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ADVERTISEMEN T. 

TH E reafons which prevailed with the Author of 
thefe Pages to make them public, are known 

already, to moft of thole to whom it can be of any 
importance to know them. As for others, if he 
fliall find it to be the opinion of ferious Chriftians^after 
perufing them, that they ought not to have been pu* 
bliflied,—no apology that he can make, will be a Tuf* 
ficient reparation for what is paft; but he will not 
haftily offend, in the fame manner, a fecond time. 

The firft Head, with fo much of the application, 
as was immediately connected with the work of the 
day, was delivered at Kelfo, immediately before the 
renovation of our folemn Covenants—The reft was 
but glanced at, on that occalion, and delivered more 
at large in another place afterwards. So much of the j 
enlargements as was neceffary to preferve the con- 
nection, and give a diftinCl view of the fubjeCt, be- 
hoved to be publilhed. To publilh any more, was 
purpofely avoided. 

The Author has not the vanity to think, that he 
can offer any thing new, on a fubjeCt that has already 
been inveftigated by fo many abler hands. But, he . 
prefumes, the'light in which the important duty of 
covenanting with God is here reprefented, will nei- 

ther 
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tier be found detrimental to the duty itfelf, nor difa- 
greeable to its true,friends : Though, he is afraid, 
it is but too little attended to, both by Covenanters, 
and others. 

If the following Difconrfe may be ufeful, to rectify 
any miftaken notions, that fome profeffed friends of 
that duty may have fallen into,—to clear up the doubts 
of any who were in darknefs about it,—or to re- 
concile any, who, from miftaken views of the genuine 
nature of it, were, or appeared to be its enemies ; if 
it jhall prove a mean of bringing any within the bond 
of God’s Covenant of Grace, or of confirming and 
edifying any of thofe who are already within it,— 
The trouble and expence of publication will be abun- 
dantly compenfated, to 

JOHN YOUNG. 

THE 
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’Evangelical Covenanting with God, 
C O N S I D E R E D. 

Psalm 1. 5. 
Gather my faints together unto me : thofe that have 

made a Covenant 'with me by facrifice. 

TH E work, about which we are met in this 
place to-day, is very awful and folemn. It 
is no lefs than the making of a Covenant 

with Almighty God. It is, therefore, a work that 
ought to be fet about with the utmoft caution 
and circumfpe&ion. The fmalleft miitake in our 
manner of condufting it, may be of the moft fatal 
confequence. Let us, therefore, look to God him- 
felf for his diredtion how it fhould be managed. 
And, when he gives us his counfel relative there- 
to, let us beware of rejefting it. He really gives 
us his counfel in the words now read. And I 
come, by his authority, to tell you, whether you 
intend to be covenanters or not; that you cannot 
fpend the day acceptably, unlefs it be an effential 
branch of your exercife to make a Covenant -with 
God by facrifice. 

A In 
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In this Pfalm, we have a very folemn and ftrik- 

ing reprefentation of God’s manner of pleading his 
eontroverfy with, his profefling people. We do 
not apprehend, as feme have done, that the. Spirit 
of God, in this part of Scripture, has any imme- 
diate eye to th£ laft and general judgnient: tho* 
there are various circuinllances in which the pro- 
cedure here exhibited, and the procedure of the 
fame Judge, in that great day, will be found to 
agree. But tp reprove his people for their fins, 
and bring them to due humiliation on account of 
them ; God reprefents himfelf as eredting a tribu- 
nal among them, calling them before him, fum- 
moning heaven and earth to be witnefies of the 
juitice and impartiality of his procedure ; and paf- 
ling lentence upon all the different forts of per- 
fbns among them, according to their works. 

After a very fublime and poetical account of the 
majedic appearance of the Judge, the fencing of 

- the Court, the calling of the witneffes, and the 
fifting of the parties, which we have in the pre- 
ceding verfes ; the great Judge is reprefented as 
finding among his profeffed worthippers, three 
forts of perfons, with whom he deals refpedlively 
in the following part of the Pfalm. Fir//, There are fome whofe profeflion is ger nuine, their natures fandlified, and their pradtice 
conformable both to their godly profeffion and ' 
to their fandtified nature. Of thefe he fpeaks^ 
ver. 5, 6. 

Secondly, There are many who are mb better 
than hypocrites, refting on outward forms ; 
and particularly in legal and ceremonial obfervan- 
ces. Thefe he reproves at large, and exhorts from 
ver. 7, to ver. 15. Thirdly-^ 
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Thirdly, There are fome who, though they wait 

upon the ordinances of God, ?nd have a place 
among his worlhippers, are yet habitually wicked 
in their lives, and indulge themfelves in the grof- 
feft immoralities. To them he fpeaks terrible 
things from ver. 16, to ver. ct2. inclujive. Then 
the Pfalm is concluded with a general direftion 
how we may anfvver rite end of our creation, 
at the fame time that we attain true happinefs, 
ver. 23. 

The great Judge begins with the few who are 
fincere, and are faints indeed. He feparates them 
from the reft, brings them near to himfelf; gives 
them an abfolution fo public, that even the inha- 
bitants of heaven are witnefles of it; are in a con- 
dition to proclaim the juftice of the Judge in their 
acquittal, and to celebrate that fpotlefs righteouf- 
riefs on account of which they were declared 
righteous ; and then he makes them his afiHFors, 
while he calls and judges the reft: precffelyin the 
fame manner as we expeft he will do in the day 
of the general judgment. 

This verfe may be viewed as containing an or- 
der delivered by the Judge from his tribunal, and 
addreffed to the officers of the Court, relative to 
the few who worlhipped God in fincerity ; to ga- 
ther them out from among the bulk of profefffirs 
with whom they flood intermixed, and to bring 
them before his judgment-feat ; that he might be- gin his work by palling a fentence of abfolution in 
their favours. 

In the words more particularly, we have,' 1 • J"he chara&er of the genuine worffiippers of God, intimated in the defignation which is given 
them. I hey are called Jaints. '1 he original word 

iignifies 
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fignifies holy ones ; as does alfo the word faints im 
our language. Without holinefs no man can fee God * 
in peace, either here or hereafter. And though 
their acquitment does not proceed upon their per- 
fonal holinefs ; yet none have reafon to confider 
themfelves as acquitted from his throne of grace 
now, nor lhall any be acquitted from his awful 
tribunal, when he lhall come finally to judge the 
earth, but they who are habitually holy, both in 
their nature and in their life. We have, 

2. God’s propriety in all thofe to whom this 
character belongs, intimated in the pronoun my. 
None can be faints unlefs God make them fuch. 
If he make them, he may juftly claim them as his 
property. Nor are they unwilling that it Ihould 
be fo. Being fenfihle that he made them, and not 
they themfelves, they readily acknowledge that 
they are his people. They glory in being the Jheep 
of his hand. All fouls are his in one fenfe. But 
he claims a peculiar property in the faints, as they 
alfo do in him. He fays, it is my people ; while 
they fay, in the exercife of faith, the Lord is my 
God\. 

3. God’s command concerning his laints, gather 
them together unto me. The faints of God, in 
this world, live intermixed with hypocrites and 
wicked men. And never lhall they be finally fe- 
parated from them till the day of the general judg- 
rae*3£. This command, therefore, does not im- 
portr'Hny refolution to have any complete fepara- 
tion'made between them and the reft of mankind 
while they continue in this world. The allegory 
which is continued through the Pfalm, is alfo pur- 
sued in this verfe. And God,, as the great Judge, feated 

« Heb.xii. 14- t Zech.xiii.9. 
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feated upon his throne or judgment-feat, is repre- 
fented as commanding the officers of the Court, in 
which capacity angels may be fuppofed to aft, to 
feparate the faints from others ; that, when he 
ffiould pafs fentence againft falfe worihippers, they 
might not be included. 

This command, therefore, I take to be of the 
fame import with that in Ezek. ix. to fet a 
mark upon the foreheads of them mho fghed, and 
cried for all the abominations that mere done in the 
midft of the land. Both are defigned to intimate, 
that when God comes to plead a controverfy with 
a finning people, it is not the few faints that are 
among them ; but the finners and hyp’ocrites in 
Zion, who are the objefts of his juft refentment 
and difpleafure. 

4. We hove the foundation of that relation in 
which the faints ftand unto God. They are re- 
lated to him by a Covenant. 

5.. The manner of their entering upon that re, 
lation ; they have made this Covenant with him. 
The Covenant is really and originally of God’s 
making. It was made, and fworn to on both 
fides, between God the Father and God the Son, 
before they had any Being. Yet, as there can 
be no covenant, fubfifting between different par- 
ties, without the mutual confent of both ; as God’s 
Saints, when brought within the bond of this Co- 
venant, really give their confent to every part ,of 
it, and thus are, in fome degree, aftive in tjfeir 
acceffion to it; God gracloufly condefcends to 
fpeak of it, as a Covenant made by themfelves. 

6. We have a particular circumftance, in their 
making of this Covenant, fpecially attended unto; 
they have made it, by facrifce. 

B A 
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A full elucidation of all thefe particulars is not 

propofed, nor would it be poffible at this time. 
It is only the three lafl: that we have principally 
in our eye, as moft intimately connedted with the 
work of this day. It deferves to he noticed, be- 
fore we proceed, that the laft part of the verfe, 
as it runs in the original, is peculiarly expreflive 
and emphatical. It would be literally tranflated 
thus ; thofe -who are cutting my Covenant, upon a 

facrifice. The import of the phrafe will be more 
fully inquired into afterwards. At prefent, we 
fhall only take notice of two things, plainly inti- 
mated by this expreffion, which cannot be gather- 
ed from our tranflation, viz. I. That the Cove- 
nant, by which the faints are related to God, is 
none of their own framing or contriving. It is 
God’s Covenant. It is no other than the Cove- 
nant of Grace, which he made with his chofen, 
from all eternity ; and which he delights to call, 
by way of eminence, and in prefence to all o- 
thers that ever he made, his Covenant. 

2. That the bufinefs of making a Covenant with 
God is never over with the iaints in this hfe. 
The exercife is, and ought to be, habitual. At 
every time, in every period, and in every circum- 
ftance of life, in what manner foever they are 
otherwife employed ; the faints, when adfing like 
themfelves, are always cutting Cod's covenant up- 
on a facrifice. They habitually enter by faith, 
into the Covenant of God; and, in fo doing, they 
habitually make ufe of the facrifice of Chrift. 

The words of the text, as thus explained, among 
Other truths which they exhibit to us, lay an 
ample foundation for the following propolition: ^ 
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All the faints of Cod ate perfons who make a Co- 

venant with him by facrifice. 
In opening this propofition a littb) it is only 

propofed, thro’ divine afiiftance, 
FirJ}, To give fome general account of the 

manner in which the faints make a Covenant 
with God. 

| .Secondly, To confider, more particularly, the 
ufe of facrifice in this bufmefs; And then. 

Thirdly, To apply the fubjedh 
I. That you may have fome general account of 

the manner in which the faints of God make a 
Covenant with him, it will be neceflary that you 
attend to the following things. 

i. God having, front all eternity, forefeen the 
early breach of the Covenant of Works, and the 
confequent ruin of the whole Family of Adam ; 
and having determined, in the riches of his unme- 
rited love and grace, to reftore a number of that 
family to himfelf and to happinefs ; entered, for 
that behoof, into a Covenant with his own eter- 
nal Son : The tenor of which was, That the Son 
of God, the Second Perfon of the adorable Tri- 
nity, ihould take upon him human nature, when 
the fulnefs of the appointed time ihould come ; 
that, with their nature, he ihould alfo take the 
law-room and place of all thofe linners of man- kind, whom God chofe in him ; that, in their 
name, he fhould fulfil all that righteoufnefs which 
the Covenant of Works demanded of them ; and 
give a full and complete fatisfa&ion to the juftice 
of God in their behalf, for all that fin with which 
they flood chargeable at his bar. 

