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PSAL. CXXXIV. 
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J|L T > § 
fi V\ bless ve the Lord, all ye 
> v r\ T ' Th^t his attendants are, f 

  

*" ' \\ v*^2 Your hands within God’s holy place ) 

| ^ Lift up, and praise his name. j Exhortation. 

f ^ From Zion hill the Lord thee bless, V 

^eav,n ant^ eartb frame. ^ i^nswei‘ 

1 ^ ^ —• j 
L H r ^ A 1 4jl Iglacha lehobhah mhoir, 

Beannuichibh Dia a choidhch’; 
■ ^ ^ Sibhse le ’n ghna bhi ’n arcs De 
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ghna bhi ’n arcs P 
’Nur seasamh feadh na h-oldhch*, 

2 ’Na theampull togaibh suas ur lamh# 

Beannuichibh Dia naiA-feart, 
S Beannuicheadh Dia a Sion/ 
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Glpre ALPHABET. 

ERRATA. 

Head y last letter Hebrew title, instead of X. 
Preface, for whose desire read desirous. 
llth^ne from* bottom, p. 43, /3< superfluous. 

Paae 50, Tine 6th, tor lairful read awful. 
IZ ,, line 15th from bottom, add, 

rS 62, line l«h from bottom, read a,r do (foil. 
-d & ro line 20th for condition read conduct. 
PaC mme ofL importance in the orthography and 

\ punctuation may be candidly excused, 

of hurry and absence from the press, and corrects 

>vith the pen. / y ' ^ ^ . 

f 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

as litrle fbundue!, a, .v, y. 

oy or s, like u. 

(lands for h. 

for y. 

r for <rr. 

Letter / ofceu flibf'ribcd ^ndef other vowels, 

c!i like Greek 

And ehd like chk. 

o or dh before a vowel, in the beginning or 

middle, founds like y. r J 
0>/ * 

$ or ph, v^lent. 

^ or 7', ufed indifferently for one another 

<i or fh, like h alone, 

s often founded like fii. 

© or th, like " or h, the Greek afpirate. 

Molt words accented on the frit fyllable. 

Tho many thousands of those who speak the Gaelic language, 
now inhabiting the Low Country of Scotland and England, or 
distributed in the navy or army, and in America, wbwwe desire 
of having tracts translated or published in their own language, 
seem to call on the clergy, and the learned, and others, to be- 
stow some new attentions on their wants. There are many 
well qualified to gratify them, and it is supposed will soon set 
themselves about doing it. The present defective attempt, it 

is hoped, may obtain some indulgence, as it is the first essay 
of this kind and way that has been tried. Although in this 
country, neither in public nor in private, are forms of devotion 
much approved; yet they may be of some use when medita- 
tions- are not better directed. 
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SACRED LESSONS and EXERCISES. 

THE APOSTOLICAL COMMISSION*. 

Matthew, xxviii, 18, 19, 20. 

■rfiul Jems came, and spake unto them saying, All Power 

is given unto me in Heaven and in Earth. Go ye there- 

fore—and Teach cdl Nations—Baptizing them in the 

Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost. Teaching them to observe all Things whatsoever 

I have commanded you : and, lo! I am zvith you  

a he ay—even unto the end of the World. Amen. 

K<*< o ’increus, lXa.?\r,Tm xutcas, XsyaV ’E^oth) ftoi Trao-tt 
tZovtrix h cv^ctm kxi Itt'i yvf cut fixttirivrxTS vruvrec 
tx 'dr/1, /SxTTTifyvTls aiiTc'v; ik TO ovcua rev HosTgo? xai rev Yiov xcc: rev 
ayUv U'jivuxrct;- AfSarxovrs? avrovi; ry;ceiv irxvrx oerx mrtihctfAw 
ifur x.x'i ’dov, syai usf v/xav tlfAi irarx^ raj 'iaq r?; rwriteUs 
rev ct'tatos. A flit. 

These magnificent words, my brethren, you will perceive, 
are the words of a Prince,—conscious of his royal dignity; 
Communicating of his power and authority to his attendants: 
conveying and securing to Ins subjects all that is desirable and 

valuable in possessing—and all that is satisfying and blissful jn 
enjoying. 

Yes Christians, they are the words of Jesus, your Saviour  
your Lord and your God, the object of angelical adoration, the 

A only 

* Preached by Mr William Smith, Minister of Bower, in Caithness, at 
the Parish Church of Tain, to the Northern Missionary Society, 31st Au- 
gust 1803. With a Lesson from Isai. 60. 61. and Psalms 138 | 73. 23. 

Some further notes are here added to those formerly printed in London 
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only begotten and well-beloved of the Father; Jo. xx. 28. who, 
having come/ forth from the courts of heaven,—on a mission and 

ambassage, of peace and reconciliation to us, a sinful and dege- 
nerated, a rebellious, a miserable, and alienated race ; assum- 
ing our nature, hath lived—and died—and risen again for our 

sakes; and ever liveth, making intercession for his people, and 
appointeth his Word and Spirit, his servants and institutions to 
guide the heirs of eternal salvation. 

Having in person accomplished our reconciliation—having 

overcome the sorrows and the sharpness of death—he hath set 
open the gates of the kingdom of heaven for all his faithful fol- 

lowers. 
Unquestionably great is this mystery of godliness ! that God 

should be thus manifested in the flesh, justified in the spirit, 
seen of angels,—preached unto the Gentiles,—believed on in 
the world ;—received up into glory ! 1 Tim. iii. 16.* 

Here, Christians, you rest the foundation of all your felicity. 
Here you have presented unto you, the charter and rights* 
which convey unto you all your privileges. Here you have the 
security and pledge of all your comforts—of all your hopes, and 
expectations. 

Here, ye ministers of his grace! ye administrators of his di- 
vine and spiritual government! you have directed to you au- 
thoritatively, the commission and precept of your Sovereign and 
Master, universally to diffuse the knowledge and extend the in- 

fluence of his laws, and the benefits of Ins institutions, promul- 
gating and establishing them among all nations. And the as- 
surance of the continued countenance and spiritual presence of 

your 

* For illustration of this text, the reader may with benefit consult Dr. 
Erskine’s eloquent discourses, and value in them the copiousness of scriptural 
sentiments, and scriptural expression ; and also Dr Madtnight, on the preced- 
ing verse, and his preface to 1 Tim. § 5. and retain the common pointing, 
reading, and interpretation of the passage. Hurrion’s Sermons on the Cruci- 
fixon, Resurrection, Ascension, Intercession: of Christ, and his sitting at 
the right hand of the Father, and second coming. Horneck. 

On the Doctrine of the Trinity, Dean Swift’s Sermon has been considered 
respectable, and other parts of his writings, when he chose to be grave : and 
for purity of English diction—a quality of style scarce allowed by some to 
itforth British Writers. Keat’s Elements of General Knowledge. 
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your Prince iiimself, through all ages, should animate and in- 
vigorate ail your assiduous labours ; and conduct you with ex- 
ulting satisfaction to the final completion of the joy and felicity 
which belong to all the subjects of Messiah’s reign. 

1. sltid Jesus came and spake unto them saying, All power is 
given unto me in Heaven and in Eearth. 

2. Go ye therefore, and Teach all nations. Baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: 

3. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you ; 

4. And lo ! I am with you—alway—even unto the end (f the 
World. Amen. 

Your attention is here directed, first by the words of the 
text. / 

1. To the source of your Christian faith and hope, to the 
foundation of the Christian church and your holy vocation, in 
the coming of Jesus, and his power and authority to save. 

2. To his extensive commission to his apostles and disciples 
to make converts of all nations ; and acquainting them of their 
relation and obligations to each of the divine persons, of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; to receive them in- 
to the church by the external rite of baptism, by which men 
are initiated into, and acknowledge the Christian profession. 

6. The discipline—morals, manners and temper, and behavi- 
our, which Jesus enjoins his followers to observe. And, 

Lastly. The encouragement he gives his people to activity, 
zeal, and perseverance in his service. 

In further enlarging on these words, on this occasion, allow 
me to offer a few considerations on each of the particular propo- 
sitions in the text—in order to fix our attention to the import- 
ance of them. And let the gracious promise of the Redeemer, 
that he continues his presence with his church, in all ages and 
in all circumstances, excite, animate, unite and strenthen his 

friends 
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friends and followers, to unremitting diligence and unwearied 

perseverance in his service : knowing and remembering—they 
serve an omnipotent Sovereign, a munificent Master, a faithful 
Friend, a sympathising Saviour; whose presence and inspection 
shall encourage and support them, shall guide and conduct them 
from stage to stage ; shall prosper their labours, shall compen- 
sate their sufferings, and shall finally establish them in everlast- 
ing security and joy. 

And Jesus came and spake unto them saying, &c. 

The foundation of our faith and hope, and of the Christian 
church is laid in the mission and coming of Jesus ; in his word 
and promise—in his power and authority—in his capacity and 

willingness—and the decree of Heaven to save his people in all 
nations, in his own way and terms—-according to the will and 
good pleasure of the Father. 

For, as the Apostle assures us, 1 Cor. iii. 11. other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid—which is—Jesus the Christ. 
Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, silver, pre- 
cious stones, wood, hay, stubble : every mans work shall be 
made manifest, for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire, and the fire shall try every man’s work of what 
sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he hath built there- 
upon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be 
burnt, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved, yet 
so as by fire. Know ye not that ye are the Temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you, Christians i 

Jesus came and spake unto them. 
In former ages by his Spirit, by secret suggestions, and pro- 

gressive revelations, he was pleased to communicate and unfold 
the gracious counsels of Heaven to men. It wras his Spirit— 
the Spirit of Christ—which was in them, actuating the ancient 
prophets—as the Apostle assures us, iPet. i.ll. which testified 
to sinful men, and especially to believers, beforehand, <f his 
coming, of the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 
follow. The messages he was pleased in mystical and figurative 

style to convey;—the divine statutes and commands—the moral 
• precpts, 
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precepts, and ritual institutions, and solemn observances en- 
joined—were most interesting to men,—nay the subject of ear- 
nest expectation and reverent inquiry to superior beings, and 
the heavenly messengers themselves. 

At no time did our heavenly Father leave himself without 
witness to men. He is at no time far off from any of his crea- 
tures. His spirit has been striving with sinners. Gen. vi. 3. 
Nay, though the manner and degree of the dispensation were 
different, Christ in former times, in the Antediluvian age, 
when not yet come in the flesh is said, 1 Pet. iii. 19. to have 
gone—and by his Spirit preached to the spirits (of the wicked 
by sin then, or by justice now) in prison or confinement. * 
'xnvu.ari') ev ZniXci-/.?,. But at length in a more illustrious man- 
ner, when He came clothed with humanity in the fulness 
of time, was he pleased to visit the children of men ; and 
to bring his salvation nigh unto believers. Psa. Ixxxv. 9. 
After various previous annunciations and preparatory dispen- 
sations of his grace,—-it pleased our God and Father, to send 
his Son in our nature to accomplish the redemption of sinners— 
to make an end of sin—to introduce an everlasting righteousness 
and reconcile all things in heaven and in earth. After many 
previous messages and preparations for his arrival, at length the 
Son of God comes himself to salute his church with the saluta- 
tions of his own mouth. Song of Sol. i. 1. Dan. ix. 24-. Col. 
ii. 14. 20. The first disciples seeing him tabernacling among 
men, having his divine dignity indeed veiled in the garb and 
guise of lowly humanity—yet beheld his glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father full of grace and truth. Jo. i. 14. With 
raptured affections they had listened to his heavenly doctrines, 
by their intrinsic excellence, and the conscious authority of 

him. 

* A devout study of the context, commonly best interprets, and gives the 
easiest sense. See Dr. Macknight on this place, Archbishop Leighton, Ush- 
er’s Jesuit, and Aretii Problemata. Calvin translates <fu/^xxr„ by watch-house 
or guard-house, and applies it to the happy state of departed spirits. It were 
more natural to apply it to the clog of the body and corruption while on Earth 
and the miserable state of those destined to punishmpnt. - _ . A S ! 

^ /h<rwC^<XL fa- fl*A't/usyri{L- • 
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him, who spake as never man spake, calculated to reach ami 
purify the heart. They had seen his contentment in indigence, 

his zeal in promoting his Father’s glory ; his diligence and la- 
bour in instructing the people of Israel; his beneficent mira- ' 
cles not confined to one nation, and constant attention, con- 
decension and affection, towards themselves. They had form- 
ed the most splendid expectations from his omnipotent power 
over ail nature, and the beneficial effects of it on the souls and 
the bodies of men, giving life, health, vigour, agility, light, 
knowledge, liberty, and joy, to the miserable subjects of Sa- 
tan’s oppression. They had witnessed his whole character and 
conduct on earth—-exhibiting such consummate dignity and 
humility; — piety and devotion to heaven — tender affection, 
wisdom and beneficence to men—as never had the world be- 
held before. 

But his kingdom and government being spiritual and divine— 
the concluding scene of ignominious abasement and sufferings 
in the completion of his ministry, had considerably damped, and 
almost wholly dissappointed their eager expectations, till on the 
third day after his death, fulfilling his predictions, he shewed 
himself alive ; and revisiting the disconsolate, doubting and 
desponding assembly of his friends, on the first day of the week, 
in the evening, at supper, when the doors were shut for fear of 
the Jews, he came with consolatory annunciations of peace, and 
exhilarating messages of joy. Matt, xxviii. 7. Mark. xvi. 
10—14. Luke xxiv. 36. Jo. xx. 19. 

After frequent communications—and manifestations of his 
person to his disciples, at length being about to ascend on high 

in our nature to the Father’s right hand,—He comes,—and He 
commissions his disciples to publish his doctrine, and establish 

his religion universally in the world, in consequence of the ple- 
nitude of authority and power with which he assures them, he 
wras invested for the salvation of his people, and perpetual and 
universal establishment, and acceptation of his heavenly laws 
among all nations. 

II. All 
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IL All pMcer is given unto me in Heaven and in Earth. Gt* 
ye therefore and make disciples of all nations. 

Long had the rebellious principle and power of the usurping 
adversary set up the banner of irreligion and idolatry, of vice 
and sensuality, of superstition and infidelity in the world ; and 
maintained throughout the nations, in the hearts, and lives, 
and institutions of men, a hostile opposition to the just and 
righteous laws of the Eternal King;—setting his authority at 
defiance :—deserting or corrupting his worship :—violating his 
statutes ;—renouncing his allegiance ;—and denying if possible, 
even his existance. Too long had the enemy, by crafty insi- 
nuations, and delusive and tyrannical sway, successfully oppres- 
sed the once loyal subjects of the celestial kingdom. But now 
at length the Prince of Life, the Lord of glory ; having by his 
own conquests subdued the adverse party,—having risen vic- 
torious over sin, satan, death, and the grave ; and triumphing 
over the rebellious and hostile principalities and powers ; Col. 
ii. 15. Eph. vi. 12. comes invested of his Father with supreme 
authority to administer the government of his universal Empire: 
and in consequence of his own victories over his and their ene- 
mies, he communicates of his power to his followers, invites 
them to share of his victory, to partake of his triumph ; to ex- 
tend his conquests, and be partners of his eternal joy.—Calling 
them to labour and diligence, to glory and virtue, he sends 
them forth commissioned with his doctrine and authority to fs 
subdue the nations ; and in his name to conquer and triumph— ^ 
by the power of persuasion, and the influence of his grace. 

Under the auspices of such a chief* ; by faith and confident 
reliance on his victorimas and omnipotent power; they go forth 
overcoming the world—fulfilling his mandates, diffusing his doc- 
trines, establishing his statutes, exemplifying his virtues, enforc- ' 
ing his precepts, confirming his authority, and accomplishing 
all his good pleasure; in their labours and travels,—in their 
patience and piety—in their self-denial and sufferings for his 

sake— 
/ 

* Nil desperanduai Christo duce auspice Christo. 

/.Huston to Ho,. Lib. J. Qd. 7, 



sake—in promoting the universal salvation of the nations, by 
Him, and his divine power and spiritual presence accompanying 
them. 

All power in Heaven and Earth is given unto me, saith Jesus: 
Go ye therefore and convert all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

The religion of Jesus is a most benign and liberal institution, 
not confined to one nation, but designed for the common sal- 
vation of all nations, both Jews and Gentiles. It is calculated 
to remedy the spiritual maladies which sin hath introduced, to 
remove the miseries, and supply the common wants of humqn 
nature ; in every condition, in all circumstances, under every 
form of government, and in every region of the world. * What 
philosophy, human wisdom, and policy were incapable of, 
that the power and efficacy of divine grace in Christ Jesus 
hath successfully begun, and will gloriously and universally ac- 
complish in the world, f 

In Him, shall all families and nations of the earth be blessed. 
Gen. xiii. 3. xviii. 18. xxii. 18. Acts iii. 25. Gal. iii. 8. 16, 
&c. Since the time this gospel was first preached to Abraham 
—notwithstanding the apparent confinement and forbidding as- 
pect of the Jewish peculiarity : his posterity—in their peregrit 
nations and travels—in their conquests and prosperity,—in their 

chastise- 

* On this subject see Sermon before the Northern Missionary Society, by 
the late Dr. Alexander Fraser, of Kirkhill, on Isaiah, xxxii. 8. at Tain, 180( — 
and his Key to the Prophecies. 

