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PREFACE 

TO THE 

FIRST EDITION. 

t deliver this book to the World With all the 
diffidence and anxiety natural to an author on 

publifhing his firft performance. The time I 
have employed, and the pains I have taken, in 
order to render it worthy of the public approba- 
tion, it is, perhaps, prudent to conceal, until it 
be known whether that approbation fhall ever be 
beftowed upon it. 

But as I have departed, in many inftances, 
from former hiftorians, as I have placed fafts in 
a different light, and have drawn characters with 
new colours, I ought to account for this conduct 
to my readers ; and to produce the evidence, on 
which, at the diftance of two centuries, I prefume 
to contradict the teftimony of lefs remote, or 
even of contemporary hiftorians. 

The tranfadtions in Mary’s reign gave rife to 
two parties, which were animated againft each 
other with the fierceft political hatred, embittered 
by religious zeal. Each of thefe produced hifto- 
rians of confiderable merit, who adopted all 
their fentiments, and defended all their adtions. 
Truth was not the foie objedt of thefe authors. 
Blinded by prejudices, and heated by the part 
which they themfelves had adted in the fcenes 

A 2 they 



IV PREFACE. 
they defcribe, they wrote an apology for a fac- 
tion, rather than the hiftory of their country. 
Succeeding Hiftorians have followed thefe guides 
almoft implicitly, and have repeated their errors 
and mifreprefentations. But as the fame paffions 
which inflamed parties in that age have defcended 
to their pofterity ; as almoft every event in 
Mary’s reign has become the object of doubt or 
of difpute ; the eager fpirit of controverfy foon 
difcovered, that without fome evidence more 
authentic and more impartial than that of fuch 
Hiftorians, none of the points in queftion could 
be decided with certainty. Records have there- 
fore been fearched, original papers have been 
produced, and public archives, as well as the re- 
pofttories of private men, have been ranfacked 
by the zeal and curiofity of writers of different 
parties. The attention of Cecil to colleft what- 
ever related to that period, in which he adled fo 
confpicuous a part, hath provided fuch an im- 
menfe ftore of original papers for illuftrating this 
part of the Englifh and Scottifh hiftory, as are 
almoft fufftcient to fatisfy the utmoft avidity of 
an Antiquary. Sir Robert Cotton (whofe library 
is now the property of the Public) made great 
and valuable additions to Cecil’s collection ; and 
from this magazine, Digges, the compilers of 
the Cabbala, Anderfon, Keith, Haynes, Forbes, 
have drawn moft of the papers which they have 
printed. No Hiftory of Scotland, that merits 
any degree of attention, has appeared fince thefe 
collections were publifhed. By confulting them, 
I have been enabled, in many inftances, to cor- 
re£t the inaccuracies of former Hiftorians, to 
avoid their miftakes, and to deted their mifre- 
prefentations. 

But 



PREFACE. V 
But many important papers have efcaped the 

notice of thofe induilrious Collectors; and, after 
all they have produced to light, much Hill re- 
mained in darknefs, unobferved or unpublifhed. 
It was my duty to fearch for thefe ; and I found 
this unpleafant talk attended with confiderable 
utility. 

The library of the Faculty of Advocates at 
Edinburgh, contains not only a large collection 
of original papers relating to the affairs of Scot- 
land, but copies of others no lefs curious, which 
have been preferved by Sir Robert Cotton, or are 
extant in the Public Offices in England. Of all 
thefe the curators of that library were pleafed 
to allow me the perufaL 

Though the Britifh Mufeum be not yet open 
to the Public, Dr. Birch, whofe obliging dif- 
pofition is well known, procured me accefs to 
that noble collection, which is worthy of the 
magnificence of a great and poliffied nation. 

That vaft and curious collection of papers 
relating to the reign of Elizabeth, which was 
made by Dr. Forbes, and of which he publifhed 
only two volumes, having been purchafed fince 
his death, by the Lord Vifcount Royflon, his 
Lordfhip was fo good as to allow me the ufe of 
fourteen volumes in quarto, containing that part 
of them which is connected with my fubjeCt. 

Sir Alexander Dick communicated to me a 
very valuable collection of original papers, in two 
large volumes. They relate chiefly to the reign 
of James. Many of them are marked with Arch- 
bifhop Spotifwood’s hand ; and it appears from 
feveral paflages in his Hiftory, that he had perufed 
them with great attention. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Calderwood, an eminent Prefbyterian 

Clergyman of tire laft century, compiled an Hif- 
tory of Scotland from the beginning of the reign 
of James V. to the death of James VI. in fix 
large volumes : wherein he has inferted many 
papers of confequence, which are no where elfe 
to be found. This Hiftory has not been pub- 
liflied, but a copy of it, which ftill remains in 
manufcript, in the poffeflion of the church of 
Scotland, was put into my hands by my worthy 
friend the Reverend Dr. George Wilhart, prin- 
cipal Clerk of the Church. 

Sir David Dalrymple not only communicated 
to me the papers which he has'colledted relating 
to Cowrie’s confpiracy ; but, by explaining to 
me his fentiments with regard to that proble- 
matical paffage in the Scottilh hiftory, has en- 
abled me to place that tranfaction in a light 
which difpels much of the darknefs and confufion 
in which it has been hitherto involved. 

Mr. Goodall, though he knew my fentiments 
with regard to the conduft and charafter ofQueen 
Mary to be extremely different from his own, 
communicated to me a volume of manufcripts in 
his poffeflion, which contains a great number of 
valuable papers copied from the originals in the 
Cottonian Library and Paper Office, by the late 
Reverend Mr. Crawford, Regius Profeffor of 
Church Riftory in the Univeriity of Edinburgh. 
I likewife received from him the original Regilter 
of letters kept by the Regent Lennox during his 
adminiftration. 

I have confulted all thefe papers, as far as I 
thought they could be of any ufe towards illuf- 
trating that period of which I write the hiftory. 

With 
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With what fuccefs I have employed them to 
confirm what was already known, to afcertain 
what was dubious, or to determine what was 
controverted, the Public muft judge. 

I might eafily have drawn, from the different 
repofitories to which I had accefs, as many papers 
as would have rendered rny Appendix equal in 
fize to the moll bulky colle&ion of my prede- 
ceffor*. Put I have fatisfied myfelf with pub- 
lifhing a few of the moll curious among them, 
to which I found it neceffary to appeal as vouchers 
for my own veracity. None of thefe, as far as 
I can recoiled!, ever appeared in any former 
colledlion. 

I have added a Critical D[[[ertation concerning 
the murder of King Henry, and the genuinenefs of the 
Queen's letters to Bothivell. The facts and obferv- 
ations which relate to Mary’s letters, I owe to 
my friend Mr. John Davidfon, one of the Clerks 
to the Signet, who hath examined this point 
with his ufual'acutenefs and induftry. 



PREFACE 

T O T H E 

ELEVENTH EDITION. 

1 t is now twenty-eight years fince I publifhed 
-*■ the Hi (lory of Scotland. During that time 
I have been favoured by my friends with feveral 
Remarks upon it; and various Itriclures have been 
made by perfbns, who entertained fentiments dif- 
ferent from mine, with refpedt to the tranfaclions 
in the reign of Queen Mary. From whatever 
quarter information came, in whatever mode it 
has been communicated, I have confidered it 
calmly and with attention. Wherever I perceived 
that I had erred, either in relating events, or in 
delineating chara&ers, I have, without helitation, 
corrected thofe errors. Wherever I am fatisfied 
that my original ideas were juft and well-founded, 
I adhere to them ; and refting upon their con- 
formity to evidence already produced, I enter 
into no difcuflion or controverfy in order to fup- 
port them. Wherever the opportunity of con- 
fulting original papers either in print or in manu- 
fcript, to which I had not formerly accefs, has 
enabled me to throw new light upon any part of 
the Hiftory, I have made alterations and addi- 
tions, which, I flatter myfelf, will be found to 
be of fome importance. 

COLLIGE OF EDINBURGH, 
March jth, 1787. 

THE 



THE 

HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 

BOOK I. 

Containing a Review of the Scottish HiJIory 
previous to the Death of James V. 

Th e firft ages of the Scottifh hiftory are dark 
and fabulous. Nations, as well as men, ar- 

rive at maturity by degrees, and the events, which 
happened during their infancy or early youth, 
cannot be recollected, and deferve not to be re- 
membered. The grofs ignorance which anciently 
covered all the North of Europe, the continual 
migrations of its inhabitants, and the frequent and 
deftruftive revolutions which thefe occafioned, 
render it impofiible to give any authentic account 
of the origin of the different kingdoms now efta- 
blifhed there. Every thing beyond that ffiort 
period to which well-attefted annals reach, is ob- 
icure; an immenfe fpace is left for invention to 
occupy ; each nation, with a vanity infeparable 
from human nature, hath filled that void with 
events calculated to difplay its own antiquity and 
luftre. Hiftory, which ought to record truth and 
to teach wifdom, often fets out with retailing 
fictions and abfurdities. 

The Scots carry their pretenfions to antiquity 
as high as any of their neighbours. Relying upon 
uncertain legends, and the traditions of their 
bards, ftill more uncertain, they reckon up a 

vol. i. e feries 



2 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. I- 
feries of kings feveral ages before the birth of 
Chrift; and give a particular detail of the oc- 
currences which happened in their reigns. But 
with regard to the Scots, as well as the other 
northern nations, we receive the earlieft ac- 
counts on which we can depend, not from their 
own, but from the Roman authors. When the 
Romans, under Agricola [A. D. 81], firlt car- 
ried their arms into the northern parts of Bri- 
tain, they found it poflefled by the Caledonians, 
a fierce and warlike people ; and having repulfed, 
rather than conquered them, they erected a 
ftrong wall between the firths of Forth and 
Clyde, and there fixed the boundaries of their 
empire. Adrian, on account of the difficulty of 
defending fuch a dill ant frontier, contracted the 
limits of the Roman province in Britain [A. D. 
121], by building a fecond wall, which ran be- 
tween Newcaftle and Carlifle. The ambition of 
fucceeding Emperors endeavoured to recover 
what Adrian had abandoned; and the country 
between the two walls was alternately under the 
dominion of the Romans and that of the Cale- 
donians. About the beginning of the fifth cen- 
tury, the inroads of the Goths and other Barba- 
rians obliged the Romans, in order to defend the 
centre of their empire, to recall thofe legions 
which guarded the frontier provinces; and at 
that time they quitted all their conquells in 
Britain. 

A. D. 421.] Their long refidence in the 
ifland had polilhed, in fome degree, the rude in- 
habitants, and the Britons were indebted to their 
intercourfe with the Romans, for the art of writ- 
ing, and the ufe of numbers, without which it is 

impoffible 



B. I. HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 3 
impoflible long to preferve the memory of pall 
events. 

North Britain was, by their retreat, left under 
the dominion of the Scots and Pifts. The 
former, who are not mentioned by any Roman 
author before the end of the fourth century, were 
probably a colony of the Celtae or Gauls : their 
affinity to whom appears from their language, 
their manners, and religious rites ; circumitances 
more decilive with regard to the origin of na- 
tions, than either fabulous traditions, or the tales 
nf ill-informed and credulous annalifte. The 
Scots, if we may believe the common accounts, 
fettled at lirft in Ireland ; and, extending them- 
felves by degrees, landed at lall on the coaft op- 
pofite to that iiland, and fixed their habitations 
there. Fierce and bloody wars were, during 
feveral ages, carried on between them and the 
Pidts. At length, Kenneth II. the fixty-ninth 
king of the Scots (according to their own 
fabulous authors) obtained a complete vidlory 
over the Pifts [A. D. 838], and united under 
one monarchy, all the country, from the wall of 
Adrian to the northern ocean. The kingdom 
henceforward became known by its prefent name, 
which it derived from a people who at firft fettled 
there as ftrangers, and remained long obfeure and 
inconfiderable. 

From this period the hillory of Scotland would 
merit fome attention, were it accompanied with 
any certainty. But as our remote antiquities are 
involved in the fame darknefs with thofe of other 
nations, a calamity peculiar to ourfelves has 
thrown ajmoit an equal obfeurity over our more 
recent tranfadtions. This was occafioned by the 

b 2 malicious 



4 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. I. 
malicious policy of Edward I. of England. To- 
wards the end of the thirteenth century, this 
monarch called in queftion the independence of 
Scotland ; pretending that the kingdom was held 
as a fief of the crown of England, and fubjedted 
to all the conditions of a feudal tenure. In order 
to eftablifh his claim, he feized the public ar- 
chives, he ranfacked churches and monafteries, 
and getting pofleffion, by force or fraud, of 
many hiftorical monuments, which tended to 
prove the antiquity or freedom of the kingdom, 
he carried fome of them into England, and com- 
manded the reft to be burned*. An univerfal 
oblivion of paft tranfadtions might have been the 
effedt of this fatal event, but fome imperfect 
chronicles had efcaped the rage of Edward; 
foreign writers had recorded fome important 
fadts relating to Scotland; and the traditions 
concerning recent occurrences were frefh and 
worthy of credit. Thefe broken fragments John 
de Fordun, who lived in the fourteenth century, 
colledted with a pious induftry, and from them 
gleaned materials which he formed into a regular 
hiftory. His work was received by his country- 
men with applaufe ; and as no recourfe could be 
had to more ancient records, it fupplied the 
place of the authentic annals of the kingdom. 
It was copied in many monafteries, and the 
thread of the narrative was continued by dif- 
ferent monks through the fubfequent reigns. In 
the beginning of the fixteenth century, John 
Major and Hedtor Boethius publiftied their hif- 
tories of Scotland, the former a fuccindh and dry 
writer, the latter a copious and florid one, and 

a Innes, Efiay 554. 
both 



B. I. HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 5 
both equally credulous. Not many years after, 
Buchanan undertook the fame work; and if his 
accuracy and impartiality had been, in any de- 
gree, equal to the elegance of his tafte and to 
the purity and vigour of his Ityle, his hiilory 
might be placed on a level with the moft admired 
compoiitions of the ancients. But, inftead of 
rejecting the improbable tales of chronicle wri- 
ters, he was at the utmoit pains to adorn them ; 
and hath clothed, with all the beauties and graces 
of fiction, thofe legends, which formerly had 
only its wildnefs and extravagance. 

The hiitory of Scotland may properly be di- 
vided into four periods. The firit reaches from 
the origin of the monarchy, to the reign of 
Kenneth II. The fecond from Kenneth’s con- 
queft of the Piets, to the death of Alexander III. 
The third extends to the death of James V. 
The laft, from thence to the acceffion of James 
VI. to the crown of England. 

The firll period is the reign of pure fable and 
conjecture, and ought to be totally negledted, or 
abandoned to the indultry and credulity of anti- 
quaries. Truth begins to dawn in the fecond 
period, with a light, feeble at firft, but gradually 
increafing, and the events which then happened 
may be ilightly touched, but merit no particular 
or laborious inquiry. In the third period, the 
hiftory of Scotland, chiefly by means of records 
preferved in England, becomes more authentic: 
not only are events related, but their caufes and 
effefts explained ; the characters of the aCtors are 
difplayed ; the manners of the age deferibed ; the 
revolutions in the conftitution pointed out: and 
here every Scotfman (hould begin not to read 

b 3 only. 



6 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. I. 
only, but to Itudy the hiftory of his country. 
During the fourth period, the affairs of Scotland 
were fo mingled with thofe of other nations, its 
fituation in the political ftate of Europe was fo 
important, its influence on the operations of the 
neighbouring kingdoms was fo vifible, that its 
hiftory becomes an objedt of attention to fo- 
reigners ; and without fome knowledge of the 
various and extraordinary revolutions which hap- 
pened there, they cannot form a juft notion with 
refpedt either to the moft illuftrious events, or to 
the characters of the moft diftinguifhed perfon- 
ages, in the fixteenth century. 

The following hiftory is confined to the laft of 
thefe periods : to give a view of the political ftate 
of the kingdom during that which immediately 
preceded it, is the defign of this preliminary 
Book. The imperfect knowledge which ftrangers 
have of the affairs of Scotland, and the prejudices 
Scotfmen themfelves have imbibed with regard to 
the various revolutions in the government of their 
country, render fueh an introdudtion equally ne- 
ceffary to both. 

The period from the death of Alexander III. 
to the death of James V. contains upwards of 
two centuries and a half, from the year one thou- 
fand two hundred and eighty-fix, to the year one 
thoufand five hundred and forty-two. 

It opens with the famous controverfy concern- 
ing the independence of Scotland. Before the 
union of the two kingdoms, this was a queftion 
of much importance. If the one crown had been 
confidered not as imperial and independent, but 
as feudatory to the other, a treaty of union could 
not have been concluded on equal terms, and 

every 
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every advantage which the dependent kingdom 
procured, muft have been deemed the concefiion 
of a fovereign to his vaffal. Accordingly, about 
the beginning of the prefent century, and while 
a treaty of union between the two kingdoms was 
negociating, this controverfy was agitated with 
all the heat which national animofities naturally 
infpire. What was then the fubjedl of ferious 
concern, the union of the two kingdoms had 
rendered a matter of mere curiofity. But though 
the objedls which at that time warmed and in- 
terefted both nations exift no longer, a queftion 
which appeared fo momentous to our anceftors can- 
not be altogether indifferent or uninflruftive to us. 

Some of the northern counties of England 
were early in the hands of the Scottifh kings, 
who, as far back as the feudal cuftoms can be 
traced, held thefe poffeffions of the kings of 
England, and did homage to them on that ac- 
count. This homage, due only for the ter- 
ritories which they held in England, was in 
no wife derogatory from their royal dignity. 
Nothing is more fuitable to feudal ideas, than 
that the fame perfon fhould be both a lord 
and a vaffal, independent in one capacity, and 
dependent in another1*. The crown of Eng- 

land 
b A very Angular proof of this occurs in the French 

hiftory. Arpin fold the vicomfe of the city Bourges to 
Philip I. who did homage to the count of Sancerre for a 
part of thefe lands, which held of that nobleman A. D. 
i too. 1 believe that no example, of a king’s doing homage 
to one of his own fubjetts, is to be met with in the hiftories 
either of England or Scotland. Philip le Bel abolifhed this 
praflice in France A. D. 130a. Henault Abrege Cbronol. 
Somewhat fimilar to this, is a charter of the Abbot of 
Melrofs, A. D. 1535, conftituting James V. the bailiff or 

fteward 
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land was, without doubt, imperial and independ- 
ent, though the princes who wore it were, for 
many ages, the vaffals of the kings of France ; 
and, in confequence of their poffeffions in that 
kingdom, bound to perform all the fervices which 
a feudal fovereign has a title to exadl. The 
fame was the condition of the monarchs of Scot- 
land ; free and independent as kings of their own 
country, but, as polfefiing Englifh territories, 
vaffals to the king of England. The Englilh 
monarchs, fatisfied with their legal and uncon- 
troverted rights, were, during a long period, 
neither capable, nor had any thoughts of ufurp- 
ing more. England, when conquered by the 
Saxons, being divided by them into many fmall 
kingdoms, was in no condition to extend its 
dominion over Scotland, united at that time 
under one monarch. And though thefe petty 
principalities were gradually formed into one 
kingdom, the reigning princes, expofed to con- 
tinual invafions of the Danes, and often fubjefted 
to the yoke of thofe formidable pirates, feldom 
turned their arms towards Scotland, and were 
little able to eftablifh new rights in that country. 
The firft kings of the Norman race, bufied with 
introducing their own laws and manners into the 
kingdom which they had conquered, or with 
maintaining themfelves on the throne which fome 
of them poffeffed by a very dubious title, were as 
little folicitous to acquire new authority, or to 
form new pretenfions in Scotland. An unex- 

fteward of that abbey, vetting in him all the powers which 
pertained to that office, and requiring him to be anfwerable 
to the abbot for his cxercils of the fame, sircbiv- pubL 
£Jin; 

pefted 
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petted calamity that befel one of the Scottifli 
Kings firft encouraged the Englifli to think of 
bringing his kingdom under dependence. Wil- 
liam firnamed the Lion being taken prifoner at 
Alnwick, Henry II. as the price of his liberty, 
not only extorted from him an exorbitant ran- 
fom, and a promife to furrender the places of 
greateft ftrength in his dominions, but compelled 
him to do homage for his whole kingdom. 
Richard I. a generous prince, folemnly re- 
nounced this claim of homage, and abfolved 
William from the hard conditions which Henry 
had impofed. Upon the death of Alexander III. 
near a century after, Edward I. availing himfelf 
of the fituation of affairs in Scotland, acquired 
an influence in that kingdom which no Englifh 
monarch before him ever poflefled, and, imi- 
tating the interefted policy of Henry, rather than 
the magnanimity of Richard, revived the claim of 
fovereignty to which the former had pretended. 

Margaret of Norway, grand-daughter of 
Alexander, and heir to his crown, did not long 
furvive him. The right of fucceffion belonged 
to the defcendants of David earl of Huntingdon, 
third fon of king David I. Among thefe, Ro- 
bert Bruce and John Baliol, two illuftrious com- 
petitors for the crown, appeared. Bruce was the 
fon of Ifabel, earl David’s fecond daughter; 
Baliol, the grandfon of Margaret the eldeft 
daughter. According to the rules of fucceffion 
which are now eftablifhed, the right of Baliol 
was preferable, and notwithftanding Bruce’s plea 
of being nearer in blood to earl David, Baliol’s 
claim, as the reprefentative of his mother and 
grandmother, would be deemed inconteftible. 

But 
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But in that age the order of fucceflion was not 
afcertained with the fame preciiion. The quef- 
tion appeared to be no lefs intricate, than it was 
important. Though the prejudices of the peo- 
ple, and perhaps the laws of the kingdom, fa- 
voured Bruce, each of the rivals was fupported 
by a powerful faction. Arms alone, it was 
feared, mull terminate a difpute too weighty for 
.the laws to decide. But, in order to avoid the 
miferies of a civil war, Edward was chofen um- 
pire, and both parties agreed to acquiefce in his 
decree. This had well nigh proved fatal to the 
independence of Scotland ; and the nation, by its 
eagernefs to guard againft a civil war, was not 
only expofed to that calamity, but almoft fub- 
jeCted to a foreign yoke. Edward was artful, 
brave, enterpriiing, and commanded a powerful 
and martial people, at peace with the whole 
■world. The anarchy which prevailed in Scot- 
land, and the ambition of competitors ready tp 
facrifice their country in order to obtain even a 
dependent crown, invited him firil to feize, and 
then to fubjeCt the kingdom. The authority of 
an umpire, which had been unwarily bellowed 
upon him, and from which the Scots dreaded no 
dangerous confequences, enabled him to execute 
his fchemes with the greater facility. Under 
pretence of examining the queftion with the ut- 
moll folemnity, he fummoned all the Scottilh 
barons to Norham, and having gained fome and 
intimidated others, he prevailed on all who were 
prefent, not excepting Bruce and Baliol, the 
competitors, to acknowledge Scotland to be a fief 
of the Englilh crown, and to fwear fealty to him 
as their fovereign or liege lord. This Hep led 
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to another ftill more important. As it was vain 
to pronounce a fentence which he had not power 
to execute, Edward demanded poffefhon of the 
kingdom, that he might be able to deliver it to 
him whofe right fliould be found preferable ; and 
fuch was the pufillanimity of the nobles, and the 
impatient ambition of the competitors, that both 
affented to this ftrange demand, and Gilbert de 
Umfraville, earl of Angus, was the only man 
who refufed to furrender the caltles in his cuifody 
to the enemy of his country. Edward finding 
Baliol the moft obfequious and the leall formid- 
able of the two competitors, foon after gave 
iudgment in his favour. Baliol once more pro- 
feffed himfelf the vaflal of England, and fubmitted 
to every-eondition which the fovereign whom he 
had now acknowledged was pleafed to prefcribe. 

Edward, having thus placed a creature of his 
own upon the throne of Scotland, and compelled 
the nobles to renounce the ancient liberties and 
independence of their country, had reafon to con- 
clude that his dominion was now fully eftablifhed. 
But he began too foon to aflume the mailer ; his 
new valfals, fierce and independent, bore with im- 
patience a yoke, to which they were not accuf- 
tomed. Provoked by his haughtinefs, even the 
pafiive fpirit of Baliol began to mutiny. But 
Edward, who had no longer ufe for fuch a 
pageant king, forced him to reiign the crown, 
and openly attempted to feize it as fallen to him- 
felf by the rebellion of his vaflal. At that cri- 
tical period arofe fir William Wallace, a hero, 
to whom the fond admiration of his countrymen 
hath afcribed many fabulous afts of prowefs, 
though his real valour, as well as integrity and 

I wifdoin, 
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wifdom, are fuch as need not the heightenings of 
fidfion. He, almoft fingle, ventured to take 
arms in defence of the kingdom, and his boldnefs 
revived the fpirit of his countrymen. At laft, 
Robert Bruce, the grandfon of him who ftood in 
competition with Baliol, appeared to aflert his 
own rights, and to vindicate the honour of his 
country. The nobles, afhamed of their former 
bafenefs, and enraged at the many indignities 
offered to the nation, crowded to his ftandard. 
In order to crufh him at once, the Englifh 
monarch entered Scotland at the head of a 
mighty army. Many battles were fought, and 
the Scots, though often vanquifhed, were not 
fubdued. The ardent zeal with which the nobles 
contended for the independence of the kingdom, 
the prudent valour of Bruce, and above all a na- 
tional enthufiafm infpired by fuch a caufe, baffled 
the repeated efforts of Edward, and counter- 
balanced all the advantages which he derived from 
the number and wealth of his fubjefts. Though 
the war continued with little intermiflion up- 
wards of feventy years, Bruce and his pofterity 
kept poffeflion of the throne of Scotland, and 
reigned with an authority not inferior to that of 
its former monarchs. 

But while the fword, the ultimate judge of all 
difputes between contending nations, was em- 
ployed to terminate this controverfy, neither 
Edward nor the Scots feemed to diftruft the 
juftice of their caufe; and both appealed to 
hiftory and records, and from thefe produced, in 
their own favour, fuch evidence as they pre- 
tended to be unanfwerable. The letters and 
memorials addreffed by each party to the Pope, 
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who was then reverenced as the common father, 
and often appealed to as the common judge of all 
chriftian princes, are ftill extant. The fabulous 
tales of the early Britilh hiftory; the partial 
teftimony of ignorant chroniclers; fuppofititious 
treaties and charters; are the proofs on which 
Edward founded his title to the fovereignty of 
Scotland ; and the homage done by the Scottifh 
monarchs for their lands in England is prepofte- 
roufly fuppofed to imply the fubje&ion of their 
whole kingdom e. Ill-founded, however, as their 
right was, the Englilh did not fail to revive it in 
all the fubfequent quarrels between the two 
kingdoms; while the Scots difclaimed it with 
the utmoft indignation. To this we mull impute 
the fierce and implacable hatred to each other, 
which long inflamed both. Their national anti- 
pathies were excited, not only by the ufual cir- 
cumftances of frequent hoftilities, and reciprocal 
injuries; but the Englifh confidered the Scots as 
vaflals who had prefumed to rebel, and the Scots, 
in their turn, regarded the Englilh as ufurpers 
who aimed at enflaving their country. 

1306.] At the time when Robert Bruce began 
his reign in Scotland, the fame form of govern- 
ment was eftablifhed in all the kingdoms of 
Europe. This furprifing fimilarity in their con- 
ftitution and laws demonftrates that the nations 
which overturned the Roman empire, and erected 
thefe kingdoms, though divided into different 
tribes, and diftinguifhed by different names, 
were either derived originally from the fame 
fource, or had been placed in fimilar fitua- 

c Anderfon’s Hiftorkal Eflay concerning the Independ- 
ency, Src. 
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tions. When we take a view of the feudal fyftem 
of laws and policy, that llupendous and lingular 
fabric erefted by them, the firlt objebt that (trikes 
us is the king. And when we are told that he 
is the foie proprietor of all the lands within his 
dominions, that all his fubjedts derive their pof- 
feffions from him, and in return confecrate their 
lives to his fervice; when we hear that all marks 
of diltindtion, and titles of dignity, flow from him 
as the only fountain of honour ; when we behold 
the molt potent peers, on their bended knees, 
and with folded hands, fwearing fealty at his 
feet, and acknowledging him to be theirfovereign 
and their liege lord; we are apt to pronounce 
him a powerful, nay an abfolute monarch. No 
conclufion, however, would be more rafh, or 
worfe founded. The genius of the feudal govern- 
ment was purely ariftocratical. With all the en- 
figns of royalty, and with many appearances of 
deipotic power, a feudal king was the moll; li- 
mited of all princes. 

Before they fallied out of their own habitations 
to conquer the world, many of the northern na- 
tions feemed not to have been fubjedt to the go- 
vernment of kings'1; and even where monarchical 
government was eftablifhed, the prince pofleffed 
but little authority. A general rather than a 
king, his military command was extenfive, his 
civil jurifdidtion almoft nothing c. The army 
which he led was not compofed of foldiers, who 
could be compelled to ferve, but of fuch as 
voluntarily followed his ftandardf. Thefe con- 
quered not for their leader, but for themfelves { 

<i Cffif. lib, vi. c. 23. e Tacit, de Mvr. Germ, 
c. 7. n. f Csef. lib, vi. c, 43. 
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and being free in their own country, renounced 
not their liberty when they acquired new fettle- 
ments. They did not exterminate the ancient 
inhabitants of the countries which they fubdued, 
but feizing the greater part of their lands, they 
took their perfons under protection. The dif- 
ficulty of maintaining a new conqueft, as well as 
the danger of being attacked by new invaders, 
rendering it neceffary to be always in a pofture 
of defence, the form of go%'ernment which they 
eftablifhed was altogether military', and nearly 
refembled that to which they had been ac- 
cuftomed in their native country. Their general 
ftill continuing to be the head of the colony, 
part of the conquered lands were allotted to him ; 
the remainder, under the name of benejicia orJiefs, 
was divided among his principal officers. As the 
common fafety required that thefe officers ffiould, 
upon all occafions, be ready to appear in arms, for 
the common defence, and ffiould continue obedient 
to their general, they bound themfelves to take 
the field, when called, and to ferve him with a 
number of men in proportion to the extent of 
their territory. Thefe great officers again par- 
celled out their lands among their followers, and 
annexed the fame condition to the grant. A 
feudal kingdom was properly the encampment 
of a great army; military ideas predominated, 
military fubordination was eftabliihed, and the 
poffeffion of land was the pay which foldiers re- 
ceived for their perfonal fervice. In confequence 
of thefe notions, the poffeffion of land was granted 
during pleafure only, and kings were eleftive. 
In other words, an officer difagreeable to his 
general was deprived of his pay, and the perfou 

c 2 who 



B. I. 16 HISTORY or SCOTLAND. 
who was moft capable of conducing an army 
was chofen to command it. Such were the firft 
rudiments, or infancy of feudal govemment. 

But long before the beginning of the four- 
teenth century, the feudal fyllem had undergone 
many changes, of which the following were the 
moft confiderabie. Kings, formerly elective, were 
then hereditary; and fiefs, granted at firft during 
pleafure, defcended from father to fon, and were 
become perpetual. Thefe changes, not lefs ad- 
vantageous to the nobles than to the prince, made 
no alteration in the ariftocratical fpirit of the feu- 
dal conftitution. The king, who at a diftance 
feemed to be invefted with majefty and power, ap- 
pears, on a nearer view, to poflefs almoft none 
of thofe advantages which beftow on monarchs 
their grandeur and authority. His revenues were 
fcanty; he had not aftanding army; andthejurif- 
diftion he poflefled was circumfcribed within very 
narrow limits. 

At a time when pomp and fplendor were little 
known, even in the palaces of kings; when the 
officers of the crown received fcarcely any falary 
befides the fees and perquifites of their office; 
when embaffies to foreign courts were rare; 
when armies were compofed of foldiers who ferved 
without pay; it was not neceflary that a king 
fhould poffefs a great revenue; nor did the con- 
dition of Europe, in thofe ages, allow its princes 
to be opulent. Commerce made little progrefs 
in the kingdoms where the feudal government 
was eftablifhed. Inftitutions, which had no other 
object but to infpire a martial fpirit, to train 
men to be foldiers, and to make arms the only ho- 
nourable profeffion, naturally difcouraged the 

commer- 
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commercial arts. The revenues arifing from the 
taxes impofed on the different branches of com- 
merce, were by confequence inconfiderable; and 
the prince’s treafury received little fupply from 
a fource, which, among a trading people, flows 
with fuch abundance as is almoft inexhauftible. 
A fixed tax was not levied even on land; fuch a 
burthen would have appeared intolerable to men 
who received their eftates as the reward of their 
valour, and who confidered their fervice in the 
field as a full retribution for what they poflefled. 
The king’s demefnes, or the portion of land which 
he ftill retained in his own hands unalienated, 
furnifhed fubfiftence to his court, and defrayed 
the ordinary expence of governments. The only 
ftated taxes which the feudal law obliged vaf- 
fals to pay to the king, or to thofe of whom 
they held their lands, were three: one when his 
eldefl fon was made a knight; another when his 
eldeft daughter was married; and a third in or- 
der to ranfom him if he fhould happen to be 
taken prifoner. Befides thefe, the king received 
the feudal cafualties of the ward, marriage, &c. 
of his own vaffals. And, on fome extraordinary 
occafions, his fubjects granted him an aid, which 
they diftinguiihed by the name of a benevolence, 
in order to declare that he received it not in 
confequence of any right, but as a gift flow- 
ing from their good willh. All thefe added 
together, produced a revenue fo fcanty and pre- 
carious, as naturally incited a feudal monarch 
to aim at diminifhing the exorbitant power and 
wealth of the nobility, but inflead of enabling 

? Craig, de Feud. lib. i. Dieg. 14. Du Cange GlolT* 
voc. Dominicum. h Du Cange, voc. Auxilium. 
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him to carry on his fchemes with full effeft, 
kept him in continual indigence, anxiety, and de- 
pendence. 

Nor could the king fupply the defect of his 
revenues by the terror of his arms. Mercenary 
troops and handing armies were unknown as 
long as the feudal government fubfifted in vi- 
gour. Europe was peopled with foldiers. The 
vaffals of the king, and the fub-vaffals of the ba- 
rons, were all obliged to carry arms. While 
the poverty of princes prevented them from for- 
tifying their frontier towns, while a campaign 
continued but a few weeks, and while a fierce and 
impetuous courage was impatient to bring every 
quarrel to the decifion of a battle, an army, 
without pay, and with little difcipline, was fuffi- 
cient for all the purpofes both of the fecurity and 
of the glory of the nation. Such an army, how- 
ever, far from being an engine at the king’s dif- 
pofal, was often no lefs formidable to him, than 
to his enemies. The more warlike any people 
were, the more independent they became; and 
the fame perfons being both foldiers and fubje&s, 
civil privileges and immunities were the confe- 
quence of their victories, and the reward of their 
martial exploits. Conquerors, whom mercenary 
armies, under our prefent forms of government, 
often render the tyrants of their own people, as 
well as the fcourges of mankind, were commonly, 
under the feudal conftitution, the mqft indulgent 
of all princes to their fubjefts, becaufe they flood 
moft in need of their affiftance. A prince, whom 
even war and victories did not render the mafter 
of his own army, pofieffed hardly any fhadow of 
military power during times of peace. His dif- 

banded 
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banded foldiers mingled with his other fubjects; 
not a fingle man received pay from him; many 
ages elapfed even before a guard was appointed to 
defend his perfon; and dellitute of that great in- 
ftrument of dominion, a handing army, the autho- 
rity of the king continued always feeble, and was 
often contemptible. 

Nor were thefe the only circumftances which 
contributed towards deprefling the regal power. 
By the feudal fyftem, as has been already ob- 
ferved, the king’s judicial authority was extremely 
circumfcribed. At firft, princes feem to have 
been the fupreme judges of their people, and, in 
perfon, heard and determined all controverfies 
among them. The multiplicity of caufes foon 
made it neceffary to appoint judges, who, in the 
king’s name, decided matters that belonged to 
the royal jurifdiction. But the Barbarians, who 
over-ran Europe, having deftroyed moft of the 
great cities, and the countries which they feized 
being cantoned out among powerful chiefs, who 
were blindly followed by numerous dependants, 
whom, in return, they were bound to protect 
from every injury; the adminiftration of juftice 
was greatly interrupted, and the execution of 
any legal fentence became almoft impracticable. 
Theft, rapine, murder, and diforder of all kinds, 
prevailed in every kingdom of Europe, to a de- 
gree almoft incredible, and fcarcely compatible 
with the fubfiftence of civil fociety. Every of- 
fender flickered himfelf under the protection of 
fome powerful chieftain, who fcreened him from 
the purfuits of juftice. To apprehend, and to 
punifti a criminal, often required the union and 

effort 
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effort of half a kingdom'. In order to remedy 
thefe evils, many perfons of diilindlion were en- 
trufted with the adminiftration of juftice within 
their own territories. But what we may prefume 
was, at firil, only a temporary grant, or a perfonal 
privilege, the incroaching fpirit of the nobles gra- 
dually converted into a right, and rendered here- 
ditary. The lands of fome were, in procefs of 
time, eredled into baronies, thofe of others into 
regalities. The jurifdiction of the former was 
extenfive; that of the latter, as the name implies, 
royal, and almofl unbounded. All caufes, whe- 
ther civil or criminal, were tried by judges, whom 

’ A remarkable inftance of this occurs in the following 
hiltory, fo iate as the year one thoufand five hundred and 
fixty-one Mary, having appointed a court of juftice to be 
held on the borders, the inhabitants of no lefs than eleven 
counties were fummoned to guard the perfon who was to ail 
as judge, and to enable him to enforce his decifions. The 
words of a proclamation, which afford fuch a convincing proof 
of the feehlenefs of the feudal government, deferve our no- 
tice.—“ And becaufe it is neceft'ary for the execution of her 
Highnefs' commandments and fervice, that her juftice be 
well accompanied, and her authority fufficiently fortified, by 
the concuriencc of a good power of her faithful fubjeils— 
Therefo:e commands and charges all and fundry eails, lords, 
barons, freeholders, landed-men, and other gentlemen, 
dwelling within the faid counties, that they, and every one 
of them, with their kin, friends, fervants, and houftrold-men, 
well botin in feir of war in the moft fubftantious manner, 
[i. e. completely armed and provided,] and with twenty days 
vidluals to meet and to pafs forward with him to the borough 
of Jedburgh, and there to remain during the faid fpace of 
twenty days, and to receive fuch direftion and commands as 
ftall be given by him to them in our Sovereign Lady’s name, 
for quietnefs of the country ; and to put the fame in execution 
under the pain of lofing their life, lands, and goads.” Keith’s 
kfilt. of Scotland, 19S. 
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the lord of the regality appointed; and if the 
king’s courts called any perfon within his terri- 
tory before them, the lord of regality might put 
a ftop to their proceedings, and by the privilege 
of repledging, remove the caufe to his own court, 
and even punifh his vaffal, if he fubmitted to a 
foreign jurifdictionk. Thus almoft every quef- 
tion in which any perfon who redded on the 
lands of the nobles was interefted, being deter- 
mined by judges appointed by the nobles them- 
felves, their vaffals were hardly fenfible of being, 
in any degree, fubjett to the crown. A feudal 
kingdom was fplit into many fmall principalities, 
almoft independent, and held together by a feeble 
and commonly an imperceptible bond of union. 
The king was not only ftripped of the authority 
annexed to the perfon of a fupreme judge, but 
his revenue fuffered no fmall diminution, by the 
lofs of thofe pecuniary emoluments, which were, 
in that age, due to the perfon who adminiftered 
juftice. 

In the fame proportion that the king funk in 
power, the nohles rofe towards independence. 
Not fatisfied with having obtained a hereditary 
right to their fiefs, which they formerly held 
during pleafure, their ambition aimed at fome- 
thing bolder, and by introducing entails, endea- 
voured, as far as human ingenuity and invention 
can reach that end, to render their pofieffions 
unalienable and everlafting. As they had full 
power to add to the inheritance tranfmitted to 
them from their anceftors, but none to diminifti 
it, time alone, by means of marriages, legacies, 
and other accidents, brought continual acceflions 

Craig, lib. iii. Dicg. 7. 
of 
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of wealth, and of dignity; a great family, like a 
river, became confiderable from the length of its 
courle, and as it rolled on, new honours and new 
property flowed fuccefiively into it. Whatever 
influence is derived from titles of honour, the 
feudal barons likewife poffefled in an ample 
manner. Thefe marks of diltinction are, in their 
own nature, either official or perfonal, and being 
annexed to a particular charge, or beftowed by 
the admiration of mankind upon illuftrious cha- 
racters, ought to be appropriated to thefe. But 
the fon, however unworthy, could not bear to be 
ftripped of that appellation by which his fa- 
ther had been diltinguifhed. His prefumption 
claimed what his virtue did not merit; titles of 
honour became hereditary, and added new lultre 
to nobles already in pofleffion of too much power. 
Something more audacious and more extravagant 
flill remained. The fupreme dire&ion of all af- 
fairs, both civil and military, being committed 
to the great officers of the crown, the fame and 
fafety of princes, as well as of their people, de- 
pended upon the fidelity and abilities of thefe of- 
ficers. But fuch was the prepollerous ambition 
of the nobles, and fo fuccefsful even in their 
wildeft attempts to aggrandize themfelves, that in 
all the kingdoms where the feudal inftitutions 
prevailed, moll of the chief offices of Hate were 
annexed to great families, and held, like fiefs, by 
hereditary right. A perfon whofe undutiful be- 
haviour rendered him odious to his prince, or 
whofe incapacity expofed him to the contempt of 
tiie people, often held a place of power and trull 
ol the greateil importance to both. In Scotland, 
tiie offices of lord juttice general, great cham- 

berlain. 
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berlain, high fteward, high conftable, earl 
marfhal, and high admiral, were all hereditary; 
and in many' counties, the office of Iheriff was 
held in the fame manner. 

Nobles, whole property' was fo extenfive, and 
whofe power was fo great, could not fail of being 
turbulent and formidable. Nor did they' want 
inftruments for executing their boldeil defigns. 
That portion of their lands which they parcelled 
cut among their followers, fupplied them with a 
numerous band of faithful and determined vaf- 
fals; while that which they retained in their 
own hands, enabled them to live with a princely 
fplendor. The great hall of an ambitious baron 
was often more crowded than the court of his 
fovereign. The llrong caftles in which they re- 
fided afforded a fecure retreat to the difcontented 
and feditious. A great part of their revenue was 
fpent upon multitudes of indigent but bold re- 
tainers. And if at any time they left their re- 
treat to appear in the court of their fovereign, 
they were accompanied, even in times of peace, 
with a vail train of armed followers. The ufual 
retinue of William the fixth earl of Douglas 
conlllled of two thoufand horfe. Thofe of the 
other nobles were magnificent and formidable in 
proportion. Impatient of fubordination, and 
forgetting their proper rank, fuch potent and 
haughty' barons were the rivals, rather than the 
lubjefts of their prince. They often defpifed his 
orders, infulted his perfon, and wrefted from him 
his crown. The hiftory of Europe, during fe- 
veral ages, contains little elfe but the accounts of 
the wars and revolutions occafioned by their exor- 
bitant ambition. 

But, 
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But, if the authority of the barons far exceeded 

its proper bounds in the other nations of Europe, 
we may affirm that the balance which ought to 
be preferved between a king and his nobles was 
almoft entirely loft in Scotland. The Scottifh 
nobles enjoyed, in common with thofe of other 
nations, all the means for extending their authority 
which arife from the ariftocratical genius of the 
feudal government. Befides thefe, they poffefled 
advantages peculiar to themfelves: the accidental 
fources of their power were confiderable; and 
lingular circumftances concurred with the fpirit 
of the conftitution to aggrandize them. To enu- 
merate the moft remarkable of thefe, will ferve 
both to explain the political ftate of the kingdom, 
and to illuftrate many important occurrences in 
the period now under our review. 

I. The nature of their country was one caufe 
of the power and independence of the Scottilh 
nobility. Level and open countries are formed 
for fervitude. The authority of the fupreme 
magiftrate reaches with eafe to the moft diftant 
corners; and when nature has erected no barrier 
and affords no retreat, the guilty or obnoxious 
are foon detefted and punilhed. Mountains, and 
fens, and rivers, fet bounds to defpotic power, 
and amidft thefe is the natural feat of free- 
dom and independence. In fuch places did the 
Scottilh nobles ufually fix their refidence. By 
retiring to his own caftle, a mutinous baron 
could defy the power of his fovereign, it being 
almoft impracticable to lead an army, through 
a barren country, to places of difficult accefs 
to a Angle man. The fame caufes which check- 
ed the progrefs of the Roman arms, and ren- 

dered 
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dered all the efforts of Edward I. abortive, often 
prote&ed the Scottifh nobles from the ven- 
geance of their prince; and they owed their 
perfonal independence to thofe very mountains 
and marfhes which faved their country from being 
conquered. 

II. The want of great cities in Scotland con- 
tributed not a little to increafe the power of 
the nobility, and to weaken that of the prince. 
Wherever numbers of men affemble together, 
order muff be eftablilhed, and a regular form of 
government muff be inflituted, the authority of 
the magiftrate muff be recognized, and his deci- 
iions meet with prompt and full obedience. Laws 
and fubordination take rife in cities; and where 
there are few cities as in Poland, or none as 
in Tartary, there are few or no traces of a well- 
arranged police. But under the feudal govern- 
ments, commerce, the chief means of affembling 
mankind, was neglefted; the nobles, in order to 
llrengthen their influence over their vaffals, re- 
lided among them, and feldom appeared at court, 
where they found a fuperior, or dwelt in cities, 
where they met with equals. In Scotland, the 
fertile counties in the fouth lying open to the 
Englifh, no town fltuated there could rife to be 
great or populous amidft continual inroads and 
alarms: the refidence of our monarchs was not 
fixed to any particular place; many parts of the 
country were barren and uncultivated; and in 
confequence of thefe peculiar circumflances, add- 
ed to the general caufes flowing from the na- 
ture of the feudal inftitutions, the towns in Scot- 
land were few, and very inconfiderable. The 
vaffals of every baron occupied a diftinft por- 

yol. i. o tion 
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tion of the kingdom, and formed a feparate and 
nlmoit Independent fociety. Inftead of giving 
aid towards reducing to obedience their feditious 
chieftain, or any whom he took under his pro- 
tection, they were all in arms for his defence, 
and obftrufted the operations of juftice to the 
utmoft. The prince was obliged to connive at 
criminals whom he could not reach; the nobles, 
confcious of this advantage, were not afraid to of- 
fend; and the difficulty of punifliing almoft allured 
them of impunity. 

III. The diviiion of the country into clans had 
no (mail effeft in rendering the nobles confi- 
derabk'i The nations which over-ran Europe 
were originally divided into many fmall tribes; 
and when they came to parcel out the lands 
which they had conquered, it was natural for 
every chieftain to bellow a portion, in the firlt 
place, upon thofe of his own tribe or family. 
Thefe all held their lands of him; and as the 
fafety of each individual depended on the general 
union, thefe fmall focieties clung together, and 
were diilinguilhcd by fome common appellation, 
either patronymical or local, long before the in- 
troduction of furnames, or enfigns armorial. But 
when thefe became common, the defcendants and 
relations of every chieftain affumed the fame 
name and arms with him; other valfals were' 
proud to imitate their example, and by degrees 
they were communicated to all thofe who held of 
the fame fuperior. Thus clanlhips were formed; 
and in a generation or two, that confanguinity, 
which was, at firlt, in a great meafure, imaginary, 
was believed to be real. An artificial union was 
converted into a natural one; men willingly 

followed 
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followed a leader, whom they regarded both as 
the fuperior of their lands, and the chief of their 
blood, and ferved him not only with the fidelity 
of vafl'als, but with the affection of friends. In 
the other feudal kingdoms, we may obferve fuch 
unions as we have defcribed imperfectly formed; 
but in Scotland, whether they were the production 
of chance or the effeCt oi policy, or introduced 
by the Irifn colony above mentioned, and ftrength- 
ened by carefully preferving their genealogies 
both genuine and fabulous, clanfhips were uni- 
verfal. Such a confederacy might be overcome, 
it could not be broken; and no change of man- 
ners, or of government, has been able, in fome 
parts of the kingdom, to difiblve affbciations which 
are founded upon prejudices fo natural to the hu- 
man mind. How formidable were nobles at the 
head of followers, who, counting that caufe juff. 
and honourable which their chief approved, ruined 
into the field at his command, ever ready to facri- 
fice their lives in defence of his perfon or of his 
fame; againft fuch men a king contended with 
great difadvantage; and that cold fervice which 
money purchafes or authority extorts, was not an 
equal match for their ardour and zeal. 

IV. The fmallnefs of their number may be 
mentioned among the caufes of the grandeur of 
the Scottilh nobles. Our annals reach not back 
to the firll divifion of property in the kingdom; 
but as far as wre can trace the matter, the origi- 
nal poflefiions of the nobles feem to have been ex- 
tenfive. The ancient thanes were the equals and 
the rivals of their prince. Many of the earls and 
barons who fucceeded them, were mailers of 
territories no lefs ample. France and England, 

d 2 countries 
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countries wide and fertile, afforded fettlements to 
a numerous and powerful nobility. Scotland, a 
kingdom neither extenfive nor rich, could not 
contain many fuch overgrown proprietors. But 
the power of an ariftocracy always diminifhes in 
proportion to the increafe of its numbers; feeble 
if divided among a multitude, irrefiftible if cen- 
tered in a few. When nobles are numerous, their 
operations nearly refemble thofe of the people; 
they are roufed only by what they feel, not by 
what they apprehend; and fubmit to many arbi- 
trary and oppreflive afts, before they take arms 
againft their fovereign. A fmall body, on the 
contrary, is more fenfible, and more impatient; 
quick in difcerning, and prompt in repelling dan- 
ger; all its motions are as fudden as thofe of the 
other are flow. Hence proceeded the extreme 
jealoufy with which the Scottifli nobles obferved 
their monarchs, and the fiercenefs with which they 
oppofed their incroachments. Even the virtue of 
a prince did not render them lefs vigilant, or lefs 
eager to defend their rights; and Robert Bruce, 
notwithftanding the fplendor of his victories and 
the glory of his name, was upon the point of ex- 
periencing the vigour of their refiftance, no lefs 
than his unpopular defcendant James III. Befides 
this, the near alliance of the great families by fre- 
quent intermarriages, was the natural confequence 
of their fmall number; and as confanguinity was, 
in thofe ages, a powerful bond of union, all the 
kindred of a nobleman interefted themfelves in 
his quarrel, as a common caufe; and every con- 
teft: the king had, though with a Angle baron, 
foon drew upon him the arms of a whole con- 
federacy. 

V. Thofe 



B. I. HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 29 
V. Thofe natural connexions, both with their 

equals and with their inferiors, the Scottifh nobles 
ilrengthened by a device, which, if not peculiar 
to themfelves, was at leall more frequent among 
them, than in any other nation. Even in times 
of profound peace, they formed alfociations, which, 
when made with their equals, were called leagues 
of mutual defence; and when with their inferiors, 
bonds of manrent. By the former, the contracting 
parties bound themfelves mutually to affiit each 
other in all eaufes and againlt all perfons. By 
the latter, protedfion was ftipulated on the one 
hand, and fidelity and perfonal fervice promifed 
on the other1. Self-prefervation, it is probable, 
forced men at firil into thefe confederacies; and 
while diforder and rapine were univerfal, while 
government was unfettled, and the authority of 
laws little known or regarded, near neighbours 
found it neceifary to unite in this manner for their 
fecurity, and the weak were obliged to court the 
patronage of the itrong. By degrees, thefe ail'o- 
ciations became fo many alliances offenfive and 
defenfive againft the throne; and as their obliga- 
tion was held to be more facred than any tie what- 
ever, they gave much umbrage to our kings, and 
contributed not a little to the power and independ- 
ence of the nobility. In the reign of James II. 
William the eighth earl of Douglas entered into a 
league of this kind with the earls of Crawford, 
Rofs, Murray, Ormond, the lords Hamilton, Bal- 
veny, and other powerful barons; and fo formid- 
able was this combination to the king, that hq 
had recourfe to a meafure no lefs violent than un- 
juft, in order to diffolve it. 

* Aft 30, par!. 1424. Aft 43, Par!. 155s. 
d 3 VI. The 



JO HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. I. 
VI. The frequent wars between England and 

Scotland proved another caufe of augmenting the 
power of the nobility. Nature has placed no bar- 
rier between the two kingdoms; a river, almoft 
every where fordable, divides them towards the 
eaft: on the weft they are feparated by an imagi- 
nary line. The flender revenues of our kings pre- 
vented them from fortifying, or placing garrifons 
in the towns on the frontier; nor would the jea- 
loufy of their fubjefts have permitted fuch a me- 
thod of defence. The barons, whofe eftates lay 
near the borders, confidered themfelves as bound 
both in honour and in intereft to repel the enemy. 
The 'ivardenjh'ips of the different marches, offices of 
great power and dignity, were generally bellowed 
on them. This gained them the leading of the 
warlike counties in the fouth; and their vaffals, 
living in a ftate of perpetual hoftility, or enjoying 
at bell an infecure peace, became more inured to 
war than even the reft of their countrymen, and 
more willing to accompany their chieftain in his 
moft hardy and dangerous enterprifes. It was the 
valour, no lefs than the number of their followers, 
that rendered the Douglafes great. The nobles 
in the northern and midland counties were often 
dutiful and obfequious to the crown, but our 
monarchs always found it impracticable to fubdue 
the mutinous and ungovernable fpirit of the bor- 
derers. In all our domeftic quarrels, thofe who 
could draw to their fide the inhabitants of the 
fouthern counties were almoft fure of victory; 
and, confcious of this advantage, the lords who 
poffeffed authority there were apt to forget the 
duty which they owed their fovereign, and to 
afpire beyond the rank of fubjeCts. 

VII. The 
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VII. The calamities which befel our kings 

contributed more than any other caufe to diminilh 
the royal authority. Never was any race of mo- 
narchs fo unfortunate as the Scottifh. Of fix 
fucceffive princes, from Robert III. to James VI. 
not one died a natural death; and the minorities, 
during that time, were longer, and more fre- 
quent, than ever happened in any other king- 
dom. From Robert Bruce to James VI. we 
reckon ten princes; and feven of thefe were called 
to the throne while they were minors, and almoft 
infants. Even the moft regular and bell efta- 
blilhed governments feel fenfibly the pernicious 
effefts of a minority, and either become languid 
and inaclive, or are thrown into violent and unna- 
tural convulfions. But under the imperfect and 
ill-adjufted fyllem of government in Scotland, 
thefe effects were Hill more fatal; the fierce and 
mutinous fpirit of the nobles, unreftrained by the 
authority of a king, fcorned all fubjedlion to the 
delegated jurifdiction of a regent, or to the feeble 
commands of a minor. The royal authority was 
circumfcribed within narrower limits than ever; 
the prerogatives of the crown, naturally incon- 
fiderable, were reduced almoft to nothing; and 
the arillocratical power gradually rofe upon the 
ruins of the monarchical. Left the perfonal power 
of a regent ftiould enable him to aft with too 
much vigour, the authority annexed to that office 
was fometynes rendered inconfiderable by being 
divided; or, if a fingle regent was chofen, the 
greater nobles, and the heads of the more illuf- 
trious families, were feldom raifed to that dignity. 
It was often conferred upon men who poffeffed 
little influence, and excited no jealoufy. They, 

confcious 
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confcious of their own weaknefs, were obliged to 
overlook fome irregularities, and to permit others; 
and in order to fupport their authority, which was 
deftitute of real ftrength, they endeavoured to 
gain the moft powerful and active barons, by 
granting them polTeffions and immunities, which 
raifed them to {till greater power. When the 
king himfelf came to affume the reins of govern- 
ment, he found his revenue waited or alienated, 
the crown lands feized or given away, and the 
nobles fo accultomed to independence, that, after 
the Itruggles of a whole reign, he was feldom able 
to reduce them to the fame ftate in which they 
had been at the beginning of his minority, or 
to wrelt from them what they had ufurped during 
that time. If we take a view of what happened 
to each of our kings who was fo unfortunate 
as to be placed in this fituation, the truth and 
importance of this obfervation will fully appear. 

1329.] The minority of David II. the fon of 
Robert Bruce, was difturbed by the pretenfions 
of Edward Baliol, who, relying on the aid of 
England, and on the fupport of fome difaffetted 
barons among the Scots, invaded the kingdoms 
The fuccefs which at firll attended his arms 
obliged the young king to retire to France; 
and Baliol took poffeffion of the throne. A 
fmall body of the nobles, however, continuing 
faithful to their exiled prince, drove Baliol out 
of Scotland; and after an abfence of nine years, 
David returned from France, and took the govern^ 
inent of the kingdom into his own hands. But 
nobles who were thus wafting their blood and 
treafure in defence of the crown, had a right to 
the uudifturbed polldlion of their ancient privi- 
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leges; and even fome title to arrogate new ones. 
It feems to have been a maxim in that age, that 
every leader might claim as his own, the territory 
which his fword had won from the enemy. 
Great acquifitions were gained by the nobility in 
that way: and to thefe the gratitude and liberality 
of David added, by diftributing among fuch as 
adhered to him, the vaft poffefiions which fell to 
the crown by the forfeiture of his enemies. The 
family of Douglas, which began to rife above 
the other nobles in the reign of his father, 
augmented both its power and its property 
during his minority. 

1405.] James I. was feized by the Englifh 
during the continuance of a truce, and unge- 
neroufly detained a prifoner almoft nineteen years. 
During that period the kingdom was governed, 
firft by his uncle Robert duke of Albany, and 
then by Murdo the fon of Robert. Both thefe 
noblemen afpired to the crown; and their unna- 
tural ambition, if we may believe moil of our 
hiftorians, not only cut fhort the days of prince 
David, the king’s elder brother, but prolonged 
the captivity of James. They flattered them- 
felves that they might ftep with lefs oppofition 
into a throne, when almofl: vacant: and, dreading 
the king’s return as the extinction of their au- 
thority and the end of their hopes, they carried 
on the negociations for obtaining his liberty 
with extreme remiffnefs. At the fame time, 
they negle£ted nothing that could either footh 
or bribe the nobles to approve of their fcheme. 
They flackened the reins of government; they 
allowed the prerogative to be encroached upon; 
they fuffered the moft irregular acts of power, 

and 
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and even wanton inftances of oppreffion, to pafs 
with impunity; they dealt out the patrimony of 
the crown among thofe whofe enmity they 
dreaded or whofe favour they had gained; and 
reduced the royal authority to a Itate of im- 
becility, from which fucceeding monarchs la- 
boured in vain to raife it. 

1437.] During the minority of James II. the 
adminiftration of affairs as well as the cuftody of 
the king’s perfon were committed to fir Wil- 
liam Crichton and fir Alexander Livingfton. 
Jealoufy and difcord were the effects of their 
conjunft authority, and each of them, in order 
to ftrengthen himfelf, beftowed new power and 
privileges upon the great men whofe aid he 
courted. While the young earl of Douglas, 
encouraged by their divifions, erected a fort of 
independent principality within the kingdom; 
and forbidding his vaffals to acknowledge any 
authority but his own, he created knights, 
appointed a privy council, named officers civil 
and military, affirmed every enfign of royalty 
but the title of king, and appeared in public 
with a magnificence more than royal. 

1460.J Eight perfons were chofen to govern 
the kingdom during the minority of James III. 
Lord Boyd, however, by feizing the perfon of 
the young king, and by the afeendant which he 
acquired over him, foon engroffed the whole 
authority. He formed the ambitious project of 
raifing his family to the fame pitch of power and 
grandeur with thofe of the prime nobility; and 
he effected it. While intent on this, he relaxed 
the vigour of government, and the barons be- 
came accuflomed, once more, to anarchy and in- 

dependence. 
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dependence. The power which Boyd had been 
at fo much pains to acquire, was of no long con- 
tinuance, and the fall of his family, according to 
the fate of favourites, was fudden and deftruc- 
tive; but upon its ruins the family of Hamilton 
rofe, which foon attained the higheft rank in the 
kingdom. 

As the minority of James V. was longer, it was 
likewife more turbulent, than thofe of the pre- 
ceding kings. And the contending nobles, en- 
couraged or protected either by the king of 
France or of England, formed themfelves into 
more regular factions, and difregarded more 
than ever the reftraints of order and authority. 
The French had the advantage of feeing one 
devoted to their intereft: raifed to be regent. 
This was the duke of Albany, a native of 
France, and a grandfon of James II. But Alex- 
ander lord Home, the molt eminent of all the 
Scottifh peers who furvived the fatal battle of 
Flowden, thwarted all his meafures during the 
firft years of his adminiftration; and the intrigues 
of the queen-dowager, filler of Henry VIII. 
rendered the latter part of it no lefs feeble. 
Though fupported by French auxiliaries, the 
nobles defpifed his authority, and regardlefs 
either of his threats or his intreaties, peremp- 
torily refufed, two feveral times, to enter Eng- 
land, to the borders of which kingdom he had 
led them. Provoked by thefe repeated inllances 
of contempt, the regent abandoned his trouble- 
fome llation, and, retiring to France, preferred 
the tranquillity of a private life, to an office 
dellitute of real authority. Upon his retreat, 
Douglas earl of Angus became mailer of the 

king’s 
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king’s perfon, and governed the kingdom in his 
name. Many efforts were made to deprive him 
of his ufurped authority. But the numerous 
vaffals and friends of his family adhered to him, 
becaufe he divided with them the power and 
emoluments of his office; the people reverenced 
and loved the name of Douglas; he exercifed, 
without the title of regent, a fuller and more 
abfolute authority than any who had enjoyed 
that dignity; and the ancient, but dangerous, 
pre-eminence of the Douglafes feemed to be re- 
itored. 

To thefe, and to many other caufes, omitted 
or unobferved by us, did the Scottifh nobility 
owe that exorbitant and uncommon power, of 
which inllances occur fo frequently in our hif- 
tory. Nothing however demonftrates fo fully the 
extent of their power, as the length of its 
duration. Many years after the declenfion of 
the feudal fyftem in the other kingdoms of 
Europe, and when the arms or policy of princes 
had, ever)- where, fhaken, or laid it in ruins, 
the foundations of that ancient fabric remained, 
in a great meafure, firm and untouched in Scot- 
land. 

The powers which the feudal inftitutions veiled 
in the nobles, foon became intolerable to all the 
princes of Europe, who longed to poffefs fome- 
thing more than a nominal and precarious autho- 
rity. Their impatience to obtain this, precipi- 
tated Henry III. of England, Edward II. and 
fome other weak princes, into rafh and premature 
attempts againft the privileges of the barons, in 
which they were difappointed or perifhed. Princes, 
of greater abilities, were content to mitigate evils 

which 
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which they could not cure; they fought occu- 
pation for the turbulent fpirit of their nobles 
in frequent wars; and allowed their fiery cou- 
rage to evaporate in foreign expeditions, which, 
if they brought no other advantage, fecured at 
leaft domeftic tranquillity. But time and acci- 
dents ripened the feudal governments for de- 
ftruftion. Towards the end of the fifteenth, 
century, and beginning of the fixteenth,' all the 
princes of Europe attacked, as if by concert, 
the power of their nobles. Men of genius then, 
undertook with fuccefs, what their unlkilfui pre- 
decdfors had attempted in vain. Lewis XL of 
France, the moft profound and the moll adven- 
turous genius of that age, began, and in a fingle 
reign almoft completed the fcheme of their de- 
ftruftion. The fure but concealed policy of 
Henry VII. of England produced the fame ef- 
fect. The means, indeed, employed by thefe 
monarchs were very different. The blow which 
Lewis ftruck was fudden and fatal. The arti- 
fices of Henry refembled thofe flow poifons 
which wafte the conftitution, but become not 
mortal till fome diffant period. Nor did they 
produce confequences lefs oppofite. Lewis 
boldly added to the crown whatever he wrelled 
from the nobles. Henry undermined his barons, 
by encouraging them to fell their lands, which 
enriched the commons, and gave them a weight 
in the legiilature unknown to their predeceffors. 
But while thefe great revolutions were carrying 
on in two kingdoms with which Scotland was 
intimately connected, little alteration happened 
there ; our kings could neither extend their own 
prerogative, nor enable the commons to encroach 

vol. i. £ upon 
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upon the ariftocracy; the nobles not only re- 
tained moft of their ancient privileges and pof- 
fefiions, but continued to make new acquifitions. 

This was not owing to the inattention of our 
princes, or to their want of ambition. They 
were abundantly fenfible of the exorbitant power 
of the nobility, and extremely folicitous to hum- 
ble that order. They did not, however,, poffefs 
means fufficient for accomplifhing this end. The 
refources of our monarchs were few, and the 
progrefs which they made was of courfe inconfi- 
derable. But as the number of their followers, 
and the extent of their jurifdiction, were the two 
chief circumftances which rendered the nobles 
formidable ; in order to counterbalance the one, 
and to reftrain the other, all our kings had re- 
courfe to nearly the fame expedients. 