On this condition, it was ftipulated by God the 
Father, on the other part, That Chrift himfelfin 

human 
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human Nature, fhould be advanced to the right 
hand of God, and have a Nafne given him above 
every other Name ; that all the fulnefs of God 
fliould be lodged in his hand, with a commiflion to 
beflow it upon that elett Company, and upon 
every individual among them, when andJiow he 
pleafed ; that, for this purpofe, Chrift being in- 
verted with the threefold office of Prophet, Prieft 
and King, Ihould publiih this Covenant to finners 
indifcriininately, inviting and intreating them all 
to enter into it by faith : That every perfon, who 
Ihould thus enter into it, and lay hold upon it, as 
every eleft veffel Ihould fooner or latter be deter- 
mined to do, Ihould be admitted to an intereft in all 
that happinefs that he loft by the breach of the 
firll Covenant ; and gradually brought forward 
from the eftate of Sin and Mifery, in which the 
firft Adam left him, to an eftate of Happinefs and 
Glory, in which he ffiould be filled with all the f id- 
nefs of God ; even that fame inexhauftible fulnefs, 
which, according to this Covenant, dwells in 
Chrift bodily. 

2. This Covenant, as it was originally entered 
into by the Father and the Son, when no created 
being exifted ; fo it was to be compleatly fulfilled 
by thefe two adorable Perfons, to one another : 
The condiftonary part by the Son, and the promif- 
fory part by the" Father. As none can pretend to 
fulfil any of the promifes of this Covenant to 
Chrift but' the Father, fo neither can any part of 
its condition be fulfilled by any other but the 
Son. 

Accordingly, when the fulnefs of the time was 
come, the Covenant was aftually fulfilled and im- 
plemented by the contratting parties, each to o- ther; 
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ther ; and that in the fulleft manner. Chrifl: the 
Son, took upon him our nature, fuflained our law- 
room and place, obeyed the whole law in our 
ftead, and in the chara&er of our Surety gave a 
fatisfa&ion to divine juftice ; fo complete, that the 
Lord was well pleafed for his righteoufnefs fake, as 
having magnified the law and made it honourable *. 
Wherefore alfo God hath highly exalted him, and 
given into his hands all thole gifts and bleflings 
which, according to the Covenant, were originally 
deligned for men: that he, in the exercife of his 
Mediatory offices, may communicate and give thofe 
gifts unto men ; till, in this way, the whole ele&- 
feed be gathered and put in full pofleffion of all 
that happinefs, which by the Covenant is provided 
for them. 

3. In confequence of this, and in agreeablenefs 
to the original compact, our Lord Jefus Chrift, as 
the Prophet fent from God, publilhes the Cove- 
nant of Grace in the difpenfation of the Gofpel ; 
and makes a free offer of it, as a Covenant already- 
fulfilled, to every finner of Adam’s family without 
any exception ; inviting every one to accede to it 
by faith : to lay claim to the condition of it, which is 
already fulfilled by Chrift, as the payment of all 
his debt to the law and juftice of God j and to the 
promifes of it, as likewife fulfilled already by God 
the Father to Chrift, and fo becomeand amen 
in him to the glory of God by us \ : to lay claim, I 
fay, to thefe promifes, as his only and all-fufficient 
fecurity for all happinefs ; and, in this way, to lay- 
claim to all that infinite fulnefs that is laid tip in 
Chrift’s hand; trufting in the merit of Chrift’s o- 
hedience, and in the unchangeable faithfulnefs 

both 
Ifa. xlil 2i. t 2 Cw. i. 20, 
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both of God the Father and of God the Son, as 
mutually pledged to one another in the Covenant; 
that he Ihall eventually be made a partaker of all 
that happinefs and glory which Chrift himfelf now 
poflefles, though but in his own meafure and de- 
gree. 

4. To this gracious propofal, the finner, in the 
’ day of his efpoufals to Chrift, is powerfully deter- 
mined to fay amen ; and fo to accept of the offered 
Covenant, and of all that it contains. He gives his 
free confent, that the righteoufnefs of Chrift, by 
which the condition of the Covenant was fulfilled, 
fhould be fuftained before God as the ranfom of 
his foul; that the fulnefs of God, as it is lodged in 
Chrift, be his everlaftidg inheritance ; that the pro- 
mi fe of God, as already fulfilled to Chrift by the 
Father, and to be fulfilled by Chrift to him, be his 
only fecurity for that inheritance ; and that he be 
brought forward to the poffedion of it, as well as 
gradually fitted for it, in the manner that feems 
beft to infinite wifdom *, always in exaft agreeable- 
nefs to what was gracioufly ftipulated in the Cove- 
nant itfelf from all eternity. 

Thus it is, that the Covenant is aftually made 
between God and his faints : God offers the Cove- 
nant by Chrift in the gofpel ; the finner accepts 
the offer, and gives his confent to every article of 
the Covenant. He confiders it as well ordered in 
all things- and fare : He accounts it all his falvation 
and alt his drjire *. Thus the happy bargain is 
ftruck, and the perfon is actually in Covenant with 
God : yet the Covenant by which he ftands rela- 
ted to God, is none of his own contriving ; the 
terms of it were all unalterably fixed, before he or any 

2 Sam. xjdii. 5- 
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any other creature exifted ; and he only gives his 
confent to them as they are in reality : he is related 
to God by no other Covenant fave that of which 
Chrift is the Head ; the Covenant of Grate which 
was made with him from eternity. The Covenant 
that God propofes to make with us, and which 
all the faints make with God in the day of believ- 
ing, is no other than the fare mercies of David*. 

5. Every perfon, when he thus enters into Co- 
venant with God, necelTarily lays himfelf under 
the ftrongeft obligations to be the Lord’s ; and to 
walk as becomes on? of God’s covenanted people, 
in all the ways of new obedience. This' might be 
various ways illuflrated. 

Though the whole condition of the Covenant is 
fulfilled already, and muft be viewed by us as ful- 
filled in our acceptation of the Covenant; though 
we are to perform nothing as any part of the 
ground of our claim to the bleflings of the Cove- 
nant : yet, furely, a principle of gratitude for the 
making of the Covenant, for the fulfilment, the 
exhibition, and the unfailing liability of it,—will in- 
fluence every perfon who really takes hold of it, to 
do that, and to aim at doing that only which is ■acceptable and pleafing to his God and Redeemer. 

In laying claim to what is contained in the Co- 
venant, we neceflarily lay claim to Chrilt himfelf 
as our King; and to the law of Chrift, as the rule 
of our life. This cannot but include a refolution 
to fubjedl ourfelves to Chrift’s royal authority, and 
to walk according to his law ; otherwife both the 
Kingly-office of Chrift, and his holy law, would con, 
tinue ufelefs to us, notwithftanding our intereft in 
them. 

The Ifa. Iv. 3. 
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The promife of the Covenant fecures us holi- 

nefs, as well as happinefs. Indeed, it could not 
fecure us the one without the other. The two 
are infeparable in the nature of things. When, 
therefore, we give our confent to the Covenant, 
we nuift needs confent to be holy in heart and life, 
arid in all manner of converfalion; as well as to be 
completely happy : and that God ihould make us 
fo, according to what is promifed in the Cove- 
nant. And a confent that God Ihould make us 
holy cannot but include a refolution, through 
his grace, to be holy ; becaufe the Lord our God is 
holy. 

In a word, The fum and fubftance of the Co- 
venant, as it is exhibited to us in the gofpel, is 
expreft in that cardinal promife ; / will be to them 
a God, and they Jhall be to me a people *. Now, 
it is mariifeft, that this promife confifts of two 
parts : And the believer confents to both ; fay- 
ing, as the Church, He is our God; and we are 
the people of his pa/lure, and the fheep of his hand\. 
Thus all the faints of God confent, not only that 
God Ihould be their God, and ihould always deal 
with them according to that relation ; but alfo 
that they ihould be his people, and ihould ftill 
walk before him as becomes that charafter, in all 
the beauty of holinefs. And this confent to be 
his, and to behave as his people, muft furely in- 
clude an engagement that, through his grace, it 
ihall be fo. Yet, 

6. All the engagements that we come under, 
when we enter into covenant with God, muft go 
upon the fuppofition, or rather*upon the perfua- 
fion,—that the Covenant is already fulfilled in the promiffory 

f Pfal. xcv. 7. » Hcb. via. 10. 
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promifTory part of it by God the Father to Chrift, 
as well as in the conditionary part by Chrill to the 
Father; and that the whole contents of it are to 
be fulfilled by God through Chrift to us, in con- 
fequence of our being brought within the bond 
of it. Our part of the Covenant, as well as 
God’s part, is to be fulfilled by God himfelf. 
In other words, it is God, and not we, that muft 
fulfil our engagements to God, as well as God’s 
engagements to us. 

Thus, when we confent, according to the com- 
prehenfive promife already referred to, that God 
Ihould be our God, and we his people; we do not 
barely confent that he, by his own free ^nd gra- 
cious grant, fhould become our God : And then 
refolve, that we, by our own endeavours, fhall 
become his people, and behave accordingly. But 
we confent, that God fhould make us his people, 
as well as make himfelf our God ; and that he 
Ihould both a£t towards us as our God, and enable 
us to behave towards him as his people ; power- 
fully, though fweetly, conftraining us to do fo : 
Knowing that he has promifed the one, as well as 
the other; and trufting that he will perform both 
alike. 

In this view, our vows and engagements to 
God, which are neceffarily included in our con- 
fenting to the Covenant of Grace, are not fo pro- 
perly declarations or promifes of what we will do ; 
but rather declarations of what we believe God 
will do, and confent that he Ihould do for us, and 
in us. Our engagements to God, being really 
included in his engagements to us, are to be per- 
formed by him as part of his own. And, in ma- 
king our vows, we do but fay over what God has 

C faid 
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faid before us; in the faith that he who was the 
firft fayer of it, will be fare to make it good by 
our inftrumentality. 

7. Our acceptance of God’s Covenant ought 
always to correspond to the offer and exhibition 
that God makes of it to us in the gofpel. Vari- 
ous particulars might be mentioned, in which this 
correfpondence ought to obtain. He offers it 
freely and fmcerely, without any fecret exception 
or refervation : and we Ihould accept it freely and 
in Sincerity, without indulging any fecret hanker- 
ing after the Covenant of Works, or any fecret 
inclination to any of God’s' rivals; to any prac- 
tice, or to any objeft, inconfiftent with that rela- 
tion which is conftituted betwixt God and us, 
when we enter into Covenant with him. He of- 
fers it fully, without any reparation or referve. 
He gives the whole Covenant; and we muff re- 
ceive the whole. A partial confent to it,'is no 
confent at all. They make not a Covenant with 
God, who do not confider the Covenant of Grace, 
and confent to it, as ordered' in all things, as well 
as /lire. For inftance, we can have ho intereft in 
the promifes of the Covenant, unlefs we be plea- 
fed alfo with the condition of it, as fulfilled by 
Chrift ; and accept of his Righteoufnefs, as the foie 
ground of our claim to all the bleffings of the Co- 
venant. Nor, on the other hand, can we have 
any intereft in that righteoufnefs which fulfilled 
the condition of the Covenant, unlefs we are fa- 
tisfied with every promife which it contains ; and 
with the promife of fanflification among the reft. 
What God has irtfeparably joined together, in the 
original making of the Covenant, men can have 
no right to feparate when they accede to it by be- lieving^ 
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Sieving. Nay, gofpel-hearer, unlefs you confent 
to God’s Covenant, and come into it as it is ; you 
can have no reafon to expedt, that God will make 
any changes or alterations in it for you. 

