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T O T H E 

R E A E loo 
PERHAPS it may be thought fomewhat orange; 

how a fermon of that great aad good man, 
Mr James Guthrie, once minifter of Stirling, fliout3 
come abroad about 77 years after his death, he having 
been crowned with martyrdom in the year 1661. The 
occafion of its feeing the light is as follows : Jamiary 
this fame year, I had occafion to be in company with 
my worthy and dear father and colleague, Mr Alexanr 
d:r Hamilton, in the mznfe of Stirling, a few days bc. 
fore his departure to glory. And having heard that: 
the fermon'was in his hand, I took occiGon to enquire 
at him about it. He told me, that it was not itt pre-
fent in his cuftody, having lent it out to a Chriftian 
friend about eighteen miles diftance; but allowed me 
to fend for it; adding, that he would be well pleafedE 
it were publifhed. I afked him further, of the way 
he calve by it ? To which he replied, that for what: 
he knew, it had lien in the clofet of the roora 
where he and I were fitting, fence Mr Guthrie's in.-
susnbency, until one day he' fell upon it, as he was 
turning over fome old papers, which had lien there he 
knew not how long. 

Sonic days after Mr I-Tamilton's death, .1 -mote 
for it accordingly. And that fame authentic copy 
writ, as I was told, by Mr GuthriPs own hand, 
goes to the prefs. The only reafon of its lying fe 
long in obfcurity befide n1e, is the throrl of vthtr 
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q. '?°o the Reader. 

-work 't'I;ch rect-I arily devolved upon me in th,5 
place, after'the lofs of my brother colleague, Hill 
%ntending, when time allowed, to fay fomething by 
way of preface: but the fame 4rait continuing upon 
me, I am obliged afte-z all, through the importunate 
cries of many who have heard of it, to let it go with 
Faring little or nothing. Only I regard: it as a piece 
of honour put =,ipon me in holy providence, not on-
ly to be the unworthy fuccefi'or of that great man, 
out the publiflier' of the laic fermon that ever he 
preached in the 'pulpit of Stirling: where it is my 
defire, the fame teftimony of Jefus, for which he fa -
fered into death, may be maintained unto the latefl 

WEit.may, be in the womb of this providence of the 
.refurre4lion of Mr Guthrie's ]aft fermon in Stirling, 
after it has been zo long buried with himfelf in the duff 
and rabbi n, God only knows, and time muff difio-

i tier: only ccnTidcring th-. way of its refurrecItion and 
convey once, it looks like a rry from the dead, to the 
W-liile lane; but in a particular manner, to the con-
gregation of Stirling, upon .vhofe watch towers it was 
clelieered. 
I have. thought the manner of the conveyance of 

this fermon to public view at this time of day, one 
of the curious links of the great- chain of divine pro-
vidence. , The-reverend 1VTr Alexander Hamilton, 
when lie was but a youth at the college of Edin-
burgh, from a juft regard he had to , the memory 
pf Mr" Guthrie, . and the caufe in which he fuffered, 
ivas excited at the p.cril of *his life to take down with 
bis own hand Mr. Gut.irie•s head from the Nether-
bow-Port of Edinburgh, where it had flood as a. 
public_ fpc(Racle for about tkvent}' feven or ,twenty 
eight years. The very fame perfon is ordered thir-
t•7 eig,ht.years thereafter to fucceed him in the mi-
riftry, and uphold his tefftimony in the pulpit ofr 
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To tre Reader. 

.Stulirg for the (pace of twelve years. And although 
a good many minifters, both of the prefbyterian and 
epifcopal perfuafion had pof cfi-ed the manfe of Stirling 
fence the death of Mr Guthrie; yet none of them a.e 
direaed to difcover his ftarewel fermon in Stirling, tin-
till the fame hand is employed, which was honoured 
to take down his head, and to give it a decent and ho-
nourable burial, 
I make no doubt, but the. above remark will appear 

tvhimfical and contempti'ale, as well as the fn-non it. 
m Pelf in the eyes of a generation cf me:- in our day, 

9 who are -,vii'e in their own eyes :' but ivhatever may 
be the fentiments of men, whofe , minds the god of 
{ this world bath blinded ;' yet the work of the Lord 
is honourable and glorious, and will ' be fought out 
of all them that have pleasure therein. Whofo is 
wife, and obferveth thsfe thingr,, even they fhall un-

' deroand the loving-kindnefs of the Lord.' But how 
"awful is the certification to thofc, wbo- Phut their eyes 
I and ears againo the appearances r:f God in his provi-
fi dential difpenfations ? Yfalm xxviii. s. ' Becaufe they 
III ` regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operations 
p of his hand, he (hall deftroy them, and not build 

As' kopq;iavc 1.-en longing and crying Uor the 
publicaticn of fe: on; fo I am apt to, believe, 
jfome others will wifh, that it had been buried in 
'filcnce for ever. Neither needs this appear orange. 

its teflimony when alive, tormented the men who 
hen dwelt upon earth to that degree, as to oonc 

it 

great feer in Ifrael, and afterwards to imbrue 
i[heir hands, in his blood: and therefore, it cannot 
e very cafy or pleafant to thofe who are treading 
n the fame ceps, by attempting the burial of that 
-aufc and work of reformatic,n for which lie fuller-
°d martyrdom, to hear his voice cr•irg from under 
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$ `To 4lg Rea:ltr. 

the alter.or his dying tenimony _again f}ariaig them op4 
only in the face. 
I make no doubt to fay, it was the tcfcimcny of Je-

fus for which this faithful martyr Mr James Guthrie 
Cuffered: aWbat that teftimony was will partly cat} 
u th p from e, following papers, both of them compil-
ed by him, when dr$wing nigh to eternity. The 
fermon was preached, Auguft i 9th, i 66o. and h• 
imprifoned the Thurfday thereafter. The other pa. 
per is his fpeech'apon the fcaffold the year following.. 
By thefe and his other papers and contendings, con-
tained in Mr Wodrow's hiftory, I he being dead, qet 
fpeaketh' unto the-living. And it will be eafy for the 
judicious and ferious reader to difcern vvho are in-
our day bearing up, and vrho are bearing do-wn, 
and burying the saute for which .he contended untea! 
blood. 

