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THE 

HISTORY 

OF 

BUCHAVEN 

IN the county of Fyfe, on the sea-coast, 
there stands a little town inhabited by few 
but fishers, called Buckey-harbour, be. 

cause of sea buckies and shells to be found 
so plenty on t14 rocks about that place. 
There is little mention made of this town 
by -histo:ians,'to knov, its }original Extr c-' 
tion and antiquities, but in their o n Bur. 
Bess-Ticket, which qas partly trjjth, but 

r 



more of it by ' way of lampoon. This • 
`vicket was dated the two and thirtieth day .# 
of the mon,h of Julius Caesar. Their ('oat `N 
of firms wa's mo hands gripping ea(h o-
ther over a. Ncate's rumple. This oath 
was,, `° 1 wish that cue devil may tak me an t 
I bins a an nonest man to you, an ye binna 
de like to m%.•' An article of good tieigl,_'v 
bonrhood they had, whoever was first up 
ina good morning, 'was to rise all the rest 
to go to sea ; but if a very bad morning, 
piss and'go to bed again till break of day, i 
then raise wise Willie, % ho could judge of 1, 
the weather by the blawing of the wind— 
Their freedoms were, to take all sorts of 
fish contained in their ticket, viz. Lob. 
sters, partens, podles, spout fish, sea-cats, 
sea dogs, fluks, piks, dick puddocks, and 
p--fish. 
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Xguain, these people are said to have de-
scended from one Tom and his two sons, 
who were fishers on the coast of Norway, 
who, in a violent storm, were blown ,bver, r 
-and got a shore at luck-harbour, where 
they- settled ; and the whole of his children 
.were called Tom sons, and soon became 
a little town by themselves, as few of any 
other name dwelt amonn them, This is a 
traditional story handed clown from one 
generation . to another—They kept but 
little communication with country p::*ple 
about them, for a farmer,; ink "w'se days, 
thought his daughter cast aw6y, if she'mar-
ried one of> the other hand, witty Eppie 
the ale-wife wad a' sworn Bugq lad:lie, I 
wad rather see my boat an a, my three 
sons daded against the Bass or I-saw ony 
ane o' them married to a muck•a-byrP,s,` 
daughter; a wheen useless tappies, it can 
do naething but rive at a towrock and cut 
corn, they can neither bait a hook nor 
reds a line, h'ouk sand-eels,,ngr gather lair- 1, 
riwinkles. ' 

Now wise Willie and; wittie. Eppie the 
ale wife lived there . about,, hundred L ears - 
ago. Eppiece chamber was their collt? e 
and Court-House where they-depidert"cbn-

A,  
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troversies, and cup;ained their wonders ; 
for the house waa like a little kirk, had 
- r windows and gavle door, the wives •4 

too 

woo \w•y•yc 

e 

  r i 

got leave to flyie ,their fill, but fighting' 
was prohibited, as Eppie said, up hands 
was fair play. The fines was a pint o` , 
ale, and Eppie sold it at a plack the pint. r 
They l ad neither mii.ister nor- magistrate, 
aior vet a hurlic bailie, to brag theta wi' 
:pis' tolbovt.h. The Lmd o' the manor cue-
cide d all disputable po ants, and Wise Wil. 
;ie and 11'itts- Eppie were `the ' rulers of 
the torn. 
No,•c- Eppie had a daughter, site ca'd 

Lingle:t.ail'd Nancv, because of her ,fecl,-e 

L\ 

t, 



7 

s growth; her waist was like a twitter, 
J, d nae curpen for a creel, ,being Edina 
rg:h bred, and brought up wi' her Lou-
aunty, was learned to. read and sew, 

ade coarse claith, and calicoe mancoes, 
ere was nae scholar in the town but her-
A, she read the bible, and the gook of 
`irk sangs'that was newly, come in fa-
;ion. Willie and Eppie tell'd *hem ay 
hat he meant, and said a the letters im 
was litted by my Lord, for they saw him 

sae a feather that, lie dipped in black wa- 
er, and made crooked scores, just like the: 
Pame; and t tell'd himhwhat en tobe spa s ake o'er again, and 

by . 

