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PREFACE. 
AS a great part of the intercourfe of man* 

kind has ever been tranfa&ed by letters, 
h is a juft reflexion upon any man, efpecially 
in this more refined age, not to be able to ac- 
quit himfelf handfomely in this refpett. The 
occafions to do this are fo very numerous, and 
the lhame of doing it ift fo great, in low as well 
as in high life, that every endeavour to render 
them more perfed in this accomplilhment, is 
at lead intitled to a candid reception. 

There have been many attempts towards a 
work of this fort; and though it were unkind 
to detratt from the merit of fuch labours, yet 
we muft obferve, that thofe who have hitherto 
reached our notice, fall far ftiort of the end 
propofed. It would be a difagreeable talk, to 
fingle out the imperfe&ions in other perfor- 
mances of this kind; therefore, we fhall only 
obferve, that fome of them, however, are here 
fupplied. 

In the firft place, the perfons for whofe ufe 
this collection is intended, are prefented with 
A very plain and compendious Grammar of the 
Englijh Language : to which are added, Direc- 
tions how to addrcfs peifons of all ranks either 
in writing or difeourfe. This, we prefume, is 
laying the foundation of our defign well, and 
as it ought to.be. The rudiments of a tongue 
once obtained, we proceed eafily to raife our 
fuperftructure ; without this we do nothing. 

Next is an introduction, containing directions 
for inditing proper letters on moft occafions, 
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4 PREFACE. 
ami the'fentiments of feveral eminent authors 
on epiftolary writing. 

But the chief branch of this defign, and 
which indeed compofes the main body of this 
work, is a proper coile&ion of letter?, by emi- 
nent authors, upon fubje&s very various in their 
nature, and therefore net eahly thrown under 
regular claffes. Bufwcfs, duty, amufement, affec- 
tion, courtjhip, friendjhip, and a multiplicity of 
Other affairs that may require a ktlcr, are here 
made the fubjcct of ours; fo that on moft oc- 
caffons no perfen can be at a lofs for a pattern 
to dired him. And it is from this great varie- 
ty of examples ior ffyle and manner, a grammar 
for writing true Engliff.\ and other neceffary 
diredions, that we prefume to call this perfor- 
mance by the name of dhe Complete Letter wri- 
ter; fuch a number of letters being inferted as 
to anfwer the purpofe almoft of every indivi- 
dual, from the boy at fchool, to the fecretary 
of (late. Nor let it offend the delicacy, of any 
reader, that he will here meet with many epii- 
tles of the lower clafs. Thefe could not be o« 
mitted without deviating from the grand point 
in view, namely, General Utility.. 

In the end are given a variety of Mefiage- 
cards, defigned for perfons of every llation : 
and, to affiff the unlearned, a Spelling Didion- 
ary is annexed, containing the gr|ateil number 
of the moft common Englilh '.vomIs. 
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Hules for reading-, and particularly of the emphafis 
belonging to Jome fpecial word, or -words, in a 
ftntence. 

IN order to read well, obferve tbe following dire&ions, i. Take pains to acquire a perfect knowledge of the founds of the letters in general. 2- Do not guefs at a word at firft fight, if you are not well acquainted with it, left you get a habit of reading falfely. 3. Pronounce every word clear and diftinftly. 4. Let the tone of your voice in read- ing be the (ame as in fpeaking. j. Do not read in a hurry, for fear of learning to ftamiuer. 6. Head fo loud as to be heard by thofe about you. but not louder. 7. Obferve your paufes well, and never make . ny, where the fenfe will ad- mit of none. 8. Humour your voice a little, according to the fnbjett. 9.sJAttend to thofe who read well, and en- deavour to imitate their pronounciation. 10. Read often before good judges, and be thankful when they correct you. 11. Confider well the place of the emphafis in a fentence, and pronounce it accordingly. By emphafis we mean the ftrefs xtr force of voice that is laid on fome particular word or words in a fentence. whereby the meaning and beauty of the whole may bell appear ; this, with refpe£t to fen- tences, is the fame as accent with regard to fyllables. The emphafi' i> generally placed upon the accented fyl- iable of a word but if there be a particular oppofition be- tween two words in a fentence, whereby one differs from the other but in part, the accent is fomeiimes removed from its common place, a? in the following inftanee : The funjhines upen the juft and upon the unjuft. Here the ftrefs of the voice is laid upon the firft fyllable in unjufi, becaufe it is oppofi-d to jufi in the fame fentence ; but without fuch an oppofition the accent would lie on its uftnl place, that is, on the laft fyllable ; as, We mufl not imitate the unjuft prac- tices of others The great and general rule how to know the emphntical word in a fentence. is, to confider the chief defign of the whole ; but particular direffions cannot be eafily g ven. ex- cept that when words are evidently oppofed to one another in a fertence, they are cniphatical and fo is ofrenti^e the word w’hich afks a qtieftion, as. Who, What When, <bc but not always; for the emphafi' muff be varied according to the principal meaning of the fpeaker. 



A 
PLAIN AND COMPENDIOUS 

GRAMMAR 
OF THE 

ENGLISH TONGUE. 

Gf Grammar? 
GRAMMAR is the art of fpeaking and writing any language right and properly ; and conlilts of four parts. Orthography, Etymology, Syntax, and Frofody. Orthography teaches how to fpell and write every word with proper letters; as nation, not najhun ; ora- tion, not oraffjun; did, not dud; foot, not jut; tomb, not loom, &c. Etymology teaches the explanation or kind* of words, their derivation, change, analogy, or likenefs to one another in any language. Syntax teaches the right placing or joining of words together in leniences. Frofody teaches the accent and quantities of fyllables, pronounciatioh, and art of making verfes. 

Of Orthography and the Povj'T of Letters. 
A letter is a mark or charatSler of a fingle found in fpeech. There are twenty-fix letters in the JLnglifh language, viz. abode fghijklmnopqrfit u v to xy z, called vowels and confonants. A vowel is a letter wdiich makes a full and perfect found of itfelf, without adjoirting any other letter to it. There are five marks for vowels in the Englilh tongue, they are, a e i o u, and y at the end of words, for ie. T is alio a vowel in the middle of words, but all luch 
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S4 Plant and Compenditui Englijh Grammar. 
Won-Js as have y in the middle are of Gred< ongia: and each of thele vowels have two general founds, that is, a long and a Ihort found; the ihort found made long by adding final or lilent e at the end, as bab, b.abe\ ~hir, hire ; fir, fire ; rib, robe ; tun, tune. So “when thefe vowels end a fyllable, they are ufually long, but generally /hoi t in all other pofitions. 

Of the Single Cmfonants. 
A confonant is a letter which cannet make a perfect found without adding feme fingle or double vowel ei* ther before or after, it; ib, or be-, eat, or tea-, and therefore derives its naihe from confounding or found- ing together with the vowels. Neverthelefs, it may be defined a letter /hewing the feveral motions and con- figurations of the parts of the mouth, by which the founds of the vowels are varioufly determined. The fingle confonants are twenty-one in number, b c d fg h j k l m n p q r s t v_w x y z and are divi- ded into mutes (by which is meant letters that are not pronounced though wrote) and half vowels; four of the half-vowels are called liquids. A mute is a letter which cannot make a found without a vowel, b c d 

f S b p q i. A half-vowel is a letter which makes an imperfect found without any letter added; as r is tx- preffed by hilling, r by a quivering of the tongue ; thefe are / m h r s v x z. II is an afpiration or breath- ing ; and y and w are neutrals, having both articulate founds, elpecially w, which found every where oo, and fliould be fo pronounced. 
Of the Double Confonants. 

When two or three confonants meet together, we call them double confonants, and of thefe fome are fit to begin words or fyllabies, others to end only; we call the firft initial, or beginning, the fecond final or end- ing, double confonants. They are forty-one in number, and are necefiary to be under/tood, for the better knowledge of the divi- fion of fyllabies; thefe are, bl, br, ch, cl, dr, tha, 
fr, gl, gti, gr, In, ph, pi, pr, rh, fc, Jh, fit, fi, fm fn, 
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fn, fpt fq, fw, th, tr, tw, wh, wr, phr, fch, fcrt Jhrf fpl, fpr, jh, tbr, tfav. 
Rules for true Spelling and Right Divifion of the Syl- 

lable of long ti' trdr. 
A fyllable is a complete found uttered in one diftindt breath ; as “ ib, of, in, which, good, earth,” Sic. Let- ters ferve to make fyllables, and fyllables words, &c. One Angle or one double vowel only, or any one of the Angle or double vowels joined to anyone of the Angle or double confouants, will make a lyliable. No num- ber of confonants can make a lyllabie without a vow- el ; as ftrngth can m-.ke no fyllable of tbem- ftlves, but if 1 put in e b. nvixt r r.nd// thus, flrer.gth, it makes a fyllable and proper word ; and therefore as many vowels, tingle or double, as are found in a. word, of fo. ma/iy fyliable? does that word coniift, which are never above feven or eight, and few words have fo mmy ; as good, one ; feem-ly, /ws ; in-form- er, thr;:\ per-pc-ur-ate, four ; de-po pu-la-ted, five fo lent-ni-za-ti-on, fix i tran-fub flan-ti-a-ti-on, feven ; 

in-com-pre-hen-fi- bi-li-ty, eight. A Monofyllable is a word of one fyllable. A DifTyllabie is a word of /wo fyllables. A Trifl’yliable is a word of three fyllables. A Polyfyllable is a word of many fyllables. There are live general rules for the true divifion of fyllables. 
Rule x. When a fingle confonant comes between two vowels, it goes with the lail vowel in dividing the fylla- ble?; as “ a-bate, ca-bal, de-cay, glo-ry, e-vent, wo- “ man, a-bove, a-mong, di-vine,” &c. 
Rule 2. When two confonants meet in the middle of a word, between two vowels which are not proper to begin a word, they are parted in dividing the fyila- hies; as, “ wed ding, ac cent, vjr-gin,mttt-ton, but-ter, “ trum pet, bar-gain,” &c. 
Rule 7. When two or three confonants meet be- tween two vowels that are proper to begin a word, then they go with the lafi fyllable in the divifion ; as 

B 3 “ de-prtve. 



16 A Plain and Compenditui Engl'tfb Gramhiar. 
tt de-prive, re-rpkn-deht, bi o-ther, re-prieve, abridge, ,< ta-bret, re-ftrift," ic. 

Rule 4. When three or four confonants fneet between two vowels which are *>ot proper to begin a word, the firft confonant ts always kept with the fitft fyllable in the divifion ; as, “ fob-rraft, ag-gravate, af-fiift, “ con-gruity, con-ftruft, in-fcribe,” icc. 
Rule 5. When two vowels of different founds meet in the middie of words, they are parted in the dividing iyliable*; as, “ li-ar, re-ai, ri-ot, tri-al, li-on, be-ing, “ vowel,” &c. 
Compound words are always fpelt as their fimples; thus “ craftf-men, gold-fmith, gazing-ftock, ihip wreck* M tranf-aft, dil-unite, uu-eqnal,” Sec, 
Derivative words are always fpelr as their primitive; thus, “ tempt, tempt ed; fecond, fecohd-ary; covet, “ covet-ous; form, fonn-ed,” <Scc- 
Fnt when the primitive ends with a vowel, and the fyliable which is added begins alfo with a vowel, then the firft vowel is always dropt, arc the found of the preceding'confonant is foftenc.d by the Jhbfcquent vow- el, as “ ape, a-pifh; fame, fa-mons; love, lo-ved; “ give, gi-ver; hate, ha-ting ; dance ; dancing,” 
Obferve that all derivative words ending in ing are aftive participles, formed of verbs wfilch are thtir pri- tnitives; and where the. leaving out e in this participle would caufe any confufion in the fenfe, it is better to retain it; as from the verb fnge, write fingeing and fi'-'. e eth, to diftiuguifh it from fluging, and jmgeth. But it is to be obferved that this e is not dropt before dbl^ as, “ advife, advife-able ; defire, defifc-able; agree, “ agree-ahie,” &c. 
If the additional fyllahle, which makes it a deriva- live, begins'.with a eonfonant, then the voWel in the primitive is always retained, according to the rule of derivative words ; as “ like, like-nel's; fine, fine-ly; “ time, time ly,” &c- And 
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And when the primitive word ends with y, it is changed into / in the derivative; as ‘duty, duti-lul ; * crafty, crafti-nefs; angry, angri-nefs; envy, envi- ‘ ous,’ &c. But y is retained before the vowel /, as ‘ teftify, teftify-ing; multiply, multiply-ing; deny, de- 

‘ ny-ing ; apply, apply-ing,’ &c. And when a word of one or more fyllables ends with a fingle confonant, and no diphthong goes before it, and the accent lies on tire laft fyllable, then that confonant is always doubled in the derivative ; as ‘ man, man-ned; ‘ pen, pen-ned; fan, fan-ned; Ihr, ftir-red; tin, tin-tied > ‘ tun, tun-ned,’ &c. 

Of primitive and derivative -words. 
All words are either primitive or derivative, fimple o'- compound. A primitive or fimple word is not formed of any other, as yuan,-hope, good, kind. See. A deriva- tive word is a primitive or (imple word, with the addi- tion of a fyllable or fyllables.to the fame, fuch as ‘ able, * al, ance, ary, ate, ed, en, er, es, eft, eth, ing, ifh, fm, * ize, lefs, ly, nefs, ous, y.’ A compound word is formed of two or more fimpie words; as ‘ whcel-wright, (hip wreck, fchool-mafter ;* or of a fimple word and fyllable, called a prepofition, fet before it; as ‘ dif-pleafe, un-fit, con-found,’ &c. 

Of the prepositions that are ufed in the compojition of 
Englilh vs ords, their Signification and ufe. 

The Engli'h prepofirion ’ ufed in the compofition of EngliOi words are ‘ a, be, for, tore, mis, over, out, run, ‘ up, with.’ Signifies as much as on or /«; as * a-foot, a-ihore,’ for ‘ on foot, on (bore.’ Be Signifies about-, as ‘ to be-fprinkle, /. e. to fprinkle ‘ abont; to be-ftir, /. e. to ftir about.r For Denies, or deprives, as ‘ forbid, /. e. bid it not-to * he done ; foriake, /. e. not to feek it any more.’ Pore Signifies as much as before, as ‘ to fbrefee, i. e. 
B 3 ‘to 
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* to fee it before it comes to pafs; to forebode, i. to * tell before it happens.’ Mis. Is always ufed in a bad fenfe, and denotes de- fedf or error ; as ‘ mifdeed, i. e. an ill deed ; to miltake, * i. e. to take it wrong ; to mif-ufe, i. e. to ufe HI.’ Over. Signifies fuperiority as ‘ to overcome, to over- * rule,’ &c. Out. Signifies alfo fuperiority or excellency in any thing, * to out-do, to out-run, to out go,* &c. XJn. Denotes negation, and fignifies Tint, as un-p!ea- fanty i. e. ‘ not plealant; un-worthy, /. e. not worthy.’ &c. Up. Always denotes motion upwards, as up-land, i. e. * the land that is high in refpeft of fome other land j * np-fide, /. e. the fide that is higheft.’ With. Signifies again ft, as with-ft and, i. e. to ftmd againft; it fometimes fignifies as much as from or back, as vsith-hold, i. e. to hold from one; to witlv-draw, i. e. to draw from or back, &c. The following are Latin prepofitions ufed in the compofition of the Englifb words,, viz. Ab or abs, ad, ante, cireum, con prom cum, contra, de dis, di, e or ex, enter, extra,in, inter, intro, ob, per, poft, pre, pro, pretor, re, retro, fe fub, fubter, ftiper, trans. Ab or abs. Signifiesjf/ow, and denotes feparation or parting; as, to ab-ftain, ro ab-olifh, to ab-dicate, &c. Ad. Signifies to or at, as, ad-vocate, ad-verb, ad-vent^ ad-jacent, &c. Ante. Signifies bejore, as ante cedent, i. e. the fore- going word ; to ante-date, i. e. to date it before, Sic. Circus//. Signifies about, as circum locution, i. e. a roundabout way of fpeaking ; circum-vallatton,. i. e. a ditching about, &c. Con. from cum. Signifies with or together, as convo- cation, i. :■ a calling or meeting together ; col loquy, i. e,. a talking with or together. Contra. Denotes opposition and contrariety, and fig- nifies againft, as, to contra-ditft, i. e. to gainfay or fpeak againft, or contrary to a perf'on, &c. De^ Signifies a kind of motion from; ai deftle, i. e. a filing off or from; to de-catnp; i, e. to move the camp eff, or from, &c. DM 
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Dis. Signifies difference, feparation, or diverfity, and every where gives a fignification contrary to the word it is compounded with; as dij-agree, that is, not to a- gree ; dif believe, that is, not to believe ; dtf-advantage, that is, no advantage, &c. Di. Has hardly any other ufe than the extending or ftretching out the feni'e of the word it is compounded with ; as, to di-redi, to di-minifh, &c. E. or ex. Signifies out, as e-veut, that is, the falling out; to e-jedi, that is, to cafi out ; to ex-clude, that is, to ihut out; to ex-tinguiih, that is, to put out, &c. Enter. Contes from the French entre, and that from the Latin inter, that is, between. Extra. Signifies beyond, over and above, as extra-va- gant, that is beyond bounds ; extra-ordinary, that is be- yond what is ordinary, &c. Inter. Signifies between, as to inter-vene, that is, ta come between ; inter-val, that is, the ipace between. Intro. Signifies •within, as to in-troduce, that is, to- lead, or bring into, &c, Ob. Signifies again]}, as ob-Jlacle that is, what {lands in the way, or againff, &c. Per. Signifies through, and denotes excellency or ex- cefs, as per-ft ft, thai is thoroughly done ; perforate, that is,-to pierce through, &c. Poft. Signifies ajter,_ as poft-icript, that is, written after ; a poft-humous work, that is, a work publiflied alter the amtu r’s death •, Pre. Signifies before^ as to pre-meditate, that is, to think of, or meditate before, &c. Pro. Signifies for or j or th; but it has alfo a great ma- ny other lenfes; as to profels, proteft, pronounce, &c. Preter. Signifies again]}, 2l& preter-naturaJ, that is, a- gainll nature. i?e. Signifies tfgvti/r, and generally implies a repeated 

aftion ; as to re-peat, that is, to lay over again ; to re- bpfe, that is, to fall ill,again; to re-turn, that is, to come again, &c. Retro. Backwards, as retro-grade motion, that is, a going backwards. &. Signifies as fectue, that is without care, &c. Sub; 
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Sub. Signifies under, as to fub-fcribe, that is, to write under ; to f'ub-tra£t, that is to draw under, &c. Sukter. Signifies under, as fubtcr-ftuoui, that is, flow- 

ing under, &c. Super. Signifies upon, oner or above, as fuper-fcrip- tion, that,is, the Writing upon a letter; fuper-fluous, that is, over and above what it might be. Trans. Signifies over or beyond, as to tranf-port, that is, to carry over ; to tranf-grefs, that is, to go beyond. And it fignifies in a great many Words, the moving from one place to another, as to tranf-plant, to tranf-pofe, tranf-migration, &c. In other words, it denotes the changing of one thing into another, as, to tranf-form, to tranf-figure, tran-fubffantiation, &c. There are feveral Greek prepOfitions ufed in the com- pofition of Englifh words, as A, apipbi, anti, hyper, hy- po, meta, peri, fyn. A. Signifies not, as anonymous, that is, without or not having a name ; anarchy, that is, without government. Amphi. Signifies on every Jide. Anti. Signifies againft, as Anti Ghrift, that is, one who is in oppofitien to or againft Chrift ; anta-gonift, that is, one who is againft you. Hyper. over and above. Hypo. Signifies under. Meta. Signifies the fame, as trans, that is, beyond or tlfe denotes the changing one thing into ano ther ; as meta-phor ; meta iporphofis, that is, transformation. Peri. Sign fies under. Syn. Signifies -with or together, as fyn-od, that is, a convocation, or meeting together ; fyn tax, that is, con- ftrndtion, or the right placing of words together in i'en- tences. 
N. B. The prepofit'on con has often « left out, as, co- eternal for con-eternal; and ftrmetimes the n is changed into /, as colloquy, for con loquy. 

Further rules for truefveiling, in-which cbferve there are fame letters that mujl be wrote in words, according to the right jpelling, and yet are not pronounced in fpeaking. 
Rule I.' I HERE are feveral letters in words which are X not pronounced, and yet muft be wrote, becaule 
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fcecaufe mod of thefe'words are of foreign derivation: as, 

1. a is written, but not pronounced, in Pbaraob, marriage, parliament. 2. i is written, but not pronoun- ced, in evil, devil, venifon, Salilbury. 5. a is written but not pronounced, in Nicholas, carrion, chariot. 4 » is written, but not pronounced, in intituled, guild, guile, guide, gueft, difguife, guard, guardian, plague, league, catalogue, decalogue, fynagogut, epilogue, &c. 5. b is written, but not pronounced, in debtor, doubt, dumb, plumb, lamb, thumb, comb, womb, tomb, bomb. 6. c is written but nut pronounced in victuals, indidt- ment, perfedi, Ichifm. 7. d is written, but not pronoun- . ced, in Wednefday. 8. £ is written, but not pronounced, in deign, reign, feign, foreign, iign, fovereign, aflign, delign, relign, conlign, enfign, compaign, &c. 9. h is written, but not pronounced, in honour, hour, herb, heir, honell, humour, hoft, ailhma, John, Thomas, fcho- lar, fchool, icholaftic, fcheme, gherkins, gheft, Rhodes, Rhine, Rhone, rhapfody, rheum, rheumatic, rheuma- tifm, exhaull, exhort, Rhadamanthus, rhetoric, rheto- 
rician, rhetorical, rhetoricate, rhetorians, rhetoricatrons, rhinoceros, rhyptic, rhyparographer, fepUkhre, ch:tfaO ter, chemift, chemifirys, chemical, Chryfoftom, chry- fom, chronology, chronologios, chronological, chrono- logift, chronologer, chronogram, chronic ! s, chronical, chromatics, chromatifm, Chrill, Chriitian, Chriftmas, Chriftianity, Chriitendom,- Chriftcpher, chimera, chi- merical, chirurgeon, chaos, catarrh, catechil’m, cate- chize, catechtlt, and others of Greek origin ; as alfo at the end of all Hebrew words, as Jeremiah, Hezekiah, Nehemiah, &c. to. / is wtitten, but not pronounced, in Briftol, Lincoln, Holbdrne. written^ but not pronounced, in the words aulurnn, column, condemn, hymn, damn, cohtemh, folemn, miln, kiln. 12. /> is writ- ten, but not pronounced, in pfahn, receipt, fymptom, fumptuous. The word accoriipt is read account. Vi. f is written, but not pronounced, in ifle, illand, Carlillc, vilcount. 

Rule 2. All wards fhould be fptlt accordifig to their ci iginal; as complete, replete, extreme, not compleat, &c> 
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&c. reflexion, connexion, defluxion, complexion, inflex- ion ; not reflection, &c. 

Pule 3. All words that end with the found of the half vowel /, though they might feem to be exprelfed by 4 yet they are always to be marked with It, as damna- ble, Humble, humble, acceptable, pickle, fickle, idle, bridle, fcufile, truffle, bogle, ogle, inveigle, ample, tram- ple, little, bottle, &c. not damnabil, ftumbil, &c. Ex- cept from this rule, evil, devil, until, inftil, council, an- vil, peril, fulfil. 
' Ruk All words which end with the hard found ©fjf, have always u marked after it, as, Hague, plague, rogue, league, vogue, Prague, colleague, catalogue, de- calogue, prologue, fatigue, i’ynagogue, &c. Except a few monofyllables, as, dig, dog, dug, bag, beg, big, bog, bug, wig, pig, twig, plug, hag, hog, hug, drug, flag, Wag, frog, tug, mug ; all which are eafily diflinguiih- ed ; as are alfo thefe words which end with the ring- ing fonnd of ang ing ing ung; though g at the end of fuch words is not heard, for we pronounce accordin, affirrnin, for according, affirming, fo dancin, playin, fmgin, fightin, "for dancing, &c. Cut although tongue, and harangue end with a ringing found, they have ue after g. 
Rule 5. When the found of j or foft^ comes at the 

end of a word, it is always exprefl’ed by ge, or edge, a', page, rage, baggage, knowledge, pledge, wedge, hedge, &c. though the d in pedgt, See. is iuperfluous, and feems to have been put in to ihorten the found. 
Rule 6. Thefe words marked with que the end, as, barque, pique, antique, publique, oblique, relique, is the French way of writing, who ufe q becaufe they have nor k, but the genius of our. language requires them to be marked with ek if tnonofyllables, as, back, pick, and will) c only, if more than one fyllable, as, antic, republic, public, &c K is a very ufelefs and fu- perfluous letter after c, and Ihould not be wrote at the end of words exceeding one fyllable, c being always bard when it ends either a lyilable, or word; as, arith- 

•meticj 
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metic, logic, mathematics, Frederic, phyfic, fcholaftic, prophetic, rullic, mullc, &c. 

Rule 7. The letter / is always doubled at the end of monofyllables, as, ball, bell, bill, boll, bull, fell, tell, well, &c. But if a diphthong goes beiore it, it is not doubled, as, foul, feel, fool, &c. Nor is it ever doubled in words of more than one fyllable, as, faithful, fulfil, plentiful, excel, &c. 
Rule 8. When a word of the Tingle number ends with j1, it is changed into ies in the plural; as, <k\. Ikies ; cry, cries; ly, lies ; py, pies; herefy, herelies ; cherry, cherries ; entry, entries ; city, cities, &c. and not Ikys, crys, citys. 
Rule 9. When words of the Tingle number end in / or /(?, theJ or ft are changed into vej in the plural number; as, calf, calves; half, halves; knife, knives; leaf, leaves; (helf, fhelves ; felf, felves ; thief, thieves; wife, wives ; wolf, wolves; except hoof, roof, grief, dwarf, mifchief, handkerchief, relief, are words which end with f, whofe plurals are made by adding only s to the fmgular; as hoof, hoofs; roof, roofs; grief, griefs; muff, muffs ; ruff, ruffs; &c. But ftaff, although it ends with j}\ makes ffaves in the piural. 
Rule to All words which end with the found of ance, tnce. i ce, uucc, though they might lieem to be wiote with nfe, yet are always to be wrote with nee ; as coun- tenance, abundance, defence, audience, prince, convince, trounce, dance, See.'except only fenlc, denfe, difpenfe, immenfi?, imenfe, propenle, incenfe. 
Rule 11. The found of fe at the end of words is always marked cy ; as, advertency, contiger.cy, demo- cracy,delicacy, defpondency, excellency, exigency, obfti- na.&c Except from this rule controveriy, apoftaty, com ely, the'y, palfy, gipfy, epilepfy, herefy, hypocrify, jeahiiuy ; to prophely, though the noun is written pro- phecy 
Rule 12. The found of Jhun, after the vowels a, e, i, 0, and the confonants, c, />, r, is written tion, as oration, petition, devotion, diffolution, infirp&ion, fub. 
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fubfcription, extortion, &c. But after any other confo- nam it is marked ]ion, except contention, invention, at- tention, dilFention, intention, condefcention. But whea to write ti and fi, is one of ^he diificultell taflcs to lay down a rule for. Nothing but diligent obfervatien of the above rule and pradtice can remove it; for moil ytords ending in tion and fiou, are Latin verbals, and are formed ot the firlt lupine ; which if it ends in tujn, then we write ti, if \w.fum, then fi. Obferve farther, that the long and fhort founds of the vowels are marked with their fimple characters, «, e, i, o, u, in all the additional begintiings and endings; but that thefe Angle vowels never end words with their fimple or naked charadter, a, e, /, o, u. As, 1. A never ends an Englijk word ; for when a word ends with its long found, it is exprtffed by ay, as, day, may, fay, delay, &c. And if a word ends with its broad found it is marked with aiu, as, faw, law, draw, &c. 2. E is never founded at the end of an Englijh word, except in the article the, which is written with 
a Angle e, to diftinguilh it from the pronoun thee ; for when its found comes at the end of a word, it is always exprelfed by ea, as, fea, plea, tea, &c. or by ee, as, free, tree, agree, &c. 5. 1 ends no Englifh word, without e after it, as, bulie, herefie, not bufi heref, &c. But all luch words are better fpelt. with/. thbs, L>ufy, herefy, &c. 4. 0 never ends an Englilh word, except thefe few, go, lo, fo, to, no, two, who, wq, do, undo, whofo, alfo; the found, of 0 at the end of words being generally ex- prefled by cw, as, know, follow, below, Inow, &c. ex- cept in foe, toe, doe, roe, floe. f. No Englillt word ends with u, except thou, you, lieu, and adieu; rite found of « being generally ex- preffed by ew, or ue, as nephew, few, dew, &c. ague, true, avenue, &c. J" as a vowel ends words for A, as, for herefie, bufie, &c. write herefy, buly. 

Of 
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Of Diphthongs, 
THE diphthongs «/, ei, ui, an, eu, ou, obferve, are ne- ver wrote at the eutls of words As. 1. Ay, is always wrote at the end of words for at, as, day, pay, delay. See. t. Ey \i always wrote at the end of words for ei, as, whey grey, they, See 3. ©>’ is always wrote for oi, as, boy, toy. Troy, joy, &c. 4. Uy is always wrote for ui, as, buy, Guy, See. 5. Aw is always wrote for au, 0.1, faw. gnaw, withdraw. Sec. 6. Ew for eu, as, dew, few, new, knew Sec. 7. Ow for ou, as, know, how,Jlow, blew, Sec. 

Now as for the confonants their founds may be faid to be invariable in all words, except c and g, which are treat- ed of already. All to be obierved is, that when the flref* of .he pronounciation lies on the confonams b, c, d, f, g, l, m, n, p r 1 t z, that they are always to be doubled j as, fcahbard. where the ilrefs lies upon the b\ fo like wife corn* mit where the Urefs of the voice Hes upon m. But ano- tht r way to know when thefe onfonants fhould be doub- led i to obferve if the vowel bp 'nort before it; and if fo, then it nnilt be doubled; as in fcabbard where the a before b is fhort; and in commit- where the 0 is fhort before me for if I hear the found of the vowel to be long, there I put in ' ik o- e confomnt And this is a general rule, that a vowel before two confonants is Ihorc. I now think, by the above rules, any difficulty in fpel- linp the generality of words that has occurred to me, is removed : for the fcholar being truly taught the various founds of vowels and confoaants botli (ingle and double, no- thing being a greater help to true fpelling, will not fail by pronounci ition of ny number of letters to the ear, to give tircir proper chara&ers in writing. 
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Of flops or points, and marks or notes. 

J\ 5 in fpeech or difcourfe there are often feveral motions made by different parts of the body, in order to excite attention, and traniinit a more clear and perfect idea to the hearer, of the meaning and intention of the fpeak* er, fo writing being the very image of fpeech, there are feveral points or marks made life of in it, not only to mark the diltance of time in pronouncing, but alfo to pre- vt nt joy confnfion cr ohfcurity in the fenfe of the writer, whereby it may the more readily be dillingui(lied and com- pidiended by the reader. There art four points or (tops confidered as intervals in reading, viz. comma, femicolon, colon, period, or full flop. The Comma, marked thus (,), is the fiiorteft paufe, and diPinguiflies the conjunft members cf fentences, as, “ O fing unto the Lord, for he is merciful, and long-fuffering, flow ‘• to wrath, aboundingin goodnefsand truth.” ftalfotiif- tinguiflies nouns, verbs, and adverbs, as, “ The enemy 41 fouglit with guns; fwords, fpears, &c That rogue fwears, 4t lies, fteals, &c Sooner or later he mult be hanged.” A Semicolon, marked thus (;is a paufe fomewhat longer than a comma. .This point ought to be made in the fubdi« vilion r f the members of a fentence; “ As the ihadow moves, “ and we do not perceive itor, “ as the tree grows, “ and we do nor apprehend it; fo man,” &c. It is alfo ufed in difthiguifliing nouns of a contrary fignification ; as, “ things public; things private ; things facred and pro- 
A Colon, marked thus {:), is ufed when the fenfe is per- fe£t, but the fentence not ended ; as, “If the enemy ad- ,4‘ vances, I command you to give battle: If not, march 41 tir?.ight to the city.” It is generally ufed before a com- parative conjunction in a iimiliuide; and alfo if the period ruii> out pretty long. A Period, marked thus (.), is the greatefl patife, and is made when, the fentence is completely ended ; as, “ Learn- “ ing makes life fweet, and produces pleafure, tranquillity, “ glorv, and praile.’’ An Erotofis, or Point of Interrogation, marked thus (?), is made when ' queltion is afked ; a?,' “ Does he {till conti- “ nue obiviuate ? Will he never repent ?” Fophondis, or Point of Kxclam -tion, Admiration, or Wonder, masked thus (!), is a direction for railing the tone or voice i pon Come vt hement paffion being exprefled ; as, “ O that villain! O wretched man!” The 
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The marks and notes to be met with in reading are, 

1. ^n Apoflrophe, marked thus (’), is ufed to abbreviate or fliorten a word- 
2. A Caret, thus (a), placed where fome word is left out in writing, and put over it. This is alfo called a circum- flex. when placed over fome vowel of a word, to denote 3 long fyllable, as, Euphrates. 
3. An Hyphen, thus (-), ufed in joining the fyllables of words, and compounding words together. 
4- An Accent, thus (e), being placed over a vowel, notes that the tone or llrefs of tile voice in pronouncing is upon that lyllable. 

Breve, ( u ), is a crooked mark over a vowel, and denotes that it is founded quick. 
6. Diaercfis, thus (••), is two points placed over two vowels that would otherwife make a diphthong, and parts them mto two fyllables. 
7- Parenthefis, thus (), ferves to illuflrate a fentence; and may be left out, and yet the fenfe remain perfect. 
8. A P rjgraph, thus (1), placed at the beginning of a new difeourfe, and denotes what is contained in a fentence or period. 
9. A quotation, thus (“), to fignify the words fo mark- ' | ed are tranlcribed from the writings of another in his own ; words. 
10. An Index (ICT*). ferves tb point out fomething re- markable. 
it. A Seflion, thus (§), is the divifion of a difeourfe, or chapter, into lefler parts or portions. 
>2. An Afterifm, thus (*j, an Obelifk (f), and Parallel ,(!1)> with letters of the alphabet, ligures. Sec. refer to the ijjaargin, or bottom of the page. 
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Of Capitals, or great letters. 
*• T ft proper names of perfons, places, Teas, rivers, JL-rf (hips, winds, months,&c. be dillinguiihed by begin- ning with capital letters. 

a- It is become cuftomary to begin any fubflantive in a Sentence with a capita), if it bears fome conlkierable ft refs ef the author’s fenfe upon it, to make it the more remark- able. 
3. Let the firfl word of every epiflle, book, note, verfe, kill, &c. begin with a capital. 
4. If any notable faying, or pafliige of an author, be quot- ed in his own words, it begins with a capital, though it be ■ot immediately after a full flop. 
j. Write nor a capital in the middle of a word among fmall letters, except in anagrams. 
6. Sometimes capitals are ufed in whole words and fen- tence?, when fomething extraordinary great is exprefled ; as, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. BABYLON IS FALLEN. 

Of Etymology. 
ETymoIogy, as before obferved, treats of.the k:nds of words, alfo their derivation, change, analogy, or like- ■efs to one another. 

Of the right parts of Speech. 
EVery word being confidered as a part of our fpeech, or difcomfe, we reckon up eight forts of words of different nature, which we call eight parts of fpeech. Their names are. Noun. Pronoun, Verb. Participle, Adverb, Con- junction Prepofition, Interjection. Speech is fpeaking, or difcourfe. By eight parts of fpeech, are meant eight furts of words which are ufed in dif- courfe. 
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conrfe. And though there are tkoufands of words in the Englifli language, yet there are but eight forts ; for every word we life in fpeaking is either a noun, or an adjec- tive ; which is a word that fignifies the quality or man- ner of a thing, or pronoun; or a verb, or a participle, or an adverb, or a conjunction, or a prepefition, or an inter- jeftion. 

The parts of fpeech are the fame in Englifh as in Latin; and in all other languages as well as Latin : for th t which, is a noun in Englifh, is a noun in the Latin, Greek, He- brew, French, &c. languages. 

0] a Noun. 
A noun is the name of a thing that may be perceived either by the fenfes or underftanding ; which conveying fome certain idea or image to the mind, they want not the help of any other word to make us underhand them ; and it is either fubftantive, or adjeftive. So that what- ever can be heard, feen, fmclt, tailed, felt, or undcrftood, is a nonh. And a noun fubllantive is" the thing itfelf; as, “ a man, a boy, a dog.” and the adjective is a word that exprefles the qualities or properties of a thing ; as, “ rich, poor, wife, foolifh, great, final!, &c.” For if one fays, “ I fee a rich. I fee a poor, I fee a wife, I fee a fool- “ ifh,” in thefe fayings there is no fenfe, nor do i under- ftnnd the meaning of them ; but it requires that a fubftan- tive be added to each adjeclive to make fenfe ; as, ‘ I fee a “ rich man, I fee a poor boy, I fee a wife dog, I fee a fool- “ ifli woman.” 

■Of Numbers. 
Number is the diftin&ion of one for many. There dr* two numbers, the Angular, and the plural. The Angular number is ufed when we fpea’c of one lingle thing; as, “a ” boy, a dog, a tree.”. The plural number is ufed when we fpeak of more things than one ; “ as, boys, dogs, trees.” The plural number is commonly made by adding s to the Angular; as, 4 ‘ boy, boys ; dog, dog, ; tree, trees.” But when the Angular number ends in eh, Jh, ft, or x, then the protionnciation requires that es be added to the Angular; a?, *4 church, churches; brufh. brudies; witnefs, witnefleS j M box, boxes.” but if the Angular number ends in fet ze, ce. 
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or in g pronounced foft then the s that is sdded cannot be heard in the found, ex ept it makes another entire fyl- lable, as fiarfe in the Angular has but one fylhble, hor-fes in the plur.il two ; breeze one, bree-zes two : face one/fa- cet two; age one, a-get two. Words that end \nf or fey do, for their better founding, make their plural, by chan~ gingyand/e into Wi, as, 

Sing. Plur. Calf ") f Calves Half | „ Halves Knife 1 V ! Knives Leaf . e ■ Leaves Loaf “ | Loaves Sheaf J (. Sheaves 

Sing. Plur. Self T f Selves Thief I « f Thieves Wife i ^ j Wives Shelf ? | 1 Shelves Wolf I c | Wolves 
J l 

Though not always ; for thefe words following, with feve*- ral others, follow the general rule of /, as, “hoof hoofs j “ roof, roofs; grief, griefs; dwarf dwarfs;” fo likevvife “ mifchief, handkerchief, relief,” make their plurafl by ad- ding s; and alfo words ending in jf, as, “ muff, ruff, cuff “ fnuff, fluff, puff; but fi iff, although it ends in jf, makes Jlaves in tiie plural. Some words make their plural by adding en, as, “ child, children ; brother, brethren, or 4‘ brothers ; man, men ; woman, women ; ox, oxen ;” chicken is rot plural, for we fay chickens, not chicks; lin- gular chicken. Some words form their plural otherwife than by adding-!, es, or en to the lingular, and are therefore irregular; as, 
Sing. pe Monfe Loufe Goofe 

Sing. Penny T Tooth C Foot V. Sow 
makes 

Plur. Pence Teeth Feet Swine 
And fome words are ufed alike in both numbers, as “ deer, “ horfe, fliecp, &c. And fome words have no Angular number, as “ aflies. bowels, bellows, breeches, entrails, “ lungs, fciffars. fnufiers, fti.mks. tongs, wages.” And many words have no plural number, as the names of men and . women, cities, countries, mountains, rivers, &c. The name- of virtues, vices, metals, corns, except fer/w, which ; makes beans; an&l pea. peas} the names of molt herbs ; ■ and alfo the words ‘‘ ale, beer, bread, butter, honey, milk,” with many others, want the plural number. Note, That the adjectives have no difference of numbers; for as we f*y a good ’ 
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a good man in the fingular, fo tve fay goad men in the plu- ral. 

Of the Genitive Cafe% 

THF. F.nglifh have but one cafe, that is the genitive, which ends in the fingular and plural in s or e/, if the pronounciation requires it: as “ Virgil's .®neid, or the “ ^neid of V irgil; Milton's poems, or the poems of Mil- “ ton ; Buchanan’s pfalms, or the pfalms of Buchanan; “ man’s breath, or the breath of man ; the church’s peace, “ or the peace of the church. 

Of Gender. 
THE Englilh properly have no genders; and as we have one great advantage above all others, in being freed from the trouble of variety of cafes by the reafa* that the nouns have no variety of endings ; fo like wife our having no difference of genders is an advantage ftrfl as great as the former : all languages, both ancient and modern, ad- mitting of difference in gender, in their nouns, except the Englifh and Chinefe languages. By Gender is meant the dihinftion of fex, or the differ- ence between male and female- We have four ways of diftinguifhing two genders of the male and female Tex. i. When we would exprefs the difference of fex we do it (after the fame manner as we diftinguifli the ages and other accidents) by different words. 

Mala. Batchelor, Boar, Boy, Bull, Bullock, Cock, Dog, Drake, Drone, Father, Friar, Gander, 

So in relation of perfons. 
female. Maid, Virgin. Sow. Girl. Cow. H ifer. Hen. Bitch. Duck. Bee. Mother. Nun- Goofe, 

Male. Bridegroom, . Brother, Buck, Man, Mafter, Milter, Nephew, ! Ram, Sloven, Son, 

Female. Bride. Siller. Doe. W oman. D::me. Spawner. Niece. Ewe. Slut. Daughter. Hind. Aunt- Mak. 
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Malt. Horfe, Hufband, King, Lad, Lord, 

Female. Mare. Wife. Queen. Lai's. Lady. 

Male, Widower, Wizzard, Whore- monger, 

Female, Widow, Witch. Whore, #r Strumpet. 

2- But when there are two different words to exprefit both fexes, or when both fexes are comprehended under one word, then we add another word to it to diliinguifh the fex; as, “ a male child, a female child, a he goat-,” for the male j “ a Ihe goat,” for the female. 
3. We fometimes add another ftibftantive to the word to diftingnilh the fex ; as, “ a nun-fervant, a maid-fervant, a “ cock-fparrow, a hen-fparrow,” 
4, There areltkewife feveral words which diftinguiih the female from the male fex by adding eft; as, ^ 
Male. Abbot Aftor, Adulterer, Ambaffidor, Baron, Count, Deacon, Duke, Eleftor, Emperor, Governor, Heir, Hunter, 

Female, Abbefs. Aftrefs. Adultrefs. Ambafl'idreff. B ronef. Countefs. Deaconefs. Duchefs. Elearefs. 

Male. Jew, Lion, Marqu Mailtr Puron Prince Prior, 
Prophet, Shepherd, Tutor, V ifcount. 

Female. Jewefs. Lionefs. Marchionefs, Miftrefs. Patronefs. Princefs. Priorefs. Poetefs. Prophetefs. Shepherdefs. T utrefs. Vifcouhtefs. 

There are two words in ix, “ adminiflrator, ndminiftra- “trix; executor, executrix.” Note, Thst the common and ordinary words we ufe to txprefs the difference of fex,by, are he and flie. When we fpeak of the male fex. vve ufe the word he ; and when we fpeak of the fern tie fcx. we life the word Jlie ; but when we fpeak of a thing that is neither of the male nor female fex, without life, we ufe the word it. 
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Of the Articles. 
AN article is a word or fyllable fet before a fubftatrive for the more'particular expreffing of it ; as a book. that is, “fome book or other;” the man, th.t is, “ tome " certain man fpoke of before.” There are only two arti- cles in the EngliHi language, a and the i and thefe are really adjeftives, and are "t-a tut lame manner as other is wrote before a word beginning wi.h a confonant ; but wften the fubftantive begins with a vowel, or h: if the h be not founded, then we write an initead of a ; as, “ an afs, an eye, an hour, an hoft, an heir hut “ a hare, a hand,” &c. bee infe the h is founded. A is an article of number, and fignilies as much as one. and is put for it; as, “a man, i. e. one man ; an hour, »• e one “ hour Or, an denotes or fignifies the applying a gene- ral wold to fome one particular perfon or thing in a T.rge fenfe. not telling what particular perfon or tiling you me. n; as, Idlertefs is a fhatne ; Diligence is a praifeand is therefore fet only before words of the lingular nmaher. yfo-is a demontlrative article becanfe it ihows what par- ticul r perfon or thing yon me. n in iking or writing. The is wrote before the lingular and plur 1 number ; as 41 the man, the men the af, ^he ‘ffes.” Note, That the articles are not wrote before the proper names of men, women, kingdom?, cities, nor the particular names of vir- tu . vices, metals, coins, herbs, except for diHinflion’s fake ; as, tie is aSeyrnour. or Hie is a Sidney ; i. e- ‘ ;one' “ whofe name is Seymour, er Sidney ” Proper names of 11 ips, rivers, &c have frequently the article the before them, when fome fubliantive is underftood; as “the Rhine, “ the Clyde the Thames the Terrible ; /. e. the (hip *‘ c-ded Terrible He was drowned in the Thame', in the 44 Rhine ; i- e. in the river Thames, in the river Rhine.” 

Of the Comparifon of Adjedhves. 
/^Omparifon is the altering the fignification of a word into more or lefs degrees, whereby we fee that one thing is bright, another brighter^ and a third is brighteji. And only adjectives are cqmpjred ; they being only capa- ble 
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ble of having their fignifications increafed or diminifned. Tiiere are three degree- of comparifoti . the pofitive, the compar-tive, and the fuperlative. The pofitive degree is the adjeftive itfelf frniply, without any iikenefs or compa- rifon us/oft, hard, great The comparative heightens or leffens the polttive in fignification. The fuperlative heigh- ten-- or 1 rife ns the quality to a very high or very, low de- gree. Note, The politive. pi operly (peaking, is no degree of comparifon ; for it doth not compare things together; however, it is accounted one, becaufe the other two are frmrwW ■-o"", '■■yi fomn/yi from it. The comparative de- gree v for med of the pohtive, by adding rue <>u.Up jf it end^ with a confonant, or the letter r only if the poli- tiveendsine; as, " foft fofter ; wife, wifer;” and it is like wife known by the fign more before the pofitive, as fofter ov more foft; wifer or more wife. The fuperlative degree is formed of the pofitive, by adding the fyilable efh, if it ends with a confonant, or the letters y?, if the pofitive ends with an e ; as brigktefl. wifeft. It is likewife known by the figns mofl, very, or exceeding. There are feme adjeftives which are not compared ac- cording to the foregoing rules; and therefore irregular; as, 

Pop Com- Super. good better belt. 
etd.^ } worfer7lW°rft- 

before, former, fi-ft. 

P»f. Com. Super. 
Uule’ 

v °r ^ more, njoft. many, 5 
Note, Tbtt fome adverbs are alfo compared ; as “ up, “ upper, uppermofl ; above, over, overmoft behind, hin- der, hindermoft; henetth, nether, neihermott oft, oft- “ ner, ofteneU,” &c. All adjeftive- cannot he comp ;red, becaufe tlieir fignification doe- not admit of incre ft ; as, “ all, every, one any etch, foiue,’’ &c And it w auld not be good J-.nglilh to fay more wifer, m ' mold wifeft S for ve oug.n to fiy wifer, or more wife; wifeft, or moft w 'e ; for more w/'e . ould iignify <■= innch more more wifei anc moft w'jeft, as much as moft moft wife. Fair, fairer faireft, are the three degrees of compari- fon ; fair is of the pofitive degree, becaufe it fignifies the penon to be iiniply fo, without comparing turn to any o- ther perfon: for if 1 fay, Anne is fair, tint does not gain- fay bur that Sarah may be as lair : Fairer or wore fair, ar& of the comparative degree; becaufe when I make a com- parifon between Anne and Sarah, I find that Anne is f>ir, 
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b'ti* that Sarah is fairer or more fair; that is exceeding Anne in beauty. Faireji, or moft fair, are of the lupt-da- tive ; becaufe when 1 make a coniparifori between Anne, Sarah, and Mary, ! perceive that inne s fair, bin that Sarah is fairer, or more f ir, and . h it Mary is faireji or moft fair oi euhei ne or S.,rah j dm is, Mary exceeca them both in the highejl degree of beauty. 

Of the Derivation of the Parts of Speech. 
ALL words whatfoever are either primitive or deriva. live, finiple or compound, a primitive or Ample word is fueh as is not formed of any oiher; as man, good, hope, kind, A derivative word is a primitive or ii pie word, with the addition of a fyllable or fyllables, to the fame; fuch as. 
able; agree, agree-able. alj herb, herbal, anee; perform perform.ance. ary ; tribute, tribu.ury ate; fortune, form.nate. eth; hear, hear.eth. ing ; fpend, fpend ing. i(h;' fool, fool ilh. ifra; atheift, athe.ifm. ift; art, art ill. ize; civil, civilize. 

A compound word is formed of two or more Ample words; as fdver fmith, wheel-wright, &c. or of • Ample wo. d, and a prepoii ion fet betore it, as, dif-pleafe, con- form, wi fit, a-dapt, <&c. No e 1 from any lubftantive, or adjeftive, put For a fuofiantive (in the lingular number) is formed the genitive c,.fe by adding (r.) iNote 2. .-lubitancives, anil fometimes ,adje£lives, and al- fo the mher parts of fpeech, become verbs; the vowel be.ng alw 'ys fumded long, and the confonant foftened ; as from Houfe come:, to houfe; from Graf;, to graze ; from Brafs. to braze; from Breath, to breathe &c. Verbs are den.- : iroin adjectives by .aiding tn, as from ride comes riiden; f-om white, whiten; from fall, fafien; from black, b ackeu, &C. '> e , 1 i from verb are derived the aftive partici- ple, that ends always in ing, and the palEve that ends in 
ed 

ed ; love, lov ed, en; hard, hard.en. er; give, giv.er. efs ; count, count.efs« eft; read, read eft. lefs; blame, blame, lefs, ly ; bold, bold.ly. nefs; cold, coid.nefs. oils; fame, famous, ty; craft, craf.ty. 
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ed or en} as loving, loved; giviag, give:; from whirf* vtrbs, by adding er to the prefent fenfe, t<»oie ; fuii n- tivc fignifying the agent; as from l.ive, comes lover ; from hear comes the noun hearer ; from play, comes player, tec- and thefe fort of nouns are called verbal nouns. Note 4. By adding y to fubu ntives, are formed adjec- tive of plenty; as from we irh, comes the acje&ive weal- thy i from filth, comes filthy; from loufe, comes loufy; tec By adding the termination/a/ to fubttantiyes, are al ' formed adjectives denoting fulnef as from joy, comes joyful; fruit, fruitful; health, healthful-, tec So Ifo by adding/owe to fubltamwes are formed adjectives fignify- ing fulnefs ; as, burden, burdenfome ; whole, wholejome, tec- So from fubdantives come alfo adjeCtives denoting lik- tief, by adding the ending ly; as from earth, comes earthly; man, manly ; heaven, heavenly, tec. Note$. By adding the termination -lefs to fijbffmtives are formed adjective: fignifving want •, as cart, carelefs; wit, witlefs; worth, worthlejs, tec. Some adjectives, which fignify the m ter out uf .hi any thing is m de are formed" by add i ., en ' • rh, f .blfru ives ; •• c .nh, earthen ; brafe, brazen ; gold, golden ; afli, afhen ; oak, taken, tec- 

THE 
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1NTROD aCTIONt 

CONTAINING 

Some General Directions for writing Letters, and 
how to addrefs perfons of diftinftion in writing 
or difcouii'e, &c* 

Epistolary writing, by whkh a great part of 
i the commerce of human life is carried on, was efteemed by the Romans a liberal and polite accom- plilhment ; and Cicero, the father of eloquence, and 

matter of ftyle, fpeakt with great pleafure in his epiftles to Auicus, of his fun** genius in this particular. A- tnong them, it was undoubtedly a part of their edu- 
cation ; and, in the opinion of Mr Locke, it well de- ferves a fhare in ours. ** The writing letters” ((ays 
this great genius) “ enters fo much into all tlie oc- 
“ callous of life, that no gentleman can avoid fliew- 
“ ing himfelf in competitions of this kind. Occur- “ rences will daily force him to make this ufe of his 
“ pen ; which lays open his breeding, his fenfe, and “ his abilities, tb a feverer examination than any oral 
“ difeourfe.” “ It was a quaint difference,” fays Mr Howel, in one of his epiitles, “ that the ancients made be- 
“ twixt a tetter and an oratim ; the one fliould be attired like a woman, and the other like a man. ‘‘ The oration is allowed large fide-robes, a$ long 

D periodsf 
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“ periods, parenlhcjis, fimiles, examples, and other “ parts of rhetorical fl >uri(hes ; bat a letter fh'ould 
“ be fhort-coated, and clofely couched. In fliort, we fhould write as we fpeak ; and that’s a true 
** familiar letter which exprefFeth our meaning the ** fame as if we were difcourling with the party to <( whom we write, in fuccindl and eafy terms. The t( tongue and pen are both interpreters of the mind; 
“ but the pen the mofl faithful of the two ; and as 

it has alt the advantage of premeditation, it is not 
** fo apt to err, and leave tilings behind on a more authentic as well as lading record.” 

When you fit down to write a letter, remember that this fort of writing fiiould be like conrerfation, 
Obferve this, and you will be no more at a lofs to 
•write, than you will be to fpeak to the perfon were 
he prefent; and this is nature without affi&ation, 
which, generally fpeaking, always pleafes. As to fubje&s, you are allowed in writing letters the ut- 
moft liberty ; whatfoever has been done, or feen, 
or heard, or thought of, your own obfervations on what you know, your inquiries about what you do 
not know, the time, the place, the weather, every 
thing about you flands ready for a fubjed ; and the more variety you imcnnix, if not rudely thrown 
together, the better. Set difcourfes require a dig- 
nity or^formality of ftyle fuiuble to the fubjed • whereas, letter writing rejeds all pomp of words, 
and is moft agreeable when mod familiar. But, 
though lofty phrafes are here improper, the ftyle fhould not be low and mean ; and, to avoid it, let an 
eafy complaifance, an open fmcerity, and unaffeded 
good nature, appear in all you lay ; for a fine letter does not confid in faying line things, but in exprelT- 
ing ordinary ones with elegance and propriety ; fo as 
to pleafe while it informs, and charm even in giving advice. It diould alfo wear an honed, chearful counte- 
nance, like one who truly efteems, and is glad to 
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fee his friend ; and not like a fop, admiring Ms own 
drefs, and feemingly pleafed with nothing but him- felf. 

Exprefs your meaning as freely as poffible. Long periods may pleafe the ear, but they perplex the 
underftanding; a fliort ftyle and plain, ftrikes the mind, and fixes an impreffion ; a tedious one is fel- 
dom clearly umlerftood, and never long remembered. But there is ftill fomething requifite beyond all this, towards the writing a polite and agreeable letter, and that is, an air of good breeding and humanity, 
which ought conftantly to appear in every exprdfion, and that will give a beauty to the whole. By this I 
would not be fuppofed to mean, overftraincd or af- 
fedled compliments, or any thing that way tending; but an eafy, genteel, and obliging manner of addrefs, in a choice of words that bear the moft civil mean- ing-, with a thorough, generous, and good matured 
difpofition. But in familiar letters in the common concerns of life, elegance is not required, nor is it the thing we 
ought to aim at; for, when attempted, the labour 
is often feen, and the end perverted by the very means. Eafe and clearnefs are the only beauties we need to flu ly. 

Never be in pain about familiarity in the ftyle to thofe with whom you are acquainted ; for that very 
pain will make it aukward and Itiff, in fpite of all your 
endeavours to the contrary. Write freely, but not haftily ; let your words drop from ynur pen, as they would from your tongue 
when ipeaking deliberately on a fubjed of which you are matter, and to a perfon with whom you are in- timate. 

Accutlom yourfelf to tjiink juftly, and you will not .^e. at a 1°** to write clearly ; for while there is confufion at the fountain-head, the brook will never be clear. 
D 2 Before- 
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Before you begin to write, think what you are 

gding to write. However unneceffary this caution may feem, I will venture to fay, that ten appear 
ridiculous on paper, through hurry and want of 
thought, for one that is fo through want of under- 
ftanding. 

. A man that begins a fpeech before he is deter- mined what to fay, will undoubtedly find himfelf 
bewildered before he gets to the end ; not in fen- 
tjment only, but in grammar. To avoid this, be- 
fore you begin a fentence, have the whole of it in 
your head, and make u'e of the fird words that 
offer themfelves to exprefs your meaning ; for, be aflured, they are the moft natural, and will, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, (I cannot fey always) beft anfwer 
your purpofe ; for, to lland fearching after expref* fions, breaks in upon the natural didion : and, 
for a word, that perhaps is not a jot more expref- five, you make the whole fentence ftiff and ank* ward. But, of all things, learn to be corred, and. 
never omit a careful perufal of what you have written, which, whoever negleds, mult have many inaccuracies j and thefe are not only a reflediort 
on the writer, but a rudenefs to the perfon to whom 
they are written. Never be afhamed of having found fomething amifs, which you confefs that you 
did, by mending it ; for in that ccnfelfion you cancel the fault, and if you have not time to tran- 
fcribe it, let it pafs ; for a blot is by no means fo bad 
as a blunder ; and, by accuftoming yourfelf to cor- 
red what is amifs, you will be lefs liable to future jniftakes. 