Our acceptance ought, moreover, to corre- 
fpond to God’s offer *, as being conftant, perma- 
nent, and habitual. God’s offer has been the 

‘ fame fince the firft gofpel-promife was publifhed. 
He never revoked any part of it. And, when 
we accept that offer, we do it for eternity. We 
have no liberty to retract; nor fliould we allow 
in ourfelves the leaft difpofition to do fo. Yea, 
as God continues to offer his Covenant to thofe 
who are already within it, as well as to them who 
are without; it muft be the duty of believers, as 
well as unbelievers, to give their confent to it. 
As often as the call and offer of the gofpel reach their ears, fo often the faints of God, when ac- 
ting like themfelves, renew their acceptance of the 
Covenant; by repeated adtings of the fame faith, 
by which they entered into it at the firft. Hence 
it is, that they are reprefented in the text as con- 
ftantly and habitually making a Covenant with God 
by facrifice. 

In one word, our manner of entering into God’s 
Covenant, ought to correfpond to the manner in 
which he offers it to us in this circumftance. That, 
whereas God makes his propofals openly, in the 
fight of all the world • and is not alhamed, either 
to call himfelf our God, or to be fo called by us : 
fo it is our duty to enter into God’s Covenant in 
the moft public and explicit manner; and never to 
be alhamed, either to avouch the Lord to be our 
God, or to avow and acknowledge ourfelves to be 
his people, before angels, men or devils. This 

is 
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is one irrefutable argument in favours of that de- 
fpifed work about which we are this day met. If 
God offered his Covenant to us only in fecret, by 
the inward motions of his Spirit upon our hearts; 
an acceptance of the Covenant by faith, in the 
heart, might fuffice. If he only came into our 
clofets, to make his gracious propofals to us ; we 
might fatisfy ourfelves with an acceptance of them 
in our clofets, and perfonal covenanting would 
be enough. But God meets us, with the offers 
of his Covenant, in the public affemblies of the 
church : He calls himfelf our God in the hearing 
of all the world ; and openly publilhes all the 
terms of that Covenant to which he requires our 
confent. Muft it not, therefore, be fit that we 
give the confent which he requires, in the fame 
public and explicit manner ? As openly as God 
fays, I 'will be their God, and they Jhall be my peo- 
ple ; fo openly and avowedly fhould every faint 
of God fay, He is our God, and iue are the people 
of his pafture. This is the very thing that a few, 
in this affembly, are propofmg, through the grace 
of God, this day to do. And if this is not a duty, 
let any of its oppofers tell us, How elfe it is pof- 
fible for us to take hold of God’s Covenant in a 
manner correfponding to his public offer and ex- 
hibition of it. We know it is our duty to accept 
of it by faith in the heart, becaufe he offers it by 
the inward motions of his Spirit; and becaufe an 
outward acceptance of it, without this, cannot be 
fincere. We allow that perfonal covenanting is a 
duty, becaufe the offers of grace follow every 
man into his clofet, and wherever his Bible goes. 
But are not the public offers of grace that we e- very 
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very day hear in the church, a fufficient warrant 
for our taking part alfo in public covenanting ? 

You have no reafon, intended covenanter, to 
be alhamed of this day’s appearance. This folemn 
duty is, indeed, an object of contempt and ridi- 
cule’; not only to a profane generation among 
whom we live, but even to many who have a pro- 
feflion of Chriftianity in our day. And you may 
lay your account with having a (hare of that con- 
tempt and ridicule : But, be of good courage 5 
whatever be the opinion of men, and whatever 
their treatment, either of you, or of the work in 
which you propofe to be engaged ; you have rea- 
fon to reft affured, that it is a work pleating and 
acceptable unto God. You have no reafon to be 
either afraid or athamed to fay, and even to fwear, 
in the moft public and explicit manner,—Avhat God 
has faid and fworn as publicly and explicitly be- 
fore you. And, if you are rightly exercifed, you 
propofe to do no more. 

II. We are now, according to the method pro- 
pofed, to confider fomewhat more particularly, the 
ufe of facrifice in the bufmefs of making a Cove- 
nant with God. And, to pave the way for a 
more diftintt view of the meaning of this part of 
the text, we fhall obferve in general; that in 
this phrafe, there feems to be a manifeft allufion 
to two things. 

The firft is. That of old every covenant ufed 
to be ratified and confirmed by facrifice. 1 here 
was a cuftom, and it is mentioned in feveral pla- ces of fcripture, chat when a covenant was made, 
though hut between man and man; the covenant- 
ing parties joined together in offering a facrifice to 
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God, of fome clean beaft. The beaft which had 
been offered in facrifice, was divided into two e- 
qual parts; which were laid one over againft the 
other, with forne diftance between them. The con-* 
trafting “parties paffed through between the pieces 
of the llain beaft; and afterwards feafted together 
upon it. A remarkable inftance of this, is that 
which took place between the king of Babylon, 
and Zedekiah king of Judah ; as mentioned by the 
prophet Jeremiah, chap, xxxiv. j8, 19.—On ac^ 
count of this cuftom it is, that the original word 
which is ufed in tins text, and in various other 
parts of fcripture, to fignify n covenant, is deri- 
ved from a root that iignifies to cut off. And, on 
the fame account, it is ufually joined with a- 
nother word, the fame which is here rendered 
to make; that fignifies to cleave, or divide afunder 
in the mid/L Thus the phrafe here ufed,ftgnifies 
literally, thofe -who cut or cleave my covenant. It 
is perhaps from the fame, or a fimilar cuftom, 
that we, in our language, derive the expreflion of 

/hiking a bargain. It was, properly, the facrificed 
heart that was cut afunder, or cleft in the midft. 
Yet the fcripture every where fpeaks of the cut- 
ting of a covenant; becaufe, as foon as the facri- 
hce was flain and cut into its pieces, the covenant 
was confidered as ratified and confirmed; fo that 
neither party was at liberty to go back.—-Now, 
by the ufe of this ceremony, the following things 
were intended. 

1. The parties covenanting together did here- 
by call upon God, in the moft folemn manner, to 
bear witnefs to the tranfaftion; to their upright- 
nefs and fmcerity in entering into it, and to their 
firm refolution to keep it: thus the ceremony in- cluded 
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chided the fcdemnity of an oath. And they who 
brake their covenants, after they had been thus 
ratified, were guilty of the fin of perjury. 

2. They hereby acknowledged, that they durft 
not draw fo near to God, nor call upon him, to 
be witnefs to their tranfa&ions, in fuch a foletnn 
manner, any otherwife than by facrifice. Sacrifices, 
you know, were appointed by God, for the expia- 
tion of fin. If there had been no fin, there could 
have been no ufe for facrifice. But now no firmer 
can be admitted into the prefence of God, nor have 
any comfortable feHowlhip with him ; unlefs on the 
footing of a facrifice, by which his juftice may be 
fatisfied for the perfonTs fin. As the man would 
be guilty of the higheft prefumption, who Ihould 
take upon him to approach to God without a fa- 
crifice ; fo every one who brings a facrifice in his 
hand, when he approaches to God, acknowledges 
himfelf to be a finner, unworthy to appear in his 
prefence on another footing. Covenanters, there- 
fore, offered a facrifice to God when invoking 
him, as the wknefs of their tranfa&ions ; thereby 
acknowledging, that they were finners: that they 
durft not take upon them to call upon God, nor 
expect him to take any friendly notice, either of 
them, or of what they did; unlefs he was firft re- 
conciled to them by an atoning facrifice. 

3. They fignified their confent, that, if they 
fhould break their covenant, after it had been fo 
confirmed; God fhould deal with them, in the fame 
manner as they had done with the heart w hich had 
been facrificed : That their perjury and breach of 
faith fhould be punifhed by a moft ignominious 
death. Hence is that dreadful threatening de- 
nounced againft Zedekiah, and his courtiers, Jerem. 
xxxiv. 18—21. 4nd / will give the men that tranf- 

grejjed 
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grcjjed my covenant; -who have not performed the words 
of the covenant which they made before me, when 
they cut the calf in twain, and pajfed between the 
parts thereof: The princes of Judah, and the princes 
of Jerufalem, the eunuchs and the priejis, and all 
the people of the land, who pajfed between the parts 
of the calf: I will even give them into the hands 
of their enemies, and into the hand of them that feek 
their life ; and their dead bodies Jhall be meat for 
the fowls of heaven, and for the beafis of fhe earth: 
Even Zedekiah and his princes will I give into the 
hand of their enemies, Sec. The meaning is, when 
thefe men, in making a covenant with the king 
of Babylon, cut the calf in two, and palled between 
the parts thereof; they fignified, by that ceremony, 
their confent, that, if they fhould break their co- 
venant, they Ihould be made as the calf that had 
been killed : that they Ihould be delivered into the 
hands of thofe who fought their life, by them 
flain, their carcafes divided afunder, fo as perfons 
might have an opportunity of palling between the 
parts of them ; and that they Ihould become meat 
for the fowls of heaven, *and for the beads of the 
earth. And now, out of their own mouth they 
fhall be judged : I will even take them at their 
word, and fubjeft them to the fame punilhment 
which they confented to bear. I will execute 
upon them, the curfe which they pronounced 
againft themfelves ; and will make them like the 
calf which they flew. 

This ceremony was fometimes ufed, even when 
God admitted perfons to enter into covenant with 
him. And thus he condefcendfd to bind himfelf 
to the fulfilment of his engagements, in the fame 
manner as men ufually were bound. The mofl remarkable 
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remarkable inftance hereof, is what took place with- 
Abram; recorded Gen. xv. from ver. 9. and down- 
ward. There you fee, that Abram, by God’s ap- 
pointment, took various beads ; and having flain 
them, divided them in the midd, and laid the pieces 
one over againd another, as was ufual in the ma- 
king of covenants. This being done, Abram fell 
into a deep deep : And God appearing to him, 
repeated the fubdance of what he had covenanted 
to do for him, as in ver. 13—16. And, in confe- 
quence of all this, a ffnoking' furnace and a burn- 
ing lamp were feen to pafs between the pieces of 
the beads that had been dain. 

This fmoking furnace and burning lamp, were, 
doubtlefs, intended as vifible fymbols of God’s 
prefence ; as were the fire and fmoke that were 
feen upon mount Sinai, when he entered into a 
covenant with Abram’s poderity, four hundred 
years after. And thus God himfclf palled between 
the pieces, in a fymbol, to fignify his ratification 
and edabliihment of his Covenant with Abram ; 
and to convince the Patriarch, that it was as im- 
podible for God to violate his word, as it was that 
he fhould be made like the carcafes of thofe dain 
beads, among which the fymbol of his prefence 
had been feen to pafs. T hus, as God, becaufe 
he can fwear by none greater, condefcends to 
fwear by himfelf; fo, in this indance, he w as plea- 
fed to confirm his Covenant, by facrifices offered to 
himfelf. 