There is a loud cry railed againft a few miniftcrJ 
who are aflociated together for reformat_ionAks if the7` 
were fchitrnatics and ieparatifls, though they%rcere at 
Erft fhiht out and fepar-ate from their brethren, becaufe 
they could not abandon the word of their teftimony, 
emmitted for the covenanted reformation of Scotland, 
fealed with the blood of this and many other worthies, 
But, in my humble opinion, thefe only ait"Acdeem-
ed feparatifts, be they few or many, whoMparate from 
the truth and who do not hold the Head Chris} Jeftis, 
and the order he hath eftablifhed in his houfe. It' 

been made evident iu a'printed aEi and teftimQny'„ 
,wherein the prefent judicat6rics, and the whole "land„ 
have departed from that truth and order. The only, •, 
thing demanded by thefe brethren, in order to a har- ', 

monious coaliti(nh, is the reformation of thefe corrupts 
tious, and a purging out of thefe fcandals by which the 
tt hole lump is in hazard of being leavened. Inllead, i 
of x cornpliancs with fo jaII azi reafaxaWc a -dcmanat 
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f:e Lea: r. 
:Irther and higher {ceps of defe&ion are every year 
one into, and meafures laid by the laft affembly for 
ut ying them and their testimony both. Whether 

this be a holding' faft deceit, and a refufin- to re— 
turn to the Lord, is eaff to judge. And, in this 
cafe the cornniand is plain, Jer. xv. i q. Let 
them return unto thee, but return not thou unto 
them.' ii 
When the reformation of corruptions, and the 

purging out of evident fcandals is the only condi-
tion dennanded, what can be the reafon that it is 
not granted? One of the two it muff needs be, 
viz.. either becaufe the judicatories will not, or 
elfe becaufe they cannot r6orm. If it be becaufe they, 
gill not they are to be withdrawn from as wicked. If 
it be becaufe they cannot, or want power, it fays, the 
keys of difcipline is taken from them, and that they 
are not Chrift's officers and Rewards. The difcipline 
of ChriA's appointment mutt needs be aiufficient means 
for Xhe prefervation and reformation of his own houfe. 
In both thefe cafes, the judicious Gwen is of opinion, a 
church is to be feparate from. The reafon is . plain, 
beca fieflie is feparate from the Head, whom we are 
to list at any rate, though it.were to the loft of corn-
7rrivniou with the whole world. 
I am apt to -think that the two horns of the above di..; 

lenima, are fufTicient to overthrow Mr Currie's volu-
minous effay upon feparation. By which, in }he op-
pinion of many, he has deftroyed thefe things which 
he formerly built up. But the fallacy and weaknefs of 
}iis reafonings, and the injuries he has done, both to 
a6ls of aiffemblies, and particular authors, I hope, in 
a fhort time may be fufhciently expofed. Had I beet 
favoured with a fight of the manutcript before publics. 
tion, and a few hours converfe with my dear brother, 
ucordiDg to wonted intimacy and freedoms withettt 
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t To the Rezler. 

boaf}ing, I perfuade myfelf; it had never feen the light. 
I value the man, I am forry for his condua; and 
,pray for his recovery. But want of time, as was 
hinted above; and fear of fwelling the pamphlet, o- 
bliges me to forbear several other things I inclined to 
fay. 
. That the fame Spirit of God, and of glory, which 
onabled the Nvorthy author of the following papers to 
contend unto death, for the royal prerogatives of his 
reat Ma:lcr, the only Head, King, and Lawgiver of 
is church, may in the perufal of his following tefti:-

monies, enter into the foul of every reader, is the pray= 
cr and defire of him who is 

Stirling, Aug- Y4. 
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Thine in the work of the gofpel 
of Chrifl Jeflas, 

F. .$•YeRSllt`I• 
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Preached it Stirling, by Mr James Guthrie.' 

On the Sabbath-dap in the forenoon, being the t gtli 
of Eluguft, x 66o. Upon the .22d  verfe of the xiv. 
chap. of Matthew. He did alfo read the z3d and 
i4th verfes of the fame chapter : but had not occa-
lion to preach any more : he being imprifoned the 
Thurfday thcreafter: 

Text: * Afatth. xiT. zi, - 3; 2 }. 

Ai-dJlraiohtluay •ifu con in his direiptef to get iota 
s jbip, and go before  kim unto the other fide, -voile he 
f nt the multitude a-vay. And when he had f nt the -nu! 
titude away, he -vent up into a mountain apart to pray; 
and when the evening war come he -bat there alone. hue 
the fl5ip was now in the midit of the f  a, toyed wilb 
waver: for the mind war contrarys 

T T is of purpofe, and by choice, in iefererice to the 
j condition and trial of thefe times, we have refoly.; 
td, through the Lord's afliftanee, to fpeak fomewhat 
of this piece of trial, and of the ftorm wherev: itli the 
difciples of our Lord Jefus Chrift were exetcifed at fea, 
and the rather we have chofen to fpeak Somewhat of 
thefe words, becaufe they Wert the choice of a .very 
precious and worthy man, to fpeak in a day of trial] 
t mean, of that eminent fervant of God,' 1gha 'Knox, 

•' Mark ii. 46. John vi. i 6i 
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110111 tl:r. Lcrd did help to be a mofl eminent irjjrtt• 
m, nt of tii-•• whik of reformation in the church 
11(,311 nn. inut7h fraud on an-,r particular unfoliling,of 
th(- Lrra1WI[ces of t'_ie text, but take them,as they ly in 
order. 'T'l-ie thin- w;. dcfire you firfl to look to, is, 
lurx t'v- :1--i y that is recorded in thefe verfes, is knit 
Ni•ith theie that go before, for we will fiud them knit 
to_;eth..r by inany of the evannelift-, viz. the Rory of' 
0, glo•ie•.s miracles wrought by Jefus Chrift the Lord, 
i nfeeding fo many thoufands of people vvitli a few 
loaves, ,, and a. fc•v littler fitlres, after this that fad trial 
Nv111C11 the difciples met, with at fea : they are knit by 
tl•c evari-clift Matthew, Mark, and John, aft-r that 
the Lord Jefas Chrifl had preached to the people amit 
h;s difciples, and had fed many thoafands with a f w 
loa c: and a fcvr little fifhes, and had manifefted much. 
of his power, and glory, (` he conflrains his difciples 
C to get into;i, fhip, and to go before him unto the o-• 
ther fide, while he fent the multitude away,') lie fends 

his difciples to the fea, and the multitude avray, that 
they thould not for a feafon hear any more of his doc-
rrhie :end fee any more of.his mi-aclea, 

Th,it we may lay a foundation for fomewbat for your 
edification. Brit, It may be enquired, Why it is 
that he fends,away both his difciples and the multitude 
ac that time, and would have an irateri-uption of his 
doftrine and miracles, when l,e fends.. his disciples tw 
t'• fea, and the multitude to their own home ? If wa 
i_•,,:, the other evant clitts, we will find the catifes 
tlier;, enough, dark vi. 52. the caufe is given there;. 
why lr,: thus exercifed his difciples; ' For they eonfi 

d;:r.-d nor. the r:irstle of. the loaves, for their he: rts-
•' hardened.' Alheit, the .Lord Jefus Chrift had 
revcalel muci4 of hi, power and glory in the miracle of 
the loaves: y et,his diiciph!s did not duly confider them--
ol'- thereforche vt•ould needs e.+ercife them witli a ftorm, 
stud a terr. feft at sea, that they might both be taught. 
tit.the.knovr-ledge of their cnn wealtiefs, Arid a1fc• rni•ltt 
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'be'better fchooled in the fai•li of his power and ̀t c r*. 
The reafen why ' .he font the multitude a nay,' is flt 
down in the gospel written by Jchh, cl p. Y i. z C. A•' heir 
the multitude comes again, ° Verily, verily, I fay um-
' to you, ye feek me, not becaufe„yc ;'aw the miraci ,, 

c.s but becaufe yc did eat of the leaves, ard.were filled.' 
C. rrpare ittivith that . in the 15th vcrfe, " tij'1.en Jcfus 

Chrift perceived therefore that they would core and 
take him by force and make him a king, he depart-

