Clergymen of the New World, it is now the 

time ; atone for the old fanaticifm, which 

defolated America, by a happier fanaticifm, 

fprung from policy and liberty. No, you 

will not deceive your countrymen. God, 

who is the principle of juftice and order, 

hates tyrants. God has imprinted on the 

heart of man this facred love of liberty ; he 

is unwilling that flavery fhould difgrace and 

disfigure his faireft work. If deification be 

due to any man, it is to him undoubtedly, 

who fights and dies for his country. Place 

his image in your churches, bring it near 

your altars. It lhall be the worfhip of the 

country. Form a political and religious calen- 

dar, in which let every day be marked with 

the name of fome of thefe heroes, who fhall 

fired his blood for your liberty. Your po- 

fterity will read them one day with holy reve- 

rence. They will fay, Behold thofe who have 

freed the half of the world, and who, labou?- 
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ing for our happinefs btfore we had a being,, 

have prevented us, at our birth, from hear- 

ing the clank of chains over our cradle. 

(6.) When the caufe of your colonies 

was debated in your Houfes of Parliament, 

we heard fome excellent pleas in their fa- 

vour. But this is perhaps what they fhould 

have direcled to you— 

“ I will not fpeak to you, Gentlemen, 

“ of the juftice or injuftice of your claims. 

“ I am not fo much a flranger to public 

“ affairs as to be ignorant, that this preli- 

“ minary examination, facred in every o- 

“ ther circumflance of life, would be mif- 
cs placed and ridiculous in this. I will not 
tc enquire into your hope of fuccefs, and 

“ whether you (hall be ftrongeft, though 

“ this fubjeft wrould perhaps appear to you 

“ of fome importance, and I might pro- 

“ bably promife myfelf your attention upon 

“ it. I will do more. I will not compare 

“ the advantages of your fituation, if you 

“ fucceed, with the coniequences which it 

“ may have, if you fail of fuccefs. I will 

“ not a& you how long you are refolved to 
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<e ferve your enemies. But I will fuppofe 

“ at once, that you have reduced your 

“ colonies to the degree of flavery, which 

“ you require. Tell me only how you will 
ts keep them in it. By a Handing army ? 

“ But will this army, which will drain you 

“ of men and money, go along with the 

“ increafe of population, or not ? You have 

“ only two anfwers to my quefticn, and of 

“ thefe two one feems to me abfurd, and 

“ the other brings you to where you are. 

“ 1 have reflected on it a great deal ; and, 

“ if 1 am not deceived, I have difcovered 

“ the only reafonable and certain refolution 

“ which you have to take ; that is, as foon 

“ as you fliall have made yourfelves ma- 

“ Hers, to flop the progrefs of population, 

“ fince it appears to you more advanta- 

“ geous, honourable, and decent, to rule 
<c over a fmall number of flaves, than to 

“ have a nation of freemen for equals and 

“ friends. 

“ But you will alk me, how is the pro- 

*i grefs of population to be Hopped ? The 

“ expedient might make weak and pufllla- 

“ nimous fouls revolt ; but happily there 
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“ are none of thefe in this auguft affembly. 

“ It is to kill, without mercy, the greatelt 

“ part of thefe unworthy rebels, and re- 

“ duee the reft to the condition of negroes. 

“ Thefe brave and generous Spartans, fo 

“ much extolled in ancient and modern 

“ hiltory, have fet you the example. Like 

“ them, having their heads covered with 

“ their cloaks, our fellow-citizens and guards 

“ (hall go fecretly in the night, and murder 

“ the children of our Helots by their fa- 

“ thers’ fide, and on their mothers’ breaft, 

“ and fnall fuller fuch a number only to 

“ live, as mav be fufficient for their la- 

“ hours, and confiftent with our fafety.” 

Englifhmen ! you tremble at this dread- 

ful propofal, and you afk what refolution is 

to be taken. Conquerors, or conquered ; 

this is what is requifite for you. If the re- 

fentment, excited by your barbarities, can 

be quieted ; if the Americans can Ihut their 

eyes againft the havock, which furrounds 

them ; if walking over the ruins of their 

burnt towns and wafted habitations, over 

the bones of their fellow-citizens fcattered 

in the fields ; if, breathing the odour of the 
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blood Hied every-where by your hands, they 

can forget the wicked attempts of your def- 

potifm; if they can have the leafl: confidence 

in what you fay, and be perfuaded that 

you have fincerely renounced the injuftice 

of your pretences, begin with recalling your 

hireling murderers. Reftore liberty to their 

ports, which you keep fhut ; withdraw your 

fhips from their coafts; and if there is a 

wife citizen among you, let him take an 

olive-branch in his hand, and let him pre- 

fent himfelf, and fay— ^ 

“ O ! our fellow-citizens and ancient 

“ friends, allow' us this title : we have pro- 

“ faned it; but our repentance makes us 

“ worthy of rcfuming it, and we afpire 

“ henceforth to the glory of preferving it. 

“ We conftfs, before heaven and earth, 

“ which have been witnefies ; we confefs, 

“ that our claims have been unjuft, and 

“ our proceedings barbarous. Forget them, 

“ as we do. Raife your ramparts and for- 

‘c treffes again. Alfemble again in your 

‘‘ peaceable habitations. Let us blot out 

“ even the leafl drop of blood that has been 

“ fhed. We admire the generous fpirit 
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“ that has diredtcd you. It is the fame with 

“ that, to which, in like circumftances, we 

“ owed our fafety. Yes, it is by thefe 

“ marks chiefly, that we know you again 

“ to be our fellow-citizens and brothers. 

“ You defire to be free : be free. Be 

“ fo, in all the extent which we ourfelves 

“ have affixed to this facred name. It is 

“ not from us that you have this right  

“ We can neither give it you, nor take it 

“ from you. You have received it, like 

“ us, from Nature, which guilt, and the 

“ fword of tyrants, may combat, but can- 

“ not deftroy. We pretend to no fuperi- 

“ ority over you. We afpire only to the 

“ honour of equality. This glory is fuf- 

“ ficient for us. We know too well the 

“ ineftimable value of being governed by 
t£ ourfelves, to want henceforth to deprive 

‘‘ you of it. 

“ Now the mailers and fupreme arbiters 
<c of your Legiflation, if you can in your 

“ States create a better Government than 

“ ours, we congratulate you on it before- 

“ hand. Your happinefs {hall infpire us 

“ with no other fentiment than the defire 



( 59 ) 

44 of imitating you. Form to yourfelves 
44 conftitutions fitted to your climate, your 
44 foil, and that New World which you ci- 
44 vilize. Who can know your wants bet- 
44 ter than yourfelves ? Noble and virtuous 
44 fouls like yours, Ihould obey no other 
44 laws than thofe which they make to them- 
44 felves. Every other yoke would be un- 
44 worthy of them. Regulate your taxes 
44 yourfelves. We only afk of you to con- 
44 form to our cuffom in the afleffment of 
44 the duties. We will prefent to you the 
44 (late of our needs ; and you yourfelves 
44 will aflign the juft proportion between 
44 your aids and your riches. 

44 Moreover, exercife your induftry, as 
44 we do ours j exercife it without limita- 
44 tion. Make the beft of the benefits of 
44 Nature, and the fruitful country which 
44 you inhabit. Let the iron of your mines, 
44 the wool of your flocks, the fkins of the 
44 wild beafts wandering in your woods, 
44 improved in your manufactories, take 
44 under your hands a new value. Let 
44 your ports be free. Go and expofe to 
44 fale the products of your lands, and your 
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ct arts, in every part of the world. Go 

‘ and feek thefe, of which you have need. 

‘ That is one of our privileges ; let it be 
c aifo yours. The empire of the ocean, 

‘ which we have gotten by two ages of 
c grandeur and glory, belongs to you 
{ as well as to us. We (hall be united 

‘ by commercial ties. You will bring us 
c your productions, which we will receive 

‘ in preference to thofe of every other 

‘ people ; and we will expeft, that you will 

‘ prefer ours to thofe of Grangers, without 

‘ your being bound to it by any other law, 
: than that of the common intereft, and 
c the title of fellow-citizens and friends. 

“ Let your vefl'els and ours, adorned 
c with the fame flag, cover the feas ; and 
{ let fbouts of joy arife on both Tides, when 
c thefe friendly veflfels meet in the folitary 
11 ocean. Let peace again be eftablifhed 

‘ between us, and let concord lalt for ever. 

‘ We perceive at lafl: that the chain of mu- 
c tual benevolence is the only one which 

‘ can unite empires fo remote, and that e- 

‘ very other principle of unity would be 
4 unjufl and precarious. 
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c< Upon this new plan of an eternal 

“ friendfhip, let agriculture, induftry, laws, 

“ arts, and the firlt of all fciences, that of 

“ procuring the greateft happinefs to States 

“ and men, be perft&^d among you. Let 

“ the recital of your happinefs call around 

“ your habitations, all the unfortunate of 

“ the earth. Let the tyrants of evefy 

“ country, let every oppreflbr, political or 
tc facred, know that there exifts a place in 

“ the world, where one may efcape from 

“ their' chains ; where difgraccd humanity 
tc hath raifed her head ; where crops grow 

“ for the poor; where the laws are no more 
<c than a fecurity for happinefs; where re- 
<c ligion is free, and confcience hath ceafed 

“ to be a have; where Nature feems at lafh 
tc defirous of juftifying hcrfelf in the crea- 

“ tion of man : and Government, fo Ioiht 

“ guilty over the whole earth, at lafl makes 

“ amends for her crimes. Let the idea of 

“ fuch an afylum affright and reftrain abfo- 

“ lute rulers ; for, if the happinefs of men 

“ is indifferent to them, they are at leall 
<c ambitious and covetous, and want to pre- 
« ferve both their powder and riches. 

F 
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“ We, O our fellow-citizens! O our friends! 
c vve ourfclves will profit by your example. 
4 If our conftitution fhould be changed ; if 

‘ public riches fhould corrupt the Court, 
4 and the Court the nation ; if our Kings, 
1 to whom w’e have given fo many terrible 
{ examples, fhould at lafl forget them ; if 

‘ we, who had been a venerable people, 

‘ were threatened to become only the molt 

‘ daflardly and bafeft of herds, by felling 
4 ourfelves ; the fight of your virtues, and 
4 of your laws, might again give us courage. 
4 It would recall to our depraved minds, 
4 both the value and grandeur of liberty : 
4 and if this example fhould become inef- 
4 ftfiual; if flavery, the confequcnce of ve- 
4 nal corruption, fhould be fettled one day 
4 in this very country, which hath been 
4 deluged with Wood for the caufe of Li- 
4 berty, and where our fathers have feen 
4 fcaffolds erefted for tyrants; then we fhall 
4 abandon, in a croud, this ungrateful 
4 land, furrendered to defpotifm, and leave 
4 the monfter to reign over a defert. You 
4 will then receive us as friends and bro- 
4 thers. You will fliare with us that foil. 
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“ that air, free as the fouls of their generous 

“ inhabitants; and, thanks to your virtues! 

“ we fhall find again an England, and a 

“ native country. 

“ Brave fellow-citizens ! thefe are our 

“ hopes and wifhes. Receive then our oaths, 

“ the pledges of fo facred an alliance. Let 

“ us invoke, in order to render this treaty 

“ more folemn, let us invoke our common 

“ anceftors, who, like you, were all animated 

“ with the fpirit of Liberty, and not afraid 

“ of death in its defence. Let us call to 

“ witnefs the memory of the illuftrious 
te founders of your colonics, that of your 

“ augufl: legiflators ; of the philofophic Locke, 

“ the firft on earth wlp made a code of to- 

“ leration; of the venerable Penn, who firfl 

“ founded a city of brothers. The fouls 

“ of thefe great men, who, at this time, 

“ undoubtedly have their eyes fixed on us, 

“ are worthy of prefiding at a treaty which 

“ ought, to fecure the peace of both worlds. 

“ Let us fwear in their prefence, let us 

fvvear over thefe very arms with which 

“ you have fought us, to remain for-ever 

“ united and faithful ; and, when we {hull 
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“ have all pronounced an oath of peace, 

“ take you then thefe very arms, carry 

“ them and depofit them in a facred place 

of trull, where fathers lhall (hew them 
45 to every new generation ; and there keep 

“ them faithfully from age to age, to turn 

“ them one clay againll the firlt Englilh- 
44 man or American who (hall dare to pro- 
44 pofe the breach of this alliance, equally 
44 ufeful and honourable to both nations.” 

At this difcourfe, I hear towns, villages, 

fields, all the finores of North America, re- 

echo with the mod lively acclamations, and 

repeat with feeling the names EnglijhBrothers, 

Mother Country. Bonfires and rejoicings 

fucceed the flames of difeord ; and, mean- 

while, the nation's, jealous of your power, re- 

main in filence, aftonilhment, and defpair. 

Your Parliament is going to be afiembled. 

What mud be expected from it ? Will it 

give ear to lleafon, or will it perfid in its 

folly ? Will it be the defender of the people, 

or the indrument of miniderial tyranny ? 

Will its adts be the decrees of a free nation, 

or edidts didtated by the Court ? I hear the 

deliberations of your Houfes of Parliament. 
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Tbefe rcfpedable places echo with harangues 

full of moderation and wifdom. There, gentle 

perfuahon appears to flow from the lips of 

the mod diftinguifhed orators. '1'hey force 

tears from their hearers. My heart is filled 

with hope. All of a fudden, a voice, the 

organ of defpotifin and war, fufpends this 

agreeable emotion  

“ Englilhmen ! (cries a furious declaimer) 

“ can you hefitate one moment ? It is your 

“ rights, your mofl: important interefts ; it i-s 

“ the glory of your name, that mud be de- 

“ fended. Thefe great goods are not at- 

“ tacked by a foreign power. A domedic 

“ enemy threatens them. The danger is 

“ greater ; the injury more grievous. 