I; Among nobles of a fierce courage, and of 
unpolifhed manners, furrounded with vaflals bold 
and licentious, whom they were bound by in- 
tereft and honour to protect, the caufes of dif- 
cord were many and unavoidable. As the con- 
tending parties could feldom agree in acknow- 
ledging the authority of any common fuperior or 
judge, and their impatient fpirit would feldom 
wait the flow decifions of juflice, their quarrels 
were ufually terminated by the fword. Tire of- 
fended baron aflembled his vaflals, and wafted 
the lands, or {bed the blood, of his enemy. To 
forgive an injury was mean ; to forbear revenge, 
infamous or cowardly™. Hence quarrels were 

tranf- 
•n The fpirit of revenge was encouraged, not only by the 

manners, but, what is more remarkable, by the laws of thofe 
ages. If any perfon thought the profccution of an injury of- 
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tranfmitted from father to fon, and, under the 
name of deadly feuds, fubfifted for many genera- 
tions with unmitigated rancour. It was the in- 
tereft of the crown to foment rather than to ex- 
tinguifh thefe quarrels; and by fcattering or 
■cherifhing the feeds of difcord among the nobles, 
that union, which would have rendered the 
ariftocracy invincible, and which mull at once 
have annihilated the prerogative, was effeftually 
prevented. To the fame caufe, our kings were 
indebted for the fuccefs with which they fome- 
times attacked the mofl; powerful chieftains. 
They employed private revenge to aid the im- 
potence of public laws, and arming againft the 
perfon who had incurred their difpleafure, thofe 
rival families which wifhed his fall, they re- 
warded their fervice by lharing among them the 
fpoils of the vanquifhed. But this expedient, 
though it ferved to humble individuals, did not 
weaken the body of the nobility. Thofe who 

fered to his family, too troublefome, or too dangerous, the 
Salique laws permitted him publicly to defift from demand- 
ing vengeance; but the fame laws, in order to punilh his 
cowardice, and want of affeftion to his family, deprived him 
of the right of fucceflion. Henault’s Abrege Chronol. p. 81. 
Among the Anglo-Saxons, we find a lingular inftitution dif- 
tinguilhed by the name of fodal.tium ; a voluntary affociation, 
the objett whereof was the perfonal fecurity of thofe who 
joined in it, and which the feeblenefs of government at that 
time rendered necellary. Among other regulations, which 
are contained in one of ihefe dill extant, the following de- 
ferves notice: “ If any aflbeiate lhall either eat or drink 
with a perfon who has killed any member of the fodalitium, 
unlefs in the prefence of the king, the biihop, or the count, 
and unlefs he can prove that he did not know the perfon, let 
him pay a great fine.” Hicks Differt. Epiftolar. apud 
Thefaur. Ling. Septentr. vol. i. p. 21. 
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were now the inftruments of their prince’s 
vengeance, became, in a fhort time, the objects 
of his fear. Having acquired power and wealth 
by ferving the crown, they, in their turn, fet up 
for independence: and though there might be 
a fluftuation of power and of property ; though 
old families fell, and new ones rofe upon their 
ruins ; the rights of the ariftocracy remained en- 
tire, and its vigour unbroken. 

II. As the adminiftration of juftice is one of 
the moll powerful ties between a king and his 
fubjedls, all our monarchs were at the utmoft 
pains to circumfcribe the jurifdiclion of the 
barons, and to extend that of the crown. The 
external forms of fubordination, natural to the 
feudal fyftem, favoured this attempt. An ap- 
peal lay from the judges and courts of the 
barons to thofe of the king. The right, how- 
ever, of judging in the firft inltance belonged to 
the nobles, and they eaiily found means to de- 
feat the effect of appeals, as well as of many 
other feudal regulations. The royal jurifdiction 
was almoft confined within the narrow limits of 
the king’s demefnes, beyond which his judges 
claimed indeed much authority, but pofTeffed 
next to none. Our kings were fenfible of thefe 
limitations, and bore them with impatience. 
But it was impoffible to overturn in a moment 
what was fo deeply rooted; or to flrip the 
nobles at once of privileges which they had held 
fo long, and which were wrought almofl into 
the frame of the feudal conflitution. To ac- 
complifh this, however, was an objeft of uni- 
form and anxious attention to all our princes. 
James I. led the way here, as well as in other 

inflances, 
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inftances, towards a more regular and perfect 
police. He made choice, among the eftates of 
parliament, of a certain number of perfons, whom 
he diftinguilhed by the name of Lords of SeJJion, 
and appointed them to hold courts for deter- 
mining civil caufes three times in the year, and 
forty days at a time, in whatever place he pleafed 
to name. Their jurifdiftion extended to all 
matters which formerly came under the cogni- 
zance of the king’s council, and being a com- 
mittee of parliament, their decifions were final. 
James II. obtained a law, annexing all regalities, 
which Ihould be forfeited, to the crown, and de- 
claring the right of jurifdiction to be unalienable 
for the future. James III. impofed fevere pe- 
nalties upon thofe judges appointed by the 
barons, whofe decifions fiiould be found on a re- 
view to be unjuft ; and, by many other regula- 
tions, endeavoured to extend the authority of his 
own court n. James IV. on pretence of remedy- 
ing the inconveniences ariling from the Ihort 
terms of the court of Seflion, appointed other 
judges called Lords of Daily Council. The 
Sejfion was an ambulatory court, and met feldom : 
the Daily Council was fixed, and fat conftantly at 
Edinburgh ; and though not compofed of mem- 
bers of parliament, the fame powers which the 
Lords of Selfion enjoyed were veiled in it. At 
laft James V. ereeled a new court that Hill fub- 
fifts, and which he named the College of jfuflice, 
the judges or Senators of which were called Lords 
of Council and Seffion. This court not only exer- 
cifed the fame jurifdiftion which formerly be- 
longed to the Selfion and Daily Council, but 

» Aft *6 P. 1463, Aft 94 P. 1493. Aft 99 P. 1487. 
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new rights were added. Privileges of great im- 
portance were granted to its members, its forms 
were prefcribed, its terms fixed, and regularity, 
power, and fplendour conferred upon itThe 
perfons conftituted judges in all thefe different 
courts had, in many relpedts, the advantage of 
thofe who prefided in the courts of the barons; 
they were more eminent for their drill in law, 
their rules of proceeding were more uniform, and 
their decifions more confident. Such judicato- 
ries became the objedts of confidence, and of 
•veneration. Men willingly fubmitted their pro- 
perty to their determination, and their encroach- 
ments on the jurifdictions of the nobles were 
popular, and for that reafon fuccefsful. By de- 
vices of a fimilar nature, the jurifdiction of the 
nobles in criminal caufes was reflrained, and the 
authority of the court of JuJiicwry extended. 
The crown, in this particular, gaining infenfibly 
Upon the nobles, recovered more ample autho- 
rity ; and the king, whofe jurifdiction once re- 
fembled that of a baron rather than that of a 
fovereign P, came more and more to be confi- 

dered 
0 Keith, App. 74, &c. 
p The moft perfeft idea of the feudal fyftem of govern- 

ment rray be attained by attending to the ftate of Germany, 
and to the hiftory of France. In the former, the feudal in- 
iHtutions ftill fubfilt with great vigour; and though altoge- 
ther abolifhed in the latter, the public records have been fo 
carefully prefe^ved, that the French lawyers and antiquaries 
have been enabled, with more certainty and precifion than 
thofe of any other country in Europe, to trace its rife, its 
progrefs, and revolutions. In Germany, every principality 
pray be confidercd as a fief, and all its great princes as vaf- 
fals, holding of the emperor. They poflefs all the feudal pri- 
vileges ; their fiefs are perpetual $ their jurifdi&ions within 

their 
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dered as the head of the community, and the 
fupreme difpenfer of juftice to his people. Thefe 
acquifitions of our kings, however, though com- 
paratively great, were in reality inconliderable ; 
and, notwithftanding all their efforts, many of 
the feparate jurifdiftions poflefied by the- nobles 
remained in great vigour, and their final aboli- 
tion was referved to a diftant and more happy 
period. 
their own territories feparate and extenfive ; and the great 
offices of the empire are a'l hereditary, and annexed to parti, 
cular families. At the fame time the emperor retains many 
of the prerogatives of the feudal monarchs. Like them, his 
claims and fretenfions are innumerable, and his power Imall ; 
his jurifdidtion within his own demefnes or hereditary coun- 
tries is complete; beyond the bounds of thefe it is almolt 
nothing; and fo permanent am feudal pr nc'ples, that al- 
though the feudal fyftem be overturned in almoft every par- 
ticular (late in Germany, and although the greater part of its 
princes have become abfolute, the original feudal conftitu- 
tion of the empire ftill remains, and ideas peculiar to that 
form of government diredt all its operations, and determine 
the rights of all its princes. Our obfervat'mns, with regard 
to the limited jurifdidtion of kings under the feudal govern- 
ments, are greatly illuftrated by what happened in France. 
The feeblenefs and dotage of the defendants of Charle- 
maigne encouraged the peers to ufurp an independent jurif- 
didlion. Nothing remained in the hands of the crown ; all 
was feized by them. When Hugh Capet afcended the throne, 
A. D. rjSy, he kept pofleffion of his private patrimony the 
Conte of Paris; and all the jurifdidtion which the kings his 
fuccelfors exercifed for feme time, was within its territories. 
There were only four towns in France where he could efta- 
blilh Grands Bai/lis, or royal judges ; all the other lands, 
towns, and baillages belong-d to the nobles. The methods 
to which the French monarchs had recourfe for extending 
their jurildidlion, were exadtly frmilar to thofe employed by 
our princes. Henault’s Abrege, p. 617, &c. De FEfpiit 
des Loix, liv. 30. ch. 20, &c. 

But 
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But befides thefe methods of defending their 

prerogative and humbling the ariftocracy, which 
may be confidered as common to all our princes, 
we lhall find, by taking a review of their reigns, 
that almoft every one of our kings, from Robert 
Bruce to James V. had formed fome particular 
fyftem fordeprefiingthe authority of their nobles, 
which was the object both of their jealoufy and 
terror. This conduit of our monarchs, if we 
reft fatisfied with the accounts of their hiftorians, 
mull be confidered as flowing entirely from their 
refentment againft particular noblemen ; and all 
their attempts to humble them muft be viewed 
as the fallies of private pafiion, not as the confe- 
quences of any general plan of policy. But, 
though fome of their actions may be imputed to 
thofe paffions, though the different genius of the 
men, the temper of the times, and the ftate of 
the nation, neceffarily occafioned great variety in 
their fchemes; yet without being chargeable 
with exceffive refinement, we may affirm, that 
their end was uniformly the fame ; and that the 
projeft of reducing the power of the ariftocracy, 
fometimes avowed, and purfued with vigour ; 
fometimes concealed, or feemingly fufpended; 
was never altogether abandoned. 

No prince was ever more indebted to his 
nobles than Robert Bruce. Their valour con- 
quered the kingdom, and placed him on the 
throne. His gratitude and generofity beftowed 
on them the lands of the vanquiftied. Property 
has feldom undergone greater or more hidden 
revolutions, than thofe to which it was fubjeCt at 
that time in Scotland. Edward I. having for- 

feited 
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feitcd the eftates of moil of the ancient Scottifh 
barons, granted them to his Englifh fubjefts. 
Thefe were expelled by the Scots, and their 
lands feized by new mailers. Amidil fuch rapid 
changes, confufion was unavoidable ; and many 
pofleffed their lands by titles extremely defec- 
tive. During one of thofe truces between the 
"two nations, occafioned rather by their being 
weary of war than defirous of peace, Robert 
formed a fcheme for checking the growing 
power and wealth of the nobles. He fummoned 
them to appear, and to fhew by what rights they 
held their lands. They affembled accordingly, 
and the queftion being put, they darted up at 
once, and drew their fwords, “ By thefe, faid 
they, we acquired our lands, and with thefe 
we will defend them.” The king, intimidated 
by their boldnefs, prudently dropped the projeft. 
But fo deeply did they refent this attack upon 
their order, that, notwithllanding Robert’s po- 
pular and fplendid virtues, it occafioned a dan- 
gerous confpiracy againft his life. 

David his fon, at firft an exile in France, after- 
wards a prifoner in England, and involved in 
continual war with Edward III. had not leifure 
to attend to the internal police of his kingdom, 
or to think of retrenching the privileges of the 
nobility. 

Our hiftorians have been more careful to re- 
late the* military than the civil tranfaftions of 
the reign of Robert II. Skirmifhes and inroads 
of little confequence they defcribe minutely; 
but with regard to every thing that happened 
during feveral years of tranquillity, they are 
altogether fdent. 

The 
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The feeble adminiftratioti of Robert III. muft 

likewife be paffed over fligbtly. A prince of a 
mean genius, and of a frail and fickly conftitu- 
tion, was not a fit perfon to enter the lifts with 
a drive and martial barons, or to attempt wrefting 
from them any of their rights. 

The civil tranfadrions in Scotland are better 
known fince the beginning of the reign of 
James I. and a complete feries of our laws fup- 
plies the defedts of our hiftorlans. The Englifti 
made fome amends for their injuftice in detaining 
that prince a prifoner, by their generous care of 
his education. During his long refidence in 
England he had an opportunity of obferving the 
feudal fyftem in a more advanced ftate, and re- 
fined from many of the imperfedfions which ftill 
adhered to it in his own kingdom. He faw 
there nobles great, but not independent; a king 
powerful, though far from abfolute: he faw a 
regular adminiftration of government; wife laws 
enacted ; and a nation flourifliing and happy, 
becaufe all ranks of men were accuftomed to 
obey them. Full of thefe ideas, he returned 
into his native country, which prefented to him 
a very different feene. The royal authority, 
never great, was now contemptible, by having 
been fo long delegated to regents. The ancient 
patrimony and revenues of the crown were almoft 
totally alienated. During his long abfence the 
name of king was little known, and lefs re- 
garded. The licence of many years had ren- 
dered the nobles independent. Univerfal anarchy 
prevailed. The weak were expofed to the ra- 
pine and opprefiion of the ftrong. In every 
corner fome barbarous chieftain ruled at plea- 

fure, 
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fure, and neither feared the king, nor pitied the 
people 

James was too wife a prince to employ open 
force to correct fuch inveterate evils. Neither 
the men nor the times would have borne it. He 
applied the gentler and lefs offenfive remedy of 
laws and ftatutes. In a parliament held imme- 
diately after his return, he gained the confidence 
of his people by many wife laws, tending vifibly 
to re-eftablilh order, tranquillity, and juftice in 
the kingdom. But at the fame time that he 
endeavoured to fecure thefe bldfings to his fub- 
jefts, he difcovered his intention to recover thofe 
poffefiions of which the crown had been unjuftly 
bereaved ; and for that purpofe obtained an aft, 
by which he was impowered to fummon fuch as 
had obtained crown lands during the three laft 
reigns, to produce the rights by which they held 
themr. As this ftatute threatened the property 
of the nobles, another which paffed in a fubfe- 
quent parliament aimed a dreadful blow at their 
power. By it the leagues and combinations 
which we have already defcribed, and which 
rendered the nobles fo formidable to the crown, 
were declared unlawfuls. Encouraged by this 
fuccefs in the beginning of his enterprife, James’s 
next ftep was Hill bolder and more decifive. 

S A cotemporary monkifh writer defcribes thefe calami- 
t'es very feelingly in his rude Latin. In diebus illis, non 
e:at lex in Scotia, fed quilibet potentiorum juniorem op- 
preflit 5 et totum regnum fuit unum btrocinium ; homi- 
cidia, depraedationes, incendia, et caetera maleficia reman- 
ferunt impunita; et jurtitia relegata extra terminos regni 
exulavit. Chartular. Moray, apud Innes Efi'ay, vol. i. 
p. 272. 

1 Aft 9 P. 1414. s Aft 30 P. 1424. 
During 
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During the fitting of parliament, he feized at 
once his coulin Murdo duke of Albany, and his 
fons ; the earls of Douglas, Lennox, Angus, 
March, and above twenty other peers and barons 
of prime rank. To all of them, however, he 
was immediately reconciled, except to Albany 
and his fons, and Lennox. Thefe were tried 
by their peers, and condemned ; for what crime 
is now unknown. Their execution ftruck the 
whole order with terror, and their forfeiture 
added confiderable poffeffions to the crown. He 
feized likewife the earldoms of Buchan and 
Strathern upon different pretexts, and that of 
Mar fell to him by inheritance. The patience 
and inactivity of the nobles, while the king was 
proceeding fo rapidly towards aggrandizing the 
crown, are amazing. The only obttruction he 
met with was from a flight infurreftion headed 
by the duke of Albany’s youngeft fon, and that 
was eafily fupprefl'ed. The fplendour and pre- 
fence of a king, to which the great men had been 
long unaccultomed, infpired reverence: James 
was a prince of great abilities, and conduced his 
operations with much prudence. He was in 
friendfhip with England, and clofely allied with 
the French king: he was adored by the people, 
who enjoyed unufual fecurity and happinefs un- 
der his adminiftration : and all his acquilitions, 
however fatal to the body of the nobles, had 
been gained by attacks upon individuals; were 
obtained by decifions of law ; and being founded 
on circumihinces peculiar to the perfons who 
fuffered, might excite murmurs and apprehen- 
fions, but afforded no colourable pretext for a 
general rebellion. It was not fo with the next 

attempt 
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attempt which the king made. Encouraged by 
the facility with which he had hitherto advanced, 
he ventured upon a meafure that irritated the 
whole body of the nobility, and which the events 
fiiew, either to have been entered into with too 
much precipitancy, or to have been carried on 
with too much violence. The father of George 
Dunbar earl of March had taken arms againil 
Robert III. the king’s father; but that crime 
had been pardoned, and his lands reftored by Ro- 
bert duke of Albany. James, on pretext that the 
regent had exceeded his power, and that it was 
the prerogative of the king alone to pardon trea- 
fon, or to alienate lands annexed to the crown, 
obtained a fentence, declaring the pardon to be 
void, and depriving Dunbar of the earldom. 
Many of the great men held lands by no other 
right than what they derived from grants of the 
two dukes of Albany. Such a decifion, though 
they had reafon to expeft it in confequence of 
the ilatute which the king had obtained, occa- 
fioned a general alarm. Though Dunbar was, 
at prefent, the only fufferer, the precedent might 
be extended, and their titles to poffeflions, which 
they confidered as the rewards of their valour, 
might be fubjected to the review of courts of 
law, whofe forms of proceeding, and jurifdic- 
tion, were in a martial age little known, and ex- 
tremely odious. Terror and difcontent fpread 
fall upon this difcovery of the king’s intentions; 
the common danger called on the whole order to 
unite, and to make one bold Hand, before they 
were ftripped fucceffively of their acquifitions, 
and reduced to a ftate of poverty and inligni- 
ficance. The prevalence of thefc fentiments 

vol. 1. f among 



50 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 8. I.' 
among the nobles encouraged a few defperate 
men, the friends or followers of thofe who had 
been the chief fufferers under the king’s admi- 
niftration, to form a confpiracy againit his life. 
The firft uncertain intelligence of this was 
brought him while he lay in his camp before 
Roxburgh caftle. He durft not confide in 
nobles to whom he had given fo many caufes of 
difguft, but inftantly difmifled them and their 
vafl’als, and, retiring to a monaftery near Perth, 
was foon after murdered there in the moft cruel 
manner. All our hiftorians mention with afto- 
nifhment this circumftance of the king’s dilband- 
ing his army, at a time when it was fo neceffary 
for his prefervation. A king, fay they, fur- 
rounded with his barons, is fecure from fecret 
treafon, and may defy open rebellion. But thofe 
very barons were the perfons whom he chiefly 
dreaded; and it is evident from this review of 
his adminiftration, that he had greater reafon to 
apprehend danger, than to expect defence from 
their hands. It was the misfortune of James, 
that his maxims and manners were too refined 
for the age in which he lived. Happy had he 
reigned in a kingdom more civilized! his love 
of peace, of juftice, and of elegance, would have 
rendered his fchemes fuccefsful; and inftead of 
periihing becaufe he had attempted too much, a 
grateful people would have applauded and fe- 
conded his efforts to reform and to improve 
them. 

Crichton, the moft able man of thofe who had 
the direction of affairs during the minority of 
James II. had been the minifter of James I. and 
well acquainted with his refolution of humbling 

the 
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the nobility. He did not relinquilh the defign, 
and he endeavoured to infpire his pupil with the 
fame fentiments. But what James had attempted 
to effedt (lowly, and by legal means, his fon and 
Crichton purfued with the impetuofity natural to 
Scotfmen, and with the fiercenefs peculiar to that 
age. William the fixth earl of Douglas was the 
firft viftim to their barbarous policy. That 
young nobleman, (as we have already obferved,) 
contemning the authority of an infant prince, 
almoft openly renounced his allegiance, and 
afpired to independence. Crichton, too high- 
fpirited to bear fuch an infult, but too weak to 
curb or to bring to juftice fo powerful an of- 
fender, decoyed him by many promifes to an 
interview in the caftle of Edinburgh, and, not- 
withftanding thefe, murdered both him and his 
brother. Crichton, however, gained little by 
this a£t of treachery, which rendered him uni- 
verfally odious. William the eighth earl of 
Douglas was no lefs powerful, and no lefs 
formidable to the crown. By forming the 
league which we already mentioned with the earl 
of Crawford and other barons, he had united 
againft his fovereign almoft one half of his king- 
dom. But his credulity led him into the fame 
fnare which had been fatal to the former earl. 
Relying on the king’s promifes, who had now 
attained to the years of manhood, and having 
obtained a fafe-condudt under the great feal, he 
ventured to meet him in Stirling caftle. James 
urged him to diffolve that dangerous confederacy 
into which he had entered : the earl obftinately 
refufed. “ If you will not,” faid the enraged 
monarch, drawing his dagger, “ this (halland 

F 2 ftabbed 
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ftabbed him to the heart. An action fo un- 
worthy of a king filled the nation with aftonilh- 
ment and with horror. The earl’s vaffals ran to 
arms with the utmoft fury, and dragging the 
fafe-conduft, which the king had granted and 
violated, at a horfe’s tail, they marched towards 
Stirling, burnt the town, and threatened to 
befiege the caftle. An accommodation, how- 
ever, enfued ; on what terms is not known. But 
the king’s jealoufy, and the new earl’s power 
and refentment, prevented it from being of long 
continuance. Both took the field at the head of 
their armies, and met near Abercorn. That of 
the earl, compofed chiefly of borderers, was far 
fuperior to the king’s, both in number and in 
valour; and a Angle battle mull, in all proba- 
bility, have decided whether the houfe of Stuart 
or of Douglas was henceforth to poflefs the 
throne of Scotland. But while his troops im- 
patiently expedted the fignal to engage, the earl 
ordered them to retire to their camp; and fir 
James Hamilton of Cadyow, the perfon in whom 
he placed the greateft confidence, convinced of 
his want of genius to improve an opportunity, or 
of his want of courage to feize a crown, deferted 
him that very night. This example was followed 
by many ; and the earl, defpifed or forfaken by 
all, was foon driven out of the kingdom, and 
obliged to depend for his fubfiftence on the 
friendfhip of the king of England. The ruin of 
this great family, which had fo long rivalled and 
overawed the crown, and the terror with which 
fuch an example of unfuccefsful ambition filled 
the nobles, fecured the king, for fome time, 
from oppofition; and the royal authority re- 

mained 
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mained uncontrolled and almoft abfolute. James 
did not fuffer this favourable interval to pafs un- 
improved ; he procured the confent of parlia- 
ment to laws more advantageous to the preroga- 
tive, and more fubverfive of the privileges of the 
ariftocracy, than were ever obtained by any 
former or fubfequent monarch of Scotland. 

By one of thefe, not only all the vail poflef- 
fions of the earl of Douglas were annexed to the 
crown, but all prior and future alienations of 
crown lands were declared to be void, and the 
king was impowered to feize them at pleafure, 
without any procefs or form of law, and oblige 
the pofTelfors to refund whatever they had re- 
ceived from them*. A dreadful inftrument of 
oppreffion in the hands of a prince ! 

Another law prohibited the wardenfhip of the 
marches to be granted hereditarily; reflrained, in 
feveral inftances, the jurifdiction of that office ; 
and extended the authority of the king’s courts u. 

By a third, it was enacted, that no regalityt 

or exclulive right of adminiftering juftice within 
a man’s own lands, fhould be granted, in time to 
come, without the confent of parliament*; a con- 
dition which implied almoft an exprefs prohibi- 
tion. Thofe nobles who already poffeffed that 
great privilege, would naturally be felicitous to 
prevent it from becoming common, by being be- 
llowed on many. Thofe who had not them- 
felves attained it, would envy others the ac- 
quifition of fuch flattering diftinftion, and both 
would concur in rejedling the claims of new 
pretenders. 

£ Aft 41 P. T455. u ibiJ. Aft 42. 
x Ibid. Aft 43. 
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By a fourth aft, all new grants of hereditary 

offices were prohibited, and thofe obtained fince 
the death of the laft king were revoked f. 

Each of thefe ftatutes undermined fome of the 
great pillars on which the power of the ariflo- 
cracy relied. During the remainder of his reign, 
this prince purfued the plan which he had begun 
with the utmoft vigour; and had not a fudden 
death, occafioned by the fplinter of a cannon 
which burft near him at the fiege-of Roxburgh, 
prevented his progrefs, he wanted neither genius 
nor courage to perfeft it; and Scotland might, 
in all probability, have been the firft kingdom in 
Europe which would have feen the fubverlion of 
the feudal fyftem. 

James III. difcovered no lefs eagernefs than his 
father or grandfather to humble the nobility; but, 
far inferior to either of them in abilities and ad- 
drefs, he adopted a plan extremely impolitic, 
and his reign was difaftrous, as well as his end 
tragical. Under the feudal governments, the 
nobles were not only the king’s minillers, and 
poffeffed of all the great offices of power or of 
trull; they were likewife his companions and 
favourites, and hardly any but them approached 
his perfon, or were intitled to his regard. But 
James, who both feared and hated his nobles, 
kept them at an unufual diftance, and bellowed 
every mark of confidence and affeftion upon a 
few mean perfons, of profeffions fo difhonourable 
as ought to have rendered them unworthy of his 
prefence. Shut up with thefe in his callle of 
Stirling, he feldom appeared in public, and 
amufed himfelf in architefture, mufic, and other 

y Ad: 44. 
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arts, which were then little efteemed. The 
nobles beheld the power and favour of thefe 
minions with indignation. Even the fanguinary 
meafures of his father provoked them lefs than 
his negleft. Individuals alone fuffered by the 
former; by the latter, every man thought him- 
felf injured, becaufe all were contemned. Their 
difcontent was much heightened by the king’s 
recalling all rights to crown lands, hereditary 
offices, regalities, and every other conceffion 
which was detrimental to his prerogative, and 
which had been extorted during his minority. 
Combinations among themfelves, fccret intrigues 
with England, and all the ufual preparatives for 
civil war, were the effefts of their refentment. 
Alexander duke of Albany, and John earl of 
Mar, the king’s brothers, two young men of 
turbulent and ambitious fpirits, and incenfed 
againft James, who treated them with the fame 
coldnefs as he did the other great men, entered 
deeply into all their cabals. The king detefted 
their defigns before they were ripe for execution, 
and, feizing his two brothers, committed the 
duke of Albany to Edinburgh caftle. The earl 
of Mar, having remonftrated with too much bold- 
nefs againft the king’s conduft, was murdered, 
if we may believe our hiftorians, by his command. 
Albany, apprehenftve of the fame fate, made his 
efcape out of the caftle, and fled into France. 
Concern for the king’s honour, or indignation at 
his meafures, were perhaps the motives which 
firft induced him to join the malecontents. But 
James’s attachment to favourites rendering him 
every day more odious to the nobles, the profpect 
of the advantages which might be derived from 
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their general difaffettion, added to the refent- 
ment which he felt on account of his brother’s 
death, and his own injuries, foon infpired Al- 
bany with more ambitious and criminal thoughts. 
He concluded a treaty with Edward IV. of Eng- 
land, in which he affumed the name of Alexander 
king of Scots; and in return for the affiftance 
which was promifed him towards dethroning Ills 
brother, he bound himfelf, as foon as he was put 
in poffeffion of the kingdom, to fwear fealty and 
do homage to the Englifh monarch, to renounce 
the ancient alliance with France, to contract a 
new one with England, and to furrender fome of 
the ttrongeit caftles and molt valuable counties 
in Scotland2. That aid, which the duke fo 
bafely purchafed at the price of his own honour 
and the independence of his country, was punctu- 
ally granted him, and the duke of Glouceller 
with a powerful army conduced him towards 
Scotland. The danger of a foreign invafion 
obliged James to implore the affiftance of thofe 
nobles whom he had fo long treated with con- 
tempt. Some of them were in clofe confederacy 
with the duke of Albany, and approved of all 
his pretenfions. Others were impatient for any 
event which would reftore their order to its an- 
cient pre-eminence. They feemed, however, to 
enter with zeal into the meafures of their fove- 
reign for the defence of the kingdom againft its 
invaders2, and took the field at the head of a 
powerful army of their followers, but with a 
itronger difpofition to redrefs their own griev- 
ances, than to annoy the enemy; and with a 

2 Abercr. Mart. Atch. vol. ii. p. 443. 
3 Black ACts, fol. 65. 
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fixed refolution of punifhing thofe minions, 
whofe infolence they could no longer tolerate. 
This refolution they executed in the camp near 
Lauder, with a military difpatch and rigour. 
Having previoufly concerted their plan, the earls 
of Angus, Huntly, Lennox, followed by almoft 
all the barons of chief note in the army, forcibly 
entered the apartment of their fovereign, feized 
all his favourites except one Ramfay, whom they 
could not tear from the king, in vvhofe arms he 
took flicker, and, without any form of trial, 
hanged them inftantly over a bridge. Among 
the moft remarkable of thofe who had engrofled 
the king’s affection, were Cochran a mafon, 
Hommil a taylor, Leonard a fmith, Rogers a 
mufician, and Torfifan a fencing-mafter. So 
defpicable a retinue difcovers the capricioufnefs 
of James’s character, and accounts for the indig- 
nation of the nobles, when they beheld the favour 
due to them, bellowed on fuch unworthy objects. 

James had no reafon to confide in an army fo 
little under his command, and, difmiffing it, fhut 
himfelf up in the caftle of Edinburgh. After 
various intrigues, Albany’s lands and hononrs 
were at length revtored to him, and he feemed 
even to have regained his brother’s favour by 
fome important fervices. But their friendfliip 
was not of long duration. James abandoned 
himfelf once more to the guidance of favourites; 
and the fate of thofe who had fuffered at Lauder 
did not deter others from courting that danger- 
ous pre-eminence. Albany, on pretext that an 
attempt had been made to take away his life by 
poifbn, fled from court, and, retiring to his caftle 
at Dunbar, drew thither a greater number of 

barons 
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barons than attended on the king himfelf. At 
the fame time he renewed his former confederacy 
with Edward; the earl of Angus openly nego- 
tiated that infamous treaty ; other barons were 
ready to concur with it; and if the fudden 
death of Edward had not prevented Albany’s 
receiving any aid from England, the crown of 
Scotland would probably have been the reward 
of this unworthy combination with the enemies 
of his country. But, inllead of any hopes of 
reigning in Scotland, he found, upon the death, 
of Edward, that he could not relide there in 
fafety ; and flying firft to England, and then to 
France, he feems from that time to have taken 
no part in the affairs of his native country. 
Emboldened by his retreat, the king and his 
minifters multiplied the infults which they of- 
fered to the nobility. A Handing guard, a thing 
unknown under the feudal governments, and in- 
conliftent with the familiarity and confidence 
with which monarchs then lived amidft their 
nobles, was raifed for the king’s defence, and 
the command of it given to Ramfay, lately 
created earl of Bothwell, the fame perfon who 
had fo narrowly efcaped when his companions 
were put to death at Lauder. As if this pre- 
caution had not been fufficient, a proclamation 
was iflued, forbidding any perfon to appear in 
arms within the precincts of the courtb ; which, 
at a time when no man of rank left his own 
houfe without a numerous retinue of armed fol- 
lowers, was, in effect, debarring the nobles from 
all accefs to the king. James, at the fame time, 
became fonder of retirement than ever, and, 

b Ferrerius, 39S. 
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funk in indolence or fuperftition, or attentive 
only to amufements, devolved his whole autho- 
rity upon his favourites. So many injuries pro- 
voked the moil confiderable nobles to take arms, 
and having perfuaded or obliged the duke of 
Rothefay, the king’s eldeft Ton, a youth of 
fifteen, to fet himfelf at their head, they openly 
declared their intention of depriving James of a 
crown of which he had difcovered himfelf to be 
fo unworthy. Roufed by this danger, the king 
quitted his retirement, took the field, and en- 
countered them near Bannockburn ; but the va- 
lour of the borderers, of whom the army of the 
malecontents was chiefly compofed, foon put his 
troops to flight, and he himfelf was flain in the 
purfuit. Sufpicion, indolence, immoderate at- 
tachment to favourites, and all the vices of a 
feeble mind, are viiible in his whole conduct; 
but the character of a cruel and unrelenting 
tyrant feems to be unjuftly affixed to him by our 
hiftorians. His neglect of the nobles irritated, 
but did not weaken them; and their difcontent, 
the immoderate ambition of his two brothers, 
and their unnatural confederacies with England, 
were fuffieient to have difturbed a more vigorous 
adminiffration, and to have rendered a prince of 
fuperior talents unhappy. 

The indignation which many perfons of rank 
exprefled againil the conduft of the confpirators, 
together with the terror of the fentence of ex- 
communication which the Pope pronounced 
againft them, obliged them to ufe their viftory 
with great moderation and humanity. Being 
confcious how deteftable the crime of imbruing 
their hands in the blood of their fovereign ap- 
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peared, they endeavoured to regain the good 
opinion of their countrymen, and to atone for 
the treatment of the father, by their loyalty 
and duty towards the fon. They placed him 
inllantly on the throne, and the whole kingdom 
foon united in acknowledging his authority. 

James IV. was naturally generous and brave ; 
he felt, in an high degree, all the paffions which 
animate a young and noble mind. He loved 
magnificence, he delighted in war, and was eager 
to obtain fame. During his reign, the ancient 
and hereditary enmity between the king and 
nobles feems almoll entirely to have ceafed. He 
envied not their fplendor, becaufe it contributed 
to the ornament of his court; nor did he dread 
their power, which he coniidered as the fecurity 
of his kingdom, not as an object of terror to 
himfelf. This confidence on his part met with 
the proper return of duty and affedtion on theirs; 
and in his war with England, he experienced 
how much a king, beloved by his nobles, is able 
to perform. Though the ardour of his courage, 
and the fpirit of chivalry, rather than the pro- 
fpect of any national advantage, induced him to 
declare war againlt England, fuch was the zeal 
of his fubjedts for the king’s glory, that he was 
followed by as gallant an army as ever any of 
his anceftors had led upon Englifh ground. But 
though James himfelf formed no fcheme danger- 
ous or detrimental to the ariftocracy, his reign 
was diilinguiihed by an event extremely fatal to 
it; and one accidental blow humbled it more 
than all the premeditated attacks of preceding 
kings. In the rafli and unfortunate battle of 
Flowden, a brave nobility chofe rather to die 

than 
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than to defect their fovereign. Twelve earls, 
thirteen lords, five eldeft fons of noblemen, and 
an incredible number of barons, fell with the 
king c. The whole body of the nobles long and 
fenfibly felt this difafter; and if a prince of full 
age had then afcended the throne, their con- 
fiernation and feeblenefs would have afforded 
him advantages which no former monarch ever 
poffelfed. 

But James V. who fucceeded his father, was 
an infant of a year old; and though the office of 
regent was conferred upon his coufin the duke of 
Albany, a man of genius and enterprife, a native 
of France, and accuftomed to a government 
where the power of the king was already great; 
though he made many bold attempts to extend 
the royal authority; though he put to death 
lord Home, and banifhed the earl of Angus, 
the two noblemen of greateft influence in the 
kingdom, the ariftocracy loft no ground under 
his adminiftration. A ftranger to the manners, 
the laws, and the language of the people whom 
he was called to rule, he afted, on fome occa- 
fions, rather like a viceroy of the French king 
than the governor of Scotland ; but the nobles 
afferted their own privileges, and contended for 
the intereft of their country, with a boldnefs 
which convinced him of their independence, and 
of the impotence of his own authority. After 
feveral unfuccefsful ftruggles, he voluntarily re- 
tired to France ; and the king being then in his 
thirteenth year, the nobles agreed that he ffiould 
aflume the government, and that eight perfons 
fhould be appointed to attend him by turns, and 

c Aber. ii. 540, 
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to advife and affift him in the adminiftration of 
public affairs. The earl of Angus, who was one 
of that number, did not long remain fatisfied 
with fuch divided power. He gained fome of 
his colleagues, removed others, and intimidated 
the reft. When the term of his attendance ex- 
pired, he ftill retained authority, to which all 
were obliged to fubmit, becaufe none of them 
was in a condition to difpute it. The affecfion 
of the young king was the only thing wanting 
to fix and perpetuate his power. But an aftive 
and high-fpirited prince fubmitted, with great 
impatience, to the reftraint in which he was 
kept. It ill fuited his years or difpofition to be 
confined as a prifoner within his own palace; to 
be treated with no refpecl, and to be deprived 
of all power. He could not, on fome occafions, 
conceal his refentment and indignation. Angus 
forefaw that he had much to dread from thefe; 
and as he could not gain the king’s heart, he 
refolved to make fure of his perfon. James was 
continually furrounded by the earl’s fpies and 
confidents; many eyes watched all his motions, 
and obferved every ftep he took. But the king’s 
eagernefs to obtain liberty eluded all their vigi- 
lance. He efcaped from Falkland, and fled to 
the caftle of Stirling, the refidence of the queen 
his mother, and the only place of ftrength in the 
kingdom which was not in the hand of the 
Douglafes. The nobles, of whom fome were 
influenced by their hatred to Angus, and others 
by their refpeft for the king, crowded to Stir- 
ling, and his court was foon filled with perfons 
of the greateft diftinclion. The earl, though 
aftonifhed at this unexpected revolution, refolved 

at 
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at firft to make one bold pufh for recovering his 
authority, by marching to Stirling at the head of 
his followers ; but he wanted either courage or 
ftrength to execute this refolution. In a parlia- 
ment held foon after, he and his adherents were 
attainted, and after efcaping from many dangers, 
and enduring much mifery, he was at length ob- 
liged to fly into England for refuge. 

James had now not only the name, but, 
though extremely young, the full authority of a 
king. He was inferior to no prince of that age 
in gracefulnefs of perfon, or in vigour of mind. 
His underftanding was good, and his heart 
warm; the former capable of great improve- 
ment, and the latter fufceptible of the beft im- 
preflions. But, according to the ufual fate of 
princes who are called to the throne in their in- 
fancy, his education had been neglefted. His 
private preceptors were more ready to flatter 
than to inftruft him. It was the intereft of thofe 
who governed the kingdom to prevent him from 
knowing too much. The earl of Angus, in order 
to divert him from bufinefs, gave him an early 
tafte for fuch pleafures as afterwards occupied 
and engrofled him more than became a king. 
Accordingly, we difeover in James all the fea- 
tures of a great but uncultivated fpirit. On 
the one hand, violent pafllons, implacable re- 
fentment, an immoderate defire of power, and 
the utmoft rage at difappointment. On the 
other, love to his people, zeal for the punifli- 
ment of private oppreflbrs, confidence in his fa- 
vourites, and the moft engaging opennefs and 
affability of behaviour. 

C 2 What 
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What he himfelf had fuffered from the exorbi- 

tant power of the nobles, led him early to imitate 
his predeceffors in their attempts to humble them. 
The plan he formed for that purpofe was more 
profound, more fyftematic, and purfued with 
greater conltancy and fteadinefs, than that of 
any of his anceftors ; and the influence of the 
events in his reign upon thofe of the fubfequent 
period render it neceffary to explain his condudt 
at greater length, and to enter into a more mi- 
nute detail of his actions. He had penetration 
enough to difcover thofe defeats in the fchemes 
adopted by former kings which occafioned their 
mifcarriage. The example of James I. had 
taught him, that wife laws operate flowly on a 
rude people, and that the fierce fpirit of the 
feudal nobles was not to be fubdued by thefe 
alone. The effects of the violent meafures of 
James II. convinced him, that the oppreffion of 
one great family is apt either to excite the fufpi- 
cion and refentment of the other nobles, or to 
enrich with its fpoils fome new family, which 
would fpon adopt the fame fentiments, and be- 
come equally formidable to the crown. He 
faw, from the fatal end of James III. that neg- 
Jedt was ftill more intolerable to the nobles than 
oppreffion, and that the miniftry of new men 
and favourites was both di(honourable and dan- 
gerous to a prince. At the fame time, he felt 
that the authority of the crown was not fuffi- 
cient to counterbalance the power of the ariflo- 
cracy, and that without fome new acceffion of 
strength, he could expeCl no better fuccefs in 
the itruggle than his anceflors. In this extre- 
mity he applied himfelf to the clergy, hoping 

that 
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that they would both relifh his plan, and concur, 
with all their influence, in enabling him to put 
it in execution. Under the feudal government 
the church, being reckoned a third eftate, had 
its reprefentatives in parliament; the number of 
thefe was confiderable, and they poflefled great 
influence in that aflembly. The fuperftition of 
former kings, and the zeal of many ages of ig- 
norance, had bellowed on ecclefiaftics a great 
proportion of the national wealth ; and the au- 
thority which they acquired by the reverence of 
the people, was fuperior even to that which they 
derived from their riches. This powerful body, 
however, depended entirely on the crown. The 
popes, notwithlfanding their attention to extend 
their ufurpations, had neglefted Scotland as a 
diftant and poor kingdom, and permitted its 
kings to exercife powers which they difputed 
with more confiderable princes. The Scottilh 
monarchs had the foie right of nomination to 
vacant bilhoprics and abbeys'1; and James na- 
turally concluded, that men who expefted pre- 
ferment from his favour, would be willing to 
merit it by promoting his defigns. Happily for 
him, the nobles had not yet recovered the blow 
which fell on their order at Flowden ; and if we 
may judge either from their conduct, or from 
the character given of them by fir Ralph Sadler, 
the Englilh envoy in Scotland, they were men 
of little genius, of no experience in bufinefs, and 
incapable of afting either with unanimity or with 
vigour. Many of the clergy, on the other hand, 
were diftinguifhed by their great abilities, and no 
lefs by their ambition. Various caufes of difgult 

* Epift. Reg. Scot. i. 197, &c. Adi 125 P. 154°- 
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fubfilled between them and the martial nobles, 
who were apt to view the pacific character of 
ecclefiaftics with fome degree of contempt, and 
who envied their power and wealth. By afting 
in concert with the king, they not only would 
gratify him, but avenge themfelves, and hoped 
to aggrandize their own order, by depreffing 
thofe who were their foie rivals. Secure of io 
powerful a concurrence, James ventured to pro- 
ceed with greater boldnefs. In the firll heat of 
refentment, he had driven the earl of Angus out 
of the kingdom ; and, fenlible that a perfon fo 
far fuperior to the other nobles in abilities might 
create many obftacles which would retard or ren- 
der ineffedtual all its fchemes, he folemnly fvvore, 
that he would never permit him to return into 
Scotland; and, notwithftanding the repeated feli- 
citations of the king of England, he adhered to 
his vow with unrelenting obltinacy. He then 
proceeded to repair the fortifications of Edin- 
burgh, Stirling, and other caftles, and to fill his 
magazines with arms and ammunition. Having 
taken thefe precautions by way 'of defence, he 
began to treat the nobility with the utmoft cold- 
nefs and referve. Thofe offices, which they 
were apt from long poffeffion to confider as ap- 
propriated to their ordrr, were now bellowed on 
eccleiialtics, who alone poffeffed the king’s ear, 
and, together with a few gentlemen of inferior 
rank, to whom he had communicated his fchemes, 
were intrufted with the management of all public 
affairs. Thefe minillers were chofen with judg- 
ment ; and cardinal Beatoun, who foon became 
the moll eminent among them, was a man of 
fuperior genius. They ferved the king with 
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fidelity, they carried on his meafures with vigour, 
with reputation, and with fuccefs. James no 
longer concealed his diltruft of the nobles, and 
fuffered no opportunity of mortifying them to 
efcape. Slight offences were aggravated into 
real crimes, and puniihed with feverity. Every 
accufation againft perfons of rank was heard with 
pleafure, every appearance of guilt was examined 
with rigour, and every trial proved fatal to thofe 
who were accufed: the banifhing Hepburn earl 
of Both well for reafons extremely frivolous, be- 
heading the eldeil fon of lord Forbes without 
fufficient evidence of his guilt, and the condemn- 
ing lady Glamis, a fifter of the earl of Angus, 
to be burnt for the crime of witchcraft, of which 
even that credulous age believed her innocent, 
are monuments both of the king’s hatred of the 
nobility, of the feverity of his government, and 
of the llretches he made towards abfolute power. 
By thefe acts of authority, he tried the fpirit of 
the nobles, and how much they were willing to 
bear. Their patience increafed his contempt for 
them, and added to the ardour and boldnefs 
with which he purfued his plan. Meanwhile 
they obferved the tendency of his fchemes with 
concern, and with refentment; but the king’s 
fagacity, the vigilance of his minifters, and the 
want of a proper leader, made it dangerous to 
concert any meafures for their defence, and im- 
polfible to aft with becoming vigour. James and 
his counfellors, by a falfe ftep which they took, 
prefented to them, at length, an advantage which 
they did not fail to improve, 

Motives, which are well known, had prompted 
Henry VIII. to diiclaim the pope’s authority, 

and 



C8 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. I. 
and to felze the revenues of the regular clergy. 
His fyftem of reformation fatisfied none of his 
fubjects. Some were enraged becaufe he had 
proceeded fo far, others murmured becaufe he 
proceeded no farther. By his imperious temper, 
and alternate perfecutions of the zealots for 
popery, and the converts to the proteftant opi- 
nions, he was equally formidable to both. Henry 
was afraid that this general dilfatisfadtion of his 
people might encourage his enemies on the con- 
tinent to invade his kingdom. He knew that 
both the pope and the emperor courted the 
friendfhip of the king of Scots, and endeavoured 
to engage him in an alliance againft England. 
He refolved, therefore, to difappoint the effefts 
of their negociations, by entering into a clofer 
union with his nephew. In order to accomplifh 
this, he tranfmitted to James an elaborate me- 
morial, prefenting the numerous encroachments 
of the fee of Rome upon the rights of fove- 
reignse ; and that he might induce him more 
certainly to adopt the fame meafures for abolifh- 
ing papal ufurpation, which had proved fo effi- 
cacious in England, he fent ambaffadors into 
Scotland to propofe a perfonal interview with 
him at York. It was plainly James’s intereft to 
accept this invitation ; the affiftance of fo power- 
ful an ally, the high honours which were pro- 
mifed him, and the liberal fubfidies he might 
have obtained, would have added no little dig- 
nity to his domeftic government, and muft have 
greatly facilitated the execution of his favourite 
plan. On the other hand, a war with England, 
which he had reafon to apprehend if he rejected 
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Henry’s offers of friendfhip, was inconfiflent 
with all his views. This would bring him to 
depend on his barons; an army could not be 
raifed without their afiiftance : to call nobles in* 
cenfed againfl their prince into the field, was to 
unite his enemies, to make them fenfible of their 
own ftrength, and to afford them an opportunity 
of revenging their wrongs. James, who was not 
ignorant that all thefe confequences might fol- 
low a breach with England, liflened at firft to 
Henry’s propofal, and confented to the interview 
at York. But the clergy dreaded an union, 
which muff have been eftablifhed on the ruins of 
the church. Henry had taken great pains to 
infufe into his nephew his own fentiments con- 
cerning religion, and had frequently folicited 
him by ambaffadors to renounce the ufuqoed do- 
minion of the pope, which was no lefs difhonour- 
able to princes than grievous to their fubjefts. 
The clergy had hitherto, with great addrefs, di- 
verted the king from regarding thefe felicita- 
tions. But, in an amicable conference, Henry 
expefted, and they feared, that James would 
yield to his intreaties, or be convinced by his 
arguments. They knew that the revenues of the 
church were an alluring object to a prince who 
wanted money, and who loved it; that the pride 
and ambition of ecclefiaftics raifed the indigna- 
tion of the nobles ; that their indecent lives gave 
offence to the people ; that the proteflant opi- 
nions were fpreading faff throughout the nation; 
and that an univerfal defection from the efta- 
blifhed church would be the confequence of giv- 
ing the fmalleft degree of encouragement to 
thefe principles. For thefe reafons, they em- 
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ployed all their credit with the king, and had 
recourfe to every artifice and infinuation, in order 
to divert him from a journey, which muft have 
been fo fatal to their intereft. They endeavoured 
to infpire him with fear, by magnifying the 
clanger to which he would expofe his perfon, by 
venturing fo far into England, without any fecu- 
rity but the word of a prince, who, having vio- 
lated every thing venerable and facred in reli- 
gion, was no longer to be trufted ; and by way 
of compenfation for the fums which he might 
have received from Henry, they offered an an- 
nual donative of fifty thoufand crowns ; they 
promifed to contribute liberally towards carrying 
on a war with England, and flattered him with 
the profpeft of immenfe riches, arifing from the 
forfeiture of perfons who were to be tried and 
condemned as heretics. Influenced by thefe con- 
fiderations, James broke his agreement with 
Henry, who, in expeftation of meeting him, had 
already come to York; and that haughty and 
Impatient monarch refented the affront, by de- 
claring war againil Scotland. His army was 
foon ready to invade the kingdom. James was 
obliged to have recourfe to the nobles for the 
defence of his dominions. At his command 
they affembled their followers; but with the 
fame difpofitions which had animated their an- 
ceilors in the reign of James III. and with a full 
refolution of imitating their example, by punifh- 
ing thofe to whom they imputed the grievances 
of which they had reafon to complain; and if 
the king’s miniffers had not been men of abili- 
ties fuperior to thofe of James III. and of con- 
fiderable intereft even with their enemies, who 

could 
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could not agree among themfelves what vicftims 
to facrifice, the camp of Fala would have been 
as remarkable as that of Lauder, for the daring 
encroachments of the nobility on the prerogative 
of the prince. But though his minifters were 
faved by this accident, the nobles had foon an- 
other opportunity of difcovering to the king 
their diffatisfattion with his government, and 
their contempt of his authority. Scarcity of 
provifions, and the rigour of the feafon, having 
obliged the Englifh army, which had invaded 
Scotland, to retire, James imagined that he 
could attack them with great advantage in their 
retreat; but the principal barons, with an oblti- 
nacy and difdain which greatly aggravated their 
difobedience, refufed to advance a ftep beyond 
the limits of their own country. Provoked by 
this infult to himfelf, and fufpicious of a new 
confpiracy againft his minifters, the king in- 
ftantly difbanded an army which paid fo little 
regard to his orders, and returned abruptly into 
the heart of the kingdom. 

An ambitious and high-fpirited prince could 
not brook fuch a mortifying affront. His hopes 
of fuccefs had been rafh, and his defpair upon a 
difappointment was excefllve. He felt himfelf 
engaged in an unneceffary war with England, 
which, inftead of yielding him the laurels and 
triumphs that he expected, had begun with fuch 
circumftances as encouraged the infolence of his 
fubjefts, and expofed him to the fcom of his 
enemies. He faw how vain and ineffectual all 
his projefts to humble the nobles had been, and 
that, though in times of peace a prince may en- 
deavour to deprefs them, they will rife during 

I war 
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war to their former importance and dignity. 
Impatience, refentment, indignation, filled his 
bofom by turns. The violence of thefe paffions 
altered his temper, and, perhaps, impaired his 
reafori. He became penfive, fullen, and retired. 
He feemed through the day to be fwallowed up 
in profound meditation, and through the night 
he was difturbed with thofe vifionary terrors 
which make impreffion upon a weak underlland- 
ing only, or a difordefed fancy. In order to 
revive the king’s fpirits, an inroad on the weftern 
borders was concerted by his minifters, who pre- 
vailed upon the barons in the neighbouring pro- 
vinces to raife as many troops as were thought 
neceffary, and to enter the enemy’s country. 
But nothing could remove the king’s averfion to 
his nobility, or diminilh his jealoufy of their 
power. He would not even intrufl them with 
the command of the forces which they had af- 
fembled; that was referved for Oliver Sinclair 
his favourite, who no fooner appeared to take 
poffeffion of the dignity conferred upon him, 
than rage and indignation occaiioned an univerfal 
mutiny in the army. Five hundred Englilh, 
who happened to be drawn up in fight, attacked 
the Scots in this diforder. Hatred to the king, 
and contempt of their general, produced an ef- 
feft to which there is no parallel in hiftory. 
They overcame the fear of death, and the love 
of liberty; and ten thoufand men fled, before a 
number fo far inferior, without linking a fingle 
blow. No man was defirous of a victory, which 
would have been acceptable to the king and to 
his favourite; few endeavoured to fave themfelves 
by flight; the Englilh had the choice of what 

3 prifoners 
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prifoners they pleafed to take; and almoft every 
perfon of diftindlion, who was engaged in the 
expedition, remained in their handsf. This afto- 
nifliing event was a new proof to the king of the 
general difaffeclion of the nobility, and a new 
difcovery of his own weaknefs and want of au- 
thority. Incapable of bearing thefe repeated 
infults, he found himfelf unable to revenge them. 
The deepeft melancholy and defpair fucceeded to 
the furious tranfports of rage, which the firft ac- 
count of the rout of his army occafioned. All 
the violent paffions, which are the enemies of 
life, preyed upon his mind, and wafted and con- 
fumed a youthful and vigorous conftitution. 
Some authors of that age impute his untimely 
death to poifon ; but the difeafes of the mind, 
when they rife to an height, are often mortal; 
and the known effects of difappointment, anger, 
and refentment, upon a fanguine and impetuous 
temper, fufficiently account for his unhappy 
fate. “ His death (fays Drummond^ proveth 
his mind to have been raifed to an high ftrain, 
and above mediocrity; he could die, but could 
not digeft a difafter.” Had James furvived this 
misfortune, one of two things muft have hap- 
pened : either the violence of his temper would 
have engaged him openly to attack the nobles, 
who would have found in Henry a willing and 
powerful proteftor, and have derived the fame 
affiftance from him which the malecontents, in. 

f According to an account of this event in the Hamilton 
MSS. about thirty were killed, abose a thoufand were taken 
prifoners, and among them a hundred and fixty perfons of 
condition. Vol. ii. 2S6. The fmall number of the Englifli 
prevented their taking more prifoners, 

VOL. I. H the 
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the fucceeding reign, did from his daughter 
Elizabeth ; in that cafe, a dangerous civil war 
mult have been the certain confequence. Or, 
perhaps, neceffity might have obliged him to 
accept of Henry’s offers, and be reconciled to 
his nobility. In that event the church would 
have fallen a facrifice to their union ; a reforma- 
tion, upon Henry’s plan, would have been efta- 
blifhed by law ; a great part of the temporalties 
of the church would have been feized; and the 
filendfliip of the king and barons would have 
been cemented by dividing its fpoils. 

Such were the efforts of our kings towards 
reducing the exorbitant power of the nobles. If 
they were not attended with fuccefs, we mull 
not, for that reafon, conclude that they were 
not conduced with prudence. Every circum- 
llance feems to have combined againfl the crown. 
Accidental events concurred with political caufes 
in rendering the befl-concerted meafures abor- 
tive. The affaffination of one king, the fudden 
death of another, and the fatal defpair of a third, 
contributed no lefs than its own natural flren gth 
to preferve the ariflocracy from ruin. 

Amidfl thefe flruggles, the influence which 
our kings pofiefled in their parliaments is a cir- 
cumflance feemingly inexplicable, and which 
merits particular attention. As thefe affemblies 
were compofed chiefly of the nobles, they, we 
are apt to imagine, mull have dictated all their 
d'ecifions ; but, inflead of this, every king found 
them obfequious to his will, and obtained fuch 
laws as he deemed neceflary for extending his 
authority. All things were eondufted there with 
difpatch and unanimity; and, in none of our 

hifto- 
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hiftonans, do we find an inftance of any oppofi- 
tion formed againft the court in parliament, or 
mention of any difficulty in carrying through the 
meafures which were agreeable to the king. In 
order to account for this fingular fail, it is ne- 
ceffary to inquire into the origin and conftitution 
of parliament. 

The genius of the feudal government, uniform 
in all its operations, produced the fame effects in 
fmall as in great focieties; and the territory of a 
baron was, in miniature, the model of a king- 
dom. He poffelfed the right of jurifdiftion, but 
thofc who depended on him being free men, and 
not Haves, could be tried by their peers only ; 
and, therefore, his vaffals were bound to attend 
bis courts, and to affill both in paffing and exe- 
cuting his fentences. When aflembled on thefe 
occafions, they eftablifhed, by mutual confent, 
fuch regulations as tended to the welfare of their 
fmall fociety; and often granted, voluntarily, 
fuch fupplies to their fuperior, as his neceffities 
required. Change now a fingle name ; in place 
of baron, fubftitute king, and we behold a par- 
liament in its firfl rudiments, and obferve the 
firft exertions of thofe powers, which its mem- 
bers now poffefs as judges, as legiflators, and as 
difpenfers of the public revenues. Suitable to 
this idea are the appellations of the Klng’s Court S, 
and of the King's ' Great Council, by which par- 
liaments were anciently diflinguifhed; and fuit- 
able to this, likewife, were the conflituent mem- 
bers of which it was compofed. In all the feudal 
kingdoms, fuch as held of the king in chief were 
bound, by the condition of their tenure, to at- 

S Du Canje, voc. Curia. 
H 2 tend 
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tend and to afllft in his courts. Nor was this 
efteemed a privilege, but a ferviceh. It was 
exacted likewife of biihops, abbots, and the 
greater ecclefiaftics, who, holding vail poffefiions 
of the crown, were deemed fubjedl to the fame 
burden. Parliaments did not continue long in 
this Hate. Cities gradually acquired wealth, a 
confiderable fhare of the public taxes were levied 
on them, the inhabitants grew into eftimation, 
and, being enfranchifed by the fovereign, a place 
in parliament was the confequence of their li- 
berty, and of their importance. But as it would 
have been abfurd to confer fuch a privilege, or 
to impofe fuch a burden on a whole community, 
every borough was permitted to chufe one or two 
of its citizens to appear in the name of the cor- 
poration ; and the idea of reprefentation was firft 
introduced in this manner. An innovation, Hill 
more important, naturally followed. The vaffals 
of the crown were originally few in number, and 
extremely powerful; but as it is impoffible to 
render property fixed and permanent, many of 
their poffeffions came gradually, and by various 
methods of alienation, to be fplit and parcelled 
out into dilferent hands. Hence .arofe the dif- 
tinftion between the Greater and the Lejfer Barons. 
The former were thofe who retained their ori- 
ginal fiefs undivided, the latter were the new and 
lefs potent vaffals of the crown. Both were 
bound, however, to perform all feudal fervices, 
and of confequence to give attendance in parlia- 
ment. To the leffer barons, who formed no in- 
confiderable body, this was an intolerable griev- 

h Du Cange, voc. Placitum, col. 519. Magna Charta, 
art. 14. Adi. Jac. I. 1435. cap. 52. 
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ance. Barons fometimes denied their tenure, 
boroughs renounced their right of electing, char- 
ters were obtained containing an exemption from 
attendance; and the anxiety with which our an- 
ceftors endeavoured to get free from the obliga- 
tion of fitting in parliament, is furpaifed by that 
only with which their pofterity folicit to be ad- 
mitted there. In order to accommodate both 
parties at once, to fecure to the king a fufficient 
number of members in his great council, and to 
fave his vaffals from an unneceffary burden, an 
eafy expedient was found out. The obligation 
to perfonal attendance was continued upon the 
greater barons, from which the leffer barons 
were exempted, on condition of their ele&ing in 
each county a certain number of reprefentatives, 
to appear in their name. Thus a parliament 
became complete in all its members, and was 
compofed of lords fpiritual and temporal, ol 
knights of the (hires, and of burgeffes. As 
many caufes contributed to bring government 
earlier to perfeftion in England than in Scotland; 
as the rigour of the feudal inilitutions abated 
fooner, and its defedis were fupplied with greater 
facility in the one kingdom than in the other; 
England led the way in all thefe changes, and 
burgelfes and knights of the (hire appeared in the 
parliaments of that nation, before they were 
heard of in ours. Burgeffes were firlt admitted 
into the Scottifh parliaments by Robert Bruce ‘ 
[A. D. 1326]; and in the preamble to the laws 
of Robert III. they are ranked among the con- 
llituent members of that affembly. The lefl'er 

> Abercromby, i. 635. 
» 3 barons 
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barons were indebted to James I. for a ftatute 
exempting them from perfonal attendance, and 
permitting them to eledt reprefentatives [A. D. 
1427] : the exemption was eagerly laid hold on} 
but the privilege was fo little valued, that, ex- 
cept in one or two inftances, it lay negledted dur- 
ing one hundred and fixty years ; and James VI. 
firit obliged them to fend reprefentatives regularly 
to parliament k. 

A Scottifh parliament, then, confided anciently 
of great barons, of ecclefiadics, and a few repre- 
fentatives of boroughs. Nor were thefe divided, 
as in England, into two houfes, but compofed 
one affembly, in which the lord chancellor pre- 
fided1. In rude ages, when the fcience of go- 
vernment was extremely imperfedt among a mar- 
tial people, unacquainted with the arts of peace, 
drangers to the talents which make a figure in 
debate, and defpifing them, parliaments were 
not held in the fame edimation as at prefent; nor 

k Eflays on Brit. Antiq. EfT. II. Dalrymp. Hill, of Feud. 
Prop. ch. 8. 

1 In England, the peers and commons feem early to have 
met in feparate houfes; and James I. who was fond of imi- 
tating the Engliih in all their cuftoms, had probably an in- 
tention of introducing fome conliderabte diftinition between 
the greater and lefler barons in Scotland ; at leaft he deter- 
mined that their confultations flroutd not be carried on under 
the diredtion of the fame prefident; for by his law, A. D. 
1327, it is provided, “ that out of the commiffioners of all 
the Ihires flrall be cbofen a wife and expert man, called the 
common fpeakerof the parliament, who lhall propofe all and 
fundry needs and caufes pertaining to the commons in the 
parliament or general council.” No fuch fpeaker, it would 
feem, was ever chofen; and by a fubfequent law the chan- 
cellor was declared perpetual prelident of parliament. 

did 
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did haughty barons love thofe courts in which 
they appeared with fuch evident marks of in- 
feriority. Parliaments were often haftily af- 
fembled, and it was, probably, in the king’s 
power, by the manner in which he iffued his writs 
for that purpofe, to exclude fuch as were averfe 
from his meafures. At a time when deeds of 
violence were common, and the reftraints of law 
and decency were little regarded, no man could 
venture with fafety to oppofe the king in his own 
court. The great barons, or lords of parlia- 
ment, were extremely few; even fo late as the 
beginning of the reign of James VI.m they 
amounted only to fifty-three. The ecclefiaftics 
equalled them in number, and being devoted im- 
plicitly to the crown, for reafons which have 
been already explained, rendered all hopes of 
victory in any ftruggle defperate. Nor were the 
nobles themfelves fo anxious as might be ima- 
gined to prevent afts of parliament favourable to 
the royal prerogative; confcious of their own 
ftrength, and of the king’s inability to carry thefe 
afts into execution without their concurrence, 
they trufted that they might either elude or 
venture to contemn them; and the ftatute re- 
voking the king’s property, and annexing alien- 
ated jurifdiftions to the crown, repeated in every 
reign, and violated and defpifed as often, is a 
Handing proof of the impotence of laws when 
oppofed to power. So many concutring caufes 
are fufficient, perhaps, to account for the afcend- 
ant which our kings acquired in parliament. But, 
without having recourfe to any of thefe, a finglc 

m And. Coll. vol. i. pref, 40. 
circuttw 
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■circumftance, peculiar to the confh’tution of the 
Scottiih parliament, the mentioning of which we 
have hitherto avoided, will abundantly explain 
this fail, feemingly fo repugnant to all our rea- 
fonings concerning the weaknefs of the king, 
and the power of the nobles. 