1 While Philosophy complains of the ineflicacy of its precepts, quod politi- 
ora non meliora ingenia hunt. Divine Revelation usually displays more deci- 
sion, authority, and energy, and comes, as St. Augustine says, Civ. ii. 19. non 
tanquam ex philosophorum concertationibus strepere, sed tanquam ex oraculis, 
et Dei nubibus intonate, Ps. xxix. 1 Cor. i. 24. vi. 10. 2 Cor. x. 45. Thes. i. 5,9. 
Philip, i. 6. Da mihi virum, qui sit iracundus, maledicus effranatus; paucis- 
simis dei verbis, tam placidum quam ovem reddam. Da cupidum avarum 
tenacem ; jam tibi eum liberalem dabo, et pecuniam suam plenis manibus lar- 
gentem. Da timidum doloris ac mortis, jam cruces etignes, et taurum con. 
temnet. Da libidinosum adulterum ganeonem, jam sobrium castum continen- 
tem videbis. Da crudelem et sanguinis appetentem ; jam in veram demen- 
tiam, furor ille mutabitur. Da injustum insipientem peccatorem, continuo 
et rcquus ct prudens et innocens erit. Lactantius de falsa Sapientia, Lib. 3’ 
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chastisements, afflictions and dispersions, have been made the 
instruments of communicating the knowledge of the plans of 
Providence to the world, and conveying religious instruction 
to other nations, and since their successive subjection to the 
Babylonian, and Persian, the Grecian and Roman Empires.— 

The fate of their nation, agreeable to the revelation of pro- 
phecy, has communicated of their religion, and the elements 
and institutions of Christianity to distant regions : and was pre- 
paratory for the universal reception of the blessings of Messiah’s 
reign. * 

To Abraham and his offspring and spiritual seed in Christ the 
promise belonged. To them first the Gospel was preached: and 
Christ came to bless them and turn them from their iniquities. 
From Jerusalem his doctrine is sent to all nations. On the day 
of Pentecost, Jesus after his ascension, accomplished the pro- 

mise of the Father, Luk. xxiv. 49. and his own promise of 
communicating power, when the Holy Ghost should come up- 

on 

* In illustration of some of these topics, the learned reader will recollect 
what has been advanced by Bishop Stillingfleet in his Origines Sacrae, B. ii 
chap. ix. 23. Bishop Newton, on Prophecy ; Dr Shaw’s Philosophy of Ju- 
daism ; Principal Robertson, and Principal Campbell’s Society Sermons, in 
'the Scotch Preacher ; Dr Gerard’s, on the Corruption of Religion; Dr Law, 
Bishop of Carlisle’s, Considerations on the Theory of Religion : and Dr Jor- 
tin, on the Evidences of Christianity. Though some of their sentiments are ob- 
jected to by the reviewers as inclinable to the Arniinian or even Socinian inter- 
pretations. Although the progress of error and defection through the different 
stages ot Arianism or Socinianism to Deism and Atheism, may be natural and 
necessary ; yet candour does not impute it where it is not, and not seen and al- 
lowed, and at any rate, will not exaggerate. And gratitude requires acknow- 
ledgement of essential and fundamental principles ably maintained and suc- 
cessfully defended.—Although the law of Moses were only to be considered/ 
as a political institution, and it were granted to Warburton, that its sanctions 
are temporal; surely the Mosaic Revelation contains the doctrine of a future 
state, and the first promise of the Messiah in Genesis implies it. The 
Apostle to the Hebrews maintains the Patriarchs believed it, and the cere- 
monial law and the benedictions and maledictions even of the Mosaic cove- 
nant, seem calculated to direct the mind to the future effects of virtue and 
vice, of piety and infidelity, Abbe Fleury’s manners of the Israelites. Bas- 
nage History of the Jews. Dr Greave on the Books of Moses. 

B 
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on his disciples. And then they were to witness for him in Je- 
rusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most parts of the earth. Acts i. 8. and ii. 5—15. Then were 
they to remember what he had taught them; to understand 
the nature and extent of their commission • and to execute it 
in their being enabled to publish the Gospel in the language of 
each of the nations. 

There were dwelling at Jerusalem, (says the historian of the 
Acts,) Jews devout men, out of very nation under heaven : 
and when the report of the miraculous influence of the Spirit 
was noised abroad, the multitudes came together, and were 

, confounded, because that every man of them heard shem speak 
in their own language wherein they were born, Parthians, and 
Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and 
Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and 
Pamphylia, in Egypt, and the ^arts of Lybia about Gyrene, 
and strangers of Rome, Jews, and Proselytes, Cretes, and Ara- 
bians—They were astonished when they heard them speak in 
their own tongues, the wonderful works of God. 

Through the influence of grace and the wonderful effects of 
the Spirit, under the guidance of Divine Providence, how 
have the numerous churches of Christ been planted and esta- 
blished : and though persecuted, yet preserved and supported ! 
After various troubles* how have they obtained rest and been 

edified! 

* Who ever reads the Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius, and the works of 
his contemporaries, will be convinced that C hristianity suffered as much 
from the intolerance of Polytheism as from any other cause. Toleration was 
not the character of Paganism in practice, or in principle. The first Chris- 
tians were held in contempt—Their numbers excited the suspicion of the ci- 
vil power—The -Philosophers conceived them enthusiasts—The Priests op- 
posed them as innovators—The learned ridiculed them—And the calm, the 
patient, and the diligent alone believed them. They were charged with most 
improbable and impossible crimes—us being the authors of earthquakes, and 
of every calamity, national or private; at one time represented as Atheists. 
Having no visible object of worship—us guilty of human sacrifices, Thyes- 
tian feasts, and incestuous intercourse—as obstinate and unsocial—haters of 
mankind, and enemies of public tranquillity. The prejudiced and credulous 
multitude received and admitted the calumnies against them, and beheld with 
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edified ! And walking in the fear of the Lord and the comfort^ 
of the Holy Spirit, have been multiplied, increased, and ex- 

tended. Acts ix. 31. | xi. 2, &c. | xii. 2, 4. | xiii. 8, 50. | xiv. 
2, 5. | xvi. 20, 24. | xvii. 6, 19, 32. | xviii.,2. | xix. 9, 28. 
xx. 30. | xxi. 28. | xxiii. 14.    NK 

The conduct of the Divine Providence hath appeared in the 
disappointment and vanquishmenfc of their enemies; in the pro- 
pagating and supporting the Gospel and its progress, and pro- 
mulgation in every part of the world:—in preparing the teach- 
ers for publishing, and disposing the hearers for receiving and 
encouraging it. And in like manner shall the direction of Pro- ^ ^ i 
vidence still more fully appear: in the return of the Jews and A 
fulness of the Gentiles flowing into the church. sJQ G V 

Thus was the primitive church at Jerusalem instructed, x 
Thus were Peter and Cornelius mutually prepared, op the first * 
conversion of the Gentiles. -Acts x. Thus the great Apostle11 

of the Gentiles and his companions, were divinely prepared, 
and afterwards set apart for the work,—when the disciples at 
Antioch, ministered publicly to the Lord and fasted. Acts 
xiii. 2. —by the direction of the Spirit suggesting, or aloud 
commanding it to one or more of the worshippers ; and with 

prayers they were sent forth and directed, and overruled iu,. 

their 

indifference and pleasure, barbarities and cruelties exercised towards them. 
Even Trajan, though discouraging enquiries against them, recommended pu» 
nishment upon them. The progress of the French Revolution evinces the 
spirit of infidelity, whether it operates under the appearance of superstition, 
as formerly in the church, or the idolatry of reason and passion throwing off 
all belief or • pretension of it. Lucian, Philopat. Pliny, Dio Cassius, Veil. . , 
Pater. Sulp. Sev. Philo Jud. Joseph. Min. Felix. Polybius. Witsius, -fEgyp- 
tiaca, Lactant. de Vita Beata, Div, Inst. L. vii. c. 1. et ii. 6. Arnob. cont. 
Gent. L. vi. Origen. cont. Cels. vi. 17. Justin Martyr’s Trypho. Euseb. 
Pra^.*Ev. Lib. v. c. 1. Warburton’s fDiv. Leg. L. ii. § 6, Huklric. de Ca- 
lumniis in Christianos. Zurich. 1744. Paley’s Evidences, Vol. ii. p. 307.— 
Paganism was not so tolerating even of a different species of itself at first, 
as some pretend, much less of Christianity and the truth. Livy, Lib. xxxix. 
c. 15. Sueton. Claud, c. 25, 29. Tacit. Ann. Lib. ii. c. 85. et xiii. 32. The 
K.oman Government ^vas oft against the Druids, the Egyptians, the Jews, i 
and much more against Christianity. Essay on the Propagation of Christi- 
anity, by Mr Robert Morrk, whidv gained the Annual Hulsian Prize ©f 4Ql ^ 
Can^8%. y 

" itZUP y 

!i 
r| 

4 

I 



their destinations. Thus Paul when at Troas,—(the Spirit not 
suffering them to go to Bythinia)—saw in a vision, a man of 

Macedonia, inviting him to come over and help them. Acts 
xvi. 9, J 3, &c.* and coming to Philippi, to the European 

coasts,—when on the Sabbath-day he went out of the cfty to 
a river side, 'where prayers had been used to have been made; 
he spake to the well-disposed women who resorted thither. 
And a certain woman named Lydia, who before was a worship- 
per of God, heard us—whose heart the Lord opened, that she 
attended to the things that were spoken of Paul: and when she 
was baptized, and her household, she besought us saying: If 
ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my 

house and abide there, and she constrained usj-. At length, 
, should Jesus be sought of them, who before had not asked for 

him, and be manifested to many who sought him not. 
^Isa. Ixv. I. 

Commissioned and sent forth of him, the Apostles and Dis- 
ciples go to all nations by their doctrine and miracles, to con- 
vert sinners and unbelievers ; and not only so, but as man con- 
sists of soul and body, ,by the external rite of Baptism, to re- 
ceive them to an outward profession, and open acknowledge- 
ment of their Faith, in the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit: sealing and confirming by this token the assurance they 
brought of reconciliation and communion with God the Father, 
their partaking of the Redeemer’s love and intercession ; and 

the 

* Luke vi. 12. Our Saviour spent the night in prayer, Acts xvi. 13. or 
where there •was an oratory or House of Prayer established and frequented. 
Bishop Pearce and Dr G. Campbell. See Dr Lardner on the Shore Prayers of 
the Jews, and the authors he refers to. . The history in 20 of the Acts is pe- 
culiarly affecting, and the parting scene of Paul with his friends very pa- 
thetic—Worthy, as Aretius says, of the frequent meditation of every church- 
man. 

f Whether this be called patronage, or popular call and free election: it 
it happy when mutual respect and affection connects the pastor and the flock, 
and sense of duty and mutual obligation, cements and maintains the union. 
For pastoral affection and diligence, see Life of Guthrie of Finwick—whose 
Treatise on the Christians great interest, Dr Owen recommended along with 
die Greek; Testament, as an excellent Clerical Vade-Mecum. 
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the purifying and comforting influences of the Spirit; and their 
resolution and desire through the aid of Heaven, to remain and 
abide in this blissful communion, and to enjoy the benefits of 
this Divine society and fellowship, through endless agesin 
church here on earth, and hereafter in heaven. 

III. Go ye therefore, and convert all nations; baptising them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Instructing them to observe all things 'whatsoever I have 
commanded you. And lo ! I am with you. 

It was the doctrines and precepts of Jesus, not that of men, 
nor their own they were to inculcate : and his work and salva- 
tion to apply and accomplish—having his spiritual aid and oft 
miraculous gifts accompanying them. 

The work of converting idolaters, unbelievers, and sinner's, 
of renewing their hearts, and reforming their lives, and gain- 
ing true disciples to the Christian Faith, of all nations, is pecu- 
liarly the effect of the power of God, and the influence of his 
Spirit, and the divine operation of him, who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will, Eph. i. 11. in whose hands 
are the preparation of the hearts of men, and the answer of the 
tongue. Proverbs, xvi. 1. Yet the Divine Legislator and Go- 
vernoi-, usually worketh by the agency of human instruments, 
and adequate and progressive influence of second causes. 

There may be usually a previous disposition of favour-able cir- 
cumstances—and preparation of Providence and grace going 
before.* Not only is the preacher prepared, but also the di- 
vine agency and influence prepares the heart of the auditors, 

or 
* For enumeration of unfavourable circumstances—See Sermon on thd 

Causes of the Decline of Religion, on 2 Tim. iv. 10. in 1 vol. by the late 
Mr Thom, of Govan ; and Walker of Edinburgh’s Sermon on Family Reli- 
gion, 2 Sam. vi. 20. It is supposed scriptural forms of devotion as exempli- 
fied by Reverend William Smith of Camberwell, would be most generally 
admitted by Christians. But oft in prayer and dicoursing, it may happen, 
sentiments and expressions are used inconsistent with the letter and spirit of 
scripture. Bp. Gastrel’s Christian Institutes, a short Collection of Doctrines of 
Christianity, in the simple words of scripture—some such used to accompany 
Elementa’-y books of Education, as the Latin Rudiments. Jenk's Devotions, 
'Simeon’s edition. 
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«r some of them—who like the Bereans, are of a nolle dispo- 
sition. Acts xvii. 11. and with all readiness of mind receive the 
good instruction themselves when opportunity offers; and search 
the scriptures daily for their confirmation and full persuasion ; 
•and also invite and introduce others—for the reception of the 
divine and regenerating word, 1 Pet, i. 23. by which, when 
sown in the hearts of men, they become heirs of the heavenly 
kingdom. ' 

Cornelius was before “ a devout man, and a just; one—that 
feared God with all his house, and gave much alms to the peo- 

- pie, and prayed to God always.” And it were to be desired 
such characters were more numerous, in all ranks, especially 
among men like him in public stations, whether military, civil, 
or ecclesiastical. But this was not salvation alone. An angel 
is indeed sent to him, and declares -the acceptance of his piety 
and beneficence. But he is also commissioned to refer him to 
the instructions and further directions, and, comfort of the mi- 
nister and apostle of Christ—who, being^accordingly sent for, 
and finding a large assemblage with him of his f family, and 

relations, 

f For Domestic Care, Sir Matthew Hale’s Epistles to his Children, and 
the excellent rules for promoting piety and unity in the Directory of the 
Church of Scotland, 1647, appointed to be annually read in the Church, 
first Sunday of May ; where it is recommended to heads of families—be- 
sides the public exercises of religion—to be careful that themselves, and eve- 
ry one under their roof, be morning and evening assiduous in the secret medi- 
tation and study of the scriptures, and retired devotion, and daily assemble 
all the members of their families for prayer, and praises, and reading, and 
religious conversation: and to take care that none withdraw themselves from 
any part of family worship: and th^t a minister visiting, convene the -while 

family for worship, except in singular cases. Prudence and propriety requires 
the choice of such early hours as children and servants may have the benefit. 
The head, officiating to his oven—and the person judged fittest when others 
happen to meet. By the same authority, regular attendance on public ordi- 
nances in the Parish Church is enforced, and absence censured. Neglect of 
worship— in private, in -public, or in the family, will not be admitted 
and indulged, where there is a sense and desire of the Divine Presence 
and Blessing,- and value for instruction and for being reminded of Duty, and 
excited and confirmed in pious affections and habits. Care, too, will be 
had to bring children, and appoint servants to attend public worship: and 
by good example, and domestic instruction and examination, fit them for 
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relation?, and friends, or near neighbours ; preaches to them 
the Gospel: and by the gifts of the Spirit, they are mutually 
confirmed in the persuasion, that their pious labours, and pray- 
ers, and fasting, and the ministry of the word among them was 
not in vain. Whereupon Peter directed them all t» be baptiz- 
ed : and was entreated to tarry with them certain days. Acts, 
x. 24, 27. 30—48. 

By attending the stated time and place of worship—Lydia 
seems to have been a religiously disposed woman before—but it 
is also necessary she should have her heart further opened of the 
Lord, to take heed to the salvation preached by Paul. The 
works of nature seriously contemplated, discovering the awful 
majesty and glorious perfections of their Author.—The changes 
and revolutions in the world; and reflections on the providence 
which overrules them—the thoughts of mortality—the eviden- 
ces of revelation ; the desires and hopes of immortality ; sense 

of sin and duty; and the spirituality and perfection of the laws 
of Heaven; the exemplary character and conduct of Chris- 
tians ; by the blessing of heaven, prepare men for believing 
Christianity—for knowing, loving, and imitating the person and 
character of Jesus himself; and desiring and embracing his 
salvation. 

The earthquake, and prodigies, and other circumstances at- 
tending the imprisonment of Paul and Stlas—who were not- 
withstanding employed at midnight in devotion, and celebrating 
aloud the praises of God * ; the immediate sense of danger, and 

^ v , being 

benefiting by the public institutions of Christianity. ’Jibe'Order of the Church 
of Scotland, besides the annual catechising of the-~flock, and weekly in the 
family and the school by parents and teachers, usrfd to employ the children 
to examine one another in the questions of the Catechism before Sermon in 
Church in an audible voice ; one in the body of the Church asking, axd the 
others answering from the gallery, with the Scripture proofs. Archbishop 
Usher composed his system of Divinity, and practised in the same manner in 
Ireland. • 

* It were desirable that devout gratitude and pious joy were more preva- 
lent than it is among Christians, whether together or separated—where it 
is felt it will be expressed: and oft the voice of joy, and spiritual hgaJdh 



fteing rescued by them from self-destruction, helped to lead the 
awakened Jailor at Philippi, eagerly to enquire for salvation at 
the servants of Christ; who saved his mortal life, and agreeable 
to the declared design of their coming, directed him and his fa- 
mily to attaining a happy immortality, by believing in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And having heard and received the doctrine of the 
Gospel, he and all in his house were immediately baptized. 
Acts xvi. 33. 