So much for letters in general; as for thofe in trade in particular, I lhall quote a reputable author 
on the fubjed, who, I think, has faid every thing that need be faid upon it, and given examples, where-^ 
by we cannot err, if we do not excel, viz. “ As plainnefs, and a free way of expreflion, is 
«* the beauty and excellence of fpeech, fo an eafy “ coacife 
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,t corcife way of writing is the beft ftyle for tradef- “ men. He that affedb a rumbl.ng bornbaft ftyie, 
“ and fills his letters with compliments and flou- 
“ rifhes, makes a very ridiculous figure in trade ; ** for in fiance, of the following letter, which a “ young tradefman in the country writes up to a 
“ wholefale-dealer iu London, ou his firfi fetting 
« up.” 

SIR, The deft tries having fd appointed it, and my' darkjtars concurring, that /, -who by nature vias form- 
ed for better things, fhouldbeput out to a'irade; and the time of my fervitude being at length expired, I am now 
launched forth into the great ocean of bufenefs. I thought fit to acquaint you, that lajt month 1 received tny fortune, which, by my father’s will, had been due 
two years pa/t, at which time I arrived to man’s efiate, 
end became major ; whereupon I have taken a boufe in 
One of the principal ftreets of ibis town, where I ant entered upon my bujinefs, and hereby let you know that 
I fhall have eccajion for the goods hereafter mentioned, 
which you may fend to me by the carrier. 

This fine flourifn, which the young fiiopkeeper drefled up with much application, and thought it well 
done, put his correfpondent in London into a fit of 
laughing ; who, inltead of fending him directly the goods he wrote for, feht down into the country to 
inquire his charndter. 

The fame tradefman in London by the next poft, 
received the following letter ;from another young Ihoplteeper in the country, on his beginning bufinei's for bimfeif. 

SIR, Being obliged, by my late mafier’s deceafe, 
to enter immediately upon bujinefs, and confequently open my fhop without going to town to furmfh myfelf 
with fuel) goods as ct prefent I want, I have fent you a Jmall order, as underwritten. I hope you will ufe 

©3 me 
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me well, and let the goods he good of the forts, the? T 
cannot be in London to look them out myfelf. 1 have 
inclofed a hill of exchange of J^l. on MeJ). A— and 
B—, and Company, payable to you or to your order, 
at one and twenty days fight. Be pleafd to get it 
accepted; and if the goods amount to more than that 
fum, 1 Jhall, when l have your bill of parcels, fend 
you the remainder. 1 repeat my defire, that you wilt 
fend me the goods well for ted, and well chofen, and as 
cheap as poflible, that 1 may be encouraged to a far. 
ther correfpondence. I am your humble lervant, C. K. 

This was writing like a man that unierflood- 
what he was doing, and fuch a letter could not 
want its proper efftft upon fuch a correfpondent in< 
London. 

in /liort, a tradefman’s letter fhould be plain and concife, and to the purpofe ; no quaint expreflions,. 
no book-phrafes, no floutiflies ; and yet they mult be full and fufficient to exprefs what he means, fo- 
as not to be doubtful, much lefs unintelligible. I 
can by no means approve of ftudied abbreviations, and leaving out the needful copulatives of fpeech in 
trading letters ; they are affe&ed to the laft degree: 
For, in a word, his affefting to be thought a man of- more than ordinary fenfe, by writing extraordinary nonfenfe ; afftaing to be a man of bufmefs, by gi- 
ving orders, and exprefling your meaning in terms- 
which a man of bufinefs may not think himfelf bound by. . , _ „ 

When a tradefman takes an apprentice, the hrlt 
thing he does for him, after he lets him into the counting houfe and his books, and after trufling him 
with his more private bulinefs, is, to let him write letters to his dealers, and correfpond with his friends; 
and this he does in his mafter’s name, fubferibing 
his letter thus : I am> 

For my majter, A. B. and Company, Tour humble fervant, CD. And 
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And beginning thus : 

SIR, Tam ordered by my Mafier, A. B : to ad. 
vife you, that  

Or thus : 
SIR, Thefe are, by my Majter’s order, to give you 

notice  
Orders for goods ought to be very explicit and 

particular, that the dealer may not miftake ; efpe- eially if it be orders from a tradefman to a manu. fafturer, to make or buy goods, either of fuch a quality or pattern ; in which cafe, if the goods 
are made to the colours, and of a marketable goodnefs, and within the time limited, the perfon ordering them cannot refufe to receive them, and 
to make himfelf debtor to the maker. On the contrary, if the goods are not of a marketable 
goodnefs, or not to the patterns, or not fent within 
the time, the maker ought not to expeft they fhould 
be received. 

In regard to the form and fuperfcription of let- ters, efpecially of the politer fort, it may be neceflary' 
to obferve,. That when you write to a perfon of diftin&ion,. 
or gentleman, let it be on gilt paper ; and without fealing the letter itfelf, inclofe it in a cover, which, you are to feal over it, and write the fuperfcription 
thereon. 

Begin your letter about two inches below the top 
of your paper, and leave about an inch margin on the left hand ; and what compliments, or fervices, 
you fend in the letter, infert them rather in the body or contlufion of it than by way of poftfcript, as is too often done ; but is neither fo affl&ionate or polite ; for it not only favours of levity to your friends, but has the appearance of your having al- moft forgot them. 

It is ufual among the polite, to fign *their names 
at a confiderable diftance below the conclufion of 

the: 
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the letter, and thereby leave a larger vacant fpace 
over their names ; which, tho’ cuttomary, I would 
by all means advife you to avoid ; becaufe ’tis put- ting it in the power of any one who has your let- 
ter, to write what he pleafes ov^r your name, and make you in all appearance to have (igned a writing that you would by no means have fet your hand to. 

In diredting your letters to perfons who are well known, *tis heft not to be too particular ; becaufe 
’tis leflening the perfon you diredt to, by fuppofmg him to be obfcure, and not eafily found. 

Whenever you diredt to perfons who are honour- 
able, either by family or office, ’tis more proper, as 
well as polite, to dire# without the title of Efqj 
than with it; for inttance. To the Honourable Mr Arundel; not to the Honourable Peter Arundel, Efq; which would be 
ridiculous. 
^^=^=-gg.=a==;— 

Some farther 
DIRECTIONS and OBSERVATIONS. 

On Epistolary Correspondence. 
I. YJTTHEN you are writing to your fbperior, be not prolix, but let your letter be as 
fhort as the fubjedt, or occalion you write on, will permit ; efpecially fuch wherein favours are requeft- 
ed : and be particularly careful in not omitting any letter belonging to the words you write, as 
I’ve, can't, don’t, Jhou’d, wou’d, See. inftead of / 
have, cannot, do not, Jhould, would, Sec. for fuch contradlions not only appear diiiefpedfful, and too familiar ; but diicover (thofe almoft inlepara- ble companions) ignorance and impudence. Nei- ther be ov?r pompous in your ttyle, but convey 
your thoughts with cafe and perfpicuity, that they 

may 
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may appear as from nature, rather than a vain con- ceit to Ihew your learning ; the former Ihews your 
humilityy the latter your pride. 

2. When you write to your fuperiors, never make a poftfcript : and (if poffible) avoid it in letters to 
your equals; efpecially complimentary poftfcripts to any of the perfons family or relations to whom you write, as it fhews difrefpeft in your negle&ing 
fuch perfons’in the body of your letter : wherefore it is beft to keep up to form, if you write to the an- 
cient, the grave, or the proud ; fuch perfons being mod commonly jealous of difrefpett, and expend to be treated with deference. 

3. When you write to your inferiors, you are 
at liberty to a& as you think, proper as to the laft caution ; and take care that you are not too famili- ar, or free in your ftyle, lelt it fhould make you 
contemptible ; always Irving the proverb in your mind, w'z. Too much familiarity commonly breeds con- 
tempt. 

4. If your letter confifls of feveral paragraphs, be- gin every frelh, or new one, at the fame diliance 
from the left hand margin of the paper, as when you began the fubject of your letter; always remem- bering, as you write on, to make your proper flops, 
otherwife no perfon will be able to come at the fenfe or meaning of your letter ; which neglett very 
often caufes mijlakes and mifunderflandings s and be careful to put a period or full flop at the end of 
every paragraph, thus . 

5. When the fubjedt of your letter is finiflied, conclude it with the fame addrefs as at firft, as Sir ; Madam ; or. May it pleafe your Grace, Lord, 
flip ; Ladyfbip, See. &c. and always fubferibe your name in a larger hand than, the body part of your 
letter. 6. Letters fhould be wrote on Quartot fine gilt 
poflupaper to fuperiors; if to your equals or infe- fciors, you are at your own option to ufe what fort 

OF 
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or fize you pleafe ; but take care never to feal your 
letter with a wafer, unlefs to the latter. 7. When your letter is feaied, you mufl write the 
fuperfcription (if it be to your fuperior, or equal) in the following manner, viz. Write the word To by 
itfelf, as nigh the left hand upper angle, or corner 
of your letter, as is convenient : then begin the title, or name of the perfon, about an inch lower, and al- moft in the middle or center of it, according to the 
length of the perfon’s name, or title ; and write the place of his abode in a line by itfelf at the bottom, 
thus: 

%.■= 
I T° The Right Hon. the 

Earl of Pembroke, 
jit Wilton-Houfe, 

Wilts. 

Proper Directions for addrefiing perfons of 
every rank or denomination, at the begin- 
ing of letters, and the fuperfcriptions. 

Be rinning of letters.. To the King. Sire; or. Sir; or, Moft gracious 
Sovereign .• or, May it pleafe your Majesty. 

To the QjjiLN. Madam ; or MoJlt &c. 
To the Prince of VV ales. Sir ; or, May it pleafe your Royal Highnefs. 
To the Pkincess of Wales. Madam-, ov, May it pleafe your Royal Highnefs. To the Princess Dowager. Ditto. Note. A\\ Sfivereigns fons and daughters, and bro, 

thers and hlters, are entitled to Royal Highnefs. 
And 
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And to the reft of the Royal Family. Highnefs. 
To a Duke. May it pleaje your Grace. 
To a Duchess. Ditto. To a Makqui s, Earl, 1 My Lord: or. May it 

Viscount, Lord. 3 pleaje your Lordjbip. 
To a Marchionefs; an Earl's "l 

r, a }> May it pie afe your 
Ladyjhip. Wife; Vifcountcfs ; or, ; 

Lord’s Wife. j 
To the Archbilhops. May it pleafe your Grace ; or, My Lord. 
To the reft of the bifhops. My Lord; or, May it 

pleafe your Lordjhip. To the reft of the Clergy. Reverend Sir. 
Note. AH younger fons of a Marquis, Earl, Vif. count, and Lord’s fons, are ftyled Honourable, and 

are Efquires. To either of thefe. Sir ; Honoured Sir ; or. May 
it pleafe your Honour. 

Alfo the title of Lady is given to the daughters of 
Dukes, Marquifles, anti Earls; Madam ; or, May it pleafe your Ladyjhip. 

To a member of parliament. May it pleafe your 
Honour. 

To the right honourable the Lord Mayor of Lon- don. My Lord ; or, May it pleafe your Lor djbip. Note. That Generals, Admirals, and Colonels, and sll Field Officers, are Honourable. 
AH other officers, either in the army or navy, have only the title of the commiffion they bear, fet firft on the fuperfeription of the letters ; and at the beginning, Str ; or. Honoured Sir; or. May 

it pleaje your Honour. 
An Arnbafl'ador, May it pleafe your Excellency ; or. Sir. f 
All Privy Counfellcrs, and Judges that are Privy 

Cotiniellort, are Right Honourable\ and the whole Privy Council, taken together, are ftyled, Moft 
Honourable. 

Baronets are Honourable. 
Juftices 
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Juft ices of the Peace, and Mayors, are ftyled. Right 

Worjhipful. 
Likewife Sheriffs of Counties, &c. All Governors under his Majeily are ftyled, ErtceU 

To his MoJI facred Majesty ; or. To the King’s 
Mo ft Excellent Majesty. 

To her Moft facred Majesty ; or, Queen's Moft Excellent Majesty. 
To his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, To her Royal Nighnefs the Prtncejs, &c. 
To her Royal Highnefs the Ptincefs Doviiger of Wales. Sovereigns fons, daughters, brothers and lifters. To 

his or her Royal Highnefs. 
To the reft of the Royal Family. Highnefs. 
To his Grace the Duke of K n. 
To her Grace the Duchr fs of K n. 

To a Msrchionefs. To the Right Honourable the Marchionefs of &c. An Karl or Vifcount’s wife. To the Right Honourable the Countefs o/-—; 
the Vifcountefs of ; To a Lord’s wife. To 
the Right Honourable the Lady , &c. 

To the daughter of a Duke, Marquis, and Earl. To 
the Right Honourable the Lady Ann Finch. 

Note. The wives of Lieutenant-generals, Major- generals, and Brigadier generals, are Honourable. 
Alfo the wives of Vice a d Rear Admirals, Am- baffadors, isc. To the Right Honourable Mrs    
To an Archbifhop. To his Grace the Archbifhop of Canterbury. 
To other bilhops. To the Right Reverend Father in God, John Lord Bifhop of , &c. 

lency. 
Superfcriptions of letters. 

To the Right Honourable the Marquis of—; Earl of—; 
Lord V if count F—h ; the 
Lord H—vj. 

Some 
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Some ncceflary orthographical dircftions for writing 

correflly, and when to ufe capital letters, and when 
not. 

i. T ET the firft word of every book, epiftle, 1. j note, bill, verfe, (whether it be in profe, 
rbjini, or blank verfe,) begin with a capital. 

+. Let proper names of perfons, places, (hips, fi- ver, mountains, things perfonified, 6c. begin with a 
capital; alfo all appellative names of profeflions, 6r. 3. It was formerly underftood ornamental to be- 
gin every fubftantive in a fentence with a capital, if it bore fome confiderabl: llrefs of the. author's fenfe 
upon it, to make it the more remarkable and con- 
fpicuous : but now the common pra&ice is, to begin all common fubftantives with a little letter, which 
adds to the beauty of writing and printing. 

4. None but fubftantives, whether common, pro- per, or perfonal, may begin with a capital, except 
in the beginning, or immediately after a full ftop. 

5. Qualities, affirmation, or participles, mult not begin with a capital, unlefs fuch words begin, or 
come immediately after a period ; then theyJ never fail to begin with a capital. 

6. If any notable faying, or pafiage of an author, be quoted in his own words, it begins with a capi- 
tal, though nbt immediately after a period. 

7. Let not a capital be written in the middle of a 
word among fmall letters. 

8. Where capitals are ufed in whole words and 
fentences, fomething is expreffed extraordinary great. They are alfo ufed in titles of books for ornament’s 
fake. 

9. The pronoun I, and the exclamatiye O, muft be written with a capital. 
10. The letter q is never ufed without the letter u next following. ^ 
11. The long/muft never be inferred immediately 

after the Ihort s} nor at the end of a word. 
E Tin- 



THE COMPLETE 

L E T T E R - W R I T E R. 

PART I. 
Miscellaneous LETTERS on the moft ufe- 

ful and common occafions. 

LETT E R X. 
From a brother at home, to a jificr abroad on & vijit, complaining of her not writing. 

Dear Sifler, IMuft acquaint you how unkind it is taken by every 
body here, that we fo ft Idem hear f rom you j my 

mother, in particular, is not a little ddpieafed, and 
fays you are a very idle girl ; my aunt is of the fame 
opinion ; and none but myfeif endeavours to find ex- 
cufe for you ; but I beg you will give me that trouble 
po more, and, for the ftrufe, take care to defei ve no rebuke, which you may erdily do by writing foon 
and often. You are very fentible. how dear you are 
to us all : think then with yourfelf, whether it be gight to omif giving us the only fatisfadion that ah- 
fence affords to real friends, which is often to hear 
from one another. 

Our belt refpe&s to Mr and Mrs Herbert, and compliments to all friends. 
from your very sffedionate brother, 
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LETTER II. 
The Jifter’s-anfwer. * 

Dear Brother, I Will not' fee about finding excufes, but own my 
fault, and thank you for your kind reproof; and, 

in return, I promife you never to be guilty of the 
like again. 1 write this immediately on the receipt 
of yours, to beg my mamma's pardon, which you, 
I know, can procure; as alfo my aunt’s, on this my promife of amendment. I hope you will continue 
to excufe all my little omifiions; and be aff'ured, I Sin never fo forgetful of myfelf, as to negleft my duty defignedly. I (hall certainly write to mamma 
by next poit :• this is juft a-going, which obliges me to conclude, with my duty to my dear mamma, and 
lincere reflects to all friends. 

Your ever affettionate After, 
M. C. . 

LETTER III. 
4 young gentleman's letter to his pappa, ■written by 

a fchool-ftllow. 7 

Dear Pappa, 
ACcordmg to ycur commands, when you left me at Icliool, I hereby obey them ; and, not 
only inform you, that 1 am well; but alfo that I am happy in being placed under the tuition of fo good a matter, who is the bell-natured.man in the world; and, 1 am fure, was 1 inclinable to be an idle boy* 
his goodnefs to me would prompt me to be diligent at my itudw, that I might pleafe him ; befides, 1 fee 
a great difference made between thofe that are idle 
anti thofe that are diligent • idle boys being puniflied 

& i as 
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as they rleferve, and diligent boys being encouraged: 
but you know, papps, that I always loved my book, 
for you have often told me, if I intended ever to be 
a great man, I muft learn to be a good fcholar, left, 
when I am grown up, 1 ftiould be a laughing-ftoek 
or make-game to others, for my ignorance : but I 
am refolved to be a fcholar. 

Pray give my duty to my mamma, and my love 
to my lifter. I am, dear pappa, 

Your molt dutiful fon. 

LETTER IV. 
Another on the fame fubjett. 

Dear Pappa, 
AS I know you wifi be glad to hear from your 

little boy, I Ihould be very naughty if I did 
not.acquaint you, that 1 am in good health, and that 
I am very- well plea fed wkh my mafter ; for he is 
very kind to me, and tells me, that he will always love 
young gentlenun that mind their learning : there- 
fore, I am litre he will ftill love me ; becaul'e you 
have told me, that boys who do not mind their 
learning, will never become gentlemen, and will be 
laughed at for their ignorance, though they have 
ever fo much money ; and as 1 am lure you always 
1'peak truth, and I would willingly be a gentleman, 
hke you, I am refolved to be a good fcholar, which, 
I know, will be a pleafure to you and my mamma, 
and gain me the love of every body. 

Pray give my duty to my mamma, my uncle, and 
hty aunt, and my love to my lifter and confins. ' 1 am, dear pappa, Your rooft dutiful km. 
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LETTER V. 

7*5 a friend, againjt nuafte of time. 
Dear Sir, 

^^i 'Jnverfe often with y-aurfelf, and neither lavifh 
your time, nor fufFer others to rob you of it. 

Many of our hours are itolen from us, and others pafs tnfenfibly away : but of both thefe Ioffes, the mod (hameful is that which happens through our own 
negleft. If we take the trouble to obferve, we (hall 
find, that one confiderable part of our life is (pent in 
doing evil, and the other in doing nothing, or in doing what we (hould not do-.- We don’t feem to know the value of time, nor how precious a day is; 
nor do we cor.fider, that every moment brings us 
nearer to our end. Reflect upon this, I intreac you, and keep a drift account of time. Procraftination 

•-is the moll dangerous thing in 1'fc. Nothing is pro- 
perly ours but the indent we breathe in, and all the reft is nothing ; it is the only good we poffels: but 
then it is fleeting, and the firft comer robs us of it. Men are lb weak, that they think they oblige by giving of tr fles, and yet reckon that tune as nothing,, 
for which the moft grateful perfoa in &e world can 
never make amends. I am, 6r. 
a#*#*##**-*-* * m ;**#*# #*$#**#*****& 

L E T T E R VI. 
In anfjjer to a friend. 

SIR, 
TO tell you, in anfwer to yours, what I think of profpenty, is, that 1 take it to be more danger- ous to our virtue than adverlity. It is apt to make Us vain and infolent ; regardlds of othe r- ; and for ■ 
getful of God, ambitious in our pn aad In. 
temperate in our enjoyments. I wifelt pian on earth, ! i> r . c : J 
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admire what you fay of filence, and wifh I could 
pradf fe that paflive virtue, which is the firft ftep of 
wifdoin, the nurfe of peace, and the guardian of vir- 
tue. Words do but ruffie and difcompofe the mind,, betraying the foul to a thoufand vanities. I hope 
you will, in our next meeting, find me greatly im- 
proved in what you fo much recommended to me. 

I remain, Sir, yours, drc. 
t B.S ®#E *• E * ® W 

LETTER VII. 
To a young gentleman. 

SIR, 
I Dare venture to affirm, that learning, properly cultivated and applied,, is what truly makes the 
gentleman, and that a wife man is as much fuperior 
to an ignorant perfon, as a man is above the level 
of a brute. Wherefore you cannot do better than 
to apply yourfelf ferioufly to the cultivation of your mind ; to which purpofe nothing will contribute 
more, than your preferibing to yourfelf a regular 
method of ftudy. The morning is undoubtedly more 
proper for reading than any other part of the day ; 
becaufe the mind is then free and difengaged, and unclouded by thofe vapours which we generally find 
after a full meal. Neverthelefs, I would not affitt to read over a multitude of volume'-, nor read with 
grtedinefs; I would rather chufe to read a little and digeft it. Neither would I regard the number, fo 
much as the choice of my bocks, &c. 
******************************** 

LETTER VIII. 
From a young lady, in arfwer to a letter Jhe had re- ceived from her mamma, advijing her toper fever e in the Chrijlian duties Jhe had been infirufted in. 

Moft honoured Midam, I Am at a lofs for words 'to exprefs the joy I felt 
at the receipt of your letter; wherein you are 
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pleafed to acquaint me, that nothing ever gave my 
dear mamma greater pleafure and fatisfaftion than 
die account I have given her of the conduct 1 obferve in my fpiritual affairs ; and that I may ftill add to 
that comfort (which ihall ever be my ftudy,) when 
an opportunity offers itfelf, I prefume to continue 
die information. 

When I have properly difcharged my duty to that Divine Being, to whom I am indebted for my exiftence, I repair to my toilet; but not with an 
intent to clothe my body (which I know muff fooner 
or later fall into corruption) with vain attire, but 
with fuch as are decent or innocent ; regarding fine robes as the badges of pride and vanity; keeping thofe enemies, to our fex in particular, at too great 
a diffance, ever to dare an attempt upon my mind. 

When public prayers and breakfaft are over, I apply my thoughts to the duty of the fchool; and 
divide the time appointed for them as equally as 
poffibly I can between the feveral branches of edu- cation I am engaged in, both before and after dinner. 

When fchool is fin fhed for the day, I, accompa- nied by a young lady who is my bed-fellow, and of 
a like clifpofition, retire to our room> where we im- prove ourfelves by reading. Books of piety are our 
moft common choice. Thefe warm our will, and enlighten our underftandings ;.they inflruft us in the 
caule of our mifcondud, and preferibe to us a reme- 
dy : they neither flitter a dignified title, nor infult 
the pea Cant who tills the ground ; but, like painted buffos, look upon every one alike. In fine, they 
refrefli the memory, enlarge the underffandlng, and 
enflame the will; and, in a delightful manner, cul- tivate both virtue and wifdom. 

Having finifhed cur reading, either of piety, or 
hillory, which we prefer next, (efpecially fuch as relates to our own country,) and lupper and prayers 
are over, I retire alone to my room, to take an im- 
partial view of the adions of the d-y. If my con- i'ciente 
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fcience doe? not acrufe me of having committed any thing criminal, I give glory to God °and with bend, 
ed knees, and an horrible heart, return him unfeign- 
ed thanks for prote&ing me againft thofe tempta. 

t tions which the enemy of mankind is ready to allure 
us with: for I am perfuaded, it was not my ftrength of virtue that withftood the temptations, but his af* 
fifting grace that enabled me to overcome them ; and 
if I am confcious of having done amifs, 1 fue for 
pardon ; and lay not my body to reft, till 1 have 
procured peace to my foul. 

If at any time I am permitted to pay a vifir, 
(which liberty your indulgence has allowed,) 1 take care to time it properly ; for there are certain times 
when vifits become rather troub’.efome than friend- ly : wherefore I avoid it when much company is 
cxpetted, or when 1 am certain that family af- 
fairs will not admit of fufficienc leifure to receive them ; the former on my own account, the latter 
on my friends : that is, much company aflembled 
together ferves rather to confufe otar ideas, than 
enliven them. Wherefore, when I am fo unfortu- nate to ill-time a vitit, 1 withdraw as foon as civility and ceremony Will permit me ; for in my weak 
opinion, Madam, long converfations grow dull, as few of our fex are furnhhed with a fufficient fund of 
materials for long difcourfes, unlefs it be to comment upon the frailties of the abfent, and turn their mil- 
fortunes into a lubjeft for our molt cruel diverfion. 

This, Madam, is a vice you have often cautioned 
me againft, and 1 lhall be particularly careful to a- void it ; being both an unchriftian and difingemu 
ous principle, to feaft ourfelves at another’s cx- 
pence. 

This is all I have to offer at prefent; and am with 
great humility. 

Molt honoured Madam, 
Your molt dutiful daughter. 
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LETTER IX. 

From a young lady to her mamma, requefiing a favour. 
Dear Mamma, 

THE many inftances you have given me of your aflefrion leave me no room to believe that the favour I prefume to alk will be difpleafing. 
Was I in the lead doubtful of it, I hope my dear 
mamma has too good an opinion of my conduct, to 
imagine I would ever advance any thing that might give her the leaft diffatisfadiion. 

The holidays are nigh at hand, when all of us 
young ladies are to pay our feveral perfonal rei'pefts and duties to our parents, except one; whofe friends 
(her parents being dead,) refide at too great a dif- 
tance for her to expedt their indulgence in fending 
for her : befides, were they to do fo, the expence 
attending her journey would be placed to her ac- 
count, and deducted out of the fmall fortune left her by her parents. 

This young lady’s affability, fenfe, and good na- ture, have gained her the friendlhip and efteem of the whole fchool ; each of us contending to render 
her retirement (as I may juftly call it) from her na- tive home and friends, as comfortable and agreeable 
as we pcffibly can. How happy thould I think myfelf above the reft 
of our young ladies, if you will give me leave to en- 
gage her to fpend the holidays with me at home! 
And I doubt not but her addrefs and behaviour will 
aytraft your efteem, among the reft of thofe ihe has 
already acquired. 

Your compliance with this requeft will greatly add to the happinefs I already enjoy from the repeat- ed indulgences and favours conterrcd on her, who will always perfevere to merit the continuance of 
them. 1 am, with my duty to pappaj 

Dear Mamina, 
Your molt dutiful daughter. 
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LETTER X, 
From a young gentleman to his pappa, defiring that Bi- 

may learn to dance. 
Dear Pappa, 

YOUR affe^ionate and paternal behaviour con- 
vinces me, that you are abfolutely refolved to fpare no coft in any branch of education that is ef» 

fentially neceflary in the employment you propofe I fliall hereafter follow : And though 1 am certain 
you intend that dancing fliall have its ihare in my 
fiudies ; neverthelefs, permit me to put you in mind of it, and all'o to defire you will no longer on a£- 
count of the ftrength of my limbs, (which 1 am fen- fible is the motive that retards me from beginning,) 
delay your order* to my mafter ; for I am perfuatled, 
from an inftat ce I am witnefs of in our fchool, of a 
young mafter, who is much weaker in his limbs than ever I was, that dancing will rather ftrengthen than 
weaken my joints. 

It is not my emulation for dancing a minuet, that is the motive that induces me to be thus prefling ; 
for, I prefume, there are other things more neceflary 
belonging to this qualification than that ; fuch as to walk well, to make a bow, how to come properly into a room, and to go out of it ; how to falute a friend 
or acquaintance in the flreet, whether a fuperior, 
equal, or inferior y and feverai other points i*f beha. 
viour, which are more tffential than dancing a minuet. 

Thefe points of behaviour I often blufh to be ig- 
norant of ; and have feverai times been the ridicule 
of thofe young chaps who are advanced in the know- 
ledge of this accompiiihment : and as I am perfua- 
ded you would not chufe I fliould be a make-game to any of my fchool-fellows, I doubt not but you will fend your immediate orders for my beginning ; which 
favour, added to the many others you have already confected, will greatly oblige, Dear pippa. Your moit dutiful fon> 
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LETTER XL 

From a young hdy to her pappa. who lately embark- 
ed for the Eaft Indies, in the Company’s fervice, hut was detained at Ptrtfinout.h by contrary winds. 
Dear Pappa, 

1 Flatter myfelf you are too well convinced of my (leady adherence to my duty and affe&ion, ever 
to imagine I will omit the leal! opportunity that of- fers to pay you my moft humble duty. 

I beg my dear pappa may not be offended if I fay, 
that it gives me a fecret fatisfaclion to hear you are 
ftill within the reach of a poft-lctter ; and though I cannot have the pleafure of a paternal embrace, yet 
I rejoice in the expectation of receiving the wilhed- 
for account of your health’s continuance, which to me, my dear mamma, and brother, is the greatelt 
blelfing that Providence can poffibly bellow upon us. 

Oh ! Sir, tho’ fhort to fome, the interval of time 
iince I received your blefling, ere your departure 
from us, to me it feems an age ! And when 1 reflect how many fuch I am doomed to bear in the abfence 
of the beft of parents, I am inconfobble ! And if it were polfible that nature could fubfift on fleep alone, 
J could with pleafure renounce every amufement 
whatever, and make the filent pillow my retreat. Oh ! may the divine Be ng be your proteClor, a- 
gainlt the many dangers ot that boifterous dement you are obliged to traverfe ! May he direCl fuch 
gentle a,nJ favourable breezes that may conduct you 
to your deftined port 1 May he add to this a happy and fuccefsful voyage 1 and, to crown all my willies, grant you a fptedy and fafe return. 

I have nothing worthy notice to advife you of, bur that we are all (God be praif d) in the fame 
good health you left u*, and are in great expecta- 
tion of the fame comfortable account in your an- 
fwer to this, frotm. Dear pappa, 

Your moll dutiful daughter. 
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LETTER XII. 

From a young woman juft gone to fervice, to her m* • 
ther at home. 

Dear Mother, r | ''IS a fortnight this very day, that I have been 
JL at Mr Johnfon’s; and I thank God, I begin to Hnci myfeif a little ealier than I have been But, 

indeed, ! have fuffered a great deal lince I parked 
from you, and all the reft of my friends. At our firll coming hither, I thought every thing lookrd fo 
ttrange about me : and when John got upon his horfe, and rode out of the yard, methought every 
thing looked llranger and ifranger ; fo I got up to the window and looked after him, till he turned in- 
to the London road, (for you know we live i quar- 
ter of a mile on the farther fide of ir,) and the.: 1 fat down and cried ; and that always gives me fome relief. Many a time have I cried hnce ; but I do 
my heft to dry up my tears, and to appear as cheer- ful as I can. 

Dearelt mother, I return you a thoufand thanks 
for all the kind advices ycu were fo good as to give me at parting ; and I think it over often and often. But yet, methinks, it would be better if I had it in 
writing ; that would be what I would value above 
all things : but I am afraid to afk for what would give you much trouble. So, with my duty to you 
and my father, and kind love to all friends, I remain 
ever Your molt dutiful daughter. 

****##*##«**#######§*##### 
LETTER XIII. 

Her mother’s arfwer. 
My dear Child, 

I AM very forry that you have fullered fo much 
fmee we parted, but it is always fo at firft, and will 
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will wear away in time. I have had my fliare too, 
but I bear it now pretty well; and hope you will en- 
deavour to follow my example in this, as you ufed 
to fay you loved to do in every thing. You mult 
confider, that we never fliould have parted with you had it not been for your good. If you continue 
virtuous and obliging, all the family will love and 
efteem you You will get new friends there; and I 
think I can allure you, that you will lofe no love here, for we all talk of you every evening ; and e- 
very body fpeaks of you as fondly, or rather more fondly, than ever they did. In the mean time, keep 
yourfelf employed as much as you can, which is the 
belt way of wearing 6ff any concern. Do all the bufinefs of your place, and be always ready to ailiit 
your fellow-fervants where you can, in their bufi- 
nefs. This will both fill up your time, and help to 
endear you to them ; and then you will foon have as many friends about you there, as you ufed to 
have here. I don’t cautioivyou againlt fpeaking ill of any body living, for I know you never uled to do it ; but if you hear a bad ftory of any body, try 
to fofien it all you can ; and never tell it again, but rather let it flip cue of your mind as foon as poffi^le. 
I am in great hopes that all the family are kind to 
you already, from the good chara&er i have heard of them ; but I (hould be glad to fee it confirmed 
by your next, and the more particular you are in it 
the better. If you have any time to fpare from your 
bufinefs, I iiope you will give a good fiiare of it to 
your devotions; that is an exercife which gives com- fort and fpirits without tiring one. My prayers you have daily, I might have faid hourly ; and there is 
nr thing that I pray for with more earneftnefs, than that my deareft child may do well. You did not 
mention any thing of your health in your laft, but I had the pleafure of hearing you was well, by Mr 
Cooper’s young man, who laid he called upon you 
in his way from London, and that you looked as 

F frelh 
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frefli as a rofe, and as bonny as a blackbird.—You 
know James’s way of talking.—However, f was glad 
to hear you was well, and defire you would not for- get to mention your health ycurfelf in your next let- 
ter. Your father defires his bldling, and your bro- thers their kind love to you. Heaven blefs you, my 
dear chdd ! and continue yen to be a comfort to us 
all, and more particularly to 

Your affectionate mother. 

LETTER XIV. 
The daughter to the mother. 

Dear Mother, THO’ we begin to have fuch cold weather, I am 
got up into my chamber to write to you. God 

be thanked I am grown almoft .quite eafy ; which is 
owing to my following your good advice, and the kindnefs that is already Ihewn me in the family. 
Betty and I are bedfellows ; and (he, and Robin, and 
Thomas, are all fo kind to me, that I can fcarceiy 
fay which is the kinddt. My mailer is fixty-five 
years of age next April; but by his looks you would 
hardly take him to be fifty. He has always an eafy 
fmiling countenance ; and he is very good to all his fervants. When he has happened to pafs by me, as 

have been dulling out the chambers, or in the paf- 
fage, he generally fays fomething to encourage me; 
and that makes one’s work go on more plealantly. 
My miltrefs is as thin as my mailer is plump : not much Ihort of him in age; and more apt to be a little 
peevilh. Indeed that may eafily be borne ; for I 
have never heard my mailer f.y a (ingle word of any 
of us, but what wa* kind and encouraging. My mailer, they fay, is vallly rich ; for he is a prudent 
man and laid up a great deal of money while he was in bufinefs, with which he purchafed this eltate 
here, and another in Suff x, fome time before he left 
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<sfF. And they have, I find, a very good houfe in 
London, as well as this here ; but my mailer and 
miftrefs both love the country belt, and fo they fome- times flay here for a whole winter, and all the fum- 
mer conllantly ; of which I am very glad, becaufe I am fo much the nearer you ; and I have heard lo 
much of the w cfcednefi of London, that I don’t at all defire to go there. As to my fellow-fervants, it is 
thought that Betty (who is very good-natured, and' 
as merry as the day is long) is to be married to the 
jovial landlord over the way; and, to fay th truth, 
I am apt to believe that they arc actually promifed 
to one another. Our coachman, Thomas, feems ta 
be a very good worthy m..n ; you nay fee by his eyes that it does his heart good whenever he can do a 
kind thing for any of the neighbours. He was born 
in the panih, and his father has a good farm of his 
own in :t, and rents another. Robin, the footman, 
is good-natured too ; he is always merry, and loves to laugh as much as he loves to eat* and I’m fure 
he has a good ftomach. But 1 need not talk of that, 
for now mine is come again, 1 eat almoft as hearty 
as he does. With fuch fellow-fervants, and fuch a mailer, I think it would be my own fault if I am not happy. Well in health, I allure you, I am, and be. 
gin to be pretty well in fpirits ; only my heart will 
heave a little ftill every time I look towards the 
road that goes to your houfe. Heaven blefs you all there ! and make me a deferving daughter of fo 
good a mother ! 

i #*-##****-***********************#^ 
LETTER XV. 

The mother’s cnfwer and advice. 
a Dear Child, 
' r~P'HE next piece of advice that I gave you, was, X “ t® think often how much a life of virtue “is 

F 2 ‘ “ to 
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“ to be preferred to a life of pleafure; and how 
“ much better, and more iafting, a good name is 
“ than beauty ” 

If we call things by their right names, there is 
nothing that deferves the name of pkafure fo truly as virtue ; but one mull talk as people are ufed to 
talk, and I think, by a life of pleafure, they gene- 
rally mean a life of gaiety. Now, cur gaieties, God knows, are at befli very 
tr fling, always unfatisfaftory, often attended with 
difficu't'es in the procuring them, and fatigue in the 
very enjoyment, and too often followed by regret 
and felf-condcmnation. What they call a life of 
pleafure among the great, muft be a very laborious 
life; th< y fpend the greatefl part of the night in balls 
and aflemb'ies, and fling away the greateft part of 
their days it. fleep; their life is too much eppo ed 
to nature, to be capable of happinefs ; his all hur- 
ry of viflts, twenty or thirty pet haps in a day, to perfons to whom there are not above two or thiee 
that they have any real friendlhip or efte«ni for 
(fuppcfing them to be capable of either;) a perpetual 
fee king after what they call diverlions ; and inlipi- 
dity, and want of tafte when they are engaged in 
them, and a certain languilhing and rcflleffnefs w hen 
they are without them. 1 his is not living, but a 
ccnftant endeavour to cheat themfelye* out of the 
little time they have to live ; for-they general’y in- 
herit a bad conftitution, make it worfe by their ab- 
fnrd way of life, and deliver a (till weaker and weak- 
er thread down to their children. I don’t know- 
any one thing more ridiculous, than the feeing their wrinkled fallow faces all let off with diamonds. 
Poor miftaken gentlewomen ! They ihculd endea- 
vour to avoid people’s eyes, as much as poflible, and not to attract them ; for they are really a quite de- 
plorable light, and their very faces are a Handing 
leffon again ft the ffrange lives they lead. 

People in a lower life, it is true, do not aek fo ridiculoufly 
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rid'culoufly as thofe in a higher ; but even among 
them too there is a vaft difference between the peo- 
ple that live well, and the people that live ill : the 
former are more healthy, in better fpirits, fitter for 
bufmefs, and more attentive to it; the latter are 
more negligent, more uneafy, more contemptible, 
and more difeafed. 

In truth, either in high or low life, virtue is only 
another name for happinefs, and debauchery is the right road to mifery ; and this to me appears juft 
as true‘and evident, as that moderation is always good for us, and cxcefs always hurtful. 

But is it not a charming thing to have youth and beauty,—to be followed and admired,—to have pre- 
fents offered from all Tides to one,—to be invited to 
all diverfions, and to be diftingoifhed by the men 
from all the reit of the company !—Yes, my dear 
child; all this would be charming, if we had no- 
thing to do but to dance, and receive prefents, and 
if this diftinftion of you was to laft always. But the 
mifehief of it is, that thefe things cannot be enjoyed 
without increafing your vanity every time you enjoy them, and fwelling up a pallion in you, that mult foon be baulked and difappointed. How long is this beauty to laft ? There are but few faces that can keep 
it to the other fide of five and twenty ; and how 
would you bear it, after having been ufed to be thus 
diltinguilhed and admired for lome time, to link out 
of the notice of people, and to be negletfted, and 
perhaps affronted, by ihe very perfons who ufed to pay the greateft adoration to you ? 

Do you remember the gentleman that was with us laft autumn, and his prefenting you with that 
pretty flower one day,’ on his coining out of the 
garden i I don’t know whether yeti underftood him or roc; but I could read it in his looks, that he 
meant it fora Irflbn to you. It is true, the flower was quite a pretty one ; but tho’ you put it in water, 
you know it laded, and grew difngrceable in four 
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or five days ; and had it not been cropped, but fuf- 
fered to grow on in the garden, it would have done 
the fame in nine or ten. Now a year is to beamy 
what a day was to that flower ; and who would va- 
lue themfelves much on the pofli’ffion of a thing, 
which they are fo fure to lofe in fa fhort a time ? 

Nine or ten years are what one may call the na- 
tural term of life for beauty in a young woman; but 
by accidents, or mifbehavicur it may die long before 
its time The greater part of what people call beau- 
ty ia your face, for infcmce, is owing to that air of 
innocence and modefly that is in it ; if once you 
Jhould fuffer yourfel/ to be ruined by any bafe man, 
all that will foon van.lh, and aflurance and ugli«- 
nefs would come in the room of it. And if other bad eonfequences ihould follow, 
(for ether bad ones there are, of more forts than 
one,) you would lofe your bloom too, and then all is gone! but keep your reputation, as you have 
hitherto kept it, and that will be a beauty which (hall 
laft to the end of your clays; for it will be only the more confirmed and brightened by time ; that will 
fecure you efteem, when all the prefent form of 
your face is vaniihed away, and will be always mel- 
lowing into greater and greater charms, Thefe my fentiments you,ll take as a blefiing, and remember 
they come from the heat t of a tender and affection- 
ate mother. L. C. 

letter XVI. 
J/on’s letter at/bool to his father. 

Honoured Sir, 
1AM greatly obliged to you for all your favours; 

all I have to hope is, that the progrefs I make in 
my learning willvbe no difagrteable return for the 

Gratitude, duty, and a view of iuture ad;* vantages; 
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vantages, all contribute to make me thoroughly fen- 
fible how much 1 ought to labour for my own im- 
provement and your latisfa&ion, and to (hew myfelf, 
upon all occafions, Your molt obedient and ever dutiful fon, R  M . 
*##**#*-*####*###****#*##*###*#** 

LETTER XVII. 
/I letter of excufe to a father or mother. 

Honoured Sir, or Madam, 
1AM informed, and it gives me great concern, that you have heard an ill report of me, which, 
I fuppofe, was raifed by fome of my fchool-fcllows, who either envy my elleem, or by aggravating my 
faults; would endeavour to leffen their own, though, 
1 mult own, 1 have been a little too remifs in my 
fchool-bufinefs, and am now fenfibie I have loft in 
fome meal'ure my time and credit thereby ; but, by my future diligence, I hope to recover both, and to 
convince you that I pay a ftnft regard to all your command?, which Tam bound to, as well in grati- 
tude as duty ; and hope I lhall ever have leave, and with great truth, to fubferibe myfelf. 

Your moft dutiful fon, 
P. C. 

LETTER XVIIL 
To Mr . 

Tunbridge,   T THINK Ipromifed you a letter from thi* pi ace, yet •*■1 have nothing mere material to write than thdt I got fafe hithtr. To any other man I Ihould make an apology for troubling you with an information 
fo. trivial ; hut among true friends there is nothing 

in- 
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indifferent; and what would feem of no confequence 
to others, has, in intercourfes of this nature, its weight and value. A byffander unacquainted with 
play, may fancy, perhaps, that the counters are of 
no more worth than they appear; but thofe who 
are engaged in the game, know they are to be con- 
fidered at a higher rate. You fee I draw my allu- 
{ion from the ffene before me. A propriety which 
the critics, I think, upon fome occafions, recom- 
mend. I have often wondered what odd whim could 
firft induce the healthy to follow the (ick into places 
of this fort, and lay the fcene of their diverfions a- 
midft the mod wretched part of our fpecies. One 
fhould imagine an hofpital the laft ipot in the world 
to which thofe in purfuit of pleafure would think of 
reforting. However, fo it is; and by this means the company here furnifh out a tragi-comedy of the mod 
lingular kind. While fome are literally dying, others 
are expiring in a metaphor * and in one fcene you 
are prefented with the real, and in another with the 
fantadical pains of mankind. An ignorant fpe&a. 
tor might be apt to fufped that each part was endea- vouring to qualify itfelf for a&ing in the eppofite 
cbarader ; for the infirm cannot labour more ear- 
nedly to recover the drength they havelod, than the 
robud to dedroy that which they polTefs, Thus the difeafed pafs not more anxious nights in their beds, 
than the healthy at the hazard-tables ; and I fre- 
quently fee a game at quadrille occafion as fevere difquietudes as a fit of the gout. As for myfelf, I 
perform a fort of middle part in the motley drama, 
and am fometimes difpofed to join with the invalids 
in envying the healthy, and fometimes have fpirits 
enough to mix with the gay in pitying the fplenetic. 

The truth is, I have found fome benefit by the 
waters ; but 1 (hall not be fo fanguine as to pronounce 
with certainty of their effeds, till I fee how they enable me to pafs'through the approaching winter. 
That feafon, you know, is the time of trial with me; 

and 
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and if I get over the next with more eafe than the 
laft, I lhall think myfelf obliged to celebrate the 
nymph of theJe fprings in grateful fonnets. 

But let time and fe'afons operate as they may, there is one part of me, over which they will have 
no power ; and in all the changes of this uncertain 
conflitution, my heart will ever continue fixed and 
firmly youts. 1 am. See. 

LETTER XlX. 
From a vour.g apprentice to his father, to let him knew 

how he likes his place, and goes on. 
Honoured Sir, T KNOW it will be a great fathfa&ion to you and 
my dear mother, to hear that I go on very h ppily 

in my bulinefs ; and my mafter, feeing my diligence, 
puts me forward, and encourages me in fuch a man* 
ner, thtt I have great delight in it ; and hope I 
ihall anfwer in time your good wiflies and expecta- tions, and the indulgence which you have always fhewn me. There is inch good order in the family, 
as well on my mftrclVs part as my maftei’s, that 
every fervam, as w eil as I, know s his duty, and does 
it with pleasure. So much evennefs, fedatenefs, and 
regularity, is ol fcrved in all they enjoin or expect, that it is impoffible but it fiiould be io. My mailer 
is an honeil, worthy man; everybody fpeaks well of 
him. My miftrtfs is a cheerful fweet-tempered wo. 
man, and rather heals breaches than widens them. And the children, after iiich examples, behave to 
us all like one’s own brothers andTilters. Who can 
but love fuch a family ? I wiih, when it fhall pleafe 
God to put me in fuch a flaticn, that I may carry myfelf juil as my mater does: and if I fhculd ever 
marry, have jutt fuch a wife as rny mi ft refs: and 
then, by God’s bkffing, 1 ihall be as happy as they 

are; 



70 THE COMPLETE 
are; and as you. Sir, and my dear mother, have 
always been. If any thing can make me happier 
than I am, or continue to me my prefent felicity, it will be the continuance of your?, and my good mo* 
ther’s prayers, for, Honoured Sir, 

Your ever dutiful fon. 

LETTER XX. 
From a daughter to her mot her t by in ay of extufe for 

having negleflcd to write to her. 
Honoured Madam, 

THO* the agreeable news of your health and wef. 
fare, which was brought me laft night hy the hands of my uncle’s man Robin, gives me an inex- 

preffible pleafure ; yet I am very much concerned 
that my too long nlence /hould have given you fo 
much uneafmefsas I underitand it has. I can affure 
you, Madam, that my negled in that particular was 
nowife owing to any want of filial duty or refpeft, but to hurry of bufinefs, (if I may be allowed to call 
it fo,) occafioned by the honour of a vifit from my 
Lady Betty Brilliant, and her pretty nice Mifs Char- 
lote, who are exceeding good company, and whom 
our family are proud of entertaining in the moll ele- 
gant manner, 1 am not infenfible, however, that nei- 
ther this plea, nor any real bufinefs, of wlmfoever 
importance, can juftly acquit me for not writing of- 
tener to a parent fo tender and indulgent as yourfelfr 
but, as the cafe now ftands, I know no other way of 
making atonement, than by a fincerc promife of a 
more Ihift obfervance of my duty for the future. If therefore. Madam, you will favour me fy far as to forgive this firft tranlgreffion, you may depend 
on my word, it fliall never more be repeated by, 

Honourable Madam, 
Your rnoft dutiful daughter. 
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LETTER XXL 

Frim Robin Redbreaft in the garden, to Mafter 
Billy Careless abroad at chool. 

Dear Mafter Billy, AS 1 was looking into your pappa’* library-win- dow, lad Wednefday, I faw a letter lie open 
iigned William Carelefs} which led my curiofity to read it; but w*s forry to find there was not that duty and 
refpeft in it which every good boy Ihould thcw to 
his pappa; and this 1 was the more furprifed at, 
when 1 found it was to afk a favour of him. Give me leave, therefore, dear Billy, to acquaint you, 
that no one fliould ever write to his pappa, or mam- ma, without beginning his letter with Honoured Sirt or Honoured Madam; and at the fame time, not for- 
get to obferve, thro’ his whole ep'dtle, the moft per- 
te& obedience, in a very obliging, refpedful manner. 
By thefe means, you may not only increafe your 
pappa’s affeftion, but obtain almoll any thing from 
him that you can reafonably afk, provided it be 
proper, and in his power to grant. What can any good bgy defita more? But htre you muft permit me, dear Billjr, to whiftle an unpleafing but very ufe- 
ful long in your ear ; which is, That you will ne« 
“ ver get fo much as an anfwer to any letter that is lt not alfo wrote handfme, fair% and larget which, 

as I know you are veiy capable of, am furprifed 
you will ever negled: it.” And this you may de- pend on, for I know your pappa extremely well, 

having frequently fat for hours at his itudy-wmdow, 
hearing him deliver his fentiments to your litters, and 
adviling them, in the moft good-natured affe&ionate 
manner, always to behave obedient to their parents, and pretty and agreeable to every body elfc, as w.-ll 
abroad as at home ; and I muft lay it, his advice and commands, together with your mamma’s care 
aad inftiudtiun, have had fo charming an effed, that 

they 
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they are beloved and admired where-ever they go; and at home every fervant is extremely fond of them, 
and always ready to oblige and pleafe them in every 
thing, which I fee daily, when I hop down into the 
court, to breakfaft on the crumbs from the kitchen. 
How eafy then is it for you, my dear Billy, who are 
fo much older and wifer than your fillers, to behave 
and write in the moll dutiful and engaging manner. 
And further let me advife you, never to lofe fight of 
the love and efteem of your mamma, to whom you 
are all particularly obliged, for her conftant care to 
fupply your continual wants, which your pappa, you 
are fenfible, has not leifure even to think of ; belides, 
her good fenfe and amiable condudt have fo gained 
the afeendant of your pappa, that he does nothing 
relating to any of you without her confent and ap- 
probation, fo that m gaining her elleem, you are almoft certain of his : but this you are very lenlible 
of already, and I only juft chirp it in your ear, to remind you of good conduct, as well as filial duty. 
But the morning draws on, and my fellow-fong- 
fters are abroad to whiftle in the day ; fo I mult take 
my leave on the wing, and for the preleut bid you farewell ; but beg I may never have occafion again 
to write to you an unplealing letter of rebuke ; and that you will always remember, however diliant you 
are, or however fecret you may think yourtelf from 
your friends and relations, you will never be able 
to conceal your faults; for feme of our prying tat- tling tribe will be continually carrying them home, 
to be whittled in a melancholy Itrain, in the ears of your pappa, much to your fiiame and diferedit, as 
well as hisdiflike, and my great concern, who am 
deareft Billy, your ever watchful and moft affect- 
tionate friend, Robin. Red breajt* 

From my hole in the wall, at 
fun.riljng, the ift of June 1776. 

P. S. However neglectful you may be ofyour duty, I know you have too much good ienfe, as 
well 
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well as good nature, to take any thing amifs that I 
have faid in this letter, which is wrote with the free, xlom and concern of a friend, and to which I was 
prompted, both by love and gratitude, in return for the plenty of crumbs 1 have received at your hands, 
and the kind protection you have always fnewn me, 
both in the court and in the garden, from fome of 
your idle companions, who, with fticks and ftones, have often in your abfence aimed at my life. Robin Red-breafl. 

LETTER XXII. 
From one Ji/ter to another. 

Dear Sifter, 
EVER fmee you went to London, your favourite 

acquaintance Mrs Friendly, and myfelf, have 
tnought our rural amufements dull and infipid, not- v ithftanding we have the players in town, and an 
ollembly once a-week. At your departure, if you 
remember, you palled your word to return in a month’s time; but, inftead of that, it is now almoft 
a quarter of a year. How can you ferve us fa l In fliort, if you keep us in fufpence much longer, we 
are determined to follow you, and find you out, let the expence and length of the journey be what it 
will. We live in hopes, however, that, upon the 
receipt of this notice, you’ll return without any far- 
ther delay, and prevent our taking fuch an unmer- 
ciful j.unt. Your compliance with this our joint requeft, will highly oblige, not only your moft ftn- 
cere and affectionate friends, but 

Your ever loving filter. 
G LET- 
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LETTER XX!II. 
In anfiuer to the foregoing. 

Df ar Sifter, 
1 RECEIVED your fumiDorr, andean allure Mrs Friendly, as will as yourftlL that my long ftay in 
town, notwithftandir.g all the*cod con pany I have met with, and all the divei lions with which 1 have 
been indulged, has been quite contrary to my incli- 
nations; and nothing but my lady Townly’s abfo- Jute commands not to leave her, ftiould have pre- 
vented my return to you within the time propoltd. 
You are ienftble I have infinite obligations to her, 
and it would be ingratitude to the laft degree not to 
comply with her injunctions. In order, however, to 
make you both ample amends for that unealinefs 
which my long abfence has given you, I lhall ufe my 
utmoft endeavours to prevail with her ladylhip to 
join with me in a v.fit to you both in the Ipring, and 
tQ ftay w'ith you for a tmnth at leaft, if not lorger. 
r" would ad vile you therefore to fave an unneccllary expence, as well as fatigue, and reft contented where 
you are, till you fee Your ever loving and tff.clionate filler. 

LETTER XXIV. 
from Lady Goodford to her daughter, a girl of four' teen years old, then under the cure'of her grand, 

mother in the country. 
My dear Child, THOUGH I know you want no precepts under 

my mother’s care to inftruCt you in all moral and religious duties, yet there are feme things (he may 
pcflibly lorget to remind you of, which are highly 
necefiary for the forming your mind, fo as to make r that 
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that figure in the world 1 could wifii you to do. 1 am certain you w;ll be kept up in your mufic, 
finginp, and dancing, by the beft mafters the coun- 
try affirds; and need ii.'t doubt, but you will very 
of*en be told, that good houfewifery is a moft com- 
mendable quality. —-I would have y u, indeed, neglect none of •hefe branches of education; but 
my dear, 1 Ihotild be grieved to hear you were To 
much attached to them, as nor to be able to devote two hours, at leaft, every day to reading—My fa- 
ther left a collection of vi ry excellent boaks in all 
languages behind him, which are yet in being; and 
as you are tolerably acquainted with the French and Italian, would have you not to be altogether a 
ftranger to their authors. Poetry, if it be good (as in that library you will find none that is not lb,) very much elevates the idea', and harmonizes the 
foul : and well wrote novels are an amufemsnt, in 
which fometimes you may indulge yourfslf. But 
hilli^y is what I would chiefly recommend ;—with* out fome knowledge of this, you will be accounted at bed, but an agreeable tnfler. 1 would have 
you gay, lively, and entertaining ; but then I would have you able to improve, as well as to divert, the 
company you may happen to fall into. 

But, my d -ar child, I mult warn you to beware 
with what difpofirion you fit down to read books of this nature ; for if you Rightly fkim them over, and 
merely to gratify y u- curiohty whh the amazing, 
events delivered in thvm, the refearch will afford 
you little advantage. You mult, therefore, cun- 
fider what yon read mark well the chain of acci- 
dents wtfch bring on any gteat cataftn phe ; and this will lli:w you that nothing happens by chance, but all is entirely governed by the directions of an 
over ruling power In diftinguilhing the true caufes of the rile and fall of empires, and thofe 
Itrange revolutions that have happened in, molt king- 
doms of the world, you will adin.re divine Jultice, 

G * and 
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and be far from aceufing Providence-of partiality, 
when you find, as frequently you will, the good dethroned, all rights both human and divine lacri- 
ligioufly trampled upon, a mock authority'eftablifli- 
ed in the place of a real one, and lawlefs ufurpation 
profper ; becaufe, at the fame time, you will fee 
that this does not happen, till a people grown bold 
in iniquity, and ripe for dellru&ion, have drawn 
down upon themfelves the feverdt vengeance of of- 
fended IL^ven, w'hich is tyranny and oppreffion j 
and though innocent individuals may fufF.r in the 
general calamity, yet it is for the good of the whole, 
in order to bring them to a juft fenle of their tranfi. 
prdlions, and turn them from their evil ways — — 
This the hiftorical part of the Bible makes manifeft 
in numberlefs inftances; and this the calamities 
which at different times have befallen every, kingdom 
and commonwealth, evidently confirm. 