In happened on a day that two of their 
ives near the town, found a horse. shoe, 

and brought it home and sent for, Willie 
y;to see what it was ; Willie comes and 
looks at it; Indeed, co' Willie; its a thing 
Viand holes in't. I kent, co' they, 'he wad 
get w name *till't. A' ho' ? co' Willie,­, 
f whar did ye find it? ,Aneath my Lord's 
.ain house, Willie. Adeed, said Willie, its 
the auld ,moon, I ken by the holes in't, 'or 
nailing it to thF lift : but I winder it she 
fell in Fyfe, for the last time it 1 saw tier 
she was -lain ding on her back a,'rlgv►.A Hir-

i 
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burgh. A-hech, cut; Willie, -wetlf set hq 
up-m.. the highest house in,the town, anc:. 

- W--'li,b'ae moonlight o, our ain a4 the -,day.: E 
of the year 'I he. whole town ran to se ° 
tl)v ' room ! Honest tout, said witty Eppie, +• 
)rage but aA fools thegither; its .Dut anc t, 
®• -the thing it my Lords mare wears upo,' 
I-P lufe, .-. . J 
M another time one of'the wives found 

a hai e with its legs broken, lying amofig 
her kart in the yard. She not,knowing . 
what it -as, called out to her neighbours 
' 10 see it ; stiz:e said it was -a gentleman's, 

cat', or a aclyts lfip•dog, or a sheepas, 
young kittlen, because it.had :.aft horns: 
' Na. na, cri-?d wise Willie, its ane of the 
.maukins that gentlemen's dogs worie, 

.. 

0 

What. Nvill we ,do v, i ; t ? Faith, cot they all, 
we ,11 singe the woo aff, and make fish and 
sauce ott to my rainmvs parich, Nit na„ 
said lilitty. Eppie, getter gie•t to rly'Lord, 
and lhe,lh tap an iron stick through the t 
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guts olt, and gart rin round afore the fire 
till it be roasted. 

It happened on a dark winter rn*rning, 
that 'two of their wv l es were ;roinp, to D' 
cart to sell their fish; and on the road side 

there happened to he some tinker's ass teth• 
erect. The poor ass'seeing the two wives 
coming with the creels, thought it was the 
tinkers coming to flit or relieve liim,* fells 
a crying, the two wives threw their fish 

r W awa•, and ran hame life mad persons, 
crying they hacl`seen the,deil, av, the vHry 
horned deil, and that he spoke to them 
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but they didna ken' what he said, for it' 
was waur than a highlandmdn's ; the 
whole town was in an uproar; sonje'. 
would go with picks and spades, and hdg5' 
him to pieces ; others would go and'catch 
him is a stronc, net, and then they woul 
either harp or dro%vn him. Na, na, co', 
Wisp Willie, we manna cast out wi' him at . 
the first, as he's gotten the twa burdens o' 
fish; he'll e'er gang his wa, and no fash us 
nae mair-, he is. O'er sot:ple to be catch'd► 
in a/net; al, ' our pith ,till neither hanm 
nor drowij him, .,qn:1 the kintry he conics` 
fraP is a' l,et Coals, he'd never but n ; We'll 
gae to him in a civil manner, Cana see what 
lie wants, Get out Witty Eppie and lingle-
tail ,d Nancy ,'wi' the Bible and Psalm-