“ Between two rival nations, armed for 

“ mutual claims, policy may delay giving 

“ battle. Againd rebellious fubjefts, the 

“ greated fault is flownefs; all moderation 

“ is weaknefs. The dandard of rebellion 
£‘ was erected by audacity; let it be torn to 

“ pieces by force. Fall, fall, fword of ju- 

“ dice, upon the hands which have difplay- 

“ ed it. Let us make hade. The fird. 

moment mud be feized to fupprefs revo- 

F 3 
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c lutions. Let us not give aftoniflied 

‘ minds time to be accuftomed to their 
4 crime ; rulers, time to confirm their pow- 
4 er ; and the people, that of learning to 
4 obey new. mailers. The people, in a re- 
4 bellion, are almofl all hurried away by a 
4 ftrange impulfe. Neither their fury, their 
4 love, nor their hatred, belong to it. Their 
4 pafiions, as well as their arms, are given 
4 them. Let us difplay to their eyes, the 
4 ftrength and majefty of the Britifh em- 
4 pire. They will come and fall at our 
4 feet ; they will pafs in a moment from 
4 terror to remorfe ; from remorfe to obe- 
4 dience. If we mull ufe the feverity of 
4 arms, let us have no cotnpiaifance. In 
4 - civil war, compaflion is the falfclt of vir- 
4 tues. The fword, once drawn, ought to 
4 be {heathed by fubmiffion only. It is 
4 theirs, henceforth, to anfwer to heaven 
4 and earth for their own misfortunes.— 
4 Confider, that a little feverity, in thefe 
4 rebellious provinces, mull fecure us obe- 
4 dience and peace for ages. 

44 To fufpend our blows, to difarm us, 
44 they tell us, they repeat to us, that that 
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<s country is peopled with our fellow-citizens, 

“ our friends, our brethren. What! invoke 

“ in their favour, names which they have 

“ injured, ties which they have broken ! 

“ Thefe names, thefe facred ties, are what 

“ accufes them, and renders them guilty. 

“ How long do thefe lo revered titles im- 

“ pofe duties on us only '? How long have 

“ rebellious children the right of arming 

“ themfelves againft their mother, of wrell:- 

“ ing her inheritance from her, and of tearing 

“ her heart to pieces ? They fpeak ofliber- 

“ ty. I refpeft that name as much as they: 

“ but, is it the liberty of independence ? Is 

“ it the right of overturning an eftablifhed 

“ legiflature, founded two ages ago ? Is it 

“ the right of ufurpingall ours? They fpeak 

“ of liberty; and I fpeak of the fupremacy 

“ and fovereign power of England. 

“ What ! if they had feme complaints 

“ to make ; if they refufed to bear with 

“ us a fmall part of the burden which op- 

“ prefles us, and to join in our charges, 

“ as we made them partners in our gran- 

“ deur, had they no other way but that of 

“ rebellion and arms ? They are called our 
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“ fellow-citizens, and our friends; but, I 

*c look upon' them as perfecutors only, and 

“ the mod: cruel enemies oi our country. 

“ We have common anceftors ; yes, un- 

“ doubtedly : but thefe refpe&able forefa- 

“ thers, I call them up myfelf with confi- 

‘‘ deuce. If their fpirits could here rtfume 

“ their place, their indignation would equal 
<e ours. With what wrath would thefe vir- 

“ tuous citizens hear, that thofe of their 

“ defcendants, who are fettled beyond the 

“ feas, no fooner felt their ftrength, than 

“ they made a guilty attempt with it againft 

“ their Mother Country ; that they armed 

themfelves againft her, with her very fa- 

“ vours ? Yes, all; even that pacific feft, 

“ whofe founder infpired them with the duty 

“ of never ftaining their hands with blood; 

“ thofe who refpefted the lives and rights 

“ of favages ; thofe who, by an enthufiafm 

“ of humanity, broke the chains of their 

“ flaves ; to-day, equally unfaithful to their 

“ country, and their religion, they arm 

“ themfelves for daughter, and it is againft 

“ you. They treat all men as brethren ; 

“ and you, you alone of all nations, are ex- 
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cludtd from this title. They have told 

“ the world, that the American favages, and 

“ 'African negroes, are to them henceforth 

“ lefs foreign than Engliih citizens. 

“ Ami yourfelves. Revenge your in- 

“ jured rights. Revenge your betrayed 

“ grandeur. Difplay that power which makes 

“ itfelf formidable in Europe, Alrica, and 
t: India; which has fo often aftonifhed A- 

“ merica llerfelf ; and, fmee, between a fo- 

“ vereign people, and the revolted fubje&s, 

“ there is henceforth no other treaty but 

“ force, let force decide. Refume, and de- 

“ fend that world, which belongs to you, 

“ and which ingratitude and audacity wifh 

“ to fnatch from you.” 

(7 ) The fophiftry of a vehement orator, 

fupported by the influence of the throne, and 

national pride, fuppreffes in the majority of 

the people’s reprefentatives, the defire of a 

pacific plan. The new refolutions referable 

the old. Every thing in them bears, in a more 

decifive manner, the damp of barbarity and 

defpotifm. Ihey levy armies ; they equip 

fleets. Generals and Admirals fet fail towards 



( 73 ) 

the New World, with orders for bloody and 

deftru&ive projects. Nothing but an unli- 

mited fubmiflion can prevent or flop the de- 

vaflation ordered againft the colonies. 

Till this memorable time, the Americans 

had confined themfelves to a refiftance, which 

even the Englilh laws authorifed. No am- 

bition had been diicovered in them, but 

that of being maintained in the very limited 

rights, which they had always enjoyed. Even 

the leading men, in whom one might fuppofe 

more extended ideas, had yet dared to fpeak 

to the people of an advantageous accommo- 

dation only. In going further, they would 

have been afraid of lofmg the confidence of 

people, attached by habit to an empire, un- 

der the wings of which they had profpered. 

The noife ,of the great preparations, which 

were made in the old hemifphere, to enflave 

or fet fire to the new, ftified their remaining 

affection to the former Government. There 

was no more to do, but to give vigour to their 

minds. This was effe&ed.by a work, infi- 

lled Common Senfe. We are going to give the 

main part of its do&rine here, without ty- 

ing ourfelves down precifcly to the method 

which it has followed. 
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Never, faid the author of this famous pu- 

blication, never did a greater concern em- 

ploy nations. It is not that of,a city, or a 

province; it is that of a vail continent, of a 

great part of the globe. It is not the concern 

of a day ; it is that of ages. The prefeht is 

going-to decide of along futurity; and many 

hundreds of years after we {hall be no more, 

the fun, in enlightening this hemifphere, will 

{how our fhamc or our glory. We have 

fpoken long of reconciliation and peace : 

every thing is changed. As foon as they 

took arms, as foon as the firfl: drop of blood 

was Hied, the time of examination was no 

more. One day has given rife to a revolu- 

tion. One day has tranfported us into a 

new age. 

Timid fouls, fouls who meafure the fu- 

ture by the pad, think that we have need 

of the proteftion of England. It may be 

ufeful to a rifing colony ; it is become dan- 

gerous for a nation already formed. Infancy 

hath need of being fupported ; youth mud 

walk free, and with a becoming boldnefs. It 

is with nations, as it is with men ; whoever 

may have the power and right of protecting 
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me, may have the 'power and inclination to 

hurt me. I renounce a protector, that I 

may have no mafter to fear. 

In Europe, the people are too much crowd- 

ed, to let this part of the globe enjoy a con- 

Itant peace. There, the interefts of courts 

and nations continually clalh. While Iriends 

of England, we are obliged to have all her 

enemies. This alliance will bring America, 

for her portion, a perpetual war. Let us fe- 

parate ; let us feparate. Neutrality, trade, 

and peace, are the foundations of our gran- 

deur. 

The authority of Great Britain over A- 

merica, muft fooner or later have an end. 

So nature, necefiity, and time, will have it. 

The Englilh Government, then, can only 

give us a tranfient conftitution; and we will 

only bequeath to our pofterity, an unfettled 

Hate of d’nTenfions and debts. If w'e want 

to fecure their happinefs, let us feparate. If 

we are fathers, if we love our children, let 

us feparate. Laws and liberty are the inhe- 

ritance which we owe them. 

England is too far from us, to govern us. 

What! always to crofs two thoufand leagues, 
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to a(k laws, to fue for juftice ; to be acquit- 

ted of imaginary crimes, and folicit, with 

meannefs, the Court and Minifters of a fo- 

reign climate! What! to wait years for every 

anfwer; and yet too often ftiil that it fhould 

be injuftice, which it was thus neceffary to 

feek acrofs the ocean! No, for a great State, 

the centre and feat of power mult be in the 

State itfelf. Nothing, but the defpotifm of 

•the Ea(t, could have accuftomed people thus 

to receive their laws from diftant matters, or 

bathaws, who reprefent invifible tyrants. But, 

do not forget it : the more the diftance in- 

creafes, the heavier defpotifm becomes; and 

the people, then, deprived of almoll all the 

advantages of Government, have nothing 

more than its mifchiefs and vices. 

Nature- did not create a world, to fubje£t 

it to the inhabitants of an bland in another 

univerfe. She has eftablifhed laws of equi- 

librium, which fhe follows every-where, in 

the heavens as well as upon earth. By the 

Jiiw of bulks and didances, America can be- 

long to herfelf only. 

There is no Government, without a mu- 

tual confidence between him who commands, 

G 
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■and him who obeys. > This is all over: this 

intercourfe is broken off ; it cannot be re- 

newed. England hath too often fhewn, that 

ihe wanted to command us like haves; A- 

merica, that fhe was equally fenfible of her 

rights and her ftrength. Each has betrayed 

her fecret. After this, no more treaties. They 

would be figned by hatred and diffidence ; ha- 

tred, which does not pardon; and diffidence, 

which, from its nature, is irreconcileable. 

Do you defire to know what would be 

the confequence of an accommodation? Your 

ruin. You need laws; you will not obtain 

them. Who would give you them ? The 

Englifh people ? They are jealous of your 

growth. The ? He is your enemy. 

Yourfelves in your affemblies ? Do you no 

more remember, that every law is fubmitted 

to the negative right of the monarch, who 

defires to fubjugate you ? This would be a 

terrible right, continually armed againft you. 

Make demands; they will be evaded. Form 

plans of grandeur and commerce ; they will 

become an object of terror to the Mother 

Country. Your Government will be no 

more than a fecret war ; that of an enemy 
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wlio means to deflroy without fighting : it 

will be a flow and hidden murder of the po- 

litical kind, which produces languor, pro- 

longs and nourilhes weaknefs, and, by a fan- 

guinary and torturing art, equally hinders 

life and death. Submit yourfllves to Eng- 

land ; and that is your lot. 

We have a right to take arms. Our rights 

are necefiity, a jufl: defence, our own mif- 

fortunes, thofe of our children, and the ex- 

cefles committed againft us. Our rights are 

our auguft tide of Nation. It is the fword 

that is to judge us. The tribunal of war is, 

henceforth, the only tribunal which exifts for 

us. Well, fince we muff fight, let it be at 

leafl for a worthy caufe, which may pay us 

both for our treafures and our blood. What! 

fliall we expofe eurfelves, to fee our towns 

dtflroyed, our fields laid wafte, our families 

falling under the fword, in order to attain 

the conclufion of a treaty ; that is to fay, to 

beg for new chains, to cement the edifice 

of our flavery ourfelves ? What ! (hall it be 

by the light of fires ; upon the tomb of our 

fathers, our children, and our wives, that 

we fliall fign a treaty witti our oppreflbrs ? 

G 2 
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and, all covered with our blood, they will 

deign to pardon us. All ! we fhould then 

be no more but a vile objeft of allonifli- 

inent to Europe, indignation to America, 

and contempt even to our enemies. If we 

could obey them, we have no right to fight 

them. Liberty alone can abfolve us. Li- 

berty, an entire liberty, is the only end 

worthy of our toils and dangers. What do 

1 fay ? From this moment it belongs to us. 

Our titles are written in the bloody plains 

of Lexington: there, England tore to pieces, 

with her own hand, the contract which unit- 

ed us to her. Yes, the moment England 

fired tin* firfl (hot at us, Nature herfelf pro- 

claimed us free and independent. 

Let us profit by the kindnefs of our ene- 

mies. The youth of nations is the time 

moft favourable for their independence. It 

is the time of efficacy and vigour. Our fouls 

are not yet encompaffed with that luxurious 

furniture which ferves for a ho ft age to ty- 

ranny. Our arms are not enervated in the 

arts of effeminacy. We are not under the 

fway of thofe Nobles, who, by their very 

conftitution, are the neceffary allies of Kings j 
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who los’e liberty only when it may be made 

a mean of oppreflion; thofe Nobles, covet- 

ous of rights and titles, to whom, in revolu- 

tions, and other critical times, the people 

are only tools; to whom the fupreme power 

is a very ready corrupter. 

Your colonies are formed of plain, (lout, 

laborious, and bold men, at once proprietors 

and improvers of their lands. Liberty is their 

firft want. Rural toils have before-hand 

hardened them for war. Public enthufiafm 

will make unknown talents break forth. It 

is in revolutions that great fouls are railed, 

that heroes (hew themfelves, and take their 

place. Call to mind Holland, and the mul- 

titude of extraordinary men, whom the 

quarrel of liberty gave rife to : that is an 

example for you. Call to mind their fucccfs: 

that is an omen for you. 

Let our firft hep be to form ourfelves a 

conffitution which may unite us. The time 

is come. Later, it would be abandoned to 

an uncertain futurity, to the caprice of chance. 

The more men and riches we (hall acquire; 

the more barriers it will raife between usx 

How then (hall we reconcile fo many mte»- 

G 3 
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refts and provinces ? In order to fuch a u- 

nion, every fettlement mull perceive, at once, 

both its own weaknefsj and the ftrength of 

the whole. Great calamities, or great fears, 

are neceffary. It is then among focieties, 

as among individuals, that thefe vigorous 

and profound friendlhips arife, which aflb- 

ciate fouls with fouls, and interefts wdth in- 

tereft?. It is then that one mind coming from 

every fide, forms the genius of States, and 

that all the fcattered forces, on being brought 

together, become one terrible force, Thanks 

to our perfecutors, we are at this period. If 

we have courage, it is, to us, that of happi- 

refs. Few' nations have feized the favourable 

moment, to model their Government. Once 

efcaped, this moment returns no more; and 

we are puniflied for it by ages of anarchy 

or flavery. Let us not, by fuch a fault, pre- 

pare for ourfelves fuch forrows. They would 

be fruitlefs. 

Let us lay hold on the only moment for 

us. It is in our power to form the fineft 

conftitution that ever was formed among 

men. You have read, in the books of fa- 

tred hiflory, of mankind being buried un- 
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der a general deluge of this globe. One 

family only furvived, and was charged by 

the Supreme Being to renew the earth. We 

are that family. Defpotifm has deluged the 

whole; and we can renew the world a fecond 

time. 

*We are going to decide, at this time, the 

lot of a race of men, more numerous perhaps 

than all the people of Europe together. Shall 

we wait till we be the prey of a conqueror, and 

the hope of the univerfe be deftroyed ? Let 

us imagine, that all the generations of future 

ages have at this time their eyes fixed on 

us, and demand liberty from us. We are 

going to fettle their fate. If we betray them, 

they will one day walk forth with their chains 

over our tombs, and load them perhaps with 

curfes. 