As far back as our records enable us to trace 
the conftitution of our parliaments, we find a 
committee dillinguifhed by the name of Lords of 
Articles. It was their bufinefs to prepare and to 
digeft all matters which were to be laid before the 
parliament. There was rarely any bufmefs intro- 
duced into parliament, but what had palled 
through the channel of this committee; every 
motion for a new law was lirft made there, and 
approved of, or rejefted by the members of it; 
what they approved was formed into a bill, and 
prefented to parliament; and it feems probable, 
that what they rejefted could not be introduced 
into the houfe. This committee owed the extra- 
ordinary powers veiled in it to the military genius 
of the ancient nobles ; too impatient to fubmit 
to the drudgery of civil bulinefs, too impetuous 
to observe the forms, or to enter into the details, 
necelfary in conducing it, they were glad to lay 
that burden upon a fmall number, while they 
themfelves had no other labour than limply to 
give, or to refufe, their affent to the bills which 
were prefented to them. The lords of articles, 
then, not only direcled all the proceedings of 
parliament, but poUeffed a negative before de- 
bate. That committee was chofen and conlli- 
tuted in fuch a manner, as put this valuable pri- 
vilege entirely in the king’s hands. It is ex- 

tremely 
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tremely probable, that our kings once had the 
foie right of nominating the lords of articles 
They came afterwards to be elected by the par- 
liament, and confilled of an equal number out of 
each eftate, and moft commonly of eight temporal 
and eight fpiritual lords, of eight reprefentatives 
of boroughs, and of the eight great officers of 
the crown. Of this body, the eight ecclefiaftics, 
together with the officers of the crown, were en- 
tirely at the king’s devotion, and it was fcarcely 
poffible that the choice could fall on fuch tem- 
poral lords and burgeffes as would unite in oppo- 
fition to his meafures. Capable either of in- 
fluencing their election, or of gaining them when 

It appears from authentic records, that a parliament was 
appointed to be held March 12, 1566, and that the lords of 
articles were chofen and met on the 7th, five days before the 
aflembling of parliament. If they could be regularly elected 
lb long before the meeting of parliament, it is natural to con- 
clude, that the prince alone pofiefied the right of elefting them. 
There are two dift'erent accounts of the manner of their elec- 
tion at that time, one by Mary herfelf, in a letter to the arch- 
blfliop of Glafgow: “ We, accompanied with our nobility 
“ for the time, paft to the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, for 
“ holding of our parliament on the 7th day of this inftant, 
“ and elefted the lords articulars.” If we explain thefe 
words, according to the ftridl grammar, we muft conclude 
that the queen herfelf elefled them. It is, however, more 
probable that Mary meant to fay, that the nobles then pre- 
fent with her, viz. her privy counfellors, and others, defied 
the lords of articles. Keith’s Hid. of Scotland, p. 331. 
The other account is Lord Ruthven’s, who exprefsly affirms 
that the queen herfelf defied them. Keith’s Append. 126. 
Whether we embrace the one or the other of thefe opinions 
is of no confcquence. If the privy counfellors and nobles at- 
tending the court had a right to deft the lords of articles, it 
was equally advantageous for the crown, as if the prince had 
had the foie nomination of them. 

elefted, 
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elefted, the king commonly found the lords of 
articles no lefs obfequious to his will than his 
own privy council, and, by means of his autho- 
rity with them, he could put a negative upon his 
parliament before debate, as well as after it; and 
what may feem altogether incredible, the moft li- 
mited prince in Europe actually poffeifed, in one 
inftance, a prerogative which the molt abfolute 
could never attain 

To 

° Having deduced the hiftory of the committee of lords of 
articles as low as the lubjedl of this preliminary book re- 
quired, it may be agreeable, perhaps, to fome of my readers, 
to know the fubfequent variations in this Angular inllitution, 
and the political uie which our kings made of thefe. When 
parliaments became more numerous, and more confiderable 
by the admiffion of the reprefentatives of the lefler barons, 
the preferving their influence over the lords of articles be- 
came likewife an objeft of greater importance to our kings. 
James VI. on pretence that the lords of articles could not 
find leifure to confider the great multitude of affairs laid 
before them, obtained an adf, appointing four perfons to 
be named out of each ejlate, who (hould meet twenty 
days before the commencement of parliament [A£t 222. 
P. 1594], to receive all fupplications, &c. and re- 
jedling what they thought frivolous, (hould engrofs in 
a book what they thought worthy the attention of the 
lords of articles. No provifion is made in the adt for the 
choice of this feledt body, and the king would of courfe 
have claimed that privilege. In 1633, when Charles I. was 
beginning to introduce thofe innovations which gave fo 
much oftence ta the nation, he dreaded the oppmition of his 
parliament, and in order to prevent that, an artifice was made 
life of to fecure the lords of articles for the crown. The 
temporal peers were appointed to choofe eight bilhops, and 
the bilhops eight peers; thefe fixteen met together, and eledled 
eight knights of the (hire, and eight burgefles, and to thefe 
the crown officers were added as ufual. If we can only 
iuppolc eight perfons of fo numerous a body, as the peers of 

bcotland 
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To this account of the internal conftitution of 

Scotland, it will not be improper to add a view of 
the political ftate of Europe at that period, where 
the following hiftory commences. A thorough 
knowledge of that general fyftem, of which every 
kingdom in Europe forms a part, is not lefs re- 
quilite towards underilanding the hiftory of a na- 
tion, than an acquaintance with its peculiar go- 
vernment and laws. The latter may enable us to 
comprehend domeftic occurrences and revolu- 
tions ; but without the former, foreign tranfac- 

Scotbnd were become by that time, attached to the court, 
thefe, k is obvious, would be the men whom the bi/hops 
would choofe, and of confequence the whole lords of articles 
were the tools and creatures of the king. This practice, lb 
inconfiftent with liberty, was aboliihed during the civil war ; 
and the fiatute of James VI. was repealed. After the re- 
ftoration, parliaments became more fervile than ever. What 
was only a temporary device in the reign of Charles I. was 
then converted into a ftanding law. “ For my part,” fays 
the Author from whom l have borrowed many of thefe par- 
ticulars, “ I fhould have thought it Kfs criminal in our re- 
(C Iteration par lament to have openly beltowed upon the 
iX king a negative before debate, than, in fuch an underhand 
tc artificial manner, to betray their conliituents and the na» 
“ tion.’* Efiays on Brit. Antiq. 55. It is probable, how- 
ever, from a letter of Randolph's to Cecil, 10 Aug. 1560, 
printed in the Appendix, that this parliament had fome ap- 
pearance of ancient precedent to juftify their unworthy con- 
duit. Various queftions concerning the conflituent members 
of the Scottilh parliament 5 concerning the sera at which the 
reprefentatives of boroughs were introduced into that afiem- 
bly 5 and concerning the origin and power of the committee 
of lords of articles, occur, and have been agitated with, 
great warmth. Since the firft publication of this work, all 
thefe difputed points have been confidered with calmnefc and 
accuracy in Mr. W ght’s Inquiry into the Rife and Progrefs 
of Parliament, &c. 4-to edit. p. 17, &c. 
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tions mu ft. be altogether myfterious and unintel- 
ligible. By attending to this, many dark paf- 
fages in our hiftory may be placed in a clear 
light; and where the bulk of hiftorians have 
feen only the effeft, we may be able to difcover 
the caufe. 

The fubverfion of the feudal government in 
France, and its declenfion in the neighbouring 
kingdoms, occafioned a remarkable alteration in 
the political ftate of Europe. Kingdoms, which 
were inconiiderable when broken, and parcelled 
out among nobles, acquired firmnefs and ftrength 
by being united into a regular monarchy. Kings 
became confcious of their own power and import- 
ance. They meditated fchemes of conqueft, and 
engaged in wars at a diftance. Numerous armies 
were raifed, and great taxes impofed for their 
fubfiftence. Confiderable bodies of infantry were 
kept in conftant pay ; that fervice grew to be 
honourable ; and cavalry, in which the ftrength of 
European armies had hitherto confifted, thought 
proper enough for the fhort and voluntary excur- 
lions of barons who ferved at their own expence, 
were found to be unfit either for making or de- 
fending any important conqueft. 

It was in Italy, that the powerful monarchs of 
France and Spain and Germany firft appeared to 
make a trial of their new ftrength. The divifion 
of that country into many fmall ftates, the luxury 
of the people, and their effeminate averfion to 
arms, invited their more martial neighbours to an 
eafy prey. The Italians, who had been accuf- 
tomed to mock battles only, and to decide their 
interior quarrels by innocent and bloodlefs vic- 
tories, were aftonilhed, when the French invaded 

their 
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their country, at the fight of real war; and as 
they could not refill the torrent, they fuffered it 
to take its courfe, and to fpend its rage. Intrigue 
and policy fupplied the want of ftrength. Ne- 
ceflity and felf-prefervation led that ingenious 
people to the great fecret of modern politics, by 
teaching them how to balance the power of one 
prince, by throwing that of another into the op- 
pofite fcale. By this happy device, the liberty 
of Italy was long preferved. The fcales were 
poifed by very Ikilful hands ; the fmalleft varia- 
tions were attended to, and no prince was allowed 
to retain any fuperiority that could be dangerous. 

A fyllem of conduct, purfued with fo much 
fuccefs in Italy, was not long confined to that 
country of political refinement. The maxim of 
preferving a balance of power is founded fo much 
upon obvious reafoning, and the fituation of Eu- 
rope rendered it fo neceffary, that it foon became 
a matter of chief attention to all wife politicians. 
Every ftep any prince took, was obferved by all 
his neighbours. Ambaffadors, a kind of honour- 
able fpies, authorifed by the mutual jealoufy of 
kings, refided almoft conftantly at every different 
court, and had it in charge to watch all its mo- 
tions. Dangers were forefeen at a greater dif- 
tance, and prevented with more eafe. Confe- 
deracies were formed to humble any power which 
rofe above its due.proportion. Revenge or felf- 
defence were no longer the only caufes of hofti- 
lity, it became common to take arms out of po- 
licy ; and war, both in its commencement and in 
its operations, was more an exercife of the judg- 
ment, than of the paffions of men. Ahnoft 
every war in Europe became general, and the 

vol. 1. l moll 
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moll: inconiiderable ftates acquired importance, 
becaufe they could add weight to either fcale. 

Francis I. who mounted the throne of France 
in the year one thoufand five hundred and fifteen, 
and Charles V. who obtained the imperial crown 
in the year one thoufand five hundred and nine- 
teen, divided between them the ftrength and af- 
fections of all Europe. Their perpetual enmity 
was not owing folely either to perfonal jealoufy, or 
to the caprice of private paffion, but was founded 
fo much in nature and true policy, that it fub- 
fifted between their pollerity for feveral ages. 
Charles fucceeded to all the dominions of the 
houfe of Auftria. No family had ever gained fo 
much by wife and fortunate marriages. By ac- 
quisitions of this kind the Aultrian princes rofe, 
in a ihort time, from obfeure counts of Hapf- 
bourg, to be archdukes of Auftria and kings of 
Bohemia, and were in pofteffion of the imperial 
dignity by a fort of hereditary right. Befides 
thefe territories in Germany, Charles was heir 
to the crown of Spain, and to all the dominions 
which belonged to the houfe of Burgundy. The 
Burgundian provinces engroffed, at that time, the 
riches and commerce of one half of Europe ; and 
he drew from them, on many occafions, thofe im- 
menfe fums, which no people without trade and 
liberty are able to contribute. Spain furnifhed 
him a gallant and hardy infantry, to whofe difei- 
pline he was indebted for all his conquefts. At 
the fame time, by the difeovery of the new world, 
a vein of wealth was opened to him, which all 
the extravagance of ambition could not exhauft. 
Thefe advantages rendered Charles the firft prince 
in Europe ■, but he wifhed to be more, and openly 

3 afpired 
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afpired to univerfal monarchy. His genius was of 
that kind which ripens flowly, and lies long con- 
cealed ; but it grew up, without obfervation, to 
an unexpected height and vigour. He poffeffed, 
in an eminent degree, the charafteriftic virtues of 
all the different races of princes to whom he was 
allied. In forming his fchemes, he difcovered all 
the fubtlety and penetration of Ferdinand his 
grandfather; he purfued them with that obftinate 
and inflexible perfeverance which has ever been 
peculiar to the Auftrian blood ; and in executing 
them he could employ the magnanimity and bold- 
nefs of his Burgundian anceltors. His abilities 
were equal to his power, and neither of them 
would have been inferior to his defigns, had not 
Providence, in pity to mankind, and in order to 
preferve them from the worfl: of all evils, univerfal 
monarchy, railed up Francis I. to defend the li- 
berty of Europe. His dominions were lefs ex- 
tenfive, but more united, than the emperor’s. 
His fubjecls were numerous, active, and warlike, 
lovers of glory, and lovers of their king. To 
Charles, power was the only objeft of defire, and 
he purfued it with an unwearied and joylefs in- 
duftry. Francis could mingle pleafure and ele- 
gance with his ambition ; and though he ne- 
glected fome advantages, which a more phleg- 
matic or more frugal prince would have im- 
proved, an asftive and intrepid courage fupplied 
all his defects, and checked or defeated many of 
the emperor’s defigns. 

The relt of Europe obferved all the motions of 
thefe mighty rivals with a jealous attention. On 
the one fide, the Italians faw the danger which 
threatened Chriitendom, and, in order to avert 

1 2 it, 
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it, had recourfe to the expedient which they had 
often employed with fuccefs. They endeavoured 
to divide the power of the two contending mo- 
narchs into equal fcales, and, by the union of 
feveral fmall ftates, to counterpoife him whofe 
power became too, great. But what they con- 
certed with much wifdom, they were able to 
execute with little vigour; and intrigue and re- 
finement were feeble fences againft the incroach- 
ments of military power. , 

On the other fide, Henry VIII. of England 
held the balance with lefs delicacy, but with a 
flronger hand. He was the third prince of the 
age in dignity and in power; and the advantage- 
ous fituation of his dominions, his domeftic tran- 
quillity, his immenfe wealth, and abfolute autho- 
rity, rendered him the natural guardian of the li- 
berty of Europe. Each of the rivals courted him 
with emulation ; he knew it to be his intereft to 
keep the balance even, and to reftrain both, by 
not joining entirely with either of them. But 
he was feldom able to reduce his ideas to prac- 
tice ; he was governed by caprice more than by 
principle ; and the pafiions of the man were an 
overmatch for the maxims of the king. Vanity 
and refentment were the great fprings of all his 
undertakings, and his neighbours ealily found the 
way, by touching thefe, to force him upon many 
raih and inconfiftent enterprifes. His reign was 
a perpetual feries of blunders in politics; and 
while he efteemed himfelf the wifeft prince in 
Europe, he was a conllant dupe to thofe who 
found it neceiTary, and could fubmit to flatter 
him. 

In 
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In this fituation of Europe, Scotland, which 

had hitherto waited her itrength in the quarrels 
between France and England, emerged from her 
obfcurity, took her ilation in the fyitem, and be- 
gan to have fome influence upon the fate of dif- 
tant nations. Her afliitance was frequently of 
confequence to the contending parties, and the 
balance was often fo nicely adjufted, that it was 
in her power to make it lean to either iide. The 
part affigned her, at this juncture, was to divert 
Henry from carrying his arms into the continent. 
That prince having routed the French at Gui- 
negat and in veiled Terouenne, France attempted 
to divide his forces, by engaging James IV. in 
that unhappy expedition which ended with his 
life. For the fame reafon Francis encouraged and 
afiifled the duke of Albany to ruin the families 
of Angus and Home, which were in the interell 
of England, and would willingly have perfuaded 
the Scots to revenge the death of their king, and 
to enter into a new war with that kingdom. 
Henry and Francis having united not long after 
againll the emperor, it was the interell of both 
kings, that the Scots Ihould continue inaftive ; 
and a long tranquillity was the tffedl of their 
union. Charles endeavoured to break this, and 
to embarrafs Henry by another inroad of the 
Scots. For this end he made great advances to 
James V. flattering the vanity of the young mo- 
narch, by elefting him a knight of the golden 
fleece, and by offering him a match in the im- 
perial family ; while, in return for thefe empty 
honours, he demanded of him to renounce his 
alliance with France, and to declare war againll 
England. Tut James, who had much to lofe, 

1 3 and 
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and who could gain little by doling with the 
emperor’s propofals, rejected them with decency, 
and, keeping firm to his ancient allies, left Henry 
at full liberty to ad upon the continent with his 
whole llrength. 

Henry himfelf began his reign by imitating 
the example of his anceftors with regard to Scot- 
land. He held its power in fuch extreme con- 
tempt, that he was at no pains to gain its friend- 
Ihip ; but, on the contrary, he irritated the whole 
nation, by reviving the antiquated pretenlions of 
the crown of England to the fovereignty over 
Scotland. But his own experience, and the ex- 
amples of his enemies, gave him a higher idea of 
its importance. It was impoflible to defend an 
open and extenfive frontier againft the incurfions 
of an aftive and martial people. During any war 
on the continent, this obliged him to divide the 
ftrength of his kingdom. It was necelfary to 
maintain a kind of army of obfervation in the 
north of England ; and after all precautions, the 
Scottilh borderers, who were fuperior to all man- 
kind in the practice of irregular war, often made 
fuccefsful inroads, and fpreadterror and defolation 
over many counties. He fell, at laft, upon the 
true fecret of policy, with refpeft to Scotland, 
which his predeceffors had too little penetration 
to difeover, or too much pride to employ. The 
lituation of the country, and the bravery of the 
people, made the conqueltof Scotland impoffible; 
but the national poverty, and the violence of fac- 
tion, rendered it an eafy matter to divide, and to 
govern it. He abandoned, therefore, the former 
defign, and refolved to employ his utmoft addrefs 
in executing the latter. It had not yet become 

honour- 
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honourable for one prince to receive pay from an- 
other, under the more decent name of a fubiidy. 
But in all ages the fame arguments have been 
good in courts, and of weight with miniilers, fac- 
tious leaders, and favourites. What were the ar- 
guments by which Henry brought over fo many 
to his intereft: during the minority of James V. we 
know by the original warrant ftill extant P, for 
remitting confiderable fums into Scotland. By a 
proper diftribution of thefe, many perfons of note 
were gained to his party, and a faftion which held 
fecret correfpondence with England, and received 
all its direftions from thence, appears hencefor- 
ward in our domeftic contefts. In the fequel of 
the hiftory, we fhall find Henry labouring to ex- 
tend his influence in Scotland. His fucceffbrs 
adopted the fame plan, and improved upon it. 
The affairs of the two kingdoms became inter- 
woven, and their interefts were often the fame. 
Elizabeth divided her attention almofl; equally 
between them, and the authority which fhe in- 
herited in the one, was not greater than that 
which fhe acquired in the other. 

BOOK II. 

M ary queen of Scots, the daughter of James V. and of Mary of Guife, was born a few days 
before the death of her father. The fituation in 
which he left the kingdom alarmed all ranks of 

P Burn. Hift. Ref. vol. i. p. 7. 
men 
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men with the profpeft of a turbulent and dif- 
a(Irons reign. A war againll England had been 
undertaken without neceffity, and tamed on 
without fuccefs. Many perfons of the iirft rank 
had fallen into the hands of the Engliih, in the 
unfortunate route near the firth of Solway, and 
were ftill prifoners at London. Among the reft 
of the nobles there was little union either in their 
views or in their affections; and the religious 
difputes occafioned by the opinions of the re- 
formers, growing every day more violent, added 
to the rage of thofe fattions which are natural to 
a form of government nearly ariftocratical. 

The government of a queen was unknown in 
Scotland, and did not imprint much reverence in 
the minds of a martial people. The government 
of an infant queen was ftill more deftitute of real 
authority ; and the profpeft of a long and feeble 
minority invited to faftion by the hope of impu- 
nity. James had not even provided the common 
remedy againft the diforders of a minority, by 
committing to proper perfons the care of his 
daughter’s education, and the admiuiftration of 
affairs in her name. Though he faw the clouds 
gathering, and foretold that they would quickly 
burft into a ftorm, he was fo little able to difperfe 
them, or to defend his daughter and kingdom 
againft the imminent calamities, that, in mere de- 
fpair, he abandoned them both to the mercy of 
fortune, and left open to every pretender the 
office of regent, which he could not fix to his 
own fatisfattion. 

Cardinal Beatoun, who had for many years 
been confidered as prime minifter, was the firft 
that claimed that high dignity ; and in fupport of 

his 
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his pretenfions, he produced a teftamenta, which 
he himfelf had forged in the name of the late 
king; and, without any other right, inftantly 
affumed the title of regent. He hoped, by 
the afiiftance of the clergy, the countenance of 
France, the connivance of the queen dowager, 
and the fupport of the whole popifh faction, to 
hold by force, what he had feized on by fraud. 
But Beatoun had enjoyed power too long to be 
a favourite of the nation. Thofe among the 
nobles who wiihed for a reformation in religion 
dreaded his feverity, and others confidered the 
elevation of a churchman to the higheft office in 
the kingdom as a depreffion of themfelves. At 
their in [ligation, James Hamilton earl of Arran, 
and next heir to the queen, roufed himfelf from 
his inactivity, and was prevailed on to afpire to 
that ftation, to which proximity of blood gave 
him a natural title. The nobles, who were af- 
fembled for that purpofe, unanimoufly conferred 
on him the office of regent; and the public voice 
applauded their choice l’. 

No two men ever differed more widely in dif- 
pofition and character than the earl of Arran and 
cardinal Beatoun. The cardinal was by nature 
of immoderate ambition ; by long experience he 
had acquired addrefs and refinement; and info- 
lence grew upon him from continual fuccefs. 
His high flation in the church placed him in the 
way of great civil employments; his abilities 
were equal to the greateft of thefe ; nor did he 
reckon any of them to be above his merit. As 

* Sadler’s Lett. 161. Haynes, State Papers, 486. 
V> Epilt. Reg. Scot. vol. ii. p. 308. 
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his own eminence was founded upon the power 
of the church of Rome, he was a zealous de- 
fender of that fuperftition, and for the fame rea- 
fon an avowed enemy to the dodtrine of the re- 
formers. Political motives alone determined him 
to fupport the one, or to oppofe the other. His 
early application to public bufinefs kept him un- 
acquainted with the learning and controverfies of 
the age ; he gave judgment, however, upon all 
points in difpute, with a precipitancy, violence, 
and rigour, which contemporary hiftorians men- 
tion with indignation. 

The charafter of the earl of Arran was, in al- 
molt every thing, the reverfe of Beatoun’s. He 
was neither infedled with ambition, nor inclined 
to cruelty : the love of eafe extinguilhed the for- 
mer, the gentlenefs of his temper preferved him 
from the latter. Timidity and irrefolution were 
his predominant failings, the one occafioned by 
his natural conftitution, and the other ariiing from 
a confcioufnefs that his abilities were not equal to 
his llation. With thefe difpolitions he might have 
enjoyed and adorned private life ; but his public 
condudl was without courage, or dignity, or con- 
liftence: the perpetual Have of his own fears, 
and, by confequence, the perpetual tool of thofe 
who found their advantage in pradliiing upon 
them. But as no other perfon could be fet in op- 
pofition to the cardinal with any probability of 
luccefs, the nation declared in his favour with 
fuch general confent, that the artifices of his 
rival could not withftand its united ftrength. 

The earl of Arran had fcarcely taken poffeflion 
of his new dignity, when a negociation was open- 
ed with England, which gave birth to events of 

the 



B. II. HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 
the moft fatal confequence to himfelf, and to the 
kingdom. After the death of James, Henry 
VIII. was no longer afraid of any interruption 
from Scotland to his defigns againft France ; and 
immediately conceived hopes of rendering this 
fecurity perpetual, by the marriage of Edward 
his only fon with the young queen of Scots. He 
communicated his intention to the prifoners taken 
at Solway, and prevailed on them to favour it, by 
the promife of liberty, as the reward of their 
fuccefs. In the mean time he permitted them to 
return into Scotland, that, by their prefence in 
the parliament which the regent had called, they 
might be the better able to perfuade their coun- 
trymen to fall in with his propofals. A caufe, 
intrufted to fuch able and zealous advocates, 
could not well mifs of coming to an happy iffue. 
All thofe who feared the cardinal, or who defined 
a change in religion, were fond of an alliance, 
which afforded protection to the doftrine which 
they had embraced, as well as to their own per- 
lons, againft the rage of that powerful and 
haughty prelate. 

But Henry’s rough and impatient temper was 
incapable of improving this favourable conjunc- 
t-ure. Addrefs and delicacy in managing the fears, 
and follies, and interefts of men, were arts with 
which he was utterly unacquainted. The defigns 
he had formed upon Scotland were obvious from 
the marriage which he had propofed, and he had 
not dexterity enough to difguife or to conceal 
them. Inftead of yielding to the fear or jealoufy 
of the Scots, what time and accidents would foon 
have enabled him to recover, he at once alarmed 
and irritated the whole nation, by demanding that 
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the queen’s perfon fhould be immediately com- 
mitted to his cuftody, and that the government 
of the kingdom fhould be put into his hands 
during her minority. 

Henry could not have prefcribed more igno- 
minious conditions to a conquered people, and 
it is no wonder they were rejected, with indig- 
nation, by men who fcorned to purchafe an 
alliance with England at the price of their own 
liberty. The parliament of Scotland, how- 
ever influenced by the nobles who returned from 
England ; defirous of peace with that kingdom ; 
and delivered, by the regent’s confining the car- 
dinal as a prifoner [March 12,1543], from any 
oppofition to which he might have given rife; 
confented to a treaty of marriage and of union, 
but upon terms fomewhat more equal. After 
fome dark and unfuccefsful intrigues, by which 
his ambaflador endeavoured to carry off the 
young queen and cardinal Beatoun into England, 
Henry was obliged to give up his own propofals, 
and to accept of theirs. On his fide, he confented 
that the queen fhould continue to refide in Scot- 
land, and himfelf remain excluded from any fliare 
in the government of the kingdom. On the 
other hand, the Scots agreed to fend their fove- 
reign into England as Toon as fhe attained the 
full age of ten years, and inftantly to deliver fix 
perfons of the firft rank to be kept as hoflages 
by Henry, till the queen’s arrival at his court. 

The treaty was ftill fo manifeftly of advantage 
to England, that the regent loft much of the 
public confidence by confenting to it. The car- 
dinal, who had now recovered liberty, watched 
for fuch an opportunity of regaining credit, and 
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he did not fail to cultivate and improve this to 
the utmoft. He complained loudly that the re- 
gent had betrayed the kingdom to its moll inve- 
terate enemies, and facrificed its honour to his 
own ambition. He foretold the extinction of the 
true catholic religion, under the tyranny of an 
excommunicated heretic; but above all, he la- 
mented to fee an ancient kingdom confenting to 
its own fervitude, defcending into the ignomi- 
nious ftation of a dependent province ; and in one 
hour, the weaknefs or treachery of a tingle man 
furrendering every thing for which the Scottifh 
nation had draggled and fought during fo many 
ages. Thefe remonllrances of the cardinal were 
not without effect. They were addrefl'ed to pre- 
judices and paflions which are deeply rooted in 
the human heart. The fame hatred to the an- 
cient enemies of their country, the fame jealoufy 
of national honour, and pride of independence^ 
which, at the beginning of the prefent century, 
went near to prevent the Scots from confenting 
to an union with England, upon terms of great 
advantage, did at that time induce the whole na- 
tion to declare againll the alliance which had 
been concluded. In the one period, an hundred 
and fifty years of peace between the two nations, 
the habit of being fubjected to the fame king, 
and governed by the fame maxims, had conli- 
derably abated old animofities, and prepared both 
people for incorporating. In the other, injuries- 
were Hill frelh, the wounds on both fides were 
open, and, in the warmth of refentment, it was- 
natural to feek revenge, and to be averfe from 
leconcilement. At the union in one thoufand 
feven hundred and feven, the wifdom of parlia- 
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ment defpifed the groundlefs murmurs occafioned 
by antiquated prejudices; but in one thoufand 
five hundred and forty-three, the complaints of 
the nation were better founded, and urged with 
a zeal and unanimity, which it is neither juft nor 
fafe to difregard. A rafti meafure of the Englilh 
monarch added greatly to the violence of this 
national animofity. The Scots, relying on the 
treaty of marriage and union, fitted out feveral 
ihips for France, with which their trade had 
been interrupted for fome time. Thefe were 
driven by ftrefs of weather to take refuge in dif- 
ferent ports of England ; and Henry, under pre- 
text that they were carrying provifions to a king- 
dom with which he was at war, ordered them to 
be feized and condemned as lawful prizesc. 
The Scots,' aftonifhed at this proceeding of a 
prince, whofe intereft it was manifeftly, at that 
junfhire, to court and to footh them, felt it not 
only as an injury, but as an infult, and exprefled 
all the refentment natural to an high-fpirited peo- 
ple d. Their rage rofe to fuch a height, that the 

Englifti 

v Keith, 32. 34. Epift. Reg. Scot. ii. App. 311. Ha- 
milton MSS. vol. i. 389. 

'> In the MS. colleftion of papers belonging to the ditke of 
Hamilton, fir Ralph Sadler defcribes the fpirit of the Scots 
as extremely outrageous. In his letter from Edinburgh, 
September 1, 1543, he fays: “ The Hay of the Ihips has 
brought the people of this town, both men and women, and 
efpecially the merchants, into fuch a rage and fury, that the 
whole town is commoved againft me, and fwear great oaths, 
that if their ihips are not reltored, that they would have their 
amends of me and mine, and that they would fet my houfe 
here on fire over my head, fo that one of us Ihould not efcape 
alive; and alfoit hath muchincenfed and provoked the peo- 
ple againft the governor, faying, that he hath coloured a peace 

with 
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Englifh ambaffador could hardly be pvotefted 
from it. One fpirit feemed now to animate all 
orders of men. The clergy offered to contribute 
a great fum towards preferving the church from 
the dominion of a prince, whofe fyftem of re- 
formation was fo fatal to their power. The 
nobles, after having mortified the cardinal fo 
lately in fuch a cruel manner, were now ready to 
applaud and to fecond him, as the defender of the 
honour and liberty of his country. 

Argyll, Huntly, Bothwell, and other power- 
ful barons, declared openly againft the alliance 
with England. By their affiftance, the cardinal 
feized on the perfons of the young queen and 
her mother, and added to his party the fplendour 
and authority of the royal namec. He received, 
at the fame time, a more real acceflion to his 
ftrength, by the arrival of Matthew Stewart, earl 

with your majefty only to undo them. This is the unrea- 
fonablenefs of the people, which live here in fuch a beaftly 
liberty, that they neither regard God nor governor; nor yet 
juftice, or any good policy, doth take place among them; 
alluring your highnefs that, unlefs the Ihips be delivered, 
there will be none abiding here for me without danger." 
Vol. 451. In his letter of September 5, he writes, that 
the rage of the people Hill continued fo violent, “ that 
neither I nor any of my folks dare go out of my doors : 
and the provoll of the town, who hath much ado to ftay 
them from aflaulting me in my houfe, and keepeth watch 
therefore nightly, hath fent to me fundry times, and prayed 
me to keep myfelf and my folks within, for it is fcant in his 
power to reprefs or refill the fury of the people. They fay 
plainly, I (hall never pafs out of the town alive, except they 
have their Ihips reltored. This is the rage and bealllinefs 
of this nation, which God keep all honell men from.’’ 
Jb. 471. 

e Keith's Hill, of Scotl. 30. 
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of Lennox, whofe return from France he had 
earneftly folicited. This young nobleman was 
the hereditary enemy of the houfe of Hamilton. 
He had many claims upon the regent, and pre- 
tended a right to exclude him, not only from 
fucceeding to the crown, but to deprive him of 
the polfellion of his private fortune. The cardi- 
nal flattered his vanity with the profpeft of mar- 
rying the queen dowager; and affefted to treat 
him with fo much refpedt, that the regent became 
jealous of him as a rival in power. 

This fufpicion was artfully heightened by the 
abbot of Paifley, who returned into Scotland 
fome time before the earl of Lennox, and afted 
in concert with the cardinal. He was a natural 
brother of the regent, with whom he had great 
credit; a warm partifan of France, and a zealous 
defender of the eftablifhed religion. He took 
hold of the regent by the proper handle, and en- 
deavoured to bring about a change in his fenti- 
ments, by working upon his fears. The de- 
fertion of the nobility, the difaffeftion of the 
clergy, and the rage of the people; the refent- 
ment of France, the power of the cardinal, and 
the pretenfions of Lennox, were all reprefented 
with aggravation, and with their moll threatening 
afpeft. 

Mean while, the day appointed for the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty with England, and the delivery 
of the hoftages, approached, and the regent was 
Hill undetermined in his own mind. He a£led to 
the laft with that irrefolution and inconfillence 
which is peculiar to weak men when they are fo 
unfortunate as to have the chief part in the con- 
dud of difficult alfairs. On the 25th of Auguft, 
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he ratified the treaty with Henryf; and pro- 
claimed the cardinal, who ftill continued to op- 
pofe it, an enemy to his country. On the third 
of September, he fecretly withdrew from Edin- 
burgh, met with the cardinal at Callendar, re- 
nounced the friendfhip of England, and declared 
for the interells of France s. 

Henry, in order to gain the regent, had not 
fpared the moft magnificent promifes. He had 
offered to give the princefs Elizabeth in marriage 
to his eldelt fon, and to conftitute him king of 
that part of Scotland which lies beyond the river 
Forth. But, upon finding his intereft in the 
kingdom to be lefs confiderable than he had ima- 
gined, the Englifh monarch began to treat him 
with little refpccf. The young queen was now 
in the cuftody of his enemies, who grew every 
day more numerous and more popular. They 
formed a feparate court at Stirling, and threatened 
to eledt another regent. The French king was 
ready to afford them his protection; and the na- 
tion, out of hatred to the Englifh, would have 
united in their defence. In this fituation, the 
regent could not retain his authority, without a 
fudden change of his meafures; and though he 
endeavoured, by ratifying the treaty, to preferve 
the appearances of good faith with England, he 
was obliged to throw himfelf into the arms of the 
party which adhered to France. 

Soon after this fudden revolution in his politi- 
cal principles, the regent changed his fcntiments 
Concerning religion. The fpirit of controverfy 
was then new and warm: books of that kind 

f Rymer, Feed. xv. p. 4. 
g Sadler, 339. 356. Hamilton MSS. i, 470, Src. 
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were eagerly read by men of every ranlJ; the 
love of novelty, or the convidtion of truth, had 
led the regent to exprefs great efteem for the 
writings of the reformers; and, having been 
powerfully fupported by thofe who had em- 
braced their opinions, he, in order to gratify 
them, entertained, in his own family, two of the 
moll noted preachers of the proteftant doctrine; 
and, in his firlt parliament, confented to an aft, 
by which the laity were permitted to read the 
fcriptures in a language which they underltoodh. 
Truth needed only a fair hearing to be an over- 
match for error. Abfurdities, which had long 
impofed on the ignorance and credulity of man- 
kind, were detefted and expofed to public ridi- 
cule; and, under the countenance of the regent, 
the reformation made great advances. The car- 
dinal obferved its progrefs with concern, and was 
at the utmoft pains to obllruft it. He repre- 
fented to the regent his great imprudence in 
giving encouragement to opinions fo favourable 
to Lennox’s pretenfions; that his own legitimacy 
depended upon the validity of a fentence of di- 
vorce, founded on the pope’s authority; and 
that, by fuffering it to be called in queftion, he 
weakened his own title to the fucceffion, and 
furnilhed his rival with the only argument by 
which it could be rendered doubtful'. Thefe in- 

finuations 
|> Keith, p. 36, 37. 
> The pretenfions of the earl of Lennox to the fucceffion 

were thus founded. Mary, the daughter of James II. was 
married to James lord Hamilton, whom James III. created 
earl of Arran on that account. Elizabeth, a daughter of 
that marriage, was the wife of Matthew earl of Lennox, and 
the prefent earl was her grandfon. The regent was likewife 
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finuations made a deep imprefilon on the regent’s 
timorous fpirit; who, at the profpedt of fuch 
imaginary dangers, was as much ftartled as the 
cardinal could have wilhed ; and his zeal for the 
proteifant religion was not long proof againft his 
fear. He publicly abjured the doctrine of the 
reformers in the Francifcan church at Stirling ; 
and declared not only for the political, but the 
religious, opinions of his new confidents. 

The proteltanf doctrine did not fuffer much by 
his apoltacy. It had already taken fo deep root 
in the kingdom, that no difcouragement or fe- 
verity could extirpate it. The regent, indeed, 
confented to every thing that the zeal of the car- 
dinal thought necelfary for the prefervation of the 
eftablifhed religion. The reformers were perfe- 
cuted with all the cruelty which fuperftition in- 
fpires into a barbarous people. Many were con- 
demned to that dreadful death, which the church 
has appointed for the punifhment of its enemies; 
but they fuffered with a fpirit fo nearly refembling 
the patience and fortitude of the primitive mar- 
tyrs, that more were converted than terrified by 
fuch fpectacles. 

The cardinal, however, was now in pofieffion 
of every thing his ambition could defire ; and 
exercifed all the authority of a regent, without 
the envy of the name. He had nothing to fear 

the grandfon of the princefs Mary. But his father having 
married Janet Beatoun the regent’s mother, after he had ob- 
tained a divorce from Elizabeth Home his former wife, 
Lennox pretended that the fentence of divorce was unjuft, 
and that the regent being born tohile Elizabeth Home was 
ftill alive, ought to be confidered as illegitimate. Crawf. 
Peer, 192. 

from 
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from the earl of Arran; who, having by his in- 
confiftency forfeited the public efteem, was con- 
temned by one half of the nation, and little 
truited by the other. The pretenfions of the 
earl of Lennox were the only thing which re- 
mained to embarrafs him. He had very fuc- 
cefsfully made ufe of that nobleman to work 
upon the regent’s jealoufy and fear; but, as he 
no longer flood in need of fuch an inflrument, he 
was willing to get rid of him with decency. 
Lennox foon began to fufpedl his intention; 
promifes, flattery, and refpeCf, were the only re- 
turns he had hitherto received for fubftantial fer- 
vices; but at laft the cardinal’s artifices could no 
longer be concealed ; and Lennox, inflead of at- 
taining power and dignity himfelf, faw that he 
had been employed only to procure thefe for 
another. Refentment and difappointed ambition 
urged him to feek revenge on that cunning pre- 
late, who, by facrificing his intereft, had io un- 
generoufly purchafed the earl of Arran’s fnend- 
Ihip. He withdrew, for thatreafon, from court, 
and declared for the party at enmity with the 
cardinal, which, with open arms, received a con- 
vert who added fo much luftre to their caufe. 

The two factions which divided the kingdom 
were ftill the fame, without any alterations in 
their views or principles ; but, by one of thofe 
ftrange revolutions, which were frequent in that 
age, they had, in the courfe of a few weeks, 
changed their leaders. The regent was at the 
head of the partifans of France and the defenders 
of popery, and Lennox in the fame ftation with 
the advocates for the Englilh alliance, and a re- 
formation in religion. The one laboured to pull 

dowq 



*. II. HISTORY OF SCOTLANT5. TOJ 
down his own work, which the other upheld with 
the fame hand that had hitherto endeavoured to 
deftroy it. 

Lennox’s impatience for revenge got the ftart 
.of the cardinal’s a&ivity. He furprifed both him 
and the regent by a fudden march to Edinburgh 
with a numerous army; and might eaiily have 
crufhed them, before they could prepare for their 
defence. But he was weak enough to lilten to 
propofals for an accommodation ; and the car- 
dinal amufed him fo artfully, and fpun out the 
treaty to fuch a length, that the greater part of 
the earl’s troops, who ferved, as is ufual wherever 
the feudal inilitutions prevail, at their own ex- 
pence, deferted him and in concluding a peace, 
fnftead of giving the law, he was obliged to re- 
ceive it. A fecond attempt to retrieve his affairs 
ended yet more unfortunately. One body of his 
troops was cut to pieces, and the reft difperfed ; 
and with the poor remains of a ruined party, he 
muft either have fubmitted to the conqueror, or 
have fled out of the kingdom, if the approach 
of an Englifh army had not brought him a fhort 
relief. 

Henry was not of a temper to bear tamely the 
indignity with which he had been treated, both 
by the regent and parliament of Scotland, who, 
at the time when they renounced their alliance 
with him, had entered into a new and ftridfer 
confederacy with France. The rigour of the fea- 
fon retarded for fome time the execution of his 
vengeance. But in the fpring, a confiderable 
body of infantry, which was deftined for France, 
received orders to fail for Scotland, and a proper 
number of cavalry was appointed to join it by 

land. 
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land. The regent and cardinal little expected 
fuch a vifit. They had trufted that the French 
war would find employment for all Henry’s forces; 
and, from an unaccountable fecurity, were wholly 
unprovided for the defence of the kingdom. The 
earl of Hertford, a leader fatal to the Scots in 
that age, commanded this army, and landed it, 
without oppofition, a few miles above Leith. He 
was quickly mailer of that place ; and marching 
directly to Edinburgh, entered it with the fame 
eafe [May 3, 1544]. After plundering the ad- 
jacent country, the richelt and molt open in Scot- 
land, he fet on fire both thefe towns; and upon 
the approach of fome troops gathered together 
by the regent, put his booty on board the fleet, 
and with his land forces retired fafely to the 
Englilh borders, delivering the kingdom, in a 
few days, from the terror of an invafion, con- 
certed with little policy, carried on at great ex- 
pence, and attended with no advantage. If 
Henry aimed at the conquell of Scotland, he 
gained nothing by this expedition; if the mar- 
riage he had propofed was Hill in his view, he loll 
a great deal. Such a rough courtlhip, as the earl 
of Huntly humoroufly called it, difgulled the 
whole nation ; their averlion for the match grew 
into abhorrence ; and, exafperated by fo many 
indignities, the Scots were never at any period 
more attached to France, or more alienated from 
Englandk. The 

k The violence of national hatred between the Englilh 
and Scots, in the fixteenth century, was fuch as can hardly 
be conceived by their pofterity. A proof of the fierce re- 
fentment of the Scots is contained in the note, on pages 109 
and 110. The initrudtions of the privy council of .England 

to 
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The earl of Lennox alone, in fpite to the re- 

gent and French king, continued a correfpondence 
with 

to the earl of Hertford, who commanded the fleet and army 
which invaded Scotland A. D. 1544, are dilated by a na- 
tional an/moflty no lefs exceflive. 1 found them in the col- 
leftion of papers belonging to the duke of Hamilton, and 
they merit publication, as they exhibit a ttriking picture of 
the fpirit of that period. 
cIbe Lords of the Council to the Earl of Hertford, lieutenant in 

Scotland, April 10, J 544. 
The inltruflion begins with obferving, that the king had 

originally intended to fortify Leith, and keep pofl'eflion of 
it; but, after ma'ure deliberation, he had fi ally determined 
not to make any fettlement in Scotland at prefent, and there- 
fore he is directed not to make any fortification at Leith, or 
any other place 

“ But only for that journey to put all to fire and fword, 
burn Edinburgh town, fo ufed and defaced, that when you 
have gotten what you can of it, it may remain for ever a 
perpetual memory of the vengeance of God lightened upon 
it, for their falihood and difloyalty. Do what you can out 
of hand, and without long tarrying to beat down or over- 
throw the caflle ; lack houfes and as many towns and 
villages about Edinburgh as ye may conveniently. Sack 
Leith, and fubvert it, and all the reft, putting man, woman, 
and child to fire and fword, without exception, when any 
refiftance ftiali be made againft you ; and this done, pafs 
over to the Fifeland, and extend like extremities and de- 
ftruClion to all towns and villages whereunto you may reach 
conveniently ; not forgetting, amongft all the reft fo to fpoil 
and turn upfide down the cardinal’s town St. Andrew’s, as 
the upper fort may be the nether, and not one Jloke ftand 
upon another, fparir.g no creature alive within the fame, 
fpecially fuch as either in friendlhip or blood be allied unto 
the cardinal ; and if ye fee any likelyhood to win the caftle 
give fome ftout eftay to the fame, and if it be your fortune 
to get it, raze and deftroy it piece-meal; and after this fort, 
fpending one month there, fpoiling and deftroying as afore- 
faid, with the wife forefight that hismajefty doubteth not ye 

will 
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with England, which ruined his own intereft, 
without promoting Henry’s1. Many of his own 
vaffals, preferring their duty to their country be- 
fore their affection to him, refufed to concur in 
any defign to favour the public enemy. After a 
few feeble and unfuccefsful attempts to difturb 
the regent’s adminiftration, he was obliged to 
fly for fafety to the court of England, where 
Henry rewarded fervices which he had the in- 
clination, but not the power to perform, by 
giving him in marriage his niece the lady Mar- 
garet Douglas. This unhappy exile, however, 
was deftined to be the father of a race of 
kings. He faw his fon, lord Darnley, mount 
the throne of Scotland, to the perpetual exclu- 
flon of that rival, who now triumphed in his 
ruin. From that time his pofterity have held 
the fceptre in two kingdoms, by one of which 
he was call out as a criminal, and by the other 
received as a fugitive. 

Meanwhile hoftilities were continued by both- 
nations, but with little vigour on either fide. 

will ufe that your enemies take no advantage of you, and 
that you enterprize nothing but what you (hall fee may be 
eafily atchieved, his majelly thinketh verily, and fo all we, 
ye (hall find this/'urnry fucceedeth this way molt to his ma- 
jesty’s honour,” fifr. 

Thefe barbarous orders feem to have been executed with 
a rigorous and unfeeling exadtnefs, as appears from a feries 
of letters from lord Hertford, in the fame collefrion, giving 
a full account of all his operations in Scotland. They con- 
tain feveral curious particulars, not mentioned by the writers 
of that age, and with which both the hiltorians of the city 
of Edinburgh were unacquainted j out they are of too great 
length to be inferted here, 

h Rymer, xv. p. aa. 
The 
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The hiftorians of that age relate minutely the 
circumftances of feveral Ikirmilhes and inroads, 
which, as they did not produce any confxderable 
effedt, at this didance of time deferve no remem- 
brance1'1. At lad an end was put to this lan- 

guid 
m Though this war was diftinguiflied by no important or 

decifive adtion, it was, however, extremely ruinous to indivi- 
duals. There (till remain two original papers, which give 
us fome idea of the mileries to which fome of the moft fer- 
tile counties in the kingdom were expofed, by the fudden and 
dedrudtive incurlions of the borderers. The firft feems to 
be the report made to Henry by the Englilh wardens of the 
marches for the year 1 544, and contains their exploits from 
the ad of July to the 17th of November. The account it 
gives of the different inroads, or Forrays, as they are called, 
is very minute: and in conclufion, the fum total of mif- 
chief they did is thus computed : 

Towns, towers, ftedes, barnekyns, parifhe-churches, 
badel-houfes, call down or burnt 

Scots (lain 
Prifoners taken 
Nolt, i. e. horned cattle, taken 
Sheep - - - 
Nags and geldings 
Goats - - 
Bolls of corn 
Infight gear, i. e. houfehold furniture, not reckoned. 

Haynes’s State Papers, 43. 

- 19s 
403 
8i(> 

10,386 
12,491 

■ 
200 
850 

The other contains an account of an inroad by the earl of 
Hertford, between the 8th and 23d of September, 1545 ; the 
narrative is more general, but it appears that he had burnt, 
rafed, and deftroyed, in the counties of Berwick and Rox- 
burgh only, 

Monatteries and Friar-houfes - 7 
Cattles, towers, and piles - - 16 
Market towns - - .5 
Villages - - 243 
Milns - - - 13 
Hofpitals - - - 3 

All VOL, I. I 
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guid and inaftive war, by a peace, in which 
England, France, and Scotland were compre- 
hended. Henry laboured to exclude the Scots 
from the benefit of this treaty, and to referve 
them for that vengeance which his attention 
to the affairs on the continent had hitherto 
delayed. But although a peace with England 
was of the lafl confequence to Francis E whom 
the emperor was preparing to attack with all 
his forces, he was too generous to abandon 
allies who had ferved him with fidelity, and he 
chofe rather to purchafe Henry’s friendfhip with 
difadvantage to himfelf, than to leave them ex- 
pofed to danger. By yielding fome things to 
the intereft, and more to the vanity of that 
haughty prince ; by fubmiffion, flattery, and 
addrefs, he at length prevailed to have the Scots 
included in the peace agreed upon. 

An event which happened a ihort time before 
the conclufion of this peace, rendered it more 
acceptable to the whole nation. Cardinal Bea- 
toun had not ufed his power with moderation, 
equal to the prudence by which he attained it. 
Notwithftanding his great abilities, he had too 
many of the paflions and prejudices of an 
angry leader of a faction, to govern a divided 
people with temper. His refentment againft 
one party of the nobility, his infolence towards 
the reft, his feverity to the reformers ; and, 
above all, the barbarous and illegal execution of 

All thefe were call down or burnt. Haynes, 52. As the 
Scots were no lets Ikilful in the pra&ice of irregular war, we 
may conclude that the damage which they did in England 
was not inconfiderabie ; and that their raids were no lets 
wafteful than the farrays of the Englilh. 

the 
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the famous George Wifhart, a man of honour- 
able birth and of primitive fanftity, wore out 
the patience of a fierce age ; and nothing but 
a bold hand was wanting to gratify the public 
wi(h by his deftruction. Private revenge, in- 
flamed and fanctitied by a falfe zeal for religion, 
quickly fupplied this want. Norman Lefly, 
the eldeft fon of the earl of Rothes, had been 
treated by the cardinal with injuflice and con- 
tempt. It was not the temper of the man, or 
the fpirit of the times, quietly to digeft an 
affront. As the profellion of his adverfary 
fcreened him from the effefts of what is called 
an honourable refentment, he refolved to take 
that fatisfaction which he could not demand. 
This refolution deferves as much cenfure, as the 
Angular courage and conduft with which he put 
it in execution excite wonder. The cardinal at 
that time reflded in the caftle of St. Andrew’s, 
which he had fortified at great expenee, and, in 
the opinion of the age, had rendered it impreg- 
nable. His retinue was numerous, the town at 
his devotion, and the neighbouring country full 
of his dependents. In this fituation, fixteen 
perfons undertook to furprize his caftle, and to 
aflaffinate himfelf; and their fuccefs' was equal 
to the boldnefs of the attempt. Early in the 
morning [May 29, 1546] they feized on the 
gate of the caftle, which was fet open to the 
workmen who were employed in finifhing the 
fortifications ; and having placed Gentries at the 
door of the cardinal’s apartment, they awakened 
his numerous domeftics one by one, and turning 
them out of the caftle, they, without noife or 
tumult, or violence to any other perfon, deli- 

l 2 vered 
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vered their country, though by a mofl: unjufti- 
fiable adtion, from an ambitious man, whofe 
pride was infupportable to the nobles, as his 
cruelty and cunning were great checks to the 
Reformation. 

His death was fatal to the catholic religion, 
and to the French intereft in Scotland. The 
fame zeal for both continued among a great 
party in the nation; but when deprived of the 
genius and authority of fo ikilful a leader, ope- 
rated with lefs effedt. Nothing can equal the 
confternation which a blow fo unexpedted occa- 
fioned among fuch as were attached to him ; 
while the regent fecretly enjoyed an event, which 
removed out of his way a rival, who had not 
only eclipfed his greatnefs, but almoft extin- 
guifhed his power. Decency, however, the 
honour of the church, the importunity of the 
queen dowager and her adherents, his engage- 
ments with France, and above all thefe, the 
tie lire of recovering his eldeil fon, whom the 
cardinal had detained for fome time at Saint 
Andrew’s, in pledge of his fidelity, and who, 
together with the caftle, had fallen into the 
hands of the confpirators, induced him to take 
arms, in order to revenge the death of a man 
whom he hated. 

He threatened vengeance, but was unable to 
execute it. One part of military fcience, the 
art of attacking fortified places, was then im- 
perfectly underftood in Scotland. The weapons, 
the difcipline, and impetuofity of the Scots, 
rendered their armies as unfit for fieges, as they 
were active in the field. An hundred and fifty 
men, which was the greatell number the confpi- 

rators 
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rators ever afiembled, refilled all the efforts of the 
regent for five months”, in a place which a fingle 
battalion, with a few battering cannon, would 
now reduce in a few hours. This tedious fiege 
was concluded by a truce. The regent under- 
took to procure for the confpirators an abfolu- 
tion from the pope, and a pardon in parliament; 
and upon obtaining thefe, they engaged to fur- 
render the caftle, and to fet his fon at liberty. 

It is probable, that neither of them were 
fincere in this treaty. On both fides they fought 
only to amufe, and to gain time. The regent 
had applied to France for afiillance, andexpedted 
foon to have the confpirators at mercy. On the 
other hand, if Telly and his affociates were not 
at firff incited by Henry to murder the cardinal, 
they were, in the fequel, powerfully fupported 
by him. Notwithftanding the filence of con- 
temporary hiltorians, there are violent prefump- 
tior.s of the former; of the latter there is 
undoubted certainty0. During the fiege, the 
confpirators had received from England fupplies 
both of money and proviiions; and as Henry 
was preparing to renew his propofals concerning 
the marriage and the union he had projected, 
and to fecond his negotiations with a numerous 
army, they hoped, by concurring with him, to 
be in a fituation in which they would no longer 
need a pardon, but might claim a reward P. 

The 
B Epift. Reg. Scot. z. 379. 0 Keith, 60. 
P In the firlt edition of this work, I exprefl'ed my lufpi- 

cion of a correfpondence between the murderers of cardinal 
Beatoun and Henry VIII. prior to their committing that 
irime. In the papers of duke Hamilton is contained the 
deareft evidence of this, which I pubiifh not only to eftablilh 

L 3 that 
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The death of Henry blafted all thefe hopes. 

It happened in the beginning of next year, 
[January 

that fait, but as an additional confirmation of the remarks 
which 1 made upon the fequencyof aflaffination in that 
age, and the flight opinion which men entertained concern- 
ing it. 

’The Earl of Hertford to the King's Majefly, HewcaJUe, 
April 17, 154+. 

Pleafeth your highnefs to upderfand, that this day ar- 
rived with me the earl of Hertford, a Scottifhman called 
Wifliert, and brough. me a letter from the lord of Brinftone 
[i. e. Crichton laird of Brunliane] which 1 fend your high- 
nefs herewith, and according to his requeft, have taken or- 
der for the repair of the faid Wifliert to your majefly by 
pofi, both for the delivery of fuch letters as he hath to your 
majefty from: the find Brinftone, and alfo for the declatation 
of his credence, which, as I perceive by him, confifteth in two 
points, one that the lord of Grange, la'e treafurer of Scot- 
land, the mafter of Rothes, the earl of Rothes’ eldeft fon, 
and John Chaiteris, would attempt either to apprehend or 
flay the cardinal, at f me time when he ihall pafs through 
the Fifeland, as he doth fundry times in his way to St. An- 
drew’?, and in cafe they can fi> apprehend him, will deliver 
him unto y ur majefty, which attemplate, he faith, they 
would enterprize, if they knew your majefty’s pleafure 
therein, and what fupportation and maintainance your ma- 
jefty would minifter unto them, after the execution of the 
fame, in cafe they ftiould be purfued by any of their enemies; 
the other is, that in cafe your majefty would grant unto them 
s convenient entertainment to keep a toco or xjco men in 
wages fora month or two, they journeying with the power of 
the earl marital, the faid mafter of Rothes, the laird of Col- 
der, and other the lord triends, will take upon them, 
at fuch time as your majefty’s aimy fh.dl be in Scotland, to 
deftroy the abbey and town of Arbroa h, being the cardi- 
nal’s, and all the other biihops houfes and countries on that 
fide of the water theieabout, and to apprehend all thofe 
which they fay be the principal impugnators of amity be- 
tween England and Scotland y for which they (hall have a 
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[January 28, 1547*] after a reign of greater 
fplendour than true glory ; buftling rather than 
aftive ; oppreffive in domeilic government, and 
in foreign politics wild and irregular. But the 
vices of this prince were more beneficial to man- 
kind, than the virtues of others. His rapaci- 
oufnefs, his profufion, and even his tyranny, by 
depreffing the ancient nobility, and by adding 
new property and power to the commons, laid or 
ftrengthened the foundations of the Englifh 
liberty. His other paffions contributed no lefs 
towards the downfal of popery, and the eltablifh- 
ment of religious freedom in the nation. His 
refentment led him to abolifh the power, and his 
covetoufnefs to feize the wealth, of the church ; 
and, by withdrawing thefe fupports, made it 
eafy, in the following reign, to overturn the 
whole fabric of fuperliition. 

good opportunity, as they fay, when the power of the faid 
bifhops and abbots ihall refort towards Edinburgh to refill 
your majedy’s army. And for the execution of thefe things, 
the faid Wifhert faith, that the earl marlhal aforenamed, and 
others, will capitulate with your majelty in writing, under 
their hands and feals, afire they Ihall defire any fupply or aid 
of money at your majefty’s hands. This is the eftefl of his 
credence, with fundry other advertifements of the great di- 
vifion that is at this prefent within the realm of Scotland, 
which we doubt not he will declaie unto your majelly at 
good length. Hamilton, MSS- vol. iii. p 3S. 

N. B. Th;s is the le ter of which Dr. Mackenzie, vol. iii. 
p. 18. and Biihop Keith, Hill. p. 44. publilhed a fragment. 
It does not authorize us to conclude that Mr. George Wifh- 
art, known by the name of the Martyr, was the perfon who 
reforted to the earl of Hertford, it vaas more probably John 
Wifliart of Pitarrow, the chief of that name, a man of abi- 
lities, zealoully attached to the reformed dodlrine, and deeply 
engaged in all the intrigues and operations of that bufy 
period. Keith, 96. 117. J19. 315, 

Francis 
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Francis I. did not long furvive a prince, who 

had been alternately his rival and his friend ; bgt 
his fucceffor, Henry II., was not negle&ful of 
the French intereft in Scotland. He fent a 
confiderable body of men, under the command of 
Leon Strozzi, to the regent’s afliftance. By 
their long experience in the Italian and German 
wars, the French had become as dexterous in 
the conduft of fieges, as the Scots were ig- 
norant ; and as the boldnefs and defpair of 
the confpirators could not defend them againit 
the fuperior art of thefe new affailants, they, 
after a fhort refiftance, furrendered to Strozzi, 
who engaged, in the name of the king his 
mafter, for the fecurity of their lives ; and, as 
his prifoners, tranfported them into France. 
The callle itfelf, the monument of Beatoun’s 
power and vanity, was demolilhed, in obedience 
to the canon law, which, with admirable policy, 
denounces its anathemas even againit the houfes 
in which the facred blood of a cardinal happens 
to be ihed, and ordains them to be laid in ruins 9. 

The archbiihop of St. Andrew’s was bellow- 
ed by the regent upon his natural brother, John 
Hamilton, abbot of Paifley. 

The delay of a few weeks would have faved 
the confpirators. Thofe miniilers of Henry VIII. 
who had the chief direction of affairs during the 
minority of his fon Edward VI. conducted 
themfelves with regard to Scotland, by the max- 
ims of their late mafter, and refolved to frighten 
the Scots into a treaty, which they had not abi- 
lities or addrefs to bring about by any other 
method. 

q Bum, Hift. Ref. i. 338, 
But 
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But before we proceed to relate the events 

which their invafion of Scotland occafioned, we 
lhall flop to take notice of a circumllance unob- 
ferved by contemporary hiftorians, but extremely 
remarkable for the difcovery it makes of the 
fentiments and fpirit which then prevailed among 
the Scots. The confpirators againft Cardinal 
Beatoun found the regent’s eldeft fon in the 
caftle of St. Andrew’s ; and as they needed the 
protection of the Engliih, it was to be feared 
that they might endeavour to purchafe it, by 
delivering to them this important prize. The 
prefumptive heir to the crown in the hands of 
the avowed enemies of the kingdom, was a 
dreadful profpeft. In order to avoid it, the 
parliament fell upon a very extraordinary expe- 
dient. By an atf made on purpofe, they ex- 
cluded “ the regent’s eldeft fon from all right 
“ of fuccefiion, public or private, fo long as he 
“ Ihould be detained a prifonei', and fubifituted 
“ in his place his other brothers, according to 
“ their feniority, and in failure of them, thofe 
“ who were next heirs to the regentb” Suc- 
ceffion by hereditary right is an idea fo obvious 
and fo popular, that a nation feldom ventures to 
make a breach in it, but in cafes of extreme ne- 
ceffity. Such a neceflity did the parliament 
difcover in the prefent fituation. Hatred to 
England, founded on the memory of paft hof- 
tilities, and heightened by the fmart of re- 
cent injuries, was the national pafiion. This 
diftated that uncommon ftatute, by which the 
order of lineal fuccefiion was fo remarkably 

r Epift. Reg. Scot. 2. 359. 
broken. 
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broken. The modern theories, which reprefent 
this right as divine and unalienable, and that 
ought not to be violated upon any conlideration 
whatfoever, feem to have been then altogether 
unknown. 

In the beginning of September, the earl of 
Hertford, now duke of Somerfet, and protettor 
of England, entered Scotland at the head of 
eighteen thoufand men, and, at the fame time, 
a fleet of fixty fhips appeared on the coaft to fe- 
cond his land forces. The Scots had for fome 
time obfcrvcd this ftorm gathering, and were 
prepared for it. Their army was almoft double 
to that of the enemy, and polled to the greateft 
advantage, on a riling ground, above Mufiel- 
burgh, not far from the banks of the river Elke. 
Both thefe circumllances alarmed the duke of 
Somerfet, who faw his danger, and would will- 
ingly have extricated himfelf out of it, by a new 
overture of peace, on conditions extremely rea- 
fonable. But this moderation being imputed to 
fear, his propofals were rejected with that fcorn 
which the confidence of fuccefs infpires ; and if 
the conduct of the regent, who commanded the 
Scottilh army, had been in any degree equal to 
his confidence, the deflruftion of the Englilh 
mull have been inevitable. They were in a 
fituation precifely fimilar to that of their coun- 
trymen under Oliver Cromwell in the following 
century. The Scots had chofen their ground 
fo well, that it was impolfible to force them to 
give battle; a few days had exhaulled the fo- 
rage and provifion of a narrow country ; the 
fleet could only furnilh a fcanty and precarious 
fubfillence; a retreat therefore was necelfary ; 

but 
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but difgrace, and perhaps ruin, were the confe- 
quences of retreating. 

On both thefe occafions, the national heat 
and impetuofity of the Scots faved the Englifli, 
and precipitated their own country into the ut- 
mofl: danger. The undifciplined courage of the 
private men became impatient at the fight of an 
enemy. The general was afraid of nothing, 
but that the Englifh might efcape from him by 
flight; and leaving his llrong camp, he attacked 
the duke of Somerfet near Pinkey, [Septem- 
ber 10, 1547,] with no better fuccefs than his 
rafhnefs deferred. The proteftor had drawn up 
his troops on a gentle eminence, and had now 
the advantage of ground on his fide. The Scot- 
tifh army confifted almoft entirely of infantry, 
whofe chief weapon was a long fpear, and for 
that reafon their files were very deep, and their 
ranks clofe. They advanced towards the enemy 
in three great bodies, and, as they palled the 
river, were confiderably expofed to the fire of 
the Englifh fleet, which lay in the bay of Muf- 
felburgh, and had drawn near the fliore. The 
Engliih cavalry, flulhed with an advantage which 
they had gained in a fldrmilh fome days before, 
began the attack with more impetuofity than 
good condudt. A body fo firm and compaft as 
the Scots eafily refilled the imprelfion of cavalry, 
broke them, and drove them off the field. The- 
Englilh infantry, however, advanced, and the 
Scots were at once expofed to a flight of arrows, 
to a fire in flank from four hundred foreign fu- 
fileers who ferved the enemy, and to their can- 
non, which were planted behind the infantry on 
the highefl; part of the eminence. The depth 

and 



120 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. II. 
and clofenefs of their order making it impoffible 
for the Scots to hand long in this fituation, the 
earl of Angus, who commanded the vanguard, 
endeavoured to change his ground, and to retire 
towards the main body. But his friends unhap- 
pily miitook his motion for a flight, and fell into 
confufion. At that very inftant, the broken 
cavalry, having rallied, returned to the charge ; 
the foot purfued the advantage they had gained; 
the proipeft of viftory redoubled the ardour of 
both : and in a moment the rout of the Scottilh 
army became univerfal and irretrievable. The 
encounter in the field was not long nor bloody ; 
but in the purfuit, the Englifh difcovered all the 
rage and fiercenefs which national antipathy, 
kindled by long emulation, and inflamed by re- 
ciprocal injuries, is apt to infpire. The purfuit 
was continued for five hours, and to a great dif- 
tance. All the three roads by which the Scots 
fled, were ftrewed with fpears, and fwords, and 
targets, and covered with the bodies of the llain. 
Above ten thoufand men fell on this day, one of 
the moft fatal Scotland had ever feen. A few 
were taken prifoners, and among thefe fome per- 
fons of diftinttion. The protector had it now in 
his power to become mailer of a kingdom, out 
of which, not many hours before, he was almoit 
obliged to retire with infamy s. 

But 
s The following pafiage in a curious and rare journal 

of the protedtor’s expedition into Scotland, written by W. 
Patten, who was joined in commifiion with Cecil, as judge 
martial of the army, and printed in 1548, deferves our no- 
tice; as it gives ajull idea of the military difcipline of the 

- Scots at that time. “ But what after 1 learned, fpecially 
touching their order, their armour, and their manner as veil 

1 
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But this vi&ory, however great, was of no 

real utility, for want of fkill or of leifure to im- 
prove it. Every new injury rendered the Scots 
more averfe from an union with England ; and 
the protedlor neglected the only meafure which 
would have made it necelfary for them to have 
given their confent to it. He amufed himfelf 
in walling the open country, and in taking or 
building feveral petty caftles ; whereas, by for- 
tifying a few places which were aceeffible by fea, 

of going to offend, as of (far,ding to defend, I have thought 
neceffary here to utter. Hackbutters have they few or none, 
and appoint their fight molt commonly always a-foot. They 
come to the field well furniflied all with jack and fkull, dag- 
ger and buckler, and (words all broad and thin, of exceeding 
good temper, and univerfally fo made to fiice, that as I never 
law none fo good, fo I think it hard to devife the better. 
Hereto every man his pike, and a great kercher wrapped 
twice or thrice about his neck, not for cold, but for cutting. 
In their array towards joining with the enemy, they cling 
and thruft fo near in the fore tank, fhoulder and (houlder to- 
gether, with their pikes in both their hands ftraight afore 
them, and their followers in that order fo hard at their backs, 
laying their pikes over their foiegoers fhoulders, that, if they 
do affail undifeovered, no force can well withfiand them. 
Standing at defence they thruft fhoulders likewife fo nigh 
together, the fore ranks well nigh to kneeling, ftoop low be- 
fore, their fellows behind holding their pikes with both hands, 
and therewith in the left their bucklers, the one end of their 
pike againft their right foot, and the other againft the enemy 
breaft-high; their followers crofting their pike points with 
them forward ; snd thus each with other fo nigh as fpace and 
place will fuffer, through the whole ward, fo thick, that as 
eafily ftiall a bare finger pierce through the fkin of an angry 
hedge-hog, as any encounter the front of their pikes.” Other 
curious particulars are found in this journal, from which fir 
John Hayward has borrowed his account of this expedition. 

Life of Edward VI. 279, &c. 
The length of the Scotch pike or fpear was appointed by 

Aft 44 P. 1471, to be fix ells; i. e. eighteen feet fix inches. 
he VOL. I. M 
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he would have laid the kingdom open to the 
Englilh, and, in a fhort time, the Scots mull ei- 
ther have accepted of his terms, or have fubmitted 
to his power. By fuch an improvement of it, 
the vitlory at Dunbar gave Cromwell the com- 
mand of Scotland. The battle of Pinkey had no 
other effeft but to precipitate the Scots into new 
engagements with France. The lituation of the 
Englilh court may, indeed, be pleaded in excufe 
for the duke of Somerfet’s conduct. That cabal 
of his enemies, which occafioned his tragical end, 
was already formed ; and while he triumphed in 
Scotland, they fecretly undermined his power 
and credit at home. Self-prefervation, there- 
fore, obliged him to prefer his fafety before his 
fame, and to return without reaping the fruits of 
his victory. At this time, however, the cloud 
blew over ; the confpiracy by which he fell was 
not yet ripe for execution ; and his prefence fuf- 
pended its effects for fome time. The fupreme 
power Hill remaining in his hands, he employed 
it to recover the opportunity which he had loll 
A body of troops, by his command, feized and 
fortified Haddingtoun [April, 1548], a place 
which, on account of its diltance from the fea, 
and from any Englilh garrifon, could not be de- 
fended without great expence and danger. 

