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THE 

HISTORY OF THE REIGN 

OF THE 

EMPEROR CHARLES V. 

BOOK I. 

C^harles V. was born at Ghent on the 
j twenty-fourth day of February, in the year 

one thoufand five hundred. His father, Philip 
the Handfome, archduke of Aullria, was the fon 
of the emperor Maximilian, and of Mary, the 
only child of Charles the Bold, the laft prince of 
the houfe of Burgundy. His mother, Joanna, 
was the fecond daughter of Ferdinand king of 
Aragon, and of Ifabella queen of Cailile. 

A long train of fortunate events had opened 
the way for this young prince to the inheritance 
of more extenfive dominions, than any European 
monarch, fince Charlemagne, had poffeifed. Each 
of his anceftors had acquired kingdoms or pro- 
vinces, towards which their profpeft of fucceffion 
was extremely remote. The rich poffeflions of 
Mary of Burgundy had been deftined for another 
family, fire having been cont rafted by her father 
to the only fon of Louis XI. of France; but 
that capricious monarch, indulging his hatred 

rot. 11. b to 



THE REIGN OF THE B. I. 
to her family, chofe rather to ftrip her of part of 
her territories by force, than to fecure the whole 
by marriage ; and by this mifeonduct, fatal to 
his pofterity, he threw all the Netherlands and 
Franche Comte into the hands of a rival. Ifabella, 
the daughter of John II. of Caftile, far from 
having any profpedt of that noble inheritance 
which (lie tranfmitted to her grandfon, paffed the 
early part of her life in obfcurity and indigence. 
But the Caftilians, exafperated againft her bro- 
ther Henry IV. an iil-advifed and vicious prince, 
publicly charged him with impotence, and his 
queen with adultery. Upon his demife, rejedling 
Joanna, whom Henry had uniformly, and even 
on his death-bed, owned to be his lawful daugh- 
ter, and whom an affembly of the dates had ac- 
knowledged to be the heir of his kingdom, they 
obliged her to retire into Portugal, and placed 
Ifabella on the throne of Callile. Ferdinand 
owed the crown of Aragon to the unexpected 
death of his elder brother, and acquired the king- 
doms of Naples and Sicily by violating the faith 
of treaties, and difregarding the ties of blood. 
To all thefe kingdoms, Chriltopher Columbus, 
by an effort of genius and of intrepidity, the boldelt 
and moll fuccefsful that is recorded in the annals 
of .mankind, added a new world, the wealth of 
which became one confiderable fource of the 
power and grandeur of the Spanifh monarchs. 

Don John, the only fon of Ferdinand and Ifa- 
bella, and their eldeit daughter, the queen of Por- 
tugal, being cut off, without iffue, in the flower 
of youth, all their hopes centered in Joanna and 
her pofterity. But as her hufband, the archduke, 
was a ftranger to the Spaniards, it was thought 

expedient 
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expedient to invite him into Spain, that by re- 
fiding among them, he might accuftom himfelf 
to their laws and manners ; and it was expected 
that the Cortes, or affembly of Hates, whofe 
authority was then fo great in Spain, that no 
title to the crown was reckoned valid unlefs it 
received their fanftion, would acknowledge his 
right of fuccelfion, together with that of the 
infanta, his wife. Philip and Joanna, palling 
through France in their way to Spain [1502J, 
were entertained in that kingdom with the ut-- 
moll magnificence. The archduke did homage 
to Louis XII. for the earldom of Flanders, and 
took his feat as a peer of the realm in the par-, 
liament of Paris. They were received in Spain 
with every mark of honour that the parental af- 
fedlion of Ferdinand and Ifabella, or the refpeft 
of their fubjefts, could devife ; and their title to 
the crown was foon after acknowledged by the 
Cortes of both kin«doms. 

But amidlt thefe outward appearances of fatif- 
faction and joy, fome fecret unealinefs preyed 
upon the mind of each of thefe princes. The 
ilately and referred ceremonial of the Spanilh 
court was fo burdenfome to Philip, a prince, 
young, gay, affable, fond of fociety and of plea- 
fure, that he foon began to exprefs a defire of 
returning to his native country, the manners of 
which were more fuited to his temper. Ferdi- 
nand, obferving the declining health of his queen, 
with whofe life he knew that his right to the 
government of Caftile mull ceafe, eafdy forefaw, 
that a prince of Philip’s difpolition, and who 
already difcovered an extreme impatience to reign, 
would never confent to his retaining any degree 

n 2 of 



4 THE REIGN OF THE B. I. 
of authority in that kingdom ; and the profpect 
of this diminution of his power awakened the jea- ' 
loufy of that ambitious monarch. 

Ifabella beheld, with the fentiments natural • 
to a mother, the indifference and neglect with 
which the archduke treated her daughter, who 
was deftitute of thofe beauties of perfon, as well 
as thofe accomplifhments of mind, which fix the 
afteftions of a hufband. Her uuderftanding, 
always weak, was often difordered. She doated 
on Philip with fuch an excefs of childiih and in- 
difcreet fondnefs, as excited difguft rather than 
affedtion. Her jealoufy, for which her hufband’s 
behaviour gave her too much caufe, was propor- 
tionedto her love, and often broke out in the 1 
mofl extravagant actions. Ifabella, though fen- 
fible of her defects, could not help pitying her 
condition, which was foon rendered altogether 
deplorable, by the archduke’s abrupt refolution 
of fetting out in the middle of winter for Flan- r 

ders, and of leaving her in Spain. Ifabella in- 
treated him not to abandon his wife to grief 
and melancholy, which might prove fatal to her, 
as fhe was near the time of her delivery. Joanna 
conjured him to put off his journey for three days 
only, that fhe might have the pleafure of cele- 
brating the feftival of Chriftmas in his company. 
Ferdinand, after reprefenting the imprudence of 
his leaving Spain, before he had time to become 
acquainted with the genius, or to gain the affec- 
tions of the people, who were one day to be his 
fubjefts, befought him, at leafl, not to pafs 
through France, with which kingdom he was 
then at open war. Philip, without regarding 
either the dictates of humanity, or the maxims 

of 



3!. I. EMPEROR CHARLES V. 5 
of prudence, perfifted in his purpofe ; and on the 
twenty-fecond of December fet out for the Low 
Countries, by the way of France3. 

From the moment of his departure, Joanna 
funk into a deep and fullen melancholy b, and 
while Ihe was in that fituation bore Ferdinand 
her fecond fon, for whom the power of his bro- 
ther Charles afterwards procured the kingdoms 
of Hungary and Bohemia, and to whom he at 
laft tranlmitted the imperial feeptre. Joanna was 
the only perfon in Spain who difeovered no joy 
at the birth of this prince. Infenfible to that, 
as well as to every other pleafure, Ihe was wholly 
occupied with the thoughts of returning to her 
hufband ; nor did (he, in any degree, recover 
tranquillity of mind, until (he arrived at Bruflels 
next yearc [1504]. • 

Philip, in paffing through France, had an in- 
terview with Louis XII., and figned a treaty 
with him, by which he hoped that all the differ- 
ences between France and Spain would have been 
finally terminated. But Ferdinand, whofe af- 
fairs, at that time, were extremely profperous in 
Italy, where the fuperior genius of Gonfalvo de 
Cordo\a, the great captain, triumphed on every 
occafion over the arms of France, did not pay 
the lead regard to what his fon-in-law had con- 
cluded, and carried on hoftilities with greater 
ardour than ever. 

Prom this time Philip feems not to have taken 
any part in the affairs of Spain, waiting in quiet 

3 Perri Martyris Anglerii Epiftola, 250. 253. 
h Id. Epift. 255. 
c Mariana, lib. 27. c. 11. 14. Flechier Vie de Ximen. 

1. 191. 
B 3 till 



6 the reign of THE 15.1. 
till the death either of Ferdinand or Ifabella 
fhould open the way to one of their thrones. 
The latter of thefe events was not far diftant. 
The untimely death of her fon and eldeft daugh- 
ter had made a deep impreffion on the mind of 
Ifabella ; and as fhe could derive but little con- 
folation for the Ioffes which fhe had fuftained 
either from her daughter Joanna, whofe infirmi- 
ties daily increafed, or from her fon-in-law, who 
no longer preferved even the appearance of a de- 
cent refpett towards that unhappy princefs, her 
fpirits and health began gradually to decline, 
and after languifhing fome months, fhe died at 
Medina del Campo on the twenty-fixth of No- 
vember one thoufand five hundred and four. 
She was no lefs eminent for virtue than for wif- 
dom ; and whether we confider her behaviour as 
a queen, as a wife, or as a mother, fhe is juftly 
entitled to the high encomiums bellowed upon 
her by the Spanifh hiftorians d. 

A few weeks before her death, fhe made her 
lafl will, and being convinced of Joanna’s inca- 
pacity to affume the reins of government into 
her own hands, and having no inclination to com- 
mit them to Philip, with whofe conduit fhe was 
extremely diffatisfied, fhe appointed Ferdinand 
regent or adminiilrator of the aftairs of Caflile 
until her grandfon Charles fliould attain the age 
of twenty. She bequeathed to Ferdinand like- 
wife one half of the revenues which fhouid arife 
from the Indies, together with the grand mafter- 
fhips of the three military orders; dignities, 
which rendered the perfon who poffeffed them 
almoft independent, and which Ifabeli?. had, for 

d Pc Mart. Ep. 279. 
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that reafon, annexed to the crown e. But before 
flie figned a deed fo favourable to Ferdinand, fhe 
obliged him to fwear that he would not, by a fe- 
cond marriage, or by any other means, endeavour 
to deprive Joanna or her pofterity of their right 
of fucceflion to any of his kingdoms f. 

Immediately upon the queen’s death, Ferdi- 
nand refigned the title of king of Caftile, and 
ilfued orders to proclaim Joanna and Philip the 
fovereigns of that kingdom. But, at the fame 
time, he affumed the charadler of regent, in con- 
ftquence of Ifabella’s teftament; and not long 
after he prevailed on the Cortes of Caftile to ac- 
knowledge his right to that office [1505]. This, 
however, he did not procure without difficulty, 
nor without diicovering fuch fymptoms of alie- 
nation and difguft among the Caftilians as filled 
him with great uneafinefs. The union of Caftile 
and Aragon, for almoft thirty years, had not fo 
entirely extirpated the ancient and hereditary 
enmity which fubfifted between the natives of 
thefe kingdoms, that the Caftilian pride could 
fubmit, without murmuring, to the government 
of a king of Aragon. Ferdinand’s own cha- 
racter, with which the Caftilians were well ac- 
quainted, was far from rendering his authority 
defirable. Sufpicious, difcerning, fevere, and 
parfimonious, he was accuftomed to obferve the 
moft minute aftions of his fubjects with a jealous 
attention, and to reward their higheft fervices 
with little liberality ; and they were now deprived 
of Ifabella, whofe gentle qualities, and partiality 

* P. Martyr. Ep. 377. Mar. Hift. lib. z8. c. 11. Fer- 
reras Hift. Geaer. d’Efpagne, tom. viii. z6j. 

f Mar. Hilt. lib. 28. c, 14. 
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to her Caftilian fubje&s, often tempered his aufte- 
rity, or rendered it tolerable. The maxims of 
his government were efpecially odious to the 
grandees ; for that artful prince, fenfible of the 
dangerous privileges conferred upon them by the 
feudal inflitutions, had endeavoured to curb their 
exorbitant power?, by extending the royal jurif- 
diction, by protecting their injured vaffals, by in- 
creafing the immunities of cities, and by other 
meafures equally prudent. From all thefe caufes, 
a formidable party among the Callilians united 
againft Ferdinand, and though the perfons who 
compofed it had not hitherto taken any public 
Hep in oppolition to him, he plainly faw, that 
upon the leaft encouragement from their new 
king, they would proceed to the molt violent ex- 
tremities. 

There was no lefs agitation in the Netherlands, 
upon receiving the accounts of Ifabella’s death, 
and of Ferdinand’s having affumed the govern- 
ment of Caftile. Philip was not of a temper 
tamely to fuffer himfelf to be fupplanted by the_ 
ambition of his father-in-law. If Joanna’s infir- 
mities, and the nonage of Charles, rendered them 
incapable of government, he, as a hufband, was 
the proper guardian of his wife, and, as a father, 
the natural tutor of his fon. Nor was it fufficient 
to oppole to thefe jull rights, and to the incli- 
nation of the people of Caitile, the authority of 
a telfament, the genuinenefs of which was per- 
haps doubtful, and its contents to him appeared 
certainly to be iniquitous. A keener edge was 
added to Philip’s refentment, and new vigour in- 
fufed into his councils by the arrival of Don John 

E Marian, lib. 28. c. 12. 
Manuel. 
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Manuel. He was Ferdinand’s ambaffador at the 
Imperial court, but upon the firft notice of Ifa- 
bella’s death repaired to Brufiels, flattering him- 
felf, that under a young and liberal prince, he 
might attain to power and honours, which he 
could never have e.rpefted in the fervice of an 
old and frugal mailer. He had early paid comt 
to Philip during his refidence in Spain, with fuch 
affiduity as entirely gained his confidence ; - and 
having been trained to bufinefs under Ferdinand, 
could oppofe his fchemes with equal abilities, and 
with arts not inferior to thofe for which that 
monarch was diftinguiihed h. 

By the advice of Manuel, ambaffadors were 
diipatched to require Ferdinand to retire into 
Aragon, and to refign the government of Caftilc 
to thofe perfons whom Philip fliould entruft with 
it, until his own arrival in that kingdom. Such 
of the Caftiiian nobles as had difcovered any dif- 
fatisfaition with Ferdinand’s adminillration, were 
encouraged by every method to oppofe it. At 
the fame time a treaty was concluded with Louis 
XII. by which Philip flattered himfelf, that he 
had fecured the friendftiip and affiitance of that 
monarch. 

Meanwhile, Ferdinand employed all the arts 
of addrefs and policy, in order to retain the power 
of which he had got poflefiion. By means of 
Conchillos, an Aragonian gentleman, he entered 
into a private negotiation with Joanna, and pre- 
vailed on that weak princefs to confirm, by her 
authority, his right to the regency. But this 
intrigue did not efcape the penetrating eye of 
Don John Manuel; Joanna’s letter of confent 

h Zuriu Anr.ales de Aragon, tom. vi. p. iz. 
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was intercepted ; Conchillos was thrown into a 
dungeon; die herfelf confined to an apartment 
in the palace, and all her Spanilh domeftics fe- 
cluded from her prefence h 

The mortification which the difcovery of this 
intrigue occafioned to Ferdinand was much in- 
crealed by his obferving the progrefs which Phi- 
lip’s emiffaries made in Caitile. Some of the 
nobles retired to their caftles; others to the 
towns in which they had influence : they formed 
themfelves into confederacies, and began to af- 
femble their vaffals. Ferdinand’s court was almoll 
totally deferted ; not a perfon of diltinction but 
Ximenes, archbifhop of Toledo, the duke of 
Alva, and the marquis of Denia, remaining there; 
while the houfes of Philip’s ambafladors were 
daily crowded with noblemen of the higheft rank. 

Exafperated at this univerfal defection, and 
mortified perhaps with feeing all his fchemes de- 
feated by a younger politician, Ferdinand re- 
folved, in defiance of the law of nature, and of 
decency, to deprive his daughter and her polte- 
rity of the crown of Caitile, rather than renounce 
the regency of that kingdom. Flis plan for ac- 
comphlhing this was no lefs bold, than the inten- 
tion itfelf was wicked. He demanded in mar- 
riage Joanna, the fuppofed daughter of Henry 
IV., on the belief of whofe illegitimacy Ifabella’s 
right to the crown of Caitile was founded : and 
by reviving the claim of this princefs, in oppoii- 
tion to which he himfelf had formerly led armies 
and fought battles, he hoped once more to get 
pofi'effion of the throne of that kingdom. But 
Emanuel, king of Portugal, in whofe dominions 

• P. Mart. Pp. 287. Zurita Annalcs, vi. p. 14. 
Joanna 
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Joanna refided, at that time having married one 
of Ferdinand’s daughters by Ifabella, refufed his 
confent to that unnatural match; and the un- 
happy princefs herfelf, having loll all relifh for 
the objedls of ambition, by being long immured 
in a convent, difcovered no lefs averfion to itk:. 

The refources, however, of Ferdinand’s ambi- 
tion were not exhaufted. Upon meeting with a 
repulfe in Portugal, he turned towards France, 
and fought in marriage Germain de Foix, a 
daughter of the vifcount of Narbonne, and of 
Mary, the filler of Louis XII. The war which 
that monarch had carried on againll Ferdinand 
in Naples* had been fo unfortunate, that he lif- 
tened with joy to a propofal, which furnilhed 
him with an honourable pretence for concluding 
peace : and though no prince was ever more re- 
markable than Ferdinand for making all his paf- 
fions bend to the maxims of interell, or become 
fubfervient to the purpofes of ambition, yet fo 
vehement was his refentment againll his fon-in- 
law, that the defire of gratifying it rendered him 
regardlefs of every other confideration. In order 
to be revenged of Philip, by detaching Louis 
from his intereft, and in order to gain a chance 
of excluding him from his hereditary throne of 
Aragon, and the dominions annexed to it, he 
was ready once more to divide Spain into feparate 
kingdoms, though the union of thefe was the 
great glory of his reign, and had been the chief 
objeft of his ambition ; he confented to rellore 
the Neapolitan nobles of the French faction to 
their pofleffions and honours ; and fubmitted to 

k Sandov. Hilt, of Civil Wars in Caftile. Lon. 1655. p. 5. 
Zurita Annales de Aragon, tom. vi, p. 213. 

the 
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the ridicule of marrying, in an advanced age, a 
princefs of eighteen h 

The conclufion of this match, which deprived 
Philip of his only ally, and threatened him with 
the lofs of fo many kingdoms, gave him a dread- 
fid alarm, and convinced Don John Manuel that 
there was now a neceflity of taking other mea- 
fures with regard to the affairs of Spain ra. He 
accordingly inllruCted the Fiemiffi ambaffadors, 
in the court of Spain, to teftify the ftrong defire 
which their mailer had of terminating all differ- 
ences between him and Ferdinand in an amicable 
manner, and his willingnefs to confent to any 
conditions that would re-eilabliih the friendihip 
which ought to fubfdl between a father and a 
fon-in-law. Ferdinand, though he had made and 
broken more treaties than any prince of any age, 
was apt to confide fo far in the fincerity of other 
men, or to depend fo much upon his own addrefs 
and their weaknefs, as to be always extremely 
fond of a negotiation. Fie liftened with eager- 
nefs to thefe declarations, and foon concluded a 
treaty at Salamanca [Nov. 24] ; in which it was 
ilipulated, that the government of Cailile ihould 
be carried on in the joint names of Joanna, of 
Ferdinand, and of Philip ; and that the revenues 
of the crown, as well as the right of conferring 
offices, ffiould be fhared between Ferdinand and 
Philip, by an equal divifion n. 

1506.] Nothing, however, was farther from 
Philip’s thoughts than to obferve this treaty. Flis 

1 P. M?n. Ep. 290. 292. Mariana, lib. 2S. c. 16, 17. 
m P. Wait. Ep. 293. 
n Zurita Annaies de Aragon, vi. 19, P. Mart. Ep. 

293, »94* 
folc 
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foie intention in propofing it was to amufe Fer- 
dinand, and to prevent him from taking any 
meafures for obftrufting his voyage into Spain. 
It had that effeft. Ferdinand, fagacious as he 
was, did not for fome time fufpeft his defign ; 
and though when he perceived it, he prevailed 
on the king of France not only to remonftrate 
againil the archduke’s journey, but to threaten 
holtilities if he Ihould undertake it; though he 
folicited the duke of Gueldres to attack his fon- 
in-law’s dominions in the Low-Countries, Philip 
and his confort neverthelefs fet fail with a nume- 
rous fleet, and a good body of land forces. They 
were obliged, by a violent tempeft, to take fltel- 
ter in England, where Henry VII., in compliance 
with Ferdinand’s felicitations, detained them up- 
wards of three months ° ; at lait they were per- 
mitted to depart, and after a more profperous 
voyage, they arrived in fafety at Corunna in Ga- 
licia [April 28], nor durit Ferdinand attempt, 
as he had once intended, to oppofe their landing 
by force of arms. 

The Caftilian nobles, who had been obliged 
hitherto to conceal or to diifemble their fenti- 
ments, now declared openly in favour of Philip. 
From every corner of the kingdom, perfons of 
the highelt rank, with numerous retinues of their 
vaflals, repaired to their new fovereign. The 
treaty of Salamanca was univerfally condemned, 
and all agreed to exclude from the government 
of Caftile a prince, who, by confenting to disjoin 
Aragon and Naples from that crown, difeovered 
fo little concern for its true interefts. Ferdinand, 
meanwhile, abandoned by almoft all the Caftilians, 

« Ferrer. Hid, yiii, *85. 
“VOL. 11. c difconcerted 
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difconcerted by their revolt, and uncertain whe- 
ther he Ihould peaceably relinquilh his power, or 
take arms in order to maintain it, earneftly foli- 
cited an interview with his fon-in-law, who, by 
the advice of Manuel, ftudioufly avoided it. 
Convinced, at laft, by feeing the number and zeal 
of Philip’s adherents daily increafe, that it was 
vain to think of refilling fuch a torrent, Ferdi- 
nand confented, by treaty, to refign the regency 
©f Caftile into the hands of Philip [June 27J, to 
retire into his hereditary dominions of Aragon,, 
and to reft fatisfied with the mafterfhips of the 
military orders, and that lhare of the revenue of 
the Indies, which Ifabella had bequeathed to him. 
Though an interview between the princes was 
no longer necelfary, it was agreed to on both 
fides from motives of decency. Philip repaired 
to the place appointed, with a fplendid retinue 
of Caftilian nobles, and a confiderable body of 
armed men. Ferdinand appeared without any 
pomp, attended by a few followers mounted on 
mules, and unarmed. On that occaiion Don 
John Manuel had the pleafure of displaying be- 
fore the monarch, whom he had deferted, the ex- 
tenlive influence which he had acquired over his 
new mailer: while Ferdinand fuft’ered, in pre- 
fence of his former fubjedts, the two moll cruel 
mortifications which an artful and ambitious 
prince can feel; being at once over-reached in 
cyndudl, and ftripped of power P. 

Not long after [July], he retired into Aragon; 
and hoping that fome favourable accident would 
i'oon open the way for his return into Caftile, 

F Zurita Annales de Arag. vi. 64. Mar. lib. 2?. c. 19, 
20. P. Matt. Ep. 304, 305, &c. 

he 
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he took care to proteit> though with great fe- 
crecy, that the treaty concluded with his fon-in- 
law, being extorted by force, ought to be deemed 
void of all obligation 'i. 

Philip took polfefTion of his new authority with 
a youthful joy. The unhappy Joanna, from 
whom he derived it, remained, during all thefe 
contefts, under the dominion of a deep melan- 
choly ; fhe was feldom allowed to appear in pub- 
lic ; her father, though he had often defired it, 
was refufed accefs to her; and Philip’s chief 
object was to prevail on the Cortes to declare 
her incapable of government, that an undivided 
power might be lodged in his hands, until his 
fon fhould attain to full age. But fuch was the 
partial attachment of the Caftilians to their na- 
tive princefs, that though Manuel had the addrefs 
to gain fome members of the Cortes affembled 
at Valladolid, and others were willing to gratify 
their new fovereign in his firlt requeft, the great 
body of the reprefentatives refufed their confent 
to a declaration which they thought fo injurious 
to the blood of their monarchsr. They were 
unanimous, however, in acknowledging Joanna 
and Philip, queen and king of Caftile, and their 
fon Charles prince of Allurias. 

This was aim oil the only memorable event du- 
ring Philip’s adminiftration. A fever put an 
end to his life in the twenty-eighth year of his 
age [Sept. 25, 1506], when he had not enjoyed 
the regal dignity, which he had been fo eager to 
obtain, full three months’. 

S Zurita Annales de Arag. vi. p. 68. Ferrer. Hift. viii. 
290. r Zuiita Annaies de Arag. vi. p. 75, s Marian, 
lib. 28. c. 23. 
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The whole royal authority in Cailile ought of 
courfe to have devolved upon Joanna. But the 
fhock occafioned by a difafter fo unexpected as 
the death of her hulband, completed the diforder 
of her underftanding, and her incapacity for go- 
vernment. During all the time of Philip’s fick- 
nefs, no intreaty could prevail on her, though in 
the fixth month of her pregnancy, to leave him 
for a moment. When he expired, however, Ihe 
did not Ihed one tear, or utter a fingle groan. 
Her grief was filent and fettled. She continued 
to watch the dead body with the fame tendernefs 
and attention as if it had been aliver; and though 
at laft die permitted it to be buried, die foon re- 
moved it from the tomb to her own apartment. 
There it was laid upon a bed of ilate, in a fplen- 
did drefs: and having heard from fome monk a 
legendary tide of a king who revived after he had 
been dead fourteen years, die kept her eyes almofh 
conllantly fixed on the body, waiting for the 
happy moment of its return to life. Nor wras 
this capricious affeftion for her dead hufband lefs 
tindtured with jealoufy, than that which die had 
born to him while alive. She did not permit 
any of her female attendants to approach the bed 
on which his corpfe was laid; die would not 
buffer any woman who did not belong to her fa- 
mily to enter the apartment; and rather than 
grant that privilege to a midwife, though a very 
aged one had been chofen on purpofe, die bore 
the princefs Catharine without any other afiiftance 
than that of her own domeftics u. 

1 P. Mart. Ep. 316. 
'1 Mar. Hill. lib. 29, c. 3 & 5. P. Mart. Ep. 318. 324. 

328. 332. 
A woman 
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A woman in fuch a ftate of mind was little 
capable of governing a great kingdom ; and 
Joanna, who made it her foie employment to be- 
wail the lofs, and to pray for the foul of her huf- 
band, would have thought her attention to pub- 
lic affairs an impious neglect of thofe duties which 
file owed to him. But though fhe declined af- 
fuming the adminiftratian herfelf, yet by a ftrange 
caprice of jealoufy, file refufed to commit it to 
any other perfon ; and no intreaty of her fubjedts 
could perfuade her to name a regent, or even to 
iign fuch papers as were neceflary for the execu- 
tion of juilice, and the fecurity of the kingdom. 

The death of Philip threw the Caftilians into 
the great elf perplexity. It was neceffary to ap- 
pointaregent, both on accountof Joanna’s frenzy, 
and the infancy of her fon ; and as there was not 
among the nobles any perfon fo eminently diftin- 
guifhed, either by fuperiority in rank or abilities, 
as to be called by the public voice to that high 
office, all naturally turned their eyes either towards 
Ferdinand, or towards the emperor Maximilian. 
The former claimed that dignity as adminiftrator 
for his daughter, and by virtue of the teflament 
of Ifabelja; the latter thought himfelf the legal 
guardian of his grandfon, whom, on account of 
his mother’s infirmity, he already confidered as 
king of Caftile. Such of the nobility as had 
lately been moll aftive in compelling Ferdinand 
to refign the government of the kingdom, trem- 
bled at the thoughts of his being reftored fo foon 
to his former dignity. They dreaded the return 
of a monarch, not apt to forgive, and who, to 
thofe defefts with which they were already ac- 
cpiaiuted, added that refentment which the re- 

c 3 inembrancc 
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membrance of their behaviour, and reflection 
upon his own difgrace, mull naturally have ex- 
cited. Though none of thefe objections lay 
againlt Maximilian, he was aftranger to the laws 
and manners of Caltile ; he had not either troops 
or money to fupport his pretenfions ; nor could 
his claim be admitted without a public declara- 
tion of Joanna’s incapacity for government, an 
indignity to which, notwithftanding the notoriety 
of her diltemper, the delicacy of the Caftilians 
could not bear the thoughts of fubjeCiing her. 

Don John Manuel, however, and a few of the 
nobles, who coniidered themfelves as moft ob- 
noxious to Ferdinand’s difpleafure, declared for 
Maximilian, and offered to fupport his claim with 
all their intereft. Maximilian, always enterprifing 
and decifive in council, though feeble and dilatory 
in execution, eagerly embraced the offer. But 
a feries of ineffectual negotiations was the only 
confequence of this tranfaCtion. The emperor, 
as ufual, afferted his rights in a high flrain, pro- 
m fed a great deal, and performed nothing*. 

A few days before the death of Philip, Ferdi- 
nand had fet out for Naples, that, by his own 
piefence, he might put an end, with greater de- 
cency, to the viceroyalty of the great captain, 
vhofe important fervices, and cautious conduCt, 
did not fcreen him from the fufpicions of his jea- 
lous mailer. Though an account of his fon-in- 
law’s death reached him at Porto-fino, in the 
territories of Genoa, he was fo felicitous to dif- 
cover the fecret intrigues which he fuppofed the 
great captain to have been carrying on, and to 
eftablifh his own authority on a firm foundation 
* Mariana, lib. 29. c. 7. Zurita Annales de Arag. vi. 93. 

in 
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iii the Neapolitan dominions, by removing him 
from the fupreme command there, that rather 
than difcontinue his voyage, he chofe to leave 
Caftile in a Hate of anarchy, and even to rifque, 
by this delay, his obtaining pofl'eflion of the go- 
vernment of that kingdom y. 

Nothing but the great abilities and prudent 
conduct of his adherents could have prevented 
the bad effects of this abfence. At the head of 
thefe was Ximenes, archbifhop of Toledo, who, 
though he had been raifed to that dignity by 
Ifabella, contrary to the inclination of Ferdinand, 
and though he could have no expectation of en- 
joying much power under the adminittration of 
a maiter little difpofed to diftinguifli him by ex- 
traordinary marks of attention, was neverthelefs 
fo diiinterefted as to prefer the welfare of his 
country' before his own grandeur, and to declare, 
that Caftile could never be fo happily governed 
as by a prince, whom long experience had ren- 
dered thoroughly ^acquainted with its true inte 
reft. The zeal of Ximenes to bring over his 
countrymen to this opinion, induced him to 
lay afide fomewhat of his ufual aufterity and 
haughtinefs. He condefcended, on this oc- 
cafion, to court the difaffeCted nobles, and em- 
ployed addrefs, as well as arguments, to perfuade 
them. Ferdinand feconded his endeavours with 
great art; and by conceffions to feme of the 
grandees, by promifes to others, and by letters 
full of complaifance to all, he gained many of his 
moft violent opponents z. Though many cabals 

y Zurita Annales de Arag. vi, p. 85. 
z Id. p. 87. 94. log. 

were 
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were formed, and fome commotions were excited, 
yet when Ferdinand, after having fettled the af- 
fairs of Naples, arrived in Caftile [Aug. 21,1507], 
he entered upon the adminiilration without op- 
pofition. The prudence with which he exercifed 
his authority in that kingdom, equalled the good 
fortune by which he had recovered it. By a mo- 
derate, but fteady adminiftration, free from par- 
tiality and from refentment, he entirely recon- 
ciled the Caftilians to his perfon, and fecured to 
them, during the remainder of his life, as much 
domeltic tranquillity as was confiftent with the 
genius-of the feudal government, which Hill fub- 
fifted among them in full vigourd. 

Nor was the prefervation of tranquillity in his 
hereditary kingdoms, the only obligation which 
the archduke Charles owed to the wife regency 
of his grandfather ; it was his good fortune, du- 
ring that period, to have very impoitant addi- 
tions made to the dominions over which he was 
to reign. On the coaft of Bari ary, Oran, and 
other conquefts of no fmall value, were annexed 
to the crown of Caftile by Cardinal Ximenes, 
who, with a fpirit very uncommon in a monk, 
led in perfon a numerous army againft the Moors 
of that country [1509]; and, with a generofity 
and magnificence ftill more Angular, defrayed 
the whole expence of the expedition out of his 
own revenuesb. In Europe, Ferdinand, under 
pretences no lefs frivolous than unjuft, as well as 
;by artifices the moft ftiameful and treacherous, 
expelled John d’Albret, the lawful fovereign, 
from the throne of Navarre; and, feizing on 

a Maiiani, lib. 29. c. 10, b Id. lib 29. c. 18. 
^ thqt 
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that kingdom, extended the limits of the SpaniHi 
monarchy from the Pyrenees on the one hand, 
to the frontiers of Portugal on the otherc. 

It was not, however, the defire of aggrandiz- 
ing the archduke, which influenced Ferdinand in 
this, or in any other of his aftions. He was 
more apt to confider that young prince as a rival, 
who might one day wreft out of his hands the 
government of Caftile, than as a grandfon, for 
whofe intereft he was entrufted with the admini- 
ilration. This jealoufy foon begot averfion, and 
even hatred, the fymptoms of which he was at 
no pains to conceal. Hence proceeded his im- 
moderate joy when his young queen was deliver- 
ed of a fon [1509], whofe life would have de- 
prived Charles of the crowns of Aragon, Naples, 
Sicily, and Sardinia; and upon the untimely 
death of that prince, he difcovered, for the fame 
reafon, an excefiive folicitude to have other 
children. This impatience haftened, in all pro- 
bability, the acceflion of Charles to the crown 
of Spain. Ferdinand, in order to procure a blef- 
fing, of which, from his advanced age, and the in- 
temperance of his youth, he could have little 
profpedt, had recourfe to his phyficians [1513], 
and by their prefcription took one of thofe po- 
tions, which are fuppofed to add vigour to the 
conftitution, though they more frequently prove 
fatal to it. This was its effect on a frame fo fee- 
ble and exhaufted as that of Ferdinand; for 
though he furvived a violent diforder which it at 
firff occafioned, it brought on fuch an habitual 
languor and dejedtion of mind, as rendered him 
averfe from any ferious attention to public affairs, 

c Mar. lib. 30. c. 11, 12. 19. 24. 
and 
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and fond of frivolous amufements, on which he 
had not hitherto beftowed much timed. Though 
he now defpaired of having any fon of his own, 
his-jealoufy of the archduke did not abate, nor 
could he help viewing him with that averfion 
which princes often bear to their fucceflors. In 
order to gratify this unnatural paffion, he made 
a will £1515,], appointing prince Ferdinand, who, 
having been born and educated inSpain, was much 
beloved by the Spaniards, to be regent of all his 
kingdoms, until the arrival of the archduke his 
brother; and by the fame deed he fettled upon 
him the grand-mafterihip of the three military 
orders. The former of thefe grants might have 
put it in the power of the young prince to have 
■difputed the throne with his brother ; the latter 
would, in any event, have rendered him almoft 
independent of him. 

Ferdinand retained to the laft that jealous love 
of power, which was fo remarkable through his 
whole life. Unwilling even at the approach of 
death to admit a thought of relinquiihing any 
portion of his authority, he removed continually 
from place to place, in order to fly from his dif- 
temper, or to forget it. Though his ftrength 
declined every day, none of his attendants durlt 
mention his condition ; nor would he admit his 
father confeflbr, who thought fuch filence crimi- 
nal and unchriilian, into his prefence. At lait 
the-danger became fo imminent, that it could be 
no longer concealed. Ferdinand received the in- 
timation with a decent fortitude ; and touched, 
perhaps, with compunction at the injuitice which 

>1 Zuvita Annates de Arag. vi. p. 347. P. Mart. Ep. 
Argenfola Annates de Aragon, lib. i. p. 4. 

he 
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he had done his grandfon, or influenced by the 
honeft: remonftrances of Carvajal, Zapata, and 
Vargas, his moft ancient and faithful counfellors, 
who reprefented to him, that by invefting prince 
Ferdinand with the regency, he would infallibly 
entail a civil war on the two brothers, and by 
bellowing on him the grand-maflerfhip of the 
military orders, would ilrip the crown of its no- 
blelt ornament and chief llrength, he confented 
to alter his will with refpect to both thefe parti- 
culars. By a new deed he left Charles the fok 
heir of all his dominions [1516]], and allotted to 
prince Ferdinand, inftead of that throne of which 
he thought himfelf almoll fecure, an inconfider- 
able eftablilhment of fifty thoufand ducats a 
year e. He died a few hours after figning this 
will, on the twenty-third day of January, one 
thoufand five hundred and fixteen. 

Charles, to whom fuch a noble inheritance de- 
fcended by his death, was near the full age of 
fixteen. He had hitherto refided in the Low- 
Countries, his paternal dominions. Margaret of 
Aullria, his aunt, and Margaret of York, the 
filler of Edward IV. of England, and widow of 
Charles the Bold, two princefles of great virtue 
and abilities, had the care of forming his early 
youth. Upon the death of his father, the Fle- 
mings committed the government of the Low- 
Countries to his grandfather, the emperor Maxi- 
milian, with the name rather than the authority 
of regentf. Maximilian made choice of William 

e Mar. Hift. lib. 50. c, ult. Zurita Annales de Arag. 
vi. 401. P. Mart. Ep. 565, 566. Argenfola Annales de 
Arag. lib. i. p. 11. 

f Pontius Heuterus Rerum Auftiiacarum, lib. xv. Lov. 
1649. lib. vii. c. 2. p. 155. 

de 
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de Cray lord of Chievres to fuperintend the edu- 
cation of the young prince his grandfon s. That 
nobleman polfelfed, in an eminent degree, the 
talents which fitted him for fuch an important 

office, 

* The French hiftorians, upon the authority of M. de 
Bellay, Mem. p. 11. have unanimoufly aflerted, that Phi- 
lip, by his laft will, having appointed the king of France to 
have the ditedlion of his fon’s education, Louis XII. with a 
difintereltednefs fuitable to the confidence repcfed in him, 
named Chievres for that office. Even the prefident Henaut 
has adopted this opinion. Abrege Chrcn. A. D. 1507. 
Varillas, in his ufual manner, pretends to have feen Philip’s 
teftament. Prac. del’Education des Princes, p. 16. But the 
Spaniffi, German, and Flemiih hiftorians concur in contra- 
difting this alfertion of the French authors. It appears 
from Heuterus, a contemporary Flemiffi hiftorian of great 
authority, that Louis Xll. by confenting to the marriage of 
Germaine de Foix with Ferdinand, had loll much of that 
confidence which Philip once placed in him; that this dif- 
guft was increafed by the French king’s giving in marriage to 
the count of Angouleme his eldeft daughter, whom he had 
formerly betrothed to Charles; Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. v. 
151 : That the French, a Ihort time before Philip’s death, 
had violated the peace which fubfilted between them and the 
Flemings, and Philip had complained of this injury, and was 
ready to relent it. Heuter. ibid. All thefe circumfiances 
render it improbable that Philip, who made his will a few 
da;s before he died, Heuter. p. 152. ffiould commit the edu- 
cation of his fon to Louis XII. In confirmation of thefe 
plaufible conjedlures, pofitive teflimony can be produced. It 
appears from Heuterus, that Philip, when he fet out for 
Spain, had entrufted Chievres both with the care of his fon’s 
education, and with the government of his dominions in the 
Low-Countries. Heuter. lib. vii. p. 153. That an attempt 
was made, foon after Philip’s death, to have the emperor 
Maximilian appointed regent, during the minority of his 
grandfon; but this being oppofed, Chievres feems to have 
continued to difcharge both the offices which Philip had com- 
mitted to him. Heut. ibid. 153. 155. That in the begin- 
ning of the year 1508, the Flemings invited Maximilian to 
accept of the regency; to which h? confented, and appointed 



I516.] EMPEROR HARLES V. 2y 
office, and difeharged the duties of it with great 
fidelity. Under Chievres, Adrian of Utrecht 
afted as preceptor. This preferment, which open- 
ed his way to the higheft dignities an eccleliaitic 
can attain, he owed not to his birth, for that was 
extremely mean ; nor to his intereft, for he was 
a ilranger to the aits of a court: but to the opi- 
nion which his countrymen entertained of his 
learning. He was indeed no inconfiderable pro- 
ficient in thofe frivolous fciences, which, during 
feveral centuries, affumed the name of philofo- 
phy, and had publiihed a commentary, which 
was highly elteemed, upon The Book of Sentences, 
a famous treatife of Petrus Lombardus, coniider- 
ed at that time as the Itandard fyllem of me- 
taphyfical theology. But whatever admiration 
thefe procured him in an illiterate age, it was 
foon found that a man accuftomed to the retire- 
ment of a college, unacquainted with the world, 
and without any tinfture of tafte or elegance, 
was by no means qualified for rendering fcience 
agreeable to a young prince. Charles, accord- 
ingly, difeovered an early averfion to learning, 
and an exceffive fondnefs for thofe violent and 
martial exercifes, to excel in which was the chief 
pride, and almolt the only lludy of perfons of 
rank in that age. Chievres encouraged this 

his daughter, Margaret, together with a council of Flemings, 
toexerciie the fupreme authority, when he himfelf ihould, at 
any time, be ablent. He likewife named Chievres as govern- 
or, and Adrian of Utrecht as preceptor to his fon. Heut. 
ibid. 155. 157. What Heuterus relates with refpeft to this 
matter is confirmed by Moringus in Vita Adrian! apud Ana- 
lecta Cafp. Burmanni de Adriano, cap. 10. by Barlandus 
Chronic Brabant, ibid. p. 25. and by Harseus Annal. Brab. 
to), ii. 520, &c. 

TOL. 11. tafte, T) 
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taiie, either from a defire of gaining his pupil 
by indulgence, or from too flight an opinion of 
the advantages of literary accompliihments h. He 
inilrufted him, however, with great care in the 
arts of government; he made him ftudy the hif- 
tory not only of his own kingdoms, but of thofe 
with which they were connefted ; he accuftomed 
him, from the time of his affuming the govern- 
ment of Flanders in the year one thoufand five 
hundred and fifteen, to attend to bufinefs ; he 
perfuaded hi in to perufe all papers relating to 
public affairs ; to be prefent at the deliberations 
of his privy-counfellors, and to propofe to them 
himfelf thofe matters, concerning which he re- 
quired their opinion *. From fuch an education, 
Charles contrafted habits of gravity and recol- 
leftion which fcarcely fuited his time of life. 
The firft openings of his genius did not indicate 
that fuperiority which its maturer age difplay- 
ed k. He did not difcover in his youth the im- 
petuofity of fpirit which commonly u fliers in an 
aftive and enterprifing manhood. Nor did his 
early obfequioufnefs to Chievres, and his other 
favourites, promife that capacious and deciiive 
judgment, which afterwards direfted the affairs 
of one half of Europe. But his fubjefts, dazzled 
with the external accomplifhments of a graceful 
figure and manly addrefs, and viewing his cha- 
rafter with that partiality which is always {hewn 
to princes during their youth, entertained fan- 

*> Jovii Vita Adrian!, p. 9T. Struvii Corpus Hit. Germ, 
ii. 967. P. Heuter. Rer. Aulir. lib. vii. c. 3. p 157. 

* Memoires de Bellay, Svo. Par. 1573. p. II. P. Heuter. 
lib. viii. c. i. p. 1^4, 

k P. Martyr, Ep. 569. 655. 
gume 
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guine hopes of his adding luflre to thofe crowns 
which defeended to him by the death of Ferdi- 
nand. 

The kingdoms of Spain, as is evident from 
the view which I have given of their political 
conftitution, were at that time in a fituation 
which required an adminiftration no lefs vigorous 
than prudent. The feudal inftitutions, which 
had been introduced into all its different pro- 
vinces by the Goths, the Suevi, and the Van- 
dals, iubfifted in great force. The nobles, who 
were powerful and warlike, had long poffefTed all 
the exorbitant privileges which thefe inftitutions 
veiled in their order. The cities in Spain were 
more numerous and more conliderable, than the 
genius of feudal government, naturally unfavour- 
able to commerce and to regular police, feemed 
to admit. The perfonal rights, and political 
influence, which the inhabitants of thefe cities 
had acquired, were extenfive. The royal prero- 
gative, circumfcribed by the privileges of the no- 
bility, and by the pretenfions of the people, was 
confined within very narrow limits. Under fuch 
a form of government, the principles of difeord 
were many; the bond of union was extremely 
feeble ; and Spain felt not only all the inconve- 
niences occafioned by the defeats in the feudal 
fyftem, but was expofed to diforders arifing from 
the peculiarities in its own conftitution. 

During the long adminiftration of Ferdinand, 
r.o internal commotion, it is true, had arifen in 
Spain. His fuperior abilities had enabled him 
to raftrain the turbulence of the nobles, and to 
moderate the jealoufy of the commons. By the 
wifdom of his domeitic government, by the fa- 

» 2 gacity 
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gacity with which he conducted his foreign ope- 
rations, and by the high opinion that his fub- 
jedts entertained of both, he had preferved among 
them a degree of tranquillity, greater than was 
natural to a conllitution, in which the feeds of 
difcord 'and diforder were fo copioufly mingled. 
But, by the death of Ferdinand, thefe rellraints 
were at once withdrawn ; and faction and dif- 
content, from being long reprelfed, were ready 
to break out with iiercer animofity. 

In order to prevent thefe evils, Ferdinand had 
in his laft will taken a molt prudent precaution, 
by appointing cardinal Ximenes, archbifhop of 
Toledo, to be foie regent of Caltile, until the ar- 
rival of his grandfon in Spain. The Angular 
character of this man, and the extraordinary 
qualities which marked him out for that office at 
fuch a juncture, merit a particular defcription. 
He was defcended of an honourable, not of a 
wealthy family ; and the circumftances of his pa- 
rents, as well as his own inclinations, having de- 
termined him to enter into the church, he early 
obtained benehces of great value, and which 
placed him in the way of the higheit preferment. 
All thefe, however, he renounced at once; and 
after undergoing a very fevere noviciate, aflumed 
the habit of St. Francis in a monalteryof Obfer- 
vantine friars, one of the molt rigid orders in 
the Romiffi church. There he loon became 
eminent for his uncommon aullerity of manners, 
and for thofe exceffes of fuperilitious devotion, 
which are the proper characterillics of the monaf- 
tic life. But notwithftanding thefe extrava- 
gances, to which weak and enthuiiaftic minds 
alone are ufuallv prone, his underltanding, natu- 
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rally penetrating and decifive, retained its full 
vigour, and acquired him fuch great authority in 
his own order, as raifed him to be their provin- 
cial. His reputation for fanctity foon procured 
him the office of father-confeflor to queen Ifa- 
bella, which he accepted with the utmoft reluc- 
tance. He preferved in a court the fame aufteri- 
ty of manners which had dillinguiflied him in the 
cloifter. He continued to make all his journies 
on foot; he fubfifted only upon alms; his adts 
of mortification were as fevere as ever, and his 
penances as rigorous. Ifabella, pleafed with her 
choice, conferred on him, not long after, the 
archbifhopric of Toledo, wdiich, next to the pa- 
pacy, is the ridled dignity in the church of 
Rome. This honour he declined with a firm- 
nefs, which nothing but the authoritative in- 
junction of the pope was able to overcome. Nor 
did this height of promotion change his manners. 
Though obliged to difplay in public that magni- 
ficence which became his dation, he himfelf re- 
tained his monadic feveiity. Under his ponti- 
fical robes he conftantly wore the coarfe frock of 
St. Francis, the rents in which he ufed to patch 
with his own hands. He at no time ufed linen ; 
bat was commonly clad in hair-cloth. He flept 
always in his habit, mod frequently on the 
ground, or on boards, rarely in a bed. He did 
not tade any of the delicacies which appeared at 
his table, but fatisfied himfelf with that fimple 
diet which the rule of his order prefcribed *. 
Notwithdanding thefe peculiarities, fo oppofite 
to the manners of the world, he poffeffed a tho- 

1 Hiftoire de radminiftration du Card. Ximtn. par Mich. 
Baudier, 4(0. 1635. P' I3‘ 

I) 3 rough 
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rough knowledge of its affairs ; and no fooner 
was he called by his ftation, and by the high 
opinion which Ferdinand and Ifabella entertain- 
ed of him, to take a principal (hare in the admi- 
niftration, than he difplayed talents for bufinefs, 
which rendered the fame of his wifdom equal to 
that of his fanftity. His political conduft, re- 
markable for the boldnefs and originality of all 
his plans, flowed from his real charadter, and 
partook both of its virtues and its defefts. His 
extenfive genius fuggefted to him fchemes vafl: 
and magnificent. Confcious of the integrity of 
his intentions, he purfued thefe with unremitting 
and undaunted firmnefs. Accuftomed from his 
early youth to mortify his own pafiions, he (hew- 
ed little indulgence towards thofe of other men. 
Taught by his fyftem of religion to check even 
his moll innocent defires, he was the enemy of 
every thing to which he could affix the name of 
elegance or pleafure. Though free from any fuf- 
picion of cruelty, he difcovered, in all his com- 
merce with the world, a fevere inflexibility of 
mind, and auflerity of charadter, peculiar to the 
monallic profeffion, and which can hardly be 
conceived in a country where that is unknown. 

Such was the man to whom Ferdinand com- 
mitted the regency of Callile ; and though Xi- 
menes was then near fourfeore, and perfedtly ac- 
quainted with the labour and difficulty of the of- 
fice, his natural intrepidity of mind, and zeal for 
the public good, prompted him to accept of it 
without hefitation. Adrian of Utrecht, who had 
been fent into Spain a few months before the 
death of Ferdinand, produced full powers from 
the archduke to affume the name and authority 
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of regent, upon the demife of his grandfather; 
but fuch was the averfion of the Spaniards to the 
government of a ftranger, and fo unequal the 
abilities of the two competitors, that Adrian’s 
claim would at once have been rejefted, if Xi- 
menes himfelf, from complaifance to his new maf- 
ter, had not confented to acknowledge him as 
regent, and to carry on the government in con- 
jundtion with him. By this, however, Adrian 
acquired a dignity merely nominal. Ximenes, 
though he treated him with great decency, and 
even refpedt, retained the w'hole power in his 
own hands*1. 

The cardinal’s firft care was to obferve the 
motions of the infant Don Ferdinand, who, hav- 
ing been flattered wuth fo near a profpedf of fu- 
preme power, bore the difappointment of his 
hopes with greater impatience than a prince at a 
period of life fo early could have been fuppofed 
to feel. Ximenes, under pretence of providing 
more effectually for his fafety, removed him from 
Gaudaloupe, the place in which he had been 
educated, to Madrid, where he fixed the refi- 
dence of the court. There he wras under the 
cardinal’s own eye, and his conduft, with that 
of his domeftics, was watched with the utmoft at- 
tention ". 

The fiift intelligence he received from the 
I.ow-Countries, gave greater difquiet to the car- 
dinal, and convinced him how difficult a talk it 
would be to conduct the affairs of an unexpe- 

m Gometius de reb. geft. Ximenii, p. 150. fol. Compl. 
,569- . . 

n Mimana Contm. Marian*, lib. I. c. 2. Gaudier, Hift. 
de Ximenes, p. > i2. 
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rienced prince, under the influence of counfellors 
unacquainted with the laws and manners of 
Spain. No fooner did the account of Ferdi- 
nand’s death reach Bruflels, than Charles, by 
the advice of his Flemiih minifters, refolved to 
afl'ume the title of king. By the laws of Spain, 
the foie right to the crowns, both of Caftile and 
of Aragon, belonged to Joanna; and though 
her infirmities difqualified her from governing, 
this incapacity had not been declared byany public 
a<St of the Cortes in either kingdom : fo that the 
Spaniards confidered this refolution, not only as 
a direft violation of their privileges, but as an 
unnatural ufurpation in a fon on the prerogatives 
of a mother, towards whom, in her piefent un- 
happy fituation, he manifefted a lefs delicate re- 
gard than her fubjefts had always expreffed °. 
The Flemifh court, however, having prevailed 
both on the pope and on the emperor to addrefs 
letters to Charles as king of Caftile ; the former 
of whom, it was pretended, had a right, as head 
qf the church, and the latter, as head of the em- 
pire, to confer this title ; inftruftions were fent 
to Ximenes, to prevail on the Spaniards to ac- 
knowledge it. Ximenes, though he had earneft- 
ly remonllrated againft the meafure, as no lefs 
unpopular than unneceflary, refolved to exert 
all his authority and credit in carrying it into ex- 
ecution, and immediately aflembled iuch of the 
nobles as were then at court. What Charles re- 
quired was laid before them; and when, inftead 
of complying with his demands, they began to 
murmur againft fuch an unprecedented encroach- 
ment on their privileges, and to talk high of the 

9 P. Mart. Ep. 568. 
rights 
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rights of Joanna, and their oath of allegiance to 
her, Ximenes haftily interpofed, and, with that 
firm and decifive tone which was natural to him, 
told them that they were not called now to deli- 
berate, but to obey; that their fovereign did not 
apply to them for advice, but expected fubmif- 
fion ; and “ this day,” added he, “ Charles (hall 
be proclaimed king of Caftile in Madrid; and the 
reft of the cities, I doubt not, will follow its ex- 
ample.” On the fpot he gave orders for that pur- 
pofePf April 13] ; and notwithftanding the novelty 
of the practice, and the fecret difcontentsof many 
perfons of diftinftion, Charles’s title was univer- 
fally recognized. In Aragon, where the privi- 
leges of the fubjeft were more extenfive, and the 
abilities as well as authority of the archbifhop of 
Saragofta, whom Ferdinand had appointed re- 
gent, were far inferior to thofe of Ximenes, the 
fame obfequioufnefs to the will of Charles did 
not appear, nor was he acknowledged there un- 
der any other character but that of prince until 
his arrival in Spain ‘I. 

Ximenes, though pofieffed only of delegated 
power, which, from his advanced age, he could 
rot expeft to enjoy long, affumed, together with 
the character of regent, all the ideas natural to a 
monarch, and adopted fchemes for extending the 
regal authority, which he purfued with as much 
intrepidity and ardour, as if he himfelf had been 
to reap the advantages refulting from their fuc- 
cefs. The exorbitant piivileges of the Caftilian 
nobles circumfcribed the prerogative of the prince 
within very narrow limits. Thefe privileges the 

P Gomeiius, p. 152, &c. Eaudier, Hilt, de Ximen. p. 
I2j. 1 P. Mart. Ep. 572. 
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cardinal confidered as fo many unjuft extortions 
from the crown, and determined to abridge them. 
Dangerous as the attempt was, there were cir- 
cumilances in his fituation, which promifed him 
greater fuccefs than any king of Caftile could 
have expedled. His ftri£t and prudent oeconomy 
of his archiepifcopal revenues furnifhed him with 
more ready money than the crown could at any 
time command; the fanctity of his manners, his 
charity and munificence, rendered him the idol 
of the people ; and the nobles themfelves, not 
fufpedting any danger from him, did not obferve 
his motions with the fame jealous attention, as 
they would have watched thofe of one of their 
monarchs. 

Immediately upon his accefiion to the regency, 
feveral of the nobles, fancying that the reins of 
government would of confequence be fomewhat 
relaxed, began to aflemble their vaffals, and to 
profecute, by force of arms, private quarrels and 
pretenfions, which the authority of Ferdinand 
had obliged them to diffemble, or to relinquiih. 
But Ximenes, who had taken into pay a good 
body of troops, oppofed and defeated all their 
defigns with unexpected vigour and facility ; and 
though he did not treat the authors of thefe dif- 
orders with any cruelty, he forced them to acts 
of fubmiffion, extremely mortifying to the haugh- 
ty fpirit of Caftilian grandees. 

But while the cardinal’s attacks were confined 
to individuals, and every aft of rigour was jufti- 
fied by the appearance of neccffity, founded on 
the forms of juftice, and tempered with a mixture 
of lenity, there was fcarcely room for jealoufy or 
complaint. It was not fo with his next meafure, 

which. 
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■which, by ftriking at a privilege efTential to the 
nobility, gave a general alarm to the whole order. 
By the feudal conllitution, the military power 
was lodged in the hands of the nobles, and men 
of an inferior condition were called into the field 
only as their vaffals, and to follow their banners. 
A king, with fcanty revenues, and a limited pre- 
rogative, depended on thefe potent barons, in all 
his operations. It was with their forces he at- 
tacked his enemies, and with them he defended 
his kingdom. While at the head of troops at- 
tached warmly to their own immediate lords, and 
accuitomed to obey no other commands, his au- 
thority was precarious, and his efforts feeble. 
From this ftate Ximenes refolved to deliver the 
crow n ; and as mercenary Handing armies were 
unknowm under the feudal government,and would 
have been odious to a martial and generous peo- 
ple, he iffued a proclamation, commanding every 
city in Caftile to enroll a certain number of its 
burgeffes, in order that they might be trained to 
the ufe of arms on Sundays and holidays ; he en- 
gaged to provide officers to command them at 
the public expence ; and as an encouragement to 
the private men, promifed them an exemption 
from all taxes and impofitions. The frequent 
incurfions of the Moors from Africa, and the ne- 
ceffity of having fome force always ready to op- 
pofe them, furniffied a plaufible pretence for this 
innovation. The objeft really in view was to fe- 
cure the king a body of troops independent of 
his barons, and which might ferve to counterba- 
lance their powerr. The nobles were not flow 
in perceiving wdiat was his intention, and faw 

1 Minianse Continuatio Mariana;, fol. Hag. 1733. p- 3. 
how 
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how effectually the fcheme which he had adopt- 
ed would accomplifh his end; but as a meafure 
which had the pious appearance of refilling the 
progrefs of the infidels was extremely popular, 
and as any oppofition to it, arifing from their or- 
der alone, would have been imputed wholly to 
interefted motives, they endeavoured to excite the 
cities themfelves to refufe obedience, and to in- 
veigh againft the proclamation as inconfiftent 
with their charters and privileges. In confe- 
quence of their mitigations, Burgos, Valladolid, 
and feveral other cities, rofe in open mutiny. 
Some of the grandees declared themfelves their 
proteftors. Violent remonltrances were prefent- 
ed to the king. His Flemilh counfellors were 
alarmed. Ximenes alone continued firm and un- 
daunted ; and partly by terror, partly by entrea- 
ty ; by force in fome inftances, and by forbear- 
ance in others ; he prevailed on all the refraCtory 
cities to comply5. During his adminillration, 
he continued to execute his plan with vigour; 
but foon after his death it was entirely dropped. 

His fuccefs in this fcheme for reducing the 
exorbitant power of the nobility, encouraged him 
to attempt a diminution of their polfelfions, 
which were no lefs exorbitant. During the con- 
tefts and diforders infeparable from the feudal 
government, the nobles, ever attentive to their 
own interelt, and taking advantage of the weak- 
nefs or diltrefs of their monarchs, had feized 
fome parts of the royal demefnes, obtained grants 
of others, and having gradually wrelted almoll 
the whole out of the hands of the prince, had 
annexed them to their own eftates. The titles, 

s P. Mart. Ep. 556, &c. Cornelius, p. 160, &c. 
by 
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by which moft of the grandees held thefe lands, 
were extremely defective ; it was from fome fuc- 
cefsful ufurpation, which the crown had been too 
feeble to difpute, that many derived their only 
claim to poffefiion. An inquiry carried back to 
the origin of thefe encroachments, which were 
almoft coeval with the feudal fyftem, was im- 
pradb'cable ; and as it would have ftripped every 
nobleman in Spain of great part of his lands, it 
mull have excited a general revolt. Such a ftep 
was too bold, even for the enterprifing genius of 
Ximenes. He confined himfelf to the reign of 
Ferdinand; and beginning with the penfions 
granted during that time, refufed to make any 
farther payment, becaufe all right to them ex- 
pired with his life. He then called to account 
fuch as had acquired crown lands under the ad- 
miniftration of that monarch, and at once re- 
fumed whatever he had alienated. The effefts 
of thefe revocations extended to many perfons of 
high rank; for though Ferdinand was a prince 
of little generofity, yet he and Ifabella having 
been railed to the throne of Callile by a powerful 
faction of the nobles, they were obliged to re- 
ward the zeal of their adherents, with great libe- 
rality, and the royal demefnes were their only 
fund for that purpofe. The addition made to 
the revenue of the crown by thefe revocations, 
together with his own frugal oeconomy, enabled 
Ximenes not only to diicharge all the debts 
which Ferdinand had left, and to remit confider- 
able fums to Flanders, but to pay the officers of 
his new militia, and to eftablifh magazines not 
only more numerous, but better furnifhed with 
artillery, arms, and warlike itores, than Spain 

yoe. il»- e had 
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had ever poffeffed in any former ageThe pru- 
dent and difinterefted application of thefe fums, 
was a full apology to the people for the rigour 
with which they were exadled. 

The nobles, alarmed at thefe repeated attacks, 
began to think of precautions for the fafety of 
their order. Many cabals were formed, loud 
complaints were uttered, and defperate refolu- 
tions taken; but before they proceeded to extre- 
mities, they appointed fome of their number to 
examine the powers in confequence of which the 
cardinal exercifed afts of fuch high authority. 
The admiral of Caftile, the duke de Infantado, 
and the Conde de Bencvento, grandees of the 
firft rank, were entruited with this commiffion. 
Ximenes received them with cold civility, and in 
anfvver to their demand, produced the teftament 
of Ferdinand by which he was appointed regent, 
together with the ratification of that deed by 
Charles. To both thefe they obje&ed; and he 
endeavoured to eltablilh their validity. As the 
converfation grew warm, he led them infenllbly 
towards a balcony, from which they had a view 
of a large body of troops under arms, and of a 
formidable train of artillery. “ Behold,” fays he, 
pointing to thefe and railing his voice, “ the 
powers which I have received from his Catholic 
majefty. With thefe I govern Caftile ; and with 
thefe I will govern it, until the king your mafter 
and mine takes poffeffion of his kingdom u.” A 
declaration fo bold and haughty filenced them, 
and aftoniihed their aflbeiates. To take arms 
againft a man aware of his danger, and prepared 

1 Flechier Vie de Ximen. ii. 600. 
« Fitch, ii. 551. Ferraras, Hift. viii. 433. 

for 



'%s
>>v

vv 

vbi.n Fane 38 

Published Ifai'di by CeuUU 8e Davicj.Strand. 





I516.] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 39 
for his defence, was what defpair alone would 
dictate. All thoughts of a general confederacy 
againlt the cardinal’s adminiftration were laid 
aiide ; and except from fome flight commotions, 
excited by the private refentment of particular 
noblemen, the tranquillity of Caftile fuffered no 
interruption. 

It was not only from the oppofition of the 
Spanifh nobility that obflaeles arofe to the execu- 
tion of the cardinal’s fchemes ; he had a condant 
ftruggle to maintain with the Flemiflr minifters, 
who, prefuming upon their favour with the young 
king, aimed at diredting the affairs of Spain, as 
well as thofe of their own country. Jealous of 
the great abilities and independent fpirit of Xi- 
menes, they confidered him rather as a rival who 
might circumfcribe their power, than as a mi- 
nifter, who by his prudence and vigour was add- 
ing to the grandeur and authority of their mafter. 
Every complaint againft his adminiftration was 
liftened to with pleafure by the courtiers in the 
Low-Countries. Unneceffary obftruftions were 
thrown by their means in the way of all his mea- 
fures; and though they could not, either with 
decency or fafety, deprive him of the office of 
regent, they endeavoured to leffen his authority 
by dividing it. They foon difcovered that Adrian 
of Utrecht, already joined with him in office, had 
neither genius nor fpirit fufficient to give the leaft 
check to his proceedings; and therefore Charles, 
by their advice, added to the commiffion of re- 
gency La Chau, a Flemifh gentleman, and after- 
wards Amerftorf, a nobleman of Holland; the 
former diftinguilhed for his addrefs, the latter 
for his firmnefs. Ximenes, though no ft ranger 

E 2 to 
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to the malevolent intention of the Flemifh cour- 
tiers, received thefe new a'.fociates with all the 
external marks of diltinciion due to the office 
with whicn they were inverted; but when they 
came to enter upon bufmefs, he abated nothing of 
that air of fuperiority with which he had treated 
Adrian, and ftill retained the foie diredtion of 
affairs. The Spaniards, more averfe, perhaps, than 
any other people, to the government of rtrangers, 
approved of all his efforts to preferve his own 
authority. Even the nobles, influenced by this 
national paffion, and forgetting their jealoufies 
and difcontents, chofe rather to fee the fupreme 
power in the hands of one of their countrymen, 
whom they feared, than in thofe of foreigners, 
whom they hated. 