John the Baptist, Christ’s forerunner, preached to the peo- 
ple of the Jews, (who indeed came in multitudes confessing 
their sins) and administered unto them the baptism of repen- 
tance ; and came to prepare some of Christ’s own disciples, and 
others for receiving his superior baptism and instructions. Jo. 
i. 40. iv. 1. Acts xix. 5. Paul testified both to the Jews, and 
also to the Greeks, repentance towards God, and further in- 
sisted on Faith in Jesus Christ. Acts xx. 21. The various 
superstitions of idolaters and heathens, and sinners, in every 
country and nation, testify the fruits of guilt, and some faint 
sense of the placability of Hfeaven, by sacrifice or otherwise. 
But this sense of sin and apprehensions of guilt, are but the be- 
ginnings of repentance, and even true sorrow, .and repentance, 
and faith too of some kind, of itself alone, (James ii. 19. 24.) 
is not salvation: nor is doubtful surmise assurance of full re- 
conciliation with an offended God and Father. This valley of 
Achor (Hos. ii. 15.) may indeed be to many, the door of Hope, 
gnu the pathway leading to the Saviour. Christ when he com- 
eth, bringeth assurance of salvation ; and by means of his word 
and institutions, and servants and Spirit, perfecteth the feeble 
beginnings of reformation. Being exalted, a Prince and Sa- 
viour, to give repentance and remission of sin to all his spiritual 
Israel—who are broken in their heart, and grieved in their spi- 
rit. Acts v. 51. Psa. cxlvii. 3. 

When he cometh and is received; he breaketh not the bruis- 
ed reeq; he'quencheth not the dimly burning torch. But bring- 

eth 

will resound in the dwellings of the righteous, and may be accompanied 
with psalmody and sacred music—yet the adage is true, Non vox sed vo- 
l um—non musica chorduU sed cor—non damans sed amans—psallit in aure Dei. 
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eth judgment forth unto victory: and in his name shall the Gen- 
tiles trust. Isa. xliii. 3. Matt. xii. 20. Rom. viii. 3. 

Previous good works of the law, and repentance ineffectually 
attempted, or imperfectly accomplished, do not justify the sin* 
ner, and along with these the careful observance too of the 
rites of divine institution, is not satisfactory, and makes not the 
sinner perfect as pertaining to the consciepce ; till the Saviour 
be embraced. Heb. ix. 9. Acts. xiii. 38. But by him remis- 
sion of sins is preached ; and by him all that believe are justi- 
fied/i'ow all things—from which they could not be justified and 

acquitted by the law. Surely, shall one say, In the Lord have 2 
righteousness and strength. To him shall all men come : and 
all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. In the 
Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory, 
Isa. xlv. 25.* 

But farther, sinners of every description and degree, are not 
only to be instructed to look for salvation, by believing on Je- 
sus ; but becoming his disciples are also to be taught and enjoin- 
ed to observe all things whatsoever he hath commanded them. 

His people are indeed a willing people, a teachable, an obedi- 
ent, and persevering people. He puts his laws in their minds, 
and writes them in their hearts, f In his gracious acceptance 
they are all righteous, and the work of righteousness is perfec- 
ted in them, and by them, For he is merciful to their for- 
mer unrighteousness, and their iniquities will he remember no 
more. The eternal laws of Heaven which were always binding 
upon them, are mutually again bound with their willing con- 
sent and choice. $ 

They 

* See Rawlin’s Discourses of Justification from this text, and Hooker: 
and the English Homilies. Scots Essays; M'Laurin, Willberforce, and 
Gisborne on Christianity. 

f See Bonnet’s Society Sermon on Christian Morality, on Psa. cx. S. 
cxxxi- 1. Heb viii. 10. v. 9. x. 99. 

| See Dr. Erskine, on Isa. lx. ^.1. and Rom. iv. 24. Eph. i. 16. 
§ See the sentiment enlarged, by Dr. Bryce Johnston, on Peace; and his 

treatise on the Revelation, and posthumous Sermons. Dr William Ruther- 
ford of Muirkirk’s Fast Sermon, on Deut, xxvi. 18, 19. 1810. The Ecele- 

C 
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They seek and obtain a new heart. Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27, 37* 
They seek and obtain righteousness and strength from him. And 
by the continued and progressive influence of the same means, 
by which their spiritual life is begun, it is to be maintained and 
perfected unto the day of the Lord. He who hath begun the 
good work will perfect it and finish it. Philip, i. 6.—ii. 12, 13. 
He that by his grace first maketh his people to will and to do 
of his good pleasure, directeth his servants to exhort them to 
work out their own salvation—personally and mutually—with 
filial awe and trembling concern—as conscious of their weakness 
and danger, and the divine excellence which they are enjoined, 
and enabled to imitate. Having obtained precious faith, they 
must pray as the Apostles did to Jesus, Luke xvii. 5. Lord 
increase our Faith. They are to be exhorted to edify themselves 
and one another, (iav-ras) in our most Holy Faith, to keep 
themselves in the Love of God, by praying in the Holy Spirit ; 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 
Jude 20, 21. 

To add to their faith, virtue, and knowledge, and temper- 
ance, and patience, and godliness, and brotherly kindness, and 
charity, they are to be exhorted, admonished, reproved, ex- 
cited, and assisted, as circumstances require. 1 Cor. i. 10.— 
v. 11. 1 Thess. v. 14. 2 Thess. iii. 14. and directed to exert 
the life and strength, communicated and conferred on them by 
congruous, and suitable discipline and morals. Eph. vi. 24. 
and a conversation becoming the Gospel. Philip, i. 27. And 
the renewed and continued influences of the word and Spirit, to 
direct and guide, are necessary both for the teachers and the 
hearers. And happy is it, when many like the young Timothy, 
by early piety and parental and domestic instruction and exam- 
ple, are fitted for being appointed to instruct and guide others. 
2 Tim. i. 5. 6.—iii. 14.^15. 

Hence 

siastical practice in some parishes, records in the register each day’s text— 
as well as the collection for the poor—which serves several purposes, for the 
present and for posterity. The Psalms, too, when appositely chosen, impress 
more deeply the sentiments inculcated, and accompanying the exercises of 
the day. 
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Hence we may learn the value of the Gospel ministry, and 
its public and divine institutions, as Baptism for initiation of in- 

dividuals, or families and societies, and entering them as disci- 
ples in the school of grace., 1 Pet. iii. 2. The sacred Supper 
for keeping up the public remembrance of the Redeemer’s 

death* and second coming: and commemorating the benejits 
thence derived or expected, and confirming the faith, and hope, 
and love, of his disciples ; and all the seasons of public and pri- 
vate instruction, and personal and mutual improvement in good- 
ness and holy obedience. Hence we may prize religious assem- 
blies as authorized and honoured by Christ himself—for doc- 
trine and worship, and maintaining his spiritual government, and 
the discipline of the church. Matt, xviii. 15, 17, 18, 19, 20. 
Jo. ii. 2. Rev. ii. 3. 2 Cor. vi. 17. Epistles to Timothy and 
Titus passim. The devout observance of the Lord's day. Acts 
xx. 7. Rev. i. 10. Prayers and devotion, public, private and 

domestic. Acts. x. Mutual exhortation and assistance. Heb. x. 
23,24,25. xii.'l. xiii. Good example, mutual love and af- 

fection, and hospitality. Jo. xiii. 14, 35. 1 Pet. iv. 9. 3 John. 
Mutual sympathy, diligence in business; beneficence and mu- 
tual good desires for all men and all ranks—for rulers, for sub- 
jects ; for the rich, for the poor ; for strangers, for enemies; 

for 

* Mors tui, mors Christ!, Frausmundi, Gloria Cali, miseria inferni sint me. 
ditanda tibi.—Inscription in the church aisle of Fearn, Ross-shire, and thus 
versified by Mr. Jo. Cameron minister of Halkirk. 

The Death of Christ; its end and aim 
Your own; and how your life you frame. 
The frauds and ills of human life 
With friends and foes, the various strife. 
In endless bliss or endless woe ; 
The fruit you’ll reap of what you sow. 

Let these be ever in your eye, 
You’ll live in peace in comfort die : 
And all the storms of life defy. 

Willison of Dundee on the Sabbath and Lord’s Supper and Craighead’s Prac- 
tice of Piety. Superville’s Sermon on the Necessity of Good Example; French 
Catechism, entitled the Truths and Duties of Religion; Rev. Jos. Robertson 
on the Communion ; Dr. Jeffery, Archdeacon of Norwich, Sermons and Tracts- 

f1'0 
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for the weak, for one another, and all mankind ; and the unity- 
in every good word, and every good work, and exercise of that 
mutual love which Jesus hath made the characteristic of his dis- 
ciples in the world. Rom. xii. Acts. ii. 42. iv. 32. 1 Cor. 
i. 10. Jo. xiii. 34, 35. 

It is thus that God giveth grace to the lowly—first giving to 
humble, and then raising to gratitude; giveth more to the thank- 
ful. James iv. 6. Leading in the paths of self-denial and obe- 
dience. 

From religious and worshipping assemblies of his people, it 
is, that the good savour of his name goeth abroad to others in 
this world ; and unbelievers hearing and knowing the doctrine 
of Christ, won by the exemplary conduct of his disciples ; and 
perceiving, and feeling, in known, intelligible, and forcible 

language the devotion and joy of Christian worshippers, are 
“ convinced and judged: and in secret or in public fall down 
and worship God likewise : and report that God is in truth a- 
mong them.” 1 Cor. xiv. 24. 25. 

Thus it is good as an African Bishop insisted (Cyprian on 
the unity of the Church) to respect the public institutions of 
religion, and constantly unite in the celebration of Divine wor- 
ship ; and have God for our Father, and the Church for our 

Mother Quoted by Seed, in Discourse on Public Wor- 
ship. 

It is of importance thus, practical^, and experimentally, to 
know the Divinity—by a devout life to have frequent access 
unto him, to imitate and be transformed into his likeness,— 
to trust and rely on him, to love and obey him. In short, to 
be through Jesus, in communion and intimate acquaintance 
with him, and be at peace and obtain good. Job. xxxii. 21. 
I am the door, saith Jesus, by me if any man enter in he shall 
be saved; he shall go out and in and find pasture. Jo. x. 9. 
By him therefore, let us offer the Sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, giving thanks to his name. lleb. xiii. 15. The 

^ religious address to and by some of the first disciples, still be- 
longs to all capable of receiving it. 1 Jo. i. 3, 4, That which 
we have seen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye also may 

have 



21 

have fellowship with us, aud truly our fellowship is with the Fa- 
ther, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things dicta- 
ted by the spirit of piety and love, write we unto you; that 
your joy may be full. 

By the same means sinners are converted ; in the continued 
influence of them, saints are edified in the faith, and accom- 
plished in every good work; and that too, whatever be their 
age, or standing, or rank in the church, or progress in the spi- 
ritual life. 1 Jo. ii. 12. I write says the beloved Apostle unto 
you little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his 
■name's sake. 1 write unto you, fathers, because you have known 
him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, 
because ye have overcome the wicked one. He repeats the 
address; I wrrite unto you, my children, because ye have known 
the Father. I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have 
known him from the beginning. I have written unto you, young 
men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in 
you; and ye have overcome the wicked one. Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

Let not the servants of God be too ready to despond and 
complain as in Isaiah xlix. 4. They have laboured in vain, and 
spent their strength for naught: for surely their judgment is 
with the Lord, and their work with their God. Though Israel 
should not immediately appear to be gathered, yet shall they 
who sincerely and diligently labour, be glorious in the eyes of 
the Lord, and their God shall be their strength. It is a light 
thing (saith the Father to Messiah), that thou shouldst be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and restore the preserv- 
ed of Israel. I will also give thee a light to the Gentiles, that 
thou mayest be my salvation to the ends of the earth. 

It is necessary to be diligent and persevere in duty—to resist 
every temptation, to oppose every kind of idolatry and vice. 
It is necessary to comply with, and esteem Christ’s precepts 
ourselves and inculcate them thereby effectually upon others. 
He that overcometh, saith Jesus, and keepeth my works unto 
the end ; to him will I give power over the nations. Lev. ii. 26. 

. * And 

a s 



And \o\ I am 'with you all the days, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen. 

IV. Meanwhile it is the duty of the labourers to be up and 

' be doing. 1 Chron. xxii. 16. and though like Paul in the vain, 
and luxurious, and idolatrous city of Corinth, they may not im- 
mediately see the fruits of their labours around them ; yet agree- 
able to the encouraging command of their Lord, Acts xviii. 9. 
they must not be afraid, they are to speak and not hold their 
peace ; for he is with them to defend and deliver them from 
danger, and make them overcome every opposition. And he 
may have much people in such a place, whose hearts appear 

nut yet affected with the gospel—who yet in the/r season shall 
believe with the heart unto righteousness, and with the tongue 
make confession unto salvation. Rom. x. 10. Who by their 
work of faith and labour of love at home and abroad, and edify- 
ing pattern to all around them, shall extend to distant times and* 
regions the influence of Christ’s salvation. Meanwhile let those 

who have abundance of the bread of life distribute it to others. 
And let liberality cast it on the waters; for after many days it 
shall be found again. Ecles. xi. 1. In the morning of the sea- 
son, let the spiritual husbandman sow the seed, and in the ev- 
ening withhold not his hand, in hopes of suitable prosperity froni 
the blessing of Heaven, each season of labour. Acts. xx. 17, 
18, 19, 20 27, 28. 35. * 

It concerns Pastors in their public functions, and sacred and 
professional duty, and all Christians from love and charity, ac- 

cording 

* See the elegant and devout Bishop Horne on Ban. vi. 10. Dr Stennet on 
Personal and Domestic Religion ; Bishop Beveridge on Daily and Public De- 
votion, from Acts iii. 1. Riddoch on Morning and Evening Devotions. Psa. 
v. 3, | 141. ‘J. Dr. A. Gerard, of Aberdeen, on the character of John and Eliza- 

' < Iheth, and Discourse on the Influence of Religion on Public Happiness, in the 
C h Preacher, and in his Pastoral Care; the Important Qualifications and 

Preparations of Ministers-; Baxter’s Reformed Pastor ; and the Rev. Sir Har- 
" ry Moncrieff’s Ordination and Asylum Sermon. Burnet, Scougal, Dr. Jo. 

.Smith, Dunlop. Dr. Stevenson, M‘Gil!, Fordyce on Pulpit Eloquence, Fene- 
jon, Archbishop of Cambray. Gerard on Scripture Criticism, Campbell on 
Pulpit Eloquence, Blair, Craig 

Gerard on Scripture Criticism. Campbell on , 1 
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tording as it is given unto them in their several stations and ca- 
pacities, still as they have opportunity to do good to all men; 
but especially to those of the household of faith. Gal. vi. 10. 
To make public acknowledgments of Christianity ; and by good 
example-in performing duty aud mutual exhortation, to extend 

th'e knowledge and influence of piety and Christianity around 
them. Matt. x. 32. f 

It was no unmeaning ceremony, when Christ received sin- 
ners who came unto him, and by his disciples baptized them. 
Luke xv. 1, 2. John iv. 1,2. It was no insignificant, unpro- 
fitable honour, when Jesus allowed little children to be brought 
unto him; and when he took them up in his arms, put his 
hands upon them and blessed them, accepting and gratifying 
the desires of their parents and relations. Mat. xix. 13, &c. 
Mark x. 13—16. Luke xviii. 15. 

It was not unsatisfactory to Saul, when Ananias, the servant 

of Jesus, by his authority and previous divine direction, instruc- 
ted him and comforted him, and, besides putting his hands on 
him and healing his bodily indisposition and blindness; address- 
ed him as in Acts ix. 18. and xxii. 16. And now why tamest 
thou ? Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling 
an the name of the Lord. Nor was it without profit to certain 

of his converts to whom he preached, when Paul baptized them 
and their households.* 

It is no little joy and satisfaction to Christian parents, while 

iff,* 1 

mi flit'' 

f- 

t See Dr. Sam. Charter’s Sermon on —The law of Scotland, 
lowing the parochial clergy stipends, from 150 to 200 guineas, about six acres 
of land for maintaining a horse and two tows, a house and garden, and for- 
merly payments of small tithes in kind, offices, pasturage, and fuel, gave 
some opportunity for hospitality and beneficence: and the act Sf Parliament 
1593. exempted from taxes—though Undervalued the exaction of taxes, consi- * 
derably straightens and abridges their beneficence, though not their duty. 

