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THE 

HISTORY OF THE REIGN 

OF THE 

EMPEROR CHARLES V. 

BOOK V. 

Th e account of the cruel manner in which 
the pope had been treated, filled all Europe 

with aitonifhment or horror. To fee a Chriltian 
emperor, who, by polfefling that dignity, ought 
to have been the prote&or and advocate of the 
holy fee, lay violent hands on him who reprc- 
fented Chrift on earth, and detain his facred 
perfon in a rigorous captivity, was confidered as 
an impiety that merited the fevereft vengeance, 
and which called for the immediate interpofition 
of every dutiful fon of the church. Francis and 
Henry, alarmed at the progrefs of the Imperial 
arms in Italy, had, even before the taking of 
Rome, entered into a clofer alliance ; and, in 
order to give fome check to the emperor’s am- 
bition, had agreed to make a vigorous diverfion 
in the Low Countries. The force of every mo- 
tive which had influenced them at that time was 
now increafed ; and to thefe were added the de- 
fire of refcuing the pope out of the emperor’s 
hands, a meafure no lefs politic than it appeared 

VOL. iji. b to 



2 - THE REICH OF THE 13. V. 

to be pious. This, however, rendered it necef- 
fary to abandon their hoftile intentions againil 
the Low Countries, and to make Italy the feat 
of war, as it was by vigorous operations there 
they might contribute molt effeftually towards 
delivering Rome, and fetting Clement at liberty. 
Francis being now fenfible that, in his fyltem 
with regard to the affairs of Italy, the fpirit of 
refinement had carried him too far ; and that, 
by an excefs of remifihefs, he had allowed Charles 
to attain advantages which he might eafily have 
prevented ; was eager to make reparation for an 
error, of which he was not often guilty, by an 
aftivity more fuitable to his temper. Henry 
thought his interpofition necefiary, in order to 
hinder the emperor from becoming mailer of all 
Italy, and acquiring by that means fuch fuperi- 
ority of power, as would enable him for the fu- 
ture to dictate without controul to the other 
princes of Europe. Wolfey, whom Francis had 
taken care to fecure by flattery and prefents, 
the certain methods of gaining his favour, ne- 
.gledled nothing that could incenfe his mafler 
againfl the emperor. Belides all thefe public 
confiderations, Henry was influenced by one of 
a more private nature ; having begun about this 
time to form his great fcheme of divorcing Ca- 
therine of Aragon, towards the execution of 
which he knew that the fanclion of papal autho- 
rity would be neceffary, he was defirous to ac- 
quire as much merit as poffible with Clement, 
by appearing to be the chief inllrument of his 
deliverance. 

The negotiation, between princes thus dif- 
pofed, was not tedious. Wolfey himfelf con- 

ducted 
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dueled it, on the part of his fovereign, with un- 
bounded powers, Francis treated with him in 
perfon at Amiens [July 11J, where the cardinal 
appeared, and was received with royal magnifi- 
cence. A marriage between the duke of Orleans 
and the princefs Mary was agreed to as the bafis 
ot the confederacy; it was refolved that Italy 
fhould be the theatre of war; the llrength of 
the army which fliould take the field, as well 
as the contingent of troops or of money, which 
each prince Ihould fumifli, were fettled ; and if 
the emperor did not accept of the propofals 
which they were jointly to make him, they 
bound themfelves immediately to declare war, 
and to begin hoftilities [Aug. idj. Henry, 
who took every refolution with impetuofity, en- 
tered fo eagerly into this new alliance, that, in 
order to give Francis the ftrongelt proof of his 
friendfhip and refpect, he formally renounced 
the ancient claim of the Englilh monarchs to the 
crown of France, which had long been the pride 
and ruin of the nation ; as a full compenfation 
for which he accepted a penfion of fifty thoufand 
crown-, to be paid annually to himfelf and his 
fucceffors a. 

The pope, being unable to fulfil the conditions 
of his capitulation, Hill remained a prifoner under 
the fevere cullody of Alarcon. The Florentines 
no fooner heard of what had happened at Rome, 
than they ran to arms in a tumultuous manner; 
expelled the cardinal di Cortona, who governed 
their city in the pope’s name ; defaced the arms 
of the Medici; broke in pieces the ftatues of 

* Herbert, 83, Sec. Rym, Feed. xiv. 203. 
B 2 Leo 



4 THE REIGN OF THE B. V. 

Leo and Clement; and declaring themfelves a 
free ftate, re-eilablifhed their ancient popular 
government. The Venetians, taking advantage 
of the calamity of their ally the pope, feized 
Ravenna, and other places belonging to the 
church, under pretext of keeping them in de- 
pofite. The dukes of Urbino and Ferrara laid 
hold likewife on part of the fpoils of the unfor- 
tunate pontiff, whom they conhdered as irretriev- 
ably ruined b. 

Lannoy, on the other hand, laboured to de- 
rive fome folid benefit from that unforefeen 
event, which gave fuch fplendour and fuperiority 
to his mailer’s arms. For this purpofe he 
marched to Rome, together with Moncada, 
and the marquis del Guallo, at the head of all 
the troops which they could aflemble in the 
kingdom of Naples. The arrival of this rein- 
forcement brought new calamities on the unhappy 
citizens of Rome ; for the foldiers envying the 
wealth of their companions, imitated their licence, 
and with the utmoil rapacity gathered the glean- 
ings, which had efcaped the avarice of the Spa- 
niards and Germans. There was not now any 
army in Italy capable of making head againft the 
Imperialifts; and nothing more was requifite to 
reduce Bologna, and the other towns in the ec- 
clefiaftical ftate, than to have appeared before 
them. But the foldiers having been fo long ac- 
cuftomed, under Bourbon, to an entire relax- 
ation of difeipline, and having tafted the fweets 
of living at diferetion in a great city, almoft 
without the controul of a fuperior, weie become 

I* Guic. 1. xviii, 453. 
fo 
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fo impatient of military fubordination, and fo 
averfe to fervice, that they refufed to leave 
Rome, unlefs all their arrears were paid ; a con- 
dition which they knew to be impoffible. At 
the fame time, they declared, that they would 
not obey any other perfon than the prince of 
Orange, whom the army had chofen general. 
Lannoy, finding that it was no longer fafe for 
him to remain among licentious troops, who 
defpifed his dignity, and hated his perfon, re- 
turned to Naples ; foon after the marquis del 
Gualto and Moncada thought it prudent to 
quit Rome for the fame reafon. The prince of 
Orange, a general only in name, and by the 
moft precarious of all tenures, the good-will of 
foldiers, whom fuccefs and licence had rendered 
capricious, was obliged to pay more attention to 
their humours, than they did to his commands. 
Thus the emperor, inftead of reaping any of the 
advantages which he might have expected from 
the reduction of Rome, had the mortification 
to fee the moil formidable body of troops that 
he had ever brought into the field, continue in 
a ftate of inactivity, from which it was impof- 
fible to roufe them c. 

This gave the king of France and the Vene- 
tians leifure to form new fchemes, and to enter 
into new engagements for delivering the pope, 
and preferving the liberties of Italy. The newly- 
reftored republic of Florence very imprudently 
joined with them, and Lautrec, of whofe abili- 
ties the Italians entertained a much more favour- 
able opinion than his own mailer, was, in order 

c Guic. 1. xviii. 454. 
b 3 to 
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to gratify them, appointed generaliffimo of the 
league. It was with the utmoft relmftance he 
undertook that office, being unwilling to expofe 
himfelf a fecond time to the difficulties and dif- 
graces, which the negligence of the king, or the 
malice of his favourites, might bring upon him. 
The beft troops in France marched under his 
command ; and the king of England, though he 
bad not yet declared war againil the emperor, 
advanced a confiderable fum towards carrying on 
the expedition. Lautrec’s fir ft operations were 
prudent, vigorous, and fuccefsful. By the af~ 
iiftance of Andrew Doria, the ableft fea-officer 
of that age, he rendered himfelf mafter of Genoa, 
and re-eftablifhed in that republic the faction of 
the Fregofi, together with the dominion of 
France. He obliged Alexandria to furrender 
after a fnort fiege, and reduced all the country 
on that fide of the Tefino. He took Pavia, 
which had fo long refilled the arms of his fove- 
reign, by alfault, and plundered it with that 
cruelty, which the memory of the fatal difafter 
that had befallen the French nation before its 
walls naturally infpired. All the Milanefe, 
which Antonio de Leyva defended with a 
fmall body of troops, kept together, and, fup- 
ported by his own addrefs and induftry, muft 
have foon fubmitted to his power, if he had con- 
tinued to bend the force of his arms again!! that 
country. But Lautrec durft not complete a 
conqueft which would have been fo honourable 
to himfelf, and of fuch advantage to the league. 
Francis knew his confederates to be more de- 
firous of circumfcribing the Imperial power in 
Italy, than of acquiring new territories for him ; 

and 
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and was afraid, that if Sforza were once re- 
eftablifhed in Milan, they would fecond but coldly 
the attack which he intended to make on the 
kingdom of Naples. For this reafon he in- 
ilructed Lautrec not to pufh his operations with 
too much vigour inLombardy ; and happily the 
importunities of the pope, and the felicitations of 
the Florentines, the one for relief, and the other 
for protection, were fo urgent as to furnilh him 
with a decent pretext for marching forward, 
without yielding to the intreaties of the Vene- 
tians and Sforza, who infilled on his laying fiege 
to Milan d. 

While Lautrec advanced (lowly towards Rome, 
the emperor had time to deliberate concerning the 
difpofal of the pope’s perfon, who (till remained 
a prifoner in the caftle of St. Angelo. Notwith- 
ftanding the fpecious veil of religion, with which 
he ufually endeavoured to cover his actions, 
Charles, in many inftances, appears to have 
been but little under the influence of religious 
confiderations, and had frequently, on this oc- 
cafion, exprelfed an inclination to tranfport the 
pope into Spain, that he might indulge his 
ambition with the fpectacle of the two mod; il- 
luftrious perfonages in Europe fucceflively pri- 
foners in his court. But the fear of giving new 
offence to all Chriftendom, and of filling his own 
fubjedls with horror, obliged him to forego 
that fatisfaftion *. The progrefs of the confede- 
rates made it now necelfary, either to fet the 
pope at liberty, or to remove him to feme place 

Gulc. 1. xviii.Bellay, 107, &c. Mauroc. Hift. 
Venet. lib. iii. 238. c Guic. 1. jtviii. 457. 

of 
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of confinement more fecure than the caftle of 
St. Angelo. Many confiderations induced him 
to prefer the former, particularly his want of 
the money, requilite as well for recruiting his 
army, as for paying off the vaft arrears due to it. 
In order to obtain this, he had alfembled the 
Cortes of Caftile at Valladolid about the begin- 
ning of the year, and having laid before them 
the ftate of his affairs, and reprefented the ne- 
ceffity of making great preparations to refill the 
enemies, whom envy at the fuccefs which had 
crowned his arms would unite againft him, he 
demanded a large fupply in the moft preffing 
terms [Feb. 11J ; but the Cortes, as the nation 
was already exhaufted by extraordinary donatives, 
refufed to load it with any new burden, and in 
fpite of all his endeavours to gain or to intimidate 
the members, perfifled in this refolution f. No 
refource, therefore, remained, but the extorting 
from Clement, by way of ranfom, a fum fufficient 
for difcharging what was due to his troops, 
without which it was vain to mention to them 
their leavinsr Rome. 

Nor was the pope inactive on his part, or his 
intrigues unfuccefsful towards hallening fuch a 
treaty. By flattery, and the appearance of un- 
bounded confidence, he difarmed the refentment 
of cardinal Colonna, and wrought upon his 
vanity, which made him defirous of (hewing the 
world, that as his power had at firft deprefled the 
pope, it could now raife him to his former dig- 
nity. By favours and promifes he gained Mo- 
rone, who, by one of thofe whimfical revolutions 

f Sandov. i. p. 814. 
which 
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which occur fo often in his life, and which fo 
itrongly dilplay his character, had now recovered 
his credit and authority with the Imperialifts. 
The addrefs and influence of two fuch men eafily 
removed all the obftacles which retarded an ac- 
commodation, and brought the treaty for Cle- 
ment’s liberty to a conclulion, upon conditions 
hard indeed, but not more fevere than a prince 
in his fituation had reafon to expeft. He was 
obliged to advance, in ready money, an hundred 
thoufand crowns for the ufe of the army ; to pay 
the fame fum at the diftance of a fortnight ; and 
at the end of three months, an hundred and 
fifty thoufand more. He engaged not to take 
part in the war againil Charles, either in Lom- 
bardy or in Naples; he granted him a bull of 
cruzado, and the tenth of ecclefiaftical revenues 
in Spain; and he not only gave hoftages, but 
put the emperor in poffefiion of feveral towns, as 
a fecurity for the performance of thefe articles g. 
Having raifed the firft moiety by a fale of ecclefi- 
aftical dignities and benefices, and other expe-. 
dients equally uncanonical, a day was fixed for 
delivering him from imprifonment [Dec. 6]. 
But Clement, impatient to be free, after a 
tedious confinement of fix months, as well as 
full of the fufpicion and diftruft natural to the 
unfortunate, was fo much afraid that the Impe- 
rialifts might ftill throw in obftacles to put off 
his deliverance, that he difguifed himfelf, on the 
night preceding the day when he was to be fet 
free, in the habit of a merchant, and Alarcon 
having remitted fomewhat of his vigilance upon 

S Guic. 1. xviii. 467, &c. 
the 
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the conclufion of the treaty, he made his efcape 
undifcovered. He arrived before next morning 
at Orvietto, without any attendants but a fingle 
officer ; and from thence wrote a letter of thanks 
to Lautrec, as the chief inftrument of procuring 
him liberty h. 

During thefe tranfaftions, the ambaffadors of 
France and England repaired to Spain, in con. 
fequence of the treaty which Wolfey had con- 
cluded with the French king. The emperor, 
unwilling to draw on himfelf the united forces of 
the two monarchs, difcovered an inclination to 
relax fomewhat the rigour of the treaty of 
Madrid, to which, hitherto, he had adhered 
inflexibly. He offered to accept of the two 
millions of crowns, which Francis had propofed 
to pay as an equivalent for the dutchy of Bur- 
gundy, and to let his fons at liberty, on condi- 
tion that he would recall his army out of Italy, 
and reflore Genoa, together with the other con- 
quefts which he had made in that country. With 
regard to Sforza, he infilled that his fate fliould 
be determined by the judges appointed to inquire 
into his crimes. Thefe propofitions being made 
to Henry, he tranfmitted them to his ally the 
French king, whom it more nearly concerned to 
examine and to anfwer them ; and if Francis had 
been fincerely folicitous, either to conclude peace 
or preferve confiflency in his own conduit, he 
ought inllantly to have clofed with overtures 
which differed but little from the propofitions 
which he himfelf had formerly madel. But 

h Guic. 1. xviii. 467, &c. Jov. Vit. Colon, 169. Hauroc. 
Hift. Venet. lib. iii. 252. 

i Recueil des Treitez, ii. 249. 
his 
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his views were now much changed ; his alliance 
with Henry, Lautrec’s progrcfs in Italy, and 
the fuperiority of his army there above that of 
the emperor, hardly left him room to doubt of 
the fuccefs of his enterprife againit Naples. Full 
of thofe fanguine hopes, he was at no lofs to find 
pretexts for rejecting or evading what the empe- 
ror had propofed. Under the appearance of 
fympathy with Sforza, for whofe interefts he 
had not hitherto difeovered much folicitudc, he 
again demanded the full and unconditional re- 
eitablifhment of that unfortunate prince in his 
dominions. Under colour of its being imprudent 
to rely on the emperor’s fincerity, he infifted 
that his fons fhould be fet at liberty before the 
French troops left Italy, or furrendered Genoa. 
The unreafonablenefs of thefe demands, as well 
as the reproachful infinuation with which they 
were accompanied, irritated Charles to fuch a 
degree, that he could hardly liften to them with 
patience ; and repenting of his moderation, which 
had made fo little impreffion on his enemies, de- 
clared that he would not depart in the fmalleft 
article from the conditions which he had now 
offered. Upon this the French and Englifh 
ambalfadors (for Henry had been drawn unac- 
countably to concur with Francis in thefe ftrange 
propofitions) demanded and obtained their au- 
dience of leave k. 

Nextday[Jan.22, i728.],two heralds, whohad 
accompanied the ambaffadors on purpofe, though 
they had hitherto concealed their character, hav- 

Rym. xiv. 200. Herbert, 85. Guic. 1. xviii. 471. 

ing 
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ing affumed the enfigns of their office, appeared 
in the emperor’s court, and being admitted into 
his prefence, they, in the name of their refpeftive 
maiters, and with all the folemnity cullomary on 
fitch occalions, denounced war againft him. 
Charles received both with a dignity fuitable to 
his own rank, but fpoke to each in a tone adapted 
to the fentiments which he entertained of their 
fovereigns. He accepted the defiance of the 
Englhh monarch with a firmnefs tempered by 
fome degree of decency and refpeft. His reply 
to the French king abounded with that acrimony 
of expreffion, which perfonal rivalfhip, exafpe- 
rated by the memory of many injuries inflidted 
as well as fuffered, natuially luggefts. He de- 
fired the French herald to acquaint his fovereign, 
that he would henceforth confider him not only 
as a bafe violator of public faith, but as a ftranger 
to the honour and integrity becoming a gentle- 
man. Francis, too high-fpirited to bear fuch an 
imputation, had recourfe to an uncommon ex- 
pedient in order to vindicate his charadter. 
He initantly fent back the herald with a cartel 
of defiance, in which he gave the emperor the 
lie in form, challenged him to Angle combat, 
requiring him to name the time and place of the 
encounter, and the weapons with which he chofe 
to fight. Charles, as he was not inferior to his 
rival in fpirit or bravery, readily accepted the 
challenge ; but, after feveral mefiages concerning 
the arrangement of all the circumitances relative 
to the combat, accompanied with mutual re- 
proaches, bordering on the moft indecent fcur- 
rility, all thoughts of this duel, more becom- 
ing the heroes of romance than the two 

greateil 
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greateft monarchs of their age, were entirely laid 
afide 

The example of two perfonage fo illuftrious 
drew fuch general attention, and carried with it 
fo much authority, that it had conliderable in- 
fluence in producing an important change in 
manners all over Europe. Duels, as has already 
been obferved, had long been permitted by the 
laws of all the European nations, and forming 
a part of their jurifprudence, were authorifed by 
the magiftrate, on many occafions, as the molt 
proper method of terminating queitions with re- 
gard to property, or of deciding thofe which 
refpefted crimes. But Angle combats being con- 
fidered as folemn appeals to the omnifcience and 
juftice of the Supreme Being, they were allowed 
only in public caufes, according to the prefcrip- 
tion of law, and carried on in a judicial form. 
Men accuftomed to this manner of decifions in 
courts of juftice, were naturally led to apply it 
to perfonal and private quarrels. Duels, which 
at firft could be appointed by the civil judge 
alone, were fought without the interpofition of 
his authority, and in cafes to which the laws did 
not extend. The tranfadlion between Charles 
and Francis ftrongly countenanced this practice. 
Upon every affront, or injury, which feemed to 
touch his honour, a gentleman thought himfelf 
entitled to draw his fword, and to call on his 
adverfary to give him fatisfattion. Such an 
opinion becoming prevalent among men of fierce 
courage, of high fpirit, and of rude manners, 

1 Recufil des Traitez, 2. 
Sandov. Hilt.i. 837, 

vol. in. 

Mem. de Bellay, 103, See. 

when c 
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when offence was often given, and revenge was 
always prompt, produced molt fatal confequences. 
Much of the belt blood in Chriftendom was filed ; 
many ufeful lives were facriiiced ; and, at fome 
periods, war itfelf hath hardly been more dellruc- 
tive than thefe private contefts of honour. So 
powerful, however, is the dominion of fafhion, 
that neither the terror of penal laws, nor reve- 
rence for religion, have been able entirely to 
abolifh a practice unknown among the ancients, 
and not juftifiable by any principle of reafon ; 
though at the fame time it muft be admitted, 
that to this abfurd cuftom, we muft afcribe in 
fome degree the extraordinary gentlenefs and 
complaifance of modern manners, and that re- 
fpedtful attention of one man to another, which, 
at prefent, render the focial intercourfes of life 
far more agreeable and decent, than among the 
moft civilized nations of antiquity. 

While the two monarchs feemed fo eager to 
terminate their quarrel by a perfonal combat, 
Lautrec continued his operations, which pro- 
mifed to be more decilive. His army, which 
was now increafed to thirty-five thouiand men, 
advancedby great marches towardsNaples [Feb.]. 
The terror of their approach, as well as the re- 
monftrances and the entreaties of the prince of 
Orange, prevailed at laft on the Imperial troops, 
though with difficulty, to quit Rome, of which 
they had kept poffefiion during ten months. 
But of that flourilhing army which had entered 
the city, fcarcely one half remained; the reft, 
cut oft by the plague, or wafted by difeafes, the 
effects of their inactivity, intemperance, and de- 

bauchery. 



1528.] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 15 

bauchery, fell victims to their own crimes 
Lautrec made the greateft efforts to attack them 
in their retreat towards the Neapolitan territories, 
which would have finifhed the war at one blow. 
But the prudence of their leaders difappointed 
all his meafures, and conducted them with little 
lofs to Naples. The people of that kingdom, 
extremely impatient to fhake off the Spanifh 
yoke, received the French with open arms, 
wherever they appeared to take pofleffion ; and 
Gaeta and Naples excepted, hardly any place of 
importance remained in the hands of the Im- 
perialifts. The prefervation of the former was 
owing to the ftrength of its fortifications, that 
of the latter to the prefence of the Imperial 
army. Lautrec, however, fat down before Na- 
ples ; but finding it vain to think of reducing a 
city by force while defended by a whole army, 
he was obliged to employ the flower, but lefs 
dangerous method of blockade; and having 
taken meafures which appeared to him effectual, 
he confidently affured his mafter, that famine 
■would foon compel the befieged to capitulate. 
Thefe hopes were flrongly confirmed by the de- 
feat of a vigorous attempt made by the enemy 
in order to recover the command of the fea. 
The gallies of Andrew Doria, under the com- 
mand of his nephew Philippine, guarded the 
mouth of the harbour. Moncada, who had 
fucceded Lannoy in the viceroyalty, rigged out 
a number of gallies fuperior to Doria’s, manned 
them with a chofen body of Spanifh veterans, and 
going on board himfelf, together with the mar- 

ra Guic. 1. xviii. 478. 
C 2 quis 
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quis del Guafto, attacked Philippino before the 
arrival of the Venetian and French fleets. But 
the Genoefe admiral, by his fuperior Ikill in naval 
operations, eafdy triumphed over the valour and 
number of the Spaniards. The viceroy was 
killed, moft of his fleet deflroyed, and Guafto, 
with many officers of diftinttion, being taken 
prifoners, were put on board the captive gallies, 
and fent by Philippino as trophies of his victory 
to his uncle n. 

Notwithftanding this flattering profpedt of 
fuccefs, many circumftances concurred to fruf- 
trate Lautrec’s expedtations. Clement, though 
he always acknowledged his being indebted to 
Francis for the recovery of his liberty, and often 
complained of the cruel treatment which he had 
met with from the emperor, was not influenced 
at this juncture by principles of gratitude, nor, 
which is more extraordinary, was he fwayed by the 
defire of revenge. His pall misfortunes rendered 
him more cautious than ever, and his recollection 
of the errors which he had committed, increaied 
the natural irrefolution of his mind. While he 
amufed Francis with promifes, he fecretly nego- 
tiated with Charles ; and being felicitous, above 
all things, to re-eftablifh his family in Florence 
with its ancient authority, which he could not 
expedl from Francis, who had entered into ft rift, 
alliance with the new republic, he leaned rather 
to the fide of his enemy than to that of his bene- 
faftor, and gave Lautrec no affiftance towards 
carrying on his operations. The Venetians, 
viewing with jealoufy the progrefs of the French 

" Guk. l.xix.487, P. Heuter. lib. x. c. 2. p.231. 
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arms, were intent only upon recovering fuch 
maritime towns in the Neapolitan dominions as 
were to be pofleffed by their republic, while they 
were altogether carelefs about the redu&ion of 
Naples, on which the fuccefs of the common 
caufe depended The king of England, inftead 
of being able, as had been projected, to embar- 
rafs the emperor by attacking his territories in 
the Low Countries, found his fubjefts fo averfe 
to an unneceffary war, which would have ruined 
the trade of the nation, that in order to filence 
their clamours and put a Hop to the infurrettions 
ready to break out among them, he was com- 
pelled to conclude a truce for eight months with 
the governefs of the Netherlands P. Francis 
himfelf, with the fame unpardonable inattention 
of which he had formerly been guilty, and for 
which he had fuffered fo feverely, neglected to 
make proper remittances to Lautrec for the fup- 
port of his army "g 

Thefe unexpected events retarded the progrefs 
of the French, difcouraging both the general 
and his troops ; but the revolt of Andrew Doria 
proved a fatal blow to all their meafures. That 
gallant officer, the citizen of a republic, and 
trained up from his infancy in the fea fervice, 
retained the fpirit of independence natural to 
the former, together with the plain liberal man- 
ners peculiar to the latter. A ftranger to the 
arts of fubmiffion or flattery neceflary in courts, 
but confcious at the fame time of his own merit 
and importance, he always offered his advice 

0 Gu'c. 1. xix. 491. P Herbert, 90. Rymer, 14. 258. 
8 Guic. 1. xvrii. 478. 
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with freedom, and often preferred his complaints 
and remenftrances with boldnefs. The French 
miniilers, unaccuftomed to fuch liberties, deter- 
mined to ruin a man who treated them with fo 
little deference ; and though Francis himfelf had 
a juft fenfe of Doria’s fervices, as well as an high 
efteem for his character, the courtiers, by continu- 
ally reprefenting him as a man haughty, intract- 
able, and more felicitous to aggrandize himfelf, 
than to promote the intereft of France, gradually 
undermined the foundations of his credit, and 
filled the king’s mind with fufpicion and diltruft. 
From thence proceeded feveral affronts and in- 
dignities put upon Doria. His appointments 
were not regularly paid ; his advice, even in naval 
affairs, was often flighted ; an attempt was made 
to feize the prifoners taken by his nephew in 
the fea-fight off Naples ; all which he bore with 
abundance of ill humour. But an injury offered 
to his country tranfported him beyond all bounds 
of patience. The French began to fortify Sa- 
vona, to clear its harbour, and removing thither 
fome branches of trade carried on at Genoa, 
plainly (hewed that they intended to render that 
town, which had been long the object of jealoufy 
and hatred to the Genoefe, their raval in wealth 
and commerce. Doria, animated with a patri- 
otic zeal for the honour and intereft of his 
country, remonftrated againft this in the high- 
eft tone, not without threats, if the meafure were 
not inftantly abandoned. This bold action, ag- 
gravated by the malice of the courtiers, and 
placed in the moft odious light, irritated Francis 
to fuch a degree, that he commanded Barbefieux, 
whom he appointed admiral of the Levant, to 

fail 
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fail dire&Iy to Genoa with the French fleet, 
to arreil Doria, and to feize his gallies. This 
rafli order, the execution of which could have 
been fecured only by the moft profound fecrecy, 
was concealed with fo little care, that Doria 
got timely intelligence of it, and retired with 
all his gallies to a place of fafety. Guafto, his 
Erifoner, who had long obferved and fomented 

is growing difcontent, and had often allured 
him by magnificent promifes to enter into the 
emperor’s fervice, laid hold on this favourable 
opportunity. While his iudignation and refent- 
ment were at their height, he prevailed on him 
to difpatch one of his officers to the Imperial 
court with his overtures and demands. The 
negotiation was not long; Charles, fully fen- 
fible of the importance of fuch an acquifition, 
granted him whatever terms he required. Do- 
ria fent back his commiffion, together with the 
collar of St. Michael, to Francis, and hoifting 
the Imperial colours, failed with all his gallies 
towards Naples, not to block up the harbour of 
that unhappy city, as he had formerly engaged, 
but to bring them protection and deliverance. 

His arrival opened the communication with 
the fea, and reltored plenty in Naples, which 
was now reduced to the laft extremity ; and the 
French having loft their fuperiority at fea, were 
foon reduced to great ftraits for want of provi- 
fions. The prince of Orange, who fucceeded 
the viceroy in the command of the Imperial 
army, ffiewed himfelf by his prudent conduct 
worthy of that honour which his good fortune 
and the death of his generals had twice acquired 
him. Beloved by the troops, who remembering 
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the profperity which they had enjoyed under his 
command, ferved him with the utmoft alacrity, 
he let flip no opportunity of harafllng the enemy, 
and by continual alarms or fallies fatigued and 
weakened them r. As an addition to all thefe 
misfortunes, the difeafes common in that country 
during the fultry months, began to break out 
among the French troops. The prifoners com- 
municated to them the peftilence which the Im- 
perial army had brought to Naples from Rome, 
and it raged with fuch violence, that few, either 
officers or foldiers, efcaped the infeftion. Of 
the whole army, not four thoufand men, a num- 
ber hardly fufficient to defend the camp, were 
capable of doing dutys; and being now be- 
fleged in their turn, they fuffered all the miferies 
from which the Imperialilts were delivered. 
Lautrec, after ftruggling long with fo many 
difapppointments and calamities, which preyed 
on his mind at the fame time that the peftilence 
wafted his body, died [Augufl 15], lamenting 
the negligence of his fovereign, and the infidelity 
of his allies, to which fo many brave men had 
fallen viftims '. By his death, and the indifpo- 
iition of the other generals, the command devolv- 
ed on the marquis de Saluces, an officer altogether 
unequal to fuch a truft. He, with troops no 
lefs difpirited than reduced, retreated in diforder 
to Averfa ; which town being invefted by the 
prince of Orange, Saluces was under the necef- 
iity of confenting, that he himfelf fliould remain 

r Jovii Hift. lib. xxxvi. p. 3i,&c. Sigonii VitaDori.r, 
p. 1139. Bellay, 114, &c. « Bellay, 117, &c. 
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a prifoner of war, thal his troops ihouhl lay 
down their arms and colours, give up their bag- 
gage, and march under a guard to the frontiers 
of France. By this ignominious capitulation, 
the wretched remains ot the French army were 
faved; and the emperor, by his own perfever- 
ance and the good conduct of his generals, ac- 
quired once more the fuperiority in Italy u. 

The lofs of Genoa followed immediately upon 
the ruin of the army in Naples. To deliver his 
country from the dominion of foreigners was 
Doria’s higheft ambition, and had been his prin- 
cipal inducement to quit the fervice of France, 
and enter into that of the emperor. A moft fa- 
vourable opportunity for executing this honour- 
able enterprife now prefented itfelf. The city 
of Genoa, afflidled by the peftilence, was almofl 
deferted by its inhabitants; the French garrifon, 
being neither regularly paid nor recruited, was 
reduced to an inconlkkrable number; Doria’s 
emiffaries found that fuch of the citizens as re- 
mained, being weary alike of the French and Im- 
perial yoke, the rigour of which they had al- 
ternately felt, were ready to welcome him as 
their deliverer, and to fecond all his meafures. 
Things wearing this promifing afpeft, he failed 
towards the coaft of Genoa; on his approach 
the French gallies retired ; a fmall body of men 
which he landed furprifed one of the gates of 
Genoa in the night-time; Trivulci, the French 
governor, with his feeble garrifon, fliut himfelf 
up in the citadel, and Doria took polfelTion of 
the town without bloodlhed or reiiitance [Sep- 

« Bellay, 117, &c. Jovil Hilt. lib. xxv, xxvi. 
tember 
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tember 12]. Want of provifions qnickly obliged 
Trivulci to capitulate ; the people, eager to 
aboliih fuch an odious monument ot their fervi- 
tude, ran together with a tumultuous violence, 
and levelled the citadel with the ground. 

It was now in Doria’s power to have rendered 
himfelf the fovereign of his country, which he 
had fo happily delivered from opprefiion. The 
fame of his former aftions, the fuccefs of his 
prefent attempt, the attachment of his friends, 
the gratitude of his countrymen, together with 
the fupport of the emperor, all confpired to fa- 
cilitate his attaining the fupreme authority, and 
invited him to lay hold of it. But with a mag- 
nanimity of which there are few examples, he 
facrificed all thoughts of aggrandizing himfelf 
to the virtuous fatisfaftion of eftablilhiug liberty 
in his country, the higheit object at which am- 
bition can aim. Having affembled the whole 
body of the people in the court before his pa- 
lace, he afl'ured them, that the happinefs of fee- 
ing them once more in poffeffion of freedom was 
to him a full reward for all his fervices; that, 
more delighted with the name of citizen than of 
fovereign, he claimed no pre-eminence or power 
above his equals ; but remitted entirely to them 
the right of fettling what form of government 
they would now chufe to be eftablifhed among 
them. The people liftened to him with tears of 
admiration and of joy. Twelve perfons were 
elefted to new-model the conftitution of the re- 
public. The influence of Doria’s virtue and ex- 
ample communicated itfelf to his countrymen; 
the factions which had long torn and ruined the 
Hate feemed to be forgotten ; prudent precau- 

tions 
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tions were taken to prevent their reviving; and 
the form of government which has fubfifted with 
little variation fince that time in Genoa was efta- 
blifhed with univerfal applaufe. Doria lived to 
a great age, beloved, refpefted, and honoured 
by his countrymen ; and adhering uniformly to 
his profeffions of moderation, without arrogating 
any thing unbecoming a private citizen, he pre- 
ferved a great afcendant over the councils of the 
republic, which owed its being to his generofity. 
The authority which he polfeffed was more flat- 
tering, as well as more futisfactory, than that de- 
rived from fovereignty ; a dominion founded in 
love and in gratitude ; and upheld by veneration 
for his virtues, not by the dread of his power. 
His memory is Hill reverenced by the Genoefe, 
and he is dillinguilhed in their public monuments, 
and celebrated in the works of their hiflorians, 
by the moll honourable of all appellations, THE 
FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY, AND 
THE RESTORER OF ITS LIBERTY*. 

1529.] Francis, in order to recover the repu- 
tation of his arms, difcredited by fo many Ioffes, 
made new efforts in the Milanefe. But the count 
of St. Pol, a ra(h and unexperienced officer, to 
whom he gave the command, was no match for 
Antonio de Leyva, the ableft of the Imperial 
generals. He, by his fuperior {kill in war, 
checked, with a handful of men, the brifle, but ill- 
concerted motions of the French ; and though 
fo infirm himfelf that he was carried conftantly 
in a litter, he furpaffed them, when occafion re- 

* Guic. 1. xix. p. 498. Sigonii Vita Doris, p. 1146. 
JoviiHiit. lib. xxvi. p. 36, &c. 

I quired, 



24 the reign of the B. V. 

quired, no lefs in a&ivity than in prudence. 
By an unexpected march he furprifed, defeated, 
and took prifoner the count of St. Pol, ruining 
the French army in the Milanefe as entirely as 
the prince of Orange had ruined that which be- 
iieged Naples >\ 

Amidft thefe vigorous operations in the field, 
each party difcovered an impatient defire of 
peace, and continual negotiations were carried 
on for that purpofe. The French king, difcou- 
raged, and almoft exhaufted, by fo many unfuc- 
cefsful enterprifes, was reduced now to think of 
obtaining the releafe of his fons by concefllons, 
not by the terror of his arms. The pope hoped 
to recover by a treaty whatever he had loft in the 
war. The emperor, notwithftanding the advan- 
tages which he had gained, had many reafons 
to make him wifti for an accommodation. Soly- 
man, having over-run Hungary', was ready to 
break in upon the Aultrian territories with the 
whole force of the Eaft. The reformation gain- 
ing ground daily in Germany, the princes who 
favoured it had entered into a confederacy which 
Charles thought dangerous to the tranquillity 
of the empire. The Spaniards murmured at a 
war of fuch unufual length, the weight of which 
refted chiefly on them. The variety and extent 
of the emperor’s operations far exceeded what his 
revenues could fupport; his fuccefs hitherto had 
been owing chiefly to his own good fortune and 
to the abilities of his generals, nor could he flatter 
himfelf that they, with troops deftitute of every 

y Guic. 1. xix. 52.0. P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. x. c. 3. 
p.233. Mem. (te Bellay, i2i, 
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thing neceffary, would always triumph over ene- 
mies ftill in a condition to renew their attacks. 
All parties, however, were at equal pains to con- 
ceal or to diffemble their real fentiments. The 
emperor, that his inability to carry on the war 
might not be fufpefted, infifted on high terms 
in the tone of a conqueror. The pope, felicitous 
not to lofe his prefent allies before he came to 
any agreement with Charles, continued to make 
a thoufand proteftations of fidelity to the fonner, 
while he privately negotiated with the latter. 
Francis, afraid that his confederates might pre- 
vent him by treating for themfelves with the em- 
peror, had recourfe to many difhonourable arti- 
fices, in order to turn their attention from the 
meafures which he was taking to adjuft all dif- 
ferences with his rival. 

In this fituation of affairs, when all the con- 
tending powers wifhed for peace, but durft not 
venture too haftily on the fteps neceffary for at- 
taining it, two ladies undertook to procure this 
blelling fo much defired by all Europe [May]. 
Thefe were Margaret of Auftria, duchefs-dow- 
ager of Savoy, the emperor’s aunt, and Louife, 
Francis’s mother. They agreed on an inter- 
view at Cambray, and being lodged in two ad- 
joining houfes, between which a communication 
was opened, met together without ceremony or 
obfervation, and held daily conferences, to which 
no perfon whatever was admitted. As both 
were profoundly Ikilled in bufinefs, thoroughly 
acquainted with the fecrets of their refpeftive 
courts, and poffeffed with perfect confidence in 
each other, they foon made great progrefs to- 
wards a final accommodation ; and the ambaffa- 

vol. in. D dors 
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dors of all the confederates waited in anxious 
fufpenfe to know their fate, the determination 
of which was entirely in the hands of thofe il- 
luftrious negotiators z. 

But whatever diligence they ufed to haften 
forwards a general peace, the pope had the addrefs 
and induftry to get the ftart of his allies, by con- 
cluding at Barcelona a particular treaty for him- 
felf [June 20J. The emperor, impatient to vilit 
Italy in his way to Germany, and deiirous of 
re-eilabliihing tranquillity in the one country, 
before he attempted to compofe the diforders 
which abounded in the other, found it neceffary 
to fecure at leaft one alliance among the Italian 
dates, on which he might depend. That with 
Clement, who courted it with unwearied impor- 
tunity, feemed more proper than any other. 
Charles being extremely folicitous to make fome 
reparation for the infults which he had offered 
to the facred character of the pope, and to re- 
deem paft offences by new merit, granted Cle- 
ment, notwithftanding all his misfortunes, terms 
more favourable than he could have expected 
after a continued feries of fuccefs. Among other 
articles, he engaged to reftore all the territories 
belonging to the eccleiialtical date ; to re-eda- 
blifli the dominion of the Medici in Florence ; to 
give his natural daughter in marriage to Alexan- 
der the head of that family ; and to put it in 
the pope’s power to decide concerning the fate 
of Sforza, and the pofleffion of the Milanefe. 
In return for thefe ample conceffions, Clement 
gave the emperor the invediture of Naples with- 

z P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. x. c. 3. 133. Mem. de 
Bellay, p. izz. 

out 



1529-] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 27 

out the referve of any tribute, but the prefent 
of a white fteed, in acknowledgment of his fo- 
vereignty ; abfolved all who had been concerned 
in affaulting and plundering Rome, and permitted 
Charles and his brother Ferdinand to levy the 
fourth of the ecclefiaftical revenues throughout 
their dominions a. 

The account of this tranfaftion quickened the 
negotiations at Cambray, and brought Margaret 
and Louife to an immediate agreement [Aug. 5]. 
The treaty of Madrid ferved as the balis of that 
which they concluded ; the latter being intended 
to mitigate the rigour of the former. The chief 
articles were, That the emperor Ihould not, for 
the prefent, demand the reftitution of Burgundy, 
referving, however, in full force, his rights and 
pretenfions to that dutchy ; That Francis fhould 
pay two millions of crowns as the ranfom of his 
fons, and, before they were fet at liberty, fhould 
reffore fuch towns as he Hill held in the Milanefe; 
That he fhould refign his pretenfions to the fove- 
reignty of Flanders and of Artois; That he 
fhould renounce all his pretenfions to Naples, 
Milan, Genoa, and every other place beyond the 
Alps ; That he fhould immediately confummate 
the marriage concluded between him and the 
emperor’s filler Eleonora b. 

Thus Francis, chiefly from his impatience to 
procure liberty to his fons, facrificed every thing 
which had at firft prompted him to take arms, 
or which had induced him, by continuing hof- 
tilities during nine fuccefiive campaigns, to pro- 

3 Guic. 1. xix. 522. !> P. Heuter Rer. Auftr. lib. x. 
c. 3. p. 234.. Sandov. Hift. dell Emper. Car. V. ii. 28. 
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tradl the war to a length hardly known in Eu- 
rope before the eftabliihment of Handing armies, 
and the impofition of exorbitant taxes, became 
unlverfaL The emperor, by this treaty, was 
rendered foie arbiter of the fate of Italy; he 
delivered his territories in the Netherlands from 
an unpleafant badge of fubjeftion ; and after 
having baffled his rival in the field, he prefcribed 
to him the conditions of peace. The different 
conduct and fpirit with which the two monarchs 
carried on the operations of war, led naturally 
to fuch an iffue of it. Charles, inclined by tern- / 

per, as well as obliged by his fituation, concerted 
all his fchemes with caution, purfued them with 
perfeverance, and obferving circumftances and 
events with attention, let none efcape that could 
be improved to advantage. Francis, more en- 
terprifing than fteady, undertook great defigns 
with warmth, but often executed them with re- 
miffnefs ; and diverted by his pleafures, or de- 
ceived by his favourites, he loft on feveral occa- 
iions the moft promifing opportunities of fuccefs. 
Nor had the character of the two rivals them- 
felves greater influence on the operations of war, 
than the oppofite qualities of the generals whom 
they employed. Among the Imperialifts, valour 
tempered with prudence ; fertility of invention 
aided by experience ; difcernment to penetrate 
the defigns of their enemies ; a provident faga- 
city in conducing their own meafures ; in a 
word, all the talents, which form great com- 
manders and enfure victory, were confpicuous. 
Among the French, thefe qualities were either 
wanting, or the very reverfe of them abounded ; 
nor could they boaft of one man (unlefs we ex- 

cept 
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cept Lautrec, who was always unfortunate) that 
equalled the merit of Pefcara, Leyva, Guailo, 
the prince of Orange, and other leaders, whom 
Charles had to fet in oppofition to them. Bour- 
bon, Morone, Doria, who by their abilities and 
conduct might have been capable of balancing 
the fuperiority which the Imperialifts had ac- 
quired, were induced to abandon the fervice of 
France, by the careleffnefs of the king, and the 
malice or injuftice of his counfellors ; and the 
moft fatal blows given to France during the pro- 
grefs of the war, proceeded from the defpair and 
refentment of thefe three perfons. 

The hard conditions to which Francis was 
obliged to fubmit were not the moft afflifting 
circumftances to him in the treaty of Cambray. 
He loft his reputation and the confidence of all 
Europe, by abandoning his allies to his rival. 
Unwilling to enter into the details neceftary for 
adjufting their interefts, or afraid that whatever 
he claimed for them muft have been purchafed 
by farther conceflions on his own part, he gave 
them up in a body ; and without the leaft pro- 
vifion in their behalf, left the Venetians, the 
Florentines, the duke of Ferrara, together with 
fuch of the Neapolitan barons as had joined his 
army, to the mercy of the emperor. They ex- 
claimed loudly againft this bafe and perfidious 
adtion, of which Francis himfelf was fo much 
aftiamed, that, in order to avoid the pain of hear- 
ing from their ambaffadors the reproaches which 
he juftly merited, it was feme time before he 
would confent to allow them an audience. 
Charles, on the other hand, was attentive to the 
intereft of every perfon who had adhered to him ; 

d 3 the 
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the rights of fome of his Flemifh fubjefls, who 
had eitates or pretenfions in France, were fecured; 
one article was inferted, obliging Francis to re- 
ftore the blood and memory of the conftable 
Bourbon ; and to grant his heirs the pofleffion of 
his lands which had been forfeited ; another, by 
which indemnification was ftipulated for thole 
French gentlemen who had accompanied Bour- 
bon in his exile c. This conduit, laudable in it- 
felf, and placed in the molt linking light by a 
comparifon with that of Francis, gained Charles 
as much efteem as the fuccefs of his arms had 
acquired him glory. 

Francis did not treat the king of England with 
the fame negleit as his other allies. He com- 
municated to him all the Heps of his negotiation 
at Cambray, and luckily found that monarch in 
a fituation which left him no choice, but to ap- 
prove implicitly of his meafures, and to concur 
with them. Henry had been foliciting the pope 
for fome time, in order to obtain a divorce from 
Catharine of Aragon his queen. Several motives 
combined in prompting the king to urge his 
fuit. As he was powerfully influenced at fome 
feafons by religious confiderations, he entertained 
many fcruples concerning the legitimacy of his 
marriage with his brother’s widow ; his affections 
had long been eltranged from the queen, who 
was older than himfelf, and had loft all the 
charms which fhe poffeffed at the earlier part 
of her life ; he was paffionately defirous of having 
male iffue : Wolfey artfully fortified his fcruples, 

c Guic. 1. xix. p. 545. P. Heuter. Rcr. Auftr. lib. x. 
c. 4. p. 435. 
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and encouraged his hopes, that he might widen 
the breach between him and the emperor, Ca- 
thaiine’s nephew, and, what was more forcible 
perhaps in its operation than all thefe united, the 
king had conceived a violent love for the cele- 
brated Ann Boleyn, a young lady of great 
beauty, and of greater accomplifhments, whom, 
as he found it impofiible to gain her on other 
terms, he determined to raife to the throne. 
The papal authority had often been interpofed 
to grant divorces for reafons lefs fpecious than 
thole which Henry produced. When the matter 
was firft; propofed to Clement, during his im- 
prifonment in the caftle of St. Angelo, as his 
hopes of recovering liberty depended entirely 
on the king of England, and his ally of France, 
he exprelfed the warmelt inclination to gratify 
him. But no fooner was he fet free, than he 
difcovered other fentiments. Charles, who ef- 
poufed the protedlion of his aunt with zeal in- 
flamed by refentment, alarmed the pope on the 
one hand with threats, which made a deep im- 
preffion on his timid mind; and allured him on 
the other with thofe promifes in favour of his 
family, which he afterwards accompliihed. Upon 
the profpeft of thefe, Clement not only forgot 
all his obligations to Henry, but ventured to 
endanger the intereft of the Romifli religion in 
England, and tq run the rifque of alienating that 
kingdom for ever from the obedience of the papal 
fee. After amufing Henry during two years, 
with all the fubtleties and chicane which the 
court of Rome can fo dexteroufly employ to 
protract or defeat any caufe ; after difplaying 
the whole extent of his ambiguous and deceitful 

policy, 
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policy, the intricacies of which the Englifh hif- 
torians, to whom it properly belongs, have found 
it no eafy matter to trace and unravel; he, at 
laft, recalled the powers of the delegates, whom 
he had appointed to judge in the point, avocated 
the caufe to Rome, leaving the king no other 
hope of obtaining a divorce, but from the per- 
fonal decifion of the pope himfelf. As Clement 
■was now in ftrift alliance with the emperor, who 
had purchafed his friendfliip by the exorbitant 
conceflions which have been mentioned, Henry 
defpaired of procuring any fentence from the 
former but what was dictated by the latter. 
His honour, however, and pafiions concurred in 
preventing him from relinquifhing his fcheme of 
a divorce, which he determined to accomplifh 
by other means, and at any rate ; and the con- 
tinuance of Francis’s friendihip being neceflary 
to counterbalance the emperor’s power, he, in 
order to fecure that, not only offered no remon- 
ftrances againft the total negleft of their allies, 
in the treaty of Cambray, but made Francis 
the prefent of a large fum, as a brotherly con- 
tribution towards the payment of the ranfom for 
his fons 

Soon after the treaty of peace was concluded, 
the emperor landed in Italy with a numerous 
train of the Spanifh nobility, and a confiderable 
body of troops [Aug. 12J. He left the go- 
vernment of Spain, during his abfence, to the 
emprefs Ifabella. By his long refidence in that 
country, he had acquired fuch thorough know- 
ledge of the charafter of the people, that he 

d Herbert. Mem. de Bellay, p. J22. 
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could perfeftly accommodate the maxims of his 
government to their genius. He could even affume, 
upon fome occafions, fuch popular manners, as 
gained wonderfully upon the Spaniards. A Unk- 
ing inftanee of his difpofition to gratify them had 
occurred a few days before he embarked for Italy : 
he was to make his public entry into the city of 
Barcelona ; and fome doubts having arifen among 
the inhabitants, whether they (hould receive him 
as emperor, or as count of Barcelona ; Charles 
inilantly decided in favour of the latter, declar- 
ing that he was more proud of that ancient title, 
than of his Imperial crown. Soothed with this 
flattering expreifion of his regard, the citizens 
welcomed him with acclamations of joy, and the 
Hates of the province fwore allegiance to his fon 
Philip, as heir of the county of Barcelona. A 
fimilar oath had been taken in all the kingdoms 
of Spain, with equal fatisfacb'on c. 

The emperor appeared in Italy with the pomp 
and power of a conqueror. Ambafladors from 
all the princes and Hates of that country attended 
his court, waiting to receive his deciiion with 
regard to their fate. At Genoa, where he fir it 
landed, he was received with the acclamations 
due to the protedlor of their liberties. Having 
honoured Doria with many marks of diilindtion, 
and beflowed on the republic feveral new privi- 
leges, he proceeded to Bologna, the place fixed 
upon for his interview with the pope [Nov. y]. 
He affedled to unite in his public entry into that 
city the Hate and majeHy that fuited an emperor, 
with the humility becoming an obedient Ion of 

c Sandov. ii. p. 50. Ferrer, ix, n6. 
the 
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the church ; and while at the head of twenty 
thoufand veteran foldiers, able to give law to all 
Italy, he kneeled down to kifs the feet of that 
very pope whom he had fo lately detained a pri- 
foner. The Italians, after fullering fo much 
from the ferocity and licentioufnefs of his armies, 
and after having been long accuftomed to form 
in their imagination a pifture of Charles, which 
bore fome refemblance to that of the barbarous 
monarchs of the Goths or Huns, who had for- 
merly afflifted their country with like calamities, 
were furprifed to fee a prince of a graceful ap- 
pearance, affable and courteous in his deportment, 
of regular manners, and of exemplary attention 
to all the offices of religion f. They were Hill 
more aftonilhed when he fettled all the concerns 
of the princes and ftates which now depended on 
him, with a degree of moderation and equity much 
beyond what they had expected. 

Charles himfelf, when he fet out from Spain, 
far from intending to give any fuch extraordinary 
proof of his felf-denial, feems to have been re- 
folved to avail himfelf to the utmoft of the fu- 
periority which he had acquired in Italy. But 
various circumftances concurred in pointing out 
the neceffity of purfuing a very different courfe. 
The progrefs of the Turkilh fultan, who, after 
over-running Hungary, had penetrated into 
Auftria [Sept. 13], and laid fiege to Vienna 
with an army of an hundred and fifty thoufand 
men, loudly called upon him to colleft his whole 
force to oppofe that torrent; and though the 
valour of the Germans, the prudent conduft of 

f Sandov. Hift. delEmp. Carl. V. ii. 50. 53, &c. 
Ferdinand, 
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Ferdinand, together with the treachery of the 
vizier, foon obliged Solyman to abandon that 
enterprife with difgrace and lofs [Oct. 16], the 
religious diforders ftill growing in Germany ren- 
dered the prefence of the emperor highly necef- 
fary there ? : the Florentines, inftead of giving 
their confent to the re-eftablifhment of the Me- 
dici, which, by the treaty of Barcelona, the 
emperor had bound himfelf to procure, were 
preparing to defend their liberty by force of 
arms ; the preparations for his journey had in- 
volved him in unufual expences ; and on this, as 
well as many other occalions, the multiplicity of 
his affairs, together with the narrownefs of his 
revenues, obliged him to contract the fchemes 
which his boundlefs ambition was apt to form, 
and to forego prefent and certain advantages, that 
he might guard againft more remote but unavoid- 
able dangers. Charles, from all thefe conlider- 
ations, tinding it necelfary to affume an air of 
moderation, adled his part with a good grace. He 
admitted Sforza into his prefence, and not only 
gave him a full pardon of all pafl offences, but 
granted him the invefliture of the dutchy, toge- 
ther with his niece the king of Denmark’s 
daughter in marriage. He allowed the duke 
of Ferrara to keep poffeffion of all his dominions, 
adjufling the points in difpute between him and 
the pope with an impartiality not very agreeable 
to the latter. He came to a final accommodation 
with theVenetians, upon the reafonable condition 
of their refloring whatever they had ufurped 
during the late war, either in the Neapolitan or 

8 Sle'uUn, 121. Guic. 1. xx. 550. 
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papal territories. In return for fo many con- 
cefiions, he exafted confiderable fums from each 
of the powers with whom he treated, which they 
paid without reluftance, and which afforded 
him the means of proceeding on his journey to- 
wards Germany with a magnificence fuitable to 
his dignity h. 

l53°0 Thefe treaties, which reftored tran- 
quillity to Italy after a tedious war, the calami- 
ties of which had chiefly affedfied that country, 
were publifhed at Bologna with great folemnity 
on the firft day of the year one thoufand five 
hundred and thirty, amidll the univerfal accla- 
mations of the people, applauding the emperor, 
to whofe moderation and generofity they afcribed 
the bleffings of peace which they had fo long de- 
fired. The Florentines alone did not partake of 
this general joy. Animated with a zeal for 
liberty more laudable than prudent, they deter- 
mined to oppofe the reftoration of the Medici. 
The Imperial army had already entered their 
territories, and formed the fiege of their capital. 
But though deferted by all their allies, and left 
without any hope of fuccour, they defended 
themfelves many months with an obilinate valour 
worthy of better fuccefs; and even when they 
fin rendered, they obtained a capitulation which 
gave them hopes of fecuring fome remains of 
their liberty. But the emperor, from his defire 
to gratify the pope, fruftrated all their expecta- 
tions, and abolifhed their ancient form of govern- 
ment, raifed Alexander di Medici to the fame 
abfolute dominion over that ftate, which his 

Sandov. ii. 55, &c. 
family 
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family have retained to the prefent times. Phili- 
bert de Chalons, prince of Orange, the Imperial 
general, was killed during this liege. His eftate 
and titles defcended to his filler Claude de Cha- 
lons, who was married to Rene, count ofNaffau, 
and Ihe tranfmitted to her pofterity of the houfe 
of Naffau the title of princes of Orange, which, 
by their fuperior talents and valour, they have 
rendered fo iilultrious *. 

After the publication of the peace at Bologna, 
and the ceremony of his coronation as king of 
Lombardy and emperor of the Romans [Feb. 
22 and 24], which the pope performed with the 
accuHomed formalities, nothing detained Charles 
in Italy k ; and he began to prepare for his jour- 
ney to Germany. His prefence became every 
day more neceffary in that country, and was 
folicited with equal importunity by the catholics 
and by the favourers of the new doftrines. 
During that long interval of tranquillity, which 
the abfence of the emperor, the contefts between 
him and the pope, and his attention to the war 
with France, aftorded them, the latter had gained 
much ground. Moll of the princes who had 
embraced Luther’s opinions, had not only efta- 
blilhed in their territories that form of worlhip 
which he approved, but had entirely fuppreffed 
the rites of the Romilh church. Many of the 
free cities had imitated their condudl. Almoll 
one half the Germanic body had revolted from 
the papal fee, and its authority, even in thofe 

l Guic. 1. xx. p. 341, &c. P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. ii, 
c. 4. p.236. k H. Cornel. Agrippa dc duplici corona- 
tione Car. V. ap. Scard. ii. 266. 
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provinces which had not hitherto fhaken off the 
yoke, was conliderably weakened, partly by the 
example of revolt in the neighbouring dates, 
partly by the fecret progrefs of the reformed 
do&rine even in thofe countries where it was not 
openly embraced. Whatever fatisfaftion the em- 
peror, while he was at open enmity with the fee 
of Rome, might have felt in thofe events which 
tended to mortify and embarrafs the pope, he 
could not help perceiving now, that the religious 
divifions in Germany would, in the end, prove 
extremely hurtful to the Imperial authority. The 
weaknefs of former emperors had fuffered the 
great vaffals of the empire to make fuch fucceff- 
ful encroachments upon their power and prero- 
gative, that during the whole courfe of a war, 
which had often required the exertion of his ut- 
moft ftrength, Charles hardly drew any effedlual 
aid from Germany, and found that magnificent 
titles or obfolete pretenfions were almoft the only 
advantages which he had gained by fwaying the 
Imperial fceptre. He became fully fenfible, that 
if he did not recover in fome degree the preroga- 
tives which his predecefibrs had loll, and acquire 
the authority, as well as poffefs the name, of head 
of the empire, his high dignity would contribute 
more to obftruft than to promote his ambitious 
fchemes. Nothing, he faw, was more effential 
towards attaining this, than to fupprefs opinions 
which might form new bonds of confederacy 
among the princes of the empire, and unite them 
by ties ftronger and more facred than any poli- 
tical conneftion. Nothing feemed to lead more 
certainly to the accompliflunent of his dcfign, than 

I to 
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to employ zeal for the eftablifhed religion, of 
which he was the natural protestor, as the in- 
ftrument of extending his civil authority. 

Accordingly, a profpedd no fooner opened of 
coming to an accommodation with the pope, 
than, by the emperor’s appointment, a diet of 
the empire was held at Spires [March 15,1529], 
in order to take into coniideration the ftate of re- 
ligion. The decree of the diet aflembled there 
in the year one thoufand five hundred and twenty- 
fix, which was almoft equivalent to a toleration 
of Luther’s opinions, had given great offence 
to the reft of Chriftendom. The greateft deli- 
cacy of addrefs, however, was requifite in pro- 
ceeding to any decifion more rigorous. The 
minds of men, kept in perpetual agitation by a 
controverfy carried on, during twelve years, 
without intermifiion of debate, or abatement of 
zeal, were now inflamed to an high degree. 
They were accuftomed to innovations, and faw 
the boldeft of them fuccefsful. Having not only 
aboliflied old rites, but fubftituted new forms in 
their place, they were influenced as much by 
attachment to the fyftem which they had em- 
braced, as by averfion to that which they had 
abandoned. Luther himfelf, of a fpirit not to 
be worn out by the length and obftinacy of the 
combat, or to become remifs upon i'uccefs, con- 
tinued the attack with as much vigour as he had 
begun it. His difciples, of whom many equalled 
him in zeal, and fome furpaffed him in learning, 
were no lefs capable than their mailer to con- 
ducl the controverfy in the propereft manner. 
Many of the laity, fome even of the princes, 
trained up amidft thefe inceffant difputations, 

e 2 and 
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and in the habit of liftening to the arguments of 
the contending parties, who alternately appealed 
to them as judges, came to be profoundly lldlled 
in all the queilions which were agitated, and, 
upon occafion, could ihew themfelves not inex- 
pert in any of the arts with which thefe theolo- 
gical encounters were managed. It was obvious 
from all thefe circumftances, that any violent 
decifion of the diet muft have immediately pre- 
cipitated matters into confufion, and have 
kindled in Germany the flames of a religious 
war. All, therefore, that the archduke, and 
the other commiffioners appointed by the empe- 
ror, demanded of the diet, was, to enjoin thofe 
ftates of the empire which had hitherto obeyed 
the decree iflued againft Luther at Worms, in 
the year one thoufand five hundred and twenty- 
four, to perfevere in the obfervation of it, and 
to prohibit the other ftates from attempting any 
farther innovation in religion, particularly from 
abolifhing the mafs, before the meeting of a ge- 
neral council. After much difpute, a decree to 
that effeft was approved of by a majority of 
voices b 

The eleftor of Saxony, the marquis of Bran- 
denburgh, the landgrave of Heffe, the dukes of 
Lunenburgh, the prince of Anhalt, together 
with the deputies of fourteen Imperial or free 
cities m, entered a folemn proteft againft this de- 
cree, as unjuft and impious [April 19]. On 

1 Sleld. Hlft. 117. 
ra The fourteen cities were Stra/burgh, Nuremburgh, Ulm, 

Conftance, Reutlingen, Windfheim, Meinengen, Lindaw, 
Kempten, Hailbron, Ifna, Weifiemburgh, Nordlingen, 
and St. Gai. 
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that account they were diftinguifhed by the name 
of PROTESTANTS", an appellation which 
hath fince become better known, and more 
honourable, by its being applied indifcriminately 
to all the fefts, of whatever denomination, which 
have revolted from the Roman fee. Not fatisfied 
with this declaration of their dilfent from the 
decree of the diet, the proteftants fent ambaf- 
fadors into Italy, to lay their grievances before 
the emperor, from whom they met with the moll 
difcouraging reception. Charles was at that 
time in clofe union with the pope, and felicitous 
to attach him inviolably to his intereft. During 
their long refidence at Bologna, they held many 
confultations concerning the moft effectual means 
of extirpating the hereiies which had fprung up 
in Germany. Clement, whofe cautious and 
timid mind the propofal of a general council filled 
with horror, even beyond what popes, the con- 
ftant enemies of fuch affemblies, ufually feel, 
employed every argument to diffuade the empe- 
ror from confenting to that meafure. He repre- 
fented general councils as factious, ungovern- 
able, prefumptuous, formidable to civil autho- 
rity, and too flow in their operations to remedy 
diforders which required an immediate cure. 
Experience, he faid, had now taught both the 
emperor and himfelf, that forbearance and lenity, 
inftead of foothing the fpirit of innovation, had 
rendered it more enterprifing and prefumptuous; 
it was neceffary, therefore, to have recourfe to 
the rigorous methods which fuch a defperatc 
cafe required ; Leo’s fentence of excommunica- 
tion, together with the decree of the diet at 

* Skid. Hift, 119, F. Paul. Hilt. p. 45. Seckend.ii. 127. 
e 3 Worms* 
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Worms, fhould be carried into execution, and 
it was incumbent on the emperor to employ 
his whole power, in order to overawe thofe, on 
whom the reverence due either to ecclefiaftical 
or civil authority had no longer any influence. 
Charles, whofe views were very different from 
the pope’s, and who became daily more fenfible 
how obftinate and deep-rooted the evil was, 
thought of reconciling the proteftants by means 
lefs violent, and confidered the convocation of a 
council as no improper expedient for that pur- 
pofe; but promifed, if gentler arts failed of 
fuccefs, that then he would exert himfelf 
with rigour to reduce to the obedience of the 
holy fee thofe ftubborn enemies of the catholic 
faitil °. 

Such were the fentiments with which the em- 
peror fet out for Germany, having already ap- 
pointed a diet of the empire to be held at 
Augfburg [March 22, 1530]. In his journey 
towards that city, he had many opportunities of 
obferving the difpolition of the Germans with 
regard to the points in controverfy, and found 
their minds every where fo much irritated and 
inflamed, as convinced him, that nothing tending 
to feverity 01 rigour ought to be attempted, until 
all other meafures proved ineffeciual. He made his 
public entry into Auglhurg with extraordinary 
pomp [June 15], and found there fuch a fullaf- 
fembly of the members of the diet, as was fuitable 
both to the importance of the affairs which were to 
come under their confideration, and to the honour 

0 F. Paul, xlvii. Seek. 1. ii. 142. Hill, de ConfelT. 
d’Auxbourgb, par D. Chy ere us, 410. Antw, 1572. p. 6. 
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of an emperor, who, after a long abfence,returned 
to them crowned with reputation and fuccefs. 
His prefence feems to have communicated to all 
parties an unufual fpirit of moderation and defire 
of peace. The eleftor of Saxony would not 
permit Luther to accompany him to the diet, 
left, he ftiould offend the emperor by bringing 
into his prefence a perfon excommunicated by the 
pope, and who had been the author of all thofe 
diffenfions which it now appeared fo difficult to 
compofe. At the emperor’s defire, all the pro- 
teftant princes forbad the divines who accompa- 
nied them to preach in public during their re- 
fidence at Augftnirg. For the fame reafon they 
employed Melanfthon, the man of the greateft 
learning, as well as of the moft pacific and gentle 
fpirit among the reformers, to draw up a con- 
feffion of their faith, expreffed in terms as little 
often five to the Roman catholics, as a regard for 
truth would permit. Melanclhon, who feldom 
fuffered the rancour of controverfy to envenom 
his ftyle, even in writings purely polemical, ex- 
ecuted a talk fo agreeable to his natural difpo- 
iition with great moderation and addrefs. The 
creed which he compofed, known by the name 
of the ConfeJJion of ylugjburg, from the place 
where it was prefented, was read publicly in the 
diet. Some popilh divines were appointed to 
examine it; they brought in their animadver- 
fions; a difpute enfued between them and 
Melanfthon, feconded by fome of his brethren ; 
but though Meian&hon foftened fome articles, 
made conceffions with regard to others, and put 
the leaft exceptionable fenfe upon all; though 
the emperor himfelf laboured with great earneft- 
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nefs to reconcile the contending parties ; fo many 
marks of diftinftion were now eftablirtied, and 
fuch infuperable barriers placed between the two 
churches, that all hopes of bringing about a 
coalition feemed utterly defperate p. 

From the divines, among whom his endea- 
vours had been fo unfuccefsful, Charles turned 
to the princes their patrons. Nor did he hnd 
them, how defirous foever of accommodation, or 
willing to oblige the emperor, more difpofed 
than the former to renounce their opinions. At 
that time, zeal for religion took polTeffion of 
the minds of men, to a degree which can fcarcely 
be conceived by thofe who live in an age when 
the palhons excited by the firfl: manifeftation of 
truth, and the firit recovery of liberty, have in a 
great meafure ceafed to operate. This zeal 
was then of fuch ftrength as to overcome at- 
tachment to their political intereft, which is 
commonly the predominant motive among 
princes. The elector of Saxony, the landgrave 
of Helfe, and other chiefs of the proteftants, 
though folicited feparately by the emperor, and 
allured by the promife or profpedt of thofe ad- 
vantages which it was known they were molt fe- 
licitous to attain, refufed, with a fortitude highly 
worthy of imitation, to abandon what they 
deemed the caufe of God, for the fake of any 
earthly acquifition 1. 

Every fcheme in order to gain or difunite the 
proteftant party proving abortive, nothing now 

P Seckend. lib. ii. 159, &c. Abr. Sculteti Annales 
Evangelici ap. Herm. Von der Hard. Hift. Liter. Reform. 
Lipf. 1717. fol. p. 159. 

9 Sleid. 13s. Scultet. Annal. 158. 
remained 



I530-] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 45 
remained for the emperor but to take fome vi- 
gorous meafures towards aflerting the doctrines 
and authority of the eftabliihed church. Thefe, 
Campeggio, the papal nuncio, had always re- 
commended as the only proper and effeftual 
courfe of dealing with fuch obllinate heretics. 
In compliance with his opinions and remon- 
ftrances, the diet iffued a decree [Nov. 19J, 
condemning moft of the peculiar tenets held by 
the proteftants ; forbidding any perfon to protect 
or tolerate fuch as taught them; enjoining a 
ftrift obfervance of the eftablifhed rites; and 
prohibiting any further innovation under fevere 
penalties. All orders of men were required to 
affilt with their perfons and fortunes in carrying 
this decree into execution ; and fuch as refufed 
to obey it were declared incapable of afting as 
judges, or of appearing as parties in the Impe- 
rial chamber, the fupreme court of judicature in 
the empire. To all which was fubjoined a pro- 
mife, that an application Ihould be made to the 
pope, requiring him to call a general council 
within fix months, in order to terminate all con- 
troverfies by its fovereign decifionsr. 

The feverity of this decree, which was con- 
fidered as a prelude to the moft violent perfe- 
cution, alarmed the proteftants, and convinced 
them that the emperor was refolved on their de- 
ftruftion. The dread of thofe calamities which 
were ready to fall on the church, oppreffed the 
feeble fpirit of Melanfthon ; and, as if the caufe 
had already been defperate, he gave himfelf up 
to melancholy and lamentation. But Luther, 

r Sleid. 139. 
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who during the meeting of the diet had endea- 
voured to confirm and animate his party by feve- 
ral treatifes which he addreffed to them, was 
not difconcerted or difmayed at the profpedt of 
this new” danger. He comforted Melanfthon, 
and his other defponding difciples, and exhorted 
the princes not to abandon thofe truths which 
they had lately afferted with fuch laudable bold- 
nefss. His exhortations made the deeper im- 
prefiion upon them, as they were greatly alarmed 
at that time by the account of a combination 
among the popilh princes of the empire for the 
maintenance of the eftablifhed religion, to which 
Charles himfelf had acceded1. This convinced 
them that it was necefl'ary to Hand on their 
guard ; and that their own fafety, as well as the 
luccefs of their caufe, depended on union. Filled 
with this dread of the adverfe party, and with 
thefe fentiments concerning the conduct proper 
for themfelves, they afi'embled at Smalkalde. 
There they concluded a league of mutual de- 
fence againlt all aggrelfors11 [Dec. 22], by 
which they formed the proteftant Hates of the 
empire into one regular body ; and beginning 
already to confider themfelves as fuch, they re- 
folved to apply to the kings of France and 
England, and to implore them to patronize and 
afiilt their new confederacy. 

An affair not connedted with religion furnilhed 
them with a pretence for courting the aid of 
foreign princes. Charles, whofe ambitious views 
enlarged in proportion to the increafe of his 

8 Seek. ii. 1S0. Sleid. 140. t Seek. ii. 200. 
iii. n. u Sleid. Hill. 142. 

power 



153°,3 emperor Charles v. 47 
power and grandeur, had formed a fcheme of 
continuing the Imperial crown in his family, by 
procuring his brother Ferdinand to be defied 
king of the Romans. The prefent jundlure 
was favourable for the execution of that ddign. 
The emperor’s arms had been every where victo- 
rious ; he had given law to all Europe at the 
late peace ; no rival now remained in a condition 
to balance or to control him ; and the eleftors, 
dazzled with the fplendour of his fuccefs, or 
overawed by the greatnefs of his power, durft 
fcarcely difpute the will of a prince, whofe feli- 
citations carried with them the authority of 
commands. Nor did he want plaufible reafons 
to enforce the meafure. The affairs of his other 
kingdoms, he faid, obliged him to be often ab- 
fent from Germany ; the growing diforders oc- 
cafioned by the controverlies about religion, as 
well as the formidable neighbourhood of the 
Turks, who continually threatened to break in 
with their defolating armies into the heart of the 
empire, required the conllant prefence of a 
prince endowed with prudence capable of com- 
pofing the former, and with power as well as 
valour fufficient to repel the latter. His brother 
Ferdinand poffeffed thefe qualities in an emi- 
nent degree; by refiding long in Germany, he 
had acquired a thorough knowledge of its 
conftitution and manners ; having been prefent 
almoft from the firft rife of the religious dif- 
fenlions, he knew what remedies were molt 
proper, what the Germans could bear, and how 
to apply them; as his own dominions lay on 
the Turkilh frontier, he was the natural defender 

of 
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of Germany againfl the invafions of the infidels, 
being prompted by intereft no lefs than he would 
be bound in duty to oppofe them. 

Thefe arguments made little impreifion on 
the protellants. Experience taught them, that 
nothing had contributed more to the undifturbed 
progrefs of their opinions, than the interregnum 
after Maximilian’s death, the long abfence of 
Charles, and the flacknefs of the reins of go- 
vernment which thefe occafioned. Confcious 
of the advantages which their caufe had derived 
from this relaxation of government, they were 
unwilling to render it more vigorous, by giving 
themfelves a new and a fixed mailer. They per- 
ceived clearly the extent of Charles’s ambition, 
that he aimed at rendering the Imperial crown 
hereditary in his family, and would of courfe ef- 
tablilh in the empire an abiolute dominion, to 
which elective princes could not have afpired 
with equal facility. They determined therefore 
to oppofe the election of Ferdinand with the ut- 
moll vigour, and to roufe their countrymen, by 
their example and exhortations, to withlland this 
encroachment on their liberties. The elector 
of Saxony, accordingly, not only refufed to be 
prefent at the electoral college, which the empe- 
ror fummoned to meet at Cologne [January 5, 
1531], but inltructcd his eldelt fon to appear 
there, and to protell againll the election as in- 
formal, illegal, contrary to the articles of the 
golden bull, and fubverlive of the liberties of 
the empire. But the other electors, whom 
Charles had been at great pains to gain, with- 
out regarding either his abfence or proteft, chofe 

Ferdinand 
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Ferdinand king of the Romans ; who a few days 
after was crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle x. 

When the proteftants, who were affembled a 
fecond time at Smalkalde, received an account 
of this tranfaction, and heard, at the fame time, 
that profecutions were commenced, in the Im- 
perial chamber, againit fome of their number, on 
account of their religious principles, they thought 
it necelfary, not only to renew their former con- 
federacy, but immediately to difpatch their am- 
baffadors into France and England [Feb. 29]. 
Francis had obferved, with all the jealoufy of a 
rival, the reputation which the emperor had ac- 
quired by his feeming difintereilednefs and mo- 
deration in fettling the affairs of Italy ; and be- 
held with great concern the fuccefsful ffep which 
he had taken towards perpetuating and extending 
his authority in Germany by the eledlion of a 
king of the Romans. Nothing, however, wrould 
have been more impolitic than to precipitate his 
kingdom into a new war when exhauited by ex- 
traordinary efforts, and difcouraged by ill fuc- 
cefs, before it had got time to recruit its ftrength, 
or to forget paft misfortunes. As no provocation 
had been given by the emperor, and hardly a 
pretext for a rupture had been afforded him, he 
could not violate a treaty of peace which he him- 
felf had fo lately folicited, without forfeiting the 
elteem of all Europe, and being detefted as a 
prince void of probity and honour. He obferved, 
with great joy, powerful faftions beginning to 
form in the empire j he liffened with the utmoil 

* Sleid. 142. Seek, hi. 1. P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr, 
lib. x. c. 6. p. 240. 

vol. in. F eagernefs 



THE REIGN OF THE B. V. 50 
eagernefs to the complaints of the proteftant 
princes; and without feeming to countenance 
their religious opinions, determined fecretly to 
cherifh thofe fparks of political difcord which 
might be afterwards kindled into a flame. For 
this purpofe, he fent William de Bellay, one of 
the ablelt negotiators in France, into Germany, 
who vifiting the courts of the malcontent princes, 
and heightening their ill humour by various arts, 
concluded an alliance between them and his maf- 
ter*, which, though concealed at that time, and 
produftive of no immediate effects, laid the 
foundation of an union fatal on many occafions 
to Charles’s ambitious projects ; and fliewed 
the difcontented princes of Germany, where, 
for the future, they might find a proteftor no 
lefs able than willing to undertake their de- 
fence againft the encroachments of the emperor. 

The king of England, highly incenfed againft 
Charles, in complaii'ance to whom the pope had 
long retarded, and now openly oppofed his di- 
vorce, was no lefs difpofed than Francis to 
ftrengthen a league which might be rendered fo 
formidable to the emperor. But his favourite 
project of the divorce led him into fuch a laby- 
rinth of fchemes and negotiations, and he was, 
at the fame time, fo intent on abolilhing the 
papal jurifdiftion in England, that he had no 
leifure for foreign affairs. This obliged him to 
reft fatisfied with giving general promifes, to- 
gether with a fmall fupply in money, to the con- 
federates of Smalkalde z. 

Y Bellay, 129, a. 130, b. Seek, iii. 14. 
* Herbert, 152.154. 

Meanwhile, 



153I,1 EMPEROR CHARLES V. 51 
Meanwhile, many circumftances convinced 

Charles that this was not a juncture when the 
extirpation of herefy was to be attempted with 
violence and rigour; that, in compliance with 
the pope’s inclinations, he had already proceed- 
ed with imprudent precipitation ; and that it was 
more his intereft to confolidate Germany into 
one united and vigorous body, than to divide and 
enfeeble it by a civil war. The proteftants, who 
were confiderable as well by their numbers as by 
their zeal, had acquired additional weight and 
importance by their joining in that confederacy 
into which the rafh fteps taken at Auglburg 
had forced them. Having now difeovered their 
own ftrength, they defpifed the decifions of the 
Imperial chamber; and being fecure of foreign 
proteftion, were ready to fet the head of the em- 
pire at defiance. At the fame time the peace 
with France was precarious, the friendlhip of 
an irrefolute and interefted pontiff was not to be 
relied on ; and Solyman, in order to repair the 
diferedit and lofs which his arms had fultained 
in the former campaign, was preparing to enter 
Auftria with more numerous forces. On all 
thefe accounts, efpecially the laft, a fpeedy ac- 
commodation with the malcontent princes became 
neceffary, not only for the accomplifhment of 
his future fchemes, but for enfuring his prefent 
fafety. Negotiations were, accordingly, carried 
on by his direftion with the elettor of Saxony 
and his affociates ; after many delays, occafioned 
by their jealoufy of the emperor, and of each 
other, after innumerable difficulties, arifing from 
the inflexible nature of religious tenets, which 
cannot admit of being altered, modified, or re- 

f 2 linquifhed 
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linquifhcd in the fame manner as points of poll* 
tical in t ere It, terms of pacification were agreed 
upon at Nuremberg [July 23J, and ratified fo- 
lemnly in the diet at Ratifbon [Aug. 3]. In 
this treaty it was itipulated, That univerfal peace 
be eftablifhed in Germany, until the meeting 
of a general council, the convocation of which 
within fix months the emperor (hall endeavour 
to procure; That no perfon fhall be molelted 
on account of religion ; That a Hop lhall be 
put to all proceffes begun by the Imperial 
chamber againft proteilants, and the fentences 
already paffed to their detriment lhall be declared 
void. On their part, the proteftants engaged to 
afilit the emperor with all their forces in refilling 
the invalion of the Turks3. Thus, by their 
firmnefs in adhering to their principles, by the 
unanimity with which they urged all their claims, 
and by their dexterity in availing themfelves 
of the emperor’s fituation, the proteilants obtain- 
ed terms which amounted almoft to a toleration 
of their religion ; all the concefilons were made 
by Charles, none by them; even the favourite 
point of their approving his brother’s election 
was not mentioned ; and the proteilants of Ger- 
many, who had hitherto been viewed only as a 
religious fedt, came henceforth to be confidered 
as a political body of no fmall confequence b. 

