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THE 

H1ST0RT OF SCOTLAND. 

BOOK IV. 

1566.]] A s the day appointed for the meeting 
Lx of parliament approached, Mary and 

her minifters were employed in deliberating con- 
cerning the courfe which it was moft proper to 
hold with regard to the exiled nobles. Many 
motives prompted her to fet no bounds to the ri- 
gour of juftice. The malecontents had laboured 
to defeat a fcheme, which her interell; confpired 
with her pafiions in rendering dear to her ; they 
were the leaders of the party, whofe friendfhip 
fhe had been obliged to court, while fhe held 
their principles in abhorrence; and they were 
firmly attached to a rival, whom fhe had good 
reafon both to fear and to hate. 

But on the other hand, feveral weighty confi- 
derations might be urged. The noblemen, whofe 
fate was in fufpenfe, were among the molt power- 
ful fubjedts in the kingdom ; their wealth great, 
their connexions extenfivc, and their adherents 
numerous. They were now at mercy, the ob- 
jefts of compaflion, and fuing for pardon with 
the moft humble fubrhiffion. 

In thofe circumftances, an a£t of clemency 
would exalt the queen’s charadter, and appear no 
lefs fplendid among foreigners, than acceptable to 

vol. 11. n her 



2 HISTORY Of SCOTLAND. B. TV. 
her own fubjects. Mary herfelf, though highly in- 
cenfed, was not inexorable; but the king’s rag&was 
implacable and unrelenting. They were folicited. 
in behalf of the fugitives from various quarters,. 
Morton, Ruthven, Maitland, and all who had 
been members of the congregation, were not for- 
getful of their ancient union with Murray and his 
fellSw-fufferers ; nor neglectful of their fafety, 
which they deemed of great importance to the 
kingdom. Melvil, who at that time pofTefTed ther' 
queen’s confidence, feconded their felicitations. 
And Murray having Hooped fo low as to court 
Rizio, that favourite, who was defirous of fecur- 
ing his proteftion againft the king, whofe dif- 
pleafure he had lately incurred, feconded the in- 
terceffions of his other friends with the whole of 
his influence a. The interpofition of Sir Nicholas 
Throgmorton, who had lately been Elizabeth’s 
ambafiador in Scotland, in behalf of the exiles, 
was of more weight than all thefe, and attended 
with more fuccefs. Throgmorton, out of en- 
mity to Cecil, had embarked deeply in all the 
intrigues which were carried on at the Englilh 
court, in order to undermine the power and credit 
of that minifter.- He efpoufed, for this reafon, 
the caufe of the Scottilh queen, towards whofe 
title and pretenfions the other was known to bear 
little favour ; and ventured, in the prefent critical 
junfture, to write a letter to Mary, containing the 
moft falutary advices with regard to her conduct. 
He recommended the pardoning of the earl of 
Murray and his affociates, as a meafure no lefs 
prudent than popular. “ An ablion of this na* 

a Melv. 125. 
ture,” 



I566.3 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. J 
ture,” fays he, “ the pure effeft of your Majefty’s 
generofity will fpreadthe fame of your lenity and 
moderation, and engage the Englifh to look to- 
ivards your accefiion to the throne, not only 
without prejudice, but with defire. By the 
fame means, a perfeft harmony will be reilored 
among your own fubjedts, who, if any rupture 
fhould happen with England, will ferve you with 
that grateful zeal which your clemency cannot 
fail of infpiring b.” 

Thefe prudent remonftrances of Throgmorton, 
to which his reputation for wifdom and known 
attachment to the queen added great authority, 
made a deep impreflion on her fpirit. Her 
courtiers cultivated this happy difpoiition, and 
prevaikd on her, notwithllanding the king’s in- 
flexible temper, to facrifice her own private re- 
fentment to the interceffion of her fubjedts and 
the wilhes of her friends0. With this view, the 
parliament, which had been called to meet on 
the fourth of February, was prorogued to the 
feventh of Aprild ; and in the mean time (he was 
bufy in confidering the manner and form in 
which fire Humid extend her favour to the lords 
who were under difgrace. 

Though Mary difcovered on this occafion a 
mind naturally prone to humanity and capable of 
forgiving, fhe wanted firmnefs, however, to refill 
the influence which was fatally employed to dif- 
appoiut the effects of this amiable difpofition. 
About this time, and at no great dillance from 
each other, two envoys arrived from the French 
king [Feb. 3]. The former was intrufted with 
matters of mere ceremony alone ; he congratu- 

b Melv. 1 in. c Ibici. 125. *1 Good, vol. i. 214. 



T!. IV. 4 ' HISTORY OF SCOTLAND, 
lated the queen on her marriage, and invefted 
the king with the enfigns of the order of St. 
Michael. The inftruftions of the latter related 
to matters of more importance, and produced 
greater effefts e. 

An interview between Charles IX. and his 
filler the queen of Spain had been often propofed ; 
and after many obtlacles arifing from the oppo- 
fition of political intereft, was at laft appointed 
at Bayonne. Catherine ofMedicis accompanied 
her fon ; the duke of Alva attended his miftrefs. 
Amidlt the fcenes of public pomp and pleafure, 
which feemed to be the foie occupation of both 
courts, a fcheme was formed, and meafures con- 
certed, for exterminating theHugonots in France, 
the protellants in the Low Countries, and for 
fuppreffing the reformation throughout all Eu- 
rope {. The aftive policy of pope Pius IV. and 
the zeal of the cardinal of Lorrain confirmed and 
encouraged difpolitions fo fuitable to the genius 
of the Romilh religion, and fo beneficial to their 
own order. 

It was an account of this holy league which 
the fecond French envoy brought to Mary, con- 
juring her at the fame time, in the name of the 
king of France and the cardinal of Lorrain, not 
to reftore the leaders of the protellants in her 
kingdom to power and favour, at the very time 
when the catholic princes were combined to de- 
ilroy that feci in all the countries of Europe s. 

Popery is a fpecies of falfe religion remark- 
able for the ftrong poffefiion it takes of the heart. 
Contrived by men of deep infight in the human 

® Keith, 325. Append. 167. 
f Thuan. lib. 37. S Melv. 126. 
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HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 
character, and improved by the experience and 
obfervation of many fuccefTive ages, it arrived at 
lad to a degree of perfection 'which no former 
fyitem of fuperftition had ever attained. There 
is no power in the underftanding, and no pafiion 
in the heart, to which it does not prefent objefts 
adapted to roufe and to intereft them. Neither 
the Jove of pleafure which at that time prevailed 
in the court of France, nor the purfuits of am- 
bition which occupied the court of Spain, had 
fecured them from tlie dominion of bigotry. 
Laymen and courtiers were agitated with that 
furious and unmerciful zeal which is commonly 
confidered as peculiar to ecclefiaftics ; and kings 
and minifters thought themfelves bound in con- 
fcience to extirpate the pnotellant doCtrine. 
Mary herfelf was deeply tinctured with all the 
prejudices of popery ; a pafiionate attachment to 
that fuperitition is vifible in every part of her. 
charafter, and runs through all the fcenes of her 
life : Ihe was devoted too with the utmoft: fub- 
miffion to the princes of Lorrain, her uncles; 
and had been accuftomed from her infancy to 
hften to all their advices with a filial refpedt. 
The profpect of reltoring the public exercife 
of her own religion, the pleafure of complying 
with her uncles, and the hopes of gratifying the 
French monarch,, whom the prefent fituation of 
her afiairs in England made it neceflary to court, 
counterbalanced all the prudent confideratinns 
which had formerly weighed with her. She in- 
ftantly joined the confederacy, which had been 
formed for the deftru&ion of the protellants, and 
altered the whole plan of her conduit with re- 
gard to jMurray and his adherents h. 

h See Append. No. XIV. 
B 3 To 



6 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. IV. 
To this fatal refolution maybe imputed all the 

fubfequent calamities of Mary’s life. Ever iince 
her return into Scotland, fortune may be faid to 
have been propitious to her, rather than adverfe ; 
and if her profperity did not rile to any great 
height, it had, however, fuffered no confiderable 
interruption. A thick and fettled cloud of ad- 
verfity, with few gleams of hope, and none of real 
enjoyment, covers the remainder of her days. 

The effefts of the new fyftem which Mary had 
adopted were foon vifible. The time of the pro- 
rogation of parliament was fhortened ; and by a 
new proclamation the twelfth of March was fixed 
for its meeting1. Mary refolved, without any 
further delay, to proceed to the attainder of the 
rebel lords, and at the fame time determined to 
take fome Heps towards the re-eftablilhment of 
the Romifli religion in Scotland k. The lords of 

the 
i Keith, 326. 
k It is not on the authority of K nox alone, that we charge 

the queen with the defign of re-eftablilhing the Roman ca- 
tholic religion, or at leaft of exempting the profelfors of it 
from the rigour of thofe penal laws to which they were fub- 
jedted. He indeed afferts that the altars, which ihould have 
been erefted in the church of St. Giles, were already pro- 
vided, 394. 1. Mary herfelf, in a letter to the archbilhop 
ofGlafgow, her ambaflador in France, acknowledges, “ that 
in that parliament (he intended to have done folne good, with 
refpedt to reftoring the old religion.” Keith, 331. 2. The 
fpiritual lords, i. e. the popiih ecclefiaftics, had, by her au- 
thority, refumed their ancient place in that alfembly. Ibid. 
3. She had joined the confederacy at Bayonne. Keith, Ap- 
pend. 167. 4. She allowed mafs to be celebrated in differ- 
ent parts of the kingdom, ibid, j and declared that (he would 
have mafs free for all men that would hear it. Good. vol. i. 
274. 5. Blackwood, who was furnifhed by the archbiihop 
of Glafgow with materials for writing his Mar tyre de Mare, 
affirms that the queen intended to have procuted in this par- 

liament. 



I566.] HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 7 
the articles were chofen as ufual to prepare the 
bufinefs which was to come before the parliament. 
They were all perfons in whom the queen could 
confide, and bent to promote her defigns. The 
rain of Murray and his party feemed now inevi- 
table, and the danger of the reformed church 
imminent, when an event unexpeftedly happened 
which laved both. If we regard either the bar- 
barity of that age, when fuch acts of violence 
were common, or the mean condition of the un- 
happy perfon who fuffered, the event is little re- 
markable ; but if we refledt upon the circum- 
ftances with which it was attended, or upon the 
confequences which followed it, it appears ex- 
tremely memorable ; and the rife and progrefs of 
it deferve to be traced with great care. 

Darnly’s external accomplilhments had ex- 
cited that hidden and violent paffion which raifed 
him to the throne. But the qualities of his mind 
correiponded ill with the beauty of his perfon. 
Of a weak underftanding,and without experience, 
conceited at the fame time of his own abilities, 
and afcnbing his extraordinary fuccefs entirely to 
his diilinguiihed merit, all the queen’s favour 
made no imprefiion on fuch a temper. All her 
gentlenefs could not bridle his imperious and un- 
governable fpirit. All her attention to place 
about him perfons capable of directing his con- 
duCt, could not preferve him from rath and im- 
prudent actions1. Fond of all the amufements, 
and even prone to all the vices of youth, he be- 
came by degrees carelefs of her perfon, and a 

Uamer.t, if not the re eftablithment of the catholic religion, at 
ieaft fime'hi'ig for the eafe of catholics. Jebb, vol. ii. 204. 

1 Goud. vol. 1. 222. 
ftranger 



8 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. IV. 
ftranger to her company. To a woman, and a 
queen, fuch behaviour was intolerable. The 
lower fhe had Hooped in order to raife him, hi; 
behaviour appeared the more ungenerous and 
criminal: and in proportion to the ftrength of 
her firft affedh’on, was the violence with which 
her difappointed paflion now operated. A few 
months after the marriage, their domeftic quarrels 
began to be obferved. The extravagance of 
Darnly’s ambition gave rife to thefe. Inftead 
of being fatisfied with a ihare in the adminiilration 
of government, or with the title of king, which 
Mary, by an unprecedented ftretch of power, had 
conferred on him, he demanded the crown matri- 
monial with the moft infolent importunity”1. 
Though Mary alleged that this gift was beyond 
her power, and that the authority of parliament 
mud be interpofed to bedow it, he wanted either 
underdanding to comprehend, or temper to ad- 
mit, fo jud a defence; and often renewed and 
urged his requed. 

Rizio, whom the king had fird taken into 
great confidence, did not humour him in thefe 
follies. By this he incurred Henry’s difpleafure ; 
and as it was impoflible for Mary to behave to- 
wards her hufband with the fame atfeftion which 
didinguifhed the fird and happy days of their 
union, he imputed this coldnefs, not to his own 
behaviour which had fo well merited it, but to 
the infinuations of Rizio. Mary’s own conduit 

ra Keith, 329. Id. App. 163,166. Knox, 404. The 
eagernefs of the king to obtain the Crotun Matrimonial is not 
furprifing, when the extent of the powers which that title 
conveyed, as explained in the text and note p. 158, is taken 
into confidcration, 

confirmed 



I566.] HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. Q 

confirmed and itrengthened thefe fufpicions. She 
treated this ftranger with a familiarity, and ad- 
mitted him to a (hare in her confidence, to which 
neither his firit condition, nor the office fhe had 
lately bellowed on him, gave him any title. He 
was perpetually in her prefence, intermeddled 
in every bufinefs, and, together with a few fa- 
vourites, was the companion of all her private 
amufements. The haughty fpirit of Darnly 
could not bear the intrufion of fuch an upllart; 
and impatient of any delay, and unreflraiued by 
any fcruple, he inflantly refolved to get rid of 
him by violence. 

At the fame time another defign, which took 
its rife from very different motives, was carrying 
on againft the life of Rizio. Morton, Ruthven, 
X-indfay, and Maitland, were the contrivers of 
it. In all former commotions they had been 
ftriclly united with Murray, though in the late 
infurredlion they had deferted him, for various 
reafons. Morton was nearly allied to the family 
of Angus, and, during the minority of the pre- 
fent earl, afted as chief of the name of Douglas. 
Ruthven was married to the king’s aunt. Lind- 
fay’s wife was of the fame blood. All thefe had 
warmly concurred with the queen in promoting 
a marriage which did fo much honour to the 
houfe of Douglas, and naturally expected, that, 
under a king of their own blood, the chief ma- 
nagement of affairs would be committed to them. 
Maitland, with his ufual fagacity, forefaw that 
Murray’s oppofition to the match would prove 
dangerous and ineffeftual; but whoever ruled 
at court, he hoped, by his dexterity and talents, 
to render himfelf neceflary and of importance. 
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They were all equally difappointed in their ex- 
pectations. The king’s headilrong temper ren- 
dered him incapable of advice. The queen could 
not help dillrulting men who had been fo long 
and fo intimately connefted with Murray, and 
gave herfelf up entirely to fuch counfellors as 
complied with all her inclinations. The return 
of that nobleman and his followers was therefore 
the only event which could rellore Morton, 
Maitland, and their affociates, to their former 
afcendant over the queen’s councils. For this 
reafon, nothing could be more mortifying to 
them, than the refolution which Mary had taken 
to treat the exiles with rigour. This they im- 
puted to Rizio, who, after he had engaged to 
aid Murray with all his iuterell, was now the 
molt adtive inftrument in promoting the meafures 
which were concerted for the ruin of that noble- 
man. This officious zeal completed the difgult 
which they had conceived againlt him, and in- 
fpired them with thoughts of vengeance, in no 
wife fuitable to jultice, to humanity, or to their 
Own dignity. 

While they were ruminating upon their fcheme, 
the king communicated his refolution to be aveng- 
ed of Rizio to lord Ruthven, and implored his 
affiftance, and that of his friends, towards the 
execution of this defign. Nothing could be more 
acceptable to them than this overture. They 
faw at once all the advantages they would reap, 
by the concurrence of fuch an affociate. Their 
ovvn private revenge upon Rizio would pafs, they 
hoped, for an adl of obedience to the king ; and 
they did not defpair of obtaining the reftoration 
pf their baniihed friends, and fecurity for the pro* 

tellant 
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ttftant religion, as the price of their compliance 
with his will. 

But as Henry was no lefs fickle than rafin, they 
hefitated for fome time, and determined to ad ■ 
vance no farther, without taking every pofiible 
precaution for their own fafety. They did not, 
in the mean time, fuffer the king’s refentment to 
abate. Morton, who was inferior to no man of 
that intriguing age in all the arts of infinuation 
and addrefs, took the young prince under his 
management. He wrought upon his ruling paf- 
fion, ambition to obtain the matrimonial crown. 
He reprefented Rizio’s credit with the queen to 
be the chief and only obftacle to his fuccefs in 
that demand. This minion alone, he faid, pof- 
felfed her confidence ; and out of complaifance to 
him, her fubjects, her nobility, and even her 
hufband, were excluded from any participation 
of her fecret councils. Under the appearance 
of a confidence merely political, he infinuated, 
and the king perhaps believed, that a familiarity 
of a quite different and very criminal nature 
might be concealed". Such various and com- 

plicated 
n Of all our hiP.or*anp, Buchanan alone avowedly accufes 

Mary of a criminal love for Rizio, 340. 344. Knox (lightly 
infinuates that (uch a fufpicion was entertameo, 391. Mel- 
vil, in a conversation with the queen, intimates that he was 
afraid her familiarity withjtizio might be liable to mifcon- 
ftruftion, no. The king himfelf feems, both by Melvil’s 
account, and by his expoflulation with the queen, which 
Ruthven mentions, to have given credit to thefe fufpicions. 
Melv. 127. Keith, Append. 123, 124. That the king’s 
(ufpicir.ns were ftrong, is likewife evident from the paper 
publilhed, Append. No. XV. But in oppofition to thefe fuf- 
picions, and they are nothing more, we may obferve that 
Raulet the queen’s French (ecretary, was difmifl'ed from 

her 
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plicated paflions raged in the king’s bofom with 
the utmoft fury. He became more impatient 
than ever of any delay, and even threatened to 
ftrike the intended blow with his own hand. 
At laft preliminaries were fettled on both fides, 
and articles for their mutual fecurity agreed 
upon. The king engaged to prevent the at- 
tainder of the banilhed lords, to confent to their 
return into Scotland, to obtain for them an 
ample remiffion of all their crimes, and to fup- 
port, to the utmoft of his power, the religion 
which was now eftablilhed in the kingdom. On 
their parts they undertook to procure the crown 
matrimonial for Henry, to fecure his right of 
fucceffion, if the queen ftiould die before him 
without iffue, and to defend that right to the 
uttermoft, againft whatever perfon ihould pre- 
fume to difpute it; and if either Ri/.io, or any 
other perfon, Ihould happen to be killed in pro- 

her fervice, and Rizio advanced to that office, in December 
1564. Keith, 26S. It was in confequence of this prefer- 
ment, that he acquired his great credit with the queen. 
Melv. 107. Darnly arrived in Scotland about two months 
after. Keith, 269. The queen immediately conceived for 
him a paffion, which had all the fymptoms of genuiue and 
violent love. Rizio aided this paffion, and promoted the 
marriage with all his intereft. Melv. m. During fome 
months after the marriage, the queen’s fondnefs for Damly 
continued. She foon proved with child. From this enume- 
ration of circumftances, it appears almofl: impoffible that the 
queen, unlefs we fuppofe her to have been a woman utterly 
abandoned, could carry on any criminal intrigue with Rizio. 
Rut the filence of Randolph, the Englilh relident, a man 
abundantly ready to mention and to aggravate Mary’s faults, 
and who does not once inlinuate that her confidence in Rizio 
concealed any thing ciiminal, is in itfelf afufficient vindica- 
tion of her innocence. 

focutino- 
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fecuting the defign, the king promifed to ac- 
knowledge himfelf to be the author of the 
cnterprife, and to protect thofe who were em- 
barked in it°. 

Nothing now remained but to concert the 
plan of operation, to chufe the aftors, and to 
allign them their parts in perpetrating this de- 
tellable crime. Every circumllance here paints 
and charafterifes the manners and men of that 
age, and fills us with horror at both. The 
place chofen for committing fuch a deed, was the 
queen’s bed chamber. Though Mary was now 
in the fixth month of her pregnancy, and though 
Rizio might have been feized elfewhere without 
any difficulty, the king pitched upon this place, 
that he might enjoy the malicious pleafure of 
reproaching Rizio with his crimes before the 
queen’s face. The earl of Morton, the lord 
high chancellor of the kingdom, undertook to 
direcl an enterprife, carried on in defiance of all 
the laws of which he was bound to be the 
guardian. The lord Ruthven, who had been 
confined to his bed for three months by a very 
dangerous diltemper, and who was Hill fo feeble 
that he could hardly walk, or bear the weight 
of his own armour, was intrufted with the exe- 
cutive part; and while he himfelf needed to be 
fupported by two men, he came abroad to com- 
mit a murder in the prefence of his fovereign. 

On the ninth of March, Morton entered the 
court of the palace with an hundred and lixty 
men ; and without noife, or meeting with any 
refillance, feized all the gates. While the queen 

0 Good. vol. i. 266. 
C VOL. 11. was 



14 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. IV. 
was at fupper with the countefs of Argyll, 
Rizio, and a few other perfons, the king fud- 
denly entered the apartment by a private paf- 
fage. At his back was Ruthven, clad in com- 
plete armour, and with that ghaftly and horrid 
look which long ficknefs had given him. Three 
or four of his molt trully accomplices followed 
him. Such an unufual appearance alarmed 
thofe who were prefent. Rizio inftantly ap- 
prehended that he was the vidtim at whom the 
blow was aimed; and in the utmoft conlterna- 
tion retired behind the queen, of whom he laid 
hold, hoping that the reverence due to her per- 
fon might prove fome prote&ion to him. The 
confpirators had proceeded too far to be re- 
llrained by any coniideration of that kind. 
Numbers of armed men rulhed into the chamber. 
Ruthven drew his dagger, and with a furious 
mien and voice commanded Rizio to leave a 
place of which he was unworthy, and which he 
had occupied too long. Mary employed tears, 
and entreaties, and threatenings, to fave her 
favourite. But, notwithftanding all thefe, he 
was torn from her by violence, and before he 
could be dragged through the next apartment, 
the rage of his enemies put an end to his life, 
piercing his body with fifty-fix wounds P. 

Athol, Huntly, Bothwell, and other confi- 
dents of the queen, who had apartments in the 
palace, were alarmed at the uproar, and filled 
with the utmoft terror on their own account; 
but either no violence was intended againft 
them, or the confpirators durft not Ihed the 

P See Append. No. XV, 
nobleft 
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nobleft blood in the kingdom in the fame illegal 
manner with which they had ventured to take 
the life of a ftranger. Some of them were 
difmiffed, and others made their efcape. 

The confpirators, in the mean time, kept pof- 
feffion of the palace, and guarded the queen 
with the utmoft care. A proclamation was pub- 
lifhed by the king, prohibiting the parliament 
to meet on the day appointed ; and meafures 
were taken by him for preventing any tumult in 
the city*]. Murray, Rothes, and their follow- 
ers, being informed of every ftep taken againft 
Rizio, arrived at Edinburgh next evening. Mur- 
ray was graciouily received both by the king 
and queen: by the former, on account of the 
articles which had been agreed upon between 
them; by the latter, becaufe fhe hoped to pre- 
vail on him, by gentle treatment, not to take 
part with the murderers of Rizio. Their power 
ihe ftiil felt and dreaded; and the infult which 
they had offered to her authority, and even to 
her perfon, fo far exceeded any crime fhe could 
impute to Murray, that in hopes of wreaking 
her vengeance on them, fhe became extremely 
willing to be reconciled to him. The obliga- 
tions, however, which Murray lay under to 
men who had hazarded their lives on his account, 
engaged him to labour for their fafety. The 
queen, who fcarcely had the liberty of choice left, 
was perfuaded to admit Morton and Ruthven 
into her prefence, and to grant them the pro- 
mife of pardon in whatever terms they fhould 
deem neceffary for their own fecurity. 

q Keith, Appendix, 126. 
C Z The 
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The king, meanwhile, flood aftonifhed at the 

boldnefs and fuccefs of his own enterprife, and 
uncertain what courfe to hold. The queen ob- 
ferved his irrefolution, and availed herfelf of it. 
She employed all her art to difengage him from 
his new afiociates. His confcioufnefs of the in- 
fult which he had offered to fo illuilrious a be- 
nefa&refs, infpired him with uncommon facility 
and complaifance. In fpite of all the warnings 
he received to diflrult the queen’s artifices, fhe 
prevailed on him to difmifs the guards which 
the confpirators had placed on her perfon ; and 
that fame night [March 11 ] he made his efcape 
along with her, attended by three perfons only, 
and retired to Dunbar. The fcheme of their 
flight had been communicated to Huntly and 
Bothwell, and they were quickly joined by them 
and feveral other of the nobles. Bothwell’s eflate 
lay in that corner of the kingdom, and his fol- 
lowers crowded to their chief in fuch numbers, 
as foon enabled the queen to fet the power of 
the confpirators at defiance. 

This hidden flight filled them with inexprefiihle 
conflernation. They had obtained a promife of 
pardon ; and it now appeared from the queen’s 
condinft, that nothing more was intended by this 
promife than to amufe them, and to gain time. 
They ventured, however, to demand the accom- 
plifhment of it; but their meflenger was detained 
a prifoner, and the queen advancing towards 
Edinburgh at the head of eight thoufand men, 
talked in the higheft ftrain of refentment and re- 
venge. She had the addrefs, at the fame time, 
to feparate Murray and his aflbciates from the 
confpirators againft Rizio. Senlible that the 

union 



I566.] HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 17 
union of thefe parties would form a confederacy 
which might prove formidable to the crown, (he 
expreffed great willingnefs to receive the former 
into favour ; towards the latter, (he declared her- 
felf inexorable. Murray and his followers were 
no lefs willing to accept a pardon on her terms. 
The confpirators againft Rizio, deprived of every 
refource, and incapable of refiftance, fled pre- 
cipitately to Newcaftle [March 19], having thus 
changed fituations with Murray and his party, 
who left that place a few days before. 

No man fo remarkable for wifdom, and even 
for cunning, as the earl of Morton, ever engaged 
in a more unfortunate enterprife. Deferted balely 
by the king, who now denied his knowledge of 
the confpiracy by public proclamations, and 
abandoned ungeneroufly by Murray and his par- 
ty r, he was obliged to fly from his native country, 
to refign the highell office, and to part with one 
of the moft opulent fortunes in the kingdom. 

On her return to Edinburgh, Mary began to 
proceed againft thofe concerned in the murder of 
Rizio with the utmoft rigour of law. But, in 
praife of her clemency, it muft be obferved, that 
only two perfons, and thefe of no confiderable 
rank, fuffered for this crimes. 

In this confpiracy there is one circumftance 
which, though fomewhat detached, deferves not 
to be forgotten. In the confederacy between the 
king and the confpirators, the real intention of 
which was affaffination, the preferving of the re- 
formed church is, neverthelefs, one of the moft 
confiderable articles ; and the fame men who were 
preparing to violate one of the firft duties of 

1 ^Idv. 130. * Keith, Appendix, 130. 134.. 
C 3 morality,. 
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morality, affe&ed the higheft regard for religion. 
Hiftory relates thefe extravagances of the human 
mind, without pretending to jullify, or even to 
account for them ; and regulating her own opi- 
nions by the eternal and immutable laws ofjuitice 
and of virtue, points out fuch inconfiftencies, as 
features of the age which fhe defcribes, and re- 
cords them for the inftruftion of ages to come. 

As this is the fecond initance of deliberate 
aflaffination which has occurred, and as we fhall 
hereafter meet with many otjier inltances of the 
fame crime, the caufes which gave rife to a prac- 
tice fo fliocking to humanity deferve our particu- 
lar attention. Refentment is, for obvious and 
wife reafons, one of the ftrongeft paffions of the 
human mind. The natural demand of this paffion 
is, that the perfon who feels the injury fhould 
himfelf inftitt the vengeance due on that account. 
The permitting this, however, would have been 
deftructive to fociety; and punifhment would 
have known no bounds, either in feverity or in 
duration. For this reafon, in the very infancy 
of the focial ftate, the fvvord was taken out of 
private hands, and committed to the magittrate. 
But at firft, while laws aimed at reitraining, they 
really ftrengthened the principle of revenge. The 
earlieil and molt Ample punilhment for crimes 
was retaliation ; the offender forfeited limb for 
limb, and life for life. The payment of a com- 
penfation to the perfon injured, fucceeded to the 
rigour of the former inftitution. In both theie, 
the gratification of private revenge was the ob- 
ject of law ; and he who fuffered the wrong was 
the only perfon who had a right to purfue, to ex- 
ait, or to remit the punifhment. While laws 

allowed 
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allowed fuch full fcope to the revenge of one 
party, the interefts of the other were not ne- 
gledted. If the evidence of his guilt did not 
amount to a full proof, or if he reckoned himfelf 
to be unjuftly accufed, the perfon to whom a 
crime was imputed had a right to challenge his 
adverfary to fingle combat, and, on obtaining the 
viftory, vindicated his own honour. In almoft 
every confiderable caufe, whether civil or crimi- 
nal, arms were appealed to, in defence, either of 
the innocence, or the property, of the parties. 
Juilice had feldom occafion to ufe her balance ; 
the fword alone decided every conteft. The 
paflion of revenge was nourilhed by all thefe 
means, and grew, by daily indulgence, to be in- 
credibly llrong. Mankind became habituated to 
blood, not only in times of war, but of peace ; 
and from this, as well as other caufes, contracted 
an amazing ferocity of temper and of manners. 
This ferocity, however, made it neceffary to dit- 
courage the trial by combat ; to abolilh the pay- 
ment of compenfations in criminal cales ; and to 
think of fome milder method of terminating dif- 
putes concerning civil rights. The punifhments 
for crimes became more fevere, and the regula- 
tions concerning property more fixed ; but the 
princes, whofe province it was to inflidt the one 
and to enforce the other, poffeffed little power. 
Great offenders defpifed their authority ; fmaller 
ones flickered themfelves under the jurifdiftion of 
thofe from whofe protection they expected im- 
punity. The adminiftration of juflice was ex- 
tremely feeble and dilatory. An attempt to 
punifh the crimes of a chieftain, or even of his 
vaflals, often excited rebellions and civil wais. 

To 
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To nobles, haughty and independent, among 
whom the caufes of difcord were many and un- 
avoidable, who were quick in difcerning an injury, 
and impatient to revenge it; who deemed it in- 
famous to fubmit to an enemy, and cowardly to 
forgive him ; who coniidered the right of punid.. 
ing thofe who had injured them, as a privilege of 
their order and a mark of independence ; fuch 
flow proceedings were extremely unfatisfactory. 
The blood of their adverfary was, in their opir 
nion, the only thing which could wafh away an 
affront; where that was not fhed, their revenge 
was difappointed, their courage became fufpect- 
ed, and a ftain was left on their honour. That 
vengeance, which the impotent hand of the 
magiilrate could not inflidl, their own could eafily 
execute. Under governments fo feeble, men 
affumed, as in a date of nature, the right of judg- 
ing and redreffing their own wrongs ; and thus 
affaffmation, a crime of all others the mod de- 
ftructive to fociety, came not only to be allowed, 
but to be reckoned honourable. 

The hiftory of Europe, during the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries, abounds with deteftable 
inftances of this crime. It prevailed chiefly 
among the French and Scots, between whom 
there was a clofe intercourfe at that time, and a 
furprifing refemblance in their national charac- 
ters. In one thoufand four hundred and feven, 
the only brother of the king of France was mur- 
dered publicly in the itreets of Paris ; and fo far 
was this horrible a£tion from meeting with pro- 
per punifhment, that an eminent lawyer was al- 
lowed to plead in defence of it before the peers 
of France, and avowedly to maintain the lawful- 
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nefs of aflaflination. In one thoufand four hun- 
dred and feventeen, it required all the eloquence 
and authority of the famous Gerfon, to prevail 
on the council of Conilance to condemn this 
propofition, “ That there are fome cafes in 
which allallination is a virtue more meritorious 
in a knight than in a fquire, and more meritorious 
in a king than in a knight T’ The number of 
eminent perfons who were murdered in France 
and Scotland, on account either of private, or 
political, or religious quarrels, during the fifteenth 
and fixteenth centuries, is almoft incredible. Even 
after thofe caufes which lirft gave rife to this 
barbarous practice were removed ; after the 
jurifdiclion of magiftrates and the authority of 
laws were better eftablifhed, and become more 
univerfal; after the progrefs of learning and phi- 
lofophy had polifhed the manners, and humanized 
the minds of men, this crime continued in fome 
degree. It was towards the clofe of the feven- 
teenth century before it difappeared in France. 
The additional vigour which the royal authority 
acquired by the acceflion of James VI. to the 
throne of England, feems to have put a itop to 
it in Scotland. 

The influence, however, of any national cuf- 
tom, both on the underltanding and on the heart, 
and how far it may go towards perverting or 
extinguifhing moral principles of the greatell 
importance, is remarkable. The authors of thofe 
ages have perfedfly imbibed the fentiments of 
their cotemporaries, with regard to affaffination ; 
and they who had leifure to reflect and to judge, 
appear to be no more fhocked at this crime, than 

t L’Enfant, Hift. Cone, de Conft. 
the 
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the perfons who committed it during the heat and 
impetuofity of paffion. Buchanan defcribes the 
murder of cardinal Beatoun and of Rizio, with- 
out exprefling thofe feelings which are natural to 
a man, or that indignation which became an hif- 
torian u. Knox, whofe mind was fiercer and more 
unpolifhed, relates the death of Beatoun and of 
the duke of Guife, not only without cenfure, but 
with the utmoft exultationx. On the other 
hand, the biihop of Rofs mentions the aflaflina- 
tion of the earl of Murray with fome degree of 
applaufe f. Blackwood dwells upon it with the 
moft indecent triumph, and afcribes it directly 
to the hand of God *. Lord Ruthven, the prin- 
cipal after in the confpiracy againft Rizio, wrote 
an account of it fome fhort time before his own 
death, and in all his long narrative there is not 
one expreffion of regret, or one fymptom of com- 
punCtion, for a crime no lefs difhonourable than 
barbarous ^ Morton, equally guilty of the fame 
crime, entertained the fame fentiments concerning 
it; and in his laft moments, neither he himfelf, 
nor the minifters who attended him, feem to have 
confidered it as an aftion which called for re- 
pentance ; even then he talks of David’s Jlaughter 
as coolly as if it had been an innocent or com- 
mendable deed b. The vices of another age alto- 
nilh and fliock us; the vices of our own become 
familiar, and excite little horror c. I return from 
this digreflion to the courfe of the hiftory. b The 

u Buchan. 195. 345* x Knox, 334. 
y Anderf. 3- ^4- * Jebb’ *• 263. 
a Keith, Append. 119. b Crawf. Mem. Append, 
c In the firft accounts of Rizio’s murder fent to England, 

there feem to have been mingled (as is ulual In relating ex- traordinary 
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The charm, which had at firft attached the 

queen to Darnly, and held them for fome time 
in an happy union, was now entirely diffolved ; 
and love no longer covering his follies and vices 
with its friendly veil, they appeared to Mary in 
their full dimenfion and deformityd. Though 
Henry publiflied a proclamation, declaiming any 
knowledge of the confpiracy again it Rizio, the 
queen was fully convinced, that he was not only 
acceffary to the contrivance, but to the commii- 
lion of that odious crime e. That very power 
which, with liberal and unfufpicious fondnefs, 
(he had conferred upon him, he had employed to 
infult her authority, to limit her prerogative, and 
to endanger her perfon. Such an outrage it was 
impoffible any woman could bear or forgive. 
Cold civilities, fecret diitruit, frequent quarrels, 
fucceeded to their former tranfports of affection 
and confidence. The queen’s favours were no 
longer conveyed through his hands. The crowd 
of expectants ceafed to court his patronage, which 
they found to avail fo little. Among the nobles, 
fome dreaded his furious temper, others com- 
plained of his perfidioufnefs; and all of them 

traordinary events) fome circumftanc.es, which afterwards 
appeared to be falfe: among others, that a friar named Black, 
had been (lain at the fame time with Rizio. Packhurft 
bifliop of Norwich, in communicating this intelligence to his 
correfpondenqBullinger, an eminent reformed divine of Zurich, 
expreffes no condemnation of the murder of Rizio, and ex- 
ults over the fuppofed death of the friar, in terms which, in 
our times, will appear as (hocking as they are puerile: 
“ Fraterculus quidam, nomine Black, papiftarum antefig. 
nanus, eodem tempore in aula occiditur : Sic niger hie ne- 
bulo, nigra quoque motte peremptus, invitus nigrum fubito 
defcenditinOrcum.” Burn. Hift, of Refortn.iii. App. 360. 

d See Appendix, No.XVI. e Keith, 350. 
defpifed 
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defpifed the weaknefs of his underitanding and 
tlie inconftancy of his heart. The people them- 
lelves obferved fome parts of his conduct, which 
little fuited the dignity of a king. Addicted to 
drunkennefs, beyond what the manners of that 
age could bear, and indulging irregular paffions, 
which even the lieentioufnefs of youth could not 
excufe, he, by his indecent behaviour, provoked 
the queen to the utmoft ; and the pafiions which 
it occaiioned often forced tears from her eyes, 
both in public and private f. Her averfion for 
him increafed every day, and could be no longer 
concealed. He was often abfent from court, ap- 
peared there with little fplendour, and was truited 
with no power. Avoided equally by thofe who 
endeavoured to pleafe the queen, who favoured 
Morton and his affociates, or who adhered to the 
houfe of Hamilton, he was lek aimolt alone in a 
neglefted and unpitied felitude s. 

About this time a new favourite grew into 
great credit with the queen, and foon gained an 
afcendant over her heart, which encouraged his 
enterprifing genius to form deiigns that proved 
fatal to himfelf, and the occafion of all Mary’s 
fubfequent misfortunes. This was James Hep- 
burn, earl of Bothwell, the head of an ancient 
family, and, by his extenlive polfellions and nu- 
merous vaflals, one of the molt powerful noblemen 
in the kingdom. Even in that turbulent age, 
when fo many vail pi oj efts were laid open to an 
afpiring mind, and invited it to aftion, no man’s 
ambition was more daring than Bothwell’s, or 
had recourfe to bolder or more fingular expedients 

f Keith, 329. 2 Melv. 131, &c, 
for 
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for obtaining power h. When almoft every perfon 
of diftinftion in the kingdom, whether papift or 
proteftant, had joined the congregation in op- 
pofing the dangerous encroachments of theFrench 
upon the liberties of the nation, he, though an 
avowed proteftant, adhered to the queen regent, 
and acted with vigour on her fide. The fuccefs 
which attended the arms of the congregation 
having obliged him to retire into France, he was 
taken into the queen’s fervice, and continued with 
her till the time of her return into Scotland *. 
From that period, every ftep of his condudt to- 
wards Mary was remarkably dutiful; and amidfl: 
all the ftiiftings of faction, we fcarcely ever find 
him holding any courfe which could be offenfive 
to her. When Murray’s proceedings with regard 
to her marriage gave umbrage to the queen, Ihe 
recalled Bothwell from that banilhment into which 
Ike had been obliged with reluctance to drive 
him, and confidered his zeal and abilities as the 
moft powerful fupports of her authority. When 
the confpirators againft Rizio feized her perfon, 
he became the chief inftrument of recovering her 
liberty, and ferved her, on that occafion, with 

h The enterprifing fp'rit of Bothwell was fo confpicuous 
as to procure him feveral marks of diftindtion during hisrefi- 
dence in France, Hardwicke’s State Papers, i. 143. Throg- 
morton, the Englifh ambafiador at Paris, and one of the 
mod fagacious minifters employed by Elizabeth, points him 
out as a perfon who was to be dreaded and obferved. “ The 
earl of Bothwell,” fays he in a letter, Nov. 28, 1560, “ is 
departed to return into Scotland, and hath made boaft that 
he will do great things, and live in Scotland in defpite of all 
men. He is a glorious, rath, and hazardous^oang- man ; and 
therefore it were meet that his adverfaries Ihould both have 
an eye to him, and alfo keep him ihort.” Ibid. p. 143, 

1 Anderf. i. go, 
VOL. II. D fo 
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fo much fidelity and fuccefs, as made the deepeft 
imprefiion on her mind, and greatly increafed the 
confidence which fhe had hitherto placed in himk. 
Her gratitude loaded him with marks of her 
bounty ; Ihe raifed him to offices of profit and of 
truft, and tranfafted no matter of importance 
without his advice1. By complaifance and affi- 
duity he confirmed and fortified thefe difpofitions 
of the queen in his favour, and infenfibly paved 
the way towards that vail projedl, which his im- 
moderate ambition had perhaps already conceived, 
and which, in fpite of many difficulties, and at 
the expence of many crimes, he at laft accom- 
plilhed. 

The hour of the queen’s delivery now ap- 
proached. As her palace was defended only by 
a llender guard, it feemed imprudent to expofe her 
perfon, at this time, to the infults Ihe might fuffer 
in a kingdom torn by fadlions and prone to mu- 
tiny. For this reafon, the privy council advifed 
the queen to fix her refidence in the caille of 
Edinburgh, the ftrongell fortrefs in the kingdom, 
and the moll proper place for the fecurity of her 
perfon m. In order to render this fecurity more 
perfedl, Mary laboured to extinguilh the domeitic ; 
feuds which divided fome of the principal nobles. 
Murray and Argyll were exafperated againft 
Huntly and Bothwell, by reciprocal and repeated 
injuries. The queen, by her authority and en- 
treaties, effedled a reconcilement among them, 
and drew from them a promife to bury their dif- 
cords in everlafting oblivion. This reconcilement 
Mary had fo much at heart, that ffie made it 

k Anderf. 92, 93. iMelv. 133. Knox, 396. 
«n Keith, 333. 
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the condition on which fhe again received Murray 
into favour". 

On the nineteenth of June, Mary was delivered 
of her only fon James, a prince whofe birth was 
happy for the whole ifland, and unfortunate to 
her alone. His acceffion to the throne of Eng- 
land united the two divided kingdoms in one 
mighty monarchy, and eftablifhed the power of 
Great Britain on a firm foundation j while fhe, 
torn early from her fon by the cruelty of her 
fate, was never allowed to indulge thofe tender 
pafiions, nor to tafte thofe joys which fill the 
heart of a mother. 

Melvil was inftantly difpatched to London with 
an account of this event. It ftruck Elizabeth, 
at fir ft, in a fenfible manner ; and the advantage 
and fuperiority which her rival had acquired by 
the birth of a fon, forced tears from her eyes. 
But before Melvil was admitted to audience, fhe 
had fo far recovered the command of herfelf, as 
to receive him not only with decency, but with 
exceffiye cheerfulnefs; and willingly accepted the 
invitation which Mary gave her, to Hand god- 
mother to her fon °. 

As Mary loved fplendour and magnificence, 
fhe refolved to celebrate the baptifm of the young 
prince with great pomp; and for that purpofe 
fent invitations of the fame kind to the French 
king, and to the duke of Savoy, the uncle of 
her former hufband. 

The queen, on her recovery, difcovered no 
change in her fentiments with refpeft to the 
king p. The death of Rizio, and the counte- 

" Keith, 336. Append. 139. « Melv. 138. 
P See Append. No. XVII. 
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nance he had given to an aftion fo infolent and 
unjuftifiable, were ftill frefti in her memory. 
She was frequently penfive and dejedted <h 
Though Henry fometimes attended at court, and 
accompanied her in her progreffes through dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom, he met with little 
reverence from the nobles, while Mary treated 
him with the greateft referve, and did not fuffer 
him to polfefs any authorityr. The breach be- 
tween them became every day more apparents. 
Attempts were made towards a reconcilement, 
particularly by Caftelnau, the French ambalfador; 
but after fuch a violent rupture, it was found no 
eafy matter to bind the nuptial knot anew; and 
though he prevailed on the king and queen to 
pafs two nights together1, we may, with great 
probability, pronounce this appearance of union, 
to which Caftelnau trufted, not to have been 
fincere; we know with certainty that it was not 
lafting. 

Bothwell, all this while, was the queen’s prime 
confident. Without his participation no hufinefs 
was concluded, and no favour beftowed. Toge- 
ther with this afcendant over her councils, Both- 
well, if we may believe the contemporary hif- 
torians, acquired no lefs fway over her heart. 
But at what precife time this ambitious lord firft 
allowed the fentiments of a lover to occupy the 
place of that duty and refpeft which a fubject 
owes his fovereign ; or when Mary, inftead of 
gratitude for his faithful fervices, felt a paffion of 
another nature rifing in her bofom, it is no eafy 
matter to determine. Such delicate tranfitions 

q Melv. 148, r Keith, 350. Melv. 13a. 
• Keith, Append, 169. t Ibid. 169, 
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of paffion can be difcerned only by thofe who are 
admitted near the perfons of the parties, and who 
can view the fecret workings of the heart with 
calm and acute obfervation. Neither Knox nor 
Buchanan enjoyed thefe advantages. Their 
humble ftation allowed them only a dillant ac- 
cefs to the queen and her favourite. And the 
ardour of their zeal as well as the violence of their 
prejudices rendered their opinions rafh, precipi- 
tate, and inaccurate. It is by the effefts of this 
reciprocal pafiion, rather than by their accounts 
of it, that fubfequent hiftorians can judge of its 
reality. 

Adventurous as Bothwell’s projeft to gain 
the queen may appear, it was formed and carried 
on under very favourable circumftances. Mary 
was young, gay, and affable. She pofTeffed great 
fenfibility of temper, and was capable of the ut- 
moft tendernefs of affection. She had placed her 
love on a very unworthy objeft, who requited it 
with ingratitude, and treated her with negleft, 
with infolence, and with brutality. All thefe fhe 
felt and refented. In this fituation, the attention 
and complaifance of a man who had vindicated her 
authority and protected her perfon, who entered 
into all her views, who foothed all her pafiions, 
who watched and improved every opportunity of 
infinuating his defign and recommending his paf- 
fion u, could hardly fail of making an impreffion 
on a heart of fuch a frame as Mary’s. 

The haughty fpirit of Darnly, nurfed up in 
flattery, and accuflomed to command, could not 
bear the contempt under which he had now fallen, 
and the date of infignificance to which he faw 

» Andeif. i. 93, 94. 
D 3 himfelf 
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himfelf reduced. But in a country where he was 
univerfally hated or defpifed, he coidd never hope 
to form a party, which would fecond any attempt 
he might make to recover power. He addrefled 
himfelf, therefore, to the pope, and to the kings 
of France and Spain, with many profeflions of his 
own zeal for the catholic religion, and with bitter 
complaints againft the queen, for neglefting to 
promote that intereft x : and foon after, he took 
a refolution, equally wild and defperate, of em- 
barking on board a (hip which he provided, and 
of flying into foreign parts. It is almoil im- 
poffible to form any fat is factory conjefture con- 
cerning the motives which influence a capricious 
and irregular mind. He hoped, perhaps, to re- 
commend himfelf to the catholic princes on the 
continent by his zeal for religion, and that they 
wouldemploytheir interell towards reinftating him 
in the pofleffion of that power which he had loft. 
Perhaps he expected nothing more than the com- 
fort of hiding the difgrace under which he was 
now fallen, among ftrangers, who had never been 
witnefles of his former profperity. 

He comitiunicated the defign to the French 
ambaflador Le Croc, and to his father the earl of 
Hennox. They both endeavoured to difluade him 
from it, but without fuccefs. Lennox, who feems, 
as well as his fon, to have loft the queen’s confi- 
dence, and who, about this time, was feldom at 
court, inftantly communicated the matter to her 
by a letter. Henry, who had refufed to accom- 
pany the queen from Stirling to Edinburgh, was 
likewife abfent from court. He arrived there, 
however, on the fame day ftie received the ac- 

* Knox, 399, 
fount 
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count of his intended flight. But he was more 
than ufually wayward and peevifh; and fcrupling 
to enter the palace unlefs certain lords who at- 
tended the queen were difmifled, Mary was 
obliged to meet him without the gates. At laft 
he fuffered her to conduft him into her own 
apartment. She endeavoured to draw from him 
the reafons of the ftrange refolution which he had 
taken, and to divert him from it. In fpite how- 
ever of all her arguments and intreaties he re- 
mained filent and flexible. Next day the privy 
council, by her direction, expoftulated with him 
on the fame head. He perfilted, notwithftand- 
ing, in his fullennefs and obftinacy ; and neither 
deigned to explain the motives of his conduft, 
nor fignified any intention of altering it. As he 
left the apartment, he turned towards the queen, 
and told her that fhe fhould not fee his face 
again for a long time. A few days after, he 
wrote to Mary, and mentioned two things as 
grounds of his difguft. She herfelf, he laid, no 
longer admitted him into any confidence, and had 
deprived him of all power; and the nobles, after 
her example, treated him with open negleft, fo 
that he appeared in every place without the dig- 
nity and fplendour of a king. 

Nothing could be more mortifying to Mary 
than this intended flight of the king’s, which 
would have fpread the infamy of their domeftic 
quarrel all over Europe. Compaflion for a mo- 
narch who would then appear to be forced into 
exile by her neglebl and ill-ufage, might have dif- 
pofed mankind to entertain fentiments concerning 
the caufes of their difcord, little to her advantage. 
In order, therefore, to prepoffefs the minds of her 

allies, 
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allies, and to fcreen her reputation from any cen- 
fure with which Darnly might endeavour to load 
it, the privy council tranfmitted a narrative of 
this whole tranfaftion both to the king and to 
the queen-mother of France. It is drawn with 
great art, and fets Mary’s conduct in the moll 
favourable point of lights. 

About this time the licence of the borderers 
called for redrefs ; and Mary refolying to hold a 
court of juftice at Jedburgh, the inhabitants of 
feveral adjacent counties were fummoned to at- 
tend their fovereign in arms, according to cuf- 
tom z. Bothwell was at that time lieutenant or 
warden of all the marches, an office among the 
moll important in the kingdom ; and though 
ufually divided into three dillinft governments, 
bellowed by the queen’s favour upon him alone. 
In order to difplay his own valour and a&ivity in 
the difcharge of this trull, he attempted to feize 
a gang of banditti, who, lurking among the 
marfhes of Liddefdale, infelted the reft of the 
country. But while he was laying hold upon 
one of thofe defperadoes, he was wounded by him 
in feveral places [061. 16], fo that his followers 
were obliged to carry him to Hermitage caftle. 
Mary inftantly flew thither, with an impatience 
which has been confidered as marking the anxiety 
of a lover, but little fuited the dignity of a 
queen*. Findingthat Bothwell was threatened with 

no 
Y Keith, 345. 347. zlbid. 353. Good. vol. i. 302. 
a The diftance between Jedburgh and Hermitage is eigh- 

teen Scotti(h miles, through a country almolt impsflable. 
The feafon of the year was far advanced. Bothwell feems 
to have been wounded in a fcuffle, occafioned by the defpair 
of a fingle man, rather than any open infurredtion of the 

3 borderers. 
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no dangerous fymptom, {he returned the fame 
day to Jedburgh. The fatigue of fuch a jour- 
ney, added to the anguifh of mind Ihe had fuf- 
fered on Bothwell’s account, threw her next 
morning into a violent feverb. Her life was 
defpaired of, but her youth, and the vigour of 
her conftitution, refilled the malignity of her 
difeafe. During the continuance of the queen’s 
illnefs, the king, who refided at Stirling, never 
came near Jedburgh c ; and when he afterwards 
[Nov. 5] thought fit to make his appearance 
there, he met with fuch a cold reception, as did 
not encourage him to make any long llayd. 
Mary foon recovered ftrength enough to return 
along the eaftern borders to Dunbar. 

While (he refided in this place, her attention 
was turned towards England. Elizabeth, not- 
withftanding her promife, and even proclamations 
to the contrary, not only allowed, but encou- 
raged Morton and his aflbciates to remain in 
England e. Mary, on the other hand, offered her 
protedlion to feveral Engliih fugitives. Each 
queen watched the motions of the other with a 

borderers. It does not appear that the queen was attended 
by any confiderable train. Had any military operation been 
neceflary, as is fuppofed, Good. vol. i. 304, it would have 
been extremely improper to rifle the queen’s perfon in an 
expedition againft thieves. As foon as the queen found 
Bothwell to be in no danger, flie inflantly returned, and after 
this we hear no more of the infurredtion, nor have we any 
proof that the rioters took refuge in England. As there is 
no farther evidence with refpedl to the motives of this extra- 
ordinary journey, the reader muft judge what degree of credit 
is due to Knox and Buchanan, who aferibe it to the queen’s 
love of Bothwell. 

b Keith, 351, 352. c Jbid. Append. 133. 
J Knux, 400. * Cald. vol. ii. p. 15. 
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jealous attention, and fecretly countenanceed the 
practices which were carrying on to dilturb the 
adminiftration of her rival. 

For this purpofe Mary’s ambaifador, Robert 
Melvil, and her other emiffaries, were extremely 
active and fuccefsful. We may afcribe, in a 
good degree, to their intrigues, that fpirit which 
appeared in the parliament of England, and 
which raifed a ftorm that threatened Elizabeth’s 
domeftic tranquillity more than any other event 
of her reign, and required all her art and dex- 
terity to allay it. 

Elizabeth had now reigned eight years with- 
out difcovering the leaft intention to marry. A 
violent diftemper with which Ihe had lately been 
feized having endangered her life, and alarmed 
the nation with the profpect of all thofe calami- 
ties which are occafioned by a difputed and du- 
bious fucceflion, a motion was made, and eagerly 
liftened to in both houfes, for addrefiing the queen 
to provide againft any fuch danger in times to 
come, either by fignifying her own refolution to 
marry, or by confenting to an aft, eftablilhing 
the order of fucceffion to the crown f. Her love 
to her fubjefts, her duty to the public, her con- 
cern for pofterity, it was afferted, not only called 
upon, but obliged her to take one of thefe Heps. 
The infuperable averiion which (he had all along 
difcovered for marriage, made it improbable that 
Ihe would choofe the former; and if Ihe complied 
with the latter requeft, no title to the crown 
could, with any colour of juftice, be fet in oppo- 
fition to that of the Scottifh queen. Elizabeth 
was fagacious enough to fee the remoteft confe- 

f D’Ewes Journ. of Pari. 105. 
quences 
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quences of this motion, and obferved them with 
the greateft anxiety. Mary, by refufing fo often 
to ratify the treaty of Edinburgh, had plainly- 
intimated a defign of embracing the firft promif- 
ing opportunity for profecuting'her right to the 
Englilh crown ; and by her fecret negociations 
/he had gained many to favour her title £. All 
the Roman catholics ardently wifhed for her fuc- 
ceffion. Her gentlenefs and humanity had re- 
moved many of thofe apprehenfions which the 
proteftants entertained on account of her religion. 
The court faftion, which envied the power of 
Cecil, and endeavoured to wreft the adminiftration 
out of his hands, advanced the pretenfions of the 
Scotti/h queen in oppoiition to him. The union 
of the two kingdoms was a defirable objeft to all 
wife men in both nations ; and the birth of the 
young prince was a fecurity for the continuance 
of this blefling, and gave hopes of its perpetuity. 

Under thele circumftances, and while the na- 
tion was in fuch a temper, a parliamentary de- 
claration of Mary’s title would have been highly' 
detrimental to Elizabeth. The prefent unfettled 
Hate of the fucceffion left much in her power. 
Her refentment alone might have gone far towards 
excluding any of the competitors from the crown ; 
and the dread of this had hitherto reftrained and 
overawed the ambition of the Scottilh queen. 
But if this check fhould be removed by the legal 
acknowledgment of her title, Mary would be 
more at liberty to purfue her dangerous defigns, 
and to aft without fear or referve. Her par- 
tifans were already meditating fchemes for in- 
furreftions in different parts of the kingdom h ; 

E Melv. 136. h Ibid. 147. 
and 
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and an a& of parliament, recognifing the rights 
of that princefs, whofe pretenfions they favoured, 
would have been nothing lefs than a fignal to 
arms ; and notwithftanding Elizabeth’s juft title 
to the affedtions of her fubjefts, might have 
fliaken and endangered her throne. 

While this matter remained in fufpenfe in both 
houfes, an account of it was tranfmitted to Mary 
by Melvil her ambaffador. As ftie did not want 
advocates for her right, even among thofe who 
were near Elizabeth’s perfon, fhe endeavoured to 
cultivate the difpofition which appeared towards 
fettling the rights of fucceffion in her favour, by 
a letter to the privy counfellors of England. 
She expreffed in it a grateful fenfe of Eliza- 
beth’s friendlhip, which Ihe afcribes chiefly to 
their good offices with their fovereign in her 
behalf. She declared her refolution to live in 
perpetual amity with England, without urging 
or purfuing her claim upon the crown any 
farther than flrould be agreeable to the queen. 
But, at the fame time, as her right of fuccef- 
fion was undoubted, Ihe hoped it would be ex- 
amined with candour, and judged of with im- 
partiality. The nobles who attended her wrote 
to the Englifli privy council in the fame ftrain *. 
Mary artfully gave thefe letters the air of being 
nothing more than a declaration of her own and of 
her fubjedts gratitude towards Elizabeth. But 
as fhe could not be ignorant of the jealoufy and 
fear with which Elizabeth obferved the proceed- 
ings of parliament, a ftep fo uncommon as this, 
of one prince’s entering into public correfpond- 
ence with the privy counfellors of another, could 

1 Keith, 354. Append. 136. 
not 
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not be otlierwife conftrued than as taken with 
an intention to encourage the fpirit which had 
already been raifed among the Englifh. In this 
light it feems to have appeared to Elizabeth 
herfelfk. But the difpofition of her people 
rendering it neceffary to treat Mary’s perfon 
with gteat decency, and her title with much 
regard, fhe mentioned it to her only in the foft- 
cft language. 

Nothing, however, could be a more cruel 
mortification to a priucefs of Elizabeth’s cha- 
radler, than the temper which both houfes of 
parliament difcovered on this occalion. She 
bent all her policy to defeat or elude the mo- 
tion. After allowing the firft heat of their 
zeal to evaporate, fhe called into her prefence 
a certain number of each houfe. She foothed 
and carefied them ; fhe threatened and promifed ; 
fhe remitted fubfidies which were due, and re- 
fufed thofe which were offered; and in the end 
prevailed to have this formidable motion put off 
for that fefiion. Happily for her the conduft 
of the Scottifh queen, and the misfortunes 
which befel her, prevented the revival of fuch 
a motion in any future parliament *. 

Meantime, in order to preferve the reputation 
of impartiality, and that fhe might not drive 
Mary into any defperate meafure, fhe committed 
to the Tower one Thornton, who had publiflied 
fometliing derogatory to the right of the Scot- 
tifh linem ; and fignified her difpleafure againfl 
a member of the houfe of commons, who feem- 

k Keith, 357. 1 D’Ewes Journ. 104.—130. 
Camd. 399. Mely, 199. Haynes, 446. m Camd. 401. 
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ed, by fome words in a fpeech, to glance at 
Mary n. 

Amidfl: all her other cares, Mary was ever fo- 
licitous to promote the intereft of that religion 
which flie profeffed. The re-eftablifhment of 
the Romifh doftrine feems to have been her fa- 
vourite pafiion ; and though the defign was con- 
cealed with care and conducted with caution, 
fhe purfued it with a perfevering zeal. At this 
time (he ventured to lay afide fomewhat of her 
ufual referve ; and the aid which fhe expected 
from the popifli princes, who had engaged in the 
league of Bayonne, encouraged her to take a 
ftep which, if we conlider the temper of the 
nation, appears to be extremely bold. Having 
formerly held a fecret correfpondence with the 
court of Rome, fhe now refolved to allow a nun- 
cio from the pope publicly to enter her domi- 
nions. Cardinal Laurea, at that time bifhop of 
Mondovi, was the perfon on whom Pius V. 
conferred this office, and along with him he 
fent the queen a prefent of twenty thoufand 
crowns °. It is not the chara&er of the papal 
court to open its treafury upon diftant or ima- 
ginary hopes. The bufinefs of the nuncio into 
Scotland could be no other than to attempt a 
reconciliation of that kingdom to the Romifh 
fee. Thus Mary herfelf underftood it; and in 
her anfwer to a letter which fhe received from 
the pope, after expreffing her grateful fenfe of 
his paternal care and liberality, fhe promifes that 
fhe would bend her whole ftrength towards the 

n Haynes, 449. 
P 3*5- 

o Vita Card. Laur, ap. Burn. vof. iii. 
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re-cftablifhment and propagation of the catholic 
faith; that fhe would receive the nuncio with 
every pofiible demonftration of refpeft, and con- 
cur, with the utmoft vigour, in all his defigns 
towards promoting the honour of God, and re- 
ftoring peace to the kingdom ; that fhe would 
celebrate the baptifm of the prince according to 
the ceremonies which the Romifh ritual pre- 
fcribes, hoping that her fubjefts would be 
taught, by this example, again to reverence the 
facraments of the church, which they had fo 
long treated with contempt; and that fhe would 
be careful to inftil early into her fon the princi- 
ples of a fincere love and attachment to the ca- 
tholic faith P. But though the nuncio was al- 
ready arrived at Paris, and had fent over one of 
his attendants with part of the money, the queen 
did not think the juncture proper for his recep- 
tion. Elizabeth was preparing to fend a mag- 
nificent embaffy into Scotland, againft the time 
of the prince’s baptifm, and as it would have 
been improper to offend her, fhe wifely contrived, 
under various pretences, to detain Laurea at Pa- 
ris <k The convulfions into which the kingdom 
was thrown foon after, made it impoffible for 
him to purfue his journey any farther. 

At the very time that Mary was fecretly 
carrying on thefe negociations for fubverting 
the reformed church, fhe did not fcruple pub- 
licly to employ her authority towards obtaining 
for its minifters a more certain and comfortable 
fubfiflenceDuring this year, fhe iffued feve- 

P Conai Vita Mariae, ap. Jebb, vol. ii. p. 51. 
9 Keith, Append, ijj. r Keith, 561, 562. Knox, 401. 
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ral proclamations and adls of council for that 
purpofe, and readily approved of every fcheme 
which was propofed for the more effectual pay- 
ment of their ftipends. This part of her conduct 
does little honour to Mary’s integrity: and 
though juilified by the example of princes, who 
often reckon falfehood and deceit among the ne- 
ceffary arts of government, and even authorifed 
by the pernicious cafuiftry of the Roman church, 
which transfers breach of faith to heretics from 
the lift of crimes to that of duties, fuch diffimu- 
lation, however, muft be numbered among thofe 
blemifhes which never ftain a tr 
nerous character. 

December.] As neither the French nor Pied- 
montefe ambaffadors were yet arrived, the bap- 
tifm of the prince was put of from time to time. 
Meanwhile, Mary fixed her refidence at Craig- 
millar'. Such a retirement, perhaps, fuited the 
prefent temper of her mind, and induced her to 
prefer it before her own palace of Holy-rood- 
houfe. Her averfion for the king grew every 
day more confirmed, and was become altogether 
incurable. A deep melancholy fucceeded to 
that gaiety of fpirit which was natural to her. 
The rafhnefs and levity of her own choice, and 
the king’s ingratitude and obflinacy, filled her 
with firame and with defpair. A variety of pafi. 
fions preyed at once on a mind, all whofe fen- 
fations were exquifite and all its emotions ftrong, 
and often extorted from her the lait wifh of the 
unfortunate, that life itfelf might come to an 
end'. 

s Keith, 355. f Ibid. Pref. vii. 
But 

uly great and ge- 
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But as the earl of Bedford, and the count de 

Brienne, the Englifh and French ambaffadors, 
whom fhe had long expedted, arrived about this 
time, Mary was obliged to fupprefs what palled 
in her bofom, and to fet out for Stirling, in or- 
der to celebrate the baotifm of her fon. Bed- 
ford was attended by a numerous and fplendid 
train, and brought prefents from Elizabeth, 
fuitabie to her own dignity, and the refpeft 
with which fhe affected, at that time, to treat 
the queen of Scots. Great preparations had 
been made by Mary, and the magnificence dif- 
played by her on this occafion exceeded whatever 
had been formerly known in Scotland. The ce- 
remony itfelf was performed [Dec. 17] accord- 
ing to the rites of the Romifh church. But 
neither Bedford, nor any of the Scottifh nobles 
who profeffed the proteftant religion, entered 
■within the gates of the chapelu. The fpirit of 
that age, firm and uncomplying, would not, 
upon any inducement, condefcend to witnefs 
an aflion which it deemed idolatrous. 

Henry’s behaviour at this jundture perfedlly 
difcovers the excefs of his caprice, as well as of 
his folly. He chofe to refide at Stirling, but 
confined himfelf to his own apartment; and as 
the queen diftrufted every nobleman who ven- 
tured to converfe with him, he was left in ab- 
folute folitude. Nothing could be more Angu- 
lar, or was lefs expedted, than his choofing to 
appear in a manner that both publifhed the con- 
tempt under which he had fallen, and, by ex- 
pofing the queen’s domeftic unhappinefs to the 

Keith, 360. 
E 3 obferv- 
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obfervation of fo many foreigners, looked like 
a ftep taken on purpofe to mortify and to of- 
fend her. Mary felt this infult fenfibly ;' and 
notwithftanding all her efforts to affume the 
gaiety which fuited the occafion, and which was 
neceffary for the polite reception of her guefts, 
fhe was fometimes obliged to retire, in order 
to be at liberty to indulge her forrow, and give 
vent to her tearsx. The king ftill perfifted in 
his defign of retiring into foreign parts, and 
daily threatened to put it into execution 

The 
* Keith, Pref. vii. 
Y Camden affirms, 401, that Bedford was commanded by 

Elizabeth not to give Darnly the title of king. As this 
was an indignity not to be borne either by Mary or her huf- 
band, it hath been aflerted to be the caufe of the king’s ab- 
fence from the ceremony of hisfon’s bap ifm. Keitn, 360. 
Good. 3 19. But, x. No fuch thing is to be found among 
Bedford’s inftructions, the original of which flill remains. 
Keith, 356. 2. Bedford’s advice to the queen by Melvil is 
utterly inconfiftent with Camden’s aflertion. Melv. 133. 
Melvil’s account is confirmed by Elizabeth’s inftruflions to 
Sir Henry Norris, where (he affirms that fhe commanded 
Bedford to employ his beft offices towards reconciling Mary 
to her hufband, which fhe had attempted to no purpofe. 
Digges’s Compl. Ambaf. p. 13. A paper publifhrd Ap- 
pend. No. XVIII. proves the fame thing. 3. Le Croc the 
French tefident mentions the king’s abfence, but without 
giving that reafon for it which has been founded on Cam- 
den’s words, though, if that had been the real one, it is 
hardly poffible to conceive that he fhould have negledted to 
mention it. Le Croc's firft letter is dated December 2, fame 
time prior to the arrival of the earl of Bedford in Scotland ; 
and when his inftrudlions, either public or fecret, could 
hardly be known. Le Croc plainly fuppofes that the difcord 
between the king and queen was the caufe of his abfence 
from the baptifm, and his account of this matter is that 
which I have followed. Keith, Pref. vii. 4. He informs his 
sourt, that on account of the difference betwixt the king and 
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The ceremony of witneffing the prince’s bap- 

tifm was not the foie bufinefs of Bedford’s em- 
baffy. His indructions contained an overture, 
which ought to have gone far towards extin- 
guilhing thofe jealoufies which had fo long fub- 
fifted between-the two queens. The treaty of 
Edinburgh, which has been fo often mentioned, 
was the principal occafion of thefe. The fpirit, 
however, which had rifen to fuch an height in 
the late parliament, the power of the party 
which favoured the Scottifh queen’s title, the 
number and aftivity of her agents in different 
parts of the kingdom, alarmed Elizabeth, and 
induced her to forego any advantage which the 
ambiguous and artful expreffions in that treaty 
might afford her. Nothing was now demanded 
of Mary, but to renounce any title to the crown 
of England during Elizabeth’s life and the lives 
of her pofterity; who, on the other hand, en- 
gaged to take no ftep which might prove inju- 
rious to Mary’s claim upon the fucceflion z. 

Mary could not, with decency, rejeft a pro- 
pofition fo equitable ; (he infifted, however, that 
Elizabeth (hould order the right upon which 
(he claimed, to be legally examined and pub- 

the queen, he had refuted to hold any further correfpondence 
with the former, though he appears, in many inflances, to 
have been his gieat confident- Ibid. 5. As the king was 
n t prelent at the baptifm, he feems to have been 'e eluded 
from ai y (hare in the ordinal y admi iflration of bufinefs. 
Two aits of privy council, one on the 20th, and the other on 
the 2ill of December, ate found in Keith, 5r2 They both 
run in the queen’s name alone. The king feems not to have 
been prelent. This could* not be owing to Elizabeth's in- 
flruitions to Bedford. 

» Keith, 356. 
licly 
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licly recognifed, and particularly that the tefta- 
ment of Henry VIII. whereby he had excluded 
the defcendants of his eldeft filler the queen of 
Scotland, from the place due to them in the 
order of fuccefiion, might be produced, and con- 
fidered by the Engliih nobility. Mary’s mi- 
nillers had creduloully embraced an opinion, 
that this tellament, which they fo juftly con- 
ceived to be injurious to their miftrefs, was a 
mere forgery; and on different occafions had 
urged Elizabeth to produce it. Mary would 
have fuffered confiderably by gaining this point. 
The original teftament is flill extant, and not 
the leaft doubt can be entertained of its genuine- 
nefs and authenticity. But it was not Eliza- 
beth’s intention to weaken or to fet aflde the 
title of the houfe of Stewart. She aimed at 
nothing more than to keep the queftion concern- 
ing the fucceffion perplexed and undecided, 
and by induftrioufly eluding this requefl, fhe 
did, in one refpeft, real fervice to Mary’s 
caufe a. 

A few days after the baptifm of the prince, 
Morton and all the other confpirators againlt 
Rizio obtained their pardon, and leave to return 
into Scotland. Mary, who had hitherto conti- 
nued inexorable to every entreaty in their behalf, 
yielded at laft to the folicitations of Bothwellb. 
He could hope for no fuccefs in thofe bold de- 
figns on which his ambition refolved to venture, 
without drawing aid from every quarter. By 
procuring a favour for Morton and his alfoci- 

* Rymer, xv. p. no. Keith, 35?. Note (r). Murdin, 368 
b Good. vol. i. 140. Melv. 154. 
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ates, of which they had good reafon to defpair, 
he expected to fecure a band of faithful and de- 
termined adherents. 

The king {till remained at Stirling in folitude 
and under contempt. His impatience in this 
fituation, together with the alarm given him by 
the rumour of a defign to feize his perfon and 
confine him to prifon c, was the occafion of his 
leaving that place in an abrupt manner, and re- 
tiring to his father at Glafgow. 