'' cd again into a mountain himfelf alone:' Fe knc -/ 
j that for all that they had feen and:.ht..:rd .cf h±s *' cti"d 

and,,miracles, they were of a very carnal di'por i Vin, -,ntl 
G ; feekinv to eftablif!i thernfelve s carnal r r-oip::r'? yi ir.i 

peace : thercfcae hc,fGiit thews away for a ti:t c•. 
Frc1n the corineetion cf tli:fc tivo hi +ories, fans' frchl 

the fccpe of the whose, we offer you orie _mint ct doc 
trine; t1lat the Lore'. jefus Chrift is oft tirnes, avd oi-
dil.•rily plearcd after fuecial manifeC.aticr,s (-;f his pov•-
er an gicry in his church, and amongii his people, to 
exercife them witn fpecial pieces of trial, :ti'd moubl",5, 
arld flours. Afterhis doing cf great work f ,r tbcir 
• comfort, lie is ordinarily plcafed, to raife o;rt. t and 
dreadful ftorms a d tempeds,fcrtheir exercitr • r. ; trial. 
So here, .R hen he bath in a molt cc.mfortablc., and 
kindly ,,vay, banqueted them, and - revealed much of 
his power and love in fo doing, he fends fliom a storm 
and tempefl, on the back of it, and will have an in-
terruptiorr'of his doctrine andmiracles.for a time, -,ehere- 

,r in they are all like to be droumed 
r it Inflance. There are man inftarces in the word, 

of the Lord's dealing thus; lcok'in the books cf r4cl'% 
what follows on the back of that glorious deliverance, 
that the Lerd gave to the people of Ifracl out of L''L,,, pt; 
they arc exercised .}o years in the wilderness, in « l:ich 
they had many a fad day, ere they erne- ed"the land o€ 

• Canaan. 
2d Infl. The like we may fee in the church cr 

el, I ti alts. The Lord gave a great deliver 

r 
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(12) 
the Philiftines by the miniflry of hisfervart &amuel, and 
a glorious bleffcd work of reformation tycre was, but 
211 that was again deftroyed by the hand of Saul; and 
perfeeution ralfed againft the church of God. 

3d Infl. A third inftance ye -,vill find, if ye will read 
the hiftory of the reign of Hezekiah and Xinafleli 
kings of Judali, as it is. recorded in the fecond book of 
Chronicles; there was a great reformation in the days 
of Hezekiah, a covenant ftvorn by the king, princes, 
priefts, and the whole body of the land ; all corruption 
cart out, the pure worfhip and ordinances of God fet;i 
tip, but there was a dreadful trial by the hand of Sen-', 
nacherib ; fo fcarcely zras Hezekiah well in his grave, 
till ManafTeh fucceeds in his room, and brings in cor-
ruption} and perfecution, both at once. 

4th Infl. A fourth inftance was in the days of Jo-
fuli, liow much of the power, and glory of the Lord 
is manifefted ; but how lad a trial comes on the back 
of it, that the church feems to be wliolly defaced by the 
king of Babylon}. 

5th IV- A fifth inflance we will find, after tlie. 
r"eturn of Ifrael out of Babylon ; in the iv. of Ezra, the 
foundation of the Lord's lioufe is laid ; but in a little 
while the work is interrupted, till the fecond year of 
Darius the king, by the derifion and enmity of wicked 
nnen. 

6th Infl. , A like inftance you fhall alfo find in the 
New Teflament ; look what a length our bleffed Lord 
brought the work of the gofpel, but what follows i•t . 
the xvi.. of .john, 3 t fl and .12d  verfes, ' Do ye now be-

lieve ? Behold the hour cometh, yea, is now come, , 
that ye fhall be feattered every man to his own, and i 
fliall leave me alone,', •r: And he is crucified, and laid 

in his grave, and a. ftone laid on the grave's mouth 
and little appearance that ever there fhould have beer 
more mention of him in the land of the living. 

7th In.fl. .Then look another inftance in, the days o: , 
the I ' Of{lcst in the r, z, 3, 4, and s, chapters of Oit 
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Af}s, -,-,-fiat a bleRd reformation there was ; but ist 
khe clofe.of the vi: chap. and in the beginning of the 
Rth,, ye fee m-hat a fid interruption and fcattering there 
is in the church and peifecution railed againft it. • ? -

4th Ii fl. And as there are many initances .in the 
jwclyd, fo there are many inftances in. the Rory of the 
I church, many great things were done. by the apoflles, 

and a glorious reformation there was in the bringingin 
of the Gentiles ; btit how dreadful a perfecution is raif-
ed through'all the x• orld. , .. 

oth h fi. And there is a notable inflance- xvhen the 
Lord began to reform the church from the darknefs of 
popery, by that '%vortliy inftrument Luther: but 1l;ortly 
after, did not Charles the fifth raife a cruel war, againft 
all the princes of Germany, and raifed cruel editts a-
gainft all that clave to the church. 
i oth Inj?. And + alfo, in the days of kin; Edward 

the fixth, that good prince, what a glorious work was 
in England ; but few years after that godly prince di-
rd, queen Mary fucceeds, brings in popery, and raifes 
a bitter perfecution a gainft the faints of God. 
1 ith Infl. And ye'canrot be fo great ftrangers to 

-your own condition at home ; how fad an interruption. 
the work of reformation met with from the prelates .not 
.long ago._ 

So that .there is nothing  more ordinary in the church 
than after the Lord has communicate himself in a fpe-
cial way in his power and glory, than to -elercife them 
%vith fad [forms and tempefts on the back of it. 

Concerning this diipenfation, •;'e -%v uld 6r.1}, enquire 
1 little into the grounds and reafons of it, -kvhy the Lord 
fees it fit to do fo ? Next, into the kinds of it, or inwhat 
several ways it is, that he fees it fit to do fo? 

For the reafons, grounds, and caufes of it, we fhall 
not fpeak of many, thougli .many might be fpoken of; 
but thortly touch fome of the molt common and obvi-
pus. 

tit I?eajrm. Piro, The Lord makes Lrji a chargin; 

e. 



1( 14 ) 1 
•iflis dealing :with his church, for the chaftifing of his 
fin,  and correFring of their iniquity. A people to 
whom he nlanifefts himfelf in his power andglory, and 
anercy, and truth, do not always behave tliemiclves 
as they ought to do, but even while he is dealing kind-
ly with them, they domali ways provoke hint to wrath..E 
Therefore God, for correcting their fin, and chaf{ifing 
their iniquity, brings troubles and ftolms upon them. 
In the xcix. Pfalm, the Lord is brought to take ven-
geance on the inventions of hi3 people in the wildernefs 
that yc may,underftandthis the better, look the lxxviii. 
P1alm, which is a clear commentary to this, where his 
trod..vherewith he punifhed that people in the A-iider-
n6s, and delayed their entrance into Canaan, and their 
iin both are let down: their unftedfaftnefs in the Lord's ; 
covenant. Ye may look fome of the proofs of .thefe 
fIls. 

