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DEDICATION. 
To the Right Hon. Lord Loughborough, 

XORD HIGH CHANCELLOR. OF 
GREAT BRITAIN, icc. &c. 

MY LORD, 
IN arduous undertakings, the goodnefs of the in- 
tention is generally allowed to throw a veil over the 
imperfe&ions of the performance. The fincere tri- 
bute of a mite in rendering the effufions of refpedt, 
may be equal to the oftentatious offering of a talent. 
The following pages, which exhibit the prominent 
trait? of chara&er in fome of the moft illuftrious 
Britons who have quitted the mortal fcene, for the 
inftru&ion and imitation of thofe who are entering 
on the ftage of life, have a modeft claim to the 
favour of the good, and even the patronage of the 
great. 

The nature of the high and important office which 
your lordfhip fills with fo much reputation to your- 
felf, and advantage to the public, gives influence 
to your fandfion, and feems to legitimate this addrefi. 
Whatever has for its objedt to infpire right principles 
into the minds of youth, whether through the me- 
dium of moral precept, or the more impreffive means 
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DEDICATION. iv 
of fpcndid example, is peculiarly entitled to the re- 
gard of one of the mofl dignihed guardians Df a 
nation’s rights. 

There is another reafon, my Lord, that gives 
propriety to this Dedication, and additional force to 
my remark. Atfome period (butrnayitbediftant!) 
your own name will be feen in the lift of thofe de- 
parted great men, who have performed a brilliant 
and an tffeful part in life, and who are juftly admit- 
ted into the temple of Britifh Fame. The future 
biographer will do juftice to your worth and merits, 
and hold you up as a mirror to encourage and diredh 
That your living example may long have abenefiefal 
effe£t on fociety, is the fervent wilh of. 

My Lord, 
Your Lordfttip’s moft dutiful 

And very humble fervant, 
W. MAYOR. 

Woodstock, OA io, 1798. 



PREFACE. 

TT H E propriety of a judicious biographical 
nual, for the ufe of fchools, is lo obvious, that, we- 
are confident, moft perfons will be ftruck with tho 
exiiling deficiency, as foon as it is named, and wonder 
that no attempt has hitherto been made to fupply it. 
Such was the impreffion it made on our minds, when 
we contemplated the various aids to education which 
modern tim.s have produced, and yet found no work 
on the fubj’edt of Biography, that could be recom- 
mended to youth without referve,-or indeed appeared 
to be intended for their cxclufiv© ufe. Example is 
univerfally allowed to be more powerful than pre- 
cept ; but fo contra&ed is the fphere of adlion, fo 
limited the field of obfervadon in our early years, 
that unlefs the lives of eminent perfons op.n fources 
of knowledge, or offer obje&s for imitation, how 
are we to avoid the danger of irregular conduit or 
vicious habits?—how are we to catch the flame of 
emulation, or afpire to the laurels of defert ? 

It is one great advantage of claffical fludies to 
thofe, who are fortunate enough to enjoy them, that 
in acquiring the languages of Greece and Rome, 
we infenfibly contrail an acquaintance with feme of 
the moft illuftrious charaiters of antiquity, and are 
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vl PREFACE. 
partially admitted into their venerable fociety. We 
learn to accompany a Solon and a Lycurgus in 
their legiflative labours j we hear a Plato and a 
Socrates philofophize, a Homer and a Virgil 
fmg. From a Tully we are early warmed by 
the glow of eloquence with the love of our coun- 
try; from a Pliny we imbibe fentiments that 
heighten the focial and domeftic affe&ions, and 
endear man to man. At the contemplation of fuch 
menders as the claffic page fometimes pourtrays, 
the ingenuous mind revolts: a Tiberius, a Nero* 
ora Sejanus, roufes the indignant feelings of the 
foul ; and we learn to appreciate and execrate the 
fanguinary tyrant and the worthlefs minion, amidft 
the fplendor of ufurped power, and the flattery of 
grovelling fycophants. 

But the characters of thofe who ailed on a di- 
flant theatre, and have long fince retired from the 
feene, are much lefs calculated to make an impreflion, 
than fuch as have rifen nearer our own times, and 
are connected with us by the ties of country, reli- 
gion, and manners. 

The ancient models, however excellent, are nei- 
ther capable of being uniformly copied, nor do they 
ftrike w’ith the fame force as the modern. Their 
virtues and their vices are to be eftinaated accord- 
ing to a different ftandard: they hadneither the fame 

views, 



PREFACE. Ml 
views, nor the fame incitements to a£Hon or for- 
bearance. The fpirit of valour, the fenfe of juftice, 
and the fervid love of their country, were eminently 
confpicuous in fome Greek and Roman names, 
which pofterity will ever regard with admiration}, 
while others reached fuch heights of lettered fame, 
from the vigour of their genius, as almoft to check 
die competition of fucceeding ages; reafon, however, 
b.ds us confefs, that the heroifm of the bed: was fre- 
quently fu lied by barbarity, that their inflexible juf- 
tice favoured of cruelty, and their partial attachments 
were unfriendly to a generous philanthropy, while 
their learning and manners were tinfhared by the 
grofs maxims and the cruel or fuperftitious practices 
of pagan theology. 

To a certain degree the virtues of the ancients 
ought to infpire emulation, and are worthy of being 
precedents to all p .fterity ; but that foft charm which, 
a pure religion and more liberal notions difFufe over 
Chriftian manners, that animating profpedl which is 
now holden out to encourage laudable endeavours, 
and thole terrors which are denounced againft nefa- 
rious aftions, could not operate on claflical ages, be- 
caufe they were unknown. 

Hence, when we wilh to ftimulate or to warm, we 
ought to have recourfe to fuch examples as will more 
immediately allure by their practicability, or deter by 
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■PREFACE. viii 
their confequences. We ought to Angle out thofe wh* 
have been born under the fame government, who have 
enjoyed the fame privileges, who have been actuated 
by the fame motives, both pvefent and future. A co- 
incidence of original Atuation, however remote the 
end ; a conviction, that what has been the paflport to 
honour or fame, may fliil ferve to open their tem- 
ples, will infallibly incite the youthful bread, to pant 
for fimilar rewards, by purfuing the fame line of con- 
duct. He who emulates, will thus find in the ob- 
jedt of his emulation an incentive to hope, or an 
antidote againft defpair—a guide in all difficulties 
-—and a fiient monitor that cannot wound his pride. 

But Biography is not only valuable as an ex- 
ample to imitate, but as a beacon to warn. The 
impartial diftribution of pofthumous fame or cen- 
fure muft have fome effeCt on the mod callous and 
unprincipled. The thought of being handed down 
to poderiry in colours of infamy, mud frequently 
reprefs the vicious machination, and forbid the atro- 
cious deed. The love of reputation was implanted 
in our natures for the wifed and nobled ends. Few 
poffefs that unenviable: magnanimity which can ren- 
der them indifferent to pubbc opinion ; or are fo funk 
in the apathy of vice, as to feel no melody in the 
found of di.ferved appbiufe. 

To praife defert can fcarcely fail to be a dimulus 
to 



PREFACE. i:< 
to virtuous a&ions. Thofe who have benefited or 
enlightened mankind, fhould receive commendation 
with no niggardly hand. The flowers •ftrewed on 
the grave of merit is the moft grateful incenfe to liv- 
ing worth. How often has the fight of the monu- 
ments in Weflminflcr Abbey infpired the martial 
enthufiafm, the flame of patriotifm, or the emula- 
tion of genius in the youthful bread: ! There are 
generous paflions in the foul of man, which fre- 
quently lie dormant till fome exciting caufe ferves to 
wake their fufceptibilities, and gives impulle to their 
native dife&ibn. Even a well-written amiable life 
has tempted many to live well. 

Imprefled with the tru h of thofe remarks, we have 
ftudied to lay before the public a feleclion of the 
lives of thofe Britons who have rendered themfdves 
illufirious by their virtues or their talents, in various 
fpdieres of a£lion, compiled in fuch a manner as to 
fketch the prominent features of conduct, charadfer, 
and fituation, rather than record the detail of ordi- 
nary events*. To catch the leading traits of ju- 
venile propenfity ; to mark the fteps that in riper 
years led to honour; and to point out the mifcar- 
riages that prevented fuccefs, have been our principal 
aim. We have fometimcs endeavoured to infirudt 

* Cornelius Nefos' “Lives of diftitrguiflu-tl Pcrfons,” a book cohiiantly rea4 in clallkal fchooL, as itfirft fug^efted the idea and title of this Volume, fo it alfo ferved as a kind of model in its execution. 
A 5 ty 



PREFACE. 
by contraft, but more commonly to animate by 
models worthy of imitation. If the catalogue be 
thought too final!, or the incidents too few, let it be 
remembered, that we wrote for youth alone., and 
that we neither wilhed to bewilder their judgment, 
burden their memory, nor tax their pocket, by the 
iize of our volume. 

It would have been much eafier to extend our plan 
than to confine it within fuch moderate limits ; but 
to the numerous works on general biography, already 
before the public, it would have been unneceflary to 
add; and an attempt to improve them would be vain* 
They have already pafled the teft of Criticifm, and 
are valued, as they deferve, by the accomplilhed 
fcholar. Happy fhould we be to find, that parents 
and inftru&ors of youth deem this manual deferving 
their patronage, and adapted to the ufe of tyros, for 
v/hom it is defigned. The motives which prompted 
a publication on this plan, we are fatisfied, cannot be 
wrong: if we have failed to realize our ideas, it is 
only becaufe it is eafier to projedt than to execute— 
to know what is right than to be able to perform it. 
To the candour of the public we commit ourfelves 
and our work, the firft of its kind hitherto attempted 
in this country: we afk no praife but the praife of 
meaning well—we fear no cenfure but that which 
muft arife from a confcioufnefs of voluntary error or 
negledt. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 
TO PARENTS AND TUTORS. 

THOUGH the Editor of this Volume by no means 
prefumes to ditlate generally to the learned injlruftor* 
of Youth, yet he takes the liberty to furgejl, from long 
experience in the art of leaching, an important end to 
which the Britijh Nepos may be applied. 

The memory and application of pupils are obvious, and 
eaftly afcertained; but their real genius and capacity fre- 
quently efcape obfervation for a c nftderable time, from 
a want of opportunity to exert them. In order, there- 
fore, to develope the latent faculties of judgment, refec- 
tion, and imagination, and to imprefs the youthful 
mind with right principles of action, he would beg 
leave to recommend, that each life be made the fub- 
je£l of an exercife, to be written by the fcholars, and 
prefented to their mafer, once a week or oftener. 

In this exercife the pupil {bould be required to point 
out the leading circumfances in fortune and charatter, 
and to deduce a few maxims or obfervations from the 
whole, for the regulation of his own conduct in future 

fcenes of action, as well as to dijplay his powers of ra- 
tiocination and tafe. 

By this means the Biography will be rendered a 
very ujeful letture-book ; and, while it entertains the 
juvenile fancy with various piEhires of life and man- 
ners, it will infenftbly tend to enlarge the underfund- 
ing and improve the heart. 
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Critical Opinions •which have been publifhed refpeBing 
Dr. Mavor’s BRITISH NEPOS, and •whith cannot 
fail to fatisfy all Parents and ‘Tuiors of the propriety 
of their introducing it to the ufe of their Children and 
Pupils. 
ExtraH from ^Monthly Review,/er June, 1799. 

“In prefenting this work to the public. Dr. Mavor has not only made a valuable and much wanted addition to the fchool library, but has furnifhed a book which is well calculated for the parlour-window, and for the Ihelf in the room behind the (hop of thofe tradefmen who devote to reading fome of the hours which they can fteal from bufinefs ; juftly perfuaded that money without knowledge is an acquifiti.m of little value. As we cannot be ignorant of the dullnefs and apparent ilerility of the initiatory paths to feience, we are pleafed with every thing that tends to enliven juvenile ftudy, and to excite an early love of reading. It may be obje&ed to what is called a claffical education, that ir leaves us ignorant of thole charafters and events which are moll interelling to us ; that it direfls the ardour and curiofity of young readers from the theatre of their own country, and from the gre t and illuftrious perfons who have afted on it, to men who have figured in remote climes and periods : and with whofe hiftory, though certainly it be worth knowing, we are not fo intimately connedied Refpedt is due to fcience and virtue in all ages ; and let them be prefented ;o the minds of youth fo as to fire them with the nobleft ambition : bat let not our fyflems of inftrudlion be fuch that young men of genius (hail contemplate with admiration the heroes of antiquity, while oblcurity is fuffered to reft on that part of the temple of Fame which contains the worthies of their own country. “ To Britifh Hiftory, Chronology, and Biography, the attention of th? Britifh youth ought to be awakened ; and while we wonder that more works have not been compiled with this intention, we would give to Dr. Mavor the praife and credit which are due to him for this agree- able biographical manual 5 and we would recommend it to the mailers of all our refpe(Stable fchools. It is pleafingly written ; and the reflec- tions interfpt rfed are calculated to infpirc a love of pure and generous principles, and an hatred of all fuch as tend to degrade civilized man. “ At the head of each article, Dr. Mavor has very judicioully fet down the time when the perton who is the fubject of it was bom, and when he died ; and if the death was a violent one, that circumftance is fpe.ified.” “ Embracing the mod eventful and important periods of Engliflv ftory, this rich variety of biographical matter mull prove acceptable to young readers, and to fuch as third for knowledge, which tlity are obliged to “ [natch,” as Pope fays, “ not take.” The memoirs are in- troduced by judicious remarks from the pen of Dr. M ; fome fpecimens of which wc think it may be gratifying to our readers to fubjoin [Here the Reviewer ext rads a variety of elegant [rajfages, and proceeds.'] “ This 



Critical Opinions of Dr. Mayor's Nepos. {‘ This Krttisii Nepjs (the title and idea of which were fuggcfteifj as we ne -d not tell the cla fical re dcr, by a Latin book rauc > read in Schtois. entitl 'd “ The Lives of Illuftrious Perfonagcs, by Cornelius Nepos”) is preceded by an advertifement, addreffed to parents and tutors, in wh.ch Dr. Mavor, wiih a view of developing the latent faculties of judgment and refleiftion, and of imprefiing the youthful mind with right principles of aftion, recommends that each life be made the fubjeil of an exercife to be written by the fcholars and prefen ed to their mafter once in a w ek, or oftener.’ This hint is worth regarding. The example of the g -od and wife has always been confidered as An- gularly conducive to virtue : and this mode of Undy ing biography mult give it peculiar efficacy.” ExtrjiB fron the CsITICAL RivIEw, for j4/in!, 1799. “ The Biography of illuftrious men deferves a more diftinguifhed rank than it has hitherto occupied in the fyftem of British education.—< We think Dr. Mavor’s Nepos has mmy advantages to recommend it to extendve circulation It i; compendious, and includes thofe promi- nent charafters of Britith excellence, With which it is chiefly deftrable for our youth to be acquainted. The ftyle in which the Lives are written, mayjuftly be commended.” Extract from the Christian Spectator, No. IX. “ From the plan and execution of this work, I am warranted in giving it a ftrong recommendation, as being moft admirably calculated to cherilh the beft and moft tried principles in young minds. The perfons wh ile memoirs this judicious Biographer has feiefled for the improvement and entertainment of young perfons, are thofe who have filled up the moft important ftations in fociety, with the greateft glsry to themfelves, and advantage to the ftate. The aftions of thefe great men are told in a plain and pleafing manner ; and what is no fmall difficulty in a work adapted for juvenile capacities, the mcidental re- fleftions fuggefted by particular circumftances, or trairs of charafter, are fo naturally made, that the reader cannot but feel the effe£t of the example with a force equal to the pleafure excited by the ftory.” Extract from the New London Review, for February, 1799, “ The patterns of excellence here placed before the eyes 01 young minds, are all diftinguilhed by fuch talents and virtues, as every parent would wifh fuccefstully cultivated by his offspring. The vices which here and there darken the piflure, only render the luftre of the whole the more fufferable, and (hade a brilliancy otherwife both offenfive and inimitable. We know not, that from the ample circle of Britidh biography a more animating and improving fele&ion could be made. The experience and acquiiitiona of thofe who have diftinguilhedChcm- felves in almoft every public and private Walk of fociety, are thus held up, in minute traits, and beautifully coloured from nature, both for the entertainment and in (fruition of the nfiqg generation. And no exhi- biti jn occurs to our .recolhsiHom, where a greater variety of ufeful and interefting paintings from life, can be feen more readily, and at lefs expence j 



Critical Opinions of Dr. Ma-vor's Nepot, 
expcnce ; or to which the young, of all defcriptions, may repair, with a cert only of receiving both pleafure and profit." From the Young Gentleman’s and Lady’s Magazine, for February, 1799. “The fe!e£fk>n is extremely judcous, and the execution js corre- fpo’ dent The pr nc.pies, throughout are ent iled to our unqualified pra’ e ; md we have no doubt the author wrote with a view terthe in- culcation of thofe max ms, civil, moral, and rel gious, who h have raifed Great Britain to tuch an exi ted height amontt the nations of the earth, and the obfervance of wh.ch alone can perpetuate her glory and her profperity. Did our limits permit, we thould have been happy to have given one of the lives as a fpecimen ; but we have 1 ttle doubt the. whole will be read with avidity, and fuperfede the neceffity of our lecommendation.” From the Ladies’ Annual Register, page 130. “ A work of this defeription has rertamly been long war,ted for the ufe of Sche.ils. It is a well-feh <fted and oorreaiy-written feries of Lives, iro n that of Alfred the Great, to that of Howard the philanthropift. We notice it in the Ladies’ Annual Regifter, becaufe we deem it an excellent book, for the fchool- roomj either in public feminaries or p ivate families.’’ Ladies’ Mus’eum, February, 1799 “ The charafters here exhibited are very happily compreffed, and difplay a neatnefs furpafling any . f our author’s preceding labours. The feleftton is made with judgment, and iheabftracft of each Life is a c.lleftion of traits fo happily placed, as to have t e heft effcdl on young minds. In fhort, we have here a very nftmdlive compilation, for both old and young. It contains a great deal both of public and private hiftory ; and to the rifrng generation the leltons it teaches, and the information it affords, are of the laft importance." 

fThis day is publijhed, by the fame author, price 4/. 6d, 
bound, of the fame ftze as the Britijh Nepos, 

A NATURAL HISTORY, 
USE OF SCHOOLS-, 

Founded on the Syftem of Linnaus, Buff on, Goldfmith, 
Pennant, and Smellie, and decorated with Copper- 

plate reprefentations of one hundredfubjefts. 