Two affemblies of the church were held du- 
ring this year [June 25, Dec. 25]. New com- 
plaints were made, and upon good grounds, of 
the poverty and contempt under which the pro- 
teftant clergy were fuffered to languifh. Penu- 
rious as the allotment for their fubfillence was, 
they had not received the leaft part of what was 
due for the preceding yeard. Nothing lefs than 
a zeal, ready to endure and to fuffer every thing 
for a good caufe, could have perfuaded men to 
adhere to a church fo indigent and fo neglefted. 
The extraordinary expences occafioned by the 
prince’s baptifm had exhaufted the queen’s trea- 
fury, and the fums appropriated for the fub- 
filtence of the clergy were diverted into other 
channels. The queen was therefore obliged to 
prevent the juft remonftrances of the affembly, 
by falling on fome new method for the relief of 
the church. Some fymptoms of liberality, fome 
ftretch towards munificence, might have been 
cxpefted in an aflignment which was made with 
an intention of foothing and filencing the clergy. 
But both the queen and the nobles held faft the 

c Keith, Pitf. viii. d Ibid. 562. 
riches 
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riches of the church which they had feized. A 
fum which, at the higheft computation, can 
hardly be reckoned equal to nine thoufand pounds 
fterling®, was deemed fufficient for the mainte- 
nance of a whole national church, by men who 
had lately feen fingle monafteries poiTeffed of re- 
venues far fuperior in value. 

The ecclefiaftics in that age bore the griev- 
ances which affected themfelves alone with afto- 
nifhing patience ; but wherever the reformed reli- 
gion was threatened, they were extremely apt 
to be alarmed, and to proclaim, in the loudeft 
manner, their apprehenfions of danger. A juft 
occafion of this kind was given them, a fhort 
time before the meeting of the affembly. The 
ufurped and oppreflive jurifdiCtion of the fpiri- 
tual courts had been abolifhed by the parliament 
in the year one thoufand five hundred and fixty, 
and commiffaries were appointed to hear and 
determine the caufes which formerly came under 
their cognizance *. Among the few adls of that 
parliament to which Mary had paid any regard, 
this was one. She had confirmed the authority 
of the commiffaries, and had given them inftruc- 
tions for directing their proceedings £, which 
are ftill of great authority in that court. From 
the time of their firfl appointment, thefe judges 
had continued in the uninterrupted exercife of 
their function, when of a fudden the queen iffued 
a proclamation, reftoring the archbifhop of St. 
Andrew’s to his ancient jurifdiCtion, and de- 
priving the commiffaries of all authority h. 

A motive, which cannot be juftified, rendered 
the queen not unwilling to venture upon this 
c Keith, 562. f Ibid. 152, £ Ibid. 251. h Knox, 403. 

rafh 
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rafti a£Uon. She had been contriving for fome 
time how to re-eftablifh the popifh religion; 
and the reftoring the ancient ecclefiaftics to their 
former jurifdittion feemed to be a confiderable 
ftep towards that end. The motive which prompt- 
ed Bothwell, to whofe influence over the queen 
this aftion mull be chiefly imputed’, was ftill 
more criminal. His enterprifmg ambition had 
already formed that bold defign, which he foon 
after put in execution; and the ufe which we 
fhall hereafter find him making of that authority 
which the popifh ecclefialtics regained, difcovers 
the reafons of his prefent conduft in contribut- 
ing to revive their power. The proteftant clergy 
were not unconcerned fpedlators of an event which 
threatened their religion with unavoidable de- 
ftruftion; but as they defpaired of obtaining 
the proper remedy from the queen herfelf, they 
addrefied a remonftrance to the whole body 
of the proteftant nobility, full of that ardent 
zeal for religion, which the danger to which it 
was expofed at that time feemed to require k. 
What effefts this vehement exhortation might 
have produced, we have no opportunity of judg- 
ing, the attention of the nation being quickly 
turned towards events of another and more tra- 
gical nature. 

1567.3 Immediately upon the king’s leaving 
Stirling, and before he could reach Glafgow, he 
was feized with a dangerous diftemper The fymp- 
toms which attended it were violent and unufual, 
and in that age it was commonly imputed to the 
effe&s of poifon *. It is impoffible, amidft the 

« Knox, 403. k Keith, 567. 1 Mdv. 154. Knox, 401. 
contra- 
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contradictions of hiftorians, to decide with cer- 
tainty concerning its nature or its caufe ra. His 
life was in the utmofl: danger; but after lan- 
guifhing for fome weeks, the vigour of his 
conftitution furmounted the malignity of the 
difeafe. 

Mary’s negleCt of the king on this occafion 
was equal to that with which he had treated 
her during her illnefs at Jedburgh. She no 
longer felt that warmth of conjugal affeCtion 
which prompts to fympathy, and delights in 
all thofe tender offices which footh and alleviate 
ficknefs and pain. At this junCfure, ffie did 

1,1 Buchanan and Knox are pofitive that the king had been 
poifoned. They mention the black and putrid puilules which 
broke out all over his body. Buchanan adds, that Aber. 
nethy, the king’s phyfician, plainly declared that poifon was 
the caufe of thefe fymptoms, and that the queen refufed to 
allow her own phyfician to attend him. Buch. 34.9. Knox, 
401. 2. Blackwood, Caufin, &c. Jebb, vol. ii. 59. 214. afi- 
fert, that the fmall-pox was the difeafe with which the king 
was feized. He is called a Potkijh trun in the queen’s let- 
ter. Good. vol. ii. 1 5, The reafon given by French Paris 
for lodging the king at the Kirk of Field, viz. lelt the 
young prince ihould catch the infedtion if he llaid in the pa- 
lace, feems to favour this opinion. Anderf. vol. ii. 193. 
Carte mentions it as a proof of Mary’s tendernefs to her huf- 
band, that though fire never had the fmail-pox herfelf, ihe 
ventured to attend him, vol. iii. 446. This, if it had been 
true, would have afforded a good pretence for not vifiting 
him fooner; but Mary had the fmall-pox in her infancy. 
Sadler’s Letters, p. 330. An additional proof of this is pro- 
duced from a poem of Adrian Turnebus, by the publilher of 
Ancient Scottifh Poems, p. 308. 3. Bilhop Lefly affirms, 
that the king’s difeafe was the French pox. Keith, 364. 
Note (i). Inthatage, this difeafe was efteemed fo contagi- 
ous, that perfons infeiled with it were removed without the 
walls of cities. 

2 not 
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not even put on the appearance of this pafilon. 
Notwithftanding the king’s danger, fhe amufed 
herfelf with excurfions to different parts of the 
country, and fuffered near a month to elapfe 
before fhe vifited him at Glafgow. By that 
time the violence of the diflemper was over, 
and the king, though weak and languifhing, 
was out of all danger. 

The breach between Mary and her hufband 
was not occafioned by any of thofe flight dif- 
gufls which interrupt the domeflic union, with- 
out diflblving it altogether. Almoft all the 
pafilons which operate with greateft violence on 
a female mind, and drive it to the moft dan- 
gerous extremes, concurred in railing and fo- 
menting this unhappy quarrel. Ingratitude for 
the favours fhe had bellowed, contempt of her 
perfon, violations of the marriage vow, encroach- 
ments on her power, confpiracies again!! her fa- 
vourites, jealoufy, infolence, and obitinacy, were 
the injuries of which Mary had great reafon to 
complain. She felt them with the utmofl fen- 
flbility ; and, added to the anguifh of difappoint- 
ed love, they produced thofe fymptoms of de- 
fpair which we have already defcribed. Her re- 
fentment againfl the king feems not to have 
abated from the time of his leaving Stirling. 
In a letter written with her own hand to her 
ambaflador in France, on the day before fhe 
fet out for Glafgow [Jan. 20], no tokens of fud- 
den reconcilement appear. On the contraiy, 
file mentions, with fome bitternefs, the king’s 
ingratitude, the jealoufy with which he ob- 
ferved her adlions, and the inclination he dif- 
covered to diilurb her government, and at the 

VOL. 11. e fame 
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fame time talks of all his attempts with the ut- 
tnoil fcorn 

After this difcovery of Mary’s fentiments, at 
the time of her departure from Edinburgh to 
Glafgow, a vifit to the king, which had been 
neglected when his fituation rendered it molt 
neceifary, appears Angular, and it could hardly 
be expefted that any thing but marks ofjealoufy 
and diftruft (hould appear in fuch an interview. 
This, however, was far from being the cafe ; (he 
not only vifited Henry, but, by all her words 
and actions, endeavoured to exprefs an uncom- 
mon affedtion for him: and though this made 
impreffion on the credulous fpirit of her hufband, 
no lefs flexible on fome occafions, than obftinate 
on others; yet, to thofe who are acquainted 
with the human heart, and who know how fel- 
dom and how (lowly fuch wounds in domeftic 
happinefs are healed, this fudden tranfition will 
appear with a very fufpicious air, and will be 
confidered by them as the effeft of artifice. 

But it is not on fufpicion alone that Mary is 
charged with difiimulation in this part of her con- 
duft. Two of her famous letters to Bothwell 
were written during her (lay at Glafgow, and 
fully lay open this fcene of iniquity. He had 
fo far fucceeded in his ambitious and criminal 
defign, as to gain an abfolute afcendant over the 
queen ; and in a fituation fuch as Mary’s, merit 
not fo confpicuous, fervices of far inferior im- 
portance, and addrefs much lefs infinuating than 
Bothwell’s, may be fuppofed to fteal impercep- 
tibly on a female heart, and entirely to overcome 

8 Keith, Pref. viii. 
it. 
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it. Unhappily, among thofe in the higher ranks 
of life, fcruples with regard to conjugal fidelity 
are, often, neither many nor ftrong : nor did the 
manners of that court in which Mary had been 
educated contribute to increafe or to fortify 
them. The amorous turn of Francis I. and 
Henry II. the licentioufnefs of the military cha- 
ratter of that age, and the liberty of appearing 
in all companies, which began to be allowed to 
women, who had not yet acquired that delicacy 
of fentiment, and thofe polilhed manners, which 
alone can render liberty innocent, had introduced 
among the French an aftonilhing relaxation in 
domellic morals. Such examples, which were 
familiar to Mary from her infancy, could hardly 
fail of diminifhing that horror of vice which is 
natural to a virtuous mind. The king’s beha- 
viour would render the firft approach of forbidden 
fentiments lefs fhocking ; refentment, and dif- 
appointed love, would be apt to reprefent what- 
ever foothed her revenge, as juftifiable on that 
account; and fo many concurring caufes might, 
almoft imperceptibly, kindle a new pafiion in 
her heart. 

But whatever opinion we may form with re- 
gard to the rife and progrefs of this pafiion, the 
letters themfelves breathe all the ardour and 
tendernefs of love. The affeftion which Mary 
there exprefies for Bothwell fully accounts for 
every fubfequent part of her conduft; which, 
without admitting this circumllance, appears 
altogether myfterious, inconfiftent, and inexpli- 
cable. That reconcilement with her hulband, of 
which, if we allow it to be genuine, it is impof- 
fible to give any plaufible account, is difcovered 

f 2 by 
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by the queen’s own confefiion to have been mere 
artifice and deceit. As her averfion for her huf- 
band, and the fufpicious attention with which 
fhe obferved his conduit, became univerfally 
known, her ears were officioufly filled, as is 
ufual in fuch cafes, with groundlefs or aggravated 
accounts of his ailions. By fome (he was told, 
that the king intended to feize the perfon of the 
prince his fon, and in his name to ufurp the go- 
vernment ; by others (he was afiured that he 
refolved inftantly to leave the kingdom; that a 
ve(fel was hired for this purpofe, and lay in the 
river Clyde ready to receive him °. The lad was 
what Mary chiefly dreaded. Henry’s retiring into 
a foreign country mud have been highly difho- 
nourable to the queen, and would have entirely 
difconcerted Bothwell’s meafures. While he re- 
fided at Glafgow, at a didance from her, and in 
that part of the kingdom where the intered of 
his family was greated, he might with more 
facility accomplifh his defigns. In order, there- 
fore, to prevent his executing any fuch wild 
fcheme, it was neceffary to bring him to fome 
place where he would be more immediately under 
her own eye. For this purpofe, (he fird em- 
ployed all her art to regain his confidence, and 
then propofed to remove him to the neighbour- 
hood of Edinburgh, under pretence that there 
he would have eaiief accefs to the advice of phy- 
ficians, and that (he herfelf could attend him 
without being abfent from her fon p. The king 
was weak enough to fuffer himfelf to be per- 
fuaded ; and being dill feeble, and incapable 

0 Keith, Pref. viii. p Good. vol. ii. 8. 
of 
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of bearing fatigue, was carried in a litter to 
Edinburgh. 

The place prepared for his reception was a 
houfe belonging to the provoft of a collegiate 
church, called Kirk of Field. It flood almofl 
upon the fame fpot where the houfe belonging to 
the principal of the univerfity now Hands. Such 
a iituation, on a rifing ground, and at that time 
in an open field, had all the advantages of health- 
ful air to recommend it; but, on the other hand, 
the folitude of the place rendered it extremely pro- 
per for the commiflion of that crime, with a view 
to which it feems manifeflly to have been chofen. 

Mary continued to attend the king with the 
moft: afllduous care. She feldom was abfent from 
him through the day ; fhe flept two nights in 
the chamber under his apartment. She heaped 
on him fo many marks of tendernefs and confi- 
dence, as in a great meafure quieted thofe fuf- 
picions which had fo long diflurbed him. But 
while he was fondly indulging in dreams of the 
return of his former happinefs, he flood on the 
very brink of deflruclion. On Sunday the ninth 
of February, about eleven at night, the queen 
left the Kirk of Field, in order to be prefent 
at a mafque in the palace. At two next 
morning, the houfe in which the king lay was 
blown up with gunpowder. The noife and 
fhock which this fudden explofion occafioned, 
alarmed the whole city. The inhabitants ran to 
the place whence it came. The dead body of 
the king, with that of a fervant who flept in the 
fame room, were found lying in an adjacent gar- 
den without the city wall, untouched by fire, 
and with no bruife or mark of violence. 

* 3 Such 
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Such was the unhappy fate of Henry Stewart 

lord Darnly, in the twenty-firfl: year of his age. 
The indulgence of fortune, and his own external 
accomplilhments, without any other merit, had 
raifed him to an height of dignity of which he 
was altogether unworthy. By his folly and in- 
gratitude, he loft the heart of a woman who 
doated on him to diftraftion. His infolence and 
inconftaocy alienated from him fuch of the nobles 
as had contributed moft zealoufly towards his 
elevation. His levity and caprice expofed him to 
the fcorn of the people, who once revered him 
as the defcendant of their ancient kings and 
heroes. Had he died a natural death, his end 
would have been unlamented, and his memory 
have been forgotten ; but the cruel circumftances 
of his murder, and the lhameful remiffnefs in 
neglecting to avenge it, have made his name to 
be remembered with regret, and have rendered 
him the objeft of pity, to which he had other- 
wife no title. 

Every one’s imagination was at work to guefs 
who had contrived and executed this execrable 
deed. The fufpicion fell, with almoft general 
confent, on Bothwell “J; and fome reflections were 
thrown out, as if the queen herfelf were no 
ftranger to the crime. Of Bothwell’s guilt there 
remains the fulleft evidence that the nature of the 
aCtion will admit. The queen’s known fenti- 
ments with regard to her hulband, gave a great 
appearance of probability to the imputation with 
which Are was loadedr. 

S Melv. 155. Anderf. vol ii. 156. 
r See Difiertation concerning the murder of Henry Darnly, 

and the genuinenefs of Mary’s letters to Bothwell, Appendix. 
Two 
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Two days after the murder, a proclamation 

was iflued by the queen, offering a confiderable 
reward to any perfon who fhould difcover thofe 
who had been guilty of fuch a horrid and de- 
teftable crimes ; and though Bothwell was now 
one of the greateft fubjefts in the kingdom, 
formidable on account of his own power, and 
prote&cd by the queen’s favour, it was impoffible 
to fupprefs the fentiments and indignation of the 
people. Papers were affixed to the moft public 
places of the city, accufing him of the murder, 
and naming his accomplices ; pictures appeared 
to the fame purpofe, and voices were heard in the 
middle-of the night, charging him with that bar- 
barous aftion. But the authors of thefe rumours 
did not confine their accufations to Bothwell 
alone ; they infinuated that the queen herfelf was 
acceffary to the crime1. This bold accufation, 
which fo direftly attacked Mary’s reputation, 
drew the attention of her council; and by en- 
gaging them in an inquiry after the authors of 
thefe libels, diverted them from fearching for the 
murderers of the kingu. It could fcarce be ex- 
pected that Mary herfelf would be extremely 
felicitous to difcover thofe who had rid her of an 
hufband whom {he had fo violently hated. It 
was Bothwell’s interell, who had the fupreme 
direftion of this, as well as of all other affairs, to 
ftifle and fupprefs whatever evidence (hould be 
offered, and to cover, if poffible, the whole tranf- 
aCtion under the veil of darknefs and of filence. 
Some inquiry, however, was made, and fume 
perfons called before the council ; but the exa- 
mination was conducted with the moft indecent 

* Andetf. vol. i. 36. t Ibid. vol. ii. 136. 
u Id. vol. i. 38. 

remiilnefs, 
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remiflnefs, and in fuch a manner as to let in no 
light upon that fcene of guiltx. 

It was not her own iubjefts alone who fuf- 
pecfed Maiy of having been acceflary to this 
unnatural crime ; nor did an opinion, fo diflio- 
nourable to her character, owe its rife and pro- 
grefs to the jealoufy and malice of her factious 
nobles. The report of the manner and circum- 
ftances of the king’s murder fpread quickly over 
all Europe, and even in that age, which was 
accullomed to deeds of violence, it excited uni- 
verfal horror. As her unhappy breach with her 
huiband had long been matter of public difcourfe, 
the fir ft conjectures which were formed with re- 
gard to his death, were extremely to her difad- 
vantage. Her friends, at a lofs what apology 
to offer for her conduCt, called on her to pro- 
fecute the murderers with the utmoil diligence, 
and expeCted that the rigour of her proceedings 
would prove the befl and fulleft vindication of 
her innocence y. 

Lennox at the fame time incited Mary to ven- 
geance with inceffant importunity. This noble- 
man had fhared in his fon’s difgrace, and being 
treated by Mary with negleCt, ufually refided at 
a diftance from court. Roufed, however, by an 
event no lefs (hocking to the heart of a father, 
than fatal to all his fchemes of ambition, he 
ventured to write to the queen [Feb. 21], and 
to offer his advice with refpeCi to the moft ef- 
fectual method for difcovering and convicting 
thofe who had fo cruelly deprived him of a fon, 
and her of a hufband. He urged her to profecute 
thofe who were guilty with vigour, and to bring 

* Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 167,168. y Keith, Pref. ix. 
them 
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them to a fpeedy trial ; he declared his own fuf- 
picion of Bothwell, and of thofe who were named 
as his accomplices; he required that, out of re- 
gard to decency, and in order to encourage evi- 
dence to appear againft them, the perfons accufed 
of fuch an atrocious crime (hould be committed 
to cuftody, or at leaft excluded from her court 
and prefence z. 

Mary was then at Seaton, whither Ihe had 
retired after the burial of the king, whofe body 
was depofited among the monarchs of Scotland, 
in a private but decent manner a. The former 
part of the earl’s demand could not on any pre 
tence be eluded ; and it was refolved to bring 
Bothwell immediately to trial. But, inftead of 
confining him to any prifon, Mary admitted him 
into all her councils, and allowed a perfon, uni- 
verfally reputed the murderer of her hulband, to 
enjoy all the fecurity, the dignity, and the power 
of a favouriteb. The offices which Bothwell 
already polfelfed, gave him the command of all 
the fouth of Scotland. Thecaftleof Edinburgh, 
however, was a place of fo much confequence, 
that he wifned earneftly to have it in his own 
power. The queen, in order to prevail on the 
earl of Mar to furrender it, confented to put the 
perfon of the young prince in his hands, and 
immediately beftowed the government of that 
important fortrefs upon Bothwellc [March 19]. 
So many fteps in her conduct, inconiillent with 
all the rules of prudence and of decency, mull 
be imputed to an excefs either of folly or of love- 

z Keith, 365, &c. * Anderf vo . i. 23. 
b Anderf. vol. i. 40, &c. v Ibid. vol. i. Pref. 64. 

Keith, 379. 
Mary’* 
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Mary’s known charafter fully vindicates her from 
the former; of the latter, many and linking 
proofs foon appeared. 

No direct evidence had yet appeared againll 
Bothwell; but as time might bring to light the 
circumltances of a crime in which fo many ac- 
complices were concerned, it was of great im- 
portance to hurry over the trial, while nothing 
more than general fufpicions, and uncertain fur- 
mifes, could be produced by his accufers. For 
this reafon, in a meeting of privy council held on 
the twenty-eighth of March, the twelfth of April 
was appointed for the day of trial. Though the 
law allowed, and the manner in which criminal 
caufes were carried on in that age required, a 
much longer interval, it appears from feveral 
circumllances that this Ihort fpace was confider- 
ably contracted, and that Lennox had only eleven 
days warning to prepare for accufing a perfon fa 
far fuperior to himfelf both in power and in fa- 
vour d. No man could be lefs in a condition to 

contend 

d The aft of privy council, appointing the day of Both- 
well’s trial, bears date March the i8th, which happened on 
a Thurfday. Anderf. vol, i. 50. The queen’s warrant to 
the mejfengers, empowering them to fummon Lennox to be 
prefent, is dated on the ayth. Anderf. vol. ii. 97- He was 
fummoned by public proclamation at the crofs of Edinburgh 
on the fame day. Ibid. ico. He was fummoned at his 
dwelling-houfes in Glafgow and Dunbarton the 30th of 
March, the lit and ad days of Apiil. Ibid. 101. He was 
fummoned at Perth, April lit. Ibid. 102. Though Lennox 
reiideo at that time forty miles from Edinburgh, the citation 
might have been given him fooner. Such an unneceffary 
delay affords fome caufe for fufpicion. It is true, Mary, 
in her letter, March aath, invited Lennox to come to 
Edinburgh the enfuing week ; this gave him warning fome 
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contend with an antagonift who was thus fup- 
ported. Though Lennox’s paternal eftate had 
been redo red to him when he was recalled into 
Scotland, it feems to have been confiderably im- 
paired during his banilhment. His vaffals, while 
lie refided in England, had been accuftomed to 
fome degree of independence, and he had not 
recovered that afcendant over them, which a 
feudal chief ufually pofTelTed. He had no reafon 
to expeft the concurrence of any of thofe faftions 
into which the nobles were divided. During the 
Ihort period of his fon’s profperity, he had taken 
fuch ileps as gave rife to an open breach with 
Murray and all his adherents. The partifans of 
the houfe of Hamilton were his hereditary and 
mortal enemies. Huntly was linked in the clofeil 
confederacy with Bothwell; and thus, to the 
difgrace of the nation, Lennox flood alone in a 
caufe where both honour and humanity called fo 
loudly on his countrymen to fecond him. 

It is remarkable too that Bothwell himfelf 
was prefent, and fat as a member in that meet- 
ing of privy council, which gave directions with 
regard to the time and manner of his own trial; 
and he ftill enjoyed not only full liberty, but 
was received into the queen’s prefence with the 
fame diftinguilhed familiarity as formerly e. 

Nothing could be a more cruel difappointment 
to the wiihes and refentment of a father, than fuch 

days fooncr, that the intended to bring on the trial without 
delay. But the precife time could not be legally or certainly 
known to Lennox fooner than ten or twelve days before the 
day on which he was required to appear. By the law and 
praftice of Scotland, at that time, parties were fummoned, 
in cafes of treafon, forty days previous to the trial. 

e Anderf, vol. i. 50. 5a. 
a pre* 
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a premature trial; every ftep towards which 
feemed to be taken by directions from the perfon 
who was himfelf accufed of the crime, and cal- 
culated on purpofe to conceal rather than to de- 
tect his guilt. Lennox forefaw what would be 
the ilfue of this mock inquiry, and with how little 
fafety to himfelf, or fuccefs to his caufe, he could 
venture to appear on the day prefixed. In his 
former letters, though under exprelfions the moll 
refpeftful, fome fymptoms of his diftrulting the 
queen may be difcovered. He fpoke out now in 
plain language. He complained of the injury 
done him, by hurrying on the trial with fuch 
illegal precipitation. He reprefented once more 
the indecency of allowing Bothwell not only to 
enjoy perfonal liberty, but to retain his former 
influence over her councils. He again required 
her, as Ihe regarded her own honour, to give fome 
evidence of her fineerity in profecuting the mur- 
der, by confining the perfon who was on good 
grounds fufpefted to he the author of it; and 
till that were done, he fignified his own refolu- 
tion not to be prefent at a trial, the manner 
and circumftances of which were fo irregular and 
unfatisfaCtoryf. 

He feems, however, to have expeCled little 
fuccefs from this application to Mary; and there- 
fore at the fame time befought Elizabeth to in- 
terpofe, in order to obtain fuch a delay as he 
demanded s. Nothing can be a ftronger proof 
how violently he fufpefted the one queen, than 
his fubmitting to implore the aid of the other, 
who had treated his fon with the utmoll con- 
tempt, and himfelf and family with the greatell 

I Andeif. vol. i. 52. S Good. vol. i. 3 52- 
j rigour. 
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rigour. Elizabeth, who was never unwilling to 
interpofe in the affairs of Scotland, wrote inftantly 
to Mary, advifed her to delay the trial for fome 
time, and urged in fuch ftrong terms the fame 
arguments which Lennox had ufed, as might 
have convinced her to what an unfavourable con- 
ftruftion her conduft would be liable, if fire per- 
iifted in her prefent method of proceeding h. 

Neither her intreaties, however, nor thofe of 
Lennox, could prevail to have the trial put off. 
On the day appointed Bothwell appeared, but 
with fuch a formidable retinue, that it would 
have been dangerous to condemn, and impofhble 
to puniih him. Befides a numerous body of his 
friends and vaffals, affembled, according to cuf- 
tom, from different parts of the kingdom, he 
was attended by a band of hired foldiers, who 
marched with flying colours along the flreets of 
Edinburgh *. A court of juftice was held with 
the accuilomed formalities. .An indiftment -was 
prefented againfl Bothwell, and Lennox was 
called upon to make good his accufation. In 
his name appeared Robert Cunningham, one of 
his dependants. He excufed his mailer’s ab- 
fence, on account of the fhortnefs of the time, 
which prevented his affembling his friends and 
vaffals, without whofe affiflance he could not 
with fafety venture to fet himfelf in oppofition 
to fuch a powerful antagonift. For this reafon, 
he delired the court to flop proceeding, and pro- 
tefled, that any fentence which fhould be palled 
at that time ought to be deemed illegal and void, 
Bothwell, on the other hand, infifted that the 

^ Anderf. Prcf. 60. See Appendix, No. XIX. 
I Anderl. vol. i. 135. 
VOL. II. G court 
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court fhould inftantly proceed to trial. One of 
Lennox’s own letters, in which he craved of the 
queen to profecute the murderers without delay, 
was produced. Cunningham’s objections were 
over-ruled ; and thejury, confiiting of peers and 
barons of the firft rank, found Bothwell not 
guilty of the crime. 

No perfon appeared as an accufer, not a fingle 
witnefs was examined, nor any evidence produced 
againft him. Thejury, under thefe circuinftances, 
could do nothing elfe but acquit him. Their 
verdift, however, was far from gratifying the 
withes, or filencing the murmurs of the people. 
Every circumftance in the trial gave grounds for 
i ufpicion, and excited indignation ^ and the judg- 
ment pronounced, inttead of being a proof of 
Bothwell’s. innocence, was efteemed an argument 
of his guilt. Pafquinades and libels were affixed 
to different places, expreffing the fentiments of the 
public with the utmoft virulence of language. 

The jury themfelves feem to have been aware 
of the cenfure to which their proceedings would 
be expofed ; and, at the fame time that they re- 
turned their verdict acquitting Bothwell, the earl . 
of Caithnefs protefted, in their name, that no 
crime fhould be imputed to them on that account, 
becaufe no accufer had appeared, and no proof 
was brought of the indictment. He took notice 
likewiie, that the ninth inftead of the tenth of : 

February was mentioned in the indictment, as 
the day on which the murder had been commit- 
ted : a circumftance which difcovers the extreme 
inaccuracy of thofe who prepared the indictment; 
and at a time when men were difpofed, and not 
without reafon, to be fufpicious of every thing. 
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this fmall matter contributed to confirm and to 
increafe their fufpicions k. 

Even Bothwell himfelf did not rely on the 
judgment which he had obtained in his favour, as 
a full vindication of his innocence. Immediately 
after his acquittal, he, in compliance with a cuf- 
tom which was not then obfolete, publifhed a 
writing, in which he offered to fight in fingle 
combat any gentleman of good fame who Ihould 
prefume to accufe him of being accelfary to the 
murder of the king. 

Mary, however, continued to treat him as if 
he had been cleared by the moft unexceptionable 
and fatisfaffory evidence. The afcendant he had 
gained over her heart, as well as over her coun- 
cils, was more vifible than ever; and Lennox, 
who could not expect that his own perfon could 
be fafe in a country where the murderer of his fon 
had been abfolved, without regard to juftice ; 
and loaded with honours, in contempt of decency; 
fled with precipitation towards England1. 

Two days after the trial a parliament was held, 
[April 14,] at the opening of which the queen 
diltinguiihed Bothwell, by appointing him to 
carry the fceptre before her"1. Moft of the 
afts paffed in this affembly were calculated on 
purpofe to {Lengthen his party, and to promote 
his defigns. He obtained the ratification of all 
the pofteffions and honours which the partiality 
of the queen had conferred upon him ; and the » 
acl to that effeft contained the ftrongeft declara- 
tions of his faithful fervices to the crown in all 
times paft. The furrender of the caftle of Edin- 

Both. Trial, Anderf. vol. ii. 97, &c. 
1 Keith, 378. Note (4). mibid. 

G 2 burgh 
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burgh by Mar was confirmed. The law of attainder ■ 
againft Huntly was repealed, and he and his adhe- 
rents were reitored to the honours and eftates of 
their anceftors. Several of thofe who had been on , 
the jury which acquitted Bothwell, obtained rati- 
fications of the grants made in their favour; and as 
pafquinades daily multiplied, a law palled, where- 
by thofe into whofe hands any paper of that kind 
fell, were commanded inltantly to deftroy it ; and 
if, through their negleft, it Ihould be allowed to 
fpread, they were iubjefted to a capital punilh- 
ment, in the fame manner as if they had been 
the original authors n. 

But the abfolute dominion which Bothwell 
had acquired over Mary’s mind appeared in the 
cleareft manner, by an act in favour of the pro- 
teftant religion, to which at this time fhe gave her 
aflent. Mary’s attachment to the Romilh faith 
•was uniform and fuperftitious ; Hie had never laid 
afide the defign, nor loft the hopes, of reftoring 
it. She had of late come under new engagements 
to that purpofe, and in confequence of thefe had 
ventured upon fome fteps more public and vigor- 
ous than any fhe had formerly taken. But 
though none of thefe circumftances were un- 
known to Bothwell, there were, powerful motives 
which prompted him at this juncture to concili- 
ate the good-will of the proteftants, by exerting 
himfelf in order to procure for them fome ad- 
ditional fecurity in the exercife of their religion. 
That which they enjoyed at prefent was veiy pre- 
carious, being founded entirely on the royal pro- 
clamation iflued foon after the arrival of the 
queen in Scotland, which in exprefs terms was 

n Keith, 380, 
declared 
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declared to be only a temporary regulation. From 
that period, neither the felicitations of the general 
affemblies of the church, nor the intreaties of her 
people, could extort from Mary any conceffion 
in favour of the proteftant religion, on which the 
profeffors might reft with greater confidence. 
This, however, by the more powerful influence 
of Bothw^ll, they now obtained. An aft was 
pafied in this parliament, repealing all the laws, 
canon, civil, and municipal, adverfe to the re- 
formed religion, and exempting fuch as had em- 
braced it from the penalties to which they might 
have been fubjefted by thefe laws, either on ac- 
count of their paft conduft or prefent profelfion ; 
declaring at the fame time that their perfons, 
eftates, honoi}rs, and benefices were taken under 
public proteftion againft every court, civil or ec- 
clefiaftical, that might attempt to moleft them ou 
account of their religious fentiments. Thus the 
proteftants, inftead of holding their facred rights 
by no better tenure than a declaration of royal 
indulgence, which might be revoked at pleafure, 
obtained legal and parliamentary proteftion in the 
exercife of their religion. By prevailing on the 
queen to aflent to this law, Bothwell feems to have 
flattered himfelf that he would acquire fuch me- 
rit both with the clergy and with the people, 
as might induce them to favour his ambitious 
fchemes, and to connive at what he had done, or 
might do, in order to accomplifh them. The 
proteftants accordingly, though this aft was far 
from amounting to a legal eftabliftiment of the 
reformed faith, feem to have confidered it as an 
additional fecurity of fuch importance, that it was 
publiftied among the laws enafted in a parliament 

c 3 held 
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held towards the clofe of this year, under very 
different leaders0. 

Every 

° I am indebted to the accuracy of S'r David Dalrymple, 
for pointirg out (Remarks on the Hillory of Scotland, ch. 9.) 
a confiderable error into which I had lalien with relpedt to 
this aft, by fuppofing it to be fo favourable to the doftrine 
of the Reformation, that the parliament which met Dec. 15, 
could fubftitute nothing ftronger or more explicit in its 
place, and thought it iufficient to ratify it word for word. 
This error I have now correfted ; but after conlidering the 
aft with particular attention, though I am fatisfied that it 
neither ellablilhed the reformed religion or the religi n of the 
ftate, nor abolifhed popery, yet it granted fuch new and 
legal fecurity to the proteftants, as was deemed, in that age, 
an acquifition of great value. The framers of theiawfeem 
manifeflly to have viewed it in that light; after reciting, 
tt that the queen, fince her arrival, had Jttempted nothing 
contrary to the (late of religion which Ihe found publicly and 
tiniverfally handing, on which account (he was molt worthy 
to be ferved, honoured, and obeyed, &c.”—the aft goes on, 
*< that as Ihe intends to continue the fame goodnefs and 
government in all times coming, the profelibrs of the religion 
aforefaid may and (hall have occafion to praife God for her 
llappy and graci .us government, &c. : and to the efteft that 
the profeilbrs of the religion aforefaid may aflure themfelves 
to be in full furety thereof, and of their lands, lives, &c. 
and may with the better will jeopard and hazard their lives 
and goods in her higbnefs’s fervicc, againft all enemies to 
her, and to the commomvell of this realm, &c. therefore our 
fovereign, with the advice of the whole eltates in parlia- 
ment, Ax.” then follow the (latutory claufes mentioned in 
the text. The intention of palling the aft is apparent, and 
it is drawn with great art. This art is peculiarly manifeft in 
the concluding claufe. In her firlt proclamation the queen 
had declared, that it (hould continue in force only until (he 
Jhould take final order concerning religion with the advice 
of parliament. In this aft the intention of taking further 
order concerning religion is mentioned, probably with a view 
to pleafe the queen ; but it is worded with fuch ftudied dex- ; 
ferity, that the proteftion granted by this law is no longer 

to £ 
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Every ftep taken by Bothwell had hitherto 

been attended with all the fuccefs which his moil 
fanguine 

lo be regarded as temporary, or depending upon the queen 
taking fuch final order. Pad. 1 K. Ja. Vi. c. 31. in the 
fame light of an important acquifition of fecurity to the 
reformed religion, this aft is reprefemed by the privy council 
in a proclamation ifiued May 23,1567. Keith, 571. Mary’s 
principal adherents, in a paper fubfcribed by them, Sept. 12, 
1568, declare, that Ihe, “ by the advice of the three efiates, 
had fatisficd the defire of the whole nobility in an aft con- 
cerning all the points of religion pafi'ed in the parliament 
held April 1567.” Goodal, ii. 357. The fame is all'erted 
to be the intention and effeft of this aft in another public 
paper in the year 1570. Haynes, 621. This aft is perfeftly 
conformable to that fyllem of policy by which Bothwell 
feems to have regulated his conduft both before and after 
this time, with a view of gaining the protellants, particularly 
the clergy, by afts of indulgence and favour. On the 3d 
of Oftober 1566, when Bothwell’s credit was very confider- 
able, the queen, in a meeting of privy council, where he 
was prefcnt, took mealures for fecuring to the protellant 
clergy more regular payment of their ftipends; and on the 
20th of December of that year, granted an afiignation of a 
confiderable fum to be applied for the fupport of the minif- 
dy. Keith, 360, 361, 362. In a meeting of privy council, 
January 10, 1367, when all public tranfaftions were entirely 
condufted by Bothwell, an aft was palled in order to provide 
for the fuftentation of miniders in boroughs, and Bothwell is 
named as one of the commiflioners for carrying it into exe- 
cution, with power to impole a tax on fuch boroughs as had 
no minifters, for raifing a ftipend. Keith, 570. In another 
meeting of privy council. May 23, 1567, the queen, after 
mentioning the declaration which Ihe had made in the year 
1361, of her refolution to maintain that religion which Ihe 
found eftablilhed in the k ngdom, and after taking notice of 
what additional fecurity it had acquired by the late aft of 
April 19th, with a view of giving ftill farther fatisfafti n to 
the proteftants, Ihe declared that all licences which had been 
obtained from her by any perfons, permitting them toexercife 
the rites of popilh worfhip, weie now revoked and annulled. 

Keith, 
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fanguine \viflies could expect. He had entirely- 
gained the queen’s heart; the murder of the 
king had excited no public commotion ; he had 
been acquitted by his peers of any (hare in that 
crime ; and their decifion had been in fome fort 
ratified in parliament. But in a kingdom where 
the regal authority was fo extremely limited, and 
the power of the nobles fo formidable, he durft 
not venture on the laft aftion, towards which 
all his ambitious proje&s tended, without their 
approbation. In order to fecure this, he, imme- 
diately after the diflolution of parliament, invited 
all the nobles who were prefent to an entertain- 
ment [April 19]. Having filled the houfe with 
his friends and dependants, and furrounded it 
with armed men P, he opened to the company 
his intention of marrying the queen, whofe con- 
fent, he told them, he had already obtained; and 
demanded their approbation of this match, which, 
he faid, was no lefs acceptable to their fovereign, 
than honourable to himfelf ‘i. Huntly and Sea- 

Keitli, 570—572. Itdeferves to be remarked, that, favour- 
able as all thefe adls were to the reformation, fome bifhops, 
•wboje ardent zeal for tbeold dofirines bijlory records, were prefent 
in thofe meetings of privy council in which they were palfed. 
From confidering all thefe particulars, one need not wonder 
that a law “ anent caffing (as its title bears), annulling, 
and abrogating of all laws, afls, and conftitutions, canone, 
civile, and municipal, with other conftitutions, contrare to 
the religion now profelTit within the realme,” confirmed by 
the royal afient of the queen, fliould be publilhed among the 
ftatutes fecuring the proteftant religion. We find according- 
ly, in a very rare edition of the adls of parliament imprintit 
at Edinburgh by Robert Lekprevik, printar to the king’s 
majeftie, 6 day of April 1568, the adt of April 19 inferted 
among the adls of the regent’s parliament in December. 

V Good. vol. ii. J41. ft Anderf. vol. i. 94.) 
ton, 
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ton, who were privy to all Bothwell’s fchemes, 
and promoted them with the utmoft zeal; the 
popifh ecclefiaftics, who were abfolutely devoted 
to the queen, and ready to footh all her paf- 
fions ; inllantly declared their fatisfaftion with 
what he had propofed. The red, who dreaded 
the exorbitant power which Bothwell had ac- 
quired, and obferved the queen’s growing affec- 
tion towards him in all her actions, were will- 
ing to make a merit of yielding to a meafure 
which they could neither oppole nor defeat. 
Some few were confounded and enraged. But 
in the end Bothwell, partly by promiies and 
flattery, partly by terror and force, prevailed on 
all who were prefent to fubfcribe a paper, which 
leaves a deeper ffain than any occurrence in that 
age on the honour and character of the nation. 

This paper contained the ffrongeft declarations 
of Bothwell’s innocence, and the molt ample ac- 
knowledgment of his good fervices to the king- 
dom. If any future accufation ffiould be brought 
againft him on account of the king’s murder, the 
fubfcribers promifed to Hand by him as one man, 
and to hazard their lives and fortunes in his de- 
fence. They recommended him to the queen as 
the moft proper perfon (he could choofe for a 
hufband : and if (he Ihould condefcend to beftow 
on him that mark of her regard, they undertook 
to promote the marriage, and to join him with 
all their forces in oppoiing any perfon who en- 
deavoured to obilruct itr. Among the fubfcribers 
of this paper we find fome who were the queen’s 
chief confidents, others who were ftrangers to her 
councils, and obnoxious to her difpleafure ; fome 

' Anderf, vo!. i. 177. 
who 



70 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. IV. 
who faithfully adhered to her through all the vi- 
ciffitudes of her fortune, and others who became ; 
the principal authors of her fufferings ; fome paf- 
fionately attached to the Romifh fuperftition, 
and others zealous advocates for the proteftant 
faith8. No common interell can be fuppofed 
to have united men of fuch oppofite principles 
and parties, in recommending to their fovereign 
a Hep fo injurious to her honour, and fo fatal : 

to her peace. This ftrange coalition was the i 
effeft of much artifice, and muft be confidered 
as the boldefi: and rnoft, mafterly ftroke of; 
BothwelPs addrefs. It is obfervable, that 
amidft all the altercations and mutual reproaches 
of the two parties w'hich arofe in the king- 
dom, this unworthy Iran faction is feldom men- 
tioned. Confcious on both fides, that in this 
particular their conduft could ill bear exa- 
mination, and would redound little to their fame, 
they always touch upon it unwillingly, and with 
a tender hand, feeming defirous that it (hould 
remain in darknefs, or be buried in oblivion. 
But as fo many perfons who, both at that time : 
and ever after, pofTeffed the queen’s favour, fub- • 
fcribed this paper, the fufpicion becomes llrong, 
that Bothwell’s ambitious hopes were neither un- 
known to Mary nor difapproved by her[. 

Thefe i 
8 Keith, 382. 
1 Of all the different fyffems with regard to this tranfac- 

tion, that of Camden feems to be the lealt accurate, and the j 
worft founded. He fuppofes that Both well was hated by 
Murray, Morton, &c. who had been his afibciates in the 
murder of the king, and that they now wanted to ruin him. 
He affirms, at the fame time, that the fubfcriptions to this 
paper were obtained by them out of fear that Bothwell might 

fink I 
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Thefe fufpicions are confirmed by the moft di- 

rect proof. Melvil at that time enjoyed a confi- 
derable (hare in her favour. He, as well as his 
brother, kept a fecret correfpondence in England 
with thofe who favoured her pretenfions to that 
crown. The rumour of her intended marriage 
with Bothwell having fpread early in that king- 
dom, excited univerfal indignation ; and Melvil 
received a letter from thence, which reprefented, 
in the ftrongeft terms, what would be the fatal 
effects of fuch an imprudent ftep. He put this 
letter into the queen’s hands, and enforced it 

fink in his hopes, and betray the whole bloody fecret, 404. 
But befides the abfurdity of fuppofing that any man’s ene- 
mies would contribute towards raifing him to fuch high dig- 
nity, on the uncertain hopes of being able afterwards to de- 
prive him of it; befides the impoflibility of accompli/hing 
fuch a marriage, if it had been either unknown to the queen, 
or difagreeable to her; we may obferve that this fuppofition 
is deltroyed by the diredl teftimony of the queen herfelf, 
who afcribes the confent of the nobles to Bothwell’s artifices, 
•who purchajed it by giving them to underjiand that tue were con- 
tent therewith. Anderf. vol. i. 94. 99. It would have been 
no fmall advantage to Mary, if ihe could have reprefented the 
confent of the nobles to have been their own voluntary deed. 
It is ftill more furprifing to find Lefiey afcribing this paper to 
Murray and his fadtion. Anderf. vol. i. 26. The bilhop him- 
felf was one of the perfons who fubfcribed it. Keith, 383. 
The king’s commiffioners, at the conference held at York 
1568, pretended that none of the nobles, except the earl of 
Huntly, would fubfcribe this paper till a warrant from the 
queen was produced, by which they were allowed to do fo; 
this warrant they had in their cuftody, and exhibited. Anderf. 
vol. iv. part 2. 5. This differs from Buchanan’s account, 
who fuppofes that all the nooles prefent fubfcribed the paper 
on the 19th, and that next day they obtained the approba- 
tion of what they had done, by way of fecurity to them- 
felves, 355, 

with 
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with the utmoil warmth. She not only difre- i 
garded thefe remonflxances, but communicated 
the matter to Bothwell; and Melvil, in order 
to fave his life, was obliged to fly from court, 
whither he durft not return till the earl’s ragre , O 
began to abateu. At the fame time Elizabeth 
warned Mary of the danger and infamy to which 
flie would expofe herfelf by fuch an indecent 
choice: but an advice from her met with Hill \ 
lefs regard x. 

Three days after the riling of parliament Mary ' 
went from Edinburgh to Stirling, in order to ; 
vifit the prince her fon. Bothwell had now ! 
brought his fchemes to full maturity, and every 
precaution being taken which could render it ' 
fafe to enter on the lalt and decilive Rep, the ; 

u Melv. 156. According to Melvil, Lord Herries like, 
wife remonflrated againft the marriage, and conjured the 
queen, on his knees, to lay alide all thoughts of fuch a dif- 
honourahie alliance, 156. But it has been obferved, that 
Herries’is one of the nobles who fubfcribed the bond, April 
19. Keith, 383. 1. That he is one of the witneffes to the i 
maniage articles between the queen and Bothwell, May 14. 
Good. vol. ii. 61. 3. That he fat in council with Bothwell, ; 
May 17. Keith, 386- But this remonhrance of lord Herries ; 
againft the marriage happened before thofe made by Melvil 
himfelf, 157. Melvil’s remonftrance muft have happened ' 
fome time before the meeting of parliament; for after offend, 
ing Bothwell, he retired from court; he allowed his rage • 
time to fubfide, and had again joined the queen when lire was ; 
feized, April 24. 158. The time which muft have elapfed i 
by this account of the matter, was perhaps fufficient to have 
gained Herries from being an oppofer to become a promoter 
of the marriage. Perhaps Melvil may have committed fome 
mlftake with regard to this faff, fo far as relates to lord Her- ; 
ries. He could not well be miftaken with regard to what 
himfelf did. 

x Anderf. vol. i. 106. 
3 natural 
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natural impetuofity of his fpirit did not fuffer 
him to deliberate any longer. Under pretence 
of an expedition againft the freebooters on the 
borders, he affembled his followers ; and march- 
ing out of Edinburgh with a thoufand horfe 
£ April 24], turned fuddenly towards Linlithgow, 
met the queen on her return near that place, 
difperfed her flender train without reiiltance, 
feized on her perfon, and conducted her, toge- 
ther with a few of her courtiers, as a prifoner 
to his caftle of Dunbar. She expreffed neither 
furprize, nor terror, nor indignation, at fuch an 
outrage committed on her perfon, and fuch an 
infult offered to her authority, but feemed to 
yield without ftruggle or regret)'. Melvil was 
at that time one of her attendants; and the of- 
ficer by whom he was feized informed him, that 
nothing was done without the queen’s own con- 
fent z. If we may rely on the letters publiflied 
in Mary’s name, the fcheme had been communi- 
cated to her, and every ftep towards it was 
taken with her participation and advice a. 

Both the queen and Bothwell thought it of 
advantage to employ this appearance of violence. 
It afforded her a decent excufe for her conduct; 
and while fhe could plead that it was owing to 
force rather than choice, flic hoped that her re- 
putation, among foreigners at leaft, would ef- 
cape without cenfure, or be expofed to lefs re- 
proach. Bothwcll could not help diftrufting all 
the methods which had hitherto been ufed for 
vindicating him from any concern in the murder 
of the king. Something was ftill wanting for 

y Keith, 383. *Mdv. 158. » Good vol, ii. 37. 
yol. n. H his 
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his fecurity, and for quieting his guilty fears, i 
This was a pardon under the great feal. By 
the laws of Scotland the moil heinous crime muil 
be mentioned by name in a pardon, and then all 
leffer offences are deemed to be included under 
the general claufe, and all other crimes ‘whatfoever^. 
To feize the perfon of the prince is high trea- 
fon; and Bothwell hoped that a pardon obtained 
for this would extend to every thing of which 
he had been accufed c. 

Bothwell having now got the queen’s perfon 
into his hands, it would have been unbecoming 
either a politician or a man of gallantry to have 1 

delayed confummating his fchemes. The firft 
ftep towards this was to have his marriage with 
lady Jane Gordon, the earl of Huntly’s filler, 
diflblved. In order to accomplifh that, in a 
manner confiftent with the ideas of the queen 
on one hand, and with the fentiments of his 
countrymen on the other, two different proceffes 
became neceffary: one founded on the maxims 
of the canon law, the other accommodated to 
the tenets of the reformed church. Bothwell 
accordingly commenced a fuit, in his own name, 
in the fpiritual court of the archbifhop of St. An- 
drew’s, the jurifdiclion of which the queen had re- 
ftored [April 27], by a fpecial commiflion grant- 
ed for this purpofe, and pleaded, that lady Jane 
and himfelf, being coufins within the prohibited 
degrees, and having married without a papal dif- 
penfation, their union was null from the begin- 
ning d. At the fame time he prevailed with lady 

Jane 
b Pari. 6 Jac. IV. c. 61. c Anderf. vol. iv. partii. 61. 
d In her own time, it was urged as an aggravation of the 

queen’s guilt, that ihe gave her confent to marry the huiband 
of 
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Jane to apply to the proteftant court of com- 
iriiffaries for a divorce, on account of his having 
been guilty of adultery. The influence of Both- 
well was of equal weight in both courts. In 
the courfe of four days, with the fame indecent 
and fufpicious precipitancy, the one declared 
the marriage to be illegal and null, the other pro- 
nounced a fentence of divorce e. 

While this infamous tranfaftion was carrying on 
the queen refided at Dunbar; detained as a prifon- 
er, but treated with the greateft refpeft. Soon 
after Bothwell, with a numerous train of his de- 
pendants, conduced her to Edinburgh [May 3] ; 
but, inftead of lodging her in the palace of Holy- 
rood-houfe, he conveyed her to the caftle, of 
which he was governor. The difcontent of the 
nation rendered this precaution neceffary. In 
an houfe unfortified, and of eafy accefs, the 

of another woman ; and the charge has been often repeated 
fince. hut, according to Mary’s own ideas, confonant to the 
principles of her religion, the marriage of Bothwell with lady 
Jane Gordon was unlawful and void, and (he confidered them 
as living together not in the hallowed bonds of matrimony, 
but in a ftate of criminal intercourfe. Bothwell’s addrefies, 
which ftruck her proteftant fubjefls not only as indecent but 
flagitious, could not appear in the fame light to her; and this 
may be pleaded in extenuation of the crime imputed to her of 
having liftened to them. But it will not exempt her from 
the charge of great imprudence in this unfortunate ftep. Mary 
was well acquainted with the ideas of her fubjefts, and knew 
what they would think of her giving ear for a moment to the 
courtfhip of a man lately married under her own eye, in the 
church of her palace. Appendix, No. XX. Every confi- 
deration ihould have reftrained her from forming this union, 
which to her people muft have appeared odious and Ihocking- 
Remarks on the Hiftory of Scotland, p. 199, &c. 

e Anderf. i. 132. Append. No. XX. 
H 2 queen 
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queen might have been refcued without difficulty- 
out of his hands. In a place of ftrength fhe was 
fecured from all the attempts of his enemies. 

One fmall difficulty ftill remained to be fur- 
mounted. As the queen was kept in a fort of 
captivity by Bothwell, a marriage concluded in 
that condition might be imputed to force, and 
be held invalid. In order to obviate this, Mary 
appeared in the court of feffion, and, in prefence 
of the chancellor and other judges, and feveral of 
the nobility, declared that {he was now at full 
liberty; and though Bothwell’s violence in feiz- 
ing her perfon had at firit excited her indigna- 
tion, yet his refpedtful behaviour fince that time 
had not only appealed her refentment, but de- 
termined her to raife him to higher honours f. 

What thefe were, foon became public. The 
title of duke of Orkney was conferred upon Both- 
well; and on the fifteenth of May his marriage 
with the queen, which had fo long been the ob- 
ject of his willies, and the motive of his crimes, 
was folemnized. The ceremony was performed 
in public, according to the rites of the proteft- 
ant church, by Adam Bothwell, bifliop of Ork- 
ney, one of the few prelates who had embraced 
the reformation, and on the fame day was 
celebrated in private, according to the forms 
prefcribed by the popifh religion®. The bold- 
nefs with which Craig, the minifter who was 
commanded to publilh the banns, teftified 
againft the defign ; the fmall number of the no- 
bles who were prefent at the marriage ; and the 
fullen and difrefpeftful iilence of the people 

f And,!. 87. g Id. 136. ii. 276. 
when 
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when the queen appeared in public ; were mani- 
feft fymptoms of the violent and general diffatif- 
faclion of her own fubjedfs. The refufal of Du 
Croc, the French ambalfador, to be prefent at 
the nuptial ceremony or entertainment, difeovers 
the fentiments of her allies with regard to this 
part of her couduft ; and although every other 
action in Mary’s life could be juftified by the 
rules of prudence, or reconciled to the principles of 
virtue, this fatal marriage would remain an incon- 
teftable proof of her ralhnefs, if not of her guilt. 

Mary’s firft care was to offer fome apology 
for her conduit, to the courts of France and 
England. The inilruitions to her ambaffadors 
ftill remain, and are drawn by a mafterly hand. 
But under all the artificial and falfe colouring 
{he employs, it is eafy to difeover, not only that 
many of the fteps fhe had taken were unjuflifi- 
able, but that fhe herfelf was confcious that they 
could not be juftified b. 

The title of king was the only thing,which 
was not beflowed upon Bothwell. Notwith- 
ftanding her attachment to him, Mary remem- 
bered the inconveniencies which had arifen from 
the rafh advancement of her former h.ufband to 
that honour. She agreed, however, that he fhould 
fign, in token of confent, all the public writs if- 
fued in her name h But though the queen with- 
held from him the title of king, he pofTeffed, 
neverthelefs, regal power in its full extent. The 
queen’s perfon was in his hands ; fhe was fur- 
rounded more clofely than ever by his creatures ; 
none of her fubjetls could obtain audience with- 
out his permiffion; and, unlefs in his own pre- 

i Good. ii. 60. 
h 3 fence, 

And. i. 89. 
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fence, none but his confidents were permitted to 
converfe with herk. The Scottifh monarchs 
were accuftomed to live among their fubjefts as 
lathers or as equals, without diftruit, and with 
little ftate; armed guards Handing at the doors 
of the royal apartment, difficulty of accefs, dif- 
tance and retirement, were things unknown and 
unpopular. 

Thefe precautions were necefiary for fecuring 
to Bothwell the power which he had acquired. 
But, without being mailer of the perfon of the 
young prince, he eileemed all that he had gained 
to be precarious and uncertain. The queen had 
committed her fon to the care of the earl of 
Mar. The fidelity and loyalty of that nobleman 
were too well known to expeft that he would be 
willing to put the prince into the hands of the 
man who was fo violently fufpecled of having 
murdered his father. Bothwell, however, la- 
boured to get the prince into his power, with an 
anxiety which gave rife to the blackeil fufpicions. 
All his addrefs, as well as authority, were employ- 
ed to perfuade, or to force Mar into a compliance 
with his demands'. And it is no flight proof, 
both of the firmnefs and dexterity of that noble- 
man, that he preferved a life of fo much import- 
ance to the nation, from being in the power of 
a man, whom fear or ambition might have 
prompted to violent attempts againft it. 

The eyes of the neighbouring nations were fix- 
ed, at that time, upon the great events which 
had happeimd in Scotland during three months ; 
a king murofcred with the utmoil cruelty, in the 
prime of his days, and in his capital city; the 

k And. 1.136. 1 Melv. 160. Bucb. 361. 
perfon 
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perfon fufpefted of that odious crime fuffered 
not only to appear publicly in every place, but 
admitted into the prefence of the queen, diftin- 
guifhed by her favour, and intruded with the 
chief direction of her affairs; fubjected to a 
trial which was carried on with mod fhamelefs 
partiality, and acquitted by a fentence which 
ferved only to confirm the fufpicions of his guilt; 
divorced from his wife, on pretences frivolous 
or indecent; and after all this, indead of meet- 
ing with the ignominy due to his aftions, or the 
punifhment merited by his crimes, permitted 
openly, and without oppofition, to marry a 
queen, the wife of the prince whom he had af- 
faffinated, and the guardian of thofe laws which 
he had been guilty of violating. Such a quick 
fuccefiion of incidents fo lingular and fo deted- 
able, in the fpace of three months, is not to 
be found in any other hillory. They left, in 
the opinion of foreigners, a mark of infamy on 
the character of the nation. The Scots were 
held in abhorrence all over Europe; they durd 
hardly appear any where in public ; and after 
fuffering fo many atrocious deeds to pafs with 
impunity, they were univerfally reproached as 
men void of courage or of humanity, as equally 
regardlefs of the reputation of their queen and 
the honour of their country”1. 

Thefe reproaches roufed the nobles, who had 
been hitherto amufed by Bothwell’s artifices, or 
intimidated by his power. The manner in which 
he exercifed the authority which he acquired, 
his repeated attempts to become mader of the 

m Anderf. vol. i. iz8,134. Mely. 163. See Appendix, 
1 No. XXI. 
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prince’s perfon, together with fome rafh threat- 
enings againft him, which he let falln, added to 
the violence and promptitude of their refolu- 
tions. A coniiderable body of them affembled 
at Stirling, and entered into an alfociation for 
the defence of the prince’s perfon. Argyll, 
Athol, Mar, Morton, Glencairn, Home, Lind- 
fay, Boyd, Murray of Tullibardin, Kirkaldy of 
Grange, and Maitland the fecretary, were the 
heads of this confederacy °. Stewart earl of 
Athol was remarkable for an uniform and bigot- 
ted attachment to popery ; but his indignation 
on account of the murder of the king, to whom 
he was nearly allied, and his zeal for the fafety 
of the prince, overcame, on this occaiion, all con- 
fiderations of religion, and united him with the 
moll zealous proteftants. Several of the other 
nobles acled, without queftion, from a laudable 
concern for the fafety of the prince and the 
honour of their country. But the fpirit which 
fome of them difcovered during the fubfequent ; 
revolutions, leaves little room to doubt, that 
ambition or refentment were the real motives of 
their conduct; and that, on many occalions, i 
while they were purfuing ends juft and neceffary, 
they were actuated by principles and pafiions al- 
together unjuftifiable. 

The firft accounts of this league filled the 
queen and Bothwell with great confternation. 
They were no ftrangers to the fentiments of the 
nation with refpeft to their condudl; and though 
their marriage had not met with public oppofi- 
tion, they knew that it had not been carried on 

* Melv. 161. 0 Keith, 394. 
without 11 
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■without the fecret difguft and murmurings of 
all ranks of men. They forefaw the violence 
■with which this indignation would burft out, 
after having been fo long fupprefled ; and in or- 
der to prepare for the ftorm, Mary iffued a pro- 
clamation [May 283, requiring her fubje&s to 
take arms, and to attend her hulband by a day 
appointed. At the fame time, (he publilhed a 
fort of manifefto, in which {he laboured to vin- 
dicate her government from thofe imputations 
which it had been loaded with, and employed the 
Itrongeft terms to exprefs her concern for the 
fafety and welfare of the prince her fon. Neither 
of thefe produced any confiderable efFeft. Her 
proclamation was ill obeyed, and her manifefto 
met with little credit P. 

The confederate lords carried on their prepa- 
rations with no lefs activity, and with much more 
fuccefs. Among a warlike people, men of fo 
much power and popularity found it an eafy mat- 
ter to raife an army. They were ready to march 
before the queen and Bothwell were in a condi- 
tion to refill them. The caftle of Edinburgh 
was the place whither the queen ought naturally 
to have retired, and there her perfon might have 
been perfectly fafe. But the confederates had 
fallen on means to {hake or corrupt the fidelity of 
Sir James Balfour, the deputy governor, and 
Bothwell durft not commit to him fuch an im- 
portant truft. He conducted the queen to thecaftle 
of Borthwick [June 6], and on the appearance of 
lord Home, with a body of his followers, before 
that place, he fled with precipitation to Dunbar, 

P Keith, 3S7. 395, 396. 
and 



82 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. E. IV. 
and was followed by the queen difguifed in men’s 
clothes. The confederates advanced towards 
Edinburgh, where Huntly endeavoured, in vain, 
to animate the inhabitants to defend the town 
againft'them. They entered without oppoiition, 
and were inftantly joined by many of the citi- 
zens, whofe zeal became the firmed fupport of 
their caufe <i. 

In order to fet their own conduct in the 
moil favourable light, and to roufe the public 
indignation againft Bothwell, the nobles pub- 
lifhed a declaration of the motives which had 
induced them to take arms. All Bothwell’s 
pad crimes were enumerated, all his wicked 
intentions difplayed and aggravated, and every 
true Scotchman was called upon to join them in 
avenging the one and in preventing the otherr. 

Meanwhile Bothwell affembled his forces at 
Dunbar ; and as he had many dependents in that 
corner, he foon gathered fuch drength that he 
ventured to advance towards the confederates. 
Their troops were not numerous; the fudden- 
nefs and fecrecy of their enterprhe gave their 
friends at a didance no time to join them ; and 
as it does not appear that they were fupported 
either with money or fed with hopes by the queen 
of England, they could not have kept long in a 
body. But on the other hand, Bothwell durd 
not rifle a delays. His army followed him 
with reluctance in this quarrel, and ferved him 
with no cordial a flection ; fo that his only hope 
of fuccefs was in furprifing the enemy, or in 
driking the blow before his own troops had 

9 Keith, 358. r .Anderf. vol.i. ia8. * Keith, 40i.‘ 
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kifure to recolkft themfelves, or to imbibe the 
fame unfavourable opinion of his aftions, which 
had fpread over the reit of the nation. Thefe 
motives determined the queen to march forward, 
with an inconfiderate and fatal fpeed. 

On the firft intelligence of her approach, the 
confederates advanced to meet her [July 15]. 
They found her forces drawn up almolt on the 
fame ground which the Englifh had occupied 
before the battle of Pinkie. The numbers on 
both fides were nearly equal; but there was 
no equality in point of difcipline. The queen’s 
army conlifted chiefly of a multitude, haftily 
aflembled, without courage or experience in war. 
The troops of the confederates were compofed 
of gentlemen of rank and reputation, followed 
by their moft trufty dependents, who were no 
lefs brave than zealous t. 

Le Croc the French ambaflador, who was in 
the field, laboured, by negociating both with the 
queen and the nobles, to put an end to the quar- 
rel without the effufion of blood. He repre- 
fented to the confederates the queen’s inclina- 
tions towards peace, and her willingnefs to par- 
don the ofiences which they had committed. 
Morton replied with warmth, that they had 
taken arms not againft the queen, but againit 
the murderer of her hulband; and if he were 
given up to juftice, or banilhed from her pre- 
fence, Ihe fliould find them ready to yield the 
obedience which is due from fubje&s to their 
fovereign. Glencairn added, that they did not 
come to alk pardon for any offence, but to pu- 

t Cald, vol. ii, 43, 49. 
nilh 
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nifh thofe who had offended. Such haughty 
anfwers convinced the ambaffador, that his me- 
diation would be ineffectual, and that their paf- 
iions were too high to allow them to liffen to 
any pacific propofitions, or to think of retreat- 
ing after having proceeded fo far u. 

The queen’s army was polled to advantage, 
on a rifing ground. The confederates advanced 
to the attack refolutely, but flowly, and with 
the caution which was natural on that unhappy 
field. Her troops were alarmed at their ap- 
proach, and difeovered no inclination to fight. 
Mary endeavoured to animate them; fhe wept, 
fhe threatened, (lie reproached them with cow- 
ardice, but all in vain. A few of Bothwell’s 
immediate attendants were eager for the en- 
counter ; the reft flood wavering and irrefolute, 
and fome began to fteal out of the field. Both- 
well attempted to infpirit them, by offering to 
decide the quarrel, and to vindicate his own in- 
nocence, in iingle combat with any of his adver- 
faries. Kirkaldy of Grange, Murray of Tulli- 
bardin, and lord Lindfay, contended for the 
honour of entering the lifts againft him. But 
this challenge proved to be a mere bravade. 
Either the confcioufnefs of guilt deprived Both- 
well of his wonted courage, or the queen, by 
her authority, forbad the combatx. 

After the fymptoms of fear difeovered by her 
followers, Mary would have been inexcufable 
had Ihe hazarded a battle. To have retreated 
in the face of an enemy who had already fur- 
rounded the hill on which fhe flood, with part 

« Keith, 401. x Cald. vol. ii. 50. 
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of their cavalry, was utterly impracticable. In 
this fituation, ihe was under the cruel neceflity of 
putting herfelf into the hands of thofe fubjects 
who had taken arms againft her. She demanded 
an interview with Kirkaldy, a brave and generous 
man, who commanded an advanced body of the 
enemy. He, with the confent and in the name 
of the leaders of the party, promifed that, on 
condition (lie would dilmils Bothwell from her 
prefence, and govern the kingdom by the advice 
of her nobles, they would honour and obey her 
as their fovereign 1. 

During this parley, Bothwell took his lall 
farewell of the queen, and rode off the field with 
a few followers. This difmal reverfe happened 
exactly one month after that marriage which had 
coll him fo many crimes to accomplilh, and which 
leaves fo foul a llain on Mary’s memory. 

As foon as Bothwell retired, Mary furrendered 
to Kirkaldy, who conducted her toward the con- 
federate army, the leaders of which received her 
with much refpect; and Morton, in their name, 
made ample profefiions of their future loyalty 
and obedience z. But (he was treated by the 
common foldiers with the utmoll infolence and 
indignity. As (lie marched along, they poured 
upon her all the opprobrious names which are 
bellowed only on the lowell and moll infamous 
criminals. Wherever file turned her eyes, they 
held up before hera ilandard,onwhich was painted 
the dead body of the late king, ilretched on the 
ground, and the young prince kneeling before it, 
and uttering thefe words, “ Judge and revenge 

y Good. vol. ii. 164. Melv. 165, *Good. vol. ii. 165. 
vol. 11. » my 
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my caufe, O Lord !” Mary turned with horror 
from fuch a (hocking fight. She began already 
to feel the wretched condition to which a captive 
prince is reduced. She uttered the moft bitter 
complaints, (he melted into tears, and could hardly 
be kept from finking to the ground. The con- 
federates conducted her towards Edinburgh ; 
and in fpite of many delays, and after looking, 
with the fondnefs and credulity natural to the 
unfortunate, for fome extraordinary relief, (he 
arrived there. The ftreets were covered with 
multitudes, whom zeal or curiofity had drawn 
together, to behold fuch an unufual fcene. The 
queen, worn out with fatigue, covered with duft, 
and bedewed with tears, was expofed as a fpec- 
tacle to her own fubjefts, and led to the provolt’s 
houfe. Notwithftanding all her arguments and 
intreaties, the fame (tandard was carried before 
her, and the fame infults and reproaches re- 
peated z. A woman, young, beautiful, and in 
diltrefs, is naturally the object of compafiion. 
The comparifon of their prefent mifery with their 
former fplendour, ufually foftens us in favour of 
illuftrious fufferers. But the people beheld the 
deplorable fituation of their fovereign with infen- 
fibility ; and fo llrong was their perfuafion of 
her guilt, and fo great the violence of their in- 
dignation, that the fufferings of their queen did 
not, in any degree, mitigate their refentment, or 
procure her that fympathy which is feldom denied 
to unfortunate princes. 

z Melv. 166. Bach. 364. 
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BOOK V. 

'J' h e confederate lords had proceeded to fuch 
extremities againft their fovereign,that it now 

became almoft impoflible for them either to ftop 
fhort, or to purfue a courfe lefs violent. Many 
of the nobles had refufed to concur with them in 
their enterpiife ; others openly condemned it. 
A fmall circumftance might abate that indigna- 
tion with which the multitude were at prefent 
animated againft the queen, and deprive them of 
that popular applaufe which was the chief founda- 
tion of their power. Thefe confiderations in- 
clined fome of them to treat the queen with great 
lenity. 

But, on the other hand, Mary’s affe&ion for 
Bothwell continued as violent as ever ; fhe ob- 
ftinately refufed to hearken to any propofal for 
diffolving their marriage, and determined not 
to abandon a man, for whofe love Ihe had already 
facrificed fo much a. If they fhould allow her to 
recover the fupreme power, the firft exertion of it 
would be to recall Bothwell; and they had rea- 
fon, both from his refentment, from her conduct, 
and from their own, to expeft the fevereft effedta 
of her vengeance. Thefe confiderations fur- 
mounted every other motive; and reckoning 
themfelves abfolved, by Mary’s incurable at- 
tachment to Bothwell, from the engagements 
which they had come under when ihe yielded ' 
herfelf a prifoner, they, without regarding the 

1 duty which they owed her as their queen, and 
a Keith, Ain. 446. 449. Mely. 167. See Append. 
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without confulting the reft of the nobles, carried 
her next evening, under a ftrong guard, to the 
caftle of Lochlevin, and figned a warrant to 
William Douglas, the owner of it, to detain her 
as a prifoner. This caftle is iituated in a fmall 
illand, in the middle of a lake. Douglas, to 
whom it belonged, was a near relation of Mor- 
ton’s, and had married the earl of Murray’s mo- 
ther. In this place, under ftridt cuftody, with a 
few attendants, and fubjefted to the infults of a 
haughty woman, who boafted daily of being the 
lawful wife of James V. Mary fuffered all the 
rigour and miferies of captivity b. 

Immediately after the queen’s imprifonment, 
the confederates were at the utmoft pains to 
ftrengthen their party ; they entered into new 
bonds of affbciation ; they affumed the title of 
lords of the fecret council, and without any other 
right, arrogated to themfelves the whole regal 
authority. One of their firft afts of power was, 
to fearch the city of Edinburgh for fuch as had 
been concerned in the murder of the king. This 
fhow of zeal gained reputation to themfelves, 
and threw an oblique refleftion on the queen for 
her remiffnefs. Several fufpefted perfons were 
feized. Captain Blackadder and three others 
were condemned and executed. But no dif- 
covery of importance was made. If we believe 
fome hiftorians, they were convicted by fufficient 
evidence. If we give credit to others, their fen- 
fence was unjuft, and they denied, with their laft 
breath, any knowledge of the crime for which 
they fuffered c. 