Ximenes, though engaged in fuch great fchemes 
of domertic policy, and embarraffed by the ar- 
tifices and intrigues of the Flemiffi minifters, had 
the burden of two foreign wars to fupport. The 
one was in Navarre, which was invaded by its 
unfortunate monarch, John d’Albretr The 
death of Ferdinand, the abfence of Charles, the 
difcord and difaffedtion which reigned among 
the Spanifli nobles, feemed to prefent him with 
a favourable opportunity of recovering his do- 
minions. The cardinal’s vigilance, however, 
defeated a meafure fo well concerted. As he 
forefaw the danger to which that kingdom might 
be expofed, one of his firft afts of adminiftra- 
tion was to order thither a confiderabie body of 
troops. While the king was employed with one 
part of his army in the fiege of St. Jean Pied en 
Port, Villalva, an officer of great experience and 
courage, attacked the other by furprife, and cut 
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it to pieces. The king inftantly retreated with 
precipitation, and an end was put to the war x. 
But as Navarre was filled at that time with towns 
and caftles flightly fortified, and weakly garri- 
foned, which being unable to refill an enemy, 
ferved only to furnifh him with places of retreat; 
Ximenes, always bold and decifive in his mea- 
fures, ordered every one of thefe to be difman- 
tled, except Pampeluna, the fortifications of 
which he propofed to render very ftrong. To 
this uncommon precaution Spain owes the 
pofielTion of Navarre. The French, fince that 
period, have often entered, and have as often 
overrun the open country ; while they were ex- 
pofed to all the inconveniencies attending an 
invading army, the Spaniards have eafily drawn 
troops from the neighbouring provinces to op- 
pofe them; and the French having no place of any 
llrength to which they could retire, have been 
obliged repeatedly to abandon their conquelt with 
as much rapidity as they gained it. 

The other war which he carried on in Africa, 
againft the famous adventurer Horuc Barbarolfa, 
who, from a private corfair, railed himfelf, by 
his lingular valour and addrefs, to be king of 
Algiers and Tunis, was far from being equally 
fuccefsful. The ill conduft of the Spanilh ge- 
neral, and the ralh valour of his troops, prefented 
Barbaroffa with an eafy victory. Many perilhed 
in the battle, more in the retreat, and the re- 
mainder returned into Spain covered with infa* 
jny. The magnanimity, however, with which 
the cardinal bore this difgrace, the only one he 
experienced during his adminiftration, added new 

* P. Mart. Ep. J70, 
E 3 luftre 
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luftre to his charafter ?. Great compofure of 
temper under a difappointment, was not expefted 
from a man fo remarkable for the eagernefs and 
impatience with which he urged on the execution 
of all his fchemes. 

This difairer was foon forgotten ; while the 
condutl of the Flemiili court proved the caufe of 
conftant uneafinefs, not only to the cardinal, 
but to the whole Spanifh nation. All the great 
qualities of Chievres, the prime minifter and fa- 
vourite of the young king, were fullied with an 
ignoble and fordid avarice. The acceffion of his 
mailer to the crown of Spain, opened a new and 
copious fource for the gratification of this paf- 
fion. During the time of Charles’s reiidence in 
Flanders, the whole tribe of pretenders to of- 
fices or to favour reforted thither. They foon 
difcovered that, without the patronage of 
Chievres, it was vain to hope for preferment; 
nor did they want fagacity to find out the pro- 
per method of fecuring his protection. Great 
iums of money were drawn out of Spain. Every 
thing was venal, and difpofed of to the higheil 
bidder. After the example of Chievres, the 
inferior Flemiili minilters engaged in this traffic, 
which became as general and avowed, as it was 
infamous z. The Spaniards were filled with rage 
when they beheld offices of great importance to 
the welfare of their country, fet to fale by 
flrangers, unconcerned for its honour or its 
happinefs. Ximenes, difinterefted in his whole 
adminiftration, and a ilranger, from his native 
grandeur of mind, to the paffion of avarice, 

Y Gometius, lib. vi. p. 179. 
2 Miniana, Cootin. 1, i. c. 2. 
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inveighed with the utmoft boldnefs againft: the 
venality of the Flemings. He reprefented to 
the king, in ftrong terms, the murmurs and 
indignation which their behaviour excited among 
a free and high-fpirited people, and befought him 
to fet out without lofs of time for Spain, that, 
by his prefence, he might dillipate the clouds 
which were gathering all over the kingdom a. 

Charles was fully fenfible that he had delayed 
too long to take poffeffion of his dominions in 
Spain. Powerful obftacles, however, flood in 
his way, and detained him in the Low-Countries. 
The war which the league of Cambray had 
kindled in Italy, ftill fublifted ; though during 
its courfe, the armies of all the parties engaged 
in it had changed their deftination and their 
objects. France was now in alliance with Ve- 
nice, which it had at firft combined to deftroy. 
Maximilian and Ferdinand had for fome years 
carried on hoflilities againft France, their original 
ally, to the valour of whofe troops the confederacy 
had been indebted in a great meafure for its 
fuccefs. Together with his kingdoms, Ferdinand 
tranfmitted this war to his grandfon ; and there 
was reafon to expedf that Maximilian, always 
fond of new enterprifes, would perfuade the 
young monarch to enter into it with ardour. 
But the Flemings, who had long pofleffed an 
extenfive commerce, which, during the league of 
Cambray, had grown to a great height upon the 
ruins of the Venetian trade, dreaded a rupture 
with France ; and Chievres, fagacious to difcern 
the true intereft of his country, and not warped 
on this occafion by his love of wealth, warmly 

* P. Mart. £p. 576. 
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declared for maintaining peace with the French 
nation. Francis I. deflitute of allies) and feli- 
citous to fecure his late conquefts in Italy by a 
treaty, liftened with joy to the firft overtures of 
accommodation. Chievres himfelf conduced the 
negotiation in the name of Charles. Gouffier 
appeared as plenipotentiary for Francis. Each 
of them had preiided over the education of the 
prince whom he reprefented. They had both 
adopted the fame pacific fyftem ; and were equally 
perfuaded that the union of the two monarchs 
was the happieft event for themfelves, as well as 
for their kingdoms. In fuch hands the negoti- 
ation did not languifh. A few days after open- 
ing their conferences at Noyon, they concluded 
a treaty of confederacy and mutual defence be- 
tween the two monarchs [Aug. 13, 1516] ; the 
chief articles in which were, that Francis ihould 
give in marriage to Charles his eldeft daughter, 
the princefs Louife, an infant of a year old, and 
as her dowry, fhould make over to him all his 
claims and pretenfions upon the kingdom of Na- 
ples ; that, in confideration of Charles’s being 
already in poffefiion of Naples, he fhould, until 
the accompliihment of the marriage, pay an 
hundred thoufand crowns a year to the French 
king; and the half of that fum annually, as 
long as the princefs had no children ; that when 
Charles fhall airive in Spain, the heirs .of the 
king of Navarre may reprefent to him their right 
to that kingdom ; and if, after examining their 
claim, he does not give them fatisfach'on, Francis 
fhall be at liberty to aflilt them with all his forces h. 

b Leonard Recueil des Traitez, tom, ii. 69. 
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This alliance not only united Charles and Fran- 
cis, but obliged Maximilian, who was unable 
alone to cope with the French and Venetians, to 
enter into a treaty with thofe powers, which put 
a final period to the bloody and tedious war that 
the league of Cambrayhad occafioned. Europe 
enjoyed a few years of univerfal tranquillity, and 
was indebted for that bleffing to two princes, 
whofe rivalITiip and ambition kept it in perpetual 
difcord and agitation during the remainder of 
their reigns. 

By the treaty of Noyon, Charles fecured a 
fafe pafiage into Spain. It was not, however, 
the intereft of his Flemifh minifters, that he 
fhould vifit that kingdom foon. While he re- 
fided in Flanders, the revenues of the Spanifit 
crown were fpent there, and they engroffed, 
without any competitors, all the effects of their 
monarch’s generofity ; their country became the 
feat of government, and all favours were dipenfed 
by them. Of all thefe advantages they run the 
rifque of feeing themfelves deprived, from the 
■moment that their fovereign entered Spain. 
The Spaniards would naturally affume the direc- 
tion of their own affairs ; the Low-Countries 
would be confidered only as a province of that 
mighty monarchy ; and they who now diflributed 
the favours of the prince to others, muft then be 
content to receive them from the hands of 
ftrangers. But what Chievres chiefly wifhed to 
avoid was, an interview between the king and 
Ximenes. On the one hand, the wifdom, the 
integrity, and the magnanimity of that prelate, 
gave him a wonderful afcendant over the minds 
of men ; and it was extremely probable, that thefe 



46 THE REIGN OF THE B. I. 
great qualities, added to the reverence due to his 
age and office, would command the refpedt of a 
young prince, who, capable of noble and gene- 
rous fentiments himfelf, would, in proportion to 
his admiration of the cardinal’s virtues, leffen his 
deference towards perfons of another charafter. 
Or, on the other hand, if Charles ffiould allow 
his Flemiffi favourites to retain all the influence 
over his councils which they at prefent pofiefled, 
it was eafy to forefee that the cardinal would 
remonftrate loudly againft fuch an indignity to 
the Spanifli nation, and vindicate the rights of 
his country with the fame intrepidity and fuc- 
cefs, with which he had aflerted the prerogatives 
of the crown. Forthefe reafons, all his Flemifh 
counfellors combined to retard his departure ; 
and Charles, unfufpicious, from want of experi- 
ence, and fond of this native country, fuffered 
himfelf to be unneceffarily detained in the Ne- 
therlands a whole year after figning the treaty 
of Noyon. 

1517.] The repeated entreaties of Ximenes, 
the advice of his grandfather Maximilian, and 
the impatient murmurs of his Spanifh fubjefts, 
prevailed on him at laft to embark. He was at- 
tended not only by Chievres, his prime minifter, 
but by a numerous and fplendid train of the 
Flemiffi nobles, fond of beholding the grandeur, 
or of ffiaring in the bounty of their prince. 
After a dangerous voyage, he landed at Villa 
Viciofa, in the province of Afturias [Sept. 13], 
and was received with fuch loud acclamations of 
joy, as a new monarch, whofe arrival was fo ar- 
dently deflred, had reafon to expeft. The Spa- 
niffi nobility reforted to their fovereign from 
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all parts of the kingdom, and difplayed a mag- 
nificence which the Flemings were unable to 
emulate c. 

Ximenes, who confidered the prefence of the 
king as the greateft blefling to his dominions, 
was advancing towards the coaft, as fall as the 
infirm ftate of his health would permit, in order 
to receive him. During his regency, and not- 
withftanding his extreme old age, he had abated, 
in no degree, the rigour or frequency of his mor- 
tifications ; and to thefe he added fuch laborious 
afiiduity in bufinefs, as would have worn out the 
moll youthful and vigorous conllitution. Every 
day he employed feveral hours in devotion; he 
celebrated mafs in perfon ; he even allotted fome 
fpace for iludy. Notwithftanding thefe occu- 
pations, he regularly attended the council; he 
received and read all papers prefented to him ; 
he dictated letters and inftrudtions ; and took, 
under his infpection all bufinefs, civil, ecclefi- 
aftical, or military. Every moment of his time 
was filled up With fome ferious employment. 
The only amufement in which he indulged him- 
felf, by way of relaxation after bufinefs, was to 
canvafs, with a few friars, and other divines, 
fome intricate article in fcholaftic theology. 
Walled by fuch a courfe of life, the infirmities 
of age daily grew upon him. On his journey, 
a violent diforder feized him at Bos Equillos, 
attended with uncommon fymptoms, which his 
followers confidered as the etfedl of poifon d, but 
could not agree whether the crime ought to be 
imputed to the hatred of the Spanilh nobles, or 

c P. Mart. Ep. 599. 601. 
<* Miniani, Cootin. lib. i. c. 3. 
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to the malice of the Flemifh courtiers. This ac- 
cident obliging him to Hop ihort, he wrote to 
Charles, and with his ufual boldnefs advifed him, 
to difmifs all the llrangers in his train, whofe 
numbers and credit gave offence already to the 
Spaniards, and would ere long alienate the affec- 
tions of the whole people. At the fame time 
he earneftly delired to have an interview with 
the king, that he might inform him of the hate 
of the nation, and the temper of his fubjedts. 
To prevent this, not only the Flemings, but the 
Spanifh grandees, employed all their addrefs, and 
induftrioufly kept Charles at a diflance from 
Aranda, the place to which the cardinal had re- 
moved. Through their fuggeffions, every mea- 
fure that he recommended was rejected ; the 
ntmofl care was taken to make him feel, and to 
point out to the whole nation, that his power 
was on the decline ; even in things purely trivial, 
fuch a choice was always made, as was deemed 
moft difagreeable to him. Ximenes did not bear 
this treatment with his ufual fortitude of fpirit. 
Confcious of his own integrity and merit, he 
expected a more grateful return from a prince, 
to whom he delivered a kingdom more flourifh- 
ing than it had been in any former age, toge- 
ther with authority more exteniive and better 
effablifhed than the moft illuftrious of his an- 
ceftors had ever poffeffed. He could not, there- 
fore, on many occafions, refrain from giving vent 
to his indignation and complaimts. He lamented 
the fate of his country, and foretold the cala- 
mities which it would fuffer from the infolence, 
the rapacioufnefs, and ignorance of ftrangers. 

. While his mind was agitated by thefe pafftons, 
he 
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he received a letter from the king, in which, 
after a few cold and formal expreffions of re- 
gard, he was allowed to retire to his diocefe ; 
that after a life of fuch continued labour, he 
might end his days in tranquillity. This melfage 
proved fatal to Ximenes. His haughty mind, 
it is probable, could not furvive difgrace ; per- 
haps his generous heart could not bear the pro- 
fpeft of the misfortunes ready to fall on his 
country. Whichfoever of thefe opinions we em- 
brace, certain it is that he expired a few hours 
after reading the letter6 [Nov. 8]. The variety, 
the grandeur, and the fuccefs of his fchemes, 
during a regency of only twenty months, leave 
it doubtful, whether his fagacity in council, his 
prudence in conduft, or his boldnefs in execu- 
tion, deferve the greateft praife. His reputation 
is ftill high in Spain, not only for wifdom, but 
for fanftity; and he is the only prime minifter 
mentioned in hillory, whom his contemporaries 
reverenced as a faintf, and to whom the people 
under his government afcribed the power of work- 
ing miracles. 

1518] Soon after the death of Ximenes, 
Charles made his public entry, with great pomp, 
into Valladolid, whither he had fummoned the 
Cortes of Caftile. Though he aifumed ori all 
occafions the name of king, that title had 
never been acknowledged in the Cortes. The 
Spaniards confidering Joanna as polfeifed of the 
foie right to the crown, and no example of a 
fon’s having enjoyed the title of king during the 

e Marfollier, Vie de Ximenes, p, 447. Gomerius, 
lib. vii. p. 206, &c. Baudier, Hift de Ximeji- p.208. 

f Fiechier, Vie de Ximen. ii. p. 746. 
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Spain, and who was under no temptation to de- 
ceive the perfons to whom his letters are addreffed, 
give a defcription which is almoft incredible, of 
the infatiable and fhamelefs covetoufnefs of the 
Flemings. According to Angleria’s calculation, 
which he afferts to be extremely moderate, they 
remitted into the Low-Countries, in the fpace of 
ten months, no lefs a fum than a million and one 
hundred thoufand ducats. The nomination of 
William de Croy, Chievres’ nephew, a young 
man not of canonical age, to the archbifhopric of 
Toledo, exafperated the Spaniards more than all 
thefe exactions. They confidered the elevation 
of a ftranger to the head of their church, and to 
the richelt benefice in the kingdom, not only as 
an injury, but as an infult to the whole nation ; 
both clergy and laity, the former from intereft, 
the latter from indignation, joined in exclaiming 
againfl: it 

Charles leaving Caftile thus difgufied with 
his adminiftration, fet out for Saragoffa, the 
capital of Aragon, that he might be prefent in 
the Cortes of that kingdom. On his way thi- 
ther, he took leave of his brother Ferdinand, 
whom he fent into Germany on the pretence of 
vifiting their grandfather, Maximilian, in his 
old age. To this prudent precaution, Charles 
owed the prefervation of his Spanilh domi- 
nions. During the violent commotions which 
arofe there fcon after this period, the Spani- 
ards would infallibly have offered the crown to 
a prince, who was the darling of the whole 
nation; nor did Ferdinand want ambition, 

' Sandoval, 28—31. P. Mart. Ep. 6cS 6n- 613, 614. 
612,6^3. 6;9- Miniana, Contin. lib. i. c. 3. p. S. 
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or counfellors, that might have prompted him to 
accept of the offer k. 

The Aragonefe had not hitherto acknowledged 
Charles as king, nor would they allow the Cortes 
to be afTembled in his name, but in that of the 
Juftiza, to whom, during an interregnum, this 
privilege belongedl. The oppoftion Charles 
had to itruggle with in the Cortes of Aragon, 
was more violent and obftinate than that which 
he had overcome in Caftile; after long delays, 
however, and with much difficulty, he perfuaded 
the members to confer on him the title of king, 
in conjundfion with his mother. At the fame 
time he bound himfelf by that folemn oath, which 
the Aragonefe exadled of their kings, never to 
violate any of their rights or liberties. When a 
donative was demanded, the members were ftill 
more intractable; many months elapfed before 
they would agree to grant Charles two hundred 
thoufand ducats, and that fum they appropriated 
fo ftriftly for paying debts of the crown, which 
had long been forgotten, that a very fmall part 
of it came into the king’s hands. What had 
happened in Caflile taught them caution, and 
determined them rather to fatisfy the claims of 
their fellow-citizens, how obfolete foever, than 
to fumifh ftrangers the means of enriching them- 
felves with the fpoils of their country m. 

During thefe proceedings of the Cortes, am- 
baffadors arrived at Saragoffa from Francis I. and 
the young king of Navarre, demanding the refti- 
tution of that kingdom in terms of the treaty of 

k P. Mart. Ep. 619. Ferreras, viii. 460. 
1 P. Mart. Ep. 60j. "i p. Mart. Ep. 615—634. 
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Noyon. But neither Charles, nor the Caftilian 
nobles whom he confulted on this occafion, difco- 
vered any inclination to part with this acquifition. 
A conference held foon after at Montpelier, in 
order to bring this matter to an amicable iffue, 
was altogether fruitlefs ; while the French urged 
the injhftice of the ufurpation, the Spaniards were 
attentive only to its importance n. 

1519] From Aragon Charles proceeded to 
Catalonia, where he wafted as much time, en- 
countered more difficulties, and gained lefs mo- 
ney. The Flemings were now become fo odious 
in every province of Spain by their exactions, 
that the defire of modifying them, and of difap- 
pointing their avarice, augmented the jealoufy 
with which a free people ufually conduct their 
deliberations. 

The Caftilians, who had felt moft fenfibly the 
weight and rigour of the oppreffive fchemes car- 
ried on by the Flemings, refolved no longer to 
fubmit with a tamenefs fatal to themfelves, and 
which rendered them the objedts of fcorn to their 
fellow fubjects in the other kingdoms, of which 
the Spanifh monarchy was compofed. Segovia, 
Toledo, Seville, and feveral other cities of the 
firft rank, entered into a confederacy for the de- 
fence of their rights and privileges ; and notwith- 
ftanding the filence of the nobility, who, on this 
occafion, difcovered neither the public fpirit, 
nor the refolution, which became their order, the 
confederates laid before the king a full view of 
the ftate of the kingdom, and of the mal-admi- 
niftration of his favourites. The preferment of 

n P. Martyr, Ep. 605, 633. 640. 
, ftrangers, 
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ftrangers, the exportation of the current coin, 
the increafe of taxes, were the grievances of 
which they chiefly complained ; and of thefe they 
demanded redrefs with that boldnefs which is na- 
tural to a free people. Thefe remonltrances, 
prefented at firft at Saragofla, and renewed af- 
terwards at Barcelona, Charles treated with great 
neglect. The confederacy, however, of thefe 
cities, at this junfture, was the beginning of that 
famous union among the commons of Caftile, 
which not long after threw the kingdom into fuch 
violent convulfions as (hook the throne, and al- 
moit overturned the conftitution °. 

Soon after Charles’s arrival at Barcelona, he 
received the account of an event which interefted 
him much more than the murmurs of the Caf- 
tilians, or the fcruples of the Cortes of Catalonia. 
This was the death of the emperor Maximilian 
[Jan. 12] ; an occurrence of fmall importance in 
itfelf, for he was a prince confpicuous neither for 
his virtues, nor his power, nor his abilities ; but 
rendered by its confequences more memorable 
than any that had happened during feveral ages. 
It broke that profound and univerfal peace which 
then reigned in the Chrittian world ; it excited a 
rivallhip between two princes, which threw all 
Europe into agitation, and kindled wars more 
general, and of longer duration, than had hitherto 
been known in modern times. 

The revolutions occafioned by the expedition 
of the French king, Charles VIII. into Italy, 
had infpired the European princes with new 
ideas concerning the importance of the Imperial 

0 P. Martyr, Ep. 630, Fcrreras, viii. 4C4. 
dignity. 
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dignity. The claims of the empire upon fome 
of the Italian Hates were numerous ; its jurifdic- 
tion over others was extenfive ; and though the 
former had been almoft abandoned, and the latter 
feldom exercifed, under princes of flender abilities 
and of little influence, it was obvious, that in the 
hands of an emperor poflefled of power or of ge- 
nius, they might be employed as engines for 
ftretching his dominion over the greater part of 
that country. Even Maximilian, feeble and un- 
lleady as his conduct always was, had availed 
himfelf of the imfinite pretenfions of the empire, 
and had reaped advantage from every war and 
every negotiation in Italy during his reign. 
Thefe confiderations, added to the dignity of the 
ftation, confefledly the firll among Chriftian 
princes, and to the rights inherent in the office, 
which, if exerted with vigour, were far from be- 
ing inconfiderable, rendered the Imperial crown 
more than ever an object of ambition. 

Not long before his death, Maximilian had dif- 
covered great folicitude to preferve this dignity 
in the Auftrian family, and to procure the king 
of Spain to be chofen his fuccelfor. But he himfelf 
having never been crowned by the pope, a cere- 
mony deemed eflential in that age, was conlidered 
only as emperor ekcl. Though hiftorians have 
not attended to that diftindtion, neither the Ita- 
lian nor German chancery bellowed any other 
title upon him than that of king of the Romans ; 
and no example occurring in hillory of any perfon’s 
being chofen a fucceffor to a king of the Romans, 
the Germans, always tenacious of their forms, 
and unw'illing to confer upon Charles an office 
for which their conilitution knew no name, ob- 

Ilinately 
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ftinately refufed to gratify Maximilian in that 
point p. 

By his death, this difficulty was at once re- 
moved, and Charles openly afpired to that digni- 
ty which his grandfather had attempted, with- 
out fuccefs, to fecure for him. At the fame 
time, Francis I. a powerful rival, entered the 
lilts againft him ; and the attention of all Europe 
was fixed upon this competition, no lefs illuftri- 
ous from the high rank of the candidates, than 
from the importance of the prize for which they 
contended. Each of them urged his pretenfions 
with fanguine expectations, and with no unpro- 
mifing profpeCt of fuccefs. Charles confidered 
the Imperial crown as belonging to him of right, 
from its long continuance in the Aultrian line ; 
he knew that none of the German princes pof- 
feffed power or influence enough to appear as his 
antagonift ; he flattered himfelf, that no confider- 
ation would induce the natives of Germany to 
exalt any foreign prince to a dignity, which 
during fo many ages had been deemed peculiar 
to their own nation ; and lead of all, that they 
would confer this honour upon Francis I. the fo- 
vereign of a people whofe genius, and laws, and 
manners, differed fo widely from thofe of the 
Germans, that it was hardly poffible to effablifh 
any cordial union between them ; he trulled not 
a little to the effeCt of Maximilian’s negotiations, 
which, though they did not attain their end, had 
prepared the minds of the Germans for his ele- 

P Guicciardini, lib. xiii. p. 15. Hift. Ge/ier. d'Aliemagne, 
par P. Barre, tom. viii. part. 1. p 1087. P. Heuter. Rer. 
Auftr. lib. vii. c. 17. 173. lib. viii. e. 2. p. 183. 

vat ip n 



THE REIGN OF THE B. I. 5» 
vation to the Imperial throne; but what he re- 
lied on as a chief recommendation, was the for- 
tunate fituation of his hereditary dominions in 
Germany, which ferved as a natural barrier to 
the empire againft the encroachments of the 
Turkilh power. The conquefts, the abilities, 
and the ambition of Sultan Selim II. had fpread 
over Europe, at that time, a general and well- 
founded alarm. By his vittories over the Mama- 
lukes, and the extirpation of that gallant body 
of men, he had not only added Egypt and Syria 
to his empire, but had fecured to it fuch a de- 
gree of internal tranquillity, that he was ready to 
turn againft Chriftendom the whole force of his 
arms, which nothing hitherto had been able to 
refill. The moll effedlual expedient for Hopping 
the progrefs of this torrent, feemed to be the 
eledlion of an emperor, polfelfed of extenfive ter- 
ritories in that country, where its firll imprefiion 
would be felt, and who, belides, could combat 
this formidable enemy with all the forces of a 
powerful monarchy, and with all the wealth fur- 
nilhed by the mines of the new world, or the 
commerce of the Low-Countries. Thefe were 
the arguments by which Charles publicly fup- 
ported his claim ; and to men of integrity and 
refleClion, they appeared to be not only plauiible 
but convincing. He did not, however, trull the 
fuccefs of his caufe to thefe alone. Great fums 
of money were remitted from Spain ; all the re- 
linements and artifice of negotiation were em- 
ployed ; and a confiderable body of troops, kept 
on foot, at that time, by the Hates of the circle 
of Suabia, was fecretly taken into his pay. The 
venal were gained by prefents; the objections of 

the 
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the more fcrupulous were anfwered or eluded; 
fome feeble princes were threatened and over- 
awed “J. 

On the other hand, Francis fupported his claim 
with equal eagernefs, and no lefs confidence of 
its being well founded. His emiflaries contended 
that it was now high time to convince the princes 
of the houfe of Auftria that the Imperial crown 
was eleftive, and not hereditary ; that other per- 
fons might afpire to an honour which their arro- 
gance had accuitomed them to regard as the pro- 
perty of their family ; that it required a fovereign 
of mature judgment, and of approved abilities, 
to hold the reins of government in a country 
where fuch unknown opinions concerning reli- 
gion had been publifhed, as had thrown the minds 
of men into an uncommon agitation, which 
threatened the moft violent effects ; that a young 
prince, without experience, and who had hitherto 
given no fpecimens of his genius for command, 
was no fit match for Selim, a monarch grown old 
in the art of war, and in the courfe of victory ; 
whereas a king, who in his early youth had tri- 
umphed over the valour and difcipline of the 
Swifs, till then reckoned invincible, would be an 
antagonilt not unworthy the conqueror of the 
Eaft ; that the fire and impetuofity of the French 
cavalry, added to the difcipline and liability of 
the German infantry, would form an army fo ir- 
refillible, that, inllead of waiting the approach of 
the Ottoman forces, it might carry holtilities 
into the heart of their dominions ; that the elec- 

1 Guicc. lib. 13. 159. Sleidan, Hift. of the Reformat. 
14 . Struvii Corp, Hift, German, ii. 971. Not. 20. 
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tion of Charles would be inconfiftent with a fun- 
damental conllitution, by which the perfon who 
holds the crown of Naples is excluded from af- 
piring to the Imperial dignity; that his eleva- 
tion to that honour would foon kindle a war in 
Italy, on account of his pretenfions to the duchy 
of Milan, the effedts of which could not fail of 
reaching the empire, and might prove fatal to 
itr. But while the French ambaffadors enlarged 
upon thefe and other topics of the fame kind, in 
all the courts of Germany, Francis, fenfible of 
the prejudices entertained againft him as a fo- 
reigner, unacquainted with the German language 
or manners, endeavoured to overcome thefe, and 
to gain the favour of the princes by immenfe 
gifts, and by infinite promifes. As the expedi- 
tious method of tranfmitting money, and the de- 
cent mode of conveying a bribe, by bills of ex- 
change, were then little known, the French am- 
baffadors travelled with a train of horfes loaded 
with treafure, an equipage not very honour- 
able for that prince by whom they were em- 
ployed, and infamous for thofe to whom they 
were fentb 

The other European princes could not remain 
indifferent fpeftators of a conteft, the decifion 
of which fo nearly affected every one of them. 
Their common intereft ought naturally to have 
formed a general combination, in order to difap- 
point both competitors, and to prevent either of 
them from obtaining fuch a pre-eminence in 

r Guicc. lib. 13. >6o. Sleid. p. 16. Geor. Sabin! de 
Eledl. Car. V. Hittotia apud Scardii Script. Rer. German, 
vol. ii. p. 4. 6 Memoires de Martch. de Fieu’ranges, 
p. 296. 
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power and dignity, as might prove dangerous to 
the liberties of Europe. But the ideas with re- 
fpeft to a proper diilribution and balance of 
power were fo lately introduced into the fyftem 
of European policy, that they were not hitherto 
objefts of fufficient attention. The pallions of 
fome princes, the want of forefight in others, 
and the fear of giving offence to the candidates, 
hindered fuch a falutary union of the powers of 
Europe, and rendered them either totally negli- 
gent of the public fafety, or kept them from ex- 
erting themfelves with vigour in its behalf. 

The Swifs Cantons, though they dreaded the 
elevation of either of the contending monarchs, 
and though they wiihed to have feen fome prince 
whofe dominions were lefs extenfive, and whofe 
power was more moderate, feated on the Impe- 
rial throne, were prompted, however, by their 
hatred of the French nation, to give an open pre- 
ference to the pretenfions of Charles, while they 
ufed their utmoft influence to fruftrate thofe of 
Francis1. 

The Venetians eafily difcerned, that it was the 
intereft of their republic to have both the rivals 
fet afide ; but their jealoufy of the houfe of Auf- 
tria, whofe ambition and neighbourhood had 
been fatal to their grandeur, would not permit 
them to a& up to their own ideas, and led them 
haftily to give the fandlion of their approbation 
to the claim of the French king. 

It was equally the interett, and more in the 
power of Henry VIII. of England, to prevent 
either Francis or Charles from acquiring a dig- 

t Sabinu', p, 6. 
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nity which would raife them fo far above other 
monarchs. But though Henry often boalled 
that he held the balance of Europe in his hand, 
he had neither the Heady attention, the accurate 
difcernment, nor the difpafiionate temper which 
that delicate function required. On this occa- 
fion it mortified his vanity fo much, to think that 
he had not entered early into that noble compe- 
tition which reflected fuch honour upon the two 
antagonifts, that he took a refolution of fending 
an ambaflador into Germany, and of declaring 
himfelf a candidate for the Imperial throne. The 
ambaffador, though loaded with carelfes by the 
German princes and the pope’s nuncio, informed 
his mailer, that he could hope for no luccefs in 
a claim which he had been fo late in preferring. 
Henry, imputing his difappointment to that cir- 
cumilance alone, and foothed with this oftenta- 
tious difplay of his own importance, feems to 
have taken no farther part in the matter, either 
by contributing to thwart both his rivals, or to 
promote one of them u. 

Leo X. a pontiff no lefs renowned for his po- 
litical abilities, than for his love of the arts, was 
the only prince of the age who obferved the mo- 
tions of the two contending monarchs with a 
prudent attention, or who difcovered a proper 
folicitude for the public fafety. The Imperial 
and papal jurifdiction interfered in fo many in- 
ftances, the complaints of ufurpation were fo nu- 
merous on both iides, and the territories of the 
church owed their fecurity fo little to their own 
force, and fo much to the weaknefs of the powers 

u Memoires de Fleuranges, 314. Herbert, Hilt, of 
Henry VII i. 
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around them, that nothing was fo formidable to 
the court of Rome as an emperor with extenfive 
dominions, or of enterprifing genius. Leo trem- 
bled at the profpect of beholding the Imperial 
crown placed on the head of the king of Spain 
and of Naples, and the mailer of the new world; 
nor was he lefs afraid of feeing a king of France, 
who was duke of Milan and lord of Genoa, ex- 
alted to that dignity. He foretold that the 
eleftion of either of them would be iatal to the 
independence of the holy fee, to the peace of 
Italy, and perhaps to the liberties of Europe. 
But to oppofe them with any profpeft of fuccefs, 
required addrefs and caution in proportion to the 
greatnefs of their power, and their opportunities 
of taking revenge. Leo was defective in neither. 
He fecretly exhorted the German princes to 
place one of their own number on the Imperial 
throne, which many of them were capable of 
filling with honour. He put them in mind of 
the conftitution by which the kings of Naples 
were for ever excluded from that dignity x. He 
warmly exhorted the French king to perfift in 
his claim, not from any deiire that he Ihould gain 
his end, but as he forefaw that the Germans 
would be more difpofed to favour the king of 
Spain, he hoped that Francis himfelf, when he 
diicovered his own chance of fuccefs to be defpe- 
rate, would be ftimulated by refentment and the 
fpirit of rivallhip, to concur with all his interell 
in railing fome third perfon to the head of the 
empire ; or, on the other hand, if Francis Ihould 
make an unexpected progrefs, he did not doubt 

x Goldafti Conftitutiones Jmperiales. Francof. 167;. 
vo). i. 439. 
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but that Charles would be induced by fimilar 
motives to aft the fame part; and thus, by a 
prudent attention, the mutual jealoufy of the two 
rivals might be fo dexteroufly managed, as to 
difappoint both. But this fcheme, the only one 
which a prince in Leo’s fituation could adopt, 
though concerted with great wifdom, was exe- 
cuted with little difcretion. The French ambaf- 
fadors in Germany fed their mailer with vain 
hopes ; the pope’s nuncio, being gained by them, 
altogether forgot the inftruftions which he had 
received ; and Francis perfevered fo long and 
with fuch obftinacy in urging his own pretenfions, 
as rendered all Leo’s meafures abortive L 

Such were the hopes of the candidates, and the 
views of the different princes, when the diet was 
opened according to form at Frankfort [June 17 J. 
The right of choofing an emperor had long been 
veiled in feven great princes, diftinguifhed by the 
name of cleflors, the origin of whofe office, as 
well as the nature and extent of their powers, 
have already been explained. Thefe were, at 
that time, Albert of Brandenburgh, archbiihop 
of Merttz ; Flerman count de Wied, archbiihop 
of Cologne ; Richard de Greiffenklau, archbiihop 
of Triers; Lewis, king of Bohemia; Lewis, 
count palatine of the Rhine ; Frederic, duke of 
Saxony ; and Joachim I. marquis of Branden- 
burgh. Notwithftanding the artful arguments 
produced by the ambaifadors of the two kings 
in favour of their refpeftive mailers, and in fpite 
of all their folicitations, intrigues, and prefents, 
the e'eitors did not forget that maxim on which 
the liberty of the German conilitution was 

y Guicciar. lib. 13. 161. 
houghtt 
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thought to be founded. Among the members 
of the Germanic body, which is a great republic 
compofed of Hates almoft independent, the firft 
principle of patriotifm is to deprefs and limit the 
power of the emperor ; and of this idea, fo natu- 
ral under fuch a form of government, a German 
politician feldom lofes fight. No prince of con- 
fiderable power, or extenfive dominions, had for 
lome ages been raifed to the Imperial throne. 
To this prudent precaution many of the great 
families in Germany owed the fptendour and in- 
dependence which they had acquired during that 
period. To eleft either of the contending mo- 
narchs, would have been a grofs violation oi that 
ialutary maxim ; would have given to the empire 
a mailer inflead of an head ; and would have re- 
duced themfelves from the rank of being almolt 
his equals, to the condition of his fubje&s. 

Full of thefe ideas, all the eleftors turned their 
eyes towards Frederic, duke of Saxony, a prince 
of fuch eminent virtue and abilities, as to be dif- 
tinguilhed by the name of the Sage, and with one 
voice they offered him the Imperial crown. He 
was not dazzled with that objeft, which mo- 
narchs, fo far fuperior to him in power, courted 
with fuch eagernefs ; and after deliberating upon 
the matter a Ihort time, he rejected it with a 
magnanimity and dilintereffednefs no lefs fingular 
than admirable. “ Nothing,” he obferved, 
“ could be more impolitic, than an obftinate ad- 
herence to a maxim which, though found and 
juft in many cafes, was not applicable to all. In 
times of tranquillity (faid he) we wifh for an 
emperor who has not power to invade our liber- 
ties ; times of danger demand one who is able to 

G 3 fee ure 
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lecure our fafcty. The Turkifh armies, led by 
a gallant and victorious monarch, are now affem- 
bling. They are ready to pour in upon Ger- 
many with a violence unknown in former ages. 
New conjunctures call for new expedients. The 
Imperial fceptre mult be committed to fome hand 
more powerful than mine, or that of any other 
German prince. We pofl'efs neither dominions, 
nor revenues, nor authority, which enable us to 
encounter fuch a formidable enemy. Recourfe 
mult be had, in this exigency, to one of the rival 
monarchs. Each of them can bring into the 
field forces fufficient for our defence. But as 
the king of Spain is of German extraction ; as 
he is a member and prince of the empire by the 
territories which defcend to him from his grand- 
father ; as his dominions ftretch along that fron- 
tier which lies molt expofed to the enemy ; his 
claim is preferable, in my opinion, to that of a 
itranger to our language, to our blood, and to 
our country ; and therefore I give my vote to 
confer on him the Imperial crown.” 

This opinion, dictated by fuch uncommon ge- 
nerolity, and fupported by arguments fo plaufible, 
made a deep imprefiion on the eleCtors. The 
king of Spain’s ambaffadors, feniible of the im- 
portant fervice which Frederic had done their 
mailer, fent him a confiderable fum of money, as 
the firlt token of that prince’s gratitude. But 
he who had greatnefs of mind to refufe a crown, 
difdained to receive a bribe ; and, upon their 
entreating that at lealt he would permit them to 
diltribute part of that fum among his attendants, 
he replied, That he could not prevent them from 
accepting what Ihould be offered, but whoever 

took 
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took a fingle florin fliould be difmified next 
morning from his fervice z. 

No prince in Germany could now afpire to a 
dignity, which Frederic had declined, for reafons 
applicable to them all. It remained to make a 
choice between the two great competitors. But 
befides the prejudice in Charles’s favour arifing 
from his birth, as well as the fituation of his 
German dominions, he owed not a little to the 
abilities of the cardinal de Gurk, and the zeal of 
Erard de la Mark, bilhop of Liege, two of his 
ambaffadors, who had conducted their negotia- 
tions with more prudence and addrefs than thofe 
cntrufted by the French king. The former, 
who had long been the minifter and favourite of 
Maximilian, was well acquainted with the art of 
managing the Germans ; and the latter, having 
been difappointed of a cardinal’s hat by Francis, 

z P. Daniel, an hiftorian of confiderable name, ftems to 
call in queftion the truth of this account of Freddie's be- 
haviour in refufing the Imperial crown, becaufe it is not 
mentioned by Georgius Sabinus in his Hiflory of the Ele&ion 
and Coronation of Charles V. tom. iii. p. 63. But no 
great ftrefs ought to be laid on an omifiion in a fuperficial 
author, whofe treatife, though dignified with the name of 
TTiftory, contains only fuch an account of the ceremonial of 
Charles’s election, as is ufually publilhed in Germany on 
like occafions. Scard. Rer. Germ. Script, v. ii. p. 1. The 
teftimony of Erafmus, lib. 13. epift. 4. and that of Sleidan, 
p. 18. are exprefs. Seckendorf, in his Commentaiius Hif- 
toricus & Apologeticus de Lutheranifmo, p. 121. has exa- 
mined this fa£t with his ufual induliry, and has eftablifhed 
its truth by the moft undoubted evidence. To thefe tefti- 
monies which he has collected, 1 may add the decifive one 
of cardinal Cajetan, the pope’s legate at Frankfort, in his 
letter, July 5th, 1519. E pi fires a u Princes, &c. recueillcs 
par Rufcelli, traduifts par Belforefh Par* 1572. p. 60. 
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employed all the malicious ingenuity with which 
the deiire of revenge infpires an ambitious mind, 
in thwarting the meafures of that monarch. The 
Spanifh party among the eledfors daily gained 
ground ; and even the pope’s nuncio, being con- 
vinced that it was vain to make any farther op- 
pofition, endeavoured to acquire fome merit with 
the future emperor, by offering voluntarily, in 
the name of his mafter, a difpenfation to hold the 
Imperial crown in conjunction with that of Na- 
ples a. 

On the twenty-eighth day of June, five months 
and ten days after the death of Maximilian, this 
important conteft, which had held all Europe in 
fufpence, was decided. Six of the electors had 
already declared for the king of Spain ; and the 
archbifhop of Triers, the only firm adherent to 
the French intereft, having at laft joined his 
brethren, Charles was, by the unanimous voice 
of the electoral college, raifed to the Imperial 
throne b. 

But though the eleCtors confented, from va- 
rious motives, to promote Charles to that high 
ftation, they difcovered, at the fame time, great 
jealoufy of his extraordinary power, and endea- 
voured, with the utmofl folicitude, to provide 
againfl his encroaching on the privileges of the 
Germanic body. It had long been the cuftom 
to demand of every new emperor a confirmation 
of thefe privileges, and to require a promife that 
he would never violate them in any inftance. 

* Frehcri Rer. German. Scriptores, vol. iii. 17a. cur. 
Struvii Argent. 1717. Giancna Hiit. of Naples, a. 498. 

>> Jac. Aug. Thuan. Hill, fui Temporis, edit. Bulkley, 
lib. 1. c. 9. 

While 
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While princes, who were formidable neither from 
extent of territory, nor of genius, polTeffed the 
Imperial throne, a general and verbal engagement 
to this purpofe was deemed fuflicient fecurity. 
But under an emperor fo powerful as Charles, 
other precautions leemed neceffary. A Capitula- 
tion or claim of right was formed, in which the 
privileges and immunities of the eleftors, of the 
princes of the empire, of the cities, and of every 
other member of the Germanic body, are enume- 
rated. This capitulation was immediately figned 
by Charles’s ambaffadors in the name of their 
mailer, and he himfelf, at his coronation, con- 
firmed it in the moll folemn manner. Since that 
period, the electors have continued to preferibe 
the fame conditions to all his fuccelfors ; and 
the capitulation, or mutual contratt between the 
emperor and his fubjects, is confidered in Ger- 
many as a ftrong barrier againil the progrefs of 
the Imperial power, and as the great charter of 
their liberties, to which they often appealc. 

The important intelligence of this election w as 
conveyed in nine days from Frankfort to Barce- 
lona, where Charles was Hill detained by the ob- 
llinacy of the Catalonian Cortes, which had not 
hitherto brought to an ilfue any of the affairs 
which came before it. He received the account 
with the joy natural to a young and afpiring 
mind, on an acceffion of power and dignity which 
railed him fo far above the other princes of Eu- 
rope. Then it w'as that thofe vail profpeCls, 
which allured him during his whole adminiftra- 

c Pfeffe! Abregede I’Hift. de Droit Publique d’Allcmagne, 
590. Limnei Crp’.tulat. Irrper. Epiftres des Princes par 
Rufcelli, p. 60. 
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tion, began to open, and from this asra we may 
date the formation, and are able to trace the gra- 
dual progrefs, of a grand fyftem of enterpriling 
ambition, which renders the hiftory of his reign 
fo worthy of attention. 

A trivial circumilance firft difcovered the ef- 
fefts of this great elevation upon the mind of 
Charles. In all the public writs which he now 
iffued as king of Spain, he alfumed the title of 
Majejly, and required it from his fubjects as a 
mark of their refpedt. Before that time, all the 
monarchs of Europe were fatisfied with the ap- 
pellation of Highnefs or Grace ; but the vanity of 
other courts foon led them to imitate the exam- 
ple of the Spanilh. The epithet of Majefty is 
no longer a mark of pre-eminence. The moil 
inconfiderable monarchs in Europe enjoy it, and 
the arrogance of the greater potentates has in- 
X'ented no higher denomination d. 

The Spaniards were far from viewing the pro- 
motion of their king to the Imperial throne with 
the fame fatisfattion which he himfelf felt. To 
be deprived of the prefence of their fovereign, 
and to be fubjedted to the government of a vice- 
roy and his council, a fpecies of adminiilration 
often oppreffive, and always difagreeable, were 
the immediate and neceifary confequences of this 
new dignity. To fee the blood of their country- 
men Hied in quarrels wherein the nation had no 
concern ; to behold its treafures wafted in 
fupporting the fplendour of a foreign title ; to 
be plunged in the chaos of Italian and German 
politics, were effects of this event almoft as un- 

•1 Mirrana, Contin. Mar. p. 13. Ferreras, viii. 475. 
Memoires Hill, dela HoufiVie, tom. i. p. 53, &c. 
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avoidable. From all thefe confiderations, they 
concluded, that nothing could have happened 
more pernicious to the Spanifh nation ; and the 
fortitude and public fpirit of their anceftors, 
who, in the Cortes of Caftile, prohibited Al- 
phonfo the Wife from leaving the kingdom, in 
order to receive the Imperial crown, were often 
mentioned with the higheft praife, and pronounced 
to be extremely worthy of imitation at this junc- 
ture e. 

But Charles, without regarding the fentiments 
or murmurs of his Spanifh fubjefts, accepted of 
the Imperial dignity, which the count palatine, 
at the head of a folemn embaffy, offered him in 
the name of the electors [November] ; and de- 
clared his intention of fetting out foon for Ger- 
many, in order to take poffeflion of it. This 
was the more ncceffary, becaufe, according to 
the forms of the German conftitution, he could 
not, before the ceremony of a public coronation, 
exercife any aft of jurifdiftion or authority f. 

Their certain knowledge of this refolution aug- 
mented fo much the diiguft of the Spaniards, 
that a fullen and refractory fpirit prevailed among 
perfons of all ranks. The pope having granted 
the king the tenths of all ecclefiaflical benefices 
in Caftile, to affiit him in carrying on war with 
greater vigour againft the Turks, a convocation 
of the clergy unanimoufly refufed to levy that 
fum, upon pretence that it ought never to be 
exafted but at thofe times when Chriftendom 
was actually invaded by the Infidels ; and though 

e Sandoval, 1. p, 32. Miniana, Contin. p. 14. 
1 Sabinus, P. Barre, viii. 1085. 
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Leo, in order to fupport his authority, laid the 
kingdom under an interdict, fo little regard was 
paid to a cenfure which was univerfally deemed 
unjuft, that Charles himfelf applied to have it 
taken off. Thus the Spanifh clergy, befides 
their merit in oppoiing the ufurpations of the 
pope, and difregarding the influence of the 
crown, gained the exemption which they had 
claimed 

The commotions which arofe in the kingdom 
of Valencia, annexed to the crown of Aragon, 
were more formidable, and produced more dan- 
gerous and lading effefts. A feditious monk 
having, by his fermons, excited the citizens of 
Valencia, the capital city, to take arms, and to 
punifh certain criminals in a tumultuary manner, 
the people, pleafed with this exercife of power, 
and with fuch a difeovery of their own import- 
ance, not only refufed to lay down their arms, 
but formed themfelves into troops and com- 
panies, that they might be regularly trained to 
martial exercifes. To obtain fome fecurityagainft 
the oppreffion- of the grandees was the motive 
of this affociation, and proved a powerful bond 
of union ; for as the ariftocratical privileges andin- 
dependence were more complete in Valencia than 
in any other of the Spanifh kingdoms, the nobles, 
being fcarcely accountable for their condudf to 
any iuperior, treated the people not only as 
valfals, but as Haves. They were alarmed, 
however, at the progrefs of this unexpected in- 
furreCtion, as it might encourage the people to 
attempt fhaking off the yoke altogether ; but as 

S P. MaGjr, Ep. 46*. Ferreras, viii. 473. 
, they 
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they could not reprefs them without taking 
arms, it became neceflary to have recourfe to 
the emperor, and to defire his permifilon to at- 
tack them. [1520] At the fame time the 
people made choice of deputies to reprefent 
their grievances, and to implore the protection 
of their fovereign. Happily for the latter, they 
arrived at court when Charles was exafperated to 
an high degree againft the nobility. As he was 
eager to viiit Germany, where his prefence be- 
came every day more necefiary, and as his Fle- 
mifh courtiers were itill more impatient to return 
into their native country, that they might carry 
thither the fpoils which they had amaffed inCaf- 
tile, it was impofiible for him to hold the Cortes 
of Valencia in perfon. He had for that reafon 
empowered the cardinal Adrian to reprefent him 
in that affembly, and in his name to receive their 
oath of allegiance, to confirm their privileges 
with the ufual folemnities, and to demand of 
them a free gift. But the Valencian nobles, who 
conlidered this meafure as an indignity to their 
country, which was no lefs entitled, than his 
other kingdoms, to the honour of their fove- 
reign’s prefence, declared, that by the funda- 
mental laws of the conllitution they could neither 
acknowledge as king a perfon who was abfent, 
nor grant him any fubfidy ; and to this declar- 
ation they adhered with an haughty and inflexible 
obftinacy. Charles, piqued by their behaviour, 
decided in favour of the people, and rafhly au- 
thorized them to continue in arms. The depu- 
ties returned in triumph, and were received by 
their fellow-citizens as the deliverers of their 
country. The infolence of themultitude increafing 

VOL. it. h with 
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with their fuccefs, they expelled all the nobles 
out of the city, committed the government to 
magiftrates of their own eledfion, and entered 
into an affociation diitinguilhed by the name of 
Germanada or Brotherhood, which proved the 
fource not only of the wildeft diforders, but of 
the moft fatal calamities in that kingdom h. 

Meanwhile, the kingdom of Cailile was agi- 
tated with no lefs violence. No fooner was the 
emperor’s intention to leave Spain made known, 
than feveral cities of the firll rank refolved to 
remonilrate againll it, and to crave redrefs once 
more of thole grievances which they had for- 
merly laid before him. Charles artfully avoided 
admitting their deputies to audience ; and as he 
faw from this circumltance how difficult it would 
be, at this juncture, to reltrain the mutinous fpirit 
of the greater cities, he fummoned the Cortes of 
Caftile to meet at Compoltella, a town in Galicia. 
His only reafon for calling that alfembly, was 
the hope of obtaining another donative ; for as 
his t re a fury had been exhaulted in the fame pro- 
portion that the riches of his miniiters increafed, 
he could not, without fome additional aid, ap- 
pear in Germany with fplendour fuited to the 
Imperial dignity. To appoint a meeting of the 
Cortes in fo remote a province, and to demand a 
new fublidy before the time for paying the for- 
mer was expired, were innovations of a moil 
dangerous tendency ; and among a people not 
only jealous of their liberties, but accuftomed to 
fupply the wants of their fovereigns with a very 
frugal hand, excited an univerfal alarm. The 

11 P. Martyr, Ep.651. Fcrreras, viii. 476. 48 r. 
magillrates 
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magiftrates of Toledo remonftrated againft both 
thefe meafures in a very high tone ; the inhabit- 
ants of Valladolid, who expelled that the Cortes 
fhould have been held in that city, were fo en- 
raged, that they took arms in a tumultuary 
manner; and if Charles, with his foreign coun- 
fellors, had not fortunately made their efcape 
during a violent tempeft, they would have 
maffacred all the Flemings, and have prevented 
him from continuing his journey towards Com- 
poftella. 

Every city through which he paffed, petitioned 
againft holding a Cortes in Galicia, a point with 
regard to which Charles was inflexible. But 
though the utmoft influence had been exerted 
by the minifters, in order to procure a choice of 
reprefentatives favourable to their defigns, fuch 
was the temper of the nation, that, at the open- 
ing of the aflembly [April ij, there appeared 
among many of the members unufual fymptoms 
of ill-humour, which threatened a fierce oppo- 
fition to all the meafures of the court. No re- 
prefentatives were fent by Toledo ; for the lot, 
according to which, by ancient cuftom, the elec- 
tion was determined in that city, having fallen 
upon two perfons devoted to the Flemifli mi- 
nifters, their fellow-citizens refufed to grant them 
a commiflion in the ufual form, and in their ftead 
made choice of two deputies, whom they em- 
powered to repair to Compofttlla, and to pro- 
teft againft the lawfulnefs of the Cortes afiembled 
there. The reprefentatives of Salamanca refufed 
to take the ufual oath of fidelity, unlefs Charles 
confented to change the place of meeting. Thofe 
ofToio, Madrid, Cordova, and feveral other 

h 2 places. 
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places, declared the demand of another donative 
to be unprecedented, unconftitutional, and un- 
neceffary. All the arts, however, which in- 
fluence popular affemblies, bribes, promifes, 
threats, and even force, were employed, in order 
to gain members. The nobles, foothed by the 
refpeftful afiiduity with which Chievres and the 
other Flemings paid court to them, or mitigated 
bv a mean jealoufy of that fpirit of independence 
which they faw rifing among the commons, 
openly favoured the pretenfions of the court, or 
at the utmoll did not oppofe them ; and at lalt, 
in contempt not only of the fentiments of the 
nation, but of the ancient forms of the con- 
ftitution, a majority voted to grant the donative 
for which the emperor had applied l. Toge- 
ther with this grant, the Cortes laid before 
Charles a reprefentation of thofe grievances 
whereof his people complained, and in their 
name craved redrefs ; but he, having obtained 
from them all that he could expeft, paid no 
attention to this ill-timed petition, which it was 
no longer dangerous to difregard k. 

As nothing now retarded his embarkation, he 
dilclofed his intention with regard to the regency 
of Caftile during his abfence, which he had hi- 
therto kept fecret, and nominated cardinal Adrian 
to that office. The viceroyalty of Aragon he 
conferred on Don John de Lanuza ; that of Va- 
lencia on Don Diego de Mendoza Conde de 
Melito. The choice of the two latter was univer- 
i'ally acceptable ; but the advancement ofAdrian, 

i P. Martyr, Fp. 663. Sandoval, p. 32., &c. 
k Sandoval, 24. 
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though the only Fleming who had preferved any 
reputation among the Spaniards, animated the 
Caftilians with new hatred againft foreigners ; 
and even the nobles, who had fo tamely fuffered 
other inroads upon the conllitution, felt the in- 
dignity offered to their own order by his promo- 
tion, and remonftrated againft it as illegal. But 
Charles’s defire of vifiting Germany, as well as 
the impatience of his minifters to leave Spain, 
were now fo much increafed, that without attend- 
ing to the murmurs of the Caftilians, or even 
taking time to provide any remedy againft an 
infurrecb’on in Toledo, which at that time 
threatened, and afterwards produced, moft 
formidable effedls, he failed from Corunna on 
the twenty-fecond of May ; and by fetting out 
fo abruptly in queft of a new crown, he endan- 
gered a more important one of which he was 
already in pofteffion 

BOOK II. 

y concurring circumftances not only called 
Charles’s thoughts towards the affairs of 

Germany, but rendered his prefence in that 
country neceffary. The electors grew impatient 
of fo long an interregnum ; his hereditary do- 
minions were difturbed by inteftine commotions ; 
and the new opinions concerning religion made 
fuch rapid progrefs as required the moft feriou* 
confideration. But above all, the motions of the 

1 P. Martyr, Ep. 670. Sandov, 86. 
h 3 French 
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French king drew his attention, and convinced 
him, that it was neceffary to take meafures 
for his own defence with no lefs fpeed than 
vigour. 

When Charles and Francis entered the lifts as 
candidates for the Imperial dignity, they con- 
dlifted their rivalfhip with many profeflions of 
regard for each other, and with repeated declar- 
ations that they would not fuffer any tinfture of 
enmity to mingle itfelf with this honourable 
emulation. “We both court the fame miftrefs,” 
faid Francis, with his ufual vivacity ; “ each 
ought to urge his fuit with all the addrefs of 
which he is mafter ; the moil fortunate will pre- 
vail, and the other muft reft contented a.” But 
though two young and high-fpirited princes, 
and each of them animated with the hope of 
fuccefs, might be capable of forming fuch a ge- 
nerous refolution, it was foon found that they 
promifed upon a moderation too refined and dif- 
interefted for human nature. The preference 
given to Charles in the fight of all Europe mor- 
tified Francis extremely, and infpired him with 
all the paffions natural to dilappointed ambition. 
To this was owing the perfonal jealoufy and 
rivalfhip which fubiifted between the two mo- 
narchs during their whole reign ; and the ran- 
cour of thefe, augmented by a real oppofition of 
intereft, which gave rife to many unavoidable 
caufes of difeord, involved them in almoft per- 
petual hoftilities. Charles had paid no regard 
to the principal article in the treaty of Noyon, 
by refufing oftener than once to do juftice tq 

a Guic. lif. 13. p- 159. 
John 
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John d’Albret, the excluded monarch of Na- 
varre, whom Francis was bound in honour, and 
prompted by intereit, to reftore to his throne. 
The French king had pretenfions to the crown 
of Naples, of which Ferdinand had deprived his 
predeceflbr by a moil unjuftifiable breach of 
faith. The emperor might reclaim the dutchy 
of Milan as a fief of the empire, which Francis 
had feized, and dill kept in poffeffion, without 
having received inveftiture of it from the em- 
peror. Charles confidered the dutchy of Bur- 
gundy as the patrimonial domain of his an- 
ceftors, wrefted from them by the unjuft policy 
of Louis XL and obferved with the greateft 
jealoufy the ftrhft connexions which Francis had 
formed with the duke of Gueldres, the hereditary 
enemy of his family. 

When the fources of difeord were fo many and 
various, peace could be of no long continuance, 
even between princes the moft exempt from am- 
bition or emulation. But as the (hock between 
two fuch mighty antagonifts could not fail of 
being extremely violent, they both difeovered 
no fmall folicitude about its confequences, and 
took time not only to colleft and to ponder 
their own ftrength, and to compare it with that 
of their adverfary, but to fecure the friendfhip or 
afiiftance of the other European powers. 

The pope had equal reafon to dread the two 
rivals, and faw that he who prevailed, would 
become abfolute mafter. If it had been in hi* 
power to engage them in hoftilities, without 
rendering Lombardy the theatre of war, nothing 
would have been more agreeable to him, than to 
fee them wafte each other’s ftrength in endlef 

quarrels. 
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quarrels. But this was unpoffible. Leo forefaw, 
that on the firfl: rupture between the two mo- 
narchs, the armies of France and Spain would 
take the field in the Milanefe ; and while the 
fcene of their operations was fo near, and the 
fubjedt for which they contended fo interefting 
to him, he could not long remain neuter. He 
■was obliged, therefore, to adapt his plan of con- 
duct to his political fituation. He courted and 
foothed the emperor and king of France with 
equal induilry and addrefs. Though warmly 
folicited by each of them to efpoufe his caufe, 
he affumed all the appearances of entire impar- 
tiality, and attempted to conceal his real fenti- 
ments under that profound difiimulation which 
feems to have been affedted by moft of the Italian 
politicians in that age. 

The views and intereft of the Venetians were 
not different from thofe of the pope ; nor were 
they lefs felicitous to prevent Italy from becom- 
ing the feat of war, and their own republic 
from being involved in the quarrel. But through 
all Leo’s artifices, and notwithftanding his high 
pretenlions to a perfect neutrality, it was vifible 
that he leaned towards the emperor, from whom 
he had both more to fear and more to hope than 
from Francis ; and it was equally manifeit, that 
if it became neceffary to take a fide, the Vene- 
tians would, from motives of the fame nature, 
declare for the king of France. No confiderable 
affiftance, however, was to be expedted from the 
Italian Hates, who were jealous to an extreme 
degree of the Tranfalpine powers, and careful to 
preferve the balance even between them, unlefs 
when they were feduced to violate this favourite 

3. maxim 
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maxim of their policy, by the certain profpeft of 
fome great advantage to themfelves. 

But the chief attention both of Charles and 
of Francis was employed in order to gain the, 
king of England, from whom each of them ex- 
pefted affiltance more effectual, and afforded with 
lefspolitical caution. Henry V111. had afcended the 
throne of that kingdom in the year one thoufand 
five hundred and nine, with fuch circumftances 
of advantage as promifed a reign of diftinguifhed 
felicity and fplendour. The union in his perfon 
of the two contending titles of York and Lan- 
cafter ; the alacrity and exudation with which 
both factions obeyed his commands, not only 
enabled him to exert a degree of vigour and 
authority in his domeftic government which none 
of his predeceffors could have fafely affumed ; 
but permitted him to take a fhare in the affairs 
of the continent, from which the attention of 
the Englifh had long been diverted by their un- 
happy inteffine divilions. The great fums of 
money which his father had amaffed, rendered 
him the moft wealthy prince in Europe. The 
peace which had fubfilled under the cautious ad- 
miniflration of that monarch, had been of fuf- 
heient length to recruit the population of the 
kingdom after the defolation of the civil wars, 
but not fo long as to enervate its fpirit; and the 
Englifh, afhamed of having rendered their own 
country fo long a feene of difeord and bloodfhed, 
were eager to difplay their valour in fomc foreign 
war, and to revive the memory of the vidto- 
ries gained on the continent by their anceftors. 
Henry's own temper perfedlly fuited the flate of 
his kingdom, and the difpofition of his fubjedts. 

Ambitious, 
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Ambitious, aftive, enterprifing, and accom- 
plifhed in all the martial exercifes which in that 
age formed a chief part in the education of per- 
fons of noble birth, and infpired them with an 
early love of war, he longed to engage in action, 
and to fignalize the beginning oi his reign by 
fome remarkable exploit. An opportunity foon 
prefented itfelf; and the victory at Guincgate 
CI5I3]> together with the fuccefsful lieges of 
Teroiienne and Tournay, though of little utility 
to England, reflefted great lullre on its monarch, 
and confirmed the idea which foreign princes 
entertained of his power and confequence. So 
many concurring caufes, added to the happy 
fitusrtion of his own dominion^, which fecured 
them from foreign invalion ; and to the fortunate 
circumftance of his being in polfefiion of Calais, 
which ferved not only as a key to France, but 
opened an eafy paffage into the Netherlands, 
rendered the king of England the natural 
guardian of the liberties of Europe, and the 
arbiter between the emperor and French mo- 
narch. Henry himfelf was feniible of this lingu- 
lar advantage, and convinced, that, in order to 
preferve the balance even, it was his office to 
prevent either of the rivals from acquiring fuch 
fuperiority of power as might be fatal to the 
other, or formidable to the reft of Chriftendom. 
33ut he was deftitute of the penetration, and ftill 
more of the temper, which fuch a delicate func- 
tion required. Influenced by caprice, by vanity, 
by refentment, by affedftion, he was incapable of 
forming any regular and extenfive fyftem of po- 
licy, or of adhering to it with fteadinefs. His 
mcafures feldom refulted from attention to the 

general 
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general welfare, or from a deliberate regard to 
his own intereft, but were dictated by paffions 
which rendered him blind to both, and prevented 
his gaining that afcendant in the affairs of Eu- 
rope, or from reaping fuch advantages to him- 
felf, as a prince of greater art, though with in- 
ferior talents, might have eafdy fecured. 

All the impolitic fleps in Henry’s adminiflra- 
tion muff not, however, be imputed to defefls 
in his own character ; many of them were owing 
to the violent pafiions and infatiable ambition 
of his prime minifter and favourite cardinal Wol- 
fey. This man, from one of the lowefl ranks 
in life, had rifen to an height of power and dig- 
nity, to which no Englifh fubjeft ever arrived; 
and governed the haughty,prefumptuous, and un- 
tradtable fpirit of Henry with abfolute authority. 
Great talents, and of very different kinds, fitted 
him for the two oppofite flations of miniller, and 
of favourite. His profound judgment, his un- 
wearied induftry, his thorough acquaintance with 
the flate of the kingdom, his extenfive know- 
ledge of the views and intereffs of foreign courts, 
qualified him for that uncontrolled direction of 
affairs with which he was entruiled. The ele- 
gance of his manners, the gaiety of his con- 
verfation, his infmuating addrefs, his love of 
magnificence, and his proficiency in thofe parts 
of literature of which Henry was fond, gained 
him the affection and confidence of the young 
monarch. Wolfey was far from employing this 
vaft and almoil royal power, to promote either 
the true intereft of the nation, or the real 
grandeur of his mailer. Rapacious at the fame 
time, and profufe, he was infatiable in defiring 

wealth. 
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wealth. Of boundlefs ambition, lie afpired after 
new honours with an eagernefs unabated by his 
former fuccefs ; and being rendered prefump- 
tuous by his uneommon elevation, as well as by 
the afcendant which he had gained over a prince, 
who fcarcely brooked advice from any other 
perfon, he difcovered in his whole demeanour 
the moll overbearing haughtinefs and pride. 
To thefe pafiions he himfelf facriiiced every 
coniideration ; and whoever endeavoured to ob- 
tain his favour, or that of his mailer, found it 
necelfary to footh and to gratify them. 