THE BRITISH NEPOS; 
OR 

MIRROR OF YOUTH* 

I. ALFRED THE GREAT. 
Born 849—Died about 900. 

In whatever light we confider Alfred, whether as a 
legiflator, a hero, Or a king, we (hall have reafon to 
pronounce him one of the greateft and the bed of men. 
We cannot, therefore, more properly commence this 
manual, which is intended as a mirror for youth, than 
by briefly recording h:s eventful life ;—one of the 
earlieil luminaries of this ifland, and the moft brilliant 
example, perhaps, of talents, enterprize, patience, for- 
titude, and uuiverfal virtue, that the volume of hiftory 
unfolds. 

This accomplilhed prince was the youngeft fon of 
Ethelwolf, and grandfon of Egbert, under whom the 
kingdoms of the Saxon heptarchy feem to have been 
firmly connefted into one Hate. He was born at Wan- 
tage, in Berklhire, and gave early indications of thofe 
virtues and abilities which, in the fequel, were inltrn- 
meutal in faving his country from utter fubverfion. His father 



ALFRED. 
father, fitter for a monk than a king, and entertaining a- 
profound veneration for the fee of Rome, which in- 
cfeafed with his years, carried, this his favourite fon to 
the papal' court, when very young; and fbon after their 
return, again fentthe young prince thither, with a fplen- 
did retinue; where, a report being fpread of the death 
of Ethelwolf, Leo III. gave him the royal un£tion,. 
though ftill a boy, and* as the your.geft of five brothers, 
very remote from any profpect of a throne. It is pro- 
bable, however, that the pregnant genius of Alfred gave 
his holinefs prefages of future greatnefs ; or perhaps by 
this ceremony the Pope meant to afiiime the power for 
which his fucceflbrs afterwards contended, of conferring< kingdoms at his pleafure.. The novelty and grandeur of 
the fcenes which Rome difplayed to the youthful hero,, 
made an jmpreffion on his mind which was never after- 
wards effaced; and he profited more by his own quick* 
nefs of apprehention than by the partiality of the Pope, 
who had deftined him to be a king. 

After his fecond return from Rome, his father made 
him the idol of his fondeft but mifguided affeifrion. He 
indulged him in every pleafure; and fo negletfred his 
education, that when he was twelve years of age he was 
ftill ignorant of the loweft elements of literature. His 
mother, having a tafte for Saxon poetry, encouraged her 
fon, by rewards adapted to his juvenile years, to commit 
fome verfes to memory. The noble and elevated fenti- 
ments with which nature had endowed him were now 
roufed into aftion and, not fatisfied with reciting, he 
fpeedily learned to read his native tongue and.afterwards 
to acquire a knowledge of Latin, which opening new 
fources of mental improvement to him, fanned the in- 
genuous ardour that lay {mother< d in his bread:. 

Ethelwolf 
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Ethelwolf divided his property and his kingdoms 

among his foils with impartial affeftion. Alfred, being 
exempted from the cares of fovereignty, devoted much, 
of his time to the purfuits of literature. He had, how- 
ever, frequent opportunities of difplaying his courage 
againft the Danes ; and his three elder brothers dying 
after fhort reigns, he was appointed firft minifter and 
general of the armies to Ethelred* who next affumed the 
reins of government. In a battle fought foon after, 
Ethelred was mortally wounded ; and Alfred, in the 
twenty-fecond year of his age, was called, to his un- 
Ipeakable regret, from learned leifure, in which he took 
the moft fincere delight, to the defence, not to the enjoy-, 
ment, of a crown. 

The Danes were ravaging the country far and near* 
and fcarcely had he, time to bury his brother, before he 
was obliged to take the field with inferior numbers. 
The enemy, however, accepted terms of accommoda- 
tion, and ftipulated to depart the kingdom ; but no 
fooner were they at adiftance from a power to which 
they had reluftantly yielded* than they renewed their 
devaftation; and frefli fwarms pouring in from the 
North, they penetrated into Dorfet, the very centre of 
Alfred’s dominions. Again they were obliged to come 
to a treaty of the fame purport as that which they had. 
lately violated ; but v/ith Angular perfidy feized the 
firft opportunity of falling on Alfred’s army, and, hav- 
ing put it to the rout, obtained pofleffion of Exeter. 

The fpirit of the prince rofe with the dangers he was 
called to encounter. He collefled new forces, and prefT- 
ed the foe with fuch vigour, that, after fighting eight 
battles in one year, he reduced them to the utmoft ex- 
tremity. Still, however, the love of peace was fupe- 
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rior to a pafiion for military glory in the heart of AifteiJ*, 
he liftened to new overtures for accommodation, and 
infilled only that they Ihould retire from his borders, 
and fuffer no further importations of their countrymen. 
However, during the very execution of this liberal 
treaty, news was brought that a frelh band of marauders 
had landed, and furprifed Chippenham, then a town of 
feme importance, and were carrying fire and fword 
through the heart of the kingdom. 

This laft calamity reduced the Englilh to defpair. 
Each thought of his own prefervation, the authority of 
the king was disregarded, and all his eloquence and his 
heroifm could not infpire them with refolution to make 
another effort in defence of their liberties and homes. 
In this dilemma Alfred prudently laid alide the enfigns 
of royalty, difmifled his attendants, and in the meanell’ 
quire endeavoured to conceal himfelf from the fur)" of 
his foes. Hiftory relates that he fought an afyluPn for 
fome time with one of his own cowherds, whofe wife, 
ignorant of the condition of her gueft, left him one day 
in charge of fome cakes which were loading; but the 

» mind of Alfred being intent on higher objefh, he ne- 
gle&ed his trull, and fuffered them to burn; on which 
the honed houfewife rated him foundiy, and obferved, 
as he had no obje&ion to eat her warm cakes, he might 
have taken fome care in toading them. Alfred was too 
magnanimous to relent this taunt: it doubtlefs excited 
only a fmile. 

The Danes becoming lefs ardent in their purfuit, he 
retired into the ide of Athelney, in Somerfetfhiie, a fpot 
formed by the inundations of the Thone and the Parret, 
where he edablilhed himfelf; and gradually collecting a 
few of his mod faithful adherents, whom he infpired 
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with hopes o^feeing better clays, fupported them in this 
fequeliered and almoft inaccefiible retreat by occaftonal 
cjccurliens in the environs. 

After lying twelve months in this concealment, medi- 
tating proje£ts of delivering his country, he was in- 
formed that a party of his followers had routed a confi- 
derable army of the Danes, killed their chiefs, and taken 
the famous raven, or enchanted ftandard. 

This omen of fuccefs infpired him with frefli refolu- 
tion to take the field, and to difcover himfelf to his fub- 
je<fts; but prudently refle&ing that caution (hould pre- 
cede enterprife, he difguifed himfelf in the habit of a 
harper, and reconnoitred the enemy’s camp in perfect 
fecurity. His mufic and his facetious humours were fo 
acceptable to the Danifh prince, that he entertained him 
for fome days, little fufpe£Hng the quality of his gueft, 
or the hoftile object of his vifit. 

Finding the enemy funk in fupine fecurity from their 
contempt of the Englifti, he fummoned his nobles to 
bring their followers into the field, and by his appearance 
reanimated their drooping courage, and infpired them 
with a delire of liberty or death. Immediately taking 
advantage of the popular impreftion, he led his army 
againft the Danes, who, panic-ftruck at this unexpefted 
attack, made buta feej?le refiftance ; and after great num- 
bers of them were fiain, the reft offered an unconditional 
fubmiflion, 

Alfred, no lefs generous than brave, formed a fcheme 
for converting them from mortal enemies into faithful 
friends. He affigned them a part of the northern and 
eaftern coafts, on condition that they would embrace 
Chriftianity, betake themfelves to habits of induftry, and 
form a rampart againft any future incurfions of theif 

countrymen. 
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countrymen. This lenient and politic meafure fe'cured 
the peace of Alfred’s reign for feveral years; during 
which interval, he applied himfelf with patriotic zeal and 
diligence to perfeft the civil and military inftitutions, to 
rebuild the ruined cities, particularly London, which 
had been cruelly facked and deftroyed, and to ereft nu- 
merous cailles and forts. At the lame time availing 
himfelf of the irifular fituation of Britain, he firft raifed 
a navy; which he inftin&ively forefaw would be the fu- 
ture bulwark of his realms. 

But, as Ihips are of little ufe without lailors, he pro- 
moted navigation by every poflible means to feeure a 
fupply; and in time trained a body of men, courageous 
and hardy, and prompt, whenever called, to defend their 
native coafts from holfile aggreflion. Thus to Alfred we 
are indebted, not only for many wife and falutary infti- 
tutions and eftablilhments, which ftill have a fenfible 
influence on our laws and government, but moft parti- 
cularly for cherifhing a mode of defence to which we 
owe our principal glory and fecurity. 

But fo rapid feems to have been the increafe of Scan- 
dinavian population for fome centuries, that colonies 
were fent out from thofe extenfive regions in quick fuc- 
ceffion, either to feek new fettlements, or to enrich their 
native country with the plunder of more fouthern na- 
tions. Accuflomed to warfare, reftrained by no ties, 
human or divine, thefe barbarians carried devaftation 
wherever they went, and proved the terror and the 
ficourge of countries with which they could have no 
quarrel, or plaulible caufe for enmity. 

Even the fame and prowefs of Alfred could not, for 
any continuance of time, guard his coalts from viola- 
tion. The Danes tried to eacel him in the art of naval 

war, 
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-war, and made frequent defcents, in fome of which they 
did confiderable damage. On one occafion, however, 
when they had failed up the Thames, and built a fort 
which curbed London, and numbers of their (hips had 
been drawn up the Lea, he contrived to divert the courfe 
of that river, and to leave them dry ; which extraordi- 
nary enterprife obliged the enemy to make a precipitate 
retreat. 

Still they returned with new means of annoyance; and, 
when they found themfelves unable to cope with Al- 
fred’s fleets in open fight, they carried on a piratical 
kind of warfare, more galling than any regular attack. 
A confiderable number, however, of thefe freebooters 
having been captured, they were brought to trial at 
Winchefter, and jultly fentenced to be banged up as the 
common enemies of mankind. 

This inftance of well-timed feverity, added to the 
formidable naval and military force which Alfred now 
commanded, purchafed tranquillity for the remainder of 
his reign. During the three laft years he was at full lei- 
fure to devote his time and his talents to arts the moft 
glorious for a king to cultivate : he 'foftened the fero- 
cious manners of his fubjefts by the encouragement 
which he gave to literature: he taught them the value of 
induftry, by fecuring the pofieflion of property, and dif- 
fufing profperity and happinefs over a land to which 
they had long been ft'angers. 

While engaged in thefe truly great and meritorious 
purfuits and occupations, he was arreted by 'he hand 
of death, in the vigour of his age, and the 'full fi^ength 
of all his faculties, after a fplendid reign of twenty-nine 
years and upwards; during which he had fougnt an al- 
*noft unparaLeled number of battles with general faccefs, 

and 
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and had deftrvedly acquired the titles of Great, and 
Founder of the Englith Monarchy. 

Contrafted with the brighteft ornaments, either of an- 
cient or modern times, the charafter of Alfred will appear 
to advantage. Whether regarded as a citizen, a monarch, 
a legiflator, or a hero, he will appear highly eftimable, 
and prefents the fineft model for imitation, that even the 
power of fancy could delineate. In him the virtues 
were fo well tempered, and fo juftly blended, that none 
exceeded its proper limits. He poflefled the mod en- 
terprifing fpirit with the cooled prudence; the mod 
Heady perfeverance with the mildeft flexibility ; the mod 
rigid judice with the gentled mercy. He knew how to 
reconcile the vigour of authority with the arts that con- 
ciliate love ; and to give ther fovereign command the air 
of a friendly requed. With the highed capacity, and 
the mod ardent inclination for fcience, he united the 
mod diining talents for a&ion. His civil and military 
qualifications equally claim our admiration, and keep 
our judgment in fufpenfe which ought the mod to be 
the objeft of our applaufe. 

Nature too, as if anxious to produce a finiflied model 
of perfonal as well as intelleftual excellence, had be- 
llowed on Alfred every attraction of form that can pleafe 
the eye, or engage the heart. He was well made, aCtive, 
and vigorous, dignified in his mien and air, with an 
open, engaging countenance, which never failed^to at- 
trafl regard. 

But the character of Alfred is too illufirious to be dif- 
mifled without a more particular enumeration of its lead- 
ing traits and brilliant energies; and to trace the origin 
of feveral of the mod valuable privileges and wifed in- 
llitutions in our country to this great man, will infallibly tend 
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vtead to render them honourable in our eyes, and attach 
us the more ftrongly to their obfervance. 

After he had reprefled the incurfions of the Danes, 
and internal tranquillity gave him an opportunity of ex- 
erting.ins talents for government with effe<3, he began 
with eftablifning the principles of juftice. Having di- 
vided the counties throughout the kingdom into hundreds 
and tithings, and eftabliftied that incomparable mode of 
trial by juries—the beft fecurity of our liberties, both 
perfonal and political;—in order to guide the magiftrates 
in the.adminiftration of juftice, he framed a body of 
laws, which, though now loft, are not obfolete,, but ftijl 
operate in full force under the name of the common 
raw, an ineftimable code of jurifprudence, by which 
the rights of individuals are moft facredly guarded, and 
public and private delinquents rendered amenable to 
juftice. 

And though a convention of the ftates, on extraor- 
dinary emergencies, feemj to have been of much earlier 
date than the reign of Alfred, yet to him we owe their 
regular periodical meetings^ which he fixed twice a year 
in London a city which he had himfelf repaired and 
beautified, and conftituted the capital of his kingdom. 
In thefe feifions of parliament, laws were cnafted bv 
the advice and with the concurrence of the moft en- 
lightened and diftinguiftred fubje<ft* ; while, on ordinary 
occafiows, the monarch was directed by a kind of privy 
council, compofed of fome among the principal perfons 
who attended his court. 

When Alfred mounted the throne, he found his peo- 
ple immerged in ignorance and barbarifm. He himfelf 
complains that, on his acceffion, he could not find one 
perfon, fouth of the Thames, who was capable of tranf- 
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lating the Latin fervice into his mother-tongue. In 
every age, and among all nations, it has been found 
that purity of morals has kept pace with the propagation 
of found knowledge and good principles. As a fove- 
reign, he faw it was his duty and his intereft to promote 
a fpirit of learning among his fubjefts, and his own ex- 
ample muft have furniftied a very powerful incentive. 
He not only excelled all the Englifh of his time in ge- 
neral literature, but by encouraging learned foreigners to 
fettle here, and by an impartiahappreciation of merit, he 
rendered fcience both honourable and advantageous. 
He raifed and endowed many fchools; and, if the illuf- 
trious univerfity of Oxford does not own him for its 
original founder, which is a point that has been difputed, 
it is generally allowed that to Alfred it is indebted for 
fome of its moft valuable privileges, and much of its 
early reputation and diftinftion. 

But as genius is a plant which does not always fpring 
in a patrician foil, and as without the foftering hand of 
patronage it can feldom bring its fruit to perfection, this 
fagacious monarch not only fowed the feeds of know- 
ledge, but he took care, when they appeared, to rear 
them with parental alter »ion. The vicious and the il- 
literate, whatever other diftinCtions they might claim, 
were never the objeCts of Alfred’s regard; while merit 
and fcience engrotfed, as they deferved, all his favour, 
and every reward in his power to beftow. Indeed, this 
was the golden age of literature among the Anglo- 
Saxons : the harveft was abundant, and the labourers 
were not more than •could obtain an ample recompenfe 
for their toil. The penetrating mind of the lovereign 
qualified him to diferiminate between’ real and fpecious 
claims to preferment; intrigue could not deceive him ; 

intereft 
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intercft was ufelefs, when judgment, abilities, and pro* 
bify, were to decide the prize on account of virtue and 
talents. 

Of the private life of Alfred we have few memorials; 
but enough to fhew that he was one of the moft amiable 
men in every domeftic relation that ever lived. Succefs 
could neither elevate bim to the extravagance of joy, nor 
the heavielt calamities affeft him with unmanly defpair. 
He infpired his children with a portion of his own ge- 
nius, and qualified them for the important deftinies to 
which they were born. To his friends he was open, 
chearful, and communicative; to his enemies he (hewed 
no refentment after they were difarmed ; to his country 
he was a truly parental guardian. A remarkable econo- 
mift of his time, ‘he devoted one part to deep and the 
refeftion of his body by diet and exercife; another to 
the difpatch of bufinefs; and the third tofludy and de- 
votion. And as, in thofe rude times, the art of mea- 
Turing hours was very imperfeft, he invented tapers of 
equal length, which he fixed in lanterns; and when 
one was burnt out, it warned him that a new avocation 
awaited him. 

By this u'ife diftribution of his time, though fubjeft to 
frequent interruptions of health, and though he was 
obliged to fight in perfon fifty-fix battles by fea and land, 
he acquired mure knowledge, and compofed more books, 
fome of which are ftili extant, in a life of no extraordi- 
nary length, than many poflefied of genius and leifure, 
with all their laborious refearches, have been able to per- 
form in more fortunate ages, though letters were the foie 
pbjeft of their purfuit. 

Yet, as the welfare and comforts of focicty are not pro- 
moted only by literature, but alfo by the cultivation of 
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humbler'arts which come into daily ufe, and are equally 
neceffary to all, he did not.neglect to encourage me- 
chanical induftry ; and no inventor or improver of what- 
ever could tend to embellifli life, or add to its conve- 
niences, was fuffered to go unrewarded. He likewife 
introduced and encouraged manufactures; and by his 
zeal for naval and commercial enterprife firft taught his 
fubjeCts the art of defending themfelves at home, and 
the advantages of an interchange of produce and labour 
with foreign countries. 

And, laftly, to complete the chara&e'r of this great 
hero, king, and fcholar, he was temperate, pious, and 
devout. Knowing that ftates muft rife or fall by their 
attention to religion, or their negleCt of its precepts, he 
re-edified and reftored almoft every monaftery in his do- 
minions, which the fury of the Danes had brought to 
ruin; he alfo founded and improved others, and gave 
many fubftantial proofs of his regard for the welfare of 
the church in all its component parts. 