1532.J The intelligence which Charles received 
of Solyman’s having entered Hungary at the head 
of three hundred thoufand men, brought the de- 
liberations of the diet of Ratilbon to a period ; 

a Du Mont Corps Diplomatique, tom. iv. part ii. S7. 89. 
i> SleiJ. 149, &c. Seek. iii. 19. 
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the contingent both of troops and money, which 
each prince was to furnifh towards the defence 
of the empire, having been already fettled. The 
proteftants, as a teftimony of their gratitude to 
the emperor, exerted themfelves with extraordi- 
nary zeal, and brought into the field forces 
which exceeded in number the quota impofed bn 
them; the catholics imitating their example, 
one of the greateft and belt appointed armies 
that had ever been levied in Germany, alfembled 
near Vienna. Being joined by a body of Spanifh 
and Italian veterans under the marquis del 
Guafto ; by fome heavy-armed cavalry from the 
Low-Countries; and by the troops which Fer- 
dinand had raifed in Bohemia, Auftria, and his 
other territories, it amounted in all to ninety 
thoufand difciplined foot, and thirty thoufand 
horfe, befides a prodigious fwarm of irregulars. 
Of this vaft army, worthy the firft prince in 
Chriftendom, the emperor took the command 
in perfon ; and mankind waited in fufpenfe the 
Ifiue of a decifive battle between the two greatefl 
monarchs in the world. But each of them dread- 
ing the other’s power and good fortune, they 
both conducted their operations with fuch excef- 
five caution, that a campaign, for which fuch 
immenfe preparations had been made, ended 
without any memorable event (^September and 
October]. Solyman, finding it impoffible to 
gain ground upon an enemy always attentive and 
on his guard, marched back to Conftantinople 
towards the end of autumn c. It is remarkable, 

c Jovii Hift. lib. xxx. p. 100, &c. Barre Hilt, de I’Em- 
pire.i. 8. 347. 
' F 3 that 
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that in fuch a martial age, when every gentleman 
was a foldier, and every prince a general, this 
was the firlt time that Charles, who had already 
carried on fuch extenfive wars, and gained fo 
many vidtories, appeared at the head of his 
troops. In this firft effay of his arms, to have 
oppofed fuch a leader as Solyman was no fmall 
honour ; to have obliged him to retreat, merited 
very confiderable praife. 

About the beginning of this campaign, the 
elettor of Saxony died [Aug. 16], and was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon JohnFrederick. The reformation 
rather gained than loft by that event; the new 
eleftor, no lefs attached than his predeceffors to 
the opinions of Luther, occupied the ftation which 
they had held at the head of the proteftant party, 
and defended, with the boldnefs and zeal of 
youth, that caufe which they had foftered and 
reared with the caution of more advanced age. 

Immediately after the retreat of the Turks, 
Charles, impatient to revifit Spain, fet out on his 
way thither, for Italy. As he was extremely 
defirous of an interview with the pope, they met 
a fecond time at Bologna, with the fame external 
demonftrations of refpecl and friendftiip, but 
with little of that confidence which had fubfifted 
between them during their late negotiations 
there. Clement was much diftatisfied with the 
emperor’s proceedings at Augftmrg ; his con. 
ceffions with regard to the fpeedy convocation 
of a council, having more than cancelled all 
the merit of the fevere decree againft the doc* 
trines of the reformers. The toleration grapted 
to the proteftants at Ratifbon, and the more 
explicit promife concerning a council, with 

which 
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which it was accompanied, had irritated him ftill 
farther. Charles, however, partly from convic- 
tion that the meeting of a council would be at- 
tended with falutary effects, and partly from his 
defire to pleafe the Germans, having folicited the 
pope by his ambaffadors to call that affembly 
without delay, and now urging the fame thing 
in perfon, Clement was greatly embarraffed what 
reply he ,fhould make to a requeft which it was 
indecent to refufe, and dangerous to grant. He 
endeavoured at firft to divert Charles from the 
meafure; but, finding him inflexible, he had re- 
courfe to artifices, which he knew would delay, 
if not entirely defeat, the calling of that afiem- 
bly. Under the plaufible pretext of its being 
previoufly neceflarj to fettle, with all parties 
concerned, the place of the council’s meeting ; 
the manner of its proceedings ; the right of the 
perfons who fhould be admitted to vote; and 
the authority of their decifions ; he difpatched a 
nuncio, accompanied by an ambaflador from the 
emperor, to the eledfor of Saxony as head of 
the proteflants. With regard to each of thefc 
articles, inextricable difficulties and contefts arofe. 
The proteftants demanded a council to be held 
in Germany ; the pope infilled that it fhould meet 
in Italy : they contended, that all points in dif- 
pute fhould be determined by the words of holy 
feripture alone ; he confidered not only the de- 
crees of the church, but the opinions of fathers 
and doctors, as of equal authority ; they required 
a free council, in which the divines, commiffioned 
by different churches, fhould be allowed a voice ; 
he aimed at modelling the council in fuch a man- 
ucr as would render it entirely dependent on his 

pleafure. 
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pleafure. Above all, the proteftants thought it 
unreafonable that they fhould bind themfelves to 
fubmit to the decrees of a council, before they 
knew on what principles thefe decrees were to 
be founded, by what perfons they were to be 
pronounced, and what forms of proceeding they 
would obferve. The pope maintained it to be 
altogether unneceffary to call a council, if thofe 
who demanded it did not previoufly declare their 
refolution to acquiefce in its decrees. In order 
to adjuft fuch a variety of points, many expedi- 
ents were propofed, and the negotiations fpun 
out to fuch a length, as effectually anfwered 
Clement’s purpofe of putting off the meeting 
of a council, without drawing on himfelf the 
whole infamy of obftrufting a meafure which all 
Europe deemed 10 effential to the good of the 
church c. 

Together with this negotiation about calling 
a council, the emperor carried on another, which 
he had {till more at heart, for fecuring the peace 
eftablifhed in Italy. As Francis had renounced 
his pretenfions in that country with great reluc- 
tance, Charles made no doubt but that he would 
lay hold on the find pretext afforded him, or 
embrace the firft opportunity which prefented 
itfelf, of recovering what he had loft. It became 
neceffary on this account, to take meafiires for 
affembling an army able to oppofe him. As his 
treafury, drained by a long war, could not fupply 
the fums requifite for keeping fuch a body con- 
ftantly on foot, he attempted to throw that bur- 
den on his allies, and to provide for the fafety of 

e F. Paul, Hilt. 61. Seckcnd. iii. 37. 
his 
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his ovvn dominions at their expence, by propofing 
that the Italian Hates (hould enter into a league 
of defence againlt all invaders ; that, on the firft 
appearance of danger, an army Ihould be raifed 
and maintained at the common charge ; and that 
Antonio de Leyva fhould be appointed the ge- 
neraliffimo. Nor was the propofal unacceptable 
to Clement, though for a reafon very different 
from that which induced the emperor to make it. 
He hoped, by this expedient, to deliver Italy 
from the German and Spanifh veterans, which 
had fo long filled all the powers in that coun- 
try with terror, and Hill kept them in fubjec- 
tion to the Imperial yoke. A league was ac- 
cordingly concluded [Feb. 24, 1533] ; the 
Italian Hates, the Venetians excepted, acceded to 
it ; the fum, which each of the contrafting par- 
ties fliould furnifh towards maintaining the army 
was fixed ; the emperor agreed to withdraw the 
troops which gave fo much umbrage to his allies, 
and which he was unable any longer to fupport. 
Having difbanded part of them, and removed the 
refi to Sicily and Spain, he embarked on board 
Doria’s gallies, and arrived at Barcelona [April 
22] d. 

Notwithfianding all his precautions for fecur- 
• 1 r r 1 • • • mg the peace or Germany, and maintaining that 
fyfiem which he had efiablifired in Italy, the 
emperor became every day more and more ap- 
prehenfive that both would be foon diHurbed by 
the intrigues or arms of the French king. His 
apprehenfions were well founded, as nothing but 
the defperate fituation of his affairs could have 

Guic. 1.x*. 551. ferreras, ix. 149. 
brought 
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brought Francis to give his confent to a treaty 
fo diihonourable and difadvantageous as that of 
Cambray : he, at the very time of ratifying it, 
had formed a refolution to obferve it no longer 
than neceflity compelled him, and took a folemn 
proteft, though with the molt profound fecrecy, 
againll feveral articles in the treaty, particularly 
that whereby he renounced all pretenfions to the 
dutchy of Milan, as unjuft, injurious to his heirs, 
and invalid. One of the crown lawyers, by his 
command, entered a protell to the fame purpofej 
and with the like fecrecy, when the ratification 
of the treaty was regillered in the parliament of 
Paris c. Francis feems to have thought that, by 
employing an artifice unworthy of a king, de- 
ftrudtive of public faith, and of the mutual con- 
fidence on which all tranfadtions between nations 
are founded, he was releafed from any obligation 
to perform the moll folemn promifes, or to ad- 
here to the moll facred engagements. From the 
moment he concluded the peace of Cambray, he 
wilhed and watched for an opportunity of vio- 
lating it with fafety. He endeavoured for that 
reafon to ftrengthen his alliance with the king 
of England, whofe friendlhip he cultivated with 
the greatelt alfiduity. He put the military 
force of his own kingdom on a better and more 
refpeftable footing than ever. He artfully foa 
mented the jealoufy and difcontent of the Ger- 
man princes. 

But above all, Francis laboured to break the 
ft rift confederacy which fubfifted between Charles 
and Clement; and he had loon the fatisfaftion 

e Du Mont Corps Diplom. tom. Iv. part 2. p. 52. 
to 
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to oblerve appearances of difguft and alienation 
arifing in the mind of that fufpicious and interelt- 
ed pontiff, which gave him hopes that their 
union would not he laifing. As the emperor’s 
deciiion in favour of the duke of Ferrara had 
greatly irritated the pope, Francis aggravated 
the injuitice of that proceeding, and flattered 
Clement that the papal fee would find in him a 
more impartial and no Id's powerful prote&or. 
As the importunity with which Charles demanded 
a council was extremely offenlive to the pope, 
Francis artfully created obftacles to prevent it, 
and attempted to divert the German princes, his 
allies, from infilling fo obftinately on that pointf. 
As the emperor had gained fuch an afcendant 
over Clement by contributing to aggrandize his 
family, Francis endeavoured to allure him by the 
fame irrefillible bait, propofing a marriage be- 
tween his fecond fon Henry duke of Orleans, and 
Catharine, the daughter of the pope’s coufin 
Laurence di Medici. On the firfl overture of 
this match, the emperor could not perfuade him- 
felf that Francis really intended to debafe the 
royal blood of France, by an alliance with Ca- 
tharine, whofe anceftors had been fo lately pri- 
vate citizens and merchants in Florence, and 
believed that he meant only to flatter or amufe 
the ambitious pontiff. He thought it neceffary, 
however, to efface the impreffion which fuch a 
dazzling offer might have made, by promifing 
to break off the marriage which had been agreed 
on between his own niece the king of Denmark ’s 
daughter, and the duke of Milan, and to fub- 

f Beilay, 141, <Sco Seek, iii 48. F. Paul, 63. 
ftitute 
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ftitute Catharine in her place. But the French 
ambafl'adov producing unexpectedly "full powers 
to conclude the marriage treaty with the duke 
of Orleans, this expedient had no effeCt. Cle- 
ment was fo highly pleafed with an honour 
which added iuch lultre and dignity to the houfe 
of Medici, that he offered to grant Catharine the 
inveftiture of coniiderable territories in Italy, by 
way of portion ; he feemed ready to fupport 
Francis in profecuting his antient claims in that 
country, and confented to a perfonal interview 
with that monarch s. 

Charles was at the utmofl pains to prevent a 
meeting, in which nothing was likely to pafs 
but what would be of detriment to him ; nor 
could he bear, after he had twice condefcended 
to viiit the pope in his own territories, that 
Clement fhould beftow fuch a mark of diftinCtion 
on his rival, as to venture on a voyage by fea, at 
an unfavourable feafon, in order to pay court to 
Francis in the French dominions. But the pope’s 
eagernefs to accomplifh the match overcame all 
the fcruples of pride, or fear, or jealoufy, which 
would probably have influenced him on any 
other occaiion. The interview, notwithftanding 
feveral artifices of the emperor to prevent it, took 
place at Marfeilles with extraordinary pomp, and 
demonflrations of confidence on both iides [Otio- 
ber] ; and the marriage, which the ambition and 
abilities of Catharine rendered in the fequel as 
pernicious to France, as it was then thought 
difhonourable, was confummated. But whatever 
fchemes may have been fecretly concerted by the 

t Guic. 1. xje. 551. 553. Bellay, 138. 
pope 
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pope and Francis in favour of the duke of Or- 
leans, to whom his father propofed to make over 
all his rights in Italy; fo careful were they to 
avoid giving any caufe of offence to the em- 
peror, that no treaty was concluded between 
them h ; and even in the marriage-articles, Ca- 
tharine renounced all claims and pretenfions in 
Italy, except to the dutchy of Urbino *. 

But at the very time when he was carrying on 
thefe negotiations, and forming this connection 
with Francis, which gave fo great umbrage to 
the emperor, fuch was the artifice and duplicity 
of Clement’s character, that he fuffered the latter 
to direft all his proceedings with regard to the 
king of England, and was no lefs attentive to 
gratify him in that particular, than if the molt 
cordial union had itill fubfilted between them. 
Henry’s fuit for a divorce had now continued 
near fix years ; during all which period the pope 
negotiated, promifed, retradted, and concluded 
nothing. After bearing repeated delays and dif- 
appointments longer than could have been ex- 
pccted from a prince of fuch a choleric and im- 
petuous temper, the patience of Hemy was at 
lafl fo much exhaulled, that he applied to an- 
other tribunal for that decree which he had foli- 
cited in vain at Rome. Cranmer, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, by a fentence founded on the au- 
thority of univernties, dodtors, and rabbles, who 
had been confulted with refpedt to the point, an- 
nulled the king’s marriage with Catharine ; her 
daughter was declared illegitimate ; and Anne 

^ Guic. 1. xx. 555. 
1 Du Mont. Corps Diplom. iv. p. ii. 101. 
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Boleyne acknowledged as queen of England. 
At the fame time Henry began not only to ne- 
gleet and to threaten the pope, whom he had 
hitherto courted, but to make innovations in the 
church, of which he had formerly been fuch a 
zealous defender. Clement, who had already 
feen fo many provinces and kingdoms revolt from 
the holy fee, became apprehenfive at laft that 
England might imitate their example, and partly 
from his folicitude to prevent that fatal blow, 
partly in compliance with the French king’s foli- 
citations, determined to give Henry fuch fatif- 
fadfion as might ftill retain him within the bofom 
of the church. But the violence of the cardinals, 
devoted to the emperor, did not allow the pope 
leifure for executing this prudent refolution, and 
hurried him, with a precipitation fatal to the Ro- 
man fee, to iffue a bull [March 23, 1534] refeind- 
ing Cranmer’s fentence, confirming Henry’s mar- 
riage with Catharine, and declaring him excom- 
municated, if, within a time fpecified, he did not 
abandon the wife he had taken, and return to 
her whom he had deferted. Enraged at this un- 
expected decree, Henry kept no longer any mea- 
fures with the court of Rome; his fubjedts fe- 
conded his refentment and indignation ; an aft 
of parliament was paffed, abolilhing the papal 
power and jurifdiftion in England; by another, 
the king was declared fupreme head of the 
church, and all the authority of which the popes 
were deprived was veiled in him. That vail 
fabric of ecclefiallical dominion which had been 
raifed with fuch art, and of which the foundations 
feemed to have been laid fo deep, being no longer 
fupported by the veneration of the people, was 

overturned 
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overturned in a moment. Henry himfelf, with 
the caprice peculiar to his charafter, continued 
to defend the doftrines of the Romifh church as 
fiercely as he attacked its jurifdittion. He alter- 
nately perfecuted the proteftants for rejecting the 
former, and the catholics for acknowledging the 
latter. But his fubjefts, being once permitted 
to enter into new paths, did not choofe to flop 
fhort at the precife point prefcribed by him. 
Having been encouraged by his example to break 
fome of their fetters, they were fo impatient to 
fhake off what ftill remained k, that, in the fol- 
lowing reign, with the applaufe of the greater 
part of the nation, a total feparation was made 
from the church of Rome in articles of dodtrine, 
as well as dn matters of difcipline and jurifdic- 
tion. 

A fhort delay might have faved the fee of 
Rome from all the unhappy confequences of Cle- 
ment’s rafhnefs. Soon after his fentence againft 
Henry, he fell into a languifhing diflemper, 
which gradually wafting his conftitution, put an 
end to his pontificate [Sept. 25J, the moft un- 
fortunate, both during its continuance, and by 
its effefts, that the church had known for many 
ages. The very day on which the cardinals en- 
tered the conclave [061. 13], they raifed to the 
papal throne Alexander Farnefe, dean of the 
facred college, and the oldeft member of that 
body, who affumed the name of Paul III. The 
account of his promotion was received with ex- 
traordinary acclamations of joy by the people of 
Rome, highly pleafcd, after an interval of more 
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g 2 than 



64 THE REIGN OF THE B. T. 

than an hundred years, to fee the crown of St, 
Peter placed on the head of a Roman citizen. 
Perfons more capable of judging, formed a fa- 
vourable prefage of his adminiltration, from the 
experience which he had acquired under four pon- 
tificates, as well as the charafter of prudence and 
moderation which he had uniformly maintained 
in a ftation of great eminence, and during an 
active period that required both talents and ad- 
drefs 

Europe, it is probable, owed the continuance 
of its peace to the death of Clement; for although 
no traces remain in hiltory of any league con- 
cluded between him and Francis, it is fcarcely to 
be doubted but that he would have feconded the 
operations of the French arms in Italy, that he 
might have gratified his ambition by feeing one 
of his family poffeffed of the fupreme power in 
Florence, and another in Milan. But upon the 
election of Paul III. who had hitherto adhered 
uniformly to the Imperial intereft, Francis found 
it necelfary to fufpend his operations for fome 
time, and to put off the commencement of 
hoftilities againft the emperor, on which, before 
the death of Clement, he had been fully deter- 
mined. 

While Francis waited for an opportunity to 
renew a war which had hithertd proved fo fatal 
to himfelf and his fubjetts, a tranfa&ion of a very 
fingular nature was carried on in Germany. 
Among many beneficial and falutary effects of 
which the reformation was the immediate caufe, 
it was attended, as muft be the cafe in all actions 

b Guic. 1. xx. 556. F. Paul, 64. 
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and events wherein men are concerned, with fome 
confequences of an oppofite nature. When the 
human mind is roufed by grand obje&s, and 
agitated by ftrong paffions, its operations acquire 
fuch force that they are apt to become irregular 
and extravagant. Upon any great revolution in 
religion, fuch irregularities abound moft, at that 
particular period, when men, having thrown off 
the authority of their ancient principles, do not 
yet fully comprehend the nature, or feel the 
obligation of thofe new tenets which they have 
embraced. The mind, in that fituation, pufhing 
forward with the boldnefs which prompted it to 
rejeft eftablifhed opinions, and not guided by a 
clear knowledge of the fyftem fubftituted in their 
place, difdains all reftraint, and runs into wild 
notions, which often lead to fcandalous or immo- 
ral conduft. Thus, in the firll ages of the Chrif- 
tian church, many of the new converts, having 
renounced their ancient fyftems of religious faith, 
and being but imperfectly acquainted with the 
doCtrines and precepts of Chriftianity, broached 
the moft extravagant opinions, equally fubverfive 
of piety and virtue ; all which errors difappeared 
or were exploded when the knowledge of religion 
increafed, and came to be more generally diffufed. 
In like manner, foon after Luther’s appearance, 
the raftinefs or ignorance of fome of his difciples 
led them to publifh tenets no lefs abfurd than 
pernicious, which being propofed to men ex- 
tremely illiterate, but fond of novelty, and at a 
time when their minds were occupied chiefly with 
religious fpeculations, gained too eafy credit and 
authority among them. To thefe caufes muft 
be imputed the extravagances of Muncer, in the 
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year one thoufand five hundred and twenty-five, 
as well as the rapid progrefs which his opinions 
made among the peafants; but though the in- 
furredtion excited by that fanatic was foon fup- 
preffed, feveral of his followers lurked in different 
places, and endeavoured privately to propagate 
his opinions. 

In thofe provinces of Upper Germany, which 
had already been fo cruelly wafted by their en- 
thpfiaflic rage, the magiftrates watched their 
motions with fuch fevere attention, that many of 
them found it neceffary to retire into other 
countries, fome were punifhed, others driven into 
exile, and their errors were entirely rooted out. 
But in the Netherlands and Weftphalia, where 
the pernicious tendency of their opinions was 
more unknown, and guarded againlt with lefs 
care, they got admittance into feveral towns, and 
fpread the infection of their principles. The 
moft remarkable of their religious tenets related 
to the facrament of baptifm, which, as they con- 
tended, ought to be adminiitered only to per- 
fons grown up to years of underftanding, and 
fhould be performed, not by fprinkling them 
with water, but by dipping them in it: for this 
reafon they condemned the baptifm of infants, 
and rebaptifmg all whom they admitted into 
their fociety, the feft came to be diftinguifhed 
by the name of Anabaptifts. To this peculiar 
notion concerning baptifm, which has the ap- 
pearance of being founded on the praftice of the 
church fn the apoftolic age, and contains nothing 
jnconfiftent with the peace and order of human 
fociety, they added other principles of a moft 
rnthuiiaftic as well as dangerous nature. They 
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maintained that, among Chriflians who had the 
precepts of the gofpel to dirett, and the fpirit 
of God to guide them, the office of magiftracy 
was not only unneceflary, but an unlawful en- 
croachment on their fpiritual liberty ; that the 
diftinCtions occafioned by birth, or rank, or 
wealth, being contrary to the fpirit of the gof- 
pel, which confiders all men as equal, ffiould be 
entirely aboliffied; that all Chriflians, throwing 
their poffeffions into one common flock, fhould 
live together in that flate of equality which be- 
comes members of the fame family; that as 
neither the laws of nature, nor the precepts of 
the New Teflament, had impofed any reflraints 
upon men with regard to the number of wives 
which they might marry, they fhould ufe that 
liberty which God himfelf had granted to the 
patriarchs. 

Such opinions,propagated and maintained with 
enthufiaflic zeal and boldnefs, were not long 
without producing the violent effeils natural to 
them. Two Anabaptifl prophets, John Matthias, 
a baker of Haerlem, and John Boccold, or Beii- 
kels, a journeyman taylor of Leyden, poffefTed 
with the rage of making profelytes, fixed their 
refidence at Munfler, an Imperial city in W^fl- 
phalia, of the firfl rank, under the fovereignty 
of its bifhop, but governed by its own fenate 
and confuls. As neither of thefe fanatics wanted 
the talents requifite in defperate enterprifes, 
great refolution, the appearance of fnnclity, bold 
pretenfions to infpiration, and a confident and 
plaufible manner of difcourfmg, they foon gained 
many converts. Among thefe were Rothman, 
who had firfl preached the proteflant doftrine in 
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Munller, and Cnipperdoling, a citizen of good 
birth and confiderable eminence. Emboldened 
by the countenance of fuch dilciples, they 
openly taught their opinions ; and not fatisiied 
with that liberty, they made feveral attempts, 
though without fuccefs, to become matters of the 
town, in order to get their tenets eftablilhed by 
public authority. At laft, having fecretly called 
in their affociates from the neighbouring country, 
they fuddenly took pofleflion of the arfenal 
and fenate-houfe in the night-time, and running 
through the ftreets with drawn fwords, and 
horrible bowlings, cried out alternately, “ Re- 
pent and be baptifed,” and “ Depart, ye un- 
godly.” The fenators, the canons, the nobility, 
together with the more fober citizens, whether 
papifts or protettants, terrified at their threats 
and outcries, fled in confufion, and left the city 
under the dominion of a frantic multitude, 
confifting chiefly of ftrangers [February]. No- 
thing now remaining to overawe or control them, 
they fet about modelling the government accord- 
ing to their own wild ideas: and though at firft 
they fliewed fo much reverence for the ancient 
conftitution, as to elect fenators of their own 
feft, and to appoint Cnipperdoling and another 
profelyte confuls, this was nothing more than 
form ; for all their proceedings were directed by 
Matthias, who, in the ftyle, and with the autho- 
rity of a prophet, uttered his commands, which 
it was inftant death to difobey. Having begun 
with encouraging the multitude to pillage the 
churches, and deface their ornaments; he enjoined 
them to deftroy all books except the bible, as 
ufelefs or impious; he ordered the eftates of fuch 
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as fled, to be confifcated, and fold to the inha- 
bitants of the adjacent country ; he commanded 
every man to bring forth his gold, filver, and 
other precious effefts, and to lay them at his 
feet ; the wealth amafled by ihefe means, he de- 
pofited in a public treafury, and named deacons 
to difpenfe it for the common ufe of all. The 
members of this commonwealth being thus 
brought to a perfect equality, he commanded all 
of them to eat at tables prepared in public, and 
even prefcribed the difhes which were to.be ferved 
up each day% Having linifhed his plan of reform- 
ation, his next care was to provide for the de- 
fence of the city j and he took meafures for that 
purpofe with a prudence which favoured nothing 
of fanaticifm. He colledted large magazines of 
every kind ; he repaired and extended the fortifi- 
cations, obliging every perfon without diilinction 
to work in his turn ; he formed fuch as were 
capable of bearing arms into regular bodies, and 
endeavoured to add the liability of difcipline to 
the impetuofity of enthufiafm. He fent emiflaries 
to the Anabaptiils in the Low-Countries, inviting 
them to affemble at Munfter, which he dignified 
with the name of Mount Sion, that from thence 
they might fet out to reduce all the nations of 
the earth under their dominion. He himfelf was 
unwearied in attending to eveiy thing neceflary 
for the fecurity or increafe of the fell; animating 
his difciples by his own example to decline no 
labour, as well as to fubmit to every hardihip ; 
and their enthufiallic paflions being kept from 
fubfiding by a perpetual fucceflion of exhortations, 
revelations, and prophecies, they feeined ready 

to 
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to undertake or to fuffer any thing in mainte- 
nance of their opinions. 

While they were thus employed, the bifhop 
of Munfter having affembled a confiderable army, 
advanced to befiege the town. On his approach, 
Matthias fallied out at the head of fome chofen 
troops, attacked one quarter of his camp, forced 
it, and after great {laughter returned to the city 
loaded with glory and fpoil. Intoxicated with 
this fuccefs, he appeared next day brandifhing a 
fpear, and declared, that, in imitation of Gideon, 
he would go forth with a handful of men and 
finite, the hoft of the ungodly. Thirty perfons, 
whom he named, followed him without hefitation 
in this wild enterprife [May], and, rufhing on 
the enemy with a frantic courage, were cut off 
to a man. The death of their prophet occafioned 
at firft great confternation among his difciples; 
but Boccold, by the fame gifts and pretentions 
which had gained Matthias credit, foon revived 
their fpirits and hopes to fuch a degree, that he 
fucceeded the deceafed prophet in the fame ab- 
folute direftion of all their affairs. As he did 
not poffefs that enterprifmg courage which dif- 
tinguifhed his predeceffor, he fatisfied himfelf 
with carrying on a defenfive war ; and, without 
attempting to annoy the enemy by fallies, he 
waited for the fuccours he expefted from the 
Tow-Countries, the arrival of which was often 
foretold and promifed by their prophets. But 
though lefs daring in aftion than Matthias, he 
was a wilder enthufiaft, and of more unbounded 
ambition. Soon after the death of his predeceffor, 
having, by obfcure vifions and prophecies, pre- 
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pared the multitude for fome extraordinary event, 
he dripped himfelf naked, and, marching through, 
the ftreets, proclaimed with a loud voice, “ That 
the kingdom of Sion was at hand; that what- 
ever was highelt on earth Ihould be brought low, 
and whatever was lowed fhould be exalted.” In 
order to fulfil this, he commanded the churches, 
as the mod lofty buildings in the city, to be 
levelled with the ground ; he degraded the fena- 
tors chofen by Matthias, and depriving Cnip- 
perdoling of the confullhip, the highed office in 
the commonwealth, appointed him to execute 
the lowed and mod infamous, that of common 
hangman, to which drange tranfition the other 
agreed, not only without murmuring, but with 
the utmod joy ; and fuch was the defpotic rigour 
of Boccold’s adminidration, that he was called 
almod every day to perform fome duty or other of 
his wretched fun&ion. In place of the depofed 
fenators, he named twelve judges, according to 
the number of tribes in Ifrael, to prefide in all 
affairs; retaining to himfelf the fame authority 
which Mofes anciently poffeffed as legiflator of 
that people. 

Not fatisfied, however, with power or titles, 
which were not fupreme, a prophet, whom he 
had gained and tutored, having called the mul- 
titude together, declared it to be the will of 
God, that John Boccold fliould be king of Sion, 
and fit on the throne of David. John kneeling 
down, accepted of the heavenly call [June 24], 
which he folemnly proteded had been revealed 
likewife to himfelf, and was immediately ac- 
knowledged as monarch by the deluded multi- 
tude. From that moment he affumed all the 

date 
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ftatc and pomp of royalty. He wore a crown 
of gold, and was clad in the richelt and moft 
famptuous garments. A bible was carried on 
bis one hand, a naked fword on the other. A 
great body of guards accompanied him when he 
appeared in public. He coined money itamped 
with his own image, and appointed the great 
officers of his houiehold and kingdom, among 
whom Cnipperdoling was nominated governor of 
the city, as a reward for his former fubmiffion. 

Having now attained the height of power, 
Boccold began to difcover paffions, which he had 
hitherto reltrained, or indulged only in fecret. 
As the exceffes of enthufiafm have been obferved 
in every age to lead to fenfual gratifications, 
the fame conftitution that is fufceptible of the 
former, being remarkably prone to the latter, he 
inftructed the prophets and teachers to harangue 
the people for feveral days concerning the law- 
fuluefs, and even neceffity, of taking more wives 
than one, which they aiferted to be one of the 
privileges granted by God to the faints. When 
their ears were once accuftomed to this licentious 
do&rine, and their pafiions inflamed with the 
profpeft of fuch unbounded indulgence, he him- 
felf let them an example of ufing what he called 
their Chriftian liberty, by marrying at once 
three wives, among which the widow of Mat- 
thias, a woman of lingular beauty, was one. As 
he was allured by beauty, or the love of variety, 
he gradually added to the number of his wives, 
until they amounted to fourteen, though the 
widow of Matthias was the only one dignified 
with the title of Queen, or who lhared with him 
the fplendour and ornaments of royalty. After 
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the example of their prophet, the multitude gave 
themfelves up to the moft licentious and uncon- 
trolled gratification of their defires. No man 
remained fatisfied with a Tingle wife. Not to 
ufc their Chriilian liberty was deemed a crime. 
Perfons were appointed to fearch the houfes for 
young women grown up to maturity, whom they 
inftantly compelled to marry. Together with 
polygamy, freedom of divorce, its infeparable 
attendant, was introduced, and became a new 
fource of corruption. Every excefs was com- 
mitted, of which the pafiions of men are capable, 
when rdlrained neither by the authority of laws 
nor the fenfe of decency D'; and by a monftrous 
and almoft incredible conjunftion, voluptuouf- 
nefs was engrafted on religion, and diffolutc 
riot accompanied the auilerities of fanatical de- 
votion. 

Meanwhile the German princes were highly 
offended at the infult offered to their dignity by 
Boccold’s prefumptuous ufurpation of royal ho- 
nours ; and the profligate manners of his follow- 

»> Prophets & concionatorum autoritate juxta et exemplo, 
tota urbe ad rapiendas pulcherrimas quafque faeminas difcur- 
fum ell. Nec intra paucos dies, in tantahominum turba feie 
ulla reperta eft fupra annum decimum quartum quae ftuprum 
pafla non fuerit. Lamb. Hortenf. p. qoq. Vulgb viris quinas 
efie uxores, pluribus fenas, nonnullis feptenas & oflonas. Pu- 
ellas fupra duodecimum aetatis annum ftatim amare. Id. 305. 
Nemo una Contentus fuit, neque cuiquam extra effstas & 
viris immaturas continent! efle licult. Id. 307. Tacebo hie, 
ut fit fuus honor auribus, quanta barbaric et malitia ufi funt 
in puellis vitiandis nondum aptis matrimonio, id quod mihi 
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ex ea vetula, cui cura fic vitiatarum demandata fuit, audi- 
tum. Job. Corvinus, 316. 
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ers, which were a reproach to the Chriftian name, 
filled men of all profeffions with horror. Luther, 
who had teftified againlt this fanatical fpirit on 
its firft appearance, now deeply lamented its pro- 
grefs, and having expofed the delulion with great 
ilrength of argument, as well as acrimony of 
ftyle, called loudly on all the Hates of Germany 
to put a Hop to a phrenzy no lefs pernicious to 
focitty, than fatal to religion. The emperor, 
occupied with other cares and projefts, had not 
leifure to attend to fuch a diifant objeft ; but 
the princes of the empire affembled by the king 
of the Romans, voted a fupply of men and 
money to the biiliop of Munfter,who being unable 
to keep a fufficrent army on foot, had converted 
the liege of the town into a blockade [1535]. 
The forces raifed in confequence of this refolu- 
tion, were put under the command of an officer 
of experience, who approaching the town to- 
wards the end of fpring, in tjie year one thou- 
fand live hundred and thirty-five, preffed it more 
clofely than formerly ; but found the fortifica- 
tions fo ftrong, and fo diligently guarded, that 
he durft not attempt an affault. It was now 
about fifteen months lince the anabaptilfs had 
eftablilhed their dominion in Munfter ; they had 
during that time undergone prodigious fatigue in 
working on the fortifications, and performing 
military duty. Notwithftanding the prudent at- 
tention of their king to provide for their fub- 
fiftence, and his frugal as well as regular oecono- 
my in their public meals, they began to feel the 
approach of famine [May]. Several fmall bodies 
of their brethren, who were advancing to their 
affiltance from the Low-Countries, had been in- 
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tercepted and cut to pieces ; and while all Ger- 
many was ready to combine againll them, they 
had no profpeft of fuccour. But fuch was the 
afcendant which Boccold had acquired over the 
multitude, and fo powerful the fafciuation of en- 
thufiafm, that their hopes were as fanguine as 
ever, and they hearkened with implicit credulity 
to the vifions and predictions of their prophets, 
who affured them that the Almighty would 
fpeedily interpofe, in order to deliver the city. 
The faith, however, of fome few, fhaken by the 
violence and length of their fufferings, began to 
fail; but being fufpe&ed of an inclination to 
furrender to the enemy, they were punilhed with 
immediate death, as guilty of impiety in diftruft- 
ing the power of God. One of the king’s wives, 
having uttered certain words which implied fome 
doubt concerning his divine million, he inftantly 
called the whole number together, and command- 
ing the blafphemer, as he called her, to kneel 
down, cut off her head with his own hands ; and 
fo far were the reft from exprefiing any horror 
at this cruel deed, that they joined him in dancing 
with a frantic joy around the bleeding body of 
their companion. 

By this time [June i],thebefieged endured the 
utmoft rigour of famine ; but theychofe rather to 
fuffer hardihips, the recital of which is Ihocking to 
humanity, than to liften to the terms of capitula- 
tion offered them by the bifhop. At laft, a de- 
ferter, whom they had taken into their fervice, 
being either lefs intoxicated with the fumes of 
enthufiafm, or unable any longer to bear fuch 
diftrefs, made his efcape to the enemy. He in- 
formed their general of a weak part in the for- 
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tifications which he had obferved, and aflurinj 
him that the befieged, exhaufted with hunger and 
fatigue, kept watch there with little care, he 
offered to lead a party thither in the night. The 
propofal was accepted, and a chofen body 
of troops appointed for the fervice; who, 
fcaling the walls unperceived, feized one of 
the gates, and admitted the reft of the army'. 
The anabaptifts, though furprifed, defended 
themfelves in the market-place with valour, 
heightened by defpair; but being overpower- 
ed by numbers, and furrounded on every hand, 
moft of them were flain, and the remainder 
taken prifoners [June 24]. Among the lafl were 
the king and Cnipperdoling. The king, loaded 
with chains, was carried from city to city as a 
fpeftacle to gratify the curiofity of the people, 
and was expofed to all their infults. His fpirit, 
however, was not broken or humbled by this 
fad reverfe of his condition ; and he adhered 
with unfhaken firmnefs to the diftinguifhing te- 
nets of his feft. After this, he was brought 
back to Munfter, the fcene of his royalty and 
crimes, and put to death with the moft exquifite 
as well as lingering tortures, all which he bore 
with aflonifhing fortitude. This extraordinary 
man, who had been able to acquire fuch amaz- 
ing dominion over the minds of his followers, and 
to excite commotions fo [dangerous to fociety, 
was only twenty-fix years of age n. 

n Sleid. 190, &c. Tumultuum anabaptiltarum liber unus. 
Ant. Lamberto Hortenfio autlore ap. Scardium, vol. ii. 
p. 298, &c. De Miferabili Monaflerienfium Obfidione, &c. 
libellus Antonii Corvini ap. Scar. 313. Annales Anabap- 
tiftici a Job. Henrico Ottio, 4to. Bafileae, 1672. Cor, 
Jdeeribachius Hill. Anab. ed|t. 1637, p. 140. 
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Together with its monarch, the kingdom of 

the anabaptifts came to an end. Their princi- 
ples having taken deep root in the Low-Coun- 
tries, the party kill fubiills there, under the name 
of Mennonites ; but by a very lingular revolution, 
this fed!:, fo mutinous and fanguinary at its firft 
origin, hath become altogether innocent and pa- 
cific. Holding it unlawful to wage war, or to 
accept of civil offices, they devote themfelves 
entirely to the duties of private citizens, and by 
their induftty and charity endeavour to make 
reparation to human fociety for the violence 
committed by their founders A fmall number 
of this fedt, which is fettled in England, retain its 
peculiar tenets concerning baptifm, but without 
any dangerous mixture of enthufiafm. 

The mutiny of the anabaptifts, though it drew 
general attention, did not fo entirely engrofs the 
princes of Germany, as not to allow leifure for 
other tranfadtions. The alliance between the 
Trench king and the confederates at Smalkalde, 
began about this time to produce great effedfs. 
Ulric, duke of Wurtemberg, having been ex- 
pelled his dominions in the year one thoufand 
five hundred and nineteen, on account of his 
violent and oppreffive adminiftration, the houfe 
of Auftria had got pofTeffion of his dutchy. 
That prince having now by a long exile atoned 
for the errors in his condudt, which were the ef- 
fedf rather of inexperience than of a tyrannical 
difpofition, was become the objedt of general 
compalfion. The landgrave of Heffe, in par- 
ticular, his near relation, warmly efpoufed his 

o Bayle Didtion. art. Anabaptijict. 
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intereft, and ufed many efforts to recover for 
him his antient inheritance. But the king of the 
Romans obilinately refufed to relinquifh a valu- 
able acquifition which his family had made with 
fo much eafe. The landgrave, unable to compel 
him, applied to the king of France, his new ally. 
Francis, eager to embrace any opportunity of 
diftreffing the houfe of Auftria, and defirous of 
wrefting from it a territory which gave it footing 
and influence in a part of Germany at a diftance 
from its other dominions, encouraged the land- 
grave to take arms, and fecretly fupplied him 
with a large fum of money. This he employed 
to raife troops ; and marching with great expe- 
dition towards Wurtemberg, attacked, defeated, 
and difperfed a conliderable body of Auftrians, 
entrulled with the defence of the country. All 
the duke’s fubjefts haftened, with emulation, to 
receive their native prince, and re-invefted him 
with that authority which is ftill enjoyed by 
his defcendants. At the fame time the exercife 
of the proteftant religion was eftabliflied in his 
dominions P. 

Ferdinand, how fenfible foever of this unex- 
pefted blow, not daring to attack a prince whom 
all the proteftant powers in Germany were ready 
to fupport, judged it expedient to conclude a 
treaty with him, by w’hich, in the molt ample 
form, he recognifed his title to the dutchy. 
The fuccefs of the landgrave’s operations, in 
behalf of the duke of Wurtemberg, having con- 
vinced Ferdinand that a rupture with a league, 
fo formidable as that of Smalkalde, was to be 

p Skid. 172. Bellay, 159, &c. 
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avoided with the utmoft care, he entered like- 
wife into a negotiation with the elector of Sax- 
ony, the head of that union, and by fome con- 
cefiions in favour of the proteftant religion, and 
others of advantage to the elector himfelf, he 
prevailed on him, together with his confederates, 
to acknowledge his title as king of the Romans. 
At the fame time, in order to prevent any fuch 
precipitate or irregular election in times to come, 
it was agreed that no perfon fhould hereafter be 
promoted to that dignity without the unanimous 
confent of the electors; and the emperor foon 
after confirmed this ftipulation "J. 

Thefe acts of indulgence towards the proteft- 
ants, and the clofe union into which the king of 
the Romans feemed to be entering with the 
princes of that party, gave great offence at Rome. 
Paul III., though he had departed from a refo- 
lution of his predeceffor, never to confent to the 
calling of a general council, and had promifed, 
in the firfl confiftory held after his eleftion, that 
he would convoke that affembly fo much defired 
by all Chriftendom, was no lefs enraged than 
Clement at the innovations in Germany, and no 
lefs averfe to any fcheme for reforming either the 
doftrines of the church, or the abufes in the 
court of Rome : but having been a witnefs of the 
univerfal cenfure which Clement had incurred by 
his obftinacy with regard to thefe points, he 
hoped to avoid the fame reproach by the feeming 
alacrity with which he propofed a council ; 
flattering himfelf, however, that fuch difficulties 
would arife concerning the time and place of 

1 Sleid. 173. Corps Diplom. tom. iv. p. 2. 119. 
meeting, 
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meeting, the perfons who had a right to be pre- 
fent, and the order of their proceedings, as would 
effectually defeat the intention of thofe who de- 
manded that affembly, without expofing himfelf 
to any imputation for refufing to call it. With 
this view he difpatched nuncios to the feveral 
courts, in order to make known his intention, 
and that he had fixed on Mantua as a proper 
place in which to hold the council. Such diffi- 
culties as the pope had forefeen, immediately 
prefented themfelves in great number. The 
French king did not approve of the place which 
Paul had chofen, as the papal and Imperial in- 
fluence would neceffarily be too great in a town 
fituated in that part of Italy. The king of Eng- 
land not only concurred with Francis in urging 
that objection, but refufed, belides, to acknow'- 
ledge any council called in the name and by the 
authority of the pope. The German proteilants 
having met together at Smalkalde [Dec. 12], 
infilled on their original demand of a council to 
be held in Germany, and pleading the emperor’s 
promife, as well as the agreement at Ratilbon to 
that effect, declared that they would not confider 
an affembly held at Mantua as a legal or free 
reprefentative of the church. By this diveriity 
of fentiments and views, fuch a field for intrigue 
and negotiation opened, as made it eafy for the 
pope to affume the merit of being eager to affem- 
ble a council, while at the fame time he could 
put off its meeting at pleafure. The protellants, 
on the other hand, fufpefting his defigns, and 
fenfible of the importance which they derived 
from their union, renewed for ten years the league 
of Smalkalde, which now became ftronger and 

more 
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more formidable by the accefiion of feveral new 
members r. 

During thefe tranfaeb’ons in Germany, the 
emperor undertook his famous enterprife againtt 
the piratical ttates in Africa. That part of the 
African continent lying along the coal! of the 
Mediterranean fea, which antiently formed the 
kingdoms of Mauritania and Maffylia, together 
with the republic of Carthage, and which is now 
known by the general name of Barbary, had un- 
dergone many revolutions. Subdued by the Ro- 
mans, it became a province of their empire. 
When it was conquered afterwards by the Van- 
dals, they erected a kingdom there. That being 
overturned by Bellifarius, the country became 
fubjeft to the Greek emperors, and continued to 
be fo until it was over-run, towards the end of 
the feventh century, by the rapid and irrefiftible 
arms of the Arabians. It remained for fome 
time a part of that vaft empire which the Ca- 
liphs governed with abfolute authority. Its im- 
menfe diftance, however, from the feat of govern- 
ment, encouraged the defcendants of thole leaders 

T This league was concluded December, one thoufand five 
hundred and thirty-five, but not extended or figned in form 
till September in the following year. The princes who ac- 
ceded to it were, John eleflor of Saxony, Erneft duke of 
Brunfwick, Philip landgrave of Hefie, Ulric duke of Wur- 
tembetg, Barnim and Philip dukes of Pomerania, John, 
George, and Joachim, princes of Anhalt, Gebhard and Al- 
bert counts of Mansfield, William count of Nafiau. The 
cities Strilburg, Nuremberg, Conftance, Ulm, Magdeburg, 
Btemen, Reutlingen, Hailbron, Memmengen, Lindaw, Cam- 
pen, Ifna, Bibrac, Windlheim, Aug/burg, Francfort, Efling, 
Brunfwick, Gofiar, Hanover, Gottigen, Eimbeck, Ham- 
burg, Minden. 

who 
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who had fubdued the country, or the chiefs of 
the Moors, its ancient inhabitants, to throw off 
the yoke, and to afl'ert their independence. The 
caliphs, who derived their authority from a fpirit 
of enthufiafm, more fitted for making conquefls 
than for preferring them, wrere obliged to con- 
nive at adls of rebellion which they could not 
prevent; and Barbary was divided into feveral 
kingdoms, of which Morocco, Algiers, and 
Tunis were the moil coniiderable. The inha- 
bitants of thefe kingdoms wrere a mixed race, 
Arabs, negroes from the fouthern provinces, and 
Moors, either natives of Africa, or w’ho had been 
expelled out of Spain ; all zealous profeffors of 
the Mahometan religion, and inflamed againft 
Chriftianity with a bigoted hatred proportional 
to their ignorance and barbarous manners. 

Among thefe people, no lefs daring, incon- 
llant, and treacherous, than the ancient inhabit- 
ants of the fame country defcribed by the Ro- 
man hillorians, frequent feditions broke out, and 
many changes in government took place. Thefe, 
as they afferited only the internal Hate of a 
country extremely barbarous, are but little 
known, and deferve to be fo : but about the 
beginning of the fixteenth century, a hidden re- 
volution happened, which, by rendering the Hates 
of Barbary formidable to the Europeans, hath 
made their hiftory worthy of more attention. 
This revolution wTas brought about by perfons 
born in a rank of life which entitled them to 
a cl no fuch illuHrious part. Horuc and Hayra- 
din, the fons of a potter in the Ifle of Lefbos, 
prompted by a reHlefs and enterprifmg fpirit, 
fbrfook their father’s trade, ran to fea, and joined 

a crew 
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a crew of pirates. They foon diftinguifhed 
themfelves by their valour and aftivity, and be- 
coming mafters of a fmall brigantine, carried on 
their infamous trade with fuch conduft and fuc- 
cefs, that they aifembled a fleet of twelve galleys, 
befides many veffels of fmaller force. Of this 
fleet, Horuc, the elder brother, called Barba- 
rofla, from the red colour of his beard, was 
admiral, and Hayradin fecond in command, but 
with almoll equal authority. They called them- 
felves the friends of the fea, and the enemies of 
all who fail upon it; and their names foon be- 
came terrible from the Straits of the Dardanels 
to thofe of Gibraltar. Together with their fame 
and power, their ambitious views extended, and 
while acting as corfairs, they adopted the ideas, 
and acquired the talents of conquerors. They 
often carried the prizes which they took on the 
coafts of Spain and Italy into the ports of Bar- 
bary, and enriching the inhabitants by the fale 
of their booty, and the thoughtlefs prodigality 
of their crews, were welcome guefts in every 
place at which they touched. The convenient 
lituation of thefe harbours, lying fo near the 
greateft commercial ftates at that time in Chrif- 
tendom, made the brothers wifh for an eftablifh- 
ment in that country. An opportunity of ac- 
complifhing this quickly prefented itfelf, which 
they did not fuffer to pafs unimproved. Eute- 
mi, king of Algiers, having attempted feveral 
times, without fuccefs, to take a fort which the 
Spanifh governors of Oran had built not far from 
his capital, was fo ill-advifed as to apply for aid 
to Barbarofla, whofc valour the Africans con- 
fidered as irrefiftible. The aftive corfair gladly 

3 accepted 
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accepted of the invitation, and leaving his bro- 
ther Hayradin with the fleet [1516], marched 
at the head of five thoufand men to Algiers, 
where he was received as their deliverer. Such a 
force gave him the command of the town ; and 
as he perceived that the Moors neither fufpedted 
him of any bad intentions, nor were capable with 
their light-armed troops of oppqfing his difci- 
plined veterans, he fecretly murdered the monarch 
whom he had come to afiift, and proclaimed him- 
felf king of Algiers in his Head. The authority 
which he had thus boldly ufurped, he endea- 
voured to eitabliih by arts fuited to the genius 
of the people whom he had to govern ; by libe- 
rality without bounds to thofe who favoured his 
promotion, and by cruelty no lefs unbounded 
towards all whom he had any reafon to diitruft. 
Not fatisfied with the throne which he had ac- 
quired, he attacked the neighbouring king of 
Tremecen, and having vanquiihed him in bat- 
tle, added his dominions to thofe of Algiers. 
At the fame time he continued to infell the coall 
of Spain and Italy with fleets which refembled 
the armaments of a great monarch, rather than 
the light fquadrons of a corfair. Their frequent 
and cruel devaftations obliged Charles, about the 
beginning of his reign [1518], to furnilh the 
marquis de Comares, governor of Oran, with 
troops fufficient to attack him. That officer, 
affilled by the dethroned king of Tremecen, 
executed the commiffion with Inch fpirit, that 
Barbarofla’s troops being beat in feveral encoun- 
ters, he himfelf was flmt up in Tremecen. After 
defending it to the lad extremity, he was over- 

2 taken 
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taken in attempting to make his efcape, and flain 
while he fought with an obllinate valour, worthy 
his former fame and exploits. 

His brother Hayradin, known likewife by 
the name of Barbaroffa, affumed the fceptre of 
Algiers with the fame ambition and abilities, but 
with better fortune. His reign being undifturbed 
by the arms ofi the Spaniards, which had full oc- 
cupation in the wars among the European powers, 
he regulated with admirable prudence the inte- 
rior police of his kingdom, carried on his naval 
operations with great vigour, and extended his 
conquelts on the continent of Africa. But per- 
ceiving that the Moors and Arabs fubmitted to 
his government with the utmoft reluftance, and 
being afraid that his continual depredations 
would, one day, draw upon him the arms of the 
Chriilians, he put his dominions under the pro- 
tection of the Grand Seignior, and received 
from him a body of Turkifh foldiers fufficient 
for his fecurity againil his domeftic as well as 
his foreign enemies. At laft, the fame of his 
exploits daily increafmg, Solyman offered him 
the command of the Turkifh fleet, as the only 
perfon whofe valour and lie ill in naval affairs en- 
titled him to command againfl Andrew Doria, 
the greateff fea-officer of that age. Proud of 
this dietindtion, Barbaroffa repaired to Conflan- 
tinople, and with a wonderful verfatility of mind, 
mingling the arts of a courtier with the boldnefs 
of a corfair, gained the entire confidence both of 
the fultan and his vizier. To them he commu- 
nicated a fcheme which he had formed of making 
himfelf mailer of Tunis, the mofl flourifhing 
kingdom, at that time, on the coafl of Africa ; 

vol. in. i and 
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and this being approved of by them, he obtained 
whatever he demanded for carrying it into ex- 
ecution. 

His hopes of fuccefs in this undertaking 
were founded on the inteftine divifions in the 
kingdom of Tunis. Mahmed, the lafl king of 
that country, having thhty-four fons by differ- 
ent wives, appointed Muley-Hafcen, one of the 
youngeft among them, to be his fucceffor. That 
weak prince, who owed this preference, not to 
his own merit, but to the afcendant which his 
mother had acquired over a monarch doating 
with age, firff poifoned Mahmed his father in 
order to prevent him from altering his deftination 
with refpedl to the fucceffion ; and then, with 
the barbarous policy which prevails wherever 
polygamy is permitted, and the right of fuccef- 
lion is not precifely fixed, he put to death all his 
brothers whom he could get into his power. 
Alrafchid, one of the eldeit, was fo fortunate 
as to efcape his rage; and finding a retreat 
among the wandering Arabs, made feveral at- 
tempts, by the afffitance of fome of their chiefs, 
to recover the throne, which of right belonged 
to him. But thefe proving unfuccefsful, and the 
Arabs, from their natural levity, being ready to 
deliver him up to his mercilefs brother, he fled 
to Algiers, the only place of refuge remaining, 
and implored the proteftion of Barbaroffa, who, 
difcerning at once all the advantages which 
might be gained by fupporting his title, re- 
ceived him with every pofiible demonllration of 
friendlhip and refpedt. Being ready, at that 
time, to fet fail for Conftantinople, he eafily 
perfuaded Alrafchid, whofe eagernefs to obtain 
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I5350 EMPEROR CHARLES V. 87 
a crown difpofed him to believe or undertake 
any thing, to accompany him thither, promifing 
him effe&ual afiiftance from Solyman, whom he 
reprefented to be the moil generous, as well as 
moil powerful monarch in the world. But no 
foonerwere they arrived at Conftantinople, than 
the treacherous corfair, regardlefs of all his pro- 
mifes to him, opened to the fultan a plan for 
conquering Tunis, and annexing it to the 
Turkiih empire, by making ufe of the name of 
this exiled prince, and co-operating with the 
party in the kingdom which was ready to de- 
clare in his favour. Solyman approved, with 
too much facility, of this perfidious propofal, 
extremely fuitable to the charafter of its author, 
but altogether unworthy of a great prince. A 
powerful fleet and numerous army were foon 
aflembled ; at the fight of which the credulous 
Alrafchid flattered himfelf that he ihould foon 
enter his capital in triumph. 

But juft as this unhappy prince was going to 
embark, he w’as arrefted by order of the Sultan, 
Ihut up in the feraglio, and was never heard of 
more. Barbarofla failed with a fleet of two 
hundred and fifty veffels towards Africa. After 
ravaging the coafts of Italy, and fpreading terror 
through every part of that country, he appeared 
before Tunis ; and landing his men, gave out that 
he came to affert the right of Alrafchid, whom he 
he pretended to have left fick aboard the admiral 
galley. The fort of Goletta, which commands the 
bay, foon fell into his hands, partly by his own ad- 
drefs, partly by the treachery of its commander ; 
and the inhabitants of Tunis, weary of Muley- 
Hafcen’s government, took arms, and declared 
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for Alrafchid with fuch zeal and unanimity, as 
obliged the former to fly fo precipitately, that 
he left all his treafures behind him. The gates 
were immediately fet open to Barbaroffa, as the 
reftorer of their lawful fovereign. But when 
Alrafchid himfelf did not appear, and when 
inftead of his name, that of Solyman alone was 
heard among the acclamations of the Turkifti 
foldiers marching into the town, the people of 
Tunis began to fufpect the corfair’s treachery. 
Their fufpicions being foon converted into cer- 
tainty, they ran to arms with the utmoft fury, 
and fuiTounded the citadel, into which Barba- 
rofla had led his troops. But having forefeen 
fuch a revolution, he was not unprepared for it: 
he immediately turned again it them the artillery 
on the ramparts, and by one briik difcharge, 
difperfed the numerous but undirected afiailants, 
and forced them to acknowledge Solyman as 
their fovereign, and to fubmit to himfelf as his 
viceroy. 

His firfl: care was to put the kingdom, of 
which he had thus got pofleffion, in a proper 
pofture of defence. He ftrengthened the citadel 
which commands the town ; and fortifying the 
Goletta in a regular manner, at vail expence, 
made it the principal ilation for his fleet, and his 
great arfenal for militajy as well as naval ilores. 
Being now poffefled of fuch exteniive territories, 
he carried on his depredations againft the Chvif- 
tian ilates to a greater extent, and with more 
deftrublive violence than ever. Daily complaints 
of the outrages committed by his cruifers were 
brought to the emperor by his iubjefts, both in 
Spain and Italy. All Chriilendom feemed to 
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expeft from him, as its greatdl and moft. fortunate 
prince, that he would put an end to this new 
and odious fpecies of oppreflion. At the fame 
time Muley-Hafcen, the exiled king of Tunis, 
finding none of the Mahometan princes in Africa 
willing or able to aflift. him in recovering his 
throne, applied to Charles [April 21, 1535], as 
the only perfon who could affert his rights in 
oppofition to fuch a formidable ufurper. The 
emperor, equally defirous of delivering his do- 
minions from the dangerous neighbourhood of 
Earbarofia ; of appearing as the protedlor of an 
unfortunate prince ; and of acquiring the glory 
annexed in that age to every expedition againll 
the Mahometans, readily concluded a treaty with 
Muley-Hafcen, and began to prepare for invading 
Tunis. Having made trial of his own abilities 
for war in the late campaign in Hungary, he 
was now become fo fond of the military charac- 
ter, that he determined to command on this oc- 
cafion in perfon. The united ftrength of his do- 
minions was called out upon an enterprize in 
which the emperor was about to hazard his glory, 
and which drew the attention of all Europe. A 
Flemilh fleet carried from the ports of the Low- 
Country a body of German infantry5; the gallics 
of Naples and Sicily took on boad the veteran 
bands of Italians and Spaniards, which had dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves by fo many victories over 
the French; the emperor himfelf embarked at 
Barcelona with the flower of the Spanilh nobility, 
and was joined by a confiderable fquadron from 
Portugal, under the command of the Infant 

5 Heraei Annales Brabant, x. 539. 
• 3 Don 
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Don Lewis, the emprefs’s brother; Andrew 
Doria conduced his own gallies, the beft ap- 
pointed at that time in Europe, and commanded 
by the moil fkilful officers; the pope furniffied 
all the affiflance in his power towards fuch a 
pious enterprize; and the order of Malta, the 
perpetual enemies of the Infidels, equipped a 
fquadron, which, though fmall, was formidable 
by the valour of the knights who fervcd on board 
it. The port of Cagliari in Sardinia was the 
general place of rendezvous. Dona was ap- 
pointed high-admiral of the flefet; the command 
of the land-forces under the emperor was given to 
the marquis cle Guafto. 

On the fixteenth of July, the fleet, confifling 
of near five hundred veffels, having on board 
above thirty thoufand regular troops, fet fail 
from Cagliari, and after a profperous navigation 
landed within fight of Tunis. Barbaroffa having 
received early intelligence of the emperor’s im- 
menfe armament, and fufpe&ing its deftination, 
prepared with equal prudence and vigour for the 
defence of his new conqueft. Lie called in all 
his corfairs from their different Rations ; he drew 
from Algiers what forces could be fpared ; he 
difpatched meffengers to all the African princes. 
Moors as well as Arabs, and by reprefenting 
Muley-Hafcen as an infamous apoifate, prompted 
by ambition and revenge, not only to become the 
vaflal of a Chriftian prince, but to confpire with 
him to extirpate the Mahomedan faith, he in- 
flamed thofe ignorant and bigotted chiefs to fuch 
a degree, that they took arms as in a common 
caufe. Twenty thoufand horfe, together with a 
great body of foot, foon affembled at Tunis ; 

and 
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and by a proper diftribution of prefents among 
them from time to time, Barbaroffa kept the 
ardour which had brought them together from 
fubfiding. But as he was too well acquainted 
with the enemy whom he had to oppofe, to think 
that thefe light troops could refill the heavy- 
armed cavalry and veteran infantry which com- 
pofed the Imperial army, his chief confidence 
was in the ftrength of the Goletta, and in his 
body of Turkilh foldiers, who were armed and 
difciplined after the European fafhion. Six 
thoufand of thefe, under the command of Sinan, 
a renegade Jew, the braveft and moll experienced 
of all hiscorfairs, he threw into that fort, w'hich 
the emperor immediately inverted. As Charles 
had the command of the fea, his camp was fo 
plentifully fupplied not only with the neceflaries, 
but with all the luxuries of life, that Muley- 
Hafcen, who had not been accuitomed to fee 
war carried on with fuch order and magnificence, 
was filled with admiration of the emperor’s 
power. His troops, animated by his prefence, 
and confidering it as meritorious to Ihed their 
blood in fuch a pious caufe, contended with each 
other for the ports of honour and danger. Three 
feparate attacks were concerted, and the Ger- 
mans, Spaniards, and Italians, having one of 
thefe committed to each of them, pulhed them 
forward with the eager courage which national 
emulation infpires. Sinan difplayed refolution 
and Ikill becoming the confidence which his 
mailer had put in him ; the garrifon performed 
the hard fervice on which they were ordered 
with great fortitude. But though he interrupted 
the befiegers by frequent fallies, though the 
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Moors and Arabs alarmed the camp with their 
continual incurfions ; the breaches foon became 
fo confiderable towards the land, while the fleet 
battered thofe parts of the fortifications which 
it could approach with no lefs fury and fuccefs, 
that an aflault being given on all lides at once, 
the place was taken by ftorm [July 25 J. Sinan, 
with the remains of his garrifon, retired, after 
an obftinate refiftance, over a lhallow part of the 
bay towards the city. By the redu&ion of the 
Goletta, the emperor became mafter of Barba- 
rofla’s fleet, confiding of eighty-feven gallies and 
galliots, together with his arfenal, and three 
hundred cannon, moftly brafs, which were 
planted on the ramparts; a prodigious number 
in that age, and a remarkable proof of the 
ftrength of the fort, as well as of the greatnefs 
of the corfair’s power. The emperor marched 
into the Goletta through the breach, and turning 
to Muley-Hafcen who attended him, “ Here,” 
fays he, “ is a gate open to you, by which 
you Ilia 11 return to take pofielfion of your do- 
minions.” 

Barbarofla, though he felt the full weight of 
the blow which he had received, did not, how- 
ever, lofe courage, or abandon the defence of 
Tunis. But as the walls were of great extent, 
and extremely weak ; as he could not depend on 
the fidelity of the inhabitants, nor hope that the 
Moors and Arabs would fuftain the hardfhips of 
a fiege, he boldly determined to advance with 
his army, which amounted to fifty thoufand 
men ', towards the Imperial camp, and to decide 

1 Epiftres dss Princes, par Rufcclli, p. 119, &c. 
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the fate of his kingdom by the iffue of a battle. 
This refolution he communicated to his principal 
officers, and reprefenting to them the fatal con- 
fequences which might follow, if ten thoufand 
Chriftian (laves, whom he had (hut up in the 
citadel, fhould attempt to mutiny during the ab- 
fence of the army, he propofed, as a neceffary 
precaution for the public fecurity, to m a fiacre 
them without mercy before he began his march. 
They all approved warmly of his intention to 
fight ; but inured as they were, in their piratical 
depredations, to fcenes of bloodfhed and cruelty, 
the barbarity of his propofal concerning the (laves 
filled them with horror; and Barbaroffa, rather 
from the dread of irritating them, than fwayed 
by motives of humanity, confented to fpare the 
lives of the (laves. 

By this time the emperor had begun to ad- 
vance towards Tunis; and though his troops 
fuffered inconfiderable hardfhips in their march, 
over burning fands, deftitute of water, and ex- 
pofed to the intolerable heat of the fun, they 
foon came up with the enemy. The Moors and 
Arabs, emboldened by their vaft fuperiority in 
number, immediately rufhed on to the attack 
with loud fhouts, but their undifciplined courage 
could not long (land the (hock of regular bat- 
talions ; and though Barbaroffa, with admirable 
prefence of mind, and by expofing his own per- 
fon to the greateft dangers, endeavoured to rally 
them, the rout became fo general, that he him- 
felf was hurried along with them in their flight 
back to the city. There he found every thing 
in the utmoft confufion ; fome of the inhabitants 
flying with their families and effefts; others, 
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ready to fet open their gates to the conqueror; 
the Turkifh foldiers preparing to retreat; and 
the citadel, which in fuch citcumftances might 
have afforded him fome refuge, already in the 
poffefiion of the Chriflian captives. Thefe un- 
happy men, rendered defperate by their iitua- 
tion, had laid hold on the opportunity which 
Barbaroffa dreaded. As foon as his army was 
at fome diftance from the town, they gained 
two of their keepers, by whofe affiftance knock- 
ing off their fetters, and burfting open their 
prifons, they overpowered the Turkifh garrifon, 
and turned the artillery of the fort againft their 
former mafters. Barbaroffa, difappointed and 
enraged, exclaiming fometimes againft the falfe 
compaffion of his officers, and iometimes con- 
demning his own imprudent compliance with 
their opinion, fled precipitately to Bona. 

Meanwhile Charles, fatisfied with the eafy 
and almoft bloodlefs victory which he had 
gained, and advancing flowly with the precau- 
tion neceffary in an enemy’s country', did not 
yet know the whole extent of his own good for- 
tune. But at laft, a meffenger difpatched by 
the flaves acquainted him with the fuccefs of 
their noble effort for the recovery of their 
liberty; and at the fame time deputies arrived 
from the town, in order to prefent him the key's 
of their gates, and to implore his prote&ion 
from military violence. While he was deliberat- 
ing concerning the proper meafures for this pur- 
pofe, the foldiers, fearing that they fhould be 
deprived of the booty which they had expedted, 
rufhed fuddenly, and without orders, into the 
town, and began to kill and plunder without 

diftin&ion. 
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diftinftion. It was then too late to reftrain their 
cruelty, their avarice, or licentioufnefs. All 
the outrages of which foldiers are capable in the 
fury of a ftorm, all the excefles of which men 
can be guilty when their pafiions are heightened 
by the contempt and hatred which difference in 
manners and religion infpire, were committed. 
Above thirty thoufand of the innocent inhabitants 
perilhed on that unhappy day, and ten thoufand 
were carried away as flaves. Muley-Hafcen 
took pofTeffion of a throne furrounded with car- 
nage, abhoned by his fubjefts on whom he had 
brought fuch calamities, and pitied even by 
thofe whofe rafhnefs had been the occafion of 
them. The emperor lamented the fatal ac- 
cident which had ftained the luftre of this 
victory; and amidft fuch a fcene of horror 
there was but one fpedtacle that afforded him 
any fatisfa&ion. Ten thoufand Chriflian flaves, 
among whom were feveral pcrfons of diftinftion, 
met him as he entered the town ; and falling on 
their knees, thanked and bleffed him as their 
deliverer. 

At the fame time that Charles accomplifhed 
his promife to the Moorifh king, of re-eflablifh- 
ing him in his dominions, he did not neglect 
what was neceffary for bridling the power of 
the African corfairs, for the fecurity of his own 
fubjefts, and for the intereft of the Spanifh 
crown. In order to gain thefe ends, he con- 
cluded a treaty with Muley-Hafcen on the fol- 
lowing conditions: that he fhould hold the 
kingdom of Tunis in fee of the crown of Spain, 
and do homage to the emperor as his liege lord; 
that all the Chriflian flaves now within his do- 

minions, 
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minions, of whatever nation, ihould be fet at 
liberty without ranfom ; that no fubject of the 
emperor’s fliould for the future be detained in 
fervitude; that no Turkifh corfair ihould be ad- 
mitted into the ports of his dominions ; that 
free trade, together with the public exercife of 
the Chriltian religion, Ihould be allowed to all 
the emperor’s fubjedls ; that the emperor fhould 
not only retain the Goletta, but that all the 
other fea-ports in the kingdom which were for- 
tified Ihould be put into his hands ; that Muley- 
Hafcen fhould pay annually twelve thoufand 
crowns for the fubfiitence of the Spanilh garri- 
fon in the Goletta ; that he Ihould enter into no 
alliance with any of the emperor’s enemies, and 
fhould prefent to him every year, as an acknow- 
ledgment of his valfalage, fix Moorilh horfes, 
and as many hawks u. Having thus fettled the 
affairs of Africa ; chaftifed the infolence of the 
corfairs; fecured a fafe retreat for the fliips of 
his fubje&s, and a proper ftation to his own fleets, 
on that coait from which he was moll infefted 
by piratical depredations; Charles embarked 
again for Europe [Aug. 17], the tempelhious 
weather, and ficknefs among his troops, not per- 
mitting him to purfue Barbarolfa x. 

By this expedition, the merit of which feems 
to have been eftimated in that age, rather by the 

u Eu Mont Corps Diplomat, ii. 128. Summonte Hift. 
di Napoli, iv. 89. 

x Joh. Etropii Diarium Expedition. Tunetanae, ap. 
Scard. v. ii. p -;20, &c. Jovii Hiftor. lib. xxxiv. 153, 
&c. Sandov. ii. 154, &c. Vertot Hi(t. de Cheval de 
Malthe. Epifttes des Princes, par Rufcelli, traduites par 
Belleforeft, p. 119, 120, &c. Anton. Pontii Confentini 
Hilt. Belli adr. Barbar. ap. Matthsi Analcfta. 
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apparent generofity of the undertaking, the mag- 
nificence wherewith it was conducted, and the 
fuccefs which crowned it, than by the importance 
of the confequences that attended it, the emperor 
attained a greater height of glory, than at any 
other period of his reign. Twenty thoufand 
flaves whom he freed from bondage, either by 
his arms, or by his treaty with Muley-Hafcen 'I, 
each of whom he clothed and furnifhed with the 
means of returning to their refpective countries, 
fpread over all Europe the fame of their bene- 
factor’s munificence, extolling his power and 
abilities with the exaggeration flowing from 
gratitude and admiration. In comparifon with 
him, the other monarchs of Europe made an in- 
confiderable figure. They feemed to be folicit- 
ous about nothing but their private and parti- 
cular interefts; while Charles, with an elevation 
of fentiment which became the firft prince in 
Chriftendom, appeared to be concerned for the 
honour of the Chriflian name, and attentive to 
the public fecurity and welfare. 

BOOK VI. 

ttnfortunately for the reputation of Francis 
I. among his contemporaries, his conduct, at 

this juncture, appeared a perfect contraft to that 
of his rival, as he laid hold on the opportunity 

1 Summonte Hift. deNap. vol. iv. p. 103. 
vol. in. k afforded 
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afforded him, by the emperor’s having turned his 
whole force againfl the common enemy of 
Chriftendom, to revive his pretenfions in Italy, 
and to plunge Europe into a new war. The 
treaty of Cambray, as has been obferved, did 
not remove the caufes of enmity between the 
two contending princes; it covered up, but did not 
extinguifh the flames of difcord. Francis in par- 
ticular, who waited with impatience for a proper 
occafion of recovering the reputation as well 
as the territories which he had loll, continued to 
carry on his negotiations in different courts againfl 
the emperor, taking the utmofl pains to heighten 
the jealoufy which many princes entertained of 
his power or deligns, and to infpire the reft with 
the fame fufpicion and fear: among others, he ap- 
plied to Francis Sforza, who, though indebted to 
Charles for the poffeffion of the dutchy of Milan, 
had received it on fuch hard conditions, as ren- 
dered him not only a vaffal of the empire, but a 
tributary dependant upon the emperor. The 
honour of having married the emperor's niece 
did not reconcile him to this ignominious ftate of 
fubjedlion, which became fo intolerable even to 
Sforza, though a weak and poor-fpirited prince, 
that he liftened with eagernefs to the firll pro- 
pofals Francis made of refcuing him from the 
yoke. Thefe propofals were conveyed to him 
by Maraviglia, or Merveille, as he is called by the 
French hiltorians, a Milanefe gentleman redding 
at Paris ; and foon after, in order to carry on the 
negotiation with greater advantage, Merveille was 
fent to Milan, on pretence of vifiting his rela- 
tions, but with fecret credentials from Francis 
as his envoy. In this character he was received 
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by Sfonsa. But notwithftanding his care to 
keep that circumftance concealed, Charles fuf- 
pecting, or having received information of it, re- 
monftrated and threatened with fuch an high 
tone, that the duke and his minifters, equally 
intimidated, gave the world immediately a moll 
infamous proof of their fervile fear of offending 
the emperor. As Merveille had neither the pru- 
dence nor the temper which the fundlion wherein 
he was employed required, they artfully decoyed 
him into a quarrel, in which he happened to kill 
his antagonift, one of the duke’s domeftics, and 
having inftantly feized him, they ordered him to 
be tried for that crime, and to be beheaded 
[Dec. 1533.]. Francis, no lefs aftonifhed at 
this violation of a chara&er held facred among 
the moll uncivilized nations, than enraged at the 
infult offered to the dignity of his crown, threat, 
ened Sforza with the effedls of his indignation, 
and complained to the emperor, whom he con- 
fidered as the real author of that unexampled 
outrage. But receiving no fatisfaftion from 
either, he appealed to all the princes of Europe, 
and thought himfelf now entitled to take ven- 
geance for an injury, which it would have 
been indecent and pulillanimous to let pafs with 
impunity. 

Being thus furnilhed with a pretext for be- 
ginning a war, on which he had already refolved, 
he multiplied his efforts in order to draw in other 
princes to take part in the quarrel. But all his 
meafures for this purpofe were difconcerted by 
unforefeen events. After having facrificed the 
honour of the royal family of France by the 
marriage of his fon with Catharine of Medici, in 

k 2 order 
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order to gain Clement, the death of that pontiff 
had deprived him of all the advantages which he 
expefted to derive from his friendfhip. Paul, 
his fucceffor, though attached by inclination to 
the Imperial intereil, feemed determined to main- 
tain the neutrality fuitable to his charadfer as the 
common father of the contending princes. The 
king of England, occupied with domeftic cares 
and projedls, declined, for once, engaging in the 
affairs of the continent, and refufed to affifl 
Francis, unlefs he would imitate his example, 
in throwing off the papal fupremacy. Thefe dif- 
appointments led him to folicit, with greater 
earneflnefs, the aid of the proteflant princes affo- 
ciated by the league of Smalkalde. That he 
might the more eafily acquire their confidence, 
he endeavoured to accommodate himfelf to their 
predominant pajflion, zeal for their religious te- 
nets. He affedted a wonderful moderation with 
regard to the points in difpute ; he permitted 
Bellay, his envoy in Germany, to explain his 
fentiments concerning fome of the moil impor- 
tant articles, in terms not far different from thofe 
ufed by the proteflants a : he even condefcended 
to invite Melancthon, whofe gentle manners and 
pacific fpirit diflinguifhed him among the re- 
formers, to vifit Paris, that by his amflance he 
might concert the moil proper meafures for re- 
conciling the contending fedts which fo unhap- 
pily divided the church b. Thefe conceffions muft 
be confidered rather as arts of policy, than the 

a Freheri Sciipt. Rer. German, iii. 354, &c. Sleid. 
J-Jift. 17S. 1 S3. Seckend. lib iii. 103. 

b Camerarii Vita IPh. Mdandthonis, 120. Hag. 1655. 
p. IJ. 

refult 
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refult of con vision ; for whatever imprefilon the 
new opinions in religion had made on his fillers, 
the queen of Navarre and dutchefs of Ferrara, 
the gaiety of Francis’s own temper, and his love 
of pleafure, allowed him little leifure to examine 
theological controverfies. 

But foon after he loll all the fruits of this dif- 
ingenuous artifice, by a Hep very inconfillent with 
his declarations to the German princes. This 
Hep, however, the prejudices of the age, and the 
religious fentiments of his own fubjetls, rendered 
it neceffary for him to take. His clofe union 
with the king of England, an excommunicated 
heretic ; his frequent negotiations with the Ger- 
man protellants ; but above all, his giving public 
audience to an envoy from Sultan Solyman, had 
excited violent fufpicions concerning the fincerity 
of his attachment to religion. To have attacked 
the emperor, who, on all occafions, made high 
pretenlions to zeal in defence of the Catholic 
faith, and at the very junfture when he was pre- 
paring for his expedition againll Barbaroffa, 
which was then confidered as a pious enterprife, 
could not have failed to confirm fuch unfavourable 
fentiments with regard to Francis, and called on 
him to vindicate himfelf by feme extraordinary 
demonllration of his reverence for the ellablilhed 
doftrines of the church. The indifcreet zeal of 
feme of his fubjedls, who had imbibed the Pro- 
tellant opinions, furnilhed him with fuch an oc- 
cafion as he defired. They had affixed to the 
gates of the Louvre, and other public places, 
papers containing indecent reflexions on the 
dodlrines and rites of the popilh church. Six of 
the perfons concerned in this ralh aftion were 

K 3 difeovered 
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difcovered and feized. The king, in order to 
avert the judgments which it was fuppofed their 
blafphemies might draw down upon the nation, 
appointed a folemn proceflion. The holy facra- 
ment was carried through the city in great pomp; 
Francis walked uncovered before it, bearing a 
torch in his hand ; the princes of the blood 
fupported the canopy over it; the nobles marched 
in order behind. In the prefence of this nume- 
rous afi'embly, the king, accuftomed to exprefs 
himfelf on every fubjedh in ftrong and animated 
language, declared, that if one of his hands were 
infetted with herefy, he would cut it off with 
the other, and would not fpare even his own 
children, if found guilty of that crime. As a 
dreadful proof of his being in earneft, the fix un- 
happy perfons were publicly burnt before the 
procefiion was finilhed, with circumilances of 
the moft Ihocking barbarity attending their 
execution c. 

The princes of the league of Smalkalde, filled 
with refentment and indignation at the cruelty 
with which their brethren were treated, could 
not conceive Francis to be fincere, when he of- 
fered to pro left in Germany thofe very tenets, 
which he perfecuted with fuch rigour in his own 
dominions ; fo that all Bellay’s art and eloquence 
in vindicating his mailer, or apologifing for his 
condudl, made but little impreffion upon them 
They conlidered likewife, that the emperor, who 
hitherto had never employed violence againft the 
dodlrines of the reformers, nor even given them 

c Belcarii Comment. Rer. Gallic. 646, Sleid. Hift. 
175, &c. 

much 
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much moleftatfon in their progrefs, was now 
bound by the agreement at Ratiibon, not to 
dilturb fuch as had embraced the new opinions ; 
and the proteitants wifely regarded this as a more 
certain and immediate fecurity, than the preca- 
rious and diilant hopes with which Francis en- 
deavoured to allure them. Befides, the manner 
in which he had behaved to his allies at the 
peace of Cambray, was too recent to be forgot- 
ten, and did not encourage others to rely much 
on his friendihip or generofity. Upon all thefe 
accounts, the proteftant princes refufed to aifill 
the French king in any hoftile attempt againll 
the emperor. The elector of Saxony, the moll 
zealous among them, in order to avoid giving 
any umbrage to Charles, would not permit Me- 
lanfthon to vifit the court of France, although 
that reformer, flattered perhaps by the invitation 
of fo great a monarch, or hoping that his pre- 
fence there might be of fignal advantage to the 
proteftant caiife, difcovered a ftrong inclination 
to undertake the journey d. 