As all the Hates of Europe fought Henry’s 
friendfhip at that time, all courted his minifter, 
with incredible attention and obfequioufnefs, 
and llrove by prefents, by promrfes, or by flat- 
tery, to work upon his avarice, his ambition, or 
his pride b. Francis- had, in the year one thou- 
fand five hundred and eighteen, employed Bon- 
nivet, admiral of France, one of his moll ac- 
complifhed and artful courtiers, to gain this 
haughty prelate. He himfelf bellowed on him 
every mark of refpett and confidence. He con- 
fulted him with regard to his mofl important 
affairs, and received his refponfes with implicit 
deference. By thefe arts, together with the 
grant of a large penlion, Francis attached the 
cardinal to his intereil, who perfuaded his maf- 
ter to furrender Tournay to France, to conclude 
a treaty of marriage between his daughter the 
princefs Mary and the dauphin, and to confent 
to a perfonal interview with the French king c. 
From that time, the moll familiar intercourfe 

t> Fiddes's Life of Wolfey, 166. Rymer's Fcedera. xi i 718. 
e Herbert's Hift. of Henry VJII. 30. Rymer, xiii. (124. 
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fubfifted between the two courts ; Francis, fen- 
fible of the great value of Wolfey’s friendfhip, 
laboured to fecure the continuance of it by every 
poffible exprefllon of regard, bellowing on him, 
in all his letters, the honourable appellations of 
Father, Tutor, and Governor. 

Charles obferved the progrefs of this union with 
the utmoil jealoufy and concern. His near af- 
finity to the king of England gave him fome 
title to his friendlhip ; and foon after his accef- 
iion to the throne of Caftile, he had attempted 
to ingratiate himfelf with Wolfey, by fettling 
on him a penfion of three thoufand livres. His 
chief folicitude at prefent was to prevent the 
intended interview with Francis, the effedls of 
which upon two young princes, whofq hearts 
were no lefs fufceptible of friendlhip, than their 
manners were capable of infpiring it, he ex- 
tremely dreaded. But after many delays, occa- 
lioned by difficulties with refpedl to the ceremo- 
nial, and by the anxious precautions of both 
courts for the fafety of their refpeitive fovereigns, 
the time and place of meeting were at lall fixed. 
Melfengers had been fent to different courts, in- 
viting all comers, who were gentlemen, to enter 
the lills at tilt and tournament, againlt the two 
monarchs and their knights. Both Francis and 
Henry loved the fplendour of thefe fpedtacles too 
well, and were too much delighted with the 
graceful figure which they made on fuch occa- 
iions, to forego the pleafure or glory which they 
expedled from fuch a fingular and brilliant al- 
fembly. Nor was the cardinal lefs fond of dif- 
playing his own magnificence in the prefence of 
two courts, and of difcovering to the two na- 

VOL. 11. 1 lions 
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tions the extent of his influence over both 
their monarehs. Charles, finding it impofiible 
to prevent the interview, endeavoured to difap- 
point its effects, and to pre-occupy the favour of 
the Englifli monarch and his miniffer by an aft of 
complaifance Hill more flattering and more un- 
common. Having failed from Corunna, as has 
already been related, he fleered his courfe direftly 
towards England, and relying wholly on Henry’s 
generofity for his own fafety, landed at Dover 
[May 26th]. This unexpected vifit furprifed 
the nation. Wolfey, however, was well acquainted 
with the emperor’s intention. A negotiation, 
unknown to the hiftorians of that age, had been 
carried on between him and the court of Spain ; 
this vifit had been concerted ; and Charles grant- 
ed the cardinal, whom he calls his mojl dear 

friend, an additional penfion of feven thoufand 
ducats d. Henry, who was then at Canteibury, 
in his way to France, immediately difpatched 
Wolfey to Dover, in order to welcome the em- 
peror ; and being highly pleafed with an event 
fo foothing to his vanity, haftened to receive, 
with fuitable refpeft, a gueft who had placed in 
him fuch unbounded confidence. Charles, to 
whom time was precious, fluid only four days in 
England; but during that fhort fpace he had 
the addrefs, not only to give Henry favourable 
imprelfions of his charafter and intentions, but 
to detach Wolfey entiely from the intereft of 
the French king. All the grandeur, the wealth, 
and the power, which the cardinal poflefied, did 
not fatisfy his ambitious mind, while there was 

i Rymer, xiii. 714. 
one 
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one ftep higher to which an ecclefiaftic could 
afcend. The papal dignity had for fome time 
been the object of his wifhes, and Francis, as 
the moll effe6tual method of fecuring his friend- 
Ihip, had promifed to favour his pretenfions, on 
the firft vacancy, with all his intereft. But as 
the emperor’s influence in the college of cardinals 
was greatly fuperior to that of the French king, 
Wolfey grafped eagerly at the offer which that 
artful prince had made him, of exerting it vigor- 
oufly in his behalf; and allured by this profpe£t, 
which, under the pontificate of Leo, ftill in the 
prime of his life, was a very diftant one, he en- 
tered with warmth into all the emperor’s fchemes. 
No treaty, however, was concluded at that time 
between the two monarchs; but' Henry, in re- 
turn for the honour which Charles had done 
him, promifed to vifit him in fome place of the 
Low-Countries, immediately after taking leave 
of the French king. 

His interview with that prince was in an open 
plain between Guifnes and Andres [June 7th], 
where the two kings and their attendants dif- 
played their magnificence with fuch emulation, 
and profufe expence, as procured it the name of 
the Field of the Cloth of Gold. Feats of chivalry, 
parties of gallantry, together with fuch exercifes 
and pafiimes as were in that age reckoned manly 
or elegant, rather than ferious bufinefs, occu- 
pied both courts during eighteen days that they 
continued together e. Whatever impreffion the 

engaging 

e The French and Englifli hiftorians deferibe the pomp of 
th'u interview, and the various ipec.tai.ies, with great mi- 

* 2 nutenefs. 
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engBging manners of Francis, or the liberal and 
uniufpicious confidence with which he treated 
Henry, made on the mind of that monarch, 
was foon effaced by Wolfey’s artifices, or by 
an interview he had with the emperor at Grave- 
hnes [July 10J ; which was condufted with lefs 
pomp than that near Guifnes, but with greater 
attention to what might be of political utility. 

This afiiduity, with which the two greateft 
monarchs in Europe paid court to Henry, ap- 
peared to him a plain acknowledgment that he 
held the balance in his hands, and convinced him 
of the juftnefs of the motto which he had chofen, 
“ That whoever he favoured would prevail.” In 
this opinion he was confirmed by an offer which 
Charles made, of fubmitting any difference that 
might arife between him and Francis to his foie 
arbitration. Nothing could have the appearance 
of greater candour and moderation, than the 
choice of a judge who was reckoned the common 

nutentfs. One circumftance mentioned by the marechal de 
Fieuranges, who was piefer.t, and which muft appear Angular 
in the prefentage, is commonly omitted. “ After the tour- 
nament,” fays he, “ the French and Englifh wreftlers made 
their appearance, and wreilled In prefence of the kings, and 
the ladies $ and as there were many ftout wreftlers there, it 
afforded excellent paflime 5 but as the king of France had 
negledled to bring any wreftlers out of Bretagne, the Englifh 
gained the prize.—After this, the kings of France and Eng- 
land retired to a tent, where they drank together, and the 
king of Fng'and, feizing the king of France by the collar, 
fa id, “ My brother, I muji wrejile •with you," and endeavoured 
once or twice to trip up his heels; but the king of France, 
who is a dextrous wreftler, twilled him round, and threw 
him on the earth with prodigious violence. The king of 
Ingland wanted to renew the combat, but was prevented.” 
Memoirs de Fieuranges, 120. Paris, 1753. p. 339- 

friend 
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friend of both. But as the emperor had now 
attached Wolfey entirely to his intereft, no pro- 
pofal could be more infidious, nor, as appeared 
by the fequel, more fatal to the French kingf. 

Charles, notwithftanding his partial fondnefs 
for the Netherlands, the place of his nativity, 
made no long ftay there ; and after receiving the 
homage and congratulations of his fcountrymen, 
haitened to Aix-la-Chapelle, the place appointed 
by the golden bull for the coronation of the 
emperor. There, in prefence of an aifembly 
more numerous and fplendid than had appeared 
on any former occalion, the crown of Charle- 
magne was placed on his head [0£t. 23], with 
all the pompous folemnity which the Germans 
aflect in their public ceremonies, and which they 
deem effencial to the dignity of their empire S. 

Almofl: at the fame time Solyman the Magni- 
ficent, one of the moft accomplilhed, enterprifing, 
and vidtorious of the Turkiih fultans, a conftant 
and formidable rival to the emperor, afeended 
the Ottoman throne. It was the peculiar glory 
of that period to produce the moft illuftrious 
monarchs, who have at any one time appeared 
in Europe. Leo, Charles, Francis, Henry, and 
Solyman, were each of them pofieffed of talents 
which might have rendered any age, wherein 
they happened to flourilh, confpicuous. But 
fuch a conftellation of great princes Hied uncom- 
mon luftre on the fixteenth century. In every 
conteft, great power as well as great abilities were 
fet in oppofition ; the efforts of valour and con- 

* Herbert, 37. 
g Hartman. Mauri Relatio Coronat. Car. V. ap. Goldail. 

Folit. Imperial. Frane. 1614. fol. p. 164. 
13 dudt 
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duft on one lide, counterbalanced by an equal 
exertion of the fame qualities on the other, not 
only occafioned fuch a variety of events as ren- 
ders the hiltory of that period intereiling, but 
ferved to check the exorbitant progrefs of any of 
thofe princes, and to prevent their attaining fuch 
pre-eminence in power as would have been fatal 
to the liberty and happinefs of mankind. 

The firft aft of the emperor’s adminiftration 
was to appoint a diet of the empire to be held at 
Worms on the fixth of January, one thoufand 
five hundred and twenty-one. In his circular 
letters to the different princes he informed them, 
that he had called this affembly in order to con- 
cert with them the moff: proper meafures for 
checking the progrefs of thofe new and dangerous 
opinions, which threatened to diffurb the peace 
of Germany, and to overturn the religion of their 
anceftors. 

Charles had in view the opinions which had 
been propagated by Luther and his difciples 
fince the year one thoufand five hundred and 
feventeen. As ihefe led to that happy reforma- 
tion in religion which refeued one part of Europe 
from the papal yoke, mitigated its rigour in the 
other, and produced a revolution in the fentiments 
of mankind, the greateil, as well as the moff be- 
neficial, that has happened fince the publication 
of Chriftianity, not only the events which at 
firff gave birth to fuch opinions, but the caufes 
which rendered their progrefs fo rapid and fuc- 
cefsful, deferve to be confidered with minute at- 
tention. 

To overturn a fyltem of religious beliei, 
founded on ancient and deep-rooted prejudices, 

fupported 
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fupported by power, and defended with no lefs 
art than induftry ; to eitablilh in its room doc- 
trines of the moft contrary genius and tendency ; 
and to accomplilh all this, not by external vio- 
lence or the force of arms ; are operations which 
hiltorians, the lead prone to credulity and fuper- 
itition, afcribe to that Divine Providence which, 
with infinite eafe, can bring about events which 
to human fagacity appear impoffible. The inter- 
pofition of Heaven, in favour of the Chriftian 
religion at its firft publication, was manifefted 
by miracles and prophecies wrought and uttered 
in confirmation of it. Though none of the re- 
formers poffeffed, or pretended to polfefs, thefe 
fupernatural gifts, yet that wonderful preparation 
of circumttances which difpofed the minds of 
men for receiving their doftrines, that lingular 
combination of caufes which fecured their fuc- 
cefs, and enabled men, deftitute of power and of 
policy, to triumph over thofe who employed 
agair.il them extraordinary efforts of both, may 
be confidered as no flight proof, that the fame 
hand which planted the Chriftian religion, pro- 
teCted the reformed faith, and reared it, from 
beginnings extremely feeble, to an amazing de- 
gree of vigour and maturity. 

It was from caufes, feemingly fortuitous, and 
from a fource very inconliderable, that all the 
mighty effefts of the reformation flowed. 
Leo X., when raifed to the papal throne, found 
the revenues of the church exhaufted by the valt 
projects of his two ambitious predeceffors, Alex- 
ander VI. and Julius II. His own temper, na- 
turally liberal and enterprifing, rendered him in- 
capable of that fevere and patient ceconomy which 
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the iituation of his finances required. On the 
contrary, his fchemes for aggrandizing the fa- 
mily of Medici, his love of fplendour, his tafte 
for pleafure, and his magnificence in rewarding 
men of genius, involved him daily in new ex- 
pences; in order to provide a fund for which, 
he tried every device that the fertile invention of 
prieils had fallen upon, to drain the credulous 
multitude of their wealth. Among others he 
had recourfe to a fale of Indulgences. According 
to the dodtrine of the Romilh church, all the 
good works of the faints, over and above thofe 
which were necdfary towards their own juftifica- 
tion, are depollted, together with the infinite 
merits of Jefus Chrift, in one inexhautlible trea- 
fury. The keys of this were committed to St. 
Peter, and to his fuccefibrs the popes, who may 
open it at pleafure, and by transferring a portion 
of this fuperabundant merit to any particular 
perfon, for a fum of money, may convey to him 
either the pardon of his own fins, or a releafe for 
any one, in whofe happinefs he is interefted, from 
the pains of purgatory. Such indulgences were 
firit invented in the eleventh century by Urban 
II. as a recompence for thofe who went in perfon 
upon the meritorious enterprife of conquering 
the Holy Land. They were afterwards granted 
to thofe who hired a foldier for that purpofe ; 
and in procefs of time were bellowed on fuch as 
gave money for accomplifhing any pious work 
enjoined by the popeb. Julius II. had bellowed 
indulgences on all who contributed towards build- 
ing the church of St. Peter at Rome; and as 

l> Riilory of the Council of Trenq by F. Paul, p. 4. 
Lee 
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Leo was carrying on that magnificent and ex- 
penfive fabric, his grant was founded on the fame 
pretence *. 

The right of promulgating thefe indulgences 
in Germany, together with a fhare in the profits 
arifing from the fale of them, was granted to 
Albert, eleftor of Metz and archbiihop of 
Magdeburg, who, as his chief agent for re- 
tailing them in Saxony, employed Tetzel, a 
Dominican friar of licentious morals, but of an 
adlive fpirit, and remarkable for his noify and 
popular eloquence. He, affiitcd by the monks 
of his order, executed the commiffion with great 
zeal and fuccefs, bnt with little difcretion or de- 
cency ; and though by magnifying excefiively 
the benefit of their indulgences11, and by difpof- 

ing 

1 Palavic. Hift. Cone. Trident, p. 4. 
^ As the form of thefe indulgences, and the benefits which 

they were fuppofed to convey, are unknown in protelfant 
countries, and little underflood, at prefent, in feveral places 
where the Roman catholic religion is eftablifhed, 1 have, for 
the information of my readers, tranfhted the form of abfolu- 
tion ufed by Tetzel : << May our Lord Jefus Chrifl have 
mercy upon thee, and abfolve thee by the merits of his moll 
holy paflion. And I by his authority, that of his blefled 
apoftles Peter and Paul, and of,the mod holy pope, grafted 
and committed to me in thefe parts, do abfolve thee, firft 
from all ecclefraflical cenfures. in whatever manner they have 
been incurred, and then from all thy fins, tranfgrefiions, and 
excelfes, how enormous foever they may be, even from fuch 
as aie referved for the cognizance of the holy fee, and as far 
as the keys of the holy church extend, I remit to you all 
punifhment which you deferve in purgatory on their account, 
and I reftore you to the holy facramenrs of the church, to the 
unity of the faithful, and to that innocence and purity which 
you pofTeffed at baptifm, fo that when you die, the gates of 
punilhment fhall be fhut, and the gates of the paradife of de- 
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ing of them at a very low price, they carried on 
for fome time an extenfive and lucrative traffic 
among the credulous and the ignorant; the ex- 
travagance of their alfertions, as well as the ir- 
regularities in their condutt, came at lalt to give 
general offence. The princes and nobles were 
irritated at feeing their valfals drained of fo 
much wealth, in order to repleniffi the treafury 

light Ihall be opened, and if you Ihall not die at prefent, this 
grace Ihall remain in full force when you are at the point of 
death. In the name of the Father, ana of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft ” Seckend. Comment, lib. i. p. 14. 

The teims in which Tetzel and his afibciates defcribed the 
benefits of indulgences, and the neceffity of purchafing them, 
are lb extravagant, that they appear to be almoft incredible. 
If any man (faid they) purchal'e letters of indulgence, his foul 
may reft fecure with refpeft to its falvation. The fouls con- 
fined in purgatory, for whofe redemption indulgences are pur- 
chafed, as foon as the money tinkles in the cheft, inftantly 
efcape from that place of torment, and afcend into heaven. 
That the efficacy of indulgences was fo great, that the molt 
heinous fins, even if one Ihould violate (which was impof- 
fible) the Mother of God, would be remitted and expiated by 
them, and the perfon be free both from punilhment and guilt. 
That this was the unfpeakable gift of God, in order to recon- 
cile men to himfelf. That the crofs ercdlcd by the preachers 
of indulgences, was as efficacious as the crofs of Chrilt itfelf. 
Lo ! the heavens are open j if you enter not now, when will 
you enter ? For twelve pence you may redeem the ioul of 
your father out of purgatory ; and are you fo ungrateful that 
you will not refcue your parent from torment ! it you had 
but one coat you ought to ftrip yourfelf inftantly, and fell it, 
in order to purchale fuch benefits, &c. Thele, and many 
fuch extravagant exprefiions, are felefted out of Luther’s 
works by Chemnitius, in his Examen Concilii Tridentini, 
apud Herm, Vender Hardt. Hilt. Liter. Reform, pars iv. 
p. 6. The fame author has pubiilhcd teveral of Tetzel’s dil- 
coutles, which prove that thele expreffions were neither An- 
gular nor exaggerated. Ibid. p. 14. 



1520.] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 95- 

of a profufe pontiff. Men of piety regretted the 
deluiion of the people, who being taught to rely, 
for the pardon of their fins, on the. indulgences 
which they purchafed, did not think it incum- 
bent on them either to ftudy the do&rines taught 
by genuine Chriftianity, or to praftife the duties 
which it enjoins. Even the molt unthinking 
were (hocked at the fcandalous behaviour of 
Tetzel and his affociates, who often fquandered 
in drunkennefs, gaming, and low debauchery, 
thofe fums which were pioufly beftowed, in hopes 
of obtaining eternal happinefs ; and all began to 
wifh that fome check were given to this com- 
merce, no lefs detrimental to fociety than de- 
ftrudlive to religion. 

Such was the favourable juncture, and fo dif- 
pofed were the minds of his countrymen to liiten 
to his difcourfes, when Martin Luther firfl began 
to call in queftion the efficacy of indulgences, 
and to declaim againfl the vicious lives and falfe 
doftrines of the perfons employed in promulgat- 
ing them. Luther was a native of Eifleben in 
Saxony, and though born of poor parents, had 
received a learned education, during the progrefs 
of which he gave many indications of uncommon 
vigour and acutenefs of genius. His mind was 
naturally fufceptible of ferious fentiments, and 
tinctured with fomewhat of that religious melan- 
choly which delights in the folitude and devo- 
tion of a monaftic life. The death of a com- 
panion killed by lightning at his fide, in a violent 
thunder-ilorm, made fuch an impreffion on his 
mind, as co-operated with his natural temper, in' 
inducing him to retire into a convent of Auguf- 
tinian friars, where, without fuffering the in- 

treaties 
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treaties of his parents to divert him from what 
he thought his duty to God, he affumed the 
habit of that order. He foon acquired great 
reputation, not only for piety, but for his love 
of knowledge, and his unwearied application to 
lludy. He had been taught the fcholaitic phi- 
lofophy and theology which were then in vogue, 
by very able mailers, and wanted not penetration 
to comprehend all the niceties and diitinftions 
with which they abound ; but his underftanding, 
naturally found, and fuperior to every thing fri- 
volous, foon became difgufted with thofe fubtile 
and uninftruftive feiences, and fought for fome 
more foil’d foundation of knowledge and of piety 
in the holy fcriptures. Having found a copy of 
the Bible, which lay negledled in the library of 
his monaftery, he abandoned all other purfuits, 
and devoted himfelf to the ftudy of it, with fuch 
eagernefs and afliduity, as allonifhed the monks, 
who were little accuilomed to derive their theo- 
logical notions from that fource. The great 
progrefs which he made in this uncommon courfe 
of itudy, augmented fo much the fame both of 
his fanftity and of his learning, that Frederic, 
elector of Saxony, having founded an univerfity 
at Wittemberg on the Elbe, the place of his re- 
iidence, Luther was chofen lirll to teach philo- 
fophy, and afterwards theology there; and dif- 
charged both offices in fuch a manner, that he 
was deemed the chief ornament of that fociety. 

While Luther was at the height of his repu- 
tation and authority, Tetzel began to publiih in- 
digences in the neighbourhood of Wittemberg, 
and to aferibe to them the fame imaginary 
virtues which had, in other places, impofed on 
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the credulity of the people. As Saxony was 
not more enlightened than the other provinces 
of Germany, Tetzel met with prodigious fuccefs 
there. It was with the utmoft concern that 
Luther beheld the artifices of thofe who fold, 
and the fimplicity of thofe who bought indul- 
gences. The opinions of Thomas Aquinas 
and the other fchoolmen, on which the dodfrine 
of indulgences was founded, had already loft much 
of their authority with him; and the Scrip- 
tures, which he began to confider as the 
great ftandard of theological truth, afforded 
no countenance to a praftice, equally fub- 
verfive of faith and of morals. His warm 
and impetuous temper did not fuffer him long 
to conceal fuch important difcoveries, or to 
continue a filent fpedtator of the delufion of his 
countrymen. From the pulpit, in the great 
church at Wittemberg, he inveighed bitterly 
againft the irregularities and vices of the monks 
who publiftied indulgences ; he ventured to 
examine the doftrines which they taught, and 
pointed out to the people the danger of relying 
for falvation upon any other means than thofe 
appointed by God in his word. The boldnefs and 
novelty of thefe opinions drew great attention, 
and being recommended by the authority of 
Luther’s perfonal charadter, and delivered with 
a popular and perfuafive eloquence, they made a 
deep impreffion on his hearers. Encouraged by 
the favourable reception of his doctrines among 
the people, he wrote to Albert, eledtor of 
Mentz and archbifhop of Madgeburg, to whofe 
juriididtion that part of Saxony was fubjedf, and 
remonftrated warmly againft the falfe opinions, 

YOL. It. K as 
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as well as wicked lives, of the preachers of in- 
dulgences ; but he found that prelate too deeply 
interefted in their fuccefs to coireft their abufes. 
His next attempt was to gain the fuflrage of 
men of learning. For thispurpofe he publifhed 
ninety-five thefes, containing his fentiments with 
regard to indulgences. Thefe he propofed, not 
as points fully eilabiifhed, or of undoubted cer- 
tainty, but as fnbjefts of inquiry and difputa- 
tion; he appointed a day, on which the learned 
were invited to impugn them, either in perfon 
or by writing ; to the whole he fubjoined folemn 
proteilations of his high refpecl for the apoftolic 
fee, and of his implicit fubmiffion to its autho- 
rity. No opponent appeared at the time pre- 
fixed ; the thefes fpread over Germany with 
ailonifhing rapidity ; they were read with the 
greateft eagernefs ; and all admired the boldnefs 
of the man, who ;had ventured not only to call 
in queftion the plenitude of papal power, but 
to attack the Dominicans, armed with all the 
terrors of inquifitorial authority *. 

The friars of St. Augultine, Luther’s own 
order, though addifted with no lefs obfequiouf- 
nefs than the other monaftic fraternities to the 
papal fee, gave no check to the publication of 
thefe uncommon opinions. Luther had, by his 
piety and learning, acquired extraordinary au- 
thority among his brethren ; he profeffed the 
higheft regard for the authority of the pope ; 
his profefiions were at that time fincerc ; and as 
a fecret enmity, excited by intereil or emulation, 

1 Lutheri Opera, Jens, 1612, vol. i. pra-fat. 3. p. z. 66. 
Hlft, of Counc. of Trent by F. Paul. p. Seckend. Com. 
Apol. p. 16. 

fubfilts 
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ftibfifts among all the monallic orders in the 
Rotnifh church, the Augultinians were highly 
pleafed with his invectives againfl the Domini- 
cans, and hoped to fee them expofed to the 
hatred and fcorn of the people. Nor was his fove- 
reign, the elector of Saxony, the wifeft prince at 
that time in Germany, dilfatisfied with this ob- 
ilruction which Luther threw in the way of the 
publication of indulgences. He fecretly encourag- 
ed the attempt, and flattered himfelf that this dif- 
pute among the ecclefiaftics themfelves, might 
give feme check to the exactions of the court of 
Rome, .which the fecular princes had long, 
though without fuccefs, been endeavouring to 
oppofe. 

Many zealous champions immediately arofe 
to defend opinions on which the wealth and 
power of the church were founded, againft Lu- 
ther’s attacks. In oppofltion to his thefes, 
Tetzel publifhed counter-thefes at Francfort on 
the Oder ; Eccius, a celebrated divine of Augf- 
burg, endeavoured to refute Luther’s notions ; 
and Prierias, a Dominican friar, mafter of the 
facred palace and Inquifitor-general, wrote againll 
him with all the virulence of a fcholaftic difput- 
ant. But the manner in which they conducted 
the controverfy did little fervice to their caufe. 
Luther attempted to combat indulgences by 
arguments founded in reafon, or derived from 
feripture ; they produced nothing in fupport of 
them, but the fentiments of fchoolmen, the con- 
elulions of the canon law, and the decrees of 
popes"1. The deciiion of judges fo partial and 

“ f. Paul, p. 6. Seckend. p. 40. Palavic. p. 8. 
x 2 intereflxd. 
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interefted, did not fatisfy the people, who began 
to call in quellion the authority even of thefe 
venerable guides, when they found them Handing 
in diredt oppolition to the diftatesof reafon, and 
the determinations of the divine laws".* 

Meanwhile, 

» Seckend. p. 30. 
* Guicciardini has afferted two things with regard to the 

firft promulgation of indulgences : 1. That Leo bellowed a 
gift of the profits arifing from the fale of indulgences in 
Saxony, and the adjacent provinces of Germany, upon his 
lifter Magdalen, the wife of Francefcetto Cibo, Guic. lib. 
13.168. 2. That Arcemboldo, a Genoefeecclefiaftic, who 
had been bred a merchant, and ftill retained all the aflivity 
and addrefs of that profeffion, was appointed by her to cohect 
the money which flrould be raifed. F. Paul has followed him 
in both thefe particuiars, and adds, that the Auguftinians in 
Saxony had been immemorially employed in preaching indul- 
gences j but that Arcemboldo and his deputies, hoping to gain 
more by committing this truft to the Dominicans, had made 
their bargain with Tetzel, and that Luther was prompted at 
firft to oppofe Tetzel and his afibciates, by a defire of taking 
revenge for this injury offered to his order. F. Paul, p. j. 
Almoft all hiftorians fince their time, popifti as well as pro- 
teftant, have, without examination, admitted thefe affertions 
to be true upon their authority. But notwithftanding the 
concurring teftimony of two authors, fo eminent both torex- 
adlnefs and veracity, we may obferve, 

1. That Felix Contolori, who lerrched the pontifical ar- 
chives of purpofe, could not find this pretended grant to Leo’s 
filler in any of thole regifters where it mull necelfarily have 
been recorded Palav. p.5.—2. That the profits arifing from 
indulgences in Saxony and the adjacent countries, had been 
granted not to Magdalen, but to Albert, archbilhop of Mentz, 
who had the right of nominating thofe who publilhed them. 
Seek p 12. Luth. Oper. 1. prtef. p. 1. Paiav. p. 6.—3. 
That Arcemboldo never had concern in the publication of in- 
dulgences in Saxony ; his diftridt was Flanders and the Upper 
and Lower Rhine. Seek. p. 14. Palav. p. 6.—4. That Lu- 
ther and his adherents never mention this giant of Leo’s to 

his 
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' Meanwhile, thefe novelties in Luther’s doc- 
trines which interefted all Germany, excited little 
attention and no alarm in the court of Rome. 
Leo, fond of elegant and refined pleafures, in- 
tent upon great fchemes of policy, a ilranger to 
theological controverfies, and apt to defpife them, 
regarded with the utmolt indifference the opera- 
tions of an obfcure friar, who, in the heart of 
Germany, carried on a fcholaftic difputation in a 
barbarous llyle. Little did he apprehend, or 
Luther himfelf dream, that the effe&s of this 
quarrel would be fo fatal to the papal fee. Leo 

his filter ; though a circumftance of which they could hardly 
have been ignorant, and which they would have been careful 
not to fupprefs 5. The publication of indulgences in Ger- 
many was not ufua ly committed to the Augultinians. The 
promulgation of th-tm, at three different periods under Julius 
II. was granted to the Francifcans ; the Dominicans had been 
employed in the fame office a fhort time before the prefent 
period. Palav. p. 46.-6. The promulgation of thofe indul- 
gences, which firlt excited Luther’s indignation, was entrufted 
to the aichbilhop of Mentz, in conjunftion with the guardian 
of the Francifcans; but the latter having declined accepting 
of that truft, the foie right became veiled in the archbilhop. 
Palav. 6- Seek. 16, 17.—7. Luther was not inftigated by his 
fuperiors among the Auguftintans to attack the Dominicans 
their rivals, or to depreciate indulgences becaufe they were 
promulgated by them; his oppofition to their opinions and 
vices proceeded from more laudable motives. Seek. p. 15. 
3Z. Lutheri Opera, 1. p. 64. 6. 8. A diploma of indul- 
gences is publilhed by Herm. Vender Hardt, from which it 
appears, that the name of the guardian of the Francifcans is 
retained, together with that of the archbilhop, although the 
former did not aft. The limits of the country to which 
their enmmiffions extended, viz. the diocefe of Mentz, Mag- 
deburg, Halberftadt, and the territories of the marquis of 
Brandenburg, are mentioned in that diploma. Hift. Litera- 
pia Reformat, pars iv. p. 14. 

K 3 
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imputed the whole to monattic enmity and emu- 
lation, and feemed inclined not to interpofe in 
the contett, but to allow the Auguftinians and 
Dominicans to wrangle about the matter with 
their ufual animofity. 

The folicitations, however, of Luther’s adver- 
faries, who were exafperated to an high degree 
by the boldnefs and feverity with which he ani- 
madverted on their writings, together with the 
furprifing progrefs which his opinions made in 
different parts of Germany, roufed at laft the 
attention of the court of Rome, and obliged Leo 
to take meafures for the fecurity of the church 
againft an attack that now appeared too ferious 
to be defpifed. For this end, he fummoned Lu- 
ther to appear at Rome [July 1518J, within 
fixty days, before the auditor of the chamber, 
and the Inquifitor-general Prierias, who had 
written againtt him, whom he empowered jointly 
to examine his dodlrines, and to decide concern- 
ing them. He wrote, at the fame time, to the 
eletlor of Saxony, befeeching him not to pro- 
te£t a man whole heretical and prophane tenets 
were fo {hocking to pious ears; and enjoined 
the provincial of the Auguftinians to check, by 
his authority, the rafhnefs of an arrogant monk, 
which brought difgrace upon the order of St. 
Auguftine, and gave offence and ditturbance to 
the whole church. 

From the ftrain of thefe letters, as well as 
from the nomination of a judge fo prejudiced and 
partial as Prierias, Luther ealily faw what fen- 
tence he might expeft at Rome. He difco- 
vered, for that reafon, the utmoft folicitude to 
have his caufc tried in Germany, and before a 

lefs 
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iefs fufpefled tribunal. The profcffors in the 
univeriity of Wittemberg, anxious for the fafety 
of a man who did fo much honour to their fo- 
fciety, wrote to the pope, and after employing 
feveral pretexts to excufe Luther from appearing 
at Rome, intreated Leo to commit the examin- 
ation of his doftrines to fome perfons of learn- 
ing and authority in Germany. The eledtor 
requefted the fame thing of the pope’s legate at 
the diet of Augfburg ; and as Luther himfelf, 
who, at that time, was fo far from having any 
intention to difclaim the papal authority, that he 
did not even entertain the fmalleft fufpidon con- 
cerning its divine original, had written to Leo 
a moil fubmiffive letter, promifmg an unreferved 
compliance with his will, the pope gratified them 
fo far as to empower his legate in Germany, car- 
dinal Cajetan, a Dominican, eminent for fcho- 
laftic learning, and pafiionately devoted to the 
Roman fee, to hear and determine the caufe. 

Luther, though he had good reafon to decline 
a judge chofen among his avowed adverfaries, did 
not heiitate about appearing before Cajetan ; 
and having obtained the emperor’s fafe-conduft, 
immediately repaired to Augfburg. The car- 
dinal received him with decent refpeft, and en- 
deavoured at firft to gain upon him by gentle 
treatment. The cardinal, relying on the fupe- 
riority of his own talents as a theologian, en- 
tered into a formal difpute with Luther con- 
cerning the dodtrines contained in his thefts *. 

But 

* In the former editions I aflerted, upon the authority of 
Father Paul, that Cajetan thought it beneath his dignity to 
enter into any difpute with Luther j but M. Ikaufobre, in 

hi* 
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But the weapons which they employed were fo 
different, Cajetan appealing to papal decrees, 
and the opinions of fchoolmen, and Luther reft- 
ing entirely on the authority of fcripture, that 
the conteft was altogether fruitlefs. The car- 
dinal relinquifhed the charadter of a difputant, 
and affuming that of judge, enjoined Luther, by 
virtue of the apoftolic powers with which he was 
clothed, to retract the errors which he had ut- 
tered with regard to indulgences, and the nature 
of faith ; and to abltain, for the future, from 
the publication of new and dangerous opinions. 
Luther, fully perfuaded of the truth of his own 
tenets, and confirmed in the belief of them by 
the approbation which they had met with 
among perfons confpicuous both for learning 
and piety, was furpriied at this abrupt mention 
of a recantation, before any endeavours were ufed 
to convince him that he was millaken. He had 
flattered himfelf, that in a conference concerning 
the points in diipute with a prelate of fuch dif- 
tinguifhed abilities, he fhould be able to remove 
many of thofe imputations with which the ig- 
norance or malice of his antagonifls had loaded 
him ; but the high tone of authority that the 
cardinal affumed, extinguifhed at once all hopes 
of this kind, and cut off every profpetf of ad- 
vantage from the interview. His native intre- 
pidity of mind, however, did not defert him. 
He declared with the utmoll firmnefs, that he 
could not, with a fafe confcience, renounce opi- 
nions which he believed to be true; nor fliould 

his Hiltoire de la Reformation, vol. i. p. m, &c. has fa- 
tished me that I was miftaken. See alfo Seckend, lib. i. 
p. 46, &c. 

any 
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any confideration ever induce him to do what 
would be fo bafe in itfelf, and fo offenfive to 
God. At the fame time he continued to ex- 
prefs no lefs reverence than formerly for the au- 
thority of the apoftolic fee ° ; he fignified his 
•willingnefs to fubmit the whole controverfy to 
certain univerfities which he named, and pro- 
mifed neither to write nor to preach concerning 
indulgences for the future, provided his adver- 
faries were likewife enjoined to be fdent with 
refpeft to them P. All thefe offers Cajetan dif- 
regarded or rejefted, and ftill infifted peremp- 
torily on a fimple recantation, threatening him 
with ecclefiaftical cenfures, and forbidding him 
to appear again in his prefence, unlefs he refolved 
inflantly to comply with what he had required. 
This haughty and violent manner of proceeding, 
as well as other circumftances, gave Luther’s 
friends fuch flrong reafons to fufpcCt, that even 
the Imperial fafe-conducl would not be able to 
protect him from the legate’s power and re- 
fentment, that they prevailed on him to with- 
draw fecretly from Augfburg, and to return to 
his own country. But before his departure, 
according to a form of which there had been 
fome examples, he prepared [Oftober 18J a 
folemn appeal from the pope, ill-informed at 
that time concerning his caufe, to the pope, 
when he fhould receive more full information 
with refpeft to it t. 

Cajetan, enraged at Luther’s abrupt retreat, 
and at the publication of his appeal, wrote to 

0 Luth. Oper. vol. i. p. 164. P Id. ibid. p. 169. 
Sleid. Hitt, of Reform, p. 7. Seckend p 45. Luth. 

Oper. i. 163. 
1 the 
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the elector of Saxony, complaining of both; 
and requiring him, as he regarded the peace of 
the church, or the authority of its head, either 
to fend that feditious monk a prifoner to Rome, 
or to banilh him out of his territories. It was 
not from theological confiderations that Fre- 
deric had hitherto countenanced Luther; he 
feems to have been much a llranger to contro- 
verfies of that kind, and to have been little in- 
terehed in them. His protection flowed almoil 
entirely, as hath been already obferved, from 
political motives, and was afforded with great 
fecrecy and caution. He had neither heard any 
of Luther’s difcourfes, nor read any of his 
books ; and though all Germany refounded 
with his fame, he had never once admitted him 
into his prefencer. But upon this demand 
which the cardinal made, it became neceflary to 
throw off fomewhat of his former referve. He 
had been at great expence, and had beftowed 
much attention on founding a new univerfity, 
an object of confiderable importance to every 
German prince; and forefeeing how fatal a 
blow the removal of Luther would be to its 
reputation s, he, under various pretexts, and 
with many profeffions of elteem for the cardinal, 
as well as of reverence for the pope, not only 
declined complying with either of his requeffs, 
but openly difcovered great concern for Luther’* 
fafety 

The inflexible rigour with which Cajetan In- 
cited on a iimple recantation, gave great offence 

r Seclcend. p. 27. Sleid. Hift. p. 12. 
* Seckend. p. 59. 
t Sicid. Hift. p. ig, Luth. Oper. i. 172. 

to 
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to Luther’s followers in that age, and hath fince 
been cenfured as imprudent, by feveral Popifli 
writers. But it was impoffible for the legate to 
a£t another part. The judges before whom 
Luther had been required to appear at Rome, 
were fo eager to difplay their zeal againft his 
errors, that, without waiting for the expiration 
of the fixty days allowed him in the citation, 
they had already condemned him as an heretic 
Leo had, in feveral of his briefs and letters, 
ftigmatized him as a child of iniquity, and a 
man given up to a reprobate fenfe. Nothing 
lefs, therefore, than a recantation coidd fave the 
honour of the church, whofe maxim it is, never 
to abandon the fmalleft point that it has efta* 
blifhed, and which is even precluded, by its pre- 
tenfions to infallibility, from having it in its 
power to do fo. 

Luther’s iituation at this time was fuch as 
would have filled any other perfon with the 
mod. difquieting apprehenfions. He could not 
expeft that a prince, fo prudent and cautious 
as Frederic, would, on his account, fet at de- 
fiance the thunders of the church, and brave 
the papal power, which had crulhed fome of the 
moll powerful of the German emperors. He 
knew what veneration was paid, in that age, to 
ecclefiaftical decifions; what terrors ecclefiaf- 
txal cenfures carried along with them, and how 
eafily thefe might intimidate and lhake a prince, 
who was rather his protestor from policy, than 
his difciple from conviction. If he Ihould be 
obliged to quit Saxony, he had no profpedl of 

Luth. Oj>er. i. 161. 
any 
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any other afylum, and muil ftand expofed to 
whatever punifhment the rage or bigotry of 
his enemies could inflift. Though fenfible of 
his danger, he difcovered no fymptoms of timi- 
dity or remiffnefs, but continued to vindicate 
his own conduct and opinions, and to inveigh 
againft thofe of his adverfaries with more vehe- 
mence than ever x. 

But as every ftep taken by the court of 
Rome, particularly the irregular fentence by 
which he had been fo precipitately declared a 
heretic, convinced Luther that Leo would foon 
proceed to the molt violent meafures againft 
him, he had recourfe to the only expedient in 
his power, in order to prevent the effedi of the 
papal cenfures. He appealed to a general coun- 
cil, which he affirmed to be the reprefentative 
of the catholic church, and fuperior in power 
to the pope, who, being a fallible man, might 
err, as St. Peter, the molt perfect of his prede- 
celfors, had erred L 

It foon appeared, that Luther had not formed 
raffi conjectures concerning the intentions of the 
Romilh church. A bull, of a date prior to his 
appeal, was iffued by the pope, in which he 
magnifies the virtue and efficacy of indulgences, 
in terms as extravagant as any of his predecef- 
fors had ventured to ufe in the darkell ages ; 
and without applying fuch palliatives, or men- 
tioning fuch conceffions, as a more enlightened 
period, and the difpofition in the minds of many 
men at that juncture, feemed to call for, he 
required all Chriltians to affent to what he deli- 

* Seckend. p. 59. 
V Skid. Hift. 12. Luth. Oper. i. 179. 
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vered as the doctrine of the catholic church, 
and fubjedted thofe who fhould hold or teach 
any contrary opinion to the heavieft ecclefiaftical 
cenfures. 

Among Luther’s followers, this bull, which 
they coniidered as an unjuftifiable effort of the 
pope, in order to preferve that rich branch of 
his revenue which arofe from indulgences, pro- 
duced little effedt. But, among the relt of his 
countrymen, fuch a clear decilion of the fove- 
reign pontiff againft him, and enforced by fuch 
dreadful penalties, muff have been attended 
with confequences very fatal to his caufe ; if 
thefe had not been prevented in a great meafure 
by the death of the emperor Maximilian [[Ja- 
nuary 17, lyiqj, whom both his principles and 
his intereft prompted to fupport the authority 
of the holy fee. In confequence of this event, 
the vicariat of that part of Germany which is 
governed by the Saxon laws, devolved to the 
eledtor of Saxony ; and under the Ihelter of his 
friendly adminiffration, Luther not only enjoyed 
tranquillity, but his opinions were fuffered, dur- 
ing the inter-regnum which preceded Charles’s 
election, to take root in different places, and to 
grow up to fome degree of ffrength and firmnefs. 
At the fame time, as the election of an emperor 
was a point more interefting to Leo than a 
theological controverfy, which he did not under- 
ftand, and of which he could not forefee the con- 
fequences, he was fo extremely folicitous not to 
irritate a prince of fuch conliderable influence in 
the electoral college as Frederic, that he difeo- 
vered a great unwillingnefs to pronounce the 
fentence of excommunication againfl: Luther, 

VOL. II. l which 
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which his adverfaries continually demanded with 
the moil clamorous importunity. 

To thefe political views of the pope, as well 
as to his natural averfion from fevere meafures, 
was owing the fufpenfion of any further pro- 
ceedings againft Luther for eighteen months. 
Perpetual negotiations, however, in order to 
bring the matter to fome amicable iffue, were 
carried on during that fpace. The manner in 
which thefe were condudted having given Luther 
many opportunities of obferving the corruption 
of the court of Rome ; its obilinacy in adhering 
to eftablifhed errors ; and its indifference about 
truth, however clearly propofed, or flrongly 
proved, he began to utter fome doubts with 
regard to the divine original of the papal autho- 
rity. A public deputation was held upon this 
important queflion at Leipfic, between Luther 
and Eccius, one of his moll learned and formi- 
dable antagoniils ; but it was as fruitlefs and 
indecifive as fuch fcholaftic combats ufually 
prove. Both parties boafled of having obtained 
the victory ; both were confirmed in their own 
opinions ; and no progrefs was made towards 
deciding the point in controverfy z. 

Nor did this fpirit of oppofition to the doc- 
trines and ufurpations of the Romifh church 
break out in Saxony alone; an attack no lefs 
violent, and occafioned by the fame caufes, was 
made upon them about this time in Switzerland. 
The Francifcans being entrufled with the pro- 
mulgation of indulgences in that country, ex- 
ecuted1 their commiffion with the fame indifere- 

* Lath. Oj'er. i. 199. 
tion 
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tion and rapacioufnefs which had rendered the 
Dominicans fo odious in Germany. They pro- 
ceeded, neverthelefs, with uninterrupted fuccefs 
till they arrived at Zurich. There Zuinglius, a 
man not inferior to Luther himfelf in zeal and 
intrepidity, ventured to oppofe them ; and be- 
ing animated with a republican boldnefs, and 
free from thofe rellraints which fubjection to the 
will of a prince impofed on the German reformer, 
he advanced with more daring and rapid fteps to 
overturn the whole fabric of the ellabliihed re- 
ligion a. The appearance of fuch a vigorous 
auxiliary, and the progrefs which he made, 
was, at firft, matter of great joy to Luther. On 
the other hand, the decrees of the univerfities of 
Cologne and Louvain, which pronounced his 
opinions to be erroneous, afforded great caufe 
of triumph to his adverfaries. 

But the undaunted fpirit of Luther acquired 
additional fortitude from every inftance of oppo- 
fition ; and pufhing on his inquiries and attacks 
from one doctrine to another, he began to fhake 
the firmeft foundations on which the wealth or 
power of the church were eftablifhed. Leo 
came at laid to be convinced, that all hopes of 
reclaiming him by forbearance were vain ; feveral 
prelates of great wifdom exclaimed no lefs than 
Luther’s perfonal adverfaries, againft the pope’s 
unprecedented lenity in permitting an incorrigible 
heretic, who during three years had been endea- 
vouring to fubvert every thing facred and vene- 
rable, itill to remain within the bofom of the 
church ; the dignity of the papal fee rendered 

a Sleid. Hitt. Seckend. 59. 
L 2 the 
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the moft vigorous proceedings neceflary; the 
new emperor, it was hoped, would fupport its 
authority ; nor did it feem probable that the 
elector of Saxony would fo far forget his ufual 
caution, as to fet himfelf in oppofition to their 
united power. The college of cardinals was 
often affembled, in order to prepare the fentence 
with due deliberation, and the ableft canonifts 
were confulted how it might be exprelfed with 
unexceptionable formality. At lall, on the 
fifteenth of June, one thoufand five hundred and 
twenty, the bull, fo fatal to the church of Rome, 
was iffued. Forty-one propofitions, extracted 
out of Luther’s works, are therein condemned 
as heretical, fcandalous, and offenlive to pious 
ears ; all perfons are forbidden to read his writ- 
ings, upon pain of excommunication ; fuch as 
had any of them in their cuftody are commanded 
to commit them to the flames; he himfelf, if 
he did not, in fixty days, publicly recant his 
errors, and burn his books, is pronounced an ob- 
itinate heretic ; is excommunicated, and deli- 
vered unto Satan for the deltruftion of his flefh ; 
and all fecular princes are required, under pain 
of incurring the fame cenfure, to feize his per- 
fon, that he might be punifhed as his crimes de- 
fended b. 

The publication of this bull in Germany ex- 
cited various paflions in different places. Lu- 
ther’s adverfaries exulted, as if his party and 
opinions had been crufhed at once by fuch a de- 
ciiive blow. His followers, whofe reverence for 
the papal authority daily diminifhed, read Leo’s 

b Palavic. 27. I.uth, Qpcr. i 423. 
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anathemas with more indignation than terror. 
Jn fome cities, the people violently obflructed 
the promulgation of the bull; in others, the 
perfons who attempted to publilh it were infult- 
ed, and the bull itfelf was torn in pieces, and 
trodden under footc. 

This fentence, which he had for fome time 
expe&ed, did not difconcert or intimidate Lu- 
ther. After renewing his appeal to the general 
council [Nov. 17], he publilhtd remarks upon 
the bull of excommunication; and being now 
perfuaded that Leo had been guilty both of 
impiety and injullice in his proceedings againft 
him, he boldly declared the pope to be that 
man of fin, or Antichrift, whofe appearance is 
foretold in the New Teilament; he declaimed 
againil his tyranny and ufurpations with greater 
violence than ever ; he exhorted all Chrillian 
princes to (hake off fuch an ignominious yoke ; 
and boalted of his own happinefs in being mark- 
ed out as the object of ecclefiallical indignation, 
becaufe he had ventured to affert the liberty of 
mankind. Nor did he coniine his exprefiions of 
contempt for the papal power to words alone; 
Leo having, in execution of the bull, appointed 
Luther’s books to be burnt at Rome, he, by 
way of retaliation, affembled all the profelfors 
and ftudents in the univeriity of Wittemberg, 
and with great pomp, in prefence of a vaft mul- 
titude of fpedtators, cad the volumes of the ca- 
non law, together with the bull of excommu- 
nication, into the flames; and his example was 
imitated in feveral cities of Germany. The 

* Seckend. p. 116. 
L 3 manner 
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manner in which he juftified this aftion was ftill 
more offenfive than the adtion itfelf. Having 
collected from the canon law fame of the moil 
extravagant propoiitions with regard to the ple- 
nitude and omnipotence of the papal power, as 
well as the fubordination of all fecular jurifdic- 
tion to the authority of the holy fee, he pub- 
lifhed thefe with a commentary, pointing out 
the impiety of fuch tenets, and their evident 
tendency to fubvert all civil government d. 

Such was the progrefs which Luther had 
made, and fuch the ilate of his party, when 
Charles arrived in Germany. No fecular prince 
had hitherto embraced Luther’s opinions; no 
change in the eftablifhed forms of worihip had 
been introduced, and no encroachments had been 
made upon the poil'eiTions or jurifdidlion of the 
clergy ; neither party had yet proceeded to 
a ft ion ; and the controverfy, though condufted 
with great heat and palfion on both lides, was 
ftill carried on with its proper weapons, with 
thefes, deputations, and replies. A deep im- 
preflion, however, was made upon the minds of 
the people; their reverence for ancient inftitutions 
and doftrines was fhaken ; and the materials were 
already fcattered, which kindled into the com- 
buftion that foon fpread over all Germany. Stu- 
dents crowded from every province of the empire 
to Wittemberg; and under Luther hirnfelf, 
Melanfthon, Carloftadius, and other mafters then 
reckoned eminent, imbibed opinions, which, on 
their return, they propagated among their coun- 
trymen, who liftened to them with that fond at- 

<1 Luth. Ofer. ii. 316. 
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tention, which truth, when accompanied with 
novelty, naturally commands6. 

During the courfe of thefe tranfaftions, the 
court of Rome, though under the direction of 
one of its ableft pontiffs, neither formed its 
fchemes with that profound fagacity, nor exe- 
cuted them with that fteady perfeverance, which 
had long rendered it the moft perfect model of 
political wifdom to the reft of Europe. When 
Luther began to declaim againft indulgences, 
two different methods of treating him lay before 
the pope ; by adopting one of which, the at- 
tempt, it is probable, might have been crufhed, 
and by the other it might have been rendered in- 
nocent. If Luther’s firft departure from the 
doftrines of the church had inftantly drawn upon 
him the weight of its cenfures, the dread of thefe 
might have reftrained the eleftor of Saxony from 
protecting him, might have deterred the people 
from liftening to his difcourfes, or even might 
have overawed Luther himfelf; and his name, 
like that of many good men before his time, 
would now have been known to the world only 
for his honeft but ill-timed effort to corredl the 
corruptions of the Romifh church. On the other 
hand, if the pope had early teftified fome difplea- 
fure with the vices and exceffes of the friars who 
had been employed in publiftiing indulgences; 
if he had forbidden the mentioning of contro- 
verted points in difcourfes addreffed to the 
people ; if he had enjoined the difputants on both 
iides to be filent; if he had been careful not to 
rifcpie the credit of the church, by defining ar- 

c Seckend. 59. 
tides 
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tides which had hitherto been left undetermined ; 
Luther would, probably, have ftopt ihort at his 
firll difcoveries: he would not have been forced, 
in felf-defence, to venture upon new ground, 
and the whole controverfy might poffibly have 
died away infenlibly ; or being confined entirely 
to the fchools, might have been carried on with 
as little detriment to the peace and unity of the 
Romifh church, as that which the Francifcans 
maintain with the Dominicans concerning the 
immaculate conception, or that between the 
Janfenills and Jefuits concerning the operations 
of grace. But Leo, by fludluating between 
thefe oppofite fyItems, and by embracing them 
alternately, defeated the effeds of both. By an 
improper exertion of authority, Luther was ex- 
afperated, but not reltrained. By a miltaken 
exercife of lenity, time was given for his opinions 
to fpread, but no progrefs was made towards re- 
conciling him to the church ; and even the fen- 
tence of excommunication, which at another 
juntture might have been decifive, was delayed 
fo long, that it became at laft fcarcely an objed 
of terror. 

Such a feries of errors in the meafures of a 
court feldom chargeable with millaking its own 
true intereft, is not more ailonilhing than the 
wifdom which appeared in Luther’s condud. 
Though a perfed Itranger to the maxims of 
worldly wifdom, and incapable, from the impe- 
tuofity of his temper, of obferving them, he was 
led naturally, by the method in which he made 
his dilcoveries, to carry on his operations in a 
manner which contributed more to their fuccefs, 
than if every Hep he took had been prefcribed by 
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the moft: artful policy. At the time when he 
fethimfelf to oppofe Tetzel, he was far from in- 
tending that reformation which he afterwards 
effected ; and would have trembled with horror 
at the thoughts of what at lail he gloried in ac- 
complifhing. The knowledge of truth was not 
poured into his mind all at once, by any fpecial 
revelation ; he acquired it by induftry and medi- 
tation, and his progrefs, of confequence, was 
gradual. The dodtnnes of popery are fo clofely 
connedted, that the expofmg of one error con- 
duced him naturally to the deteCion of others ; 
and all the parts of that artificial fabric were fo 
united together, that the pulling down of one 
loofened the foundation of the reft, and rendered 
it more eafy to overturn them. In confuting 
the extravagant tenets concerning indulgences, 
he was obliged to inquire into the true caufe of 
our juftification and acceptance with God. The 
knowledge of that difcovered to him by degrees 
the inutility of pilgrimages and penances; the 
vanity of relying on the intercefiion of faints; 
the impiety of worlhipping them ; the abufes of 
auricular confeffion ; and the imaginary exilfence 
of purgatory. The deteftion of fo many errors 
led him of courfe to conlider the character of the 
clergy who taught them ; and their exorbitant 
wealth, thefevere injunction of celibacy, together 
with the intolerable rigour of monaftic vows, ap- 
peared to him the great fources of their corrup- 
tion. From thence, it was but one ftep to call 
in queftion the divine original of the papal 
power, which authorized and fupported fuch a 
fyftern of errors. As the unavoidable refult of 
the whole, he difclaimed the infallibility of the 
pope, the decifions of fchoolmen, or any other 

human 
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human authority, and appealed to the word of 
God as the only ftandard of theological truth. 
To this gradual progrefs Luther owed his fuc- 
cefs. His hearers were not Ihocked at firfl: by 
any propofition too repugnant to their ancient 
prejudices, or too remote from eftablifhed opi- 
nions. They were conducted infenfibly from 
one doftrine to another. Their faith and con- 
vidtion were able to keep pace with his difcove- 
ries. To the fame caufe was owing the inatten- 
tion, and even indifference, with which Leo 
viewed Luther’s iirft proceedings. A direct or 
violent attack upon the authority of the church 
would at once have drawn upon Luther the whole 
weight of its vengeance ; but as this was far 
from his thoughts, as he continued long to pro- 
fefs great refpedt for the pope, and made re- 
peated offers of fubmiffion to his decifions, there 
feemed to be no reafon for apprehending that he 
would prove the author of any defperate revolt; 
and he was fuffered to proceed ftep by ftep, in 
undermining the conflitution of the church, until 
the remedy applied at lafl came too late to pro- 
duce any effedt. 

But whatever advantages Luther’s caufe de- 
rived, either from the miitakes of his adverfaries, 
or from his own good conduft, the hidden pro- 
grefs and firm eftablifhment of his dodtrines muff 
not be afcribed to thefe alone. Tiie fame corrup- 
tions in the church of Rome which he condemned, 
had been attacked long before his time. The fame 
opinions which he now propagated, had been pub- 
lifhed in different places, and were fupported by 
the fame arguments. Waldus in the twelfth 
century, Wickliff in the fourteenth, and Hufs 
in the fifteenth, had inveighed againfl the errors 
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of popery with great boldncfs, and confuted 
them with more ingenuity and learning than 
could have been expected in thofe illiterate ages 
in which they fiourilhed. But all thefe prema- 
ture attempts towards a reformation proved 
abortive. Such feeble lights, incapable of dif- 
pelling the darknefs which then covered the 
church, were foon extinguifhed; and though 
the doctrines of thefe pious men produced fome 
effects, and left fome traces in the countries 
where they taught, they were neither extenfive 
nor confiderable. Many powerful caufes contri- 
buted to facilitate Luther’s progrefs, which 
either did not exift, or did not operate with full 
force in their days; and at that critical and ma- 
ture junfture when he appeared, circumftances 
of every kind concurred in rendering each ftep 
that he took fuccefsful. 

The long and fcandalous fchifm which divided 
the church during the latter part of the four- 
teenth and the beginning of the fifteenth centu- 
ries, had a great effect in diminifhiug the vene- 
ration with which the world had been accuftomed 
to view the papal dignity. Two or three con- 
tending pontiffs roaming about Europe at a time ; 
fawning on the princes, whom they wanted to 
gain ; extorting large fums of money from the 
countries which acknowledged their authority ; 
excommunicating their rivals, and curfing thofe 
who adhered to them ; diferedited their preten- 
fions to infallibility, and expofed both their per- 
fons and their office to contempt. The laity, to 
whom all parties appealed, came to learn that 
fome right of private judgment belonged to 
them, and acquired the exercife of it fo far as to 

choofe, 
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choofe, among thefe infallible guides, whom ■ 
they would pleafe to follow. The proceedings 
of the councils of Conftance and Bal'd Ipread this 
difrefpeft for the Romifh fee itill wider,- and by 
their bold exertion of authority in depoiing and 
eledding popes, taught men that there was in the 
church a juriididdion fuperior even to the papal 
power, which they had long believed to be iu- 
preme. 

The wound given on that occafion to the papal 
authority was icarcely healed up, when the pon- 
tilicates of Alexander VI. and Julius II. both 
able princes, but deteftable eccleliailics, raifed 
new fcandal in Chrrftendom. The profligate 
morals of the former in private hfe ; the fraud,, 
the injuftice, and cruelty of his public adminiilra- 
tion, place him on a level with thole tyrants, 
whofe deeds are the greateft reproach to human 
nature. The latter, though a llranger to the 
odious pafiions which prompted his predecelfor 
to commit fo many unnatural crimes, was under 
the dominion of a reftlefs and ungovernable am- 
bition, that fcorned all conliderations of grati- 
tude, of decency, or of juftice, when they ob- 
llrudied the execution of his fchemes. It was 
hardly pofiible to be firmly perfuaded that the 
infallible knowledge of a religion, whofe chief 
precepts are purity and humility, was depofited 
in the breads of the profligate Alexander or the 
overbearing Julius. The opinion of thofe who 
exalted the authority of a council above that of 
the pope, fpread wonderfully under their ponti- 
ficates : and as the emperor and French kings,, 
who were alternately engaged in hoftilities with 
thofe adtive pontiffs, permitted and even encou- 

2 raged 
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raged their fubjects to expofe their vices with all 
the violence of invedtive and all the petulance of 
ridicule, men’s ears being accuftomed to thefe, 
were not fhocked with the bold or ludicrous dif- 
courfes of Luther and his followers concerning 
the papal dignity. 

Nor were fuch exceffes confined to the head of 
the church alone. Many of the dignified clergy, 
fecularas well as regular, being the younger fons 
of noble families, who had alfumed the ecclefiaf- 
tical character for no other reafon but that they 
found in the church ftations of great dignity and 
affluence, were accuftomed totally to negledt the 
duties of their office, and indulged themfelves 
without referve in all the vices to which great 
wealth and idlenefs naturally give birth. Though 
the inferior clergy were prevented by their po- 
verty from imitating the expenfive luxury of their 
fuperiors, yet grofs ignorance and low debauchery 
rendered them as contemptible as the other were 
odious f. The fevere and unnatural law of celi- 
bacy, to which both were equally fubject, occa- 
fioned fuch irregularities, that in feveral parts of 
Europe the concubinage of priefts was not only 

f The corrupt date of the church, prior to the Reform- 
ation, is acknowledged by an author, who was both abun- 
dantly able to judge concerning this matter, and who was 
not over-forward to confefsit. “ For fome years (fays Bel- 
larmine) before the Lutheran and Calviniftic herelies were 
publifhed, there was not (as contemporary authors teftify) 
any feverity in ecclefiaftical judicatories, any difcipline with 
regard to morals, any knowledge of facred literature, any re- 
verence for divine things; there was not almoft any religion 
remaining.” Bellarminus Concio xxviii. Oper. tom. vi. 
col. 296. edit. Colon. 1617. apud Getdefii Hill. Evan. Re- 
novati, vol. i. p. 25. 

vol. it. m permit- 
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permitted but enjoined. The employing of a 
remedy fo contrary to the precepts of the Chrif- 
tian religion, is the flrongeft proof that the 
crimes it was intended to prevent were both nu- 
merous and flagrant. Long before the fixteenth 
century, many authors of great name and autho- 
rity give fuch defcriptions of the diflblute morals 
of the clergy, as feem almofl: incredible in the 
prefent age 5. The voluptuous lives of ecclefi- 
aitics occafioned great fcandal, not only becaufe 
their manners were inconiiftent with their facred 

£ Centum Gravamina Nation. German, in Fafciculo Rer. 
expetend. &■ fugiendarum, per Ortuinum Gratium, vol. i. 
361. See innumerable paflages to the fame purpofe in the 
appendix, or fecond volume, publilhed by Edw. Brown. 
See alto Herm. vondef Hardt, Hilt. Lit. Reform, pars iii. 
and the vaft colledtions of Walchius in his four volumes of 
Monuments Medii ./Evi. Getting. lys?1 

The authors I have quoted enumerate the vices of the 
clergy. When they ventured upon adlions manifeltly crimi- 
nal, we may conclude that they would be lefs fcrupulous 
with refpedt to the decorum of behaviour. Accordingly their 
neglefl if the decent condudt fuitable to their profeflion, 
feems to have given great oltence. In order to illultrate this, 
1 Brail iranferibe one pafl'age, becaufe it is taken not from 
any author whofe profefl’ed purpofe it was to deferibe the im- 
proper condudl of the clergy j and who, from prejudice or ar- 
tifice, may be fuppofed to aggravate the charge againlf them. 
The err peror Charles IV. in a letter to the archbilhop of 
Mentz, A. D. 1359, exhorting him to reform thedifordersof 
the clergy, thus exprelfes himfelf: “ De Chrifti patrimonio, 
ludos, haftiludia & torneamenta exercent; habrtum milita- 
rem cum praetextis aureiset argentcis geltant, et calceos mi- 
litares; comam & barbam nutriunt, & nihil quod ad vitam 
& ordinem ecclefiafticum fpeftat, oftendunt. Militaribus fe 
duntaxat & fecularibus adfibus, vita & moribus, in fuse falu- 
tis difpendium, & generaie populi fcandalum, immifeent. 
Codex Diplomaticus Anecdotorum, perVal; Ferd. Gude- 
rum, 4to. vol. iii. P.43S. 
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character ; but the laity being accuftomed to fee 
feveral of them raifed from the lowefl: ftations to 
the greateft affluence, did not {hew the fame in- 
dulgence to their exceffes, as to thofe of perfons 
poffeffed of hereditary wealth or grandeur 5 and 
viewing their condition with more envy, they 
cenfured their crimes with greater feverity. No- 
thing, therefore, could be more acceptable to 
Luther’s hearers, than the violence with which 
he exclaimed againll the immoralities of church- 
men, and every perfon in his audience could, 
from his own obfervation, confirm the truth of 
his invectives. 

The fcandal of thefe crimes was greatly in- 
creafed by the facility with which fuch as com- 
mitted them obtained pardon. In all the Euro- 
pean kingdoms, the impotence of the civil magif- 
trate, under forms of government extremely 
irregular and turbulent, made it neceffary to 
relax the rigour of jultice, and upon payment of 
a certain fine or compofition prefcribed by law, 
judges were accullomed to remit farther punifh- 
ment, even of the moil atrocious crimes. The 
court of Rome, always attentive to the means of 
augmenting its revenues, imitated this practice, 
and, by a prepoflerous accommodation of it to 
religious concerns, granted its pardons to fuch 
tranfgreffors as gave a fum of money in order to 
purchafe them. As the idea of a compofition 
for crimes was then familiar, this ftrange traffic 
was fo far from {hocking mankind, that it foon 
became general; and in order to prevent any im- 
pofition in carrying it on, the officers of the 
Roman chancery publiffied a book, containing 
the precife fum to be exacted for the pardon of 

m 2 every 
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every particular fin. A deacon guilty of murder 
was abfolved for twenty crowns. A bifhop or 
abbot might affalfinate for three hundred livres. 
Any ecclefiaftic might violate his vows of chaftity, 
even with the moil aggravating circumilances, 
for the third part of that fum. Even fuch ihock- 
ing crimes, as occur feldom in human life, and 
perhaps exift only in the impure imagination of 
a cafuiil, were taxed at a very moderate rate. 
When a more regular and perfect mode of dif- 
penfing juilice came to be introduced into civil 
courts, the practice of paying a compofition for 
crimes went gradually into difufe ; and mankind 
having acquired more accurate notions concerning 
religion and morality, the conditions on which 
the court of Rome bellowed its pardons appeared 
impious, and were confidered as one great fource 
of ecclefiallical corruption h. 