Do you remember a writ which appeared 

among you, and which bad for its motto 

thefe words, Unite, or die f 

Let us unite, and begin by declaring our 

independence. It alone can wipe off the 

ignominious title of rebellious fubjects, which 

our infolent oppreffors dare give us. It a- 

lone can make us recover the dignity which 
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is due to us, fecure us allies among foreign 

powers, imprefs refpcdt even on our ene- 

mies, and, if we treat with them, give us a 

right to treat with the force and majtfly* 

which becomes a nation. 

But, 1 repeat it, let us make hafle ; our 

uncertainty makes our weaknefs. Let us 

dare to be free, and we are fo. Ready to 

Rep forward, we fall back. We obferve 

one another with an uneafy curiofity. We 

feem aftonifhed at our boldnefs, and af- 

frighted at our courage. But there is no 

more time for calculation. In great affairs, 

there is only a great refolution to be taken ; 

too much circumfpedlion ceafes to be pru- 

dence. Every thing extreme, requires an 

extreme refolution. Then the boldeft Reps 

are the vvifeR ; and excefs of boldnefs even 

becomes the mean and warrant of fuccefs. 

(8.) Such was the ground of the fenti- 

ments and ideas diffufed in this work. They 

confirmed bold men in their principles, who 

long fince requefied them to feparate from 

the Mother Country. Timid citizens, who, 

till then, were wavering, were at laR de-- 
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tcrir/med on this great reparation. The 

vow for independence had {ticklers enow to 

make the General Congrcfs, on the 4th of 

July 1776, determine to declare for it. 

Why have 1 not received the genius and 

eloquence of the famous orators of Athens 

and Rome ? With what fublimity, with 

what raptures, would I not fpeak of the ge- 

nerous men, who, by their patience, wif- 

dom, and courage, railed this great edifice ! 

Hancock, Franklin, the two Adamfes, were 

the greateft actors in this interefiing feene : 

but they were not the only ones. Pofterky 

will know them all. Their famous names 

will be tranfmitted to them by a happier pen 

than mine. Marble and brafs will flieW 

them to the lateft ages. The friend of li- 

berty, on feting them, will feel his eyes 

filled with delicious tears, his heart leap with 

joy. They have written under the bull of 

one of. them : He fHatched thunder from 

heaven, and the feeptre from tyrants. All 

will {hare with him, ip the -lail words of 

this eulogium. 

Herofcal country ! my advanced age does 

not permit-me to viut thee. Never {hall l 
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fee myfelf among the refpedable charaders 

of thy Areopagus : never {hall I {land by to 

hear the deliberations of the Congrefs. I 

{hall die without having feen the abode of 

toleration, morals, laws, virtue, and liberty. 

A free and hallowed earth {hall not cover 

my afhes : but I {hall have defired it; and 

my lafl words {hall be vows addrefled to 

Heaven for thy profperity. 

Though America was fure of univerfal 

approbation, fhe thought it her duty to lay 

open to the eyes of nations, the motives of 

her conduct. She publifhed her manifeflo, 

and in it we read, That the hiftory of the 

Englifh nation, and of their King, as far as 

it Qiul! difcourfe of them and us, will hence- 

forth offer only a fcries of injuries and ufur- 

pations, which equally tended to tire eftablifh- 

ment of an abfolute tyranny in thefe provinces. 

It will fav. That their Monarch refufed 

his affcnt to laws, the mod wholefome and 

neceffary for the public good : 

That he transferred the affemblies to in- 

convenient place's, far from the depofrtary 

of their public records, in order to bring 

the deputies more eafily to his views : 
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That he has repeatedly diffolved the Re- 

prefentatives’ houfes ; becaufe, there, they 

defended, with firmnefs, the rights of the 

people : 

That, after thefe diffolutions, he left the 

States too long without Reprefentatives, and 

confequently expofed to the inconveniences 

rebuking from the want of an Afl'embly : 

That he has endeavoured to put a Hop 

to population, by rendering the naturaliza- 

tion of ftrangers difficult, and raifing the 

conditions of new appropriations of lands : 

That he has made Judges too much de- 

pendent on him, decreeing that they ffiould 

hold their offices and falaries of him only : 

That he has created new places, and filled 

thefe countries with fwarms of officers, who 

devour our fubfiftence, and difturb our re- 

pofe : 

That he has maintained among us, in 

time of peace, confiderable forces, without 

the confent of our Legillatures : 

That he ha1? rendered the military inde- 

pendent of, and even fuperior to the civil 

power: 
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That he has combined with wicked men, 

to quarter armed troops among us, and to 

protect them from the punifhments due for 

the murders which they fhould commit in 

America ; to deftroy oar trade in every 

part of the globe ; to impofe taxes on us, 

without our confent; to deprive us, in ma- 

ny cafes, of the benefit of trial by juries ; 

to tranfport us, and make us be judged be- 

yond the feas ; to take away our charters, 

abolifh our befl laws, and alter fundamen- 

tally the forms of cur Government ; to fuf- 

pend our own Lcgiflatures, and to declare 

their power of giving us other laws : 

That he himfelf has abdicated his Go- 

vernment in the American provinces, by de- 

claring us to have forfeited his protection, 

and waging w'ar againft us : 

That he has ravaged our coafts, deftroy- 

ed our ports, burnt our towns, and maf- 

facred our people: 

That he has obliged our fellow-citizens, 

taken captive on the high feas, to carry 

arms againft their country, to become exe- 

cu oners of their friends and brethren, or 

to perlfh themfelves by their hands : 
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That he has excited among us inteftine 

divifions ; that he has endeavoured to raife 

againft our peaceable inhabitants, the merci- 

lefs Indian favages, accuftomed to malfacre 

all, without diftin&ion ol rank, fex, or age: 

That, at the fame time, there arrived on 

our fhores, foreign and mercenary armies, 

intrufted with completing the work of defo- 

iation and death : And, 

That a Prince, whofe chara&er was thus 

marked with all the features of tyranny, 

was not made for governing a free people. 

A ftep which broke ties formed by blood, 

religion and habit, was to be fupported by a 

great concert of wills, by wife and vigorous 

meafures. The United States of America 

gave themfelves a foederal conllitution, which 

added to the internal advantages of the re- 

publican Government, all the external ftrength 

of monarchy. 

Every province had an affembly formed 

by the reprefentatives of the different di- 

Itricts, and in which the legiflative power 

refided.—Their Prefident had the execu- 

tive power. His rights and obligations were 

to hear all the citizens ; to call them toge- 

li 
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ther when circuniftances fhould require ir ; 

to provide the troops with arms and fub- 

fiftence, and plan their operations with their 

commanders. He was put at the head of 

a Secret Committee, which was to keep up a 

continual correfpondence with the General 

Congrefs. The time of his adminiftration 

was limited to two years ; but the laws al- 

lowed it to be prolonged. 

The provinces owed no account of their 

adminiftration to the Great Council of the 

nation, though compofed of the deputies of 

all the colonies. The fuperiority of the 

General Congrefs over the particular Con- 

grefles, was confined to what was within the 

verge of politics and war. 

But fome perfons have judged, that the 

inftimtion of this body was not fo well plan- 

ned as the legiilatures of the provinces.— 

It feems, indeed, that fcederal States, which, 

from the rank of fubjeds, rife to indepen- 

dence, cannot, without danger, intruft their 

delegates w'ith the unlimited power of mak- 

ing war and peace : For, if thefe were either 

unfaithful, or uninftruded, they might put 

the whole State again into the fiavery from 
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which they feek to efcape. It feems, that* 

in thefe moments of a revolution, the public 

will cannot be too well known, too literal- 

Jy exprdled. Undoubtedly it is neceffary, 

fay they, that every ftep, every operation 

which concurs to their common attack and 

defence, be decided by the common repre- 

fentatives of the body of the State : but the 

continuation of war, the conditions of peace, 

ought to be deliberated upon in every pro- 

vince ; and the deliberations tranfmitted to 

the Congrefs by the deputies, who would 

fubmit the opinion of their provinces to the 

plurality. They add, in Ihort, that if, in 

eftablhhed Governments, it is fit that the 

people fhould rely with confidence on the 

wifdom of their-Senate, in an eflate where 

the conflitution is forming, where the peo- 

ple, ftill uncertain of their lot, demand their 

liberty again, fword in hand, all the citi- 

zens muff be continually in the Council, in 

the army, in the public places, and have 

their eyes always open upon the reprefenta- 

tives, to whom they have confided their fates. 

Though thefe principles are true in ge- 

neral, we may however reply, That it was 

H 2 
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perhaps difficult to apply them to the new 

republic formed by the Americans. It is 

not with it, as with the foederal republics, 

which we fee in Europe, I meari Holland 

and Switzerland, which poflefs only a fmall 

extent of land, and where it is eafy to fet- 

tle a rapid communication between all the 

provinces. We may fay the fame thing of 

the confederacies of ancient Greece. Thefe 

States were fituated at little dillance from 

one another, contradfed almofl within the 

bounds of the Pelopponefus, or within the 

Compafs of the Archipelago. But the United 

States of America, feattered over a vaft 

continent; occupying in the New World, A 

fpace of near 15 degrees ; feparated by de- 

ferts, mountains, gulphs, and a great ex- 

tent of coaft, cannot enjoy this ready com- 

munication. If the Congrefs could give no 

decifion upon political imerefls, without the 

particular deliberations of every province; 

if, on every occafion ol a little importance, 

on every unforefeen event, new orders were 

neceffary, and as ,it were a new power to 

the reprefentatives, this body would remain 

inadtive. Tire diftances to get over, the. 
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length and multitude of the debates, might 

too often hurt the. general good. 

Befides, it is never in the birth of a con- 

ftitution, and in the midil of great fermenta- 

tions for liberty, that it is to be feared, that 

a body of Reprefentatives would, through 

bribery or weaknefs, betray the interefts 

which are intrufted to them. It is rather 

in fuch a body, that the general fpirit is 

raifed and inflamed. It is there that the 

genius of the nation refides in its vigour. 

Chofen by the eftecm of their fellow-citi- 

zens, at a time when every public office is 

a danger, every vote an honour ; placed 

at the head of thofe, who lhall for ever 

compofe that famous Areopagus, and there- 

by even naturally carried to regard the pu- 

blic liberty as their own work, they mufl 

have the entbufiafm of founders, who pride 

themfelves in engraving their name, to be 

feen for ages, upon the frontifpiece of an 

auguft monument which they raife. The 

fears, which the favourers of the contrary 

fyftem might have on this fubjeft, appear 

then ill founded. 

h a i 
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I •will fay more—is pofiible that a 

people, who fight for their liberty, wearied 

with along and painful flruggle, and more 

ftruck with the dangers of the prefent, than 

the happinefs of the future, might feel their 

courage fail, and be tempted, perhaps, one 

day, to prefer dependence and peace, to a 

troublefome independence, which may cofl 

danger and blood. It is then that it would 

be advantageous to this people, to have ab- 

dicated the power of making peace with 

their oppreffors, to have depofed that right 

in the hands of the Senate, which they had 

chofen for the organ of their will, when this 

will was free, bold and refolute. They 

feem to have faid to the Senate, when it was 

inftituted—I raife the ftandard of war a- 

gainft my tyrants. If my arm fhould be 

wearied with fighting, if I fhould difgrace 

myfeff fo far as to beg for reft, fupport me 

again ft my weaknefs: give no ear to pray- 

ers unworthy of me, which I difown before- 

hand; and proclaim not peace, Jill my chains 

be broken. 

Really, if we confult the hiftory of re- 

publics, we fhall fee that the multitude have 
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aimed always impetuofity and beat at firft ; 

but that It is only among a fmall number of 

men, chofen and fit to ferve as chiefs, that 

thefe condant and vigorous refolutions re- 

fide, which go on firmly and confidently to- 

wards the great end, never turn afide, but 

obdinately drive againd calamities, fortune, 

and men. 

(5.) However it may be, and whatever 

fide may bfe taken in this political difeufiion, 

the Americans had not yet created their 

fydem of Government, when, in the month 

of March, Hopkins carried od from the 

Englifh Idand of Providence, a very large 

train of artillery, and a great quantity of war- 

like dores; when, in the beginning of May, 

Carleton drove from Canada the Provincials, 

who were bufied in reducing Quebec, 'to 

complete the conqued of this great pofief- 

fion ; when, in June, Clinton and Parker 

were fo vigoroudy repuifed on the coad of 

the fouthern provinces. Greater feenes fol- 

lowed the declaration of independence. 

Howe had fucceeded the feeble Gage. 

It was even this new General who had eva- 
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cuated Bodon. Received the 2d of April at 

Halifax, he had departed from it the 10th 

of June, to go to Staten-ifland. The rein- 

forcements for the land and fea-fervice, which 

he expefted, joined him there, one after 

another; and, on the 28th of Auguft, he 

landed, without oppofition, on Long-lfland, 

under the prote&ion of a fleet commanded 

by his brother the Admiral. The Americans 

fliewed not much more vigour in the inte- 

rior parts of the country, than on the fliore: 

after a moderate refiftance, and great enough 

loflfes, they fled for refuge into the conti- 

nent, with an eafe which a conqueror, who 

could have profited by his advantages, would 

not have given them. 

The new republicans abandoned the town 

of New-York, much more eafdy ftill than 

they had evacuated Long-liland ; and they 

turned towards King’s-Bridge, where every 

thing had the appearance of being difpofed 

for an obftinate refiftance. 

If the Englifh had followed their firft fuc- 

cefs with the brifknefs which circumftances 

required, the new levies, which were op- 

pofed to them, would have been infallibly 
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difperfcd or reduced to lay down their arms'. 

They allowed them fix weeks to recover 

themfelves; and left not their intrenchments 

till the night between the firft and ftcond 

of November, when the movements, which 

were made in their fight, convinced them, 

that their camp was at lafi: going to be at- 

tacked. 

Their Commander, Wafhington, had no 

mind to trull the fate of his country to an 

aftion, which might, and naturally mud 

have been decifive againll the great interells, 

which were intruded to him. He knew that 

delays, always favourable to the inhabitant 

of a country, are always fatal to the dranger. 