Thus, in the latter part of the reign of Alfred, juftice 
was purely‘admiiiiftered, religion anU its profelfbrs were 
refpeCled, and the nation fiouriflied in peace, happinefs, 
and fecurity. , The vigour of Alfred’s genius pervaded 
every department of the ftate. It is even faid, the police 
was fo excellent, that golden bracelets were himg up 
near the highways, and no one dared to touch them; yet 
amidft this firm fupport of legal authority, Alfred pre- 
ferved the moft inviolable regard to the liberties and 
conftitutional rights of his people. His laft will, among 
other pathetic palfages and bequefts topofierity, contains 
this ever-memorable fentiment, the heft pledge of his 
being a truly patfiot king, “ That it 'was juft the Eng- 
k:h jhmld for c-ver remain as free as their own thoughts.” < 

II. FRIAR 
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li. FRIAR BACON. 

Born 12*4.—Died 1294. 
From lyh John, to lid Edward L 

Among thofe who have difplayed fupefior abilities 
and penetration, in an age when the gloom of ignorance 
was too thick to be pierced by common minds, the 
illuftrious Friar Bacon will ever obtain a diftinguilhed 
rank. At any period, the vigour of his endowments 
would have railed him above the mafs of common men : 
at the period in which he lived, his high attainments in 
knowledge, contrafted with the prevailing general ftupi- 
dity, render him an object of profound • refpeft, and 
challenge the applaufeand admiration of all pofterity. 

Roger Bacon was born near Ilchefter, in S 4jeerfet- 
fhire, of refpeftable parentage, in the year 12^4. He 
began his literary career at Oxford; and thence removed 
to the ivniverfity of Paris, then reckoned the grand 
centre of fcience'and learning. Here the luftre of his 
talents began to bediftinguifhed ; and his progrefs in the 
fciences rendered him the ornament of that univerfity, 
and gained him fome very valuable friends. He was 
particularly careflTed by his amiable and learned country- 
man, Robert Grofthead, afterwards Bifliop of Lincoln, 
whofe patronage at once gave and reflefted honour. 

About the twenty-fixth year of his age, having ac- 
quired all the learning of the .times, only, however, to 
detect its fallacy, and to fubftitute fomething better in 
its room, he returned to Oxford, and alfumed the Fran- 
cifcan habit. The learned leifure that this Situation 
allowed him, he devoted to the ardent profecotion of 
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experimental philofophy, his favourite ftudy, in which 
lie expended confiderable Alms, and made very import- 
ant difcoveries. 

Like his immortal namefake, Francis Bacon, who 
was hofn in happier days, he emancipated himfelf from 
the trammels of the -exifting philofophy, pierced the 
fubtleties of the fcholaftic divinity with an intuitive per* 
fpicacity, and had fo little refpeft for the reigning ab- 
furdities, though rendered venerable by time, that he 
declared the whole works of Ariftotle were fit only to be 
burned. 

By his extraordinary talents and aftonilhing progrefs 
in fciences then concealed from the reft of the world, 
or only known to a diftinguifhed few, he could not foil 
to awaken envy, the conftant attendant on .worth and 
genius; and his illiterate fraternity, having neither fenfc 
nor diligence lufficient to keep pace with his difcoveries, 
and unable to brook his intelle£hial fuperiority, pnfiefled 
the vulgar with a notion, that he maintained an inter- 
courfe with the agents of darknefs. 

Under this ridiculous pretence, which convinces us 
how much his attainments were above the level of com- 
mon underftandings, he was reftrained from reading 
fe&ures; his writings were confined to his convent • 
and, finally, when he had reached the fixty-fourth year 
of his age, he was imprifoned in his cell. 

Still, however, being indulged with the ufe of his 
books, he did not fuffer his mind to be diverted from the 
great objedt of his inquiries: he extended his know- 
ledge, he corredled his former labours, and he atg- 
mented them by feme new and curious difquifitions. 
His opus majus, or great work, which is ftill extant, 
had been prepared at the requeft of Clement IV. : and 
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after lyi>g ten years in confinement, he addrefled A 
trealife to Pope Nicholas IV. “ On the Means of avoid- 
ing the Infirmities of old Age,” and importuned that. 
pontiff for his releafe. - The effeft of this application is 
unknown: it certainly was not immediately regarded; 
but being backed in the fequel by feveral perfons of 
diftinftion, Bacon was at length fet free, and fpent in 
tranquillity the remainder of his days, in the college of 
his order, at Oxford; where he departed this life, in the 
eightieth year of his age, on the i ith of January, 1294. 

Such are the few particulars which the mod inquiti- 
tive have been able to difcover concerning this honour 
of his country and pride of human nature, who darted 
forth his light in the midft of monadic bigotry, like a 
bright ftar in a dark hemifphere. He was incomparably 
the greateft philofopher of his time, and in many refpefts 
may ftand in competition with the mod eminent of more 
enlightened ages. His writings are elegant, terfe, and 
hervous,. and adorned with fuch exquifiteobfervations on 
nature, that he maybe faid to have unlocked hertreafury. 
In chemidry he dood unrivalled;, and, according to Dr. 
Freind, almoft every uieful invention and operation 
which modern praftice has adopted in this fcience, may 
be traced to its origin in his various works.. He defcribes 
the preparation of gunpowder in the mod precife terms; 
yet the Jefuit Barthol Schwartz, who lived feveral ages 
after,, mud, doubtlefs, he allowed the honour of pointing 
out the deftruflive purpofes to which this compofitiou 
may be applied. 

In drort, from an attentive perufal of the works of 
this great luminary, it will be found that Bacon was a 
Unguid and grammarian ; that he was well verfed in the 
theory and praftice of perfpeftive ; that he underdood 

H 4 the 



the ufe and manufafture of convex and concavt: glaffe? ^ 
that the camera obfcura, the burning-glafs, and the 
telefcope, were familiar to him ; that he was intimately 
acquainted with geography and aftronomy ; that he was 
aware of the great error in the calendar, affigned the 
caufe, and propofed the remedy ; that he was an adept 
in chemiftry, and pofTefled great knowledge of the heal- 
ing art; in fine, that he was an able mathematician, 
an expert mechanic, a found logician, and a rational 
theolbgift. 

But with all his acquirements, folid and valuable as 
they are, much drofs was neceflarily mixed. This how- 
ever was the fault of the age, and not of the man.— 
Judicial aflrology was then in high repute, and Bacon was 
a dupe to all its illufions. 

He tells us in one. place, that life may be preferved 
by fpermaceti, aloes, and dragon’s flefli 5 and that im- 
mortality itfelf may be fecured by the philofopher’s 
fione. Thefe were the reveries of the times : in fome 
refpefts it was impoiTible to fubmit them to the teft of 
experiment, and theory alone will ever be vague. He 
feems to have been unacquainted with that noble dis- 
covery the polarity of the magnetic needle; but he has 
largely defcanted on the hazel-twig of divination. 

“ Yet notwithftanding fome abfurdities and chimeras, 
this Bacon,” fays Voltaire, “ mull be allowed to be a 
very great man for the age in which he lived. Imagine 
to vourfelf the Samoyeds and Oftiacs to have read 
Ariftotle and Avicen, and you will have an idea of 
what mankind then were. At that period all knowledge 
w'as confined to the Arabians, who were the philofophers 
of Chriftendom. The king’s fool,” adds this witty 
author, “was always a native; but the'phyfician or 
do&pr was either an Arabian or a Jew,” 
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III. JOHM WICKLIFF. 

Born about 1324.—Died 1384. 
From \~jth Edward 11. to jtb Richard II. 

If we trace many of the greateft events and the moft 
important difcovenes to their fource, we fhall havje the 
fatisfaftion to refleft, that fome of the moft aftonifhing 
and beneficial, which hiftory record^, have in a great: 
meafure originated from our illuftrious countrymen ; 
among whom WicklifF' will maintain juft celebrity, as 
long as a love of truth and a deteftation of impofture and 
intolerance thall aftuate the human heart. 

This precurforof the reformation, which Luther and 
others had the honour of completing, was a native of 
Wickl! ff, near Richmond, in Yorkfhire; but of his family, 
or his early years, we have no account. Being defigned 

.for the church, he was firft fent to Queen’s college, Ox- 
ford ; but, the advantages for ftudy in that newly-efta- 
blilhed houfe not anfwering his expectations, he removed 
to Merton college in the fame univerfity, then efteemecl 
one of the moft learned focieties in Europe. 

At that period, a deep fkill in dialeClics and an in- 
timate acquaintance with the fcholaftic divinity were the 
grand paflports to fame. To a man of Wickfiff’s pene- 
trating genius, thefe “ difficult trifles” foon gave way ; 
and he quickly became a very fubtle difputant, and reign- 
ed in thefchools without a competitor. It is probable,, 
however, that he maftered the fafltionable ft tidies only 
to deleft their fallacy and infignificance: In divinity he 
appears to have early chalked out a Ampler path than any 
of his contemporaries had either the fenfe or the .refolu . 
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tion to devife; he drew his tenets from the fcripture3 alone, and reje&ed the glofles of the fchoolmen, and the 
dogmas of authority. 

Having made himfelf confpicuous by his defence of 
the univerfity againft the mendicant friars, who pleaded 
that their practice was of gofpel inftitution, he acquired 
the reputation of a man of profound learning and abilities; 
and in confequence was chofen malier of Baliol hall, 
and foon after warden of Canterbury college, by its 
founder, Archbifhop Iflip. A fchifm had for fome time 
agitated that fociety, which wascompofed of regulars and 
feculars ; and though its head now belonged to the latter 
order, this did not give fuch a preponderance as to enfure 
quiet. Some regulars, who had been eje<5ted by the 
founder, taking advantage of the promotion of Simon 
Langham to the primate’s chair, a man who had been 
bred up with all the monaftic prejudices, found a zealous 
patron in this quondam monk ; and fentence of expulfion 
was pa{Ted on Wickliff and his alTociates in their turn. 

Such a flagrant piece of injuftice raifed a general out- 
cry, and WicTdiff was advifed to prefer an appeal to the 
Fope : but through the manoeuvres of Langham, and 
the irrefolute policy of Urban, after the bufinefs had 
been protratfed to a great length, the ejeftmeut was 
confi rmed 

On fuch cafual pivots the minds of men turn, that th« 
virtue of pure principle isfcarcely to be expe&ed. There 
can be little doubt but this decifion finally determined 
Wickliff in his oppofition to the holy fee; yet it muft 
not be concealed, that in his previous writings he had 
inveighed freely againft the exactions and corruptions of 
the papal courtj and now the whole flrength of his ex- cellent 
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cellcnt uuderftanding was cl ire ft ed to expofe its errors, 
and to leflen its influence. 

Notwithftanding his expulfion, his credit with the 
univerfity was not loft. He took his degree of doctor in. 
divinity with much eclat; and the profelTor’s chair in 
that fcience being vacant, he was chofen to fill it, not 
only in compliment to his acknowledged merit, but as a 
remuneration for his lofs. 

WicklifFhad now attained the fummit of his ambition. 
His ftation afforded him the opportunity he had been 
anxioufly looking for, of throwing new lights on the 
eftablifhed religion of Europe. His reafon and his re- 
fleflion convinced him, that the Romifh religion was re- 
plete with errors in theory, and that the lives of its pro- 
feflbrs were (till worfe in practice. His inveteracy againft 
the monks was inflamed, and he omitted no opportunity 
of painting them in their genuine colours of infamy.— 
But amjdft all his zeal for truth, and his antipathy againft 
the interefted fupporters of a falfe and domineering re- 
ligion, he proceeded with caution and circumfpection. 
He firft led his hearers into habits of argumentation; and 
artfully raifed objections, rather that others might fee 
through delufion, than that he might have the credit and 
danger of expofing it himfelf. 

When he had accuftomed men to think, he attempted 
a higher flight; and taught them to think juftly. He 
removed the veil of prejudice by gradual but reiterated 
efforts; he Jet in the light by degrees, and in fuch pro- 
portions as he found the eyes of a nation, fo long ufed to 
darknefs, could endure it. Though of a known hoftility 
to the encroachments of Rome, its moft zealous partizans 
had fome difficulty in finding put a plaulible pretext to 
filence him; but at laft they fucceeded fo far as to de 
prive him of.his profefTorfhip, and probably indulged the 

b 6 hopes 
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hopes that, as the theatre of his exertion was clofed, his 
principles would foon be forgotten. 

It happened, however, othefwife. The infolence of 
the Pope in claiming from Edward III. the homage 
which"had been paid by his weak predecefibr John, 
roofed the indignant feelings of John of Gaunt, duke of 
Lancafier, who, during the decline of his father, had the 
principal dire&ion of affairs; and the pen of Wickliff was 
fuccefsfuliy exerted in defence of his fovereign and his 
fellow-fubjedts. 

This was the means of introducing him to court; and 
the duke of Lancafter, who had liberal notions in religion 
for the time in which, he lived, and was irritated by 
recent vexations from the clergy, feeing their animofity 
againfl Wickliff, took him under his proteftion ; and 
treated him with a kindnefs proportioned to the enmity 
which he bore his adveffaries. 

.The grievances of the nation from the papal domina- 
tion had reached fuch a height, that it was refolved to 
fend an embaffy to the Pope to treat for the liberties of 
the church of England. At the head of this million, 
which proceeded to Bruges, were the bifliop of Bangor 
and Dr. Wickliff. On the part of the fee of Rome were 
men in whom it could wholly confide. The negotia- 
tion was carried on with great abilities on both fides; 
and after its fittings had been protratfed for two years, 
the Englifh agents prevailed fo far, as to gaina ftipulation 
that his holinefs fhould no longer difpofe of any benefices ■ 
in England. This treaty, however, was eluded to a 
flagrant degree; but, in confequence of the abilities 
which WicklifF had difplayed in it, he was prefehted by 
the king to the living of Lutterworth in Leicefterfliire, 
and foon after obtained a prebendal Hall in the church 
of Well bury in the county of Gloucefter, Puring 



John wiCKLirr. 5i 
During Ins refidence at Bruges, the views of the Church' 

of Rome had been gradually developed to the inquiiitive- 
and penetrating Wicklilf; and he difcovered it to be as 
corrupt in 'principle, as he had long known it to be de- 
praved in practice. He now threw off the mafk which 
he had worn fo long; and thought? it unworthy of his ~ 
charafter to temporize. The- pretended fucceflbr of 
Peter himfelf did not efcape his invectives: the ponti- 
fical infallibility, ufurpations, pride, avarice, and tyranny, 
were the frequent topics of his declamatiom ; and the ap- 
propriate epithet of Anti-chrift feems to have been firft 
conferred on him by this proto Englifli reformer; -4ir' 

Having fown the feed which he had reafon to believe 
would ripen into a full barveft of fname to the church of 
Rome, he retired to his living in Leicefterfhire, in order 
to avoid the gathering ftorm. But his privacy, and his 
difiance from Oxford, the fcene of his honourable la- 
bours, gave his enemies frefli fpirits. A papal bull was 
forwarded to .Sudbury archbilhop of Canterbury, and 
Courtney bifhop of London, to fecufe this arch-heretic; 
and at the fame time the' king and the univerfity ware 
importuned to favour the profecution. , 

WicklifF being cited to appear before the bifliop of 
London at St. Paul’s, on a fixed day, found himfelf 
obliged to notice the unexpefted' fummons. In this 
dilemma, he applied to. his jktron the duke of Lancafter^ 
who, though he wiflied to fcreen him wholly, judged it 
expedient to facrifice fomething to-appearances, and only 
promifed to attend him in perfon to his trial, accompanied 
by Percy earl marfhal of England. When they reached 
St. Paul’s, the court was already convened, and there was 
fome difficulty in procuring admilfion. The biffiop, 
piqued to fee Wickliff fo honourably attended, let fall 

fome 
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feme peevifh expreflions, which the high-fpirited and in- 
dignant Lancafler being unable to brook, retorted with 
great warmth, and even began to threaten. “ Sooner,” 
faid he, in a kind of half-whifper, “ than bear fuch ufage 
from a birtiop, I will pull him by the hair of the head 
out of the church.” TThe populace, however, catching 
the menace, the whole aifembly was kiftantly in a fer- 
ment. The general cry was, They would Hand by their 
diocefan to the la ft breath; and the confufion rofe to 
fuch a height, that the court broke up in diforder, and 
its proceedings were never refumed. 

The tumult, however, did not end fo foon. The 
duke, in the agitation of his paflions, immediately pro- 
ceeded to the houfe of peers, where he preferred a bill 
to deprive the city of London of its privileges, and to 
alter its jurifdi&ion. In confequence of this, all was 
uproai* and riot; and Lancafter was obliged to quit the 
city in precipitation, till the rage of the populace had 
fubfided. 

Wickliff again fought the retirement of Lutterworth, 
and proceeded in his great work, a tranftation of the 
Scriptures into Englifli. He appears to have met with 
no more moleftation after this, till the death of Edward 
III. when Richard II. fon of Edward the Black Prince, 
only eleven years of age, afeended the throne of his 
grandfather. 

On this occafion, the duke of Lancafter, uncle to the 
young king, afpired to be foie regent; but parliament 
put the office into commiflion, and allowed him only a 
fingle voice in the executive power. The clergy, who 
perceived the diminiflied influence of the duke, began 
their profecution againft WicklifF anew. Articles of 
acscufation were drawn up, and the pope, by feveral 

bulk, 
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bulls, had ordered his imprifonment, or at lead cited 
him to make his perfonal appearance at Rome, within 
the fpace of three months, unlefs he fhould retraft his 
heretical opinions. 

The bulls were treated with negleft in general, and 
by parliament with contempt. The biftiop of London 
alone entered into the letter and fpirit of the pope’s 
mandate; but tarcely had he taken the preliminary 
fteps in this bufinefs, when he received a peremptory 
order from the duke of Lancafter not to enforce impri- 
fonment for the fake of opinion only, as a meafure con* 
trary to the laws of England. 

The bifliop, intimidated at this interference, contented 
himfelf with citing Wickliff to a provincial fynod, at 
Lambeth; where being queftioned as to the articles of 
his faith, he gave fitch an ambiguous explanation of them, 
as proves, that, however fincere he was in his belief, he 
felt bpt little ambition to gain the crown of martyrdom. 
He was therefore difmifled, with an injunction not to 
preach any more thofe doCtrines which had been objected 
to him; but his zeal, it appears, was inflamed by the 
coercion, and he afterwards enfoiced his tenets with 
more ardour than before. 