* In the cases where whole families are represented as being baptized, it will 
not be ea*y to demonstrate there were no children in the number. The hu- 
mility, docility, and affection of children seems recommended by our Saviour, 
as requisite qualifications in all his disciples. On Infant baptism the dis- 
courses of Dr Erskine, Bof?hwick, Piriev Wall, Spanheim, may be consult- 
ed, and Hill’s Looking-glass for Anabaptists; Baxter against Tombes. /7>v 

« * 
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spared and continued with their families, to bring them up in 

the nurture and admonition, in the fear and worship, and ser- 
vice of the Lord : and bringing their young ones to the hou,se 
and to the altars of the Lord—to know, that the benefit of 
Christ’s purchase and salvation; and of Christian society and 
fellowship; and the promises of the gospel; is not only to them- 
selves, but to their offspring also: and having devoted them- 
selves, and renewed their baptismal engagements, they may de- 
dicate their children also; and that they are holy, 1 Cor. vit. 
14. and may enter into covenant with the Lord as was permitted 
and enjoined under the former dispensation, and practised in 
the church of Christ at first; and since its national establish- 
ment in the early centuries ; and being admitted successively 
to each of its symbolical institutions, partake of the blessings of 
the gospel and its promised mercy, and comfort, and grace, here 
and hereafter. - 

It concerns Christians to mind the solemn vows and engage- 
ments they make in the presence of God for themselves and o- 
thers, and lay to heart their obligations, and fulfil the duties 
incumbent upon them to their Redeemer, their family and re- 
lations, their Christian brethren, their country, the poor, and 
strangers, and all mankind. Rom. xii. 1. Acts ii. 39. vi. 3, 4. 
1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. vii. 3, 4, 5. xvi. 19. Psa. cxxii. Rom. xiii. 
1. Tit. hi. 13. John v. Matt. x. 40—42. And what is done 4 
to his people for his sake, the Redeemer rewards as done to 
himself. { 

I trust, brethren, ye feel, it was not in vain that the holy name 
of God was invoked upon your accounts, and agreeable to his 
institution pronounced by his servants upon you, when you were 
first received as members of Christ’s body, and baptized in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I hope that 
the prayers of Christ’s minister, and church, and your friends, 
and fellow Christians, who are all one body in every part of the 
world, are not fruitless in your behalf. I trust it is not in vain, 

in tire season of public or private devotion, whether morning, 
noon, or night—you yourselves call on his name in solemn wor- 
ship ; that you acknowledge your dependance and obligations; 

v that 



4Jiat you bless and thank him for all things and all men, through 
Christ Jesus;—that you glorify him in your enjoyments, in your 
prosperity, in your afflictions, in your duties and occupations, 
and studies and undertakings. Psa. cxlv. 16. Ixiii. 1. Iv. 17. 
xc. 13. xcii. 2. cxix. 164. Eph. v. 19, 20. Deut. viii. 10. 1 
Sam. iv. 13. Jo. vi. 11. 1 Cor. x. 31. Heb. xiii. 15. Prov. 
iii. 6. 9. James iv. 15. Jer. x. 25. Psa. Ixxix. 6. Job i. 52. 
Gen. xviii. 19. Josh. xxiv. 15. 1 Thess. v. 17. 1 Tim. v. 8. 
Psa. cxvi. 9. In all these cases I trust you experience the pre- 
sence of Jesus with you. The promise and encouragement of 
Christ is to all who come unto him and do his will. Matt. xi. 
28. Jo. vii. 17. fpid to their Children, and all cfar off. Acts f ,**-**- . 
ii. 39. When, from the world, the devil, and the flesh, whose A, Lt**" 
cause they have renounced, they come unto him, wearied of 
the heavy yoke of sin and satan, idolatry, superstition, hypo- ' - 
crisy and vice, and obtain the comforts of the gospel, pardon 
and acceptance ; rest and refreshment; renewed and continued 

influence of his grace ; and strength to accomplish their sancti- 
fication and salvation : delight and satisfaction in duty; and a 
joyful termination to all their labours in his service. Yes, Chris- 
tians, you rejoice at the remembrance of his name. You are 
glad when it is said unto you, Let us go unto the house of the 

Lord. Your feet shall stand within the gates of the celestial 
Jerusalem. You rejoice to consider what great things are done 
for you; and are grateful and happy in being reminded of your 
engagements and duty. You thankfully and devoutly call to 
mind your obligations and relation to your Creator and Redeem- 
er ; and his sanctifing and vivifying Spirit, to whom ye owe 
your being, and your well-being. By whose enlivening and 
purifying influence, you are enabled to worship the Father in 
Spirit and in truth; to discharge the duties, and overcome the 
trials of life, and be more than conquerors even in death. 

Be careful to excite and maintain gratitude in yourselves and 
others, and by your lives and tempers speak good of his name— 
by whose grace you are called and sanctified; and diligently 
extend the influence of his kingdom according to your station 
.and ability, and capacity, whithersoever ye go, and in whatso- 



ever condition, relation, or circumstances you find yourselves 
placed. Let gratitude to Him who hath so muck, and so a- 
mazingly and first loved you—to your Redeemer, who came 
to save you from wrath, and reconcile you with God, warm 
your hearts and souls, with the earnest desires and' affections 
of dear children. Be followers of him, and imitators of his per- 
fections, and let his divine pattern be transcribed into your lives, 
and temper's, and behaviour. 

Believing in Jesus your souls are immediately saved, you en- 
ter into a state of salvation: you reap the fruits of his labours, 
are sharers of the benefits of his conquests and sufferings, are 
enlightened by his instruction and example, are actuated by his 
pure and holy Spirit; are partners of his triumphs, and become 
inheritors of his joy. Truly and firmly believing in him, you 
enter the glorious field of warfare with him, as victors ; to con- 
tend with his and your enemies; and go forth and vanquish 
them; and shall be made more than conquerors at length. 
This is the victory which overcometh the world, even our faith 
1 John v. 4. Being justified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. By whom also we have access 
by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory in tribula- 
tions also ; knowing that tribulation worketh patience, and pa- 

tience experience, and experience hope. And hope maketh 
not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts, by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us. Rom. 
i. 1—5. * 

With sincere desires, I trust, to promote the interests of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom; and confirm the principles of piety in 
ourselves and others—and extend to distant regions the know- 
ledge and influence of Christianity, our Society was at first con- 

stituted ; 

* The late Mr. Romaine, I think, has an eloquent descant on those verses 
In his Walk of Faith. On the doctrine of justification, Mr Stewart, mini- 
ster of Dingwell’s Treatise on the Rev val of Religion may deserve attention, 
and Scott’s Force of Truth, and the Warnings on the Progress of Antichristian 
superstition, frequently repeated by the author of the Pursuits of Literature, 
which protestants would do well to attend to. Bennet’s Christian Oratory, 
Pictet’s Morals, Lucas on Happiness, 
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Siltuted; and this fourth year of their meeting, are resolved and 
encouraged to persevere in their labours and endeavours. Al- 

ready have several honourable and reverend friends and bene- 

factors been called off the stage of life. The importance ot 
duty and shortness of the season call on all to be assiduous and 

redouble their diligence, and prudently exert their zeal in what- 
ever their hands find to do, and by their example to excite o- 

thers. 
This desirable object, and the public safety, has already unit- 

ed many Christians in prayer and mutual charity, who in some 
respects were of different modes of thinking, and mutually de- 
tached and disconnected before. This may be the happy omen 
of greater good in the course of Providence to follow. Even 
where there may have been disappointment and want of success 
in some, prudence and caution may be learned; and judicious 
and prudent inquiry, and assiduous diligence in professional and 

Christian duty, and planning and accomplishing liberal designs *. 
Distance of place may preclude friends to a common cause from 
assembling in this world; and make concert and co-operation 
inconvenient. Narrow circumstances and urgent domestic con- 
cerns may confine the extensive exertions of a liberal and gene ■ 
rous spirit.—External difficulties, dangers, and oppositions may 
be numerous.—But where the spirit of Christianity, of wisdom, 
of virtue, and enlightened zeal, is, there will be a disposition 
and principle to overcome and surmount them all. Till all the 

kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our God and 

D 2 of 

* It may be surprising there is not more zeal shewn in attending seasons of de 
votion, and public instruction. Perseverance yet may overcome all difficulties. 
The time may come when it maybe expedient to renew the national covenants 
for Christianity, and every one declare his system of religion or irreligion. 
Happy they who make a good choice and adhere to it. Previous and higher 
engagements detained some from embarking in the scheme of foreign mis 
sions, and unfavourable circumstances rendered some attempts unfruitful 
as well as want of judicious contrivance. Union in devotion and co-operation 
may do good at home. Societies for circulating the scriptures in different lan- 
guages, and the interest at least of missionary funds, might be wisely applied 
for education for young men in schools and universities—and a future season 
•f peace may give effect to benevolent schemes. 



of his Christ.—This would make every parish a missionary so- 
ciety of Christians: every pastor the head of an university for 
promoting the learning and influence of the Gospel; every school 
a college, every house a church, and every individual a temple 
where God, and Christ, and the Spirit would dwell. Amidst 
the difficulties, and dangers, and afflictions of the present sea- 
son, the principles of Christianity we trust have excited many 
in different countries and nations of the world. And the legis- 
lature of our own country has been wakefully and providently 
attentive to the interests of education, and the instruction and 
improvement of the rising generation. Hence we may augur 
much benefit to our country, to-other nations, and to posteri- 
ty. -The divine government in the midst of changes and re- 

volutions in past ages has overruled the schemes of men to the 
advancement of the objects of religion. The most unpromising 
circumstances by the divine direction, on the whole are made 
to accomplish, if not the temporal, at least the highest and spi- 
ritual good of Christ’s people; as the Divine Revelation, and 
the History of the World declare. But this subject has been 

copiously and eloquently set forth already, and in the address 
of him who preceded. (Rev. Thomas Ross, of Rotterdam.) 
Isa. 55. 7. 9. xlv. 1—3. Acts. ii. 23. Rom. viii. 28, &c. 

It was early foretold of Jesus, that after his humiliation and 
sufferings (Isa. liii. 11, &c.), he should see of the travail of his 
soul and be satisfied. And though oft it be not the design, of 

the worldly and ambitious ; the rulers, or disturbers of nations; 
their labours shall be subservient to the extending the knowledge 
and the influence of a Redeemer’s grace. Even should some 
complain that this world is for Cresar; or the earth be given to the 
sons of men * otic'na; when the time is arrived that the house of 
the Lord shall be built, it shall be done ; for the silver and the 
gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts. Haggai i. 2. | ii. 8. Chris- 
tians must remember that it is a Heavenly kingdom, to which 

they 

* As some interpret Psa. cxv. 10. Dix-'aa ^e',e Adam, mean mortals, com- 
pare the contrast Psa. Ixii. 10. With respect to a resurrection and eternal 
life, surely mean men, bene Adam, are vanity, and great men, w“K"'23, bene isc/t, 
are a lie. 
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; they chiefly belong. However his gifts may be abused, tlie 
i earth indeed belongs unto the Lord, and all that it contains.— 

Whether his authority be acknowledged or not, yet Christ rules 

| here below, aud in the midst of his enemies, and comes in for 
a share at least of the honour and fruits of their conquests. 
Therefore, will I divide him a portion with the great ; and He 
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured 

| out his soul unto death : and he was numbered with the trans- 
gressors, and he bare the sins of many, and made intercession 

| for the transgressors. 
We do not yet see all things put under him. Heb. ii. 8. f 

! The time will come, in the ordinary course of Providence, or 
; more extraordinary influence of the divine grace and govern- 

} ment; assuredly the purposes of Heaven shall be accomplished; 
and the decree of the Father, to confer on the Son the Heathen 

| nations for his inheritance, and the outmost boundaries of the 
Earth for his possession. Psa. ii. 8. All •whom the Father giv- 
eth me, shall come unto me saith Jesus, and him that cometh unto 

i me, I will in no wise cast off'. John vi. 37. Nevertheless, as 

faith 
f See the late Dr. Hardy’s eloquent Society Sermon on this subject. He 

! expressed some hopes of benefit, from the mere accidental throwing the 
books of Scripture among heathen nations and strangers. And yet the living 

: example and genu ne piety, beneficence, and sobriety of Christians, with the 
< blessing'of Heaven on the instituted nveans and public ministry, best enforces 
| and inculcates the doctrine. However, the devout study of the common stand- 

ard of the sacred writtings. had great influence in the reformation ; and still 
I must, by shewing Christians and teachers what they ought to be, and what 
Ii high perfection they are destined for. It was the public sentiment of some 
j Father in the University, of which he filled a distinguished station, that 
| lirlus rectarem ducemque desidtrat, villa sintf magistro discuntur. See Principal 
1 Hill’s Theological Institutes and the Rev. Dr. Hunter, of Edinburgh, Sermons 

on Study of the Scriptures; the Rev. Mr. Paul, on the Character of Barna- 
Ibas; Acts xi. 24. and the Rev. Dr. Davidson, on the Excellency of the Know- 
Jedge of Christ. Philip, iii. 8. If questioned, Do they understand, many 
Hike the Ethiopian Eunuch, to Ph.lip must say', how can 1, except some‘one 

[■should guide me? Acts viii. 3. Even the learned need to be reminded and 
jiexcited by others, and the present ministry. See Jer. Taylor’s Holy Diving 
land Dying. Ch. iv. § 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 

Surgunt indocti (interdum forsan etiam indociles), rapiunt ccelum. Et nos 
tjdoctrinaque nostra detruduntur in Gehennam. St. August. See Life of fit. 
[ Anthony, by Athanasius, and History of the Monks and Coenobites, 
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faith cometh by hearing; and hearing by the word of God, 
Rom. x. 17. it is necessary, that persons duly qualified and au- 
thorized, be sent to publish and inculcate the divine word; and 
professional men by their instructions, and character, and autho- 

rity, enforce the practice and observance of the divine precepts, 
—being solemnly set apart for the office in conformity to the 
divine and apostolical injunctions, to commit this charge to 
faithful men fit to teach others. And it befits all Christians in 
their ordinary calling, and occupations, by their prayers, coun- 1 

tenance, and co-operation, to assist in carrying forward the good | 
work of the Lord, and have a supreme regard to their own eter- 
nal interests, and that of others, by promoting the influence of fl 
the Gospel, wherever they have relations, and connection, or j| 

authority so to do. 2 Tim. ii. 2. Rom. xv. 30, &C. xvi. 1, 
&c. 1 Cor. xvi. 10, 11. 15. 16. Gal. vi. 6. Eph. vi. 18. 20. 
Philip, iv. 2, 3. 10, 11. 14, 15. Col. iv. 16, 17. 1 Thess. v. 

25—27. 2 Thess. iii. 8, 9. Tit. iii. 8, 9, 10—14. Philemon I 
22. Heb. xiii. 2, 3, 4, 5. 16, 17, 18. Jas. i. 22. ii. 25. v. 13— 
20. 1 Pet iv. 11. v. 1—10. 2 Pet. iii. 14—16, &c. Jude 22. j 
1 Jo. iv. 21. v. 14,15—19. 2 Jo. 4—19. 3 Jo. 11, &c. Rev. | 
ii. 2. 9. 13.19. iii. 1. 4. 8. 10. 15—22. Zechariah 8. 21. The 
inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us g# 
speedily to pray before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts: ! 
I will go also. Exodus 15.26. And if thou wilt diligently hearken 
to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is 
right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and 
keep all his statutes; I will put none of these diseases upon \ 
thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians : for I am the 
Lord that healeth thee. 

As men do not previously know the value ^of it, and how con- 
ducive it is to individual and public happiness, that the gospel * 
be received, maintained, and regarded in the general conduct 
and behaviour of all men ; and the influence of piety be incor- 
porated vfith all the views and transactions of those who profess 

it, 

‘'Bishop Porteous on the Beneficial Effects of Christianity. Dr. Walter 
Buchanan of Cannongate on the same subject. Dr. Rankin of Glasgow o*,. 
Religious Establishments. Dr Leland. 

j. 



si 

it, and would be thoroughly benefited by it: it is a happy cir- 
cumstance when those, who have wealth and ability, are also 
’willing to exert themselves, and dispose of some part of their 
substance to promote it. And happier still, when some are li- 
berally, and honourably, and hospitably disposed to entertain 
it; and patronize and encourage the ministers of religion, and 
carry them forward and maintain them in their honourable and 
beneficial labours. As the Apostle John, in his third Epistle, 
describes the character of Gaius, the hospitable and affectionate 
landlord, and generous and faithful friend of Christ’s disciples 
and followers. 

It must be some satisfaction to this society, that a handsome 
share of their contribution, has been applied along with the 
funds of other Societies, in assisting our countrymen, who have 
gone as Christian Missionaries to the Russian dominions, and 
that there they have met with friends to forward the laudable 
though arduous undertaking. Even at the foot of mount Cau- 
casus, -j- the presence, and smiles, and countenance of Jesus, 
shall chear the labours of his servants—enliven their studies  
animate their devotions, and ehvigorate and prosper their exer- 
tions. Assuredl)’, wherever Christians are—there is mutual friend- 
ship. And the friends, as the Apostle John calls them, by their 
prayers and assistance, will mutually promote the common sal- 

vation. From the extensive Empire of Russia, much may be 
hoped for, and much may be feared, comprehending in its in- 
terest and domains, so many various nations and languages, and 
where our own nation and language, and general learning, is 
highly respected and cultivated. Whatever may be the effects 

of rivalships in political power, let us rejoice in the confident ex- 
pectation, that the Divine Governor and Superintendant of the 
Universe, presides over all transactions and events, and di- 
rects the progress and triumphs of his own government and 

taws. 
Let. 

f Sive facturus per inhospitalem 
Caucasum iter 

Duke ridentem Dominum amabo 
Duke loquentem. 