Meanwhile the French gained more by the 
defeat of their allies, than the Englilh by their 
victory. After the death of cardinal Beatoun, 
Mary of Guife, the queen dowager, took a con- 
liderable lhare in the direction of affairs. She 
was warmly attached by blood, and by inclim- 
tion, to the French interell: and, in order to 
promote it, improved with great dexterity every 

event 
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event which occurred. The fpirit and ftrength of 
the Scots were broken at Pinkey ; and in an af- 
fembly of nobles which met at Stirling to confult 
upon the fituation of the kingdom, all eyes were 
turned towards France, no profpeft of fafety ap- 
pearing but in affiftance from that quarter. But 
Henry II. being then at peace with England, the 
queen reprefented that they could not expect 
him to take part in their quarrel, but upon views 
of perfonal advantage ; and that without extra- 
ordinary conceflions in his favour, no aflifiance, 
in proportion to their prefent exigencies, could 
be obtained. The prejudices of the nation 
powerfully feconded thefe reprefentations of the 
queen. What often happens to individuals, took 
place among the nobles in this convention; they 
were fwayed entirely by their pafiions; and in 
order to gratify them, they deferted their former 
principles, and difregarded their true intereft. 
In the violence of refentment, they forgot that 
zeal for the independence of Scotland, which 
had prompted them to reject the propofals of 
Henry VIII.; and by offering, voluntarily, their 
young queen in marriage to the dauphin, eldeft 
fon of Henry II., and, which was ftill more, by 
propofing to fend her immediately into France to 
be educated at his court, they granted, from a 
thirft of vengeance, what formerly they would 
not yield upon any confideration of their own 
fafety. To gain at once fuch a kingdom as 
Scotland, was a matter of no fmall confequence 
to France. Henry, without hefitation, accepted 
the offers of the Scottifh ambaffadors, and pre- 
pared for the vigorous defence of his new acqui- 
iition. Six thoufand veteran foldiers, under the 

m 2 com- 
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command of Monfieur Defse, afTiiled by feme of 
the belt officers who were formed in the long wars 
of Francis I. arrived at Leith. They ferVed two 
campaigns in Scotland,with a fpirit equal to their 
former fame. But their exploits were not con- 
fiderable. The Scots, foon becoming jealous of 
their defigns, neglefted to fupport them with 
proper vigour. The caution of the Engliffi, in 
acting wholly upon the defenfive, prevented the 
French from attempting any enterprife of con- 
fequence ; and obliged them to exhauft their 
ftrength in tedious fieges, undertaken under many 
difadvantages. Their efforts, however, were not 
without fome benefit to the Scots, by compel- 
ling the Engliffi to evacuate Haddingtoun, and 
to furrender feveral fmall forts which they pof- 
feffed in different parts of the kingdom. 

But the effedf^ of thefe operations of his troops 
were ftill of greater importance to the French 
king. The diverfion which they occafioned en- 
abled him to wreft Boulogne out of the hands 
of the Engliffi; and the influence of his army in 
Scotland obtained the concurrence of parliament 
with the overtures which had been made to him, 
by the affembly of nobles at Stirling, concerning 
the queen’s marriage with the dauphin, and her 
education in the court of France. In vain did a 
few patriots remonftrate againit fuch extravagant 
conceffions, by which Scotland was reduced to be 
a province of France ; and Flenry, from an ally, 
railed to be mafter of the kingdom ; by which 
the friendffiip of France became more fatal than 
the enmity of England ; and every thing was 
fondly given up to the one, that had been bravely 
defended againft the other. A point of fo much 

confe- 
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confequence was haftily decided m a parliament af- 
fembled in the camp before Haddingtoun [June 5, 
1548]: the intrigues of the queen dowager, the 
zeal of the clergy, and refentment againftEngland, 
had prepared a great party in the nation for fuch a 
Hep; the French general and ambaffador, by their 
liberality and promifes, gained over many more. 
The regent himfelf was weak enough to Hoop 
to the offer of a penffon from France, together 
with the title of duke of Chatelherault in that 
kingdom. A confiderable majority declared for 
the treaty, and the intereft of a facfion was pre- 
ferred before the honour of the nation. 

Having hurried the Scots into this rafh and 
fatal refblution, the fource of many calamities 
to themfelves and to their fovereign, the French 
allowed them no time for reflection or repent- 
ance. The fleet which had brought over their 
forces was ftill in Scotland, and without delay 
convoyed the queen into France. Mary was 
then fix years old, and by her education in that 
court, one of the politeft but molt corrupted in 
Europe, fhe acquired every accomplifhment that 
could add to her charms as a woman, and con- 
tracted many of thofe prejudices which occa- 
fioned her misfortunes as a queen. 

From the time that Mary was put into their 
hands, it was the intereft of the French to fuffer 
war in Scotland to languifti. The recovery of 
the Boulonnois was the object which the French 
king had moft at heart; but a flight diveriion in 
Britain was fufficient to divide the attention and 
ftrength of the Englilh, whofe domeftic factions 
deprived both their arms and councils of their 
accuftomed vigour. The government of Eng- 

m 3 land 
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land had undergone a great revolution. The duke 
of Somerfet’s power had been acquired with too 
much violence, and was exercifed with too little 
moderation, to be of long continuance. Many- 
good qualities, added to g: eat love of his country, 
could not atone for his ambition in ufurping the 
foie direction of affairs. Some of the moil eminent 
courtiers combined againil him ; and the earl of 
Warwick, their leader, no lefs ambitious but 
more artful than Somerfet, conducted his mea- 
fures with fo much dexterity as to raife himfelf 
upon the ruins of his rival. Without the invi- 
dious name of protedlor, he fucceeded to all the 
power and influence of which Somerfet was de- 
prived, and he quickly found peace to be necef- 
fary for the eftablifliment of his new authority, 
and the execution of the vail defigns he had con- 
ceived. 

Henry- was no ftranger toWarwick’s iituation, 
and improved his knowledge of it to good pur- 
pofe, in conducting the negociations for a gene- 
ral peace. He prefcribed what terms he pleafed 
to the Englilh miniiler, who fcrupled at nothing, 
however advantageous to that monarch and his 
allies [March 24, 1550]. England confented to 
reitore Boulogne and its dependencies to France, 
and gave up all preteniions to a treaty of mar- 
riage with the queen of Scots, or to the conquell 
of her country. A few fmall forts, of which the 
Engliih troops had hitherto kept poifeifion, were 
rafed; and peace between the two kingdoms was 
eilabliihed on its ancient foundation. 

Both the Britiih nations loil power, as well as 
reputation, by this unhappy quarrel. It was 
on both fides a war of emulation and refentment, 

rather 
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rather than of intereft ; and was carried on under 
the influence of national animofities, which were 
blind to all advantages. The French, who en- 
tered into it with greater coolnefs, conduced it 
with more fkill; and by dexteroufly availing 
themfelves of every circumftance which occur- 
red, recovered poffeflion of an important territory 
which they had loft, and added to their monarchy 
a new kingdom. The ambition of the Englifh mi- 
nifter betrayed to them the former; the incon- 
fiderate rage of the Scots againft their ancient 
enemies beftowed on them the latter ; their own 
addrefs and good policy merited both. 

Immediately after the conclufion of the peace, 
the French forces left Scotland, as much to their 
own fatisfaftion, as to that of the nation. The 
Scots foon found, that the calling to their afiift- 
ance, a people more powerful than themfelves, 
was a dangerous expedient. They beheld, with 
the utmoft impatience, thofe who had come over 
to proteft the kingdom, taking upon them to 
command in it; and on many occalions they re- 
pented the rafh invitation which they had given. 
The peculiar genius of the French nation 
heightened this difguft, and prepared the Scots 
to throw off the yoke, before they had well 
begun to feel it. The French’were, in that age, 
what they are in the prefent, one of the molt 
polished nations in Europe. But it is to be ob- 
ferved, in all their expeditions into foreign 
countries, whether towards the fouth or north, 
that their manners have been remarkably incom- 
patible with the manners of every other people. 
Barbarians are tenacious of their own cuftoms, 
beeaufe they want knowledge and tafte to dif- 

cover 
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cover the reafonabienefs and propriety of cuf- 
toms which differ from them. Nations, which 
hold the firfl rank in politenefs, are frequently 
no lefs tenacious out of pride. The Greeks 
were fo in the ancient world; and the French 
are the fame in the modern. Full of them- 
felves ; flattered by the imitation of their neigh- 
bours ; and accuftomed to confider their own 
modes as the ftandards of elegance; they fcorn 
to difguife, or to lay aiide, the diftinguifhing 
manners of their own nation, or to make any 
allowance for what may differ from them among 
others. For this reafon, the behaviour of their 
armies has, on every occafion, been infupport- 
able to ftrangers, and has always expofed them 
to hatred, and often to deffruttion. In that 
age they over-ran Italy four feveral times by 
their valour, and loft it as often by their info- 
lence. The Scots, naturally an irafcible and 
high-fpirited people, and who, of all nations, 
can leaf! bear the moft diftant inlinuation of 
contempt, were not of a temper to admit all the 
pretenfions of fuch affuming guefts. The fymp- 
toms of alienation were foon vilible; they le- 
conded the military operations of the French 
troops with the utmoft coldnefs; their difguft 
grew infenlibly to a degree of indignation that 
could hardly be reftrained ; and on occafion of a 
very flight accident, broke out with fatal vio- 
lence. A private French foldier engaging in an 
idle quarrel with a citizen of Edinburgh, both 
nations took arms, with equal rage, in defence 
of their countrymen. The provoft of Edin- 
burgh, his fon, and feveral citizens of diftindlion, 
were killed in the fray; and the French were 
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obliged to avoid the fury of the inhabitants, by 
retiring out of the city. Notvvithftanding the 
ancient alliance of France and Scotland, and the 
long intercourfe of good offices between the 
two nations, an averfion for the French took its 
rife at this time among the Scots, the effects 
whereof were deeply felt, and operated power- 
folly through the fobfequent period. 

From the death of cardinal Beatoun nothing 
has been faid of the ftate of religion. While 
the war with England continued, the clergy had 
■no leifure to moleft the proteftants; and they 
were not yet confiderable enough to expect any 
thing more than connivance and impunity. The 
new doctrines were ftill in their infancy ; but 
during this ffiort interval of tranquillity, they 
acquired ftrengtb, and advanced by large and 
firm Heps towards a full eltabliffiment in the 
kingdom. The firft preachers againft popeiy 
in Scotland, of whom feveral had appeared 
during the reign of James V., were more eminent 
for zeal and piety than for learning. Their ac- 
quaintance with the principles of the reforma- 
tion was partial, and at fecond hand; fome of 
them had been educated in England; all of 
them had borrowed their notions from the books 
publiffied there; and in the firft dawn of the 
new light they did not venture far before their 
leaders. But in a (hort time the doctrines and 
writings of the foreign reformers became gene- 
rally known ; the inquifitive genius of the age 
preffed forward in queft of truth ; the difcovery 
of one error opened the way to others ; the 
downfal of one impofture drew many after it ; 
the whole fabric which ignorance and fuperfti- 
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tion had erefted in times of darknefs began to 
totter ; and nothing was wanting to complete its 
ruin, but a daring and aftive leader to direct the 
attack. Such was the famous John Knox, 
who, with better qualifications of learning, and 
more extenfive views, than any of his predecef- 
fors in Scotland, polfelTed a natural intrepidity 
of mind, which fet him above fear. He began 
his public miniftry at St. Andrew’s in the 
year one thoufand five hundred and forty-feven, 
with that fuccefs which always accompanies a 
bold and popular eloquence. Inftead of amufing 
himfelf with lopping the branches, he ftruck di- 
rectly at the root of popery, and attacked both 
the doCtrine and difcipline of the ellablilhed 
church, with a vehemence peculiar to himfelf, 
but admirably fuited to the temper and withes of 
the age. 

An adverfary fo formidable as Knox, would 
not have eafily cfcaped the rage of the clergy, 
who obferved the tendency and progrefs of his 
opinions with the utmoft concern. But, at firft, 
he retired for fafety into the caftle of St. An- 
drew’s, and while the confpirators kept pofief- 
fion of it, preached publicly under their pro- 
tection. The great revolution in England, 
which followed upon the death of Henry VIII. 
contributed no lefs than the zeal of Knox to- 
wards demolifhing the popifh church in Scotland. 
Henry had loofened the chains, and lightened 
the yoke of popery. The minifters of his fon 
Edward VI.call them oft altogether,and eftablifti- 
ed the proteftant religion upon almoft the fame 
footing whereon it now Hands in that kingdom. 
The influence of this example reached Scotland, 
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and the happy efFefts of ecclefiaftical liberty in 
one nation, infpired the other with an equal de- 
fire of recovering it. The reformers had, hi- 
therto, been obliged to conduct themfelves with 
the utmoft caution, and feldoin ventured to 
preach, but in private houfes, and at a diltance 
from court; they gained credit, as happens on 
the firft publication of every new religion, chiefly 
among perfons in the lower and middle rank of 
life. But feveral noblemen of the greateft: dif- 
tinclion, having, about this time, openly efpoufed 
their principles, they were no longer under the 
neceflity of afting with the fame referve; and 
with more fecurity and encouragement, they had 
likewife greater fuccefs. The means of acquiring 
and fpreading knowledge became more common, 
and the fpirit of innovation, peculiar to that pe- 
riod, grew every day bolder and more univerfal. 

Happily for the reformation, this fpirit was 
{till under fome reftraint. It had not yet at- 
tained frrmnefs and vigour fufficient to overturn 
a fyftem founded on the deepeft policy, and fup- 
ported by the molt formidable power. Under 
the prefent circumftances, any attempt towards 
adtion mult have been fatal to the proteftant 
dodtrines ; and it is no fmall proof of the autho- 
rity, as well as penetration, of the heads of the 
party, that they were able to reftrr.in the zeal of 
a fiery and impetuous people, until that critical 
and mature jundture, when every ftep they took 
was decifive and fuccefsful. 

Meanwhile their caufe received reinforcement 
from two different quarters whence they never 
could have expedted it. The ambition of the 
houfe of Guife, and the bigotry of Mary of 

- England, 



B. It. I32 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 
England, haftened the fubverfion of the papal 
throne in Scotland; and by a Angular difpoii- 
tion of Providence, the perfons who oppofed the 
Reformation in every other part of Europe with 
the fierce ft zeal, were made inftruments for ad- 
vancing it in that kingdom. 

Mary of Guife poffeffed the fame bold and 
afpiring fpirit which diftinguifhed her family. 
But in her it was foftened by the female cha- 
rafter, and accompanied with great temper and 
addrefs. Her brothers, in order to attain the 
high objefts at which they aimed, ventured upon 
fuch daring meafures as fuited their great cou- 
rage. Her defigns upon the fupreme power 
were concealed with the utmoft care, and ad- 
vanced by addrefs and refinements more natural 
to her fex. By a dexterous application of thofe 
talents, fhe had acquired a confiderable influence 
on the councils of a nation hitherto unacquainted 
with the government of women ; and, without 
the fmalleft right to any fhare in the adminiftra- 
tion of affairs, had engrofled the chief direction 
of them into her own hands. But fhe did not 
long reft fatisfied with the enjoyment of this pre- 
carious power, which the ficklenefs of the re- 
gent, or the ambition of thofe who governed 
him, might fo eafily difturb; and fhe began to 
fet on foot new intrigues, with a defign of un- 
dermining him, and of opening to herfelf a way 
to fucceed him in that high dignity. Her 
brothers entered warmly into this fcheme, and 
fupported it with all their credit at the court of 
France. The French king willingly concurred 
in a meafure, by which he hoped to bring Scot- 
land entirely under management, and, in any fu- 

ture 
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ture broil with England, to turn its whole 
force againft that kingdom. 

In order to arrive at the defired elevation, the 
queen dowager had only one of two ways to 
choofe; either violently to wreft the power out of 
the hands of the regent, or to obtain it by his 
confent. Under a minority, and among a war- 
like and fadlious people, the former was a very 
uncertain and dangerous experiment. The lat- 
ter appeared to be no lefs impracticable. To 
perfuade a man voluntarily to abdicate the fu- 
preme power; to defcend to a level with thofe 
above whom he was raifed ; and to be content 
with the fecond place where he hath held the 
firil, may well pafs for a wild and chimerical pro- 
ject. This, however, the queen attempted ; and 
the prudence of the attempt was fufficiently jufti- 
fied by its’ fuccefs. 

The regent’s inconftancy and irrefolution, to- 
gether with the calamities which had befallen, 
the kingdom under his adminiilration, raifed the 
prejudices both of the nobles and of the people 
againft him, to a great height; and the queen 
fecretly fomented thefe with much induftry. 
All who wifhed for a change met with a gra- 
cious reception in her court, and their fpirit of 
dilaffection was nourifhed by fuch hopes and pro- 
mifes, as in every age impofe on the credulity of 
the factious. The favourers of the Reformation 
being the moft numerous and fpreading body of 
the regent’s enemies, fhe applied to them with a 
particular attention ; and the gentlenefs of her 
difpofition, and feeming indifference to the re- 
ligious points in difpute, made all her promifes 
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of proteftion and indulgence pafs upon them for 
lincere. Finding fo great a part of the nation 
willing to fall in with her meafures, the queen 
fet out for France [Oft. 1550], under pretence 
of vifitingher daughter, and took along with her 
thofe noblemen who pofieffed the greateft power 
and credit among their countrymen. Softened 
by the pleafures of an elegant court, flattered by 
the civilities of the French king, and the carefies 
of the houfe of Guife, and influenced by the fea- 
fonable diftribution of a few favours, and the 
liberal promife of many more, they were brought 
to approve of all the queen’s preteniions. 

While fhe advanced by thofe flow but fure 
fteps, the regent either did not forefee the dan- 
ger which threatened him, or neglefted to pro- 
vide againft it. The firft difcovery of the train 
which was laid, came from two of his own con- 
fidents, Carnegie of Kinnaird, and Panterbiihop 
of Rofs, whom the queen had gained over to her 
intereft, and then employed as the moll proper 
inftruments for obtaining his confent. The 
overture was made to him in the name of the 
French king, enforced by proper threatenings, 
in order to work upon his natural timidity, and 
fweetened by every promife that could reconcile 
him to a propofal fo difagreeable. On the 
one hand, the confirmation of his French title, 
together with a eonfiderable penfion, the parlia- 
mentary acknowledgment of his right of fuc- 
ceflion to the crown, and a public ratification of 
his conduft during his regency, were offered 
him. On the other hand, the difpleafure of the 
French king, the power and popularity of the 

queen 
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queen dowager, the difaffe&ion of the nobles, 
with the danger of an after-reckoning, were re- 
prefented in the ftrongeft colours. 

It was not pofiible to agree to a propofal fo 
extraordinary and unexpected, without fome 
previous ftruggle ; and had the archbilhop of St. 
Andrew’s been prefent to fortify the irrefolute 
and palfive fpirit of the regent, he, in all proba- 
bility, would have rejefted it with difdain. 
Happily for the queen, the fagacity and ambi- 
tion of that prelate could, at this time, be no 
obftruftion to her views. He was lying at the 
point of death, and in his abfence the influence 
of the queen’s agents on a flexible temper coun- 
terbalanced feveral of the ftrongeft paffions of 
the human mind, and obtained his confent to a 
voluntary furrender of the fupreme power. 

After gaining a point of fuch difficulty with 
fo much eafe, the queen returned into Scotland 
[Dec. 1551], in full expectation of taking im- 
mediate poffeffion of her new dignity. But by 
this time the archbifhop of St. Andrew’s had 
recovered of that diftemper, which the ignorance 
of the Scottifh phyficians had prononnced to be 
incurable. This he owed to the affiltance of 
the famous Cardan, one of thofe irregular ad- 
venturers in philofophy, of whom Italy pro- 
duced fo many about this period. A bold ge- 
nius led him to fome ufeful difcoveries, which 
merit the efteem of a more difcerning age ; a 
wild imagination engaged him in thole chime- 
rical fciences, which drew the admiration of his 
cotemporaries. As a pretender to aftrology and 
magic, he was revered and confulted by all Eu- 
rope ; as a proficient in natural philofophy, he 
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was but little known. The archbifhop, it is 
probable, confidered him as a powerful magi- 
cian, when he applied to him tor relief; but it 
was his knowledge as a philofopher, which ena- 
bled him to cure his difeafe '. 

Together with his health, the archbifhop re- 
covered the entire government of the regent, and 
quickly perfuaded him to recal that difhonour- 
able promife, which he had been feduced by the 
artifices of the queen to grant. However great 
her furprife and indignation were, at this frelh 
inftance of his inconftancy, fhe was obliged to 
diffemble, that fhe might have leifure to renew 
her intrigues with all parties; with the pro- 
teflants, whom fhe favoured and courted more 
than ever; with the nobles, to whom fhe ren- 
dered herfelf agreeable by various arts; and 
with the regent himfelf, in order to gain whom 
fhe employed every argument. But whatever 
impreffions her emiffaries might have made on 
the regent, it was no eafy matter to over-reach 
or to intimidate the archbifhop. Under his ma- 
nagement the negociations were fpun out to a 
great length, and his brother maintained his 
llation with that addrefs and firmnefs, which its 
importance fo well merited. The univerfal de- 
fection of the nobility, the growing power of 
the proteflants, who all adhered to the queen 
dowager, the reiterated felicitations of the 

1 Cardan himfelf was more delirous of being confidered as 
an aftrologer than a philofopher 5 in his book De Genituris> 
we find a calculation of the archbiftiop’s nativity, from which 
he pretends both to have predi&ed his difeafe, and to have 
effe&ed h's cure. He received from the archbifiiop a reward 
-of 1300 crowns ! a great fumin that age. De vita Jua, p« 3*. 
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French king, and, above all, the interpofition of 
the young queen, who was now entering the 
twelfth year of her age, and claimed a right of 
nominating whom (he pleafed to be regentu, 
obliged him at laft to refign that high office, 
which he had held many years. Fie obtained, 
however, the fame advantageous terms for him- 
felf, which had been formerly ftipulatcd. 

It was in the parliament which met on the 
tenth of April one thoufand five hundred and 
fifty-four, that the earl of Arran executed this 
extraordinary refignation ; and at the fame time 
Mary of Guife was raifed to that dignity which 
had been fo long the object of her wiffies. 
Thus, with their own approbation, a w'oman and 
a itranger was advanced to the fupreme authority 
over a fierce and turbulent people, who feldom 
fubmitted, without reluctance, to the legal and 
ancient government of their native monarchs. 

While the queen dow'ager of Scotland contri- 
buted fo much towards the progrefs of the re- 
formation, by the protection which ffie afforded 
it, from motives of ambition, the Engliffi queen, 
by her indifereet zeal, filled the kingdom with 
perfons aCtive in promoting the fame caufe. 
Mary afeended the throne of England on the 
death of her brother Edw'ard, and foon after 
married Philip II. of Spain. To the perfecuting 
fpirit of the Romiffi fuperftition, and the fierce- 
nefs of that age, ffie added the private refent- 
ment of her own and of her mother’s fufferings, 
with which ffie loaded the reformed religion ; 
and the peeviffinefs and feverity of her natural 

u Lcfley, ds Reb, Gelt. Scot. ap. Jebb, 1. 187. 
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temper carried the acrimony of all thefe pafiions 
to the utmoft extreme. The cruelty of her per- 
fecution equalled the deeds of thofe tyrants who 
have been the greateft reproach to human nature. 
The bigotry of her clergy could fcarce keep pace 
with the impetuofity of her zeal. Even the un- 
relenting Philip was obliged, on fome occalions, 
to mitigate the rigour of her proceedings. Many 
among the moft eminent reformers fuffered for 
the dodlrines which they had taught; others fled 
from the itorm. To the greater part of thefe, 
Switzerland and Germany opened a fecure afy- 
lum; and not a few, out of choice or necelfity, 
fled into Scotland. What they had feen and felt 
in England, did not abate the warmth and zeal 
of their indignation again!! popery. Their at- 
tacks were bolder and more fuccefsful than ever; 
and their dodlrines made a rapid progrefs among 
all ranks of men. 

Thefe dodlrines, calculated to redtify the opi- 
nions, and to reform the manners, ol mankind, 
had hitherto produced no other effedls ; but they 
foon began to operate with greater violence, and 
proved the occafion, not only of fubverting the 
dlabliihed religion, but of (baking the throne 
and endangering the kingdom. The caufes which 
facilitated the introdudlion of thefe new opinions 
into Scotland, and which diffeminated them fo 
fall through the nation, merit, on that account, 
a particular and careful inquiry. The reforma- 
tion is one of the greateil events in the hiitory of 
mankind, and, in whatever point of light-we view 
it, is inftrudlive and interelling. 

The revival of learning in the fifteenth and 
lixteenth centuries roufed the world from that le- 
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thargy in which it had been funk for many ages. 
The human mind felt its own llrength-, broke 
the fetters of authority by which it had been fo 
long reftrained, and venturing to move in a larger 
fphere, pulhed its inquiries into every fubjetf 
with great boldnefs and furpriling fuccefs. 

No fooner did mankind recover the capacity 
of exercifmg their reafon, than religion wras one 
of the firfb objecls which drew their attention. 
Long before Luther publifhed his famous Thefes, 
which (hook the papal throne, fcience and phi- 
lofophy had laid open, to many of the Italians, 
the impcilure and abfurdity of the eftablifhed fu- 
perilition. That fubtle and refined people, fa- 
tisfied with enjoying thofe difcoveries in fecret, 
were little diipofed to affume the dangerous cha- 
racter of reformers, and concluded the know- 
ledge of truth to be the prerogative of the wife, 
while vulgar minds mull be overawed and go- 
verned by popular errors. But, animated with 
a more noble and diiinterefted zeal, the German 
theologian boldly erefted the ftar.dard of truth, 
and upheld it with an unconquerable intrepidity, 
which merits the admiration and gratitude of all 
fucceeding ages. 

The occafion of Luther’s being firft difgufted 
with the tenets of the Romifh church, and how, 
from a fmall rupture, the quarrel widened into an 
irreparable breach, is known to every one who 
has been the lead converfant in hiftory. From 
the heart of Germany his opinions fpread, with 
aftonifhing rapidity, all over Europe; and,where- 
ever they came, endangered or overturned the 
ancient, but ill-founded fyftem. The vigilance 
and addrefs of the court of Rome, co-operating 

with 
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with the power and bigotry of the Auftrian fa- 
mily, fupprefi'ed thefe notions on their firft ap- 
pearance, in the fouthern kingdoms of Europe. 
But the fierce fpirit of the north, irritated by 
multiplied impofitions, could neither be mollified 
by the fame arts, nor fubdued by the fame force; 
and encouraged by feme princes from piety, and 
by others out of avarice, it eafily bore down 
the feeble oppofition of an illiterate and immoral 
clergy. 

The fuperftition of popery feems to have grown 
to the moft extravagant height in thofe countries 
which are fituated towards the different extremi- 
ties of Europe. The vigour of imagination, and 
feniibility of frame, peculiar to the inhabitants of 
fouthern climates, rendered them fufceptible of 
the deepefl: impreffions of fuperftitious terror 
and credulity. Ignorance and barbarity were no 
lefs favourable to the progrefs of the fame fpirit 
among the northern nations. They knew little, 
and were difpofed to believe every thing. The 
moft glaring abfurdities did not fhock their grofs 
underftandings, and the moft improbable fidb’ons 
were received with implicit affent and admiration. 

Accordingly, that form of popery which pre- 
vailed in Scotland was of the moft bigotted and 
illiberal kind. Thofe doftrines which are moft 
apt to {hock the human underftanding, and thofe 
legends which fartheft exceed belief, were pro- 
pofed to the people without any attempt to pal- 
liate or difguife them ; nor did they ever call 
in queftion the reafonablenefs of the one, or the 
truth of the other. 

The power and wealth of the church kept 
pace with the progrefs of fuperftition; for it is 

the 
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the nature of that fpirit to obferve no bounds in 
its refpecft and liberality towards thofe whofe cha- 
ratfer it efteems facred. The Scottiih kings early 
demonftrated how much they were under its in- 
fluence, by their vail additions to the immunities 
and riches of the clergy. The profufe piety of 
David L who acquired on that account the name 
of Saint, transferred almoll the whole crown 
lands, which were at that time of great extent, 
into the hands of ecclefiailics. The example of 
that virtuous prince was imitated by his fucceffors. 
The Ipirit fpread among all orders of men, who 
daily loaded the priefthood with new poiTeffions. 
The riches of the church all over Europe were 
exorbitant; but Scotland .was one of thofe coun- 
tries wherein they had fartheft exceeded the juft 
proportion. The Scottifh clergy paid cne half 
of every tax impofed on land ; and as there is no 
reafon to think that in that age they would be 
loaded with any unequal (hare of the burden, we 
may conclude that, by the time of the reforma- 
tion, little lefs than one half of the national pro- 
perty had fallen into the hands of a fociety,\Vhich 
is always acquiring, and can never lofe. 

The nature, too, of a confiderable part of their 
property extended the influence of the clergy. 
Many ellates, throughout the .kingdom, held of 
the church ; church lands were let in leafe at an 
eafy rent, and were pofFeffed by the younger fons 
and defeendants of the bell families x. The con- 
nexion between fuperior and vajfal, between land- 
lord and tenant, created dependences, and gave 
rife to an union of great advantage to the church; 
and in eflimating the influence of the popifh ec- 

* Keith, 521. Not. (b). 
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clefiaftics over the nation, thefe, as well as the 
real amount of their revenues, muft be attended 
to, and taken into the account. 

This extraordinary (hare in the national proper- 
ty was accompanied with proportionable weight 
in the fupreme council of the kingdom. At a 
time when the number of the temporal peers was 
extremely fmall, and when the leffer barons and 
reprefentatives of boroughs feldom attended par- 
liaments, the ecclefiaftics formed a confiderable 
body there. It appears from the ancient rolls of 
parliament, and from the manner of choofing 
the lords of articles, that the proceedings of that 
high court muft have been, in a great meafure, 
under their direftion f. 

The reverence due to their facred character, 
which was often carried incredibly far, contri- 
buted not a little towards the growth of their 
power. The dignity, the titles, and precedence 
of the popifh clergy, are remarkable, both as 
caufes and effe&s of that dominion which they 
had acquired over the reft of mankind. They 
were regarded by the credulous laity as beings of 
a fuperior fpecies; they were neither fubjeft to 
the lame laws, nor tried by the fame judges z. 

y Spotf. Hift. of the Church of Scotland, 449. 
2 How far this claim of the clergy to exemption from lay 

jurifdiftion extended, appears from a remarkable tranfaftion 
in the parliament held in 1 546. When that court was pro- 
ceeding to the forfeiture of the murderers of cardinal Bea- 
toun, and were about to include a piiell, who was one of the 
afl'affins, in the general fentence of condemnation, odious as 
the crime was to ecclefiaftics, a delegate appeared in name 
of the clerical courts, and refledged or claimed exemption of 
him from the judgment of parliament, as a Jpiritual man. 
This claim was fuftained ; and his name is not inferted in 
the aft of forfeiture. Epift. Reg. Scot. ii. 350. 361. 

Every 
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Every guard that religion could fupply, was 
placed around their power, their poffeflions, ancj 
their perfons; and endeavours were ufed, not 
without fuccefs, to reprefent them all as equally 
facred. 

The reputation for learning, which, however 
inconfiderable, was wholly engroffed by the 
clergy, added to the reverence which they de- 
rived from religion. The principles of found 
philofophy, and of a juft tafte, were altogether 
unknown; in place of thefe werefubftitutedftudies 
barbarous and uninftruttive; but as the ecclefi- 
aftics alone were converfant in them, this pro- 
cured them efteem ; and a very flender portion 
of knowledge drew the admiration of rude ages, 
which knew little. War was the foie profemon 
of the nobles, and hunting their chief amufe- 
ment; they divided their time between thefe : 
unacquainted with the arts, and unimproved by 
fcience, they difdained any employment foreign 
from military affairs, or which required rather pe- 
netration and addrefs, than bodily vigour. Where- 
ever the former were neceffary, the clergy were 
entrufted; becaufe they alone were properly qua- 
lified for the truft. Almoft all the high odices 
in civil government devolved, on this account, 
into their hands. The lord chancellor was the 

and in power. From the earlieft ag 
monarchy, to the death of cardinal Beatoun, 
fifty-four perfons had held that high office ; and 
of theie, forty-three had been ecclefiafties a. The 
lords of feffion were fupreme judges in all matters 

firft fubjeft in the kingdom, both 
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the prefident and one half of the fenators in this 
court were churchmen. 

To all this we may add, that the clergy being- 
feparated from the reft of mankind by the law of 
celibacy, and undillradled by thofe cares, and un- 
incumbered with thofe burdens, which occupy 
and opprefs other men, the intereft of their order 
became their only object, rmd they were at full 
1'eifure to purfue it. 

The nature of their function gave them accefs 
to all perfons, and at all feafons. They could 
employ all the motives of fear and of hope, of 
terror and of confolation, which operate moft 
powerfully on the human mind. They haunted 
the weak and the credulous ; they beiieged the 
beds of the lick and of the dying; they fuffered 
few to go out of the world without leaving marks 
of their liberality to the church, and taught them, 
to compound with the Almighty for their fins, 
by beftowing riches upon thofe who called them- 
felves his fervants. 

When their own induftry, or the fuperftition 
of mankind, failed of producing this effect, the 
ecclefiaftics had influence enough to call in the 
aid of law. When a perfon died intejlate, the dif- 
pofal of his effedts was veiled in the bifhop of the 
diocefe, after paying his funeral charges and 
debts, and diftributing among his kindred the 
fums to which they were refpedtively entitled ; 
it being prefumed that no Chriftian would have 
chofen to leave the world without deftining fome 
part of his fubftance to pious ufes b. As men 
are apt to truft to the continuance of life with a. 

h EfTiys on Brit. Anliq. 174. Annals of SccilanJ, by 
Sir David Dalrymple, vol. i. Append. No. ii. 
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fond confidence, and childifhly fhun eveiy thing 
that forces them to think of their mortality, many 
die without fettling their affairs by will; and the 
right of adminiftration in that event, acquired 
by the clergy, muft have proved a confiderable 
fource both of wealth and of power to the church. 

At the fame time, no matrimonial or tefta- 
mentary caufe could be tried but in the fpiritual 
courts, and by laws which the clergy themfelves 
had framed. The penalty, too, by which the de- 
cifions of thefe courts were enforced, added to 
their authority. A fentence of excommunication 
was no lefs formidable than a fentence of out- 
lawry. It was pronounced on many occafions, 
and againft various crimes : and befides excluding 
thofe, upon whom it fell, from Chriftian privi- 
leges, it deprived them of all their rights as men, 
or as citizens; and the aid of the fecular power 
concurred with the fuperftition of mankind, in 
rendering the thunders of the church no lefs de- 
firuftive than terrible. 

To thefe general caufes maybe attributed the 
immenfe growth both of the wealth and power 
of the popifh church ; and without entering into 
any more minute detail, this may ferve to difeover 
the foundations on which a flruclure fo ftupend- 
ous was erefted. 

But though the laity had contributed, by their 
own fuperftition and profufenefs, to raife the cler- 
gy from poverty and obfeurity to riches and emi- 
nence, they began, by degrees, to feel and to mur- 
mur at their encroachments. No wonder haughty 
and martial barons Ihould view the power and pof- 
feflions of the church with envy ; and regard the 
lazy and inactive charafter of churchmen with the 
utmoft contempt; while, at the fame time, the 

vol. 1. p inde- 



I46 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. IT. 
indecent and licentious lives of the clergy gave 
great and juft offence to the people, and conli- 
derably abated the veneration which they were 
accuftomed to yield to that order of men. 

Immenfe wealth, indolence, grofs ignorance, 
and above all, the fevere injunction of celibacy* 
had concurred to introduce this corruption of mo- 
rals among many of the clergy, who, prefuming 
too much upon the fubmifEon of the people, were 
at no pains either to conceal or to difguife their 
own vices. According to the accounts of the re- 
formers, confirmed by feveral popifh writers, the 
molt open and fcandalous diffolution of manners 
prevailed among the Scottifli clergy c. Cardinal 
Beatoun, with the fame public pomp which is 
due to a legitimate child, celebrated the marriage 
of his natural daughter with the earl of Craw- 
ford’s ion d; and, if we may believe Knox, he pub- 
licly continued to the end of his days a criminal 
eorrefpondence with her mother, who was a woman, 
of rank. The other prelates feem not to have been 
more regular and exemplary than their primate e. 

c Winzet. ap. Keith, Append. 201. 205. Lefl.de Reb. 
Geft . Scot. 2 J2. 

'1 The marriage articles, fubfcribsd with his own hand, in 
which he calls her rr:y daughter, are ilill extant. Keith, p. 42. 

e A remarkable proof of the diffolute manners of the clergy 
js found in the public records. A greater number of letters 
of legitimation was granted during the firft thirty years after 
the Reformation, than during the whole period that has elapf- 
ed lince that time. Thefe were obtained by the fons of the 
popiih clergy. The ecciefiaftics, who were allowed to retain 
their benefices, alienated them to their children ; who, when 
they acqu’red wealth, were defirous that the ftain of illegiti- 
macy might no longer remain upon their families. In Keith's 
Catalogue of the Scottijh Bifiops, we find feveral inflances of 
fuch alienations of church lands, by the ponifli incumbents 
to their natural children. 

3 Men 
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Men of fuch characters ought, in reafon, to 

have been alarmed at the firlt clamours raifed 
againll their own morals, and the doctrines of 
the church, by the proteftant preachers; but 
the popilh ecclefiaftics, either out of pride or 
ignorance, negledted the proper methods for 
filencing them. Inftead of reforming their 
lives, or difguifmg their vices, they affefted to 
defpife the cenfures of the people. While the 
reformers, by their mortifications and aufterities, 
endeavoured to referable the firft propagators of 
Chriftianity, the popifh clergy were compared 
to all thofe perfons who are moft infamous in 
hiftory for the enormity and fcandal of their 
crimes. 

On the other hand, inftead of mitigating the 
.rigour, or colouring over the abfurdity of the 
eftablifhed doftrines ; inftead of attempting to 
found them upon fcripture, or to reconcile 
them to reafon ; they left them without any 
other fupport or recommendation than the au- 
thority of the church, and the decrees of coun- 
cils. The fables concerning purgatory, the vir- 
tues of pilgrimage, and the merits of the faints, 
■were the topics on which they infilled in their 
difcourfes to the people ; and the duty of preach- 
ing being left wholly to monks of the loweft and 
moft illiterate orders, their compofitions were 
Jlill more wretched and contemptible than the 
fubjefts on which they infilled. While the re- 
formers were attended by crowded and admiring 
.audiences, the popilh preachers were either uni- 
verfally deferted, or liftened to with fcorn. 

The only device which they employed in or- 
,der to recover their declining reputation, or to 

o 2 confirm 
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confirm the wavering faith of the people, was 
equally imprudent and unfuccefsful. As many 
doctrines of their church had derived their credit 
at firft from the authority of falfe miracles, they 
now endeavoured to call in thefe to their aidf. 
But fuch lying wonders as were beheld with un- 
fufpicious admiration, or heard with implicit 
faith, in times of darknefs and of ignorance, 
met with a very different reception in a more en- 
lightened period. The vigilance of the reform- 
ers deteffed thefe impoftures, and expofed not 
only them, but the caufe which needed the aid 
of fuch artifices, to ridicule. 

As the popifh ecclefiaftics became more and 
more the objedts of hatred and of contempt, the 
difcourfes of the reformers were liftened to as fo 
many calls to liberty ; and befides the pious in- 
dignation which they excited againft thofe cor- 
rupt doftrines which had perverted the nature 
of true Chriitianity; befides the zeal which 
they infpired for the knowledge of truth and 
the purity of religion; they gave rife alfo, 
among the Scottifh nobles, to other views and 
pafiions. They hoped to lhake off the yoke of 
ecclefiailical dominion, which they had long felt 
to be oppreffive, and which they now difcovered 
to be unchriftian. They expedfed to recover 
poffefiion of the church revenues, which they 
were now taught to confider as alienations made 
by their anceflors, with a profufion no lefs un- 
difcerning than unbounded. They flattered 
themfelves that a check would be given to the 
pride and luxury of the clergy, who would be 
obliged, henceforward, to confine themfelves 

f Spotfwood, 69. 
within 



E. H. HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. I49 
within the fphere peculiar to their facred cha- 
rafler. An averfion for the eftabliflied church, 
which flowed from fo many concurring caufes, 
which was raifed by confiderations of religion, 
heightened by motives of policy, and inftigated 
by profpects of private advantage, fpread fail 
through the nation, and excited a fpirit that 
fcurll out, at laft, with irrefiftiblc violence. 

Religious confiderations alone were fufflcient 
to have roufed this fpirit. The points in con- 
troverfy with the church of Rome were of fo 
much importance to the happinefs of mankind, 
and fo effential to Chriftianity, that they me- 
rited all the zeal with which the reformers con- 
tended in order to eftabliih them. But the Re- 
formation having been reprefented as the eifedl 
of feme wild and enthufiailic frenzy in the hu- 
man mind, this attempt to account for the ea- 
gernefs and zeal with which our anceftors em- 
braced and propagated the proteftant dodlrines, 
by taking a view of the political motives alone 
which influenced them, and by (hewing how na- 
turally thefe prompted them to aft with fo 
much ardour, wall not, perhaps, be deemed an 
unnneceffary digreffion. We now return to the 
courfe of the hiftory. 

1554.] The queen’s elevation to the office 
of regent feems to have tranfported her, at firft, 
beyond the known prudence and moderation of 
her charafter. She began her adminillration 
by conferring upon foreigners feveral offices of 
trull and of dignity; a ilep which, both from 
the inability of Grangers to difcharge thefe 
offices with propriety, and from the envy which 
their prefennent excites among the natives, is 

o 3 never 
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never attended with good confequences. Vil- 
mort was made comptroller, and entrufted with 
the management of the public revenues ; Bonot 
was appointed governor of Orkney ; and Ru- 
bay honoured with the cuftody of the great 
feal, and the title of vice-chancellor s. It was 
with the higheft indignation that the Scots be- 
held offices of the greateft eminence and autho- 
rity dealt out among (frangers h. By thefe pro- 
motions they conceived the queen to have offered 
an infult both to their underftandings and to 
their courage ; to the former, by fuppoling them 
unfit for thofe Rations which their anceftors had 
filled with fo much dignity; to the latter, by 
imagining that they were tame enough not to 
complain of an affront, which, in no former age, 
would have been tolerated with impunity. 

While their minds were in this difpofition, an 
incident happened which inflamed their averfion 
from French councils to the higheft degree. 
Ever fince the famous conteft between the houfes 
of Valois and Plantagenet, the French had been 
accuftomed to embarrafs the Englilh, and to di- 
vide their ftrength by the fudden and formidable 
incurfions of their allies, the Scots; But, as 
thefe inroads were feldom attended with any 
real advantage to Scotland, and expofed it to 
the dangerous refentment of a powerful neigh- 
bour, the Scots began to grow lefs tradfable 
than formerly, and fcrupled any longer to ferve 
an ambitious ally at the price of their own 

g I.efley de Reb. Geft. Scut. 1S9. 
h The refentment of the nation againft the French rofe to 

fiich a height, that an a£t of parliament was parted on purpofe 
to reftrain or moderate it. Pari. 6. Mary, c. do. 

quiet 
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quiet and fecurity. The change too, which 
was daily introducing in the art of war, ren- 
dered the affiftance of the Scottiih forces of 
lefs importance to the French monarch. For 
thefe reafons, Flenry having refolved upon a 
war with Philip II. and forefeeing that the 
queen of England would take part in her huf- 
band’s quarrel, was extremely felicitous to fecuie 
in Scotland the afiiltance of fome troops, which 
would be more at his command than an undifei- 
plined army, led by chieftains who were almoft 
independent. In profecution of this deiign, but 
under pretence of relieving the nobles from the 
expence and danger of defending the borders, the 
queen regent propofed, in parliament [15553* 
to regifter the value of lands throughout ths 
kingdom, to impofe on them a fmall tax, and to 
apply that revenue towards maintaining a body 
of regular troops in conftant pay. A fixed tax 
upon land, which the growing expence of go- 
vernment hath introduced into almolt every part 
of Europe, was unknown at that time, and 
feemed altogether inconfiitent with the genius 
of feudal policy. Nothing could be more 
fhocking to a generous and brave nobility, than 
the entrulting to mercenary hands the defence of 
thofe territories which had been acquired, or 
preferred,. by the blood of their anceltors. 
They received this propofal with the utmoll 
diflatisfaclion. About three hundred of the 
leffer barons repaired in a body to the queen re- 
gent, and reprefented their fenfe of the intended 
innovation, with that manly and determined 
boldnefs which is natural to a free people in a 
martial age. Alarmed at a remonftrance deli- 

vered 
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vered in fo firm a tone, and fupported by fuch 
formidable numbers, the queen prudently aban- 
doned a fcheme which fhe found to be univer- 
fally odious. As the queen herfelf was known 
perfedtly to underltand the circumftances and 
temper of the nation, this meafure was imputed 
wholly to the fuggeltions of her foreign coun- 
fellors ; and the Scots were ready to proceed to 
the moft violent extremities againft them. 

The French, inftead of extinguifhing, added 
fuel to the flame. They had now commenced 
hoftilities againft Spain, and Philip had prevailed 
on the queen of England to reinforce his army 
with a confiderable body of her troops. In 
order to deprive him of this aid Henry had re- 
courfe, as he projefted, to the Scots ; and at- 
tempted to excite them to invade England. But 
as Scotland had nothing to dread from a prin- 
cefs of Mary’s charafter, who, far from any am- 
bitious fcheme of difturbing her neighbours, was 
wholly occupied in endeavouring to reclaim her 
heretical fubjedls ; the nobles, who were aflem- 
bled by the queen regent at Newbattle, liftened 
to the felicitations of the French monarch with 
extreme coldnefs, and prudently declined en- 
gaging the kingdom in an enterprife fo danger- 
ous and unneceffary. What ftie could not ob- 
tain by perfuafion, the queen regent brought 
about by a ftratagem. Notwithftanding the 
peace which fubfifted between the two kingdoms, 
ihe commanded her French foldiers to rebuild a 
fmall fort near Berwick, which was appointed, by 
the laft treaty, to be rafed. The garrifon of Ber- 
wick fallied out, interrupted the work, and ra- 
vaged the adjacent country. This infult roufed 
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the fiery fpirit of the Scots, and their prompt- 
nefs to revenge the lead appearance of national 
injury diffipated, in a moment, the wife and 
pacific refolutions which they had fo lately 
formed. War was determined, and orders in- 
ftantly given for raifing a numerous army. But 
before their forces could alfemble, the ardour of 
their indignation had time to cool, and the 
Englilh having difcovered no intention to pufh 
the war with vigour, the nobles refumed their 
pacific fyftem, and refolved to Hand altogether 
upon the defenfive. They marched to the banks 
of the Tweed [1556], they prevented the in- 
curfions of the enemy ; and having done what 
they thought fufficient for the fafety and honour 
of their country, the queen could not induce 
them, either by her entreaties or her artifices, to 
advance another ftep. 

While the Scots perfifted in their inactivity, 
D’Oyfel, the commander of the French troops, 
who pofTeffed entirely the confidence of the queen 
regent, endeavoured, with her connivance, to 
engage the two nations in hoftilities. Contrary 
to the orders of the Scottifh general he marched 
over the Tweed with his own foldiers, and in- 
vefted Werk caftle, a garrifon of the Engliih. 
The Scots, inftead of feconding his attempt, 
were enraged at his prefumption. The queen’s 
partiality towards Trance had long been fuf- 
pefted ; but it was now vifible that fhe wan- 
tonly facrificed the peace and fafety of Scot- 
land to the interefl: of that ambitious and af- 
fuming ally. Under the feudal governments 
it was in camps that fubjefits were accuftomed to 
addrefs the boldeft remonftrances to their fove- 

reigns. 
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reigns. While arms were in their hands, they 
felt their own flrength ; and at that time all 
their reprefentations of grievances carried the 
authority of commands. On this occafion the 
refentment of the nobles broke out with fuch 
violence, that the queen, perceiving all at- 
tempts to engage them in adtion to be vain, ab- 
ruptly difmilfed her army, and retired with the 
utmoil lhame and difgufl: ; having difcovered the 
impotence of her own authority without effect- 
ing any thing which could be of advantage to 
France'. 

It is obfervable, that this firft inftance of 
contempt for the regent’s authority can in no 
degree be imputed to the influence of the new 
opinions in religion. As the queen’s pretenfions 
to the regency had been principally fupported 
by thofe who favoured the reformation, and as 
fhe ftill needed them for a counterpoife to the 
archbilhop of St. Andrew’s and the partifans 
of the houfe of Hamilton, ihe continued to 
treat them with great refpect, and admitted 
them to no inconfiderable lhare in her favour and 
confidence. Kirkaldy of Grange, and the 
other furviving confpirators againll cardinal Bea- 
toun, were about this time recalled by her from 
banilhment; and through her connivance the 
proteftant preachers enjoyed an interval of tran- 
quillity, which was of great advantage to their 
caufe. Soothed by thefe initances of the queen’s 
moderation and humanity, the proteftants left to 
others the office of remonllrating, and the 
leaders of the oppofite factions fet them the 

i Strype’s Memor. iii. Appendix, *74. Ldhy, 196. 

firft 
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firlt example of difputing the will of their fove- 
reign. 

As the queen regent felt how limited and 
precarious her authority was, while it depended 
on the poife of thefe contrary faftions, (he en- 
deavoured to eftablifh it on a broader and more 
fecure foundation, by haftening the conclulion of 
her daughter’s marriage with the dauphin. Ami- 
able as the queen of Scots then was, in the 
bloom of youth, and confiderable as the territo- 
ries were which (he would have added to the 
French monarchy, reafons were not wanting to 
diifuade Henry from completing his firft plan of 
marrying her to his fon. The conftable Mont- 
morency had employed all his intereft to defeat 
an alliance which reflected fo much luftre on the 
princes of Lorrain. He had reprefented the 
impoflibility of maintaining order and tranquil- 
lity among a turbulent people during the ab- 
fence of their fovereign ; and for that reafon 
had advifed Henry to beftow the young queen 
upon one of the princes of the blood, who, by 
redding in Scotland, might preferve that king- 
dom an ufeful ally to France, which, by a 
nearer union to the crown, would become a 
mutinous and ungovernable province k. But at 
this time the conftable was a prifoner in the 
hands of the Spaniards ; the princes of Lorrain 
were at the height of their power ; and their in- 
fluence, feconded by the charms of the young 
queen, triumphed over the prudent, but envious 
remonftrances of their rival. 

The French king accordingly applied to the 
parliament of Scotland {^December 14, 1557], 

k Melv. Mem. 15. 
which. 
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which appointed eight of its members* to re- 
prefent the whole body of the nation at the 
marriage of the queen. Among the perfons on 
whom the public choice conferred this honour- 
able character, were fome of the moft avowed 
and zealous advocates for the reformation ; by 
which may be eib'mated the degree of refpedt 
and popularity which that party had now at- 
tained in the kingdom. The inftrudtions of the 
parliament to thofe commifiioners lb'll remain m, 
and do honour to the wifdom and integrity of 
that alfembly. At the fame time that they ma- 
nifeiled, with refpedt to the articles of marriage, 
a laudable concern for the dignity and intereit of 
their fovereign, they employed every precaution 
which prudence could dictate for preferving the 
liberty and independence of the nation, and for 
fecuring the fucceffion of the crown in the houfe 
of Hamilton. 

With regard to each of thefe the Scots ob- 
tained whatever fatisfaction their fear or jealouly 
could demand. The young queen, the dauphin, 
and the king of France, ratified every article 
with the molt folemn oaths, and confirmed them 
by deeds and form under their hands and feals. 
But on the part of France all this was one con- 
tinued fcene of lludied and elaborate deceit. 
Previous to thefe public tranfaftions with the 
Scottilh deputies, Mary had been perfuaded to 
fubfcribe privately three deeds, equally unjuft 
and invalid ; by which, failing the heirs of her 

• Viz. The archbilhop of Giafgow, the bifhop of Rofs, 
the bi(hop of Orkney, the earls of Rothes and Calfjls, lord 
Fleming, lord Seton, the prior of St. Andrew’s, and John 
Erlkine of Dun. 

m Keith, Append. 13. 
own 
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own body, Ibe conferred the kingdom of Scot- 
land, with whatever inheritance or fucceffion 
might accrue to it, in free gift upon the crown 
of France, declaring all promifes to the contrary, 
which the neceffity of her affairs and the felicit- 
ations of her fubjedts had extorted or might 
extort from her, to be void and of no obliga- 
tion n. As it gives us a proper idea of the cha- 
radfer of the French court under Henry II. we 
mayobferve that the king himfelf, the keeper of 
the great feals, the duke of Guife, and the car- 
dinal of Lorrain, were the perfons engaged in 
condudfing this perfidious and difhonourable pro- 
jedt. The queen of Scots was the only innocent 
adtor in that fcene of iniquity. Her youth, her 
inexperience, her education in a foreign country, 
and her deference to the will of her uncles, mull 
go far towards vindicating her, in the judgment 
of every impartial perfon, from any imputation 
of blame on that account. 

This grant, by which Mary bellowed the in- 
heritance of her kingdom upon llrangers, was 
concealed with the utmoll care from her fubjedls. 
They feem, however, not to have been unac- 
quainted with the intention of the French to 
overturn the fettlement of the fuccelfion in fa- 
vour of the duke of Chatelherault. The zeal 
with which the Archbilhop of St. Andrew’s op- 
pofed all the meafures of the queen regent, evi- 
dently proceeded from the fears and fufpicions of 
that prudent prelate on this head 0 

n Corps Diplomat, tom. v. 21. Keith, 73. 
u About this time the French feem to have had feme 

defign of reviving the earl of Lennox’s pretentious to the 
fucceflion, in order to intimidate and alarm the Duke of 
Chatelherault. Haynes, 215. 219. Forbes’s Collect, 
vol. X. 1S9. 

vol. i. p The 
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The marriage, however, was celebrated with 

great pomp [April 14, 1558] ; and the French, 
who had hitherto affected to draw a veil over 
their defigns upon Scotland, began now to unfold 
their intentions without any difguife. In the 
treaty of marriage the deputies had agreed that 
the dauphin fhould affume the name ot King of 
Scotland. This they confidered only as an ho- 
norary title ; but the French laboured to annex 
it to fome folid privileges and power. They in- 
filled that the dauphin’s title Ihould be publicly 
recogniled ; that the Crown Matrimonial Ihould 
be conferred upon him; and that all the rights 
pertaining to the hulband of a queen fhould be 
veiled in his perfon. By the laws of Scotland 
a perfon who married an heirefs kept poflefilon 
of her ellate during his own life, if he happened 
to furvive her and the children born of the mar- 
riage P. This was called the courtefy of Scotland. 
The French aimed at applying this rule, which 
takes place in private inheritances, to the fuccef- 
fion of the kingdom ; and that feems to be implied 
in their demand of the Crown Matrimonial, a 
phrafe peculiar to the Scottifli hillorians, and 
which they have neglected to explain?. As 

the 
P Reg. Mag. lib. ii. 58. 
‘I As far as I can juage the hulband of the queen, by the 

grant of the Crown Malrimomal, acqu'ued a right to alTurre 
the title of king, to have his name itamped upon the cur- 
rent coin, and to lign all public inftruments together with 
the queen. In confequence of this the fubjecls took an oath 
of fidelity to him. Keith, Append. 20. His authority be- 
came, in fome meafure, co-ordinate with that of the queen ; 
and without his concurrence, manifefted by figning his 
name, no public deed feems to have been confidered as valid. 
By the oath of fidelity of the Scottilh commilTioners to the 

dauphin 
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the French had reafon to expert difficulties in 
carrying through this meafure, they began with 
founding the deputies who were then at Paris. 
The Englifh in the marriage-articles between 
their queen and Philip of Spain, had fet an 
example to the age, of that prudent jealoufy and 
referve with which a foreigner fhould be admitted 
fo near the throne. Full of the fame ideas the 
Scottiih deputies had, in their oath of allegiance 
to the dauphin, exprelfed themfelves with re- 
remarkable cautionr. Their anfwer was in the 
fame fpirit, refpeftful but firm ; and difcovered a 
fixed refolution of confenting to nothing that 
tended to introduce any alteration in the order 
of fucceffion to the crown. 

Four of the deputies3 happening to die before 
they returned into Scotland, this accident was 
univerfally imputed to the effects of poifon, which 
was fuppofed to have been given them by the 
emiffaries of the houfe of Guife. The hiftorians 
of all nations difcover an amazing credulity with 
refpect to rumours of this kind, which are fo 
well calculated to pleafe the malignity of fome 
men, and to gratify the love of the marvellous 
which is natural to all, that in every age they 
have been fwallowed without examination, and 
believed contrary to reafon. No wonder the 
Scots foould eafily give credit to a fufpicion, 
dauphin it is evident that, in their opinion, the rights belong- 
ing to the Crown Matrimonial fubfiftcd only during the con- 
tinuance of the marriage. Keith, Append. 20 But the con- 
fpirators againft Rizio bound themfelves to procure a grant 
of the Crown Matrimonial to Darnley during all the days of 
his life. Keith, Append. 120. Good. i. 227. 

r Keith, Append. 20. 
3 The bilhop of Orkney, the earl of Rothes, the carl of 

Caflils, and lord Fleming. 
p 2 which 
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which received fuch ftrong-colours of probability, 
both from their own reientment, and from the 
known character of the princes of Lorrain, fo 
little fcrupulous about the jullice of the ends 
which they purfued, or of the means which 
they employed. For the honour of human 
nature it mull, however, be obferved, that as we 
can difcover no motive which could induce any 
man to perpetrate fuch a crime, fo there appeal's 
no evidence to prove that it was committed. 
But the Scots of that age, influenced by na- 
tional animofities and prejudices, were incapable 
of examining the circumltances of the cafe with 
calmnefs, or of judging concerning them with 
candour. All parties agreed in believing the 
French to have been guilty of this detellable 
aftion ; and it is obvious how much this tended 
to increafe the averfion for them, which was 
growing among all ranks of men. 

Notwithftanding the cold reception which 
their propofal concerning the Crown Matrimonial 
met with from the Scottifli deputies, the French 
ventured to move it in parliament. The parti- 
fans of the houfe of Hamilton, fufpicious of 
their defigns upon the fucceflion, oppofed it with 
great zeal. But a party, which the feeble and 
unfteady condudt of their leader had brought 
under much difreputation, was little able towith- 
ftand the influence of France, and the addrefs 
of the queen regent, feconded, on this occafion, 
by all the numerous adherents of the reform- 
ation. Befides, that artful princefs dreffed out 
the French demands in a lefs offenfive garb, and 
threw in fo many limitations, as feemed to render 
them of fmall confequence. Thefe either de- 

ceived 



155^0 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. l6l 
ceived the Scots, or removed their fcruples ; and 
in compliance to the queen, they palled an aft 
conferring the Crown Matrimonial on the dau- 
phin ; and with the fondelt credulity trulted to 
the frail fecurity of words and llatutes againft 
the dangerous encroachments of power 

The concurrence of the proteftants with the 
queen regent in promoting a meafure fo accept- 
able to France, while the popifh clergy, under 
the influence of the archbilhop of St. Andrew’s, 
oppofed it with fo much violenceu, is one of 
thofe lingular circumftances in the conduft of 
parties, for which this period is fo remarkable. 
It may be afcribed, in fome degree, to the dex- 
terous management of the queen, but chiefly to 
the moderation of thofe who favoured the re- 
formation. The proteftants were by this time 
alrnoft equal to the catholics both in power and 
in number ; and, confcious of their own ftrength, 
they fubmitted with impatience to that tyranni- 
cal authority with which the ancient laws armed 
the ecclefiaftics againft them. They longed to 
be exempted from this oppreflive jurifdiftion, 
and publicly to enjoy the liberty of profeffing 
thofe opinions, and of exercifmg that worfhip 
which fo great a part of the nation deemed to 
be founded in truth, and to be acceptable to the 

f The act of parliament is worded with the utmoft care, 
with a view to guard againft any breach of the order of fuc- 
ceftion. But the duke, not relying on this alone, entered 
a folemn proteftation to fecure his own right. Keith, 76. 
Jt is plain that he fufpeited the French of having fome in- 
tention to fet afide his right of fucceftion ; and, indeed, 
if they had no dffign of that kind, the eagernefs with which 
they urged their demand was childifli. 

u Mclv. 47, 
p l Deity. 
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Deity. This indulgence, to which the whole 
weight of pridlly authority was oppofed, there 
were only two ways of obtaining. Either vio- 
lence mull extort it from the reluftant hand of 
their fovereign, or by prudent compliances they 
might expeft it from her favour or her gratitude. 
The former is an expedient for the redrefs of 
grievances, to which no nation has recourfe fud- 
denly ; and fubjefts feldom venture upon refin- 
ance, which is their lall remedy, but in cafes of 

^ extreme neceffity. On this occalion the reform- 
ers wifely held the oppofite courfe, and by their 
zeal in forwarding the queen’s defigns, they 
hoped to merit her protedlion. This difpofition 
the queen encouraged to the utmoft, and amufed 
them fo artfully with many promifes and fome 
concefiions, that, by their afiiftance, fhe fur- 
mounted in parliament the force of a national 
and laudable jealoufy, which would otherwife 
have fwayed with the greater number. 

Another circumltance contributed fomewhat 
to acquire the regent fuch conliderable influence 
in this parliament. In Scotland all the bifhop- 
rics, and thofe abbeys which conferred a title to 
a feat in parliament, were in the gift of the 
crown x. From the time of her acceflion to the 
regency the queen had kept in her own hands 
almofl: all thofe which became vacant, except 
fuch as were, to the great difgull of the nation, 
bellowed upon foreigners. Among thefe, her 
brother the cardinal of Lorrain had obtained the 
abbeys of Kelfo and Melrofs, two of the moll 
wealthy foundations in the kingdom F. By this 

x See Book I. y Lelly, zoz. 

condud 
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conduct (he thinned the eccleiiaftical bench z, 
which was entirely under the influence of the 
archbifhop of St. Andrew’s, and which, by its 
numbers and authority, ufually had great weight 
in the houfe, fo as to render any oppofition it 
could give at that time of little confequence. 

The earl of Argyll, and James Stewart prior 
of St. Andrew’s, one the moll powerful, and 
the other the molt popular leader of the pro- 
tellants, were appointed to carry the crown and 
other enfigns of royalty to the dauphin. But 
from this they were diverted by the part they 
were called to act in a more intereiling fcene, 
which now begins to open. 

Before we turn towards this, it is neceflary to 
obferve, that on the feventeenth of November, 
one thoufand five hundred and fifty-eight, Mary 
of England finifhed her Ihort and inglorious 
reign. Her filler Elizabeth took pofieffion of 
the throne without oppofition ; and the pro- 
tellant religion was once more ellablilhed by law 
in England. The acceffion of a queen who, 
under very difficult circumftances, had given 
itrong indications of thofe eminent qualities, 
which, in the fequel, rendered her reign fo illuf- 
trious, attracted the eyes of all Europe. Among 
the Scots both parties obferved her firft motions 
with the utmoll folicitude, as they eafily forefaw 
that ffie would not remain long an indifferent 
fpeclator of their tranfaftions. 

Under many difcouragements and much op- 
preffion, the reformation advanced towards a full 

z It appears from the rolls of this parliament, which 
Lefly calls a very full one, that only feven bilhops and lix- 
teen abbots were prefent. 

eltablilh- 



164 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. 1U 
cftabliihment in Scotland. All the low country, 
the moll populous, and at that time the molt 
warlike part of the kingdom, was deeply tinc- 
tured with the proteftant opinions ; and if the 
fame impreflions were not made in the more 
diftant counties, it was owing to no want of the 
fame difpofitions among the people, but to the 
fcarcity of preachers, whofe moll indefatigable 
zeal could not fatisfy the avidity of thofe who 
defired their inltrudlions. Among a people 
bred to arms, and as prompt as the Scots to a£t 
with violence, and in an age when religious 
paffions had taken fuch Itrong polfelhon of the 
human mind, and moved and agitated it with fo 
much violence, the peaceable and regular de- 
meanour of fo numerous a party is allonilhing. 
From the death of Mr. Patrick Hamilton the 
lirlt who fuffered in Scotland for the proteftant 
religion, thirty years had elapled, and during fo 
long a period no violation of public order or 
tranquillity had proceeded from that feet ; and 
though roufed and irritated by the molt cruel 
excelfes of ecclelialtical tyranny, they did, in no 
inllance,tranfgrefs thofe bounds of duty which the 
law prelcribes to fubjedts. Befides the prudence 
of their own leaders, and the protection which the 
queen regent,from political motives,affordedthem, 
the moderation of the archbilhop of St. Andrew’s 
encouraged this pacific difpoiition. That pre- 
late, whofe private life cotemporary writers tax 
with great irregularities b, governed the church, 

a The murder of Cardinal Beatoun was occafioned by pri- 
vate revenge ; and being contrived and executed by fixteen 
perfons only, cannot with juftice be imputed to the whole 
proteftant party. 

b Knox, Buchanan, Keith, 208. 
for 
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for fome years, with a temper and prudence of 
which there are few examples in that age. But 
fome time before the meeting of lail parliament, 
the archbilhop departed from thofe humane 
maxims by which he had hitherto regulated his 
conduft ; and whether in fpite to the queen, 
who had entered into fo clofe an union with the 
proteftants, or in compliance with the importu- 
nities of his clergy, he let loofe all the rage of 
perfecution againft the reformed, fentenced to 
the flames an aged prieft, who had been con- 
vifted of embracing the proteftant opinions; 
and fummoned feveral others, fufpefted of the 
fame crime, to appear before a fynod of the 
clergy, which was foon to convene at Edinburgh. 

Nothing could equal the horror of the pro- 
teftants at this unexpefted and barbarous exe- 
cution, but the zeal with which they efpoufed 
the defence of a caufe that now feemed devoted 
to deftruftion. They had immediate recourfe to 
the queen regent ; and as her fuccefs in the 
parliament, which was then about to meet, de- 
pended on their concurrence, (he not only ftiel- 
tered them from the impending ftorm, but per- 
mitted them the exercife of their religion with 
more freedom than they had hitherto enjoyed. 
Unfatisfied with this precarious tenure by which 
they held their religious liberty, the proteftants 
laboured to render their poffeffion of it more 
fecure and independent. With this view they 
determined to petition the parliament for fome 
legal protection againft the exorbitant and op- 
preflive jurifdittion of the ecclefiaftical courts, 
which, by their arbitrary method of proceeding, 

founded 
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founded in the canon low, were led to fentences 
the moft (hocking to humanity, by maxims the 
moft repugnant to jultice. But the queen, who 
dreaded the effedt of a debate on this delicate 
fubjeft, which could not fail of exciting high 
and dangerous pallions, prevailed on the leaders 
of the party, by new and more folemn promifes of 
her protection, to defift from any application to 
parliament, where their numbers and influence 
woidd in all probability have procured them, if 
not the entire redrefs, at lead fome mitigation of 
their grievances. 