!> Keith, 403. Note (b). 
£ Cald. vol. ii. 53. Crawf. Mem. 35. 
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An unexpe&ed accident, however, put into the 

hands of Mary’s enemies what they deemed the 
fullell evidence of her guilt. Bothwell having 
left in the cattle of Edinburgh a cafket contain- 
ing feveral fonnets and letters written with the 
queen’s own hand; he now fent one of his con- 
fidents to bring to him this precious depofite. But 
as his meffenger returned, he was intercepted, and 
the catket feized by Morton d. The contents of 
it were always produced by the party as the moil 
ample juftification of their own conduct; and 
to thefe they continually appealed as the molt 
unanfwerable proof of their not having loaded 
their fovereign with the imputation of imaginary 
crimes e. 

But the confederates, notwithftanding their 
extraordinary fuccefs, were ftill far from being 
perfectly at eafe. That fo fmall a part of the 
nobles fhould pretend to difpofe of the perfon of 
their fovereign, or to aflume the authority which 
belonged to her, without the concurrence of the 
reft, was deemed by many of that body to be 
unprecedented and prefumptuous. Several of 
thefe were now aflembled at Hamilton, in order 
to deliberate what courfe they fhould hold in 
this difficult conjuncture. The confederates made 
fome attempt towards a coalition with them, but 
without effedt. They employed the mediation 
of the aflembly of the church, to draw them to a 
perfonal interview at Edinburgh, but with no 
better fuccefs. That party, however, though its 
numbers were formidable, and the power of its 

d Anderf. vol. ii. 92. Good. vol. ii. 90. 
* See Difl'ertation at the end of the Hiftory. 
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leaders great, foon loft reputation by the want of 
unanimity and vigour ; all its confultations eva- 
porated in murmurs and complaints, and no 
fcheme was concerted for obftrucling the progrefs 
of the confederates f. 

There appeared fome profpedt of danger from 
another quarter. This great revolution in Scot- 
land had been carried on without any aid from 
Elizabeth, and even without her knowledge s. 
Though fhe was farfrom being difpleafed at feeing 
the affairs of that kingdom embroiled, or a rival, 
whom (he hated, reduced to diftrefs ; <he neither 
wiftsed that it fliould be in the power of the one 
faction entirely to fupprefs the other, nor could 
{he view the fteps taken by the confederates with- 
out great offence. Notwithftanding the popular 
maxims by which ftie governed her own fubjefts, 
her notions of royal prerogative were very exalted. 
The confederates had, in her opinion, encroached 
on the authority of their fovereign, which they 
had no right to control, and had offered violence 
to her perfon, which it was their duty to efteem 
facred. They had fet a dangerous example to 
other fubjedts, and Mary’s caufe became the com- 
mon caufe of princes'1. If ever Elizabeth was 
influenced with regard to the affairs of Scotland 
by the feelings of her heart, rather than by con- 
fiderations of intereft, it was on this occafion. 
Mary, in her prefent condition, degraded from 
her throne, and covered with the infamy attend- 
ing an accufation of fuch atrocious crimes, could 
be no longer the objeft of Elizabeth’s jealoufy, 
either as a woman or as a queen. Sympathy with 

f Keith, 407. h Id. 411. 415. 
a fo- 

S Id. 415. 
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a fovereign in diftrefs feems, for a moment, to 
have touched a heart not very fufceptible of 
tender fentiments; and, while thefe were yet 
warm, fhe difpatched Throkmorton into Scot- 
land [June 30], with power to negotiate both 
with the queen and with the confederates. In 
his inftruftions there appears a remarkable folici- 
tude for Mary’s liberty, and even for her reputa- 
tion ; and the terms upon which flie propofed to 
re-eftabliih concord between the queen and her 
fubjefts, appear to be fo reafonable and well di- 
gefted, as might have enfured the fafety and hap- 
pinefs of both. Zealous as Throkmorton was to 
accomplifh this, all his endeavours and addrefa 
proved ineffedtual. He found not only the con- 
federate nobles, but the nation in general, fo far 
alienated from the queen, and fo much offended 
with the indecent precipitancy of Her marriage 
with the reputed murderer of her former hufband, 
as to be incapable of liftening to any propofition 
in her favour. 

During the ftate of anarchy occafioned by the 
imprifonment of the queen, and the diffolution of 
the eftablilhed government, which afforded fuch 
ample fcope for political fpeculation, four different 
fchemes had been propofed for the fettlement of 
the nation. One, that Mary fhould be replaced 
upon the throne, but under various and ftrift 
limitations. The fecond, that fhe fhould refign 
the crown to her fon, and retiring out of the 
kingdom, fhould refide, during the remainder of 
her days, either in England or in France. The 
third, that Mary fhould be brought to public 
trial for her crimes, and after conviftion, of which 
no doubt was entertained, fhould be kept in per- 

petual 
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petual imprifonment. The fourth, that after 
trial and condemnation, capital punifhment fhould 
be inflictej upon her. Throkmorton, though 
difpofed, as well by his own inclination as in 
conformity to the fpirit of his inftruftions, to 
view matters in the light moft favourable to 
Mary, informed his court, that the milder 
fchemes, recommended by Maitland alone, would 
undoubtedly be reprobated, and one of the more 
rigorous carried into execution. 

In jollification of this rigour, the confederates 
maintained that Mary’s affection for Bothwell 
was Hill unabated, and openly avowed by her ; 
that fhe rejected with difdain every propofal for 
diffolving their marriage ; and declared, that Ihe 
would forego every comfort, and endure any 
extremity, rather than give her confent to that 
meafure. While thefe were her fentiments, they 
contended, that concern for the public welfare, 
as well as attention to their own fafety, rendered 
it neceffary to put it out of the queen’s power 
to reilore a daring man, exafperated by recent 
injuries, to his former llation, which mull needs 
prove fatal to both. Notwithftanding their fo- 
licitude to conciliate the good-will of Elizabeth, 
they forefaw clearly what would be the effecl, at 
this j tincture, of Throkmorton’s interpolition in 
behalf of the queen, and that Ihe, elated with 
the profpect of proteftion, would refufe to lillen 
to the overtures which they were about to make 
to her. For this reafon they peremptorily denied 
Throkmorton accefs to their prifoner ; and what 
propofitions he made to them in her behalf they 
either refufed or eluded *. 

i Keith, 417. 427, 
Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile they deliberated with the utmoll 

anxiety concerning the fettlement of the nation, 
and the future difpofal of the queen’s perfon. 
Elizabeth, obferving that Throkmorton made no 
progrefs in his negotiations with them, and that 
they would liften to none of his demands in Ma- 
ry’s favour, turned towards that party of the 
nobles who were affembled at Hamilton, incited 
them to take arms in order to reftore their queen 
to liberty, and promifed to affiil them in fuch 
an attempt to the utmoft of her power k. But 
they diicovered no greater union and vigour than 
formerly, and, behaving like men who had given 
up all concern either for their queen or their 
country, tamely allowed an inconiiderable part 
of their body, whether we confider it with re- 
fpeft to numbers or to power, to fettle the go- 
vernment of the kingdom, and to diipofe of the 
queen’s perfon at pleafure. Many confultations 
were held, and various opinions arofe with regard 
to each of thefe. Some feemed defirous of ad- 
hering to the plan on which the confederacy was 
at firil formed; and after punifhing the murderers 
of the king, and diffolving the marriage with 
Bothwell ; after providing for the fafety of the 
young prince, and the fecurity of the protelfant 
religion ; they propofed to re-eltablifh the queen 
in the polfefTion of her legal authority. The 
fuccefs with which their arms had been accom- 
panied, infpired others with bolder and more 
defperate thoughts, and nothing lefs would fa- 
tisfy them than the trial, the condemnation, and 
punifhment of the queen herfelf, as the principal 

k See Append. No, XXIII. 
confpirator 
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confpirator againft the life of her huiband and 
rhe fafety of her fon1 : the former was Maitland’s 
fyftem, and breathed too much of a pacific and 
moderate fpirit, to be agreeable to the temper or 
wilhes of the party. The latter was recommended 
by the clergy, and warmly adopted by many 
laics ; but the nobles durft not or would not ven- 
ture on fuch an unprecedented and audacious 
deed m. 

Both parties agreed at laft: upon a fcheme, 
neither fo moderate as the one, nor fo daring as 
the other. Mary was to be perfuaded or forced 
to refign the crown ; the young prince was to 
be proclaimed king, and the earl of Murray was 
to be appointed to govern the kingdom, during 
his minority, with the name and authority of 
regent. With regard to the queen’s own per- 
fon, nothing was determined. It feems to have 
been the intention of the confederates to keep her 
in perpetual imprifonment; but in order to in- 
timidate herfelf, and to overawe her partifans, 
they ftill referved to themfelves the power of pro- 
ceeding to more violent extremes. 

It was obvious to forefee difficulties in the 
execution of this plan. Mary was young, am- 
bitious, high-fpirited, and accuftomed to com- 
mand. To induce her to acknowledge her own 
incapacity for governing, to renounce the dig- 
nity and power which Ihe was born to enjoy, t 

1 Keith, 420, 421,422. 5S2. 
in The intent ion of putting the queen to death feems to 

have been carried on by feme of her iubjedts : at this time 
we often find Elizabeth boafting that Mary owed her life tq 
her interpofition Digges’s Compl. Amb. 14, &c. See Ap- 
pend. No. XVIII. 
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become dependant on her own fubje&s, to con- 
fent to her own bondage, and to invefl: thofe 
perfons whom (he confidered as the authors of 
all her calamities with that honour and authority 
of which (he herfelf was dripped, were points 
hard to be gained. Thefe, however, the con- 
federates attempted, and they did not want 
means to infure fuccefs. Mary had endured, for 
feveral weeks, all the hardlhips and terror of a 
prifon ; no profpeft of liberty appeared ; none 
of her fubjedis had either taken arms, or fo much 
as folicited her relief n ; no perfon, in whom (he 
could confide, was admitted into her prefence ; 
even the ambaffadors of the French king, and 
queen of England, were refufed accefs to her. 
In this folitary date, without a counfellor or a 
friend, under the preffure of didrefs and the ap- 
prehenfion of danger, it was natural for a woman 
to hearken almod to any overtures. The con- 
federates took advantage of her condition and of 
her fears. They employed lord Lindfay, the 
fierced zealot in the party, to communicate their 
fcheme to the queen, and to obtain her fubfcrip- 
tion to thofe papers which were necefiary for 
rendering it effeftual. He executed his commif- 
fion with harlhnefs and brutality. Certain death 
was before Mary’s eyes if (he refufed to comply 
with his demands. At the fame time (he was in- 
formed by Sir Robert Melvil, in the name of 
Athol, Maitland, and Kirkaldy, the perfons 
among the confederates who were mod attentive 
to her intered, that a refignation extorted by fear, 
and granted during her imprifonment, was void 

» Keith, 42J. 
in 
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in law, and might be revoked as foon as die re- 
covered liberty. Throkmorton, by a note which 
he found means of conveying to her, fuggefted 
the fame thing °. Deference to their opinion, as 
well as concern for her own fafety, obliged her 
to yield to every thing which was required, and 
to fign all the papers which Lindfay prefented to 
her. By one of thefe, ihe refigned the crown, 
renounced all (hare in the government of the 
kingdom, and confented to the coronation of the 
young king. By another, (he appointed the 
earl of Murray regent, and conferred upon him 
all the powers and privileges of that high office 
[July 24]. By a third, (he fubftituted fome other 
noblemen in Murray’s place, if he (liould refufe 
the honour which was defigned for him Mary, 
when (he fubfcribed thefe deeds, was bathed in 
tears ; and while (he gave away, as it were with 
her own hands, the fceptre which (he had fwayed 
fo long, (he felt a pang of grief and indignation, 
one of the fevered, perhaps, which can touch the 
human heart P. 

The confederates endeavoured to give this 
refignation all the weight and validity in their 
power, by proceeding without delay to crown the 
voting prince. The ceremony was performed at 
Stirling, on the twenty-ninth of July, with much 
folemnity, in prefence of all the nobles of the 
party, a confiderable numberofleffer barons, and 
great aflembly of the people. From that time, 
all public writs were ifl'ued, and the government 
carried on in the name of James VI. ‘i 

o Keith, 425. Note (i). Melv. 169. 
p Keith, 430. Crawl'. Mem. 38, q Keith, 437. 
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No revolution fo great was ever effe&ed with 

more eafe, or by means fo unequal to the end. 
In a warlike age, and in lefs time than two 
months, a part of the nobles, who neither poffeffed 
the chief power, nor the greateft wealth in the 
nation, and who never brought three thoufand 
men into the field, feized, imprifoned, and de- 
throned their queen, and without /bedding a fingle 
drop of blood, let her fon, an infant of a year 
old, on the throne. 

During this rapid progrefs of the confederates, 
the eyes of all the nation were turned on them 
with aftoni/hment; and various and contradictory 
opinions were formed concerning the extraor- 
dinary fteps which they had taken. 

Even under the ariftocratical form of govern- 
ment which prevails in Scotland, faid the fa- 
vourers of the queen, and notwithftanding the 
exorbitant privileges of the nobles, the prince 
pofTeffes confiderable power, and his perfon is 
treated with great veneration. No encroach- 
ments Ihould be made on the former, and no 
injury offered to the latter, but in cafes where 
the liberty and.happinefs of the nation cannot be 
fecured by any other means. Such cafes feldom 
exift, and it belongs not to any part, but to the 
whole, or at leaft tp a majority of the fociety, to 
judge of their exiffence. By what aftion could 
it be pretended that Mary had invaded the rights 
or property of her fubjefts, or what fcheme had 
/he formed again/! the liberty and conftitution of 
the kingdom? Were fears, and fufpicions, and 
furmifes, enough to juftify the imprifoning and 
the depofing a queen, to whom the crown de- 
fended from fo long a race of monarchs ? The 

VOL. 11. k principal 
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principal author of whatever was reckoned cul- 
pable in her conduct, was now driven from her 
prefence. The murderers of the king might have 
been brought to condign puniihment, the fafety 
of the prince have been fecured, and the protelt- 
ant religion have been eftablifhed, without wrelt- 
ing the fceptre out of her hands, or condemning 
her to perpetual imprifonment. Whatever right 
a free parliament might have had to proceed to 
fuch a rigorous conclufion, or whatever name its 
determinations might have merited, a fentence of 
this nature, paffed by a fmall part of the nobility, 
without acknowledging or confulting the reft of 
the nation, muft be deemed a rebellion againft 
the government, and a confpiracy againft the 
perfon of their fovereign. 

The partifans of the confederates reafoned very 
differently. It is evident, laid they, that Mary 
either previouily gave confent to the king’s mur- 
der, or did afterwards approve of that horrid 
aftion. Her attachment to Bothwell, the power 
and honours which Are has conferred upon him, 
the manner in which ihe fuffered his trial to be 
carried on, and the indecent fpeed with which 
fhe married a man ftained with fo many crimes, 
raife ftrong fufpicions of the former, and put the 
latter beyond all doubt. To have fuffered the 
fupreme power to continue in the hands of an 
ambitious man, capable of the moft atrocious 
and defperate actions, would have been difgrace- 
ful to the nation, diihonourable to the queen, and 
dangerous to the prince. Recourfe was there- 
fore had to arms. The queen had been com- 
pelled to abandon a hufband fo unworthy of her- 
felf. But her affedlion toward him ftill con- 

tinuing 
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tinuing unabated ; her indignation againft the 
authors of this reparation being vifible, and often 
expreffed in the ftrongeft terms; they, by reftor- 
fng her to her ancient authority, would have 
armed her with power to deftroy themfelves, 
have enabled her to recal Bothwell, and have 
afforded her an opportunity of purfuing fchemes 
fatal to the nation with greater eagernefs, and 
with more fuccefs. Nothing therefore remained, 
but by one bold a&ion to deliver themfelves and 
their country from all future fears. The expedient 
they had chofen was no lefs refpeftful to the royal 
blood, than necefiary for the public fafety. 
While one prince was fet afide as incapable of 
governing, the crown was placed on his head who 
was the undoubted reprefentative of their an- 
cient kings. 

Whatever opinion pofterity may form on com- 
paring the arguments of the two contending 
parties, whatever fentiments we may entertain 
concerning the juftice or neceffity of that courfe 
which the confederates held, it cannot be denied 
that their conduft, fo far as regarded themfelves, 
was extremely prudent. Other expedients, lefs 
rigorous towards Mary, might have been found 
for fettling the nation ; but, after the injuries 
which they had already offered the queen, there 
was none fo effedfual for fecuring their own fafe- 
ty, or perpetuating tljeir own power. 

To a great part of the nation, the conduft of 
the confederates appeared not only wife, but 
juft. The king’s acceflion to tire throne was 
every where proclaimed, and his authority fubr 
mitted to without oppofuion. Though feveral 
of the nobles wrere Hill affembled at Hamilton, 

K 2 and 



100 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. V. 
and feemed to be entering into fome combina- 
tion againft his government, an afibciation for 
fupporting it was formed, and figned by fo many 
perfons ot power and influence throughout the 
nation, as entirely dilcouraged the attemptr. 

The return of the earl of Murray, about this 
time, added ftrength to the party, and gave it a 
regular and finilhed form. Soon after the mur- 
der of the king, this nobleman had retired into 
France, upon what pretence hiftorians do not 
mention. During his refidence there, he had 
held a clofe correfpondence with the chiefs of the 
confederacy, and, at their defire, he now returned. 
He feemed, at firlt, unwilling to accept the office 
of regent. This hefitation cannot be afcribed 
to the fcruples either of diffidence or of duty. 
Murray wanted neither the abilities nor the am- 
bition which might incite him to afpire to this 
high dignity. He had received the firil accounts 
of his promotion with the utmoft fatisfa&ion; 
but by appearing to continue for fome days in 
fufpenfe, he gained time to view with attention 
the ground on which he was to aft; to balance 
the lirength and refources of the two contending 
faftions, and to examine whether the foundation 
on which his future fame and fuccefs mult reft, 
were found and Arm. 

Before he declared his final refolution, he 
waited on Mary at Lochlevin. This vifit, to a 
lifter, and a queen, in a prifon, from which he 
had neither any intention to relieve her, nor to 
mitigate the rigour of her confinement, may be 
mentioned among the circumftances which dif- 

r Anderf* vol. ii. 231. 
cover 
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cover the great want of delicacy and refinement 
in that age. Murray, who was naturally rough 
and uncourtly in his manner5, expoftulated fo 
warmly with the queen concerning her pall 
conduft, and charged her faults fo home upon 
her, that Mary, who had flattered herfelf with 
more gentle and brotherly treatment from him, 
melted into tears, and abandoned herfelf entirely 
to defpairc. This interview, from which Murray 
could reap no political advantage, and wherein 
he difeovered a fpirit fo fevere and unrelenting, 
may be reckoned among the moll bitter circum- 
flances in Mary’s life, and is certainly one of the 
moll unjuftifiable Heps in his conduft. 

Soon after his return from Lochlevin [Aug. 
22], Murray accepted the office of regent, and be- 
gan to a6l in that character without oppofition. 

Amidft fo many great and unexpefted events, 
the fate of Bothwell, the chief caufe of them all, 
hath been almoft forgotten. After his flight 
from the confederates, he lurked for fome time 
among his vaflals in the neighbourhood of Dun- 
bar. But finding it impoffible for him to make 
head, in that country, againll his enemies, or even 
to fecure himfelf from their purfuit, he fled for 
fheiter to his kinfman the bilhop of Murray ; 
and when he, overawed by the confederates, was 
obliged to abandon him, he retired to the Ork- 
ney Ifles. Hunted from place to place, defected 
by his friends, and accompanied by a few re- 
tainers, as defperate as himfelf, he fuffered at 
once the miferies of infamy and of want. His 
indigence forced him upon a courfe which added 

* Ibid. 44 c, 446. 
* 3 
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to his infamy. He armed a few fmall fhips, 
which had accompanied him from Dunbar, and 
attacking every veffel which fell in his way, en- 
deavoured to procure fubliftence for himfelf and 
his followers by piracy. Kirkaldy and Murray 
of Tullibardin were fent out againft him by the 
confederates ; and furpriling him while he rode 
at anchor, fcattered his fmall fleet, took a part of 
it, and obliged him to fly with a Angle fln’p to- 
wards Norway. On that coalt, he fell in with a 
veffel richly laden, and immediately attacked it; 
the Norwegians failed with armed boats to its 
afliftance, and after a defperate Aght, Bothwell 
and all his crew were taken prifoners. His name 
and quality were both unknown, and he was 
treated at Arft with all the indignity and rigour 
which the odious crime of piracy merited. His 
real character was foon difcovered, and though 
it fayed him from the infamous death to which 
his aflociates were condemned, it could neither 
procure him liberty, npr mitigate the hardfnips 
of his imprifonment. He languiflred ten years 
in this unhappy condition ; melancholy and de- 
fpair deprived him of reafon, and at laft he ended 
his days, unpitied by his countrymen, and un- 
aflifted by Arangers u. Few men ever accom- 
pliflied their ambitious projedts by worfe means, 
or reaped from them Ids fatisfaction. The early 
part of his life was reftlefs and enterpriAng, full 
of danger and viciffitudes. His enjoyment cf 
the grandeur, to which he attained by fo many 
crimes, was extremely fliort; embittered by much 
anxiety, and dkquieted by many fears. In his 

u Mely, 168, 
latter 
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latter years, he fufFered the moft intolerable ca- 
lamities to which the wretched are fubjeft, and 
from which perfons who have moved in fo high a 
fphere are commonly exempted. 

The good effefts of Murray’s acceffion to the 
regency were quickly felt. The party forming 
for the queen was weak, irrefolute, and difunited; 
and no fooner was the government of the king- 
dom in the hands of a man fo remarkable both 
for his abilities and popularity, than the nobles, 
of whom it was compofed, loll all hopes of gain- 
ing ground, and began to treat feparately with 
the regent. So many of them were brought to 
acknowledge the king’s authority, that fcarce 
any appearance of oppofition to the eftablifhed 
government was left in the kingdom. Had they 
adhered to the queen with any firmnefs, it is pro- 
bable, from Elizabeth’s difpofition at that time, 
that (he would have afforded them fuch affiflance 
as might have enabled them to face their enemies 
in the field. But there appeared fo little vigour 
or harmony in their councils, that {he was dif- 
couraged from efpoufing their caufe ; and the 
regent, taking advantage of their fituation, ob- 
liged them to fubmit to his government, without 
granting any terms, either to themfelves or to 
the queen *. 

The regent was no lefs fuccefsful in his at- 
tempt to get into his hands the places of ftrength 
in the kingdom. Balfour, the deputy governor, 
furrendered the calfle of Edinburgh ; and as the 
reward of his treachery, in deferting Bothwell 
his patron, obtained terms of great advantage to 

* Keith, 447. 450. 463. 
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himfelf. The governor of Dunbar, who dif- 
covered greater fidelity, was foon forced to capi- 
tulate : fome other fmall forts furrendered with- 
out refiftance. 

This face of tranquillity in the nation encou- 
raged the regent to call a meeting of parliament 
[Dec. 15]. Nothing was wanting to confirm 
the king’s authority, and the proceedings of the 
confederates, except the approbation of this 
fupreme court; and after the fuccefs which had 
attended all their meafures, there could be little 
doubt of obtaining it. The numbers that re- 
forted to an affembly which was called to deli- 
berate on matters of fo much importance, were 
great. The meeting was opened with the ut- 
moft folemnity, and all its a6ts pafled with much 
unanimity. Many, however, of the lords who 
had difcovered the warmeft attachment to the 
queen, were prefent. But they had made their 
peace with the regent. Argyll, Huntly, and 
Herries, acknowledged, openly in parliament, 
that their behaviour towards the king had been 
undutiful and criminal Y. Their compliance, in 
this manner, with the meafures of the regent’s 
party, was either the condition on which they 
were admitted into favour, or intended as a proof 
of the fincerity of their reconcilement. 

The parliament granted every thing the con- 
federates could demand, either for the fafety of 
their own perfons, or the fecurity of that form 
of government which they had eftabliflied in the 
kingdom. Mary’s refignation of the crown was 
accepted, and declared to be valid. The king’s 

y Anderf. vol. iv. 153. See Appendix, No. XXIV. 
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authority, and Murray’s eleftion, were recognifed 
and confirmed. The imprifoning the queen, and 
all the other proceedings of the confederates, 
were pronounced lawful. The letters which Mary 
had written to Bothwell were produced, and fhe 
was declared to be acceffory to the murder of 
the kingz. At the fame time, all the aids of 
parliament of the year one thoufand five hundred 
and fixty, in favour of the proteftant religion, 
were publicly ratified ; new flatutes to the fame 
purpofe were enafted ; and nothing that could 
contribute to root out the remains of popery, 
or to encourage the growth of the reformation, 
was neglected. 

It is obfervable, however, that the fame par- 
fimonious fpirit prevailed in this parliament, as 
in that of the year one thoufand five hundred 
and fixty. The proteftant clergy, notwith- 
ftanding many difcouragements, and their ex- 
treme poverty, had, for feven years, performed 
all religious offices in the kingdom. The ex- 
pedients fallen upon for their fubfiftence had 
hitherto proved ineffectual, or were intended to 
be fo. But notwithftanding their known indi- 
gence, and the warm remonftrances of the af- 
fembly of the church, which met this year, the 
parliament did nothing more for their relief, 
than prefcribe fome new regulations concerning 
the payment of the thirds of benefices, which 
did not produce any confiderable change in the 
fituation of the clergy. 

1568.] A few days after the diflblution of 
parliament [Jan. 3], four of Bothwell’s depend- 

z Good. vol. ii. 66. Anderf. vol. ii. zo6. 
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ents were conviSed of being guilty of the king’s 
murder, and fuffered death as traitors. Their 
confefiions brought to light many circumftances 
relative to the manner of committing that bar- 
barous crime ; but they were perfons of low rank, 
and feem not to have been admitted into the 
fecrets of the confpiracy a. 

Notwithilanding the univerfal fubmifiion to 
the regent’s authority, there ftill abounded in 
the kingdom many fecret murmurs and cabals. 
The partifans of the houfe of Hamilton reckoned 
Murray’s promotion an injury to the duke of 
Chatelherault, who, as firlt prince of the blood, 
had, in their opinion, an undoubted right to be 
regent. The length and rigour of Mary’s fuf- 
ferings began to move many to commiferate her 
cafe. All who leaned to the ancient opinions in 
religion dreaded the effefts of Murray’s zeal. 
And he, though his abilities were great, did not 
poffefs the talents requifite for foothing the rage 
or removing the jealoufies of the ditferent fadtions. 
By infinuation, or addrefs, he might have gained 
or foftened many who had oppofed him ; but he 
was a ftranger to thefe gentle arts. His virtues 
were fevere ; and his deportment towards his 
equals, efpecially after his elevation to the re- 
gency, dillant and haughty. This behaviour 
offended fome of the nobles, and alarmed others. 
The queen’s faction which had been fo eafily 
difperfed, began again to gather and to unite, 
and was fecretly favoured by fome who had 
hitherto zealoully concurred with the con- 
federates l>. 

* Anderf. vol. ii. i6j. l> Mslv. 179. 
Such 
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Such was the favourable difpofition of the 

nation towards the queen, when fhe recovered 
her liberty, in a manner no lefs furprifing to her 
friends, than unexpedled by her enemies. Se- 
veral attempts had been made to procure her 
an opportunity of efcaping, which fome unfore- 
feen accident, or the vigilance of her keepers, 
had hitherto difappointed. At lalt, Mary em- 
ployed all her art to gain George Douglas her 
keeper’s brother, a youth of eighteen. As her 
manners were naturally affable and infinuating, 
fhe treated him with the moft flattering diftinc- 
tion ; fhe even allowed him to entertain the moll 
ambitious hopes, by letting fall fome expreffions, 
as if flie would choofe him for her hufband ^ 
At his age, and in fuch circumftances, it was im- 
pofiible to reliil fuch a temptation. He yielded, 
and drew others into the plot. On Sunday the 
fecond of May, while his brother fat at fupper, 
and the reft of the family were retired to their 
devotions, one of his accomplices found means 
to fteal the keys out of his brother’s chamber, 
and opening the gates to the queen and one of 
her maids, locked them behind her, and then 
threw the keys into the lake. Mary ran with 
precipitation to the boat which was prepared for 
her, and on reaching the fliore, was received with 
the utmoft joy, by Douglas, lord Seaton, and fir 
James Hamilton, who, with a few attendants, 
waited for her. She inftantly mounted on horfe- 
back, and rode full fpeed towards Niddrie, lord 
Seaton’s feat in Weft-Lothian. She arrived there 
that night, without being purfued or interrupted. 

Keith, 469, 481. Note. 
After 
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After halting three hours, fhe fet out for Hamil- 
ton ; and travelling at the fame pace, {he reached 
it next morning. 

On the firft news of Mary’s efcape, her friends, 
whom, in their prefent difpofition, a much fmaller 
accident would have roufed, ran to arms. In a 
few days, her court was filled with a great and 
fplendid train of nobles, accompanied by fuch 
numbers of followers, as formed an army above 
fix thoufand ftrong. In their prefence {he de- 
clared that the refignation of the crown, and the 
other deeds which file had figned during her im- 
prifonment, were extorted from her by fear. Sir 
Robert Melvil confirmed her declaration; and 
on that, as well as on other accounts, a council 
of the nobles and,chief men of her party pro- 
nounced all thefe tranfactions void and illegal. 
[May 8]. At the fame time, an aflbciation was 
formed for the defence of her perfon and autho- 
rity, and fubfcribed by nine earls, nine bilhops, 
eighteen lords, and many gentlemen of diftinc- 
tion d. Among them we find feveral who had 
been prefent in the laft parliament, and who had 
figned the counter-aflbciation in defence of the 
king’s government; but fuch hidden changes 
were then fo common, as to be no matter of re- 
proach. 

At the time when the queen made her efcape, 
the regent was at Glafgow, holding a court of 
juftice. An event fo contrary to their expecta- 
tions, and fo fatal to their fchemes, gave a great 
fiiock to his adherents. Many of them appeared 
wavering and irrefolute; others began to carry 

<1 Keith, 475. 
3 on 
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on private negotiations with the queen ; and 
fome openly revolted to her hde. In fo difficult 
a juncture, where his own fame, and the being 
of the party depended on his choice, the regent’s 
moil faithful aifociates were divided in opinion. 
Some advifed him to retire without lofs of time, 
to .Stirling. The queen’s army was already ftrong, 
and only eight miles diftant; the adjacent country 
was full of the friends and dependents of the 
houfe of Hamilton, and other lords of the 
queen’s faftion ; Glafgow was a large and un- 
fortified town ; his own train confiited of no 
greater number than was ufual in times of 
peace; all thefe reafons pleaded for a retreat. 
But on the other hand, arguments were urged 
of no inconfiderable weight. The citizens of 
Glafgow were well affedfed to the caufe ; the 
vaffals of Glencairn, Lennox, and Semple, lay 
near at hand, and were both numerous and full 
of zeal; fuccours might arrive from other parts 
of the kingdom in a few days ; in war, fuccefs 
depends upon reputation as much as upon num- 
bers ; reputation is gained or loft by the firll 
ftep one takes ; on all thefe confiderations, a re- 
treat would be attended with the ignominy of a 
flight, and would at once difpirit his friends, and 
infpire his enemies with boldnefs. In fuch dan- 
gerous exigencies as this, the fuperiority of Mur- 
ray’s genius appeared, and enabled him both to 
chufe with wifdom and to aft with vigour. He 
declared againft retreating, and fixed his head- 

; quarters at Glafgow. And while he amufed the 
I queen for fome days, by pretending to hearken 

to fome overtures which fhe made for accom- 
dating their differences, he was employed, with 

1 vol. n. l tlte 
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the utmoft induftry, in drawing together his ad- 
herents from different parts of the kingdom. 
He was foon in a condition to take the field: 
and though far inferior to the enemy in number, 
he confided fo much in the valour of his troops 
and the experience of his officers, that he broke 
off the negotiation, and determined to hazard a 
battle c. 

At the fame time [May 13], the queen’s gene- 
rals had commanded her army to move. Their 
intention was, to conduct her to Dunbarton- 
caifle, a place of great Ifrength, which the re- 
gent had not been able to wrefl out of the 
hands of lord Fleming the governor ; but if the 
enemy fhould endeavour to interrupt their march, 
they refolved not to decline an engagement. In 
Mary’s fituation, no refolution could be more 
imprudent. A part only of her forces was af- 
fembled. Huntly, Ogilvie, and the northern clans 
were foon expected ; her fufferings had removed 
or diminifhed the prejudices of many among her 
fubjeCts ; the addrefs with which (he furmounted 
the dangers that obllructed her elcape, dazzled 
and interefted the people ; the fudden confluence 
of fo many nobles added luflre to her caufe ; fhe 
might affuredly depend on the friendlhip and 
countenance of France; fhe had reafon to ex- 
peCt the protection of England; her enemies 
could not poffibly look for fupport from that 
quarter. She had much to hope from purfuing 
flow and cautious meafures; they had every thing, 
to fear. 

But Mary, whofe hopes were naturally fan- 
guine, and her paffions impetuous, was fo elevat- 

e Buchan. 369. 
ed 
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ed by her fudden tranfition from the depth of 
diftrefs, to fuch an unufual appearance of profpe- 
rity, that Hie never doubted of fuccefs. Her 
army, which was almoft double to the enemy in 
number, confided chiefly of the Hamiltons 
and their dependents. Of thefe the archbifliop 
of St. Andrew’s had the chief direction, and 
hoped, by a vi£tory, not only to crufh Murray, 
the ancient enemy of his houfe, but to get the 
perfon of the queen into his hands, and to oblige 
her either to marry one of the duke’s fons, or at 
lead to commit the chief dire6tion of her affairs 
to himfelf. His ambition proved fatal to the 
queen, to himfelf, and to his family f. 

Mary’s imprudence, in refolving to fight, was 
not greater than the ill conduit of her generals in 
the battle. Between the two armies, and on the 
road towards Dunbarton, there was an eminence 
called Langfide Hill. This the regent had the 
precaution to feize, and poded his troops in a 
fmall village, and among fome gardens and in. 
clofures adjacent. In this advantageous fitua- 
tion he waited the approach of the enemy, whofe 
fuperiority in cavalry could be of no benefit to 
them on fuch broken ground. The Hamiltons, 
who compofed the vanguard, ran fo eagerly to 
the attack, that they put themfelves out of 
breath, and left the main battle far behind. 
The encounter of the fpearmen was fierce and 
ddperate; but as the forces of the Hamiltons 
were expofed, on the one flank, to a continued 
fire from a body of mufqueteers, attacked on the 

f Anderf. vol. iv. 32. Melv. 181. 
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other by the regent’s moft choice troops, and 
not fupported by the reft of the queen’s army, 
they were foon obliged to give ground, and the 
rout immediately became univerlal. Few vifto- 
ries, in a civil war, and among a fierce people, 
have been purfued with lefs violence, or attended 
with lefs bloodlhed. Three hundred fell in the 
field: in the flight almoft none were killed. 
The regent and his principal officers rode about, 
befeeching the foldiers to fpare their countrymen. 
The number of prifoners was great, and among 
them many perfons of diftinftion. The regent 
marched back to Glafgow, and returned public 
thanks to God for this great, and, on his fide, 
almoft bloodlefs viclory S, 

During the engagement, Mary ftood on a hill 
at no great diftance, and beheld all that pafled in 
the field, with fuch emotions of mind as are not 
eafily defcribed. When (he faw the army, which 
was her laft hope, thrown into irretrievable con- 
fufion, her fpirit, which all her paft misfortunes 
had not been able entirely to fubdue, funk alto- 
gether. In the utmoft confternation, ihe began 
her flight, and fo lively were her impreflions of 
fear, that fhe never clofed her eyes till Ihe reached 
the abbey of Dundrenan in Galloway, full iixty 
Scottifh miles from the place of battle h. 

Thefe revolutions in Mary’s fortune had been 
no lefs rapid than Angular. In the fhort fpace 
of eleven days, fhe had been a prifoner at the 
mercy of her moft inveterate enemies ; Ihe had 
feen a powerful army under her command, and 
a numerous train of nobles at her devotion : and 

£ Keith, 477, I* Id. 4S1. 
now 
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now (lie was obliged to fly, in the utmoft danger 
of her life, and to lurk, with a few attendants, 
in a corner of her kingdom. Not thinking her- 
felf fafe even in that retreat, her fears impelled 
her to an aftion, the moft unadvifed, as well 
as the mofl unfortunate in her whole life. This 
was her retiring into England, a ftep which, on 
many accounts, ought to have appeared to her 
rafli and dangerous. 

Before Mary’s arrival in Scotland, mutual 
diftruft and jealoufies had arifen between her and 
Elizabeth. All their fubfequent tranfadtions 
had contributed to exafperate and inflame thefe 
paffions. She had endeavoured, by fecret nego- 
tiations and intrigues, to difturb the tranquillity 
of Elizabeth’s government, and to advance her 
own pretenfions to the Englifli crown. Elizabeth, 
who poffelfed great power, and acted with lefs 
referve, had openly fupported Mary’s rebellious 
fubjefts, and fomented all the diflenlions and 
troubles in which her reign had been involved. 
The maxims of policy ftill authorifed that queen to 
purfue the fame courfe; as by keeping Scotland in 
confufion, {he effectually fecured the peace of her 
own kingdom. The regent, after his vidtory, 
had marched to Edinburgh, and not knowing 
what courfe the queen had taken, it was feveral 
days before he thought of purfuing her'. She 
might have been concealed in that retired corner, 
among fubjedts devoted to her intereft,until 
her party, which was difperfed rather than 
broken by the late defeat, fhould gather fuch 
ftrength that Ihe could again appear with fafety 

"> Crawf. Mem. 59. 
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at their head. There was not any danger which 
fire ought not to have run, rather than throw 
herfelf into the hands of an enemy, from whom 
fire had already fuffered fo many injuries, and 
who was prompted, both by inclination and by 
intereft, to renew them. 

But, on the other hand, during Mary’s con- 
finement, Elizabeth had declared again!!: the pro- 
ceedings of her fubjedls, and folicited for her 
liberty, with a warmth which had all the appear- 
ance of fincerity. She had invited her to take 
refuge in England, and had promifed to meet 
her in perfon, and to give her fuch a reception 
as was due to a queen, a kinfwoman, and an 
allyk. Whatever apprehenfion Elizabeth might 
entertain of Mary’s defigns while fhe had power 
in her hands, (he Was, at prefent, the object, 
not of fear but of pity ; and to take advantage 
of her fituation, would be both ungenerous and 
inhuman. The horrors of a prifon were frefh 
in Mary’s memory; and if fhe fhould fall a fe- 
cond time into the hands of her fubjefts, there 
was no injury to which the prefumption of fuc- 
cefs might not embolden them to proceed. To 
attempt efcaping into France, was dangerous; 
and, in her fituation, almoft impoffible; nor 
could fhe bear the thoughts of appearing as an 
exile and a fugitive in that kingdom where fhe 
had once enjoyed all the fplendour of a queen. 
England remained her only afylum ; and, in fpite 
of the entreaties of lord Merries, Fleming, and 
her other attendants, who conjured her, even on 
their knees, not to confide in Elizabeth’s pro- 

k Cajnd, 489. Anderf, vqI. iv. 99. tzo. Murdin, 369. 
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mifes or generofity, her infatuation was invincible, 
and fhe refolved to fly thither. Herries, by her 
command, wrote to Lowther the deputy-governor 
of Carlifle, to know what reception he would 
give her; and, before his anfwer could return, 
her fear and impatience were fo great, that Are 
got into a fiiher-boat [May 16], and, with about 
twenty attendants, landed at Wirkington in Cum- 
berland, and thence Ihe was conduced with 
many marks of refpedt to Carlifle h 

As foon as Mary arrived in England, fhe wrote 
a long letter to the queen, reprefenting, in the 
ftrongeft terms, the injuries which fhe had fuf- 
fered from her own fubjedts, and imploring that 
pity and affiflance which her prefent iituation de- 
manded ni. An event fo extraordinary, and the 
condudt which might be proper in confequence 
of it, drew the attention, and employed the 
thoughts, of Elizabeth and her council. If their 
deliberations had been influenced by confidera- 
tions of juflice or generofity alone, they would 
not have found them long or intricate. A 
queen, vanquished by her own fubjedls, and 
threatened by them with the lofs of her liberty, 
or of her life, had fled from their violence, and 
thrown herfelf into the arms of her nearefl neigh- 
bour and ally, from whom fhe had received re- 
peated affurances of friendfhip and protection. 
Thefe circum'ftances entitled her to refpedl and 
to compaffion, and required that fhe fhould either 
be reflored to her own kingdom, or at leaf! be 
left at full liberty to feek aid from any other 
quarter. But with Elizabeth and her counfel- 

lKekh,4?3. Andepf. vol. iv. a. ra Id, 29. 
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lors, the queftion was not, what was moil juft or 
generous, but what was moft beneficial to her- 
felf, and to the Englifh nation. Three different 
refolutions might have been taken, with regard 
to the queen of Scots. To re-inftate her in her 
throne, was one; to allow her to retire into 
France, was another; to detain her in England, 
was a third. Each of thefe drew confequences 
after it, of the utmoft importance, which were 
examined, as appears from papers ftill extant11, 
with that minute accuracy which Elizabeth’s 
minifters employed in all their confultations up- 
on affairs of moment. 

To reftore Mary to the full exercife of the 
royal authority in Scotland, they obferved, would 
render her more powerful than ever. The nobles 
who were' moft firmly attached to the Englilh in- 
tereft would quickly feel the utmoft weight of 
her refentment. As the gratitude of princes is 
feldom ftrong or lafting, regard to her own in- 
tereft might foon efface the memory of her obli- 
gations to Elizabeth, and prompt her to renew 
the alliance of the Scottifti nation with France, 
and revive her own pretenfions to the Englifti 
crown. Nor was it pollible to fetter and cir- 
cumfcribe the Scottifh queen, by any conditions 
that would prevent thefe dangers. Her party 
in Scotland was numerous and powerful. Her 
return, even without any fupport front England, 
would infpire her friends with new zeal and cou- 
rage ; a lingle viftory might give them the fupe- 
riority, which they had loft by a fingle defeat, 

n Anderf. vol. iv. 34. 99. 102. 
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and render Mary a more formidable rival than 
ever to Elizabeth. 

The dangers arifing from fuffering Mary to 
return into France, were no lefs obvious. The 
French king could not refufe his afiiftance to- 
wards reftoring his fifter and ally to her throne. 
Elizabeth would, once more, fee a foreign army 
in the ifland, overawing the Scots, and ready to 
enter her kingdom ; and if the commotions in 
France, on account of religion, were fettled, the 
princes of Lorrain might refume their ambitious 
projects, and the united forces of France and 
Scotland might invade England where it is 
weakeft and mo ft defencelefs. 

Nothing therefore remained but to detain her 
in England ; and to permit her either to live at 
liberty there, or to confine her in a prifon. 
The former was a dangerous experiment. Her 
court would become a place of refort to all the 
Roman catholics, to the difaffefted, and to the 
lovers of innovation. Though Elizabeth affect- 
ed to reprefent Mary’s pretenfions to the 
Engliih crown as ill-founded, (he was not ig- 
norant that they did not appear in that light to 
the nation, and that many thought them pre- 
ferable even to her own title. If the activity of 
her emiflaries had gained her fo many abettors, 
her own perfonal influence was much more to 
be dreaded ; her beauty, her addrefs, her fuffer- 
ings, by the admiration and pity which they 
would excite, could not fail of making many 
converts to her party °. 

° Anderf. vol. iv. 56. 60. 
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It was indeed to be apprehended, that the 
treating Mary as a prifoner would excite uni- 
verfal indignation againft Elizabeth, and that by 
this unexampled feverity towards a queen, who 
implored, and to whom fhe had promifed her 
proteftion, Ihe would forfeit the praife of jufticc 
and humanity, which was hitherto due to her 
adminiftration. But the Engliih monarchs were 
often fo felicitous to fecure their kingdom againlt 
the Scots, as to be little fcrupulous about the 
means which they employed for that purpofe. 
Henry IV. had feized the heir of the crown 
of Scotland, who was forced, by the violence 
of a ftorm, to take refuge in one of the ports 
of his kingdom; and in contempt of the rights 
of hofpitality, without regarding his tender 
age, or the tears and entreaties of his father, 
detained him a prifoner for many years. This 
action, though detelled by pofterity, Elizabeth 
refolved now to imitate. Her virtue was not 
more proof than that of Henry had been, againil 
the temptations of intereft; and the poffeffion 
of a prefent advantage was preferred to the 
profpedt of future fame. The fatisfaction which 
/he felt in mortifying a rival, whofe beauty 
and accomplilhments Ihe envied, had, perhaps, 
no lefs influence than political coniiderations, 
in bringing her to this refolntion. But, at the 
fame time, in order to fereen herfelf from the 
eenfure which this conduft merited, and to 
make her treatment of the Scottiih queen look 
like the effedt of neceffity rather than of choice, 
fhe determined to aflume the appearance of con- 
cern for her intereft, and of deep fympathy with 
her fufferings. 
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With this view, fhe inftantly difpatched lord 

Scrope [May 20], warden of the weft marches, 
and iiv Francis Knollys, her vice-chamberlain, to 
the queen of Scots, with letters full of expref- 
fions of kindnefs and condolence. But, at the 
fame time, they had private inftrudfions to watch 
all her motions, and to take care that (he ftiould 
not efcape into her own kingdom p. On their 
arrival, Mary demanded a perfonal interview 
with the queen, that ftie might lay before her 
the injuries which ftie had fuffered, and receive 
from her thofe friendly offices which ffie had 
been encouraged to expedf. They anfwered, 
that it was with reluctance admiffion into the 
prefence of their fovereign was at prefent denied 
her ; that while fhe lay under the imputation of 
a crime fo horrid as the murder of her hufband, 
their miftrefs, to whom he was fo nearly allied, 
could not, without bringing a ftain upon her 
own reputation, admit her into her prefence; 
but as foon as ffie had cleared herfelf from that 
afperlion, they promifed her a reception fuit- 
able to her dignity, and aid proportioned to her 
diftrefs <i. 

Nothing could be more artful than this pre-« 
tence; and it was the occafion of leading the 
queen of Scots into the fnare in which Eliza-* 
heth and her minifters wiffied to entangle her. 
Mary expreffed the utmoft furprife at this un- 
expected manner of evading her requeft ; but 
as ffie could not believe fo many profeffions of 
friendffiip to be void of fincerity, ffie frankly 
offered to fubmit her caufe to the cognizance of 

p Anderf. vol. iv. 36, 70, 92. ■) Itid. vol. iv. 8. 55. 
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Elizabeth, and undertook to produce fuch proofs 
of her own innocence, and of the falfehood of 
the accufations brought againft her, as Ihould 
fully remove the fcruples, and fatisfy the deli.» 
cacy of the Englifh queen. This was the very 
point to which Elizabeth laboured to bring the 
matter. In confequence of this appeal of the Scot- 
tifh queen, fhe now confidered herfelf as the 
umpire between her and her fubjefts, and fore- 
faw that ihe would have it entirely in her own 
power to protraft the inquiry to any length, 
and to perplex and involve it in endlefs difficul- 
ties. In the mean time, fhe was furnifhed with 
a plaufible reafon for keeping her at a diflance 
from court, and for refuiing to contribute to- 
wards replacing her on the throne. As Mary’s 
condudl had been extremely incautious, and the 
prefumptions of her guilt were many and ftrong, 
it was not impoffible her fubjefts might make 
good their charge again!! her ; and if this fhould 
be the refult of the inquiry, !he would, thence- 
forth, ceafe to be the objeft of regard or of. 
compaffion, and the treating her with coldneis ‘ 
and neglect would merit little cenfure. In a 
matter fo dark and mylterious, there was no 
probability that Mary could bring proofs of her 
innocence, fo incontefted, as to render the con- 
duCt of the Englifh queen altogether culpable ; 
and, perhaps, impatience under rellraint, fufpi- 
cion of Elizabeth’s partiality, or the difcovery 
of her artifices, might engage Mary in fuch ca- 
bals, as would juftify the ufing her with greater 
rigour. 

Elizabeth early perceived many advantages 
which would arife from an inquiry into the con- 

due! 
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duct of the Scottifh queen, carried on under 
her direction. There was fome danger, however, 
that Mary might difcover her fecret intentions 
too foon, and by receding from the offer which 
(he had made, endeavour to difappoint them. 
But even in that event, fhe determined not to 
drop the inquiry, and had thought of feveral 
different expedients for carrying it on. The 
countefs of Lennox, convinced that Mary was 
acceffary to the murder of her fon, and thirfting 
for that vengeance which it was natural for a 
mother to demand, had implored Elizabeth’s 
juftice, and folicited her, with many tears, in 
her own name, and in her hufband’s, to 
bring the Scottifh queen to a trial for that 
crimer. The parents of the unhappy prince 
had a juft right to prefer this accuiation ; nor 
could ihe, who was their nearefl kinfwoman, be 
condemned for liftening to fo equitable a demand. 
Befides, as the Scottifh nobles openly accufed 
Mary of the fame crime, and pretended to be 
able to confirm their charge by fufficient proof, 
it would be no difficult matter to prevail on them 
to petition the queen of England to take cog- 
nizance of their proceedings againft their fove- 
reign ; and it was the opinion of the Englilh 
council, that it would be reafonable to comply 
with the requefts. At the fame time, the ob- 
folcte claim of the fuperiority of England over 
Scotland began to be talked of; and on that 
account, it was pretended that the decifion of 
the conteft between Mary and her fubjefts be- 
longed of right to Elizabeth'. But though 

r Camd. 412. Haynes, 469, 
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Elizabeth revolved all thefe expedients in her 
mind, and kept them in referve to be made life 
of as occafion might require, (he wifhed that the 
inquiry into Mary’s conduit Ihould appear to 
be undertaken purely in compliance with her 
own demand, and in order to vindicate her in- 
nocence j and fo long as that appearance could 
be preferred, none of the other expedients were 
to be employed. 

When Mary confented to fubmit her caufe 
to Elizabeth, (he was far from fufpeiting that 
any bad confequences could follow, or that any 
dangerous pretenfions could be founded on her 
offer. She expected that Elizabeth herfelf would 
receive and examine her defencesu; fhe meant 
to coniider her as an equal, for whofe fatisfac- 
tion file was willing to explain any part of her 
conduit that was liable to cenfure, not to ac- 
knowledge her as a fuperior, before whom fhe 
ivas bound to plead her caufe. But Elizabeth 
put a very different fenfe on Mary’s offer. She 
confidered herfelf as chofen to be judge in the 
controverfy between the Scottifh queen and her 
fubjeits, and began to ait in that capacity. She 
propofed to appoint commiflioners to hear the 
pleadings of both parties, and wrote to the re- 
gent of Scotland to impower proper perfons to 
appear before them, in his name, and to produce 
what he could allege in vindication of his pro« 
ceedings againft his fovereign. 

Mary had, hitherto, relied with unaccount* 
able credulity on Elizabeth’s profeffions of re- 
gard, and expeited that fo many kind fpeeches 

» Anderf. vol. iv. jo. 
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would, at laft, be accompanied with fome fuit- 
able aftions, But this propofal entirely unde- 
ceived her. She plainly perceived the artifice of 
Elizabeth’s conduft, and faw what a diminution 
it would be to her own honour, to appear on a 
level with her rebellious fubjefts, and to ftand 
together with them at the bar of a fuperior and 
a judge. She retraced the offer which fhe had 
made, and which had been perverted to a pur- 
pofe fo contrary to her intention. She demand- 
ed, with more earneftnefs than ever, to be 
admitted into Elizabeth’s prefence ; and wrote 
to her [June 13] in a drain very different from 
what fhe had formerly ufed, and which fully 
difcovers the grief and indignation that preyed 
on her heart. “ In my prefent fituation,” fays 
ihe, “ I neither will nor can reply to the accufa- 
tions of my fubjedls. I am ready, of my own 
accord, and out of friendfhip to you, to fatisfy 
your fcruples, and to vindicate my own con- 
dudl. My fubjefts are not my equals ; nor will 
I, by fubmitting my caufe to a judicial trial, ac- 
knowledge them to be fo. I fled into your 
arms, as into thofe of my neareff relation and 
mod perfedl friend. I did you honour, as I 
imagined, in choodng you, preferably to any 
other prince, to be the redorer of an injured 
queen. Was it ever known that a prince was 
blamed for hearing, in perfon, the complaints of 
thofe who appealed to his judice, againd the 
falfe accufations of their enemies ? You admitted 
into your prefence [April 24] my badard bro- 
ther, who had been guilty of rebellion ; and you 
deny me that honour ! God forbid that I fhould 
be the occafion of bringing any dain upon your re- 
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putation ! I expected that your manner of treat- 
ing me would have added lultre to it. Suffer 
me either to implore the aid of other princes, 
whofe delicacy on this head will be lefs, and 
their refentment of my wrongs greater ; or let 
me receive from your hands that affillance 
which it becomes you, more than any other 
prince, to grant; and by that benefit bind 
me to yourfelf in the indiffoluble ties of grati- 
tude x.” 

This letter fomewhat difconcerted Elizabeth’s 
plan, but did not divert her from the profecution 
of it. She laid the matter before the privy coun- 
cil [June 20J, and it was there determined, not- 
withllanding the entreaties and remonftrances of 
the Scottifh queen, to go on with the inquiry into 
her conduct, and until that were finifhed, it 
was agreed that Elizabeth could not, confiftent- 
ly with her own honour, or with the fafety of 
her government, either give her the alfiftance 
which fire demanded, or permit her to retire 
■out of the kingdom. Left fhe ftiould have an 
opportunity of efcaping, while fhe refided fo 
near Scotland, it was thought adviiable to re- 
move her to fome place at a greater diftance 
from the borders ?. 

While the Engliih court was occupied in thefe 
deliberations, the regent did not negleft to im- 
prove the victory at Langfide. That event was 
of the utmoft importance to him. It not only 
drove the queen herfelf out of the kingdom, but 
left her adherents difperfed, and without a leader, 
at his mercy. He feemed refolved, at firft, to 

x Anderf. vol. iv. part i. 94. Y Id. ibid. icz. 
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proceed againft them with the utmoft rigour. 
Six perfons of fume diitindlion, who had been 
taken prifoners in the battle, were tried and con- 
demned to death, as rebels againlt the king’s 
government. They were led to the place of 
execution, but by the powerful interceflion of 
Knox they obtained a pardon. Hamilton of 
Bothwellhaugh was one of the number, who 
lived to give both the regent and Knox reafon 
to repent of this commendable aft of lenity*. 

Soon after, the regent marched with an army, 
eoniifting of four thoufand horfe and one thou- 
fand foot, towards the weft borders. The 
nobles in this part of the kingdom were all the 
queen’s adherents ; but as they had not force 
iuflicient to obftruft his progrefs, he muft either 
have obliged them to fubmit to the king, or 
would have laid wafte their lands with fire and 
fword. But Elizabeth, whofe intereft it was 
to keep Scotland in confufion, by preferving 
the balance between the two parties, and who 
was endeavouring to footh the Scottilh queen by 
gentle treatment, interpofed at her defire. After 
keeping the field two weeks, the regent, in com- 
pliance to the Englifh ambaffador, difmiffcd his 
forces; and an expedition, which might have 
proved fatal to his opponents, ended with a few 
afts of feverity a. 

The refolution of the Englifti privy council, 
with regard to Mary’s perfon, was foon carried 
into execution ; and, without regarding her re- 
monftrances or complaints, file was condufted to 
Bolton [July 13], a caftle of lord Scroop’s, on 

* Cald. vol. ii. 99. a Ibid. 
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the borders of Yorkfliireb. In this place, her 
eorrefpondence with her friends in Scotland be- 
came more difficult, and any profpeft of making 
her efcape was entirely cut off. She now felt 
herfelf to be completely in Elizabeth’s power, 
and though treated as yet with the refpeft due to 
a queen, her real condition was that of a pri- 
foner. Mary knew what it was to be deprived 
of liberty, and dreaded it as the word: of all 
evils. While the remembrance of her late im- 
prifonment was Hill lively, and the terror of a 
new one filled her mind [July 28], Elizabeth 
thought it a proper jundture to renew her former 
propofition, that ffie would fuffer the regent and 
his adherents to be called into England, and 
confent to their being heard in defence of their 
own condudl. She declared it to be far from 
her intention to claim any right of judging be- 
tween Mary and her fubjefts, or of degrading 
her fo far as to require that Hie fiiould anfwer 
to their accufations. On the contrary, Murray 
and his afibciates were fummoned to appear, in 
order to juftify their conduct in treating their 
fovereign i'o harfiily, and to vindicate themfelves 
from thofe crimes with which fire had charged 
them. On her part, Elizabeth promifed, what- 
ever ffiould be the ifiue of this inquiry, to em- 
ploy all her power and influence towards re- 
placing Mary on her throne, under a few limita- 
tions, by no means unreafonable. Mary, de- 
ceived by this feeming attention to her dignity 
as a queen ; foothed, on one hand, by a pro- 
jnife more flattering than any which fire had 

b Anderf, vol. iv. 14. See Appendix, No. XXV. 
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hitherto received from Elizabeth, and urged, on 
the other, by the feelings which were natural on 
being condufted into a more interior part of 
England, and kept there in more rigorous con- 
finement, complied at length with what Eliza- 
beth required, and promifed to fend commif- 
fioners to the conferences appointed to be held 
at Yorkc. 

In order to perfuade Elizabeth that fhe defired 
nothing fo much as to render the union between 
them as clofe as pofiible, fhe {hewed a difpofition 
to relax fomewhat in one point; with regard to 
which, during all her pall and fubfequent mif- 
fortunes, fhe was uniformly inflexible. She ex- 
preffed a great veneration for the liturgy of the 
church of England ; fhe was often prefent at 
religious worfliip, according to the rites of the 
reformed church ; made choice of a proteflant 
clergyman to be her chaplain ; heard him preach 
againfl the errors of popery with attention and 
feeming pleafure ; and difcovered all the fymp- 
toms of an approaching converfion d. Such was 
Mary’s known and bigotted attachment to the 
popifh religion, that it is impoffible to believe her 
lincere in this part of her conduft ; nor can any 
thing mark more ftrongly the wretchednefs of 
her condition, and the excefs of her fears,than that 
they betrayed her into difiimulation, in a matter 
concerning which her fentiments were, at all 
other times, fcrupuloufly delicate. 

At this time the regent called a parliament 
[Aug. 18], in order to proceed to the forfeiture 

c Andcrf. iv. parti, p. 11, 12, &c. 109, &c. Haynes, 
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of thofe who refufed to acknowledge the king’s 
authority. The queen’s adherents were alarmed, 
and Argyll and Huntly, whom Mary hadappointed 
her lieutenants, the one in the fouth, and the 
other in the north of Scotland, began to affemble 
forces to obftrudl: this meeting. Compaflion for 
the queen, and envy at thofe who governed in 
the king’s name, had added fo much ftrength to 
the party, that the regent would have found it 
difficult to withftand its efforts, But as Mary 
had fubmitted her caufe to Elizabeth, ffie could 
not refqfe, at her defire, to command her friends 
to lay down their arms, and to wait patiently 
until matters were brought to a decifion in 
England. By procuring this ceffation of arms, 
Elizabeth afforded as feafonable relief to the 
regent’s faftion, as ffie had formerly given to the 
queen’s e. 

The regent, however, would not confent, even 
at Elizabeth’s requeft, to put off the meeting of 
parliamentf. But we may afcribe to her influ- 
ence, as well as to the eloquence of Maitland, 
who laboured to prevent the one half of his 
countrymen from exterminating the other, any 
appearances of moderation which this parliament 
difcovered in its proceedings. The moft violent 
opponents of the king’s government were for- 
feited ; the reft, were allowed ftill to hope for 
favour s. 

No fooner did the queen of Scots fubmit her 
caufe to her rival, than Elizabeth required the 
regent to fend to York deputies properly in- 
ftrufted for vindicating his conduft, in prefence 

e Anderf. vol. iv. 125. 
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of her commiffioners. It was not without hefi- 
tation and anxiety that the regent confented to 
this meafure. His authority was already efta- 
blifhed in Scotland, and confirmed by parliament. 
To fuffer its validity now to be called in queftion, 
and fubje&ed to a foreign jurifdiclion, was ex- 
tremely mortifying. To accufe his fovereign 
before ftrangers, the ancient enemies of the Scot- 
tilh name, was an odious talk. To fail in this 
accufation was dangerous ; to fucceed in it was 
difgraceful. But the ftrength of the adverfe 
faftion daily increafed. He dreaded the inter- 
pofition of the French king in its behalf. In his 
fituation, and in a matter which Elizabeth had 
fo much at heart, her commands were neither to 
be difputed nor difobeyed h. 

The neceflity of repairing in perfon to York 
added to the ignominy of the ftep which he was 
obliged to take. All his affociates declined the 
office ; they were unwilling to expofe themfelves 
to the odium and danger with which it was eafy 
to forefee that the difcharge of it would be at- 
tended, unlefs he himfelf confented to lhare thefe 
in common with them. The earl of Morton, Both- 
well bilhop of Orkney, Pitcairn commendator 
of Dunfermling, and lord Lindfay, were joined 
with him in commiffion [Sept. 18]. Macgill of 
Rankeilor, and Balnaves of Hallhill, two eminent 
civilians, George Buchanan, Murray’s faithful 
adherent, a man whofe genius did honour to the 
age, Maitland, and feveral others, were appointed 
to attend them as affiftants. Maitland owed this 
dillinftion to the regent’s fear, rather than to his 

b Buch. 372. See Append. No. XXVIII. 
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affe£tk>n. He had warmly remonltrated againft 
this meafure. He wiihed his country to continue 
in friendihip with England, but not to become 
dependent on that nation. He was defirous of 
re-eitablifhing the queen in feme degree of power, 
not inconfittent with that which the king pof- 
feffed j and the regent could not, with fafetv, 
leave behind him a man, whofe views were 10 
contrary to his own, and who, by his fuperior 
abilities, had acquired an influence in the nation, 
equal to that which others derived from the an- 
tiquity and power of their families '. 

Mary impowered Lefly bifhop of Rofs, lord 
Livingfton, lord Boyd, lord Herries, Gavin Ha- 
milton commendator of Kilwinning, Sir John 
Gordon of Lochinvar, and Sir James Cockburn 
of Skirling, to appear in her name lc. 

Elizabeth nominated Thomas Howard duke 
of Norfolk, Thomas Radcliff earl of Suflex, and 
Sir Ralph Sadler, her commiflioners to hear both 
parties. 

The fourth of October was the day fixed for 
opening the conference. The great abilities of 
the deputies on both fides, the dignity of the 
judges before whom they were to appear, the 
high rank of the perfons whofe caufe was to be 
heard, and the importance of the points in dif- 
pute, rendered the whole tranfaftion no lefs il- 
luftrious than it was lingular. The fituation in 
which Elizabeth appeared on this occaiion, 
ftrikes us with an air of magnificence. Her 
rival, an independent queen, and the heir of an 
ancient race of monarchs, was a prifoner in her 

i Buch. 371. Anderf. vol. iv. 35. Meiy, 186. 188. 
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hands, and appeared, by her ambafladors, before 
her tribunal. The regent of Scotland, who re- 
prefented the majefty, and poffeffed the authority 
of a king, flood in perfon at her bar. And the 
fate of a kingdom, whofe power her anceftors had 
often dreaded, but could never fubdue, was now 
at her difpofal. 

The views, however, with which the feveral 
parties confented to this conference, and the ilfue 
to which they expected to bring it, were ex- 
tremely different. 

Mary’s chief object was the recovering of her 
former authority. This induced her to confent 
to a meafure againft which fhe had long ftrug- 
gled. Elizabeth’s promifes gave her ground for 
entertaining hopes of being reftored to her 
kingdom ; in order to which Ihe would have 
willingly made many conceflions to the king’s 
party ; and the influence of the Englilh queen, 
as well as her own impatience under her prefent 
fituation, might have led her to many more b 
The regent aimed at nothing but fecuring Eliza-* 
beth’s proteftion to his party, and feems not to 
have had the moft diftant thoughts of coming 
to any compofltion with Mary. Elizabeth’s 
views were more various, and her fchemes more 
intricate. She feemed to be full of concern for 
Mary’s honour, and folicitous that flie ffiould 
wipe off theafperfions which blemiihedher charac- 
ter. This (he pretended to be the intention of 
the conference ; amufing Mary, and eluding the 
felicitations of the French and Spanifli ambaf- 
fadors in her behalf, by repeated promifes of af- 

* Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 33. Good. vol. u. 3 57. 
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filling her, as foon as (he could venture to do io, 
without bringing difgrace upon heri'elf. But, 
under this veil of friendlhip and generofity, 
Elizabeth concealed fentiinents of a different 
nature. She expected that the regent would 
accufe Mary of being acceffary to the murder 
of her hulband. She encouraged him, as far as 
decency would permit, to take this delperate 
ftep m. And as this accufation might terminate 
in two different ways, (Tie had concerted meafures 
for her future conduft fuitable to each ot thefe. 
If the charge againff Mary (hould appear to be 
well founded, (he refolved to pronounce her un- 
worthy of wearing a crown, and to declare that 
(he would never burden her own confcience with 
the guilt of an action fo deteftable as the re- 
lloring her to her kingdom n. If it (hould happen, 
that what her accuiers alleged did not amount 
to a proof of guilt, but only of mal-adminiftra- 
tion, (lie determined to fet on foot a treaty for 
reftoring her, but on fuch conditions as would 
render her hereafter dependent not only upon 
England, but upon her own fubjeCts °. As every 
ftep in the progrefs of the conference, as well 
as the final refult of it, was in Elizabeth’s own 
power, (he would (Till be at liberty to choofe 
which of thefe courfes (lie Ihould hold ; or if 
there appeared to be any danger or inconveniency 
in purfumg either of them, (he might protraht 
the whole caufe by endlefs delays, and involve 
it in inextricable perplexity. 

The conference, however, was opened with 
much folemnity. But the very firft ftep difco- 

m Anderf. vol. iv. partii. 11. 45, Haynes, 487. 
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vered it to be Elizabeth’s intention to inflame, 
rather than to extinguifh, the difleniions and 
animofities among the Scots. No endeavours 
were ufed to reconcile the contending parties, or 
to mollify the fiercenefs of their hatred, by 
bringing the queen to offer pardon for what was 
paft, or her fubjefts to promife more dutiful 
obedience for the future. On the contrary, 
Mary’s commiflioners were permitted to prefer 
a complaint againft the regent and his party 
[Oft. 8], containing an enumeration of their trea- 
fonable aftions, of their feizing her perfon by force 
of arms, committing her to prifon, compelling 
her to refign the crown, and making ufe of her 
fon’s name to colour their ufurpation of the whole 
royal authority ; and of all thefe enormities they 
required fuch fpeedy and eflfeftual redrefs, as the 
injuries of one queen demanded from the juilice 
of another P. 

It was then expefted that the regent would 
have difclofed all the circumilances of that un- 
natural crime to which he pretended the queen 
had been acceffary, and would have produced 
evidence in fupport of his charge. But far from 
accufing Mary, the regent did not even anfwer 
the complaints brought againft himfelf. He dif- 
covered a reluftance at undertaking that office, 
and ftarted many doubts and fcruples, with re- 
gard to which he demanded to be refolved by 
Elizabeth herfelf“h His referve and hefttation 
were no lefs furprifing to the greater part of the 
Engliih commiffioners than to his own aflbciates. 
They knew that he could not vindicate his own 

P Anderf. vol. iv. partii. 52. <1 Haynes, 478. 
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conduct without charging the murder upon the 
queen, and he had not hitherto fhown any extra- 
ordinary delicacy on that head. An intrigue, 
however, had been fecretly carried on, fince his 
arrival at York, which explains this myftery. 

The duke of Norfolk was, at that time, the 
molt powerful and moll popular man in England. 
His wife was lately dead ; and he began already 
to form a project, which he afterwards more 
openly avowed, of mounting the throne of Scot- 
land, by a marriage with the queen of Scots. 
He faw the infamy which would be the confe- 
quence of a public accufation againft Mary, and 
how prejudicial it might be to her pretenlions to 
the Englifh fucceilion. In order to fave her from 
this cruel mortification, he applied to Maitland, 
and exprefied his ailoniihment at feeing a man of 
fo much reputation for wifdom, concurring with 
the regent in a meafure fo difhonourable to them- 
felves, to theirqueen, and to their country ; fub- 
mitting the public tranfadtions of the nation to 
the judgment of foreigners; and publifhing the 
ignominy and expofing the faults oi their fove- 
reign, which they were bound, in good policy, as 
well as in duty, to conceal and to cover. It was 
eafy for Maitland,whofe fentiments were the fame 
with the duke’s, to vindicate his own condudt. 
He allured him, that he had employed all his 
credit to difiuade his countrymen from this mea- 
fure ; and would ftill contribute, to the utmoft 
of his power, to divert them from it. This en- 
couraged Norfolk to communicate the matter to 
the regent. He repeated and enforced the fame 
arguments which he had ufed with Maitland. 
He warned him of the danger to which he mull 

expofe 
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expofe himfelf by fuch a violent adh’on as the 
public accufation of his fovereign. Mary would 
never forgive a man, who had endeavoured to 
fix fuch a brand of infamy on her charadler. If 
fhe ever recovered any degree of power, his de- 
ilruclion would be inevitable, and he would 
juftly merit it at her hands. Nor would Eliza- 
beth fcreen him from this, by a public appro- 
bation of his conduct. For whatever evidence 
of Mary’s guilt he might produce, Ihe was re- 
folved to give no definitive fentence in the caufe. 
Let him only demand that the matter fiiould be 
brought to a decifion immediately after hearing 
the proof, and he would be fully convinced how 
falfe and infidious her intentions were, and, by 
confequence, how improper it would be for him 
to appear as the accufer of his own fovereignr. 
The candour which Norfolk feemcd to difcover 
in thefe remonftrances, as well as the truth which 
they contained, made a deep imprefiion on the 
regent. He daily received the ftrongeft a dur- 
ances of Mary’s willingnefs to be reconciled to 
him, if he abftained from accufing her of fuch an 
odious crime, together with the denunciations 
of her irreconcilable hatred, if he acted a con- 
trary parts. All thefe coniiderations concurred 
in determining him to alter his purpofe, and to 
make trial of the expedient which the duke had 
fuggefted. 