I am the more particular in giving you thefe can- 
tiom, becaufc, without obierving them, you n.»y be 
liable to imbibe prejudices which will pervert your judgment, and render you guilty of irjuftice, with, 
out knowing you are fo. As you regard therefore 
my commands, which will always be for your improve* 
ment and emolument, never be remifs in this point. Next to hiftory, i fliould be glad to fee you have 
fome fmattering in natural philofophy : for which 
purpofe, let me recommend to your perufal a woik, 
intitled, Spsilccle de la Nature ; or,-Nature deline- 
ated, from the French of Abbe le Pluche ; being very 
entertaining philofophical converfations, wherein the 
wonderful works of Providence, in the animal, ve- 
getable, and mineral creation are laid open, in four pocket-volumes ; in which ate interfperfed a great 
variety of uleful and explanatory cuts.—Believe me, 
child, the wide-creation prefents nothing that affords 
not infinite matter for a delightful /peculation ; and the more you examine the works of nature, the more 
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more you will learn to love and adore the great God 
of nature, the fountain of all pleafure, I expert yaur next will be h led with no inquiries 
on new fafhions, nor any direttions to your milli- 
ner ; nor flial! I be better fatisfied with an account 
of your having begun or fhifhed fuch or fuch a 
piece of fine work :—This may inform you that it is other kinds of learning I would have you verfed 
in.—I flatter myfelf with feeing my commands o- 
beyed, and that r. • part cf what I have laid will be 
loft upon you, which a little more time and know- 
ledge of the world will Ihew you the value of, and 
prove to you more than any indulgence I could treat 
you with, how very much I am Your affedionate mother, 

LETTER XXV. 
7a a you ftg lady, cautioning her againfi keeping com- pany with a gentleman of a bad chara£lcr. 

Dear Niece, 
T'HE liocere love and aftedion which I now' 

have for ycur indulgent father, and ever had 
for your virtuous mother, not long fince deceafed, 
together with the tender regard I have for your fu- 
ture happinefs and welfare, have prevailed on me to 
inform you, rather by letter than by word of mouth, that the town rings of your unguarded condud, and 
the too great freedoms that you take with Mr Free- love. You have been feen with him, (if fame lies 
not) in the fide boxes at both theatres; in St James’s 
park on Sunday night, and afterwards at a certain tavern, not a mile from thence, which is a houfe ■ 
(as I have been credibly informed) of no good re- G 3 pgte. 
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pute. You have both, moreover,"been (ten at Rane» 
Jagh affembly, Vauxhall gardens; and, what is fti!i more flagrant, at Couper’i fire-works. Don’t ima- 
gine, niece, that I am in the leaft prejudiced, or 
fpeak out of any private pique; but let me tel! you, 
your familiarity with him gives me no fmall concern, 
as his character is none of the beft ; and as he has 
acted in the molt ungenerous manner by two or 
three very virtuous young ladies of my acquaintance, 
who entertained too favourable an opinion of his 
honour. /Tis p( flible, as you have no great ex- pettancies from- your relations, and as he has an in- 
come, as ’rs reported, of 200 /. a-year, left him by his uncle, that you may be tempted to imagine his 
addrefi an offer to your advantage. It is much to 
be queftioned, however, whether his intentions are fincere ; for, notwithftanding all the fair promifes, 
he may poflibly make you, I have heard it whifprr. ed, that he is privately engaged to a rich, old do»r- 
ing lady not far from Hackney. Befides, admitting it to be true, that he is really intitled to the annui. 
ty above mentioned.; yet it is too welt known, that 
he is deep in debt; that he lives beyond his income, 
and has very little, if any regard for his reputation. 
In fhort, not to mince the matter, he is a perftft li- bertine, and is ever boafting of favours from our 

.weak fex, whofe fondnefs and frailty are the con* 
ftant topics of his raillery and ridicule. 

All things therefore duly confidered, let me pre* 
vail on you,, dear niece, to avoid his company as 
you would a madman : for not.withftandirg I ftilf 
think you ftriftly virtuous, yet your good name tnny. 
be irreparably Joft by fuch open a<Ss of imprudence. 
As I have no other motive but an unaffldted zeal 
for your interefl and welfare, I flatter myfelf you’ll put a favourable conftru&ion on the lioerty here, 
taken by, Yow fincere friend, and affh&ionate sunt, 

d-— iv—^ 
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LETTER XXVI. 

Letter of Thanks. 
S I R, I Received the favour of yours, with a very kind 
prefent; and know not indeed, at this time, any 

other way to (hew my gratitude, than by my hearty thanks for the fame. Every thing you do carries a 
charm with it; your manner of doing it is as agree- able as the thing done. In (hort. Sir, my heart is 
full, and would overflow with gratitude, did I not (top, and fubferibe myfelf, your moft obliged, and 

Obedient humble fervant. 
efo -fe> ■'fei jfei g&refe ^ vfogfei vfe -vfe gfoefoefe.-fr,, 

LETTER XXVII. 
From an apprentice to his friends. 

Honoured Father and Mother, 
BY thefe I let vou know, that by your g-od care 

and condudt I am well fettled, and pleafed with 
my (lation, and think it my duty to return you my hearty thanks, and grateful acknowledgment of your 
love and tender care of me ; I will endeavour to go 
thro’ my bufinefs chearfully. And having begun well, I hope I (hall perfeverc to do fo to the end,, 
that I may be a comfort to you hereafter, and in 
fome meafure make a return for your love and kind- 
nefs to me, who am. 

Your moft dutiful and obedient fon and fervant. 

LETTER XXVIil. 
From an elder brother to a younger. 

Dear Brother, AS you are now. gone from home, and are arri- 
ved at years of fome diferetion, I thought it not 

aaufs to put you in mind, that your childiih affairs 
ought. 
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ought now to be entirely laid afide, and inftead of 
them, more ferious thoughts, and things of more con- 
feqaence fliould take place ; whereby we may add to 
the reputation of our family, and gain to ourfelves 
the good efteem of being virtuous and diligent in life, 
which is of great value, and ought to be ftudied be- 
yond any trifling armifements whatfoever: for it will 
be an ornament in youth, and a comfort in old age. 

You have too much good nature to be offended 
at my advice; efpecially when 1 aflure you, that I as 
fmcerely wifh your happinefs and advancement in 
life as i do my own. We are all, thank God, very 
well, and defire to be remembered to you. Pray 
write as often as opportunity and leifure will permit ‘ 
and be allured a letter from you will always give 
great pleafure to all your friends here, but to none 
more than, Your moft affe&ionate brother. And fmcere humble fervant. 
 l ■■  ■  

LETTER XXIX. 
A letter from a nephew to an uncle, who wrote to him a letter op rebuke. 

Honoured Sir, 
I‘Received your kind advice, and by the contents of 

your letter perceive I have been reprefented to you 
as one of immoral principles. I dare not write you 
any excufe for the follies and frailties of youth, be- caufe, in Come meafure I own I have been guilty of 
them, but not to that degree which you have had 
them reprefented : however, your rebuke is not un- f'eafonable, and it lhallbave the defired effetf, as well 
to fruftrate the defigns of my enemies (who aim to 
prejudice you againft me,) as to plpafe you, and obey all your commands and advice; which I now fincerely 
thank you for giving me ; and promife for the fu- 
ture, I will make it my ftudy to reform^ and regain. 
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by adhering ftridliy to your inftru&ions, the good opinion you was once fo kind to entertain of me, I 
beg my duty to mv aunt, and am. 

Your moft.obliged, and ever dutiful nephew. 

LETTER XXX. 
Letter from a niece to her aunt. 

Madam, rl*,HE trouble I have already given you really con- 
cerns me when 1 think of it, and yet 1 can't help intruding again upon your goodnefs; for ne- 

ccflny, that mother of invention, forces us to aft 
contrary to our inclinations ; therefore, pray, dear Madam, excufe me, if I once more intreat your af- 
fdtance in this affair, in any manner that you fhall 
think proper ; and I hope, at leaft one time in my life, to be able to convince you that I have a 
Jhorough fenfe of the many obligations your good* nefs has conferred upon, 

Your mod dutiful and truly obliged niece, 
And very humble fervant, 

LETTER XXXI. 
Letter from a youth at fchool to his parents. 

Honoured Father and Mother, 
YOUR kind letter of the 24th in ft. I received in 

due time, and foon after the things you there- in mentioned, by the carrier, for which I return you 
my fincere thanks. They came very opportunely for my occafions. I hope foon to improve myfelf at 
ithool, though I own it feenn a little hard and 

irkfoms 
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irkfome to me as yet, but my rmfter gives me great encouragement, and afl'ures me. I lhall loon get the 
better of the little difficulties that ahnoft every boy 
meets with at firft, and then it yvill be a perfect 
pleafure inftead of a talk, and altogether as pleafant 
and eafy as it is now irkfome and hard. 

My humble doty to yourfelves, and I beg the fa- 
vour of you to give my kind love to my brothers and 
litters, and remember me to all friends and acquaint- 
ance, and you will oblige, Your ever dutiful and obedient fon. 
E.E E @ is a E B s B a a ® E E E! B ID B E S B E E E E [at® E E B ® 

LETTER XXXII. 
Letter from an apprentice in ioivnt to his friends in the country. 
THE bearer, Henry Jones, came to fie me laft 

night, and told he fhou'd fet out for home the next morning. I was not willing to let flip the 
opportunity of fending you a letter by him, to let 
you know that I am very well, and like both my 
matter and miftrefi; and, by what I can fee of it, 
the bufmefs entirely well, and do intend (pleafe 
God) to ufe my urmoft endeavours to make my ft If 
matter of every thing that belongs to it, in which I lhall have treble fatisfa&ion j firtt, in plealing my 
matter ; fecondly, in pleafmg my friends, and third- 
ly, in benefiting mylelf. I have but little leifure, 
nor do I want a great deal ; but will take every op- pirtunity to let jcu know how I go on, and that i 
am, with great gratitude, Your ever dutful and mo ft obedient fon. 

a urn- ^ »:v7. 
LETTER XXXIII. 

From Mifs R. at S. to her Ji/ter at Sail [bury. 
IHave often, I may fay very often, propefed writ- 

ing a long epiftle to my deareft Sukey, and have as 
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as often been prevented. Mifs P. was to have ^e*a 

the bearer of one ; but, to my great furprife 
left me wtihout taking leave ; nay, without giving 
notice of her going, and I never fo much as faw her 
finceyefterday fe’enight, when I very agreeably fpent the day with her and Mrs H , at Mr W ’s at M . My uncle, whom I alfo intended to have 
wrote by, went away, (as you know he always does) 
in fuch a hurry, that I had no time to fet about wri- 
ting a long letter, and a dliort one I knew w'oul ! by 
no means atone for fuch a long filence. You com- 
plain in your laft of my writing with too much re- 
fer ve; for my own part I think I write with too lit- tle, when 1 refleef on fouje particulars that my uncle 
rallted me upon before he went hence; which he ne- 
ver could have known, had he not feen my letters, 
or been acquainted with the contents of them. What 
fay you to that, my dear ? But I forgive. Wei), 
but what news ? tay you : I’ll tell you. Lilt Monday 
morning, a very agreeable p^rty, among whom was 
Aunt R , met us at a fweet pieafant cottage of content on Weftphalia Common: they brought with 
them a little elegant repalf, exactly luited to the fize 
of the cottage, which, though but juit big enough 
for us to fit down in, was capable of holding a world 
of happirefs, as we proved ; for the weather was extremely pieafant, the company perfttt’y harmoni- 
ouc, and we were all ex.eflively agreeable to each oth; r : but in an inltarAr, for fuch a day of pleafure 
feemed but a moment, the fttll evening came on, and 
all our joy; were huihed. In Ihorr, about eight 
o’clock we broke up from th:s fweet little rural re- 
trea. wh eb, believe me, dear Sukey, afforded high entertainment for a day to us all. 1 wifhed greatly that you could have been a partaker ; but, however, 
at your return we will attempt ;he like again. By the help of yr ur company, ’us pcflible we may fuc- 
ceed as well a fecond time; though that I muff own 
an exptstation of this fort is feluotn the cafe. Well, 
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for the prefent, I will take my leave of the cote; and row for the news of the town. The fir ft that occurs 
to me is the marriage of our old miftrefs, who 
thought it better late than never, and laft Friday 
flio. k hands for life with Mr S. the draper. He is 
a little advanced as well as ftte, but no matter ; why 
may there not be pleafure at the latter time of life, 
as well as at the beginning ? Though, for my own 
part, I muft confefs I am not for putting happinefs 
off till to-morrow, if it may be as well had to-day. 

But to be ferious, my dear, there is no other news 
all over the town worth mentioning; Vis all as infi- 
pid as the laft difli of old batchelor’s tea. But when 
are we to fee you ? You h^ve long, very long, talk- 
ed of returning home ; pray talk no more of it, nay 
write no more, but inftead of your agreeablejetters, 
let us have your more agreeable company, and you’ll 
moil truly oblige. Your affe&.onate filter, E, R. 
G***—    

LETTER XXXIV. 
From an elder brother in the country, to his younger 

brother put apprentice in London. 
Dear Brother, IAM very glad to hear you arepleafed with the new 
fuuarion into which the care of. your friends has 

put you ; but I would have youpiealed, not with the 
novelty of it, but with the real advantage It is na* 
tural for you to be glad that you are under lefs re* 
ftraint than you were ; for a matter has neither oc- 
cafion nor inclination to watch a youth fo much as 
his parents. But if you are not careful, this, altho’ it now gives you a childilh fjtisfjfbon, may, in the 
end, betray you into nnlch ef; nay, to your ruin. 
Though your father is not in fight, clear brother, 
ad always as if you were in his prelence ; and be affureJ, 
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fared, that what would not offend him will never 
difpleafe any body. 

You hare more fenfe, I have often told you fo, 
than moft perform at your time. Now is the oppor- 
tunity to make a good ufe of it; and take this for 
certain, every right ftep you enter upon now will be 
a comfort to you for your life. I would have your 
reafon as well as your fancy pleafed with your new 
fnuation, and then you will ad as becomes you. 
Confider, brother, that the ftate of life that charms 
you fo at this time, will bring you to independence 
and affluence ; that you will, by behaving as you ought now, become mafler of a houfe and family, 
and have every thing about you at your own com- 
tnand, and have apprentices as well as fervanrs to 
wait upon you. The matter, with whom you are placed, was fome years ago in your fi uation ; and 
what fhoukl hinder you from being hereafter in his? 
A'l that is required is patience and induftry j and tl.tfe, brother, are very cheap artkl’S, with which 
to purchafe fo comfortable a condition. 

Your mailer, I am told, had nothing to begin the world withal. In that he was worfe than you; for 
if you behave well, there are thofe who will fet you 
up in a handfome manner. So you have luffleient 
inducements • to be good, and a reward always fol- 
lows it. Brother, farewell! Obey your matter, and be civil to ali perfons ; keep out of company, for 

; boys have no occafion for it, and moft that you will meet with is very bad. Be careful and honett, and 
God will blefs you. If ever you commit a fault, 

i confefs it at once ; for the lie in denying it is worfe 
than tbe thing itfelf. Go to church conlbntly ; and 
write to us oiten. I think I need not lay mure to fo good a lad as you, to induce you to continue fo. 
1 am. 

Your affe&icnate brother. 

H 
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LETTER XXXV. 

A letter of excufe jor Jilence, and ajfurance it iaat 
not out of difrefi+8. 

THERE are times, Madam, in which it is failing in care, not to write to one’s friends; there are 
others in which it is prudence. Methinks it better 
becomes an unhappy man to befilent than to fpeak ; for he tires if he ipeaks of his mifery, or he is ridi- 
culous if he attempts to be diverting. 1 have not 
clone myfelf the honour of writing to you fince my 
departure, to avoid one or other of thefe inconve- 
niences. I have too much refped for you, Madam, 
to importune you with my griefs; and I am not fool 
enough to have a mind to laugh. 1 know very well 
that there may be a mean between thefe two ex- 
tremes; but, after all, thecorrelpondenceof the un- happy is feldom pleafing to thofe who are in profperi- 
ty. And yet, Madam, there are duties with which one 
ought not to difpenfe ; and it is to acquit myfelf of 
them that I now affure you that no one can be with 
more efteem and refpeft than I am, 

Your faithful and affe&ionate 1’ervant, T. U. 

LETTER XXXVI. 
A letter from a fervant in London, to his majler in the country, 

S I R, AS I find you are detained longer in the country 
than you expe&ed, 1 thought it my duty to ac- 

quaint you that we are all we!l at home; and to at 
Jure you that your bufmefs fhall be carried on with 
the fame care and fidelity as if you were perfonally 
prefent. We all wifh for your return as foon as your affairs will permit; and it is with pleafure that I 
take this opportunity of fubferibing myfelf. Sir, 

Your molt obedient and faithful fervant. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

From a father to his fon, juft beginning the ■world. 
Dear Billy, AS you are now beginning life, as it were, and 

will probably have confulerable dealings in your 
bufmefs, the frequent occafions you will have for ad- vice from others, will make you defirous of fingling 
out amongft your moft intimate acquaintance one or 
two whom you would view in the light of friends. 

In the choice of thefe, your utmoft care and cau- tion will be neceffary ; fbr, by a miftake here, you can fcarcely conceive the fatal effects you may here, 
after experience. Wherefore it will be proper for you to make a judgment of thofe that are fit to be 
your advifers, by the conduit they have obferved in their own affairs, and the reputation they bear in 
the world. For he who has by his own indifcretions 
undone himfelf, is much fitter to be fet up as a land- 
mark for a prudent mariner to Ihun his courfes, 
than an example to follow. 

Old age is generally flow and heavy, youth head- ftrong and precipitate ; but there are old men who are 
fiill of vivacity, and young men replete with difere- 
tion, which makes me rather point out the conduit 
than the age of the perfons with whom you fhould chufe to afFociate; though, after all, it is a never- 
failing good fign to me of prudence and virtue in a young man, when his feniors chufe his company, 
and he delights in theirs. 

Let your endeavours therefore be, atall adventures," to confort yourfelf with men of fobriety, good fenfe, and virtue; for the proverb is an unerring one, that 
&ys, man is known by the company he keeps. If fuch men you can Angle out, while you improve by their 
converlation, you will benefi: by their advice ; and be fare remember one thing, that though you muft 
be frank and unreferved in delivering your feoti- 

H 2 ments. 
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ments, when occaficns offer, yet that you be much 
readier to hear than fpeak ; for to this purpofe it has been fignificantly obferved, that nature has given a 
man two ears, and but one tongue. Lay in there- 
fore, by obfervation, and a modeft filence, fuch a 
{lore of ideas, that you may, at their time of life, 
make no worfe figure than they do, and endeavour 
to benefit yourfelf rather by other people’s ills than 
your own. How mult thofe young men expofe 
themfelves to the contempt and ridscule of their fe- 
niors, who having feen little or nothing of the world, are continually (hutting out, by open mouths and clo- 
ftd ears, all pofiibility of in It ruction, and making 
vain the principal end of converfation, which is im- 
provement l A lilent young man makes generally a wife old one, and never fails of being refpected by 
the beft and mod prudent men. When therefore you 
come among flrangers, hear every one fpeak before 
you deliver your own fentiments; by this means you will judge of the merit and capacities of your com. 
pany, and avoid expofing yourfelf, as f have known, 
many do, by /hooting out hafty and inconflderate 
bolts, which they would have been glad to recall, 
when perhaps a filent genius in company has burft out upon them with fuch obfervattons as have /truck 
confcioufnefs and (hame into the forward fpeaker, if 
he has not been quite inl'enfible of inward reproach. 

I have thrown together, as they occurred, a few 
thoughts, which may fufHce for the prelent, to (hew 
my care and concern for your welfare. I hope you 
will conltantly, from time to time, communicate to 
me whatever you may think, worthy of my notice, 
or in which my advre may be of ufe to you ; for I have no pleafure in this life equal to that which the 
happinefs of my children gives me. And of this, 
you may be afl'ured; for I am, and ever mud be 

Your afFettionate father, 
M N .. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

To an intimate acquaintance to borrow money. 
PRAY favour me, Charles, with twenty guineas* 

by the bearer, who is my fervant. I have im- mediate occation ; but will repay it again whenever 
you pleafe to make a demand. This letter will an- 
fwer all the purpofes ef a note ; from your obliged humble fervant, W D——. 

LETTER XXXIX. 
To an acquaintance to borrow a fum of money for a little time. 

Dear Sir, 
IF it be quite convenient and agreeable to you, Pll 

beg the favour of you to lend me fifty pounds 
for the fpace of three months precifely ; any fecuri- ty that you fhall require, and I can give, you may 
freely alk. A lefs time would not fuit me ; a long- 
er, you may depend on it, 1 fhall not defire. Your 
anfwer will oblige. Sir, your very humble fervant, 

LETTER XL. 
An anfwer to the foregoing. 

Dear Sir, 
ANY thing in my power is always very much ac 

your fervice ; the fum you mention I have now 
by me, and can very conveniently fpare it for the time you fix, and you are moft heartily welcome to 
it. Any hour that you fhall appoint to morrow I’ll < 
be ready: and am with the greateft fincerity. 

Your afLctionate friend and humble fervant, K m ; 
H 3 
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LETTER XLI. 

ffllfs y. in anfwer to Mrs B. making an apology for 
not anf-wering her letter fooner. 

Madam, 
IT is paying you but an ill compliment, to let one 

of the mcft entertaining letters I have met with 
for feme years remain fo long unacknowledged. But when I inform you l’ve had a houfe full of Grangers 
almoft ever fince, who have taken up all my time, 
I’m fure you’ll excufe, if not pity me. Who deals « my purfe, deals tra/h ; it was mine, it is his* and « has been a have to thoufands ; but he who filches 
“ from, me my precious moments, robs me of that 
“ which not enriches hirr, but makes me poor inw « deed.” It is owing to this want, I fhould not fay. 
lofs of time, (for the hours have not paffed by un- improved or unentertaining,) that I have not been 
able to tell you fooner, how much I envy that leifure 
and retirement, of which you make fiiclvadmirable 
ufe : there it is the mind unbends and enlarges it- 
ftlf; drops off the forms and incumbrances'of this world, (which, like garments trailed about for flate, 
as feme author has it, only hinder our motion), and feizes and enjoys the liberty it was born to. O when 
fhall I fee my little farm ! that calm recefs, low in 
the vale of obfeurity, my imagination fo often paints 
to me ! Ycu know I’m always in raptures about the country ; but your deferption of Richmond is e» 
nough to intoxicate the founded head. Adieu ! I am interrupted, and in hade, fo obli- 
ged to conclude. Yours, 6k. 

LETTER XL1I. 
Mifs J. to Mifs Lovelace, on the prefent letter -wri- ters, and her opinion of a well wrote letter. 
WANT of time is, I think, the general complaint 

of all letter-writers; and, ycur’s in hade, includes 
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includes wit, bufinefs, every thing. For my own 
part, my whole life is little more than a perpetual 
hurry of doing nothing; and, I think, I never had more bulinefs of that fort upon my hands than now. 
But as I can generally find time to do any thing I 
have a mind to do, fo can always contrive to be at 
leifure to pay my refpects to Mifs L. 

But the moft univerfal complaint among fcribblers 
of my rank is- want of fenfe. Thefe generally be- gin with an apology for their long filence, and end 
with that moving petition, Excufe this nonfenfe. This is modeft indeed ; but, though I am exceffive 
good natured, I am relblved, for the future, not to pardon it entirely in any one but myfeif. 

I have often thought there never was a letter wrote 
well, but what was wrote eafi'y ; and, if I had not fome private reafons for being of a contrary opinion 
at this time, Ihould conclude this to be a mailer piece 
of this kind, both in eafinefs, in thought, and facility of exprelfion. And in this eaftnefs of writing (which 
Mr Wycherly fays is eafily wrote) methinks I ex- cel even Mr Pope himfelf ; who is often too elabo- 
rate and ornamental, even in fome of his bell letters ^, though, it muft be confefled, he outdoes me in fome few trifles of another fort, fuch as fpirit, tafte* and 
fenfe. But let me tell Mr Pope, that letters, like 
beauties, may be overdrefl. There is a becoming 
negligence in both ; and if Mr Pope could only con- trive to write without a genius, 1 don’t know any 
one fo likely to hit off my manner as himfelf. But he infills upon it, that genius is as neceffary towards, 
writing, as llraw towards making bricks ; whereas, it is notorious that the Ifraelites made bricks with- out that material as well as with it. 

The conclufion of the whole matter is this ; I ne- ver had more inclination to write to you, and never 
fewer materials at hand to write with: therefore have fled for refuge to my old companion, dulnefs, 
who is ever at hand to affift me ; and have made ufs 
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of all thofe genuine expreflions of herfelf, whicli are included under the notion of want of time, 
want of Ipirit, and, in Ihort, want of every thing, 
but the moft unfeigned regard for that lady> whole 
moft devoted I remain, 6r. 

LETTER XLIIi: 
To Mtfs L. in anfwer to her defcription of Windfor. 
YOUR account of the (hades of Windfor, and your 

iijvitation to them, are equally pleafing and 
poetical. The firft puts me in mind of the Elyfian groves, where the great fouls of antiquity repofe 
themfelves on beds of flowers to the found of im- mortal lyres ; and there perhaps the gholts of de- 
parted kings and queens are ftill regaling themfelves with foft muflc, and gliding about their antient 
manfions in frelco ; and the latter, of fome gentle fpirit, the departed genius of fome maid of honour, 
(rather too plump tor a ghoft,) who beckons me into them. I am impatient till I land in thofe calm 
retreats, that afylum from courPfying and compli- ment which I defpaired of arriving at in this fublu- 
nary ftate ; where, if one but can get into the group, 
all djftinftion ceafes ; where, you fay, I may do a- ny thing I have a mind to do without impeach- ment of my breeding ; and here, difengaged from 
all the forms and incumbrance of this nether world, 
I am like to be in perfect good humour with myfelf, . 
which, in molt other places, would be reckoned ex- 
cefiively rude. 

Little did 1 expert to meet with you fo near the 
feat of polite educatio n, much lefs in kings palaces, and among- their honourable women. Tuefday, 
then I fet out for the glorious land, and the genius 
that prdides over it, if nothing very amazing inter- venes. 
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venes. ^iany are my thanks for your offer of afer- 
vajit to meet me; but as I chafe to give you as little 
trouble as pofiible, ffiall take an equipage along with me, to kill the dragons and monfters in Maidenhead- 
thicket. Thele difficulties being overcome 1 fliall 
lay my fpoils at your feet, as lady of the inchanted 
caftle, and ever after remain. Your peaceful fervant, &c. 

LETTER XLIV. 
Mifs J. to Mifs L. front an inn on the road, giving 

tin account of her journey. 
A Las! the tranfition !—from yefterday, Henrietta- ftreet, Mrs L. and Mrs , to a nafly inn,. 
the officious Mrs Mary, damp (beets, and perhaps the itch before morning. Yet fay not I want refo- 
lution ; never virtue had more. Sick to death from the moment you left me, head-ach beyond deferip- 
tion, five men and two women to compliment my 
way through in the afternoon : yet boldly ruffied through them all, and took my place in the rtage- 
coach myfelf. After all, loft five (hillings earneft 
by a blunder, went in a wrong coach at laft, and 
fuch a morning ! But then 1 had a worffiipful fociety 1 all fiient and Tick as myfelf; for which I 
thanked my (tars : for if they had fpoke, I had been 
murdered. Mrs had almoft talked me into non- 
exiftence yefterday morning; and I had been total- 
ly annihilated, if you had not come in and reftored: me to my identity. Pray tell her this, in revenge 
for my head-ath,. All our friends that we took up in the morning, we dropt gradually one by one, as we do when we 
fet out upon the journey of life; and now 1 have 
only a young ftudent of Oxford to finifh the evening 
of my day with, and prepare for the grand events 

of 
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of to morrow. I have juft been eating a boiled 
chicken with him, and talking about Homer and 
Madam Holland; and am now retiring with Mrs Mary to my bedchamber, whom I lhall difmifs with 
her warming-pan in a moment. If you do not per- 
mit me to pour out the prefent fet of ideas upon all 
this paper, I am inconfolable ; for I have no book^ 
and was too abfent till now to think I fliould want 
one. How fudden, and how capricious are the 
tranlitions of this mortal ftage ! Pleafure and pain are parted but by a (ingle moment. Windfor, Fern- 
hill, Brook-ftreer, and your gray gj. n, are no more; 
nor with Mr Locke’s aflbciations can I alTociate a 
{ingle idea of the part with the prefent. Even Lady 
- ■ is defund. And yet (he might—But (he is no more ! et de mortuis nil niji bonum. 

While virtue (hines or finks beneath  

This effort of poetry, and that fcrap of Latin,which 
I don’t underhand, has fo exhaufted all my forces, 
that I find myfelf gradually finking into the arms of 
fleep, andmuft now refign to the gentle power of 
dreams. 

Fare-well—and -when, like me, opprefi -with care,y Tou to your own Aquinium/hall repair, C 
To ta/le a mouthful of fweet country air, y 
Be mindful of your friend, and fend me -word 
IVhat joys your fountains and coolJh earns afford; 
Then to affiji your rhapfodies I’ll come, 
And add new fpirit, when we /peak of Rome. Juv. 

********#********************#**' 
LETTER XLV. 

To Mifs L. on the expreffions and compliments com- monly made ufe of in letters- 
7 pHE money and books came found as a roach. Safe is fo common an expreffion, that 1 am tired 
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tired of telling people for ever, things came fafe. We geniufes afe forced to vary our expreffions. and 
invent new terms, as well to fhew our furprifing 
compafs of thought, as our great command of lan- 
guage. This fometimcs appears ftiff and affefted to 
the common clafs of readers, or hearers, who are apt 
to be out of their element upon hearing any new or unufual founds ; but our nicer ears cannot always 
bear the fame cadences. There’s fomething pecu- liar in the make and ftrufture of the auditory nerve, 
that requires diverfification * d variety, as well as 
fonie fkill in the anatomy of language, to make an 
impreffion on it ., without wounding it. It is for this reafon, when I aflt a favour, (a thing I feldom chufe to do,) I always feleft the moft delicate phrafes I 
am miftrefs of; but in regard to forms, which moft 
people are Tick of, and yet forfeit their friends with, thefe I vary according as my own humour or incli- 
nation preponderates. Of confequence, v/hen I come 
towards the end, or perorationof a letter, I fometimes 
communicate my compliments—fometimes defire they may be made known—or, where thfcre is a large 
family, and of confequence a number of civilities to be paid, the laconic ftyle of—My deferences as ufu- al, has fometimes fucceeded beyond my expectation. 
I am Tick of faying for ever, I beg my compliments 
to fuch a one.—But as I propofe loon to give your Ladyfli p a particular diflertation upon ftyle, and as 
1 have many flowers of rhetoric yet inexhaufted, I 

! /hall wind up the words above mentioned into the 
j form of a letter, and communicate all the things I have to fay in tne pofticript. 

LETTER XLVI. 
From Mifs Jones to Lady — r I '’HE fin'; letter from an abfent friend is furely 

the molt agreeable thing to mufe over in nature. 
Yours 
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Yours from Hatfield revived in me thofe pleafing 
remembrances which not only enliven, but expand the heart; that very heart, which but the moment 
before, felt itfelf mightily fhrunk and contracted at 
the thoughts of your departure. Lady H. Beau- 
clerk partook of the pleafure. The moment (he faw 
your hand, fhe cried Half!—and read it moft com- 
placently over my fhoulder. 

It is to no purpoie to tell you how much yon were 
milT’d by every body that Itaid in town ; how often 
I call my eyes up at yc'ir drefling-room windows, 
or how many people I have run over in contempla- ting your dining-room flmtters. All I have to beg of 
you is, to write to me very often, to be mindful of 
your health, and to order John, when I go to town again, to tie up the knocker. I could tell you many 
ftories of the fenlible things; but of all the infenfible 
ones upon this occafion, your lamp provoked me the 
moft. To fee that creature, when I have gone by 
in the evening, burn fo prettily and with fo much alacrity, has put me out of all patience. To what 
purpofe (hould he light us into your houfe now; 
or who would be obliged to him for his paultry rays; 
— I took a contemplative turn or two in your drefi. 
ding-room once or twice ; hut it was to like walking 
over your grave, that I could not bear to ILy.— Lady H. departed two days after you ; and in Ihort 
1 lived to fee almoft every body I loved go before 
me. So lail Saturday I made my own exit with e- 
qual decency and dignity ; that is with a thorough refignation of the world 1 left, and an earneft d. lire 
after that I am now enjoying with lady Bower and 
Mil's Peggy Stonehoufc. 1 ihall begin verging to- wards my lalt Home, after having touched upon 
the confines of Lady H. B’s world, there to iublide and be at peace, where 1 {hall have nothing farther 
to hope for, but to meet with a letter from you. 

1 have implored St Swithen in your behalf; but he 
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he either not hears me, or, to pay you a greater compliment, weeps plentifully for your abfeuce. 
I fear you have had a terrible journey; for fcarce 
a day has paffed that he has not fli;d many tears. , 

LETTER XLVII. 
From a tradefman to a correfponderrt, requeuing the 

payment of a fum of money. S I R, 
A VERY unexpected demand that has been made on me for money, which I was in hopes of keep- 

ing longer in my irade, obliges me to apply for your affittance of the balance of the account between us, 
or as much of it as you can fpare. When I have 
an opportunity to inform you of the nature of this 'demand, and the necefiity of my difcharging it, you 
will readily excufe the freedom I now take with you; and as it is an affair of fuch confequence to my fa- 
mily, I know the friendfhip you bear me will induce 
you to ferve me effedually. 

I am, S;r, your molt obedient fervant, 
Timothy Jones. 

LETTER XLVI1I. 
The Anfuicr. S I R, 

IT gives me Angular fatisfadion that I have it in 
my power to anfwer your demand, and am able to fervt a man 1 fo much efteem. The balance of 

tlK- account is two hundred pounds ; for half of which I have procured a bank note, and for fecuri- 
ty div.ded it, and lent one half by the carrier, as 
you delired, and have here inclofed the other. I wifh you may furmount this and every other difii. 
culty that lies in the road to happinefs ; and am, ' 

bir, Yours, &c. 1 
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LETTER XLIX. 

To a lady, inviting her into the country for thefummer* 
My dear Harriot, 

IDO not know whether I flatter niyfelf with an o* 
pinion of your fpeaking to me the other day 

with an uncommon air of friendfhip, or whether I am fo happy to hold that place, of which I (hould 
be fo ambitious, in your efteem. I thought you 
fpoke with concern at our parting for the fummer, 
on oar family’s retiring into the country. For hea- 
ven’s fake, my dear, what can you do all the dull 
feafon in London ? Vauxhall is not for more 
than twice ; and I think Ranelagh one would not 
fee above half a dozen times in the year. What is it 
then you find to entertain you in an empty town 
for four or five months together? I would fain per- fuade you not to be in love with fo difagreeable a place, and I have an interefl in it ; for 1 am a pe- 
titioner to you to flay this fummer with us, at leafl I beg ycAi will try. We go, my dear, on Monday : 
Will you go with us ? for there is a place in the 
coach ; or will you come when we are fettled ? I am 
f really of opinion that it will pleafeyou. I am lure 

need not tell you we fliall do all we can to render it agreeable, or that you will make us very happy in 
complying w th the invitation. 

You have not feen our houfe ; but it is a very plea- 
fant one. There are fine profpe&s from the park, 
and a river runs through the garden ; nor are we 
quite out of the way of entertainment. You know 
there is a great deal of company about the p ace ; 
and we have an affi mbly within a mile of ns. What 
fliall I fay elfe to tempt you to come ? Why, 1 will 
tell you, that you will make m all the happiefl people in the world ; and that when you are tired, 
you fliall not be teaf d to flay. Dear Harriot, think of it; you will confer an obligation on her, who is, 
with the truefi refpcft. Your afleftionate friend. 
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LETTER L. 
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To a lady, inviting her to a party of pleafurc: 
Dear Madam, EOPLE are interefted who invite you to be of 

their parties, becaufe you are fure to make them 
happy. This is the reafon why you will not per- 
haps always comply when you are afked to be of 
them ; but it is certainly a caufe of your be n . foli- cited oftner than any woman in the world After 
you was gone yefterday, Mr Bohun prop 'f d art 
expedition to Richmond for to-morrow ; md ne re- quefted me (for he thought he had n itl to fuch 
a liberty himfelf) to tell you that we U underflood you to be of the party, though you happe :ed to be 
out of the way when it was propofed. 

I hope you are not engaged ; the weather promifes 
to be favourable, and yyur company you know how we value. I need not tell you, that we /hall fup- 
pofe it matter of form if you are abfent : what we /hail think of it if you go with us, you will know 
when you remember what every body thinks who has the pleafure of your company. I beg you will not invent an excufe, but let us depend on you. 

I am, with the greate/t (incerity, dear Madam, 

To an acquaintance, to tor row a fum of money. 
Dear Sir, IF you have fifty guineas, which you can, without 
any inconveniency, /pare for about fix months* I (hall be greatly obliged to you- to lend them to me for fo long time, 

I have been difappo'mted, and prdfed for money 
at the fame time. It is an unlucky, but not an un- 

Your molt obedient humble fervanr.’ 

LETTER LI. 

common 
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common circumftance. You will believe me, that I would not alk this of you, if I were not certain to 
give it to you back: but if it be the leaft inconveni- 
ence to fpare the money at all, or to be fo long with- 
out it, pray refufe me. I am, dear Sir, &c. 

LETTER LII. 
From a young per [on in trade to a wholefale-dealer, 

who had fuddenly made a demand on him. 
S I R, 

■XT’ OUR demand coming very unexpectedly, I muft 
• jf CCnfd* I am not prepared to anfwer it. I know 
the itated'credit in this article ufed to be only four months; but as it has been a cuflom to ; ~r.. 
derate rime beyond this, and as this is only the day 
of the old time, I had not yet prepared myfelf. Sir, 
3 beg you will not fuppofe it is any deficiency more 
than for the prefent, that cccalions my deiirinp a 
little time of you ; and I fiiall not afk any more than 
is ufual among the trade. If you will be pleafed to 
let your f’ervant call for one half of the furn this day 
three weeks, and the remainder a fortnight after- 
wards, it (ball be ready. However, in the mean 
time, I beg of you not to let any word flip of this, becaufe a very little hurts a young beginner. Sir, 
you may take tny word with the greateft fafety, 
that I will pay you as 1 have mentioned ; and if you 
have any particular caufe for infifting on tt fooncr, 
be pleafed to let me know that I nm(i pay it, and I 
will endeavour to borrow the money ; for if I want 
credit with you, I cannot fuppofe that I have loft it 
with all the world, not knowing what it is that can 
have given you thefe diftruliful thoughts concerning Ycur humble fervant. 
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LETTER LlII. 

The -wholefale-dealer’s anfxer, 
S I R, 

I AM very forry to prefs you ; but if I had not rea« fon, I (hould not have called upon you. It h not 
out of any difrefp ft to you that I have made the 
demand, but we have fo many lofles, that if is fr we Ihould take care. However, there is fo much feem- 
ing franknefs and fmcerity in your letter, that I 
fhall dtlire leave firft to alk you, whether you have 
any dealings with an uftirer in Br aJ-ftreet; and, if you pleale, whit is his name? until you have given, 
me the fatisf dion on this hea. , I lhall not any far- ther urge the demand I have made upon you ? but,, 
as this may be done at once, I delire your anfwer by 
the bearer, whom you w 11 know ; for he was, as 
he informs me, very lately your lervant. 

I allure you, Sir, it is in confideration of the great 
opinion I have for your honour, that I refer the de- 
mand I have made to this queftion ^ for it is not cuf- 
totmry, and is fuppo-fed not to be fair or prudent,, to mention our reafons on thefe oecafions. If this is cleared up to me. Sir. as I wifli, but I fear it cannbt be, 1 lhall make no fcruple of the time you mentioh.. 
I beg your anfwer without delay, and am fincerely* 

Your friend and wellwilher. 

LETTER LIV. 
From a young per (on jujt out of his apfirenticejhip to a 

relation, rtqurfting him to lend him a fum of money, 
IC AN. re me nbe- nothing but kindnefs from you to 

our unhappy family ever finte my in'ancy; and I fl tter myfclf, that 1 have not been guilty of any thing th ught to exclude me in particular from, 
your favour, provided you retain the fame kmd; 

A1 thoughts 
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thoughts towards me. I may be miftaken in what I imagine further, that 1 have always thought you had 
no fmall hand in putting me out; for I think my 
father could not have commanded fuch a fum of 
money, without the afliftance of fome generous friend, and I can think of none but you. If this be 
the tafe, Sir, I may be the more afhamed to write 
to youjupori the prefent occafion, fince it is ingrati- tucje to make one benefit the caufe of alking others. 
But I will'venture to fay in my own favour, that I 
think my behaviour in the time I have been with 
my mailer, will not make againft me in the appli- cation. if I aflc what to you (hall feem improper, 
all that I farther reqoeft is, to be pardoned. 

Sir, 1 have at prefent before me the profpeft of 
being a journeyman for a fmall falary, and jult get- 
ting bread, and that of being a mailer in one of the molt advantageous trades that can be thought of: 
and this is the time of fixing myfelf in one fitua- 
tion or the other. I an) fenfible. Sir, you will fee 
the defign of this letter, becaufe the becoming a ma- 
iler cannot be done without money, and I have no where to apply for fueh an affiltance but to your fa- 
vour. A moderate funrj. Sir, will anfwer the pur- pofe ; and I think I am fo well acquainted with the trade, as to be able foon to repay it; at leaft, 1 am 
fure I can take care that the value of it Jhall be al- 
ways kept in ilock, fo that there can be no riik to 
hife any part of it. I have made the computation, 
and wnh igo 1. carefully laid out, I can make all the ihew that is neceffary, and have all conveniencies a- 
boui me- if you will be fo generous-, Sir, to com- plete the.gocdnef. yoq have already begun, by lend- 
ing me this fum, there is nothing fhall tempt me to endanger your U fing any part of it ; nor ihall any 
ihing-ever make nit forget the obligation. 1 am, Sir, your moil obliged, and 

. moll ©bedient humble fervant. 
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LETTER LV. 

To a mother, ts thank her for her care and tenderncfs.* 
Honoured Madam, I Have written twice to my brother, and not doubt- 
ing but that he would inform you of my being 

well, I have taken the liberty to omit writing to youi 
I beg you will be pleafed to hear the reafont that 
weighed with me agamft a very earneft inclination, that, whether you tell I was right or not, you may 
acquit me of the charge of difobedience, or want of 
relped as well as gratitude. 

The pain with which I faw you parted from me on 
the road,, had made an impreflion on my heart whicli 
time will never wear out; and I hope, as it will always keep in my remembrance your tendtrnefs as well as 
care for me, that beiide the natural right all your 
commands have to obedience from me, 1 lhall, on 
another principle, avoid every thing that is wrongs led it fhould give you difquier, 

I (hould be unnatural and unpardonable, not to have the mot! fincere regard for the peace of your 
mind, and for its compofure. God prevent th,it I fhould do any thing that fhould effeft the fird, and I 
lhall hope my true concern will guard me againd e* 
very thing that ini^ht didurb the latter. Indeed, Ma- dam, the care of this prevented my writing ; I feai% ed that a letter from me be the contents ever fo in- 
d ff-tent, might ret 1 my remembrance too fully be- 
forr you, and that the fame pain might attend it as it did your parting with me. This was the only 
reafon of my not writing before; and in the mod 
fincere truth, I have done violence to myfelf in o- mitting that tedimony of my duty and refpetd. As to occafions of writing, I have yet none, mere 
than to tell.you that I do not forget to whom I owe 
my attention; and to fay how great an happinefs it will be to me to receive your farther thoughts as to 
things that are about |ue. I have yet entered into 

no 
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no acquaintance wi’h them, being determined, fir far 3* my youth and (carry judgment may allow of 
it, to cor (ider them before I mix myfi If among them : for this purpofe I have hitherto kep. wi hin 
the hrufe, where, partly from the converfation of 
nay relations, and partly from rhat of other perfons 
of their a quaintanee, who vifit them, and f<>me of w!lom are perfons of very re(pr£able talents, I fettle 
iii myfelf feme charafters of the feveral perfons J am 
likely to meet with, and of the occurrences which 
jn;>y fall in my way ; but of all this, having not yet eftabliflied within myfelf any firm opinion, 1 (hall 
take the freedom to write you. The greateft fuhje&s of my confideration, Madam, 
are the inftru&iom and the cautions you give me ; thefe will never be out of my remembrance y and 
although perhaps the tendernefs of the parent; or 
the fears of the mother ; may have reprefented feme 
of 'hefe in (tronger lights than they are ordinarily feen; yet when 1 compare them with the obferva- 
tions 1 have yet had opportunities of making, J find them alnioft perftdly juft ; and all very neceflary. 

JNo perfon, I am fure, ever had the happinefi of 
a mire affedlionate mother; and I am fully perfua- 
ded that the great experience you have had of the 
world, will render you m< re 'hai moft people, able 
to judge of the ccurfe of things.. I think it a great happinefs that fo excellent an advifer is fo much con- 
cerned in my welfare ; and 1 do promile you, Ma- 
dam, in the moft ftneere manner, that I will always prefer to all other confideration? in the world, the admonitions which you (hall be pleafed to give me. 
1 (hall aifo look upon myfelf as accountable for the 
lead articles of my conduft to you, as well as to 
God and my own heart; and it will fcarce be a 
freater obligation upon me to do in every thing as ought, that the eye of that all-feeing Judge is up- 
on n.e, than that any wrong ftep in my behaviour •will, befides throwing myfelf into difficulties, make 
you unhappy. You. 
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You cannot know, Madam, how much, and how 

gratefully, 1 think of your care in placingfme where 
I now am ; where, under the tye of a good and 
prudent perfou, I have an opportunity to coniider 
of my future conduft, and to fee things before I arn 
placed among them, and .to coniider this great world before I may be faid to make a part of it. I 
fee it is a terrible as well as a profitable fcene of ac- tion : I have already fee down many things which I 
/hill avoid like death, and which I Ihould elfe. per- haps, have fallen into heedlehly : I hope my future 
experience will Ihew me many more. Indeed, on 
the little that 1 fee at prefent, I cannot wonder that 
of the youths, who, at jny unthinking and ralh time of life, are let loofe into that danger, and never 
confider it till they are in the midft of it, if they 
ever confider it at all, the greater part are ruined. 
] m-pe I man prom XZC. by :!icir mi'.fortunes ; out 
whatfoever advantages I have over the relt of the 
young men I meet withal, I (hall always remember 
with a due gratitude, that I owe them to you. I pray daily that you may continue in all refpefts happy. You will let my brother know, Madam, 
that I (hall endeavour to think of all things as he would have me. He has taught me to write long let- 
ters ; but if it be not tedious to you, I cannot think 
the time it has taken me could be more worthily employed ; nor can I account that a trouble, which, 
belides that it is a duty and a fatisfadion to niyf If, 
will give you plcafure. I am, honoured Madam, 

With all duty and affc&ion, Y ur obedient Ion. 

LETTER LVI. 
Frem a mother to her fon> in anfwcr to the former* 
Dear Child, 1 HAVE this moment read your letter, an 1 am let 

^ down to write to you. Where correfponding is 
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a trouble, people may defer t to the lateft hour; but why Ihould I deny myfelf a moment the pleafure 
of converfing with you ? My dear, continue in the 
thoughts you have at prefent. and you will add all that can be now thrown into the pprtion of my hap- 
pinefs. I interrupt myfplf, by c a fling my eye over 
and over upon your letter, and ihe fulnefs of my 
heart pi events my informing you of its fenfatiom. 
If you fhould fee more blots than this, which is juft now made in my writing,, do not wonder, or be un- 
eafy. I will not difFemble to you that they are made 
by tears; but, dearetVfon, tbefe are tea's that flow from tranfport, which ha' no other expreffton. Sure no mother was ever happier in hdr children. Yoiir 
brother is efteemed, nay, he s almofl adored by every body : your filler is fettled to an advantage that was 
beyond my utrooft expe&atk ns ; and yet fhe is fo 
good a woman, that her hufband thhiks hltnfelf un- 
der everlafling obl gations. Yi u, my dear J-ack, were, my only care ; and I had more fear for you 
than all, as the youngeft child ; that, as the lateft remembrance of your honoured father, you had a lar- 
ger fhare of my tendernefs than either, and you was 
d.t (lined to a feene of the greatefl danger. Heaven aione can tell what hath been my anxieties and fears 
a: out you, and how continual my prayers for your 
fuurity. They are all granted; and inflead of be- 
ing, as I feared you would, an occafion of continual 
alarm, to me, you are adding more than any of them 
to my contentment. I know your good heart, and I 
can fee what a joy it is to you to perceive you make me happy ; in fuch a mind as yours, there can be wanting no other motive to be good befide the excel- 
lence of virtue ; bur 1 a'm furt, that if this were not fufficient, the very though’ that your mother’s peace 
depended upon your conduct, would keep you in the- way of goodnefs. My dear child, regard your brother : no perfon is 
fo able to advife you, and be-loves you with more thaxv 
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than the common affection of the relation; he ad- 
mires your good fenfe, and he efteeips your princi- 
ples. Dear Ion, think what an honour it is to have 
the efteem of fo excellent a man; think what a hap- 
pinefs it is to have fo fine a chat after at fo tender 
an age as your’s; ^nd .as you Ihew me how much 
my fatisfaftion is an objeft of your concern, remem- 
ber what a tranfport it muft be to me to hear of you fo favourably. 

I fhall not repeat to you, my dear, the caution* 
which 1 gave you, for 1 fee you will not need to be 
put again in remembrance : only reverence truth, 
be acquainted with no one till you know that he de- 
ferves it, and avoid bad women : 

If it can give you any fatisfaftion, and I am fure it will do fo, to hear that every though' of your heart 
has my perfeft approbation, you hear it truly; but although there is not any the leafipart of y our con- 
duft that does not give me pleature, there is; altho* 
you will be furprifed to hear it, fomething in your brother’s with refpeft to you that gives me paui. He told me of your afking his advice upon an in- 
confiderable fuojtft and h s giving it to you rather honeftly than elegantly. Dear child, take rare of 
your heart, and you may be lefs uneafy about your exprdfion ; let your thoughts be good, and never 
be ur.eafy about the worus you put them in. The 
books recommended to you may be good for no- 
thing, but you have no occafion for any ; noi is it a 
pin-matter in the affairs of Lie, whether you put e- 
very word where it Ihould oe. But this is all a trifle, nor lhall I pretend to enter into the matter ; if it be wortti any cor fid ration, he is the beft judge, fo pray mind him ; but what 1 fpe ,k f is the manner 
in which he fays he wro e ot y mr cnulin. My dear, always ft fpeft your elders, and do not let 
any n tie ichbol boy’» tflVi ptf: you above them m 
your own opinion, bccauie they have forgotten it: 

nor 
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nor becaufe your ceufm is a plain man, do you fup- 
pofe he is lefs capable to advife you. He is a per- 
fbn of undoubted probity and uprightnefs of heart, 
and that is worth all the Greek and Latin of Weft- 
minfier and Eton : he has made his way to a plenti- 
ful fortune, and he has the refpedt and efteem of all 
that he ever was concerned with. Would you wilh 
for a better character or better fortune ! God fend 
you may conduit yourfelf through the world juft as 
he has done : I, that would weary heaven with pray- 
ers for you, wifti you nothing better. I do not pre- tend to fay your brother is wrong in his judgment 
about this matter, for 1 do not underftand the nature 
of it ; all that I know is, you will never write a let- 
ter that will pleafe me more than this you have fent already ; and I think, had I been in his place I would 
not have put any thing into your mind upon an occa- 
lion of iuch little confeqnence, that fhould have a- bated yonr regard for a perfon whofe advice will be 
of fervice to you. But I know you will not do fo. 
Preferve, 1 defire you, that refped for him which 
his years, and his integrity, and his fuccefs in the 
world require : and whatfoever you may think about 
this trifle, do not let it Itfien your elleem for one 
whom your mother recommends to you. My dear, I have faid the more upon this fubjelt, 
becaufe it feems the only one in which you are in 
danger to err ; and 1 have thought it the more ne- 
ceffi y to fay fo, becaufe the regard I defired you to 
pay to your brother might have rendered it a kind 
of duty to go into his error. I have fpoke to him about it, and he defires me to fay that hr is perfect- 
ly of my opinion. F reweil, my deareft boy ; you have a very eafy 
talk before you ; fet ing y< u are already fo good, that you need only to go on in the lame path, to 
make all that love you hap|,y. 

Your aff.lt onate mother, 
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PART II. 
LETTERS of Courtfiiip ami Marriage. 

LETTER I. 
From a young perfon in bujinefs, to a gentleman, ds- Jiring leave to 'wait on his daughter. 

S I R, 
I Hope the juftnefs of my intentions will exeufe the 

freedom of this letter, wherein I am to acquaint 
you of the affe&ion and efteem I have for your daugh- ter. 1 would not, Sir, offer any indirect addrefs* 
that fhould have the lead appearance of inconfiftency 
with her duty to you, and my honourable views to 
her ; thuling, by your influence, if I may approve 
myfelf to you worthy of that honour, to commend myfeif to her approbation. You are not infenfible. 
Sir, by the credit I have hitherto preferved in the 
world, of my ability, by God’s blefiing, to make her happy ; and this the rather emboldens me to requeft the favour of an evening’s converfation with you at 
your firll convenience ; when I will more fully ex- 
plain myl'elf, as I earnedly hope, to your fatisfac- tion, and take my encouragement, or difcourage- 
ment, from your own mouth. I am Sir, in the mean time, with great refped, 

Your mod obedient humble fervant, R M,  
K 
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LETTER II. 

From a young lady to her father, acquainting him 
with a prop ofal of marriage made to her. 

Honoured Sir, 
A S young Mr Lovewell, wl.ofe father, I am fen- fible, is one of your intimate acquaintance, has, 

•luring your ablence in the country, made an open de- 
claration of his paflion for me, and prelTed me clofely 
to comply with Ins overtures of marriage, I thought 
it my duty to decline all offers of that nature, how- 
ever advantageous they may feem to be, till I had 
your thoughts on fo important an affair; and 1 am ab- folutely determined either to difeourage his addrefies, 
or keep him at kaft in fufpence, till your return, as I fliall be directed by your fuperior judgment. 1 beg 
leave, ho wever, with due fubmiflion, to acquaint you 
of the idea I have entertained of him, and hope 1 am 
not too blind, or partial in his favour. lie kerns to 
me to be perfectly honourable in his intention?, and to be no wife inferior to any gentleman of my ac- quaintance hitherto, in regard to good fenfe or good 
manners.—-I frankly own, Sir, I could admit of his 
addreffeswith pleafure, were they attended with your 
tonfent and approbation. Be afl'ured, however, that 
1 am not fo far engaged, as to ad with precipitation, 
or comply with any offers inconfiltent with that filial duty, which, in gratitude to your paternal in- 

^lulgence, J ihall ever owe you. Your fpeedy iu- llrudion, therefore, in fo momentous an article, 
will prove the greareft fatisfadion imaginable to. Honoured Sir, yopr moft dutiful daughter. 

; E E0HE E E ES E S SIS E E El E S EiE® E E SE E E S BE S IS 
LETTER HI. 

From a daughter to her mother upon the fame occafion. 
Honoured Madam, 

SOON after l left you and my friends in the coun- 
try, 1 happily engaged with o.:e Mrs Prudence, a governed 
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governefs of a noted young lady’s boardinr-fchool at the court-end of the town, to aft as her afliftant. She 
has treated me, ever (ince I have been with her, with the utmoft good nature and condefcenfion, and has 
all along endeavoured to make my fervice more eafy 
and advantageous to me than I could realbnably ex- 
peft. On the other hand, as a grateful acknowledg- ment of her favours, I have made her intereli my whole ftudy and delight. My courteous deportment towards the young ladies, and my conflant care to 
cblige my governef', have not only gained me the love and efteem of the whole houfe, but young Mr Byron, the dancing-matter, who attends our fchool 
weekly, has catt a favourable eye upon me fome time, and has lately made me fuch overtures of marriage, 
as are, in my own opinion, worthy of my attention. 
However, notwithttanding he is a great favourite 
of Mrs Prudence, a man of unblemilhed charafter, and very extenfive bufineO, I thought it would be an 
aft of the highett ingratitude, to to indulgent a pa- rent as you have been to me, to conceal from you an 
affair whereon my future happinefs or mifery muftfo freatly depend. As to his perfon, age, and temper, 

mutt own, Madam, with a blufh, that they are all perfeftly agreeable ; and I Ihould think mylelf very happy, fhould you countenance his addrtfTes. I flat- 
ter niyfelf, however, that I have fo much command 
of my own pailions, as in duty to be direfted in lb momentous an affair by ycur fuperior judgment. 
Your fpeedy anfwer therefore be locked upon 
as an additional aft of indulgence ihewn to 

Your moft dutiful daughter. 
mmmmm ymmmm mm i 

L E T T E Pv IV. 
The mol her’j anfiuer to the foregoing. 