1 ft Six. Firft, In the i oth and i 1 th verfes of Pf al. 
lxxviii. { They kept not the covenant of God, and re-
• fufed to walk in his law: and forgat his works, and 
wonders that he had fllewed them.' They were un-

fkdflft in the Lord's covenant. In the xix. and xx. 
chapters of Exodus, they entered in a molt fo1_emn co-
,venant with '.God, that all of them undertook to Rand 
to, and to pxove faithful therein ; but they kept not 
his covenant but dealt deceitfully in it, therefore he 
brought fuc`ll ftorms on them in the -vildernefst and fo 

along fufpcnded their entrance-in the promifed land. 
2d Sin. A fecond fin is, in the i 8th verfe, they fin-

sled yct more, I and tempted him in their hearts, by 
nfking meat for their luft;;. They are not fatisfiedwith 
things that God has allowed them, but Tufted after 
41range thinks, and became luftful in their appctitas : 
.therefore God4s wroth and exercifetll them in the"wil-
dernefs. 

3d Sin. A third fin is, in the 22d verfe, their dif 
fidcnce and unbelief ; they believed not God, and truf= 
attd not in his falvation; ` they put tempting queuions, 
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Concerning his power and goodnefs in the rcgtn verfe 
Can God furnifh a table in the wildernefs P There-

fore he thus exercifed them with ftorms. 
4th •Sin, A fourth fin is, they defpifed ancP under-

valued the precious manna which God iertt down from 
heaven, for feeding of them, Numb. xxi. S. ' Our 
fouls loathed this light bread. 

d 5th Sin. A fifth fin is, their murmuring, grudging 
anal repining againft God. 

6th Sin. A fixth fin is, their complaint of coming 
out cf Egypt ; their rebelling and fpeakiiig of a captain 
to return back again. t 

nth Sin. The laft fin is, their corrupting the wo:-
u fhip of God, and making a golden calf. And becanfe 
r• of thefe fins, the Lord is angry and correFteth 
u and chaftifcth them forty years long in the wilder-
• 
nefs. r 

zd Reafon. A fecond reafon is, the Lord's bring-
ing fad ftorms on the back oftgl'orious manifeflations 

., of himfelf in his word and works, is, for purging of 
his people. As lie will corrc& them, and have them 
to know the bitternefs of their fin, fo he will have them 
to be purged of it. There is a fad trial in the . xi. of 

•• Daniel, and this is given as the reafon of it; to purge, 
to try, to make white, in the 35th verfe, I And fonic 

< < of them of underftanding (hall fall, to try them and 
to purge, and to make them white, even to the time . 

c ' of the end: becaufe it is yet for a time appointed.' 
Theft is in the church and people of God, much dross, 
therefore lie fees it neceffary, they be put to the firer, 
for purging away of their drofs. 

3d Reafon. A thirdreafon wherefore the Lordbring,.i:, 
h fad ftorms, on the back of glorious manifeftations, of, 

himfelf, is, for difcovering and bringing forth the hy-
pocrites and fuch as are unfound, Daniel xi. 34. Many-
cleave to the Lord's people by flattery.: efpecially, it 
is fo, when the Lord- is eminently appearing, and re-
vvdinb himfelf gloriously is hie works; many theu wv , 
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slettake a profeilion in whofe hearts there is no fmceria 
ty and truth ; many then cleave to the caufc and work' 
of God by ilatter y, which his foul cannot endure; there 
fore he grins a winnowing fan, and lets them up be-
fore the win,i, that he m ay know who is chafFand •vIi(y 
is corn. .Pfal. cxxv..},,S. ' He doth good to thofe that 
' are upright in heart ;' but ' as for fuch as turn afide 
to crooked ways, the Lord fhall lead them forth with 

' the workers of iniquity.' _ Therefore for difcovery of c 
fuels, he f rids fad dorms on the back of reformation. 

Another reafon of the Lord's bringing fad ftorras"I 
and tempelts on his people, on the back of glorious I; 
maaif-Ytlations of himfelf, is, 'that lie may prove and 
take a trial of the integrity, frith and patience of his 
faints; and in trying of them to purehaife glory to him- . 
self, and a ame to them. i Pet. i. ' I. ' That the trial • 
of yourtli ( being much more precious than gold 
that peritheth, thoiig'a it be tried with fire, might 

• be found unto praife, anti honour and glory at the 
.appearing of J, GCas Cliriil.' 
;There is alfo a reafon, concerning Pdcerfarics, wlnch-

we fhall not now meddle with: 
But -we come to the fccond point, how it is, or in 

what feveral forts ofty.-iys it is, that tliz Lord is pleafea 
thus to difpertfe, I in-can to fend '1l:orms and trials on hi, 
fervants and people, immediately on the back of fome ' 
glorious appearance and notable works of kindnefs and 
mercy amongil: them. - There might be a great many-
ways named, ho-.v the Lord is pleaf'ed to do thus; we 
ih all name only (oar generals. 

Ot Way. Firfl, H,• does it fom_timc3 by interrupt-
ing ofhis work. - Thus lie di,f it in'that place cited be-
fore, Ezra iv. After the foundation ofth: Lord'shoufe 
is laid, a compare; of malignant men, en::mies to the 
poor people of God, and his work, who are exceeding 
iltnatisfied that the work of God should profiler, then 
come by all means to interrupt the work of.God ; and 

;ail by •Jat•zry; wl`.en they could >3o: pre Trey go to th;-
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ling' of Perf•a, and load the people cf Gory *Ith ftlf, 
of ) erfions, that they were about to rebel, & , by wv icti 
fub,=e:'tions they obtained letters from the king, com. 
itiarding them to c cafe building of thete'tnple,andwhein 
the copy of the king's letter was _ read, the,r made them 
to ceafc by fgrce and power, &c. 
. 2d T ay. A fecond way is, by co:.aaption, when he 
fsffers evil i,nftruments, not only to make an interrup- 
*ion; but to make a oerruption, fo to fpeak, and to 
iiingle thefe with the puiity of his ordinances and w&-' 
",lip.  God raifes up ill indruments to make people lick 
up the vomit of thefe corruptions, which have been for-
merly caf} out. There had been a bleffed reformation 
in the days of Hezekiah, and all corruption caa_ out, 
but all that corruption is brought in again in the days' 
of Manaffeh, and, more and worfe than evcr had been 
before. 

gd Way. A third way is, by deftruc'lion, fo to fpmk 
;iot only vvhcu tae work of reformation is interrupted, 
and corrupted, but %vhen it is deftroyed and taken at-, 
way. There is in the days of Zedekiah, a total de-
ftroying of the terrple, and all the work 

nth lf/ay. A fourth way is by perfecution to thcfa 
ihat cleave to the truth and work of God. Thus it was 
1h the day-, of the apoftles, &&s v. They fall on thn, 
minifters of the Lords houie, and flay fame of them 
v:-ith the- fword, and put others in prifcn ; I fo they could 

nest pr,-"' the word in Jerufalem.' Some ore or all 
of thefe ways, the Lord :cts on foot fuch difpenfati: as. 
r./1 Ufe. We would now fpeak femevrhat o£ the uf.. 