The fecond thing to which there feems to be a 
reference in the text, is this; that all the facrifices 
that ever were offered to God, by his own ap- 
pointment, were intended as fo many facraments 
and feals of that Covenant by which God dood 

© related 
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related to thofe who offered them. This was the 
cafe, particularly with all thofe facrifices which be- 
longed to the Mofaic oeconomy. God made a Co- 
venant with the people of Ifrael, at mount Sinai: 
And all the facrifi'e enjoined by the Ceremonial 
Law, were fo many feals of that Covenant. Every 
perfon who offered facrifice in an acceptable man- 
ner, under thatdifpenfation, had God's covenant cut 
upon his facrifice ; andthe facrifice was a feal and con- 
firmation of the Covenant, both upon God’s part 
and his. 

But it is mariifeft that facrifices of flain hearts 
could be no feals of the Covenant of Grace, unlefs 
in a fhadowy and typical manner.—The true de- 
fign and ufe of facrifice, is to make an atonement 
for (in, by fatisfying the juftice of God on account 
of it. The jurtice of God can never be fatisfied 
for fin, till that punifhment be infli&ed and born which juftice denounces againft the (inner. Now 
the wages of fin is death * : and nothing can fatis- 
fy juftice, but either the life of the finner, or a- 
nother life at lead as valuable. But the life of a 
bead could never be as valuable as the life of a 
man; and therefore it is not poftible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats could take away jin f. It is therefore manifeft, that thofe facrifices of flain 
beads, behoved to be types and figures of a 
more excellent facrifice. In contemplating thofe 
facrifices, therefore, it was the duty of God’s peo- 
ple, to look through them to the facrifice of 
Chrift, which is the only proper atonement for 
fin. And (till the facrifice of Chrift was to be 
viewed as the only facrifice by which the Covenant 
of grace could poflibly be confirmed. Thus, even ** under 

* Rom. vi. 23. f IXob. x. 4. 
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VJncler the Old Teflament, every perfon who df- 
Fered a facrifice in an acceptable manner, hid in 
it a confirmation of the Covenant of Grace in a fi- 
gure. He entered into that Covenant by faith ; 
and, in a figurative manner, he cut that Covenant 
upon his facrifice. 

Under the New Teftament, the Covenant of 
Grace, which was formerly exhibited under a fi- 
gure, h fet forth to us in its naked fimplicity, 
without any types or fhadows. And the facrifice 
of Chrift, by which this Covenant is confirmed, is 
likewife exhibited without a figure ; while Chrifl: 
is evidently fet forth among us as crucified.—When, 
therefore, we enter into covenant with God, we 
take hold of the Covenant of Grace immediately ; and 
in fo doing, we make ufe of the facrifice of Chrift im- 
mediately, without having any occalion for a typi- 
cal facrifice to exhibit or point it out to us. We 
make the fame ufe of this facrifice by faith, and 
without any type, which Old Teftament believers 
made of it as they viewed it through the type ; 
and fo we alfo cut God’s Covenant upon a facrifice. 
As we enter into no Covenant but the Covenant 
of Grace, we have no occafion for any other fa- 
crifice of atonement but the facrifice of Chrift. 
This is the only facrifice upon which this Cove- 
nant can be cut, or by which it can be confirmed. 

In agreeablenefs to all this, the expreflion of 
making a Covenant with God by facriftce, or- of 
cutting his Covenant upon a facrifice, as applicable 
to the faints in all ages, efpecially under the New 
Teftament; may be confidei ed as importing the 
following things. 

i. That it is only upon the footing of a facri- 
fice, that any of mankind can be admitted into 

Co- 
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Covenant with God. When God made man after 
his image at the firfl, as a token of that favour 
by which he was diftinguilhed above all the other 
creatures in this lower world, God gracioufly con- 
defcended to take him into Covenant with himfelf. 
This was indeed a ftep of glorious condefcenfion ; 
but there was nothing in it derogatory to the juf- 
tice of God, nor to any other of his adorable 
perfe&ions: becaufe, though Adam was a creature, 
yet he bore the image of God, and deferved no 
evil at God’s hand. It is far other wife with A- 
dam’s pofterity fince that Covenant was broken. 
Now we are all expofed to the ftroke of incenfed 
juttice, by reafon of fin. That tremendyous per- 
fection can never admit of the reftoration of any 
finner to God’s favour, without a faiisfadtion : far 
lefs of their re-admiffion into a covenant-relation 
with him. No fatisfaction could ever be made to 
jufiice, unlefs by a facrifice ; nor could any facrifice 
be accepted, but one whofe value was propor- 
tioned to the dilhonour that was done to God by 
our fin. A life more precious than the lives of all the eleft company taken together, behoved to 
be the ranfom of their fouls. And it is only upon 
the footing of fuch a facrifice, that any of Adam’s 
family can be allowed to make a Covenant with God. 

2. That the Covenant which we are allowed 
and called to make with God, is offered by God 
to us} and is to be received by us as a Covenant 
ratified, fealed and confirmed by facrifice. It is 
manifeft, from what has been faid already, that no 
facrifice but that of Chrift was capable of anfwer- 
ing the end. And it is likewife manifell, that 
none could provide the facrifice but God himfelf: 
Both becaufe none had a right to propofe the method 
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method of reconciliation by facrifice, but God him- 
felf; and becaufe the only facritice that could re- 
concile us to God, was fuch as no created wif- 
dom could ever have thought of. Accordingly, 
God did provide himfelf a Lamb f or a burnt-offering : 
Even Jefus, his own eternal Son ; who gave him- 
felf for us, an offering and a facrifice of a f veet fmelling favour unto God*. This facrifice Chrift 
has offered already, and God has accepted it at his 
hand. In the Gofpel, therefore, when God 
makes an offer of his Covenant to us, he offers it 
as a Covenant already confirmed. And, at the 
fame time, he offers to us the facrifice upon which 
his Covenant has been cut; to be improved by us, 
as the foie ground of our title to all the Bleflings 
which the Covenant contains. As we are to make 
no Covenant with God, diliinct from that which 
he has made with Chrift ; fo neither, are v. e to 
offer any facrifice of our own, for the confirma- 
tion of the Covenant between God and us; but 
only to receive and improve that facrifice, w hich 
Chrift has already offered in our name. 

3. That tho’ the facrifice, by which God’s Co- 
venant is confirmed, has been offered already by 
Chrift, and accepted by God at his hand ; yet 
there is a fenfe in which the faints themfelves of- 
fer this facrifice to God when they enter into Co- 
venant with him, as the only ratification of the 
Covenant between him and them. Uhder the Law, the facrifices which were intended for the 
people, behoved to be offered by the Priefts. But 
it was neceffary that the people fhould have fome 
concern in the offering of them. The people 
brought the facrifice to the Priefl ; and when it 

was _ * Tit. ii.1-4. 
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was prefented before the Lord, the people laid their 
hands upon it, otherwife it could not have been 
accepted for them. In like manner, tho’ our Lord 
JefusChrift, the great High-prieft of our profef- 
lion, was alone qualified to offer this facrifice, and 
offered it accordingly ; fo that none was properly 
employed in that work but himfelf $ nor was it 
poflible that it could be offered a fccoud time: Yet 
no perfon has any intereft in this facrifice, nor can 
have any advantage by it, unlefs they bring it to 
God in the hand of faith $ lay their hand upon it 
before God, and confefs their fin over it. When 
perfons made a Covenant by facrifice of old, it was 
the Prieft who ftrnck the blow by which the 
facrifice was killed, and who cleft it into its pieces! 
But each of the covenanting parties behoved to 
have his intereft in the facrifice ; otherwife, it 
could not have been accepted of God, as his fa- 
crifice, even though it had been accepted at the 
hand of the Prieft who offered it. So, although 
ChriU’s facrifice was accepted at his hand, when 
he offered it; it cannot be accepted for us, unlefs 
we have a real and adhial intereft in it. This we 
obtain by faith. And it muft be obtained the 
moment that we enter into covenant with God. 
Every perfon, therefore, who makes a covenant 
with God, in the fenfe of the text, muft, at the 
fame time, offer to God, in’the hand of faith, the 
facrifice of Chrift; as the only proper and fuffici- 
cnt confirmation of the Covenant. 4. The phrafe imports, that, in taking hold of 
God’s Covenant, we fhould ftill have our eye to 
God as the witnefs of our Covenant, as well as 
the party to whom it is made.—1 he Covenant, as 
oifeied to us in the gofpel, is a fworn Covenant on God’s 
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God’s part. He has fworn, and that formally, by 
himfelf, and is the witnefs of his own fincerity, 
in all that he gractmifly ftipulates with us. In 
like manner, all the faints take hold of the c&ve- 
nant, as in God’s light. They appeal to him as 
the witnefs of their fincerity; and lb, materially 
at leaft, they fwear by him, as they did who made 
a Covenant of old by facrifice. Thus, there 
is the matter, though perhaps, not the form of 
an oath, in theexercife of every perform who en- 
ters into Covenant with God. And if the matter 
cannot be a. wanting, why Ihould any ftartle at 
the form? .When we covenant with GotJ in the 
form of a folemn oath, we only put into words 
what is -necelTarily included in the exercife of 
every faint \ when, in his heart, he takes hold by 
faith of the Covenant of Grace : or, as the text 
exprefles it, cuts Ged’s Covenant upon a facrifice. 

5. In a word, it imports, that every perfon 
who enters into Covenant with God, in an accep- 
table manner, does thereby give his confent, that, 
if ever he fhall be found going back, totally or 
finally; if ever he lhall be found without the Bond 
of God’s Covenant : in that cafe, God fhould deal 
with him precifely as Chrill was dealt with, 
when he made his foul an offering for our fins; 
when juftice Uruck the blow, which fevered his 
foul from his body, and fo cleft his holy human 
nature into two. Every perfon who takes hold of 
God’s Covenant, is fenlible that, as a linner, he 
jufily deferves to become an eternal facrifice to 
the juftice of God. He knows that there is no 
way to efcape this, but by entering into Covenai t 
with God. And he cannot but approve of what 
God has threatened againft thofe who continue 

ftrangers 
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ftrangers to the Covenant, and will afiuredly exe- 
cute ; by fubjedting them, through eternity, to 
the fame punifhment that Chrift fufFered in the 
room of his people. This method of procedure, 
he is fenfible, Go4 might juftly take with hinj. 
And he is not only convinced, but fatisfied,—that 
he has no other way to efcape, but by the Cove- 
nant of Grace, as confirmed by Chrifi’s facrifice. 
Nor can he refufe his confent, that he be dealt 
with in this manner, if ever he is found without 
the B. nd of God*s Covenant.—Thus, however un- 
couth the affertion may appear at firft view, it 
may be faid of every faint, when entering into 
Covenant with God ; that, like Nehemiah and his 
people, he enters into a curfe; as weH as into an 
oath, to walk, through grace, in God’s law, and to 
obferve and do all the commandments of the Lord our 
God, and his ftatutes, and his judgments *.—As 
covenanters of old, by palling between the parts 
of the facrifice, lignified their confent to be made 
like the fiain bead if they Ihould break their co- 
venant ; fo, every Chriftian, when he cuts God’s 
covenant upon the facrifice of Chrift, confents, up- 
on the matter, to be fiain by Divine juftice as 
Chrift was, if ever he is found without the Bond 
of God’s Covenant; or if ever he violates that Co- 
venant totally or finally.—This he does, not under 
any perfuafion that ever it will be fo, nor yet under 
any apprehenfion that perhaps it may ; for he is 
alfured,' by the infallible word of a God who can- 
not lie, that it never can. He is lenfible of the 
treachery of his own heart, and of his difpofition 
to break his mod folemn engagements; but he 
knows who has faid, and that, as an article of that ever^ 

* Neh. x. 29. 
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everlafting Covenant which he makes vjlth them 
who are his faints, and which they, according to 
the text, are enabled to make with him; 1 will put 
my fear in their hearts, that they Jhall not depart 
from me*. In the faith of this promife, he refts % 'allured, that he lhall never be fuffered totally 
to break the Covenant. And therefore, that he 
lhall never be fubjefted to the punilhment of a 
Covenant-breaker. But yet he is fatisfied that if 
the firft were poffible, the latter would be no 
more than juft. 