Dear Daughter, T RECEIVED yours in regard to the overtures of 
marriage made you by Mr Byron ; and as that is a 

K. 2 very 
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very weighty affair, I fhall return to London as foon as poffibie, in order to make all due inquiries. And 
in cafe 1 find no juft grounds for exceptions to -the man, I have none to his occupation ; fince it is fuit* 
able enough to that ftate of life for which you feem 
to have a peculiar tafle. However, tho’ I fhlould 
rejoice to fee you fettled to your fausfaftion and ad- 
vantage, and tho’ you feem to entertain a very fa- 
vourable opinion of his honour, and abilities to 
maintain you in a very decent manner; yet I would have you weigh well the momentous matter in de- 
bate. Don’t be too hafty, my dear ; confirfer, all is 
not gold that glitters. Men are too often falfe and 
perfidious; promife fair, and yet, at the fame time, 
aim at nothing more than the gratification of their 
unru'y delires. I don?t fay that iMr Byron has any 
fuch difhonourable intentions, and I hope he has 
not; for which reafon I would only have you aft 
with difcretion and referve ; give him neither too 
great hopes of fuccefs, nor an abfolute denial to put 
him in defpair. All that you have to fay till you fee 
me is this, that you have no averfion to his perfon; 
hut that you are determrned to be wholly direfted 
by your mother in an affair of fo ferious a concern. 
This will naturaliy induce him to make his applica- 
tion to me on my firft arrival ; and you may depend 
upon it, no care thall be wanting on my fide to pro- mote your future happinefs and advantage. I am. 

Dear daughter, your truly affcftionate mother. 

LETTER V. 
y[ young lady's an fiver to a gentleman's letter, who 
projejjes an averjion to the tedious modes of cwrtjhip. 

S I R, 
I AM no more fond of the fafliionable modes of 

-courtfliip than yourfelf. Plain dealing, I own, is 
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is the heft; hut iriethinks common decency fhould 
alsvays be preferved. There is fomething fo peculiar and whimfkal in 
your maimer of exprelhons, that I am abfoluteiy at 
a lofs to determine whether you are really (erious, or 
only write for your own amufement. When you explain-yc urltlf in more intelligible terms, I ihall be 
better able to form a judgment of your pallion, and more capable of returning you a proper anfwer. 
What influence your future addrefle* may have over 
me, 1 cannot fay ; but to be free with you, your firlfc 
attempt has made no impreflion on the heart of 

M AR . 
;+.** *:*.4 *.* **+'***■* 

LETTER VI. 
The lady's rtply to another letter from the fume gentle* man, wherein he more explicitly avows his pafjion. 
-SIR, 
ClNCE neither of us, I perceive, is over fond of 

fquandcring our time away in idle, unmeaning compliments, I think proper to inform you, in di- 
rt dt terms, that the difpofal of my perfon is not al- together in my own power; and that notwithftand- 
ing my father and mother are both deteafed, yet I tranfadl no Angle affair of any moment, without 
coBlulting Sir Orlando Wifeman, of Lincoln's Inn, 
who is my counlel upon all occafions, and is a gen- tleman, as i conceive, of the ftridfeft honour and 
honefty, and one on whole judgment I can fafely rely. 1 will be fo fair and juft to you, as freely to 
acknowledge! 'hat I have no objection to your per- fon If therefore yc u think proper to wait on him with ytur propofals, and I find that he approves them, I (hall adt Without any mental refer vation, 
and be very apt to encourage a pafiion that I ima- 
gine to be both honourable and fina re, 1 ^m. 

Sir, your moft humble fervant,. 
M AR   
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LETTER VII. 

From an aunt to her nephew, who had complained of 
ill fucce/s in his addrejjes. 

Dear Nephew, I RECEIVED your doleful ditty, in regard to your 
ill fuccefs in your late love-adventure with Mil's 

Snow. No marble monument was ever half fo cold, 
or veftal virgin half fo coy ! (he turns a deaf ear, it ieems, to your moft ardent vows ! And what of all 
that? By your own account it appears, ftie has given 
you no fiat denial; neither has Ihe peremptorily for- bid your vilits. Really, nephew, 1 thought a young gentleman of your good fenfe and penetration, 
fhculd be better verfed in the arts of love, than to 
be cart down all at once, and quit the field upon the 
firft repulie. You ihould confider, that fhe is not only a beauty, but a very accomplilhed lady. You 
muft furely be very vain to imagine, that one of her education, good fenfe, and real merit, fliould fall an 
eafy vi&im into your arntr. Her affections mult be 
gradually engaged ; fhe looks upon matrimony as a 
very ferious aflair, and will never give way, I am 
iully perfuaded, to the violence of an ill-grounded pafiion. For fliame, nephew, fhake off that unbe- 
coming bafhfulnefs, and fhew yourfelf a man. Lovers, like foldiers, fhould endure fatigues. Be 
advifed : Renew the attack with double vigour ; for 
fhe is a lady worth your conqueft. The revolution 
of a day (as the ingenious Mr Rowe has it) may 
bring fuch turns as Heaven itfelf could Icarce have promifed. Cheer up, dear nephew, under that thought. When I hear from you again, a few 
weeks hence, I am not without hopes, if you will follow my advice, of your carrying the fiege, and 
making her comply with your own terms of accom- modation. In the mean time, depend upon it, no 
Bone fhall be Eft! unturned cn my parr, that may any 
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any wife contribute towards your good fuccefs, as I cannot, without injuftice to the lady, but approve 
your choice. I am your affe&ionate aunt. 

LETTER VIII. 
From a daughter to her father, wherein fhe dutifully expoftulates againfl a match he had propofed to her', 

with a gentleman much ofder than berfelf. 
Honoured Sir, 

TPlough your injunftions fhould prove diametri- cally oppefne to my own lecret inclinations, yet I am not infenfible, that the duty which I ewe 
you binds me to comply with them. Belides, I fhouU be very ungrateful, fhould I prefume, in any point whatever, confidering your numberlefs ads of pa. 
rental indulgence towards me, to contell your will 
and pleafure. Though the confequences thereof ihould prove never fo fatal, I am determined to be 
all obedience, in cafe what I have to offer in my own defence fhould have no influence over you, or be 
thought an infufficient plea for my averfion to a 
match, which, unhappily for me, you feem to ap- 
prove of. It is very pofftole, Sir, the gentleman you recommend to my choice, may be pofTefTed of 
all that fubftance, and all thofe good qualities ; that* bias you fo flrongly in his favour; but be not angry 
dear Sir, when 1 remind you, that there is a vaft 
difproportion in our years. A lady, of more ex- perience, and of a more advanced age, would, in 
iny humble opinion, be a much fitter help-mate for him. To be ingenious, (permit me, good Sir, to 
fpeak the fen time ms of my heart without ref'erve for once,) a man, almoft in his grand clnna&eric, can 
never be an agreeable companion for me ; nor can the natural gaiety of my temper, which has hither- 
to been indulged by yourfelf in every innocent 

amufemem. 
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amufemem, be over-agreeable to him. Though hii 
fondnefs at fir(t may connive at the little freedoms 
I/hall be apt to take; yet as foon as the edge of his appetite fhall be abated, he’ll grow jealous, and for 
ever torment me without a caufe. I fhall be debar- 
red of every diverlion fuitable to my years, though 
never fo harmlefs and ineffenfive ; permitted to fee no company ; hurried down perhaps to ibme melan- 
choly rural recefs: and there, like my lady Grace in the play, fit penfive and alone, under a green tree. 
Your long-experienced goodnefs, and that tender 
regard which you have always exprtlled for my 
cafe and fatisfadton, encourage me thus freely to ex* poftulate with you on an affair of fo great import- 
ance. If, however, after all, you /hall judge the inequality of our age an infufficient plea in my fa- 
vour, and that want of affedhon for a httiband is but a trifle, where there is a large fortune and a 
coach and fix to throw into the fcaie ; if, in /hart, 
you lhall lay your peremptory commands upon, me 
to refign up all my real happii.efs and peace of mind, 
for the vanity of living in pomp and grandeur, i am ready to lubmit to your fuperii r judgment. Give me leave, Ik wever, to oblerve, that it is im. 
pollible for me ever to love the man into whofe arms lam to be thrown : and that my compliance with fo dete/led a propolition, is nothing more than the re- 
fult of the moit inviolable-duty to a father, who ne- 
ver made the lealt attempt before to thwart th in- clination- of His ever obedient daughter. 

LETTER IX. 
From a young lady to a gentleman that courted her, whr 

Jh. could not like hut was forced by her parents tore- 
ceive his vijits, and think «/ none tlje for her hufband, 
SIR, IF is a very ill r turn which I make to the refped 

yoq. have for me, when I acknowledge to you, iliac. 
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that though the day of our marriage is appointed, I 
am incapable of loving you. You may have obferv- ed, in the long converfations we have had at thofe 
times that we were left together, that fome fecret hung upon my mind. I was obliged to an ambigu- 
ous behaviour, and durft not reveal myfelf further, 
becaufe my mother, from a clofet near the place 
where we fat, could both hear and fee ourconverfa- 
tion. I have ftr ft commands from both my parents 
to receive you, and am undo >e forever, except you will be fo kind and generous as to refufe me. Cqnfi- 
dcr, Sir, the mifery of beftowing yourfelf upon bile who can have no profpeft of happlnels but from your 
death. This is. a confeflion made perhaps with at! offer five fincerity ; but that conduit is much to be 
preferred to a fecret d.ilhke, whiCjh could not but 
pall all the fweets of life, by impofin J on you a com- 
panion that dotes and languifhes for another. I will not go fo far as to fay my pafTion for the gentleman, 
whofe wife 1 am by promile, would lead me to any 
thing criminal againft your honour. I know it is dreadful enough to a man of your fenfe to expedt 
nothing but forced civilities in return for tender en- dearments, and cold efteem for undeferved love. If 
you will on this occafion let real'on take place of 
paflion, I doubt not but fate has in ftore for you 
feme worthier objedf of your affeftion, in recom* pence of your goodnefs to the only woman that 
could be infenfible of your merit. 1 am, Sir, your moft humble fervant, M. H. 

LETTER X. 
From a yourg lady to a gentleman -who courts her, 

and -whom Jhe fitfpecls of infidelity. 
SIR, 

nPHE freedom and fincerity with which I have at 
all times laid open my heart to you, ought to 

have 
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have fome weight in my claim to a return of the fame 
confidence : but I have reafon to fear, that the beft of men do not aft always as they ought. I write to 
you what it would be impoflible to fpeak : but, be- 
fore I fee 5'ou, I defire you will either explain your 
conduct laft night, or confefs that you have ufed me not as I have deferved of you. 

It is in vain to deny that you took pains to recom- 
mend yourfelf to Mifs Peacock ; your earneftnefs of 
difcourfe alfo /hewed me that you were no ftrangcr to her. I define to know, Sir, what fort of acquaint- 
ance you can with to have with another perfon of character, after making me believe that you wi/hed 
to be married to me. I write very plainly to you, becaufa I expert a plain anfwer. 1 am not apt to be fufpicious, but this was too particular ; and I mufl 
be either blind or indifferent to overlook it. Sir, I am neither ; though perhaps it would be better 
for me if I were one or the other, I am, yours, &c. 

LETTER XI. 
From a gentleman engaged to a lady, who had been feen talking to another, in anfvser to the foregoing. 

My dearelt Jenny, T T/HAT can have put it into your thoughts to be VV fufpicious of me, whole heart and foul you know are truly yours, and whole whole thoughts 
and willies are but on you i Sweet quarreller, you 
know this. What afernoon have 1 fpent from you? 
Or whom did you ever fee me fpeak to without dil- talle, when it prevented my talking with you ? 

You know how often you have cautioned me rot 
to fpeak to you before your uncle ; and you know he was there. But you do well to abufe me for. be- ing too obedient to your commands ; for, 1 pro- mile you, you lhall never get any other caufe. I thought 
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thought it moft prudent to he feen talking with ano- ther, when it was my bulinefs not fo much as to 
look at you. Mil's Peacock is a very old acquaint- ance : hie knows my perfect devotion to you, and 
hie very well knew all that civility and earneftnefs of difcourfe about nothing, was pretended. I write 
to you before 1 come, bccaufe you commanded me ; 
but 1 will make you aflc my pardon in a few minutes 
for robbing me of thole few, which might hive been palled with you, and which it has taken to write 
this letter. My fweeteft quarreller, I am coining to 
you. After this never doubt but that I am. Yours moft truly. 

From a gentleman to a lady, inborn be accufes of in- 

OU muft not be furprifed of a letter in the place 
of a vilit, from one who cannot but have rea- fon to believe it may ealily be as welcome as his company. 

You hiould not fuppofe, if lovers have loft their 
fight, that their fenfes are all banilhed : and it I re- 
lufe to believe m> eyes, when they fliew me your in- couftancy, you mult not wonder that 1 cannot flop 
my ears againit the accounts of it. Pray let us un- deiftand one another properly ; for I am afraid we 
are deceiving curl'elves all tins while. Am I a perfou 
whom you elteeni, whofe fortune you do not <le- 
Ipife, an.! whofe pretenfions you encourage ; or am I a 1 rouble fume coxcomb, who fancies myfelf par- 
ticularly received liy a woman wlio only laughs at me? Ir I am the latter, you treat me as 1 delerve ; 
and I ought to join with you in faying 1 deftrve it : but if ii be tithe; wife, and you receive me, as I think 
you do, as a pet Ion you intend to marry, for it is 

LETTER XII. 
conjtancy. 

Madam. 

belt 
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befl to be plain on thofe occafions, for heaven’s fake 
what is the meaning of that univerfal coquetry in 
public, where every fool flatters you, and you are 
pleated with the meaneft of then ? and what can 
be the meaning that 1 am told, you laft night in par- 
ticular was an hour wi h Mr Marlow, and are fo wherever you meet him, if I am not in company ? 
Both of us. Madam, you cannot think of ; and I 
fhonld be forry to imagine, that when I had given 
you my heart lo entirely, I (hared yours with any 
body. I have faid a great deal too much to you, and yet 
I am tempted to fay more : but l (hall be filent. I 
beg you will* anfwer this, and I think I have a right 
to expert that you do it geheroufly and fainy. Do not miflake what is the effeft of the diftra&ion of 
my heart, for want of refpeft to you. While I write this, I dote upon you, but I cannot bear to be deceived where all my happmefs L contented. 

Your molt unhappy. 

LETTER XIII. 
From a lady to her lover, -who fufpetted her of receiv- 

ing the atidrtjfei of another. In anfwer to the above. 
SIR, 

TF I did not make all the allowances you defire in the end of your letter, 1 Ihould not anfwer you 
at all. But although 1 am really unhappy to find 
you ire fo, and the more to Hud myfelf to be the occ.ilinn, 1 can hardly impute the unkindnefs and 
inch it Tty of your letter to the (ingle caule you would 
have me. However, as I would rot be fufpe&ed of 
any thing that fhould juitify fuch treatment from 
you, I think it neceflary to inform you, that what 
you have heard has no more foundation than what you have feen : However, 1 wonder that other eyes Ihould not be as eafily alarmed as yours ; for, in- itead 
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ftead of being Wind, believe me, Sir, you fee more 
than there is. Perhaps, however, their fight may be as much fharpened by unprovoked malice, as 
yours by undeferved fufpicion. Whatever may be the end of this difpute, for I do 
not think fo lightly of lovers quarrels as many do, I think it proper to inform you, that 1 never have 
thought favourably of any one but yourfelf; and I 
ihall add, that if the fault of your temper, which I orice little fufpe&ed, ihould make me fear you too 
much to marry, you will not fee me in that ftate with 
any other, nor courted by any man in the world. 1 did not know that the gaiety of my temper gave 
you uneafinefs, and you ought to have told me of 
it with lefs feverity. If 1 am particular in it, I am afraid it is a fault of my natural difpofition ; but I 
would have taken fome pains to get the better of 
that, if I had known it was difagreeable to you. I 
ought to refent this treatment more than I do, but 
do not infult my veaknefs on that head ; fora fault 
of that kind would want the cxcufe this has for my pardon, and might not be fo eafily overlooked, tho* 
I Ihould wirti to do it. I Ihould lay, I will not fee 
you to-day, but you have an advocate that pleads for 
you much better than you do for yourfelf. I defire 
you will firlt look carefully over this letter, for my whole heart is in it, and then come tome. Yours, &c. 

LETTER XIV. 
From a young tradefman to a lady he hadfeen in public. 

Madam, 
PERHAPS you’ll not be furprifed to receive a let* ter from a perfon who is unknown to you, when 
you reflcft how little fo charming a face may be to create impertinence ; and I perfuade myfdf, that 
when you remember where you fat lafl night at the 

L play. 
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play houfe, yen will not need to b: told this comes from the perfon who was juft before you. 

In the fir ft place, Madam, 1 alk pardon for the liberty I then took of looking at you, and for the 
greater liberty I now take in writing to you. But, 
after this, I beg leave to fay that my thoughts are honourable, and to inform you who I am : I fhall 
not pretend to be any better. I keep a fiiop, Madam, 
in Henrietta ftreet, and, though but two years in 
trade, I have a tolerable cuftom. I do not doubt 
but it will increale, and I (hall be able to do fome- 
thing for a family. If your inclinations are not en- 
gaged, 1 Ibould be very proud of the honour of 
waiting on you ; and in the mean time, if you pleafe 
to defire any freind to alk my charafter in the neigh- bourhood, I believe it will not prejudife you againft, Madam, your moft humble fervant. 

letter XV. 
From a relation of the lady, in arfixer to the above. 

S 1 R, 
THERE has come into my hands a letter which 

you wrote to MifsM. Stebbing. She is a rela- 
tion of mine, and is a very good girl; and 1 date 
fay you will not think the worfe of her for confuit- 
ing her friends in futh an affair as that you wrote 
.about: Befides, a woman could not well anlwer 
fuch a letter herfelf, unlefsit was with a full refuial, 
and that (lie would have been wrong to have done, 
until (lie knew fomething of the perfbn that wrote 
it, as wrong as to have encouraged him. 

You feetn very fin: ere and open in your defigns, 
and as you-gave per million to inquire about you a- 
mong your neighbours, I being her nearclfc friend, 
did that for her^ I hive heard a very good account 
of you ; and, from all that 1 fee, you may be very 
Juitable for one another, She has fomc fortune t and 
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LETTER XVIII. if 
Her ftilhcr’s anfoter', on a fuppojition that he does not 

approve of the young man’s addriffs* 
Dear Polly, 

IHjve received your letter, dated the 4th inftanf, 
wherein you acquaint me of the propol'als made 

to you, through your coufin Hartcourt’s recommen- 
dation, by one Mr Willis. I hope, as you allure me, that you have given no encouragement to him ; for I 
by no means approve of him for your hulband. I 
have inquired of one of his townfmen, who knows 
him and his circumftances very well, and 1 am nei- ther pleafed with them, nor with his chara&er; and 
wonder your coufin would fo inconfiderately recom- 
mend him to you. Indeed I doubt not of Mr Har- eourt’s good intentions; but 1 infill upon it, that you 
think nothing of the matter, if you would oblige 

Your indulgent father. Your mother gives her bleffing to you, and joins 
wi’h me in the above advice. Your brother and filler, and all friends, fend their love and 
refpecls to you. 

LETTER XIX. 
The father’s anfwer, on a fuppojition that he does ap.- 

prove oj the young man’s dddreffts. 
My dear Daughter, IN anfwer to yours of the 4th infl. relating to the 
address of Mr Willis, I would have you neither wholly encourage nor d fcourage his fuit ; for if, on 

inquiry into his charafter and circumllances, 1 fhall fin- that they are anfwerable to your coufin’s good 
opinion of them, and his own'affurances, I know pot but his fuit may be worthy, of attention. Bur 
xny dc-r* coqfider that men are deceitful, and always 

L 3 p.uc 
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put the befit fide outwards; and it may poflibly, on the ftri&eft inqu ry, which the nature and importance 
of the cafe demands, come out far otherwife than it 
at prefent appears. Let me advife you, therefore, to 
aft in this matter with great prudence, and that yen 
make not ycurfelf too cheap ; for men are apt to 
flight what is too eafily obtained. Your coufin will 
give him hope enough, while you don’t abfolutely deny him ; and in the mean time he may be told, that you are not at your own difpofal, but entirely 
refolved to abide by my determination and direftion, 
in an affair bf this, great importance, and this will 
put him upon applying to me, who, you need not doubt, will, in this cafe, as in all others, ftudy your 
good, as becomes Your indulgent father. 

Y'our mother gives her blefling to you, and joins with.me in the above advice. Your brother 
and After, and all friends,-fend their love and reflects to you. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ 
LETTER XX. 

^ mode// lover defiring an aunt’s favour to him for her niece. 
Good Madam, 

I Have feveral times, when 1 have been happy in the 
company of your good niece, thought to have 

fpoken my mind, and to declare to her the true v.ir 
lue and afftclion I have for her ; but juft as I have 
been about to ipeak, my fears have vanquilhed my hopes, and I have been obliged to fufpehd mydefign. 
1 have thrown out leverai hints, that I thought would 
have led the way to a uller difclding of the fecret 
that is too big tor my breaft ; and yet, when I am 
near her, it is too important for utterance. Will you 
be fo good, Madam, to break the way for me, if I 
am not wholly difapproved of by you, and prepare her dear mind for a declaration that 1 mult make, 
and yet I know net how to begin. My fortune 
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and expectations make me hope tha: I may nor on 
thofe accounts be deemed unworthy* And could I, 
by half a line from your hand, hope that there is no 
other barj I IHould be enabled to build on To defi- rabie a found a < on,, and to let your niece know how 
much my happiaeil depends upon her favour. Exr 
cufe, good Madam, 1 beleech you this trouble, and 
this prelumptuous requeft, from 

Your obliged humble fervant. 

LETTER XXI. 
The aunt's anfvjer, fuppofing the gentleman deferves 

encouragemtnt. S I R, 
T Cannot fay 1 have any diftike, as to my own part, 

to your propofal, or your manner of making it, 
whatever my niece may have; becaufe diffidence is generally the companion of merit, and a token of 
refpeft. She is a perfon of prudence, and all her 
friends are lb thoroughly convinced of it, that her 
choice will have the weight it deferves with us all; 
fo I cannot lay what will be the event of your decla* 
ration to her ; yet fo far as I may take upon myfclf 
to do, l will not deny your requelt, but on her re. turn to-morrow will break the ice, as you defire, not 
doubting your honour, and the fincerity of your profellions. And I lhall tell her, moreover, what l 
think of the advances you make. 1 believe Ih*; has 
had the prudence to keep her heart entirely difen- gaged, btcaufe Hie would otherwife have told me ; 
and is not fo mean fpirited as to be able to return 
tyranny and infuk tor tin. value, when foe is pro- 
perly convinced of it. Whoever has the happinefs (permit me, though her relation, to call it lb) to 
meet with her favour, will find this her chara&er $ 
and it is not owing to the fond partiality of, S I.R, Your friend and fervantj 
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LETTER XXII. 
From a refpeftful lover to his mijlrefs% 

Dear Madam, 
T Have long ftruggled wich the mofl honourable ■*- and refpedful paffion that ever filled the heart of 
man. I have often tried to reveal it perfonally and 
as often in this way, but never till.now could prevail 
upon my fears and doubts. 1 can no longer Itruggle 
with a fecret that has given me fo much torture to 
keep, and yet hitherto more when ! have endeavour- 
ed to reveal it. 1 never entertain the hope of feeing 
you without rapture ; but when I have that pleafure* 
inftead of Ivdng animated, as I ought, l am utterly 
confounded. What can this be owing to, but a dif- 
fidence in myfelf, and an exalted opinion of your worthinefs? and is not this a flrong token of ardent 
love? Yet if it be, how various is the tormenting 
paffion in its operations? fince fome it infpires with 
courage, while others it deprives of all necdTary con* 
fidence. 1 can only allure yon, Madam, that the 
heart of man never conceived a llronger or lincerer 
paffion than mine for you. If my reverence for you 
is my crime, 1 am fure it has been my fufficient pu- mffimenr. I need not fay#my defigns and motives 
are honourable. Who dare approach fo much vir- tuous excellence, with a fuppofition that fush an af- 
furance is necdTary ? What my fortune is, is well 
known, and 1 am ready to Hand the tell of the ftri&- 
ell inquiry. Condefcend, Madam, to embolden my refpedtful paffion by one favourable line, that if what 
1 here profefs, and hope further to have an oppor- tunity to affure you of, be found to be unqueftion- 
ably true, then, I hope, my humble addreffes will not quite be unacceptable to you ;and thus you will 
for ever oblige, dear Madam, 

Your aftcdUonate admirer, and devoted fervant. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

The anpwer, 
S I R, 

IF modefty be the greateft glory in our fex, furely it cannot be Wame-worthy in yourt. For my own 
part, I muft think it the moft amiable quality ei:her 
nun or woman can poflcfs. Nor can there be, in my opinion, a true refpeft where there is not a dif- 
fidence cf one’s own merit, and an high opinion of the per Tons we efteem. 

To fay more on this occafion would little become me. To fay lefs, would look as if I knew not how 
to pay that regard to modeft merit, which modeft merit only deferves. 

You, Sir, belt know your own heart; and if you* 
are fincere and generous will receive as you ought 
this franknefs from. Sir, Your humble fervant. 

LETTER XXIV. 
A gentleman to a lady, prof effing an averjion to the 

tedious Jormality in court/hip. 
Dear Madam, 

I Remember that one of the ancient* in deferibing a youth in love, fays, he has neither wifdom enough 
to fpesk, nor to hold his tongue. If this be a }*sft 
defeription, the fincerity of my paflion will admit of no difpute .* and whenever in your company 1 be- 
have like a fool, forget not that you are anfwerable for my incapacity. Hiving made bold to declare this much, I mull prefume to fay, that a favourable 
rccephon of this will, I am certain, make me more worthy of your notice ; but your difdain would be 
what 1 believe myfelf incapable eve^ to furmount. To try by idle fallacies,, and airy compliments, to prevail on your judgment, is a felly for any man to 

attempt 
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attempt who knows you. No, Madam, your goorf 
fenfe and endowments have raifed you far above the necelfity of pra&ifing the mean artifices which pre- 
vail upon the lefs deferving of your ftx : you are 
not to be fo lighvly deceived ; and, if you were, give 
me leave to fay, I (hould not think you deferving of 
the trouble that would attend fuel) an attempt. This, 1 muft own, is no falhionable letter from- 
one who, I am fure, loves up to the greatefl hero 
of romance ; but as I would hope, that the happi- nefs I fue for fhould be lafting, it is certainly moll 
eligible to take no ftep to procure it but what will 
bear refledtion ; for I fhould be hap£y to fee you mine, even when we both have outlived the tafle of 
every thing that has not virtue and reafon tofuppert 
it. 1 am. Madam, notwithflanding this unpolilhed addrefs. Your moll refpe&able adn irer, 

And obedient humble fervant- 

LETTER XXV. 
The lady’s anfioer, encouraging a further declaration-, 

SIR, 
I AM very little in love with the fafhionable me- thods of courtflfp : fincerity with me is prefer- 
able to compliments ; yet 1 fee no reafon why com- 
jnofi decency Ihould be difearded. There is fome- thing fo odd in your ftile, that when I know whe- 
ther you are in jell or earnefl, I (hall be lefs at a le i’s 
tp anfwer you. Mean time, as there is abundant 
room for riling, rather than finking, in your com* plaifance, you may poifibiy have chofen wifely to 
begin firlt at the lower. It this be the cafe, I know 
not what your fucceeding addreflts may produce : 
But I tell you fahly, that your prefent mak-2 no great ynpreflion, yet perhaps as much as you intend, on 

Your humble fervant*. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

3* 

The gentleman’s reply, more openly declaring hispajjion. 
Dear Madam, NOW I have the hope of being not more defpi fed 

for my acknowledged affefiion. I declare to you, with all the fincerity of a man of honour, that 
I have long had a moft fincere paiTion for you; but 
1 have feen gentlemen led foch dances, when they 
have given up their afFeftions to the lovely tyrants 
of their hearts, and could not help themfelves, that 
I had no courage to begin an addrefs in the ufual 
forms, even to you, of whofe good fenfe and gene- 
rofity 1 neverthelefs had a good opinion. You have favoured me with a few lines, which I moft kindly 
thank you for. And I do sfTure you, Madam, if you will be pleafed to encourage my honourable fuit, you (hall have fo juft an account of my cir- 
cumftances and pretenfions, as I hope will intitle me to your favour in the honourable light in which 
1 profefs myfelf, dear Madam, 

Your moft obliged and faithful admirer. 
Be fo good as to favour me with one line more 

to encourage juy perlonal attendance, if not dif- 
agreeable, 

o o *z* o *z* o *z> o c* *2- O O o •<> <>••£>■-< «► 
LETTER XXVII. 

The lady’s anjwer to his reply, putting the matter on 
a fitdden iifue. S I R, 

A S we are both fo well inclined to avoid unnreef- fary ti ouble, as well as unneceffary compliments, 1 think jir-, per to acquaint you, th u M Dtmford, 
of Wincheiter, has tne maoegemtr.t of all my af- faii s; and is a man of fueh probity art! h >nour. 
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without him. 1 have no diflike to your perfon ; and 
if you approve of what Mr Dunford can acquaint 
you with in relation to me, and I approve of his report in your favour, I fhall be far from (hewing 
any gentleman that I have either an infolent or a 
fordid fpirit, efpecially to fuch as do me the honour 
of their good opinion. I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant; 
4" ‘fr'fr'ik ft 4' $ £ 4” ^ # & £ ir 

LETTER XXVIII. 
yf facetious young lady to her aunt, ridiculing her ferious lover. 

X)ear Aunt, 
I AM much obliged to you for the kindnefs you intended me, in recommending Mr R'chards to 
me for a hufband : But I muft be fo free to tell 
you, he is a man no wifeTuited to my inclination. 
I defpife, it is true, the idle rants of romance ; but 
I am inclinable to think there may be an extreme on 
the other fide of the queftion. 

The fidt time the honed man came to fee me, in 
the way you was pleafed to put <u his head; was one Sunday after fiermon time. He beganx with tell- 
ing me, what I found at my finger-ends, that it was very cold, and politely blowed upon his. 1 imme- 
diately perceived that his pafiion for me could not keep him warm ; and in complaifance to your re- 
commendation, contllifted him to your fire-iide. Af- 
ter he had pretty well rubbe^d heat into his hands, 
he flood up with his back to the fire, and, with his 
hands behind him, held up his coat, that he might 
be warm all over ; and looking about him, alked, 
with the tranquillity of a man a twelvemonth mar- ried, and juft come off a journey, how all friends did in the country ? I faid, 1 hoped very well; but 
would be glad to warm my fingers. Cry mercy, Madam 
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Madam ! And then he ihuffled a little further from the fire; and after two or three hems, and a 
lore; paufe——— I have heard, fays he, a mod excellent fermon jult 
now. Dr Thomas is a fine man truly : Did you 
ever hear him, Madam ? No, Sir I generally go to my own parifh-church. That is right. Madam, to 
be fure. What was your fubjftt to day ? The Pha- 
rifee and the Publican, Sir. A very good one tru- 
ly : Dr Thomas Wimid have made fine work upon that fubjett. His text to-day was, Evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners. A good fubjeA, Sir ; I doubt not but the doctor made a fine dtlcourfe up. on it. O, ay, Madam, he cannot make a bad one 
upon any fubjeft. 

i rung for the tea kettle ; for, thought 1, we Jhall have all the heads of the fermon immediately. At tea he gave me an account of all the reli. ious 
focieties, unaiked ; and how many boys they had put 
out ’prentices, and girls they had taught to knit, and ling pfaltns. To all which I pave a nod of approba- 
tion, and was.juft able to fay, (for I began to be nioft horribly in the Vapours,) it was a very exce lent 
charity. O, ay. Madam, faid he again, (tor that is 
his word I find,) a very excellent one truly ; it is 
fnatchin'g fo many brands out of the fire. You are a contributor, Sir, 1 doubt not. O, ay, Madam, to be fure ; every good man would contribute to fuch 
a worthy charity to be fure. No doubt, Sir, a blef. 
fing at lends upon all who promote fo wor hy a de- 
fign. O, ay, Madam, no'dcubt as you fay : I am 
fttre I have found it ; blefled be God 1 and then he 
twang’d his noi'e, and lifted up his eyes, as if in an 
ejaculation. O’ my good aunt, what a man is here for a hufi- 
band ! At hft cafne the happy moment of his taking 
leave ; for I wouid not aik him to ftay fupper : and, 
moreover, he talked of going to a lefture at St He- 
len’s. And then (though 1 had an opportunity of 

M faying 
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faying little more than Yes, and No, all the time ; for he took the vapours he had put me into for de- 
votion or gravity ; (at leaft I believe fo) he preffed my hand, looked frightfully kind, and gave mp to 
Underftand, as a mark of his favour, that if, upon 
further converfation, and inquiry into my charaiter, he fhould happen to like me as well as he did from my behaviour and perfon, why, truly, I need not fear 
in time, beii g oltfled with him for my hufband. 

This, my good aunt, may be a mighty 1'afe way 
of travelling towards the land of matrimony, as far 
as I know ; but I cannot help wilhing for a little 
more entertainment on our journey. I am willing 
to believe Mr Richards an honeft man ; but am, at the fame time, afra d his religious turn of temper, 
however in itfelf commendable, would better fuit 
with a woman who centers all defertin a folemn ap- pearance, than with, dear aunt, Your greatly obliged k’mfwoman. 

LETTER XXIX. 
Her aunt’s anfwer) rebuking her ludicrtus turn of mind. 
Dear Niece, 

I AM forry you think Mr Richards fo unfuitable a 
lover. He is a ferious, fober, good man; and 

-furely when ferioufnefs and fobriety make a necef- 
faiy part of the duty of a good huiband, a good fa- 
ther, and a good mafter of a family, thole charafters fhould not be the fubjeft of ridicule, in perfons of 
our fex efpecially, who would reap advantages from 
them. But he talks of the weafhc r when he firtt 
fees you, it teems ; and would you have had him direflly fall upon the fubjeft of love the moment he beheld you ? 

He vili.ed you juft after the fermon on a Sunday ; 
and was it fo unfuicable for him to let you fee, that the 
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the duty of the day had made proper impreffions 
upon him ? 

His turn for promoting the religious focieties, 
which you fpeak fo (lightly of, deferves more regard 
from every good perfon ; for that fame turn is a lend of fecurity to a woman, that he who had a be- 
nevolent and religious heart, could not make a bad 
man, or a bad hidband. To put out poor boys to ’prenticediips, to teach girls to fing pfalms, would be with very few a fubjeft for ridicule ; for he that 
was fo willing to provide for the children of others, 
would tike ftill greater care of his own. He gave you to underftand, that if he liked your 
charafter on inquiry, as well as your perfon and be- haviour, he fhould think himlelf very happy in fuch 
a wife ; for that, I dare fay, was more like his lan- guage, than what you put in his mouth ; and, let 
me tell you, it would have been a much (Iranger 
fpeech, had fo cautious and ferious a man faid, with- out a thorough knowledge of your charafter, that at the firft fight he was over head and ears in love 
wdth you. 

I think, allowing for the ridiculous turn your airy wit gives to this firft vifit, that, by your own account, he afted like a prudent, ferious, and wor- 
thy man as he is, and like one who thought flafliy 
compliments beneath him in fo ferious an affair as this. 

I think, dear niece, this is not only a mighty fafe way, at you call it, of travelling towards the land of 
matrimony, but to the land of happinefs, with re- fpett as well to the next world as to this. And it is to be hoped, that the better entertainment you fo 
much wifh for on your journey, may not lead you too much out of your way, and divert your mind 
from the principal view which you ought to have at your journey’s end. In Ihort, I (hould rather have wifhed that you 
could bring your mind nearer to his ftandard, than 

M 2 thjt 
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that he Jhould bring down his to your level. And 
you would have found more fatisfattion in it than ypu imagine, could you have brought yourfelf to a 
little more of that foiemn appearance, which you treat fo lightly, and which, I think, in him is much 
more than mere appearance. 

Upon the whole, dear niece, I am forry, that a 
woman of virtue and morals, as you are, Hiould 
treat fo ludicroufly a ferious and pious frame of mind 
in an age wherein good examples are lb rare, and fo 
much wanted ; though, at the fame time, I am far 
from offering to prelcribe to you in fo arduous an 
affdr as a huiband ; and wilh you, and Mr Richards 
too, fmce you are fo differently difpofed, marched more fuitable to each other’s mind than you are 
likely to be together : For I am, Your truly afle&ionate aunt. 

LETTER XXX. 
A failor to hisfweethcart. 

My dear Peggy, "¥ F you think of me half fo often as I do of you, it 
will be every hour ; for you are never out of my 

thoughts ; and when I am affeep, I confbntly dream 
of my dear Peggy. I wear my half bit of gold al- 
Ways at my heart, tied to a blue ribbo* round my 
peck ; for true blue, my dearelt love, is a colour of colours to me. Where, my dearelt, do you put 
yout s ? I hope you are careful of it : for it would be a bad omen to lofe if. _ , 

I hope you hold in the lame mind (till, my dearelt 
dear ; for God will never blefs you if you break the vows you have made to me. As to your ever faith- 
ful William, I would focr.cr have my heart torn from my bre.lt than it fiiould harbour a wilh for any o- 
ther woman befides my Peggy. O, my dearcft love ! 
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you are the joy of my life ! my thoughts are all of you » 
you are with rne in all I do ; and my hopes and my wifhes are only to be yours. God fend it may be lb. 

Our captain talks of failing foon for England : and 
then, and then, my deareft Feggy !—O how I rejoice, how my heart beats with delight that makes me I can- 
not tell how, when I think of arriving in England, 
and joining hands with my Peggy, as we have our 
hearts before, I hope! I am fure I fpeak for one. John Arthur, in the good fliip Elifabeth, Captain Wjterton, which is returning to England, as I hope 
we (hall foon, promifes to deliver this into your own dear hand ; and he will bring you, too, fix bottles of citron-water, as a token of my love. It is 
fit for the fineft lady’s tafte, it is fo good ; and is, 
what they fay, ladies drink when they can get it. 
John fays he will have one fweet kifs of my dearefl: 
Peggy, for his care and pains. So let him, my belt love ; for I am not of a jealous temper. I have a 
better opinion of my deared than fo.— But oh ! that I was in his place !•—.Qne kifs fliould not ferve my 
turn, though I hope it may his.—Yet if he takes two, I will forgive him ; one for me and one for him- felf. For I love John dearly ; and fo you may well 
think. Well, what fhall I fay more?—or rather 
what lhall I fay next ? For I have an hundred things 
crowding in upon me, when I write to my dcareft j and alas, one has fo few opportunities ! but yet I 
mult leave off; for I have written to the bottom of my paper. Love then to all friends, and duty to 
both our mothers, conclude me 

Your faithful lover till death.' 

LETTER XXXI. 
- Her anfwer* Dear William, FOR fo I may call you, now we are fure ; and fo 
my mother lays, this is to let you know, that no- 

M 3 thing 
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thing fliall prevail upon me to alter my promife made 
to you when we parted; with heavy hearts enough, that is true : And yet I had a little inkling given me, 
that Mr Alford’s fon, the carpenter, would be 
glad to make love to me : but do you think I would 
1'ufFer it ? No, indeed ! for I doubt not your loyalty 
to me ; and do you think I will not be as loyal ta 
you ?—To be fure I will. Thefe failors rfin fueh 
lad chances, faid one that you and I both know; 
they may return, and they may not. Well, I will 
truft in God for that, who has returned fafe to his 
friends, their dear Billy fo many a time, and often. 
They will have a miftrefs in every land they come to, 
faid they. All are not fuch naughty men, faid I ; 
and I will truft Billy Oliver all the world over. For 
why cannot men be as faithful as women, tro’ ? 
And for me, I am fure no love (hall ever touch my 
heart but yours. 

God fend us a happy meeting ; let who will fpeak 
againft failors, they are the glory and the lafeguard 
of the land. And what had become of Old Eng- land long ago but for them ; I am fure, the lazy good-for nothing land-lubbers would never have 
protefted us from our ct uel foes. So failors are, and 
ever fliall be, efteemed by me ? and of all failors, 
my dear Billy Oiiver. Believe this truth from, Your faithful, &c. 

P. S. I had this letter writ in readinefs to fend 
yon, as I had opportun;ty. And the captain’s lady undertakes to fend it with hers. That 
is very kind and condefcending : is it not ? 

•   L. E T T E R XXXli. 
M//s Motty, Smith to her coujin, giving her an account- of a very remarkable infiance of envy , in one of her acquaintance -who lived in the city of Tork, 

Dear Coufin, Ipromifed, you know, to write to you when 1 had 
ary thing to tell you ; and as I think the follow- 
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ing ftory very extraordinary, I was willing to keep 
my word. Some time ago, there came to fettle in this city, a lady whofe name is Difon. We all yilited her; 
but Ihe had fo deep a melancholy, arifing, as it ap- peared, from a fettled (late of ill health that no- 
thing we could do could afford her the leaft relief^, 
or make her chearful. In this condition fhe lan- guiflied amongft us five years, (till continuing to 
grow worfe and worfe. 

We all grieved at her fate. Her flefti was wither- 
ed away; her appetite decayed by degrees, till all food became naufeous to her fight ; her ftrength 
failed her; her feet could not fupport her tottering 
body, lean and worn away as it was; and we hour- 
ly expeded her death. When at laft, Ihe one day 
called her moft intimate friends to herbedfide, and, 
as well as Ihe could, fpoke to the following purpofe; 

I know you all pity me : But alas ! I am not fo li much the objed of your pity, as your contempt 
“ for all my mifery is of my own feeking, and ow. 
** ing to the wickednefs of my own mind. I had “ two filters, with whom I was bred up ; and I have 
“ all my life time been unhappy, for no other caufe 
“ but for their fuccefs in the world. When we were 
“ young, 1 could neither eat nor fleep in peace, u when they had either praife or pleafure. When « we grew up to be women, they were both foon 
“ married, much to their advantage and fatisfadion. 
“ This galled me to the heart; and though I had fe- u veral good offers, yet, as I did not think them in 
“ all refpeds equal to my filters, I would not accept “ them : and yet was inwardly vexed torefufe them,. “ for fear I Ihould get no better. I generally deli- 
“ berated fo long that I loft my lovers, and then 
“ pined for that lofs. I never wanted for any 
“ thing ; and was in a fituation in which I might have been happy, if I pleafed. My lifters doved 
5‘aie very well; for I concealed as much as pof- 

fible,, 
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“ fible, from them my odious en-vy ; and yet never ie did any poor wretch lead fo rniferable a life as I 
“ have done ; for every blefling they enjoyed Was a 
** c*agger to my heart. It is this envy that has *< caufed all my ill health, has preyed upon my « very vitals, and will now bring me to my grave.’* 

In a few days after this confeffion flie died ; and 
her words and death made fuch a ftrong impre- 
lion on my mind, that I could not help fending 
you this relation ; and begging you, my dear Sukey, 
to remember how careful we ought to be to curb 
in our minds the very firft riling of a paflion fo deteftable, and fo fatal, as this proved to poor 
Mrs Difon. I know I have no particular reafon 
for giving you this caution ; for I never faw any thing in you but what deferved the love and efteem 
of, Your ever affettionate coufin, M. S h. 

LETTER XXXIII. 
The following letter is from an unknown lady, to a young gentleman, on whom Jhe had unfortunately fixed her affediions : but as fhe never had it in her 

fower to make any proper imprefions on him, or a. 
better opportunity of having her inclinations Jigni- 
fed to him, fhe wrote as follows t 
SIR, 

IRELYon your gocdnefsto redrefsand conceal the misfortunes I now labour under ; but oh ! with 
what words lhall I declare a pillion which 1 bluih 
to own. It is now a year and a half lince firlt I faw, and (mull I fay) loved you, and fo long have I drove 
to forget you ; but frequent lights of what I could not but admire, have made my endeavours prove vain. ' I dare not fubfcribe to this letter, lead it 

fliculd 
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fhould fall into hands that may poflibly expofe it ; 
but if you. Sir, have any curiofuy or defire to know 
who I am, I (hall be in the park to-morrow exaftly 
at two o’clock. I cannot but be under apprehen- 
fions, left you Ihould come more out of curioftty 
than compaflion ; but however, that you may have 
fome notion of me, if you do come, 1 will give you 
a fhort defcription of my per-foiv, which is tall and 
flender, my eyes and hair dark ; perhaps you will 
think me vain, when I tell you that my perfon alto., 
getber is, what the flattering world calk liandfome^ and as to my fortune, 1 believe you will have norea- 
fon to find fault with it. 1 doubt you will think luch a declaration as this, from a woman, ridiculous ; but, you will confider, it is cuftom, not nature, that makes it fo. My hand trembles fo, while I write, 
that I btlieve you can hardly read it. 

LETTER XXXIV. 
The gentleman did not give himfrlf the trouble to meet the lady, but took great fains to expofe and ridicule her letter, though reproved for it by his acquaint- 

ance s which coming to the lady’s knowledge, fhe 
fent him the following. 
S I R, 

"VTOU will the more eafily pardon this fecond jf trouble from a [lighted correfpondent, when 
1 amire you it fliaJl be the laft. 

A pailion like mine, violent enough to break through cultomary decorums, cannot be fuppofed to grow calm at once j but I hope I fhail undergo no 
feverer trials, or cenfures, than what I have done by taking this opportunity of difclurging the remains of 
a tenderncls, which 1 have fo unfortunately and im- prudently indulged. I would not complain of your 
unkindnels and want of generofity in expoling my letter^ 
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lerter, becaufe the man ihat is fo unworthy of a woman’s love, is too inconfiderable for her refrnt- ment ; but I can’t forbear alk ng you What could 
induce you to publifh my letter, and fo cruelly to fport with the milery of a pcrfon whom you know 
nothing worfe of, than that (he had entertained too good, too fond an opinion of you } 

For your own fake 1 am loth to fpeak it, but fuch conduft cannot be accounted for, but from cruelty 
of mind, a vanity of temper, and an incurable defeat 
of unaerftanding. But whatfoever be the reafon a- midft all my difappointments, I cannot but think my- 
felf happy in no funferibing my name ; for you might 
pei hap have thought my name a fire trophy to grace 
your triumph after the conqueft ; and how great 
my confulion mm have been, to be expofed to the fcorn or, at lead, to the pity of the world, I may 
gueb from the mortifications I now feel from feeing 
my declarations and profeffions returned without fuc- cefs, and in being convinced by the rslh experience 
1 have made, that my affections have been placed 
without dilcretion. How ungenerous your beha- 
viour hath been, I had rather you were told by the gentlemen, (who I hear univerfaliy condemn it) than 
force myfelf to fay any thing fevere. But although 
their kind fenfe of the affair mud yield me fume fa- 
tisfadtion under my prefent uneadnefs, yet it furni- 
fhes me with a frelh evidence of my own weaknefs, in lavi(hing my edeem upon the perfon that lead 
deferved it. 

I hope the event will give me reafon not only to 
forgive, but to thank you for this ill ufage. That 
pretty face, which I have fo often viewed with a mill 
taken admiration, I believe I (hall be able to look on 
with an abfolute indifference ; and time, I am fend- 
ble, will abundantly convince me, that your features areall the poor amends which nature hath made you 
for your want of tniderdanding, and teach me to 
confider them only at a decent cover for the empti- 
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nefs and deformity within. To cut off all hopes of your difcovering who I am, if you do no yet know, i have taken care to convey this by a d ffjrent hand 
from the former letter; for which I am obliged to 
a friend, on whofc goodnefs and fidelity I can fately rely. And it is my iaft requcit, that you would make 
this letter as publx as you have done the former. If you don’t, there are other copies ready to be difperfed • 
for though I utterly defpair of ever fhewing it to yourfelf, yet I am very fure of making it plain to 
every one elfe, that you are a coxcomb. Ad eu. 

LETTER XXXV. 
Lydia tt Harriott a lady newly married. 

My dear Harriot, 
IF thou art fhe, but oh, how fallen, how changed, what an ap- ftate ! How loll to all that’s gay nd 
agreeable! To be married, I find is to be buried 
alive ; I can’t conceive it more difmal to be Ihut up 
in a vault to converfe with the lhadesof my anceltors, than to be carried down to an old manor houfe in 
the country, and confined to the converfation of a 
fober hi'fband, and an aukward chambermaid. For variety, I iupp >fe you .nay entertain youiM'elf wiih Madam in the grogram gown, the fpoufe of your 
panlb vicar who has, by this time, 1 fure, well furnifljed you with receipts for making falves and 
pcff ts, dill lliog cordial waters, making fyrups,and applying poultices. 

Bldled folitude ! I wifh thee joy, my dear, of thy loved retirement, which indeed you would perfunde me is very agreeable, and different enough from what 
I have here defcribed. But, child, I am afraid thy .brains are a little difordered with romances and no* 
vels After fix months marriage to hear thee talk of 
love, and paint the country fcenet fo foftly, is a little 

extravagant 
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extravagant ; one would think you lived the lives 
of the Sylvan deities, or roved among the va’ks of pavadife, like the firil happy pair. Bur prithee leave 
thefe whimfies, and come to town in order to live 
and talk like other mortals. However, as 1 am ex- 
tremely interelled in your reputation, 1 would will- 
ingly give you a little good advice at your firlt appear- 
ance under the charafter of a married woman. ’Tis 
a little infolent in me, perhaps, to advife a matron; 
but I am fo afraid you’ll make fo filly a figure as a 
fond wife, that I cannot help warning you not to 
appear in any public place with your hufband, and 
never to faunter about Sr Jamei’s Park together. If 
you prefume to enter the King at Hyde Park toge- 
ther, you are ruined f->r ever : nor muft you take 
the lealtnotice of one another at the play-houfe, or opera, unlefs you would be laughed at as a very lov- 
ing couple, molt happily paired in the yoke of wed- 
lock I would recommend the example of an ac- quaintance of purs to your imitation ; fhe isrhemoft 
negligent and falhionable wife in the world ; fhe is 
hard'y ever feen in the fame place with herhulb^nd, 
and if th'y happen to meet, they would think them perfect ftrangers. She never was heaid to name 
him n his abfence, and takes care he lhall not be the fufjeft of any cifcourle rhat fhe has a fhare in. 
1 hope >ou will propole this lady a? a pattern, tho’ I am very much afraid you will be fo filly to think 
Portia, Sabina, &c. Roman wives, much brighter examples. I wiflj p may never com * into your head 
to imitate thofe antiquated creatures fo far, as to come intopuhl.c in t te habit, as well as the air of a 
Roman matron. You make already the entertain- 
ment at Mrs Modifli’s tea table ; fhr (ay , fhe a'ways thought you a difireet perion, and qualified to ma- nage a family with arlmirable prudence. She dies to 
fee what demure and ferious airs wedlock has given 
to you; but fhe fays Ihe fhall never forgive your choice of fo gallant a man as Bellamour, to transform him 
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him to a mere fober hufljand; it was unpardonable. 
You fee, my dear, we all envy your happinefs, and 
no perforv more than Your humble lervanr, Ly d t A. 

LETTER XXXVI. 
Harriot's anfwer to the above. 

T? E not in pain, good Madam, for my appearance 
in t. wn ; 1 lhall frequent no public places, or make any vifits, where the chandler of a model! 

wife is ridiculous. As for your wild raillery on ma» 
trimony, it'is all hypocnfy. You and all the hand- fonieyoung women ofyour acquaintance, Ihew them- felves to no other purpofe, than to gain ^ conqueft 
over foine man of worth, in order to bellow y ur 
charms and fortune on him. 'There is no indecency in the confelfion, the defign is mode!! and honour- 
able, and all your affectation cannot difguife it. 

I am married, and have no other concern but to 
pleafe the man I love. He is the end of every care I have. If I drefs, it is for him ; if L,read a poem or 
a play, it is to qualify myfelf for a converfation a- 
gn-eable to his tafte. He is almoft the end of my de- votion ; half my prayers are for his happlnefs. I 
love to talk of him. and never hear him named but 
wuh pleafure and emotion. I am your friend, and 
wifli your happmefs ; but am ferry to fee, by the 
air of your letter, that there are a fet of women who are got into the common-place raillery of every 
thing that is fober, decent, and proper. Matrimony, 
and the clergy are the topics of people ot little wir, and no u derllanding. I own to you, I have learned 
of the vicar’s wife all you tax me with. She is a 
difereet, ingenuous, pleaiant, pious woman. I wilh flic had the handling of you and Mrs Modilb; you 
would find, if you were too free with her, (he would 

! make you blulb as much as if you had never been 
fine ladies. The vicar, Madam, is lb kind as to 

i vilk my hulb/jd, and -bis agreeable .converurion 
N has 
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has brought him to f’njoy many fober happy hours, 
when even I am flint out, and my dear hufband is enternined only with hisow n thoughts, Thefe things, 
dear Madam, will be Lfting fatisfadiont, when the 
fine ladies, and the coxcombs, by whom they form them (elves, are entirely ridiculous, ridiculous even in 
old age. I am, Madam, your moft humble fervanr, Harriot. rr1EESS]EEESE®SE(?Elsi&@EI5iH:EE£EEEEi®EEeJ 

LETTER XXXVII. 
The following pretty entertaining letterwas written by our poet Waller, to the Lady Sidney, on the marriage of her filter. 
To my La4y Lucy Sidney, upon the mart lage of my Lady Dorothy to my Lord Spencer. 

Madam, 
IN the common joy atPenfhurft *, I know none to whom ^complaints may come lefs unfeafonable 
than to your Lady flopy the lofs of a bed-fellow bs- 
ing almcft equal to that of a miftrefs ; and therefore 
you ought at leaf! to pardon, if you content not to 
the imprecation of the deferted, which juit heaven 
no doubt w ill hear ! May my Lady Dorothy (if we may yet call her fo) 
fuffer as much, and have the like paflion for this 
young lord, whom (he has preferred to the red of mankind, as others have had for her ; and may this 
love, before the year goes about, make her tafte of 
the firft curfe impofi d on woman kind, the pains of 
becoming a mother ! May her firft born be none of 
her own fex! nor fo I ke her, but that he m y re- femble her lord as much .is herfelf! May (he that always affc&ed ‘lienee and retirednefs, 
have the houfe fill, d with the noice and number of 
her children, ai d hereafter of her grandchildren I 
and then may (he arrive at that great curie fo m ich declined by fair ladies,,—old age ! May (he live to be 

vcry, 
* They were married, as we are informed, at Penfhurft# July II, 17^9. 
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t’ery old, and yet feem young ; be told fo by her glafs, and have no achs to inform her of the truth ! 
And when (he fhall appear to be mortal, may her 
lord not mourn for her, but go, hand in hand, with 
her to that place where, we are told, there is nei- 
ther marrying nor giving in marriage ; that being 
there divorced, we may have all an equal interefb in her'again ! My revenge being immorral, I wiili 
all this may alfo befal their polkrity to the world’s 
end, and afterwards. 

To you, Madam, I wifh all good things ; and that this lofs may in good time be happly fupplicd with 
a more conffant bedfellow tf the other lex. 

Madam, I humbly kifs your hand, and beg par- don for this trouble, from your L dylhip’ mod 
hunibie Edmund \V allrk^ 

LETTER XXX Vi II. 
Thewitand fpiritt.hat gave Lady Mary Wortley Montague, dur' ing her life, fuch rank in the polite world. was in no inltance more happly difp’ayed than in the lolloVing letter. We thii k the polite reader will be of opinion with us, that there is no let- ter in the collection lately publilhed, and fuppofed to have beeiv wrote by the fame lady, where the. life and fpirit of the writes is to be more admired, or the fentiments more approved. 
A letter from Lady Wort ley Montague, againft a maxim of Monf. RochejoucauWs, “ That marri- 

“ ages are convenient, but never delightful. ” 
T T ippears very bold in me to attempt to deftroy a -*• maxim eftablilhed by fo celebrated a genius as 
Monf. de Rochefoucault, and implicitly received by a nation which calls icfelf the only perfe&ly polite in 
the wo Id, and which ha', for fo long a time, given 
laws of gallam/y to all Europe. 

But, full of the ardour which the trmh infpires, I dare to advance the contrary ; and to affert, boldly, 
that it is marriage-love only which can be delight, 
ful to a good mind. We cannot tafle the fvveets of perfect love but in 
a weil-futted marriage. Nothing lo much diltiuguilhes. 