But though none of the many princes wdio en- 
vied or dreaded the power of Charles, would 
fecond Francis’s efforts in order to reduce and 
circumfcribe it, he, neverthelefs, commanded his 
army to advance towards the frontiers of Italy. 
As his foie pretext for taking arms was that he 
might chaftife the duke of Milan for his infolent 
and cruel breach of the law of nations, it might 
have been expected that the whole weight of his 
vengeance was to have fallen on his territories. 

>1 Camerarii Vita Melan. 141, &c. 415. Seckend. lib. 
Hi. 107. 

But 
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But on a fudden, and at their very commence- 
ment, the operations of war took another direc- 
tion. Charles duke of Savoy, one of the leaft 
aftive and able princes of the line from which he 
defcended, had married Beatrix of Portugal, 
the filler of the emprefs. By her great talents, 
Ihe foon acquired an abfolute afcendant over her 
hulband ; and proud of her affinity to the em- 
peror, or allured by the magnificent promifes 
with which he flattered her ambition, Ihe formed 
an union between the duke and the Imperial 
court, extremely inconfiftent with that neutrality, 
which wife policy as well as the fituation of his 
dominions had hitherto induced him to obferve 
in all the quarrels between the contending mo- 
narchs. Francis was abundantly fenfible of the 
diftrefs to which he might be expofed, if, when 
he entered Italy, he ffiould leave behind him the 
territories of a prince, devoted fo obfequioufly to 
the emperor, that he had fent his eldefi: fon to 
be educated in the court of Spain, as a kind of 
hoftage for his fidelity. Clement the Seventh, 
who had reprefented this danger in a ftrong 
light during his interview with Francis at Mar- 
feiiles, fuggelled to him, at the fame time, the 
proper method of guarding againft it, having ad- 
vifed him to begin his operations againft the Mi- 
Janefe, by taking pofieffion of Savoy and Pied- 
mont, as the only certain way of fecuring a com- 
munication with his own dominions. Francis, 
highly irritated with the duke on many accounts, 
particularly for having fupplied the conftable 
Bourbon with the money that enabled him to 
levy the body of troops which ruined the French 
army in the fatal battle of Pavia, was not un- 

willing 
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willing to let him now feel both how deeply he 
refented, and how feverely he could punifh thefe 
injuries. Nor did he want feveral pretexts which 
gave fome colour of equity to the violence that 
he intended. The territories of France and Sa- 
voy lying contiguous to each other, and inter- 
mingled in many places, various dilputes, un- 
avoidable in fuch a fituation, fubfifted between 
the two fovereigns concerning the limits of their 
refpective property; and belides, Francis, in right 
of his mother Louife of Savoy, had large claims 
upon the duke her brother, for her fhare in their 
father’s fucceflion. Being unwilling, however, 
to begin hollilities without fome caufe of quarrel 
more fpecious than thefe pretenlions, many of 
which were obfolete, and others dubious, he de- 
manded permiffion to march through Piedmont 
in his way to the Milanefe, hoping that the duke, 
from an excefs of attachment to the Imperial in- 
tereil, might refufe this requeft, and thus give a 
greater appearance of juftice to all his operations 
againfl. him. But, if we may believe the hiito- 
rians of Savoy, who appear to be better informed 
with regard to this particular than thofe of 
France, the duke readily, and with a good grace, 
granted what it was not in his power to deny, 
promiling free paffage to the French troops as 
was deiired ; lo that Francis, as the only method 
now left of juftifying the meafures which he de- 
termined to take, was obliged to infill for full 
fatisfaclion with regard to every thing that either 
the crown of France or his mother Louife could 
demand of the houfe of Savoy e. Such an evafive 

e Hittoire Genealogique de Savoye, par Guichenon, 2. 
tom. fol. Lyon. 1660. i. 639, &c; 

anfwer, 
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anfwer, as might have been expe&ed, being made 
to this requifition, the French army under the 
admiral Biron poured at once into the duke’s 
territories at different places. The countries of 
Breffe and Bugey, united at that time to Savoy, 
were over-run in a moment. Moft of the towns 
in the dutchy of Savoy opened their gates at 
the approach of the enemy ; a few which attempt- 
ed to make refiitance were eafily taken ; and 
before the end of the campaign the duke faw 
himfelf ftripped of all his dominions, but the 
province of Piedmont, in which there were not 
many places in a condition to be defended. 

To complete the duke’s misfortunes, the city 
of Geneva, the fovereignty of which he claimed, 
and in fome degree poffeffed, threw off his yoke, 
and its revolt drew along with it the lofs of the 
adjacent territories. Geneva was, at that time, 
an Imperial city, and though under the direct 
dominion of its own bifhops, and the remote fove- 
reignty of the dukes of Savoy, the form of its 
internal conllitution was purely republican, being 
governed by fyndics and a council chofen by the 
citizens. From thefe diftindt and often clafhing 
jurifdictions, two oppoiite parties took their rife, 
and had long fubiifted in the ftate ; the one, 
compofed of the advocates for the privileges of 
the community, affumed the name of Eignotz,, 
or confederates in defence of liberty ; and branded 
the other, which fupported the epifcopal or ducal 
prerogatives, with the name of Mammelukes, or 
Haves. At length [1532], the proteftant opinions 
beginning to Ipread among the citizens, infpired 
fuch as embraced them with that bold enterprif- 
ing fpirit which always accompanied or was na- 

turally 
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turally produced by them in their firfl opera- 
tions. As both the duke and bifhop were from 
intereft, from prejudice, and from political con- 
iiderations, violent enemies of the reformation, 
all the new converts joined with warmth the party 
of the Eignotz ; and zeal for religion, mingling 
with the love of liberty, added ftrength to that 
generous pafiion. The rage and animofity of 
two factions, (hut up within the fame walls, oc- 
cafioned frequent infurreftions, which terminat- 
ing moftly to the advantage of the friends of 
liberty, they daily became more powerful. 

The duke and bifhop, forgetting their ancient 
contefts about jurifdiftion, had united againfl 
their common enemies, and each attacked them 
with his proper weapons. The bifhop excommu- 
nicated the people of Geneva as guilty of a 
double crime ; of impiety, in apoftatifing from 
the eftablifhed religion ; and of facrilege, in in- 
vading the rights of his fee. The duke attacked 
them as rebels againfl; their lawful prince, and 
attempted to render himfelf mafter of the city, 
firft by furprife, and then by open force [I534-J- 
The citizens, defpifing the thunder of the bi- 
fhop’s cenfures, boldly afferted their independence 
againfl; the duke; and partly by their own va- 
lour, partly by the powerful afliftance which they 
received from the canton of Berne, together with, 
fome fmall fupplies both of men and money, fe- 
cretly furnifhed by the king of France, they de- 
feated all his attempts. Not fatisfied with having 
repulfed him, or with remaining always upon the 
defenftve themfelves, they now took advantage 
of the duke’s inability to refill them, while over- 
whelmed by the armies of France, and feized 

feveral 
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fcveral caftles and places of ftrength which he 
poffelfed in the neighbourhood of Geneva ; thus 
deliveiing the city from thofe odious monuments 
ot its former fubjedlion, and rendering the public 
liberty more fecure for the future. At the fame 
time the canton of Berne invaded and conquered 
the Pays de Vaud, to which it had home preten- 
lions. The canton of Friburgh, though zealoufly 
attached to the catholic religion, and having no 
fubjed: of conteil with the duke, laid hold on 
part of the fpoils of that unfortunate prince. A 
great portion of thefe conquefts or ufurpations 
being Rill retained by the two cantons, add con- 
fiderably to their power, and have become the 
molt valuable part of their territories. Geneva, 
notwithftanding many fchemes and enterprifes of 
the dukes of Savoy to re-eflablilh their dominion 
over it, Rill keeps pofiefiion of its independence ; 
and in confequence of that bleffing, has attained 
a degree of conlideration, wealth, and elegance, 
which it could not otherwife have reachedf. 

Amidll fuch a fucceffion of difaftrous events, 
the duke of Savoy had no other refource but the 
emperor’s protection, which, upon his return 
from Tunis, he demanded with the moft earneft 
importunity ; and as his misfortunes were occa- 
iioned chiefly by his attachment to the Imperial 
intereft, he had a juft title to immediate afliftance. 
Charles, however, was not in a condition to fup- 
port him with that vigour and difpatch which the 
exigency of his affairs called for. Moll of the 

f Hift. de la Ville de Geneve, par Spon, iz°, Utr; 1685. 
p. 99. Hift. de la Reformation de SuilTe, par Rouchat. 
Gen. 1728. tom. iv. p, 294, &c. tom. v. p. *16, &c. 
Mem. de Ecllay, 181. 
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troops employed in the African expedition, 
having been raifed for that fervice alone, were 
dilhanded as foon as it was finiihed; the veteran 
forces under Antonio de Leyva were hardly fuf- 
ficient for the defence of the Milanefe ; and the 
emperor’s treafury was entirely drained by his 
extraordinary efforts againft the Infidels. 

But the death of Francis Sforza [Oft. 24], 
occafioned, according to fome hiitorians, by the 
terror of a French invafion, which had twice been 
fatal to his family, afforded the emperor full lei- 
fure to prepare for aftion. By this unexpefted 
event, the nature of the war, and the caufes of 
difco'rd, were totally changed. Francis’s firll 
pretext for taking arms, in order to chaftife 
Sforza for the infult offered to the dignity of 
his crown, was at once cut off; but as that 
prince died without iffue, all Francis’s rights to 
the dutchy of Milan, which he had yielded only 
to Sforza and his poflerity, returned back to 
him in full force. As the recovery of the Milanefe 
was the favourite objeft of that monarch, he in- 
ftantly renewed his claim to it; and if he had 
fupported his pretenfions by ordering the power- 
ful army quartered in Savoy to advance without 
lofing a moment towards Milan, he could hardly 
have failed to fecure the important point of pof- 
fefiron. But Francis, who became lefs enterprif- 
ing as he advanced in years, and who was over- 
awed at fome times into an excefs of caution by 
the remembrance of his pad misfortunes, endea- 
voured to eftablifh his rights by negotiation, not 
by arms ; and from a timid moderation, fatal in 
all great affairs, neglefted to improve the favour- 
able opportunity which prefented itfelf. Charles 
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was more decifive in his operations, and in qua- 
lity of fovereign, took poffefiion of the dutchy, 
as a vacant fief of the empire. While Francis 
endeavoured to explain and affert his title to it 
by arguments and memorials, or employed various 
arts in order to reconcile the Italian powers to 
the thoughts of his regaining footing in Italy, 
his rival was filently taking effe&ual Heps to pre- 
vent it. The emperor, however, was very care- 
ful not to difcover too early an intention of this 
kind ; but feeming to admit the equity of Fran- 
cis’s claim, he appeared felicitous only about 
giving him poffeffion in fuch a manner as might 
not difturb the peace of Europe, or overturn 
the balance of power in Italy, which the poli- 
ticians of that country were fo defirous of pre- 
ferving. By this artifice he deceived Francis, 
and gained fo much confidence with the reft of 
Europe, that, almoft without incurring any fuf- 
picion, he involved the affair in new difficulties, 
and protrafted the negotiation at pleafure. 
Sometimes he propofed to grant the inveftiture 
of Milan to the duke of Orleans, Francis’s fecond 
fon, fometimes to the duke of Angouleme, his 
third fon ; as the views and inclinations of the 
French court varied, he transferred his choice 
alternately from the one to the other, with fuch 
profound and well-condu&ed difiimulation, that 
neither Francis nor his minifters feem to have 
penetrated his real intention ; and all military 
operations were entirely fufpended, as if nothing 
had remained but to enter quietly into pofleffion of 
what they demanded. 

1536.3 During the interval of leifure gained 
in this manner, Charles, on his return from Tu- 
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nis, affembled the Rates both of Sicily and Na- 
ples, and, as they thought themfelves greatly 
honoured by the prefence of their fovereign, and 
were no lefs pleafed with the apparent dilinte- 
reftednefs of his expedition into Africa, than 
dazzled by the fuccefs which had attended his 
arms, he prevailed on them to vote him fuch li- 
beral fubfidies as were feldom granted in that age. 
This enabled him to recruit his veteran troops, 
to levy a body of Germans, and to take every 
other proper precaution for executing or fup- 
porting the meafures on which he had deter- 
mined. Bellay, the French envoy in Germany, 
having difcovered the intention of raifing troops 
in that country, not with Handing all the pretexts 
employed in order to conceal it, firft al irmed his 
mailer with this evident proof of the emperor’s 
infincerity But Francis was fo poffelfed at 
that time with the rage of negotiation, in all the 
artifices and refinements of which his rival far 
furpaffed him, that inllead of beginning his mi- 
litary operations, and pulhing them with vigour, 
or feizing the Milanefe before the Imperial army 
was affembled, he fatisfied himfelf with making 
new offers to the emperor, in order to procure 
the inveftiture by his voluntary deed. His of- 
fers were, indeed, fo liberal and advantageous, 
that if ever Charles had intended to grant his 
demand, he could not have rejedled them with 
decency. He dexteroully eluded them by de- 
claring that until he confulted the pope in per- 
fon, he could not take his final refolution with 
regard to a point which fo nearly concerned the 

t Mem. de Bellay, 192. 
L 2 peace 
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peace of Italy. By this evafion he gained fome 
farther time for ripening the fchemes which he 
had in view. 

The emperor at laft advanced towards Rome, 
and made his public entry into that city with ex- 
traordinary pomp [April 6] ; but it being found 
neceffary to remove the ruins of an ancient temple 
of Peace, in order to widen one of the ftreets, 
through which the cavalcade had to pafs, all the 
hiftonans take notice of this trivial circumftance, 
and they are fond to interpret it as an omen of 
the bloody war that followed. Charles, it is 
certain, had by this time banilhed all thoughts 
of peace ; and at laft threw off the malk, with 
which he had fo long covered his defigns from 
the court of France, by a declaration of his fen- 
timents no lefs lingular than explicit. The 
French ambaffadors having in their mailer’s name 
demanded a definitive reply to his propofitions 
concerning the inveftiture of Milan, Charles pro- 
mifed to give it next day in prefence of the pope 
and cardinals affembled in full confiftory. Thefc 
being accordingly met, and all the foreign am- 
baffadors invited to attend, the emperor flood 
up, and addrelfing himfell to the pope, expatiated 
for fome time on the fincerity of his own wilhes 
for the peace of Chriftendom, as well as his ab- 
horrence of war, the miferies of which he enu- 
merated at great length, with ftudied and ela- 
borate oratory ; he complained that all his 
endeavours to preferve the tranquillity of Europe 
had hitherto been defeated by the reftlefs and 
unjuft ambition of the French king ; that even 
during his minority he had proofs of the un- 
friendly and hoftile intentions of that monarch ; 
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that, afterwards, he had openly attempted to 
wreft from him the Imperial crown which be* 
longed to him by a title no lefs juft than natu- 
ral ; that he had next invaded his kingdom of 
Navarre ; that not fatisfied with this, he had at- 
tacked his territories, as well as thofe of his allies, 
both in Italy and the Low Countries ; that when 
the valour of the Imperial troops, rendered irre- 
fiftible by the proteftion of the Almighty, had 
checked his progrefs, ruined his armies, and 
feized his perfon, he continued to purfue by 
deceit what he had undertaken with injuftice; 
that he had violated every article in the treaty 
of Madrid to which he owed his liberty, and as 
foon as he returned to his dominions took mea- 
fures for rekindling the war which that pacifica- 
tion had happily extinguifhed ; that when new 
misfortunes compelled him to fue again for peace 
at Cambray, he concluded and obferved it with 
equal infincerity ; that foon after he had formed 
dangerous connexions with the heretical princes 
in Germany, and incited them to difturb the 
tranquillity of the empire ; that now he had 
driven the duke of Savoy, a prince married to a 
lifter of the emprefs, and joined in clofe alliance 
with Spain, out of the greater part of his terri- 
tories ; that after injuries fo often repeated, and 
amidft fo many fources of difeord, all hope of 
amity or concord became defperate ; and though 
he himfelf was ftill willing to grant the inveftiture 
of Milan to one of the princes of France, there 
was little probability of that event taking place, 
as Francis, on the one hand, would not confent to 
what was necelfary for fecuring the tranquillity 
of Europe ; nor on the other, could he think it 

l 3 reafonable 
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reafonable or fafe to give a rival the unconditional 
poffefiion of all that he demanded. “ Let us 
not, however,” added he, “ continue wantonly to 
fhed the blood of our innocent fubjedls ; let us 
decide the quarrel man to man, with what arms 
he pleafes to choofe, in our Ihirts, on an ifland, 
a bridge, or aboard a galley moored in a river; 
let the dutchy of Burgundy be put in depofit on 
his part, and that of Milan on mine; thefe (hall 
be the prize of the conqueror ; and after that, 
let the united forces of Germany, Spain, and 
France be employed to humble the power of the 
Turk, and to extirpate herefy out of Chriften- 
dom. But if he, by declining this method of 
terminating our differences, renders war inevitable, 
nothing (hall divert me from profecuting it to 
fuch extremity, as fhall reduce one of us to be 
the pooreft gentleman in his own dominions. 
Nor do I fear that it will be on me this mif- 
fortune {hail fall; I enter upon aftion with the 
faireft profpedt of fuccefs ; the juftnefs of my 
caufe, the union of my fubje&s, the number and 
valour of my troops, the experience and fidelity 
of my generals, all combine to enfure it. Of all 
thefe advantages, the king of France is deflitute ; 
and were my refources no more certain, and my 
hopes of victory no betiev founded than his, I 
would inftartly throw myfelf at his feet, and 
with folded hands, and a rope about my neck, 
implore his mercy h.” 

This long harangue the emperor delivered 
with an elevated voice, a haughty tone, and the 
greateft vehemence of expreffion and gellure. 

h Beilaj’, 199. Sandov. Hiitor. del Epiper, ii< 226. 
The 
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The French ambaffadors, who did not fully com- 
prehend his meaning, as he fpake in the Spanifh 
tongue, were totally difconcerted, and at a lofs 
how they Ihould anfwer fuch an unexpefted in- 
veftive ; when one of them began to vindicate 
his mailer’s condudl, Charles interpofed ab- 
ruptly, and would not permit him to proceed. 
The pope, without entering into any particu- 
lar detail, fatisfied himfelf with a Ihort but pa- 
thetic recommendation of peace, together with 
an offer of employing his fincere endeavours in 
order to procure that blefiing to Chrillendom; 
and the affembly broke up in the greatell afto- 
nilhment at the extraordinary fcene which had 
been exhibited. In no part of his condudl, in- 
deed, did Charles ever deviate fo widely from 
his general charadler. Inllead of that prudent 
recolledtion, that compofed and regular deport- 
ment fo ftriftly attentive to decorum, and fo ad- 
mirably adapted to conceal his own pafiions, for 
which he was at all other times confpicuous, he 
appears on this occafion before one of the moll 
auguft alfemblies in Europe, boafting of his own 
power and exploits with infolence ; inveighing 
againll his enemy with indecency ; and challeng- 
ing him to combat with an oftentatious valour, 
more becoming a champion in romance, than the 
firll monarch in Chriftendom. But the well 
known and powerful operation of continued pro- 
fperity, as well as of exaggerated praife, even 
upon the firmell minds, fufiiciently account for 
this feeming inconfillency. After having com- 
pelled Solyman to retreat, and having llripped 
Earbaroffaof a kingdom,Charles began to confider 

his 
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his arms as invincible. He had been entertained, 
ever fince his return from Africa, with repeated 
fcenes of triumphs and public rejoicings ; the 
orators and poets of Italy, the moll elegant at 
that time in Europe, had exhaufted their genius 
in panegyric on his conduft and merit, to which 
the aftrologers added magnificent promifes of a 
more fplendid fortune Hill in ftore. Intoxicated 
with all thefe, he forgot his ufual referve and 
moderation, and was unable to reftrain this ex- 
travagant fally of vanity, which became the 
more remarkable, by being both fo uncommon 
and fo public. 

He himfelf feems to have been immediately 
fenfible of the impropriety of his behaviour ; 
and when the French ambafiadors demanded next 
day a more clear explanation of what he had faid 
concerning the combat, he told them that they 
were not to confider his propofal as a formal 
challenge to their mailer, but as an expedient 
for preventing bloodfhed ; he endeavoured to 
foften feveral expreffions in his difeourfe; and 
fpoke in terms full of refpeft towards Francis. 
But though this (light apology was far from 
being fufficient to remove the offence which had 
been given, Francis, by an unaccountable infatu- 
ation, continued to negotiate, as if it had Hill 
been poffible to bring their differences to a pe- 
riod by an amicable compofition. Charles, find- 
ing him fo eager to run into the fnare, favoured 
the deception, and, by feeming to lilten to his 
propofals, gained farther time to prepare for the 
execution of his own defigns *. 

» Mem. de Bellay, 205, &c. 
At 
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At laft, the Imperial army affembled on the 
frontiers of the Milanefe, to the amount of forty 
thoufand foot and ten thoufand horfe, while that 
of France encamped near Vercelli in Piedmont, 
being greatly inferior in number, and weakened 
by the departure of a body of Swifs, whom 
Charles artfully perfuaded the popiih cantons to 
recall, that they might not ferve againft the duke 
of Savoy, their ancient ally. The French general 
not daring to rilque a battle, retired as loon as 
the Imperialifts advanced. The emperor put 
himfelfat the head of his forces [May 6], which 
the marquis del Guafto, the duke of Alva, and 
Ferdinand de Gonzaga commanded under him, 
though the fupreme direction of the whole was 
committed to Antonio de Leyva, whofe abilities 
and experience juftly entitled him to that diltinc- 
tion. Charles foon difeovered his intention not 
to confine his operations to the recovery of Pied- 
mont and Savoy, but to pulh forward and invade 
the fouthern provinces of France. This fcheme 
he had long meditated, and had long been taking 
meafures for executing it with fuels vigour as 
might enfure fuccefs. He had remitted large 
fums to his filler, the governefs of the Low- 
Countries, and to his brother, the king of the 
Romans, inftrufting them to levy all the forces 
in their power, in order to form two feparate 
bodies, the one to enter France on the fide of 
Picardy, the other on the fide of Champagne ; 
while he, with the main army, fell upon the op- 
polite frontier of the kingdom. Trulling to 
thefe vail preparations, he thought it impoifible 
that Francis could refill fo many unexpected at- 
tacks on fuch different quarters ; and began his 

enterprife 
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enterprife with fuch confidence of its happy iffue, 
that he defired Jovius the hiftorian, to make a 
large provifion of paper Sufficient to record the 
victories which he was going to obtain. 

His minifters and generals, inftead of enter- 
taining the fame fanguine hopes, reprefented 
to him in the ftrongeft terms the danger of 
leading his troops fo far from his own territories, 
to fuch a diftance from his magazines, and into 
provinces which did not yield fufficient fubfiftence 
for their own inhabitants. They entreated him 
to confider the inexhauftible refources of France. 
in maintaining a defenfive war, and the a6tive 
zeal with which a gallant nobility would ferve a 
prince whom they loved, in repelling the enemies 
of their country; they recalled to his remem- 
brance the fatal mifcarriage of Bourbon and Pef- 
cara, when they ventured upon the fame enter- 
prife under circumftanees which feemed as cer- 
tainly to promife fuccefs ; the marquis del Guafto 
in particular fell on his knees, and conjured him 
to abandon the undertaking as defperate. But 
many circumilances combined in leading Charles 
to difregard all their remonftrances. He could; 

feldom be brought, on any occafion, to depart 
from a refolution which he had once taken ; he 
was too apt to under-rate and defpife the talents 
of his rival the king of France, becaufe they; 
differed fo widely from his own ; he was blinded 
by the preemption which accompanies prol'pe- 
rity ; and relied, perhaps, in fome degree, on the 
prophecies which predicted the increafe of his 
own grandeur. He not only adhered obitinately 
to his own plan, but determined to advance 
towards France without waiting for the reduc- 
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tion of any part of Piedmont, except fuch towns 
as were abiolutely neceffary for preferving his 
communication with the Milanefe. 

The marquis de Saluces, to whom Francis had 
entrufted the command of a fmall body of troops 
left for the defence of Piedmont, rendered this 
more eafy than Charles had any reafon to expeft. 
That nobleman, educated in the court of France, 
diftinguifhed by continual marks of the king’s 
favour, and honoured fo lately with a charge of 
fuch importance, fuddenly, and without any pro- 
vocation or pretext of difguft, revolted from his 
benefactor. His motives to this treacherous 
aftion were as childifh as the deed itfelf was bafe. 
Being itrongly pofleffed with a fuperftitious 
faith in divination and altrology, he believed with 
full affurance, that the fatal period of the French 
nation was at hand ; that on its ruins the empe- 
ror would eftablifh an univerfal monarchy ; that 
therefore he ought to follow the diftates of pru- 
dence, in attaching himfelf to his rifing fortune, 
and could incur no blame for deferting a prince 
whom heaven had devoted to deltruftion k. His 
treafon became Hill more odious, by his employ- 
ing that very authority, with which Francis had 
invefted him, in order to open the kingdom to 
his enemies. Whatever meafures were propofed 
or undertaken by the officers under his command 
for the defence of their conquefts, he rejecled or 
defeated. Whatever properly belonged to him- 
felf, as commander in chief, to provide or per- 
form for that purpofe, he totally neglected. In 

Bcllay, 222, a. 246, b.- 
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this manner, he rendered towns even of the 
greateft confequence, untenable, by leaving them 
deftitute either of proviiions, or ammunition, or 
artillery, or a fuflicient garrifon ; and the Im- 
perialilts mull have reduced Piedmont in as Ihort 
a time as was necelfary to march through it, if 
Montpezat, the governor of Folfano, had not, 
by an extraordinary effort of courage and military 
conduct, detained them almoll a month before 
that inconfiderable place. 

By this meritorious and feafonable fervice, he 
gained his mailer fufficient time for alfembling 
Ids forces, and for concerting a fyltem of defence 
againh a danger which he now law to be inevit- 
able. Francis fixed upon the only proper and 
effedlual plan for defeating the invafion of a 
powerful enemy ; and his prudence in choofing 
this plan, as well as his perfeverance in executing 
it, deferve the greater praife, as it was equally 
contrary to his own natural temper, and to the 
"enius of the French nation. He determined to O 
remain altogether upon the defenfive ; never to 
hazard a battle, or even a great ikirmilh without 
certainty of fuccefs; to fortify his camps in a 
regular manner ; to throw garrifons only into 
towns of great llrength ; to deprive the enemy 
of fubfillence, by laying waile the country before 
them ; and to fave the whole kingdom, by facri- 
ficing one of its provinces. The execution of 
this plan he committed entirely to the marechal 
Montmorency, who was the author of it; a man 
wonderfully fitted by nature for fuch a trull. 
Haughty, fevere, confident in his own abilities, 
and defpifing thofe of other men; incapable of 

being 
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being diverted from any refolution by remon- 
ftrances or entreaties ; and, in profecuting any 
fcheme, regardlefs alike of love or of pity. 

Montmorency made choice of a ftrong camp 
tinder the walls of Avignon, at the confluence of 
the Rhone and the Durance, one of which plen- 
tifully fupplied his troops with all neceflaries 
from the inland provinces, and the other covered 
his camp on that fide where it was moll probable 
the enemy would approach. He laboured with 
unwearied induftry to render the fortifications of 
this camp impregnable, and aflembled there a 
confiderable army, though greatly inferior to that 
of the enemy ; while the king with another body 
of troops encamped at Valence higher up the 
Rhone. Marfeilles and Arles were the only 
towns he thought it necefiary to defend ; the 
former, in order to retain the command of the 
fea; the latter, as the barrier of the province of 
Languedoc ; and each of thefe he furniihed with 
numerous garifons of his belt troops, commanded 
by officers on whofe fidelity and valour he could 
rely. The inhabitants of the other towns, as 
well as of the open country, were compelled to 
abandon their houfes, and were conducted to 
the mountains, to the camp at Avignon, or to 
the inland provinces. The fortifications of fuch 
places as might have afforded Ihelter or defence to 
the enemy, were thrown down. Corn, forage, and 
provifions of every kind, were carried away or 
deftroyed ; all the mills and ovens were ruined, 
and the wells filled up or rendered ufelefs. The 
devaftation extended from the Alps to Marfeilles, 
and from the fea to the confines of Dauphine ; 
nor does hiftory afford any inllance among civi- 
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lized nations, in which this cruel expedient for 
the public fafety was employed with the fame 
rigour. 

At length, the emperor arrived with the van ; 

of his army on the frontiers of Provence, and 
was Hill fo poffeifed with confidence of fuccefs, 
that, during a few days when he was obliged to 
halt until the reft of his troops came up, he 
began to divide his future conquefts among his 
officers ; and, as a new incitement to ferve him 
with zeal, gave them liberal promifes of offices, 
lands, and honours in France *. The face of 
defolation, however, which prefented itfelf to 
him, when he entered the country, began to 
damp his hopes, and convinced him that a mo- 
narch, who, in order to diftrefs an enemy, had 
voluntarily ruined one of his richeft provinces, 
would defend the reft with defperate obftinacy. 
Nor was it long before he became fenfible that 
Francis’s plan of defence was as prudent as it 
appeared to be extraordinary. His fleet, on 
which Charles chiefly depended for fubfiftence, 
was prevented for fome time by contrary winds, 
and other accidents to which naval operations 
are fubjeCt, from approaching the French coaft ; 
even after his arrival, it afforded at beft a preca- 
rious and fcanty fupply to fuch a numerous body 
of troops m ; nothing was to be found in the 
country itfelf for their fupport; nor could they 
draw any confiderable aid from the dominions of 
the duke of Savoy, exhaufted already by main- 
taining two great armies. The emperor was no 
lefs embarraifed how to employ, than how to 

fubfift 
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fubfift his forces; for though he was now in pof- 
feffion of almoft an entire province, he could not 
be faid to have the command of it, while he held 
only defencelefs towns ; and while the French, 
befides their camp, at Avignon,continued mafters 
of Marfeilles and Arles. At firft he thought of 
attacking the camp, and of terminating the war 
by one decifive blow ; but Ikilful officers, who 
were appointed to view it, declared the attempt 
to be utterly impradlicable. He then gave orders 
to inveft Marfeilles and Arles, hoping that the 
French would quit their advantageous poll in 
order to relieve them ; but Montmorency ad- 
hering firmly to his plan, remained immoveable 
at Avignon, and the Imperialifis met with fuch 
a warm reception from the garrifons of both 
towns, that they relinquilhed their enterprifes 
with lofs and difgrace. As a laft effort, the 
emperor advanced once more towards Avignon, 
though with an army haraffed by the perpetual 
incurfions of fmall parties of the French light 
troops, weakened by difeafes, and difpirited by 
difafters, which feemed the more intolerable, be- 
caufe they were unexpefted. 

During thefe operations, Montmorency found 
himfelf expofed to greater danger from his own 
troops than from the enemy ; and their incon- 
fiderate valour went near to have precipitated the 
kingdom into thofe calamities which he with fuch 
induilry and caution had endeavoured to avoid. 
Unaccullomed to behold an enemy ravaging their 
country almoft without controul ; impatient of 
fuch long inaftion ; unacquainted with the flow 
and remote, but certain effefts of Montmoren- 
cy’s fyftem of defence ; the French wilhed for a 
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battle with no lefs ardour than the Imperialifts. 
They conlidered the conduct of their general as 
a difgrace to their country. His caution they 
imputed to timidity ; his circumfpedtion to want 
of fpirit; and the conftancy with which he pur- 
fued his plan, to obilinacy or pride. Thefe re- 
flections, whifpered at firlt among the foldiers 
and fubalterns, were adopted, by degrees, by 
officers of higher rank ; and as many of them : 
envied Montmorency’s favour with the king, and 
more were difl'atisfled with his harffi difgufling 
manner, the difcontent foon became great in his 
camp, which was filled with general murmurings, 
and almoll open complaints againfi his meafures. 
Montmorency, on whom the fentiments of his ? 
own troops made as little impreffion as the infults : 

of the enemy, adhered rteadily to his fyitem ; 
though, in order to reconcile the army to his j 
maxims, no lefs contrary to the genius of > 
the nation, than to the ideas of war among j 
undifciplined troops, he aflumed an unufual 
affability in his deportment, and often explain- 
ed, with great condefcenfion, the motives of 
his conduct, the advantages which had already . 
refulted from it, and the certain fuccefs with 
which it would be attended. At lafl, Francis 
joined his army at Avignon, which, having re- 
ceived feveral reinforcements, he now confidered 
as of ftrength fufficient to face the enemy. As 
he had put no fmall conftraint upon himfelf, 
in confenting that his troops ffiould remain fo 
long upon the defenlive, it can hardly be doubted 
but that his fondnefs for what was daring and 
fplendid, added to the impatience both of officers 
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and foldiers, would at laft have over-ruled Mont- 
morency’s falutary caution n. 

Happily the retreat of the enemy delivered the 
kingdom from the danger which any rafh refolu- 
tion might have occafioned. The emperor, after 
fpending two inglorious months in Provence, 
without having performed any thing fuitable to 
his vaft preparations, or that could juftify the con- 
fidence with which he had boafted of his own 
power, found that, befides Antonio de Leyva, 
and other officers of diitinftion, he had loft one 
half of his troops by difeafes or by famine ; and 
that the reft were in no condition to ftruggle any 
longer with calamities, by which fo many of their 
companions had perifhed. Neceffity, therefore, 
extorted from him orders to retire ; and though 
he was fome time in motion before the French 
fufpefted his intention, a body of light troops, 
affifted by crowds of peafants, eager to be re- 
venged on thofe who had brought fuch defola- 
tion on their country, hung upon the rear of the 
Imperialifts, and by feizing every favourable op- 
portunity of attacking them, threw them often 
into confufion. The road by which they fled, 
for they purfued their march with fuch diforder 
and precipitation that it fcarcely deferves the 
name of a retreat, was ftrewed with arms or bag- 
gage, which in their hurry and trepidation they 
had abandoned, and covered with the fick, the 
wounded, and the dead ; infomuch that Martin 
Bellay, an eye-witnefs of their calamities, endea- 
vours to give his readers lome idea of them, by 
comparing their miferies to thofe which the Jews 

a Mem. de Bellay, 269, &c. 312, &c. 
m 3 fuffered 
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fuffered from the victorious and deftruftive arms 
of the Romans 0. If Montmorency, at this criti- 
cal moment, had advanced with all his forces, 
nothing could have faved the whole Imperial army 
from utter ruin. But that general, by Handing 
fo long and fo obftinately on the defenfive, had 
become cautious to excefs ; his mind, tenacious 
of any bent it had once taken, could not affume 
a contrary one as fuddenly as the change of cb> 
cumftances required ; and he Hill continued to 
repeat his favourite maxims, that it was more 
prudent to allow the lion to efcape, than to drive 
him to defpair, and that a bridge of gold ihould 
be made for a retreating enemy. 

The emperor having conducted the ihattered 
remains of his troops to the frontiers of Milan, 
and appointed the marquis del GuaHo to fuc- 
ceed Leyva in the government of that dutchy, 
fet out for Genoa. As he could not bear to 
expofe himfelf to the fcorn of the Italians, after 
fuch a fad reverie of fortune ; and did not choofe, 
under his prefent circumilances, to reviiit thofc 
cities through which he had fo lately paffed in 
triumph for one conqueil, and in certain expec- 
tation of another, he embarked diredUy for 
Spain P [November]. 

Nor was the progrefs of his arms on the op- 
poiite frontier of France fuch as to alleviate, in 
any degree, the Ioffes which he had fuffained in 
Provence. Beilay, by his addrefs and intrigues, 
had prevailed on fo many of the German princes 
to withdraw the contingent of troops which they 

® Mem. de Beilay, 116. Satidov, Hid. del Emper. ii. 232. 
P Jovii Hiftor. lib. xxxv. p. 174, &c. 

had 
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had furnifhed to the king of the Romans, that he 
was obliged to lay aiide all thoughts of his in- 
tended irruption into Champagne. Though a 
powerful army levied in the Low-Countries en- 
tered Picardy, which they found but feebly 
guarded, while the llrength of the kingdom was 
drawn towards the fouth; yet the nobility, 
taking arms with their ufual alacrity, fupplied 
by their fpirit the defects of the king’s prepara- 
tions, and defended Peronne, and other towns 
which were attacked with fuch vigour, as obliged 
the enemy' to retire, without making any con- 
queft of importance 'b 

Thus Francis, by the prudence of his own 
meafures, and by the union and valour of his 
fubjefts, rendered abortive thofe vaft efforts 
in which his rival had almolt exhaufled his 
whole force. As this humbled the emperor’s 
arrogance no lefs than it checked his power, 
he was mortified more fenfibly on this occa- 
fion than on any other, during the courfe of 
the long contefts between him and the French 
monarch. 

One circumflance alone embittered the joy 
with which the fuccefs of the campaign infpired 
Francis. That was the death of the Dauphin, 
his elded fon, a prince of great hopes, and ex- 
tremely beloved by the people on account of his 
refemblance to his father. This happening fud- 
denly, was imputed to poifon, not only by the 
vulgar, fond of aferibing the death of illudrious 
perlonages to extraordinary caufes, but by the 
king and his miniders. The count de Montecu- 

1 Mem. de Bellay, 31S, fcc. 
culi, 
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culi, an Italian nobleman, cupbearer to the Dau- 
phin, being feized on fufpicion and put to the 
torture, openly charged the Imperial generals, 
Gonzaga and Leyva, with having inftigated him 
to the commiflion of that crime ; he even threw 
out fome indirect and obfcure accufations againft 
the emperor himfelf. At a time when all France 
was exafperated to the utmoll againft Charles, 
this uncertain and extorted charge was coniidered 
as an inconteftible proof of guilt; while the confi- 
dence with which both he and his officers afferted 
their own innocence, together with the indigna- 
tion, as well as horror, which they expreffed on 
their being fuppofed capable of fuch a deteftable 
aftion, were little attended to, and lefs regarded r. 
It is evident, however, that the emperor could 
have no inducement to perpetrate fuch a crime, 
as Francis was Hill in the vigour of life himfelf, 
and had two fons, befides the Dauphin, grown 
up almoft to the age of manhood. That lingle 
confideration, without mentioning the emperor’s 
general charadler, unblemilhed by the imputation 
of any deed refembling this in atrocity, is more 
than fufficient to counterbalance the weight of a 
dubious teftimony uttered during the anguifh of 
torture3. According to the moft unprejudiced 
hiftorians, the Dauphin’s death was occafioned 
by his having drunk too freely of cold water af- 
ter over-heating himfelf at tennis ; and this ac- 
count, as it is the moft fimple, is likewife the moft 
credible. But if his days were cut fliort by 
poifon, it is not improbable that the emperor 

r Mem. <ie Beliay, 289. 
> Sandov. Hiit. del £mp. ii. 23 !• 
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conjectured rightly, when he affirmed that it had 
been adminiftered by the direction of Catherine 
of Medici, in order to fecure the crown to the 
duke of Orleans, her huffiand£. The advantages 
refulting to her by the Dauphin’s death were 
obvious as well as great; nor did her boundlefs 
and daring ambition ever recoil from any action 
necelfary towards attaining the objects which Ihe 
had in view. 

1537.3 Next year opened with a tranfaction 
very uncommon, but fo incapable of producing 
any effect, that it would not deferve to be men- 
tioned, if it were not a ftriking proof of the per- 
fonal animoiity which mingled itfelf in all the 
holtilities between Charles and Francis, and 
which often betrayed them into fuch indecencies 
towards each other, as lefiened the dignity of 
both. Francis, accompanied by the peers and 
princes of the blood, having taken his feat in 
the parliament of Paris with the ufual folemni- 
ties, the advocate-general appeared; and after 
acculing Charles of Auftria (for fo he affefted to 
call the empeior) of having violated the treaty of 
Cambray, by which he was abfolved from the 
homage due to the crown of France for the coun- 
ties of Artois and Flanders; infilled that this 
treaty being now void, he was flill to be confi- 
dered as a vaffal of the crown, and by confequence 
had been guilty of rebellion in taking arms againll 
his fovereign ; and therefore he demanded that 
Charles fhould be fummoned to appear in perfon, 
Or by his counfel, before the parliament of Paris* 
his legal judges, to anfwer for this crime. The 

* Veia y Zuniga Vida de Carlo V, p. 75. 
requeft 
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requeft was granted ; a herald repaired to the 
frontiers of Picardy, and fummoned him with 
the accuftomed formalities to appear againll a day 
prefixed. That term being expired, and no per-; 

fon appearing in his name, the parliament gave 
judgment, “ That Charles of Auftria had forfeited 
by rebellion and contumacy thofe fiefs; declared 
Flanders and Artois to be re-united to the crown 
of France!” and ordered their decree for this 
purpofe to be publifhed by found of trumpet on 
the frontiers of thefe provinces u. 

Soon after this vain difplay of his refentment, 
rather than of his power, Francis marched towards 
the Low-Countries [March], as if he had intended 
to execute the fentence which his parliament had 
pronounced, and to feize thofe territories which 
it had awarded to him. As the queen of Hun- 
gary, to whom her brother the emperor had 
committed the government of that part of his 
dominions, was not prepared for fo early a 
campaign, he at firft made fame progrefs, and 
took feveral towns of importance. But being 
obliged foon to leave his army, in order to fuper- 
intend the other operations of war, the Flemings, 
having aflembled a numerous army, not only re- 
covered moll of the places which they had loft, 
but began to make conquefts in their turn. At 
laft they invefted Terouenne, and the duke of 
Orleans, now Dauphin, by the death of his 
brother, and Montmorency, whom Francis had 
honoured with the conftable’s fword, as the re- 
ward of his great fervices during the former cam- 

u Lettres et Memoires d’Etat, par Ribicr, 2 tom. Blois, 
1666. tom. i. p. 1. 
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paign, determined to hazard a battle in order to 
relieve it. While they were advancing for this 
purpofe, and within a few miles of the enemy, 
they were ftopt Ihort by the arrival of an herald 
from the queen of Hungary, acquainting him 
that a fufpcnfion of arms was now agreed upon. 

This unexpe&ed event was owing to the zeal- 
ous endeavours of the two lifters, the queens of 
France and of Hungary, who had long laboured 
to reconcile the contending monarchs. The war in 
the Netherlands had laid wafte the frontier pro- 
vinces of both countries, without any real ad- 
vantage to either. The French and Flemings 
equally regretted the interruption of their com- 
merce, which was beneficial to both. Charles 
as well as Francis, who had each drained to the 
utmoft, in order to fupport the vaft operations 
of the former campaign, found that they could 
not now keep armies on foot in this quarter, 
without weakening their operations in Piedmont, 
where both w'iftied to pulh the war with the 
greateft vigour. All thefe circumftances facili- 
tated the negotiations of the two queens ; a 
truce was concluded [July 30J, to continue in 
force for ten months, but it extended no farther 
than the Low-Countries x. 

In Piedmont the war was ftill profecuted with 
great animofity ; and though neither Charles nor 
Francis could make the powerful efforts to which 
this animofity prompted them, they continued 
to exert themfelves like combatants, whofe ran- 
cour remains after their ftrength is exhaufted. 
Towns were alternately loft and retaken; fkir- 

* Memoires de Ribier, 56. 
mifties 
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mifties were fought every day ; and much blood 
was Hied, without any action that gave a decided 
fuperiority to either fide. At laft the two queens; 
determining not to leave unfinifhed the good 
work which they had begun) prevailed, by their 
importunate folicitations, the one on her brother,; 
the other on her hufband, to confent alfo to a: 

truce in Piedmont for three months. The con<c 
ditions of it were, that each fliould keep pafleffion' 
of what was in his hands, and after leaving gar-- 
rifons in the towns, fliould withdraw his army 
out of the province ; and that plenipotentiaries i 
fhould be appointed to adjuft all matters in dif- 
pute by a final treaty r. 

The powerful motives which inclined both; 
princes to this accommodation, have been often 
mentioned. The expences of the war had far 
exceeded the fums which their revenues were 
capable of fupplying; nor durft they venture 
upon any great addition to the impofitions then 
eitabliflied, as fubjects had not yet learnt to bear 
with patience the immenfe burdens to which 
they have become accuilomed in modern times. 
The emperor in particular, though he had con- 
tracted debts which in that age appeared pro- 
digious z, had it not in his power to pay the 
large arrears long due to his army. At the fame 
time he had no profpeft of deriving any aid in 
money or men either from the pope or Vene- 
tians, though he had employed promiles and 
threats, alternately, in order to procure it. But 
he found the former not only fixed in his relolu- 
tion of adhering fteadily to the neutrality which he 

* Ribier, i. 294. 
had 

y Memoires de Ribier, 62. 
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had always declared to be fuitable to his charac- 
ter, but pafiionately defirous of bringing about a 
peace. He perceived that the latter were ftill 
intent on their ancient objeft of holding the 
balance even between the rivals, and folicitous 
not to throw too great a weight into either 
fcale. 

What made a deeper imprefiion on Charles 
than all thefe, was the dread of the Turkiflt 
arms, which, by his league with Solyman, Francis 
had drawn upon him. Though Francis, with- 
out the afliftance of a fingle ally, had a war to 
maintain againlt an enemy greatly fuperior in 
power to himfelf, yet fo great was the horror of 
Chriftians, In that age, at any union with Infi- 
dels, which they confidered not only as difho- 
nourable but profane, that it was long before he 
could be brought to avail himfelf of the obvious 
advantages refulting from fuch a confederacy. 
Necefiity at laft furmounted his delicacy and 
fcruples. Towards the clofe of the preceding 
year, La Foreil, a fecret agent at the Ottoman 
Porte, had concluded a treaty with the fultan, 
whereby Solyman engaged to invade the kingdom 
of Naples, during the next campaign, and to at- 
tack the king of the Romans in Hungary with a 
powerful army, while Francis undertook to en. 
ter the Milanefe at the fame time with a proper 
force. Solyman had punctually performed what 
was incumbent on him. Barbarofia with a great 
fleet appeared on the coaft of Naples, filled that 
kingdom, from which all the troops had been 
drawn towards Piedmont, with confternation, 
landed without reliitance near Taranto, obliged 

YOL. in. n Caftro, 
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Caftro, a place of fome ftiength, to furrender, 
plundered the adjacent country, and was taking 
meafures for fecuring and extending his con- 
queits, when the unexpected arrival of Doria, 
together with the pope’s gallies, and a fquadron 
of the Venetian fleet, made it prudent for him to 
retire. In Hungary the progrefs of the Turks 
was more formidable. Mahmet, their general, 
after gaining feveral fmall advantages, defeated 
the Germans in a great battle at Effek on the 
Crave a. Happily for Chriftendom, it was not 
in Francis’s power to execute with equal exaCf- 
nefs what he had llipulated ; nor could he affem- 
ble at this junfture an army ftrong enough to 
penetrate into the Milanefe. By this he failed 
in recovering poflefiion of that dutchy ; and Italy 
was not only faved from the calamities of a new 
war, but from feeling the defolating rage of the 
Turkilh arms, as an addition to all that it had 
fuffered b. As the emperor knew that he could 
not long reflit the efforts of two fuch powerful 
confederates, nor could expeCt that the fame 
fortunate accidents would concur a fecond time 
to deliver Naples, and to preferve the Milanefe ; 
as he forefaw that the Italian Hates would not 
only tax him loudly with infatiable ambition, 
but might even turn their arms againll him, if 
he fhould be fo regardlefs of their danger as ob- 
llinately to protract the war, he thought it ne- 
cefiary, both for his fafety and reputation, to 
give his confent to a truce. Nor was Francis 

a Iftuanheffi Kift. Hung. lib. xiii. p. 139. 
b jovii Hift. lib. xxxv. p. JS3. 
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willing to fuftain all the blame of obftrufting the 
re-eftablilhment of tranquillity, or to expofe him- 
felf on that account to the danger of being de- 
ferted by the Swifs and other foreigners in his 
fervice. He even began to apprehend that his 
own fubjefts would ferve him coldly, if by con- 
tributing to aggrandize the power of the Infidels, 
which it was his duty, and had been the ambi- 
tion of his anceftors to deprefs, he continued to 
aft: in direft oppofition to all the principles which 
ought to influence a monarch diftinguilhed by 
the title of Moll Chriftian King. He chofe, for 
all thefe reafons, rather to run the rifle of dif- 
obliging his new ally the fultan, than, by an 
unfeafonable adherence to the treaty with him, 
to forfeit what was of greater confequence- 

But though both parties confented to a truce, 
the plenipotentiaries found infuperable difficulties 
in fettling the articles of a definitive treaty. 
Each of the monarchs, with the arrogance of a 
conqueror, aimed at giving law to the other; 
and neither would fo far acknowledge his infe- 
riority, as to facrifice any point of honour, or to 
relinquifli any matter of right; fo that the pleni- 
potentiaries fpent the time in long and fruitlefs 
negotiations, and feparated after agreeing to 
prolong the truce for a few months. 

1538.] The pope, however, did not defpair 
of accompliflung a point in which the plenipo- 
tentiaries had failed, and took upon himfelf the 
foie burden of negotiating a peace. To form a 
confederacy capable of defending Chriftendom 
from the formidable inroads of the Turkilh arms, 
and to concert effeftual meafures for the extirpa- 
tion of the Lutheran herefy, were two great ob- 

n 2 jects 



THE REIGN OF THE B. VI. 

jetts which Paul had much at heart, and he con- 
lidered the union of the emperor with the king 
of France as an eflential preliminary to both. 
To be the inftrument of reconciling thefe con- 
tending monarchs, whom his predecdfors by their 
interefted and indecent intrigues had fo often 
embroiled, was a circumftance which could not 
fail of throwing a diftinguiihed luftre on his cha- 
racter and adminillration. Nor was he without 
hopes that, while he purfued this laudable end, 
he might fecure advantages to his own family, 
the aggrandizing of which he did not negleCt, 
though he aimed at it with a lefs audacious am- 
bition than was common among the popes of that 
century. Influenced by thefe confiderations, he 
propofed an interview between the two monarchs 
at Nice, and offered to repair thither in perfon, 
that he might a£t as mediator in compofing all 
their differences. When a pontiff of a venerable 
character, and of a very advanced age, was 
•willing, from his zeal for peace, to undergo 
the fatigues of fo long a journey, neither Charles 
nor Francis could with decency decline the in- 
terview. But though both came to the place of 
rendezvous, fo great was the difficulty of ad- 
jufting the ceremonial, or fuch the remains of dif- 
truft and rancour on each fide, that they refufed . 
to fee one another, and every thing was tranf- . 
aCted by the intervention of the pope, who vifited 
them alternately. With all his zeal and ingenuity 
he could not find out a method of removing the 
obftacles which prevented a final accommodation, 
particularly thofe arifing from the poffeffion of 
the Milanefe ; nor was all the weight of his au- 
thority fufficient to overcome the obflinate perfe- 

2 verance 
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verance of either monarch in aflerting his own 
claims. At laft, that he might not feem to 
have laboured altogether without effedt, he pre- 
vailed on them to fign a truce for ten years 
[June 18J, upon the fame condition with the 
former, that each fhould retain what was now in 
his pofiefiion, and in the mean time fhould fend 
ambaffadors to Rome, to difcufs their pretenfions 
at leifure c. 

Thus ended a war of no long continuance, but 
very extenfive in its operations, and in which 
both parties exerted their utmoft ftrength. 
Though Francis failed in the object which he 
had principally in view, the recovery of the Mi- 
lanefe, he acquired, neverthelefs, great reputation 
by the wifdom of his meafures as well as the fuc- 
cefs of his arms in repelling a formidable invafion ; 
and by keeping poffeflion of one half of the duke 
of Savoy’s dominions, he added no inconfiderable 
acceflion of ftrength to his kingdom. Whereas 
Charles, repulfed and baffled, after having boafted 
fo arrogantly of victory, purchafed an inglorious 
truce, by facrificing an ally who had raftfty con- 
fided too much in his friendfliip and power. The 
unfortunate duke murmured, complained, and 
remonftrated againft a treaty fo much to his 
difadvantage, but in vain ; he had no means of 
redrefs, and was obliged to fubmit. Of all his 
dominions, Nice, with its dependencies, was the 
only corner of which he himfelf kept poftelfion. 
He faw the reft divided between a powerful in- 

e Recueil des Traitez,ii. 210. Relatione del Nicolo 
Tiepolo de I’Abocamento di Nizza, chez Du Mont Corps 
Diplomat, par. ii. p. 174. 

N 3 vader 



THE REIGN OF THE B. VI. I38 

vader and the ally to whofe proteftion he had 
trulled, while he remained a fad monument of 
the imprudence of weak princes, who by 
taking part in the quarrel of mighty neigh- 
bours, between whom they happen to be 
fituated, are crulhed and overwhelmed in the 
fliock. 

A few days after figning the treaty of truce, 
the emperor fet fail for Barcelona, but was driven 
by contrary winds to the ifland of St. Margaret 
on the coait of Provence. When Francis, who 
happened to be not far diftant, heard of this, he 
confidered it as an office of civility to invite him 
to take ihelter in his dominions, and propofed a 
perfonal interview with him at Aigues-mortes. 
The emperor, who would not be outdone by his 
rival in complaifance, inftantly repaired thither. 
As foon as he call anchor in the road, Francis, 
without waiting to fettle any point of ceremony, 
but relying implicitly on the emperor’s honour 
for his fecurity, vilited him on board his galley, 
and was received and entertained with the warm- 
elt demonftrations of efteem and affeftion. Next 
day the emperor repaid the confidence which the 
king had placed in him. He landed at Aigues- 
mortes with as little precaution, and met with a 
reception equally cordial. He remained on 
fiiore during the night, and in both vifits the two 
monarchs vied with each other in exprefilons of 
refpett and friendlhip d. After twenty years of 
open hollilities, or of fecret enmity; after fo 

d Sandov. Hid. vol. ii. 138. Relation de PEntrevue de 
Chari. V. & Fran. I. par M. de la Rivoire. Hid. de Langued. 
par D. D. De Vk. & Vaifette, tona. v. Preuves, p. 93. 
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many injuries reciprocally inflifted or endured ; 
after having formally given the lie, and challenged 
one another to fingle combat; after the emperor 
had inveighed fo publicly againft Francis as a 
prince void of honour or integrity; and after 
Francis had accufed him of being acceffary to 
the murder of his eldeft fon ; fuch an interview 
appears altogether Angular and even unnatural. 
But the hiftory of thefe monarchs abounds with 
fuch furprifmg tranfitions. From implacable 
hatred they appeared to pafs, in a moment, to 
the molt cordial reconcilement ; from fufpi- 
cion and diltruft, to perfect confidence; and 
from practifing all the dark arts of a deceitful 
policy, they could aflume, of a fudden, the 
liberal and open manners of two gallant gentle- 
men. 

The pope, befides the glory of having rellored 
peace to Europe, gained, according to his ex- 
pedtation, a point of great confequence to his 
family, by prevailing on the emperor to betroth 
Margaret of Auitria, his natural daughter, for- 
merly the wife of Alexander di Medici, to his 
grandfon Octavio Farnefe, and in confideration 
of this marriage, to beftow feveral honours and 
territories upon his future fon-in-law, A very 
tragical event, which happened about the begin- 
ning of the year one thoufand five hundred and 
thirty-feven, had deprived Margaret of her firll 
hulband. That young prince, whom the em- 
peror’s partiality had raifed to the fupreme power 
in Florence, upon the ruins of the public liberty, 
neglefted entirely the cares of government, and 
abandoned himfelf to the moft dilfolute de- 
bauchery. Lorenzo di Medici his neareil kinf- 

man 
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man was not only the companion but dir eft or 
of his pleafures, and employing all the powers 
of a cultivated and inventive genius in this dif- 
honourable miniftry, added fuch elegance as well 
as variety to vice, as gained him an abfolute af- 
cendant over the mind of Alexander. But while 
Lorenzo feemed to be funk in luxury, and af- 
fefted fuch an appearance of indolence and ef- 
feminacy, that he would not wear a fword, and 
trembled at the fight of blood, he concealed 
under that difguife a dark, defigning, audacious 
fpirit. Prompted either by the love of liberty, 
or allured by the hope of attaining the fupreme 
power, he determined to affaffinate Alexander 
his benefaftor and friend. Though he long re- 
volved this defign in his mind, his referved and 
fufpicious temper prevented him from communi- 
cating it to any perfon whatever ; and continu- 
ing to live with Alexander in their ufual famili- 
arity, he, one night, under pretence of having 
fecured him an aflignation with a lady of high 
rank whom he had often folicited, drew that un- 
wary prince into a fecret apartment of his houfe, 
and there ftabbed him, while he lay carelefsly on 
a couch expefting the arrival of the lady whofe 
company he had been promifed. But no fooner 
was the deed done, than Handing aftonifhed, 
and itruck with horror at its atrocity, he forgot, 
in a moment, all the motives which had induced 
him to commit it. Infiead of roufing the people 
to recover their liberty by publifhing the death- 
of the tyrant, inftead of taking any ftep towards 
opening his own way to the dignity now vacant, 
he locked the door of the apartment, and, like 
a man bereaved of reafon and prefence of mind, 

fled 
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fled with the utmoft precipitation out of the 
Florentine territories. It was late next morning 
before the fate of the unfortunate prince was 
known, as his attendants, accuftomed to his ir- 
regularities, never entered his apartment early. 
Immediately the chief perfons in the Hate aflem- 
bled. Being induced partly by the zeal of car- 
dinal Cibo for the houfe of Medici, to which he 
was nearly related, partly by the authority of 
Francis Guicciardini, who recalled to their me- 
mory, and reprefented in itriking colours, the 
caprice as well as turbulence of their ancient po- 
pular government, they agreed to place Cofmo 
di Medici, a youth of eighteen, the only male 
heir of that illuttrious houfe, at the head of the 
government; though at the fame time fuch was 
their love of liberty, that they eftablifhed feveral 
regulations in order to circumfcribe and mode- 
rate his power. 

Meanwhile, Lorenzo having reached a place 
of fafety, made known what he had done, to 
Philip Strozzi and the other Florentines who 
had been driven into exile, or who had voluntarily 
retired, when the republican form of government 
was abolilhed, in order to make way for the do- 
minion of the Medici. By them, the deed was 
extolled with extravagant praifes, and the virtue 
of Lorenzo was compared to that of the elder 
Brutus, who difregarded the ties of blood, or 
with that of the younger, who forgot the friend- 
fhip and favours of the tyrant, that they might 
preferve or recover the liberty of their country e. 
Nor did they reft fatisfied with empty pane* 

e Lettere di Principi, tom. iii. p 6^, 
Syncs} 
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gyrics; they immediately quitted their different 
places of retreat, affembled forces, animated 
their vaffals and partizans to take arms, and to 
feize this opportunity of re-eftabliffn'ng the pub- 
lic liberty on its ancient foundation. Being 
openly afiifled by the French ambaffador at 
Rome, and fecretly encouraged by the pope, 
■who bore no good-will to the houfe of Medici, 
they entered the Florentine dominions with a 
confiderable body of men. But the perfons who 
had ele&ed Cofmo poffeffed not only the means 
of fupporting his government, but abilities to 
employ them in the moil proper manner. They 
levied, with the greateft expedition, a good 
number of troops; they endeavoured by every 
art to gain the citizens of greatell authority, and 
to render the adminiftration of the young prince 
agreeable to the people. Above all, they courted 
the emperor’s pro t eft ion, as the only firm founda- 
tion of Cofmo’s dignity and power. Charles, 
knowing the propenfity of the Florentines to 
the friendfliip of France, and how much all the 
partizans of a republican government detefted 
him as the oppreffor of their liberties, faw it to 
be greatly for his intereft to prevent the re- 
eftablifhment of the ancient conffitution in 
Florence. For this reafon, he not only ac- 
knowledged Cofmo as head of the Florentine 
ftate, and conferred on him all the titles of 
honour with which Alexander had been digni- 
fied, but engaged to defend him to the utmoft ; 
and as a pledge of this, ordered the commanders 
of fuch of his troops as were ftationed on the 
frontiers of Tufcany, to fupport him againft all 
aggrefibrs. By their aid, Cofmo obtained an 
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eafy victory over the exiles, whofe troops he fur- 
prifed in the night-time, and took moft of the 
chiefs prifoners : an event which broke all their 
meafures, and fully eftabliihed his own authority. 
But though he was extremely defirous of the 
additional honour of marrying the emperor’s 
daughter, the widow of his predecelfor, Charles, 
fecure already of his attachment, chofe rather 
to gratify the pope, by bellowing her on his 
nephew'f. 

During the war between the emperor and 
Francis, an event had happened which abated in 
lome degree the warmth and cordiality of friend- 
Ihip which had long fubfifted between the latter 
and the king of England. James the fifth of 
Scotland, an enterpriling young prince, having 
heard of the emperor’s intention to invade Pro- 
vence, was fo fond of Ihewing that he did not 
yield to any of his anceftors in the fincerity of 
his attachment to the French crown, and fo 
eager to diilinguilh himfelf by fome military ex- 
ploit, that he levied a body of troops with an 
intention of leading them in perfon to the afiill- 
ance of the king of France. Though fome un- 
fortunate accidents prevented his carrying any 
troops into France, nothing could divert him 
from going thither in perfon. Immediately 
upon his landing, he haltened to Provence, but 
had been detained fo long in his voyage, that he 
came too late to have any lhare in the military 
operations, and met the king on his return after 

f Jovii Hift. c. xcviii. p. 218, &e. Belcarii Comment. 
1. xxii. p. 696 Ittoriade fui Tempi di Giov. Bat. Adti- 
ani. Ven. 15S7. p. 10, 

the 
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the retreat of the Imperiallfts. But Francis was' 
fo greatly pleafed with his zeal, and no lefs with 
his manners and converfation, that he could not 
refufe him his daughter Magdalen, whom he; 
demanded in marriage. It mortified Henry ex-: 
tremely to fee a prince, of whom he was im- 
moderately jealous, form an alliance [Jan. i, 
1537], from which he derived fuch an acceffion 
of reputation as well as fecurity He could! 

not, however, with decency, oppofe Francis’s, 
beftowing his daughter upon a monarch defcend- 
ed from a race of princes, the moft ancient and; 
faithful allies of the French crown. But when 
James, upon the hidden death of Magdalen, de- : 
manded as his fecond wife Maiy of Guife, he 
warmly folicited Francis to deny his fuit, and in' 
order to difappoint him, afked that lady in mar- 
riage for himfelf. When Francis preferred the ' 
Scottifli king’s fincere courtfhip to his artful and 
malevolent propofal, he difcovered much diffatif- 
faftion. The pacification agreed upon at Nice, 
and the familiar interview^ of the two rivals at 
Aigues-mortes, filled Henry’s mind with new 
fufpicions, as if Francis had altogether renoun- 
ced his friendfhip for the fake of newr conneftions 
with the emperor. Charles, thoroughly ac- 
quainted w’ith the temper of the Englifh king, 
and wTatchful to obferve all the fhiftings and ca- 
prices of his palfions, thought this a favourable 
opportunity of renewing his negotiations with 
him, which had been long broken off. By the 
death of queen Catharine, whofe intereft the em- 
peror could not with decency have abandoned, the 

S Hill, of Scotland, vol. i. p. 77. 
chief 
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chief caufe of their difcord was removed ; fo 
that, without touching upon the delicate quef- 
tion of her divorce, he might now take what 
meafures he thought molt effeftual for regain- 
ing Henry’s good-will. For this purpofe, he 
began with propofing feveral marriage-treaties to 
the king. He offered his niece, a daughter of 
the king of Denmark, to Henry himfelf; he 
demanded the princefs Mary for one of the 
princes of Portugal, and was even willing to 
receive her as the king’s illegitimate daughtei h. 
Though none of thefe projected alliances ever 
took place, or perhaps were ever ferioufly in- 
tended, they occaiioned fuch frequent intercourfe 
between the courts, and fo many reciprocal pro- 
feffions of civility and efteem, as confiderably 
abated the edge of Henry’s rancour againft the 
emperor, and paved the way for that union be- 
tween them which afterwards proved fo difad- 
vantageous to the French king. 

The ambitious fchemes in which the emperor 
had been engaged, and the wars he had been 
carrying on for fome years, proved, as ufual, 
extremely favourable to the progrefs of the re- 
formation in Germany. While Charles was ab- 
fent upon his African expedition, or intent on 
his projefts againfl France, his chief objeft in 
Germany was to prevent the diffenfions about 
religion from dilturbing the public tranquillity, 
by granting fuch indulgence to the protellant 
princes as might induce them to concur with 
his meafures, or at leaft hinder them from taking 
part with his rival. For this reafon, he was 

h Mem. deRibier, t. i. 496. 
VOL. III. O careful 
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careful to fecure to the proteftants the poffefiion 
of all the advantages which they had gained by 
the articles of pacification at Nuremberg, in the 
year one thoufand five hundred and thirty-two 1; 
and except fome flight trouble from the pro- 
ceedings of the Imperial chamber, they met with 
nothing to difturb them in the exercife of their 
religion, or to interrupt the fuccefsful zeal with 
which they propagated their opinions. Mean- 
while the pope continued his negotiations for 
convoking a general council; and though the 
proteftants had expreffed great diffatisfaftion with 
his intention to fix upon Mantua as the place of 
meeting, he adhered obftinately to his choice, 
iflued a bull on the fecond of June one thoufand 
five hundred and thirty-fix, appointing it to 
affemble in that city on the twenty-third of 
May the year following : he nominated three 
cardinals to prefide in his name; enjoined all 
Chriftian princes to countenance it by their au- 
thority, and invited the prelates of ever)' nation 
to attend in perfon. This fummons of a council, 
an affembly which from its nature and intention 
demanded quiet times, as well as pacific difpo- 
tions, at the very junfture when the emperor 
was on his march towards France, and ready to 
involve a great part of Europe in the confuiions 
of war, appeared to every perfon extremely un- 
feafonable. It was intimated, however, to all 
the different courts by nuncios difpatched of pur- 
pofe k. With an intention to gratify the Ger- 
mans, the emperor, during his relidence in Rome, 

i Du Mont Corps Diplom. tom. iv. part z. p-138* 
k Pallavic. Hift. Cone. Trid. 113. 
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had warmly folicited the pope to call a council; 
but being at the fame time willing to try every 
art in order to perfuade Paul to depart from the 
neutrality which he preferved between him and 
Francis, he fent Heldo his vice-chancellor into 
Germany, along with a nuncio difpatched thither, 
inftructing him to fecond all the nuncio’s repre- 
fentations, and to enforce them with the whole 
weight of the Imperial authority. The proteft- 
ants gave them audience at Smalkalde [Feb. 25, 
1537], where they had affembled in a body in 
order to receive them. But after weighing 
all their arguments, they unanimoufly refufed to 
acknowledge a council fummoned in the name 
and by the authority of the pope alone; 
in which he affumed the foie right of prefiding ; 
which was to be held in a city not only far dif- 
tant from Germany, but fubject to a prince, who 
was a ftranger to them, and clofely connected 
with the court of Rome ; and to which their 
divines could not repair with fafety, efpecially 
after their doftrines had been ftigmatized in the 
very bull of convocation with the name of herefy. 
Thefe and many other objections againft the 
council, which appeared to them unanfwerable, 
they enumerated in a large manifefto, which they 
publilhed in vindication of their conduCt *. 

Againft; this the court of Rome exclaimed as 
a flagrant proof of their obftinacy and prefump- 
tion, and the pope ftill perfifted in his refolution 
to hold the council at the time and in the place 
appointed. But feme unexpected difficulties 

1 Sleidan. 1. xli. 123, Jcc. Seckend. Com. lib. iii. p. 143, 
&c. 
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being ftarted by the duke of Mantua, both about 
the right of jurifdiction over the perfons who 
reforted to the council, and the fecurity of his 
capital amidft fuch a concourfe of ftrangers, the 
pope [Oft. 8, 1538], after fruitlefs endeavours 
to adjuft thefe, firfl: prorogued the council for 
fome months, and afterwards, transferring the 
place of meeting to Vicenza in the Vene- 
tian territories, appointed it to afiemble on the 
firfl; of May in the following year. As neither 
the emperor nor the French king, who had not 
then come to any accommodation, would permit 
their fubjefts to repair thither, not a Angle pre- 
late appeared on the day prefixed, and the pope, 
that his authority might not become altogether 
contemptible by fo many inelfeftual efforts to 
convoke that afiembly, put off the meeting by 
an indefinite prorogation m. 

But that he might not feem to have turned his 
whole attention towards a reformation which he 
was not able to accomplifh, while he neglefted 
that which was in his own power, he deputed 
a certain number of cardinals and bifhops, with 
full authority to inquire into the abufes and cor- 
ruptions of the Roman court; and to propofe 
the moll effeftual method of removing them. 
This ferutiny, undertaken with reluftance, was 
carried on ilowly and with remiflhefs. All de- 
fefts were touched with a gentle hand, afraid 
of probing too deep, or of difeovering too much. 
But even by this partial examination, many irre- 
gularities were detefted, and many enormities 
expofed to light, while the remedies which they 

n‘ F. Paul, 117. Pallavic. 117. 
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fuggefted as moil proper were either inadequate, 
or were never applied. The report and refolu- 
tion of thefe deputies, though intended to be 
kept fecret, were tranfmitted by fome accident 
into Germany, and being immediately made pub- 
lic, afforded ample matter for refledfion, and tri- 
umph to the proteftants n. On the one hand, 
they demonflrated the neceflity of a reformation 
in the head as well as the members of the church, 
and even pointed out many of the corruptions 
again ft which Luther and his followers had re- 
monftrated with the greateft vehemence. They 
fhewed, on the other hand, that it was vain to 
expect this reformation from ecclefiaftics them- 
felves, who, as Luther flrongly expreffed it, 
piddled at curing warts, while they overlooked 
or confirmed ulcers °. 

1539.3 The earneflnefs with which the em- 
peror i'eemed, at firit, to prefs their acquiefcing 
in the pope’s fcheme of holding a council in 
Italy, alarmed the proteftant princes fo much, 
that they thought it prudent to ftrengthen their 
confederacy, by admitting feveral new members 
who folicited that privilege, particularly the king 
of Denmark. Heldo, who, during his refidence 
in Germany, had obferved all the advantages 
which they derived from that union, endeavoured 
to counterbalance its effects by an alliance among 
the catholic powers of the empire. This league, 
diftinguifhed by the name of Holy, was merely 
defeniive; and though concluded by Heldo in 
the emperor’s name, was afterwards difowned 
by him, and fubfcribed by very few princes p. 

n Sleidan, 233. 0 Secki 1. Hi. 164. 
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The proteftants foon got intelligence of this 
affociation, notwithftanding all the endeavours of 
the contrafting parties to conceal it; and their 
zeal, always apt to fufpeft and to dread, even 
to excefs, every thing that feemed to threaten 
religion, inftantly took the alarm, as if the em- 
peror had been juft ready to enter upon the exe- 
cution of fome formidable plan for the extirpa- 
tion of their opinions. In order to difappoint 
this, they held frequent confultations, they 
courted the kings of France and England with 
great affiduity, and even began to think of raif- 
ing the refpedtive contingents both in men and 
money which they were obliged to furnifh by the 
treaty of Smalkalde. But it was not long be- 
fore they were convinced that thefe apprehen- 
fions were without foundation, and that the em- 
peror, to whom repofe was abfolutely neceffary, 
after efforts fo much beyond his ftrength in 
the war with France, had no thoughts of dif- 
turbing the tranquillity of Germany. As a proof 
of this, at an interview with theproteftant princes 
in Francfort [April 19], his ambaffadors agreed 
that all conceflions in their favour, particularly 
thofe contained in the pacification of Nuremberg, 
fhould continue in force for fifteen months ; that 
during this period all proceedings of the Imperial 
chamber againft them fhould be fufpended ; that 
a conference fhould be held by a few divines of 
each party, in order to difcufs the points in con- 
troverfy,andto propofe articles of accommodation 
which fhould be laid before the next diet. Though 
the emperor, that he might not irritate the pope, 
who remonftrated againft the firft part of this 
agreement as impolitic, and againft the latter. 
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as an impious encroachment upon his preroga- 
tive, never formally ratified this convention, it 
was obferved with confiderable exaftnefs, and 
greatly ftrengthened the bafis of that eccle- 
fiaftical liberty for which the proteftants con- 
tended 

A few days after the convention at Francfort, 
George duke of Saxony died [April 24], and 
his death was an event of great advantage to 
the reformation. That prince, the head of the 
Albertine, or younger branch of the Saxon 
family, polfelfed, as marquis of Mifnia and Thu- 
ringia, extenfive territories, comprehending Dref- 
den, Leipfic, and other cities now the moft con- 
fiderable in the eleftorare. From the firft dawn 
of the reformation, he had been its enemy as 
avowedly as the electoral princes were #its pro- 
teftors, and had carried on his oppofition not 
only with all the zeal flowing from religious 
prejudices, but with a virulence infpired by per- 
fonal antipathy to Luther, and embittered by the 
domeftic animofity fubfifting between him and 
the other branch of his family. By his death 
without iflue, his fucceffion fell to his brother 
Henry, whofe attachment to the proteftant reli- 
gion furpafled, if pofiible, that of his predeceffor 
to popery. Henry no fooner took poffeflion of 
his new dominions, than, difregarding a claufe 
in George’s will, diftated by his bigotry, whereby 
he bequeathed all his territories to the emperor 
and king of the Romans, if his brother fhould 
attempt to make any innovation in religion, he 
invited fome protdlant divines, and among them 

3 F. I’aul, 82. Sleid. 247. Seek. 1. iii. 200. 
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Luther himfelf, to Leipfic. By their advice and 
afiiftance, he overturned in a few weeks die whole 
fyftem of ancient rites, eftablifhcd the full exer- 
cife of the reformed religion, with the univerfal 
applaufe of his fubje&s, who had long wiihed 
for this change, which the authority of their 
duke alone had hitherto preventedr. This revo- 
lution delivered the proteftants from the danger 
to which they were expofed by having an in- 
veterate enemy fituated in the middle of their 
territories ; and they had now the fatisfaiftion of 
feeing that the polfeffions of the princes and 
cities attached to their caufe, extended in one 
great and almoft unbroken line from the Ihore 
of the Baltic to the banks of the Rhine. 

Soon after the conclulion of the truce at Nice, 
an event happened, which fatisfied all Europe 
that Charles had profecuted the war to the ut- 
moll extremity that the ftate of his affairs would 
permit. Vaft arrears were due to his troops, 
whom he had long amufed with vain hopes and 
promifes. As they now forefaw what little at- 
tention would be paid to their demands, when 
by the re-eftablilhment of peace their fervices be- 
came of lefs importance, they loft all patience, 
broke out into an open mutiny, and declared 
that they thought themfelves entitled to feize 
by violence what was detained from them con- 
trary to all juftice. Nor was this fpirit of fedition 
confined to one part of the emperor’s dominions ; 
the mutiny was almoft as general as the griev- 
ance which gave rife to it. The foldiers in the 
Milanefe plundered the open country without 

r Sleldan, 249. 
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controul, and filled the capital itfelf with con- 
fternation. Thofe in garrifon at Goletta threat- 
ened to give up that important fortrefs to Bar- 
barofia. In Sicily, the troops proceeded to Hill 
greater exceffes ; having driven away their offi- 
cers, they eletted others in their Head, defeated 
a body of men whom the viceroy fent again 11 
them, took and pillaged feveral cities, conduc- 
ing themfelves all the while in fuch a manner, 
that their operations refembled rather the regular 
proceedings of a concerted rebellion, than the 
rafhnefs and violence of a military mutiny. But 
by the addrefs and prudence of the generals, 
who, partly by borrowing money in their own 
name, or in that of their mailer, partly by ex- 
torting large fums from the cities in their refpec- 
tive provinces, railed what was fufficient to dif- 
charge the arrears of the foldiers, thefe infurrec- 
tions were quelled. The greater part of the 
troops were dilbanded, fuch a number only being 
kept in pay as was neceffary for garrifoning the 
principal towns, and protecting the fea-coafts from 
the infults of the Turks s. 

It was happy for the emperor that the abili- 
ties of his generals extricated him out of thefe 
difficulties, which it exceeded his own power to 
have removed. He had depended, as his chief 
refource for difcharging the arrears due to his 
foldiers, upon the fubfidies which he expected 
from his Caftilian fubjeCs. For this purpofe, 
he affembled the Cortes of Caftile at Toledo, 
and having reprefented to them the extraordinary 
expence of his military operations, together with 

* Jovii Hift. I. xxxvii. 203. c. Sandov. Fcrreras, ix. 209. 
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the great debts in which thefe had ncceflarily in- 
volved him, he propofed to levy fuch fupplies as 
the prefent exigency of his affairs demanded, by 
a general excife on commodities. But the Spa- 
niards already felt themfelves oppreffed with a 
load of taxes unknown to their anceftors. They 
had often complained, that their country was 
drained not only of its wealth but of its inhabit- 
ants, in order to profecute quarrels in which it 
was not interelled, and to fight battles from 
which it could reap no benefit; and they deter- 
mined not to add voluntarily to their own bur- 
dens, or to furnifh the emperor with the means 
of engaging in new enterprifes no lefs ruinous to 
the kingdom than moft of thofe which he had 
hitherto carried on. The nobles, in particular, 
inveighed with great vehemence againft the im- 
pofition propofed, as an encroachment upon the 
valuable and diitinguifhing privilege of their 
order, that of being exempted from the pay- 
ment of any tax. They demanded a conference 
with the reprefentatives of the cities concerning 
the ftate of the nation. They contended that it 
Charles would imitate the example of his pre- 
decefl'ors, who had refided conftantly in Spain, 
and would avoid entangling himfelf in a multi- 
plicity of tranfaftions foreign to the concerns of 
his Spanifh dominions, the Hated revenues of the 
crown would be fully fufficient to defray the ne- 
ceffary expences of government. They repre- 
fented to him, that it would be unjult to lay 
new burdens upon the people, while this prudent 
and effectual method of re-eftablilhing public 
credit, and fecuring national opulence, was to- 
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tally neglected£. Charles, after employing argu- 
ments, entreaties, and promifes, hut without 
fuccefs, in order to overcome their obftinacy, dif- 
mifled the affembly with great indignation. 
From that period neither the nobles nor the pre- 
lates have been called to thefe affemblies, on pre- 
tence that inch as pay no part of the public taxes, 
Ihould not claim any vote in laying them on. 
None have been admitted to the Cortes but the 
procurators or reprefentatives of eighteen cities. 
Thefe, to the number of thirty-fix, being two 
from each community, form an aifembly which 
bears no refemblance either in power or dignity 
or independence to the ancient Cortes, and are 
absolutely at the devotion of the court in all their 
determinations u. Thus the imprudent zeal with 
which the Caftilian nobles had fupported the 
regal prerogative, in oppofition to the claims of 
the commons during the commotions in the y ear 
one thoufand five hundred and twenty-one, proved 
at laft fatal to their own body. By enabling 
Charles to deprefs one of the orders in the ilate, 
they deftroyed that balance to which the conili- 
tution owed its Security', and put it in his power, 
or in that of his fucceifors, to humble the other, 
and to it rip it gradually of its moil valuable pri- 
vileges. 