This degeneracy of manners among the clergy 
might have been tolerated, perhaps, with greater 
indulgence, if their exorbitant riches and power 
had not enabled them, at the fame time, to en- 
croach on the rights of every other order of 
men. It is the genius of fuperllition, fond of 
whatever is pompous or grand, to fet no bounds 
to its liberality towards perfons whom it efteems 
facred, and to think its expreflions of regard de- 
fedlive, unlefs it hath railed them to the height 
of wealth and authority. Hence flowed the ex- 
tenfive revenues and jurifdiftion poffeffed by the 
church in every country of Europe, and which 

h Fafcicul. Rer. expet & fug. i. 355. J. G. Schelhornii 
Atnenit. Literar. Francof. 1725. vol. ii. 369. Di£tion. de 
Bayle, Ardc. Banok & Tuppius. Taxa Cancellar. Roma- 
nje, edit. Francof. 1651. paflim. 

were 
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were become intolerable to the laity, from whofe 
undifcerning bounty they were at hrft derived. 

The burden, however, of ecclefiaftical op- 
preffion had fallen with fuch peculiar weight on 
the Germans, as rendered them, though naturally 
exempt from levity, and tenacious of their an- 
cient cuftoms, more inclinable than any people 
in Europe to liften to thofe who called on them 
to affert their liberty. During the long conteils 
between the pepes and emperors concerning the 
right of inveltiture, and the wars which thefe 
occafioned, moil of the confiderable German ec- 
clefiaftics joined the papal faction ; and while 
engaged in rebellion againft the head of the em- 
pire, they feized the Imperial domains and reve- 
nues, and ufurped the Imperial jurifdiclion with- 
in their own diocefes. Upon the re-eilabliihment 
of tranquillity, they ftill retained thefe ufurp. 
ations, as if by the length of an unjuil poifeffion 
they had acquired a legal right to them. The 
emperors, too feeble to wrelt them out of their 
hands, were obliged to grant the clergy fiefs of 
thofe ample territories, and they enjoyed all the 
immunities as well as honours which belonged to 
feudal barons. By means of thefe, many bilhops 
and abbots in Germany were not only ecclefiaf- 
tics, but princes, and their charadler and manners 
partook more of the licence too frequent among 
the latter, than of the fandlity which became 
the former1. 

The unfettled {late of government in Germany, 
and the frequent wars to which that country was 
expo fed, contributed in another manner towards 

> F. PjuI, Hiflory of Ecclefiaft. Benefices, p. 107. 
m 3 ag'gran- 
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aggrandiling ecclefiaftics. The only property, 
during thofe times of anarchy, which enjoyed 
fecurity from the oppreflion of the great, or the 
ravages of war, was that which belonged to the 
church. This was owing, not only to the great 
reverence for the facred character prevalent in 
thofe ages, but to a fuperftitious dread of the 
fcntence of excommunication, which the clergy 
were ready to denounce againft all who invaded 
their pofTeflions. Many obferving this, made a 
furrender of their lands to ecclefiaftics, and con- 
fenting to hold them in fee of the church, ob- 
tained as its vaifals a degree of fafety, which 
without this device they were unable to procure. 
By fuch an increafe of the number of their 
vaifals, the power of ecclefiaftics received a real 
and permanent augmentation ; and as lands, held 
in fee by the limited tenures common in thofe 
ages, often returned to the perfons on whom the 
fief depended, confiderable additions were made 
in this way to the property of the clergy k. 

The folicitude of the clergy in providing for 
the fafety of their own perfons, was ftill greater 
than that which they difplayed in fecuring their 
poffefiions ; and their efforts to attain it were ftill 
more fuccefsful. As they were confecrated to 
the prieftly office with much outward folemnity ; 
were diftinguifhed from the reft of mankind by a 
peculiar garb and manner of life ; and arrogated 
to their order many privileges which do not be- 
long to other Chriftians, they naturally became 
the objects of exceffive veneration. As a fuper- 

k F. Paul, Hiftory of Ecdefiaft. Benefices, p. 66. Bou- 
Uinvillers, Etat de France, tom. i. 169. Lond. 1737. 

1 ftitious 
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ftitious fpirit fpread, they were regarded as be- 
ings of a fuperior fpecies to the profane laity, 
whom it would be impious to try by the fame 
laws, or to fubjeft to the fame punilhmcnts. 
This exemption from civil jurifdiftion, granted 
at firft to ecclefiaftics as a mark of refpeft, they 
foon claimed as a point of right. This valuable 
immunity of the priefthood is aflerted, not only 
in the decrees of popes and councils, but was 
confirmed in the moll ample form by many of 
the greateft emperors *. As long as the clerical 
character remained, the perfon of an ecclefiaftic 
was in fome degree facred; and unlefs he were 
degraded from his office, the unhallowed hand 
of the civil judge durll not touch him. But as 
the power of degradation was lodged in the fpi- 
ritual courts, the difficulty and expence of ob* 
taining fuch a fentence, too often fecured abfo- 
lute impunity to offenders. • Many affumed the 
clerical character for no other reafon, than that 
it might fcreen them from the punilhment which 
their aftions deferved™. The German nobles 
complained loudly, that thefe anointed male- 
faftors, as they called them n, feldom fuffered 
capitally, even for the moll atrocious crimes; 
and their independence on the civil magiftrate is 
often mentioned in the remonftrances of the 
diets, as a privilege equally pernicious to fociety, 
and to the morals of the clergy. 

While the clergy afferted the privileges of their 
own order with fo much zeal, they made conti- 

1 Goldafti Conftitut. Imperial. Francof. 1673. vol. ii. 92. 
107. m Rymer’s Fadeia, vol. xiii. 532. 

B Centum Gravam. $ 31. 
nual 
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nual encroachments upon thofe of the laity. All 
caufes relative to matrimony, to teftaments, to 
ufury, to legitimacy of birth, as well as thofe 
which concerned ecclefialtical revenues, were 
thought to be fo connected with religion, that 
they could be tried only in the fpiritual courts. 
Not fatisfied with this ample jurildiftion, which 
extended to one half of the fubjefts that give 
rife to litigation among men, the clergy, with 
wonderful induftry, and by a thouland inven- 
tions, endeavoured to draw all other caufes into 
their own courts °. As they had engroffed almoft 
the whole learning known in the dark ages, the 
fpiritual judges were commonly fo far fuperior in 
knowledge and abilities to thofe employed in the 
fecular courts, that the people at firft favoured 
any ftretch that was made to bring their affairs 
under the cognizance of a judicature, on the de- 
ciiions of which they could rely with more per- 
fect confidence than on thofe of the civil courts. 
Thus the intereft of the church, and the inclina- 
tion of the people, concurring to elude the ju- 
rifdiction of the lay-magiilrate, foon reduced it 
almoil to nothing P. By means of this, vaft 
power accrued to ecclefiailics, and no inconfider- 
able addition was made to their revenue by the 
fums paid in thofe ages to the perfons who ad- 
miniftered juftice. 

The penalty by which the fpiritual courts en- 
forced their fentences, added great weight and 
terror to their jurifdidtion. The cenfure of ex- 
communication was inftituted originally for pre- 

° Giannone Hift of Naples, book xix. ^ 3. 
P Centum Gravam. § 9. 56. 64. 
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ferving the purity of the church ; that obftinate 
offenders, whofe impious tenets or profane lives 
were a reproach to Chriftianity, might be cut off 
from the fociety of the faithful: this ecclefiaftics 
did not fcruple to convert into an engine for pro- 
moting their own power, and they infli&ed it on 
the moft frivolous occafions. Whoever defpifed 
any of their decifions, even concerning civil mat- 
ters, immediately incurred this dreadful cenfure, 
which not only excluded them from all the pri- 
vileges of a Chriftian, but deprived them of their 
rights as men and citizens i; and the dread of 
this rendered even the moft fierce and turbulent 
fpirits obfequious to the authority of the church. 

Nor did the clergy negleft the proper methods 
of preferving the wealth and power which they 
had acquired with fuch induftry and addrefs. 
The poffefiions of the church, being confecrated 
to God, were declared to be unalienable ; fo 
that the funds of a fociety, which was daily 
gaining, and could never lofe, grew to be im- 
menfe. In Germany, it was computed that the 
ecclefiaftics had got into their hands more than 
one half of the national propertyr. In other 
countries, the proportion varied ; but the {hare 
belonging to the church was every where prodi- 
gious. Thefe vaft poffeffions were not fubjedt to 
the burdens impofed on the lands of the laity. 
The German clergy were exempted by law from 
all taxes5; and if, on any extraordinary emer- 
gence, ecclefiaftics were pleafed to grant fome 

S Centum Gravam. § 34. r Ibid. § 28. 
5 Ibid. §28. Goldafti Conft. Imper. ii. 79. ic8. Pfeffel 

Hift. du Droit Publ. 350. 374. 
aid 
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aid towards fupplying the public exigencies, 
this was coniidered as a free gift flowing from 
their own generofity, which the civil magiftrate 
had no title to demand, far lefs to exadf. In 
confequence of this ftrange folecifm in govern- 
ment, the laity in Germany had the mortification 
to find themfelves loaded with exceffive irnpoli- 
tions, becaufe fuch as poflefled the greateft pro- 
perty were freed from any obligation to fupport 
or to defend the ftate. 

Grievous, however, as the exorbitant wealth 
and numerous privileges of the clerical order were 
to the other members of the Germanic body, 
they would have reckoned it fome mitigation of 
the evil, if thefe had been poflefi'ed only by ec- 
clefiaftics refiding among themfelves, who would 
have been lefs apt to make an improper ufe of 
their riches, or to exercife their rights with un- 
becoming rigour. But the biihops of Rome 
having early put in a claim, the boldeil that ever 
human ambition fuggefted, of being fupreme and 
infallible heads of the Chriftian church, they, 
by their profound policy and unwearied perfe- 
verance, by their addrefs in availing themfelves 
of every circumftance which occurred, by taking 
advantage of the fuperlcition of fome princes, of 
the neceffities of others, and of the credulity of 
the people, at length eftablilhed their preten- 
fions, in oppofition both to the intereil and com- 
mon fenfe of mankind. Germany was the coun- 
try which thefe ecclefiaftical fovereigns governed 
with moll abfolute authority. They excommu- 
nicated and depofed fome of its moll illuilrious 
emperors, and excited their fubjedls, their mi- 
nifters, and even their children, to take arms 

againlt 
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againft them. Amidfl thefe contefts, the popes 
continually extended their own immunities, fpoil- 
ing the fecular princes gradually of their moft 
valuable prerogatives, and the German church 
felt all the rigour of that oppreflion which flows 
from fubjeftion to foreign dominion, and foreign 
exactions. 

The right of conferring benefices, which the 
popes ufurped during that period of confufion, 
was an acquifition of great importance, and ex- 
alted the ecclefiaftical power upon the ruins of 
the temporal. The emperors and other princes 
of Germany had long been in pofTeffion of this 
right, which ferved to increafe both their au- 
thority and their revenue. But by wrefting it 
out of their hands, the popes were enabled to fill 
the empire with their own creatures ; they ac- 
cuftomed a great body of every prince’s fubjefts 
to depend, not upon him, but upon the Roman 
fee ; they befcowed upon flrangers the richeft 
benefices in every country, and drained their 
wealth to fupply the luxury of a foreign court. 
Even the patience of the molt fuperftitious ages 
could no longer bear fuch oppreffion ; and fo loud 
and frequent were the complaints and murmurs 
of the Germans, that the popes, afraid of irri- 
tating them too far, confented, contrary to their 
ufual practice, to abate fomewhat of their pre- 
tenfions, and to reft fatisfied with the right of 
nomination to fuch benefices as happened to fall 
vacant during fix months in the year, leaving the 
difpofal of the remainder to the princes and other 
legal patrons'. 

t F. Faul, Hill, of Eccief. Bcnef. 204. Gold. Conllit. 
Imper. i. 408. 

But 
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But the court of Rome eafily found expedi- 
ents for eluding an agreement which put fuch 
reilraints on its power. The practice of referv- 
ing certain benefices in every country to the 
pope’s immediate nomination, which had been 
long known, and often complained of, was ex- 
tended far beyond its ancient bounds. All the 
benefices polfeffed by cardinals, or any of the 
numerous officers in the Roman court; thofe 
held by perfons who happened to die at Rome, 
or within forty miles of that city, on their 
journey to or from it; fuch as became vacant by 
tranfiation, with many others, were included in 
the number of referred hznthces ; Julius II. and 
Leo X. ftretching the matter to thp utmoil, 
often collated to benefices where the right of re- 
fervation had not been declared, on pretence of 
having mentally referved this privilege to them- 
felves. The right of refervation, however, even 
whh this extenfion, had certain limits, as it 
could be exercifed only where the benefice was 
actually vacant; and therefore, in order to ren- 
der the exertion of papal power unbounded, ex- 
petdative graces, or mandates nominating a perfon 
to fucceed to a benefice upon the firit vacancy 
that fliould happen, were brought into ufe. By 
means of thefe, Germany was filled with perfons 
who were fervilely dependent on the court of 
Rome, from which they had received fuch re- 
verfionary grants ; princes were defrauded, in a 
great degree, of their prerogatives; the rights 
of lay-patrons were pre-occupied, and rendered 
almolt entirely vain u. 

“ Centum Gravam. § zr. Fafcic. Rer. expet. &c. 334. 
Gold. Confl. Jmper. i. 331. 404, 403; F. Paul, Hilt, of 
E«l. Benef. 167. 199. 

The 
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The manner in which thefe extraordinary- 

powers were exercifed, rendered them ftill more 
odious and intolerable. The avarice and extor- 
tion of the court of Rome were become exceflive 
almoft to a proverb. The practice of felling 
benefices was fo notorious, that no pains were 
taken to conceal or to difguife it. Companies 
of merchants openly purchafed the benefices of 
different diftrifts in Germany from the pope’s 
minifters, and retailed them at an advanced 
pricex. Pious men beheld with deep regret 
thefe fimoniacal tranfaftions, fo unworthy the 
minifters of a Chriftian church ; while politicians 
complained of the lofs fuftained by the export- 
ation of fo much wealth in that irreligious traffic. 

The fums, indeed, which the court of Rome 
drew, by its ftated and legal impofitions, from 
all the countries acknowledging its authority, 
were fo confiderable, that it is not ftrange that 
princes, as well as their fubjefts, murmured 
at the fmalleft addition made to them by un- 
neceftary or illicit means. Every ecclefiaftical 
perfon, upon his admiffion to his benefice, paid 
annats, or one year’s produce of his living, to 
the pope ; and as that tax was exacted with 
great rigour, its amount was very great. To 
this mull: be added, the frequent demands made 
by the popes of free gifts from the clergy, to- 
gether with the extraordinary levies of tenths 
upon ecclefiaftical benefices, on pretence of ex- 
peditions againft the Turks, feldom intended, or 
carried into execution; and from the whole, 
the vaft proportion of the revenues of the church, 

x Fafric. Rer. expet. i, 359. 
vol. 11. n which 
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which flowed continually to Rome, may be 
eftimated. 

Such were the diflblute manners, the exorbi- 
tant wealth, the enormous power and privileges 
of the clergy, before the Reformation ; fuch the 
oppreflive rigour of that dominion which the 
popes had eltablifhed over the Chriftian world ; 
and fuch the fentiments concerning them that 
prevailed in Germany at the beginning of the 
iixteenth century. Nor has this Iketch been 
copied from the controverfial writers of that 
age, who, in the heat of deputation, may be 
fufpefted of having exaggerated the errors, or 
of having mifreprefented the conduct of that 
church which they laboured to overturn ; it is 
formed upon more authentic evidence, upon the 
memorials and remonftrances of the Imperial 
diets, enumerating the grievances under which 
the empire groaned, in order to obtain the re- 
drefs of them. Diflatisfa&ion mull have rifen 
to a great height among the people, when thefe 
grave aflembhes exprefled themfelves with , that 
degree of acrimony which abounds in their re- 
monftrances ; and if they demanded the aboli- 
tion of thefe enormities with fo much vehe- 
mence, the people, we may be aflured, uttered 
their fentiments and defires in bolder and more 
virulent language. 

To men thus prepared for (baking off the 
yoke, Luther addreffed himfelf with certainty 
of fuccefs. As they had long felt its weight, 
and had borne it with impatience, they liftened 
with joy to the firft offer of procuring them de- 
liverance. Hence proceeded the fond and eager 
reception that his dodtrines met with, and the 

rapidity 
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rapidity with which they fpread over all the 
provinces of Germany. Even the impetuofity 
and fiercenefs of Luther’s fpirit, his confidence 
in afferting his own opinions, and the arrogance 
as well as contempt wherewith he treated all who 
differed from him, which, in ages of greater 
moderation and refinement, have been reckoned 
defects in the character of that reformer, did 
not appear exceffive to his contemporaries, whofe 
minds were ftrongly agitated by thofe interefting 
controverfies which he carried on, and who had 
themfelves endured the rigour of papal tyranny, 
and feen the corruptions in the church againfl 
which he exclaimed. 

Nor were they offended at that grofs fcurrility 
with which his polemical writings are filled, or 
at tire low buffoonery which he fometimes intro- 
duces into his graveft difcourfes. No difpute 
was managed in thofe rude times without a large 
portion of the former; and the latter was com- 
mon, even on the moft folemn occafions, and 
in treating the moft facred fubjects. So far 
were either of thefe from doing hurt to his caufe, 
that invective and ridicule had fome effect, as 
well as more laudable arguments, in expofing the 
errors of popery, and in determining mankind 
to abandon them. 

Befides all thefe caufes of Luther’s rapid pro- 
grefs, arifing from the nature of his enterprife, 
and the juncture at which he undertook it, he 
reaped advantage from fome foreign and adven 
titious circumftances, the beneficial influence of 
which none of his forerunners in the fame courfe 
had enjoyed. Among thefe may be reckoned 
the invention of the art of printing, about half 

n 2 a cen- 



1$6 THE REIGN OF THE B. II. 

a century before his time. By this fortunate 
difcovery, the facility of acquiring and of pro- 
pagating knowledge was wonderfully increafed, 
and Luther’s books, which muft otherwife have 
made their way flowly and with uncertainty into 
diflant countries, fpread at once all over Eu- 
rope. Nor were they read only by the rich and 
the learned, who alone had accefs to books be- 
fore that invention ; they got into the hands of 
the people, who, upon this appeal to them as 
judges, ventured to examine and to rejeft many 
doctrines which they had formerly been required 
to believe, without being taught to underhand 
them. 

The revival of learning at the fame period was 
a circumftance extremely friendly to the Re- 
formation. The ftudy of the ancient Greek and 
Roman authors, by enlightening the human 
mind with liberal and found knowledge, roufed 
it from that profound lethargy in which it had 
been funk during feveral centuries. Mankind 
feem, at that period, to have recovered the 
powers of inquiring and of thinking for them- 
felves, faculties of which they had long loft the 
ufe ; and, fond of the acquilition, they exer- 
cifed them with great boldnefs upon all fubjects. 
They were not now afraid of entering an uncom- 
mon path, or of embracing a new opinion. No- 
velty appears rather to have been a recommend- 
ation of a doftrine ; and inftead of being ftartled 
when the daring hand of Luther drew afide or 
tore the veil which covered eftablifhed errors, 
the genius of the age applauded and aided the 
attempt. Luther, though a ftranger to elegance 
in tafte or compofition, zealoufly promoted the 

cultivatio* 
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cultivation of ancient literature ; and fenfibie of 
its being neceflary to the right underftanding of 
the fcriptures, he himfelf had acquired confider- 
able knowledge both in the Hebrew and Greek 
tongues. Melancthon, and fome other of his 
difciples, were eminent proficients in the polite 
arts ; and as the fame ignorant monks who op- 
pofed the introdudtion of learning into Germany, 
fet themfelves with equal fiercenefs again!! Lu- 
ther’s opinions, and declared the good reception 
of the latter to be the efie61 of the progrefs 
which the former had made, the caufe of learn- 
ing and of the Reformation came to be confi- 
dered as clofely connefted with each other, and, 
in every country, had the fame friends and the 
fame enemies. This enabled the reformers to 
carry on the conteft at fir!! with great fuperiority. 
Erudition, induftry, accuracy of fentiment, pu- 
rity of compofition, even wit and raillery, were 
almoft wholly on their fide, and triumphed with 
cafe over illiterate monks, whofe rude argu- 
ments, expreffed in. a perplexed and barbarous 
flyle, were found infufficient for the defence of 
a fyftem, the errors of which, all the art and in- 
genuity of its later and more learned advocates 
have not been able to palliate. 

That bold fpirit of inquiry, which the revival 
of learning excited in Europe, was fo favourable 
to the Reformation, that Luther was aided in 
his progrefs, and mankind were prepared to em- 
brace his doctrines, by perfons who did not wifh 
fuccefs to his undertaking. The greater part of 
the ingenious men who applied to the ftudy of 
ancient literature towards the clofe of the fif- 
teenth century, and the beginning of the fix- 

n 3 teenth, 
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teenth, though they had no intention, and per- 
haps no wifh, to overturn the eftablifhed fyftem 
of religion, had difcovered the abfurdity of many 
tenets and praftices authorized by the church, 
and perceived the futility of thofe arguments by 
which illiterate monks endeavoured to defend 
them. Their contempt of thefe advocates for 
the received errors, led them frequently to ex- 
pofe the opinions which they fupported, and to 
ridicule their ignorance with great freedom and 
feverity. By this, men were prepared for the 
more ferious attacks made upon them by Lu- 
ther, and their reverence both for the doftrines 
and perfons againft whom he inveighed was con- 
liderably abated. This was particularly the 
cafe in Germany. When the firlt attempts were 
made to revive a tafte for ancient learning in 
that country, the ecclefiaftics there, who were 
ftill more ignorant than their brethren on the 
other fide of the Alps, fet themfelves to oppofe 
its progrefs with more aftive zeal; and the pa- 
trons of the new fiudies, in return, attacked 
them with greater violence. In the writings of 
Reuchlin, Hutten, and the other revivers of 
learning in Germany, the corruptions of the 
church of Rome are cenfured with an acrimony 
of ftyle little inferior to that of Luther himfelf 

From the fame caufe proceeded the frequent 
firictures of Erafmus upon the errors of the 
church, as well as upon the ignorance and vices 
of the clergy. His reputation and authority 
were fo high in Europe, at the beginning of the 

V Gerdefius Hift. Evang. Renov. vol. i. p. 141. 157. 
Scckend. lib. i. p. 103. Vender Hardt Hill. Literar. Re- 
form. pars ii. 

fixteenth 
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iixteenth century, and his works were read with 
fuch univerfal admiration, that the effedt of thefe 
deferves to be mentioned as one of the circum- 
ftances which contributed confiderably towards 
Luther’s fuccefs. Erafmus, having been def- 
tined for the church, and trained up in the 
knowledge of ecclefiaftical literature, applied 
himfelf more to theological inquiries than any 
of the revivers of learning in that age. His 
acute judgment and exteniivc erudition enabled 
him to difcover many errors, both in the do&rine 
and worihip of the Romifh church. Some of 
thefe he confuted with great folidity of reafoning 
and force of eloquence. Others he treated as 
objefts of ridicule, and turned againft them that 
irrefiftible torrent of popular and fatirical wit, 
of which he had the command. There was 
hardly any opinion or praftice of the Romifh 
church, which Luther endeavoured to reform, 
but what had been previoufly animadverted upon 
by Erafmus, and had afforded him fubjedf either 
of cenfure or of raillery. Accordingly, when 
Luther firft began his attack upon the church, 
Erafmus feemed to applaud his conduct; he 
courted the friendfhip of feveral of his difciples 
and patrons, and condemned the behaviour and 
fpirit of his adverfaries z. He concurred openly 
with him in inveighing againff the fchool divines, 
as the teachers of a fyftem equally unedifying and 
obfcure. He joined him in endeavouring to turn 
the attention of men to the ftudy of the holy 
feriptures, as the only ilandard of religious 
truth *. 

* Seckend. lib. i. p. 40. 96. 
» Vender Hardt Hiftor. Literar. Reform, pars i. Ger- 

£tf. Hilt. Evang. Renov. i. 147. 
Various 
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Various circumftances, however, prevented 
Erafmus from holding the fame courfe with 
Imther. The natural timidity of his temper; 
his want of that ftrength of mind which alone 
can prompt a man to alfume the character of a 
reformer b ; his excefllve deference for perfons in 
high llation; his dread of lofing the penlions 
and other emoluments, which their liberality had 
conferred upon him ; his extreme love of peace, 
and hopes of reforming abufes gradually, and by 
gentle methods, all concurred in determining him 
not only to reprefs and to moderate the zeal 
with which he had once been animated againlt 
the errors of the church c, but to alfume the 
charafter of a mediator between Luther and his 
opponents. But though Erafmus foon began 
to cenfure Luther as too daring and impetuous, 
and was at laft prevailed upon to write againU 
him, he mull, neverthelefs, be confidered as his 
forerunner and auxiliary in this war upon the 
church. He firlt fcattered the feeds, which 
Luther cherifhed and brought to maturity. His 
raillery and oblique cenfures prepared the way 
for Luther’s invedlives and more direft attacks. 
In this light Erafmus appeared to the zealous 
defenders of the Romilh church in his own 

b Erafmus himfelf is canrfd enough to acknowledge this: 
“ Luther,” fays he, “ hr - ^;ven us many a wholefome doc- 
trine, and many a good counfel. 1 wilh he had not defeated 
the effedt of them by intoieraide faults. But if he had writ- 
ten every thing in the m dh unexceptionable manner, I had 
no inclination to die for the take of truth. Every man hath 
rot the courage requ (i'e to make a martyr j and J am 
afraid that, if i weie put to the trial, I /hould imitate St. 
Peter.” Epill. Erafmi in Jonin’s Life of Eiafm. vol. i. 
p. 273. 

c Jortin’s Life of Erafmusj voi. i. p- 25S. 
times. 
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times d. In this light he muft be confidered by 
every perfon converfant in the hiftory of that 
period. 

In this long enumeration of the circumftances 
which combined in favouring the progrefs of 
Luther’s opinions, or in weakening the refiftance 
of his adverfaries, I have avoided entering into any 
difeufiion of the theological dodfrines of popery, 
and have not attempted to {hew how repugnant 
they are to the fpirit of Chriftianity, and how 
deftitute of any foundation in reafon, in the word 
of God, or in the pradlice of the primitive 
church, leaving thofe topics entirely to ecclefiaf- 
tical hiftorians, to whofe province they peculiarly 
belong. But when we add the effedf of thefe 
religious confiderations to the influence of poli- 
tical caufes, it is obvious that the united opera- 
tion of both on the human mind muft have been 
fudden and irrefiftible. Though, to Luther’s con- 
temporaries, who were too near perhaps to the 
feene, or too deeply interefted in it, to trace the 

: caufes with accuracy, or to examine them with 
! coolnefs, the rapidity with which his opinions 
f fpread appeared to be fo unaccountable, that fome 

of them imputed it to a certain uncommon and ma- 
lignant pofition of the ftars, which fcattered the 
fpirit of giddinefs and innovation over the 
worldc ; it is evident, that the fuccefs of the 

I Reformation was the natural effect of many pow- 
| erful caufes prepared by peculiar providence, 
1 and happily confpiring to that end. This at- 

1! tempt to inveftigate thefe caufes, and to throw 

d Vondei Hardt Hift. Literar. Reform, pars i> p. 2. 
e Jovii Hifioria, Lut. 1553. fol. p. 134. 

light 
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light on an event fo lingular and important, will 
not, perhaps, be deemed an unneceffary digref- 
fion.—I return from it to the courfe of the 
hiltoiy. 

152 t.j The diet at Worms condufted its de- 
liberations with that flow formality peculiar to 
luch aflemblies. Much time was ipent in efta- 
blifhing fome regulations with regard to the in- 
ternal police of the empire. The jurifdi&ion of 
the Imperial chamber was confirmed, and the 
forms of its proceeding rendered more fixed and 
regular. A council of regency was- appointed 
to aflift Ferdinand in the government of the em- 
pire during any occafional abfence of the empe- 
ror ; which, from the extent of the emperor’s 
dominions, as well as the multiplicity of his 
affairs, was an event that might be frequently ex- 
pelled {. The flate of religion was then taken 
into confideration. There were not wanting 
fome plaufible reafons which might have induced 
Charles to have declared himfelf the protedlor of 
Luther’s caufe, or at leafl to have connived at its 
progrefs. If he had poffeffed no other domi- 
nions but thofe which belonged to him in Ger- 
many, and no other crown befides the Imperial, 
he might have been difpofed, perhaps, to favour 
a man, who afferted fo boldly the privileges and 
immunities for which the empire had flruggled 
fo long with the popes. But the vaft and dan- 
gerous fchemes which Francis I. was forming 
agaiull Charles, made it neceffary for him to re- 
gulate his condudl by views more extenfive thau 

f Pont. Heuter. Rer. Anttr* lib. viii. c. 11. p. 195. 
Pfeffel Abrcjjc Chronol. p. 598. 

thofe 
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thofe which would have fuited a German 
prince ; and it being of the utmoft importance 
to fecure the pope’s friendfhip, this determined 
him to treat Luther with great feverity, as the 
moft effeftual method of foothing Leo into a 
concurrence with his meafures. His eagernefs 
to accompliih this rendered him not unwilling to 
gratify the papal legates in Germany, who in- 
filled that, without any delay or formal delibe- 
ration, the diet ought to condemn a man whom 
the pope had already excommunicated as an in- 
corrigible heretic. Such an abrupt manner of 
proceeding, however, being deemed unprece- 
dented and unjuft by the members of the diet, 
they made a point of Luther’s appearing in per- 
fon, and declaring whether he adhered or not to 
thofe opinions which had drawn upon him the 
cenfures of the church B. Not only the empe- 
ror, but all the princes through whole territories 
he had to pafs, granted him a fafe-condu£t; and 
Charles wrote to him at the fame time [March6], 
requiring his immediate attendance on the diet, 
and renewing his promifes of protedlion from any 
injury or violence h. Luther did not hefitate one 
moment about yielding obedience, and fet out 
for Worms, attended by the herald who had 
brought the emperor’s letter and fafe-condudl. 
While on his journey, many of his friends, 
whom the fate of Hufs under fimilar circum- 
ftances, and notwithftanding the fame fecurity of 
an imperial fafe-condu£l, rilled with folicitude, 
advifed and entreated him not to rufh wantonly 
into the midft of danger. But Luther, fuperior 

g I’. Mart. Ep. 722. h Luth. Oper. ii. 411. 
to 
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to fucli terrors, filenced them with this reply, 
“ I am lawfully called,” faid he, “ to appear in 
that city, and thither will I go in the name of 
the Lord, though as many devils, as there are 
tiles on the houfes, were there combined againil 
me 

The reception which he met with at Worms 
was fuch as he might have reckoned a full re- 
ward of all his labours, if vanity and the love of 
applaufe had been the principles by which he 
was influenced. Greater crowds affembled to 
behold him, than had appeared at the emperor’s 
public entry; his apartments were daily filled 
with princes and perfonages of the higheft rank k, 
and he was treated with all the refpeft paid to 
thofe who poflefs the power of direfting the un- 
derftanding and fentiments of other men ; an 
homage, more fincere, as well as more flattering, 
than any which pre-eminence in birth or condi- 
tion can command. At his appearance before 
the diet, he behaved with great decency, and 
with equal firmnefs. He readily acknowledged 
an excefs of vehemence and acrimony in his con- 
troverfial writings, but refufed to retradt his 
opinions, unlefs he were convinced of their falfe- 
hood ; or to confent to their being tried by any 
other rule than the word of God. When neither 
threats nor entreaties could prevail on him to 
depart from this refolution, fome of the ecclefi- 
afiics propofed to imitate the example of the 
council of Conftance, and by punifhing the au- 
thor of this pellilent herefy, who was now in 

i Luth. Oper. ii. 412. 
* Seckend, 156. Luth. Oper. ii. 414. 

their 
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their power, to deliver the church at once from 
fuch an evil. But the members of the diet re- 
filling to expofe the German integrity to frelh 
reproach by a fecond violation of public faith ; 
and Charles being no lefs unwilling to bring a 
ftain upon the beginning of his adminiftration by 
fuch an ignominious aftion,Luther was permitted 
to depart in fafety *. A few days after he left 
the city [April 26], a fevere edidt was publilhed 
in the emperor’s name, and by authority of the 
diet, depriving him, as an obftinate and excom- 
municated criminal, of all the privileges which 
he enjoyed as a fubject of the empire, forbid- 
ding any prince to harbour or protedf him, and 
requiring all to concur in feizing his perfon as 
foon as the term fpeciiied in his fafe-condudt 
was expired”. 

But this rigorous decree had no coniiderablc 
effeft, the execution of it being prevented, partly 
by the multiplicity of occupations, which the 
commotions in Spain, together with the wars in 
Italy and the Low Countries, created to the em- 
peror ; and partly by a prudent precaution em- 
ployed by the eledlor of Saxony, Luther’s faith- 
ful and difcerning patron. As Luther, on his 
return from Worms, was palfing near Altenllein 
in Thuringia, a number of horfemen in mafks 
rulhed fuddenly out of a wood, where the eleftor 
had appointed them to lie in wait for him, and 
furrounding his company, carried him, after dif- 
miffingallhis attendants, to Wartburg, a ftrong 
eaille not far diftant. There the elector ordered 

1 F. Paul. Hid. of Counc. p. 13. Seckcnd. 160. 
111 Gold. Conft. Imperial, ii. 408. 

tot. ii, o him 
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him to be fupplied with every thing neceffary or 
agreeable, but the place of his retreat was care- 
fully concealed, until the fury of the prefent 
ftorm againft him began to abate, upon a change 
in the political fituation of Europe. In this 
folitude, where he remained nine months, and 
which he frequently called his Patmos, after the 
name of that ifland to which the apoftle John 
•was banifhed, he exerted his ufual vigour and 
induftry in defence of his doftrines, or in con- 
futation of his adverfari 

lowers, aftonilhed to a great degree, and dif- 
heartened at the fudden difappeiy ance of their 
leader. 

During his confinement, his opinions continu- 
ed to gain ground, acquiring the afcendant in 
almoft every city in Saxony. At this time, the 
Auguilinians of Wittemburg, with the approba- 
tion of the univerfity, and the connivance of the 
elettor, ventured upon the firft ftep towards an 
alteration in the eltablilhed forms of public wor- 
ihip, by abolilhing the celebration of private 
maffes, and by giving the cup as well as the 
bread to the laity in adminiltering the facrament 
of the Lord’s fupper. 

Whatever confolation the courage and fuccefs 
of his difciples, or the progrefs of his doctrines 
in his own country, afforded Luther in his re- 
treat, he there received information of two events 
which confiderably damped his joy, as they feem- 
ed to lay infuperable obffacles in the way of 
propagating his principles, in the two moft: 
powerful kingdoms of Europe. One was, a 
folemn decree, condemning his opinions, publilhed 

treatifes, which revived 
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by the univerfity of Paris, the moft: ancient, and, 
at that time, the moft refpeftable of the learned 
focieties in Europe. The other was the anfwer 
written to his book concerning the Babylonifh 
captivity by Henry VIII. of England. That 
monarch, having been educated under the eye of 
a fufpicious father, who, in order to prevent his 
attending to bufinefs, kept him occupied in the 
ftudy of literature, ftill retained a greater love 
of learning, and ftronger habits of application to 
it, than are common among princes of fo adlive 
a difpofition and fuch violent paffions. Being 
ambitious of acquiring glory of every kind, as 
well as zealoufly attached to the Romifti church, 
and highly exafperated againft Euther, who had 
treated Thomas Aquinas, his favourite author, 
with great contempt, Henry did not think it 
enough to exert his royal authority in oppofing 
the opinions of the reformer, but refolved like- 
wife to combat them with fcholaftic weapons. 
With this view he publifhed his treatife on the 
Seven Sacraments, which, though forgotten at 
prefent, as books of controverfy always are, when 
the occafion that produced them is paft, is not 
deftitute of polemical ingenuity and acutenefs, 
and was reprefented by the flattery of his cour- 
tiers to be a work of fuch wonderful fcience 
and learning, as exalted him no lefs above other 
authors in merit, than he was diftinguifhed 
among them by his rank. The pope, to whom 
it was prefented with the greateft formality in 
full conliftory, fpoke of it in fuch terms, as if it 
had been dictated by immediate infpiration ; and 
as a teftimony of the gratitude of the church for 
his extraordinary zeal, conferred on him the title 

02 of 
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of Defender of the Faith, an appellation which 
Henry foon forfeited in the opinion of thofe from 
whom he derived it, and which is ftill retained 
by his fucceffors, though the avowed enemies 
of thofe opinions, by contending for which he 
merited that honourable dilfindfion. Luther, 
who was not overawed, either by the authority 
of the univerfity, or the dignity of the mo- 
narch, foon publilhed his animadverfions on both, 
in a ftyle no lefs vehement and fevere, than he 
would have ufed in confuting his meanell an- 
tagonift. This indecent boldnefs, inflead of 
Ihocking his contemporaries, was confidered by 
them as a new proof of his undaunted fpirit. A 
controverfy managed by difputants fo illultrious, 
drew univerfal attention ; and fuch was the con- 
tagion of the fpirit of innovation, diffufed through 
Europe in that age, and fo powerful the evidence 
which accompanied the dodtrines of the reform- 
ers on their firft publication, that, in fpite of 
both the civil and ecclefiaftical powers combined 
againft them, they daily gained converts both in 
France and in England. 

How defirous foever the emperor might be to 
put a ftop to Luther’s progrefs, he was often 
obliged, during the diet at Worms, to turn his 
thoughts to matters Hill more interefling, and 
which demanded more immediate attention. A 
war was ready to break out between him and the 
French king in Navarre, in the Low Countries, 
and in Italy ; and it required either great addrefs 
to avert the danger, or timely and wife precau- 
tions to refill it. Every circumllance, at that 
jundlure, inclined Charles to prefer the former 
meafure. Spain was torn with intelline commo- 

tions. 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. T5J 
'France would have prompted him to retard or 
to defeat it, an alliance between the pope and 
emperor was quickly concludedr [May 8]. 
The chief articles in this treaty, which proved 
the foundation of Charles’s grandeur in Italy, 
were, that the pope and emperor fhould join 
their forces to expel the French out of the Mi- 
lanefe, the poffeffion of which ihould be granted 
to Francis Sforza, a fon of Ludovico the Moor, 
who had relided at Trent fince the time that his 
brother Maximilian had been difpoffeffed of his 
dominions by the French king ; that Parma and 
Placentia fhould be reftored to the church ; that 
the emperor (hould affift the pope in conquering 
Ferrara ; that the annual tribute paid by the 
kingdom of Naples to the Holy See (hould be 
increafed ; that the emperor (hould take the fa- 
mily of Medici under his proteftion ; that he 
(hould grant to the cardinal of that name a pen- 
fion of ten thoufand ducats upon the archbi- 
(hopric of Toledo ; and (hould fettle lands in the 
kingdom of Naples to the fame value upon Alex- 
ander the natural fon of Lorenzo de Medici. 

The tranfafting an affair of fuch moment with- 
out his participation, appeared to Chievres fo 
decifive a proof of his having loft the afcendant 
which he had hitherto maintained over the mind 
of his pupil, that his chagrin on this account, 
added to the melancholy with which he was over- 
whelmed on taking a view of the many and un- 
voidable calamities attending a war againftFrance, 
is faid to have (hortened his dayss. But though 

r Guic. I.xiv. i8|. Mem. de Bellay, p. 24, DuMont, 
Corps Diplom. tom. iv. fuppl. p. 96. 

4 Belcarii Comment, de Reb. Gallic. 483. 
* this. 
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this, perhap, may be only the conjecture of hif- 
torians, fond of attributing every thing that be- 
falls illultrious perfonages to extraordinary caufes, 
and of afcribing even their difeafes and death to 
the effeCt of political paflions, which are more apt 
to difturb the enjoyment than to abridge the 
period of life, it is certain that his death, at 
this critical juncture, extinguifhed all hopes 
of avoiding a rupture with France b This 
event, too, delivered Charles from a minifter, to 
whofe authority he had been accuftomed from 
his infancy to fubmit with fuch implicit defe- 
rence, as checked and depreffed his genius, and 
retained him in a ftate of pupilage, unbecoming 
his years as well as his rank. But this reftraint 
being removed, the native powers of his mind 
were permitted to unfold themfelves, and he be- 
gan to difplay fuch great talents, both in coun- 
cil and in aftion, as exceeded the hopes of his con- 
temporaries", and command the admiration of 
pofterity. 

While the pope and emperor were preparing, 
in confequence of their fecret alliance, to attack 
Milan, hoftilities commenced in another quarter. 
The children of John d’Albret, king of Navarre, 
having often demanded the reftitution of their 
hereditary dominions, in terms of the treaty of 
Noyon, and Charles having as often eluded their 
requefts upon very frivolous pretexts, Francis 
thought himfelf authorized by that treaty to 
affift the exiled family. The juncture appeared 
extremely favourable for fuch an enterprife. 
Charles was at a diltance from that part of his 

£ P. Heater. Rer. Auftriac, lib. viii. c. n. p. 197. 
» P. Mart. Ep. 735. 
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tions. In Italy, he had not hitherto fecured 
the afliftance of any one ally. In the Low 
Countries, his fubjedts trembled at the thoughts 
of a rupture with France, the fatal eifefts of 
which on their commerce they had often ex- 
perienced. From thefe confiderations, as well 
as from the folicitude of Chievres, during his 
whole adminiftration, to maintain peace between 
the two monarchs, proceeded the emperor’s back- 
wardnefs to commence hoftilities. But Francis 
and his minifters did not breathe the fame pa- 
cific fpirit. He eafily forefaw that concord could 
not long fubfift, where intereft, emulation, and 
ambition confpired to diffolve it; and he poffeff- 
ed feveral advantages which flattered him with 
the hopes of furprifing his rival, and of overpower- 
ing him before he could put himfelf in a pofture 
of defence. The French king’s dominions, from 
their compadf fituation, from their fubjeftion to 
the royal authority, from the genius of the peo- 
ple, fond of war, and attached to their fovereign 
by every tie of duty and affeftion, were more ca- 
pable of a great or fudden effort, than the larger 
but difunited territories of the emperor, in one 
part of which the people were in arms againft 
his minifters, and in all his prerogative was more 
limited than that of his rival. 

The only princes, in whofe power it was to 
have kept down, or to have extinguiflied this 
flame on its firft appearance, either neglected to 
exert themfelves, or were active in kindling and 
fpreading it. Henry VIII. though he affected 
to affume the name of mediator, and both parties 
made frequent appeals to him, had laid afide the 
impartiality which fuited that character. Wol- 

o 3 fey, 
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fey, by bis artifices, had eftranged him fo en- 
tirely from the French king, that he fecretly 
fomented the difcord which he ought to have 
compofed, and waited only for fome decent 
pretext to join his arms to thofe of the em- 
peror n. 

Leo’s endeavours to excite difcord between 
the emperor and Francis were more avowed, and 
had greater influence. Not only his duty, as the 
common father of Chriftendom, but his intereft 
as an Italian potentate, called upon the pope to 
aft as the guardian of the public tranquillity, 
and to avoid any meafure that might overturn 
the fyllem, which, after much bloodfhed, and 
many negotiations, was now eftablifhed in Italy. 
Accordingly Leo, who inftantly difcerned the 
propriety of this conduft, had formed a fcheme, 
upon Charles’s promotion to the Imperial dig- 
nity, of rendering hinlfelf the umpire between 
the rivals, by foothing them alternately, while 
he entered into no clofe confederacy with either; 
and a pontiff lefs ambitious and enterprifing, 
might have faved Europe from many calamities 
by adhering to this plan. But this high-fpirited 
prelate, who was itill in the prime of life, longed 
paffionately to diltinguifli his pontificate by fome 
fplendid aftion. He was impatient to wafh 
away the infamy of having loft Parma and Pla- 
centia, the acquifition of which reflefted fo much 
luftre on the adminiftration of his predeceflbr 
Julius. He beheld, with the indignation natural 
to Italians in that age, the dominion which the 
Tranfalpine, or as they, in imitation of the Ro- 

n Herbert. Fiddes’s Life of Wolfey, 258. 
man 
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man arrogance, denominated them, the barbarous 
nations, had attained in Italy. He flattered him- 
felf, that after aflifting the one monarch to ftrip 
the other of his pofleflions in that country, he 
night find means of driving out the vidlor in his 
turn, and acquire the glory of reftoring Italy to 
the liberty and happinefs which it had enjoyed 
before the invafion of Charles VIII. when every 
ftate was governed by its native princes, or its 
own laws, and unacquainted with a foreign yoke. 
Extravagant and chimerical as this projedt may 
feem, it was the favourite objeft of almofl: every 
Italian eminent for genius or enterprife during 
great part of the fixteenth century. They vainly 
hoped, that by fuperior (kill in the artifices and 
refinements of negotiation, they fliould be able 
to baffle the efforts of nations, lefs polilhed in- 
deed than themfelves, but much more powerful 
and warlike. So alluring was the profpecl of 
this to Leo, that notwithfianding the gentlenefs 
of his difpofition, and his fondnefs for the plea- 
fures of a refined and luxurious eafe, he haftened 
to difturb the peace of Europe, and to plunge 
himfelf into a dangerous war, with an impetuo- 
fity fcarcely inferior to that of the turbulent and 
martial Julius °. 

It was in Leo’s power, however, to choofe 
which of the monarchs he would take for his 
confederate againft the other. Both of them 
courted his friendfliip ; he wavered for fome time 
between them, and at firfl: concluded an alliance 
with Francis. The objeft of this treaty was 
the conqueft of Naples, which the confederates 

o Guic. lib. xiv. p. 173. 
agreed 
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agreed to divide between them. The pope, it 
is probable, flattered himfelf, that the brilk and 
aftive fpirit of Francis, feconded by the fame 
qualities in his fubjeCts, would get the ftart of 
the flow and wary councils of the emperor, and 
that they might over-run with eafe this detach- 
ed portion of his dominions, ill provided for de- 
fence, and always the prey of every invader. But 
whether the French king, by difcovering too 
openly his fufpicion of Leo’s fincerity, difap- 
pointed thefe hopes ; whether the treaty was 
only an artifice of the pope’s to cover the more 
ferious negotiations which he was carrying on 
with Charles ; whether he was enticed by the 
profpett of reaping greater advantages from an 
union with that prince ; or whether he was 
foothed by the zeal which Charles had mani- 
fefted for the honour of the church in condemn- 
ing Luther ; certain it is, that he foon deferted 
his new ally, and made overtures of friendfhip, 
though with great fecrecy, to the emperor p. 
Lon John Manuel, the fame man who had been 
the favourite of Philip, and whofe addrefs had 
diiconcerted all Ferdinand’s fchemes, having been 
delivered, upon the death of that monarch, from 
the prifon to which he had been confined, was 
now the Imperial ambafl’ador at Rome, and fully 
capable of improving this favourable difpoiition 
in the pope to his mafter’s advantage “i. To 
him the conduct of this negotiation was entire- 
ly committed ; and being carefully concealed 
from Chievres, whofe averfion from a war with 

P Guic. lib. xiv. p. 175. Mem. de Bella/, Par. 1573. p. 24. 
4 jovii Vita Leonis, lib. iv. p. 89. 
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dominions ; the troops ufually ftationed there 
had been called away to quell the commotions 
in Spain ; the Spaniih malecontents warmly fo- 
licited him to invade Navarre x, in which a con- 
fiderable faction was ready to declare for the 
defcendants of their ancient monarchs. But in 
order to avoid, as much as pofiible, giving of- 
fence to the emperor or king of England, Francis 
diredted forces to be levied, and the war to be 
carried on, not in his own name, but in that of 
Henry d’Albret. The conduft of thefe troops 
was committed to Andrew de Foix, de 1’Efparre, 
a young nobleman, whom his near alliance to 
the unfortunate king, whofe battles he was 
to fight, and what was dill more powerful, 
the filtered of his fider, Madame de Chateau- 
Briand, Francis's favourite midrefs,recommended 
to that important trull, for which he had neither 
talents nor experience. But as there was no 
army in the field to oppofe him, he became maf- 
ter, in a few days, of the whole kingdom of Na- 
varre, without meeting with any obdrudtion but 
from the citadel of Pampeluna. The additional 
works to this fortrefs, begun by Ximenes, were 
dill unfinilhed; nor would its flight refidance 
have deferved notice, if Ignatio Loyola, a Bif- 
cayan gentleman, had not been dangeroufly 
wounded in its defence. Duyng the progrefs of 
a lingering cure, Loyola happened to have no 
other amufement than what he found in reading 
the lives of the faints : the efiedl of this on his 
mind, naturally enthufiadic but ambitious and 
daring, was to infpire him with fuch a defire of 

* P. Mart. Ep. 711. 
emulating 
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■emulating the glory of thefe fabulous worthies of; 
the Romilh church, as led him into the wildeft 
and moft extravagant adventures, which terminat- 
ed at lalt in inttituting the fociety of Jefuits, the 
anoft political and bell regulated of all the mo- 
n a hie orders, and from which mankind have deriv- 
ed more advantages, and received greater injury, J 
than from any other of thofe religious frater- 
nities. 

If, upon the reduction of Pampeluna, L’Ef- 
parre had been fatisfied with taking proper pre- 
cautions for fecuring his conqueh, the kingdom 
of Navarre might hill have remained annexed 
to the crown of France, in reality, as well as in 
title. But, pufhed on by youthful ardour, and 
encouraged by Francis, who was too apt to be 
dazzled with fuccefs, he ventured to pafs the 
confines of Navarre, and to lay fiege to Logrog- 
no, a fmall town in Cahile. This roufed the 
Cahilians, who had hitherto beheld the rapid 
progrefs of his arms with great unconcern, and 
the diffenfions in that kingdom (of which a full 
account (hall be given) being almoh compofed, 
both parties exerted themfelves with emulation 
in defence of their country; the one, that it might 
efface the memory of pail mifconducl by its pre- 
fent zeal; the other, that it might add to the 
merit of having fubdued the emperor’s rebellious 
fubjecls, that of repulfing his foreign enemies. 
The fudden advance of their troops, together 
with the gallant defence made by the inha- 
bitants of Logrogno, obliged the French ge- 
neral to abandon his raih enterprife. The Spa- 
niih army, which increafed every day, harafiing 
him during his retreat, he, inftead of taking 
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flicker under the cannon of Pampeluna, or wait- 
ing the arrival of fome troops which were march- 
ing to join him, attacked the Spaniards, though 
far fuperior to him in number, with great im- 
petuoiity, but with fo little conduct, that his 
forces were totally routed, he himfelf, together 
with his principal officers, was taken prifoner, 
and Spain recovered poffcffion of Navarre in ftill 
ffiorter time than the French had fpent in the 
conqueft of it Jh 

While Francis endeavoured to juftify his in- 
vafion of Navarre, by carrying it on in the 
name of Henry d’Albret, he had recourfe to an 
artifice much of the fame kind, in attacking 
another part of the emperor’s territories. Ro- 
bert de la Mark, lord of the fmall but inde- 
pendent territory of Bouillon, fituated on the 
frontiers of Luxembourg and Champagne, having 
abandoned Charles’s fervice on account of an 
encroachment which the Aulic council had made 
on his jurifdiftion, and having thrown himfelf 
upon France for protection, was eafily perfuad- 
ed, in the heat of his refentment, to fend a he- 
rald to Worms, and to declare war againft the 
emperor in form. Such extravagant infolcnce 
in a petty prince furprifed Charles, and appeared 
to him a certain proof of his having received pro- 
mifes of powerful fupport from the French king. 
The juftnefs of this conclufion foon became evi- 
dent. Robert entered the duchy of Luxem- 
bourg with troops levied in France, by the king’s 
connivance, though feemingly in contradiction to 
his orders, and after ravaging the open country, 

v Mem. deEcilay, p, 21. P. Mart. Ep. 726. 
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laid fiege to Vireton. Of this Charles complained 
loudly, as a direft violation of the peace fubfifting 
between the two crowns, and fummoned Henry 
VIII., in terms of the treaty concluded at Lon- 
don in the year one thoufand live hundred and 
eighteen, to turn his arms againft Francis as the 
firft aggreffor. Francis pretended that he was 
not anfwerable for Robert’s conduft, whofe ar- 
my fought under his own ftandards, and in his 
own quarrel; and affirmed, that, contrary to an 
exprefs prohibition, he had feduced fome fubjefts 
of France into his fervice ; but Henry paid fo 
little regard to thisevaiion, that the French king, 
rather than irritate a prince whom he ftill hoped 
to gain, commanded De la Mark to dilband his 
troops z. 

The emperor, meanwhile, was affembling an 
army to chaftife Robert’s infolence. Twenty 
thoufand men, under the count of Naflau, in- 
vaded his little territories, and in a few days be- 
came mafters of every place in them but Sedan. 
After making him feel fo fenfibly the weight of 
his mailer’s indignation, Naffim advanced towards 
the frontiers of France ; and Charles, knowing 
that he might prefume fo far on Henry’s par- 
tiality in his favour, as not to be overawed by the 
fame fears which had rcftrained Francis, ordered 
his general to befiege Moufon. The cowardice 
of the garrifon having obliged the governor to 
furrender almoft without refillance, Naffau in- 
vefted Mezieres, a place at that time of no con- 
fiderable flrength, but fo advantageoully lituated, 

z Mem. de Bellay, p. 22, &c. Mem. de Fleuranges, 
P- 335* 
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that by getting poffeflion of it, the Imperial army 
might have penetrated into the heart of Cham- 
pagne, in which there was hardly any other 
town capable of obftrudting its progrefs. Hap- 
pily for France, its monarch, fenfible of the im- 
portance of this fortrefs, and of the danger to 
which it was expofed, committed the defence of 
it to the chevalier Bayard, diftinguilhed among 
his contemporaries by the appellation of The 
knight without fear, and without reproach*. This 
man, whofe prowefs in combat, whofe punctilious 
honour and formal gallantry, bear a nearer refem- 
blance, than any thing recorded in hiftory, to the 
character afcribed to the heroes of chivalry, pof- 
feffed all the talents which form a great generaL 
Thefe he had many occafions of exerting in the 
defence of Mezieres ; partly by his valour, partly 
by his conduCt, he protraCted the liege to a great 
length, and in the end obliged the Imperialilts 
to raife it, with difgrace and lofs b. Francis, 
at the head of a numerous army, foon retook 
Moufon, and entering the Low Countries, made 
feveral conquelts of fmall importance. In the 
neighbourhood of Valenciennes, through an ex- 
cefs of caution, an error with which he cannot 
be often charged, he loft an opportunity of cut- 
ting off the whole Imperial armyc; and what 
was ftill more unfortunate, he difgufted Charles 
duke of Bourbon, high conftable of France, by 
giving the command of the van to the duke 
D’Alengon, though this pod of honour belong- 
ed to Bourbon, as a prerogative of his office. 

a Oeuvres de Brantome, tom. vi. I 
•> Mem. de Bellay, p. 25, &c. 
6 P. Mart. Ep. 747. Mem. de Bellay, 35, 
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During thefe operations in the field, a con-1 

grefs was held at Calais [Auguft] under the- 
mediation of Henry VIII. in order to bring all j 
differences to an amicable iffue; and if the in-i 
tentions of the mediator had correfponded in any 
degree to his profeffions, it could hardly have., 
failed of producing fome good effeCl. But Henry : 

committed the foie management of the negoti- 
ation, with unlimited powers, to Wolfey ; and 1 

this choice alone was fufficient to have rendered ■ 
it abortive. That prelate, bent on attaining the I 
papal crown, the great objedt of his ambition, and ' 
ready to facrifice every thing in order to gain 
the emperor’s intereft, was fo little able to con- 
ceal his partiality, that, if Francis had not been 
well acquainted with his haughty and vindictive 
temper, he would have declined his mediation. 
Much time was fpent in enquiring who had be- ! 
gun hoftilities, which Wolfey affedled to repre- 
fent as the principal point ; and by throwing the 
blame of that on Francis, he hoped to juitify, 
by the treaty of London, any alliance into which 
his mailer fhould enter with Charles. The con- 
ditions on which hoftilities might be terminated ; 
came next to be conftdered ; but with regard to 
thefe, the emperor’s propofals were fuch, as dif- 
covered either that he was utterly averfe to peace, - 
or that he knew Wolfey would approve of what- 
ever terms fhould be offered in his name. He 
demanded the reftitutiop of the duchy of Bur- 
gundy, a province, the polfeffion of which would 
have given him accefs into the heart of France ; 
and required to be releafed from the homage due 
to the crown of France for the counties of 
Flanders and Artois, which none of his ancef- 

tors . 
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tors had ever refufed, and which he had bound 
himfelf by the treaty of Noyon to renew. Thefe 
terms, to which an high-ipirited prince would 
fcarcely have liilened, after the difafters of an 
unfortunate war, Francis rejetted with great 
difdain ; and Charles fliewing no inclination to 
comply with the more equal and moderate 
propolitions of the French monarch, that he 
Ihould reltore Navarre to its lawful prince, and 
withdraw his troops from the iiege of Tournay, 
the congrefs broke up without any other effect 

■ than that which attends unfuccefsful negotia- 
tions, the exafperating of the parties whom it 
was intended to reconcile d. 

During the continuance of the congrefs, Wol- 
fey, on pretence that the emperor himfelf would 
be more willing to make reafonable conceffions 
than his minifters, made an excurlion to Bruges, 
to meet that monarch. He was received by 
Charles, who knew his vanity, with as much 
refpect and magnificence as if he had been king 
of England. But inftead of advancing the treaty 
of peace by this interview, Wolfey, in his mai- 
ler’s name, concluded a league with the emperor 
againft Francis ; in which it was ilipulated, that 
Charles fhould invade France on the fide of 
Spain, and Henry in Picardy, each with an 
army of forty thoufand men ; and that, in order 
to ftrengthen their union, Charles Ihould efpoufe 
the princefs Mary, Henry’s only child, and the 
apparent heir of his dominions*. Henry pro- 
duced no better reafons for this meafure, equally 

11 P. Mart. Ep. 739. Herbert. 
e Rymer, Feeder, xiii, Herbert. 
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unjufi; and impolitic, than the article in the treaty 
of London, by which he pretended that he was 
bound to take arms againft the French king as the 
firft aggredbr ; and the injury which he alleged 
Francis had done him, in permitting the duke of 
Albany, the head of a faftion in Scotland, 
which oppofed the intereft of England, to return 
into that kingdom. He was influenced, how- 
ever, by other confiderations. The advantages 
which accrued to his fubjefts from maintaining 
an exadf neutrality, or the honour that refulted 
to himfelf from afting as the arbiter between 
the contending princes, appeared to his youthful 
imagination fo inconliderable, when compared 
with the glory which might be reaped from 
leading armies or conquering provinces, that he 
determined to remain no longer in a hate of in- 
aftivity. Having once taken this refolution, 
his inducements to prefer an alliance with Charles 
were obvious. He had no claim upon any part 
of that prince’s dominions, moft of which were 
fo fituated, that he could not attack them with- 
out great difficulty and difadvantage ; whereas 
feveral maritime provinces of France had been 
long in the hands of the Engliih monarchs, 
whofe pretenfions, even to the crown of that 
kingdom, were not as yet altogether forgotten ; 
and the poifeffion of Calais not only gave him 
eafy accefs into fome of thofe provinces, but in 
cafe of any difafter, afforded him a fecure re- 
treat. While Charles attacked France on one 
frontier, Henry flattered himfelf that he ffiould 
find little refiftance on the other, and that the 
glory of re-annexing to the crown of England 
the ancient inheritance of its monarchs on the 

continent 
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continent was referved for his reign. Wolfey 
artfully encouraged thefe vain hopes, which led 
his mailer into fuch meafures as were moft fub- 
fervient to his own lecret fchemes ; and the 
Englifh, whofe hereditary animoiity againft the 
French was apt to rekindle on every occafion, 
did not difapprove of the martial fpirit of their 
foveieign. 

Meanwhile the league between the pope and 
the emperor produced great effedfs in Italy, and 
rendered Lombardy the chief theatre of war. 
There was, at that time, fuch contrariety be- 
tween the charadter of the French and the Ita- 
lians, that the latter fubmitted to the govern- 
ment of the former with greater impatience than 
they expreffed under the dominion of other fo- 
reigners. The phlegm of the Germans and 
gravity of the Spaniards fuited their jealous 
temper and ceremonious manners better than the 
French gaiety, too prone to gallantry, and too 
little attentive to decorum. Lewis XII. how- 
ever, by the equity and gentlenefs of his admi- 
niilration, and by granting the Milanefe more 
extenlive privileges than thofe they had enjoyed 
under their native princes, had overcome, in a 
great meafure, their prejudices, and reconciled 
them to the French government. Francis, on 
recovering that duchy, did not imitate the ex- 
ample of his predecellbr. Though too generous 
himfelf to opprtfs his people, his boundlefs con- 
fidence in his favourites, and his negligence in 
examining into the conduft of thofe whom he 
entrufted with power, emboldened them to ven- 
ture upon many a£ts of oppreffion. The go- 
vernment of Milan was committed by him to 

Odet 
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Odet de Foix, Marechal de Lautrec, another 
brother of Madame de Chateau-Briand, an offi- 
cer of great experience and reputation, but 
haughty, imperious, rapacious, and incapable 
either of liftening to advice or of bearing 
contradiftion. His infolence and exactions to- 
tally alienated the affections of the Milanefe from 
France, drove many of the confiderable citizens 
into banifhment, and forced others to retire for 
their own fafety. Among the laft was Jerome 
Morone, vice-chancellor of Milan, a man whofe 
genius for intrigue and enterprife dilfinguifhed 
him in an age and country, where violent fac- 
tions, as well as frequent revolutions, affording 
great fcope for fuch talents, produced or called 
them forth in great abundance. He repaired to 
Francis Sforza, whofe brother Maximilian he had 
betrayed ; and fufpefting the pope’s intention of 
attacking the Milanefe, although his treaty with 
the emperor was not yet made public, he pro- 
pofed to Leo, in name of Sforza, a fcheme for 
furprifing feveral places in that duchy by means 
of the exiles, who, from hatred to the French, 
and from attachment to their former mailers, 
were ready for any defperate enterprife. Leo 
not only encouraged the attempt, but advanced 
a confiderable fum towards the execution of it; 
and when, through unforefeen accidents, it failed 
of fuccefs in every part, he allowed the exiles, 
who had affembled in a body, to retire to Reg- 
gio, which belonged at that time to the church. 
The Marechal de Foix, who commanded at Mi- 
lan in abfence of his brother Lautrec, who was 
then in France, tempted with the hopes of catch- 
ing at once, as in a fnare, all the avowed enemies 

of 
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of his mafter’s government in that country, ven- 
tured to march into the eccleliaitical territories 
[June 24], and to inveil Reggio. But the vigi- 
lance and good conduct .of Guicciardini the hif- 
torian, governor of that place, obliged the French 
general to abandon the enterprife with difgrace f. 
Leo, on receiving this intelligence, with which 
he was highly pleafed, as it furnifhed him a de- 
cent pretence for a rupture with France, imme- 
diately afl'embled the confiftory of cardinals. 
After complaining bitterly of the hoftile inten- 
tions of the French king, and magnifying the 
emperor’s zeal for the church, of which he had 
given a recent proof by his proceedings againft 
Luther, he declared that he was conftrained in 
felf-defence, and as the only expedient for the 
fecurity of the ecclefialtieal Hate, to join his 
arms to thofe of that prince. For this purpofe 
he now pretended to conclude a treaty with Don 
John Manuel, although it had really been figned 
fame months before this time ; and he publicly 
excommunicated De Foix, as an impious invader 
of St. Peter’s patrimony. 