-vve would make of it. And, firf; •-Tt fay s this to us, 
that tre of tais'church and naacri would be looking for 
a ftorm : the Lord hath been gracioufly pleat d to 
snake glorioiis difcoveries of his power anj tncrcy in 
his word and works amongft us, now thefe many years 
wid even on that account, we would be looking for-a', 
form : and we fliall give you thcfc' fnv rv;kfow, whgraA' 
f GrIt V'_-, WO-0 I'&QVIL iCr it. 
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F rfl. Rezfor,. Decaufe, as I told- you, it is ordinary 
Vith God izi his difpenlitions to his people, to knit the 
two together, with great manifeflations of his inerty, 
to bring troubles, rempefts, and trials, as ye will find 
frequently in the word. • 
2d Reafr. A fecond reafon wherefore we would look 

for a ftorm, is, becaufe we are guilty oftliefe fins, that 
bring on ftorms on the church, and people of God. tiNfc 
have told you what dorms came on Itiael in the wiI-
dernefs, after their coming out of Egypt; and we have 
told you their fin that brought them .on ; unfledfaft-
nefs in the Lords covenant, murmuring againft God, 
€empting of God, difndcaee and unbelief; defpiting 
and loathing, of the precious manna, their rebelling a-
gainit God, their corrupting of the tvorthip and ordi-
nances of God, &c. See if we be not guilty of all 
thefe fins : kra:-re we not been unftedfaft in the covenant 
Is not the obligation thereof in great meafure forgot-
ten ? and who has remembered to perform his vow urt-
to the Lord, almolt in any thing, either in the nation, 
al, or folemn leagues and covenant ? Are we not guil-
ty oflufling, and not fatisfied with the things that Gol 
Bath given us, but the heart is carried away with the 
lull of the eyes, the lut} of the flefli and pride of life?' 
A.re we not gtrilty-of repining agaiafl: God? Are wo: 
not guilty of defpiiing and lothing the precious manta 
bf the gofpel? Are we not guilty of corrupting of the 
brdiaataces of God, and fn. oiling of many of his preci-
ous truths? .Andare'there not manyfpeaking of making 
a captain to return again to Egypt, and to involve them-
felves intrhe bondage of allthefe corruptions which have 
been formerly caft out, and engaged ag4aft in the co-
-venant ; and if for thefe things God brought florms on 
theni, how !Ball we avoid them. 
, 3d Reaf r. A third thing that fags there is a f}aorrn 

coming, is, becaufc thefea:nongft whom lie doth emi-
itently nTanifeft hinif ,lf, lie doth alfo emineptlytsy therm 
"t he may bring forth r;;rcir faith azad patience. WC. 
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Stave had trial3, but none •of us have refifled unto o e L", 
they. have been but frefh water . trials .o the, 
are not anfiverable to thefe eminent difpent,idurkS 
.joyetl. We have' but run with the foot-m-tr..,, an: 
have not yet contended with the horfe-men, we`!;avc 
not yet fwimmed in the fwellings of jo aaii, jar. 
Iii. S. 

4th Reafon. • A fourth thing that fays that there is 
a ftorm coming, .is, "beeaufe that there is a:n6ng us a 
huge multitude 6f hollow hearted men, joinec!, in the 
coven ar twith treacherous hearts, the Lord hath brought 
forth many of thefe already., but is like there will be 
more visible difcoveries, that will make men difocan end 
difavow the covenant of God. 

5th Reafon. Another thing that fay s ye would look 
for a ftorm, is, becaufe that is already begun: the 
wind of the Lord's fan is beginning to blow; fevcrals 
who were eminent in the work of the Lord are im- 
prifbned ; feveral ambafl'adors of the Lord's iioufe 
cart out; and loth not this fay'that there is a. I}orrn 
coming. 

6th Reafon. LaffIy, This Lys that ye ivould look 
for a ftorm, beeaufe all the wicked, and thefe that 
have been enemies to the people of God are already 
lifting up the head ; and that is ay the progroftic of a 
Rorm. 

Ufe a. The fecond ufe is, as we would look for a 
•ftorm, fo we would not ffumble at it when it comes 
beeaufe it is the work of our God, it is the ordinary 
path rod that the Lord ufes to tale or give in his dif-
penfations to his church and :people, sill of them we 
would beware of. I t 

Stupnhling I. The firft fturnbling of the chil-
hi cn of Ifrael that -we read •of, --lien ftorms were like 
to rife, they Rumble fo far as to fpeak of quitting of 
the work of the Lord, and not marching on fiuthcr 
to take poffeffion of the prornifed land: and the.-
-4peak of making a captain to return . back^ again t6 

C s 
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Egypt: we toould fear that that (hall be the flurs- -
bling of many in thefe times, that thcy (hall take a 
refolution to quit all the work of God, and the work of 
rcformetion, and be content to -be carried back again 
to thefe corruptions from whence they were, by the " 
mercy of God, delivered. That -.1s -a mofl dreadfid 
itmbling ; we warn you of it, and we bcieech you hk 

the name of the Lord to take heed to it. 
. Slimzbling 2. A second fort of that we would be- 
'rare of, is, the Rumbling of Doeg the Edcmite, 2 Sam; 
xxii. when a Rorm vms like to arife upon, the church 
and people.of God, he Humbles fo far at tliefe things, 
.as he falls to be an accufcr of thefe that had be--n em-
plo7 ed in the a ork of God, and walked in their inte-
Trity, to aceufe honeR holy David ; and from an ac- 
cufer came to be an open perfecutor of the pecple'of .1 
God. We would take heed, that for currying of fa- 
-rour to ourfelves, we he not accuf rs-of others : this is 
She way of many, in thefe nations, they know no othar 
way ofctirrying.of favour tothemfelves, but by becom. 
Inq accufers of the faints o£ God: look to. it; for in a 
while ye will turn open perfecutors : When none would 
fall on the priefls of the Lord, Doeg the Edomite, 
'sre_ he loH the favour lie had gotten, would fall on 
am he. 

ti1r r• blir; 3. A'third fort of Rumblin& that we 
•.v7ould bet•are of, is, the Rumbling of Shebna, 
treasurer or Peribe, Ilaiah xxii. when Sennacherib 
-invaded, Judah, though he pretended friendfl-Ap, yet 
lac in fecret way complied with Senriacherib, and 
!b far as in him lay fupplanted good king He:•ekiah, 
and the people of God; we would take heed c• 
that. 

Stx?-blrrsg 4. Another fort of Humbling t?aat we 
would beware of, ,is, that Humbling of Demas, 2 Tim. 
iv. io. who when a Ptorm arifes, he thought it nneet 
to fhift for .himfelf, and embrace this prefent world. 
Deinas has farfakcn us,' Pays Paul, " havuin f lovod 
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2: 
this prefent world a-nd is departed unto-1 heTalonica,' 

took we pray you: is tl is place, to that that is mof+b 
like to be your tzrr:ptatien, viz. the lull of the thing 
af, the world, if ye will prove fledfaft in the caufe -{;tit • 
ye have owned, and therefore we-would Rudy tq ;eve'' 
our hearts leofed from thefe things that •s'ill .;ra c yot• 
.humble in a Rormy .day. . . 

trembling 5. Another= fort of Humblin ,that vva 
would betrare of, is, the Hnmblirg of Baruch, Jer, 
xlv. 3.: when he and jereraiah were,like to be put to 
death, for the' caufe that they-were engaged .unto,: he 
fainted and was afraid; ' Wo is one,' Pays he, I fcr the 
Lord has added grief to my fcarow,- I fainted in 'n-,'y 

' fighing,, and I find no refit.' We would take heed 
that we faint not, neither be of'a fearful heart, ; owrk 
the caufe of God, and intcreH of Jefus Chrifl. Yea; tha: 
carnal fear carries Peter fo far as to deny his Lord and 
A•aHer. 