Allusion to Hor. On. I. 22., 
\r 

* 
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1 

Let the consideration of the extensive knowledge of the 
English language which is spoken and understood, in so wide a 
proportion of the whole globe, encourage our countrymen, in 

all the vastly extended and increasing bounds of the British do- 
minions, and on the continent of America, to make it the means 

of conveying religious reformation and instruction, and moral 
improvement and discipline; and communicating to the nations, 
the knowledge of Christ, the most unspeakable gift of God to 
men. Above all, let Christians exemplify the pure and holy 
spirit of the religion they profess ; and commend it to others— 
by their own lives and character, in purity, innocence, and in- 

tegrity :—in that sober and devout, upright and beneficent con- 
duct, which divine grace teaches to all who are under its influ- 
ence. Let Christians beware, that impiety and impurity, ini* 
quity and perfidy; profaneness and levity ; rapacity and extra- 
vagance ; oppression and luxury ; sensuality and vice; conju- 
gal infidelity, and domestic confusion; disorder and disobedi- 

ence ; anarchy, and contempt of superiors, and lawful authori- 
ty ; which so much debase and disgrace human nature, and 
dishonour the profession of religion ; be not the occasion of 
blaspheming the holy name of Jesus, and confirming strangers 
in well-grounded prejudice, and hostile opposition to his cause. 
With the discerning indeed, the * infidelity, hypocrisy, immo- 
rality, and debauchery of professors, is not to be ascribed to the 

gospel, which convinces and condemns them. But to their own 
ignorance, folly, inconsistence, fickleness, and corruption. For 
as the Apostle argues, Gal. li. 17. Christ is not the minister of 
*in, but of righteousness. Every good gift and every perfect f 

* See Sermon on Infidelity, by the eloquent and learned Robert Hall, 

Whether it pass for an Hexameter or not, the advice may deserve con- 
sideration contained in the following verse. 

endowmerit 

Jsf sapiens fieri vis, sex serva qux tibi mando 
Quid dicis, de quo, cui, ubi, quomodo, quando. 

V 
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endowment is from Heaven. James i. 17. and iii. 17 * And the 
character of his religion is that it is wisdom from above—It is 
only wisdom, and appears in being first pure, then peaceable ; 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy, and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy: Its fruits are righte- 
ousness, and sown in peace of them that make peace. 

Let true Christians of every denomination, who acknowledge 
the divine Revelation as the common standard of perfection, and 
the divine will as the unerring, rule of rectitude and duty, be 
careful to conform unto it. Imploring the divine Spirit of Je- 
sus to enlighten their minds, to purify theif affections, to direct 
their choice, and regulate their conduct: Let them, strength- 
ened by his aid, follow his directions, yield to his dictates, o- 
bey his injunctions, and fulfil his good pleasure. 

Let the learned assiduously promote the study and knowledge 
e of 

* As to the external maintenance of religion and virtue, it were good that 
those who preside over learning and religion, and civil arrangements, indi- 
vidually, and conjoined, vigilantly and carefully, accomplished the duties of 
their various departments; and that the funds of legal provisions and pious 
donations, were uprightly applied. If voluntary charity, or legal security, 
appropriate l-5th, 1-IOth, or any proportion for public benefits, still inte- 
grity and prudence is to be employed in the most convenient mode of applica- 
tion. The laws of Scotland, make l-5th of free rent the tithe : and yet by 
old valuation, it is not the same with that proportion as found when a civil 
valuation takes place for the taxation. The event shows now the truth of 
this fact. See Sir H. Spelman, on Tithes and pious Donations. Gen. xlvii. 
22. 26. Ezra vii. 24. Small stipends and the universities have been lately 
?ided by government. 

Tho’ the necessities of the State and warfare have encreased the exactions on 
the Church of Scotland for a time by imposition, and improper application of 
the income and property tax, by express Statute, glebes and manses were 
exempted as pious donations, and even the officers of the Crown admitted it. 
Deductions in reason ought to be allowed for communion elements, the wi- 
dows fund already a legal tax, which seems thrice charged, first as part of 
the living, then from the fund, and then from the widow. It is fair to ad- 
mit deductions for travelling expences at visitations and attending church 
courts, and the saddle and horse tax. Sacred history represents Pharaoh as 
leaving the land of the priests untouched by the famine of Egypt, and Ezra 
records the exemption granted by Artaxerxes to fhe Jewish church and 
te&ple.K School bur=aries and exhibitions would be useful. 

* 
VVW . > . r '■ 

• * 
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of the original records of inspiration, and those auxiliary art« 
arid sciences which minister to true religion and virtue. 

Let all ranks cultivate the practical knowledge of the Scrip- 
ture in the devout and diligent performance of their duty, and 
avail themselves of the advantages of translations into their na- 
tive tongue *. 

Let us humbly and zealously with the divine assistance, ac- 
complish the duties of our several stations. Remembering the 
promises of Christ to his people, and the divine interpositions, 
in past ages, in behalf of our country and nation ; and the pious 

labours of our forefathers, in cultivating the principles of solid 
learning, genuine Christianity, rational liberty, and virtuous 
government; and to what progress by the divine blessing they 
advanced; what success they attained; what difficulties and 
dangers they encountered and surmoynted; what reputation 
they sustained at home and abroad ;—by their wisdom, piety, 
heroism, and humanity, and every manly qualification and Chris- 
tian accomplishment. Let us study to value the advantages we 
possess, and transmit the fair inheritance to latest posterity f. 

A renewed and increased attention to these might verify the 
promise in Isa. lix. 21. As for me, this is my covenant with 
them, saith the Lord, My spirit that is upon thee, and my 
words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of 
thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the 

mouth 

* The accurate translation of the scriptures into Gaelic may he an object of 
interesting study to those who speak the language, and the learned to acquire 
it. For interpretation and practical use, Qstervald, Scot and Brown, Dodd and 
others, may be usefully consulted. J. Michaelis Venema Vitringa. 

f For the character of worth and bravery in the north, the people of North 
Britain are considerably obliged to the encomiums of the late F.arl of Chat- 
ham, and to the Rev. Dr. Samuel Harr, (the learned Editor of their Bellen- 
denus), a debt of gratitude is due for his Eulogy on their learning and philo- 
sophy. It deserves to be considered with Dr. Joitin, how much the obliga- 
tion of all these benefits is derived from the influence of Christianity, and 
the piety and liber. Uty of Christians.—See his charge on the utility of Eclesias- 
tical Ffistory. From this source, our chief happiness hath come ; and the 
pious and innocent manners of the peasantry described in the Cotter’s Satur- 
day Night of Robert Bums, t^iose ridicule of virtue^ and religious cliarajjters 

ft**! i\St44yC& 
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tnouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and 

for ever. 
From the long and happy establishment of Christianity, and 

the true principles of civil government amongst us—the divine 
law being incorporated «ith our general sentiments and manners 
(as I think has been observed by the late Lord Chief Justice 
Kenyon,) our countrymen may be placed in a very distinguish- 
ed station, and commanding eminence among the nations. It 
befits us to value our privileges, and carefully improve them, 
and by diffusive benevolence, and extended influence, of good 
principles, to benefit ourselves and others. Let us labour to 
advance the prevalence of religion and virtue at home, to re- 
joice thereby to aid the progress of Christianity in foreign na- 
tions ; in the African territories, in the isles of the Southern 
Ocean, in the East or West Indies, in the extensive provinces 
of America, or northern and distant nations *. 

Whatever be the friendly or hostile dispositions of various 
systems of civil or ecclesiastical government, let us, wherever 
our kindred, relations, correspondence, or influence shall ex- 
tend, exemplify and promote the genuine principles of Christia- 
nity, and its liberal friendly, and affectionate spirit; and cul- 

tivate those modes and habits of piety and virtue, which con- 
viction and experience has demonstrated to be so productive of 

good 

in his writing', however, is not to be commended. By ancient statutes in 
Scotland, the preparation for the Sabbath was enjoined at a certain hour the 
preceding day. By the present practice of the court of Session not meeting 
on Monday, the Sabbath is intended to be exempted from concerns about 
secular affairs, Monday being allotted to prepare the business of the court: 
Even before the giving of the law the Manna was gathered and prepared the 
day before the Sabbath, and unnecessary labour is best avoided. Exodus xvi. 
23. It has been remarked by Bishop Andrews on the 4th. Commandment, 
that it has been always found to have been broken in those places where fire 
has happened, which looks like verifying the threatening in Jer. xvii. 27. To 
the Jews it was prohibited to kindle a fire on the Sabbath. Ex9dus xxxv, 2, 3. 
rI he operations of baking and cooking might be well spared, and much more 
the dainties and pastimes of the idle and profane. 

* See Dr. Gilliess’ Historical Collections, and Dr. Erskine’s Sketches on 
Church History, and Miller’s History, Milner’s History, Gxegory, Jublonski 
Stapfer, Mosheim. 
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good, so fruitful of temporal and spiritual comfort and satisfac- 
tion, so perfective and ornamental to our nature, and so con- 

ducive to the present and future happiness of men. 1 Pet. v. 

1—H. llev. ii. 13. Amos. vi. 1. and 7. xiii. 17. Hev. 2d. 
and 3d. chan, f 

Above all, relying on the promise and protection of Jesus, 
who hath done so great things for his people, and will continue 
the guardian of his church in all ages; whatever may be the 
fears of external dangers, and doubts about political changes: 
Let us think on him—Let us think on our forefathers ana our 
country, and accomplish our duty, and therein rejoice ourselves, 
and benefit posterity and mankind.—We shall be prosperous 
in the final issue.—We shall accomplish the end of our being.— 
We shall receive the reward of our faith.—We shall fulfil the 
gracious desighs of Providence, in as far as we are concerned, 
and shall obtain that present and future felicity, which the mu- 

nificence and grace of our Redemer hath purchased and procur- 
ed for us. He is the protector of his people in all seasons and 

circumstances; in their virtue and prosperity, and even in their 
afflictions and chastisements, though for a season he^should 
give the beloved of his soul into the hands of her enemies (Jer. 
xii. 7.), he does not forsake her entirely. He restores her cap- 
tivity with shouting and triumph : weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy shall arise in the morning. When the enemy 
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a 
standard against him. He is with his people all the days of 
their warfare and pilgrimage here below; and leads them to vic- 
tory, and to rest, and to joy. He guides us through life, he 
saves us even in death, and after death is our exceeding great 
and eternal reward. 

f In the appendix to the Rev. Mr. Black’s Sermon, before the Edinburgh 
Missionary Society, some complaint is stated of obstructions their Missionary 
received from the legislature of Jamaica : Scotsmen may he supposed, a* 
Archbishop Seeker recommended in America, to be interested in the instruc- 
tion of their own countrymen, and the members of their national church : 
where a different legal establishment is, it is answerable for itself, and the 
authority and example of the sovereign, may rectify, and not homologa 
faultiness, as Jeroboam’s priest did, in Amos. vii. IS. 
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Let us therefore, my beloved brethren, be stedfast and im- 

moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. Foras- 
much as we know our labour shall not be in vain in the Lord. 

1 Cor. xv. 58. Now unto him who hath loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood, and Lath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and domi- 
nion for ever and ever. Amen. 

A GENERAL PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING. 

We bless thee, O heavenly Father, for the comforts and ad- 
vantages of another day (Sabbath, week, month, year, commu- 
nion). 

While others are daily called off the stage of life, Thou con- 
tinuest us to see more of thy lovingkindness in the land of the 
living, and in the place of hope. , 

With grateful hearts, O Lord, we acknowledge our depend- 

ence upon thee, and our obligations unto thee: for all thy mer- 
cies, temporal and spiritual, notwithstanding great unworthi- 
ness on our part. We thank thee for all the blessings and pri- 
vileges which, through thy favour, we enjoy as men and as 
Christians. Teach us to improve them as we ought. Grant 
that love to thee, and to one another; to thy precepts and in- 
stitutions ; to thy people and laws; and to all our brethren of 
mankind, may influence and actuate us, in all our conduct 
while here below. And may a steady faith in those rewards 
thou hast 'promised to thy servants, and a constant reliance on 

thy 



thy gracious aid, animate us with ardent zeal and persevering 
diligence in the performance of our duty, aixl inspire us with 

fortitude to resist and overcome all the temptations we may 
have to encounter during the course of our trial and pro- 
bation in the world; that, after honouring and serving thee 
here, we may cherish the well-grounded hope of thy blessing 
now, and of being for ever happy with thee, and enjoying 
thee in another and a better world. Pardon our offences. 
Direct us and guide us by thy good Spirit; and grant us what- 
ever thou seest to be good and expedient for us. For all we 
ask is for the Lord Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And in his name whom thou hearest always, we sum up 

the wishes and desires of our heart, and of thy people every- 
where, saying. 

Our Father, who art in Heaven! Hallowed be thy name. 
May thy reign come! May thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven! Give us each day our daily bread (give us each 
night refreshing rest). And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. And lead uS not into temptation. But deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever. Amen. 

And to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be glory and 
honour, dominion and praise, world without end. Amen. 

Tha sinn gad’ bheannachadh, O Athair Neamhaidh airso* 
eomhfhurtachd (solas) agus sochairean (cothrom) lath a cilc. 

Am fcadli a ta muinntir eile gach la air an gairm as a’- 
bheatha so, tha thua’ buannachadh leinne, a dh’fhaicinn tuilleadh 
dod’ chaoimhneas aun am fearami nam bed agus ann an 
ionad na h-earbsa. Tha sinn le cridheachan tuingeil, O Thigh- 

earna ag aidmheil air n-earbsa annadsa ; agus a chomain fuidh 
am bheil sinn dhuit airson t-uile throcairean, aimsireil agus 
spioradeil: ge do tha sinne neo-airridh; tha sinn gad’ bheannach- 

adh airson gach sochair ata sinn a’ tnealltuin mar dhaoine agus 
mar 



mar Chriosdnighean. Sedl sinn gu feum a dheanamh dhiu 
mar b’u choir dhuinn. Dcdnaich gu’n dean gradh dhuit-fein 
do aon a cheile, dod’ phobul agus'do’r braithrean do’n chinne- 

daona uile, agus do d’ reachda agus brduighean ar caithe-beatha 
a riaghladh am feadh’s a ta si mi a chdmhnaidh ’sa bheatha so: 
Agus debnaich gu’n dean creideamh seasmhach (bunaiteach) 
annsna geallanna a ta air an tabbairt do d’ shluagh, agus gnath- 
earbsa air do chbghnadh grasmhor, ar neartachadli gu cur an 
aghaidh agus gu buaidh fhaotainn thar gach uile bhuaireadhj a 
dh’fheudas teachd ’nar rathad feadh turuis ar d’fheuchain anns 
an t-saoghal: a chum air dhuinn do ghlbrachadh air thalamh 
gu’m bi againn deadh bhunachar ddchais air do bheannachd a 
nis, agus air a bbi sona maille riut, agus air do mhealltuin ann 
an saoghal a’s fearr. Maith ar n-uile chionnta. Trebraich 
agus stiur sinn le do Spiorad maith; agus debnaich dhuinn na 
nithe a ta thu faicinn maith agus iomchaidh air arson: Oir gach 
ni a ta sinn ag iarruidh, is'ann ar sgath an Tighearn losa Criosd. 
Amen. Agus ’na ainmsan a ta thu do ghnath ag eisdeachd tha 
sinn a’ cur suas iarrtuis ar cridhe, agus iarrtuis cridheachan d« 
shluaigh anns na h-uile aite ag radh, “ Ar n-Athair,” &c. 

A evvy ycc 'o /Siccnccftuv *> Alg traiXxs ccyvt; >.« 
t(X' fuo;, BXiuv, Gu.v-fa.yM'i, xa^ a'Av/^uy^ nx) 
Nncct> a. ru, Mvivvng «Xe, y&% Xct sv dctSdgT ig ipaXs »ir; a /3iit : cc 
8 yx vag xvivviy yxv/x ms-ftZv, i? Sa yxioyicZ; ygxiy, ctiyxiv; xvt it 
‘rxXxfd vxu, fiiZ xyvs xvv it xit vxt YiQX'iy. At) x^i txwxxA, a '\ixft, a 
Fiiv ey xiSxyiS’ vx? Txiyxr, u^rr uyx; x/x fxvilS xxuuu.it a 8 xui^ 
v^i/t Xi) r-viXl ixyxx^it o-TTtogxTxA xyvs riiftxA kxt k; nyit Svivv, 
xg /xi-xvXtntxg xiSixyiy. ‘A trlov toi^S Quixylxg yuir Eg roy yxy 
/iixttixyy, xym e-uyxf’ x triitv oiiAaxyz, /xx% Svin xyvs {xx% Kgioriy. 
K^tisg trim y% xXtjxyxis fix iv.va li wag Tils yuh. KutSiZviy, yUft. 
(Si yfxiy (Suits, a a xxy lyyiXi, Soi So txitiu xyns afiiv, ou So tyoiZvA 
*'/8; ^xyxis, v^xyx xw/s rag yvXs yiSAxt ii QxSs x <nnt Eg it txAxu. 

Ay us 
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Ays; Kav^iSvi^ yvfi (Zi x.giddtu trlu'ra^uy, aw £v JsS; iat/Xy eoj St 
ngfc U'riy^ ays; 'yva-rif’XTpx eg So y,xy vxv y^xcr/xa^' xp nvigTx^xv ys 
J£S£ av xyxi, ays; /3s«( <PvTaiii (pug ya^; u?A£ Pvgugxv y vSxs vxg 
xaXxyp : x y^xva ig yviv So yXoigxyxv ig a A ate' ysa aya<v 5<?u 
fi xvxyug Soiyas ig rlo (iianxy/. av/;, ay»; sg a /3< crovva fxxhM gix? 

tyuv, xw iv trv'ouX site ayug (; <piugg. Mx xg v-u;A£ fciovTX. Tgeagtyg 

ays; fesg arm An So TLarlogar fox ] ays; Sixvxty ylm va n%,v a Ta s 
(pxitcm fix ays; iofixyv tg xgtrov. Sl g yxyn a rx crtvii ey txggvi, 

<; ayv sg eraa ag Tilxgv loo-r Kg^oo-r. Afiw. 
Ayus vx wfurxv a ra s So> y'va £y ua-Sxyy. a wv a xsg irsa; ixgrvtf 

ag y-gi ays; txgrvig xgttxyxv So a-Xaxy xwg vx iitXi am ly gx, 
Ag v-Aig xrx ig viHxti : Fs vviti tytug t xivu. Fa riysv So gtoyx. Fs 
SiSvrxg So a A ig TxAx.fi, xxg a; ys ws ig vtoxfi. TxSxig S'vi'v tv 
Sin xg v-agxv AxxA. Ays; fix yviv ap tpi^yx, fi’xg fix irlvv ya<S'; a ra 

xvv t (pniy yvm. Ays; vx Aoty clvv aw tfi fiuxgiv : Ay, o-vig a-'ivv a 
uAk. Qg <; c-AtiiTirx tv gioyx ayS; tv xxxyx. ays; a yAoiig ys trioggvi, 
Afinv. 