Leo had already begun preparations for war, 
by taking into pay a confiderable body of Swifs ; 
but the Imperial troops advanced fo llowly from 
Naples and Germany, that it was the middle of 
autumn before the army took the field under the 
command of Profper Colonna, the molt eminent 
of the Italian generals, whofe extreme caution, 
the effedl of long experience in the art of war, 
was oppofed with great propriety to the impe- 
tuofity of the French. In the mean time, De 

f Guic. lit. xiv. 183. Mem. deBel’ay, p. 38, &c. 
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Foix difpatched courier after courier to inform 
the king of the danger which was approaching. 
Francis, whofe forces were either employed in 
the Low Countries, or affembling on the fron- 
tiers of Spain, and who did not expedt fp fudden 
an attack in that quarter, fent ambaffadors to 
his allies the Swifs, to procure from them the 
immediate levy of an additional body of troops ; 
and commanded Lautrec to repair forthwith to 
his government. That general, who was well 
acquainted with the great neglect of ceconomy 
in the adminiftration of the king’s finances, and 
who knew how much the troops in the Milanefe 
had already fuffered from the want of their pay, 
refufed to fet out unlefs the fum of three hundred 
thoufand crowns was immediately put into his 
hands. But the king, Louife of Savoy, his 
mother, and Semblancy, the fuperintendent of 
finances, having promifed, even with an oath, 
that on his arrival at Milan he fhould find re- 
mittances for the fum which he demanded; 
upon the faith of this, he departed. Unhappily 
for France, Louife, a woman deceitful, vindic- 
tive, rapacious, and capable of facrificing any 
thing to the gratification of her pafilons, but 
who had acquired an abfolute afcendant over her 
fon by her maternal tendernefs, her care of his 
education, and her great abilities, was refolved 
not to perform this promife. Lautrec having 
incurred her difpleafure by his haughtinefs in 
neglefting to pay court to her, and by the free- 
dom with which he had talked concerning fome 
of her adventures in gallantry, (he, in order to 
deprive him of the honour which he might have 
gained by a fuccefsful defence of the Milanefe, 
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feized the three hundred thoufand crowns def- 
tined for that fervice, and detained them for her 
own ufe. 

Lautrec, notwithftanding this cruel difap- 
pointment, found means to alfemble a confider- 
able army, though far inferior in number to that 
of the confederates. He adopted the plan of 
defence moft fuitable to his fituation, avoiding 
a pitched battle with the greateft care, while he 
haraffed the enemy continually with his light 
troops, beat up their quarters, intercepted their 
convoys, and covered or relieved every place 
which they attempted to attack. By this pru- 
dent conduct, he not only retarded their pro- 
grefs, but would have foon wearied out the pope, 
who had hitherto defrayed almoft the whole ex- 
pence of the war, as the emperor, whofe reve- 
nues in Spain were diffipated during the commo- 
tions in that country, and who was obliged to 
fupport a numerous army in the Netherlands, 
could not make any confiderable remittances into 
Italy. But an unforefeen accident difconcerted 
all his meafures, and occalioned a fatal reverfe 
in the French affairs. A body of twelve thou- 
fand Swifs ferved in Lautrec’s army under the 
banners of the republic, with which France was 
in alliance. In confequence of a law, no lefs 
political than humane, eftablifhed among the 
cantons, their troops were never hired out by 
public authority to both the contending parties 
in any war. This law, however, the love of 
gain had fometimes eluded, and private perfons 
had been allowed to enlifl in what fervice they 
pleafed, though not under the public banners, 
but under thofe of their particular officers. The 
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cardinal of Sion, who Hill preferved his intereft i 
among his countrymen, and his enmity to 
France, having prevailed on them to connive at 
a levy of this kind, twelve thoufand Swifs, in- 
ftigated by him, joined the army of the confe- 
derates. But the leaders in the cantons, when 
they faw fo many of their countrymen marching 
under hoftile ftandards, and ready to turn their 
arms againft each other, became fo fenfible of 
the infamy to which they would be expofed by 
permitting this, as well as the lofs they might 
fuffer, that they difpatched couriers, command- 
ing their people to leave both armies, and to re- 
turn forthwith into their own country. The 
cardinal of Sion, however, had the addrefs, by 
corrupting the meffengers appointed to carry 
this order, to prevent it from being delivered to 
the Swifs in the fervice of the confederates ; but 
being intimated in due form to thofe in the 
French army, they, fatigued with the length of 
the campaign, and murmuring for want of pay, 
inftantly yielded obedience, in fpite of Lautrec’s 
remonftrances and entreaties. 

After the defertion of a body which formed 
the ftrength of his army, Lautrec durft no 
longer face the confederates. He retired to- 
wards Milan, encamped on the banks of the 
Adda, and placed his chief hopes of fafety in 
preventing the enemy from palling that river ; 
an expedient for defending a country fo preca- 
rious, that there are few inflances of its being 
employed with fuccefs againft any general of ex- 
perience or abilities. Accordingly Colonna, not- 
withftanding Lautrec’s vigilance and aftivity, 
paffcd the Adda with little lofs, and obliged him 
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to ftmt himfelf up within the walls of Milan, 
which the confederates were preparing to be- 
fiege, when an unknown perfon, who never af- 
terwards appeared either to boaft of this fervice, 
or to claim a reward for it, came from the city, 
and acquainted Morone, that if the army would 
advance that night, the Ghibelline or Imperial 
faction would put them in poffeffion of one of 
the gates. Colonna, though no friend to rafli 
enterprifes, allowed the marquis de Pefcara to 
advance with the Spanifh infantry, and he him- 
felf followed with the reft of his troops. About 
the beginning of night, Pefcara arriving at the 
Roman gate in the fuburbs/lurprifed the foldiers 
whom he found there ; thofe polled in the for- 
tifications adjoining to it immediately fled ; the 
marquis feizing the works which they abandon- 
ed, and pufliing forward incellantly, though 
with no lefs caution than vigour, became mafter 
of the city with little bloodftied, and almoft 
without refiftance ; the vidlors being as much 
aftonifhed as the vanquifhed at the facility and 
fuccefs of the attempt. Lautrec retired preci- 
pitately towards the Venetian territories with 
the remains of his (battered army ; the cities of 
the Milanefe, following the fate of the capital, 
furrendered to the confederates; Parma and 
Placentia were united to the ecclefiaftical (late, 
and of all their conquefts in Lombardy, only 
the town of Cremona, the caftle of Milan, and 
a few inconfiderable forts, remained in the hands 
of the French ?. 

P Guic. 1. xiv. 190, &c. Mem. de Be!!ay, 41, &c. Ca- 
leacii Capella de reb. geft. pro reftitut. Fran. Sfortiae Com- 
ment. ap. Scardium, vol. ii. 180, &c. 
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Leo received the accounts of this rapid fuc- 
ceffion of profperous events with fuch tranfports 
of joy, as brought on (if we may believe the 
French hiftorians) a flight fever, which being 
negle&ed, occafioned his death on the fecond of 
December, while he was ftill of a vigorous age, 
and at the height of his glory. By this unex- 
pected accident, the fpirit of the confederacy 
was broken, and its operations fufpended. The 
cardinals of Sion and Medici left the army that 
they might be prefent in the conclave ; the Swifs 
were recalled by their fuperiors; fome other 
mercenaries dilbanded for want of pay; and only 
the Spaniards, and a few Germans in the erm. 
peror’s fervice, remained to defend the Milanefe. 
But Lautrec, deftitute both of men and of mo- 
ney, was unable to improve this favourable op- 
portunity in the manner which he would have 
wiflied. [1522] The vigilance of Morone, 
and the good condud; of Colonna, difappointed 
his feeble attempts on the Milanefe. Guicciar- 
dini, by his addrefs and valour, repulfed a bolder 
and more dangerous attack which he made on 
Parma h. 

Great difeord prevailed in the conclave which 
followed upon Leo’s death, and all the arts na- 
tural to men grown old in intrigue, when con- 
tending for the higheIt prize an eccleiiaitic can 
obtain, were praCtifed. Wolfey’s name, not- 
withltanding all the emperor’s magnificent pro- 
mifes to favour his pretenfions, of which that 
prelate did not fail to remind him, was hardly 
mentioned in the conclave. Julio cardinal dc 

h Guic. 1, xiv, 214, 
Medici, 
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Medici, Leo’s nephew, who was more eminent 
than any other member of the facred college for 
his abilities, his wealth, and his experience in 
tranfafting great affairs, had already lecured fif- 
teen voices, a number fufficient, according to the 
forms of the conclave, to exclude any other can- 
didate, though not to carry his own eledfion. 
As he was (till in the prime of life, all the aged 
cardinals combined againfl him, without being 
united in favour of any other perfon. While 
thefe factions were endeavouring to gain, to cor- 
rupt, or to weary out each other, Medici and 
his adherents voted one morning at the fcrutiny, 
which according to form was made every day, 
for cardinal Adrian of Utrecht, who at that time 
governed Spain in the emperor’s name. This 
they did merely to protradf time. But the ad- 
veife party inftantly clofmg with them, to their 
own amazement and that of all Europe, a 
ftranger to Italy, unknown to the perfons who 
gave their fuffrages in his favour, and unac- 
quainted with the manners of the people, or the 
interefl of the ftate, the government of which 
they conferred upon him, was unanimoufly raifed 
to the papal throne [January 9], at a juncture 
fo delicate and critical, as would have demanded 
all the fagacity and experience of one of the mofl 
able prelates in the facred college. The cardi- 
nals themfelves, unable to give a reafon for this 
flrange choice, on account of which, as they 
marched in proceffion from the conclave, they 
were loaded with infults and curfes by the Ro- 
man people, afcribed it to an immediate impulfe 
of the Holy Ghoft. It may be imputed with 
greater certainty to the influence of Don John 

0^2 Manuel, 
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Manuel, the Imperial ambaffador, who by his 
addrefs and intrigues facilitated the election of 
a perfon devoted to his mailer’s fervice, from 
gratitude, from intereil, and from inclinationl. 

Befide the influence which Charles acquired 
by Adrian’s promotion, it threw great luilre on 
his adminiftration. To bellow on his preceptor 
fuch a noble recompence, and to place on the 
papal throne one whom he had railed from ob- 
fcurity, were a£ls of uncommon magnificence 
and power. Francis obferved, with the fenfi- 
bility of a rival, the pre-eminence which the em- 
peror was gaining, and refolved to exert himfelf 
with frefh vigour, In order to wreil from him 
his late conquells in Italy. The Swifs, that they 
might make fome reparation to the French king, 
for having withdrawn their troops from his army 
fo unfeafonably as to occafion the lofs of the 
Milanefe, permitted him to levy ten thoufand 
men in the republic. Together with this rein- 
forcement, Lautrec received from the king a 
fmall fum of money, which enabled him once 
more to take the field ; and after feizing by 
furprife, or force, feveral places in the Milanefe, 
to advance within a few miles of the capital. 
The confederate army was in no condition to 
obilruct his progrefs; for though the inhabitants 
of Milan, by the artifices of Morone, and by the 
popular declamations of a monk whom he em- 
ployed, were inflamed with fuch enthufiaftic zeal 
againfl: the French government, that they con- 
fented to raife extraordinary contributions, Co- 
Jonna mull foon have abandoned the advantageous 

* Herm. Moringi Vita Hadriani, ap. Cafp. Burman. in 
d* Hadr, p. 52. Conclave Kadr. Ibid. p. 144, &c. 
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camp which he had chofen at Bicocca, and 
have difmiffed his troops for want of pay, if the 
Swifs in the French fervice had not once more 
extricated him out of his difficulties. 

The infolence or caprice of thofe mercenaries 
were often no lefs fatal to their friends, than 
their valour and difeipline were formidable to 
their enemies. Having now ferved fome months 
without pay, of which they complained loudly, 
afum deltined for their ufe was fent from France 
under a convoy of horfe ; but Morone, whofe 
vigilant eye nothing efcaped, polled a body of 
troops in their way, fo that the party which ef- 
corted the money durft not advance. On re- 
ceiving intelligence of this, the Swifs loll all pa- 
tience, and officers as well as foldiers crowding 
around Lautrec, threatened with one voice in- 
flantly to retire, if he did not either advance the 
pay which was due, or promife to lead them next 
morning to battle. In vain did Lautrec remon- 
flrate againll thefe demands, reprefenting to them 
the impoffibility of the former, and the ralhnefs 
of the latter, which mull be attended with cer- 
tain dellruftion, as the enemy occupied a camp 

, naturally of great llrength, and which by art 
they had rendered almoft inacceffible. The Swifs, 
deaf tp reafon, and perfuaded that their valour 
was capable of furmounting every obllacle, re- 
newed their demand with greater fiercenefs, of- 
fering themfelves to form the vanguard, and to 
begin the attack. Lautrec, unable to overcome 
their obllinacy, complied with their requell, hop- 
ing, perhaps, that lome of thofe unforeffien ac- 
cidents which fo often determine the fate of 
battles, might crown this ralh enterprife with 

ti_3 undeferved 
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undeferved fuccefs ; and convinced that the ef- 
fects of a defeat could not be more fatal than 
thofe which would certainly follow upon the 
retreat of a body which compofed one half of 
his army. Next morning [May] the Swifs 
were early in the field, and marched with the 
gieateft intrepidity againft an enemy deeply en- 
trenched on every fide, furrounded with artil- 
lery, and prepared to receive them. As they 
advanced, they fuftained a furious cannonade 
with great firmnefs, and without waiting for 
their own artillery, rufhed impetuoufly upon the 
intrenchments. But after incredible efforts of 
valour, which were feconded with great fpirit by 
the French, having loft their braveft officers anci 
befl foldiers, and finding that they could make 
no impreffion on the enemy’s works, they founded 
a retreat; leaving the field of battle, however, 
like men repulfed, but not vanquifhed, in dole 
array, and without receiving any moleftation 
from the enemy. 

Next day, fuch as furvived fet out for their 
own country ; and Lautrec, defpairing of being 
able to make any farther refiltance, retired into 
France, after throwing garrifons into Cremona 
and a few other places ; all which, except the 
citadel of Cremona, Colonna foon obliged to 
furrender. 

Genoa, however, and its territories, remaining 
fubjeft to France, ftill gave Francis confiderable 
footing in Italy, and made it eafy for him to ex- 
ecute any fcheme for the recovery of the Mi- 
lanefe. But Colonna, rendered enterprizing by 
continual fuccefs, and excited by the felicitations 
of the faction of the Adorni, the hereditary ene- 

mies 
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mies of the Fregofi, who under the proteftion 
of France poffeffed the chief authority in Genoa, 
determined to attempt the reduction of that 
ftate ; and accomplifhed it with amazing facility. 
He became mafter of Genoa by an accident as 
unexpected as that which had given him polfef- 
fion of Milan ; and almoft without oppofition or 
bloodflied, the power of the Adorni, and the 
authority of the emperor, were eftabliihed in 
Genoa k. 

Such a cruel fuccefiion of misfortunes affefted 
Francis with deep concern, which was not a little 
augmented by the unexpected arrival of an Eng- 
lilh herald, who, in the name of his fovereign, de- 
clared war in form againftFrance [May 29]. This 
ftep was taken in confequence of the treaty which 
Wolfey had concluded with the emperor at 
Bruges, and which had hitherto been kept fe- 
cret. Francis, though he had reafon to be fur- 
prifed with this denunciation, after having been 
at fuch pains to footh Henry and to gain his 
minifter, received the herald with great compo- 
fure and dignity 1 ; and without abandoning any 
of the fchemes which he was forming againft the 
emperor, began vigorous preparations for refill- 
ing this new enemy. His treafury, however, 
being exhaufted by the efforts which he had al- 
ready made, as well as by the fums he expended 
on his pleafures, he had recourfe to extraordinary 
expedients for fupplying it. Several new offices 
were created, and expofed to fale; the royal de- 
mefnes were alienated; unufual taxis were im- 

k Jovi't Vita Ferdin. Davali, p. 344. Guic, 1 xiv. 233. 
1 Jiurr.al de Louife de Savoie, p. 195. 
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pofed ; and the tomb of St. Martin was dripped 
of a rail of maflive filver, with which Louis XL 
in one of his fits of devotion, had encircled it. 
By means of thefe expedients he was enabled to 
levy a confiderable army, and to put the frontier 
towns in a good pofture of defence. 

The emperor, meanwhile, was no lefs folicitous 
to draw as much advantage as poffible from the 
acceffion of fuch a powerful ally ; and the prof- 
perous iituation of his affairs, at this time, per- 
mitting him to fet out for Spain, where his pre- 
fence was extremely neceffary, he vilited the 
court of England in his way to that country. 
He propofed by this interview not only to 
ftrengthen the bonds of friendfhip which united 
him with Henry, and to excite him to pufh the 
war againft France with vigour, but hoped to 
remove any difguft or refentment that Wolfey 
might have conceived on account of the mortify- 
ing difappointment which he had met with in the 
late conclave. His fuccefs exceeded his moft 
fcmguine expeftations ; and by his artful addrefs, 
during a refidence of fix weeks in England, he 
gained not only the king and the minifter, but 
the nation itfelf. Henry, whofe vanity was fen- 
libly flattered by fuch a vifit, as well as by the 
lludied refpeft with which the emperor treated 
him on every occalion, entered warmly into all 
his fchemes. The cardinal forefeeing, from 
Adrian’s age and infirmities, a hidden vacancy in 
the papal, fee, difi'embled or forgot his refent- 
ment ; and as Charles, befides augmenting the 
penfions which he had already fettled on him, 
renewed his promife of favouring his pretenfions 
to the papacy, with all his intereft, he endeavour- 
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cd to merit the former, and to fecure the accom- 
plifhment of the latter, by frefh fervices. The 
nation, lharing in the glory of its monarch, and 
pleafed with the confidence which the emperor 
placed in the Englifh, by creating the earl of 
Surrey his high-admiral, difcovered no lefs in- 
clination to commence hoftilities than Henry 
himfelf. 

In order to give Charles, before he left Eng- 
land, a proof of this general ardour, Surrey 
failed with fuch forces as were ready, and ravaged 
the coafts of Normandy. He then made a de- 
fcent on Bretagne, where he plundered and burnt 
Morlaix, and fome other places of lefs confe- 
quence. After thefe flight excurfions, attend- 
ed with greater difhonourthan damage to France, 
he repaired to Calais, and took the command of 
the principal army, confiding of fixteen thoufand 
men ; with which, having joined the Flemifh 
troops under the Count de Buren, he advanced 
into Picardy. The army which Francis had 
affembled was far inferior in number to thefe 
united bodies. But during the long wars between 
the two nations, the French had difcovered the 
proper method of defending their country againd 
the Engliih. They had been taught by their 
misfortunes to avoid a pitched battle with the 
utmod care, and to endeavour, by throwing gar- 
rifons into every place capable of refidance, by 
watching all the enemy’s motions, by intercept- 
ing their convoys, attacking their advanced pods, 
and harafiing them continually with their nu- 
merous cavalry, to ruin them with the length of 
the war, or to beat them by piece-meal. This 
plan Bte duke of Vendome, the French general 
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in Picardy, purfued with no lefs prudence than 
fuccefs; and not only prevented Surrey from 
taking any town of importance, but obliged him 
to retire with his army greatly reduced by fa- 
tigue, by want of provifions, and by the lofs 
which it had futtained in feveral unfuccefsful 
Ikirmifhes. 

Thus ended the fecond campaign, in a war the 
moft general that had hitherto been kindled in 
Europe ; aud though Francis, by his mother’s 
ill-timed refentment, by the difguiting infolence 
of his general, and the caprice of the mercenary 
troops which he employed, had loft his con- 
quefts in Italy, yet all the powers combined 
againft him had not been able to make any 
impreffion on his hereditary dominions; and 
wherever they either intended or attempted an 
attack, he was well prepared to receive them. 

While the Chriftian princes were thus wafting 
each other’s ftrength, Solyman the Magnificent 
entered Hungary with a numerous army, and in- 
vefting Belgrade, which was deemed the chief 
barrier of that kingdom againft the Turkiih 
arms, foon forced it to furrender. Encouraged 
by this fuccefs, he turned his victorious arms 
againft the ifland of Rhodes, the feat, at that 
time, of the knights of St. John of Jerufalem. 
This fmall ftate he attacked with fuch a nu- 
merous army as the lords of Afia have been ac- 
cuftomed in every age to bring into the field. 
Two hundred thoufand men, and a fleet of four 
hundred fail, appeared againft a town defended 
by a garrifon confifting of five thoufand foldiers, 
and fix hundred knights, under the command of 
Villiers de E’lfle Adam, the grand mafter, whofe 

wifdom 
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wii'dom and. valour rendered him worthy of that 
ftation at fuch a dangerous junfture. No fooner 
did he begin to fufpeft the deftination of Soly- 
man’s vaft armaments, than he difpatched mef- 
fengers to all the Chrihian courts, imploring 
their aid againft the common enemy. But 
though every prince in that age acknowledged 
Rhodes to be the great bulwark of Chriflendom 
in the eaft, and trufted to the gallantry of its 
knights as the beft fecurity againft the progrefs 
of the Ottoman arms ; though Adrian, with a 
zeal which became the head and father of the 
church, exhorted the contending powers to for- 
get their private quarrels, and, by uniting their 
arms, to prevent the Infidels from deftroying a 
fociety which did honour to the Chriftian name ; 
yet fo violent and implacable was the animofity 
of both parties, that, regardlefs of the danger to 
which they expofed all Europe, and unmoved by 
the intreaties of the grand mafter, or the admo- 
nitions of the pope, they fuffered Solyman to 
carry on his operations againft Rhodes without 
difturbance. The grand mafter, after incredible 
efforts of courage, of patience, and of military 
conduct during a fiege of fix months ; after fuf- 
taining many affaults, and difputing every poft 
with amazing obftinacy, was obliged at laft to 
yield to numbers ; and having obtained an ho- 
nourable capitulation from the fultan, who ad- 
mired and refpected his virtue, he furrendered 
the town, which was reduced to a heap of rub- 
bifh, and deftitute of every refource m. Charles 

m Fontanus de Bello Rhodio, ap. Scard. Script. Rer. 
German, vol. ii. p. 8S, P. Barre. Hi ft. d’Allem. tom. viii. 
57* 

and 



THE REIGN OF THE B. II. 180 

and Francis, afhamed of having occafioned fuch 
a lofs to Chriftendom by their ambitous contefts, 
endeavoured to throw the blame of it on each 
other, while all Europe, with greater juftice, im- 
puted it equally to both. The emperor, by way 
of reparation, granted the knights of St. John 
the fmall iiland ol Malta, in which they fixed 
their refidence, retaining, though with lefs power 
and fplendour, their ancient fpirit and implacable 
enmity to the Infidels. 

BOOK III. 

/^h arles, having had the fatisfaftion of feeing 
hoililities begun between France and Eng- 

land, took leave of Henry, and arrived in Spain 
on the feventeenth of June. He found that 
country juft beginning to recover order and 
ftrength after the miferies of a civil war, to which 
it had been expofed during his abfence ; an ac- 
count of the rife and progrefs of which, as it 
was but litthf conne&ed with the other events 
which happened in Europe, hath been referved 
to this place. 

' No fooner was it known that the Cortes af- 
fembled in Galicia had voted the emperor a free 
gift, without obtaining the redrefs of any one 
grievance, than it excited univerfal indignation. 
The citizens of Toledo, who confidered them- 
felves, on account of the great privileges which 
they enjoyed, as guardians of the liberties of the 
»■ • Caililian 
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Caftilian commons., finding that no regard was 
paid to the remonftrances of their deputies 
againft that unconftitutional grant, took arms 
with tumultuary violence [May 1520], and 
feizing the gates of the city which were fortified, 
attacked the alcazar, or calfle, which they fioon 
obliged the governor to furrender. Emboldened 
by this fuccefs, they deprived of all authority 
every perfon whom they fufpefted of any at- 
tachment to the court, eftablifhed a popular 
form of government, compofed of deputies from 
the feveral pari flies in the city, and levied troops 
in their own defence. The chief leader of the 
people in thefe infurreftions was Don John de 
Padilla, the eldeft fon of the commendator of 
Caftile, a young nobleman of a generous temper, 
of undaunted courage, and poffefTed of the ta- 
lents as well as of the ambition which, in times 
of civil difeord, raife men to power and emi- 
nence a. 

The refentment of the citizens of Segovia 
produced effefts ftill more fatal. Tordefillas, 
one of their reprefentatives in the late Cortes, 
had voted for the donative, and being a bold 
and haughty man, ventured, upon his return, to 
call together his fellow-citizens in the great 
church, that he might give them, according to 
cuilom, an account of his conduft in that affem- 
bly. But the multitude, unable to bear his in- 
folence, in attempting to juftify what they 
thought inexcufable, burfl open the gates of the 
church with the utmott fury, and feizing the 
unhappy Tordefillas, dragged him through the 

® Sandov. p. 77. 
R VOL. II. Erects, 
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ftreets, tvith a thoufand curfes and infults, to- 
wards the place of public execution. In vain 
did the dean and canons come forth in procef- 
fion with the holy facrament, in order to appeafe 
their rage. In vain did the monks of thofe 
monafteries by which they palled, conjure them 
on their knees, to fpare his life, or at leaft to 
allow him time to confefs, and to receive abfo- 
lution of his fins. Without lifiening to the dic- 
tates either of humanity or religion, they cried 
out, “ That the hangman alone could abfolve 
fuch a traitor to his countiy they then hurried 
him along with greater violence ; and perceiving 
that he had expired under their hands, they hung 
him up with his head downwards on the com- 
mon gibbetb. The fame fpirit feized the in- 
habitants of Burgos, Zamora, and feveral other 
cities ; and though their reprefentatives, taking 
warning from the fate of Tordefillas, had been 
fo wife as to fave themfelves by a timely flight, 
they were burnt in effigy, their houfes rafed to 
the ground, and their elfefts confumed with fire; 
and fuch was the horror which the people had 
conceived againft them, as betrayers of the public 
liberty, that not one in thofe licentious multi- 
tudes would touch any thing, however valuable, 
which had belonged to them c. 

Adrian, at that time regent of Spain, had 
fcarcely fixed the feat of his government at Val- 
ladolid, when he was alarmed with an account 
of thefe infurrections. He immediately aflem- 
bled the privy council [June 5, 1520], to deli- 
berate concerning the proper method of fup- 
preffing them. The counfellors differed in opi- 

* P. Marc, Ep. 671. c Sandov, 103. P. Mart. Ep. 674. 
nion : 
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nion ; fome infilling that it was neceffary to 
check this audacious fpirit in its infancy by a 
fevere execution of juftice ; others advifing to 
treat with lenity a people who had fome reafon 
to be incenfed, and not to drive them beyond all 
the bounds of duty by an ill-timed rigour. The 
fentiments of the former being warmly fupported 
by the archbifhop of Granada, prefident of the 
council, a perfon of great authority, but choleric 
and impetuous, were approved by Adrian, whofe 
zeal to fupport his mailer’s authority hurried 
him into a meafure, to which, from his natural 
caution and timidity, he would otherwife have 
been averfe. He commanded Ronquillo, one of 
the king’s judges, to repair inllantly to Segovia, 
which had fet the lirll example of mutiny, and 
to proceed againll the delinquents according to 
law ; and left the people Ihould be fo outrageous 
3S to refill his authority, a confiderable body of 
troops was appointed to attend him. The Se- 
govians, forefeeing what they might expert from 
a judge fo well known for his auftere and unfor- 
giving temper, took arms with one confent, and 
having mullered twelve thoufand men, Ihut their 
gates againft him. Ronquillo, enraged at this 
infult, denounced them rebels and outlaws, and his 
troops feizing all the avenues to the town, hoped 
that it would foon be obliged to furrender for 
want of provifions. The inhabitants, however, 
defended themfelves with vigour, and having re* 
ceived a confiderable reinforcement from 'To- 
ledo, under the command of Padilla, attacked 
Ronquillo, and forced him to retire with the lofs 
of his baggage and military cheft d. 

* Sandov. 11a. P. Mart. Ep.679. Miniana,Contin. p. 15. 
r 2 Upon 
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Upon this, Adrian ordered Antonio de Fon- 

feca, whom the emperor had appointed com- 
mander in chief of the forces in Cailile, to af- 
femble an army, and to beiiege Segovia in form. 
But the inhabitants of Medina del Campo, where 
cardinal Ximenes had eftablifhed a vail magazine 
of military Fores, would not fuffer him to draw 
from it a train of battering cannon, or to deftroy 
their countrymen with thofe arms which had been 
prepared againll the enemies of the kingdom. 
Fonfeca, who could not execute his orders with- 
out artillery, determined to feize the magazine 
by force ; and the citizens Handing on their de- 
fence, he affaulted the town with great brilk- 
nefs [Aug. 21]: but his troops were fo warmly 
received, that defpairing of carrying the place, 
he fet fire to fome of the houfes, in hopes that 
the citizens would abandon the walls, in order to 
fave their families and effects. Inftead of that, 
the expedient to which he had recourfe ferved 
only to increafe their fury, and he was repulfed 
with great difgrace, while the flames, fpreading 
from ffreet to ftreet, reduced to allies almoft the 
whole town, one of the moft confiderable at that 
time in Spain, and the great mart for the manu- 
factures of Segovia and feveral other cities. As 
the warehoufes were then filled with goods for 
the approaching fair, the lofs was immenfe, and 
was felt univerfally. This, added to the im- 
preffion which fuch a cruel action made on a 
people long unaccuftomed to the horrors of civil 
war, enraged the Caftilians almoft to madnefs. 
Fonfeca became the objeCt of general hatred, 
and was branded with the name of incendiary, 
and enemy to his country. Even the citizens 



1522.] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 1S5 
of Valladolid, whom the prefence of the cardinal 
had hitherto reftrained, declared that they could 
no longer remain ina&ive fpeftators of the fuf- 
ferings of their countrymen. Taking arms with 
no lefs fury than the other cities, they burnt 
Fonfeca’s houfe to the ground, elefted new ma- 
giftrates, raifed foldiers, appointed officers to 
command them, and guarded their walls with as 
much diligence as if an enemy had been ready 
to attack them. 

The cardinal, though virtuous and difintereft- 
ed, and capable of governing the kingdom with 
honour in times of tranquillity, poffeffed neither 
the courage nor the fagacity neceffary at fuch a 
dangerous junfture. Finding himfelf unable to 
check thefe outrages committed under his own 
eye, he attempted to appeafe the people, by 
protefting that Fonfeca had exceeded his orders, 
and had by his raffi conduft offended him, as 
much as he had injured them. This condefcen- 
fion, the effect of irrefolution and timidity, 
rendered the malecontents bolder and more in- 
folent ; and the cardinal having foon afterwards 
recalled Fonfeca, and difmiffed his troops, which 
he could no longer afford to pay, as the treafury, 
drained by the rapacioufnefs of the Flemifh mi- 
nifters, had received no fupply from the great 
cities, which were all in arms, the people were 
left at full liberty to aft without controul, and 
fcarcely any fhadow of power remained in his 
hands. 

Nor were the proceedings of the commons 
the effefts merely of popular and tumultuary 
rage; they aimed at obtaining redrefs of their 
political grievances, and an ellablilhment of 

r 3 public 
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public liberty on a fecure balls, objects worthy 
of ajl the zeal which they difcovered in contend- 
ing for them. The feudal government in Spain 
was at that time in a Hate more favourable to 
liberty than in any other of the great European 
kingdoms. This was owing chiefly to tne num- 
ber of great cities in that country, a circumftance 
I have already taken notice of, and which con- 
tributes more than any other to mitigate the 
rigour of the feudal inftitutions, and to intro- 
duce a more liberal and equal form of govern- 
ment. The inhabitants of every city formed a 
great corporation, with valuable' immunities and 
privileges ; they were delivered from a ftate of 
fabjection and vafialage ; they were admitted to 
a confiderable fhare in the legiflature ; they had 
acquired the arts of induftry, without which cities 
cannot fublift ; they had accumulated wealth, by 
engaging in commerce ; and being free and inde- 
pendent themfelves, were ever ready to aft as 
the guardians of the public freedom and inde- 
pendence'. The genius of the internal govern- 
ment eftablifhed among the inhabitants of cities, 
which, even in countries where defpotic power 
prevails moll, is democratical and republican, 
rendered the idea of liberty familiar and dear to 
them. Their reprefentatives in the Cortes were 
accuftomed, with equal fpirit, to check the en- 
croachments of the king and the oppreffion of 
the nobles. They endeavoured to extend the 
privileges of their own order ; they laboured to 
ihake off the remaining incumbrances with which 
the fpirit of feudal policy, favourable only to 
the nobles, had burdened them ; and, confcious 
of being one of the moll confiderable orders in 

the 
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the ftate, were ambitious of becoming the moft 
powerful. 

The prefent juncture appeared favourable fof 
pulhing any new claim. Their fovereign was 
abfent from his dominions; by the ill conduct 
of his minifters he had loft the efteem and affec- 
tion of his fubjefts ; the people, exafperated by 
many injuries, had taken arms, though without 
concert, almoft by general confent ; they were 
animated with rage capable of carrying them to 
the moft violent extremes ; the royal treafury 
was exhaufted ; the kingdom deftitute of troops ; 
and the government committed to a ftranger, of 
great virtue indeed, but of abilities unequal to 
fuch a truft. The firft care of Padilla, and the 
other popular leaders who obferved and deter- 
mined to improve thefe circumftances, was to 
eftablilh fome form of union or affociation among 
the malccontents, that they might aft with 
greater regularity, and purfue one common end; 
and as the different cities had been prompted to 
take arms by the fame motives, and were accuf- 
tomed to confider themfelves as a diftinft body 
from the reft of the fubjefts, they did not find 
this difficult. A general convention was ap- 
pointed to be held at Avila. Deputies appeared 
there in name of almoft all the cities entitled to 
have reprefentatives in the Cortes. They all 
bound themfelves, by folemn oath, to live and 
die in the fervice of the king, and in defence of 
the privileges of their order ; and affuming the 
name of the holy Junta, or affociation, proceeded 
to deliberate concerning the ftate of the na- 
tion, and the proper method of redreffing its 
grievances. The firft that naturally prefented 

itfelf, 
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itfelf, was the nomination of a foreigner to be 
regent; this they declared with one voice to be 
a violation of the fundamental laws of the king- 
dom, and refolved to fend a deputation of their 
members to Adrian, requiring him in their name 
to lay afide all the enfigns of his office, and 
to abftain for the future from the exercife of 
a jurifdidtion which they had pronounced ille- 
gale. _ 

While they were preparing to execute this 
bold refolution, Padilla accomplifhed an enter- 
prife of the greateft advantage to the caufe. 
After relieving Segovia, he marched fuddenly 
to Tordefillas [Aug. 29], the place where the 
unhappy queen Joanna had refided lince the death 
of her hufband, and being favoured by the in- 
habitants, was admitted into the town, and be- 
came mafter of her perfon, for the fecurity of 
which Adrian had neglefted to take proper pre- 
caution f. Padilla waited immediately upon the 
queen, and accofling her with that profound re- 
fpeCt, which (he exacted from the few perfons 
whom fhe deigned to admit into her prefence, ac- 
quainted her at large with the miferable condition 
of her Caflilian fubjefts under the government 
of her fon, who being deftitute of experience 
himfelf, permitted his foreign minifters to treat 
them with fuch rigour as had obliged them to 
take arms in defence of the liberties of their 
country. The queen, as if fhe had been 
awakened out of a lethargy, expreffed great 

e P. Mart. Ep. 691. 
f Vita dell’ Imper. Carl. V. dell’ Alf. Ulloa. Ven. 1509. 
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allonifhment at what he faid, and told him, that 
as Ihe had never heard, until that moment, of 
the death of her father, or known the fufferings 
of her people, no blame could be imputed to her, 
but that now fhe would take care to provide a 
fufficient remedy; and in the mean time, added 
Ihe, let it be your concern to do what is neceffary 
for the public welfare. Padilla, too eager in 
forming a conclufion agreeable to his wifhes, 
miftook this lucid interval of reafon for a perfect 
return of that faculty ; and acquainting the Junta 
with what had happened, advifed them to re- 
move to Tordelillas, and to hold their meetings 
in that place. This was inftantly done ; but 
though Joanna received very gracioufly an ad- 
drefs of the Junta, befeeching her to take upon 
herfelf the government of the kingdom, and in 
token of her compliance admitted all the depu- 
ties to kifs her hand ; though fhe was prefent 
at a tournament held on that occafion, and feem- 
ed highly fatisfied with both thefe ceremonies, 
which were conduced with great magnificence 
in order to pleafe her, fhe foon relapfed into her 
former melancholy and fullennefs, and could 
never be brought, by any arguments or entrea- 
ties, to fign any one paper necefiary for the 
difpatch of bufinefs S. 

The Junta, concealing as much as pofiible 
this laft circumflance, carried on all their deli- 
berations in the name of Joanna ; and as the 
Caftilians, who idolized the memory of Ifabella, 
retained a wonderful attachment to her daughter, 
no fooner was it known that fhe had confented 

£ Sandov. 164. P. Mart. Ep. 685, 686. 
to 



19° THE REIGN OF THE B. III. 
to aflume the reins of government, than the 
people expreffed the moft univerfal and immode- 
rate joy ; and believing her recovery to be com- 
plete, afcribed it to a miraculous interpofition of 
Heaven, in order to refcue their country from 
the oppreflion of foreigners. The Junta, con- 
fcious of the reputation and power which they 
had acquired by feeming to aft under the royal 
authority, were no longer fatisfied with requiring 
Adrian to refign the office of regent; they de- 
tached Padilla to Valladolid with a confiderable 
body of troops, ordering him to feize fuch mem- 
bers of the council as were ftill in that city, to 
conduft them to Tordefdlas, and to bring away 
the feals of the kingdom, the public archives, . 
and treafury books. Padilla, wdio was received 
by the citizens as the deliverer of his country, ex- 
ecuted his corruniffion with great exaftnefs; 
permitting Adrian, however, ftill to refide at 
Valladolid, though only as a private perfon, and 
without any ffiadow of power 

The emperor, to whom frequent accounts of 
thefe tranfaftions were tranfmitted while he was 
ftill in Flanders, was fenfible of his own impru- 
dence and that of his minifters, in having defpifed 
too long the murmurs and remonftrances of the 
Caftilians. He beheld, with deep concern, a 
kingdom, the moft valuable of any he pofleffed, 
and in which lay the ftrength and finews of his 
power, juft ready to difown his authority, and 
on the point of being plunged in all the miferies 
of civil war. But though his prefence might 
have averted this calamity, he could not, at that 

Sandov. 174. P. Mart. Ep.791, 
time. 
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time, vifit Spain without endangering the Impe- 
rial crown, and allowing the French king full 
leifure to execute his ambitious fchemes. The 
only point now to be deliberated upon, was, 
whether he (hould attempt to gain the malecon- 
tents by indulgence and conceflions, or prepare 
directly to fupprefs them by force ; and he re- 
folved to make trial of the former, while, at the 
fame time, if that {hould fail of fuccefs, he pre- 
pared for the latter. For this purpofe, he ifl'ued 
circular letters to all the cities of Caftile, exhort- 
ing them in moft gentle terms, and with affur- 
ances of full pardon, to lay down their arms; 
he promifed fuch cities as had continued faith- 
ful, not to exaft from them the fubfidy granted 
in the late Cortes, and offered the fame favour 
to fuch as returned to their duty ; he engaged 
that no office {hould be conferred for the future 
upon any but native Caftilians. On the other 
hand, he wrote to the nobles, exciting them to 
appear with vigour in defence of their own 
rights, and thofe of the crown, againft the 
exorbitant claims of the commons ; he appointed 
the high admiral Don Fadrique Enriquez, and 
the high conftable of Caftile, Don Inigo de 
Velafco, two noblemen of great abilities as well 
as influence, regents of the kingdom in con- 
junftion with Adrian ; and he gave them full 
power and inftrudb’ons, if the obftinacy of the 
malecontents {hould render it neceflary, to vin- 
dicate the royal authority by force of arms *. 

Thefe conceffions, which, at the time of his 
leaving Spain, would have fully fatisfied th« 

i P. Heuter. Ret, Auftr. lib. vlii. c. 6. p- 18S. 
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people, came now too late to produce any ef- 
fect. The Junta, relying on the unanimity with 
which the nation fubmitted to their authority, 
elated with the fuccefs which hitherto had accom- 
panied all their undertakings, and feeing no military 
force collected to defeat or obftruct their defigns, 
aimed at a more thorough reformation of politi- 
cal abufes. They had been employed for fome 
time in preparing a remonftrance containing a 
large enumeration, not only of the grievances of 
which they craved redrefs, but of fuch new re- 
gulations as they thought neceffary for the fecu- 
rity of their liberties. This remonftrance, which 
is divided into many articles relating to all the 
different members of which the conftitution was 
compofed, as well as the various departments in 
the adminiftration of government, furnilhes us 
with more authentic evidence concerning thy in- 
tentions of the Junta, than can be drawn from 
the teftimony of the later Spanifh hiftorians, who 
lived in times when it became fafhionable and 
even neceffary to reprefent the conduct of the 
malecontents in the worft light, and as flowing 
from the worft motives. After a long preamble 
concerning the various calamities under which 
the nation groaned, and the errors and corrup- 
tion in government to which thefe were to be 
imputed, they take notice of the exemplary pa- 
tience wherewith the people had endured them, 
until felf-prefervation, and the duty which they 
owed to their country, had obliged them to 
affemble, in order to provide in a legal manner 
for their own fafety, and that of the conftitu- 
tion : For this purpofe, they demanded that the 
king would be pleafed to return to his Spanifti 

2 dominions 
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dominions and rclidc there, as all their former 
monarchs had done ; that he would not marry 
but with confent of the Cortes ; that if he fliould 
be obliged at any time to leave the kingdom, it 
/hall not be lawful to appoint any foreigner 
to be regent ; that the prefent nomination of 
cardinal Adrian to that office /hall inllantly be 
declared void ; that he would not, at his return, 
bring along with him any Flemings or other 
ftrangers; that no foreign troops /hall, on any 
pretence whatever, be introduced into the king- 
dom ; that none but natives /hall be capable of 
holding any office or benefice either in church or 
Hate ; that no foreigner /hall be naturalized; 
that free quarters /hall not be granted to foldiers, 
nor to the members of the king’s houfehold, for 
any longer time than fix days, and that only 
when the court is in a progrAs; that all the 
taxes /hall be reduced to the fame ftate they 
wrere in at the death of queen Ifabella ; that all 
alienations, of the royal demefnes or revenues 
fince that queen s death /hall be refumed; that 
all new offices created fince that period /hall be 
aboli/hed ; that the fubfidy granted by the late 
Cortes in Galicia (liall not be exadted ; that in all 
future Cortes each city /hall fend one reprefent- 
ative of the clergy, one of the gentry, and one 
of the commons, each to be eledted by his owm 
order ; that the crown /hall not influence or di- 
rcdl any city with regard to the choice of its 
reprefentatives ; that no member of the Cortes 
/hall receive an office or penfion from the king, 
either for himfeh or for any of his family, under 
pain of death, and confifcation of his goods ; 
that each city or community /hall pay a com- 

vol. 11. .' s petent 



Ji. III. I94 THE REIGN OF THE 
petent falary to its reprefentative, for his main- 
tenance during his attendance on the Cortes ; 
that the Cortes (hall aflemble once in three years 
at leaft, whether fummoned by the king or not, 
and fhall then inquire into the obfervation of the 
articles now agreed upon, and deliberate con- 
cerning public affairs ; that the rewards which 
have been given or promifed to any of the mem- 
bers of the Cortes held in Galicia, fhall be re- 
voked ; that it fhall be declared a capital 
crime to fend gold, lilver, or jewels out of the 
kingdom ; that judges fhall have fixed falaries 
afligned them, and fhall not receive any fhare of 
the fines and forfeitures of perfons condemned 
by them ; that no grant of the goods of perfons 
accufed fhall be valid, if given before fentence 
was pronounced againfl them ; that all privileges 
which the nobles have at any time obtained, to 
the prejudice of the commons, fhall be revoked; 
that the government of cities or towns fhall not 
be put into the hands of noblemen ; that the 
pofleffions of the nobility fhall be fubject to all 
public taxes in the fame manner as thole of the 
commons ; that an inquiry be made into the con- 
duft of fuch as have been entrufled with the 
management of the royal patrimony fmce the 
acceflion of Ferdinand; and if the king do not 
within thirty days appoint perfons properly qua- 
lified for that fervice, it fhall be lawful for the 
Cortes to nominate them; that indulgences fhall 
not be preached or difperfed in the kingdom 
until the caufe of publifhing them be examined 
and approved of by the Cortes ; that all the 
money arifing from the fale of indulgences fliall 
be faithfully employed in carrying on war againfl 

t the 



IJ22.] EMPEROR CHARLES V. I95 
the Infidels ; that i'uch prelates as do not refide 
in their diocefes fix months in the year, fiiall 
forfeit their revenues during the time they are 
abfent; that the eccleiiaftical judges and their 
officers (hall not exaft greater fees than thofe 
which are paid in the fecular courts; that the 
prefent archbiffiop of Toledo, being a foreigner, 
be compelled to refign that dignity, which (hall 
be conferred upon a Caltilian ; that the king (hall 
ratify and hold, as good fervice done to him and 
to the kingdom, all the proceedings of the Junta, 
and pardon any irregularities which the cities 
may have committed from an excefs of zeal in 
a good caufe: that he (hall promife and fwear 
in the mod folemn manner to obferve all thefe 
articles, and on no occafion attempt either to 
elude, or to repeal them ; and that he (hall ne- 
ver folicit the pope or any other prelate to grant 
him a difpenfation or abfolution from this oath 
and promife lc. 

Such were the chief articles prefented by the 
Junta to their fovereign. As the feudal inditu- 
tions in the feveral kingdoms of Europe were 
originally the fame, the genius of thofe govern- 
ments which arofe from them bore a drong re- 
femblance to each other, and the regulations 
which the Cadilians attempted to edablifh on 
this occafion, differ little from thofe which other 
nations have laboured to procure, in their drug- 
gies with their monarchs for liberty. The griev- 
ances complained of, and the remedies propofed 
by the Engliffi commons in their conteds with 
the princes of the houfe of Stuart, particularly 

k Sandov. ao6. P. Mart. Ep. 686. 
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referable thofe upon which the Junta now in- 
filled. But the principles of liberty feem to have 
been better underllood, at this period, by the 
Caftih'ans, than by any other people in Europe; 
they had acquired more liberal ideas with refpeCt 
to their own rights and privileges; they'had 
fonned more bold and generous fentiments con- 
cerning government; and difeovered an extent 
of political knowledge to which the Eng- 
lilh themfelves did not attain until more than 
a century afterwards. 

It is not improbable, however, that the fpirit 
of reformation among the Caftilians, hitherto 
unrellrained by authority, and emboldened by 
fuccefs, became too impetuous, and prompted 
the Junta to propofe innovations which, by 
alarming the other members of the conftitution, 
proved fatal to their caufe. The nobles, who, 
inftead of obftrudling, had favoured or connived 
at their proceedings, while they confined their 

. demands of redrefs to fuch grievances as had 
been occafioned by the king’s want of experi- 
ence, and by the imprudence and rapacioulnefs 
of his foreign miniifers, were filled with indigna- 
tion when the Junta began to touch the privi- 
leges of their order, and plainly faw that the 
meafures of the commons tended no lefs to break 
the power of the ariftdcracy, than to limit the 
prerogatives of the crown. The refentment 
which they had conceived on account of Adrian’s 
promotion to the regency, abated confiderably 
upon the emperor’s railing the conftable and ad- 
miral to joint power with him in that office ; and 
as their pride and dignity were lefs hurt by fuf- 
fering the prince to pofiefs an extenfive preroga- 

tive, 
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live, than by admitting the high pretenfions of 
the people, they determined to give their fove* 
reign the afliftance which he had demanded of 
them, and began to affemble their vaflals for that 
purpofe. 

The Junta, meanwhile, expe&ed with impa- 
tience the emperor’s anfwer to their remonftrance, 
which they had appointed fome of their number 
to prefent. The members entrufted with this 
commiffion fet out immediately for Germany 
[Odl. 20], but having received at different 
places certain intelligence from court, that they 
could not venture to appear there without en- 
dangering their lives, they ftopt fhort in their 
journey, and acquainted the Junta of the in- 
formation which had been given them *. This 
excited fuch violent pafftons as tranfported the 
whole party beyond all bounds of prudence or 
of moderation. That a king of Caftile fhouid 
deny his fubjefts accefs into his prefence, or re- 
fufe to liften to their humble petitions, was re- 
prefented as an a£t of tyranny fo unprecedented 
and intolerable, that nothing now remained but 
with arms in their hands to drive away that ra- 
venous band of foreigners which encompaffed 
the throne, who, after having devoured the 
wealth of the kingdom, found it neceffary to 
prevent the cries of an injured people from 
reaching the ears of their fovereign. Many in- 
fifted warmly on approving a motion which had 
formerly been made, for depriving Charles, 
during the life of his mother, of the regal titles 
and authority which had been too rafhly con- 

* Sandov. 143. 
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ferred upon him, from a falfe fuppofition of her 
total inability for government. Some propofed 
to provide a proper perfon to affift her in the ad- 
miniftration of public affairs, by marrying the 
cjueen to the prince of Calabria, the heir of the 
Aragonefe kings of Naples, who had been de- 
tained in prifon fince the time that Ferdinand 
had diTpofTeffed his anceftors of their crown. 
All agreed, that, as the hopes of obtaining re- 
drefs and fecurity, merely by prefenting their 
requefts to their fovereign, had kept them too 
long in a ftate of inaftion, and prevented them 
from taking advantage of the unanimity with 
which the nation declared in their favour, it 
was now neceffary to collect their whole force, 
and to exert themfelves with vigour, in oppofing 
this fatal combination of the king and the no- 
bility againft their liberties ra. 

They foon took the held with twenty thou- 
fand men. 1 Violent difputes arofe concerning the 
command of this army. Padilla, the darling of 
the people and foldiers, was the only perfon 
whom they thought worthy of this honour. 
But Don Pedro de Giron, the eldeft fon of the 
Conde de Uruena, a young nobleman of the hril 
order, having lately joined the commons out of 
private refentment againft the emperor, the re- 
fpeft due to his birth, together with a fecret 
defire of difappointing Padilla, of whofe popu- 
larity many members of the Junta had become 
jealous, procured him the office of general [Nov. 
23J ; though he foon gave them a fatal proof 
that he poileffed neither the experience, the abi- 
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lilies, nor the fteadinefs, which that important 
ftation required. 

The regents, meanwhile, appointed Riofeco as 
the place of rendezvous foi' their troops, which, 
though far inferior to thofe of the commons in 
number, excelled them greatly in difcipline and 
in valour. They had drawn a confiderable body 
of regular and veteran infantry out of Navarre. 
Their cavalry, which formed the chief ftrength 
of their army, confided moitly of gentlemen 
accuftomed to the military life, and animated 
with the martial fpirit peculiar to their order in 
that age. The infantry of the Junta was fonned 
entirely of citizens and mechanics, little acquaint- 
ed with the ufe of arms. The fmall body of 
cavalry which they had been able to raife was 
compofed of perfons of ignoble birth, and per- 
feft llrangers to the fervice into which they en- 
tered. The character of the generals differed 
no lefs than that of their troops. The royalifts 
were commanded by the Conde de Haro, the 
cor.ftable’s eldeft fon, an officer of great experi- 
ence and of diftinguifhed abilities. 

Giron marched with his army direftly to Rio- 
feco, and feizing the villages and paffes around 
it, hoped that the royalifts would be obliged 
either to furrender for want of provifions, or to 
fight with difadvantage before all their troops 
were affembled. But he had not the abilities, nor 
his troops the patience and difcipline neceffary 
for the execution of fuch a fcheme. The Conde 
de Haro found little difficulty in conducting a 
confiderable reinforcement through all his ports 
into the town; and Giron, defpairing of being able 
tv reduce it, advanced fuddenly to Villa-panda, a 
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place belonging to the conftable, in which the 
enemy had their chief magazine of provifions. 
By this ill-judged motion, he left Tordefillas 
open to the royalifts, whom the Conde de Haro 
led thither in the night, with the utmoft fecrecy 
and difpatch ; and attacking the town [Dec.y], 
in which Giron had left no other garrifon than a 
regiment of priefts raifed by the biihop of Za- 
mora, he, by break of day, forced his way into 
it after a defperate refiftance, became mailer of 
the queen’s perfon, took prifoners many mem- 
bers of the Junta, and recovered the great feal, 
with the other enfigns of government. 

By this fatal blow, the Junta loft all 'the re- 
putation and authority which they had derived 
from feeming to a£l by the queen’s commands ; 
fuch of the nobles as had hitherto been waver- 
ing or undetermined in their choice, now joined 
the regents with all their forces; and an uni- 
verfal confternation feized the parti/.ans of the 
commons. This was much increafed by the fuf- 
picions they began to entertain of Giron, whom 
they loudly accufed of having betrayed Tordc- 
iillas to the enemy ; and though that charge 
feems to have been deftitute of foundation, the 
fuceefs of the royalifts being owing to Giron’s 
ill-conduct rather than to his treachery, he fo 
entirely loft credit with his party, that he re- 
iigned his commiffion, and retired to one of his 
caftles n. 

Such members of the Junta as had efcaped 
the enemy’s hands at Tordefillas, fled to Valla- 
dolid ; and as it would have required long time 

n Mifccllaneous Tiafts by Dr. Mich. Geddes, vol. i. 278. 
t® 
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to fupply the places of thofe who were prifoners 
by a new election, they made choice among 
themfelves of a fmall number of perfons, to 
whom they committed the fupreme direction of 
affairs. Their army, which grew ftronger every 
day by the arrival of troops from different parts 
of the kingdom, marched likewife to Valladolid; 
and Padilla being appointed commander in chief, 
the fpirits of the foldiery revived, and the whole 
party, forgetting the late misfortune, continued 
to exprefs the fame ardent zeal for the liberties 
of their country, and the fame implacable ani- 
mofity againfl their oppreffors. 

What they flood mofl in need of, was money 
to pay their troops. A great part of the cur- 
rent coin had been carried out of the king- 
dom by the Flemings; the dated taxes levied 
in times of peace were inconfiderable ; com- 
merce of every kind being interrupted by the 
war, the fum which it yielded decreafed daily ; 
and the Junta were afraid of difgufting the peo- 
ple by burdening them with new impofitions, to 
which, in that age, they were little accuftomed. 
But from this difficulty they were extricated by 
Donna Maria Pacheco, Padilla’s wife, a woman 
of noble birth, of great abilities, of boundlefs 
ambition, and animated with the mod ardent 
zeal in fupport of the caufe of the Junta. She, 
with a boldnefs fuperior to thofe fuperditious 
fears which often influence her fex, propofed to 
feize all the rich and magnificent ornaments in 
the cathedral of Toledo ; but led that action, by 
its appearance of impiety, might offend the peo- 
ple, fhe and her retinue marched to the church in 
folemn proceffion, in mourning habits, with tears 
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in their eyes, beating their breads, and falling on 
their knees, implored the pardon of the faints 
tvhofe fhrines (lie was about to violate. By this ar- 
tifice, which fcreened her from the imputation of 
facrilege, and perfuaded the people that necefilty 
and zeal for a good caufe had conftrained her, 
though with reluftance, to venture upon this 
aftion, (he dripped the cathedral of whatever 
was valuable, and procured a confiderable fupply 
of money for the Junta1'. The regents, no lefs 
at a lofs how to maintain their troops, the reve- 
nues of the crown having either been diffipated 
by the Flemings, or feized by the commons, were 
obliged to take the queen’s jewels, together with 
the plate belonging to the nobility, and apply 
them to that purpofe; and when thofe failed, 
they obtained a fmall fum by way of loan from 
the king of Portugal P. 

The nobility dilcovered great unwillingnefs to 
proceed to extremities with the Junta. They 
were animated with no lefs hatred than the com- 
mons againft the Flemings ; they approved much 
of feveral articles in the remonltrance ; they 
thought the juncture favourable, not only for 
redreffing pall grievances, but for rendering the 
conftitution more perfect and fecure by new re- 
gulations ; they were afraid, that while the two 
orders, of which the legiflature was compofed, 
watted each other’s ftrength by mutual hoftili- 
ties, the crown would rife to power on the ruin 
or weaknefs of both, and encroach no lefs on 
the independence of the nobles, than on the 

° Sandov. 308. Difl. de Bayle, art. Padilla. 
P P. Mart. Ep. 718. 

privileges 
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privileges of the commons. To this difpofition 
were owing the frequent overtures of peace 
which the regents made to the Junta, and the 
continual negotiations they carried on during 
the progrefs of their military operations. Nor 
were the terms which they offered unreafonablc; 
for on condition that the Junta would pafs from 
a few articles moft fubverlive of the royal au- 
thority, or inconliilent wdth the rights of the nobi- 
lity, they engaged to procure the emperor’s con- 
fent to their other demands, which if he, through 
the influence of evil counfellors, Ihould refule, 
feveral of the nobles promifed to join with the 
commons in their endeavours to extort it 4. Such 
divilions, however, prevailed among the members 
of the Junta, as prevented their deliberating 
calmly, or judging with prudence. Some of the 
cities which had entered into the confederacy, 
were filled with that mean jealoufy and diitrufl: 
of each other, which rivallhip in commerce or in 
grandeur is apt to infpire ; the conflable, by his 
influence and promifes, had prevailed on the in- 
habitants of Burgos to abandon the Junta, and 
other noblemen had fhaken the fidelity of fome 
of the lefler cities ; no perfon had ariien among 
the commons of fuch fuperior abilities or eleva- 
tion of mind as to acquire the direftion of their 
affairs ; Padilla, their general, was a man of po- 
pular qualities, but diitrulled for that reafon by 
thofe of highell rank who adhered to the Jun- 
ta ; the conduct of Giron led the people to view', 
with fufpicion, every perfon of noble birth who 
joined their party; fo that the flrongeft marks 

*1 P. Mart. Ep. 695. 713. Geddes’s Tradts, i. 261. 
of 
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of irrefolution, mutual dillruft, and mediocrity 
of genius, appeared in all their proceedings at 
this time. After many confultations held con- 
cerning the terms propofed by the regents, they 
fuffered themfelves to be fo carried away by re- 
fentment againit the nobility, that, rejecting all 
thoughts of accommodation, they threatened to 
ftrip them of the crown lands, which they or 
their anceltors had ulurped, and to re-annex thefe 
to the royal domain. Upon this prepofterous 
fcheme, which would at once have annihilated 
all the liberties for which they had been ftrug- 
gling, by rendering the kings of Callile abfolute 
and independent on their fubjects, they were 
fo .intent, that they now exclaimed with lefs 
vehemence againfl; the exactions of the foreign 
minifters, than againit the exorbitant power and 
wealth of the nobles, and teemed to hope that 
they might make peace with Charles, by offering 
to enrich him with their fpoils. 

The fuccefs which Padilla had met with in 
feveral fmall encounters, and in reducing fome 
inconliderable towns, helped to precipitate the 
members of the Junta into this meafure, filling 
them with fuch confidence in the valour of 
their troops, that they hoped for an eafy victory 
over the royalifts. Padilla, that his army might 
not remain inactive while flulhed with good tor- 
tune, laid fiege to Torrelobaton, a place of 
greater ftrength and importance than any that 
he had hitherto ventured to attack, and which 
was defended by a fufficient garrifon ; and 
though the befieged made a defperate refiilance, 
and the admiral attempted to relieve them, he 
took the town by ftonn [March J, 1531]’ and 

gave 
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gave it up to be plundered by his foldiers. If 
he had marched intlantly with his victorious ar- 
my to Tordeiillas, the head quarters of the royal- 
ills, he could hardly have failed of making an 
effectual impreflion on their troops, whom he 
would have found in aftonilhment at the brilk- 
nefs of his operations, and far from being of 
fufficient ftrength to give him battle. Eut the 
ficklenefs and imprudence of the Junta prevented 
his taking this llep. Incapable, like all popular 
affociations, either of carrying on war or of 
making peace, they liftened again to overtures of 
accommodation, and even agreed to a Ihort fuf- 
penfion of arms. This negotiation terminated 
in nothing; but while it was carrying on, many of 
Padilla’s foldiers, unacquainted with the reftraints 
of difcipline, went off with the booty which they 
had got at Torrelobaton ; and others, wearied 
out by the unufual length of the campaign, de- 
fertedr. The conftable too had leifure to af- 
femble his forces at Burgos, and to prepare every 
thing for taking the held ; and as foon as the 
truce expired, he effefted a junction with the 
Conde de Haro, in fpite of all Padilla’s efforts to 
prevent it. They advanced immediately towards 
Torrelobaton.; and Padilla, finding the number 
of his troops fo diminifhed that he durft not rifk 
a battle, attempted to retreat to Toro, which, if 
he could have accomplilhed, the invahon of Na- 
varre at that juncture by the French, and the 
neceffity which the regents mufl have been under 
of detaching men to that kingdom, might have 
faved him from danger. But Haro, fenlible how 

r Sandov. 3.36, 
T \Ql. II. fatal 
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fatal the confequences would be of fuffering him 
to efeape, marched with fuch rapidity at the head 
of his cavalry, that he came up with him near Vil- 
lalar [April 23], and, without waiting for his in- 
fantry, advanced to the attack. Padilla’s army, 
fatigued and dilheartened by their precipitant re- 
treat, which they could not diltinguifh from a 
flight, happened at that time to be paffing over a 
ploughed held, on which fuch a violent rain had 
fallen, that the foldiers funk almoll: to the knees 
at every ftep, and remained expofed to the fire of 
fome field-pieces which the royalifts had brought 
along with them. All thefe circumfiances fo 
difconcerted and intimidated raw foldiers, that 
without facing the enemy, or making any refin- 
ance, they fled in the utmoft confufion. Padilla 
exerted himfelf with extraordinary courage and 
activity in order to rally them, though in vain ; 
fear rendering them deaf both to his threats and 
intreaties : upon which, finding matters irretriev- 
able, and refolving not to furvive the dif- 
grace of that day, and the ruin of his party, he 
rufhed into the thickell of the enemy ; but being 
wounded and difinounted, he was taken prifoner. 
His principal officers {hared the fame fate ; the 
common foldiers were allowed to depart unhurt, 
the nobles being too generous to kill men who 
threw down their armss. 

The refentment of his enemies did not fuffer 
Padilla to linger long in expectation of what fhould 
befall him. Next day he was condemned to lofe 

s Sandov. 34;, &c. P. Mart. Ep. 720. Miniana, Con- 
tin. p. 26. Epitome de la Vide y Hechos del Emper. Car- 
los V. por D. Juan Anton, de Vera y Zuniea. 4:0, Madr. 
1C27. p. 19. 

his 
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Ins head, though without any regular trial, the 
notoriety of the crime being fuppofed fufficient 
to fuperfede the formality of a legal procefs. He 
was led inftantly to execution, together with Don 
John Bravo, and Don Francis Maldonada, the 
former commander of the Segovians, and the latter 
of the troops of Salamanca. Padilla viewed the 
approach of death with calm but undaunted for- 
titude ; and when Bravo, his fellow-fufferer, ex- 
preffed feme indignation at hearing himfelf pro- 
claimed a traitor, he checked him, by obferving, 
“ That yefterday was the time to have difplayed 
the fpirit of gentlemen, this day to die with the 
meeknefs of Chriflians.” Being permitted to 
•write to his wife and to the communityof Toledo, 
the place of his nativity, he addreffed the former 
with a manly and virtuous tendernefs, and the 
latter with the exultation natural to one who 
confidered himfelf as a martyr for the liberties of 
his country'. After this, he fubmitted quietly 

to 

* The drain of thefe letters is fo eloquent and high fpirit- 
ed, that I have tran/lated them for the entertainment of my 
readers. 