Convinced of this, he determined to retreat 

to the Jerfeys, with the defign of protruding 

the war. Favoured by the Winter, the 

knowledge of the country, and the nature 

of the ground, which partly took away the 

advantages which the enemy had in difei- 

pline, he could flatter himfelf with covering 

the greated part of that fertile province, and 

keeping the enemy at a didance from Pen- 

fylvania. All of a fudden, he fees his colours 

deferred by foldiers, whofe engagement was 
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only for fix, or even three months; and, of 

an army of twenty-five thoufand men, fcarce 

did there remain with him two thoufand five 

hundred, with which he is too happy to be 

able to make his retreat beyond the Dela- 

ware. 

Without lofs of time, the King’s troops 

fliould have palled the river, in purfuit of 

this fmall number of fugitives, and have com- 

pletely difpeifed them. If the five thoufand 

men dellined for the conquelt of Rhode- 

Illand, had gone up the river in the velfels 

which carried them, the junftion of the two 

bodies might have been made without oppo- 

fition in Philadelphia itfelf; and the new 

republic would have been ftified in that fa- 

mous and interefied town which had ferved 

for its cradle. 

Perhaps the Englifii General was reproach- 

ed at that time, for being timid, and too cir- 

cumfpeft, in the operations of the campaign. 

What is certain, is, that he was ralh in the 

diftribution of his winter-quarters. He took 

them, as if there had not remained in Ame- 

rica, an individual who had either will or 

power to moleft them. 
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This prcfumption emboldened the militia 

of Penfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, af- 

fembled and re-united for their common fafe- 

ty. The 25th of December, they crofs the 

Delaware, and fall unexpectedly upon Tren- 

ton, poflefled by fifteen hundred of the twelve 

thoufand Heffians, fo fhamefully fold to Great 

Britain by their fordid mafter. This body 

is maflacred, taken, or wholly difpcrfed. Eight 

days after, three Englifh regiments are dri- 

ven out from Prince-town, in the fame man- 

ner ; but after having better maintained 

their reputation than the foreign troops in 

their pay. Thefe unexpected events redu- 

ced the enemies of America in the Jerfeys, 

to the ports of Amboy and Brunfwick; even 

there, they are much harrafled during the re- 

mains of the bad feafon.—It is often the ef- 

fect of great paflions, and great dangers, to 

aftonifh the foul, and throw it into a fort of 

languor, which deprives it of the ufe of its . 

ftrength. By degrees, it comes to itfelf again, 

and knows where it is. All its faculties, fuf- 

pended for a moment, open with more vi- 

gour. It bends all its fprings, and its ftrength 

is put on a level with its lituation. In a great 
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multitude, feme experience this effect at 

firff, and it is communicated rapidly to all. 

This revolution had been wrought in the 

Confederated States. Armed men came out 

from all fides. 

The campaign of 1777 is opened very 

late. The Englhh army, defpairing of mak- 

ing a road through the Jerfeys into Penfyl- 

vania, embark at laft on the 23d of July, 

and, through the Chefapeak-bay, land in a 

country which their Generals might be re- 

proached for not having taken the preced- 

ing year. Their march is uninterrupted, as 

far as Brandywine. There they attack and 

defeat the Americans on the 11th of Sep- 

tember ; and arrive on the 30th at Phila- 

delphia, which had been left by the Con- 

grefs on the 25th, and, fome days fooner or 

later, by the greateft number of the inhabi- 

tants. 

This conqueft is of no confequence. The 

conqueror fees, around him, nothing but ill- 

will and defolation. Pent up inci very nar- 

row fpace, he meets infurmpuntable obfta- 

cles to his going over an uncultivated coun- 

try. Even his gold finds him no refources 
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in the neighbouring diflricls : it is only a- 

crofs the fea, that his fubfiftence can come ta 

him. The wearinefs of a confinement, which 

lafts for nine months, determines him to re- 

gain New-York, through the Jerfeys ; and, 

under the command of Clinton, the fucceffor 

of Howe, this long and dangerous retreat 

Ls performed, with lefs lofs than he might 

have fuffered from a more experienced e- 

nemy. 

Whilft the Englifh are dwindling away in 

Penfylvania, a great fcene is opened in the 

more northern countries of America. In 

the month of May 1776, Carleton had dri- 

ven out the Provincials from Canada ; and, 

in October, deftroyed the fhips of war, which 

they had built on Lake Champlain. This 

fuccefs led Burgoyne to Ticonderago, in the 

month of July, the following year. At his 

approach, a garrifon of four thoufand men 

abandoned this important poft, with the lofs 

of their artillery, ammunition, and rear- 

guard. 

The Englifii General was naturally pre- 

fumptuous. So difiinguilhed a weaknefs in- 

creafed his affurance. He had conceived the 
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defign of joining the troops of Canada, to 

thofe of New-York, by the banks of Hud- 

fon’s river. This projeft was great and 

bold. If he had fucceeded, he cut North 

America in two, and perhaps terminated the 

war. But, in order to fucceed, it would have 

been necefl'ary, that, whilfl one army fhould 

go down the river, the other fhould go up. 

This junction having failed, Burgoyne mud 

have perceived, that, from the firft fteps, his 

cnterprife was chimerical. At every march, 

it became more fo. His communications 

were lengthened out, his provifions dimi- 

nilhed ; the Americans, refuming courage, 

gathered around him on all Tides. At lad, 

this unhappy little army was befet on the 

13th of October, at Saratoga; and nations 

learned with adonilhment, that fix thoufand 

of the bed difciplined troops of the old he- 

inifphere, had laid down their arms before 

the hulbandmen of the new, conduced by the 

fortunate Gates. Thofe who called to mind, 

that the Swedes of Charles XII. till then in- 

vincible, had capitulated with the dill bar- 

barous Ruffians, accufed not the Engliffi ar- 

my: they only blamed their imprudent Ge- 

neral. 
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This event, fo decifive in the judgment 

of our politicians, was of no more confe- 

quence to the Americans, than the actions 

lefs favourable to their arms had been. Af- 

ter three years battles, devallations, m a fia- 

cres, the ftate of things was but little dif- 

ferent from what it had been a fortnight 

after the firfi. hoftilities. Let us endeavour 

to unfold the caufes of this flrange Angu- 

larity. 

(to.') At firfl, Great Britain, accuftomed 

to {forms in her own country, faw not all 

the danger that was in the tempeft, which 

rofe over her diflant pofiefiions. Long fmce, 

her foldiers had been infulted in Boflon; a 

power, independent of hers, had been form- 

ed in the province of Mafiachufet: the other 

colonies were difpofed to follow that exam- 

ple, without the Miniftry having been feri- 

oufly employed with thefe great objects. 

When they were laid before the Parliament, 

the two Houfes were filled with outcries ; 

and the Speakers continued declaiming, one 

after another, for a long while. Both Houfes 

of Parliament at lafl refolved, that the coun- 

I a 
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try-which had rebelled againfl their a£ts, 

fhould be fubje&ed to them by force; but 

this violent refolution was executed with 

the flownefs too ordinary in free States. 

England generally thought, that defence- 

lefs coafts, and countries wholly open, would 

not refift her fleets and armies. It did 

not appear to her, that this expedition 

would be tedious enough to let the peace- 

able peafants of America have time to be in- 

ftrufted in the art of war. They forgot to 

enter into the calculation, the climate, rivers* 

narrow pafles, woods, marfhes, want of fub- 

.fiftence in proportion as they fhould advance 

into the interior parts of the country, and a 

great many other natural obftacles which 

would be oppofed to a rapid progrefs in a 

country, three fourths of which were uncul- 

tivated, and which it wras neceflary to look 

on as new. 

The influence of moral caufes hindered 

the fuccefs Hill more. 

Great Britain is the feat of parties. Her 

Kings appeared generally enough convinced 

of the neceflity of leaving the dire&ion of 

affairs to the prevailing faction. That fac- 
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tton managed them commonly with under- 

{landing and vigour ; becaufe the chief a- 

gents who compofed it, were animated by 

a common interefl. Then, to the public 

fpirit, which prevails in England more than 

any other Government in Europe, was alfo 

added, the (Irength of a faction, and that 

party-fpirit, the chief fpring perhaps of re- 

publics, which fo powerfully moves fouls, 

becaufe it is always the effedt of a paffion. 

In order to get out of this long guardian- 

fhip, George III. fele£ted the Members of 

bis Privy Council from different parties.— 

—This innovation had no great inconveni- 

ence, as long as there was nothing extraor- 

dinary in the courfe of events. But as foon 

as the American war had rendered the bu- 

finefs more complicated, which already was 

not too fimple, it was perceived, that they had 

neither that conflancy nor union fo necef- 

fary to the execution of great bufmefs. The 

wheels, too much at variance, wanted, as rt 

were, a common impulfe, and centre of mo- 

tion. * Their going was alternately {low and 

quick. Adminiftration too much refemblCd 

that of ordinary monarchy, when the prin- 
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ciple of action comes not from the head of 

an aftive and fkilful Monarch, who himfelf 

gathers all the fprings under his hand. There 

was no more union in their undertakings j 

no more in their execution of them. 

A Miniftry who were not harmonious, 

faw themfelves continually expofed to the 

renewed attacks of a body of enemies, who 

were clofely united. Their refolutions, what- 

ever they were, were combated either by 

ridicule or reafon. They were blamed for 

having ufed the diftant citizens fo roughly, 

and they would have been blamed for ufing 

them too gently. Even thofe, who rofe in 

Parliament with the greatell vehemence a- 

gainfl the ufage given to the Americans, 

thofe who encouraged them moft to refin- 

ance, thofe who perhaps fent them fecret 

aid, were as much againft their independence 

as the Miniftry, whom they laboured with- 

out iritermiffion to difgrace and make odi- 

ous. If oppofition had fucceeded in difgufl:- 

ing the King at his confidents, or in ob- 

taining the facrifice of them by the cry of 

the nation, the plan of fubduing America 

would have been followed; but with more 
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dignity, conflancy, and meafures perhaps 

better concerted. The reduction of the re- 

volted provinces not being to be their work, 

they rather choofe that that vafl: part of the 

Britilh empire Ihould be feparated from it, 

than that it fliould remain united by other 

hands than theirs. 

The activity of the Generals made no re- 

paration for the vice of difagreement or op- 

pofition, and the flow execution which was 

the confequence of it. They allowed the 

foldiers too long reft ; they employed the 

time of action in deliberation ; they ap- 

proached the new - levied Americans, with 

the fame precaution they would have taken 

before difciplined forces. The Englifh, who 

have fo much impetuofity in their factions, 

wear in every thing elfe a cool and quiet 

chara&er. They muff have violent paf- 

fions, in order to be agitated. When they 

have not this Spring, they calculate all 

their motions. Then they are ruled by the 

temper of their minds, which, in general, 

if we except the arts of fancy and tafte, 

is, in every thing elfe, methodical and wife. 

In war, their courage never lofes fight of 



( 104 ) 

the principles, and leaves little to chance. 

Seldom do they fuffer on thetr flanks, or in 

their rear, any thing which can give them 

diflurbance. This fyftem has its advanta- 

ges, efpecially in a narrow and confined 

country, a country fet thick with forts and 

ftrong holds. But, in the prefent circum- 

flances, and on the vaft continent of America, 

againft a people to whom no time fhould 

have been given either to fortify or dif- 

cipline themfelves, the perfection of the art 

would have perhaps been to forget it, in or- 

der to fubftitute in its place an impetuous 

and rapid march, and that boldnefs which 

aflonifhes, ftrikes, and overthrows at once. 

It was, at the very firfi:, efpecially, that it was 

neceflary to imprefsthe Americans, not with 

the terror of devaftation, which enrages more 

than it affrights a people armed for their li- 

berty ; but with that terror which arifes 

from the fuperiority of talents and arms, 

and which a warlike people of the old world 

Ihould naturally carry into the new. The 

confidence of victory would have foon been 

victory itfelf. But, by too much circum- 

fpe&ion, by their too fervile attachment to 
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principles and rules, unfldlful Commanders 

failed in doing their country the fervice, 

which the expefted of them, and which die 

had a right to expeft. 

On their fide, the foldiers urged not their 

Officers to lead them to battle. They came 

from a country, where the caufe of their 

croffing fo wide a fea gave them no feeling. 

It wras, in the fight of the people, a fermen- 

tation of no confequence. They confound- 

ed the debates which it occafioned in Par- 

liament, with others often of very little im- 

portance. They fpoke not of it ; or, if it 

was the fubjedi of difqourfe, they took no 

more intereft in it, than in the news, which, 

in great towns, employ the idle every day. 

The indifference of the people had been 

communicated to the defenders of their 

rights. Perhaps they would even have been 

afraid of getting too decifive advantages 

over fellow-citizens, w'ho had taken arms 

only to keep themfelves from flavery. In ail 

the monarchies of Europe, the foldier is on- 

ly an inftrument of defpotifm, and he is 

fenfible of it. He thinks he belongs to the 

King, and not to the country -} and a hun- 
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dred thoufand armed men, are only a hun- 

dred thcufand difciplined and terrible Haves. 

The very habit of exercifing the empire of 

force, that empire to which every thing 

yields, contributes to extinguifh in them e- 

very idea of liberty. In fhort, the military 

command •, and fubordination, which, by the 

voice of one man only, moves thoufands of 

arms, which neither allows them to fee nor 

alk queftions, and gives, at the firft fignal, 

a law to kill or die, completely changes their 

fentiments into principles, and makes them 

as it were the morality of their State.—It 

is not the fame in England. The influence 

of the conftitution is fo ftrong, that it is ex- 

tended to the army. There, a man is a ci- 

tizen, before he is a foldier. Public opi- 

nion, in concert with the conditution, ho- 

nours one of thefe titles, and puts little 

efleem on the other. Thus we fee, by the 

hiftory of the revolutions, which have hap- 

pened in that ifland, fo much difquieted with 

civil broils, that the Englifh foldier, though 

engaged for life, preferves an affe&ion for 

civil liberty, of which we could not eafily 

form an idea in our countries of flavery. 
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How fliould the ardour, which was want- 

ing in the Britifh troops, have animated the 

Heflians, Brunfwickers, and other Germans, 

ranged under the fame banners, all equally 

difcontented with the princes who had fold 

them, the Sovereign who had bought them, 

the nation who kept them in pay, and their 

comrades who defpifed them as mercenaries. 

Thefe brave people had not in their hearts 

efpoufcd a quarrel, to which they were abso- 

lute ftrangers. Befides, they had alfo, in 

the enemy’s camp, brothers whom they 

were afraid of killing, and from whofe hands 

they were unwilling to receive wounds. 