He demanded, therefore £Oct. 9], to be in- 
formed, before he proceeded farther, whether the 
Englifh commiflioners were empowered to declare 

' Melv. 187. Haynes, 575. 
‘ Anderf. vol. iv. part it. 77. Good. vol. ii, 157. See 
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the queen guilty, by a judicial aft; whether 
they would promife to pafs fentence, without 
delay ; whether the queen fhould be kept under 
fuch reftxaint, as to prevent her from difturbing 
the government now eftabliflied in Scotland ; and 
whether Elizabeth, if the approved of the pro- 
ceedings of the king’s party, would engage to 
protedt it for the future h The paper containing 
thefe demands was figned by himfelf alone, with- 
out communicating it to any of his attendants, 
except Maitland and Melvilu. But left fo many 
precautions ftiould excite any fufpicion of their 
proceeding from feme confcioufnefs of defeft in 
the evidence which he had to produce againft 
his fovereign, Murray empowered Lethington, 
Mackgill, and Buchanan, to wait upon the duke 
of Norfolk, the earl of Suflex, and Sir Ralph 
Sadler, and to lay before them, not in their pub- 
lic characters as commiftioners, but as private 
perfons, Mary’s letters to Bothwell, her fonnets, 
and all the other papers upon which were founded 
the charge of her being acceffory to the murder 
of the king, and to declare that this confidential 
communication was made to them, with a view 
to learn whether the queen of England would 
confider this evidence as fufficient to eftablifh the 
truth of the accufation. Nothing could be more 
natural than the regent’s folicitude, to know on 
what footing he ftood. To have ventured on a 
ftep fo uncommon and dangerous, as the accufing 
his fovereign, without previoufly afeertaining 
that he might take it with fafety, would have been 
unpardonable imprudence. But Elizabeth, who 

* Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 55. State Trials, i. 91, &c. 
“ Anderf. vol. iv. paitii. 56. Milv. 190. 
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did not expeft that he would have moved anyfuch 
difficulty, had not empowered her commiffioners 
to give him that fatisfadtion which he demanded. 
It became neceffary to tranfmit the articles to 
herfelf, and by the light in which Norfolk placed 
them, it is eafy to fee that he wiffied that they 
Ihould make no flight impreffion on Elizabeth 
and her minifters. “ Think not the Scots,” faid 
he, “ over-fcrupulous or precife. Let us view 
“ their conduct as we would wifh our own to be 
“ viewed in a like fituation. The game they 
“ play is deep ; their eftates, their lives, their 
“ honour, are at flake. It is now in their own 
“ power to be reconciled to their queen, or to 
“ offend her irrecoverably ; and in a matter of fo 
“ much importance the utmoft degree of caution 
“ is not exceffive 

While the Engliih commiffioners waited for 
fuller inftructions with regard to the regent’s 
demands, he gave in an anfwer to the complaint 
which had been offered in name of the Scottifh 
queen. It was expreffed in terms perfedlly con- 
formable to the fyftem which he had at that 
time adopted. It continued no infmuation of 
the queen’s being acceflbry to the murder of her 
hufband ; the bitternefs of flyle peculiar to the 
age was confiderably abated; and though he 
pleaded, that the infamy of the marriage with 
Bothwell made it neceffary to take arms in order 
to diffolve it; though Mary’s attachment to a 
man fo odious juftifled the keeping her for fome 
time under reftraint; yet nothing more was faid 
on thefe fubjedts than was barely requiflte in his 

* Anderf. vol. iv. 77. 
N 3 own 
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own defence. The queen’s commiffioners did 
not fail to reply 1 [Oft. 17]. But while the 
article with regard to the murder remained un- 
touched, thefe were only Ikirmiihes at a dif- 
tance, of no confequence towards ending the 
conteft, and were little regarded by Elizabeth or 
her commiflioners. 

The conference had, hitherto, been condufted 
in a manner which difappointed Elizabeth’s 
views, and produced none of thofe difcoveries 
which fhe had expefted. The diftance between 
York and London, and the neceflity of confulting 
her upon every difficulty which occurred, con- 
fumed much time. Norfolk’s negotiation with 
the Scottilh regent, however fecretly carried on, 
was not, in all probability, unknown to a prin- 
cefs fo remarkable for her fagacity in penetrating 
the deligns of her enemies, and feeing through 
their deepeft fchemes z. Inllead, therefore, of 
returning any anfwer to the regent’s demands, 
Ihe refolved to remove the conference to Wdl- 
minfter, and to appoint new commiffioners, in 
whom flte could more abfolutely confide. Both 
the queen of Scots and the regent were brought, 
without difficulty, to approve of this refo- 
lution a. 

We often find Mary boafting of the fuperiority 
in argument obtained by her commiffioners during 
the conference at York, and how, by the ftrength 
of their reafons, they confounded her adverfaries, 
and filenced all their cavils l>. The difpute flood, 
at that time, on a footing which rendered her 

y Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 64. So. z Good. vol. ii. 
160. Anderf. vot. iii. 14. a Haynes, 484. Anderf. 
yol. iv. 94, <> Good. vol. i. 1S6. 284. 350. 
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vi&ovy not only apparent, but eafy. Her par- 
ticipation of the guilt of the king’s murder ■was 
the circumftance upon which her fubjedts mull 
have refted, as a juftification of their violent pro- 
ceedings againft her ; and while they indultrioufly 
avoided mentioning that, her caufe gained as 
much as that of her adverfaries loft by fupprelf- 
ing this capital argument. 

Elizabeth refolved that Mary fliould not en- 
joy the fame advantage in the conference to be 
held at Weftminfter. She deliberated with the 
utmoft anxiety, how ftie might overcome the 
regent’s fcruples, and perfuade him to accufe 
the queen. She confidered of the moft proper 
method for bringing Mary’s commiflloners to 
anfwer fuch an accufation ; and as Ihe forefaw 
that the promifes with which it was neceffary to 
allure the regent, and which it was impofiible to 
conceal from the Scottifh queen, would naturally 
exafperate her to a great degree, (he determined 
to guard her more narrowly than ever; and though 
lord Scroop had given her no reafon to diftruft 
his vigilance or fidelity, yet becaufe he was the 
duke of Norfolk’s brother-in-law, {he thought it 
proper to remove the queen as foon as poffible to 
Tuthbury in Staffordfhire, and commit her to the 
keeping of the earl of Shrewlbury, to whom that 
caftle belonged0. 

Mary began to fufpeft the defign of this fe- 
cond conference [Odt. 21]; and notwithftanding 
the fatisfadlion (he expreffed at feeing her caufe 
taken more immediately under the queen’s own 
eyed, {he framed her inftrudtions to her com- 

* Haynes, <{.37. d Anderf. yol. iv, part ii. 95. 
r miffioner-s 
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miflioners in fuch a manner, as to avoid being 
brought under the neceflity of anfwering the ac- 
cufation of her fubjeCts, if they (hould be fo 
defperate as to exhibit one againft here. Thefe 
fufpicions were foon confirmed by a circumftance 
extremely mortifying. The regent having arrived 
at London, in order to be prefent at the confer- 
ence, was immediately admitted into Elizabeth’s 
prefence, and received by her, not only with re- 
fpedl, but with affedtion. This Mary juftly con- 
lidered as an open declaration of that queen’s 
partiality towards her adverfaries. In the firil 
emotions of her refentment, Ihe wrote to her 
commilfioners [Nov. 22], and commanded them 
to complain, in the prefence of the Englifii no- 
bles, and before the ambalfadors of foreign 
princes, of the ufage fhe had hitherto met with, 
and the additional injuries which Ihe had reafon 
to apprehend. Her rebellious fubjefts were 
allowed accefs to the queen, Ihe was excluded 
from her prefence ; they enjoyed full liberty, Ihe 
languilhed under a long imprifonment; they 
were encouraged to accufe her, in defending her- 
felf flie laboured under every difadvantage. For 
thefe reafons Ihe once more renewed her demand, 
of being admitted into the queen’s prefence; 
and if that were denied, Ihe inflxu<Sed them to 
declare, that Ihe recalled the confent which Ihe 
had given to the conference at Weftminiler, and 
protelled, that whatever was done there, fhould 
be held to be null and invalid f. 

This, perhaps, was the moll; prudent refolu- 
tion Mary could have taken. The pretences on 

e Good. vol. ii. 340. f Ibid. vol. ii. 184. 
, which 
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which (he declined the conference were plaufible, 
and the juncture for offering them well chofen. 
But either the queen’s letter did not reach her 
commiffioners in due time, or they fuffered 
themfelves to be deceived by Elizabeth’s pro- 
fefiions of regard for their millrefs, and con- 
fented to the opening of the conference 

To the commiflioners who had appeared in 
her name at York [Nov. 25], Elizabeth now 
added Sir Nicholas Bacon, keeper of the great 
feal, the earls of Arundel and Leicefter, lord 
Clinton, and SirWilliamCecilh. The difficulties 
which obftrufted the proceedings at York were 
quickly removed. A fatisfying anfwer was given 
to the regent’s demands ; nor was he fo much 
difpofed to hefitate and raife objeftions, as for- 
merly. His negotiation with Norfolk had been 
difeovered to Morton by fome of Mary’s attend- 
ants, and he had communicated it to Cecil 
His perfonal fafety, as well as the continuance 
of his power, depended on Elizabeth. By fa- 
vouring Mary, fhe might at any time ruin him, 
and by a queftion which fhe artfully ftarted, con- 
cerning the perfon who had a right, by the law 
of Scotland, to govern the kingdom during a 
minority, fhe let him fee, that even without re- 
ftoring the queen, it was an eafy matter for her 
to deprive him of the fupreme direftion of 
affairsk. Thefe confiderations, which were 
powerfully feconded by moft of his attendants, 
at length determined the regent to produce his 
accufation againfl the queen. 

S Anderf. vol. iii. 25. h Id. vol. iv. partii. 99. 
* Mclv. 191.* k Haynes, 484. 
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He endeavoured to leffen the obloquy with 

which he was fenfible this action would be at- 
tended, by protelling, that it was with the utmoil 
reluctance he undertook this difagreeable talk ; 
that his party had long fufFered their conduft to 
be mifconilrued, and had borne the worft impu- 
tations in lilence, rather than expofe the crimes 
of their fovereign to the eyes of ftrangers ; but 
that now the infolence and importunity of the 
adverfe faCtion forced them to publilh, what they 
had hitherto, though with lofs to themfelves, en- 
deavoured to conceal *. Thefe pretexts are de- 
cent ; and the conliderations which he mentions 
had, during fome time, a real influence upon the 
conduCt of the party ; but fince the meeting of 
parliament held in December, they had difco- : 

vered fo little delicacy and referve with refpect 
to the queen’s actions, as renders it impoffible • 
to give credit to thofe Audied profeffions. The 
regent and his aflbciates were drawn, it is plain, 
partly by the neceffity of their affairs, and partly 
by Elizabeth’s artifices, into a lituation where 
no liberty of choice was left to them; and they 
were obliged either to acknowledge themfelves . 
to be guilty of rebellion, or to charge Mary 
with having been acceffory to the commiflion 
of murder. 

The accufation itfelf was conceived in the 
Arongeft terms. Mary was charged, not only 
with having confented to the murder, but with 
being acceffory to the contrivance and execution 
of it. Bothwell, it was pretended, had been 
fcreened from the purfuits of juAice by her fa- 

1 Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 115. 
vour; 
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vour ; and fhe had formed defigns no lefs danger- 
ous to the life of the young prince, than iub- 
verfive of the liberties and conftitution of the 
kingdom. If any of thefe crimes (hould be de- 
nied, an offer was made to produce the moft 
ample and undoubted evidence in confirmation 
of the charge m. 

At the next meeting of the commifiioners 
[Nov. 29], the earl of Lennox appeared before 
them ; and after bewailing the tragical and un- 
natural murder of his fon, he implored Eliza- 
beth’s juftice againft the queen of Scots, whom 
he accufed, upon oath, of being the author of 
that crime, and produced papers, which, as he 
pretended, would make good what he alleged. 
The entrance of a new adtor on the ftage, fo 
opportunely, and at a juncture fo critical, can 
fcarce be imputed to chance. This contrivance 
was manifettly Elizabeth’s, in order to increafe, 
by this additional accufation, the infamy of the 
Scottiih queen". 

Mary’s commifiioners expreffed the utmoft 
furprife and indignation at the regent’s pre- 
fumption, in loading the queen with calumnies, 
which, as they affirmed, file had fo little merit- 
ed [Dec. 4]. But, inftead of attempting to 
vindicate her honour, by a reply to the charge, 
they had recourfe to an article in their inftruc- 
tions, which they had formerly neglefted to men- 
tion in its proper place. They demanded an 
audience of Elizabeth ; and having renewed their 
miffrefs’s requeft, of a perfonal interview, they 
protefted, if that were denied her, again!! all the 

m Anderf. vol. iv. partii. 119. n Id. ibid. 122. 
future 



144 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. V. 
future proceedings of the commifiioners °. A 
proteftation of this nature, offered jufl at the 
critical time when fuch a bold accufation had 
been preferred againft Mary, and when the proofs 
in fupport of it were ready to be examined, gave 
reafon to fufpeft that fhe dreaded the event of 
that examination. This fufpicion received the 
ftrongeft confirmation from another circumftance; 
Rofs and Herries, before they were introduced 
to Elizabeth, in order to make this proteftation, 
privately acquainted Leicefter and Cecil, that 
as their miftrefs had, from the beginning, dif- 
covered an inclination towards bringing the dif- 
ferences between herfelf and her fubjecfs to an 
amicable accommodation, fo fhe was ftill defirous, 
notwithftanding the regent’s audacious accufa- 
tion, that they fliould be terminated in that 
manner P. 

Such moderation feems hardly to be compatible 
with the ftrong refentment which calumniated 
innocence naturally feels ; oi with that eagernefi} 
to vindicate itfelf which it always difcovers. In 
Mary’s fituation, an offer fo ill-timed muft be 
confidered as a confeffion of the weaknefs of her 
caufe. The known charafter of her commif- 
fioners exempts them from the imputation of 
folly, or the fufpicion of treachery. Some fecret 
conviction, that the conductof their miftrefs could 
not bear fo ft rift a fcrutiny as muft be made into 
it, if they fliould reply to the accufation pre- 
ferred by Murray againft herr feems to be the moft 
probable motive of this imprudent propofal, by 
which they endeavoured to avoid it. 

o Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 133. 158, &cs 
P Ibid. iv. 134. Cabbala, 157. 
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It appeared in this light toElizabeth,andafford- 

ed her a prentence for rejedling it [Dec. 4]. She 
reprefented to Mary’s commiffioners, that, in the 
prefent junfture, nothing could be fo dilhonour- 
able to their miftrefs as an accommodation ; and 
that the matter would feem to be huddled up in 
this manner, merely to fupprefs difcoveries, and 
to hide her lhame ; nor was it poflible that Mary 
could be admitted, with any decency, into her 
prefence, while fhe lay under the infamy of fuch 
a public accufation. 

Upon this repulfe, Mary’s commifiioners with- 
drew ; and as they had declined anfwering, there 
feemed now to be no further reafon for the re- 
gent’s producing the proofs in fupport of his 
charge. But without getting thefe into her 
hands, Elizabeth’s fchemes were incomplete; 
and her artifice for this purpofe was as mean, 
but as fuccefsful, as any fhe had hitherto em- 
ployed. She commanded her commiffioners to 
teftify her indignation and difpleafure at the re- 
gent’s prefumption, in forgetting fo far the duty 
of a fubject, as to accufe his fovereign of fuch 
atrocious crimes. He, in order to regain the 
good opinion of fuch a powerful proteftrefs, of- 
fered to ffiew that his accufations were not ma- 
licious, nor ill-grounded. Then were produced 
and fubmitted to the infpeftion of the Englifh 
commiffioners, the afts of the Scottiffi parliament 
in confirmation of the regent’s authority, and of 
the queen’s refignation ; the confeffions of the 
perfons executed for the king’s murder ; and the 
fatal calket which contained the letters, fon- 
nets, and contrails, that have been fo often 
mentioned. 

VOL. 11. o As 
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As foon as Elizabeth got thefe into her pof- 

feflion, {lie laid them before her privy council 
£Dec. 14], to which ihe joined, on this occafion, 
feveral noblemen of the greateft eminence in her 
kingdom ; in order that they might have an op- 
portunity of coniidering the mode in which an 
inquiry of fuch public importance had been 
hitherto conducted, as well as the amount of the 
evidence now brought againft a perfon who 
claimed a preferable right of fuccelhon to the 
Engliih crown. In this refpeftable affembly all 
the proceedings in the conferences at York and 
Weftminller were reviewed, and the evidence 
produced by the regent of Scotland againft his 
fovereign was examined with attention. In par- 
ticular, the letters and other papers faid to be 
written by the queen of Scots, were carefully 
compared “ for the manner of writing and or- 
“ thography,” with a variety of letters which 
Elizabeth had received at different times from 
the Scottifh queen ; and, as the refult of a 
nioft accurate collation, the members of the 
privy council, and noblemen conjoined with them, 
declared that no difference between thefe could 
be difcovered 'b Elizabeth, having eftabliihed a 
faff fo unfavourable to her rival, began to lay 
alide the expreflions of friendlhip and refpeCt 
which Ihe had hitherto ufed in all her letters to 
the Scottifh queen. She now wrote to her in fuch 
terms, as if the prefumptions of her guilt had 
amounted almoft to certainty; fhe blamed her 
for refufing to vindicate herfelf from an accufa- 
tion which could not be left unanfwered, with- 

<1 Anderfon, vol. iv. partii. 170, &c. 
out 
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out a manifeft injury to her character; and 
plainly intimated, that unlefs that were done, 
no change would be made in her prefent fitu- 
ation She hoped that fuch a difcovery of her 
fentiments would intimidate Mary, who was 
hardly recovered from the fhock of the regent’s 
attack on her reputation, and force her to con- 
firm her refignation of the crown, to ratify 
Murray’s authority as regent, and to confent that 
both herfelf and her fon fhould refide in England, 
under Englifh proteftion. This fcheme Eliza- 
beth had much at heart; fhe propofed it both 
to Mary and to her commiffioners, and neglected 
no argument, nor artifice, that could pofiibly 
recommend it. Mary faw how fatal this would 
prove to her reputation, to her pretenfions, and 
even to her perfonal fafety. She rejedted it 
without hefitation. “ Death,” faid fhe, “ is 
“ lefs dreadful than fuch an ignominious ftep. 
“ Rather than give away, with my own hands, 
“ the crown which defcended to me from my 
“ anceftors, I will part with life ; but the lalt 
“ words I utter, {hall be thofe of a queen of 
“ Scotland 

At the fame time fhe feems to have been fen- 
fible how open her reputation lay to cenfure, 
while fhe fuffered fuch a public accufation to 
remain unanfwered ; and though the conference 
was now diffolved, fhe empowered her commif- 
fioners to prefent a reply to the allegations of 
her enemies, in which fhe denied, in the ftrongefl 
terms, the crimes imputed to her; and recri- 

r Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 179. 183. Good. vol. ii. 160. 
* Haynes, 49;. See Append. No. XXX. Good, vol. ii. 
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minated upon the regent and his party, by ac- 
cufing them of having devifed and executed the 
murder of the king1 [Dec. 24]. The regent 
and his affociates afferted their innocence with 
great warmth. Mary continued to infift on a 
perfonal interview, a condition which fhe knew 
would never be granted u. Elizabeth urged her 
to vindicate her own honour. But it is evident 
from the delays, the evafions, and fubterfuges, to 
which both queens had recourfe by turns, that 
Mary avoided, and Elizabeth did not defire to 
make any further progrefs in the inquiry. 

1569.] The regent was now impatient to return 
into Scotland, where his adverfaries were endea- 
vouring, in his abfence, to raife fome commotions. 
Before he fet out, he was called into the privy 
council [Feb. 2], to receive a final declaration of 
Elizabeth’s fentiments. Cecil acquainted him, 
in her name, that on one hand nothing had 
been obje&ed to his conduft, which fhe could 
reckon detrimental to his honour, or inconfiftent 
with his duty ; nor had he, on the other hand, 
produced any thing againft his fovereign, on 
which fhe could found an unfavourable opinion 
of her actions ; and for this reafon, fhe refolved 
to leave all the affairs of Scotland precifely in 
the fame fituation in which fhe had found them 
at the beginning of the conference. The queen’s 
commifiioners were difmiffed much in the fame 
manner x. 

After the attention of both nations had been 
fixed fo earneftly on this conference upwards of 
four months, fuch a conclufion of the whole ap- 

1 Good. ii. 285. u Ibid. 283. Cabbala, 157, 
* Good. ii. 315. 333. 
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pears, at firft fight, trifling and ridiculous. 
Nothing, however, could be more favourable to 
Elizabeth’s future fchemes. Notwithftanding 
her feeming impartiality, fhe had no thoughts of 
continuing neuter ; nor was file at any lofs on 
whom to heftow her proteftion. Before the re- 
gent left London, file fupplied him with a con- 
fiderable fum of money, and engaged to fupport 
the king’s authority to the utmoft of her powerL 
Mary, by her own conduft, fortified this refolu- 
tion. Enraged at the repeated inftances of Eliza- 
beth’s artifice and deceit, which (lie had difco- 
vered during the progrefs of the conference, and 
defpairing of ever obtaining any fuccour from 
her, fhe endeavoured to roui'e her own adherents 
in Scotland to arms, by imputing fuch defigns 
to Elizabeth and Murray, as could not fail to 
infpire every Scotchman with indignation. Mur- 
ray, (he pretended, had agreed to convey the 
prince her fon into England; to furrender to 
Elizabeth the places of greateft flxength in the 
kingdom ; and to acknowledge the dependence 
of the Scottifh upon the Englifh nation. In re- 
turn for this, Murray was to be declared the 
lawful heir of the crown of Scotland ; and at 
the fame time the queftion with regard to the 
Englifn fuccefiion was to be decided in favour of 
the earl of Hartford, who had promifed to 
marry one of Cecil’s daughters. An account of 
thefe wild and chimerical projects was fpread 
iiduftrioufly among the Scots. Elizabeth, 
perceiving it was calculated of purpofe to bring 
her government into difreputation, laboured to 

Jf Good. 313. Carte, iij. 478. 
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deftroy its effects, by a counter-proclamation^ 
and became more difgufted than ever with the 
Scottifli queen z. 

The regent, on his return, found the kingdom 
in the utmoil tranquillity. But the rage of the 
queen’s adherents, which had been fufpended in 
expectation that the conference in England would 
terminate to her advantage, was now ready to 
break out with all the violence of civil war. 
They were encouraged too by the appearance 
of a leader, whofe high quality and pretenfions 
entitled him to great authority in the nation. 
This was the duke of Chatelherault, who had 
refided for fome years in France, and was now 
fent over by that court with a fmall fupply of 
money, in hopes that the prefence of the firft 
nobleman in the kingdom would ftrengthen the 
queen’s party. Elizabeth had detained him in 
England, for fome months, under various pre- 
tences, but was obliged at lalt to fuffer him to 
proceed on his journey. Before his departure 
Mary invefted him [Feb. 253 with the high 
dignity of her lieutenant general in Scotland, 
together with the fantaftic title of her adopted 
father. 

The regent did not give him time to form 
his party into any regular body. He alfembled 
an army with his ufual expedition, and marched 
to Glafgow. The followers of Argyll and 
Huntly, who compofed the chief part of the 
queen’s faftion, being feated in corners of the 
kingdom very diftant from each other, and 
many of the duke’s dependents having been 

* Haynes, 500. 503. See .Append. No. XXXI. 
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killed or taken in the battle of Langfide, the 
fpirit and ftrength of his adherents were totally- 
broken, and an accommodation with the regent 
was the only thing which could prevent the 
ruin of his eftate and vaffals. This was effe&ed 
without difficulty, and on no unreafonable 
terms. The duke promifed to acknowledge 
the authority both of the king and of the 
regent; and to claim no jurifdiction in confe- 
quence of the commiffion which he had received 
from the queen. The regent bound himfelf 
to repeal the aft which had paffed for attainting 
feveral of the queen’s adherents; to reftore all 
who would fubmit to the king’s government 
to the pofleffion of their ellates and honours; 
and to hold a convention, wherein all the dif- 
ferences between the two parties (hould be fet- 
tled by mutual confent. The duke gave hoftages 
for his faithful performance of the treaty : and, 
in token of their fincerity, he and lord Herries 
accompanied the regent to Stirling, and viiited 
the young king. The regent fet at liberty the 
prifoners taken at Langfide*. 

Argyll and Huntly refufed to be included in 
this treaty. A fecret negotiaton was carrying 
on in England, in favour of the captive queen, 
with fo much fuccefs, that her affairs began to 
wear a better afpeft, and her return into her 
own kingdom feemed to be an event not very 
diftant. The French king had lately obtained 
fuch advantages over the Hugonots, that the 
extinftion of that party appeared to be inevit- 
able, and France, by recovering domeftic tran- 

* Cabbala, 161, Crawf. Mem. 106. 
quillity, 
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quillity, would be no longer prevented from 
proteftlng her friends in Britain. Thefe circum- 
ftances not only influenced Argyll and Huntly, 
but made fo deep an impreflion on the duke, 
that he appeared to be wavering and irrefolute, 
and plainly difcovered that he wilhed to evade 
the accomplifhment of the treaty. The regent 
faw the danger of allowing the duke to fhakc 
himfelf loofe, in this manner, from his engage- 
ments ; and inftantly formed a refolution equally 
bold and politic. He commanded his guards 
to feize Chatelherault in his own houfe in 
Edinburgh, whither he had come in order to 
attend the convention agreed upon ; and regard- 
lefs either of his dignity as the firfl; nobleman in 
the kingdom, and next heir to the crown, or of 
the promifes of perfonal fecurity, on which he 
had relied, committed him and lord Herries pri- 
foners to the caitle of Edinburgh b, A blow fo 
fatal and unexpected difpirited the party. Argyll 
fubmitted to the king’s government, and made 
his peace with the regent on very eafy terms; 
and Huntly, being left alone, was at lait obliged 
to lay down his arms. 

Soon after [April 161, lord Boyd returned in- 
to Scotland, and brought letters to the regent, 
both from the Engliflr and Scottifh queens. A 
convention was held at Perth [July 21J, in order 
to confider them. Elizabeth’s letter contained 
three different propofals with regard to Mary; 
that fhe fhould either be reftored to the full 
pofl'efiion of her former authority; or be ad- 
mitted to reign jointly with the king her fon ; 

b Crawf. Mem. in. Melv. 201. 
or 
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or at leaft be allowed to refide in Scotland, in 
fome decent retirement, without any fhare in the 
adminiftration of government. Thefe overtures 
were extorted by the importunity of Fenelon the 
French ambaflador, and have fome appearance 
of being favourable to the captive queen. They 
were, however, perfectly fuitable to Elizabeth’s 
general fyftem with regard to Scottifh affairs. 
Among propofitions fo enequal and difproportion- 
ate, (he eaiily faw where the choice would fall. 
The two former were rejefted ; and long delays 
muff; neceflarily have inteivened, and many dif- 
ficulties have arifen, before every circumftance 
relative to the laft: could be finally adjuftedc. 

Mary, in her letter, demanded that her mar- 
riage with Bothwell ihould be reviewed by the 
proper judges, and if found invalid, Ihould be 
diffolved by a legal fentence of divorce. This 
fatal marriage was the principal fource of all the 
calamities ffie had endured for two years; a di- 
vorce was the only thing which could repair the 
injuries her reputation had fuffered by that ftep. 
It was her intereft to have propofed it early; 
and it is not eafy to account for her long filence 
with refpeft to this point. Her particular mo- 
tive for propofing it at this time began to be fo 
well known that the demand was rejefted by the 
convention of eftates d. They imputed it not fo 
much to any abhorrence of Bothwell, as to her 

e Spotfwood, 430. 
d Ibid. 431. In a privy council, held July 30, 1569, 

this demand was confidered ; and, of fifty-one members pre- 
fent, only feven voted to comply with the queen’s requeft. 
Records Priv. Comic. MS. in the Lyon Office, p. 148. 
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cagernefs to conclude a marriage with the duke 
of Norfolk. 

This marriage was the object of that fecret 
negotiation in England, which I have already 
mentioned. The fertile and projecting genius 
of Maitland firft conceived this fcheme. During 
the conference at York, he communicated it to 
the duke himfelf, aud to the bifhop of Rofs. 
The former readily clofed with a fcheme fo flat- 
tering to his ambition. The latter confldered it 
as a probable device for reftoring his miflrefs to 
liberty, and replacing her on her throne. Nor 
was Mary, with whom Norfolk held a corre- 
fpondence by means of his filler lady Scroop, 
averfe from a meafure, which would have rettored 
her to her kingdom with fo much fplendoure. 
The fudden removal of the conference from 
York to Weftminfter fufpended, but did not 
break off this intrigue. Maitland and Rofs were 
Hill the duke’s prompters, and his agents ; and 
many letters and love tokens were exchanged be- 
tween him and the queen of Scots. 

But as he could not hope, that under an ad- 
miniilration fo vigilant as Elizabeth’s, fuch an 
intrigue could be kept long concealed, he at- 
tempted to deceive her by the appearance of 
opeimefs and candour, an artifice which feldom 
fails of fuccefs. He mentioned to her the ru- 
mour which was fpread of his marriage with the 
Scottifh queen ; he complained of it as a ground- 
lefs calumny ; and difclaimed all thoughts of that 
kind, with many expreflions full of contempt 

^ Camd, 419. Haynes, 573, State Trials, i. 73. 
both 
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both for Mary’s character and dominions. Jea- 
lous as Elizabeth was of every thing relative to 
the queen of Scots, (he feems to have credited 
thefe profeflionsf. But, inftead of difcontinu- 
ing the negotiation, he renewed it with greater 
vigour, and admitted into it new aflbciates. 
Among thefe was the regent of Scotland. Ele 
had given great offence to Norfolk, by his pub- 
lic accufation of the queen, in breach of the con- 
cert into which he had entered at York. He 
was then ready to return into Scotland. The 
influence of the duke in the north of England 
was great. The earls of Northumberland and 
Weftmorland, the moft powerful noblemen in 
that part of the kingdom, threatened to revenge 
upon the regent the injuries which he had done 
his fovereign. Murray, in order to fecure a 
fafe return into Scotland, addrefled himfelf to 
Norfolk, and after fome apology for his paft 
conduct, he infinuated that the duke’s fcheme 
of marrying the queen his lifter was no lefs ac- 
ceptable to him than beneficial to both king- 
doms ; and that he would concur with the ut- 
moft ardour in promoting fo definable an events. 
Norfolk heard him with the credulity natural to 
thofe who are paflionately bent upon any defign. 
He wrote to the two earls to defift from any 
hoftile attempt againft Murray, and to that he 
owed his paflage through the norther counties 
without difturbance. 

Encouraged by his fuccefs in gaining the re- 
gent, he next attempted to draw the Englilh 

f Haynes, 574. State Trials, i. 79, So. 
i Anderf. iii. 34. s 
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uobles to approve his defign. The nation began 
to defpair of Elizabeth’s marrying. Her jea- 
loufy kept the queftion with regard to the right 
of fucceffion undecided. The memory of the 
civil wars, which had defolated England for 
more than a century, on account of the difputed 
titles of the houfes of York and Lancafter, was 
hill recent. Almofl: all the ancient nobility had 
perilhed, and the nation itfelf had been brought 
to the brink of deftruftion in that unhappy 
conteft. The Scottilh queen, though her right 
of fucceffion was generally held to be undoubted, 
might meet with formidable competitors. She 
might marry a foreign and a popifh prince, and 
bring both liberty and religion into danger. But, 
by marrying her to an Englifhman, a zealous 
protellant, the moll powerful and moll univer- 
fally beloved of all the nobility, an effectual re- 
medy feemed to be provided againft all thefe 
evils. The greater part of the peers, either 
direftly or tacitly, approved of it, as a falutary 
projeft. The earls of Arundel, Pembroke, 
Leicefter, and lord Lumley, fubfcribed a letter 
to the Scottilh queen, written with Leicefter’s 
hand, in which they warmly recommended the 
match, but infilled, by way of preliminary, on 
Mary’s promife that Ihe Ihould attempt nothing, 
in confequence of her pretenfions to the Englilh 
crown, prejudicial to Elizabeth, or to her pof- 
terity; that Ihe fhould confent to a league, of- 
fenfive and defenfive, between the two king- 
doms ; that Ihe fhould confirm the prefent ef- 
tablilhment of religion in Scotland ; and receive 
into favour fuch of her fubjedls as had appeared 
in arms againft her. Upon her agreeing to the 

marriage 
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marriage and ratifying thefe articles, they en- 
gaged that the Englilh nobles would not only 
concur in reftoring her immediately to her own 
throne, but in fecuring to her that of England 
in reveriion. Mary readily confented to all thefe 
propofals, except the fecond, with regard to 
which Ihe demanded fume time for confulting 
her ancient ally the French king h. 

The whole of this negotiation was induftri- 
oufly concealed from Elizabeth. Her jealoufy 
of the Scottifh queen was well known, nor 
could it be expected that fhe would willingly 
come into a meafure, which tended fo vifibly to 
fare the reputation, and to incrcafe the power 
of her rival. But, in a matter of fo much 
confequence to the nation, the taking a few 
fteps without her knowledge could hardly be 
reckoned criminal; and while every perfon con- 
cerned, even Mary and Norfolk themfelves, de- 
clared that nothing fliould be concluded without 
obtaining her confent, the duty and allegiance 
of fubjefts feemed to be fully preferved. The 
greater part of the nobles regarded the matter 
in this light. Thofe who condu&ed the intrigue, 
had farther and more dangerous views. They 
faw the advantages which Mary would obtain 
by this treaty, to be prefent and certain ; and 
the execution of the promifes which fhe came 
under, to be dillant and uncertain. They had 
early communicated their fcheme to the kings of 
France and Spain, and obtained their approba- 
tion *. A treaty concerning which they con- 
fulted foreign princes, while they concealed it 

h Anderfon, vol. iii. 51. Camd. 420. 
i Anderf. v»l. iii. 63. 
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from their own fovereign, could not be deemed 
innocent. They hoped, however, that the union 
of fuch a number of the chief perfons in the 
kingdom would render it neceffary for Elizabeth 
to comply ; they flattered themfelves that a com- 
bination fo ftrong would be altogether irrefifti- 
ble; and fuch was their confidence of fuccefs, 
that when a plan was concerted in the north of 
England for refcuing Mary out of the hands of 
her keepers, Norfolk, who was afraid that if Ihe 
recovered her liberty, her fentiments in his favour 
might change, ufed all his interell to difluade the 
confpirators from attempting it k. 

In this fituation did the affair remain, -when 
lord Boyd arrived from England ; and, befides 
the letters which he produced publicly, brought 
others in cyphers from Norfolk and Throkmorton 
to the regent, and to Maitland. Thefe were 
full of the moff fanguine hopes. All the nobles 
of England concurred, faid they, in favouring 
the delign. Every preliminary was adjufted; 
nor was it pofiible that a fcheme fo deep laid, 
condufted with fo much art, and fupported both 
by power and by numbers, could mifcarry, or be , 
defeated in the execution. Nothing now was 
wanting but the concluding ceremony. It de- 
pended on the regent to haiten that, by procur- 
ing a fentence of divorce, which would remove 
the only obftacle that flood in the way. This 
was expe&ed of him, in confequence of his 
promife to Norfolk ; and if he regarded either 
his intereft or his fame, or even his fafety, he 
would not fail to fulfil thefe engagements'. 

k Camd. 410. 1 Haynes, 510. Spotfw. 230. See 
Appendix, No. XXXII. 
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But the regent was now in very different cir- 

cumitances from thofe which had formerly in- 
duced him to affect an approbation of Norfolk’s 
fchemes. He faw that the downfal of his own 
power muff be the firll confequence of the duke’s 
fuccels ; and if the queen, who confidered him 
as the chief author of all her misfortunes, ihould 
recover her ancient authority, he could never 
expect favour, nor fcarce hope for impunity. 
No wonder he declined a Hep fo fatal to himfelf, 
and which would have eftablifhed the grandeur 
of another on the ruins of his own. This re- 
fufal occafioned a delay. But, as every other 
circumftance was fettled, the bilhop of Rofs, in 
the name of his miftrefs, and the duke, in per- 
fon, declared, in prefence of the French am- 
baffador, their mutual confent to the marriage, 
and a contradt to this purpofe was figned, and 
intrufted to the keeping of the ambaffador ra. 

The intrigue was now in fo many hands, that 
it could not long remain a fecret. It began to 
be whifpered at court; and Elizabeth calling 
the duke into her prefence [Aug. 13], ex- 
preffed the utmoft indignation at his conduct, 
and charged him to lay afide all thoughts of 
profecuting fuch a dangerous defign. Soon after 
Leiceiler, who perhaps had countenanced the 
projedf with no other intention, revealed all the 
circumltances of it to the queen. Pembroke, 
Arundel, Lumley, and Throkmorton, were con- 
fined and examined. Maiy was watched more 
narrowly than ever ; and Haltings earl of Hun- 
tingdon, who pretended to dilpute with the 

m Carte, vol.iii. 486. 
Jf 2 Scottiih 
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-Scottifh queen her right to the fucceflion, being 
joined in commiflion with Shrewfbury, rendered 
her imprifonment more intolerable, by the ex- 
cels of his vigilance and rigour n. The Scottifh 
regent, threatened with Elizabeth’s difpleafure, 
meanly betrayed the duke ; put his letters into 
her hands, and furnifhed all the intelligence in 
his power 0. The duke himfelf retired firft to 
Howard-houfe, and then, in contempt of the 
fummons to appear before the privy council, 
fled to his feat in Norfolk. Intimidated by the 
imprifonment of his affociates; coldly received 
by his friends in that country ; unprepared for 
a rebellion ; and unwilling perhaps to rebel; he 
hefitated for fome days, and at laft obeyed a 
fecond call, and repaired to Windfor [Ott. 3]. 
He was firft kept as a prifoner in a private houie, 
and then fent to the Tower. After being con- 
fined there upwards of nine months, he was re- 
leafed upon his humble fubmiflion to Elizabeth, 
giving her a promife, on his allegiance, to hold 
no farther correfpondence with the queen of 
Scots P. During the progrefs of Norfolk’s ne- 
gotiations, the queen’s partifans in Scotland, 
who made no doubt of their iffuing in her re- 
ftoration to the throne, with an increafe of au- 
thority, were wonderfully elevated. Maitland 
was the foul of that party, and the perfon whofe 
activity and ability the regent chiefly dreaded. 
He had laid the plan of that intrigue which had 
kindled fuch combuftion in England. He con- 
tinued to foment the fpirit of difaffeclion in 
Scotland, and had feduced from the regent 

“ Haynes, 525, 526. j-jo. 552. 
0 See Append. No. XXX1U. P Haynes, 525. 597. 
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lord Home> Kirkaldy, and feveral of his former 
affociates. While he enjoyed liberty, the regent 
could not reckon his own power fecure. For 
this reafon, having by an artifice allured Maitland 
to Stirling, he employed captain Crawford, one 
of his creatures, to accufe him of being acceffory 
to the murder of the king ; and under that pre- 
tence he was arrefted and carried as a prifoner to 
Edinburgh. He would foon have been brought to 
trial, but was faved by the friendfhip of Kirkaldy, 
governor of the caftle, who, by pretending a war- 
rant for that purpofe from the regent, got him out 
of the hands of the perfon to whofe care he was 
committed, and condufted him into the caftle, 
which from that time was entirely under Mait- 
land’s command 1. The lofs of a place of fo 
much importance, and the defection of a man fo 
eminent for military (kill as Kirkaldy, brought 
the regent into feme difreputation, for which, 
however, the fuccefs of his ally Elizabeth, about 
this time, abundantly compenfated. 

The intrigue carried on for reftoring the 
Scotti(h queen to liberty having been difcovered, 
and difappointed, an attempt was made to the 
fame purpofe by force of arms ; but the iftue of 
it was not more fortunate. The earls of Nor- 
thumberland and Weftmorland, though little dif- 
tinguifhed by their perfonal abilities, were two 
of the moft ancient and powerful of the Englilh 
peers. Their eftates in the northern counties 
were great, and they poffefted that influence over 
the inhabitants, which was hereditary in the 
popular and martial families of Percy and of 

<i Spotfw. ajj, 
p 3 Nevil, 
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Nevil. They were both attached to the popifli 
religion, and difcontented with the court, where 
new men and a new fyftem prevailed. Ever fince 
Mary’s arrival in England, they had warmly 
efpoufed her intereil; and zeal for popery, op- 
pofition to the court, and commiferation of her 
fufferings, had engaged them in different plots 
for her relief. Notwithflanding the vigilance of 
her keepers, they held a clofe correfpondence 
with her, and communicated to her all their 
defigns r. They were privy to Norfolk’s fchemes ; 
but the caution with which he proceeded did 
not fuit their ardour and impetuofity. The li- 
berty of the Scottifh queen was not their foie 
objeft. They aimed at bringing about a change 
in the religion, and a revolution in the govern- 
ment of the kingdom. For this reafon they 
folicited the aid of the king of Spain, the avowed 
and zealous patron of popery in that age. No- 
thing could be more delightful to the refllefs 
fpirit of Philip, or more neceffary towards facili- 
tating his fchemes in the Netherlands, than the 
involving England in the confufion and miferies 
of a civil war. The duke of Alva, by his di- : 

rection, encouraged the two earls, and promifed, 
as foon as they either took the field with their 
forces, or furprifed any place of ftrength, or 
refcued the queen of Scots, that he would fupply 
them both with money and a ftrong body of 
troops. La Mothe, the governor of Dunkirk, 
in the difguife of a failor, founded the ports 
where it would be mofl proper to land. And 
Chiapini Vitelli, one of Alva’s ablefl officers, was 

» Haynes, 595. Murdin, 44. 62, 
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difpatched into England, on pretence of fettling 
fame commercial differences between the two 
nations ; but in reality that the rebels might be 
fure of a leader of experience, as foon as they 
ventured to take arms5. 

The condudt of this negotiation occafioned 
many meetings and meffages between the two 
earls. Elizabeth was informed of thefe; and 
though fhe fufpefted nothing of their real de- 
fign, fhe concluded that they were among the 
number of Norfolk’s confidents. They were 
fummoned, for this reafon, to repair to court. 
Confcious of guilt, and afraid of difcovery, they 
delayed giving obedience. A fecond, and more 
peremptory order was iffued [Nov. 93. This 
they could not decline, without fhaking off their 
allegiance ; and as no time was left for delibera- 
tion, they inftantly erefted their ftandard againft 
their fovereign. The re-eflablifhing the catholic 
religion; the fettling the order of fucceffion to 
the crown ; the defence of the ancient nobility ; 
were the motives which they alleged to juftify 
their rebellion t. Many of the lower people 
flocked to them with fuch arms as they could 
procure ; and had the capacity of their leaders 
been in any degree equal to the enterprife, it 
mull have foon grown to be extremely formidable. 
Elizabeth acted with prudence and vigour ; and 
was ferved by her fubjects with fidelity and ar- 
dour. On the firll rumour of an infurredtion, 
Mary was removed to Coventry, a place of 
ftrength, which could not be taken without a 

* Carte, vol. iii. 489, 490. Camd. 421. 
» Strype, vol. i. 547. 
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regular fiege ; a detachment of the rebels, which 
was fent to refcue her, returned without fuccefs. 
Troops were affembled in different parts of the 
kingdom; as they advanced, the malecontents 
retired. In their retreat their numbers dwindled 
away, and their fpirits funk. Defpair and un- 
certainty whither to direft their flight, kept 
together for fome time a fmall body of them 
among the mountains of Northumberland ; but 
thev were at length obliged to difperfe, and the 
chiefs took refuge among the Scottifh borderers. 
The two earls, together with the countefs of 
Northumberland, wandering for fome days in the 
waltes of Liddifdale, were plundered by the ban- 
ditti []Dec. 21], expofed to the rigour of the 
feafon, and left deftitute of the neceflaries of life. 
Weftmorland was concealed by Scot of Buc- 
cleugh and Ker of Ferniherft, and afterwards 
conveyed into the Netherlands. Northumber- 
land was feized by the regent, who had marched 
with fome troops towards the borders to prevent 
any impreflion the rebels might make on thofe 
mutinous provinces M. 

Amidft fo many furprifing events, the af- 
fairs of the church, for two years, have almofl: 
efcaped our notice. Its general affemblies were 
held regularly; but no bufmefs of much im- 
portance employed their attention. As the 
number of the proteftant clergy daily increafed, 
the deficiency of the funds let apart for their 
fubfiftence became greater, and was more fen- 
fibly felt. Many efforts were made towards re- 
povering the ancient patrimony of the church, op 

» Cabbala, 171. Canid. 422. 
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at leaft as much of it as was poffdfed by the 
popifh incumbents, a race of men who were now 
not only ufelefs but burdenfome to the nation. 
But though the manner in which the regent re- 
ceived the addreffes and complaints of the gene- 
ral affemblies, was very different from that to 
which they had been accuflomed, no effe&ual 
remedy was provided ; and while they fuffered 
intolerable oppreffion, and groaned under ex- 
treme poverty, fair words, and liberal promifes, 
were all they were able to obtain *- 

1570.] Elizabeth now began to be weary of 
keeping fuch a prifoner as the queen of Scots. 
During the former year, the tranquillity of her 
government had been diliurbed, firil by a fecret 
combination of feme of her nobles, then by the 
rebellion of others; and fhe often declared, not 
without reafon, that Mary was the hidden caufe 
of both. Many of her own fubjefts favoured or 
pitied the captive queen; the Roman catholic 
princes on the continent were warmly interefted 
in her caufe. The detaining her any longer ia 
England, fhe forefaw, would be made the pre- 
text or occafion of perpetual cabals and infur- 
re&ions among the former; and might expofe 
her to the hoftile attempts of the latter. She 
refolved, therefore, to give up Mary into the 
hands of the regent, after flipulating with him, 
not only that her days fhould not be cut fhort, 
cither by a judicial fentence or by fecret vio- 
lence, but that fhejhould be treated in a man- 
ner fuited to her rank; and in order to fecure 
his obfervance of this, fhe required that fix of 
the chief noblemen in the kingdom fhould be 

* Cald. vol. ii. 80, &c. 
fent 
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fent Into England as hoftages Y. With refpeft 
to the fafe cuftody of the queen, fhe relied on 
Murray’s vigilance, whofe fecurity, no lefs than 
her own, depended on preventing Mary from 
re-afcending the throne. The negotiation for 
this purpole was carried fome length, when it 
was difcovered by the vigilance of the bilhop of 
Rofs, who, together with the French and 
Spanilh anibafladors, remonllrated againit the 
infamy of fuch an aftion, and reprefented the 
furrendering the queen to her rebellious fubjecfs, 
to be the fame thing as if Elizabeth Ihould, by 
her own authority, condemn her to inftant death. 
This procured a delay ; and the murder of the 
regent prevented the revival of that defign z. 

Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh was the perfon 
who committed this barbarous action. He had 
been condemned to death foon after the battle 
of Langlide, as I have already related, and 
owed his life to the regent’s clemency. But 
part of his eftate had been bellowed upon one 
of the regent’s favourites, who feized his houfe, 
and turned out his wife naked, in a cold night, 
into the open fields, where, before next morn- 
ing, Ihe became furioufly mad. This injury 
made a deeper imprefiion upon him than the be- 
nefit which he had received, and from that mo- 
ment he vowed to be revenged upon the regent. 
Party-rage ftrengthened and inflamed his private 
refentment. His kinfmen the Hamiltons ap- 
plauded the enterprife. The maxims of that age 
j ullified the moll defperate courfe which he could 

tajce 
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take to obtain vengeance. He followed the 
regent for fome time, and watched for an op- 
portunity to ftrike the blow. He refolved at lull 
to wait till his enemy ihould arrive at Linlith- 
gow, through which he was to pafs in his way 
from Stirling to Edinburgh. He took his Hand 
in a wooden gallery, which had a window to- 
wards the ftreet; fpread a feather-bed on the 
floor, to hinder the noife of his feet from being 
heard ; hung up a black cloth behind him, that 
his (hadow might not be obferved from without; 
and after all this preparation, calmly expefted 
the regent’s approach, who had lodged during 
the night in a part of tire town not i"ar diilant. 
Some indiitinct information of the danger which 
threatened him had been conveyed to the regent, 
and he paid fo much regard to it, that he refolved 
to return by the fame gate through which he had 
entered, and to fetch a compafs round the town. 
But as the crowd about the gate was great, and 
he himfelf unacquainted with fear, he proceeded 
direftly along the ftreet; and the throng of the 
people obliging him to move very (lowly, gave 
the aflaflin time to take fo true an aim, that he 
(hot him with a Angle bullet through the lower 
part of his belly, and killed the horfe of a gentle- 
man who rode on his other fide. His followers 
inftantly endeavoured to break into the horfe 
whence the blow had come, but they found the 
door ftrongly barricaded ; and before it could be 
forced open, Hamilton had mounted a fleet horfe, 
which ftood ready for him at a back paflage, 
and was got far beyond their reach. The re- 
gent died the fame night of his wound a. 

a Buchan. 385. Crawf, Mem, 114. Cabbala, 171. 
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There is no perfon in that age about whom 

hiftorians have been more divided, or whofe cha- 
racter has been drawn with fuch opposite co- 
lours. Perfonal intrepidity, military Ikill, faga- 
eity, and vigour in the adminiftration of civil 
affairs, are virtues,-which even his enemies al- 
low him to have poffeffed in an eminent degree. 
His moral qualities are more dubious, and ought 
neither to be praifed nor cenfured without great 
referve, and many diftinCtions. In a fierce age 
he was capable of ufmg victory with humanity, 
and of treating the vanquiffied with moderation. 
A patron of learning, which, among martial 
nobles, was either unknowm, ordefpifed. Zealous 
for religion, to a degree w'hich diftinguiihed him, 
even at a time when profefiions of that kind were 
not uncommon. His confidence in his friends 
was extreme, and inferior only to his liberality 
towards them, which knew no bounds. A dif- 
intereited paffion for the liberty of his country, 
prompted him to oppofe the pernicious fyftem 
which the princes of Lorrain had obliged the 
queen-mother to purfue. On Mary’s return 
into Scotland he ferved her with a zeal and , 
affeftion, to wdiich he facrificed the friendlhip of 
thofe who were moit attached to his perfon. 
But, on the other hand, his ambition was im- 
moderate ; and events happened that opened to 
him vaff pvojeCts, which allured his enterpriling 
genius, and led him to aCfions inconfiftent with 
the duty of a fubjeCt. His treatment of the 
queen, to whofe bounty he was fo much indebted, 
was unbrotherly and ungrateful. The depend- 
ence on Elizabeth, under which he brought 
Scotland, was difgraceful to the nation. He ' 
deceived and betrayed Norfolk with a bafenefs i 

7 unwor* 
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unworthy of a man of honour. His elevation to 
fuch unexpefted dignity infpired him with new 
pafiions, with haughtinefs and referve ; and in- 
llead of his natural manner, which was blunt and 
open, he affetted the arts of difiimulation and re- 
finement. Fond, towards the end of his life, of 
flattery, and impatient of advice, his creatures, by 
foothing his vanity led him aitray, while his an- 
cient friends flood at a diftance, and predicted 
his approaching fall. But amidll the turbulence 
and confufion of that factious period, he difpenfed 
jullice with fo much impartiality, he reprefl'ed 
the licentious borderers with fo much courage,, 
and eilablifhed fuch uncommon order and tran- 
quillity in the country, that his adminiftration 
was extremely popular, and he was long and 
affectionately remembered among the commons, 
by the name of the Good Regent. 

BOOK VI. 

c-pHE unexpe&ed blow, by which the regent 
was cut off, flruck the king’s party with 

the utmoft confternation. Elizabeth bewailed 
his death as the moft fatal difafler which could 
have befallen her kingdom ; and was inconfolable 
to a degree that little fuited her dignity. Mary’s 
adherents exulted, as if now her refloration were 
not only certain, but near at hand. The infamy 
of the crime naturally fell on thofe who ex- 
preifed fuch indecent joy at the commijSon of 

VOL. II. it i 
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it; and as tlie aflaffin made his efcape on a 
horfe which belonged to lord Claud Hamilton, 
and fled directly to Hamilton, where he was 
received in triumph, it was concluded that the 
regent had fallen a facrifice to the refentment of 
the queen’s party, rather than to the revenge of 
a private man. On the day after the murder, 
Scott of Buccleugh, and Ker of Ferniherft, both 
zealous abettors of the queen’s caufe, entered 
England in an hoftile manner, and plundered and 
burnt the country, the inhabitants of which ex- 
pedled no fuch outrage. If the regent had been 
alive, they would fcarce have ventured on fuch 
•an irregular incurfion, nor could it well have 
happened fo foon after his death, unlefsthey had 
been privy to the crime. 

This was not the only irregularity to which 
the anarchy that followed the regent’s death gave 
occaflon. During fuch general confuiion, men 
hoped for univerfal impunity, and broke out into 
exceffes of every kind. As it was impofiible to 
reftrain thefe without a fettled form of govern- 
ment, a convention of the nobles was held [Feb. 
12^, in order to deliberate concerning the elec- ; 

tion of a regent. The queen’s adherents refufed 
to be prefent at the meeting, and protefted againft 
its proceedings. The king’s own party was ir- 
refolute and divided in opinion. Maitland, whom : 
Kirkaldy had fet at liberty, and who obtained 
from the nobles then aflembled a declaration ac- 
quitting him of the crime which had been laid j 
to his charge, endeavoured to bring about a 
coalition of the two parties, by propoiing to ad- 
mit the queen to the joint adminiftration of go- 
vernment with her fon. Elizabeth, adhering to 
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her ancient fyftem with regard to Scottish af- 
fairs, laboured, notwithftanding the felicitations 
of Mary’s friends % to multiply, and to per- 
petuate the factions, which tore in pieces the 
kingdom. Randolph, whom Ihe difpatched into 
Scotland on the fir It neves of the regent’s death, 
and who was her ufual agent for fuch fervices, 
found all parties fo exalperated by mutual in- 
juries, and lo full of irreconcileable rancour, that 
it coll him little trouble to inflame their animo- 
fity. The convention broke up without coming 
to any agreement ; and a new meeting, to which 
the nobles of all parties were invited, was ap- 
pointed on the firll of May b. 

Meantime, Maitland and Kirkaldy, who Hill 
continued to acknowdedge the king’s authority, 
were at the utmoft: pains to reitore fome degree 
of harmony among their countrymen. They 
procured, for this purpofe, an amicable con- 
ference among the leaders of the two factions. 
But while the one demanded the reftoration of 
the queen, as the only thing which could re- 
eilablifh the public tranquillity ; while the other 
efteemed the king’s authority to be fo facred, 
that it was, on no account, to be called in queftion 
or impaired ; and neither of them would recede 
in the leaft point from their opinions, they fepa- 
rated without any profpedt of concord. Both 
were rendered more averfe from reconcilement, 
by the hope of foreign aid. An envoy arrived 
from France with promifes of powerful fuccour 
to the queen’s adherents ; and as the civil wars 

a See Appendix, No. XXXIV. 
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in that kingdom feemed to be on the point of 
terminating in peace, it was expefted that Charles 
would foon be at liberty to fulfil what he pro- 
mifed. On the other hand, the earl of Sufl'ex 
was alfembling a powerful army on the borders, 
and its operations could not fail of adding fpirit 
and ftrength to the king’s party c. 

Though the attempt towards a coalition of 
the factions proved ineffedhial, it contributed 
fomewhat to moderate or fufpend their rage ; 
jbut they foon began to aft with their uiual 
violence. Morton, the moll vigilant and able 
leader on the king’s fide, folicited Elizabeth to 
interpofe, without delay, for the fafety of a party 
fo devoted to her intereft, and which Hood fo 
much in need of her affillance. The chiefs of 
the queen’s faftions, affembling at Linlithgow, 
marched thence to Edinburgh [April 10] ; 
and Kirkaldy, who was both governor of the 
callle and provoft of the town, prevailed on the 
citizens, though with fome difficulty, to admit 
them within the gates. Together with Kirkal- 
dy, the earl of Athole and Maitland acceded 
almoft openly to their party ; and the duke and 
lord Herries, having recovered liberty by Kirk- 
aldy’s favour, refumed the places which they had 
formerly held in their councils. Encouraged by 
the acquiiition of perfons fo illullrious by their 
birth, or fo eminent for their abilities, they pub- 
lilhed a proclamation, declaring their intention 
to fupport the queen’s authority, and feemed re- 
folved not to leave the city before the meeting 
of the approaching convention, in which, by 

c Crawf. Mem. 134. 
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their numbers and influence, they did not doubt 
of fecuring a majority of voices on their fide d. 

At the fame time they had formed a defign of 
kindling war between the two kingdoms. If 
they could engage them in hoftilities, and revive 
their ancient emulation and antipathy, they 
hoped, not only to diflblve a confederacy of 
great advantage to the king’s caufe, but to 
reconcile their countrymen to the queen, Eliza- 
beth’s natural and moll dangerous rival. With 
this view, they had, immediately after the mur- 
der of the regent, prompted Scot and Ker to 
commence hollilities, and had fince inftigated 
them to continue and extend their depredations. 
As Elizabeth forefaw, on the one hand, the 
dangerous confequences of rendering this a 
national quarrel; and refolved, on the other, not 
to fuller fuch an infult on her government to pafs 
with impunity; fire iffued a proclamation, de- 
claring that Ihe imputed the outrages which had 
been committed on the borders not to the Scot- 
tifh nation, but to a few defperate and ill-defign- 
ing perfons; that, with the former, Ihe was 
refolved to maintain an inviolable friendlhip, 
whereas the duty which flic owed to her own 
fubjedts obliged her to chaltife the licentioufnefs 
of the latter *. Sulfex and Scroop accordingly 
entered Scotland, the one on the eaft, the other 
on the well borders, and laid walle the adjacent 
countries with fire and fword f. Fame magnified 
the number and progrefs of their troops, and 
Mary’s adherents, not thinking themfelves fafe 
in Edinburgh, the inhabitants whereof were ill 

■I Crawf. Mem. 137. Calderw. ii. 176. 
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affected to their caufe, retired to Linlithgow 
{[April 28]. There, by a public proclamation, 
they afferted the queen’s authority, and forbad 
giving obedience to any but the duke, or the 
carls of Argyll and Huntly, whom fhe had con- 
ilituted her lieutenants in the kingdom. 

The nobles who continued faithful to the king, 
though confiderably weakened by the defection 
of fo many of their friends, affembled at Edin- 
burgh on the day appointed [May 1 ]. They 
affued a counter-proclamation, declaring fuch as 
appeared for the queen enemies of their country ; 
and charging them with the murder both of the 
late king and of the regent. They could not, 
however, prefume fo much on their own ftrength 
as to venture either to eleft a regent, or to take 
the field againff: the queen’s party ; but the af- 
Jiftance which they received from Elizabeth, 
enabled them to do both. By her order fir 
William Drury marched into Scotland, with a 
thoufand foot and three hundred horfe ; the 
icing’s adherents joined him with a confiderable 
body of troops, and advancing towards Glafgow, 
where the adverfe party had already begun hof- 
tilities by attacking the caffle, they forced them 
to retire, plundered the neighbouring country, 
which belonged to the Hamiltons, and, after 
feizing fome of their caftles, and rafing others, 
returned to Edinburgh. 

Under Drury’s prote&ion, the earl of Lennox 
returned into Scotland. It was natural to com- 
mit the government of the kingdom to him during 
the minority of his grandfon. His illuffrious 
birth, and alliance with the royal family of Eng- 
land, as well as of Scotland, rendered him worthy 

of 
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of that honour. His refentment againfl Mary 
being implacable, and his eftate lying in Eng- 
land, and his family refiding there, Elizabeth 
confidered him as a man who, both from incli- 
nation and from intereft, would aft in concert 
with her, and ardently wifhed that he might 
fucceed Murray in the office of regent. But, on 
many accounts, fhe did not think it prudent to 
difcover her own fentiments, or to favour his 
pretenfions too openly. The civil wars in 
France, which had been excited partly by real 
and partly by pretended zeal for religion, and 
carried on with a fiercenefs that did it real dif- 
honour, appeared now to be on the point of 
coming to an ilfue ; and after fhedding the bell 
blood, and wafting the richeft provinces in the 
kingdom, both parties defired peace with an ar- 
dour that facilitated the negotiations which were 
carrying on for that purpofe. Charles IX. was 
known to be a paflionate admirer of Mary’s 
beauty. Nor could he, in honour, fuffer a queen 
of France, and the moft ancient ally of his crown, 
to languilh in her prefent cruel fituation without 
attempting to procure her relief. He had hither- 
to been obliged to fatisfy himfelf with remon- 
ftrating, by his ambafladors, againft the indignity 
with which Ihe had been treated. But if he 
were once at full liberty to purfue his inclina- 
tions, Elizabeth would have every thing to dread 
from the impetuofity of his temper and the power 
of his arms. It therefore became neceffary for 
her to aft with fome referve, and not to appear 
avowedly to countenance the choice of a regent, 
in contempt of Mary’s authority. Thejealoufy 
and prejudices of the Scots required no lefs 

manage- 
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management. Had fhe openly fupported Len- 
nox’s claim; had fhe recommended him to the 
convention, as the candidate of whom fhe ap- 
proved ; this might have roufed the independ- 
ent fpirit of the nobles, and by too plain a dif- 
covery of her intention, fhe might have defeated 
its fuccefs. For thefe reafons fhe hefitated long, 
and returned ambiguous anfwers to all the mef- 
fages which fhe received from the king’s party. 
A more explicit declaration of her fentiments 
was at lafl obtained, and an event of an extra- 
ordinary nature feems to have been the occafion 
of it. Pope Pius V. having iffued a bull, whereby 
he excommunicated Elizabeth, deprived her of 
her kingdom, and abfolved her fubjefts from their 
oath of allegiance, Felton, an Englifhman, had the 
boldnefs to affix it on the gates of the biihop 
of London’s palace. In former ages, a pope, 
moved by his own ambition, or pride, or bi- 
gotry, denounced this fatal fentence againfl the 
mofl powerful monarchs ; but as the authority 
of the court of Rome was now lefs regarded, its 
proceedings were more cautious ; and it was 
only when they were roufed by fome powerful 
prince, that the thunders of the church were 
ever heard. Elizabeth, therefore, imputed this 
ftep, which the pope had taken, to a combina- 
tion of the Roman catholic princes againft her, 
and fufpefted that fome plot was formed in 
favour of the Scottifh queen. In that event, fhe 
knew that the fafety of her own kingdom de- 
pended on preferving her influence in Scotland; 
and in order to flrengthen this, fhe renewed her 
promifes of prote&ing the king’s adherents, en- 
couraged them to proceed to the ele&ion of a 

regent, 
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regent, and even ventured to point out the earl 
of Lennox, as the perfon who had the beft 
title. That honour was accordingly conferred 
upon him, in a convention of the whole party, 
held on the 12 th of July s. 

The regent’s firft care was, to prevent the 
meeting of the parliament which the queen’s 
party had fummoned to convene at Linlithgow. 
Having effedfed that, he marched againll the earl 
of Huntly, Mary’s lieutenant in the north, and 
forced the garrifon which he had placed in 
Brechin to lurrender at difcretion. Soon after, 
he made himfelf mailer of fome other caftles. Em- 
boldened by this fuccefsful beginning of his ad- 
miniftration, as well as by the appearance of a 
confiderable army, with which the earl of Sulfex 
hovered on the borders, he deprived Maitland 
of his office of fecretary, and proclaimed him, 
the duke, Huntly, and other leaders of the queen’s 
party, traitors and enemies of their country h. 

In this defperate fituation of their affairs, the 
queen’s adherents had recourfe to the king of 
Spain *, with whom Mary had held a clofe cor- 
refpondence ever frnce her confinement in Eng- 
land. They prevailed on the duke of Alva to 
fend two of his officers to take a view of the 
country, and to examine its coafts and harbours : 
and obtained from them a fmall fupply of money 
and arms, which were fent to the earl of Hunt- 
ly k. But this aid, fo difproportionate to their 
exigencies, would have availed them little. They 
were indebted for their fafety to a treaty, which 

£ Spotfw. 240. Cald. ii. 186. See Append. No. XXXV. 
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Elizabeth was carrying on, under colour of 
reftoring the captive queen to her throne. The 
firit fteps in this negotiation had been taken in 
the month of May; but hitherto little progrefs 
was made in it. The peace concluded between 
the Roman catholics and hugonots in France, 
and her apprehenfions that Charles would inter- 
pofe with vigour in behalf of his filler-in-law, 
quickened Elizabeth’s motions. She affefted 
to treat her prifoner with more indulgence, Ihe 
liftened more gracioufly to the felicitations of 
foreign ambaffadors in her favour, and feemed 
fully determined to replace her on the throne of 
her anceftors. As a proof of her lincerity, (he 
laboured to procure a celfation of arms between 
the two contending faftions in Scotland. Len- 
nox, elated with the good fortune which had 
hitherto attended his adminiftration, and flatter- 
ing himfelf with an eafy triumph over enemies 
whofe eftates were wafted, and their forces dif- 
pirited, refufed for fome time to come into this 
meafure. It was not fafe for him, however, to 
difpute the will of his protedlrefs. A ceflation 
of hoftilities during two months, to commence 
on the third of September, was agreed upon ; 
and, being renewed from time to time, it con- 
tinued till the firft of April next year'. 

Soon after, Elizabeth difpatched Cecil and 
Sir Walter Mildmay to the queen of Scots. 
The dignity of thefe ambafladors, the former 
her prime miniller, the latter chancellor of the 
exchequer, and one of her ableft counffllors, 
convinced all parties that the negotiation was 
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ferlous, and that the hour of Mary’s liberty 
was now approaching. The proportions which 
they made to her were advantageous to Eliza- 
beth, but fuch as a prince in Mary’s lituation 
had reafon to expeft. The ratification of the 
treaty of Edinburgh ; the renouncing any pre- 
tenfions to the Englilh crown, during Eliza- 
beth’s own life, or that of her pollerity; the 
adhering to the alliance between the two king- 
doms; the pardoning her fubjedts who had taken 
arms againit her ; and her promifing to hold no 
correfpondence, and to countenance no enter- 
prife, that might difturb Elizabeth’s govern- 
ment; were among the chief articles. Byway 
of fecurity for the accompliihment of thefe, they 
demanded that fome peifons of rank Ihould be 
given as hoftages, that the prince her fon Ihould 
refide in England, and that a few caftles on the 
border Ihould be put into Elizabeth’s hands. 
To fome of thefe propofitions Mary confented ; 
fome (lie endeavoured to mitigate ; and others 
fhe attempted to evade. In the mean time, fire 
tranfmitted copies of them to the pope, to the 
kings of France and Spain, and to the duke of 
Alva. She infinuated, that without fome timely 
and vigorous interpofition in her behalf, fhe 
would be obliged to accept of thefe hard con- 
ditions, and to purchafe liberty at any price. 
But the pope was a diftant and feeble ally, and 
by his great efforts at this time againft the 
Turks, his treafury was entirely exhaufted. 
Charles had already begun to meditate that 
confpiracy againft the hugonots, which marks 
his reign with fuch infamy; and it required much 
leifure, and perfect tranquillity, to bring that 
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execrable plan to maturity. Philip was employ- 
ed in fitting out that fleet which acquired fo 
much renown to the Chriftian arms, by the vic- 
tory over the infidels at Lepanto ; the Moors in 
Spain threatened an infurredtion ; and his iub- 
jedts in the Netherlands, provoked by much 
oppreflion and many indignities, were breaking 
out into open rebellion. All of them, for thefe 
different reafons, advifed Mary, without depend- 
ing on their aid, to conclude the treaty on the 
belt terms fhe could procure"1. 

Mary accordingly confented to many of 
Elizabeth’s demands, and difcovered a facility 
of dilpofition, which promifed itill further con- 
cefiions. But no conceflion file could have 
made, would have fatisfied Elizabeth, who, in 
fpite of her repeated profefiions of lincerity to 
foreign ambaffadors, and notwithilanding the 
folemnity with which fhe carried on the treaty, 
had no other objeft in it, than to amufe Mary’s 
allies, and to gain time". After having fo long 
treated a queen, who fled to her for refuge, in 
fo ungenerous a manner, file could not now dif- 
mifs her with fafety. Under all the difadvan- 
tages of a rigorous confinement, Mary had found 
means to excite commotions in England, which 
were extremely formidable. What defperate 
effedfs of her juft refentment might be expefted, 
if ftie were fet at liberty, and recovered her 
former power ? What engagements could bind 
her, not to revenge the wrongs which file had 
fuffered, nor to take advantage of the favour- 
able conjunftures that might prefent themfelves? 
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Was it poflible for her to give fuch fecurity for 
her behaviour, in times to come, as might remove 
all fufpicions and fears ? And was there not good 
caufe to conclude, that no future benefits could 
ever obliterate the memory of pail injuries i It 
was thus Elizabeth reafoned; though Ihe con- 
tinued to aft as if her views had been entirely 
different. She appointed feven of her privy 
counfellors to be commifiioners for fettling the 
articles of the treaty; and, as Mary had already 
named the bifhops of Rofs and Galloway, and 
lord Levingflon, for her ambaffadors, fhe re- 
quired the regent to impower proper perfons to 
appear in behalf of the king. The earl of 
Morton, Pitcairn abbot of Dunfermling, and fir 
James Macgill, w’ere the perfons chofen by the 
regent. They prepared for their journey as 
{lowly as Elizabeth herfelf could have wifhed. 
At length they arrived at London [Feb. 19, 
1571J, and met the commiffioners of the two 
queens. Mary’s ambaffadors difcovered the 
ftrongeft inclination to comply with every thing 
that would remove the obltacles which flood in 
the way of their miltrefs’s liberty. But when 
Morton and his afiociates were called upon to 
vindicate their conduft, and to explain the fenti- 
ments of their party, they began, in jollification 
of their treatment of the queen, to advance 
fuch maxims concerning the limited powers of 
princes, and the natural right of fubjefts to 
refill and to control them, as were extremely 
{hocking to Elizabeth, whofe notions of regal 
prerogative, as has been formerly obferved, were 
very exalted. With regard to the authority 
which the king now pofTeffed, they declared 
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that they neither had, nor could poffibly receive 
inltruftions, to confent to any treaty that tended 
to fubvert, or even to impair it in the lealt de- 
gree0. Nothing could be more trifling and 
ridiculous, than iuch a reply from the commif* 
fioners of the king of Scots to the queen of 
England. His party depended abfolutely on 
her protedlion ; it was by perfons devoted to her 
he had been feated on the throne, and to her 
power .he owed the continuance of his reign. 
With the utmoft eafe Ihe could have brought 
them to hold very different language; and what- 
ever conditions fhe might have thought fit to 
prefcribe, they would have had no other choice 
but to fubmit. This declaration, however, fhe 
affefted to confider as an infuperable difficulty; 
and finding that there was no reafon to dread 
any danger from the French king, who had not 
difcovered that eagernefs in fupport of Mary 
which was expected, the reply made by Morton 
[[March 24] furnifhed her with a pretence for 
putting a flop to the negotiation, until the regent 
fhould fend ambaffadors with more ample powers. 
Thus, after being amufed for ten months with 
the hopes of liberty, the unhappy queen of 
Scots remained under ftricter cuflody than ever, 
and without any profpedt of efcaping from it j 
while thofe fubjecls wdio ftill adhered to her 
were expofed, without ally or protector, to the 
rage of enemies, whom their fuccefs in this 
negotiation rendered ftill more infolent P. 