Stumbling 6. We would beware of the Humbling of 
Judas, who, whwn he got-tbe thing he would have been 
-;tt, by the .following of jefus Cbrift,• he rcfolves to be-
,tray his Mafter. Look that difappointments in fol-
lowing the caufe of Chrift,make younot turn treacher-
:Ous unto it. 

And laftly, We would beware of the fturnbling of 
the men of Judah, Jer. xliv. Jelremiah would have 
.:had them fraying in the land of Judah, and they would 
not, but would go down to the land of Egypt. And 
:they tell him, I It was better with us when we burnt 
,s incenfe to the queen of heaven, and poured out drivk- 
,offerings unto her, fcr then had we plenty of vitRuals, 
' and were well, and faw no evil.' We would take 
heed that nothing make us to call in queftion the caufa 
_r.f God that we have beeen engaged in. 

Ufe 3, , A third ufe, if it be fo, that tempefts and 
ftorms. arelike to blow, then tive would be careful to 
prepare for,thcnj, 
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A few thnngs'we would name, that we would look 
-zo for preparing of us. a. 

I. 'We would ftudy to have our fhip. a9 light of all 
unneceflary burdens, as 'we ca-n; I mean, all thing's of. 
-a pref=t 3rorld, all ,things betide God, and our precis .• 
ibuc fouls; we would have as little weight of thefe J 
things.on our fpirits as we mav, for they will fink.,our,(I 
chip in a ftorm. a,j 

2. We would be careful to make fricndfhip with Je-_l 
fus Chrift that blefred pilot, that we may, get him in. 
the fhip with us, for we are not able to fteer our chip in 
a ftorm. 

3. We would be careful to keep a low fail, to have 
your fpirits humble and low before the Lord, for the j 
humble foul is moft like to hold out, when the wind; 
and ftorm blow. 

4. We would be careful to get the knowledge of the 
caufe that we profefs ; for indeed a dark night is ill to 
fail in, when the wind blows, and whew there are quick 
fands before us. 
And Laflly, We would be careful to have our 

fhip well ballafted with the faith and patience of the 

faints. 
Ufe 4. We would confider what grounds of confola-

tion we (hall have for ftrengthening of our hearts, if 
we bide fait by the caufe of Jefus Chrift, for the bideing 
out of a ftorm, if ib be God be pleafed to bring it on 

us. 
We might name many, only at this time -take thefe 

few. The firft ground of encouragement, is, that 
you have a good caufe, I mean the caufe of God, and 
the intereft of Jefus; Chria, (peak againft it who will, 
forfake it who will, reproach it who will, doubtlefs, 

good is the caufe, the caufe is worth the contending 
for, worth the fulTering any thing that can come for 

it. 
z. Another thing to be a ground of comfort to us, 

-,is, as we have a good caufe fo we hare a good captain 

d 
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'Itoo, jeras Chrift the Lord, who is captain and prinet 
f falvation, who was never ,hut to the worfe, :md wha 

fits at the right hand of the hather,and will .reign there 
ill he make all his enemies his footflool. 4 
3 Another thing to be a ground of confolati6n tct 

lus, is, as we have a good caufe, and a good Captain, 
o we have good company too, all in whofe Hearts 'the 
ear of the Lord is in thefe three natioris,yea more -.ve, 
have all the faints that have lived fence the beginning 

0 f the world ; for all the caufe they have owned and 
fuffered for, is one and the fame, though'there be fun-

1, ay branches of it; we have alto our own experiences, 
a;id many things more of that rind. O that we knew 

•( ur privileges, for ftrengthning of our hearts to be An-
V .arc and ftedfak in his work. A,nd fo wc• clo:• 
I 
c 
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I P. JAMES GUTH RIE Ss lalt 
.1 
Speech upon the Scaffold, June 

1i1, ' 16 &1. 

E N and brethren, I fear many of you are corne 
hither to gaze, rather than to be edified by the 

-Carri.tge and lau words of a dying. man: but if any 
have an ear to hear, as I hope fame of this great con. 
fluence have, .. I defire your audience to a few --vords. 
I amcomehizher tolaydovcndhi earthly tabernacle anti 
:Mortal fieI of mine, and I blefs God, through his 
grace, I d:) it willingly and not by con[lraint. I fay, 
I faTer wailingly, if I had been fo minded, I might 
have -n.:,d. a diverfion, and not been a prifoner ; but 
being confcious to mrf if of nothing worthy of death, 
air of bonds, I would not ftain my innocency with the 
fivpicion of gailtinefs, by withdrawing: neitacr have I 
wanted opportunities and advantages to efcape fin_ ce I 
was a prifoner, not by the fault of my keepers, God 
knoweth, but othervritc ; but neither for this had I 
light or liberty, lc -,'t I ihould reflect upon the T ord'd 
name, and offend the generation of the righteous; and 
if fo:ne men have not been mi:laken, or dealt deceit. 
fully in telling me fo, I might have avoided not only 
the feverity of the fentence, but alto had much favour 
and countenance, by complying rrith.the courfes of the 
times. But I duril nctredeem my life wit i the lofs a 
.nzy integrity; God :now--th, I durft not; and that 
fince I wos a prifoner, he hash fo holden me by the, 
hand, that he never fuffered Tne to bring it in debate 
in my inward thoughts, .much Isfs to propone or hear. 
n Lo •np ®vesture of i akltii I did judge it bct.Cr 



t^ luffer, t'ian to fm : and therefore, I -= 6me lu: 
ther to lay down my life this day, and I biels God, I 
die not as a fool ; not that I have any thing- wherein 
to glory in myfelf: I acknowledge that I am a fanner, 
yea, one of the •greateft and vile& tliat lias oivned a 
profeflion of religibn, and one of the molt unworthy 
thatlias preached the gofpel. ray. comiptions have 
been flrong and inany, and have made me a finncr in 
all things, yea, even in follo-.,6ng +ny duty ; and, there- 
fore, righteoufnefs have I none of my own; all is vile. 
But I do believe I thatfefus Chrift came into the world 

. ' to five finners, of ivhcm I am chief':' through faith 
( in his righteoufnefs and blood have I obtained mercy ; 
r and through him, and in him alone, have I the hope 

bf a bleffed conqueft over fin and iatan, and hell and 
death, and that I (hall attain unto the refurre&ibn of ' 

i ' the juft; and be made partake: of c..rnal life. ' I 
• know in whom I have believed, and that he is able 

:. 1 to keep that which I have committed unto him a-
s gainft that day.' I have preached falvation through 
his name,,,and as I have preached,fo do I believe, and 
do commend the riches of his free grace and faith in 
his name unto you all, as the only way whereby ye can 

1 be faved. 
1 And, as I blefs thf- Lord that I die not as 1 fool,; 

fo alfo, that I die not for evil-doing,. Not a.few of you 
in4y haply judge that I finer as a thief, or as a mur-
derer, or as an evil-doer; or as a bufy-body in other 
inens matters. It was the lot of the Lord Jefus Chrift 
himfelf, and liath been -of many of his precious fcrvants 
and people, to fufi'er by the world as e• it-doers ; and 
•as my foul fca.reth not at it, but defireth to rejoice in 
being bronblitinto conformity with my bleilcd head, 
and io blefl'ed a company, in this thing ; fo I defereand 
dray, that I may be to none of you to day, upon this 
account, a ftone of ftumblin-, and a ruck of of enc•: 
Iileficd is he that fhall not be offended at Jeiiis Chrift, 
tnd his poor fervants and in•rribcrs, be:gaufe of their. 