The fpirit of Englifh armies had alfo 

changed in confequenceof a revolution which 

had taken place fifteen or eighteen years ago 

in the manners of their nation. The fuccefs 

of the lad war ; the extent to which trade 

had been carried on after the peace ; the 

great acquifitions made in the Eafl Indies ; 

all thefe ways of making fortunes, had ac- 

cumulated, without interruption, prodigious 

riches in Great Britain. Thefe treafures had 

kindled the defire of new enjoyments. The 

great folks went to learn the art in foreign 
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countries, efpecially in France, and with it 

poiibned their own country. From the higher 

ranks, it was diffufed over every clafs. To 

a character of boldnefs, fimplicity and re- 

ferve, fucceeded a tafte for vain ihow, dif- 

fipation, and gallantry. Travellers, who had 

formerly vifited that fo renowned ifland, 

thought themfelves in another climate.— 

The contagion had gotten among the fol- 

diers. They had carried into the new world, 

the paffion, which they had contra&ed in the 

old, for gaming, convenience, and good 

living. In removing from the coafts, it 

would have been neceflary to renounce the 

fuperfluities to which they were inclined: 

that tafte for luxury, that paflion fo much 

the more violent as it was new, gave no 

encouragement to purfue, into the heart of 

the country, an enemy always ready to flee 

into it. Ye new politicians, who advance 

with fo much confidence, that manners have 

no influence on the lot of States ; that, to 

them, the meafure of greatnefs is that of 

riches ; that the luxury of peace, and the 

pleafures of the citizen, cannot weaken the 

•efteft of thefe great machines, which are 
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called-armies, of which the European dif- 

cipline has, according to you, fo much im- 

proved the hire and terrible game : You 

who, to fupport your opinion, turn your 

eyes from the afhes of Carthage, and ruins 

of Rome, upon the recital which I make 

you ; fufpend, at leaft, your judgment, and 

believe that perhaps there are opportuni- 

ties of fuccefs, which luxury takes away.— 

Believe, that, even to brave troops, an ex- 

emption from wants was often the firft caufe 

of victory. It is perhaps too eafy to brave 

death only. To nations corrupted by wealth, 

a more difficult trial is referved *, that of 

hrpporting the lofs of their pleafures. 

Add to all thefe reafons, That the imple- 

ments of war feldom arrived, over fo wide 

an ocean, in feafons convenient for adfion : 

That the Councils of George III. wanted to 

have too much influence in the military ope- 

rations, which wfere to be executed fo far 

from them ; and you will know mofl of the 

obftacles, which hindered the fuccefs of 

Great Britain’s ruinous efforts againft the 

liberty of her colonies. 

K 
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(i i.) But, how did not America herfelf 

rcpulfe from her coafts, thefe Europeans who 

where bringing her death or chains ? 

This new world was defended by regu- 

lar troops, who at firft were enlh'ted for 

three or fix months only, and afterwards 

for three years, or even for the whole time 

that hoflilities might laft. It was defended 

by citizens, who appeared in the field only 

when their own province was invaded or 

threatened. Neither their Handing army, 

nor their militia, occafionally afiembled, had 

the military fpirit. They were hufbandmen, 

merchants, lawyers, only exercifed in the 

arts of peace, and conducted to danger by 

guides as little verfed as their fubalterns in 

the very complicated fcience of battles. In 

this Hate of things, what hopes of contend- 

ing with advantage againlt veterans in dif- 

cipline, formed to evolutions, inftrudfced in 

the marfhalling of armies, and abundantly 

provided with all the infiruments necefiary 

to a brifk attack, or an obltinate defence ? 

Enthufiafm alone could have furmount- 

ed thefe difficulties; but, did it really exill 

more in the Colonies, than in the Parent 
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State ? The general opinion jn England 

was, that the Parliament had eflentially the 

right of taxing all the countries which made 

part of the Britilh empire* At the begin- 

ning of the troubles, a hundred individuals 

would perhaps not have been found there, 

who would call in queftion this authority.— 

Yet the refufal which the Americans made 

to acknowledge it, did not indifpofe their 

minds. They bore them no hatred, even 

after they had taken arms to fupport their 

claims. As labours did not decay in the 

heart of the kingdom, while the thunder 

grumbled only at a diftance, every one was 

peaceably bufred with his own affairs, or 

quietly gave himfelf up to his pleafures. 

All patiently waited the iffue of a feene, of 

which, indeed, the unravelling of the plot 

appeared to them not doubtful. 

The fermentation muft have fhewn itfelf, 

at firfl:, greater in the new hemifphere, than 

in the old. Was ever the odious name 

Tyranny, or the fo agreeable name Indepen- 

dence, named to nations without their being 

moved ? But, was this heat kept up ? If their 

fancies had been fupported in the firfl mo- 
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tion, would not the need of fuppreffing the 

excefs of them have bufied the cares of a 

growing authority ? But, far from having 

courage to reftrain, it was cowardice that it 

had to profecute. We faw it punifh defer- 

tion with death, and fully the ftandard of li- 

berty with murders. We faw it refufe the 

exchange of prifoners, for fear of increaf- 

ing the inclination of the foldiers to furren- 

der at the firfl: fummons. We faw it re- 

duced to the neceffity of ere&ing tribunals, 

empowered to profecute the Generals, or 

their Lieutenants, who fhould too ralhly a- 

bandonthe polls entrufted to their vigilance. 

It is true, that an old man of fourfcore, 

whom they wilhed to fend home again, ex- 

claimed, My death may be ufeful, I will co- 

ver with my body a younger man than myfelf. 

It is true that Putnam faid to a Royalift, his 

prifoner, Return to your Commander ; and if 

he afks how many men I have, anfwer him 

that I have enow ; that though he fhould hap- ' 

pen to defeat them, 1 Jhould Jhll have enow ; 

and that in the end he will find by experience, 

that I have too many for him, and the tyrants 

whom he femes, Thefe fentiments were he- 
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roic, but rare ; and every day they became 

lefs common. 

The intoxication never was general ; and 

it could only be momentary. Of all the 

energetic caufes, which have produced fo 

many revolutions on the earth, none exifted 

in North America. Neither religion, nor 

laws, had been violated there. The blood of 

martyrs, or of citizens, had not been fhed on 

their fcaffolds. Their morals had not been 

infulted. Their manners and cuftoms, no 

objects dear to the people, had been given 

up to ridicule. Arbitrary power had taken 

no inhabitant from the bofom of his lamily, 

or his friends, to drag him into the horrors 

of a dungeon. There, the principles of ad- 

minillration had not been changed ; and, 

there, the maxims of Government had re- 

mained always the fame. Every thing a- 

mounted to this, to know if the mother- 

country had, or had not, the right of lay- 

ing dire&ly or indvreftly a light tax on the 

the colonies ; for the accumulated grievan- 

ces in the manifefto take their value from 

this only. This almoft mctaphyfical que- 

flion was but little fitted to raife a great 
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number, or at lead to intereft them ftrong- 

ly,' in a quarrel for which they faw their 

country deprived of the hands deftined to 

cultivate them, their crops fpoiled, their 

fields covered with the carcafes of their near 

relations, or flained with their own blood. 

To thefe calamities, the work of the royal 

army on the coafts, were foon added more 

infupportable ones in the heart of the 

country. 

The troubles of the Courts of London 

and Verfailles had never difturbed North 

America, without the two Powers having 

mingled in their bloody quarrels the wan- 

dering people of that part of the new hemi- 

fphere. Inllrudled by experience, what 

weight thefe hordes could bring into the 

feales, the Englilh, and the Colonilis, refolve 

equally to employ them in their mutual de- 

ftruftion. 

Carleton firft attempted to arm thefe bar- 

barous hands in Canada. “ It is, (replied 

they to his folicitations) “ it is the quarrel 

“ of a father with his children ; it is not 

“ becoming in us to enter into this do- 

“ mcftic quarrel.” . . . “ But,- if the rebels • • • 



( i15 ) 

“ came to attack thefe provinces, would you 

■“ not help us to repulfe them . . “ Since 
<£ the proclamation of peace, the hatchet of 
<c war has been buried forty fathoms deep.” 

“ You would certainly find it, if you dig 

“ the earth.” . . . “ The handle is rotten, 

“ and we could make no ufe of it.” 

The United States were not more fuc- 

cefsful. “ We have heard of the differences 

“ which have happened between Old and 

“ New England, (faid the Tribe of the O- 

neidas to their deputies.) “ Never fliall we 

“ take part in your odious divifions. War 
tc between brothers, is a thing ftrange, and 

“ new in thefe regions. Our traditions have 

“ left us no example of this nature. Sup- 
tc prefs your foolifh hatred ; and let a fa- 

“ vourable climate fcatter the gloomy cloud 

“ which involves you.” 

The Mafphies alone appeared to be in- 

terefled in the lot of the Americans. “ There 

“ is fixteen fhillings, (faid thefe good fa- 
<c vages to them). It is all we pofiefs. We 
<i thought of buying rum with it; we will 

“ drink water. We will go a hunting. If 

“ any beafts fall under our arrows, we will 



“ fell the fkins of them, and bring you the 

“ money.” 

But, through time, the very active agents 

of Great Britain i'ucceeded in reconciling 

many of thefe Aborigines to her. Her in- 

terefls were preferred to thofe of: her ene- 

mies ; and becaufe the diftance had not per- 

mitted her to do the favages fuch injuries, 

as they had received from their haughty 

neighbours, and becaufe fne could and would 

better pay the fervices, which they had in 

their power to do her. Under her banners, 

thefe allies, whofe barbarity was unbridled, 

did a hundred times more ill to the colonifts, 

fettled near the mountains, than their fellow- 

citizens, whom a happier fate had fixed on 

the fhores, had futfered from the royal 

troops. 

Thefe calamities attacked a number of 

Americans more or lefs confiderable : but 

foon an internal vice affiicfed them all. 

The metals, which, upon the whole globe, 

reprefent every objeft of trade, were never 

plenty in this part of the New World. The 

little of them, which had been feen there, 

even difappeared on the firfl hoftilities. To 
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tliete figns, univerfally agreed upon, were 

fubftituted figns peculiar to that country. 

Paper fupplied the place of filver. To give 

fome dignity to the new pledge, it was fur- 

rounded with emblems, which were conti- 

nually to recall to the people’s minds, the 

greatnefs of their enterprife, the invaluable 

price of liberty, and the neceffity of a per- 

feverance fuperior to every misfortune. The 

artifice did not fucceed. Thefe ideal riches 

were reje&ed. The more neceffity obliged 

them to be multiplied, the more they are 

undervalued. The Congrefs is enraged at 

the affront given to its money ; and declares 

traitors to their country, all thofe who would 

not receive it as they would have received 

gold. 

Was this body ignorant, that it had no 

more command of men’s judgments, than of 

their fenfes? Did it not perceive, in this pre- 

fcnt crifis, that every reafonable citizen would 

be afraid to expofe his fortune ? Did it not 

perceive, that, at the beginning of a republic, 

it allowed itfelf fuch afts of defpotifm, as are 

unknown in countries' formed to llavery ? 

Could it be diffembled, that it punilhed a 
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want of confidence with the fame puniih- 

ment, which rebellion and treafon would 

fcarcely have deferved ? The Congrefs faw 

all that. But the choice of means was a- 

vvanting to it. Its contemptible and def- 

pifed paper-currency was really thirty times 

below its original value, when more was {fill 

made. The 13th of September 1779, there 

was paper circulating, to the amount of 

L. 35,5445155* The State owed, befides, 

L. 8,385,356, without reckoning the parti- 

cular debts of every province. 

The people were not indemnified, for a 

plague which may be called domeftic, by an 

eafy communication with every part of the 

globe. Great Britain had intercepted their na- 

vigation with Europe, with the Weft-Indies, 

with every latitude in which their {hips failed. 

Then they faid to the world, “ It^ is the 

“ Enghfh name which hath made us odi- 

“ ous ; we folemnly renounce it. All men 

“ are our brethren. We are friends to 

“ every nation. Every flag may, without 

“ fearing to be infulted, appear on our 

** coafts, refort to our ports.” They did 

not accept of an invitation, in appearance lb 
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feducing. The truly commercial States, in» 

formed that North America had been re- 

duced to contract debts, at the very time of 

her greateft profperity, thought judicioufly, 

that, in her adtual diftrefs, Hie could pay only 

very little for what fliould be carried to her. 

The French alone, who dare venture on 

every thing, were bold enough to brave the 

inconveniences of this new connection. But, 

by the fkilful care of the Admiral Lord 

Howe, molt part of the Ihips, which they 

difpatched, were taken before they arrived 

at their deftination, and others on the de- 

parture from the American Ihore. Of many 

hundreds of vefiels, that went from France, 

only twenty-five or thirty of them returned, 

which even brought no profit, or but little 

to thofe who fitted them out. 

A multitude of wants, added to fo many 

other plagues, might make the Americans 

regret the lofs of their former tranquillity, 

and difpofe them to a reconciliation with 

England. In vain had they bound the peo- 

ple to the new Government, by the faith of 

oaths, and the authority of religion. In vain 

had they fought to convince them of the 
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impoflibility of making a fure treaty with a 

country, in which one Parliament would re- 

peal what another had ena&ed. In vain had 

they threatened them with the perpetual re- 

fentment of a violent and revengeful enemy. 

It w'as poffible that thefe diftant troubles 

would not balance the weight of the prefent 

evils. 

So the Britifh Miniftry thought, when 

theyfent into the New World, public agents, 

authorifed to offer every thing, independence 

excepted, to thefe very Americans, from 

whom, two years before, they required an 

unlimited obedience. It is not improbable, 

that, fome months fooner, this plan of recon- 

ciliation wTould have produced an agreement. 

But, at the time in which the Court of 

London caufed propofe it, it was rejefted 

with haughtinefs, becaufe, in that Hep, they 

faw nothing but fear and weaknefs. The 

fears of the people had been removed. The 

Congrefs, the Generals, the troops, the Ikilful 

or bold, who in every province had ufurp- 

ed authority, all had recovered their firfl 

boldnefs. This was the effeft of a treaty 

of fricndlhip and commerce between the 
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United States and the Court of Verfailles, 

figned the 6th of February 1778. 

(12.) If the Britifh Miniftry had reflected 

■upon it, they would have perceived, that the 

faine delirium, which led them to attack 
their colonies, reduced them to the necef- 

fity of immediately declaring war againll 

France. Then prevailed, in the councils of this 

Crown, the circumfpeftion which a new 

reign mult always infpire. At that time, the 

.finances were in the confufion, into which 

twenty years’ folly had plunged them. At 

that time, the -bad ftate of the Navy filled 

every citizen with uneafinefs. At that time, 

Spain, already fatigued with her extravagant 

expedition to Algiers, was in fuck perplexi- 

ties, as would not have permitted her to 

give aid to her ally. Without ralhnefs, Eng- 

land might have promifed herfelf fuccefs a- 

gainft the moil powerful of her enemies j 

and to ftrike terror into America, by vifto- 

ries gained, or conquefts made in her neigh- 

bourhood. The importance it was of to 

that Crown, to take away from her rebel- 

lious fubje&s the only fupport which was 

L 
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fecurcd to them, would have leflened the 

indignation, which the violation of the moft 

folemn treaties infpires. 