On the day after the expiration of the truce, 
which had been obferved with little exaclnefs 

O Cald. ii. 134. D'gges, 51. Hayius, 513, 5:4. 
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on either fide, captain Crawford of Jordan-hiil, 
a gallant and enterprifing officer, performed a 
fervice of great importance to the regent, by 
furprifing the caftle of Dunbarton. This was 
the only fortified place in the kingdom, of 
which the queen had kept poffeffion ever fince 
the commencement of the civil wars. Its fitua- 
tion on the top of an high and almoft inacceffible 
rock, which rifes in the middle of a plain, 
rendered it extremely ftrong, and, in the opinion 
of that age, impregnable ; as it commanded the 
river Clyde it was of great confequence, and 
was deemed the moil proper place in the king- 
dom for landing any foreign troops that might 
come to Mary’s aid. The ftrength of the place 
rendered lord Fleming, the governor, more fe- 
cure than he ought to have been, confidering its 
importance. A foldier who had ferved in the 
garrifon, and had been difgufted by fome ill 
iviage, propofed the fcheme to the regent, en- 
deavoured to demonftrate that it was practicable, 
and offered himfelf to go the foremoft man on 
the enterprife. It was thought prudent to rifle 
any danger for fo great a prize. Scaling-ladders, 
and whatever elfe might be neeeffary, were pre- 
pared with the utmoft fecrecy and difpatch. 
All the avenues to the caftle were feized, that 
no intelligence of the defign might reach the 
governor. Towards evening Crawford marched 
Irom Glafgow with a fmall but determined band. 
By midnight they arrived at the bottom of the 
rock. The moon was fet, and the Iky, which 
hitherto had been extremely clear, was covered 
with a thick fog. It was where the rock was 
kigheft that the affailants made their attempt, 

r 2 becaufe 



B. VI. 1R4 HISTORY OF SrOTLANP. 
becaufe in that place there were few centinels, 
and they hoped to find them leaft alert. The 
hrit ladder was fcarcely fixed, when the weight 
and eagernels of thofe who mounted, brought it 
to the ground. None of the affailants were 
hurt by the fall, and none of the garrifon 
alarmed at the noife. Their guide and Craw- 
ford fcrambled up the rock, and faftened the 
ladder to the roots of a tree which grew in a 
cleft. This place they all reached with the 
utmoft difficulty, but were {till at a great dif- 
tance from the foot of the wall. Their ladder 
was made faft a fecond time; but in the middle 
of the afeent, they met with an unforefeen dif- 
ficulty. One of their companions was feized 
with fome hidden fit, and clung, feemingly with- 
out life, to the ladder. All were at a Hand. 
It was impoffible to pafs him. To tumble him 
headlong was cruel; and might occafion a dif- 
covery. But Crawford’s prefence of mind did 
not forfake him. He ordered the foldier to be 
bound faft to the ladder, that he might not fall 
when the fit was over ; and turning the other 
fide of the ladder, they mounted with thefe over 
his belly. Day now began to break, and there 
ftill remained a high wall to fcale ; but after fur- 
mounting fo many great difficulties, this was foon 
accomplilhed. A fentry obferved the firft man 
who appeared on the parapet, and had juft time 
to give the alarm, before he was knocked on the 
head. The officers and foldiers of the garrifon 
ran out naked, unarmed, and more folicitous 
about their own fafety, than capable of making 
reliftance. The aflailants rufhed forwards, with 
repeated fhouts and with the utmoft fury ; took 

pofteffion 
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pofleffion of the magazine ; feized the cannon ; 
and turned them airainft their enemies. Lord 
Fleming got into a fmall boat, and fled all alone 
into Argylefhire. Crawford, in reward of his 
valour and good conduft, remained mafter of the 
caftk; and as he did not lofe a fingle man in the 
enterprife, he enjoyed his fuccefs with unmixed 
pleafure. Lady Fleming, Verac the French 
envoy, and Hamilton archbiihop of St. An- 
drew’s, were the prifoners of greatdl diftinc- 
tion “1. 

Verac’s character protefted him from the 
ufage which he merited by his activity in ftirring 
up enemies againft the king. The regent treated 
the lady with great politenefs and humanity. 
But a very different fate awaited the archbifhop; 
be was carried under a ftrong guard to Stirling ; 
and as he had formerly been attainted by a<ft of 
parliament, he was, without any formal trial, 
condemned to be hanged; and on the fourth 
day after he was taken, the fentence was exe- 
cuted. An attempt was made to convict him 
of being acceffary to the murder both of the 
king and regent, but thefe accufations were 
fupported by no proof. Our hiftorians obferve, 
that he was the firft bifhop in Scotland who died 
by the hands of the executioner. The high 
offices he had enjoyed, both in church and ftate, 
ought to have exempted him from a punifhment 
inflicted only on the loweft criminals. But his 
zeal for the queen, his abilities, and his profef- 
fton, rendered him odious and formidable to the 
king’s adherents. Lennox hated him as the 

q Buchan. 394. 
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perfon by whofe counfels the reputation and 
power of the houfe of Hamilton were fupported. 
Party rage and perfonal enmity diftated that in- 
decent fentence, forwhich fome colourwas fought, 
by imputing to him fuch odious crimesr. 

The lofs of Dunbarton, and the fevere treat- 
ment of the archbifliop, perplexed no lefs than 
they enraged the queen’s party; and hoftilities 
were renewed with all the fiercenefs which dif- 
appointment and indignation can infpire. Kirk- 
aldy, who, during the truce, had taken care to 
increafe the number of his garrifon, and to 
provide every thing neceffary for his defence, 
iffued a proclamation declaring Lennox’s autho- 
rity to be unlawful and ufurped; commanded 
all who favoured his caufe to leave the town 
within fix hours; feized the arms belonging to 
the citizens; planted a battery on the fteeple of 
St. Giles’s, repaired the walls, and fortified the 
gates of the city; and, though the affe&ions 
of the inhabitants leaned a different way, held 
out the metropolis againft the regent. The 
duke, Huntly, Home, Herries, and other chiefs 
of that faction, repaired to Edinburgh with their 
followers; and having received a fmall fum of 
money and fome ammunition from France, formed 
no contemptible army within the walls. On the 
other fide, Morton feized Leith and fortified it; 
and the regent joined him with a confiderable 
body of men. While the armies lay fo near 
each other, daily fkirmilhes happened, and with 
various fuccefs. The queen’s party was not 
itrong enough to take the field againft the regent. 

r Spotfwood, 251. 
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nor was his fuperiority fo great as to undertake 
the fiege of the caftle or of the towns. 

Some time before Edinburgh fell into the 
hands of his enemies) the regent had fummoned 
a parliament to meet in that place. In order to 
prevent any objeftion again It the lawfulnefs of 
the meeting, the members obeyed the procla- 
mation as exactly as poffible ; and aflembled 
[May 14] in a houfe at the head of the Canon- 
gate, which, though without the walls, lies 
within the liberties of the city. Kirkaldy 
exerted himfelf to the utmoft to interrupt their 
meeting; but they were fo ftrongly guarded, 
that all efforts were vain. They paffed an aft 
attainting Maitland and a few others, and then 
adjourned to the 28th of AuguftC 

The other party, in order that their proceed- 
ings might be countenanced by the fame fhew of 
legal authority, held a meeting of parliament 
foon after. There was produced in this affembly 
a declaration by the queen, of the invalidity of 
that deed whereby (lie had refigned the crown, 
and confented to the coronation of her fon. 
Conforntable to this declaration, an aft was 
palled, pronouncing the refignation to have been 
extorted by fear ; to be null in itfelf, and in all 
its confequences; and enjoining all good fub- 
jefts to acknowledge the queen alone to be their 
lawful fovereign, and to fupport thofe who 
afted in her name. The prefent eftablifhment 
of the proteftant religion was confirmed by 
another ftatute ; and, in imitation of the adverfe 
party, a new meeting was appointed on the 
26th of Augultu. 

> Cald, ii. 233, See. * Crawf. Mem. J77. 0 Ibid. 
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Meanwhile all the miferies of civil war defo- 

lated the kingdom. Fellow-citizens, friends, 
brothers, took different fides, and ranged them- 
felves under the ftandards of the contending 
fa&ions. In every county, and almoft in every 
town and village. King's men and Queen’s men 
were names of diftinftion. Political hatred dif- 
folved all natural ties, and extinguifhed the 
reciprocal good-will and confidence which hold 
mankind together in fociety. Religious zeal 
mingled itfelf with thefe civil diftinctions, and 
contributed not a little to heighten and to inflame 
them. 

The factions which divided the kingdom were, 
in appearance, only two. But in both thefe 
there were perfons with views and principles fo 
different from each other, that they ought to be 
diftingui(hed. With fome, coniiderations of 
religion were predominant, and they either ad- 
hered to the queen, becaufe they hoped by her 
means to re-eltablifh popery, or they defended 
the king’s authority, as the bell fupport of the 
proteftant faith. Among thefe the oppofition 
was violent and irreconcileable. Others were 
influenced by political motives only, or allured by 
views of intereft:; the regent aimed at uniting 
thefe, and did not defpair of gaining by gentle 
arts many of Mary’s adherents to acknowledge 
the king’s authority. Maitland and Kirkaldy 
had formed the fame defign of a coalition, but 
on fuch terms that the queen might be reftored 
to fome (hare in the government, and the king- 
dom fhake off its dependence upon England, 
Morton, the ableft, the moff ambitious, and the 
moil powerful man of the king’s party, held a 

particular 
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particular courfe; and moving only as he was 
prompted by the court of England, thwarted 
every meafure that tended towards a reconcile- 
ment of the factions; and as he ferved Elizabeth 
with much fidelity, he derived both power and 
credit from her avowed proteftion. 

The time appointed by both parties for the 
meeting of their parliaments now approached. 
Only three peers and two bilhops appeared in 
that which was held in the queen’s name at 
Edinburgh. But, contemptible as their numbers 
were, they palled an aft for attainting upwards 
of two hundred of the adverfe faftion. The 
meeting at Stirling was numerous and fplendid. 
The regent had prevailed on the earls of Argyll, 
Eglinton, Cafiils, and lord Boyd, to acknow- 
ledge the king’s authority. The three earls 
were among the moll powerful noblemen in the 
kingdom, and had hitherto been zealous in the 
queen’s caufe. Lord Boyd had been one of 
Mary’s commifiioners at York and Weftminfter, 
and fince that time had been admitted into all 
her molt fecret councils. But, during that tur- 
bulent period, the conduct of individuals, as 
well as the principles of faftions, varied fo often, 
that the fenfe of honour, a chief prefervative of 
confillence in charafter, was entirely loll; and 
without any regard to decorum, men fuddenly 
abandoned one party, and adopted all the 
violent paffions of the other. The defection, 
however, of fo many perfons of diltinftion, not 
only weakened the queen’s party, but added 
reputation to her adverfaries. 

After the example of the parliament at Edin- 
burgh, that at Stirling began with framing afts 

againlt 
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agalnil the oppofite fadtion. But in the midft of 
all the fecurity, which confidence in their own 
numbers or diitance from danger could infpire, 
they were awakened, early in the morning of 
September the third, by the fhouts of the enemy 
in the heart of the town. In a moment the 
houfes of every perfon of diitinclion were fur- 
rounded, and before they knew what to think 
of fo llrange an event, the regent, the earls of 
Argyll, Morton, Glencairn, Caffils, Eglinton, 
Montrofe, Buchan, the lords Sempil, Carthcart, 
Ogilvie, were all made prifoners, and mounted 
behind troopers, who were ready to carry them 
to Edinburgh. Kirkaldy was the author of 
this daring enterprife ; and if he had not been 
induced by the ill-timed folicitude of his friends 
about his fafety, not to hazard his own perfon 
in condufting it, that day might have termi- 
nated the conteft between the two faftions, and 
have reftored peace to his country. By his di- 
rection four hundred men, under the command 
of Huntly, lord Claud Hamilton, and Scott of 
Buccleugh, fet out from Edinburgh, and, the 
better to conceal their defign, marched towards 
the fouth. But they foon wheeled to the right, 
and horfes having been provided for the infantry, 
rode llraight to Stirling. By four in the morn- 
ing they arrived there ; not one fentry was poll- 
ed on the walls, not a fingle man was awake 
about the place. They met with no refiftance 
from any perfon whom they attempted to feize, 
except Morton. He defending his houfe with 
obilinate valour, they were obliged to fet it on 
fire, and he did not furrender till forced out of 
it by the flames. In performing this, fome time 

was 
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was confumed ; and the private men, unaccuftom- 
ed to regular difcipline, left their colours, and 
began to rifle the houfes and fliops of the citi- 
zens. The noife and uproar in the town reached 
the cattle. The earl of Mar fallied out with 
thirty foldiers; fired brifldy upon the enemy, of 
whom almoft none but the officers kept together 
in a body. The townfmen took arms to afiifl: 
their governor ; a fudden panic ftruck the af- 
failants ; fome fled, iome furrendered themfelves 
to their own prifoners ; and had not the bor- 
derers, who followed Scott, prevented a purfuit, 
by carrying off all the horfes within the place, 
not a man would have efcaped. If the regent 
bad not unfortunately been killed, the lofs on 
the king’s fide would have been as inconfiderable 
as the alarm was great. Think on the archlijhop 
of St. Shndre'w’s, was the word among the queen’s 
foldiers ; and Lennox fell a facrifice to his me- 
mory. The officer to whom he furrendered, en- 
deavouring to proteft him, loft his own life in 
his defence. He was flain, according to the ge- 
neral opinion, by command of lord Claud Ha- 
milton. Kirkaldy had the glory of concerting 
this plan with great fecrecy and prudence ; but 
Morton’s fortunate obftinacy, and the want of 
difcipline among his troops, deprived him of fuc- 
cefs, the only thing wanting to render this equal 
to the moft applauded military enterprifes of the 
kind *. 

As fo many of the nobles were affembled [Sept. 
6], they proceeded without delay to the eledtion 
of a regent. Argyll, Morton, and Mar, were 

* Melv. 2t6, Crawf. Mem, 204. 
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candidates for the office. Mar tvas chofen 
by a majority of voices. Amidft all the fierce 
diffentions which had prevailed fo long in Scot- 
land, he had diftinguiffied himfelf by his mode- 
ration, his humanity, and his difintereftednefs. 
As his power was far inferior to Argyll’s, and 
his abilities not fo great as Morton’s, he was, 
for thefe reafons, lei's formidable to the other 
nobles. His merit, too, in having fo lately 
refcued the leaders of the party from imminent 
ddiruction, contributed not a little to his pre- 
ferment. 

While thefe things were carrying on in Scot- 
land, the tranfaftions in England were no lefs 
intereiling to Mary, and ftill more fatal to her 
caufe. The parliament of that kingdom, which 
met in April, paffed an adt, by which it was de- 
clared to be high treafon to claim any right to 
the crown during the life of the queen; to af- 
firm that the title of any other perfon was better 
than hers, or to maintain that the parliament 
had not power to fettle and to limit the order 
of fucceffion. This remarkable Uatute was 
intended not only for the fecurity of their 
own fovereign, but to curb the reftlefs and 
intriguing fpirit of the Scottiffi queen and her 
adherents f. 

At this time a treaty of marriage between 
Elizabeth and the duke of Anjou, the French 
king’s brother, was well advanced. Both courts 
feemed to defire it with equal ardour, and gave 
out, with the utmoll confidence, that it could 
oot fail of taking place. Neither of them, how- 

y Camd. 436, 
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ever, wifhed it fuccefs ; and they encouraged it 
lor no other end, but becaufe it ferved to cover 
or to promote their particular defigns. The 
whole policy of Catherine of Medicis was bent 
towards the accompliihment of her deteftable 
projedt for the deftrudfion of the hugonot chiefs; 
and by carrying on a negotiation for the marriage 
of her fon with a princefs who was jultly eiteem- 
ed the protedfrefs of that party, by yielding fome 
things in point of religion, and by difcovering an 
indifference with regard to others, Ihe hoped to 
amufe all the protelfants in Europe, and to lull 
afleep the jealoufy even of the hugonots them- 
felves. Elizabeth ffattered herfelf with reaping 
advantages of another kind. During the de- 
pendence of the negotiation, the French could 
not with decency give any open afliftance to the 
Scottiffi queen ; if they conceived any hopes of 
fuccefs in the treaty of man iage, they would of 
courfe interell themfelves but coldly in her con- 
cerns : Mary herfelf muff; be dejected at lofing 
an ally, whom Ihe had hitherto reckoned her 
molt powerful protedfor; and by interrupting 
her correfpondence with France, one fource, at 
leaft, of the cabals and intrigues which dif- 
turbed the kingdom would be ftopt. Both 
queens fucceeded in their fchemes. Cathe- 
rine’s artifices impofed on Elizabeth, and blinded 
the hugonots. The French difcovered the ut- 
molt indifference about the intereft. of the Scottilh 
queen ; and Mary, coniidering that court as al- 
ready united with her rival, turned for protec- 
tion with more eagernefs than ever towards the 
king of Spain z. Philip, whofe dark and thought- 

2 Digges, 144. 148. Camd. 434. 
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ful mind delighted in the myftery of intrigue, 
had held a fecret correfpondenee with Mary for 
fome time, by means of the bilhop of Rofs, and 
had fupplied both herfelf and her adherents in 
Scotland with fmall fums of money. Ridolphi, a 
Florentine gentleman, who relided at London 
under the charafter of a banker, and who adted 
privately as an agent for the pope, was the per- 
lon whom the bilhop intrufted with this nego- 
tiation. Mary thought it neceffary likewife to 
communicate the fecret to the duke of Norfolk, 
whom Elizabeth had lately reftored to liberty, 
upon his folemn promife to have no farther inter- 
courfe with the queen of Scots. This promife, 
however, he regarded fo little, that he continued 
to keep a conitant correfpondence with the cap- 
tive queen ; while fire laboured to nourifh his am- 
bitious hopes, and to llrengthen his amorous at- 
tachment by letters written in the fondeft caref- 
iing ftrain. Some of thefe he mull have received 
at the very time when he made that folemn pro- 
mife of holding no farther intercourfe with her, 
in eonfequence of which Elizabeth reftored him 
to liberty. Mary, ftill confidering him as her 
future hufband, took no ftep in any matter of 
moment without his advice. She early commu- 
nicated to him her negotiations with Ridolphi: 
and in a longer letter, which fire wrote to him 
in cyphers a, after complaining of the bafenefs 
with which the French court had abandoned her 
intereft, ftie declared her intention of imploring 
the aftiftance of the Spanilh monarch, which was 

a Haynes, 597, 59S. Hardw. State Papers, i. 190, &c 
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now her only refource ; and recommended Ri- 
dolphi to his confidence, as a perfon capable 
both of explaining and advancing the fcheme. 
The duke commanded Hickford, his fecretary, 
to decypher, and then to burn this letter; but 
whether he had been already gained by the 
court, or refolved at that time to betray his 
mafter, he difobeyed the latter part of the- order, 
and hid the letter, together with other treafon- 
able papers, under the duke’s own bed. 

Ridolphi, in a conference with Norfolk, omit- 
ted none of thofe arguments, and fpared none of 
thofe promifes, which are the ufual incentives to 
rebellion. The pope, he told him, had a great 
fum in readinefs to beftow in fo good a caufe. 
The duke of Alva had undertaken to land ten 
thoufand men not far from London. The ca- 
tholics to a man would rife in arms. Many of 
the nobles were ripe for a revolt, and wanted only 
a leader. .Half the nation had turned their eyes 
towards him, and called on him to revenge the 
unmerited injuries which he himfelf had fuffered; 
and to refcue an unfortunate queen, who offered 
him her hand and her crown, as the reward of 
his fuccefs. Norfolk approved of the defign, 
and though he refufed to give Ridolphi any letter 
of credit, allowed him to ufe his riame in negoti- 
ating with the pope and Alva b. The bifhop of 
Rofs, who, from the violence of his temper, and 
impatience to procure relief for his miltrefs, was 
apt to run into rafh and defperate deiigns, advifed 
the duke to affemble fecretly a few of his fol- 
lowers, and at once to feize Elizabeth’s perfon. 

Anderf, Hi. i 61. 
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But this the duke rejefted as a fcheme equally 
wild and hazardous. Meanwhile, the Englilh 
court had received fome imperfeft information of 
the plot [[AuguftJ, by intercepting one of Ri- 
dolphi’s agents; and an accident happened, 
which brought to light all the circumftances of 
it. The duke had employed Hickford to tranf- 
mit to lord Herries fome money, which was to 
be diftributed among Mary’s friends in Scotland. 
A perfon not in the fecret was intruded with 
conveying it to the borders, and he fufpefting 
it from the weight to be gold, whereas he had 
been told that it was filver, carried it diredlly to 
the privy council. The duke, his domeftics, 
and all who were privy, or could be fufpected 
of being privy, to the delign, were taken 
into cuftody. Never did the accomplices in 
a confpiracy difcover lefs firmnefs, or fervants 
betray an indulgent mafter with greater bafe- 
nefs [Sept. 7]. Every one confeffed the whole 
of what he knew. Hickford gave diredtions 
how to find the papers which he had hidden. 
The duke himfelf, relying at firil on the fidelity 
of his affociates, and believing all dangerous pa- 
pers to have been deitroyed, confidently alferted 
his own innocence ; but when their depofitions 
and the papers themfelves were produced, afto- 
niflied at their treachery, he acknowledged his 
guilt, and implored the queen’s mercy. His 
offence was too heinous, and too often repeated, 
to obtain pardon ; and Elizabeth thought it ne- 
ceffary to deter her fubjedts, by his punifhment, 
from holding correfpondence with the queen of 
Scots, or her emiffaries. Being tried by his 
peers, he was found guilty of high treafon. 
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and, after feveral delays, fuffered death for the 
crime c. 

The difcovery of this confpiracy produced 
many effedfs, extremely detrimental to Mary’s 
intereft. The bilhop of Rofs, who appeared, 
by the confeflion of all concerned, to be the 
prime mover in every cabal againil Elizabeth, 
was taken into cuftody, his papers fearched, 
himfelf committed to the Tower, treated with 
the utmoft rigour, threatened with capital pu- 
nifhment, and, after a long confinement, fet at 
liberty, on condition that he fhould leave the 
kingdom. Mary was not only deprived of a 
fervant, equally eminent for his zeal and his 
abilities, but was denied from that time the 
privilege of having an ambaffador at the Englifh 
court. The Spanifh ambaffador, whom the 
power and dignity of the prince he reprefented 
exempted from fuch infults as Rofs had fuffer- 
ed, was commanded to leave Englandd. As 
there was now the cleareft evidence that Mary, 
from refentment of the wrongs fhc had fuffered, 
and impatience of the captivity in which (he 
was held, would not fcruple to engage in the 
moil hoflile and defperate enterprifes againft 
the eftabliihed government and religion, fhe be- 
gan to be regarded as a public enemy, and was 
kept under a flrifter guard than formerly, the 
number of her domeftics was abridged, and no 
perfon permitted to fee her, but in prefence of 
her keepers®. 

At the fame time, Elizabeth, forefeeing the 
ftorm which was gathering on the continent 

c Anderf. ill. 149. State Trials, 185. 
11 Digges, 163. « Strype, Ann. ii. 50. 
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againft her kingdom, began to wiih that tran- 
quillity were reltored in Scotland ; and irritated 
by Mary’s late attempt againit her government, 
Ihe determined to aft, without difguife or am- 
biguity, in favour of the king’s party. This re- 
folution Ihe intimated to the leaders of both 
faftions [Oft. 23J. Mary, fhe told them, had 
held fuch a criminal correfpondence with her 
avowed enemies, and had excited fuch dangerous 
confpiracies both againft her crown and her life, 
that fhe would henceforth confider her as un- 
worthy of proteftion, and would never confent 
to reftore her to liberty, far lefs to replace her 
on her throne. She exhorted them, therefore, 
to unite in acknowledging the king’s authority. 
She promifed to procure by her mediation equit- 
able terms for thofe who had hitherto oppofed 
it. But if they ftill continued refraftory, ftie 
threatened to employ her utmoft power to com- 
pel them to fubmitf. Though this declaration 
did not produce an immediate effeft; though 
hoftilities continued in the neighbourhood of 
Edinburgh ; though Huntly’s brother, fir Adam 
Gordon, by his bravery and good conduft, had 
routed the king’s adherents in the North in many 
encounters; yet fuch an explicit difcovery of 
Elizabeth’s fentiments contributed not a little to 
animate one party, and to deprefs the fpirit and 
hopes of the other 

1572.] As Morton, who commanded the re- 
gent’s forces, lay at Leith, and Kirkaldy ftill 
held out the town and caftle of Edinburgh, 

f See Append. No.XXXVIJ. 
E Cald, ii, 289. 294. Strype, ii. 76. 
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fear a day pafled without a {kirmi(h ; and 
while both avoided any decifive aftion, they 
haraffed each other by attacking fmall parties* 
beating up quarters, and intercepting convoys. 
Thefe operations, though little memorable in 
themfelves, kept the paifions of both faftions in 
perpetual exercife and agitation, and wrought 
them up, at laft, to a degree of fury, which 
rendered them regardlefs not only of the laws 
of war, but of the principles of humanity. Nor 
was it in the field alone, and during the heat cf 
combat, that this implacable rage appeared; 
both parties hanged the prifoners which they 
took, of whatever rank or quality, without mercy, 
and without trial. Great numbers fufFered in 
this (hocking manner ; the unhappy viftims were 
led, by fifties at a time, to execution ; and it 
was not till both fides had fmarted feverely, that 
they difeontinued this barbarous praftice, fo re- 
proachful to the character of the nation h. Mean- 
while, thofe in the town and callle, though they 
had received a fupply of money from the duke 
of Alva *, began to fuffer for want of provifions. 
As Morton had deltroyed all the mills in the 
neighbourhood of the city, and had planted 
fmall garrifons in all the houfes of llrength 
around it, fcarcity daily increafed. At laft all 
the miferies of famine were felt, and they muft 
have been foon reduced to fuch extremities, as 
would have forced them to capitulate, if the 
Englifh and French ambafiadors had not pro- 
cured a fufpenfion of hoftilitics between the two 
parties k. 

Crawf. Man. 218. 220. i Cald. ii. 345. 11 lb. 346. 
Though 
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Though the negotiation for a marriage be- 

tween Elizabeth and the duke of Anjou had 
been fruitlefs, both Charles and fhe were defirous 
of concluding a defenfive alliance between the 
two crowns. He confidered fuch a treaty, not 
only as the beft device for blinding the proteit- 
ants, again ft whom the confpiracy was now al- 
moft ripe for execution ; but as a good precau- 
tion, likewife, againft- the dangerous confe- 
quences to which that atrocious meafure might 
expofe him. Elizabeth, who had hitherto reign- 
ed without a fingle ally, now faw her kingdom 
fo threatened with inteftine commotions, or ex- 
pofed to invafions from abroad, that Ihe was 
extremely felicitous to fecure the affilfance of fo 
powerful a neighbour. The difficulties arifing 
from the fituation of the Scottifh queen were 
the chief occafions of any delay. Charles de- 
manded fome terms of advantage for Mary and 
her party. Elizabeth refufed to liften to any 
propofition of that kind. Her obllinacy overcame 
the faint efforts of the French monarch. Mary’s 
name was not fo much as mentioned in the treaty; 
and with regard to Scottiih affairs, a fhort article 
was inferted [April nl, in general and ambigu- 
ous terms, to this purpofe: “ That the parties 
contrafting ffiall make no innovations in Scot- 
land ; nor fuffer any ftranger to enter, and to 
foment the factions there ; but it fhall be lawful 
for the queen of England to chaftife, by force of 
arms, thofe Scots who fhall continue to harbour 
the Englifh rebels now in Scotland K” In con- 
fequence of this treaty, France and England 

iDigges, 170. 191. Camien, 444. 
2 affedted 
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affected to aft in concert with regard to Scotland, 
and Le Croc and fir William Drury appeared 
there, in the name of their refpeftive fove- 
reigns. By their mediation, a truce for two 
months was agreed upon, and during that time 
conferences were to be held between the leaders 
of the oppofite factions, in order to accommo- 
date their differences and reftore peace to the 
kingdom. This truce afforded a feafonable in- 
terval of tranquillity to the queen’s adherents in 
the South: but in the North it proved fatal to 
her intereft. Sir Adam Gordon had {till main- 
tained his reputation and fuperiority there. 
Several parties, under different officers, were 
fent againft him. Some of them he attacked in 
the field ; againft others he employed ftratagem; 
and as his courage and conduft were equal, none 
of his enterprifes failed of fuccefs. He made 
war too with the humanity which became fo gal- 
lant a man, and gained ground by that, no lefs 
than by the terror of his arms. If he had not 
been obliged by the truce to fufpend his opera- 
tions, he would in all probability have brought 
that part of the kingdom to fubmit entirely to 
the queen’s authority m. 

Notwithftanding Gordon’s bravery and fuc- 
cefs, Mary’s intereft was on the decline, not 
only in her own kingdom, but among the 
Englifti. Nothing could be more offeniive to 
that nation, jealous of foreigners, and terrified 
at the profpeft of the Spanilh yoke, than her 
negotiations with the duke of Alva. The par- 
liament, which met in May, proceeded againft 

i” Crawf. Mem. 
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her as the moft dangerous enemy of the king- 
dom ; and after a folemn conference between the 
lords and commons, both houfes agreed in bring- 
ing in a bill to declare her guilty of high treafon, 
and to deprive her of all right of fuccefiion to 
the crown. This great caufe, as it was then 
called, occupied them during the whole feffion, 
and was carried bn with much unanimity. Eliza- 
beth, though {he applauded their zeal, and ap- 
proved greatly of the courfe they were taking, 
was fatisfied with (hewing Mary what (lie might 
expedt from the refentment of the nation ; but as 
(he did not yet think it time to proceed to the 
moft violent extremity againft her, (he prorogued 
the parliamentn. 

Thefe fevere proceedings of the Englifli par- 
liament were not more mortifying to Mary than 
the coldnefs andnegledf of her allies the French. 
The duke of Montmorency, indeed, who came 
over to ratify the league with Elizabeth, made 
a (hew of interefting himfelf in favour of the 
Scottifh queen ; but, inftead of foliciting for her 
liberty, or her reftoration to her throne, all that 
he demanded was a flight mitigation of the rigour 
of her imprifonment. Even this fmall requeft 
he urged with fo little warmth or importunity, 
that no regard was paid to it". 

The alliance with France afforded Elizabeth 
much fatisfadlion, and (he expected from it a 
great increafe of fecurity. She now turned her 
whole attention towards Scotland, where the 
animofities of the two factions were ftill fo high, 
and fo many interfering interefts to be adj lifted, 

O Jebb, ii. 51a. 
that 
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that a general pacification feemed to be at a great 
diltance. But while fhe laboured to bring, them 
to fome agreement, an event happened which 
filled a great part of Europe with aftonifhment 
and with horror. This was the maffacre of 
Paris; an attempt, to which there is no parallel 
in the hiftory of mankind, either for the long 
train of craft and diffimulation with which it was 
contrived, or for the cruelty and barbarity with 
which it was carried into execution. By the 
mofi folemn promifes of fafety and of favour, the 
leaders of the proteftants were drawn to court; 
and though doomed to deftrutlion, they were re- 
ceived with careffes, loaded with honours, and 
treated, for feven months, with every pofiible mark 
of familiarity and of confidence. In the midil of 
their fecurity, the warrant for their deftrudfion 
was iffued by their fovereign [Aug. R.y], on 
whofe word they had relied; and in obedience 
to it, their countrymen, their fellow-citizens, 
and companions, imbrued their hands in their 
blood. Ten thoufand proteftants, without dif- 
tidlion of age, or fex, or condition, were mur- 
dered in Paris alone. The fame barbarous 
orders were fent to other parts of the kingdom, 
and a like carnage enfued. This deed, which 
no popiih writer, in the prefent age, mentions 
without deteftation, was at that time applauded 
in Spain ; and at Rome folemn thankfgivings 
were offered to God for its fuccefs. But among 
the proteftants, it excited incredible horror; a 
ftriking pitture of which is drawn by the French 
ambaflador at the court of England, in his ac- 
count of his firft audience after the maffacre. 
“ A gloomy forrow,” fays he, “ fat on every 

face: 
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iace ; filence, as in the dead of night, reigned 
through all the chambers of the royal apart- 
ment ; the ladies and courtiers were ranged 
on each fide, all clad in deep mourning, and 
as I paft'ed through them, not one bellowed on 
me a civil look, or made the leall return to my 
falutes P.” 

But horror was not the only pafiion with which 
this event infpired the proteilants ; it filled them 
with fear. They coniidered it as the prelude to 
fome greater blow, and believed, not without 
much probability, that all the popiih princes had 
confpired the deitruftion of their feci. This opi- 
nion was of no fmall dilfervice to Mary's affairs 
in Scotland. Many of her adherents were pro- 
tellants ; and, though they wilhed lier reftoration, 
were not willing, on that account, to facrifice the 
faith which they profefied. They dreaded her 
attachment to a religion which allowed its vo- 
taries to violate the moll lolemn engagements, 
and prompted them to perpetrate the moll bar- 
barous crimes. A general confederacy of the 
protellants feemed to them the only thing that 
could uphold the reformation again!! the league 
which was formed to overturn it. Nor could the 
prefent ellablilhment of religion be long main- 
tained in Britain, but by a Uriel union with 
Elizabeth, and by the concurrence of both na- 
tions, in efpoufing the defence of it as a common 
caufe “h 

Encouraged by this general difpofition to place 
confidence in her, Elizabeth relumed a fcheme 
which Ihe had formed during the regency of the 

P Carte, iii. 521. q Diggcs, 244. 267. 
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earl of Murray, of fending Mary as a prifoner into 
Scotland. ■ But her fentiments and fituation were 
now very different from what they had been during 
her negotiation with Murray. Her animoiity 
againft the queen of Scots was greatly augmented, 
by recent experience, which taught her that fhe 
had inclination, as well as power, not only to 
diiturb the tranquillity of her reign, but to wrefb 
from her the crown ; the party in Scotland fa- 
vourable to Mary was almoft entirely broken j 
and there was no reafon to dread any danger from. 
France, which Hill continued to court her friend- 
Ihip. She aimed, accordingly, at fomething very 
different from that which fhe had in view three 
years before. Then fhe difcovered a laudable 
folicitude, not only for the fafety of Mary’s life, 
but for fecuring to her, treatment fuited to her 
rank. Now fhe required, as an exprefs con- 
dition, that immediately after Mary’s arrival ia 
Scotland, fhe fhould be brought to public trial ; 
and having no doubt that fentence would be 
palled according to her deferts, fhe infifted that, 
for the good of both kingdoms, it fhould be 
executed without delay r. No tranfaction, per- 
haps, in Elizabeth’s reign, merits more fevere 
cenfure. Eager to cut fhort the days of a rival, 
the object both of her hatred and dread, and no 
lefs anxious to avoid the blame to which fuch a 
deed of violence might expofe her, ihe laboured, 
with timid and ungenerous artifice, to transfer 
the odium of it from herfelf to Mary’s own 
fubje&s. The earl of Mar, happily for the ho- 
nour of his country, had more virtue than to 

r Murdin, 224, 
toh. ii. x liflea 
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liften to fuch an ignominious propofal; and Eliza- 
beth did not venture to renew it. 

While Ihe was engaged in purfuing this in- 
fidious meafure, the regent was more honour- 
ably employed in endeavouring to negotiate a 
general peace among his countrymen. As he 
laboured for this purpofe with the utmoll zeal, 
and the adverfe faction placed entire confidence 
in his integrity, his endeavours could hardly have 
failed of being fuccefsful. Maitland and Kirk- 
aldy came fo near to an agreement with him, 
that fcarce any thing remained, except the for- 
mality of figning the treaty. But Morton had 
not forgotten the difappointment he met with 
in his pietenlions to the regency ; his abilities, 
his wealth, and the patronage of the court of 
England, gave him greater fway with the party, 
than even the regent himfelf; and he took plea- 
fure in thwarting every meafure purfued by him. 
He was afraid that, if Maitland and his alfoci- 
ates recovered any fliare in the adminiilration, 
his own influence would be confiderably diminifli- 
ed ; and the regent, by their means, would ac- 
quire that afeendant which belonged to his fta- 
tion. With him concurred all thofe who were 
in poflefiion of the lands which belonged to any 
of the queen’s party. His ambition, and their 
avarice, frullrated the regent’s pious intentions, 
and retarded a blefling fo neceflary to the king- 
dom, as the eftablifhment of peace*. 

Such a difeovery of the felfiflmefs and ambi- 
tion which reigned among his party, made a deep 
imprtlhon on the regent, who loved his country, 

s Melv. 233. Crawf. Mem. 237. 
and 
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and wifhed for peace with much ardour. This 
inward grief broke his fpirit, and by degrees 
brought on a fettled melancholy, that ended in a 
diilemper, of which he died on the twenty-ninth 
of October. He was, perhaps, the only perfon 
in the kingdom who could have enjoyed the 
office of regent without envy, and have left it. 
without lofs of reputation. Notwithftanding 
their mutual animofities, both faftions acknow- 
ledged his views to be honourable, and his in- 
tegrity to be uncorruptedl. 

No competitor now appeared againft Morton. 
The queen of England powerfully fupported his 
claim, and notwithftanding the fears of the peo- 
ple, and the jealoufy of the nobles, he was elefted 
regent [November] ; the fourth who, in the fpace 
of five years, had held that dangerous office. 

As the truce had been prolonged to the firll 
of January, this gave him an opportunity of 
continuing the negotiations with the oppofite 
party, which had been fet on foot by his prede- 
cefibr. They produced no effefts, however, till 
the beginning of the next year. 

Before we proceed to thefe, fome events, hi- 
therto untouched, deferve our notice. 

The earl of Northumberland, who had been 
kept prifoner in Lochlevin ever fince his flight 
into Scotland in the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and fixty-nine, was given up to lord Hunf- 
don, governor of Berwick ; and being carried to 
York, fuffered there the puniffiment of his re- 
bellion. The king’s party were fo fenfible of 
their dependence on Elizabeth’s protection, that 

t Crawf. Mem. 241. 
T 2 it 
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it was fcarcely poffible for them to refufe put- 
ting into her hands a perfon who had taken up 
arms againil her ; but as a fum of money was 
paid on that account, and fhared between Mor- 
ton and Douglas of Lochlevin, the former of 
whom, during his exile in England, had been 
much indebted to Northumberland’s friendlhip, 
the abandoning this unhappy nobleman, in fuch 
a manner, to certain deftruftion, was univerfally 
condemned as a moll ungrateful and mercenary 
aftion u. 

This year was remarkable for a confiderable 
innovation in the government of the church. 
Soon after the reformation, the popilh biihops 
had been confirmed by law in polTeffion of part 
of their benefices ; but the fpiritual jurifdidtion, 
which belonged to their order, was exercifed by 
fuperintendants, though with more moderate au- 
thority. On the death of the archbifiiop of St. 
Andrew’s, Morton obtained from the crown a 
grant of the temporalities of that fee. But as it 
was thought indecent for a layman to hold a be- 
nefice to which the cure of fouls was annexed, he 
procured Douglas, reftor of the univerfity of St. 
Andrew’s, to be chofen archbilhop ; and, allot- 
ting him a fmall penfion out of the revenues 
of the fee, retained the remainder in his own 
hands. The nobles, who faw the advantages 
which they might reap irom fuch a practice, 
fupported him in the execution of his plan. It 
gave great offence, however, to the clergy, who, 
inflead of perpetuating an order whole name and 
power was odious to them, wifhed that the re- 

u Crawf. Mem. 55. 222. Camd. 445. 
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venues which had belonged to it might be 
employed in fupplying fuch parifhes as were ftill 
unprovided with fettled pallors. But, on the 
one hand, it would have been rafh in the clergy 
to have irritated too much noblemen, on whom 
the very exiilence of the proteftant church in 
Scotland depended; and Morton, on the other, 
conducted his fcheme with fuch dexterity, and 
managed them with fo much art, that it was at 
lall agreed, in a convention compofed of the 
leading men among the clergy, together with a 
committee of privy council, “ That the name and 
office of archbilhop and biffiop ffiould be con- 
tinued during the king’s minority, and thefe dig- 
nities be conferred upon the belt qualified among 
the proteftant minifters; but that, with regard 
to their fpiritual jurifdiftions, they ffiould be 
fubject to the general afiembly of the church.’* 
The rules to be obferved in their eleftion, and 
the perfons who were to fupply the place, and 
enjoy the privileges which belonged to the dean 
and chapter in times of popery, were likewife 
particularly fpecified *. The whole being laid 
before the general aflembly, after fome excep- 
tions to the name of archb'ijhop, dean, chapter. 
See. and a proteftation that it ffiould be con- 
fidered only as a temporary conftitution, until 
one more perfedl could be introduced, it ob- 
tained the approbation of that court y. Even 
Knox, who was prevented from attending the 
aflembly by the ill ftate of his health, though he 
declaimed loudly againft the fimoniacal paftion 
to which Douglas owed his preferment, and 

* Cald, ii. 303. 
T 3 
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blamed the nomination of a perfon worn out with 
age and infirmities, to an office which required 
unimpaired vigour both of body and mind, feems 
not to have condemned the proceedings of the 
convention ; and, in a letter to the afl'embly, ap- 
proved of fome of their regulations with refpe6l 
to the eledtion of biffiops, as worthy of being 
carefully obferved z. In confequence of the ai- 
fembly’s confent to the plan agreed upon in the 
convention, Douglas was initalled in his office, 
and at the fame time an archbiihop of Glafgow 
and a biffiop of Dunkeld were chofen Irom among 
the proteflant clergy. They were all admitted 
to the place in parliament, which belonged to 
the ecclefiaftical order. But, in imitation of the 
example fet by Morton, fuch bargains were made 
with them by different noblemen, as gave them 
poffeffion only of a very fmall part of the revenues 
belonging to their fees a. 

Soon after the diffolution of this affembly, 
Knox, the prime inftrument of fpreading and 
eflablifhing the reformed religion in Scotland, 
ended his life [Nov. 27], in the fixty-feventh 
year of his age. Zeal, intrepidity, difinterefted- 
nefs, were virtues which he poffeffed in an emi- 
nent degree. He was acquainted too with the 
learning cultivated among divines in that age; 
and excelled in that fpecies of eloquence which 
Is calculated to route and to inflameb. His 

maxims, 

3 See Appendix, No. XXXVIII. a Spotfw. 261. 
b A ftriking defeription of that fpecie; of eloquence for 

which Knox was diftinguilhed, is given by one of his con- 
temporaries, Mr. James Melville, minifter of Anllruther. 
** But of all the benelites I had that year [1571], was the 
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maxims, however, were often too fevere, and 
the impetuofity of his temper exceffive. Rigid 
and uncomplying himfelf, he Ihewed no indul- 
gence to the infirmities of others. Regardlefs of 
the diftin&ions of rank and charafter, he uttered 
his admonitions with an acrimony and vehemence, 
more apt to irritate than to reclaim. This often 
betrayed him into indecent and undutiful expref- 
fions with refpeft to the queen’s perfon and con- 
duit. Thofe very qualities, however, which now 
render his character lefs amiable, fitted him to be 
the inftrument of Providence for advancing the 
reformation among a fierce people, and enabled 
him to face dangers, and to furmount oppofition, 
from which a perfon of a more gentle fpirit 
would have been apt to {brink back. By an un» 

coming of that moft notible Prophet and Apoftle of our na- 
tion, Mr. John Knox, to St. Andrew’s, who, by the fa&ion 
of the queen occupying the cattle and town of Edinburgh, was 
compelled to remove therefra with a number of the belt, and 
chufed to come to St. Andrews. 1 heard him teach there the 
prophecies of Daniel that fummer and the winter following, 
1 had my pen and little buike, and took away ftc things as i 
could comprehend. In the opening of his text he was mo- 
derate the f| ace of half an hour; but when he entered to 
application, he made mefoto grue [thrill] and tremble that I 
•could not hald the pen to write. He was very weak. I 
faw him every day of his dodfrine go hulie [(lowly] and fair, 
with a furring of marticks about his neck, a ftaff in the one 
hand, and good godlie Richart Ballanden holding him up by 
the oxter [under the arm], from the abbey to the parilh kirk ; 
and he the faid Richart and another fervant lifted him up 
to the pulpit, where he behoved to lean at his fir it entrie; 
but e’re he was done with his fermon, he was fo adfive and 
vigorous, that he was like to ding the pulpit in blads [beat the 
pulpit to pieces], and fly out of it.” MS. Life of Mr. James 
Melville, communicated to me by Mr. Paton of the Cuftom- 
fioufe, Edinburgh, p, 14, 21, 

wearied 



212 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. VI. 

wearied application to ftudy and to bufinefs, as 
well as by the frequency and fervour of his pub- 
lic difcourfes, he had worn out a conftitution na- 
turally robuft. During a lingering illnefs he dif- 
covered the utmoft fortitude ; and met the ap- 
proaches of death with a magnanimityinfeparable 
from his character. He was conftantly employed 
in a&s of devotion, and comforted himfelf with 
thofe profpects of immortality which not only 
preferve good men from defponding, but fill them 
with exultation in their laft moments. The earl 
of Morton, who was prefent at his funeral, pro- 
nounced his eulogium in a few words, the more 
honourable for Knox, as they came from one 
whom he had often cenfured with peculiar fe- 
verity: “ There lies He, who never feared the 
face of man b.” 

I5730 Though Morton did not defire peace 
from fuch generous motives as the former regent, 
he laboured, however, in good earneft, to elta- 
blifh it. The public confufions and calamities, 
to which he owed his power and importance when 
he was the only fecond perfon in the nation, were 
extremely detrimental to him, now that he was 
raifed to be the firft. While fo many of the no- 
bles continued in arms againft him, his authority 
as regent was partial, feeble, and precarious. 
Elizabeth was no lefs defirous of extinguilhing 
the flame which fhe had kindled and kept fo 
long alive in Scotlandc. She had difcovered the 
alliance with France, from which (he had ex- 
pected fuch advantages, to be no foundation of 
lecurity. Though appearances of friendfhip ftill 

l> Spotf. 266. Cald. ii. 271. c Digges, 299. 
^ “ fublilted 
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fubfifted between her and that court, and Charles 
daily renewed his proteftations of inviolable ad- 
herence to the treaty, (lie was convinced, by fatal 
example, how little ihe ought to rely on the 
promiles or oaths of that perfidious monarch. 
Her ambaffador warned her that the French held 
fecret correfpondence with Mary’s adherents in 
Scotland, and encouraged them in their obfti- 
nacyd. The duke of Alva carried on his in- 
trigues in that kingdom with lefs difguife. She 
was perfuaded that they would embrace the iirft 
ferene interval, which the commotions in France 
and in the Netherlands would allow them, and 
openly attempt to land a body of men in Scotland. 
She refolved, therefore, to prevent their getting 
any footing in the ifland, and to cut off all their 
hopes of finding any affiftance there, by uniting 
the two parties. 

The fit nation of Mary’s adherents enabled the 
regent to carry on his negotiations with them to 
great advantage. They were now divided into 
two factions. At the head of the one were Cha- 
telherault and Huntly. Maitland and Kirkaldy 
were the leaders of the other. Their high rank, 
their extenfive property, and the numbers of 
their followers, rendered the former confiderable. 
The latter were indebted for their importance 
to their perfonal abilities, and to the ftrength of 
the caftle of Edinburgh, which was in their pof- 
ieffion. The regent had no intention to com- 
prehend both in the fame treaty; but as he 
dreaded that the queen’s party, if it remained en- 
tire, would be able to thwart and embarrafs his 

<1 Dirges, 296. 312. 
admin!" 
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adminiflration, he refolved to divide and weaken 
it, by a feparate negotiation. He made thefirft 
overture to Kirkaldy and his affociates, and en- 
deavoured to renew the negotiation with them, 
which, during the life of his predeceffor, had 
been broken off by his owu artifices. But 
Kirkaldy knew Morton’s views, and fyftem of 
government, to be very different from thofe of 
the former regent. Maitland confidered him as 
a perfonal and implacable enemy. They received 
repeated affurances of protection from France ; 
and though the fiege of Rochelle employed the 
French arms at that time, the fame hopes, which 
had fo often deceived the party, ftill amufed 
them, and they expedted that the obftinacy of 
the hugonots would foon be fubdued, and that 
Charles would then be at liberty to adt with vi- 
gour in Scotland. Meanwile, a fupply of money 
was fent, and if the caftle could be held out till 
Whitfunday, effedlual aid was promifed e. Mait- 
land’s genius delighted in forming fchemes that 
were dangerous; and Kirkaldy pofTeffed the in- 
trepidity neceffary for putting them in execution. 
The caflle, they knew, was fo fituated, that it 
might defy all the regent’s power. Elizabeth, 
they hoped, would not violate the treaty with 
France, by fending forces to his afiiftance ; and 
if the French fhould be able to land any con- 
fiderable body of men, it might be poffible to de- 
liver the queen from captivity, or at leaft to 
balance the influence of France and England in 
fuch a manner, as to refcue Scotland from the 
difhonourable dependence upon the latter, under 

e Digges, 314. 
which 
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which it had fallen. This fplendid but chimeri- 
cal project they preferred to the friendfhip of 
Morton. They encouraged the negotiation, 
however, becaufe it ferved to gain time ; they 
propofed, tor the fame purpofe, that the whole 
of the queen’s party ihould be comprehended in 
it, and that Kirkaldy fhould retain the command 
of the cattle fix months after the treaty was 
figned. His intereft prompted the regent to 
reject the former; his penetration difcovered the 
danger of complying with the latter ; and all 
hopes of accommodation vanithed f. 

As foon as the truce expired, Kirkaldy began 
to fire on the city of Edinburgh, which, by the 
return of the inhabitants whom he had expelled, 
was devoted as zealoufiy as ever to the king’s 
caufe. But as the regent had now fet on foot 
a treaty with Chatelherault and Huntly, the 
ceflation of arms ilill continued with them. 

They were lefs fcrupulous than the other par- 
ty, and liftened eagerly to his overtures. The 
duke was naturally uniteady, and the. approach 
of old age increafed his irrefolution, and averfion 
to adfion. The miferies of civil difeord had 
afflicted Scotland almoft five years, a length of 
time far beyond the duration of any former con- 
teft. The war, inllead of doing fervice, had been 
detrimental to the queen ; and more ruinous than 
any foreign invafion to the kingdom. In profecut- 
ing it, neither party had gained much honour ; 
both had fuffered great Ioffes ; and had exhaufted 
their own eftates, in waiting thofe of their ad- 
verfaries. The commons were in the utmoft 

f Melv. 235, Set, 
mifery, 
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niifery, and longed ardently for a peace which 
might terminate this fmitlefs but deftruttive 
quarrel. 

A great ftep was taken towards this defirable 
event, by the treaty concluded at Perth [Feb. 
23], between the regent on one hand, and Cha- 
telherault and Huntly on the other, under the 
mediation of Killegrew, Elizabeth’s ambaf- 
fadorS. The chief articles in it were thefe ; 
that all the parties comprehended in the treaty 
ftiould declare their approbation of the reformed 
religion, now eftablifhed in the kingdom ; that 
they fhould fubmit to the king’s government, 
and own Morton’s authority as regent; that 
they fhould acknowledge every thing done in 
oppofition to the king, iince his coronation, to 
be illegal; that on both fides the prifoners who 
had been taken fhould be fet at liberty, and the 
eftates which had been forfeited fhould be re^ 
ftored to their proper owners; that the aft of 
attainder palfed againft the queen’s adherents 
fhould be repealed, and indemnity granted for 
nil the crimes of which they had been guilty 
fmce the fifteenth of June one thoufand five 
hundred and fixty-feven ; and that the treaty 
fhould be ratified by the common confent of 
both parties in parliament h. 

Kirkaldy, though abandoned by his affociates, 
who neither difcovered folicitude nor made pro- 
vifion for his fafety, did not lofe courage, nor 
entertain any thoughts of accommodation 

Though 

8 See Append. No. XXXIX. h Crawf. Mem. 251. 
> Melvil, whofe brother,, fir Robert, was one of thole 

who joined with Kirkaidy in tht defence of the caltle, and 
who 
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Though all Scotland had now fubmitted to the 
king, he dill refolved to defend the caftle in the 
queen’s name, and to wait the arrival of the 
promifed fuccours. The • regent was in want of 
every thing neceffary for carrying on a fiege. 
But Elizabeth, who determined at any rate to 
bring the diflenfions in Scotland to a period, 
before the French could find leifure to take part 
in the quarrel, foon afforded him fufficient fup- 
plies. Sir William Drury marched into Scot- 
land with fifteen hundred foot, and a confider- 
able train of artillery. The regent joined him 
with all his forces [April 25] ; and trenches 
were opened, and approaches regularly carried 
on againft the caftle. Kirkaldy, though dif- 
couraged by the lofs of a great fum of money, 
remitted to him from f ranee, and which fell into- 
the regent’s hands through the treachery of fir 
James Balfour, the moft corrupt man of that 
age, defended himfelf with bravery, augmented 
by defpair. Three-and-thirty days he refilled 
all the efforts of the Scotch and Englilh, who 
pulhed on their attacks with courage and with 

who was himfelf ftrongly attached to their party, aflirts that 
Kiikaldy oft'ered to accept of any reafonable terms of com- 
pofition, but that all his offers were rejefted by the regent. 
.Melir. 240. But as Elizabeth was, at that time, extremely 
defirous of reftoring peace in Scotland, and her ambaffador 
Killegrew, as well as the earl of Rothes, ufed their utmoft 
endeavours to perfuade Kirkaldy to accede to the treaty of 
Perth, it feems more credible to impute the continuance of 
hotlilities to Kirkaldy’s obllinacy, his diftrull of Morton, or 
his hope of foreign aid, than to any other caufe. 

That this was really the cafe, is evident from the polities 
teftimony of Spotfw. 269, 170. Camd. 443. Johnft. 
Hill. 3, 4. Digges, 334. Crawford’s account agrees, in 
the main, with theirs, Mem. 263, 
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emulation. Nor did he demand a parly, till the 
fortifications were battered down, and one of 
the wells in the caftle dried up, and the other 
choaked with rubbifh. Even then, his fpirit 
was unfubdued, and he determined rather to fall 
glorioufly behind the lail intrenchment, than to 
yield to his inveterate enemies. But his gar- 
rifon was not animated with the fame heroic or 
defperate refolution, and, rifing in a mutiny, 
forced him to capitulate. He furrendered him- 
felf to Drury [May 29], who promifed, in the 
name of his miftrefs, that he ihould be favour- 
ably treated. Together with him, James Kir- 
kaldy his brother, lord Home, Maitland, fir 
Robert Melvil, a few citizens of Edinburgh, 
and about one hundred and fixty foldiers, were 
made prifonersk. 

Several of the officers, who had been kept in 
pay during the war, prevailed on their men to 
accompany them into the Low-countries, and 
entering into the fervice of the States, added, by 
their gallant behaviour, to the reputation for 
military virtue, which has always been the cha» 
raCteriltic of the Scottiffi nation. 

Thus by the treaty with Chatelherault and 
Huntly, and the furrender of the caftle, the 
civil wrars in Scotland were brought to a period. 
When we review the ftate of the nation, and 
compare the ftrength of the two factions, Ma- 
ry’s partifans among the nobles appear, mani- 
feftly, to have been fuperior both in numbers 
and in power. But thefe advantages were more 
than counterbalanced by others, which their 

fc Cald, ii. 408. Melv. 240. Crawf. Mem. 265. 
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antagonifts enjoyed. Political abilities, military 
(kill, and all the talents which times of action 
form, or call forth, appeared chiefly on the 
king’s fide. Nor could their enemies boafl: of 
any man, who equalled the intrepidity of Mur- 
ray, tempered with wifdom ; the profound faga- 
city of Morton; the fubtle genius, and in- 
finuating addrefs, of Maitland ; or the fuccefsful 
valour of Kirkaldy; all of which were, at firit, 
employed in laying the foundations of the king’s 
authority. On the one fide, meafures were 
concerted with prudence, and executed with 
vigour; on the other, their refolutions were 
rafh, and their conduct feeble. The people, 
animated with ?.eal for religion, and prompted 
by indignation againft the queen, warmly fup- 
ported the king’s caufe. The clergy threw the 
whole weight of their popularity into the fame 
feale. By means of thefe, as well as by the 
powerful interpofition of England, the king’s 
government was finally eftablifhed. Mary loft 
even that ftiadow of fovereignty, which, amidft 
all her fufferings, {he had hitherto retained 
among part of her own fubjefts. As (he was 
no longer permitted to have an ambaffador at 
the court of England, the only mark of dignity 
vtdiich file had, for fome time, enjoyed there, 
Ihe muft henceforth be confidered as an exile 
ftripped of all the enfigns of royalty; guarded 
with anxiety in the one kingdom, and totally 
deferted or forgotten in the other. 

Kirkaldy and his aflbeiates remained in Dru- 
ry’s cuftody, and were treated by him with great 
humanity, until the queen of England, whofe 
prifoners they were, Ihould determine their fate. 

u 2 Morton 
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Morton infilled that they fliould fuffer the 
punifhment due to their rebellion and obllinacy; 
and declared that, fo long as they were allowed 
to live, he did not reckon his own perfon or 
authority fecure; and Elizabeth, without re- 
garding Drury’s honour, or his promifes in her 
name, gave them up to the regent’s difpofal. 
He firll confined them in feparate prifons ; and 
foon after [Augult 3], with Elizabeth’s con- 
fent, condemned Kirkaldy, and his brother, to 
be hanged at the crofs of Edinburgh. Mait- 
land, who did not expedl to be treated more 
favourably, prevented the ignominy of a public 
execution, by a voluntary death, and “ ended 
“ his days,” fays Melvil, “ after the old Roman 
« falhion h” 

While the regent was wreaking his vengeance 
on the remains of her party in Scotland, Mary, 
incapable of affording them any relief, bewailed 
their misfortunes in the folitude of her prifon. 
At the fame time her health began to be much 
impaired by confinement and want of exercife. 
At the entreaty of the French ambafl'ador, lord 
Shrewfhury, her keeper, was permitted to con- 
du£t her to Buxton-wells, not far from Tuth- 
bury, the place of her imprifonment. Cecil, 
who lately had been created baron of Burleigh, 
and lord high treafurer of England, happened 
to be there at the fame time. Though no 
miniller ever entered more warmly into the 
views of a fovereign, or gave ftronger proofs of 
his fidelity and attachment, than this great man, 
yet fuch was Elizabeth’s diflruil of every per- 

1 Melv. 2^2. 
fon 
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fon who approached the queen of Scots, that 
her fufpicions, in confequence of this interview, 
feem to have extended even to him ; and, while 
Mary juftly reckoned him her moll dangerous 
enemy, he found fome difficulty in perfuading 
his own miftrefs that he was not partial to that 
unhappy queen m. 

The duke of Alva was this year recalled from 
the government of the Netherlands, where his 
haughty and oppreffive adminiftration roufed a 
fpirit, in attempting to fubdue which, Spain 
exhaufted its treafures, ruined its armies, and 
loll its glory. Requefens, who fucceeded him, 
was of a milder temper, and of a lefs enter- 
prifing genius. This event delivered Elizabeth 
from the perpetual difquietude, occafioned by 
Alva’s negotiations with the Scottilh queen, 
and his zeal for her interell. 

1574.] Though Scotland was now fettled in 
profound peace, many of the evils which ac- 
company civil war were Hill felt. The reilraints 
of law, which, in times of public confufion, are 
little regarded even by civilized nations, were 
totally defpifed by a fierce people, unaccullomed 
to a regular adminillration of jullice. The dif- 
orders in every corner of the kingdom were 
become intolerable; and, under the protedlion 
of the one or the other faftion, crimes of every 
kind were committed with impunity. The re- 
gent fet himfelf to redrefs thefe, and by his 
indullry and vigour, order and fecurity were re- 
ellablilhed in the kingdom. But he loll the 
reputation due to this important fervice, by the 

in Strype, ii. 248. 288. 
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avarice which he difcovered in performing it; 
and his own exactions became more pernicious 
to the nation that? all the irregularities which he 
reftrained,1. Spies and informers were every 
where employed; the remembrance of old of- 
fences was revived j imaginary crimes were in- 
vented ; petty trefpaffes were aggravated ; and 
delinquents were forced to compound for their 
lives, by the payment of exorbitant fines. At 
the fame time the current coin was debafed”; 
licences were fold for carrying on prohibited 
branches of commerce; ufual taxes were im- 
pofed on commodities; and all the refinements 
in opprefiion, from which nations fo imperfectly 
polilhed as the Scots are ufually exempted, were 
put in practice. None of thefe were complained 
of more loudly, or with greater reafon, than his 
injultice towards the church. The thirds of 
benefices, out of which the clergy received their 
fubfiftence, had always been flowly and irregu- 
larly paid to colle&ors appointed by the general 
affembly ; and, during the civil wars, no payment 
could be obtained in feveral parts of the king- 

n See Append. No. XL. 
° The corruption of the coin, during Morton’s admini- 

ftration, was very great. Although the quantity of current 
money coined out of u pound of bullion was gradually in- 
creafed by former princes, the fraudard or finenefs fuffered 
little alteration, and the mixture of alloy was nearly the 
fame with what is now ufed. But Morton mixed a fourth 
part of alloy with every pound of filver, and funk, by con- 
fequence, the value of coin in proportion. In the year 
1581, all the money coined by him was called in, and ap- 
pointed to be recoined. The ilandard was relicred to the 
fame purity as formerly. Rudditn. Piffif. to Anderf. 
Diplom. p. 74. 

dom. 
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dom. Under colour of redreffing this grievance, 
and upon a promife of afligning every minifter a 
ftipend within his own parifh, the regent ex- 
torted from the church the thirds to which they 
had right by law. But the clergy, inllead of 
reaping any advantage from this alteration, 
found that payments became more irregular and 
dilatory than ever. One miniller was com- 
monly burdened with the care of four or five 
pariflies, a pitiful falary was allotted him, and 
the regent’s infatiable avarice feized on the reit 
of the fundP. 

The death of Charles IX. which happened 
this year, was a new misfortune to the Scottifh 
queen. Henry III. who fucceeded him, had 
not the fame attachment to her perfon ; and his 
jealoufy of the houfe of Guife, and obfequiouf- 
nefs to the queen mother, greatly alienated him 
from her intereft. 

The death of the duke of Chatelherault 
[Jan. 22, 1575] muftlikewife be confidered as 
fome lofs to Mary. As the parliament had 
frequently declared him next heir to the crown, 
this entitled him to great refpedt among his 
countrymen, and enabled him, more than any 
other perfon in the kingdom, to counterbalance 
the regent’s power. 

Soon after, at one of the ufual interviews be- 
tween the wardens of the Scottifh and Englifh 
marches, a fcuffle happened, in which the Englith 
were worded; a few killed on the fpot; and fir 
James Forrefler, the warden, with feveral gentle- 
men who attended him, taken prifoners. But both 

P Crawf, M«m. 272, Spotf. 272. Cald. ii. 420.427. 
Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth and the regent were too fenfible of the 
advantage which refulted from the good under- 
ftanding that fubfifted between the two king- 
doms, to allow this flight accident to interrupt it. 

The domeftic tranquillity of the kingdom 
was in fome danger of being difturbed by an- 
other caufe. Though the perfons raifed to the 
dignity of bilhops poffelfed very fmall revenues, 
and a very moderate degree of power, the 
clergy, to whom the regent and all his meafures 
were become extremely odious, began to be 
jealous of that order. Knowing that corrup- 
tions fteal into the church gradually, under 
honourable names, and upon decent pretences, 
they were afraid that, from fuch fmall begin- 
nings, the hierarchy might grow in time to be 
as powerful and oppreffive as ever. The chief 
author of thefe fufpicions was Mr. Andrew 
Melvil, a man diftinguifhed by his uncommon 
erudition, by the feverity of his manners, and 
the intrepidity of his mind. But, bred up in 
the retirement of a college, he was unacquainted 
with the arts of life; and being more attentive 
to the ends which he purfued, than to the 
means which he employed for promoting them, 
he often defeated laudable deiigns, by the im- 
petuofity and imprudence with which he carried 
them on. A queftion was moved by him in the 
aflembly, “ whether the office of bifhop, as 
now exercifed in the kingdom, were agreeable 
to the word of God ?” In the ecclefiaftical 
judicatories, continual complaints were made of 
the biihops for negledl of duty, many of which 
their known remiffnefs too well juflified. The 
bilhop of Dunkeld, being accufed of dilapidat- 

ing 
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ing his benefice, was found guilty by the af- 
fembly. The regent, inftead of checking, con- 
nived at thefe difputes about ecclefialtical go- 
vernment, as they diverted the zeal of the 
clergy from attending to his daily encroachments 
on the patrimony of the church 9. 

1576.] The weight of the regent’s oppreflive 
adminiftration had, hitherto, fallen chiefly on 
thofe in the lower and middle rank; but he 
began now to take fuch fteps as convinced the 
nobles, that their dignity would not long exempt 
them from feeling the e{lefts of his power. An 
accident, which was a frequent caufe of dif- 
fenfion among the Scottifli nobles, occafioned a 
difference between the earls of Argyll and 
Athol. A vaflal of the former had made fome 
depredations on the lands of the latter. Athol 
took arms to punilh the offender; Argyll, to 
proteft him ; and this ignoble quarrel they were 
ready to decide in the field, when the regent, 
by interpofing his authority, obliged them to 
difband their forces. Both of them had been 
guilty of irregularities, which, though common, 
were contrary to the letter of the law. Of 
thefe the regent took advantage, and refolved 
to found on them a charge of treafon. This 
defign was revealed to the two earls by one of 
Morton’s retainers. The common danger, to 
which they were expofed, compelled them to 
forget old quarrels, and to unite in a clofe 
confederacy for their mutual defence. Their 

I junftion rendered them formidable ; they de- 
fpifed the fummons which the regent gave them 

9 C»ld. AfTcmblies, 1574, &c. Johnft. Hift. 15. 
to 
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to appear before a court of juft ice ; and he was 
obliged to defift from any further profecution. 
But the injury he intended made a deep im- 
preffion on their minds, and drew upon him 
fevere vengeancer. 

Nor was he more fuccefsful in an attempt 
which he made, to load lord Claud Hamilton 
with the guilt of haying formed a confpiracy 
againft his life. Though thofe who were fup- 
pofed to be his accomplices, were feized and 
tortured, no evidence of any thing criminal 
appeared; but, on the contrary, many circum- 
fiances dilcovered his innocence, as well as the 
regent’s fecret views, in imputing to him fuch 
an odious deligns. 

1577.] The Scottifti nobles, who were almoft 
equal to their monarchs in power, and treated 
by them with much diftinction, obferved thefe 
arbitrary proceedings of a regent with the 
utmoft indignation. The people, who, under a 
form of government extremely fimple, had been 
little accuftomed to the burden of taxes, com- 
plained loudly of the regent’s rapacity. And 
all began to turn their eyes towards the young : 
Icing, from whom they expected the redrefs of 1 
all their grievances, and the return of a more 
gentle and more equal adminiftration. 

James was now in the twelfth year of his age. 
The queen, foon after his birth, had committed 
him to the care of the earl of Mar, and during 
the civil wars he had refided fecurely in the 
caftle of Stirling. Alexander Erlkine, that ; 

nobleman’s brother, had the chief direction of 

r Crawf. Mem. 285; * Ibid. 287. _ j 
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his education. Under him, the famous Buchanan 
afied as preceptor, together with three other 
mailers, the moil eminent the nation afforded 
for fkill in thofe fciences which were deemed 
neceffary for a prince. As the young king 
fhewed an uncommon paihon for learning, and 
made great progrefs in it, the Scots fancied that 
they already diicovered in him all thofe virtues 
which the fondnefs or credulity of fubjecls 
ufually afcribe to princes during their minority. 
But as James was Hill far from that age at which 
the law permitted him to aifume the reins of 
government, the regent did not fufficiently 
attend to the fentiments of the people, nor 
refleft how naturally thefe prejudices in his 
favour might encourage the king to anticipate 
that period. He not only neglefted to fecure 
the iriendiliip of thofe who were about the 
king’s perfon, and who poifeiTed his ear, but 
had even exafperated fome of them by perfonal 
injuries. Their refentment concurred with the 
ambition of others, in infuiing into the king 
early fufpicions of Morton’s power and defigns. 
A king, they told him, had often reafon to fear, 
feldom to love, a regent. Prompted by ambi- 
tion, and by intereft, he wonld endeavour to 
keep the prince in perpetual infancy, at a dif- 
tance from his fubjefts, and unacquainted with 
bufmefs. A fmall degree of vigour, however, 
was i’uflicient to break the yoke. Subjedls 
naturally reverence their fovereign, and become 
impatient of the temporary and delegated jurif- 
diction of a regent. Morton had governed with 
rigour unknown to the ancient monarchs of 
Scotland. The nation groaned under his oppref- 

iionSf 
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lions, and would welcome the firft: profpeft of 
a milder adminillration. At prefent the king’s 
name was hardly mentioned in Scotland, his 
friends were without influence, and his favourites 
without honour. But one effort would difeover 
Morton’s power to be as feeble as it was ar- 
bitrary. The fame attempt would put himfelf 
in pofleffion of his juft authority, and refeue 
the nation from intolerable tyranny. If he did 
not regard his own rights as a king, let him 
liften, at leaft, to the cries of his people 

Thefe fuggeftibns made a deep impreflion oil 
the young king, who was trained up in an 
opinion that he was born to command. His 
approbation of the defign, however, was of 
fmall confequence, without the concurrence of 
the nobles. The earls of Argyll and Athol, 
two of the moft powerful of that body, were 
animated with implacable refentment againft 
the regent. To them the cabal in Stirling- 
caftle communicated the plot which was on 
foot; and they entering warmly into it, Alex- 
ander Erfkine, who, iince the death of his 
brother, and during the minority of his nephew, 
had the command of that fort, and the cuftody 
of the king’s perfon, admitted them fecretly 
into the king’s prefence. They gave him the 
fame account of the mifery of his fubjefts, under 
the regent’s arbitrary adminiftration ; they com- 
plained loudly of the injuftice with which them- 
felves had been treated, and befought the king, 
as the only means for redrefiing the grievances 
of the nation, to call a council of all the nobles. 

t Melvil, 24.9. 
James 
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James confented, and letters were iffued in his 
name for that purpofe ; but the two earls took 
care that they fhould be fent only to fuch as 
were known to bear no good will to Morton u. 