Falling into a dangerous illnefs at Oxford, fame of the 
begging friars, to whom he had ever been an enemy, 
intruded themfelves, it is faid, into his chamber, and 
warned him, for the good of his foul, to repent of the 
Injuries he had done them. WickhfF raifed himfelf 
from his bed, and, with a Item countenance, exclaimed, 
“ I (hall not die, but live to declare the evil deeds of 
the friars;” which refolute expreffion, we are told, drove 
away his ghoftly monitors in confulion. 

Soon after this, having finiflied his tranflation of (he 
Scriptures, 
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Scriptures, he again became particularly obnoxious to 
the clergy on that very account. It had long been a po- 
litical tenet in the Romifli creed, “ that ignorance is the 
mother of devotion,” and therefore the Bible had been 
locked up from the common people. But WicklifF was 
not fatisfied with aiming this new blow at religious' ty- 
ranny : he next ventured to alfail the grand article of 
tranfubflantiation, in what he called his fixieen conclufions. 
Thefe conclufions being relu&antly condemned by the 
chancellor of Oxford, at the inftigation of Courtney,, 
who was now primate ; WicklifF appealed to the king 
and parliament: out being deferted by his fickle patron, 
the duke of Lancafter, who was unwilling to embroil 
himfelf any farther’ with the clergy, he was obliged to 
make a kind of recantation at Oxford; and, by the 
king’s order, was expelled the univerfity ; where, it feems^ 
till then he had annually read lectures in divinity. 

Again he found an afylum at Lutterworth; but giving 
frefh provocation by his writings, he roufed the keeneft 
refentment in Urban, who then wore the tiara; and in 
all probability would have A.ffered the utmoft that his 
power could inflift, had not Providence delivered him 
from human hands. He was ftruck with a palfy foot* 
after, but ftill attended divine worfhip, till a repetition 
of this fatal malady earned him off, in his chilrch, at 
Lutterworth, in December, 1384. He was buried there; 
tut, after lying more than forty years unmolefted, his 
bones were taken up and burnt, and the afhes fcattered 
in the dream, by order of the reigning pope! 

Such was the life and end of WicklifF, a man who 
xhay be regarded as one of the brightefl ornaments of his 
country, and as one of thofe luminaries which Provi- 

dence 
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dence raifes up and directs as its inftrument to enlighten 
and blefs mankind; 

“To this intuitive genius,” fays Gilpin,. “ Chriften- 
dom was unqueftionably more obliged than to any-name 
in the lift of "reformers. He opened the gates of dark- 
nefs, and let in, not a feeble and glimmering ray, but 
fuch an effulgence of light as was never afterwards ob- 
fcured. He not only loofened prejudices, but-advanced 
fuch clear inconteftable truths, as, having once obtained 
footing, flill kept their ground; and even in an age of 
reformation, as will appear from his various exifting 
writings, wanted but frnall amendment.” 

IV. GEOFFERY CHAUCER. 
Born 1328—Died 1400. 

From l.d Edward HI. to id Henry IV, 
W HOEVER loves to hold dalliance with the Mufes, 
and delights to rove through the regions of fanty, will 
contemplate with pleafure the chara&er of Geoffery 
Chaucer, nof only as the father of Englifh poetry, and a 
refiner of the Englifli language, but as one of the brighteft 
and moft original geniufes that any age or country has 
produced. 

Though Chaucer was extolled in the higheft terms of 
■panegyric by his contemporaiies, 'and has defervedly 
maintained his reputation with pofterity, frhm fome 
flrange fatality we know nothing certain of his parent- 
age, though it probably was genteel; and even the place 
of his birth is not perfectly afcertamed. In his “ Tefht- 

ment 
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ment of Love,” he call himfelf a Londoner ; but Wood- 
ftock, his future refidence, puts in its claim to the ho- 
nour alfo of being his native place; and he certainly has 
rendered it claffic ground, by his natural but poetical 
defcription of fome of its moft delightful fcenes. 

The fame uncertainty, that attends the hiftory of his 
birth, attends that of his education. Whether he ftudied 
at Oxford or Cambridge, or at both univerlities fuccef- 
fively, is a point much difputed by his biographers; nor 
can any new light be thrown, at this day, on the fub- 
jeff. That his education was excellent for that age^ 
can fcarcely be doubted, from the learning difplayed in 
his works; but that his genius rofe ftill fuperior to all 
the advantages of fcholaftic or academic inltilution will 
admit of no difpute. 

Having left the univerfity, he is fuppofed to have 
improved himfelf by travelling into France and the Low 
Countries; and on his return, it is partly afcertained that 
he entered himfelf a member of the Inner Temple, and 
for fome time profecuted the ftudy of the law. Im a 
record of this fociety, publilhed by Speight, the follow- 
ing fafl appears: “ Geoffery Chaucer was fined two 
(hillings, for beating a friar, in Fleet-ftreet.” 

But, though he might probably pay fome attention to 
law-learning as an accomplithment^ there is no reafon 
to think that he ever praftifed it as a profeffion. The 
fprightlinefs of his genius, the elegance of his form and 
manners, and the fertility of his endowments, feem 
early to have attrafled the notice of the court; and he 
particularly devoted himfelf to the fervice of John of 
Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, fon of Edward III. by whofe^ 
favour he obtained in marriage Philippa, daughter of 
Sir Pagan Roupt, and filter of, the famous Lady Cathe- 

rine 
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rine Swynford, firft governefs to the duke’s children, 
and afterwards his wife. 

Chaucer ifras then in the flower of his age, admiied 
for his beauty, and diftinguifhed for every talent and ac- 
complifhment that could render him acceptable in the 
gay and fplendid court of Edward III. As that monarch 
frequently refided at Woodftock, Chaucer had a houfe 
near the park gate, which ftill retains his name, though 
it has been entirely rebuilt and modernized; and here it 
is probable he penned fome of his happiell compofitions. 

After ferving for fome time in quality of the king’s 
page, he was named in a commiflion to treat with the 
republic of Genoa, for the hiring of fome (hips; and on 
his return he obtained, among other marks of royal fa- 
vour, the grant of a pitcher of wine daily. Next year 
he was made comptroller of the cuftoms of London, for 
wool and hides; with a Angular provifo, that he fhould 
execute that office perfonally, and keep the accounts in 
his own hand-writing : a proof, that Edward did not pro- 
mote him for his poetical talents, or he would certainly 
have employed him in a different fituation. 

Soon after this, Chaucer obtained a wardlhip ; and it 
appears that his income at that period was not left than 
tooo pounds per annum, a fum which, in thofe days, 
enabled him to fupport a fplendid hofpitality congenial 
to his difpolition, and to enjoy that otium cum dignitate 
which it is fo rarely the lot of a poet to poflefs. 

It was in this meridian funflnne of profperity that he 
wrote his “ Canterbury Tales,” a poem which exhibits 
a ftriking variety of talents, an union of the fublime and 
the pathetic, with fuch a fund of poignant fatire, genuine 
humour, and knowledge of life, as is feldom paralleled. 
The clergy, both regular and fecular, are the frequent 

butt 
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butt of his keeneft animadverfions; and by this moft 
pfobably he aimed to ingratiate himfelf the more whh his 
patron, the duke of Lancafter, who had openly efpoufed 
the eaufe of WicklifF. But as the flame of genius can 
with difficulty be feparated from a love of liberty,Chau- 
cer himfelf appears to have entered pafiionately into 
the views of that reformer ; a conduct, however, which, 
hi the fequel involved him in much trouble. 

When the duke of Lancafter found himfelf obliged to 
abandon the Wickliflites, and to retire from public life 
for a time, the intereft of Chaucer fank at once, and he 
became from that inftant expofed to all the malice of the 
oppofite party. - Thefe misfortunes .gave rife to that 
beautiful performance, called the “Tellament of Love,”' 
written in imitation of Boethius “ On the Confolation of 
Philofophy.” Satiated with the active fcenes of life, 
which had defrauded him of fo many enjoyments, he re- 
tired to Woodftock, where he again indulged his paflion 
for ftudy, and revifed his former productions. Here he 
finiflied his admirable “ Treatife on the A.ftrolabe,” and 
became fo rivetted to his rural retreat, that even the re- 
turn of the duke of Lancafter to favour and power, and 
the marriage of that great man with the After of his (the 
poet’s) wife, could not feduce him from the tranquil 
fcenes he loved. 

And now the fun of profperity, which had flionefulL 
on his meridian, again warmed his evening hour. Chau* 
cef, by this laft-mtntioned alliance, acquired confiderable 
property and influence ; and, cvhe-n about feventy years 
of age, we find him quitting Woodftock, for Donning- 
ton Caftle, near Newbury. 

Not long after, Henry IV, fon of the duke of Lan- 
cafter, mounted the throne, and in the firft year of his 

reiga 
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reign conferred fome marks of his regard on our poet. 
Chaucer’s former grants, however, being annulled, in 
common with all others pafled in the late reign, the vene- 
rable bard, in the concluding fcene of his life, was ob- 
liged to become a folicitor at court for a renewal of his 
penfions; and though he fucceeded to a certain degree, 
the fatigue of attendance, and his great age, prevented 
him from enjoying long the royal favours. Falling fick 
at London, he quitted the flage of mortal life, Oftob.er 
25th, 1400, in the feventy-fecond year of his age, with 
a kind of enviable philofophical compofure, as appears 
from his fong of “ Fhe from the Zrefe'' 

Chaucer was buried in Weitminfter Abbey, where, 
in 1556,3 monument was erefted to his memory, by- 
Nicholas Brigham, of Oxford, from a juft regard for his 
talents. He left two Ions, Thomas and Lewis; the 
former of whom was fpeaker of the houfe of commons!, 
in the reign of Henry IV. and ,pafled through feveral 
other high offices with reputation and applaufe. 

The private character of Chaucer appears to have been 
as amiable as his literary attainments were illuftrions.— 
Genteel and complaifant in his manners and addrefs, 
frank and liberal in his difpofition, he was at once 
the fine gentleman, the eafy boon companion, and thfc 
learned writer. 

On his poetical and other literary qualifications it is 
unnecdTary to expatiate here. He was indeed the firft 
perfon in England to whom the appellation of a poet, in 
its genuine dignity, could be with propriety applied. He 
attempted every fpecies of verfification, from the epigram 
to the epic, and he was eminently fuccefsful in all. 

V. CARDINAL 
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V. CARDINAL WOLSEY. 

Born 1471—Died about 1530. 
From iotb Edward IF. to Henry Fill. 

To reprefs the afpirings of inordinate ambition, to 
filence the murmurs of neglefted merit, and to pourtrav 
the inftability of fortune and the viciflitudes of human 
life in their mod ftrikiug colours, let us attend to the 
proud career and chequered fate of Wolfey. 

This man, who afterwards rofe to be archbifliop of 
York, chancellor of England, cardinal prieft of Sr. 
Cicily, and legate a latere, (Sfe. is'c. was the fon of a 
butcher at Ipfwich. It is probable, however, that his 
parents pofleffed fome property, and more difcernment; 
for perceiving the bent of his difpohtion to literature, 
they put him early to the grammar fchool; and fijth was 
the maturity of his parts, that he had taken the degree of 
bachelor of arts at Magdalen College, Oxford, before he 
reached his fifteenth year, whence he obtained the ap- 
pellation of the Boy Batchelor. Soon after, he was ad- 
mitted to a ftllowlhip in the fame college, and in due 
time nominated to the fuperintendance of the fchool 
belonging to that fociety. 

This fituation, which is too frequently the grave of 
genius, and the bar to promotion, proved to Wolfey the 
original fource of his future exaltation. At this feminary 
were three fons of the marquis of Dorfet; and it is rea- 
fonable to fuppofe that a man of Wolfey’s ambitious 
character was not inattentive to the advantages he might 
derive from fuch pupils. He afiiduoufly attended to 
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their education, and ingratiated himfelf fo far with both 
parent and fons, that he obtained an invitation to the 
country feat of the marquis, during a recefs ; and by his 
mfinuating manners, his knowledge and hisaddrefs, paved 
the way to more fubftantial marks of favour. By this 
nobleman he was prefented, in his twenty-ninth year, to 
the rectory of Lymington, in Somerfetfliire, his firft ec- 
clefiaftical preferment; where he immediately entered on 
Lis new function as a parifli-prieft. 

Here, it is faid, the gaiety of his difpofition fometimes 
led him into excefles, and that ;n confequence he was 
once fentenced to the hocks. This difgufted him wi h 
the country ; and the juftice, who had ordered a pttnifli- 
ment fo difgraceful to a divine, had afterwards abundant 
reafon to repent of his feverity. 

Wolfey’s patron dying foon after, he quitted his re- 
fidence at Lymington, and projected new means of 
puftiing his fortune. Accordingly we find him, in a 
fliort time, promoted to be a chaplain to Dr. Dean, arch- 
bilhop of Canterbury, Which, however, ferved rather 
to enlarge his views than conduced to his immediate ad- 
vancement. It appears, indeed, that the archbifhop was 
extremely partial to him, and afiifted to make him better 
known; but he did not live long enough to, reward 
Wolfey’s afliduities, and the latter w as again afloat in 
life. 

Having now been introduced to the great, he felt his 
native propenfities roufed, and ambition ftimulated him 
to be a courtier. An obfervation frequently made by him 
was, “ that if he could but fet one foot in the court, he 
would foon introduce his whole body.” A man of abi- 
lities and an afpiring temper, who dire&s the whole 
vigour of his mind to one point, will feldom be finally 

unfuccefsful 
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unfuccefsful. Wolfey, having loft his patron the arch* 
bilhop, next tendered his fervices to Sir John Nephanf, 
trcafurer of Calais, a gentleman in high faivour with 
Henry YU. The application was well received. Sir 
John not-only made him his chaplain, but being debi- 
litated by -age and infirmities, and finding. Wolfey’s 
aptitude for bufinefs, he committed to him the principal 
direction of his office; and in the fequel recommended 
him in fuch ftrong terms of approbation to the king, that 
his majefty put him on the'lift of his royal chaplains. 

Being now landed in the haven of h/s withes, he 
alfiduoufly cultivated the acquaintance of the reigning 
favourites, Fox bifhop of Winchefter, and Sir Thomas 
Lovel, by whom he was zealoufly patronized ; and foon 
after recommended to the king as a perfbn excellently 
qualified to conduff an imponruit negotiation with the 
emperor Maximilian, who then refided at Bruges. 

Being entrufted with this bufinefs, he managed it with 
fuch addrefs, and brought it fo expeditioufly to a fucceflV 
ful eonclufion, that the king was aftoniflied at his poli- 
tical fagacity and prompt decifion. The foundation of 
his fame and future promotion was now effectually laid ; 
and, as an earneft of the efteem in which he wasbeld at 
court, foon after his return from this embafly he was 
made dean of Lincoln. 

The death of Henry VII. happened in the following 
year ; but Wolfey. who had courted the rifing fun, loft 
not.ground by the acceflion of Henry VIII.; on the 
contrary, he found himfelf more diftinguifhed than before. 
In 1510 he was admitted of the king’s privy council, 
made canon ®f Windfor, and regiftrar of the order of 
the garter, befides reaping other tokens of the royal 
favour. Thus firmly ieated, with the gratitude of a 
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buted to his advancement, and in a manner concentrated 
in himfelf the beams of royal beneficence. 

Henry, attached to pleafure with the mod youthful 
ardour, averfe to application, yet impatient of controul, 
was charmed with a fervant who could cater for his gra- 
tification, exonerate him from toil, and yet fubmit to his 
caprices without a murmur. A war with France being 
refolred on, to Wolfey was committed the direction of 
providing the fupplies for the army; and his zeal and 
aftivity in this new fituation were as confpicuous as his 
knowledge was extenfiye. 

Henry landed in France accompanied by Wolfey, 
and on the capture of Tqurnay the favourite was made 
bifliop of that city. The campaign was glorious; but 
a treaty being foon concluded, at Lifle, the Englifh re- 
turned ; and in the fubfequent year Wolfey was pro- 
moted, firft to the fee of Lincoln, and then to the arch; 
bifliopric of York. 

The ftream of royal favour had flowed with fuch a ful 
tide on Wolfey, that the pope thought it politic to con- 
ciliate the favour of a man whofe intereft and income 
were now immenfe ; and to complete his exaltation, in 
1515, his holinefs fent him a cardinal’s hat. 

The pride and oftentation of Wolfey on the acquifi- 
tion of this new dignity deferved ridicule rather than 
refpedt. Even in thofe days, when the people were 
more captivated by fliew than in the prefent, they could 
not refrain from making merry at the cardinal’s expence; 
but Wareham, the chancellor and metropolitan of Can- 
terbury, felt the confiift for pre-eminence with this up- 
ftart fo humiliating, that he refigned the feals, and left 
him without a rival in power and dignity. 

Wolfey was immediately appointed his fuccefibr, and 
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this new promotion did not leflen his former parade. Yet 
U muft be acknowledged, that in his new office he dif- 
played a penetrating judgment, and a deep and enlarged 
acquaintance with law and equity. 

Cardinal Campeggio, the pope’s legate, having about 
this time rendered himfelf unacceptable to Henry VIII ; 
Wolfey had this high rank fuperadded to his other dig- 
nities, by the holy fee. He had now gained all that 
a fubjeft could afpire toj and he appears even to have 
difdained equality with one. He became imperious and 
infolent to the laft degree; yet Wareham alone had the 
honeft courage to acquaint his fovereign with the mal- 
verfation of his fervant. The king on that occafion- 
reprimanded him for the firft time; and Wolfey became 
more cautious, if not more tolerant, than before. 

This towering prelate, however, had for fome time 
entertained views on the chair of St. Peter, and amidft all 
his fplendid follies this feems to have been uppermoft in 
his mind. He engaged foreign influence in his behalf, 
and even factificed the intereft of his country to his own 
private fchemes of aggrandizement. On the death of 
Pope Leo X. he made himfelf fure of being chofen his 
fucceflbr; but Wolfey was of a chara&er rather to be 
feared than loved, and he loft his elefh'on. But though 
difappointed and deceived, he did not relinquilh his 
defign; and when another vacancy happened, on the 
death of Adrian VI, he again put in his pretenfions, and 
again failed of fuccefs. 