They applied to another aflembly, to a convo- 
cation of the popifh clergy, but with the fame 
ill fuccefs which hath always attended every 
propofal for reformation addrefled to that order 
of men. To abandon ufurped power, to re- 
nounce lucrative error, are facrifices which the 
virtue of individuals has, on fome occafions, of- 
fered to truth ; but from any fociety of men no 
fuch effort can be expefted. The corruptions of 
a fociety, recommended by common utility, and 
juftified by univerfal practice, are viewed by its 
members without (hame or horror ; and reform- 
ation never proceeds from themfelves, but is 
always forced upon them by fome foreign hand. 
Suitable to this unfeeling and inflexible fpirit was 
the behaviour of the convocation in the prefent 
conjuncture. All the demands of the proteft- 
ants were rejected with contempt ; and the 
popifh clergy, far from endeavouring, by any 
prudent conceflions, to footh and to reconcile 
fuch a numerous body, afferted the doCtrines of 
their church, concerning fome of the moft ex- 

ceptionable 
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ceptionable articles, with an ill-timed rigour, 
which gave new offence c. 

1559.] During the fitting of the convoca- 
tion, the proteftants firft began to fufpeft fome 
change in the regent’s difpofition towards them. 
Though joined with them for many years by in- 
tereft, and united, as they conceived, by the 
ftrongeft ties of affeftion and of gratitude, fhe 
difcovered on this occafion evident fymptoms, 
not only of coldnefs, but of a growing difgult 
and averfion. In order to account for this our 
hiitorians do little more than produce the trite ob- 
fervations concerning the influence of profperity 
to alter the character and to corrupt the heart. 
The queen, fay they, having reached the utmofl 
point to which her ambition afpired, no longer 
preferved her accuflomed moderation, but, with 
an infolence ufual to the fortunate, looked down 
upon thofe by whofe affiftance fhe had been en- 
abled to rife fo high. But it is neither in the de- 
pravity of the human heart, nor in the ingrati- 
tude of the queen’s difpofition, that we mult 
fearch for the motives of her prefent conduct. 
Thefe were derived from another and a more re- 
mote fource, which, in order to clear the fubfe- 
quent tranfaflions, we fhall endeavour to open 
with fome care. 

The ambition of the princes of Lorrain had 
been no lefs fuccefsful than daring ; but all their 
fchemes were diftinguiihed by being vafl and un- 
bounded. Though llrangers at the court of 
France, their eminent qualities had raifed them, 
in a fhort time, to an height of power fuperior 
to that of all other fubjefts, and had placed them 

c Keith, 81. 
on 
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on a level even with the princes of the blood 
themfelves. The church, the army, the revenue, 
were under their direftion. Nothing but the 
royal dignity remained unattained, and they were 
elevated to a near alliance with it, by the mar- 
riage of the queen of Scots to the dauphin. In 
order to gratify their own vanity, and to render 
their niece more worthy the heir of France, they 
fet on foot her claim to the crown of England, 
which was founded on pretences not unplauhble. 

The tragical amours and marriages of Hen- 
ry VIII. are known to all the world. Moved by 
the caprices of his love, or of his refentment, that 
impatient and arbitrary monarch had divorced or 
beheaded four of the fix queens whom he mar- 
ried. In order to gratify him, both his daugh- 
ters had been declared illegitimate by a£t of par- 
liament ; and yet, with that fantaflic inconfiftence 
which diitinguifhes his character, he, in his laft 
will, whereby he was empowered to fettle the 
order of fucceflion, called both of them to the 
throne upon the death of their brother Edward ; 
and, at the fame time, palling by the poilerity of 
his eldeft filler Margaret queen of Scotland, he 
appointed the line of fucceflion to continue in the 
del'cendants of his younger lifter the duchefs of 
Suft'olk. 

In confequence of this deftination, the vah’dity 
whereof was admitted by the Englilh, but never 

bouring princes. But the fame caufes which fa- 
cilitated her acceflion to the throne, were obfta- 
cles to the elevation of her lifter Elizabeth, and 
rendered her polfeflion of it precarious and in- 

i fecure. 
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fecure. Rome trembled for the catholic faith, 
under a proteftant queen of fuch eminent abilities. 
The fame fuperftitious fears alanued the court of 
Spain. France beheld with concern a throne, to 
which the queen of Scots could form fo many 
pretenfions, occupied by a rival, whofe birth, in 
the opinion of all good catholics, excluded her 
from any legal right of fucceffion. The impotent 
hatred of the Roman pontiff, or the flow coun- 
cils of Philip II. would have produced no fudden 
or formidable effedl. The ardent and impetuous 
ambition of the princes of Lorrain, who at that 
time governed the court of France, was more de- 
ciiive, and more to be dreaded. Inftigated by 
them, Flenry, foon after the death of Mary, per- 
fuaded his daughter-in-law, and her hulband, to 
affume the title of king and queen of England. 
They affected to publifh this to all Europe. They 
ufed that ftyle and appellation in public papers, 
fome of which ftill remain d. The arms of Eng- 
land were engraved on their coin and plate, and 
borne by them on all occalions. No preparations, 
however, were made to fupport this impolitic and 
premature claim. Elizabeth was already feated 
on her throne ; (he poffeffed all the intrepidity of 
fpirit, and all the arts of policy, which were ne- 
ceffary for maintaining that ftation. England 
was growing into reputation for naval power. 
The marine of France had been utterly negleft- 
ed; and Scotland remained the only avenue by 
which the territories of Elizabeth could be ap- 
proached. It was on that fide, therefore, that 
the princes of Lorrain determined to make their 

>1 Anderf. Diplom. Scot. No. 68 and 164. 
vol. 1. 0^ attack; 
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attack 0 ; and, by ufing the name and pretenfions 
of the Scottifh queen, they hoped to roufe the 
Englifh catholics, formidable at that time by 
their zeal and numbers, and exafperated to the ut- 
moll againft Elizabeth, on account of the change 
which ihe had made in the national religion. 

It was vain to expedf the afliftance of the Scot- 
tifli proteftants to dethrone a queen, whom all Eu- 
rope began to confider the molt powerful guardian 
and defender of the reformed faith. To break the 
power and reputation of that party in Scotland 
became, for this reafon, a neceffary ftep towards 
the invafion of England. With this the princes 
of Lorrain refolved to open their fcheme. And 
as perfecution was the only method for fuppreif- 
ing religious opinions known in that age, or dic- 
tated by the defpotic and fanguinary fpirit of the 
Romifh fuperilition, this, in its utmolt violence, 
they determined to employ. The earl of Argyll, 
the prior of St. Andrew’s, and other leaders of 
the party, were marked out by them for imme- 
diate detraction f; and they hoped, by punilh- 
ing them, to intimidate their followers. Inllruc- 
tions for this purpofe were fent from France to 
the queen regent. That humane and fagacious 
princefs condemned a meafure which was equally 
violent and impolitic. By long refidence in Scot- 
land, flie had become acquainted with the eager 
and impatient temper of the nation ; the well 
knew the power, the number, and popularity of 
the proteftant leaders ; and had been a witnefs to 
the intrepid and unconquerable refolution which 
religious fervour could infpire. What then could 

e Forbes, Colleft. i. 253. 269. 279. 404. 
f Forbes, i. 152. 

be 
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be gained by roufing this dangerous fpirit, which 
hitherto all the arts of policy had fcarcely been 
able to reftrain ? If it once broke loofe, the au- 
thority of a regent would be little capable to fub- 
due, or even to moderate, its rage. If, in order 
to quell it, foreign forces were called in, this 
would give the alarm to the whole nation, irri- 
tated already at the exceffive power which the 
French poffefled in the kingdom, and fufpicious 
of all their defigns. Amidlt the fhock which this 
might occafion, far from hoping to exterminate 
the proteftant dodtrine, it would be well if the 
whole fabric of the eftablilhed church were not 
fhaken, and perhaps overturned from the founda- 
tion. Thefe prudent remonftrances made no im- 
preffion on her brothers ; precipitant, but inflexi- 
ble in all their refolutions, they infilled on the full 
and rigorous execution of their plan. Mary, paf- 
fionately devoted to the intereft of France, and 
ready, on all occafions, to facrifice her own opi- 
nions to the inclinations of her brothers, prepared 
to execute their commands with implicit fubmif- 
fion S, and, contrary to her own judgment, and 
to all the rules of found policy, Ihe became the 
inftrument of exciting civil commotions in Scot- 
land, the fatal termination of which (he forefaw 
and dreaded. 

From the time of the queen’s competition for 
the regency with the duke of Chatelherault, the 
popilh clergy, under the direftion of the arch- 
bilhop of St. Andrew’s, had fet themfelves in 
oppofition to all her meafures. Her firft Itepi 
toward the execution of her new fcheme, was to 
regain their favour. Nor was this reconcilement 

S Melv. 48. Mem. de Caftlenau, ap.Jeb, vol. ii. 446. 
0^2 a mat- 
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a matter of difficulty. The popiffi ecclefiaftics, 
feparated from the reft of mankind by the law of 
celibacy, one of the boldeft and moil fuccefsful 
efforts of human policy ; and combined among 
themfelves in the clofeft and moft facred union, 
have been accuftomed, in every age, to facriftce 
all private and particular paffions to the dignity 
and intereft of their order. Delighted on this 
occafion with the profpedt of triumphing: over a 
faftion, the encroachments of which they had 
long dreaded, and animated with the hopes of re- 
eftablifhing their declining grandeur on a firmer 
bafis, they, at once, cancelled the memory of paft 
injuries, and engaged to fecond the queen in all 
her attempts to check the progrefs of the reforma- 
tion. The queen, being fecure of their affiftance, 
openly approved of the decrees of the convoca- 
tion, by which the principles of the reformers 
were condemned; and at the fame time (he iffued 
a proclamation, enjoining all perfons to obferve 
the approaching feftival of Eafter according to 
the Romiili ritual. 

As it was no longer poffible to miftake the 
queen’s intentions, the proteftants, who law the 
danger approach, in order to avert it, employed 
the earl of Glencairn, and fir Hugh Campbell of 
London, to expoftulate with her concerning this 
change towards feverity, which their former fer- 
vices had fo little merited, and which her re- 
iterated promifes gave them no reafon to expect. 
She, without difguife or apology, avowed to them 
her refolution of extirpating the reformed reli- 
gion out of the kingdom. And, upon their ur- 
ging her former engagements with an uncourtly, 
but honeft boldnefs, Ihe fo far forgot her ufual 

modera- 
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moderation, as to utter a fentiment, which, how- 
ever apt thofe of royal condition may be to en- 
tertain it, prudence fhould teach them to conceal 
as much as pofiible. “ The promifes of princes,” 
fays fhe, “ ought not to be too carefully remem- 
bered, nor the performance of them exafted, un- 
lefs it fuits their own conveniency.” 

The indignation which betrayed the queen into 
this rafh expreffion, was nothing in comparifon of 
that with which fhe was animated, upon hearing 
that the public exercife of the reformed religion 
had been introduced into the town of Perth. At 
once fhe threw off the mafk, and iffued a mandate, 
fummoning all the proteftant preachers in the 
kingdom to a court of juflice, which was to be 
held at Stirling on the tenth of May. The pro- 
teflants, who, from their union, began about this 
time to be diftinguifhed by the name of the Con- 
gregation, were alarmed, but not intimidated 
by this danger ; and inflantly refolved not to 
abandon the men to whom they were indebted for 
the moft valuable of all bleffings, the knowledge 
of truth. At that time there prevailed in Scot- 
land, with refpeft to criminal trials, a cuftom, in- 
troduced at firft by the inflitutions of vaffalage 
and clanfhip, and tolerated afterwards under a 
feeble government; perfons accufed of any crime 
were accompanied to the place of trial by a re- 
tinue of their friends and adherents, aflembled for 
that purpofe from every quarter of the kingdom. 
Authoriied by this ancient practice, the reformed 
convened in great numbers, to attend their pailors 
to Stirling. The queen dreaded their approach 
with a train fo numerous, though unarmed ; and 
in order to prevent them from advancing, fhe em- 

0^ 3 powered 
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powered John Erikine of Dun, a perfon of emi- 
nent authority with the party, to promife in her 
name, that fhe would put a flop to the intended 
trial, on condition the preachers and their retinue 
advanced no nearer to Stirling. Erikine, being 
convinced himfelf of the queen’s fincerity, ferved 
her with the utmoll zeal; and the proteftants, 
averfe from proceeding to any adl of violence, 
liftened with pleafure to fo pacific a propolition. 
The preachers, with a few leaders of the party, 
remained at Perth ; the multitude which had ga- 
thered from different parts of the kingdom dif- 
perfed, and retired to their own habitations. 

But, notwithllanding this folemn promife, the 
queen, on the tenth of May, proceeded to call to 
trial the perfons who had been fummoned, and 
upon their non-appearance the rigour of juftice 
took place, and they were pronounced outlaws. 
By this ignoble artifice, fo incompatible with re- 
gal dignity, and fo inconfiftent with that integrity 
which fhould prevail in all traniacfions between 
fovereigns and their fubjedta, the queen forfeited 
the efteem and confidence of the whole nation. 
The proteftants, (hocked no lefs at the indecency 
with which (he violated the public faith, than at 
the danger which threatened themfelves, prepared 
boldly for their own defence. Erikine, enraged 
at having been made the inftrument for deceiving 
his party, inftantly abandoned Stirling, and re- 
pairing to Perth, added to the zeal of his aflbci- 
ates, by his reprefentations of the queen’s inflexi- 
ble refolution to fupprefs their religion h. 

The popular rhetoric of Knox powerfully fe- 
conded his reprefentations: he having been car- 

h Keith, p, 84. 
vied 
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ried a prifoner into France, together with the 
other perfons taken in the caille of St. Andrew’s, 
foon made his efcape out of that country; and 
refiding fometimes in England, fometimes in 
Scotland, had at laft been driven out of both 
kingdoms by the rage of the popilh clergy, 
and was obliged to retire to Geneva. Thence 
he was called by the leaders of the proteft- 
ants in Scotland; and, in compliance with their 
felicitations, he fet out for his native countiy, 
where he arrived a few days before the trial ap- 
pointed at Stirling. He hurried inftantly to Perth, 
to ihare with his brethren in the common danger, 
or to affilt them in the common caufe. While their 
minds were in that ferment, which the queen’s per- 
hdioufnefs and their own danger occafioned, he 
mounted the pulpit, and by a vehement harangue 
againft idolatry, inflamed the multitude with the 
utmoft rage. The indiferetion of a prieft, who, 
immediately after Knox’s fermon, was preparing 
to celebrate mafs, and began to decorate the altar 
for that purpofe, precipitated them into immedi- 
ate action. With tumultuary, but irrefiftible 
violence, they fell upon the churches in that city, 
overturned the altars, defaced the pictures, broke 
in pieces the images ; and proceeding next to the 
monafleries, they in a few hours laid thofe fump- 
tuous fabrics almoft level with the ground. This 
riotous infurreftion was not the effeft of any con- 
cert, or previous deliberation : ccnfured by the 
reformed preachers, and publicly condemned by 
perfons of moll power and credit with the party, 
it mull be regarded merely as an accidental erup- 
tion of popular rage *. 

‘ Knox, Hilt. 1*7,128. 
But 
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But to the queen dowager thefe proceedings 

appeared in a very different light. Beudes their 
manifeft contempt for her authority, the proteft- 
ants had violated every thing in religion which fhe 
deemed venerable or holy ; and on both thefe ac- 
counts fhe determined to inflift the feverefl ven- 
geance on the whole party. She had already 
drawn the troops in French pay to Stirling ; with 
thefe, and what Scottifh forces fhe could levy of a 
fudden, fhe marched direftly to Perth, in hopes 
of furpriilng the proteftant leaders before they 
could affemble their followers, whom, out of con- 
fidence in her difingenuous promifes, they had 
been rafhly induced to difmifs. Intelligence of 
thefe preparations and menaces was foon convey- 
ed to Perth. The profeftants would gladly have 
ioothed the queen, by addreffes both to herfelf and 
to the perfons of greatell credit in her court; 
but finding her inexorable, they, with great vi- 
gour took meafures for their own defence. Their 
adherents, animated with zeal for religion, and 
eager to expofe themfelves in fo good a caufe, 
flocked in fuch numbers to Perth, that they not 
only fecured the town from danger, but within 
a few days were in a condition to take the field, 
and to face the queen, who advanced with an 
army feven thoufand ftrong. 

Neither party, however, was impatient to en- 
gage. The queen dreaded the event of a battle 
with men whom the fervour of religion raifed 
above the fenfe of fear or of danger. The pro- 
teifants beheld with regret the earl of Argyll, 
the prior of St. Andrew’s, and fome other emi- 
nent perfons of their party, flill adhering to the 
queen; and deftitute of their aid and counfel, 

declined 
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declined hazarding an aftion, the ill fuccefs of 
which might have proved the ruin of their caufe. 
The profpeft of an accommodation was for thefe 
reafons highly acceptable to both fides: Argyll 
and the prior, who were the queen’s commif- 
iioners for conducing the negotiation, feem to 
have been fmcerely defirous of reconciling the 
contending fadtions ; and the earl of Glencairn 

I arriving unexpectedly with a powerful reinforce- 
ment to the congregation, augmented the queen’s 
eagernefs for peace. A treaty was accordingly 
concluded, in which it was ilipulated that both 
armies fhould be difbanded, and the gates of 
Perth fet open to the queen 5 that indemnity 
fhould be granted to the inhabitants of that city, 
and to all others concerned in the late infurrec- 
tion; that no French garrifon fltould be left in 
Perth, and no French foldier fhould approach 
within three miles of that place; and that a par- 
liament fhould immediately be held, in order to 
compofe whatever differences might flill remainlc. 

May 29.] The leaders of the congregation, 
diftruflful of the queen’s fmcerity, and feniible 
that conceffions, flowing not from inclination, 
but extorted by the neceflity of her affairs, could 
not long remain in force, entered into a new af- 
fociation, by which they bound themfelves, on 
the firft infringement of the prefent treaty, or on 
the leaf! appearance of danger to their religion, 
to re-affemble their followers, and to take arms 
in defence of what they deemed the caufe of God 
and of their country ’. 

The queen, by her conduft, demonftrated thefe 
precautions to be the refult of no groundlefs or 

k Keith, 89. 1 Knox, 138. 
unne- 
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unneceffary fear. No fooner were the proteftant 
forces diimiffed, than fhe broke every article in 
the treaty. She introduced French troops into 
Perth, fined fome of the inhabitants, banifhed 
others, removed the magiftrates out of office, 
and, on her retiring to Stirling, ffie left behind 
her a garrifon of fix hundred men, with orders 
to allow the exercife of no other religion than the 
Roman catholic. The fituation of Perth, a place 
at that time of fome ftrength, and a town among 
the moft proper of any in the kingdom for the 
ftation of a garrifon, feems to have allured the 
queen to this unjuftifiable and ill-judged breach 
of public faith; which fhe endeavoured to colour, 
by alleging that the body of men left at Perth 
was entirely compofed of native Scots, though 
kept in pay by the king of France. 

The queen’s fcheme began gradually to un- 
fold ; it was now apparent, that not only the 
religion, but the liberties of the kingdom were 
threatened ; and that the French troops were to 
be employed as inftruments for fubduing the 
Scots, and wreathing the yoke about their necks. 
Martial as the genius of the Scots then was, the 
poverty of their country made it impoffible to 
keep their armies long affembled; and even a 
very fmall body of regular troops might have 
proved formidable to the nation, though confifl- 
ing wholly of foldiers. But what number of 
French forces were then in Scotland, at what 
times, and under what pretext they returned, 
after having left the kingdom in one thoufand 
five hundred and fifty, we cannot with any cer- 
tainty determine. Contemporary hiftorians often 
feled with little judgment the circumftance^ 

which 
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which they tranfmit to pofterity ; and with re- 
fpedt to matters of the greateft curiofity and im- 
portance, leave fucceeding ages altogether in 
the dark. We may conjefture, however, from 
fome paffages in Buchanan, that the French, and 
Scots in French pay, amounted at leaft to three 
thoufand men, under the command of Monfieur 
D’Oyfel, a creature of the houfe of Guife ; and 
they were foon augmented to a much more form- 
idable number. 

The queen, encouraged by having fo confider- 
able a body of well-difciplined troops at her com- 
mand, and infligated by the violent counfels of 
D’Oyfel, had ventured, as we have obferved, to 
violate the treaty of Perth, and by that rafh ac- 
tion, once more threw the nation into the molt 
dangerous convulfions. The earl of Argyll and 
the prior of St. Andrew’s, inftantly deferted a 
court where faith and honour feemed to them to 
be no longer regarded ; and joined the leaders 
of the congregation, who had retreated to the 
eaftern part of Fife. The barons from the neigh- 
bouring counties repaired to them, the preachers 
roufed the people to arms, and wherever they 
came, the fame violent operations which accident 
had occafioned at Perth, were now encouraged, 
out of policy. The enraged multitude was let 
loofe, and churches and monafteries, the monu- 
ments of ecclefiaftic pride and luxury, were facri- 
ficed to their zeal. 

In order to check their career, the queen, 
without lofing a moment, put her troops in mo- 
tion ; but the zeal of the congregation got the 
ftart once more of her vigilance and aftivity. In 
that warlike age, when all men were accuftomed 

to 
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to arms, and on the leail profpeft of danger were 
ready to run to them, the leaders of the proteft- 
ants found no difficulty to raife an army. 
Though they fet out from St. Andrew’s with 
a flender train of an hundred horfe, crowds 
flocked to their ftandards from every corner of 
the country through which they marched ; and 
before they reached Falkland, a village only ten 
miles diflant, they were able to meet the queen 
with fuperior force,n. 

The queen, furprifed at the approach of fo 
formidable a body, which was drawn up by its 
leaders in fuch a manner as added greatly in ap- 
pearance to its numbers, had again recourfe to 
negotiation. She found, however, that the pre- 
fervation of the proteftant religion, their zeal for 
which had at firit roufed the leaders of the con- 
gregation to take arms, was not the only object 
they had now in view. They were animated 
with the warmeft love of civil liberty, which 
they conceived to be in imminent danger from 
the attempts of the French forces ; and thefe 
two paffions mingling, added reciprocally to each 
Other’s ftrength. Together with more enlarged 
notions in religion, the reformation filled the hu- 
man mind with more liberal and generous fenti- 
ments concerning civil government. The genius of 
popery is extremely favourable to the power of 
princes. The implicit fubmiffion to all her de- 
crees, which is exafted by the Romifii church, 
prepares and breaks the mind for political fervi- 
tude ; and the doftrines of the reformers, by 
overturning the eftablifiied fyftem of fuperflition, 
weakened the firmeft foundations of civil ty- 

m Knox,, 141, 
ranny. 



I559,l HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. l8l 
ranny. That bold fpirit of inquiry, which led 
men to rejeft theological errors, accompanied 
them in other fciences, and difcovered every 
where the fame manly zeal for truth. A new 
ftudy, introduced at the fame time, added 
greater force to the fpirit of liberty. Men be- 
came more acquainted with the Greek and Ro- 
man authors, who defcribed exquifite models of 

| free government, far fuperior to the inaccurate 
and oppreflive fyilem ellablithed by the feudal 
law ; and produced fuch illuftrious examples of 
public virtue, as wonderfully fuited both the 
circumftances and fpirit of that age. Many 
among the moft eminent reformers were them- 
felves confiderable mailers in ancient learning, 
and all of them eagerly adopted the maxims and 
fpirit of the ancients with regard to govern- 
ment n. The moll ardent love of liberty accom- 
panied the protellant religion throughout all its 
progrefs; and wherever it was embraced, it 
roufed an independent fpirit, which rendered men 
attentive to their privileges as fubjedls, and jea- 
lous of the encroachments of their fovereigns. 
Knox, and the other preachers of the reform- 
ation, infufed generous fentiments concerning go- 

n The exceffive admiration of ancient policy was theocca- 
fion of Knox’s famous book concerning the Government of 
Women, wherein, conformable to the maxims of the ancient 
legiflators, which modern experience has proved to be ill- 
founded, he pronounces the elevation of women to the fu- 
preme authority to be utterly deltruftive of good govern- 
ment. His principles, authorities, and examples were all 
drawn from ancient writers. The fame obfervations may 
be made with regard to Buchanan’s Dialogue, De Jure Regni 
apud Scores. It is founded not on the maxims of feudal, but 
of ancient republican governments. 

VOL. I. & vernment 
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vernment into the minds of their hearers ; and 
the Scottiih harons, naturally free and bold, 
were prompted to aflert their rights with more 
freedom and boldnefs than ever. Inftead of 
obeying the queen regent, who had enjoined 
them to lay down their arms, they demanded 
not only the redrefs of their religious grievances, 
but, as a preliminary toward fettling the nation 
and fecuring its liberties, required the immediate 
expulfion of the French troops out of Scotland. 
It was not in the queen’s power to make fo impor- 
tant a conceffion without the concurrence of the 
French monarch ; and as fome time w'as requifite 
in order to obtain that, ihe hoped, during this in- 
terval,to receivefuch reinforcements from France, 
as would infure the accompli Him ent of that 
deiign which Ihe had twice attempted with 
unequal ftrength. Meanwhile Hie agreed to a 
cefl'ation of arms for eight days [June 13], and 
before the expiration of thefe, engaged to tranf- 
port the French troops to the fouth fide of the 
Forth, and to fend commiffioners to St. An- 
drew’s, w’ho fliould labour to bring all differences 
to an accommodation. As fhe hoped, by means 
of the French troops, to overawe the proteft- 
ants in the fouthern counties, the former article 
in the treaty was punctually executed ; the lat- 
ter, having been inferted merely to amufe the 
congregation, was no longer remembered. 

By thefe reiterated and wanton inftances of 
perfidy, the queen loft all credit w ith her adver- 
faries ; and no fafety appearing in any other 
courfe, they again took arms with more inflamed 
refentment, and with bolder and more extenfive 
views. The removing of the French forces had 

laid 
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laid open to them all the country fituated be- 
tween Forth and Tay. The inhabitants of 
Perth alone remaining fubjected to the infolence 
and exactions of the garrifon which the queen 
had left there, implored the affiilance of the 
congregation for their relief. Thither they 
marched, and having without effedl required the 
queen to evacuate the town in terms of the for- 
mer treaty, they prepared to befiege it in form. 
The queen employed the earl of Huntly and 
lord Erlkine to divert them from this enterprife. 
But her wonted artifices were now of no avail; 
repeated fo often they could deceive no longer; 
and without liftening to her offers, the proteflants 
continued the fiege, and foon obliged the garri- 
fon to capitulate. 

After the lofs of Perth, the queen endeavoured 
to feize Stirling, a place of forae llrength, and, 
from its command of the only bridge over the 
Forth, of great importance. But the leaders of 
the congregation having intelligence of her de- 
fign, prevented the execution of it, by an hafty 
march thither with part of their forces. The 
inhabitants, heartily attached to the caufe, fet 
open to them the gates of their town. Thence 
they advanced with the fame rapidity towards 
Edinburgh, which the queen, on their approach, 
abandoned with precipitation, and retired to 
Dunbar. 

The proteftant army, wherever it came, kin- 
dled or fpread the ardour of reformation, and 
the utmofl exceffes of violence were committed 
upon churches and monafleries. The former 
were fpuiied of every decoration which was then 
e deemed facred ; the latter were laid in ruins. 

r 2 We 
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We are apt, at this diftance of time, to condemn 
the furious zeal of the reformers, and to regret 
the overthrow of fo many llately fabrics, the 
monuments of our anceftors magnificence, and 
among the nobleft ornaments of the kingdom. 
But amidft the violence of a reformation, carried 
on in oppofition to legal authority, fome irregu- 
larities were unavoidable ; and perhaps no one 
could have been permitted more proper to allure 
and intereft the multitude, or more fatal to the 
grandeur of the eftablhhed church. How ab- 
furd foever and ill-founded the fpeculative errors 
of popery may be, fome enquiry and attention 
are requifite towards difeovering them. The 
abufes and corruptions which had crept into the 
public worlhip of that church, lay more open to 
obfervation, and by finking the fenfes, excited 
more univerfal difguft. Under the long reign 
of heathenifm, fuperftition feems to have ex- 
haufted its talent of invention, fo that when a 
fuperftitious fpirit feized Chriftians, they were 
obliged to imitate the heathens in the pomp and 
magnificence of their ceremonies, and to borrow 
from them the ornaments and decorations of 
their temples. To the pure and fimple worlhip 
of the primitive Chriftians, there fucceeded a 
fpecies of fplendid idolatry, nearly refembling 
thofe pagan originals whence it had been copied. 
The contrariety of fuch obfervances to the 
fpirit of Chriftianity, was almoft the firft thing, 
in the Romilh fyftem, which awakened the in- 
dignation of the reformers, who, applying to 
thefe the denunciations in the Old Teftament 
againft idolatry, imagined that they could not 
endeavour at fuppreffing them with too much 

zeal. 
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zeal. No talk could be more acceptable to the 
multitude than to overturn thofe feats of fuper- 
ftition ; they ran with emulation to perform it, 
and happy was the man whofe hand was moll 
adventurous and fuccefsful in executing a work 
deemed fo pious. Nor did-their leaders labour 
to rellrain this impetuous fpirit of reformation. 
Irregular and violent as its fallies were, they 
tended directly to that end which they had in 
view ; for by demolilhing the monafteries 
throughout the kingdom, and fetting at liberty 
their wretched inhabitants, they hoped to render 
it impoflible ever to rebuild the one, or to re- 
affemble the other. 

But, amidft thefe- irregular proceedings, a cir- 
cumllance, which does honour to the condudl 
and humanity of the leaders of the congregation, 
deferves notice. They fo far reftrained the rage 
of their followers, and were able fo to temper 
their heat and zeal, that few of the Roman 
catholics were expofed to any perfonal infult, 
and not a fingle man fuffered death °. 

At the fame time we difcover, by the facility 
with which thefe great revolutions were effected, 
how violently the current of national favour ran 
towards the reformation. No more than three 
hundred men marched out of Perth under the 
earl of Argyll and prior of St. Andrew’s P; 
with this inconfiderable force they advanced. 
But wherever they came, the people joined them 
in a body ; their army was feldom lefs numerous 
than five thoufand men ; the gates of every 
town were thrown open to receive them ; and, 

0 Lefly, ap. Jebb, vol. i. 231. p Keith, 94. 
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without ftriking a fingle blow, they took pofieffion 
of the capital of the kingdom [June 29J. 

This rapid and aftonifhing fuccefs feems to 
have encouraged the reformers to extend their 
views, and to rife in their demands. Not fatis- 
fied with their iirit claim of toleration for their 
religion, they now openly aimed at eftablifhing 
the proteftant doctrine on the rnins of popery. 
For this reafon they determined to fix their refi- 
dence at Edinburgh ; and, by their appointment, 
Knox, andfome other preachers, taking poifelfion 
of the pulpits, which had been abandoned by 
the affrightened clergy, declaimed againit the 
errors of popery with fuch fervent zeal as could 
not fail of gaining many profelytes. 

In the mean time the queen, who had pru- 
dently given way to a torrent which (he could 
not refill, obferved with pleafure that it now 
began to fubiide. The leaders of the congre- 
gation had been above two months in arms, and 
by the expences of a campaign protracted fo 
long beyond the ufual time of fervice in that 
age, had exhaufted all the money which a coun- 
try, where riches did not abound, had been able 
to fupply. The multitude, dazzled with their 
fuccefs, and concluding the work to be already 
done, retired to their own habitations. A few 
only of the more zealous or wealthy barons re- 
mained with their preachers at Edinburgh. As 
intelligence is procured in civil wars with little 
difficulty, whatever was tranfafted at Edinburgh 
was foon known at Dunbar. The queen, regu- 
lating her own condudf by the fituation of her 
adverfaries, artfully amufed them with the pro- 
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fpeft of an immediate accommodation ; while, 
at the fame time, fhe by ftudied delays fpun out 
the negotiations for that purpofe to fuch a 
length, that in the end the party dwindled to an 
inconfiderable number; and, as if peace had 
been already re-eftablifhed, became carelefs of mi- 
litary difcipline. The queen, who watched for 
fuch an opportunity, advanced unexpeftedly, by 
a hidden march in the night, with all her forces, 
and appearing before Edinburgh, filled that 
city with the utmoft confternation. The pro- 
teflants, weakened by the imprudent difperlion 
of their followers, durft not encounter the 
French troops in the open field; and were even 
unable to defend an ill-fortified town againfl 
their affaults. Unwilling, however, to aban- 
don the citizens to the queen’s mercy, they en- 
deavoured, by facing the enemy’s army, to 
gain time for colledting their own aflbciates. 
But the queen, in fpite of all their reiiilance, 
would have eafily forced her way into the town, 
if the feafonable conclufion of a truce had not 
procured her admiffion without the effufion of 
blood. 

Their dangerous fituation eafily induced the 
leaders of the congregation to liften to any 
overtures of-peace ; and as the queen was look- 
ing daily for the arrival of a ftrong reinforcement 
from France, and expected great advantages 
from a cefiation of arms, fhe alfo agreed to it 
upon no unequal conditions. Together with a 
fufpenfion of hoftilities, from the 24th of July 
to the 10th of January, it was ftipulated in 
this treaty, that, on the one hand, the proteft- 
ants fhould open the gates of Edinburgh next 

morning 
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morning to the queen regent; remain in dutiful 
fubjection to her government ; abftain from all 
future violation of religious houfes ; and give 
no interruption to the eltablifhed clergy, either 
in the difcharge of their functions, or in the 
enjoyment of their benefices. On the other 
hand, the queen agreed to give no moleftation to 
the preachers or profefiors of the protellant re- 
ligion ; to allow the citizens of Edinburgh, 
during the cefiation of hoftilities, to enjoy the 
exercife of religious worihip according to the 
form moll: agreeable to the confidence of each 
individual ; and to permit the free and public 
profeffion of the proteftant faith in every part 
of the kingdom “b The queen, by thefe liberal 
conceffions in behalf of their religion, hoped to 
footh the proteftants, and expefted, from indul- 
ging their favourite pafiion, to render them more 
compliant with refpeft to other articles, particu- 
larly the expulfion of the French troops out of 
Scotland. The anxiety which the queen ex- 
preffed for retaining this body of men, rendered 
them more and more the obje&s of national 
jealoufy and averfion. The immediate expulfion 
of them was therefore demanded anew, and 
with greater 'warmth ; but the queen, taking 
advantage of the diltrefs of the adverfe party, 
eluded the requeft, and would confent to nothing 
more than that a French garrifon fliould not be 
introduced into Edinburgh. 

The defperate ftate of their affairs impofed on 
the congregation the necefiity of agreeing to 
this article, which, however, was very far from 
giving them fatisfaction. Whatever apprehen- 

q Keith, 98. Maitland, Hilt, of Edinb. 16, 17 
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fions the Scots had conceived from retaining the 
French forces in the kingdom, were abundantly 
juftified during the late commotions. A fmall 
body of thofe troops, maintained in conftant pay, 
and rendered formidable by regular difcipline, 
had checked the progrefs of a martial people, 
though animated with zeal both for religion and 
liberty. The fmalleft addition to their number, 
and a confiderable one was daily expected, might 
prove fatal to the public liberty, and Scotland 
might be expofed to the danger of being re- 
duced from an independent kingdom, to the 
mean condition of a province, annexed to the 
dominions of its powerful ally. 

In order to provide _ againlt this imminent ca- 
lamity, the duke of Chatelherault, and earl of 
Huntly, immediately after concluding the truce, 
defired an interview with the chiefs of the con- 
gregation. Thefe two noblemen, the moft po- 
tent at that time in Scotland, were the leaders 
of the party which adhered to the eftablifhed 
church. They had followed the queen during 
the late commotions, and having accefs to ob- 
ferve more narrowly the dangerous tendency of 
her councils, their abhorrence of the yoke which 
was preparing for their country furmounted all 
other confiderations, and determined them rather 
to endanger the religion which they profeffed, 
than to give their aid towards the execution of 
her pernicious defigns. They proceeded far- 
ther, and promifed to Argyll, Glencairn, and 
the prior of St. Andrew’s, who were appointed 
to meet them, that if the queen (hould, with her 
ufual inlincerity, violate any article in the treaty 
of truce, or refufe to gratify the wifhes of the 

whole 
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whole nation, by difmifiing her French troops, 
they would then inftantly join with their coun- 
trymen in compelling her to a meafure which the 
public fafety, and the prefervation of their li- 
berties, rendered neceflaryr. 

July 8.J About this time died Henry II. of 
France; juft when he had adopted a fyftem 
with regard to the affairs of Scotland, which 
would, in all probability, have reftored union 
and tranquillity to that kingdoms. Towards 
the clofe of his reign, the princes of Lorrain 
began vifibly to decline in favour, and the con- 
ftable Montmorency, by the affiftance of the 
duchefs of Valentinois, recovered that afcendant 
over the Ipirit of his mafter, which his great ex 
perience, and his faithful, though often unfortu- 
nate, fervices, feemed juftly to merit. That 
prudent minifter imputed the infurredtions in 
Scotland wholly to the duke of Guife and the 
cardinal of Lorrain, whofe violent and preci- 
pitant councils could not fail of tranfporting, 
beyond all bounds of moderation, men whofe 
minds were poffeffed with that jealoufy which is 
infeparable from the love of civil liberty, or in- 
flamed with that ardour which accompanies re- 
ligious zeal. Montmorency, in order to con- 
vince Henry that he did not load his rivals with 
any groundlefs accufation, prevailed to have 
Melvil t, a Scottifti gentleman of his retinue, dif- 
patched into his native country with inftrutftions 
to obferve the motions both of the regent and 
of her adverfaries; and the king agreed to re- 
gulate his future proceedings in that kingdom 
by Melvil’s report. 
f Knox, 154. 5 Melv, 49. * The author of the Memoirs. 
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Did hiftory indulge herfelf in thefe fpecula- 

tions, it would be amufmg to inquire what a 
different direction might have been given by this 
refolution to the national fpirit; and to what a 
different iffue Melvil’s report, which would have 
fet the conduct of the malecontents in the moil 
favourable light, might have conducted the pub- 
lic diforders. Perhaps by gentle treatment and 
artful policy the progrefs of the reformation 
might have been checked, and Scotland brought 
to depend upon France. Perhaps, by gaining pof- 
feffion of this avenue, the French might have 
made their way into England, and, under colour 
of fupporting Mary’s title to the crown, they 
might not only have defeated all Elizabeth’s 
meafures in favour of the reformation, but have 
re-ellablifhed the Roman catholic religion, and 
deflroyed the liberties of that kingdom. But 
into this boundlefs field of fancy and conjefture 
the hiftorian mull make no excurfions ; to relate 
real occurrences, and to explain their real caufes 
and effects, is his peculiar and only province. 

The tragical and untimely death of the French 
monarch put an end to all moderate and pacific 
meafures with regard to Scotland. The duke 
of Guife, and the cardinal his brother, upon 
the acceffion of Francis II. a prince void of 
genius and without experience, affumed the 
chief diredtion of French affairs. Allied fo 
nearly to the throne, by the marriage of their 
niece the queen of Scots with the young 
king, they now wanted but little of regal dig- 
nity, and nothing of regal power. This power 
did not long remain inadlive in their hands. 
The fame vail fchemes of ambition which they 

had 
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had planned out under the former reign, were 
again refumed ; and they were enabled, by pof- 
feffing fuch ample authority, to purfue them 
with more vigour and greater probability of 
fuccefs. They beheld, with infinite regret, the 
progrefs of the protefiant religion in Scotland ; 
and, fenfible what an unfurmountable obftacle it 
would prove to their defigns, they bent all their 
ftrength to check its growth, before it rofe to 
any greater height. For this purpofe they carried 
on their preparations with all pofiible expedition, 
and encouraged the queen their fifter to expeft, 
in a fliort time, the arrival of an army fo powerful 
as the zeal of their adverfaries, however defpe- 
rate, would not venture to oppofe. 

Nor were the lords of the congregation either 
ignorant of thofe violent counfels which prevailed 
in the court of France lince the death of Henry, 
or carelefs of providing againll the danger which 
threatened them from that quarter. The fuccefs 
of their caufe, as well as their perfonal fafety, de- 
pending entirely on the unanimity and vigour of 
their own refolutions, they endeavoured to guard 
againft divifion, and to cement together more 
clofely, by entering into a ftrifter bond of con- 
federacy and mutual defence. Two perfons con- 
curred in this new aifociation, who brought a 
great acceffion both of reputation and of power 
to the party. Thefe were, the duke of Chatel- 
herault, and his eldeft fon the earl of Arran. 
This young nobleman, having refided fome years 
in France, where he commanded the Scottifh 
guards, had imbibed the proteftant opinions con- 
cerning religion. Hurried along by the heat of 
youth and the zeal of a profelyte, he had uttered 

fenti- 
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fentiments with refpeft to the points in contro- 
verfy, which did not fait the temper of a bigot- 
ted court, intent at that junfture on the extinc- 
tion of the proteftant religion ; in order to ac- 
complifh which, the greateil excelfes of violence 
were committed. The church was fuffered to 
wreak its utmoll fury upon all who were fufpect- 
ed of herefy. Courts were erecled in different 
parts of France, to take cognizance of this crime, 
and by their fentences feveral perfons of diltinc- 
tion were condemned to the flames. 

But, in order to infpire more univerfal terror, 
the princes of Lorrain refolved to feledf, for a fa- 
crifice, fome perfon whofe fall might convince all 
ranks of men, that neither fplendour of birth, nor 
eminence in ffation, could exempt from punifh- 
ment thofe who fhould be guilty of this unpar- 
donable tranfgrefiion. The earl of Arran was the 
perfon deftined to be the unhappy vidtim u. As 
he was allied to one throne, and the prefumptive 
heir to another ; as he pofl'effed the firft rank in 
his own country, and enjoyed an honourable Na- 
tion in France ; his condemnation could not fail 
of making the defired impreffion on the whole 
kingdom. But the cardinal of Lorrain having 
let fall fome expreflions, which raifed Arran’s 
fufpicions of the defign, he efcaped the intended 
blow by a timely flight. Indignation, zeal, refent- 
ment, all prompted him to feek revenge upon 
thefe perfecutors of himfelf and of the religion 
which he profeffed; and as he palled through 
England on his return to his native country, 
Elizabeth by hopes and promifes inflamed thofe 
paffions, and fent him back into Scotland, ani- 

u Thuan. lib. xxiv. p. 46a. Edit. Francof. 
VOL. I. S mated 
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mated with the fame implacable averfion to 
France which poffeffed a great part of his coun- 
trymen. He quickly communicated thefe fenti— 
ments to his father the duke of Chatelherault, who 
was already extremely difgufted with the meafures 
carrying on in Scotland ; and as it was the fate 
of that nobleman to be governed in every inftance 
by thofe about him, he now fuffered himfelf to 
be drawn from the queen regent; and, having 
joined the congregation, was confidered, from 
that time, as the head of the party. 

But, with refpeti to him, this diftintfion was 
merely nominal. James Stewart, prior of St. An- 
drew’s, was the perfon who moved and actuated 
the whole body of the proteftants, among whom 
he pofTeffed that unbounded confidence which 
his itrenuous adherence to their intcreft and his 
great abilities fo juftly merited. He was the 
natural fon of James V. by a daughter of lord 
Erfkine ; and as that amorous monarch had left 
feveral others a burden upon the crown, they 
were all deftined for the church, where they could 
be placed in ftations of dignity and affluence. 
In confequence of this refolution, the priory of 
St. Andrew’s had been conferred upon James : 
but, during fo bufy a period, he foon became 
difgulted with the indolence and retirement of a 
monaftic life ; and his enterprifing genius called 
him forth to aft a principal part on a more pub- 
lic and confpicuous theatre. The fcene in which 
he appeared required talents of different kinds : 
military virtue and political difcernment were 
equally neceffary in order to render him illuftri- 
ous. Thefe he poffeffed in an eminent de- 
gree. To the moil unqueilionable perfonal bra- 

ver)'. 
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very, he added great {kill in the art of war, and 
in every enterprife his arms were crowned with 
fuccefs. His fagacity and penetration in civil 
affairs enabled him, amidft the reeling and turbu- 
lence of fadlions, to hold a profperous courfe ; 
while his boldnefs in defence of the reformation, 
together with the decency, and even feverity, of 
his manners, fecured him the reputation of being 
fincerely attached to religion, without which it 
was impoffible in that age to gain an afcendant 
over mankind. 

It was not without reafon that the queen dread- 
ed the enmity of a man fo capable to obflrudt her 
defigns. As fhe could not, with all her addrefs, 
make the leaft impreffion on his fidelity to his 
affociates, fhe endeavoured to leflen his influence, 
and tofcatter among them the feeds of jealoufy and 
diftruft, by infinuating that the ambition of the 
prior afpired beyond the condition of a fubjeft, 
and aimed at nothing lefs than the crown itfelf. 

An accufation fo improbable gained but little 
credit. Whatever thoughts of this kind the pre- 
fumption of unexpected fuccefs, and his elevation 
to the higheft dignity in the kingdom, may be 
alleged to have infpired at any fubfequent period, 
it is certain that at this juncture he could form 
no fuch vafl defign. To dethrone a queen, who 
was lineal heir to an ancient race of monarchs; 
who had been guilty of no aCtion by which fhe 
could forfeit the efteem and affeCtion of her fub- 
jefts; who could employ, in defence of her rights, 
the forces of a kingdom much more powerful than 
her own ; and to fubftitute in her place, a perfon 
whom the illegitimacy of his birth, by the prac- 
tice of all civilized nations, rendered incapable of 
any inheritance either public or private ; was a 

s 2 projeCf 



I96 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. II. 
projeft fo chimerical as the moft extravagant am- 
bition would hardly entertain, and could never 
conceive to be prafticable. The promife too, 
which the prior made to Melvil, of reliding con- 
ftantly in France, on condition the public griev- 
ances were redreffed x; the confidence repoled in 
him by the duke of Chatelherault, and his fon, 
the prefumptive heirs to the crown; and the con- 
currence of almofl all the Scottifh nobles, in pro- 
moting the meafures by which he gave offence 
to the French court; go far towards his vindica- 
tion from thofe illegal and criminal defigns, with 
the imputation of which the queen endeavoured 
at that time to load him. 

The arrival of a thoufand French foldiers com- 
penfated, in fome degree, for the lofs which the 
queen fuftained by the defection of the duke of 
Chatelherault. Thefe were immediately com- 
manded to fortify Leith, in which place, on ac- 
count of its commodious harbour, and its fitua- 
tion in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, and in 
a plentiful country, the queen refolved to fix the 
head-quarters of her foreign forces. This unpo- 
pular meafure, by the manner of executing 
it, was rendered ftill more unpopular. In 
order to bring the town entirely under their 
command, the French turned out a great part 
of the ancient inhabitants, and taking pof- 
feffion of the houfes, which they had obliged them 
to abandon, prefented to the view of the Scots 
two objects equally irritating and offenfive; on 
the one hand, a number of their countrymen ex- 
pelled their habitations by violence, and wander- 
ing without any certain abode ; on the other, a 
colony of foreigners fettling with their wives and 

* Melvil, 54.. 
children 
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children in the heart of Scotland, growing into 
ftrength by daily reinforcements, and openly pre- 
paring a yoke, to which, without fome timely ex- 
ertion of national fpirit, the whole kingdom muft 
of necefiity fubmit. 

It was with deep concern that the lords of the 
congregation beheld this bold and decifive flep 
taken by the queen regent: nor did they hefitate 
a moment, whether they fhould employ their 
whole ftrength, in one generous effort, to refcue 
their religion and liberty from impending deftruc- 
tion. But, in order to juftify their own conduit, 
and to throw the blame entirely on their adverfa- 
ries, they refolved to preferve the appearances of 
decency and refpeft towards their fuperiors, and 
to have no recourfe to arms without the moft 
urgent and apparent neceflity. They joined, 
with this view, in an an addrefs to the regent 
[Sept. 29]) reprefenting, in the ftrongeft terms, 
their diffatisfaftion with the meafures ftte was pur- 
fuing, and befeeching her to quiet the fears and 
jealoufies of the nation by defifting from fortify- 
ing Leith. The queen, confcious of her prefent 
advantageous iituation, and elated with the hopes 
of frefh fuccours,was in no difpofition for liftening 
to demands utterly inconfiftent with her views, 
and urged with that bold importunity which is fo 
little acceptable to princes f. 

The fuggeftions of her French counfellors con- 
tributed, without doubt, to alienate her ftill far- 
ther from any fcheme of accommodation. As 
the queen was ready on all occafions to difcover 
an extraordinary deference for the opinions of her 

y Haynes, an, 
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countrymen, her brothers, who knew her fecret 
difapprobation of the violent meafures they were 
driving on, took care to place near her fuch per- 
fons as betrayed her, by their infmuations, into 
many actions, which her own unbiaffed judgmeht 
would have highly condemned. As their luccefs 
in the prefent jundture, when all things were 
haftening towards a criiis, depended entirely on 
the queen’s firmnefs, the princes of Lorrain did 
not trull wholly to the influence of their ordinary 
agents; but, in order to add the greater weight 
to their councils, they called in aid the minifters 
of religion ; and, by the authority of their facred 
character, they hoped effedlually to recommend 
to their Idler, that fyllem of feverity which they 
had efpoufed z. With this view, but under pre- 
tence of confounding the protellants by the Ikill 
of fuch able mailers in controverfy, they appoint- 
ed feveral French divines to refide in Scotland. 
At the head of thefe, and with the character of 
legate from the pope, was Pelleve bilhop of 
Amiens, and afterwards archbifhop and cardinal 
of Sens, a furious bigot a, fervilely devoted to the 
houfe of Guife, and a proper inllrument for re- 
commending or executing the moll outrageous 
meafures. 

Amidll the noife and danger of civil arms, 
thefe doctors had little opportunity to difplay 
their addrefs in the ufe of their theological wea- 
pons. But they gave no fmall olfence to the na- 
tion by one of their adlions. They perfuaded 
the queen to feize the church of St. Giles in 
lidinburgh, which had remained, ever fince the 

z Lefiy, 2J5. Caftelneau, ap. Jebb, vol. ii. 446- 473. 
a Davila, Brantome. 
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late truce, in the hands of the proteftants ; and 
having, by a new and folemn confecration, puri- 
fied the fabric from the pollution with which they 
fuppofed the profane minillrations of the protefl- 
ants to have defiled it, they, in direft contradic- 
tion to one article in the late treaty, re-eftablifhed 
there the rites of the Romifh church. This, add- 
ed to the indifference, and even contempt, with 
which the queen received their remonrtrances, 
convinced the lords of the congregation, that it 
was not only vain to expe£t any redrefs of their 
grievances at her hands, but abfolutely neceffary 
to take arms in their own defence. 

The eager and impetuous fpirit of the nation, 
as well as every confideration of good policy, 
prompted them to take this bold ftep without de- 
lay. It was but a fmall part of the French auxi- 
liaries which had as yet arrived. The fortifica- 
tions of Leith, though advancing faft, were itill 
far from being complete. Under thefe circum- 
ftances of difadvantage, they conceived it poffible 
to furprifc the queen’s party, and, by one fudden 
and decifive blow, to prevent all future bloodlhed 
and contention. Full of thefe expeftations, they 
advanced rapidly towards Edinburgh with a nu- 
merous army [Oct. 6.]. But it was no eafy 
matter to deceive an adverfary as vigilant and at- 
tentive as the queen regent. With her ufual faga- 
city, (he both forefaw the danger, and took the 
only proper courfe to avoid it. Inftead of keep- 
ing the field againft enemies fuperior in number, 
and formidable on a day of battle by the ardour 
of their courage, (he retired into Leith, and de- 
termined patiently to wait the arrival of new re- 
inforcements. Slight and unfinifhed as the forti- 

fications 
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fications of that town then were, ihe did .not 
dread the efforts of an army, provided neither 
with heavy cannon, nor with military ftores, and 
little acquainted with the method of attacking 
any place fortified with more art than thofe an- 
cient towers erected all over the kingdom in de- 
fence of private property againft the incurflons of 
banditti. 

Nor did the queen mean while negledt to have 
recourfe to thofe arts which fhe had often em- 
ployed to weaken or divide her adverfaries. By 
private felicitations and promifes fhe fhook the 
fidelity, or abated the ardour of fome. By open 
reproach and accufation fhe blafted the reputa- 
tion, and diminifhed the authority of others. Her 
emiffaries were every where at work, and notwith- 
ftanding the zeal for religion and liberty which 
then animated the nation, they feem to have la- 
boured not without fuccefs. We find Knox, about 
this period, abounding in complaints of the luke- 
warm and languid fpirft which had begun to fpread 
among his party b. But if their zeal flackened a 
little, and fuffered a momentary intermiflion, it 
foon blazed up with frefh vigour, and rofe to a 
greater height than ever. 

The queen herfelf gave occafion to this, by the 
reply which fhe made to a new remonftrance from 
the lords of the congregation. Upon their arrival 
at Edinburgh, they once more reprefented to her 
the dangers arifing from the increafe of the French 
troops, the fortifying of Leith, and her other 
meafures, which they conceived to be deftruftive 
to the peace and liberty of the kingdom; and 
in this addrefs they fpoke in a firmer tone, and 

b Knox, i So. 
avowed, 
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avowed, more openly than ever, their refolution 
of proceeding to the utmoft extremities, in order 
to put a flop to fuch dangerous encroachments. 
To a remonftrance of this nature, and urged with 
fo much boldnefs, the queen replied in terms no 
lefs vigorous and explicit. She pretended that 
Ihe was not accountable to the confederate lords 
for any part of her conduft ; and upon no repre- 
fentation of theirs would {he either abandon mea- 
fures which fhe deemed necefi’ary, or difmifs 
forces which fhe found ufeful, or demolilh a forti- 
fication which might prove of advantage. At the 
fame time {he required them, on pain of treafon, 
to difband the forces which they had afl'embled. 

This haughty and imperious ftyle founded 
harfhly to Scottifh nobles, impatient, from their 
national chara&er, of the flighteft appearance of 
injury; accuftomed even from their own monarchs 
to the moll refpeftful treatment ; and poffefiing, 
under an ariftocratical form of government, fuch 
a fhare of power, as equalled, at all times, and 
often controlled that of the fovereign. They 
were fenfible, at once, of the indignity offered 
to themfelves, and alarmed with this plain 
declaration of the queen’s intentions; and as 
there now remained but one ftep to take, they 
wanted neither public fpirit nor refolution to 
take it. 

But that they might not feem to depart from the 
eftablifhed forms of the conftitution, for which, 
even amidft their moft violent operations, men al- 
ways retain the greateft reverence, they afl'embled 
all the peers, barons, and reprefentatives of bo- 
roughs,who adheredto theirparty [Oft. 21.].Thefe 
formed a convention, which exceeded in number, 
and equalled in dignity, the ufual meetings of par- 

liament. 
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liament. The leaders of the congregation laid 
before them the declaration which the queen had 
given in anfwer to their remonftrance ; repreient- 
td the unavoidable ruin which the meafures ihe 
therein avowed and juftihed would bring upon 
the kingdom ; and requiring their direction with 
regard to the obedience due to an adminillration 
fo unjuft and oppreffive, they fubmitted to their 
deciiion a queftion, one of the moil delicate and 
interefting that can pofiibly fall under the con- 
fideration of fubjetis. 

This affembly proceeded to decide with no lefs 
difpatch than unanimity. Strangers to thofe forms 
which protradl bufinefs ; unacquainted with the 
arts which make a figure in debate; and much 
more fitted for aft ion than difcourfe ; a warlike 
people always haiten to a conclufion, and. bring 
their deliberations to the ihorteil iil'ue. It was 
the work but of one day, to examine and to re- 
folve this nice problem, concerning the behavi- 
our of fubjefts towards a ruler who abufes his 
power. But however abrupt their proceedings 
may appear, they were not deilitute of folemnity. 
As. the determination of the point in doubt was 
conceived to be no lefs the office of divines than 
of laymen, the fonner were called to affiil with 
their opinion. Knox and Willox appeared for the 
whole order, and pronounced, without hefitation, 
both from the precepts and examples in fcripture, 
that it was lawful for fubjefts not only to refill 
tyrannical princes, but to deprive them of that 
authority, which, in their hands, becomes an in- 
ftrument for deflroying thofe whom the Almighty 
ordained them to proteft. The decifion of per- 
fons revered fo highly for their facred charafter, 
but more for their zeal and their piety, had great 

weight 
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weight with the whole affembly. Not fatisfied 
with the common indifcriminate manner of f]p;ni- 
fying confent, every perfon prefent was called in 
his turn to declare his fentiments, and rifing up 
in order, all gave their iufirages, w'ithout one dii- 
fenting voice, for depriving the queen of the of- 
fice of regent, which file exerciied fo much to the 
detriment of the kingdom c. 

This extraordinary fentence was owing no lefs 
to the love of liberty, than to zeal for religion. 
In the aft of deprivation, religious grievances are 
(lightly mentioned ; and the dangerous encroach- 
ments of the queen upon the civil conilitution are 
produced, by the lords of the congregation, in 
order to prove their conduft to have been not 
only juft but neceffary. The introducing foreign 
troops into a kingdom at peace with all the 
world ; the feizing and fortifying towns in dif- 
ferent parts of the country; the promoting 
ftrangers to offices of great power and dignity ; 
the debafing the current coin d ; the fubverting 
the ancient law's ; the impofing of new and bur- 
denfome taxes ; and the attempting to fubdue the 
kingdom, and to opprefs its liberties, by open and 

c Knox, 184.. 
A The ftandaril of money in Scotland was continually 

varying. In the ifithof James V. A. D. 1529, a pound 
weight of gold, when coined, produced 108 pounds of cur- 
rent money. But under the queen regent’s adminiftration, 
A. D. 1556, a pound weight of gold, although the quan- 
tity of alloy was confiderably increafed, produced 144.1. 
current money. In 1529, a pound weight of hirer, when 
coined, produced 9 1. as.; but in 1556, it produced 13I. 
current money. Ruddiman. Prsefat. ad Anderf. Diplomat. 
Scotiae, p. 80, 81, from wh'ch it appears, that this com- 
plaint, which the malecontents often repeated, was not alto- 
gether deftitute of foundation. 
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repeated a£ts of violence, are enumerated at great 
length, and placed in the ftrongelt light. On all 
thefe accounts, the congregation maintained, that 
the nobles, as counfellors by birth-right to their 
monarchs, and the guardians and defenders of the 
conftitution, had a right to interpofe ; and there- 
fore, by virtue of this right, in the name of the 
king and queen, and with many exprdfions of 
duty and fubmiffion towards them, they deprived 
the queen regent of her office, and ordained that, 
for the future, no obedience ffiould be given to 
her commands e. 

Violent as this action may appear, there wanted 
not principles in the conllitution, nor precedents 
in the hiftory of Scotland, to juftify and to au- 
thorife it. Under the ariilocratical form of go- 
vernment eftabliffied among the Scots, the power 
of the fovereign was extremely limited. The 
more confiderable nobles were themfelves petty 
princes, poffeffing extenfive jurifdiftions, almoil 
independent of the crown, and followed by nu- 
merous vaffals, who, in every conteft, efpoufed 
their chieftain’s quarrel, in oppoiition to the king. 
Hence the many inllances of the impotence of 
regal authority, which are to be found in the 
Scottilh hiitory. In every age, the nobles not 
only claimed, but exercifed the right of controll- 
ing the king. Jealous of their privileges, and 
ever ready to take the field in defence of them, 
every error in adminiftration was obferved, every 

e M. Caitelnau, after condemning the dangerous councils 
of the princes of Lorrain, with regard to the affairs of Scot- 
land, acknowledges, with his ufual candour, that the Scots 
declared war againft the queen regent, rather from a defire 
of vindicating their civil liberties, than from any motive of 
religion. Mem. 446. 

encroach. 
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encroachment upon the rights of the ariftocracy 
excited indignation, and no prince ever ventured 
to tranfgrefs the boundaries which the law had 
prefcribed to prerogative, without meeting refill- 
ance, which (hook or overturned his throne. En- 
couraged by the fpirit of the conftitution, and 
countenanced by the example of their anceftors, 
the lords of the congregation thought it incum- 
bent on them, at this juncture, to inquire into 
the mal-admini(tration of the queen regent, and 
to preferve their country from being enflaved or 
conquered, by depriving her of the power to exe- 
cute fuch a pernicious fcheme. 

The aft of deprivation, and a letter from the 
lords of the congregation to the queen regent, 
are ilill extanth They difcover not only that maf- 
culine and undaunted fpirit, natural to men capa- 
ble of fo bold a refolution ; but are remarkable 
for a precilion and vigour of expreflion, which we 
are furprifed to meet with in an age fo unpolifhed. 
The fame obfervation may be made with refpeft 
to the other public papers of that period. The 
ignorance or bad taife of an age may render the 
compofitions of authors by profeffion obfcure, or 
affefted, or abfurd but the language of bufinefs 
is nearly the fame at all times ; and wherever men 
think clearly, and are thoroughly interefted, they 
exprefs themfelves with perfpicuity and force. 

f Knox, 184. 
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BOOK III. 

npHE lords of the congregation foon found, 
that their zeal had engaged them in an un- 

dertaking, which it was beyond their utmoft 
ability to accompli(h. The French garrifon, 
defpiling their numerous but irregular forces, 
refufed to furrender Leith, and to depart out 
of the kingdom ; nor were they fufficiently fkilful 
in the art of war to reduce the place by force, or 
polfeffed of the artillery, or magazines, requiiite 
for that purpofe; and their followers, though 
of undaunted courage, yet being accuftomed to 
decide every quarrel by a battle, were llrangers 
to the fatigues of a long campaign, and foon be- 
came impatient of the fevere and conftant duty 
which a fiege requires. The queen’s emif- 
faries, who found it eafy to mingle with their 
countrymen, were at the utmoft pains to heighten 
their difguft, which difcovered itfelf firit in 
murmurs and complaints, but on occafion of the 
want of money for paying the army, broke out 
into open mutiny. The moft eminent leaders 
were hardly fecure from the unbridled infolence of 
the foldiers ; while fome of inferior rank, inter- 
poling too ralhly in order to quell them, fell vic- 
tims to their rage. Difcord, confternation, and 
perplexity, reigned in the camp of the reformers. 
The duke, their general, funk, with his ufual ti- 
midity, under the terror of approaching danger, 
and difcovered manifeft fymptoms of repentance 
for his rafhnefs in efpoufing fuch a defperate caufe. 

2 In 
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In tin's foliation of their affairs, the congrega- 

tion had recourfe to Elizabeth, from whofe pro- 
teftion they could derive their only reafonable 
hope of fuccefs. Some of their more fagacious 
leaders, having forefeen that the party might pro- 
bably be involved in great difficulties, had early 
endeavoured to fecure a refource in any fuch exi- 
gency, by entering into a fecret correfpondence 
with the court of England2. Elizabeth, aware 
of the dangerous defigns which the princes of 
Lorrain had formed againft her crown, was early 
fenfible of how much importance it wTould be, 
not only to check the progrefs of the French in 
Scotland, but to extend her own influence in that 
kingdom1*; and perceiving how effectually the pre- 
fent infurrections would contribute to retard or 
defeat the fchemes formed againft England, fhe 
liftened with pleafure to thefe applications of the 
malecontents, and gave them-private affurances of 
powerful fupport to their caufe. Randolph c, an 
agent extremely proper for conducing any dark 
intrigue, was difpatched into Scotland, and refid- 
ing fecretly among the lords of the congrega- 
tion, obferved and quickened their motions. Mo- 
ney feemed to be the only thing they wanted at 
that time ; and it was owing to a feafonable re- 
mittance from Englandd, that the Scottifh no- 
bles had been enabled to take the field, and to ad. 
vance towards Leith. But as Elizabeth was dif. 
truftful of the Scots, and ftudious to preferve ap_ 
pearances with Fiance, her fubfidies were beftow. 

* B.irn. Hift. Ref. 3. Append. 278. Keith, Append. 21. 
b See Append. Np. I. c Keith, Append. 25, 
d Knox, 214. Keith, Append. 44. 
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ed at firft with extreme frugality. The fuhfiftence 
of an army, and the expences of a fiege, foon 
exhaufted this penurious fupply, to which the 
lords of the congregation could make little ad- 
dition from their own funds ; and the ruin and 
difperfion of the party mull have inftantly fol- 
lowed. 

In order to prevent this, Cockburn of Ormillon 
was fent, with the utmoll expedition, to the go- 
vernors of the town and caftle of Berwick. As 
Berwick was at that time the town of greatelt 
importance on the Scottiih frontier, Sir Ralph 
Sadler and Sir James Crofts, perfons of confider- 
able figure, were employed to command there, 
and were entrufted with a difcretionary power of 
fupplying the Scottiih malecontents, according to 
the exigency of their affairs. From them Cock- 
burn received four thoufand crowns, but little to 
the advantage of his affociates. The earl of Both- 
well, by the queen’s infligation, lay in wait for 
him on his return, difperfed his followers, wound- 
ed him, and carried off the money. 

This unexpected difappointment proved fatal 
to the party. In mere defpair fome of the more 
zealous attempted to affault Leith; but the French 
beat them back with difgrace, feized their can- 
non, and purfuing them to the gates of Edin- 
burgh, were on the point of entering along with 
them. All the terror and confuiion which the 
profpeft of pillage or of maffacre can excite in a 
place taken by ftorm, filled the city on this occa- 
fion. The inhabitants fled from the enemy by 
the oppofite gate; the forces of the congrega- 
tion were irrefolute and difmayed; and the queen’s 
partifans in the town openly infulted both. At 
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laft, a few of the nobles ventured to face the ene- 
my, who, after plundering fome houfes in the 
fuburbs, retired with their booty, and delivered 
the city from this dreadful alarm. 