D. 
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l:eing condemricd -is evil-doers by the world. God ra 
my record;+ that in thefe things for which fentence of 
death hath paired againf4me, I have a good confcience. 
I blefs God, they are not matters of compliance with 
fec'laries, or deiibns, or pra&ices, againft his majefly's 
perfon or government, or the perfon and government 
of his royal father: my heart, I blefs God, is confcious 
to no ditloyalty, nay, loyal I have been, and I com-
rnend-it to you to be 1Qyal, and obedient in the Lord. 
True piety is the foitnaation of true loyalty: a wicked 

is nian may be a flatterer, and a time-ferver, but he mill 
never be a loyal fubjed. But to return to my purpofe; 
the matters for which I am condemned, are matters 
belonging to my calling and funcflion, as a minh1cr of 
the gofpel, fuck as the difcovery and reproving of fin, 
the preiling and the holding faft of the path of God in 
the covenant, avid preferring and carrying the work 
of religion and reformation according thereto, and de- 
nying to acknowledge the civil magiftrate, as the pro-
per competent and immediate judge, in caufes eccle& 
aflical: that in all thefe things, which God fo ordering 
by his gracious providence, are the grounds of my in-
diament and death, I have a good confcience, as hav-
ing walked therein according to the light and rile of 
God's word, and as did become a minifter of the gof- 

I do alto blefs the Lord, that I do not die as one not 
refired. I know that by not a few, I neither have 
peen, nor am defired. It hath been my lot to have 
been a tnan of contention and forrow; but it is my 
comfort, that for my.own things I have not contended, 
but for' the things of Jefus Chril} :' for what relateth 
to his intereft and work, and the well-being of his peo-
ple. In'order to the preferving and promoting -of thefe 
X did proteft againft, and flood in oppofition to thefe late 
a fremblies at St Androws, Dundee, and Edinburgh, 
and the public refolutions for bringing the malignant 
party into the judicatories, and armies of tlys kingdom 
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vonceiving the fame contrary to the word of God, an4 
to our ,olemn covenant engagements; ando be an in-
let to the defection, and to the ruin, and deftru&ion of 
the work of God. And it is now manifefl to many 
con`.'cicnces, that I have not been therein miftakcn, nor 
u as not fighting againft a man of ftraw. I was alfo 
defirous,j and did ufe foine poor endeavours, to have 
the church of God purgedef infufl'icient and fcandalcus, 
and corrupt minifters and elders ; for tliefe things I 
have been miftaken by force and hated by others : but 

•i I blefs the Lord, as I had the teftimony of my ok-n.. 
eonfcience, fo I was and am therein approven in the 
ton`ciences 4 many of the Lord's precious fetvanta 
2nd people ; and however fo little I may die defined by 
force, yet by thefe I know I do die defired, and, their 

I• approbation ,and prayers, and aflection is of more va-
`j lue with me, than the c.ontradi(tion, or reproach, ..or 

hatred of many others ; the love of the one, I cannot 
recompence, and the miftake or hatred pr reproach of 
the other, I do with all my heart forgive ; and where-
in I have offended any of them, I do beg their mercy 
and forgivenefs. I do from my foul wifh,-that my 
death may be profitable unto both : that the one may 
be confirmed and eftablifhed in the ftraight ways of the 
Lord; and that the other, if the Lord fo will, may be 
convinced, and ceafe from thefe things that arc not 
good, and do not edify but deftroy. 

One thing I would warn you of, that God iswroth, 
yea, very wroth with Scotland, and threatneth to de-
part and remove his candleftick. The caufes of hi; 
wrath are many, and would to God it were not one 
great caufe, that caufes of wrath are defpifed and re-
k&ed of men. Confider the caufe that is recorded Jer, 
xxxvi. and the confequence of it, and tremble and fear, 
I cannot but alfo fay, that there is a great addition and 
i,ncreafe of wrath ; i. By that deluge of profanity that 
everflotveth all the land, and hath reins lcof ed unto i• 
every where, in fo far that many have It) .1t not only;U 

Ai 
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ttfe and czercife of religion, but even of morality, and 
that common civility that is to be found amonc ff the 
heathen. z, By that horrible treachery and perjury, 
that i.4 in the matte:- of the covenant, and catife of God .that 

work of reformation : ' Be aftonifhed, O ve heay. 
ens, at this, and he ye horribly afraid, and be ye vct 

• rydefolate, !with the Lord; for my people have com+ 
• mitted t;c•o meat evils, they have forfiken me the 
• fountain "of'ivat• z, and have hewcd them out cif-

terns, broker! ciftcrns, that can hold no waters :' !hall " 
le break the covenant and profiler ? I Shall the throne 

of iniquity have fellowihip v: ith God, which framed ` i 

• milE•ief by a law?' I fear the Lord be about to bring 
a Avord on there lands which !hall avenge the quarrel 
of his. covenant. Hovible ingratitude, the Lord 
after ten years oppreffion, aAd bondage, hash broken 
th;: yoke of ftrangers from off our necks : but what do 
sve render to him for this goodne'fs? Moft of the fruit 
of our delivery is, to work; wicke _inefs, and to ftrength- 
en ourfelves to do e.il, 4. A mo L 4readful idolatry„ 
and facrificing to the creature, we have 9 changed the 
• glory of the incorruptible God, into the image of cor, f 
• ruptible man,' in whom many have placed almofl 
all their ftivation .bird defire, and have turned that 
x•hich might havo been ? blefiing unto us, (being kept 
in a due line of fuhordination under God) into on idol 
of jeaiouf`y, by preferring it before him. God is ahbt 
toroth with 'a generation of carnal, corrupt:, trine fervt 
iag minifters ; I know, and bear t,-ftimony, that in 
the church of Scotland, there is a tr tie and Lithful mi 
rlhIry : bleffed be God, the have yet many who ffudy 
their duty, and defire to be found fitithful to their: Lord 
and 14TMl er ; and I pray youth hoizour, and reverence 
and efieen , Much of theca: for their works fake; and r 
gray them to be encouraged in their Lord and Alafter, 
wbh is with them, to make them as iron pillars and 
braien walls, and as a fFrcng defenced city in tite faith-
#u! f0lcwing cf tl:ei: duty: but, ch 1 teat there tvef- •T.11.. 



of too many, who mind I earthly things, and ' ark 
enemies to tlic crofs of Jefus Chrift,' who push with 
he fide and shoulder, xho make themselves tnnftrei- 
ors, by ftudying to build again what they did former-
y warrantably deftroy ; I mean prelacy, and the cc- 
emonies and the fervice book, a myftery of iniquity 
j•that works amongft us, -vhofe steps lead unto the hotrfe 
f-f the great whore Tk-,I, lon, ' the mother of fornica• i 
Ì tion ;' or v. hofoever elfe he be that buildeth, this Je 
i f Iricho again, let him take heed of the curfebf 'Hie), thr. 
z. [ Bethelhe, and of that flying roll threatned, Zech. v. 
y And let all minifters take heed that they watch, and 
be ftedfaft in the faith, and quit themfelves like men, 
and be ftrong ; and give faithi11 and icafenable warn. 
ing concerning fin and duty. Many of the Lords peo-