'The Letter of Don John Padilla to his Wife. 
“ SENORA, 

“If your grief did not affliil me mote than my own 
death, I Ihould deem myfelf perfeftiy happy. For the end 
of life being certain to all men, the Almighty confers a 
mark of diftinguilhing favour upon that perfon, for whom he 
appoints a death fuch as mine, which, though lamented by 
many, is neverthelefs acceptable unto him. It would require 
more lime than 1 now have, to write any thing that could 
afford you confolation. That my enemies will not grant 
me, nor do I v/ilh to delay the reception of that crown which 
I hope to enjoy. You may bewail your own lofs, but not 
my death, which, being fo honourable, ought not to be la- 

t z mented 
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to his fate. Moft of the Spanifh hiftorians, ac- 
cuftomed to ideas of government and of regal 

mented by any. My foul, for nothing elfe is left to me, I 
bequeath to you. You will receive it, as the thing in this 
world which you valued moil. I do not write to my father 
Pero Lopez, becaufe I darfe not; for though I have (hewn 
myfelf to be his fon in daring to lofe my life, I have not 
been the heir of his good fortune. I will not attempt to 
fay any thing more, that 1 may not tire the executioner, 
who waits for me, and that I may not excite a fufpicion, 
that, in order to prolong my life, I lengthen out my letter. 
My fervant Sofia, an eye-witnefs, and to whom I have com- 
municated my mod fecret thoughts, will inform you of what 
I cannot now write ; and thus I reft, expetfting the inftru- 
ment of your grief, and of my deliverance.” 

Ills Letter to the City of ‘Toledo. 
“ To thee, the crown of Spain, and the light of the whole 

world, free from the time of the mighty Goths: to thee, 
who, by (bedding the blood of ftrangers, as well as thy own 
blood, haft recovered libertty for thyfelf and thy neighbour- 
ing cities, thy legitimate fon, Juan de Padilla, gives inform- 
ation, how by the blood of his body, thy ancient vicluriea 
are to be refrelhed. If fate hath not permitted my adlions 
to be placed among your’fuccefsfui-and celebrated exploits, the 
fault hath been in my ill fortune, not in my good will. This 
I requeft of thee as of a mother, to accept, fince God hath 
given me nothing more to lofe for thy fake, than that which 
I am now to relinquilh. I am more folicitous about thy 
good opinion than about my own life. The (hiftings of 
fortune, which never (lands (till, are many. But this I fee 
with infinite confolation, that I, the lead of thy children, 
fuller death for thee ; and that thou haft nurfed at thy 
breads (uch as may take vengeance for my wrongs. Ma- 
ny tongues will relate the manner of my death, of which 
I am dill ignorant, though 1 know it to be near. My end 
will teflify what was my defire. My foul I recommend to 
thee as to the patronefs of Chriftianity. Of my body 1 fay 
nothing, for it is not mine. I can write nothing more, for 
at this very moment I feel the knife at my throat, with 
greater dread of thy difpleafure, than apprehenfion of my 
own pain.” Sandtrv. Hid, vol. i. p. 4yd. 

power. 
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power, very different front thofe upon which he 
acted, have been fo eager to teftify their difap- 
probation of the caufe in which he was engaged, 
that they have neglected, or have been afraid to 
do juftice to his virtues ; and by blackening his 
memory, have endeavoured to deprive him of 
that pity which is feldom denied to illuftrious 
fufferers. 

The victory at Villalar proved as decifive as it 
was complete. Valladolid, the mod zealous of 
all the aifociated cities, opened its gates imme- 
diately to the conquerors, and being treated with 
great clemency by the regents, Medini del Cam- 
po, Segovia, and many other towns, followed its 
example. This fudden diffolution of a confe- 
deracy, formed not upon flight difgulls, or upon 
trifling motives, into which the whole body of 
the people had entered, and which had been 
allowed time to acquire a confiderable degree of 
order and confiftence by eftablifhing a regular 
plan of government, is the ftrongefl proof either 
of the inability of its leaders, or of fome fecret 
difcord reigning among its members. Though 
part of that army by which they had been fub- 
dued was obliged, a few days after the battle, to 
march towards Navarre, in order to check the 
progrefs of the French in that kingdom, nothing 
could prevail on the dejected commons of Caf- 
tile to take ms again, and to embrace fuch a 
favourable opportunity of acquiring thofe rights 
and privileges for which they had appeared fo 
zealous. The city of Toledo alone, animated 
by Donna Maria Pacheco, Padilla’s widow, who, 
inflead of bewailing her hulhand with a womanifh 
forrow, prepared to revenge his death, and to 

t 3 profecute 
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profecute that caufe in defence of which he had 
fuffered, muit be excepted. Refpect for her fex, 
or admiration for her courage and abilities, as 
well as fympathy with her misfortunes, and ve- 
neration for the memory of her hufband, fecured 
her the fame afcendant over the people which he 
had pofleffed. The prudence and vigour with 
which fhe added, juftined that confidence they 
placed in her. She wrote to the French general 
in Navarre, encouraging him to invade Cailile by 
the offer of powerful affiftance. She endeavoured 
by her letters and emiffaries to revive the fpirit 
and hopes of the other cities. She railed fol- 
diers, and exadted a great fum from the clergy 
belonging to the cathedral, in order to defray 
the expence of keeping them on foot ’I. She 
employed every artifice that could intereft or in- 
flame the populace. For this purpofe Ihe or- 
dered crucifixes to be ufed by her troops inftead 
of colours, as if they had been at war with the 
infidels and enemies of religion ; fhe marched 
through the ftreets of Toledo with her fon, a 
young child, clad in deep mourning feated on a 
mule, having a llandard carried before him, re- 
prefenting the manner of his father’s execution x. 
By all thefe means (he kept the minds of the 
people in fuch perpetual agitation as prevented 
their pafiions from fubfiding, and rendered them 
infenfible of the dangers to which they were ex- 
pofed, by Handing alone in oppofition to the 
royal authority. While the army was employed 
in Navarre, the regents were unable to attempt 
the reduction of Toledo by force; and all their 

U P. Matt. Ep. 717 x Sandov. 375. 
endeavours, 
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endeavours, either to diminifh Donna Maria’s 
credit with the people, or to gain her by large 
promifes and the felicitations of her brother the 
Marquis de Mondeiar, proved ineffectual. Upon 
the expulfion of the French out of Navarre, 
part of the army returned into Callile, and in- 
vefted Toledo. Even this made no impreffion 
on the intrepid and obftinate courage of Donna 
Maria. She defended the town with vigour, 
her troops in feveral fallies beat the royalifts, and 
no progrefs was made towards reducing the 
place, until the clergy, whom {he had highly of- 
fended by invading their property, ceafed to fup- 
port her. As foon as they received information 
of the death of William de Croy, archbifhop of 
Toledo, whofe poffefiion of that fee was their 
chief grievance, and that the emperor had named 
a Caftilian to fucceed him, they openly turned 
againft her, and perfuaded the people that (he 
had acquired fuch influence over them by the 
force of enchantments, that fire was afiifted by a 
familiar daemon which attended her in the form 
of a Negro-maid, and that by its fuggellions {he 
regulated every part of her conduCl The cre- 
dulous multitude, whom their impatience of a 
long blockade, and defpair of obtaining fuccourt 
either from the cities formerly in confederacy 
with them, or from the French, rendered defirous 
of peace, took arms againll her, and driving her 
out of the city, furrendered it to the royalifts 
{[October 26]. She retired to the citadel, 
which ftie defended with amazing fortitude four 
pionths longer; and when reduced to the laft 

V P. Mart. Ep. 7*7. 
extremitieSj 
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extremities, fhe made her efcapc in difguife 
[February 10], and fled to Portugal, where flie 
had many relations z. 

Upon her flight, the citadel furrendered. 
Tranquillity was re-eftablilhed in Caftile; and 
this bold attempt of the commons, like all un- 
fuccefsful infurrections, contributed to confirm 
and extend the power of the crown, which it 
was intended to moderate and abridge. The 
Cortes ftill continued to make a part of the Caf- 
tilian conftitution, and was fummoned to meet 
whenever the king flood in need of money ; but 
inftead of adhering to their ancient and cautious 
form of examining and redrefling public griev- 
ances, before they proceeded to grant any fupply, 
the more courtly cuftom of voting a donative in 
the firft place was introduced, and the fovereign 
having obtained all that he wanted, never allowed 
them to enter into any enquiry, or to attempt 
any refoimation injurious to his authority. The 
privileges which the cities had enjoyed were 
gradually circumfcribed or abolifhed ; their com- 
merce began from this period to decline ; and 
becoming lefs wealthy and Ids populous, they 
loft that power and influence which they had 
acquired in the Cortes. 

While Caflile was expofed to the calamities 
of civil war, the kingdom of Valencia was torn 
by inteftine commotions ftill more violent. The 
affociation which had been formed in the city of 
Valencia in the year one thoufand five hundred 
and twenty, and which was diftinguiftied by the 
name of the Germanada, continued to fubfift 

z Sandov. 375. P. Mart. Ep. 754. Ferrer, viii. 563. 
after 
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after the emperor’s departure from Spain. The 
members of it, upon pretext of defending the 
coails againfl: the defeents of the corfairs of Bar- 
bary, and under fanth’on of that permiffion which 
Charles had rafhly granted them, refuted to lay 
down their arms. But as the grievances which 
the Valcncians aimed at redreffing, proceeded 
from the arrogance and exactions of the nobi- 
lity, rather than from any unwarrantable exer- 
cife of the royal prerogative, their refentment 
turned chiefly againft the former. As foon as 
they were allowed the ufe of arms, and became 
confcious of their own ftrength, they grew im- 
patient to take vengeance of their oppreflbrs. 
They drove the nobles out of moft of the cities, 
plundered their houfes, wafted their lands, and 
affaulted their caftles. They then proceeded to 
elecl thirteen perfons, one from each company 
of tradefmen eftablifhed in Valencia, and com- 
mitted the admiuiftration of government to 
them, under pretext that they would reform the 
laws, eftabliih one uniform mode of difpenfmg 
juftice without partiality or regard to the diftinc- 
tion of ranks, and thus reftore men to fome de- 
gree of their original equality. 

The nobles were obliged to take arms in fclf- 
defence. Hoftilities began, and were carried on 
with all the rancour with which refentment at 
oppreffion infpired the one party, and the idea 
of infulted dignity animated the other. As no 
perfon of honourable birth, or of liberal educa- 
tion, joined the Germanada, the councils as well 
as troops of the confederacy were conduced by 
low mechanics, who acquired the confidence of 

enraged multitude chiefly by the fiercenefs of 
their 
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their zeal and the extravagance of their proceed- 
ings. Among fuch men, the laws introduced ia 
civilized nations, in order to reftrain or moderate 
the violence of war, were unknown or defpifed ; 
and they lun into the wildeft exceffes of cruelty 
and outrage. 

The emperor, occupied with fuppreffing the in- 
furreftion in Caitile, which more immediately- 
threatened the fubverfion of his power and pre- 
rogative, was unable to give much attention to 
the tumults in Valencia, and left the nobility of 
that kingdom to fight their own battles. His 
viceroy, the Conde de Melito, had the fupreme 
command of the forces which the nobles raifed 
among the vafials. The Germanada carried on 
the war during the years one thoufand five hun- 
dred and twenty and twenty-one, with a more 
perfevering courage than could have been ex- 
pected from a body fo tumultuary', under the 
conduct of fuch leaders. They defeated the 
nobility in feveral aCtions, which, though not 
confiderable, were extremely fharp. They re- 
pulfed them in their attempts to reduce different 
towns. But the nobles, by their fuperior fkil! 
in war, and at the head of troops more accuf- 
tomed to fervice, gained the advantage in moft 
of the rencounters. At length they were joined 
by a body of Callilian cavalry, which the regents 
difpatched towards Valencia, foon after their 
victory' over Padilla at Villalar, and by their 
affiflance the Valencian nobles acquired fuch fu- 
periority that they entirely broke and ruined the 
Germanada. The leaders of the party were put 
to death ahnoft without any formality of legal 
trial, and fuffered fuch cruel puniihments as the 

fenfe 
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fenfe of recent injuries prompted their adyerfaries 
to inflitl. The government of Valencia was re- 
eftabliihed in its ancient form a. 

In Aragon, violent fymptoms of the fame fpi- 
rit of difaffeftion and fedition which reigned in 
the other kingdoms of Spain, began to appear, 
but by the prudent conduct of the viceroy, Don 
John de Lanufa, they were fo far compofed, as 
to prevent their breaking out into any open in- 
furredtion. But in the ifland of Majorca, an- 
nexed to the crown of Aragon, the fame caufes 
which had excited the commotions in Valencia, 
produced effedts no lefs violent. The people, 
impatient of the hardfhips which they had en- 
dured under the rigid jurifdidtion of the no- 
bility, took arms in a tumultuary manner 
[March 19, 1521]; depofed their viceroy; drove 
lum out of the ifland ; and maffacred every gen- 
tleman who was fo unfortunate as to fall into 
their hands. The obftinacy with which the 
people of Majorca perfifted in their rebellion, 
was equal to the rage with which they began it. 
Many and vigorous efforts were requifite in 
order to reduce them to obedience; and tran- 
quillity was re-eilablifhed in every part of Spain, 
before the Majorcans could be brought to fub- 
mit to their fovereign b. 

a Argenfola Annales de Aragon, cap. 75. 90. 99. 118. 
Saycs Annales de Aragon, cap. 5. 12, Src. 1J. Mart. Kp. 
lib. xxxiii. & xxxiv. pafiim. Ferrer. Hift. d’Efpagne, viii. 
542. 564, &c. 

b Argenfoia Annales de Aragon, c. 113. Ferrer. Hift. 
viii. 542. Sayes Annales de Aragon, c. 7. n. 14. 76. 8j. 
Ferrcras Hift. d’Efpagne, viii. 579, &c. 609. 

While 
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While the fpirit of difaffe&ion was fo general 
among the Spaniards, and fo many caufes con- 
curred in precipitating them into fuch violent 
meafures in order to obtain the redrefs of their 
grievances, it may appear ftrange that the male- 
contents in the different kingdoms Ihould have 
carried on their operations without any mutual 
concert, or even any intercourfe with each other. 
By uniting their councils and arms, they might 
have acted both with greater force and with more 
effedt. The appearance of a national confede- 
racy would have rendered it no lefs refpeftable 
among the people than formidable to the crown; 
and the emperor, unable to refill fuch a com- 
bination, mull have complied with any terms 
which the members of it fhould have thought 
fit to prefcribe. Many things, however, pre- 
vented the Spaniards from forming themfelves 
into one body, and purfuing common meafures. 
The people of the different kingdoms in Spain, 
though they were become the fubjetls of the 
fame fovereign, retained, in full force, their na- 
tional antipathy to each other. The remem- 
brance of their ancient rivalfhip and hoftilities 
was flill lively, and the fenfe of reciprocal injuries 
fo Itrong, as to prevent them from a fling with 
confidence and concert. Each nation chofe ra- 
ther to depend on its own efforts, and to main- 
tain the flruggle alone, than to implore the aid 
of neighbours whom they diflrufled and hated. 
At the fame time the forms of government in 
the feveral kingdoms of Spain were fo different, 
and the grievances of which they complained, 
as well as the alterations and amendments in po- 

7 ley 
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licy which they attempted to introduce, fo va- 
rious, that it was not eafy to bring them to unite 
in any common plan. To this difunion Charles 
was indebted for the prefervation of his Spanifh 
crowns ; and while each of the kingdoms fol- 
lowed feparate meafures, they were all obliged 
at laft to conform to the will of their fovereign. 

The arrival of the emperor in Spain filled his 
fubjefts who had been in arms againit him with 
deep apprehenfions, from which he foon deli- 
vered them by an a£f of clemency no lefs pru- 
dent than generous. After a rebellion fo gene- 
ral, fcarcely twenty perfons, among fo many cri- 
minals obnoxious to the law, had been punilhed 
capitally in Caftile* Though ftrongly folicited 
by his council, Charles refufed to filed any more 
blood by the hands of the executioner; and pub- 
lished a general pardon [October 28], extending 
to all crimes committed fince the commence- 
ment of the infurreCtions, from which only four- 
feore perfons were excepted. Even thefe he 
feems to have named, rather with an intention to 
intimidate others, than from any inclination to 
feize them ; for when an officious courtier offer- 
ed to inform him where one of the moll con- 
fiderable among them was concealed, he avoided, 
it by a good-natured plcafant ry ; “ Go,” fays 
he, “ I have now no reafon to be afraid of that 
man, but he has fome caufe to keep at a dif- 
tance from me, and you would be better em- 
ployed in telling him that I am here, than in ac- 
quainting me with the place of his retreatc.” 

c Sandov. 377, &c. Vida del Emper. Carlos, por Don 
Juan Anton, ik Veia y Zuniga, p* JO. 

voL. ii. ti By 
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By this appearance of magnanimity, as well as 
by his care to avoid every thing which had dif- 
guiied the Caftilians during his former reiidence 
among them ; by his addrefs in affuming their 
manners, in fpeaking their language, and in com- 
plying with all their humours and cuftoms, he 
acquired an afcendant over them which hardly 
any of their native monarchs had ever attained, 
and brought them to fupport him in all his en- 
terprifes with a zeal and valour to which he owed 
much of his fuccefs and grandeur d. 

About the time that Charles landed in Spain, 
Adrian let out for Italy to take polfeflion ol his 
new dignity. But though the Roman people 
longed extremely for his arrival, they could not, 
on his firft appearance, conceal their furprife 
and difappointment. After being accuftomed 
to the princely magnificence of Julius, and the 
elegant fplendour of Leo, they beheld with con- 
tempt an old man of humble deportment, of au- 
ilere manners, an enemy to pomp, deffitute of 
talte in the arts, and unadorned with any of the 
external accomplifhments which the vulgar expedt 
in thofe railed to eminent ffations e. Nor did 
his political views and maxims feem lefs ftrange 
and altonifhing to the pontifical minifters. He 
acknowledged and bewailed the corruptions 
which abounded in the church, as well as in the 
court of Rome, and prepared to reform both ; 
he difcovered no intention of aggrandizing his 
family ; he even fcrupled at retaining fuch ter- 

'1 Ulloa Vita de Carlo V. p. 85. 
e Guic. 1. xv. 238. Jovii Vita Adrian!, 117. Eellefor. 

Epitr. des Princ. 84. 
ritories 
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ritories as fome of his predeceffors had acquired 
by violence or fraud, rather than by any legal 
title, and for that reafon he invefted Francefco 
Maria de Rovere anew in the duchy of Urbino, 
of which Leo had ftripped him, and furrendered 
to the duke of Ferrara feveral places wrefted 
from him by the church f. To men little ha- 
bituated to fee princes regulate their condudf by 
the maxims of morality and the principles of juf- 
tice, thefe actions of the new pope appeared in- 
conteftible proofs of his weaknefs or inexpe- 
rience. Adrian, who was a perfect ftranger to 
the complex and intricate fyltem of Italian po- 
litics, and who could place no confidence in per- 
fons whofe fubtle refinements in bufinefs fuited 
fo ill with the natural fimplicity and candour of 
his own character, being often embarraffed and 
irrefolute in his deliberations, the opinion of his 
incapacity daily increafed, until both his perfon 
and government became objedts of ridicule 
among his fubjects s. 

Adrian, though devoted to the emperor, en- 
deavoured to affume the impartiality which be- 
came the common father of Chriftendom, and 
laboured to reconcile the contending princes, in 
order that they might unite in a league againll 
Solyman, whofe conqueft of Rhodes rendered 
him more formidable than ever to Europeh. 
But this was an undertaking far beyond his 
abilities. To examine fuch a variety of preten- 
fions, to adjuft fuch a number of interfering in- 

f Guic. lib. xv. 240. 
S Jov. Vi?a Adr. 118. P. Marc. Ep. 774. RufcelK 

Lettres de Princ. vol. i. 87. 96. lor. 
!' Eeliefor. Epitr. p. S6. 
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terefts, to extinguifh the pafiions which ambi- 
tion, emulation, and mutual injuries had kin- 
dled, to bring fo many hollile powers to 
purfue the fame fcheme with unanimity and vi- 
gour, required not only uprightnefs of intention, 
but great fuperiority both of underftanding and 
addrefs. The Italian dates were no lefs deiirous 
of peace than the pope. The Imperial army 
under Colonna was dill kept on foot; but as the 
emperor’s revenues in Spain, in Naples, and in 
the Low Countries, were either exhauded or 
applied to fome other purpofe, it depended en- 
tirely for pay and fublidence on the Italians. 
A great part of it was quartered in the eccleli- 
adical date, and monthly contributions were 
levied upon the Florentines, the Milanefe, the 
Genoefe, and Lucchefe, by the viceroy of Na- 
ples ; and though all exclaimed againd fuch 
oppredlon, and were impatient to be delivered 
from it, the dread of worfe confequences from 
the rage of the army, or the refentment of the 
emperor, obliged them to fubmit *. 

1523.] So much regard, however, was paid 
to the pope’s exhortations, and to a bull which 
he idued, requiring all Chrrdian princes to con- 
fent to a truce for three years, that the Imperial, 
the French, and Englilh ambadadors at Rome, 
were empowered by their refpective courts to 
treat of that matter ; but while they waded 
their time in ffuitlefs negotiations, their maf- 
ters continued their preparations for war. The 
Venetians, who had hitherto adhered with great 
ftrmnefs to their alliance with Francis, being 

i Guic. 1 xv. 238. 
notv 
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now convinced that his affairs in Italy were in a 
defperate fituation, entered into a league againft 
him with the emperor [June 28] ; to which 
Adrian, at the mitigation of his countryman and 
friend Charles de Lanfloy, viceroy of Naples, 
who perfuaded him that the only obftacles to 
peace arofe from the ambition of the French 
king, foon after acceded. The other Italian 
Hates followed their example ; and Francis was 
left without a Hngle ally to refill the efforts of fo 
many enemies, whofe armies threatened, and 
whole territories encompaffed, his dominions on 
every fide k. 

The dread of this powerful confederacy, it was 
thought, would have obliged Francis to keep 
wholly on the defenfive, or at leaft have pre- 
vented his entertaining any thoughts of march- 
ing into Italy. But it was the character of 
that prince, too apt to become remifs, and even 
negligent on ordinary occafions, to roufe at the 
approach of danger, and not only to encounter 
it with fpirit and intrepidity, qualities which 
never forfook him, but to provide againft it with 
diligence and induftry. Before his enemies were 
ready to execute any of their fchemes, Francis 
had affembled a numerous army. His authority 
over his own fubjects was far greater than that 
which Charles or Henry poffeffed over theirs. 
They depended on their diets, their Cortes, and 
their parliaments, for money, which was ufually 
granted them in fmall fums, very flowl), and 
with much relu&ance. The taxes he could im- 
pofe were more conftderable, and levied with 

^ Gulc. 1, xv. 241.148. 
u 3 greater 
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greater difpatch ; fo that on this, as well as on 
other occalions, he brought his armies into the 
held while they were only deviling ways and 
means for railing theirs. Senhble of this ad- 
vantage, Francis hoped to difconcert all the em- 
peror’s fchemes by marching in perfon into the 
Milanefe ; and this bold meafure, the more for- 
midable becaufe unexpedfed, could fcarcely have 
failed of producing that effedi. But when the 
vanguard of his army had already reached Lyons, 
and he himfelf was battening after it with a fe- 
cond diviiion of his troops, the difcovery of a 
domeftic confpiracy, which threatened the ruin 
of the kingdom, obliged him to flop fhort, and 
to alter his meafures. 

The author of this dangerous plot was Charles 
duke of Bourbon, lord high conftable, whofe 
noble birth, vail fortune, and high office, raifed 
him to be the moft powerful fubjedf in France, 
as his great talents, equally fuited to the field or 
the council, and his fignal fervices to the crown, 
rendered him the mott illuftrious and de- 
ferring. The near refemblance between the 
king and him in many of their qualities, both 
being fond of war, and ambitious to excel in 
manly exercifes, as well as their equality in age, 
and their proximity of blood, ought naturally to 
have fecured to him a confiderable {hare in that 
monarch’s favour. But unhappily Louife, the 
king’s mother, had contracted a violent averfion 
to the houfe of Bourbon, for no better reafon 
than becaufe Anne of Bretagne, the queen of 
Louis the Twelfth, with whom ffie lived in per- 
petual enmity, had difcovered a peculiar attach- 
ptent to that branch of the royal family; and 
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had taught her fon, who was too fufceptible of 
any impreffion which his mother gave him, to 
view all the conftable’s actions with a mean and 
unbecoming jealoufy. His diftinguilhed merit 
at the battle of Marignano had not been fuffi- 
ciently rewarded ; he had been recalled from 
the government of Milan upon very frivolous 
pretences, and had met with a cold reception, 
which his prudent conduct in that difficult fta- 
tion did not defence; the payment of his pen- 
fions had been fufpended without any good 
caufe ; and during the campaign of one thou- 
fand five hundred and twenty-one, the king, as 
has already been related, had affronted him in 
prefence of the whole army, by giving the com- 
mand of the van to the duke of Alen5on. The 
conflable, at firfl, bore thefe indignities with 
greater moderation than could have been ex- 
pected from an high-fpirited prince, confcious 
of what was due to his rank and to his fervices. 
Such a multiplicity of injuries, however, ex- 
haufted his patience ; and infpiring him with 
thoughts of revenge, he retired from court, and 
began to hold a fecret correfpondence with fome 
of the emperor’s minifters. 

About that time the duchefs of Bourbon hap- 
pened to die without leaving any children. 
Louife, of a difpofition no lefs amorous than 
vindiiftive, and ftill fufceptible of the tender paf- 
fions at the age of forty-fix, began to view the 
conftable, a prince as amiable as he was accom- 
pliffied, with other eyes ; and notwithftanding 
the great difparity of their years, (he formed the 
fcheme of marrying him. Bourbon, who might 
hitve expected every thing to which an ambitious 

mind 
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mind can afpire, from the doating fondnefs of a 
woman who governed her fon and the kingdom, 
being incapable either of imitating the queen in 
her fudden tranfition from hatred to love, or of 
dilfembling fo meanly as to pretend affection for 
one who had perfecuted him fo long with un- 
provoked malice, not only reiefted the match, 
but embittered his refufal by fome fevere raillery 
on Louife’s perfon and charafter. She, finding 
herfelf not only contemned but infulted, her dif- 
appcinted love turned into hatred, and fince fire 
could not marry, file refolved to ruin Bourbon. 

For this purpofe fhe confulted with chancellor 
Du Prat, a man who, by a bafe proflitution of 
great talents and of fuperior fltill in his profef- 
iion, had rifen to that high office. By his ad- 
vice, a law-fuit was commenced againfl the con- 
ftable, for the whole eftate belonging to the 
houfe of Bourbon. Part of it was claimed in 
the king’s name, as having fallen to the crown; 
part in that of Louife, as the neareft heir in 
blood of the deceafed duchefs. Both thefe 
claims were equally deflitute of any foundation 
in juftice; but Louife, by her folicitations and 
authority, and Du Prat, by employing all the 
artifices and chicanery of law, prevailed on the 
judges to order the eftate to be fequeflered. 
This unjuft decifion drove the conftable to de- 
fpair, and to meafures wdiich defpair alone 
could have dictated. He renewed his intrigues 
in the Imperial court, and flattering himfelf that 
the injuries which he had fuffered would juftify 
his having recourfe to any means in order to ob- 
tain revenge, he offered to transfer his allegiance 
from his natural fovereign to the emperor, and 

to 
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to affift him in the conqueft of France. Charles, 
as well as the king of England, to whom the fe- 
cret was communicated1, expecting prodigious 
advantages from his revolt, were ready to receive 
him with open arms, and fpared neither promifes 
nor allurements which might help to confirm him 
in his refolution. The emperor offered him in 
marriage his filter Eleanor, the widow of the 
king of Portugal, with an ample portion. He 
was included as a principal in the treaty between 
Charles and Henry. The counties of Provence 
and Dauphine were to be fettled on him with 
the title of king. The emperor engaged to 
enter France by the Pyrenees ; and Henry, fup- 
ported by the Flemings, to invade Picardy ; 
while twelve thoufand Germans, levied at their 
common charge, were to penetrate into Bur- 
gundy, and to a£t in concert with Bourbon, who 
undertook to raife fix thoufand men among his 
friends and vaffals in the heart of the kingdom. 
The execution of this deep-laid and dangerous 
plot was fufpended, until the king Ihould crofs 
the Alps with the only army capable of defend- 
ing his dominions ; and as he was far advanced 
in his march for thatpurpofe, France was on the 
brink of deltruftion m. 

Happily for that kingdom, a negotiation 
which had now been carrying on for feveral 
months, though conduced with the molt pro- 
found fecrecy, and communicated only to a few 
chofen confidents, could not altogether efcape 

* Ryrrer’s Feeder, xiii. 704. 
ra Thuani Hift. lib. j. c. to. Keuter. Rer. Amir. lib. 

viii. c. 18. p, 107. 

the 
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the obfervation of the reft of the conftable’s 
numerous retainers, rendered more inquifitive 
by finding that they were diftrufted. Two of 
thefe gave the king fome intimation of a myfte- 
rious correfpondence between their mafter and 
the count de Roeux, a Flemifh nobleman of 
great confidence with the emperor. Francis, 
who could not bring himfelf to fufpedt that the 
firft prince of the blood would be fo bafe as to 
betray the kingdom to its enemies, immediately 
repaired to Moulines, where the conftable was in 
bed, feigning indifpofition that he might not 
be obliged to accompany the king into Italy, 
and acquainted him of the intelligence which he 
had received. Bourbon, with great folemnity, 
and the moft impofing affeftation of ingenuity 
and candour, afferted his own innocence; and 
as his health, he faid, was now more confirmed, 
he promifed to join the army wu’thin a few days. 
Francis, open and candid himfelf, and too apt 
to be deceived by the appearance of thofe virtues 
in others, gave fuch credit to what he faid, that 
he refufed to arreft him, although advifed to 
take that precaution by his wifeft counfellors ; 
and, as if the danger had been over, he continued 
his march towards Lyons. The conftable fet 
out foon after [September], feemingly with an 
intention to follow him ; but turning fuddenly 
to the left, he crofted the Rhone, and after in- 
finite fatigue and peril, efcaped all the parties 
which the king, who became fenfible too late 
of his own credulity, fent out to intercept him, 
and reached Italy in fafety n. 

n Mem. de Bella)', p. 64, &c. Pafijuier Recherches de 
la France, p. 481, 

Francis 
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Francis took every poffible precaution to pre- 

vent the bad effefts of the irreparable error 
which he had committed. He put garrifons in 
all the places of ftrength in the conftable’s ter- 
ritories. He feized all the gentlemen whom he 
could fufpeft of being his aUociates ; and as he 
had not hitherto difcoyered the whole extent of 
the confpirator’s fchemes, nor knew how far the 
infeftion had fpread among his fubjefts, he was 
afraid that his abfence might encourage them to 
make fome defperate attempt, and for that rea- 
fon relinquilhed his intention of leading his army 
in perfon into Italy. 

He did not, however, abandon his defign on 
the Milanefe, but appointed admiral Bonnivet 
to take the fupreme command in his Head, and 
to march into that country with an army thirty 
thoufand ftrong. Bonnivet did not owe this 
preferment to his abilities as a general ; for of 
all the talents requifite to form a great com- 
mander, he poffeffed only perfonal courage, the 
lowed: and the moll common. But he was the 
moll accomplilhed gentleman in the French 
court, of agreeable manners and infinuating ad- 
drefs, and a fprightly converfation ; and Francis, 
who lived in great familiarity with his courtiers, 
was fo charmed with thefe qualities, that he ho- 
noured him, on all occafions, with the moll par- 
tial and dillinguilhing marks of his favour. He 
was, befides, the implacable enemy of Bourbon ; 
and as the king hardly knew whom to trull at 
that jundlure, he thought the chief command 
could be lodged no where fo fafely as in his 
hands. 

Colonna, 
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Colonna, who was entruiled with the defence 

of the Milanefe, his own conqueft, was in no 
condition to reiiit fuch a formidable army. He 
was deftitute of money fufficient to pay his 
troops, which were reduced to a fmali number by 
iicknefs or defertion, and had, for that reafon, 
been obliged to neglect every precaution necef- 
fary for the fecurity of the country. The only 
plan which he formed was to defend the palfage 
of the river Tefiino againft. the French ; and as 
if he had forgotten how eafdy he himfelf had 
difconcerted a limilar fcheme formed by Lautrec, 
he promifed with great confidence on its being 
effedfual. But in fpite of all his caution, it 
fucceeded no better with him than with Lautrec. 
Bonnivet paiTtd the river without lofs, at a ford 
which had been neglcdted, and the Imperialifts 
retired to Milan, preparing to abandon the town 
as foon as the French fiiould appear before it. 
By an unaccountable negligence, which Guic- < 
ciardini imputes to infatuation , Bonnrvet did i 
not advance for three or four days, and loll the j 
opportunity with which his good fortune pre- . 
fented him. The citizens recovered from their 
eonfternation ; Colonna, Hill active at the age 
of fourfcore, and Morone, whofe enmity to 
France rendered him indefatigable, were em- 
ployed night and day in repairing the fortifi- ■ 
cations, in amaffing provifions, in collecting 
troops from every quarter; and by the time the 
French approached, had put the city in a condi- 
tjon to Hand a fiege. Bonnivet, after fome fruit- 
lefe attempts on the town, which harafled his 

J Guic. lib. xv. 254. 
troops 
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troops more than the enemy, was obliged, by 
the inclemency of the feafon, to retire into win- 
ter quarters. 

During thefe tranfaftions, pope Adrian died ; 
an event io much to the fatisfaction of the Ro- 
man people, whofe hatred or contempt of him 
augmented every day, that the night after his 
deceafe they adorned the door of his chief phy- 
fician’s houfe with garlands, adding this infcrip- 
tion, TO THE DELIVERER OF HIS 
COUNTRY p. The cardinal de Medici in- 
ftantly renewed his pretenfions to the papal dig- 
nity, and entered the conclave with high expec- 
tations on his own part, and a general opinion 
of the people that they would be fuccefsful. 
But though fupported by the Imperial fail ion, 
poffeffed of great perfonal intereft, and capable 
of all the artifices, refinements, and corruption, 
which reign in thofe affemblies, the obftinacy 
and intrigues of his rivals protracted the conclave 
to the unufual length of fifty days. The addrefs 
and perfeverance of the cardinal at laft furmount- 
ed every obltacle. He was raifed to the head of 
the church [November 28], and affumed the 
government of it by the name of Clement VII. 
The choice was univerfally approved of. High 
expedtations were conceived of a pope, whofe 
great talents, and long experience in bufinefs, 
feemed to qualify him no lefs for defending the 
fpiritual interefts of the church, expofed to im- 
minent danger by the progrefs of Luther’s opi- 
nions, than for conduiting its political opera- 
tions with the prudence requifite at fuch a dilli- 

P Jovii Vit. Adr, 127. 
X TOL. II. cult 
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cult juncture ; and who, befides thefe advan- 
tages, rendered the eccleliaftical date more re- 
fpeftable, by having in his hands the government 
of Florence, together with the wealth of the fa- 
mily of Medici “I. 

Cardinal Wolfey, not difheartened by the dif- 
appointment of his ambitious views at the former 
eledtion, had entertained more fanguine hopes of 
fuccefs on this occafion. Henry wrote to the 
emperor, reminding him of his engagements to 
fecond the pretenlions of his minifter. Wolfey 
beftirred himfelf with a&ivity fuitable to the im- 
portance of the prize for which he contended, 
and inftrufted his agents at Rome to fpare nei- 
ther promifes nor bribes in order to gain his end. 
But Charles had either amufed him with vain 
hopes which he never intended to gratify, or he 
judged it impolitic to oppofe a candidate who 
had fuch a profpeft of fucceeding as Medici; 
or perhaps the cardinals durlt not venture to pro- 
voke the people of Rome, while their indignation 
againft Adrian’s memory was ftill frefh, by pla- 
cing another Ullra-montane on the papal throne. 
Wolfey, after all his expeftations and endea- 
vours, had the mortilication to fee a pope elefted, 
of fuch an age, and of fo vigorous a conilitution, 
that he could not derive much comfort to him- 
felf from the chance of furviving him. This 
fccond proof fully convinced Wolfey of the em- 
peror’s infincerity, and it excited in him all the 
refentment which an haughty mind feels on be- 
ing at once difappointed and deceived; and 
though Clement endeavoured to foothe his vin- 

^ Guic. 1. xv. 263 
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diftive nature by granting him a commiffion to 
be legate in England during life, with fuch 
ample powers as veiled in him almoft the whole 
papal jurifditlion in that kingdom, the injury 
he had now received made fuch an imprefiion as 
entirely dillolved the tie which had united him 
to Charles, and from that moment he meditated 
revenge. It was neceffary, however, to conceal 
his intention from his mailer, and to fufpend the 
execution of it, until, by a dexterous improve- 
ment of the incidents which might occur, he 
Ihould be able gradually to alienate the king’s 
affe£lions from the emperor. For this reafon, 
he was fo far from expreiling any uneafmefs on 
account of the repulfe which he had met with, 
that he abounded on every occafion, private as 
well as public, in declarations of his high fatif- 
faclion with Clement’s promotionr. 

Henry had, during the campaign, fulfilled, 
with great fincerity, whatever he was bound to 
perform by the league againll France, though 
more llowly than he could have wilhed. His 
thoughtlefs profufion, and total neglect of (Eco- 
nomy, reduced him often to great llraits for 
money. The operations of war were now car- 
ried on in Europe in a manner very different 
from that which had long prevailed. Inflead of 
armies fuddenly afl'embled, which under diilindt 
chieftains followed their prince into the field 
for a fhort fpace, and ferved at their own coil, 
troops were now levied at great charge, and. re- 
ceived regularly confiderable pay. Inflead of 
impatience on both fides to bring every quarrel 

r Fiddej’s Life of Wolfey, See. Heibert. 
X 2 to 
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to the iffue of a battle, which commonly de- 
cided the fate of open countries, and allowed 
the barons, together with their vaffals, to re- 
turn to their ordinary occupations ; towns were 
fortified with great art, and defended with much 
obftinacy; war, from a very fimple, became a 
very intricate fcience; and campaigns grew of 
courfe to be more tedious and lefs decifive. The 
expence which thefe alterations in the military 
fyitem neceffarily created, appeared intolerable 
to nations hitherto unaccuftomed to the burden 
of heavy taxes. Hence proceeded the frugal, 
and even parfimonious fpirit of the Englifh par- 
liaments in that age, which Henry, with all his 
authority, was feldom able to overcome. The 
commons, having refufed at this time to grant 
him the fupplies which he demanded, he had 
recourfe to the ample and almoft unlimited pre- 
rogative which the kings of England then pof- 
fefi’ed, and by a violent and unufual exertion of 
it, raifed the money he wanted. This, how- 
ever, wafted fo much time, that it was late in 
the feafon [Sept. 20I before his army, under the 
duke of Suffolk, could take the field. Being 
joined by a confiderable body of Flemings, Suf- 
folk marched into Picardy, and Francis, from his 
extravagant eagernefs to recover the Milanefe, 
having left that frontier almoft unguarded, he 
penetrated as far as the banks of the river Oyfe, 
within eleven leagues of Paris, filling that capital 
with conrternation. But the arrival of fome 
troops detached by the king, who was ftill at 
Lyons; the adtive gallantry of the French of- 
ficers, who allowed the allies no refpite night or 
day; the rigour of a moft unnatural feafon, to- 

gether j 
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gether with fcarcity of provifions, compelled 
Suffolk to retire [November] ; and La Tre- 
moui'lle, who commanded in thofe parts, had 
the glory not only of having checked the progrefs 
of a formidable army with an handful of men, 
but of driving them with ignominy out of the 
French territoriess. 

The emperor’s attempts upon Burgundy and 
Guienne were not more fortunate, though in both 
thefe provinces Francis was equally unprepared 
to refill them. The conduft and valour of his 
generals fupplied his want of forefight; the 
Germans, who made an irruption into one 
of thefe provinces, and the Spaniards, who 
attacked the other, were repulfed with great 
difgrace. 

Thus ended the year 1523, during which 
Francis’s good fortune and fuccefs had been 
fuch as gave all Europe an high idea of his 
power and refources. He had difcovered and 
difconcerted a dangerous confpiracy, the author 
of which he had driven into exile, almoft without 
an attendant; he had rendered abortive all the 
fchemes of the powerful confederacy formed 
againil him; he had protefted his dominions 
when attacked on three different fides; and 
though his army in the Milanefe had not made 
fuch progrefs as might have been expcdted from 
its fuperiority to the enemy in number, he had 
recovered, and flill kept poffeffion of, one half 
of that dutchy. 

1524.] The enfuing year opened with events 
more difallrous to France. Fontarabia was loll 

’ Herbert. Mem. de Bellay, 73, &c. 
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by the cowardice or treachery of its governor 
£Feb. 27]. In Italy, the allies refolved on an 
early and vigorous effort, in order to difpoffefs 
Bonnivet of that part of the Milanefe which lies 
beyond the Tefino. Clement, who, under the 
pontiiicates of Leo and Adrian, had difcovered 
an implacable enmity to France, began now to 
view the power which the emperor was daily ac- 
quiring in Italy, with fo much jealoufy, that he 
refufed to accede, as his predeceffors had, done, 
to the league againfl Francis, and forgetting 
private paflions and animofities, laboured, with 
the zeal which became his character, to bring 
about a reconciliation among the contending 
parties. But all his endeavours were ineffectual; 
a numerous army, to which each of the allies 
furnifhed their contingent of troops, was af- 
fembled at Milan by the beginning of March. 
Lannoy, viceroy of Naples, took the command 
of it upon Colonna’s death, though the chief 
direction of military operations was committed 
to Bourbon and the Marquis de Pefcara; the 
latter the ableft and moft enterprifmg of the 
Imperial generals; the former infpired by his 
refentment wnth new aCtivity and invention, and 
acquainted fo thoroughly with the characters of 
the French commanders, the genius of their 
troops, and the ftrength as well as weaknefs of 
their armies, as to be of infinite fervice to the 
party which he had joined. But all thefe ad- 
vantages were nearly loft through the emperor’s 
inability to raife money fufficient for executing 
the various and extenfive plans which he had 
formed. When his troops were commanded to 
march, they mutinied againft their leaders, de- 

manding 
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manding the pay which was due to them for 
fome months; and difregarding both the menaces 
and intreaties of their officers, threatened to . 
pillage the city of Milan, if they did not inftantly 
receive fatisfadtion. Out of this difficulty the 
generals of the allies were extricated by Morone, 
who prevailing on his countrymen, over whom 
his influence was prodigious, to advance the 
fum that was requifite, the army took the 
field 

Bonnivet was deftitute of troops to oppofe 
this army, and ftill more of the talents which 
could render him an equal match for its leaders. 
After various movements and encounters, de- 
fcribed with great accuracy by the contemporary 
hiltorians, a detail of which would now be 
equally uninterelting and uninltru&ive, he was 
forced to abandon the ftrong camp in which he 
had entrenched himfelf at Biagrafla. Soon after, 
partly by his own mifcondudt, partly by the ac- 
tivity of the enemy, who harafled and ruined his 
army by continual Ikirmilhes, while they care- 
fully declined a battle which he often offered 
them ; and partly by the caprice of 6000 Swifs, 
who refufed to join his army, though within a 
day’s march of it ; he was reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of attempting a retreat into France, 
through the valley of Aoft. Juft as he arrived 
on the banks of the Seffia, and began to pafs that 
river, Bourbon and Pefcara appeared with the 
vanguard of the allies, and attacked his rear with 
great fury. At the beginning of the charge, 
Bonnivet, while exerting himfelf with much 

1 Guic. 1. xv. 267. Capella, 190. 
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valour, was wounded fo dangeroufly, that he 
was obliged to quit the field ; and the conduct 
of the rear was committed to the chevaher 
Bayard, who, though fo much a ftranger to the 
arts of a court that he never rofe to the chief com- 
mand, was always called, in times of real danger, 
to the poll of greatell difficulty and importance. 
He put himfelf at the head of the men at arms, 
and animating them by his prefence and example 
to fuftain the whole fiiock of the enemy’s troops, 
he gained time for the reft of his countrymen 
to make good their retreat. But in this fervice 
he received a wound which he immediately per- 
ceived to be mortal, and being unable to con- 
tinue any longer on horfeback, he ordered one 
of his attendants to place him under a tree, 
with his face towards the enemy; then fixing 
his eyes on the guard of his fword, which he 
held up inftead of a crofs, he addreffed his 
prayers to God, and in this pofturc, which be- 
came his charadler both as a foldier and as a 
Chriftian, he camly waited the approach of 
death. Bourbon, w'ho led the foremoft of the 
enemy’s troops, found him in this lituation, 
and expreffed regret and pity at the fight. 
“ Pity not me,” cried the high-fpirited chevalier, 
“ I die as a man of honour ought, in the dif- 
charge of my duty: they indeed are objects of 
pity, who fight againft their king, their country, 
and their oath.” The marquis de Pefcara, 
palling foon after, manifefted his admiration of 
Bayard’s virtues, as well as his forrow for his 
fate, with the generofity of a gallant enemy; 
and finding that he could not be removed with 
fafety from that fpot, ordered a tent to be 

pitched 
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pitched there, and appointed proper perfons to 
attend him. He died, notvvithilanding their 
care, as his anceftprs for feveral generations 
had done, in the field of battle. Pefcara ordered 
his body to be embalmed, and fent to his rela- 
tions ; and fuch was the refpeft paid to military 
merit in that age, that the duke of Savoy com- 
manded it to be received with royal honours in 
all the cities of his dominions ; in Dauphine, 
Bayard’s native country, the people of all ranks 
came out in a folemn procefiion to meet itu. 

Bonnivet led back the lhattered remains of his 
army into France; and in one fliort campaign, 
Francis was ftripped of all he had polfelfed in 
Italy, and left without one ally in that country. 

While the war, kindled by the emulation of 
Charles and Francis, fpread over fo many coun- 
tries of Europe, Germany enjoyed a profound 
tranquillity, extremely favourable to the reform- 
ation, which continued to make progrefs daily. 
During Luther’s confinement in his retreat at 
Wartburg, Carloftadius, one of his difciples, 
animated with the fame zeal, but poffeffed of 
lefs prudence and moderation than his mafter, 
began to propagate wild and dangerous opinions, 
chiefly among the lower people. Encouraged 
by his exhortations, they rofe in feveral villages 
of Saxony, broke into the churches with tumul- 
tuary violence, and threw down and ddlroyed 
the images with which they were adorned. 
Thofe irregular and outrageous proceedings were 
fo repugnant to all the elector’s cautious maxims, 

" Bellifor. Epitr. p. 73. Mem. de Bellay, 75. Oeuv. 
de Brant, tom. vi. 108, &c. Pafquier Recherches, p. 526. 
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that, if they had not received a timely check, 
they could hardly have failed of alienating from 
the reformers a prince, no lefs jealous of his own 
authority, than afraid of giving offence to the 
emperor, and other patrons of the ancient opi- 
nions. Luther, fenlible of the danger, imme- 
diately quitted his retreat, without waiting for 
Frederic’s permiflion, and returned to Wittem- 
berg [March 6, 1522]. Happily for the re- 
formation, the veneration for his perfon and 
authority was ftill fo great, that his appearance 
alone fuppreffed that fpirit of extravagance 
which began to feize his party. Carloitadius 
and his fanatical followers, ftruck dumb by 
his rebukes, fubmitted at once, and declared 
that they heard the voice of an angel, not of a 
man x. 

Before Luther left his retreat, he had begun 
to tranflate the Bible into the German tongue, 
an undertaking of no lefs difficulty than import- 
ance, of which he was extremely fond, and for 
which he was well qualified : he had a competent 
knowledge of the original languages ; a thorough 
acquaintance with the ityle and fentiments of the 
infpired writers; and though his compoiitions 
in Latin were rude and barbarous, he was rec- 
koned a great mailer of the purity of his mo- 
ther tongue, and could expreis himfelf with all 
the elegance of which it is capable. By his own 
ailiduous application, together with the afliit- 
ance of Melantlhon and feveral other of his dif- 
ciples, he finiihed part of the New Teffament 
jn the year 1522 ; and the publication of it 

* Sleid. Hift. si. Seckend. 105. 
proved 
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proved more fatal to the church of Rome, than 
that of all his own works. It was read with 
wonderful avidity and attention by perfons of 
every rank. They were aftonifhed at difcovering 
how contrary the precepts of the Author of our 
religion are, to the inventions of thofe priefts 
whq pretended to be his vicegerents ; and having 
now in their hand the rule of faith, they thought 
themfelves qualified, by applying it, to judge of 
the eftabliihed opinions, and to pronounce when 
they were conformable to the ftandard, or when 
they departed from it. The great advantages 
arifing from Luther’s tranflation of the Bible, 
encouraged the advocates for reformation, in the 
other countries of Europe, to imitate his exam- 
ple, and to publifh verfions of the Scriptures in 
their refpedfive languages. 

About this time, Nuremberg, Francfort, 
Hamburg, and feveral other free cities in Ger- 
many, of the firlt rank, openly embraced the re- 
formed religion, and by the authority of their 
magiftrates aboliftied the mafs, and the other fu- 
perilitious rites of popery e. The elector of 
Brandenburgh, the dukes of Brunfwick and 
Lunenburgh, and prince of Anhalt, became 
avowed patrons of Luther’s opinions, and coun- 
tenanced the preaching of them among their 
fubjefts. 

The court of Rome beheld this growing de- 
feftion with great concern ; and Adrian’s firft 
care after his arrival in Italy, had been to deli- 
berate with the cardinals, concerning the proper 
means of putting a flop to it. He was profoundly 

Y Seckend. ;4i. Chytrsei Condn. Krantzii, 203. 
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Hdlled in fcholailic theology, and having been 
early celebrated on that account, he Hill retained 
fuch an exceffive admiration of the fcience to 
which he was firfl: indebted for his reputation 
and fuccefs in life, that he confidered Luther’s 
invectives againlt the fchoolmen, particularly 
Thomas Aquinas, as little lefs than blafphemy. 
All the tenets of that doftor appeared to him 
fo clear and irrefragable, that he luppofed every 
perfon who called in queftion or contradicted 
them, to be either blinded by ignorance, or to 
be afting in oppofition to the conviction of his 
own mind: Of courfe, no pope was ever more 
bigotted or inflexible with regard to points of 
doCtrine than Adrian ; he not only maintained 
them as Leo had done, becaufe they were ancient, 
or becaufe it was dangerous for the church to al- 
low of innovations, but he adhered to them with 
the zeal of a theologian, and with the tenaciouf- 
nefs of a difputant. At the fame time his own man- 
ners being extremely Ample, and uninfeCted with 
any of the vices which reigned in the court of 
Rome, he was as feniible of its corruptions as 
the reformers themfelves, and viewed them with 
no lefs indignation. The brief which he ad- 
drefled to the diet of the empire aflembled at 
Nuremberg [November, 1522], and the inftruc- 
tions which he gave Cheregato, the nuncio 
whom he fent thither, were framed agreeably to 
thefe views. On the one hand, he condemned 
Luther’s opinions with more afperity and ran- 
cour of expreffion than Leo had ever ufed; he 
feverely cenfurcd the princes of Germany for 
fuffering him to fpread his pernicious tenets, by : 

their 
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their negle&ing to execute the edidt of the diet 
at Worms, and required them, if Luther did 
not inftantly retraft his errors, to deftroy him 
with fire as a gangrened and incurable member, 
in like manner as Dathan and Abiram had been 
cut off by Mofes, Ananias and Sapphira by 
the apoflles, and John Hufs and Jerome of 
Prague by their anceftors On the other hand, 
he with great candour, and in the mod explicit 
terms, acknowledged the corruptions of the 
Roman court to be the fource from which had 
flowed mod of the evils that the church now 
felt or dreaded ; he promifed to exert all his 
authority towards reforming thefe abufes, with 
as much difpatch as the nature and inveteracy 
of the diforders would admit; and he requeded 
of them to give him their advice with regard to 
the mod effectual means of fupprefling that 
new herefy which had fprung up among them 

The members of the diet, after praifing the 
pope’s pious and laudable intentions, excufed 
themfelves foi not executing the edict of Worms, 
by alleging that the prodigious increafe of Lu- 
ther’s followers, as well as the averfion to the 
court of Rome among their other fubjeCts on ac- 
count of its innumerable exactions, rendered fuch 
an attempt not only dangerous, but impoffible. 
They affirmed that the grievances of Germany, 
which did not arife from imaginary injuries, but 
from impofitions no lefs real than intolerable, 
as his holinefs would learn from a catalogue of 
them which they intended to lay before him, 
called now for fome new and efficacious remedy j 
and, in their opinion, the only remedy adequate 

a Fafcic. Rer. expet. & fugiend 342. a Ibid. 345. 
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to the difeafe, or which afforded them any hopes 
of feeing the church reftored to foundnefs and 
vigour, was a general council. Such a council, 
therefore, they advifed him, after obtaining the 
emperor’s confent, to affemble without delay, in 
one of the great cities of Germany, that all who 
had right to be prefent might deliberate with 
freedom, and propofe their opinions with fuch 
boldnefs, as the dangerous fituation of religion 
at this juncture required b. 

The nuncio, more artful than his mailer, and 
better acquainted with the political views and in- 
terefts of the Roman court, was ilartled at the 
propofition of a council; and ealily forefaw how 
dangerous fuch an affembly might prove, at a 
time when many openly denied the papal au- 
thority, and the reverence and fubmiffion yield- 
ed to it vifibly declined among all. For that 
reafon he employed his utmoil addrefs in order to 
prevail on the members of the diet to proceed 
themfelves with greater feverity againil the Lu- 
theran herefy, and to relinquilh their propofal 
concerning a general council to be held in Ger- 
many. They, perceiving the nuncio to be more 
felicitous about the interefts of the Roman 
court, than the tranquillity of the empire, or 
purity of the church, remained inflexible, and 
continued to prepare the catalogue of their 
grievances to be prefented to the popec. The 
nuncio, that he might not be the bearer of a 
remonftrance fo difagreeable to his court, left 
Nuremberg abruptly, without taking leave of 
the dietJ. 

I' Fafcic. Rer. expet. & fuglend. 346. 
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The fecular princes accordingly, for the eccle- 
fiaftics, although they gave no oppofition, did 
not think it decent to join with them, drew up 
the lift (fo famous in the German annals) of an 
hundred grievances, which the empire imputed 
to the iniquitous dominion of the papal fee. This 
lift contained grievances much of the fame nature 
with that prepared under the reign of Maxi- 
milian. It would be tedious to enumerate each 
of them ; they complained of the fums exacted for 
difpenfations, abfolutions, and indulgencies ; of 
the expence arifing from the law-fuits carried by 
appeal to Rome; of the innumerable abufes occa- 
fioned by refervations, commendams, and annates; 
of the exemption from civil jurifdiclion which 
the clergy had obtained ; of the arts by which 
they brought all fecular caufes under the cog- 
nizance of the eccleliaftical judges; of the in- 
decent and profligate lives which not a few of 
the clergy led ; and of various other particulars, 
many of which have already been mentioned 
among the circumftances that contributed to the 
favourable reception, or to the quick progrefs 
of Luther’s doCfrines. In the end they conclud- 
ed, that if the holy fee did not fpeedily deliver 
them from thofe intolerable burdens, they had 
determined to endure them no longer, and would 
employ the power and authority with which 
God had entrufted them, in order to procure re- 

| lief e. 
Inftead of fuch feverities againft Luther and 

his followers as the nuncio had recommended, the 
recefs or edict of the diet [March6, 1523] con- 

« Fafcic. Rer. expet. & fugier.d. 354. 
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tained only a general injun&ion to all ranks of 
men to wait with patience for the determinations 
of the council which was to be afiembled, and 
in the mean time not to publiih any new opinions 
contrary to the eftablifhed doftrines of the 
church ; together with an admonition to all 
preachers to abllain from matters of controverfy 
in their difcourfes to the people, and to confine 
themfelves to the plain and inftruftive truths of 
religion f. 

The reformers derived great advantage from, 
the tranfaftions of this diet, as they afforded them 
the fullefl and moil authentic evidence that grofs 
corruptions prevailed in the court of Rome, and 
that the empire was loaded by the clergy with 
infupportable burdens. With regard to the 
former, they had now the teflimony of the pope 
himfelf, that their inve&ives and accufations 
were not malicious or ill-founded. As to the 
latter, the reprefentatives of the Germanic body, 
in an aflembly where the patrons of the new 
opinions were far from being the moft numerous 
or powerful, had pointed out as the chief griev- 
ances of the empire, thofe very praftices of the 
Romifh church againft which Luther and his 
(difciples were accuilomed to declaim. Accord- 
ingly, in all their controverfial writings after 
this period, they often appealed to Adrian’s de- 
claration, and to the hundred grievances, in con- 
firmation of whatever they advanced concerning 
the diffolute manners, or infatiable ambition and 
rapacioufnefs, of the papal court. 

At Rome, Adrian’s conduit was confidered as 
f. proof of the moft childifh fimplicity and im- 

f Fafcic. Rer. expet. & fugiend. 348. 
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prudence. Men trained up amidil the artifices 
and corruptions of the papal court, and accuf- 
tomed to judge of actions not by what was juft, 
but by what was ufeful, were aftoniihed at a pon- 
tiff, who, departing from the wife maxims of 
his predeceftors, acknowledged diforders which 
he ought to have concealed ; and forgetting his 
own dignity, afked advice of thofe, to whom 
he was entitled to prefcribe. By fuch an excefs 
of impolitic fincerity, they were afraid that, in- 
ftead of reclaiming the enemies of the church, 
he would render them more prefumptuous, 
and inftead of extinguifhing herefy, would 
weaken the foundations of the papal power, or 
flop the chief fources from which wealth flowed 
into the church s. For this reafon the cardinals 
and other ecclefiaftics of greateft eminence in the 
papal court induftrioufly oppofed all his fchemes 
of reformation, and by throwing objections and 
difficulties in his way, endeavoured to retard or 
to defeat the execution of them. Adrian, amaz- 
ed, on the one hand, at the obftinacy of the Lu- 
therans, difgufted, on the other, with the man- 
ners and maxims of the Italians, and finding 
himfelf unable to correct either the one or the 
other, often lamented his own fituation, and 
often looked back with pleafure on that period 
of his life when he was only dean of Louvain, a 
more humble but happier ftation, in which little 
was expeCted from him, and there was nothing 
to fruftrate his good intentions h. 

Clement VII. his fucceffor, excelled Adrian 
as much in the arts of government, as he was 

}? F. Paul, Hid of Counc. p. z8; Pallavic. Hift. 58. 
*> Jovii Vit. Adr. p. 118. 
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inferior.to him in purity of life, or uprightnefs 
of intention. He was animated not only with 
the averlion which all popes naturally bear to a 
council, but having gained his own election by 
means very uncanonical, he was afraid of an 
affembly that might fubject it to a fcrutiny 
which it could not Hand. He determined, 
therefore, by every poflible means to elude the 
demands of the Germans, both with refpeft to 
the calling of a council, and reforming abufes 
in the papal court, which the rafhnefs and inca- 
pacity of his predecelfor had brought upon him. 
For this purpofe, he made choice of cardinal 
Campeggio, an artful man, ofen entrulled by his 
predeceffors with negotiations of importance, as 
his nuncio to the diet of the empire affembled 
again at Nuremberg. 

Campeggio, without taking any notice of 
what had palfed in the laft meeting, exhort- 
ed the diet [February], in a long difcourfe, to 
execute the edidl of Worms with vigour, as the 
only effectual means of fuppreffing Luther’s doc- 
trines. The diet, in return, delired to know the 
pope’s intentions concerning the council, and the 
redrefs of the hundred grievances. The former, 
the nuncio endeavoured to elude by general and 
unmeaning declarations of the pope’s refolution 
to purfue fuch meafures as would be for the 
greateft good of the church. With regard to 
the latter, as Adrian was dead before the cata- 
logue of grievances reached Rome, and of con- 
fequence it had not been regularly laid before 
the prefent pope, Campeggio took advantage of 
this circumftance to decline making any definitive 
anfwer to them in Clement’s name; though, at 
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the fame time, he obferved that their catalogue 
of grievances contained many particulars ex- 
tremely indecent and undutiful, and that the 
publilhing it by their own authority was highly 
difrefpedlful to the Roman fee. In the end, he 
renewed his demand of their proceeding with 
vigour againft Luther and his adherents. But 
though an ambaflador from the emperor, who 
was at that time very folicitous to gain the pope, 
warmly feconded the nuncio, with many pro- 
feffions of his mailer’s zeal for the honour and 
dignity of the papal fee, the recefs of the diet 
[April 18] was conceived in terms of almoft 
the fame import with the former, without enjoin- 
ing any additional feverity againll Luther and his 
party *. 

Before he left Germany, Campeggio, in order 
to amufe and footh the people, publifhed certain 
articles for the amendment of fome diforders and 
abufes which prevailed among the inferior cler- 
gy ; but this partial reformation, which fell fo 
far Ihort of the expectations of the Lutherans, 
and of the demands of the diet, gave no fatisfac- 
tion, and produced little effeCl. The nuncio, 
with a cautious hand, tenderly lopped a few 
branches ; the Germans aimed a deeper blow, 
and by ftriking at the root wilhed to exterminate 
the evillc. 

* Seckend. 2S6. Skid. Hill. 66. k Seckend. 292. 
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BOOK IV. 

expulfion of the French, both out of the 
Milanefe and the republic of Genoa, was 

confidered by the Italians as the termination of 
the war between Charles and Francis ; and as they 
began immediately to be apprehenfive of the em- 
peror, when they faw no power remaining in 
Italy capable either to controul or oppofe him, 
they longed ardently for the re-eftablilhment of 
peace. Having procured the reftoration of 
Sforza to his paternal dominions, which had 
been their chief motive for entering into confe- 
deracy with Charles, they plainly difcovered 
their intention to contribute no longer towards 
increafing the emperor’s fuperiority over his ri- 
val, which was already become the object of 
their jealoufy. The pope efpecially, whofe na- 
tural timidity increafed his fufpicions of Charles’s 
deiigns, endeavoured by his remonftrances to 
infpire him with moderation and incline him to 
peace. 

But the emperor, intoxicated with fuccefs, 
and urged on by his own ambition, no lefs than 
by Bombon’s defire of revenge, contemned Cle- 
ment’s admonitions, and declared his refolution 
of ordering his army to pafs the Alps, and to in- 
vade Provence, a part of his rival’s dominions, 
where, as he leaft dreaded an attack, he was 
lead; prepared to refill it. His moll experienced 
minifters dilfuaded him from undertaking inch 
an enterprize with a feeble army, and an exhaulled 
treafury: but he relied fo much on having ob- 

tained 
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tained the concurrence of the king of England, 
and on the hopes which Bourbon, with the con- 
fidence and credulity natural to exiles, entertain- 
ed of being joined by a numerous body of his 
partizans as foon as the Imperial troops fhould 
enter France, that he perfifted obftinately in the 
meafure. Henry undertook to furnifh an hundred 
thoufand ducats towards defraying the expence 
of the expedition during the firft month, and 
had it in his choice either to continue the pay- 
ment of that fum monthly, or to invade Picardy 
before the end of July with an army capable of 
afting with vigour. The emperor engaged to 
attack Guienne at the fame time with a confider- 
able body of men ; and if tbefe enterprifes proved 
fuccefsful, they agreed, that Bourbon, befides 
the territories which he had loft, fhould be put 
in pofteffion of Provence, with the title of king, 
and fhould do homage to Henry as the lawful 
king of France, for his new dominions. Of all 
the parts of this extenfive but extravagant pro- 
jeft, the invafion of Provence was the only one 
which was executed. For although Bourbon, 
vrith a fcrupulous delicacy, altogether unexpeft- 
ed after the part which he had acted, pofitively 
Tefufed to acknowledge Henry’s title to the 
crown of France, and thereby abfolved him 
from any obligation to promote the enterprife, 
Charles’s eagernefs to carry his own plan into 
execution did not in any degree abate. The 
army which he employed for that purpofe 
amounted only to eighteen thoufand men ; the 
command of which was given to the Marquis 
de Pefcara, with inftructions to pay the greateft 

j deference to Bourbon’s advice in all his opera- 
tions. 
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tions. Pefcara pafled the Alps without oppo- 
fition, and entering Provence [Aug. 19], laid 
fiege to Marfeilles. Bourbon had advifed him 
rather to march towards Lyons, in the neigh- 
bourhood of which city his territories were fitu- 
ated, and where of courfe his influence was molt 
extenfive ; but the emperor was fo defirous to get 
pofleflion of a port, which would, at all times, 
fecure him an eafy entrance into France, that by 
his authority he over-ruled the conflable’s opi- 
nion, and directed Pefcara to make the reduction 
of Marfeilles his chief objedla. 