A fecond ikirmilh, which happened a few days 
after, was no lefs unfortunate. The French fent 
out a detachment to intercept a convoy of pro- 
vifions which was defigned for Edinburgh. The 
lords of the congregation, having intelligence of 
tins, marched in all hafte with a coniiderable body 
of their troops, and falling upon the enemy be- 
tween Reilalrig and Leith, with more gallantry 
than good conduct, were almoft furrounded by a 
fecond party of French, who advanced in order 
to fupport their own men. In this fituation a re- 
treat was the only thing which could fave the 
Scots ; but a retreat over marfhy ground, and in 
the face of an enemy fuperior in number, could 
not long be conducted with order. A body of 
the enemy hung upon their rear, horfe and foot 
fell into the utmoft confufion, and it was entirely 
owing to the over-caution of the French, that 
any of the party efcaped being cut in pieces. 

On this fecond blow, the hopes and fpirits of 
the congregation funk altogether. They did 
not think themfelves fecure even within the walls 
of Edinburgh, but inftantly determined to retire 
to fome place at a greater diilance from the 
enemy. In vain did the prior of St. Andrew’s, 
and a few others, oppofe this cowardly and ig- 
nominious flight. The dread of the prefent 
danger prevailed over both the fenfe of honour 
and zeal for the caufe. At midnight [Nov. 6.] 
they fet out from Edinburgh in great confufion, 

t 3 and 
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and marched without halting till they arrived at 
Stirling e. 

During this laft infurreftion, the great body of 
the Scottifh nobility joined the congregation. 
The lords Seton and Borthwick were the only 
perfons of rank who took arms for the queen, and 
afiiited her in defending Leith h Bothwell openly 
favoured her caufe, but refided at his own houfe. 
The earl of Huntly, conformable to the crafty 
policy which diftinguiihes his charafter, amufed 
the leaders of the congregation, whom he had 
engaged to afliit, with many fair promifes, but 
never joined them with a fingle mans. The earl 
of Morton, a member of the congregation, fluc- 
tuated in a ftate of irrefolution, and did not aft 
heartily for the common caufe. Lord Erflcine, 
governor of Edinburgh cable, though a pro- 
teilant, maintained a neutrality, which he deemed 
becoming the dignity of his office ; and having 
been entrufted by parliament with the command 
of the principal fortrefs in the kingdom, he re- 
folved that neither faftion fliould get it into their 
hands. 

A few days before the retreat of the congre- 
gation, the queen fuffered an irreparable lofs by 
the defeftion of her principal fecretary, William 
Maitland of Lethington. His zeal lor the re- 
formed religion, together with his warm remon- 
ftrances againft the violent meafures which the 
queen was carrying on, expofed him fo much 
to her refentment, and to that of her French coun- 
fellors, that he, fufpefting his life to be in danger, 

e Keith, Append. 21—45. f Keith, Append. 31. 
£ Keith, Append. 33. Knox, 222. 
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withdrew fecretly from Leith, and fled to the 
lords of the congregation11; and they with open 
arms received a convert, whofe abilities added 
both ftrength and reputation to their caufe. Mait- 
land had early applied to public bufinefs admir- 
able natural talents, improved by an acquaintance 
with the liberal arts; and, at a time of life when 
his countrymen of the fame quality were follow- 
ing the pleafures of the chace, or ferving as ad- 
venturers in the armies of France, he was admitted 
into all the fecrets of the cabinet, and put upon a 
level with perfons of the moft confummate expe- 
rience in the management of affairs. He poffeffed, 
in an eminent degree, that intrepid fpirit which 
delights in purfuing bold defigns, and was no lefs 
mafter of that political dexterity which isneceffary 
for carrying them on with fuccefs. But thefe 
qualities were deeply tinftured with the neigh- 
bouring vices. His addrefs fometimes degenerated 
into cunning; his acutenefs bordered upon excefs; 
his invention, over-fertile, fuggefted to him, on 
fome occaiions, chimerical fyftems of policy, too 
refined for the genius of his age or country ; and 
his enterprifiug fpirit engaged him in projefts vaft 
and fplendid, but beyond his utmoft power to ex- 
ecute. All the cotemporary writers, to whatever 
faftion they belong, mention him with an admi- 
ration which nothing could have excited but the 
greateft fuperiority of penetration and abilities. 

The precipitate retreat of the congregation in- 
creafed to fuch a degree the terror and confufion 
which had feized the party at Edinburgh, that, 
before the army reached Stirling, it dwindled to 
an inconfiderable number. The fpirit of Knox, 

b Knox, i^z. however* 
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however, ft ill remained undaunted and ereft, and 
having mounted the pulpit, he addreffed, to his 
defponding hearers, an exhortation which wonder- 
fully animated and revived them. The heads of 
this difcourfe are inferted in his hiftory *, and af- 
ford a ftriking example of the boldnels and free- 
dom of reproof aflumed by the firil reformers, 
as well as a fpecimen of his own Ikill in choofing 
the topics moil fitted to influence and roufe his 
audience. 

A meeting of the leaders being called, to con- 
fider what courfe they fliould hold, now that 
their own refources were ail exhaufted, and their 
deitru&ion appeared to be unavoidable with- 
out foreign aid, they turned their eyes once more 
to England, and refolved to implore the afliftance 
of Elizabeth towards finilhing an enterprife, in 
which they had fo fatally experienced their own 
weaknefs, and the ftrength of their adverfaries. 
Maitland, as the mofl; able negociator of the par- 
ty, was employed in this embafly. In his ab- 
fence, and during the inaftive feafon of the year, 
it was agreed to difmifs their followers, worn out 
by the fatigues of a campaign which had fo far 
exceeded the ufual time of fervice. But, in order 
to preferve the counties moft devoted to their 
intereft,the prior of St. Andrew’s, with part of the 
leaders, retired into Fife. The duke of Chatel- 
herault, with the reft, fixed his relidence at Ha- 
milton. There was little need of Maitland’s 
addrefs or eloquence to induce Elizabeth to take 
his country under her protedlion. She obferved 
the prevalence of the French counfels, and the 
progrefs of their arms in Scotland, with great 

* Knox, 193. 
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concern ; and as Hie well forefaw the dangerous 
tendency of their fchemes in that kingdom, fhe 
had already come to a refolution with regard to 
the part fhe herfelf would aft, if their power 
there fhould grow ftill more formidable. 

In order to give the queen and her privy 
council a full and dillinft view of any important 
matter which might come before them, it feems 
to have been the praftice of Elizabeth’s minifters 
to prepare memorials, in which they clearly hated 
the point under deliberation, laid down the 
grounds of the conduft which they held to be 
moft reafonable, and propofed a method for car- 
rying their plan into execution. Two papers of 
this kind, written by Sir William Cecil with his 
own hand, and fubmitted by the queen to the 
confideration of her privy council, ftill remain11; 
they are entitled, “ A fhort difcuffion of the 
weighty matter of Scotland,” and do honour to 
the induftry and penetration of that great minif- 
ter. The motives which determined the queen 
to efpoufe fo warmly the defence of the congre- 
gation, are reprefented with perfpicuity and force; 
and the confequences of fuffering the French to 
eftablifh themfelves in Scotland, are predifted 
with great accuracy and difcernment. 

He lays it down as a principle, agreeable to the 
laws both of God and of nature, that every fo- 
ciety hath a right to defend itfelf, not only from 
prefent dangers, but from fuch as may probably 
enfue ; to which he adds, that nature and reafon 
teach every prince to defend himfelf by the fame 
means which his adverfaries employ to diftrefs 

k Burn. vol. iii. Append. 283. Forbes, i. 387, &c. 
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him. Upon thefe grounds he eftablifhes the right 
of England to interpofe in the affairs of Scot- 
land, and to prevent the conqueft of that king- 
dom, at which the French openly aimed. The 
French, he obferves, are the ancient and impla- 
cable enemies of England. Hoftilities had fub- 
fffted between the two nations for many centuries. 
No treaty of peace into which they entered had 
ever been cordial or fmcere. No good effeft was 
therefore to be expected from the peace lately 
agreed upon, which, being extorted by prefent 
neceffity, would be negligently obferved, and 
broken on the flighteft pretences. In a very fhort 
time, France would recover its former opulence ; 
and though now drained of men and money by a 
tedious and unfuccefsful war, it would quickly 
be in a condition for adding, and the reftlefs and 
martial genius of the people would render aftion 
neceffary. The princes of Lorrain, who at that 
time had the entire direction of French affairs, 
were animated with the moft virulent hatred 
againll the Englilh nation. They openly called 
in qneftion the legitimacy of the queen’s birth, 
and by advancing the title and pretenfions of their 
niece the queen of Scotland, ftudied to deprive 
Elizabeth of her crown. With this view, they 
had laboured to exclude the Englifh from the 
treaty of Chateau en Cambrelis, and endeavoured 
to conclude a feparate peace with Spain. They 
had perfuaded Henry II. to permit his daughter- 
in-law to affume the title and arms of queen of 
England ; and even fmce the conclufion of the 
peace, they had folicited at Rome, and obtained, 
a bull declaring Elizabeth’s birth to be illegiti- 
mate. Though the wifdom and moderation of 
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the conftable Montmorency had for fome time 
checked their career, yet thefe reftraints being 
now removed by the death of Henry II. and the 
difgrace of his minifter, the utmoll exceffes of 
violence were to be dreaded from their furious 
ambition, armed with fovereign power. Scotland 
is the quarter where they can attack England 
with moll advantage. A war on the borders of 
that country, expofes France to no danger, but 
one unfuccefsful aftion there may hazard the 
crown, and overturn the government, of England. 
In political conduit, it is childiih to wait till the 
defigns of an enemy be ripe for execution. The 
Scottilh nobles, after their utmoll efforts, have 
been obliged to quit the field ; and, far from ex- 
pelling the invaders of their liberties, they behold 
the French power daily increafing, and mult at lall 
ceafe from llruggling any longer in a conteft fo 
unequal. The invading of England will imme- 
diately follow the reduction of the Scottilh male- 
contents, by the abandoning of whom to the 
mercy of the French, Elizabeth will open a way 
for her enemies into the heart of her own king- 
dom, and expofe it to the calamities of war, and 
the danger of conquelt. Nothing therefore re- 
mained but to meet the enemy while yet at a dif- 
tance from England, and by fupporting the con- 
gregation withapowerful army,to render Scotland 
the theatre of the war, to crulh the defigns of the 
princes of Lorrain in their infancy, and, by fuch 
an early and unexpected effort, to expel the 
French out of Britain, before their power had 
time to take root and grow up to any formidable 
height. But as the matter was of as much im- 

portance 
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portance as any which could fall under the con- 
fideration of an Englifh monarch, vvifdom and 
mature counfel were neceffary in the firft place, 
and aftervvards vigour and expedition in condutl; 
the danger was urgent, and, by lofing a Angle 
moment, might become unavoidable h 

Thefe arguments produced their full effect 
upon Elizabeth, who was jealous, in an extreme 
degree, of every pretender to her crown, and no 
let's anxious to preferve the tranquillity and hap- 
pinefs of her fubjefts. From thefe motives the 
had afted, in granting the congregation an early 
fupply of money ; and from the fame principles 
fhe determined,in their prefent exigency, to afford 
them more effectual aid. One of Maitland’s 
attendants was inffantly difpatched into Scotland 
with the ftrongell affurances of her protection, 
and the lords of the congregation were defired 
to fend commiflloners into England to conclude a 
treaty, and to fettle the operations of the cam- 
paign with the duke of Norfolk m. 

Meanwhile the queen regent, from whom no 
motion of the congregation could long be con- 
cealed, dreaded the fuccefs of this negotiation 
with the court of England, and forefaw how little 
fhe would be able to refift the united effort of the 
two kingdoms. For this reafon fhe determined, 
if poffible, to get the Hart of Elizabeth ; and by 
venturing, notwithftanding the inclemency of the 
winter feafon, tb attack the malecontents in their 

1 The arguments which the Scots employed, in order to 
obtain Elizabeth's aififtance, are urged with great force, in 
a paper of Maitland’s. See Append. No. II. 
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prefent dilperfed and helplefs fituation, file hoped 
to put an end to the war before the arrival ol 
their Englifh allies. 

A coniiderable body of her French forces, 
who were augmented about this time by the ar- 
rival of the count de Martigues, with a thoufand 
veteran foot, and fome cavalry, were commanded 
to march to Stirling. Having there croffed the 
Forth, they proceeded along the coaft of Fife, de* 
itroying andplundering,withexceflive outrage,the 
houfesand lands of thofe whom they deemed their 
enemies. Fife was the moft populous and power- 
ful county in the kingdom, and moft devoted to 
the congregation, who had hitherto drawn from 
thence their moft confiderable fupplies, both of 
men and provifions; and therefore, belides punifh- 
ing the difaffeftion of the inhabitants, by pilla- 
ging the country, the French propofed to feize 
and fortify St. Andrew’s, and to leave in it a 
garrifon fufficient to bridle the mutinous fpirit of 
the province, and to keep poffeffion of a port 
fituated on the main ocean". 

But, on this occafion,the prior of St. Andrew’s, 
lord Ruthven, Kirkaldy of Grange, and a few of 
the moft adtive leaders of the congregation, per- 
formed, by their bravery and good condudt, a 
fervice of the utmoft importance to their party. 
Having affembled fix hundred horfe, they infeited 
theFrench with continual incurfions, beat up their 
quarters, intercepted their convoys of provifions, 
cut off their ftraggling parties, and fo haraffed 
them with perpetual alarms, that they prevented 
them for more than three weeks from advancing0. 

n Haynes, 221, &c. 
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156°.] At laft the prior, with his feeble par- 

ty, was ccnflxained to retire, and the French fet 
out from Kirkaldy, and began to move along the 
coaft towards St. Andrew’s [Jan. 23.J. They 
had advanced but a few miles, when, from an 
eminence, they defcried a powerful fleet fleering 
its courfe up the Frith of Forth. As they knew 
that the marquis D’Elbeuf was at that time pre- 
paring to fail for Scotland with a numerous 
army, they haltily concluded that thefe fliips be- 
longed to him, and gave way to the moft immo- 
derate tranfports of joy, on the profpecl of this 
long-expe£ted fuccour. Their great guns were 
already fired to welcome their friends, and to 
fpread the tidings and terror of their arrival among 
their enemies, when a fmall boat from the oppo- 
fite coafl landed, and blafled their premature and 
fhort-lived triumph, by informing them, that it 
was the fleet of England which was in fight, in- 
tended for the aid of the congregation, and was 
ioon to be followed by a formidable land army P. 

Throughout her whole reign, Elizabeth was 
cautious, but decifive ; and by her promptitude 
in executing her refolutions, joined to the deli- 
beration with which fhe formed them, her ad- 
miniflration became remarkable, no lefs for its 
vigour, than for its wifdom. No fooner did fhe 
determine to afford her protection to the lords of 
the congregation, than they experienced the ac- 
tivity, as well as the extent of her power. The 
fcafon of the year would not permit her land 
army to take the field ; but leff the French fhould, 
in the mean time, receive new reinforcements, fhe 

p Knox, 203. 
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inftantly ordered a ftrong fquadron to crulfe in 
the Frith of Forth. She feems, by her inftruc- 
tions to Winter her admiral, to have been defirous 
of preferring the appearances of friendfhiptowards 
the French9. But thefe were only appearances; 
if any French fleet fhould attempt to land, he was 
commanded to prevent it, by eveiy aft of hoftility 
and violence. It was the light of this fquadron 
which occafioned at firft fo much joy among the 
French, but which foon infpired them with fuch 
terror as faved Fife from jhe effefts of their ven- 
geance. Apprehenfive of being cut off from their 
companions on the oppofite fhore, they retreated 
towards Stirling with the utmoft precipitation, and 
in a dreadful feafon, and through roads almoft 
impaffable, arrived at Leith, haraffed and ex- 
haufted with fatiguer. 

The Englifh fleet caff anchor in the road of 
Leith, and continuing in that ftation till the con- 
clufion of peace, both prevented the garrifon of 
Leith from receiving fuccours of any kind, and 
confiderably facilitated the operations of their 
own forces by land. 

Soon after the arrival of the Englifh fquadron, 
the commiflioners of the congregation repaired 
to Berwick, and concluded with the duke of 
Norfolk a treaty [Feb. 27.], the bond of that 
union with Elizabeth which was of fo great ad- 
vantage to the caufe. To give a check to the 
dangerous and rapid progrefs of the French arms 
in Scotland, was the profeffed defign of the con- 
tracting parties. In order to this, the Scots en- 
gaged never to fuffer any clofer union of their 
country with France; and to defend themfelves 

S Keith, Appendix, 45. Haynes, 331. r Knox, 203. 
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to the uttermofl: againft all attempts of conqueft. 
Elizabeth, on her part, promifed to employ in 
Scotland a powerful army for their aflifiance, 
which the Scots undertook to join with all their 
forces ; no place in Scotland was to remain in 
the hands of the Engliih; whatever fhould be 
taken from the enemy, was either to be rafed, or 
kept by the Scots, at their choice ; if any inva- 
fion fhould be made upon England, the Scots 
were obliged to afiiit Elizabeth with part of their 
forces ; and to afcertain their faithful obfervance 
of the treaty, they bound themfelves to deliver 
hoftages to Elizabeth, before the march of her 
army into Scotland; in conclufion, the Scots 
made many proteflations of obedience and loyalty 
towards their own queen, in every thing not in- 
confillent with their religion, and the liberties of 
their country8. 

The Englifh army, confiding of fix thoufand 
foot and two thoufand horfe, under the command 
of lord Gray of Wilton, entered Scotland early 
in the fpring [April 2. j. The members of the 
congregation affembled from all parts of the 
kingdom to meet their new allies; and having 
joined them, with great multitudes of their fol- 
lowers, they advanced together towards Leith. 
The French were little able to keep the field 
againil an enemy fo much fuperior in number. 
A ftrong body of troops, deftined for their re- 
lief, had been fcattered by a violent ftorm, and 
had either perifhed on the coall of France, or 
with difficulty had recovered the ports of that 
kingdom '. But they hoped to be able to defend 

8 Knox, 217. Haynes, 253, &c. 
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Leith, till the princes of Lorrain fhould make 
good the magnificent promifes of afiiftance, with 
which they daily encouraged them ; or till fcar- 
city of proviiions fhould conftrain the Englifh to 
retire into their own country. In order to haflen 
this latter event, they did not negleft the ufual, 
though barbarous precaution for diftrefiing an 
invading enemy, by burning and laying wafte ail 
the adjacent country u. The zeal, however, of 
the nation fruftrated their intentions ; eager to 
contribute towards removing their oppreflbrs, the 
people produced their hidden ftores to fupport 
their friends ; the neighbouring counties fupplied 
every thing neceffary, and far from wanting fub- 
fiftence, the Englifh found in their camp all forts 
of provifions at a cheaper rate than had for fome 
time been known in that part of the kingdom x. 

On the approach of the Englifh army, the 
queen regent retired into the caftle of Edinburgh. 
Her health was now in a declining ftate, and her 
mind broken and depreffed by the misfortunes of 
her adminiftration. To avoid the danger and 
fatigue of a fiege, fhe committed herfelf to the 
proteftion of lord Erfkine. This nobleman ftill 
preferred his neutrality, and by his integrity, and 
love of his country, merited equally the efteem 
of both parties. He received the queen herfelf 
with the utmoft honour and refpeft, but took 
care to admit no fuch retinue as might endanger 
his command of the calllc y. 

A few days after they arrived in Scotland, the 
Englifh inverted Leith [April 6.]. The garrifon 
fhut up within the town was almoft half as nu« 

u Knox, 275. x Knox, ibid. 
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merous as the army which fat down before it, 
and by an obftinate defence protracted the fiege 
to a great length. The circumftances of this fiege, 
related by contemporary hiftorians, men without 
knowledge or experience in the art of war, are 
often obfeure and imperfect, and at this diftance 
of time are not confiderable enough to be enter- 
taining. 

At tirft the French endeavoured to keep pof- 
feffion of the Hawk Hill, a riling ground not far 
diftant from the town, but were beat from it 
f April 15.] with great daughter, chiefly by the 
furious attack of the Scottifh cavalry. Within 
a few days the French had their full revenge ; 
having fallied out with a ftrong body, they entered 
the Englifh trenches, broke their troops, nailed 
part of their cannon, and killed at lead; double 
the number they had loft in the former Ikirmifh. 
Nor were the Englilh more fortunate in an at- 
tempt which they made to take the place by 
affauit; they were met with equal courage, and 
repulfed with confiderable lofs [May 7.]. From 
the detail of thefe circumftances by the writers 
of that age, it is eafy to obferve the different 
characters of the French and Englifti troops. 
The former, trained to war, during the active 
reigns of Francisl. and Henry H. defended them- 
felves not only with the bravery but with the Ik ill 
of veterans. The latter, who had been more ac- 
cuftomed to peace, ftill preferved the intrepid and 
defperate valour peculiar to the nation, but dil- 
covered few marks of military genius, or of ex- 
perience in the practice of war. Every misfor- 
tune or difappointment during the fiege muft be 
imputed to manifeft errors in conduCt. The fuc- 
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cefs of the befieged in their fally was owing en- 
tirely to the fecurity and negligence of theEnglifh; 
many of their officers were abfent; their foldiers 
had left their ftations, and their trenches were al- 
moft without a guard z. The ladders which had 
been provided for the affault, wanted a great deal 
of the neceffary length ; and the troops employed 
in that fervice were ill fupportcd. The trenches 
were opened at firft in an improper place ; and as 
it was found expedient to change the ground, 
both time and labour were loft. The inability 
of their own generals, no lefs than the ftrength 
of the French garrifon, rendered the progrefs of 
the Englifh wonderfully flow. The long con- 
tinuance, however, of the liege, and the lofs of 
part of their magazines by an accidental fire, 
reduced the French to extreme diftrefs for want 
of provifions, which the profpedt of relief made 
them bear with admirable fortitude. 

While the hopes and courage of the French 
protrafted the liege fo far beyond expedfation, 
the leaders of the congregation were not idle. 
By new affociations and confederacies, they la- 
boured to unite their party more perfectly. By 
publicly ratifying the treaty concluded at Ber- 
wick, they endeavoured to render the alliance 
with England firm and indiffoluble. Among 
the fubfcribers of thefe papers we find the earl 
of Fluntly, and fome others, who had not hi- 
therto concurred with the congregation in any 
of their meafures a. Several of thefe lords, par- 
ticularly the earl of Huntly, ftill adhered to the 
popilh church ; but on this occaiion neither their 

z Haynes, 294. 298. 305, &c. 
a Burn. vol. iii. 5187. Knox, 221. Haynes, 261. 263. 
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religious fentiments, nor their former cautious 
maxims, were regarded ; the torrent of national 
refentment and indignation againft the French 
hurried them on b. 

The queen regent, the inftrument, rather than 
the caufe of involving Scotland in thofe calamities 
under which it groaned at that time, died during 
the heat of the fiege [June 10.]. No princefs 
ever polfeffed qualities more capable of rendering 
her adminiftration illuftrious, or the kingdom 
happy. Of much difcernment, and no lefs ad- 
drefs ; of great intrepidity, and equal prudence ; 
gentle and humane, without weaknefs ; zealous 
for her religion, without bigotry ; a lover of 
juftice, without rigour. One circumftance, how- 
ever, and that too the excefs of a virtue, rather 
than any vice, poifoned all thefe great qualities, 
and rendered her government unfortunate, and 
her name odious. Devoted to the intereft of 
France, her native country, and attached to the 
princes of Lorrain, her brothers, with moft paf- 
ilonate fondnefs, file departed, in order to gratify 
them, from every maxim which her own wifdom 
or humanity would have approved. She outlived, 

b The dread of the French power did on many occafions 
fuimount the zeal which the catholic nobles had for their 
religion. Belides the prefumptive evidence for this, arifing 
from the memorial mentioned by Burnet, Hill, of the Re- 
formation, vol. hi. 281. and publilhed by him, Append, 
p. 278; the inftruftions of Elizabeth to Randolph her 
agent, put it beyond all doubt, that many zealous papills 
thought the alliance with England to be neceflary for pre- 
ferving the liberty and independence of the kingdom. Keith, 
158. Huntly himfclf began a correfpondence with Eliza- 
beth’s miniilers, before the march of the Engliih army into 
Scotland. Haynes's State Papers, a6l. 263. See Append. 
No 111. 

in 
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in a great meafure, that reputation and popularity 
which had fmoothed her way to the higheit ita- 
tion in the kingdom; and many examples of 
falfehood, and lome of feverity, in the latter 
part of her adminiftration, alienated from her the 
affections of a people who had once placed in her 
an unbounded confidence. But even bv her ene- 
mies thefe unjultifiable actions were imputed to 
the facility, not to the malignity, of her nature ; 
and while they taxed her brothers and French 
counfellors with rafhnefs and cruelty, they ftill 
allowed her the praife of prudence and of lenity c, 
A few days before her death, (he delired an in- 
terview with the prior of St. Andrew’s, the earl 
of Argyll, and other chiefs of the congregation. 
To them fhe lamented the fatal iffue of thofq 
violent counfels which fhe had been obliged to 
follow; acd, with the candour natural to a ge- 
nerous mind, confeffed the errors of her own ad- 
miniftration, and begged forgivenefs of thofe to 
whom they had been hurtful; but at the fame 
time fhe warned them, amidft their flruggles for 
liberty and the fhock of arms, not to lofe fight 
of the loyalty and fubjection which was due to 
their fovereign d. The remainder of her time fhe 
employed in religious meditations and exercifes. 
She even invited the attendance of Willox, one 
of the moil eminent among the reformed preach- 
ers, liflened to his inflruftions with reverence and 
attention', and prepared for the approach of 
death with a decent fortitude. 

Nothing could now fave the French troops 
fhut up in Leith, but the immediate conclufion 

c Buchannan, 324. <S Lcfley, de Rebus Geft. Scot. 222. 
$ Knox, 228. 

of 



2*6 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. B. III. 
of a peace, or the arrival of a powerful army 
from the continent. The princes of Lorrain 
amufed their party in Scotland with continual 
expeftations of the latter, and had thereby kept 
alive their hopes and their courage ; but atlall,the 
lituation of France, rather than the terror of the 
Englilh arms, or the remonftrances of the Scot- 
tifh malecontents, conftrained them, though with 
reludtance, to turn their thoughts towards pacific 
councils. The proteftants in France were at that 
time a party formidable by their number, and 
more by the valour and enterprifing genius of 
their leaders. Francis II. had treated them with 
extreme rigour, and difcovered, by every ftep he 
took, a fettled refolution to extirpate their re- 
ligion, and to ruin thofe who profeffed it. At the 
profpeft of this danger to themfelves and to their 
caufe, the proteftants were alarmed, but not 
terrified. Animated with zeal, and inflamed with 
refentment, they not only prepared for their own 
defence, but refolved, by fome bold aftion, to 
anticipate the fchemes of their enemies ; and as 
the princes of Lorrain were deemed the authors 
of all the king’s violent meafures, they marked 
them out to be the firft vi&ims of their indigna- 
tion. Hence, and not from difloyalty to the 
king, proceeded the famous confpiracy of Am- 
boife [March 15.] ; and though the vigilance 
and good fortune of the princes of Lorrain dif- 
covered and difappointed that defign, it was eafy 
to obferve new ftorms gathering in every province 
of the kingdom, and ready to burft out with all 
the fury and outrage of civil war. In this fitu- 
ation, the ambition of the houfe of Lorrain was 
called off from the thoughts of foreign conquefts, 

to 
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to defend the honour and dignity of the French 
crown ; and inftead of fending new reinforcements- 
into Scotland, it became neceffary to withdraw 
the veteran troops already employed in that king- 
domf. 

In order to conduct an affair of fo much im- 
portance and delicacy, the princes of Lorrain 
made choice of Monluc biihop of Valence, and of 
the fieur de Randan. As both thefe, efpecially 
the former, were reckoned inferior to no perfons 
of that age in addrefs and political refinement, 
Elizabeth oppofed to them ambaffadors of equal 
abilities ; Cecil her prime minifter, a man perhaps 
of the greateft capacity who had ever held that 
office ; and Wotton dean of Canterbury, grown 
old in the art of negociating under three fuccef- 
five monarchs. The intereits of the French and 
Engliffi courts were foon adjufted by men of fo 
great dexterity in bufmefs ; and as France eafily 
confented to withdraw thofe forces which had 
been the chief occaiion of the war, the other 

ts in difpute between that kingdom and Eng- 
were not matters of tedious or of difficult 

difcuffion. 
The grievances of the congregation, and their 

demands upon their own fovereigns for redrefs, 
employed longer time, and required to be treated 
with a more delicate hand. After fo many open 
attempts, carried on by command of the king and 
queen, in order to overturn the ancient conflitu- 
tion, and to fupprefs the religion which they had 
embraced, the Scottiffi nobles could not think 
themfelves fecure, without fixing fume new bar- 
rier againft the future encroachments of regal 

f Ldley, 124, 
power. 
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power. But the legal Heps towards accomplilh- 
ing this were not fo obvious. The French am- 
baffadors confidered the entering into any treaty 
with fubjects, and with rebels, as a condefcenhon 
unfuitable to the dignity of a fovereign ; and their 
fcruples on this head might have put an end to 
the treaty, if the impatience of both parties for 
peace had not fuggelted an expedient, which 
feemed to provide for the fecurity of the fubjeft, 
without derogating from the honour of the 
prince. The Scottifh nobles agreed, on this 
occalion, to pafs from the point of right and privi- 
lege, and to accept the redrefs of their grievances 
as a matter of favour. Whatever additional fecu- 
rity their anxiety for perfonal fafety, or their zeal 
for public liberty, prompted them to demand, was 
granted in the name of Francis and Mary, as afts 
of their royal favour, and indulgence. And left 
conceffions of this kind fhould feem precarious, 
and liable to be retradf ed by the fame power which 
had made them, the French ambaflador agreed 
to infert them in the treaty with Elizabeth, and 
thereby to bind the king and queen inviolably to 
obferve them E. 

In relating this tranfaftion, contemporary hifto- 
rians have confounded the conceffions of Francis 
and Mary to their Scottifh fubjefts, with the 
treaty between France and England ; the latter, 
befides the ratification of former treaties between 
the two kingdoms, and ftipulations with regard 
to the time and manner of removing both armies 
out of Scotland, contained an article to which, 
as the fource of many important events, we fhall 
often have occafion to refer. The right of Eli- 
zabeth to her crown is thereby acknowledged in 

g Keith, 134, &c. 
the 
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the ftrongeft terms ; and Francis and Mary fo- 
lemnly engage neither to affume the title, nor to 
bear the arms of king and queen of England in 
any time to come h. 

July 6.] Honourable as this article was for 
Elizabeth herfelf, the conditions five obtained for 
her allies the Scots were no lefs advantageous to 
them. Monluc and Randan confented, in the 
name of Francis and Mary, that the French forces 
in Scotland (hould inftantly be fent back into their 
own country, and no foreign troops be hereafter 
introduced into the kingdom without the know- 
ledge and confent of parliament; that the forti- 
fications of Leith and Dunbar fhould immediately 
be rafed, and no new fort be erefted without the 
permiffion of parliament; that a parliament {hould 
be held on the firft day of Auguft, and that af- 
fembly be deemed as valid in all refpefts as if it 
had been called by the exprefs commandment of 
the king and queen; that, conformable to the 
ancient laws and cuftoms of the country, the 
king and queen fliould not declare war or con- 
clude peace without the concurrence of parlia- 
ment ; that, during the queen’s abfence, the ad- 
miniftration of government fhould be veiled in a 
council of twelve perfons, to be chofen out of 
twenty-four named by parliament, feven of which 
council to be defied by the queen, and five by 
the parliament; that hereafter the king and queen 
{hould not advance foreigners to places of truft 
or dignity in the kingdom, nor confer the offices 
of treafurer or comptroller of the revenues upon 
any ecclefiaftic ; that an aft of oblivion, aboliffi- 

h Keith, 134. Rymcr, xv, p. 5?!, 591, &c. Haynes, 
325—364. 
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ing the guilt and memory of all offences committed 
fince the fixth of March one thoufand five hundred 
and fifty-eight, fhould be pafled in the enfuing 
parliament, and be ratified by the king and queen; 
that the king and queen fhould not, under the 
colour of punifhing any violation of their autho- 
rity during that period, feek to deprive any of 
their fubjecfs of the offices, benefices, or eftates, 
which they now held; that the redrefs due to 
churchmen, for the injuries which they had fuf- 
tained during the late infurreftions, fhould be 
left entirely to the cognizance of parliament. 
With regard to religious controverfies, the am- 
baffadors declared that they would not prefume 
to decide, but permitted the parliament, at their 
firft meeting, to examine the points in difference, 
and to reprefent their fenfe of them to the king 
and queen ‘. 

To fuch a memorable period did the lords of 
the congregation, by their courage and perfever- 
ance, conduct an enterprife which at firft promifed 
a very different iffue. From beginnings extremely 
feeble, and even contemptible, the party grew by 
degrees to great power; and being favoured by 
many fortunate incidents, baffled all the efforts of 
their own queen, aided by the forces of a more 
confiderable kingdom. The fovereign authority 
was by this treaty transferred wholly into the 
hands of the congregation ; that limited prero- 
gative, which the crown had hitherto poffelTed, 
was almolt entirely annihilated; and the ariftocra- 
tical power, which always predominated in the 
Scottifh government, became fupreme and in- 
controlable. By this treaty too the influence of 

i Keith, 137, &c. 
France, 
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France, which had long been of much weight in 
the affairs of Scotland, was greatly diminifhed ; 
and not only were the prefent encroachments of 
that ambitious ally reftrained, but, by confederat- 
ing with England, protedfion was provided againfl 
any future attempt from the fame quarter. At 
the fame time, the controverfies in religion being 
left to the confideration of parliament, the pro- 
teftants might reckon upon obtaining whatever 
decifion was moft favourable to the opinions which 
they profeffed. 

A few days after the conclufion of the treaty, 
both the French and Englifh armies quitted Scot- 
land. 

The eyes of every man in that kingdom were 
turned towards the approaching parliament. A 
meeting, fummoned in a manner fo extraordi- 
nary, at fuch a critical juncture, and to deliberate 
upon matters of fo much confequence, wras ex- 
pedted with the utmoft anxiety. 

A Scottiih parliament fuitable to the ariftocra- 
tical genius of the government, was properly an 
affembly of the nobles. It was compofed of bi- 
fhops, abbots, barons, and a few commiflioners 
of boroughs, who met altogether in one houfe. 
The leffer barons, though poffeffed of a right to 
be prefent, either in perfon or by their reprefenta- 
tives, feldom exercifed it. The expence of at- 
tending, according to the fafhion of the times, 
with a numerous train of vaffals and dependants ; 
the inattention of a martial age to the forms and 
detail of civil government; but above all, the ex- 
orbitant authority of the greater nobles, who had 
drawn the whole power into their own hands, 
made this privilege of fo little value, as to be al- 

x 2 moft 
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moll neglected. It appeai-s from the ancient rolls, 
that during times of tranquillity, few commiffion- 
ers of boroughs, and almoll none of the leffer ba- 
rons, appeared in parliament. The ordinary ad- 
miniftration of government was abondoned, with- 
out fcruple or jealoufy, to the king and to the 
greater barons, but in extraordinary conjunctures, 
when the ftruggle for liberty-was violent, and the 
Ipirit of oppoiition to the crown rofe to an height, 
the burgeffes and leffer barons were roufed from 
their inactivity, and Hood forth to vindicate the 
rights of their country. The turbulent reign of 
James III. affords examples in proof of this ob- 
fervation k. The public indignation againft the 
ralh deligns of that weak and ill-advifed prince, 
brought into parliament, befides the greater no- 
bles and prelates, a coniiderable number of the 
leffer barons. 

The fame caufes occafioned the unufual con- 
fluence of all orders of men to the parliament, 
which met on the firft of Auguft. The univer- 
lal paflion for liberty, civil and religious, which 
had feized the nation, fuffered few perfons to 
remain unconcerned fpeclators of an affembly, 
whole atts were likely to prove decilive with re- 
fpeCt to both. From all corners of the kingdom 
men flocked in, eager and determined to aid, 
with their voices in the fenate, the fame caufe 
which they had defended with their fwords in 
the field. Befides a full convention of peers, 
temporal and fpiritual, there appeared the repre- 
fentatives of almoft all the boroughs, and above 
an hundred barons, who, though of the leffer or- 
der, were gentlemen of the firlt rank and fortune 
in the nation *. 

J? Keith, 147. • Ibid. 146. 
The 
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The parliament was ready to enter on biifinefs 

with the utmoft zeal, when a difficulty was ftarted 
concerning the lawfulnefs of the meeting. No 
commiffioner appeared in the name of the king 
and queen, and no fignification of their confent 
and approbation was yet received. Thefe were 
deemed by many effential to the very being of a 
parliament. But in oppofition to this fentiment, 
the exprefs words of the treaty of Edinburgh 
were urged, by which this affembly was declared 
to be as valid, in all refpefts, as if it had been 
called and appointed by the exprefs command of 
the king and queen. As the adherents of the 
congregation greatly outnumbered their adver- 
faries, the latter opinion prevailed. Their boldeft 
leaders, and thofe of moft approved zeal, were 
chofen to be lords of the articles, who formed a 
committee of ancient ufe, and of great importance 
in the Scottifh parliament111. The deliberations 
of the lords of the articles were carried on with 
the molt unanimous and active zeal. The aft of 
oblivion, the nomination of twenty-four perfons, 
out of whom the council, intrufted with fupreme 
authority, was to be elefted ; and every other 
thing prefcribed by the late treaty, or which 
feemed necefiary to render it effeftual, paffed 
without difpute or delay. The article of religion 
employed longer time, and was attended with 
greater difficulty. It was brought into parlia- 
ment by a petition from thofe who adopted the 

- ro From an original letwr of Hamilton, archliifhop of St. 
Andrew s, it appears, that the lords of articles were chofcn 
in the manner afterwards appointed by an adt of parliament, 
ibjT. Keith, p. 487. SpottifWood feems to confider this to 
ha e been the common pra£Vice. Hift. 149. 
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principles of the reformation. Many doctrines 
of the popiih church were a contradidfion to rea- 
fon, and a difgrace to religion ; its difcipline had 
become corrupt and oppreflive ; and its revenues 
were both exorbitant and ill-applied. Againil 
all thefe the proteilants remonilrated with the 
utmoil alperity of ilyle which indignation at 
their abfurdity, or experience of their pernicious 
tendency, could infpire ; and encouraged, by the 
number as.well as zeal of their friends, to improve 
fuch a favourable juncture, they aimed the blow 
at the whole fabric of popery ; and befought the 
parliament to interpofe its authorityfor rectifying 
thefe multiplied abufes n. 

Several prelates, zealoufly attached to the an- 
cient fuperltition, were prefent in this parlia- 
ment. But duing thefe vigorous proceedings of 
the proteftants, they Hood confounded and at 
gaze ; and perfevered in a iilence which was fatal 
to their caule. They deemed it impoffible to re- 
fill or divert that torrent of religious zeal, which 
was Hill in its full flrength ; they dreaded that 
their oppofition would irritate their adverfaries, 
and excite them to new aCts of violence; they 
hoped that the king and queen would foon be at 
leifure to put a hop to the career of their infolent 
fubjeCts, and that, after the rage and havoc of 
the prefent llorm, the former tranquillity and 
order would be rellored to the church and king- 
dom. They were willing, perhaps, to facrifice 
the doCtrine, and even the power of the church, 
in order to enfure the fafety of their own per- 
fons, and to preferve the polTeffion of thofe re- 
venues which were Hill in their hands. From 

n Knox, 237, 
whate- 
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whatever motives they afted, their filence, which 
■was imputed to the confcioufnefs of a bad caufe, 
afforded matter of great triumph to the proteft- 
ants, and encouraged them to proceed with more 
boldnefs and alacrity 

The parliament did not think it enough to 
condemn thofe do£lrines mentioned in the peti- 
tion of the proteftants ; they moreover gave the 
fanction of their approbation to a confeffion of 
faith prefented to them by the reformed teach- 
ers t>; and compofed, as might be expedted from 
fuch a performance at that jundfure, on purpofe 
to expofe the abfurd tenets and pradlices of the 
Romifh church. By another act, the jurifdidtion 
of the eccltiiallical courts was abolifhed, and the 
caufes which formerly came under their cogni- 
zance were transferred to the dtcifion of civil 
judges ‘5. By a third flatute, the exercife of re- 
ligious worfhip, according to the rites of the 
Romifh church, was prohibited. The manner 
in which the parliament enforced the obfervation 
of this law difeovers the zeal of that affembly ; 
the firft tranfgreffion fubjedted the offender to 
the forfeiture of his goods, and to a corporal pu- 
r.ifnment, at the diferetion of the judge ; banifli- 
rtent was the penalty of a fecond violation of the 
law ; and a third adt of difobedience was declared 
to be capitalr. Such flrangers were men at that 
time to the fpirit of toleration, and to the laws 
of humanity ; and with fuch indecent hafte did 
tie very perfons who had juft efcaped the rigour 
of ecclefiaftical tyranny, proceed to imitate thofe 

o Knox, 253. P Id. ibid. 
S Kehh, 152. r Knox, 254. 
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examples of feverity of which they themfelves 
had fo juftly complained. 

The vigorous zeal of the parliament overturned 
in a few days the ancient fyflem of religion which 
had been eftablifhed fo many ages. In reforming 
the doftrine and difcipline of the church, the 
nobles kept pace with the ardour and expefta- 
tions even of Knox himfelf. But their proceed- 
ings, with refpeft to thefe, were not more rapid 
and impetuous, than they were flow and dilatory 
when they entered on the confideration of eccle- 
fiafh'cal revenues. Among the lay members, fome 
were already enriched with the fpoils of the 
church, and others devoured in expeftation the 
wealthy benefices which ftill remained untouched. 
The alteration in religion had afforded many of 
the dignified ecclefiaftics themfelves an opportu- 
nity of gratifying their avarice or ambition. The 
demolition of the monafleries having fet the 
monks at liberty from their confinement, they 
inflantly difperfed all over the kingdom, and 
commonly betook themfelves to fome fecular em- 
ployment. The abbot, if he had been fo fortu- 
nate as to embrace the principles of the reforma- 
tion from convidfion, or fo cunning as to efpoufe 
them out of policy, feized the whole revenues of 
the fraternity; and, except what he allowed for 
the fubfiftence of a few fuperannuated monks’, 
applied them entirely to his own ufe. The pro- 
pofal made by the reformed teachers, for apply- 
ing thefe revenues towards the maintenance of 
minifters, the education of youth, and the fup- 
port of the poor, was equally dreaded by all thefe 

* Keith, 496. Append. 190, 191. 
orders 
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orders of men. They oppofed it with the ut- 
moft warmth, and by their numbers and autho- 
rity eafily prevailed on the parliament to give no 
car to fuch a difagreeable demand'. Zealous as 
the firft reformers were, and animated with a fpi- 
rit fuperior to the low confiderations of interell, 
they beheld thefe early fymptoms of felfifhnefs and 
avarice among their adherents with amazement 
and forrow; and we find Knox expreffing the 
utmoft fenfibility of that contempt with which 
they were treated by many from whom he ex- 
pedted a more generous concern for the fuccefs 
of religion and the honour of its minifters u. 

A difficulty hath been ftarted with regard to 
the adts of this parliament concerning religion. 
This difficulty, which at fuch a diftance of time 
is of no importance, was founded on the words 
of the treaty of Edinburgh. By that, the par- 
liament was permitted to take into confideration 
theftate of religion, and to fignify theirfentiments 
of it to tlie king and queen. But, inftead of pre- 
fenting their defires to their fovereigns in the 
humble form of a fupplication or addrefs, the 
parliament converted them into fo many adts ; 
which, although they never received the royal af- 
fent, obtained, all over the kingdom, the weight 
and authority of laws. In compliance with their 
injundtions, the eftabliffied fyftem of religion was 
every where overthrown, and that recommended 
by the reformers introduced in its place. The 
partiality and zeal of the people overlooked or 
fupplied any defedt in the form of thefe adts of 
parliament, and rendered the obfervance of them 
more univerfal than ever had been yielded to the 

* See Append. No. IV. “ Knox, 239. 156. 
ftatutes 
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iiatutes of the moft: regular or conflitutional af- 
fembly. By thofe proceedings, it muft, however, 
be confeffed, that the parliament, or rather the na- 
tion, violated the lait article in the treaty of 
Edinburgh, and even exceeded the powers which 
belong to iubjedts. But when once men have 
been accuftomed to break through the common 
boundaries of fubjeftion, and their minds are in- 
flamed with the paffions which civil war infpires, 
it is mere pedantry or ignorance to meafure their 
condudl by thole rules which can be applied 
only where government is in a Hate of order and 
tranquillity. A nation, when obliged to employ 
fuch extraordinary efforts in defence of its liber- 
ties, avails itfelf of every thing which can promote 
this great end ; and the neceiiity of the caie, as 
well as the importance of the objedf, juftify any 
departure from the common and effabiilhed rules 
of the conftitution. 

In confequence of the treaty of Edinburgh, 
as well as by the ordinary forms of buiinefs, it 
became neceffary to lay the proceedings ol parli- 
ament before the king and queen. For this pur- 
pofe, Sir James Sandilands of Calderlord St.John 
was appointed to repair to the court of France. 
After holding a courfe fo irregular, the leaders of 
the congregation had no realon to flatter them- 
felves that Francis and Mary would ever approve 
their conduct, or confirm it by their royal alfent. 
The reception of their ambaffador was no other 
than they might have expefted. He was treated 
by the king and queen with the utmoft coldnefs, 
ai d difmiffed without obtaining the ratification 
ltd the parliament’s proceedings. From the princes 
of Eorrain, ,and their partiians, he endured all 
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the fcorn and infult which it was natural for 
them to pour upon the party he reprefented*. 

Though the earls of Morton, Glencairn, and 
Maitland of Lethington, the ambaffadors of the 
parliament to Elizabeth their prote&refs, met 
with a very different reception, they were not 
more fuccefsful in one part of the negociation 
entrufted to their care. The Scots, fenfible of 
the fecurity which they derived from their union 
with England, were defirous of rendering it in- 
diffoluble. With this view they empowered 
thefe eminent leaders of their party to teftify to 
Elizabeth their gratitude for that feafonable and 
effectual aid which fhe had afforded them, and 
at the fame time to befeech her to render the 
friendlhip between the nations perpetual, by con- 
defeending to marry the earl of Arran, who, 
though a i'ubject, was nearly allied to the royal 
family of Scotland, and, after Mary, the un- 
doubted heir to the crown. 

To the former part of this commiflion Eliza- 
beth liftened with the utmoft fatisfaftion, and 
encouraged the Scots, in any future exigency, to 
hope for the continuance of her good offices; with 
regard to the latter, fhe difeovered thofe fenti- 
ments to which fhe adhered throughout her whole 
reign. Averfe from marriage, as feme maintain 
through choice, but more probably out of policy, 
that ambitious princefs would never admit any 
partner to the throne ; but delighted with the en- 
tire and uncontrolled exercife of power, fhe facri- 
ficed to the enjoyment of that, the hopes of 
tranfmitting her crown to her own polterity. The 

x Knox, 255. Euch. 327. State Papers publiflied by 
!oid Hardwicke, vol. i. p. 125, &c. 
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marriage with the earl of Arran could not be 
attended with any fuch extraordinary advantage 
as to (hake this refolution ; fhe declined it there- 
fore, but with many expreflions of good-will 
towards the Scottifh nation, and of reipeft for 
Arran himfelf 'f. 

Towards the conclufion of this year, diftin- 
guifhed by fo many remarkable events, there 
happened one of great importance. On the 
fourth of December died Francis II. a prince of 
a feeble conllitution, and of a mean underftand- 
ing. As he,did not leave any ilfue by the queen, 
no incident could have been more fortunate to 
thofe who, during the late commotions in Scot- 
land, had taken part with the congregation. 
Mary, by the charms of her beauty, had ac- 
quired an entire afcendant over her huiband; 
and as fhe transferred all her influence to her 
uncles the princes of Lorrain, Francis followed 
them implicitly in whatever track they were 
pleafed to lead him. The power of France, 
under fuch direction, alarmed the Scottifh male- 
contents with apprehenfions of danger, no lefs 
formidable than well founded. The intefline 
diforders which raged in France, and the feafon- 
able interpolition of England in behalf of the 
congregation, had hitherto prevented the princes 
of Lorrain from carrying their deiigns upon 
Scotland into execution. But under their vigor- 
ous and decifive adminiftration, it was impofiible 
that the commotions in France could be of long 
continuance, and many things might fall in to 
divert Elizabeth’s attention, for the future, from 
the affairs of Scotland. In either of thefe events, 

y Burn. 3. Append. 308. Keith, 154, &c.- 
the 
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the Scots would Hand expofed to all the ven- 
geance which the refentmentof the French court 
could inflict. The blow, however long fuf- 
pended, was unavoidable, and muft fall at lait 
with redoubled weight. From this profpect and 
expectation of danger, the Scots were delivered 
by the death of Francis; the ancient confederacy 
of the two kingdoms had already been broken, 
and by this event the chief bond of union which 
remained was diffolved. Catherine of Medicis, 
who, during the minority of Charles IX. her fe- 
cond fon, engrailed the entire direction of the 
French, councils, was far from any thoughts of 
vindicating the Scottifh queen’s authority. Ca- 
therine and Mary had been rivals in power during 
the reign of Francis II. and had contended for 
the government of that weak and unexperienced 
prince ; but as the charms of the wife eatily tri- 
umphed over the authority of the mother, Ca- 
therine could never forgive fuch a difappointment 
in her favourite paffion, and beheld now, with 
fecrct pleafure, the difficult and perplexing feene 
on which her daughter-in-law was about to enter. 
Mary, overwhelmed with all the forrow which fo 
fad a reverfe of fortune could occafion ; flighted 
by the queen-mother z ; and forfaken by the tribe 
of courtiers, who appear only in the funfhine of 
profperity, retired to Rheims, and there in foli- 
tude indulged her grief, or hid her indignation. 
Even the princes of Lorrain were obliged to 
contract their views ; to turn them from foreign 
to domeflic objects ; and inftead of forming vafl 
projects with regard to Britain, they found it 

* Henault, 340. Cafteln. 454. 
. vol. i. v necefiary 
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neceffary to think of acquiring and eftablifhing 
an intereft with the new adminiftration. 

It is impoffible to defcribe the emotions of joy 
which, on all thefe accounts, the death of the 
French monarch excited among the Scots. They 
regarded it as the only event which could give 
firmnefs and liability to that fyllem of religion 
and government which was now introduced ; and 
it is no wonder contemporary hiltorians (hould 
afcribe it to the immediate care of Providence, 
which, by unforefeen expedients, can fecure the 
peace and happinefs of kingdoms in thofe fitua- 
tions where human prudence and invention would 
utterly defpair3. 

About this time the protellant church of 
Scotland began to affume a regular form. Its 
principles had obtained the fanciion of public 
authority, and fome fixed external policy became 
necelfary for the government and prefervation of 
the infant fociety. The model introduced by the 
reformers differed extremely from that which had 
been long eftabiilhed. The motives which in- 
duced them to depart fo far from the ancient 
fyllem deferve to be explained. 

The licentious lives of the clergy, as has been 
already obferved, feem to have been among the 
firll things that excited any fufpicion concerning 
the truth of the doftrines which they taught, 
and roufed that fpirit of inquiry which proved 
fatal to the popilh fyllem. As this difguft at the 
vices of ecclefiallics was foon transferred to their 
perfons, and Ihifting from them, by no violent 
tranfition, fettled at kill upon the offices which 

a Knox, 259. 
they 
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they enjoyed ; the effects of the Reformation 
would naturally have extended not only to the 
do&rine, but to the form of government in the 
popifh church; and the fame fpirit which abolifhed 
the former, would have overturned the latter. 
But in the arrangements which took place in the 
different kingdoms and ftates of Europe in con- 
fequence of the Reformation, we may obferve 
fomething fimilar to what happened upon the 
firft eftablifhment of Chriftianity in the Roman 
empire. In both periods, the form of ecclefi- 
aftical policy was modelled, in fome meafure, 
upon that of the civil government. When the 
Chriftian church was patronifed and eftablilhed 
by the ftate, the jurifdiction of the various orders 
of the ecclefiaftics, diftinguifhed by the names of 
Patriarchs, Archbifhops, and Bifhops, was made 
to correfpond with the various divifions of the 
empire ; and the eccleliaftic of chief eminence in 
each of thefe poffeffed authority more or lefs 
extenfive in proportion to that of the civil magi- 
ftrate who prefided over the fame diftrift. When 
the Reformation took place, the epifcopal form 
of government, with its various ranks and de- 
grees of fubordination, appearing to be moll 
confident with the genius of monarchy, it was 
continued, with a few limitations, in feveral pro- 
vinces of Germany, in England, and in the 
northern kingdoms. But in Switzerland and 
fome parts of the Low Countries where the 
popular form of government allowed more full 
fcope to the innovating genius of the Reforma- 
tion, all pre-eminence of order in the church 
was deftroyed, and an equality eftablilhed more 
fuitable to the fpirit of republican policy. As 

Y 2 the 
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the model of epifcopal government was copied 
from that of the Chriftian church as eftabliihed 
in the Roman empire, the fituation of the pri- 
mitive church, prior to its eftablifhment by civil 
authority, feems to have fuggelled the idea, and 
furnifhed the model of the latter fyftem, which 
has iince been denominated Prejhyterian. The 
iirft Chriftian s, opprefled by continual perfecu- 
tions, and obliged to hold their religious affem- 
-blies by Health and in corners, were contented 
with a form of government extremely fimple. 
The influence of religion concurred with the fenfe 
•of danger, in extinguifhing among them the fpirit 
of ambition, and in preferving a parity of rank, 
the effedt of their fufferings, and the caufe of 
many of their virtues. Calvin, whofe decifions 
were received among many proteflants of that age 
with incredible fubmiflion, was the patron and 
rellorer of this fcheme of ecclefiaftical policy. 
The church of Geneva, formed under his eye and 
by his direftion, was deemed the moll perfedt 
model of this government ; and Knox, who, 
during his rdidence in that city, had ftudied and 
admired it, warmly recommended it to the imi- 
tation of his countrymen. 

Among the Scottifli nobility, fome hated the 
perfons, and others coveted the wealth, of the 
dignified clergy. By abolifhing that order of 
men, the former indulged their refentment, and 
the latter hoped to gratify their avarice. The 
people, inflamed with the moft violent averfion 
to popery, and approving of every fcheme that 
departed farthefl: from the pradfice of the Romifli 
church, were delighted with a fyitem fo admira- 
bly fuited to their predominant palfion: while 



I560.] HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 245 
the friends of civil liberty beheld with pleafure 
the proteftant clergy pulling down with their 
own hands that fabric of ecclehaftical power 
which their predecefibrs had reared with fo 
much art and induftry ; and flattered themfelves, 
that by lending their aid to itrip churchmen of 
their dignity and wealth, they might entirely 
deliver tbe nation from their exorbitant and op- 
preflive jurifdich’on. The new mode of govern- 
ment eaiily made its way among men thus pre- 
pared, by their various interells and paffions, for 
its reception. 

But, on the firft introdudlion of his fyftem, 
Knox did not deem it expedient to depart alto- 
gether from the ancient form b. Inftead of bi- 
fhops, he propofed to eftabliih ten or twelve fu- 
perintendants in different parts of the kingdom. 
Thefe, as the name implies, were empowered to 
infpect the life and doftrine of the other clergy. 
They prefided in the inferior judicatories of the 
church, and performed feveral other parts of the 
epifcopal function. Their jurifdiclion, however, 
extended to facred things only ; they claimed no 
feat in parliament, and pretended no right to the 
dignity or revenues of the former bifhops. 

The number of inferior clergy, to whom the 
care of parochial duty could be committed, was 
ilill extremely fmall; they had embraced the 
principles of the Reformation at different times, 
and from various motives ; during the public 
commotions, they were fcattered, merely by 
chance, over the different provinces of the king- 
dom ; and in a few places only were formed into 
regular claffes or focieties. The firft general 

b Spotfwond, 1 j8. 
y 3 affembly 



246 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. I!. lit 
affembly of the church [Dec. 20.], which was 
held this year, bears all the marks of an infant 
and unformed fociety. The members were but 
few in number, and of no confiderable rank ; no 
uniform or confident rule feems to have been 
obferved in electing them. From a great part 
of the kingdom no reprefentatives appeared. In 
the name of fome entire counties, but one per- 
fon was prefent; while, in other places, a fingle 
town or church fent feveral members. A con- 
vention, fo feeble and irregular, could not pofiefs 
extenfive authority ; and, confcious of their own 
weaknefs, the members put an end to their de- 
bates, without venturing upon any decilion of 
much importance c. 

1561.3 In order to give greater ftrength and 
coniiftence to the prelbyterian plan, Knox, with 
the afiiftance of his brethren, compofed the fird 
book of difeipline, which contains the model or 
platform of the intended policy d. They pre- 
lented it to a convention of edates, which was 
held in the beginning of this year [Jan. 15.J. 
Whatever regulations were propofed with regard 
to eccldiadical difeipline and jurifdidlion, would 
have eafily obtained the fanftion of that ad'embly ; 
but a defign to recover the patrimony of the 
church, which is there infmuated, met with a 
very different reception. 

In vain did the clergy difplay the advantages 
which would accrue to the public, by a proper 
application of ecclefiadical revenues. In vain did 
they propofe, by an impartial didribution of this 
fund, to promote true religion, to encourage 
learning, and to fupport the poor. In vain did 

c Keith, 498. <i Spotf. 152. 
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they even intermingle threatenings of the divine 
difpleafure againd the iinjuft detainers of what 
was appropriated to a facred ufe. The nobles 
held faft the prey which they had feized ; and 
beftowing upon the propofal the name of a de- 
vout imagination, they affected to confider it as a 
projeft altogether viiionary, and treated it with 
the utmoft fcorn e. 

This convention appointed the prior of St. 
Andrew’s to repair to the queen, and to invite 
her to return into her native country, and to af- 
fume the reins of government, which had been 
too long committed to other hands. Though 
fome of her fubjefts dreaded her return, and 
others forefaw dangerous confequences with 
which it might be attended f, the bulk of them 
defined it with fo much ardour, that the invita- 
tion was given with the greateft appearance of 
unanimity. But the zeal of the Roman catho- 
lics got the ftart of the prior in paying court to 
Mary ; and Lefly, afterwards bifhop of Rofs, 
who was commiffioned by them, arrived before 
him at the place of her reiidence s. Lefiy en- 
deavoured to infufe into the queen’s mind fuf- 
picions of her proteftant fubjefts, and to perfuade 
her to throw herfelf entirely into the arms of 
thofe who adhered to her own religion. For 
this purpofe, he infifted that (he (hould land at 
Aberdeen ; and as the proteftant doftrines had 
made no confiderable progrefs in that part of the 
kingdom, he gave her affurance of being joined 
in a few days by twenty thoufand men ; and 
flattered her, that with fuch an army, encouraged 

' Knox, 256. f See Append. No. V. 
£ Lefly, 227. 
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by her prefence and authority, (he might eafily 
overturn the reformed church, before it was 
firmly fettled on its foundations. 

But, at this juncture, the princes of Lorrain 
were not difpofed to liften to this extravagant 
and dangerous propofal. Intent on defending 
themfelves againit Catherine of Medicis, whofe 
inlidious policy was employed in undermining 
their exorbitant power, they had no leifure to 
attend to the affairs of Scotland, and wifhed 
their niece to take poffeffion of her kingdom with 
as little difturbance as poffible. The French 
officers too, who had ferved in Scotland, dif- 
fuaded Mary from all violent meafures ; and, by 
reprefenting the power and number of the pro- 
teftants to be irrdiltible, determined her to court 
them by every art; and rather to employ the 
leading men of that party as miniflers, than to 
provoke them, by a fruitlefs oppofition, to become 
her enemies h. Hence proceeded the confidence 
and affeftion with which the prior of St. An- 
drew’s was received by the queen. His repre- 
fentation of the Hate of the kingdom gained great 
credit ; and Lefly beheld with regret the new 
channel in which court favour was likely to run. 

Another convention of eflates was held in 
May. The arrival of an ambaffador from France 
feems to have been the occafion of this meeting. 
Fie was inftrufted to folicit the Scots to renew 
their ancient alliance with France, to break their 
new confederacy with England, and to reftore 
the popifh eccleiialtics to the poffeffion of their 
revenues and the exercife of their funftions. It 
is no eafy mattter to form any conjecture con- 

i' Mely. 61. 
cermng 
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cerning the intentions of the French court in 
making thefe extraordinary and ill-timed propo- 
rtions. They were reje&ed with that Icom 
which might well have been expefted from the 
temper of the nation *. 

In this convention, the proteflant clergy did 
not obtain a more favourable audience than for- 
merly, and their profpeef of recovering the pa- 
trimony of the church {till remained as diftant 
and uncertain as ever. But, with regard to ano- 
ther point, they found the zeal of the nobles in 
no degree abated. The book of difeipline feemed 
to require that the monuments of popery, which 
{till remained in the kingdom, fnould be de- 
molifhed lc ; and, though neither the fame pre- 
tence of policy, nor the fame ungovernable rage 
of the people, remained, to jultify or excufe this 
barbarous havoc, the convention, confidering 
every religious fabric as a relic of idolatry, paffed 
fentence upon them by an aft in form ; and per- 
fons the moll remarkable for the aftivity of their 
zeal were appointed to put it in execution. Ab- 
bies, churches, libraries, records, and even the 
fepulchres of the dead, perilhed in one common 
ruin. The Itorm of popular infurreftion, though 
impetuous and irrefiftible, had extended only to 
a few counties, and foon fpent its rage ; but now 
a deliberate and univerfal rapine completed the 
devaftation of every thing venerable and mag- 
nificent which had efcaped its violence *. 

In the mean time, Mary was in no hafte tore- 
turn into Scotland. Accuitomed to the elegance, 
fplendour, and gaiety of a polite court, (he {till 
fondly lingered in France, the feene of all thefe 

* Knox, 269. 273. k Spoti’wood, 153. 1 Ibid. 174. 
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enjoyments, and contemplated with horror the 
barbarifm of her own country, and the turbu- 
lence of her fubjefts, which prefented her with a 
very different face of things. The impatience, 
however, of her people, the perfuafions of her 
uncles, but above all the ftudied and mortifying 
negleft with which fhe was treated by the queen 
mother, forced her to think of beginning this 
difagreeable voyage m. But while fhe was pre- 
paring for it, there were fown between her and 
Elizabeth the feeds of that perfonal jealoufy and 
difcord, which embittered the life and fhortened 
the days of the Scottifh queen. 

The ratification of the late treaty of Edin- 
burgh was the immediate occafion of this fatal 
animofity ; the true caufe of it lay much deeper. 
Almoft every article in that treaty had been 
executed by both parties with a fcrupulous 
exactnefs. The fortifications of Leith were de- 
molifhed, and the armies of France and England 
withdrawn within the appointed time. The 
grievances of the Scottifh malecontents were 
redreffed, and they had obtained whatever they 
could demand for their future fecurity. With 
regard to all thefe, Mary could have little reafon 
to decline, or Elizabeth to urge, the ratification 
of the treaty. 

The fixth article remained the only fource of 
conteft and difficulty. No minifter ever entered 
more deeply into the fchemes of his fovereign, 
or purfued them with more dexterity and fuccefs, 
than Cecil. In the conduct of the negociation 
at Edinburgh, the found underftanding of this 
able politician had proved greatly an overmatch 

*n Brantome, Jebb, vol. ii. 4S2, 
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for Monluc’s refinements in intrigue, and had art- 
fully induced the French ambalfador^, not only 
to acknowledge that the crowns of England and 
Ireland did of right belong to Elizabeth alone, 
but alfo to promife, that in all times to come 
Mary ftiould abltain from ufing the titles, or 
bearing the arms, of thofe kingdoms. 

The ratification of this article would have 
been of the moft fatal confequence to Mary. 
The crown of England was an object worthy of 
her ambition. Her pretenfions to it gave her 
great dignity and importance in the eyes of all 
Europe. By many, her title was efteemed pre- 
ferable to that of Elizabeth. Among the 
Englilh themfelves, the Roman catholics, who 
formed at that time a numerous and adtive party, 
openly efpoufed this opinion ; and even the pro- 
teftants, who fupported Elizabeth’s throne, 
could not deny the queen of Scots to be her im- 
mediate heir. A proper opportunity to avail 
herfelf of all thefe advantages could not, in the 
courfe of things, be far diftant, and many in- 
cidents might fall in, to bring this opportunity 
nearer than was expected. In thefe circum- 
ilances, Mary, by ratifying the article in difpute, 
would have loft that rank which fhe had hitherto 
held among neighbouring princes; the zeal of her 
adherents muft have gradually cooled; and Ihe 
might have renounced, from that moment, all 
hopes of ever wearing the Englifh crown n. 

None of thofe beneficial confequences efcaped 
the penetrating eye of Elizabeth, who, for this 
reafon, had recourfe to every thing by which (he 
could hope either to footh or frighten the Scot- 

n Haynes, 373, &c. 
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tifh queen into a compliance with her demands ; 
and il that princefs had been fo unadvifed as to 
ratify the rafli conceflions of her ambaffadors, 
Elizabeth* by that deed, would have acquired an 
advantage, which, under her management, muft 
have turned to great account. By fuch a re- 
nunciation, the queftion with regard to the right 
of fucceffion would have been left altogether open 
and undecided ; and, by means of that, Eliza- 
beth might either have kept her rival in perpetual 
anxiety and dependence, or, by the authority of 
her parliament, fhe might have broken in upon 
the order of lineal fucceffion, and transferred the 
crown tofome other defeendant of the royal blood. 
The forme rcondudtftieobferved to wards James VI. 
whom, during his whole reign, die held in per- 
petual fear and fubjeftion. The latter and more 
rigorous method of proceeding would, in all pro- 
bability,have been employed again!! Mary, whom, 
for many reafons, fhe both envied and hated. 