III. We come now to endeavour fome appli- 
cation of the fubjeft. And it may be improved, 

if}, For information; in the following parti- 
culars. 

i. From what has been faid, we may fee wherein 
true and evangelical covenanting with God corrfifts. 
It really confifts in our taking hold of Cod’s Covenant 
of grace, on thefooting ofthefree exhibition that is made 
of it in the gofpel; as a covenant ratified and confirmed 
by the facrijice of Chrifi: including a refelution, 
through the grace exhibited in the Covenant, to walk 
before God as becomes his covenanted people. This 
is what the Spirit of God means in the text, by 
cutting God’s Covenant upon a facrifice. None of 
Adam’s feed could ever have been taken into Co- 
venant with God, unlefs God himfelf had firft 
made the Covenant, and confirmed it by facrifice. 
The only Covenant that God propofes to make 
with us, is the fame that he made with Chrift 
from eternity ; called in fcripture, the fure mer- 
cies of David. And furely it would be the high- 
eft prefumption for any creature, more efpe- 
cially for any finner, to entertain a thought of 

E making * Jer. xxxii. 40. 
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making any other Covenant vcith God but that 
of his own deviling.—A Covenant, in the nature 
of the thing, is binding upon both parties ; and 
how can any'of mankind pretend to frame a Co-, 
venant, which lhall bind God as well as them- 
felves ? As the fcheme of bringing us into Co- 
venant with God, arofe wholly from God hinjfelf; 
fo it was peceflary, that all the terms of the Cove- 
nant Ihonld be fixed and determined by hini only. 
They are fixed by him according^, and publilhed 
by his command in the gofpel : And our covenant- 
ing, whether it is inward, by the exercife of faith, 
or outwardly expreft in words or in writ; whe- 
ther it is fecret or open, perlbnal or public; a- 
mpunts to no more, and can amount to no lefs, 
than an acceptance of that exhibition which God 
makes to us of his Covenant in the gofpel. 

Againft this view of the matter, it may be ob- 
jected, that a Covenant of Duties has always been 
ipoken of as a diftinft Covenant by itfelf. It is a 
Covenant of our own framing, expreft in our own 
words. Our Covenant, in particular, had no ex- 
iftence till it was compofed by the Aflbciate Pref- 
bytery, about five and thirty years ago. How 
then can it be the fame with the Covenant of 
Grace, which was made from all eternity ; and 
has been publifhed to the Church in all ages, not 
in the words of men, but of God i To this objeClion it may be anfwered, that we 
neither confider our Covenant of Duties as a 
diftind: Covenant by itfelf; nor as precifely the 
fame with the Covenant of Grace, it cannot be 
a diftind Covenant * becaufe there can be no com- 
plete or proper Covenant, which does not contain 
mutual engagements, binding upon both parties : 
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and our Bond1 contains nothing but what is bind- 
ing upon ourfelves. It never was pretended, 
either by friends or enemies, that it contains 
any obligations which we prefumd' to lay upon 
God. Neither can it be precifely the fame with 
the Covenant of Grace ; for the fame reafon. The 
Covenant of Grace, as eftablilhed between God 
and us through our Lord Jefus Chrift, binds 
God to us as well as us to God. But in our 
Bond or Covenant of Duties, we only bind 
ourfelves.—What we fay is. That our covenant- 
ing is the fame with our acceptance of the Cove- 
nant of Grace. God’s part of that Covenant is 
contained at large in the fcriptures; and our part 
of it is expreft in our Covenant of Duties. God’s 
part of it is neceffarily expreft in his own words: 
But our part of it muft, as necelfarily, be exprefl 
in our words ; as will appear from the following 
eonfiderations. 

(i.) In the fcriptures, the Covenant of Grace 
is fet forth in fuch words as are proper to ex- 
prefs God’s gracious engagements to us: Our 
covenanting muft be in fucl^ words as are pro- 
per to exprefs our believingftngagements to God. 
God’s words are the moft proper that can be 
ufed, for expreffing an offer and exhibition of 
the Covenant, in all its terms, to us; but our 
covenanting muft be in words that are fit and 
proper to exprefs our acceptance of that offer. Now, it is manifeft, that the fame words can 
never exprefs God’s engagements to us and 
our engagements to him. The fame expref- 
fions can never convey an offer of the Cove- 
nant from God to us, and convey back an ac- 
ceptance of that offer from us to God. It is ab- 

furd. 
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furd, therefore, and altogether ridiculous, to arguff, 
as fome have done ; that our covenanting flioukl 
always run in the words of fcripture. Sudi a 
thing were altogether impoflible. 

(2.) Our covenanting ought to be adapted, 
not only to the general exhibition of the Cove- 
nant that God makes to us, in common with all 
the hearers of the gofpelj but alfo to thofe pe- 
culiarities in our ow'n condition, that render fome 
particular parts of the gofpel-revelation pecu- 
liarly applicable to us. For inftance, a man who 
labours under peculiar trials in his lot, ought to 
confider thofe promifes that belong to an afflided 
ftate, as peculiarly direded to him : and, in his 
acceptance of the Covenant, he fhould declare 
particularly, his acceptance of thofe promifes. A 
perfon who finds himfelf liable to the prevalence 
of any particular corruption, has a fpecial need of 
thofe promifes which fecure him the vidory over 
it: And in taking hold of God’s Covenant, he 
ought to have a peculiar eye to- thofe promifes, 
and a peculiar dependence upon the grace there- 
in conveyed for enabling him to mortify it. And 
this neceflarily includes a peculiar refolution, thro’ 
the ftrength of that grace, to aim at the morti- 
fication of it.—And this muft be the cafe, even 
when the Covenant is only accepted by faith in 
the heart. 

If any faint exprefles the language of his heart 
in words, and fo takes hold of God’s Covenant 
vocally, then his word muft correfpond to the pecu- 
liarities of. his condition, in the fame manner as 
the exercife of. his heart does. The fame thing 
will hold, if his acceptance of the Covenant is 
committed to writing. And thus, in perfonal cove- 
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covenanting, tho’ all acceptable Covenants muft 
agree in their general fcope and tenor, as being 
neither more nor lefs.than an acceptance of God's 
Covenant of Grace; yet they may widely differ 
in refpeft of the particular parts or articles of 
God’s Covenant, that are exprefsly mentioned in 
each. Were a particular mention to be made of 
every promife of the Covenant, to which the 
perfon confents; of every particular bleffing that 
he expedts to enjoy.; and of every duty which he 

* expedts, and refolves, through grace, to perform : 
then every perfon’s Covenant behoved to exprefs 
all that is contained in the Bible. But it is enough 
that every one exprefs what is peculiarly adapted 
to his own condition. All the reft muft be con- 
fidered as included in the general acceptance of 
the Covenant. 

The fame obfervation applies equally to Pub- 
lic covenanting. Every particular Church, in every 
particular period, has fome peculiarities in her con- 
dition, as well as every individual. And, when the 
Covenant of God is accepted by the Church, in her 

I public capacity, it is neceffary that it be done in a 
manner adapted to thefe peculiarities. This makes 
it neceflary, that, in different Churches, and in 
different periods of time, the public Bonds, which 
are ufed in covenanting with God, fhould run in 
different terms. Thus, if a Church is under per- 
fection, fhe ought peculiarly to declare her ac- 
ceptance of the Covenant, as adapted to fuch a 
ftate : exprefling her truft in God, for keeping in 
the hour of temptation ; as well as for grace to keep 
the -word of Chrift’s patience. If fhe is in danger 

' of being leavened with any herefy, fhe ought to 
accept of the Covenant, in a way of declaring her 
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abhorrence of that herefy ; her adherence to the 
truth, publiihed in the exhibition of the Covenant 
in oppolition to it; and her dependence upon the 
Holy Spirit of promife, for guidance into all truth. 
If any particular corruption has been introduced, 
or is in danger of being introduced into her; Jhe 
ought, in her acceptance of the Covenant, to 
make a peculiar application and ufe of covenanted 
grace, in oppofition to that corruption : refol- 
ving, in the flxength of that grace, to purge out 
the old leaven, that Ihe may be a new lump, a lump 
unleavened *. 

This was the manner in which the Church of 
Ifrael covenanted of old. All her Covenants con- 
tained a general adherence to the Covenant which 
•was made with her at Sinai : and there was no- 
thing contained in any of their after Covenants, 
that was not contained in that. But, along with 
this general adherence, there was a particular men- 
tion of fuch articles of that Covenant,—as were 
peculiarly adapted to their condition at that par- 
ticular time. It would be eafy to illuftrate this, 
by an attentive confideration of the various in- 
ftances of their covenanting recorded in fcripture. 
We lhall fatisfy ourfelves with one inftance. In 
the days of Nehemiah, after a general engage- 
ment to walk in God’s law, which was given by 
his fervant Mofes ; they engaged particularly, that 
they would not give their daughters to the peo~ 
pie of the land, nor take their daughters for their 
fans : and that they would not buy victuals on the 
Sabbath: Thefe being the fins that they had then 
the greateft temptation to. They likewife en- 
gaged particularly, to thofe duties which they 
were at that time moft in danger of negledling, viz. 
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viz. that they •would leave the feventh year, and the 
exaftion of every debt *. Yet, alter all, their 
covenanting was no more than an acceptance of, 
or adherence unto, the Covenant which God made 
with them at Sinai : Becaufe all thefe things were 
exprefsly contained in that Covenant. 

In one word, our making ufe of our own words 
in covenanting with God, can no more make our 
Covenant different from God’s; than our expref- 
fing the doftrines of the holy fcriptures in our 
owm words, makes ours a different doftrine from 
that of the Spirit of God.—The truth is, it is not a 
fet of words, letters, or fyllables, that conflitutes 
the Word or Covenant of God; but the fenfe 
of the Spirit of God, as expreft by thefe. And, 
fo long as that fenfe is retained, it matters not 
how often the words be changed. The Word of 
God is {till retained ; the Covenant of God is 
not changed for another. If this were not the 
cafe, the Bible could not be tranflated into any 
vulgar language; nor could ever the gofpel be 
preached, unlefs in the very words of fcripture. 
Whatever the words of our Covenant be, if they 
are agreeable to the Law and the Teftimony, 
we mean to the written Word of God ; we are 
not to be confidered as making any Covenant of 
our own, diftind from the Covenant of God. 

But if the Covenant which we accept, is not 
the fame that God offers ; if the Covenant that 
we make with him, is not the fame that he pro- 
pofes to make with us, even the fare mercies of 
David; then we cut not his Covenant upon a 
facrifice, and our covenanting cannot be accep- 
table to him. If we bind ourfelves to any thing 
to which God has not bound us, or for which 

his • * Neh. x. 29, 3°, 3i- 
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his Cov^enant does not furnilh us with ftrength; 
much more, if we pretend to bind God to any 
thing, to which he has not gracioufly bound him- 
felf; we are guilty of the higheft prefumption. 
If we were fenfible that our Bond contained any 
thing more than an explicit acceptance of God’s 
Covenant, we would hold it. our duty to re- 
nounce it. Yea, we hefitate not to fay, Curfed 
be all that religious covenanting that amounts 
to any thing more than this. Far, far be it 
from us to pretend to bind the Creator of hea- 
ven and earth, by a Covenant of our making. 