George III. faw nothing of all that. The 

private aids, which the Court of Verfailles fent 

to the provinces, armed for the defence of 

their rights, did hot open his eyes. The 
1 dock-yards of France were filled with car- 

penters. Her arfenals were filled with ar- 

tillery. There was no more room in the 

magazines for new naval (lores. Her ports 

prefemed the mod threatning preparations ; 

and this ftrange blindnefs (till continued. To 

draw the Court of St James’s from its lethar- 

gy, it behoved Lewis the XVI. to caufe de- 

clare to it, on the 14th of March, that he 

had acknowledged the independence of the^ 

United States. 

This was a declaration of war. It was 

impoffible that a nation, more accuftomed 

to give than receive offence, could patiently 

fuffer its fubjedts to be abfolved from their 

oath of fidelity, or raifed with fplendor to 

the rank of fovereign powers. All Europe 

forefaw, that two nations, who had been ri- 

vals many ages ago, were about to colour 
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with blood the waters of the ocean, and 

play again that terrible game, in which pu- 

blic profperity will never recompenfe private 

misfortunes. Thofe, in whom ambition had 

not {fifled all benevolence to their fellow- 

creatures, deplored, before-hand, the cala- 

mities, which, in the two hemifpheres, were 

ready to fall on mankind. 

However, the bloody fcene was not open- 

ed ; and this delay made fome credulous minds 

hope for the continuation of peace. They 

knew not, that a fleet, which went from Tou- 

lon, had orders to fight the Englifh inNorth- 

America. They knew not, that orders were 

difpatched from London to drive the French 

from the Eaft-Indies. Without being ini- 

tiated in thefe myfleries of perfidy, which 

deceitful politicians regard as great ftrokes 

of State, men truly fkilful judged hoftilitics 

inevitable, and even near upon our feas. 

The battle of two frigates, fought on the 

17th of June 1778, brought forth this event, 

which had been forefeen. 

Here our talk becomes more and more 

difficult. Our only object is to be ufeful, 

and fpeak truth. Far from us be all party- 
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jpirif, which blinds and debafes thofe who 

lead men, and thofe who dare afpire to in- 

ftruft them. Our wilhes are to our native 

country j our homage to juftice. In what- 

ever place, under whatever form Virtue is. 

prefented, it is her whom we honour. The 

diflinctions of Societies and States cannot 

make her foreign to us ; the juft and brave 

man is every-where our fellow-citizen. If, 

in the difterent events, which pafs under our 

eyes, we blame with courage what appears 

our duty to blame, we feck not the fullei> 

and vain pleafure of a foolifh cenfure. But 

we fpeak to nations and pofterity. We 

ought to tranfmit to them, faithfully, what 

may influence the public happinefs. We 

owe to them the hiftory of faults, to teach 

them how they may be avoided. If we durft 

betray fo noble a duty, wx would perhaps 

flatter the prefent generation, which pafies 

away; but juftice and truth, which are eter- 

nal, would inform future generations againft 

us, who would read us with contempt, and 

only name us with difdain. In this long 

courfe, we will be juft to thofe who ftill 

cxift, as we have been to thofe who exift 
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no more. If, among men of power, there 

are fome who take offence at this liberty, 

we are not afraid to tell them, that we are 

only the organs of a fupreme tribunal, which 

Reafon raifes, at laft, upon a Heady found- 

ation. There is no longer a Government in 

Europe, which fhould be afraid of her judg- 

ments. Public opinion, which is more and 

more enlightened, and which nothing hin- 

ders or intimidates, has its eyes open on 

nations and courts. It penetrates into ca- 

binets, where policy is Ihut up. There it 

judges the depofitaries of power, their paf- 

fions, and their weaknefs; and, by the em- 

pire of genius and underftanding, rifes every 

where above Minifters, to direft or rdlrain 

them. Woe to thofe who difdain or brave 

it ! This appearance of boldnefs is nothing 

but impotence. Woe to thofe, who, by their 

talents, cannot refill its looks ! Let them do 

juftice to themfelves, and lay down a burden 

too heavy for them to bear. They will at 

lead ceafe to expofe themfelves and nations. 

France began the war with invaluable 

advantages. She had cholen place, time, 

and circumllances: it was only after having 
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at leifure made her preparations^ after hav- 

ing brought her ftrength to a proper height, 

that {he appeared in the field of battle. She 

had only to fight an enemy humbled, weak- 

ened, and difcouraged by her domeftic dif- 

fenfions. She had the favour and intereft of 

other nations againfl thefe imperious mafters, 

or, as they laid, thefe tyrants of the ocean. 

Events appeared to anfwer to the wilhes 

of Europe. The French Officers, who had 

their old affronts to wipe off, performed il- 

luftrious actions, the remembrance of which 

will laft long. A {kilful theory, and un- 

daunted courage, made up what might be 

wanting to them on the fide of experience. 

Every particular engagement crowned them 

with glory, and rnoft of them ended to their 

advantage. The Britilh grand - fleet ran 

greater dangers ftill than her detached fhips. 

It was fo roughly treated, as to fear its to- 

tal or partial deftruftion, if the fleet, which 

had reduced it to that almoft defperate ftate 

off Uffiant, had not been difpofed, by timid 

orders, fhameful intrigues, the weaknefs of 

Admirals, or by all thefe motives together, 

to quit the fea, and return firft to port. 
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Intoxicated with thefe fucceffes, perhaps 

unexpefteu, France appeared to lofe fight 

of her deareft interefts. Her principal ob- 

jeft fliould have been to intercept her ene- 

mies’ trade, to cut their double finews of 

war, which they derived from their failors 

and funds, and thus fap the two foundations 

of Englifh grandeur. Nothing was more 

eafy for a Power, fo early prepared for ho- 

Ililities, than to intercept a merchant fleet, 

wholly by furprife, and very weakly convoy- 

ed. It was not done. The immenfe riches 

which Great Britain expected from every 

part of the globe, entered peaceably into 

her roads, without any part of them having 

been taken. 

On the contrary, the trade of France 

was harraffed in both hemifpheres, and 

every-where intercepted. Her colonies faw 

carried off" from their own coafts, the fub- 

fiftence which they expected, with all the 

impatience of want; while Ihe herfelf was 

deprived of four millions Sterling, arrived 

almoft in fight. Thefe misfortunes had a 

caufe : Let us endeavour to difeover it, 
» . • ' i * J 
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The French navy had been long fince un- 

fortunate. It was to the fault of its conftitu- 

tion, that fo many misfortunes had been at- 

tributed. They attempted many times to 

modify or change its regulations ; but thefe 

innovations, good or bad, were always re- 

pulfed with a difdain more or lefs remark- 

able. At length the Admirals themfelves 

dictated, in 1776, an order, which, mak- 

ing them abfolute mafters of the roads, ar- 

fenals, dock-yards, and magazines, deflroyed 

that mutual infpeftion, which Lewis XIV. 

had thought his duty to fettle between the 

military officers and thofe of adminiftration. 

From that time there was no more rule, re- 

fponfibility and ceconomy in the ports. Every 

thing there fell into confufion and diforder. 

The new plan had {till a more fatal in- 

fluence. Till this time, it was the Mini- 

ftry who had directed the naval operations 

to the end which fuited their politics. This 

authority went, perhaps, without being per- 

ceived, to thofe who were to execute them. 

They took infenflbly the complexion of their 

prejudices. Thefc prejudices made them 

believe that it u'as not in dully and labori- 
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oully efcorting the fhips of the nation, in 

remaining in difficult crofs-paffages to fur— 

prife or deftroy the enemy’s Ihips, that they 

Ihould get a name. This double duty was- 

then entirely negle&ed, or ill difeharged* 

from the opinion common at Bred, that 

fuch a fervice had nothing noble, and con- 

ducted to no fort of glory. 

It mult be granted, that this prejudice is 

very odd, and entirely contrary to all the 

laws of Society. What can have been the 

end of States, in inllituting this warlike force, 

deftined to run over the feas ? Is it only to- 

procure rank to thofe who command, or 

who ferve ? to give them an opportunity 

of exercifmg a courage ufelefs to every bo- 

dy but the mi elves ? to dye the fea with 

blood by battle and daughter ? Undoubted- 

ly no. Fleets of rnen of war are, upon the 

ocean, what forts and ramparts are to the 

citizens of towns, what national armies are 

to provinces expofed to devaftation from the 

enemy. There are fome properties at- 

tached to the foil ; there are others made, 

tranfported by commerce, and which are 

as it were wandering upon the ocean.— 
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Thefe two forts of properties have need of 

defenders. Warriors ! there is your duty. 

What would they fay, if land-armies fhould 

refufe to protect the inhabitants of. towns, 

and the labourers of the fields, againfi: the 

enemy; to protect the crop, when threaten- 

ed to be burned ?—Sea-Officers ! you think 

yourfelves difgraced in protefting and efcort- 

ing the trade. But, if the trade has no 

more protestors, what will become of the 

riches of the State, of which you will un- 

doubtedly afk a part as the reward of your 

fervices ? For your own parts, what will be- 

come of the revenues of your lands, when 

trade, and the circulation of riches, only can 

render them fruitful ? You think yourfelves 

difgraced. What! difgraced in rendering 

yourfelves ufeful to your fellow-citizens ? 

And what are all the orders of State, to 

which Government has confided any por- 

tion of the public ftrength, but prote&ors 

and defenders of the citizen and his fortune? 

Your port is on the fea, as that of a Magi- 

ftrate is on the bench, that of the Land- 

Officer and Soldier in the field, and the 

Monarch himftlf upon the throne, where he 
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has a higher command only that he may 

fee farther, and comprehend, at one view, all 

thofe who have need of his protection and 

defence. You afpire to glory. Learn, that 

glory is in every place where the nation 

can be ferved. Learn, that the glory of pre- 

fervation is of more value than that of de- 

ftruction. In old Rome, they alfo loved glo- 

ry : yet, there, they preferred the honour 

of having faved one citizen only, to that of 

having killed a multitude of their enemies. 

What ! do you not fee, that, in faving the 

trading velfels, you fave the fortune of the 

State ? Yes, your valour is (hining ; it is 

known in Europe, as well as in your native 

country : but, what matters it to your fellow- 

citizens, that it has appeared on a glorious 

occafion, that it has captivated an enemy’s 

velfel, or covered with wreck and ruin the 

billows of the ocean, if, by your fault, you 

have fuffered all the {hips to perifli, or be 

carried off, which carry the riches of your 

country ? if, in the fame port to which you 

return victorious, a multitude of defolate fa- 

milies bewail their ruined fortunes ? At your 

landing, you will not hear the fhouts of vie- 
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iory ; all will be mute and difmayed : and 

your exploits will be deftined to fill up 

the Court-gazette, and thefe public papers, 

which, made to amufe idlenefs, give glory 

only for a day, when that glory is not en- 

graven on the hearts of the citizens, by the 

remembrance of a real utility to the country.. 

The maxims facred at Portfmouth, were 

quite oppofite. There they perceived, there 

they refpected the dignity of commerce.— 

They reckoned it a duty, as well as an ho- 

nour, to defend it; and events have decid- 

ed, which of the two navies had the jufteil 

ideas of their fun&ions. 

Great Britain had juft experienced very 

humiliating misfortunes in the New World. 

A more powerful enemy threatened her with 

greater drfafters in the Old. This alarming 

fituation filled every mind with diffidence 

and doubt. The national riches arrive.— 

Thofe of the rival Power fwell the enormous 

mafs : and immediately public credit re- 

vives ; hope rifes again ; and that people, 

whom they were pleafed to look on as de- 

je&cd, refume and maintain their ufual 

ftatelinefs. 
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On the other fide, the harbours of France 

are filled with lamentations. There, a dif- 

graceful and ruinous inaction fucceeds, to an 

a&ivity, which gave them fplendor, and en- 

riched them. The indignation of the mer- 

chants is communicated to the whole na- 

tion. The firft moments of fuccefs, are al- 

ways moments of intoxication, which feem 

to cover and juftify faults. But misfortune 

gives more feverity to judgments. The peo- 

ple then obferve more neatly thofe who go- 

vern them, and, with a bold liberty, demand 

an account of the depofitary of power and au- 

thority with which they are entrufled. The 

Councils of Lewis XVI. are reproached with 

having wounded the majefty of the firft: 

Power on earth, in difowning, in the face 

of the whole world, the aids which they 

ceafed not to fend privately to the Americans. 

They are reproached for having, by a mi- 

nifterial intrigue, or by the afcendency of 

fome obfeure agents, engaged the State in 

an unfortunate war, while they ftiould have 

Tufied themfelves in winding up the fprings 

of Government, in curing the long wounds 

of a reign, the latter half of which had been 

M 



( !34 ) 

dcfpicable and weak, divided between de- 

predation and fhame, between the meannefs 

of vice, and convulfions of defpotifm. They 

are reproached with having excited war 

by deceitful policy, involving themfelves 

in difeourfe unworthy of France, and hav- 

ing held with England the language of 

timorous prefumption, which feeins to be- 

ly the proje&s they have formed, and the 

ientiments of their hearts; a language which 

can only difgrace him who makes ufe of it, 

without being able to deceive him to whom 

it is addreffed; and which difhonours, with- 

out that difhonour being either ufeful to 

Minifter or State. How much more noble 

would it have been, to fay, with all the frank- 

nefs of dignity—“ Englifhmen ! you have 

“ abufed victory. This is the time to be 
tc juft, or it {ball be the time of revenge. 

“ Europe is wearied with fuftering tyrants. 

“ She at laft refumes her rights. Hence- 

“ forth, either equality or war. Make your 

“ choice.” 