Nor was this Hep beyond her power, unpre- 
cedented in the hittory, or ineonfulent with the 
conllitution of England. Though fucceffion by 
hereditary right be an idea fo natural and fo po- 
pular, that it has been eltabliffied in almoft every 
civilized nation, yet England affords many me- 
morable inftances of deviation from that rule. The 
crown of that kingdom having once been feized 
by the hand of a conqueror, this invited the 
bold and enterpriling in every age to imitate fuch 
an illuftrious example of fortunate ambition. 
From the time of William the Norman, the re- 
gular courfe of defeent had feldom continued 
through three fucceffive reigns. Thofe princes, 
whofe intrigues or valour opened to them a way 

. to 
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to the throne, called in the authority of the great 
council of the nation toconfirm theirdubious titles. 
Hence parliamentary and hereditary right became 
in England of equal confideration. That great 
aflembly claimed and actually poffeffed a power 
of altering the order of regal fucceflion; and even 
fo late as Henry VIII. an a& of parliament had 
authorifed that capricious monarch to fettle the 
order of fucceffion at his pleafure. The Englilh, 
jealous of their religious liberty, and averfe from 
the dominion of ftrangers, would have eagerly 
adopted the pafiions of their fovereign, and might 
have been eaiily induced to exclude the Scottifh 
line from the right of fucceeding to the crown. 
Thefe feem to have been the views of both 
queens, and thefe were the difficulties which re- 
tarded the ratification of the treaty of Edinburgh. 

But, if the fources of their difcord were to be 
traced no higher than this treaty, an inconfider- 
able alteration in the words of it might have 
brought the prefent queftion to an amicable iffiie. 
The indefinite and ambiguous expreffion which 
Cecil had inferted into the treaty, might have 
been changed into one more limited but more 
precife ; and Mary, inftead of promifing to ab- 
ftain from bearing the title of Queen of England 
in all times to come, might have engaged not to 
affume that title during the life of Elizabeth, or 
the lives of her lawful pofterity 

Such 
0 This expedient for terminating the difference between 

Elizabeth and Mary was fo obvious, that it could not fail 
of prefenting itfelf to the view of the Englifh minifters. 
“ There hath been a matter fecretly thought of (fays Cecil 
in a letter to Throkmorton, July 14, 1561), which I dare 
communicate to you, although I mean never to be an au- 
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Such an amendment, however, did not fuit 

the views of either queen. Though Mary had 
been obliged to fufpend for fome time the pro- 
fecution of her title to the Englifh crown, {he 
had not however relinquifhed it. She determined 
to revive her claim on the firlt profpeft of fuccefs, 
and was unwilling to bind herfelf by a pofitive 
engagement, not to take advantage of any fuch 
fortunate occurrence. Nor would the alteration 
have been more acceptable to Elizabeth, who, 
by agreeing to it, would have tacitly recognifed 
the right of her rival to afcend the throne after 
her deceafe. But neither the Scottifh nor Englifh 
queen durft avow thefe fecret fentiments of their 
hearts. Any open difcovery of an inclination to 
difturb the tranquillity of England, or to wreft 
the fceptre out of Elizabeth’s hands, might have 
proved fatal to Mary’s pretenfions. Any fuf- 
picion of a defign to alter the order of fucceflion, 
thor thereof; and that is, if an accord might be made be- 
twixt our miflrefs and the ScottUh queen, that this ihould 
by parliament in Scotland, Sec. furrender unto the queen’s 
majelly all matter of claim, and unto the heirs of her body ; 
and in coniideration thereof, the Scottiflr queen’s intereft 
ihould be acknowledged in default of heirs of the body of the 
queen’s m.ijefty. Well, God fend our miftrefs a hufband, 
and by time a fon, that we may hope our pofterity /hall have 
a mafeuline fucceffion. This matter is too big for weak 
folks, and too deep for Ample. The queen’s majefty know- 
ethofit.” Hardw. State Pap. i. 174. But with regard to 
every point relating to the fucceflion, Elizabeth was fo jealous, 
and fo apt to take offence, that her moft confidential mi- 
nifters durft not urge her to advance one ftep farther than /he 
herfelf chofe to go. Cecil, mentioning fome fcheme about 
the fucceflion, if the queen /hould not marry or leave i/Tue, 
adds, with his ufual caution: ,e This fang hath many 
parts; but, for my part, I have no /kill but in plain fong.” 
Ibid. 17S. 

and 
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and to fet aiide the claim of the Scotthh queen» 
would have expofed Elizabeth to much and de- 
ferved cenfure, and have raifed up againft her 
many and dangerous enemies. Thefe, however 
carefully concealed or artfully difguifed, were, 
in all probability, the real motives which deter- 
mined the one queen to folicit, and the other 
to refufe, the ratification of the treaty in its 

j original form ; while neither had recourfeto that 
explication of it, which to an heart unwarped 
by political intereft, and fincerely defirous of 
union and concord, would have appeared fo ob- 
vious and natural. 

But though confiderations of intereft firft occa- 
fioned this rupture between the Britifli queens, 
rivalfhip of another kind contributed to widen 
the breach, and female jealoufy increafed the 
violence of their political hatred. Elizabeth, 
with all thofe extraordinary qualities by which 
Ihe equalled or furpaffed fuch of her fex as have 
merited the greateft renown, difcovered an ad- 
miration of her own perfon, to a degree which 
women of ordinary underftandings either do not 
entertain, or prudently endeavour to conceal. 
Her attention to drefs, her folicitude to difplay 
her charms, her love of flattery, were all ex- 
ceflive. Nor were thefe weaknelfes confined to 
that period of life when they are more pardon- 
able. Even in very advanced years, the wifeft 
woman of that, or perhaps of any other age, 
wore the garb, and affected the manners of a 
girl p. Though Elizabeth was as much inferior 
to Mary in beauty and gracefulnefs of perfon, as 

P Johnfon Hift. Rer. Britain. 346, 347. Carte, vol. iii. 
699. Catalogue of Royal and Noble authors, article EJJcx. 

z 2 flic 
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fhe excelled her in political abilities and in the 
arts of government, fhe was weak enough to 
compare herfelf with the Scottifh queen 1; and 
as it was impoflible fhe could be altogether ig- 
norant how much Mary gained by the com- 
parifon, fhe envied and hated her as a rival by 
whom fhe was eclipfed. In judging of the con- 
duft of princes, we are apt to afcribe too much 
to political motives, and too little to the paffions 
which they feel in common with the reft of man- 
kind. In order to account for Elizabeth’s pre- 
fent, as well as her fubfequent conduct towards 
Mary, we muft not always confider her as a queen, 
We muft fometimes regard her merely as a woman. 

Elizabeth, though no ftranger to Mary’s dif- 
ficulties with refpeft to the treaty, continued to 
urge her, by repeated applications, to ratify itr. 
Mary, under various pretences, ftill contrived to 
gain time, and to elude the requeft. But while 
the one queen folicited with perfevering impor- 
tunity, and the other evaded with artful delay, 
they both ftudied an extreme politenefs of be- 
haviour, and loaded each other with profeflions 
of fifterly love, with reciprocal declarations of 
unchangeable efteem and amity. 

It was not long before Mary was convinced, 
that among princes thefe expreffions of friendfhip 
are commonly far diftant from the heart. In 
failing from France to Scotland, the courfe lies 
along the Englifh coaft. In order to be fafe 
from the infults of the Englifh fleet, or, in cafe 
of tempeftuous weather, to fecure a retreat in the 
harbours of that kingdom, Mary fent M.D’Oy- 
fel to demand of Elizabeth a fafe-conduct during 

<j Melvil, 98. r Keith, 157. 160, &c. 
her 



/ 



JlStOf/uirrt R^tuteZZ Iniac T,pZ'r J « 

TttMuAeit Ar iXuteU JbPjmvcf, Strand. 



1561.] HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 257 
her voyage. This requeft, which decency alone 
obliged one prince to grant to another, Eliza- 
beth rejected, in fuch a manner as gave rife to 
no flight fufpicion of a deflgn, either to obftruct 
the paflage, or to intercept the perfon of the 
Scottiih queen8. 

Mary, in a long conference with Throkmor- 
ton, the Englilh ambaflador in France, explained 
her fentiments concerning this ungenerous beha- 
viour of his miftrefs, in a {train of dignified ex- 
poftulation, which conveys an idea of her abilities, 
addrefs, and fpirit, as advantageous as any tranf- 
action in her reign. Mary was at that time only 
in her eighteenth year ; and as Throkmorton’s ac- 
count of what pafied in his interview with her, 
is addrefled directly to Elizabethl, that dexterous 
courtier, we may be well affured, did not em- 
bellifli the difeourfe of the Scottifli queen with 
any colouring too favourable. 

Whatever refentment Mary might feel, it did 
not retard her departure from France. She was 
accompanied to Calais, the place where fhe em- 
barked, in a manner fuitable to her dignity, as the 
queen of two powerful kingdoms. Six princes of 
Lorrain, her uncles, with many of the moll emi- 
nent among the French nobles, were in her re- 
tinue. Catherine, who fecretly rejoiced at her 
departure, graced it with every circumflance of 
magnificence and refpect. After bidding adieu 
to her mourning attendants, with a fad heart, 
and eyes bathed in tears, Mary left that king- 
dom, the fhort but only feene of her life in which 
fortune fmiled upon her. While the French coaft 

* Keith, 171. Camden. See Appendix, No. VI. 
* Cabbala, p. 374. Keith, 170, See. 
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continued in fight, {he intently gazed upon it, 
and mufing, in a thoughtful pofture, on that 
height of fortune whence fhe had fallen, and 
prefaging, perhaps, the difafters and calamities 
which embittered the remainder of her days, fhe 
fighed often, and cried out, “ Farewel, France ! 

Farewel, beloved country, which I {hall never 
“ more behold !” Even when the darknefs of 
the night had hid the land from her view, {he 
would neither retire to the cabin, nor tafte food, 
but commanding a couch to be placed on the deck, 
the there waited the return of day with the ut- 
moft impatience. Fortune toothed her on this 
occafion ; the galley made little way during the 
night. In the morning, the coaft of France 
was ftill within fight, and the continued to feed 
her melancholy with the profpeft ; and as long 
as her eyes could diftinguifli it, to utter the fame 
tender exprefiions of regret". At laft a brifk 
gale arofe, by the favour of which for fome days, 
and afterwards under the cover of a thick fog, 
Mary efcaped the Englifh fleet, which, as {he 
apprehended, lay in wait in order to intercept 
her x; and on the nineteenth of Auguft, after 

an 
v Brentomc, 483. He himfelf was In the fame galley 

with the queen. 
* Goodall, vol. i. T75. Camden infinuates, rather than 

affirms, that it was the objedt of the Engliill fleet to inter- 
cept Mary. This, however, feems to be doubtful., Eliza- 
beth pofitively aflerts, that, at the requeft of the king of Spain, 
fhe had fitted out a few fhipsof {lender force, in older to clear 
the narrow feas of pirates, which infefted them ; and ihe ap- 
peals for the truth of this to Mary’s own minifiers. App. 
No. VI. Cecil, in a letter to Throkmorton, Aug. 26, 1561, 
informs him, that “ the queen's ihips, which were upon the 
feas to tleanfe them of pirates, faw her [i.e. Mary], and 

falutei 
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an abfence of near thirteen years, landed fafely 
at Leith in her native kingdom. 

Mary was received by her fubje&s with (bouts 
and acclamations of joy, and with every demon- 
ftration of welcome and regard. But as her ar- 
rival was unexpefted, and no fuitable preparation 
had been made for it, they could not, with all 
their efforts, hide from her the poverty of the 
country, and were obliged to conduct her to the 
palace of Holyrood-houfe with little pomp. The 
queen, accuftomed from her infancy to fplendour 
and magnificence, and fond of them, as was na- 
tural at her age, could not help obferving the 
change in her fituation, and feemed to be deeply 
affe&ed with it y. 

Never did any prince afcend the throne at a 
juncture which called for more wifdom in coun- 
cil, or more courage and fteadinefs in adtion. The 
rage of religious controverfy was ftill unabated. 
The memory of pad oppreffion exafperated the 
proteftants ; the fmart of recent injuries rendered 
the papifts defperate ; both were zealous, fierce, 
and irreconcilable. The abfence of their fove- 
reign had accuftomed the nobles to independ- 
ence ; and during the late commotions, they had 
acquired fuch an increafe of wealth, by the fpoils 
of the church, as threw great weight into the 
fcale of the ariftocracy, which flood not in need 

faluted her galleys, and flaying her flilps, examined them of 
pirates, and difmifled them gently. One Scottifli (hip they 
detain as vehemently fufpected of piracy.” Hard. State 
Papers, i. 176. Caftelnau, who accompmird Mary in this 
voyage, confirms the circumftance of her galleys being in 
fight of the Englilh fleet. Mem. ap. Jebb, xi. 455. 
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of any acceffion of power. The kingdom had 
long been under the government of regents, who 
exercifed a delegated jurifdiction, attended with 
little authority, and which infpired no reverence. 
A Hate of pure anarchy had prevailed for the two 
laft years, without a regent, without a fupreme 
council, without the power, or even the form, of 
a regular governmentz. A licentious fpirit, un- 
acquainted with fubordination, and difdaining 
the reftraints of law and juftice, had fpread 
among all ranks of men. The influence of 
France, the ancient ally of the kingdom, was 
withdrawn or defpifed. The Engliih, of enemies 
become confederates, had grown into confidence 
with the nation, and had gained an afcendant 
over all its councils. The Scottilh monarchs did 
not derive more fplendour or power from the 
friendlhip of the former, than they had reafon to 
dread injury and diminution from the interpofi- 
tion of the latter. Every confideration, whether 
of intereft or of felf-prefervation, obliged Eliza- 
beth to deprefs the royal authority in Scotland, 
and to create the prince perpetual difficulties, by 
fomenting the fpirit of diffatisfa&ion among the 
people. 

In this pollure were the affairs of Scotland, 
when the adminiftration fell into the hands of a 
young queen, not nineteen years of age, unac- 
quainted with the manners andlawsof hercountry, 
ailrangertoherfubjefts, withoutexperience, with- 
out allies, and almoil without a friend. 

On the other hand, in Mary’s lituation we find 
fome circumftances, which, though they did not 
balance thefe difadvantages, contributed however 

* Keith, Appendix, 92. 
to 
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to alleviate them ; and, with (kilful management, 
might have produced great effefts. Her fubjefts, 
unaccultomed fo long to the refidence of their 
prince, were not only dazzled by the novelty and 
fplendour of the royal prefence, but infpired with 
awe and reverence. Belides the places of power 
and profit beftowed by the favour of a prince, his 
protection, his familiarity, and even his fmiles, 
confer honour and win the hearts of men. From 
all corners of the kingdom, the nobles crowded to 
teftify their duty and affeftion to their fovereign, 
and ftudied by every art to wipe out the memory 
of paft mifconduft, and to lay in a flock of future 
merit. The amufements and gaiety of her court, 
which was filled with the moft accompliflied of 
the French nobility, who had attended her, began 
to foften and to polifli the rude manners of the 
nation. Mary herfelf pofleffed many of thofe 
qualifications which raife affeCtion and procure 
efteem. The beauty and gracefulnefs of her perfon 
drew univerfal admiration, the elegance and po- 
litenefs of her manners commanded general re- 
fpeft. To all the charms of her own fex, file 
added many of the accomplifliments of the other. 
The progrefs flie had made in all the arts and fci- 
ences, which were then deemed neceffary or or- 
namental, was far beyond what is commonly at- 

: tained by princes; and all her other qualities were 
rendered more agreeable by a courteous affability, 
which, without leflening the dignity of a prince, 
fteals on the hearts of fubjefts with a bewitching 
infinuation. 

From thefe circumftances, notwithftanding the 
threatening afpeft of affairs at Mary’s return into 
(Scotland, notwithftanding the clouds which ga- 

thered 
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thered on every hand, a political obferver would 
have predicted a very different blue of her reign ; 
and whatever fudden guffs of faction he might 
have expected, he would never have dreaded the 
deftruff ive violence of that ftorm which followed. 

While all parties were contending who fhould 
difeover the mo ft dutiful attachment to the queen, 
the zealous and impatient fpirit of the age broke 
out in a remarkable inftance. On the Sunday 
after her arrival, the queen commanded mafs to 
be celebrated in the chapel of her palace. The 
firft rumour of this occafioned a fecret murmur- 
ing among the proteflants who attended the 
court; complaints and threatenings foon follow- 
ed ; the fervants belonging to the chapel were 
infulted and abufed ; and if the prior of St. An- 
drew’s had not feafonably interpofed, the rioters 
might have proceeded to the utmoff exceffes a. 

It is impoffible, at this diflance of time, and 
under circumflances fo very different, to conceive 
the violence of that zeal againft popery, which 
then poffeffed the nation. Every inftance of con- 
defeenfion to the papifts was deemed an adt of 
apoftacy, and the toleration of a fingle mafs pro- 
nounced to be more formidable to the nation 
than the invafion of ten thoufand armed men b. 
Under the influence of thefe opinions, many pro- 
teftants would have ventured to go dangerous 
lengths; and, without attempting to convince 
their fovereign by argument, or to reclaim her 
by indulgence, would have abruptly denied her 
the liberty of worfhipping God in that manner 
which alone fhe thought acceptable to him. But 
the prior of St. Andrew’s and other leaders of 

a Knox, 2S4. Haines, 372. *> Knox, 287. 
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the party, not only reftrained this impetuous fpi- 
rit, but, in fpite of the murmurs of the people 
and the exclamations of the preachers, obtained 
for the queen and her domeftics the undifturbed 
exercife of the catholic religion. Near an hun- 
dred years after this period, when the violence of 
religious animofities had begun to fubiide, when 
time and the progrefs of learning had enlarged 
the views of the human mind, an Englifh houfe 
of commons refufed to indulge the wife of their 
fovereign in the private ufe of the mafs. The 
proteftant leaders deferve, on this occafion, the 
praife both of wifdom and of moderation for con- 
duit fo different. But, at the fame time, who- 
ever reflects upon the encroaching and fanguinary 
fpirit of popery in that age, will be far from 
treating the fears and caution of the more zealous 
reformers as altogether imaginary and deftitute 
of any real foundation. 

The leaders of the proteflants, however, by 
this prudent compliance with the prejudices of 
their fovereign, obtained from her a proclamation 
highly favourable to their religion, which was 
ifl'ued fix days [Aug. 25.] after her arrival in 
Scotland. The reformed doitrine, though efta- 
blifhed over all the kingdom by the parliament, 
which met in confequence of the treaty of paci- 
fication, had never received the countenance or 
fanftion of royal authority. In order to quiet the 
minds of thofe who had embraced that doftrine, 
and to remove any dread of moleftation which 
they might entertain, Mary declared, “ that until 
fhe fhould take final orders concerning religion, 
with advice of parliament, any attempt to alter or 
fubvert the religion which fhe found univerfally 

pra&ifed 
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practifed in the realm, fliould be deemed a capital 
crime0.” Next year a fecond proclamation to 
the fame effecl was publifhed d. 

The queen, conformably to the plan which had 
been concerted in France, committed the admi- 
nillration of affairs entirely to proteftants. Her 
council was filled with the moll eminent perfons 
of that party ; not a fingle papill was admitted 
into any degree of confidence e. The' prior of 
St. Andrew’s and Maitland of Lethington feem- 
ed to hold the firfl place in the queen’s affedlion, 
and poffeifed all the power as well as reputation 
of favourite miniflers. Her choice could not 
have fallen upon perfons more acceptable to her 
people ; and, by their prudent advice,’ Mary 
conducted herfelf with fo much moderation, and 
deference to the fentiments of the nation, as 
could not fail of gaining the affedtion of her fub- 
jedtsf,—the firmell foundation of a prince’s 
power, and the only genuine fource of his happi- 
nefs and glory. 

A cordial reconcilement with Elizabeth was 
another object of great importance to Mary ; and 
though fhe feems to have had it much at heart, 
in the beginning of her adminiftration, to accom- 
plifli fuch a deiirable conjunction, yet many events 
occurred to widen, rather than to clofe, the 
breach. The formal offices of friendfhip, how- 
ever, are feldom neglected among princes ; and 
Elizabeth, who had attempted fo openly to ob- 
itruct the queen’s voyage into Scotland, did not 
fail, a few days after her arrival, to command 
Randolph to congratulate her fafe return. Mary, 

c Keith, 504. d Ibid. 510. 
e Knox, 285. f Lefley, 235. 
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that (he might be on equal terms with her, fent 
Maitland to the Englilh court, with many cere- 
monious exprefiions of regard for Elizabeth s. 
Both the ambafiadors were received with the ut- 
moft civility ; and on each fide the profeffions of 
kindnefs, as they were made with little lincerity, 
were liftened to with proportional credit. 

Both were intrufted, however, with fomething 
more than with mere matter of ceremony. Ran- 
dolph urged Mary, with frefh importunity, to 
ratify the treaty of Edinburgh. Maitland en- 
deavoured to amufe Elizabeth, by apologizing 
for the dilatory conduct of his miftrefs with re- 
gard to that point. The multiplicity of public 
affairs fince her arrival in Scotland, the import- 
ance of the queftion in difpute, and the abfence 
of many noblemen with whom fhe was obliged 
in decency to confult, were the pretences of- 
fered in excufe for her conduct; the real caufes 
of it were thofe which have already been men- 
tioned. But, in order to extricate herfelf out of 
thefe difficulties, into which the treaty of Edin- 
burgh had led her, Mary was brought to yield a 

; point, which formerly fhe feemed determined 
• never to give up. She inflrudted Maitland to 

fjgnify her willingnefs to difclaim any right to 
the crown of England during the life of Eliza- 
beth, and the lives of her pofferity ; if, in failure 
of thefe, ihe were declared next heir by adt of 
parliament h. 

Reafbnable as this propofal might appear to 
Mary, who thereby precluded herfelf from dif- 
turbing Elizabeth’s poffeffion of the throne, no- 

1 thing could be more inconfiftent with Eliza- 
? Keith, 181, &c, 1> Camden, 387. Buch. 329. 
vol. i. a a beth’s 
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beth’s intereft, or more eontradiftory to a pafiion 
which predominated in the charafter of that 
princefs. Notwithftanding all the great qualities 
which threw fuch luftre on her reign, we may 
obferve, that (he was tinctured with a jealoufy of 
her right to the crown, which often betrayed her 
into mean and ungenerous adtions. The pe- 
culiarity of her lituation heightened, no doubt, 
and increafcd, but did not inhife this pailion. It 
defcended to her from Henry VII. her grand- 
father, whom, in feveral features of his charafter, 
Ihe nearly refembled. Like him, fhe fuffered the 
title by which fhe held the crown to remain am- 
biguous and controverted, rather than fubmit 
it to parliamentary difcuffion, or derive any ad- 
dition to her right from fuch authority. Like 
him, fhe obferved every pretender to the fuccef- 
fion, not only with that attention which prudence 
prefcribes, but with that averfion which fufpicion 
infpires. The prefent uncertainty with regard 
to the right of fucceffion operated for Elizabeth's 
advantage, both on her fubjedls and on her rivals. 
Among the former, every lover of his country 
regarded her life as the great fecurity of the na- 
tional tranquillity ; and chofe rather to acknow- 
ledge a title which was dubious, than to fearch 
for one that was unknown. The latter, while 
nothing was decided, were held in dependence, 
and obliged to court her. The manner in which 
Ihe received this ill-timed propofal of the Scottifh 
queen, was no other than might have been ex- 
pedled. She rejected it in a peremptory tone, 
with many expreffions of a refolution never 
to permit a point of fo much delicacy to be 
touched. 

About 
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About this time [Sept, i.] the queen made 

her public entry into Edinburgh with great 
pomp. Nothing was negledled which could 
exprefs the duty and affection of the citizens to- 
wards their fovereign. But, amidft thefe demon- 
llrations of regard, the genius and fentiments of 
the nation dilcovered themfelves in a circum- 
ftance, which, though inconfiderable, ought not 
to be overlooked. As it was the mode of the 
times to exhibit many pageants at every public 
folemnity, molt of thefe, on this occafion, were 
contrived to be reprefentations of the vengeance 
which the Almighty had inflicted upon idola- 
ters ’. Even while they ftudied to amufe and to 
flatter the queen, her iubjects could not refrain 
from teltifying their abhorrence of that religion 
which flie profeffed. 

To reftore the regular adminiftration of juftice, 
and to reform the internal policy of the country, 
became the next objeft of the queen’s care. The 
laws enacted for prefervation of public order, 
and the fecurity of private property, were nearly 
the fame in Scotland as in every other civilized 
country. But the nature of the Scottifh con- 
flitution, the feeblenefs of regal authority, the 
exorbitant power of the nobles, the violence of 
faction, and the fierce manners of the people, 
rendered the execution of thefe laws feeble, ir- 
regular, and partial. In the counties which 
border on England, this defeft was moft ap- 
parent ; and the confequence of it moft fenfibly 
felt. The inhabitants, ftrangers to induftry, 
averfe from labour, and unacquainted with the 
arts of peace, fubfifted chiefly by fpoil and pil- 

i Keith, i8g, 
A A 2 lagej 
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lage ; and, being confederated in fepts or clans, 
committed thefe exceffes not only with impunity, 
but even with honour. During the unfettled 
Hate oi the kingdom from the death of James V. 
this dangerous licence had grown to an unufual 
height ; and the inroads and rapine of thofe free- 
booters were become no lefs intolerable to their 
own countrymen than to the Englifh. To re- 
ftrain and puniih thefe outrages, was an aftion 
equally popular in both kingdoms. The prior of 
St. Andrew’s was the perfon chofen for this im- 
portant fervice, and extraordinary powers, toge- 
ther with the title of the queen's lieutenant, were 
veiled in him for that purpofe. 

Nothing can be more furprifing to men ac- 
cuftomed to regular government, than the prepa- 
rations made on this occaiion. They were fuch 
as might be expected in the rudeil and moil im- 
perfect Hate of fociety. The freeholders of eleven 
feveral counties, with all their followers com- 
pletely armed, were fummoned to afiiil the lieute- 
nant in the difcharge of his office. Every thing 
refembled a military expedition rather than the 
progrefs of a court of juiticek. The prior exe- 
cuted his commiffion with fuch vigour and pru- 
dence, as acquired him a great increafe of re- 
putation and popularity among his countrymen. 
Numbers of the banditti fuffered the puniffiment 
due to their crimes ; and, by the impartial and 
rigorous adminiftration of juilice, order and tran- 
quillity were reftored to that part of the king- 
dom. 

During the abfenee of the prior of St. An- 
drew’s, the leaders of the popilh faftion feem to 

k Keith, 19S. 
have 
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have taken fome fteps towards infinuating them- 
felves into the queen’s favour and confidence 
But the archbifhop of St. Andrew’s, the moft re- 
markable perfon in the party for abilities and 
political addrefs, was received with little favour 
at court; and whatever fecret partiality the queen 
might have towards thofe who profelfed the fame 
religion with herfelf, fhe difcovered no inclination 
at that time to take the adminiftration of affairs 
out of the hands to which fhe had already com- 
mitted it. 

The cold reception of the archbifhop of St. 
Andrew’s was owing to his connexion with the 
houfe of Hamilton ; from which the queen was 
much alienated. The duke of Guife and the car- 
dinal could never forgive the zeal with which the 
duke of Chatelherault and his fon the earl of Ar- 
ran had efpoufed the caufe of the congregation. 
Princes feldom view their fucceffors without jea- 
loufy and diftruft. The prior of St. Andrew’s, 
perhaps, dreaded the duke as a rival in power. 
All thefe caufes concurred in infufing into the 
queen’s mind an averfion for that family. The 
duke, indulging his love of retirement, lived at a 
diftance from court, without taking pains to in- 
finuate himfelf into favour; and though the earl 
of Arran openly afpired to marry the queen, he, 
by a moff unpardonable act of imprudence, was 
the only nobleman of diftinction who oppofed 
Mary’s enjoying the exercife of her religion ; 
and by rafhly entering a public proteftation againft 
it, entirely forfeited her favourln. At the fame 
time, the fordid parfimony of his father obliged 
him either to hide himfelf in fome retirement, 

1 Keith, 203. «" Ibid. 201, 204. Knox, 2S6. 
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or to appear in a manner unbecoming his dignity 
as firft prince of the blood, or his high preten- 
fions as fuitor to the queen n. His love inflamed 
by difappointment, and his impatience exafperated 
by negleft, preyed gradually on his reafon ; and, 
after many extravagancies, broke out at laft in 
ungovernable phrenzy. 

Towards the end of the year, a convention of 
eftates was held [Dec. 20.], chiefly on account 
of ecclefiaftical affairs. The affembly of the 
church, which fat at the fame time, prefented a 
petition, containing many demands with refpeft 
to the fuppreffing of popery, the encouraging 
the proteftant religion, and the providing for the 
maintenance of the clergy0. The lad was a 
matter of great importance, and the fteps taken 
towards it deferve to be traced. 

Though the number of proteftant preachers 
was now confiderably increafed, many more were 
ftill wanted in every corner of the kingdom. No 
legal provifion having been made for them, they 
had hitherto drawn a fcanty and precarious fub- 
fiftence from the benevolence of their people. To 
fuffer the minifters of an eftablifhed church to 
continue in this date of indigence and dependence, 
was an indecency equally repugnant to the prin- 
ciples of religion, and to the maxims of found 
policy ; and would have judified all the imputa- 
tions of avarice with which the Reformation was 
then loaded by its enemies. The revenues of the 
popifh church were the only fund which could 
be employed for their relief; but during the three 
lad years the date of thefe was greatly altered. 
A great majority of abbots, priors, and other 

n Keith, 156. ® Ibid. zio. 
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heads of religious houfes, had, either from a fenfe 
of duty, or from views of intereft, renounced 
the errors of popery ; and, notwithftanding this 
change in their fentiments, they retained their 
ancient revenues. Almoft the whole order of 
bifhops, and feveral of the other dignitaries, ftill 
adhered to the Romifh fuperftition ; and though 
debarred from every fpiritual function, continued 
to enjoy the temporalities of their benefices. 
Some laymen, efpecially thofe who had been 
aftive in promoting the reformation, had, under 
various pretences, and amidil the licence of civil 
wars, got into their hands poffelTions which be- 
longed to the church. Thus, before any part 
of the ancient ecclefiaftical revenues could be ap- 
plied towards the maintenance of the proteftant 
minifters, many different interefts were to be ad- 
jufted ; many claims to be examined, and the 
prejudices and palfions of the two contending 
parties required the application of a delicate 
hand. After much contention, the following 
plan was approved by a majority of voices, and 
acquiefced in even by the popifh clergy them- 
felves. An exaft account of the value of eccle- 
fiaftical benefices throughout the kingdom was 
appointed to be taken. The prefent incumbents, 
to whatever party they adhered, were allowed to 
keep pofleflion : two-thirds of their whole reve- 
nue were referved for their own ufe, the remainder 
was annexed to the crown ; and out of that, the 
queen undertook to affign a fufficient mainte- 
nance for the proteftant clergy P. 

As moft of the biftiops and feveral of the other 
dignitaries were ftill firmly attached to the popilh 

p Keith, Append. 175. Knox, 194. 
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religion, the extirpation of the whole order, ra- 
ther than an aft of fuch extraordinary indulgence, 
might have been expefted from the zeal of the 
preachers, and from the fpirit which had hitherto 
animated the nation. But, on this occaiion, 
other principles obltrufted the operations of fuch 
as were purely religious. Zeal for liberty and 
•the love of wealth, two pafiions extremely op- 
pofite, concurred in determining the proteftant 
leaders to fall in with this plan, which deviated 
fo manifeftly from the maxims by which they 
had hitherto regulated their conduft. 

If the reformers had been allowed to aft with- 
out controul, and to level all diftinftions in the 
church, the great revenues annexed to ecclefiafti- 
cal dignities could not, with any colour of juftice, 
have been retained by thofe in whofe hands they 
now were; but mult either have been diftributed 
among the proteilant clergy, who performed 
all religious offices, or mult have fallen to the 
queen, from the bounty of whofe ancellors the 
greater part of them was originally derived. 
The former fcheme, however fuitable to the re- 
ligious fpirit of many among the people, was 
attended with manifold danger. The popiih ec- 
clefiafiics had acquired a lhare in the national 
property, which far exceeded the proportion that 
was conlillent with the happineis of the king- 
dom ; and the nobles were determined to guard 
againll this evil, by preventing the return of thofe 
poffeffions into the hands of the church. Nor 
was the latter, which expofed the conftitution to 
more imminent hazard, to be avoided with lefs 
care. Even that circumfcribed prerogative which 
the Scottilh kings pofieffed, was the objeft of 

jealoufy 
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jealoufy to the nobles. If they had allowed the 
crown to feize the fpoils of the church, fuch an 
increafe of power muft have followed that accef- 
iion of property, as would have raifed the royal 
authority above controul, and have rendered the 
moft limited prince in Europe the moft abfolute 
and independent. The reign of Henry VIII. 
prefented a recent and alarming example of this 
nature. The wealth which flowed in upon that 
prince, from the fupprefiion of the monafteries, 
not only changed the maxims of his government, 
but the temper of his mind ; and he who had 
formerly fubmitted to his parliaments, and courted 
his people, dictated from that time to the former 
with intolerable infolence, and tyrannized over 
the latter with unprecedented feverity. And if 
his policy had not been extremely fhort-fighted, 
if he had not fquandered what he acquired1 with 
a profufion equal to his rapacioufnefs, and which 
defeated his ambition, he might have eftablifhed 
defpotifm in England, on a bafis fo broad and 
llrong, as all the efforts of the fubje&s would 
never have been able to fhake. In Scotland, 
where the riches of the clergy bore as great a 
proportion to the wealth of the kingdom, the 
acquifition of church lands would have been of 
no lefs importance to the crown, and no lefs fatal 
to the ariftocracy. The nobles, for this reafon, 
guarded againft fuch an increafe of the royal power, 
and thereby fecured their own independence. 

Avarice mingled itfelf with their concern for 
the intereft of their order. The re-uniting the 
poficfiions of the church to the crown, or the be- 
llowing them on the proteftant clergy, would have 
been a fatal blow, both to thofe nobles who had, 

by 
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by fraud or violence, feized part of thefe revenues, 
and to thofe abbots and priors who had totally 
renounced their ecclefiaftical character. But as 
the plan which was propofed, gave fome fanCtion 
to their ufurpation, they promoted it with their 
utmoll influence. The popifh ecclefiaftics, 
though the lopping off a third of their revenues 
was by no means agreeable to them, confented, 
under their prefent circumitance, to facrifice a 
part of their polfeflions, in order to purchafe the 
iecure enjoyment of the remainder; and after 
deeming the whole irrecoverably loft, they con- 
fidered whatever they could retrieve as fo much 
gain. Many of the ancient dignitaries were men 
of noble birth ; and as they no longer entertained 
hopes of reftoring the popiih religion, they wifhed 
their own relations, rather than the crown, or the 
proteftant clergy, to be enriched with the fpoils 
of the church. They connived, for this reafon, 
at the encroachments of the nobles ; they even 
aided their avarice and violence ; they dealt out 
the patrimony of the church among their own 
relations, and by granting feus and perpetual 
leafes of lands and tithes, gave, to the utmoft of 
their power, fome colour of legal pofTeffion to 
what was formerly mere ufurpation. Many vef- 
tiges of fuch alienations ftill remain “b The no- 
bles, with the concurrence of the incumbents, 
daily extended their encroachments, and gradu- 
ally ftripped the ecclefiaftics of their richeft and 
moft valuable poffeffions. Even that third part, 
which was given up in order to filence the cla- 
mours of the proteftant clergy, and to be fome 
equivalent to the crown for its claims, amounted 

q Keith, 507, Spotfw. 175. 
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to no confiderable fum. The thirds due by the 
more powerful nobles, efpecially by fuch as had 
embraced the reformation, were almoft univerfally 
remitted. Others, by producing fraudulent rent- 
als ; by eftimating the corn, and other payments 
in kind, at an undervalue ; and by the connivance 
of collectors, greatly diminifhed the charge againft 
themfelvesr : and the nobles had much reafon to 
be fatisfied with a device which, at fo fmall ex- 
pence, fecured to them fuch valuable poll'eflions. 

Nor were the proteftant clergy confiderable 
gainers by this new regulation ; they found it to 
be a more eafy matter to kindle zeal, than to 
extinguilh avarice. Thofe very men, whom for- 
merly they had fwayed with abfolute authority, 
were now deaf to all their remonilrances. The 
prior of St. Andrew’s, the earl of Argyll, the 
earl of Morton, and Maitland, all the moft zeal- 
ous leaders of the congregation, were appointed 
to afiign, or, as it was called, to modify their Iti- 
pends. An hundred merks Scottifh was the al- 
lowance which their liberality afforded to the 
generality of minifters. To a few three hundred 
merks were granted \ About twenty-four thou- 
fand pounds Scottifh appears to have been the 
whole fum allotted for the maintenance of a na- 
tional church eftablifhed by law, and efteemed 
throughout the kingdom the true church of 
God*. Even this fum was paid with little ex- 
achiefs, and the minifters were kept in the fame 
poverty and dependence as formerly. 

1562.3 The gentlenefs of the queen’s admi- 
niftration, and the elegance of her court, had 

r Keith, Append. 188. Spotfw. 183. 
* Knox, 301. 1 Keith, Append. 188. 
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mitigated, in Come degree, the ferocity of the 
nobles, and accuftomed them to greater mildnefs 
and humanity ; while, at the fame time, her pre- 
fence and authority were a check to their fac- 
tious and tumultuary fpirit. But, as a ftate of 
order and tranquillity was not natural to the feu- 
dal ariftocracy, it could not be of long continu- 
ance ; and this year became remarkable for the 
moft violent eruptions of inteftine difcord and 
animolity. 

Among the great and independent nobility of 
Scotland, a monarch could polfefs little au- 
thority, and exercife no extenfive or rigorous 
jurifdiftion. The interfering of intereft, the un- 
fettled ftate of property, the frequency of public 
commotions, and the fiercenefs of their own man- 
ners, fowed among the great families the feeds of 
many quarrels and contentions. Thefe, as we 
have already obferved, were frequently decided, 
not by law, but by violence. The offended 
baron, without having recourfe to the monarch, 
or acknowledging his fuperior authority, affem- 
bled his own followers, and invaded the lands of 
his rival in an hoftile manner. Together with 
his eftate and honours, every nobleman tranf- 
mitted fome hereditary feud to his pofterity, who 
were bound in honour to' adopt and to profecute 
it with unbated rancour. 

Such a diffenfion had fubfifted between the 
houfe of Hamilton and the earl of Bothwell, and 
was heightened by mutual injuries during the 
late commotions u. The earl of Arran and Both- 
well happening to attend the court at the fame 
time [February], their followers quarrelled 

• Keith *75, 
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frequently in the ftreets of Edinburgh, and ex- 
cited dangerous tumults in that city. At lad, 
the mediation of their friends, particularly of 
Knox, brought about a reconcilement, but an 
unfortunate one to both thefe noblemen *. 

A few days after, Arran came to Knox, and, 
with the utmoft terror and confufion, confeffed, 
firft to him, and then to the prior of St. Andrew’s, 
that, in order to obtain the foie dire&ion of af- 
fairs, Bothwell, and his kinfmen the Hamiltons, 
had confpired to murder the prior, Maitland, and 
the other favourites of the queen. The duke of 
Chatelherault regarded the prior as a rival, who 
had fupplanted him in the queen’s favour, and 
who filled that place at the helm, which he ima- 
gined to be due to himfelf, as firft prince of the 
blood. Bothwell, on account of the perfonal 
injuries which he had received from the prior 
during the hoftile operations of the two contend- 
ing parties, was no lefs exafperated againft him. 
But whether he and the Hamiltons had agreed to 
cement their new alliance with the blood of their 
common enemy, or whether the confpiracy ex- 
ifted only in the frantic and difordered imagina- 
tion of the earl of Arran, it is impoftible, amidft 
the contradiction of hiftorians and the defedfive- 
nefs of records, pofitively to determine. Among 
men inflamed with refentment and impatient for 
revenge, ralh exprefiions might be uttered, and 
violent and criminal expedients propofed ; and on 
that foundation, Arran’s diftempered fancy might 
rear the whole fuperftruCture of a confpiracy. 
All the perfons accufed, denied their guilt with 
the utmoft confidence. But the known charac- 
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ters of men, and the violent fpirit of the age, 
added greatly to the probability of the accuia- 
tion, and abundantly juftify the conduft of the 
queen's minilters, who confined Bothwell, Arran, 
and a few of the ringleaders, in feparate prifons, 
and obliged the duke to furrender the ftrong 
caftle of Dumbarton, which he had held ever fince 
the time of his refigning the office of regent 

The defigns of the earl of Huntly againft the 
prior of St. Andrew’s were deeper laid, and pro- 
duced more memorable and more tragical events. 
George Gordon earl of Huntly, having been one 
of the nobles who confpired againft James III. 
and who raifed his fon James IV. to the throne, 
enjoyed a great (hare in the confidence of that 
generous prince z. By his bounty, great accef- 
iions of wealth and power were added to a fa- 
mily already opulent and powerful. On the death 
of that monarch, Alexander the next earl, being 
appointed lord lieutenant of all the counties be- 
yond Forth, left the other nobles to contend for 
offices at court; and retiring to the north, where 
his eftate and influence lay, refided there in a 
kind of princely independence. The chieftains 
in that part of the kingdom dreaded the growing 
dominion of fuch a dangerous neighbour, but were 
unable to prevent his encroachments. Some of 
his rivals he fecretly undermined, others he fub- 
dued by open force. His eftate far exceeded 
that of any other fubjeft, and his fuperioritks and 
jurifdi&ions extended over many of the northern 
counties. With power and pofleffions fo exten- 
five, under two long and feeble minorities, and 
amidft the fliock of civil commotions, the earls of 

/ Knox, 307, 308. * Crawf. Officers of State, 56. 
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Huntly might have indulged the mod; elevated 
hopes. But happily for the crown, an adlive and 
enterpriiing fpirit was not the charafteriitic of 
that family, and whatever objeft their ambition 
might have in view, they chofe rather to acquire 
it by political addrefs, than to feize it openly and 
by force of arms. 

The conduct of George the prefent earl, during 
the late commotions, had been perfectly fuitable 
to the character of the family in that age, du- 
bious, variable, and crafty. While the fuccefs 
of the lords of the congregation was uncertain, 
he afiiiled the queen regent in her attempts to 
crufh them. When their affairs put on a better 
afpedf, he pretended to join them, but never 
heartily favoured their caufe. He was courted 
and feared by each of the contending parties ; 
both connived at his encroachments in the north; 
and, by artifice and force, which he well knew 
how to employ alternately, and in their proper 
places, he added every day to the exorbitant power 
and wealth which he poffeffedi 

He obferved the growing reputation and au- 
thority of the prior of St. Andrew’s with the 
greatell jealoufy and concern, and confidered him 
as a rival who had engroffed that fhare in the 
queen’s confidence, to which his own zeal for the 
popifh religion feemed to give him a preferable 
title. Perfonal injuries foon increafed the mif- 
underftanding occafioned by rivalfhip in power. 
The queen having determined to reward the fer- 
vices of the prior of St. Andrew’s, by creating 
him an earl, fhe made choice of Mar, as the place 
whence he fhould take his title ; and, that he 
might be better able to fupport his new honour, 
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bellowed upon him at the fame time the lands 
of that name. Thefe were part of the royal 
demefnes % but the earls of Huntly had been per- 
mitted, for feveral years, to keep poffeffion of 
them b. On this occalion [Feb. i.] the earl not 
only complained, with fome reafon, of the lofs 
which he fuftained, but had real caufe to be 
alarmed at the intrufion of a formidable neighbour 
into the heart of his territories, who might be 
able to rival his power, and excite his oppreffed 
vaffals to lhake off his yoke. 

An incident, which happened foon after [June 
27.],increafedand confirmedHuntly’s fufpicions. 
Sir John Gordon, his third fon, and lord Ogilvie, 
had a difpute about the property of an eftate. 
This difpute became a deadly quarrel. They 
happened unfortunately to meet in the flreets of 
Edinburgh, and being both attended with armed 
followers, a feuffle enfued, in which lord Ogilvie 
was dangeroufly wounded by Sir John. The 
magiftrates feized both the offenders, and the 
queen commanded them to be ilridtly confined. 
Under any regular government, fuch a breach of 
public peace and order would expofe the perfon 
offending to certain puniihment. At this time 
fome feverity was neceffary, in order to vindicate 
the queen’s authority from an infult, the mofl 
heinous which had been offered to it fince her re- 
turn into Scotland. But, in an age accullomed 
to licence and anarchy, even this moderate exercife 
of her power, in ordering them to be kept in 
cuflody, was deemed an aft of intolerable rigour ; 
and the friends of each party began to convene 
their vaffals and dependents, in order to overawe, 

* Crawf. Peer. 497. Buch. 334. 
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or to fmftrate the decilions of juftice e. Mean- 
while Gordon made his efcape out of prifon, and 
flying into Aberdeenlhire, complained loudly of 
the indignity with which he had been treated ; 
and as ail the queen’s actions were, at this junc- 
ture, imputed to the earl of Mar, this added not 
a little to the refentment which Huntly had con- 
ceived againft that nobleman. 

At the very time [Auguft] when thefe paf- 
fl.ons fermented, with the utmoft violence, in the 
minds of the earl of Huntly and his family, the 
queen happened to fet out on a progrefs into the 
northern parts of the kingdom. She was at- 
tended by the earls of Mar and Morton, Mait- 
land, and other leaders of that party. The pre- 
fence of the queen, in a country where no name 
greater than the earl of Huntly’s had been heard 
of, and no power fuperior to his had been exer- 
cifed for many years, was an event of itfelf 
abundantly mortifying to that haughty noble- 
man. But while the queen was entirely under 
the direction of Mar, all her actions were more 
apt to be mifreprefented, and conftrued into in- 
juries ; and a thoufand circumftances could not 
hut occur to awaken Huntly’s jealoufy, to offend 
his pride, and to inflame his refentment. Amidll 
the agitations of fo many violent paffions, 1 fome 
irruption was unavoidable. 

On Mary’s arrival in the north, Huntly em- 
ployed his wife, a woman capable of executing 
the commiffion with abundance of dexterity, to 
footh the queen, and to intercede for pardon to 
their fon. But the queen peremptorily required 
that he fhould again deliver himfelf into the hands 
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of juflice, and rely on her clemency. Gordon 
was perfuaded to do fo ; and being enjoined by 
the queen to enter himfelf prifoner in the caftle 
of Stirling, he promifed likewife to obey that 
command. Lord Erfkine, Mar’s uncle, was at 
that time governor of this fort. The queen’s 
feverity, and the place in which (he appointed 
Gordon to be confined, were interpreted to be 
new marks of Mar’s rancour, and augmented the 
hatred of the Gordons againft him. 

Meantime, Sir John Gordon fet out towards 
Stirling [Sept, i.j ; butinllead of performing his 
promife to the queen, made his efcape from his 
guards, and returned to take the command of his 
followers, who were rifing in arms all over the 
north. Thefe were deftined to fecond and improve 
the blow, by which his father propofed, fecretly 
and at once, to cut off Mar, Morton, and Mait- 
land, his principal adverfaries. The time and place 
for perpetrating this horrid deed were frequently 
appointed; but the executing of it was wonder- 
fully prevented, by fome of thofe unforefeen 
accidents, which fo often occur to difconcert 
the fchemes, and to intimidate the hearts, of al- 
faffins d. Huntly’s own houfe at Strathbogie 
was the lad; and moft convenient fcene appointed 
for committing the intended violence. But, on 
her journey thither, the queen heard of young 
Gordon’s flight and rebellion, and refilling, in 
the fir 11 tranfports of her indignation, to enter 
under the father’s roof, by that fortunate expref- 
fion of her refentment faved her minifters from 
unavoidable defiruftion e. 

<1 Keith, 230. e Knox, 318. 
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The ill fuccefs of thefe efforts of private re- 

venge precipitated Huntly into open rebellion. 
As the queen was entirely under the direftion of 
his rivals, it was impoffible to compafs their ruin, 
without violating the allegiance which he owed 
his fovereign. On her arrival at Invernefs, the 
commanding officer in the caftle, by Huntly’s 
orders, fhut the gates againft her. Mary was 
obliged to lodge in the town, which was open 
and defencelefs ; but this too was quickly fur- 
rounded by a multitude of the earl’s followers f. 
The utmoli confternation feized the queen, who 
was attended by a very flender train. She every 
moment expedited the approach of the rebels, and 
fome fhips were already ordered into the river to 
fecure her efcape. The loyalty of the Monroes, 
Frafers, Mackintofhes, and fome neighbouring 
clans, who took arms in her defence, faved her 
from this danger. By their afliftance, fhe even 
forced the caftle to furrender, and inflidted on 
the governor the punifhment which his infolence 
deferved. 

This open aft of difobedience was the occafion 
of a meafure more galling to Huntly than any 
the queen had hitherto taken. Lord Erfkine 
having pretended a right to the earldom of Mar, 
Stewart refigned it in his favour ; and at the fame 
time Mary conferred upon him the title of earl of 
Murray, with the eftate annexed to that dignity, 
which had been in the poffeflion of the earl of 
Huntly fmee the year 1548 s. From this en- 
croachment upon his domains he concluded that 
his family was devoted to deftruftion ; and dread- 
ing to be ftripped gradually of thofe poffeffions 

f Crawf. Officers of State, 87, 88, S Crawf. Peer. 759. 
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■which, in reward of their fervices, the gratitude 
of the crown had beftowed on himfelf or his an- 
ceftors, he no longer difguifed his intentions, but, 
in defiance of the queen’s proclamion, openly 
took arms. Inftead of yielding thofe places of 
ftrength, which Mary required him to furrender, 
his followers difperfed, or cut in pieces, the parties 
which fhe difpatched to take poffeflion of them h; 
and he himfelf advancing with a confiderable body 
of men towards Aberdeen, to which place the 
queen was now returned, filled her fmall court 
with confternation. Murray had only a handful 
of men in whom he could confide h In order to 
form the appearance of an army, he was obliged 
to call in the afiiilance of the neighbouring ba- 
rons ; but as moil of thefe either favoured 
Huntly’s defigns, or flood in awre of his powrer, 
from them no cordial or effectual fervice could 
be expe&ed. 

With thefe troops,however,Murray, who could 
gain nothing by delay, marchedbrifldy towards the 
enemy [O6I.28.J. He found them at Corrichie, 
polled to great advantage; he commanded his 
northern affociates inilantly to begin the attack ; 
but on the firlt motion of the enemy, they trea- 
cheroufly turned their backs ; and Huntly’s 
followers, throwing afide their fpears, and break- 
ing their ranks, drew their fwords, and rulhed 
forward to the purfuit. It was then that Murray 
gave proof, both of Heady courage and of prudent 
conduft. He Hoed immoveable on a riling 
ground, with the fmall but trufty body of his 
adherents, who prefenting their fpears to the 
enemy, received them with a determined refolu- 

h Knox, 3*9. i Keith, 230. 
tion, 
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tion, which they little expefted. The Highland 
broad fword is not a weapon fit to encounter the 
Scottifh fpear. In every civil commotion, the 
fuperiority of the latter has been evident, and 
has always decided the conteft. On this occafion 
the irregular attack of Huntly’s troops was eafily 
repulfed by Murray’s firm battalion. Before they 
recovered from the confufion occafioned by this 
unforefeen refiftance, Murray’s northern troops, 
who had fled fo Ihamefully in the beginning of 
the action, willing to regain their credit with the 
victorious party, fell upon them, and completed 
the rout. Huntly himfelf, who was extremely 
corpulent, was trodden to death in the purfuit. 
His fons, Sir John and Adam, were taken, and 
Murray returned in triumph to Aberdeen with 
his prifoners. 

The trial of men taken in adtual rebellion again!! 
their fovereign was extremely (hort. Three days 
after the battle, Sir John Gordon was beheaded 
at Aberdeen. His brother Adam was pardoned 
on account of his youth. Lord Gordon, who 
had been privy to his father’s defign, was feized 
in the fouth, and upon trial found guilty of trea- 
fon ; but, through the queen’s clemency, the 
punifhment was remitted. The fir!! parliament 
proceeded again!! this great family with the ut- 
mol! rigour of law, and reduced their power and 
fortune to the loweft ebb k. 

As 

k This confpiracy of the earl of Humly is one of the molt 
intricate arid myfterious paffages in the Scottifh hiftory. As 
it was a tranfaition purely domeftic, and in which the Eng- 
lilh were little interefted, few original papers concerning it 
have been found in Cecil’s Collection, the great llorehoufe 

of 
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As the fall of the earl of Huntly is the moft 

important event of this year, it would have been 
improper 

of evidence and information with regard to the affairs of 
this period. 

Buchanan fuppofes Mary to have formed a deffgn about 
this time of deftroying Murray, and of employing the power 
of the earl of Huntly for this purpofe. But his accountof this 
whole tranfadtion appears to be fo void of truth, and even of 
probability, as to deferve no ferious examination. At that 
time Mary wanted power, and feems to have had no inclina- 
tion to commit any a£l of violence upon her brother. 

Two other hypothefes have been advanced, in order to 
explain this matter j but they appear to be equally removed 
from truth. 

I. It cannot well be conceived, that the queen’s journey to 
the north was a fcheme concerted by Murray, in order to 
ruin the earl of Huntly. 1. Huntly had refidedat court al- 
moft ever fince the queen’s return. Keith, 198. Append. 175, 
&c. This was the proper place in which to have feized him. 
To attack him in Aberdeenlhire, the feat of his power, and 
in the midft of his vaflals, was a projedt equally abfurd and 
hazardous. 2. The queen was not accompanied with a body 
of troops, capable of attempting any thing againft Huntly by 
violence t her train was not more numerous than was ulual 
in times of greateft tranquillity. Keith, 230. 3. There re- 
main two original letters with regard to this confpi'.acy ; 
one from Randolph the Englilh relident, and another from 
Maitland, both diredled to Cecil. They talk of Huntly’s 
meafures as notoriouffy treafonable. Randolph mentions his 
repeated attempts to aflaffinate Murray, &c. No hint is given 
of any previous refolution formed by Mary’s minifters, to 
ruin Huntly and his family. Had any fuch deftgn ever ex- 
ifted, it was Randolph’s duty to have difeoveeed it 5 nor 
would Maitland have laboured to conceal it from the Englilh 
fecretary. Keith, 229. 232. 

II. To fuppofe that the earl of Huntly had laid any plan 
for feizing the queen and her miniffers, feems to be no Ids 
improbable. I. On the queen’s arrival in the north, he la- 
boured, in good earnell, to gain her favour, and to obtain a 
pardon for his Ion. Knox, 318. 2. He met the queen, hrft 
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improper to interrupt the narrative by taking no- 
tice of leffer tranfactions, which may now be 
related with equal propriety. 

In the beginning of fummer, Mary, who was 
defirous of entering into a more intimate corre- 
fpondence and familiarity with Elizabeth, em- 
ployed Maitland to defire a perfonal interview 
with her fomewhere in the north of England. 
As this propofal could not be rejected with de- 
cency, the time, the place, and the circumftances 
of the meeting, were inftantly agreed upon. 
But Elizabeth was prudent enough not to ad- 
mit into her kingdom a rival wdio outlhone her- 
felf fo far in beauty and gracefulnefs of perfon ; 
and who excelled fo eminently in all the arts 
of infmuation and addrefs. Under pretence of 
being confined to London, by the attention which 
Ihe was obliged to give to the civil wars in France, 
Ihe put off the interview for that feafon1, and 
prevented her fubjedfs from feeing the Scottifh 

at Aberdeen, and then at Rothemay, whither he would not 
have ventured to come, had he harboured any fuch treafon- 
able refolution. Knox, 318. 3. His conduit was irrefolute 
and wavering, like that of a man difconcerted by an unfore- 
feen danger, notlikeone executing a concerted plan. 4. The 
raoft conliderable perfans of his clan fubmitted to the queen, 
and found furety to obey her commands. Keith, 226. 
Had the earl been previoudy determined to rife in arms againft 
the queen, or to feize her minifters, it is probable he would 
have imparted it to his principal followers, nor would they 
have deferred him in this manner. 

For thefe reafons, I have, on the one hand, vindicated the 
earl of Murray from any deliberate intention of ruining the 
family of Gordon ; and, on the other hand, I have imputed 
the violent conduft of the earl of Huntly to a fudden ftart 
of refentment, without charging him_with any premeditated 
purpofe of rebellion, 

1 Keith, 216. 
queen, 
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queen, the charms of whofe appearance and beha- 
viour fhe envied, and had fome reafon to dread. 

During this year, the affembly of the church 
met twice [June 2, Dec. 25.]. In both thefe 
were exhibited many complaints of the poverty 
and dependence of the church ; and many mur- 
murs againft the negligence or avarice of thofe 
who had been appointed to colled! and to dif- 
tribute the fmall fund, appropriated for the 
maintenance of the preachers1". A petition, 
craving redrefs of their grievances, was prefented 
to the queen ; but without any effett. There 
was no reafon to expect that Mary would dif- 
cover any forwardnefs to grant the requell of fuch 
fupplicants. As her minifters, though all moll 
zealous protellants, were themfelves growing rich 
on the inheritance of the church, they were 
equally regardlefs of the indigence and demands 
of their brethren. 

i5<53*] Mary had now continued above two 
years in a Hate of widowhood. Her gentle ad- 
iniuillration had fecured the hearts of her fub- 
jedls, who were impatient for her marriage, and 
wilhed the crown to defeend in the right line from 
their ancient monarchs. She herfelf was the moil 
amiable woman of the age, and the fame of her 
accomplilhmcnts, together with the favourable 
circumllance of her having one kingdom already 
in her polTeffion, and the profpecl of mounting 
the throne of another, prompted many different 
princes to folicit an alliance fo illullrious. Scot- 
land, by its lituation, threw fo much weight and 
power into whatever fcale it fell, that all Eu- 
rope waited with folicitude for Mary’s deter- 

i" Knox, jii. 323. 
mination; 
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mination ; and no event in that age excited 
ftronger political fears and jealoufies ; none in- 
terefted more deeply the paffions of feveral 
princes, or gave rife to more contradidfory in- 
trigues, than the marriage of the Scottifh queen. 

The princes of the houfe of Auftria remembered 
what vaft projedts the French had founded on 
their former alliance with the queen of Scots ; 
and though the unexpedfed death, firft of Henry 
and then of Francis, had hindered thefe from 
taking effedf, yet if Mary fhould again make 
choice of a hulband among the French princes, 
the fame defigns might be revived, and profecuted 
with better fuccefs. 

In order to prevent this, the emperor entered 
into a negotiation with the cardinal of Lorrain, 
who had propofed to marry the Scottilh queen 
to the archduke Charles, Ferdinand’s third fon. 
The matter was communicated to Mary ; and 
Melvil, who at that time attended the elector 
palatine, was commanded to inquire into the cha- 
radter and fituation of the archduke n. 

Philip II.though no lefs apprehenfive ofMary’s 
falling once more into the hands of France, en- 
vied his uncle Ferdinand the acquifition of fo 
important a prize ; and as his own infatiable am- 
bition grafped at all the kingdoms of Europe, he 
employed his ambaffador at the French court to 
folicit the princes of Lorrain in behalf of his fon 
Don Carlos, at that time the heir of all the ex- 
tenfive dominions which belonged to the Spanidt 
monarchy °. 

n Melv. 63. 65. Keith, 239. See Append. No. Vlf, 
0 Cafteln. 461. Addit, a Labour. 501. 503. 
\rOL. i. c c Catherine 
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Catherine of Medicis, on the other hand, 

dreaded the marriage of the Scottifh queen with 
any of the Auftrian princes, which would have 
added fo much to the power and preteniions of 
that ambitious race. Her jealoufy of the princes 
of Lorrain rendered her no lefs averfe from an 
alliance which, by fecuring to them the protection 
of the emperor or king of Spain, would give new 
boldnefs to their enterprifing fpirit, and enable 
them to fet the power of the crown, which they 
already rivalled, at open defiance : and as Ihe was 
afraid that thefe fplendid propofals of the Aultrian 
family would dazzle the young queen, the in- 
itantly difpatched Caftelnau into Scotland, to 
offer her in marriage the duke of Anjou, the 
brother of her former hufband, who foon after 
mounted the throne of France P. 

Mary attentively -weighed the pretenfions of fo 
many rivals The archduke had little to re- 
commend him, but his high birth. The example 
of Henry VIII. was a warning againft contracting 
a marriage with the brother of her former huf- 
band ; and file could not bear the thoughts of 
appearing in France, in a rank inferior to that 
which (he had formerly held in that kingdom. 
She liftened, therefore, with partiality to the 
Spanifh propofitions, and the profpeCt of fuch 
vail power and dominions flattered the ambition 
of a young and afpiring princefs. 

Three leveral circumitances, however, con- 
curred to divert Mary from any thoughts of a 
foreign alliance. 

The firfl: of thefe was the murder of her uncle 
the duke of Guife. The violence and ambition 

P Cailelnau, 461. 
of 
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of that nobleman had involved his country in a 
civil war ; which was conducted with furious 
animofity and various fuccefs. At laft the duke 
laid iiege to Orleans, the bulwark of the proteft- 
ant caufe ; and he had reduced that city to the 
la It extremity, when he was aflaffinated by the 
frantic zeal of Poltrot. This blow proved fatal 
to the queen of Scots. The young duke was a 
minor; and the cardinal of Lorrain, though fubtle 
and intriguing, wanted that undaunted and en- 
terpriiing courage, which rendered the ambition 
of his brother fo formidable. Catherine, inftead of 
encouraging the ambition, or furthering the pre- 
tentions of her daughter-in-law, took pleafure 
in mortifying the one, and in difappointing 
the other. In this fituation, and without fuch a 
proteftor, it became necelfary for Mary to con- 
tract her views, and to proceed with caution ; 
and whatever profpeft of advantage might allure 
her, (he could venture upon no dangerous or 
doubtful meafure. 

The fecond circumftance which weighed with 
Mary, was the opinion of the queen of England. 
The marriage of the Scottiih queen interelled 
Elizabeth more deeply than any other prince ; 
and (lie obferved all her deliberations concerning 
it with the moll anxious attention. She herfelf 
feems early to have formed a refolution of living 
unmarried, and (lie difcovered no fmall inclination 
to impoie the fame law on the queen of Scots. 
She had already experienced what ufe might be 
made of Mary’s power and pretenfions to invade 
her dominions, and to dilturb her polfefiion of 
the crown. The death of Francis II. had hap- 
pily delivered her from this danger, which (he 

c c 2 deter- 
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determined to guard againft for the future with 
the utmoft care. As the reftlefs ambition of the 
Auftrian princes, the avowed and bigoted patrons 
of the catholic fuperftition, made her, in a par- 
ticular manner, dread their neighbourhood, fhe 
inllrufted Randolph to remonftrate, in the ftrong- 
eft terms, againft any alliance with them ; and to 
acquaint Mary, that as fhe herfelf would con- 
ftder fuch a match to be a breach of the perfonal 
friendfttip in which they were fo happily united ; 
fo the Englifh nation would regard it as the dif- 
folution of that confederacy which now fubfifted 
between the two kingdoms: that, in order to 
preferve their own religion and liberties, they 
would, in all probability, take fome ftep preju- 
dicial to her right of fucceffion, which, as fhe 
well knew, they neither wanted power nor pre- 
tences to invalidate and fet afide. This threaten- 
ing was accompanied with a promife, but ex- 
preffed in very ambiguous terms, that if Mary’s 
choice of a hufband fhould prove agreeable to 
the Englifh nation, Elizabeth would appoint 
proper perfons to examine her title to the fuc- 
ceffion, and, if well founded, command it to be 
publicly recognifed. She obferved, however, a 
myfterious filence concerning the perfon on whom 
fhe wiffied the choice of the Scottifh queen to 
fall. The revealing of this fecret was referved for 
fome future negotiation. Meanwhile fhe threw out 
fome obfcure hints, that a native of Britain, orone 
not of princely rank, would be herfafeft and moft 
inoffenfive choice1). An advice offered with fuch 
an air of fuperiority and command mortified, no 
doubt, the pride of the Scottifh queen. But, 

1 Keith, 245. 
under 
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under her prefent circumftances, fhe was obliged 
to bear this indignity. Deftitute of all foreign 
affillance, and intent upon the Englifh fucceflion, 
the great objeft of her wifhes and ambition, it 
became neceffary to court a rival, whom, without 
manifell imprudence, fhe could not venture to 
offend. c* 

The inclination of her own fubjects was an- 
other, and not the leaft confiderable circum- 
flance which called for Mary’s attention at this 
conjuncture. They had been taught, by the 
fatal experience of her former marriage, to dread 
an union with any great prince, whofe power 
might be employed to opprefs their religion and 
liberties. They trembled at the thoughts of a 
match with a foreigner; and if the crown 
fhould be ftrengthened by new dominions or alli- 
ances, they forefaw that the royal prerogative 
would foon be ftretched beyond its ancient and 
legal limits. Their eagernefs to prevent this 
could hardly fail of throwing them once more 
into the arms of England. Elizabeth would be 
ready to afford them her aid towards obftrufting 
a meafure fo difagreeable to herfelf. It was eafy 
for them to feize the perfon of the fovereign. 
By the afliftance of the Englifh fleet, they could 
render it difficult for any foreign prince to land 
in Scotland. The Roman catholics, now an in- 
confiderable party in the kingdom, and difpirited 
by the lofs of the earl of Huntly, could give no 
obftruftion to their defigns. To what violent 
extremes the national abhorrence of a foreign 
yoke might have been carried, is manifeft from 
what flie had already feen and experienced, 

c c 3 For 



294 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. F. III. 
For thefe reafons Mary laid afide, at that time, 

all thoughts of foreign alliance, and feemed will- 
ing to facrifice her own ambition, in order to re- 
move the jealoufies of Elizabeth, and to quiet 
the fears of her own fubjects. 