/ U(•L'h UU at 4r  Ll'.e• :=gmp, :n a nrnwil plt,hPr 

to kill the tleil, .or catch „ ins ali, e ; and as 
they ca,ine near the place, the ass fell a. 
crj7ing, which caused many of them to 
fat.- it . and run hack. No, na, ' co' Willie, 
th'3t's t 110 * the dell's words ,at a', its my 
I.urd'.s. trunipter, routing,,on his brass 
ti•rE•ist•e. .1I L'I!ie ventured till he- saw the 
ass'. ,,t•v•t,.luys, 1tiTcw, said IVAie, come 
forwards fias' hand hirn fist, I see his tfva 
Jiorc;s; hec:h sir, he has%a white beard like 
ati aulti V. So,they it,closed the poor j 
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`I'ass on all sides, thinking it was the deil; 
,but % hen Wise Willie saw he had nae clo. 

6 
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veil feet, ,'bP cried out, Scarna lads, this is 
not the die], it's some living beast ; ion, 

i 1 n. 

neither cdi v nor horse, An• ,mhat isst alien, 
t'ti illie'? , _Indleed. co- tiViUie, its -the,'tuther 

o6 the maukins, Pken by its la.ng lugs.  Now some say this history is too ,satire. 

'cal.; but it`is according to the knowledge 
o4 those times, not to siv one place b- 6 a. 
neithear. Thp old N ives Will tell m nu yet 
of eman`y such stories of t;': devil ap'llear. 
ing", to their grandfethers. raDd;pfiftie.rs{ 

z• 
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and dead wives coaling back again to visit .,T, 
th;-ir amrlies long -i ter being dead; S61, 
this Bushaven was once noted for droli.a 
exploits ; but it is ,now. become moreL , 
k'nown,, any a Blase now produces th6. 
hardiest sailors of any town or, -tlie Scots I 
coast. ' Yet many of the old people in it t 
still retain the old tincture of their ancient 
and uncultivate speech, such as Be- go 
laddie; they are also of a fiery nature, for' 
if you ask any of their wives, where theirl, 
College stands, they ,11-tell you, if your nose' 
was in their a-.;-e, your ' mouth would be 
at the door of it. ` 

I 

Now, it happened when- Wise Willie 
' turned c►H, 174 took a great swelling in his 
wame, and casting up his kail, collops and 
could fish; that nothing could stand on his 
stomach ; and a stout stomach he had, for 
crabs -heads, and state-hroo, <or brose in a hl 
'Bridal morning ; yet it fail,d him, and he 
fefi sick. None could cure him, nor tell 
whatailldhim t'AiamouiAcbank'stkedoctor 
c nee w Kircaldy, that could judge by peo- , 
ple,s piss. the trouble of their person. Wise ' 
Willie hearing ufrthe fame pissed into the, ; 
Cottle, antlasent it ?.way with his d:•igl,ter. 
' lye bottle being uncorked, his daughter 
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r spilt it by the. way, " and to conceal her 
i' sloth in so doing, pissed in it herself, And 
i on she noes, till she came to the stage-doc-
4, tor, when she cried out aloud, Sir Doctor, 
i Sir Doctor, Isere is a bottle of my father's 

ash, he has a lair guts, and need4 na drite. 
i ony, but spues a' he eats. Its true t ! ell 
•i y my dow. The doctor looks at it, 
(I then says, its not your father's surely, its 
a your mither's. The deil•s in the man, said 
c' she, divna I ken'my-father trae my mither. 
Then, said he, he is with child. The deil's 
in the man, co_ , she, for my'mi.ther bare at 
de bairns- before, days no true sir, fegs 
i ye're a great liar. Hanme she comes, and 
a4 ell'd'Willie, her &thee, that -the doctor 
a; lip was wi ,, bairn. 0 waes me, co' 
Willie, for I hae a muckle wam ; and i.fear 

,its owre true. t::0 plague on ''ou-.Janet, 
4 for ve're the father o't, an' I_am sure to 
i die in the Dearing o't'. ` Witty Eppie; was 
sent for, as she was a houdie, an, she fand 

Willies wame, to be Burp about it, In. 
eerl, co, Eppie, yore the fiat: man Pre I 