He ftill, however, continued to direft the councils of 
his fovereign, and to lord it over his equals, and even 
his fuperiors. He treated the moft powerful of the nobi- 
lity with arrogance and contemft; and Stafford duke of 
Buckingham, the only courtier who ventured to oppofe 
him, fell a vuftim to his intrigues. This gave occafion 
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to an excellent bon mot of Charles V. “ That the 
butcher’s dog” (alluding to Wolfey’s origin) “ had 
worried the faireft hart in England.” 

Wolfey, who had long ceafed to be popular, was now 
execrated by the people; but he continued to enjoy the 
undiminifhed favour of his fovereign ; and thofe whom 
he could not conciliate by his bounty, he awed by his 
terrors. His eftablifliment was princely, and his munifi- 
cence, or rather his oftentation, was correfponden#. 
Yet let us not refufe Wolfey the praife to which his con- 
duit, in fome refpects, has given him a juft claim. His 
endowments at Oxford, and at Ipfwich, the place of his 
nativity, evince an ardent love of literature as well as of 
fames and prove that he did not accumulate wealth 
merely for himfelf alone, but with a view to the benefit' 
of all pofterity. 

Having now feen this extraordinary charaiter at the 
height of his glory, and juft vibrating on the pinnacle of 
renown, giddy with profperity, and therefore unable to 
keep his hold, let us attend his rapid decline. 

Henry had long conceived an ardent affedtion for a 
young lady of the court, daughter to Sir Thomas Boleyn; 
and finding that her virtue was impregnable, was deter- 
mined to remove every obftacle which flood in his way 
to an union with her on honourable terms. Wolfey, 
while he confidered this in the light of an intrigue, 
bowed to the new favourite with the moft fupple 
addrefs ; but when he found that his mafter intended to 
violate every tie to gratify his paffion, zealoufiy difluad- 
ed him from his objett; and thus incurred the refentment 
of his fovereign, who could not brook controul, and of 
the lady, who afpired to be a queen. The courtiers faw the 
danger and the delicacy of his fituation, and made Anne 
Boleyn the inftrument of their vengeance and her own. 
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Againft fuch a combination, co-operating with the 

impetuous defires of Henry, it was impoflible for the 
premier to ftand. Yet the king did not eafily withdraw 
his confidence from a man who had long been his moft 
obfequious drudge, at the fame time that he was the ty- 
rant of his fubje&s; and he continued to be employed 
in emballies to foreign courts, and to enjoy the apparent 
affeftion of his mailer. But thefe embaffies were rather 
thrown in his way to remove him from the royal pre- 
fence, than with any view of employing his talents to 
the fervice of his country ; and, indeed, from the time 
that he afpired to the papacy, it is doubtful whether a 
regard to private intereft did not predominate over a 
fenfe of public duty. 

At length the divorce from Catherine came upon the 
tapis; and the delays and impediments that occurred in 
the profecution of this bufinefs were in a great meafure 
afcribed to Wolfey, who had always difluaded the king 
from fuch a Hep, and therefore was the rather fufpefted 
of protrading the proceedings of the legantine court, 
which had been eftablilhed to decide on the validity of 
Henry’s marriage. Anne Boleyn feconded the ftifpicions 
of the king, and the rage of the cardinal’s enemies; and 
the feals were taken from him, though in a manner that 
fhewed fome compundion on the part of the king. But 
Wolfey, fenfible that his difgrace was now inevitable, 
refolved to ad with policy and caution in this critical' 
lituation. He ordered an inventory to be taken of his 
eflfeds, his fuperb plate and furniture, and left them ail 
for the king ; rationally concluding, that to divert himfelf 
of his wealth, was the moft likely method to check the 
fpirit of perfecution. 

He judged right: but the return of his influence was 
too much dreaded to render any facrifices, fliort of life* 
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ftifficient to fatisfy his foes. He was impeached in par- 
liament, chiefly relative to the exercife of his legantine 
funftions, and the fcandalous irregularities of his life; 
but from the induftry and addrefs of his grateful fervant, 
Thomas Cromwell, now appearing on the horizon of 
power, this charge came to nothing. 

Mean while the cardinal continued at Eflier, in Surrey, 
in great obfcurity and negleft, though he praftifed the 
moft abject fervility to regain favour. His maft^r, in- 
deed, by occafional meflages of favourable import, 
feetned defirous of doping the way to his final ruin; 
but in the iflue he confiantly found himfelf deceived; 
and every ftep the king tookr ffill farther removed him 
from any hopes of feeing better days. 

Worn out with difappointment, his colleges fequef- 
tered and diflblved, though he earneftly befought the 
king to fpare them, even his very tomb feized, which 
he begged in the moft feeling terms, as a home he was 
foon likely to. want, Wolfey at length was obliged to 
retire to his diocefe of York ; where his munificence 
fopn rendered him refpe<fted, and where he might have 
dofed his days in peace and honour. But even here the 
implacable refentment of. his enemies purfued him; and 
he was foon arrefted by the earl of Northumberland for 
high treafon, and committed to the cuftody of the lieu- 
tenant of the Tower, who had orders to bring him to 
London. 

The people whom his bounty had relieved, flocked 
round him with lamentations, and followed him for fe- 
veral miles, till he requefted them to depart and be 
patient, as he feared not. his enemies, but entirely fub- 
mitted to the will of heaven. But the fliock now'given 
to a mind, already broken by calamity, was too violent to 
be borne. When he had reached Sheflield-park, the 
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feat of the earl of Shrewfoury, he was taken ill; and 
fufpicions were not wanting that he had either fwallowed 
poifon, or had it adminiltered by others. There feems 
to be no good reafon for accufing the cardinal of being 
accefiary to his own death, nor any proofs that can at- 
tach to others. His illnefs, however, proved mortal. By 
a flow progrefs and fhort journeys, he reached Leicefler- 
abbey, where he was received with all poflible reverence 
and refpeft; blit his only obfervation was, “ Father Ab- 
bot, 1 am come to lay my bones among you.” Three days 
after he died with the compofure of a chriftian and the 
fortitude of a man, but refie&ing on himfelf for his blind 
devotion to his prince. “ Had I ferved God,” faid he, a 
little before his diflblution, “ as diligently as I have ferved 
the king, he would not have forfaken me in my grey 
hairs; but this is the juft reward I muft receive for my 
indulgent pains and fludy, nor regarding my fervice to 
God, but only to my prince.” 

He died on the twenty-ninth of November, 1530, and 
next day was buried in the middle of one of the abbey 
chapels. Such was the end of Cardinal Wolfey, who 
had a very confiderable weight in the fcale of European 
politics during a feries of years ; and who certainly pof- 
fefted eminent abilities as a ftatefman; but, on the 
whole, may be characterized rather as a great than a good 
man. 

In perfon, Wolfey was tall and comely, and very 
graceful in his air and manner. Owing to a blemifh in 
one of his eyes, he always took care to be painted in 
profile, as may be feen in his exifting pictures. 

He who is arrogant in profperity is commonly abjeCt 
and mean in adverfity ; a pofition illuftrated by the con- 
duct of Wolfey. His vices and w'eaknefies were indeed 
not few, but they were balanced by fome fplendid public 
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virtues. He was the patron of genius and of learnings 
and a liberal friend to the poor. 

VI. SIR THOMAS MORE, 
Born 1480*—Beheaded 1535. 

From iqtb of Edward IV. to ibth Henry VIIIr 

W HILE incorruptible integrity, genuine principle, 
and (leady refolution^ accompanied by the mildeft focial1 

virtues, have a title to efteem, the name of Sir Thomas 
More will be held in veneration. 

This great man was born in Milk-dreet, London. 
He was the fon of Sir John More, one of the judges of 
the King’s Bench, a man whofe virtues and abilities feena 
to have been entailed with large acceflions on his ofF- 
fpring. 

Of the early prefages this young man gave,of intel- 
k&ual energy,, we have fome indifputable memorials,, 
intermixed with fabulous legends. Being taken inta 
the family of Cardinal Morton, the primate and chan- 
cellor, as was ufual for youths-of talents or diftiinftion 
in thofe days ; his grace had difcernment to fee the germ 
of talents in his eleve, and would often fay to his com- 
pany, “ This boy who m. w waits at my table, whoever 
lives to fee it, will prove a wonderful man.” 

Being duly initiated in claflical learning, he was re- 
moved to Canterbury College, now part of Chrift 
Church, Oxford, where he remained two years, and 
diftinguHhed himfelf by his knowledge in languages, and 
his progress in the fciences. 
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On quiting the univerfity he was entered of New Inn, 

London, where he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 
law; and being called to the bar, was beginning to ac- 
quire amputation proportionate to his talents; when, con- 
ceiving'a fudden diftafte to his profeflion, he retired to 
the Charter-houfe, and for four years fecluded himfelf 
from the wcrld, engaged in the conftant praftice of de- 
votion, or the profecution of his lludies. The greateft 
minds are net exerfipt from infirmity: they hare their 
brilliancies and their obfeurations. 

Superftition gained, the afeendant on this illuflrious 
chara&er Very early in life : he praftifed fome monaftic 
feverities on himfelf before he was twenty years of age; 
and at one time had a violent inclination to become a 
Francifcan; but his filial piety made hint at laft yield to 
the predile&ion of his father in favour of the law. , 

Being naturally of a gay and volatile temper, it is pro- 
bable the aufterities he voluntarily fubmitted to were 
intended to counteraft the warmth of his paffions. His 
friends, zealous to promote his happinefs and his credit, 
perfuaded him to marry. Being on a vifit to a gentle- 
man who had three daughters, he was captivated with 
the charms of the fecond: but when prefFed to declare 
his choice, he named the eldeft; becaufe he thought it 
would hurt her feelings to be overlooked. With this 
lady he lived happily for about feven years, and refumed 
•his praftice at the bar with great reputation and fupcefs ; 
which, in fome meafure, originated from the fubfequent 
circumftance. 

Scarcely had he completed his twenty-fir{^ year, when 
he was returned to ferve in parliament, fn this great 
theatre he foon had an opportunity of difplaying his 
abilities and his patriotifm, by oppofing a fubfidy de- 
manded by Henry VII. with fuch 'force of argument 
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and efFeft, that .it was aftually rejefted. One of. the 
•privy council, who was prefent, immediately report- 
ed to the king, “ that a beardlefs boy had fruftrated all 
his fchemes.” Henry was determined to be revenged; 
but as the fon had nothing to lofe, and had not exceeded 
the line of his duty, he vifited his offence on the guilt- 
lefs father; who, on fome frivolous charge, was committed 
to the Tower, and amerced in 100I. before he could re- 
cover his liberty. This mean and fpiteful revenge, which 
was intended to deprefs young More, only made him an 
object of importance in the eyes- of the nation; and his 
own conduft was fuch, that his enemies could neither 
entrap him, nor his friends have reafon to be afhamed of 
their cordial patronage. 

After his return to the bar, there was fcarcely a caufe 
of importance in which he was not folicited to be en- 
gaged ; and as he never would defend a bad one, his 
credit rofe with the purity of the principle on which it 
was founded. His firft preferment, however, was being 
made judge of the fherift’s court in London; but hav- 
ing acquitted himfelf with diftinguifhed reputation and 
abilities on various public oceafions, Wolfey was com- 
miffioned by Henry VIII. to engage his fervices. 
More, with that diffidence which is peculiar to merit, 
and that love of Independence which is natural to the 
virtuous, declined the proffered honour ; but being im- 
portunately urged, he thought it his duty to fubmit to his. 
fovereign’s pleafure, and was appointed mafler of the 
requefts. A few weeks after, he was knighted, fworn 
one of his majefty’s privy council, and admitted to the 
greateft perfonal familiarity with Henry. 

In- fine, fo much was the king charmed with his abi- 
lities, learning, wit, and convivial talents, that he not 

CS.   
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only confulted him on affairs of ftate and matters of^ 
fcience, but frequently invited him to be of his private 
parties, in order to enjoy his rich flow of humour. Sir 
Thomas was paflionately attached to domeftic endear- 
ments; and when he found that his facetious difpofition 
Was one reafon that he was called on to devote fo much 
time to court attendance, he began to affume a more 
grave deportment, and to diffemble his natural propenfity 
to merriment. By this innocent artifice, he recovered a 
greater (hare of liberty, and was lefs frequently drawn 
from the home he loved. 

Henry, however, did not abate in his regard for his 
faithful fervantj.and on the death of the treafurer of the 
exchequer in 1520, Sir Thomas More was appointed, 
without folicitation, to that office ; and three years after- 
wards he was cbofen fpeaker of the houfe of commons. 
In this lall capacity he evinced his ufual intrepidity and 
patriotifm, in fruftrating a motion for an oppreffive fub- 
lidy, promoted by Cardinal Wolfey. 

Soon after he was appointed treafurer of the exche- 
quer, he fettled at Chelfea ; and having loft his firft 
wife, married a fecond, of the name of Middleton, who, 
according to Erafmus, was a widow, old, ill-tempered, 
and avaricious; yet was beloved with youthful fondnefs 
by her hulband. 

His next promotion was to the chancellorfliip of the 
duchy of Lancafter. Notwithftanding the known inde- 
pendence of his mind, he was in fuch high favour with the 
king, that his majefty frequently vifited him at Chelfea 
in the moft unceremonious manner. After walking 
with him one day in the garden for nearly an hour, with 
liis arm familiarly thrown round Sir Thomas’s neck ; one 
of his fons-in-law, who faw the intimacy with which he 
was mated* was remarking on the felicity of being fo 
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diftinguillied by his fovereign- Sir Thomas, who was 
no Granger to the turpitude of Henry’s heart, thus ex- 
prefled himfdf—“ I thank the Lord,. I fiad his grace to 
be a very good mafter indeed, and believe he is as par- 
tial to me as to any fubjeft within his realm ; but yet I 
have no caufe to prefume on his favour ; for if my head 
could win him but a callle in France, it would not long 
remain on my fhoulders.” 

Having, difcharged two embaffies on the continent,., 
much to the fatisfacfion of Henry, who, it has been re- 
marked, always treated him with more tendernefs and 
good humour than any. of his Other favourites, on the 
difgrace of Wolfey, in 1529, he was entrufted with the 
great feal, as a reward for his eminent fervices.. 

It is generally believed that Henry had previoufly 
founded Sir Thomas on the fubjefl of. his meditated 
divorce from queen Cat .erine; but that finuing him 
averfe to lend the fanftion of his refpeftable name, to 
fuch a proceeding,, the king thought by loading him 
with honours to enfure his compliance. In regard to 
mankind in general, that prince’s judgment was politi- 
cally right but Sir Thomas More was not made of fuch 
flexible (tuff as to bend for intereft, or facrifice his con- 
fluence for gratitude. 

He faw the danger and delicacy of his fituation from 
the firft; but having entered on this high office,, he 
would not (brink from the duties annexed to it. The 
meaneft claimant found ready accefs to the new chan». 
eelloi-: no private affedHon could bias his judgment, or 
influence his decrees; no opportunity was given for in- 
trigue or interefted folicitation: and after he had prefided. 
in the court of chancery for two years, fuch was his ap- 
plication to bufineL, that one day calling for the next 
eaufe, he was told there was not another then depend- 
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ing—a circumftance which he immediately ordered to be 
fet down on record, and we fuppofe it will be allowed 
an unique of the kind. 

The chancellor, though no friend to the papal ufur- 
pation^ in England, was far from wifhing for a total rup- 
ture with the Holy See; and forefeeing that the meafures 
which Henry was purfuing, muft inevitably involve him 
with one or the other, he anxioufly prefled to have his 
refignation of the feals accepted, which at laft was 
granted ; though not without great rehnSance on the part 
©f Henry, and the warmed: profeffions of a permanent 
regard. Thus, after he had filled this high office for 
nearly three years, with exemplary application, true 
magrianimity, and unfullied integrity, he refigned this 
high dignity, and retired to Chelfea; fo little the richer 
for the important ftations he had filled for nearly twenty 
years, that his whole annual income did not exceed 100I.; 
and after the liquidation of his debts, it appears that he 
had not above 100I. in money on earth, exciufive of his 
chain and a few rings. Though fuch difintereftednefs 
in a courtier is but feldom imitated, it deferves to be re- 
membered. 

The day after his refignation, he attended his wife and 
family to church, and when mafs was finiflied, inftead 
of going out firfl: as had been ufual, he went to the pew 
door, and, with a low bow, faid, “ Madam, my lord is 
gone.” This was the firft intimation he had given her 
that he was no longer chancellor. His wife at firft 
thought him in jeft; but when flie found he was in ear- 
neft, fhe broke out into reproaches and lamentations at 
his want of attention to his intereft ; but Sir Thomas 
turned the conrerfation to another fubjeft, nor feemed to 
heed the ftorm. 

His whole fiudy now was to reduce his eftablifliment 
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to his diminiftied refources, and to prov idle for his fa- 
mily and dependants, in fuch a manner as might fliew 
that he was more felicitous about them than himfelf. 
He gave himfelf wholly up to domeftic privacy and retire- 
ment ; and having every thing to fear from the inconftant 
and cruel temper of the king, to whom he had been a 
devoted fervant, but could not be a (lave, he prepared his 
mind by ftudy and refleftion to meet with fortitude the 
word that could befal him. 

Though now reduced to a private ftation, and even to 
indigence, fo high was his reputation, and fuch credit 
was attached to his legal opinions, that reiterated attempts 
were made to obtain his approbation of die king’s mar- 
riage with Anne Boleyn. When every manceuvre, how- 
ever, that policy could devife or power command, proved 
ineffeftual to warp his principles, and bring him over to 
meafures he condemned, Henry, being highly exafperated, 
was determined he ftiould feel his utmoft vengeance; 
and accordingly he was attainted, with feveral others, of 
nfifprifion of treafon, for encouraging Elizabeth Barton, 
commonly called the maid of Kent, in her traitorous de- 
(igns. However, it appearing upon record, that he had 
pronounced her the mod falfe, diflembling hypocrite he 
had ever known, his name was obliged to be (truck 
out of the bill. But malice entrenched behind power 
is not eafily baffled ; other imputations, equally ground- 
lefs, were brought againft him in quick fucceffion—from 
all which his innocence protected him, and enabled 
him to (land the fevered ferutiny. 