The parliament met this year [May 26] for 
the firft time fmce the queen’s return into Scot- 
land. Mary’s adminiftration had hitherto been 
extremely popular. Her minillers poflelfed the 
confidence of the nation ; and by confequence, 
the proceedings of that affembly were conducted 
with perfect unanimity. The grant of the earl- 
dom of Murray to the prior of St. Andrew’s was 
confirmed : the earl of Huntly, and feveral of 
his vafials and dependants, were attainted : the 
attainder againft Kirkaldy of Grange, and feme 
of his accomplices in the murder of cardinal 
Beatoun, was reverfedr: the aft of oblivion, 
mentioned in the treaty of Edinburgh, received 
the royal fanftion. But Mary, who had de- 
termined never to ratify that treaty, took care 
that this fanftion fhould not be deemed any ac- 
knowledgment of its validity ; file granted her 
confent merely in condefcenfion to the lords in 
parliament, who, on their knees, befought her 
to allay the jealoufies and apprehenfions of her 
fubjefts, by fuch a gracious laws. 

No attempt was made, in this parliament, to 
procure the queen’s affent to the laws eftablifh- 
ing the proteftant religion. Her minifters, 
though zealous proteilants themfelves, were 
aware that this could not be urged without ma- 
nifell; danger and imprudence. She had con- 

r Knox, 330. sParl. 9. Q^Mary, c. 67. Spotfw. 18S. 
fented. 
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fented, through their influence, to tolerate and 
protect the reformed doftrine. They had even 
prevailed on her to imprifon and profecute the 
archbifliop of St. Andrew’s, and prior of Whit- 
horn, for celebrating mafs contrary to her pro- 
clamation *. Mary, however, was ftill pafiionate- 
ly devoted to the Romirti church ; and though, 
from political motives, fhe had granted a tempo- 
rary proteftion of opinions which fhe difapproved, 
there were no grounds to hope that (he would 
agree to eftabliih them for perpetuity. The mo- 
deration of thofe who profefled it, was the beft 
method for reconciling the queen to the proteft- 
ant religion. Time might abate her bigotry. 
Her prejudices might wear off gradually, and at 
laft fhe might yield to the wiflies of her people, 
what their importunity or their violence could ne- 
ver have extorted. Many laws of importance 
were to be pnpofed in parliament; and to defeat 
all thefe, by fuch a fruitlefs and ill-timed applica- 
tion to the queen, would have been equally in- 
jurious to individuals, and detrimental to the 
public. 

The zeal of the proteftant clergy was deaf to 
all thefe confiderations of prudence or policy. 
Eager and impatient, it brooked no delay: fevere 
and inflexible, it would condefcend to no com- 
pliances. The leading men of that order infilled, 
that this opportunity of eftablilhing religion by 
law, was not to be neglefted. They pronounced 
the moderation of the courtiers, apoftacy ; and 
their endeavours to gain the queen, they reckon- 
ed criminal and fervile. Knox folemnly renounced 

^ Keith, 235. 
the 
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the fnenrlfhip of the earl of Murray as a man de- 
voted to Mary, and fo blindly zealous for her fer- 
vice, as to become regardlefs of thofe objedts 
which he had hitherto elteemed moft facred. 
This rupture, which is a ftrong proof of Murray’s 
fincere attachment to the queen at that period, 
continued above a year and a half". 

The preachers being difappointed by the men 
in whom they placed the greateft confidence, 
gave vent to their indignation in their pulpits. 
Thefe echoed more loudly than ever, with de- 
clarations againft idolatry ; with difmal preiages 
concerning the queen’s marriage wfith a foreign- 
er ; and with bitter reproaches again it thofe who, 
from interefted motives, had deferted that caufe 
which they once reckoned it their honour to fup- 
port. The people, inflamed by fuch vehement 
declamations, which were dictated by a zeal more 
fincere than prudent, proceeded to rafh and tin- 
juitifiable acts of violence [Auguit]. During 
the queen’s abfence, on. a progrefs into the 'well, 
mafs continued to be celebrated in her chapel at 
Holyrood-houfe. The multitude of thofe who 
openly reforted thither, gave great offence to the 
citizens of Edinburgh, who, being free from the 
reilraint which the royal prefence impofed, af- 
fembled in a riotous manner, interrupted the fer- 
vice, and filled fuch as were prefent with the ut- 
moit conilernation. Two of the ringleaders in 
this tumult were feized, and a day appointed for 
their trialx. 

Knox, who deemed the zeal of thefe perfons 
laudable, and their conduct meritorious, coniidcr- 

u Knox, 331. * Ibid. 335» 
ed 
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ed them as fufferers in a good caufe ; and in order 
to fcreen them from danger, he iffued circular let- 
ters [Odt. 8], requiring all who profeil'ed the true 
religion, or were concerned for the prefervation of 
it, to affemble at Edinburgh on the day of trial, 
that by their prefence they might comfort and 
aflifl their diftreffed brethren *. One of thefe let- 
ters fell into the queen’s hands. To affemble the 
fubjefts without the authority of the fovereign, 
was conftrued to be treafon, and a refolution was 
taken to profecute Knox for that crime, before 
the privy council [Dec. 15]. Happily for him, 
his judges were not only zealous proteftants, but 
the very men who, during the late commotions,had 
openlyrefiftedandfet at defiance thequeen’sautho- 
rity. Itwasunderprecedents, drawn from theirown 
conduft, that Knox endeavoured to fhelter him- 
felf. Nor would it have been an eafy matter for 
thefe counlellors to have found out a diflinftion, 
by which they could cenfure him, without con- 
demning themfelves. After a long hearing, to 
the aftonifhment of Lethington and the other 
courtiers z, he was unanimoufly acquitted. Sin- 
clair bilhop of Rofs, and prefident of the court 
of feflion, a zealous papift, heartily concurred 
with the other counfellors in this decifiona; a 
remarkable fact, which fhows the unfettled ftate 
of government in that age ; the low condition to 
which regal authority was then funk ; and the 
impunity with which fubjefts might invade thofe 

! rights of the crown which are now held facred. 
1564.] The marriage of the Scottifh queen con- 

tinued llillto be the objedt of attentionand intrigue. 

y Knox, 336. * Calderw. MS. Hift. i. 832. 
» Knox, 343. 
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Though Elizabeth, even while fhe wiihed to di- 
reft Mary, treated her with a difguftful referve ; 
though fhe kept her, -without neceffity, in a ftate 
of fufpenfe ; and hinted often at the perfon whom 
fhe deftined to be her hufband, without direftly 
mentioning his name ; yet Mary framed all her 
actions to exprefs fuch a prudent refpeft for the 
Englilh queen, that foreign princes began to ima- 
gine fhe had given herfelf up implicitly to her di- 
rectionb. The profpeft of this union alarmed 
Catherine of Medicis. Though Catherine had 
taken pleafure all along in doing ill offices to the 
queen of Scots ; though, foon after the duke of 
Guife’s death, (lie had put upon her a moft mor- 
tifying indignity, by flopping the payment of 
her dowry, by depriving her fubjetl the duke of 
Chatelherault of his penfion, and by bellowing 
the command of the Scottifh guards on a French- 
man c ; fhe refolved, however, to prevent this dan- 
gerous conjundlion of the Britifh queens. For 
this purpofe fhe now employed all her art to ap- 
peafe Maryd, to whom fhe had given fo many 
caufes of offence. The arrears of her dowry were 
inflantly paid; more punctual remittances were 
promifed for the future ; and offers made, not 
only to reftore, but to extend the privileges of the 
Scottifh nation in France. It was eafy for Mary 
to penetrate into the motives of this fudden 
change ; ffie well knew the charafter of her mo- 
ther-in-law, and laid little flrefs upon profeffions 
of friendfhip which came from a princefs of fuch 
a falfe and unfeeling heart. 

The negotiation with England relative to the 
marriage, fuffered no interruption from this ap- 

’J Keith, 24S. * Ibid. 244.. d See Append. No. VIII- 
plication 
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plication of the French queen. As Mary, in com- 
pliance with the wilhes of her fubjefts, and prelfed 
by the ftrongeft motives of intereft, determined 
fpeedily to marry, Elizabeth was obliged to break 
that unaccountable filence which fhe had hitherto 
affected. The fecret was difclofed [March,] and 
her favourite lord Robert Dudley, afterwards earl 
of Leicefter, was declared to be the happy man 
whom (he had chofen to be the hufband of a 
queen courted by fo many princes e. 

Elizabeth’s wifdom and penetration were re- 
markable in the choice of her minifters; in dif- 
tinguifhing her favourites, thofe great qualities 
were lefs confpicuous. She was influenced in two 
cafes fo oppofite, by merit of very different kinds. 
Their capacity for bufmefs, their knowledge, their 
prudence, were the talents to which alone fhe at- 
tended in chufing her minifters ; whereas beauty 
and gracefulnefs of perfon, polifhed manners, and 
courtly addrefs, were the accomplifhments on 
which flie bellowed her favour. She adled in the 
one cafe with the wifdom of a queen, in the other 
fhe difcovered the weaknefs of a woman. To 
this Leicefter owed his grandeur. Though re- 
markable neither for eminence in virtue nor fu- 
periority of abilities, the queen’s partiality dif- 
tinguifhed him on every occafion. She railed him 
to the higheft honours, fhe bellowed on him the 
moft important employments, and manifefted an 
affection fo difproportionate to his merit, that, 
in the opinion of that age, it could be accounted 
for only by the power of planetary influence f. 

The high fpirit of the Scottifh queen could 
not well bear the firft overture of a match with a 

c Keith, 251. f Camden, 549. 
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fubjeft. Her own Tank, the fplendour of her 
former marriage, and the folicitations at this time- 
of fo many powerful princes, crowded into her 
thoughts, and made her fenfibly-feel how hum- 
bling and difrefpe&ful Elizabeth’s propofal was. 
She dilfembled, however, with the Engliih reii- 
dent; and though fhe declared, in ftrong terms, 
what a degradation fhe would deem this alliance, 
which brought along with it no advantage that 
could juftify fuch neglect of her own dignity, fhe 
mentioned the earl of Leicefter, notwithflanding, 
in terms full of refpedt £. 

Elizabeth, we may prefume, did not wifh that 
the propofal fhould be received in any other 
manner. After the extraordinary marks fhe had 
given of her own attachment to Leicefter, and 
while he was ftill in the very height of favour, it 
is not probable fhe could think ferioufly of 
bellowing him upon another. It was not her 
aim to perfuade, but only to amufe Mary h. Al- 
moft three years were elapfed fince her return in- 
to Scotland; and though folicited by her fub- 
jefts, and courted by the greateft princes in Eu- 
rope, fhe had hitherto been prevented from mar- 
rying, chiefly by the artifices of Elizabeth. If 
at this time the Englifh queen could have engaged 
Mary to liften to her propofal in favour of Lei- 
cefter, her power over this creature of her own 
would have enabled her to protract the negotia- 
tion at pleafure ; and by keeping her rival unmar- 
ried, fhe would have rendered the profpect of her 
fugcdlion lefs acceptable to the Englifh. 

Leicefler’s own fituation was extremely delicate 
^nd embarrafling. To gain pofleflion of the moft 

g Keith, *52. h Melv. 104, 105. 
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amiable woman of the age, to carry away this 
prize from fo many contending princes, to mount 
the throne of an ancient kingdom, might have 
flattered the ambition of a fubjeft much more con- 
flderable than him. He faw all thefe advantages, 
no doubt; and, in fecret, they made their full 
impreflion on him. But, without oflending Eli- 
zabeth, he durft not venture on the mofl diftant 
difcovery of his fentiments, or take any ftep to- 
wards facilitating his acquifition of objefts fo 
worthy of defire. 

On the other hand, Elizabeth’s partiality to- 
wards him, which Ihe was at no pains to conceal 
might infpire him with hopes of attaining the fu- 
preme rank in a kingdom more illuitrious than 
Scotland. Elizabeth had often declared that no- 
thing but her refolution to lead a Angle life, and 
his being born her own fubject, would have hin- 
dered her from chufing the earl of Leicefler for 
a hufband. Such coniiderations of prudence are, 
however, often furmounted by love; and Lei- 
cefter might flatter himfelf, that the violence of 
her affection would at length triumph both over 
the maxims of policy and the fcruples of pride. 
Thefe hopes induced him, now and then, to con- 
clude the propofal of his marriage with the Scot- 
tifh queen to be a project for his deftruciion ; 
and he imputed it to the malice of Cecil, who, 
under the Ipecious pretence of doing him honour, 
intended to ruin him in the good opinion both of 
Elizabeth and Mary k. 

A treaty of marriage, propofed by one queen, 
who dreaded its fuccefs ; liftened to by another. 

i Melv. 93, 94. 
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who was fecretly determined againft it; and 
fcarcely defired by the man himfelf, whofe inte- 
reft and reputation it was calculated, in appear- 
ance, to promote; could not, under fo many 
unfavourable circumftances, be brought to a for- 
tunate iffue. Both Elizabeth and Mary conti- 
nued, however, to aft with equal diflimulation. 
The former, notwithftanding her fears of lofing 
Leicefter, folicited warmly in his behalf. The 
latter, though fhe began about this time to call 
her eyes upon another fubjeft of England, did 
not at once venture finally to rejeft Elizabeth’s 
favourite. 

The perfon towards whom Mary began to 
turn her thoughts, was Henry Stewart lord 
Darnly, eldeft fon of the earl of Lennox. That 
nobleman, having been driven out of Scotland 
under the regency of the duke of Chatelherault, 
had lived in banilhment for twenty years. His 
wife, lady Margaret Douglas, was Mary’s moll 
dangerous rival in her claim upon the Englilh 
fucceffion. She was the daughter of Margaret, 
the eldeft filler of Henry VIII. by the earl of 
Angus, whom that queen married after the death 
of her hulhand James IV. In that age, the right 
and order of fucceffion were not fettled with the 
fame accuracy as at prefent. Time, and the de- 
cifion of almoft every cafe that can poffibly 
happen, have at laft introduced certainty into 
a matter, which naturally is fubjeft to all the va- 
riety arifing from the caprice of lawyers, guided 
by obfcure, and often imaginary analogies. The 
countefs of Lennox, though born of a fecond 
marriage, was one degree nearer the royal blood 
of England than Mary, She was the daughter, 

Mary 
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Mary only the grand-daughter, of Margaret. 
This was not the only advantage over Mary 
which the countefs of Lennox enjoyed. She was 
born in England, and by a maxim of law in that 
country with regard to private inheritances, 
“ whoever is not born in England, or at leaft of 
parents who, at the time of his birth, were in the 
obedience of the king of England, cannot enjoy 
any inheritance in the kingdom1.” This maxim. 
Hales, an Engliih lawyer, produced in a treatife 
which he publiihed at this time, and endeavoured 
to apply it to the right of fucceffion to the 
crown. In a private caufe, thefe pretexts might 
have given rife to a long and doubtful litigation ; 
where a crown was at ftake, fuch nice difputes 
and fubtilties were to be avoided with the utmoft 
care. If Darnly ihould happen to contradl an 
alliance with any of the powerful families in 
England, or fliould publicly profefs the proteft- 
ant religion, thefe plaulible and popular topics 
might be fo urged, as to prove fatal to the pre- 
tenfions of a foreigner and of a papift. 

Mary was aware of all this ; and, in order to 
prevent any danger from that quarter, had early 
endeavoured to cultivate a friendly correfpond- 
ence with the family of Lennox. In the year 
one thoufand five hundred and iixty-two m, both 
the earl and the lady Margaret were taken into 
cuftody by Elizabeth’s orders, on account of 
their holding a fecret correfpondence with the 
Scottifh queen. 

From the time that. Mary became fenfible of 
the difiiculties which would attend her marrying 

1 Cane, Hift. of Eng. vol. iii. 422, 
D D 3 
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a foreign prince, fhe entered into a ftill clofer 
connexion with the earl of Lennox n, and invited 
him to return into Scotland. This die endea- 
voured to conceal from Elizabeth; but a tranf- 
adlion of fo much importance did not efcape the 
notice of that difcerning princefs. She obferved, 
but did not interrupt it. Nothing could fall in 
more perfectly with her views concerning Scot- 
tifh affairs. She was pleafed to fee the pride of 
the Scottifli queen Hoop at laft to the thoughts 
of taking a fubjedt to her bed. Darnly was in 
no fituation to excite her jealoufy or her fears. 
His father’s eftate lay in England, and by means 
of this pledge die hoped to keep the negotiation 
entirely in her own hands, to play the fame game 
of artifice and delay which die had planned out, 
if her recommendation of Leiceffer had been 
more favourably received. 

As before the union of the two crowns, no 
fubjedt of one kingdom could pafs into the other 
without the permiflion of both fovereigns; no 
fooner did Lennox, under pretence of prolecuting 
his wife’s claim upon the earldom of Angus, ap- 
ply to Elizabeth for her licence to go into Scot- 
land, than he obtained it. Together with it, die 
gave him letters, warmly recommending his per- 
fon and caufe to Mary’s frienddiip and protec- 
tion0. But at the fame time, as it was her man- 
ner to involve all her tranfadtions with regard to 
Scotland in fome degree of perplexity and con- 
tradidtion; die warned Mary, that this indul- 
gence of Lennox might prove fatal to herfelf, as 
his return could not fail of reviving the ancient 

0 Camd. 396. 0 Keith, 235. 268. 
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animofity between him and the houfe of Ha- 
milton. 

This admonition gave umbrage to Mary, and 
drew from her an angry reply, which occafioned 
for fome time a total interruption of all corre- 
fpondence between the two queens p. Mary was 
not a little alarmed at this ; file both dreaded the 
effefts of Elizabeth’s refentment, and felt fenfibly 
the difadvantage of being excluded from a free in- 
tercourfe with England, where her ambaffadors 
had all along carried on, with fome fuccefs, fecret 
negotiations, which increafed the number of her 
•partifans, and paved her way towards the throne. 
In order to remove the caufes of the prefent dif- 
ficulty, Melvil was fent exprefs to the court of 
England. He found it no difficult matter to 
bring about a reconcilement; and foon re-eftablifh- 
ed the appearance, but not the confidence of 
friendfhip, which was all that had fubfifted for 
fome time between the two queens. 

During this negotiation, Elizabeth’s profef- 
fions of love to Mary, and Melvil’s replies in the 
name of his miflrefs, were made in the language 
of the warmeft and moft cordial friendfhip. But 
what Melvil truly obferves with refpect to Eli- 
zabeth, may be extended, without injuilice, to 
both queens. “ There was neither plain dealing, 
nor upright meaning, but great diffimulation, 
envy, and fear?.” 

Lennox, however, in confequence of the li- 
cence which he had obtained, fet out for Scot- 
land, and was received by the queen, not only 
with the refpect due to a nobleman fo nearly ah 

r Keith, z53. Melv, 83. 
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lied to the royal family, but treated with a dif- 
tinguiihed familiarity, which could not fail of in- 
fpiring him with more elevated hopes. The ru- 
mour of his fon’s marriage to the queen began to 
fpread over the kingdom; and the eyes of all Scot- 
land were turned upon him as the father of their 
future mailer. The duke of Chatelherault was the 
firlt to take the alarm. He confidered Lennox as 
the ancient and hereditary enemy of the houfe of 
Hamilton ; and, in his grandeur, faw the ruin 
of himfelf and his friends. But the queen inter- 
pofed her authority to prevent any violent rap- 
ture, and employed all her influence to bring 
about an accommodation of the differencesr. 

The powerful family of Douglas no lefs dread- 
ed Lennox’s return, from an apprehenfion that he 
would wrelt the earldom of Angus out of their 
hands. But the queen, who well knew how dan- 
gerous it would be to irritate Morton, and other 
great men of that name, prevailed on Lennox to 
purchafe their friendfhip, by allowing his lady’s 
claim upon the earldom of Angus to drops. 

After thefe preliminary Heps, Mary ventured 
to call a meeting of parliament [December^. 
The aft of forfeiture pafled againft Lennox in 
the year one thoufand five hundred and forty- 
five was repealed, and he was publicly reltored 
to the honours and ellate of his anceftorsc. 

June 25.J The ecclefiaftical tranfaftions of 
this year were not confiderable. In the affemblies 
of the church [Dec. 25], the fame complaints 
of the increafe of idolatry, the fame reprefenta- 

1 Keith, 259. s Ibid. 26S. Note (£). 
* bee Append. No. IX. 
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tions concerning the poverty of the clergy, were 
renewed. The reply which the queen made to 
thefe, and her promifes of redrefs, were more 
fatisfying to the proteftants than any they had 
hitherto obtained11. But, notwithilanding her 
declarations in their favour, they could not help 
harbouring many fufpicions concerning Mary’s 
defigns againft their religion. She had never 
once confented to hear any preacher of the re- 
formed dottrine. She had abated nothing of 
her bigoted attachment to the Romiih faith. 
The genius of that fuperftition, averfe at all 
times from toleration, was in that age fierce and 
unrelenting. Mary had given her friends on the 
continent repeated affurances of her refolution to 
re-eftabliih the Catholic church x. She had in- 
duftrioufly avoided every oportunity of ratifying 
the a£ts of parliament one thoufand five hundred 
and fixty, in favour of the Reformation. Even 
the proteftion which, ever fince her return, {he 
had afforded the proteftant religion, was merely 
temporary, and declared, by her own proclama- 
tion, to be of force only “ till {he fhould take 
fome final order in the matter of religion F.” The 
vigilant zeal of the preachers was inattentive to 
none of thefe circumftances. The coldnefs of 
their principal leaders, who were at this time en- 
tirely devoted to the court, added to their jea- 
loufies and fears. Thefe they uttered to the 
people, in language which they deemed fuitable 
to the necefiity of the times, and which the 
queen reckoned difrefpeftful and infolent. In a 

n Keith, 533. 539. x Carte, vol. iii. 415. 
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meeting of the general aflembly, Maitland pub- 
licly accufed Knox of teaching feditious doftrine, 
concerning the right of fubjefts to refill thofe 
fovereigns who trefpafs againft the duty which 
they owe to the people. Knox was not backward 
to juftify what he had taught : and upon this 
general doftrine of relillance, fo juft in its own 
nature, but fo delicate in its application to 
particular cafes, there enfued a debate, which 
admirably dilplays the talents and charadler of 
both the difputants; the acutenefs of the 
former, embellilhed with learning, but prone 
to fubtlety ; the vigorous underftanding of the 
latter, delighting in bold fentiments, and fupe- 
rior to all fear2. 

1565.] Two years had already been confumed 
in fruitlefs negotiations concerning the marriage 
of the Scottilh queen. Mary had full leifure and 
opportunity to difcern the fallacy and deceit of 
all Elizabeth’s proceedings with refpedl to it. 
But, in order to fet the real intentions of the 
Enghlh queen in a clear light, and to bring her 
to fome explicit declaration of her fentiments, 
Mary at laft intimated to Randolph [Feb. 5], 
that, on condition her right of fucceflion to the 
crown of England were publicly acknowledged, 
(he was ready to yield to the folicitations of his 
miftrefs in behalf of Leicefter a. Nothing could 
be farther than this from the mind and intention 
of Elizabeth. The right of fucceflion was a 
myftery, which, during her whole reign, her 
jealoufy preferved untouched and unexplained. 
(She had promifed, however, when (lie firft began 

i Knox, 345, * Keith, 269. 
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to intereft herfelf in the marriage of the Scottifh 
queen, all that was now demanded. How to 
retreat with decency, how to elude her former 
offer, was, on that account, not a little perplex- 
in2- 

The facility with which lord Darnly obtained 
permiffion to vifit the court of Scotland, was' 
owing, in all probability, to that embarraffment. 
From the time of Melvil’s embaffy, the countefs 
of Lennox had warmly folicited this liberty for 
her fon. Eh'zabeth was no ftranger to the am- 
bitious hopes with which that young nobleman 
flattered himfelf. She had received repeated ad- 
vices from her minifters of the fentiments which 
Mary began to entertain in his favour b. It was 
entirely in her power to prevent his ftirring out 
of London. In the prefent conjun&ure, how- 
ever, nothing could be of more advantage to her 
than Dandy’s journey into Scotland. She had 
already brought one actor upon the ftage, who, 
under her management, had, for a long time, 
amufed the Scottifh queen. She hoped, no lefs 
abfolutely, to direft the motions of Darnly, who 
was likewife her fabject; and again to involve 
Mary in all the tedious intricacies of negotiation. 
Thefe motives determined Elizabeth and her mi- 
niflers to yield to the felicitations of the countefs 
of Lennox. 

But this deep-laid fcheme was in a moment dif- 
concerted. Such unexpected events, as the fancy 
of poets aferibes to love, are fometimes really pro- 

. duced by that pafiion. An affair which had been 
the objeCt of fo many political intrigues, and had 
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moved and interefted fo many princes, was at 
laft decided by the bidden liking of two young 
perfons. Lord Dandy was at this time in the 
firft bloom and vigour of youth. In beauty and 
gracefulnefs of perfon he furpaffed all his co- 
temporaries ; he excelled eminently in fuch arts 
as add eafe and elegance to external form, and 
which enabled it not only to dazzle, but to pleafe. 
Mary was of an age, and of a temper, to feel the 
full power of thefe accomplifhments. The im- 
preflion which lord Darnly made upon her 
was vifible from the time of their firft in- 
terview [Feb. 13]. The whole bufinefs of the 
court was to amufe and entertain this illuftrious 
gueft c ; and in all thofe fcenes of gaiety, Darnly, 
whofe qualifications were altogether fuperficial 
and ftiowy, appeared to great advantage. His 
conqueft of the queen’s heart became complete ; 
and inclination now prompted her to conclude a 
marriage, the firft thoughts of which had been 
fuggefted by confiderations merely political. 

Elizabeth contributed, and perhaps not with- 
out defign, to increafe the violence of this paf- 
fion. Soon after Darnly’s arrival in Scotland, 
fhe, in return to that meffage whereby Mary 
had fignified her willingnefs to accept of Leicef- 
ter, gave an anfwer in fuch terms as plainly un- 
ravelled her original intention in that intrigue d. 
She promifed, if the Scottifti queen’s marriage 
with Leicefter ftiould take place, to advance him 
to great honours ; but with regard to Mary’s 
title to the Engliih fucceffion, fhe would neither 
fuffer any legal inquiry to be made concerning 
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it, nor permit it to be publicly recognifed, until 
fire herfelf fliould declare her refolution never to 
marry. Notwithftanding Elizabeth’s former 
promifes, Mary had reafon to expeft every thing 
contained in this reply ; her high fpirit, however, 
could not bear with patience fuch a cruel difcove- 
ry of the contempt, the artifice, and mocker)', 
with which, under the veil of friendlhip, (lie had 
been fo long abufed. She burll into tears of in- 
dignation, and expre(fed, with the utmoft bitter- 
nefs, her fenfe of that diiingenuous craft which 
had been employed to deceive her e. 

The natural effeft of this indignation was to 
add to the impetuofity with which (he purfued 
her own fcheme. Blinded by refentment as 
well as by love, (he obferved no defedts in the 
man whom (he had chofen ; and began to take 
the neceffary fteps towards accomplilhing her 
defign, with all the impatience natural to thofe 
paffions. 

As Darnly was fo nearly related to the queen, 
the canon law made it nece(fary to obtain the 
pope’s difpenfation before the celebration of the 
marriage. For this purpofe (he early fet on foot 
a negotiation with the court of Rome f. 

She was bufy, at the fame time, in procuring 
the confent of the French king and his mother. 
Having communicated the defign, and the mo- 
tives which determined her choice, to Caftelnau 
the French ambaffador, (he employed him, as the 
mod proper perfon, to bring his court to fall in 
with her views. Among other arguments to this 
purpofe, Caftelnau mentioned Mary’s attachment 

« Keith, Append, 159. f Camd. 396. 
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to Darnly, which he reprefented to be fo violent 
and deep-rooted, that it was no longer in her 
own power to break off the match s. Nor were 
the French minilters backward in encouraging 
Mary’s paffion. Her pride would never ftoop to 
an alliance with a fubjeft of France. By this 
choice they were delivered from the apprehenfion 
of a match with any of the Auftrian princes, as 
well as the danger of too clofe an union with 
Elizabeth ; and as Darnly profeffed the Roman 
catholic religion, this fuited the bigotted fchemes 
which that court adopted. 

While Mary was endeavouring to reconcile 
foreign courts to a meafure which ihe had fo much 
at heart, Darnly and his father, by their beha- 
viour, were railing up enemies at home to obftruft 
it. Lennox had, during the former part of his 
life, difcovered no great compafs of abilities or po- 
litical wifdom ; and appears to have been a man 
of a weak underftanding and violent paffions. 
Darnly was not fuperior to his father in under- 
ftanding, and all his pafiions were ftill more im- 
petuous11. To thefe he added that infolence, 
which the advantage of external form, when ac- 
companied with no quality more valuable, is apt 
to infpire. Intoxicated with the queen’s favour, 
he began already to affume the haughtinefs of a 
king, and to put on that imperious air, which 
majefty itfelf can fcarcely render tolerable. 

It was by the advice, or at lead; with the con- 
fent, of Murray and his party, that Lennox had 
been invited into Scotland1; and yet, no fooner 
did he acquire a firm footing in that kingdom, 

£ Cafteln. 464. h Keith, *7*, 273, 
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than he began to enter into fecret cabals with 
thofe noblemen who were known to he avowed 
enemies to Murray, and with regard to religion, 
to be either neutrals or favourers of poperyk. 
Darnly, Hill more imprudent, allowed fome ra(h 
expreflions concerning thofe favours which the 
queen’s bounty had conferred upon Murray, to 
efcape him 

But, above all thefe, the familiarity which 
Darnly cultivated with David Rizio, contributed 
to increafe the fufpicion and difguft of the nobles. 

The low birth and indigent condition of this 
man placed him in a ftation in which he ought 
naturally to have remained unknown to poftenty. 
But what fortune called him to aft and to fuffer 
in Scotland, obliges hiftory to defcend from its 
dignity, and to record his adventures. He was 
the fon of a mufician in Turin, and having ac- 
companied the Piedmontefe ambaffador into Scot- 
land, gained admiffion into the queen’s family by 
his fkill in mufic. As his dependant condition had 
taught him fupplenefs of fpirit and infinuating 
manners, he quickly crept into the queen’s fa- 
vour, andherFrench fecretaryhappening to return 
at that time into his own country, was preferred 
by her to that office. He now began to make 
a figure in court, and to appear as a man of con- 
fequence. The whole train of fuitors and expeft- 
ants, who have an extreme fagacity in difcovering 
the paths which lead moll direftly to fuccefs, ap- 
plied to him. His recommendations were ob- 
ferved to have great influence over the queen, and 
he grew to be eonfidered not only as a favourite, 
but as a minifter. Nor was Rizio careful to abate 

k Knox, 337. Keith, 274. 1 Ibid. 274. 
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that envy which always attends fuch an extra- 
ordinary and rapid change of fortune. He ftudied, 
on the contrary, to difplay the whole extent of 
his favour. He affedted to talk often and fami- 
liarly with the queen in public. He equalled the 
greateft and moll opulent fubjedfs, in richnefs 
of drefs, and in the number of his attendants. 
Pie difcovered, in all his behaviour, that affum- 
ing infolence, with which unmerited profperity 
infpires an ignoble mind. It was with the ut- 
moft indignation that the nobles beheld the 
power, it was with the utmoft difficulty that 
they tolerated the arrogance, of this unworthy 
minion. Even in the queen’s prefence they could 
not forbear treating him with marks of contempt. 
Nor was it his exorbitant power alone which ex- 
afperated the Scots. They confidered him, and 
not without reafon, as a dangerous enemy to the 
proteftant religion, and fufpedted that he held, 
for this purpofe, a fecret correfpondence with 
the court of Rome m. 

It was Darnly’s misfortune to fall under the 
management of this man, who, by flattery and 
affiduity, ealily gained on his vanity and inex- 
perience. All Rizio’s influence with the queen 
was employed in his behalf, and contributed, 
without doubt, towards eftabliffiing him more 
firmly in her affections n. But whatever benefit 
Darnly might reap from his patronage, it did not 
counterbalance the contempt, and even infamy, 
to which he was expofed, on account of his fa- 
miliarity with fuch an uprtart. 

Though Darnly daily made progrefs in the 
queen’s affections, fhe conducted herfelf, how- 
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ever, with fuch prudent referve, as to impofe on 
Randolph the Englilh reiident, a man otherwife 
fhrewd and penetrating. It appears from his 
letters at this period, that he entertained not the 
leaft fufpicion of the intrigue which was carrying 
on ; and gave his court repeated aifurances that 
the Scottilh queen had no defign of marrying 
Darnly °. In the midft of this fecurity, Mary dif- 
patched Maitland to fignify her intention to Eli- 
zabeth, and to folicit her confent to the marriage 
with Darnly. This embalfy was the firlt thing 
which opened the eyes of Randolph. 

April 18.3 Elizabeth affedled the greateft 
furprife at this fudden refolution of the Scottiih 
queen, but without reafon. The train was laid 
by herfelf, and fhe had no caufe to wonder when 
it took effeft. She expreffed at the fame time 
her difapprobation of the match, in the ftrongeft 
terms ; and pretended to forefee many dangers 
and inconveniencies arifing from it, to both king- 
doms. But this too was mere affeftation. Mary 
had often and plainly declared her refolution to 
marry. It was impofiible Ihe could make any 
choice more inoffenfive. The danger of intro- 
ducing a foreign intereft into Britain, which 
Elizabeth had fo jullly dreaded, was entirely 
avoided. Darnly, though allied to both crowns, 
and polfeffed of lands in both kingdoms, could 
be formidable to neither. It is evident from all 
thefe circumllances, that Elizabeth’s apprehen- 
iions of danger could not polfibly be ferious ; and 
that in all her violent declarations againft Darnly, 
there was much more of grimace than of reality p. 

Therq 
0 Keith, 273, and Append. 153. 
P. Even the hildorians of that age acknowledge, that the 

marriage' of the Scottifli queen with a fubjedt was far from 
e e a being 
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There were not wanting, however, political 

motives of fuch weight, to induce that artful 
princefs to put on the appearance of great dif- 
pleafure. Mary, intimidated by this, might per- 
haps delay her marriage ; which Elizabeth de- 
fired to obltrucl with a weaknefs that little fuited 
the dignity of her mind and the elevation of her 
character. Befides, the tranquillity of her own 
kingdom was the great objeft of Elizabeth’s 
policy ; and by declaring her diffatisfa&ion with 
Mary’s conduft, (he hoped to alarm that party 
in Scotland, which was attached to the Englifh 
intereft, and to encourage fuch of the nobles as 
fecretly difapproved the match, openly to oppofe 
it. The feeds of difeord would by this means 
be fcattered through that kingdom. Inteftine 
commotions might arife. Amidft thefe, Mary 
could form none of thofe dangerous fchemes to 
which the union of her people might have 
prompted her. Elizabeth would become the 
umpire between the Scottifh queen and her con- 
tending fubjedts ; and England might look on 
with fecurity, while a {form, which ihe had raifed, 
wafted the only kingdom which could pofiibly 
difturb its peace. 

In profecution of this fcheme, fhe laid before 
her privy council the meffage from the Scottifh 
queen [May i], and confulted them with re- 
gard to the anfwer Ihe iliould return. Their 
being difagteeabie to Elizabeth. Knox, 569. 373. Buchan. 
339. Caftelnau, who at that time was well acquainted with 
the intrigues of both the Britilh courts, aflerts, upon grounds 
of great probability, that the match was wholly Elizabeth’s 
own work ; Cafteln. 462. : and that Ihe rejoiced at the ac- 
complilhment of it, appears from the letters of her own am- 
baflkdors. Keith, 280. 288. 

3 determi- 
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determination, it is eafy to conceive, was per- 
feftly conformable to her fecret views. They 
drew up a remonftrance againft the intended 
match, full of the imaginary dangers with which 
that event threatened the kingdom 9. Nor did 
fhe think it enough, to fignify her difapprobation 
of the meafure, either by Maitland, Mary’s am- 
baffador, or by Randolph, her own refident in 
Scotland ; in order to add more dignity to the 
farce which fhe chofe to aft, fhe appointed Sir 
Nicholas Throgmorton her ambaffador extraor- 
dinary. She commanded him to declare, in the 
ftrongeft terms, her diffatisfaftion with the flep 
which Mary propofed to take ; and at the fame 
time to produce the determination of the privy 
council, as an evidence that the fentiments of the 
nation were not different from her own. Not 
long after, fhe confined the countefs of Lennon 
as a prifoner, firft in her houfe, and then fent her 
to the Tower r. 

Intelligence of all this reached Scotland before 
the arrival of the Englifh ambaffador. In the 
firft tranfports of her indignation, Mary refolved 
no longer to keep any meafures with Elizabeth ; 
and fent orders to Maitland, who accompanied 
Throgmorton, to return inftantly to the Englifh 
court, and in her name to declare to Elizabeth, 
that after having been amufed fo long to fo little 
purpofe ; after having been fooled, and impofed 
on fo grofsly by her artifices ; fhe was now re- 
folved to gratify her own inclination, and to afk 
no other confent, but that of her own fubjefts, 
in the choice of an hufband. Maitland, with his 
ufual fagacity, forefaw all the effefts of fuch a 

“i Keith, 274. See Append. No. X. r Keith, Append. 161. 
E e 3 rafh 
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rafli and angry meflage, and ventured rather to 
incur the difpleafure of his miftrefs, by difobeying 
her commands, than to be made the inftrument 
of tearing afunder fo violently the few remaining 
ties which ftill linked together the two queens8. 

Mary herfelf foon became fenfible of her error. 
She received the Englifh ambalfador with refpedf ; 
juftified her own conduct with decency; and 
though unalterable in her refolution, fhe affedted 
a w'onderful folicitude to reconcile Elizabeth to 
the meafure; and even pretended, out of corn- 
plaifance towards her, to put off the confumma- 
tion of the marriage for fome months c. It is 
probable, however, that the want of the pope’s 
difpenfation, and the profpect of gaining the 
confent of her own fubjedts, were the real motives 
of this delay. 

This confent Mary laboured with the utmoft 
induftry to obtain. The earl of Murray was the 
perfon in the kingdom whole concurrence was 
of the greateit importance ; but fhe had reafon to 
fear that it would not be procured without ex- 
treme difficulty. From the time of Lennox’s 
return into Scotland, Murray perceived that the 
queen’s affedtions began gradually to be eftranged 
from him. Darnly, Athol, Rizio, all the court 
favourites, combined againft him. His ambitious 
fpirit could not brook this diminution of his 
power, which his former fervices had fo little 
merited. He retired into the country, and gave 
way to rivals, with whom he was unable to con- 
tend u. The return of the earl of Bothwell, his 
avowed enemy, who had been accufed of a defign 

s Keith, Append. 160. 1 Ibid. 27S. 
“ Keith, 272. 274. Append. 159. 

upon 
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upon his life, and who had refided for fome time 
in foreign countries, obliged him to attend to his 
own fafety. No intreaty of the queen could per- 
fuade him to a reconcilement with that nobleman. 
He infilled on having him brought to a public 
trial, and prevailed, by his importunity, to have 
a day fixed for it. Bothwell durft not appear 
in oppofition to a man who came to the place of 
trial attended by five thoufand of his followers on 
horfeback. He was once more conllrained to 
leave the kingdom ; but, by the queen’s com- 
mand, the fentence of outlawry, which is incurred 
by non-appearance, was not pronounced againlt 
him x. 

Mary, fenfible, at the fame time, of how much 
importance it was to gain a fubjedt fo powerful 
and fo popular as the earl of Murray, invited him 
back to court [May 8], and received him with 
manydemonftrationsof refpeft and confidence. At 
laft file defired him to fet an example to her other 
fubjedts byfubfcribing a paper,containing aformal 
approbation of her marriage with Darnly. Murray 
had many reafons to hefitate, and even to with- 
hold his alfent. Darnly had not only undermined 
his credit with the queen, but difcovered, on 
every occafion, a rooted averfion to his perfon. 
By confenting to his elevation to the throne, he 
would give him fuch an acceffion of dignity and 
power, as no man willingly bellows on an enemy. 
The unhappy confequences which might follow 
upon a breach with England, were likewife of 
confiderable weight with Murray. He had al- 
ways openly preferred a confederacy with Eng- 

* Keith, Append. 160. 
land* 
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land, before the ancient alliance with France. 
By his means, chiefly, this change in the fyftem 
of national politics had been brought about. 
A league with England had been eftablifhed; 
and he could not think of facrificing, to a rafh 

" and youthful paffion, an alliance of fo much utility 
to the kingdom; and which he and the other 
nobles were bound, by every obligation, to main- 
tain y. Nor was the intereft of religion forgotten 
on this occafion. Man', though furrounded by 
proteftant counfellors, had found means to hold 
a dangerous correfpondence with foreign catholics. 
She had even courted the pope’s proteftion, who 
had fent her a fubfidy of eight thoufand crowns2. 
Though Murray had hitherto endeavoured tq 
bridle the zeal of the reformed clergy, and to fet 
the queen’s conduct in the moft favourable light, 
yet her obftinate adherence to her own religion 
could not fail of alarming him, and by her refo- 
lution to marry a papift, the hope of reclaiming 
her, by an union with a proteftant, was for ever 
cut off3. Each of thefe confiderations had its 
influence on Murray, and all of them determined 
him to decline complying at that time with the 
queen’s requeft. 

The convention qf nobles, which was aflem- 
bled a few days after [May 14], difcovered a 
greater difpofition to gratify the queen. Many 
of them, without hefitation, exprefled their ap- 
probation of the intended match ; but as others 
were ftartled at the fame dangers which had 
alarmed Murray, or were influenced by his ex- 

/ Keith, 169. * Ibid, 295, Welvt 114. 
* Keith, Append. 160. 
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ample to refufe their confent, another convention 
was appointed at Perth, in order to deliberate 
more fully concerning this matter b. 

Meanwhile Mary gave a public evidence of 
her own inclination, by conferring upon Dandy 
titles of honour peculiar to the royal family. 
The oppolition die had hitherto met with, and 
the many contrivances employed to thwart and 
difappoint her inclination, produced their ufual 
effedf on her heart, they confirmed her paffion, 
and increafed its violence. The fimplicity of that 
age imputed an affection fo exceflivc, to the in- 
fluence of witchcraft0. It was owing, however, 
to no other charm, than the irrefiftible power of 
youth and beauty over a young and tender heart. 
Darnly grew giddy with his profperity. Flattered 
by the love of a queen, and the applaufe of many 
among her fubjefts, his natural haughtinefs and 
infolence became infupportable, and he could no 
longer bear advice, far lefs contradiction. Lord 
Ruthven, happening to be the firfl: perfon who 
informed him that Mary, in order to foothe Eli- 
zabeth, had delayed for fome time creating him 
duke of Albany, he, in a frenzy of rage, drew 
his dagger, and attempted to flab him d. It re- 
quired all Mary’s attention, to prevent his falling 
under that contempt to which fuch behaviour 
defervedly expofed him. 

In no fcene of her life was ever Mary’s own 
addrefs more remarkably difplayed. Love 
fharpened her invention, and made her ftudy every 
method of gaining her fubjects. Many of the 
nobles ftie won by her addrefs, and more by her 

1> Keith, Append. 283. Knox, 373. c Keith, 283. 
d Ibid. Append. 160, 

promifes. 
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promifes. On fome fhe beftowed lands, to others 
ihe gave new titles of honour e. She even con- 
defcended to court the proteftant clergy; and 
having invited three of their fuperintendants to. 
Stirling, fhe declared, in ftrong terms, her refo- 
lution to protedf their religion, expreffed her 
willingnefs to be prefent at a conference upon the 
points in doctrine which were difputed between 
the proteftants and papifts, and went fo far as to 
fhew fome defire to hear fuch of their preachers 
as were moft remarkable for their moderation f. 
By thefe arts the queen gained wonderfully upon 
the people, who, unlefs their jealoufy be raifed 
by repeated injuries, are always ready to view 
the actions of their fovereign with an indul- 
gent eye. 

On the other hand, Murray and his affociates 
were plainly the dupes of Elizabeth’s policy. 
She talked in fo high a ftrain of her difpleafure 
at the intended match ; Ihe treated lady Lennox 
with fo much rigour; fhe wrote to the Scottifh 
queen in fuch high terms ; fhe recalled the earl 
of Lennox and his fon in fuch a peremptory man- 
ner, and with fuch fevere denunciations of her 
vengeance if they fhould prefume to difobey ® ; 
that all thefe expreffions of averfion fully per- 
fuaded them of her fincerity. This belief for- 
tified their fcruples with refpeft to the match, 
and encouraged them to oppofe it. They began 
with forming among themfelves bonds of con- 
federacy and mutual defence ; they entered into 
a fecret correfpondence with the Englifh refident, 
in order to fecure Elizabeth’s affiftance when it 

e Keith, Append. 2R3, ^ Knox, 273* 
S Keith, 285, 286. 

fhould 
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fliould become needful h ; they endeavoured to 
hll the nation with fuch appreheniions of danger, 
as might counterbalance the influence of thofe 
arts which the queen had employed. 

Befides thefe intrigues, there were fecretly car- 
ried on, by both parties, dark defigns of a more 
criminal nature, and more fuited to the fpirit of 
the age. Darnly, impatient of that oppolition, 
which he imputed wholly to Murray, and re- 
folving at any rate to get rid of fuch a powerful 
enemy, formed a plot to aflafiinate him, during 
the meeting of the convention at Perth. Murray, 
on his part, defpairing of preventing the marriage 
by any other means, had, together with the duke 
of Chatelherault and the earl of Argyll, con- 
certed meafures for feizing Darnly, and carrying 
him a prifoner into England. 

If either of thefe confpiracies had taken effeiil, 
this convention might have been attended with 
confequences extremely tragical; but both were 
rendered abortive by the vigilance or good for- 
tune of thofe againft whom they were formed. 
Murray, being warned of his danger by fome re- 
tainers to the court, who ftill favoured his in- 
tereft, avoided the blow by not going to Perth. 
Mary, receiving intelligence of Murray’s enter- 
prife, retired with the utmofl: expedition, along 
with Darnly, to the other fide of Forth. Con- 
fcious, on both fides, of guilt, and inflamed with 
refentment, it was impoffible they could either 
forget the violence which themfelves had medi- 
tated, or forgive the injuries intended againlt 
them. From that moment all hope of reconcile- 
ment was at an end, and their mutual enmity 

i> Keith, 289. 292. 298. 
2 burfl: 
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burit out with every fymptom of implacable 
hatred'. 

On 

i The reality of thefe two oppofite confpiracies has given 
occafion to many difputes and much contradi&ion. Some 
deny that any defign was formed againft the life of Murray ; 
others call in queftion the truth of the confpiracy againlt 
Darnly. There fecm, however, to be plaufible reafons for 
believing that there is fome foundation for what has been af. 
ferted with regard to both ; though the zeal and credulity 
of party-writers have added to each many exaggerated cir- 
cumftances. The following arguments render it probable 
that fome violence was intended againft Murray : 

I. This is pofitively aflerted by Buchanan, 341. 2. The 
Englilh refrdent writes to Cecil, that Murray was affuredly 
informed that a defign was formed of murdering him at 
Perth, and mentions various circumftances concerning the 
manner in which the crime was to be committed. If the 
whole had been a fidlion of his own, or of Murray, it is im- 
poffible that he could have written in this ftrain to fuch a 
difcerning minifter. Keith, 287. 3. Murray himfelf con- 
ilantly and publicly perlifted in affirming that fuch a delign 
was formed againtt his life. Keith, Append. 108. He was 
requmed by the queen to tranfmit in writing an account of the 
confpiracy which he pretended had been formed againft his 
life. This he did accordingly; but “ when it was brought 
to her majefty by her fervants fent for that purpofe, it ap- 
pears be her highnefs and her council, that his purgation in 
that behalf was not fo fufficient as the matter required.” 
Keith, App. 109. He was therefore fummoned to appear 
within three days before the queen in Holyrood-houfe ; and 
in order to encourage him to do fo, a fafe.condufl was offered 
to him. Ibid. Though he had once confented to appear, he 
afterwards declined to do fo. But whoever confiders Mur- 
ray’s fituation, and the charafler of thofe who diredted 
Mary’s councils at that time, will hardly deem it a decifive 
proof of his guilt, that he did not choofe to rilk his perfon 
on fuch fecurity. 4. The furious paftions of Darnly, the 
ficrcenefs of his refentment, which fcrupled at no violence, 
and the manners of the age, render the imputation of fuch a 
crime lefs improbable. 

II. That 
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On Mary’s return to Edinburgh, fhe fummoned 

her vaffals by proclamation, and folicited them by 
. her 

II. That Murray and his aflbciates had refolved to feize 
Darnly in his return from Perth, appears with ftill greater 
certainty ; 1. From the exprefs teftimony of Melvil, 112. ; 
although Buchanan, p. 341. and Knox, p. 377. affeft, 
without reafon, to reprefent this as an idle rumour. 2. The 
queftion was put to Randolph, Whether the governor of 
Berwick would receive Lennox and his fon, if they were 
delivered at that place ? Hisanfwer was, “ that they would 
not refufe their own, i. e. their own fubjefls, in whatfoever 
fort they came unto us, i. e. whether they returned to 
England voluntarily, as they had been required, or were 
brought thither by force.” This plainly Ihews, that fome 
fuch defign was in hand, and Randolph did not difcourage 
it by the anfwer which he gave. Keith, 290. 3. The pre- 
cipitation with which the queen retired, and the reafon Ihe 
gave for this fudden flight, are mentioned by Randolph. 
Keith, 291. 4. A great part of the Scottilh nobles, and 
among thefe the earls of Argyll and Rothes, who were them- 
felves privy to the defign, alfert the reality of the confpiracy. 
Good. vol. ii. 358. 

All thefe circumftances render the truth of both confpira- 
cies probable. But we may obferve how far this proof, 
though drawn from public records, falls Ihort, on both fides, 
of legal and formal evidence. Buchanan and Randolph, in 
their accounts of the confpiracy againft Murray, differ widely 
in almoft every circumftance. The accounts of the attempt 
upon Darnly are not more confiftent. Melvil alleges, that 
the defign of the confpirators was to carry Darnly a prifoner 
into England ; the propofal made to Randolph agrees with 
this. Randolph fays, that they intended to carry the queen 
to St. Andrew’s, and Darnly to Caftle Campbell. The lords, 
in their declaration, affirm the defign of the confpirators to 
have been to murder Darnly and his father, to confine the 
queen in Lochleven during life, and to ufurp the govern- 
ment. To believe implicitly whatever they find in an an- 
cient paper, is a folly to which, in every age, antiquaries 
are extremely prone. Ancient papers, however, often con- 
tain no more than the Handers of a party, and the lie of the 
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her letters, to repair thither in arms, for the pro- 
teftion of her perfon againft her foreign and do- 
meftic enemies k. She was obeyed with all the 
promptnefs and alacrity with which fubjefts run 
to defend a mild and popular adminillration. 
This popularity, however, (he owed in a great 
meafure to Murray, who had directed her ad- 
miniilration with great prudence. But the crime 
of oppofing her marriage obliterated the memory 
of his former fervices ; and Mary, impatient of 
contradi&ion, and apt to conllder thofe who dif- 
puted her will, as enemies to her perfon, deter- 
mined to let him feel the whole weight of her 
vengeance. For this purpofe Ihe fummoned him 
to appear before her upon a fhort warning, to an- 
fwer to fuch things as fhould be laid to his charge1. 
At this very time Murray, and the lords who 
adhered to him, were affembled at Stirling, to 
deliberate what courfe they fhould hold in fuch a 
difficult conjunthire. But the current of popular 
favour ran fo llrongly againft them, and notwith- 
ftanding fome fears and jealoufies, there prevailed 

day. The declaration of the nobles referred to, is of this 
kind ; it is plainly rancorous, and written in the very heat 
of faftion. Many things ail'erted in it are evidently fa lie <-r 
exaggerated. Let Murray and his confederates be as ambi- 
tious as we can fuppofe, they mud have had fome pretences, 
and plaufible ones too, before they could venture to imprilon 
their fovercign for life, and to feize the reins of government; 
but, at that time, the queen’s condudb had afforded no co- 
lourable excufe for proceeding td fuch extremities. It is 
lilcewife remarkable, that in all the proclamations againft 
Murray, of which fo many are publifhed in Keith, Appen- 
dix, 108, &c. neither the violent attempt upon Darnly, nor 
that which he is alleged to have formed againft the queen 
herfelf, are ever once mentioned. 

k Keith, 298. 1 ibid. Append, 108. 
. • « * - in 
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in the nation fuch a general difpofition to gratify 
the queen in a matter which fo nearly concerned 
her, that, without coming to any other conclu- 
lion, than to implore the queen of England’s 
protection, they put an end to their inettectual 
confultations, and returned every man to his own 
houfe. 

Together with this difcovery of the weaknefs 
of her enemies, the confluence of her fubjedts 
from all corners of the kingdom afforded Mary an 
agreeable proof of her own ftrength. While the 
queen was in this profperous fituation, (he de- 
termined to bring to a period an affair which had 
fo long engroffed her heart and occupied her at* 
tention. On the twenty-ninth of July, fhe mar- 
ried. lord Dandy. The ceremony was performed 
in the queen’s chapel, according to the rites of 
the Romifh church ; the pope’s bull difpeniing 
with their marriage having been previoufly ob- 
tained m. She iffued at the fame time proclama- 
tions, conferring the title of king of the Scots 
upon her kufband, and commanding that hence- 
forth all write at law fhould run in the joint 
names of king and queen n. Nothing can be a 
ftronger proof of the violence of Mary’s love, or 
the weaknefs of her councils, than this lafl ftep. 
Whether fhe had any right to choofe a hufband 
without confent of parliament, was, in that age, 
a matter of fome difpute 0 ; that fhe had no right 
to confer upon him, by her private authority, the 
title and dignity of king, or by a fimple procla- 
mation to raife her hufband to be the mailer of 
her people, feems to be beyond alj doubt. Fran- 

n' Keith, 307. n Anderfon, i. 33. See Append, No. XL 
p Buchan. 341. 
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cis II. indeed, bore the fame title. It was not, 
however, the gift of the queen, but of the nation ; 
and the confent of parliament was obtained, be- 
fore he ventured to affume it. Dandy’s con- 
dition, as a fubjecl, rendered it ftill more necef- 
fary to have the concurrence of the fupreme 
council in his favour. Such a violent and unpre- 
cedented llretch of prerogative, as the fubllituting 
a proclamation in place of an aft of parliament, 
might have juftly alarmed the nation. But at 
that time the queen poffelfed fo entirely the con- 
fidence of her fubjefts, that, notwithftanding all 
the clamours of the malecontents, no fymptoms 
of general difcontent appeared on that account. 

Even amidil that fcene of joy which always ac- 
companies fuccefsful love, Mary did not fuffer the 
courfe of her vengeance againil the malecontent 
nobles to be interrupted. Three days after the 
marriage, Murray was again fummoned to court, 
under the fevered penalties, and upon his non-ap- 
pearance the rigour of juftice took place, and he 
was declared an out-law p. At the fame time the 
queen fet at liberty lord Gordon, who, ever fince 
his father’s infurreftion in the year one thoufand 
five hundred and fixty-two, had been detained a 
prifoner ; fhe recalled the earl of Sutherland, who, 
on account of his concern in that confpiracy, had 
fled into Flanders; and (he permitted'Bothwell 
to return again into Scotland. The firft and laft 
of thefe were among the mod powerful fubjefts 
in the kingdom, and all of them animated with 
implacable hatred to Murray, whom they deemed 
the enemy of their families and the author of their 
own fufferings. This common hatred became 

P Keith, 309, 310. 
the 
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the foundation of the ftricteft union with the 

■queen, and gained them an afcendant over all her 
■councils. Murray himfelf confidered this confe- 
deracy with his avowed enemies, as a more cer- 
tain indication than any meafure Ihe had yet 
taken, of her inexorable refentment. 

The malecontents had not yet openly taken up 
arms 9. But the queen having ordered her fu'o- 
jects to march againft them, they were driven to 
the lad extremity. They found themfelves 
unable to make head againft the numerous 
forces which Mary had affemble.d; and bed in- 
to Argyldhire, in expectation of aid from Eli- 
zabeth, to whom they bad fecretly difpatched 
a meffenger, in order to implore her immediate 
affiftance r. 

Meanwhile, Elizabeth endeavoured to embar- 
rafs Mary, by a new declaration of difguft at her 
conduCt. She blamed both her choice of lord 
Damly, and the precipitation with which ftie 
had concluded the marriage. She required 
I.ennox and Darnly, whom Ihe ftill called her 
fubjeCts, to return into England: and at the 
fame time Ihe warmly interceded in behalf of 
Murray, whole behaviour fhe reprefented to be 

M After their fruitlefs confultjtion in Stirling, the lords 
retired to their own houfes. Keith, 304. Murray was ftill 
at St. Andrew’s on July 22. Keith, 306. By the places of 
rendezvous, appointed for the inhabitants of the different 
counties, Auguft 4, it appears that the queen's intention 
was to march into Fife, the county in which Murray, 
Rothes, Kirlcaldy, and other chiefs of the malecontents re- 
fided. Keith, 310. Their flight into the weft, Keith, 312. 
prevented this expedition, and the former rendezvous was 
altered. Keith, 310. 

f Keith, jiz. Knox, 380. 
FF 3 not 
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not only innocent but laudable. This meffage, 
fo mortifying to the pride of the queen, and fo 
full of contempt for her hufband, was rendered 
ftill more infupportable by the petulant and fancy 
demeanour of Tamworth, the perion who deli- 
vered its. Mary vindicated her own conduct 
with warmth, but with great ftrength of reafon ; 
and reje&ed the interceffion in behalf of Murray, 
not without figns of refentment at Elizabeth’s 
pretending to intermeddle in the internal govern- 
ment of her kingdom1. 

She did not, on that account, intermit in the 
leaft the ardour with which (he purfued Murray 
and his adherents u. They now appeared openly 
in arms ; and having received a fmall fupply in 
money from Elizabeth *, were endeavouring to 
raife their followers in the weftern counties. But 
Mary’s vigilance hindered them from affembling 
in any coniiderable body. All her military ope- 
rations at that time were concerted with wifdom, 
executed with vigour, and attended with fuccels. 
In order to encourage her troops, fhe herfelf 
marched along with them, rode with loaded 
piftols ', and endured all the fatigues of war with 
admirable fortitude. Her alacrity infpired her 
forces with an invincible refolution, which, toge- 
ther with their fuperiority in number, deterred 

a Camd. 398. t Keith, Append. 99. 
11 The moft confiderable perfons who joined Murray, 

were, the duke of Chatclherault, the earls of Argyll, 
Glencairn, Rothes, lord Boyd and Ochiltree; the lairds of 
Grange, Cunninghamhead, Balcomie, Carmylle, Lavvers, 
Bar, Dreghorn, Pittarrow, Comptroller, and the tutor of 
Pitcur. Knox, 382. 

x Knox, 3S0. y Keith, Append. 164. 
the 

y Keith, Append. 164. 
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the malecontents from facing them in the field ; 
but having artfully palled the queen’s army, they 
marched with great rapidity to Edinburgh, and 
endeavoured to roufe the inhabitants of that city 
to arms [ Auguft 31]. The queen did not fuffer 
them to remain long unmolefted; and on her 
approach, they were forced to abandon that 
place, and retire in confufion towards the weftern 
borders z. 

As it was uncertain, for fome time, what route 
they had taken, Mary employed that interval in 
providing for the fecurity of the counties in the 
heart of the kingdom. She feized the places of 
llrength which belonged to the rebels; and 
obliged the confiderable barons, in thofe fhires 
which lire moft fufpefted, to join in allociations 
for her defence8. Having thus left all the 
country behind her in tranquillity, Ihe, with an 
army eighteen thoufand ftrong, marched towards 
Dumfries, where the rebels then were. During 
their retreat, they had fent letters to the queen, 
from almoft every place where they halted, full 
of fubmiffion, and containing various overtures 
towards an accommodation. But Mary, who 
determined not to let flip fuch a favourable op- 
portunity of crulhing the mutinous fpirit of her 
fubjefts, reje&ed them with difdain. As Ihe ad- 
vanced, the malecontents retired ; and having re- 
ceived no effectual aid from Elizabeth11, they 
defpaired of any other means of fafety, fled in- 
to England, and put themfelves under the pro- 
tection of the earl of Bedford, warden of the 
marches [0£t. 20J. 

* Kei'.b, Append. 315. a Ibid. 113. 
b See Append. No. XU. XIII. 

Nothing, 
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Nothing, which Bedford’s perfonal friendthip 

for Murray could fupply, was wanting to render 
their retreat agreeable. But Elizabeth herfelf 
treated them with extreme negleft. She had 
fully gained her end, and, by their means, had 
excite-d fuch difcord and jealoufies among the 
Scots, as would in all probability long diflraft 
and weaken Mary’s councils. Her bufinefs now 
was to fave appearances, and to juftify herfelf to 
the minitters of France and Spain, who accufed 
her of fomenting the troubles in Scotland by her 
intrigues. The expedient (he contrived for her 
vindication llrongly difplays her own character, 
and the wretched condition of exiles, who are 
obliged to depend on a foreign prince. Murray, 
and Hamilton abbot of Kilwinning, being ap- 
pointed by the other fugitives to wait on Eliza- 
beth, inftead of meeting with that welcome re- 
ception which was due to men, who, out of 
confidence in her promifes, and in order to for- 
ward her defigns, had hazarded their lives and 
fortunes, could not even obtain the favour of an 
audience, until they had meanly confented to 
acknowledge, in the prefence of the French and 
Spanifh ambaffadors, that Elizabeth had given 
them no encouragement to take arms. No fooner 
did they make this declaration, than fhe afto- 
niihed them with this reply: “ You have de^ 
dared the truth ; I am far from fetting an exr 
ample of rebellion to my own fubje&s, by coun- 
tenancing thofe who rebel againft their lawful 
prince. The treafon, of which you have been 
guilty, is deteftable ; and as traitors I banifh you 
from my prefencec.” Notwithllapding this 

c Mdv. 1:2. 
fcene 
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fcene of farce and of falfehood, fo difhonourable 
to all the perfons who afted a part in it, Eliza- 
beth permitted the malecontents peaceably to re- 
hde in her dominions, fupplied them fecretly with 
money, and renewed her intercelhon with the 
Scottifh queen in their favour d. 

The advantage fhe had gained over them did 
not fatisfy Mary; fhe refolved to follow the 
blow, and to prevent a party, which fhe dreaded, 
from ever recovering any footing in the nation. 
With this view fhe called a meeting of parliament; 
and in order that a fentence of forfeiture might 
be legally pronounced againft the banifhed lords, 
fhe fummoned them, by public proclamation, to 
appear before ite. 

The duke of Chatelherault, on his humble ap- 
plication, obtained a feparate pardon [Dec. i j ; 
but not without difficulty, as the king violently 
oppofed it. He was obliged, however, to leave 
the kingdom, and to refide for fome time in 
Francef. 

The numerous forces which Mary brought in- 
to the field, the vigour with which fhe afted, 
and the length of time fhe kept them in arms, 
refemble the efforts of a prince with revenues 
much more confiderable than thofe which fhe 
poffeffed. But armies were then levied and main- 
tained by princes at fmall charge. The vaffal 
followed his fuperior, and the fuperior attended 
the monarch, at his own expence. Six hundred 
horfemen, however, and three companies of foot, 
befides her guards, received regular pay from the 
queen. This extraordinary charge, together with 

d Knox, 389. e Keith, 320. f Knox, 389. 
the 
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the difhurfements occafioned by her marriage, ex- 
haufted a treafury which was far from being rich. 
In this exigency, many devices were fallen upon 
for railing money. Fines were levied on the towns 
of St. Andrew’s, Perth, and Dundee, which 
were fufpcfted of favouring the malecontents. 
An unufual tax was impofed on the boroughs 
throughout the kingdom ; and a great fum was 
demanded of the citizens of Edinburgh, by way 
of loan. This unprecedented exatlion alarmed 
the citizens. They had rccourfe to delays, and 
darted difficulties, in order to evade it. Thefe 
Mary conltrued to be adts of avowed difobe- 
dience, and inftantly committed feveral of them 
to prifon. But this feverity did not fubdue the 
undaunted fpirit .of liberty which prevailed among 
the inhabitants. The queen was obliged to mort- 
gage to the city the fuperionty of the town of 
Leith, by which <he obtained a conliderable fum 
of money S. The thirds of ecclefiaftical benefices 
proved another fource whence the queen derived 
fome fupply. About this time we find the pro- 
teftant clergy complaining more bitterly than ever 
of their poverty. The army, it is probable, ex- 
hautted a great part of that fund which was ap- 
propriated for their maintenance b. 

The afi'emblies of the church were not uncon- 
cerned fpedtators of the commotions of this tur- 
bulent year. In the meeting held the twenty- 
fourth of June, previous to the queen’s friarriage, 
feveral of the malecontcnt nobles were prefent, 
and feem to have had great influence on its deci- 
fions. The high ftrain in which the aflembly ad- 

£ Knox, 383. 386. Mfiit. Hifi. of Edinburgh, 27. 
dreffed 
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tlreffed the queen, can be imputed only to thofe 
fears and jealoufies with regard to religion, which 
they endeavoured to infufe into the nation. The 
affembly complained, with fome bitternefs, of the 
ftop which had been put to the progrefs of the 
reformation by the queen’s arrival in Scotland ; 
they required not only the total fupprefiion of 
the popith worfhip throughout the kingdom, but 
even in the queen’s own chapel; and befides the 
legal eftablifhment of the proteftant religion, 
they demanded that Mary herfelf (hould publicly 
embrace it. The queen, after fome deliberation, 
replied, that neither her confcience nor her inte- 
reil would permit her to take fuch a Hep. The 
former would for ever reproach her for a change 
which proceeded from no inward conviftion, the 
latter would fuffer by the offence which her 
apoftacy muff give to the king of France, and 
her other allies on the continent'. 

It is remarkable, that the profperous fituation 
of the queen’s affairs during this year, began to 
work fome change in favour of her religion. The 
earls of Lennox, Athol, and Caffils, openly at" 
tended mafs ; fhe herfelf afforded the catholics a 
more avowed protection than formerly; and, by 
her permiffion, fome of the ancient monks ven- 
tured to preach publicly to the people k. 

I Knox, 374. 376. Ibid. 389, 390. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 



- w 





• ->* 