Jlsaw Ndi',bairr, before, ard'how yell bear it 
Toth I dinna ken, but I would.dririk salt 
e: %Suter, and drown it in nay guts' . f6r if 
en get ance the , gate o', bearjng'ii4ans 

s 

owl 
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themselves, they'll need nae mair wives.'. 
So Willie drank sea water- till his guts was 
like to rive, -and out he got to ease hin,s -If 
among; °the kail ; and with the terrible 
noise of his farting up starts a maukin be. 
hind him, who thought it was shot; Willie 
seeing her jump o, er the dyke, thought it 
was a child brought forth, and cried out;. 
Come Back ,my Dear, and be christened;. 
anal dinna rin to the hills to' be a Yegar:. 
So Willie grew better every day thereaf.. 

tter, being brought to bed in the kail•yard; ; 
'but his daughter was brought to :red some: 
months after, which was the cause; of the-11. f 
doc'66r's mistake. 

Now Vise Willie h-;' w •µu1;1G•• nul1ad' 
Rolling coughing Jenny, because she spak: 
thick, sax words at three times, half sense: 
and half nonsense. as Tier own records k ill. 
bear witness. Sbe being with child, and 
delivered of a bonny lassie ; and all, the 
wives in the town cried out,. Be-go lad-
die, it's just like its ain father, lang San. 
Tason, for Thomson,) we ken by his lang 
nose ; for Saady had a, great mucke red 
nose, ) ike a labste'r's tae, bowed at thopoint 
hike a halvk's -ifeb, -and Sandy himself said 

f 

0. 
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hat it eras surely his, or some otbei body's : 
ut he had us'd a' his birr at the getting 

)'t to try is abilities, being the first time, 
per he leas at sic a business before ; and 
when he had done a' that man could do at 
t, he said it was nonsense ;, and shame fa' 
Jim, but he would rather iow his boat 
ound his Bass an' back again,>or he'd do 
he like abain ; for Wise Willie Bade :nude 
3t the bairn, and said it had mair ill nature_ 
than the auldest wife about the town ; fbr 
it pissed the bed, shit the bed, and tki illd 
like a wild cat, and kept him furs his 
light's rest ; and the auld hags about the 
;town ca'd him Sandy the bairn's daddy ; 
Viand a' the young Billie-gaukies o' lassies 
,held out their fines,-r; •hd tried, 'Ti hi hi 

ine Kirk will Kittle your hips for 
that : And after a' the blear-eyed bell-inan 
came bladering about the buttock meal, 
suiirmoned him and her before the haly 
i band • a court that was held in the Kirk on 
Saturday morning; and all the. herd lad- 
dies round about cried, Ays ay, Sandy, 
1 pay the bull-siller, or we'll -cut the cow's 
u tail awa. , So poor Sandy `suffered sadly in 
the flesh, besides the penalty and°kirk pen-
ante. 
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ButVise,Willie had pity on them, an' 
Bade wil them 'to the- Kirk-court, wh, 

r• 

W 

t, 

r 

learne •.'foA call, the.Session. Jenny was. 2.: , . 
fi rst`-cailed upon,--andi in she goes wh4•re` 
a, the haiy,band was convened; elders and 
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'i younger deacons, and dog payers, keeping 
the door, the cankerdest carles that could 
be gotten between Dysart & Duby side---
white heads and bald heads sitting wanting 
onnets, wil their white headed staf i, and. 

i hodden grey jockey coats about them. 

Mess John' says, come away Janet, 
'e're waiting on you .here. 
r, 

,Min--Now Janet, where was this child 
gotten P you must tell us plainly. 

Jan.=Adeed Sir, it was gotten at the 
black stanes, -at the cheek of ,the crabb 
holes. 

Ith er
Mess John •stares at her, not knowing the place, but some of the elders did. 

Tien, sai i be, U Janntt_ but the devil 
was busy with you at that time. 