At lad, however, his enemies prevailed; for on his 
refufing to take the oath enjoined by the aft of fupre- 
macy, he was committed to the Tower, where having 
lain fifteen months, he was brought to trial on a charge 
for high, treafou in denying that the king was the ftp 
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preme head1 of the church. The fame equanimity, and 
cheerfulnefs which he had evinced through life, atieuded 
him in this awful fcene. The only evidence againft him. 
was Rich, the folicitor-general, whofe credit he invali- 
dated in the moft finking, manner,; but as it was pre- 
determined that he fhould either recant or be facrificed* 
he refolutely maintained his principles, and the fatal, 
fentence was pafled upon him to fuffer as a traitor- 

In the interval between his condemnation and execu- 
tion, which Henry commuted to Ample decollation, he 
employed his time in taking leave of his daughters, and 
fitting himfelf for eternity. His humour and wit,, how- 
ever, were difplayed to the lad ; even on the fcaffold his 
■ferenity of mind fhone in its fulled ludre, and he feemed 
more like a man undreding to go to bed, than like one 
on the verge of the grave. At one blow his head was 
fevered from his body j. the latter was depofited in the 
cljancel of the church of Chelfea, where a monument 
was erefted to his memory; his head, after being fourteen 
days expofed on London-bridge, was obtained by his 
daughter, and placed in a vault belonging to the Roper, 
family,, in St. Dundan’s church at Canterbury. 

It has been obferved of this illudrious chara<Ser,. that 
the ignorant and the proud, however exalted, were fuch 
as he refpecded the lead; but he was the patron of every, 
man of fcience and merit, and kept up a correfpondence 
with all fhe literati in Europe. As a judge, he was mod 
upright; as a man, truly amiable, facetious and pleafing; 
but on the fubjeft of religion he was weak and credulous 
to a high degree. Tinctured with fuperdition,. and at- 
tached to the Romifh church with indexible adherence, 
he fuffered his good fenfe to be obfcured by the glofles of 
error and the dogmas of theologids, and fell a martyr, 
perhaps, to bigotry rather .than to found reafon. Yet we 
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cannot help refpe&ing the errors of principle, as much, 
as we defpife the whifflings of inconfiftency : 

For modes of faith let gracelef* ze.ilots fight, His can’t be wrong Whofe life is in the light 
Except by his Utopia, Sir Thomas More is now little 

known as an author: his polemic works have been car- 
ried down the flream of oblivion ; for thebeft productions 
of this nature are not likely to earn the wreath of immor- 
telity. 

VII. THOMAS CROMWELL, 
EARL. OF ESSEX. 

Born 1498.—Beheaded 1540. 
From lyh Henry FI I. to yft Henry Fill. 

THE rife of the earl of Eflex was as fudden as that 
of his patron, Cardinal Wolfey ; and, in feveral refpeCls, 
more extraordinary. That learning fhould elevate a 
man above his original ftation, is confident with the 
common order of human events; but that a man without 
birth, education, or connexions, fhould be able to pierce 
the cloud of obfcurity, and to foar into the higher re- 
gions of life, is a phenomenon which deferves to be 
confidered and accounted for. 

This champion of the reformation was the fon of a 
blackfmith, at Putney, in Surrey, where he received all 
his (lender education, which did not exceed the know- 
ledge of reading and writing, with fuch a fmattering 
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9,f Latin as qualified him to underftand his creed and 
pater-nofter. 

Born in fuch a humble fphere of life, it cannot be fup- 
pofed that Cromwell could owe much to his parents* 
beyond a vigorous and healthful conftitution. However, 
being poffefled of a ftrong natural genius, , and confider- 
ing travel as the only means left of improving his under- 
ftanding and enlarging his capacity, as he advanced to- 
ward manhood, he determined to vifit the continent; 
and, according to fome, he was fir ft retained as clerk, 
or fecretary, in the Englifh faftory at Antwerp. 

This fituation being ill fuited to his afpiring genius, he 
foon found an opportunity of changing it for one more 
congenial to his views. Two meflengers from the Guild 
of Our Lady, in the church of St. Botolpb, at Boftou^ 
defirous to have their former liberal grants and indul- 
gences confirmed by the reigning pope, Julius II. tak- 
ing Antwerp in their way, fell into the company of 
Cromwell; and finding his talents for negociation fupe- 
rior to their own, readily prevailed on him to accompany 
them to Rome. 

On arriving at that ancient metropolis of the world, 
Cromwell’s firft care was to difcover the weak fide of 
the pontiff’s charafter; and finding him a great epicure, 
he caufed fome curious Jellies to be made after the Eng- 
lifh fafhion, and prefented to his holinefs; who was fo 
highly gratified with thofe delicacies, that he immediately 
granted the requeft of the commiffioners. It is a truth 
which all ages hhve exemplified, that to humour the pa- 
lates of fome men, is the readied way to win their 
hearts! 

After this tranfa&ion, an interval of doubt and un- 
certainty occurs in Cromwell’s life- The chain of 
events is much interrupted ; and we only know that he 
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ferved under the famous duke of Bourbon, and was at 
the facking of Rome, and that he aflifted Ruflel, after- 
wards earl of Bedford, in effecting his efcape from Bo- 
logna, where he was in danger of being betrayed when 
on a fecret miffion ; a piece of fervice for which Crom- 
well was probably remembered and rewarded at a fub- 
fequent period. 

On the defeat of the French army at Caftiglioni, our • 
adventurer was reduced to the greateft diftrefs; in which 
condition he arrived at the city of Florence. Here he 
accidentally attracted the notice of Frefcobald, a mer- 
chant of eminence, who pitying his forlorn fituation, he 
was embarked in a proper (hip by the philanthropic 
Florentine, and had (ixteen golden ducats put intp his 
pocket for defraying his expences to his own country. 
With pleafure we record an inftance of a courtier’s gra- 
titude in return : this merchant being afterwards reduced 
to poverty, and vifiting England to recover fome out- 
ftanding debts, was recognized by Cromwell in his pro- 
fperity, and mod munificently rewarded. 

Thus it appears, that the only benefit which our ad- 
venturer derived from foreign travels,' was a more ex- 
tenfive knowledge of mankind; unlefs we add, an ac- 
quaintance with the German, French, and Italian lan- 
guages, which he fppke fluently, and wrote corre£tly. 

With fuch natural and acquired abilities, however, he 
foon recommended himfelf to Wolfey, then in the ze- 
nith of his power, and in a fliort time was admitted to a 
coufiderable fhare of intimacy with the cardinal, and 
frequently employed in delicate and important affairs. 
On the difgrSce of his patron, Cromwell behaved with 
a fidelity and gratitude w'hich muff endear his memory 
to every virtuous mind. He flrenuoufly defended him 
from a charge of treafon; he omitted no attentions of 
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affeftion and refyetf to the proftrate greatnefs by which: 
he himfelf had rifen; and Henry, who favv his zeal and 
abilities, prudently took him into his own fervice^ and 
promoted his intereft and his fame. 

The difpute between the king of England and the 
pope having now reached its height, Cromwell was 
chofen to manage it on the part of his fovereign. Irv 
his religious fentiments he was publicly known to favour 
the reformation ; and having already been inftrumental 
in the demolition of feme of the convents, the clergy 
dreaded his accefhon of power, and traduced him with- 
out mercy. Their inveterate diflike to the man and his 
meafures proved fatal to themfelves. Cromwell, inftead 
of attempting to foothe them by compliance, irritated 
and injured them dill more, by difclofing an important 
fecret refpe&ing their blind devotion to Rome. He had 
difeovered at the papal court, that after the Englifti 
clergy had taken the oath of allegiance to their fovereign,. 
the pope difpenfed with that part of it which militated 
againft his own ufurped rights;, fo that the royal autho- 
rity was abufed, and the clergy were fubjefled to all the 
penalties of a premunire. 

Henry heard this with indignation, till the artful. 
Cromwell, favouring his paffion for power and money, 
pointed out the means of eifeftually humbling the clergy, 
and of confifcating their property. In a tranfport of 
joy he now embraced the new favourite, and taking the 
royal fignet from his finger, fent him to the convocation 
then fitting, to declare the pains and penalties which they, 
had incurred. 

The bilhops w^ere at firfl: aftonifhed at the charge, and 
attempted to deny the failbut, Cromwell producing 
a copy of the oath which they had taken to the pope at 
their confecration^ they were awred into filence, and eager 
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to compound with his majefty, by tendering a free gift 
of 118,840 pounds. 

The fortune of Cromwell was infured by this man- 
eeuvre, and he rapidly rofe to the fummit of power. 
He was fucceflively made a privy counceEor, and mafter 
e>f the jewel-office; clerk of the hanaper, ind chancellor 
of the exchequer; principal fecretary of ftate, and mafter 
of the rolls; lord keeper of the privy leal, and lord 
Cromwell: and, to crown the whole, he was conftituted 
vicar-general, and vicegerent over all the fpirituality 
under the king, who had now aflumed the title of “ Su- 
preme Head of the Church.” 

So many honours, accumulated by a perfon of fuch 
plebeian origin, could not efcape envy: in quality of 
vicar-general he was expofed to obloquy alfo. The 
total fuppreffion of the imonafteries was a bold and novel 
ftep 5 and as the rupture with the pretended reprefenta- 
tive of St. Peter was now complete, while the greater 
part of the nation ftill profefled popery, the danger of 
the man who had placed himfelf in the foremoft ranks of 
reformation, and been acceftbry to that important revo- 
lution, muft be obvious to the moft curforv obferver. 

Yet Cromwell was not intimidated by the difficulties 
which furrounded him. His good fenfe extricated him 
from fome impending dangers, and his fagacity removed 
others that were evidently approaching. With fuch a 
capricious and fickle mafter, however, it was impoffible 
to be fafe. Reafon may maintain its ground witbreafon; 
but, where paffion and caprice alone bear fway, there 
is no tenable poffeffion of the mind. The fpoils of the 
monafteries gratified Henry's rapacity, and the offals, 
which he was continually diftributing among his para- 
fites, fixed their adherence to a minifter who had pro- 
vided fuch a banquet for their entertainment; but tUft 
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number whom this conduft alienated was not fmall; and 
both ihe religion and morals of the king were fo much 
under the domination of his lull, that the tenets of one 
day were deemed heretical on the next. 

Thus circumftanced, Cromwell felt the neceflity of 
caution in the exercife of his religious powers. He 
began by publifliing a few articles of faith, eflentially 
ditferent from the Romiflt; but not to (hock the vulgar 
prejudices, too flrongly at once, he left fome tenets 
doubtful, and others he did not touch. 

His next care, and in this his wifdom and piety were 
equally confpicuous, was to publifh a tranflation of the 
Scriptures into Englifh, a copy of which was directed to 
be placed in every church, for the infpe&ion of all 
ranks. The Lord’s prayer, the creed, and the deca- 
logue, were likewife ordered to be taughtrin the verna- 
cular tongue. Thefe judicious meafures menaced the 
fpeedy extirpation of the Romilh religion, and its blind 
adherents were consequently incenfed to madnefs. In- 
furreftions broke out in different parts of the kingdom ; 
the rebels boldly demanded that Cromwell fltould be 
brought to condign punifhment, as a fubverter of the 
laws and religion of the land; but the. diflurbances 
being fpeedily quelled, Henry only anfwered the com- 
plaints of the infurgents by heaping frefli honours on 
the head of his minifter, who was now created earl of 
Elfex. 

The tide of profperity had hitherto flowed without 
interruption. The earl, ftudious to prevent a reflux, 
took a precaution which precipitated his fall. 

Henry having loft his queen Jane Seymour, mother 
®f Edward VI. for whom he feems to have entertained 
a fincere affeftion, turned his thoughts towards a Ger- 
man alliance. Effex warmly feconded his mafter’s views* 
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*nd brought about a marriage between him and Anne of 
Cleves, who was a proteftant; in hopes thereby to 
ftrengthen his intereft againft the popifli faftion, which 
continually menaced him. So uncertain, however, is 
the iflue of human events, that this very circumflance 
proved his ruin. Anne was perfonallv difagreeable to 
Henry, who had awhimfical and vitiated taite: heceafed 
to cohabit with her, and fixed his roving affe&ions on 
Catherine Howard, niece to the duke of Norfolk. The 
papifts, feeing this, redoubled their clamours againft Ef- 
fex, and fome of the bifhops promifed to procure a di« 
smrce from the princefs of Cleves, provided he was re- 
moved. Henry, whom no tie of honour or gratitude 
could bind when/his paffions were concerned, and who 
feems to have thought that the proftituted name of mar- 
riage would cover the blacked atrocities, gave up his 
favourite, who was arrefted by the duke of Norfolk 
at the council-board, and immediately conveyed to the 
Tower. Seven days after, he was accufed in the houfe 
of lords, of herefy and treafon; but the charges we:e 
either fo frivolous, or fofalfe, that they prudently denied 
him an opportunity of making his defence, and the bill 
of attainder parted both houfes, to adopt a modern phrafe, 
almoft by acclamation. 

Eflex, during his confinement, acquitted himfelf of 
every accufation in fome very pathetic letters, which he 
addrerted to the king; but the die was caft, and com- 
punction feldom touched the heart of that tyrant. The 
friends of the fallen minifter, as is too common, imme- 
diately deferted him; and his enemies triumphed over 
him with inhuman infolence. Crantner, the primate, 
alone maintained his caufe, though with ineffectual 
zeal; -,d in the fidelity of this great and good man 
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he met with a recompence for his own attachment 
Wolfey. 

Eflex was brought to the block on,the 28th of July, 
1540, in the forty-fecond year of his age. That he 
might not injure his. fon, he avoided all reproaches 
againfl his enemies. He prayed fervently for the king, 
and the welfare of his country; and then gave the fignal 
to the executioner, who, either unfkilful or timid, man- 
gled the unfortunate vi&im in the moll Ihocking manner. 

Ellex was a found politician, a good man, and warmly 
attached to the public welfare; but he committed many 
errors in his minifterial capacity. In his zeal for the 
new religion, he had introduced the unjuftifiable mode 
of attainder, in cafes of treafon and herefy ; and his ene- 
mies availed themfeh es of his own law to condemn him, 
unconvifted and unheard. 

In perfon, he was comely; in manners, courteouf. 
He was exempt from all pride or arrogance; and, in his 
higheft exaltation, was eafy of accefs, and remarkably 
affable. His charity was unbounded, and his kindnefs 
to his dependants made their fervices appear like offices 
of love and gratitude, not the compulfion of fuperiority 
and duty. 

VIII. HUGH LATIMER, 
BISHOP OF WORCESTER. 

Born 1475.—Burnt at the flake 1555. 
From \\tb Edward IV. to id Mary I, 

TThAT a religion whofe diflinguifhing chara<3er is 
charity and benevolence, fhould ever have been employ- 
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ed as an engine of perfecution, is mortifying to thofe 
who enter into its celeftial views, and to the fceptic and 
the infidel furnilhes a weak but plaufible argument 
againft its authenticity. In thefe days, indeed, when 
bigotry and fuperftition arejuftly exploded, it muft ado* 
nilh every fincere Chriftian to refled, how it could ever 
have entered into the conception of man, that God 
could be honoured by a flagrant violation of his exprefs 
commands, “ to love one another;” and that the king- 
dom of heaven was to be gained by the perpetration of 
crimes at which human nature turns pale- Yet it may 
be inftrudive to the rifing generation to know, that in 
former times fires have blazed, and human facrifices 
have been offered up, under the name of a religion that 
abjures and abhors them. 

Latimer, Ridley, Hooper, and Cranmer, all men of 
eminence in learning and ftation, fuffered at the flake, in 
the fanguinary reign of the bigoted Mary, and fealed 
the truth of genuine religion with their blood. We 
have fele&ed the life of the foimer, as appearing to ap- 
proach nearelt the ftandard of primitive fimplicity and 
virtue, and as furniflting the brighteft example of fuf* 
fering patience, and of unfliaken fortitude in trial. 

This apoftolical divine was born at Thurcafter, in 
Leicefterlhire, of reputable parents, who, by honeft in- 
duftry, remote from affluence, brought up fix daughters, 
befides this their only fon. 

Of the juvenile part of Latimer’s life, we have no 
particular memorials. He was entered of Cambridge, 
where he took priefts’ orders, and for feme time fflewed 
the utmoft eagernefs in defending the tenets of the Ro- 
mifh church, which then began to be attacked, and in 
oppofing the progrefs of what were then deemed here- 
tical opinions. This a&ivity and zeal procured him the 
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office of crofs-bearer at all folemnities; an office which 
he fupported with becoming dignity of deportment. 

But fortunately he did not'liray long in the mazes of 
error. He had a friend of the name of Bilnev, who, 
himfelf attached to the doctrines of the reformation, 
and entertaining a high opinion of Latimer’s morals and 
abilities, exerted himfelf to win him over as an aflbciate 
in the fame caufe. Latimer, who afted from the pureft 
principle, and was open to the cnnvi&ion of truth when 
his inquifitive mind had once become fatisfied of the 
exigence of error, foon profefled himfelf a convert to 
proteftantifm; and, having once embraced its rational 
views, he fupported his belief by public preaching, by 
private exhortation, and by invincible courage, joined 
to the moft blamelefs life and converfation. 

It was not long, however, before he was fenfible of 
the danger to which he had expofed himfelf, and per- 
fecution began tp approach with rapid ftrides. The 
orthodox clergy, more exafperated againft him than if 
he had never been their friend, thought it high time to 
oppofe him openly. His opinions were declared here- 
tical in their pulpit harangues; and fome of their argu- 
ments againft the innovation which he defended, of 
ufing the Scriptures in Enghfli, however canonical at 
that time, would only raile the fmiie of contempt in this 
enlightened age. 

Notwithftanding this oppolition, the proteftant party? of whom his friend Bilney and himfelf were the leaders, 
gained ground at Cambridge, and Itruck a panic into 
tljc dignitaries of that univerlity. Their enemies, find- 
ing arguments ineffectual, had recourfe to authority. 
The diocefan was applied to; and at laft a court was 
ereCted, conftfting of biftiops and canonifts, who vi ere 

.ommiffioned to put the laws in force againft herefy. 
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Bilney, who was confidered as the herefiarch, was obliged 
to recant and bear his faggot; Latimer and others were 
difmiffed, with fame courteous admonitions. Cardinal 
Wolfey himfelf, after fame private converfation, gave 
him a general licence to preach in all parts of England; 
and he returned to Cambridge, animated with frelh zeal 
to promote the do&rines.of the reformation. 