The number of thefe was, however, fo con- 
fiderable, that on the day appointed, far the 
greater part of the nobles affembled at Stirling; 
and fo highly were they incenfed againll Mor- 
ton, that although, on receiving intelligence of 
Argyll and Athol’s interview with the king, he 
had made a feint as if he would reiign the re- 
gency, they advifedthe king [March 24, 1578], 
without regarding this offer, to deprive him of 
his office, and to take the adminiftration of go- 
vernment into his own hands. Lord Glamis the 
chancellor, and Herries, were appointed to 
fignify this refolution to Morton, who was at 
that time in Dalkeith, his ufual place of refi- 
dence. Nothing could equal the joy with which 
this unexpected refolution filled the nation, but 
the furprife occafioned by the feeming alacrity 
with which the regent defcended from fo high 
a ftation. He neither wanted fagacity to forefee 
the danger of religning, nor inclination to keep 
poffeffion of an office, for the expiration of 
which the law had fixed fo diftant a term. But 
all the fources whence the faCtion of which he 
was head derived their ftrength, had either failed, 
or now fupplied his adverfaries with the means 
of humbling him. The commons, the city of 
Edinburgh, the clergy, were all totally alienated 
from him, by his multiplied oppreffions. Eliza- 
beth, having lately bound herfelf by treaty, to 

u Spotf. 278, 
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fend a confiderable body of troops to the afiift- 
ance of the inhabitants of the Netherlands, who 
were ftruggling for liberty, had little leifure to 
attend to the affairs of Scotland ; and as (he had 
nothing to dread from France, in whofe councils 
the princes of Lorrain had not at that time 
much influence, fire was not difpleafed, perhaps, 
at the birth of new faftions in the kingdom. 
Even thofe nobles, who had long been joined 
with Morton in faction, or whom he had at- 
tached to his perfon by benefits, Glamis, Lind- 
fay, Ruthven, Pitcairn the fecretary, Murray 
of Tillibardin comptroller, all deferted his fall- 
ing fortunes, and appeared in the council at 
Stirling. So many concurring circumflances 
convinced Morton of his own weaknefs, and 
determined him to give way to a torrent, which 
was too impetuous to be refitted. He attended 
the chancellor and Herries to Edinburgh 
[March 12]; was prefent when the king’s ac- 
ceptance of the government was proclaimed ; 
and, in the prefence of the people, furrendered 
to the king all the authority to which he had 
any claim in virtue of his office. This cere- 
mony was accompanied with fuch exceffive joy 
and acclamations of the multitude, as added, no 
doubt, to the anguifh which an ambitious fpirit 
mutt feel, when compelled to renounce fupreme 
Eower; and convinced Morton how entirely he 

ad loft the affedh’ons of his countrymen. He 
obtained, however, from the king an adl con- 
taining the approbation of every thing done by 
him in the exercife of his office, and a pardon, 
in the moft ample form that his fear or caution 
could devife, of all paft offences, crimes, and 

treafons. 
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treafons. The nobles, who adhered to the king, 
bound themfelves under a great penalty,to procure 
the ratification of this adf in the fiidt parliament x. 

A council of twelve peers was appointed to 
afiift the king in the adminiltration of affairs. 
Morton, defected by his own party, and unable 
to ft.ruggle with the faction which governed ab- 
folutely at court, retired to one of his feats, and 
feemed to enjoy the tranquillity, and to be oc- 
cupied only in the amufements of a country life. 
His mind, however, was deeply difquieted with 
all the uneafy reflections which accompany dif- 
appointed ambition, and intent on fchemes for 
recovering his former grandeur. Even in this 
1 etreat, which the people called the Lion’s den% 

his wealth and abilities rendered him formidable ; 
and the new counfellors were fo imprudent as to 
roufe him, by the precipitancy with which they 
haftened to ftrip him of all the remains of power. 
They required him to furrender the caftle of 
Edinburgh, which was ftill in his poffeflion. 
He refufed at firft to do fo, and began to pre- 
pare for its defence; but the citizens of Edin- 
burgh having taken arms, and repulfed part of 
the garrifon, which was fent out to guard a 
convoy of provifions, he was obliged to give up 
that important fortrefs without reliltance. This 
encouraged his adverfaries to call a parliament to 
meet at Edinburgh, and to multiply their de- 
mands upon him, in fuch a manner, as convinced 
him that nothing lefs than his utter ruin would 
fatisfy their inveterate hatred. 

Their power and popularity, however, began 
already to decline. The chancellor, the ableft 

Spotfw. 278. Crawf. Mem. 289. Cald. ii. 522. 
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and moft moderate man in the party, having been 
killed at Stirling, in an accidental rencounter 
between his followers and thofe of the earl of 
Crawford; Athol, who was appointed his fuc- 
ceffor in that high office, the earls of Eglinton, 
Caithnefs, and lord Ogilvie, all the prime favou- 
rites at court, were either avowed papifts, or 
fufpefted of leaning to the opinions of that feft. 
In an age when the return of popery was fo much 
and fo juftly dreaded, this gave univerfal alarm. 
As Morton had always treated the papifts with 
rigour, this unfeafonable favour to perfons of that 
religion made all zealous proteftants remember 
that circumftance in his adminiftration with great 
praife Y. 

Morton, to whom none of thefe particulars 
were unknown, thought this the proper jundture 
for fetting to work the inftruments which he had 
been preparing. Having gained the confidence 
of the earl of Mar, and of the countefs his mother, 
he infinuated to them, that Alexander Erikine 
had formed a plot to deprive his nephew of the 
government of Stirling-caftle, and the cuftody 
of the king’s perfon ; and eafily induced an am- 
bitious woman, and a youth of twenty, to em- 
ploy force to prevent this fuppofed injury. The 
earl repairing fuddenly to Stirling [April 26]], 
and being admitted as ufual into the caftle with 
his attendants, feized the gates early in the morn- 
ing, and turned out his uncle, who dreaded no 
danger from his hands. The foldiers of the garri- 
fon fubmitted to him as their governor, and, with 
little danger and no effufion of blood, he became 

y Spotf. 283. 
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mafter both of the king’s perfon, and of the 
fortrefs z. 

An event fo unexpected occafioned great con • 
fternation. Though Morton’s hand did not ap- 
pear in the execution, he was univerfally believed 
to be the author of the attempt. The new 
counfellors faw it to be neceifary, for their own 
fafety, to change their meafures, and, inftead of 
purfuinghim with fuch implacable refentment, to 
enter into terms of accommodation with an ad- 
verfary, ftill fo capable of creating them trouble. 
Four were named, on each fide, to adjuft their 
differences. They met not far from Dalkeith ; 
and when they had brought matters near a con- 
clufion, Morton, who was too fagacious not to 
improve the advantage which their fecurity and 
their attention to the treaty afforded him, fet out 
in the night-time for Stirling, and having gained 
Murray of Tillibardin, Mar’s uncle, was admit- 
ted by him into the caftle [May 24] ; and ma- 
naging matters there with his ufual dexterity, he 
foon had more entirely the command of the fort 
than the earl himfelf. He was likewife admitted 
to a feat in the privy council, and acquired as 
complete an afcendant in it a. 

As the time appointed for the meeting of par- 
liament at Edinburgh now approached, this gave 
him fome anxiety. He was afraid of condufting 
the young king to a city whofe inhabitants were 
fo much at the devotion of the adverfe faftion. 
He was no lefs unwilling to leave James behind 
at Stirling. In order to avoid this dilemma, he 
iffued a proclamation in the king’s name, chang- 

* Cald. ii. 535. a Ibid. ii. 336. 
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ing the place of meeting from Edinburgh to 
Stirling caftle. This Athol and his party re- 
prefented as a Hep altogether unconftitutional. 
The king, faid they, is Morton’s prifoner; the 
pretended counfellors are his llaves ; a parliament, 
to which all the nobles may repair without fear, 
and where they may deliberate with freedom, is 
abfolutely neceffary for fettling the nation, after 
diforders of fuch long continuance. But in an 
alfembly, called contrary to all form, held within 
the walls of a garrifon, and overawed by armed 
men, what fafety could members expedl ? what 
liberty could prevail in debate ? or what benefit 
refult to the public ? The parliament met, how- 
ever, on the day appointed [July 253, and not- 
withflanding the proteftation of the earl of Mon- 
trofe and lord Lindfay, in name of their party, 
proceeded to bufmefs. The king’s acceptance 
of the government was confirmed; the aft granted 
to Morton, for his fecurity, ratified ; fome re- 
gulations, with> regard to the numbers and autho- 
rity of the privy council, were agreed upon ; and 
a penfion for life granted to the countefs of Mar, 
who had been fo inftrumental in bringing about 
the late revolution t>. 

Meanwhile Argyll, Athol, and their followers, 
took arms, upon the fpecious pretence of refcu- 
ing the king from captivity, and the kingdom : 

from oppreflion. James himfelf, impatient of 
the fervitude in vdiich he was held, by a man 
whom he had long been taught to hate, fecretly 
encouraged their enterprife; though, at the fame j 
time, he was obliged not only to difavow them 

b Cald. ii, 547. Pail. 5 Jac, 6. 
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in public, but to levy forces againft them, and 
even to declare, by proclamation [Aug. nj, 
that he was perfectly free from any conitraint, 
either upon his perion or his will. Both fides 
quickly took the field. Argyll and Athol were 
at the head of feven thoufand men ; the earl of 
Angus, Morton’s nephew, met them with an 
army five thoufand ftrong ; neither party, how- 
ever, was eager to engage. Morton diftrufted 
the fidelity of his own troops. The two earls 
were fenfible that a fingle victory, however com- 
plete, would not be decifive; and as they were 
in no condition to underake the fiege of Stirling- 
caftle, where the king was kept, their ftrength 
would foon be exhaufted, while Morton’s own 
wealth, and the patronage of the queen of 
England, might furnifh him with endlefs re- 
fources. By the mediation of Bowes, whom 
Elizabeth had fent into Scotland to negotiate 
an accommodation between the two fadhons, a 
treaty was concluded, in confequence of which, 
Argyll and Athol were admitted into the king’s 
prefence ; fome of their party were added to the 
privy council; and a convention of nobles called, 
in order to bring all remaining dilferences to an 
amicable iffue c. 

As foon as James afiumed the government into 
his own hands, he difpatched the abbot of Dun- 
fermling to inform Elizabeth of that event; to 
offer to renew the alliance between the two 
kingdoms; and to demand polfelfion of the 
eftate which had lately fallen to him by the death 
©f his grandmother the countefs of Lennox, 

c Crawf. Mem. 307, 
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That lady’s fecond fon had left one daughter, 
Arabella Stewart, who was born in England. 
And as the chief objection againft the preten- 
lions of the Scottifh line to the crown of Eng- 
land, Was that maxim of Englifh law, which ex- 
cludes aliens from any right of inheritance within 
the kingdom, Elizabeth, by granting this de- 
mand, would have eftablifhed a precedent in 
James’s favour, that might have been deemed 
decifive, with regard to a point which it had 
been her conftant care to keep undecided. With- 
out fuffering this delicate queftion to be tried, 
or allowing any new light to be thrown on that, 
which fhe coniidered as the great myftery of her 
reign, fhe commanded lord Burleigh, maker of 
the wards, to fequefter the rents of the eftate ; 
and by this method of proceeding, gave the 
Scottifh king early warning how neceffary it 
would be to couit her favour, if ever he hoped 
for fuccefs in claims of greater importance, but 
equally liable to be controverted d. 

1579.] After many delays, and with much 
difficulty, the contending nobles were at lafl 
brought to fome agreement. But it was fol- 
lowed by a tragical event. Morton, in token 
of reconcilement, having invited the leaders of 
the oppofite party to a great entertainment, 
Athol the chancellor was foon after taken ill, 
and died within a few days [April 24]. The 
fymptoms and violence of the difeafe gave rife to 
ftrong fufpicions of his being poifoned ; and 
though the phyficians, who opened his body, 
differed in opinion as to the caufe of the diftem- 
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per, the chancellor’s relations publicly accufed 
Morton of that odious crime. The advantage 
which vifibly accrued to him, by the removal of 
a man of great abilities, and averfe from all his 
meafures, was deemed a fufficient proof of his 
guilt by the people, who are ever fond of im- 
puting the death of eminent perfons to extra- 
ordinary caufes6. 

The office of chancellor was bellowed upon 
Argyll, whom this preferment reconciled, in a 
great meafure, to Morton’s adminiftration. He 
had now recovered all the authority which he 
poffeffed during his regency, and had entirely 
broken, or baffled, the power and cabals of his 
enemies. None of the great families remained to 
be the objedls of his jealoufy, or to obllrudl his 
defigns, but that of Hamilton. The earl of 
Arran, the eldeft brother, had never recovered the 
ffiock which he received from the ill fuccefs of 
his paffion for the queen, and had now altogether 
loll his reafon. Lord John, the fecond brother, 
was in poffeffion of the family eilate. Lord 
Claud was commendator of Paifly; both of 
them young men, ambitious and enterprifing. 
Morton dreaded their influence in the kingdom ; 
the courtiers hoped to ffiare their fpoils among 
them ; and as all princes naturally view their 
fucceflbrs with jealoufy and hatred, it was eafy 
to infufe thefe paffions into the mind of the 
young king. A pretence was at hand to juftify 
the moft violent proceedings. The pardon, llj. 
pulated in the treaty of Perth, did not extend to 
fuch as were acceffary to the murder of the re- 

e Spotfw. 306. 
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gents Murray or Lennox. Lord John and his 
brother were fufpeCted of being the authors of 
both thefe crimes, and had been included in a 
general adf of attainder on that account. With- 
out fummoning them to trial, or examining a 
fingle witnefs to prove the charge, this attainder 
was now thought fufficient to fubjeft them to all 
the penalties which they would have incurred by 
being formally convitted. The earls of Morton, 
Mar, and Eglinton, together with the lords Ruth- 
ven, Boyd, nnd Cathcart, received a commiffion 
to feize their perfons and eftates. On a few 
hours warning, a confiderable body of troops was 
ready, and marched towards Hamilton in hoftile 
array. Happily the two brothers made their 
efcape, though with great difficulty. But their 
lands were confifcated ; the caftles of Hamilton 
and Draffan befieged ; thofe who defended them 
punifhed. The earl of Arran, though incapable, 
from his fituation, of committing any crime, was 
involved, by a ffiamtful abufe of law, in the com- 
mon ruin of his family ; and as if he, too, could 
have been guilty of rebellion, he was confined a 
cl ife prifoner. Thefe proceedings, fo contrary 
to the fundamental principles of juftice, were all 
ratified in the fubfequent parliament f. 

About this time Mary fent by Naue herfecre- 
tary, a letter to her fon, together with fome 
jewels of value, and a veil embroidered with her 
own hands. But as (he gave him only the title 
of prince of Scotland, the meffenger was dif- 
miifed without being admitted into his pre- 
fence 

f Crawf. Mem. 311. Spotfw, 306. 
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Though Elizabeth had, at this .time, no par- 

ticular reafon to fear any attempt of the popifh 
princes in Mary’s favour, Ihe Hill continued to 
guard her with the fame anxious care. The ac- 
quifition of Portugal, on the one hand, and the 
defence of the Netherlands, on the other, fully 
employed the councils and arms of Spain. France, 
torn in pieces by inteftine commotions, and under 
a weak and capricious prince, defpifed and dif* 
trailed by his own fubje&s, was in no condition 
to dilturb its neighbours. Elizabeth had long 
amufed that court by carrying on a treaty of 
marriage with the duke of Alengon, the king’s 
brother. But whether, at the age of forty-five, 
Ihe really intended to marry a prince of twenty ; 
whether the pleafure of being flattered and court- 
ed, made her lillen to the addreffes of fo young 
a lover, whom Ihe allowed to vifit her at two 
different times, and treated with the moll dif- 
tinguifiling refpeft ; or whether confiderations of 
interelf: predominated in this as well as in every 
other tranfa£lion of her reign, are problems in 
hiltory which we are not concerned to refolve. 
During the progrefs of this negotiation, which 
was drawn out to an extraordinary length, Mary 
could expett no affiftance from the French 
court, and feems to have held little correfpond- 
ence with it ; and there was no period in her 
reign, wherein Elizabeth enjoyed more perfect 
fecurity. 

Morton feems at this time to have been equally 
fecure ; but his fecurity was not fo well-founded. 
He had weathered out one ftorm, had crufhed 
his adverfaries, and was again in poffeffion of the 
foie direction of affairs. But as the king was 

now 
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now of an age when the character and difpofi- ■ 
tions of the mind begin to unfold themfelves, 
and to become viilble, the fmallell attention to 
thefe might have convinced him, that there 
was reafon to expedl new and more dangerous : 
attacks on his power. James early difcovered 
that excefiive attachment to favourites, which 
accompanied him through his whole life. This 
paffion, which naturally arifes from inexperience, ! 

and youthful warmth of heart, was, at his age, . 
far from being culpable ; nor could it well be \ 
expefted that the choice of the objedls, on whom | 
he placed his afieftions, (hould be made with 
great Ikill. The molt confiderable of them was \ 
Efme Stewart, a native of France, and fon of a 
fecond brother of the earl of Lennox. He was j 
diitinguilhed by the title of lord D’Aubigne, an 
ehate in France, which defeended to him from ' 
his anceftors, on whom it had been conferred, 
in reward of their valour and fervices to the j 
French crown. He arrived in Scotland about 
this time [Sept. 8J, on purpofe to demand the i 
eitate and title of Lennox, to which -he pre- 
tended a legal right. He was received at firll ! 

by the king with the refpeft due to fo near a 
relation. The gracefulnefs of his perfon, the 
elegance of his drefs, and his courtly behaviour, ■ 
made a great impreffion on James, who, even in 
his more mature years, was little able to refill 
thefe frivolous charms ; and his affeftion flowed 
with its ufual rapidity and profulion. Within; 
a few days after Stewart’s appearance at court, 
he was created lord Aberbrothock, foon after 
earl, and then duke of Lennox, governor of 
Dunbarton caille, captain of the guard, firft 

lord 
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lord of the bed-chamber, and lord high cham- 
berlain. At the fame time, and without any of 
the envy or emulation which is ufual among can- 
didates for favour, captain James Stewart, the 
fecond fon of lord Ochiltree, grew into great 
confidence. But notwithflanding this union, 
Lennox and captain Stewart were perfons of 
very oppofite characters. The former was natu- 
rally gentle, humane, candid , but unacquaint- 
ed with the ftate of the country, and milled or 
mifinformed by thofe whom he trufted ; not un- 
worthy to be the companion of the young king 
in his amufements, but utterly difqualified for 
afting as a minifter in direfting his affairs. The 
latter was remarkable for all the vices which 
render a man formidable to his country, and a 
pernicious counfellor to his prince ; nor did he 
poffefs any one virtue to counterbalance thefe 
vices, unlefs dexterity in conducing bis own 
defigns, and an enterprifing courage, fuperior to 
the fenfe of danger, may pafs by that name. 
Unreftrained by religion, regardlefs of de- 
cency, and undifmayed by oppofition, he 
aimed at objects feemingly unattainable; but 
under a prince void of experience, and blind 
to all the defedts of thofe who had gained 
his favour, his audacity was fuccefsful; and 
honours, wealth, and power were the reward 
of his crimes. 

Both the favourites concurred in employing 
their whole addrefs to undermine Morton’s credit, 
which alone obltructed their full poffeffion of 
power. As James had been bred up with an 
averfion for that nobleman, who endeavoured ra- 
ther to maintain the authority of a tutor, than to 

vol. iu V adt 
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aft with the obfequioufnefs of a minifter, they 
found it no difficult matter to accomplifh their de- 
fign. Morton, who could no longer keep the 
king ffiut up within the walls of Stirling-caftle, 
having called a parliament to meet at Edinburgh 
[Oft. 17], brought him thither. James made 
his entry into the capital with great folemnity ; 
the citizens received him with the loudeft accla- 
mations of joy, and with many expenfive pa- 
geants, according to the mode of that age. After 
a long period of thirty-feven years, during which 
Scotland had been fubjefted to the delegated 
power of regents, or to the feeble government 
of a woman ; after having fuffered all the. mife- 
ries of civil war, and felt the infolence of foreign 
armies, the nation rejoiced to fee the fceptre j 
once more in the hands of a king. Fond even 
of that ffiadow of authority, which a prince of j 
fifteen could poffefs, the Scots flattered them- 
felyes, that union, order, and tranquillity would ( 

how be reftored to the kingdom. James opened j 
the parliament with extraordinary pomp, but ! 
nothing remarkable palled in it. 

1580. J Thefe demonftrations, however, of the 1 

people’s love and attachment to their fovereign, 
encouraged the favourites to continue their infi- 
nuations againft Morton ; and as the king now 1 

refided in the palace of Kolyrood-houfe, to J 
which all his fubjefts had accefs, the cabal j 
againft the earl grew daily ftronger, and the 1 
intrigue, which occafioned his fall, ripened gra- 
dually. 

Morton began to be fenfible of his danger, 
and endeavoured to put a flop to the career of 
Lennox’s preferment, by reprd'enting him as a 

formidable 
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formidable enemy to the reformed religion, a 
fecret agent in favour of popery, and a known 
emiffary of the houfe of Guife. The clergy, 
apt to believe every rumour of this kind, fpread 
the alarm among the people. But Lennox, 
either out of complaifance to his mafter, or con- 
vinced by the arguments of fome learned divines 
whom the king appointed to inltruct him in the 
principles of the proteftant religion, publicly re- 
nounced the errors of popery in the church of 
St. Giles, and declared himfelf a member of the 
church of Scotland, by figning her confeffion 
of faith. This, though it did not remove all 
fufpicions, nor filence fome zealous preachers, 
abated, in a great degree, the force of the ac- 
cufation 

Gn the other hand, a rumour prevailed that 
Morton was preparing to feize the king’s perfon 
and to carry him into England. Whether defpair 
of maintaining his power by any othei means, had 
driven him to make any overture of that kind to 
the Englifh court, or whether it was a calumny 
invented by his adverfaries to render him odious, 
cannot novy be determined with certainty. As 
he declared at his death that fuch a defign had 
never entered into his thoughts, the latter feems 
to be moft probable. It afforded a pretence, 
however, for reviving the office of lord cham- 
berlain, which had been for fome time difufed 
That honour was conferred on Lennox, Alex 
ander Erfkine, Morton’s capital enemy, was his 
deputy ; they had under them a band of gentle- 
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men, who were appointed conftantly to attend 
the king, and to guard his perfon 

Morton was not ignorant of what his enemies 
intended to infinuate by fuch unufual precautions 
for the king’s fafety; and as his laft refource, 
applied to Elizabeth, whofe proteftion had 
often flood him in ftead in his greateft difficulties. 
In confequence of this application, Bowes, her 
envoy, accufed Lennox of practices againft the 
peace of the two kingdoms, and infifted, in her 
name, that he fhould inftantly be removed from 
the privy council. Such an unprecedented de- 
mand was confidered by the counfellors as an 
affront to the king, and an encroachment on 
the independence of the kingdom. They af- 
fefted to call in queftion the envoy’s powers, and 
upon that pretence refufcd him farther audience ; 
and he retiring in difguft, and without taking 
leave, fir Alexander Home was fent to expoftu- 
late with Elizabeth on the fubjeft. After 
the treatment which her envoy had received, 
Elizabeth thought it below her dignity to ad- 
mit Home into her prefence. Burleigh, to 
whom he was commanded to impart his com- 
miffion, reproached him with his mafter’s ingra- 
titude towards a benefaftrefs who had placed the 
crown on his head, and required him to advife 
the king to beware of facrificing the friendffiip 
of fo neceffary an ally to the giddy humours 
of a young man, without experience, and 
ftrongly fufpe&ed of principles and attachments 

* Crawf. Mem. 320. 
incom- 
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incompatible with the happinefs of the Scottifh 
nation. 

This accufation of Lennox, haftened, in all 
probability, Morton’s fall. The aft of indem- 
nity, which he had obtained when he refigned 
the regency, was worded with fuch fcrupulous 
exaftnefs, as almoft fcreened him from any legal 
profecution. The murder of the late king was 
the only crime which could not, with decency, 
be inferted in a pardon granted by his fon. 
Here Morton Itiil lay open to the penalties of 
the law, and captain Stewart, who fhunned no 
aftion, however defperate, if it led to power or 
to favour, entered the council-chamber while the 
king and nobles were affembled [Dec. 3o],andfall- 
ing on his knees, accufed Morton of beingaccelfary, 
or, according to the language of the Scottiih law, 
art and part, in the confpiracy againft the life 
of his majefty’s father, and offered, under the 
ufual penalties, to verify this charge by legal 
evidence. Morton, who was prefent, heard this 
accufation with firmnefs; and replied with a 
difdainful fmile, proceeding either from con- 
tempt of the infamous charafter of his accufer, 
or from confcioufnefs of his own innocence, 
“ that his known zeal in punifhing thofe who 
were fufpefted of that deteftable crime, might 
well exempt himfelf from any fufpicion of being 
acceffary to it; neverthelefs, he would cheer- 
fully fubmit to a trial, either in that place or in 
any other court; and doubted not but his own 
innocence, and the malice of his enemies, would 
then appear in the cleareft light.” Stewart, 
who was flill on his knees, began to inquire how 
be wpuld reconcile his beftowing fo many honours 

y 3 on 
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on Archibald Douglas, whom he certainly 
knew to be one of the murderers, with his pre- 
tended zeal againft that crime. Morton was ready 
to anfwer. But the king commanded both to 
be removed. The earl was confined, firft of 
nil to his own houfe, and then committed 
to the caftle of Edinburgh [Jan. 2, 1581J, 
of which Alexander Erfkine was governor; 
and as if it had not been a fufficient indignity 
to fubjeft him to the power of one of his enemies, 
he was foon after carried to Dunbarton, of 
which Lennox had the command. A warrant 
was likewife iffued [Jan. 18] for apprehending 
Archibald Douglas; but he, having received 
timely intelligence of the approaching danger, 
lied into Englandlc. 

The earl of Angus, who imputed thefe vio- 
lent proceedings, not to hatred againft Morton 
alone, but to the ancient enmity between the 
houfes of Stewart and of Douglas, and who be- 
lieved that a confpiracy was now formed for the 
deftruftion of all who bore that name, was 
ready to take arms in order to refcue his kinf- 
man. But Morton abfolutely forbad any fuch 
attempt, and declared that he would rather 
fuffcr ten thoufand deaths, than bring an im- 
putation upon his own character by feeming to 
decline a trial1. 

Elizabeth did not fail to interpofe, with 
warmth, in behalf of a man who had contributed 
fo much to preferve her influence over Scotland. 
The late tranfa&ions in that kingdom had given 
her great uneafinefs. The power which Len- 

j Johnft. 64. Spotfw. 311. 
BOX 
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nox had acquired independent of her was dan- 
gerous ; the treatment her ambaffadors had met 
with differed greatly from the refpect with which 
the Scots were in ufe to receive her minifters; 
and the attack now made on Morton fully con- 
vinced her that there was an intention to fow 
the feeds of difcord between the two nations, 
and to feduce James into a new alliance with 
France, or into a marriage with feme popifh 
princefs. Full of thefe apprehenfions, fhe order- 
ed a confiderable body of troops to be affembled 
on the borders of Scotland, and difpatched Ran- 
dolph as her ambaflador into that kingdom. 
He addreffed himfelf not only to James, and 
to his council, but to a convention of eftates, 
met at that time. He began with enumerating 
the extraordinary benefits which Elizabeth had 
conferred on the Scottifh nation, that with- 
out demanding a fingle foot of land for her- 
felf, without encroaching on the liberties of the 
kingdom in the fmalleft article, fhe had, at the 
expence of the blood of her fubjedts and the 
treafures of her crown, refeued the Scots from 
the dominion of France, eftablifhed among them 
true religion, and put them in poffeflion of their 
ancient rights : that from the beginning of civil 
diffenfions in the kingdom, fhe had protefted 
thofe who efpoufed the king’s caufe, and by 
her afiiftance alone, the crown had been pre- 
ferred on his head, and all the attempts of the 
adverfe faftion baffled: that an union, unknown 
to their anceftors, but equally beneficial to both 
kingdoms, had fubfifted for a long period of 
years; and though fo many popifh princes had 
combined to diflurb this happy Hate of things. 
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her care, and their conftancy, had hitherto de- 
feated all thefe efforts : that (he had obferved of 
late an unufual coldnefs, diftruft, and eftrange- 
ment in the Scottifh council, which (he could 
impute to none but to Lennox, a fubjeft of 
France, a retainer to the houfe of Guife, bred 
up in the errors of popery, and (fill fufpedled of 
favouring that fuperftition. Not fatisfied with 
having mounted io faft to an uncommon height 
of power, which he exercifed with all the raih- 
nefs of youth, and all the ignorance of a 
ftranger; nor thinking it enough to have de- 
prived the earl of Morton of the authority due 
to his abilities and experience, he had confpired 
the ruin of that nobleman, who had often ex- 
pofed his life in the king’s caufe, who had con- 
tributed more than any other fubjeft to place 
him on the throne, to refift the encroachments 
of popery, and to preferve the union between 
the two kingdoms. If any zeal for religion 
remained among the nobles in Scotland, if 
they wifhed for the continuance of amity with 
England, if they valued the privileges of their 
own order, he called upon them, in the name of 
his miftrefs, to remove fuch a pernicious coun- 
fellor as Lennox from the prefence of the young 
king, to refeue Morton out of the hands of his 
avowed enemy, and fecure to him the benefit of 
a fair and impartial trial: and if force was necef- 
fary towards accomplifliing a defign fo falutary 
to the king and kingdom, he promifed them 
the protection of his millrefs in the enterprife, 
and whatever afiiftance they (liould demand either 
of men or money m. 

n> Cald, iii. 6. Strype, ii. 621. 
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But thefe extraordinary remonftrances, accom- 

panied with fuch an unufual appeal from the 
king to his fubje&s, were not the only means 
employed by Elizabeth in favour of Morton, and 
againft Lennox. She perfuaded the prince of 
Orange to fend an agent into Scotland, and 
under colour of complimenting James on account 
of the valour which many of his fubjedts had 
difplayed in the fervice of the States, to enter 
into a long detail of the reftlefs enterprifes of 
the popilh princes againft the proteftant religion ; 
to befeech him to adhere inviolably to the alli- 
ance with England, the only barrier which fe- 
cured his kingdom againft their dangerous cabals; 
and, above all things, to diftruft the infinuations 
of thofe who endeavoured to weaken or to diffolve 
that union between the Britifh nations, which all 
the proteftants in Europe beheld with fo much 
pleafure n. 

James’s counfellors were too intent upon the 
deftrudtion of their enemy to liften to thefe re- 
monftrances. The officious interpofition of the 
prince of Orange, the haughty tone of Eliza- 
beth’s meftage, and her avowed attempt to ex- 
cite fubjefts to rebel againft their fovereign, 
were confidered as unexampled infults on the 
majefty and independence of a crowned head. 
A general and evafive anfwer was given to Ran- 
dolph. James prepared to affert his own dig- 
nity with fpirit. All thofe fufpefted of favour- 
ing Morton were turned out of office, fome of 
them were required to furrender themfelves pri- 
foners; the men capable of bearing arms through- 

" Cald. iii. 9. See Append. No. XLI. 
out 
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out the kingdom were commanded to be in rea- 
dinefs to take the field; and troops were levied 
and polled on the borders. The EngJilh am- 
baffador, finding that neither the public mani- 
fello which he had delivered to the convention, 
nor his private cabals with the nobles, could ex- 
cite them to arms, fled in the night-time out 
of Scotland, where libels againll him had been 
daily publilhed, and even attempts made upon 
his life. In both kingdoms every thing wore an 
hoftile afpedl. But Elizabeth, though fire wifh- 
.ed to have intimidated the Scottilh king by her 
preparations, had no inclination to enter into a 
war with him, and the troops on the borders, 
which had given fuch umbrage, were foon dif- 
perfed °. 

The greater folicitude Elizabeth difeovered 
for Morton’s fafety, the more eagerly did his 
enemies drive on their fchemes for his deftruc- 
tion. Captain Stewart, his accufer, was firll ap- 
pointed tutor to the earl of Arran, and foon af- 
ter both the title and eftate of his unhappy 
ward, to which he advanced fome frivolous claim, 
were conferred upon him. The new-made peer 
was commanded to condudl Morton from Dun- 
barton to Edinburgh; and by that choice the j 
earl was not only warned what fate he might ex- 
pedl, but had the cruel mortification of feeing his j 
deadly enemy already loaded with honours, in re- : 
ward of the malice with which he had contributed 
to his ruin. 

The records of the court of ju/liciary at this 
period are loll. The account which our hilto- 

° Cuwf. Mem. 32S. Stripe, ii. App. 138. 
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rians give of Morton’s trial is inaccurate and un- 
fatisfaclory. The proceedings againit him feem 
to have been carried on with violence. During 
the trial, great bodies of armed men were drawn 
up in different parts of the city. The jury was 
compofed of the earl’s known enemies; and 
though he challenged feveral of them, his ob- 
jeclions were over-ruled. After a fhort conful- 
tation, his peers found him guilty of concealing, 
and of being art ami part in the confpiracy 
againft the life of the late king. The firft part 
of the verdict did not furprife him, but he twice 
repeated the words art and part with fome vehe- 
mence, and added, “ God knows it is not fo.” 
The doom which the law decrees againfl a traitor, 
was pronounced. The king, however, remitted 
the cruel and ignominious part of the fentence, 
and appointed that he fhould fuffer death next 
day, by being beheaded p. 

During that awful interval, Morton poffelfed 
the utmoft compofure of mind. He fupped 
cheerfully ; flept a part of the night in his ufual 
manner, and employed the rell of his time in re- 
ligious conferences, and in afts of devotion with 
fome minifters of the city. The clergymen who 
attended him, dealt freely with his confcience, 
and preffed his crimes home upon him. What 
he confeffed with regard to the crime for which 
he fuffered, is remarkable, and fupplies, in fome 
meafure, the imperfeftion of our records. He 
acknowledged, that on his return from England, 
after the death of Rizio, Bothwell had informed 

P Spotfw. Johnft. 65. Crawf. Mem. 332. Cald. iir. 
43. Arnot's Critnm. Trials, 388. 
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him of the confpiracy againft the king, which 
the queen, as he told him, knew of and approv- 
ed ; that he folicited him to concur in the exe- 
cution of it, which at that time he abfolutely 
declined; that foon after, Bothwell himfelf, and 
Archibald Douglas in his name, renewing their 
felicitations to the fame purpofe, he had required 
a warrant upder the queen’s hand, authorizing 
the attempt, and as that had never been produc- 
ed, he had refufed to be any farther concerned 
in the matter. “ But,” continued he, “ as I 
neither confented to this treafonable aft, nor af- 
fifted in the committing of it, fo it was impofli- 
ble for me to reveal, or to prevent it. To whom 
could I make the difcovery ? The queen was the 
author of the enterprife. Darnly was fuch a 
changeling, that no fecret could be fafely com- 
municated to him. Huntly and Bothwell, who 
bore the chief fway in the kingdom, were them- 
felves the perpetrators of the crime.” Thefe 
circumftances, it mull; be confeffed, go fome 
length towards extenuating Morton’s guilt; and 
though his apology for the favour he had fliown 
to Archibald Douglas, whom he knew to be one 
of the confpirators, be far lefs fatisfaftory, no 
uneafyrefleftions feem to have difquieted his own 
mind on that accounts When his keepers told 
him that the guards were attending, and all 
things in readinefs, “ I praife my God,” faid he, 
“ I am ready likewife.” Arran commanded 
thefe guards; and even in thofe moments when 
the moll; implacable hatred is apt to relent, the 
malice of his enemies could not forbear this in- 
fult. On the fcaffold, his behaviour was calm ; 

3 Cuwf Mem. Auo. iii, 
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his countenance and voice unaltered; and after 
fome time fpent in devotion, he fuffered death 
with the intrepidity which became the name of 
Douglas. His head was placed on the public 
gaol of Edinburgh ; and his body, after lying 
till fun-fet on the fcaffold, covered with a beg- 
garly cloak, was carried by common porters to 
the ufual burial-place of criminals. None of his 
friends duril accompany it to the grave, or difco- 
ver their gratitude and refpeft by any fymptoms 
of forrowr. 

Arran, no lefs profligate in private life, than 
audacious in his public conduct, foon after drew 
the attention of his countrymen, by his infamous 
marriage with the countefs of March. Before he 
grew into favour at court, he had been often en- 
tertained in her hulband’s houfe, and without re- 
garding the laws of hofpitality or of gratitude, 
carried on a criminal intrigue with the wife of 
his benefactor, a woman young and beautiful, 
but, according to the defcription of a cotempo- 
rary hiftorian, “ intolerable in all the imperfec- 
tions incident to her fex.” Impatient of any 
reftraint upon their mutual deflres, they, with 
equal ardour, wifhed to avow their union pub- 
licly, and to legitimate, by a marriage, the oft- 
fpring of their unlawful pafiion. The countefs 
petitioned to be divorced from her hulband, for a 
reafon which no modeft woman will ever plead. 
The judges, over-awed by Arran, palled fen- 
tence without delay. This infamous fcene was 
concluded by a marriage, folemnifed with great 
pomp [July 6], and beheld by all ranks of men 
'with the utmoit horrors. 

r Crawf. Mem. 334. Spotfw. 314. t Spotfw. 315. 
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A parliament was held this year [Oft. 24], at 

the opening of which fome difputes arofe between 
Arran and the earl now created duke of Lennox. 
Arran, haughty by nature, and pufiled on by 
his wife’s ambition, began to affeft an equality 
with the duke, under whofe proteftion he had 
hitherto been contented to place himfelf. After 
various attempts to form a party in the council 
againft Lennox, he found him fixed fo firmly in 
the king’s affeftions, that it was impofiible to 
fhake him ; and rather than lofe all intereft at 
court, from which he was banifhed, he made 
the moft humble fubmiffions to the favourite, and 
again recovered his former credit. This rupture 
contributed, however, to render the duke ftill 
more odious to the nation. During the conti- 
nuance of it, Arran affefted to court the clergy, 
pretended an extraordinary zeal for the protefl- 
ant religion, and laboured to confirm .the fufpi- 
cions which were entertained of his rival, as an 
cmiffary of the houfe of Guife, and a favourer 
of popery. As he was fuppofed to be acquainted 
with the duke’s moll fecret defigns, his calum- 
nies were liftened to with greater credit than was ■ 
due to his charafter. To this rivalfhip between 
Lennox and Arran, during the continuance of 
which each endeavoured to conciliate the good- 
will of the clergy, we mult afcribe feveral afts of ] 
this parliament uncommonly favourable to the 
church, particularly one which abolifhed the. 
praftice introduced by Morton, of appointing] 
but one minifler to feveral parifhes. 

No notice hath been taken for feveral years of 
ecclefiaftical affairs. While the civil government 
underwent fo many extraordinary revolutions, the 1 

church 
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church was not free from convulfions. Two 
objccls chiefly engrofied the attention of the 
clergy. The one was, the forming a fyftem of 
difcipline, or ecclefiaftical polity. After long 
labour, and many difficulties, this fyftem was at 
laft brought to fome degree of perfection. The 
afiembly folemnly approved of it, and appointed 
it to be laid before the privy council, in order 
to obtain the ratification of it in parliament, 
But Morton, during his adminiftration, and 
thofe who, after his fall, governed the king, 
were equally unwilling to fee it carried into 
execution; and by ftarting difficulties, and 
throwing in objections, prevented it from re- 
ceiving a legal fandtion. The other point in 
view was, the abolition of the epifcopal order. 
The bifliops were fo devoted to the king, tp 
whom they owed their promotion, that the 
fundtion itfelf was by fome reckoned dangerous 
to civil liberty. Being allowed a feat in par- 
liament, and diftinguiftied by titles of honour, 
thefe not only occafioned many avocations from 
their fpiritual fundtions, but foon rendered their 
charadter and manners extremely different from 
thofe of the clergy in that age. The nobles 
viewed their power with jealoufy ; the populace 
confidered their lives as profane ; and both wifh- 
ed their downfal with equal ardour. The per- 
fonal emulation between Melvil and Adamfon, 
a man of learning, and eminent for his popular 
eloquence, who was promoted, on the death of 
Douglas, to be archbifliop of St. Andrew’s, min- 
gled itfelf with the paffions on each fide, and 

; heightened them. Attacks were made in every 
affembly on the order of bifhops ; their privileges 
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were gradually circumfcribed; and at laft an aft 
was palled, declaring the office of bifhop, as it 
was then exercifed within the realm, to have 
neither foundation nor warrant in the word of 
God ; and requiring, under pain of excommuni- 
cation, all who now poffeffed that office, inftantly 
to refign it, and to abftain from preaching or ad- 
miniltering the facraments, until they Ihould re- 
ceive permiffion from the general affembly. The 
court did not acquiefce in this decree. A vacancy 
happening foon after in the fee of Glafgow, 
Montgomery minifter at Stirling, a man vain, 
fickle, prefumptuous, and more apt, by the ble- 
mifiies in his charafter, to have alienated the people 
from an order already beloved, than to reconcile 
them to one which was the objeft of their hatred, 
made an infamous fimoniacal bargain with Len- 
nox, and on his recommendation was chofen 
archbilhop. The prelbytery of Stirling, of 
which he was a member, the prefbytery of 
Glafgow, whither he was to be tranflated, the ge- 
neral affembly, vied with each other in profecuting 
him on that account. [1582] In order to fcreen 
Montgomery, James made trial both of gentle 
and of rigorous meafures, and both were equally 
ineffeftual. The general affembly was juft ready 
to pronounce againft him the fentence of excom- 
munication, when an herald entered, and com- 
manded them in the king’s name, and under pain 
of rebellion, to flop further proceedings. Even 
this injunftion they defpifed; and though Mont- 
gomery, by his tears and feeming penitence, pro- 
cured a Ihort refpite, the fentence was at laft 
iffued by their appointment, and publifhed in all 
the churches throughout the kingdom. 

The 
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The firmnefs of the clergy in a collective body 

was not greater than the boldnefs of fome indivi- 
duals, particularly of the minifters of Edin- 
burgh. They inveighed daily againlt the cor- 
ruptions in the adminiftration; and, with the 
freedom of fpeech admitted into the pulpit in 
that age, named Lennox and Arran as the chief 
authors of the grievances under which the church 
and kingdom groaned. The courtiers, in their 
turn, complained to the king of the infolent and 
feditious fpirit of the clergy. In order to check 
the boldnefs of their difcourfes, James iffued a 
proclamation, commanding Dury, one of the 
moft popular minifters, not only to leave the 
town, but to abftain from preaching in any other 
place. Dury complained to the judicatories of 
this incroachment upon the immunities of his of- 
fice. They approved of the doftrine which he 
had delivered; and he determined to difregard 
the royal proclamation. But the magiftrates 
being determined to compel him to leave the 
city, according to the king’s orders, he was 
obliged to abandon his charge, after protefting 
publicly at the crofs of Edinburgh, againft 
the violence which was put upon him. The 
people accompanied him to the gates with tears 
and lamentations ; and the clergy denounced the 
vengeance of Heaven againft the authors of this 
outrage1. 

In this perilous fituation flood the church, 
the authority of its judicatories called in queftion, 
and the liberty of the pulpit reftrained, when a 

* Cald. Afiaml), J576—1582. Spotfw. 277, Sec. 
z 3 fudderj 
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fudden revolution of the civil government pro- 
cured them unexpefted relief. 

The two favourites, by their afcendant over 
the king, polfeiTed uncontrolled power in the 
kingdom, and exercifed it with the utmoft wan- 
tonnefs. James ufually refided at Dalkeith, or 
Kinneil, the feats of Lennox and of Arran, and 
was attended by fuch company, and employed 
in fuch amufements, as did not fuit his dignity. 
The fervices of thofe who had contributed moft 
to place the crown on his head were but little re- 
membered. Many who had oppofed him with 
the greateft virulence, enjoyed the rewards and 
honours to which the others were entitled. Ex- 
alted notions of regal prerogative, utterly incon- 
fiftent with the conftitution of Scotland, being 
inftilled by his favourites into the mind of the 
young monarch, unfortunately made, at that early 
age, a deep impreflion there, and became the 
fource of almoft all his fubfequent errors in the 
government of both kingdoms'1. Courts of 
juftice were held in almoft every county, the 
proprietors of land were called before them, and 
upon the flighteft negleft of any of the nume- ; 
rous forms which are peculiar to feudal holdings, 
they were fined with unufual and intolerable ri- 
gour. The lord chamberlain revived the obfo- 
lete jurifdidfion of his office over the boroughs, 
and they were fubje&ed to actions no lefs griev- 
ous. A defign feemed likewife to have been 
formed to exafperate Elizabeth, and to diffolve 
the alliance with her, which all good proteftants 

u Cald. iii. 152. 
cfteemed 
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efteemed the chief fecurity of their religion in 
Scotland. A clofe correfpondence was carried 
on between the king and his mother, and con- 
fiderable progrefs made towards uniting their 
titles to the crown, by fuch a treaty of affoci- 
ation as Maitland had projected ; which could 
no; fail of endangering or diminilhing his au- 
thority, and muft have proved fatal to thofe 
who had adted againft her with greateft vi- 
g0^- 

All thefe circumftances irritated the impatient 
fpirit of the Scottifh nobles, who refolved to 
tolerate no longer the infolence of the two mi- 
nions, or to Hand by, while their prefumption 
aid inexperience ruined both the king and king- 
dam. Elizabeth, who, during the adminiftration 
cf the four regents, had the entire direftion of 
tire affairs of Scotland, felt herfelf deprived of 
all influence in that kingdom ever fince the death 
cf Morton, and was ready to countenance any 
zttempt to rcfcue the king out of the hands of 
favourites who were leading him into meafures 
fo repugant to all her views. The earls of Mar 
ind Glencairn, lord Ruthven, lately created earl 
of Gowrie, lord Lindfay, lord Boyd, the tutor 
of Glamis, the eldeft fon of lord Oliphant, with 
feveral barons and gentlemen of diltinction, en- 
tered into a combination for that purpofe ; and 
as changes in adminiftration, which, among po* 
lifhed nations, are brought about flowly and 
filently, by artifice and intrigue, were in that 
rude age effected fuddenly and by violence, the 
king’s fituation, and the fecurity of the favour- 
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ites, encouraged the confpirators to have imme- 
diate recourfe to force. 

James, after having refided for fome time in 
Athol, where he enjoyed his favourite amufement 
of hunting, was now returning towards Edin- 
burgh with a fmall train. He was invited to 
Ruthven caftle, which lay in his way ; and as he 
fufpefted no danger, he went thither in hopes of 
farther foort. The multitude of ftrangers whom 
he found there gave him fome uneafinefs ; and as 
thofe who were in the fecret arrived every mo- 
ment from different parts, the appearance of fo 
many new faces increafed his fears. He con- 
cealed his uneafmefs, however, with the utmcft 
care ; and next morning prepared for the field, 
expefting to find there fome opportunity of 
making his efcape. But juft as he was ready 
to depart, the nobles entered his bedchamber in 
a body, and prefented a memorial againft the 
illegal and oppreflive attions of his two favourites, 
whom theyreprefented as moft dangerous enemies 
to the religion and liberties of the nation. James, 
though he received this remonftrance with the 
complaifance which was neceffary in his prefen; 
fituation, was extremely impatient to be gone; 
but as he approached the door of his apartment, 
the tutor of Glamis rudely ftopped him. The 
king complained, expoftulated, threatened, and 
finding all thefe without effect, burft into tears : 
“ No matter,” faid Glamis fiercely, “ better 
children weep than bearded men.” Thefe words 
made a deep impreffion on the king’s mind, and 
were never forgotten. The confpirators, with- 
out regarding his tears or indignation, difmiffed 
fudb of his followers as they fufpected; allowed 

none 
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none but perfons of their own party to have ac- 
cefs to him ; and, though they treated him with 
great refpeft, guarded his perfon with the ut- 
moft care. This enterprife is ufually called, by 
our hiftorians, The raid of Ruthven f. 

Lennox and Arran were aftonifhed to the laft 
degree at an event fo unexpefted, and fo fatal 
to their power. The former endeavoured, but 
without fuccefs, to excite the inhabitants of 
Edinburgh to take arms in order to refcue their 
fovereign from captivity. The latter, with his 
ufual impetuofity, mounted on horfeback the 
moment he heard what had befallen the king, 
and with a few followers rode towards Ruthven 
caftle ; and as a confiderable body of the con- 
fpirators, under the command of the earl of Mar, 
lay in his way ready to oppofe him, he feparated 
himfelf from his companions, and with two 
attendants arrived at the gate of the caftle. At 
the fight of a man fo odious to his country, the 
indignation of the confpirators rofe, and inftant 
death muft have been the puniftiment of his rafti- 
nefs, if the friendftiip of Gowrie, or fome other 
caufe not explained by our hiftorians, had not 
faved a life fo pernicious to the kingdom. He 
was confined, however, to the caftle of Stir- 
ling, without being admitted into the king’s 
prefence. 

The king, though really the prifoner of his 
own fubjedts, with whofe conduft he could not 
help difcovering many fymptoms of difguft, was 
obliged to publifh a proclamation, fignifying his 
approbation of their enterprife, declaring that he 

y Cald. iii. 134. Spotfw. 320. Melv. 357. 
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was at full liberty, without any re ft mint or 
violence offered to his perfon ; and forbidding 
any attempt againfl thofe concerned in the Raid 
ef Ruthven, under pretence of refcuing him out 
of their hands. At the fame time [Aug. 28J, 
he commanded Lennox to leave Scotland before 
the twentieth of September z. 

Soon after, fir George Carey and Robert 
Bowes arrived as ambafiadors from Elizabeth. 
The pretext of their embaffy was to inquire after 
the king’s fafety ; to encourage and countenance 
the confpirators was the real motive of it. By 
their intercefiion, the earl of Angus, who, ever 
fince the death of his uncle Morton, had lived in 
exile, obtained leave to return. And the accef- 
fion of a nobleman fo powerful and fo popular 
ftrengthened the faftion ^ 

Lennox, whofe amiable and gentle qualities 
had procured him many friends, and who received 
private affurances that the king’s favour towards 
him was in no degree abated, leemed refolved, at 
firft, to pay no regard to a command extorted by 
violence, and no lefs difagreeable to James, than 
it was rigorous with regard to himfelf. But 
the power of his enemies, who were mailers of 
the king’s perfon, who were fecretly fupported 
by Elizabeth, and openly applauded by the 
clergy, deterred him from any enterprife, the 
fuccefs of which was dubious, and the danger 'j 
certain, both to himfelf and to his fovereign. 
He put off the time of his departure, however, 
by various artifices, in expedlation either that ; 
James might make his efcape from the confpi- 

z Cald. iii. 135. 13S. a Ibid. iii. 15a. 
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rators, or that fortune might prefent fome 
more favourable opportunity of taking arms tor 
his relief. 

On the other hand, the confpirators were ex- 
tremely folicitous not only to fecure the appro- 
bation of their countrymen, but to obtain tome 
legal fandtion of their enterprife. For this 
purpoie they publithed a long declaration, con- 
taining the motives which had induced them to 
venture on fueh an irregular ftep, and endea- 
voured to heighten the public indignation againft 
the favourites, by reprefenting, in the ftrongell 
colours, their inexperience and infolence, their 
contempt of the nobles, their violation of the 
privileges of the church, and their oppreffion of 
the people They obliged the king, who could 
not with fafety refufe any of their demands, to 
grant them a remiffion in the moll ample form; 
and not fatisfied with that, they applied to the 
alfembly of the church [Odl. 3], and eafily pro- 
cured an adl, declaring, “ that they had done 
“ good and acceptable fervice to God, to their 
“ fovereign, and to their native country and 
requiring all lincere protellants to concur with 
them in carrying forward fuch a laudable enter- 
prife. In order to add the greater weight to 
this aft, every minifter was enjoined to read it 
in his own pulpit, and to inflift the cenfures of 
the church on thofe who fet themfelves in oppo- 
fition to fo good a caufe. A convention of 
eftates aflembled a few days after, palled an 
aft to the fame elfeft, and granted full in- 
demnity to the confpirators for every thing they 
had donel>. 

t> Catd. hi. 177. 187. 200. Spotfsv. 322. 
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James was condu&ed by them, firft to Stir- 

ling, and afterwards to the palace of Holyrood- 
houfe ; and though he was received every where 
with the external marks of re ip eft due to his 
dignity, his motions were carefully obferved, 
and he was under a restraint no lefs ftrift than 
at the firft moment when he was feized by the 
confpirators. Lennox, after eluding many com- 
mands to depart out of the kingdom, was at 
lafl: obliged to begin his journey. He lingered, 
however, for fome time in the neighbourhood of 
Edinburgh, as if he had ilill intended to make 
fome effort towards reitoring the king to liberty. 
But either from the. gentlenefs of his own dif- 
pofition, averfe to bloodflred and the diforders of 
civil war, or from fome other caufe unknown 
to us, he abandoned the defign, and let out 
for France, by the way of England [Dec. 30J. 
The king iffued the order for his departure with 
no lefs reluftance than the duke obeyed it; and 
both mourned a reparation, which neither of them 
had power to prevent. Soon after his arrival in 
France, the fatigue of the journey, or the an- 
guiih of his mind, threw him into a fever. In 
his laft moments he difcovered fuch a firm ad- 
herence to the proteftant faith, as fully vindicates 
his memory from the imputation of an attach- 
ment to popery, with which he had been un- 
charitably loaded in Scotland c. As he was the 
earlieft, and bell beloved, he was, perhaps, the 
moft deferring, though not the molt able, of all 
James’s favourites. The warmth and tendernefs 
of his mailer’s affeftion for him was not abated 
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by death itfelf. By many afts of kindnefs and 
generality towards his pofterity, the king not 
only did great honour to the memory of Len- 
nox, but fet his own chara&er in one of its molt 
favourable points of view. 

The fuccefs of the confpiracy which deprived 
James of liberty made great noife over all Eu- 
rope, and at lalt reached the ears of Mary in the 
prifon to which Ihe was confined. As her own 
experience had taught her what injuries a cap- 
tive prince is expofed to fuffer ; and as many of 
thofe who were now concerned in the enterprife 
againft her fon, were the fame perfons whom (he 
confidered as the chief authors of her own mif- 
fortunes, it was natural for the tendernefs of a 
mother to apprehend that the fame calamities 
were ready to fall on his head ; and fuch a 
profpeft did not fail of adding to the diltrefs and 
horror of her own fituation. In the anguiih of 
her heart, Ihe wrote to Elizabeth, complaining 
in the bittereft terms of the unprecedented rigour 
with which Ihe herfelf had been treated, and 
befeeching her not to abandon her fon to the 
mercy of his rebellious fubjects ; nor permit him 
to be involved in the fame misfortunes under 
which Ihe had fo long groaned. The peculiar 
vigour and acrimony of ftyle, for which this 
letter is remarkable, difcover both the high fpirit 
of the Scottilh queen, unfubdued by her fuffer- 
ings, and the violence of her indignation at 
Elizabeth’s artifices and feverity. But it was ill 
adapted to gain the end which Ihe had in view, 
and accordingly it neither procured any mitiga- 
tion of the rigour of her own confinement, nor 
any interpofition in favour of the king ‘h 
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1583.] Henry III. who, though he feared 
and hated the princes of Guife, was often obliged 
to court their favour, interpofed with warmth, 
in order to extricate James out of the hands of 
a party fo entirely devoted to the Englilh in- 
tereft. He commanded M. de la Motte Fenelon, 
his ambaffador at the court of England, to re- 
pair to Edinburgh, and to contribute his utmoll 
endeavours towards placing James in a fituation 
more fuitable to his dignity. As Elizabeth 
could not, with decency, refufe him liberty to 
execute this commiffion, Ihe appointed Davifon to 
attend him into Scotland as her envoy, under 
colour of concurring with him in the negotiation, 
but in reality to be a fpy upon his motions, and 
to obftrudl his fuccefs. James, whofe title to 
the crown had not hitherto been recognifed by 
any of the princes on the continent, was ex- 
tremely fond of fuch an honourable embalfy from 
the French monarch ; and, on that account, as 
wrell as for the fake of the errand on which he 
came, received Fenelon with great refpedl 
Qan. 7]. The nobles, in whofe power the king 

■was, did not relifh this interpofition of the French 
court, which had long loll its ancient influence 
over the affairs of Scotland. The clergy were 
alarmed at the danger to which religion would 
be expofed, if the princes of Guife Ihould recover 
any afcendant over the public councils. Though 
the king tried every method for reftraining them 
within the bounds of decency, they declaimed 
againfl the court of France, againft the princes 
of Guife, againfl; the ambaffador, againll enter- 
ing into any alliance with fuch notorious perfe- 
cutors of the church of God, with a vehemence 
which no regular government would now tole- 

rate, 
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ate, but which was then extremely common. 
The ambaffador, watched by Davifon, diftrufted 
by the nobles, and expofed to the infults of the 
clergy and of the people, returned into England 
without procuring any change in the king’s 
fituation, or receiving any anfwer to a propofal 
which he made, that the government fhould be 
carried on in the joint names of James and the 
queen his mother e. 

Meanwhile James, though he diffembled with 
great art, became every day more uneafy under 
his confinement; his uneafinefs rendered him con- 
tinually attentive to find out a proper opportu- 
nity for making his efcape ; and to this attention 
he at laft owed his liberty, which the king of 
France was not able, nor the queen of England 
willing to procure for him. As the confpirators 
had forced Lennox out of the kingdom, and kept 
Arran at a diftance from court, they grew fe- 
cure; and imagining that time had reconciled 
the king to them, and to his fituation, they 
watched him with little care. Some occalions 
of difcord had arifen among themfelves; and 
the French ambaffador, by fomenting thefe 
during the time of his refidence in Scotland, 
had weakened the union, in which alone their 
fafety confifted f. Colonel William Stewart, 
the commander of the band of gentlemen who 
guarded the king’s perfon, being gained by 
James, had the principal merit in the fcheme for 
reftoring his mafter to liberty. Under pretence 
of paying a vifit to the earl of March, his 
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grand-uncle, James was permitted to go from 
Falkland to St. Andrew’s [June 27J. That he 
might not create any fufpicion, he lodged at firft 
in an open defencelefs houfe in the town, but 
pretending a curiofity to fee the caftle, no fooner 
was he entered with fome of his attendants whom 
he could truft, than colonel Stewart commanded 
the gates to be Unit, and excluded all the reft of 
his train. Next morning the earls of Argyll, 
Huntly, Crawford, Montrofe, Rothes, with 
others to whom the fecret had been communi- 
cated, entered the town with their followers; 
and though Mar, with feveral of the leaders of 
the faction, appeared in arms, they found them- 
felves fo far outnumbered, that it was in vain to 
think of recovering poffeflion of the king’s per- 
fon, which had been in their power fomewhat 
longer than ten months. James was naturally 
of fo foft and duftile a temper, that thofe who 
were near his perfon commonly made a deep im- 
preflion on his heart, which was formed to be 
under the fway of favourites. As he remained 
implacable and unreconciled to the confpirators 
during fo long a time, and at a period of life 
when refentments are rather violent than lafting, 
they muft either have improved the opportunities 
of infmuating themfelves into favour with little 
dexterity, or the indignation with which this firft 
infult to his perfon and authority filled him, muft 
have been very great. 

His joy at his efcape was youthful and ex- 
ceflive. He refolved, however, by the advice of 
fir James Melvil, and his wifeft counfellors, to aft 
with the utmoft moderation. Having called into 
his prefence the leaders of both faftions, the 

neigh- 
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neighbouring gentry, the deputies of the adjacent 
boroughs, the minifters, and the heads of colleges, 
he declared, that although he had been held under 
reftraint for fome time by violence, he would not 
impute that as a crime to any man, but, without 
remembering the irregularities which had been 
fo frequent during his minority, would pafs a 
general aft of oblivion, and govern all his fubjefts 
with undiftinguifhing and equal affeftion. As an 
evidence of his fincerity, he vifited the earl of 
Gowrie at Ruthven-caftle, and granted him a full 
pardon of any guilt he had contrafted, by the 
crime committed in that very place s. 

But James did not adhere long to this prudent 
and moderate plan. His former favourite, the 
earl of Arran, had been permitted for fome time 
to refide at Kinneil, one of his country feats. 
As foon as the king felt himfelf at liberty, his 
love for him began to revive, and he exprefi'ed a 
ftrong defire to fee him. The courtiers violently 
oppofed the return of a minion, whofe infolent 
and overbearing temper they dreaded, as much 
as the nation detefted his crimes. James, how- 
ever, continued his importunity, and promifing 
that he fhould continue with him no longer than 
one day, they were obliged to yield. This in- 
terview rekindled ancient affeftion ; the king for- 
got his promife ; Arran regained his afcendant 
over him ; and within a few days refumed the 
exercife of power, with all the arrogance of an 
undeferving favourite, and all the rafhnefs pe- 
culiar to himfelf h. 

The firft effeft of his influence was a procla- 
mation with regard to thofe concerned in the 

8 Melv. 272. h Ibid. 274. 
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Raid of Ruthven. They were required to ac- 
knowledge their crime in the humbled manner ; 
and the king promifed to grant them a full par- 
don, provided their future conduft were fuch as 
did not oblige him to remember pad mifcar- 
riages. The tenor of this proclamation was ex- 
tremely different from the aft of oblivion which 
the confpirators had been encouraged to expeft. 
Nor did any of them reckon it fafe to rely on a 
promife clogged with fuch an equivocal con- 
dition, and granted by a young prince under the 
dominion of a minider void of faith, regardlefs 
of decency, and tranfported by the defire of 
revenge even beyond the ufual ferocity of his 
temper. Many of the leaders, who had at fird 
appeared openly at court, retired to their own 
houfes; and, forefeeing the dangerous dorm 
which was gathering, began to look out for a 
retreat in foreign countries h 

Elizabeth, who had all along protefted the 
confpirators, was extremely difguded with mea- 
fures which tended fo vifibly to their dedruftion, 
and wrote to the king a harfh and haughty letter 
[Aug. 7], reproaching him in a dyle very un- 
common among princes, with breach of faith 
in recalling Arran to court; and with imprudence 
in proceeding fo rigoroufly againd his bed and 
mod faithful fubjefts. James, with a becoming 
dignity, replied, that promifes extorted by vio- 
lence, and conditions yielded out of fear, were 
no longer binding, when thefe were removed ; 
that it belonged to him alone to choofe what 
miniders he would employ in his fervice ; and 
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that though he refolved to treat the confpirators 
at Ruthven with the utmoft clemency, it was 
neceffary, for the fupport of his authority, that 
fuch an infult on his perfon fhould not pafs alto- 
gether uncenfured k. 

Elizabeth’s letter was quickly followed by 
Walfingham her fecretary, whom fhe appointed 
her ambaffador to James, and who appeared at 
the Scottifh court [Sept, i], with a fplendour 
and magnificence well calculated to pleafe and 
dazzle a young prince. Walfingham was ad- 
mitted to feveral conferences with James him- 
felf, in which he infilled on the fame topics 
contained in the letter, and the king repeated 
his former anfwers. 

After fuffering feveral indignities from the 
arrogance of Arran and his creatures, he re- 
turned to England, without concluding any new 
treaty with the king. Walfingham was, next 
to Burleigh, the miniller on whom the chief 
weight of the Englilh adminillration relied ; and 
when a perfon of his rank llept fo far out of the 
ordinary road of bufinefs, as to undertake a long 
journey in his old age, and under a declining 
Hate of health, fome affair of confequence was 
fuppofed to be the caufe, or fome important 
event was expected to be the effedl, of this 
meafure. But as nothing confpicuous either 
occafioned or followed this embalfy, it is pro- 
bable that Elizabeth had no other intention in 
employing this fagacious miniller, than to dif- 
cover, with exaftnefs, the capacity and difpo- 
fition of the Scottilh king, who was now arrived 
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at a time of life when, with fome degree of cer- 
tainty, conjeftures might be formed concerning 
his charafter and future conduct. As James 
poffeffed talents of that kind, which make a 
better figure in converfation than in adtion, he 
gainecl a great deal by this interview with the 
Jinglifh fecretary, who, notwithftanding the 
cold reception which he met with, gave fuch an 
advantageous reprefentation of his abilities, as 
determined Elizabeth to treat him, hencefor- 
T,vard, with greater decency and refpeft1. 

Elizabeth’s eagernefs to protect the confpi- 
rators rendered James more violent in his pro- 
ceedings againlt them. As they had all refufed 
to accept of pardon upon the terms which he 
Lad offered, they were required, by a new pro- 
clamation, to lurrender themfelves prifoners. 
The earl of Angus alone complied; the reft 
either fled into England, or obtained the king’s 
licence to retire into foreign parts. A conven- 
tion of eftates was held, the members of which, 
deceived by an unworthy artifice of Arran’s, 
declared thofe concerned in the Raid of Ruthven 
to have been guilty of high treafon; appointed 
the a£t puffed laft year approving of their con- 
duft to be expunged out of the records; and 
engaged to fupport the king in profecuting the 
fugitives with the utmoft rigour of law. 

The confpirators, though far from having 
done any thing that was uncommon in that age, 
among mutinous nobles, and under an unfettled 
ftate of government, muft be acknowledged to 
have been guilty of an a£t of treafon againft 
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their fovereign ; and James, who confidered 
their conduit in this light, had good reafon to 
boaft of his clemency, when he offered to par- 
don them upon their confeffing their crime. 
But, on the other hand, it muft be allowed 
that, after the king’s voluntary promife of a 
general oblivion, they had fome reafon to com- 
plain of breach of faith, and, without the moll 
unpardonable imprudence, could not have put 
their lives in Arran’s power. 

1584.] The intereft of the church was con- 
fiderably affeited by thefe contrary revolutions. 
While the confpirators kept poffefiion of power, 
the clergy not only recovered, but extended 
their privileges. As they had formerly declared 
the hierarchy to be unlawful, they took fome 
bold meafures towards exterminating the epif- 
copal order out of the church; and it was 
owing more to Adamfon’s dexterity in perplex- 
ing and lengthening out the procefs for that 
purpofe, than to their own want of zeal, that 
they did not deprive, and perhaps excommuni- 
cate, all the bilhops in Scotland. When the 
king recovered his liberty, things put on a very 
different afpect. The favour bellowed upon 
Arran, the enemy of every thing decent and 
facred, and the rigorous profecution of thofe 
nobles who had been the moll zealous defenders 
of the proteftant caufe, were confidered as fure 
prefages of the approaching ruin of the church. 
The clergy could not conceal their apprehen- 
fions, nor view this impending danger in filence. 
Dury, who had been reftored to his office as 
one of the minifters of Edinburgh, openly 
applauded the Raid of Ruthven in the pulpit, 
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at which the king was fo enraged, that, not- 
withftanding feme fymptoms of his fubmiffion, 
he commanded him to refign his charge in the 
city. Mr. Andrew Melvil, being fummoned 
before the privy council, to aniwer for the 
do&rine which he had uttered in a fermon at 
St. Andrew’s, and accufed of comparing the 
prefent grievances of the nation with thofe 
under James III. and of intimating obliquely 
that they ought to be redreffed in the fame 
manner, thought it incumbent on him to behave 
with great firmnefs. He declined the jurifdic* 
tion pt a civil court, in a caufe which he main- 
tained to be purely ecclefiaftical; the prefbytery, 
of which he was a member, had, as he con- 
tended, the foie right to call him to account 
for words fpoken in the pulpit; and neither the 
king nor council could judge, in the firft in- 
ftance, of the doftrine delivered by preachers, 
without violating the immunities of the church. 
This exemption from civil jurifdidfion was a 
privilege which the popiih eccleiiaftics, admir- 
able judges of whatever contributed to increafe 
the luftre or power of their body, had long 
flruggled for, and had at laft obtained. If the 
fame plea had now been admitted, the protef- 
tant clergy would have become independent on 
the civil magiftrate ; and an order of men ex- 
tremely ufeful to fpciety while they inculcate 
thofe duties which tend to promote its happinefs 
and tranquillity, might have become no lefs per- 
nicious, by teaching, without fear or control, 
the mofl dangerous principles, or by exciting 
their hearers to the moft defperate and lawlefs 
aftions. The king, jealous to excefs of his 
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prerogative, was alarmed at this daring en- 
croachment on it; and as Melvil, by his learn- 
ing and zeal, had acquired the reputation and 
authority of head of the party, he refolved to 
punilh him with the rigour which that pre-emi- 
nence rendered neceffary, and to difcourage, by 
a timely feverity, the revival of fuch a danger- 
ous claim. Melvil, however, avoided his rage, 
by flying into England; and the pulpits re- 
founded with complaints that the king had 
cxtinguifhed the light of learning in the king- 
dom, and deprived the church of the ableft and 
moft faithful guardian of its liberties and dif- 
cipline m. 