I believe the important duty of covenanting 
with God has fuffered, not only from the oppo- 
fition made to it by its enemies ; but alfo from 
the unworthy and indiftincl views that have been 
entertained of it, by fome of its profelfed friends. 
All that doftrine, which reprefents a Covenant of 
Duties as really diftinft from the Covenant of 
Grace ; or reprefents covenanters as making any 
Covenant of their own, different from that which 
God propofes to make with us in the'difpenfa- 
tion of the Gofpel: Such do&rine, I fay, tends to 
miflead the friends of this duty ; and it gives its 
enemies a ftrong handle againlt it. If any perfon 
pleads for fuch covenanting, I am perfuaded the 
fcriptures of truth will afford him no arguments 
in its behalf. And if any perfon attempts to co- 
venant with God in fuch a manner, he really 
feeks him not after the due order.—All evan- 
gelical Covenanters endeavour to join themfelves 
to the Lord, by that everlajiing Covenant only 
-which Jhall never be forgotten Our .Covenant 
of Duties is nothing elfe than our acceptance of 

the 
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the Covenant of Grace, declared before the world 
in the fame explicit manner in which God pub- 
lilhes his offer of that Covenant. And, if any 
perfon will give himfelf the trouble to look over 
our Bond, and compare it with the two laft para- 
graphs of the Acknowledgment of Sins; he 
will find, that this is the exprefs view that the 
compilers of the Bond had of the matter, and is 
the very thing expreft in the Bond itfelf. 

2. From what has been faid, we may fee the 
groundleffnefs of that diftinction, which has fome- 
times been made between the Covenant of Re- 
demption and the Covenant of Grace : as if the 
firft had been made with Chrift from eternity, 
and the other were made only with believers in 
time. The truth is, believers are related to God 
by no other Covenant but that of which Chrift is 
the Head. The Covenant was really made with 
him from eternity. All the terms of it were 
unalterably fixed at that early period. And, by it, 
Chrift was then conftituted the Head of tfie my- 
ftical Body. It is true, that there was no perfon 
aftually .within that Covenant, till after the fall, 
but Chrift himfelf.—But it is equally true, that 
every faint is really brought within it, the mo- 
ment of his union with Chrift : and from that mo. 
ment, he is interefted in its whole contents, as 
really^as Chrift is. God is his God in Covenant, 
as truly as he is Chrift’s God. And there is a 
true and proper Covenant, fubfifting between 
God and that foul; whereby God is bound to him, 
and he to God, through Chrift the Mediator : as 
really as God the Father and God the Son were 
mutually bound, by Covenant, to one another, 
from eternity. Indeed the Covenant between 

F God 
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God and him is, in every article, the fame, that 
obtained between thofe two Divine Perfons be- 
fore the world was. 

3. We may fee our warrant for that folemn 
work, about which we are this day met. I be- 
lieve one of the Itrongeft arguments in behalf of 
public covenanting, may be drawn from this text, 
compared with fome other paflages of fcripture ; 
particularly, with that memorable palfage, in the viii. 
chap, of the Epiftle to the Hebrews, from ver. 8. 
to -der. 12.—Even under the Old' Teftament 
difpepfation, there could bs no warrant for at- 
tempting to make any other Covenant with God 
but that which God had made with his Church. 
Then, as well as now, it was God’s Covenant 
that was to be cut upon a facrifice. It was only 
in confequence of God’s making a Covenant with 
them, that they were warranted to make any 
Covenant with him. He made a Covenant with 
them at mount Sinai. That Covenant, as him- 
felf exprefsly declares, was made, not with that 
generation only, but alfo with thofe who were 
not there on that occafion * ; even with their 
po(ferity, till the promifed feed ihould come. It 
was therefore the duty of every Ifraelite, to ac- 
cede to that Covenant in perfon, as foon as he 
was. capable of doing fo, in an underftanding 
manner/ But his doing it perfonally, and in fe- 
rret, did not excufe him from doing it publicly 
alfo. That Covenant was made with the Church 
of Ifrael as fuch ; and therefore the Church, in 
her public and conftitute capacity, declaied her 
acceptance of that Covenant, and her adherence 
to it, from time to time. And thus all their pub- ' Uq 
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lie covenanting confided, properly, in theif ex- 
plicitly taking hold pf that Covenant which God 
had made with: their fathers, and by which they 
had been erefted into a vifible church-ftate. They 
did not make any new Covenant with God, in a 
proper fenfe, when they covenanted from time 
to time; but only cut God's Covenant a-new, up- 
on a facrijice. 

Now, though the two Covenants differ very 
much, in a variety of refpedts ; yet God as really 
makes a Covenant with the New Teftament 
Church, in a gofpel-difpenfation, as he did wkh 
the Church of Ifrael at mount Sinai. And the 
confent of the Church, in her conftitute capacity, 
is as neceffary to the one Covenant as to the other. 
God makes not the Covenant of Grace now, 
any more than he made the Covenant at Sinai, 
with particular perfons only; but alfo with the 
Church as fuch. Hence the promife, Heb. viii. 8. 
Behold the days come, faith the Lord, -when I will 
make a new Covenant, not with particular perfons 
only, in a private manner ; but in an open and 
public manner, with the houfe of Ifrael and with 
the houfe of Judah >• i. e. with the Church, col- 
lectively taken. And, if God’s making a Cove- 
nant with the Church of Ifrael, in her collective 
capacity, warranted her to declare her confent to 
his Covenant in a public manner, from time to 
time, by public covenantihg; furely then, his 
making a Covenant now, with the New Tefta- 
ment Church, in her collective or conftitute capa- 
city, muft be an equal warrant for her to give her 
confent to God’s Covenant ; or, in other words, 
to covenant with God, in the fame public manner, 
and in her conftitute capacity. Neither is it pof- 

lible 
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fible for her to give her confent to God's Cove- 
nant, in a manner correfponding to God’s offer, 
without this} any more than it was for the Jew- 
ilh Church. Thus, public covenanting is both as 
warrantable, -and as neceffary now, as it was 
then. As God makes, or propofes to make, a 
Covenant, not only with particular members of 
the Church; but alfo with the Church as fuch ; 
it muft be neceffary that the Church as fuch, 
as well as particular faints,—cut God’s Covenant 
upon a facrifce. 

4. From what has been faid, it appears how 
inconfiftent it is; and how much out of character, 
for any perfon, who profeffes to be a Chriftian, 
to be an enemy to the duty of covenanting, whe- 
ther perfonal or public. The truth is, all the 
faints of God are perfons who have made a Co- 
venant with God by facrifice. Every Chriftian 
is materially a covenanter; and there is a near- 
er refemblance between the exercife of every 
Chriftian, in entering into Covenant with God by 
faith, and the exercife of public covenanters, than 
moft people are aware of. Every Chriftian takes 
hold of God’s Covenant, as it is offered in the 
fofpel ; and in fa£t, covenanters do no more. 

ivery Chriftian, at the fame time that he takes 
God for his God, gives himfelf away to God to 
be one of his people; and engages, thro’ grace, 
to walk as becomes that character ; as really as covenanters do. Yea, every Chriftian who 
r akes a proper ufe of the facrifice of Chrift, in 
taking hold of God’s Covenant, appeals to God 
himfelf, as to his fincerity in the matter. He 
conliders and embraces it as a fwom Covenant on 
God’s part; and it becomes materially a fworn 

Cove- 
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Covenant on his part alfo. We have feen that 
the ceremony of covenanting by facrifice, included 
the folemnity of an oath : and furely the antitype 
of that ceremony cannot include lefs than the 
type. This being the cafe, huw can any perfon, 
who has taken hold of God’s Covenant in his 
heart, fpeak againft his neighbour for doing the 
fame thing before the world ?—If it is not a du- 
ty, why ihould you do the fame thing materially, 
in your clofet, or in your heart ? And if it is a 
duty, how dare you condemn others for doing it 
openly ? Yea, how dare you refufe to do it open- 
ly yourfelf ? Are you willing to be afhamed of 
Chrift, of his Covenant, or of your acceptance of 
it before men ? Or how is it, that, being with- 
in the Bond of God’s Covenant yourfelf, you fo 
far contraditt your own practice, and become a 
reproach to your privilege, as to fpeak or aft 
in oppofition to thofe who explicitly take hold of 
the fame Covenant. 

5. We may here fee, how prepofteroufly men 
argue againft the praftice of public covenanting in 
our day, from an apprehenfion that it is not mui 
a proper feafon for it. It is true, there may be 
various circumftances, which, in certain periods, 
render this folemn duty peculiarly neceflary and 
feafonable. And a very little attention to the 
Signs of this Time, will convince every one that 
circumttances of this kind are far from being a 
wanting among us. But if the nature of this du- 
ty is properly adverted to, it will eafily and clear- 
ly appear, that it can never be out of feafon. 
Nothing can make it reafonable for men to enter 
into any Covenant with God, that is of men’s con- 
triving. All attempts to make any covenant w ith 

him. 
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him, diftimfl from that which he propofes to 
make with us ; will, at every feafon, be impious 
prefumption.—But furely, fo long as God’s Cove- 
nant continues to be offered and exhibited to usr it can never be unfealbnable for us to lay hold up- 
on it. Nor will it ever ceafe to be our duty, to lay 
hold on it, as openly, as explicitly, and as folemn- 
ly, as God offers it to us. While God fays to the 
Church, to particular members of the Church, and 
to every hearer of the gofpel ; 1 will make an 
everlafling Covenant with you, evqn the fure mer- 
cies of David: It can never be out of feafon for us 
to cut God’r Covenant upon a facrifice. All reafon- 
ing therefore, againft the feafonablenefs of this 
duty, is of the fame import, and deferves the 
fame reproof, as the reafonings of the carnal 
Jews, in the days of the Prophet Haggai, who 
faid, The time is not come, the time that the Lord’s 
}>oufe Jloould be built *. 

6. In a word, we may fee how fafe, and how 
proper an exercife it is, in fuch a day as this, to 
lay hold on God’s Covenant in the moft explicit 
manner ; and fo to enter ourfelves among the 
number of thofe faints, who have made a Covenant 
with God by facrifice. You have heard, that when* 
God came to plead his controverfy with a finful 
church and nation, his firft bufinefs was to gather 
fuch perfons to himfelf; that, being acquitted at 
his tribunal, they might be free from thofe dreadful reproofs, which he intended afterwards 
to reach to thole hypocrites and wicked perfons, 
who abounded in that church. We live in a part 
of the world, where the Church of God has been ihamefully corrupted ; and his anger provoked a- gainft 
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gainft' the generation, both by our own fins, and 
by thofe of our forefathers. Often and loudly 
has God threatened, to come out of his place, to 
punilh the inhabitants of our land for their ini- 
quity; and never did he threaten more loudly 
than at this day. If he Ihould proceed to put 
thofe threatenings in execution, who are like to 
be fafe ? Alas ! who Jhall live, when Cod doth this ? 
The paflage before us affords a fatisfaftory anfwer. 
Only God’s faints, who have made a Covenant with 
him by facrifice. I dare not fay, that all fuch 
fhall efcape any fhare in the common calamity; 
but I have good authority to fay ; that they lhall 
be fo hid, in the day of the Lord’s anger, that 
nothing really hurtful lhall befal them. A thou, 
fund may fall at their fide ; and ten thoufand ly 
dead at their right hand : but it Jhall not fo come 
nigh them, as to do them any injury. The outward 
ftroke may; but that which, to all others, is the 
principal ingredient in the calamity, the vindidive 
wrath of an angry God, Jhall not once come nigh 
them *. 