At that time, however, the Spanifh grandees 
ilill pofleifed extraordinary power as well as pri- 
vileges, which they exercifed and defended with 
an haughtinefs peculiar to themfelves. Of this 
the emperor himfelf had a mortifying proof during 

Sandov. Hid. vol. ii. 269. 
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the meeting of the Cortes at Toledo. As he 
was returning one day from a tournament accom- 
panied by moft of the nobility, one of the fer- 
jeants of the court, out of officious zeal to clear the 
way for the emperor, ftruck the duke of Infan- 
tado’s horfe with his batton, which that haughty 
grandee refcnting, drew his fword, beat and. 
wounded the officer. Charles, provoked at fuch 
an infolent deed in his prefence, immediately 
ordered Ronquillo the judge of the court to ar- 
rell the duke ; Ronquillo advanced to execute 
his charge, when the conftable of Caftile inter- 
pofing, checked him, claimed the right of jurif- 
diction over a grandee as a privilege of his office, 
and conducted Infantado to his own apartment. 
Alii the nobles prefent were fo pleafed with the 
boldnefs of the conftable in afferting the rights 
of their order, that, deferting the emperor, they 
attended him to his houfe with infinite applaufes, 
andCharles returned to the palace unaccompanied 
by any perfon but the cardinal Tavera. The 
emperor, how feniible foever of the affront, faw 
the danger of irritating a jealous and high-fpirited 
order or men, whom the flighteft appearance of 
offence ’ might drive to the moft unwarrantable 
extremities. For that reafon, inftead of ftraining 
at any ill-timed exertion of his prerogative, he 
prudently connived at the arrogance of a body 
too potent for him to controul, and fent next 
morning to the duke T Infantado, offering to 
inflict what punifhment he pleafed on the perfon 
who had affronted him. The duke coniidering 
this as a full reparation to his honour, inftantly 
forgave the officer ; bellowing on him, beiides, 
a conliderable prefent as a compenfation for his 

wound. 
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wound. Thus the affair was entirely forgot- 
ten * ; nor would it have deferred to be mention- 
ed, if it were not a ftriking example of the high 
and independent fpirit of the Spanifh nobles in 
that age, as well as an inftance of the emperor’s 
dexterity in accommodating his conduit to the 
circumftances in which he was placed. 

Charles was far from difcovering the fame con- 
defcenfion or lenity towards the citizens of Ghent, 
who not long after broke out into open rebellion 
againft his government. An event which hap- 
pened in the year one thoufand five hundred and 
thirty-fix, gave occafion to this rafh infurreftion 
fo fatal to that flourifliing city. At that time 
the queen-dowager of Hungary, governefs of the 
Netherlands, having received orders from her 
brother to invade France with all the forces which 
fhe could raife, (he affembled the States of the 
United Provinces, and obtained from them a fub- 
fidy of twelve hundred thoufand florins, to defray 
the expence of that undertaking. Of this fum, 
the county of Flanders was obliged to pay a 
third part as its proportion. But the citizens of 
Ghent, the moil confiderable city in that country, 
averfe to a war with France, with which they 
carried on an extenfive and gainful commerce, 
refufed to pay their quota, and contended, that 
in confequence of ftipulations between them and 
the anceftors of their prefent fovereign the em- 
peror, no tax could be levied upon them, unlefs 
they had given their exprefs confent to the im- 
pofition of it. The governefs, on the other 
hand, maintained, that as the fubfidy of twelve 

* Sandov. ii. 274. Ferreras,212, Miniana, 113. 
vol. m. v hundred 
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hundred thoufand florins had been granted by the 
States of Flanders, of which their reprefentatives 
were members, they were bound, of courfe, to 
conform to what was enacted by them, as it is 
the firlt principle in fociety, on which the tran- 
quillity and order of government depend, that 
the inclinations of the minority mull be over- 
ruled by the judgment and decifion of the fupe- 
rior number. 

The citizens of Ghent, however, were not 
willing to relinquilh a privilege of fuch high im- 
portance as that they claimed. Having been 
accullomed, under the government of the houfe 
of Burgundy, to enjoy extendve immunities, and 
to be treated with much indulgence, they dif- 
dained to facrifice to the delegated power of a 
regent, thofe rights and liberties which they had 
often and fuccefsfully aflerted againll their great- 
ell princes. The queen, though Ihe endeavoured 
at firll to footh them, and to reconcile them to 
their duty by various concefllons, was at lall fo 
much irritated by the obllinacy with which they 
adhered to their claim, that Ihe ordered all the 
citizens of Ghent, on whom flie could lay hold 
in any part of the Netherlands, to be arrelled. 
But this ralh adlion made an impreflion very dif- 
ferent from what Ihe expected, on men, whofe 
minds were agitated with all the violent paffions 
which indignation at oppreflion and zeal for 
libery infpire. Lefs affefted with the danger of 
their friends and companions, than irritated at 
the governefs, they openly defpifed her authority, 
and lent deputies to the other towns of Flanders, 
conjuring them not to abandon their country at 
fuch a juncture, but to concur with them in 

vindicating 
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vindicating its rights againft the encroachments 
of a woman, who either did not know or did not 
regard their immunities. All but a few incon- 
fiderable towns declined entering into any con- 
federacy againft the governefs: they joined, 
however, in petitioning her to put off the term 
for payment of the tax fo long, that they might 
have it in their power to fend fome of their num- 
ber into Spain, in order to lay their title to ex- 
emption before their fovereign. This (lie granted 
with fome difficulty. But Charles received their 
commiflioners with an haughtinefs to which they 
were not accuftomed from their ancient princes, 
and enjoining them to yield the fame refpectful 
obedience to his fifter, which they owed to him 
in perfon, remitted the examination of their 
claim to the council of Malines. This court, 
which is properly a Handing committee of the 
parliament or ftates of the country, and which pof- 
feffes the fupreme juiifdidfion in all matters civil 
as well as criminal y, pronounced the claim of 
the citizens of Ghent to be ill-founded, and ap- 
pointed them forthwith to pay their proportion 
of the tax. 

Enraged at this decifion, which they confider- 
ed as notorioufly unjuft, and rendered defperate 
on feeing their rights betrayed by that very court 
which was bound to protedl them, the people 
of Ghent ran to arms in a tumultuary manner ; 
drove fuch of the nobility as refided among them 
out of the city ; fecured feveral of the empe- 
ror’s officers ; put one of them to the torture, 

V Defcrittione di tutti Paefi Bali di Lud. Guicciardini. 
Ant. 1571. fol. p. 53. 
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whom they accufed of having ilolen or deftroyed 
the record that contained a ratification of the 
privileges of exemption from taxes which they 
pleaded ; chofe a council to which they com- 
mitted the direftion of their affairs ; gave orders 
for repairing and adding to their fortifications ; 
and openly eredted the flandard of rebellion 
againfl their fovereign z. Seniible, however, of 
their inability to fupport what their zeal had 
prompted them to undertake, and defirous ot 
fecuring a protector againft the formidable forces 
by which they might expeft foon to be attacked, 
they fent fome of their number to Francis, offer- 
ing not only to acknowledge him as their fove- 
reign, and to put him in immediate poffeffion of 
Ghent, but to affift him with all their forces in 
recovering thofe provinces in the Netherlands, 
which had anciently belonged to the crown of 
France, and had been fo lately re-united to it by 
the decree of the parliament of Paris. This un- 
expected propofition coming from perfons who 
had it in their power to have performed inftantly 
one part of what they undertook, and who could 
contribute fo effectually towards the execution 
of the whole, opened great as well as alluring 
profpeCts to Francis’s ambition. The counties 
of Flanders and Artois were of greater value 
than the dutchy of Milan, which he had fo long 
laboured to acquire w’ith paffionate but fruitlels 
defire ; their fituation with refpett to France 
rendered it more eafy to conquer or to defend 
them ; and they might be formed into a feparate 

x Memoires fur la Revoke de Gantois en 1539, par Jean 
d’Hollander, eerie en 1547. A la Haye, 1747. P. Heuter. 
Rer. Auftr. lib. xi. p. 262. Sandov. Hift. tom. ii. p. 2512. 

principality 



1539-3 EMPEROR CHARLES v. 161 
principality for the duke of Orleans, no lefs fuit- 
able to his dignity than that which his father 
aimed at obtaining. To this, the Flemings, 
who were acquainted with the French manners 
and government, would not have been averfe ; 
and his own fubjefts, weary of their deftruftive 
expeditions into Italy, would have turned their 
arms towards this quarter with more good-will, 
and with greater vigour. Several confiderations, 
neverthelefs, prevented Francis from laying hold 
of this opportunity, the moll favourable in ap- 
pearance which had ever prefented itfelf, of ex- 
tending his own dominions, or diftrefling the 
emperor. From the time of their interview at 
Aiguefmortes, Charles had continued to court 
the king of France with wonderful attention ; 
and often flattered him with hopes of gratifying 
at laft his wiihes concerning the Milanefe, by 
granting the inveftiture of it either to him or to 
one of his fons. But though thefe hopes and 
promifes were thrown out with no other intention 
than to detach him from his confederacy with 
the grand feignior, or to raife fufpicions in Soly- 
man’s mind by the appearance of a cordial and 
familiar intercourfe fubliiting between the courts 
of Paris and Madrid, Francis was weak enough 
to catch at the fliadow by which he had been fo 
often amufed, and from eagernefs to feize it, re- 
linquifhed what muft have proved a more fubftan- 
tial acquifition. Befides this, the dauphin, jea- 
lous to excefs of his brother, and unwilling that 
a prince who feemed to be of a reftlefs and enter- 
prifing nature, fliould obtain an eftablilhment, 
which from its fituation might be confidered al» 
moll as a domdtic one, made ufe ofMontmorency, 
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who, by a Angular piece of good fortune, was at 
the fame time the favourite of the father and of 
the fon, to defeat the application of the Flemings, 
and to divert the king from efpoufing their caufe. 
Montmorency, accordingly, reprefented, in ftrong 
terms, the reputation and power which Francis 
would acquire by recovering that footing which 
he had formerly in Italy, and that nothing could 
be fo efficacious to overcome the emperor’s 
averfion to this as a facred adherence to the 
truce, and refufing, on an occafion fo inviting, 
to countenance the rebellious fubjefts of his rival. 
Francis, apt of himfelf to over-rate the value of 
the Milanefe, becaufe he eftimated it from the 
length of time as well as from the great efforts 
which he had employed in order to reconquer it, 
and fond of every aftion which had the appearance 
of generofity, affented without difficulty to fen- 
timents fo agreeable to his own, rejected the pro- 
politions of the citizens of Ghent, and difmiffed 
their deputies with an harffi anfwer a. 

Not fatisfied'with this, by a farther refinement 
in generofity, he communicated to the emperor 
his whole negotiation with the malecontents, and 
all that he knew of their fchemes and intentions b. 
This convincing proof of Francis’s difmterefted- 
nefs relieved Charles from the moft difquieting 
apprehenfions, and opened a way to extricate 
liimfelf out of all his difficulties. He had al- 
ready received full information of all the tranf- 
aftions in the Netherlands, and of the rage with 
which the people of Ghent had taken arms 

a Mem. de Bellay, p. 263. P. Heuter. Rer. Auft. lib. 
xi. 263, b Sandov, Hiftor. tom. ii. 284. 
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againft his government. He was thoroughly- 
acquainted with the genius and qualities of his 
fubjefts in that country ; with their love of 
liberty ; their attachment to their ancient pri- 
vileges and cuftoms ; as well as the invincible 
obftinacy with which their minds, flow but firm 
and perfevering, adhered to any meafure on which 
they had deliberately refolved. He eafily faw what 
encouragement and fupport they might have de- 
rived from the afliftance of France ; and though 
now free from any danger on that quarter, he 
was ftill fenfible that fome immediate as well as 
vigorous interpofition was neceflary, in order to 
prevent the fpirit of difaffedtion from fpreading 
in a country where the number of cities, the mul- 
titude of people, together with the great wealth 
diffufed among them by commerce, rendered it 
peculiarly formidable, and would fupply it with 
inexhauftible refources. No expedient, after 
long deliberation, appeared to him fo effedtual as 
his going in perfon to the Netherlands ; and the 
governefs his fifter being of the fame opinion, 
warmly folicited him to undertake the journey. 
There were only two routes which he could take ; 
one by land through Italy and Germany, the 
other entirely by fea, from fome port in Spain 
to one in the Low-Countries. But the former 
was more tedious than fuited the prefent exigency 
of his affairs; nor could he in confiftency with 
his dignity, or even his fafety, pafs through 
Germany without fuch a train both of attendants 
and of troops, as would have added greatly to 
the time he muit have confumed in his journey ; 
the latter was dangerous at this feafon, and while 
he remained uncertain with refpect to the friend- 

ihip 
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(Kip of the king of England, was not to be ven- 
tured upon, unlefs under the convoy of a power- 
ful fleet. This perplexing fituation, in which he 
was under the neceffity of choofing, and did 
not know what to choofe/ infpired him at laft 
with the Angular and feemingly extravagant 
thought of palling through France, as the moft 
expeditious way of reaching the Netherlands. 
He prOpofed in his council to demand Francis’s 
permiffion for that purpofe. All his counfellors 
joined with one voice in condemning the meafure 
as no lefs rafh than unprecedented, and which 
mull infallibly expofe him to difgrace or to 
danger ; to difgrace, if the demand were rejedled 
in the manner that he had rcafon to expetl; to 
danger, if he put his perfon in the power of an 
enemy whom he had often offended, who had an- 
cient injuries to revenge, as well as fubjedls of 
prefent conteft Hill remaining undecided. But 
Charles, who had ftudied the charadler of his 
rival with greater care and more profound difcern- 
ment than any of his minifters, perfifted in his 
plan, and flattered himfelf that it might be ac- 
complilhed not only without danger to his own 
perfon, but even without the expence of any 
conceffion detrimental to his crown. 

With this view he communicated the matter 
to the French ambalfador at his court, and fent 
Granvelle his chief miniller to Paris, in order to 
obtain from Francis permiflion to pafs through 
his dominions, and to promife that he would 
foon fettle the affair of the Milanefe to his fatif- 
failion. But at the fame time he entreated that 
Francis would not ex aft any new promife, or even 
inlilt on former engagements, at this junflure. 
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leit whatever he (hould grant, under his prefent 
circumftances, might feem rather to be extorted 
by necefiity, than to flow from friendfhip or the 
love of juftice. Francis, inftead of attending to 
the fnare which fuch a flight artifice fcarcely con- 
cealed, was fo dazzled with the fplendour of 
overcoming an enemy by a£ts of generofity, and 
fo pleafed with the air of fuperiority which the 
reftitude and difintereftednefs of his proceedings 
gave him on this occafion, that he at once aflent- 
ed to all that was demanded. Judging of the 
emperor’s heart by his own, he imagined that the 
fentiments of gratitude, arifing from the remem- 
brance of good offices and liberal treatment, 
would determine him more forcibly to fulfil 
what he had fo often promifed, than the moll 
precife llipulations that could be inferted in any 
treaty. 

Upon this, Charles, to whom every moment 
was precious, fet out, notwithilanding the fears 
and fuipicions of his Spanilh fubjefts, with a 
fmall but fplendid train of about an hundred per- 
fons. At Bayonne, on the frontiers of France, 
he was received by the Dauphin and the duke 
of Orleans, attended by tire conftable Montmo- 
rency. The two princes offered to go into 
Spain, and to remain there as hoftages for the 
emperor’s fafety ; but this he rejected, declaring, 
that he relied with implicit confidence on the 
king’s honour, and had never demanded, nor 
would accept of any other pledge for his fe- 
curity. In all the towns through which he 
pafled, the greateft poffible magnificence was 
difplayed ; the magiftrates prefented him the 
keys of the gates; the prifon doors were fet 

2 open; 
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open ; and, by the royal honours paid to him, 
he appeared more like the fovereign of the country 
than a foreign prince. [1540] The king ad- 
vanced as far as Chatelherault to meet him; 
their interview was diftinguiihed by the warmed 
expreffions of friendfhip and regard. They pro- 
ceeded together towards Paris, and prefented to 
the inhabitants of that city, the extraordinary 
fpeclacle of two rival monarchs, whofe enmity 
had difturbed and laid wafte Europe during 
twenty years, making theii folemn entry toge- 
ther with all the fymptoms of a confidential 
harmony, as if they had forgotten for ever 
pad injuries, and would not revive hoililities for 
the future a. 

Charles remained fix days at Paris ; but 
amidd the perpetual carefies of the French court, 
and the various entertainments contrived to amufe 
or to do him honour, he difcovered an extreme 
impatience to continue his journey, arifing as 
much from an apprehenfion of danger which 
condantly haunted him, as from the neceflity of 
his prefence in the Low-Countries. Confcious 
of the difingenuity of his own intentions, he 
trembled when he reflefted that fome fatal acci- 
dent might betray them to his rival, or lead him 
to fufpeif them ; and though his artifices to con- 
ceal them fiiould be fuccefsful, he could not help 
fearing that motives of intered might at lad tri- 
umph over the fcruples of honour, and tempt 
Francis to avail himfelf of the advantage now in 
his hands. Nor were there wanting perfons 
among the French miniders, who advifed the 

3 Thuan. Hilt. lib. i. c. 14. Mem. de Bcliay, 264. 
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king to turn his own arts againft the emperor, 
and as the retribution due for fo many inllances 
of fraud or falfehood, to fcize and detain his 
perfon until he granted him full fatisfaction with 
regard to all the juft claims of the French crown. 
But no confideration could induce Francis to 
violate the faith which he had pledged, nor could 
any argument convince him that Charles, after 
all the promifes that he had given, and all the 
favours which he had received, might ftill be 
capable of deceiving him. Full of this falfe con- 
fidence, he accompanied him to St. Quintin ; 
and the two princes, who had met him on the 
borders of Spain, did not take leave of him 
until he entered his dominions in the Low- 
Countries, 

As foon as the emperor reached his own terri- 
tories [Jan. 24], the French ambaffadors de- 
manded the accompliftiment of what he had pro- 
mifed concerning the inveftiture of Milan ; but 
Charles, under the plaufible pretext that his 
whole attention was then engrofled by the con- 
fultations neceflary towards fuppreffing the re- 
bellion in Ghent, put off the matter for fome 
time. But in order to prevent Francis from fuf- 
pefting his fincerity, he ftill continued to talk 
of his refolutions with refpedl to that matter in 
the fame ftrain as when he entered France, and 
even wrote to the king much to the fame pur- 
pofe, though in general terms, and with equivo- 
cal exprefiions, which he might afterwards ex- 
plain away or interpret at pleafure b. 

b Memoires de Ribier, i. 504. 
Meanwhile, 
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Meanwhile, the unfortunate citizens of Ghent, 
deftitute of leaders capable either of direfting 
their councils, or conducing their troops; 
abandoned by the French king, and unfupported 
by their countrymen ; were unable to refill; their 
offended fovereign, who was ready to advance 
againft them with one body of troops which he 
had raifed in the Netherlands, with another 
drawn out of Germany, and a third which had 
arrived from Spain by fea. The near approach 
of danger made them, at laft, fo fenfible of their 
own folly, that they fent ambalfadors to the em- 
peror, imploring his mercy, and offering to fet 
open their gates at his approach. Charles, 
without vouchfafing them any other anfwer, than 
that he would appear among them as their fove- 
reign, with the fceptre and the fword in his 
hand, began his march at the head of his troops. 
Though he chofe to enter the city on the twenty- 
fourth of February, his birth-day, he was touched 
with nothing of that tendernefs or indulgence 
which was natural towards the place of his na- 
tivity. Twenty-fix of the principal citizens were 
put to death [April 20] ; a greater number were 
lent into banifhment ; the city was declared to 
have forfeited all its privileges and immunities ; 
the revenues belonging to it were confifcated; 
its ancient form of government was abolilhed; 
the nomination of its magiftrates was veiled for 
the future in the emperor and his fuccelfors; a 
new fyllem of laws and political adminiftration 
was prefcribed b ; and in order to bridle the fedi- 

b Les Coutumes et Loix du Compte de Flandre, par Alex, 
le Grande, 3 tom. fol. Cambray, 1719, torn. i. p. 169. 
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tious fpirit of the citizens, orders were given to 
ereft a ftrong citadel, for defraying the expence 
of which a fine of an hundred and fifty thoufand 
florins was impofed on the inhabitants, together 
with an annual tax of fix thoufand florins for the 
fupport of the garrifon c. By thefe rigorous pro- 
ceedings, Charles not only punifhed the citizens 
of Ghent, but fet an awful example of feverity 
before his other fubjefts in the Netherlands, whofe 
immunities and privileges, partly the effeft, partly 
the caufe of their extenfive commerce, circum- 
feribed the prerogative of their fovereign within 
very narrow bounds, and often flood in the way 
of meafures which he wilhed to undertake, or 
fettered and retarded him in his operations. 

Charles having thus vindicated and re-efta- 
bliflied his authority in the Low-Countries, and 
being now under no neceflity of continuing the 
fame feene of fafehood and difiimulation with 
which he bad long amufed Francis, began gra- 
dually to throw afide the Veil under which he 
had concealed his intentions with refpeft to the 
Milanefe. At firft, he eluded the demands of the 
French ambaffadors, when they again reminded 
him of his promifes ; then he propofed, by way 
of equivalent for the dutchy of Milan, to grant 
the duke of Orleans the invefliture of Flanders, 
clogging the offer, however, with impracticable 
conditions, or fitch as he knew would be reject- 
ed d. At laft, being driven from all his evaiions 
and fubterfuges by their infifting for a categori- 
cal anfwer, he peremptorily refufed to give up a 

e Haraei Annales Brabantiae, vol. i, 6lG. 
tl Mem. deRibier, i. 509. 514. 
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territory of fuch value, or voluntarily to make 
fuch a liberal addition to the ftrength of an ene- 
my, by diminilhing his own power e. He denied, 
at the fame time, that he had ever made any pro- 
mife which could bind him to an action fo foolilh, 
and fo contrary to his own intereft f. 

Of all the tranfactions in the emperor’s life, 
this, without doubt, reflects the greatelt diflio- 
nour on his reputation s. Though Charles was 
not extremely fcrupulous at other times about 
the means which he employed for accomplifhing 
his ends, and was not always obfervant of the 
ftridt precepts of veracity and honour, he had 
hitherto maintained fome regard for the maxims of 
that lefs precife and rigid morality by which mo- 
narchs think themfelves entitled to regulate their 
conduft. But, on this occafion, the fcheme 
that he formed of deceiving a generous and open- 
hearted prince ; the illiberal and mean artifices 
by which he carried it on ; the infenfibility with 
which he received all the marks of his friend- 
fhip, as well as the ingratitude with which he 
requited them, are all equally unbecoming the 
dignity of his character, and inconliftent with the 
grandeur of his views. 

This tranfaCtion expofed Francis to as much 
fcorn as it did the emperor to cenfure. After 
the experience of a long reign, after fo many 
opportunities of difcovering the duplicity and 
artifices of his rival, the credulous fimplicity with 
which he trufted him at this juncture feemed to 
merit no other return than what it actually met 

e Ribier, i, 519. f Bellay, 365-6. 
£ Jovii Hift. lib. xxxix. p. 338.3. 
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with. Francis, however, remonftrated and ex- 
claimed, as if this had been the firft inftance in 
which the emperor had deceived him. Feeling, 
as is ufual, the infult which was offered to his 
underftanding ftill more fenfibly than the in- 
jury done to his intereft, he difcovered fuch 
refentment, as made it obvious that he would lay 
hold on the firft opportunity of being revenged, 
and that a war, no lefs rancorous that that which 
had fo lately raged, would foon break out anew 
in Europe. 

But fingular as the tranfaction which has been 
related may appear, this year is rendered ftill 
more memorable by the eftablifhment of the order 
of Jefuits ; a body whofe influence on ecclefiafti- 
cal as well as civil affairs hath been fo confiderable, 
that an account of the genius of its laws and go- 
vernment juftly merits a place in hiftory. When 
men take a view of the rapid progrefs of this 
fociety towards wealth and power; when they 
contemplate the admirable prudence with which 
it has been governed ; when they attend to the 
perfevering and fyftematic fpirit with which its 
fchemes have been carried on ; they are apt to 
afcribe fuch a Angular inftitution to the fuperior 
wifdom of its founder, and to fuppofe that he 
had formed and digefted his plan with profound 
policy. But the Jefuits, as well as the other 
monaftic orders, are indebted for the exiftence 
of their order not to the wifdom of their founder, 
but to his enthufiafm. Ignatio Loyola, whom I 
have already mentioned on occaiion of the wound 
which he received in defending Pampeluna h, was 

1' Vol. ii. Book ii. p. 155. 
a fanatic 
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a fanatic diftinguiihed by extravagancies in fenti- 
ment and condudt, no lefs incompatible with the 
maxims of fober reafon, than repugnant to the 
fpirit of true religion. The wild adventures, 
and vifionary fchemes, in which his enthufiafm 
engaged him, equal any thing recorded in the 
legends of the Romifh faints ; but are unworthy 
of notice in hiftory. 

Prompted by this fanatical fpirit, or incited by 
the love of power and diftinction, from which 
fuch pretenders to fuperior fanctity are not ex- 
empt, Loyola was ambitious of becoming the 
founder of a religious order. The plan, which 
he formed of its conftitution and laws, was fug- 
gefted, as he gave out, and as his followers Hill 
teach, by the immediate infpiration of heaven *. 
But notwithftanding this high pretenfion, his 
defign met at firft with violent oppofition. The 
pope, to whom Loyola had applied for the fanc- 
tion of his authority to confirm the inftitution, 
referred his petition to a committee of cardinals. 
They reprefented the eftablilhment to be unne- 
ceffary as well as dangerous, and Paul refufed to 
grant his approbation of it. At laft, Loyola re- 
moved all his fcruples by an offer which it was 
impoffible for any pope to refill. He propofed 
that befides the three vows of poverty, of chaf- 
tity, and of monaftic obedience, which are com- 
mon to all the orders of regulars, the members 
of his fociety Ihould take a fourth vow of obe- 
dience to the pope, binding themfelves to go 
whitherfoever he Ihould command for the fervice 

> Compte rendu dcs Conftitutions des Jefuites au Parle- 
ment de Provence, par M. deMonclar, p. 185. 
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of religion, and without requiring any thing 
from the holy fee for their fupport. At a time 
when the papal authority had received fuch a 
fhock by the revolt of fo many nations from the 
Romifh church ; at a time when every part of 
the popifh fyftem was attacked with fo much 
violence and fuccefs, the acquifition of a body of 
men, thus peculiarly devoted to the fee of Rome, 
and whom it might fet in oppofition to all its 
enemies, was an object of the higheft confe- 
quence. Paul, inftantly perceiving this, con- 
firmed the inftitution of the Jefuits by his bull 
[Sept. 27] ; granted the moft ample privileges 
to the members of the fociety; and appointed 
Loyola to be the fir ft general of the order. 
The event hath fully juftified Paul’s difeernment, 
in expecting fuch beneficial confequences to the 
fee of Rome from this inftitution. In lefs than 
half a century, the fociety obtained eftablilh- 
ments in every country that adhered to the Ro- 
man catholic church ; its power and wealth in- 
creafcd amazingly ; the number of its members 
bftyame great; their charafter as well as accom- 
plilhments were ftill greater; and the Jefuits 
were celebrated by the friends, and dreaded by 
the enemies, of the Romifh faith, as the moft 
able and enterprifing order in the church. 

The conftitution and laws of the fociety were 
perfected by Laynez and Aquaviva, the two ge- 
nerals who fucceeded Loyola, men far fuperior 
to their mafter in abilities, and in the fcience of 
government. They framed that fyftem of pro- 
found and artful policy which diftinguifhes the 
order. The large infufion of fanaticifm, mingled 
with its regulations, fhould be imputed to Loyola 

its 
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its founder. Many circumftances concurred in 
giving a peculiarity of character to the order of 
Jefuits, and in forming the members of it not 
only to take a greater part in the affairs of the 
world than any other body of monks, but to 
acquire fuperior influence in the conduct of 
them. 

The primary objeft of almoft all the monaftie 
orders is to feparate men from the world, and 
from any concern in its affairs. In the folitude 
and filence of the cloiffer, the monk is called to 
work out his own falvation by extraordinary acts 
of mortification and piety. He is dead to the 
world, and ought not to mingle in its tranfaftions. 
He can be of no benefit to mankind, but by his 
example and by his prayers. On the contrary, 
the Jefuits are taught to confider themfelves as 
formed for adlion. They are chofen foldiers, 
bound to exert themfelves continually in the 
fervice of God, and of the pope, his vicar on 
earth. Whatever tends to inftrudt the ignorant; 
whatever can be of ufe to reclaim or to oppofe 
the enemies of the holy fee, is their proper ob- 
jett. That they may have full leifure for this 
active fervice, they are totally exempted from 
thofe funftions, the performance of which is the 
chief bufinefs of other monks. They appear in 
no proceflions ; they pra&ife no rigorous aufte- 
rities ; they do not confume one half of their 
time in the repetition of tedious offices k. But 
they are required to attend to all the tranf- 
adlions of the world, on account of the influence 

k Compte rendu par M. de Monclar, p. xiii. 290. Sur 
la Deitrutt. des Jefuites, par M. d’Alembert, p, 42. 

which 



I54°-] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 175 
which thefe may have upon religion; they are 
directed to ftudy the difpoiitions of perfons in 
high rank, and to cultivate their friendfhip1; 
and by the very conilitution, as well as genius 
of the order, a fpirit of adtion and intrigue is in- 
fufed into all its members. 

As the objeft of the fociety of Jefuits differed 
from that of the other monadic orders, the di- 
verfity was no lefs in the form of its govern- 
ment. The other orders are to be coniidered 
as voluntary affociations, in which whatever af- 
fefts the whole body is regulated by the common 
fuffrage of all its members. The executive 
power is veiled in the perfons placed at the head 
of each convent, or of the whole fociety: the 
legiflative authority refides in the community. 
Affairs of moment, relating to particular con- 
vents, are determined in conventual chapters; 
fuch as refpeCl the whole order are confidered in 
general congregations. But Loyola, full of the 
ideas of implicit obedience, which he had derived 
from his military profeffion, appointed that the 
government of his order fhould be purely mo- 
narchical. A general, chofen for life by de- 
puties from the feveral provinces, poffeffed power 
that was fupreme and independent, extending 
to every perfon, and to every cafe. He, by his 
foie authority, nominated provincials, redtors, 
and every other officer employed in the govern- 
ment of the fociety, and could remove them at 
pleafure. In him was veiled the fovereign ad- 
miniftration of the revenues and funds of the or- 
der. Every member belonging to it was at his 

1 Compte par M, de Monclar, p. 12. 
dif- 
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difpofal; and by his uncontrollable mandate, he 
could impofe on them any talk, or employ them 
in what lervice foever he plcafed. To his com- 
mands they were required not only to yield out- 
ward obedience, but to refign up to him the in- 
clinations of their own wills, and the fentiments 
of their own underftandings. They were, to 
liften to his injunftions, as if they had been ut- 
tered by Chriil himfelf. Under his direction, 
they were to be mere paffive inilruments, like 
clay in the hands of the potter; or like dead 
carcafes incapable of reiiftancem. Such a An- 
gular form of policy could not fail to imprefs 
its chara&eron all the members of the order, and 
to give a peculiar force to all its operations. There 
is not in the annals of mankind any example of 
fuch a perfeft defpotifm, exercifed not over 
monks fhut up in the cells of a convent, but over 
men difperfed among all the nations of the earth. 

As the conllitutions of the order veil in the 
general fuch abfohite dominion over all its mem- 
bers, they carefully provide for his being per- 
feftly informed with refpedt to the character and 
abilities of his fubjefts. Every novice who 
offers himfelf as a candidate for entering into the 
order, is obliged to manifejl his cotifeience to the 
fuperior, or to a perfon appointed by him ; and 
in doing this is required to confefs not only his 
fins or defedte, but to difeover the inclinations, 
the pafiions, and the bent of his foul. This 
manifeftation mull be renewed every fix months ". 

I!1 Compte rendu au Parlem. de Bretagne, par M. de 
Chalotais, p. 41, &c. Compte par M. de Monclar, 83. 
J85. 343* 

« Compte par M. de Monclar, p. m, &c. 
The 
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The fociety, not fatisfied with penetrating in 
this manner into the innermolt receffes of the 
heart, direfts each member to obferve the words 
and a&ions of the novices ; they are conilituted 
fpies upon their conduct; and are bound to dif- 
clofe every thing of importance concerning them 
to the fuperior. In order that this fcrutiny into 
their character may be as complete as polfible, a 
long noviciate mull expire, during which they 
pafs through the feveral gradations of ranks in 
the fociety, and they mult have attained the full 
age of thirty-three years before they can be ad- 
mitted to take the final vows, by which they be- 
comemembers0. By thefe various me- 
thods, the fuperiors, under whofe immediate 
infpedtion the novices are placed, acquire a tho- 
rough knowledge of their difpofitions and talents. 
In order that the general, who is the foul that 
animates and moves the whole fociety, may have 
under his eye every thing neceffary to inform or 
direft him, the provincials and heads of the fe- 
yeral houfes are obliged to tranfmit to him re- 
gular and frequent reports concerning the mem- 
bers under their infpeftion. In thefe they de- 
feend into minute details with refpeft to the cha- 
rafter of each perfon, his abilities natural or ac- 
quired, his temper, his experience in affairs, and 
the particular department for which he is beft 
fitted p. Thefe reports, when digelled and ar- 

ranged, 

° Compte par M. de Monel. 315. 341. Sur la Deftr. 
des Jef, par M. d’Alemb. p. 39. 

P M. de Chalotais has made a calculation of the number of 
thefe reports, which the general of the Jefuits muft annually 

receive 
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ranged, are entered into regifters kept on purpofe 
that the general may, at one comprehenfive view, 
furvey the hate of the fociety in every corner of 
the earth ; obferve the qualifications and talents 
of its members; and thus choofe, with perfeft 
information, the inftruments, which his abfo- 
lute power can employ in any fervice for which 
he thinks meet to deftine them ‘J. 

As it was the profeffed intention of the order 
of Jefuits to labour with unwearied zeal in pro- 
moting the falvation of men, this engaged them, 
of courfe, in many adfive funftions. From their 
firft inftitution, they confidered the education of 
youth as their peculiar province; they aimed at 

receive according to the regulations of the fociety. Thefe 
amount in all to 6584. If this fum be divided by 37, the 
number of provinces in the order, it will appear that 177 re- 
ports concerning the ftate of each province are tranfmkted to 
Rome annually. Compte, p. 51. Befides this, there may 
be extraordinary letters, or fuch as are fent by the monitors 
or fpies whom the general and provincials entertain in each 
houfe. Compte par M. de Monel, p. 431. Hift. des 
Jefuites, Am(t. 1761. tom. iv. p. 56. The provincials and 
heads of houfes not only report concerning the members of 
the fociety, but are bound to give the general an account 
of the civil affairs of the country wherein they are fettled, as 
far as their knowledge of thefe may be of benefit to religion. 
This condition may extend to every particular, fo that the 
general is furnilhed with full information concerning the 
tranfadlions of every prince and ftate in the world. Compte 
par M. de Monel. 443. Hift. des Jefuit. ibid. p. 38. When 
the affairs with refpeib to which the provincials or redlors 
write arc of importance, they are diredled to ufe cyphers; 
and each of them has a particular cypher from the general. 
Comptc par M. Chalotais, p 54. 

q Compte par M. de Monel, p. 215.439. Comptc par 
M. de Chalotais, p. 52. 222. 

being 
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being fpiritual guides and confeflbrs; they 
preached frequently in order to indruft the 
people ; they fet out as miffionaries to convert 
unbelieving nations. The novelty of the inili- 
tution, as well as the fingularity of its objtdfs, 
procured the order many admirers and patrons. 
The governors of the fociety had the addrefs to 
avail themfelves of every circumftance in its fa- 
vour, and in a fliort time the number as well as 
influence of its members increafed wonderfully. 
Before the expiration of the fixteenth century, 
the Jefuits had obtained the chief diredfion of 
the education of youth in every catholic coun- 
try in Europe. They had become the confeffors 
of almod all its monarchs, a funftion of no fmall 
importance in any reign, but under a weak prince 
fuperior even to that of minifter. They were 
the fpiritual guides of almoft every perfon emi- 
nent for rank or power. They pofleffed the 
higheft degree of confidence and intereft with 
the papal court, as the mod zealous and able 
champions for its authority. The advantages 
which an active and enterprifing body of men 
might derive from all thefe circumdances are ob- 
vious. They formed the minds of men in their 
youth. They retained an afcendant over them 
in their advanced years. They pofleffed, at dif- 
ferent periods, the direction of the mod confi- 
derable courts in Europe. They mingled in all 
affairs. They took part in every intrigue and 
revolution. The general, by means of the ex- 
tenfive intelligence which he received, could re- 
gulate the operations of the order with the mod 
perfed difcernment, and by means of his abfo- 

lutc 
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lute power could carry them on with the utmoll 
vigour and effeftr. 

Together with the power of the order, its 
wealth continued to increafe. Various expedi- 
ents were devifed for eluding the obligation of the 
vow of poverty. The order acquired ample pof- 
feUions in every catholic country; and by the 
number as well as magnificence of its public 
buildings, together with the value of its pro- 
perty, moveable or real, it vied with the molt 
opulent of the monallic fraternities. Befides 
the fources of wealth common to all the regular 
clergy, the Jefuits poffeired one which was pe- 
culiar to themfelves. Under pretext of promot- 
ing the fuccefs of their millions, and of facilitat- 
ing the fupport of their miffionaries, they ob- 
tained a fpecial licence from the court of Rome, 
to trade with the nations which they laboured to 
convert. In confequence of this, they engaged 
in an extenfive and lucrative commerce, both in 
the Eall and Welt Indies. They opened ware- 
houfes in different parts of Europe, in which 
they 'Vended their commodities. Not fatisfied 
with trade alone, they imitated the example of 
other commercial focieties, and aimed at obtain- 

r Wlien Loyola, in the year 1540, petitioned the pope to 
authorize the inftitution of the order, lie had only ten difciples. 
But in the year 160S, fixty^eight years after their lirft inlli- 
tution, the number of Jefuits had Increafed to ten thoul'and 
five hundred and eighty-one. In the year 1710, the order 
pofiefied twenty-four froftflld. houfes 5 fifty-nine houfes of 
probation; three hundred and forty refidencies; fix hundred 
and twelve colleges; two hundred millions; one hundred and 
fifty feminaries and boarding-fchools; and confiiled of 
19,598 jefuits. Hilt, des Jefuites, tom. i, p. ao. 

ing 
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ing fettlements. They acquired pofleffion ac- 
cordingly of a large and fertile province in 
the fouthern continent of America, and reigned 
as fovereigns over fome hundred thoufand fub- 
jedls s. 

Unhappily for mankind, the vafl: influence 
which the order of Jefuits acquired by all thefe 
different means, has been often exerted with the 
moft pernicious effeft. Such was the tendency 
of that difcipline obferved by the fociety in form- 
ing its members, and fuch the fundamental max- 
ims in its conftitution, that every Jefuit was 
taught to regard the intereft of the order as the 
capital objedt, to which every confideration was 
to be facrificed. This fpirit of attachment to 
their order, the moft ardent, perhaps, that 
ever influenced any body of men *, is the 
charadleriftic principle of the Jefuits, and ferves 
as a key to the genius of their policy, as well 
as to the peculiarities in their fentiments and 
condudt. 

As it was for the honour and advantage o£ 
the fociety, that its members fhould poflefs an 
afcendant over perfons in high rank or of great 
power, the deiire of acquiring and preferving 
fuch a direction of their conduct, with greater 
facility, has led the Jefuits to propagate a fyftem 
of relaxed and pliant morality, which accommo- 
dates itfelf to the paffions of men, which jufti- 
fies their vices, which tolerates their imperfec- 
tions, which authorizes almoft every adtion that 

a Hift. des Jef. iv. 168—196, &c. 
1 Compte par M. de Monel, p, 285. 
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the moft audacious or crafty politician would 
wiih to perpetrate. 

As the profperity of the order was intimately 
connefted with tlie prefervatiori of the papal 
authority, the Jefuits, influenced by the fame 
principle of attachment to the interefts of their 
fociety, have been the moft zealous patrons of 
thofe doctrines which tend to exalt ecclefiaftical 
power on the ruins of civil government. They 
have attributed to the court of Rome a jurifdic- 
tion as extenfive and abfolute as was claimed by 
the moft prefumptuous pontiffs in the dark ages. 
They have contended for the entire independence 
of ecclefiaftics on the civil magiftrate. They 
have publifhed fuch tenets concerning the duty 
of oppofing princes who were enemies of the 
catholic faith, as countenanced the moft atro- 
cious crimes, and tended to diffolve all the ties 
which connect fubjefts with their rulers. 

As the order derived both reputation and au- 
thority from the zeal with which it flood forth in 
defence of the Romifli church againft the attacks 
of the reformers, its members, proud of this dif- 
tindfion, have confidered it as their peculiar func- 
tion to combat the opinions, and to check the 
progrefs of the proteftants. They have made 
ufe of every art, and have employed every 
weapon againft them. They have fet themfelves 
in oppofition to every gentle or tolerating mea- 
fure in their favour. They have inceffantly flir- 
ted up againft them all the rage of ecclefiaftical 
and civil perfecution. 

Monks of other denominations have, indeed, 
ventured to teach the fame pernicious dodtlines, 

and 
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and have held opinions equally inconfiftent with 
the order and happinefs of civil fociety. But 
they, from reafons which are obvious, have either 
delivered fuch opinions with greater referve, or 
have propagated them with lefs fuccefs. Who- 
ever recollefts the events which have happened 
in Europe during two centuries, will find that 
the Jefuits may juftly be confidered as refponfible 
for moil of the pernicious effedts arifing from 
that corrupt and dangerous cafuiftry, from thofe 
extravagant tenets concerning ecclefiaftical power, 
and from that intolerant fpirit, which have been 
the difgrace of the church of Rome throughout 
that period, and which have brought fo many ca- 
lamities upon civil fociety’I. 

But amidft many bad confequences flowing 
from the inftitution of this order, mankind, it 
muft be acknowledged, have derived from it 
fome confiderable advantages. As the Jefuits 
made the education of youth one of their capital 
objedts, and as their firft attempts to eftablifti 
colleges for the reception of ftudents were vio- 
lently oppofed by the univerfities in different 
countries, it became neceffary for them, a? the 
moll effectual method of acquiring the public 
favour, to furpafs their rivals in fcience and in- 
duftry. This prompted them to cultivate the 
ftudy of ancient literature with extraordinary ar- 
dour. This put them upon various methods for 
facilitating the inftrudtion of youth ; and by the 
improvements which they made in it, they have 
contributed fo much towards the progrefs of 
polite leaning, that on this account they have 

» Encyclopedic, art. JeJuites, tom. viii. 513. 
r 2 merited 
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merited well of fociety. Nor has the order of 
Jefuits been fuccefsful only in teaching the ele- 
ments of literature ; it has produced likevvife 
eminent mailers in many branches of fcience, and 
can alone boalt of a greater number of ingenious 
authors than all the other religious fraternities 
taken together x. 

But it is in the new world that the Jefuits have 
exhibited the moll wonderful difplay of their 
abilities, and have contributed moll ell'edlually to 
the benefit of the human fpecies. The con- 
querors of that unfortunate quarter of the globe 
a£led at firll as if they had nothing in view, but 
to plunder, to enllave, and to exterminate its in- 
habitants. The Jefuits alone made humanity the 
objeft of their fettling there. About the begin- 

x M. d’Alembert has obferved, that though the Jefuits 
have made extraordinary progrefs in erudition of every fpecies; 
though they can reckon up many of their brethren who have 
been eminent mathematicians, antiquaries, and critics; though 
they have even formed fome orators of reputation ; yet the 
order has never produced one man, whofe mind was fo much 
enlightened with found knowledge as to meric the name of a 
jihilofopher. But it feems to be the unavoidable eft eft of 
monadic education to contraft and fetter the human mind. 
The partial attachment of a monk to the interefl of his order, 
which is often incompatible with that of other citizens ; the 
Jrabit of implicit obedience to the will of a fuperior, together 
with the frequent return of the wearifome and frivolous duties 
cf the cloider, debafe his faculties, and extinguidi that gene- 
xofity of fentiment and fpirit, which qualifies men for think- 
ing or feeling judly with refpefl to what is proper in life and 
condufh. Father Paul of Venice is, perhaps, the only per- 
fon educated in a cloider, that ever was altogether fuperior to 
its prejudices, or who viewed the tranfaflions of men, and 
reafoned concerning the intereds of fociety, with the enlarged 
fentiments of a pbilofopher, with the difeernment of a man 
converfant in affairs, and with the liberality of a gentleman. 

mug 
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ning of the laft century they obtained admifiioi* 
into the fertile province of Paraguay, which 
ftretches acrofs the fouthern continent of Ame- 
rica, from the eail iide of the immenfe ridge of 
the Andes, to the confines of the Spanilh and 
Portuguefe fettlements on the banks of the river 
de la Plata. They found the inhabitants in a 
ftate little different from that which takes place 
among men when they firft begin to unite toge- 
ther ; ftrangers to the arts ; fubfiftng precari- 
oufly by hunting or fifhing ; and hardly ac- 
quainted with the firft principles of fubordination 
and government. The Jefuits fet themfelves to 
inftruct and to civilize thefe favages. They 
taught them to cultivate the ground, to rear 
tame animals, and to build houfes. They brought 
them to live together in villages. They trained 
them to arts and manufactures. They made them 
tafte the fweets of fociety ; and accuftomed them 
to the bleffings of fecuritj and order. Thefe 
people became the fubjects of their benefaftors ; 
who have governed them with a tender attention, 
refembling that with which a father direCts his 
children. RefpeCted and beloved almoft to 
adoration, a few Jefuits prefided over fome hun- 
dred thoufand Indians. They maintained a per- 
fect equality among all the members of the com- 
munity. Each of them was obliged to labour, 
not for himfelf alone, but for the public. The 
produce of their fields, together with the fruits 
of their induftry of every fpecies, were depofited 
in common ftorehoufes, from which each indivi- 
dual received every thing neceffary for the fupply 
of his wants. By this inftitution, almoft all the 
paffions which diiturb the peace of fociety, and 

r 3 render 
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render the members of it unhappy, were extin- 
guifhed. A few magiftrates, chofen from among 
their countrymen by the Indians themfelves, 
watched over the public tranquillity, and fecured 
obedience to the laws. The fanguinary punifh- 
ments frequent under other governments were 
unknown. An admonition from a Jefuit, a flight 
mark of infamy, or, on fome Angular occafion, 
a few larties with a whip, were fufficient to 
maintain good order among thefe innocent and 
happy people F. 

But even in this meritorious effort of the Je- 
fuits for the good of mankind, the genius and 
fpirit of their order have mingled and are dif- 
cernible. They plainly aimed at dtablifhing in 
Paraguay an independent empire, fubjedt to the 
fociety alone, and which, by the fuperior excel- 
lence of its conftitution and police, could fcarcely 
have failed to extend its dominion over all the 
fouthern continent of America. With this view, 
in order to prevent the Spaniards or Portuguefe 
in the adjacent fettlements from acquiring any 
dangerous influence over the people within the 
limits of the province fubjeft to the fociety, the 
Jefuits endeavoured to infpire the Indians with 
hatred and contempt of thefe nations. They 
cut off all intercourfe between their fubjects and 
the Spaniih or Portuguefe fettlements. They 
prohibited any private trader of either nation 
from entering their territories. When they were 
obliged to admit any perfon in a public charafter 
from the neighbouring governments, they did not 

F Hift. du Paraguay par Pere de Charlevoix, tom. ii. 42, 
&c. oyage au Perou par Don G. Juan & D. Ant. de Ul- 
loa, tom. i. 540, &c. Par. 410. 1752. 
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permit him to have any converfation with their 
fubjefts, and no Indian was allowed even to enter 
the houfe where thefe ftrangers refuied, unlefs in 
the prefence of a Jefuit. In order to render any 
communication between them as difficult as poffi- 
ble, they induftrioufly avoided giving the Indians 
any knowledge of the Spaniffi, or of any other 
European language ; but encouraged the differ- 
ent tribes, which they had civilized, to acquire a 
certain dialed! of the Indian tongue, and laboured 
to make that the univerfal language throughout 
their dominions. As all thefe precautions, with- 
out military force, .would have been infufficient 
to have rendered their empire fecure and perma- 
nent, they inftrudled their fubjecls in the Euro- 
pean arts of war. They formed them into bodies 
of cavalry and infantry, completely armed and 
regularly difeiplined. They provided a great 
train of artillery, as well as magazines ffored 
with all the implements of war. Thus they eila- 
blifhed an army fo numerous and well-appointed, 
as to be formidable in a country, where a few 
fickly and ill-difciplined battalions compofed all 
the military force kept on foot by the Spaniards 
or Portuguefe z. 

The Jefuits gained no confiderable degree of 
power during the reign of Charles V., who, with 
his ufual fagacity, difeerned the dangerous ten- 
dency of the inftitution, and checked its pro- 
grefs a. But as the order was founded in the 
period of which I write the hiftory, and as the 

* Voyage de Juan & de Ulloa, tom. i. 549. Recuell des 
toutes les Pieces qui ont paru 1'ur les Affaires des Jefuites en 
Portugal, tom. i. p. 7, &c. 

a Compte par M. de Monel, p. 312. 
age 
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age to which I addrefs this work hath feen its 
fall, the view which I have exhibited of the laws 
and genius of this formidable body will not, I 
hope, be unacceptable to my readers ; efpecially 
as one circumltance has enabled me to enter 
into this detail with particular advantage. Eu- 
rope had obferved, for two centuries, the ambi- 
tion and power of the order. But while it felt 
many fatal effedts of thefe, it could not fully 
difcern the caufcs to which they were to be im- 
puted. It was unacquainted with many of the 
lingular regulations in the political conftitution 
or government of the Jefuits, which formed the 
enterprifmg fpirit of intrigue that dillinguifhed 
its members, and elevated the body itfelf to fuch 
a height of power. It was a fundamental max- 
im with the Jefuits, from their firft inftitution, 
not to publilh the rules of their order. Thefe 
they kept concealed as an impenetrable myftery. 
They never communicated them to ftrangers ; 
nor even to the greater part of their own mem- 
bers. They refilled to produce them when re- 
quired by courts of juftice b ; and by a ftrange 
folecifm in policy, the civil power in different 
countries authorifed or connived at the eftablifh- 
ment of an order of men, whofe conftitution and 
laws were concealed with a folicitude which 
alone was a good reafon for excluding them. 
During the profecutions lately carried on againft 
them in Portugal and France, the Jefuits have 
been fo inconfiderate as to produce the mylterious 
volumes of their inftitute. By the aid of thefe 

'> Hift des Jef. tom. Hi. *36, &C. 
Chalot, p. 3d. 

Compte par M. de 
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authentic records, the principles of their govern- 
ment may be delineated, and the fources of their 
power invelligated with a degree of certainty and 
precifion, which, previous to that event, it was 
impoffible to attain c. But as I have pointed out 
the dangerous tendency of the conftitution and 
fpirit of the order with the freedom becoming an 
hiftorian, the candour and impartiality no lefs 
requifite in that charafter call on me to add one 
obfervation, that no clafs of regular clergy in 
the Romifh church has been more eminent for 
decency, and even purity of manners, than the 
major part of the older of Jefuits d. The max- 
ims of an intriguing, ambitious, interefted po- 
licy, might influence thofe who governed the 
fociety, and might even corrupt the heart, and 
pervert the conduct of fome individuals, while 
the greater number, engaged in literary purfuits, 
or employed in the functions of religion, was 
left to the guidance of thofe common principles 
which reftrain men from vice, and excite them 
to what is becoming and laudable. The caufes 
which occafioned the ruin of this mighty body, 
as well as the circumftances and effects with 

c The greater part of my information concerning the go- 
vernment and laws of the order of Jefuits, I have derived 
from the reports of M. de Chalotais and M. de Monclar. I 
reft not my narrative, however, upon the authority even of 
thefe refpeftable magiftrates and elegant writers, but upon 
innumerable paflages which they have extradled from the con- 
ftitutions of the order depofned in their hands. Hofpinian, a 
protcftant divine of Zurich, in his Hifloria jefuitica, printed 
A. D. 1619, publilhed a fmall part of the conftitutions of 
the Jefuits, of which by fome accident he had got a copy ; 
p. 13—54- 

d Sur la Deftruft. des Jef. par M. d'Alembert, p.55. 
which 
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which it has been attended in the different 
countries of Europe, though objefts extremely 
worthy the attention of every intelligent ob- 
ferver of human affairs, do not fall within the 
period of this hiftory. 

No fooner had Charles re-eftablifhed order in 
the Low-Countries, than he was obliged to turn 
his attention to the affairs in Germany. The 
protellants preffed him earneilly to appoint that 
conference between a felect number of the di- 
vines of each party, which had been ftipulated 
in the convention at Francfort. The pope con- 
fidered fuch an attempt to examine into the 
points in difpute, or to decide concerning them, 
as derogatory to his right of being the fupreme 
judge in controverfy ; and being convinced that 
fuch a conference would either be ineffectual by 
determining nothing, or prove dangerous by de- 
termining too much, he employed every art to 
prevent it. The emperor, however, finding it 
more for his intereit to footh the Germans 
than to gratify Paul, paid little regard to his 
remonftrances. In a diet held at Haguenaw 
[June 25], matters were ripened for the con- 
ference. In another diet affembled at Worms 
[Dec. 26J, the conference was begun, Melanc- 
thon on the one fide and Eckius on the other 
fuffaining the principal part in the difpute ; but 
after they had made fome progrefs, though 
without concluding any thing, it was fufpended 
by the emperor’s command, that it might be 
renewed with greater folemnity in his own pre- 
fence in a diet fummoned to meet at Ratifbon. 
[1541] This affembly was opened with great 
pomp, and with a general expectation that its 

proceedings 
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proceedings would be vigorous and decifive. 
By the confent of both parties, the emperor was 
entrufted with the power of nominating the 
perfons who (hould manage the conference, which 
it was agreed (hould be conducted not in the 
form of a public difputation, but as a friendly 
fcrutiny or examination into the articles which 
had given rife to the prefent controverfies. He 
appointed Eckius, Cropper, and Pflug, on the 
part of the catholics ; Melanfthon, Bucer, and 
Piftorius, on that of the proteftants ; all men 
of diftinguifhed reputation among their own ad- 
herents, and, except Eckius, all eminent for 
moderation, as wrell asdelirousof peace. As they 
were about to begin their confultations, the em- 
peror put into their hands a book, compofed, as 
he faid,by a learned divine in the Low-Countries, 
with fuch extraordinary perfpicuity and temper, 
as, in his opinion, might go far to unite and 
comprehend the two contending parties. Crop- 
per, a canon of Cologne, whom he had named 
among the managers of the conference, a man 
of addrefs as well as of erudition, was afterwards 
fufpe&td to be the author of this (hort treatife. 
It contained pofitions with regard to twenty-two 
of the chief articles in theology, w'hich included 
moll of the queltions then agitated in the contro- 
verfy between the Lutherans and the church of 
Rome. By ranging his fentiments in a natural 
order, and exprefiing them with great fimplicity ; 
by employing often the very words of fcripture, 
or of the primitive fathers; by foftening the rigour 
of fome opinions, and explaining away what was 
abfurd in others ; by conceflions, fometimes on 
one fide, and fometimes on the other; and efpe- 

3 daily 
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daily by banifhing as much as pofiible fcholaftic 
phrafes, thofe words and terms of art in contro- 
verfy, which ferve as badges of diilinction to dif- 
ferent fefts, and for which theologians often 
contend more fiercely than for opinions them- 
felves ; he at laft framed his work in fuch a man- 
ner, as promifed fairer than any thing that had 
hitherto been attempted to compofe and to ter- 
minate religious diffentions e. 

But the attention of the age was turned, with 
fuch acute obfervation, towards theological con- 
troverfies, that it was not eafy to impofe on it by 
any glofs, how artful or fpecious foever.' The 
length and eagernefs of the difpute had feparated 
the contending parties fo completely, and had 
fet their minds at fuch variance, that they were 
not to be reconciled by partial concefiions. All 
the zealous catholics, particularly the ecclefiaftics 
who had a feat in the diet, joined in condemning 
Cropper’s treatife as too favourable to the Lu- 
theran opinion, the poifon of which herefy it 
conveyed, as they pretended, with greater danger, 
becaufe it was in fome degree difguifed. The 
rigid proteftants, efpecially Luther himfelf, and 
his patron the elector of Saxony, were for re- 
jedting it as an impious compound of error and 
truth, craftily prepared that it might impofe on 
the weak, the timid, and the unthinking. But 
the divines, to whom the examination of it %vas 
committed, entered upon that bufinefs with 
greater deliberation and temper. As it was 
more eafy in itfelf, as well as more confiftent 
with the dignity of the church, to make con- 

e Gold ill, Conftat. Imper. ii. p. iSx. 
cetlions, 
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ceffions, and even alterations with regard to fpe- 
culative opinions, the difcufiion whereof is con- 
fined chiefly to fchools, and which prefent nothing 
to the people that either ftrikes their imagination 
or affe&s their fenfes, they came to an accommo- 
dation about thefe without much labour, and even 
defined the great article concerning juftification 
to their mutual fatisfaftion. But, when they 
proceeded to points of jurifdiclion, where the 
intereft and authority of the Roman fee were 
concerned, or to the rites and forms of external 
worlhip, where every change that could be made 
mull be public, and draw the obfervation of the 
people, there the catholics were altogether un- 
tradfable ; nor could the church either with fafcty 
or with honour abolifh its ancient inftitutions. 
All the articles relative to the pow'er of the pope, 
the authority of councils, the adminillration of 
the lacraments, the worlhip of faints, and many- 
other particulars, did not, in their nature, admit 
of any temperament ; fo that after labouring 
long to bring about an accommodation with re- 
fpetl to thefe, the emperor found all his endea- 
vours inelfedlual. Being impatient, however, to 
clofe the diet, he at laft prevailed on a majority 
of the members to approve of the follow'ing 
recefs [July 28]-: “ That the articles concern- 
ing which the divines had agreed in the con- 
ference, fliould be held as points decided, and 
be obferved inviolably by all; that the other 
articles, about which they had differed, Ihould 
be referred to the determination of a general 
council, or if that could not be obtained, to a 
national fynod of Germany ; and if it fhould 
prove impracticable, likewife, to aflemble a fynod, 

vol. m. s that 
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that a general diet of the empire (hould be called 
within eighteen months, in order to give fome 
final judgment upon the whole controverfy ; that 
the emperor fiiould ufe all his intereft and autho- 
rity with the pope, to procure the meeting 
either of a general council or fynod ; that, in 
the mean time, no innovations Ihould be at- 
tempted, no endeavours (hould be employed to 
gain profelytes ; and neither the revenues of the 
church, nor the rights of monafteries, (hould be 
invaded f.” 

All the proceedings of this diet, as well as the 
recefs in which they terminated, gave great of- 
fence to the pope. The power which the Ger- 
mans had affumed of appointing their own di- 
vines to examine and determine matters of con- 
troverfy, he confidered as a very dangerous 
invafion of his rights ; the renewing of their an- 
cient propofal concerning a national fynod, which 
had been fo often rejeftcd by him and his predecef- 
fors, appeared extremely undutiful; but the bare 
mention of allowing a diet, compofed chiefly of 
laymen, to pafs judgment with refpeft to articles 
of faith, was deemed no lefs criminal and profane 
than the word of thofe herefies which they feemed 
zealous to fupprefs. On the other hand, the 
protedants were no lefs diflatisfied with a recefs, 
that confiderably abridged the liberty which they 
enjoyed at that time. As they murmured loudly 
againd it, Charles, unwilling to leave any feeds 
of difcontent in the empire, granted them a pri- 
vate declaration in the mod ample terms, ex- 

f Sleidan, 267, &e. Pallav. 1. iv. c. 11. p. J36. F. 
Paul, p. S6. Sceke d. 1. iii. 256. 
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emptfng them from whatever they thought op* 
preflive or injurious in the recefs, and afcertaining 
to them the full poffeflion of all the privileges 
which they had ever enjoyed g. 

Extraordinary as thefe concefllons may appear, 
the fituation of the emperor’s affairs at this junc- 
ture made it neceffary for him to grant them. 
He forefaw a rupture with France to be not only 
unavoidable, but near at hand, and durll not 
give any fuch caufe of difguft or fear to the pro- 
teftants, as might force them, in felf-defence, to 
court the protection of the French king, from 
whom, at prefent, they were much alienated. The 
rapid progrefs of the Turks in Hungary was a 
more powerful and urgent motive to that modera- 
tion which Charles difcovered. A great revolu- 
tion had happened in that kingdom ; John Za» 
pol Scsepus having chofen, as has been related, 
rather to poffefs a tributary kingdom, than to 
renounce the royal dignity to which he had been 
accuftomed, had, by the afiiltance of his mighty 
proteftor Solyman, wrefted from Ferdinand a 
great part of the country, and left him only the 
precarious poffeffion of the reft. But being a 
prince of pacific qualities, the frequent attempts 
of Ferdinand, or of his partifans among the Hun- 
garians, to recover what they had loft, greatly 
difquieted him ; and the neceffity on thefe occa- 
fions, of calling in the Turks, whom he confi- 
dered and felt to be his mafters rather than aux- 
iliaries, was hardly lefs mortifying. In order, 
therefore, to avoid thefe diftreffes, as well as to 

g Sleid. z%'fi Seckend. 366. Dumont Corps Diplom. 
iv. p. ii. p.^io. 

s 2 fecurc 
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fecure quiet and leifure for cultivating the arts 
and enjoying amufements in which he delighted, 
he fecretly came to an agreement with his com- 
petitor [A. D. 1535], on this condition ; That 
Ferdinand (hould acknowledge him as king of 
Hungary, and leave him, during life, the unmo- 
lefted pofTelhon of that part of the kingdom now 
in his power ; but that, upon his demife, the foie 
right of the whole fhould devolve upon Ferdi- 
nand h. As John had never been married, and 
was then far advanced in life, the terms of the 
contraft feemed very favourable to Ferdinand. 
But, foon after, fome of the Hungarian nobles, 
folicitous to prevent a foreigner from afeending 
their throne, prevailed on John to put an end to 
a long celibacy, by marrying Ifabella, the daugh- 
ter of Sigifmond king of Poland. John had the 
fatisfaftion, before his death, which happened 
within lefs than a year after his marriage, to fee 
a fon born to inherit his kingdom. To him, 
without regarding his treaty with Ferdinand, 
which he coniidered, no doubt, as void, upon an 
event not forefeen when it was concluded, he 
bequeathed his crown ; appointing the queen and 
George Martinuzzi, bifhop of Waradin, guardians 
of his fon, and regents of the kingdom. The 
greater part of the Hungarians immediately ac- 
knowledged the young prince as king, to whom, 
in memory of the founder of their monarchy, 
they gave the name of Stephen ’. 

Ferdinand, though extremely difconcerted by 
this unexpected event, refolved not to abandon 

h Iftuanhaffii Hilt. Hung. lib. xii. p. 135. 
• Jovii Hift. lib. xxxix. p. 239, a. &c. 

the 
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the kingdom which he flattered himfelf with 
having acquired by his compaft with John. He 
fent ambaffadors to the queen to claim poflefiion, 
and to offer the province of Tranfylvania as a 
fettlement for her fon, preparing at the fame 
time to affert his right by force of arms. But 
John had committed the care of his fon to per- 
fons, who had too much fpirit to give up the 
crown tamely, and who poffeffed abilities fuffi- 
cient to defend it. The queen, to all the addrefs 
peculiar to her own fex, added a mafeuline 
courage, ambition, and magnanimity. Marti- 
nuzzi, who had raifed himfelf from the lowed: 
rank in life to his prefent dignity, was one of 
thofe extraordinary men, who, by the extent as 
well as variety of their talents, are fitted to adt 
a fuperior part in buftling and faftious times. 
In difeharging the functions of his ecclefiaftical 
office, he put on the femblance of an humble and 
auftere fanclity. In civil tranfaftions, he difeo- 
vered induftry, dexterity, and boldnefs. During 
war, he laid afide the caffock, and appeared on 
horfeback with his feymetar and buckler, as 
adrive, as oflentatious, and as gallant as any of 
his countrymen. Amidft all thefe different and 
contradictory forms which he could affume, an 
infatiable defire of dominion and authority was 
confpicuous. From fuch perfons it was obvious 
what anfwer Ferdinand had to expeft. He foon 
perceived that he muft depend on arms alone for 
recovering Hungary. Having levied for this 
purpofe a confiderable body of Germans, whom 
his partifans among the Hungarians joined with 
their vaffals, he ordered them to march into that 
part of the kingdom which adhered to Stephen. 

s 3 Martinuzzij ’ 
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Martinuzzi, unable to make head againft fuch a 
powerful army in the field, fatisfied himfelf with 
holding out the towns, all of which, efpecially 
Buda, the place of greatefl confequence, he 
provided with every thing neceffary for defence ; 
and in the mean time he fent ambalfadors to Soly- 
man, befeeching him to extend towards the fon 
the fame imperial protedtion which had fo long 
maintained the father on his throne. The fid- 
tan, though Ferdinand uied his utmoft endea- 
vours to thwart this negotiation, and even offered 
to accept of the Hungarian crown on the fame 
ignominious condition, of paying tribute to the 
Ottoman Porte, by which John had held it, favsr 
fuch profpefts of advantage from efpoufing the 
intereil of the young king, that he inftantly 
promifed him his proteftion ; and commanding 
one army to advance forthwith towards Hun- 
gary', he himfelf followed with another. Mean- 
while the Germans, hoping to terminate the war 
by the redudtion of a city in which the king and 
his mother were {hut up, had formed the fiege 
of Buda. Martinuzzi, having drawn thither 
the ftrength of the Hungarian nobility, defended 
the town with fuch courage and fkill, as allowed 
the Turkilli forces time to come up to its 
relief. They inftantly attacked the Germans, 
weakened by fatigue, difeafes, and defertion, and 
defeated them with great {laughter k. 

Solyman foon after joined his victorious 
troops, and being weary of fo many expenfive 
expeditions undertaken in defence of dominions 
which were not his own, or being unable to 

k Ifluanhaffii Hift. Hung, lib. xiv. p. 150. 
refift 
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refiftthis alluringopportunityoffcizingakingdom, 
while poffeffed by an infant, under the guardian- 
Ihip of a woman and a prieft, he allowed interefted 
confiderations to triumph with too much facility 
over the principles of honour and the fentiments 
of humanity. What he planned ungeneroufly, 
he executed by fraud. Having prevailed on the 
queen to fend her fon, whom he pretended to be 
defirous of feeing, into his camp, and having, at 
the fame time, invited the chief of the nobility 
to an entertainment there, while they, fufpe&ing 
no treachery', gave themfelves up to the mirth 
and jollity of the feaft, a feleft band of troops 
by the fultan’s orders feized one of the gates of 
Buda. Being thus mailer of the capital, of the 
king’s perfon, and of the leading men among the 
nobles, he gave orders to conduct the queen, to- 
gether with her fon, to Tranfylvania, which pro- 
vince he allotted to them, and appointing a 
Ealha to prelide in Buda with a large body of 
foldiers, annexed Hungary to the Ottoman em- 
pire. The tears and complaints of the unhappy 
queen had no influence to change his purpofe, 
nor could Martinuzzi either refill his abfolute 
and uncontrollable command, or prevail on him 
to recall it 

Before the account of this violent ufurpation 
reached Ferdinand, he was fo unlucky as to have 
difpatched other ambaifadors to Solyman with a 
frefh reprefentation of his right to the crown of 
Hungary, as well as a renewal of his former 
overture to hold the kingdom of the Ottoman 

1 Jftuanhaffii Hift. Hung. lib. xiv. p. 56. Jovii Hiftor. 
lib. xxxix. p. 2476, &c. , 
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Porte, and to pay for it an annual tribute. 
This ill-timed propofal was rejefted with fcorn. 
The fultan, elated with fuccefs, and thinking 
that he might prefcribe what terms he pleated to 
a prince who voluntarily proffered conditions fo 
unbecoming his own dignity, declared that he 
would not fufpend the operations of war, unlefs 
Ferdinand inftantly evacuated all the towns which 
he ftill held in Hungary, and confented to the 
impolition of a tribute upon Auftria, in order 
to reimburfe the fums which his prefumptuous 
invafion of Hungary had obliged the Ottoman 
Porte to expend in defence of that kingdom m. 

In this ftate were the affairs of Hungary. As 
the unfortunate events there had either happened 
before the diffolution of the diet at Ratifbon, or 
were dreaded at that time, Charles faw the danger 
of irritating and inflaming the minds of the Ger- 
mans, while a formidable enemy was ready to 
break into the empire; and perceived that he 
could not expedt any vigorous afliftance either 
towards the recovery of Hungary, or the defence 
of the Auftrian frontier, unlefs he courted and 
fatisfied the proteftants. By the conceffions 
which have been mentioned, he gained this point, 
and fuch liberal fupplies both of men and money 
were voted for carrying on the war againft the 
Turks, as left him under little anxiety about the 
fccurity of Germany during next campaign n. 

Immediately upon the conclufion of the diet, 
the emperor fet out for Italy. As he paffed 
through Lucca, he had a fliort interview with 

■" Iftuanhaffii Hid. Hung. lib. xiv. p. 158. 
* Skid. 283. 
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the pope ; but nothing could be concluded con- 
cerning the proper method of compofing the 
religious difputes in Germany, between two 
princes, whofe views and interefts with regard 
to that matter were at this juncture fo oppofite. 
The pope’s eudeavours to remove the caufes of 
difeord between Charles and Francis, and to ex- 
tinguifh thofe mutual animofities which threaten- 
ed to break out fuddenly into open hoilility, 
were not more fuccefsful. 

The emperor’s thoughts were bent fo entirely, 
at that time, on the great enterprife which he 
had concerted againft Algiers, that he liftened 
with little atrention to the pope’s fchemes 
or overtures, and haliened to join his army and 
fleet °. 

Algiers Hill continued in that Hate of depend- 
ence on the Turkilh empire to which Barbaroffa 
had fubjecled it. Ever fmee he, as Captain 
Bafha, commanded the Ottoman fleet, Algiers 
had been governed by Hafcen-Aga, a renegado 
eunuch, who, by palling through every llation 
in the corfair’s fervice, had acquired fuch expe- 
rience in war, that he was well fitted for a llation 
which required a man of tried and daring courage. 
Hafcen, in order to Ihew how well he deferved 
that dignity, carried on his piratical depredations 
againil the Chriftian Hates with amazing activity, 
and outdid, if pofiible, Barbarofia himfelf in 
boldnefs and cruelty. The commerce of the 
Mediterranean was greatly interrupted by his 
cruifets, and fuch frequent alarms given to the 
coalt of Spain, that there was a necefiity of 

° Sandov. Hi (tor. tom. ii. 198. 
erefting 
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erefting watch-towers at proper diftances, and 
of keeping guards conftantly on foot, in order to 
defcry the approach of his fquadrons, and to 
protect the inhabitants from their defcents P. 
Of this the emperor had received repeated and 
clamorous complaints from his fubjecrs, who 
reprefented it as an enterprife correfponding to 
his power, and becoming his humanity, to re- 
duce Algiers, which, linee the conqueft of 
Tunis, was the common receptacle of all the 
free-booters ; and to exterminate that lawlefs race, 
the implacable enemies of the Chriftian name. 
Moved partly by their entreaties, and partly 
allured by the hope of adding to the glory 
which he had acquired by his laft expedition int» 
Africa, Charles, before he left Madrid in his 
way to the Low-Countries, had ilfued orders 
both in Spain and Italy, to prepare a fleet and 
army for this purpofe. No change in circum- 
llances, fince that time, could divert him from 
this refolution, or prevail on him to turn his 
arms towards Hungary ; though the fuccefs of 
the Turks in that country feemed more imme- 
diately to require his prefence there; though 
many of his moft faithful adherents in Germany 
urged that the defence of the empire ought to 
be his firil and peculiar care ; though fuch as 
bore him no good-will ridiculed his prepoilerous 
condudt in flying from an enemy almofl: at hand, 
that he might go in quell of a remote and more 
ignoble foe. But to attack the fultan in Hun- 
gary, how fplendid foever that meafure might 
appear, was an undertaking which exceeded his 

P Jovii Hilt. 1. xl. p. z66. 
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power, and was not confident with his intereft. 
To draw troops out of Spain or Italy, to march 
them into a country fo diftant as Hungary, to 
provide the vaft apparatus neceffary for tranf- 
porting thither the artillery, ammunition, and 
baggage of a regular army, and to pulh the war 
in that quarter, where there was little profpeft 
of bringing it to an iffue during feveral cam- 
paigns, were undertakings fo expenfive and un- 
wieldy as did not correfpond with the low con- 
dition of the emperor’s treafury. While his 
principal force was thus employed, his dominions 
in Italy and the Low-Countries mult have lain 
open to the French king, who would not have 
allowed fuch a favourable opportunity of attack- 
ing them to go unimproved. Whereas the 
African expedition, the preparations for which 
were already finiihed, and almolt the whole ex- 
pence of it defrayed, would depend upon a 
lingle effort; and befides the fecurity and fatif- 
faftion which the fuccefs of it mull give his 
fubjedts, would detain him during fo Ihort a 
fpace, that Francis could hardly take advan- 
tage of his abfence, to invade his dominions in 
Europe. 

On all thefe accounts, Charles adhered to his 
firft plan, and with fuch determined obftinacy, 
that he paid no regard to the pope, who advifed, 
or to Andrew Doria, who conjured him not to 
expofe his whole armament to almoft unavoidable 
deltru&ion, by venturing to approach the dan- 
gerous coaft of Algiers at fuch an advanced fea- 
fon of the year, and when the autumnal winds 
were fo violent. Having embarked on board 
Doria’s gallies at Porto-Venere in the Genoefe 
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territories, he foon found that this experienced 
failor had not judged wrong concerning the ele- 
ment with which he was fo well acquainted ; for 
fuch a ftorm arofe, that it was with the utmoll 
difficulty and danger he reached Sardinia, the 
place of general rendezvous. But as his courage 
was undaunted, and his temper often inflexible, 
neither the renewed remonilrances of the pope 
and Doria, nor the danger to which he had al- 
ready been expofed by difregarding their advice, 
had any other effedt than to confirm him in his 
fatal refolution. The force, indeed, which he 
had collected, was fuch as might have infpired a 
prince lefs adventurous, and lefs confident in his 
own fchemes, with the moll fanguine hopes of 
fuccefs. It confifted of twenty thoufand foot, 
and two thoufand horfe, Spaniards, Italians, 
and Germans, mottly veterans, together with 
three thoufand volunteers, the flower of the 
Spanilh and Italian nobility, fond of paying 
court to the emperor by attending him in his 
favourite expedition, and eager to ffiare in the 
glory which they believed he was going to 
reap ; to thefe -were added a thoufand foldiers 
fent from Malta by the order of St. John, led 
by an hundred of its moll gallant knights. 

The voyage, from Majorca to the African 
coall, was not lefs tedious, or full of hazard, 
than that which he had juft finiihed. When he 
approached the land, the roll of the fea, and 
vehemence of the winds, would not permit the 
troops to difembark. But at laft, the emperor, 
feizing a favourable opportunity, landed them 
without oppolition, not far from Algiers, and 
immediately advanced towards the town. To 

oppofe 
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oppofe this mighty army, Hafcen had only eight 
hundred Turks, and five thoufand Moors, partly 
natives of ^Africa, and partly refugees from 
Granada. He returned, however, a fierce and 
haughty anfwer, when fummoned to furrender. 
But with fuch a handful of foldiers, neither his 
defperate courage, nor confummate Ikill in war, 
could have long refifted forces fuperior to thofe 
which had defeated Barbaroffa at the head oi 
fixty thoufand men, and which had reduced 
Tunis, in fpite of all his endeavours to fave it. 

But how far foever the emperor might think 
hnnfelf beyond the reach of any danger from the 
enemy, he was fuddenly expofed to a more dread- 
ful calamity, and one againft which human pru- 
dence and human efforts availed nothing. On 
the fecond day after his landing, and before he 
had time for any thing but to dilperfe fome light- 
armed Arabs who molefted his troops on their 
march, the clouds began to gather, and the 
heavens to appear with a fierce and threatening 
afpett. Towards evening, rain began to fall, 
accompanied with violent wind ; and the rage of 
the tempeft increafing, during the night, the 
foldiers, who had brought nothing afhore but 
their arms, remained expofed to all its fury, 
without tents, or (helter, or cover of any kind. 
The ground was foon fo wet that they could not 
lie down on it; their camp being in a low fitu- 
ation, was overflowed with water, and they funk 
at every ftep to the ankles in mud; while the 
wind blew with fuch impetuofity, that, to pre- 
vent their falling, they were obliged to thrufl 
their fpears into the ground, and to fupport 
themfelves by taking hold of them. Hafcen was 
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too vigilant an officer to allow an enemy in fuch 
dillrefs to remain unmolefted. About the dawn 
of morning, he fallied out with foldiers, who 
having been fcreened from the ftorm under their 
own roofs, were frefh and vigorous. A body of 
Italians, who were ftationed neareft the city, 
difpirited and benumbed with cold, fled at the 
approach of the Turks. The troops at the 
poll behind them difcovered greater courage; 
but as the rain had extinguilhed their matches, 
and w'etted their powder, their mulkets were 
ufelefs, and having fcarcely ftrength to handle 
their other arms, they were foon thrown into 
confufion. Almoft the whole army, with the 
emperor himfelf in perfon, was obliged to ad- 
vance, before the enemy could be repulfed, who, 
after fpreading fuch general confternation, and 
killing a conliderable number of men, retired at 
laft in good order. 