It is thus that Richlieu would have fooken 

to them ; he whom every citizen indeed fliould 

hate, becaufe he was a bloody murderer. 
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and, in order to be abfolute, affaffinated 

every enemy with the executioner’s ax ; 

but whom the nation Ihould honour as 

a minifter, becaufe he firft made France 

know her dignity, and gave her, in Europe, 

that tone which became her power. It is 

thus that Lewis XLV. would have fpoken 

to them, who, for forty years, knew how 

to be worthy of the age in which he 

lived ; who blended always greatnefs with 

his very faults ; and, even in his humilia- 

tion and misfortunes, never degraded him- 

felf, nor his people. Ah ! to govern a great 

nation, a great character is neceffary. A- 

bove all, there is no need for thefe fouls 

who are indifferent and cold through levity, 

to whom abfolute authority is only a great 

amufement, who let great imerefts float at 

random, and are more bufied in preferving 

power, than in making ufe of it. Why, it 

is afked again, why have men, who have 

all the power of the State in their hands, 

and who, in order to be obeyed, have on- 

ly to command, fuffered themfelves to be 

outftripped in every fea, by an enemy whofe 

conftitution is neceflfarily flow in its move- 
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merits ? Why have they, by a foolifh treaty, 

put themfelves into the chains of the Con- 

grefs, which they themfelves might have 

held in dependence, by plentiful and regular 

aids ? Why, in Ihort, have they not con- 

firmed the revolution, by keeping always 

upon the northern coafts of the new world, 

a fquadron which might protect: the colonies, 

and at the fame time make our alliance be 

refpe&cd ? But Europe, who has her eyes 

fixed upon us, fees a great defign, and no 

concerted plan ; fees in our arfenals and 

ports, vaft preparations, and no execution ; 

fees threatening fleets, and that preparation 

rendered almolt ufelefs ; confidence and 

courage in the private men, faint-hearted- 

nefs and irrefolution in their commanders; 

all that announces, on one fide, the llrength 

and impofing power of a great people, and, 

on the other, the weaknefs and flownefs, 

which depend on the character and views. 

It is by this ftriking contradiction between 

our projects and our meafures, between our 

means, and the minds who employ them, 

that the Englifli genius, aftonifhed for a mo- 

ment, has refumed its vigour : and, till now. 
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it has been a problem for Europe to folve,, 

whether, in declaring for America, we our- 

felves have not railed the power of England ? 

Such are the complaints which refound 

on all Tides, and which we are not afraid to 

colled here, and bring under the infpedion of 

authority, ii it will deign to hear or read them. 

In fhort, Philofophy, whofe firft affedion 

is the defire of feeing every Government 

juft, and every people happy, in cafting a 

glance upon this alliance of a monarchy 

with a people, who defend their liberty, 

fearches for the motive of it. She fees too 

well that the happinefs of human nature has 

no part in it. She thinks, that if the love 

of juftice had determined the Court of Ver- 

failles, it would have fettled, in the ftrft: 

article of its convention with America, that 

every opprejjed people had a right to rife a- 

gainjl their oppreffbrs. But this maxim, which 

forms one of the laws of England ; which 

a King of Hungary, when he afeended the 

throne, had the courage to make one of the 

regulations of the State ; which Trajan, one 

of the greateft princes who has reigned in 

the world, adopted, when, in the prefenc.e 
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of the Roman people aflembled, he faid to 

the firtl Officer of the empire, I put this fword 

into your hand, to defend me, if / am juft ; to 

fght me, andpunifh me, if 1 become a tyrant. This 

maxim is too much a ftranger to our weak 

and corrupted Governments, where it is a 

duty to fuffer, and where the oppreffed mult 

be afraid to perceive his misfortune, for fear 

of being punilhed for it as a crime. 

But it is efpecially againfl Spain, that the 

bitterefl complaints are direfted. They 

blame her for her blindnefs, for her doubts, 

for her flownefs, fometimes even for her in- 

fidelity ; accufations all ill-founded. 

In feeing France engage herfelf unnecef- 

farily in a naval war, fome politicians ima- 

gined, that this Crown thought itfelf fuffi- 

ciently powerful to feparate the Britiffi do- 

minions, without fharing with an ally the 

honour of that important revolution. We 

will not examine, whether the fpirit which 

prevailed in the Cabinet of Verfailles, gave 

authority for this conjecture. It is known, 

to-day, that this Crown, which, from the 

beginning of the troubles, had given fecret 

aid to the Americans, watched the propitious 
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moment to declare herfclf openly in their 

favour. The event of Saratoga appeared 

to it the mod: favourable circumflance, to 

propofe to his Catholic Majefty to make it a 

common caufe. 

Whether that Prince, then, judged the 

liberty of the United States contrary to his 

interefts, or the refolution appeared to him 

rafli; or, in fhort, whether other political 

objefls required all his attention, he denied 

himfclf to this propofal. His charafter ex- 

empted him from new folicitations. From 

the firft attempts they employed him fo lit- 

tle about this great affair, that it was with- 

out prepofTeffing him in its favour, that the 

Court of Verfailles caufed declare at St 

James’s, that they had acknowledged the 

independence of the Confederate Provinces. 

However, the Land and Sea-Officers, which 

Spain employed in Brafil againft the Portu- 

guefe, had returned. The rich fleet which 

fhe expe&ed from Mexico, had entered her 

ports. The treafures which arrived to her 

from Peru, and her other poffefiions, were 

fafe. She was free from every uneaft- 

nefs, and miflrefs of her motions, when 
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flic afpirtd to the glory of pacifying the two 

hemifpheres. Her mediation was accepted ; 

both by France, whofe boldnefs had not 

been attended with the happy confequences 

which Ihe had promifed herfelf from it; and 

by England, w ho might be afraid of getting 

a new adverfary to fight. 

(13.) Charles III. fupported wath dig- 

nity the fair character which he had taken 

upon himfelf. His declaration was, that they 

fliould lay dowm arms ; that each of the 

parties at war, fliould be guaranteed in the 

lands which it Ihould pollefs at the time 

of the Convention ; that they fliould form a 

Congrefs, wherein fliould be difeufled the 

feveral claims ; and that they might not be 

attacked again, till after having been warned 

a year before-hand. 

This Monarch did not conceal his opinion, 

that this meafure gave Great Britain an eafy 

way of being reconciled to her colonies, or 

at lead: of making them purchafe, by great 

advantages to her trade, the facrifice of the 

ports which flie poifefled among them. He 

did not conceal his mind, that it wounded 
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the dignity of the King his nephew, who 

had engaged himfelf to maintain the United 

States in the whole of their territory. But 

he wanted to be juft ; and, without laying 

afide all refpeft of perfons, one cannot be fo. 

Verfailles was difpleafed at this plan of recon- 

ciliation ; and the fmall, and only comfort of 

this Court, was the hope of its being reje&ed 

at London. That indeed happened. England 

could not refolve to acknowledge the Ame- 

ricans really independent, though they were 

not called to the conferences which wrere 

to be opened; though France could not ne- 

gotiate for them; though their interefts were 

to be fupported by a mediator only, who 

was attached to them by no treaty, and who 

perhaps, at the bottom of his heart, did not 

defire their profperity ; though her refufal 

threatened her with another enemy. 

It is in fuch a circumftance ; it is when 

pride raifes fouls above terror, when they 

fee nothing more to fear than the fliame of 

receiving the command, and when they he- 

fitate not to chufe between ruin and diiho- 

nour ; it is then that the grandeur of a na- 

tion is difplayed. 1 confefs, however, that 
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men accuflomed to judge of things by the 

event, reckon great and dangerous refolu- 

tions, heroifm or madnefs, according to the 

good or bad fuccefs, with which they have 

been attended. If I were aiked, then, what 

name fhall be given, fome years hence, to the 

ffeadinefs which the Englifh have fhovvn at 

this time ? I would anfwer, that I do not 

know. But, as to what it deferves, 1 know. 

I know, that the annals of the world prefent 

us, but feldom, with the auguft and majeftic 

fpeftacle of a nation, which chufts rather to 

renounce its duration than its glory. 

The Britifh Miniftry had no fooner ex- 

plained themfelves, than the Court of Ma- 

drid efpoufed the quarrel of that of Ver- 

failies, and confequently that of the Ame- 

ricans. Spain had at that time fixty-three 

fhips of the line, and fix building. France 

had eighty, and eight upon the flocks. The 

United States had only twelve frigates, but 

a great number of privateers. 

To fo many united forces, England op- 

pofed only ninety-five fhips of the line, and 

twenty-three building. Sixteen more were 

feen in her ports, which were out of for- 



C J43 ) 

vice : thefe were converted into prifong 

and hofpitals. Inferior in warlike imple- 

ments, . flie was ftill more fo in means of 

every kind to employ them. Her domeftic 

quarrels ftill weakened the remaining re- 

fources. It is natural for Governments, truly 

free, to be troubled in time of peace. It 

is by thefe inteftine motions, that the fpirits 

preferve their energy, and the ready remem- 

brance of the nation’s rights. But, in war, 

all fermentation Ihould ceafe, all hatred be 

ftifled, interefts be blended with, and made 

fubfervient to one another. It happened 

quite otherwife in the Britifli Hies. Troubles, 

there, were never more violent. In no cir- 

cumftance were oppofite claims fhewn with 

lefs refpeft. The public good was infolent- 

ly trodden under foot by both fa&ions. Thofe 

Houfes of Parliament, in which they had for- 

merly examined the moft important que- 

ftions, with eloquence, refolution, and dig- 

nity, rung only with the clamour of rage, 

the grofleft infults, and debates as hurtful 

as indecent. The few patriots who remain- 

ed, called mightily for a new Pitt, a Minifter 

who, like him, had neither relations nor friends: 
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but this extraordinary man did not appear. 

Thus it was generally enough thought, that 

this people would yield, in fpite of the 

haughtincfs of their chara&er, the experi- 

ence of their Admirals, the boldnefs of 

their feamen, the vigour which a free nation 

mull acquire, in the Ihocks fhe fufFers. 

But the Empire of Chance is very exten- 

five. Who knows for what fide the ele- 

ments may declare ? A blaft of wind takes 

away, or gives vi&ory. A gun-lhot dif- 

concerts a whole fleet, by the death of an 

Admiral. Signals, either are not underftood, 

or are not obeyed. Experience, courage, 

Ikill, are crofled by ignorance, jealoufy, trea- 

chery, and a certainty of not being punifh- 

cd. A fog feparates or confounds two ene- 

mies, whom it happens to cover. A calm, 

and a tempelt, are equally favourable, or 

hurtful. Forces are divided by the unequal 

celerity of veflels. An opportunity is loft, 

either by faint-heartednefs which delays, or 

rafhnefs which is too precipitate. Plans may 

have been formed with wifdom ; but may 

be unfuccefsful, for -want of harmony in the 

executive movements. A fooiilh order from 
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Court determines the misfortune of the day. J 
Tfye difgrace, or death of a Minifter, changes 

meafures. Is it poffible that a ftricf union 

can long fubfift between confederates of fo 

oppofite a character, as the hafty, fcornfui, 

and volatile Frenchman ; the How, haughty, 

jealous, and cool Spaniard; and the Ameri- 

can, who fecretly turns his eyes towards his 

Mother-Country, and would rejoice at the 

misfortunes of his allies, if they were con- 

fident with his independence ? Will thefe 

nations, whether they a£t feparately, or con- 

junclly, be long of accufing, complaining of, 

and quarrelling with one another ? Should 

not their greatefl: expectation be, that mul- 

tiplied misfortunes could at mod do nothing, 

but plunge them again into that humiliating 

date, from which they wifhed to get out, 

and confirm the fceptre of the ocean in the 

hand of Great Britain ; while one or two 

confiderable defeats would bring down for- 

ever thofe ambitious people from the rank of 

the fird Power in this hemifphere. 

Who, then, can decide, who can even 

forelee what will be the event ? France and 

Spain, united, have, for their parts, powerful 
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means; England, the art of direding hers. 

France and Spain have their treafures; Eng- 

land, a great national credit. On the one 

fide, a multitude of men, and a number of 

forces ; on the other, a fuperiority in the 

art of conduding the veffels, and of fubdu- 

ing the fea in battle. Here, impetuofity and 

courage; there, courage and experience. On 

the one hand, the adivity, which abfolute 

Monarchy can give to its defigns ; on the 

ether, the vigour and fpring which Liberty 

gives. Here, the refentment of lofi'es, and 

long injuries, to revenge; there, the remem- 

brance of a recent glory, arid the fovereign- 

ty of America, as w'ell as of the ocean, to 

preferve- The allied nations have that ad- 

vantage, which the union of two vaft Pow- 

ers mult give ; but the inconvenience which 

refults from that very union, by the diffi- 

culty of harmony either in the defigns or 

employment of their forces. England is left 

to herfelf; but, having only her own force 

to dired, ffie has the advantage of unity in 

the defigns, of a furer and perhaps readier 

jundion of ideas : ffie can more eafily bring 

under one view, her p ans of attack and 

defence. 



( ‘47 ) 

To have an exact balance, vve mufl: ftill 

v.'.’gh the different force, which the rival na- 

tions may derive from a war; which, on one 

fide, is only, in many refpects, a war of 

Kings and Minifters; and, on the other, 

really a national wrar, in which England’s 

greatefl inteVefts are at flake, a trade which 

makes her rich, an empire and glory which 

make her great. 

In fhort, if wre confider the fpirit of the 

French nation, oppofed to that of the nation 

which it fights, we will fee that the French 

ardour is perhaps equally ready to be kind- 

led and extinguifhed ; that they hope for 

every thing at the beginning, that they de- 

fpair of every thing as foon as they meet 

with any obftacle ; that, by their character, 

they need the enthufiafm of fuccefs, to ob- 

tain new fucceffes : That the Englifh, on 

the contrary, lefs prefumptuous at firlt, in 

fpite of their natural boldnefs, know when 

they muff ftruggle with courage, rife with 

danger, and become refolute by difgrace ; 

like that robufl oak, to which Horace com- 

pares the Romans, which, ftruck and mu- 

tilated by the ax, grows again under the 

N 2 



( M8 ) • 

flrokes which are fetched againfl it, and 

draws a new vigo'ur from its very wound;. 

Hifiory informs us,, alfo, that few confe- 

deracies have (hared the fpoils of the nation, 

againfl which they have been formed. A- 

thens vi&orious over Perfia ; Rome faved 

from Hannibal; in modern times, Venice 

efcaped from the famous confederacy of 

Cambray ; and even in our days, Pruffia, 

which, by the genius of one man, could 

hold her head again ft Europe, have a right 

to fufpend our judgment on the ilfue of the 

prefent war. 

But, let us fuppofe that the Heufe of 

Bourbon has the advantages, with which it 

may have been flattered, What ought to be 

its conduct ? 