F' ple do fadly complain of the fWting and filence of ma- 
ny watchmen, and it concerneth them to eonf 4er what 
God calleth for at their hands in fuch a day : filence 
now in a watchman, when he is fo much called to fpeak 
and give his teftimony, upon the peril of his life, is 
doubtlefs, a great fin. The Lord open the mouths of 
his fervants, to fpeah his word with all boldnefs, that 
covenant breaking may bedifcovered andreproved, and 
that the kingdom of Jefus Chrift may not be fupplant-
ed, nor the fouls of his people be deftroyed without a 
witnefs. I have but a fete words more to add; all that 
are profane zryiongft you, I exhort them to repentance 
for the day of the Lord's vengeance hafteneth, and is 
near; but there is yet a door of mercy open for you, if 
you will not deipife the day of falvation. All that are 
xnaligners and reproachers, and perfecutors of godli. 
ness, and of fuch as live godly, take heed what ye do, 
it ,vill be hard for you to kick againft the pricks; you 
crake yourielvcs the butt of the Lord's fury, and his. 
flaming indignation, if you do not cc:afe from, and rc, 
pent of all your hard fpeeclres, and ungodly deeds 
All that are neutral, and indifferent, and lukewarm; 
profeffors be zealous and repent, left the Lord ' fpue, 
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you out of liis mouth.' You that lament after the t 
1,ord, and mourn for all the abominations that arc 
in this'city, and in the land, and take pleaiiire in the sw 
(tones and duff of Zion, caft not away your confidence" a 
but be comforted and ercouraged in the Lord ; he wHI 
ret appear to your joy: God bath nctcafl away his peon. •). 
Vic, nor work in Britain and Ireland, I hope it fhall J• 
once more revive by the power of his Spirit, and take .,•, 
root downward, and bear fruit upward, and of this I' L" 
am now confident. There is yet a holy feed and pre-• •. 
cious remnant, whom God will preferve, and bring 
forth ; bat how long or dark our night may be, I do ,a:{ 
not know, the Lcrd fhorten it for the fake of his chofen. ' ip 
In the mean while be yepatient, and ftedfatl,unniove-' 
' able, always abounding in the «ork of the Lord,''; 
grd in love.one to another ; beware offnareswhich are'' 
Arawed thick ; cleave to the covenant and work of re-
formation ; do not decline the crofs of Chrift; ' choofe 't 
' rather to fufter aff1clion «ith the people of God, than 3 
' to enjoy the pleafures of fn for a feafon,' and 2C-
count the reproach of Chrift greater riches, than all 

' the treafures o£ the world.' Let my death grieve 
none of you, it will be both m ,.re profitable and ad-
vamagious both for me and for you, and for the church 
of God, and for Chrift's intereft 2nd lionour, than my 
life could have been. I forgive all men the guilt of it 
and I defre you to do fo alfo : Pray for them thatprr. 
• . fcute you, and 'clefs them that curfe you ; blefs, I 
' fav, and curfe not.' I die in the faith of the apoflley 
and primitiYe Chriftians, and proteftant reformedchur 
ches, particularly of the church of Scotland, whereof 
1 am a member and minifler. I do bear my witnef 
and teftimotiy to the doCftrine, worfhip, difcipline, and 
gowrrment of the church of Scotland, by $irk-feffions-
prefbyteries, fynods, and general affemblies; popery, 
and prelacy, And all the trumpery of fervice and cere-
mcn.ics, that wait upon them I do abhor. I do bear 
r-LY witne-Cs urty %: c national covenant of Scotland, and 



( 31 ) 
a^ Iemn league and covenant betwixt the three kingdomm 

Scotlarid, England, and Ireland; thcfe facred fa-
x mn, public oaths of God, I believe can be loofed, nor 
a Spenf'ed with, by no perfon, nor party, or power up-
r i earth ; but are•ftill binding upon thefe kingdoms, and 
a ill be for ever hereafter ; and are ratified and fealod 
i'y the converfion of many thoufand fouls, fence our' 
i p,itering thereinto. I bear my w-itnefs to the protefla-
•On againft the contraverted afl'emblies, and the pub- 

r - refblution to the teftimonie's given againft the fec-
i.ries, againft the courfe of backlliding and defe&ion 

;.'tat is now on foot . in the land, and all the branchei 
AAd parts thereof, under whatfoever name or nation, 

a6led by whatfoever party or perfon. And iutthe 
t ft place, I bear my witnefs to the crofs of Jefus Chrifl: 
id that I never had caufe, nor have caufc this day to 
ihpent, becaufe of any thing I have fuffered, or can now 
flcr for his name: I take God to record upon my 
ul, I would not exchange this fcaf bI J with the palace 
r mitre of the greateft prelate in Britain. Bleffed be 
•od who hath fhewed mercy to fuck a wretch, and 
6th revealed his fon in me, and hath made me a mini-, •er of the everlafting gofpel, and that he hash deigned 
the midft of much contrldiftion, from Satan and the 
orld, to feal my miniftry upon the hearts of not a few 
his people, and especially in the Ration wherein I 

'as laft, I mean the congregation and prefbytcry uf' 
tirling ; and I hope the Lord will vifit that congrc-
uon andprcfbytery once more with faithful paftors. 

'od forgive the poor empty man, that did there in-
ude upon my labours, and hath made a prey of ma-
y poor fouls, and expofed others to reproach and op-
ef3ion, and a firmine of the word,of the Lord. God 
)rgive the mifleaders of that part of the poor peoples . 
ho temped them to rejeFt their own paftor, and to 
Imit of intruders; and the Father of mercies pity that 
oor miffed people and the Lord vifrt the congregation. 
end prcfbytery of Stirling ouct w.o-p• with fa_tMul pat 



mrs and grant that the work and p^ople of Goo' rYh+' 
be revived through all Britain, and over ail.tile work: 
jefiis Chrift is my light, and my life, my righteoufne 
my Rrength, and my falvation, ' and all my delirc;. 
bird, O him, I do with all my ftrength and foul con,ii 
Mend unto you : ' Blcfled are they that are not offers. 
+ ed in him: bleiied are they that truft in him. BleI 

him, O my foul, from heticeforth, even for ever. Res 
joice, rejoice, all ye that love him, be patient, an 
tejoice in tribulation : blefred are you, and bleff# 
(hall you be for c --.r and ever ; everl .fling righteous 
nefs and eternal falvatlon is yours: all are yours, ani. 
ye are Chrift's, and Chrift is God's. Remember m1 

t O D d with the favour thou beareft to thy people' 
' O viii, in - with thy falvation, that Imay fect±ne gone 
' of thy chof .n, that I may rejoice in the good of thy, 
nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance. 

6 NNow let thy fervant depart in peace, fuice mine eyes 
have fcen thy f:.h ation.' 
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