But all feeling or remembrance of this lofs 
and danger were quickly obliterated by a more 
dreadful as well as affefting fpectacle. It was 
now broad day; the hurricane had abated no- 
thing of its violence, and the fea appeared agi- 
tated with all the rage of which that deftruftive 
element is capable ; all the fliips, on which alone 
the whole army knew that their fafety and fub- 
liftence depended, were feen driven from their 
anchors, fome dafhing againft each other, fome 
beat to pieces on the rocks, many forced alhore, 
and not a few finking in the waves. In lefs 
than an hour, fifteen fliips of war, and an hun- 
dred and forty tranfports with eight thoufand 
men, periflied; and fuch of the unhappy crews 
as efcaped the fury of the fea, were murdered 

• without 
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without mercy by the Arabs, as foon as they 
reached land. The emperor Hood in lilent 
anguifh and aftonifhment beholding this fatal 
event, which at once blaited all his hopes of fuc- 
cefs, and buried in the depths the vaft ftores 
which he had provided, as well for annoying the 
enemy, as for fubfifting his own troops. He 
had it not in his power to afford them any other 
afiiftance or relief than by fending fome troops to 
drive away the Arabs, and thus delivering a 
few who were fo fortunate as to get afhore from 
the cruel fate which their companions had met 
with. At laftthe wind began to fall, and to give 
fome hopes that as many fhips might efcape as 
would be fufficient to fave the army from perifh- 
ing by famine, and tranfport them back to Eu- 
rope. But thefe were only hopes; the approach 
of evening covered the fea with darknefs ; and it 
being impofiible for the officers aboard the ffiips 
which had outlived the ftorm, to fend any intel- 
ligence to their companions who were afhore, 
they remained during the night in all the anguifh 
of fufpence and uncertainty. Next day, a boat 
difpatched by Doria made fhift to reach land, 
with information, that having weathered out the 
ftorm, to which, during fifty years knowledge 
of the fea, he had never feen any equal in fierce- 
nefs and horror, he had found it neceffary to 
bear away with his fhattered fhips to Cape 
Metafuz. He advifed the emperor, as the face 
of the fky was ftill lowering and tempeftuous, 
to march with all fpeed to that place, where 
the troops could re-embark with greater cafe. 

Whatever comfort this intelligence afforded 
Charles, from being affured that part of his 

x 2 fleet 



2c8 the reign of the E. VI. 

fleet had efcaped, was balanced by the new cares 
and perplexity in which it involved him with re- 
gard to his army. Metafuz was at leaft three 
days march from his prefent camp ; all the pro- 
vilions which he had brought afhore at his iirlt 
landing were now' confumed ; his foldiers, worn 
out with fatigue, were hardly able for fuch a 
march, even in a friendly country; and being 
difpirited by a fuccefiion of hardthips, which 
vidfory itfelf would fcarcely have rendered toler- 
able, they were in no condition to undergo new 
toils. But the fltuation of the army was fuch 
as allowed not one moment for deliberation, nor 
left it in the leafl: doubtful what to choofe. 
They were ordered initantly to march, the 
wounded, the lick, and the feeble being placed 
in the centre; fuch as feemed moft vigorous 
were ftationed in the front and rear. Then the 
fad efiedls of what they had fuffered began to 
appear more manifeltly than ever, and new ca- 
lamities were added to all thofe which they had 
already endured. Some could hardly bear the 
weight of their arms; others, fpent with the 
toil of forcing their way through deep and 
almolt impaffable roads, funk dowm and died; 
many perilhed by famine, as the whole army 
fubfifted chiefly on roots and berries, or the flefh 
of horfes, killed by the emperor’s order, and 
diftributed among the feveral battalions ; many 
were drowned in brooks, which were fwollen fo 
much by the exceffive rains, that in pafling them 
they waded up to the chin ; not a few were killed 
by the enemy, who, during the greateft part of 
their retreat, alarmed, harafled, and annoyed 
them night and day. At la It they arrived at 
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Metafuz : and the weather being now fo calm as 
to reftore their communication with the fleet, 
they were fupplied with plenty of proviiions, and 
cheered with the profpeft of fafety. 

During this dreadful feries of calamities, the 
emperor difcovered great qualities, many of 
which a long continued flow of profperity had 
fcarcely afforded him an opportunity of difplay- 
ing. He appeared confpicuous for firmnefs and 
conftancy of fpirit, for magnanimity, fortitude, 
humanity, and compafllon. He endured as great 
hardfliips as the meaneff foldier ; he expofed his 
own perfon wherever danger threatened ; he en- 
couraged the defponding, vifited the fick and 
wounded, and animated all by his words and 
example. When the army embarked, he was 
among the laft who left the fliore, although 
a body of Arabs hovered at no great diftance, 
ready to fall on the rear. By thefe virtues, 
Charles atoned, in fome degree, for his obftinacy 
and prefumption in undertaking an expedition fo 
fatal to his fubjefts. 

The calamities which attended this unfortunate 
enterprife did not end here ; for no fooner were 
the forces got on board, than a new ftorm arif- 
ing, though lefs furious than the former, fcat- 
tered the fleet, and obliged them, feparately, to 
make towards fuch ports in Spain or Italy as 
they could firft reach ; thus fpreading the ac- 
count of their difafters, with all the circumftances 
of aggravation and horror, which their imagina- 
tion, ftill under the influence of fear, fuggefted. 
The emperor himfelf, after efcaping great dan- 
gers, and being forced into the port of Bugia in 
Africa [Dec. 2], where he was obliged by con- 
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trary winds to remain feveral weeks, arrived at 
lafl: in Spain, in a condition very different from 
that in which he had returned from his former 
expedition againfl the infidels z. 

BOOK VII. 

nphe calamities which the emperor fuffered in 
his unfortunate enterprize againfl Algiers 

were great; and the account of thefe, which 
augmented in proportion as it fpread at a greater 
diftance from the fcene of his difailers, encou- 
raged' Francis to begin hoftilities, on which he 
had been for fame time refolved. But he did 
not think it prudent to produce, as the motives 
of this refolution, either his ancient preteniions 
to the dutchy of Milan, or the emperor’s dif- 
ingenuity in violating his repeated promifes with 
regard to the reflitution of that country. The 
former might have been a good reafon againfl 
concluding the truce of Nice, but was none for 
breaking it; the latter could not be urged with- 
out expofing his own credulity as much as the 
emperor’s want of integrity. A violent and 
unwarrantable aftion of one of the Imperial ge- 
nerals furnifhed him with a reafon to juflify his 

z Carol. V, Expeditio ad Argyriam, per Nicolaum Vil- 
lagnonem Equitem Rhodium, ap. Scardium, v. ii. 365. 
Jovii Hift. ). xl. p. 169, &c. Vera y Zuniga Vida de 
Carlos V. p. 83. Sandov. JHiftor. ii. 199, &c. 
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taking arms, which was of greater weight than 
either of thefe, and fuch as would have roufed 
him, if he had been as ddirous of peace as he 
was eager for war. Francis, by figning the 
treaty of truce at Nice, without confulting 
Solyman, gave (as he forefaw) great offence to 
that haughty monarch, who confidered an alli- 
ance with him as an honour of which a Chriftian 
prince had caufe to be proud. The friendly 
interview of the French king with the emperor 
in Provence, followed by fuch extraordinary ap- 
pearances of union aud confidence which diftin- 
guifhed the reception of Charles when he palled 
through the dominions of Francis to the Low- 
Countries, induced the fultan to fufpeft that 
the two rivals had at laft forgotten their ancient 
enmity, in order that they might form fuch a 
general confederacy againft: the Ottoman power, 
as had been long wilhed for in Chriftendom, and 
often attempted in vain. Charles, with his 
ufual art, endeavoured to confirm and ftrengthen 
thefe fufpicions, by in drafting his emiffaries at 
Conllautinople, as well as in thofe courts with 
which Solyman held any intelligence, to repre- 
fent the concord between him and Francis to be 
fo entire, that their fentiments, views, and pur- 
fuits, would be the fame for the future*. It 
was not without difficulty that Francis effaced 
thefe imprelfions; but the addrefs of Rincon, 
the French ambaffador at the Porte, together 
with the manifell advantage of carrying on hof- 
tilities againft the houfe of Auftria in concert 
with France, prevailed at length on the fultaa 

® Mem. de Ribier, tom. i. p. 501. 
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not only to banirti his fufpicions, but to enter 
into a clofer conjundtion with Francis than ever. 
Rincon returned into France, in order to com- 
municate to his mailer a fcheme of the fultan’s 
for gaining the concurrence of the Venetians in 
their operations againft the common enemy. 
Solyman having lately concluded a peace with 
that republic, to which the mediation of Francis 
and the good offices of Rincon had greatly con- 
tributed, thought it not impoffible to allure the 
fenate by fuch advantages, as, together with the 
example of the French monarch, might over- 
balance any fcruples arifing either from decency 
or caution, that could operate on the other fide. 
Francis, warmly approving of this meafnre, dif- 
patched Rincon back to Conilantinople, and di- 
recling him to go by Venice along with Fregofo, 
a Genoefe exile, whom he appointed his am- 
bafi'ador to that republic, empowered them to 
negotiate the matter with the fenate, to whom 
Solyman had fent an envoy for the fame pur- 
pofe h. The marquis del Guafto, governor of 
the Milanefe, an officer of great abilities, but 
capable of attempting and executing the moft 
atrocious adlions, got intelligence of the motions 
and deflination of thefe ambaffadors. As he 
knew how much his mafter wifhed to difcover 
the intentions of the French king, and of what 
confequence it was to retard the execution of his 
meafures, he employed fome foldiers belonging 
to the garrifon or Pavia to lie in wait for Rincon 
and Fregofo as they failed down the Po, who 
murdered them and moft of their attendants, 

l> Hift. ile Venet. de Paruta, iv. 125. 
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and feized their papers. Upon receiving an ac- 
count of this barbarous outrage, committed, 
during the fubfiftence of a truce, againft perfons 
held facred by the moft uncivilized nations, 
Francis’s grief for the unhappy fate of two fer- 
vants whom he loved and trufted, his uneafinefs 
at the interruption of his fchemes by their death, 
and every other paffion, were fwallowed up and 
loll in the indignation which this infult on the 
honour of his crown excited. He exclaimed 
loudly againft Guafto, who, having drawn upon 
himfelf all the infamy of affaflination without- 
making any difcovery of importance, as the am- 
bafladors had left their inttructions and other 
papers of confequence behind them, now boldly 
denied his being accdfary in any wife to the 
crime. He fent an ambaffador to the emperor, 
to demand fuitable reparation for an indignity, 
which no prince, how inconiiderable or pufdla- 
nimous foever, could tamely endure : and when 
Charles, impatient at that time to fet out on his 
African expedition, endeavoured to put him off 
with an evafive anfwer, he appealed to all the 
courts in Europe, fetting forth the heinoufnefs 
of the injury, the fpirit of moderation with 
which he had applied for redrefs, and the 
iniquity of the emperor in difregarding this 
juft requeft. 

Notwithftanding the confidence with which 
Guafto afferted his own innocence, the accufa- 
tions of the French gained greater credit than 
all his proteftations; and Bellay, the French 
commander in Piedmont, procured, at length, 
by his induftry and addrefs, fuch a minute detail 
pf the tranfadtion, with the teftimony of fo 

many 
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many of the parties concerned, as amounted al- 
moft to a legal proof of the marquis’s guilt. 
In confequence of this opinion of the public, 
confirmed by fuch ftrong evidence, Francis’s 
complaints were univerfally allowed to be well 
founded, and the fteps which he took towards re- 
newing hoftilities, were afcribed not merely to 
ambition or refentment, but to the unavoid- 
able neceflity of vindicating the honour of his 
crown c. 

However juft Francis might efteem his own 
caufe, he did not truft fo much to that, as to 
neglect the proper precautions for gaining other 
allies befides the fultan, by whofe aid he might 
counterbalance the emperor’s fuperior power. 
But his negotiations to this effect were attended 
with very little fuccefs. Henry VIII. eagerly 
bent at that time upon fchemes againft Scotland, 
which he knew would at once diffolve his union 
with France, was inclinable rather to take part 
with the emperor, than to contribute in any de- 
gree towards favouring the operations againft 
him. The pope adhered inviolably to his ancient 
fyftem of neutrality. The Venetians, notwith- 
ftanding Solyman’s felicitations, imitated the 
pope’s example. The Germans, fatisfied with 
the religious liberty which they enjoyed, found 
it more their intereft to gratify than to irritate 
the emperor; fo that the kings of Denmark and 
Sweden, who on this occafion were firft drawn 
in to intereft themfelves in the quarrels of the 
more potent monarchs of the fouth, and the 
duke of Cleves, who had a difpute with 

c Bellay, 367, &c. Jovii Hill. lib. xl. 268. 
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the emperor about the pofleffion of Gueldres, 
were the only confederates whom Francis fe- 
cured. But the dominions of the two former 
lay at fuch a diftance, and the power of the 
latter was fo inconfiderable, that he gained little 
by their alliance. 

But Francis by vigorous efforts of his own 
activity fupplied every defett. Being afflicted 
at this time with a diftemper, which was the ef- 
fect of his irregular pleafures, and which pre- 
vented his purfuing them with the fame licen- 
tious indulgence, he applied to bufinefs with 
more than his ufual induftry. The fame caufe 
which occafioned this extraordinary attention to 
his affairs, rendered him morofe and diffatisfied 
with the minifters whom he had hitherto em- 
ployed. This accidental peevifhnefs being fharp- 
ened by refledting on the falfe fteps into which 
he had lately been betrayed, as well as the infults 
to which he had been expofed, fome of thofe in 
whom he had ufually placed the greatefl confi- 
dence felt the effefts of this change in his tem- 
per, and were deprived of their offices. At lafl 
he difgraced Montmorency himfelf, who had 
long direfted affairs as well civil as military, 
with all the authority of a minifter no lefs be- 
loved than trufted by his mafter; and Francis 
being fond of fhewing that the fall of fuch a 
powerful favourite did not affeft the vigour or 
prudence of his adminiftration, this was a new 
motive to redouble his diligence in preparing to 
open the war by fome fplendid and extraordinary 
effort. 

1542.3 He accordingly brought into the field 
five armies. One to aft in Luxembourg under 

the 
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the duke of Orleans> accompanied by the duke 
of Lorraine as his inftruftor in the art of war. 
Another, commanded by the Dauphin, marched 
towards the frontiers of Spain. A third, led by 
Van Roffem the marfhal of Gueldres, and com- 
pofed chiefly of the troops of Cleves, had Bra- 
bant allotted for the theatre of its operations. 
A fourth, of which the duke of Vendofme was 
general, hovered on the borders of Flanders. 
The laft, conflfting of the forces cantoned in 
Piedmont, was deftined for the admiral Anne- 
baut. The Dauphin and his brother were ap- 
pointed to command where the chief exertions 
were intended, and the greateft honour to be 
reaped; the army of the former amounted to 
forty thoufand, that of the latter to thirty thou- 
fand men. Nothing appears more furpriling than 
that Francis did not pour with thefe numerous 
and irrefiflible armies into the Milanefe, which 
had fo long been the object of his wilhes as well 
as enterprifes; and that he fliould choofe rather 
to turn almoft his whole ftrength into another di- 
ledtion, and towards new conquefts. But the 
remembrance of the difafters which he had met 
with in his former expeditions into Italy, toge- 
ther with the difficulty of fupporting a war carried 
on at fuch a diftance from his own dominions, had 
gradually abated his violent inclination to ob- 
tain footing in that country, and made him 
willing to try the fortune of his arms in another 
Jyiarter. At the fame time he expected to make 
uch a powerful impreffion on the frontier of 

Spain, where there were few towns of any 
ftrength, and no army affembled to oppofe him, 
as might enable him to recover poffeffion of the 

country 
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country of Roufiillon, lately difmembered from 
the French crown, before Charles could bring 
into the field any force able to obftruft his pro- 
grefs. The neceflity of fupporting his ally the 
duke of Cleves, and the hope of drawing a con- 
fiderable body of foldiers out of Germany by his 
means, determined him to adf with vigour in the 
Low-Countries. 

Tbe Dauphin and duke of Orleans opened the 
campaign much about the fame time [June] ; 
the former laying fiege to Perpignan the capital 
of Roulfillon, and the latter entering Luxem- 
bourg. The duke of Orleans pufhed his opera- 
tions with the greateft rapidity and fuccefs, one 
town falling after another, until no place in that 
large dutchy remained in the emperor’s hands 
but Thionville. Nor could he have failed of 
over-running the adjacent provinces with the 
fame eafe, if he had not voluntarily ftopt Ihort 
in this career of victory. Rut a report prevailing 
that the emperor had determined to hazard a 
battle in order to fave Perpignan, on a fudden 
the duke, prompted by youthful ardour, or 
moved, perhaps, by jealoufy of his brother, 
whom he both envied and hated, abandoned his 
own conqueft, and haftened towards Rouffillon, 
in order to divide with him the glory of the 
victory. 

On his departure, fome of his troops were 
dilbanded, others deferted their colours, and the 
reft, cantoned in the towns which he had taken, 
remained inactive. By this conduct, which leaves 
a difhonourable imputation either on his under- 
ftanding or his heart, or on both, he not only 
renounced whatever he could have hoped from 
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fuch a promifing commencement of the campaign, 
but gave the enemy an opportunity of recover- 
ing, before the end of fummer, all the conquefts 
which he had gained. On the Spanifh frontier, 
the emperor was not fo inconfiderate as to ven- 
ture on a battle, the lofs of which might have 
endangered his kingdom. Perpignan, though 
poorly fortified, and brifkly attacked, having 
been largely fupplied with ammunition and pro- 
viiions by the vigilance of Doria d, was defended 
fo long and fo vigoroufly by the duke of Alva, 
the perfevering obftinacy of whofe temper fitted 
him admirably for fuch a fervice, that at lafl the 
French, after a liege of three months, wafted by 
difeafes, repulfed in feveral afiaults, and defpair- 
ing of fuccefs, relinquilhed the undertaking, and 
retired into their own countrye. Thus all 
Francis’s mighty preparations, either from fome 
defeft in his own conduft, or from the fuperior 
power and prudence of his rival, produced no 
effedfs which bore any proportion to his expence 
and efforts, or fuch as gratified, in any degree, 
his own hopes, or anfwered the expectation of 
Europe. The only foil’d advantage of the cam- 
paign was the acquifition of a few towns in Pied- 
mont, which Bellay gained rather by ftratagem 
and addrefs, than by force of arms f. 

J5430 Tl16 emPeror and Francis, though 
both confiderably exhaufted by fuch great but 
indecifive efforts, difeovering no abatement of 
their mutual anrmofity, employed all their atten- 

Sigonii Vita A.Doriac, p. 1191. e Sandov. Hift. 
tom. ii. 315. f lb. ii. 318. Uellay, 317, &c. Ferrer. 
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tion, tried every expedient, and turned themfelves 
towards every quarter, in order to acquire new 
allies, together with fuch a reinforcement of 
ftrength as would give them the fuperiority in 
the enfuing campaign. Charles, taking advan- 
tage of the terror and refentment of the Spa- 
niards, upon the fudden invafion of their country, 
prevailed on the Cortes of the feveral kingdoms 
to grant him fublidies with a more liberal hand 
than ufual. At the fame time he borrowed a 
large fum from John king of Portugal, and, by 
way of fecurity for his repayment, put him in 
poffeffion of the Molucca iiles in the Eaft Indies, 
with the gainful commerce of precious fpices, 
which that fequeftered corner of the globe 
yields. Not fatisfied with this, he negotiated 
a marriage between Philip his only fon, now in his 
lixteenth year, and Mary daughter of that mo- 
narch, with whom her father, the moft opulent 
prince in Europe, gave a large dower ; and having 
likewife perfuaded the Cortes of Aragon and 
Valencia to recognife Philip as the heir of thefe 
crowns, he obtained from them the donative ufual 
on fuch occafions ?. Thefe extraordinary fupplies 
enabled him to make fuch additions to his forces 
in Spain that he could detach a great body into 
the Low-Countries, and yet referve as many as 
were fuflicient for the defence of the kingdom. 
Having thus provided for the fecurity of Spain, 
and committed the government of it to his fon, 
he failed for Italy [May], in his way to Ger- 
many. But how attentive foever to raife the 
funds for carrying on the war, or eager to grafp 

5 Ferrsras, ix. 238. 243. Jovii Hift. lib. xlii. 298. 6. 
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at any new expedient for that purpofc, he was 
not fo inconfiderate as to accept of an overture 
which Paul, knowing his neceflities, artfully 
threw out to him. That ambitious pontiff, no 
lefs fagacious to difcern, than watchful to feize 
opportunities of aggrandizing his family, folicited 
him to grant Odtavio his grandchild, whom the 
emperor had admitted to the honour of being his 
fon-in-law, the inveftiture of the dutchy of Milan, 
in return for which he promifed fuch a fum of 
money as would have gone far towards fupply- 
ing all his prefent exigencies. But Charles, as 
well from unwillingnefs to alienate a province of 
fo much value, as from difgufl at the pope, who 
had hitherto refufed to join in the war againft 
Francis, rejtftcd the propofal. His diffatisfac- 
tion with Paul at that jun&ure was fo great, that 
he even refufed to approve his alienating Parma 
and Placentia from the patrimony of St. Peter, 
and fettling them on his fon and grandfon as a 
fief to be held of the holy fee. As no other ex- 
pedient for raifing money among the Italian 
ftates remained, he confented to withdraw the 
garrifons which he had hitherto kept in the 
citadels of Florence and Leghorn ; in confider- 
ation for which he received a large prefent from 
Cofmo di Medici, who by this means fecured 
his own independence, and got poffeflion of two 
forts, which were juftly called the fetters of 
Tufcany h. 

But Charles, while he feemed to have turned 
his whole attention towards railing the fums ne- 

•> Adriasi Illoria, i. 195. Sleid. 312. Jovii Hift. lib, 
xliii. p. 301. Vita di Coi. Medici di Baldini, p. 34. 

ceffary 



I543>] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 221 
ceffary for defraying the expences of the year, 
had not been negligent of objefts more diltant, 
though no lefs important, and had concluded a 
league offenfive and defenfive with Henry VIII. 
from which he derived, in the end, greater ad- 
vantage than from all his other preparations. 
Several flight circumftances which have already 
been mentioned, had begun to alienate the affec- 
tions of that monarch from Francis, with whom 
he had been for fome time in clofe alliance ; 
and new incidents of greater moment had oc- 
curred to increafe his difgult and animofity. 
Henry, defirous of eflablilhing an uniformity in 
religion in both the Britiih kingdoms, as well as 
fond of making profelytes to his own opinions, 
had formed a icheme of perfuading his nephew 
the king of Scots to renounce the pope’s fu- 
premacy, and to adopt the fame fyltem of re- 
formation, which he had introduced into Eng- 
land. This meafure he purfued with his ufual 
eagernefs and impetuofity, making fuch advanta- 
geous offers to James, whom he coniidered as 
not over-fcrupuloufly attached to any religious 
tenets, that he hardly doubted of fuccefs. His 
propofitions were accordingly received in fuch a 
manner, that he flattered himfelf with having 
gained his point. But the Scottifh eccleliallics, 
forefeeing how fatal the union of their fovereign 
with England muft prove both to their own 
power, and to the eftablifhed fyftem of religion ; 
and the partifans of France, no lefs convinced that 
it would put an end to the influence of that 
crown upon the public councils of Scotland; 
combined together, and by their infinuations de- 
feated Henry’s fcheme at the very moment when 
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he expe&ed it to have taken effeft k Too 
haughty to brook fuch a diiappoinfment, which 
he imputed as much to the arts of the French, 
as to the levity of the Scottifh monarch, he took 
arms againft Scotland, threatening to fubdue the 
kingdom, fince he could not gain the fiiendfhip 
of its king. At the fame time, his refentment 
againft Francis quickened his negotiations with 
the emperor, an alliance with whom he was now 
as forward to accept as the other could be to 
offer it. During this war with Scotland, and 
before the conclufion of his negotiations with 
Charles, James V. died, leaving his crown to Mary 
his only daughter, an nfant a few days old. 
Upon this event, Henry altered at once his whole 
fyftem with regard to Scotland, and abandoning 
all thoughts of conquering it, aimed at what 
was more advantageous as well as more practi- 
cable, an union with that kingdom by a mar- 
riage between Edward his only fon and the young 
queen. But here, too, he apprehended a vigorous 
oppofition from the French faction in Scotland, 
which began to beftir itfelf in order to thwart 
the meafure. The neceflity of crufhing this 
party among the Scots, and of preventing 
Francis from furnifhing them any effeftual aid, 
confirmed Henry’s refolution of breaking with 
France, and pufiied him on to put a finifning 
hand to the treaty of confederacy with the em- 
peror. 

In this league [Feb. nj were contained firft 
of all, articles for fecuring their future amity and 
mutual defence ; then were enumerated the de- 

* Hift. of Scotl. vol. i. p. 71, &c. 9th edit. Svc. 
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mands which they were refpeftively to make upon 
Francis ; and the plan of their operations was 
fixed, if he Ihould refufe to grant them fatisfac- 
tion. They agreed to require that Francis fhould 
not only renounce his alliance with Solyman, 
which had been the fourcc of infinite calamities 
to Chriftendom, but alfo that he fhould make 
reparation for the damages which that unnatural 
union had occafioned ; that he fhould reftore 
Burgundy to the emperor, that he fhould 
defift immediately from hoftilities, and leave 
Charles at leifure to oppofe the common enemy 
of the Chriilian faith ; and that he fhould im- 
mediately pay the fums due to Henry, or put 
fome towns in hi's hands as fecurity to that ef- 
fect. If, within forty days, he did not comply 
with thefe demands, they then engaged to invade 
France each with twenty thoufand foot and five 
thoufand horfe, and not to lay down their arms 
until they had recovered Burgundy, together 
with the towns on the Somme, for the emperor, 
and Normandy and Guienne, or even the whole 
realm of France, for Henry k. Their heralds, 
accordingly, fet out with thefe haughty requifi- 
tions ; and though they were not permitted to 
enter France, the two monarchs held themfelves 
fully entitled to execute whatever was ftipulated 
in their treaty. 

Francis, on his part, was not lefs diligent in 
preparing for the approaching campaign. Having 
early obferved fymptoms of Henry’s difgufl and 
alienation, and finding all his endeavours to footh 
and reconcile him ineffeftual, he knew his tem- 
per too well not to exped that open hoflilities 

k Rym. xiv, 768. Herb. 238. 
would 
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would quickly follow upon this cdlation of 
friendihip. For this reafon he redoubled his 
endeavours to obtain from Solyman fuch aid as 
might counterbalance the great accefiion of 
ftrength which the emperor would receive by 
his alliance with England. In order to fupply 
the place of the two ambalfadors who had been 
murdered by Guafto, he fent as his envoy, firlt 
to Venice, and then to Conilantinople, Paulin, 
who, though in no higher rank than a captain of 
foot, was deemed worthy of being raifed to this 
important ilation, to which he was recommended 
by Bellay, who had trained him to the aits of 
negotiation, and made trial of his talents and ad- 
drefs on feveral occafions. Nor did he belie the 
opinion conceived of his courage and abilities. 
Haitening to Conilantinople, without regarding 
the dangers to which he was expofed, he urged his 
mafter’s demands with fuch boldnefs, and availed 
himfelf of every circumftance with fuch dexte- 
rity, that he foon removed all the fultan’s diffi- 
culties. As fome of the baffiaws, fwayed either 
by their own opinion, or influenced by the em- 
peror’s emiffaries, who had made their way even 
into this court, had declared in the divan againfl: 
acting in concert with France, he found means 
cither to convince or lilence them lc. At lall he 
obtained orders for Barbarofla to fail with a 
powerful fleet, and to regulate all his operations 
by the direftions of the French king. Francis was 
not equally fuccefsful in his attempts to gain the 
princes of the empire. The extraordinary rigour 

k Sandov. Hi ft or. tom. ii. 346. Jovii Hill. lib. xli. 
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with which he thought it necefTary to punifh fuch 
of his fubjeCfs as had embraced the proteitant 
opinions, in order to give i'ome notable evidence 
of his own zeal for the catholic faith, and to 
wipe off the imputations to which he was 
liable from his confederacy with the Turks, 
placed an infuperable barrier between him and 
fuch of the Germans as intereft or inclination 
would have prompted moft readily to join him *. 
His chief advantage, however, over the emperor, 
he derived on this, as on other occafions, from 
the contiguity of his dominions, as well as from 
the exent of the royal authority in France, which 
exempted him from all the delays and difap- 
pointments unavoidable wherever popular alfem- 
blies provide for the expences of government by 
occafional and frugal fubfidies. Hence his do- 
meftic preparations were always carried on with 
vigour and rapidity, while thofe of the emperor, 
unlefs when quickened by fome foreign fupply, 
or fome temporary expedient, were extremely 
flow and dilatory. 

Long before any army was in readinefs to 
oppofe him, Francis took the field in the Low- 
Countries, againft which he turned the whole 
weight of the war. He made himfelf mailer of 
Landrecy, which he determined to keep as the 
key to the whole province of Hainault; and 
ordered it to be fortified with great care. Turn- 
ing from thence to the right, he entered the 
dutchy of Luxembourg, and found it in the fame 
defencelefs Hate as in the former year. While 
he was thus employed, the emperor, having 

1 Seek. lib. iii. 403. 
drawn 
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drawn together an army, compofed of all the 
different nations fubjedf to his government, en- 
tered the territories of the duke of Cleves, on 
whom he had vowed to inflift exemplary ven- 
geance. This prince, vvhofe condudl and fitua- 
tion were fimilar to that of Robert de la Mark 
in the firll war between Charles and Francis, re- 
fembled him likewife in his fate. Unable, with his 
feeble army, to face the emperor, who advanced 
at the head of forty-four thoufand men, he re- 
tired at his approach ; and the Imperialiits, being 
at liberty to aft as they pleafed, immediately in- 
vefled Duren. That town, though gallantly 
defended, was taken by affault; all the inhabit- 
ants were put to the fword, and the place itfelf 
reduced to afhes. This dreadful example of 
feverity ftruck the people of the country with 
fuch general terror, that all the other towns, 
even fuch as were capable of refiftance, fent 
their keys to the emperor [Auguft 24] ; and be- 
fore a body of French, detached to his affiltance, 
could come up, the duke himfelf was obliged 
to make his fubmiflion to Charles in the mofl 
abjeft manner. Being admitted into the Im- 
perial prefence, he kneeled, together with eight 
of his principal fubjefts, and implored mercy. 
The emperor allowed him to remain in that ig- 
nominious pollure, and eyeing him with an 
haughty and fevere look, without deigning to 
anfwer a Angle word, remitted him to his mi- 
niiters. The conditions, however, which they 
prefcribed were not fo rigorous as he had reafon 
to have expected after fuch a reception. He 
was obliged [Sept. 73 to renounce his alliance 
with France and Denmark ; to refign all his 

pretenfions 
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pretenfions to the dutchy of Gueldres ; to enter 
into perpetual amity with the emperor and king 
of the Romans. In return for which, all his 
hereditary dominions were reftored, except two 
towns which the emperor kept as pledges of the 
duke’s fidelity during the continuance of the 
war ; and he was reinftated in his privileges as 
a prince of the empire. Not long after, Charles, 
as a proof of the iincerity of his reconcilement, 
gave him in marriage one of the daughters of his 
brother Ferdinand m. 

Having thus chaftifed the prefumption of the 
duke of Cleves, detached one of his allies from 
Francis, and annexed to his own dominions in 
the Low-Countries a confiderable province which 
lay contiguous to them, Charles advanced towards 
Hair.ault, and laid fiege to Landrecy. There, as 
the firll fruits of his alliance with Henry, he 
was joined by fix thoufand Englifii under fir 
John Wallop. The garrifon, confifting of ve- 
teran troops commanded by De la Lande and 
Deffe, two officers of reputation, made a vigor- 
ous refiftance. Francis approached with all his 
forces to relieve that place ; Charles covered the 
fiege; both were determined to hazard an en- 
gagement ; and all Europe expefted to fee this 
contell, which had continued fo long, decided 
at laft by a battle between two great armies led 
by their refpective monarchs in perfon. But the 
ground which feparated their two camps was 
luch, as put the difadvantage manifeltly on his 
fide who ihould venture to attack, and neither 

m Hani Annal. Brabant, t. i. 628. Recueil des Traitez, 
t. ii< 226. 
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of them chofe to run that rifque. Amidfl; a 
variety of movements in order to draw the enemy 
into the fnare, or to avoid it themfelves, Francis, 
with admirable conduct and equal good fortune, 
threw firft a fupply of frelh troops, and then a 
convoy of provifions, into the town, fo that the 
emperor, defpairing of fuccefs, withdrew into 
winter-quarters n, in order to preferve his army 
from being entirely ruined by the rigour of the 
feafon. 

During this campaign, Solyman fulfilled his 
engagements to the French king with great 
punftuality. He himfelf marched into Hungary 
with a numerous army [November] ; and as the 
princes of the empire made no great effort to 
fave a country which Charles, by employing his 
own force againft Francis, feemed willing to 
facrifice, there was no appearance of any body 
of troops to oppofe his progrefs. He befieged, 
one after another, Quinque Ecclefiae, Alba, and 
Gran, the three moil confiderable towns in the 
kingdom, of which Ferdinand had kept pofTefiion. 
The firft was taken by ftorm ; the other two 
furrendered ; and the whole kingdom, a fmall 
corner excepted, was fubjected to the Turkifh 
yoke °. About the fame time, Barbaroffa failed 
with a fleet of an hundred and ten gallies, and 
coafting along the fhore of Calabria, made a 
defeent at Rheggio, which he plundered and 
burnt; and advancing from thence to the mouth 
of the Tiber, he ftopt there to water. The citi- 
zens of Rome, ignorant of his deftination, and 

n Bel lay, 405, &c. 
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filled with terror, began to fly with fuch general 
precipitation, that the city would have been to- 
tally deferted, if they had not refumed courage 
upon letters from Paulin the French envoy, 
afl'uring them that no violence or injury would 
be offered by the Turks to any flate in alliance 
with the king his mailer P. From Oflia, Bar- 
baroffa failed to Marfeilles, and being joined by 
the French fleet with a body of land forces on 
board, under the count d’Enguien, a gallant 
young prince of the houfe of Bourbon, they di- 
refted their courfe towards Nice, the foie retreat 
of the unfortunate duke of Savoy [Auguft to]. 
There, to the alfonilhment and fcandal of all 
Chriftendom, the lilies of France and crefcent of 
Mahomet appeared in conjunction againft a for- 
trefs on which the crofs of Savoy was difplayed. 
The town, however, was bravely defended againfl 
their combined force by Montfort a Savoyard 
gentleman, who flood a general aflault, and re- 
pulfed the enemy with great lofs before he retired 
into the caftle. That fort, fituated upon a rock, 
on which the artillery made no impreflion, and 
which could not be undermined, he held out fo 
long, that Doria had time to approach with his 
fleet, and the marquis del Guafto to march with 
a body of troops from Milan. Upon intelligence 
of this, the French and Turks raifed the fiege 
[Sept. 8] a ; and Francis had not even the con- 
folation of fuccefs, to render the infamy which 
he drew on himfelf, by calling in fuch an auxi- 
liary, more pardonable. 

P Jovii Hid. I. xliii. 304, &c. Pallavk. 160. 
4 Guichencn Hiltoire de Savoye, t. i. p. 651. Eellay, 
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From the fmall progrefs of either party during 
this campaign, it was obvious to what a length 
the war might be drawn out between two princes, 
whofe power was fo equally balanced, and who, 
by their own talents or activity, could fo vary 
and multiply their refources. The trial which 
they had now made of each other’s ftrength 
might have taught them the imprudence of 
perfifting in a war, wherein there was greater 
appearance of their diftreffing their own domi- 
nions than of conquering thofe of their adver- 
fary, and fhould have difpofed both to wiih for 
peace. If Charles and Francis had been influ- 
enced by confiderations of interefl: or prudence 
alone, this, without doubt, muft have been the 
manner in which they would have reafoned. But 
the perfonal animofity, which mingled itfelfin all 
their quarrels, had grown to be fo violent and 
implacable, that, for the pleafure of gratifying 
it, they difregarded every thing elfe ; and were 
infinitely more folicitous howto hurt each other, 
than how to fecure what would be of advantage 
to themfelves. No fooner then did the feafon 
force them to fufpend hoftilities, than, without 
paying any attention to the pope’s repeated en- 
deavours or paternal exhortations to re-eftabliflt 
peace, they began to provide for the operations 
of the next year with new vigour, and an activity 
increafing with their hatred. Charles turned his 
chief attention towards gaining the princes of the 
empire, and endeavoured to roufe the formidable 
but unwieldy ftrength of the Germanic body 
againft Francis. In order to underftand the pro- 
priety of the fteps which he took for that pur- 
pofe, it is necdfary to review the chief tranfac- 
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l543'3 EMPEROR CHARLES V. 23I 
tions in that country fince the diet of Ratiibon 
in the year one thoufand five hundred and forty- 
one. 

Much about the time that aflembly broke up, 
Maurice fucceeded his father Henry in the go- 
vernment of that part of Saxony which belonged 
to the Albertine branch of the Saxon family. 
This young prince, then only in his twentieth 
year, had, even at that early period, begun to 
difcover the great talents which qualified him for 
adting fuch a diltinguilhed part in the affairs of 
Germany. As foon as he entered upon the ad- 
miniftration, he ftruck out into fuch a new and 
Angular path, as (hewed that he aimed, from the 
beginning, at fomething great and uncommon. 
Though zealoufiy attached to the proteftant 
opinions, both from education and principle, he 
refufed to accede to the league of Smalkalde, 
being determined, as he faid, to maintain the 
purity of religion, which was the original objeft 
of that confederacy, but not to entangle himfelf 
in the political interefts or combinations to which 
it had given rife. At the fame time, forefeeing 
a rupture between Charles and the confederates 
of Smalkalde, and perceiving which of them was 
mod likely to prevail in the conteft, inftead of 
that jealoufy and diffruft which the other pro- 
teilants exprefied of all the emperor’s defigns, he 
affected to place him in an unbounded confi- 
dence ; and courted his favour with the utmoft 
afiiduity. When the other proteffants in the 
year fifteen hundred and forty-two, either de- 
clined afiifting Ferdinand in Hungary, or afforded 
him reludtant and feeble aid, Maurice marched 
thither in perfon, and rendered himfelf confpicu- 
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ous by his zeal and courage. From the fame 
motive, he had led to the emperor’s afliilance, 
during the laft campaign, a body of his own 
troops ; and the gracefulnefs of his perfon, his 
dexterity in all military exercifes, together with 
his intrepidity, which courted and delighted in 
danger, did not diltinguilh him more in the field, 
than his great abilities and infinuating addrefs 
won upon the emperor’s confidence and favour r. 
While by this conduct, which appeared extraor- 
dinary to thofe who held the fame opinions with 
him concerning religion, Maurice endeavoured to 
pay court to the emperor, he began to difcover 
fome degree of jealoufy of his coufin the elector 
of Saxony. This, which proved in the fequel fo 
fatal to the eledtor, had almolt occafioned an open 
rupture between them ; and foon after Maurice’s 
acceffion to the government, they both took 
arms with equal rage, upon account of a difpute 
about the right of jurifdiction over a paltry town 
fituated on the Moldaw. They were prevented, 
however, from proceeding to adtion by the 
mediation of the landgrave of Hefle, whofe 
daughter Maurice had married, as well as by 
the powerful and authoritative admonitions of 
Luther . 

Amidll thefe tranfadlions, the pope, though 
extremely irritated at the emperor’s concefiions 
to the proteilants at the diet of Ratilbon, was fo 
warmly folicited on all hands, by fuch as were 
molt devoutly attached to the fee of Rome, no 
lefs than by thofe whofe fidelity or defigns he 

r Sleid. 517. Seek. 1. Hi. 371. 386.428. 
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fufpe&ed, to fummon a general council, that he 
found it impofiible to avoid any longer calling 
that affembly. The impatience for its meeting, 
and the expectations of great effeCts from its de- 
cifions, feemedto grow in proportion to the diffi- 
culty of obtaining it. He ftill adhered, however, 
to his original refolution of holding it in fome 
town of Italy, where, by the number of ecclefi- 
aftics, retainers to his court, and depending on 
his favour, who could repair to it without diffi- 
culty or expence, he might influence and even 
direft all its proceedings. This propofition, 
though often rejeCted by the Germans, he in- 
AruCted his nuncio to the diet held at Spires 
J^March 3], in the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and forty-two, to renew once more ; and if 
he found it gave no greater fatisfaCtion than for- 
merly, he empowered him, as a laft conceffion, 
to propofe for the place of meeting, Trent, a 
city in the Tyrol, fubjeCt to the king of the 
Romans, and fituated on the confines between 
Germany and Italy. The catholic princes in the 
diet, after giving it as their opinion that the 
council might have been held with greater ad- 
vantage in Ratifbon, Cologne, or fome of the 
great cities of the empire, were at length in- 
duced to approve of the place which the pope 
had named. The proteftants unanimoufly ex- 
preffed their diffatisfaCtion, and protefted that 
they would pay no regard to a council held be- 
yond the precinCts of the empire, called by the 
pope’s authority, and in which he aflumed the 
right of prefiding'. 

1 Sleld. 291* Seek. 1. iii, 283, 
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The pope, without taking any notice of their 

objections, publifhed the bull of intimation 
[May 22, 1542], named three cardinals to pre- 
fide as his legates, and appointed them to repair 
to Trent before the firit of November, the day 
he had fixed for opening the council. But if 
Paul had defired the meeting of a council as 
fincerely as he pretended, he would not have 
pitched on fuch an improper time for calling it. 
Inftead of that general union and tranquillity, 
without which the deliberations of a council 
could neither be conduced with fecurity, nor 
attended with authority, fuch a fierce war was 
juft kindled between the emperor and Francis, 
as rendered it impoffible for the ecclefiaftics from 
many parts of Europe to refort thither in fafety. 
The legates, accordingly, remained feveral months 
at Trent; but as no perfon appeared there, ex- 
cept a few prelates from the eccleiiaftical ftate, 
the pope, in order to avoid the ridicule and con- 
tempt which this drew upon him from the ene- 
mies of the church, recalled them, and prorogued 
the councilu. 

Unhappily for the authority of the papal fee, 
at the very time that the German proteftants 
took every occafion of pouring contempt upon 
it, the emperor and king of the Romans found 
it neceffary not only to connive at their conduft, 
but to court their favour by repeated afts of in- 
dulgence. In the fame diet of Spires, in which 
they had protefted in the moft difrefpeftful 
terms againft afiembling a council at Trent, Fer- 
dinand, who depended on their aid for the de- 

u F. Paul, p. 97. Skid, 296. 
fence 
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fence of Hungary, not only permitted that pro- 
teitation to be inferted in the records of the diet, 
but renewed in their favour all the emperor’s con- 
cefiions at Ratilbon, adding to them whatever they 
demanded for their farther fecurity. Among 
other particulars, he granted a fufpenfion of a 
decree of the Imperial chamber againft the city 
of Collar (one of thofe which had entered into 
the league of Smalkalde), on account of its 
having feized the ecclefiallical revenues within 
its domains, and enjoined Henry duke of Brunf- 
wick to defift from his attempts to carry that de- 
cree into execution. But Henry, a furious bigot, 
and no lefs obftinate than ralh in all his under- 
takings, continuing to difquiet the people of 
Collar by his incurfions, the elector of Saxony 
and landgrave of Hefle, that they might not 
fuffer any member of the Smalkaldic body to be 
opprelfed, affembled their forces, declared war in 
form againft Henry, and in the fpace of a few 
weeks, ftripping him entirely of his dominions, 
drove him as a wretched exile to take refuge in 
the court of Bavaria. By this aft of vengeance, 
no lefs fevere than fudden, they filled all Ger- 
many with dread of their power, and the con- 
federates of Smalkalde appeared, by this firft 
effort of their arms, to be as ready as they were 
able to proteft thoi'e who had joined their affo- 
ciation x. 

Emboldened by fo many conceflions in their 
favour, as well as by the progrefs which their 
opinions daily made, the princes of the league of 

* Skid. 296. Comnr.emoratio fuccinfta Caufarum Belli, 
&c. a Smalkaldicli contra Henr. Brunfw. ab iifdem edita : 
as. Scardium, tom. ii. 307, 
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Smalkalde took a folemn proteft againft the Im- 
perial chamber, and declined its jurifdiclion for 
the future, becaufe that court had not been vifited 
or reformed according to the decree of Ratifbon, 
and continued to difcover a mod indecent par- 
tiality in all its proceedings. Not long after 
this, they ventured a Hep farther; and protefting 
againft. the recefs of a diet held at Nuremberg 
[April 23,1543], which provided forthe defence 
of Hungary, refufed to furnilh their contingent 
for that purpofe, unlefs the Imperial chamber 
were reformed, and full fecurity were granted 
them in every point with regard to religion F. 

1544.] Such were the lengths to which the 
protellants had proceeded, and fuch their confi- 
dence in their own power, when the emperor 
returned from the Low-Countries, to hold a 
diet which he had fummoned to meet at Spires. 
The rel'peCt due to the emperor, as well as the 
importance of the affairs which were to be 
laid before it, rendered this affembly extremely 
full. All the electors, a great number of princes 
ecclefiaftical and fecular, with the deputies of 
moft of the cities, were prefent. Charles foon 
perceived that this was not a time to offend the 
jealous fpirit of the protettants, by afferting in 
any high tone the authority and doftrines of the 
church, or by abridging, in the fmalleil article, 
the liberty which they now enjoyed ; but that, 
on the contrary, if he expected any fupport from 
them, or wifhed to preferve Germany from in- 
teftine diforders while he was engaged in a foreign 
war, he muff footh them by new conceflions, 
and a more ample extenfion of their religious 

y Sleid. 304. 307. Seek. 1. iii. 404. 416. 
privileges. 



15440 EMPEROR CHARLES V. 237 
privileges. He began accordingly, with court- 
ing the elector of Saxony, and landgrave of 
Heffe, the heads of the proteftant party, and by 
giving up fome things in their favour, and grant- 
ing liberal promifes with regard to others, lie 
fecured himfelf from any danger of oppofition 
on their part. Having gained this capital point, 
he then ventured to addrefs the diet with greater 
freedom. He began by reprefenting his own 
veal, and unwearied efforts with regard to two 
things mofl effential to Chriftendom, the procur- 
ing of a general council in order to compofe the 
religious diffentions which had unhappily arifen 
in Germany, and the providing fome proper 
means for checking the formidable progrefs of the 
Turkifh arms. But he obferved, with deep re- 
gret, that his pious endeavours had been entirely 
defeated by the unjuftifiable ambition of the 
French king, who having wantonly kindled the 
flame of war in Europe, which had been fo lately 
extinguiflied by the truce of Nice, rendered it 
impoffible for the fathers of the church to afiem- 
ble in council, or to deliberate with fecurity; 
and obliged him to employ thofe forces in his 
own defence, which, with greater fatisfaftion to 
himfelf, as well as more honour to Chriftendom, 
he would have turned againft the infidels: that 
Francis, not thinking it enough to have called 
him off from oppofing the Mahometans, had, 
with unexampled impiety, invited them into the 
heart of Chriftendom, and joining his arms to 
theirs, had openly attacked the duke of Savoy a 
member of the empire : that Barbarofla’s fleet 
was now in one of the ports of France, waiting 
only the return of fpring to carry terror and de- 

folation 
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folation to the coail of fome Clmilian ftate: 
that in fuch a iituation it was folly to think of 
diltant expeditions againft the Turk, or of 
marching to oppofe his armies in Hungary, 
while fuch a powerful ally received him into the 
centre of Europe, and gave him footing there. 
It was a diftate of prudence, he added, to oppofe 
the neareft and molt imminent danger, hr it of 
all, and by humbling the power of France, to 
deprive Solyman of the advantages, which he 
derived from the unnatural confederacy formed 
between him and a monarch, who Hill arrogated 
the name of Molt Chriltian : that, in truth, a 
war againlt the French king and the fultan ought 
to be conhdered as the fame thing ; and that 
every advantage gained over the former was a 
fevere and fenlible blow to the latter : on all thefe 
accounts, he concluded with demanding their 
aid againil Francis, not merely as an enemy of 
the Germanic body, or of him who was its head, 
but as an avowed ally of the infidels, and a pub- 
lic enemy to the Chriltian name. 

In order to give greater weight to this violent 
invective of the emperor, the king of the Ro- 
mans Hood up, and related the rapid conqueits 
of the fultan in Hungary, occafioned, as he faid, 
by the fatal necellity impofed on his brother, of 
employing his arms againlt France. When he 
had finilhed, the ambaifador of Savoy gave a de- 
tail of Barbarofl'a’s operations at Nice, and of the 
ravages which he had committed on that coail. 
All thefe, added to the general indignation 
which Francis’s unprecedented union with the 
Turks excited in Europe, made fuch an im- 
prellion on the diet as the emperor wiihed, and 

difpofed 
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dlfpofed moft of the members to grant him fuch 
effeftual aid as he had demanded. The am- 
bafladors whom Francis had fent to explain the 
motives of his conduct, were not permitted to 
enter the bounds of the empire ; and the apology 
which they publiihed for their mailer, vindicating 
his alliance with Solyman, by examples drawn 
from Scripture, and the praftice of Chriilian 
princes, was little regarded by men who were 
irritated already, or prejudiced againft him to 
fuch a degree, as to be incapable of allowing 
their proper weight to any arguments in his 
behalf. 

Such being the favourable difpofition of the 
Germans, Charles perceived that nothing could 
now obftrudt his gaining all that he aimed at, 
but the fears and jealoufies of the protellants, 
which he determined to quiet by granting every 
thing that the utmoft folicitude of thefe pafiions 
could defire for the fecurity of their religion. 
With this view, he confented to a recefs, where- 
by all the rigorous edicts hitherto ilfued againit 
the proteftants weee fufpended ; a council either 
general or national to be affembled in Germany 
was declared neceffary, in order to re-eltablilh 
peace in the church ; until one of thefe fhould 
be held (w'hich the emperor undertook to bring 
about as foon as poflible), the free and public 
exercife of the proteftant religion was authorized; 
the Imperial chamber was enjoined to give no 
moleftation to the protellants ; and when the 
term, for which the prefent judges in that court 
were eledled, fiiould expire, perfons duly quali- 
fied were then to be admitted as members, without 
any dilliuclion on account of religion. In re- 

turn 
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turn for thefe extraordinary adls of indulgence, 
. the proteftants concurred with the other mem- 
bers of the diet, in declaring war againft Francis 
in name of the empire; in voting the emperor a 
body of twenty-four thoufand foot and four 
thoufand horfe, to be maintained at the public 
expence for fix months, to be employed againft 
France; and at the fame time the diet impofed 
a poll-tax to be levied throughout all Germany 
on every perfon without exception, for the fup- 
port of the war againft the Turks. 

Charles, while he gave the greateft attention 
to the minute and intricate detail of particulars 
neceffary towards conducting the deliberations of 
a numerous and divided affembly to fuch a fuc- 
cefsful period, negotiated a feparate peace with 
the king of Denmark; who, though he had 
hitherto performed nothing confiderable in confe- 
quence of his alliance with Francis, had it in his 
power, however, to make a troublefome diveriion 
in favour of that monarch z. At the fame time, 
he did not negledt proper applications to the king 
of England, in order to roufe him to more vi- 
gorous efforts againft their common enemy. 
Little, indeed, was wanting to accomplifh this ; 
for fuch events had happened in Scotland as in- 
flamed Henry to the moft violent pitch of re- 
fentment againft Francis. Having concluded 
with the parliament of Scotland a treaty of mar- 
riage between his fon and their young queen, 
by which he reckoned himfelf fecure of effecting 
the union of the two kingdoms, which had been 
long defired, and often attempted without fuc- 

* Dumont Corps Diplom. t. iv. p'. 274. 
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cefs by his predeceflbrs, Mary of Guife the 
queen-mother, cardinal Beatoun, and other par- 
tizans of France, fonnd means not only to break 
off the match, but to alienate the Scottiih na- 
tion entirely from the friendfhip of England, and 
to ftrengthen its ancient attachment to France. 
Henry, however, did not abandon an objeft of 
fo much importance; and as the humbling of 
Francis, befides the pleafure of taking revenge 
upon an enemy who had difappointed a favourite 
meafure, appeared the moft effe&ual method of 
bringing the Scots to accept once more of the 
treaty which they had relinquilhed, he was fo 
eager to accomplilh this, that he was ready to 
fecond whatever the emperor could propofe to 
be attempted againft the French king. The 
plan, accordingly, which they concerted, was 
fuch, if it had been punftually executed, as mull 
have ruined France in the firlt place, and would 
have augmented fo prodigioufly the emperor’s 
power and territories, as might in the end have 
proved fatal to the liberties of Europe. They 
agreed to invade France each with an army of 
twenty-five thoufand men, and, without lofing 
time in befieging the frontier towns, to advance 
direftly towards the interior provinces, and to 
join their forces near Paris3. 

Francis flood alone in oppofition to all the 
enemies whom Charles was muftering againft 
him. Solyman had been the only ally who did 
not defert him ; but the afiiftance which he re- 
ceived from him had rendered him fo odious to 
all Chriflendom, that he refolved rather to forego 
all the advantages of his friendftiip, than to be- 

a Herbert, 245. Bellay, 448, 
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come, on that account, the objeft of general de- 
teftation. For this reafon, he difmiffed Barba- 
roffa as foon as winter was over, who, after ra- 
vaging the coaft of Naples and Tufcany, return- 
ed to Conftantinople. As Francis could not 
hope to equal the forces of fo many powers com- 
bined againft him, he endeavoured to fupply that 
defect by difpatch, which was more in his 
power, and to get the ftart of them in taking 
the field. Early in the fpring the count d’En- 
guien invefted Carignan, a town in Piedmont, 
which the marquis del Guafto the Imperial gene- 
ral having furprifed the former year, confidered 
as of fo much importance, that he had fortified 
it at great expence. The count pufhed the 
fiege with fuch vigour, that Guafto, fond of his 
own conqueft, and feeing no other way of faving 
it from falling into the hands of the French, re- 
folved to hazard a battle in order to relieve it. 
He began his march from Milan for this pur- 
pofe, and as he was at no pains to conceal his 
intention, it was foon known in the French 
camp. Enguien, a gallant and enterprifing 
young man, wiftied palfionately to try the for- 
tune of a battle ; his troops defired it with no 
lefs ardour; but the peremptory injunftion of 
the king not to venture a general engagement, 
flowing from a prudent attention to the prefent 
fituation of affairs, as well as from the remem- 
brance of former difafters, reftrained him from 
venturing upon it. Unwilling, however, to 
abandon Carignan, when it was juft ready to 
yield, and eager to diftinguilh his command by 
fome memorable action, he difpatched Monluc 
to court, in order to lay before the king the ad- 

vantages 
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vantages of fighting the enemy, and the hopes 
which he had of vidtory. The king referred the 
matter to his privy council; all the minifters de- 
clared, one after another, againft fighting, and 
fupported their fentiments by reafons extremely 
plaufible. While they were delivering their 
opinions, Monluc, who was permitted to be 
prefent, difcovered fuch vifible and extravagant 
fymptoms of impatience to fpeak, as well as 
fuch diffatisfaftion with what he heard, that 
Francis, diverted with his appearance, called on 
him to declare what he could offer in reply to 
fentiments which feemed to be as juft as they 
were general. Upon this, Monluc, a plain but 
fpirited foldier, and of known courage, repre- 
fented the good condition of the troops, their 
eagernefs to meet the enemy in the field, their 
confidence in their officers, together with the 
everlafting infamy which the declining of a bat- 
tle would bring on the French arms; and he 
urged his arguments with fuch lively impetuofity, 
and fuch a flow of military eloquence, as gained 
over to his opinion, not only the king, naturally 
fond of daring addons, but feveral of the council. 
Francis, catching the fame enthufiafm which had 
animated his troops, fuddenly ftarted up, and 
having lifted his hands to Heaven, and implored 
the Divine proteftion, he then addreffed him- 
felf to Monluc, “ Go,” fays he, “ return to 
Piedmont, and fight in the name of Godb.” 

_ No fooner was it known that the king had 
given Enguien leave to fight the Imperialifts, 
than fuch was the martial ardour of the gallant 

b Memoires de Monluc. 
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and high-fpirited gentlemen of that age, that 
the court was quite deferted, every peri'on de- 
iirous of reputation, or capable of fervice, hur- 
rying to Piedmont, in order to fhare, as volun- 
teeis, in the danger and glory of the action. 
Encouraged by the arrival of fo many brave 
officers, Enguien immediately prepared for battle, 
nor did Guaito decline the combat. The num- 
ber of cavalry was almoft equal, but the Impe- 
rial infantry exceeded the French by at leaft 
ten thoufand men. They met near Cerifoles 
£ April n], in an open plain, which afforded to 
neither any advantage of ground, and both had 
full time to form their army in proper order. 
The ffiock was fuch as might have been expected 
between veteran troops, violent and obftinate. 
The French cavalry rufhing forward to the 
charge with their ufual vivacity, bore down 
every thing that oppofed them; but, on the 
other hand, the iteady and difciplined valour of 
the Spaniffi infantry having forced the body 
which they encountered to give way, victory re- 
mained in fufpenfe, ready to declare for which- 
ever general could make the bell ufe of that cri- 
tical moment. Guafto, engaged in that part of 
his army which was thrown into diforder, and 
afraid of falling into the hands of the French, 
vvhofe vengeance he dreaded on account of the 
murder of Rincon and Fregofo, loft his prefence 
of mind, and forgot to order a large body of 
referve to advance; whereas Enguien, with ad- 
mirable courage and equal conduit, fupported, 
at the head of his gens d’armes, fuch of his bat- 
talions as began to yield ; and at the fame time 
he ordered the Swifs in his fervice, who had been 

viitori- 
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viftorious wherever they fought, to fall upon 
the Spaniards. This motion proved decifive. 
All that followed was confufion and flaughter. 
The marquis del Guailo, wounded in the thigh, 
efcaped only by the fwiftnefs of his horfe. The 
vidlory of the French was complete, ten thou- 
fand of the Imperialifts being ilain, and a con- 
iiderable number, with all their tents, baggage, 
and artillery, taken. On the part of the con- 
querors, their joy was without allay, a few 
only being killed, and among thefe no officer 
of diftinftion c. 

This fplendid adlion, befide the reputation 
with which it was attended, delivered France 
from an imminent danger, as it ruined the army 
with which Guafto had intended to invade the 
country between the Rhone and Saone, where 
there were neither fortified towms nor regular 
forces to oppofe his progrefs. But it wras not in 
Francis’s power to purfue the viftory with fuch 
vigour as to reap all the advantages which it 
might have yielded ; for though the Milanefe re- 
mained now almoft defencelefs; though the in- 
habitants, who had long murmured under the 
rigour of the Imperial government, wTere ready 
to throw off the yoke ; though Enguien, fluff- 
ed wfith fuccefs, urged the king to feize this 
happy opportunity of recovering a country, the 
acquifition of which had been long his favourite 
objeft; yet, as the emperor and king of England 
were preparing to break in upon the oppofite 
frontier of France with numerous armies, it be- 

c Bellay, 429, &c. Memoires de Monluc. Jovii Hift. 
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came neceflary to facrifice all thoughts of con- 
queft to the public fafety; and to recal twelve 
thoufand of Enguien’s heft troops to be em- 
ployed in defence of the kingdom. Enguien’s 
fubfequent operations were, of confequence, fo 
languid and inconiiderable, that the reduction 
of Carignan and fame other towns in Piedmont, 
was all that he gained by his great victory at 
Cerifoles d. 

The emperor, as ufual, was late in taking 
the field, but he appeared, towards the begin- 
ning of June, at the head of an army more nu- 
merous and better appointed than any which he 
had hitherto led againll France. It amounted 
almolt to fifty thoufand men, and part of it hav- 
ing reduced Luxembourg and fome other towns 
in the Netherlands, before he himfelf joined it, 
he now marched with the whole towards the 
frontiers of Champagne [JuneJ. Charles, ac- 
cording to his agreement with the king of 
England, ought to have advanced direftly to- 
wards Paris ; and the Dauphin, who commanded 
the only army to which Francis trufted for the 
fecurity of his dominions in that quarter, was 
in no condition to oppofe him. But the fuccefs 
with which the French had defended Provence 
in the year one thoufand five hundred and thirty- 
fix, had taught them the moll effeftual method 
of diltreffing an invading enemy. Champagne, 
a country abounding more in vines than corn, 
was incapable of maintaining a great army ; and 
before the emperor’s approach, whatever could 
be of any ufe to his troops had been carried off 
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or deftroyed. This rendered it neceflary for 
him to be mafter of fome places of ftrength in 
order to fecure the convoys, on which alone he 
now perceived that he mull depend for fubfift- 
enct; and he found the frontier towns fo ill pro- 
vided for defence, that he hoped it would not 
be a work either of much time or difficulty 
to reduce them. Accordingly Ligny and Com- 
mercy, which he firfl: attacked, furrendered after 
a fhort i-efiftance. He then invefted St. Difier 
[July 8], which, though it commanded an im- 
portant pafs on the Marne, was deftitute of every 
thing necefiary forfuftainingafiege. But the count 
de Sancerre and M.de la Lande, who had acquired 
fuch reputation by the defence of Landrecy, ge- 
neroufly threw themfelves into the town, and 
undertook to hold it out to the laft extremity. 
The emperor foon found how capable they were 
of making good their promife, and that he could 
not expedt to take the town without befieging it 
in form. This accordingly he undertook ; and as 
it was his nature never to abandon any enterprife 
in which he had once engaged, he perfifted in it 
with an inconliderate obltinacy. 

The king of England’s preparations for the 
campaign were complete long before the empe- 
ror’s ; but as he did not choofe, on the one hand, 
to encounter alone the whole power of France, 
and was unwilling, on the other, that his troops 
ffiould remain inadlive, he took that opportunity 
of chaftifing the Scots, by fending his fleet, 
together with a confiderable part of his infantry, 
under the earl of Hertford, to invade their 
country. Hertford executed his commiffion 
with vigour, plundered and burnt Edinburgh 
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and Leith, laid wafte the adjacent country, and 
reimbarked his men with fuch difpatch that they 
joined their fovereign foon after his landing in 
France* fJuly 14]. When Henry arrived in 
that kingdom, he found the emperor engaged in 
the fiege of St. Difier ; an ambaifador, however, 
whom he fent to congratulate the Englifh 
monarch on his fafe arrival on the continent, 
folicited him to march, in terms of the treaty, 
direftly to Fan's. But Charles had fet his ally 
fuch an ill example of fulfilling the conditions of 
their confederacy with exaftnefs, that Henry, 
obferving him employ his time and forces in 
taking towns for his own behoof, faw no reafon 
why he fhould not attempt the reduftion of fame 
places that lay conveniently for himfelf. With- 
out paying any regard to the emperor’s remon- 
Itrances, he immediately invefted Boulogne, and 
commanded the duke of Norfolk to prefs the 
liege of Montreuil, which had been begun be- 
fore his arrival, by a body of Flemings, in con- 
junction with fome Englifn troops. While 
Charles and Henry fhewed fuch attention each 
to his own interell, they both neglefted the com- 
mon caufe. Inftead of the union and confidence 
requifite towards conducting the great plan that 
they had formed, they early difcovered a mutual 
jealoufy of each other, which, by degrees, begot 
diftrufl, and ended in open hatred®. 

By this time, Francis had, with unwearied in- 
duftry, drawn together an army, capable, as 
well from the number as from the valour of the 
troops, of making head againft the enemy. But 

* Hitt. Scotland, i. 112. e Herbert. 
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the Dauphin, who ftill afted as general, pru- 
dently declining a battle, the lofs of which 
would have endangered the kingdom, fatisfied 
himfelf with harafling the emperor with his light 
troops, cutting off his convoys, and laying walle 
the country around him. Though extremely 
diftreffed by thefe operations, Charles ftill prefled 
the ftege of St. Diiier, which Sancerre defended 
with aftonifhing fortitude and conduft. He 
flood repeated aflaults, repulftng the enemy in 
them all; and undifmayed even by the death of 
his brave affbciate De la Lande, who was killed 
by a cannon-ball, he continued to ihew the fame 
bold countenance and obftinate refolution. At 
the end of the five weeks, he was ftill in a con- 
dition to hold out fome time longer, when an 
artifice of Granvelle’s induced him to furrender. 
That crafty politician, having intercepted the 
key to the cypher which the duke of Guife 
ufed in communicating intelligence to Sancerre, 
forged a letter in his name, authorizing Sancerre 
to capitulate, as the king, though highly fatisfied 
with his behaviour, thought it imprudent to 
hazard a battle for his relief. This letter he 
conveyed into the town in a manner which could 
raife no fufpicion, and the governor fell into the 
fnare. Even then, he obtained fuch honourable 
conditions as his gallant defence merited, and 
among others, a ceffation of hoftilities for eight 
days, at the expiration of which he bound him- 
felf to open the gates, if Francis, during that 
time, did not attack the Imperial army, and 
throw frelh troops into the townf. Thus San- 

f Brantome, tom. vi 489, 
cerre', 
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cerre, by detaining the emperor fo long before 
an inconiiderable place, afforded his fovereign full 
time to affemble all his forces, and, what rarely 
falls to the lot of an officer in fuch an inferior 
command, acquired the glory of having faved 
his country. 

As foon as St. Difier funendered, the empe- 
ror advanced into the heart of Champagne 
[Auguft 17], but Sancerre’s obilinate reliltance 
had damped his fanguine hopes of penetrating to 
Paris, and led him ferioufly to reflect on what 
he might expert before towns of greater ftrength, 
and defended by more numerous garrifons. At 
the fame time, the procuring fubiiitence for his 
army was attended with great difficulty, which 
increafed in proportion as he withdrew farther 
from his own frontier. He had loft a great num- 
ber of his bell troops in the fiege of St. Diiier, 
and many fell daily in fkirmiffies, which it was 
not in his power to avoid, though they wafted 
his army inienfibly, without leading to any de- 
cifive action. The feafon advanced apace, and 
he had not yet the command either of a fufficient 
extent of territory, or of any fuch coniiderable 
town as rendered it fafe to winter in the enemy’s 
country. Great arrears too were now due to his 
foldiers, wdio were upon the point of mutinying 
for their pay, while he knew not from what funds 
to fatisfy them. All thefe conliderations induced 
him to liften to the overtures of peace, wdiich 
a Spanilh Dominican, the confeffor of his filler 
the queen of France, had fecretly made to his 
confefibr,amonkof the fame order. Inconfequence 
of this, plenipotentiaries w'ere named on both 
fides, and began their conferences in Chaufse, a 
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fmall village near Chalons. At the fame time, 
Charles, either from a defire of making one great 
final effort againft France, or merely to gain a 
pretext for deferting his ally, and concluding a 
feparate peace, fent an ambaffador formally to 
require Henry, according to the flipulation in 
their treaty, to advance towards Paris. While 
he expected a return from him, and waited the 
iffue of the conferences at Chaufse, he continued 
to march fomard, though in the utmoil diflrefs 
from fcarcity of provifions. But at laft, by a 
fortunate motion on his part, or through fome 
neglect or treachery on that of the French, 
he furprifed firft Efperney and then Chateau 
Thierry, in both which were confiderable 
magazines. No fooner was it known that thefe 
towns, the latter of which is not two days march 
from Paris, were in the hands of the enemy, than 
that great capital, defencelefs, and fufceptible 
of any violent alarm in proportion to its great- 
nefs, was filled with conflernation. The in- 
habitants, as if the emperor had been already at 
their gates, fled in the wildell confufion and 
defpair, many fending their wives and children 
down the Seine to Rouen, others to Orleans, 
and the towns upon the Loire. Francis himfelf, 
more afflidfed with this than with any other 
event during his reign, and fenfible as well of 
the triumph that his rival would enjoy in infult- 
ing his capital, as of the danger to which the 
kingdom was expofed, could not refrain from 
crying out in the firft emotion of his furprife and 
forrow, “ How dear, O my God, do I pay for 
this crown, which I thought thou hadft granted 
me freely?!” But recovering in a moment 

8 Brantome, tom. vi. 381. 
from 
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from this fuddcn fally of peeviihnefs and impa- 
tience, he devoutly added, “ Thy will, however, 
be done and proceeded to iffue the neceffary 
orders for oppofing the enemy with his ufual ac- 
tivity and prefence of mind. The Dauphin de- 
tached eight thoufand men to Paris, which re- 
vived the courage of the affrighted citizens ; he 
threw a ftrong garrifon into Means, and by a 
forced march got into Ferte, between the Im- 
perialifts and the capital. 

Upon this, the emperor, who began again to 
feel the want of provifions, perceiving that the 
Dauphin Hill prudently declined a battle, and 
hot daring to attack his camp with forces fo 
much {battered and reduced by hard fervice, 
turned iuddenly to the right, and began to fall 
back towards Soiflbns. Having about this time 
received Henry’s anfwer, whereby he refufed to 
abandon the lieges of Boulogne and Montreuil, 
of both which he expedbed every moment to get 
pofieffion, he thought himfelf abfolved from all 
obligations of adhering to the treaty with him, 
and at full liberty to confult his own intereft in 
what manner foever he pleafed. He confented, 
therefore, to renew the conference, which the 
furprife of Efperney had broken off. To con- 
clude a peace between two princes, one of whom 
greatly defired, and the other greatly needed it, 
did not require a long negotiation. It was iigned 
at Crefpy, a fmall town near Meaux, on the 
eighteenth of September. The chief articles o f it 
were, That all the conqueits which either party 
had made iince the truce of Nice fhall be re- 
ftored ; That the emperor {hall give in marriage 
to the duke of Orleans, either his own eldeit 

daughter, 
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daughter, or the fecond daughter of his brother 
Ferdinand ; that if he chofe to beftow on him his 
own daughter, he {hall fettle on her all the pro- 
vinces of the Low-Countries, to be erefted into 
an independent ftate, which {hall defcend to the 
male iffue of the marriage ; that if he determined 
to give him his niece, he {hall, with her, grant 
him the inveftiture of Milan and its dependencies ; 
that he (hall within four months declare which 
of thefe two princeffes he had pitched upon, and 
fulfil the refpeftive conditions upon the confum- 
mation of the marriage, which {hall take place 
within a year from the date of the treaty; 
that as foon as the duke of Orleans is put 
in poffeflion either of the Low-Countries or 
of Milan, Francis {hall reftore to the duke of 
Savoy all that he now poffefies of his territories, 
except Pignerol and Montmillian ; that Francis 
{hall renounce all pretenfions to the kingdom of 
Naples, or to the fovereignty of Flanders and 
Artois, and Charles {hall give up his claim to the 
dutchy of Burgundy and county of Charolois ; 
that Francis {hall give no aid to the exiled king 
of Navarre ; that both monarchs {hall join in 
making war upon the Turk, towards which the 
king Ihall furnifh, when required by the emperor 
and empire, fix hundred men at arms, and ten 
thoufand foot h 

Befides the immediate motives to this peace, 
arifing from the diftrefs of his army through 
want of provifions; from the difficulty of re- 
treating out of France, and the impoffibility of 

b Recueil des Traitez. t. i. 227. Belius de Caufis Pacis 
Cn piac. in A&U Erudit. Lipf. 1763. 
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fecuring winter-quarters there ; the emperor was 
influenced by other confiderations, more diftant 
indeed, but not lefs weighty. The pope was 
offended to a great degree, as well at his con- 
cefiions to the proteftants in the late diet, as at 
his confenting to call a council, and to admit of 
public deputations in Germany with a view of 
determining the doctrines in controverfy. Paul 
confiderrng both thefe fteps as facrilegious en- 
croachments on the jurifdidb'on as well as privi- 
leges of the holy fee, had addreffed to the em- 
peror a remonllrance rather than a letter on this 
fubjedt, written with fuch acrimony of language, 
and in a ftyle of fuch high authority, as diico- 
vered more of an intention to draw on a quarrel 
than of a defire to reclaim him. This ill humour 
was not a little inflamed by the emperor’s league 
with Henry of England, which being contracted 
with an heretic, excommunicated by the apollolic 
fee, appeared to the pope a profane alliance, and 
was not let's dreaded by him than that of Francis 
with Solyman. Paul’s fon and grandfon, highly 
incenfcd at the emperor for having refufed to 
gratify them with regard to the alienation of 
Parma and Placentia, contributed by their lug- 
geltions to four and difguil him itill more. To 
all which was added the powerful operation of 
the flatteryand promifes which Francis inceflantly 
employed to gain him. Though from his defire 
of maintaining a neutrality, the pope had hitherto 
fupprefled his own refentment, had eluded the 
artifices of his own family, and refilled the feli- 
citations of the French king, it was not fafe to 
rely much on the lleadinefs of a man whom his 
paflions, his friends, and his interell combined to 

lhake. 
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(hake. The union of the pope with France, 
Charles well knew, would inftantly expofe his 
dominions in Italy to be attacked. The Vene- 
tians, he forefaw, would probably follow the 
example of a pontiff, who was confidered as a 
model of political wifdom among the Italians ; 
and thus, at a junfture when he felt himfelf 
hardly equal to the burden of the prefent war, 
he would be overwhelmed with the weight of a 
new confederacy againft him *. At the fame 
time, the Turks, almoft unrefifled, made fuch 
progrefs in Hungary, reducing town after town, 
that they approached near to the confines of the 
Auftrian provinces k. Above all thefe, the ex- 
traordinary progrefs of the proteftant doctrines in 
Germany, and the dangerous combination into 
which the princes of that profeffion had entered, 
called for his immediate attention. Almoft one 1 

half of Gennany had revolted from the eftablifhed 
church ; the fidelity of the reft was much fhaken ; 
the nobility of Auftria had demanded of Ferdi- 
nand the free exercife of religion 1; the Bohe- 
mians, among whom fome feeds of the doftrines 
of Hufs ftill remained, openly favoured the new 
opinions ; the archbifhop of Cologne, with a 
zeal which is feldom found among ecclefiaftics, 
had begun the reformation of his diocefe ; nor 
was it poflible, unlefs fome timely and effe&ual 
check were given to the fpirit of innovation, to 
forefee where it would end. He himfelf had 
been a witnefs, in the late diet, to the peremp- 
tory and decifive tone which the proteftants had 

i F. Paul. ICO. Pallavic. 163. k Iftuanhaffii Hiff. 
I Hung. 177. 1 Sleid. 185. 
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now affumed. He had feen how, from confidence 
in their number and union, they had forgotten 
the humble ftyle of their firft petitions, and had 
grown to fuch boldnefs as openly to defpife the 
pope, and to fhew no great reverence for the Im- 
perial dignity itfelf. If, therefore, he wilhed to 
maintain either the ancient religion or his own 
authority, and would not choofe to dwindle into 
a mere nominal head of the empire, fome vigorous 
and fpeedy effort was requiiite on his part, which 
could not be made during a war that required 
the greateft exertion of his ftrength againft a fo- 
reign and powerful enemy. 

Such being the emperor’s inducements to 
peace, he had the addrefs to frame the treaty 
of Crefpy fo as to promote all the ends which 
he had in view. By coming to an agreement 
with Francis, he took from the pope all pro- 
fpect of advantage in courting the friendfhip of 
that monarch in preference to his. By the pro- 
vifo with regard to a war with the Turks, he 
not only deprived Solyman of a powerful ally, 
but turned the arms of that ally againit him. 
By a private article, not inferted in the treaty, 
that it might not raife any unfeafonable alarm, 
he agreed with Francis that both Ihould exert all 
their influence and power in order to procure a 
general council, to affert its authority, and to 
exterminate the proteftant herefy out of their do- 
minions. This cut off all chance of afliftance 
which the confederates of Smalkalde might ex- 
peft from the French king m ; and left their fe- 
licitations, or his jealoufy of an ancient rival, 

ci Seek. i. hi. 496. 
ftiould 
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fhould hereafter tempt Francis to forget this en- 
gagement, he left him embarraffed with a war 
againft England, which would put it out of his 
power to take any confiderable part in the affairs 
of Germany. 