We are far from faying that this lhall be the 
. cafe with public covenanters only : it fhall be fo, ■yvith all who are really within God’s Covenant; 
having laid hold upon it by faith. But we would 
not have you think, that, becaufe, if you are really 
within the Covenant, you are fafe; therefore you 
have nothing to do with the duty of entering with- 
in. the Covenant, publicly and explicitly. The 
more publicly and folemnly your acceptance of 
the Covenant is declared, the more honour you 
put upon the Cbvenant ; upon him who contrived 
it, and upon him who is the Head of it: the 

more 
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more fully and honourably you do confefs 
Chrift; the more honourably will he acknowledge 
and confefs you, in the day of his fecond coming, 
before his Father, and before his holy angels.  
Yea, we hefitate not to fay, the more fully and 
openly will he befriend you and proted you, in a 
day of public calamity. See to this purpofe what 
Chrift fays to the Church of Philadelphia, Rev. 
iii. xo. Becaufe thou haft kept the word of my pa- 
tience, I will alfo keep thee from the hour of temp- 
tation ; which fhall come upon all the world, to try 
them that dwell on the earth. Your being a public 
covenanter, if you take not hold of God’s Covenant 
by faith, will but place you among the hypocrites in 
Zion, whom fearfulnefs (hall furprize. But, on 
the other hand, your being within the Covenant 
by faith, will not entitle you to the accomplilh- 
ment of this promife, if you are an enemy to the 
folemn work about which we are met to-day. 
This duty feems, at this day, to be a principal ar- 
ticle of the word of Chrift’s patience. And if this 
is not kept by us, how can we expett, or with 
what confidence can we alk, that he fhould keep 
us in that hour of temptation ; which God threatens 
to fend upon thefe nations, to try all ranks of per- 
fons that dwell in Britain and Ireland ? 

idly, This fubjedt may likewife be improved, 4 for Trial. It is of the utmoft confequence for 
every one who hears the gofpel, not only to be 
among thofe faints, who have made a Covenant 
with God by facrifce; but alfo to know that they 
are fo. I prefume you are all externally and vi- 
fibly in covenant with God: having been initiated 
into God’s Covenant by baptifm. Moft of you have 
profeffcd to confirm the Covenant by facrifice at the Lord’s 
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Lord’s table ; and not.a few of you have openly 
avouched your acceptance of the Covenant, by 
public fwearing to the Lord of Hofts. But all this 
length you may have come, without being faving- 
ly inflated in the Covenant by faith. And if this 
is the cafe, all will avail you nothing. Try your- 
felves, therefore, whether you are among thofe 
whofe character is drawn in the text; or not. Let 
intended covenanters, efpecially, try thomfelves. 
If you have not already taken hold of God’s Cove- 
nant, there is reafon to fear that you may not do 
it,—even when profelfing it with your hand lifted 
up unto God. And, in that cafe, your fwearing 
to God will be the grofleft perjury. You will ex- 
pofe yourfelves to the moft dreadful of thofe pu- 
hiihments, fhat a holy and jealous God has, in re- 
ferve for the man that taketh his name in vain. 
Try yourfelves therefore before-hand. And, .for 
your afliftance, we fliall propofe to you, and we 
call you to alk at your own confciences as in the 
fight of God, the following queftions. 

J. Are you weary of the Covenant of Works ; 
fenfible of your danger while under it ; and fin- 
cerely defirous to be divorced from it ? To all 
who are under the law, as a Covenant, it faith; 
Curfed is every one that continueth not in all things, 
•which are luritten in the book of the law, tn do 
them*. Have you heard it fpeaking thus to you? 
Have you felt yourfelf incapable of fulfilling its 
demands; and therefore incapable of efcaping its 
curfe, unlefs in a way of being totally delivered 
from its power ? And are you freely willing to 
deal with God on another footing ? Having feen 
your own righteoufnejfes to be as flthy rags, are 

G you 
* Gal. iii. 10. 
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you willing utterly to renounce them; and to give 
up with all expectations of any good from that 
quarter ? So are all that have made a Covenant 
with God by facrifice. 

2. Are you fatisfied of the vanity of all at- 
tempts to make a Covenant with hell and death ? 
The Prophet Ifaiah fpeaks of fome who faid; We 
have made a Covenant with death, and with hell are 
at an agreement *. The meaning is; they rec- 
koned themfelves as fafe from the ftroke of death, 
and from the pains of hell, as if they had been in 
league with both. They were perfons obftinately 
bent upon finful courfes; and poured contempt 
upon all the threatenings of hell and death, de- 
nounced by God againft fuch as they were. But 
the Lord tells them by the Prophet, that their 
Covenant with death fhould be difannulled; and 
their agreement with hell fhould not fiand\. i. e. 
He would effeftually convince them, that they 
were in danger both of death and hell; and let 
them fee that they had no way of efcaping mi- 
fery, but by becoming friends with him.—Now, 
the condition of thefe men was precifely your 
condition by nature. And, if ever you was 
brought within the Bond of God’s Covenant, you 
have been convinced of the truth of what God 
faid to them, as applicable to yoUrfelf. You have, 
therefore, given up with all hope of ever efcaping 
hell, or enjoying comfort in death unlefs; in the 
way of being in covenant with God, on the foot- 
ing of the facrifice of Chrift. 3,. Have you been determined to confider the 
offers of God’s Covenant, in the gofpel, as made 
to you; and to welcome them accordingly ? Per- fons 

Ifa. xxviii. 15- t Ver. 18. 
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Tons in a natural eftate, however much they are 
convinced that God fpeaks in the gofpel to Tin- 
ners, they never confider him as fpeaking to them- 
felves. They cannot deny that the Covenant of 
Grace is exhibited to all the hearers of the gofpel 
in general; but they never attend to it, as exhi- 
bited to them in particular. Hence, they ftill put 
away from themfelves what God gracioufly brings 
near to them ; and refuff to make a Covenant with 
him by facrifice, through their not viewing him 
as willing to make an everlafting Covenant with 
them. But, if you have any faving intereft in 
God’s Covenant, you have heard him fpeakipg to 
you in the gofpel offer-, as exprefsly and particu- 
larly, as if no perfon on earth had any thing to do 
with that gracious offer but yourfelf. You con- 
fider the Covenant as offered to you ; and be- 
lieve that God is as willing to admit you to the 
full enjoyment of all its rich contents, as ever he 
was to admit any other of Adam’s family. 

4. Have you got a difcovery of the Covenant 
of God, which the gofpel exhibits, as well order- 
ed in all things, and Jure ? Have you feen it, and 
do you ftill efteem it as a contrivance every way 
worthy of God, and every way fuitable to your con- 
dition? Are you fatisfied that there is nothing want- 
ing in it which it ought to have, or would be the 
better to have ? Are you convinced that it contains 
nothing which ftiould be, or can be, a wanting } And are you pleafed with it juft as it is ? You have 
heard, that all the terms of it were fixed, and 
that unalterably, by God himfelf, from eternity; 
and that nothing can now be added to it, or taken 
from it. They who are ftrangers to it, would 
ftill be at having it altered and new-modelled. 
Some things which they fee in it, they would have 

taken 
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taken away. Some new articles they would have 
added. And much about it they with to have 
changed, or amended. But if you are interefted 
In it, it will pleafe you better as it is than it 
could do in any other form. You wifh for no 
amendments; but are difpofed to fay m the laft 
words of David, Altho* my boufe be mt fo with 
God as it ought to be ; yet he hath made with 
Chrift, and •with me thro’ him, an everlajiing Co- 
venant, ordered in all things and Jure : 7his is 
all my falvation, and it is all my define *. 

5. Are you prefently willing, through the Grace 
of God, to embrace the Covenant, as it is offered 
to you in this gofpel. Perfons may be long 

' enough before they can determine as to the time 
part, whether ever they have taken hold of the 
Covenant in earneft, or not; if they confine their 
enquiries to the part time. The readieft way to 
come to a conclufion about your iutereft in the 
Covenant, is to examine your prefent difpofition. 
The moment that a perfon is brought within the 
Bond of the Covenant, a difpofition is given him 
by faith, to give his confent to the Covenant as 
offered to him in the gofpel. And ever after- 
wards, however far the exercife of this faith may 
be to feek ; the habit, or difpofition, hill remains. 
As the offer continues ftill to be made to him, as 
well as others ; he is ftill difpofed through divine 
Grace, to give his confent anew : And by repeat- 
ed aftings of the fame faith, by which he took 
hold of the Covenant at the firft, to renew his 
acceptance of it from time to time. Inftead, 
therefore of wearying yourfelf with fruitlefs en- 
quiries, about what you have been, or what you 
Redone? fay, What are you difpofed to do 

2 Sam. 
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nrjJ ? How do you relifli the propofal that God 
makes to you juft now ; of making, -with you an 
everlajling Covenant, even the fare mercies of Da- 
vid ? Upon fuppofition that you was a ftranger 
to the Covenant till this moment; if you are 
difpofed now to confent to this gracious propofal, 
if you do but defire to confent to it; however 
weak that delire is, if it be real and unfeigned, 
you thereby enter into Covenant with God. But 
if you have no difpofition now, to confent to the 
offered Covenant; it is a fad evidence, that you 
never confented before. You are ftill in the gall 
of bitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity. 

6. In taking hold of God’s Covenant, and in- 
termeddling with the promifes of it; is your eye 
ftill fixed upon the facrifice of Chrift as the foie 
ground of your accefs to the Covenant itfelf, and 
as the only foundation of your claim to any part 
of its rich contents? You have heard, that no per- 
fon can be taken into Covenant with God but on 
this footing. And if you are truly within the 
Covenant, you are fatisfied that it Ihould be fo. 
The man who pretends to lay hold on God’s Co- 
venant, or to look for the accomplilhment of any 
of its promifes, without any confideration of this 
wonderful facrifice ; is really the perfon repre- 
fented by the man without the wedding garment, 
in the parable of the marriage-feaft *. And 
therefore, fuch a man’s claim muft be reje&ed in 
heaven; and himfelf is in danger of being caft 
into utter darknefs, where is eternal wailing and 
gnafhing of teeth. But your claim to the Cove- 
nant of Grace, or to any thing that k contains, 
lhall afluredly be fuftained ; if you come to the 

rich • Matth. xxii. II, 12, 13. 
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rich banquet covered with the wedding garment 
of imputed righteoufnefs: and holding Up to God 
the facrifice of Chrift, as the fure ground of your 
hope ; faying as David,—Behold 0 God our fhield, 
and look upon the face of thine anointed*. 

7. In one word, are you faints? The two 
branches of the charafter in the text are of equal 
-extent. As all the faints have made a covenant 
"with God by facrifice j fo all who have made a 
Covenant with him in this manner, are faints, or 
hol^ perfons. Are you therefore carelefs about 
holinefs, if you could obtain happinefs without it ? 
Are you willing to live in fin, if you might do fo 
with impunity ? Do you think yourfelf holy 
enough ? Or do you apprehend that you can 
make yourfelf holy when you pleafe; by a reforma- 
tion of your life, or by abftaining from thofe fins 
to which you have been habituated ? In any of 
thefe cafes,yon may be aflured, you are no faints; 
and therefore, you are none of thofe who have 
made a Covenant with God. But you are doubt- 
lefs in covenant with him, if you daily prefs after, 
conformity to his image ; and that from a fincere 
love to the beauty of holinefs : if you hate fin for 
its native deformity, and lothe yourfelves on ac- 
count of it: if you daily mourn on account of the 
remainder of unholinefs, both in your nature and 
pra&ice ; and pour out your complaint before the 
Lord on that fubjett. You are faints indeed, if, 
with, a view to make' dajly progrefs in holinefs, 
you aim at drawing cotrthmt fupplies of grace and 
ftrength from him, who, of God, is made unto us, 
not only wifdom and righteoufnefs ; but alfo Jantti- 
fication and complete redemption. 