Bilney tyeiiig filenced, Latimer now became the head 
of the party.; and having once or twice had the honour, 
to preach before the king, at Windfor, his majefty took 
particular notice of him, which emboldened him to ad* 
drefs- his fovereign in a nervous and pathetic epiftle 
againft the cruel bigotry of the clergy, who had been 
fan&ioned by a royal proclamation. The concluding 
words of his addrefs deferve to be copied ; they are not 
the cold unimpaffioned language of the head; they flow 
fpontaneoufly from the heart: 

“ Accept, gracious fovereign, without difpleafure, 
what my duty' prompted me to write. No perional 
quarrel have I with any man, as God {hall judge me. 
I have no ©bjeft but to induce your majefty to confider 
well what kind of perfons you have about you, and the 
ends for which they counfeL If they are not much 
flandered, their private intereft is the rule of their con- 
duct. God grant your majefty niay fee through all the 
defigns of evil men, and be equal in all things to the high 
offlce with which you are intrufted ! But, gracious king, 
reflect on yourfelf, refieft on your foul. Think of that 
day when you muft give an account of your office, and 
of the blood that has been Ihed by your fvvordi On 
which day that your grace may ftand ftedfaft and un- 
abalhed, clear and ready in your reckoning, and have 
your pardon fealed with the blood of our Saviour Chrift, 
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is my daily prayer to him who fuffered for our fins. The 
fpirit of God preferve you!” 

Such was the impreflive language in which Latimer 
pleaded whh his fovereign. With the effeft of his feli- 
citations we are unacquainted ; but, it is certain, Henry 
entertained no unfavourable opinion of him for his 
freedom; and foon after, he had an opportunity of re- 
commending himfelf more effectually to the good 
graces of the king, by ftrenuoufiy defending his divorce, 
and maintaining his fupretnacy, in the univerfity of 
Cambridge, where he (till continued to exercife his 
talents. 

About this time, Cromwell was appearing on the hori- 
zon of court favour, and a fimilarity of principles at- 
tached him to Latim er. The latter was novw introduced 
at court, and had a living in Wiltfhire bellowed on him, 
to which he inflantly retired, to difeharge its func* 
tions, regardlefs of the profpefts that opened to him as a 
courtier. 

Not fatisfied with a faithful attention to the immediate 
duties of his parifli, he extended his labours through the 
country, wherever he found the pafloral care negleCled; 
and his preaching being in a ftrain familiar, but extremely 
impreffive, he foon acquired great reputation among the 
common people. 

His fame daily fpreading, and his piety and benevo- 
lence being fuch as malice could not fcandalize, nor 
envy dillort, the orthodox clergy in thofe parts were fe- 
rioufly alarmed, and refolved to circumvent or filence 
him. Intending, one Sunday, to preach at Briftol, a 
mandate was iffued by the hifiiop, prohibiting any one 
to mount a pulpit there without his fpecial licence; and 
though this was only fecretly aimed againft Latimer^ he 
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liftmediately faw through the motive which di&ated the 
injun&ion, but prudently difguifed his feelings. 

Oppolition foon became more public and more viru- 
lent; and calumniators were fuborned to accufe him of 
heretical opinions, chiefly by pafTages taken from his 
fermons. The accufation was laid before the bifhop of 
London, who cited him to a peribnal appearance before 
him. Latimer, fenfible that this was an extrajudicial and 
afTumed authority, appealed to his own ordinary; but 
the primate being prevailed on to iflue a citation from 
Lambeth, he helitated not to comply, though it was then 
the depth of winter, and he was labouring under a fevere 
fit of the ftone and colic. 

When he arrived in London, he found a court of 
bifhops and canonifts afTembled to receive him; but, 
inftead of being examined as to his doftrines, a paper 
W'as put into his hands, which he was ordered to fub- 
fcrlbe. Having found that its purport was to profefs 
his belief in fame of the mod abfurd dogmas of the 
Romifh church, he refufed to fanftion it with his name; 
and was then difmifled, with a hope that at the next ap- 
pearance he would be found in a more compliant temper. 
This farce was afled again and again; but, as he fliil 
continued inflexible, and even remonftrated again ft this 
vexatious ufage, the court began to think of proceeding 
to greater feverities. 

However, the king being informed of his perilous 
fituation, probably by the intervention of Cromwell, ftept 
in and refeued him from his bigoted enemies. Being 
liberated, he attended at court, and made fuch an im- 
preffion on Anne Boleyn hy his fimplietty and apoftolic 
manners and appearance, that fhe warmly joined witla 
Cromwell in recommending him to the firft vacant fee. 
The king, in this inftance, did not want much folicita- 
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tion; and Latimtr .was offered the bifliopric of Wor- 
•cefffer1, Which he accepted, ixi 1535. 

Having ^ifumed the paftoral office, he was remarkably 
affidifous in the"difcharge of every part of his duty: he 
pfCadh^d,' he vifited, he reproved, he exhorted; and 
vfdthout fejefting all the fuperfiitions of Rome, .he ex- 
plaihcd them in fuch a way as was calculated to facili- 
tate the reception of the Proteftant doftrines. 

While thus ufefully and honourably employed in the 
proper fphere of his adfivity, he received a fummons to 
attend the parliament and convocation. His eloquence 
beins then in great repute, he was called on to o, en the 
latter by a Latin oration ; but he prudently avoided 
launching into the ocean of conteft between the Prote/l- 
aht and the Poj ifh parties and in confequence, efcaped 
an intended public cenfure, which was directed at the 
prirhate Cranmer, and himfelf. 

Anxious to difchafge the fundtiofis of a bifliop alone, 
he tfieddred not with ftate affairs, for which he had nei- 
tcaer inclination, ribr, perhaps, abilities. Certainly, how- 
ever,'! fte had too little policy to be a (latefman, and too 
mvtch'hhintnefs to be a courtier He could not flatter 
wice, nor troop to bafenefs; 'and tberefore fpent no more 
time in London than what was abfolutely requiflte. 

After a two years’ refidence in his diocefe, he was 
again fumrrtoned to London, on parliamentary bufinefs; 
and foon after, preaching a fcrmon before the king, in 
which" he had, as ufual, been fevere againft the reigning 
vices of the court, he was acicufed of fedition. With 
the undaunted cortfcioufnefs of innocence he repelled 
this idle charge, and, in the prefence of his fovereign 
and his minifters, profeffed his want of ambition and 
ability to preach before the court j but, if called upon* 
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claiiGed'the privilege of tlifcharging His confcience, and 
framing his dofl. ine according to Irfsatidletirf.' 

The firmnefs of;his virtue turned tlie edgG of His ac- 
cufer’s malice, and the king difmiilcd him with tokens o£ 
regard. ; - i. . 

About this time, Gardiner, bifhop of Wrnchefter, ob- 
fcamiHg- great influence with Henry, the fix bloody’‘arti- 
cles, as they are called, were framed; the objeft of which 
was virtually to reflore the Romifh religion, thbugh 'the 

•king «rtfe a? tenacious-of his fupre’macy as ever. ' Thus', 
by1 the S’erfatllity-of his faith, arid the violence of'1his 
tensf>er,' both prbteifants and pa(iifls:weri alike e’xpofed. 
to drftruftion. 

Latimer, being unable to reconcile thofe articles’to 
his confcience, thought it wrong to hold communioa- 
with a church that required them, and immediately re- 
figned his bifliopric. It is related, that when he had 
diverted himlelf of His epifcopal robes, he leaped up, 
declaring, ** that he thought himfelf lighter,than ever he 
was before.” 

Retiring into the country, his foie wifh was to enjoy a 
fequeftercd life; but, receiving a violent contu.fion by 
the fall of a tree, he was obliged to repair to London 
for medical affiftance ; and here he had the mortification 
to find all in confufion, the popifti party triumphant, and 
his patron Cromwell in the Tower, whither he was footi 
afterwards fent himfelf,.for having fpoktn againft the fi*; 
articles; and during the remainder of-Henry’s reign he 
continued in imprifonment. 

On the acceffion'of Edward VI. a hew fcene opened, 
and she friends of the reformation were not only liberat- 
ed, but received with every mark of affection. Latimer 
was now preffed to refume his former bifnopric of Wor- 
cefter, into which an ignorant bigot, had'been foifted;-. 
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but he excufed htmfelf on account of his age, and pleaded 
his claim to a difincumbfance from ecclefiaftic care. 

He now took up his jrefidenCe at Lambeth with hiS 
friend archbilhop Cranmer, and Chiefly devoted him- 
felf to adts of charity. He had a principal lharc, how- 
ever, in the- compofition of the homilies, which were 
fet forth by authority ; and occafiohally preached before 
the king. 

On the revolution at court, after the duke of Somer- 
"fet’s death, he perambulated the Country as a general 
preacher ; a practice which he continued till the acceffton 
of Mary, when he was with all expedition cited before 
the'cpuncil. As he palled through Smithfield, where 
heretics were ufually burnt, he faid with a cheerful air, 

^This place has long groaned for me.” 
After fome abufe from the council, he was committed 

to the Tower a fe'cond time, where Cranmer and Ridley 
"were foon fent to join him. Their imprifonment for 
.fbme months was fevere; but at laft they were fent to 
Oxford, under the care of the lieutenant of the Tower; 
where they were informed that the long-depending con- 
troverifv between the papifts and the protellants would 
be finally determined, in a difputation between the moil 
eminent divines of both parties. However, wben they 
arrived thither, they were all confined in the common 
prifon; and denied the ufe of pen, ink, and paper. ' 

In this difmal Hate, their chief folace was prayer and 
meditation; and when the commiffioners from the con- 
vocation arrived, about a month after, articles were ex- 
hibited for them to fubfcribe or confute. Having de- 
clined the former, copies were delivered them, and iepa- 
rate days were fixed when they were publicly to argue 
againft them. 

fhe venerable Latimer, his head palfied with age, and 
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his hand propped by a ftaff, with a Bible under his arm, 
briefly profefled the articles of his belief, but jocularly 
obferved, “ that he was as fit to be made governor of 
Calais as to difpute at his time of life, and under fuch 
circumflances.” The arguments ufed by the more 
youthful champions, Cranmer and Ridley, were over- 
ruled by the inference of authority, and treated with 
contempt. 

The three bifhops, after flxteen months’ dofe con- 
finement, till the pope’s authority could be completely 
refiored, were again brought, not to trial, but to con- 
demnation. Cranmer was cajoled into a recantation, 
and thus had a few bitter months added to his life; but 
he atoned in the lad feene for that infiance of infirmity. 
Latimer and Ridley were fentenced to the (lake, and 
foon after carried to execution. 

The feene of this dreadful tragedy was oppoflte Ba- 
liol college. The fpeflators burft into tears, when they 
faw men, venerable for age, dignity, and worth, about 
to fuffer fuch a horrid death. Latimer appeared in a 
(hroud prepared for the purpofe, and eyed the pile which 
was to confume him, with the confidence of immortal 
joy. Being faftened to a flake with an iron chain, a 
faggot ready kindled was laid at Ridley’s feet, on which 
Latimer exclaimed, “ Be of good comfort, matter Ridley, 
and play the man : we fhall this day light fuch a candle 
in England, as I hope, by God’s grace, will never be 
put out.” Then recommending his foul to the Al- 
mighty, the flames quickly clofed on him, and he pafltd 
through this fiery ordeal to eternal blifs. Ridley was 
much longer in torture, but fupported the fortitude of a 
Chriftian martyr to the laft. 

Of characters fo fevereiy tried, and fo greatly victo- 
rious, it is impoffible to fpeak in adequate terms. The 
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honeft heart feels what no language can expiffs. For 
piety, charity, hutnilityjand exemplary n ar.ners, ■ they 
were both.alilte diftinguiflbed. Their labours . were.a^l 
calculated .to/proinote> the caufe ,qf true leligiojj, and 
practical morality, to make men gqod and happy here, 
and ripen then? for eternal blifs hereafter. 

IX. SE3ASTIAN CABOT. 
Born about 1477.—Oied 1557, 

From i6tb Edward iy. to S^h El-ary /. 

THE clofe of the fifteenth century was pregnant with 
many great events, an^ produced feme,of the moil ex- 
traordinary characters for enterprize that ever graced 
the annals of fame. Columbus difeovered a new con- 
tinent, and Di Gama laid, open the precious treafures of 
the Eaft. Henry VII, to whom the former had offered 
his fervices, through the medium of his brother, was 
either too incredulous or too penurious to difeern and 
feize the mighty projeft.; but, when he, at length, be- 
eamevfenfible of what his narrow policy had loft, ambi- 
tion or curiofity ronfed him to participate in the honours 
and advantages of Columbus’s difeoveries, although he 
could no longer claim them by an original title. 

The patronage of a king will always elicit enterprize; 
and no country is fo barren in genius and talents as not 
to pc fiefs feme afpiring minds, to which royal counte- 
nance and encouragement can impart an enthufiaftp to. 
dare and futfer. 
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Sebaflian Cabot was born at Brifiol, abon’t 1477, His 

father was a native of Venicfe; and made'tf Hi's fir ft Ctu'e 
. to educate his fon in thofe branches o/’rrrarine and rild- 

thematical fcience, to which'commerce h'dd'th'etj gi^eir 
celebrity and value. Before Sebaftian ^as twenty yeafs 
of age, he had performed- fevetal vbyageV'; arid, by 
thus adding prattke to theory; h£ became early etninent 
in the nautical profelfiom 

Toe firft voyage of importance, howev'ef, on Which- 
Sebaftian was engaged, feerris to have b‘£3h that made by 
his father John, who had obtained a joint cbmmiaion 
with his foo from Henry VII.'for the difco^ery of a 
north-weft paflage to I dia, the favourite objeft' of 
Columbus; whofe glorious career the king was: then 
defirous that his fubjefts Ihould emulate or excel. The 
two Cabots failed from Briftol in the fpring of 1494, aad 
purfuing their courfe with favourable gales, on the twenty- 
fourth of June faw Newfoundland, No which they gave 
the name of Prima Vifta, or Firft Seen. Landing'on a 
fmall ifland on this coaft, they gave it the appellation of 
St. John’s, from its difcovery on the day dedicated to 
St. John the Baptift. This ifland proved to be barren 
but the furrounding feas-teemed with fifti. The natives 
were clothed in fkins, and armed with’bows, arrows, 
pikes, wooden clubs, darts, and fling?. The naviga- 
tors returned to England with three of tr.ofe favages on 
board, made a report of their difcoveries, And met vyith 
a gracious reception from their delighted p'inc^. 

Cabot, the father, dying foon after, a-frefh patent was 
granted to his fon Sebaftian, to proceed again in queft of 
new difcoveries: he accordingly fet fail on the fourth of 
May, 1497, before Columbus had comnlenced his third v°yage. He failed as high as 67 deg. 30 min, north la- 



SEBASTIAN CABOT-; 66 
^tude, from whence fhaping his courfe foutherty, he 
came down to 56 deg. after which he explored the whole 
coaft of North America, as low as 38 deg. This part of 
the continent, he exprefsly fays, was afterwards named 
Florida. His provifions beginning to be exhaufted, he 
found it expedient to fail back; and, firft touching at 
[Newfoundland, returned to England with a full cargo of 
the produ&ions of the countries which he had vifited. 

It is probable that Sebaftian made feveral fubfequent 
voyages to complete his furvey of the coaft of New- 
foundland. A chart of his difcoveries, drawn by him- 
felf, with his effigies annexed, was hung up as a curiofiry 
in the private gallery at Whitehall. 

Purchas, with the laudable partiality of a man wh# 
feels for the honour of his country, expreftes fome in- 
dignation, that the new wellern world fhould be named 
America, when in fa£t Cabot had difcovered that con- 
tinent before Arnericus Vefputius, or even Columbus 
bimfelf. 

Newfoundland, in its moft extenfive fenfe, was cer- 
tainly the firft of our plantations; and the fpirit of en- 
terprise to which the difcoveries of Cabot gave rife, 
naturally paved the Way to the fubfequent naval power, 
the commerce, and the glory, of the 'Britifti nation. 
While Spain was enervated and rendered indolent by the 
riches poured into her lap from the difcoveries of Co- 
lumbus, it was the happier fate of England to fecure 
#uch a foil and climate as gave a new ‘ftimutus to exer- 
tion, and rendered her enterprising fobs ftill more hardy 
and more brave. 

Of the hiftory of a man who, without doubt, firft dif- 
covered the continent of America, every trace muft b® 
iaterefting to a Briton. But, for the fpace of twenty 
years of his life, no veftiges of his labours are du re« 
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Cord. In the eighth year of Henry VIII. he again ap- 
-pears on the ftage; and was then, through the intereft ol 
Sir Thomas Pert, vice-admiral Of England, furniflied 
with5 good (hip of the king’s, to profecute fefli difco- 
veries. It feems, he had by this time altered his plan, and 
his intention was to fail by the fouth to the Eaft Indies. 
For this purpofe he proceeded to Brafil: but, failing in 
the grand defign of his voyage, he lhaped his courfc for 
St. Domingo and Porto Rico; and, after carrying on 
fome traffic there, returned to England, without much 
increafing, however, his reputation by this expedition. 

Difappointed, and probably negle&ed in confequence 
of his failure, he left his native country, and entered into 
the fervice of Spain, in which he rofe to the higheft rank, 
and fignalized himfelf in many hazardous attempts, to 
promote the views of his employers. Fortune, however, 
frowned upon him once more. In an intended voyage 
to the Moluccas, through the Brails of Magellan, his 
men became mutinous, and his projeft was thereby fruf- 
trated. He, however, failed up the rivers Plata and 
Paraguay, built feveral forts, and difcovered and reduced 
a rich and fertile tra& of country, under the dominion 
of Spain. After fpending five years in America, he re- 
turned in chagrin to the former country, where he met 
with but a cold reception. 

Thefe circumBances, probably, confpired to make 
him anxious for revifiring his native land; and about the 
latter end of the reign of Henry VIII. we find.him 
fettled ajpin at BriBol. 

A fpirit of maritime adventure beginning by this time 
to be diffufed through England, Cabot, in 1552, was 
a/Vive in a fpeculation to fit out Blips for difcovering 
the northern parts of the globe, and thereby to explore 
new fcenes of &&jon, and open new channels of ccei' 
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merce. This expedition took place under the patronage 
of government, and was the firft voyage ever made to 
Ruffia; a voyage which laid the foundation of the inter- 
courfe that has fince fublifted, to the mutual profit of 
both natiojis. Upon this firft fucccfs, a Ruffian Com- 
pany was formed; of which Cabot was conftituted 
governor for life. 