N a a 
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a little mind as to flop at words. What figntfies 
that cuftom (for which we fee very good reafons) of mak ng the name of hulband and wife ridiculous ^ 
A hufb.-nd fignifies, in the general interpretation, a 
jealous mortal, a quarrelfome tyrant, or a good fort 
of fool, on whom we may intpofe any thing ; a wife 
is a domellic daemon, given to this poor man to de- ceive and torment him. The conduft of the gene- 
rality of people fufficiently juUifies thefe two cha- 
ratflers. But I fay, again. What fignify words ? A 
well-regidaed marriage is not like thofe of ambition 

and interefl. It is two lovers who live together. Let 
a prieft pronounce certain words, let an attorney 
fign certain papers, I look upon thefe preparations as a lover does on a ladder of cords, that he fixes to 
the window of his miftrefs. 

I know there are fome people of falfe delicacy, 
who maintain that the pleafures of love are only due 
to difficulties and dangers. They fay, very wittily, the rofe would nor be the rcfe without thorns,and a thoufand other tribes of that nature, which makes 
fo little impreffion on my mind, that I am perfuaded, 
was I a lover, the fear of hurting her 1 loved would 
make me unhappy, if tbe pofl’efiion was accompanied 
with dangers to her. The life of married lovers is 
very different; they pafs it in a chain of mutual obli- gations and marks of benevolence, andhavethe plea- 
fure of forming the entire happinefs of the object beloved ; in which point I place per! eft enjoyment. 

The moll trifling cares of ceconomy become noble 
snd delicate, when they are heightened by fentiments 
of tendernefs. To furnilh a room is no longer fur- nifiling a room, it is ornamenting the place where 
I expert my lover ; to order a fopper is not (imply 
giving orders toa cook, it k artiufing myfelf in re- 
galing him I love. Thefe neceffary occupations re- garded in this light by a lover, are pleafures infinite- 
ly more fenlible and lively than cards and public pla es, which make the happinefs of the multitude 
incapable of true pleafure.—A paffion happy and con- 
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contented, foftens every movement of the foul, and 
gilds each objcft that we look on. 

To a happy love, (I me^n one married to his mif- 
trefs) if he lias any employment, the fatigues of the 
camp, the cmbarraffmemi of a court, every thing becomes agreeable when he can fay to himfelf, It is 
to ferve her I love. If fortune is favourable, (for that does not depend on merit,) and gives luccefs to 
his undertaking, all the advantages he receives are offerings due to her charms; and he fiu .s, in the 
fuccefsofhis ambition, pleafure much more lively 
and worthy a noble mind, than that of railing his fortune, or of being applauded by the public. He 
enjoys his glory, his rank, lib riches, but as they re- 
gard her he loves ; and it is her loverlhe hears prai- 
fed when he gains the approbation of the parliament, 
the praifes ot the army, or the favour of his prince. 
In misfortune, it is his confolation to retire ton per- 
fon vrho feels h;s forrow, and to fay to himfelf in her arms, “ My happinefs does not depend on the 
“ caprice of fortune; here is my aflured afylum “ againft all grief; your efteem makes me infenfi- 
“ ble to the injuftice of a court, or the ingratitude u of a mafter. 1 feel a fort of pleafure in the lofs “ of my efface, as that misfortune gives me new 
“ proofs of your virtue and tendernefs. How little 
“ defireable is grandeur to perfons already happy? u We have no need of flatterers or equipage ; I f< reign in your heart, and I pofiefs in your perfon 
“ all the delights of nature.” In fhort, there .s no fituation of which the melancholy may not be fuft- ened by the company of the perfon we love. Even 
an illnefs is not without its pleafures, when we are 
attended by one we love. I fhould never have done, 
was I to give you a detail of all the charms of an union in which we find, at once, all that flatters the 
fenfes in the moft delicate and molt extended plea- fure ; but I cannot conclude without mentioning the’ 
fetisfaflion of feeing each day increafe the amiable 
pledges of our tender friendfhip.and the occupations 

N3 of 
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©f improving them according to their different fexes. 
We abandon ourfelves to the tender inftinft of na- 
ture refined by love. We admire in the daughter 
the beauty of the mother, and refptcl in the fon the 
appearances of underftanding and natural probity 
which vve efteem in the father. It is a pleai'ure, of 
which God hitafelf (according to M fet) was fenfible, when feeing what he had done, he found it good 

A p»^>pos of Mofies the firft plan of h ppinefs infinitely furpafled all others ; and I cannot form to 
niyfelf an idea of paradtfe mom delightful than that 
ftate n which our firft parents were placed. That 
did not laft, becaufe they did not kno>v the world ^ 
(which is the true reafan that there are 1W few love- 
matches happy.) Eve may be confidered as a f iol- 
ifh child, and Adam as a man very little enlightened. 
When people of that fort meet, they may, perhaps, be amorous at firlf, but that cannot lafi. They 
form to themfelves, in the violence of their paffions^ ideas above nature ; a, man thinks his miftrefs an angel, becaufe flic is bandfome ; a woman is enchant- 
ed with the merit of her lover, becaufe he adores 
her. The firff change of her complexion takes fronv 
him his adoration, and the hufband, ceafmg to adore her, becomes hateful to herr who had no other founv 
dation for her love • by degrees they are difguifed with one another, and, after the example of our 
firff parents, they throw on each other the crime of 
their mutual weaknefs;; afterwards coldnefs and con- tempt follow a great pace, and they believe they muffc 
hate each other becauie they are'married ; their fmalleff. faults are magnified in each other** light, and 
they are blinded to their mutual perfetfsons. A commerce eftablifhed upon paflion can have no other 
attendants.. A man when he marries his miftrefs,, 
ought to forget that fhe then appears adorable to 
him ; to confider that (lie is but a fimple mortal, 
fubjett to difeafes, caprice, and ilhhumour. He mull prepare his conftancy to fupport the lofs ofiher beau- 
ty, and colled a fund of complacency, which is necef- 
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fary for the continual converfition of the perfcn who 
is moll agreeable, and the lead unequal, i'he woman, 
on her fide, imift nor rxpedl a con.inuance of fl ute- 
riei and obedience. She muftdifpofe hcrfelf to obey 
agreeably ; a fcience very difficult, and of conte- 
qu' nee, of great merit to a man capable of feeling. 
She mull drive to h: -ghten the charms of a mdlrefs 
by the good fenfe and fohditv of a friend. When two perfons, prepoff-ffed with fentiments fo reatonable, 
are united by eternal ties, all nature fmiles epon. 
them, and the common objefrs become charming. 

I elleem much the morals of the Turks, an igno- 
rant people, but very polite, in my opinion. A gal. hint, convidled of having debauched a married wo- 
man, is looked upon by them with the fune horror 
as an abandoned woman by us j he is fure never to make his fortune, and every one would be afhamed 
to give a confiderable employment to a man fufpetd- ed of being guilty of fo enormous a crime — vVhae 
would they lay in that moral nation, were they to 
fee one of our anti knight-errants, who are always 
in purfuit of adventures to put innocent young wo- men in didrefs, and to ruin the honour of women 
of falhion ; who regard beauty, youth, rank, and virtue, but as fo many fpurs to incite their defire to 
ru;n, and who place all their glory in appearing art- ful feducers ; forgetting, that with all their care, they can never attain but to the fecond rank,.the de- 
vils having been long fmee in poflellion of the firdl 

I own, that our barbarous manners are fo well 
calculated for the edabliffiment of vice and mifery, 
(which is infeparable from it,) that they mud have hearts and heads infinitely above the common, to enjoy the felicity of a marriage fuch as I have de- 
fcribed. Nature is fo weak, and fo given to change, that it is difficult to fupport the bed founded con- 
dancy, aaiidft thofe many diffipations that our ridi- culous cudoms have rendered inevitable. A hufbandj 
who loves his wife, is in pain to lee her take me li. 
berties which falhion allowsj.it appears hard toreful'e 

then* 
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them her, and he finds himfelf obliged to conform 
bimlelf to the polite manners of Europe ; to fee. eve- 
ry day, her hands a prey to every one who will take them ; to hear her difp'ay,. to the whole world, the 
charms of her wit ; to fhew her neck in full d*y ; 
to drefs for balls and Ihows, to attraft admirers, and 
to Hften to the idle flattery of a thoufand fops. Can 
any man fupport his elteem for a creature fo public, 
or, at le«ft; does not (lie lofe much of her merit. To return to the oriental maxims, where the mofi 
beautiful women content themfelves with limiting 
the power erf their charms to him who has a right to enjoy them ; they have too much honour to wilfl 
to make other men miferable, and are too lincere nor to own they think themfelves capable of exciting 
a paflion. I remember a converfation I had with a lady of 
great quality at Conftantinople, the moft amiable 
woman I ever knew in my life, and for whom I had. afterwards the moft tender friendlhip ; fhc owned in- 
genuoufly to me, that ihe was content with herhuf- 
band. What libertines you ChrilHan people are ! 
(Ihefaid;) it is permitted to you to receive vilits 
from as many men as you pleafe; and your laws per- 
mit you, without limitation, the ufe of wine. I af- 
firred her fhe was very much milinformed ; that it was true, we received vifits, but thefe vifits were full 
of form.and refped; and that it was a crime to hear 
a man talk of love, or for us to love any other than 
our hufbamjs. Your hufbands are very good (laid fhe, laughing) to content themfelves with fo limited 
a fidelity. Your eyes, your hands, your converia- tion, are for the public, and what do you pretend to 
referve for them? Pardon me, my beautiful Sulta- 
na, (added fhe, embracing me,) 1 have all poflible inclination to believe what you fay, but you would 
impofe upon me impofSbilities. I know the amorous complexion of your infidels, I fee you are afhamed of 
them, and I will never mention them to you more. 

I found fb much good fenfs and truth in all fhe faid). 
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feid, that I could fcarcely contradict her ; and I 
owned at firlt, that the had reafoBs to prefer the 
morals of the Muffulmen to our ridiculous cuftoms, which are furprifingly oppolite to the fevere maxims 
of Chriftianiry. And notwithftanding our foolifli 
mariners, I am of opyiion, that a woman, determin- ed to find her happinefs in the love of her hufband, 
mult give up the extravagant defire of being admi- 
red by the pubi c ; and that a hufband who loves his 
wife, mult deprive himfelf of the reputation of be- 
ing a gallant at court. You fee that I fuppofe two 
perfyn? very extraordinary ; it is not, then, very 
i'urprifing fuch an union fhould be rare in a country 
where it is nectfl'ary, in order lobe hjfppy, to delpife the eftablilhed maxims. 1 am, &c. 

letter xxxix. 
From a lady, to a gentleman who had obtained all her friends confent, urging him to \leciine his fuit to her*, 

Oil have often importuned me to return marks* 
of that confideration for you which you pro- 

feis for me. As my paren $, to who n ] owe a 1 du- ty, encourage your addrefs I wiih I couid. I am 
hardly treated by them, becaufe 1 cannot. What 
fliall I do ? Let me apply to you, Sir, for my relief, 
who have much good lenfe, and 1 hope, ges.erofity. Yes, Sir, let me befpeak your humanity to me, and 
jnltice to yourfeIf, in this point ; and that ftiall be all I will alk in my favour. I own you deferve a 
much better wife than I fliall ever make ; but yet, as love is not in one's own power, if I have the mif- 
fortune to know 1 cannot love you, will not juliice to yourfeif, if not pity to me, oblige you to aban- 
don your prefent purpofe : 

But as to myfe!f. Sir, why fliouh! you make a poor 
creature unhappy in the diljaleafure of ail her fi lends at prefent, and Hill more unhappy, if, to avoid that, 
flic gives up her perfon, where fhe cannot beftow 

S 1 R, 

her 
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her heart ? If you love me, as you profefs, let m? 
alk you, Sir, Is it for my fake, or is it your own ? 
—if, for mine, how can it be, when I muft be mife- rable, if I am forced to marry where I cannot love ? 
If for your own, reflect, Sir, on the ielfifhnef* of 
your love, and judge if it deferves from me the re- 
turn you wi(h. 

How fadly does this love already operate ! You 
love me fo well, that you make me miferable in the 
anger of mydeareft friends !—Your love has already 
made them think me undutiful ; and inftead of the 
fondnefs and endearment 1 ufed to be treated witli 
by them, I meet with nothing but eludings, frowns,, flights, and difpleafure. 

And v hat is this love of yours to do for me here- 
after?—Why, hereafter, Sir, it will be turned.into* 
hatred or indifference at leaft : for, then, though I cannot give yoti my heart, I fhall have given you a 
tide to it, and you will have a lawful claim to its al- 
legiance. May it not then, nay, ought it not to be 
treated on the foot of a reb l, and expert punilhment 
as fuch, inftead of tendernefs ? Even were 1 to be 
treated with mercy, with goodnefs, with k'ndnefs 
by you, and could net dtferve or return it, what a wretch would your love make me ! How would it involve me in die crying fii! of ingratitude ! How 
would it deftroy my reputation in the world's eye, that the beft of hufbands had the worft of wives ! 
—the kindeft of men the unkindeft of women ? 

Ceafe then, I befeechyou, this hopeleft, this cruel 
purfuit !—Make fome worthier perfon happier in 
your addreffes, that can be happy in them !—By this means you will retlore me (ft you decline as of your 
own motion) to the condition you found me in, the love of my parents, and the efteem of my friends. It you really love me, this may be a hard talk, but it 
will be a moft generous one.—And there is fome rea- 
fon to exp. & it; for who that truly loves, wifnts to make the objetft of his love miferable ? This mu.t I 
be, if you perlift in your addrtfles : and I ihail know 
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by yourconduft, on occafions of this uncommon re- queft, how to confider it, and tn what light t > place 
you, eith r at the tnoft generous or the moft unge- nerous of men. Mean time, I am, Sir, molt hearti- 
ly, though I cannot be what you would have me, 

Your well wiihr.r, and humb e fervant. 
isii *;*: ** +::* * *. * * *: ♦: * * * * * *«««+•*•* * * * * 

LETTER XL. 
Gentleman*s anfwer to the lady's uncommon requejl. 

Dear Madam, 
T AM exceedingly concerned, that I cannot be as ^ acceptable to you as I have the good f'-rnme to 
find myf lf to your honoured parents. If, Madam, J had reafon to think it was owing to your prepofT’f- 
fion in fome happier man’s favour, I fhould u terly 
defpair of it, and ihould really thnik it would be unjull to myfelf, and ungenerous to you. to continue 
my addrefs. As therefore you have, by y<>ur own appeal to me, in fo uncommon a way, endeavoured 
to make me a party againft myfelf, and I have ihewn 
fo much regard to you, as to be willing to oblige 
you, as far 1 can, may I not hope the favour of 
you to declare gentrvufly whether 1 owe my unhappi- nefs to fuch a prepofleifion, and whether your heart 
is given to fame other l If this be the cafe, you 
fhall find all you wifh on my part ; and I (hall take 
a pride to pltad againft myfelf, let me fnffer ever fo 
much by it, to your father and mother ; but if not, ai d you have taken any other difguds to my perfon 
or behaviour, there may. be hope that my utmoft af- feft on and afliJuity, or a contrary conduct, may in time get the better of, let me implore you to per- mit me (till to continue my zealous refpecls to you • 
for this 1 will fay, that there is not a man in the world who can addrefs you with a fincerer and more 
ardent flam’, than, dear MiJam, your afF dtionate 
ad;n:rer7 and humble fervam. 
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LETTER XLI. 

The Lady's reply, in cafe of a prepofptffion. 
S I R, 

T Thank you for your kind afiurance, that you will 
befriend me in the manner I wiih ; and i think I 

owe it to your genercfity to declare, there is a perfon 
in the world, that, might 1 be left to my own choice, 
I ihould prefer to al! other men. To this. Sir, it is 
owing that youf addrefs cannot meet with the t-eturn 
it might otherwife deferve from me. Yet are hings 
fo circumilanced, that while my friends prefer you, 
and know nothing of the other, I fh mld find if very difficult to obtain their confents. iSut your gene- 
rous difcontinumce, without giving them the true 
reafon of it, will lay an obligation, greater than I 
can txprefs, on 

Your rnoft humble fervant. 
o <£* . o ■C* -O' > ef >■ -Z3- ■ * 

L E I TER XLtl. 
The lady's reply, in aft of no prepojf fjion, or thatfhe 

chufes not to avow it. 
S 1 R, 

I A. VI forrow to fay that my difapprobation of your 
addrefs is infupperahle. Yet 1 cannot but tin k 

mytelf beholden to you for the g ne ofry of s ■ ir 
anfwer to my earnefl requeft. I mull beg you S r, 
to giv’e over your application ; but hov> can I /ay, 
while I cannot help being of this mind, that it is, or 
is not owing to a prepofTeflion^ when you declare, 
that in the one inflame, (and that is very generous 
too) you will oblige me ; out in the other you will 
not? If I cannot return love for love, be the mo- 
tive what it will, pray, Sir, for your own fake as 
well as mine, difcontinue your addrefs. In cafe of 
prepefTffion you fay you can, and you will oblige me. Let my unworthinefs, Sir, have the fame cf- 
fe& upon you, as if that prepdleflion were to be a- 
vowed. This will infpire me with a gratitude that 
will always make me Your obliged fervant. 
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PART III. 

Familiar Letters of Advice and Inflruc- 
tions, See. in many Concerns of Life. 

#*.*************#**#**#*******# 
LETTER I. 

A letter from Judge Hale, Lord Chief Juflice of Eng* 
land, to his children, on the ferious ob/ervance of 
the Lord’s day, (commonly called Sunday.) when 
he was on a journey ; which well deft rues our at‘ 
tention. 

T AM now come well to  , From whence 1 
intend to write fomething to you oh the obfer- 

vance of the Lord,s day, and this 1 do for theferea- fons : ift, Becaufe it has pleafed God. to caft my lot 
fo, that I am at reft at this, place on that day, and the 
conftderation therefore of that duty is proper for me and you, viz. the work fit for that day. sdly, Be- 
caufe I have, by long and found experience, found, that the due obfervance of that day, and the duties of it, has been of fingular comfort and advantage to me ; and I doubt not but it will prove fo to youf 
God Almighty is the Lord of our time, and lends it us; and it is but juft we fhould confecrate this part 
of that time to him ; fur 1 have found, by a ftrid and 
diligent cbfcrvation, that a due obfervance of the du- ty of this day, has ever had joined to it a bkfiingon 

O the 
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the ref} of my time ; and the week that hath been 
fo begun, has been biefTed and proTperous to me. 
On the other (ide, when I have been negligent of the duty of this day, ti e reft' of the week has been 
tmfuccefiful, and ur.harpy to my own lecular cm* ploymetn; fo that I could eafily make an eftiraate of 
jny fucc( fits the week following, by the manner of 
my paiTmg this day ; and this 1 do not write lightly 
or incor.fideratdy, but upon a fang and found ob- 
servation and experience. 

LETT E R II. 
Tfie Ear I of Stcjford to his fin, jufl before his Lord- Jh'rp's execution. 

My dear Will, 
THLhE are the laft lines that you are to receive 

from a father that tenderly loves you. I with there was a greater kiftird to impart my mind unto 
ycu: but our merciful Lod will iupply all things by 
his grace, and wi.’l guide and proteft you in all your 
ways, to whole h.finite gootlnefs 1 bequeath you; and therefore be not .dill ouraged, but ferve him - A 
trull in him, and he will preferve and pro'per you 
in all things. Be lure you give all refptCl-, to my 
wife, that hath ever had a great love unto you, and therefore will it be well becoming you Never be 
warning in-your love and care to yi ur filters, but let 
them ever be moll clear unto you ; tor this will give dthers caufe to efleem ana re pt & ycu for it, and is 
a duty that you owe them in the memory of your excellent mother and myfelf. Therefore your care 
and affection to them mull be the very fame that you 
are to Lave of your fd'; and the like regard muityou Lave to your yourgdt lifter, for indeed you owe ic 
her alfo, bothfor her father and mother’s luk . Sweet Wi]h be careful to take the advice of thole friends ’ 1 iu/hh 
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itfho are, by me, defired toadvife you for ymxr edu- cation. Serve God diligently morning and evening, 
and reco mnend yourl’elf unto btni. and have him be- 
fore your eyes in all your ways. With patience hear 
the inftmftions of thofe friends I leave with you, and 
dilijently follow their counfel. For, till you come by time to have experience in the world, it will be 
far more fafe to truft to the r judgment than your own. Lofe not the time of your youth, but gather 
thole feeds of virtue and knowledge which may be of 
ufe to yourleif, and comfort to your friends for the 
reft of your life. And that this may be the better ef- 
fected, attend thereto with patience, and be fure tef 
correcl'and refrain yourfclf from anger. Suffer not furrow to calf you down, but with cheerfulnefs and 
good courage go on the race you have to run in all 
fobriety and truth. Be lure with an hallowed care to have refpeft to all the commandments of God, and 
give not yourfelf to negleft them in the leaf! thing, left, 'by degrees, you ccrae to forget them in the 
preateft ; for the heart of man is deceitful above aH things. And in all your duties and devotions to- 
wards G id, rather perform them joyfully than pen- 
five ly ; for Gcd loves a cheerful giver. For your religion, let it be difetted'according to that which 
fhalt be taught by thofe who are in God’s church, the proper teachers thereof, rather than that you ei- 
ther fancy one to yourfelf, or be led by men that are 
lingular in their o-wn- opinion, and delight to gp ways of their own finding out; for you will certain- 
ly find fobernefs and truth in the one, and much 
unfleadinefs and vanity in the other. The king, I trult, will ded gracioufly with you; reftore you 
thole honours, and that fortune, which a diftem- pered time hath^deprived you of, together with the 
life of your father; which 1 rather advife might be by 
anewgiftand creation from hmri'elf, than by any other means, to the end you may pay the thanks to him, 
without having obligations to any other. Before to 

^ a avoid. 
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avoid, as much as you can, to inquire after thofe 
that have been fliarp in their judgments towards me, 
and I charge you never to fuffer thoughts of revenge 
to enter into.your heart; but be careful to be inform- 
ed who were my friends in this profecurion, and to 
them apply yourfelf to make them your friends alfo; 
and on inch you may rely, and beftow much of your 
converfation among them. And God Almighty, of 
his infinite goodnefs, blefs you and your childrens 
children ; and his fame goodnefs blefs your fillers in 
like manner ; perfect you in every good work, and 
give you right underftanding in all things. Amen. 

Your moft loving father, T. Wentworth. 
sSs '+2^2 

LETTER III. 
Front a gentleman at Lijhon, immediately after- the 

earthquake, to his fan in London. 
My dear Son, 

ERE you receive this from your unhappy father, 
you will have heard of the deftruefion of this 

place, and of the calamitous fituation of its few re- maining miferable inhabitants. God, in his infinite 
mercy, protect us ! All that you have heard will fall fli. rt of what I have feen ; for no words have energy 
lufiicient to convey an idea of a feene fo amazmg.y dreadful.—Your poor modier is no more > alk mfi 
not for your filters !—and as for myfelf, I am a va- gabond, and condemned to feek mv bread from thole 
^ho can iil afford to feed me. But the Lord gave md the Lord hath taken away.—1 am fatisned. All 
may be for the belt; and our friends are, I doubt not, removed to a mo:e permanent city, \shole foundations are not to be fliaken, and where furrow 
is no more. Let us, my dear child, prepare to fol- 
low them ; and that we may do fo, let us live here that we may fear no diffolution, nor dread what may 
happen hereafter. Let us always be prepared for the 
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worft, and not depend on a death-bed repentance ; for you fee we have not a moment that we can call 
our own. St Anftin fays, IV e read of one man^uhn- vias fdved at the lajt hour, that none may defpair ; and 
of but one, that none may prefume. How unfafe, how 
foolifh, therefore, is it to put off that until to-mor- row, which is fo ellemially nectflary to be done to- 
day ? To morrow may never come !—-Oh think of 
that ! you may be fnached away in an inltant, as 
thoufands here have been, for there is no withftand- 
ing the arms of the Almighty : No ! the attempt •would be vain, would be prefumptuous, would be 
impious; and you will find, my dear fon, (I hope not too late ) that the only fecurity againft accidents 
of this fort, is the leading a religious and good life, 

I am your truly afFc'ftionate father. 
* *########*#-* *-*####** 
LETTER IV. 

To Amelia, with a gold thimble. 
April 25. 1778. AN you believe me, my little friend, when I fay 

that the prefent I now make you may be of more 
•fervice to you in thecourfe of your life, than the ring 
of Gyges ; and that I deferve your thanks as much as if I h id given you the cap of Fortunatus. Perhaps 
you may have heard only of the latter, I will explain 
to you the virtues of the ring. This, ray little fair, would rendei you invifible whenever you choofe to' 
be fo ; you might then range thro’ the apartments 
of your play fellows unfeen, play ten thoufand little- 
trecks which at prefent it is not in your power to do ; 
but,indeed, the greateft advantages of the ring are referved for another age, when you may be prefent with your lover, and difeover the true fentiments 
of his heart, perplex your rival, hide her BrufTeli and her jewels the night before a ball, and torment 
her with all the arts of ingenious mifehief. I'hefe 
are advantages which at prefent, perhaps, may not 

O 3, tempt 
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tempt you ; the cap* as I can eaflly imagine, tobs 
rather the objeft of your wiSies. But fell me, you fay, 
how this thimble can be of fueh infinite femce ? 

At your age, my little friend, employment is of 
the utmoft ufe : to bebufy, if not to be learning t© 
be virtuous, will at leaft proted you from the contra- 
ry impreflions. Whilft your imagination is employ- ed how beft to fhade a rofe, or your fancy deter- 
mines the colours of the various parts of your work, 
vanity will fcarce have time to whifper in your ear, 
that you have more beauty than another, or infpire 
you with too earjy a love of gaiety and pleafure. 

When you have lived to that age in which your 
reafon fhall be ripened, you will, perhaps, perceive 
that thofe little follies which your fex are guilty of, . 
proceed from a fault in their education, and that idlc- 
nefs is the parent of vice. Thus then in the early 
years of life, whilft you place the thimble on your fin- 
ger, you are guardingyourbofomagainft the approach . of foibles which might banifh thofe from your focie- 
ty who are attra&ed by the charms of your perfen. 

Another of its virtues, which, in all probability 
you can never want to experience, is, that, if pro- 
perly applied, it contains a charm againft the calami- 
ties of poverty. ^ have known many a female, who, 
by its affiftance, has fupported herfelf with decency, and felt the pleafure of living, without depending 
on the beneficence cf others. 

A few years hence, when the youth whom your 
eyes ha-e wounded, fhall beg your acceptance of 
fome trifle in the warmeft terms imaginable, he 
will intreat you to preferve it ; but I, on the con- 
trary, fhall defire you to be frequent in the ufe of 
this, and to wear it out for my Lke. I am, &c. 
003S3SE~BEa®®®ilEElE®3-aS!siE[H!Si33]E3S§) ■ 

LETTER V. 
On the viciffitudi's of human life. , 

REmember, my fon, that human life is the jour- 
ney of a day. We rife in the morning of youth, _ 
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ftoll of vijrcur, and full of expe&ation ; we fet for- 
ward with (pirit and hope, with gaity and with dili- 
gence, and travel on a while, in tite ftraight road of 
piety, towards the raanlions of reft. In a fhort time 
we remit our fervour, and endeavour to find Tome 
mitigation of our duty, and feme more eafy means 
of obtaining the fame end. We then relax «ur vi- 
gour, and refolve no longer to be terrified with crimes at a diftance, but rely upon our own con- 
ftancy, and venture to approach what we refolve 
never to touch. We thus enter the bowers of eafe, . 
and repofe in the lhades of fecurity. Here the heart 
foftens, and vigilance fubfides; we are then willing 
to inquire, whether another advance cannot be 
made, and whether we may not at leaft, turn our 
eyes upon the gardens of pleafure. We approach 
them with fcruple and hefitation ; we enter them, 
but enter timorous and trembling, and always hope 
to pafs thro’ them without loling the road of vir- 
tue, which we for a while keep in our fight, and 
to which we propofe to return. But Temptation fucceeds temptation, and one compliance prep u es us 
for another ; we, in time, lofe the happinefs of in- nocence, and folace our difquiet with fenfual gratifi- 
cations. By degrees we let fall the remembrance of 
our original intention, and quit the only adequate ob- 
ject of rational defire. We entangle ourielves in bu- finefs, immerge ourfelves in luxury, and rove thro* 
the labyrinths of inconftancy, till the darknefs of 
old age begins to invade us, and dileate and anxiety 
obftruft our way. We then Idok back upon our 
lives with horror, with forrow, with repentance ; 
and wiih, but too often vainly .wifh, that we had not 
forfaken the ways of virtue. Happy are they, my 
fon, who learn not to defpair, but fhall remember, 
that though the day is paft, and their ftrength is 
wafted, there yet remains one effort to be made; that reformation is never Jiopelefs, nor fincere en- 
deavours ever unaflilleJ ; that the wanderer may at 
length return aftera 11 his errors; and that he who 

implores 
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implores ftrength and courage from above, fliaH 
find danger and difficuky give way before him, 

LETTER VI. 
Frtm a father t« his fan, on his admifjion to the uni- 

verjity. 
My dear Son, 

YOU are now going into the wide world. Every ftep you take is artended with danger, and re- 
quires caution. My eye is upon you no longer, and 
the vigilance of governors, and the care of tutors, 
cannot follow you every where. Few will have con- 
cern or afkdhon enough to advile you faithfully. 
Your condufi mufl be a good deal regulated by your own reflexions. The only fecure paths are thofe of 
religion and virtue, in which it will not be difficult 
for you to walk, if you live agreeably to that fim- 
pltcity of life which the rules of academical locie- 
ties prefcribe. Mix not intemperance with your 
growing years, nor treafure up infirmities againft an 
age the fitted for employment. You have received 
health from your parents, and you ow'e it to your 
children. Be careful in the choice of your compa- 
ny ; pay civility to all; have friendfliip with few; 
not too quickly with any. An idle companion wall 
corrupt and difgrace you while you aflociate with 
him, and afperfe and cxpole you when you ffiall 
fliake him off. In this, be adviied by thofe whom 
1 truft to do all good offices for you. Whenever 
you find ycurfelf with perfons of fuperior age, or 
quality, or fiation, or erdowments pav a deference 
to them; fo mu h is due to their experience and 
charaXer. Modefty is the moft amiable virtue, e- fpecially in a young man who profeffes himlelf a 
Slearner Pcffibly, hi a large fociety, you may meet 
with fome bold young men who will think to arro. 
gate to themfelvcs a value amongll their ill bred com- 
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companions, by daring to fay and do abufive things to their governors : but do not you imitate fuch ex- 
amples ; for prudence is true magnanimity. A brave 
mind is feen in perfevering through the difficulties of 
a virtuous courfe ; in the conqueft of irregular ap- 
petites and paffiom, and in fcoming to do any thing 
that is mean or bafe. Have nothing to do with po- 
litics; which, when you lhall have ftudied all your life, you will not have found out what will hereafter 
be the humours or refentm nts, or private interefts, 
or public views of men in power : A ftudy, wnich, 
as it is generally dire&ed, rather leads from virtue,, 
is foreign to your prefent purpofe, and in which, if 
you could really have any fx 11, at your age, it would fcem to be aif died. Take the proper advantages of 
living in a fociety. Qbferve the different tempers 
and dilpofnions of men ; fhun their vices, imitate 
their virtues, make ufe of their learning, and let the 
many eyes that are upon you,theconfcioufnefsof your duty, and the indignation to be infignificant, raife 
an emulation in you to excel in fome kind of art or 
knowledge, that may hereafter be of ufe to the pub- lic. From the moment of your entrance take care 
of your reputation. Let not one exercife go out of j’our hands that hath not employed your utmoft di- 
ligence. Not with (landing the aftedfion 1 have for 
you, 1 (hall not be able to do you the fervice I defire, unlefs you affill me with your character. And, irj 
all doueUul cafes, let not yuur father, who loves 
you beft, and your governors, who are well able to 
diredi you, be thfr only friends that you will not 
confuit, 1 am, Sec. 

LETTER VII. 
To Demetrius, with a prefent of fruit, on early rijing, 

June 28. 1776. YOU would have received a much larger quantrty 
ot frui:, but, to fay the truth, my band of mu- 

ficians 
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ficians have made bold with more of it this fummer 
than ufltal ; however, when 1 confider it ti the 
only wage? I pay them, I am no other wife difpl a fed. 
with it, than as it prevents me fronv obliging my 
friends in town as I could wifli. 

My Lucinda, you know, is extremely fond of 
birds, and flie fays it would be cruel to dep ive them 
of their liberty, when we can be entertained with 
their fongs without it; to encourage then their rdi- 
dence amongft us, they are not dented a great ihare 
of the produftions of my gard n. 

We were thic morning at fix oMock in our gar- 
den ; an hour which you are totally unacquainted’ 
with, ami which, notwithfianding, affords the nobl.it 
feme which a human creature can be prefent at. . 

The iun, my Demetrius, was juft riien above the 
horizon, and ail the eaftern fky was tinged with 
blulhes; the zephyrs as they parted were fraught with 
fragrance from the opening flowers, and die feather- ed longfters were waked to their refpeftive parts, in 
their morn’nfr hymn to the Author of nature. 

Whilft my Lucinda and I were walking, like * 
fond old fafhioned couple, arm in arm, I could not 
but recollect that part of the Paradile loft, where 
Milton has elefenbed our fu ll parents as riling to 
their labours, and addrefling their grateful onions 
to the bounteous Father of every mercy. There is indeed fotnerhing which at this time in- 
fpires us with gratitude to our Maker, and produ- 
ces fenti rtents in almuft every boibm, like thole which are given to Adam. 

Thefe are thy glorious -works Parent of good, jdhnighty, Unne this Univerfui frame ; 
Thus -wondrous fair, thyf If how-wondrous then/ 
Unfpeakable, who prjf above thefe heuvens To us mvifible or clirruy fe;n 
In theje thy low eft works, yet thefe declure 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and power divine. 

There is like wile loniethmg which mull create a grateful 
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yrateful fenfe of our obligation to heaven, when we 
wake again to life, with the bleifing of health, and 
recoiled that many have pafTcd the night in a'l the 
anguilh of pain and dileafe. As formyfelf, 1 fhould retire to fleep with no little anxiety, if 1 were not 
aflured that we were protefted in thofe hours by our 
Maker, when we are not confcious of our own ex- iftence. There cannot furely be a more comfortable 
refle&ion, than being convinced that a power who 
commands and d'nedis all nature is Our gsard, with- 
out whole knowledge no a<ftion is committed, nor 
even the moft fecret thought can arife. 

With this confidence of lecurity, the good man commits himfelt to the arms of fleep, where all be- sides mull fear it, and feds feremty, where every o« ther breaft muft be compofed. 
The u'iial ferenity of the morning, which infpires 

ev ry warbler with cheerfulnefs, detained us in the 
garden till our little boy came running to inform u that the brcckfalt waited. 

“ Is it not extremely ablurd,” faid Lucinda, as we 
re u ned, u for mankind to complain < f the firorc 

duration of their livt s, when they even refufe to <l live a number of hours width Providence has be- 
“ flowed on them ? How many can we recolledl a- 
“ inonglt our accjuaimance wiio have been loft to 
“ tveiy joy thU morning has afforded us; ai d who 
“ may, notwithltanding, before night, affert, that the “ age wh.ch men in general attain to, lerves only to 
^c.’iidmft tnem to a foperfirial knovvledge of the ‘•1 icnce', or that old age approaches almeft as fooa “ as we begin to live.” 

Su.h indeed is frequently-the language of human creature*., who lofe the molt valuable parts of every d.t . Such too I have heard from your mouth, but 
then indeed you rife by eleven. 

Luanda and myfdf, who are great advocates for er. iy hours, want much to try whether we cannot 
.reform you, as we have already done Leontes , aid 

4 Ihould 
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(hruld therefore rejoice to fee you amongft us, there 
is then fonie probability of your feeing the fun rife, 
which I fincertly believe you have not done for ma» 
ry years, and which is one of the moft pleafing 
fcenes upon the theatre of nature. I am, &c. 

LETTER VIII. 
To Lucinda, on the happinefs of a domefiic mat rim o- 

FTER fo many years which we have pafled. 
my Lucinda, almoft without feparadon, one 

would naturally imagine, that the few days abfenee 
-I have known fhould not be difpleafing ; and yet, 
beh-rve me, 1 arn already tired of the town, and am 
preparing to leave it with the uunoit expedition, to 
return to domeftic joys. "When I reflect on my difpofition, 1 am greatly 
thankful to Providence, that the fame diflike for pu- 
blic pleafures has always prevailed on Lucinda as 
tnyfelf. and that we have been attuated by the fame inclinations during the tenor of our lives. 

Though I own myfelf in genera! but little fond of 
the town, yet I never fail of feeing objeflsin it which 
remind me of my own felicity, and increafe the love 1 bear you. Alas ! my dear, the fafhionable tenor 
of matrimonial lives is fo little fuited to my turn of mind, that I muft have been wretched with what is 
now called a gcod wife. 1 could by no means have 
endured to fee the heai t of the w oman 1 loved en- 
tirely de oted to pleafure. nor have ever been con- 
tent to fhare it \\i h the king of trumps. 

It is, however, happy fer mankind, that the Lme 
delicacy does r o’ u v rlally prevail,' as there are now" 
many couples who are thought to be happy, becaufe the wife has ne'-’*-r cranfgrtfled the bounds of vir- 
tue, nor the hufband treated her with language 

nial lije. 
July 5. 1774. 

which 
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which he would be afhamed to ufe to a ftranger. 
Their amufements are diftinft from each other, they know nothing of that heart felt joy which ariles 
from being with thofe they love, fecluded from every eye, and breathing the fwcets of the balmy evening. 
Their only care is refining thofe pleafures which re. petition has rendered dull, and inventing new arts to 
pafs the tedious day, which, notwithftanding their 
endeavours, afford fome hours in which that moft 
impertinent of all companions, called Self, never fails of intrufion. 

There are many women in the world, I believe, 
to whom I might have made a good hufband, r.u I do not recolledl anyone but my Lucinda,whocouid 
have made me a happy one. How greatly then am 
I indebted to thy amiable dilpofition and vi :ues, 
fince indifference and contempt are to be inci.nip,»ti- 
b'e in the marriage (late ? To heaven, like01 d , my 
fimereft thanks are cue, for preferving its belt and moff valuable gift to blefs my life. For, as Milton 
elegantly expreffes it. 

With thee converfing I forget all time, All feafoni and their change, all pleafe alike. 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her rifing tweet. 

With charm of earlieft birds ; pleafant the fun. 
When firft on this delightful land he fpreads Hi- nent beams, on herb, nee, fruit, and flower, 
G1 ft’ring with dew ; fragrant ,he fertile eat h 
Atier foit (Lowers: and fweet the coming on O' grateful evening mild ; then blent night. 
With this her folemft b«rd, and this fair moon. 
And thefe the gem, of hcav’n. her ftarry train * But neither breath of morn, when (he aftends 
With charm of earlieff brds, nor rili-g fun 
On this delighttul land ; nor herb, fruit, flower, 
Glift’ring with dew, nor fragrance after (bowers j Nr r grateful evening mild ; nor flient night, 
With this her (olemn bird, nor walk by moon. 
Or gliuejing (tar.light, without thee is fweet. 

P Having 
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Having once began thefe beautiful lines of my 

LucinHa’s favourite poet, I found it impoflible to 
break off fooner ; nay, I was pleafed to be able to 
exprefs fo elegantly the language of my heart. 

Aranthes, who has juft come in, and has looked 
over my (boulder, upon feeing fo much poetry, 
cried out, Very fine, "truly, I (hall rake the firft op* 
portunuy to inform Lucinda of this, Laffure you.— 
If you have any thing, I replied, to acquaint Lucin- 
da with, you may make ufe of me, for I am now 
writing to her. How is this ? fays Aranthes, what 
larding your letters with poetry after more than twenty years marriage? I concluded you were ad- 
drefling feme other fair one, and endeavouring to foften her inexorable heart by the Mufes’s afliftance. 
But come with me to Lady—’s. Not a word however 
of Lucinda all night; to be fcen with fuch an old faftroned creature as you. would (pail my reputation 
entirely, if your chara£br (hould once be known. 

You know Aranthes, my Lucinda, extremely well, 
and will perceive by this tnat he is (till the fame man 
as ever. He defires me to apologize for his taking 
me from you, as be call; it, and at the fame time to fend you his compliments. My bit (fi g to the chil- 
dren, whom I (hall .make happy by (btne little pre- 
fents at my return ; to thecj my love, I (hall bring 
a heart more truly thine than ever, more intimately acquainted with thy virtues, and more perfedly con- 
vinced of its own felicity. ^Believe me, &c. 

LETTER IX. 
To Cleanthes, on frundfnp, age, and death, 

Nov. 15. 1785. 
IT is no fmall alleviation to that anxiety which the 

lofs of a friend produces, to reflect that the fame 
virtue? which procured him our efteein, will hke- ’—' r * wife 
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wife'entitle him to eternal happinefs. This confo- lation 1 received upon doling the eyes of Ar.ttus, the laft and moft melancholy office which fric .dlhip 
can perform. 

At leiigth, my Gieanthcs, that friendlhip, whiclf 
we once divided, is now confined to ourldves. We 
have feen thofe who advanced wi h us along the vale 
of life (ink into the grave, and have liven to be the" 
only links of the chain of fr endihip atbich we help- ed to coidtiture at our entrance on the world. We 
have together, in the hour* .if yomh, looked back 
and defpned the toys of infancy ; in our mann-md 
we have rmilecf at the pleafures of our youtfi and are now come to that age in which we look b*'k 01* 
all alike, and contider every pfofpe& that terminates 
on this fide the grave, as beneath our notice or re- 
gard. 

Ac this feafon of life, one of the moft confider- 
ablc pleafurei wh'ch remain to human na u^e, is 
the recolivdtiou of the moments which ate paft. 
Now, whilft I write to my Cleanthes, 1 recal with 
fatisfattion tlae time in which we were induced, by a. par;y of fentiment', to form the ibci.d connection, 
and the heady union in which we have paffed from 
that hour to the prcfent. The time apjiroaches 
which muft put a period to our friendlhip; none 
hope that Providence will extend their I ves to an 
unufual length, but thofe who fear to die ; as for 
ourfelves, we have reached the age which few are 
born to attain, and which, in the language of aa 
admired writer, reqn'res a great deal of providence 

; to produce. I flitter myfelt that our days have been fo fp.nt that we luve no reafon to tremble at ihe 
thought of o »• lad, nar emoitter the remaining, part of our life with apprehension for the inevitable 
hour to come. We have lent the tear of pity to diftrefs, and al- 
levia ed the misfortune of our fellow-creatures ; wa 
have neither iiidulged our paffions, nor negleded 

P 2 the 
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the praife we owe the Author of our mercies. Why 
therefore, Ihould we tremble? We leave a world, 
whofe pleafures we are no longer capab'e of poflefl- 
ing; we have palled through its enjoyments, and 
have found them vain ; we leave it for the happieff 
cf date*, and yet the tender tie of parents holds 
us ; we mult leave thofe whom Nafnre‘obliges us to 
love, yet let us remember, that we leave them to 
the care of a divine Providence, and be thankful 
that we were not called whillt their minds were yet unformed, or ve had conducted them from the bud- 
ding to the bloom of real'un. 

If at any time a kind of wifh arifes winch would 
defer the hour which Heaven has allured for my laft, it is w hen I am furrounded by my family, and ob- 
ferve the looks of tendeniefs which they gratefully 
bellow on me ; yet fometimes their being prefent 
has the oppofue effi cl, and 1 am apprehenlive left 
the moment ihoukl not arrive till I meurn the lofs 
of a child. 

I know' not that any thing wou'd give more c«nfi. 
ilerable amufemenc than cur reviewing together our 
j>a(Vlives, and recolledling the dangers we have palled 
from the itorms of our pillions, when now time 
has lulled them to rdf. It would not be un.nter- 
taining, I imagine, to colk& the various opinions 1 

and ideas we have had of the fame objedi, and mark 
the progrefs of the human mind through the differ- 
ent Pages of life. Cleanthes, there fere, who en- 
joys the bhffeng of health in a more eminent degree 
than his friend,’ will h.iiten to fee and give him the ereateft fatisfadion he can poflibly know. b I write this fro n the grotto which Lucinda’s 
fancy decorated, and where we have palled io many 
happy hours. Providence has taken care to wean us from the loveof life by degrees. Scarce have we reach- 
ed the ripened age of manhood before we have more friends in the grave than furviving ; and from that moment, which is aim oft the firlt of ferious reflec- tion,, 
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non, we begin to perceive the vanity of human hap- 

pinefs. It was the will of Heaven that I fhould 
mourn the lofs of my Lucinda, and feel the pang of reparation, yet not till we had grown old in love, and 
fweetened the gr atcft part of our lives with connu- bial hsppinefs. Since the retrofpecl part of our lives 
profem us with nothing which Ihould terrify pur 
imagination, let us pafs the remaining days which 
Heaven fhall allot us in caim ferenity, and in re- 
fignition to the divine will. 

Whenever the deftined hour fltall come,, my Cle- anthes, may we (ink contcn ed from the world, and 
in the perfeft affnrance of eternal happinefs. I am &c. 

LETTER Xv 
A Utter fr^m B';fbop Atterbury to his [m Obadiah, at Chrifl church College in Oxford. 

(Containing Tome ufefiil hints in regard to writing letters ) 
Dear Ubby, 

I Thank you for your letter, becaufe there are ma- nifeft figns in it of your endeavouring to excel 
yourfelf, and,of confeqnence,to pleafe me; Vou have 
fucceeded in both refpedts, and will always fucceed, 
if you think it worth your white to confider what you write, and to whom, and let nothing, though of 
a trifling nature, pafs thro’your pen negligently;; 
gerdnit the way of writing corredby and julily, time 
and ufe will teach you to write readily afterwards; 
not but too much care may give a ftffnefs to 
your (hie, which ought, in all letters, by all means 
to be avoided ; the turn 0/ them fttould be always natural and eafy, for they are an image of private and 
famdiar converfaiion. I mention this with refpefi: to the four or live lines of yours which have an air 
of poetry, and do therefore naturally refolve them- 
fdves into blank verfes. I fend you your letter 

P 3_ again,, 
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again, that yourfelf may now make the fame obferv^ 
tion. But you took the hint of that thought from a 
porm, and it is no wonder, therefore, that you 
heightened the phrafe a little when you were exprefa- 
ing it. The reft is as it fliould be ; and particular- 
ly, there is an air of duty and fincerity, which, if it 
comes from your heart, is the moll acceptable pte» 
fent you can make me. With thcfe good qualities, 
an incorred letter would p’eafe me, and without 
them, the fineft thoughts and langu age will make no 
lading imprtfli n upon me. The great Being fays, 
you know. My fon, give me thy heart; implying, that without it all other gifts fi^n'fy nothing. Let me 
conjure you, therefore, never to fay any thing, either in a letter or common converi'ation, that you do net 
thick ; but always to let your mind and your words gatogether on the inoft trivial occafions.. Shelter 
not the leaft degree of infincerity under the notion 
of a compliment, which, as far as it deferves to be 
pra&ifed by a man of probity, is only the moil civil 
and obliging way of faying what you really mean $ 
and whoever employs it otherways, throws away truth for breeding. 1 need not tell you how little 
this char after gets by fuch an exchange;. I fay not this as if 1 fufpefted that in any part of 
your letter you intended to write what was proper, without any regard to what was true ; for I am re- 
fclved to believe that you were in earneft. from the 
beginning to the end of it, as much as 1 am^ when L 
tell you that 1 am, Your loving father, &c. 
Sr ft ft & ft && & & &■& fa LETTER XL 
From a young Indy in one of the Canary IJlands, to her 

fijter in England, •whom {he had never feen, con- taining a prej/ing invitation to- her to come over, 
and dejeribing the beauties of the place to her. 

MUST we for < ver, my dear filler, converfe on- 
ly at thh unhapgy diftance ? Are we born of 
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die fame parents, to be eternal aliens to each other? 
 1 have been told wonders of your wit, ingenu. 
ity, and good nature,—Muft ftrangers, or at leaft very diftant kindred, reap all the benefit of thefe 
amiable qualities, whilft thofe that are neareft, and. 
ought methinks to be deareft, mourn the want of it ?  They fay there is a fecret fympathy between 
perfons of the fame blood, and l am fure I feel it f how is it then with you i—Have you never any of 
thofe yearnings, thofe longings, to fee the daughter 
of your father and your mother, which fo powerfully 
agitate me in my dailyjnufings, and nightly dreams ? 
If no affe&ion, pity (hould make you wi/h to be 
with a lifter who ftands fo much in need of your afc 
fiftance. You know, my father’s great affairs fuf- 
fer him feldom to be with his family. Death has- deprived me of my mother, and devotion of her fif. 
ter; but fhe forf kes me only to join herfelf to her Creator; you have no fuch plea. And as you are 
fix years older than myfelf, and of a much fuperior underftanding, it is a kind of duty in you to be with 
me, to corredt the errors of my unexperienced youth, 
and form my mind by the model of your own.  Believe me, I would be moll obedient to your in- 
ftructions, and love the precepts for the teacher’s 
fake. —What can with-hold you fiom coming to 
a place where your prefence is fo ardently defired >  What can you find fo pleafing to you in a king- 
dom rent with internal divifions ? where father a- 
gainft fon, and brother againft brother maintain an 
unnatural conteft A kingdom, where pride, in- 
juftice, luxury, and profanenefs, are almolt univer- 
fal. and religion become a reproach to the profef- 
fion ! A kingdom, finking by fwift degrees into 
mifery and contempt, yet infatuared fo far as to dote 
on the caufe of their undoing.——At leaft this is the account we have of it—Can this be agreeable to 
a perfon of your nice and diftinguiflied tafte !—t 
Oy my deareft filler, liiten to the dictates of rea- 

fan*. 
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fon, of duty, and of nature. All join to call you frojfcr 
that worfe than Egypt into the land of CanSan ~ 
Here peace ajid innocence go hand in hand, and all 
the graces, all the pleafurej, wart upon their fteps. 
No foreign wars, no home-bred jars, no envy, no 
diftruft, difturb the fvreet ferenity of theft blifsful 
feats, hut all is harmony and love. Eternal ze- 
phyrs watch our morning walks, bringing ten thou- 
land odours on their wings, and tempt us to the 
groves from whence they fpring.—•—In troops we 
wander through the jeffamine lanes,, or fit in orange bowers, where fruits, ripe and in blolf m, charm 
our fmell and talle. Sometimes on mules' we take 
fhort journeys to Teneriff, and on the foot of that" ftupendous mount, recline on banks of rofe* um- 
bpellaM over with fpreading myrtles. Then change 
the fcene^ and view the fpacious vineyards, tvhere 
huge alcoves of cluftering grapes hang pendant over 
our heads. Sometimes we roam thro* a long gallery 
of ilately pines, whofe loaded boughs prefent us e- very kind of fruit in one. But there is no defcrib- 
ing half the various fweets which nature, with a la- 
vidi hand, pours on thefe ifles, which juftly have the name oi Fortunate 1 nor (1 flatter my feif) will there 
be need of farther arguments to bring you to us.— 
My father has juft now informed me, that Captain    carries his pofnive orders for your comings 
and I may reft in an aflurtd hope of enjoying the happinefs I fo long, and lb earneftly have wilhed ;; 
yet 1 am craving ftilt more. 1 would fair, methinks, 
imagine, if 1 could, that with your obedience to our 
father, fome little fliare of lov-e for me was mingled, 
and that you will embaik with the more readinefs,. 
by the thoughts that you will embrace one who has 
fo tender an affection for you, and thinks it the great- 
eft blefling to fublcnbe heifedf,. 

My dear filter, 
Tour aioft affciftionate and moft obedient fervant,. 

Maria Buyout— 
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LETTER XII. 

From Mifs Middleton to Mifs Pemberton, giving her 
the melancholy account of her jijter's death. 
Dear Mifs Pemberton, 

JUST as I was fetiing out for Worcefterfliire, in 
order to follow my filler, who, you know, has been fome time there, I received a letter from my aunt, acquainting me that (he was taken ill laft Friday 

and died in two days after. Yes, that lately lb 
much admired, that fplendid beauty, is now redu- ced to a cold lump of clay,—..for ever clofed are thofe 
once fparkling eyes ;—hudied ;s that voice that gave 
fo much delight;—thofe limbs which art had . an- facked to adorn, have now no other covering than 
a fimple Ihroud, and in a few days will be confined 
\Vithin the narrow compafs if a tomb.—\h! what is life ! — vh^t all the gaudy pride of youth, of pomp, 
of grandeur i what the vain adoration of a flitter- ing world ! Delufive pleafures, fleeting no. 
things; how unworthy are you of the attention of a 
reafonable being ! You know the gay manner in which we have always lived, and will, no doubt, be 
furprifed to find expreflions of this kind fall from' my 
pen ;—but, my dear Pemberton, hitherto my lite has 
b en a dream ; but I am now, thank Heaven, awake. 
 My filler’s fate has routed me from my lethargy of mind, made me fee the ends for which I was 
created, and refledl that there is no time to be lolt for their accomplilhmenc. vVho can aflure me, 
that in an hour, a moment, I may not be as Hie is L 
 \nd if fa, oh ! how unfit, how unprepared to make my audit at the great tribunal ! In what a 
ftrange llupidity have 1 palled fourteen or fifteen 
years ; (for thofe of my childhood are not to be 
reckoned.) 1 always knew that death was the 
portion of mortality, yet never took the Itaft care to arm againft the terrors of it. -Whenever I 
went a little journey, 1 provided inyfelf with all 

things 
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things necefLry, yet have I got nothing ready for 
that long, laft voyage, I muft one d^y take into- 
another world.—What an infatuation, to be anxi- 
ous for the minute ft requifites for safe and pleafure, 
in a dwelling where I propofed to ftay a few weeks* . 
or months., perhaps, yet wholly regardlef. of what 
was wanting for making my felicity in an internal 
fituation ? Reafon, juft kindled, ihudders at the 
recolle&ion of that endlefs train of follies I have 
been guilty of.—Well might the poor Berintha feel all their force ; vain, gay, unthinking as myfelf, I 
tremble at the bare imagination of thole ideas, which 
her Uft moment! muft infpire ; for I now faithfully" 
believe, with Mr Waller, that. 

Leaving the old, both worlds at once they view, 
Who Jtand upon the threjhold of the new. 
Whether it was the fuddennefs of her fate, or a letter ftie wrote to me not two hours before her 

death, I know not, that has made the alteration in 
me ; but of this I am certain, that I can never 
enough acknowledge the goodnefs of that divine 
Power, without whofe affiftance it could not have 
been brought about. 

I fliall make noapology for this melancholy epiftle,. 
becaufe I am very fenfible that whatever concern you 
may feel for my fifter, it will be greatly alleviated 
by finding I am become at laft a reafonable creature. 1 indofe you the letter fhe ft nt, to the end you may judge with what kind of fenthnents ftu left this 
world. Heaven has, I hope, accepted her con- trtion, and will enable me, as you will find Ihe de- 
fires, to be more early in mine. I am, dear M fs, 

Your moft affl-.cled humble fervant, Middleton. 
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L E F T E R XIII. 
Inclofed in the foregoing. 

Mifs Middleton’s letter to her jijitr, wrote a few hours 
before her death, advifirg tier not to defer making 
the neceffury preparations for futurity. 
My dear Sifter, 

Brsfore this can pcflibly reach you, the unchanging fiat will be palled upon me, and I lhall be either 
happy or miferable for ever.—None about me pre- tend to flatter me with the hopes of feeing another 
morning.——Short fpace to accomplilh the mighty 
work of eternal lalvation !—Yet I cannot leave the world without admonilhing —without conjuring 
you to be more early in preparing for that dreauful hour, you are fure not to el'cape, and know not 
how Ihortly it may arrive. We have had the 
fame fort of education.-—have lived in the fame 
manner, and tho’ accounted very like, have refem- 
bled each other more in our follies than our faces.   Oh! what a wafte of time have we not both 
been guilty of! To drefs well has been our ftudy. 
•——Parade, equipage, and admiration our ambi- 
tion,—plealure our avocation, and the mode our 
god.—How often, alas! have I profaned, in idle *chat, that facred name, by whofe merits alone I have 
hopes to be forgiven ? How often have I fat and 
heard his miracles and futFerings ridiculed by the 
falfe wits of the age, without feeling the leaft ''no- 
tion at the blafphemy !—Nay, how often have I my- felf, becaufc I heard others do fo, called in queition 
that futurity I now go to prove, and am already con- 
vinced of ! One momen , methinks, I fee the blifsful 
feats of ParadifewnweWtA ;—I hear ten thoufand my- riads of mynads of fcleftial forms tuning their gold- 
.en harps to fongs of pra fe, to the unutterable name, 
—The next a ittne all black and gloomy, fpreads itfelf bef T" me, whence iduc nought but fobs, and 
groans, and horrid Ihneks.—-My flu&uating ima- 

gination 
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gination varies the profpeft, and involves me in a 
lad uncertainty of my eternal doom :——On one hand beckoning angels fmile upon me, while, on the 
other, the furies ftand prepared to feixe my fleeting 
foul Methinks I dare not hope, nor will the 
Rev. Dr G— fuffer me to defpair —he comforts 
me with the promifes in holy writ, which, to iny 
fhame, I was unacquainted with b;fore ; but no^v I 
feel them balm to my tormented conicirnce.   
Dear, dear filter. I mult bid you eternally adieu; i— - 1 have dilcharged my duty in giving you this 
warning. O 1 may my death, which you will (hort- 
]y hear of, give it that weight I wifh and pi ay for ; 
you are the laft objedt of my earthly care- :—I have 
now done with all below —Shall retire into tnyiclf, 
and devote the few moments allowed me, to the 
penitence which alone can entitle me to a glorious 
immortality. I die. 