Pfal. Ixxxiv. 
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^dly, The fubject might be improved for ex- 

hortation. It affords various exhortations, to va- 
rious forts of perfons. 

i. To all the faints of God, who have made a 
Covenant with him by facrifice. Let fuch be ex- 
horted, to live conftantly upon the proviiion that 
is made for them in the Covenant. Keep the 
great and precious promifes of it ever in your 
eye as the ground of your faith, and of all your 
hope for time and for eternity. And fee*hat 
you draw from thence all your neceffary fupplies, 
by the conftant exercife of an appropriating faith. 
Be much employed in contemplating the riches, 
the fulnefs, the freedom, and the inviolable liabi- 
lity of the Covenant. This will furnilh you with 
comfort and encouragement under your heavieft 
trials with courage and holy boldnefs in your 
fharpeft conflicts, with ftrength fufficient for the 
moft difficult parts of your work ; arid with holy 
filial confidence in your approaches to God, even 
tho’ iniquities prevail againft you. Make daily 
ufe of the facrifice of Chrift ; as that by which 
alone the Covenant is ratified beyond a poffibility 
of violation, either on God’s part or on yours. 
This alone can fecure you againft all that wrath 
which is due to you for your daily fhortcomings 
in the payment of your vows ; and maintain, invio- 
late, your federal relation to God, notwithftanding 
all partial breaches of Covenant on your part. 
And, as you are daily finning, you will find daily 
need of it for this purpofe. In a word, be more 
and more careful every day, to be faints; and to 
live as becomes that charafter. To this you are 
bound, in the ftrongeft manner, by that Covenant 
in which you ftand related unto God. And the 

fame 
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fame everlafting Covenant infures your fuceefs in 
all fuch endeavours. Go forward, therefore, in 
the way of holinefs; travelling towards the place of 
-which the Lord hath faid, I will give it you, in an 
unfhaken dependence upon covenanted grace. And 
thus, though you pafs through the valley of weep- 
ing ; and fuch will this world ever be to you : yet, 
you Jhall go from flrength to flrength, without ei- 
ther fainting or being weary; until every one of 
you appear before the Lord in Zion. 

2. To thofe who have a view, this day, to a- 
vouch the Lord to be their God, and themfelves 
to be his people ; by openly recognizing and de- 
claring before the world, their acceptance of God’s 
Covenant, as ratified and confirmed by the facri- 
fice of Chrift. Our advice to you, covenanter,— 
Nay, rather the advice of God, in the text, con- 
fifts of the three following articles. 

(x.) Be fure that you have fome competent ac- 
quaintance with the nature of the duty you fet 
about,- as it has been explained above. Every 
oath Ihould be fworn in judgment, as well as in 
truth and righteoufnefs. Much more Ihould this 
be the cafe, when you fwear to the Lord of Hofis, j 
as well as by him. If you really apprehend that 
you have any thing elle to do this day, but ex- 
plicitly to lay hold of the Covenant of Grace in 
both its general parts; confenting that God be 
your God, and that you be among his people : If 
you confider the Covenant of duties, as a Cove- nant really different frpjn God’s Covenant of 
Grace ; if you apprehend that it lays you under 
any obligations, which the Covenant of Grace 
lays not upon you ; or, if you expeft to perform 
your vows, any otherwife than in the way of God’s accom- 
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accompli Ihing to you the promifes of his Cove- 
nant ; then yon are really ignorant of the nature 
of that work which you propofe to fet forward 
in : And you cannot proceed but at your peril. 
I prefume, there are few children in this aflembly 
who have not learned to tell us, that there are on- 
ly two Covenants by which men can be related 
to God ; the Covenants of Grace and of Works. 
But if our Covenant of Duties is really diftinft 
from both thefe; then, befides thefe two Cove- 
nants of God’s making, there is alfo a third that is 
of man’s making. There can be no Covenant 
where there is not the confent of two covenanting 
parties. The Covenant which we this day a- 
vouch, is confeffedly between God and us. But, 
if it is diftinft from the Covenant of Grace, where 
has God given his confent to it ? Or how can we 
expett that he will ? W ho dare have the blafphe- 
mous boldnefs, to require, or to expeft his con- 
fent to any Covenant that is not of his own making, 
of his own propofing ? There is no' other facri- 
fice by which we can make a covenant with God, 
but the facrifice of Chrift : And that facrifice is 
adapted for the confirmation of no other co- 
venant, but God’s Covenant of Grace. And, 
therefore, if your work this day be in any de- 
gree acceptable to God, it muft be neither more 
nor lefs than what this text exprefies ; the cut- 
ting °f God's Covenant upon a facrifice. (2.) Be fure, both in the making and in the 
payment of your vows, to make a proper improve- 
ment and ufe of the facrifice of Chriit; as the on- 
ly ratification of the Covenant, on God’s part, or 
on yours. This facrifice is the only ground upon 
which the Covenant is offered to you : And it is the 
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only ground upon which it can be accepted by 
you. It is your only fecurity for the accomplifli- 
ment of God’s engagements to you: And it is 
God’s only fecurity for the performance of your 
engagements to him. That it is your fecurity for 
the accomplifhment of God’s protnifes to you, can- 
not be doubted ; for it fulfilled the whole condi- 
tion upon which their accompliment depends : 
And it is not lefs true, that it is God’s fecurity 
for the payment of your vows to him ; for thefe 
vows can only be performed by ftrength commu- 
nicated tO' you from Chrift, as the Adminillrator 
of the Covenant. And, furely, Chrilt’s fulfil- 
ment of what he undertook as the Surety of the 
Covenant, contains an inviqjable fecurity,—that he 
will likevvife accompliih what he has in commiflion 
as the Adminiftrator of it: and fb will ftrengtken 
you in the Lord, and in confequence of your inte- 
reft in his facrifice ; in fuch a manner, that, ac- 
cording to this day’s engagements, you Jhall ftill 
'walk up and down in his name *. If you lofe 
fight of this facrifice, you have no fecurity 
left for the fulfilment of the Covenant. \ou 
have no other poflible method of having your Co- 
venant ratified. Of confequence, no covenant can 
be made between God and you ; or if you pre- 
tend to make it, it cannot be ratified in heaven : 
And therefore, it cannot ftand. 

(3.) Be fure to maintain a firm dependence up- 
on the grace exhibited in the Covenant, both for 
vowing and for paying, You have heard that 
our engagements, in taking hold of God’s Cove- 
nant, muft be profeffions of our faith ; as well as 
of our refolution. You have heard that our en- gagements 

* Zech. x. 12. 
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gagements to God, are included in God’s engage, 
ments to us’. He has gracioufly promifed that we 
ftiall do all that we promife, thro’ his grace, to do. 
And he it is that mult accomplilh the whole; doing 
all our works in us, and for us, and by us. And if you 
are rightly exercifed ; as you refolve only to fay and 
fwear what God has faid and fworn before you ; 
your dependence, both in fwearing, and in perform- 
ing unto the Lord your oath, will be upon him only :' 
believing that he who faid it firft, and not you 
who only fay it after him, will afluredly make it 
good. Among the other promifes to which you 
are this day to fay Amen, tljere is one that may be 
of peculiar ufe to you on this occafion. It had a 
primary relation to the Egyptian Church, in the 
firft ages of Chriftianity ; but it looks alfo to every 
Chriftian Church, in every age, and in every 
place ; and to every member of every Church to 
.the end of the world. You have it, Ifa. xix. 21. 
They jhall vow a vow unto the Lord, andJhall per- 
form it. You are altogether unfit for the work 
in which you are going to be engaged, if jou are 
not fenfible that, of yourfelf, you can neither 
vow nor pay ; and that the whole bufmefs will be 
marred in your hand, if you are not ftrengthned for 
it by the grace of God. In this promife, that veiy 
grace is exhibited which anfwers your prefent ne- 
ceffity. Though you can neither vow nor pay ac- 
ceptably, .God has faid you (hall do both. Surely 
he who has faid it, is able to make it good : And he 
will do it, urilefs your unbelief provoke him to 
make you kmvj his breach of promife*. Go for- 
ward, therefore, in the work of this day, and in 
the work of every future day of your life, accord- 

ing * Numb. xiv. 34. 
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ing to this day’s engagements; in the Jlrerrgth, 
the covenanted ftrength of the Lord your God; ma- 
king mention of his righteoufnefs, even of his only f. 

3. We juft conclude with a word to thofe who 
are hitherto ftrangers to God’s Covenant; and 
perhaps never entertained a ferious thought a- 
bout making a Covenant with him by facrifce. O 
wretched anfl miferable fmner, (for wretched and 
miferable you are, whatever be your deluded ap- 
prehenlion about your own condition) ; confider 
what is the footing upon which you ftand with 
God. There are but two Covenants that ever 
God propofed to mankind : And every fon and 
daughter of Adam, is under the one or the other. 
While you are a ftranger to the Covenant of Grace, 
you are fall bound by the Covenant of Works : 
And very dreadful muft the confequences be, if you 
continue under it. To all the happinefs promifed 
in the Covenant of Grace, you muft, for ever, be 
a ftranger. And for ever muft you be fubjedt to 
all the curfes denounced by the Covenant of Works 
againft the tranfgreflbr. Never will you be able 
to perform that perfeft obedience which this Co- venant demands. If you foolifhly dream that you 
can ; yet, how will you fatisfy for the fins that 
your confcience already charges upon you ? What 
will you do then when God comes out of h\s place, 
to punijh the inhabitants of thefe finning lands for 
their iniquity ? If he does fo in your day, you muft 
be fubjeift, not only to the outward flroke ; but 
alfo to that wrath and curfe which lhall accom- 
pany it, to thofe who are enemies to God. What will ye do in the folemn day, when the glori- 
ous Head of God’s Covenant lhall dyne to tak# veil' 
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vengeance on them who know not God, and 
who, obey not the gofpel? Unlefs you are in Covenant with him, and with God through him, ■you muft be joined in the confpiracy againft 
him. And how wdll you bear the ftroke of that 
weighty rod of iron, which lhall eternally break 
you in pieces as a potter’s vejjel ? Then you will 
find no poflible way to efcape ; but hitherto there 
is. The facrifice of Cbrift is in your offer, as the 
ground of your admiffion into a Covenant-relation 
to God. God’s Covenant of Grace is in your offer, 
as ratified and confirmed by this facrifice. Whatever 
you are, or have been ; if you are a defendant of 
Adam, God has-no objections againft your ad- 
miflion within the Bond of his Covenant. And 
furely you can have no relevant objection againft 
taking hold of it. Whatever your objections be, 
and whether you will hear or forbear; be it known 
unto you, that God is really and prefently filing 
to every foul, among you, what he fafcl loiig^ago 
by the mouth of the Prophet Ifaiah : Incline your 
ear, and come unto me ; hear and your fouls fball 
live ; For I will make an everlafting Covenant with 
you, even the fare mercies of David. The Lord 
determine you to embrace his call, and fo to make 
a Covenant with him by facrif.ce. Amen. 

FINIS. 
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