Henry, polfeffed at all times with an high idea 
of his own power and importance, felt, in the 
moil fenfible manner, the negleft with which the 
emperor had treated him in concluding a feparate 
peace. But the fituation of his affairs was fuch 
as fomewhat alleviated the mortification which 
this occafioned. For though he was obliged to 
recall the duke of Norfolk from the fiege of 
Montreuil [Sept. 14], becaufe the Flemifh 
troops received orders to retire, Boulogne had 
furrendered before the negotiations at Crefpy 
were brought to an iffue. While elated with 
vanity on account of this conqueft, and inflamed 
with indignation againfl the emperor, the am- 
baffadors whom Francis fent to make overtures 
of peace, found him too arrogant to grant what 
was moderate or equitable. His demands were 
indeed extravagant, and made in the tone of a 
conqueror ; that Francis fhould renounce his alli- 
ance with Scotland, and not only pay up the 
arrears of former debts, but reimburfe the money 
which Henry had expended in the prefent war. 
Francis, though fincerely defirous of peace, and 
willing to yield a great deal in order to obtain 
it, being now free from the preffure of the Im- 
perial arms, rejefted thefe ignominious propofi- 
tions with difdain ; and Henry departing for 
England, hoflilities continued between the two 
nations n, 

n Mem, de Pfibier, t. i. p. 572. Herbert, 244. 
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The treaty of peace, how acceptable foever 
to the people of France, whom it delivered from 
the dread of an enemy who had penetrated into 
the heart of the kingdom, was loudly complain- 
ed of by the Dauphin. He confidered it as a 
manifeft proof of the king his father’s extraor- 
dinary partiality towards his younger brother, 
now duke of Orleans, and complained that, from 
his eagernefs to gain an eftablifhment for a 
favourite fon, he had facrificed the honour of the 
kingdom, and renounced the molt ancient as well 
as valuable rights of the crown. But as he durfl: 
not venture to offend the king by refufing to 
ratify it, though extremely defirous at the fame 
time of fecuring to himfelf the privilege of re- 
claiming what was now alienated fo much to his 
detriment, he fecretly protefted, in prefence of 
fome of his adherents, againft the whole tranf- 
action; and declared whatever he Ihould be 
obliged to do in order to confirm it, null in it- 
felf, and void of all obligation. The parliament 
of Thouloufe, probably by the mitigation of his 
partifans, did the fame 0. But Francis, highly 
pleafed as well with having delivered his fubjefts 
from the miferies of an invafion, as with the 
profpectof acquiringan independent fettlementfor 
his fon at no greater price than that of renoun- 
cing conquefts to which he had no juft claim ; 
titles which had brought fo much expence and 
fo many difafters upon the nation ; and rights 
grown obiolete and of no value ; ratified the 
treaty with great joy. Charles, within the time 
preferibed by the treaty, declared his intention 

° Recueil des Traitez, t. ii. S35. 438. 
of 
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of giving Ferdinand’s daughter in marriage to 
the duke of Orleans, together with the dutchy 
of Milan as her dowry p. Every circumftance 
feemed to promife the continuance of peace. 
The emperor, cruelly afflidled with the gout, 
appeared to be in no condition to undertake any 
enterprife where great activity was requifite, or 
much fatigue to be endured. He himfelf felt 
this, or wiihed at leaf! that it fhould be believed; 
and being fo much difabled by this excruciating 
diftemper, when a French ambaffador followed 
him to Brulfels, in order to be prefent at his 
ratification of the treaty of peace, that it was 
with the utmoft difficulty that he figned his 
name, he obferved, that there was no great dan- 
ger of his violating thefe articles, as a hand 
that could hardly hold a pen, was little able to 
brandiffi a lance. 

The violence of his difeafe confined the em- 
peror feveral months in Bruifels, and was the ap- 
parent caufe of putting off the execution of the 
great fcheme which he had formed in order to 
humble the proteftant party in Germany. But 
there were other reafons for this delay. For, 
however prevalent the motives were which de- 
termined him to undertake this enterprife, the 
nature of that great body which he was about 
to attack, as well as the fituation of his own 
affairs, made it neceffary to deliberate long, to 
proceed with caution, and not too fuddenly to 
throw afide the veil under which he had hitherto 
concealed his real fentiments and fchemes. He 
was fenfible that the proteftants, confcious of 

1 Recueil dcs Traitez, t. ii. 238, 
their 
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their own ftrength, but under continual appre- 
henfions of his deiigns, had all the boldnefs of a 
powerful confederacy joined to the jealoufy of a 
feeble faction ; and were no lefs quick-fighted 
to difcern the firft appearance of danger, than 
ready to take arms in order to repel it. At the fame 
time, he ftill continued involved in a Turkifh 
war ; and though, in order to deliver himfelf from 
this incumbrance, he had determined to fend an 
envoy to the Porte with moft advantageous and 
even fubmifiive overtures of peace, the refolutions 
of that haughty court were fo uncertain, that 
before thefe were known, it would have been 
highly imprudent to have kindled the flames of 
civil war in his own dominions. 

Upon this account, he appeared diflatisfied 
with a bull iflued by the pope immediately after 
the peace of Crefpy [Nov. 19], fummoning the 
council to aflemble at Trent early next fpring, 
and exhorting all Chriftian princes to embrace 
the opportunity that the prefent happy interval 
of tranquillity afforded them, of fupprefling thofe 
herefies which threatened to fubvert whatever 
was facred or venerable among Chriftians. But 
after fuch a flight expreflion of diflike, as was 
neceffary in order to cover his defigns, he de- 
termined to countenance the council, which might 
become no inconfiderable inflrument towards 
accomplifhing his projects, and therefore not 
only appointed ambaffadors to appear there in his 
name, but ordered the ecclefialtics in his domi- 
nions to attend at the time prefixed s. 

i545,3 Such were the emperor’s views when 
the Imperial diet, after feveral prorogations, was 

9 F. Paul, 104; 
opened 
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opened at Worms [March 24]. The proteft- 
ants, who enjoyed the free exercife of their reli- 
gion by a very precarious tenure, having no other 
fecurity for it than the recefs of the laft diet, 
which was [to continue in force only until the 
meeting of a council, wifhed earneftly to eftahlilh 
that important privilege upon fome firmer bafis, 
and to hold it by a perpetual not a temporary 
title. But inftead of offering them any additional 
fecurity, Ferdinand opened the diet with obferv- 
ing, that there were two points, which chiefly 
required confideration, the profecution of the 
war againft the Turks, and the Hate of religion ; 
that the former was the moft urgent, as Soly- 
man, after conquering the greatefl part of Hun- 
gary, was now ready to fall upon the Auftrian 
provinces ; that the emperor, who, from the be- 
ginning of his reign, had neglefted no oppor- 
tunity of annoying this formidable enemy, and 
with the hazard of his own perfon had refilled 
his attacks, being animated Hill with the fame 
zeal, had now confented to flop fhoit in the 
career of his fuccefs againfl France, that, in con- 
j unCtion with his ancient rival, he might turn 
his arms with greater vigour againfl the common 
adverfary of the Chrillian faith ; that it became 
all the members of the empire to fecond thofe 
pious endeavours of its head; that, therefore, they 
ought, without delay, to vote him fuch effectual 
aid as not only their duty but their interefl called 
upon them to furnilh; that the controverfies about 
religion were fo intricate, and of fuch difficult 
difcuffion, as to give no hope of its being pof- 
fible to bring them at prefent to any final iffue; 
that by perfeverance and repeated folicitations 

the 
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the emperor had at length prevailed on the pope 
to call a council, for which they had fo often 
wiihed and petitioned ; that the time appointed 
for its meeting was now come, and both par- 
ties ought to wait for its decrees, and fubmit to 
them as the deciiions of the univerfal church. 

The popiflt members of the diet received this 
declaration with great applaufe, and fignified 
their entire acquiefcence in every particular which 
it contained. The proteftants exprefl'ed great 
furprife at propofitions, which were fo manifeftly 
repugnant to the recefs of the former diet; they 
infilled that the queflions with regard to religion, 
as firfl in dignity and importance, ought to come 
firft under deliberation ; that, alarming as the 
progrefs of the Turks was to all Germany, the 
fecuring the free exercife of their religion touch- 
ed them ftill more nearly, nor could they pro- 
fecute a foreign war with fpirit, while felicitous 
and uncertain about their domeflic tranquillity ; 
that if the latter were once rendered firm and 
permanent, they would concur with their country- 
men in pufhing the former, and yield to none of 
them in adlivity or zeal. But if the danger from 
the Turkifh arms was indeed fo imminent, as not 
to admit of fuch a delay as would be occafioned 
by an immediate examination of the controverted 
points in religion, they required that a diet fhould 
be inftantly appointed, to which the final fetfcle- 
ment of their religious difputes fhould be re- 
ferred ; and that in the mean time the decree of 
the former diet concerning religion fhould be 
explained in a point which they deemed eflential. 
By the recefs of Spires it was provided, that they 
fhould enjoy unmolefted the public exercife of 

their 
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their religion, until the meeting of a legal coun- 
cil ; but as the pope had now called a council, to 
which Ferdinand had required them to fubmit, 
they began to fufpedt that their adverfaries might 
take advantage of an ambiguity in the terms of 
the recefs, and pretending that the event therein 
mentioned had now taken place, might pronounce 
them to be no longer entitled to the fame indul- 
gence. In order to guard againft this interpre- 
tation, they renewed their former remonftrances 
againft a council called to meet without the 
bounds of the empire, fummoned by the pope’s 
authority, and in which he affumed the right of 
prefiding ; and declared that, notwithflanding 
the convocation of any fuch illegal affembly, 
they Hill held the recefs of the late diet to be in 
full force. 

At other junctures, when the emperor thought 
it of advantage to footh and gain the proteftants, 
he had devifed expedients for giving them fatif- 
faction with regard to demands feemingly more 
extravagant; but his views at prefent being very 
different, Ferdinand, by his command, adhered 
inflexibly to his firlt propofitions, and would make 
no concefiions which had the moll remote tend- 
ency to throw difcredit on the council, or to weak- 
en its authority. The proteftants, on their part, 
were no lefs inflexible ; and after much time 
fpent in fruitlefs endeavours to convince each 
other, they came to no agreement. Nor did 
the prefence of the emperor, who upon his re- 
covery arrived at Worms [May 15], contribute 
in any degree to render the proteftants more 
compliant. Fully convinced that they were 
maintaining the caufe of God and of truth, they 

Ihewcd 
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fhewed themfelves fuperior to the allurements of 
intereft, or the fuggeftions of fear ; and in pro- 
portion as the emperor redoubled his felicita- 
tions, or difcovered his defigns, their boldnefs 
feems to have increafed. At laft they openly 
declared, that they would not even deign to vin- 
dicate their tenets in prefence of a council, af- 
fembled not to examine, but to condemn them ; 
and that they would pay no regard to an affembly 
held under the influence of a pope, who had 
already precluded himfelf from all title to aft as 
a judge, by his having ftigmatized their opi- 
nions with the name of herefy, and denounced 
againft them the heavielt cenfures, which, in 
the plenitude of his ufurped power, he could 
inflift r. 

While the proteftants, with fuch union as well 
as firmnefs, rejefted all intercourfe with the 
council, and refufed their aflent to the Imperial 
demands in refpeft to the Turkifh war, Maurice 
of Saxony alone {hewed an inclination to gratify 
the emperor with regard to both. Though he 
profefied an inviolable regard to the proteftant 
religion, he aflumed an appearance of moderation 
peculiar to himfelf, by which he confirmed the 
favourable fentiments which the emperor already 
entertained of him, and gradually paved the way 
for executing the ambitious defigns which always 
occupied his aftive and enterpriling mind s. His 
example, however, had little influence upon fuch 
as agreed with him in their religious opinions ; 
and Charles perceived that he could not hope 

r Sleid. 543, Sec. Seek. iii. 543, &c. Thuan. Hiftor. 
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either to procure prefent aid from the proteft- 
ants againit the Turks, or to quiet their fears and 
jealouiies on account of their religion. But as his 
fcheroes were not yet ripe for execution, nor his 
preparations fo far advanced that he could force 
tire compliance of the proteilants, or punilh their 
obftinacy, he artfully concealed his own inten- 
tions. That he might augment their fecurity, 
he [Augult 4] appointed a diet to be held at 
Ratilbon early next year, in order to adjult what 
was now left undetermined ; and previous to it, 
he agreeed that a certain number of divines of 
each party Ihould meet, in order to confer upon 
the points in difpute ‘. 

But, how far foever this appearance of a de- 
fire to maintain the prefent tranquillity might 
have impofed upon the protellants, the emperor 
was incapable of fuch uniform and thorough dif- 
fimulation, as to hide altogether from their view 
the dangerous deiigns winch he was meditating 
againit them. Herman count de Weid, arch- 
bilhop and eleftor of Cologne, a prelate con- 
fpicuous for his virtue and primitive limplicity of 
manners, though not more diilinguiihed for learn- 
ing than the other defcendants of noble families, 
who in that age poffelfed molt of the great bene- 
fices in Germany, having become a profelyte to 
the doctrines of the reformers, had begun in the 
year one thoufand five hundred and forty-three, 
with the afiiitance of Melandthon and Bucer, to 
abolilh the ancient fupcrltition in hisdiocefe, and 
to introduce in its place the rites ellablilhed 
among the proteftants. But the canons of his 

t Skid. 351. , 
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cathedral, who were not poflefled with the fame 
fpirit of innovation, and who forelaw how fatal 
the levelling genius of the new fedl would prove 
to their dignity and wealth, oppofcd, from the 
beginning, this unprecedented enterprife of then1 

archbilhop, with all the zeal flowing from reve- 
rence for old inflitutions, heightened by concern 
for their own intereft. This oppofition, which 
the archbilhop conlidered only as a new argument 
to demonllrate the neceflity of a reformation, 
neither Ihook his refolution, nor flackened his 
ardour in profecuting his plan. The canons, 
perceiving all their endeavours to check his ca- 
reer to be ineffe&ual, folemnly protefted againft 
his proceedings, and appealed for redrefs to the 
pope and emperor, the former as ecclefiaftical, 
the latter as his civil fuperior. This appeal being 
laid before the emperor, during his refldence in 
Worms, he took the canons of Cologne under 
his immediate proteftion ; enjoined them to pro- 
ceed with rigour againft all who revolted from 
the eftablilhed church; prohibited the archbi- 
lhop to make any innovation in his diocefe; 
and fummoned him to appear at Bruflels within 
thirty days, to anfwer the accufations which. 
Ihould be preferred againft him u. 

To this clear evidence of his hoftile intentions 
againft the proteftant party, Charles added other 
proofs ftill more explicit. In his hereditary do- 
minions of the Low-Countries, he perfecuted all 
who were fufpefted of Lutheranifm with un- 
relenting rigour. As foon as he arrived at 
Worms, he iilenced the proteftant preachers in 

R Skid, 310. 3<j.o. 351, Seckend.iii. 443. 553. 
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that city. He allowed an Italian monk to in- 
veigh again!! the Lutherans from the pulpit of 
his chapel, and to call upon him, as he regarded 
the favour of God, to exterminate that peftilent 
herefy. He difpatched the embaffy, which has 
been already mentioned, to Conftantinople, with 
overtures of peace, that he might be free from 
any apprehenfions of danger or interruption from 
that quarter. Nor did any of thefe Heps, or 
their dangerous tendency, efcape the jealous 
obfervation of the proteftants, or fail to alarm 
their fears, and to excite their folicitude for the 
fafety of their fed!. 

Meanwhile, Charles’s good fortune, which 
predominated on all occafions over that of his 
rival Francis, extricated him out of a difficulty, 
from which, with all his fagacity and addrefs, 
he would have found it no eafy matter to have 
difentangled himfelf. Juf! about the time when 
the duke of Orleans fhould have received Ferdi- 
nand’s daughter in marriage, and together with 
her the poffeffion of the Milanefe, he died of a 
malignant fever [Sept. 8]. By this event, the 
emperor was freed from the neceffity of giving 
up a valuable province into the hands of an 
enemy, or from the indecency of violating a recent 
and folemn engagement, which muft have occa- 
fioned an immediate rupture with France. He 
affecled, however, to exprefs great forrow for 
the untimely death of a young prince, who was 
to have been fo nearly allied to him ; but he 
carefully avoided entering into any freffi difcuf- 
fions concerning the Milanefe ; and would not 
liften to a propofal which came from Francis 
of new-modelling the treaty of Crefpy, fo as to 

a a 2 make 
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make him fome reparation for the advantages 
which he had loft by the demife of his fon. In 
the more aftive and vigorous part of Francis’s 
reign, a declaration of war would have been the 
certain and inftantaneous confequence of fuch a 
flat refufal to comply with a demand feemingly 
fo equitable ; but the declining ftate of his own 
health, the exhaufted condition of his kingdom, 
together with the burden of the war againit 
England, obliged him, at prefent, to diffemble 
his refentment, and to put off thoughts of re- 
venge to fome other juncture. In confequence 
of this event, the unfortunate duke of Savoy 
loft all hope of obtaining the reftitution of his 
territories; and the rights or claims relinquifhed 
by the treaty of Crefpy returned in full force to 
the crown of France, to ferve as pretexts for fu- 
ture wars x. 

Upon the firft intelligence of the duke of 
Orleans’s death, the confederates of Smalkalde 
flattered themfelves that tne effential alterations 
which appeared to be unavoidable confequences 
of it could hardly fail of producing a rupture, 
which would prove the means of their lafety. 
But they were not more difappointed with re- 
gard to this, than in their expectations from an 
event which feemed to be the certain prelude of 
a quarrel between the emperor and the pope. 
When Paul, whofe pafiion for aggrandizing his 
family increafed as he advanced in years, and as 
he faw the dignity and power which they derived 
immediately from him becoming more precarious, 

* Eelcadi Comment. 769. Paruta, Hift. Venet. iv. 
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found that he could not bring Charles to approve 
of his ambitious fchemes, he ventured to grant 
his fon Peter Lewis the inveftiture of Parma and 
Placentia, though at the rifle of incurring the dif- 
pleafure of the emperor. At a time when a 
great part of Europe inveighed openly againft 
the corrupt manners and exorbitant power of 
ecclefiaftics, and when a council was fummoned 
to reform the diforders of the church, this inde- 
cent grant of fuch a principality, to a fon of 
whofe illegitimate birth the pope ought to have 
been afliamed, and whofe licentious morals all 
good men detefted, gave general offence. Some 
cardinals in the Imperial intereft remonftrated 
againft fuch an unbecoming alienation of the pa- 
trimony of the church ; the Spanifh ambaffador 
would not be prefent at the folemnity of his in- 
feofment ; and upon pretext that thefe cities 
were part of the Milanefe ftate, the emperor 
peremptorily refufed to confirm the deed of in- 
veftiture. But both the emperor and pope being 
intent upon one common objeft in Germany, 
they facrificed their particular paffions to that 
public caufe, and fuppreffed the emotions of 
jealoufy or refentment wftiich were rifing on this 
occafion, that they might jointly purfue what 
each deemed to be of greater importance lf. 

About this time the peace of Germany was 
difturbed by a violent but Abort eruption of 
Henry duke of Brunfwick. This prince, though 
ftill ftript of his dominions, which the emperor 
held in fequeftration, until his differences with 
the confederates of Smalkalde fhould be adjufted, 

y Paruta, Hift. Venet.iv. 1781 Pallavic. 180. 
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polfeffed however fo much credit in Germany, 
that he undertook to raife for the French king 
a confiderable body of troops to be employed in 
the war againft England. The money llipulated 
for this purpofe was duly advanced by Francis ; 
the troops were levied ; but Henry, inftead of 
leading them towards France, fuddenly entered 
his own dominions at their head, in hopes of 
recovering poffeffion of them before any army 
could be affembled to oppofe him. The confe- 
derates were not more furprifed at this unexpeiSt- 
ed attack, than the king of France was aftoniflied 
at a mean thievilh fraud, fo unbecoming the 
character of a prince. But the landgrave of 
Hefle, with incredible expedition, collefted as 
many men as put a flop to the progrefs of Hen- 
ry’s undifciplined forces, and being joined by his 
fon-in-law, Maurice, and by fome troops belong- 
ing to the ele&or of Saxony, he gained fuch ad- 
vantages over Henry, who was raflr and bold in 
forming his fchemes, but feeble and undetermined 
in executing them, as obliged him to dilhand 
his army, and to furrender himfelf, together with 
his eldeit fon, prifoners at difcretion. He was 
kept in clofe confinement, until a new reverfe 
of affairs procured him liberty z. 

As this defeat of Henry’s wild enterprife ad- 
ded new reputation to the arms of the protefl- 
ants, the eilablifhment of the proteftant religion, 
in the palatinate brought a great accefiion of 
ftrength to their party. Frederick, who fuc- 
ceeded his brother Lewis in that eleftorate, had 
long been fufpedted of a fecret propenfity to the 

2 Sleid. 352. Seek. iii. 567, 
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doftrines of the reformers, which, upon his accef- 
Son to the principality, he openly manifefted. 
But as he expefted that fomething effeftual to- 
wards a general and legal eilablifhment of reli- 
gion, would be the fruit of fo many diets, con- 
ferences, and negotiations, he did not, at firft, 
attempt any public innovation in his dominions. 
Finding all thefe ifl’uc in nothing, he thought him- 
felf called, at length [Jan. 10, 1546], to counte- 
nance by his authority the fyftetn which he ap- 
proved of, and to gratify the wiflies of his fub- 
je£ts, who,by their intercourfe with the proteftant 
Hates, had almoft univerfally imbibed their opi- 
nions. As the warmth and impetuofity, which 
accompanied the fpirit of reformation in its firil 
efforts, had fomewhat abated, this change was 
made with great order and regularity ; the an- 
cient rites were abolifhed, and new forms intro- 
duced, without any a£fs of violence, or fymptom 
of difcontent. Though Frederick adopted the 
religious fyftem of the pioteftants, he imitated 
the example of Maurice, and did not accede to 
the league of Smalkalde *. 

A few weeks before this revolution in the 
palatinate, the general council was opened with 
the accuftomed folemnities at Trent. The eyes 
of the catholic Hates were turned with much ex- 
pectation towards an affembly, which all had con- 
fidered as capable of applying an effeftual remedy 
for the diforders of the church when they firft 
broke out, though many were afraid that it was 
now too late to hope for great benefit from it, 
when the malady, by being fuffered to increafe 

a Sleid. 336. Seek. I. iii. 616. 
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during twenty-eight years, had become inveterate, 
and grown to fuch extreme violence. The pope, 
by his lail bull of convocation, had appointed 
the firft meeting to be held in March. But his 
views, and thole of the emperor, were fo differ- 
ent, that almoft the whole year was fpent in 
negotiations. Charles, who forefaw that the 
rigorous decrees of the council againft the pro- 
teftants would foon drive them, in felf-defence 
as well as from refentment, to fome defperate 
extreme, laboured to put off its meeting until his 
warlike preparations were fo far advanced, that 
he might be in a condition to fecond its decifions 
by the force of his arms. The pope, who had 
early fent to Trent the legates who were to pre- 
fide in his name, knowing to what contempt it 
would expofe his authority, and what fufpicions 
it would beget of his intentions, if the fathers 
of the council fhould remain in a date of inac- 
tivity, when the church was in fuch danger as 
to require their immediate and vigorous interpo- 
fition, infifted either upon tranflating the council 
to fome city in Italy, or upon fufpending alto- 
gether its proceedings at that junfturc, or 
upon authorizing it to begin its deliberations im- 
mediately. The emperor rejefted the two for- 
mer expedients as equally offenfive to the Ger- 
mans of every denomination ; but finding it 
impoffible to elude the latter, he propofed that 
the council fhould begin with reforming the 
diforders in the church, before it proceeded to 
examine or define articles of faith. This was 
the very thing which the court of Rome dreaded 
mod, and which had prompted it to employ fo 
many artifices in order to prevent the meeting of 

iuch 
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fuch a dangerous judicatory. Paul, though 
more compliant than fome of his prcdeceffors 
with regard to calling a council, was no lefs 
jealous than they had been of its jurifdiction, and 
favv what matter of triumph fuch a method of 
proceeding would afford the heretics. He appre- 
hended confequences not only humbling but fatal 
to the papal fee, if the council came to confrder 
an inquell into abufes as their only buftnefs ; or 
if inferior prelates were allowed to gratify their 
own envy and peevifhnefs, by preferibing rules 
to thofe who were exalted above them in dignity 
and power. Without lillening, therefore, to this 
infidious propofal of the emperor, he inftrucled 
his legates to open the council. 

Jan. 18 J The firfl: feflion was fpent in matters 
of form. In a fubfequent one, it was agreed 
that the framing a confeffion of faith, wherein 
fhould be contained all the articles which the 
church required its members to believe, ought 
to be the firfl and principal bufinefs of the coun- 
cil ; but that, at the fame time, due attention 
fhould be given to what was neceffary towards 
the reformation of manners and difeipline. From 
this firfl fymptom of the fpirit with which the 
council was animated, from the high tone of au- 
thority which the legates who prefided in it 
affumed, and from the implicit deference with 
which mofl of the members followed their direc- 
tions, the protellants conjectured with eafe what 
dtcifions they might expeft. It aflonifhed them, 
however, to fee forty prelates (for no greater 
number were yet affembled) affume authority as 
reprefentatives of the univerfal church, and pro- 
ceed to determine the mofl important points of 

doilriue 



274 THE REIGN of THE B. VII. 

doctrine in its name. Senfible of this indecency, 
as well as of the ridicule with which it might be 
attended, the council advanced llowly in its deli- 
berations, and all its proceedings were for fome 
time languifhing and feeble b. As foon as the 
confederates of Smalkalde received information of 
the opening of the council, they publilhed a long 
manifefto, containing a renewal of their pioteft 
againft its meeting, together with the reafons 
which induced them to decline its jurifdiftions c. 
The pope and emperor, on their part, were fo 
little felicitous to quicken or add vigour to its 
operations, as plainly difeovered that fome ob- 
je6t of greater importance occupied and intereft- 
ed them. 

The protellants were not inattentive or uncon- 
cerned fpe&ators of the motions of the fovereign 
pontiff and of Charles, and they entertained every 
day more violent fufpicions of their intentions, 
in confequence of intelligence received from dif- 
ferent quarters of the machinations carrying on 
againft them. The king of England informed 
them, that the emperor, having long refolved to 
exterminate their opinions, would not fail to em- 
ploy this interval of tranquillity which he now 
enjoyed, as the moft favourable juncture for car- 
rying his defign into execution. The merchants 
of Augfburg, which was at that time a city of ex- 
tenfive trade, received advice, by means of their 
correfpondents in Italy, among whom were fome 
who fecretly favoured the proteftant caufe d, 
that a dangerous confederacy againft it was 

h F. Paul, no, &c. Pallavic. p. 180, &c. e Seclt- 
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forming between the pope and emperor. 
In confirmation of this they heard from the 
Low-Countries, that Charles had iffued or- 
ders, though with every precaution which could 
keep the meafure concealed, for raifing troops 
both there and in other parts of his dominions. 
Such a variety of information corroborating all 
that their own jealoufy or obfervation led them 
to apprehend, left the proteftants little reafon to 
doubt of the emperor’s hoftile intentions. Under 
this impreffion, the deputies of the confederates 
of Smalkalde aflembled at Francfort, and by 
communicating their intelligence and fentiments 
to each other, reciprocally heightened their fenfe 
of the impending danger. But their union was 
not fuch as their fituation required, or the pre- 
parations of their enemies rendered necelfary. 
Their league had now fubfifted ten years. Among 
fo many members, whofe territories were inter- 
mingled with each other, and who, according to 
the cuftom of Germany, had created an infinite 
varity of mutual rights and claims by intermar- 
riages, alliances, and contracts of different kinds, 
fubjedts of jealoufy and difcord had unavoidably 
arifen. Some of the confederates, being connedt- 
ed with the duke of Brunfwick, were highly 
difgulled with the landgrave, on account of the 
rigour with which he had treated that rafh and 
unfortunate prince. Others taxed the eledtor of 
Saxonyand landgrave,the heads ofthe league, with 
having involved the members in unnecelfary and 
exorbitant expences by their profufenefs or want 
of ceconomy. The views, likewife, and temper 
of thofe two princes, who, by their fuperior 
power and authority, influenced and diredted 

the 
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the whole body, being extremely different, ren- 
dered all its motions languid, at a time when the 
utmoft vigour and difpatch were requifite. The 
landgrave, of a violent and enterprifmg temper* 
but not forgetful, amidft his zeal for religion, of 
the ufual maxims of human poliey, inlifted that, 
as the danger which threatened them was manifelt 
and unavoidable, they fliould have recourfe to the 
moft effectual expedient for fecuring their own 
fafety, by courting the protection of the kings 
of France and England, or by joining in alliance 
with the proteftant cantons of Svvifferland, from 
whom they might expect fuch powerful and pre- 
fent affiitance as their fituation demanded. The 
eleCtor, on the other hand, with the mofl up- 
right intentions of any prince in that age, and 
with talents which might have qualified him 
abundantly for the adminiftration of government 
in any tranquil period, was poffeffed with fuch 
fuperflitious veneration for all the parts of the 
Lutheran fyftem, and fuch bigoted attachment 
to all its tenets, as made him averfe to an union 
with thofe who differed from him in any article 
of faith, and rendered him very incapable of un- 
dertaking its defence in times of difficulty and 
danger. He feemed to think, that the concerns 
of religion were to be regulated by principles and 
maxims totally different from thofe which apply 
to the common affairs of life ; and being fwayed 
too much by the opinions of Luther, who was 
not only a Itranger to the rules of political con- 
duCf, but defpifed them ; he often difeovered an 
uncomplying fpirit, that proved of the greateft 
detriment to the caufe which he wifhed to fup- 
poct. Influenced, on this occaiion, by the fevere 
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and rigid notions of that reformer, he refufed to 
enter into any confederacy with Francis, becaufe 
he was a perfecutor of the truth ; or to folicit 
the friendfhip of Henry, becaufe he was no lefs 
impious and profane than the pope himfelf; or 
even to join in alliance with the Swifs, becaufe 
they differed from the Germans in feveral effen- 
tial articles of faith. This diffenfion, about a 
point of fuch confequence, produced its natural 
effects. Each fecretly cenfured and reproached the 
other. The landgrave confidered the elector as fet- 
tered by narrow prejudices, unworthy of a prince 
called to aft a chief part in a fcene of fuch import- 
ance. The eleftor fufpefted the landgrave of loofe 
principles and ambitious views, which correfpond- 
ed ill with the facred caufe wherein they were en- 
gaged. But though the eleftor’s fcruplesprevented 
their timely application for foreign aid ; and the 
jealoufy or difcontent of the other princes de- 
feated a propofal for renewing their original con- 
federacy, the term during which it was to con- 
tinue in force being on the point of expiring ; 
yet the fenfe of their common danger induced 
them to agree with regard to other points, par- 
ticularly that they would never acknowledge the 
affembly of Trent as a lawful council, nor fuffer 
the archbiflrop of Cologne to be oppreffed on 
account of the fteps which he had taken toward* 
the reformation of his diocefe e. 

The landgrave, about this time, defirous of 
penetrating to the bottom of the emperor’s in- 
tentions, wrote to Granvelle, whom he knew to 
be thoroughly acquainted with all his mailer’s 
fchemes, informing him of the feveral particulars 
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which raifed the fufpicions of the proteftants, and 
begging an explicit declaration of what they had 
to fear or to hope. Granvelle, in return, af- 
fured them, that the intelligence which they 
had received of the emperor’s military prepara- 
tions was exaggerated, and all their fufpicions 
deftitute of foundation ; that though, in order 
to guard his frontiers againlt any infult of the 
French or Englilh, he had commanded a fmall 
body of men to be raifed in the Low-Countries, 
he was as folicitous as ever to maintain tranquil- 
lity in Germany f. 

But the emperor’s aftions did not correfpond 
with thefe profeffions of his minifter. For in- 
llead of appointing men of known moderation 
and a pacihc temper to appear in defence of the 
catholic doftrines at the conference which had 
been agreed on, he made choice of fierce bigots, 
attached to their own fyltem with a blind obfti- 
nacy, that rendered all hope of a reconcile- 
ment defperate. Malvanda, a Spanifli divine, 
who took upon him the condutt of the de- 
bate on the part of the catholics, managed it 
with all the fubtle dexterity of a fcholaftic meta- 
phyfician, more iludious to perplex his adver- 
faries than to convince them, and more intent 
on palliating error than on difeovering truth. 
The proteitants, filled with indignation, as 
well at his fophiitry as at fome regulations 
which the emperor endeavoured to impofe on 
the difputants, broke off the conference abrupt- 
ly, being now fully convinced that, in all his 
late meaiures, the emperor could have no other 
view than to amufe them, and to gain time for 
ripening his own fchemes s. 

f Sleid. 3 $6. £ Ibid. 35S. Seek, 1. ill. Ozo. 
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BOOK VIII. 

ttthile appearances of danger daily increafed, 
and the tempeft which had been fo long a 

gathering was ready to break forth in all its vio- 
lence againft the protdlant church, Luther was 
faved, by a feafonable death, from feeling or 
beholding its deftruclive rage. Having gone, 
though in a declining Hate of health, and during 
a rigorous feafon, to his native city of Eyfleben, 
in order to compofe, by his authority, a dilfen- 
tion among the counts of Mansfield, he was 
feized with a violent inflammation in his ftomach, 
which in a few days put an end to his life, in the 
fixty-third year of his age [Feb. lb]. As he 
was raifed up by Providence to be the author of 
one of the greateft and moll interefting revolu- 
tions recorded in hiftory, there is not any perfon 
perhaps whofe charadter has been drawn with 
fuch oppofite colours. In his own age, one 
party, itruck with horror and inflamed with rage, 
when they faw with what a daring hand he over- 
turned every thing which they held to be facred, 
or valued as beneficial, imputed to him not only 
all the defedls and vices of a man, but the qua- 
lities of a daemon. The other, warmed with 
the admiration and gratitude, which they thought 
he merited as the reftorer of light and liberty 
to the Chriftian church, afcribed to him perfec- 
tions above the condition of humanity, and viewed 
all his actions with a veneration bordering on 
that which fhould be paid only to thofe who are 
guided by the immediate infpiration of Heaven. 

b b 2 It 
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It is his own conduft, not the undiftinguiihing 
ceniure or the exaggerated praife of his contem- 
poraries, that ought to regulate the opinions of 
the prefent age concerning him. Zeal for what 
he regarded as truth, undaunted intrepidity to 
maintain his own fyftem, abilities, both natural 
and acquired, to defend his principles, and un- 
wearied induftry in propagating them, are vir- 
tues which fhine fo confpicuoudy in every part 
of his behaviour, that even his enemies mull 
allow him to have poffeffed them in an eminent 
degree. To thel’e may be added, with equal 
juitice, fuch purity and even aufterity of man- 
ners, as became one who affumed the character 
of a Reformer ; fuch fanftity of life as fuited the 
dodtrine which he delivered; and fuch perfedl 
dilintereftednefs as affords no flight prefumption 
of his fincerity. Superior to all felhfh conlider- 
ations, a ftranger to the elegancies of life, and 
defpifing its pleafures, he left the honours and 
emoluments of the church to his difciples, re- 
maining fatisfied himfelf in his original ilate of 
profefl'or in the univerfity, and pallor of the town 
of Wittemberg, with the moderate appointments 
annexed to thefe offices. His extraordinary 
qualities were allayed with no inconfiderable 
mixture of human frailty and human paffions. 
Thefe, however, were of fuch a nature, that 
they cannot be imputed to malevolence or cor- 
ruption of heart, but feem to have taken their 
rile from the fame fource with many of his vir- 
tues. His mind, forcible and vehement in all 
its operations, roufed by great objedls, or agi- 
tated by violent paffions, broke out, on many 
•ccaiions, with an impetuolity which altonifhes 

men 
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men of feebler fpirits, or fuch as are placed in a 
more tranquil fituation. By carrying feme 
praife-worthy difpofitions to excefs, he bordered 
fometimes on what was culpable, and was often 
betrayed into actions which expofed him to cen- 
fure. His confidence that his own opinions 
were well founded, approached to arrogance; 
his courage in afferting them, to rafhnefs; his 
firmnefs in adhering to them, to obftinacy ; and 
his zeal in confuting his adverfaries, to rage and 
fcurrility. Accultomed himfelf to confider 
every thing as fubordinate to truth, he expected 
the fame deference for it from other men ; and 
without making any allowances for their timidity 
or prejudices, he poured forth againft fuch as 
difappointed him in this particular, a torrent of 
invective mingled with contempt. Regardlefs 
of any diftinction of rank or charadter when 
his dodtrines were attacked, he chaftifed all his 
adverfaries indifcriminately, with the fame 
rough hand; neither the royal dignity of 
Henry VIII. nor the eminent learning and 
abilities of Erafmus, fcreened them from the 
fame grofs abufe with which he treated Tetzel 
or Eccius. 

But thefe indecencies of which Luther was 
guilty, muft not be imputed wholly to the vio- 
lence of his temper. They ought to be charged 
in part on the manners of the age. Among a 
rude people, unacquainted with thofe maxims, 
which, by putting continual reftraint on the paf- 
fions of individuals, have polifhed fociety, and 
rendered it agreeable, difputes of every kind 
were managed with heat, and ftrong emotions 
were uttered in their natural language without 

b u 3 referve 
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rtferve or delicacy. At the fame time, the 
works of learned men were all compofed in Latin, 
and they were not only authorized, by the ex- 
ample of eminent writers in that language, to 
ufe their antagonifts with the molt illiberal fcur- 
rility; but, in a dead tongue, indecencies of 
every kind appear lefs fhocking than in a living 
language, whofe idioms and phrafes feem grofs, 
becaufe they are familiar. 

In pafiing judgment upon the charafters of 
men, we ought to try them by the principles 
and maxims of their own age, not by thofe of 
another. For, although virtue and vice are at 
all times the fame, manners and cuftoms vary 
continually. Some parts of Luther’s behaviour, 
which to us appear moll culpable, gave no dif- 
guft to his contemporaries. It was even by fome 
of thofe qualities, which we are now apt to 
blame, that he was fitted for accomplilhing the 
great work which he undertook. To roufe man- 
kind, when funk in ignorance or fuperftition, and 
to encounter the rage of bigotry armed with 
power, required the utmoll vehemence of zeal, 
as well as a temper daring to excefs. A gentle 
call would neither have reached, nor have excited 
thofe to whom it was addrefled. A fpirit more 
amiable, but lefs vigorous than Luther’s, would 
have fhrunk back from the dangers which he 
braved and furmounted. Towards the clofe of 
Luther’s life, though without any perceptible 
diminution of his zeal or abilities, the infirmi- 
ties of his temper increafed upon him, fo that 
he grew daily more peevilh, more irafciblc, and 
more impatient of contradidlion. Having lived 
to be a witncfs of his own amazing fuccefs; to 
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fee a great part of Europe embrace his doftrines j 
and to drake the foundation of the papal throne, 
before which the mightieft monarchs had trem- 
bled, he difcovered, on fome occalions, fymp- 
toms of vanity and felf-applaufe. He mult 
have been, indeed, more than man, if, upon 
contemplating all that he actually accomplilhed, 
he had never felt any fentiment of this kind rifmg 
in his breaft *. 

Some time before his death he felt his ftrength 
declining, his conftitution being worn out by 
a prodigious multiplicity of bulinefs, added to 
the labour of difcharging his minifterial fundlion 
with unremitting diligence, to the fatigue of 
conllant ftudy, befides the compofition of works 
as voluminous as if he had enjoyed uninterrupted 
leifure and retirement. His natural intrepidity 
did not forfake him at the approach of death ; 
his laft converfation with his friends was concern- 
ing the happinefs referved for good men in a fu. 

* A remarkable inftance of this, as well as of a certain 
finguiarity and elevation of fentiment, is found in his Lad 
Will. Though the effefts which he had to bequeath were 
very inconfiderable, he thought it neceflary to make a Tefta- 
ment, but fcorned to frame it with the ul'ual legal formalities. 
Notus fum, fays he, in ccelo, in terra, & inferno, & auito, 
ritatem ad hoc fufficientem habeo, ut mihi foli credatur, 
cum Deus mihi, homini licet damnabili, et miferabili pecca- 
tori, ex paterna mifericordia Evangelium filii fui crediderit, 
dederitque ut in eo verax & fidelis fuerim, ita ut multi in 
mundo illud per me acceperint, & me pro Dodtore veritatii 
agnoveriot, fpreto banno papae, Caefaris, regum, principum 
& facerdotum, immo omnium dtemonum odio. Quidni, 
igitur, ad difpofitionem hanc, in re exigua, fufficiar, fi ad- 
fit manus meae teftimonium, & dici poffit, haec fcripfit D. 
Martinus Luther, Notarius Dei, & teftis Evangelii ejus. 
Sec, 1. iii. p. 651. 

turc 
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ture life, of which he fpoke with the fervor 
and delight natural to one who expefted and 
•wilhed to enter foon upon the enjoyment of ita. 
The account of his death filled the Roman ca- 
tholic party with exceffive as well as indecent 
joy, and damped the fpirits of all his followers ; 
neither party fufficiently confidering that his 
doftrines were now fo firmly rooted, as to be in 
a condition to flourifh independent of the hand 
which had firft planted them. His funeral 
was celebrated by order of the elector of 
Saxony with extraordinary pomp. He left 
feveral children by his wife Catherine a Boria, 
who furvived him. Towards the end of the 
laft century, there were in Saxony fome of 
his defcendants in decent and honourable fta- 
tions b. 

The emperor, meanwhile, purfued the plan 
of diffimulation with which he had fet out, em- 
ploying every art to amufe the proteftants, and 
to quiet their fears and jealoufies. For this pur- 
pofe he contrived to have an interview with the 
landgrave of Hefl'e, the moft active of all the 
confederates, and the moft fufpicious of his de- 
figns. To him he made fuch warm profdfions 
of his concern for the happinefs of Germany, 
and of his averiion to all violent meafures; 
he denied in fuch exprefs terms, his having 
entered into any league, or having begun any 
military preparations which ihould give any 
juft caufe of alarm to the proteftants, as feem 
to have difpelled all'the landgrave’s doubts and 

a S'leid. 362. Seek. lib. iii. 632, &c- 
*> Seek. lib. iii. 651. 
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apprehenfions, and fent him away fully fatisfied 
of his pacific intentions. This artifice was of 
great advantage, and effectually anfwered the 
purpofe for which it was employed. The land- - 
grave, upon his leaving Spires, where he had 
been admitted to this interview, went to Worms, 
where the Smalkaldic confederates were af- 
fembled, and gave them fuch a flattering repre- 
fentation of the emperor’s favourable difpolition 
towards them, that they, v'ho were too apt, as 
well from the temper of the German nation, 
as from the genius of all great aflbciations or 
bodies of men, to be flow', and dilatory, and 
tindecifive in their deliberations, thought there 
was no neceflity of taking any immediate meafures 
againft danger, which appeared to be diltant or 
imaginary c. 

Such events, however, foon occurred, as flag* 
gere the credit which the proteftants had given 
to the emperor’s declarations. The council of 
Trent, though flill compofed of a fmall number 
©f Italian and Spanifh prelates, without a Angle 
deputy from many of the kingdoms, which it 
affumed a right of binding by its decrees, being 
afhamed of its long ina&ivity, proceeded now 
to fettle articles of the greatell importance. 
Having begun with examining the firfl and 
chief point in controverfy between the church of 
Rome and the reformers, concerning the rule 
which fhould be held as fupreme and decifive in 
matters of faith, the council, by its infallible 
authority, determined [Apr. 8], “ That the 
books to which the defignation of apocryphal 

c Sleid. Hilt. 367. 373. 
hath 
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hath been given, are of equal authority with 
thofe which were received by the Jews and pri- 
mitive Chriftians into the facred canon ; that the 
traditions handed down from the apoftolic age, 
and preferved in the church, are entitled to as 
much regard as the doftrines and precepts which 
the infpired authors have committed to writing ; 
that the Latin tranllation of the Scriptures, made 
or revifed by St. Jerome, and known by the 
name of the Vulgate tranflation, fhould be read in 
churches, and appealed to in the fchools as authen- 
tic and canonical.” Againft all who difclaimed the 
truth of thefe tenets, anathemas were denounced 
In the name and by the authority of the Holy 
Ghoft. The decifion of thefe points, which 
undermined the main foundation of the Lu- 
theran fyftem, was a plain warning to the pro- 
teftants what judgment they might expeft when 
the council Ihould have leifure to take into con- 
fideration the particular and fubordinate articles 
of their creed d. 

This difcovery of the council’s readinefs to 
condemn the opinions of the proteftants, was 
foon followed by a ftriking inftance of the pope’s 
refolution to punifh fuch as embraced them. The 
appeal of the canons of Cologne againft their 
archbifhop having been carried to Rome, Paul 
eagerly feized on that opportunity, both of dif- 
playing the extent of his own authority, and of 
teaching the German ecclefiaftics the danger of 
revolting from the eftablifhed church. As no 
perfon appeared in behalf of the archbifhop, he 
was held to be convicted of the crime of herefy, 

11 F. Paul, 141. Pallav. 206. 
and 
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end a papal bull was iffued [Apr. 16], depriving 
him of his eccleiiaitical dignity, inflicting on 
him the fentence of excommunication, and ab- 
folving his fubjefts from the oath of allegiance/^ 
which they had taken to him as their civil 'fu- 
perior. The countenance which he had given/tp 
the Lutheran herefy was the only crime imputed 
to him, as well as the only reafon afllgned to 
juftify the extraordinary feverity of this decree. 
The proteftants could hardly believe that Paul, 
how zealous foever he might be to defend the 
eftablifhed fyftem, or to humble thofe who in- 
vaded it, would have ventured to proceed to fuch 
extremities againft a prince and eledfor of the 
empire, without having previoufly fecured fuch 
powerful protection as would render his cenfure 
fomething more than an impotent and defpicable 
fally of refentment. They were of courfe deeply 
alarmed at this fentence againft the archbifhop, 
confidering it as a fure indication of the malevo- 
lent intentions not only of the pope, but of the 
emperor, againft the whole party d. 

Upon this frefli revival of their fears, with 
fuch violence as is natural to men roufed from a 
falfe fecurity, and confcious of their having been 
deceived, Charles faw that now it became necef- 
fary to throw afide the mafic, and to declare 
openly what part he determined to aft. By a 
long feries of artifice and fallacy, he had gained 
fo much time, that his meafures, though not al- 
together ripe for execution, were in great tor- 
wardnefs. The pope, by his proceedings againft 
the eledor of Colonge, as well as by the de- 

<1 Sleid. 354. F. Paul, 155, Pallavis. 224. 
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crees of the council, had precipitated matters 
into fuch a iituation, as rendered a breach be- 
tween the emperor and the protellants almoil 
unavoidable. Charles had therefore no choice 
left him, but either to take part with them in 
overturning what the lee of Rome had deter- 
mined, or to fupport the authority of the church 
openly by force of arms. Nor did the pope 
think it enough to have brought the emperor 
under a neceffity of acting; he prefled him to 
begin his operations immediately, and to carry 
them on with fuch vigour as could not fail of 
fecuring fuccefs. Tranfported by his zeal 
againtt herefy, Paul forgot all the prudent and 
cautious maxims of the papal fee, with regard 
to the danger of extending the Imperial autho- 
rity beyond due bounds; and in order to crulh 
the Lutherans, he was willing to contribute to- 
wards railing up a matter that might one day 
prove formidable to himfelf as well as to the relt 
of Italy. 

But, belides the certain expectation of afliftance 
from the pope, Charles was now fecure from 
any danger of interruption to his deligns by the 
Turkilh arms. His negotiations at the Porte, 
which he had carried on with great afliduity 
fmee the peace of Crefpy, were on the point of 
being terminated in fuch a manner as he defired. 
Solyman, partly in compliance with the French 
king, who, in order to avoid the difagreeable 
obligation of joining the emperor againft his an- 
cient ally, laboured with great zeal to bring about 
an -accommodation between them, and partly 
from its being necefiary to turn his arms towards 
the call, where the Perfinns threatened to in- 

- vade 
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vade his dominions, confented without difficulty 
to a truce for five years. The chief article of 
it was, That each fhould retain poffeffion of 
what he now held in Hungary; and Ferdi- 
nand, as a facrifice to the pride of the fultan, 
fubmitted to pay an annual tribute of fifty thou- 
fand crowns6. 

But it was upon the aid and concurrence oi" 
the Germans themfelves that the emperor re- 
lied with the greateft confidence. The Germanic 
body, he knew, was of fuch vaft ftrength, as to 
be invincible if it were united, and that it was 
only by employing its own force that he could 
hope to fubdue it. Happily for him, the union 
of the feveral members in this great fyftem was 
fo feeble, the whole frame was fo loofely com- 
pafted, and its different parts tended fo violently 
towards feparation from each other, that it was 
almofl impoffible for it, on any important emer- 
gence, to join in a general or vigorous effort. 
In the prefent jun&ure, the fources of difcord 
were as many, and as various, as had been known 
on any occafion. The Roman catholics, animated 
with zeal in defence of their religion proportional 
to the fiercenefs with which it had been attacked, 
were eager to fecond any attempt to humble 
thofe innovators, who had overturned it in many 
provinces, and endangered it in more. John 
and Albert of Brandenburg, as well as feveral 
other princes, incenfed at the haughtinefs and 
rigour with which the duke of Brunfwick had 
been treated by the confederates of Smalkalde, 

e Iftuanhaffii Hift. Hun. 180. Mem, de Ribier, 
tom i. 582. 
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were impatient to refcue him, and to be reveng- 
ed on them. Charles obferved, with fatisfa&ion, 
the working of thofe pafiions in their minds, and 
counting on them as fure auxiliaries whenever he 
fhould think it proper to adt, he found it, in 
the mean time, more neceffary to moderate than 
to inflame their rage. 

Such was the fituation of affairs, fuch the 
difeernment with which the emperor forefaw and 
provided for every event, when the diet of the 
empire met at Ratilbon. Many of the Roman 
catholic members appeared there in perfon, but 
moft of the confederates of Smalkalde, under 
pretence of being unable to bear the expence oc- 
cafioned by the late unneceflary frequency of 
fuch afi'emblies, fent only deputies. Their jea- 
loufy of the emperor, together with an ap- 
prehenfion that violence might, perhaps, be em- 
ployed, in order to force their approbation of 
what he fliould propofe in the diet, was the true 
caufe of their abfence. The fpeech with which 
the emperor opened the diet was extremely art- 
ful. After profefling, in common form, his re- 
gard for the profperity of the Germanic body, 
and declaring, that, in order to beftow his whole 
attention upon the re-eftablilhment of its order 
and tranquillity, he had at prefent abandoned all 
other cares, rejefted the moll prefiing felicita- 
tions of his other fubje&s to refide among them, 
and poftponed affairs of the greateft importance ; 
he took notice, with fome difapprobation, that 
his diflnierefted example had not been imitated ; 
many members of chief confideration having 
neglected to attend an afiembly to which he 
had repaired with fuch manifeft inconvenience 

to 
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to himfelf. He then mentioned their unhappy 
diflenfions about religion ; lamented the ill iuc- 
cefs of his paft endeavours to compofe them; 
complained of the abrupt diffolution of the late 
conference, and craved their advice with regard 
to the belt and molt effectual method of re- 
itoring union to the churches of Germany, to- 
gether with that happy agreement in articles of 
faith, which their anceftors had found to be of 
no lefs advantage to their civil intereft, than be- 
coming their Chriftian profeflion. 

By this gracious and popular method of con- 
fulting the members of the diet, rather than of 
obtruding upon them any opinion of his own, 
befides the appearance of great moderation, and 
the merit of paying much relpedt to their judg- 
ment, the emperor dexteroufly avoided difco- 
vering his own fentiments, and referved to him- 
felf, as his only part, that of carrying into ex- 
ecution what they Ihould recommend. Nor was 
he lefs fecure of fuch a decifion as he wilhed to 
obtain, by referring it wholly to themfelves. 
The Roman catholic members, prompted by 
their own zeal, or prepared by his intrigues, 
joined immediately in reprefenting that the au- 
thority of the council now met at Trent ought 
to be fupreme in all matters of controverfy; that 
all Chrillians Ihould fubmit to its decrees as the 
infallible rule of their faith ; and therefore they 
befought him to exert the power, with which 
he was invefted by the Almighty, in protecting 
that affembly, and in compelling the proteftants 
to acquiefce in its determinations. The proteft- 
ants, on the other hand, prefented a memorial, 
in which, after repeating their objections to the 

c c 2 council 
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council of Trent, they propofed, as the only 
effectual method of deciding the points in dis- 
pute, that either a free general council (hould be 
affembled in Germany, or a national council of 
the empire fiiould be called, or a feleft number 
of divines fhould be appointed out of each party 
to examine and define articles of faith. They 
mentioned the receffes of feveral diets favourable 
to this propofition, and which had afforded them 
the profpedt of terminating all their differences in 
this amicable manner; they now conjured the 
emperor hot to depart from his former plan, and 
by offering violence to their confciences, to 
bring calamities upon Germany, the very thought 
of which muff fill every lover of his country with 
horror. The emperor receiving this paper with 
a contemptuous fmile, paid no farther regard to 
it. Having already taken his final refolution, 
and perceiving that nothing but force could com- 
pel them to acquiefce in it, he difpatched the 
cardinal of Trent to Rome [June 9], in order 
to conclude an alliance with the pope, the terms 
of which were already agreed on ; he commanded 
a body of troops, levied on purpofe in the Low- 
Countries, to advance towards Germany; he 
gave commiffions to feveral officers for raifing 
men in different parts of the empire; he warned 
John and Albert of Brandenburg, that now was 
the proper time of exerting themfelves, in order 
to refcue their ally, Henry of Brunfwick, from 
captivity f. 

All thefe things could not be tranfafted with- 
out the obfervation and knowledge of the pro- 

f S!eid. 374. Seek. iii. 658. 
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teftants. The fecret was now in many hands ; 
under whatever veil the emperor ftill affetted to 
conceal his defigns, his officers kept no fuch 
myfterious referve ; and his allies and fubjetts 
fpoke out his intentions plainly. Alarmed with 
reports of this kind from every quarter, as well 
as with the preparations for war which they 
could not but obferve, the deputies of the con- 
federates demanded audience of the emperor, 
and, in the name of their mailers, required to 
know whether thefe military preparations were 
carried on by his command, and for what end, 
and againft what enemy ? To a queftion put in 
fuch a tone, and at a time when fadls were be- 
come too notorious to be denied, it was necelfary 
to give an explicit anfwer. Charles owned the 
orders which he had iffued, and profeffing his 
purpofe not to moleft on account of religion 
thofe who Ihould aft as dutiful fubjefts; de- 
clared, that he had nothing in view but to main- 
tain the rights and prerogatives of the Imperial 
dignity, and by punilhing fome faftious members, 
to preferve the ancient conftitution of the 
empire from being impaired or diflblved by 
their irregular and licentious conduft. Though 
the emperor did not name the perfons whom he 
charged with fuch high crimes, and deftined to 
be the objefts of his vengeance, it was obvious 
that he had the eleftor of Saxony and Land- 
grave of Heffe in view. Their deputies confi- 
dering what he had faid, as a plain declaration 
of his hoftile intentions, immediately retired 
from Ratilbon®. 

S Sleid. 576. 
C C 3 The 
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The cardinal of Trent found it no difficult 

matter to treat with the pope, who having at 
length brought the emperor to adopt that plan 
which he had long recommended, affented with 
eagernefs to every article that he propofed. The 
league was figned [July 26] a few days after the 
cardinal’s arrival at Rome. The pernicious he- 
refies which abounded in Germany, the obftinacy 
of the proteftants in rejefting the holy council 
afiembled at Trent, and the neceffity of main- 
taining found do&rine, together with good order 
in the church, are mentioned as the motives of 
this union between the contrafting parties. In 
order to check the growth of thefe evils, and to 
puniih fuch as had impioufly contributed to 
fpread them, the emperor, having long and with- 
out fuccefs made trial of gentler remedies, en- 
gaged inftantly to take the field with a fufficient 
army, that he might compel all who difowned 
the council, or had apoftatized from the religion 
of their forefathers, to return into the bofom of 
the church, and fubmit with due obedience to 
the holy fee. He likewife bound himfelf not 
to conclude a peace with them during fix months 
without the pope’s confent, nor without affign- 
ing him his lhare in any conquefts which ihoukl 
be made upon them; and that even after this 
period he fhould not agree to any accommodation 
which might be detrimental to the church, or to 
the intereil of religion. On his part, the pope 
fiipulated to depoiit a large fum in the bank of 
Venice towards defraying the expence of the 
war ; to maintain, at his own charge, during 
the fpace of fix months, twelve thoufand 
foot, and five hundred horfe; to grant the em- 

peror, 
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peror, for one year, half of the ecclefiaftical re- 
venues throughout Spain ; to authorize him, by 
a bull, to alienate as much of the lands, belong- 
ing to religious houfes in that country, as would 
amount to the fum of five hundred thoufand 
crowns; and to employ not only fpiritual cen- 
fures, but military force, againft any prince who 
fliould attempt to interrupt or defeat the execu- 
tion of this treaty h. 

Notwithftanding the explicit terms in which 
the extirpation of herefy was declared to be the 
objeft of the war which was to follow upon this 
treaty, Charles Hill endeavoured to perfuade the 
Germans that he had no defign to abridge their 
religious liberty, but that he aimed only at vin- 
dicating his own authority, and repreffing the 
infolence of fuch as had encroached upon it. 
With this view, he wrote circular letters in the 
fame ftrain with his anfwer to the deputies at 
Ratifbon, to moft of the free cities, and to feve- 
ral of the princes who had embraced the pro- 
teftant doctrines. In thefe he complained loudly, 
but in general terms, of the contempt into which 
the Imperial dignity had fallen, and of the pre- 
fumptuous as well as diforderly behaviour of fome 
members of the empire. He declared that he 
now took arms, not in a religious, but in a civil 
quarrel; not to opprefs any who continued to 
behave as quiet and dutiful fubjefts, but to 
humble the arrogance of fuch as had thrown off 
all fenfe of that fubordination in which they 
were placed under him as head of the Germanic 
body. Grofs as this deception Was, and mani- 

•> Sleid. 381, Pallav. 155. Dumont CerpsDiplom. ir. 
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felt as it might have appeared to all who con- 
fidered the emperor’s conduit with attention, it 
became neceffary for him to make trial of its ef- 
feft ; and fuch was the confidence and dexterity 
with which he employed it, that he derived the 
molt folid advantages from this artifice. If he 
had avowed at once an intention of overturning 
the proteltant church, and of reducing all Ger- 
many under its former ftate of fubjeition to the 
papal fee, none of the cities of princes who had 
embraced the new opinions could have remained 
neutral after fuch a declaration, far lefs could 
they have ventured to affiit the emperor in fuch 
an enterprize. Whereas by concealing, and even 
difclaiming any intention of that kind, he not 
only faved himfelf from the danger of being 
overwhelmed by a general confederacy of all the 
proteftant Hates, but he fumilhed the timid with 
an excufe for continuing inactive, and the de- 
figning or interefted with a pretext for joining 
him, without expofing themfelves to the infamy 
of abandoning their own principles, or taking 
part openly in fuppreffing them. At the fame 
time the emperor well knew, that if, by their 
afiiltance, he were enabled to break the power 
of the eledtor of Saxony and the Landgrave, he 
might afterwards prefcribe what terms he pleafed 
to the feeble remains of a party without union, 
and deftitute of leaders, who would then re- 
gret, too late, their miftaken confidence in 
him, and their inconfiderate defertion of their 
affociates. 

The pope, by a hidden and unforefeen difplay 
of his zeal, had well nigh difconcerted this plan 
which the emperor had formed with fo much 

care 
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care and art. Proud of having been the author 
of fuch a formidable league againft the Lutheran 
herefy, and happy in thinking that the glory of 
extirpating it was referved for his pontificate, he 
publifhed the articles of his treaty with the em- 
peror, in order to demonftrate the pious inten- 
tion of their confederacy, as well as to difplay 
his own zeal, which prompted him to make fuch 
extraordinary efforts for maintaining the faith in 
its purity. Not fatisfied with this, he foon after 
iffued a bull, containing moft liberal promifes of 
indulgence to all who fhould engage in this holy 
enterprize, together with warm exhortations to 
fuch as could not bear a part in it themfelves, 
to increafe the fervour of their prayers, and the 
feverity of their mortifications, that they might 
draw down the bleffing of Heaven upon thofe 
who undertook it *. Nor was it zeal alone which 
pufhed the pope to make declarations fo incon- 
fiftent with the account which the emperor him- 
felf gave of his motives for taking arms. He 
was much fcandalized at Charles’s diffimulation 
in fuch a caufe ; at his feeming to be afhamed 
of owning his zeal for the church, and at his en- 
deavours to make that pafs for a political conteft, 
which he ought to have gloried in as a war that 
had no other objeft than the defence of religion. 
With as much folicitude, therefore, as the em- 
peror laboured to difguife the purpofe of the con- 
federacy, did the pope endeavour to publifh their 
real plan, in order that they might come at once 
to an open rupture with the proteftants, that all 
hope of reconcilement might be cut off, and that 

i Du Mont Corps Diplom. 
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Charles might be under fewer temptations, and 
have it lefs in his power than at prefent, to be- 
tray the interefts of the church by any accom- 
modation beneficial to himfelf k. 

The emperor, though not a little offended at 
the pope’s indifcretion or malice in making this 
difcovery, continued boldly to purfue his own 
plan, and to affert his intentions to be no other 
than what he had originally avowed. Several 
of the proteftant ftates, whom he had previ- 
oufly gained, thought themfelves juftified, in fom£ 
meafure, by his declarations, for abandoning 
their affociates, and even for giving afilflance to 
him. 

But thefe artifices did not impofe on the 
£ eater and founder part of the proteflant con- 

ierates. They clearly perceived it to be againfl 
the reformed religion that the emperor had taken 
arms, and that not only the fupprefiion of it, 
but the extinction of the German liberties, would 
be the certain confequence of his obtaining fuch 
an entire fuperiority as would enable him to exe- 
cute his fchemes in their full extent. They de- 
termined, therefore, to prepare for their own 
defence, and neither to renounce thofe religious 
truths, to the knowledge of which they had at- 
tained by means fo wonderful, nor to abandon 
thofe civil rights which had been tranfmitted to 
them by their anceftors. In order to give the 
neceffary directions for this purpofe, their depu- 
ties met at Ulm, foon after their abrupt depar- 
ture from Ratifbon. Their deliberations were 
now condudted with fuch vigour and unanimity, 

k F. Paul, 188. Thuan. Hift. i. 61. 
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as the imminent danger which threatened them 
required. The contingent of troops, which each 
of the confederates was to furnifh, having been 
fixed by the original treaty of union, orders were 
given for bringing them immediately into the 
field. Being fenfible, at laft, that through the 
narrow prejudices of fome of their members, and 
the imprudent fecurity of others, they had ne- 
gle&ed too long to ftrengthen themfelves by 
foreign alliances, they now applied with great 
earneltnefs to the Venetians and Swifs. 

To the Venetians they reprefented the em- 
peror’s intention of overturning the prefent fyftem 
of Germany, and of raifing himfelf to abfolute 
power in that country by means of foreign force 
furnilhed by the pope ; they warned them how 
fatal this event would prove to the liberties of 
Italy, and that by fuffering Charles to acquire un- 
limited authority in the one country, they would 
foon feel his dominion to be no Ids defpotic in 
the other; they befought them, therefore, not 
to grant a pallage through their territories to 
thofe troops, which ought to be treated as com- 
mon enemies, becaufe by fubduing Germany they 
prepared chains for the reft of Europe. Thefe 
reflections had not efcaped the fagacity of thofe 
wife republicans. They had communicated their 
fentiments to the pope, and had endeavoured to 
divert him from an alliance, which tended to 
render irrefiftible the power of a potentate, whofe 
ambition he already knew to be boundlefs. But 
they had found Paul fo eager in the profecution 
of his own plan, that he difregarded all their re- 
monftrances *. This attempt to alarm the pope 

1 Adrian! Ifloria di fuoi Tempi, Uv, v, p. 
having 



300 THE REIGN OF THE B. VIII. 

having proved unfuccefsful, they declined doing 
any thing more towards preventing the dangers 
which they forefaw ; and in return to the appli- 
cation from the confederates of Smalkalde, they 
informed them, that they could not obltrudi the 
march of the pope’s troops through an open 
country, but by levying an army ftrong enough 
to face them in the field ; and that this would 
draw upon themfelves the whole weight of his as 
well as of the emperor’s indignation. For the 
fame reafon they declined lending a fum of mo- 
ney, which the eleftor of Saxony and landgrave 
propofed to borrow of them, towards carrying 
on the war m. 

The demands of the confederates upon the 
Swifs were not confined to the obftrufting of the 
entrance of foreigners into Germany ; they re- 
quired of them, as the nearelt neighbours and 
clofeil allies of the empire, to interpofe with their 
wonted vigour for the prefervation of its liberties, 
and not to Hand as inactive fpeftators, while their 
brethren were opprelfed and enflaved. But 
with whatever zeal fome of the cantons might 
have been difpofed to aft when the caufe of the 
reformation was in danger, the Helvetic body 
was fo divided with regard to religion, as to 
render it unfafe for the proteftants to take any 
ftep without confulting their catholic aflbciates; 
and among them the emiffaries of the pope and 
emperor had fuch influence, that a refolution of 
maintaining an exaft neutrality between the con- 
tending parties, was the utmoit which could be 
procured n. 

wSleid. 381. ParutaIftor. Venet.tom.lv. f8o. Lara- 
bertus Hortenfius de Bello Germanico, apud Scardium, vol. ii. 
p. 547. B Sleid, 35a. 
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Being difappointed in both thefe applications, 

the proteftants, not long after, had recourfe to 
the kings of France and England; the approach of 
danger either overcoming the eleftor of Saxony’s 
fcruples, or obliging him to yield to the importu- 
nites of his affocidtes. The fituation of the two 
monarchs flattered them with hopes of fuccefs. 
Though hoftilities between them had continued 
for fome time after the peace of Crefpy, they 
became weary at laft of a war, attended with no 
glory or advantage to either, and had lately ter- 
minated all their differences by a peace concluded 
at Campe near Ardres. Francis having with 
great difficulty procured his allies, the Scots, to 
be included in the treaty, in return for that 
conceffion he engaged to pay a great fum, which 
Henry demanded as due to him on feveral ac- 
counts, and he left Boulogne in the hands of the 
Englifh as a pledge for his faithful performance 
of that article. But though the te-eflablifhment 
of peace feemed to leave the two monarchs at 
liberty to turn their attention towards Germany, 
fo unfortunate were the proteftants, that they 
derived no immediate advantage from this circum- 
Itance. Henry appeared unwilling to enter into 
any alliance with them, but on fuch conditions 
as would render him not only the head, but the 
fupreme direftor of their league ; a pre-eminence 
which, as the bonds of union or intereft between 
them were but feeble, and as he differed from 
them fo widely in his religious fentiments, they 
had no inclination to admit Francis, more 
powerfully inclined by political confiderations to 

0 Rymei, xv. 93. Herbert, 258. 
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afford them afiiftance, found his kingdom fo 
much exhauffed by a long war, and was fo much 
afraid of irritating the pope, by entering into 
clofe union with excommunicated heretics, that 
he durft not undertake the protection of the 
Smalkaldic league. By this' ill-timed caution, 
or by a fuperftitious deference to fcruples, to 
which at other times he was not much addicted, 
he loll the molt promifing opportunity of mor- 
tifying and diitreffing his rival, which prefented 
itfelf during his whole reign. 

But, notwithftanding their ill fuccefs in their 
negotiations with foreign courts, the confederates 
found no difficulty at home, in bringing a fuifi- 
cient force into the field. Germany abounded 
at that time in inhabitants ; the feudal inftitu- 
tions, which fubfilted in full force, enabled the 
nobles to call out their numerous vaffals, and to 
put them in motion on the fhorteft warning; 
the martial fpirit of the Germans, not broken or 
enervated by the introduction of commerce and 
arts, had acquired additional vigour during the 
continual wars in which they had been employed, 
for half a century, either in the pay of the em- 
perors or the kings of France. Upon every oppor- 
tunity of entering into fervice, they were accuf- 
tomed to run eagerly to arms ; and to every 
ilandard that was ereCted, volunteers flocked from 
all quarters P. Zeal feconded, on this occafion, 
their native ardour. Men on whom the doCtrines 
of the reformation had made that deep impref- 
fion which accompanies truth when firlt difcover- 
ed, prepared to maintain it with proportional 

p Seek. 1. iii. 161. 
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vigour; and among a warlike people it appeared 
infamous to remain inactive, when the defence 
of religion was the motive for taking arms. Ac- 
cident combined with all thefe circumftances in 
facilitating the levy of foldiers among the con- 
federates. A confiderable number of Germans 
in the pay of France, being difmiffed by the 
king on the profpedt of peace with England, 
joined in a body the ftandard of the proteftants i. 
By fuch a concurrence of caufes, they were en- 
abled to alfemble in a few weeks an army com- 
pofed of feventy thoufand foot and fifteen thou- 
fand horfe, provided with a train of an hundred 
and twenty cannon, eight hundred ammunition 
waggons, eight thoufand beafts of burden, and fix 
thouiand pioneers r. This army, one of the moll 
numerous, and undoubtedly the bell appointed, 
of any which had been levied in Europe during 
that century, did not require the united effort of 
the whole protellant body to raife it. The elec- 
tor of Saxony, the landgrave of Heffe, the duke 
of Wurtemberg, the princes of Anhalt, and the 
Imperial cities of Auglburg, Ulm, and Straf- 
burg, were the only powers which contributed 
towards this great armament: the electors of 
Cologne, of Brandenburg, and the count Pala- 

I tine, overawed by the emperor’s threats, or de- 
1 ceived by his profeffions, remained neuter. John 
1 marquis of Brandenburg Bareith, and Albert of 
t Brandenburg Anfpach, though both early con- 
■ verts to Lutheranifm, entered openly into the 
1 emperor’s fervice, under pretext of having ob- 

<1 Thuan. I. i. 68. f lb. I. i. 601. Ludovici ab 
1 Avila & Zuniga Commentariorum del Eel. Germ. lib. duo, 
1 Antw. 1550. limo. p. ij, a. 
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tained his promife for the fecurity of the proteil- 
ant religion ; and Maurice of Saxony foon fol- 
lowed their example. 

The number of their troops, as well as the 
amazing rapidity wherewith they had afiembled 
them, aftonifhed the emperor, and filled him with 
the moft difquieting apprehenfions. He was, in- 
deed, in no coudition to refill; fuch a mighty 
force. Shut up in Ratilbon, a town of no great 
ftrength, whofe inhabitants, being moftly Lu- 
therans, would have been more ready to betray 
than to aflift him, with only three thoufand Spa- 
nilh foot, who had ferved in Hungary, and about 
five thoufand Germans who had joined him from 
different parts of the empire, he mull have been 
overwhelmed by the approach of fuch a formida- 
ble army, which he could not fight, nor could 
he even hope to retreat from it in fafety. The 
pope’s troops, though in full march to his relief, 
had hardly reached the frontiers of Germany ; 
the forces which he expected from the Low- 
Countries had not yet begun to move, and were 
even far from being complete s. His fituation, 
however, called for more immediate fuccour, nor 
did it feem pradticable for him to wait for fuch dif- 
tant auxiliaries, with whom his jun&ion was fo 
precarious. 

But it happened fortunately for Charles, that 
the confederates did not avail themfelves of the 
advantage which lay fo full in their view. In 
civil wars, the firll Heps are commonly taken 
with much timidity and hefitation. Men are 
felicitous, at that time, to put on the femblance 

s Sleid. 389. Avila, 8, a. 
of 
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of moderation and equity ; they ftrive to gain 
partifans by feeming to adhere ftriftly to known 
forms ; nor can they be brought, at once, to 
violate thofe eftablilhed inftitutions, which in 
times of tranquillity they have been accuilomed 
to reverence ; hence their proceedings are often 
feeble or dilatory, when they ought to be moft 
vigorous and decifive. Influenced by thofe con- 
fiderations, which, happily for the peace of fo- 
ciety, operate powerfully on the human mind, 
the confederates could not think of throwing off 
that allegiance which they owed to the head of 
the empire, or of turning their arms againft him 
without one folemn appeal more to his candour, 
and to the impartial judgment of their fellow- 
fubje&s. For this purpofe, they addreffed a 
letter to the emperor [July 15], andamanifeito 
to all the inhabitants of Germany. The tenour 
of both was the fame. They reprefented their 
own conduft with regard to civil affairs as dutiful 
and fubmiffive ; they mentioned the inviolable 
union in which they had lived with the emperor, 
as well as the many and recent marks of his 
good-will and gratitude wherewithal they had 
been honoured ; they afferted religion to be the 
foie caufe of the violence which the emperor now 
meditated againft them ; and in proof of this 
produced many arguments to convince thofe who 
were fo weak as to be deceived by the artifices 
with which he endeavoured to cover his real in- 
tentions ; they declared their own refolution to 
rifk every thing in maintenance of their religious 
rights, and foretold the diffolution of the German 
conftitution, if the emperor fhould finally prevail 
againft them t. 

* Sleid. 384. 
d d 3 Charles, 
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Charles, though in fuch a perilous fituation 
as might have infpired him with moderate fenti- 
ments, appeared as inflexible and haughty as if 
his affairs had been in the moll profperous Hate. 
His only reply to the addrefs and manifello of 
the proteftants, was to publilh the ban of the 
empire [July 20], againft: the eleftor of Saxony 
and landgrave of Hefle, their leaders, and againlt 
all who Ihould dare to aflill them. By this fen- 
tence, the ultimate and moll rigorous one which 
the German jurifprudence has provided for the 
punilhmentof traitors, or enemies to their country, 
they were declared rebels and outlaws, and de- 
prived of every privilege which they enjoyed as 
members of the Germanic body; their goods 
were confifcated; their fubjefts abfolved from 
their oath of allegiance ; and it became not only 
lawful but meritorious to invade their territories. 
The nobles, and free cities, who framed or per- 
fedled the conftitution of the German govern- 
ment, had not been fo negligent of their own 
fafety and privileges as to trull the emperor with 
this formidable jurifdidtion. The authority of 
a diet of the empire ought to have been inter- 
pofed before any of its members could be put 
under the ban. But Charles overlooked that 
formality, well knowing that, if his arms were 
crowned with fuccefs, there would remain none 
who would have either power or courage to call 
in quellion what he had done u. The emperor 
however did not found his fentence againll the 
eledlor and landgrave on their revolt from the 

'■ SJeid. 386. Du Mont Corps Diplom iv. p. 11. 314. 
Pfeffd Hilt. Abrege du Droit Pubi. 168. 736. 158. 
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eilablifhed church, or their conduct with regard 
to religion ; lie affected to aflign for it reafons 
purely civil, and thofe too expreffed in fuch ge- 
neral and ambiguous terms, without fpecifying 
the nature or circumftances of their guilt, as 
rendered it more like an aft of defpotic power 
than of a legal and limited jurifdiftion. Nor 
was it altogether from choice, or to conceal his 
intentions, that Charles had recourfe to the am- 
biguity of general exprefiions ; but he durft not 
mention too particularly the caufes of his fen- 
tence, as every aftion which he could have charged 
upon the eleftor and landgrave as a crime, might 
have been employed with equal juftice to con- 
demn many of the proteffants whom he Hill pre* 
tended to confider as faithful fubjefts, and whom 
it would have been extremely imprudent to alarm 
or difguft. 

The confederates, now perceiving all hopes of 
accommodation to be at an end, had only to 
choofe whether they would fubmit without re- 
ferve to the emperor’s will, or proceed to open 
hoftilities. They were not deffitute either of 
public fpirit, or of refolution to make the pro- 
per choice. A few days after the ban of the 
empire was publiflied, they, according to the 
cuftorn of that age, fent a herald to the Imperial 
camp, with a folemn declaration of war againit 
Cliarles, to whom they no longer gave any other 
title than that of pretended emperor, and re- 
nounced all allegiance, homage, or duty which 
he might claim, or which they had hitherto 
yielded to him. But previous to this formality, 
part of their troops had begun to aft. The 
command of a conliderable body of men raifed by 
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the city of Augfburg having been given to Se- 
baftian Schertel, a foldier of fortune, who, by the 
booty that he got when the Imperialifts plun- 
dered Rome, together with the merit of long 
fervice, had acquired wealth and authority which 
placed him on a level with the chief of the Ger- 
man nobles: that gallant veteran refolved, before 
he joined the main body of the confederates, to 
attempt fomething fuitable to his former fame, 
and to the expeflation of his countrymen. As 
the pope’s forces were haftening towards Tyrol, 
in order to penetrate into Germany by the nar- 
row pafles through the mountains which run 
acrofs that country, he advanced thither with the 
utmoft rapidity, and feized Ehrenberg and Cuff- 
ftein, two ftrong caftles which commanded the 
principal defiles. Without Hopping a moment, 
he continued his march towards Infpruck, by 
getting poffefiion of which he would have oblig- 
ed the Italians to Hop fliort, and with a fmall 
body of men could have refifted all the efforts of 
the greateft armies. Caftlealto, the governor 
of Trent, knowing what a fatal blow this would 
be to the emperor, all whofe defigns muff have 
proved abortive if his Italian auxiliaries had 
been intercepted, railed a few troops with the 
utmoft difpatch, and threw himfelf into the 
town. Schertel, however, did not abandon the 
enterprize, and was preparing to attack the 
place, when the intelligence of the approach of 
the Italians, and an order from the eleftor and 
landgrave, obliged him to defift. By his re- 
treat the paffes w'ere left open, and the Italians 
entered Germany without any oppofition, but 
from the garrifons which Schertel had placed in 

Ehrenberg 
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Ehrenberg and Cuffftein, and thefe, having no 
hopes of being relieved, furrendered, after a (hort 
refiftance* *. 

Nor was the recalling of Schertel the only er- 
ror of which the confederates were guilty. As 
the fupreme command of their army was com- 
mitted, in terms of the league of Smalkalde, to 
the eleftor of Saxony and landgrave of Heffe 
with equal power, all the inconveniencies arifing 
from a divided and co-ordinate authority, which 
is always of fatal confequence in the operations 
of war, were immediately felt. The elector, 
though intrepid in his own perfon to excefs, 
and mod ardently zealous in the caufe, was flow 
in deliberating, uncertain as well as irrefolute in 
his determinations, and conftantly preferred mea- 
fures which were cautious and fafe, to fuch as 
were bold or decifive. The landgrave, of a more 
active and enterprifing nature, formed all his re- 
folutions with promptitude, wilhed to execute 

1 Seckend. lib. ii. 70. Adrian! Ifloria di fuoi Tempi, 
K1>- 335- 

* Seckendorf, the indultrious author of the Commentarius 
Apologeticus de Lutheranifmo, whom X have fo long and. 
feftly followed as my guide in German affairs, was a defcend- 
anc from Schertel. With the care and folicitudeof a Ger- 
man, who was himfelf of noble birth, Seckendorf has pub- 
liflred a long digreffion concerning his anceftor, calculated 
chiefly to Ihew how Schertel was ennobled, and his pofterity 
allied to many of the moft ancient families in the empire. 
Among other curious particulars, he gives us an account 
of his wealth, the chief fource of which was the plun- 
der he got at Rome. His landed eftate alone was fold by 
his grandfons for fix hundred thoufand florins. By this we 
may form fome i ea of the riches amafled by the Condottieri, 
or commanders of mercenary bands in that age. At the taking 
of Rom: Schertel was only a crptain. Seckend. lib. it. 73. 
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them with fpirit, and uniformly preferred fuch 
meafures as tended to bring the conteft to a 
fpeedy iffue. Thus their maxims, with regard 
to the conduct of the war, differed as widely as 
thofe by which they were influenced in preparing 
for it. Such perpetual contrariety in their fenti- 
ments gave rife, imperceptibly, to jealoufy and 
the fpirit of contention. Thefe multiplied the 
diflenfions flowing from the incompatibility of 
their natural tempers, and rendered them more 
violent. The other members of the league con- 
fidering themleives as independent, and fubjedt 
to the eletlor and landgrave, only in confe- 
quence of the articles of a voluntary confederacy, 
did not long retain a proper veneration for com- 
manders who proceeded with fo little concord ; 
and the numerous army of the proteflants, like a 
vafl machine whofe parts are ill compa&ed, and 
which is deftitute of any power fufficient to move 
and regulate the whole, ailed with no confiitency, 
vigour, or eficef. 