Ays; Sa Aix tv r-Aig, Max ays; Sor/ogaS vvijfo' yspt g« y Axig ays; 
j-twag : xxyxgtvis ays; fixAAa, ya cuSaA Kav trvoaA. Afirtv, 

THE CREED. 

KgSftfaa ayv sv A<a av r-A/g yA£-^;sa^;))a^; Kgy/))g v>f/a' ayS; va 

TxAfixivv,—ays; ayv tv lo:trx Kgioa-T, vv fiux-<ruv, xg- Tttxgvx, nxy a 
ylvtav av S^/ogar Ny^', a gsyay Am/'av my Mvigt, x 5 viAivy (pa> 
<l'avTiXz ttiAxt, x ytv <rav a ^sag £a; ays; a iiuAxxtav, a ^a< irVo; 
Sa craiS vxfi fixgi' (yxvfi ipgivv') x yhgiy a g/;' o< va fixg*ouS' tg tv 
Tg-/,z Ax, x yxi <78a; £g vtixfi, ays; a ra ’va iryvJl eg S;?; Axfi At tv 
Aip zste/CXM/CxyiC etytss a iy ct rai^r bg»j <os&'«^b c«y8? 
va fi .ggxit‘. Kgsj^so^a ayv; ev Svrvogar vy^'; ayv; ev sayAa; wifi yat- 
ryiavv ; ayvev xa-^a^ayv vav vypt: ayv £v fixtvxz vrjjaay : ayv ev xirtigt 

x yv‘g(T • xyXz ayv; a £>ia ptiigTsavvapv. Afinv. 
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PRAYER FOR A BLESSING ON READING. 

We bless thee, O Lord, who hast given us thy word, which 
is able to make us wise unto salvation, through faith in Christ 
Jesus. Countenance us at this time. For his sake pardon our 

offences. Guide us now and always by thy good Spirit. And 
may the words of our mouths, the meditations of our hearts, 
and all our services, be acceptable to thee in Christ. Amen. 

A v«vv k ratS^T f&v7ietx,tts Svtr a ‘ifsc^v a iy yvm r aaciX * rtt 
fUfteiraft Sg 1*5 yXiK as cX.xsl^^x- rgsi cmv tv lort 

'fig io yvxtf Suov ty tv Zft trtS. Eg a. trx.oc<ra,v (M yvivv 
TgtZgca% <rln asv<;' asya; ty ycty, ctp Xri 3a ETn'egxr fice. Aynf 

ytsv gu jigletgat. ug fitZX, rpxcuvTteiv ecg ngi, «ya; ug v-vtht vtgiZirMV 
vurvitt^ yiij uvv tv Kgtoirr. Afitiv. 

ENGLISH MORNING PRAYER FOR PEACE. 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, 
in the knowledge of thee we have life eternal. Thy service is 
perfect freedom. Defend us, thy humble servants, in all the 
assaults of our enemies: that we, firmly trusting in thee, and 
thy protection, may not fear the power of any adversaries, 
through the strength of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SI A A, <5 to v3ctg vet ci, ctyvz yviX vn xu-wru^K etuv 

agr Tot, ctyun fivt fittpxttv. Ta 3c viggctaii; vci o-vgcct UftX&v. 
&Iov rivvf 3o yg£tF% igicrecX, ctvv tv %XXt txvvrvt ug NciTt/'3t : 3u j&tvfi 
ig yvm ytt 3ciiiyiccv u. fii ty •nga-^cc avvx3 iptiv, xyus 3o aiov, vccfc St 
tccyccX agv a yjiecyyi, vu.xv.ih cu.x fit -rat) xij^r Isvr |Cgi4TT u.g ntxgvtc. 
Aftviv. 

\ 
E 
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FOR DIVINE ASSISTANCE. 

O.God, who art our heavenly Father, Almighty and ever- 
lasting God, who hast safely brought us to the beginning of 
this day; defend us in the same with thy mighty power, and 

grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any 
danger; but that all our doings may be ordered by thy govern- 
ance, that we may always do what is good and right in thy sight, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

n vaj y a7? tv A<ae Zl$nxv ctyvs : at ay 
ys T6«gt/<vr <nvy ya tv A« ty SiQ. TAijiS' irivv, tv Aat, An 
So rgsw J «yas ict-fc ru,T avy x,u miazxv, vat# 
gv<$' e-ivv ya jcavvaa^r <rct/x fit: yvfi fit vaa^ vvAe ynu/tcugx ct* 
6i(>dv%eiS' A»j § Stw tiiAaev, tg aayas yav Sitjv trln tv yoivt v< ot ya jttaa, 
#tya; « xiUftT, xvi t t’ txvvt;, T£i) IflcS K^/sitt ao Ttixgvx. 

PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM. 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with 

one accord (to hear thy word, to celebrate thy praise, and) to 
make our common supplications unto thee, and dost promise, 
that when two or three are gathered together in thy name, thou 
wilt grant their requests; fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and 
petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for them; 
granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the 

world to come life everlasting. Amen. 

A As vXt^nx^KX)'! x xy oi/ivv yg«s ly ev x[x o-ta. An wi vvtx, ytt 
XOixxX litrSix^K yx S’ fioXxv x o4iv, xyx; yz Si ly x^vm^ (vn £j rav 
yxy, vXi vi x S’ Cptvfcx; trlvV) xyxs x yixXrvtvv, xvvg iv xiti trxft St 
Sus vu T£VI(> ricvxX xvtoiu%x. xvv x ixtvu, yiv Si<»vxi% « SoiS' xv 
X^vivi^i, xakiev xvti u ilz^v tci^rvis xyxs u%xivt%l So o-ttgSitrtv x 
ocx n lOfM^vi ig av <rov : oiuvxty^ ovnv xvvf tv r-vSxX trio) taXxi 
r-igivv, xylfs xvv; iv r-vSxX x rx gi cixyjx. Six Sipxxv rgvi lotrx K^urr. 

Am*'. 
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THE BLESSING. 

Now, may the grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, his and our heavenly Father, and the com- 
munion of the holy Spirit, the Comforter, be with us and all 
the people of God throughout the world, from henceforth and 
for ever. Amen. 

Avt?' yisv (a, yi>ctg tv Ti'ta^v Ie<r<* Kg/arr, atysj «yu<X As Jiran esyKs 
Suovs Ai'g (pAxtjX ttytss Ku-^ufivv tv Smegur wife, feuXM gyivvt uyXS 
»s viXt (pa^xX cev Tttcc^vx rgti ’v riioctX vat <rtu a f*x% xylSf yn vlo^vi' 
Afeyyj. 

EVENING PRAYER. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of thy holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Cl Ata aXtuHa^y-a^ eiti (ihx vx vXt %i>i Jtf^fpa'fKiXT, Stv (luX vee vXs 
I'a^Ttvxs xvvtfcTt, ayxt vet vay, ccX tsa^yang <rxfc fit t(> (poiXouy ; yXaiv 
IS vx trfctsxvTiv vxf> x^t'xyxv An esaXgayis eo wife, yxvfi ayisf 
yx yfxty crhtv is yts tofeXav, xyug yxv x^xiy xtvv, yis (ptSxX, T~YtVfi wife 
Tgn lao-x Kgtes-T vxg Tttx^vx. Afcviv, ■ 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord, and by thy 
great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night, 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

JxiXa-ty vx(> ^u^xyx^xg, a rlvv sy xyxvty gvtT eo 'itxgv, xyH; An ea 

frpeoxxig fieovg Atov <rin tv vyxt vXt y-Xnap^is xyug yxt&at in S» atty criu, 
*g <ry.x ypxty So vv M£x yxg XXawtviP Itrx Kgnar. Afiriv, 
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MORNING PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH. 

Unto whom but unto thee should we come, O Lord ? With 

thee alone are the words of eternal life. Unto thee shall all 
flesh come. Before thee must every knee bow, and every 
tongue make confession. Thou wilt bring every work into 

judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whe- 
ther it be evil. In endless life and felicity in Christ Jesus, 
thou wilt reward all who believe, love, honour, serve, and obey 

thee. And although hand join in hand, the workers of iniquity 
shall not go unpunished. It is good for us to draw near to 

thee, and to worship thee; for, behold, all who are afar oft' 
from thee shall inevitably perish. Although thy spiritual na- 
ture is not the object of our senses, yet thine invisible perfec- 
tions, even thine eternal power and Godhead, are clearly seen 
from the things thou hast made. They are therefore without 
excuse, who give ti»je not the glory flue unto thy name. An- 
gels and archangels bow down before thee. All the host 
of heaven worship thee. All thy creatures, throughout the 
boundless extent of thy dominions, loudly proclaim thy praise. 
Thy saints do bless, and do adore thy holy name.—Worthy art 
thou to be praised ! Worthy art thou to be reverenced! Wor- 

thy to be had in everlasting remembrance! For thou art the 
first and the last, the wisest, the greatest, the holiest and the 
best of beings. It well becometh us to shew forth thy loving- 
kindness every morning, and thy faithfulness evcrj- night. Each 
day we vise we will bless thee, and while we have a being we 
will magnify thy name. But who can worship thee as thou 
ought, maker Omnipotent ? Who can shew forth all thy praise ? 
Who by searching can find thee out ? Who can understand the 
perfection of the Almighty ? It is higher than heaven, what 
can we do ? Deeper than hell, what can we know ? The mea- 
sure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea. 
Thy wisdom is unerring, thy power irresistible. Thy regard to 



truth, to integrity, and uprightness, is unalterable. Thou lovcsl 
righteousness and hatest iniquity. And tliou beholdest the up. 

right with a pleasant countenance. By nature, and by prac- 
tice, we are afar from thee. But we bless thee, thou art pleas- 
ed, that we be brought nigh by the blood of Jesus. We bless 
thee he hath consecrated for us a new and living waf through 
the vail of his flesh ; and that there is access to the Father, 
through a Mediator, by one Spirit. Draw us and we shall fol- 
low after thee. " Keep us with thyself, and we' shall abide with 
thee as dear children, and shall neither be ashamed or afraid 
at Christ’s second coming.—We bless thee, who created us at 
first after thine own image, and when by sin we had ruined and 
undone ourselves, had forfeited thy favour, and life itself, thou 
wast graciously pleased to appoint and to promise, and in the ful- 
ness of time to send thy Son, that through him we might have life, 
and believing in him might have it more abundantly, spiritually 
now, and eternally hereafter in thy heavenly kingdom. Herein is 
love; not that we loved thee, but thou hast loved us. And when 
we were without strength; meanwhile thou appointedst that Christ 
should die for the ungodly. Grant that, being reconciled to thee 
through his death, much more we may be saved by his life. 
Herein is love, that the Son of the Highest should humble him- 
self most lowly for our sake, and assuming our nature in its 
lowliest condition, should go about doing good to the souls and 
bodies of men : that, for the sake of us sinners, and for accom- 
plishing our salvation, he led for us a painful and laborious life; 
that he should die for us a shameful, an ignominious, and ac- 
cursed death on the cross. And having overcome the sorrows 
and the sharpness of death, he hath set open the gates of the 

kingdom of heaven for all his faithful followers. Thou, Lord, 
bast ascended on high ! Thou hast led captivity captive. Thnu 
hast received gifts for men; even for them that did rebel. 

Blessed be the Lord who daily loadeth us with his benefits. 
He is the God of our salvation, who is most strong, to whom 
belong the issues from death.—O thou who art a spirit, teach 
tls to worship thee in spirit and in truth. Thou pure, thou 



46 

holy, thou quickening and life-giving Spirit, who at first gavest 
life and breath unto all things, breathe thou upon us and we 
shall live. It belongeth to our God but to speak the word and 
our souls shall live. And we who are by nature and by prac- 
tice dead in trespasses and in sins, and we who are asleep 
in sloth, or in sensuality, shall awake to light and to life, 
and to spiritual joy, before thee. The night is far spent, 
the day of glory is fast approaching! May we therefore cast off 
all the unfruitful works of darkness, and may we put on the 
whole armour of life. May we put on Christ Jesus, not mak- 
ing provision to fulfil the sinful desires of the flesh. Great 
reason have we to acknowledge, O Lord, thy goodness, and 
patience, and mercy, and forbearance towards us. For, hadst 
thou been strict to mark, and rigorous to punish, wherein in 
thought, in word, and in deed, we have sinned against thee, 
long ere now mightest thou have denied us thy favour, and 
cast us off in thy displeasure, and appointed us our portion with 
hypocrites and unbelievers! Thou hast been to us a good and a 
gracious God ! Thou hast been to qs a kind, a merciful, a provi- 
dent, and beneficent, heavenly Father! But we have been unto 
thee undutiful children, and are always unprofitable servants: we 
have been stubborn, rebellious, and disobedient subjects, to thee 
our Lord and our King. Of the God that made us, how often, 
alas ! have we been unmindful! How lightly have we esteemed 
the Rock of our salvation! Times and ways without number 
have we sinned against thee! We have done what we ought 
not to have done; wre have left our duty in innumerable in- 
stances unaccomplished. We have not been desirous to have 
thee in all our thoughts. We have been deficient in the bro- 
therly kindness which we owed to our fellow Christians, in the 
charity and good will which we owed to all our brethren of the 
human nature. Neglectful and forgetful of our eternal in- 
terests, we have too much sought for happiness in the things 
which perish in the using. Seeking it where it was not to be 
found, and wandering in the paths of sin; instead of happiness, 

we have purchased misery, delusion, and disappointment to our- 
Stelves.—Call thou us back from the evil of our ways; and where- 



in iniquity hath been in our hands, or unrighteousness in our 
hearts, now may they be far from, us. Henceforth, hereafter, 
no more may our hearts be lifted up unto vanity. Hencefor- 
ward no longer may our feet tread the paths of folly. Say thou 
unto our soul, I am thy salvation. For the sake of Jesus, who 
did nothing amiss, he thou merciful to us, who can do nothing 
well. Blot out our iniquities as a thick cloud, and our trans- 

gressions as a cloud from before thy presence. Receive us 
graciously, and love us freely. Look on us, not as we are in 
ourselves, but in the face of thine anointed, in whom thou be- 
holdest no iniquity in Jacob, nor perverseness in thine Israel. 

May the time past of our life, even in our own estimation, be 
counted more than sufficient for us to have wandered after the 
vanity and deceitfulness of our own hearts. Make thou us 
henceforth wise unto salvation. Renew us in the spirit and 
disposition of our minds, and create us in Christ Jesus unto 
good works. May we glorify thee both in our souls and in our 
bodies, which are thine. May we be concerned about our fu- 
ture salvation. May we fear lest a promise being given us to 
enter into thine eternal rest, any of us should come short of it. 
May we labour to enter into that rest. May we yield ourselves 
unto the influence of thy word, which is quick and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword ; separating to, the di- 
viding asunder of the soul and the spirit, the joints and the 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. May we remember there is nothing but what is naked 
and opened to the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 
Having a great High Priest, who is entered into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, may wre hold fast our profession. Hav- 
ing such an one as can be touched with the feeling of our in- 

firmities, and w'as in all respects tempted as wre are, yet with- 
out sin; let us come w-ith holy confidence to thy throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
every time of need. Thou knowest, O Lord, there is no time 
but is a time of need with us. Shouldest thou withdraw thy 
support from us but for a moment, we should faint and we 
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should fail. Should thou hide the light of thy countenance, 
we should be dismayed.—Before we had a bejng in thy world, 
thou madest provision for us. Ever since we had a being, thou 
hast been multiplying thy benefits unto us. Even when we 
hung upon the breast, thou causedst us to hope. Thou wast 
the support of our helpless infancy; the guide of our heedless 
youth. Thou art the stay of our riper years ; and all our ex- 
pectations through time and throughout eternity, depend upon 

thee. When we were in sickness, thou hast healed us ; when 
we were cast down in sorrow and dejection, thou hast revived 
us with fresh joy and comfort again. Thy benefits to us have 

been various and multiplied, constant and continued, innumer- 
able and unspeakable. We bless thee for our being and our 
well-being, our health and our strength, our food and our rai- 

ment, our reasonable nature, our improvable capacity, our ex- 
alted prospects, for every faculty of body and of mind we pos- 
sess, for the means and comforts of this life, and the hopes and 
■prospects of another and a better, through Christ Jesus. Thou 
hast remembered us in our lowr and lost estate, and pitied us. 
Thou hast preserved and supported us amidst dangers and 
temptations, which we could neither foresee nor avoid. We 
bless thee, whilst others have been called off the stage of life, 
thou continuest us to see more of thy lovingkindness in the land 
of the living, and the place of hope. We bless thee for thy care 
and protection over us during the bygone week, for the return of 
the Sabbath, and for this fresh opportunity of waiting on thee 
in thy house of prayer, to hear thy will, and to be reminded of 
our duty. May we still be glad when it is said to us, let us go 

up unto the house of the Lord, and at length may our feet stand 
within the gates of the heavenly Jerusalem. IN fay we count a day 
spent in thy courts more than a thousand: for thou art a sun 
to enlighten, and a shield to defend thy servants. Thou givest 
grace, and hereafter wilt confer eternal glory; and there is no 
good thing thou wilt withhold from them that walk uprightly be- 

fei'c thee.—Lord Cod of hosts !“blessed is the man that trusteth 
in fhec. Awaken to a sense of their danger, their guilt, and 

i 
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their misery, all who refuse to give thee the glory due unto 
thy name, before thou causest darkness, ere their feet stumble 
upon the dark mountains, before they go hence and be no 

more seen: May such turn from the evil of their ways, lest 
iniquity prove their eternal ruin. Continue thy lovingkindness 
to all that know thee, and thy righteousness to all that are up- 
right in heart. Be merciful, to our brethren who are detained 
from waiting on thee in the duties of public worship, by indis- 
position or otherwise: compensate them in private for their 
public necessities. Fulfil now to us thy promise, where thy 
name is remembered and recorded, that there thou wilt meet 
with thy servants and bless them; and lend an attentive ear to 
the voice of their uhited supplications ; send forth thy light and 
thy truth to lead us and guide us even to thy holy habitations. 
Enable us to worship thee with acceptance in thy courts here 
below; and finally may we be received into thy heavenly courts 
above;—where thy saints surround thy throne, and sing halle- 
lujahs to him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for 
ever and ever. Enable us now so to read, so to speak, and so 
to hear, and to meditate upon thy word, as that thy name may 
be glorified, and our souls reap present, and future, and eter- 
nal advantage. Enable us to believe thy word, and to do thy 
will, and look to thy mercy in Christ Jesus to eternal life. 
Pardon all our sins ; sanctify and renew us by thy good Spirit; 
and to thy name in Christ, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be 
glory and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  ..   