Thefe violent declamations of the clergy 
againft the meafures of the court were ex- 
tremely acceptable to the people. The con- 
fpirators, though driven out of the kingdom, 
ftill pofl'efled great influence there; and as they 
had every thing to fear from the refentment of 
a young prince, irritated by the furious counfels 
of Arran, they never ceafed foliciting their 
adherents to take arms in their defence. Cow- 
rie, the only perfon among them who had fub- 
mitted to the king, and accepted of a pardon, 
foon repented of a ftep which loft him the 
cftecm of one party, without gaining the con- 
fidence of the other; and, after fuffering many 
mortifications from the king’s negledl and the 
haughtinefs of Arran, he was at laft commanded 
to leave Scotland, and to refide in France. 
While he waited at Dundee for an opportunity 
to embark, he was informed that the earls of 
Angus, Mar, and the tutor of Glamis, had 

m Spotfw. 330, Cald. iii. 304. 
concerted 
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concerted a fcheme for furpriiing the caftle of 
Stirling. In his fituation, little perfualion was 
neceffary to draw him to engage in it. Under 
various pretexts he put off his voyage, and lay 
ready to take arms on the day tixed by the 
confpirators for the execution of their enterprife. 
His lingering fo long at Dundee, without any 
apparent reafon, awakened the fufpicion of the 
court, proved fatal to himfelf, and difappointed 
the fuccefs of the confpiracy. Colonel William 
Stewart furrounded the houfe where he lodged 
with a body of foldiers, and, in fpite of his 
rdiliance, took him prifoner. Two days after, 
Angus, Mar, and Glamis feized the caftle of 
Stirling, and erecting their ftandard there, pub- 
lilhed a manifefto, declaring that they took 
arms for no other reafon but to remove from the 
king’s prefence a minion who had acquired 
power by the moft unworthy adtions, and who 
exercifed it with the moft intolerable infolence. 
The account of Gowrie’s imprifonment ftruck 
a damp upon their fpirits. They imputed it to 
treachery on his part, and fufpefted, that as he 
had formerly deferted, he had now betrayed 
them. At the fame time Elizabeth having 
negle&ed to fupply them in due time with a 
fum of money, which Ihe had promifed to them, 
and their friends and vaffals coming in llowly, 
they appeared irrefolute and difheartened; and 
as the king, who a&ed with great vigour, ad- 
vanced towards them at the head of twenty 
thoufand men, they fled precipitately towards 
England, and with difficulty made their efcape". 

n Home’s Hi ft. of Houfe of Dougl. 376. Spotfvv. 330. 
CaMerw. iii. 324, &c. 
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This rafh and feeble attempt produced fuch 
effects as ufually follow difappointed confpi- 
racies. It not only hurt the caufe for which it 
was undertaken, but added ftrength and repu- 
tation to the king ; confirmed Arran’s power ; 
and enabled them to purfue their meafures with 
more boldnefs and greater fuccefs. Gowrie was 
the firll victim of their refentment. After a 
very informal trial, a jury of peers found him 
guilty of treafon, and he was publicly beheaded 
at Stirling. 

To humble the church was the king’s next 
ftep. But as it became necefiary, for this pur- 
pofe, to call in the aid of the legiflative autho- 
rity, a parliament was haftily fummoned [May 
22] : and while fo many of the nobles were 
banilhed out of the kingdom, or forbidden to 
appear in the king’s prefence ; while Arran’s 
haughtinefs kept lome at a diilance, and inti- 
midated others; the meeting confifted only of 
fuch as were abfolutely at the devotion of the 
court. In order to conceal the laws which were 
framing from the knowledge of the clergy, the 
lords of the articles were fworn to fecrecy ; and 
when fome of the minifters, who either fuf- 
pected or were informed of the danger, deputed 
one of their number to declare their apprehen- 
iions to the king, he was feized at the palace- 
gate, and carried to a diftant prifon. Others, 
attempting to enter the parliament-houfe, were 
refufed admittance °; and fuch laws were palled, 
as totally overturned the conftitution and dif- 
eipline of the church. The refufing to ac» 

9 Cald. iii. 36$. 
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knowledge the jurifdiftion of the privy council; 
the pretending an exemption from the authority 
of the civil courts; the attempting to diminifh the 
rights and privileges of any of the three eftates 
in parliament, were declared to be high treafon 
£May 22]. The holding affemblies, whether civil 
or eccleliaftical, without the king’s permiflion or 
appointment; the uttering, either privately or 
publicly, in fermons or in declamations, any 
falfe and fcandalous reports againil the king, his 
anceftors, or minifters, were pronounced capital 
crimes P. 

When thefe laws were pub! ifiled at the crofs 
of Edinburgh, according to the ancient cuftom, 
Mr. Robert Pont, minifter of St. Cuthbert’s 
and one of the lords of fefiion, folemnly pro- 
teiled againff them, in the name of his brethren, 
becaufe they had been paffed without the know- 
ledge or confent of the church. Ever fince the 
Reformation, the pulpits and eccleliaftical judi- 
catories had both been efteemed facred. In the 
former, the clergy had been accuftomed to cen- 
fure and admonifh with unbounded liberty. In 
the latter, they exercifed an uncontrolled and 
independent jurifdidiion. The blow was now 
aimed at both thefe privileges. Thefe new 
ftatutes were calculated to render churchmen as 
inconliderable as they were indigent: and as the 1 
avarice of the nobles had ftripped them of the 
wealth, the king’s ambition was about to de- 
prive them of the power, which once belonged 
to their order. No wonder the alarm was uni- 
verfal, and the complaints loud. All the mi- 

P Pari. 8 Jac. VI. 
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nifters of Edinburgh forfook their charge, and 
fled into England. The moll eminent clergy- 
men throughout the kingdom imitated their 
example. Defolation and allonilhment appeared 
in every part of the Scottilh church ; the people 
bewailed the lofs of pallors whom they elleem- 
ed ; and full of conllernation at an event fo 
unexpedled, openly exprelled their rage againil 
Arran, and began to fufpe£l the king himfclf 
to be an enemy to the reformed religion <1. 

BOOK VII. 

TTTHile Scotland was torn by inteftine fac- 
tions, Elizabeth was alarmed with the 

rumour of a projedl in agitation for fetting 
Mary at liberty. Francis Throkmorton, a 
Chdhire gentleman, was fufpecled of being 
deeply concerned in the defign, and on that 
fufpicion he was taken into cuftody. Among 
his papers were found two lills, one of the 
principal harbours in the kingdom, with an 
account of their fituation, and of the depth of 
water in each ; the other, of all the eminent 
Roman catholics in England. This circum- 
ftance confirmed the fufpicion again!! him, and 
fome dark and defperate confpiracy was fup- 
pofed juft ready to break out. At firft he 
boldly avowed his innocence, and declared that 
the two papers were forged by the queen’s 

q Spotfw. 333. 
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minifters, in order to intimidate or enfnare him ; 
and he even endured the rack with the utmoft 
fortitude. But being brought a fecond time to 
the place of torture, his refolution failed him, 
and he not only acknowledged that he had held 
a fecret correfpondence with the queen of Scots, 
but difcovered a deiign that was formed to in- 
vade England. The duke of Guife, he faid, 
undertook to furnifh troops, and to conduct the 
enterprife. The pope and king of Spain were 
to fupply the money neceffary for carrying it 
on; all the Englifh exiles were eager to take 
arms; many of the catholics at home would be 
ready to join them at their landing; Mendoza, 
the Spanilh amballador, who was the life of the 
confpiracy, fpared no pains in fomenting the 
fpirit of difaffection among the Englilh, or in 
haftening the preparations on the continent; and 
by his command, he made the two lifts, the 
copies whereof had been found in his pofteflion. 
This confeffion he retracted at his trial; returned 
to it again after fentence was pafled upon him ; 
and retradted it once more at the place of exe- 
cution a. 

To us in the prefent age, who are aflifted in 
forming our opinion of this matter by the light 
which time and hiftory have thrown upon the 
defigns and charafters of the princes of Guife, 
many circumftances of Throkmorton’s confef- 
fion appear to be extremely remote from truth, 
or even from probability. The duke of Guife 
was, at that junfture, far from being in a fitu- 
ation to undertake foreign conquefts. Without 

1 Hollingihead, 1370. 
either 
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either power or office at court; hated by the 
king, and perfecuted by the favourites ; he had 
no leifure for any thoughts of difturbing the 
quiet of neighbouring ftates; his vail and am- 
bitious mind was wholly occupied in laying the 
foundation of that famous league which fhook 
the throne of France. But at the time when 
Elizabeth detected this confpiracy, the clofe 
union between the houfe of Guife and Philip was 
remarkable to all Europe; and as their great 
enterprife again if Henry III. was not yet dif- 
clofed, as they endeavoured to conceal that 
under their threatenings to invade England, 
Throkmorton’s difcovery appeared to be ex- 
tremely probable; and Elizabeth, who knew 
how ardently all the parties mentioned by him 
wiffied her downfall, thought that (lie could not 
guard her kingdom with too much care. The 
indifcreet zeal of the Engliffi exiles increafed her 
fears. Not fatisiied with inceffant outcries againft 
her feverity towards the Scottifh queen, and her 
cruel perlecution of her catholic fubjedls, not 
thinking it enough that one pope had threatened 
her with the fentence of excommunication, and 
another had aftually pronounced it, they now 
began to difperfe books and writings in which 
they endeavoured to perfuade their difciples, that 
it would be a meritorious action to take away 
her life ; they openly exhorted the maids of ho- 
nour to treat her as Judith did Holofernes, and, 
by fuch an illufttious deed, to render their own 
names honourable and facred in the church 
throughout all future agesb. For all thefe 

t> Camd. 497. 
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reafons, Elizabeth not only inflifted the punilh- 
ment of a traitor on Throkmorton, but com- 
manded the Spanifh ambaflador inftantly to leave 
England ; and that Ihe might be in no danger of 
being attacked within the ifland, fhe determined 
to ufe her utmoft efforts, in order to recover 
that influence over the Scottifh councils, which 
fhe had for feme time entirely loft. 

There were three different methods by which 
Elizabeth might hope to accomplifti this ; either 
by furnilhing fuch effeftual aid to the banifhed 
nobles, as wrould enable them to refume the chief 
direction of affairs; or bv entering into fuch a 
treaty with Man,’, as might intimidate her fon, 
who being now accuftomed to govern, would not 
be averfe from agreeing to any terms rather than 
reflgn the feeptre, or admit an affociate in the 
throne ; or by gaining the earl of Arran, to fe- 
cure the direction of the king his mafter. The 
3aft was not only the eafieft and fpeedieft, but moft 
likely to be fuccefsful. This Elizabeth refolved 
to purfue ; but without laying the other two alto- 
gether afide. With this view fhe fent Davifon, 
one of her principal fecretaries, a man of abilities 
and addrefs, into Scotland. A minifter fo venal 
as Arran, hated by his own countrymen, and 
holding his power by the moft precarious of all 
tenures, the favour of a young prince, accepted 
Elizabeth’s offers without hefitatfon, and deemed 
the acquifition of her protection to be the moft 
iolid foundation of his own greatnefs. Soon 
after [Aug. 13] he confented to an interview 
with lord Hunfdon, the governor of Berwick, 
and being honoured with the pompous title of 
lieutenant general for the king, he appeared at 

the 
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the place appointed with a fplendid train. In 
Hunidon’s prefence he renewed his promifes of 
an inviolable and faithful attachment to the Eng- 
lilh intereft, and allured him that James fhould 
enter into no negotiation which might tend to in- 
terrupt the peace between the two kingdoms; 
and as Elizabeth began to entertain the fame 
fears and jealoufies concerning the king’s mar- 
riage, which had formerly difquieted her with re- 
gard to his mother’s, he undertook to prevent 
James from liilening to any overture of that 
kind, until he had previoufly obtained the queen 
of England’s confentc. 

The banilhed lords and their adherents foon 
felt the effects of Arran’s friendlhip with England. 
As Elizabeth had permitted them to take refuge 
in her dominions, and feveral of her minifters were 
of opinion that Ihe ought to employ her arms in 
defence of their caufe, the fear of this was the 
only thing which reftrained James and his fa- 
vourite from proceeding to fuch extremities 
againit them, as might have excited the pity or 
indignation of the Englifh, and have prompted 
them to exert themfelves with vigour in their be- 
half. But every apprehenlion of this kind being 
now removed, they ventured to call a parliament 
£Aug. 22], in which an aft was paffed, attaint- 
ing Angus, Mar, Glamis, and a great number 
of their followers. Their eftates devolved to the 
crown, and according to the praftice of the 
Scottilh monarchs, who were obliged to reward 
the faftion which adhered to them, by dividing 
with it the fpoils of the vanquilhed, James dealt 

* Cald. iii. 491, Mflv. 315. See Append. No. XLIJI. 
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out the greater part of thefe to Arran and his 
afl'ociates d. 

Nor was the treatment of the clergy lefs rigor- 
ous. All minifters, readers, and profeflbrs in 
colleges, were enjoined to fubfcribe, within 
forty days, a paper teftifying their approbation 
of the laws concerning the church enabled in lalt 
parliament. Many, overawed or corrupted by 
the court, ydelded obedience ; others Hood out. 
The flipends of the latter were fequeftered, fame 
of the more ablive committed to prifon, and 
numbers compelled to fly the kingdom. Such 
as complied, fell under the fufpicion of ailing 
from mercenary or ambitious motives. Such as 
adhered to their principles and fuffered in confe- 
quence of it, acquired high reputation, by giving 
this convincing evidence of their firmnefs and 
fincerity. The judicatories of the church were 
almoft entirely fuppreffed. In fame places fcarce 
as many minifters remained, as to perform the 
duties of religious worftiip; they foon funk in 
reputation among the people, and being prohi- 
bited not only from difcourfing of public affairs, 
but ■obliged, by the jealoufy of the adminiftra- 
tion, to frame every fentiment and expreflion 
in fuch a manner as to give the court no offence, 
their fermons were deemed languid, infipid, and 
contemptible; and it became the general opi- 
nion, that together with the moft virtuous of 
the nobles and the moft faithful of the clergy, 
the power and vigour of religion were now banilli- 
ed out of the kingdome. 

d Cald. iii. 527. e Ibid. lii. 5S9. 
Meanwhile, 
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Meanwhile, Elizabeth was carrying on one of 

thofe fruitlefs negotiations with the queen of 
Scots, which it had become almoil matter of 
form to renew every year. They ferved not only 
to amufe that unhappy princefs with fome prof- 
pect of liberty; but furnifhed an apology for 
eluding the folicitations of foreign powers in her 
behalf; and were of ufe to overawe James, by 
jhewing him that flie could at any time fet free 
a dangerous rival to difpute his authority. Thefe 
treaties fhe fuffered to proceed to what length 
fhe pleafed, and never wanted a pretence for 
breaking them off, when they became no longer 
neceffary. The treaty now on foot was not, 
perhaps, more fincere than many which preceded 
it; the reafons, however, which rendered it inef- 
fectual were far from being frivolous. 

As Crichton, a jefuit, was failing from Flanders 
towards Scotland, the ihip on board of which he 
was a palfenger happened to be chafed by pirates, 
who, in that age, olten infefted the narrow feas. 
Crichton, in great confufion, tore in pieces fome 
papers in his cuftody, and threw them away ; 
but by a very extraordinary accident, the wind 
blew them back into the ihip, and they were im- 
mediately taken up by fome of the paffengers, 
who carried them to Wade, the clerk of the 
privy council. He, with great induftry and pa- 
tience, joined them together, and they were 
found to contain the account of a plot faid to 
have been formed by the king of Spain and the 
duke of Guife, for invading England. The 
people were not yet recovered from the fear and 
anxiety occafioned by the eonfpiracy in which 

3 Throk- 
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Throkmorton had been engaged, and as his 
difcoveries appeared now to be confirmed by ad- 
ditional evidence, not only all their former ap- 
prehenfions recurred, but the confternation be- 
came general and excellive. As all the dangers 
with which England had been threatened for 
fome years flowed either immediately from Mary 
herfelf, or from fuch as made ufe of her name to 
juftify their infurredfions and confpiracies, this 
gradually diminiftied the compaflion due to her 
iituation, and the Engliih, inltead of pitying, 
began to fear and to hate her. Elizabeth, under 
whofe wife and pacific reign the Englilh enjoyed 
tranquillity, and had opened fources of wealth 
unknown to their anceftors, was extremely be- 
loved by all her people; and regard to her 
fafety, not lefs than to their own interefl, ani- 
mated them againfi: the Scottifli queen. In order 
to difcourage her adherents, it was thought ne- 
cefl'ary to convince them, by fome public deed, 
of the attachment of the Englifli to their own 
fovereign, and that any attempt againfl: her life 
would prove fatal to her rival. With this view 
an ajfociation was framed [Oct. 19], thelubfcrib- ; 

ers of which bound themlelves by the molt folemn 
oaths, “ to defend the queen againfi; all her ene- - 
mies, foreign and domeftic ; and if violence Ihould 
be offered to her life, in order to favour the title 1 
of any pretender to the crown, they not only 
engaged never to allow or acknowledge the per- 
fon or perfons by whom, or for whom, fuch a 
deteftable aft fliould be committed, but vowed, 
in the prefence of the eternal God, to profecute 
fuch perfon or perfons to the death, and to pur- 
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fue them with their utmoft vengeance, to their 
utter overthrow and extirpation f.” Perfons of 
all ranks fubfcribed this combination with the 
greateft eagernefs and unanimity 

Mary confidered this affociation, not only as 
an avowed defign to exclude her from all right 
of fucceffion, but as the certain and immediate 
forerunner of her deftruftion. In order to avert 
this, Ihe made fuch feeble efforts as were ftill in 
her power, and fent Naue, her fecretary, to 
court, with offers of more entire refignation to 
the will of Elizabeth, in every point, which had 
been the occafion of their long enmity, than all 
her fufferings hitherto had been able to extort h. 
But whether Mary adhered inflexibly to her pri- 
vileges as an independent fovereign, or, yielding 
to the necefffty of her lituation, endeavoured, by 
conceffions, to footh her rival, fhe was equally 
unfuccefsful. Her firmnefs was imputed to ob- 
ffinacy, or to the fecret hope of foreign affiftance ; • 
her conceflions were either believed to be infincere, 
or to flow from the fear of fome imminent danger. 
Her prefent willingnefs, however, to comply 
with any terms was fo great, that Walfingham 
warmly urged his miftrefs to come to a final 
agreement with her1. But Elizabeth was per- 
fuaded, that it was the fpirit raifed by the affo- 
ciation which had rendered her fo paffive and 
compliant. She always imagined that there was 
fomething myfterious and deceitful in all Mary’s 
aftions, and fufpedfed her of carrying on a dan- 
gerous correfpondence with the Englifh catho- 

f State Trials, i. I2i. ® Camd. 495. 
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lies, both within and without the kingdom. 
Nor were her iufpicions altogether void of 
foundation. Mary had, about this time, writ- 
ten a letter to iir Francis Inglefield, urging him 
to harten the execution of what flie calls the 
Great Plot or Dejigtment, without hefitating on 
account of any danger in which it might involve 
her life, which (he would molt willingly part 
with, if, by that facrifice, fhe could procure re- 
lief for fo great a number of the oppreffed chil- 
dren of the churchk. Inftead, therefore, of 
hearkening to the overtures which the Scottifli 
queen made, or granting any mitigation of the 
hardlhips of which Ihe complained, Elizabeth 
refolved to take her out of the hands of the 
earl of Shrewfbury, and to appoint fir Amias 
Paulet and fir Drue Drury to be her keepers. 
Shrewlbury had difeharged his truft with great 
fidelity, during fifteen years, but, at the fame 
time, had treated Mary with gentlenefs and 
refpe£t, and had always fwee.tened harlh com- 
mands by the humanity with which he put them 
in execution. The fame politenefs was not to 
be expe&ed from men of an inferior rank, whofe 
fevere vigilance, perhaps, was their chief recom- 
mendation to that employment, and the only 
merit by which they could pretend to gain fa- 
vour or preferment1. 

As James was no lefs eager than ever to de- 
prive the banilhed nobles of Elizabeth’s pro- 
teftion, he appointed the mafter of Gray his 
ambaflador to the court of England, and in- 
trufted him with the conduct of a negotiation 

k Strype,iii. 246, • Camd. 500, 
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for that purpofe. For this honour he was in- 
debted to the envy and jealoufy of the earl of 
Arran. Gray poffeffed all the talents of a cour- 
tier ; a graceful perfon, an infinuating addrefs, 
boundlefs ambition, and a reftlefs and intriguing 
fpirit. During his refidence in France, he had 
been admitted into the moll intimate familiarity 
with the duke of Guife, and, in order to gain 
his favour, had renounced the proteftant reli- 
gion, and profefied the utmoll zeal for the cap- 
tive queen, who carried on a fecret correfpond- 
ence with him, from which fhe expected great 
advantages. On his return into Scotland, he 
paid court to James with extraordinary affiduity, 
and his accomplilhments did not fail to make 
their ufual impreffion on the king’s heart. Ar- 
ran, who had introduced him, began quickly to 
dread his growing favour ; and flattering himfelf, 
that abfence would efface any fentiments of ten- 
dernefs, which were forming in the mind of a 
young prince, pointed him out, by his malicious 
praifes, as the molt proper perfon in the king- 
dom for an embaffy of fuch importance; and 
contributed to raife him to that high dignity, in 
order to haften his fall. Elizabeth, who had 
an admirable dexterity in difcovering the proper 
inftruments for carrying on her deligns, endea- 
voured, by careffes, and by prefents, to fecure 
Gray' to her intereft. The former flattered his 
vanity, which was great; the latter fupplied his 
profufenefs, which was itill greater. He aban- 
doned himfelf without referve to Elizabeth’s 
direction, and not only undertook to retain the 
king under the influence of England, but acted 
as a fpy upon the Scottilh queen, and betrayed 

vol. n. c c _ to 
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to her rival every fecret that he could draw 
from her by his high pretenfions of zeal in her 
fervice m. 

Gray’s credit with the Englifh court was ex- 
tremely galling to the banifhed nobles. Eliza- 
beth no longer thought of employing her power 
to reftore them; (he found it eafier to govern 
Scotland by corrupting the king’s favourites; 
and, in compliance with Gray’s folicitations, flte 
commanded the exiles to leave the north of Eng- 
land [Dec. 31], and to remove into the heart of 
the kingdom. This rendered it difficult for them 
to hold any correfpondence with their partifans 
in Scotland, and almoft: impoffible to return 
thither without her permiffion. Gray, by gain- 
ing a point which James had fo much at heart, 
riveted himfelf more firmly than ever in his fa- 
vour ; and, by acquiring greater reputation, be- 
came capable of ferving Elizabeth with greater 
fuccefs n. 

1585.] Arran had now pofTefTed for fome 
time all the power, the riches, and the honours, 
that his immoderate ambition could defire, or the 
fondnefs of a prince, who fet no limits to his 
liberality towards his favourites, could bellow. 
The office of lord chancellor, the higheft and 
moll important in the kingdom, was conferred 
upon him, even during the life of the earl of 
Argyll, who fucceeded Athol in that dignity 0 ; 
and the public beheld, with aftoniffiment and in- 
dignation, a man educated as a foldier of fortune, 
ignorant of law, and a contemner of jultice, ap- 

m Strype, iii. 30a. Melv. 316. » Cald. iii. 643. 
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pointed to preflde in parliament, in the privy- 
council, in the court of fefiion, and intruded 
with the fupreme difpofal of the property of his 
fellow-fubjefts. He was, at the fame time, go- 
vernor of the caftles of Stirling and Edinburgh, 
the two principal forts in Scotland ; provoft of 
the city of Edinburgh : and as if by all thefe 
accumulated dignities his merits were not fufli- 
ciently recompenfed, he had been created lieu- 
tenant general over the whole kingdom. No 
perfon was admitted into the king’s prefence 
without his permiffion ; no favour could be ob- 
tained but by his mediation. James, occupied 
with youthful amufements, devolved upon him 
the whole regal authority. Such unmerited ele- 
vation increafed his natural arrogance, and ren- 
dered it intolerable. He w-as no longer content 
with the condition of a fubjeft, but pretended 
to derive his pedigree from Murdo duke of 
Albany ; and boaited openly, that his title to 
tire crown was preferable to that of the king 
himfelf. But, together with thefe thoughts of 
royalty, he retained the meannefs fuitable to 
his primitive indigence. His venality as a judge 
was fcandalous, and was exceeded only by that 
of his w-ife, w-ho, in defiance of decency, made 
herfelf a party in almoft every fuit which came 
to be decided, employed her influence to corrupt 
or to overawe the judges, and almoft openly dic- 
tated their decifionsP. His rapacioufnefs as a 
minifter was infatiable. Not fatisfied with the 
revenues of fo many offices ; w-ith the efiate and 
honours which belonged to the family of Ha- 

pCaiid, iii. 331. Scatftjrvet’s Staggering State, 7- 
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milton ; or with the greater part of Cowrie’s 
lands, which had fallen to his (hare ; he grafped 
at the pofTeffions of feveral of the nobles. He 
required lord Maxwell to exchange part of his 
eftate, for the forfeited lands of Kinneil; and be- 
caufe he was unwilling to quit an ancient inheiit- 
ance for a poffeflion fo precarious, he ilirred up 
againit him his hereditary rival, the laird of John- 
llon, and involved that corner of the kingdom 
in a civil war. He committed to prifon the earl 
of Athol, lord Home, and the mailer of Caffils ; 
the firil, becaufe he would not divorce his wife 
the daughter of the earl of Cowrie, and entail 
his ellate on him; the fecond, becaufe he was 
unwilling to part with fome lands adjacent to one 
of Arran’s eilates; and the third, for refufing 
to lend him money. His fpies and informers 
filled the whole country, and intruded themfelves 
into every company. The neareft neighbours 
diftrufled and feared each other. All familiar 
fociety was at an end. Even the common inter- 
courfes of humanity were interrupted, no man 
knowing in whom to confide, or where to utter 
his complaints. There is not perhaps in hiftory 
an example of a minifter fo univerfally deteftable 
to a nation, or who more juftly deferred its de- 
tellation i. 

Arran, notwithftanding, regardlefs of the fen- 
timents, and defpifing the murmurs of the people, 
gave a loofe to his natural temper, and proceeded 
to a£ls Hill more violent. David Home of Ar- 
gaty, and Patrick his brother, having received 
letters from one of the banilhed lords, about pri- 

H Spotfw. 337, 338. 
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vate bufinefs, were condemned and put to death, 
for holding correfpondence with rebels. Cunning- 
hame of Drumwhafel, and Douglas of Mains, 
two gentlemen of honour and reputation, were 
accufed of having confpired with the exiled nobles 
to feize the king’s perfon. A fmgle witnefs only- 
appeared ; the evidence they produced of their 
innocence was unanfwerable ; their accufer him- 
felf not long after acknowledged that he had been 
fuborned by Arran ; and all men believed the 
charge againft them to be groundlefs; they were 
found guilty, notwithftanding, and fullered the 
death of traitors1 [Feb. 9]. 

About the fame time that thefe gentlemen 
were punilhed for a pretended confpiracy, Eliza- 
beth’s life was endangered by a real one. Parry, 
a doftor of laws, and a member of the houfe of 
commons, a man vain and fantaftic, but of a 
refolute fpirit, had lately been reconciled to the 
church of Rome ; and fraught with the zeal of 
a new convert, he offered to demonftrate the 
fincerity of his attachment to the religion which 
he had embraced, by killing Elizabeth. Cardinal 
Allen had publilhed a book, to prove the murder 
of an excommunicated prince to be not only 
lawful, but a meritorious adtion. The pope’s 
nuncio at Venice, the jefuits both there and at 
Paris, the Englilh exiles, all approved of the 
defign. The pope himfelf exhorted him to per- 
fevere ; and granted him for his encouragement, 
a plenary indulgence, and remiffion of his fins. 
Cardinal di Como wrote to him a letter to the 
fame purpofe. But though he often got accefs 

r SpcF.fw. 338. Cald, hi. 794, 
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to the queen, fear, or fome remaining fenfe of 
duty, reftrained him from perpetrating the 
crime. Happily, his intention was at lall dif- 
covered by Nevil, the only perfon in England to 
whom he had communicated it; and having him- 
felf voluntarily confeffed his guilt, he fuffered the 
punifhment which it deferred8 March 2]. 

Thefe repeated confpiracies againft their fo- 
vereign awakened the indignation of the Englifh 
parliament, and produced a very extraordinary 
ilatute, which, in the end, proved fatal to the 
queen of Scots. By this law the alfociation in 
defence of Elizabeth’s life was ratified, and it was 
further enacted, “ That if any rebellion (hall be 
“ excited in the kingdom, or any thing attempted 
“ to the hurt of her majelty’s perfon, by or for 
“ any perfon pretending a title to the crown, 
“ the queen lhall empower twenty-four perfons, 
“ by a commiffion under the great feal, to exa- 
“ mine into, and pafs fentence upon fuch of- 
“ fences; and after judgment given, a proclama- 

tion {hall be iffued, declaring the perfons whom 
“ they find guilty, excluded from any right to 
ff the crown ; and her majelty’s fubjedts may 

lawfully purfue every one of them to the 
death, with all their aiders and abettors : and 
if any defign againft the life of the queen 
take effedt, the perfons by or for whom fuch 

M a deteftable adt is executed, and their iffuesy 
“ being in any wife alfenting or privy to the 

fame, {hall be difabled for ever from pretending 
to the crown, and be purfued to death in the 
like manner'.” This adt was plainly levelled 

* State Trials, vel. i. 103, t Ibid, j, 123. 
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at the queen of Scots; and whether we confider it 
as a voluntary expreffion of the zeal and concern 
of the nation for Elizabeth’s fafety, or whether 
we impute it to the influence which that artful 
princefs preferved over her parliaments, it is no 
eafy matter to reconcile it with the general prin- 
ciples of juftice or humanity. Mary was thereby 
rendered accountable not only for her own aftions, 
but for thofe of others; in confequence of which, 
fhe might forfeit her right of fucceflion, and even 
her life itfelf. 

Mary juftly confidered this aft as a warning 
to prepare for the worft extremities. Elizabeth’s 
minifliers, it is probable, had refolved by this time 
to take away her life ; and fuffered books to be 
publiflied, in order to perfuade the nation that 
this cruel and unprecedented meafure was not 
only neceffary but juft ". Even that ftiort period 
of her days which remained, they rendered un- 
comfortable, by every hardftiip and indignity 
which it was in their power to inflift. Almoft 
all her fervants were difmifled, ftie was treated 
no longer with the refpeft due to a queen ; 
and, though the rigour of feventeen years im- 
prifonment had broken her conftitution, ftie 
was confined to two ruinous chambers, fcarcely 
habitable, even in the middle of fummer, by 
reafon of cold. Notwithftanding the fcanti- 
nefs of her revenue, Ihe had been accuftomed to 
diftribute regularly fome alms among the poor 
in the village adjoining to the caftle. Paulet 
now refufed her liberty to perform this pious 
and humane office, which had afforded her great 

u Strype, iii. jpg. 
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confolation amidft her own fufFerings. The caftle 
in which flic rdided was converted into a com- 
mon prifon ; and a young man, fufpefted of 
popery, was confined there, and treated under 
her eye with fuch rigour, that he died of the ill 
ufage. She often complained to Elizabeth of 
thefe multiplied injuries, and expoftulated as be- 
came a woman and a queen ; but as no political 
reafon now obliged that princefs to amufe her 
any longer with fallacious hopes, far from grant- 
ing her any redrefs, Ihe did not even deign to 
give her any anfwer. The king of France, clofely 
allied to Elizabeth, on whom he depended for 
afiiftance againft his rebellious fubjefts, was afraid 
of efpoufing Mary’s caufe with any warmth ; and 
all his felicitations in her behalf were feeble, for- 
mal, and inefficacious. But Caftelnau, the French 
ambaflador, whofe compaffion and zeal for the 
unhappy queen fupplied the defects in his inllruc- 
tions, remonftrated with fuch vigour againft the 
indignities to which ffie was expofed, that, by his 
importunity, he prevailed at length to have her 
removed toTuthbury ; though ffie was confined 
the greater part of another winter in her prefent 
wretched habitation x. 

Neither the infults of her enemies, nor the 
negleft of her friends, made fuch an impreffion on 
Mary, as the ingratitude of her fon. James had 
hitherto treated his mother with filial refpedt, and 
had even entered into negotiations with her, 
which gave umbrage to Elizabeth. But as it 
was not the intereft of the Engliffi queen that his 
good correfpondence ftiould continue^ Gray, 

* Jebb, vol. ii. 576—538. 
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who, on his return into Scotland, found his fa- 
vour with the king greatly increafed by the fuc- 
cefs of his embaffy, perfuaded him to write a 
harfli and undutiful letter to his mother, in which 
he exprefsly refufed to acknowledge her to be 
queen of Scotland, or to conlider his affairs as 
connected, in any wife, with her’s. This cruel 
requital of her maternal tendernefs overwhelmed 
Mary with forrow and defpair. “ Was it for 
“ this,” faid (he, in a letter to the French am- 
baffador [March 24], “ that I have endured fo 
“ much, in order to preferve for him the inherit- 

ance to which I have a juft right ? I am 
far from envying his authority in Scotland. I 

“ defire no power there; nor wifh to fet my 
“ foot in that kingdom, if it were not for the 
“ pleafure of once embracing a fon, whom I have 
“ hitherto loved with too tender affeftion. 
“ Whatever he either enjoys or expecls he de- 
“ rived it from me. From him I never received 
“ affiftance, fupply, or benefit of any kind. Let 
“ not my allies treat him any longer as a king : 
“ he holds that dignity by my confent; and if 
“ a fpeedy repentance do not appeafe my juft 
“ refentment, I will load him with a parent’s 
“ curfe, and furrender my crown, with all my 
“ pretenfions, to one who will receive them with 
“ gratitude, and defend them with vigour L” 
The love which James bore to his mother, whom 
he had never known, and whom he had been 
early taught to confider as one of the moft aban- 
doned perfons of her fex, cannot be fuppofed ever 
to have been ardent; and he did not now take apy 

Y Murdin, 566. Jebb, ii. 571. See Append. No. XLV. 
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pains to regain her favour. But whether her 
indignation at his undutiful behaviour, added to 
her bigoted attachment to popery, prompted 
Mary at anytime to think feriouflyof dilinherit- 
ing her fon ; or whether thefe threajtenings 
were uttered in a hidden fally of difappointed 
affection, it is now no eafy matter to determine. 
Some papers which are flill extant feem to render 
the former not improbable z. 

Cares of another kind, and no lefs.difquieting, 
occupied Elizabeth’s thoughts. The calm which 
hie had long enjoyed, feemed now to be at an 
end; and fuch ftorms were gathering in every 
quarter, as fdled her with juft alarm. All the 
neighbouring nations had undergone revolution* 
extremely to her difadvantage. The great quali- 
ties which Henry III. had difplayed in his 
youth, and which railed the expectations of his 
fubjeCts fo high, vanifhed on his afeending the 
throne ; and his acquiring fupreme power feems 
not only to have corrupted his heart, but to have 
impaired his underftanding. He foon loft the 
efteem and affeCtion of the nation ; and a life di- 
vided between the aufterities of a fuperftitious 
devotion, and the extravagancies of the molt 
diffolute debauchery, rendered him as contempt- 
ible as he was odious on account of his rapaciouf* 
nds, his profufion, and the fondnefs with which 
he doated on many unworthy minions. On the 
death of his only brother, thofe fentiments of 
the people burll out with violence. Henry had 
no children, and though but thirty-two years 
of age, the fucceffion of the crown was already 

z Sec Append. No. XLVJ. 
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confidered as open. The king of Navarre, a 
diftant defcendant of the royal family, but the 
undoubted heir to the crown, was a zealous pro- 
teftant. The profpedt of an event fo fatal to 
their religion, as his afcending the throne of 
France, alarmed all the catholics in Europe ; and 
induced the duke of Guife, countenanced by the 
pope, and aided by the king of Spain, to appear 
as the defender of the Romifh faith, and the 
alierter of the cardinal of Bourbon’s right to the 
crown. In order to unite the party, a bond of 
confederacy was formed, diltinguilhed by the 
name of thef/o/y League. All ranks of men joined 
in it with emulation. The fpirit fpread with the 
irrefiftible rapidity which was natural to religious 
pafiions in that age. The deftruftion of the re- 
formation, not only in France, but all over Eu- 
rope, feemed to be the object and with of the 
whole party ; and the duke of Guife, the head 
of this mighty and zealous body, acquired au- 
thority in the kingdom, far fuperior to that which 
the king himfelf poffeffed. Philip II. by the 
conquelt of Portugal, had greatly increafed the 
naval power of Spain, and had at laft reduced 
under his dominion all that portion of the con- 
tinent which lies beyond the Pyrenean moun- 
tains, and which nature feems to have deftined 
to form one great monarchy. William prince of 
Orange, who firit encouraged the inhabitants of 
the Netherlands to afi'ert theirliberties, and whofe 
wifdom and valour formed and protefted the 
riling commonwealth, had fallen by the hands 
of an aflallin. The fuperior genius of the prince 
of Parma had given an entire turn to the fate of 
the war in the Low Countries; all his enterprifes, 

concerted 
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concerted with confummate fkill, and executed 
with equal bravery, had been attended with 
fuccefs ; and the Dutch, reduced to the laft ex- 
tremity, were on the point of falling under the 
dominion of their ancient mailer. 

None of thofe circumftances, to v/hich Eliza- 
beth had hitherto owed her fecurity, exifted any 
longer. She could derive no advantage - from 
the jealoufy which had fubfilted between France 
and Spain ; Philip, by means of his confederacy 
with the duke of Guife, had an equal fway in 
the councils of both kingdoms. The hugonots 
were unable to contend with the power of the, 
league ; and little could be expected from any 
diverfion which they might create. Nor was it 
probable that the Netherlands could long employ 
the arms, or divide the ftrength of Spain. In this 
fituation of the affairs of Europe, it became ne- 
cefl'ary for Elizabeth to form a new plan of con- 
dudt; and her wifdom in forming it was not 
greater than the vigour with which Ihe carried it 
on. The meafures moll fuitable to her natural 
temper, and which the had hitherto purfued, 
were cautious and fafe; thofe which Ihe now 
adopted were enterpriling and hazardous. She 
preferred peace, but was not afraid of war, and 
was capable, when compelled by neceffity, not 
only of defending herfelf with fpirit, but of at- 
tacking her enemies with a boldnefs which averted 
danger from her own dominions. She immedi- 
ately furnilhed the hugonots with a coniiderable 
fupply in money. She carried on a private ne- 
gotiation with Henry III. who, though com- 
pelled to join the league, hated the leaders of it, 
and wilhed for their dellruction. She openly 

under- 
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undertook the protection of the Dutch common- 
wealth, and fent a powerful army to its affiitance. 
She endeavoured to form a general confederacy 
of the proteftant princes, in oppofition to the 
popilh league. She determined to proceed with 
the utmoll rigour againft the queen of Scots, 
whofe fufferings and rights afforded her enemies 
a fpecious pretence for invading her dominions. 
She refolved to redouble her endeavours, in order 
to effeft a clofer union with Scotland, and to ex- 
tend and perpetuate her influence over the 
councils of that nation. 

She found it no difficult matter to induce molt 
of the Scottifh courtiers to promote all her de- 
figns. Gray, fir John Maitland, who had been 
advanced to the office of fecretary, which his 
brother formerly held, fir Lewis Bellenden, the 
jullice clerk, who had fucceeded Gray as the 
king’s refident at London, were the perfons in 
whom ffie chiefly confided. In order to direft 
and quicken their motions, ffie difpatched fir 
Edward Wotton along with Bellenden into Scot- 
land [May 29]. This man was gay, well-bred, 
and entertaining ; he excelled in all the exercifes 
for which James had a paffion, and amufed the 
young king by relating the adventures which he 
had met with, and the obfervations he had made 
during a long refidence in foreign countries ; but 
under the veil of thefe fuperficial qualities, he 
concealed a dangerous and intriguing fpirit. He 
foon grew into high favour with James, and 
while he was feemingly attentive only to pleafure 
and diverfions, he acquired influence over the, 
public councils, to a degree which was indecent 
for a ftranger to poflefs a. 

f Melv. 317, 
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Nothing, however, could be more acceptable 

to the nation, than the propofal which he made 
of a ftridl alliance between the two kingdoms, in 
defence of the reformed religion. The rapid and 
alarming progrefs of the popilh league feemcd to 
call on all proteftant princes to unite for the pre- 
fervation of their common faith. James embraced 
the overture with warmth, and a convention of 
eftates [July 29] empowered him to conclude 
fuch a treaty, and engaged to ratify it in par- 
liament b. The alacrity with which James con- 
curred in this meafure mull not be wholly afcribed 
either to his own zeal, or to Wotton’s addrefs ; 
it was owing in part to Elizabeth’s liberality. 
As a mark of her motherly affeftion for the 
young king, fhe fettled on him an annual penfion 
of five thoufand pounds; the fame fum which 
her father had allotted her before fhe afcended 
the throne. This circumftance, which fhe took 
care to mention, rendered a fum, which in that 
age was far from being inconfiderable, a very 
acceptable prefent to the king, whofe revenues, 
during a long minority, had been almofl totally 
diffipatedc. 

But the chief objeft of Wotton’s intrigues 
was to ruin Arran. While a minion fo odious 
to the nation continued to govern the king, 
his affiftance could be of little advantage to 
Elizabeth. And though Arran, ever fince his 
interview with Hunfdon, had appeared ex- 
tremely for her intereft, fhe could place no great 
confidence in a man whofe condudf: was fo ca- 
pricious and irregular, and who, notwithflanding 

1> Spotfw. 339. c Cald ill. 505. 
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his proteftations to the contrary, Hill continued 
a fecret correfpondence both with Maiy andwith 
the duke of Guife. The banifhed lords were at- 
tached to England from affection as well as prin- 
ciple, and were the only perfons among the Scots 
whom, in any dangerous exigency, Ihe could 
thoroughly trull. Before Bellenden left London, 
they had been fummoned thither, under colour 
of vindicating themfelves from his accufations, 
but, in reality, to concert with him the moil pro- 
per meafures for reiloring them to their country. 
Wotton purfued this plan, and endeavoured to 
ripen it for execution ; and it was greatly fa- 
cilitated by an event neither uncommon nor con- 
fiderable. Sir John Forfter, and Ker of Ferni- 
herft, the Englifh and Scottilh wardens of the 
middle marches, having met, according to the 
cuftom of the borders, about midfummer, a fray 
arofe, and lord Ruffel, the earl of Bedford’s 
eldeft fon, happened to be killed. This fcuffle 
was purely accidental, but Elizabeth chofe to 
confider it as a defign formed by Ker, at the in- 
fligation of Arran, to involve the two kingdoms 
in war. She infilled that both fhould be delivered 
up to her ; and though James eluded that de- 
mand, he was obliged to confine Arran in St. 
Andrew’s, and Ker in Aberdeen. During his 
abfence from court, Wotton and his afibciates 
carried on their intrigues without interruption. 
By their advice, the banilhed nobles endeavoured 
to accommodate their differences with lord John 
and lord Claud, the duke of Chatelherault^s two 
fons, whom Morton’s violence had driven obt of 
the kingdom [061. 16J. Their common fuffer- 
ings, and common intereft, induced both parties 
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to bury in oblivion the ancient difcord which 
bad fubfifted between the houfes of Hamilton 
and Douglas. By Elizabeth’s permiffion, they 
returned in a body to the borders of Scotland. 
Arran, who had again recovered favour, infilled 
on putting the kingdom in a pofture of defence ; 
but Gray, Bellenden, and Maitland, fecretly 
thwarted all his meafures. Some neceffary orders 
they prevented from being ilfued ; others they 
rendered ineffedlual by the manner of execution ; 
and all of them were obeyed fiowly, and with 
reluftance d. 

Wotton’s fertile brain was, at the fame time, 
big with another and more dangerous plot. He 
had contrived to feize the king, and to carry 
him by force into England. But the defign was 
happily difcovered ; and, in order to avoid the 
punilhment which his treachery merited, he de- 
parted without taking leave c. 

Meanwhile the banifhed lords haftened the 
execution of their enterprife ; and as their friends 
and vaflals were now ready to join them, they 
entered Scotland. Wherever they came, they 
were welcomed as the deliverers of their country, 
and the moll fervent prayers were addrelfed to 
Heaven for the fuccefs of their arms. They ad- 
vanced, without lofing a moment, towards Stir- 
ling, at the head of ten thoufand men. The king, 
though he had aflembled an army fuperior in num- 
ber, could not venture to meet them in the field, 
with troops whofe loyalty was extremely dubious, 
and who at bell were far from being hearty in 
the caufe ; nor was either the town or caftle pro- 
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vided for a fiege. The gates, however, of both 
were fhut, and the nobles encamped at St. Ni- 
nian’s. That fame night they furprifed the 
town [Nov. 2], or more probably it was be- 
trayed into their hands ; and Arran, who had 
undertaken to defend it, was obliged to fave 
himfelf by a precipitate flight. Next morning 
they invelted the caftle, in which there were not 
provifions for twenty-four hours ; and James 
was neceffitated immediately to hearken to 
terms of accommodation. They were not fo 
elated with fuccefs as to urge extravagant de- 
mands, nor was the king unwilling to make every 
reafonable concefflon. They obtained a pardon, 
in the moll ample form, of all the offences which 
they had committed ; the principal forts in the 
kingdom were, by way of fecurity, put into their 
hands ; Crawford, Montrofe, and colonel Stew- 
art, were removed from the king’s prefence ; and 
a parliament was called [Dec. 10J, in order to 
eftablifh tranquillity in the nation f. 

Though a great majority in this parliament 
confided of the confederate nobles and their ad- 
herents, they were far from difeovering a vindic- 
tive fpirit. Satisfied with procuring an aft, re- 
ftoring them to their ancient honours and ettates, 
and ratifying the pardon granted by the king, 
they feemed willing to forget all pad errors in 
the adminidration, and fpared James the mortifi- 
cation of feeing his miniders branded with any 
public note of infamy. Arran alone, deprived 
of all his honours, dripped of his borrowed 
fpoils, and declared an enemy to his country by 

l Cald. iii. 79 j. 
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public proclamation, funk back into obfcurity, 
and mult henceforth be mentioned byhis primitive 
title of captain James Stewart. As he had been, 
during his unmerited profperity, the objedf of 
the hatred and indignation of his countrymen, 
they beheld his fall without pity, nor did all 
his fufferings mitigate their refentment in the 
lead degree. 

The clergy were the only body of men who 
obtained no redrefs of their grievances by this 
revolution. The confederate nobles had all 
along affefted to be confidered as guardians of 
the privileges and difeipline of the church. In 
all their manifeilos they had declared their re- 
folution to reftore thefe, and by that popular 
pretence had gained many friends. It was now 
natural to expedt feme fruit of thefe promifes, 
and fome returns of gratitude towards many of 
the mod eminent preachers who had fuffered 
in their caufe, and who demanded the repeal of 
the laws paffed the preceding year. The king, 
however, was refolute to maintain thefe laws in 
full authority ; and as the nobles were extremely 
felicitous not to difgud him, by inliding on any 
difagreeable requed, the claims of the church in 
this, as well as in many other indances, were 
facrificed to the intered of the laity. The mi- 
niders gave vent to their indignation in the pul- 
pit, and their impatience under the difappoint- 
ment broke out in fome expreflions extremely 
difrefpedtful even to the king himfelf s. 

tySd.J The archbiihop of St. Andrew’s, too, 
felt the effects of their anger. The provincial 
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fynod of Fife fummoned him to appear, and to 
anfwer for his contempt of the decrees of former 
affemblies, in prefuming to exercife the funftions 
of a bifhop. Though he refufed to acknowledge 
the jurifdicfion of the court, and appealed from 
it to the king, a fentence of excommunication, 
equally indecent and irregular, was pronounced 
againft him. Adamfon, with no lefs indecency, 
thundered his archiepifcopal excommunication 
againft Melvil and fome other of his opponents. 

Soon after [April 13], a general affembly was 
held, in which the king, with fome difficulty, 
obtained an aft, permitting the name and office 
of biffiop ftill to continue in the church. The 
power of the order, however, was confiderably 
retrenched. The exercife of difeipline, and the 
infpeftion of the life and doftrine of the clergy, 
were committed to prefbyteries, in which biffiops 
fhould be allowed no other pre-eminence but that 
of prefiding as perpetual moderators. They 
themfelves were declared to be fubjeft, in the 
fame manner as other pallors, to the jurifdiftion 
of the general affembly. As the difcuffion of the 
archbiffiop’s appeal might have kindled unufual 
heats in the affembly, that affair was terminated by 
a compromife. He renounced any claim of fupre- 
macy over the church, and promifed to demean 
himfelf fuitably to the charafter of a biffiop, as 
defcribed by St. Paul. The affembly, without 
examining the foundations of the fentence of ex- 
communication, declared that it ffiould be held 
of no effeft, and reftored him to all the privileges 
which be enjoyed before it was pronounced. 
Notwithftanding the extraordinary tendernefs 
ffiewn for the honour of the fynod, and the de- 

licacy 
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licacy and refpeft with which its jurifdiciion was 
treated, feveral members were fo zealous as to 
proteft againft this decifion h. 

The court of Scotland was now filled with 
perfons fo warmly attached to Elizabeth, that 
the league between the two kingdoms, which had 
been propofed laft year, met with no interruption, 
but from D’Efneval, the French envoy. James 
himfelf firft offered to renew the negotiation. 
Elizabeth did not fuffer fuch a favourable oppor- 
tunity to flip, and inftantly difpatched Randolph 
to conclude a treaty, which fhe fo much defined 
[July 5]. The danger to which the protellant 
religion was expofed, by the late combination of 
the popifh powers for its deftru&ion, and the ne- 
ceflity of a ftridf confederacy among thofe who 
had embraced the reformation, in order to ob- 
flruft their pernicious defigns, were mentioned 
as the foundation of the league. The chief ar- 
ticles in it were, that both parties fliould bind 
themfelves to defend the evangelic religion; 
that the league fhould be offenfive and defenfive 
againft all who fhall endeavour to difturb the 
exercife of religion in either kingdom ; that if 
one of the two parties be invaded, the other, 
notwithftanding any former alliance, fliould not, 
direftly or indire&ly, aflift the invader; that if 
England be invaded in any part remote from 
Scotland, James fliould aflift the queen with two 
thoufand horfe and five thoufand foot ; that if 
the enemy landed or approached within fixty 
miles of Scotland, the king fliould take the field 
>vith his whole forces, in the fame manner as 
Jie would do in defence of his own kingdom, 

h Cald. iii. 894.. Spotfw. 346. 
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Elizabeth, in return, undertook to aft in defence 
of Scotland, if it Ihould be invaded. At the 
fame time (he alfured the king that no Hep Ihould 
be taken, which might derogate in any degree 
from his pretenfions to the Englifh crown 
Elizabeth exprelfed great fatisfaftion with a 
treaty, which rendered Scotland an ufeful ally, 
inilead of a dangerous neighbour, and afforded 
her a degree of fecurity on that fide, which all 
her anceftors had aimed at, but none of them 
had been able to obtain. Zeal for religion, 
together with the bleffings of peace, which both 
kingdoms had enjoyed during a coniiderable pe- 
riod, had fo far abated the violence of national 
antipathy, that the king’s conduft was univerfally 
acceptable to his own people fc. 

The acquittal of Archibald Douglas, at this 
time, expofed James to much and deferved cen- 
fure. This man was deeply engaged in the con- 
fpiracy againfl the life of the king his father. 
Both Morton and Binny, one of his own fer- 
vants, who fuffered for that crime, had accufed 
him of being prefent at the murder'. He had 
efcaped punilhment by flying into England, and 
James had often required Elizabeth to deliver 
up a perfon fo unworthy of her proteftion. He 
now obtained a licence, from the king himfelf, 
to return into Scotland ; and after undergoing 
a mock-trial, calculated to conceal, rather than 
to deleft his guilt, he was not only taken into 
favour by the king, but fent back to the court of 
England, with the honourable charafter of his 
ambaflador. James was now of fuch an age, that 

i Spotfw. 351. k Camd. 513. 
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his youth and inexperience cannot be pleaded in 
excufe for this indecent tranfadlion. It muft be 
imputed to the exceflive facility of his temper, 
which often led him to gratify his courtiers at the 
expence of his own dignity and reputation m. 

Not long after, the inconfiderate affedtion of 
the Englifh catholics towards Mary, and their 
implacable refentment againft Elizabeth, gave 
rife to a confpiracy which proved fatal to the 
one queen, left an indelible ftain on the reputa- 
tion of the ether, and prefented a fpeftacle to 
Europe, of which there had been hitherto no 
example in the hiftory of mankind. 

Doftor Gifford, GilbertGifford, andHodgfon, 
priefts educated in the feminary at Rheims, had 
adopted an extravagant and enthufiaftic notion, 
that the bull of Pius V. againft Elizabeth was 
dictated immediately by the Holy Ghoft. This 
wild opinion they inftilled into Savage, an officer 
in the Spanifh army, noted for his furious zeal 
and daring courage ; and perfuaded him that no 
fervice could be fo acceptable to Heaven, as to 
take away the life of an excommunicated heretic. 
Savage, eager to obtain the crown of martyrdom, 
bound himfelf by a folemn vow to kill Elizabeth 
£April 26]. Ballard, a pragmatical prieft of that 
feminary, had at that time come over to Paris, 
and folicited Mendoza, the Spaniffi ambaffador 
there, to procure an invafion of England, while 
the affairs of the league were fo profperous, and 
the kingdom left naked by fending fo many of 
the queen’s beft troops into the Netherlands. 
Paget and the Engliffi exiles demonftrated the 

n Spotfw. 348. Cald. iii. 917. 
fruit- 



1586.] HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. JII 
fruitlefsnefs of fuch an attempt, unlefs Elizabeth 
were firft cut off, or the invaders fecured of a 
powerful concurrence on their landing. If it 
could be hoped that either of thefe events would 
happen, effeftual aid was promifed ; and in the 
mean time Ballard was fent back to renew his 
intrigues. 

He communicated his defigns to Anthony 
Babington [May 15], a young gentleman in 
Derbylhire, of a large fortune and many amiable 
qualities, who having contrafted, during his 
refidence in France, a familiarity with the arch- 
bifhop of Glafgow, had been recommended by 
him to the queen of Scots. He concurred with 
Paget, in confidering the death of Elizabeth as 
a necelfary preliminary to any invafion. Ballard 
gave him hopes that an end would foon be put to 
her days, and imparted to him Savage’s vow, who 
was now in London waiting for an opportunity 
to ftrike the blow. But Babington thought the 
attempt of too much importance, to rely on a 
fingle hand for the execution of it, and propofed 
that five refolute gentlemen fhould be joined with 
Savage in an enterprife, the fuccefs of which 
was the foundation of all their hopes. He 
offered to find out perfons willing to under- 
take the fervice, whofe honour, fecrecy, and 
courage they might fafely trull. He accord- 
ingly opened the matter to Edward Windfor, 
Thomas Salifbury, Charles- Tilney, Chidioc 
Tichbourne, Robert Gage, John Travers, Ro- 
bert Barnwell, John Charnock, Henry Dun, 
John Jones, and Robert Polly ; all of them, 
except Polly, whofe buftling forward zeal intro- 
duced him into their fociety, gentlemen of good 

families, 
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families, united together in the bonds of private 
friendihip, ftrengthened by the more powerful 
tie of religious zeal. Many confultations were 
held ; their plan of operations was at lait fettled ; 
and their different parts afligned [June]. Ba- 
bington hitnfelf was appointed to refcue the 
queen of Scots ; Salifbury, with fome others, 
undertook to excite feveral counties to take 
arms ; the murder of the queen, the moll danger- 
ous and important fervice of all, fell to Tich- 
bourne and Savage, with four aifociates. So 
totally had their bigoted prejudices extinguifhed 
the principles of honour, and the fentiments of 
humanity fuitable to their rank, that, without 
fcruple or compunction, they undertook an 
aCtion which is viewed with horror, even when 
committed by the meaneft and molt profligate of 
mankind. This attempt, on the contrary, ap- 
peared to them no lefs honourable than it was 
defperate ; and in order to perpetuate the me- 
mory of it, they had a picture drawn containing 
the portraits of the fix affaffins, with that of 
Babington in the middle, and a motto intimating 
that they were jointly embarked in iome hazard- 
ous defign. 

The confpirators, as appears by this wanton 
and imprudent inftance of vanity, feem to have 
thought a difcpvery hardly pofiible, and neither 
diltrufted the fidelity of their companions, nor 
■doubted the fuccefs of their undertaking. But 
while they believed that their machinations were 
carried on with the moll profound and impene- 
trable fecrecy, every Itep they took was fully 
known to Wallingham. Polly was one of his 
fpies, and had entered into the confpiracy, with 

no 
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no other defign than to betray his affociates. 
Gilbert Gifford »too, having been fent over to 
England to quicken the motions of the confpi- 
rators, had been gained by Walfingham, and 
gave him fure intelligence of all their projefts. 
That vigilant minifter immediately imparted the 
difcoveries which he had made to Elizabeth ; and 
without communicating the matter to any other 
of the counfellors, they agreed, in order to un- 
derftand the plot more perfeftly, to wait until it 
was ripened into fome form, and brought near 
the point of execution. 

At laft, Elizabeth thought it dangerous and 
criminal to expofe her own life, and to tempt 
Providence any farther. Ballard, the prime 
mover in the whole confpiracy, was arrefted 
£Aug. 4]. His affociates, difconcerted and 
ftruck with aftoniihment, endeavoured to fave 
themfelves by flight. But within a few days, 
all of them, except Windfor, were feized in dif- 
ferent places of the kingdom, and committed to 
the Tower. Though they had undertaken the 
part, they wanted the firm and determined fpirit 
of affaffins ; and, influenced by fear or by hope, 
at once confeffed all that they knew. The in- 
dignation of the people, and their impatience to 
revenge fuch an execrable combination againll 
the life of their fovereign, haftened their trial, 
and all of them fuffered the death of traitors 
[Sept. 20] ". 

Thus far Elizabeth’s conduft may be pro- 
nounced both prudent and laudable, nor can Ihe 
be accufed of violating any law of humanity, or 
of taking any precautions beyond what were ne- 

n Camd, 515. State Trials, val. i. no, 
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ceffary for her own fafety. But a tragical fcene 
followed, with regard to which pofterity will pafs 
a very different judgment. 

The frantic zeal of a few rafh young men ac- 
counts fufficiently for all the wild and wicked 
deiigns which they had formed. But this was 
not the light in which Elizabeth and her mini- 
fters chofe to place the confpiracy. They wilhed 
to perfnade the nation, that Babington and his 
aflbciates fhould be confidered merely as inftru- 
ments employed by the queen of Scots, the real 
though fecret author of fo many attempts againll 
the life of Elizabeth, and the peace of her king- 
doms. They produced letters, which they af- 
cribed to her, in fupport of this charge. Thefe, 
as they gave out, had come into their hands by 
the following lingular and mylterious method of 
conveyance. Gifford, on his return into Eng- 
land, had been trufled by fome of the exiles with 
letters to Mary; but in order to make a trial of 
his fidelity and addrefs, they were only blank pa- 
pers made up in that form. Thefe being fafely 
delivered by him, he was afterwards employed 
without farther fcruple. Walfingham having 
found means to gain this man, he, by the per- 
miffion of that minifter, and the connivance of 
Paulet, bribed a tradefman in the neighbourhood 
of Chartley, whither Mary had been conveyed, 
who depofited the letters in a hole in the wall of 
the caftle, covered with a loofe Hone. Thence 
they were taken by the queen, and in the fame 
manner her anfwers returned. All thefe were 
carried to Walfingham, opened by him, decy- 
phered, fealed again fo dexteroufly that the fraud 
could not be perceived, and then tranfmitted to 
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the perfons to whom they were directed. Two 
letters to Babington, feveral to Mendoza, Paget, 
Englefield, and the Englifh fugitives, were pro- 
cured by this artifice. It was given out, that in 
thefe letters Mary approved of the confpiracy, and 
even of the affaflination; that (lie directed them to 
proceed with the utmott circumfpeftion, and not 
to take arms until foreign auxiliaries were ready to 
join them; that (he recommended the earl of Arun- 
del, his brothers, and the young earl of Northum- 
berland, as proper perfons to conduct and to add 
reputation to their enterprife; that (he advifed 
them, if pofiible, to excite at the fame time fome 
commotion in Ireland; and above all, befought 
them to concert with care the means of her own 
cfcape, fuggefting to them feveral expedients for 
that pvrpofe. 

All thefe circumftances were opened at the 
trial of the confpirators; and while the nation 
was under the influence of thofe terrors which 
the affociation had raifed, and the late danger 
had augmented, they were believed without he. 
fitation or inquiry, and fpread a general alarm. 
Mary’s zeal for her religion was well known ; 
and in that age, examples of the violent and 
fanguinary fpirit which it infpired were numerous. 
All the cabals againft the peace of the kingdom 
for many years had been carried on in her name; 
and it now appears evidently, faid the Englifli, 
that the fafety of the one queen is incompatible 
with that of the other. Why then, added they, 
(hould the tranquillity of England be facrificed fojr 
the fake of a ftranger ? Why is a life fo dear to 
the nation expofed to the repeated affaults of an 
exafperated rival ? The cafe fuppofed in the af- 

£ e 2 foeiation 
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fociation has now happened, the facred per- 
fon of our fovereign has been threatened, and 
why fhould not an injured people execute that 
juft vengeance which they had vowed ? 

No fentiments could be more agreeable than 
thefe to Elizabeth and her minifters. They 
themfelves had at firft propagated them among 
the people, and they now ferved both as an apo- 
logy and a motive for their proceeding to fuch 
extremities againft the Scottifh queen as they 
had long meditated. The more numerous the 
injuries were which Elizabeth had heaped on 
Mary, the more Ihe feared and hated that un- 
happy queen, and came at laft to be perfuaded 
that there could be no other fecurity for her own 
life, but the death of her rival. Burleigh and 
Walfingham had promoted fo zealoully all Eli- 
zabeth’s meafures with regard to Scottilh affairs, 
and had acted with fo little referve in oppofition 
to Mary, that they had reafon to dread the moft 
violent effefts of her refentment, if ever Ihe 
fhould mount the throne of England. From this 
additional confideration they endeavoured, with 
the utmoft earneftnefs, to hinder an event fo fatal 
to themfelves, by confirming their miftrefs’s fear 
and hatred of the Scottifh queen. 

Meanwhile, Mary was guarded with unufual 
vigilance, and great care was taken to keep her 
ignorant of the difcovery of the confpiracy. Sir 
Thomas Gorges was at laft fent from court to 
acquaint her both of it, and of the imputation 
with which fhe was loaded as acceffary to that 
crime ; and he furprifed her with the account 
juft as fhe had got on horfeback to ride out along 
with her keepers. She was itruck with aftonifh- 
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ment, and would have returned to her apartment, 
but (he was not permitted; and in her abfence, 
her private clofet was broke open, her cabinet 
and papers were feized, fealed, and fent up to 
court. Her principal domeftics too were arrefted, 
and committed to different keepers. Nau and 
Curie, her two fecretaries, the one a native of 
France, the other of Scotland, were carried pri- 
foners to London. All the money in her cufto- 
dy, amounting to little more than two thoufand 
pounds, was fecured °. And after leading her 
about for fome days, from one gentleman’s houfe 
to another, (lie was conveyed to Fotheringay, 
a ftrong caftle in Northamptonfhire p. 

No farther evidence could now be expected 
againft Mary, and nothing remained but to de- 
cide what (hould be her fate. With regard to 
this, Elizabeth, and thofe minifters in whom (he 
chiefly confided, feem to have taken their refolu- 
tion ; but there was dill great variety of fenti- 
ments among her other counfellors. Some 
thought it fufficient to difmifs all Mary’s attend- 
ants, and to keep her under fuch clofe reftraint, 
as would cut off all pofiibility of correfponding 
with the enemies of the kingdom ; and as her 
conftitution, broken by long confinement, and 
her fpirit, dejected with fo many forrows, could 
not long fupport fuch an additional load, the 
queen and nation would foon be delivered from, 
all their fears. But though it might be eafy to 
fecure Mary’s own perfon, it was impoffible to 
diminiflr the reverence which the Roman catho- 
lics had for her name, or to extinguilh the com- 

n See Appendix, No. XLVIII. p Camd. 517. 
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pafiion with which they viewed her fufferings ; 
while fuch fentiments continued, infurreftions 
and invafions would never be wanting for her re- 
lief, and the only effeft of any new rigour would 
be to render thefe attempts more frequent and 
more dangerous. For this reafon the 'expedient 
was rejected. 

A public and legal trial, though the mofl un- 
exampled, was judged the moft unexceptionable 
method of proceeding; and it had, at the fame 
time, a femblance of juftice, accompanied with 
an air of dignity. It was in vain to fearch the 
ancient records for any ftatute or precedent to 
juftify fuch an uncommon ftep, as the trial of a 
foreign prince, who had not entered the king- 
dom in arms, but had fled thither for refuge. 
The proceedings againft her were founded on the 
aft of laft parliament, and by applying it in this 
manner, the intention of thofe who had framed 
that fevere ftatute became more apparent ‘h 

Elizabeth refolvcd that no circumftance of 
pomp or folemnity fliould be wanting, which 
could render this tranfaftion fuch as became the 
dignity of the perfon to be tried. She appointed, 
by a commifiion under the great feal, forty per- 
fons, the moft illuftrious in the kingdom by their 
birth or offices, together with five of the judges, 
to hear and decide this great caufe. Many dif- 
ficulties were ftarted by the lawyers about the 
pame and title by which Mary ftiould be ar- 
raigned ; and while the effentials of juftice were 
fo grofsly violated, the empty forms of it were 
the objefts of their care. They at length agreed 
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that fhe fhould be ftyled “ Mary, daughter and 
“ heir of James V. late king of Scots, com- 
“ monly called queen of Scots and dowager of 
“ Francer.” 

After the many indignities which fhe had late- 
ly fuffered, Mary could no longer doubt but 
that her deftruftion was determined. She ex- 
pefted every moment to end her days by poifon, 
or by fome of thofe fecret means ufually em- 
ployed againfl captive princes. Left the malice 
of her enemies, at the fame time that it deprived 
her of life, fhould endeavour likewife to blaft her 
reputation, fhe wrote to the duke of Guife, and 
vindicated herfelf, in the ftrongeft terms, from 
the imputation of encouraging or of being ac- 
ceffary to the confpiracy for affaffinating Eliza- 
beth 8. In the folitude of her prifon, the ftrange 
refolution of bringing her to a public trial had 
not reached her ears, nor did the idea of any 
thing fo unprecedented, and fo repugnant to re- 
gal majefty, once enter into her thoughts. 

On the eleventh of October, the commiflion- 
ers appointed by Elizabeth arrived at Fotherin- 
gay. Next morning they delivered a letter from 
their fovereign to Mary, in which, after the bit- 
tereft reproaches and accufations, fhe informed 
her, that regard for the happinefs of the nation 
had at laft rendered it neceffary to make a public 
inquiry into her conduct, and therefore required 
her, as fhe had lived fo long under the protection 
of the laws of England, to fubmit now to the trial 
which they ordained to be taken of her crimes. 
Mary, though furprifed at this meffage, was 

1 Strype, Hi, 362. 3 Jebb, ii. 283. 
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neither appalled at the danger, nor unmindful of 
her own dignity. She protefted, in the moll fo- 
lemn manner, that Ihe was innocent of the crime 
laid to her charge, and had never countenanced 
any attempt againft the life of the queen of Eng- 
land ; but at the fame time refufed to acknow- 
ledge the jurifdiftion of her commiflioners. “ I 
“ came into the kingdom,” faid Ihe, “ an inde- 
“ pendent fovereign, to implore the queen’s af. 
“ liilance, not to lubjeCt myfelf to her authority. 
“ Nor is my fpirit fo broken by its pall misfor- 
“ tunes, or fo intimidated by prefent dangers, 
“ as to Hoop to any thing unbecoming the ma- 
“ jelly of a crowned head, or that will difgrace 
“ the ancellors from whom I am defcended, and 
“ the fon to whom I lhall leave my throne. If 
“ I mull be tried, princes alone can be my peers. 
“ The queen of England’s fubjecls, however 
“ noble their birth may be, are of a rank infe- 
“ rior to mine. Ever fince my arrival in this 
“ kingdom I have been confined as a prifoner. 
“ Its laws never afforded me any protefkion. 
“ Let them not now be perverted, in order to 
“ take away my life.” 

The commiliioners employed arguments and 
intreaties to overcome Mary’s refolution. They 
even threatened to proceed according to the 
forms of law, and to pafs fentence againll her on 
account of her contumacy in refufing to plead ; 
Ihe perfilled, however, for two days, to decline 
their jurifdiftion. An argument ufed by Hat- 
ton, the vice-chamberlain, at lalt prevailed. He 
told her, that, by avoiding a trial, Ihe injured 
her own reputation, and deprived herfelf of the 
only opportunity of fetting her innocence in a 
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clear light; and that nothing would he more 
agreeable to them, or more acceptable to the 
queen their miftrefs, than to be convinced, by un- 
doubted evidence, that fhe had been unjuftly load- 
ed with foul afperfions. 

No wonder pretexts fo plaufible fhould impofe 
on the unwary queen, or that fhe, unaffifted at 
that time by any friend or counfellor, fhould not 
be able to detect and elude all the artifices of 
Elizabeth’s ableft minifters. In a fituation 
equally melancholy, and under circumftances 
nearly fimilar, her grandfon, Charles I. refufed, 
with the utmoft firmnefs, to acknowledge the 
ufurped jurifdiction of the high court of juftice ; 
and pofterity has approved hxs conduct, as fuit- 
able to the dignity of a king. If Mary was lefs 
conftant in her refolution, it muft be imputed 
folely to her anxious defire of vindicating her own 
honour. 

At her appearance before the judges [061. 
14], who were feated in the great hall of the 
caftle, where they received her with much cere- 
mony, fhe took care to proteft, that, by conde- 
fcending to hear and to give an anfwer to the ac- 
cufations, which fhould be brought againft her, 
fhe neither acknowledged the jurifdi6tion of the 
court, nor admitted of the validity and juftice 
of thofe acts by which they pretended to try her. 

The chancellor, by a counter-proteftation, en- 
deavoured to vindicate the authority of the court. 

Then Elizabeth’s attorney and folicitor opened 
the charge againft her, with all the circumftances 
of the late confpiracy. Copies of Mary’s letters 
to Mendoza, Babington, Englefield, and Paget, 
were produced. Babington’s confeifion, thofe 
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of Ballard, Savage, and the other confpirators, 
together with the declarations of Nau and Curie, 
her fecretaries, were read, and the whole ranged 
in the molt fpecious order which the art of the 
lawyers could devife, and heightened by every 
colour their eloquence could add. 