The emperor, who was afraid that, by re- 
maining at RatiPoon, he might render it impof- 
fible for the pope’s forces to join him, having 
boldly advanced to Landfhut on the Ifer, the 
confederates loll fome days in deliberating 
whether it was pioper to follow him into the 
territories of the duke of Bavaria, a neutral 
prince. When at lafl they furmounted that 
icruple, and began to move towards his camp, 
they fuddenly abandoned the deiign, and haftened 
to attack Ratifhon, in which town Charles could 
leave only a fmall garrifou. By this time the 
papal troops, amounting fully to that number 
which Paul had llipulated to furnifh, had reached 
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Landfhut, and were foon followed by fix thoufand 
Spaniards of the veteran band ftationed in Naples. 
The confederates, after Schertel’s fpirited but 
fruitlefs expedition, feem to have permitted thefe 
forces to advance unmolefted to the place of ren- 
dezvous, without any attempt to attack either 
them or the emperor feparately, or to prevent 
their junction*. The Imperial army amounted 
now to thirty-fix thoufand men, and was ftill 
more formidable by the difcipline and valour of 
the troops, than by their number. Avila, com- 
mendador of Alcar.tary, who had been prefent in 
all the wars carried on by Charles, and had ferved 
in the armies which gained the memorable victory 
at Pavia, which conquered Tunis, and invaded 
France, gives this the preference to any military 
force he had ever feen aflembled /. Octavio 
Farnefe, the pope’s grandfon, aflilled by the ableft 
officers formed in the long wars between Charles 
and Francis, commanded the Italian auxiliaries. 
His brother, the cardinal Famefe, accompanied 
him as papal legate ; and in order to give the 
war the appearance of a religious enterprize, he 
propofed to march at the head of the army, with 
a crofs carried before him, and to publifh indul- 
gences wherever he came, to all who (hould give 
them any afitftance, as had anciently been the 
practice in the crufades againfl the infidels. But 
this the emperor itrictly prohibited, as incon- 
fiflent with all the declarations which he had 
made to the Germans of his own party ; and the 
legate perceiving, to his aftonifhment, that the 

x Adrian! iftotia de fuoi Tempi, lib. v. 140. 
X Avila, 18. 

exercife 



312 THE REIGN OF THE B. VIII. 

exercife of the proteftant religion, the extirpation 
of which he coniidered as the foie objeft of the 
war, was publicly permitted in the Imperial camp, 
foon returned in difguil to Italy z. 

The arrival of thefe troops enabled the emperor 
to fend fuch a reinforcement to the garrifon at 
Ratifbon, that the confederates, relinquiihing 
all hopes of reducing that town, marched towards 
Ingoldltadt on the Danube, near to which 
Charles was now encamped. They exclaimed 
loudly againil the emperor’s notorious violation 
of the laws and conftitution of the empire, in 
having called in foreigners to lay wafte Germany 
and to oppofe its liberties. As, in that age, the 
dominion of the Roman fee was fo odious to the 
proteftants, that the name of the pope alone was 
lufficient to infpire them with horror at any en- 
terprize which he countenanced, and to raife in 
their minds the blackelt fuipicions, it came to be 
univerfally believed among them, that Paul, not 
fatisfied with attacking them openly by force of 
arms, had difperfed his emiffaries all over Ger- 
many, tofet on fire their towns and magazines, and 
to poifon the wells and fountains of water. Nor did 
this rumour, which was extravagant and fright- 
ful enough to make a deep impreifion on the 
credulity of the vulgar, fpread among them only ; 
even the leaders of the party, blinded by then- 
prejudices, publifhed a declaration, in which they 
accufed the pope of having employed fuch Anti- 
chriifian and diabolical arts againll them a. Thefe 
fentiments of the confederates were confirmed, in 

* F. Paul, ijiv £ S'.eid. 399. 
fome 
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fome meafure, by the behaviour of the papal 
troops, who, thinking nothing too rigorous to- 
wards heretics anathematized by the church, 
were guilty of great exceifes in the territories of 
the Lutheran Hates, and aggravated the calami- 
ties of war, by mingling with it all the cruelty 
of bigoted zeal. 

The firft operations in the field, however, did 
not correfpond with the violence of thofe palfions 
which animated individuals. The emperor had 
prudently taken the refolution of avoiding an 
adrion with an enemy fo far fuperior in number b, 
efpecially as he forei’aw that nothing could keep 
a body compofed of fo many and iuch difiimilar 
members from falling to pieces, but the prefling 
to attack it with an inconfiderate precipitancy^ 
The confederates, though it was no lefs evident 
that to them every moment’s delay was perni- 
cious, were Hill prevented by the weaknefs or 
diviiion of their leaders from exerting that 
vigour, with which their iituation, as well as 
the ardour of their foldiers, ought to have in- 
fpired them. On their arrival at Ingoldlladt 
[Aug. 29J,they found the emperor in a camp not 
remarkable for ftrength, and furrounded only by 
a flight entrenchment. Before the camp lay a 
plain of fuch extent, as afforded fufficient fpace 
for drawing out their whole army, and bringing 
it to adt at once. Every confideration ffrould 
have determined them to have feized this oppor- 
tuuity of attacking the emperor; and their 
great fuperiority in numbers, the eagernefs of 
their troops, together with the liability of the 

Avila, y?, a, 
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German infantry in pitched battles, afforded 
them the moft probable expectation of victory 
The landgrave urged this with great warmth, 
declaring that if the foie command were veiled 
in him, he would terminate the war on that oc- 
cafion, and decide by one general aftion the fate 
of the two parties. But the eleftor, reflecting 
on the valour and difcipline of the enemy’s 
forces, animated by the prefence of the emperor, 
and conducted by the bell officers of the age, 
would not venture upon an aCtion, which he 
thought to be fo doubtful, as the attacking fuch 
a body of veterans on ground which they them- 
felves had chofen, and while covered by forti- 
fications which, though imperfeCt, would afford 
them no fmall advantage in the combat. Not- 
withftanding his hefitation and remonftrances, it 
was agreed to advance towards the enemy’s camp 
in battle array, in order to make a trial whether 
by that infult, and by a furious cannonade which 
they began, they could draw the Imperialiils 
out of their works. But the emperor had too 
much fagacity to fall into this fnare. He adhered 
to his own fyftem with inflexible conflancy; and 
drawing up his foldiers behind their trenches, 
that they might be ready to receive the confe- 
derates if they fhould venture upon an affault, 
calmly waited their approach, and carefully re- 
ftrained his own men from any excurfions or 
flvirmifhes which might bring on a general en- 
gagement. He rode along the lines, and ad- 
dreffing the troops of the different nations in their 
own language, encouraged them not only by his 
words, but by the cheerfulnefs of his voice and 
countenance; he expofed himfelf in places of 

greatell 
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greateft danger, and amidft the warmed fire of 
the enemy’s artillery, the mod numerous that 
had hitherto been brought into the field by any 
army. Roufed by his example, not a man 
quitted his ranks ; it was thought infamous to 
difcover any fymptom of fear when the emperor 
appeared fo intrepid; and the meaned foldier 
plainly perceived, that their declining the com* 
bat at prefent was not the effeft of timidity in 
their general, but the refult of a well-grounded 
caution. The confederates, after firing feveral 
hours on the Imperialids, with more noife and 
terror than execution, feeing no profpedt of al- 
luring them to fight on equal terms, retired to 
their own camp. The emperor employed the 
night with fuch diligence in drengthening his 
works, that the confederates, returning to the 
cannonade next day, found that, though they 
had now been willing to venture upon fuch a 
bold experiment, the opportunity of making an 
attack with advantage was lod c. 

After fuch a difcovery of the feeblenefs or ir* 
refolution of their leaders, and the prudence as 
well as firmnefs of the emperor’s condmd, the 
confederates turned their whole attention to- 
wards preventing the arrival of a powerful rein- 
forcement of ten thoufand foot, and four thou- 
fand horfe, which the count de Buren was bring- 
ing to the emperor from the Low-Countries. 
But though that general had to traverfe fuch an 
extent of country ; though his route lay through 
the territories of feveral dates warmly difpofed to 

c Sleid. 395.397. Avila, 27, a. Lamb. Hortenf. ap. 
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favour the confederates ; though they were ap- 
prized of his approach, and by their iuperiority 
in numbers might eafily have detached a force 
fufficient to overpower him, he advanced with 
fuch rapidity, and by fuch well-concerted move- 
ments, while they oppofed him with fuch remiff- 
nefs, and fo little military {kill, that he condu di- 
ed this body to the Imperial camp without any 
lofs* [Sept. io]. 

Upon the arrival of the Flemings, in whom he 
placed great confidence, the emperor altered, in 
fome degree, his plan of operations, and began 
to adl more upon the offenlive, though he Hill 
avoided a battle with the utmoll induilry. He 
made himfelf mailer of Neuburg, Dillingen, and 
Donawert on the Danube ; of Nordlingen, and 
feveral other towns, fituated on the moll con- 
fiderable llreams which fall into that mighty 
river. By this he got the command of a great 
extent of country, though not without being 
obliged to engage in feveral lharp encounters, of 
which the fuccefs was various, nor without be- 
ing expofed, oftener than once, to the danger of 
being drawn into a battle. In this manner the 
whole autumn was fpent; neither party gained 
any remarkable fuperiority over the other, and 
nothing was yet done towards bringing the war 
to a period. The emperor had often foretold, 
with confidence, that difcord and the want of 
money would compel the confederates to difperfe 
that unwieldy body, which they had neither 
abilities to guide, nor funds to fupport *. 

'' Skid. 403. e Belli Smalkaldici Commemarius 
Hraeco fermone fcriptus a Joach. Cameratio, ap. Frehetum, 
vol. iii. p. 479. 
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Though he waited with impatience for the ac- 
compliihment of his predi&ion, there was no 
profpeft of that event being at hand. But he 
himfelf began to fuffer from the want of forage 
and provifions ; even the catholic provinces being 
fo much incenfed at the introduction of foreigners 
into the empire, that they furnifhed them with 
reluctance, while the camp of the confederates 
abounded with a profulion of all neceffaries, 
which the zeal of their friends in the adjacent 
countries poured in with the utmoft liberality 
and good-will. Great numbers of the Italians 
and Spaniards, unaccuitomed to the climate or 
food of Germany, were become unfit for fervice 
through ficknefsf. Confiderable arrears were 
now due to the troops, who had fcarcely re- 
ceived any money from the beginning of the cam- 
paign ; the emperor, experiencing on this, as 
well as on former occafions, that his jurifdi&ion 
was more extenfive than his revenues, and that 
the former enabled him to affemble a greater 
number of foldiers, than the latter were fufficient 
to fupport. Upon all thefe accounts, he found 
it difficult to keep his army in the field ; fome of 
his ableft generals, and even the duke of Alva 
himfelf, perfevering and obftinate as he ufually 
was in the profecutiou of every meafure, advifing 
him to difperfe his troops into winter-quarters. 
But as the arguments urged againft any plan 
which he had adopted, rarely made much impref- 
fion upon the emperor, he paid no regard to their 
opinion, and determined to continue his efforts 
in order to weary out the confederates; being 

f Camerar. ap. Freh«r. 483. 
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well affured that if he could once oblige them to 
feparate, there was little probability of their 
uniting again in a body S. Still, however, it re- 
mained a doubtful point, whether his fteadinefs 
was molt likely to fail, or their zeal to be ex- 
haufted. It was ftill uncertain which party, by 
firlt dividing its forces, would give the fuperiority 
to the other; when an unexpected event decided 
the conteft, and occafioned a fatal reverfe in the 
affairs of the confederates. 

Maurice of Saxony having infinuated himfelf 
into the emperor’s confidence, by the arts which 
have already been defcribed, no fooner faw hofti- 
lities ready to break out between the confederates 
of Smalkaldc and that monarch, than vail 
profpects of ambition began to open upon him. 
That portion of Saxony, which defcended to 
him from his anceftors, was far from fatisfying 
his afpiring mind; and he perceived with plea- 
fure the approach of civil war, as, amidft the re- 
volutions and convulfions occafioned by it, oppor- 
tunities of acquiring additional power or dignity, 
which at other times are fought in vain, prefent 
themfelves to an enterpriiing fpirit. As he was 
thoroughly acquainted with the ftate of the two 
contending parties, and the qualities of their 
leaders, he did not hefitate long in determining 
on which fide the greateft advantages were to be 
expedfed. Having revolved all thefe things in 
his own breall, and having taken his final refolu- 
tion of joining the emperor, he prudently deter- 
mined to declare early in his favour; that by the 
merit of this, he might acquire a title to a pro- 

£ Tinian 83. 
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portional recompence. With this view, he had 
repaired to Ratifbon in the month of May, under 
pretext of attending the diet; and after many 
conferences with Charles or his minifters, he, 
with the molt myfterious fecrecy, concluded a 
treaty, in which he engaged to concur in affifting 
the emperor, as a faithful fubject; and Charles, 
in return, ftipulated to bellow on him all tnfe 
fpoils of the eleftor of Saxony, his dignities as 
well as territories h. Hiltory hardly records any 
treaty that can be confidered as a more manifell 
violation of the molt powerful principles which 
ought to influence human aftions. Maurice, a 
profefied proteftant, at a time when the belief of 
religion, as well as zeal for its interefts, took 
ftrong polfeffion of every mind, binds himfelf to 
contribute his affiftance towards carrying 6n a 
war which had manifellly no other object than the 
extirpation of the proteftant doctrines. He en- 
gages to take arms againlt his father-in-law, and 
to Itrip his nearell relation of his honours and 
dominions. He joins a dubious friend againlt a 
known benefadtor, to whom his obligations were 
both great and recent. Nor was the prince who 
ventured upon all this, one of thofe audacious 
politicians, who, provided they can accomplilh 
their ends, and fecure their interelt, avowedly 
difregard the moll facred obligations, and glory 
in contemning whatever is honourable or decent. 
Maurice’s condudt, if the whole mull be afcribed 
to policy, was more artful and mallerly ; he exe- 
cuted his plan in all its parts, and yet endea- 

b Haraei Annal. Brabant, vol, i. 63S. Struvii Corp. 1048. 
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voured to preferve, in every ftep which he took, 
the appearance of what was fair, and virtuous, 
and laudable. It is probable, from his fubfequent 
behaviour, that, with regard to the proteftant 
religion at leaft, his intentions were upright, 
that he fondly trailed to the emperor’s promifes 
for its fecurity, but that, according to the fate 
of all who refine too much in policy, and who 
tread in dark and crooked paths in attempting to 
deceive others, he himfelf was, in fome degree, 
deceived. 

His firil care, however, was to keep the en- 
gagements into which he had entered with the 
emperor clofely concealed: and fo perfeft a 
mailer was he in the art of diffimulation, that 
the confederates, notwithilanding his declining 
all connexions with them, and his remarkable 
alfiduity in paying court to the emperor, feemed 
to have entertained no fufpicion of his deiigns. 
Even the eleftor of Saxony, when he marched 
at the beginning of the campaign to join his af- 
fociates, committed his dominions to Maurice’s 
protection, which he, with an infidious appear- 
ance of friendthip, readily undertook*. But 
fcarcely had the elector taken the field, when 
Maurice began to confult privately with the 
king of the Romans how to invade thofe very 
territories, with the defence of which he was en- 
trufted,’ Soon after, the emperor fent him a 
copy of the Imperial ban denounced againil the 
eleCtor and landgrave. As he was next heir to 
the former, and particularly interefted in prevent- 
ing firangers from getting his dominions into 
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their 



1546-] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 321 
their poffeffion, Charles required him, not only for 
his own fake, but upon the allegiance and duty 
which he owed to the head of the empire, in- 
flantly to feize and detain in his hands the for- 
feited eftates of the elector; warning him, at the 
fame time, that if he neglefted to obey thefe 
commands, he fliould be held as acceffary to the 
crimes of his kinfman, and be liable to the fame 
punifhment k. 

This artifice, which it is probable Maurice 
himfelf fuggefted, was employed by him in order 
that his conduft towards the eleftor might feeirt 
a matter of necefiity but not of choice, an aft 
of obedience to his fuperior, rather than a volun- 
tary invafion of the rights of his kinfman and 
ally. But in order to give fome more fpecious 
appearance to this thin veil with which he en- 
deavoured to cover his ambition, he, foon after 
his return from Ra^ilbon, had called together 
the ftates of his country ; and reprefenting to 
them that a civil war between the emperor and 
confederates of Smalkalde was now become una- 
voidable, defired their advice with regard to the 
part which he fliould aft in that event. They 
having been prepared, no doubt, and tutored be- 
forehand, and being defirous of gratifying their 
prince, whom they efteemed as well as loved, gave 
fuch counfel as they knew would be moll agree- 
able ; advifing him to offer his mediation to- 
wards reconciling the contending parties ; but if 
that were rejefted, and he could obtain proper 
fecurity for the proteflant religion, they delivered 
it as their opinion, that, in all other points, he 
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ought to yield obedience to the emperor. Upon! 
receiving the Imperial refcript, together with the 
ban againft the eleftor and landgrave, Maurice 
fummoned the Hates of his country a fecond 
time ; he laid before them the orders which he 
had received, and mentioned the punilhment with 
which he was threatened in cafe of difobedience ; 
he acquainted them, that the confederates had 
refufed to admit of his mediation, and that the 
emperor had given him the moft fatisfaftory de- 
clarations with regard to religion ; he pointed 
out his own interell in fecuring poflelfion of the 
eleftoral dominions, as well as the danger of 
allowing Itrangers to obtain an eftablilhment in 
Saxony ; and upon the whole, as the point under: 
deliberation refpedted his fubjefts no lefs than 
himfelf, he defired to know their fentiments, how, 
he fliould fleer in that difficult and arduous con- 
jundlure. The Hates, no lefs obfequious and 
complaifant than formerly, profeffing their own 
reliance on the emperor’s promifes as a perfedl 
fecurity for their religion, propofed that, before 
he had recourfe to more violent methods, they 
would write to the eleftor, exhorting him, as the 
beH means, not only of appealing the emperor, 
but of preventing his dominions from being feized 
by foreign or hoflile powers, to give his confent 
that Maurice fhould take poffeffion of them 
quietly and without oppofition. Maurice him- 
felf feconded their arguments in a letter to the 
landgrave, his father-in-law. Such an extrava- 
gant propofition was rejected with the fcorn and 
indignation which it deferved. The landgrave, 
in return to Maurice, taxed him with his trea- 
chery and ingratitude towards a kinfman to 
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whom he was fo deeply indebted; he treated 
with contempt his affectation of executing the 
Imperial ban, which he could not but know to 
be altogether void by the unconftitutional and 
arbitrary manner in which it had been iffued ; 
he befought him, not to fuffer himfelf to be fo 
far blinded by ambition, as to forget the obliga- 
tions of honour and friendihip, or to betray the 
proteftant religion, the extirpation of which out 
of Germany, even by the acknowledgment of 
the pope himfelf, was the great objeft of the pre- 
fent war *. 

But Maurice had proceeded too far to be di- 
verted from purfuing his plan by reproaches or 
arguments. Nothing now remained but to exe- 
cute with vigour, what he had hitherto carried 
on by artifice and difiimulation. Nor was his 
boldnefs in aCtion inferior to his fubtlety in con- 
trivance. Having affembled about twelve thou- 
fand men, he fuddenly invaded one part of the 
electoral provinces, while Ferdinand, with an army 
compoied of Bohemians and Hungarians, over- 
ran the other. Maurice, in two fliarp encounters, 
defeated the troops which the elector had left 
to guard his country ; and improving thefe ad- 
vantages to the utmoft, made himfelf mafter of 
all the electorate, except Wittemberg, Gotha, and 
Jtifenach, which being places of confiderable 
ftrength, and defended by fufficient garrifons, 
refufed to open their gates. The news of thefe 
rapid conquefts foon reached the Imperial and 
confederate camps. In the former, fatisfaCtion 
with an event, which it was forefeen would be 

1 Sleid. 405, &c. Thuan. 85. Camerar. 484. 
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productive of the molt important confequences, 
was expreffed by every pofiible demonllration of 
joy. The latter was filled with aftonifhment and > 
terror. The name of Maurice was mentioned 
with execration, as an apollate from religion, a 
betrayer of the German liberty, and a contemner j 
of the molt facred and natural ties. Every thing \ 
that the rage or invention of the party could t 
fuggelt, in order to blacken and render him ( 
odious, inveCtives, fatires, and lampoons, the'( 
furious declamations of their preachers, together 
with the rude wit of their authors, were all em- j 
ployed agai&ft him. While he, confiding in the 
arts which he had fo long praCtifed, as if his 
aCtions could have admitted of any ferious juitifi-. 
cation, publilhed a manifelto, containing the 
fame frivolous reafons for his conduCt, which he 
had formerly alleged in the meeting of his Hates, 
and in his letter to the landgrave m. 

The eleCtor, upon the firlt intelligence of Mau- 
rice’s motions, propofed to return home with his ; 
troops for the defence of Saxony. But the de- 
puties of the league, affembled at Elm, prevailed 
on him,, at that time, to remain with the army, 
and to prefer the fuccefs of the common caufe 
before the fecurity of his own dominions. At 
length the fufferings and complaints of his fub- 
jeCts increafed fo much, that he difeovered the 1 

utmoll impatience to fet out, in order to refeue 
them from the opprelfion of Maurice, and from 
the cruelty of the Hungarians, who, having been 
accultomed to that licentious and mercilefs fpecies 
of war which was thought lawful again It the 
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Turks, committed, wherever they came, the 
wildeit a£ts of rapine and violence. This defire 
of the eledfor was fo natural and fo warmly urged, 
that the deputies at Ulm, though fully fenfible 
of the unhappy confequences of dividing their 
army, durit not refufe their confent, how un- 
willing foever to grant it. In this perplexity 
they repaired to the camp of the confederates at 
Giengen, on the Brenz, in order to confult their 
conftituents. Nor were they lefs at a lofs what 
to determine in this preffing emergence. But, 
after having confidered ferioufly the open defer- 
tion of fome of their allies ; the fcandalous luke- 
warmnefs of others, who had hitherto contributed 
nothing towards the war; the intolerable load 
which had fallen of confequence upon fuch mem- 
bers as were mod zealous for the caufe, or moll 
faithful to their engagements ; the ill fuccefs of 
all their endeavours to obtain foreign aid; the 
unufual length of the campaign ; the rigour of 
the feafon ; together with the great number of 
foldiers, and even officers, who had quitted the 
fervice on that account; they concluded that 

! nothing could fave them, but either the bringing 
the conteft to the immediate deciiion of a battle, 
by attacking the Imperial army, or an accommo- 
dation of all their differences with Charles by a 

I treaty. Such was the defpondency and dejedtion 
which now oppreffed the party, that of thefe 
two they chofe what was molt feeble and un- 
manly, empowering a minifter of the eledtor of 
Brandenburg to propound overtures of peace in 
their name to the emperor. 

No fooner did Charles perceive this haughty 
| confederacy, which had fo lately threatened to 
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drive him out of Germany, condefcending to 
make the firfl advances towards an agreement, 
than concluding their fpirit to be gone, or their ; 
union to be broken, he immediately alfumed the ‘ 
tone of a conqueror; and, as if they had been 
already at his mercy, would not hear of a nego- 
tiation, but upon condition that the eleftor of 
Saxony Ihould previoully give up himfelf and his j 
dominions abfolutely to his difpofalAs no- ' 
thing more intolerable or ignominious could have 
been prefcribed, even in the worlt fituation of j 
their affairs, it is no wonder that this propofition ! 
Ihould be rejefted by a party, which was rather 
humbled and difconcerted than fubdued. But j 
though they refufed to fubmit tamely to the em- j 
peror’s will, they wanted fpirit to purfue the 
only plan which could have preferved their inde- , 
pendence ; and forgetting that it was the union 
of their troops in one body which had hitherto 
rendered the confederacy formidable, and had 
more than once obliged the Impcrialills to think 
of quitting the field, they inconiiderately aban- 
doned this advantage, which, in fpite of the di- 
verfion in Saxony, would Hill have kept the em- ! 

peror in awe ; and yielding to the eledtor’s en- 
treaties, confented to his propofal of dividing 
the army. Nine thoufand men were left in the ' 
dutchy of Wurtemberg, in order to protedf that 
province, as well as the free cities of Upper 
Germany ; a confiderable body marched with the 
eledfor towards Saxony ; but the greater pait f 
returned with their refpeftive leaders into their 
own countries, and were difperied there 
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The moment that the troops feparated, the 
confederacy ceafed to be the object of terror ; 
and the members of it, who, while they compofed 
part of a great body, had felt but little anxiety 
about their own fecurity, began to tremble when 
they reflefted that they now Hood expofed fingly 
to the whole weight of the emperor’s vengeance. 
Charles did not allow them leifure to recover 
from their conflernation, or to form any new 
fchemes of union. As foon as the confederates 
began to retire, he put his army in motion, and 
though it was now the depth of winter, he re- 
folved to keep the field, in order to make the 
moft of that favourable juncture for which he 
had waited fo long. Some fmall towns in which 
the proteftants had left garrifons, immediately 
opened their gates. Norlingen, Rotenberg, and 
Hall, Imperial cities, fubmitted foon after. 
Though Charles could not prevent the elector 
from levying, as he retreated, large contribu- 
tions upon the archbithop of Mentz, the abbot 
of Fulda, and other eccLfiaftics p, this was more 
than balanced by the fubmiffion of Ulm, one of 
the chief cities of Suabia, highly dillinguiihed 
by its zeal for the Smalkaldic league. As foon 
as an example was fet of deferting the common 
caufe, the reft of the members became inftantly 
impatient to follow it, and feemed afraid left 
others, by getting the ftart of them in ret urning 
to their duty, ihould, on that account, obtain 
more favourable terms. The debtor I '-nine, a 
weak prince, who, notwithftanding his profef- 
fions of neutrality, had, very prepofterouilv, fent 

p Thuan. 88. 
FEZ to 
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to the confederates four hundred horfe, a body 
fo inconfiderable as to be fcarcely any addition to 
their ftrength, but great enough to render him 
guilty in the eyes of the emperor, made his ac- 
knowledgments in the moll abjedt manner. The 
inhabitants of Augiburg, lhaken by fo many in- 
ftances of apoftacy, expelled the brave Schertel 
out of their city, and accepted fuch conditions as 
the emperor was pleafed to grant them. 

1547.] The duke of Wurtemburg, though 
among the firft who had offered to fubmit, was 
obliged to fue for pardon on his knees ; and even 
after this mortifyinghumiliation, obtained it with 
difficulty i. Memmingen, and other free cities in 
the circle of Suabia, being now abandoned by all 
their former affociates, found it neceffary to pro- 
vide for their own fafety, by throwing them- 
felves on the emperor’s mercy. Stiafburg and 
Frankfort on the Maine, cities far remote from 
the feat of danger, difeovered no greater fteadi- 
nefs than thofe which lay more expofed. Thus 
a confederacy, lately fo powerful as to fhake the 
Imperial throne, fell to pieces, and was diffolved 
in the fpace of a few weeks ; hardly any member 
of that formidable combination now remaining 
in arms, but the eleftor and landgrave, to 
whom the emperor, having from the beginning 
marked them out as victims of his vengeance, was 
at no pains to offer terms of reconciliation. Nor 
did he grant thofe who fubmitted to him a ge- 
nerous and unconditional pardon. Confcious of 
his own fuperiority, he treated them both with 
haughtinefs and rigour. All the princes in 

q Mem. de Ribier, tom. 1.589. 
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perfon, and the cities by their deputies, were 
compelled to implore mercy in the humble pof- 
ture of fupplicants. As the emperor laboured’ 
under great difficulties from the want of money, 
he impofed heavy fines upon them, which he 
levied with, moft rapacious exa&nefs. The 
duke of Wurtemberg paid three hundred thou- 
fand crowns ; the city of Augffiurg an hundred 
and fifty thoufand ; Ulm an hundred thoufand ; 
Frankfort eighty thoufand ; Memmingen fifty 
thoufand ; and the reft in proportion to their 
abilities, or their different degrees of guilt. 
They were obliged, befides, to renounce the 
league of Smalkalde ; to furniffi alliftance, if re- 
quired, towards executing the Imperial ban 
againft the elcclor and landgrave ; to give up 
their artillery and warlike ftores to the emperor ; 

! to admit garrifons into their principal cities and 
| places of ftrength ; and, in this difarmed and 
! dependent fituation, to expeft the final award 
1 which the emperor ffiould think proper to prc- 
i nounce when the war came to an iffue But, 
• amidft the great variety of articles dictated by 
1 Charles on this occafion, he, in conformity to his 
1 original plan, took care that nothing relating to 
1 religion ffiould be inferted ; and to fuch a degree 
1 were the confederates humbled or overawed, that, 
1 forgetting the zeal which had fo long animated 
i them, they were folicitous only about their own 
! fafety, without venturing to infill on a point, 
1 the mention of which they faw the emperor avoid - 
a ing with fo much induftry. The inhabitants of 

r Sleid. 411, &c. Thuan. lib. iv. p. 125. Mem. de 
' Ribier, cum. i. 606. 
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Memmingen alone made fome feeble efforts to 
procure a promife of proteftion in the exercife 
of their religion, but were checked fo feverely 
by the Imperial minifters, that they inftantly fell 
from their demand. 

The eleftor of Cologne, whom, notwithftand- 
ing the fentence of excommunication iffued 
againft him by the pope, Charles had hitherto 
allowed to remain in pofTeffion of the archiepif- 
copal fee, being now required by the emperor 
to fubmit to the cenfures of the church, this 
virtuous and difintereiled prelate, unwilling to 
expofe his fubjefts to the miferies of war on his 
own account, voluntarily refigned that high dig- 
nity [Jan. 25]. With a moderation becoming 
his age and charafter, he chofe to enjoy truth, 
together with the exercife of his religion, in 
the retirement of a private life, rather than to 
difturb fociety by engaging in a doubtful and 
violent Itruggle in order to retain his office s. 

During thefe tranfadlions, the ele&or of 
Saxony reached the frontiers of his country 
unmolelted. As Maurice could affemble no force 
equal to the army which accompanied him, he, 
In a fhort time, not only recovered poffeffion of 
his own territories, but over-ran Mifnia, and 
dripped his rival of all that belonged to him, ex- 
cept Drefden and Leipfic, which, being towns 
of fome drength, could not be fuddenly reduced. 
Maurice, obliged to quit the field, and to ffiut 
himfelf up in his capital, difpatched courier after 
Courier to the emperor, reprefenting his danger- 
ous fituation, and foliciting him with the mod 

* Skid. 418. Tinian, lib. iv, 128. 
earned 
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earneft importunity to march immediately to his 
relief. But Charles, bufy at that time in pre- 
fcribing terms to fuch members of the league as 

i were daily returning to their allegiance, thought it 
I fufficient to detach Albert marquis of Branden- 
I butg-Anfpach with three thoufand men to his 
! afiiltance. Albert, though an enterpriling and 
1 active officer, was unexpectedly furprifed by the 

eleCtor, who killed many of his troops, diiperf- 
ed the remainder, and took him prifoner *. 
Maurice continued as much expofed as formerly ; 
and if his enemy had known how to improve the 
opportunity which prefented itfelf, his ruin mull 
have been immediate and unavoidable. But the 
elector, no lefs flow and dilatory when inverted 
with the foie command, than he had been for- 
merly when joined in authority with a partner, 
never gave any proof of military adlivity but in 
this enterprife againft Albert. Inftead of march- 
ing diredtly towards Maurice, whom the defeat 
of his ally had greatly alarmed, he inconfiderately 
liftened to overtures of accommodation, which 
his artful antagonift propofed with no other in- 
tention than to amufe him, and to flacken the 
vigour of his operations. 

Such, indeed, was the pofture of the emper 
ror’s affairs, that he could not march inftantly 
to the relief of his ally. Soon after the fepara- 
tion of the confederate army, he, in order to 
eafe himfelf of the burden of maintaining a fuper- 
fluous number of troops, had difmifled the count 
of Buren with his Flemings u, imagining that the 

* Avila, 99. 6. Mem. de Ribier, tom. i. 620. 
u Avila, 83. 6. Mem.de Ribier, tom. i. 592. 
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Spaniards and Germans, together with the papal 
forces, would be fully fufficient to crufh any 
degree of vigour that yet remained among the 
members of the league. But Paul, growing 
wife too late, began now to difcern the impru- 
dence of that meafure from which the more 
fagacious Venetians had endeavoured in vain to 
dmuade him. The rapid progrefs of the Im- 
perial arms, and the eafe with which they had 
broken a combination that appeared no lefs firm 
than powerful, opened his eyes at length, and 
made him not only forget all the advantages 
which he had expected from fuch a complete 
triumph over herefy, but placed, in the ftrongeft 
light, his own impolitic conduft, in having con- 
tributed towards acquiring forCharles fuch an im- 
menfe increafe of power, as would enable him, after 
oppreffing the liberties of Germany, to give law 
with abfolute authority to all the ftates of Italy. 
The moment that he perceived his error, he en- 
deavoured to correft it. Without giving the 
emperor any warning of his intention, he ordered 
Farnefe, his grandfon, to return inftantly to Italy 
with all the troops under his command, and at 
the fame time recalled the licence which he had 
granted Charles, of appropriating to his own 
ufe a large fhare of the church lands in Spain. 
He was not deftitute of pretences to jultify this 
abrupt defertion of his ally. The term of fix 
months, during which the ftipulations in their 
treaty were to continue in force, was now ex- 
pired ; the league, in oppofition to which their 
alliance had been framed, feemed to be entirely 
diffipated ; Charles, in all his negotiations with 
the princes and cities which had iubmitted to his 
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will, had neither confulted the pope, nor had 
allotted him any part of the conquefts which he 
had made, nor had allowed him any (hare in the 
vail contributions which he had railed. He had 
not even made any provifion for the fupprefiion 
of herefy, or the re-eftablilhment of the catholic 
religion, which were Paul’s chief inducements to 
bellow the treafures of the church fo liberally in 
carrying on the war. Thefe colours, however fpe- 
cious, did not conceal from the emperor that fecret 
jealoufy which was the true motive of the pope’s 
conduit. But as Paul’s orders with regard to 
the march of his troops were no lets peremp- 
tory than unexpected, it was impoflible to pre- 
vent their retre. t. Charles exclaimed loudly 
againll his tread try, in abandoning him fo un- 
feafonably, while he was profecuting a war un- 
dertaken in obedience to the papal injunctions* 
and from which, if fuccefsful, fo much honour 
and advantage would redound to the church. To 
complaints he added threats and expollulations. 
But Paul remained inflexible; his troops conti- 
nued their march towards the ecclefiaitical Hate ; 
and in an elaborate memorial, intended as an 
apology for his conduCt, he dil'covered new and 
more manifelt fymptoms of alienation from the 
emperor, together with a deep-rooted dread of 
his power*. Charles, weakened by the with- 
drawing of fo great a body from his army, which 
was already much diminilhed by the number of 
garrifons that he had been obliged to throw into 
the towns which had capitulated, found it ne- 
ceflary to recruit his forces by new levies, be- 

x F. Paul. 208. Pallavic. par. U, p. 5. Thuan. 126. 
fore 
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fore he could venture to inarch in perfon towards 
Saxony. 

The fame and fplendour of his fuccefs could 
not have failed of attrafting fuch multitudes of 
foldiers into his fervice from all the extenfive 
territories now fubjedt to his authority, as mull 
have foon put him in a condition of taking the 
field againft the eledlor; but the hidden and 
violent eruption of a confpiracy at Genoa, as 
well as the great revolutions which that event, 
extremely myfterious in its firit appearances, 
feemed to portend, obliged him to avoid en- 
tangling himfelf in new operations in Germany, 
until he had fully difcovered its fource and ten- 
dency. The form of government which had 
been eftablifhed in Genoa, at the time when 
Andrew Doria reftored liberty to his country, 
though calculated to obliterate the memory of 
former diffentions, and received at frit with eager 
approbation, did not, after a trial of near twenty 
years, give univerfal fatisfaclion to thofe turbu- 
lent and factious republicans. As the entire 
adminiilration of affairs was now lodged in a cer- 
tain number of noble families, many, envying 
them that pre-eminence, wifhed for the reltitu- 
tion of a popular government, to which they 
had been accuftomed ; and though all reverenced 
the dilinterefted virtue of Doria, and admired 
his talents, not a few were jealous of that af- 
cendant which he had acquired in the councils 
of the commonwealth. His age, however, his 
moderation, and his love of liberty, afforded 
ample fecurity to his countrymen that he would 
not abufe his power, nor ftain the clofe of his 
days by attempting to overturn that fabric, 

which 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. I547-] 33!T 
which it had been the labour and pride of his 
life to erecf. But the authority and influence 
which in his hands were innocent, they eafily faw 

i would prove dellructive, if ufurped by any citi- 
Izen of greater ambition, or lefs virtue. A citi- 

zen of this dangerous character had aftually 
formed fuch pretenfions, and with fome profpedt 

9 of fuccefs. Giannetino Doria, whom his grand 
i) uncle Andrew deilined to be the heir of his pri- 
v vate fortune, aimed likewife at being his fuccef- 

for in power. His temper, haughty, infolent, 
and overbearing to fuch a degree as would hardly 
have been tolerated in one born to reign, was 
altogether infupportable in the citizen of a free 
ftate. The more fagacious among the Genoefe 
already feared and hated him as the enemy of 
thofe liberties for which they were indebted to 
his uncle. While Andrew himfelf, blinded by 
that violent and undifcerning affection which 
perfons in advanced age often contract for the 
younger members of their family, fet no bounds 
to the indulgence with which he treated him ; 
feeming lefs felicitous to fecure and perpetuate 
the freedom of the commonwealth, than to ag- 
grandize that undeferving kinfman. 

But whatever fufpicion of Doria’s defigns, or 
whatever diflatisfadtion with the fyltem of admi- 
niflration in the commonwealth, thefe circum- 
ftances might have occaiioned, they would have 
ended, it is probable, in nothing more than 
murmurings and complaints, if John Lewis 
Fiefco count of Lavagna, obferviiig this growing 

fil difguft, had not been encouraged by it to attempt 
one of the boldefl actions recorded in hiftory.. 

!' That young nobleman, the richeit and moft il- 
: . luftrious 

I 
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luftrious fubjeft in the republic, poffeiTed, in an 
eminent degree, all the qualities which win upon 
the human heart, which command refpeft, or fe- 
cure attachment. He was graceful and majeftic 
in his perfon; magnificent even to profufion ; 
of a generofity that anticipated the wilhes of 
his friends, and exceeded the expe&ations of 
ftrangers ; of an infinuating addrefs, gentle man- 
ners, and a flowing affability. But under the 
appearance of thefe virtues, which feemed to 
form him for enjoying and adorning focial life, 
he concealed all the difpofitions which mark men 
out for taking the lead in the moft dangerous and 
dark confpiracies; an infatiable and reftlefs am- 
bition, a courage unacquainted with fear, and a 
mind that difdained fubordination. Such a temper 
could ill brook that ftation of inferiority, where- 
in he was placed in the republic ; and as he envied 
the power which the elder Doria had acquired, 
he was filled with indignation at the thoughts of 
its defcending, like an hereditary poffeffion, to 
Giannetino. Thefe various pafiions, preying 
with violence on his turbulent and afpiring 
mind, determined him to attempt overturning 
that domination to which he could not fub- 
mit. 

As the moft effeftual method of accomplifhing 
this, he thought at firft of forming a connexion 
with Francis, and even propofed it to the French 
ambaffador at Rome ; and after expelling Doria, 
together with the Imperial fafiion, by his afiift- 
ance, he offered to put the republic once more 
under the protection of that monarch, hoping in 
return for that fervice to be entrulled with the 
principal fliare in the adminiftration of govern- 

2 ment. 
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ment. But having communicated his fcheme to 
a few chofen confidents, from whom he kept 
nothing fecret, Verrina, the chief of them, a 
man of defperate fortune, capable alike of ad- 
vifing and executing the moil audacious deeds, 
remonftrated with earneitnefs againfl the folly of 
expofing himfelf to the molt imminent danger, 
while he allowed another to reap all the fruits of 
his fuccefs; and exhorted him warmly to aim 
himfelf at that pre-eminence in his country, to 
which he wras deltined by his illultrious birth, was 
called by the voice of his fellow-citizens, and 
would be raifed by the zeal of his friends. This 
dilcourfe opened fuch great profpedts to Fiefco, 
and fo fuitable to his genius, that abandoning 
his own plan, he eagerly adopted that of Verrina. 
The other perfons prefent, though feniible of 
the hazardous nature of the undertaking, did 
not choofe to condemn what their patron had fo 
warmly approved. It was inftantly refolved, in 

1 this dark cabal, to alfaffinate the tw'o Dorias, as 
1 well as the principal perfons of their party, to 
overturn the eftablilhed fyftem of government, 
and to place Fiefco on the ducal throne of 

. Genoa. Time, however, and preparations were 
requifite to ripen fuch a defign for execution ; 

land while he was employed in carrying on thefe, 
.Fiefco made it his chief care to guard again!! 
every thing that might betray his fecret, or create 

lfufpicion. The difguife he affumed, was of all 
others the moll impenetrable. He feemed to be 
abandoned entirely to pleafure and diflipation. 
A perpetual gaiety, diverfilied by the purfuit of 
all the amufements in which perfons of his age 
and rank are apt to delight, engroffed, in ap- 

vo.L. ni. c c pearance, 
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pearance, the whole of his time and thoughts. 
But amidft this hurry of diffipation, he profecuted 
his plan with the moll cool attention, neither 
retarding the delign by a timid hefitation, nor 
precipitating the execution by an excefs of im- 
patience. He continued his correfpondence 
with the French ambalfador at Rome, though 
without communicating to him his real inten- 
tions, that by his means he might fecure the 
proteftion of the French arms, if hereafter he 
ihould find it neceffary to call them in to his aid. 
He entered into a dole confederacy with Farnefe 
duke of Parma, who being difgufted with the 
emperor for refufing to grant him the inveftiture 
of that dutchy, was eager to promote any mea- 
fure that tended to diminifh his influence in Italy, 
or to ruin a family fo implicitly devoted to him 
as that of Doria. Being fenfible that, in a mar- 
ritime Hate, the acquifition of naval power was 
what he ought chiefly to aim at, he purchafed 
four gallies from the pope, who probably was 
not unacquainted with the defign which he had 
formed, and did not difapprove of it. Under 
colour of fitting out one of thefe gallies to fail 
on a cruife againft the Turks, he not only 
aflembled a good number of his own vaffals, but 
engaged in his fervice many bold adventurers, 
whom the truce between the emperor and Soly- 
man had deprived of their ulual occupation and 
fubfiftence. 

While Fiefco was taking thefe important fteps, 
he preferred fo admirably his ufual appearance of 
being devoted entirely to pleafure and amufe- 
ment, and paid court with fuch artfnl addrefs 
to the two Dorias, as impofed not only on the 

v m generous 
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generous and unfufpicious mind of Andrew, but 
deceived Giannetino, who, confcious of his own 
criminal intentions, was more apt to diftruft the 
deligns of others. So many inftruments being 
now prepared, nothing remained but to ftrike 
the blow. Various confultations were held by 
Fiefco with his confidents, in order to fettle the 
manner of doing it with the greateft certainty 
and effeft. At iirft, they propofed to murder 

!the Dorias and their chief adherents, during the 
celebration of high mafs in the principal church ; 

: but, as Andrew' was often abfent from religious 
folemnities on account of his great age, that de- 

Ifig^was laid alide. It was then concerted that 
I Fiefco fhould invite the uncle and nephew', w'ith 
I all their friends whom he had marked out as 
viftims, to his houfe; where it would be eafy 

k to cut them off at once without danger or refift- 
j ance ; but as Giannetino was obliged to leave 

> the town on the day which they had chofen, it 
c became neceffary likew'ife to alter this plan. 
I They at lail determined to attempt by open force, 
/.what they found difficult to effect by ftratagem, 
u and fixed on the night between the fecond and 

third of January, for the execution of their en- 
terprize. The time was chofen with great pro- 

- priety ; for as the doge of the former year was to 
; quit his office, according to cuftom, on the firft 

t( of the month, and his fucceffbr could not be 
i: elefted fooner than the fourth, the republic re- 
rrmained during that interval in a fort of anarchy, 
:.and Fiefco might with lefs violence take poffef- 

fion of the vacant dignity. 
The morning of that day Fiefco employed in 

it ^ifiting his friends, paffing fome hours among 
G G 2 them 
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them with a fpirit as gay and unembarraffed as at 
other times. Towards evening, he paid court to 
the Dorias with his ufual marks of refpeft, and 
furveying their countenance and behaviour with 
the attention natural in his fituation, was happy 
to obferve the perfect fecurity in which they re- 
mained, without the leaft forefight or dread of 
that ftorm which had been fo long a gathering, 
and was now ready to burft over their heads. 
From their palace he haftened to his own, which 
Hood by itfelf in the middle of a large court, fur- 
rounded by a high wall. The gates had been fet 
open in the morning, and all perfons, without 
diftindtion, were allowed to enter, but llrong 
guards polled within the court fuffered no one to 
return. Verrina, meanwhile, and a few perfons 
trulled with the fecret of the confpiracy, after 
conducing Fiefco’s vaffals, as well as the crews 
of his gallics, into the palace in fmall bodies, with 
as little noife as poffible, difperfed themfelves 
through the city, and, in the name of their 
patron, invited to an entertainment the principal 
citizens whom they knew to be difgulled with 
the adminiifration of the Dorias, and to have 
inclination as well as courage to attempt a 
change in the government. Of the vaft num- 
ber of perfons who now filled the palace, a few 
only knew for what purpofe they were af- 
fembled; the reft, aftonilhed at finding, inftead 
pf the preparations for a feaft, a court crowded 
with armed men, and apartments filled with 
the inflruments of war, gazed on each other 
with a mixture of curioiity, impatience, and 
terror. 

While 
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While their minds were in this ftate of fuf- 

1 penfe and agitation, Fiefco appeared. With a 
' look full of alacrity and confidence, he addreffed 

himfelf to the perfons of chief dillinftion, telling 
them, that they were not now called to partake 

:of the pleafure of an entertainment, but to join 
r in a deed of valour, which would lead them to 
(i liberty and immortal renown. He fet before 
f their eyes the exorbitant as well as intolerable au- 
; thority of the elder Doria, which the ambition of 

Giannetino, and the partiality of the emperor to a 
c family more devoted to him than to their country, 
■ was about to enlarge and to render perpetual. 
I This unrighteous dominion, continued -he, you 
;r have it now in your power to fubvert, and to dla- 
• bin'll the freedom ot your country on a firm bafis. 
I The tyrants mull be cut off. I have taken the 

rr moil effectual meafures for this purpofe. My 
b affociates are numerous. I can depend on allies 
nand protectors if neceffary. Happily, the tyrants 
II are as fecure as I have been provident. Their 
k infolent contempt of their countrymen has 
; banifhed the fufpicion and timidity which 
b ufually render the guilty quickfighted to difeern, 
(las well as fagacious to guard againft the ven- 

geance w'hich they deferve. They will now feel 
the blow', before they fufpeft any hoftile hand 
to be nigh. Let us then fally forth, that we 

(i may deliver our country by one generous effort, 
& almoft unaccompanied with danger, and certain 

of fuccefs. Thefe words, uttered with that ir- 
- refiftible fervour which animates the mind w'hen 
1 roufed by great objects, made the defired im- 
. preffion on the audience. Fiefco’s vaffals, ready 
I to execute whatever their mailer Ihould com- 

c g 3 mand, 
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mand, received his difcourfe with a murmur of 
applaufe. To many whofe fortunes were deipe- 
rate, the licenfe and confufion of an infurredtiou 
afforded an agreeable profpect. Thofe of higher 
rank and more virtuous fentiments, durft not 
difcover the furprife or horror with which they 
were ftruck at the propofal of an enterprize no 
lefs unexpended than atrocious ; as each of them 
imagined the other to be in the fecret of the con- 
fpiracy, and faw himfelf furrounded by perfons 
who waited only a fignal from their leader to per- 
petrate the greateil crime. With one voice 
then all applauded, or feigned to applaud, the 
undertaking, 

Fiefco having thus fixed and encouraged his 
affociates, before he gave them his lafl orders, he 
haltened for a moment to the apartment of his 
wife, a lady of the noble houfe of Cibo, whom 
he loved with tender afFedfion, and whofe beauty 
and virtue rendered her worthy of his love. The 
noife of the armed men who crowded the court 
and palace, having long before this reached her 
ears, fhe concluded fome hazardous enterprize to 
be in hand, and fhe trembled for her hufband. 
He found her in all the anguifh of uncertainty 
and fear; and, as it was now impoffible to keep 
his defign concealed, he informed her of what 
he had undertaken. The profpecl of a fcene fo 
full of horror as well as danger, completed her 
agony ; and foreboding immediately in her mind 
the fatal iffue of it, (lie endeavoured, by her tears, 
her entreaties, and her defpair, to divert him 
from his purpofe. Fiefco, after trying in vain 
to footh and to infpire her with hope, broke 
from a fituation into which an excefs of tender- 

nefs 
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nefs had unwarily feduced him, though it could 
not fhake his refolution. “ Farewell,” he cried, 
as he quitted the apartment, “ you lhall either 
never fee me more, or you lhall behold to- 
morrow every thing in Genoa fubjedl to your 
power.” 

As foon as he rejoined his companions, he al- 
lotted each his proper ftation: fome were ap- 
pointed to affault and feize the different gates 
of the city ; fome to make themfelves mafteis of 
the principal ftreets or places of ftrength : Fiefco 
referved for himfelf the attack of the harbour 
where Doria’s gallies were laid up, as the poll of 
chief importance, and of greateft danger. It was 
now midnight, and the citizens flept in the fe- 
Curity of peace, when this band of confpirators, 
numerous, defperate, and well armed, rufhed 
out to execute their plan. They furprifed fomc 
of the gates, without meeting with any refiftance. 
They got poffefhon of others after a fharp con- 
flict with the foldiers on guard. Verrina, with 
the galley which had been fitted out againfl the 
Turks, blocked up the mouth of the Darfena 
or little harbour where Doria’s fleet lay. All 
poffibility of efcape being cut off by this pre- 
caution, when Fiefco attempted to enter the 
gallies from the fhore, to which they were made 
faft, they were in no condition to make refift- 
ance, as they were not only unrigged and dif- 
armed, but had no crew on board, except the 
flares chained to the oar. Every quarter of the 
city was now filled with noife and tumult, all 
the ftreets refounded with the cry of Fiefco and 
Liberty. At that name, fo popular and beloved, 
many of the lower rank took arms and joined 

the 
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the confplrators. The nobles and partifans of 
the ariitocracy, aftonifhed or affrighted, fhut the 
gates of their houfes, and thought of nothing 
but of fecuring them from pillage. At laft the 
noife excited by this fcene of violence and con- 
fufion, reached the palace of Doria; Giannetino 
darted immediately from his bed, and imagining 
that it was occalioned by fome mutiny among 
the failors, rufhed out with a few attendants, 
and hurried towards the harbour. The gate of 
St. Thomas, through which he had to pafs, 
was already in the poffeflion of the confpirators, 
who, the moment he appeared, fell upon him 
with the utmofl fury, and murdered him on the 
fpot. The fame mult have been the fate of the 
elder Doria, if Jerome de Fiefco had executed 
his brother’s plan, and had proceeded immedi- 
ately to attack him in his palace; but he, from 
the fordid confideration of preventing its being 
plundered amidft the confufion, having forbid 
his followers to advance, Andrew got intelligence 
of his nephew’s death, as well as of his own dan- 
ger ; and mounting on horleback, faved himfelf 
by flight. Amidlt this general conllernation, a 
few fenators had the courage to affemble in the 
palace of the republic At tirft, fome of the 
molt daring among them attempted to rally the 
fcattered foldiers, and to attack a body of the 
confpirators; but being repulfed with lofs, all 
agreed that nothing now remained, but to treat 
with the party which feemed to be irrefiflible. 
Deputies were accordingly fcnt to learn of Fiefco 
what were the concefiions with which he would 

y 11 palazza deila Signoiia. 
be 



15470 EMPEROR CHARLES V. 345 
be fatisfied, or rather to fubmit to whatever 
terms he fhould pleafe to prefcribe. 

But by this time Fiefco, with whom they were 
empowered to negotiate, was no more. Juft as 
he was about to leave the harbour, where every 
thing had fucceeded to his wiih, that he might 
join his victorious companions, he heard fome 
extraordinary uproar on board the admiral gal- 
ley. Alarmed at the noife, and fearing that the 
flaves might break their chains, and overpower 
his aftbeiates, he ran thither; but the plank 
which reached from the Ihore to the veflel hap- 
pening to overturn, he fell into the fea, whilft 
he hurried forward too precipitately. Being 
loaded with heavy armour, he funk to the bot- 
tom, and periftied in the very moment when he 
muft have taken full pofieflion of every thing 
that his ambitious heart could defire. Verrina 
was the firft who difeovered this fatal accident, 
and forefeeing, at once, all its confequences, 
concealed it with the utmoft induftry from every 
one but a few leaders of the confpiracy. Nor 
was it difficult, amidft the darknefs and confufion 
of the night, to have kept it fecret, until a 
treaty with the fenators Ihould have put the city 
in the power of the confpirators. All their hopes 
of this were difconcerted by the imprudence of 
Jerome Fiefco, who, when the deputies of the 
fenate inquired for his brother, the count of 
Lavagna, that they might make their propofal 
to him, replied with a childifti vanity, “ I am 
now the only perfon to whom that title belongs, 
and with me you muft treat.” Thefe words dif- 
eovered as well to his friends as to his enemies 

what 
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what had happened, and made the impreffion 
which might have been expefted upon both. The 
deputies, encouraged by this event, the only one 
which could occafion fuch a fudden revolution as 
might turn to their advantage, affumed inilantly, 
with admirable prefence ot mind, a new tone, 
fuitable to the change in their circumltances, and 
made high demands. While they endeavoured 
to gain time by protra&ing the negotiation, the 
reft of the fenators were bufy in affembling their 
partifans, and in forming a body capable of de- 
fending the palace of the republic. On the other 
hand, the confpirators, aftonilhed at the death 
of a man whom they adored and trailed, and 
placing no confidence in Jerome, a giddy youth, 
felt their courage die away, and their arms fall 
from their hands. That profound and amazing 
fecrecy with which the conspiracy had been con- 
certed, and which had contributed hitherto fo 
much to its fuccefs, proved now the chief caufe 
of its milcarriage. The leader was gone; the 
greater part of thofe who adted under him, knew 
not his confidants, and were ilrangers to the ob- 
jedl at which he aimed. There was no perfon 
among them whofe authority or abilities entitled 
him to allume Fiefco’s place, or to finilh his plan ; 
after having loft the fpirit which animated it, life 
and activity deferted the whole body. Many of 
the confpirators withdrew to their houfes, hoping 
that amidft the darknefs of the night they had 
pafled unobferved, and might remain unknown. 
Others fought for fafety by a timely retreat; and 
before break of day, moft of them fled with 
precipitation from a city, which, but a few 

hours 
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hours before, was ready to acknowledge them 
as mailers. 

Next morning every thing was quiet in 
Genoa ; not an enemy was to be feen ; few 
marks of the violence of the former night ap- 
peared, the confpirators having conduced their 
enterprize with more noife than bloodihed, and 
gained all theii advantages by furprife, rather 
than by force of arms. Towards evening, An- 
drew Doria returned to the city, being met by 
all the inhabitants, who received him with accla- 
mations of joy. Though the difgrace as well as 
danger of the preceding night were freih in his 
mind, and the mangled body of his kinfman ill’ll 
before his eyes, fuch was his moderation as well 
as magnanimity, that the decree iffued by the 
fenate againil the confpirators, did not exceed 
that tuil meafure of feverity which was requiiite 
for the fupport of government, and was dictated 
neither by the violence of refentment, nor the 
rancour of revenge z.* 

After taking the neceffary precautions for pre- 
venting the flame, which was now fo happily ex- 
tinguiihed, from breaking out anew, the firil 
care of the fenate was to fend an ambaifador to 

* Thuan. 93. Sigonii Vita Andrte Doris, 1196. La 
Conjuration du Compte de Fiefque, par Cardin, de Reta. 
Adriani Iftoria, lib. vi. 369. Folietse Conjuratio Jo. Lud. 
Fiefci, ap. Grxv. Thef. Ital. i. 8S3. 

* It is remarkable, that cardinal de Retz, at the age of 
eighteen, compoftd a hiftory of this confpiracy, containing 
fuch adifcovery of his admiration of Fiefco and his enter- 
prize, as render it not furprifing that a minifter, fo jealous 
and difcerning as Richlieu, ihould be led, by the perufal of 
ir, to predidt the turbulent and dangerous fpirit of that young 
ecdefiaftic. Mem. de Retz, tern. i. p. 13. 
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the emperor, to give him a particular detail of what 
had happened, and to beg his affiftance towards 
the reduction of Montobbio, a ftrong fort on the 
hereditary eilate of the Fiefci, in which Jerome 
had fluit himfelf up. Charles was no lefs alarmed 

^ than aftonifhed at an event fo ftrange and unex- 
pefted. He could not believe that Fiefco, how 
bold or adventurous foever, durft have attempted 
fuch an enterprize, but on foreign fuggeltion, 
and from the hope of foreign aid. Being in- 
formed that the duke of Parma was well ac- 
quainted with the plan of the confpirators, he 
immediately fuppofed that the pope could not be 
ignorant of a meafure, which his Ion had counte- 
nanced. Proceeding from this to a farther con- 
jefture, which Paul’s cautious maxims of policy 
in other inftances rendered extremely probable, 
he concluded, that the French king mult have 
known and approved of the defign ; and he be- 
gan to apprehend that this fpark might again 
kindle the flame of war which had raged fo long 
in Italy. As he had drained his Italian terri- 
tories of troops on account of the German war, 
he was altogether unprovided for refilling any 
hoftile attack in that country ; and on the firil 
appearance of danger, he mull have detached 
thither the greateft part of his forces for its de- 
fence. In this iituation of affairs, it would have 
been altogether imprudent in the emperor to 
have advanced in perfon againll the debtor, until 
he ihould learn with fome degree of certainty 
whether fuch a fcene were not about to open in 
Italy, as might put it out of his power to keep 
the field with an army fufficient to oppofe him. 



1547-] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 349 

BOOK IX. 

rpHE emperor’s dread of the hoftile intentions 
of the pope and French king did not proceed 

from any imaginary or ill-grounded fufpicion. 
Paul had already given the Itrongelt proofs both 
of his jealoufy and enmity. Charles could not 
hope, that Francis, after a rivallhip of fo long 
continuance, would behold the great advantages 
which he had gained over the confederate pro- 
teftants, without feeling his ancient emulation 
revive. He was not deceived in this conjecture. 
Francis had obferved the rapid progrefs of his 
arms with deep concern, and though hitherto 
prevented, by circumftances which have been 
mentioned, from interpofing in order to check 
them, he was now convinced that, if he did not 
make fome extraordinary and timely effort, 
Charles muft acquire fuch a degree of power as 
would enable him to give law to the reft of 
Europe. This apprehenfron, which did not take 
its rife from the jealoufy of rivalfhip alone, but 
was entertained by the wifeft politicians of the 
age, fuggefted various expedients which might 
ferve to retard the courfe of the emperor’s vic- 
tories, and to form by degrees fuch a combina- 
tion againft him as might put a ftop to his dan- 
gerous career. 

With this view, Francis inftrufted his emiffa- 
ries in Germany to employ all their addrefs in 
order to revive the courage of the confederates, 
and to prevent them from fubmitting to the em- 
peror. He made liberal offers of his afliftance to 

VOL. in. h h the 
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the ele&or and landgrave, whom he knew to be 
the moll zealous as well as the moll powerful of 
the w'hole body ; he ufed every argument and 
propofed every advantage which could either 
confirm their dread of the emperor’s defigns, or 
determine them not to imitate the inconiiderate 
credulity of their alfociates, in giving up their 
religion and liberties to his difpofal. While he 
took this ftep towards continuing the civil war 
which raged in Germany, he endeavoured like- 
wife to ihr up foreign enemies againll the em- 
peror. He folicited Solyman to feize this fa- 
vourable opportunity of invading Hungary, wrhich 
had been drained of all the troops necefiary for 
its defence, in order to form the army againll 
the confederates of Smalkalde. He exhorted 
the pope to repair, by a vigorous and feafonable 
effort, the error of w'hich he had been guilty in 
contributing to raife the emperor to fuch a for- 
midable height of power. Finding Paul, both 
from the confcioufnefs of his own miitake, and 
his dread of its confequences, abundantly difpofed 
to lillen to what he fuggelled, he availed himfelf 
of this favourable dilpofition which the pontiff 
began to dilcover, as an argument to gain the 
Venetians. He endeavoured to convince them 
that nothing could fave Italy, and even Europe, 
from opprefiion and fervitude, but their joining 
with the pope and him, in giving the firll begin- 
ning to a general confederacy, in order to humble 
that ambitious potentate, whom they had all 
equal reafon to dread. 

Having let on foot thefe negotiations in the 
fouthern courts, he turned his attention next 
towards thofe in the north of Europe. As the 

king 
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king of Denmark had particular reafons to be 
offended with the emperor, Francis imagined 
that the objedf of the league which he had pro. 
jefted would be highly acceptable to him : and 
left confiderations of caution or prudence (hould 
reftrain him from joining in it, he attempted to 
overcome thefe, by offering him the young queen 
of Scots in marriage to his fona. As the mi- 
nifters who governed England in the name of 
Edward VI. had openly declared themfelves con- 
verts to the opinions of the reformers, as foon as 
it became fate upon Henry’s death to lay aftde 
that difguife which his intolerant bigotry had 
forced them to affume, Francis flattered himfelf 
that their zeal would not allow them to remain 
inactive fpectators of the overthrow and deftruc- 
tion of thofe who profeffed the fame faith with 
themfelves. He hoped, that notwithftanding 
the ftruggles of faction incident to a minority, 
and the profpedl of an approaching rupture with 
the Scots, he might prevail on them likewife to 
take part in the common caufe b. 

While Francis employed fuch a variety of ex- 
pedients, and exerted himfelf with fuch extraor- 
dinary adfivity, to roufe the different ftates of 
Europe againft his rival, he did not neglect what 
depended on himfelf alone. He levied troops in 
all parts of his dominions ; he collected military 
ftores; he contracted with the Swifs cantons for 
a confiderable body of men ; he put his finances 
in admirable order; he remitted confiderable 
firms to the elector and landgrave ; and took all 

a Mem. de Ribier, i. 600. 606. 
!> Jbid. 635. 
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the other fteps neceffary towards commencing 
hoftilities, on the (horteft warning, and with the 
greateft vigourc. 

Operations fo complicated, and which re- 
quired the putting fo many inftruments in motion, 
did not efcape the emperor’s obfervation. He was 
early informed of Francis’s intrigues in the feve- 
ral courts of Europe, as well as of his domeftic 
preparations ; and fenlible how fatal an interrup- 
tion a foreign war would prove to his defigns in 
Germany,he trembled attheprofpedlof that event. 
The danger,however, appeared to him as unavoid- 
able as it was great. He knew the infatiable and 
well-direfted ambition of Solyman, and that he 
always chofe the feafon for beginning his mili- 
tary’- enterprifes with prudence equal to the valour 
with which he conduced them. The pope, as 
he had good reafon to believe, wanted not pre- 
texts to juftify a rupture, nor inclination to be- 
gin hollilities. He had already made fome dif- 
covery of his fentiments, by exprefling a joy alto- 
gether unbecoming the head of the church, upon 
receiving an account of the advantage which the 
eleftor of Saxony had gained over Albert of 
Brandenburg ; and as he was now fecure of find- 
ing, in the French king, an ally of fufficient 
power to fupport him, he was at no pains to 
conceal the violence and extent of his enmity d. 
The Venetians, Charles was well aflured,had long 
obferved the growth of his power with jealoufy, 
which, added to the folicitations and promifes 
of Fiance, might at laft quicken their flow 
counfels, and overcome their natural caution. 

c Mem. de Ribier, i, 635. *1 Ibid. 637. 
The 
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The Danes and Englifh, it was evident, had 
: both peculiar reafon to be difgufted, as well as 

ftrong motives to act againft him. But above 
. all, he dreaded the aftive emulation of Francis 

himfelf, whom he coniidered as the foul and 
mover of any confederacy that could be formed 
againft him ; and as that monarch had afforded 
proteftion to Verrina, who failed dire&ly to 
Marfeilles upon the mifcarriage of Fiefco’s con- 
fpiracy, Charles expefted every moment to fee 
the commencement of thofe hoftile operations in 
Italy, of which he conceived the infurreftion in 
Genoa to have been only the prelude. 

But while he remained in this ftate of fufpenfe 
and folicitude, there was one circumftance which 
afforded him fome profpectof efcaping the danger. 
The French king’s health began to decline. A 
difeafe, which was the effect of his inconfiderate 
purfuit of pleafure, preyed gradually on his 
conftitution. The preparations for war, as 
well as the negotiations in the different courts, 
began to languifh, together with the monarch 
who gave fpirit to both. The Genoefe, during 
that interval [March], reduced Montobbio, took 
Jerome Fiefco prifoner, and putting him to 
death, together with his chief adherents, ex- 
tinguiftied all remains of the confpiracy. Several 
of the Imperial cities in Germany, defpairing of 
timely affiftance from France, fubmitted to the 
emperor. Even the landgrave feemed difpofed 
to abandon the elector, and to bring matters to 
a fpeedy accomodation, on fuch terms as he 
could obtain. In the mean time, Charles waited 
with impatience the iffue of a diftemper, which 
was to decide whether he muft relinquifh all 
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other fchemes, in order to prepare for refifting 
a combination oi the greater part of Europe 
againfl him, or whether he might proceed to 
invade Saxony, without interruption or fear of 
danger. 

The good fortune, fo remarkably propitious 
to his family, that fome hiftorians have called it 
the Star of the Houfe of Aufiria, did not defert 
him on this occafion. Francis died at Ram- 
bouiilet, on the lafl: day of March, in the fifty- 
third year of his age, and the thirty-third of his 
reign. During twenty-eight years of that time, 
an avowed rivalihip fubfifted between him and 
the emperor, which involved not only* their own 
dominions, but the greater part of Europe, in 
wars, which were profecuted with more violent 
animofity, and drawn out to a greater length, 
than had been known in any former period. 
Many circumftances contributed to this. Their 
animofity was founded in oppofition of intereft, 
heightened by perfonal emulation, and exafpe- 
rated not only by mutual injuries, but by reci- 
procal infults. At the fame time, whatever 
advantage one feemed to poffefs towards gaining 
the afcendant, was wonderfully balanced by fome 
favourable circumilance peculiar to the other. 
The emperor’s dominions were of greater ex- 
tent, the French king’s lay more compact; 
Francis governed his kingdom with abfolute 
power ; that of Charles was limited, but he flip- 
plied the want of authority by addrefs : the 
troops of the former were more impetuous and 
entcrprifing ; thofe of the latter better difci- 
plined, and more patient of fatigue. The ta- 
lents and abilities of the two monarchs were as 

different 
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different as the advantages which they poffeffed, 
and contributed no lefs to prolong the conteft 
between them. Francis took his refolutions fud- 
denly, profecuted them at firft with warmth, and 
pulhed them into execution with a moft adven- 
turous courage ; but being deftitute of the per- 
feverance neceffary to furmount difficulties, he 
often abandoned his defigns, or relaxed the vigour 
of purfuit, from impatience, and fometimes from 
levity. Charles deliberated long, and determined 
with coolnefs ; but having once fixed his plan, 
he adhered to it with inflexible obftinacy, and 
neither danger nor difcouragement could turn 
him afide from the execution of it. The fuc- 
cefs of their enterprifes was fuitable to the di- 
verfity of their characters, and was uniformly 
influenced by it. Francis, by his impetuous 
aftivity, often difconcerted the emperor’s beft- 
laid fchemes ; Charles, by a more calm but fteady 
profecution of his defigns, checked the rapidity 
of his rival’s career, and baffled or repulfed his 
moft vigorous efforts. The former, at the open- 
ing of a war or of a campaign, broke in upon 
his enemy with the violence of a torrent, and 
carried all before him ; the latter, waiting until 
he faw the force of his rival begin to abate, re- 
covered in the end not only all that he had loft, 
but made new acquifitions. Few of the French 
monarch’s attempts towards conqueft, whatever 
promifing afpeCt they fhight wear at firft, were 
condufted to an happy ifl’ue ; many of the em- 
peror’s enterprifes, even after they appear- 
ed defperate and impracticable, terminated 
in the moft profperous manner. Francis was 
dazzled with the fpkndour of an undertaking ; 

Charles 
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Charles was allured by the profpeft of its turning 
to his advantage. 

The degree, however, of their comparative 
merit and reputation has not been fixed either 
by a flrift fcrutiny into their abilities for govern- 
ment, or by an impartial confideration of the 
greatnefs and fuccefs of their undertakings ; and 
Francis is one of thofe monarchs who occupies a 
higher rank in the temple of Fame, than either 
his talents or performances entitle him to hold. 
This pre-eminence he owed to many different 
circumftaiiees. The fuperiority which Charles 
acquired by the viftory of Pavia, and which from 
that period he preferved through the remainder of 
his reign, was fo manifefl, that Francis’s ftruggle 
againft his exorbitant and growing dominion was 
viewed by moft of the other powers, not only with 
the partiality which naturally arifes for thofe who 
gallantly maintain an unequal contefl, but with 
the favour due to one who was refiiting a com- 
mon enemy, and endeavouring to fet bounds to a 
monarch equally formidable to them all. The 
chara&ers of princes, too, efpecially among their 
contemporaries, depend not only upon their ta- 
lents for government, but upon their qualities as 
men. Francis, notwithflanding the many errors 
confpicuous in his foreign policy and domeftic 
adminiftration, was neverthelefs humane, bene- 
ficent, generous. He pofTeffed dignity without 
pride ; affability free from meannefs ; and 
courtefy exempt from deceit. All who had ac- 
cefs to him, and no man of merit was ever denied 
that privilege, refpefted and loved him. Capti- 
vated with his perfonal qualities, his fubjedts for- 
got his defects as a monarch, and admiring him 
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nas the moil accomplifhed and amiable gentleman 
in his dominions, they hardly murmured at a613 

1'of male-adminiilration, which, in a prince of lefo 
nengaging difpofitions, would have been deemed 
•mnpardonable. This admiration, however, muft. 
■have been temporary only, and would have died 
, away, with the courtiers who bellowed it ; the 
I illuiion arifmg from his private virtues mull have 
. ceafed, and poilerity would have judged of his 
i public condudl with its ufual impartiality; but 
i another circumllance prevented this, and his name 

hath been tranfmitted to poilerity with increaf- 
r. ing reputation. Science and the arts had, at 

that time, made little progrefs in France. They 
were juft beginning to advance beyond the 

ii limits of Italy, where they had revived, and wliich 
had hitherto been their only feat. Francis took 

II them immediately under his protection, and vied 
with Leo himfelf, in the zeal and munificence 

n with which he encouraged them. He invited 
3 learned men to his court, he converfed with them 
. familiarly, he employed them in bufinefs, he raifed 
li them to offices of dignity, and honoured them 
; with his confidence. That order of men, not 
ti more prone to complain when denied the refpedl 
> to which they conceive themfelves entitled, than 
B apt to be pleafed when treated with the diftinc- 

tion which they confider as their due, thought 
: they could not exceed in gratitude to fuch abene- 
3 fadlor, and ftrained their invention, and employ- 
9 ed all their ingenuity in panegyric. Succeeding 
r authors, warmed with their defcriptions of Fran- 
: cis’s bounty, adopted their encomiums, and even 
r. added to them. The appellation of Father of 
l! Letters bellowed upon Francis, hath rendered his 

memory 
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memory facred among hiftorians ; and they feem 
to have regarded it as a fort of impiety to un- 
cover his infirmities, or to point out his defeats. 
Thus Francis, notwithftanding his inferior abili- 
ties, and want of fuccefs, hath more than equalled 
the fame of Charles. The good qualities which 
he poffelfed as a man, have entitled him to greater 
admiration and praife than have been bellowed 
upon the extenfive genius and fortunate arts of a 
more capable, but lefs amiable rival. 

By his death a conliderable change was made 
in the Hate of Europe. Charles, grown old in 
the arts of government and command, had now 
to contend only with younger monarchs, who 
could not be regarded as worthy to enter the 
lifts with him, who had flood fo many encoun- 
ters with Henry VIII. and Francis I. and come 
off with honour in all thofe different ftruggles. 
By this event, he was eafed of all difquietude, 
and was happy to find that he might begin with 
fafety thofe operations againft the elector of 
Saxony, which he had hitherto been obliged to 
fufpend. He knew the abilities of Henry II. 
who had juft mounted the throne of France, to 
be greatly inferior to thofe of his father, and 
forefaw that he would be fo much occupied for 
feme time in difplacing the late king’s minifters, 
whom he hated, and in gratifying the ambitious 
demands of his own favourites, that he had no- 
thing to dread, either from his perfonal efforts, 
or from any confederacy which this unexperienced 
prince could form. 

But as it was uncertain how long fuch an in- 
terval of fecurity might continue, Charles deter- 
mined inftantly to improve it; and as foon as 

he 
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he heard of Francis’s demife, he began his inarch 
[April 13] from Egra on the borders of Bohe- 
mia. But the departure of the papal troops, 
together with the retreat of the Flemings, had 
fo much diminilhed his army, that fixteen thou- 
fant-men were all he could affemble. With this 
inconfiderable body he fct out on an expedition, 
the event of which was to decide what degree 
of authority he fhould polfefs from that period 
in Germany : but as this little army confifted 
chiefly of the veteran Spaniflt and Italian bands, 
he did not, in trufting to them, commit much 
to the decifion of chance ; and even with fo 
fmall a force he had reafon to entertain the moft 
fanguine hopes of fuccefs. The eledlor had 
levied an army greatly fuperior in number ; but 
neither the experience and difcipline of his 
troops, nor the abilities of his officers, were to 
be compared with thofe of the emperor. The 
elector, befides, had already been guilty of an 
error, which deprived him of all the advantage 
which he might have derived from his fuperiority 
in number, and was alone fufficient to have occa- 
iioned his ruin. Inftead of keeping his forces 
united, he detached one great body towards the 
frontiers of Bohemia, in order to facilitate his 
junction with the malecontents of that kingdom, 
and cantoned a confiderable part of what re- 
mained in different places of Saxony, where he 
expefted the emperor would make the firfl: im- 
preffion, vainly imagining that open towns, with 
fmall garrifons, might be rendered tenable againft 
an enemy. 

The emperor entered the fouthern frontier of 
Saxony, and attacked Altorf upon the Elfter. 

The 
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The impropriety of the meafure which the elec- 
tor had taken was immediately feen, the troops 
polled in that town furrendering without refill- 
ance ; and thofe in all the other places between 
that and the Elbe, either imitated their example, 
or fled as the Imperialifts approached. Charles, 
that they might not recover from the panic with 
which they feemed to be ftruck, advanced with- 
out lofing a moment. The eledlor, who had fixed 
his head-quarters at Meiflen, continued in his 
wonted Hate of fluftuation and uncertainty. He 
even became more undetermined, in proportion 
as the danger drew' near, and called for prompt 
and decifive refolutions. Sometimes he adled as 
if he had refolved to defend the banks of the 
Elbe, and to hazard a battle with the enemy, as 
door, as the detachments which he had called in 
were able to join him. At other times, he 
abandoned this as ralh and perilous, deeming to 
adopt the more prudent counfels of thofe wrho 
advifed him to endeavour at protracting the war, 
and for that end to retire under the fortifications 
of Wittemberg, where the Imperialills could not 
attack him without manifefl difadvantage, and 
where he might wrait, in fafety, for the luccours 
which he expefted from Mecklenburgh, Pome- 
rania, and the proteflant cities on the Baltic. 
Without fixing upon either of thefe plans, he 
broke down the bridge at Meiflen, and marched 
along the eafl: bank of the Elbe to Muhlberg. 
There he deliberated anewr, and, after much hefi- 
tation, adopted one of thofe middle fehemes, 
which are always acceptable to feeble minds in- 
capable of deciding. He left a detachment at 
Muhlfcerg to oppofe the Imperialifts, if they 

ihould 
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fhould attempt to pafs at that place, and ad- 
vancing a few miles with his main body, en- 
camped there in expeftation of the event, accord- 
ing to which he propofed to regulate his fub- 
fequent motions. 

Charles, meanwhile, pufhing forward inceffant- 
ly, arrived the evening of the twenty-third of 
April on the banks of the Elbe, oppofite to 
Muhlberg. The river, at that place, was three 
hundred paces in breadth, above four feet in 
depth, its current rapid, and the bank pofleffed 
by the Saxons was higher than that which he 
occupied. Undifmayed, however, by all thefe 
obftacles, he called together his general officers, 
and, without afking their opinions, communicated 
to them his intention of attempting next morning 
to force his paffage over the river, and to at- 
tack the enemy wherever he could come up with 
them. They all expreffed their aftoniihment at 
fuch a bold refolution ; and even the duke of 
Alva, though naturally daring and impetuous, 
and Maurice of Saxony, notwithftanding his im- 
patience to cruih his rival the elector, remon- 
ftrated earneftly againft it. But the emperor, 
confiding in his own judgment or good fortune, 
paid no regard to their arguments, and gave the 
orders neceffary for executing his defign. 