EVENING PRAYER. 

What shall wc render to the Lord for all his mercies : wrhat 
recompense make to the Most High, who dealeth bounteously, 
and graciously, and munificently towards us: who forgiveth 
the iniquities of his people ; who passeth over the transgres- 

G 
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sions of the remnant of his inheritance ; who maketh the out- 
goings of our mornings and evenings to rejoice over us.—While 
we live we will bless thee; while we have a being we will mag- 
nify thy name. We thank thee for the' blessings of the gos- 
pel ; for its exceeding great and precious promises ; for its glo- 
rious prospects ; for its lawful sanctions; and for the gracious 

assistance and motives thou therein affordest us, to make us 

wise unto salvation. May Jesus Christ be more and more pre- 
cious to us. Being ignorant, may we be instructed by him; 
being sinful and guilty before thee, through him may we ob- 
tain the remission of our sins, the acceptance of our persons, 

ancj the sanctification of our souls. Being weak and defence- 
less of ourselves, may we commit ourselves to the guidance and 
governance of him who is head over all, for the benefit of his 
church; and who, for this purpose, lived and died, and rose 
again, and revived, that he might be Lord of the dead and of 

the living. May he reign in us, and rule over us; and may 
we be kept *by thy power, through faith, unto eternal salva- 
tion. O Lord, we are thine, thou hast made us; we are thine, 
thou hast redeemed us by the precious blood of thy Son; we 
are thine, preserved by thy providence, maintained by thy 
bounty. Early have we been cast upon thy care; early have 
we been dedicated unto thee ; oft have we renewed our engage- 
ments ; and now, Lord, we give ourselves up unto thee: we 
are wholly thine; enable us to glorify thee in our souls and in 
our bodies, which are thine. Work thou in us to will and to 
do, according to thy good pleasure ; and fulfil thou, in us, and 
by us, all the good purposes of thy goodness; and the work of 
faith, with power. May we be striving continually to enter in 
at the strait gate ; since strait is the gate, and narrow the way 
that leadeth unto life ; and. at length many shall seek to enter 
in who shall not be able. May we remember we have to strug- 

gle for thy heavenly kingdom; not only against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities and against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world,. and against spiritual 
wickedness. May we therefore take ur^o ourselves the whole 
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armour of God, that we may be enabled to resist and overcome 
the wiles of the wicked one, that we may withstand in the 
evil day; and having done all to stand, having our loins be- 
girt with the girdle of truth, having on the breast-plate of 
righteousness, and our feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace. May we have the shield of faith, by which 
we may be enabled to quench all the fiery darts of the enemy. 
May we have for an helmet the hope of salvation, and the 
sword of thy Spirit, even thy divine word, conducting us safe- 
ly amidst the trials, and duties, and difficulties, of this ^mortal 
life; till at length we arrive at Immanuel’s happy land. ^lay 
we pray with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for 
all saints; and for thy ministers, that a door of utterance may 

be opened to them, that they may speak the truth with bold- 
ness as they ought to speak. May we be anxiously solicitous 
about nothing; but in every thing, with prayer and supplica- 
tion, with thanksgiving, make our requests known unto thee. 
And may the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
which the world knoweth not, and cannot give, and cannot 
take away, keep our hearts and affections in Christ Jesus. 
May the things that are true, that are just, that are venerable. A*/ 4/'s 

that are lovely, that are of good report; if there be any virtue, /VVy’*'*- 
if there be any praise, may we think on these things and do 
them. May we learn in every condition to be content; and 
may we be enabled to do all things through Christ strengthen- 
ing us. Be merciful to our friends, relations, benefactors, well- 
wishers, Christian acquaintances, countrymen, enemies, and 

all mankind ; and to all we are concerned with.—Be merciful, 
O Lord, to our native land. Bless thy church, which we trust 
thine own right hand hath planted and established in it. May 
peace be within the walls, and prosperity within the palaces of 
our Jerusalem. Let no weapon formed against our Zion pros- 
per. Let thy glory be in the midst of her, and thy good pro- 
vidence be as a wall of fire to protect her from all her enemies 
round about, spiritual and temporal. Clothe thy' priests with 
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' truth and righteousness, with health and salvation, and let all 
thy saints shout aloud for joy. Assist and support thy mini- 

sters amidst the difficulties, oppositions, and discouragements 
with which they have to encounter. Send faithful labourers to 
thy vineyard; workmen that need not be ashamed of their 

work, rightly dividing the word of truth. 'Daily add to the 
number of them that are saved ; and may the multitudes of be- 
lievers be as of old, of one heart and of one soul. For this 
purpose, bless, O Lord, we beseech thee, the institutions of 
civil government everywhere. Do thou, by whom kings reign 

and princfes decree justice, graciously bless and long preserve 
thy servant, our sovereign, King George. Bless him in his 

person, in his family, and in his government. Bless his royal 
consort the Queen; the Prince, the Princess, and the Princess 
Charlotte of Wales, and all the branches of the royal family. 
Set wise and faithful counsellors round our king’s throne; men 
fearing thee and hating covetousness. Preside in the grand 
councils of the nation, and over-rule every deliberation tor the 
public good. Bless all ranks and degrees of men; both high 
and low; both rich and poor ; both old and young. Bless all 
nations; all who teach, and all who are taught; all who rule, 
and all who are subject. Pat an end to Jewish infidelity, to 
Pagan idolatry, to Mahometan delusion. Popish and Anti- 
christian superstition and will-worship, and to every high thought 
that exalteth itself against thee, and the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Grant that thy word may have free course and be glorified; 
until the knowledge of thee fill this earth as the waters fill the 
channels of the deep ; until all the kingdoms of this world be- 
come the kingdoms of our God and his Christ. Hasten the 
time when thou wilt be the God of all the families of the earth, 
and when every knee shall bow to thee in the name of Jesus, 
from the rising sun to where he goeth down ; and a pure offer- 
ing, shall be offered unto thee, and be accepted through the 
beloved. Turn the hearts of the parents with the children, 
and the hearts of the children with the parents, and bring the 

hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; and every- 
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where may a people be prepared to serve thee. Dwell in thi* 
place: be with the pastor, and be with the flock. Put thy 
fear in every heart, and thy worship in every family. And 
maf those who live together in domestic relations, live as be- 

comes the heirs of the grace of life. Prosper each of us in all 
our concerns, temporal and spiritual. May we receive every 
thing as from the hand of our heavenly father. Make us thank- 
ful for all thy benefits, and grateful for all thy mercies; sub- 

missive and resigned amidst the trials and difficulties thou al- 
lottest unto us. And may we know that thou makest all things 
work together for the accomplishment of our peace and felicity. 
May those who are rich in this world take heed that they trust 
not in uncertain riches, but in the living God (who giveth 
unto all men all things richly to enjoy); that they may do good, 
and be rich in faith, rich in good works ; that they be ready to 

distribute, willing to communicate, laying up a good provi- 
sion for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
life. Satisfy the poor of thy people with bread; feed them 
with temporal and spiritual nourishment. Be thou the father 
of the fatherless ; the husband of the widow; the shield of the 
stranger; the stay of the orphan ; and the help of them for 
whom there is no help in man. May the hoary head be a crown 
of glory, and be found in the way of righteousness. May the 
young early and constantly remember their Creator in the days 
of their youth; before the evil days'come, and the years in 
which they must say they have no pleasure in them. May the 
strong have thy word abiding in them, and overcome the evil 
one. Spare useful lives. Prepare the dying for their great 
change. May the living lay to heart their latter end. Aid and 
support those who are in feeble and declining years ; and, be- 
fore they go hence, miay they leave a good example and sweet 
savour of thee to those they leave behind. Guide us in all 
thy ways. Direct us by thy unerring wisdom ; protect us by 
thy almighty power; and may thy everlasting love be our por- 
tion. Be graciously pleased to supply all our wants, as thou 
seest to be good and expedient for us. Blessing us now with 
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the knowledge of thy truth, and at length receive us into ever- 
lasting life with thyself. Amen. 

Bless to us thy word which we have this day heard. Let 
it not be as water spilt upon the ground, which cannot be ga-i 
thered up again ; but may it be as seed sown in grateful and 
fertile soil, bringing forth fruit in abundance, and in due sea- 
son. Hear the prayers which this day have been offered up to 

thee throughout thy church in the world. And hear our pray- 
ers, and the prayers of all thy people, and all thy servants 
who day and night call upon thee: may they ascend with ac- 
ceptance through the merits of thy well-beloved Son, whom 
thou hearest always. May his powerful yoice and intercession 
plead for us. May we be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his grace. Pardon the iniquities of our holy things, the ne- 
gligence of our preparations, the coldness of our devotions, the 
wanderings of our affections, the imperfection of all our ser- 
vices. For in many things we offend, and in all things come 
short of thy glory. Receive us graciously, and love us freely. 
Wash us in the blood of the Redeemer. Renew and sanctify 
us by thy good Spirit; and perfect whatever concerneth us, to 
the glory and praise of thy name. And in his name whom 
thou hearest always, &c. Our Father, &c. 

EVENING PRAYER. 

Unto whom should we come, but unto thee, O Lord. Thou 
only hast the words of eternal life. Thou only art able to 
supply all our wants; to accomplish and sati fy the boundless 
desires and necessities of our immortal souls ; to free us from 

sin ; to make us wise ; to make us holy; and make us happy in 
Christ Jesus: to deliver us from every temptation; to defend 
us from every danger; to conduct us through this life; to save 
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us even in death and after death, to be our exceeding great and 
eternal reward.—With all gratitude and reverence we acknow- 
ledge our dependence upon thee, and our obligations unto 

thee. We bless thee for our being and our well-being, and 
for our constant preservation; for our reasonable nature, our 
improvable capacity, and for our exalted prospects. We 
bless thee, above all, for the clear revelation thou hast made 
of thy will to us in the gospel, and for Jesus Christ, thine un- 
speakable gift. We thank thee for all that he hath done, for 
all that he hath taught, for all that he hath suffered, for our 
sakes ; for all that he still continueth to do, and hath promised 
he will accomplish, for his church. ~ Teach us to know, to va- 
lue, and to improve the privileges and advantages we enjoy; 
and encrease in us knowledge and wisdom, and joy in thyself. 
Grapt that our love to thee, and to thy laws, and to thy people, 
may encrease and abound more and more, in all knowledge, 
and spiritual perception and discernment. May we distinguish 
the things that are different; may we approve the things that 
are excellent; and may we be sincere and without stumbling 
till the day of Christ; and be filled with the fruits of righteous- 
ness, which are through Jesus Christ, to the praise and glory 
of our God. With ourselves, be gracious to all whom we ought 
to have, this evening, in remembrance before thee. Be with 
thy church in every place. Be with ail thy ministers, and all 
thy servants, who, day and night, call upon thee: hear their 
prayers and ours : and may the voice and merits of the great 
Intercessor still plead and be heard in our behalf. Be merciful 
to us, and to the whole human race. Let the people praise 
thee : let all the people praise thee. Be merciful to our native 
land; to our national interests, and to our national church. In 
especial manner, avert the judgments which our sins, national or 
ecclesiastical, public or domestic, personal or individual, may 
have justly provoked thee to inflict. And may a speedy re- 
pentance and reformation in heart and life, prepare all ranks 
for the reception of thy favour, in temporal and spiritual be- 

nefits. Fight with those that fight against us; and grant thy 
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blessing to them who turn the battle to the gate. May we 
take heed that we walk not in the counsels of the ungodly, nor 
stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of the scornful. 
May'we be as trees of righteousness of thy planting, nourished 
by the rivulets of water, bringing forth their fruit in season, 
and whose leaves fade not. May we be prospered by thee in 
all our concerns. May we know that thou makest all things 
work together for our good. To us to live may it be Christ; 
and even to die may it be unspeakable gain. May thy grace 
be mighty in us, and sufficient for us ; and let thy strength be 
perfected in the midst of our weakness. May we be guided by 
thee in all our concerns, temporal and spiritual. Dwell in us, 
and dwell with us; and bless our habitations. May we live 
together as becomes heirs of the grace of life. May we be 
blessed in our basket and in our store. In our rising up, in our 
sitting down ; in our going out, and coming in. Let thy word 
and* spirit commune with us.—In all our ways help us to ac- 
knowledge thee; and do thou direct our steps. Bless thou us 
and we shall be blessed indeed. Enlarge our abilities to. serve 
thee ; and let thy hand be about us to keep us from evil, that 
it may never grieve us. > May we be sober and watchful unto 
prayer. May we be watchful against the temptations, and a- 
gainst the corruptions that are in the world; against the vio- 
lence of the wicked; against the deceits of hypocrisy ; against 
the weaknesses even of the sincere: and may we be watchful a- 
gainst the weaknesses and deceitfulness, and plagues of our own 
heart: and may we avail ourselves of every opportunity of do- 
ing good. Be with thy people in this place. Be with the pas- 
tor; and be with the flock. Hasten the season when thou wilt 
be the God'of all the families of the earth. Be the God of 
this family, and bless the heads of it (in their persons, their 
offspring, their relations), and all their interests. May those 
who serve, serve with all good fidelity, not purloining, not an- 
swering again. May we remember we are all accountable unto 

thee, the heavenly Master, for all thy talents entrusted to us; 
and whatsoever we do, the same shall we receive of the Lord. 
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Be with all in whom we are interested. Be with all who are 
near or dear unto us. Be with all who require the aid of our 
prayers; and all whom we should remember in thy presence. 
Be with all who are in trouble, in trials, in travels, in necessi- 
ty, in temptation, in difficulty, in danger, of whatever kind. 
Heal those who are sick ; succour those who are tempted ; raise 
up those who are bowed down; help and deliver those who are ‘ 

oppressed. May we do justly; may we love mercy, and walk 
humbly before thee, our God. Give us favour with those 
with whom we are connected; and thy favour, which is 
better than life; and thy loving kindness, which is superior to 
all the enjoyments of the world. We bless thee for thy care of 
us this day ; for the dangers and temptations we have escaped 
or avoided; for the advantages and benefits conferred on us, 
or continued with us; and for any measure of health of body, 
of soundness of mind, and comfortable circumstances we en- 
joy or possess. Forgive wherein we have come short, or sinned 
against thee, in thought, in word, or in deed; and enable us, 
by thy gracious assistance, more sincerely, more conscientious- 
ly, more acceptably and successfully to serve thee for the time 
to come. Be with us during the silent watches of the night; 
give us the rest of thy beloved. May our desires be towards 
thee, and the remembrance of thy name. May our medita- 
tions be of thee, to yield us comfort and delight; and when 
we wake, may we still be with thee. May thine angels have 
charge of us, and encamp and compass round about us, and 
keep us from evil. Be with us all the days and nights of our 
appointed time (of warfare and pilgrimage) here below. And 
when thou hast accomplished in us and by us, all the various 
ends and purposes of thy good prpvidence with us here below, 
receive us at length for ever to thy heavenly kingdom. And 
do thou to us and for us, and in us and by us, exceeding abund- 
antly, fat above and beyond what we can either ask or think. 
For all that we ask is for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
To whom with thee, O Father, and the ever-blessed Spirit, be 
ascribed, as is most due, all glory and honour, dominion and 
praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 

II 



FOR PREPARATION AT THE COMMUNION. 

O eternal and incomprehensible Jehovah! with all reverence 
and humility, we present ourselves before thee; with grateful 
hearts to acknowledge our dependence upon .thee, and our 

obligations to thee ; to confess our'sins before thee, from whom 
there is nothing hid; to implore the pardon of them for Christ 
Jesus’ sake ; thy gracious countenance upon us ; and to ascribe 
unto thy name, as is most justly due, honour and dominion, 
and glory and praise, for ever and ever. 