Mary liftened to their harangues attentively, 
and without emotion. But at the mention of 
the earl of Arundel’s name, who was then con- 
fined in the Tower, {he broke out into this tender 
and generous exclamation : “ Alas, how much 
“ has the noble houfe of Howard fuffered for 

my fake!” 
When the queen’s counfel had finilhed, Mary 

flood up, and with great magnanimity, and equal 
prefence of mind, began her defence. She be- 
wailed the unhappinefs of her own fituation, that 
after a captivity of nineteen years, during which 
(he had fuffered treatment no lefs cruel than un- 
merited, Ihe was at laft loaded with an accufa- 
tion, which tended not only to rob her of her 
right of fucceffion, and to deprive her of life it- 
felf, but to tranfmit her name with infamy to 
future ages : that, without regarding the facred 
rights of fovereignty, Ihe was now tubje&ed to 
law's framed againfl: private perfons ; though an 
anointed queen, commanded to appear before the 
tribunal of fubjedts ; and, like a common criminal, 
her honour expofed to the petulant tongues of 
lawyers, capable of wrefting her wmrds, and of 
mifreprefenting her adtions : that, even in this 
difhonourable fituation, fire %vas denied the privi- 
leges ufually granted to criminals, and obliged to 
undertake her own defence, without the prelence 
of any friend with whom to advife, without the 

aid 
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aid of counfel, and without the ufe of her own 
papers. 

She then proceeded to the particular articles 
in the accufation. She abfolutely denied any 
correfpondence with Babington or Ballard: 
copies only of her pretended letters to them were 
produced; though nothing lefs than her hand- 
writing or fubfcription was fufficient to convidf 
her of fuch an odious crime : no proof could 
be brought that their letters were delivered into 
her hands, or that any anfwer was returned by 
her direftion : the confellions of wretches con- 
demned and executed for fuch a deteifable adfion, 
were of little weight; fear or hope might ex- 
tort from them many things inconliftent with 
truth, nor ought the honour of a queen to be 
llained by fuch vile teftimony. The declaration 
of her fecretaries was not more conclufive : pro- 
mifes and threats might eafily overcome the 
refolution of two Itrangers; in order to fcreen 
themfelves they might throw the blame on her ; 
but they could difcover nothing to her preju- 
dice, without violating, in the firft place, the 
oath of fidelity which they had fworn to her ; 
and their perjury, in one inftance, rendered them 
unworthy of credit in another : the letters to the 
Spanifh ambaffador were either nothing more than 
copies, or contained only what was perfeftly in- 
nocent : “ I have often,” continued fhe, “ made 
“ fuch efforts for the recoveiy of my liberty, as 
“ are natural to a human creature. Convinced, 
“ by the fad experience of fo many years, that 
“ it was vain to expect it from the juftice or 
“ generofity of the queen of England, I have 
“ Frequently folicited foreign princes, and called 

“ upon 
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“ upon all my friends to employ their whole 
“ intereft for my relief. I have likewife en- 
“ deavoured to procure for the Englifh catholics 
“ fome mitigation of the rigour with which they 
“ are now treated ; and if I could hope, by my 
“ death, to deliver them from oppreflion, I am 
“ willing to die for their fake. I wifh, how- 
“ ever, to imitate the example of Either, not of 
“ Judith, and would rather make interceffion 
“ for my people, than ihed the blood of the 
“ meaneft creature, in order to fave them. I 
“ have often checked the intemperate zeal of 
“ my adherents, when either the feverity of 
“ their own perfecutions, or indignation at the 
“ unheard-of injuries which I have endured, were 
“ apt to precipitate them into violent councils. 
“ I have even warned the queen of dangers to 
“ which thefe harih proceedings expofed her- 
“ felf. And worn out, as I now am, with cares 
“ and fufferings, the profpeft of a crown is 
“ not fo inviting, that I fhould ruin my foul 
“ in order to obtain it. I am no Jtranger to 
“ the feelings of humanity, nor unacquainted 
“ with the duties of religion, and abhor the 
“ deteftable crime of aflaffination, as equally 
“ regugnant to both. And, if ever I have given 
“ confent by my words, or even by my thoughts, 
“ to any attempt againft the life of the queen of 
“ England, far from declining the judgment of 
“ men, I fhall not even pray for the mercy of 
“ God'.” 

Two different days did Mary appear before 
the judges, and in every part of her behaviour 

t Camd. 520, &c. 
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maintained the magnanimity of a queen, tempered 
with the gentleneis and modefty of a woman. 

The commiflioners,by Elizabeth’s exprefs com- 
mand, adjourned, without pronouncing any fen- 
tence, to the ftar-chamberin Weftminiter [Oft. 
25l• When affembled in that place, Nau and 
Curie were brought into court, and confirmed 
their former declaration upon oath ; and after 
reviewing all their proceedings, the commiflioners 
unanimoufly declared Mary “ To be acceflary to 
“ Babington’s confpiracy, and to have imagined 
“ diverfe matters tending to the hurt, death, 
“ and deftruftion of Elizabeth, contrary to the 
“ exprefs words of the ftatute made for the fe- 
“ curity of the queen’s life u.” 

It is no eafy matter to determine whether the 
injuftice in appointing this trial, or the irregu- 
larity in condufting it, were greateft and moll 
flagrant. By what right did Elizabeth claim 
authority over an independent queen ? Was 
Mary bound to comply with the laws of a foreign 
kingdom ? How could the fubjefts of another 
prince become her judges ? or if fuch an infult 
on royalty were allowed, ought not the common 
forms of juftice to have been obferved ? If the 
teftimony of Babington and his aflbciates were fo 
explicit, why did not Elizabeth fpare them for a 
few weeks, and by confronting them with Mary, 
overwhelm her wuth the full conviftion of her 
crimes ? Nau and Curie were both alive, where- 
fore did not they appear at Fotheringay, and for 
what reafon were they produced in the ilar- 
chamber, where Mary was not prefent to hear 

u Camd. 515, 
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what they depofed ? Was this fufpicious evidence 
enough to condemn a queen ? Ought the meanelt 
criminal to have been found guilty upon fuch 
feeble and inconclufive proofs ? 

It was not, however, on the evidence pro- 
duced at her trial, that the fentence againft Mary 
was founded. That ferved as a pretence to juf- 
tify, but was not the caufe of the violent Heps 
taken by Elizabeth and her minifters towards 
her deftruftion ; and was employed to give fome 
appearance of juftice to what was the offspring of 
jealoufy and fear. The nation, blinded with re- 
fentment againft Mary, and felicitous to fecure 
the life of its own fovereign from every danger, 
obferved no irregularities in the proceedings, and 
attended to no defefts in the proof, but grafped 
at the fulpicions and probabilities, as if they had 
been irrefragable demonllrations. 

The parliament met a few days after fentence 
was pronounced againft Mary. In that illuftrious 
affembly more temper and difeernment than are 
to be found among the people might have been 
expefted. Both lords and commons, however, 
were equally under the dominion of popular pre- 
judices and pafiions, and the fame exceffes of 
zeal, or of fear, which prevailed in the nation, 
are apparent in all their proceedings. They en- 
tered with impatience upon an inquiry into the 
confpiracy, and the danger which threatened the 
queen’s life as well as the peace of the kingdom. 
All the papers which had been produced at 
Fotheringay were laid before them ; and after 
many violent inveftives againft the queen of 
Scots, both houfes unanimoully ratified the pro- 
ceedings of the commifiioners by whom fhe had 

been 
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been tried, and declared the fentence againft 
her to be juft and well-founded. Not fatisfied 
with this, they prefented a joint addrefs to the 
queen, befeeching her, as fhe regarded her own 
fafety, the prefervation of the proteftant religion, 
the welfare and wifhes of her people, to publifti 
the fentence ; and without farther delay to in- 
flift on a rival, no lefs irreclaimable than danger- 
ous, the punifliment which fhe had merited by 
fo many crimes. This requeft, dictated by fears 
unworthy of that great affembly, was enforced 
by reafons ftill more unworthy. They were 
drawn not from juftice but from conveniency. 
The moft rigorous confinement, it was pretended, 
could not curb Mary’s intriguing fpirit; her ad- 
drefs was found, by long experience, to be an 
overmatch for the vigilance and jealoufy of all 
her keepers : the fevereft penal laws could not 
reftrain her adherents, who, while they believed 
her perfon to be facred, would defpife any 
danger to which themfelves alone were expofed : 
feveral foreign princes were ready to fecond their 
attempts, and waited only a proper opportunity 
for invading the kingdom, and afferting the Scot- 
tifti queen’s title to the crown. Her life, they 
contended, was, for thefe reafons, incompatible 
with Elizabeth’s fafety; and if (he were fpared 
out of a falfe clemency, the queen’s perfon, the 
religion and liberties of the kingdom, could not 
be one moment fecure. Necdfity required that 
ftie fhould be facrificed in order to preferve thefe ; 
and to prove this facrifice to be no lefs juft than 
neceffary, feveral examples in hiftory were pro- 
duced, and many texts of fcripture quoted ; but 

f f 2 both 
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both the one and the other were mifapplied, and 
diftorted from their true meaning. 

Nothing, however, could be more acceptable 
to Elizabeth, than an addrefs in this ftrain. It 
extricated her out of a fituation extremely em- 
barraffing ; and without depriving her of the 
power of fparing, it enabled her to punhh her 
rival with lefs appearance of blame. If Ihe 
chofe the former, the whole honour would re- 
dound to her own clemency. If Ihe determined 
on the latter, whatever was rigorous might now 
feem to be extorted by the felicitations of her 
people rather than to flow from her own inclina- 
tion. Her anfwer, however, was in a ftyle which 
flie often ufed, ambiguous and evafive, under the 
appearance of opennefs and candour; full of fuch 
profeffions of regard for her people, as ferved to 
heighten their loyalty; of fuch complaints of Ma- 
ry’s ingratitude, as were calculated to excite their 
indignation ; and of fuch iniinuations that her own 
life was in danger, as could not fail to keep alive 
their fears. In the end, ihe befought them to fave 
her the infamy and the pain of delivering up a 
queen, her neareft kinfwoman, to puniihment; 
and to confider whether it might not ftill be 
poflible to provide for the public fecurity, without 
forcing her to imbrue her hands in royal blood. 

The true meaning of this reply was eaiily un- 
derllood. The lords and commons renewed their 
former requefl: with additional importunity, 
which was far from being either unexpefted or 
offenfive. Elizabeth did not return any anfwer 
more explicit ; and having obtained fuch a public 
fandtion of her proceedings, there was no longer 

any 
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any reafon for protracting tins fcene of difiimu- 
lation ; there was even fome danger that her 
feigned difficulties might at laft be treated as real 
ones ; Ihe therefore prorogued the parliament, 
and referved in her own hands the foie difpofal 
of her rival’s fate x. 

All the princes in Europe obferved the pro- 
ceedings againft Mary with aftoniihment and 
horror ; and even Henry III. notwithftanding 
his known averlion to the houfe of Guife, was 
obliged to interpofe in her behalf, and to appear 
in defence of the common rights of royalty. 
Aubefpine his refident ambaffador, and Bellievre, 
who was fent with an extraordinary commiffion 
to the fame purpofe [Nov. 21], interceded for 
Mary with great appearance of warmth. They 
employed all the arguments which the caufe na- 
turally fuggefted; they pleaded from juilice, 
from generofity, and humanity; they inter- 
mingled reproaches and threats ; but to all thcfe 
Elizabeth continued deaf and inexorable ; and 
having received fome intimation of Henry’s real 
unconcern about the fate of the Scottiih queen, 
and knowing his antipathy to all the race ofGuife, 
(he trufted that thefe loud remonftrances would 
be followed by no violent refentment f. 

She paid no greater regard to the folicitations 
of the Scottifh king, which, as they were urged 
with greater fincerity, merited more attention. 
Though her commiffioners had been extremely 
careful to footh James, by publifiling a declar- 
ation, that their fentence againfl Mary did, in no 
degree, derogate from his honour, or invalidate 

* Camd. 526. D’Ewes, 375. y Camd. 531. 
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any title which he formerly poffeffed ; he beheld 
the indignities to which his mother had been ex- 
pofed with filial concern, and with the fentiments 
which became a king. The pride of the Scottiih 
nation was roufed, by the infult offered to the 
blood of their monarchs, and called upon him to 
employ the moft vigorous efforts, in order to 
prevent or to revenge the queen’s death. 

At fir ft, he could hardly believe that Elizabeth 
would venture upon an action fo unprecedented, 
which tended fo vifibly to render the perfons of 
princes lefs facred in the eyes of the people, and 
which degraded the regal dignity, of which, at 
other times, fhe was fo remarkably jealous. But 
as foon as the extraordinary fteps which fhe 
took difcovered her intention, he difpatched fir 
William Keith to London ; who, together with 
Douglas his ambaffador in ordinary, remonflrat- 
ed, in the flrongeft terms, againft the injury 
done to an independent queen, in fubjefting 
her to be tried like a private perfon, and by laws 
to which fhe owed no obedience ; and befought 
Elizabeth not to add to this injury, by fuffer- 
ing a fentence unjuft in itfelf, as well as dif- 
honourable to the king of Scots, to be put into 
execution z, 

Elizabeth returning no anfwer to thefe re- 
monflrances of his ambaffador, James wrote to 
her with his own hand, complaining in the bitter- 
eft terms of her conduit, not without threats that 
both his duty and his honour would oblige him 
to renounce her friendfhip, and to ait as became 
a fon when called to revenge his mother’s wrongs*. 

* See Append. No. XLIX. Murdin, 573, &c. Birch. 
Mem. i. 32. * Birch. Mem. i. 32. 
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At the fjme time he affembled the nobles, who 
promifed to hand by him in fo good a caufe. 
He appointed ambaffadors to France, Spain, and 
Denmark, in order to implore the aid of thefe 
courts; and took other fteps towards executing 
his threats with vigour. The high ftrain of his 
letter enraged Elizabeth to fuch a degree, that 
fte was ready to difmifs his ambaffadors without 
any reply. But his preparations alarmed and 
embarraffed her miniiievs, and at their entreaty 
Ihe returned a foft and evafive anfwer, promifmg 
to liften to any overture from the king, that 
tended to his mother’s fafety ; and to fufpend 
the execution of the fentence, until the arrival of 
new ambaffadors from Scotland b. 

Meanwhile, ffie commanded the fentence 
againft Mary to be publilhed [Dec. 6], and for- 
got not to inform the people, that this was ex- 
torted from her by the repeated entreaty of both 
houfes of parliament. At the fame time ffie 
difpatched lord Buckhurtt and Beale to acquaint 
Mary with the fentence, and how importunately 
the nation demanded the execution of it; and 

'though fhe had not hitherto yielded to thefe 
felicitations, ffie advifed her to prepare for an 
event which might become neceffary for fecuring 
the proteftant religion, as well as quieting the 
minds of the people. Mary received the meffage 
not only without fymptoms of fear, but with 
expreffions of triumph. “ No wonder,” faid 
fhe, “ the Englifh fhould now third for the blood 
“ of a foreign prince, they have often offered 
“ violence to their own monarchs. But after 

b Spotfw. 251, Cald, iy. 5. 
“ fd 



332 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. E. VII. 
“ fo many fufferings, death comes to me as a 
“ welcome deliverer. I am proud to think that 
“ my life is deemed of importance to the catholic 
“ religion, and as a martyr for it I am now willing 
“ to diec.” 

After the publication of the fentence, Mary 
was dripped of every remaining mark of royalty. 
The canopy of date in her apartment was pulled 
down ; Paulet entered her chamber, and ap- 
proached her perfon without any ceremony ; and 
even appeared covered in her prefence. Shocked 
with thefe indignities, and offended at this grofs 
familiarity, to which die had never been accuf- 
tomed, Mary once more complained to Eliza- 
beth ; and at the fame time [Dec. 19], as her 
lad requed, entreated that die would permit her 
fervants to carry her dead body into France, to 
be laid among her ancedors in hallowed ground ; 
that fome of her domedics might be prefent at 
her death, to bear witnefs of her innocence, 
and firm adherence to the catholic faith ; that all 
her fervants might be differed to leave the king- 
dom, and to enjoy thofe fmall legacies which 
die Oiould bedow on them, as tedimonies of her 
affection ; and that, in the mean time, her al- 
moner, or fome other catholic pried, might be 
allowed to attend her, and to aflid her in pre- 
paring for an eternal world. She befought her, 
in the name of Jefus, by the foul and memory of 
Henry VII. their common progenitor, by their 
pear confanguinity, and the royal dignity with 
which they were both inveded, to gratify her in 
thefe particulars, and to indulge her fo far as to 

c Camd.saS. J»bb,29l. 
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fignify her compliance by a letter under her own 
hand. Whether Mary’s letter was ever delivered 
to Elizabeth is uncertain. No anfwer was re- 
turned, and no regard paid to her requefts. She 
was offered a proteftant bifhop or dean to attend 
her. Them fhe rejedfed, and without any 
clergyman to direct her devotions, ihe pre- 
pared, in great tranquillity, for the approach of 
death, which fhe now believed to be at no 
great diftance tl. 

1587.] James, without lofing a moment, fent 
new ambaffadors to London [Jan. ij. Thefe 
were the mailer of Gray, and fir Robert Melvil. 
In order to remove Elizabeth’s fears, they 
offered that their mailer would become bound 
that no confpiracy fhould be undertaken againll 
her perfon, or the peace of the kingdom, with 
Mary’s confent; and for the faithful performance 
of this, would deliver fome of the moll con- 
fiderable of the Scottilh nobles as hollages. If 
this were not thought fufficient, they propofed 
that Mary Ihould refign all her rights and pre- 
tenlions to her fon, from whom nothing in- 
jurious to the protdlant religion, or inconfillent 
with Elizabeth’s fafety, could be feared. The 
former propofal Elizabeth rejected as infecure ; 
the latter, as dangerous. The ambaffadors were 
then inftrufted to talk in a higher tone ; and 
Melvil executed the commiffion with fidelity and 
■with zeal. But Gray, with his ufual perfidy, de- 
ceived his mailer, who trailed him with a ne- 
gotiation of fo much importance, and betrayed 
the queen whom he was employed to fave. He 

<! Camd. 528. Jcbb, li. 295. 
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encouraged and urged Elizabeth to execute the 
fentence againft her rival. He often repeated 
the old proverbial fentence, “ The dead cannot 
“ bite.” And whatever fhould happen, he un- 
dertook to pacify the king’s rage, or at lead to 
prevent any violent effects of his refentmente. 

Elizabeth, meanwhile, difcovered all the 
fymptoms of the moll violent agitation and dif- 
quietude of mind. She Ihunned fociety, Ihe 
was often found in a melancholy and mufing 
polture, and repeating with much emphafis thefe 
fentences which Ihe borrowed from fome of the 
devices then in vogue ; Aut fer aut feri; ne 
feriare, feri. Much, no doubt, of this apparent 
unealinefs mult be imputed to diffimulation; it 
was impoffihle, however, that a princefs, natu- 
rally fo cautious as Elizabeth, Ihould venture on 
an action, which might expofe her memory to 
infamy, and her life and kingdom to danger, with- 
out refle&ing deeply, and helitating long. The 
people waited her determination in fufpenfe and 
anxiety ; and left their fear or their zeal Ihould 
fublide, rumours of danger were artfully invent- 
ed, and propagated with the utmoft induftry. 
Aubefpine, the French ambaffador, was accufed 
of having fuborned an affaflin to murder the 
queen. The Spanilh fleet was faid by fome to 
be already arrived at Milfordhaven. Others af- 
firmed that the duke of Guife had landed with a 
ftrong army in Suffex. Now, it was reported 
that the northern counties were up in arms; 
next day that the Scots had entered England 
with all their forces; and a confpiracy, it was 

e Spotfvv. 352. Murdin, 568. See App. No. L. 
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whifpered, was on foot for feizing the queen and 
burning the city. The panic grew every day 
more violent; and the people, aftonifhed and 
enraged, called for the execution of the fentence 
againft Mary, as the only thing which could 
reftore tranquillity to the kingdom f. 

While thefe fentiments prevailed among her fub- 
jefts, Elizabeth thought (he might fafely venture 
to (trike the blow, which (he had fo long meditat- 
ed. She commanded Davifon [Feb. i], one of 
the fecretaries of (late, to bring to her the fatal 
warrant; and her behaviour on that occafion 
plainly (liewed, that it is not to humanity that 
we mull afcribe her forbearance hitherto. At 
the very moment (he was figning the writ which 
gave up a woman, a queen, and her own neared 
relation, into the hands of the executioner, (lie 
was capable of jeding. “ Go,” fays (he to Da- 
vifon, “ and tell Walfingham what I have now 
“ done, though I am afraid he will die for grief 
“ when he hears it.” Her chief anxiety was 
how to fecure the advantages which would arife 
from Mary’s death, without appearing to have 
given her confent to a deed fo odious. She often 
hinted to Paulet and Drury, as well as to fome 
other courtiers, that now was the time to dif- 
cover the fincerity of their concern for her fafety, 
and that (he expe&ed their zeal would extricate 
her out of her prefent perplexity. But they 
were wife enough to feem not to underdand her 
meaning. Even after the warrant was (igned, 
(he commanded a letter to be written to Paulet, 
in lefs ambiguous terms, complaining of his re- 
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miffnefs in fparing fo long the life of her capital 
enemy, and begging him to remember at lait 
what was incumbent on him as an affectionate 
fubject, as well as what he was bound to do by 
the oath of affociation, and to deliver his fove- 
reign from continual fear and danger, by fhort- 
ening the days of his prifoner. Paulet, though 
rigorous and harfh, and often brutal in the dif- 
charge of what he thought his duty, as Mary’s 
keeper, was neverthelefs a man of honour and in- 
tegrity. He rejected the propofal with difdain ; 
and lamenting that he fhould ever have been 
deemed capable of afting the part of an afTafiin, 
he declared that the queen might difpofe of his 
life at her pleafure, but that he would never 
ftain his own honour, nor leave an everlafting 
mark of infamy on his pofterity, by lending his 
hand to perpetrate fo foul a crime. On the re- 
ceipt of this anfwer, Elizabeth became extremely 
peevifh; and calling him a dainty and precife 
fellow, who would promife much, but perform 
nothing, fhe propofed to employ one Wingfield, 
who had both courage and inclination to flrike 
the| blow 3. But Davifon remonflrating againft 
this, as a deed difhonourable in itfelf, and of dan- 
gerous example, file again declared her intention 
that the fentence pronounced by the commif- 
fioners fhould be executed according to law; 
and as fhe had already figned the warrant, fhc 
begged that no farther application might be made 
to her on that head. By this the privy counfel- 
lors thought themfelves iufficiently authorifed to 
proceed; and prompted, as they pretended, by 

S Biogt, Britan- article Davifin, 
zeal 



X587.] HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 337 

zeal for the queen’s fafety, or inftigated, as is 
more probable, by the apprehenfion of the dan- 
ger to which they would themfelves be expofed, 
if the life of the queen of Scots were fpared, they 
alfembled in the council chamber; and by a 
letter under all their hands, empowered the earls 
of Shrew (bury and Kent, together with the high 
Iherilf of the county, to fee the fentence put in 
execution h. 

On Tuefday the feventh of February, the two 
earls arrived at Fotheringay, and demanded ac- 
cefs to the queen, read in her prefence the war- 
rant for execution, and required her to prepare 
to die next morning. Mary heard them to the 
end without emotion, and crofling herfelf in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft, “ That foul,” faid Ihe, “ is not 
“ worthy the joys of Heaven, which repines 
“ becaufe the body mult endure the llroke of the 
“ executioner; and though I did not expert 
“ that the queen of England would fet the firll 
“ example of violating the facred perfon of a 
“ lovereign prince, I willingly fubmit to that 
“ which Providence has decreed to be my lot 
and laying her hand on a bible, which happened 
to be near her, Ihe folemnly protefted that fhe 
was innocent of that confpiracy which Babington 
had carried on againft Elizabeth’s life1. She 
then mentioned the requefts contained in her 
letter to Elizabeth, but obtained no fatisfaftory 
anfwer. She entreated with particular earnellnefs, 
that now in her laft moments her almoner might 
be fuffered to attend her, and that Ihe might enjoy 
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the confolation of thofe pious inftitutions pre- 
fcribed by her religion. Even this favour, which 
is ufually granted to the vileft; criminal, was abfo- 
lutely denied. 

Her attendants, during this converfation, were 
bathed in tears, and though overawred by the 
prefence of the two earls, with difficulty fup- 
preffed their anguiffi; but no fooner did Kent 
and Shrewfbury withdraw, than they ran to 
their miftrefs, and burft out into the moll paf- 
fionate expreffions of tendernefs and borrow. 
Mary, how'ever, not only retained perfect com- 
pofure of mind herfelf, but endeavoured to mo- 
derate their exceffive grief; and falling on her 
knees, with all her domeltics round her, ffie 
thanked Herven that her fufferings were now 
fo near an end, and prayed that ffie might be 
enabled to endure what Hill remained with de- 
cency and with fortitude. The greater part of 
the evening ffie employed in fettling her worldly 
affairs. She wrote her teftament with her own 
hand. Her money, her jewels, and her clothes, 
ffie diftributed among her fervants, according to 
their rank or merit. She wrote a ffiort letter 
to the king of France, and another to the duke 
of Guife, full of tender but magnanimous fenti- 
ments, and recommended her foul to their prayers, 
and her afflidted fervants to their protediion. 
At fupper ffie ate temperately, as ufual, and 
converfed not only with eafe, but with cheer- 
fulnefs; ffie drank to every one of her fervants, 
and affied their forgivenefs, if ever ffie had failed 
in any part of her duty towards them. At her 
wonted time ffie went to bed, and flept calmly a 
few hours. Early in the morning ffie retired 
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into her clofet, and employed a confiderable 
time in devotion. At eight o’clock the high 
Iheriff and his officers entered her chamber, and 
found her ftill kneeling at the altar. She imme- 
diately ftarted up, and with a majeftic mien, and 
a countenance undifmayed, and even cheerful, 
advanced towards the place of execution, leaning 
on two of Paulet’s attendants. She was dreffed 
in a mourning habit, but with an elegance and 
fplendour which ffie had long laid afide, except 
on a few feftival days. An Agnus Dei hung by 
a pomander chain at her neck ; her beads at her 
girdle ; and in her hand fhe carried a crucifix of 
ivory. At the bottom of the ftairs the two earls, 
attended by feveral gentlemen from the neigh- 
bouring counties, received her ; and there fir 
Andrew Melvil, the mafter of her houfehold, 
who had been fecluded for fome weeks from her 
prelence, was permitted to take his laft farewel. 
At the fight of a miftrefs whom he tenderly 
loved, in fuch a fituation, he melted into tears; 
and as he was bewailing her condition, and 
complaining of his own hard fate, in being ap- 
pointed to carry the account of fuch a mournful 
event into Scotland, Mary replied, “ Weep not, 
“ good Melvil, there is at prefent great caufe 
“ for rejoicing. Thou (halt this day fee Mary 
“ Stewart delivered from all her cares, and fuch 
“ an end put to her tedious fufferings, as Ihe 
“ has long expefted. Bear witnefs that I die 
“ conilant in my religion ; firm in my fidelity 
“ tov/ards Scotland; and unchanged in my af- 
“ febfion to France. Commend me to my fon. 
“ Tell him I have done nothing injurious to his 
“ kingdom, to his honour, or to his rights; 
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“ and God forgive all thofe who have thirlled, 
“ without caufe, for my blood.” 

With much difficulty, and after many entrea- 
ties, ffie prevailed on the two earls to allow Mel- 
vil, together with three of her men fervants and 
two of her maids, to attend her to the fcaffold. 
It was erefted in the fame hall where ffie had 
been tried, railed a little above the floor, and 
covered, as well as a chair, the cuffiion, and block, 
with black cloth. Mary mounted the fteps with 
alacrity, beheld all this apparatus of death with 
an unaltered countenance, and figning herfelf 
with the crofs, fhe fat down in the chair. Beale 
read the warrant for execution with a loud voice, 
to which flie liftened with a carelefs air, and like 
one occupied in other thoughts. Then the dean 
of Peterborough began a devout difcourfe, fuit- 
able to her prefent condition, and offered up 
prayers to Heaven in her behalf; but ffie declared 
that ffie could not in confcience hearken to the 
one, nor join with the other; and kneeling 
down, repeated a Latin prayer. When the dean 
had finiflied his devotions, ffie with an audible 
voice, and in the Engliffi tongue, recommended 
unto God the afflitled ftate of the church, and 
prayed for profperity to her fon, and for a long 
life and peaceable reign to Elizabeth. She 
declared that fhe hoped for mercy only through 
the death of Chrift, at the foot of whofe image 
ffie now willingly ffied her blood; and lifting 
up and killing the crucifix, ffie thus addrefled 
it: “ As thy arms, O Jefus, were extended 
“ on the crofs; fo with the outftretched arms 
“ of thy mercy receive me, and forgive my 
“ fins.” 

She 
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She then prepared for the block, by taking 

off her veil and upper garments ; and one of the 
executioners rudely endeavouring to affift, fhe 
gently checked him, and faid, with a fmile, that 
Ihe had not been accuftomed to undrefs before fo 
many fpectators, nor to be ferved by fuch valets. 
With calm but undaunted fortitude (he laid her 
neck on the block; and while one executioner 
held her hands, the other, at the fecond ftroke, 
cut off her head, which falling out of its attire, 
difcovered her hair already grown quite grey with 
cares and forrows. The executioner held it up 
ftill ftreaming with blood, and the dean crying 
out, “ So perifh all queen Elizabeth’s enemies,” 
the earl of Kent alone anfwered Amen. The 
reil of the fpeftators continued filent, and 
drowned in tears ; being incapable, at that mo- 
ment, of any other fentiments but thofe of pity 
or admirationIc. 

Such was the tragical death of Mary queen of 
Scots, after a life of forty-four years and two 
months, almoft nineteen years of which fhe 
paffed in captivity. The political parties which 
were fonned in the kingdom, during her reign, 
have fubfxfted under various denominations, ever 
fince that time. The rancour, with which they 
were at firft animated, hath defcended to fuc- 
ceeding ages, and their prejudices, as well as 
their rage, have been perpetuated, and even aug- 
mented. Among hiftorians, who were under 
the dominion of all thefe paffions, and who have 
either afcribed to her every virtuous and amiable 
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quality, or have imputed to her all the vices of 
which the human heart is fufceptible, vve fearch 
in vain for Mary’s real character. She neither 
merited the exaggerated praifes of the one, nor 
the undiftinguiihed cenfure of the other. 

To all the charms of beauty, and the utmoft 
elegance of external form, fhe added thofe ac- 
complifhments which render their impreflion irre- 
fiftible. Polite, affable, infinuating, fprightly, 
and capable of fpeaking and of writing with equal 
eafe and dignity. Sudden, however, and violent 
in all her attachments ; becaufe her heart was 
warm and unfufpicious. Impatient of contra- 
didtion ; becaufe flie had been accuftomed from 
her infancy to be treated as a queen. No flran- 
ger, on fume occafions, to difiimulation ; which, 
in that perfidious court where fhe received her 
education, was reckoned among the neceffary arts 
of government. Not infenfible of flattery, or 
unconfcious of that pleafure with which almoft 
every woman beholds the influence of her own 
beauty. Formed with the qualities which we 
love, not with the talents that we admire; fhe 
was an agreeable woman, rather than an iiluftrious 
queen. The vivacity of her fpirit not fufficiently 
tempered with found judgment, and the warmth 
of her heart, which was not at all times under 
the reftraint of difcretion, betrayed her both into 
errors and into crimes. To fay that fhe was 
always unfortunate, will not account for that 
long and almofl uninterrupted fucceffion of ca- 
lamities which befel her ; we muft likewife add, 
that fhe was often imprudent. Her paflion for 
Dandy was rafh, youthful, and exceffive ; and 
though the hidden tranfition to the oppofite ex- 
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treme, was the natural effeft of her ill-requited 
love, and of his ingratitude, infolence, and bru- 
tality ; yet neither thefe, nor Bothwell’s artful 
addrefs and important fervices, can juftify her 
attachment to that nobleman. Even the man- 
ners of the age, licentious as they were, are no 
apology for this unhappy paffion ; nor can they 
induce us to look on that tragical and infamous 
fcene which followed upon it, with lefs abhor- 
rence. Humanity will draw a veil over this part 
of her character which it cannot approve, and 
may, perhaps, prompt fome to impute fome of 
her aftions to her fituation, more than to her 
difpofitions; and to lament the unhappinefs of 
the former, rather than accufe the perverfenefs 
of the latter. Mary’s fufferings exceed, both ia 
degree and in duration, thofe tragical diftreffes 
which fancy has feigned to excite forrow and 
commiferation ; and while we furvey them, we 
are apt altogether to forget her frailties, we think 
of her faults with lefs indignation, and approve 
of our tears, as if they were ihed for a perfon who 
had attained much nearer to pure virtue. 

With regard to the queen’s perfon, a circum- 
ftance not to be omitted in writing the hiltory of 
a female reign, all contemporary authors agree 
in afcribing to Mary the utmoft beauty of counte- 
nance, and elegance of (hape, of which the hu- 
man form is capable. Her hair was black, though, 
according to the fafhion of that age, die fre- 
quently wore borrowed locks and of different 
colours. Her eyes were a dark grey ; her com- 
plexion was exquilitely fine ; and her hands and 
arms remarkably delicate, both as to fhape and 
colour. Her ftature was of an height that rqfe 

to 
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to the majeftic. She danced, fhe walked, and 
rode with equal grace. Her tafte for mufic was 
juft, and (he both fung and played upon the lute 
with uncommon ikill. Towards the end of her 
life, long confinement, and the coldnefs of the 
houfes in which (he had been imprifoned, brought 
on a rheumatifm, which often deprived her of the 
ufe of her limbs. No man, fays Brantome, ever 
beheld her perfon without admiration and love, 
or will read her hiftory without forrow. 

None of her women were fuffered to come near 
her dead body, which was carried into a room 
adjoining to the place of execution, where it lay 
for fome days, covered with a coarfe cloth torn 
from a billiard table. The block, the fcaffbld, 
the aprons of the executioners, and every thing 
ftained with her blood, were reduced to afhcs. 
Not long after, Elizabeth appointed her body to 
be buried in the cathedral of Peterborough with 
royal magnificence, But this vulgar artifice was 
employed in vain ; the pageantry of a pompous 
funeral did not efface the memory of thofe in- 
juries which laid Mary in her grave. James, 
foon after his acceflion to the Englifh throne, 
ordered her body to be removed to Weftminfter- 
abbey, and to be depofited among the monarchs 
of England. 

Elizabeth affefted to receive the accounts of 
Mary’s death with the moft violent emotions of 
furprife and of concern. Sighs,tears,lamentations, 
and mourning, were all employed to difplay the 
reality and greatnefs of her forrow. Evident 
marks of dimmulation and artifice may be traced 
through every period of Elizabeth’s proceedings 
againit the life of the Scottifli queen. The com- 

miffion 



I587.] HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 34J 
miffion for bringing Mary to a public trial was 
feemingly extorted from her by the entreaties of 
her privy counfellors. She delayed publilhing 
the fentence againft her till fhe was twice folicited 
by both houfes of parliament. Nor did flie fign 
the warrant for execution without the utmolt 
apparent reluftance. One fcene more of the 
boldeft and moft folemn deceit remained to be 
exhibited. She undertook to make the world 
believe that Mary had been put to death without 
her knowledge, and againft her will. Davilbn, 
who neither fufpe&ed her intention nor his own 
danger, was her inftrument in carrying on this 
artifice, and fell a victim to it. 

It was his duty, as fecretary of ftate, to lay 
before her the warrant for execution, in order to 
be figned; and, by her command, he carried it 
to the great feal. She pretended, however, that 
(he had charged him not to communicate what 
ftie had done to any perfon, nor to fuffer the 
warrant to go out of his hands, without her ex- 
prefs permiilion ; that,* in contempt of this order, 
he had not only revealed the matter to feveral of 
her minifters, but had, in concept with them, 
affembled her privy counfellors, by whom, with- 
out her confent or knowledge, the warrant was 
iffued, and the earls of Shrewlbury and Kent 
impowered to put it in execution. Though 
Davifon denied all this, and with circumftances 
which bear the ftrongeft marks of truth and cre- 
dibility ; though it can fcarcely be conceived that 
her privy council, compofed of the perfons in 
whom die moft confided, of her minifters and fa- 
vourites, would afftmble within the walls of her 
palace, and venture to tranfaft a matter of fo 

much 
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much importance without her privity, and con- 
trary to her inclination ; yet fo far did fhe carry 
her difiimulation, that with all the ligns of dif- 
pleafure and of rage, fhe banifhed moft of her 
counfellors out of her prefence ; and treated 
Burleigh, in particular, fo hardily, and with fuch 
marks of difguft, that he gave up himfelf for 
loft, and in the deepeft affliftion wrote to the 
queen, begging leave to refign all his places, that 
he might retire to his own eftate. Davifon fhe 
inftantly deprived of his office, and committed him 
a clofe prifoner to the Tower. He was foon after 
brought to a folemn trial in the Star Chamber 
[March], condemned to pay a fine of ten thou- 
fand pounds, and to be imprifoned during the 
queen’s pleafure. He languiffied feveral years in 
confinement, and never recovered any degree of 
favour or of power. As her jealoufy and fear 
had bereaved the queen of Scots of life, in order 
to palliate this part of her conduct, Elizabeth 
made no fcruple of facrificing the reputation and 
happinefs of one of the moft virtuous and able 
men in her kingdom h 

This folemn farce, for it deferves no better 
name, furnifhed Elizabeth, however, with an 
apology to the king of Scots. As the profpedt 
of his mother’s danger had excited the king’s 
filial care and concern, the account of her death 
filled him with grief and refentment. His fub- 
jedts felt the difhonour done to him and to the 
nation. In order to footh both, Elizabeth in- 
ftantly difpatched Robert Cary, one of lord 

1 Camd. 536. Strype, Hi. [370, See Append. No. LII. 
Cabala, 229, &c. 

Blunfdon’s 



I5S7-] HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 347 
Hunfdon’s fons, with a letter exprefiing her ex- 
treme affliftion on account of that miferable 
accident, which, as fhe pretended, had happened 
far contrary to her appointment or intention. 
James would not permit her meffenger to enter 
Scotland ; and with fome difficulty received a 
memorial which he fent from Berwick. It con- 
tained the tale concerning Davifon, dreffed up 
with all the circumftances which tended to ex- 
culpate Elizabeth, and to throw the whole blame 
on his rafhnefs or treachery. Such a defence 
gave little fatisfaftion, and was confidered as 
mockery added to infult; and many of the no- 
bles, as well as the king, breathed nothing but 
revenge. Elizabeth was extremely felicitous to 
pacify them, and ffie wanted neither able inftru- 
ments, nor plaufible reafons, in order to accom- 
pliih this. Leicefter wrote to the king, and 
Walfingham to fecretary Maitland. They re- 
prefented the certain deftruftion to which James 
would expofe himfelf, if, with the forces of Scot- 
land alone, he ffiould venture to attack a king- 
dom fo far fuperior in power ; that the hiftory 
of paft ages, as well as his mother’s fad expe- 
perience, might convince him, that nothing could 
be more dangerous, or deceitful, than dependence 
on foreign aid ; that the king of France would 
never wifh to fee the Britiffi kingdoms united 
under one monarch, nor contribute to inveft a 
prince fo nearly allied to the houfe of Guife 
with fuch formidable power ; that Philip might 
be a more active ally, but would certainly prove 
a more dangerous one, and, under pretence of 
affiiting him, would affert his own right to the 
Englilh crown, which he already began openly 
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to claim ; that the fame ftatute, on which the 
fentence of death againft his mother had been 
founded, would juitify the excluding him from 
the fucceffion to the crown ; that the Englifh, 
naturally averfe from the dominion of ftrangers, 
would not fail, if exafperated by his hoftilities, 
to apply it in that manner; that Elizabeth was 
difpofed to repair the wrongs which the mother 
had fuffered, by her tendernefs and affection to- 
wards the fon ; and that, by engaging in a fruit- 
lefs war, he would deprive himlelf of a noble 
inheritance, which, by cultivating her friendfhip, 
he muff infallibly obtain. Thefe reprefentations, 
added to the confcioufnefs of his own weaknefs, 
to the fmailnefs of his revenues, to the mutinous 
fpirit of fome of the nobles, to the dubious fidelity 
of others, and to the influence of that faction 
which was entirely at Elizabeth’s devotion, con- 
vinced James that a war with England, however 
juft, would in the prefent juncture be altogether 
impolitical. All thefe confiderations induced 
him to ftifle his refentment; to appear fatisfied 
with the puniffiment inflidted on Davifon ; and 
to preferve all the femblances of friendftiip with 
the Eugliih court"1. In this manner did the 
cloud which threatened fuch a ftorm pafs away. 
Mary’s death, like that of a common criminal, 
remain unavenged by any prince ; and whatever 
infamy Elizabeth might incur, (he was expofed 
to no new danger on that account. 

Mary’s death, however, proved fatal to the 
mailer of Gray, and loft him the king’s favour, 
which he had for fome time poffeffed. He was 
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become as odious to the nation as favourites, who 
acquire power without merit, and exercife it 
without difcretion, ufually are. The treacherous 
part which he had afted during his late embaffy 
was no fecret, and filled James, who at length 
came to the knowledge of it, with altonifhment. 
The courtiers obferved the fymptoms of difguft 
arifing in the king’s mind, his enemies feized the 
opportunity, and iir William Stewart, in revenge 
of the perfidy with which Gray had betrayed 
his brother captain James, publicly accufed him 
before a convention of nobles [May 10], not 
only of having contributed, by his advice and 
fuggeftions, to take away the life of the queen, 
but of holdingcorrefpondence with popiih princes, 
in order to fubvert the religion eftablifhed in the 
kingdom. Gray, unfupported by the king, de- 
ferred by all, and confcious of his own guilt, 
made a feeble defence. He was condemned to 
perpetual banilhment, a puniihment very unequal 
to his crimes. But the king was unwilling to 
abandon one whom he had once favoured fo 
highly, to the rigour of juftice, and lord Ha- 
milton, his near relation, and the other nobles 
who had lately returned from exile, in gratitude 
for the zeal with which he had ferved them, 
interceded warmly in his behalf. 

Having thus accomplifhed the deftruftion of 
one of his enemies, captain James Stewart 
thought the juncture favourable for piofecuting 
his revenge on them all. He fingled out fecre- 
tary Maitland, the moll eminent both for abilities 
and enmity to him ; and offered to prove that he 
was no lei's acceffary than Gray to the q icen’s 
death, and^had even formed a defign of delivering 
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up the king himfelf into the hands of the Eng- 
lifli. But time and abfence had, in a great mea- 
fure, extinguifhed the king’s affettion for a 
minion who fo little deferred it. All the courtiers 
combined againlt him as a common enemy ; and 
inftead of gaining his point, he had the mortifica- 
tion to fee the office of chancellor conferred upon 
Maitland, who, together with that dignity, en- 
joyed all the power and influence of a prime 
minifter. 

In the aflembly of the church, which met this 
year, the fame hatred to the order of bifliops, 
and the fame jealoufy and fear of their encroach- 
ments, appeared. But as the king was now of 
full age, and a parliament was fummoned on that 
occafion, the clergy remained fatisiied with ap- 
pointing fome of their number to reprefent their 
grievances to that court, from which great things 
were expedfed. 

Previous to this meeting of parliament, James 
attempted a work worthy of a king. The deadly 
feuds which fublifted between many of the great 
families, and which were tranfmitted from one 
generation to another, weakened the ftrength of 
the kingdom ; contributed, more than any other 
cit'cumftance, to preferve a fierce and barbarous 
fpirit among the nobles ; and proved the occafion 
of many difallers to themfelves and to their 
country. After many preparatory negotiations, 
he invited the contending parties to a royal en- 
tertainment in the palace of Holy-rood-houfe ; 
and partly by his authority, partly by his en- 
treaties, obtained their promife to bury their 
diflentions in perpetual oblivion. From thence he 
conducted them, in folemn proceffion, through 
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the ftreets of Edinburgh, marching by pairs, 
each hand in hand with his enemy. A collation 
of wine and fweetmeats was prepared at the pub- 
lic crofs, and there they drank to each other, 
with all the figns of reciprocal forgivenefs and of 
future friendlhip. The people, who were prefent 
at a fpedtacle fo unufual, conceived the moll 
fanguine hopes of feeing concord and tranquillity 
ellablilhed in every part of the kingdom, and 
tellified their fatisfaction by repeated acclama- 
tions n. Unhappily, the effedls of this recon- 
ciliation were not correfpondent either to the 
pious endeavours of the king, or to the fond 
wilhes of the people. 

The firll care of the parliament was the fe- 
curity of the proteftant religion. All the laws 
paffed in its favour, fince the reformation, were 
ratified; and a new and fevere one was enacted 
againft feminary prielts and Jefuits, whofe relt- 
lefs induftry in making profelytes, brought many 
of them into Scotland about this time. Two acts 
of this parliament deferve more particular notice 
on account of the confequences with which they 
were followed. 

The one refpedted the lands of the church. 
As the public revenues were not fufficient for 
defraying the king’s ordinary charges; as the 
adminiftration of the government became more 
complicated and more expenfive ; as James was 
naturally profufe, and a Itranger to ceconomy; 
it was neceflary, on all thefe accounts, to provide 
fome fund proportioned to his exigencies. But 
no conliderable fum could be levied on the com. 
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mons, who did not enjoy the benefit of an ex- 
tenfive commerce. The nobles were unaccuf- 
tomed to bear the burden of heavy taxes. The 
revenues ofthe church were theonlyfource whence 
a proper fupply could be drawn. Notwithiland- 
ing all the depredations of the laity fince the 
reformation, and the various devices which they 
had employed to feize the church lands, fome 
conliderable portion of them remained lb’ll un- 
alienated, and were held either by the bilhops 
who polfefled the benefices, or were granted to 
laymen during pleafure. All thefe lands were, 
in this parliament, annexed, by one general law °, 
to the crown, and the king was empowered to 
apply the rents of them to his own ufe. The 
tithes alone were referred for the maintenance of 
the perfons who ferved the cure, and the prin- 
cipal manfion houfe, with a few acres of land, by 
way of glebe, allotted for their refidence. By 
this great accefikm of property, it is natural to 
conclude that the king mull have acquired a vaft 
increafe of power, and the influence of the nobles 
have fuffered a proportional diminution. The 
very reverfe of this feems, however, to have been 
the cafe. Almolt all grants of church-lands, 
prior to this adl, were thereby confirmed ; and 
titles, which were formerly reckoned precarious, 
derived thence the fanftion of parliamentary 
authority. James was likewife authorifed, during 
a limited time, to make new alienations; and fuch 
was the facility of his temper, ever ready to yield 
to the felicitations of his fervants, and to gratify 
their moll extravagant demands, that not only 

o Pari. 11 Jac. VI. c. 29. 
during 
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during the time limited, but throughout his 
whole reign, he was continually employed in 
bellowing, and his parliament in ratifying, 
grants of this kind to his nobles; hence little 
advantage accrued to the crown from that which 
might have been fo valuable an addition to its re- 
venues. The biihops, however, were great fuf- 
ferers by the law. But at this jundlure neither 
the king nor his minifters were folicitous about 
the interefts of an order of men, odious to the 
people, and perfecuted by the clergy. Their 
enemies promoted the law with the utmoft zeal. 
The profpe£t of (haring in their fpoils induced 
all parties to confent to it ; and after a Hep fo 
fatal to the wealth and power of the dignified 
clergy, it was no difficult matter to introduce 
that change in the government of the church 
wffiich foon after took place P. 

The change which the other llatute produced 
in the civil conilitution was no lefs remarkable. 
Under the feudal fyftem, every freeholder, or 
immediate valfal of the crown, had a right to 
be prefent in parliament. Thefe freeholders 
were originally few in number, but poffeffed of 
great and extenfive property. By degrees thefe 
vail poffeffions were divided by the proprietors 
themfelves, or parcelled out by the prince, or 
fplit by other accidents. The number of free- 
holders became greater, and their condition 
more unequal: befides the ancient barons, who 
preferved their eftates and their power unimpair- 
ed, there arofe another order, whofe rights were 
the fame, though their wealth and influence 

p Spotfw. 365, 
H H J were 
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were far inferior. But, in rude ages, when the 
art of government was extremely imperfeft, when 
parliaments were feldom affembled, and delibe- 
rated on matters little interefting to a martial 
people, few of the lejfer barons took their 
feats, and the whole parliamentary jurifdidtion 
was exercifed by the greater barons, in con- 
junction with the ecelefiaftical order. James I. 
fond of imitating the forms of the Englifh 
conliitution, to which he had been long ac- 
cuftcmed, and defirous of providing a coun- 
terpoife to the power of the great nobles, pro- 
cured an aft in the year one thoufand four hun- 
dred and twenty-feven, difpenfing with the per- 
fonal attendance of the lefler barons, and em- 
powering thofe in each county to chufe two com- 
miffioners to reprefent them in parliament. 
This law, like many other regulations of that 
wife prince, produced little effeft. All the 
king’s vaffals continued, as formerly, poffeffed of 
a right to be prefent in parliament ; but, unlefs 
in iome extraordinary conjunftures, the greater 
barons alone attended. But, by means of the 
reformation, the conftitution had undergone a 
great change. The ariftocratical power of the 
nob'qs had been much increafed, and the in- 
fluence of the eccleliaftical order, which the 
crown ufually employed to check their ufurp- 
ations, and to balance their authority, had di- 
miniihed in proportion. Many of the abbies 
and priories had been erefted into temporal peer- 
ages ; and the proteflant bifhops, an indigent 
race of men, and odious to the nation, were far 
from pofleffing the weight and credit which their 
predeceffors derived from their own exorbitant 

wealth, 
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wealth, and the fuperftitious reverence of the 
people. In this fituation, the king had recourfe 
to the expedient employed by James I. and ob- 
tained a law reviving the ftatute of one thoufand 
four hundred and twenty-feven ; and from that 
time the commons of Scotland have fent their 
reprefentatives to parliament. An adl, which 
tended fo vifibly to abridge their authority, did 
not pafs without oppofition from many of the 
nobles. But as the king had a right to fummon 
the leifer barons to attend in perfon, others were 
apprehenfive of feeing the houfe filled with a 
multitude of his dependents, and confented the 
more willingly to a law which laid them under 
the reftriction of appearing only by their repre- 
fentatives. 

1588.3 The year one thoufand five hundred 
and eighty-eight began with an univerfal expeft- 
ation throughout all Europe, that it was to be 
diftinguilhed by wonderful events and revolu- 
tions. Several aftrologers, according to the ac- 
counts of contemporary hillorians, had predicted 
this ; and the fituation of affairs in the two prin- 
cipal kingdoms of Europe was fuch, that a fa- 
gacious obferver, without any fupernatural in- 
telligence, might have hazarded the prediction, 
and have forefeen the approach of fome grand 
crifis. In France, it was evident from the af- 
tonifhing progrefs of the league, conduced by a 
leader whofe ambition was reftrained by no 
fcruples, and whofe genius had hitherto fur- 
mounted all difficulties; as well as from the 
timid, variable, and impolitic councils of 
Henry III. that either that monarch mull fub- 
mit to abandon the throne of which he was un- 

worthy, 
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worthy, or by fome fudden and daring blow cut 
off his formidable rival. Accordingly, in the 
beginning of the year, the duke of Guife drove 
his mafter out of his capital city, and forced him 
to conclude a peace, which left him only the 
lhadow of royalty ; and before the year expired 
he himfelf fell a vidtim to the refentment and 
fear of Henry, and to his own fecurity. In 
Spain the operations were fucli as promifed 
fomething ftill more uncommon. During three 
years Philip had employed all the power of his 
European dominions, andexhaufted the treafures 
of the Indies, in valt preparations for war. A 
fleet, the greateft that had ever appeared in the 
ocean, was ready to fail from Lilbon, and a 
numerous land army was aflembled to embark on 
board of it. Its deftination was ftill unknown, 
though many circumftances made it probable 
that the blow was aimed, in the firft place, 
againft England. Elizabeth had long given 
fecret aid to the revolted provinces in the Low 
Countries, and now openly afforded them her 
protection. A numerous body of her troops 
was in their fervice ; the earl of Leicefter com- 
manded their armies; (he had great fway in the 
civil government of the republic; and fome of 
its moft confiderable towns were in her poffeflion. 
Her fleets had infulted the coafts of Spain, in- 
tercepted the galleons from the Weft Indies, 
and threatened the colonies there. Roufed by 
fo many injuries, allured by views of ambition, 
and animated by a fuperftitious zeal for propa- 
gating the Romifti religion, Philip refolved not 
only to invade, but to conquer England, to 
which his defcent from the houfe of Lancafter, 

and 
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and the donation of pope Sixtus V. gave him in 
his own opinion a double title. 

Elizabeth faw the danger approach, and pre- 
pared to encounter it. The meafures for the de- 
fence of her kingdom were concerted and carried 
on with the wifdom and vigour which diftinguilh- 
ed her reign. Her chief care was to fecure the 
friendihip of the king of Scots. She had treated 
the queen his mother with a rigour unknown 
among princes ; fhe had often ufed himfelf hardi- 
ly, and with contempt, and though he had 
hitherto prudently fupprelfed his refentment of 
thefe injuries, die did not believe it to be al- 
together extinguiihed, and was afraid that, in her 
prefent fituation, it might burft out with a fatal 
violence. Philip, fendble how much an alliance 
with Scotland would facilitate his enterprife, 
courted James with the utmoft adiduity. He 
excited him to revenge his mother’s wrong; he 
flattered him with the hopes of fliaring his con- 
quefts ; and offered him in marriage his daughter 
the infanta Ifabella. At the fame time, Scot- 
land fwarmed with priefts, his emiffaries, who 
feduced fome of the nobles to popery, and cor- 
rupted others with bribes and promifes. Huntly, 
Errol, Crawford, were the heads of a faftion 
which openly efpoufed the interell of Spain. Lord 
Maxwell, arriving from that court, began to af- 
femble his followers, and to take arms, that he 
might be ready to join the Spaniards. In order 
to counterbalance all thefe, Elizabeth made the 
warmed profeffions of friendlhip to the king; 
and Afliby, her ambafiador, entertained him with 
magnificent hopes and promifes. He affured him, 
that his right of fuccefiion to the crown fhould 
be publicly acknowledged in England; that he 

Ihould 
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fhould be created a duke in that kingdom ; that 
he (hould be admitted to fome (bare in the go- 
vernment ; and receive a coniiderable penfion an- 
nually. James, it is probable, was too well ac- 
quainted with Elizabeth’s arts, to rely entirely 
on thefe promifes. But he underllood his own 
intereft in the prefent juncture, and purfued it 
with much fteadinefs. He rejected an alliance 
with Spain, as dangerous. He reiufed to admit 
into his prefence an ambaflador from the pope. 
He feized colonel Semple, an agent of the 
prince of Parma. He drove many of the femi- 
nary prieits out of the kingdom. He marched 
fuddenly to Dumfries, difperfed Maxwell’s fol- 
lowers, and took him prifoner. In a convention 
of the nobles, he declared his refolution to ad- 
here inviolably to the league with England ; and, 
without liilening to the fuggeftions of revenge, 
determined to a£t in concert with Elizabeth, 
againft the common enemy of the proteftant 
faith. He put the kingdom in a pofture of de- 
fence, and levied troops to obftrudt the landing 
of the Spaniards. He offered to fend an army 
to Elizabeth’s affiftance, and told her ambai- 
fador, that he expefted no other favour from 
the king of Spain, but that which Polyphemus 
had promifed to Ulyffes, that when he had de- 
voured all his companions, he would make him 
his laft morfel i. 

The zeal of the people, on this occafion, was 
not inferior to that of the king ; and the extra- 
ordinary danger, with which they were threat- 
ened, fuggefted to them an extraordinary expe- 

q Camd. 344. Johnft. 139. Spotfw. 360. 
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dient for their fecurity. A bond was framed 
for the maintenance of true religion, as well as 
the defence of the king’s perfon and govern- 
ment, in oppofition to all enemies, foreign and 
domeftic. This contained a confeffion of the 
proteilant faith, a particular renunciation of the 
errors of popery, and the moft folemn promifes, 
in the name, and through the ftrength of God, 
of adhering to each other in fupporting the 
former, and contending againft the latter, to the 
utmoil of their powerr. The king, the^nobles, 
the clergy, and the people, fubfcribed with equal 
alacrity. Strange or uncommon as fuch a com- 
bination may now appear, many circumftances 
contributed at that time to recommend it, and 
to render the idea familiar to the Scots. When 
roufed by any extraordinary event, or alarmed 
by any public danger, the people of Ifrael were 
accuftomed to bind themfelves, by a folemn co- 
venant, to adhere to that religion which the 
Almighty had eltabliihed among them ; this the 
Scots coniidered as a facred precedent, which it 
became them to imitate. In that age, no con- 
fiderable enterprife was undertaken in Scotland, 
without a bond of mutual defence, which all 
concerned reckoned neceffary for their fecurity. 
The form of this religious confederacy is plainly 
borrowed from thole political ones, of which fo 
many inftances have occurred ; the articles, llipu- 
lations, and peculiar modes of exprellion, are 
exadlly the fame in both. Almoft all the con- 
liderable popilh princes were then joined in a 
league for extirpating the reformed religion, and 

* Dunlop’s Colled, of ConfefT. vol, ii. ic8. 
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nothing could be more natural, or feemed more 
efficacious, than to enter into a counter-affocia- 
tion, in order to oppofe the progrefs of that 
formidable confpiracy. To thefe cauies did the 
covenant, which is become fo famous in hiftory, 
owe its origin. It was renewed at different 
times during the reign of James's. It was re- 
vived with great folemnity, though with confi- 
derable alterations, in the year one thoufand fix 
hundred and thirty-eight. It was adopted by 
the Engliffi in the year one thoufand fix hundred 
and forty-three, and enforced by the civil and 
ecclefiaftical authority of both kingdoms. The 
political purpofes to which it was then made 
fubfervient, and the violent and unconflitutional 
meafures which it was then employed to promote, 
it is not our province to explain. But at the 
juntture in which it was firft introduced, we may 
pronounce it to have been a prudent and laudable 
device for the defence of the religion and liber- 
ties of the nation; nor were the terms in which 
it was conceived, other than might have been 
expected from men alarmed with the impending 
danger of popery, and threatened with an inva- 
fion by the moll bigoted and moil powerful prince 
in Europe. 

Philip’s eagernefs to conquer England did not 
infpire him either with the vigour or difpatch ne- 
ceffary to enfure the fuccefs of fo mighty an en- 
terprife. His fleet, which ought to have failed in 
April, did not enter the Engliih channel till 
the middle of July. It hovered many days on 
the coall, in expedlation of being joined by the 

s Cald. iv. 129. 
prince 



1588.] HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 361 
prince of Parma, who was blocked up in the 
ports of Flanders by a Dutch fquadron. Conti- 
nual difafters purfued the Spaniards during that 
time ; fucceffive ftorms and battles, which are 
well known, confpired with their own ill con- 
duct to difappoint their enterprife. And, by 
the bleffing of Providence, which watched with 
remarkable care over the proteflant religion and 
the liberties of Britain, the Englifh valour fcat- 
tered and dellroyed the Armado, on which Philip 
had arrogantly beftowed the name of Invincible. 
After being driven out of the Englifh feas, their 
fhattered {hips were forced to fleer their courfe 
toward Spain, round Scotland and Ireland. 
Many of them fufFered fhipwreck on thefe 
dangerous and unknown coafts. Though James 
kept his fubjeCls under arms, to watch the mo- 
tions of the Spaniards, and to prevent their 
landing in an hoftile manner, he received with 
great humanity feven hundred who were forced 
afliore by a tempell, and after fupplying them 
with neceffaries, permitted them to return into 
their cwn country. 

On the retreat of the Spaniards, Elizabeth 
fent an ambaffador to congratulate with James, 
and to compliment him on the firmnefs and ge- 
nerofity he had difcovered during a conjuncture 
fo dangerous. But none of Afhby’s promifes 
were any longer remembered ; that minifter was 
even accufed of having exceeded his powers, by 
his too liberal offers ; and confcious of his own 
falfehood, or afhamed of being difowned by his 
court, he withdrew fecretly out of Scotland r. 

t Johnft. 1^4. Camd. ^48, Muidin, 635. 788. 
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1589.] Pliilip, convinced by fatal experience 
of Ids own raihnefs in attempting the conqudl 
of England, by a naval armament, equipped at 
fo great a diftance, and fubjefted in all its ope- 
rations, to the delays, and dangers, and uncer- 
tainties, arifing from feas and winds, refolved to 
make his attack in another form, and to adopt 
the plan which the princes of Lorrain had long 
meditated, of invading England through Scot- 
land. A body of his troops, he imagined, might 
be eaiily wafted over from the Low Countries to 
that kingdom, and if they could once obtain 
footing, or procure affiftance there, the frontier 
of England was open and defencelefs, and the 
northern counties full of Roman catholics, who 
would receive them with open arms. Meanwhile, 
a defcent might be threatened on the fouthern 
coaft, which would divide the Englifh army, dif- 
traft their councils, and throw the whole king- 
dom into terrible convulfions. In order to pre- 
pare the way for the execution of this defign, he 
remitted a confiderable fum of money to Bruce, 
a feminary pried in Scotland, and employed him, 
together with Hay, Creighton, and Tyrie, 
Scottifh Jefuits, to gain over as many perfons of 
■diftindtion as poffible to his intereft. Zeal for 
popery, and the artful inlinuations of thefe 
emiffaries, induced feveral noblemen to favour a 
meafure which tended fo manifeltly to the de- 
ftruction of their country. Huntly, though the 
king had lately given him in marriage the daughter 
of his favourite the duke of Lennox, continued 
warmly attached to the Romilh church. Craw- 
ford and Errol were animated with the zeal of 
new converts. They all engaged in a correfpond- 

* 3 ence 
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ence with the prince of Parma, and, in their 
letters to him, offered their fervice to the king 
of Spain, and undertook, with the aid of fix 
thoufand men, to render him mafter of Scotland, 
and to bring fo many of their vaffals into the 
field, that he fhould be able to enter England 
with a numerous army. Francis Stewart, grand- 
fon of James V. u, whom the king had created 
earl of Bothwell, though influenced by no motive 
of religion, for he ftill adhered to the proteftant 
faith, was prompted merely by caprice, and the 
reftleflhefs of his nature, to join in this treafon- 
able correfpondence. 

All thefe letters were intercepted in England. 
Elizabeth, alarmed at the danger which threat- 
ened her own kingdom, fent them immediately 
to the king [Feb. 17J, and, reproaching him 
with his former lenity towards the popifh party, 
called upon him to check this formidable con- 
fpiracy by a proper feverity. But James, though 
firmly attached to the proteftant religion, though 
profoundly verfed in the theological controverfies 
between the reformers and the church of Rome, 
though he had employed himfelf, at that early 
period of life, in writing a commentary on the 
Revelations, in which he laboured to prove the 
pope to be antichrift, had neverthelefs adopted 
already thofe maxims concerning the treatment 
of the Roman catholics, to which he adhered 
through the reft of his life. The Roman catho- 
lics were at that time a powerful and aftive party 
in England ; they were far from being an in- 

“ He was the fon of John Prior of Coldingham, one of 
James’s natural children. 
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coniiderable faction in his own kingdom. The 
pope and king of Spain were ready to take part 
in all their machinations, and to fecond every 
effort of their bigotry. The oppofition of fuch 
a body to his fucceffion to the crown of England, 
added to the averfenefs of the Englifh from the 
government of ftrangers, might create him many 
difficulties. In order to avoid thefe, he thought 
it neceffary to footh rather than to irritate the 
Roman catholics, and to reconcile them to his 
fucceffion, by the hopes of gentler treatment, and 
fome mitigation of the rigour of thofe laws, 
which were now in force againfl: them. This 
attempt to gain one party by promifes of in- 
dulgence and adds of clemency, while he ad- 
hered with all the obftinacy of a difputant to the 
dodlrines and tenets of the other, has given an 
air of myftery, and even of contradiftion, to this 
part of the king’s charafter. The papills, with, 
the credulity of a feft ftruggling to obtain 
power, believed his heart to be wholly theirs ; 
and the proteftants, with th. jealoufy infeparable 
from thofe who are already in poffiffion of power, 
viewed every aft of lenity as a mark of indiffer- 
ence, or a fymptom of apoftacy. In order to 
pleafe both, James often aimed at an exceffive 
refinement, mingled with diffimulation, in which 
he imagined the perfeftion of government and of 
kingcraft to confiff. 

His behaviour on this occafion was agreeable 
to thefe general maxims. Notwithffanding the 
folieitations of the queen of England, enforced 
by the zealous remonftrances of his own clergy, 
a fhort imprifonment was the only puniffiment he 
inflifted upon Huntly and his affociates. But 
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he foon had reafon to repent an aft of clemency 
fo inconfiftent with the dignity of government. 
The firft ufe which the confpirators made of their 
liberty was to affemble their followers, and, under 
pretence of removing chancellor Maitland, an 
able minifter, but warmly devoted to the Engliih 
intereft, from the king’s councils and prefence, 
they attempted to feize James himfelf. This 
attempt being defeated, partly by Maitland’s 
vigilance, and partly by their own ill-conduft, 
they were forced to retire to the North, where 
they openly erefted the llandard of rebellion. 
But as the king’s government was not generally 
unpopular, or his minifters odious, their own 
vaft'ais joined them flowly, and difcovered no zeal 
in the caufe. The king, in perfon, advancing 
again ft them with fuch forces as he Could fuddenly 
levy, they durft not rely fo much on the fidelity 
of the troops, which, though fuperior in number, 
followed them with reluftance, as to hazard a 
battle ; but fuffering them to difperfe, they 
furrendered to the king, and threw themfelves 
on his mercy. Huntly, Errol, Crawford, and 
Bothwell, were all brought to a public trial. 
Repeated afts of treafon were eafilyproved againll 
them. The king, however, did not permit any 
fentence to be pronounced ; and, after keeping 
them a few months in confinement, he took 
occafion, amidft the public feftivity, and re- 
joicings at the approach of his marriage, to fet 
them at liberty x. 

As James was the .only defcendant of the an- 
cient monarchs of Scotland in the direft line; 

x Sfotfw. 373. Cald. jv. 103—130. 
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as all hopes of uniting the crowns of the two 
kingdoms would have expired with him ; as the 
earl of Arran, the prefumptive heir to the 
throne, was lunatic ; the king's marriage was, 
on all thefe accounts, an event which the nation 
wifiled for with the utmoft ardour. He himfelf 
was no lefs defirous of accomplifhing it; and had 
made overtures for that purpofe to the eldeft 
daughter of Frederick II. king of Denmark. 
But Elizabeth, jealous of every thing that would 
render the acceflion of the houfe of Stewart more 
acceptable to the Englifh, endeavoured to per- 
plex James, in the fame manner fhe had done 
Mary ; and employed as many artifices to defeat 
or to retard his marriage. His minifters, gained 
by bribes and promifes, feconded her intention ; 
and though feveral different ambaffadors were 
fent from Scotland to Denmark, they produced 
powers fo limited, or infifted on conditions fo 
extravagant, that Frederick could not believe 
the king to be in earneft ; and fufpefting that 
there was fome defign to deceive or amufe him, 
gave his daughter in marriage to the duke of 
Brunfwick. Not difcouraged by this difappoint- 
ment, which he imputed entirely to the conduft 
of his own miniflers, James made addreffes to 
the princefs Anne, Frederick’s fecond daughter. 
Though Elizabeth endeavoured to divert him 
from this by recommending Catherine the king of 
Navarre’s filler, as a more advantageous match ; 
though fhe prevailed on the privy council of 
Scotland to declare againfl the alliance with Den- 
mark, he perfifted in his choice ; and defpairing 
of overcoming the obftinacy of his own mini- 
llers in any other manner, he fecretly encouraged 
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the citizens of Edinburgh to take arms. They 
threatened to tear in pieces the chancellor, whom 
they accufed as the perfon whofe artifices had 
hitherto difappointed the wilhes of the king 
and the expedtations of his people. In confe- 
quence of this, the earl marifchal was fent into 
Denmark at the head of a fplendid embaffy. 
He received ample powers and inftructions, drawn 
with the king’s own hand. The marriage articles 
were quickly agreed upon, and the young queen 
fet fail towards Scotland. James made great 
preparations for her reception, and waited her 
landing with all the impatience of a lover ; when 
the unwelcome account arrived, that a violent 
tempeft had arifen, which drove back her fleet to 
Norway, in a condition fo flrattered, that there 
was little hope of its putting again to fea before 
the fpring. This unexpefted difappointment he 
felt with the utmoft fenfibility. He inftantly 
fitted out fome fhips, and, without communicat- 
ing his intention to any of his council, failed in 
perfon, attended by the chancellor, feveral noble- 
men, and a train of three hundred perfons, in 
queft of his bride. He arrived fafely in a fmall 
harbour near Upflo [Oft. 22], where the queen 
then refided. There the marriage was folemnized 
[Nov. 24J ; and as it would have been ralh to 
trull thofe boifterous feas in the winter feafon, 
James accepted the invitation of the court of 
Denmark, and repairing to Copenhagen, paffed 
feveral months there, amidft continual fealling 
and amufements, in which both the queen and 
himfelf had great delight y. 

y Melvil, 352. Spotfw. 377. Murdin, 637. 
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No event in the king’s life appears to be a 

wider deviation from his general charadler, than 
this fudden fally. His fon Charles I. was capable 
of that exceffive admiration of the other fex, 
which arifes from great fenfibility of heart, 
heightened by elegance of tafte ; and the ro- 
mantic air of his journey to Spain fuited fuch 
a difpofition. But James was not fufceptible of 
any refined gallantry, and always expreffed that 
contempt for the female character which a pe- 
dantic erudition, unacquainted with politenefs, is 
apt to infpire. He was exafperated, however, 
and rendered impatient by the many obftacles 
which had been laid in his way. He was anxious 
to fecure the political advantages which he ex- 
pefted from marriage ; and fearing that a delay 
might afford Elizabeth and his own mirtifters an 
opportunity of thwarting him by new intrigues, 
he fuddenly took the refolution of preventing 
them, by a voyage from which he expedited to 
return in a few weeks. The nation feemed to 
applaud his conduct, and to be pleafed with this 
appearance of amorous ardour in a young prince. 
Notwithftanding his abfence fo long beyond the 
time he expedted, the nobles, the clergy, and the 
people, vied with one another in loyalty and 
obedience; and no period of the king’s reign 
was more remarkable for tranquillity, or more 
free from any eruption of thofe factions which fo 
often dilturbed the kingdom. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 











u 

i. I a eso /' 