Early in the morning a body of Spaniih and 
Italian foot marched towards the river, and be- 
gan an inceffant fire upon the enemy. The long 
heavy muikets ufed in that age, did execution 
on the oppofite bank, and many of the foldiers, 
hurried on by a martial ardour in order to get 
nearer the enemy, rulhed into the ilream, and, 
advancing bread-high, fired with a more certain 
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aim, and with greater effect. Under cover of 
their fire, a bridge of boats was begun to be laid 
for the infantry ; and a peafant having undertaken 
to conduft the cavalry through the river by a 
ford with which he was well acquainted, they 
alfo were put in motion. The Saxons polled in 
Muhlberg endeavoured to obllrudt thefe opera- 
tions, by a brifk fire from a battery which they 
had eredted ; but as a thick fog covered all the 
low grounds upon the river, they could not take 
aim with any certainty, and the Impcrialifls 
fuffered very little j at the fame time the Saxons 
being much galled by the Spaniards and Italians, 
they ftt on fire fome boats which had been colleft- 
ed near the village, and prepared to retire. The 
Imperialifts preceiving this, ten Spanifh foldiers 
inflantly flript themfelves, and holding their 
fwords with their teeth, fwam acrofs the river, 
put to flight fuch of the Saxons as ventured to 
oppofe them, faved from the flames as many boats 
as were fufficient to complete their own bridge, 
and by this fpirited and fuccefsful adtion, en- 
couraged their companions no lefs than they 
intimidated the enemy. 

By this time the Cavalry, each trooper having 
a foot foldier behind him, began to enter the 
river, the light horfe marching in the front, fol- 
lowed by the men at arms, whom the emperor 
led in perfon, mounted on a Spanifh horfe, dreffed 
in a fumptuous habit, and carrying a javelin in 
his hand. Such a numerous body firuggling 
through a great river, iu which, according to 
the directions of their,guide, they were obliged 
to make feveral turns, fom'etimes treading .on a 
firm bottom, fometimes fwimming, prefehted to 
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their companions, whom they left behind, a fpec- 
tacle equally magnificent and interefting d. Their 
courage, at laft, furmounted every obllacle, no 
man betraying any fymptom of fear, when the 
emperor fhared in the danger no lefs than the 
meaneit foldier. The moment that they reached 
the oppofite fide, Charles, without waiting the 
arrival of the relt of the infantry, advanced to- 
wards the Saxons with the troops which had 
pafl'ed along with him, who, flufhed with their 
good fortune, and defpifirg an enemy who had 
negle&ed to oppofe them, when it might have 
been done with fuch advantage, made no account 
of their fuperior numbers, and marched on as to 
a certain victory. 

During all thefe operations, which necefiarily 
confumed much time, the elector remained in- 
aftive in his camp ; and from an infatuation 
which appears to be fo amazing, that the bell 
informed hiilorians impute it to the treacherous 
arts of his generals, who deceived him by falfe 
intelligence, he would not believe that the empe« 
ror had paifed the river, or could be fo near at 
hand®. Being convinced, at lalt, of his fata 
millake, by the concurring teftimony of eye* 
witnelfes, he gave orders for retreating towards 
Wittemberg. But a German army, encumbered, 
as ufual, with baggage and artillery, could not 
be put fuddenly m motion. They had juft be- 
gun to march when the light troops of the 
enemy came in view, and the ele&or faw an en- 
gagement to be unavoidable. As he was no lefs 

^ Avila, 1 x 1;, a. e Came ax. ap, Fisher, iii. 493. 
Struv. Corp. Hift, Germ. 1047. 1049, 
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bold in a&ion than irrefolute in council, he made 
the difpofition for battle with the greateft prefence 
of mind, and in the moil proper manner, taking 
advantage of a great foreft to cover his wings, 
fo as to prevent his being furrounded by the 
enemy’s cavalry, which were far more numerous 
than his own. The emperor, likewife, ranged 
his men in order as they came up, and riding 
along the ranks, exhorted them with few but 
efficacious words to do their duty. It was with 
a very different fpirit that the two armies ad- 
vanced to -the charge. As the day, which had 
hitherto been dark and cloudy, happened to 
clear up at that moment, this accidental circum- 
ftance made an impreffion on the different parties 
correfponding to the tone of their minds ; the 
Saxons, furprifed and difheartened, felt pain at 
being expofed fully to the view of the enemy; 
the Imperialifts, being now fecure that the pro- 
teflant forces could not efcape from them, re- 
joiced at the return of fun-fhine, as a certain 
prefage of viflory. The fhock of battle would 
not have been long doubtful, if the perfonal 
courage which the eleftor difplayed, together 
with the a&ivity which he exerted from the mo- 
ment that the approach of the enemy rendered 
an engagement certain, and cut off all poffibility 
of hentation, had not revived in fome degree the 
fpirit of his troops. They repulfed the Hun- 
garian light-horfe who began the attack, and 
received with firmnefs the men at arms who next 
advanced to the charge ; but as thefe were the 
flower of the Imperial army, were commanded by 
experienced officers, and fought under the em- 
peror’s eye, the Saxons foon began to give way, 





Vcl.iu 2*04 e S6o 

Skelton. Sculp.* * 

/'fjf o w fAJab/eo t^. uS//?/- .//3u//At o^> 
*_ '/rAuYApZ4£*>€M/. 

Published Afarch i f*j'}(?<?, bv Cadell fr Dm ics. Strand. 



1547*1 EMPEROR CHARLES V. 365 
and the light troops rallying at the fame time and 
falling on their flanks, the flight became general. 
A fmall body of chofen foldiers, among whom 
the eleiftor had fought in perfon, ftill continued 
to defend themfelres, and endeavoured to fave 
their mafter by retiring into the forefl:; but being 
furrounded on every fide, the eleftor wounded in 
the face, exhaulled with fatigue, and perceiving 
all refiftance to be vain, furrendered himfelf a 
prifoner. He was condufted immediately to- 
wards the emperor, whom he found juft returned 
from the pu'rfuit, Handing on the field of battle 
in the full exultation of fuccefs, and receiving 
the congratulations of his officers, upon this 
complete vidlory obtained by his valour and con. 
dudl. Even in fuch an unfortunate and hum- 
bling fituation, the elector’s behaviour was equally 
magnanimous and decent. Senfible of his con- 
dition, he approached his conqueror without any 
of the fullennefs or pride which would have been 
improper in a captive ; and confcious of his own 
dignity, he defcended to no mean fubmiffion, 
unbecoming the high ftation which he held 
among the German princes. “ The fortune of 
war,” faid he, “ has made me your prifoner, 
moft gracious Emperor, and I hope to be treat- 
ed”  Here, Charles hardily interrupted him : 
“ And am I then, at laft, acknowledged to be 
emperor ? Charles of Ghent was the only title 
you lately allowed me. You ffiall be treated as 
you deferve.” At thefe words he turned from 
him abruptly with an haughty air. To this 
cruel repulfe, the king of the Romans added 
reproaches in his own name, ufing expreffions ftill 
more ungenerous and infulting. The elector 
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made no reply; but, with an unaltered counte- 
nance, which difcovered neither aflonifhment nor 
deje&ion, accompanied the Spanifh foldiers ap- 
pointed to guard him f. 

This decifive vi&ory coft the Imperialifts only 
fifty men. Twelve hundred of the Saxons were 
killed, chiefly in the purfuit, and a greater num- 
ber taken prifoners. About four hundred kept 
in a body, and efcaped to Wittemberg, together 
with the electoral prince, who had likewife been 
wounded in the a&ion. After refting two days 
in the field of battle, partly to refrefli his army, 
and partly to receive the deputies of the adjacent 
towns, which were impatient to fecure his pro- 
tedtion by fubmitting to his will, the emperor 
began to move towards Wittemberg, that he 
might terminate the war at once, by the reduc- 
tion of that city. The unfortunate eledtor was 
carried along in a fort of triumph, and expofed 
every where, as a captive, to his own fubjedts ; 
a fpedtacle extremely affiidting to them, who both 
honoured and loved him; though the infult was 
fo far from fubduing his firm fpirit, that it did 
not even ruffle the wonted tranquillity and com- 
pofure of his mind. 

As Wittemberg, the rtfidence, in that age, of 
the eledtoral branch of the Saxon family, was one 
of the ftrongeft cities in Germany, and could not 
betaken, if properly defended, without great diffi- 
culty, the emperor marched thither with the ut- 
moll difpatch, hoping that while the confternation 

f Sleid. Hift 426. Thuan. Hortenfius de Bello 
German, ap. Scard. vol ii- 498 Defcrlpt. Pugnae Mul- 
berg. ibid. p. jog. P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. xii. c. 13. 
p. ag8. 
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occafioned by his viftory was ftill recent, the in- 
habitants might imitate the example of their 
countrymen, and fubmit to his power, as foon as 
he appeared before their walls. But Sybilla of 
Cleves, the eleftor’s wife, a woman no lefs dif- 
tinguifhed by her abilities than her virtue, inftead 
of abandoning herfelf to tears and lamentations 
upon her hufband’s misfortune, endeavoured by 
her example as well as exhortations, to animate 
the citizens. She infpired them with fuch refo- 
lution, that, when fummoned to furrender, they 
returned a vigorous anfwer, warning the empe- 
ror to behave towards their fovereign with the 
refpedl due to his rank, as they were determined 
to treat Albert of Brandenburg, who was ftill a 
prifoner, precifely in the fame manner that he 
treated the eledlor. The fpirit of the inhabitants, 
no lefs than the ftrength of the city, feemed now 
to render a fiege in form neceflary. After fuch 
a fignal vidlory, it would have been difgractful 
not to have undertaken it, though at the fame 
time the emperor was deftitute of every thing re- 
quifite for carrying it on. But Maurice removed 
all difficulties by engaging to furnifn proviftons, 
artillery, ammunition, pioneers, and whatever elfe 
fhould be needed. Trufting to this, Charles 
gave orders to open the trenches before the town. 
It quickly appeared, that Maurice’s eagernefs to 
reduce the capital of thofe dominions, which he 
expefted as his reward for taking arms againft 
his kinfman, and deferting the proteftant caufe, 
had led him to promife what exceeded his power 
to perform. A battering train was, indeed, car- 
ried fafely down the Elbe from Drefden to 
Wittemberg ; but as Maurice had not fufficient 

force 
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reft of his time in fuch religious exercifes as were 
proper in his fituation h. 

It was not with the fame indifference, or com- 
pofure, that the account of the ekdlor’s danger 
was received in Wittemberg. Sybilla, who had 
fupported with fuch undaunted fortitude her 
hufband’s misfortunes, while fhe imagined that 
they could reach no farther than to diminifh his 
power or territories, felt all her refolution fail as 
foon as his life was threatened. Solicitous to fave 
that, fhe defpifed every other coniideration ; and 
was willing to make any facrifice, in order to 
appeafe an incenfed conqueror. At the fame 
time, the duke of Cleves, the eleftorof Branden- 
burg, and Maurice, to none of whom Charles 
had communicated the true motives of his violent 
{iroceedings againft the eleftor, interceded warm- 
y with him to fpare his life. The firft was 

prompted to do fo merely by compaflion for his 
filler, and regard for his brother-in-law. The 
two others dreaded the univerfal reproach that 
they would incur, if, after having boafted fo 
often of the ample fecurity which the emperor 
had promifed them with refpedl to their religion, 
the firft effedt of their union with him fhould be 
the public execution of a prince, who was juftly 
held in reverence as the moft zealous protedlor of 
the proteftant caufe. Maurice, in particular, 
forefaw that he muft become the objedl of de- 
teftation to the Saxons, and could never hope to 
govern them with tranquillity, if he were con- 
fidered by them as acceffary to the death of his 
nearefl kinfman, in order that he might obtain 
pofTeffion of his dominions. 

h Struvii Corpus, 1950. 
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While they, from fuch various motives, foli- 
cited Charles, with the moft earneft importunity, 
not to execute the fentence ; Sybilla, and his 
children, conjured the eleftor, by letters as well 
as meffengers, to fcruple at no conceffion that 
would extricate him out of the prefent danger, 
and deliver them from their fears and anguifh on 
his account. The emperor, perceiving that the 
expedient which he had tried began to produce 
the effect that he intended, fell by degrees from 
his former rigour, and allowed himfelf to foften 
into promifes of clemency and forgivenefs, if the 
elector would fhew himfelf worthy of his favour, 
by fubmitting to reafonable terms. The eleftor, 
on whom the confideration of what he might 
fufFer himfelf had made no impreflion, wa* 
melted by the tears of a wife whom he loved, 
and could not refift the intreaties of his family. 
In compliance with their repeated folicitations, 
he agreed to articles of accommodation [May 19], 
which he would otherwife have rejedlcd with 
difdain. The chief of them were, that he fhould 
refign the ele&oral dignity, as well for himfelf 
as for his pofterity, into the emperor’s hands, 
to be difpofed of entirely at his pleafure ; that he 
fhould inflantly put the Imperial troops in pof- 
feffion of the cities of Wittemberg and Gotha; 
that he fhould fet Albert of Brandenburg at 
liberty without ranfom ; that he fhould fubmit 
to the decrees of the Imperial chamber, and 
acquiefce in whatever reformation the emperor 
fhould make in the conftitution of that court; 
that he fhould renounce all leagues againft the 
emperor or king of the Romans, and enter into 
no alliance for the future, in which they v/ere 
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not comprehended. In return for thefe impor- 
tant conceflions, the emperor not only promifed 
to fpare his life, but to fettle on hinr and his 
pollerity the city of Gotha and its territories, 
together with an annual penlion of fifty thou- 
fand florins, payable out of the revenues of the 
cle&orate ; and likewife to grant him a fum in 
ready money to be applied towards the difcharge 
of his debts. Even thefe articles of grace were 
clogged with the mortifying condition of his re- 
maining the emperor’s prifoner during the reft of 
his life*. To the whole, Charles had fubjoined, 
that he fliould fubmit to the decrees of the pope 
and council with regard to the controverted 
points in religion ; but the eleftor, though he 
had been ptrfuaded to facrifice all the objedts 
which men commonly hold to be the deareft and 
moft valuable, was inflexible with regard to this 
point; and neither threats nor intreaties could 
prevail to make him renounce what he deemed 
to be truth, or perfuade him to aft in oppofition 
to the diftates of his confcience. 

As foon as the Saxon garrifon marched out of 
Wittemberg, the emperor fulfilled his engage- 
ments to Maurice ; and in reward for his merit 
in having deferted the proteftant caufe, and 
having contributed with fuch fuccefs towards 
the diifolution of the Smalkaldic league, he gave 
him poffellion of that city, together with all the 
other towns in the electorate. It was not with- 
out reluftance, however, that he made fuch a 
facrifice j the extraordinary fuccefs of his arms 

i Slsid. 427. Thuan. i. 14s* Du Mont Corps Di- 
plocn. iv. p. 11. 332. 

had 



I547'] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 373 
had begun to operate in its ufual manner, upon 
his ambitious mind, fuggefting new and vail pro- 
jefts for the aggrandizement of his family, to- 
wards the accomplifhment of which the retaining 
of Saxony would have been of the utmoft con- 
fequence. But as this fcheme was not then ripe 
for execution, he durft not yet venture to dif- 
clofe it; nor would it have been either fafe or 
prudent to offend Maurice at that junfture, by 
fuch a maniftft violation of all the promifes, 
which had feduced him to abandon his natural 
allies. 

The landgrave, Maurice’s father-in-law, was 
ft,’ll in arms ; and though now left alone to main- 
tain the proteftant caufe, was neither a feeble nor 
contemptible enemy. His dominions were of 
confiderable extent; his fubje&s animated with 
zeal for the reformation ; and if he could have 
held the Imperialifts at bay for a Ihort time, he 
had much to hope from a party whofe ftrength 
was ftill unbroken, whofe union as well as vigour 
might return, and which had reafon to depend, 
with certainty, on being effectually fupported by 
the king of France. The landgrave thought not of 
anything fo bold or adventurous; but being feized 
with the fame confternation which had taken 
poffeffion of his affociates, he was intent only on 
the means of procuring favourable terms from 
the emperor, whom he viewed as a conqueror, 
to whofe will there was a neceffity of fubmitting. 
Maurice encouraged this tame and pacific fpint, 
by magnifying, on the one hand, the emperor’s 
power ; by boafting, on the other, of his own 
intcreft with his victorious ally ; and by repre- 
fenting the advantageous conditions which he 
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could not fail of obtaining by his interceffion for 
a friend, whom he was fo felicitous to fave. 
Sometimes the landgrave was induced to place 
fuch unbounded confidence in his promifes, that 
he was impatient to bring matters to a final ac- 
commodation. On other occafions, the empe- 
ror’s exorbitant ambition, reftrained neither by 
the fcruples of decency, nor the maxims of juftice, 
together with the recent and fhocking proof 
which he had given of this in his treatment of the 
eleftor of Saxony, came fo full into his thoughts, 
and made fuch a lively imprefiion on them, that 
he broke off abruptly the negotiations which he 
had begun ; feeming to be convinced that it was 
more prudent to depend for fafety on his own 
arms, than to confide in Charles’s generofity. 
But this bold refolution, which defpair had fug- 
gefted to an impatient fpirit, fretted by difap- 
pointments, was not of long continuance. Upon 
a more deliberate furvey of the enemy’s power, 
as well as h s own weaknefs, his doubts and fears 
returned upon him, and together with them the 
fpint of negotiating, and the defire of accommo- 
dation. 

Maurice and the eleftor of Brandenburg 
afted as mediators between him and the emperor ; 
and after all that the former had vaunted of his 
influence, the conditions preferibed to the land- 
grave were extremely rigorous. The articles 
with regard to his renouncing the league of 
SmalkaHe, acknowledging the emperor’s autho- 
rity, and fubmitting to the decrees of the Im- 
perial chamber, were the fame which had been 
impofed on the eledtor of Saxony. Befides 
thefe, he was required to furrender his perfop 
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and territories to the emperor; to implore for 
pardon on his knees; to pay an hundred and 
fifty thoufand crowns towards defraying the ex- 
pences of the war; to demoliih the fortifications 
of all the towns in his dominions except one ; 
to oblige the garrifon which he placed in it to 
take an oath of fidelity to the emperor ; to allow 
a free paiTage through his territories to the Im- 
perial troops as often as it lhall be demanded ; 
to deliver up all his artillery and ammunition to 
the emperor; to fet at liberty, without ranfom, 
Henry of Brunfwick, together with the other 
prifoners whom he had taken during the war; 
and neither to take arms himfelf, nor to permit 
any of his fubjedts to ferve againft the emperor 
or his allies for the future k. 

The landgrave ratified thefe articles, though 
with the utmofl; reludlance, as they contained no 
ftipulation with regard to the manner in which 
he was to be treated, and left him entirely at the 
emperor’s mercy. Neceffity, however, compelled 
him to give his affent to them. Charles, who 
had alfumed the haughty and imperious tone of a 
conqueror, ever fince the reduftion of Saxony, 
infilled on unconditional fubmiffion, and would 
permit nothing to be added to the terms which 
he had prefcribed, that could in any degree limit 
the fulnefs of his power, or reftrain him from be- 
having as he faw meet towards a prince whom he 
regarded as abfolutely at his difpofal. But 
though he would not vouchfafe to negotiate 
with the landgrave on fuch a footing of equality, 
as to fuffer any article to be inferted among thofe 

k Skid. 430. Th-uan. 1. iv. 146. 
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which he had diftated to him, that could be 
confidered as a formal llipulation for the fecurity 
and freedom of his perfon ; he, or his minifters in 
his name, gave the elector of Brandenburg and 
Maurice fuch full fatisfaftion with regard to 
this point, that they aflured the landgrave, that 
Charles would behave to him in the fame way as 
he had done to the duke of Wurtemberg, and 
would allow him, whenever he had made his fub- 
miffion, to return to his own territories. Upon 
finding the landgrave to be ftill pofTeffed with his 
former fufpicions of the emperor’s intentions, and 
unwilling to truft verbal or ambiguous declara- 
tions, in a matter of fuch effential concern as his 
own liberty, they fent him a bond figned by them 
both, containing the moft folemn obligations, that 
if any violence whatfoever was offered to his per- 
fon, during his interview with the emperor, they 
would inftantly furrender themfelves to his fons, 
and remain in their hands to be treated by them 
in the fame manner as the emperor fhould treat 
him *. 

This, together with the indifpenfable obligation 
of performing what was contained in the articles 
of which he had accepted, removed his doubts 
and fcruples, or made it neceffary to get over 
them. He repaired, for that purpofe, to the 
Imperial camp at Hall in Saxony, where a cir- 
cumflance occurred which revived his fufpicions 
and increafed his fears. Juft as he was about to 
enter the chamber of prefence, in order to make 
his public fubmiffion to the emperor, a copy of 
the articles which he had approved of was put 

* Du Mont Corps Diplom. iv. p. 11. 336. 
into 
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into his hands, in order that he might ratify them 
anew. Upon perufing them, he perceived that 
the Imperial miniilers had added two new arti- 
cles ; one importing, that if any difpute fhould 
arife concerning the meaning of the former con- 
ditions, the emperor Ihould have the right of 
putting what interpretation upon them he 
thought moil reafonable ; the other, that the 
landgrave was bound to fubmit implicitly to the 
deciiions of the council of Trent. This unwor- 
thy artifice, calculated to furprife him into an 
approbation of articles, to which he had not the 
moil diilant idea of aifenting, by propofing them 
to him at a time when his mind wras engroiled 
and difquieted with the thoughts of that humili- 
ating ceremony w'hich he had to perform, filled 
the landgrave with indignation, and made him 
break out into all thole violent expreffions of 
rage to which his temper was prone. With fome 
difficulty, the eleflor of Brandenburg and Mau- 
rice prevailed at length on the emperor’s mini- 
ilers to drop the former article as unjuft, and to 
explain the latter in fuch a manner, that he 
could agree to it, without openly renouncing the 
proteftant religion. 

This obftacle being furmounted, the landgrave 
was impatient to finilh a ceremony which, how 
mortifying foever, had been declared neceffary to- 
wards his obtaining pardon. The emperor wras 
feated on a magnificent throne, with all the en- 
figns of his dignity, fuirounded by a numerous 
train of the princes of the empire, among whom 
was Henry of Brunfwick, lately the landgrave’s 
prifoner, and now, by a fudden reverfe of fortune, 
a fpedlator of his humiliation. The landgrave 

k k 3 was 
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was introduced with great folemnity, and ad- 
vancing towards the throne, fell upon his knees. 
His chancellor, who walked behind him, imme- 
diately read, by his matter’s command, a paper 
which contained an humble confeffion of the 
crime whereof he had been guilty ; an acknow- 
ledgment that he had merited on that account 
the moll fevere punilhment; an abfolute religna- 
tion of himfelfand his dominions to be difpofed of 
at the emperor’s pleafure; a fubmiffive petition 
for pardon, his hopes of which were founded en- 
tirely on the emperor’s clemency; and it con- 
cluded with promifes of behaving, for the future, 
like a fubjeci whofe principles of loyalty and obe- 
dience wrould be confirmed, and would even de- 
rive new force from the fentiments of gratitude 
which mull hereafter fill and animate his heart. 
While the chancellor w'as reading this abjeft de- 
claration, the eyes of all the fpedlators were fixed 
on the unfortunate landgrave ; few could behold 
a prince, fo powerful as well as high-fpirited, 
fuing for mercy in the pofture of a fupplicant, 
without being touched with commiferation, and 
perceiving ferious reflexions arife in their minds 
ppon the inllability and emptinefs of human 
grandeur. The emperor viewed the whole tranf- 
action with an haughty unfeeling compofure; 
and preferving a profound filence himfelf, made 
a fign to one of his fecretaries to read his anfwer ; 
the tenor of which was, That though he might 
have juftly inflicted on him the grievous punilh- 
ment which his crimes deferved, yet, prompted 
by his own generofity, moved by the felicitations 
of feveral princes in the behalf of the landgrave, 
and influenced by his penitential acknowledg- 

ments. 
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merits, he would not deal with him according to 
the rigour of juftice, and would fubjeft him to 
no penalty that was not fpecified in the articles 
which he had already fubfcribed. The moment 
the fecretary had finifhed, Charles turned away 
abruptly, without deigning to give the unhappy 
fuppliant any fign of compaflion or reconcile- 
ment. He did not even defire him to rife from 
his knees ; which the landgrave having ventured 
to do unbidden, advanced towards the emperor 
with an intention to kifs his hand, flattering 
himfelf, that his guilt being now fully expiated, 
he might prefume to take that liberty. But the 
eleftor of Brandenburg, perceiving that this fa- 
miliarity would be offenfive to the emperor, inter- 
pofed, and defired the landgrave to go along 
with him and Maurice to the duke of Alva’s 
apartments in the callle. 

He was received and entertained by that noble- 
man with the refpedl and courtefy due to fuch 
a gueft. But after fupper, while he was en- 
gaged in play, the duke took the eledlor and 
Maurice afide, and communicated to them the 
emperor’s orders, that the landgrave mult: re- 
main a prifoner in that place under the cullody 
of a Spanifh guard. As they had not hitherto 
entertained the moft diftant fufpicion of the em- 
peror’s fincerity or redtitude of intention, their 
furprife was exceffive, and their indignation not 
inferior to it, on difcovering how greatly they 
had been deceived themfelves, and how infa- 
moufly abufed, in having been made the inltru- 
ments of deceiving and ruining their friend. 
They had recourfe to complaints, to arguments, 
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and to intreaties, in order to fave themfelves from 
that difgrace, and to extricate him out of the 
wretched lituation into which he had been be- 
trayed by too great confidence in them. But 
the duke of Alva remained inflexible, and plead- 
ed the neceffity of executing the emperor’s com- 
mands. By this time it grew late, and the land- 
grave, who knew nothing of what had pafled, 
nor dreaded the fnare in which he was entangled, 
prepared for departing, when the fatal orders 
were intimated to him. He was (truck dumb at 
firft with aftonifhment, but after being filent a 
few moments, he broke out into all the violent 
expreflions which horror, at injuftice accompa- 
nied with fraud, naturally fuggefts. He com- 
plained, he expoftulated, he exclaimed; fome- 
times inveighing againft the emperor’s artifices 
as unworthy of a great and generous prince; 
fometimes cenfuring the credulity of his friends 
in trufting to Charles’s infidious promifes; 
fometimes charging them with meannefs in hoop- 
ing to lend their afliftance towards the execution 
of fuch a perfidious and diihonourable fcheme; 
and in the end he required them to remember 
their engagements to his children, and inllantly 
to fulfil them. They, after giving way for a 
little to the torrent of his paflion, folemnly 
aflerted their own innocence and upright inten- 
tion in the whole tranfadlion, and encouraged 
him to hope, that as foon as they faw the 
emperor, they would obtain redrefs of an 
injury, which affefted their own honour, no 
lefs than it did his liberty. At the fame 
time, in order to foothe his rage and impa- 
tience, Maurice remained with him during 

the 
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the night, in the apartment where he was con- 
fined ‘n. 

Next morning, the elector and Maurice ap- 
plied jointly to the emperor, reprefenting the in- 
famy to which they would be expofed through- 
out Germany, if the landgrave were detained 
in cuftody ; that they would not have adviled, 
nor would he himfelf have confented to an inter- 
view, if they had fufpedted that the lofs of his 
liberty was to be the confequence of his fubmif- 
fion ; that they were bound to procure his re- 
leafe, having plighted their faith to that effeft, 
and engaged their own perfons as fureties for 
his. Charles liftened to their earned remon- 
ftrances with the utmod coolnefs. As he now 
flood no longer in need of their fervices, they 
had the mortification to find that their former 
obfequioufnefs' was forgotten, and little regard 
paid to their interceflion. He was ignorant, he 
told them, of their particular or private tranf- 
actions with the landgrave, nor was his conduct 
to be regulated by any engagements into which 
they had thought fit to enter ; though he knew 
well what he himfelf had promifed, which was 
not that the landgrave fhould be exempt from all 
redraint, but that he fhould not be kept a pri- 
foner during life *. Having faid this with a pe- 

remptory 
m Sleid. 433. Thuan. 1. iv. 147. Struv. Corp. Hilt. 

Germ. ii. 1052. 
* According to feveral hiftorians of great name, the em- 

peror, in his treaty with the landgrave, Itipulated that he 
would not detain him in any pvifon. But in executing the 
deed, which was written in the German tongue, the Imperial 
minilters fraudulently fubftituted the word ca-iger, inftead of 
tinigtr, and thus the treaty, in place of a promife that he 
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remptory and dcciiive tone, he put an end to the 
conference; and they feeing no probability, at 
that time, of making any imprefiion upon the 
emperor, who feemed to have taken this refolu- 
tion deliberately, and to be oblfinately bent on 
adhering to it, were obliged to acquaint the un- 
fortunate prifoner with the ill fuccefs of their 
endeavours in his behalf. The difappointment 
threw him into a new and more violent tranfport 
of rage, fo that to prevent his proceeding to fomc 
defperate extremity, the elector and Maurice 
promifed that they would not quit the emperor, 
until, by the frequency and fervour of their in- 
terceflions, they had extorted his confent to fet 
him free. They accordingly renewed their feli- 
citations a few days afterwards, but found 
Charles more haughty and intra&able than 
before, and were warned that if they touched 
again upon a fubjeft fo difagreeable, and with 
regard to which he had determined to hear 
nothing farther, he would inftantly give orders 

Jhould not be detained in ary prifon, contained only an en- 
gagement that he Ihould not be detained in perpetual im- 
prifonment. But authors, eminent for hiftorical knowledge 
and critical accuracy, have called in queftion the truth of 
this common ftory. The filence of Sleidan with regard to 
it, as well as its not being mentioned in the various memo- 
rials which he has publilhed concerning the landgrave’s im- 
prifonment, greatly favour th'S opinion. But as feveral books 
which contain the information necelfary towards difeuffing 
this point with accuracy, are written in the German language, 
which I do not underftand, I cannot pretend to inquire into 
this matter with the lame prccifron wherewith I have endea- 
voured to fettle fome other controverted fails which have 
occurred in the courfe of this hiftory. See Struv. Corp. 105a. 
fMoiheini’j Ecclef. Hilt. vol. ii. p. 161, 162. Engl, edition. 
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to convey the prifoner into Spain. Afraid of 
hurting the landgrave by an officious or ill-timed 
zeal to ferve him, they not only defifted, but 
left the court, and, as they did not choofe to 
meet the firfl: fallies of the landgrave’s rage 
upon his learning the caufe of their departure, 
they informed him of it by a letter, wherein 
they exhorted him to*fulfil all that he had pro- 
mifed to the emperor, as the moll certain means 
of procuring a fpeedy releafe. 

Whatever violent emotions their abandoning 
his caufe in this manner occafioned, the land- 
grave’s impatience to recover liberty made him 
follow their advice. He paid the fum which had 
been impofed on him, ordered his fortrefies to 
be razed, and renounced all alliances which could 
give offence. This prompt compliance with the 
will of the conqueror produced no effe£. He 
was Hill guarded with the fame vigilant feverity ; 
and being carried about, together with the de- 
graded eleftor of Saxony, wherever the emperor 
went, their difgrace and his triumph was each day 
renewed. The fortitude as well as equanimity, 
with which the eleftor bore thefe repeated in- 
fults, were not more remarkable than the land- 
grave’s fretfulnefs and impatience. His aftive 
impetuous mind could ill brook rellraint; and 
reflection upon the fhameful artifices, by which 
he had been decoyed into that Ikuation, as well 
as indignation at the injuftice with which he was 
ftill detained in it, drove him often to the wildeft 
exceffes of paffion. 

The people of the different cities, to whom 
Charles thus wantonly expofed thofe illuflrious 
prifoners as a public fpedtacle, were fenfibly 

touched 
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touched with fuch an infult offered to the Ger- 
manic body, and murmured loudly at this in- 
decent treatment of two of its greateft princes. 
They had foon other caufes of complaint, 
and fuch as affected them more nearly. Charles 
proceeded to add oppreffion to infult, and arro- 
gating to himfelf all the rights of a conqueror, 
exercifed them with the utmoft rigour. He 
ordered his troops to feme the artillery and 
military ftores belonging to fuch as had been 
members of the Smalkaldic league, and having 
collected upwards of five hundred pieces of can- 
non, a great number in that age, he fent part 
of them into the Low-Countries, part into 
Italy, and part into Spain, in order to fpread by 
this means the fame of his fuccefs, and that they 
might ferve as monuments of his having fubdued 
a nation hitherto deemed invincible. He then 
levied, by his foie authority, large fums of mo- 
ney, as well upon thofe who had ferved him with 
fidelity during the war, as upon fuch as had 
been in arms againil him ; upon the former, as 
their contingent towards a war, which, having 
been undertaken, as he pretended, for the 
common benefit, ought to be carried on at the 
common charge; upon the latter, as a fine by 
way of punifirment for their rebellion. By thefe 
exactions, he amaffed above one million fix hun- 
dred thoufand crowns, a fum which appeared 
prodigious in the fixteenth century. But fo 
general was the confternation which had feized 
the Germans upon his rapid fuccefs, and fuch 
their dread of his victorious troops, that all im- 
plicitly obeyed his commands; though, at the 
fame time, thefe extraordinary ftretches of power 

3 greatly 
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greatly alarmed a people jealous of their privi- 
leges, and habituated, during feveral ages, to 
confider the Imperial authority as neither ex- 
tenfive nor formidable. This difcontent and re- 
fentment, how indultrioudy foever they con- 
cealed them, became univerfal; and the more 
thefe pafllons were reftrained and kept down for 
the prefent, the more likely were they to burit 
out foon with additional violence. 

While Charles gave law to the Germans like 
a conquered people, Ferdinand treated his fub- 
jedfs in Bohemia witli ftill greater rigour. That 
kingdom poffefled privileges and immunities as 
extenfive as thofe of any nation in which the 
feudal inftitutions were eftabliihed. The prero- 
gative of their kings was extremely limited, and 
the crown itfelf eledfive. Ferdinand, when raifed 
to the throne, had confirmed their liberties with 
every folemnity prefcribed by their exceffive foli- 
citude for the fecurity of a conftitution of govern- 
ment to which they were extremely attached. 
He foon began, however, to be weary of a jurif- 
didlion fo much circumfcribed, and to defpife a 
fceptre which he could not tranfmit to his pofte- 
rity ; and notwithftanding all his former engage- 
ments, he attempted to overturn the conftitution 
from its foundations ; that, inftead of an eledlive 
kingdom, he might render it hereditary. But 
the Bohemians were too high fpirited tamely to 
relinquifh privileges which they had long enjoyed. 
At the fame time, many of them having embraced 
the dodlrines of the reformers, the feeds of which 
John Hufs and Jerome of Prague had planted in 
their country about the beginning of the preced- 
ing century, the defire of acquiring religious 
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liberty mingled itfelf with their zeal for their 
civil rights; and thefe two kindred paflions 
heightening, as ufual, each other’s force, pre- 
cipitated them immediately into violent meafures. 
They had not only refuted to ferve their fove- 
reign againll the confederates of Smalkalde, but 
having entered into a clofe alliance with the ele£tor 
of Saxony, they had bound themfelves, by a 
folemn affociation, to defend their ancient con- 
ftitution ; and to perfiil, until they thould obtain 
fuch additional privileges as they thought necef- 
fary towards perfefting the prefent model of their 
government, or rendering it more permanent. 
They chofe Cafpar Phlug, a nobleman of diltinc- 
tion, to be their general; and raifed an army of 
thirty thoufand men to enforce their petitions. 
But either from the weaknefs of their leader, or 
from the diffenfions in a great unwieldy body, 
which, having united haftily, was not thoroughly 
compared, or from fome other unknown caufe, 
the fubfequent operations of the Bohemians bore 
no proportion to the zeal and ardour with which 
they took their firft refolutions. They fullered 
themfelves to be amufed fo long with negotia- 
tions and overtures of different kinds, that before 
they could enter Saxony, the battle of Muhlberg 
was fought, the eleftor deprived of his dignity 
and territories, the landgrave confined to dole 
cultody, and the league of Smalkalde entirely 
dilfipated. The fame dread of the emperor’s 
power which had feized the reft of the Germans, 
reached them. As foon as their fovereign ap- 
proached with a body of Imperial troops, they 
inftantly difperfed, thinking of nothing but how 
to atone for their pall guilt, and to acquire fome 

hope 
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hope of forgivenefs by a prompt fubmifiion. But 
Ferdinand, who entered his dominions full of 
that implacable refcntment which inflames mo- 
narchs whofe authority has been defpifed, was 
not to be mollified by the late repentance and 
involuntary return of rebellious fubje&s to their 
duty. He even heard, unmoved, the intreaties 
and tears of the citizens of Prague, who appeared 
before him in the pofture of fuppliants, and im- 
plored for mercy. The fentence which he pro- 
nounced againft them was rigorous to extremity; 
he aboliflied many of their privileges, he abridged 
others, and new modelled the conliitution accord- 
ing to his pleafure. He condemned to death 
many of thofe who had been moll active in form- 
ing the late aflbciation againll him, and punilhed 
Hill a greater number with confifcation of their 
goods, or perpetual banilhment. He obliged all 
his fubjedls, of every condition, to give up their 
arms to be depofited in forts where he planted 
garrifons; and after difarming his people, he 
loaded them with new and exorbitant taxes. 
Thus, by an ill-condufted and unfuccefsful effort 
to extend their privileges, the Bohemians not 
only enlarged the fphere of the royal prerogative, 
when they intended to have circumfcribed it, but 
they almoll annihilated thofe liberties which they 
aimed at eftablifhing on a broader and more fecure 
foundation ". 

The emperor, having now humbled, and, as 
he imagined, fubdued the independent and llub- 
born fpirit of the Germans by the terror of arms 

n Sleid. 408. 419. 434. Thuan. I. iv. 129. 150. Struv. 
Corp. ii. 
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and the rigour of puniihment, held a diet at 
Auglburg, in order to compoie finally the con- 
troverfies with regard to religion, which had fo 
long dillurbed the empire. He durit not, how- 
ever, truft the determination of a matter fo inte- 
icfting to the free fuffrage of the Germans, 
broken as their minds now were to fubjeclion. 
He entered the city at the head of his Spanifli 
troops, and afiigned them quarters there. The 
red of his foldiers he cantoned in the adjacent 
villages ; fo that the members of the diet, while 
they carried on their deliberations, were furround- 
ed by the fame army which had overcome their 
countrymen. Immediately after his public en- 
try, Charles gave a proof of the violence with 
which he intended to proceed. He took pof- 
fefiion by force of the cathedral, together with 
one of the principal churches ; and his priefts 
having, by various ceremonies, purified them from 
the pollution with which they fuppofed the un- 
hallowed miniftrations of the proteftants to have 
defiled them, they re-ellablifhed with great pomp 
the rites of the Romifh worlhip °. 

The concourfe of members to this diet was 
extraordinary ; the importance of the affairs con- 
cerning which it was to deliberate, added to the 
fear of giving offence to the emperor by an ab- 
fence which lay open to mifconffruftion, brought 
together almoft all the princes, nobles, and re- 
prefentatives of cities who had a right to fit in 
that affembly. The emperor, in the fpeech with 
which he opened the meeting, called their atten- 
tion immediately to that point, which feemed 

° Sleid. 435. 437. 
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chiefly to merit it. Having mentioned the fatal 
effedls of the religious diffenflons which had arifen 
in Germany, and taken notice of his own un- 
wearied endeavours to procure a general council, 
which alone could provide a remedy adequate to 
thofe evils, he exhorted them to recognife its 
authority, and to acquiefce in the decifions of an 
afiembly to which they had originally appealed, 
as having the foie right of judgment in the cafe. 

But the council, to which Charles wifhed them 
to refer all their controverfies, had, by this time, 
undergone a violent change. The fear and jea- 
loufy, with which the emperor’s firft fuccefles 
againft the confederates of Smalkalde had in- 
fpired the pope, continued to increafe. Not 
fatisfied with attempting to retard the progrefs 
of the Imperial arms, by the fudden recall of 
his troops, Paul began to confider the em- 
peror as an enemy, the weight of whofe power 
he muft foon feel, and againft whom he could 
not be too hafty in taking precautions. He 
fotefaw that the immediate efFeft of the em- 
peror’s acquiring abfolute power in Germany, 
would be to render him entirely mafter of all the 
decifions of the council, if it fhould continue to 
meet in Trent. It was dangerous to allow a 
monarch, fo ambitious, to get the command of 
this formidable engine, which he might employ 
at pleafure to limit or overturn the papal au- 
thority. As the only method of preventing this, 
he determined to remove the council to fome 
city more immediately under his own jurifdiftion1 

and at a greater diftance from the terror of the 
emperor’s arms, or the reach of his influence. 
An incident fortunately occurred, which gave 

L l 3 this 
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this meafure the appearance of being neceffary. 
One or two of the fathers of the council, toge- 
ther with fome of their domeftics, happening to 
die fuddenly, the phyficians, deceived by the 
fymptoms, or fuborned by the pope’s legates, 
pronounced the diftemper to be infectious and 
peftilential. Some of the prelates, ftruck with 
a panic, retired; others were impatient to be 
gone ; and after a Ihort confultation, the council 
was tranflated to Bologna [March n], a city 
fubjeft to the pope. All the bilhops in the Im- 
perial intereft warmly oppofed this refolution, as 
taken without neceffity, and founded on falfe or 
frivolous pretexts. All the Spanilh prelates, and 
molt of the Neapolitan, by the emperor’s exprefs 
command, remained at Trent; the reft, to the 
number of thirty-four, accompanying the legates 
to Bologna. Thus a fchifm commenced in that 
very afl'embly, which had been called to heal the 
divifions of Chriftendom ; the fathers of Bologna 
inveighed againft thofe who ftaid at Trent, as 
contumacious and regardlefs of the pope’s au- 
thority ; while the other accufed them of being 
fo far intimidated by the fears of imaginary 
danger, as to remove to a place where their con- 
fultations could prove of no fervice towards re- 
eftablifhing peace and order in Germany P. 

The emperor, at the fame time, employed all 
his intereft to procure the return of the council 
to Trent. But Paul, who highly applauded his 
own fagacity in having taken a ftep which put it 
out of Charles’s power to acquire the direflion 
of that affembly, paid no regard to a requeft, the 

objeft 
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objeft of which was fo extremely obvious. The 
fummer was confumed in fruitlefs negotiations 
with refpeft to this point, the importunity of the 
one and obftinacy of the other daily increafing. 
At laft an event happened which widened the 
breach irreparably, and rendered the pope utterly 
averfe from liftening to any propofal that came 
from the emperor. Charles, as has been already 
obfcrved, had fo violently exafperated Peter 
Lewis Farnefe, the pope’s fon, by refufing to 
grant him the inveftiture of Parma and Placentia, 
that he had watched ever fince that time with 
all the vigilance of refentmcnt for an opportunity 
of revenging that injury. He had endeavoured 
to precipitate the pope into open hoftilities again It 
the emperor, and had earneftly folicited the king 
of France to invade Italy. His hatred and re- 
fentment extended to all thofe whom he knew 
that the emperor favoured; he did every ill 
office in his power to Gonzaga, governor of 
Milan, and had encouraged Fiefco in his attempt 
upon the life of Andrew Doria, becaufe both 
Gonzaga and Doria poffeffed a great degree of 
the emperor’s elleem and confidence. His male- 
volence and fecret intrigues were not unknown 
to the emperor, who could not be more de- 
firous to take vengeance on him, than Gonzaga 
and Doria were to be employed as his inftru- 
ments in inflifting it. Farnefe, by the profli- 
gacy of his life, and by enormities of every kind, 
equal to thofe committed by the worft tyrants 
who have difgraced human nature, had rendered 
himfelf fo odious, that it was thought any violence 
whatever might be lawfully attempted again ft 
him. Gonzaga and Doria foon found among 
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his own fubjetb, perfons who were eager, and 
even deemed it meritorious, to lend their hands 
in fuch a fervice. As Farnefe, animated with 
the jealoufy which ufually poffeffes petty fove- 
reigns, had employed all the cruelty and fraud, 
whereby they endeavour to fupply their dcfedl 
of power, in order to humble and extirpate the 
nobility fubjeft to his government, five noblemen 
of the greateft diftinfhon in Placentia combined 
to avenge the injuries which they themfelves had 
fuffered, as well as thofe which he had offered to 
their order. They formed their plan in con- 
jun&ion with Gonzaga ; but it remains uncer- 
tain whether he originally fuggefted the fcheme 
to them, or only approved of what they propofed, 
and co-operated in carrying it on. They con- 
certed all the previous fteps with fuch forefight, 
conduced their intrigues with fuch fecrecy, and 
difplayed fuch courage in the execution of their 
defign, that it may be ranked among the moll 
audacious deeds of that nature mentioned in 
hiftory. One bcdy of the confpirators furprifed, 
at mid-day [Sept. 10], the gates of the citadel 
of Placentia where Farnefe refided, overpowered 
his guards, and murdered him. Another party 
of them made themfelves mailers of the town, 
and called upon their fellow-citizens to take 
arms, in order to recover their liberty. The 
multitude ran towards the citadel, from which 
three great guns, a fignal concerted with 
Gonzaga, had been fired ; and before they 
could guefs the caufe or the authors of the tu- 
mult, they faw the lifelefs body of the tyrant 
hanging by the heels from one of the windows 
of the citadel. But fo univerfally deteftable had 

he 
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he become, that not one exprefled any fentiment 
of concern at fuch a fad reverfe of fortune, or 
difcovered the leaft indignation at this ignomi- 
nious treatment of a fovereign prince. The ex- 
ultation at the fuccefs of the confpiracy was 
general, and all applauded the aclors in it, as the 
deliverers of their country. The body was 
tumbled into the ditch that furrounded the cita- 
del, and expofed to the infults of the rabble ; 
the reft; of the citizens returned to their ufual 
occupations, as if nothing extraordinary had 
happened. 

Before next morning, a body of troops arriving 
from the frontiers of the Milanefe, where they 
had been polled in expeftation of the event, took 
poffefiion of the city in the emperor’s name, and 
reinftated the inhabitants in the poffeffion of their 
ancient privileges. Parma, which the Imperial- 
ills attempted likewife to furprife, was faved by 
the vigilance and fidelity of the officers whom 
Farnefe had intrufted with the command of the 
garrifon. The death of a fon whom, notwith- 
itanding his infamous vices, Paul loved with an 
excefs of parental tendernefs, overwhelmed him 
with the deepeft affliilion ; and the lofs of a city 
of fuch confequence as Placentia, greatly em- 
bittered his forrow. He accufed Gonzaga, in 
open confiftory, of having committed a cruel 
murder, in order to prepare the way for an unjuft 
ufurpation, and immediately demanded of the em- 
peror fatisfadlion for both ; for the former, by 
the punifhinent of Gonzaga ; for the latter, by 
the rellitution of Placentia to his grandfon 
Odlavia, its rightful owner. But Charles, who, 
rather than quit a prize of fuch value, was willing, 

not 
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not only to expofe himfelf to the imputation of 
being acceffary to the crime which had given an 
opportunity of feizing it, but to bear the in- 
famy of defrauding his own fon-in-law of the 
inheritance which belonged to him, eluded all 
his felicitations, and determined to keep pof- 
feffion of the city, together with its terri- 
tories ‘5. 

This refolution, flowing from an ambition fo 
rapacious, as to be reftrained by no confideration 
either of decency or juftice, tranfported the pope 
fo far beyond his ufual moderation and prudence, 
that he was eager to take arms againft the em- 
peror, in order to be avenged on the murderers of 
his fon, and to recover the inheritance wrefted 
from his family. Confcious, however, of his 
own inability to contend with fuch an enemy, he 
waimly folicited the French king and the re- 
public of Venice to join in an offenfive league 
againftCharles. ButHenry was intent at that time 
on other objects. His ancient allies the Scots, 
having been defeated by the Englifli in one of 
the greateft battles ever fought between thefe 
two rival nations, he was about to fend a nume- 
rous body of veteran troops into that country, 
as well to preferve it from being conquered, as 
to gain the acquifition of a new kingdom to 
the French monarchy, by marrying his fon the 
Dauphin to the young queen of Scotland. An 
undertaking accompanied with fuch manifefl: ad- 
vantages, the fuccefs of which appeared to be fo 
certain, was not be relinquiflied for the remote 

9 F. Paul, 257. Pailavic. 41, 41. Thuan. iv. 156. 
Mem. de Ribier, 59. 67. NaUlis Cotpius Hiftor. lib. iii. 
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profpeft of benefit from an alliance depending 
upon the precarious life of a pope of fourfcore, 
who had nothing at heart but the gratification of 
his own private refentment. Inftead, therefore, 
of rulhing headlong into the alliance propofed, 
Henry amufed the pope with fuch general pro- 
feffions and promifes, as might keep him from 
any thoughts of endeavouring to accommodate 
his differences with the emperor, but at the fame 
time he avoided any fuch engagement as might 
occafion an immediate rupture with Charles, or 
precipitate him into a war for which he was not 
prepared. The Venetians, though much alarmed 
at feeing Placentia in the hands of the Imperial 
ifts, imitated the wary conduft of the French 
king, as it nearly refembled the fpirit which 
ufually regulated their own condudf r. 

But, though the pope found that it was not 
in his power to kindle immediately the flames of 
war, he did not forget the injuries which he 
was obliged for the prefent to endure ; refent- 
ment fettled deeper in his mind, and became more 
rancorous in proportion as he felt the difficulty 
of gratifying it. It was while thefe fentiments 
of enmity were in full force, and the defire of 
vengeance at its height, that the diet of Augf- 
burg, by the emperor’s command, petitioned the 
pope, in the name of the whole Germanic body, 
to enjoin the prelates who had retired to Bologna 
to return again to Trent, and to renew their 
deliberations in that place. Charles had been at 
great pains in bringing the members to join ia 

Mem. deRibier, ii. 63. 71. 78. 85. 95. TarutalHor. 
di Venez. 199. zoj. Thuan. iv. 160. 
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this requeft. Having obferved a confiderable 
variety of fentiments among the proteftants with 
refpedt to the fubmiffion which he had required 
to the decrees of the council, tome of them being 
altogether intractable, while others were ready 
to acknowledge its right of jurifdiCtion upon 
certain conditions, he employed all his addrefs in 
order to gain or to divide them. He thieatened 
and overawed the eleftor Palatine, a weak prince, 
and afraid that the emperor might infliCt on him 
the punifhment to which he had made himfelf 
liable by the affiftance that he had given to the 
confederates of Smalkalde. The hope of pro- 
curing liberty for the landgrave, together with 
the formal confirmation of his own electoral 
dignity, overcame Maurice’s fcrup!es,or prevented 
him from oppofmg what he knew would be 
agreeable to the emperor. The eleCtor of Bran- 
denburg, lefs influenced by religious zeal than any 
prince of that age, was eafily induced to imitate 
their example, in affenting to all that the em- 
peror required. The deputies of the cities re- 
mained Hill to be brought over. They were 
more tenacious of their principles, and though 
every thing that could operate either on their 
hopes or fears was tried, the utmoft that they 
would promife was, to acknowledge the jurif- 
di&ion of the council, if effectual provifion were 
made for fecuring to the divines of all parties 
free accefs to that afiembly, with entire liberty 
of debate ; and if all points in controverfy were 
decided according to fcripture and the ufage of 
the primitive church. But when the memorial 
containing this declaration was prefented to the 
emperor, he ventured to put in praCtice -a very 

_ : extraor- 
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extraordinary artifice. Without reading the 
paper, or taking any notice of the conditions on 
which they had infifted, he feemed to take it 
for granted that they had complied with his 
demand, and gave thanks to the deputies for 
their full and unreferved fubmifiion to the decrees 
of the council [Ocf. 9]. The deputies, though 
aftoniihed at what they had heard, did not at- 
tempt to fet him right, both parties being better 
pleafed that the matter fhould remain under this 
Hate of ambiguity, than to pufli for an explan- 
ation, which mnft have occafioned a difpute, and 
would have led, perhaps, to a rupture \ 

Having obtained this feeming fubmifiion from 
the members of the diet to the authority of the 
council, Charles employed that as an argument 
to enforce their petition for its return to Trent. 
But the pope, from the fatisfacfion which he 
felt in mortifying the emperor, as well as from 
his own avcrfion to what was demanded, refolv- 
ed, without hefitation, that his petition fhould 
not be granted ; though, in order to avoid the 
imputation of being influenced wholly by refent- 
ment, he had the addrefs to throw it upon the 
fathers at Bologna, to put a diredt negative upon 
the requeft. With this view he referred to their 
confideration the petition of the diet [Dec. 2o]y 
and they, ready to confirm by their affent what- 
ever the legates were pleafed to dictate, declared 
that the council could not, confidently with its 
dignity, return to Trent, unlefs the prelates who, 
by remaining there, had difcovered a fchifmatic 
fpirit, would firft repair to Bologna, and join 

• F. Paul, Z59. Sleid. 440. Thuan. tgm. i. 155. 
vol. in. m m their 
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their brethren ; and that, even after their junc- 
tion, the council could not renew its confultations 
with any profpeft of benefit to the church, if 
the Germans did not prove their intention of 
obeying its future decrees to be fincere, by yield- 
ing immediate obedience to thofe which it had 
already paffed 

This anfwer was communicated to the empe- 
ror by the pope, who at the fame time exhorted 
him to comply with demands which appeared to 
be fo reafonable. But Charles was better ac- 
quainted with the duplicity of the pope’s charac- 
ter than to be deceived by fuch a grofs artifice ; 
he knew that the prelates of Bologna durft utter 
no fentiment but what Paulinfpired ; and, there- 
fore, overlooking them as mere tools in the hand 
of another, he confidered their reply as a full 
difcovery of the pope’s intentions. As he could 
no longer hope to acquire fuch an afcendant in 
the council as to render it fubfervient to his own 
plan, he faw it to be necefiary that Paul fliould 
not have it in his power to turn againft him the 
authority of fo venerable an affembly. In order 
to prevent this, he fent two Spanifh lawyers to 
Bologna [Jan. 16, 1548], who, in the prefence 
of the legates, protdted, That the tranflation of 
the council to that place had been unneceffary, 
and founded on falfe or frivolous pretexts; that 
while it continued to meet there, it ought to be 
deemed an unlawful and fchifmatical conventicle ; 
that all its decifions ought of courfe to be held 
as null and invalid; and that fince the pope, 
together with the corrupt eccleiiaftics who de- 

1 Ft Paul, 2(0. Pallav. ii. 49. 
pended 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. IJ4S.] 399 
pended on him, had abandoned the care of the 
church, the emperor, as its proteftor, would 
employ all the power which God had committed 
to him, in order to preferve it from thofe cala- 
mities with which it was threatened. A few 
days after [Jan. 23], the Imperial ambaflador at 
Rome demanded an audience of the pope, and in 
prefence of all the cardinals, as well as foreign 
minifters, protefted againft the proceedings of the 
prelates at Bologna, in terms equally harfh and 
difrefpedtful". 

It was not long before Charles proceeded to 
carry thefe threats, which greatly alarmed both 
the pope and council at Bologna, into execution. 
He let the diet know the ill fuccefs of his en- 
deavours to procure a favourable anfwer to their 
petition, and that the pope, equally regardlefs 
of their entreaties, and of his fervices to the 
church, had refufed to gratify them by allowing 
the council to meet again at Trent; that, though 
all hope of holding this affembly in a place, 
where they might look for freedom of debate 
and judgment, was not to be given up, the pro- 
fpeft of it was, at prefent, diftant and uncertain ; 
that, in the mean time, Germany was torn in 
pieces by religious diffenlions, the purity of the 
faith corrupted, and the minds of the people dif- 
quieted with a multiplicity of new opinions and 
controverfies formerly unknown amongChriftians; 
that, moved by the duty which he owed to them 
as their fovereign, and to the church as its pro- 
teftor, he had employed fome divines of known 

“ F. Paul, 264. Pallav. 51. Sleid. 446. Goldafti 
Conitit. Imperial, i. 561. 
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abilities and learning, to prepare a fyftem of 
doftrine, to which all (hould conform, until a 
council, fuch as they wifhed for, could he con- 
vocated. This fyftem was compiled by Pflug, 
Helding, and Agricola, of whom the two for- 
mer were dignitaries in the Romifh church, but 
remarkable for their pacific and healing fpirit ; 
the laft was a proteftant divine, fufpefted, not 
without reafon, of having been gained by bribes 
and promifes, to betray or millead his party on 
this occafion. The articles prefented- to the diet 
of Ratiibon in the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and forty-one, in order to reconcile the con- 
tending parties, ferved as a model for the pre- 
fent work. But as the emperor’s fituation was 
much changed fince that time, and he found it 
no longer neceflary to manage the proteftants 
with the fame delicacy as at that juncture, the 
conceffions in their favour were not now fo nu- 
merous, nor did they extend to points of fo much 
confequence. The treatife contained a complete 
fyftem of theology, conformable in almoft every 
article to the tenets of the Romifti church, 
though expreffed, for the moft part, in the 
fofteft words, or in fcriptural phrafes, or in terms 
of ftudied ambiguity. Every doftrine, however, 
peculiar to popery, was retained, and the ob- 
fervation of all the rites, which the proteftants 
condemned as inventions of men introduced into 
the worfhip of God, was enjoined. With regard 
to two points only, fome relaxation in the rigour 
of opinion as well as fome latitude in practice 
were admitted. Such ecclefiaitics as had mar- 
ried, and would not put away their wives, were 
allowed, neverthelefs, to perform all the functions 
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of their facred office ; and thofe provinces which 
had been accuilomed to partake of the cup, as 
well as of the bread in the facrament of the 
Lord’s fupper, were ftill indulged in the privilege 
of receiving both. Even thefe were declared to 
be conceffions for the fake of peace, and granted 
only for a feafon, in compliance with the weak- 
nefs or prejudices of their countrymen *. 

This fyftem of doftrine, known afterwards by 
the name of the Interim, becaufe it contained 
temporary regulations, which were to continue 
no longer in force than until a free general 
council could be held, the emperor prefented to 
the diet [May 15], with a pompous declaration 
of his fincere intention to re-eftabliffi tranquillity 
and order in the church, as well as of his hopes 
that their adopting thefe regulations would con- 
tribute greatly to bring about that defirable 
event. It was read in prefence of the diet, ac- 
cording to form. As foon as it was finiffied, 
the archbiffiop of Mentz, prefident of the elec- 
toral college, rofe up haftily, and, having thanked 
the emperor for his unwearied and pious en- 
deavours in order to reftore peace to the church, 
he, in name of the diet, fignified their approba- 
tion of the fyftem of doftrine which had been 
read, together with their refolution of conform- 
ing to it in every particular. The whole aflem- 
bly was amazed at a declaration fo unprecedented 
and unconftitutional, as well as at the eleftor’s 
preemption in pretending to deliver the fenfe of 
the diet, upon a point which had not hitherto 

* F. Paul, *70. Pallav. ii. 60. Sleid. 453, 457. StruV. 
Ccrp. *054. Goldaft. Conftit. Imper. i. jiS, 
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been the fubjeft of confultation or debate. But 
not one member had the courage to contradict 
what the elector had faid ; fome being overawed 
by fear, others remaining filent through com- 
plaifance. The emperor held the archbifhop’s 
declaration to be a full conftitutional ratification 
of the Interim, and prepared to enforce the ob- 
fervance of it, as a decree of the empire Y. 

During this diet, the wife and children of the 
landgrave, warmly feconded by Maurice of Sax- 
ony, endeavoured to intereft the members in 
behalf of that unhappy prince, who ftill languiih- 
ed in confinement. But Charles, who did not 
choofe to be brought under the neceffity of re- 
jecting any requeft that came from fuch a re- 
fpectable body, in order to prevent their repre- 
fentations, laid before the diet an account of his 
tranfadtions with the landgrave, together with 
the motives which had at firft induced him to 
detain that prince in cullody, and which ren- 
dered it prudent, as he alleged, to keep him ftill 
under reftraint. It was no eafy matter to give 
any good reafon for an adlion, incapable of being 
juftified. But he thought the moft frivolous 
pretexts might be produced in an affembly the 
members of which were willing to be deceived, 
and afraid of nothing fo much as of difcovering 
that they faw his conduCt in its true colours. 
His account of his own conduft was accordingly 
admitted to be fully fatisfaftory, and after fome 
feeble entreaties that he would extend his cle- 
mency to his unfortunate prifoner, the landgrave’s 
concerns were no more mentioned z. 

y Slsid. 460. F. Paul, 273. Pallav. 63. 2 Skid. 441. 
In 
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In order to counterbalance the unfavourable 

mprefiion which this inflexible rigour might 
make, Charles, as a proof that his gratitude was 
no lefs permanent and unchangeable than his 
refentment, invefted Maurice in the electoral 
dignity, with all the legal formalities. The 
ceremony was performed, with extraordinary 
pomp, in an open court, fo near the apartment 
in which the degraded eleftor was kept a pri- 
foner, that he could view it from his windows. 
Even this infult did not ruffle his ufual tranquil- 
lity ; and turning his eyes that way, he beheld 
a profperous rival receiving thofe enfigns of dig- 
nity of which he had been ftripped, without 
uttering one fentiment unbecoming the forti- 
tude that he had preferved amidfl. all his cala- 
mities a. 

Immediately after the diflblution of the diet, 
the emperor ordered the Interim to be publifhed 
in the German as well as Latin language. It 
met with the ufual reception of conciliating 
fchemes, when propofed to men heated with 
difputation ; both parties declaimed againfl: it 
with equal violence. The proteftants condemned 
it as a fyftem containing the groflefl errors of 
popery, difguifed with fo little art, that it could 
impofe only on the moft ignorant, or on thofe 
who, by wilfully fliutting their eyes, favoured 
the deception. The papifts inveighed againft it, 
as a work in which fome doftrines of the church 
were impioufly given up, others meanly con- 
cealed, and all of them delivered in terms calcu- 

3 Thuan. Hift. lib. v. 176. Struv. Corp. 1054. In- 
veftitura Mauritii, aMammerano Lucemburgo deferipta, ap. 
Scardiiun, ii, 508. 

lated 



404 the reign of the U. IX. 

lated rather to deceive the unwary, than to in- 
ftruft the ignorant, or to reclaim fuch as were 
enemies to the truth. While the Lutheran di- 
vines fiercely attacked it on one hand, the gene- 
ral of the Dominicans with no lefs vehemence 
impugned it on the other. But at Rome, as 
foon as the contents of the Interim came to be 
known, the indignation of the courtiers and eccle- 
fiaftics rofe to the greateft height. They ex- 
claimed againft the emperor’s profane encroach- 
ment on the facerdotal function, in prefuming, 
with the concurrence of an affembly of laymen, 
to define articles of faith, and to regulate modes 
of worlhip. They compared this rafh deed to 
that of Uzziah, who, with an unhallowed hand, 
had touched the ark of God; or to thr bold 
attempts of thofe emperors, who had rendered 
their memory deteftable, by endeavouring to 
model the Chriftian church according to their 
pleafure. They even affefted to find out a re- 
femblance between the emperor’s conduct and 
that of Henry VIII. and exprefied their fear 
of his imitating the example of that apoftate, 
by ufurping the title as well as jurifdiftion be- 
longing to the head of the church. All, there- 
fore, contended with one voice, that as the 
foundations of ecclefiaftical authority were now 
fhaken, and the whole fabric ready to be over- 
turned by a new enemy, fome powerful method 
of defence muil be provided, and a vigorous 
refiftance mult be made, in the beginning, before 
he grew too formidable to be oppofed. 

The pope, whofe judgment was improved by 
longer experience in great tranfaftions, as well 
as by a more exteniive obfervation of human 

affairs. 
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affairs, viewed the matter with more acute dif- 
cernment, and derived comfort from the very 
circumftance which filled them with apprehen- 
fion. He was aftonifhed that a prince of fuch 
fuperior fagacity as the emperor, fhould be fo 
intoxicated with a fingle viftory, as to imagine 
that he might give law to mankind, and decide 
even in thofe matters, with regard to which 
they are moft impatient of dominion. He faw that 
by joining any one of the contending parties in 
Germany, Charles might have had it in his power 
to have oppreffed the other, but that the pre- 
fumption of fuccefs had now infpired him with 
the vain thought of his being able to domineer 
over both. He foretold that a fyftem which all 
attacked, and none defended, could not be of 
long duration ; and that, for this reafon, there 
was no need of his interpofing in order to 
haften its fall; for as foon as the powerful 
hand which now upheld it was withdrawn, it 
would fink of its own accord, and be forgotten 
for ever b. 

The emperor, fond of his own plan, adhered 
to his refolution of carrying it into full execu- 
tion. But though the eleftor Palatine, the 
elector of Brandenburg, and Maurice, influenced 
by the fame confiderations as formerly, feemed 
ready to yield implicit obedience to whatever he 
fhould enjoin, he met not every where with a 
like obfequious fubmiflion. John marquis of 
Brandenburg Anfpach, although he had taken 
part with great zeal in the war againft the con- 
federates of Smalkalde, refufed to renounce 

b Sleid. 46S. F. Faul, 271. 277. Pallav. ii. 64. 
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dodtrines which he held to be facred; and re- 
minding the emperor of the repeated promifes 
which he had given his proteftant allies, of allow- 
ing them the free exercife of their religion, he 
claimed, in confequence of thefe, to be exempted 
from receiving the Interim. Some other princes, 
alfo, ventured to mention the fame fcruples, and 
to plead the fame indulgence. But on this, as 
on other trying occafions, the firmnefs of the 
eledlor of Saxony was moft diftinguiihed, and 
merited the higheft praife. Charles, well know- 
ing the authority of his example with all the 
proteftant p&rty, laboured, with the utmoft 
earrteftnefs, to gain his approbation of the In- 
terim, and by employing fometimes promifes of 
fetting him at liberty, fometimes threats of 
treating him with greater harftrnefs, attempted 
alternately to work upon his hopes and his fears. 
But he was alike regardlefs of both. After 
having declared his fixed belief in the dodtrines 
of the reformation, “ I cannot now,” faid he, 
“ in my old age, abandon the principles for which 
I early contended ; nor, in order to procure 
freedom during a few declining years, will I be- 
tray that good caufe, on account of which I have 
fuffered fo much, and am ftill willing to fuffer. 
Better for me to enjoy, in this folitude, the 
efteem of virtuous men, together with the ap- 
probation of my own confcience, than to return 
into the world, with the imputation and guilt of 
apoftacy, to difgrace and embitter the remainder 
of my days.” By this magnanimous refolution, 
he fet his countrymen a pattern of condudt, fo 
very different from that which the emperor 
wiftied him to have exhibited to them, that it 

drew 
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drew upon him frefh marks of his difpleafure. 
The rigour of his confinement was increafed ; 
the number of his fervants abridged ; the Lu- 
theran clergymen, who had hitherto been per- 
mitted to attend him, were difmiffed ; and even 
the books of devotion, which had been his chief 
confolation during a tedious imprifonment, were 
taken from him c. The landgrave of Heffe, his 
companion in misfortune, did not maintain the 
fame conftancy. His patience and fortitude were 
both fo much exhaufted by the length of his 
confinement, that, willing to purchafe freedom 
at any price, he wrote to the emperor, offering 
not only to approve of the Interim, but to yield 
an unreferved fubmifiion to his will in every 
other particular. But Charles, who knew that 
whatever courfe the landgrave might hold, nei- 
ther his example nor authority would prevail 
on his children or fubjeCts to receive the Interim, 
paid no regard to his offers. He was kept con- 
fined as ftriclly as jever ; and while he fuffered 
the cruel mortification of having his conduct fet 
in contraft to that of the eleftor, he derived 
not the fmalleft benefit from the mean ftep which 
expofed him to much deferved cenfure d. 

But it was in the Imperial cities that Charles 
met with the moft violent oppofition to the In- 
terim. Thefe fmall commonwealths, the citizens 
of which were accuftomed to liberty and inde- 
pendence, had embraced the dodfrines of the 
reformation when they were firft publifhed, with 
remarkable eagernefs ; the bold fpirit of innova- 
tion being peculiarly fuited to the genius of free 

c Sleid. 462. i Ibid. 
govern- 
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government. Among them, the proteftant 
teachers had made the greateft number of profe- 
lytes. The moll eminent divines of the party 
were fettled in them as pallors. By having the 
direction of the fchools and other feminaries of 
learning, they had trained up difciples, who were 
as well inftrudted in the articles of their faith, 
as they were zealous to defend them. Such 
perfons were not to be guided by example, or 
fwayed by authority ; but having been taught 
to employ their own underllanding in examining 
and deciding with refpeft to the points in con- 
troverfy, they thought that they were both quali- 
fied and entitled to judge for themfelves. As 
foon as the contents of the Interim were known, 
they, with one voice, joined in refufing to admit 
it. Auglburg, Ulm, Stralburg, Conltance, Bre- 
men, Magdeburg, together with many other 
towns of lefs note, prefented remonllrances to 
the emperor, fetting forth the irregular and un- 
conllitutional manner in which the Interim had 
been enadled, and befeeching him not to offer 
fuch violence to their confciences, as to require 
their affent to a form of do&rine and worlhip, 
which appeared to them repugnant to the exprefs 
precepts of the divine law. But Charles having 
prevailed on fo many princes of the empire to ap- 
prove of his new model, was not much moved 
by the reprefentations of thofe cities, which, 
how formidable foever they might have proved, 
if they could have been formed into one body, 
lay fo remote from each other, that it was eafy 
to opprefs them feparately, before it was pofiible 
for them to unite. 

In 
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In order to accomplifh this, the emperor faw 

it to be I'equifite that his meafures thould be 
vigoroi^, and executed with fuch rapidity as to 
allow no time for concerting any common plan 
of oppoiition. Having laid down this maxim as 
the rule of his proceedings, his firft attempt was 
upon the city of Augfburg, which, though over- 
awed by the preienee of the Spanilh troops, he 
knew to be as much diffatisfied with the Interim 
as any in the empire. He ordered one body 
of thefe troops to feize the gates ; he polled the 
relt in different quarters of the city ; and aflem- 
bling all the burgefles in the town-hall [Aug. 3], 
he, by his foie abfolute authority, publilhed a 
decree aboliihing their prefent form of govern- 
ment, diffolving all their corporations and frater- 
nities, and nominating a fmall number of per- 
fons, in whom he veiled for the future all the 
powers of government. Each of the perfons, 
thus chofen, took an oath to obferve the In- 
terim. An aft of power fo unprecedented as 
well as arbitrary, which excluded the body of 
the inhabitants from any lhare in the government 
of their own community, and fubjefted them to 
men who had no other merit than their fervile 
devotion to the emperor’s will, gave general dif- 
gufl; but as they durll not venture upon refin- 
ance, they were obliged to fubmit in filence e. 
From Augfburg, in which he left a garrifon, he 
proceeded to Ulm, and new-modelling its govern- 
ment with the fame violent hand, he feized fuch 
of their pallors as refufed to fubfcribe the Interim, 
committed them to prifon, and at his departure 

e Sleid. 469, 
N N VOL. III. carried 
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carried them along with him in chainsf. By 
this feverity he not only fecured the reception of 
the Interim in two of the moft powerful cities, 
but gave warning to the reft what fuch as con- 
tinued refractory had to expeCt. The effeft of 
the example was as great as he could have wifh- 
ed ; and many towns, in order to fave themfelves 
from the like treatment, found it neceffary to 
comply with what he enjoined. This obedience, 
extorted by the rigour of authority, produced 
no change in the fentiments of the Germans, 
and extended no farther than to make them con- 
form fo far to what he required, as was barely 
fufficient to fcreen them from puniftiment. The 
proteftant preachers accompanied thofc religious 
rites, the obfervation of which the Interim pre- 
fcribed, with fuch an explication of their ten- 
dency, as ferved rather to confirm than to re- 
move the fcruples of their hearers with regard 
to them. The people, many of whom had 
grown up to mature years fince the eftablifhment 
of the reformed religion, and had never known 
any other form of public worftiip, beheld the 
pompous pageantry of the popifh fervice with 
contempt or horror; and in moft places the 
Romifti ecclefiaftics who returned to take pof- 
fefiion of their churches, could hardly be pro- 
tected from infult, or their miniftrations from 
interruption. Thus, notwithftanding the appa- 
rent compliance of fo many cities, the inhabit- 
ants being accuitomed to freedom, fubmitted 
with reluCtance to the power which now op- 
prefled them. Their underftanding as well as 

f SWid. 472. 
inclination 
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inclination revolted againft the doctrines and 
ceremonies impofed on them ; and though, for 
the prefent, they concealed their difguft and re- 
fentment, it was evident that thefe paffions could 
not always be kept under reftraint, but would 
break out at laft in effects proportional to their 
violence 

Charles, however, highly pleafed with having 
bent the ftubborn fpirit of the Germans to fuch 
general fubmiflion, departed for the Low-Coun- 
tries, fully determined to compel the cities, which 
ftill flood out, to receive the Interim. He car- 
ried his two prifoners, the elector of Saxony and 
landgrave of Heffe, along with him, either be- 
caufe he durfl not leave them behind him in Ger- 
many, or becaufe he wifhed to give his country- 
men the Flemings this illuflrious proof of the 
fuccefs of his arms, and the extent of his power. 
Before Charles arrived at Bruffels [Sept. 17], 
he was informed that the pope’s legates at 
Bologna had difmiffed the council by an indefi- 
nite prorogation, and that the prelates affembled 
there had returned to their refpedlive countries. 
Neceffity had driven the pope into this meafure. 
By the fecefiion of thofe who had voted againft 
the tranflation, together with the departure of 
others, who grew weary of continuing in a place 
where they were not fuffered to proceed to bufi- 
nefs, fo few and fuch inconfiderable members re- 
mained, that the pompous appellation of a Gene- 
ral Council could not, with decency, be beftowed 
any longer upon them. Paul had no choice but 
to diffolve an affembly which was become the ob- 

S Mem. de Ribier, ii. 218. Sleid. 491. 
N N 2 je& 
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jeft of contempt, and exhibited to all Chrillen- 
dom a moll; glaring proof of the impotence of 
the Romiili fee. But unavoidable as the meafure 
was, it lay open to be unfavourably interpreted, 
and had the appearance of withdrawing the re- 
medy, at the very time when thofe for whofc 
recovery it was provided, were prevailed on to 
acknowledge its virtue, and to make trial of its 
efficacy. Charles did not fail to put this con- 
ftruftion on the conduct of the pope ; and by an 
artful comparifon of his own efforts to fupprefs 
herefy, with Paul’s fcandalous inattention to a 
point fo effential, he endeavored to render the 
pontiff odious to all zealous catholics. At the 
fame time he commanded the prelates of his fac- 
tion to remain at Trent, that the council might 
ftill appear to have a being, and might be 
ready, whenever it was thought expedient, to 
refume its deliberations for the good of the 
church h. 

The motive of Charles’s journey to the Low- 
Countries, befide gratifying his favourite paffion 
of travelling from one part of his dominions to 
another, was to receive Philip his only fon, who 
was now in the twenty-firft year of his age, and 
whom he had called thither, not only that he 
might be recognized by the ifates of the Nether- 
lands as heir-apparent, but in order to facilitate 
the execution of a vaft fcheme, the object; of 
which, and the reception it met with, ffiall be 
hereafter explained. Philip having left the go- 
vernment of Spain to Maximilian, Ferdinand’s 
cldefl fon, to whom the emperor had given the 

princefs 
J> Pallav. p. ii. 72. 
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princefs Mary bis daughter in marriage, em- 
barked for Italy, attended by a numerous retinue 
of Spaniih nobles*. The fquadron which ef- 
corted him, was commanded by Andrew Doria, 
who, notwithftanding his advanced age, infilled 
on the honour of performing, in perfon, the 
fame duty to the fon, which he had often dif- 
charged towards the father. He landed fafely 
at Genoa [Nov. 25] ; from thence he went to 
Milan, and proceeding through Germany, arrived 
at the Imperial court in Bruffels [April 1, 1549]. 
The Hates of Brabant, in the firft place, and 
thofe of the other provinces in their order, ac- 
knowledged his right of fuccelfion in common 
form, and he took the cuftomary oath to preferve 
all their privileges inviolatek. In all the towns 
of the Low-Countries through which Philip 
paffed, he was received with extraordinary pomp. 
Nothing that could either exprefs the refpeft of 
the people, or contribute to his amufement, was 
neglefted; pageants, tournaments, and public 
fpeclacles of every kind, were exhibited with 
that expenfive magnificence which commercial 
nations are fond of difplaying, when, on any 
occafion, they depart from their ufual maxims of 
frugality. But amidll thefe fcenes of fellivity 
and pleafure, Philip’s natural feverity of temper 
was difcernible. Youth itfelf could not render 
him agreeable, nor his being a candidate for 
power form him to courtefy. He maintained a 
haughty referve in his behaviour, and difcovercd 
fuch manifeft partiality towards his Spanifh at- 

> Ochoa, Carolea, 36a. 
k JHarjei Annal. Brabant. 652. 
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tendants, together with fuch an avowed prefer- 
ence to the manners of their country, as 
highly difgulled the Flemings, and gave rife 
to that antipathy, which afterwards occafioned 
a revolution fatal to him in that part of his do- 
minions1. 

Charles was long detained in the Netherlands 
by a violent attack of the gout, which returned 
upon him fo frequently, and with fuch increafing 
violence, that it had broken, to a great degree, 
the vigour of his conftitution. He neverthelefs 
did not flacken his endeavours to enforce the In- 
terim. The inhabitants of Stralburg, after a 
long liruggle, found it neceffary to yield obedi- 
ence ; thofe of Conftance, who had taken arms 
in their own defence, were compelled not only 
to conform to the Interim, but to renounce their 
privileges as a free city, to do homage to Ferdi- 
nand as archduke of Auftria, and as his vaffals, 
to admit an Auftrian governor and garrifon m. 
Magdeburg, Bremen, Hamburg, and Lubeck, 
were the only Imperial cities of note that ftill 
continued refractory. 

1 Mem. de Ribier, ii. 29. 
• Granvelle, i. 21. 

L’Evefque Mem. de Card. 
m Sleid. 474. 491. 

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 

v 





\ 







I 