Thou art tire Almighty Creator! The kind Preserver! The 
wise Governor, and Righteous Judge of the universe! The 
fountain of all life and of happiness ! The giver of every good 
and perfect gift! Although thy spiritual nature is not the ob- 
ject of our senses; yet thine invisible perfections, even thine 
eternal power and Godhead, are manifest, from the things 
which thou hast made. Unto every attentive and discerning 
eye, the heavens declare thy glory; and the firmament shew- 
eth forth thy handy-work. Day unto day uttereth speech of 
thee. And night unto night may teach us knowledge of the 
Most High. Thou art not far off from any ot us; for in thee 
we live, and move, and have our existence. Thou hast won- 
derfully displayed thy wisdom, power, and- goodness, in our 
creation and constant preservation. And thou daily suppliest 
our returning wants. 

Thou hast endowed us with various powers and faculties of 
body and of mind, w hereby we are in some measure capable of 
knowing, loving, serving, imitating, and enjoying thee, the au- 
thor of all perfection and happiness. Thou writest thy laws in 
legible characters in the human heart. Thou makest us ca- 
pable of distinguishing^the moral differences of things, of dis- 
cerning thy will and our duty. Thou daily pointest out to us 

the path of virtue and of happiness. Thy goodness not only 
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provideth for our comfort while here below, but openeth for us 
the prospect of endless life and happiness hereafter ; and, through 
Jesus Christ, thou wilt infallibly bestow glory, honour, and im- 
mortality, on all who, by a patient continuance in well-doing, 
seek for it, and endeavour to obtain it. 

We bless thee, O Heavenly Father, not only for the know- 
ledge of thyself, and the intimations of thy will conveyed to 

mankind by the light of nature ; which renders all inexcusable, 
who do not love and serve thee, and pay thee the honour due 
unto thy name; but also, in a more especial manner, we adore 

, thee for the clear revelation thou hast made of thy will in the 
unerring scriptures of truth. Thou who spakest to the fathers 
by the prophets, hast graciously condescended, in these last 
ages, to reveal thyself unto us by thy Son Christ Jesus; through 
whom thou reconcilest the world unto thyself; not imputing 
to the penitent and believing their transgressions. By him thou 
promisest the remission of sins, thy favour and protection, and’ 
everlasting life, to all who forsake their sins, believe in him, 
and comply with the gracious terms of salvation offered in the 
gospel., But when we reflect, O Lord, on our past eondk****, tL 
and the many privileges we have enjoyed by the kind favour of 
Heaven, our hearts do melt into shame and contrition, on ac- 
count of our unworthiness. We have made no suitable return 
unto thee for such mercy and love. Of the God that made us, 
alas!' we have been unmindful ; and lightly have we esteemed 
the Rock of our salvation. Times and ways without number 
have we strayed from the path of dut}'. We have cast thy com- 
mandments behind our back. We have done despite to the 
Spirit of grace. We have sinned and done iniquity. And 
what shall we say for ourselves, unto thee, O thou witness, O 
judge of human conduct! Behold, we are vile ! and what shall 

we answer, what shall we render unto thee, O thou Creator, 
Preserver, Redeemer, and Benefactor of men! With great 
reason mightest thou have before now removed our candlestick 
from its place. Rev. ii. 5. Hadst thou rewarded us according 
to our transgressions, we might have had our portion appoint- 



60 

ed us with hypocrites and unbelievers, Matt. xxiv. 31. But 

glory be unto -thy name, thy ways are not like our ways, nei- 
ther thy thoughts as ours, Isa. Iv. 8. With thee there is mer- 

cy, in order that thou mayest be feared, Psal. cxxx. 3. Ezek. 
xviii. 32. Thou delightest not in the destruction and misery 
of thy offending creatures; but desirest rather that all should 

come to repentance and the knowledge of the truth. Hence- 
forth, hereafter, no more may our hearts be lifted up unto va- 
nity ; our feet no longer tread the paths of folly. Call us back 
from our wanderings ; purify our affections ; and grant that all 
our thoughts, words, and actions, may be conformable to the 

dictates of right reason and conscience, and the holy precepts 
of Christ’s gospel. May we lay aside every weight, and every 
darling sin, though dear as a right hand, or right eye. And 
may we run with patience in our Christian course, following 
after the blessed Jesus, wheresoever he wifi be pleased' to con- 
duct us, that we may yet, before it be too' late, secure the 
thibgs that belong to our eternal peace and welfare, before they 
be hid from our eyes.—Accept, O Lord, of our unfeigned and 
united thanks, for the continuance of thy favour, and protec- 
tion, and loving kindness, towards us thy creatures. For the 

knowledge of the gospel, and the enjoyment of the blessing of 
gospel ordinances, we give thee praise. May we therein con- 
tinue to have fellowship with thee and thy Son Jesus Ciirist, 
till at length our joys be full. May thy work more and more 
advance and prosper in our hearts and in our hands. May the 
preaching of Christianity be powerful and effectual in putting 
down the strong holds of sin and Satan, and in bringing many 
sons and daughters unto glory. 

WTe earnestly implore, O Lord, thy blessing upon us, and 
upon our fellow Christians, who this day dedicate their thoughts 
to religious exercises, and the immediate concerns of their im- 
mortal souls. 

O thou who hast promised, where thy name is record- 
ed, to meet with thy servants; be in the midst of us, in an 
especial manner, to bless us and do us good. Assist us as we 



are to be employed in reading and meditating, in speaking and 
in hearing, from thy word. May we speak because we be- 
lieve. May we hear with becoming reverence and attention. 
May it redound to thy honour, and the unspeakable comfort of 
our souls, that we prepare to meet our God, and to dedicate 
ourselves to his service and obedience. Free us from the do- 
minion and influence of prejudice, of ignorance, of error, and 
of vice. May the Son of God make us free, and we shall be 

free indeed. Confirm in us a love of the truth as it is in Je- 
■ sus. Raise our affections above the pleasures and pursuits of 

this short and transitory scene of things. And may we be at 
length qualified for the enjoyment of endless bliss and felicity 
with thee in heaven, in the pure mansions of eternal day. 

Hear our prayers, thou hearer of prayer! Forgive our of- 

i fences. And accept of us, and our sincere endeavours to serve 

thee. For all we ask is in the name, and as the disciples of 
thy Son our Saviour Christ Jesus. And thine, O Lord, is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

AIRSON ULLACHAIDH AIG COMMUNACHADH. 

O Jehobha Shiorruidh agus do-rannsuichte (aithnichte). 
Tha sinn le gach uile umhlachd agus irioslachd ’gar taisbea- 
nadh fein ann a t’ fhianais (ad lathair) le cridheachan taingeil, 
a dh’ aideachadh air n-earbsa annad, agus na ceannglaichean 
’fuidh am bheil sinn dhuit; a dh’aidmheil ar peacaidhean, ann 
ad’ lathairsa, o nach’eil aon ni folaichte-a ghuidhe maitheanas 
air an son as leth Chriosd, agus a thabhairt do t-ainm mar is 
cubhaidh, onoir agus cumhachd agus gldir agus mcladh gu 
saoghal nan saoghal. 

Is tusa an Cruithfhear Uile chumhachdach, am fear-coimhead 
baigheil, an t-Uachdaran glic, agus Breitheamh firinneach an 



t-saoghail. Tobar na beatha agus an t-sonais! Fear-tabfcairt 
gach tiodhlac maith agus iomlan. 

Ge nach e do nadur Spioradeil cuspair ar mothachaidh; 
gidheadh tha d’ iomlaneachd neo-chriochnaichte, eadhon do 
chuinJiachd siorruidh agus do Dhiadhachd air an taisbeanadh 
o na nithibh a rinn thu, do gach suil a chi agus a bheir f'ainear; 
tha na neamlia a’ foillseachadh do ghloir : agus tha na speura 
a’ taisbeanadh oibre do lamb. Agus feudaidh la a’ deanamh 
sgeul do la, agus oidhch a dh’oidhche edlas a theagasg dhuinn 
air an Ti as airde. Ch’an ’eil thu fad as o aon neach dhinn 

(againn). Oir is ann annadsa a ta ar bith ar beatha agus ar 

1 •’ 

jluasad. Thaisbein thu gu h-iongantach, do ghliocas do w 

chumhachd agus do mhaitheas ann ar cruthachadh, agus ann 
ad’ ghniith-dhion. Agus tha thu gach la a’ sasuchadh ar n-uile 
uireasbhuidhean. 

Thug thu dhuinn iomadh comasan agus buaghan cuirp agus 
inntin-leis am bheil sinn ann an tomhas comasach air eolas a 
ghabhail ort, gradh agus seirbhis a thabhairt, t-eiseimpleir a 
leanmhuinn, agus do mhealltuin, thusa as ughdar na h-uile 
iomlaineachd agus sonas. Scriobh thu do lagh ann an litrichibh 
forsuing air cridhe an duine. Tha thu ’gar deanamh comasach 
air tabhairt fainear eadar-dhealachadh a chur air nithibh a ta 
air an eleachdamh, air aitltn air do thjil agus air ar dleasdanas. 

Tha thu gu soilleir a’ cotharrachadh a mach dhuinn ceumanna 
an deagh-bheus agus 

^ ’mhain agullachadh 

< 

an t-sonais. Tha do mhaitheas cha’n e 
airson ar comhfhurtachd am feadh a ta 

sinn a bhos an so, ach mar an ceudna ag fosgladh dhuinn beachd 
air beatha bhith-bhuan an deigh so.—Agus tre Josa Criosd 
bheir thu faidhpoidh gloir onoir agus neo-bhasmhorachd-do 
gach uile a dh’iarras le buanachadh foighidneach air a shon, 
a<rus a ni dichioll air fhaotainn. D 

Tha sinn erad’ bheannachadh o Athair neamhaidh, cha’n e © 
’mhain airson eolais ort fein, agus airson do thoil a thaisbeanadh 
do’n chinne-daoha le solus naduir, a ta fagail gach neach gun 
leith-sgeul nach d’ thoir gradh agus seirbliis (limit, agus nach 

ioc an t-urram a ta dligheach do t-ainm. Ach tha §inn mar an 

OisLsi fl i ' wut. 
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ceudna air doigh as sonnraichte ’gad mholadh airson an fhoills- 
eachaidh shoilleir a rinn thu air do thoil ann an scriobtuir neo- 
mhearachdach na firinn. Dh’ aontaich thusa a labhair ris na 
b-Aithrichibh leis na Faidhibh gu grasmbor anns na linnibh 
deireannach so, thu fein fhoillseachadh dhuinne le (tre) do 
mhac losa Criosd; trid am bheil thu a’ reiteachadh an t-saoghail 
ruit fein-gur a bhi meas do na h-aithreachain agus do na creid- 
mhich an cionnta. D’a thriasa tha thu gealltuin maitheanas 
peacaidh, do dheagh-ghean agus do dhion, agus beatha mhair- 
reannach, do gach uile a threigeas am peacaidhean, a chreideas 
ann, agus a dh’aontaicheas re cumhachan grasmhor na slainte 
a ta air an tairgse ’san t-soisgeul. Ach ’nuair a smuainticheas 
sinn, O Thighearna air ar guilan ’san am a ehaidh seachad, 
agus air na sochairean lionmhor a shealbhuieh sinn, le deagh- 
ghean neamh, tha ar cridheachan a’ leaghadh an taobh a stigh 
dhinn le naire, agus le brdn airson ar neo-luachmhoireachd. 
Cha d’ioc sinn dhuitsa do reir a leithid do throeair agus do 
ghradh. Air an Dia a rinn sinn, bha sinn, mo thruaighe ! 
neo-chuimhneach: agus cha robh meas againn air carraig ar 
slainte! Amaibh agus uairibh gun aireamh cluiidh sinn air 
seacharan o cheum ar dleasdanais. Thilg sinn t-aitheanta air 
ar culthaobh. Rinn sinn tarcuis air spiorad a’ghrais. Pheacaich 
agus rinn sinn euceart! Agus ciod a their sinn air ar son fein, 
riutsa, O thusa fhianuis agus a Bhreitheamh air'giulan dhaoine ? 
Feuch tha sinn grained ! Agus ciod a fhreagras sinn no dh’iocas 
sinn dhuit: O a Chruithfhear Fhir-coimhid! Fhir-shaoraidh 
agus Fhir-tabhairt do dhaoine. ’S matli a dh’ fheudadth tu 
roimhe so ar coinnleir a tharrachadh as aite, Taisb. ii. 5. ’Nan 
d’ thugadh tu duais dhuinn do reir ar cinntaibh; dh’ fheudadh 
ar cuibhrionn a bhi air a chotharrachadh dhuinn maille re 
cealgoirean agus neo-chreidmhich. Matt. xxiv. 51. Isa. Iv. 8. 
Ach gldir gu robh do d’ainmse! Cha’n iad do shligheansa ar 

sligheanne, cha mho do do smuainte-sa mar ar smuainte-ne: Ach 
agadsa tha trocair a chum gu biodh d’eagal oirnn, Salm. cxxx. 4. 
Esec. xviii. 32. Cha’n ’eil tlachd agad ann ar sgrios agus 

truaighe do chreutairean ceannairceach: Ach tha thu ag 



iarraidh gu’n d’thigeadh gach uile gu aithreachas, agus gu 
eolas na firinn. Uaithe so a mach, agus gu brath, na biodh 
ar cridheachan air an togail a suas au diomhanais. saltradh 
ar casan ni’s faide ann an ceuma na h-amaideachd ? Gairm 
air ar n-ais sinn o ar seacharain. Gian ar aigneibh. Agus 
deonaich gu’m bi ar n-uile smuainte briathra agus gniomharra 
comh-fhreagarrach re deagli reusan, agus coguis, agus re 
reachda naomha Soisgeil Chriosd. Dednaich dhuinna h-uile 
cudthrom agus na h-uile peacadh Cannain, a chur air cul, ge 
do bhiodh e dluth marlaimh no suil dheas: Agus deonaich 
gu’n ruith sinn le foighidin ar reis Chriosdaigh, a’ leanmhuin 
an deigh losa bheannuichte ciod air bith rathad ’san toilich e 
ar tredrachadh, a chum as gu feud sinn fathasd mu’m bi e 
tuilleadh as anmoch, na nithe a bbuineas do ar slainte shiorruidh 
a dheanamh cinnteach, mu’m bi iad air am folach o arsuilibh. 
Gabh O Thighearna r’ar buidheachas threibhdhireach agus 
cho’-aontach, airson buanachadh do thoirbheartas agus do 
dhion, agus do chaoimhneas gradhach d’ar taobhne, do chreu- 
tairean cionntach.—Tha sinn ga do mholadh airson eolais agus 

beannachdan orduighean an t-soisgeil. Dednaich dhuinn 
buanachadh aims na meadhona so a shealbhaehadh co’-chomuinn 

riutsa, agus re d’ Mhac losa Criosd, gus fadheoidh am bi ar 
n-aoiblmeas lan. Deonaich gu’m bi do sheirbhis ni’s md agus 
id’s mo a’ soirbheachd ’nar cridheachan agus ’nar lamhan. 
Dednaich gu’m bi searmonachadh a’ chreidimh Chriosdaigh air 

a dheanamh cumhachadh agus eifeachdach a thoirt a nuas 
daighnichean laidir a pheacaidh agus Shatain, agus a thoirt 

iomadh mac agus nioghan a chum gloir. 
Tha sinn a’ guidhe gu durachdach O Thighearna gu biodh 

do bheannachd oirnne agus air ar braithre Criosdaigh a ta’n 
diugh a’ toirt suas an smuainte do d’ sheirbhis, do chleachduin 
na diadhachd, agus do ghnothaiche an anama neo-bhasmhor, 
O thusa a gheall coinneamh a thoirt do d’ sheirbhisich far am 
biodh t-ainm air ainmeachadh ; bi ’nar meadhon-ne air dhoigh 
araid a chum ar beannachadh agus a chum maith a dheanamh 
dhuinn. Cobhair sinn mar a tha sinn gu bhi leughadh, gu bhi 



iabhairt, agus gu bbi ag smuaintpacliadh o t’fhocal! Lalj|iramid 

a ciijonn gu bheil sinna5 creidsin, .eisdeadh-mid le« aire agus 
faicill naomha. Biedh e chum t-onoir-sa agus a chum comh- 
fhui tachd d«-labhaift ar cndheachan, gu bheil sinn ag ullachadh 
gu ar Dia, a choinneachadh, agus gu sinn fein a thoirt suas d’a 
sheirbheis agus d’a umhlachd. Saor sinn, o uachdranachd agus 
o bhudidli neo-charthfinnachd, o aineolas, o mhearachd agus o 
mhi-bh^us : Gu’n degnamh Mac Dhe saor sinn: agus bithidh 
sinn saor da rireadh. Daighnich sinn ann an gradh na firinn 

mar a tg i ann an losa. Tog ar n-aigneidhean’oscionn toilinntinn 
agus leanmhum arf deigh nithe didmbuan agus gairid na beatha 

so, a chum as fadheoidh gu’m bi sinn iomchuidh air beannachd 
neo-chriochnach a shealbhachadh maille riut anr^ an Neamh, 

ann an aitibh comhnuidh an 4a shiorruidli.' Eisd ar n-urnuiffhean. 
thusa a ta ’g eisdeachd urnuigh. Maith ar cionntaibh:' agus 
gabh ruinn ann ar ivoidhirpegn gu sieirbhis a thoirt dhuitr. Oir 
gach ni a ta sinn ag iarruidh, is ann an ainm, agus mar 
dheisciobuil do Mhic ar Slanuighear losa Criosd. < Agus is 

leatsa O Thighearn an rioghachd, agus an cumhachd, agus a 
ghldir, gu siorruidh. Amen. ' • . * • . 
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