Your fincere friend, 
and moft affedionate and departing filter, 

Berinthia. 

LETTER XIV. 
letter to Mifs IV , advifmg her to take care of her houfe, or. 

AS you are a tenant at will in a very handfome genteel houfe, and are now capable of furnifil- 
ing if in the politelt manner, ruling it by the Itrid- 
elt maxims of ceconomy and decorum, permit a friend to give a few curfory hints in an affair of fo 
much importance. 

Your building is compofed of fome of the finelt 
materials I ever faw, and is fo much the more liable 
to difcover any flaw or fpot that may acciden ally 
touch it. It is erected to a proper ht ight, a juft fixe, 
reared on a recula plan, and fii ifhed with the molt 
accurate proportion. On the top Hand* an emi- nent 
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nent turret furnHhed with a room of a globular 
form, which I obferve hai two cryftal windows in 
the front ; thefe are fo conftrufted as to be exceed- 
ing ufeful, as they command an extenfive profpeft, 
and, if always kept clean and bright, will prove a very great ornament to the houfe. I advife you not 
to look through them at every objett that paffe* by ; 
be fure to (hut them foon at night, and you may o- 
Sn them as early as you pleafe in the morning. 

n each fide I dilcover a fmall portal to receive 
company ; take care they don’t always (land open, 
for thtnyou will be crowded with vifitors, ar d per- haps with many fuch as you do not like; let them 
never be (hut agaiidt the inftrudtive parent, thi ad- vifing friend, or the fupplicating orphan. 1 
took notice of one gate in the front, at which all your 
eompany goes our., let that generally be barred clofe; 
be cautious what vifitors you let out publicly, left, 
if any bad charaftei s be feen coming from it, you 
draw a fcandal upon your houfe ; it will be necef- fary, therefore, to lay a ftri<ft injunflion of vigilance 
on your two porters, who (land centinels in liveries of the deepeft ftarlet, juft without the ivory palli. fadocs. 1 have f-en fome people paint the two 
pannels juft below the windows; but I would ad- 
vife you to the contrary, lor your natural colours 
far exceed all the decorations of art. Ijiis part 
of the edifice is fupportrd by a pillar of Corinthian marble, whole bale is ornamented with two alabaf- ter lerni-globts, over which is generally drawn a 
fine lawn-curtain of admirable needle-wcrk- 

B nea h is the great hall, in which you have a fmall clofet of exquilite workmanlhip. This, 1 fup- 
pole, is the place of your fecret retirement open to none but yourfelf, or fome faithful intimate friend. 
 1 advife you to keep this always clean, furnilh it well, make it a little library of the belt praiftical 
authors, and v.lit it frequently, efpecially when you return home from church, or leave a circle of ac- 
quaintance, which you have met at the tea-table. 

^ Eet 
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Let the out-fide of the hall not appear like a bearfe, 
hung round with efcurchtons, nor like a coach of 
Kate, debauched with gilt and colourings ; but let it be plain, neat, and clean, to convince the world 
that it is kept more for ufe than ornament. 

You are lenfible, Mifs, time effaces the besn'y, 
and demoldhes the ftrength of the nobleft ftrudhire, 
and therefore will not be furprifed to find your little 
tenement fubjecf to the fame change. Doubtlefs, it 
has often wanted repairs, though you have lived in 
it no longer, which are plain intimations that the 
houfe will one day fall.—*--You may foon be turned 
out—the landlord may give you warning, or may 
not—this is all uncertain—-be ever ready to go when called upon, and then you will not be afraid to leave 
it at the (hprteff notice. r-One thing I would c-b- 
ferve too, is, that when you quit the houfe, no o- 
ther tenant will inhabit it, but it will lie walte and 
in ruins; yet the proprietor will fome time or other 
rebuild it for your reception, in a more durable man- ner, with the fa ne materials, but fo refined and mo- 
dified, that it will be liable to no accident or decay; 
and as it is abibhndy neceffary that your habbation 
be now reared in the other place, I heartily wiih it may be in a finer country, under a milder climate, 
and well flickered from all ftorms , then will your 
fituation be happy and honourable, and your leafe 
never expire. Yours, &c Robert N, 

LET 1 E R XV. 
fttm a fenjible lady, with a never failing receipt for 

a beauty -M. Jh. 
AS you feem fo intent on improving the perfonal charms of your already am-able daughter,! can 
no longer delay anfwerngyour letter —You would 
be glad, you fay, of a receipt to make a walh ; but 
it mult be p?rfeft!y innocent. What I recommend, 
Ma mu, is truly lb, nd will greatly illuftrate and 
preferve her complexion. 
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Pfay let her oMtrve the fo'lewing rules, 
tn the morning, fair water is to be ufed as a prepa- 

ratory ; after whi:h (he muft ahflain from all fudden gufls of paflion, particularly envy, as that gives the 
2t;n a fallow palenefs. It may feem trifling to talk 
of temperance : yet muft fhis be- at ended ro, both 
in eating and dr: king, if flte ^ould avoid thofe pim- ples, for which the advertiled wafhes arc a boafted cure. Inftead of rouge, let her ufe moderate ex*r hi 
which will excite a natural bloorrr in her cheeks not to be imitated by art. Ingenuous candour, and un- 
afftdled good humour, will give an epennefs to her eountenanre that will make her univerfally agreeable, 
A defire of pleaftng will add fire to her eyes, and 
breathing the morning air at fun-rife will give her lips a vermilion hue. That amiable vivacity, which 
fhe now pt ff Ses, may be happily heightened and preferved, if fhe avoids late hours and eard-playing* 
but not otherwife: for the fir ft gives the face a drowfy difagreeable afpedt, and the laft is the mother of 
Wrinkles. A white hand is a very defirable orna* nrent; and a hand can never be white ^unlefs it be kept clean. Nor is this all ; for if the young lady will excel" her companions in this refpedt, (he muft keep her hands in conftant motion, wh;ch ' ill oc- 
cafioni the blood to circulate freely, and have a won- 
derful effeft. The motion I would recommend, is 
working at her needle, brufhing up the houfe, or twirling the diftafF. It was this induftry 1 our 
grandmothers which gave Kneller an opportunity of gratifying pofterity wi;h the view of fo many fine hands and arms in his incomparable portrait .—A few words more, and 1 have done.—Let her pre- ferve an unaffedted neatnefs in her appare!: her 
fortune will permit her to drefs elegantly ; bu: her good frnlefhould always prevent her from defceridiog to gaudinefs, which ffrikes the eyes of the ignorant, 
but dilgulb thofe of true tafle and difeernment ; be- 
fides, Madam, your daughter has fo many natm al charms, that fhe can have no occafion to -'car 

2.4 deaths 
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cloaths that will attraft al! the attention of the mul- 
titude. She poflefles more beauties than fhe is ac- 
quamted with, which is no fmall addition to her merit ; but liow can it be otherwife, when ihe is 
your daughter, and has you for an example. 

I am, &c. 

LETTER XVI. 
Dome flic rule the province of the wife. 

Madam. 
I Mull ■ IFert. that the right of dire&ing domeftic affairs is, by the law of nature, in' the woman ; 
and that we are perfeft’y qualified for the exercife of dominion, notwithflanding what has often beea 
faid by male coats to the contrary. Thofe who pre- 
tend to dire# our bringing up, feem to have deftin. 
ed us to that power which they would afterwards difpute. We are employed in our famplers, or di. 

^verting ourfelves with our babies ; we p^fsfrom our 
mother’, nurfery to our own, and from imaginary 
vifits to real ones, without fatiguing ourfelves with a variety of unneceflary acquirements, on which the 
men muft value themfelves. Indeed, which 1 would condemn too eager a purfuit of, we are taught fing- 
ing and dancing; but what are thefe to the drudgery of fchools and univerfities ? The bufinefs of a fami- 
ly, when thoroughly performed, takes in the whole 
circle of our time, and affords no room for any 
thing except innocent relaxations. We are certainly 
then more likely to underhand domeftic policy than 
the men, who have twenty odier things to mind. A mere houfewife, like a mere fcholar, is fit for no- thing, elfe, 1 admit, and will make a man a veryun- 
fociable companion. But as fome men of great ap- 
plication to their refpe&ive profeflions have, not- withftanding, a very polite behaviour; fo a woman 
may make the government of her houfe the princi- pal care, without fuffet mg it to become the princi- 
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pal theme 0! her dihonrfe ; nor d I think it at all 
neceflT ry, hat to eibbldh a char after as a manag r< he* jfljiml Ihould twice or thrice a week hear her 
fee . nu, the fervants. Th's is one of the great ob. 
Jeftions to female government, and our adverfaries would fain prefent it a* a thing as nectffa y to us, as 
a handing army to the adminiftration Bur both 
may be calnmTi es, and the n>er * e 't fts of a defire to get into other folks pia' es. Experience is wholly 
on our fide ; for, wherever the mafler exceeds his 
proper Iphere, and pretends to give law to the cook- 
maid as wel; as th- coachm n, we obierve a great 
dial of difeord and confufion. When a man, who is always a better judge when things are wrong thart 
of the method of fetung thtmto right>, entrenches 
on the w’oman’s province, it is the rtady way to make the reft of the family reipife them b th But when 
a woman of tolerable good fenfe is alio-r e i to direft: 
her houfe without coinr ul all thing- go well ; fhc 
prevents even her huib- d’s willies, the fervants know therbufi: el’s and the whole family live eafy 
and happy. It is with great concern that I perceive 
our lex, of late, inclined ter mind any thing rather 
than their families, which inclination mult have fa- tal confc quencet. Can there he any thing more ho- 
nourable for a woman than the right management 
ot her family ? A d it may be oblerved to them, 
that they mult take their choice either to manage 
their children or iervants, or to be managed by 
them. If liberty is the thing they aim at, they cer- 
tainly nnftake the roan. A woma ’s freedom con* 
fifts in power, and not in a licence to gad about, 
which is icandalous even in a girl, and befpeaks a giddinefs of foul oelow compaflion. The conduft; 
of the eftate or bufinefs ought lu ely to be in the 
hufband, and if he parts with it, it is an aft of 
weaknefs The conduft of the houfe belongs as. juftiy to he wife; and no man ought to marry a 
wtman whom he would not truft with the manage- 
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ment of fuch concern. Adieu, dear friend ! in- 
croach not on the province of your hulband, but 
continue to be mlftrefs in your own. I am. 

Your affettionate friend. 

LETTER XVII. 
From a lady to her acquaintance) on-growing old. 
My dear Lucy, 

IHave been thinking that human underftanding is no lefs/liable to be unhinged, than the mechan’frn 
of the human frame. The ieait jar of furprife puts it out of tune, and one cannot prefently get into 
order again.—We have certainly paflion of the mind, 
as well as difeafesof the body, which we are not aware 
of, till feme fudden accident calls them forth ; and the one are no lefs capable of fufpending the faculties 
of reafon for a time, than the other are of obftru&ing the animal fluid, to the proper circulation of which, 
we owe our health and vigour. I was led into this refledlion by catching myfelf 
in a folly which I Hull not be much aihatned of confeffing, finer, on Contemplating fome pafiages 
my obfervation fupplies me withj 1 find the foible inherent in a more or lefs degree, in the whole Ipe- 
cies of human kind, though few are ingenuous e— 
nough to acknowledge it. I was fitting yellerday in my parlour window, 
looking carelefsly on the people as they polled; when 
all at once, a fellow abruptly prefented himfelf be- fore me, and cried in a hoarfe voice, SptSlades, Madam, fine fpeSlades ; and at the fame time thrull a 
pair of thofe nofe-faddles within the falh. You can- 
not imagine, dear Lucy, how I was Ihocked ; I gave 
the man a fliort aufwer, and immediately drew down 
the window.—Good God t faid I to rnyfelf. do I look old enough to be fuppofedto want fpeSlades ? notcon- 
fniering that it was the fellow’s trade to offer them 
to-every body, and that many people younger thtn mylelf" 
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myfelf were obliged to make ufe of them.—I ran however to my c.lafs, and fancied I perceived what 
they call the crow’s feet appearing at the corners of 
my eyes.;—I looked, and looked again, and the more I did fo, the more I thought thele cruel marks of time we;e vifible ; and now, recolle&ing that my 
laft birth-day brought me into my one and tlrrtieth year, and that a very few more of them would rank 
me among the number of *he aged, I fell into fuch 
a fir of the vapours as I had never before known. Is no: this unaccoun'able ? Where now was wy undcrftanding .’—Where my reafon? The little (hare 
I have is fuffiuent to make me know, that whoever 
lives a great while in this world mufl grow old, and few of us there are who defire to die young. Why was not this knowledge at hand to make me cafy under the common courfe of nature ? 

I do affur* you, 1 had grown two or three hours 
older before 1 could bring myfelf to be reconciled 
with the apprehenlions that every moment brought me nearer to that fo much dreaded ftage of life; but, thank Heaven, I got the better of it at laft, and 
laughed at the fooliih part my imagination had been 
a&ing. That we all, however, have a natural averfion to 
grey hairs, and wrinkles, cannot be denied ; and that 
to overcome the uneafinefs their approach inflnfts, requires the utmoft exertion of our reafon ; yet is 
not this an inconliftency a kind of abfurdity, in our 
habit of thinking i We ridicule a thoufand leflir 
folHes of mankind, yet pafs over that which more thaii all delerves cenfure, the being alhamed, or a- 
fratd of attaining what all the world, as well as our- felves, would wilh to arrive at.—But we would live 
for ever if we could, and yet be always young ; we would annihilate the depredations of time from fif- teen to fixty; and even then not be. content perhaps to be thought on our decline. 

Were old age terrible to us merely as it is the fore- 
runner of death, or as it is generally attended with- 

iufirtnities- 
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rfifirmities which render life a burden, I fliould not be fo much furprled ; but, alts 1 we lee death and 
diieales feize oh yninh and ftrength no time of life 
is a lecuruy agaiuft either Nor is it altogether :he 
apprehenlion of bring deprived of what ihare of 
beamy nature may have beitowed upon u;, that ren- dera it fo alarming, tince that alf < may be leitf-by the 
fmall pox, and a thoufand other acciden s.—N >, it 
is only the name, not the off.fits, we fo nmili dread ; 
and I believe mod people would rather chufe defor- mity with youth, than comelinefs with old age. This, and fome other propei.fit es of the min !, in 
my op nion, -re ihfficient to convince any thinking 
psrfo i of the importance of human undrrtlaudmg,. and oblige us all to own, with the poet, that 

«l Reafon in man is but a twinkling lamp “ Of wamVring life, that wakes and winks by turns,. « Fooling the follower betwixt lhade and Ihining.” 
You will imagine, by my being fo ferious, thar I have not yet got over the fright the man put me 

into, and indeed I am not fure whether I have or 
not; but, be that as it will, I have refolucion enough to wiih, from the very bottom of my heart, that you and I may grow old in friendlhip, and that, what- 
ever eflf <51 time may have upon our perfom, our minds may remain as now united ; which will be a 
balance againrt the mortifications in the power of 
the old gendeman with the hour-glafs, to My dear Lucy, Yours, with the moft perfe<5l amity,. 
b a s s g as a s a a a as a a ® a ® sa ® s e is as e b® a 

LETTER XVIII. 
To a lady tuho had loft her beauty by the fmall pox. 

My dear Ophelia, 
"I Received yours, and rejoice too much on your re- 

covery, to be able to condole with you on any alteration- 
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alteration your late illnefs has made on you ; and in- deed, how great foeverit may be, am far from think- 
ing it deferves to be mentioned with that concern 
you exprefs. You have encountered death, and 
foiled him at one of his iharpeft weapons ; and if 
you have received fome fears, ought to look upon 
them rather as trophies of vlftory, than blemiihes. 
—What if your complexion has loft fome part of its fair enamel, and your features are not altogether 
fo delicate ; the lefs charms your glafs prefents you 
with, the more you will find in your clofet; ai d 
deprived of vain pleafure in contemplating the 
graces of your outward form, you will have the greater leifure to improve and emhellilh thofe which are not fo eafily impaired. L-ft m pretend what we will, it is the ambition of 
attracting admirers, that renders beauty of to much value to all the young and gay ; but if we contider 
ferioufly, we fhsll find that it is virtue, good ft ole, fwettnefs of difnofttion, and complaitanre, of which 
the gtrrile of Cytherea fhould be compofed The fineft face in the world without them, will not long 
maintain its empire over the heart of a man of un- derftanding. as the poet truly fays, 

Beauty fan grows familiar to the eye .* 
Virtue alone has charms that never die. 
Do not think, however, that I am triad to find you are more on a lew!, than before this accident, 

with the greateft mart of our fcx. I contefs, the 
beauties of the prr/on greatly contribute -o ft t cfF and render thofe ot 'he mind coi fpicuous, and for that reafon Ihould lament extremely a: y .-efefl in 
the one, if I were not certain you had enough of the other to engrofs the whole attention of as many as know you; and that they may every day inoeafe in the luftre o< true dignity, is the fincere wifti of, my 
dear Ophelia, Yours, Sophronia. 

The 
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L E T T E R-W R I T E R. 

PART IV. 
Elegant Letters on various fubjecRs, tc? 

iuiprove the ftyle and entertain the 
mind, from eminent authors. 

#*****##**#§#«'##***##****#**# 
LETTER I. 

The following letter, written by Mr Gay, giving an 
account of two lovers who were Jlruck dead by the fame flafh of lightening is reckoned a majter-piece 
in epiflolary defcriplive writing. 

Stanton-Harcourf, Aug. 9. 1718. 
THE only news you can expeft to Have from me here, is news from Heaven: for I am quite out 
of the world, and there is fcarce any thing can reach me, except the noireof thunder, which undouhteck 
ly you have heard too. We have 'ea<i in old uj. thors, of high towers levelled by it to the ground, 
while the humble valleys have efcaped. The only 
thing that is proof againft it is the laurel, which however I take to be no great fecurity to the brains 
of modern author*. Bat to let you fee that the contrary to this often happens* I muft acquaint you, 
that the higheft and moft extravagant heap of towers 
in the univerfe, which is in this neighbourhood, (lands dill undefaced, while a cock of barley in our 
next field has been confumed to alhes. Would o God 
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God that this heap of barley had been all that had 
perched! but unhappily beneath this little fhelter fat two much more conftant lovers than ever were 
found in romance, under the (hade of a beech tree. 
John Hewit was a well fet man, oi about five and 
twenty. Sarah Drew might rather be called come- 
ly than beautify, amd wa about the lame age They 
had pafl'ed thro’ the variou^ labours of the year ne- 
ther, with the grea til farisfaftion ; if (he milked, it was his morning and evening care to bring the cows 
to her hand. It was but lait fair that he bought her 
a prefentof green fiik for her ftraw hat, and the po- fey on her filver ring w*i of his chuli ;g. Their love 
was the talk of the whole neighbourhood ; for fcan- dal never affirmed that they had any other views than 
the lawful poffellion of each other in marriage. It 
was that very morning that he had obtained thecon- fent of her parents, and it was but till the next week 
that they were to wait to be happy. Perhaps, in the 
intt rval of their work, they were now taiking of their 
wedding cloaths, and John was fuiting feveral forts 
cf poppies and field flowers to her complexion, to 

. chufe her a knot for the wedding day. While they 
were thus bulled, (it was on thelaft of July, between 
two and three in the afternoon,) the clouds grew 
black; and fuch a ftorm of lightening and thunder enfued, that all the labourers made the befl of their 
way to the befl (belter the trees and hedges afforded. 
Sarah was frightened, and fell down in a 1’woon on 
a h-ap of barley. John, who never ft par red from 
her, (at down by her fide,having raked together two or three heap?, the better to iecure her Iroai the 
florm. Immediately there was heard fo loud a cr ick, 
as if heaven had fplit afunder. Every one was 1- ii- citous for the fafety of his neighbour, and called to one another throughout the field. No anfwer being 
returned to thofe who called to our lovers, they flep. 
ped to the place where •• hey lay. They perceived the barley all in a fmoke, ano then efpnd this faithful 
pair. John with one arm about Sarah’s neck, and 
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the other held over her, as if to fcreen her from the 
lightening. They were both (truck in this tender 
poiture. Sarah’s left eye-brow was finged, and 
there appeared a black fpot on her bread Her lover 
was all over black, but not the lead figns of life were 
found in either. Attended by their melancholy 
companions, they were conveyed to the town, and 
the next day interred in Scanton-Harcourt church- yard. My Lord Harcourt, at Mr Pope’s and my 
requed, has caufed a done to be pliced over them, upon condition that we (hould furnifh the epitaph, 
which is as follows : 

When eadern lovers feed the funeral fire. On the fame pile the faithful paiF expire; 
Here pitying heaven, that virtue mutual found. 
And biaded both, that it m ght neither wound. 
Hearts fo fincere th’ Almighty faw well pleai’d, 
Sent his own lightening, and the vi&ims 1'eiz’d. 
Bat my Lord is appreher.five the country-people 

will not underdaod this, ar.d Mr Pope fays he will make one with fomething of (cripture in it, and wth 
as little poetry as Hopkins and S.ernhold. I am. See. 

LETTER II. 
three follo'wing letters were -wrote by a yourg 

lady of a good family, and very genteelly bred (but afterwards reauced), to a gent U man going abroad, under whofe care and protiftion Jhe was dejir tus 
of retiring in the capacity of a houfekeeper, from the frowns of the World. 
S 1 R, 

NO circumdance is more (hocking than that of 
being obliged to drangers for relief; and how- 

ever cpnfcious I may be of my own innocence and well-meaning, the prefumption of sddreffing a gen- 
tleman in this manner, may be a fufluient reafon to 
prevent my receiving liich a (hare of credit, as were 
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1 known to you, I might with juftice pretend to. I tiave had the misfortune to receive an education 
greatly above the rank that heaven has alloted me, and I now, too foon, at the age of eighteen, have 
ftruggled throusrh more difficulties than you would 
chufe to be acquainted with ; and it would but ill 
"become me to (hock the man to whom I wiffi to be 
obliged. It is now feme time fince I formed the de- 
ftgn to leave England, and withdraw myfelf from the acquaintance of thofe that have known me in a 
higher date. I can be content in a decent retire- ment, and ffiall endeavour to do my duty in the lla- 
tion I pretend to. Chance has directed me to you, and it is without a blufli (and furely no one (hould 
be afhamed of fo innocent a boldnef ) that I offer 
myfelf to attend you abroad in the quality of a 
houfekeeper. My character and dory you dull be 
acquainted with; the fird will be no dilcredit to me, and the latter perhaps may raife a compaffion in you, 
that majr be ferviceable to me. If you approve mr 
defignj or have any curiofity to hear more, I would beg the favour of you to advertife that the letter di- 
retded to Tom’s was received, and I will then ven- ture to trouble you again. 

LETTER III. 
S I R, 

I Have fo few obligations to the world, that I am at times furprifed at myfelf, to find that the idea 
of gratitude fhall be known to me, and yet I feel a 
thankfulnei's in me, for the ‘notice you have taken of my (perhaps indifcreet) application. A thoufond didrafting thoughts have got the better of my judg- ment ; and though I know where you live, and am 
fully convinced that you would fcorn to mean me an injury, yet a certain prejudice of education forbids 
me 10 purfue what I defigned, and I diall now fobcit 
nothing more from you than a pardon for havmg 

li railed 
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raifed your cxpc&ation, and engaged your curiofity' to be acquainted with a ftory that a wotnanifh pride1 

wil! perhaps for ever prevent being known 1 flat- 
ter’d myfelf, when I wrote before, that I had been; 
xniftrels of more refblution; but my fears ftartle me, and 1 am fo convinced of the ill method I have 
taken to be acquainted with you, (and your know- 
ledge of the world muft neceffarily encourage fuch 
fufpicions of me,) that no temptation can now .be 
fufficient to make me difeover myfelf. I am alhim- ed of what has happened, and I feel a refemment to 
myfdf, for having dared to alarm your good nature 
with fears for an unfortunate young woman. I will 
flatter myfelf you feel for me; and the tendernefs and humanity that I believe you mafter of, Ihall at 
leaft be this far fatisfied, that I will hereafter, if 
fortune has any fav urs to beftow on me, give you 
the fatisfadlion of knowing who I am, and by what accident I thought of applying to you. Adieu ! Je 
me flatte que le bon Dim aura pitie de mon innocence; 
far je n’ais jamais bcaucoup fait de mal. 

l e t T E R IV. 
S I R, 

ERE I in the leaft inclined to difeover myfelf, 
fo immediate an anfwer to your adveriifc. ment might in juftice be efteemed a forwardnefs; but 

as my refolution is fixed, it will bear a better inter- 
pretation, and ought to be looked on as a decent re- 
gard for the perfon that feems to bear a fiiare in my misfortunes. You may with great reafon reproach 
me for having drawn you into fo idle a correfpon- dence ; and the perluafion I have of your goodiufs 
and humanity, are to me ftrong teftimomals . that 
your inquiry is not the effect of a giddy or ill mean- 
ing curiofity, but proceeds from the true principles of virtue, and from a dtiign of giving me all the 
afiiftance I can >vifli. I mult evvn that ncceffity firft tempted 
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tempted me to apply; and though I am determined to (top Ihorr, and give a check to my ill-judged 
fcheme, yet 1 will ever encourage myfelf in a thank- 
fulnefs to you, and compliment my own judgment for having lb eafily difeovered the perfections of fo 
amiable a character. My pen feems pleafed with the 
office of writing to you, and I am now prepared to 
run greater lengths than patience might excufe. We are all fond of doing what is molt pleafing to us, 
and it*is a flattering of my vanity, in the fuppofnioa 
of my having engaged your good wifhes. My (tory, 
which is full of a variety of Ihockmg circumftances and diftreft, added to a too fentible feeling, has fo 
furnifhed me with expreflions, that 1 fhould con- 
ceive a hatred to myfelf, were I capable of a farther 
attempt to make an impreffion on you. Adieu ! I fhall for ever love and honour your generous defign, 
and will always have this (hare of merit with you; and no neceflity, nor other unfortunate circumftance, 
fliall again force me to give an alarm to your hu- 
manity, or expofe me to rnyfelf for having dared to raife your curiofity to the knowledge of that, which 
charity for every well meaning perfon command* 
me to conceal. 
Vous altez vtrs la reputa'.kn vers le credit, et mot 

fen reviens. 

LETTER V. 
The following moft affeftionate Liter, univerfally 

admired, was written by Mr Pope to the bifhop of Roche/ier, about a month before his banifhment. 
ONCE more I write to you, as 1 promifed, and 

this once 1 fear will be the laft; the curtain will foon be drawn between my friend and me, and no- 
thing left but to wifli you a long good' night. May you enjoy a date of repofe in this life, not unlike 
that fleep of the foul which fome have believed is to 

R 2 fucceed 
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facceed it, where we lie utterly forgetful of that 
world from which we are gone, and repining for that to which we are to go. If you retain any me- 
mory of the pall, let it only image .to you what has 
pleafed you beft ; fometimes prefent a dream of an 
abfent friend, or bring you back an agreeable con- 
verfation. But, upon the whole, I hope you will 
think lefs of the time pall than of the future; as 
the former has been lefs kind to you than the latter 
infallibly will be. Do not envy the world your ftu- dies ; they will tend to the benefit of man, againft 
whom you can have no complaint, 1 mean of all 
pofierity ; And perhaps at your time of life nothing «lfe is worth your care. What is every year of a 
wife man’s life but a ceni'ure or critic on the pall: 
Thofe vvhofe date is the fhorteft, live long enough 
to laugh at one half of it. The boy defpiles the in- fant, the man the bey, the philo/bpher both, and 
the Chriflian all. You may now begin to think your manhood was too much a puerility ; and you will 
never fuffer your age to be but a lecond infancy. 
The toys and baubles of your childhood are hardly 
now more below yon, than thole toys of our riper 
and our declining years, the drums and rattles of 
ambition, and the dirt and bubbles of avarice. At this time, when you are cut off from a little fociety, 
and made a citizen of the world at large, you Ihould 
bend your talents not to ferve a party, or a few, 
but all mankind. Your genius fliould mount above 
that mift, in which its participation and neighbour- 
hood with earth hath long involved it. To fhine a- 
broad and to heaven, ought to be the butinel's and 
the glory of your prelent licuation. Uemember it 
was at fuch a time, that the greateft lights of anti- 
quity dazzled and blazed the moll ; in their retreat, 
in their exile, or in their death. But why do I talk 
of dazzling cr blazing? It was then that they did good, that they gave light, and that they became 
guides to mankind. 

Thofe aims alone are worthy of fpirits tnsly great, and 



L E T TE R-W R I T E R. 19? 
and fiich T therefore hope will be yours. Refent- 
ment indeed msy remain, perhaps cannot be quite extinguiihed, in the noblcft minds; but revenge 
will never harbour there. Higher principles than 
thofe of the firft, and better principles than thofe 
of the latter, will infallibly influence men whole thoughts and whofe hearts are enlarged, and caufe 
them to prefer the whole to any part of mankind, 
efpecially to fo fmall a part as one’s (ingle felf. 

Believe me, my Lord, 1 look upon you4 as a fpirit entered into another life, as one jult upon the edge 
of immortality, where the paflions and affections- 
muft be much more exalted, and where you ought to defpife all little views, and all mean retrofpeits. 
Nothing is worth your looking back; and therefore 
look forward, and make (as you can,) the world look after you ; but take care that it be not with pity,but with efteem and admiration. 

I am, with the greateft lincerity, and paffion for 
your frame as well as happinefs. Yours, &c. 

O- O C=-OO O --O O O OO-ijJ* C-'O-O -««»~ 
LETTER VI. 

To Lady - from Mr Pope, on witty arid ferions letters. 
Madam, . I AM not at all concerned to think that this letter 

may be lefs entertaining than foine 1 have lent: I know you are a friend that will think a kind letter 
as good as a diverrir.g one. He that gives you his 
mirth, makes a much lefs prefcnt than he that gives 
you his heart ; and true friends would rather fee 
fucb thoughts as they communicate only to one an- other, than what they fquander about to all the world.. 
They who can fet a right value on any thing, will 
prize one tender, well-meant word, above all that 
ever made them laugh in their lives. If I did not think fo cf you, I Ihould never have taken much 
pains to endeavour to pleafe you, by writing, or any 

R 3 thing . 
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thingclfe. Wit, I.am fare, I want, at leaftin thfl- 
degree that I fee others have it, who would at ail 
feafdnt alike be entertaining; but 1 wou’d willingly 
have fome qualities that may be (at fome feafons) of 
more comfort to rnyfelf, and of more fervice to my 
friends, I would cut off my own head, if it had 
nothing better than wit in it ; ami tear out my own 
heart, if it had no better difpofition than to laugh 
only myfelf, and laugh at all my neighbours. ! know you will think it an agreeable thing to hear 
that 1 have done a great deal of Homer. If it be 
tolerable, the world may thank you for it ; for if 1 
could have feen you every day, and imagined my 
company could have every day pleafed you, I fhou’d 
fcarce have theught it worth my while to pleafe the 
world. How many verfes could I gladly have left unfinifiied, and turned into it, for people to fay what 
they would of, had I been permitted to pafsall thofe hours more pleafmgly ? Whatever fome may think, 
fame is a thing I am much lefs covetous of than your fpiendlhip.; for that, I hope, wiil laft all my life^; 
the other I cannot anfwer for. What if they would 
both grow greater after my death ?• Alas! they would 
both be of no advantage tome. Therefore think upon 
it, and love me as veil as ever you can, while I live* Now I talk of fame, I fend you my Temple of 
Fame, which is juft come out: but my fentimems 
about it you will fee better by this epigram. What’s fame with, mat, hy cujlom of the nation. 

Is call’d in women only reputation; Jboul them both why make you fuch a pother ? 
Part you with one, and I’ll renounce the othert 

* # * f * * * t *• * t * * * * t *•*■* *■*#****##** ** 
LETTER VII. 

To the. Hon. Mrs H , from Mr Pope. 
Madam, 

ALL the pleafure or ufe of familiar letters, is, to 
give us the afl'urance of a friend's welfare^; at 
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leaflrit is all I know, who am a mortal enemy and: 

defpifer of what they call fine letters. In this view, 
I promife you, it will always be a fatisfadlion to me 
to write letters and to receive them from you : be- cause I nnfcignedly have your good at my heart, and 
am that thing which many people make only a fub« je& to difplay their fine fcntiments upon, a friend; 
which is a chara&er that admits of little to be faid, till fomething may be done. Now let me fairly tell you, 1 do not like your ftyle: it is very pretty, there-- 
fore I don’t like it ; and if you write as well as Voi- 
ture, I would not give a farthing for fu:h letters^ 
unlefs I were to fell them to be printed. Methinks I 
have loft the Mrs L*** I formerly knew, who writ and talked like other people, (and fometimes better.) 
You muft allow me to fay, you have not faid afenfi- 
ble thing in all your letter, except where you fpeak 
of fiiewing kindnefs, and expecting it in return: but the addition you make about your being but two and 
twenty, is again in the ftyle of wit and abomination. 
To Ihew you how very unfatisfaclorily you wrote, 
in all your letters you have never told me how you do. Indeed I fee it was abfolutely neceffary for me 
to write to you, before you continue to take more- notice of me, for I ought to tell you what you are 
to expeft ; that is to fay, kindnefs, which I never failed (I hope) to return ; and not wit, which, if I; 
wane, 1 am not much concerned, becaufe judgment 
is a better thing ; and if I had, I would make ufe 
of it, rather to play upon thole I defpifed, than to 
trifle with thofe I loved, You fee in fhort, after 
what manner you may molt agreeably write to me. Tell me you are my friend, and you can be no' 
more at a lofs about that article As 1 have opened my mind upon this to you, it may alfo ferve for 
Mr H , who will fee by it what manner of 
letters he muft expedt if ne torreiponds with me. As I am too ferioufly your’s and bis 1’ervant, to put 
turns upon you inltead of good wifiies, fo in return I 
fiiould have nothing but honcit plain How-do-ye’s, 

and 
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and Pray.remember'me’s ; which not being fit to be 
ftiown to any body for wit, may be a proof we cor- 
reipond only, for ourfelves, in mere friendlinefs ; as 
doth, God is my witnefs, 

Your very, Sec. 

LETTER VIII. 
Frsm Mr Pope to Mr Steele, on Jicknefs and dying young. 
YOU formerly obferved to me, that nothing made 

a more ridiculouf figure in a man’s life than 
the dil'parity we often find in him Tick and well : 
thus one of an unfortunate conflitution is perpetu- 
ally exhibiting, a miferable example of the weaknefs 
of his mind, and of his body in their turns. I 
have had frequent opportunities of late to confider mylelf in thele diffi rent views, and I hope have re» ceived fome advantage by it, if what Waller lays be 
true, that 

The foul's dark cottage, batter'd and decay'd, Lets in new light thro' chinks that time has made. 
Then futely, iicknefs contributing no lels than old 
age to the lhaking down this llaffolding of the bo- 
dy, may dilitover the invard ftrufture more plainly. 
Sicknels is a fort of early old age : it teaches us a 
diffidence in our earthly Hate, and infpires ur with 
the thoughts of a future, better than a thoufand volumes of philofnphers and divines ; it gives fo 
warning a concuifion to thole props of our vanity, 
our llrength, and youth, that we .then think of for- tifying, ourfdves within,-when there is lo little de- pendence, upon our out. works. Youth, at the very 
bell, is but a betrayer of human Hie in a gentler and fmoother manner than age : it is like a ftream 
that nourilhes a plant upon a bank, and caufes it to 
flourifb and blcflom to the light, but at the fame 
time it is undermining it at the root in fecret. My youth 
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youth has dealt more fairly ami openly with me; it has afforded feveral profpe&s of my danger, and given 
me an advantage not very common to young men, 
that the attractions of the world have not dazzled 
me very much ; and I begin where moft people end, 
with a full convidtion Of the empdnefs of ail forts of ambition, and the unfathfaciory nature of all 
human pleafure. w hen a fmart fit of ficknefs tells me this feurvy tertement of my body will fall in a lit- 
tle time, I am even as unconcerned as was that ho- neft Hibernian, who being in bed in the great ftorm 
fome years ago, and told the houfe would tumble 
over his head, made anl’wer, “ What care I for the “ houfe? 1 am only a lodger.’* I fancy it is the belt 
time to die when one is in the bell humour ; and fo 
exceflively weak as 1 now am, I may lay with coi*. 
fcience, that I am not at all uneafy at the thought, 
that many men, whom 1 had never any efteem for, 
are likely to enjoy this world after me. When I re- fled what an inconfiderable little atom every Tingle 
man is, with refped to the whole creation, methinks it is a (hame to be concerned at the removal of fuch 
a trivial animal as I am. The morning after myexit the fun will rile as bright as ever, the flowers ifmdl 
as fweet, the plants fpring as green, the world will 
proceed in its old courfe, people will laugh as heard, 
ly, and marry as faft as they ufed to do. The me- mory of man (as it is elegantly expreffed in the book 
of Wtldoin) pafleth away as the remembrance of a 
guefi that tarrieih but one day. There are real'ons 
encugh in the fourth chapter of the fame book to 
make any young man contented with the profptft of death. For honourable age is not that' which ftand. 
eth in length oj time, or is meajureil by number of years. Hut wtfdmi is the grey hair to men, and an 
unjpottedlife is old age. He was taken away Jpetally, lejt wickeanejs Jhould alter his underjlanding, or de- ceit beguile his Jbul, isc. 

I am yours. See. 
LET- 
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LETTER IX. 

From her Looking-Glass, 
To the beautiful Angelica. 

Madam, I Have enjoyed the honour of ferving your Ladyv 
ihip fome years ; during which 4ime, as you have 

been pleafed to favour me with evident marks of 
your elteem, and a familiarity that none of your other 
utenfils can boaft of, tho’ many of them my betters 
by far ; as therefore I have fliewn you to yourfelf fo 
often, and been fo happy always to have my fidelity approved of by your Ladyfirp, 1 hope you will pat- 
don my boldnefs, in taking this method to difiover 
to you fome failings in yourfelf, which my furface 
cannot properly rcprefent. If 1 may prefnmeto fay 
fo, Madam, you confult me much too often ; and I 
am confident it would be better for you, if you was 
to be a greater firanger to me. How many thou- fcnd times muft you be told that ysu are handfome ?' 
—I affure you of it every day, but you will not be 
fatisfkd unlefs I tell you fo every hour, nay, almolt 
every moment.—I cannot lie; your perfon is ex- ceeding amiable ; but I muft, at the fame time, in- 
form your Ladylhip with my ufual fiircerity, that 
yuu would be iufi'iitely more agreeable, if you did 
not think fo. Conlider, Madam, I befecch you, that 
tf you come to me ten thonfand times a-day, I can- 
not make you a bit the better, or the haneffomer : 
but lhall certainly deftroy one of the finefl; orna- ments of Deaury, hy rendering you too well acquaint- 
ed with your own perfections. Whenever you Hand 
be ere me, with all your charms fet forth to the belt advantage, I perceive you are apt to view yourfelf 
with too great pleafui e, and grow proud and con- 
ceited of yeur own beauty ; which, in time, will make other people dt fpife and ridicule you ; and 
therefore I honeltly a^.u ingfmoufly entreat you, to 
avoid my company ; for. Madam, I muft coniefs. 



LE T T E R-W R I TER. 203 
-that the worft enemy the fair ones have, cannot do 
them fo much prejudice as I their chief favourite. It grieves me to the heart to find it fo, and often puzzles me extremely to Account for their fondncfs 
of me, when I fo continually do them naifchief.— 
Whether it be, as a witty gentleman once faid of me, from my talent of calling reflnftions ;—or whether It be from the large quantity of quickfilver which 
belongs to me, and wit .out which I am ufelefs as 
well as innocent ; for, as the learned obferve, Ma- 
dam, mercury is highly prejudicial to your fex, ei- 
ther where there is too much of it in the compofi. 
tion of a fair lady, or when it is ufed ex'ernally as an help to beauty : As, in the former cafe, it is gene- rally the caufe of extenfive levity, fo in the latter 
it is always obferved to hurt the eyes, and deface 
thole chsrms which it is dtfigned to alfill and im- prove Or whether my gaily gilded frame is too 
apt to infect the mind of the beholder with vanity: 
•—Or, laftly, whether it be from the brittlenefs of my other materials, which, by a kind of fympathy, afftd people who are too frequently converfant with 
me.—From whatever caufe it proceeds, a lady who has a fine face, might almofl as well fall into the 
fmall-pox, as to be often in my company. How 
many charming creatures have i fpoiled, and made beauty the greateft misfortune that could befal them! 
—I cannot drink on it without concern why am I fated to be thus unlucky, and injure thofe the 
moil that love me bed ?—Alas ! why was I made a 
loeking-glafs ? Was it my defire to be covered with 
fdver, and inrdoi’ed in a frame of gold ? Did I afpire to b> fixed in this honourable place, and be- come a lady’s favourite ;—Oh ! that I had been fome 
meaner piece of fu’ niture, lefs refpefted, and left 
mifchievou.. Kscp off, de.r Madam, I bcleech you, from nil unhappy thing, which deftiny arakes per- 
nicious to the loveliell creature under heaven, or I fhall foon infed you with the worfe difeafe incident 
to beauty, and that is vanity.—I am, it is true, an ufeful 
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ufeful ftrvant, if employed only when I ought to 
be, which is feldom; but if a lady grows fo fond of 
me, that fhe runs to afle ;-y opinion of every look ; 
-if fhe confults me forty times for once that flie goes 
to her Prayer-Book or Bible, I fliall certainly prove much more hurtful to her than age or ugltnefs. I 
beg. Madam, that you will interpret what your poor 
fervant fays, to proceed wholly from refpeft and 
Jove for you.—T he tender regard I have for your 
Ladylhip, together with fonie fymptonis 1 lately have difeovered, make me fearful for you —1 dread the 
appreherfion of bringing contempt on fo good a niiftrefs, and would not for the world be the occa- 
fion of your loling any one grace of fo fine a woman : •—No! rather let me be broken into a thoufand pieces! 
I am not without fear of giving offence by the free, 
dom I have taken ; but though you banifh me your prefencCj I cannot forbear f'peaking in a cafe where 
your Ladyfhip’s good feems fo much concerned ; 
and, indeed, if what I dread fhould come 10 pafs, it would be better for us to part for ever.—Better for 
you to be without my fervice, than fuffcr by it; and 
better for me to lofe my lady, and be thrown into a corner, than remain where I am, and be acceffary 
and inftrumental in fpoiling as much fweetnefs.and beauty as ever looking glafs had the happinefs to 
fhew’. 1 am, Madam, with the moft dutiful reipeft. 

Your moft faithful and devoted humble fervant, Parlovr Looking-Glass. 

LETTER X. 
Freni Horterjius, to his friend Palemon, givirg him 

an account of his happinefs in retirement. 
I Write this while Cleora is angling by my fide, 

under the (hade of a fpreading elm that hangs 
over the banks of the river. A nightingale, more harmonious even than Strada's, is lerenading us from 
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from a hawthorn bu(h, which fmiles with all the gaiety of youth and beauty ; while 

I.— Gentle gales y Fanning their odcrif’rotts -wings, difpcrje Native perfumes, and -wbijper thence the] Jicle Tbtfe balm] fpeils. Milton. 
While 1 am thus enjoying the innocent luxury 

this vernal delight, I look back upon thefe feenes of turbulence wherein I was engaged, with more than 
ordinary diftsfte, and defpife myfdf for ever having entertained fo mean a thought as to be rich and 
great. One of our monarchs ufed to fay, “ That he 
“ looked upon thofe to be the happieft men in the 
“ nation, whofe fortune had placed them in the “ country above a high conftable, and below the trouble of a juftice of peace.” It is in a mediocrity of this happy kind that I here pafs my life, with a 
fortune far above the necefTuy of engaging in the 
drudgery of bufinefs, and with defires much too humble to have any relifh for the fplendid baits of ambition. You mutt not, however, imagine that I 
affedit the Stoic, or pretend to have eradicated all my paflions. The funi of my philofophy amounts to 
no more than to cherifit none but fuch as I may ea- 
fi'y and innocently gratify, and to bantfli all the reft as fo many bold intruders upon my repofe. 1 en- deavour to praft fe the maxsm of a French poet, by 
confidering every thing that is not within my pof- feifion as not worth having. Is it impoflible, Pale- 
mon, to reconcile you to thefe unafpiring fentiments, and to lower your flight to the humble level of ge- 
nuine happinefs l Let me, at leaf!, prevail with you 
to (pare a day or two from the certamina divitiarumt (as Horace, I think, calls them,) from thofe fplendid contefta in which you are engaged, juft to take a view of the lort of life we lead in the country. If 
there k any thing wanted to complete the happinefs 
1 here find, it is, that you are fo feldom a witnefs 
to it. Adieu 1 

S LE^ 
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LETTER XI. 

From a gentleman to his fon jujt arrived from Paris, 
againjt fervile complaifance and talkativenefs ,• with fame direflions how to behave politely in company. 
Dear Tom, 

THere is fomething in your behaviour fince your return from Paris that difpleafes me, and I 
mull frankly tell you that 1 don’t think you are at 
ail benefited by travelling. You have, by keeping company with coxcombs, or by miftaking ceremony 
for politenefs, contra&ed a habit of not only talking much, and in a very frothy trifling manner, but of 
facrificing every thing to compliment. Even your fincerity is offered up to ceremony ; and you think 
yourlelf obliged, in point of good manners, to agree, 
like Polonius in the play, with every thing that is 
faid, whether right or wrong. You don’t want up- derftanding, Tom ; nor are you without a good fhai e of learning : And yet that eternal fimppr, that 
cringe and obfequkmfncfs, render both fufpetted, 
and tire all your acquaintance who (I am told) laugh 
at your behaviour, and (peak of this behind your 
back, though they have not friendlhip enough to confefs it to your face. But your father, who loves 
you fincerely, and who confiders you as part of him- felf. can never fee you do any thing that may tend 
to ynur difadvantage, without warning you of the confequence ; for that father muft have a very bad 
heart, or a very bad head indeed, who does not in- 
form his Ion of hi* faul s, Yours is not an error of dr ofition, but of judgment, and therefore it may 
be eafily reflified. You, 1 know, my dear Tom, in- tend it for civility and politeneL ; but you are mil- 
taken. Forced and afK ded coaipliments are the re. 
verfe Politenefs is ever attended with tafeand free- dom, and defpifes everything that is unnatural. Bo- 
lides, this cringing and fawning render your fmceri- 
ty fuspeded. Thofe who make large profeflions to 4 every 
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every body are efteemed l»y no body. It is all cort- fidered as froth, and their friendfhip is fuppofed to 
be as trifling, infipid, and troublefome, as their converfation. Call off, therefore, my dear v om, 
this fort of behaviour, and put on one that is more 
manly, and confident with the character of your fa- 
mily, who were always efteemed for their openrefs, 
freedom, and fincerity, which intitles a man to more refpeft than all the fine fpeeches and low bows in the world. Not that I would have you entirely dif- 
regard what you brought from the dancing-fcrn. ol. 
A proper deportment is necefl’ary, and even a little ceremony may be confiftent with pulitenef< and yood manners; it is the exccfs that makes it blarocable. 
Look at Mr Montague, for in his cafe one example is better than ten precepts; he is elteemed an arcorn- 
plilhed gentleman, every one i pleafed with his be- 
haviour, all are charmed with his convet fation; and the means he purfued to attain this art of pleafing 
univerfally are thele : 

He takes care to keep none but good company, (for by his company he is fenfible that he fliall be 
known and diftinguilhed;) among fuch his ears are 
ever open to receive inftruclu n for he confiders, that a fifent young man generally makes a wife old one. He attends \o every body and fj esks but lir- 

' tie, and that not till he has heard and collcfted the opinions of the whole company ; well knowing, that he (hall profit more by hearing, than fpeaking oa 
any fubjeft ; and that, by this means, he not only 
fathoms the capacities of the company, but alfo gra- tifies, as it were, and obliges each perfon, by giving 
him an opportunity to talk; and efpecially when with proper queftions he introduces fuch fubjttfh as «ch man can fpeak to with propriety and judgment. 
This he does with wonderful dexteriiy, and offers every one ah occafion of difplaying his talents* for he knows, that, in order to keep up an univerfal good 
humour, every man fhould be pleafed with himfelf a* well as with his company. And pray, what s a pleafea 
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pleafes a man more than to have an opportunity of 
Jetting the circle know that he is fomebody ? How unlike him are thofe, who, having feen nothing of 
the world, exprfe themfclves to contempt and ridi- 
cule, by impertinently giving their opinion of things, 
they do not underftand ? What Mr Montague fays 
is always to the purpofe, is properly addrefled, and 
every body hears him with fatisL&non ; for, though he is young in years, he is old in experience and 
underftanding. When he fpeaks, it is always with 
a becoming eale and freedom. He has refolu'ion enough to defend and fupport the truth; but always 
delivers his fentiments in luch a manner, that it may 
not appear like didating to the company; and when 
he has done, he hears, (let them differ from him e-. 
ver fo much) with patience, complacency, and tem- 
per. In Ihort, Tom. excufes of ceremony w ill ne- 
ver gain a man friends, but impertinent babbling will 
undoubtedly create him enemies : for conversation 
is a banquet, which every man is entitled to a fhare 
of, who is prefent ; and why fhould any one cxpedt to have the whole feaft to himfelf? B<Tides, the 
very end of converfation, which is improvement, is 
thereby dtflroytd ; for he who always talks has no 
time to hear, and confc quently, can reap no bene- fit from what is faid in company. Another vice in 
converfation (if I may be allowed that expreffion,) 1 •would caution you againd, and that is talking ob- 
feenely ; which is not only a mark of a depraved 
mind, but of low breeding, and is never encouraged 
but in the company of fools; fince, as my Lord Kofcommon juftiy obferves, 

Immodefi words admit of no defence. 
For want of decency is want oj fenfe. 

I am, dear fon. 
Your truly affettionatefathexv 

LET- 
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LETTER XII. 

The following letter was written to the Dean of Water 
ford by a widower, the faiher of fix children, under 
the fifiitious name of Elzevir,—jhe dejign oj it was 
to invite the Dean and his companyto /upper, parti- cularly Mifs Elizabeth Marjhal, a ywng lady about 
18,—and whofe fortune was 30,000/ X ' ged in the Dean's Jtudy, he having r 
at that time. 
Rev. S I R, 

I AM told there is a book which lies i 
in fheets, and all who have feen it admire that 

it {hould remain fo long unbound : I think it is call- 
ed Marflial’s Epithalamium, or fome fuch name; but Itli 1 Ihould be miltaken in the title, 1 will de- 
ftfibe it as well as I can. 

It is a fair and beautiful manufeript, the ink very 
black, and Ihining on the whited virgin vellum that 
can be imagined ; the chara&ers are fo nice and de* licate, as to difeover it to be the work of fome ma- 
fterly hand ; and there is fuch a fymmetry and exa<3: 
proportion in all its parts, and the features (if I may fo call them,) are fo juft and true, that it puts the 
reader often to a Hand in admiring the beauties of them. 

The book has an additional ornament, which it 
did not want, all the margin being flouriflied with gold ; but that which commends it more is, tha r tho* it has been w’ritten full eighteen years, as 1 have 
been informed, yet it is not lullie’d nor {Lined ; mio- much that one wou’d think it was never once turn- 
ed over by any man. The volume of itfelf does not appear to be of any great bulk, and yet 1 underftand it has been valued 
at 30,000!. L is a pity fo valuable a piece Ihould ever be loftj and the way to prevent this, is by increafiug the to- 
pies nf it. If the author will give coi fent, ami you will licenle i-, 1 will immediately put it into the pr Is. 
I have all the neceflury apparatus for the purp' ife, 

S 3 and 
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and a curious fet of letter^ that were never ufcd: 
but in the imprelfion of cyte book, and of this too, 
no more than half a doz^n copies : fo that you muft 
imagine they are neve/ the worfe for wearing. For 
my part, 1 will fpare no pains to embelli/h and adorn 
the whole with the moft natural and lively figures and I fliall not defpair of producing an edition as 
beautiful in the eyes of men as the dear original is at present in mine.—Me thinks I could read it with^ pleasure night and day. If therefore you will do roe the favour to let me 
have your company this evening, and bring this in. 
comparable piece along with you, it will add to the- entertainment of every one, but particularly of him 
who is always with great refpe&, 

Keverend S I R, 
Your mcft obedient fervant, and faithful friend,. 

Elzevir.. 

LETTER XIII. 
A letter oj confolation on the death of a friend. 

1 Should never have believed, Madam, that one of 
your letters could have afEifted me, how bad news foever it had brought me. The bare fight of your writing feemed to me a remedy againft every- 

evil that I could imagine ; but I acknowledge to you, it is an extreme grief to me that I have been 
informed of the lols we have had. Our friend was 
valuable in every refpedl ; fee was beautiful, tender^ 
generous, witty, and of fojglt a judgment, that fee 
valued you above every thing in the world. She had 
over and above in dying, the only good quality, which fee wanted during her life; that is, fee bore 
with refolution a thing, the bare name of which had 
made her terrible. She accompanied this greatnefs. of foul with fo truly a Chriftun p;ety, that 1 think 
we ought not to mourn for her, It is loving her " with 
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with too fdfi/h an affcftion to be torrowfu! when 
flje leaves us in order to be better, and when fhe 
goes to enjoy in the other world a repofe which fhe could never find in this. I fhall endeavou' to make advantage of the exhortation ycu gave me to follow 
fo good an example, and it will not be the firft time that you have made me a better man. The troubles I-have hitherto had will not ill affifb your admoni- 
tions ; for, I think, few things contribute more to- 
make us die without relu&ancy,, than to have no pleafure in life : Not that I-fbould be very gljd to 
finifli my career too haftily, feeing that you muft return foori. You may guefs whether it be eafy for 
me to renounce the advantage of feeing you again^ and of protelting to you to what a degree I am, &c. 

LETTER XIV. 
From *** to Clear a, on the pleafures of retirement. 

Madam, IT is certainly better for yourfelf, and more for the fecurity of mankind, that you fhould live in fome 
rural abode, than appear in the world; fuch perfons 
as you are fatal to the public tranquillity, and do 
mifehief without ever defigning it : but I muft own when belles and beaux retire to country-fhades for the fake of heavenly contemplation, the world will be well reformed. A hermit’s life might be tolerable while the ferious hours ere divided between Hydea 
Park and the Opera : but a more dtftant retreat, in the full pride of your charms and youth, would be very extraordinary. To be convinced by fo early 
experience, that mankind are only amufed with dreams and fantaftic appearances, muft proceed from 
aTupcrior degree of virtue and good fenfe. After a thoufand convictions of the vanity of other pur- fu ts, how few know the emphafis of thefe few 
lines; . 

Sweet 
r 
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‘ Sweet folitude ! when life’s gay hours are paft, 
« Howe’er we range in thee we fix at laft. * Tofs’d thro’ tempeftuous Teas, (the voyage o’er,) 
< Pale we look back, and blefs the friendly Ihore. 
« Our own ftrift judges our part life we fcan, 
‘ And alk if virtue has enlarg’d thr fpan ; e If bright the profpeft, we the grave defy, 
* Truft future ages, and contented die.’ 'j'lcKLE 

Nothing, perhaps, is more terrible to the imagina- 
tion that an abfolute foiirude ; yet 1 mud own Inch 
a retreat as difengages the mindirom thofe interefls and pafiions which mankind generally purfue, appears 
to me the moft certain way to happinefs: quietlv to withdraw from the crowd, and leave the gay and 
ambitious to divide the honours and pleafures of the 
world, without being a rival or competitor in any 
of thefe advantage^, muft leave a perfon in perfed and unenvied repofe. Without any apology, l am going to talk to myfclf;. 
and what follows may be properly called a digrefiion,- Let me lofe the remembrance of this bufy world, 
and hear no more of its diftratting tumults! Ye 
vain grandeurs of the earth! ye perilhing riches uid fantaftic pleafures ! what are your proudeft bo -ft- ? 
Can you yield undecaying delights, joys becoming 
the dignity of reafon, and the capacities of an ini. mortal mind ! Afk the happy fpirits above, at a hat price they value rhtr enjoyments ? afk hem, if the 
whole c:cation fhould purchafe n? m^mentV inter- 
val of their bids? No one beam of crlefti; • light obfeures, and cafts a reproacti on ail the beau.y tins 
world can boa ft: This is ta'king in bufkms, you will think ; and, 
indeed, 1 may refign crowns and fteptre , a d give 
up the grandeurs of the world, wi a much ima- ginary triumph, as a hero might fight battles, and conquer arm e<-, in a dream. 