(14,) France is, in every point of view, 

the ftrongeft conflituted empire, of which 

the remembrance has been preferved in the , 

annals of the world. Without being able 

to be compared with her, Spain is alfo a 

State of great weight, and her means of pro- 

fperity increafe every day. The moft im- 

portant care of the Iloufe of Bourbon, ought 
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to be, to get itfelf excufed by its neighbours, 

for the advantages which' it derives from 

nature, which it owes to art, or which e- 

vents have given it. If it fought to increafe 

its fuperiority, the alarm would be general, 

and they would think themfclves threatened 

with univerfal Havery. It is perhaps a great 

deal, that other nations have not yet thwart- 

ed it in its projetts againlt England. The 

refentment, which the injuflice and haugh- 

tinefs .of that proud bland have every-where 

infpired, mull be the caufe of this inaftion. 

But, hatred is filent, when intereft appears. 

It is poflible that Europe may deem it con- 

trary to her fafety, that Great Britain fhould 

be weakened in the old or new hemifphere ; 

and, after having enjoyed the humiliations and 

dangers of that arrogant and tyrannical 

Power, Ihe may at lafl take arms to defend 

it. If it fhould be fo, the Courts of Ver- 

failles and Madrid would fee themfelves dif- 

appointed in the hope, which they have con- 

ceived, of a decifive fuperiority upon the 

globe. Thefe confiderations ought to deter- 

mine them to haften the attacks, and not to 

allow a forefeeing, or even jealous policyAtimc 
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to make new combinations. Efpecially, 

let them flop in feafon ; and let not an im- 

moderate defire of humbling their common 

enemy blind them to their true interefts. 

The United States have openly {hewn the 

projeft of drawing all North-Americji into 

their confederacy. Many fteps, that in par- 

ticular of inviting the people of Canada to 

rebellion, ought to have made us believe 

that this was alfo the wifh of France. We 

jnay fufpecf Spain of having equally adopted 

this idea. The conduct of the provinces, 

which have fhaken oft' the yoke of Great 

Britain, is fimple, and fuch as it behoved us 

to expeft. But, would not their allies want 

forefight, if they had really the fame fyftem? 

The new hemifphere muft one day be 

feparated from the old. This great fepara- 

tion is prepared, in Europe, by the fermen- 

tation and claftnng of opinions ; by the 

fubverfion of our rights, which conftituted 

our courage ; by the luxury of our courts, 

and wretchednefs of our countries 5 by the 

perpetual hatred between effeminate men, 

who pofiefs every thing, and robuft virtuous 

men, who have nothing to lofe but their life- 
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It is prepared in America, by the increafe of 

population, culture, induftry and know- 

ledge. Every thing forwards this reparation, 

the progrefs of evil in one world, and the 

progrefs of good in the other. 

But, can it be proper for Spain and France, 

whofe pofleffions in the new hemifphere are 

an inexhauftible fource of riches, to hurry 

on this feparation?—Now, that is what would 

happen, if all the North of thefe countries 

were fubjecfed to the fame laws, or con- 

nected by a common intereft. 

Scarce would the liberty of this vad con- 

tinent be fecured, when it would become 

the afylum of all the intriguing, feditious, 

difgraced or ruined men among us. Cul- 

ture, arts, commerce, would not be fought 

for by refugees of this character. A lefs 

laborious, and more troubled life, would be 

neceflfary for them. This caft of mind* 

equally remote from labour and reft, would 

be turned to conquefts ; and a paffion which 

has fo many attractions, would eafily over- 

-come the fkft colonifts, diverted from their 

former toils by a long war. The new peo- 

ple would have completed their preparations 
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for invafion, before the report of it fhould 

have been brought to our climates. They 

would choofe their enemies, the field, and 

opportunity of victory. Their thunder would 

always fall upon defencelefs feas, or coafts 

taken unawares. In a little, the provinces 

of the South would become the prey of thole 

of the North, and, by the riches of their pro- 

ductions, would fupply the mediocrity of 

theirs. Perhaps, even the polfeflions of our 

abfolute monarchies, would fue for admif- 

fion into the confederacy of free people ; or 

would break off from Europe, in order to 

be their own mafters. 

The refolution which the Courts of Ma- 

drid and Verfailles ought to take, if they 

are free to choofe, is to fuffer two Powers 

to fubfift in North America, who may watch, 

reflrain, and balance each other. Then, 

ages may elapfe, before England, and the 

republics formed at her expence, can come 

together. This mutual diftruft will hinder 

them from undertaking any thing at a di- 

flance ; and the fettlements of other nations 

in the new world, will enjoy a tranquillity, 

which, till our days, has been often difturbed. 
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That is probably the very order of things, 

which would agree belt with the Confede- 

rated Provinces. Their refpe&ive limits 

are not regulated. A great jealoufy pre- 

vails between the countries of the North 

and thofe of the South. Political principles 

vary from one river to .another. Great a- 

nimofUies are obferved among the citizens 

of the fame town, and the members of the 

fame family. Every one would wifli to re- 

move fromhimfelf, the opprefllve burden of 

public expences and debts. A thoufand 

feeds of divifionlurk generally in the bofom 

of United States. When once dangers have 

difappeared, how is the explofion ot fo ma- 

ny difeontents to be (lopped ? How are fo 

many wandering minds, fo many incenfed 

hearts, to be kept attached to the fame 

centre ? Let the true friends of the Ameri- 

cans refledt upon it, and they v/ill find, that 

the only mean of preventing troubles among 

thofe people, is to leave on their frontiers, 

a power!ul rival, always difpofeu to profit by 

their diffenfions. 

Peace and fecurity are ncceffary to mo- 

narchies ; troubles, and a formidable enemy. 
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to republics. Rome flood in need of Car- 

thage ; and It was neither Sylla nor Caefar, 

but the firft Cato, when his rigid and wild 

policy took from Rome a rival, by kindling 

in the Senate the torches which laid Carthage 

in allies. Even Venice, four hundred years 

ago, would have perhaps left her Govern- 

ment, and her laws, if fhe had not had at her 

door, and almoft under her walls, powerful 

neighbours, who might become her enemies 

or mailers. 

(15.) But, in this combination, to what 

degree of happinefs, fplendor, and flrength, 

may the Confederated Provinces in time be 

railed ? 

Here, in order to judge aright, let us 

begin, at firft, by waving the interefl, which 

all, fiaves not excepted, have taken in the 

generous endeavours of a nation, which ex- 

pofed itfelf to the molt frightful calamities 

in order to be free. The name of Liberty 

is fo agreeable, that all thole who fight for 

it, are fare of interefling our fecret wifhes. 

Their caufe is that of mankind in general; 

it becomes ours. We revenge ourfelves of 
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our own opprefibrs, by breathing our hatred 

freely, at leafl, againll Itrange oppreffors  

At the noife of the chains which are break- 

ing, it feems ro us, that ours are going to 

become lighter ; and we think, fome time, 

of breathing a purer air, in learning that the 

world puts Id's value on tyrants. Befides, 

thefe great revolutions of liberty are leflbns 

to arbitrary princes. They warn them not 

to reckon on too long a patience of the 

people, and upon a perpetual impunity  

Thus, when Society, and the Laws, take 

vengeance for the crimes of individuals, the 

honeft man experts that the chaftifement of 

the guilty may prevent new crimes. Ter- 

ror fometimes fupplies the place of juftice 

to the robber, and of conference to the 

murderer. Such fs the fource of that live- 

ly intereft, which every war for liberty pro- 

duces in us. Such has been that with which 

the Americans have infpired us. Our ima- 

ginations have been inflamed for them. We 

have taken an intereft in their vidories and 

defeats. The fpirit of juftice, which is 

pleafed to reward paft misfortunes with a 

future happinefs, is pleaf d to believe, that 
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• this part of the new world cannot fail to be- 

come one of the moft flourifhing countries 

of the globe. We are even afraid, that Eu- 

rope may one day find her mailers among 

her children. Let us be bold enough to re- 

fill the torrent of public opinion, and that of 

public enthufiafm. Let us not fuffer our- 

felves to be diflradted by imagination, which 

embellifhes every thing ; and paflion, which 

loves to create illufions, and realize all its 

hopes.—Our duty is to combat every pre- 

judice, even that which is moft agreeable to 

our heart’s wifh. It concerns us, above all, 

to be true ; not to betray that peace and up- 

right confcience, which prefides in our writ- 

ings, and dictates all our judgments to us. 

At this time, perhaps, we fhall not be be- 

lieved ; but, a bold conjefture, which is ve- 

rified at the end of many ages, does more 

honour to the Hiflorian, than a long train of 

fads, the recital of which cannot be contefl- 

ed : and I write not only for my contempo- 

raries, who fhall only furvive me fome years. 

Yet fome revolutions of the fun ; and they 

and I fhall be no more. But I give my ideas 

to poflcrity and time : It is theirs to judge me. 
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The fpace pofTeffed by the Thirteen Re- 

publics, between the mountains and the fea, 

is only fixty-feven fea-leagues ; but, upon 

the coaft, their extent is, in a right line, 

three hundred and forty-five from the river 

St Croix to that of Savannah. 

In this country, the lands are almoft ge- 

nerally of a bad or indifferent quality. 

There grows only a little maize in the 

four molt northern colonies. The only re- 

fource of their inhabitants, is fulling ; the 

annual produce of which amounts not to 

above L. 270,000. 

Corn is the chief fupport of the pro- 

vinces of New-York, Jerfey, and Penfjl- 

vania. But the foil there is fo quickly run 

out, that the acre which formerly gave even 

fixcy bufhels of wheat, but very rarely pro- 

duces more than twenty. > 
Though the countries of Maryland and 

Virginia arc much fuperior to every other, 

they cannot be looked upon as very fertile. 

The old plantations only give the third of 

the tobacco, which was formerly gathered 

there. It is not poffible to make many new 

Q 
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ones; and the planters have been obliged to 

turn their labours to other objefts. 

North Carolina produces fome grains, 

but of fo inferior a quality, that they are 

fold twenty-five or thirty per cent, lefs than 

others, in every market. 

The land of South Carolina, and of Geor- 

gia, is perfeftly level for about fifty miles 

from the fea. The exceflive rains which 

fall there, finding no outlet, form a number 

of marfhes, where rice is cultivated, to the 

great detriment of freemen and flaves em- 

ployed in the labour. In the intervals, which 

thefe fo multiplied maffes of water leave, 

grows an inferior indigo, which muft change 

its place every year. When the country 

rifes from the level, there is no more but 

rebel fands, or frightful rocks, intercepted, 

at great diftanc.es, by paflures of the nature 

of rufh. 

England, not being able to conceal that 

North America would never enrich her by 

the produce peculiar to her, thought of the 
powerful motive of bounties, in order to raife, 

in that part of the new wwld, linen, vines, 

filk. The poverty of the foil repulfed the 
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firft of thefe views; the fault of the climate 

oppofed the fuccefs of the fecond ; and the 

want of hands does not allow them to fol- 

low the third- The Society eftablifhed at 

London for the encouragement of arts, was 

no happier than the miniftry. Its boun- 

ties produced none of the obje&s, which 

it had propofed to the a&ivity and induftry 

of thofe countries. It behoved Great Bri- 

tain to be contented to fell, every year, to 

the countries of which we treat, more than 

2,000,000 1. in merchandife. Thofe who 

confumed it, delivered up to her, exclufive- 

ly, their indigo, iron, tobacco, and furs  

They delivered up to her, wdtat money and 

raw materials other people had given them, in 

exchange, for their wood, grain, f.lh, rice, and 

fait provifions. However, the balance was 

always fo unfavourable to them, that when 

the troubles began, the Colonifls owed be- 

tween 5 and 6 millions to the mother coun- 

try ; and they had no coin in circulation. 

In fpite of thefe difadvantages, there had 

been fucceflively formed in the heart of the 

thirteen provinces, a population of 2,981,678 

perfons, including 400,000 negroes. Op- 

O 2 
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preffion, and want of toleration, drove new 

inhabitants there every day. The war has 

flint up this refuge from the unfortunate ; 

but peace will open it again to them, and 

they will repair to it in greater numbers 

than ever. Thofe who {hall go thither with 

views of hufbandry, will not have all the 

fatisfa&ion which they have promifed them- 

felves; becaul'e they will find the good, 

and even the indifferent lands, all poffeffed ; 

and they will have little in their offer, but 

barren fands, unhealthy fvvamps, or lleep 

mountains. Emigration will be more fa- 

vourable to the manufacturers and artifts, 

unlefs perhaps they have nothing to gain by 

changing their country and climate. 

We could not determine, without rafh- 

nefs, what might be one day the population 

of the United States. This calculation, in 

general difficult enough, becomes imprac- 

ticable for a country, in which lands dege- 

nerate very rapidly, and where the propor- 

tion of labours and expence is not that of 

reproduction. If ten millions of men ever 

find a fare fubfiftence in thefe provinces, it 

will be a great deal. Even then, exporta- 
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tions will be reduced to nothing, or to very 

little; but internal induftry will take place 

of foreign induftry. The country will be 

nearly fufficient for itfelf, provided its inha- 

bitants can be happy by oeconomy and mo- 

deration. 

People of North America! let the exam- 

ple of all nations which have preceded you, 

and efpecially that of the Mother-Country, 

inftruft you. Be afraid of the affluence of 

gold, which brings, with luxury, the corrup- 

tion of manners, and contempt of laws : be 

afraid of too unequal a diftribution of riches, 

which (hews a fmall number of citizens in 

wealth, and a great number in mifery ; 

whence arifes the infolence of the one, and 

difgrace of the other. Guard againft the 

fpirit of conqueft. The tranquillity of em- 

pire decreafes, as it is extended. Have arms 

to defend yourfelves; and have none for 

attack. Seek cafe and health, in labour ; 

profperity, in agriculture and manufactures; 

ftrength, in good manners and virtue. Make 

the fciences and arts profper, which diftin- 

guiffl the civilized man from the favage. E- 

i’pecialy watch over the education of your 
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children. It is from public fchools, be affur- 

ed, that fkilful Magiftrates, difciplined and 

couragious foldiers, good fathers, good huf- 

bands, good brothers, good friends, and ho- 

nelf men, come forth. Wherever we fee 

the youth depraved, the nation is on the 

decline. Let liberty have an immoveable 

foundation in the wifdom of your conftitu- 

tions; and let it be the cement, which unites 

your provinces, which cannot be deftroyed. 

Eftabliih no legal preference in your diffe- 

rent modes of worfhip. Superftition is every- 

where innocent, where it is neither protect- 

ed, nor perfecuted ; and let your duration 

be, if poffible, equal to that of the world. 

FINIS. 

Erratum. t 

I*. 5. laft line. Fer tor-y^nts read torments. 