Jan---A by my fegs sir, tha('s a great 
lie ye're ;.eiling e t a now, for t ae Jei1 was  , ae 

hat 2 sw, nor ony body e)se. to bid 

h• • 
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us do ae thing or anither : we lo'ed itheri 
unco weel for a long time before that, ant, 

9 

eyne we tell'd ither, and agreed to marry 
it-her, like honest touk ; then might na eve 
learn., to do the. thing married fouk.4 do,r 
without the dell helping us. 

` ,4 P*' 

Whisht, whisbt, cried thqy,,, ye should 
be scourged. ,sause loon quien'•rt'•thus is," 
ye're speaking nonsense. 

Jan--De deil's il. the caries, for you and 
yc,ur ministers are liars %when say it is de 
deil it was helping Sandy -arid me to ,get 
de bairn. 

1 

t 
.tin 
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• U;iie 
pme, cotne, said they, pay dowry the 
'k-dues, and come back to'the'stool the 
In the price is four pound and a gloat 

bell mane ` 
N 
"•an----The auld thief speed the dark o't• 
`,far less might_smr, you and your bell.' 
l,, baitn, O but this be a `warkl indeed, 
t n poor honest fouk maun pay for mak. 
! use o' their a--. N e mists the poor 
1,1 a•hint'his back, an' gies him the wyte 
ii de ill in de •intry, bastard bairris.and 
Try think; ; and if it fie sae as ve sae ye. 
y thank the deil, for that font pound 

r a. , groat 1 Bien. you ; that.,gars 
'I nr pat play brown, and gets you jockey. 
eats and purl handed 'sarks, an Wiite 
aded stave's, wlien my father's pct wal=, 
s up nought butbear and blae water, 

The `woma:i,•ss mail, 0i,cf ,' they,. for this 
oney is all given to` the poor of *the 
i fish j 

.fan—The, poor of the parish'•.,fint..4 
,ate ye pie' 'to. them bat « e ,.p• ekles . o 
erase meal, didna I se-.their p0ckrt; 'a" 1 
he minister's «vife gies naething ava -to,. 
nco beggars, but bids them'l;ae to their 

z1 
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,ain parishes ; and yet yell tak the pu `.r Ub 
frae us for naething but playing tlfe lc i,mir 
a wee or we ,be married, and syn-- cifc46 
them up to be looked on and laughed 
by every body: a deil speed you and yvp 
justice, sir. Hut=e, tute, ye're a' coming, 'iz 
me Cke a wheea colly dogs, hunting. aC 
a,poor raggit ehapman frae the door. j • i16 
-ou1,.she goes cu;sing and greeting. Sant aO 
as .callad upon, and in he goes. 

112 g 

Min—Now Saunders, you must tell f hem 
how this child was gotren, 

San--A now Mess John, sir, ye hr i 
bairns o' your ain, ho« did you get them 'i! 
But yours are as laddies, and mine is but ,•j 
lassie ; if you te',l me how you got VOL 
laddies, I'll tell you how I got my lassit t? 
and then well be baith like good of th' •j 
business. 

The minister looks at him, and says 
flute, tute, Saunders, lay down four ppno 
and a groat, and come back the morn tor; 
the stool, and give satisfaction to the con. 
gregation ; you had more need to be seeki i 
ing repentance for that abominable sin of 
uncleanness than speaking so to me. ` 
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an—AVell, berets your siller sir, I hae 
,' t.en but poor penny worths fort, an, yet 

ell me to repent for6t ; what the auld 
.f -needs I repent, when I'm gaup to 
ry the }woman, an t_ hen I,11 hae to do,t 

•^ again every day, or there'll be nae t 
ce m the house; figs it,.nonsense to 
siller, repent, and dolt again too, a fide 