In the height of this romantic inlul: l ,nh, Madam, 
Your moft obliged humble lervant. 
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LETTER XV. 
In the jiyle of a lady, by Mr Pope. 

PRay, what h your opinion of fate? for I muft con- 
fefs, I am one of thofe that believe in fate and predeftination.——N >, I cannot go fo far at that ; 

but I own, I am of opinion one'* itars may incline, 
though not compel one ; and that ii a fort of free- will ; for we may be able to refill inclination, but 
not compulfion. 

Do not you think they have got into the moft 
prepofierous falhion this winter that ever was, of flouncing the petticoat lb very deep, that it looks hke an entire coat of luteftring ? 

It is a little cool indeed for this time of year, but 
then, my dear, you will allow it has an extreme 
clean pretty look. 

Ay, fo has my muflin apron; but I would not chule to make it a winter-luit of cloathf. 
Well, now I will fwear, child, you have put me 

in mind of a very pretty drefs * let me die if 1 do not think a muflin flounce made vety full, would 
give one a very agreeable flirtation air. Well, I fwear it would be charming ! and I fliould like it of all things—— Do you think there are any 
fuch things as fpirits ? Do you believe there is ary fuch place as the 
E'.yfian fields ! O gad, that would be charming ! I 
wilh 1 were to go to the Elyfian fields when 1 die, and then I Ihould not care if I were to leave the 
world to morrow : bur is one to meet there with what one has lov’d moft in this world ? 

Now. you inuft tell me this pofitively. To be fare you can, or whit do I correfpcnd with y u for, if 
you will not tell me all ? y yj know 1 abominate re- 
ierve. 

LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 

To Mrs Rowe, on the vanity of allfublunary enjoyments. 
People feem at preferr more buGIy employed in 

preparing for the King’s birch-day, thaa for 
their own laft ; and appear to be in greater anxiety for a feat in the dancing-room, than for a feat in 
paradife. 

I was laft night with— ; a barge of mufic follow- 
ed us ; but in tne midft of this gaiety your letter was not the only thing that put me in mind of mortality; 
I had fuch a violent pain in my head, that neither 
the wit of the company, the foftnefs of the mufic, 
nor the beauty of the evening, could give me any fincere delight. If pleafure be the lot of man, it 
nmft be in fomething beyond the grave ; for on this fide, conftant experience tells us all is vanity. 

But this confeffion has hardly any influence on 
human conduct ; for people in a h:gh rank muft of- 
ten adt again ft their reafon, to avoid being thought unfalhionable; and, for fear of being thought mad 
by the modiih world, muft aft in a manner which they are fenfible is being truly fo, to be in vogue 
wi'h their polite contemporaries. I cannot forbear thinking with myfelf, that if a 
brog, endued with reafon and a capacity of judging, ( habitant of another planet, and an utter ftran- 
gt o our nature), could take a view of our aftions, 
he would be at a lofs what to imagine we were • ar • had he no informer, but was to judge by our 
ccn .uft, he would certainly either imagine that we w r a fpecies who were infured always to live in 
th world we now inhabit, or elfe, that after en- 
joy og ourfeh’es here as long as sve could, we were 
to oe infenliblc for ever, without the leafi expecta- 
tion of a future judgment, punilhment, or reward. You would hardly make an apology for defiring 
me to write to you, if you knew how much pleafure 
the injunftion gives. Your’s unalterably, Cleora. LET- 
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LETTER XVII. 

Fr om Mr Locke, d'treded thus t 
From Anthony Collins, E/q\ to be delivered to him after my deceafe. 

Dear Sir, 
BY my will you will fee that I had fome kindnefs 

for***. And I know no better way to take care 
him than to put him, and what I dtligned for 

him, into your hands and management; The know- ledge I have of your virtue of all kinds, fecures the 
truft which, hy your permiflion, I have placed in 
you ; and the peculiar love and efteem I hare ob- fervcd in the young man for you, will difpofe him 
to be ruled and influenced by you ; fo that of that I need fay nothing. But there is one thing, which 
it is neceflary for me to recommend to your fpecial 
care and memory . May you live long and happy, in the enjoyment of 
health, freedom, content, and all thofe bleffings which Providence has beftowed on you, and your 
virtue entitles you to. I know yeu loved me living, 
and will preferve my memory, now I am dead. All the ufe to be made of it is, that this life is a fcene of vanity, that foon pafl'es away ; and affords no folid fatisfadion, but in the confcioufnefs of doing well, 
and in the hopes of another life. This is what I can fay upon experience, and what you will find to be 
true, when you come to make up the account. A- 
ditu : I leave my belt wilhes with you. 

John Locke. 
*&**m>%**%*%%***%*em**%**!%w& 

LETTER XVIII. 
To G L E 0 R A. 

Aug. 11. 1776. rrHO> it is but a few hours fince I parted from ■*- my Cleora, yet I have already, you. fee, oken up my pen to wiite to you. You muft not exp-cl, 
however. 
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'however, in, this, or in any of my future letters, 
that I fay fine things to you. fince I o ily intend to 
tell you true ones. My heart is too full to be regular, 
and too fmcere to be ceremonious. I have changed 
the manner, not the ftyle, of my former converfa. 
tion ; and I write to you, as I ufed to talk to you, 
without form » r art. Tell me then, with the fame 
undifiembled fincerity, what effett this abfence has 
upon your ufual chearfulnefs ? As I will honeftly confefs, on my own part, that I am too imerefted 
to wilh a circumftance, fo little confiftent with my repofe, fhould be altogether reconcileable to yours. L 
have auempted, however, to purfue your advice, and d vert myfelf by the fubjeft you recommended to 
my thoughts : but it is impoflible, I perceive, to 
turn off the mind at once from an objed which it 
has long dwelt upon with pleafure. My heart, hke 
a poor bird which is hunted from her neft, is ftiil re- turning to the place of her affe&ions, and. after fonie 
vain efforts to fly off fettles again where all its cares 
and all its tendernefs are centered. Adieu. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
LETTER XIX. 

To Colonel R s, in Spain, from his lady in England. 
BEfore this can reach the beft of hufbands, and 

he fondefl: lover, thofe tender names will be of 
no rtore concern to me. 1 he mdifpofition in which 
you, to obey the dift tes of your honour and duty, 
left me, has increafed upon me ; and I am acquaint- 
ed, by my ph' ficians, 1 cannot live a week longer. 
Ar t is time, my fpirits fail me, and it is the ardent love I have for you that carries me beyond my 
Arength, and enables me ro tell you, the meft pain- 
ful thing in the pri fpedt of death is, that I muft part with you : but let it be a comfort to you, that 
I have no guilt that hangs upon me, no unrepented folly 
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folly retards me ; but I pafs away my laft hours in refleftion upon the happinefs we have lived in 'o* 
gether, and in forrow that it is fo foon to have an end. This is a frailty, which, I hope, is lb far f- m 
being criminal, that, methinks there is a kind of me. 
ty in being fo unwilling to be feparated from a (fate 
which is the inftitution of Heaven, and in which we 
have lived according to its laws. As we know no 
more of the next life, but that it will be an happy 
one to the good, and miferable to the wicked, s hy may we not pleafe ourfelves, at leall, to allev ate 
the difficulty of reftgn’ng this being, in imagining 
that we ih til have a fen(e of what pafles below, .md may poffibly be empleyed in guiding the fteps of 
thofe with whom we walked with innocence when mortal? Why may not I hope to go on in ny ullial 
work, and, though unknown to you, be afliitant 
in all the confh&s of your mind ? G v. me 1-ave to fay to you, O be(f of men ! that I canno: figure to 
myfelf a greater happinefs than in fuch an employ- 
mint ; to be prefent at all the adventures fo which 
human life is exp >fed ; to adaainifter {lumber to thy eye.lids in the agonies of a fever ; to cover thy be- 
loved face in the day of battle • to go with thee a 
Fuardian angel, Incapable of wound or pain, where 

have longed to attend thee when a weak, a fear- 
ful woman. Thefe, my dear, are the thoughts 
with which I warm my poor languid heart j but in- de.d I am not capable, under my prefent weakuefs, 
of bearing the ftrong agonies of mmd 1 fall into, when I form to rayfelf he grief you mull be in up- 
on your firit hearing of my departure. 1 will not dwell upon t.ns, becau'e your kind and generous 
heart will be but 'he more afflicted, the more the 
perfm for whom you lamun ffirs yon conlblation. My 1 alt breath will, if 1 am myfelf, expire in a pray- 
er tor you. 1 (lull never Ice your face again, 
Farewel for ever. 

T L E T- 
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LETTER XX. 

LAURA to AURELIA. 
COuld your importunity have prevailed with my 

brother to have left me in London, you had 
been free from the vexation that I {hall certainly give you, by making ycu the confident of all my 
country adventures; and I hope ^ou will relieve my chagrin, by telling me what the dear bewitching 
bttfy world is doing, while 1 am idly launtering away 
niy time in the rural (hades. How happy are you, 
my dear Aurelia ! how I envy you the enjoyment of 
dull, of crowds and noife, with all the polite hurry 
of die beau-momte ! My brother brought me hither to fee a country- fcat he has lately purchafed ; he would fain perfuade 
me it is finely fituated, but I ihould think it more 
finely fituated in the Mall, or even in Cheapfide, 
than here. Indeed I hardly know whtre we are, 
only that it is at a dreadful dillance from the Theatre- Royal, from the Opera, from the Mafquerade, and 
every thing in this world that is worth living for, I 
can fcarce tell you whither to direct your letters; 
we are certainly at the end of the earth,on the bor- ders of the continent, the limits of the habitable 
globe ; under the polar liar, among wild people and 
favages. I thought we fltould never have come to 
the end of cur pilgrimage ; nor could I forbear afk* fing my brother, if we were to travel by dry land to 
the antipodes; not a mjlebut feemed ten, that car- ried me from London, the centre of all my joys. 
The country is my averfion * I hate trees and hedges, 
fteep hills and fileju vallics. The i'atynfts may laugh, 
but to me Green fields, and fiiady graves, and cryftul firingst And larks, and nightingales, are odious things. 

1 had rather hear London cries, with theratileof 
coaches, than fit l.tfening to the melancholy mur- 
mur of purimg brookc, or all the wild mufic of the 
woods. The fmtliof violets gives me the hyUtrics; frt ill 
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te(h air murders me; my conftimtion is not robuft 
enough to bear it ; the cooling Zephyrs will fan me 
into a catarrh, if I llav here much longer. If thefe are the feat of the Mufes, let them unenvied enjoy 
their glittering whimlies, and converfe w;th the vi« 
fionary beings of their ovn forming. 1 have no fancy for dryads and fairies, nor the lead prejudice 
to human fociety : a mere earthly beau, with an 
embroider'd coat, fuits my talte better than an airy lover, with his Ihining trefles and rainbow-wings. 

The fober twilight, which has employed Po many 
foft defcriptions, is with me a very dull period : nor does the moon (on which the poets dote) with all her 
ftarry train, delight me half fo much as an aflem- 
bly room illuminated with wax candles ; this is'whac 
1 ihould prefer to the glaring fun in his meridian 
fplendor. Day-light makes me fick ; it has foms- thing in it fo common and vulgar, that it feems filter 
for peafants to make hay in, or country-lalles to fpin 
by, than for the ufe of people of diftindtion. Y uu pity me, 1 know, dear Aurelia, in this deplorabls dare • the whole creation is a blank to me, it is all 
joylefs and defolate. In whatever gay images the 
JVlufes hsve dreffed thefe rudic bodies, I have hoc 
penetration enough to d'fcover them. Not the 
flowery field, nor fpangled fley, the roly morn, or balmy evening, can recreate my thoughts. I am ( ei- 
ther a religious nor poetical enthufiad ; and without 
either of thefe qualifications, what fhould I do in filent retreats and peniive iludes? 1 find my lei; but 
little at eafe in this abfence of the noily diveriions of the town ; and it is hard for me to keep up my fp rits in ieifurc and retirement; it makes me anxi- oufly inqu luive wnat will become of me when n y 
breath Hies away. Death, that ghaitly phantom, perpetually intrudes on my iolitude, and lome dole- 
ful knell from a neighbouring deeple, often cal’s 
upon me to ruminate on coffins and funerals, graves arid gloomy fepuichrei. A: elide difmal fubjeids put 
me in the vapours, and m kc me dart at my own 

T 2 fhadow* 
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fhat'ow, the foonrr I come to town the better; and wi/h, my dear Aurelia, you would oblige me lb far 
as t.i lay a Icheme for my efcape. Adieu. 

LETTER XXL 
Front Poly dor e to Alorzo firing an account of his acm 

ciiit r.tally meeting Aurelia, and of her falft hood to. 
him. dsc. 

YOU have fpent fo many hours at the Earl of  ’s fine ieaf in the country, that it ii unne- 
etfiary to defcribe thofe be.autilul fcenes with which.' 
you are fo well acquainted. Here have I pafled a great part of the lummsr leafon, in a manner fnit- 
able to my contemplative humour. Having no taftc 
for country-diverfions, or any kind of rural fports, nay pleafutes were confined to the charming (hades 
in gardens, with which the houfe is furrounded. Htre I enjoyed an unmolefted tranquillity, till a 
fit of curicfny led me to make an excurlion into the 
wife champaign that opened before me from the borders of the pa’k. 

If I begin with the rofy dawn, you will pardon n y 
romantic ftyle, relating to the furprifing advemurc s 
but, without telling a lie, the morning was ye (Sul- 
ky ; the balmy dew, and fragrant gales, perfumed the air with their untainted fweets; while, with thoughts free as the aiiy forgftert that warble orv 
the branches, I wandered from riling hdls to wind- 
ing vales, through flowery lawns to lofty woods, till I found myfelf under the fhade of a venerable 
row cf elms, w h ch put me in mind of Sir Roger 
de Coverley’s rookery ; the aged trees fhot their ^eads fo high, that, to one who palled under them, 
the crows and rooks, which refted on their tops, 
feeim d to be cawing in another region. I was de- 
lighted with the noile, while, with the Spedhtor, t conlidered it as a kind of natural prayer to that Be- 
ing who fupptics the wants of his whole creation; 
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fry tVughts were infpired with a pleafing gratitude to the beneficent Father of the univeri'e, tdl the fe- 
qnel of my devotion was interrupted by the fight of 
a beautiful girl, about four or five years old, fitting 
on the grafs, w th a bafk.n of fluwers in her lap, 
which ihe wa^ flicking in the fnowy fleece of a little 
lamb that flrwjd by her. I began to hope it was one of the fairy race, or 
fome ptetts phantom that haunted the grove ; for 
the adjacent houfe belonging to this rev rend avt nue 
looked more like a dormitory fix the dead than an 
habitation for the li - mg ; . very thing about it ap- peared ruinous and drf.late. I could neither hear 
the voice, nor trace the Heps of mortal man in this 
oblelete fo!i ude ; nor had any hopes of knowing 
in what wild r gion I was got, unlefs the pretty figure 
fitting on the grafs could give me fome intelligence. 

I made my approaches very refipeft ully : but what was my furprife, in drawing near, to find the air, 
the complexion, every feature in miniature, of the 

’ungrateful Aurelia, on whom I once ft) pafiionately dt ated ! A thonfand tormenting ideas rulhcd into 
my mind at the fight of this lovely creature, who fmited on me with the mofl inchaming innocence. 
Whilft 1 flood eagerly gazing at her, which was not 
long, Aurelia herfelf entered the walk, and con- firmed the fufpicion, that this child was a living 
proof of her infamy. It is about fix years fince (he eloped from the 
public view, regardlefs of her own illuflrious family, cr the obligations (he was under to the generous 
Gleone, who treated her with the utmofl confidence, and was the l ift that fufpecred her hufbind’s crimi- nal affair with her.—Re my own wr. rigs foigot, and 
all the contempt with which fire treated whatever 
prepoialshon. ur and difimerefled paffi >n could make.- 1 found her now an object of pity rather than re- 
fentment; the dej £tkm of her mind vas vifible in her pale haggard looks, and the wretched negli- 
gence of her habit. 1 cou4d hardly perfaade myfelr 

T $ this 
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this was the celebrated lady that once appeared in 
all public places with fuch a parade of equipage and van ty. 

She was in the utmofl confufion at rhi^ irrerview, 
till, excufing myfelf, T told her this intrufion was un- 
defu'ned, and purely the cfK& of chance, as 1 was 
taking a morning’s ramble from the Earl of  ’s* 
where I had fpent fome time ; and that /he mighc 
depend upon my word not to difcover her abode to* 
anv one in that family. 

By this time /he was a little enmpofed, and invitetf 
me to reft my ft If after my walk. I followed her in- 
to the houfe, which lo ked more I ke the manfions 
of defpair, than a retreat for a lady of plcafure: an awful filence reigned in every room, through which: I made a ffiift to find my way by a dim twilight that 
glimmered through fome windows of as antique a 
figure as tlaofe of an old abbey. The furniture, I 
fancy, has not been di/placed from time •immemo- 
rial ; it looks more like unwieldy lumber, than any thing defigned for ufe or ornament : there was no- 
thing of a modern date but a tea-table, and that ia ruinous circumftances. 

It was-now about ten o’clock. Aurelia ordered: 
tea and chocolate to-be brought. All her attendance 
was a frefh coloured country lafs, who withdrew as 
foon as we had breakfafted. I was impatient to hear a relation of Aurelia’s 
misfortunes, but third not afk any. queftion,. for 
fear it would look 1 ke infulting her di/irels; fj on- ly renewed my excufts for interrupting her privacy.. 
To which the replied, that though I was the laft: perfon in the world fhe would have chofe to be a 
witnefs of her infamy, yet fhe thought her ft If hap- 
py in having an opportunhy to make fume apology 
for her injuftice'to me, in refufing ihofe terms of honour I once ofiered, and complying with fuch re. 
proachfttl conditions, as had made her the moft mi. ferable creature on earth. 

« It was my criminal inclination, (continued “ for 
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<* for C fijnder, that made me infkxib’e to your 
“ intreaties, and my fatker’s commands to marry 
“ you. But whatever wrong this was to your me. “ rit, my guilt, with regard to the generous Cleone, 
** is of a lyigher nature. The intrigue I had with 
“ her hud and was attended with circuuiftances of u the blaekcft treachery. I have broke through 
“ the tendereft engagements of friendfhip, and 
“ granted all that my clifiblute lover could alk ; 
“ when finding myfelf with child, to hide my tnfa- 

my, he bronglit me to this defolate place, an old *( manfion-houfe belonging to his family, where I 
" am cut off from human fociety f except two or ♦* three ftupid peafants, his tenant:-, wiio refid> in 
** feme part of this Gothic ftru&urr. It is now fix 
“ years fince I have breathed and flept (for 1 can- 
** not call it living), in this meiaticholy confinement,. •* without hopes of a releafe, being entirely de- 
** pendent on Caflander,s allowance and caprice, ** who but too well knows his own power and my 
“'folly} which makes him, inltead of the humble “ lover, aft the imperious tyrant: his vifits are 
“ fcldom, his ftay (horr, and I am left whole « months to langnilh alone in a detefted folitude. tl This child,” (continued ihe, weeping, and 
taking the lovely creature in her arms), “ this child, “ w'hich.might have been my joy. proves my great- 
“ ell afiLftion. Should I di., fhe is immediately w abandoned to hardlhip and neceflity; fhould I-- 
“ live, it dillrafts me to think fhe may follow my 
“ fcandalous example. How can 1 give her inftruc- “ tions to avoid thofe vi es which my praftice ap. 
“ ■proves > or recommend that virtue whole facred rules I have fo openly violated l And ftill I love “ this worthlefs man, VVeie I penitent, could I 
“ refolve on a reformation, this Itifure and retire- 
“ ment would be a blcfling and advantage to me ; u but I am obftinate in guilt, while 1 defpair of “ happinefs in this world, or the next. Until B 
“ same hither my hours were Ijaent in frolic and “gaiety;. 



SI4 THE COMPLETE 
** gaiety; a conftant (cries of divcrfions (bortened 
“ i he days, arad gave wings to tin jov ! hours, 
« which now have leaden feer and hurdene with 
** grief, lag heavily along. N-> forr of'refteftion 
“ gives me joy ; whf-iher I look backva- d or for 
** ward, all is darknefs and confufion : 1 am no way 
*• qualified for reurement: books are an averfion,' “ th^ king is mv horror ; I am weary of living,. w and afraid to die ” 

I heard this account with a heart full of ccmpaf- firo , and faid what 1 could to perfuade her to breaR; 
off this criminal commerce with Caffander, and to throw herfelf on the care of Providence, and the 
genert fity of her friends : but 1 had too much va- 
lue for my own peace, and too great a contempt for a woman of Aurelia’s charader, to make at y par- 
ticular propnfals for her freedom : and bidding her 
adieu, baited back to the Earl’s without faying one word of mv adventure, which I commit to your 
fecrecy, and fubferibe 

Your moft humble fervant, 
PoLYDORF. 

LETTER XXII. 
A Utter from Ari/tus, giving his friend a relation of 

the juaden death of his bride who was /dzecl in the 
chapel while the Jacred rite* were perfor ming, 

MY fate will furnifh you with a full evidence of 
the vanity of human happinefs. My h it letter 

w.s wrote in the height of iuccefs, with the mod arrogant expectations and boatt of a lading felicity ; 
now it is all changed, and the lhadows of night come 
over me. 

The lovely Ermina, whom I had fo long purfu- 
ed, and at lad peifuadcd to crown my wilhes, the very morning die gave me her hand, before the fa- ered ceremony was finiflied, was furprifed with the 
fatal imflag* of death ; and carried in a fwoon from the- 
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the chapel to her chamber, where (he loon expired in her mother’s arms, i hi* hour ihe appeared with 
all the coft and fplendor of a y»> hful bride ; the 
mx lh“ is pale and lenfelefs, muffled in a ghartly Ihroud t thole charms, that in ttie morning prow 
mifed an eternal bloom, before ’he evening have dropr the>r fmiltng pride ; the fp irkling eyes arc 
funk in darkrefs ; the foft and tuneful voice is for 
ever blent; while a livid hue fits on the late rofy 
lips. Thus airy pleafure dances in our eyes, 

And fpreads falfe imgts in fair difgwfe, 
1'allure our fouls ; till juft within thy arms 
The vifion aits, ana all the painted charms 
Flee quick a way from the pur/uing fight, 
Till they are lojl in fhades, and mingle with the night. O death ! how cruel-was ihy triumph ! Youth and 

beatry, joy and blooming hope, 1U here a vi&im to 
thy rage : the darkfbme prifon of the grave mufl now confine the gentle captive ; inftead of the pomp 
of a bridal bed, the cold earth muft be her lodging, dnft and corruption her covering. You will now expect i fhould praftife the princi- ples I have fo often aflerred, in exerctfing my boaff- 
ed reafon and moderation ; 01 leave you to infult me, 
with the arguments I lat> ly produced, to allay yi ur gr;ef, trnd r the preflure of an uncommon misfor- 
tune This reproach would be but juft at a period when Heaven has given me a full evidence of the 
truthj I confdkti ; and fet the vanity of human 
hopes in the cleared demonllration before me. One wo d think 1 ilK-uld now, if ever, find it eafy to 
me z on d ele fubjetfs, ar d adi the phitofopher 
fr» m mere Hectflity, b not fr» m ii tue. W:re the cafe yours, or any body’s but my own, how many wife things lliould 1 repeat ! How fluent, 
ly could 1 talk ! So much more eafy is it to didtate 
than ro practit'e. And yet I am reafonable by inter- val- : I am in more than name, a Chrdtian; in foma 
bright periods, I feel the force of that profeffion, 

and 
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and pay homage to its facred rules : a heavenly ray 
fcatcers my grief, and cheers my fou! with divine 
confolations : the gay and the gloomy appearances 
of mortal things vaniih before the gleams of celeRi- 
al light: immortal pleafures, with gentle invitations, call me to the Ikies, and all my thoughts afcend. 

But how fhort my triumph ! how eafy the tran- 
fition from reafon to madnefs ! of what furpriling 
variety is a human mind capable ! Light and dark- nefs, heaven and hell, feemed blended within ; it is 
all chaos, and wild diforder r that reafon which one moment relieves me, the next feems, with a juR train 
of ideas, to torment me. 

See there, all pale and dead Jhe lies : For ever flovj my fir earning eyis s 
Fly Hymen ■with extinguijh’dfires : 
Fly nuptial bitfs, and cha/ie dejirei : Ft minors fled, the lovch'/t mind. 
Faith, /-Meetnejs, wit, together join*d. 

Dwelt faith, and wit. and Jweetnefs there? Oh.' view the change, and drop a tear. Adieu. 

LETTER XXIII. 
From Mr Pope to Mr dddifon. 

I Have been lying in wait for my own imagination 
'his week and more, and watchin;' what ihoughts came up in the whirl of fancy, that were worrly 

communicating to you in a lec er : But I am at length convinced that my rambling head can pro- 
duce nothing of this fort ; f*.> 1 mult even be con- 
tented with telling ypu the old Rory, that I love you 
heartily. I have often found by experience, that na- 
ture and truth, though ever lb low and vulgar, are 
yet pleafing, when openly and artlefsly reprelenred. It w mld be diverting to me to read the very letters 
of an infant, could it wmiteits innocent incontiRencies 
and tautologies, juR as it thought them. This makes me 
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me hope a letter fro-n me will not be unwelcome to 
you, when 1 im confctous I write with more unre* 
fervednefa than ever man wrote, or perhaps talked 
to another. I t: uft your {;ood nature with the whole 
range of my tollies, and really lore you fo weh, that 
I would rather you ihould pardon me than efteem me ; fince one is a.t aclof goodnefs and benevolence, 
the other a kind ot conftrained deference. 

You can’t wonder my thoughts are fcarce confid- ent, when I tell you how they are d.ftradted. Every 
hour of tny life my mind is Urangely divided ; this minute perhaps 1 am above the ftars, with a thou» 
fand fyItems i ound about me, looking forward into a vaft abyls, and loling my whale compn-henfion in 
the bounditfs (pace of creation, in dialogues with 
Whilton a; d the aftronpmers ; the next moment I am below all tnfl't, grovelling with 1'. in the very 
centre of nonfenfe : fsiow I am recreated with the 
bnlk fallies and qui k urns of wit, which xMr S.eele 
in hit livehelt and freed humour dartt about him ; and now levelling my application to tiie inliginticanC 
obfervations ami quirks of grammar of C. and D. Good God 1 wiiat an incongruous ainmal is man I how unfettled in Ins bed p n, his foul ; and how 
changing and variable in Ins frame of body ! i he 
condmcy of the one fhook by every notion, the 
temperamen of the other afiVdtrd by every blad of wind ! W nat is he altogether, but one mighty incon* 
fidency ? fnknefs and pain is he lot ot one halt of him ; doobt and fear the portion of the other ! 
What a budie we make about palling our time, 
when all our fpace is but a point ? VV hat aims and ambitions are crowded into this little indant of our 
life, which (as bhakefpeare finely words i.) is round- ed with a fltep? Our whole extent of being is no 
ir.ore in the tye of Him who gave it, than a fcarce 
perceptible moment of duration. Thofe animals, whole circle of living is limited to three or four hours, as the naturalids tell us, are yet as long l;v#d, 
and pcffclles as wide a feene of atdion as man, if we 

confitler 



228 THE COMPLETE 
confider him with a view to all fpace, and all eternity. Whi knows what plott, what -.tchievementi a m'te 
may perform in his kingdom of a grain or daft, wnn n his life of tome minutes ? And of how much 
lef ennfidcration even than this, is the life of man 
in the light of GoU, who is for ever, and for ever? 

Who, that thinks in this ftrain, but muft fee the ■world and its contemptible grandeurs leflen before 
him at every thought; it is enough to make one 
remain ftup fied m a poife of inatftum, void of all de- 
fires, < f all defigns, f all friendflrps. 

idut we muit return (through our very condition 
of being) to our narrow felves, and thofe things 
that affect ourfelves : our paflions, our interefts, flow in upon us, and unpuilofbphize us into mere 
mortals. For my part, 1 never return fo much in- 
to myfelf as when I think of you, whofe friendlh p 
is one of ihe belt comforts 1 have for the inlignifi. 

LETTER XXIV. 
From Mifs —— to her brother, to acquaint him viith 

the death of their mother. 
Mv dear Brother, Hat (hall 1 tell you? how will you be able to 

bear the fatal news of the death of our much bt n, ured mother, whofe Jofs is to me more bitter than death, and will plunge you, I fear, into the 
deep ft forrow? But the other night the tailed nie 
to her bed-fide. and taking me by the hand, faid, 
“ My dear child, I am juft going to leave you ; a 
few tours will bear me to the world ot fpirits. 1 will, 
ingly refign you, my dear charge, and your brothers, 
if they are yet alive, to the care of a grid God, whe will always befriend the virtuous, i rejoice you 
are of that number: if you continue as you have 

Tct our, you cannot fail of being happy. When 

cancy of myfelf. 1 am yours, &c. 

you 
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you have an opportunity to write to your brothers, 
or fiiall fee rhein, tell them I . ied with them on uy 
heart, left them a mother’s blefiing, and hati no 
higher wilh on earth than to hear they were wife 
and good. Aias, p or PamphiUn ! would to God 
he was fo : were I lure of thW I fhould die perfect- 
ly eafy. I hope £ ulus will return to you, and 
heaven mike you happy in each other. Farcwel, my deareft child ! may heaven preferve you wife and 
good ; and when you drop a tear to the memory of a loving mother, be excited thereby to imitate what- 
ever ytu thought good in her. Oh! laieweL’* 
With thefe words, the dear woman refigned her foul into her M ker’s hands, and fmiled in the agony of 
death. Oh ! my dear brother, grief overwhelms me ; I ,on add no more, but that I long exceeding- 
ly to fee you ; that will be my only cordial, to alle- 
viate the heavy lois of your affe&ionatc filter, 

Eliza Rowe. 

letter xxv. 
Mrs Ro-sie to tbe Countefi of Hertford. 

M id im, ■\T7ii£N 1 begin a friendlh'p, it is for immortality.' ’ “ This conftllion, I own, is enough to put you 
in bme terror that you are never like to drop my 
converfation in this world, nor the next; but I hope I lhall improve in the realms of light, and get a new 
let of thoughts to entertain you with at your arrival there} which, for the public interell, I uih may be 
long after 1 arn fleepiog in the dull ; but perhaps mine will be the fn ft joyful ipirit that will welcome 
you to the immaterial coalts, and entertain you with one of the fofteft longs of paradife at your an ival. 
 Mi Koi'i would think thele all gay chimeras 
ar>! a.iv vi; on*, bin how much more lo are all the 
charming feenes on earth ? 

U Js 
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jis the Junta flic images of n’ght, 
Before the op'ning morning take their flight; 
So vanifh all the hope} of men ; their pridet And vain dejignsy the laughing fkies deride. 

You will think. Madam, I am rtfolved you fliall 
remember your latter end, whoever forgets it. I 
fuppofe you will exped the next pifture I fend you 
will be Time, with a feythe and an hour-glaf ; but 
really t-.efe mementos of mortality are neceflary 'o 
people like you in the height of greatnefs, and the 
full bloom of youth and beauty—If I go on, you 
will think me in the height of the vapours, and the perfection of the fpleen ; but, in all the variety of 
my temper, 1 am your Ladylhip’s moft humble fervant. 

Eliz. Rowe. 
I admire the verfes you inclofed, and am furprifed 

at the author. 

LETTER XXVI. 
From Mrs Rowe to the Countefs of Hertford. Written the day before her death. 

Madam, r*| ~ H IS is the lafl: letter you will ever receive from 
X m- ; ihe laH ;idurance I fhall give you, on earth, of a lincere and Itedtait fr endfhip ; hut when we 

meet again, 1 hope it will be m the heights of immor. tal love and eeftafy. Mine, perhaps, maybe the gbd 
fpirit to congratulate your fate arrival to the 1 appy fhores. Heaven can witnefs how lincere my concern 
for your happinefs is: thither I have fent my ardent 
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Hon th^t we {hall (bon meet again.—-Bur. oh ! in what elevation of happinefs ! In what enlarge- 
ment of mind, and what perfe&ien of every facul- ty!—What tr^nfporting reflections fhall we n.;ke on the advantages of which we (hall be eternally pof- 
fefled — To'him that loveu u , and walhed us in his blood, (hall we aiicribe immortal glory, domini- 
on, and praile for ever ; this is all my ralvation, all my hope-. That namn n whom the G< ntile*. v uft, 
in whom all the famil cs of the earth are bkflf. J, is now my glorious, my unfailing confidence. In his 
worth alone I expett t . (land jullified before infinite purity and juftice. How poor were my hop: s, if I 
depended on thofe work*, which my vanity, or the pai tiaiity ol men have called good; and which, if 
examined by divine purity, would prove, perhaps, 
but fpecious Inn I The m ft actions of my life would be found di fe&ive, if brought to the teft of that un- 
blemilhcd holinefs, in whole -fight rhe heavens are not clean. Where were my hopes, but for - lie.ieem- 
er’s merit and a onemeiv ?—how defperate, how un- don: , my condition!—W th the utmoft advantages I could boaft, I (hould itep back and tremble at .he thr ughr. of apnea . g before the unblemifhed Ma- 
jefty ! Oh JiSUS! what harmony dwells in thy name'! celeftial joy and immor tal life are in the found. 
Let ingels fet to thee their golden harps, let the ran- fomed nations for ever magnify thee. What a dream is mortal life ! What fhadow's are all the ob- jects of mortal ftnfe ! all the-glories of mortality 
(my much-beloved friend) will be nothing in your view at the awful hour of death, when you muft 
be (eparated from this lower creation, and enter on the boiders of the immortal world. 

Something perfuades me this will be the laft fare- wel in this world j Heaven forbid it (hould be an 
eyerlafting parting: may that divine proteftion, whofe c. rc 1 implore, keep you ftedfaft in the faitli 
of Chnftiamty, and guitle your fteps in the ftrifteft 

U 2 paths 
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paths of virtue. Adieu, my moft dear friend, tin* 
til we meet in the paradife of God. 

*Z**Z**2>-£* 
LETTER XXVII. 

from a perfon in town, to his brother in the country, 
d'jcrthing a public execution at Tyburn. 
D a’ Brother, 
IHave thisday been fatisfying a curiofny, I believe 

natural to moft people, by feeing an execution 
a. ryhurn. This tight has had an extraordinary ef- 
fect upon me, whi.h is more owing to the unexpect- 
ed oddnefs of the fcene, than the afLCling concern, 
which is unavoi able in a thinking perfon at a fpec- taele fo awful and fb interefting, to all who confider 
th mfelves of the fame fpecics with the unhappy 
fufferers. 

That I might the better view the prifoners, and 
efcape the preflure of the mob, which is prodigious, 
nay, almoft incredible, if we confider the frequency of thefe executions in London, which is once a- 
jno: th, 1 mounted my horfe, and accompanied the melancholy cavalcade from Newgate to the fatal tree. 
The criminals were five in number I was much difappointed at the unconcern and carelefsnefs that 
appeared in the faces of three of the unhappy 
•wretches. The countenances of the other two were 
fpread with that horror ard defpair, which is not 
to be wondered at in men whofe period is fo near, ■with the tenible aggravation of its being/haitened 
by their own voluntary indiferetion and mifdeeds. The exhortation fpoken by the bell-man, from the 
•wall of St Sepulchre's church-yard, is well intended ; 
but the noife of the officers, and the mob, was io great, and the fil’y curiofity of people climbing into 
the cart to take leave of the criminals, made Inch a 
confufed noife, that I could not hear the words of the 
exhortation when fpoken, tho’ they are as follow : * “ All 
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u All good people, pray heartily to God for thefe 

“ poor fmners, who are now going to their deaths, 
*e for whom this great bell doth toll. 

Yoh that are condemned to die, repent with 
lamentable tears. Aik mercy of the Lord for 

** the lalvation of your own fouls, through the me- 
“ ric, death, and paffion of Jtfus Chrift, who now 
** fits at the right hand of God, to make intercel* 
“ fion for as many of you as penitently return unto 
“ him. “ Lord have mercy upcr. you ! Chrijl have mercy tl upon you ! 

W hich lafl words the beliman repeats three times. 
All the way up Holburn the crowd was fo great, 

as, at every twenty or thirty yards to obftrudl: the paffage ; and wire, notwithllanding a late good or- 
der againfl that praftice, was brought the malefac- tors, who drank greedily of it, which I think did 
not fuit well with their deplorable circumftances. 
After this, the three thcughtlefs young men, who at firlt feemed not enough concerned, grew more 
lhamefully daring and wanton ; behaving themfelves in a manner that would have been ridiculous in men 
in any circumftance whatever; they (wore, laughed, and talked obfeenely; and wiihed their wicked com- panions good luck, with as much aflurance as if 
their employment had been the molt lawful. At the place of ex cution, the feene grew ftiil 
more Ihockiug ; and the clergyman who attended 
was more the fubjed of ridicule than their ferious attention. The plalm was fung amidlt the curfes and 
quarrelling of hundreds of the molt abandoned and 
piofhgate of mankind ; upon whtm (fo ftupid are they to any fenle of decency) all the preparations of 
the unhappy wretches feem to lerve only for the 
fubjed ot a barbarous kind of mirth, altogether in- confiUent witn humanity. And as foon as the poor 
creatures wen half dead, I was mu h furprifed, be- fore luui a numbei ot p.ace-oftkers, to fee the po- 
pulace tall to pulhng and haling tue cartales with 

U 3 fo 



fo much earneftnefs as tooccafion feveral warm ren-1 
counters and broken heads. I hefe, I was tnld, ll 
were the friends of the peffons executed, or fuch r as, for the fake of tumult, chofe to appear fo, and i 
fome perfons fent by private furgeons to obtain bo- - 
dies for d fit&ion. The contefts between thefe were 1 

fierce and bloody, and frightful to look at: fo that p 
1 made the belt of my way our of the crowd, and, , 
with fome difficulty, rode back amor g a large num- ber of people, who had been upon the fame errand 
wiih im felf. The face of every one fp< ke a kind of mirth, as if the fpe&ade they beheld had afforded 
plcafure inftead of pain, which I am wholly unable 
to account for. 

In other nations, common criminal executions 
are fnd to be little attended by any befn es the necef- i 
fary effi er', and the mournful triends; but here, 
all was hurry and confufio”, rackit and noife, pray- 
ing and oath', fwearing and finging of pfalms. I 
am unwilling to impute this d ff ren e in our own, 
from the practice of other nations, to the cruelty of 
our natures ; to which foreigners, however, to our 
dilhonour, aferibe it. In moft indances, let them 
fay what they will, we are humane b( yond what o- 
ther nations can boaft; but in this, the behaviour of 
my coun-rymen is palt my accounting for; every 
ftreet amMane 1 p ff d through bearing rather the 
face of a hoi day, than of that forrow which 1 ex- 
pected to fee, for the untimely deaths of five mem* 
bers of the community. 

One of 'heir bodies was carried to the lodging of 
his wiie, who rot being in the way to receive it, they immediately haw ked it bout to every furgeon 
thty could fhii k of; and when none would buy it, 
they rubbed tar all over it,and left it in a field hard- 
ly covered with earth. 

This is the beft defeription I can give you of a 
feene that was no way entertaining for me, and 
w hich I fliall not again take fo much pains to behold, 
1 am, dear brothec, yours affe&ionately. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

The following letter was written by a gentlewoman tB her hufband, who was condemned to /uffer death. The 
unfortunate cataftrophe happened at Exeter, in the 
iinte of Oliver’s ufurpation. A gentleman whofe name was Penruddock, to whom the letter was writti n, was 
barbaroufly fentenced to die without the leaf} appear- 
ance of juft ice, He offer ted the illegality of his enemies 
proceeding, with a fpirit worthy his innocence; and the night before his death his lady wrote to him this 
letter, which is fo much admired, and is as follows, 

Mrs Penruddock’s lafi letter to her hufband. 
My dear Heart, MY fad parting was fo far from making me for* 

get yen, that I fcarce thought upon my felf 
iinte, bu' wholly upon you. Thoie dear embraces 
which 1 yet feel, and fhall never kfe, being the 
faithful teftimonies of an indulgent hulbtnd, have 
charmed my foul to fuch a reverence of your re- membrance, that, were it poflible, l would, with my own blood, cement your dear limbs to life aga n ; and (with reverence) think it no ftn to rob heaven a 
little while longer of a martyr, O, my dear, you muft now pardon my paflton, this being my lalt (O 
fatal word !) that ever you will receive from me ; 
and know, that until the laft minute that I can ima- 
gine you al ve, I will facrifice the prayers of a Chri- 
ftian, and the groans of an afflid! d wjfe. And 
when you are no:, (which lure by fympathy I (hall know ) 1 fhall wilh my own diffulution with you, 
that fo we may go hand in hand to heaven. ’Fis 
too late to tell you what 1 have, or rather have not 
done for you ; ho w turned out of doors becanfe I came to beg mercy ; the Lord lay not your biood 
to their charge. I would fain dikourfe longer with 
you, but dare no'; pailion begin- to drown my rea- fon, and will rob me of my devoir, which i^ all I have lelt :o fervt you. Adieu, therefore* tenth- u- 
fand times, my deart ft dear j and fiiice 1 mult never 
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fee you more, take this prayer; May your faith 
be fo flrengthened, that your cooftancy may conti- 
Hue ! and ;hen I know heaven -will receive you ; 
whither grief and love wiil, in a Ihort time, (I hope,) tranllate. 

My dear, your fad, bur conftant wife, 
even to love your sfhes when dead, 

Arunbel Penruddock. 
May the 3d, 1655, 11 o'clock at night. 

P. S Your children beg your bleffing, and pre- 
fent their duties to you. 
f 1 do not know that I have ever read any thing fo afR&ionate as that line, “thofe dear embraces, winch 
“ I yet feel." 

Mr Penrud lock’s anfwer has an equal tendernefs 
which I (hall recite alfo, that you may f*e whether 
the man or the woman exprelF d themfelves the 
more kindly, and ilr ve to imitate them in lefs cir- 
cumltances of diilrefs ; for, frond all, no couple upon 
earth are exempt. 

LETTER XXIX. 
Mr Penruddock’s lajt letter to bis lady. 

D irell and heft of creatures, 
IH d taken leaveof the world when I received yours; it did at once recal my fondnefs for life and enable 
m to refign it. As 1 am (lire I lhall leave none be- hind me like yi u which weakens my refolution to part from you ; fo when 1 tefled I am going to a 
place wh. re there is none but fuch as you, I recover 
niy courage. But fondnefi breaks in up <n me ; and 1 would not have your tears fl ow to-morrow, when 
your hufband, and the father of the dear babes, is a 
public Ipeftacle. Do not think mta ly of me, that 
1 give way to grief now in private, when 1 fte my 

iajuui 
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fand run To fafr. I, within a few hours, am to leave you helplefi and expofed to the merciiei's and info- lent, that have wrongfully put me to a lhame'.ul 
death, and will objeft that fhame to my poor chil- dren. I thank you for all your goodnels to me. and 
will endeavour fo to die, as todonoihing utiworrhy 
that virtue in which we have mutually fupported 
each other, and for which i oefire yc u not to re. pin? that 1 am firit to be rewarded; tince you ever 
preferred me to yourfelf in all other thing', afford 
m’, with chearfulnef, the ptec deuce in this. 1 defire your prayers in th. article of dea'h, for 
my own wdl then be offered for you and yours. 

J. PfcNKLDDoCK. 

A few fliort and intelligible Forms of 
Meflages for Cards or billets, waich 
may be varied at pleamre, fo as to 
ferve all Occafions. 

MESSAGE I. 
MR and Mrs Cecd’s compliments to Mr and Mrs Howard, and defire the favour of their 
company W^ednefday next, to drink tea, and fpend the evening. 

Monday morning. 
II Mr and Mrs Howard return their compliments 

to Mr and Mr- Cecil, and will certainly do ihem- 
felvet the pleafure to wait on them. 

Monday noon. 
III. Mr and Mrs Howard return their compli- ments, and are forry it happens that a pre-engage- 

ment will not permit them the pleafure of waiting 
on 
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on Mr and Mrs Cecil, which they would otherwife 
have readily one. 

Monday afternoon. 
IV. Mr an 1 Mrs Compton’s compliments to Mr 

and Mrs Sc-ndey ; and if they are fengaged this 
afternoon, w-ill take the pleafure of waiting on them. 

- Tuefday morn. 
V Mr and Mrs Stanley are perfe&ly difengaited, 

b^g t ieir compliments, and will be extremely glad 
of M- and Mrs Compton’s agreeable company. rnefday noon. 

VI Mr and Mrs Stanley are very forry it fo hap- 
pens that ilr y are engaged this afternoon and even- 
ing ; but beg their compliments, an 1 a iv other time 
that dial, be agreeable to Mr and M. s Compton, will 
be proud of the pleafure of their company, Tue'iiay noon. 

VII. M fs Willis lends her compliments to Mils 
Bvron, and defies to know how (he docs; and tf w*l! enough ro fee company and it be agr a'de, 
will wait on her tms afternoon to the coach, and 
give ner an airing for an hour before tea. Wedmfday morn. 

VTH. M fs Bvron, wirh mt a compliment, is ve- y 
ag** tbly obliged to Mils SVil! s whom he would be ex erne1/glad to fee, and accepts of he;-kmd fain y 
olFcr of an airing in the coach at the time propou d. Wednefday morn 

IX- Mifs Bj’ron, indead of compliments, begs leave to return M rs Willis her bell thanks for tvw 
very obliging card an ! is exTemely forry (lie is not 
welt enough to have the pleafure of her company • which, however, fhe hopes very foon for a full en- 
jovment of, and to be able ro accept of her kind 
offer of an airing in the coach, 

Wednefday noon, and not up. X. Mrs 
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X. Mrs Wyndharn preferns her compliments to 

Mrs Pemberton ; hopes ihe is well, and to hive the favour of her company to-morrow evening, with a 
fniall but agreeable party at friendly whift. Ttiurfday afternoon. 

XI Mr Pemberton is not fo wel' a« /he could 
wiih, but much at Mrs Wyndham’s lervice, and 
v/ill endeavour to wait on her. Thvjrfday even. 

XII. Mr Lambert’s compliments wait on Mifs 
Morris, to beg die very great favour of being her partner to-morrow evening at the aflembly. 

Friday morn, 
XIII Mifs Norris’s compliments to Mr Lambert, 

and ihe is engaged. 
f, iday. 

XIV. Mifs Norris’s compliments : fhe is not cer- 
tain of being at the ifiembiy, and undetermined a. fc«>ut d ncing ; lo Mr Lambert mult not abfolutely 
depe id on her for a partner. 

Friday morn. 
XV Mifs Wan fey, is forry to trouble M'f Cooper 

on m 'rifling an occalion, as bow to direft to her 
au: ' Waterlnnd ; begs her compliments and a line 
of information by the bearer. Sunday evening. 

XVJ. Mrs Chrdworth’s refpe«Ets (compliment* flic 
lintdone with) to Mr Charier m, and if ( ,,t engaged, hu- on pary, as it will be extrenieiy ag e',al'!i ; is delired this evening at a party of quadiille, about 
four, tables in the whole. 

Monday morn. 
XVII. M'fs Charleton’ beft fervices ; flir has the 

pleafure of M; s died worth’s V >.l nieflage, and 
it is much agamlt her iiiclinatioxi mat Hie is obliged 
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to fay Oie cannot pofiibly wait on her, having this 
evening a previous engagement that cannot be ■ 
ptnfed with. 

Tuefday morn. 
XVIII. If Mifs Romney be well enough, Lady 

Bathu. IPs comoliments, and /he propofes a vilit this 
af ernoon to Mifs Arran, and will be very glad of her company ; the coach is ordered exa&ly at four, 
and an airing will not be afnits. 

Wednelday, eleven o’clock. 
XIX. Mifs Romney has the honour of Lady 

Bathurlt’s card ; /he begs leave to return her com- 
pliments, and is very much at her Lady/hip’s lervice, 
and will certainly wait on her. 

Wednefday. 
XX. Mrs Lcgg ha? a party at cards next W>d- 

neiday le’ennight of eight tables ; Ihe preiems her 
compliments to Mr Stroug, and delires the favour 
of his company. - ^ Thurklay, Dec. 5. 

XXI. Mr Strong has the honour of Mr' Legg’s 
card, thinks himfelf exiretrely obliired in being of th-: party, and will certainly do himfelf the plealure 
of waiting on her. 

Thurfday, Dec. 5. 
XXII. Mr Bedford, after the honour of dancing 

lafl night with Mil's Hamond, is concerned that he 
is p’evented waitin' on her this morning by a hid- den cill to town ; begs his con p’: rents m y be ac. 
ceptalve ; h<- pes this meffige wii fi.:d her in perfeft health a 'd hat Hie tonk • c< Id. 

Friday morn, eignt o’clock. 

AN- 
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Englifti Spelling Dictionary. 

A B A Bandoa x\ abafe abafement abafhment abate abatement abbacy abbefs abbey abbot abbreviate abbreviatioa abdicate abdication abdomen abet abettor abhor abhorence abide abjeft abjection ability abjuration able abroad abolilbment abomin ible abomination abortion abound abr dgment abroad abrupt 

AG ab reefs abfeond abfence abfolve abfolute abflain abltemious ab (Vine nee abftraft ab(ira£tion abftrufe abfurd abundance abufe 
accede academy accelerate acceleration accept acceptablenefs acceflbry accident accidental acclamation accommodate accommodation accompany accomplice accomplifli accomplifhment accord accoil account 

AD accountant accoutremeat accumulation accuracy accurfed accufation accufer acid acknowledgment acquaint acquiefee aft: on after acre aftual acute adapt adder addition add refs adequate adhere adjacent ' adieu adjoin adjournment adjure admeafuremettt adminifter adminiftrat'on adminilir torfliip admirab.eneft admir^Uy admire X 



24* An A G admit admoniflt adopt adorable adornment advancement advantageom adventitious adventure adventurous adverfary advertifement advife adult adulteration advocate advowfon affability affair 
affeffation affeftion ‘ affiance affidavit affinity affirnl affirmatively' 

Englifh Spelling Diclionary. 