Francis, who forefaw, but was unable to pre- 
vent this attempt, took the moft proper precau- 
tions to defeat it. He laid wafte the adjacent 
country, in order to render it more difficult for 
the enemy to fubfifl: their army ; he rafed the 
fuburbs of the city, ftrengthened its fortifications, 
and threw into it a numerous garrifon under the 
command of brave and experienced officers. To 
thefe, nine thoufand of the citizens, whom their 
dread of the Spanifh yoke infpired with contempt 
of danger, joined themfelves ; by their united 
courage and induitry, all the efforts of Pefcara’s 
military fkill, and of Bourbon’s activity and re- 
venge, were rendered abortive. Francis, mean- 
while, had leifure to affemble a powerful army 
under the walls of Avignon, and no fooner be- 
gan to advance towards Marfeilles, than the Im- 
perial troops, exhaufted by the fatigues of a 
fiege which had laited forty days, weakened by 
difeafes, and almolt deftitute of provifions, retired 
[Sept. 19] with precipitation towards Italy6, 

a Guic. 1. xv. 273, &c. Mem. deBellay, p. So. 
Guic. I. xv. 277. Ulloa Vita del Carlo V. p. 93. 
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If, during thefe operations of the army in 

Provence, either Charles or Henry had attacked 
France in the manner which they had projected, 
that kingdom muit have been expofed to the 

: molt imminent danger. But on this, as well as 
on many other occaiions, the emperor found that 
the extent of his revenues was not adequate to 
the greatnefs of his fchemes, or the ardour of 
his ambition ; and the want of money obliged 
him, though with much reluctance, to circum- 
fcribe his plan, and to leave part of it unexe- 
cuted. Henry, difgufted at Bourbon’s refufing 
to recognize his right to the crown of France ; 
alarmed at the motions of the Scots, whom the 
folicitations of the French king had perfuaded to 
march towards the borders of England ; and no 
longer incited by his minifter, who was become 
extremely cool with regard to all the emperor’s in- 
terefts, took no meafures to fupport an enterprife, 
of which, as of all new undertakings, he had 
been at tirft exceffively fond c. 

If the king of France had been fatisfied with 
having delivered his fubjefts from this formidable 
invafion, if he had thought it enough to Ihew 
all Europe the facility with which the internal 
ftrength of his dominions enabled him to refill 
the invalion of a foreign enemy, even when fe- 
conded by the abilities and powerful efforts of a 
rebellious fubject, the campaign, notwithlland- 
ing the lofs of the Milanefe, would have been 
far from ending inglorioufly. But Francis, 
animated with courage more becoming a foldier 
than a general; puflied on by ambition, enter- 

c Fiddes's Life of Wolfey, Append. N11 70, 71, 72. 
prifing 
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prifing rather than confiderate ; and too apt to 
be elated with fuccefs ; was fond of every un- 
dertaking that feemed bold and adventurous. 
Such an undertaking, the lituation of his affairs, 
at that jundfure, naturally prefented to his view. 
He had under his command one of the molt 
powerful awl bell appointed armies France had 
ever brought into the field, which he could not 
think of difbanding without having employed it 
in any adfive fervice. The Imperial troops had 
been obliged to retire almoft ruined by hard 
duty, and di(heartened with ill fuccefs ; the Mi- 
lanefe had been left altogether without defence; 
it was not impoffible to reach that country before 
Pefcara, with his (battered forces, could arrive 
there ; or if fear (hould add fpeed to their re- 
treat, they were in no condition to make head 
againft his fre(h and numerous troops; and 
Milan would now, as in former inftances, fubmit 
without refillance to a bold invader. Thefe con- 
fiderations, which were not deftitute of plaufi- 
bility, appeared to his fanguine temper to be 
of the utmoft weight. In vain did his wifeft 
miniiters and generals reprefent to him the dan- 
ger of taking the field at a feafon fo far advan- 
ced, with an army compofed chiefly of Swifs and 
Germans, to whofe caprices he would be fub- 
je£t in all his operations, and on whofe fidelity 
his fafety mud abfolutely depend. In vain did 
Xiouife of Savoy advance by hafty journies to- 
wai'ds Provence, that (he might exert all her au- 
thority in diffuading her fon from fuch a raflr 
enterprife. Francis difregarded the remonftran- 
ces of his fubjefts; and that he might fave him- 
felf the pain of an interview with his mother, 

whofe 
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whofe counfels he had determined to rejeft, he 
began his march before her arrival ; appointing 
her, however, by way of atonement for that ne- 
glect, to be regent of the kingdom during his 
abfence. Bonnivet, by his perfuafions, contri- 
buted not a little to confirm Francis in this re- 
folution. That favourite, who ftrongly refembled 
his mafter in all the defective parts of his cha- 
raCter, was led, by his natural impetuoiity, 
warmly to approve of fuch an enterprife ; and 
being prompted befides by his impatience to re- 
viiit a Milanefe lady, of whom he had been 
deeply enamoured during his late expedition, he 
is faid, by his flattering defcriptions of her beauty 
and accomplifhments, to have infpired Francis, 
who was extremely fufceptible of fuch paffions, 
with an equal deiire of feeing her d. 

The French paffed the Alps at Mount Cenis ; 
and as their fuccefs depended on difpatch, they 
advanced with the greatefl diligence. Pefcara, 
who had been obliged to take a longer and more 
difficult route by Monaco and Final, was foon 
informed of their intention ; and being fenfible 
that nothing but the prefence of his troops 
could fave the Milanefe, marched with fuch ra- 
pidity, that he reached Alva on the fame day 
that the French army arrived at Vercelli. Francis, 
inflrufted by Bonnivet’s error in the former 
campaign, advanced direttly towards Milan, 
where the unexpefted approach of an enemy 
fo powerful occafioned fuch confternation and 
diforder, that although Pefcara entered the city 
with fome of his bell troops, he found that the 

A Oeuvr. lie Brant, tom. vi. 253. 
VOL. II. I defence 
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defence of it could not be undertaken with any 
probability of fuccefs; and having thrown a 
garrifon into the citadel, retired through one 
gate, while the French were admitted at an- 
other e. 

Thefe bride motions of the French monarch 
difconcerted all the fchemes of defence which 
the Imperialifts had formed. Never, indeed, did 
generals attempt to oppofe a formidable invaiion 
under fuch circumltances of difadvantage. 
Though Charles poffelfed dominions more ex- 
tenfive than any other prince in Europe, and 
had, at this time, no other army but that which 
was employed in Lombardy, which did not 
amount to fixteen thoufand men, his prerogative 
in all his different ftates was fo limited, and his 
fubjetts, without whofe confent he could raife 
no taxes, difeovered fuch unwillingnefs to burden 
themfelves with new or extraordinary impofitions, 
that even this fmall body of troops was in want 
of pay, of ammunition, of provifions, and of 
clothing. In fuch a fituation, it requred all the 
wifdom of Lannoy, the intrepidity of Pefcara, 
and the implacable refentment of Bourbon, to 
preferve themfrom finking under defpair,andtoin- 
fpire them with refolution to attempt, or fagacity 
to difeover, what was effential to their fafety. 
To the efforts of their genius, and the aftivity 
of their zeal, the emperor was more indebted 
for the prefervation of his Italian dominions than 
to his own power. Lannoy, by mortgaging the 
revenues of Naples, procured fome money, which 
was immediately applied towards providing the 

e Mem. de Bellay, p, 81. Gu:c. 1. xv. 278. 
army 
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army with whatever was moft neceflary f. 
Pefcara, who was beloved and almoft adored by 
the Spaniih troops, exhorted them to fliew the 
world, by their engaging to ferve the emperor, 
in that dangerous exigency, without making 
any immediate demand of pay, that they were 
animated with fentiments of honour very dif- 
ferent from thofe of mercenary foldiers; to 
which propofition that gallant body of men, 
with an unexampled generofity, gave their con- 
fent Bourbon having raifed a coniiderable 
fum, by pawning his jewels, fet out for Germany, 
where his influence was great, that by his pre- 
fence he might haften the levying of troops for 
the Imperial fervice h. 

Francis, by a fatal error, allowed the emperor’s 
■ generals time to derive advantage from all thefe 
operations. Inflead of purfuing the enemy, who 
retired to Lodi on the Adda, an untenable port, 
which Pefcara had refolved to abandon on the 
approach of the French, he, in compliance with 
the opinion of Bonnivet, though contrary to 
that of his other generals, laid fiege to Pavia 
on the Tefino [Oft. 28j] ; a town, indeed, of 
great importance, the poffefiion of which would 
have opened to him all the fertile country 
lying on the banks of that river. But the for- 
tifications of the place were Itrong; it was dan- 
gerous to undertake a difficult fiege at fo late a 
feafon ; and the Imperial generals, fenfible of its 
confequence, had thrown into the town a garri- 

f Guic. 1. xv. 280. K Jovii Vit. Davali, lib. xv. 
p. 386. Sandov. vol. i. 621. Ulloa Vita dell Carlo V. 
p. 94, &c. Vita dell Em per. Carlos V. per Vera y Zuniga, 
p. 36. h Mem. de Beilay, p. 83. 
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Con compofedof fix thoufand veterans, under the 
command of Antonio de Leyva, an officer of 
high rank, of great experience, of a patient but 
enterpriiing courage, fertile in refources, am- 
bitious of diftinguiffiing himfelf, and capable, for 
that reafon, as well as from his having been 
Jong accuftomed both to obey and to command, 
of fuffering or performing any thing in order to 
procure fuccefs. 

Francis profecuted the fiege with obllinacy 
equal to the raflmefs with which he had under- 
taken it. During three months, every thing 
known to the engineers of that age, or that 
could be effefted by the valour of his troops, 
was attempted, in order to reduce the place ; 
while Lannoy and Pefcara, unable to obltrudl 
his operations, were obliged to remain in fuch 
an ignominious Hate of inaftion, that a pafquinade 
was publiffied at Rome, offering a reward to any 
perfon who could find the Imperial army, loll 
in the month ofOdlober in the mountains between 
France anti Lombardy, and which had not been 
heard of fince that timeJ. 

Leyva, well acquainted with the difficulties 
under which his countrymen laboured, and the 
impoffibility of their facing, in the field, fuch a 
powerful army as formed the fiege of Pavia, 
placed his only hopes of fafety in his own vigi- 
lance and valour. The efforts of both were ex- 
traordinary, and in proportion to the importance 
of the place, with the defence of which he was 
entrufted. Fie interrupted the approaches of 
the French by frequent and furious fallies. Be- 

1 Sandov. i, 608. 
hind 
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hind the breaches made by their artillery, he 
eredbed new works, which appeared to be fcarcely 
inferior in ftrength to the original fortifications. 
He repulfed the befiegers in all their affaults ; 
and by his own example, brought not only the 
garrifon, but the inhabitants, to bear the moll 
fevere fatigues, and to encounter the greateft 
dangers without murmuring. The rigour of the 
feafon confpired with his endeavours in retarding 
the progrefs of the French. Francis attempting 
to become mailer of the town, by diverting the 
courfe of the Telino, which is its chief defence 
on one fide, a fudden inundation of the river 
deilroyed, in one day, the labour of many weeks, 
and fwept away all the mounds which his army 
had raifed with infinite toil, as well as at great 
expence k. 

Notwithftanding the flow progrefs of the be- 
fiegers, and the glory which Leyva acquired by 
his gallant defence, it was not doubted but that 
the town would at lail be obliged to furrender. 
The pope, who already confidered the French 
arms as fuperior in Italy, became impatient to 
difengage himfelf from his connexions with the 
emperor, of whofe defigns he was extremely 
jealous, and to enter into terms of friendfhip 
with Francis. As Clement’s timid and cautious 
temper rendered him incapable of following the 
bold plan which Leo had formed, of delivering 
Italy from the yoke of both the rivals, he re- 
turned to the more obvious and practicable 
fcheme of employing the power of the one to 
balance and to reilrain that of the other. For 

k Guic. 1. xv. z8o. UJloa Vita di Carlo V. p. 95. 
Z 3 this 
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this reafon, he did not diffemble his fatisfa&ion 
at feeing the French king recover Milan, as he 
hoped that the dread of inch a neighbour would 
be fome check upon the emperor’s ambition, 
which no power in Italy was now able to con- 
trol. He laboured hard to bring about a peace 
that would fecure Francis in the poffefiion of his 
new conquefts ; and as Charles, who was always 
inflexible in the profecution of his fchemes, re- 
jedled the propofition with difdain, and with 
bitter exclamations againft the pope, by whofe 
perfuafions, while cardinal de Medici, he had 
been induced to invade the Milanefe, Clement 
immediately concluded a treaty of neutrality with 
the king of France, in which the republic of 
Florence was included h 

Francis having, by this tranfaftion, deprived 
the emperor of his two moll; powerful allies, and 
at the lame time having fecur^d a paffage for his 
own troops through their territories, formed a 
fcheme of attacking the kingdom of Naples, hoping 
either to over-run that country, which was left 
altogether without defence, or that at leaft fuch 
an unexpected invafion would oblige the viceroy 
to recal part of the Imperial army out of the 
Milanefe ; for this purpofe he ordered fix thou- 
fand men to march under the command of John 
Stuart duke of Albany. But Pefcara forefeeing 
that the effedt of this diverfion would depend 
entirely upon the operations of the armies in the 
Milanefe, perfuaded Lannoy to difregard Alba- 
ny’s motionsm, and to bend his whole force 
againlt the king himfelf; fo that Francis not 

1 Cuic. 1. xv. ziz. 2S5. Ibid. 2S5. 
only 
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■only weakened his army very unfeafonably by 
this great detachment, but incurred the reproach 
of engaging too ralhly in chimerical and extrava- 
gant projects. 

By this time the garrifon of Pavia was re- 
duced to extremity ; their ammunition and pro- 
vifions began to fail; the Germans, of whom it 
was chiefly compofed, having received 'no pay 
for feven months11, threatened to deliver the 
town into the enemy’s hands, and could hardly 
be reftrained from mutiny by all Leyva’s addrefs 
and authoVity. The Imperial generals, who 
were no ilrangers to his lituation, faw the ne- 
ceffity of marching without lofs of time to his re- 
lief. [1525] This they had now in their power : 
twelve thoufand Germans, whom the zeal and 
aftivity of Bourbon taught to move with unufual 
rapidity, had entered Lombardy under his com- 
mand, and rendered the Imperial army nearly 
equal to that of the French, greatly diminiftied 
by the abfence of the body under Albany, as well 
as by the fatigues of the liege, and the rigour of 
the feafon. But the more their troops increafed 
in number, the more fenfibly did the Imperialifts 
feel the diltrefs arifing from want of money. Far 
from having funds for paying a powerful army, 
they had fcarcely what was fufficient for defray- 
ing the charges of conducing their artillery, and 
of carrying their ammunition and provifions. 
The abilities of the generals, however, fupplied 
every defect. By their own example, as well as 
by magnificent promifes in name of the emperor, 
they prevailed on the troops of all the different 

» Gold. Polit. Imperial. 875. 
nations 
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nations which compofcd their army, to take the 
held without pay ; they engaged to lead them 
direftly towards the enemy ; and flattered them 
with the certain profpedt of victory, which would 
at once enrich them with fuch royal fpoils as 
would be an ample reward for all their fervices. 
The foldiers, fenlible that, by quitting the army, 
they would forfeit the great arrears due to them, 
and eager to get pofiefiion of the promifed trea- 
fures, demanded a battle with all the impatience 
of adventurers who hght only for plunder °. 

The Imperial generals, without fuffering the 
ardour of their troops to cool, advanced imme- 
diately toward the French camp [Feb. 3J. On 
the flrft intelligence of their approach, Francis 
called a council of war, to deliberate what courfe 
he ought to take. All his officers of greateft 
experience were unanimous in advifing him to 
retire, and to decline a battle with an enemy 
who courted it from defpair. The Imperialifts, 
they obferved, would either be obliged in a few 
weeks to dilband an army, which they were un- 
able to pay, and which they kept together only 
by the hope of plunder; or the foldiers, enraged 
at the non-performance of the promifes to which 
they had trailed, would rife in fome furious mu- 
tiny, which would allow their generals to think 
of nothing but their own fafety : that, mean- 
while, he might encamp in fome llrong poll, and 
waiting in fafety the arrival of frefh troops from 
France and Switzerland, might, before the end 
of fpring, take poffeffion of all the Milanefe, 

*> Eryci Peuteani Hift. Cifalpiir, ap. Grevii Thef. An. 
tiquit, ital. iii. p. 1170. 1179. 

without 
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■tvithout danger orbloodfhed. But in oppofition 
to them, Bonnivet, whofe deftiny it was to give 
counfels fatal to France during the whole cam- 
paign, reprefented the ignominy that it would 
reflect on their fovereign, if he (hould abandon 
a fiege which he had profecuted fo long, or 
turn his back before an enemy to whom he was 
Hill fuperior in number ; and infilled on the 
necefiity of fighting the Imperialills rather than 
relinquilh an undertaking, on the fuccefs of 
which the king’s future fame depended. Un- 
fortunately, Francis’s notions of honour were 
delicate to an excefs that bordered on what was 
romantic. Having often faid that he would 
take Pavia, or perilh in the attempt, he thought 
Fimfelf bound not to depart from that refolu- 
tion ; and rather than expofe himfelf to the 
flightefl imputation, he chofe to forego all the 
advantages which were the certain confequences 
of a retreat, and determined to wait for the 
Imperialifts before the walls of Pavia P. 

The Imperial generals found the French fo 
ftrongly entrenched, that notwithftanding the 
powerful motives which urged them on, they 
hefitated long before they ventured to attack 
them ; but at laft the necefllties of the belieged, 
and the murmurs of their own foldiers, obliged 
them to put every thing to hazard. Never did 
armies engage with greater ardour, or with an 
higher opinion of the importance of the battle 
which they were going to fight [Feb. 24] ; 
never were troops more ftrongly animated with 
emulation, national antipathy, mutual refent- 

E Guic. ! xv. 291. 
ment, 
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ment, and all the pafiions which infpire obftinate 
bravery. On the one hand, a gallant young 
monarch, feconded by a generous nobility, and 
followed by fubjedts to whofe natural impetuo- 
fity, indignation at the oppofition which they 
had encountered, added new force, contended for 
viftory and honour. On the other fide, troops 
more completely difeiplined, and condudted by 
generals of greater abilities, fought from necefli- 
ty, with courage heightened by defpair. The 
ImperialilLs, however, were unable to refill the 
firft efforts of the French valour, and their 
firmeft battalions began to give way. But the 
fortune of the day was quickly changed. The 
Swifs in the fervice of France, unmindful of the 
reputation of their country for fidelity and mar- 
tial glory, abandoned their poll in a cowardly 
manner. Leyva, with his garrifon, fallied out 
and attacked the rear of the French, during the 
heat of the action, with fuch fury as threw it 
into confufion ; and Pefcara falling on their ca- 
valry with the Imperial horfe, among whom he had 
prudently intermingled a confiderable number of 
Spanifh foot, armed with the heavy mulkets then 
in ufe, broke this formidable body by an unufual 
method of attack, againft which they were 
wholly unprovided. The rout became univerfal; 
and refillance ceafed in almoft every part, but 
where the king was in perfon, who fought now', 
not for fame or victory, but for fafety. Though 
wounded in feveral places, and thrown from his 
horfe, which was killed under him, Francis de- 
fended himfelf on foot with an heroic courage. 
Many of his braveft officers gathering round him, 
and endeavouring to fave his life at the expence 
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of their own, fell at his feet. Among thefe was 
Bonnivet, the author of this great calamity, who 
alone died unlamented. The king, exhaufted 
with fatigue, and fcarcely capable of farther re- 
Jiftance, was left almoft alone, expofed to the 
fury of fome Spanilh foldiers, ftrangers to his 
rank, and enraged at his obftinacy. At that 
moment came up Fomperant, a French gentle- 
man, who had entered together with Bourbon 
into the emperor’s fervice, and placing himfelf 
by the fide of the monarch again It whom he had 
rebelled, afiilted in protedting him from the vio- 
lence of the foldiers ; at the fame time befeech- 
ing him to furrender to Bourbon, who was not 
far dillant. Imminent as the danger was which 
now furrounded Francis, he rejefted with indig- 
nation the thoughts of an action which would 
have afforded fuch matter of triumph to his trai- 
terous fubjedt; and calling for Lannoy, who 
happened likewife to be near at hand, gave up 
his fword to him ; which he, kneeling to kifs the 
king’s hand, received with profound refpedt; 
and taking his own fword from his fide, pre- 
fented it to him, faying, That it did not be- 
come fo great a monarch to remain difarmed in 
the prefence of one of the emperor’s fubjedts S. 

Ten thoufand men fell on this day, one of the 
molt fatal France had ever feen. Among thefe 
were many noblemen of the higheit diltindtion, 
who chofe rather to perifh than to turn their 
backs with difhonour. Not a few were taken 

<3 Guic. I. x». 292. Oeuv. dc Brant, vi. 355. Mem. de 
Bellay, p. 90. Sandov. Hid. i. 638, &c. P. Mart. Ep. 
805. 8ro. Rufcelli Lettere de Principi, ii. p. 70. Ulloa 
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prifoners, of whom the moll illuftrious was 
Henry d’Albret, the unfortunate king of Na- 
varre. A fmall body of the rear-guard made its 
efcape, under the command of the duke of 
Alengon ; the feeble garrifon of Milan, on the 
firft news of the defeat, retired without being 
purfued, by another road; and in two weeks 
after the battle, not a Frenchman remained in 
Italy. 

Lannoy, though he treated Francis with all 
the outward marks of honour due to his rank 
and character, guarded him with the utmoll at- 
tention. He was felicitous, not only to prevent 
any poffibility of his efcaping, but afraid that 
his own troops might feize his perfon, and de- 
tain it as the bell fecurity for the payment of 
their arrears. In order to provide againll both 
thefe dangers, he conducted Francis, the day- 
after the battle, to the llrong caftle of Pizzi- 
chitone near Cremona, committing him to the 
euftody of Don Ferdinand Alarcon, general of 
the Spanilh infantry, an officer of great bravery 
and of ft riel honour, but remarkable for that 
fevere and fcrupulous vigilance which fuch a trull 
required. 

Francis, who formed a judgment of the empe- 
ror’s difpofitions by his own, was extremely de- 
iirous that Charles Ihould be informed of his 
fituation, fondly hoping that, from his genero- 
ftty or fympathy, he ffiould obtain fpeedy relief. 
The Imperial generals were no lefs impatient to 
give their fovereign an early account of the de- 
cilive victory which they had gained, and to re- 
ceive his inllrudlions with regard to their future 
conduct. As the moll certain and expeditious 

2 method 
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method of conveying intelligence to Spain, at 
that feafon of the year, was by land, Francis 
gave the commendador Pennalofa, who was 
charged with Lannoy’s difpatches, a paffport 
to travel through France. 

Charles received the account of this fignal and 
unexpected fuccefs that had crowned his arms, 
with a moderation, which, if it had been real, 
would have done him more honour than the 
greateft victory. Without uttering one word 
expreffive of exultation, or of intemperate joy, 
he retired immediately into his chapel [Mar. to], 
and having fpent an hour in offering up his 
thankfgivings to Heaven, returned to the pre- 
fence-chamber, which by that time was filled 
with grandees and foreign ambaffadors, affembled 
in order to congratulate him. He accepted of 
their compliments with a modeft deportment ; 
he lamented the misfortune of the captive king, 
as a ftriking example of the fad reverfe of for- 
tune, to which the moll powerful monarchs are 
fubjeCt; he forbad any public rejoicings, as in- 
decent in a war carried on among Chriffians, 
referving them until he fhould obtain a victory 
equally illuftrious over the Infidels ; and feemed 
to take pleafure in the advantage which he had 
gained, only as' it would prove the occafion of 
refloring peace to Chriilendom r. 

Charles, however, had already begun to form 
fchemes in his own mind, which little fuited 
fuch external appearances. Ambition, not ge- 
nerofity, was the ruling pafiion in his mind ; 
and the victory at Pavia opened fuch new and 

» Sandov. Hift. 1.641. Ulloa Vita dell Carlo V. p. no. 
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unbounded profpefts of gratifying it, as allured 
him with irreiiltible force : but it being no eafy 
matter to execute the vail defigns which he me- 
ditated, he thought it neceffary, while proper 
meafures were taking for that purpofe, to a fleet 
the greateft moderation, hoping under that veil 
to conceal his real intentions from the other 
princes of Europe. 

Meanwhile, France was filled with conflern- 
ation. The king himfelf had early tranfmitted 
an account of the rout of Pavia, in a letter to 
his mother, delivered by Pennalofa, which con- 
tained only thefe words, “ Madam, all is loft, 
except our honour.” The officers who made 
their efcape, when they arrived from Italy, 
brought fuch a melancholy detail of particulars 
as made all ranks of men fenfibly feel the great- 
nefs and extent of the calamity. France, 
without its fovereign, without money in her 
treafury, without an army, without generals to 
command it, and encompaffed on all fides by a 
victorious and aftive enemy, feemed to be on the 
very brink of deftrudlion. But on that occafion 
the great abilities of Louife the regent faved the 
kingdom, which the violence of her paffions had 
more than once expofed to the greateft danger* 
Inllead of giving herfelf up to fuch lamentations 
as were natural to a woman fo remarkable for 
her maternal tendernefs, fhe difeovered all the 
forefight, and exerted all the activity of a con- 
fummate politician. She affembled the nobles 
at Lyons, and animated them by her example 
no lels than by' her words, with fuch zeal in de- 
fence of their country, as its prefent fituation 
required. She collefted the remains of the army 

which 
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which had ferved in Italy, ranfomed the pri- 
foners, paid the arrears, and put them in a con- 
dition to take the field. She levied new troops, 
provided for the fecurity of the frontiers, and 
railed fums fufficient for defraying thefe extra- 
ordinary expences. Her chief care, however, 
was to appeafe the refentment, or to gain the 
friendfhip of the king of England ; and from 
that quarter, the firft ray of comfort broke in 
upon the French. 

Though Henry, in entering into alliances 
with Charles or Francis, feldom followed any 
regular or concerted plan of policy, but was in- 
fluenced chiefly by the caprice of temporary paf- 
fions, fuch occurrences often happened as recalled 
his attention towards that equal balance of power 
which it was neceflary to keep between the two 
contending potentates, the prefervation of which 
he always boafted to be his peculiar office. He 
had expefted that his union with the emperor 
might afford him an opportunity of recovering 
fome part of thofe territories in France which 
had belonged to his anceftors, and for the fake 
of fuch an acquifition he did not fcruple to give 
his affiftance towards raifing Charles to a con- 
fiderable pre-eminence above Francis. He had 
never dreamt, however, of any event fo decifive 
and fo fatal as the victory at Pavia, which feemed 
not only to have broken, but to have annihilated 
the power of one of the rivals; fo that the pro- 
fpeft of the fudden and entire revolution which 
this would occafion in the political fyftem, filled 
him with the moll difquieting apprehenfions. 
He faw all Europe in danger of being over-run 
by an ambitious prince, to whofe power there 

A A 2 now 
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now remained no counterpoife ; and though he 
himfelf might at firft be admitted, in quality of 
an ally, to fome lhare in the fpoils of the captive 
monarch, it was eafy to difcern, that with re- 
gard to the manner of making the partition, as 
well as his fecurity for keeping poffeffion of what 
fhould be allotted him, he mull abfolutely de- 
pend upon the will of a confederate, to whofe 
forces his own bore no proportion. He was 
fenfible, that if Charles were permitted to add 
any confiderable part of France to the vail do- 
minions of which he was already mailer, his 
neighbourhood would be much more formidable 
to England than that of the ancient French 
kings ; while, at the fame time, the proper ba- 
lance on the continent, to wlrich England owed 
both its fafety and importance, would be entirely 
loll. Concern for the fituation of the unhappy 
monarch Co-operated with thefe political con- 
fiderations; his gallant behaviour in the battle 
of Pavia had excited an high degree of admira- 
tion, which never fails of augmenting fympathy ; 
and Henry, naturally fufceptible of generous 
fentiments, w'as fond of appearing as the deli- 
verer of a vanquilhed enemy from a Hate of cap- 
tivity. The pafiions of the Englilh minifter fe- 
conded the inclinations of the monarch. Wolfey, 
who had not forgotten the difappointment of his 
hopes in two fuccefiive conclaves, which he im- 
puted chiefly to the emperor, thought this a 
proper opportunity of taking revenge; and 
Louife, courting the friendlhip of England 
with fuch flattering fubmiffions as were no lefs 
agreeable to the king than to the cardinal, 
Henry gave her fecret afiiirances that he would 

not 
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not lend his aid towards opprefling France, in 
its prefent helplefs Hate, and obliged her to pro- 
mife that (he would not confent to difmember the 
kingdom, even in order to procure her fon’s 
libertys. 

But as Henry’s connexions with the emperor 
made it neceflary to act in fuch a manner as to 
fave appearances, he ordered public rejoicings 
to be made in his dominions for the fuccefs of 
the Imperial arms ; and, as if he had been eager 
to feize the prefent opportunity of ruining the 
French monarchy, he fent ambafladors to 
Madrid, to congratulate with Charles upon his 
viXory ; to put him in mind, that he, as his ally, 
engaged in one common caufe, was entitled to 
partake in the fruits of it; and to require that, 
in compliance with the terms of their confede- 
racy, he would invade Guienne with a powerful 
army, in order to give him pofleflion of that 
province. At the fame time, he offered to fend 
the princefs Mary into Spain or the Low Coun- 
tries, that fhe might be educated under the em- 
peror’s direXion, until the conclufion of the 
marriage agreed on between them ; and in return 
for that mark of his confidence, he infifled that 
Francis fhould be delivered to him, in confe- 
quence of that article in the treaty of Bruges, 
whereby each of the contraXing parties was 
bound to furrender all ufurpers to him whofe 
rights they had invaded. It was impofiible 
that Henry could expeX that the emperor 
would liften to thefe extravagant demands, which 
it was neither his intereft, nor in his power to 

» Mem. de Bellay, 94. Guic. 1. xvi. 318, Herbert. 
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grant. They appear evidently to have been 
made with no other intention than to furnifh 
him with a decent pretext for entering into 
fuch engagements with France as the juncture 
required[. 

It was among the Italian ftates, however, that 
the victory at Pavia occafioned the greateft alarm 
and terror. That balance of power on which 
they relied for their fecurity, and which it had 
been the conftant objedt of all their negotiations 
and refinements to maintain, was deftroyed in a 
moment. They were expofed by their fituation 
to feel the firlt effedts of the uncontrouled autho- 
rity which Charles had acquired. They obferved 
many fymptoms of a boundlefs ambition in that 
young prince, and were fenfible that, as emperor 
or king of Naples, he might not only form dan- 
gerous preteniions upon each of their territories, 
but might invade them with great advantage. 
They deliberated, therefore, with great folici- 
tude concerning the means of railing fuch a force 
as might obllruCt his progrefsu. But their con- 
fultations, conducted with little union, and ex- 
ecuted with lefs vigour, had no efieft. Clement, 
inftead of purfuing the meafures which he had 
concerted with the Venetians for fecuring the li- 
berty of Italy, was fo intimidated by Lannoy’s 
threats, or overcome by his promifes, that he 
entered into a feparate treaty [April x], binding 
himfelf to advance a conliderable fum to the em- 
peror, in return for certain emoluments which he 
was to receive from him. The money was in- 

* Herbert, p. 64. 
» Guic. 1. xvi 300. Rufcelli Letters de Princ. ii. 74. 

eb, &c. Thuani Hift. lib. i. c, 11. 
ftantly 



I525*] EMPEROR CHARLES V. 2^1 
ftantly paid ; but Charles afterwards refufed to 
ratify the treaty ; and the pope remained expofed 
at once to infamy and to ridicule : to the former, 
becaufe he had deferted the public caufe for his 
private intereft ; to the latter, becaufe he had 
been a lofer by that unworthy action x. 

How dilhonourable foever the artifice might 
be which was employed in order to defraud the 
pope of this fum, it came very feafonably into 
the viceroy’s hands, and put it in his power to 
extricate himfelf out of an imminent danger. 
Soon after the defeat of the French army, the 
German troops, which had defended Pavia 
with fuch meritorious courage and perfeverance, 
growing infolent upon the fame that they had 
acquired, and impatient of relying any longer 
on fruitlefs promifes, with which they had been 
fo often amufed, rendered themfelves mafters 
of the town, with a refolution to keep polfeffion 
of it as a fecurity for the payment of their ar- 
rears ; and the reft of the army difcovered a 
much ftronger inclination to afiift, than to pu- 
nifh the mutineers. By dividing among them 
the money exacted from the pope, Lannoy 
quieted the tumultuous Germans ; but though 
this fatisfied their prefent demands, he had fo 
little profpeft of being able to pay them or his 
other forces regularly for the future, and was 
under fuch continual apprehenfions of their fciz- 
ing the perfon of the captive king, that, not 
long after, he was obliged to difmifs all the Ger- 
mans and Italians in the Imperial fervice E. 

x Girc. lib. xvi. 305. Mauroceni Hiftor. Venet. ap. 
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Thus, from a cfrcumftance that now appears 
very lingular, but ariiing naturally from the con- 
llitution of moll European governments in the 
fixteenth century, while Charles was fufpecled 
by all his neighbours of aiming at univerfal mo- 
narchy, and while he was really forming vail 
projects of this kind, his revenues were fo limit- 
ed, that he could not keep on foot his victori- 
ous army, though it did not exceed twenty-four 
thoufand men. 

During thefe tranfaftions, Charles, whofe 
pretenfions to moderation and difinterellednefs 
were foon forgotten, deliberated, with the ut- 
moll folicitude, how he might derive the greatell 
advantages from the misfortune of his adverfaiy. 
Some of his counfellors advifed him to treat 
Francis with the magnanimity that became a 
victorious prince, and, inllead of taking advan- 
tage of his lituation, to impofe rigorous condi- 
tions, to difmifs him on fuch equal terms, as 
would bind hhn for ever to his interell by the 
ties of gratitude and affeClion, more forcible as 
well as more permanent than any which could 
be formed by extorted oaths and involuntary lli- 
pulations. Such an exertion of generofity is 
not, perhaps, to be expefted in the conduCl of 
political affairs, and it was far too refined for 
that prince to whom it was propofed. The 
more obvious, but lefs fplendid fcheme, of en- 
deavouring to make the utmofl of Francis’s ca- 
lamity, had a greater number in the council to 
recommend it, and fuited better with the empe- 
ror’s genius. But though Charles adopted this 
plan, he feems not to have executed it in the 

moil 
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moft proper manner. Inftead of making one 
great effort to penetrate into France with all the 
forces of Spain and the Low Countries ; inftead 
of crufhing the Italian ftates before they reco- 
vered from the confternation which the fuccefs 
of his arms had occafioned, he had recourfe to 
the artifices of intrigue and negotiation. This 
proceeded partly from neceffity, partly from the 
natural difpofition of his mind. The fituation of 
his finances at that time rendered it extremely 
difficult to carry on any extraordinary arma- 
ment ; and he himfelf having never appeared at 
the head of his armies, the command of which, 
he had hitherto committed to his generals, was 
averfe to bold and martial counfels, and trailed 
more to the arts with which he was acquainted. 
He laid, befides, too much ftrefs upon the vic- 
tory of Pavia, as if by that event the ftrength of 
France had been annihilated, its refources ex- 
haufted, and the kingdom itfelf, no lefs than 
the perfon of its monarch, had been fubjecltd to 
his power. 

Full of this opinion, he determined to fet the 
higheft price upon Francis’s freedom, and having 
ordered the count de Roeux to vifit the captive 
king in his name, he inftrufled him to propofe 
the following articles as the conditions on which 
he would grant him his liberty: that he fhould 
reftore Burgundy to the emperor, from whofe 
anceftors it had been unjuftly wrefted ; that he 
ffiould furrender Provence and Dauphine, that 
they might be eredled into an independent 
kingdom for the conftable Bourbon; that he 
ffiould make full fatisfaftion to the king of 
England for all his claims, and finally renounce the 

preten- 
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pretenfions of France to Naples, Milan, or any 
other territory in Italy. When Francis, who 
had hitherto flattered himfelf that he fhould be 
treated by the emperor with the generofity be- 
coming one great prince towards another, heard 
thefe rigorous conditions, he was fo tranfported 
with indignation, that, drawing his dagger haf- 
tily, he cried out, “ ’Twere better that a king 
fhould die thus.” Alarcon, alarmed at his ve- 
hemence, laid hold on his hand ; but though he 
foon recovered greater compofure, he ftill de- 
clared, in the moll folemn manner, that he 
would rather remain a prifoner during life, than 
purchafe liberty by fuch ignominious concef- 
fions z. 

This mortifying difcovery of the emperor’s 
intentions greatly augmented Francis’s chagrin 
and impatience under his confinement, and mull 
have driven him to abfolute defpair, if he had not 
laid hold of the only thing which could ftill ad- 
minifter any comfort to him. He perfuaded 
himfelf, that the conditions which Roeux had 
propofed did not flow originally from Charles 
himfelf, but were dictated by the rigorous policy 
of his Spanifh council; and that therefore he 
might hope, in one perfonal interview with him, 
to do more towards haftening his own deliver- 
ance, than could be effefted by long negotia- 
tions palling through the fubordinate hands of 
his minifters. Relying on this fuppofition, 
which proceeded from too favourable an opinion 
of the emperor’s charafter, he offered to vifit 
him in Spain, and was willing to be carried 

* Mem. de Bel lay, 94. FerrerasHift. ix. 43. 
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thither as a fpeftacle to that haughty nation. 
Lannoy employed all his addrefs to confirm him 
in thefe fentiments; and concerted with him in 
fecret the manner of executing this refolution. 
Francis was fo eager on a fcheme which feemed 
to open fome profpect of liberty, that he fur- 
nilhed the galleys necefiary for conveying him 
to Spain, Charles being at this time unable to 
fit out a fquadron for that purpofe. The vice- 
roy, without communicating his intentions either 
to Bourbon or Pefcara, conducted his prifoner 
towards Genoa, under pretence of transporting 
him by fea to Naples ; though foon after they 
fet fail, he ordered the pilots to fleer directly 
for Spain; but the wind happening to carry 
them near the French coaft, the unfortunate 
monarch had a full profpedl of his own do- 
minions, towards which he caft many a for- 
rowful and defiring look. They landed, however, 
in a few days at Barcelona, and foon after 
Francis was lodged [Aug. 24], by the emperor’s 
command, in the Alcazar of Madrid, under the 
care of the vigilant Alarcon, who guarded him 
with as much circumfpedlion as evera. 

A few days after Francis’s arrival at Madrid, 
and when he began to be fenfible of his having 
relied without foundation on the emperor’s ge- 
nerofity, Henry VIII. concluded a treaty with 
the regent of France, which afforded him fome 
hope of liberty from another quarter. Henry’s 
extravagant demands had been received at Madrid 
with that neglect which they deferved, and which 

a Mem. de Bellay, 95. P. Mart. Ep. ult. Guic. lib. 
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he probably expe&ed. Charles, intoxicated with 
profperity, no longer courted him in that re- 
fpettful and fubmiluve manner which pleal'ed his 
haughty temper. Wolfey, no lefs haughty than 
his mafter, was highly irritated at the emperor 
difcontiuuing his wonted careffes and profellions 
of friendlhip to himfelf. Thefe flight offences, 
added to the weighty confiderations formerly 
mentioned, induced Henry to enter into a defen- 
five alliance with Louife, in which all the dif- 
ferences between him and her fon were ad- 
julted; at the fame time he engaged that he 
would employ his bell offices in order to procure 
the deliverance of his new ally from a Hate of 
captivity b. 

While the open defection of fuch a powerful 
confederate affefted Charles with deep concern, 
a fecret confpiracy was carrying on in Italy, 
which threatened him with confequences Hill 
more fatal. The reHlefs and intriguing genius 
of Morone, chancellor of Milan, gave rife to 
this. His revenge had been amply gratified by 
the expulfion of the French out of Italy, and 
his vanity no lefs foothed by the re-eflablifhment 
of Sforza, to whofe intereH he had attached 
himfelf in the dutchy of Milan. The delays, 
however, and evafions of the Imperial court, in 
granting Sforza the inveHiture of his new-ac- 
quired territories, had long alarmed Morone; thefe 
were repeated fo often, and with fuch apparent 
artifice, as became a full proof to his fufpicious 
mind that the emperor intended to flrip his mafier 
of that rich country which he [had conquered in 

b Herbert. Fiddes’s Life of Wolfey, 337. 
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his name. Though Charles, in order to quiet 
the pope and Venetians, no lefs jealous of his 
defigns than Morone, gave Sforza, at laic, the 
inveftiture which had been fo long deiired; the 
charter was clogged with fo many refervations, 
and fubjefted him to fuch grievous burdens, as 
rendered the duke of Milan a dependent on the 
emperor, rather than a vafl'al of the empire, and 
afforded him hardly any other fecurity for his 
poffeflions than the good pleafure of an ambi- 
tious fuperior. Such an acceffion of power as 
would have accrued from the addition of the 
Milanefe to the kingdom of Naples, was confi- 
dered by Morone as fatal to the liberties of Italy, 
no lefs than to his own importance. Full of 
this idea he began to revolve in his mind the 
poffibility of refeuing Italy from the yoke of 
foreigners ; the darling fcheme, as has been al- 
ready obfervtd, of the Italian politicians in that 
age, and which it was the great objedt of their 
ambition to accomplilh. If to the glory of 
having been the chief inflrument of driving tire 
French out of Milan, he could add that of de- 
livering Naples from the dominion of the Spa- 
niards, he thought that nothing would be want- 
ing to complete his fame. His fertile genius 
foon fuggefted to him a project for that purpofe ; 
a difficult, indeed, and daring one, but for that 
very reafon more agreeable to his bold and en- 
terpriling temper. 

Eourbon and Pefcara were equally enraged at 
Lannoy’s carrying the French king into Spain 
without their knowledge. The former, being 
afraid that the two monarchs might, in his ab- 
fence, conclude fome treaty, in which his inte- 
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refts would be entirely facrificed, haftened to 
Madrid, in order to guard againft that danger. 
The latter, on whom the command of the army 
now devolved, was obliged to remain in Italy; 
but in every company, lie gave vent to his in- 
dignation againil the viceroy, in expreffions full 
of rancour and contempt; he accufed him, in a 
letter to the emperor, of cowardice in the time 
of danger, and of infclence after victory, towards 
the obtaining of which he had contributed no- 
thing either by his valour or his conduft; nor 
did he abftain from bitter complaints againit the 
emperor himfelf, who had not difcovered, as he 
imagined, a fufficient fenfe of his merit, nor be- 
llowed any adequate reward on his fervices. It 
was on this difguft of Pefcara, that Morone 
founded his whole fyflem. He knew the bound- 
lefs ambition of his nature, the great extent of 
his abilities in peace as well as war, and the in- 
trepidity of his mind, capable alike of undertak- 
ing and of executing the moll defperate deiigns. 
The cantonment of the Spanilh troops on the 
frontier of the Milanefe gave occafion to many 
interviews between him and Morone, in which 
the latter took care frequently to turn the con- 
verfation to the tranfactions fubfequent to the 
battle of Pavia, a fubjedt upon which the mar- 
quis always entered willingly and with paffion ; 
and Morone obferving his refentment to be uni- 
formly violent, artfully pointed out and aggra- 
vated every circumltance that could increafe its 
fury. He painted, in the ftrongcft colours, the 
emperor’s want of difcernment, as well as of 
gratitude, in preferring Lannoy to him, and in 
allowing that prefumptuous Fleming to difpofe 
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of the captive king, without confulting the man 
to whofe bravery and wifdom Charles was in- 
debted for the glory of having a formidable rival 
in his power. Having warmed him by fuch dif- 
courfes, he then began to infmuate, that now 
was the time to be avenged for thefe infults, 
and to acquire immortal renown as the deliverer 
of his country from the oppreflion of ftrangers ; 
that the Hates of Italy, weary of the ignomini- 
ous and intolerable dominion of barbarians, were 
at laft ready to combine in order to vindicate 
their own independence; that their eyes were 
fixed on him as the only leader whofe genius 
and good fortune could enfure the happy fuc- 
cefs of that noble enterprife; that the attempt 
was no lefs prafticable than glorious, it being in 
his power fo to difperfe the Spanifh infantry, the 
only body of the emperor’s troops that remained 
in Italy, through the villages of the Milanefe, 
that, in one night, they might be deftroyed by 
the people, who, having fuffered much by their 
exactions and infolence, would gladly undertake 
this fervice ; that he might then, without oppo- 
fition, take poffeffion of the throne of Naples, 
the ftation deftined for him, and a reward not 
unworthy the reftorer of liberty to Italy; that 
the pope, of whom that kingdom held, and 
whofe predeceffors had difpofed of it on many 
former occafions, would willingly grant him the 
right of inveftiture ; that the Venetians, the 
Ilorentines, the duke of Milan, to whom he had 
communicated the fcheme, together with the 
French, would be the guarantees of his right; 
that the Neapolitans would naturally prefer the 
government of one of their countrymen, whom 
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they loved and admired, to that odious dominion 
of Grangers, to which they had been fo long fub- 
jected ; and that the emperor, altoniihed at a 
blow fo unexpedled, would find that he had 
neither troops nor money to refill fiich a power- 
ful confederacy c. 

Pefcara, amazed at the boldnefs and extent of 
the fcheme, liftened attentively to Morone, but 
with the countenance of a man loft in profound 
and anxious thought. On the one hand, the in- 
famy of betraying his fovereign, under whom he 
bore fuch high command, deterred him from the 
attempt; on the other, the profpect of obtaining 
a crown allured him to venture upon it. After 
continuing a ftiort fpace in fufpenfe, the leaft 
commendable motives, as is ufual after fuch de- 
liberations, prevailed, and ambition triumphed 
over honour. In order, however, to throw a co- 
lour of decency on his condudl, he infifted that 
fome learned cafuifts Ihould give their opinion, 
“ Whether it was lawful for a fubjeft to take 
arms againft his immediate fovereign, in obedi- 
ence to the lord paramount of whom the king- 
dom itfelf was held ?” Such a refolution of the 
cafe as he expeftcd was foon obtained from the 
divines and civilians both of Rome and Milan ; 
the negotiation went forward ; and mealures 
feemed to be taking with great fpirit for the 
fpeedy execution of the defign. 

During this interval, Peicara, either fhocked 
at the treachery of the action that he was going 

c Guic, lil>. xvi. 325. Jovii Vita Davali, p. 417. Oeuv. 
de Brantome, iv. 171. Rufcelli Lettrc de Princ. ii. 9J. 
Thuani Hift. lib. i. c. 11. P. Heater. Rer. Aurtr. lib, ix. 
c. 3. p. 207. 
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to commit, or defpairing of its fuccefs, began 
to entertain thoughts of abandoning the engage- 
ments which he had come under. The indifpo- 
fition of Sforza, who happened at that time to 
be taken ill of a diftemper which was thought 
mortal, confirmed his refolution, and determined 
him to make known the whole confpiracy to the 
emperor, deeming it more prudent to expedt 
the dutchy of Milan from him as the reward of 
this difcovery, than to aim at a kingdom to be 
purchafed by a feries of crimes. This refolution, 
however, proved the fource of aftions hardly lefs 
criminal and ignominious. The emperor, who 
had already received full information concerning 
the confpiracy from other hands, feemed to be 
highly pleafed with Pefcara’s fidelity, and com- 
manded him to continue his intrigues for fome 
time with the pope and Sforza, both that he 
might difcover their intentions more fully, and 
that he might be able to convidl them of the 
crime with greater certainty. Pefcara, con- 
fcious of guilt, as well as fenlible how fufpicious 
his long filence mull have appeared at Madrid, 
durll not decline that difliohourable office ; and 
was obliged to adl the meaneft and moll dif- 
graceful of all parts, that of feducing with a 
purpofe to betray. Confidering the abilities of 
the perfons with whom he had to deal, the part 
was fcarcely lefs difficult than bafe ; but he a died 
it with fuch addrefs, as to deceive even the pe- 
netrating eye of Morone, who relying with full 
confidence on his fmcerity, vifited him at Novara, 
in order to put the laft hand to their machina- 
tions. Pefcara received him in an apartment 
where Antonio de Leyva was placed behind the 
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tapellry, that he might overhear and bear wit. 
nefs to their converfation ; as Morone was about 
to take leave, that officer fuddenly appeared, 
and to his aftoniffiment arrelled him prifoner in 
the emperor’s name. He was conduced to the 
caftle of Pavia ; and Pefcara, who had fo lately 
been his accomplice, had now the affuiance to 
interrogate him as his judge. At the fame time, 
the emperor declared Sforza to have forfeited all 
right to the dutchy of Milan, by his engaging 
in a confpiracy againft the fovereign of whom 
he held; Pefcara, by his command, feized on 
every place in the Milanefe, except the callles of 
Cremona and Milan, which the unfortunate duke 
attempting to defend, were clofely blockaded by 
the Imperial troops'*. 

But though this unfuccefsful confpiracy, in- 
Head of Itripping the emperor of what he al- 
ready poffeffed in Italy, contributed to extend 
his dominions in that country, it ffiewed him 
the neceffity of coming to fome agreement with 
the French king, unlefs he chofe to draw on him- 
felf a confederacy of all Europe, which the pro- 
grefsofhis arms and his ambition, now as un- 
difguifed as it was boundlefs, filled writh general 
alarm. He had not hitherto treated Francis 
with the generofity which that monarch expedit- 
ed, and hardly with the decency due to his 
flation. Inftead of difplaying the fentiments be- 
coming a great prince, Charles, by his mode of 
treating Francis, feems to have acted with the 
mercenary art of a corfair, who, by the rigor- 

11 Guic. lib. xvi. 329, Jovii Hilt. 319. Capella, lib. v. 
p. 2CO. 
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mis ufage of his prifoners, endeavours to draw 
from them an higher price for their ranfom. 
The captive king was confined in an old caftle, 
under a keeper whofe formal aullerity of man- 
ners rendered his vigilance flill more difgufting. 
He was allowed no exercife but that of riding 
on a mule, furrounded with armed guards on 
horfeback. Charles, on pretence of its being 
necelfary to attend the Cortes alfembled in To- 
ledo, had gone to refide in that city, and fuf- 
fered feveral weeks to elapfe without viliting 
Francis, though he folicited an interview with 
the moll preifing and fubmiffive importunity. 
So many indignities made a deep impreffion on 
an high-fpirited prince ; he began to lofe all re- 
11 fir for his ufual amufements ; his natural gaiety 
of temper forfook him ; and after languilhing for 
fome time, he was feized with a dangerous fever, 
during the violence of which he complained ccn- 
llantly of the unexpected and unprincely rigour 
with which he had been treated, often exclaim- 
ing, that now the emperor would have the fa- 
tisfaction of his dying a prifoner in his hands, 
without having once deigned to fee his face. 
The phyficians, at laft, defpaired of his life, and 
informed the emperor that they faw no hope of 
his recovery, unlefs he were gatified with regard 
to that point on which he feemed to be fo 
fironglv bent. Charles, folicitous to preferve a 
life with which all his profpefts of farther ad- 
vantage from the victory of Pavia mull have 
terminated, immediately confultcd his minifters 
concerning the courfe to be taken. In vain did 
the chancellor Gattinara, the moll able among 
them, reprefent to him the indecency of his 
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vifiting Francis, if he did not intend to fet him 
at liberty immediately upon equal terms; in vain 
did he point out the infamy to which he would 
be expofed, if avarice or ambition fhould prevail 
on him to give the captive monarch this 
mark of attention and fympathy, for which 
humanity and generofity had pleaded fo long 
without effedt. The emperor, lefs delicate, or 
lefs folicitous about reputation than his minifter, 
fet out for Madrid to vilit his prifoner [Sept. 
28]. The interview was Ihort; Francis being 
too weak to bear a long converfation, Charles 
accofted him in terms full of affeffion and re- 
fpect, and gave him fuch promifes of fpeedy de- 
liverance and princely treatment, as would have 
reflefted the greateft honour upon him if they 
had flowed from another fource. Francis grafped 
at them with the eagernefs natural in his litu- 
ation ; and cheered with this gleam of hope, be- 
gan to revive from that moment, recovering ra- 
pidly his wonted health e. 

He had foon the mortification to find, that 
his confidence in the emperor was not better 
founded than formerly. Charles returned in- 
ftantly to Toledo ; all negotiations were carried 
on by his minilters ; and Francis was kept in as 
flrift cuftody as ever. A new indignity, and 
that very galling, was added to all thofe he had 
already fuffered. Bourbon arriving in Spain about 
this time, Charles, who had fo long refufed to vifit 
the king of France, received his rebellious fubjeft 
with the moft ftudied refpeft [Nov. 15]. He 
met him without the gates of Toledo, embraced 
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him with the greateft affeftion, and placing him 
on his left hand, conduced him to his apartment. 
Thefe marks of honour to him, were fo many 
infults to the unfortunate monarch ; which he 
felt in a very fenfible manne. It afforded him 
fome confolation, however, to obferve, that the 
fentiments of the Spaniards differed widely from 
thofe of their fovereign. That generous people 
detefted Bourbon’s crime. Notwithllanding his 
great talents and important fervices, they fliunned 
all intercourfe with him, to fuch a degree, that 
Charles having defired the marquis de Villena to 
permit Bourbon to refide in his palace while the 
court remained in Toledo, he politely replied, 
“ That he could not refufe gratifying his fove- 
reign in that requellbut added, with a Caf- 
tilian dignity of mind, that the emperor mull 
not be furprifed if, the moment the conftable de- 
parted, he Ihould bum to the ground a houfe 
which, having been polluted by the prefence of a 
traitor, became an unlit habitation for a man of 
honour f. 

Charles himfelf, neverthelefs, feemed to have 
it much at heart to reward Bourbon’s fervices in 
a lignal manner. But as he infilled, in the lirll 
place, on the accomplilhmeiit of the emperor’s 
promife of giving him in marriage his filler 
Eleanora, queen-dowager of Portugal, the honour 
of which alliance had been one of his chief in- 
ducements to rebel againll his lawful fovereign ; 
as Francis, in order to prevent fuch a dangerous 
union, had offered, before he left Italy, to marry 
that princefs ; and as Eleanora herfelt difeovered 
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an inclination rather to match with a powerful 
monarch, than with his exiled fubjedt; all thefe 
interfering circumllances created great embarralf- 
ment to Charles, and left him hardly any hope 
of extricating himfelf with decency. But the 
death of Pefcara, who, at the age of thirty-fix, 
left behind him the reputation of being one of the 
greateft generals and ablefl: politicians of that 
century, happened opportunely at this juncture 
j[DecemberJ for his relief. By that event, the 
command of the army in Italy became vacant, 
and Charles, always fertile in reiources, perfuaded 
Bourbon, who was in no condition to difpute 
his will, to accept the office of general in chief 
there, together with a grant of the dutchy of 
Milan forfeited by Sforza ; and in return for thefe 

all hopes of marrying the queen of 

ob (facie that hood in the way of 
Francis’s liberty was the emperor’s continuing to 
infill fo peremptorily on the rehitution of Bur- 
gundy, as a preliminary to that event. Francis 
often declared, that he would never confent to 
difmember his kingdom ; and that, even if he 
ffiould fo far forget the duties of a monarch, as 
to come to fuch a refolution, the fundamental 
laws of the nation would prevent its taking ef- 
fect. On his part, he was willing to make an 
abfolute ceffion to the emperor of all his pre- 
tenfions in Italy and the Low Countries ; he pro- 
mifed to rehore to Bourbon all his lands which 
had been confifcated ; he renewed his propofal of 
marrying the emperor’s filter, the queen-dowager 

£ Sandov. Hill. i. 676. Oeuv. de Brant, iv. 249. 
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of Portugal ; and engaged to pay a great fum by 
way of ranfom for his own perfon. But all mu- 
tual efteem and confidence between the two mo- 
narchs were now entirely loft ; there appeared, 
on the one hand, a rapacious ambition, labouring 
to avail itfelf of every favourable circumftance ; 
on the other, fufpicion and refentment, Handing 
perpetually on their guard ; fo that the profpect 
of bringing their negotiations to an ifiue feemed 
to be far diftant. The duchefs of Alengon, the 
French king’s fifter, whom Charles permitted to 
vifit her brother in his confinement, employed all 
her addrefs, in order to procure his liberty on 
more reafonable terms. Henry of England inter- 
pofed his good offices to the fame purpofe ; but 
both with fo little fuecefs, that Francis in defpair 
took fuddenly the refolution of refigning his 
crown, with all its rights and prerogatives, to his 
fon the dauphin, determined rather to end his 
days in prifon, than to purchafe his freedom by 
conceffions unworthy of a king. The deed for 
this purpofe he figned with legal formality in 
Madrid, empowering his fifter to carry it into 
France, that it might be regiftered in all the par- 
liaments of the kingdom ; and at the fame time 
intimating his intention to the emperor, he de- 
filed him to name the place of his confinement,' 
and to affign him a proper number of attendants 
during the remainder of his days h. 

This refolution of the French king had great 
effeft; Charles began to be fenfible, that by 
pufhing rigour to excefs he might defeat his own 

h This paper is publifhed in Memoires Hiftoriques, &c. 
par M. 1’Abbe Rayaal, tom. ii. p. 151, 
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meafures ; and inftead of the vaft advantages 
which he hoped to draw from ranfoming a power- 
ful monarch, he might at laft find in his hands a 
prince without dominions or revenues. About 
the fame time, one of the king of Navarre’s do 
medics happened, by an extraordinary exertion 
of fidelity, courage, and addrefs, to procure his 
mailer an opportunity of efcaping from the pri- 
fon in which he had been confined ever fince the 
battle of Pavia. This convinced the emperor, 
that the mod vigilant attention of his officers 
might be eluded by the ingenuity or boldnefs of 
Francis or his attendants, and one unlucky hour 
might deprive him of all the advantages which 
he had been fo folicitous to obtain. By thefe 
confiderations, he was induced to abate fome- 
what of his former demands. On the other 
hand, Francis’s impatience under confinement 
daily increafed ; and having received certain in- 
telligence of a powerful league forming againil 
his rival in Italy, he grew more compliant with 
regard to conceffions, trading that, if he could 
once obtain his liberty, he would foon be in a 
condition to refume whatever he had yielded. 

1526.J Such being the views and fentiments 
of the t wo monarchs, the treaty which procured 
Francis his liberty was figned at Madrid, on the 
fourteenth of January one thoufand five hundred 
and twenty-fix. The article with regard to Bur- 
gundy, which had hitherto created the greated 
difficulty, was compromifed, Francis engaging to 
redore that dutchy with all its dependencies in 
full fovereignty to the emperor ; and Charles 
c'onfenting, that this reditution ffiould not be 
made until the king was fet at liberty : in order 
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to fecure the performance of this, as well as the 
'other conditions in the treaty, Francis agreed 
that at the fame inftant when he himfelf fhould 
be releafed, he would deliver as hoilages to the 
emperor, his eldeft fon the dauphin, his fecond 
fon the duke of Orleans, or in lieu of the latter, 
twelve of his principal nobility, to be named by 
Charles. The other articles fwelled to a great 
number, and, though not of fuch importance, 
were extremely rigorous. Among thefe the moil 
remarkable were, that Francis ihould renounce 
all his pretenlions in Italy ; that he ihould dif- 
claim any title which he had to the fovereignty of 
Flanders and Artois ; that, within fix weeks after 
his releafe, he ihould reilore to Bourbon, and his 
adherents, all their goods, moveable and immove- 
able, and make them full reparation for the da- 
mages which they had fuitained by the Confifca- 
tion of them ; that he ihould ufe his intereft with 
Henry d’Albret to relinquiih his pretenfions to 
the crown of Navarre, and ihould not for the fu- 
ture affiit him in any attempt to recover it; 
that there fhould be eilablifhed between the em- 
peror and Francis a league of perpetual friend- 
ihip and confederacy, with a promife of mutual 
aihilance in every cafe of neceflity ; that, in cor- 
roboration of this union, Francis ihould marry 
the emperor’s iiiter, the queen-dowager of Por- 
tugal ; that Francis ihould caufe all the articles 
of this treaty to be ratified by the ilates, and 
regiltered in the parliaments of his kingdom ; 
that, upon the emperor’s receiving this ratifica- 
tion, the hoilages Ihould be fet at liberty ; but 
in their place, the duke of Angouleme, the 
king’s third fon, ihould be delivered to Charles, 
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that, in order to manifeft, as well as to ftrength- 
en the amity between the two monarchs, he 
might be educated at the Imperial court; and 
that if Francis did not, within the time limited, 
fulfil the ftipulations in the treaty, he Ihould 
promife, upon his honour and oath, to return 
into Spain, and to furrender himfelf again a 
prifoner to the emperor *. 

By this treaty, Charles flattered himfelf that 
he had not only effedtually humbled his rival, 
but that he had taken fuch precautions as would 
for ever prevent his re-attaining any formidable 
degree of power. The opinion, which the wifefl: 
politicians formed concerning it, was very differ- 
ent ; they could not perfuade themfelves that 
Francis, after obtaining his liberty, would exe- 
cute articles againft which he had ftruggled fo 
long, and to which, notwithftanding all that he 
felt during a long and rigorous confinement, he 
had confented with the utmoft reludfance. Am- 
bition and refentment, they knew, would con- 
fpire in prompting him to violate the hard con- 
ditions to which he had been conftrained to fubmit; 
nor would arguments and cafuifiry be wanting to 
reprefent that which was fo manifeflly advanta- 
geous, to be neceflary and juft. If one part of 
Francis’s conduct had been known at that time, 
this opinion might have been founded, not in 
conjecture, but in certainty. A few hours before 
he figned the treaty, he aflembled fuch of his 
counfellors as were then at Madrid, and having 
exaCted from them a folemn oath of fecrecy, he 

i Recueil des Trait, tom. ii. 112. UUoa Vita del Car- 
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made a long enumeration in their prefence of the 
dilhonourable arts, as well as unprincely rigour, 
which the emperor had employed in order to en- 
fnare or intimidate him. For that reafon, he 
took a formal proteft in the hands of notaries, 
that his confent to the treaty fhould be confidered 
as an involuntary deed, and be deemed null and 
void k. By this difingenuous artifice, for which 
even the treatment that he had met with was no 
apology, Francis endeavoured to fatisfy his ho- 
nour and confcience in figning the treaty, and 
to provide at the fame time a pretext on which 
to break it. 

Great, meanwhile, were the outward demon- 
ftrations of love and confidence between the two 
monarchs ; they appeared often together in pub- 
lic ; they frequently had long conferences in pri- 
vate ; they travelled in the fame litter, and joined 
in the fame amufements. But, amidft thefe figns 
of peace and friendfhip, the emperor ftill har- 
boured fufpicion in his mind. Though the cere- 
monies of the marriage between Francis and the 
queen of Portugal were performed foon after the 
conclufion of the treaty, Charles would not per- 
mit him to confummate it until the return of the 
ratification from France. Even then Francis was 
not allowed to be at full liberty ; his guards were 
ftill continued ; though careffed as a brother-in- 
law, he was ftill watched like a prifoner; and it 
was obvious to attentive obfervers, that an union, 
in the very beginning of which there might be 
difeerned fuch fymptoms of jealoufy and dif- 
truft, could not be cordial, or of long continu- 
ance h 

k Resueil Jes Trait, tom. ii. p. 107. 1 Guic, 1. xvi. 353. 
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About a month after the figning of the treaty, 
the regent’s ratification of it was brought from 
France; and that wife princefs, preferring, on 
this occafion, the public good to domeftic affec- 
tion, informed her fon, that, inllead of the 
twelve noblemen named in the treaty, fhe had 
lent the duke of Orleans along with his brother 
the dauphin to the frontier, as the kingdom 
could fuffer nothing by the abfencfc of a child, 
but muft be left almoft incapable of defence, if 
deprived of its ableft ftatefmen and moll expe- 
rienced generals, whom Charles had artfully in- 
cluded in his nomination. At lafl Francis took 
leave of the emperor, whofe fufpicion of the 
king’s fmcerity increafing, as the time of putting 
it to the proof approached, he endeavoured to 
bind him Hill falter by exadting new promifes, 
which, after thofe he had already made, the 
French monarch was not flow to grant. Fie fet 
out from Madrid, a place which the remembrance 
of many afflicting circumftances rendered peculi- 
arly odious to him, with the joy natural on fuch 
an occafion, and began the long-wifhed-for 
journey towards his own dominions. He was 
efcorted by a body of horfe under the command 
of Alarcon, who, as the king drew near the fron- 
tiers of France, guarded him with more fcrupu- 
lous exadtnefs than ever. When he arrived at the 
river Andaye, which feparatesthe two kingdoms, 
Lautrec appeared on the oppofite bank with a 
guard of horfe equal in number to Alarcon’s. 
An empty bark was moored in the middle of the 
ftream ; the attendants drew up in order on the 
oppofite banks; at the fame inilant, Lannoy 
with eight gentlemen put off from the Spaniffl, 
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and Lautrec with the fame number from the 
French fide of the river ; the former had the king 
in his boat; the latter, the dauphin and duke of 
Orleans ; they met in the empty veffel; the ex- 
change was made in a moment: Francis, after 
a (hort embrace of his children, leaped into Lau- 
trec’s boat, and reached the French ihore. He 
mounted at that inflant a Turkifh horfe, waived 
his hand over his head, and with a joyful voice 
crying aloud feveral times, “ I am yet a king,” 
galloped full fpeed to St. John de Luz, and 
from thence to Bayonne. This event, no lefs 
impatiently defined by the French nation than 
by their monarch, happened on the eighteenth of 
March, a year and twenty-two days after the fatal 
battle of Pavia m. 