;ice indeed, maister minister! and that's 
'b way the like o,Kyou live. " 

low sir, says Wise Willie, ye manna 
them on the black creepy till they be 
-ried ; theysve suffered enough at ae 

ei 

,r.. •weel, a.weel; saig they, but they must 
ry very soon. 

true. says Sandy, yell. be *wanting 
;Ir clink ; foul haet ye do for naething 

it • 

r 

•he next exploit was an action at lave 
'nst the goodman of Muiredge, a far- 
who lured near by, that kept sheep & 

,.e. His sheep came down and broke 
.r yards, and ate up their kail ;- the 
t hares they, thought belonged to'the , 
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man, as they-ran to his house when tli. !t!1 
were hunted: The swine came very ofc, ; 
in •about their house; seeking fish gu. I 
and ony thing they, cou!d get. So it hs i 
pened when one of the children was sitti 
easing itself, that one of the swine tumbl. 
it over, and bit a piece out of its backsid 
The whole town rose in an uprob.r agaii 0 
poor grunkie, -as they called her, al 
takes her before Wise Willie. Wil !" 
took an axe and cut two or three inch, 3 
off her long nose. Now, says-Willie, I tru 
I hae made thee something; like anotfi ` p 
beast ; thou had•sic a lang mouth befa , 
it wad a frighted a vgry deil to look at, 
but now' your fac'd like a little horse•Fa• 
COW. The poor sow ran home roaiin 
all blood and wanting the r.Qse ; wt,i fe1` 
caused Muiredge to warn them in befc `'C 
my Lord. So the , wives that had thi •ie 
Ka  eaten appeared first in the Cou ••• 
couIplaining against Muiredge. Indee 
MY Lord, said they, Muiredge is no , oti 

i b u.• good man, when he is sic an ill ne g ho 
he keeps black hares and white hares, Litt 
wee brown backed hares wi', white arst 1i 
and loose - wagging horns ; they creep 
at' our gush.b.oles an' does the like; wh 
we, cry,* pussie, pussie,•; they rin Name; P•l 
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uiredge ; but I'll gar my Golly had them 

Y • 
1 

,q the foot, an' I'll had them by the horn, 
pull the hair aff them, and send 'em a 

me wanting the skin, as he did Sowen 
"anomie's wee Sandy, for codin & his 
:ease,• he took aff the poor laddie's coat, 
+ml sae did he e'en. Arid Willie said, if 
e were a sow my Lord, an, me sitting 
riting, and you .to bite my arse; sudna I 
ae a mend o':you for that? odd, my Lord, 
e wadn.a hae a bit, out o' your arse for 
••inty marks : Ye'ma'un e'en gar -Muir-*.. 
age gie ten -markg to, buy a plaster to -
eal the poor- bit we'an's arse again. J 

Well said, Willie, says .my Lord; but 
vho put o.. the sow's nose again. 

A fegs, my Lord, 'said Willie, she's ho. 
oster like wantin't an' she'll bite' nae mair 

lrses vvi't : An ye had -bane a nose my 
ord as lang as the sow ye'd been'obliged 
0 ony body it wad cut• a piece aft. 

., . 

W 

y• , 
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A gentleman coming past near thei i 
town asked one of their'wives where the 1; 
college stood ? said she, gie me a shilling 
and I'll let you' see baith sides o't. He 
gives her the shilling, thinking to see some. 
thing curious. Now, says she, there's the' 
one side of your shilling, and- there's tlfe 
. other ; so it is mine now. 

There was a custom in Bucky-harbour; 
when they dot a hearty drink, that they 
went down to dance among the boats, 

-two or three of the oldest gent into a 
boat to see the residence, and when they] 
admitted a burgher; there was also a 
dance, -.One day they admitted glyed j 
Rob, who was a warlock, and made 
them all - stop their dancing, for which 
he was carried before Wise V̀iilie to 
answer for that, for- which, he was ba-
nished to the isle of May, to carry coals 
to the Light House. 

Mrs. 