'ord i>rded ny ront jrehand 
andize vation ■i ffion 

A N agreement agriculture agrimony aground ague alabafler alarm albeit alcliymill alcove alderman algebra alien aliment allay allegation allegiance allegorical alleviate alliance alligation alligator allowance alloy almanac Almighty aloes alphabetically already alteration alternate amain amafs amaze ambiguity amercement ambition amicablenefs amuferrent anabaptiit analogy anslytis anarchy anathema anatomy 

AS anceftors anchor   anchovy anecdote animadverfion animalcule animofity anniverfary annihilate annoy antechamber antimonarchial antichriftianifm antidote antipathy Antipodes antiquity anxiety Apocrypha apopleflic apoflacy apparatus apparel apparition appear appetite applicable arbitrary archdeacon archbiftiopric archetype argumentation armada armour arraignment arrogance arrogate arfenal artery artificer afpnrgus afpi ration affiflant affociute afluage 



B A aftonifb afttologer aftronomy atrociou* attribute avail avarice autiioneer authority authentic axle-tree 
Bachelor backflide backward baggage baf.pipe bailiff b wick balance balcony bladerdafli b.ddnefs bileful ballad ballad balfamfc balullrade banditti baneful banilhment banker bankrupt barbarian Barbadoe* b: rbed barbae bargain bnometer b» Tack ba.ricado barri r baniiter barter 

An Englifh Celling Didlionary. B E bale balVful bafd bafililk baff-c b ff on bas-relief ballinado badion batoon btrlia beacon beadle 
beadly beatific beau lieaver beautify beaux bedaub beech behaviour befom beggary belabour beldam beleaguer belfry bellow Belvidere bemire bemoan benevolence bervamot Bei lin be fought befpeckle befprinkle bedridden bethought betony betroth bevel beverage 

J O bewildered bewitch bidder bigot bi lander bilboes bilious billc' -doux binder biogr pher biid call biid-liine biOiopric biffxtil^ bittern bitumen bladder blackmoor blacknefs blackfmith blameable Blandford blanket blatpheme blazon bleak bleat blemilh blindfold Wider blithe blockhead blood fhed blood (hot bloffom blunder binder bluntnefs boader boatfwain bobtail bodice boggle bocgy boiler 
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344 An B R boil Serous boldnefs bolder bombardier bonb.il bomb .fine bondage bonefire bo egrace bonnet booby bookbinder book-keeping bookfeller book-«orm boorifli bo-peep bo. rower Bo phorua boffei botanical botcher botching battomiefs bought kolting-iBill bounce boundary bounteous bo welled bowling-green boyifh braggadocio brainlefs brambles brand-iron brand iih brandy Brafil 'bravado br iwler brawn brawny breech breakfafl 

Englifh Spelling 
B U bread-plate -breeches breeding breviary brew ho life bribery bridegroom bridle brigade brigantine brilliant brow-beaten brutality buckler buckthorn Bucolic bud budge budget buff « b iff-coat buffet huffonery bug bugle buggery build builder building built bulb bullfinch bulge bulk bolkinefs bulky bull bull-beatinjf bullet bull-head bullion' bullock bulrufh bulwark bum 

Bitftionaryi B U bumper bumpkin bunch bunchy bundle bung-hale bungle bungler buoy buovnet buoying bur burden burdenfome burrough burgefs burgefslhip burgh burgher burglar burglary bnrgo-maftej burial burlefque burly burn burning burnlng-glafs burning, iron burnifl) burnilher bn; nt burr burrow burfe burfer burlt burden bury bufh budiel bufhy buiily bi finefs bufltin 



An Englifti Spelling Dictionary. C A bufi hurt buftle bufy but butcher butcherly butchery butler butlerlhip butt butter bmterly butter- milk buttery buttock button buttrefs buy buyer buxom buz buzzard by by*ends by-laws by-place by-way by-word C Cabinet calculation Calvinift calumniate cauldron cambric camelion camblet camomile campaign Samphire Canary-bird cancel cancer candidate 

candid Candlemas candleftick candour canine canifter canker cannibal canon canonical canonift canonization canonlhot canopy cantharides Canticles canton canvas capiciotts cap-a-pee caper capillary capital capitol capitulate capon caprice captain captious captive captivate capture capuchin carabineer caravan carabonade carbuncle carcafe cardinal career careful carelefs cargo carmine carnal 
X 3 

CA carnage carnival carnivorous Carolina caroufe carpet carpenter carriage carrier carrion cartel Cartefian Carthufian cartilage cartridge cafcade cafliier Calliope caffock call-away caftrate caftle cafually cafuift catacomb catalogue catarrh cataraft catallrophe catchpole cathetical catechifm categorical caterer caterpillar cathartic Catharine cathedral catholic caterwauling cavalcade cavalier cavalry caveat cavetn 



14* An Englifh Spelling Diclionary. CH C H cavernous caufelefs caultic caution cautioufly ceiing celebrate celerity cement cenfor Cenfure centaur centinel century centry cephalic Cerberus cerecloth ceremonial certainty- certificate Ceffation ch.fing-difti Chagrin chaife Chaldee fhaldron challenge chamber chamberlain chambermaid champaign champmn chancellor chanctmedley chancery chandler change channel chaos chaplain-’ chapman chaplet charafter charcoal 

chargeable chariot charitable charity charmer charnel-houfe charter chaften chattels cheap chequered cheek-bone cheer cheefe cherifh cherry chefhut cherubim chevalier chicanery chicken chidingly chief chieftain chilblain chi Id-bearing- chimerical chimney-peace China chirurgeon chiflel chocolate choice choler chopin Chrflian Chriltendom Chrifhnas chronologer ehubbinefs church-warden churhlh chymieal ehyimrt chymiitry 

CL cinnamon cinders circulate circumcife circumference circumflex circumfuiion circumjacent circumlocution circumrotation circumfcription circumfpeftion circumftantial circumvallation circumvent circumvolution ciftern citadel citation cite citron civet civility civilian clack clad claim clamour clandeftine clap claret clarification clarion clafp clafh clatter, clave cluufe 
clean cleanfe cleaineft deft clemency Clement 



CO denchers clergymen cleverly cle-v climate dimafteric cling clipper clock-maker dog cloiller clofenefs clothier cloudinefs cloven clownilhnefs duller clutter coach coadjutor coalefce coarfenefs cockatrice co efficient cotieehoufe cohabit co heir coherence coition colleftion •collifion ... collufion , colloquy colonel columbine combat comber combination comedian cqjnfortable comical comelinefs. command comm, ndant commemoration 

An Engliii Spelling DiAionary. 347 
CU cordial corner 

CO commencement corr.menfurate commentary commiffion commotion commodious comparative complaint . complexion compliment comportment comprehenlion compreffion conceulment conceited concife conclufion concodion concubine condemnation confabulation confedion confirmation conformable congenial congratulate conjedure conjundion connedion conquer conlcience confignufion confubltantial confumption contemplation contradidion eontroverfy contumacy contumely convent eonvidion convulfion cook copious coquet 

coronation corpulence corruption cofmography cottage cover counfellor courtlhip coward coxcomb coy cozen crab crack cradle craft crag craggy crambo crane crape cravate crawl crayon crew erimfon criticifm crocodile crooked croud crucifix cruel crumb cryfial cub cuckold cudgel culpable cultivation cumbesfome cunning cupboard cur 



a 4® 
DE curable curate curb curdle cunofity curlew cu i rents curry curfe curtain cultody cuftom «u totnary cut cycle Cylops cygnet cylinder cymbal cynic cynical cyon cyprefs cz<r czarina D Dtigon dainties Dalmatia damageable damnable d mpi aneft dandelion dangerous daughter dau itlefs Dauphin dazzling deacon thip deal deanlhip death-watch debauchee debenture debonab 

decampment deceitfulnefs deceiver December deccmvirate deception decimation decipher decilive declaimer declarative decoftion decorate decorum decreafe decrepit dedicate dedication deducible defamation defective defin tion deformation degenerate dejection delectation delegate deliberation de icacy r delicious delightful delineate delineation delinquent delirious deliverer demi-god democracy demoll fh denunciation depeiKlence deplorable tfepofition depravation depravatlve 

D I deputation derivation derogate defcription delignadon delirible defolatton defparado defpicable delbife defpiteful defpondency defpotic deftrudion deleft determinate deteitable dethrone detraftor diabetes diabolical diagnoltic dialling dialogue diamond diametrical dictator diftionary difference difficult diffufe digeition 
dilemma diligence dilucitate dlnhtnfion dimmtuion dioeefan diploma direftion difadvti r ge difagrer ble difappoint 

An Englifii Spelling Diftionary. 
D E 



DI di farter difband difbiirden difcipline difcomfiture difcommode difcompofe difconfolate difconient difcourage difcounienance difcredit difcreet difcriminate diCdain difencumber disfranchife difgraceful difbonefty ■ di'ingenious diflocate difloyal difmejnber difobedient difoblige difptrage difpnch difpenfer difplay difpleafure difportefs difpr .ve difp'ite difquiet difrepute dirrefpeirtful diff ';fa<ftory diflemble diff- ion diflimulation diffolvable diffolute diffuage dirtafteful dirtemper 

An Englifh Spelling 
DU dirtiller diftin&ion dirtinguirti dirtradtion diftrefs diftributor dirtrefsful difturbince diverfify divertifement dividend divination divinity divorcement divulge dizzinefs docibility doftorrtiip document dolefully dolphin domeftic domineer dominical donation dormitory doubtful doughty downward doxology drapery drawback dr.iw-bridge dreadful dreamer dripping-pan driveller drollery dromedary droplical drudgery druggilt D'-uids drum-major dubioufnefs 

Diiftionary. 
E D ducatoon dudgeon dukedom dulcimer dumbnefs dunghill dungeon duikifli dufty duteous dutifully dutifulnefs duty dwarf dwarfifh dweller dwelling dwindle dyer dver- weed dynafty dyfentery E Earl earneft ear ring earth earthquake ear- wig eafinefs " eave: dropper ebony ebullition Ecclefiaftes ecclefialtic echo eclipfe ecliptic eclogue ecftafy eddy Eden edi£t edification edifice 



2 JO 
E M editian education efface effeftual effeminate efficatiou* efficient effiges efflat'on effl v um efflux effort effrontery effulgence effuuon egregious Egypt ejaculation eieftion elaborate elapfed elafticity elbow elder .eieftion eleftuary elegance elegy elemental elephant elevate eleven eligible elixer ellipfis elogy elopement eloquence eloquent elucidate elucidation elves Elyfi <n emaciate eaiafcaUte 

An Englifli Spelling D idlionary. 
E N EP embalm embargo embark embarrals embaffy embattle embelliffi embezzle emblem embofs embowel embrace embolden embroider embroil embryo emerge emerods emigration eminent emolument emotion empannel emperor emphafls empire employ employment emprefs emulate emulgent enamel encamp enchantment enclofnre encounter encourage encroach encumber 

endearment endeavour end, ve endow endure 

enemy energy enervate enfeeble! enfranchife engagement engine engineer engrave England engrofs enhance enigma enjoy enlarge enlighten enmity ennoble enormity enrich enrol enf.unpl* enfhrine enfign entablature entail entangle entendre enterprize enten- a enthral enhrone enthufiufm entice entitle entity entrails entrap envious environ enumerate enunciation envoy envy epaft 



E V empherii ephod epicure epicurean epidemical epigram epileptic epilogue epifcopacy epifode epiftle epitaph epithet epaome epitomife equal equator equilateral equinox equipage equity equivocal eradicate ere ft or erroneous efcheat efchew efcurial efcutchepn efpoufal* erquire effences eltablilh ettimate ellrangement ete nal Ethiopean etymological evacuate eucharirt evngelical evict eve tmore evtuble evidence 

An Englifli Spelling Didtonary. gi 
EX Europe evulfion exaftor examine exafperate exchequer exclaim exclude execute exemplary exeircife Exodus exonerate exorbitant exoreife expand expatiate expeftation expedient expedition e<pel expenfive experiment expertly expiration expire explain explanation explication explicit explod exploit expound exprefs expuifion expunge extend extent exterminate external extinguifh extirpate extol extort extraft 

F A extraordinary extravagant extremely extricate extrude extrufion exuberance exuberant exulcerate exnlt exulution eye eye-bright eye-brow eye-fight eye-fore eye-teeth Ezekiel F F bulous facetious facilitate faftion , faftor ' faculty 
faint-hearted fairy faithful falcon fallacious fallible falcifier familiar familift famine famous fam ufly fanatical fantaltic fancy fardingale farenaceous fa. m farrier farthing 



aja 
F I fafcinate falhionable faftidious faftnefs faftening fatality fatherlefs fatigue fa twite faulchion favourable fawning fearfully feather feature February fecundity federal feeblenefs felicitate felt-monger fellowlhip feloniou* female feminine fermentation ferocity fertile fervent fervency feftival fetlock feudal feverilh feuel fibre fibrou* ficklenefs fi£titlOUS fiddle fidelity fiercenefs fit eenth ^ -nt figutative 

An Englifh Spelling Di^ionaty. 
F L filament illation filter filthinefs filtrate filtration finable finance finenefs finery finger’s-breadth finical finil her finite firmament firmly firftling fifcal filhermen fifiula fixednefs flabby flaccid flagelet flagging flagitious flagrancy flagrant flambeau Flandersj flanker flalh flatly fl tterer flatulent flaunting flaxen fleet flf gmatic Flcnilh flelhly flexibility flexible flimfy flinche^s 

F O flippant floatage Flora Florence Florentine florid flounce flounder flourilh flower de-luce fluctuate fluctuation fluently fluidity flummery fluftered fluxibility fodder foggy foible foldage foliage follower fomentation fondling fool-hardinefs fooliibnefs footmen foppery foppilh forbearance forbidden forceps forcible ford ble fore-appoint fore armed fore c*lt fore-clofe fore-door fore-fault forefathers fore-finger fore-f<ont foreigner 



An Englifii Spelling 
6 A Sire judge foreknowledge forenoon fore-ordaia forerunner forefpeaker forelt fore-teeth forethought forfeit forgetful forgery forlorn formality fortification forfake forthcoming fornication fortitude fortunate forward foul foundation foundling fourteenth fowling-piece fraftous fragrant fragment frailty France fraternity fraudulent freehold freight frieudfhip froiickfome fruftification frugility frying-pan funeral furious furniture futurity G Gadding gaggle 

GE gaiety gainfully g.iindand Galenical galeons gallantry gallery galleypot gallicifna gallon gallop Galloway gambol gamefter gamut gang gangrene Ganymede garbler garbles gardener gargarize garland girment garnifher garniture garretteer garrifon garrulous gafconade gaudy^ 
gazette gazetteer geefe gelding gemin ite genealogical gener liffimo generality generation generofity generous Genefis Geneva genial 

Di&ionaiy. 
G O gennet genteel gentian gentilifin gentleman gentlewoman gentry genuine geography geometry Georgicks germination geftation gefticulation gefture gewgaws ghaltly ghortlineG ghoftly giant gibble-gabble giddinefs gilder gilliflower ginger bread gingler girdle girl girt gizzard gladiator gl idnefs glanders 

glebe glittering globular gloomy glorification glorious gloff-ry glow-wort® fliUtinous gluttony Gnouics goaler 
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3J4 ^ G R goatifh goblet godf: ther godmother goggle-eyed Golgotha gonorrhoea goofeberry gorgeous gormandize gofpe! go flipping Gothic Goths governefs government governor gown grittfulncfs gracioufly gradual grammarian grampus granado granary grandame grandee grandeur gt ..ndfithef gr no mother griuHire 

■nidation • lier ■ i hopper o- plot ■fly itetul _ tificationj ■ tings ti tude tulatory 

i EngTiiTi Spelling Di&ionary. 
H A Grecian Giecdm green houfe grenadier Gregorian grew grey hound grievous grim griflel gritty grizly groan grocery grogram grofs grotto grovelling ground-ivy group growl grubbnge gruel grumble gu iron tee gu ■rdian gudgeon guillefs guinea gunpowder gufb gutter gyninaftics 

Haberdaflier habitation hackle haddock hagg rd Hague haiuous halbert halcyon half-moon halliards halloo hallow 

H E hamlet hammer hamper hamftring handkerchief handmaid handfome handy hanger- ort happinefs harrangue harbinger h Tbour hardly hair-brained harlequin harlot harmlefs harmonious harnefs harpooner harpfichord harrafs hardinefs hartlhorn harveft haflbek hady hatches hateful haughty hanghtinefs havock hautboy hawfer hazardous headborough healthful hearten heartburning heartinefs heath-cock heathenifin heavenly heavioefs Hebra'ifm hecatomb 



H I he&ic headfut heifer heighten hellebore Hellefpont hell-hound hellifli h< hn • helpful helter-lkelter hemifphSie hemlock henceforth hen-hearted herbalift herald Herculean hereditament hereditary heretical heritage hermaphrodite hermit Herodians hero heroical heroine herring hefitate hefitatio n heterodox heterogeneal hexagon hexameter hiccup hidebound hideous hierarchy hieroglyphic hillock hireling hi ft luffing hillorian hi'.toriographer hithermoft’ 

An Englilh Spelling Diiflionary. 
H U Hittites Hivites hoarfeneft hobgoblin hodge-podge hogftiead Pol land * holinefs hollow holyhock homage homelinefs Homer homefpun homicide homily homogeneous homologous honed honeycomb honey-moon honorary honourable hooked hopeful hops Horeb horizon horizontally hornet horologicnl horofcope horrid horfe leech horiem m.iip horfe ratfidi • Hof.inna hofpHable hod hoflile hoftility hotcockles hotch-potch houfehold hubbub huckder hug Y a 

, JA 
huge Huguenot huinanid humanity - humanize humble • humidity humiliation humourid hunch-backed Hung.iry hungry ’ hunks hunting hmler hurry hurricane hurtful hufband huflara hufiey hut hutch huzza hydra hydraulics hydrographer hydromel hyd rophic^l hvmn hyperbofe- hyperbolical hypochondriac hypocrify hypocrite hypod itie hypothetical » hylteric hyderical 1 Jacobite j Igged jail bird Jamaica iambic jangle janizary 



2$6 An Englifti Spelling Dictionary. 
I M I M IN JanfeniCm jangle January Japan japanner 

Pr 
jargon javelin jaundice icicle ichnograpby ideal identical idiom idiotifm idlenelk idolater idolize jealous jeer Jeffrey Jehovah jejune jennet jeopardy jeidtiil. jeflamin jefter fefusl jefuitical jeweller ignoble, ignominious, ignoramus- ignorance illegal illegitimate illicit illiterate ill-natured illogical illuminate illufion jl luff rate illuftrious 

imagination imbibe imbitter imbrue imitable. imitative- imitator immaculate immaterial immature immediate immemorial immenfe immerfe immethodicat imminent immpderate immodeft immoral immortality immoveable itnmtyiity immutably impale impannel imparlance impartial in paffable impatience impeach impede. impenetrable impenitence imperative in'ptrfeft in; peri 1 imperious impertinence impetuous. impious implacable imp'ead implicit implore impolite.' importation importune 

impofition impoflible impofiure impotence impoverilh impr .fticable imprecate impregnate imprefs imp.reffion imprimis imprint- imprifon imprpbable improper impropriety. impioveable improvement imprudence imprudent impudence impugn impulfe Impunity. imputation inability imcc'fiible in cl: on inactivity. inadvt rtency in deniable inanjorato inanimate 
inauguraie inautpcroiis incamp incantation incapacitate incarcerate incendiary incenfe incentive inceflant- inctltuous inchanter incident 



rN incircle incirement inclemency ihclinnble incloiller inclofure include inclufively incognito incoherent incommode incommunicable .incompaft incomparable incompafs incompetent incomplete incomprehenfible incongruous inconne£lioa inconliderate inconfiftent incontinent incontertable inconvenient incorporate incorrett incorrigible incorrupt incredibility incredulous incrosch incubus inculcite incumbent incumberance incur incurable incurfion indebted indecency indecorum indefatigable indefenlible indelible indemnity ndenture 

An Englift Spelling Dictionary. 
I N independent index India Indian* indicatioa indiflment indifferent indigence indignation indignity indireitly indifereet tndiferetion incRfcriminate indifpei fible indifpofed indifputable indiflinft indite individual indivifibility indocible indolence indorfe indubitable induce induftion indulgent ind arable indurate indullry inexh tuftible inexorable infallible infatuate infidelity inflexible ingenuity ingratitude inheritance injettion injurious icjutUce innocent innovate innumerable inobfervance 

K E inoculation inoffenfive inordinate inquifition inrollment infallible infeription infeparable infoient inlbiration inuability inrtrument intemperate intendment interceflbr 

interrogate interwoven imh raiment intolerable inuenchment intrigue inveterate invincible invulnerable jocund joiner iron irrecoverable ifthmus junfture juiiificatio® Juftinian * juflle jutty juvenile juvenility ivy 
Keenneft keeper / keg kelp keiv kennel’ kerchieft 



2*8 
K N% , Ksrmes keri? kernel kerfey ketch kettle key kibe . kibe heels kickfhaw kid kidnapper kidney-bean kilderkin kill killer kiln kin kind kindle kindnefs kindred kine kingdom kingly kinfman kinfwoman kirtle kifs kitchen kitten kittle knack knaggy knapfack knave knavery knavithly knead kneader kneel knee-Rring knell knew knick-knacks knife ■ knighthood 

An Engllfh Spelling Di&tonaiy. 
L \ knitter knobby knocker knocking knot knottineft knotty knowingly knowledge knubble knuckle L Labyrinth ktchrymation laconic laftation ludylhip lambent lambkin lamenefs 1 imentable Lamina lampoon land-loper landfcape language languid langour lank lanthorn lapidation lapwing larboard larceny larder large lafcivioufly laf'i laflitude latchet Lateran lather latitude latten . laudable laudanum lavender 

LI laver laughing-flock" lavirti laundrefs lawlefs laxnefs lay-brother Lazaretto lazinefs lead leaf league learning leafe leaf!: leather lechery lecherous lefture leech leek leefe lee-way legacy legible legion legiflature- legitimate lemonade lengthen lenity lent leopard < leper leprofy leflbn letter Levant levee - Levitic.il lewdnefs lexicographer lexicon liable libellous liberality libertine 
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librarian licence licentioufly liclors lieutenancy life-guard lift ligature lightening likelihood likenefs limber limbo limner limp line lineament linger linguift liniment link-boy linfey-woolfey liquefaction liquor lilp lilten litany literally literate litigious liturgy livelihoocT livelinefs liver lixivious lixivium lizard loadltone loathfome lobby local locket loculi- locution lodgement lofty lOff 

L U logarithm logger-head logician logwood loia loiterer Lombard London lonefome long-boat longevity longitude long-lhanks long- winded 
loofy 

looking-glafs • loom loop loop-lace lool'enefi. lop loquacious loquacity lordly lorimer lofs lot lothfome lottery loudly loving , Lois-d’or loufinefs low countries lownefs lowlinefs loyal lozenge lubrify lucid Lucifer lucky lucrative lucubration ludicrous luggage 

lukewarmly luminous lumpidmefs lunacy lunar' lunatic lung-wort lut'cious . lulty Luther luxate luxation luxurious lye Lydia lympljta lymphatic 
lyrift M, Macaroni M tccabees mact-bearer macerate Machiavellian. macnination machine m.xkjrel madam madcap madnefs madrigal magazine maggot magic magician magilteriatly magittrate magnanimous magnet m ignificate magnificence m tgnify magpy Mahometan nuitlen 



360 An Engliffi Spelling Dii5lionar}^ 
M A majeftic mail mainmalV m inprife maintain maintenance major maker malady Malaga milepert malecontent malediftion malevolence malice malicious malign malignant maulkin malleable mallows malmfey maltfter mamma mammock mammon manacles management Mancheller mandamus Mandarine mandate mandrake manful manage mangle manhood Miinichees manifeftation mamfelto manifold mankind manly manna mannerly man-(laughter manor 

M A manfion mantle mantua manual manufa&ory manufafture manumiffion manure manufcript maple marble marchionefs margin margrave marigold mariner marjoram maritime market marketable marmalade marquis marriage Mars marflial marfii-mallows marrow martial martingal martyr martyrdom martyrology marvel marvellous mafculine mafquerade mafon maffacre mafly mafter mafter-piece mafticK maftiff material mathematical mathematics mathematician 

ME matins matrioide matriculate matrimonial matrimony matrix matron matrofles matted matter mattock mattrefa maturate mature maudlin maugre maulkin maw-worms maxim Maximilian May-day mayor mayor.ilky mayorefs May-pole mazarine mead meadow meagre meal mealy- mouthed meander meaning meannefs mealies meafurable' meafure mechanic meriranifm medal medallion mediate mediator mediatrix medicament medicine medicinal , 



An Engtifh Spelling Di&ionary. 
M E B»ediocrit|{ meditation Mediterranean medium medley' megrim medullary meeknefs melancholic melancholy melalfes melilpr meliorate mellfluous me! row melodious melody melt member membrane memento memoirs memorable memorandum memorial memory. menace mendicant menial menfes menfurable menfuration. mention mental mercantile mercenary merchandize merchant merciful Mo'cury meridian n 11 idional. merit meritorious mermaid nierriment niurinefs 

mefs me flage meflenger Mefliah meffuage metal metaline metamorphofe metaphor metaphyfics meteor method methodift metropolis mettle metre Michael Michaelmas micography micrometer microfcope middlenioft midlhipman midfummer midwinter midwife mightily migration mildew mildneft militant military. milliner Milton mimic. mimical mimicry mince mindful mineral Minerva mingle miniature minion minirtef niinifl ration minority 

minftrelfey minuet minute miraculous mirror mirth mi fad venture milbeeome mife rriage mifcellany mifchance niifchievous mifconllrue mifereant mifdoubt mifery misfortune mifgovern mi dead mifmanage mifname mifpend mithapen miffionariCs miltaken rndtrulV miftinelk miftife mitigate mittijnus mixf::i mix are im ■ 
moderate itu deration, niodetly modern modify modula.iOn, moiety moitt 
moieilarion inoliiy moment 
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M U monarchy Monday mongrel monkey monopoly monfoon monument monitions moody moor hen mop moppet morality moreover morning Morocco mortality morral mortar mortgage mortify Mofes mofles roofque mother motionlefs motive moveable moulder mountain mountebank mourner mouth much muckworm muddy multiplicity multiply multitude munificent murmur mufcle Jdufcovy mufes mufeum mulhroom mufic 

An EngUflfi Speiling Diifttonary. 
N b. mu licet muttard mutable mutation mutinous mutter mutton mutual muzzle myriad myrth mynie myrterious myftery myflicif mythoi gical mythologitl mythology N N 'pkin Narcifius na.rrate narrative narrow national nativity natural naturalize naughtlttefs navigable naueous NtZirine nebulous nearnefs neceffry neceflitous neckcloth necrontances needful needle nefarious negatiert neg tive negligence negotiate ’• negotiator negroes 

NO neighbour neighing nephew Neptune Nereids ■ nerve neftling Netherlands n t her molt nettliligs nettle neveun ore nevetthelels neutrality new-f iiiglrd newnefs Niei-oe 
nicknatne niece niggard nightingale ntght-r. vea nighf ‘iade nigiuAvt.'ker nimble nimblenels nineteen ninety ninthly nippier nitrons nobility nobleman no£hiuial noggin nolle noifome nonn i clator nomenclature nominal nominate nomination, nominative non :ge non appearance non-compliance 



An 
N U nonconfoimift *onconf(..rmity non-tntitj' non-naturals nonplus non-refiltance nonfenfe nonfenfically nonfolvent nonfuit nook noon noafe northerly northward nofegay nollnl noftrutn notable notary notation noth ng notification notify notion notional notoriety 

notwichltanding novator novel Kovember nought novelty novice noviciate noiniihing nouriliment noxious nubilous nudity nuifance nullify nuniberlefs numerable numeral numerator 

EngJiih SpeHtng^Dhft tonseify.' •. 
OB numerous nuirfcul nuncio nuncupation nuncupative nunnery nuptial nurfery nurture nutmeg nutrition nutritive nymph O Oaker oath oatmeal obdurate obedience obeifance obelllk obey objection objeftor obi tion obligate obligation obligatory oblige obligee oh“ qne obliu rate oblvion •oblong obloquy obnoxious obfcene obfcenity obfcurity 

obfe: vable obfet v mt obfer.v .cion 

obft've ^ obfufcte 

O D ' oblt.-.cle oblrinacy ob iin.ite obilrepe.-otts obft! udions obtain obcruder obtrubi n obviate obvious occafional occult occupation occupy occur occurrence ocean Oftagon oft angular ofti'e oftavo Oftober ocular oculift odious ©dioufly odour odoriferous odorous ©economy «et oinics Oft i off uce off it ive • ofetmg offe ory offi oflic-'r • office te offi-iou fuels off-i u. ng off fei off p ing off eti times ogle' ogling cil" 
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An Englifti Spelling Diflioaary. 
OR 

3«4 OR ointment okham old Olympiad Olympic ombre Omega omen ominous omilfion omnipotence omniprefence omnifcience onerate onion opaque opacous opakeuefs opennefs opera operate operation operator ophthalmic opiate opinion opinion, tive opinionated opi’rn opponent opijori une opportunely opportunity oppofite opposition opprefs oppieffion opprefiive oppreifor oppr-Various ope '.ibrium oppugn op’;c g afs opulence opu i; nt oracle oracular 

oral orange orangery oration orator oratory orb orbicular orbit orchard orcheftra ordain orderly ordinance ordinary ordination ordonnancc ordure organ organ! cal organift organization organized orient oriental orifice origin original Orion ot ifon ornament ornamental Oroonoko orphan orphaniftn Orpheus orthodox orthographer orthographical orthography ofcillation olier Ofiris ofification Ofiend ©item ition ofteiuatious 

0 W oftler oftrich otherwife otter Ottoman ovd ovation 
ouch over-aft over-balance over- bear over-board over-charge over-clouded overcome over-done overflow overgrown over-loadeit over-match overplus over-power over poife over-reach overfeer over-Shadow over-top overture overturn over-value over- veening overwhelm ought ounce our outcaft outlandifh outlaw outlawry outward outrageous outrun outwardly out-works ouze owl 



An EnglUh Spelling Didionary. 

over oyes oyfter ozier P Pace pacification pacific pack packet paction paddie padlock Padua PaganifiU 
pageant pageantry paged pail pain painful painter painting palace palateable palate Palatine palenefs palifade piifrey Pallidium pallet palliate palliatives pallid palmer-worm palmiftry palm-tree palpable palpitation paify paltry pamper pamphlet 

P * pamphleteer pan pancakes Pande&s pander p.ne Pandora panegyric pangs panic pannage paunel panier pant pantaloons panting Pantheon panther pantomime pantry pap pappa pap.cy papift papiltry par parable parabola parabolical parade piradife paradox paragraph parallel paralytic paramount paramour parapet piraphrafe paraphraflical par.ilite parboil parcel parch parchment pardon pardonable 2 

PA parent parentage parental parenthefis parifh pariihioner parley parliament parliamentary parlour parmafan parochial parole paroquette parricide parrot party parfimonious parfimony parfley parfnip ; parfon partake parterre partiality participate participle particle' particular particularity particularly parting partifan partition partnerihip partridge party pafch auinade ible paffige paffenger paflible pillion paffionate p a Hive paflover 



366 An Englifli Spelling Dictionary. 
PE paffport pade-board pafliine paftor padry padry-cook padurage pad ure patch-box pate patent pate her patentee path pathetic pathetical pathos patience patient patriarch patriarchal I patrician patrimonial patrimony patriot patriotifm patrol patron patronage patronise pattern paucity pavement pavilion paufe pawn pawnbroker payable payment peaceable peacock pearl peafnnt pteble peccant pectoral peculiar 

PE pecuniary pedagogue pedantic - pedigree pedo-baptifai peel peep peer peevifh peeyifhnefs Pegafus Pelagians pelican pellmell pellucid penal penalty penance pence , pencil pendant pendulum penetr.ible penetrate penetration peninfula penitence penitent penknife penny penny-royal penfion penfiomry penfive penfivenefa pentagon pentateuch Pentecolt penurious pepper peradventure perambulation perceive perception perdition peregrination peremptory 

P E peremptorily perennial perfeft perfe£tion perfidious perfidioufuefs perfidy perforate perforce perform perfume perhaps pericranium perilous period' periodical peripatetic periphery perifti perifhable perjure perjury periwig periwinkle permanent permiffion permit permutation pernicious perpetration perpendicular perpetrate perpetual perpetuity pe rplex perejuifites 
perfecute perfeverance perfevere perfid perfonable perlbnage perfonality perfoliate perfpeftiv* perfpiCHity 



p I perTpicuous perfpirjtion perfuafive perruafion pertain pertinacious pertinence pertinent perturbation Peru perverfe pervert perufai Peruvian peltilence petitioner petrifaftion pettifogger petulency pewter phantaftical Pharifee philantbropy philologer philofopher phlebotomy phlegmatic Phofphorus phrafe Phrygian phyiic phyfician phyfjognomy pi <zza pickle Pifts picture pierce piety pigeon pigmy pilchard pilgrimage pilot pinnacle pirate pUtol 

An Englifli Spelling Di'flionary. 267 
P O piftole pitcher pitiful plagiary plaint plainer plantation piaufible plant pleafant pleafure pliant plough plumb plunder plunge pneumatical poichi pocket poetry poignant poilon political politician polifher poll ce polling pollute polygram polygnphy pome-citron pommel pompous pond ponderous pontificate pope popinjay populace p-pulous porcupine pork porr'mger portend porter pofitive pofleflion Z a 

P R poffible poftage poitenor pofthu molts poltfcript poltpone polture potentate poultry povder pi adti cable pragmatical * < praife prawn prayer preacher precarious precaution precidence precipitant predetli'iate predile£tion pre eminence preference j pregnancy pri judice prelate preliminary pie mature prenominatioll pre-occupy preparation prepofterous prelbyterian prcfcence prelklent pretender prevaricate primitive principal princip e priority privacy prodigality prodigious profeffor profligate 



S6S 
P F progreflion promifcuoas property propofol propriety providence prudence public publifaer puerility puffing pugil puilfont pulchritude pullet pulmonary pulpit puliation p/.lverize 

pummel pumpkin punch Punchinello punchion punctilio pun£tuatioi* pun£lure pungency purgently pucilb puniffiment pnppet puppy purblind purchsfe purity purgation purgatory purification puritanifnt purling purloin purple purport purpofe purring 

An Englifli Spelling Di(5^ionary. 
Q.U Q pur Per purflun purfuance purfuit purfuivant purvey purveyance purulent pulhing pufilfonimity pufs puftulous putative put-ofT putrefa£Uonc putrefy putrid putty puzzle pye pygmy pyramid Pythagoras Pythagorean <i Quadragefima quadrangle quadrangular quadrant quadrat quadrate quadrature quadripartite quadriparition qnadriflylhble quadruped quadruple qnadruplication quaff: r quagmire quail quaint quaintly quake qtiaker qtukerifm qualung 

Q.U qualification qualify quality qualm qu mdary quantity quarantine quarrel quarreller quarrelfome quarry quart quartan quarter quarter-day quarter idge quarterly qir.rter-mailer quarter round quarter-fefEoft quartern qu irter-ftaff quarto quath quitrnion qu ver quean queen queer quell quench qnenchaWe quencher querent querill querulous querry quell quellion quelliomble- quellionlefs qtiellor quibble quick quickep quickly quicknefi; 



An Eng-lifn Spelling Diciionaj-y. 
R A quickfand quidcftt quiddilver quick-lighted quick- wilted quefceoce q: tefcenl qu;et quietifm quietift quietly quietuefs quill quilt quince quinfy quintal- quintellenee quire quirifter quit quirk quit calm: quite qui rerent quiver quoits quorum quota quoted quotient R Rabbi Rabbin rabbit rabble race racket racoon radiancy radiant radical radicate radifh radius raffle rafters 

rage rag-bolts ragamuffian ragged rag man ragoo rail raillery raiment rainbow rein-deer raife railing raifins rake rake-lrell rakuh ramble ramify rammef rampant rampart rancid rancour random ranger ■ rank rankle ranfack ranfom ranfomer rapacious rapid rapidity rapine rapture rarely rarity rafcal rafeally ralhuefs rafor ratafia rather ratification ratify rational 
Z3 

R E ratlbane rattle rattle fnalte ravelin raven raving-maid ravi fher ravilhment raze reach re-a£tion readinefs, re-admiffloB- 

readmit real reality realize realm re-animate re-alcend reaper rear-guard reafon re-aflemWe re-affigti re-afliime, re-baptize rebate rebatement rebel rebellious rebound rebuff rebuild rebuke reeal recant recantation recapitulate recede receive receiver recent receptacle' recefs recipe reciprocal 

269 



R E reciprocate reci cal' recitative recite reckoning reclaim recline reclufe- recognition s recognize recoil recollea recoileftion recommend recommendation recompenfe recompenfate recom pofe reconciliation reconcileable recom,oltre record - recorder recover recoverable recount recourfe recreate recruit reftangular re£t<fy rectitude reftor rectory recumbent: recurrent recuflion reddilh redeem Redeemer redeliverance • redemption redouble redound red refs Red-tea. seduce 

An Englifti Spelling Diftionary. 
R E redi;£tion redundant re edify re-ent lance re-e!tabli(h re-examination reference refinement' reflection reformation > refractory refrefh refug. refulal refufe regain regale regality regard regeneration regiment region regifter regret regular rehearfe reje£t reign reimbark. rejoin rejoice reiteration relapfe relation releafe relent reliance relief religion relinquifh reluctant remain remarkable remedy remember remiflion rsniit 

remnant remontlrate remorfe remote re moveable rencounter- rendezvous, renegado renew renovations renounce. renown rent repair repartee: repeal repentance. repetition reply reprieve reprimand- reprint reproach; reprobate reproof republic repugnant repulfe repute requeft require refemble refent referve refklence refidue relign refolve refolute refource;' refpect reftore reftraint refult refurreftioB; retinue retirement- 



An Englifli Speffing Diaionary, »7* 
S A. revenge revenue review revive revolution rhapfody rheumatifm rich riddle ride ridiculous fc rigging righteous rigour rind rinfe river robe robuft rogue romantic Koine room rottennefs roughnefs royal rude ruminate runagate rupture rufh rufticity. 

Sabellians Sabines fable fabre facerdotal fackcloth facrament facred facrifice facrilege fed den raddle ^adduces 

S A fafe conduit fafe-guard faffion fagacious fage bagittary fainfold falamander falary fale falefman falique falivate fally port falam .gundy falmon falter faltpetre falvage falubrious falvtr favo falutary Samaria Samaritan- Samech famphine fampler fanaification fanaion fanauiry fandbag fand-blind fand-eels fandy fangnine fanhedrim fanity fsplefs fapphire faraband Saracen farcafm farcailically farfenet faflifras Satsa 

S G fatchel fatellite fati ite fatiated fatiety fat ire fatirically fati rid fat is I .aioa fatisfy fattin Saturday Saturn Saturn favage faucebox faucer faucinefs fauf.ge fave-all. faving faviour feunter fevoury Savoy Savoyard Saxon Saxony fcao fcabb vrd fcabbed fcabbine fcafFold fcalado fcalding-h<Jt fcalp fcamper fcandal fcandalous fcantinefs fear fearce fcaramouth fcarcity fcare-crow fcatify fcarler 



37J An'Englifh Spelling DiffionaTy. 
SC leaner fc avenger feene fceptic feeptre fcheme fchifra fchifinatic fcholar fcholailic feholiaft fchool ichool-divine fchool-man fcholaftical fchirrhus fcience fcymetar feiffers fcoffers 

fcollop-fhell fconce fcooper fcorbutic fcore fcorch fcornful fcorpion fcoundrel fcourge feent feraggy fcramble ferap feraper fcratch fereech fereen feribe fcripturil feripturilt feriviner fcrophulous fenuiny fcrucoire feud-away 

SE fenffle fculk fcull fcullion fculpture feum fcupper-hole fcurrilous fcurvy (cutchen Scythian fey the fea-chart Tea-faring fea-green leal feamfter fea-port fearch fear- cloth feafonable Sebaftian fecant feceffion fecrefy feclufion fecondary- fecret fecretary fea feaaria*- (baion fecular fecure fed an fedate fediment feditious feducer fedudioa feed feek feem fethe feize feizure ' feldom 

felea 
felf-evident felvage femblance femicircie femicolon feminal feminary femi-erowrt fenate fend feniority fe’en-night fenfation fenfe fenlibility fenficive fenfory feufuality fent fentence fentimdnt feparaciosr fepulchre feraphi* ferenity fergeant fervice fettleraent feverity ftiabby fliackles fhadow • (hallow (balloon (hambles (hame-faceJ • fliarper (harpfighted - (harp-wit ted (hatter (haver (hear-man (heep-cote foeepilh 



SI fhelf (belter fliepherd fkepherdefs (heriff (berry (hew-bread (hield fliifter fliillisg 'Shiloh ftiin-bene^r lliingle fliipwafh ftipwreck ftiiaen fliiitle-cock fliopkeeper ihoplifting fliort-lighted llioulder iioulder-knot Ihrewdly fliriek (lirivelled flirubby (hudder fliynefs Sicilian Sicily ficknefs (irie-board fightlefs fignal fignet fignification fignify fiience filent fillinefs filver-fmitlr fimor.ical fi mper fitnpiicity fimpleton fimulatioa. fincere 

An EngliBi Spelling Diftionary. 
finew finglenefs (ingularity fixreenthly (keleton (kilfulnefs (kirmilher (kittiftinefs llty-colour flap flacken flanderous flaughter flaviflinels fleevelefs flightlefs flippery floe-worm flothful fluggard flumber fmoothnefi fnap-dragon fhe tking . fobriety Soeinian folemnization (blitude folicitude fongfler fophiltical forcery fordid forrowful fp.ncious fpmgle Spaniard fpnrkle fpeaker fpecific fpctlator fpeculation fpeech Sphinx Ipinage fpinal fpindle 

SP ff^net fpinner fpinfter fpire fpirit fpi ritual fpirituality fpit fpiteful fpittle fplalh fpatch fpay-footed fpleen fplendid fplendor fplenetic 
fpoil fpoke fpokerman fpoliation fpondee fponfal (ponfor (pnntaneouj fpoon fporcful 
fpotlefs fpoufe fpout fprain fprat fpriwl fpray 

Ipr, mg fpring-tide fprinkle fpm-fail fprout fpruce fpue 

af3 



An Englifli Spelling Dictionary, 
fpume fpun ipunge Jpunk fpur ipunous fpurt fpurn Sputter fpy fqualr fquabble fquadron fqucnder fquare fquafli fquat fquawl fqueak fqueal fqueamith fqueeze fquib fquill fqunt-ey’d fqmre fqiiirt ft*b liable Hack ft'ge Hugger ft gnunt ft agnate ft.gy rite ft^id ftain ftairsi ftake ftale ftalk ftall ft.nvner ft a . up ftauuch ft d ftaBdiih 

ST ftandard ftank ftanza ftaple ftar-board ftarch ftare ftarry flart ftart-up ftarve ftately ftatefman ftationer ftatue ftatute ftature ftave ftay- maker fteadinefs fteak fteal fleam ftedfaft ftecd ft eel fteep fteeple fleer fleerfman ftem flench f ep ftepfather ftepmother fteril fterling ftern flew fteward ftickle ftiffnefs flick ftifle ftigmatize ft ile ftill-bom 

ftimulate fling ftink flint ftipend ftipulate flip ftirrup flitch ftiver flo^re ftocWngs ftoic ftole ftomach ftomacher ftone flood ftook ftool ftoop flop ftorehoufe flork ftorm ftory ftove ftoutneft ft o wage ftraddle ftraggle ftraight ft rain ftraitnefj ftrake ftrand1 

ft range ftranger ftrangle ftrap ftrawberry ftray ftreak ftream ftreet flrength ftrenuous 



su ftrefs ftretch ftrew itricken Itricknefs ftride ftrife ftrike firing ft ripe ftrive flroke 'f troll ftrong (truck ft niggle ftrumpet ftrung flubbed ftubble ftubbora flock ftud fludent ftudy fluff flunible flupendous flupid •fluprfy flupidity flupration fliutering flypnc funfion fub'ction fubaltern fub< confequence . fuBdivifion Ail'd i:e •fubjtftion fubjunflive lub lieutenant Jublimation fubmerlion Cubmiffive Cubordinate 

An EngHfh Spelling DiiJlionary. 
SU fubfcriprion fubfequent fubfervient fubfide fubftantial fubterraneous fubtiky fubtraflion fucceed fuccedaneous fuccefsful fuccinfl fuccour fucculent fuccumbent fudorific fufficient fuffumigation fugged ion fuitable fulphureous fummary fumptuous Sunderland fuper.idventure fuper-annua te fuper-annuation fuper-eminence fuper. excellent fuperior fuperlative fuper-intendant fuperficial fupeifluous fupermimerary ftiperftitious fupervention fupplenient fupportable fuppreflbr fupreme fuie fur ft'it furgeon fin pfcffing furxund fufpta 

T A fufpicious fudenance fwagger fwarm fwear fweep-ftake fweet- heart fwelling fwept fwm fwimmer fwme-herd fwinifh fwitch Switsserland fword fwordfman fycophant fyllable fyllabub fyllnbically fyllogifm fyllogiltical fy nibol fymbolical fynnnetry fympathetic fympathize fyrnpithy fy in phony fymptom fynagogue fynod fynodical fynoniinous fynopfis fyntax fynthefis fynthctical fyringe fyrup fyftem T Tabernacle table tablature tabular 

*1* 



876 
TE tackle tackling tailor tale-bearer tally talifman talkative tallow tally-man Talmud Talnuidical tamarind tame tamely temper tankard tantalize tap tapeflry tapefter tarantula target tarnifti tart tartan Tartar Tartary taflels taftelefs tafter tatters taterdemallion tattoo taunting tauntingly tautology taudry tawny tax taxation teachable teacher team technical' technology tedious ; tedioufnefs 

telefcope temper temperate temped tempeduou* templar temple temporal , temporise temptation tenable tenacious tenandry tenant tenantable tendency tender tender-hearted tenderly tendernefs tenement T eneriff Teraphim termagant termination terraqueous terredrial terrible terrification te.rify territory terror teftaceoiis tedament ted amentary teltify teftimouial teltifietli tether texture Thames thankful thankfulnefs theatre theatrical theme theocracy 

t r theocratical theologian the etfter thereby thereupon thermometer thermoferope thicken thicket thicknels thief thievilh thimble thinker thinking thirdy third inefs thidle thornback though thorough thought though tfu Inefs thoufand thraldom threadbare threefold ihrefhcr threlhold thrive throng throttle throwder Thummina Thnrfday thwart ticket ticking tickling tidings tight tighmefs tillage tilt-boat tilt-yard timbrel t'ynorovjs 

An Engltfli Spelling Didlionary. 
T H 



T O timoroufhers tinker tincture tinder tinge 
tinfel tippet tipple tirefome tirewoman titillation title titmoufe titular tobacco tobacconift together toil To me "toilfomenefs Toledo tolerable toleration tolerating tolbooth tongue tongue-tied tooth too;h-ach toothfome topaz toper Tophet topography topfy-turvy tormentor tormenting torrent torrid tortoife tortuie Torry 

An Englifh Spelling Diclionary. 

totti ■mg touchlVone tough toughly tournaments 

T R towards tower towniiiip toyman 
tractable traftate trade tradefman trade-wind tradition traduce traffic tragedy tragedian tragi-comedy trsgi-comical tragical train train-bands train-oil traitor traiterous trample tranquil tranquility tranfaftion tranfeend tranfcendency tranfcribe tranfcript tran.fer transferable transfiguration tratnfigu re trar, sf ufe tranfgref? tranfgreffion tranfgreflbr tranfient tranfiently tranfition - trarfit tranfiiory tranfl.ne tranflited tranfl-uion A 4 

*17 T R tranfmigration' tranfmit tranfmutable tranfparent tranfpi ration tranfpire tranfplant traiifport tranfporter tranfpofe tranfpofer tranfpofition tranfubllantiation tranfverfe trappings trafh traveller traverfe treacherous treachery treacle trealbnable treafure tre-tife , treatment, tremble tremendous trepan trepidation tnTpafs trefles tribulation 
tritk trident triennial trifling trigonometry trimmi gs Trinitarian Trinity trinkets Tripoly trivial triumph trophy tropic# 



878 An Englifh Spelling Di ft ion ary. 
V A troublefome truant truce trumpet • truftiners Tubal tucker tulip tumble tumour tumult turban turnpike turpentine turret turtle Tweed twilight twins tutor typographical typography tyrannical tyrannically tyrannize tyrant tyranny tyrannicalnefs tyro VandU vacancy vacation vacuity vacuum vade mecum vagabond v gnry Vigrant vague vain-glorious vain-gloriaufnefs valedi£tory valet valerian valetudinary valiant valid 

V E validity valley valorous valour valuable valuation value Vandal vane van-guard vanilh vanquifh vaporate vapour vapouring variable variance variation variegated variety varlet varnilh vary vaffel valtnels Vatican Vaudois vault vaulter ubiquity udder veal veer vegetables vegetative veltemence vehicle vein velum velocity velvet venal vendible venerable veneration venereal yenery 

VE V enetian vengeance venial Ve nice venifpn venom venomous ventilator ventricle venturdbrne venturous Venus veracity verb verbal verbatum verberate verberation verbofe verbofity verdant yerdegreafe verdift verditpr verdure verger verify verity verjuice vermicular vermiculatioB vei millipn vermin vernacular vernal .verb? verficle vei fificatioa verfify verfion vertex vertical vertiginous vertigo vervain very .yeiicle 



VI veficatory vefpers veflel velt Veda veltal vedigate vedige veftinent redry redry-^an vedure vetches veteran vexation vexatious ugly uglinefs vial viands vaticum vibrate vibration 

V I vigorous 

Vicarage vicarious vicarfhip vice-admiral vice-chancellor vicegerent viceroy vicinage vicinity vicious vicilfitude victim viftor victorious victory victualler victuals Vienna 

vigil vigilant vigilance 

An Englifh Spelling Diaionary. 279 — UN vifcuous vilibility vidblenefs vifible vifier vifionr vifionary vidt vifititioS vidtor vifor vifual vital vitiate vitioufnefs vit rify vitriol vitreous vituline vivacious vivacity vivid vivificstion vivify viviparous 

vilify village villager villain villainous villany vincible vindication vindictive vine vine-yard vinegar vintage Vintner viol violable violation violence violate violent violin viper virago 
Virginia virginity virkl virile virility virtual virtue virtuofo virtuous virtuoufly virulency virulent virulently virulentnefs viuge vifard vifeera vifeount vifeountefs A as 

.ixen vizard ulcerate ulceration ulcerous ullage ulterior ultimate umber umbrage umbrella umpire unacceptable uncountable unaccustomed unacquainted una£tive unaftiy'uy unatlvifed anadvifeable unaffefted' unaided 



a8o 
U N unalterable unanimit3f unanimous unanfwerable unappeafed •inapt unarmed un -rrayed unaffiiled unattainable unavailable unavoided unavoidable unawaked unawares unbecoming unbegotten. unbelief unbeliever unbend unbidden unblameable unbloody unboiled unbound unbridled unbutton uncapab'e.- uncertain unchangeable uncharitable unchsfie unchriftened unchurched uncircurnTpefl uncivil unclafp unclean- unclothe uncomfortable uncomely uncommon. unconcerned uncondemned unconquerable uncot quced unconfcionable 

An EngHfh Spelling Ditflionary. 
U N unconftant itrconflfained uncontrollab'e uncover uncourteous uncouth uncrowned unaftion uncultivated uncuftomed undaunted undecided undefiled underling undermine understand undertake undervalue undervaluejnent underwritten undeferved undifciplined undiflinguiftiable undifcovered undivided undoubted undrefs undulation unduly undutiful - uneafy unequal uneloquent unemployed unerring uneven unexecuted unexpected unexpert unexpreffible unfairly unfaithful unfafiuoned- unfaften unfe igned unb need unfinilhed 

U N unfitted unfold unformed unforfeen unfortunate unfriendly unfruitful ungiinful ungarniihed ungenteel ungird ungodlinefs ungovernable ungracious ungrateful unguent unhabitable ur hallowed unhand fomely unhandy unhappi’y unhappy unharbour- unharnefled unhealthful unheard unholy unhook unhorfe unhulbanded unicorn uniformity . union unifon unitari.T.i unity univerfe univerfity . unjuft . unkind unknown upl aded unlamented: unlawful unlearn unlearned unleavened' 



An Engfifh Spelling Dictionary. U N UN Onlicenfed unlike unlimited unload unloole unlocked unloofe unlovely unlucky unluckily unmanly unmannerly unmarried unmalked unmatch unmeafurable unmerciful unmindful unmoveable un mould unnatural unneceffary unneedful unoccupied unoppofed unorderly unpaid unparalleled unpardonable Unpe ice ably unpeople unpt-rceivable unpleafing unpolifhed unpremeditated unprejudifed unprecedented unprepared unprevented unprofitable unprofperou* unprovided ur.pruned unpurged unquenched unquiet unravel 

unready unreafoiiable unrebuktble unreclaimed unreformed unregardful unrelenting unremitted unremoved unrepaired unrefolved imrefpecfful unrevenged unrewarded unrighteous unruly unfuddle unfife unfaid unfan£tified unfatisfaftory unfavoury unfcriptural unfealed unfearchable unfeemly unfervdceable unfettled unlhaded unthaken un (haven unOiod unfltilful unlbciable unfolder unfolid unfound unfpeakable unfpent unfpotted unftable unftained unfteady unltirred unftop uaitring- unfuccefsful 

881 
V o unfuitable unfure untaken untamed un tanned unteacheable untenable unthankful unthinking unthoughtful unthirft until untilled untimely untoward untowardly untraftable untried untrimmed untrodden untrue untruth uncrultinefif untunable unveil unufual unutterable unwary unwallien unwatered £ unwearied • " unwcdded unwelcome unwholefome unwieldy unwil ing unwind unwife unworn' unworthy unwound unwritten unyoke vocabulary vocal vocation- vogue 



U T voice void volatile volition volley volubility volume voluntary volunteer voluptuous vomit voracious vortex votary votive voucher vouchfafe vow vowel voyage upbraid uphold npholllerer upright uproar upfhot upfide tipftart upward urbanity urge urgent urinal urine urn ufage ufance ufe iifefulnefs ulher wfual ufurp ururpation ufurer ufury utenlils Utility 

An EngHfli Spelling D’nftionury. 
W A WE utmoft warmnefs Utopian warmth mtt ranee warp vulgar warrant vulnerable Warrener vulnerary warrior vulture wart uvula uxorious Uzziah Uzziel W Waddle wafer waft wager waggoner wain wainfeoat wailler waiter wait wakeful walk wall wallet Walloons wallop wallow wallowifh walnut wamble wander wanton wantonnefs war warble warden wardenlbip wardmote wardrobe ware warefare warinefs wary warlike /fjfe \yara ' 

wafli-b.dE waftiing wafp waTpifti wafpilhnefit' waft wafte waftefully waftefulnefs watch watcher watchful watchfulnefs water water-meafure water-poife water-gage watergang waterifh wateriflinefs watery wave waver wavering wax waxen way wayfaring way-lay Way- mark wayward' weak weaken weakly weaknefs we;d wealth wealthy wean •weaning 



An Englifli Spelling Di&ionary. 283 
W E weapon wear wearied wearily wearinefs wearifome weary weafand weafel weather weather- board weather-cock weather-gage weather-glafs weather- wife weave weaver weaving web webfter wed wedding wedge wedlock Wednefday weed weeder week weekly ween weep weeper weeping weevil weft weigh weight weightily weighty •Welch welcome weld welding-heat welfare welkin well well^a-day 

W H well-born well-bred well-hole well-fet welt welter 
wench wencher wenching went wept were were-wolf werch wefand Wefel Weft weftcrly weftern weftward 
wetter wetnefs wet-lhod wetted wey wezand whale whale-filhery wharf wharfage , wharfinger what wheal wheat wheaten wheedle wheedler weet-l wheel barrow wheeler wheel wrtght wheeze whelk whelm •whelp 

W H whelpifh when whence wherfoever where whereas whereby wherefore wherein whereof wherefoever whereto whereupon wherewith wherry whet whether whetftone whey ■which whiff whlffler whig whiggiih whiggifna while whiles whilom whilft whim w himficaJ whimikally whimlicalnefis whimfy whine whins whip whiplier whipper whjppit^ whipuw whipliaif whirl whirligigs whirlpool wiiirlwintl whilk 



An EnglHTi Spelling Ditfionary. 
W I 

a?4 w i wh:lker whilking whilky whifper whilt whiftle whiftler whit white whitenefs whiting wh'te-heart white-livered white meats whiten whitenefs whither whifherfoever whitifli whitlow whither ■Whitfunday Whitfumide whi-le whizz whizzing who whqje wliolly wholefale whole fome whplefomenefi whotnfoever who whoop whore whoredom whoremonger whorilh whorifhly whorifhnefs whorlb'at whofe whofoeVer why . wick wicked 

wickedly wickednefs wicker wicket widdle-waddle wide widely widen widenefs wider wideft widow widower widowhood width wield wieldineft wieldy wife wig wigmaker wight wild wilonefs wilding wildy wild-creature wildernefs wildfire wilds wile wilful wilfully wilfulnefs wiiily wilinefs wily wilk will willing willingly willingnefs willow wily wimole wimple Win 

wr wince winch wind wind-bound windfal winding windlaft windlefs window windward wine wine-bibber wine-grapes wine-prefs wing wirged wink winkers winking winnow winter winter-green wipe wiping wire wire-draw wifeacre wifdom wife wifely wilh wii.fully wifp wilt Wit witch witchcraft witch-elm trite with tvithal withdraw wiihdrawn withdrew withe wither wither ihins 



w o with-hold with-holdea within without withfay witbfiand withy witlefs witnefs witfui witticifm witty wizzard woad woe W’oeful W'oefully wolf 

woman! (b womanly womb won wonder wonderful wonderfully wonderment wont woo wooer wood woodcutter W oodbridge wooden wood monger woodpecker woodroof woof wool woollen word wore work-*"* worker workman workman (hip 

An Englifli Spelling Dictionary. 
W R world worldly worldiinefs worldly-minded worm worm-eaten worm-feed worn worry worfe worftiip worfhipful worfhipper word worded wort worth worthies worthily worthinefs worthlefs worthleflhefs worthy 

would wound wrangle wrangler wrangling wrap wrapper wrapping wrapt wrath wrathful wrathfully wra'hfulnefs wreak wreath wreck wrecked wren wrench wred wrellling wreltle 

YE wredier wretch wretched wretchedly wre;chedne& wriggle wright wring wrinkle wrid wridband writ write' writer writhe writhed writing written wrong wrongful wrongfulnefs wrongfully wrote wroth wrought wrung wry wry-necked X Xerilf Xerxes Xiphias Xyder Y Yacht yard yard-arm yare yarn yarrow yate 
yawl yawn yawning yaws ye 



An EngliSi Spelling Di<5h‘onary. 
YE Y o 2 0 

256 
yea yean year yearling yearly yearn yearning yealt yell yellow yellowifh yellownefs yelp yeoman yeomanry yerk yes yellerday yefternight yet yew yew-berries yew-bulh 

yield yielding yieldingnefs yoke yoke-fellow yoke-mate yolk yon yonder youker yore York you young younger yomigeft youngling youngiter your youth youthful youthfully youtkfulnefs 

yucca yule yule-game yule time Z Zany zeal zealot ze.dous zejloufly zealoufflefa Zealand Zebra Zechariah zechin zenith zephyr zingiber zodiac zone zoology zoophite. zootomy 



( *1 ) 
Explanation of common abbreviations words. contraliion of 

Note, A point, or full flop, is always to be written alter a word thus abbreviated. 
Anf. Anfwer A. D. Anno Domini, or the year of our Lord Acct. for account Abt. about Agt. again/} B. A. Bachelor of arts Bp Bijhop B. D. Bachelor in divi- 

xitji^ Bart. Baronet Chap. Chapter 0.4). Doll or in divinity Dr. DoBor Efq; F.fquire •i. e. id eft, that is Empr. Emperor Hon. Honourable -Kt. Knight L. L. D. DoBor of law M. D. DoBor of phyftc Mr. Mailer 

Mrs. Miftrefs 
Mty. Majcfty Obj. ObjeBicn Quell. Queftion Rev. Reverend S T. P. Prof for «j, w DoBor in divinity Sr. Sir St. Saint Sol. Solution ye. the yt. that yo. you yn. then yr. your ym. them &. and Viz. videlicet, to wit, or that is to fay &c. et cart, ra, and the reft (or what follows). 

But one ought to avoid thofe contractions of words .as much as polfible, unlefs it be for one’s own private ule, and where it would be ridiculous to write them in letters at length; as, ire. for and Jo forth, ©r the reft, Mr. mafter, Mrs. lifer miftrefs, &c. It argues likewife a difrefpe<ft and flighting to ule contra&ions to your betters, and is often puzzling to others, except in luch cafes as above roen^^d. 
A table of HvuhrtKS and Figures. 

NUmbers are utually exprefled either by the feveft Roman capital letters, 1. V. X. L. C. D. M. which are called Numeral', or bythefe ten characters, viz. 
*> 2, 3, 4, J, 6. 7, 8, 9, which are called Figures, and o, feihich is a Cipher. 

Their 



283 A Table o/'Numbers Figures. 
Their Signification.' I One. V Five XTen L Fifty. C a Hundred, D Five Hundred. M a Thoufand. i One. 2 Two. 3 Three. 4 Four. J Five. 6 Six. 7 Seven. 8 Eight. 9 Nine, o Nothing. Obferve concerning the Nutneral Letters, that if a lels Numeral Letter be placed before a greater, it takes away from the greater fo much as^he lefTer ftands for; but being placed after a greater, it adds fo much to it as the lefler (lands for ; as the letter V ftands for Five\ but having I placed before it, it takes One from it, and makes both ftand but for Four-, thus IV. But I being fet after V adds One to it, and makes it thus, Six VI. 

Take notice of thefe examples. IV Four V Five VI 5k jp - IX Nine X Ten XI Eleven jgT 4 ~ XL Forty L Fifty LX Sixty ' XC Ninety C Hundred CX Hundred and 
Obferve concerning the Char afters or Figures, that Ciphers at the right hand of Figures increale their value ten times, as 1 One, to Ten, 100 Hundred, 7000 Seven Thonfand ; but at the left hand they fignify nothing at all, as or, 001 make but One, 002, but Two.—A figure at every remove from the right hand increales its value ten times, as 9 Nine, 98 Ninety- eight, 987 Nine hundred and ug1 ty-feven. N<‘te here, That the numbers are fume times exprefled b\ finall Roman letters, as i. one, li. two, xvi. fixteen, Ixxviii. feventy-eight. . Note alfo, Where books, chapters, feclions, and ver- fes are cited, the numericaHetters are,generally ufed to fignify the book or chapter; an^be Figures to fig- nify the fe.dlions, verfes, or fmaller parts; as, Exod. xii. 17 Exodus, the twtlfth chapter, and the/even- ~ . fignifies Book the tycnh verfe. So B. IX. Seft.2^fi[ fiintfii 'and the twenty-fourth SeZj^m. 

Figures are alfo ufed to expels the thingsfollowing.viz. , I. The order, or fucceffion of things, as, ift, 2d, ^d, 
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