Soon after the emperor had taken leave of 
Francis, and permitted him to begin his journey 
towards his own dominions, he fet out for Seville, 
in order to folemnize his marriage with Ifabella, 
the daughter of Emanuel, the late king of Por- 
tugal, and the filler of John III. who had fuc- 
ceeded him in the throne of that kingdom. Ifa- 
bella was a princefs of uncommon beauty and 
accomplilhments; and as the Cortes, both in 
Caftile and Aragon, had warmly folicited their 
fovereign to marry, the choice of a wife, fo nearly 
allied to the royal blood of both kingdoms, was 
extremely acceptable to his fubjefts. The Por- 
tuguefe, fond of this new connexion with the 
firll monarch in Chriftendom, granted him an 
extraordinary dowry with Ifabella, amounting to 
nine hundred thoufand crowns, a fum which, 

Sandov. Hift. i. 735. Cuic. 1. xvi. 355. 
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from the fituation of his affairs at this jundfure, 
was of no fmall confequence to the emperor. 
The marriage was celebrated [March 12] with 
that fplendour and gaiety which became a great 
and youthful prince. Charles lived with Ifabella 
in perfedf harmony, and treated her on all oc- 
caiions with much dillindtion and regard n. 

During thefe tranfaftions, Charles could hardly 
give any attention to the affairs of Germany, 
though it was torn in pieces by commotions, 
which threatened the molt dangerous confe- 
quences. By the feudal inftitutions, which ftill 
fubfifted almofl: unimpaired in the empire, the 
property of lands was veiled in the princes 
and free barons. Their valfals held of them by 
the ftriclell and moll limited tenures ; while the 
great body of the people was kept in a Hate 
but little removed from abfolute fervitude. In 
fome places of Germany, people of the lowell 
clafs* were fo entirely in the power of their maf- 
tcrs, as to be fubjeft to perfonal and domellic 
flavery, the mofl rigorous form of that wretched 
Hate. In other provinces, particularly in Bohe- 
mia and Lufatia, the peafants were bound to 
remain on the lands to which they belonged, and 
making part of the eilate, were transferred like 
any other property from one hand to another. 
Even in Suabia, and the countries on the banks 
of the Rhine, where their condition was molt 
tolerable, the peafants not only paid the full 
rent of their farnis to the landlord, but if they 
chofe either to change the place of their abode, of 

n Ulloa Vita <ti Carlo V. p. 106. Belcarius Com. Rer. 
Gallic, p. 565. Spalatinus ap, Struv. Ccrp. Hilt, Germ, 
ii. icSi. 
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to follow a new profeffion, before they could ac- 
complilli what they defired, they were obliged to 
purchafe this privilege at a certain price. Be- 
lides this, all grants of lands to peafants expired 
at their death, without delcending to their pof- 
terity. Upon that event, the landlord had a 
right to the bed of their cattle, as well as of their 
furniture ; and their heirs, in order to obtain a 
renewal of the grant, were obliged to pay large 
fums by way of fine. Thefe exactions, thoug i 
grievous, were born with patience, becaufe they 
were cuftomary and ancient : but when the 
progrefs of elegance and luxury, as well as the 
changes introduced into the art of war, came to 
increafe the expence of government, and made it 
neceffary for princes to levy occafional or dated 
taxes on their fubje&s, fuch impofitions being 
new, appeared intolerable; and in Germany, thefe 
duties being laid chiedy upon beer, wine, and 
other neceffaries of life, affefted the common 
people in the mod fenfible manner. The addi- 
tion of fuch a load to their former burdens, 
drove them to defpair. It was to the valour' 
infpired by refentment againd impofitions of 
this kind that the Swifs owed the acquifition 
of their liberty in the fourteenth century. The 
fame caufe had excited the peafants in feveral 
other provinces of Germany to rebel againd their 
fuperiors towards the end of the fifteenth and 
beginning of the fixteenth centuries ; and though 
thefe infurrections were not attended with like 
fuccefs, they could not, however, be quelled 
without much difficulty and blooddied °. 

0 Seckend. lib. ii. p. 2. 6. 
By 
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By thefe checks, the fpirit of the peafants was 

overawed rather than fubdued j and their griev- 
ances multiplying continually, they ran to arms, 
in the year one thoufand five hundred and twenty- 
fix, with the moft frantic rage. Their firft ap- 
pearance was near Ulm in Suabia. The peafants 
in the adjacent country flocked to their Itandard 
with the ardour and impatience natural to men, 
who having groaned long under oppreflion, be- 
held at lafl: fome profpeft of deliverance ; and the 
contagion fpreading from province to province, 
reached almoft every part of Germany. Where- 
ever they came, they plundered the monafteries, 
wafted the lands of their fuperiors, rafed their 
Caftles, and maflacred without mercy all perfons 
of noble birth, who were fo unhappy as to fall 
into their hands P. Having intimidated their 
oppreflbrs, as they imagined, by the violence of 
thefe proceedings, they began to confider what 
would be the moft proper and effe&ual method 
of fecuring themfelves for the future from their 
tyrannical exactions. With this view, they drew 
up and publiftied a memorial, containing all their 
demands, and declared, that while arms were in 
their hands, they would either perfuade or oblige 
the nobles to give them full fatisfaftion with re- 
gard to thefe. The chief articles were, that 
they might have liberty to choofe their own paf- 
tors ; that they might be freed from the payment 
of all tithes except thofe of corn ; that they 
might no longer be confidered as the flaves or 
bondmen of their fuperiors ; that the liberty of 

P Petr. Crinitus de Bello Rufticano, ap. Freher Script. 
Rer. Germ. Argent. 1717, vol. in. p. 243* 
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bunting and {idling might be common ; that the 
great forefls might not be regarded as private 
property, but be open for the ufe of all ; that 
they might be delivered from the unufual burden 
of taxes under which they laboured; that the 
adminillration of juitice might be rendered lefs 
rigorous and more impartial; that the encroach- 
ments of the nobles upon meadows and commons 
might be reftrained ‘5. 

Many of thefe demands were extremely rea- 
fonable; and being urged by fuch formidable 
numbers, fliould have met with fome redrefs. 
But thofe unwieldy bodies, affemblcd in different 
places, had neither union, nor condudt, nor vi- 
gour. Being led by perfons of the lowed: rank, 
without fkill in war, or knowledge of what 
was neceffary for accomplifhing their defigns ; 
all their exploits were diftinguifhed only by a 
brutal and unmeaning fury. To oppofe this, 
the princes and nobles of Suabia and the Lower 
Rhine raifed fuch of their vaffals as ilill continued 
faithful, and attacking fome of the mutineers with 
open force, and others by furprife, cut to pieces 
or difperfed all who infefted thofe provinces ; fo 
that the peafants, after ruining the open coun- 
try, and lofing upwards of twenty thoufand of 
their affociates in the field, were obliged to 
return to their habitations with lefs hope than 
ever of relief from their grievancesr. 

Thefe commotions happened at fird; in provin- 
ces of Germany where Luther’s opinions had 

S Sleid. HHt. p. 90. 
r ‘-“ckenii. lib. it p. 10. Petr. Onodalius de Rufticano- 
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made little progrefs ; and being excited wholly 
by political caufes, had no connedtion with the 
difputed points in religion. But the frenzy 
reaching at laft thofe countries in which the re- 
formation was eftablifhed, derived new ftrength 
from circumftances peculiar to them, and rofe 
to a ftill greater pitch of extravagance. The 
reformation, wherever it was received, increafed 
that bold and innovating fpirit to which it owed 
its birth. Men who had the courage to over- 
turn a fyftem fupported by every thing which can 
command refpedt or reverence, were not to be 
overawed by any authority, how great or vener- 
able foever. After having been accuftomed to 
confider themfelves as judges of the moft im- 
portant dodtrines in religion, to examine thefe 
freely, and to rejedt, without fcruple, what ap- 
peared to them erroneous, it was natural for 
them to turn the fame daring and inquifitive eye 
towards government, and to think of redtifying 
whatever diforders or imperfedtions were difco- 
vered there. As religious abufes had been re- 
formed in feveral places without the permiffion 
of the magiftrate, it was an eafy ,tranfition to 
attempt the redrefs of political grievances in the 
fame manner. 

No fooncr, then, did the fpirit of revolt break 
out in Thuringia, a province fubjedt to the elec- 
tor of Saxony, the inhabitants of which were 
moftly converts to Lutheranifm, than it affumed 
a new and more dangerous form. Thomas Mun- 
cer, one of Luther’s difciples, having eftablilhed 
himfelf in that country, had acquired a wonder- 
ful afeendant over the minds of the people. He 
propagated among them the wildeft and moft en- 

thufiaftic 
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thufiaftic notions, but fuch as tended manifeftly 
to infpire them with boldnefs, and lead them to 
fedition. “ Luther, he told them, had done 
more hurt than fervice to religion. He had, in- 
deed, refcued the church from the yoke of po- 
pery, but his doftrines encouraged, and his life 
fet an example of, the utmoft licentioufnefs of 
manners. In order to avoid vice, (fays he,) men 
muft praftife perpetual mortification. They 
muft put on a grave countenance, fpeak little, 
wear a plain garb, and be ferious in their whole 
deportment. Such as prepare their hearts in 
this manner, may expedt that the Supreme Being 
will direct all their fteps, and by fome vifible 
fign difcover his will to them; if that illumin- 
ation be at any time withheld, we may expoflu- 
late with the Almighty, who deals with us fo 
harfhly, and remind him of his promifes. This 
expoftulation and anger will be highly acceptable 
to God, and will at Taft prevail on him to guide 
us with the fame unerring hand which conducted 
the patriarchs of old. Let us beware, however, 
of offending him by our arrogance ; but as all 
men are equal in his eye, let them return to that 
condition of equality in which he formed them, 
and having all things in common, let them live 
together like brethren, without any marks of 
fubordination or pre-eminence s.,, 

Extravagant as thefe tenets were, they flat- 
tered fo many paflions in the human heart, as to 
make a deep imprefllon. To aim at nothing 
more than abridging the power of the nobility 
was now confidercd as a trifling and partial re- 

s Seckend. lib. ii. p. 13. Sleid, Hilt. p. 83. 
formation. 
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formation, not worth the contending for ; it was 
propofed to level every diitinftion among man- 
kind, and by abolilhing property, to reduce them 
tcT their natural ftate of equality, in which all 
Ihould receive their fubfiftence from one common 
ftock. Muncer affured them, that the defign 
was approved of by Heaven, and that the Al- 
mighty had in a dream afcertained him of its 
fuccefs. The peafants fet about the execution of 
it, not only with the rage which animated thofe 
of their order in other parts of Germany, but 
with the ardour which enthufiafm infpires. 
They depofed the magillrates in all the cities 
of which they were mailers, hi zed the lands of 
the nobles, and obliged fuch of them as they got 
into their hands to put on the drefs commonly 
worn by peafants, and inftead of their former 
titles, to be fat is tied with the appellation given 
to people in the lowefl clafs of life. Great num- 
bers engaged in this wild undertaking ; but Mun- 
cer, their leader and their prophet, was deftitute 
of the abilities necelfary for conducing it. He 
had all the extravagance, but not the courage, 
which enfhufiafts ufually poffefs. It was with 
difficulty he could be perfuaded to take the field ; 
and though he foon drew together eight thou- 
fand men, he fuffered himfelf to be furrounded 
by a body of cavalry, under the command of the 
eleftor of Saxony, the landgrave of Heffe, and 
duke of Bmnfwick. Thefe princes, unwilling 
to Hied the blood of their deluded fubjects, fent 
a young nobleman to their camp, with the offer 
of a general pardon, if they would immediately 
lay down their arms, and deliver up the authors 
of the fedition. Muncer, alarmed at this, began 

I to 
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to harangue his followers with his ufual vehe- 
mence, exhorting them not to truft thefe de- 
ceitful promifes of their oppreffors, nor to defert 
the caufe of God, and of Chriftian liberty. 

But the fenfe of prefent danger making a 
deeper impreflion on the peafants than his elo- 
quence, confufion and terror were vifible in every 
face, when a rainbow, which was the emblem 
that the mutineers had painted on their colours, 
happening to appear in the clouds, Muncer, with 
admirable prefence of mind, laid hold of that in- 
cident, and fuddenly raifmg his eyes and hands 
towards Heaven, “ Behold,” cries he, with an 
elevated voice, “ the fign which God has given. 
There is the pledge of your fafety, and a token 
that the wicked (hall be deftroyed.” The fana- 
tical multitude fet up inftantly a great (hout, as 
if viftory had been certain ; and palling in a 
moment from one extreme to another, malfa- 
cred the unfortunate nobleman who had come 
with the offer of pardon, and demanded to be 
led towards the enemy. The princes, enraged 
at this fhocking violation of the laws of war, ad- 
vanced with no lefs impetuofity, and began the 
attack [May 15] ; but the behaviour of the pea- 
fants in the combat was not fuch as might have 
been expedited either from their ferocity or con- 
fidence of fuccefs ; an undifciplined rabble was no 
equal match for well-trained troops; above five 
thoufand were llain in the field, almoft without 
making refiftance ; the reft fled, and among the 
foremoft Muncer their general. He was taken 
next day, and being condemned to fuch puniih- 
ments as his crimes had deferved, he fuffered them 
with a poor and daftardly fpirit. His death put 
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an end to the infurre£tions of the peafants, which 
had filled Germany with fuch terrort; but the 
enthufiaftic notions which he had fcattered were 
not extirpated, and produced, not long after, 
effedts more memorable, as well as more extra- 
vagant. 

During thefe commotions, Luther afted with 
exemplary prudence and moderation ; like a com- 
mon parent, felicitous about the welfare of both 
parties, without fparing the faults or errors of 
either. On the one hand, he addreffed a moni- 
tory difeourfe to the nobles, exhorting them to 
treat their dependents with greater humanity' and 
indulgence. On the other, he feverely cenfured 
the feditious fpirit of the peafants, advifing them 
not to murmur at hardlhips infeparable from their 
condition, nor to feck for redrefs by any but legal 
means 

Luther’s famous marriage with Catharine a 
Boria, a nun of a noble family, who, having 
thrown off the veil, had fled from the cloifter, 
happened this year, and was far from meeting 
with the fame approbation. Even his molt de- 
voted followers thought this Hep indecent, at a 
time when his country’- was involved in fo many 
calamities; while his enemies never mentioned it 
with any fofter appellation than that of incelluous 
or profane. Luther himfelf was feniible of the 
imprefiion which it had made to his difadvantage; 
but being fatisfied with his own conduct, he bore 
the cenfure of his friends, and the reproaches of 
his adverfaries, with his ufual fortitude x. 

* Sleid. Hilt p. 84. Seckend. lib. ii. p. 12. Gnodalius 
Tumult. Ruftican. 155. 
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This year the reformation loft its firft protect- 
or, Frederic, eleftor ol Saxony ; but the blow 
was the lefs fenfibly felt, as he was fucceeded 
by his brother John [May 5], a more avowed 
and zealous, though lefs able patron of Luther 
and his doctrines. 

Another event happened about the fame time, 
which, as it occafioned a conliderable change in 
the ftate of Germany, muft be traced back to 
its fource. While the frenzy of the Crufades 
poffeffed all Europe during the twelfth and thir- 
teenth centuries, feveral orders of religious 
knighthood were founded in defence of the 
Chriftian faith againft heathens and infidels. 
Among thefe, the Teutonic order in Germany 
was one of the moft illuftrious, the knights of 
which diftinguifhed themfelves greatly in all the 
enterprifes carried on in the Holy Land. .Being 
driven at laft from their feitlements in the eaft, 
they were obliged to return to their native 
country. Their zeal and valour were too im- 
petuous to remain long inadive. They invaded, 
on very flight pretences, the province of Pruflia, 
the inhabitants of which were ftill idolaters ; and 
having completed the couqueft of it about the 
middle of the thirteeenth century, held it many 
years as a fief depending on the crown of Po- 
land. Fierce contefts arofe during this period, 
between the grand mafters of the order and the 
kings of Poland ; the former ftruggling for in- 
dependence, while the latter afferted their right of 
fovereignty with great firmnefs. Albert, a 
prince of the houfe of Brandenburgh, who was 
cleCted grand mailer in the year one thoufand 
five hundred and eleven, engaging keenly in this 

D u 2 quarrel, 
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quarrel, maintained a long war with Sigifmund 
king of Poland; but having become an early 
convert to Luther’s doctrines, this gradually 
ieflened his zeal for the interefts of his fraternity, 
fo that he took the opportunity of the confufions 
in the empire, and the abfence of the emperor, 
to conclude a treaty with Sigifmund, greatly to 
his own private emolument. By it, that part of 
Pruflia which belonged to the Teutonic order, 
was erected into a fecular and hereditary dutchy, 
and the inveftiture of it granted to Albert, who, 
in return, bound himfelf to do homage for it to 
the kings of Poland as their vaffal. Immediately 
after this he made public profeflion of the re- 
formed religion, and married a princels of Den- 
mark. The Teutonic knights exclaimed fo 
loudly againft the treachery of their grand mailer, 
that he was put under the ban of the empire ; 
hut he ftill kept pofTeffion of the province which 
he had ufurped, and tranfmitted it to his pofte- 
rity. In procefs of time, this rich inheritance 
fell to the eleftoral branch of the family, all de- 
pendence on the crown of Poland was lhaken 
off, and the margraves of Brandenburgh, having 
affumed the title of kings of Pruffia, have not 
only rifen to an equality with the firft princes in 
Germany, but take their rank among the great 
monarchs of Europe v. 

Upon the return of the French king to his 
dominions, the eyes of all the< powers in Europe 
were fixed upon him, that, by obferving his firft 
motions, they might form a judgment concern- 
ing his fubfequent conduit. They were not 

v Skid. Hi ft. p. 98. 
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held long in fufpence. Francis, as foon as he 
arrived at Bayonne, wrote to the king of Eng* 
land, thanking him for the zeal and affedtion 
wherewith he had interpofed in his favour, to 
which he acknowledged that he owed the re- 
covery of his liberty. Next day the emperor’s 
ambafladors demanded audience, and, in their 
mailer’s name, required him to iffue fuch orders 
as were neceffary for carrying the treaty of Ma- 
drid into immediate and full execution; he coldly 
anfwcred, that though, for his own part, he de- 
termined religioully to perform all that he had 
promifed, the treaty contained fo many articles 
relative not to himfelf alone, but affedling the in- 
ter ells of the French monarchy, that he could not 
take any farther Hep without confulting the 
Hates of his kingdom, and that fome time would 
be necelfary, in order to reconcile their minds 
to the hard conditions which he had confented 
to ratifyz. This reply was confidered as no 
obfcure difcovery of his being refolved to elude 
the treaty ; and the compliment paid to Henry 
appeared a very proper Hep towards fecuring the 
affillance of that monarch in the war with the 
emperor, to which fuch a refolution would cer- 
tainly give rife. Thefe circumllances, added to 
the explicit declarations which Francis made in 
fecret to the ambalfadors from feveral of the Ita- 
lian powers, fully fatislied them that their conjec- 
tures with regard to his conduft had been juft, 
and that, inftead of intending to execute an un- 
reafonable treaty, he was eager to feize the lirft 
opportunity of revenging thole injuries which had 

* Mem. de Bellay, p. 57,- 
d d 3 compelled 
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compelled him to feign an approbation of its 
Even the doubts, and fears, and fcruples, which 
ufed, on other occalions, to hold Clement in a 
ftate of uncertainty, were diffipated by Francis’s 
feeming impatience to break through all his en- 
gagements with the emperor. The fituation, in- 
deed, of affairs in Italy at that time, did not 
allow the pope to hefitate long. Sforza was ftill 
beiieged by the Imperialills in the caftle of 
Milan. That feeble prince, deprived now of 
Morone’s advice, and unprovided with every 
thing neceffary for defence, found means to in- 
form Clement and the Venetians, that he muft 
foon furrender if they did not come to his re- 
lief. The Imperial troops, as they had received 
no pay fince the battle of Pavia, lived at difcre- 
tion in the Milanefe, levying fuch exorbitant 
contributions in that dutchy, as amounted, if 
we may rely on Guicciardini’s calculation, to no 
lefs a fum than five thoufand ducats a day a; 
nor was it to be doubted but that the foldiers, 
as foon as the caftle fhould fubmit, would 
choofe to leave a ruined country which hardly 
afforded them fubfiftence, that they might take 
pofl’eflion of more comfortable quarters in the 
fertile and untouched territories of the pope and 
Venetians. The affiftance of the French king 
was the only thing which could either fave 
Sforza, or enable them to protect their own do- 
minions from the infults of the Imperial troops. 

For thefe reafons, the pope, the Venetians, 
and duke of Milan, were equally impatient to 
come to an agreement with Francis, who, on his 

Guic. 1. xvii. 360. 
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part, was no lefs defirous of acquiring fuch a 
confiderable acceffion both of ftrength and repu- 
tation as fuch a confederacy would bring along 
with it. The chief objects of this alliance, 
which was concluded at Cognac on the twenty- 
fecond of May, though kept fecret for fome 
time, were to oblige the emperor to fet at liberty 
the French king’s ions, upon payment of a reafon- 
able ranfom ; and to re-eftablilh Sforza in the 
quiet poffefiion of the Milanefe. If Charles 
fhould refufe either of thefe, the contracting 
parties bound themfelves to bring into the held 
an army of thirty-hve thoufand men, with which, 
after driving the Spaniards out of the Milanefe, 
they would attack the kingdom of Naples. 
1 he king of England was dedared protector of 
this league, which they dignihed with the name 
of Holy, becaufe the pope was at the head of it; 
and in order to allure Henry more effectually, a 
principality in the kingdom of Naples, of thirty 
thoufand ducats yearly revenue, was to be fettled 
on him; and lands to the value of ten thoufand 
ducats on Wolfey his favourite b. 

No fooner was this league concluded, than 
Clement, by the plenitude of his papal power, 
abfolved Francis from the oath which he had 
taken to obferve the treaty of Madrid c. This 
right, how pernicious foever in its effefts, and 
deftruftive of that integrity which is the bafis of 
all tran fa Clio ns among men, was the natural con- 
fequence of the powers which the popes arro- 
gated as the infallible vicegerents of Chrilt upon 

'> P. Keuter. Rer. Auftr. iib. ix. c. 3. p. 217. Recueil 
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earth. But as, in virtue of this pretended pre- 
rogative, they had often difpenfed with obliga- 
tions which were held facred, the intereft of fome 
men, and the credulity of others, led them to 
imagine, that the decilions of a fovereign pontiff 
authorifed or juftified adfo’ons which would, other- 
wife, have been criminal and impious. 

The difcovery of Francis’s intention to elude 
the treaty of Madrid, filled the emperor with a 
variety of difquieting thoughts. He had treated 
an unfortunate prince in the mofl ungenerous 
manner; he had difplayed an infatiable ambition 
in all his negotiations with his prifoner; he 
knew what cenfures the former had drawn upon 
him, and what apprehenfions the latter had ex- 
cited in every court of Europe; nor had he 
reaped from the meafures which he purfued, 
any of thofe advantages which politicians are 
apt to confider as an excufe for the moll crimi- 
nal condudl, and a compenfation for the fevereil 
reproaches. Francis was now out of his hands, 
and not one of all the mighty confequences, 
which he had expected from the treaty that fet 
him at liberty, was likely to take place. His 
ralhnefs in relying fo far on his own judgment 
as to trufl to the fincerity of the French king, 
in oppofition to the fentiments of his wifeft mi- 
nillers, was now apparent: and he eafily con- 
jedtured, that the fame confederacy, the dread 
of which had induced him to fet Francis at 
liberty, would now be formed againft him with 
that gallant and incenfed monarch at its head. 
Self-condemnation and lhame on account of what 
\vas pall, with anxious, apprehenfions concerning 
what might happen, were the neceffary refult of 

. thefe 
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thefe reflections on his own conduct and fitu- 
ation. Charles, however, was naturally firm 
and inflexible in all his meafures. To have re- 
ceded fuddenly from any article in the treaty of 
Madrid, would have been a plain confefiion of 
imprudence, and a palpable fymptom of fear; 
he determined, therefore, that it was mofl: fuit- 
able to his dignity, to infill:, whatever might be 
the confequences, on the llrift execution of the 
treaty, and particularly not to accept of any 
thing which might be offered as an equivalent 
for the reftitution of Burgundy d. 

In confequence of this refolution, he appoint- 
ed Lannoy and Alarcon to repair, as his ambaf- 
fadors, to the court of France, and formally to 
fummon the king, either to execute the treaty 
with the fincerity that became him, or to return, 
according to his oath, a prifoner to Madrid. 
Inftead of giving them an immediate anfwer, 
Francis admitted the deputies of the Hates of 
Burgundy to an audience in their prefence. 
They humbly reprefented to him, that he had 
exceeded the powers veiled in a king of France, 
when he confented to alienate their country 
from the crown, the domains of which he was 
bound by his coronation oath to preferve entire 
and unimpaired. Francis, in return, thanked 
them for their attachment to his crown, and in- 
treated them, though very faintly, to remem- 
ber the obligations which he lay under to fulfil 
his engagements with the emperor. The depu- 
ties, affuming an higher tone, declared, that 
they would not obey commands which they con- 

d Guic, 1. xvii. 366, 
fidered 
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fidered as illegal; and, if he fhould abandon 
them to the enemies of France, they had re- 
folved to defend themfelves to the bell of their 
power, with a firm purpofe rather to perilh than 
fubmit to a foreign dominion. Upon which 
Francis, turning towards the Imperial ambaffa- 
dors, reprefented to them the impoffibility of 
performing what he had undertaken, and offered, 
in lieu of Burgundy, to pay the emperor two 
millions of crowns. The viceroy and Alarcon, 
who eaiily perceived, that the fcene to which 
they had been witnelfes, was concerted between 
the king and his fubjedls in order to impofe upon 
them, fignified to him their mailer’s fixed refo- 
lution not to depart in the fmallell point from 
the terms of the treaty, and withdrew c. Before 
they left the kingdom, they had the mortifica- 
tion to hear the holy league againft the emperor 
publilhed with great folemnity [June uj. 

Charles no fooner received an account of this 
confederacy than he exclaimed, in the moll pub- 
lic manner, -and in the harlheft terms, againll 
Francis, as a prince void of faith and of honour. 
He complained no lefs of Clement, whom he 
iolicited in vain to abandon his new allies ; he ac- 
culed him of ingratitude; he taxed him with an 
ambition unbecoming his character; he threatened 
him not only with all the vengeance which the pow- 
er of an emperor can infii£lvbut, by appealing to a 
general council, called up before his eyes all the 
terrors arifing from the authority of thofe alfem- 
blies fo formidable to the papal fee. It was ne- 
ceflary, however, to oppoie fomething elfe than 

* Belcar. Comment, de Rcb. Gal. 573. Mem. de BelUy, 97- 
reproaches 
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■ reproaches and threats to the powerful combi- 
(nation formed againft him ; and the emperor, 
: prompted by fo many paffions, did not fail to 
:exert him felf with unufual vigour, in order to 
fend fupplies, not only of men, but of money, 

(which was Hill more needed, into Italy. 
On the other hand, the efforts of the confede- 

• rates bore no proportion to that animofity againft 
5 the emperor, with which they feemed to enter 
1'into the holy leage. Francis, it was thought, 
1 would have infufed fpirit and vigour into the 
} whole body. He had his loft honour to repair, 
r many injuries to revenge, and the ftation among 
:the princes of Europe, from which he had fallen, 
: to recover. From all thefe powerful incite- 
r( ments, added to the natural impetuoflty of his 
k temper, a war more fierce and bloody than any 
that he had hitherto made upon his rival, was 

: expe&ed. But Francis had gone through fuch 
j; a fcene of diftrefs, and the imprcflion it had 
n made was ftill fo frefh in his memory, that he 
i was become diffident himfelf, diftruftful of for- 
1 tune, and defirous of tranquillity. To procure 
1 the releafe of his fons, and to avoid the reftitu- 
9 tion of Burgundy by paying fome reafonable 
s' equivalent, were his chief objefts ; and for the 
il fake of thefe, he would willingly have facrificed 
3 Sforza, and the liberties of Italy, to the empe- 
ri ror. He flattered himfelf, that the dread of the 
0 confederacy which he had formed would of itfelf 
li induce Charles to liiten to what was equitable ; 
s and was afraid of employing any confiderable 
3 force for the relief of the Milanefe, left his allies, 
h whom he had often found to be more attentive 
1 to their own intereft, than punctual in fulfilling 

their 
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their engagements, ftiould abandon him as foon 
as the Imperialifts were driven out of that coun- 
try, and deprive his negotiations with the em- 
peror of that weight which they derived from 
his being at the head of a powerful league. In 
the mean time the caftle of Milan was preffed 
more clofely than ever, and Sforza was now re- 
duced to the laft extremity. The pope and 
Venetians, trufting to Francis’s concurrence, 
commanded their troops to take the held, in 
order to relieve him ; and an army more than 
fufficient for that fervice was foon formed. The 
Milanefe, paffionately attached to their unfortu- 
nate duke, and no lefs exafperated againft the 
Imperialifts, who had oppreffed them fo cruelly, 
were ready to aid the confederates in all their 
enterprifes. But the duke d’Urbino, their ge- 
neral, naturally flow and indecilive, and reftrain- 
ed, behdes, by his ancient enmity to the family 
of Medici, from taking any ftep that might ag- 
grandize or add reputation to the popef, loft 
fome opportunities of attacking the Imperialifts 
and raifing the hege, and refufed to improve 
others. Thefe delays gave Bourbon time to 
bring up a reinforcement of frefti troops, and a 
fupply of money. He immediately took the 
command of the army [July 24], and puftied on 
the flege with fuch vigour, as quickly obliged 
Sforza to furrender, who retiring to Lodi, which 
the confederates had furprifed, left Bourbon in 
full poflefiion of the reft of the dutchy, the in- 
veftiture of which the emperor had promifed 
to grant him 

1 Guic. lib, xvii. 3S2. 6 Ibid, 376, &c. 
The 
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The Italians began now to perceive the game 
which Francis had played, and to be feniible 
that, notwithftanding all their addrefs, and re- 
finements in negotiation, which they boafted of 
as talents peculiarly their own, they had for once 
been over-reached in thofe very arts by a tramon- 
tane prince. He had hitherto thrown almoft the 
whole burden of the war upon them, taking ad- 
vantage of their efforts, in order to enforce the 
propofals which he often renewed at the court 
of Madrid for obtaining the liberty of his fons. 
Tire pope and Venetians expoflulated and com- 
plained h ; but as they were not able to roufe 
Francis from bis inactivity, their own zeal and 
vigour gradually abated, and Clement, having 
already gone farther than his timidity ufually 
permitted him, began to accufe himfelf of rafh- 
nefs, and to relapfe into his natural flate of doubt 
and uncertainty. 

All the emperor’s motions depending on him- 
felf alone, were more briflc and better concerted. 
The narrownefs of his revenues, indeed, did 
not allow him to make any fudden or great 
effort in the field, but he abundantly fupplied 
that defect by his intrigues and negotiations. 
The family of Colonna, the moft powerful of 
all the Roman barons, had adhered uniformly 
to the Ghibeline or Imperial faction, during 
thofe fierce contentions between the popes and 
emperors, which, for feveral ages, filled Italy 
and Germany with difcord and bloodfhed. 
Though the caufes which at firft gave birth to 

k Rufcelli Lettere de Principi, ii. 157, &c. 159, 160—166. 
vol. 11. e e thefc 
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thefe deftruftive factions exifted no longer, and 
the rage with which they had been animated was 
in a great meafure fpent, the Colonnas ftill re- 
tained their attachment to the Imperial intereft, 
and by placing themfelves under the protedlion 
of the emperors, fecured the quiet poffelfion of 
their own territories and privileges. The cardi- 
nal Pompeo Colonna, a man of a turbulent and 
ambitious temper, at that time^ the head of the 
family, had long been Clement’s rival, to whofe 
influence in the laft conclave he imputed the 
difappointment of all his fchemes for attaining 
the papal dignity, of which, from his known 
connedlion with the emperor, he thought him- 
felf fecure. To an afpiring mind, this was an 
injury too great to be forgiven ; and though he 
had diffembled his refentment fo far as to vote 
for Clement at his eleftion, and to accept of 
great offices in his court, he waited with the 
utmoft impatience for an opportunity of being 
revenged. Don Hugo de Moncada, the Impe- 
rial ambaffador at Rome, who was no ftranger 
to thefe fentiments, eafily perfuaded him, that 
now was the time, while all the papal troops 
were employed in Lombardy, to attempt fome- 
thing, which would at once avenge his own 
wrongs, and be of effential fervice to the empe- 
ror his patron. The pope however, whofe timi- 
dity rendered him quick-lighted, was fo atten- 
tive to their operations, and began to be alarmed 
fo early, that he might have drawn together 
troops iufficient to have difconcerted all Cakmna’s 
meafurcs. But Moncada amuled him fo artfully 
with negotiations, promifes, and falfe intelli- 
gence, that he lulled afleep all his fufpicions, 

and 
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and prevented his taking any of the precautions 
neceflary for his fafety; and to tl , r 

nowned for political wifdom, Colonna at the 
head of three thoufand men, feized one of the 
gates of his capital, while he, imagining him- 
felf to be in perfect fecurity, was altogether un- 
prepared for refilling fuch a feeble enemy. The 
inhabitants of Rome permitted Colonna’s troops, 
from whom they apprehended no injury, to ad- 
vance without opposition [Sept. 29]; the pope’s 
guards were difperfed in a moment; and Clement 
himfelf, terrified at the danger, alhamed of his 
own credulity, and deferted by almoft every 
perfon, fled with precipitation into the callle of 
St. Angelo, which was immediately invefted. 
The palace of the Vatican, the church of St. 
Peter, and the houfes of the pope’s minifters 
and fervants, were plundered in the moll licen- 
tious manner ; the reft of the city was left un- 
molefted. Clement, deftitute of every thing 
neceflary either for fubfiftence or defence, was 
foon obliged to demand a capitulation ; and 
Moncada, being admitted into the caftle, pre- 
feribed to him, with all the haughtinefs of a con- 
queror, conditions which it was not in his power 
to rejedl. The chief of thefe was, That Cle- 
ment ftiould not only grant a full pardon to the 
Colonnas, but receive them into favour, and 
immediately withdraw all the troops in his pay 
from the army of the confederates in Lom- 
bardy l. 

1 Jovii Vita Pomp. Colon. Guic. 1. xvii. 407. Rufcelli 
Lctteie de Prindpi, i. p. 104. 

a prince pofleffed of great power, 
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The Colonnas, who talked of nothing lefs 

than of depofing Clement, and of placing Pom- 
peo, their kinl'man, in the vacant chair of St. 
Peter, exclaimed loudly againll a treaty which 
left them at the mercy of a pontiff juftly in- 
cenfed againll; them. But Moncada, attentive 
only to his mailer’s interell, paid little regard 
to their complaints, and, by this fortunate 
meafure, broke entirely the power of the con- 
federates. 

While the army of the confederates fuffered 
fuch a confiderable diminution, the Imperialills 
received two great reinforcements ; one from 
Spain, under the command of Lannoy and 
Alarcon, which amounted to fix tboufand 
men ; the other was raifed in the empire by 
George Fronfperg, a German nobleman, who 
having ferved in Italy with great reputation, 
had acquired fuch influence and popularity, 
that multitudes of his countrymen, fond on 
every occafion of engaging in military enter- 
prifes, and impatient at that juncture to efcape 
from the opprefiion which they felt in religious 
as well as civil matters, crowded to his Itand- 
ard; fo that, without any other gratuity than 
the payment of a crown to each man, fourteen 
thoufand enlilted in his'fervice. Tothefethe 
archduke Ferdinand added two thoufand horfe, 
levied in the Aultrian dominions. But although 
the emperor had raifed troops, he could not re- 
mit the fums neceffary for their fupport. His 
ordinary revenues were exhaulled, the credit of 
princes, during the infancy of commerce, was 
not extenfive ; and the Cortes of Caltile, though 
every art had been tried to gain them, and feme 

innovations 
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innovations had been made in the conftitution, 
in order to fecure their concurrence, perempto- 
rily refufed to grant Charles any extraordinary 
fupply k ; fo that the more his army increafed in 
number, the more were his generals embarraffed 
and diftreffed. Bourbon, in particular, was in- 
volved in fuch difficulties, that he flood in need 
of all li; addrefs and courage in order to extri- 
cate himfelf. Large fums were due to the Spanifh 
troops already in the Milanefe, when Fronfperg 
arrived with lixteen thoufand hungry Germans, 
deftitute of every thing. Both made their de- 
mands with equal fiercenefs ; the former claim- 
ing their arrears, and the latter, the pay which 
had been promifed them on their entering Lom- 
bardy. Bourbon was altogether incapable of 
giving fatisfaction to either. In this fituation, 
he was conftrained to commit afts of violence 
extremely {hocking to his own nature, which 
was generous and humane. He feized the prin- 
cipal citizens of Milan, and by threats, and even 
by torture, forced from them a conflderable 
fum ; he rifled the churches of all their plate 
and ornaments; the inadequate fupply which 
thefe afforded, he diftributed among the foldiers, 
with fo many Toothing expreffions of his fym- 
pathy and affection, that, though it fell far 
ffiort of the fums due to them, it appealed their 
prefent murmurs1. 

Among other expedients for raffing money. 
Bourbon granted his life and liberty to Morone, 
who having been kept in prifon fince his intrigue 

R Sandov. i. 814. 1 Ripamond. Hid. Mediol. 
lib. ix. p. 717. 
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with Pefcara, had been condemned to die by the 
Spanifh judges empowered to try him. For 
this remilfion he paid twenty thoufand ducats ; 
and fuch were his lingular talents, and the won- 
derful afcendant which he always acquired over 
the minds of thofe to whom he had accefs, that 
in a few days, from being Bourbon’s prifoner, 
he became his prime confident, with whom he 
confulted in all affairs of importance. To his 
infmuations muff be imputed the fufpicions 
which Bourbon began to entertain, that the 
emperor had never intended to grant him the in- 
veftiture of Milan, but had appointed JLeyva, 
and the other Spanifh generals, rather to be 
fpies on his conduit, than to co-operate heartily 
towards the execution of his fchemes. To him 
likewife, as he Hill retained, at the age of four- 
fcore, all the enterprifing fpirit of youth, may 
be attributed the bold and unexpected meafure 
on which Bourbon loon after venturedm. 

Such, indeed, were the exigencies of the Im- 
perial troops in the Milanefe, that it became in-, 
difpenfably neceffary to take fome immediate 
Itep for their relief. The arrears of the foldiers 
increafed daily ; the emperor made no remittances 
to his generals; and the utrnolt rigour of mili- 
tary extortion could draw nothing more from a 
country entirely drained and ruined. In this 
fituation there was no choice left, but either to 
difband the army, or to march for fubfiftence 
into the enemy’s country. The territories of 
the Venetians lay nearelt at hand; but they, 
with their ufual forefight and prudence, had 

m Guic. 1. xvii. 415.] 
taken 
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taken fuch precautions as fecured them from 
any infult. Nothing, therefore, remained but 
to invade the dominions of the church, or of 
the Florentines; and Clement had of late afted 
fuch a part as merited the fevereft vengeance 
from the emperor. No fooner did the papal 
troops return to Rome, after the infurredtion 
of the Colonnas, than, without paying any re- 
gard to the treaty with Moncada, he degraded 
the cardinal Colonna, excommunicated the reft 
of the family, feized their places of ftrength, and 
wafted their lands with all the cruelty which the 
imart of a recent injury naturally excites. After 
this, he turned his arms againft Naples, and, as 
his operations were feconded by the French 
fleet, he made fome progrefs towards the con- 
queft of that kingdom ; the viceroy being no 
lefs deftitute than the other Imperial generals 
of the money requifite for a vigorous defence ". 

1527. J Thefe proceedings of the pope jufti- 
fied, in appearance, the meafures which Bour- 
bon’s fituation rendered neceffary; and he fet 
about executing them under fuch difadvantages, 
as furnifhed the ftrongeft proof both of the de- 
fpair to which he was reduced, and of the great- 
nefs of his abilities which were able to furmount 
fo many obftacles. Idaving committed the go- 
vernment of Milan to Leyva, whom he was not 
unwilling to leave behind, he began his march 
in the depth of winter [Jan. 303, at the head 
of twenty-five thoufand men, compofed of na- 
tions differing from each other in language and 
manners; without money, without magazines, 

Jovii Vita Pomp, Colon. Guic. 1. xviii. 424. 
without 
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without artillery, without carriages; in fhort, 
without any of thofe things which are neceflary 
to the fmallell party, and which feem effential to 
the exiftence and motions of a great army. His 
rout lay through a country cut by rivers and 
mountains, in which the roads were almoll im- 
practicable ; as an addition to his difficulties, 
the enemy’s army, fuperior to his own in num-. 
ber, was at hand to watch ali his motions, and 
to improve every advantage. But his troops, 
impatient of their prefent hardffiips, and allured 
by the hopes of immenfe booty, without confi- 
dering how ill provided they were for a march, 
followed him with great cheerfulnefs. His firft 
fcheme was to have made himfelf mailer of Pla- 
centia, and to have gratified his foldiers with the 
plunder of that city ; but the vigilance of the 
confederate generals rendered the defign abor- 
tive ; nor bad he better fuccefs in his projedl for 
the reduction of Bologna, which was feafonably 
fupplied with as many troops as fecured it from 
the infults of an army which had neither artillery 
nor ammunition. Having failed in both thefe 
attempts to become mailer of fome great city, 
he was under a ncceffity of advancing. But he 
had now been two months in the field; his 
troops had fuffered every calamity that a long 
march, together with the uncommon rigour of 
the feafon, could bring upon men deilitute of all 
necefiary accommodations in an enemy’s country; 
the magnificent promiles to which they trailed, 
had hitherto proved altogether vain ; they faw 
no profpect of relief; their patience, tried to 
the utmoll, failed at lalt, and they broke out 
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into open mutiny. Some officers, who rafhly 
attempted to reftrain them, fell victims to their 
fury ; Bourbon himfelf, not daring to appear 
during the firlt tranfports of their rage, was 
obliged to fly fecretly from his quarters But 
this hidden ebullition of wrath began at laft to 
fubfide ; when Bourbon, who pofieffed in a won- 
derful degree the art of governing the minds of 
foldiers, renewed his promifes with more confi- 
dence than formerly, and aflured them that they 
would be foon accomplifhed. He endeavoured 
to render their hardfhips more tolerable, by par- 
taking of them himfelf; he fared no better than 
the meaneft centinel; he marched along with 
them on foot ; he joined them in linging their 
camp ballads, in which, with high praifes of his 
valour, they mingled many llrokes of military 
raillery on his poverty ; and wherever they came, 
he allowed them, as a foretalle of what he had 
promifed, to plunder the adjacent villages at dif- 
cretion. Encouraged by all thefe foothing arts, 
they entirely forgot their fufferings and com- 
plaints, and followed him with the fame implicit 
confidence as formerly p. 

Bourbon, meanwhile, carefully concealed his 
intentions. Rome and Florence, not knowing 
on which the blow would fall, were held in the 
moll; difquieting ilate of fufpence. Clement, 
equally folicitous for the fafety of both, fluctu- 
ated in more than his ufual uncertainty ; and 
while the rapid approach of danger called for 
prompt and decifive meafures, he ipent the time 

° Guic. 1. xviii. 434. Jovii Vit. Colon. 163. 
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in deliberations which came to no iffue, or in 
taking refolutions, which, next day, his reftlefe 
mind, more fagacious in difceming than in ob- 
viating difficulties, overturned, without being 
able to fix on what ffiould be fubftituted in their 
place. At one time he determined to unite 
himfelf more clofely than ever with his allies, 
and to puffi on the war with vigour; at another, 
he inclined to bring all differences to a final ac- 
commodation by a treaty with Larinoy, who, 
knowing his paffion for negotiation, folicited 
him inceffantly with propofals for that purpofe. 
His timidity at length prevailed, and led him to 
conclude an agreement with Lannoy [Mar. 15], 
of which the following were the chief articles; 
That a fufpenfion of arms fhould take place be- 
tween the Pontifical and Imperial troops for eight 
months; That Clement fhould advance fixty 
thoufand crowns towards fatisfying the demands 
of the Imperial army; That the Colonnas 
ffiould be abfolved from cenfure, and their 
former dignities and poffeffions be reflored to 
them; That the viceroy ffiould come to Rome, 
and prevent Bourbon from approaching nearer 
to that city, or to Florence i. On this hafly 
treaty, which deprived him of all hopes of af- 
fiflance from his allies, without affording him 
any folid foundation of fecurity, Clement relied 
fo firmly, that, like a man extricated at once 
out of all difficulties, he was at perfeft cafe, and 
in the fulnefs of his confidence diffianded all his 
troops, except as many as were fufficient to 
guard his own perfon. This amazing confidence 

.of 
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ef Clement’s, who on every other occafion was 
fearful and fufpicious to excels, appeared fo unac- 
countable to Guicciardini, who, being at that 
time the pontifical commiflary-general and re- 
fident in the confederate army, had great oppor- 
tunities, as well as great abilities, for obferving 
how chimerical all his hopes were, that he im- 
putes the pope’s conduft, at this juncture, wholly 
to infatuation, which thofe who are doomed to 
ruin cannot avoidr. 

Lannoy, it would feem, intended to have exe- 
cuted the treaty with great fincerity ; and hav- 
ing detached Clement from the confederacy, 
wiihed to turn Bourbon’s arms againft the Ve- 
netians, who, of all the powers at war with the 
emperor, had exerted the greateft vigour. With 
this view he detached a courier to Bourbon, in- 
forming him of the fufpenfion of arms, which, 
in the name of their common mailer, he had 
eoncluded with the pope. Bourbon had other 
fchemes, and he had profecuted them now too 
far to think of retreating. To have mentioned 
a retreat to his foldiers would have been dan- 
gerous ; his command was independent on Lan- 
noy ; he was fond of mortifying a man whom 
he had many reafons to hate : for thefe reafons, 
without paying the leaft regard to the meffage, 
he continued to ravage the ecclefialtical terri- 
tories, and to advance towards Florence. Upon 
this, all Clement’s terror and anxiety returning 
with new force, he had recourfe to Lannoy, and 
intreated and conjured him to put a Hop to 
Bourbon’s progrefs. Lannoy accordingly fet 

T Guic. 1. xviii. 446. 
out 



324 THE reign of the b. IF. 
out for his camp, but durft not approach it ; 
Bourbon’s foldiers having got notice of the 
truce, raged and threatened, demanding the ac- 
complifhment of the promifes to which they had 
trufted; their general himfelf could hardly re- 
ftrain them ; every perfon in Rome perceived 
that nothing remained but to prepare for re- 
filling a ftorrn which it was now impoflible to 
difpel. Clement alone, relying on fome ambi- 
guous and deceitful profeffions which Bourbon 
made of his inclination towards peace, funk 
back into his former fecurity s. 

Bourbon, on his part, was far from being free 
from folicitude. All his attempts on any place 
of importance had hitherto mifcarried; and Flo- 
rence, towards which he had been approaching 
for fome time, was, by the arrival of the duke 
d’Urbino’s army, put in a condition to fet his 
power at defiance. As it now became necelfary 
to change his route, and to take inllantly fome 
new refolution, he fixed without hefitation on 
one which was no lefs daring in itfelf, than it 
was impious according to the opinion of that 
age. This was to aifault and plunder Rome. 
Many reafons, however, prompted him to it. 
He was fond of thwarting Lannoy, who had 
undertaken for the fafety of that city ; he ima- 
gined that the emperor would be highly pleafed 
to fee Clement, the chief author of the league 
againll him, humbled ; he flattered himfelf that, 
by gratifying the rapacity of his foldiers with 
fuch immenle booty, he would attach them for 
ever to his interell; or (which is Hill more pro- 

3 Guic. I. xvlii. 437, &c. Mem. de Bellay, p. ico. 
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bable than any of thefe) he hoped that by means 
of the power and fame which he would acquire 
from the conqueft of the firft city in Chriften- 
dom, that he might lay the/ foundation of an 
independent power ; and that, after (baking off 
all conneftion with the emperor, he might take 
poffeffion of Naples, or of fome of the Italian 
ftates, in his own name h 

Whatever his motives were, he executed his 
refolution with a rapidity equal to the boldnefs 
with which he had formed it. His foldiers, now 
that they had their prey full in view, complained 
neither of fatigue, nor famine, nor want of pay. 
No fooner did they begin to move from Tufcany 
towards Rome, than the pope, fenfible at lad 
how fallacious the hopes had been on which he 
repofed, darted from his fecurity. But no time 
now remained, even for a bold and decifive pon- 
tiff to have taken proper meafures, or to have 
formed any effectual plan of defence. Under 
Clement's feeble conduct, all was condernation, 
diforder, and irrefolution. He collected, how- 
ever, fuch of his difbanded foldiers as dill re- 
mained in the city ; he armed the artificers of 
Rome, and the footmen and train-bearers of the 
cardinals; he repaired the breaches in the walls; 
he began to ere£t new works ; he excommuni- 
cated Bourbon and all his troops, branding the 
Germans with the name of Lutherans, and the 
Spaniards with that of Moorsu. Truding to 
thefe ineffectual military preparations, or to his 
fpiritual arms, which were dill more defpifed by 

t Brant, iv. 271. vi. 189. Beicarii Comment. 594. 
u Seckend. lib. ii. p. 68. 
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rapacious foldiers, he feems to have laid afide his 
natural timidity, and, contrary to the advice of 
all his counfellors, determined to wait the ap- 
proach of an enemy whom he might eafdy have 
avoided by a timely retreat. 

Bourbon, who faw the neceffity of difpatch, 
now that his intentions were known, advanced 
with fuch fpeed, that he gained feveral marches 
on the duke d’ Urbino’s army, and encamped in 
the plains of Rome on the evening of the fifth 
of May. From thence he Ihewed his foldiers 
the palaces and churches of that city, into which, 
as the capital of the Chriftian commonwealth, 
the riches of all Europe had flowed during many 
centuries, without having been once violated by 
any hoftile hand ; and commanding them to re- 
frefh themfclves at night, as a preparation for the 
affault next day, promifed them, in reward of 
their toils and valour, the poflellion of all the 
treafures accumulated there. 

Early in the morning, Bourbon, who had de- 
termined to diftinguiih that day either by his 
death or the fuccefs of his enterprife, appeared 
at the head of his troops, clad in complete ar- 
mour, above which he wore a veil of white tiffue, 
that he might be more confpicuous both to his 
friends and to his enemies ; and as all depended 
on one bold impreffion, he led them inllantly to 
fcale the walls. Three dill in cl bodies, one of 
Germans, another of Spaniards, and the lall of 
Italians, the three different nations of whom the 
army was compofed, were appointed to this fer- 
vice ; a feparate attack was afligned to each ; 
and the whole army advanced to fupport them 
as occafion Ihould require. A thick mill con- 

1 cealed 
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cealed their approach until they reached almofl 
the brink of the ditch which furrounded the fub- 
urbs ; having planted their ladders in a moment, 
each brigade rufhed on to the affault with an 
impetuofity heightened by national emulation. 
They were received at firft with fortitude equal 
to their own ; the Swifs in the pope’s guards, 
and the veteran foldiers who had been alfembled, 
fought with a courage becoming men to whom 
the defence of the nobleft city in the world was 
entrufted. Bourbon’s troops, notwithftanding 
all their valour, gained no ground, and even be- 
gan to give way ; when their leader, perceiving 
that on this critical moment the fate of the day 
depended, leaped from his horfe, preffed to the 
front, fnatched a fcaling ladder from a foldier, 
planted it againft the wall, and began to mount 
it, encouraging his men with his voice and hand 
to follow him. But at that very inftant, a muf- 
ket bullet from the ramparts pierced his groin 
with a wound, which he immediately felt to be 
mortal; but he retained fo much prefence of 
mind as to defire thofe who were near him to 
cover his body with a cloak, that his death might 
not difhearten his troops; and foon after he ex- 
pired with a courage worthy of a better caui'e, 
and which would have entitled him to the high- 
eft praife, if he had thus fallen in defence of his 
country, not at the head of its enemies x. 

This fatal event could not be concealed from 
the aimy ; the foldiers foon miffed their general, 
whom they were accuftomed to fee in every time 

* Mem. de Bellay, jot. Guic. lib, xviii. p.445, &c, 
Oeuv. de Brant, iv. 257, &c. 
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of danger; but, inftead of being difheartened by 
their lofs, it animated them with new valour; 
the name of Bourbon refounded along the line, 
accompanied with the cry of blood and revenge. 
The veterans who defended the walls were foon 
overpowered by numbers ; the untrained body 
of city recruits fled at the fight of danger, and 
the enemy, with irrefiftible violence, ruflied into 
the town. 

During the combat, Clement was employed 
at the high altar of St. Peter’s church in offering 
up to Heaven unavailing prayers for viftory. 
No fooner was he informed that his troops began 
to give way, than he fled with precipitation; 
and with an infatuation ftill more amazing than 
any thing already mentioned, inftead of making 
his efcape by the oppofite gate, where there was 
no enemy to oppofe it, he fhut himfelf up, toge- 
ther with thirteen cardinals, the foreign ambaf- 
fadors, and many peifons of diftinftion, in the 
caftle of St. Angelo, which, from his late mis- 
fortune, he might have known to be an infecure 
retreat. In his way from the Vatican to that 
fortrefs, he faw his troops flying before an enemy 
w'ho purfued without giving quarter; he heard 
the cries and lamentations of the Roman citizens, 
and beheld the beginning of thofe calamities which 
his own credulity and ill-condudt had brought 
upon his fubjefts 1. 

It is impoflible to deferibe, or even to imagine, 
the mifery and horror of that feene which fol- 
lowed. Whatever a city taken by fterm can 
dread from military rage, unreftrained by difei- 

y Jov. Vit. Colon. 165. 
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pline ; whatever exceffes the ferocity of the Ger- 
mans, the avarice of the Spaniards, or the licen- 
tioufnefs of the Italians could commit, thefe the 
wretched inhabitants were obliged to fuffer. 
Churches, palaces, and the houfes of private 
perfons, were plundered without diftinftion. No 
age, or character, or fex, was exempt from injury. 
Cardinals, nobles, priefts, matrons, virgins, were 
all the prey of foldiers, and at the mercy of men 
deaf to the voice of humanity. Nor did thefe 
outrages ceafe, as is ufual in towns which are 
carried by affault, when the firft fury of the 
ftorm was over; the Imperialifts kept poffeflion 
of Rome feveral months ; and, during all that 
time, the infolence and brutality of the foldiers 
hardly abated. Their booty in ready money 
alone amounted to a million of ducats; what 
they raifed by ranfoms and exactions far exceeded 
that fum. Rome, though taken feveral different 
times by the northern nations who over-ran the 
empire in the fifth and fixth centuries, was never 
treated with fo much cruelty by the barbarous 
and heathen Huns, Vandals, or Goths, as now by 
the bigotted fubjefts of a Catholic monarch z. 

After Bourbon’s death, the command of the 
Imperial army devolved on Philibert de Chalons 
prince of Orange, who with difficulty prevailed on 
as many of his foldiers to defiil from the pillage 
as were neceffary to inveft the caftle of St. An- 
gelo. Clement was immediately fenfible of his 

* Jov. Vit. Colon. 166. Guic. lib. xviii. 440, &c. 
Comment, de Capta Urbe Romae, ap. Scaidium, ii. 230. 
Ulloa Vita dell Carlo V. p. 110, &c. Giannone Hift. of 
Nap. 15. xxxi. c. 3. p. 507. 
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error in having retired into that ill-provided and 
untenable fort. But as the Imperialills, fcorn- 
ing difcipline, and intent only on plunder, pulhed 
the fiege with little vigour, he did not defpair of 
holding out until the duke d’Urbino could come 
to his relief. That general advanced at the head 
of an army compofed of Venetians, Florentines, 
and Swifs, in the pay of France, of fufficient 
ftrength to have delivered Clement from the 
prefent danger. But d’Urbino, preferring the 
indulgence of his hatred againft the family of 
Medici to the glory of delivering the capital of 
Chriftendom, and the head of the church, pro- 
nounced the enterprife to be too hazardous; and, 
from an exquifite refinement in revenge, having 
marched forward fo far, that his army being feen 
from the ramparts of St. Angelo, flattered the 
pope with the profpeft of certain relief, he im- 
mediately wheeled about and retireda. Cle- 
ment, deprived of every refource, and reduced to 
fuch extremity of famine as to feed on afles 
fleflrb, was obliged to capitulate [June 6J on 
fuch conditions as the conquerors were pleafed 
to prefcribe. He agreed to pay four hundred 
thoufand ducats to the army ; to furrender to 
the emperor all the places of ftrength belonging 
to the church ; and, befides giving hoftages, to 
remain a prifoner himfelf until the chief articles 
were performed. He was committed to the 
care of Alarcon, who, by his fevere vigilance in 
guarding Francis, had given full proof of his 
being qualified for that office ; and thus, by a 
Angular accident, the fame man had the cuftody 

a Guic. 1. xviii,45o. t> Jov. Vit. Colon. 167. 
of 
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of the two moll illuftrious perfonages who had 
been made prifoners in Europe during feveral 
ages. 

The account of this extraordinary and unex- 
pefted event was no lefs furprifing than agreeable 
to the emperor. But in order to conceal his 
joy from his fubjefts, who were filled with hor- 
ror at the fuccefs and crimes of their countrymen, 
and to leffen the indignation of the reft- of Eu- 
rope, he declared that Rome had been affaulted 
without any order from him. He wrote to all 
the princes with whom he was in alliance, de- 
claiming his having had any knowledge of Bour- 
bon’s intentionc. He put himfelf and court 
into mourning; commanded the rejoicings which 
had been ordered for the birth of his fon Philip 
to be flopped ; and employing an artifice no lefs 
hypocritical than grofs, he appointed prayers and 
proceflions throughout all Spain for the recovery 
of the pope’s liberty, which, by an order to his 
generals, he could have immediately granted 
him d. 

The good fortune of the houfe of Auftria was 
no lefs confpicuous in another part of Europe. 
Solyman having invaded Hungary with an army 
of three hundred thoufand men, Lewis II. king 
of that country and of Bohemia, a weak and 
unexperienced prince, advanced rafhly to meet 
him with a body of men which did not amount 
to thirty thoufand. With an imprudence flill 
more unpardonable, he gave the command of 

c Rufcelli Lettere di Principi, ii. 234. 
<1 Sleid. 109. Sandov. i. 822, Mauroc. Hid. Vencta, 

lib. iii. 220. 
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thefe troops to Paul Tomorri, a Francifcan 
monk, archbilhop of Golocza. This awkward 
general, in the drefs of his order, girt with its 
cord, marched at the head of the troops; and, 
hurried on by his own prefumption, as well as 
by the impetuofity of nobles who defpifed dan- 
ger, but were impatient of long fervice, he 
fought the fatal battle of Mohacz [Auguft 29, 
1526], in which the king, the flower of the 
Hungarian nobility, and upwards of twenty 
thoufand men, fell the victims of his folly and ill- 
conduft. Solyman, after his viftory, feized and 
kept pofieffion of feveral towns of the greatefl 
ftrengfh in the fouthern provinces of Hungary, 
and, over-running the reft of the country, car- 
ried near two hundred thoufand perfons into 
captivity. As Lewis was the laft male of the 
royal family of Jagellon, the archduke Ferdi- 
nand claimed both his crowns. This claim was 
founded on a double title ; the one derived from 
the ancient pretenfions of the houfe of Auftria 
to both kingdoms ; the other from the right of 
his wife, the only After of the deceafed monarch. 
The feudal inftitutions, however, fubiifted both 
in Hungary and Bohemia in fuch vigour, and 
the nobles poffefled fuch extenfive power, that 
the crowns were ftill eleftive, and Ferdinand’s 
rights, if they had not been powerfully fupport- 
ed, would have met with little regard. But his 
own perfonal merit; the refpect due to the bro- 
ther of the greateft monarch in Chriftendom; 
the neceflity of choofing a prince able to afford 
his fubjedts fome additional protection againft 
the Turkifh arms, which, as they had recently 
felt their power, they greatly dreaded; toge- 

ther 
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ther with the intrigues of his filler, who had 
been married to the late king, overcame the pre- 
judices which the Hungarians had conceived 
again ft the archduke as a foreigner; and though 
a confiderable party voted for the Vaywode of 
Tranfilvania, at length fecured Ferdinand the 
throne of that kingdom. The ftates of Bohe- 
mia imitated the example of their neighbour 
kingdom; but in order to afcertain and fecure 
their own privileges, they obliged Ferdinand, 
before his coronation, to fubfcribe a deed which 
they termed a Reverfe, declaring that he held 
that crown not by any previous right, but by 
their gratuitous and voluntary eleftion. By fuch 
a vaft acceflion of territories, the hereditary pof- 
fefiion of which they fecured in procefs of time 
to their family, the princes of the houfe of Au- 
ftria attained that pre-eminence in power which 
hath rendered them fo formidable to the reft of 
Germany e. 

The diflenfions between the pope and emperor 
proved extremely favourable to the progrefs of 
Lutheranifm. Charles, exafperated by Cle- 
ment’s conduft, and fully employed in oppofing 
the league which he had formed againll him, 
had little inclination, and lefs leifure, to take 
any meafures for fupprefiing the new opinions 
in Germany. In a diet of the empire held at 
Spires [June 25, 1526], the ftate of religion 
came to be confidered ; and all that the emperor 
required of the princes was, that they would wait 

« Steph. Broderick Procancelarii Hungar. Glades in Cam 
po Mohacz, ap. Scardium, ii. 218, P. Barre Hill. d’AJlel 
magne, tom. viii. part i. p. 158. 
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patiently, and without encouraging innovations, 
for the meeting of a general council which he 
had demanded of the pope. They, in return, 
acknowledged the convocation of a council to 
be the proper and regular ftep towards reforming 
abufes in the church ; but contended, that a na- 
tional council held in Germany would be more 
effectual for that purpofe than what he had pro- 
pofed. To his advice, concerning the difcou- 
ragement of innovations, they paid fo little re- 
gard, that even during the meeting of the diet at 
Spires, the divines who attended the ele£tor of 
Saxony and landgrave of Heffe-Caflel thither, 
preached publicly, and adminiltered the facra- 
ments according to the rites of the reformed 
church f. The emperor's own example embold- 
ened the Germans to treat the papal authority 
with little reverence. During the heat of his 
refentment againft Clement, he had publiflied a 
long reply to an angry brief, which the pope 
had intended as an apology for his own conduft. 
In this manifefto, the emperor, after having enu- 
merated many inilances of that pontiff’s ingra- 
titude, deceit, and ambition, all which he painted 
in the ftrongeft and moft aggravated colours, 
appealed from him to a general council. At the 
fame time he wrote to the college of cardinals, 
complaining of Clement’s partiality and injuftice; 
and requiring them, if he refufed or delayed to 
call a council, to (hew their concern for the 
peace of the Chriftian church, fo fhamefully ne- 
glected by its chief pallor, by fummoning that 
affembly in their own name g. This manifefto, 

f Sleid. 103. S Goldaft. Polit. Imper. p. 984. 
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little inferior in virulence to the inve&ives of 
Luther himfelf, was difperfed over Germany 
with great induftry, and being eagerly read by 
perfons of every rank, did much more than coun- 
terbalance the effeft of all Charles’s declarations 
againft the new opinions. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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