After an aftive life, fpent in purfuits honourable to 
Jiimfelf, and ufeful to his country and to mankind, he 
died in a very advanced age; and retained his cheerfulnefs 
of temper and urbanity of manners to the laft. Though 
his nautical fame is certainly inferior to that which is 
jyftly afcribed to Columbus, his claims, as an original 
difcpverer, are yet far fuperior to thofe of Americus 
Vefputius. But fortune, influenced, in this cafe, by 
chance or caprice, has given the latter a celebrity which 
is neither equitable nor juft. Thus one. man frequently 
«arns the palm, w'hile another carries away the prize. 

, It has been obferved that Cabot was the firft mariner 
V-’hp poticed the variation of the magnetic needle, fo 
important in the fcience of navigation; but, although this 
may be, the fad, it muft have occurred antecedently to 
the firft voyage of Columbus; as all the hiftorians of his 
adventurous enterprize agree, that this phenomenon, 
which has never yet been fatisfadorily explained, grpatly 
perplexed and aftonifhed that fpirippd navigator, amijlft 
the unknown feas which he was traveriing. 
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X. JOHN JEWELL, 
BISHOP OF SAUSBUKY. 

Born 1532,—Died 1571. 
From ipb H$nxy VIIL to iyb Elizabeths 

In purity of manners, integrity of life, and well-tempereif 
zeal in defence of the protelfant caufe, Dr. John Jewell 
furniflies an amiable example, which deferves to be 
handed down to ppdjerity both as an incentive, and a 
pattern. Kis works alfo on polemical theology, at a 
time when this fpecies of writing had its utility and its 
praife, hill rank him high among the champions of re- 
ligious liberty, and the learned apologifts for a feparation 
from the church of Rome. 

This eminent divine was defyended from an ancient 
family in Devonfhire, and was born at' the village of 
Buden in that county. He received the firft rucRnoents 
of claffical learning under his maternal;uncle, a refpeft- 
able clergyman: and paffing fucceflively through the 
fchools at Branton, South Molton, and Barnftaple, where 
his prqgrefs mull have been confiderable, though the 
little incidents of his puerile days are unrecorded, before 
he had attained the age of fourteen he was entered of 
Merton college, in the univerfity of Oxford. 

His firft tutor was a man of no literary eminence, and 
rather inimical to the doftrines of the reformation. At 
the period when the intelleftual powers begin to expand, 
principles generally fink deep; ?nd had not this promif- 
;ing yputb been foon after committed to the care of' an- 
other getjtleman; in every refpeft the reverfe of hia 
former tutor, it is poffible that proteftantifin might have 
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loft one of its ableft defenders, and moft exemplary orna- 
ments, by the deleterious opinions of his academic guide. 

Having, however, imbibed the tenets of the reformed 
religion, and diftinguifhed himfelf by hi* aptitude for 
learning, and his alliduity in its acquifition, he removed 
to Corpus Chrifti college, where he was chofen fcholar ; 
and purfued his theological ftudies with fuch ardour, 
that he became almoft wholly abforbed by them. It is 
recorded of him, that he read from four in the morning 
till ten at night, almoft tegardlefs of the calls of nature { 
by which indefatigable perfeverance he acquiredf a moft 
extenfive fund of knowledge, but at the expence of his 
health, an objett of fo much importance to maintain 
and fecure, that youth fhould never overlook its value, 
either in their thirft for innocent pleafure, or even the 
laudable ambition of literary acquirements. In confe- 
quence of neglecting a cold, he contracted a lamenefe 
which attended him to the grave ; and in other refpeCts 
he had Tapped his conftitution, before he reached the 
prime of life. 

His abilities, however, were fo confpicuous, and his 
virtues fo great, that he commenced tutor with general 
applaufe, and initiated many in the doCtrines of the re- 
formation. Being afterwards chofen profeflbr of rheto- 
ric in.his college, he read leCtures with diftinguiftied 
reputation, and daily added to his celebrity and his influ- 
ence. So eftimable, too, was his moral charaCler, that 
the dean, a rigid papift, ufed to exclaim, “ I Ihould 
love thee, Jewell, if thou wert not a Zuinglian. In thy 
faith I hold thee to be a heretic, hut in thy life thou ait 
an angel.’* 

When Edward VI. mounted the throne, Mr. Jewell 
made a public profeflion of his principles, and contract- 
ed an intimate friendftiip with Peter Martyr, the divinity- 
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profeflbr of the univerfity. Oo proceeding bachelor in 
divinity, he preached an excellent Latin fermon in dc' 
fence of the proteftant doctrine, and feduloufly attended 
to his paftoral duty at Sunningwell, in Berks, of which 
he was reftor, whither he regularly walked every Sun- 
day, notwithftanding his painful lamenefs. 

The Ihort reign of Edward, and the bigotry of his 
fucceflbr Mary, foon expofed Mr. Jewell to all the rage 
of perfecution. The fellows of his own college loft no 
time in expelling him for herefy ; but the univerfity, out 
of refpeil to his abilities, or, as others fay, with a defign 
to entrap him, appointed him to draw up and deliver its 
congratulatory addrefs on the queen’s acceflion. The ad- 
drefs, however, was compofed with fuch felicity of matter 
and exprefiton, that it not only pafled without cenfure, 
but .was favourably received by all parties. 

Unwilling to quit the feene of his honourable labours, 
he withdrew to Broadgate-hall, now Pembroke col- 
lege-, where he continued his leftures ; but, popery 
being re-eftablifhed, and his life in danger, he was 
drawn into a compulfive fignature of tenets which his 
heart and reafon abjured. His enemies fo well knew the 
inefficacy of his fubfeription, that they determined to 
deliver him up to Bonner, the grand inquifitor; but he 
avoided their vigilance ; and, taking a bye-road towards 
London by night, walked till he was quite exhaufted, 
and obliged to lie down upon the ground. In this fitu- 
ation he was providentially found by a benevolent Swifs, 
who had formerly been in the fervice of biffiop Latimer, 
and who conduced him to the houfe of a lady, where he 
met with a hofpitable reception, and by whom he was. 
afterwards privately conveyed to London. 

The zeal and friendfhip of fir Nicholas Throgmorton 
furnilUed him with means of reaching the eohtiuent, 
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where he-immediately joined his former aflbciate, Peter' 
Martyr, who had preceded him; and with that learned 
divine fettled firft.at Strafburgh, and afterwards at Zurich, 
where profeffion of the reformed religion was -neither 
criminal i\or dangerous. The fociety which -they kept 
was diftinguiflied for erudition, and zeal for proteftantifm ; 
and their fitnation was not uncomfortable; but. on the 
joyful news of Elizabeth’s accefiion, Di. Jewell returned 
to his native land, where his fame and reputation had firf- 
fered no diminu ion by his voluntary exile, but rather 
gained an ample iijcreafe. In confequence of this, he 
was particularly favoured by the queen, and foon after 
his return appointed one of the fixteen Proteftant divines 
to hold a difputation in Weftminfter Abbey, againft the 
champions of popery. 

The tide of preferment now flowed on apace, and in 
quick fucceflion he rofe to feveral dignities, which were 
foon after crowned by his elevation to the mitre. In 
1559 he was cdnfecrated bifhop of Salilbury; and never 
were eccldiaftical rank and emolument more judicioufly 
bellowed. Dr. Jewell, in the moll critical times, had 
fltewn his attachment to the reformation; he had enforced 
its doctrines both by his eloquence and his writings, and 
he had adorned them by his bjamelefs life and exemplary- 
con verfatidn. 

The Papifts, however, though often confuted, were 
not to be confounded. The more abfurd any tenets are, 
the ftronger hold they take on minds of a certain call. 
The feeble intelleft is dazzled by what it cannot com- 
prehend : and it regards the delufions of plaufible de- 
jigning men as the facred myfteries of religion. On this 
account the bilhop of Salilbury found it neceflary to 
be inllant in feafon and out of fealbn, in.order to trace’ 
and difconcert the fchemes, and to break through the 
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fnares, of 2Hi infidious.and domineering party. He in\- 
peacbed 'ifome. of the leading .dogmas .«f the Romjfh 
churchy and chdlkngedthe ^hol^wof.htto defend them; 
hot the JPapifts,’ though thfcy ilid notaltpgethe#' the 
<ontroverfy, knew too well-the idUadv^ntageogsiground 
dn which they now flood, :to enter the.jlUls w ith him ia 
pabllc. ■ ' ' i v > h i- h*ff 

The bifhop, encouraged by fpccefs, a^d, emboldened 
by the prefent afpeifl of affairs, publUlrfd his famous 

Apology for the. Church pf Eiifelaitd;;.”, a ^ ork which 
-A*as trandated into all the moderh languages of .Eutopc» 
and Sven into Greek; .a work that* in its day, did more 
fervice to the caufe of the'referndation, and more injury 
•to popery, than almoft any other that can be^ named, or 
put in competition with it; a work that.ftdl tieferv't tt> 
be read by every member of the, church of Englmdf 
and, in (liort, by every Proteftant who wiflies tu lenow 
the foundation of the principles which he profeffes to 
believe and follow. 

But Dr. Jewell was not only celebrated as an able de* 
fender of the proteftant faith, but he carried a fpirit of re- 
form into every ecclefiaftical department w'thin the fphere 
of his jurifdi&ion. He corrected clerical abufes; he pu- 
rified the courts, and made them iuftruments of utility* 
inftead of engines to oppreffion. 

While engaged'in fuch truly honourable public pur- 
fuits, and in an unwearied application to private ftudies, 
he began to feel the ftrength of his body unequal to thfr 
vigour of his mind; yet no perfuafion of friends, no 
afFcftionate warnings of the danger which he incurred, 
could prevail on him- to relax into the leaft indulgence 
to himfelf. He perfifted in his ufual practice of rihng at 
four in the morning; at five he called his family to 
prayers; at fix he attended the public worfliip in th< 
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cathedral; and the remainder of the morning he deroted 
to ftudy. Some part of the afternoon was taken up in 
public audiences, and the tranfadHon of bufincfs; at nine 
in the evening he examined his fervants how they had 
fpent the day, and afterwards joined with them in family 
devotion. From this time till midnight he withdrew to 
his ftudy-; and even when at iaft he pa? tjifpofed to in- 
dulge nature in repofe, one of his chaplains generally 
read to him till he fell afleep. 

A life fo watchful, fo laborious,, withput any re- 
laxation, except the change from one engagement to 
another; without any recreation, except at moderate 
and hafty meals; could not fail to haften the advances 
of mortality, and to abridge the number of his days. 
But, if living be eftimated by aftion, Dr. Jewell may be 
faid to have reached longevity. Except very few hours 
dedicated to fleep, his duration might be faid to be wholly 
life; and even when the monitions of his approaching 
end could no longer be difregarded, it was his conftant ■obfervation, “ that a bifliop fhould die preaching.” 

His fenfe of the epifcopal duty was undoubtedly very 
ftrong ; and it may be faid almoft literally, that he died a)c 
his poft. Having promifed to preach at a church in his 
diocefe, he fet out, when evidently labouring under a 
fevere illnefs, regardlefs of the impending danger. He 
preached his laft fermon, but with difficulty ; and foon 
after refigned his immaculate foul into the hands of him 
who gave it, at Munkton Farley, and was buried in the 
ehoir of Salifbury cathedral. 

The chara&er of this primitive,bifljop will be beft feen 
in his life and manners; but every particular refpefting 
fuch a worthy man cannot fail to be interefting. In his 
perfon he was thin and fpare, the effed, probably, of 
his intenfe application to ftudy ; in temper he was plea* 
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fant and affable, modeft and meek ; in his morals he was 
pious and charitable ; and, after he became a bifhop, he 
feems to have made as near approaches to the ftandard of 
Chriftian perfeftion, as the weaknefs of human nature 
will permit. He was gifted with a very tenacious me- 
mory, which he had improved to an extraordinary degree 
by art; fo that he could exaftly repeat whatever he 
wrote, after a fingle reading. This ufefu! art he ap- 
pears to have been capable of communicating to others. 
Of his fkill in languages and his immenfe erudition he 
has left fufHcient teftimonies in his writings; which, as 
far as they were practical, received an inftrudive and 
perfuaGve comment from his life. 

XL SIR THOMAS GRESHAM. 
Bom 1519.—Died 1579. 

From 10th Henry VIII. to 2 \Ji Elizabeth. 
In the age of Elizabeth, our commerce began to ex- 
pand itfelf to the remoteft parts of the world, and the 
character of a merchant to become as truly refpe&able, 
as in the eye of reafon, and the fcale of utility, it cer- 
tainly deferves to be. The national opulence of Britain, 
her confequence, and her glory, arife neither from the 
peculiar fertility of the foil, the extent of the territory 
nor the number of inhabitants; in all which refpefts {he 
is excelled or rivalled by her neighbours; but from her 
fhipping, manufa&ures, and trade, from the fpirit of 
enterprize that a&uates her capitalifts, from the induftry 
and fkill of her artifts, and from the (kill and refolutiaa 
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. of her Teamen, which have carried the Britilh flag,, either 
to enrich or aggrandize .their country,, wherever winds 
blow, or'ocean'.rolls. • 

. But among all the mercantilt cbara8ers who in paft or 
prefent times have done honour to their’ native land, or 
immortalized their memory by kudibli ahd benevolent 
aiftions, th-ere-ake N&NE thal can bd put'i'n competition, 
with . GRESHAM.; a man, wf ho will be remembered 
with gratitude, while the city of Londori-'ihall remain the- 
cmporitim of- nations, and while extertlive commercial 
knowledge, combined with a love'of fcience, fhall hi'erit 

iefteeao and>Veputation upon earth. 
Thomas Grelham was ^efceuded of an ancient family- 

in Norfolk, feveral of which had borne the honour of 
knighthood, and among the reft his father fir Richard, 
who was flieriff of London in 1531, and much employed 
by Henry VIII. in his foreign contrails and negotiations^. 
He had two fons, the elder -of whom, though bred to- 
his father’s bulinefs, accompanied the proteilor Somer- 
fet, in his expedition to Scotland, and was knighted by 
him in the field of battle at Muflelborough ; but died in 
the reign of queen Mary. The younger, the fubjeil of 
the prefent memoirs, was alfo bound very eaily to the 
trade of a mercer; but it appears probable that this was 
only to initiate him in a-general knowledge of bufinefs j 
for neither his birth nor his fortune required that he 
ftiould, for any length of time, fubmit to the drudgery of. 
a counter. 

It is to be lamented, however, that we can fcarcely 
recover one particular of this celebrated merchant’s early 
life. It is certain that he received a ch.ffical education; and, .notwithftanding his afsprentice-fti p, we find him 
pafling fome years at.Caius college, Cambridge, under its 
great founder Dr. Cams, who, in compliment tp the learn- 
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ing and proficiency of his pupil, calls him “ Mercator. 
Da&iffimus,” pr the very learned merchant., 

But, though the higher departments of trade are by no, 
means incompatible with the greatefi: advances in learn- 
ing, Grefham’s deftinatiou in life, much for his intereft- 
and credit, being early fixed, by paternal foiicitude, he 
foon engaged in adtive commerce, which put an end, in 
a great meafure, to his literaiy purfuits, although not to. 
his zeal in the caufe of learning. He was made free of 
the Mercers’ company, and about the fame time married 
-the widow of a gentleman by the name of Reade. 

On the demife of his father, who had been the king’s, 
agent at, Antwerp, another perfon was appointed to .that 
office ; but, either from his wanting abilities or integrity, 
he involved his fovereign in confiderable difficulties ; 
and young Grefham, being, cpnlulted on the mode of 
extricating his, majefty from the prefiure of certain pecu- 
niary engagements, gave fuchtt flirewd and fatisfaftory 
opinion, that he was immediately authorized to carry his 
own ideas into execution, and removed to Antwerp with 
his family, in quality of.royal agent. 

Here he foon found himfejf involved in. a bnfinefs oft 
great intricacy, adfihg from the want ofr prompt refpon- 
libility in his government; the fertility of his- invention,, 
however, enabled him to accempiifh the dbjedi in view 
with honour to himfelf, and advantage to his employer. 
Having difcover.ed the felfiili and.intriguing difpofitipn 
of the Flemings, he counteru^ed it in the moft effectual 
manner for the fervice of.his country} and raifed the 
reputation of England to fuck an unufual pitch, that lie 
could with facility borrow money on equitable terms, 
either on account of government, or bjfhis own private, 
credit. He turned the balance of trade wholly in favour 
of England, and fo raifed the courfe of exchange, that. 
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money flowed apace into his native country, which had 
been exhaufted before, and was even deeply in debt to 
the citizens of Antwerp. 

However, on the acceflion of queen Mary, he was 
removed from his appointment ; but not before he had 
obtained fufficient grants from his late royal mafter to 
enable him to live with credit in the ftyle of a private 
gentleman. In a patent, fettling a penfion on him and 
his heirs for ever, figned only three weeks before 
Edward’s death, among other honourable expreflions 
are thefe words, “ You fhall know that you have ferved 
a king.” 

During the reign of Mary he was rather a petitioner 
for juftice, than an objeft of favour; but when Elizabeth 
afeended the throne, and merit was confident of royal 
regard, he was among the firft citizens of London that 
experienced her diferiminating attention. She employed 
him to furnilh the arfenals with arms, and foon after 
conferred on him the honour of knighthood, and made 
him her agent in foreign parts. 

Among his fellow-citizens his credit, at this period, 
had arrived at a very high pitch ; and in order more en- 
tirely to eftablifh his connexions among them, he built 
a fpacious houfe on the weft fide of Biftiopfgate ftreet, 
afterwards called Greftiam College, where he lived in a 
ftyle becoming his charafter, opulence, and ftation. 

But that profperity which had hitherto been his con- 
ftant attention with little variation, was now inter- 
rupted by the fevered domeftic calamity. He had an 
only fon named Richard, about fixteen years of age : his 
toils and his cares were all probably direXed to fecure 
the fortune, and to promote the welfare of this objeX of 
his fondeft affeXion ; but he was deprived of this his 
only folace, his fon and his heir, in the very opening 
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bloom of youth, before it was pofiible that his virtues 
could be developed, or his faults, if he poffefled any, 
could diminifti the^anguifti of a parent’s forrow. 

Being now deftitute of a natural reprefentative, he 
began to embrace and adopt the public. The ftrong 
ties, which bound him to his offspring, being for ever 
diflblved, with the dignity of a man, who ftill wifhed to 
perpetuate his name by honourable fervice, he turned 
his thoughts to the welfare of his fellow-citizens, among 
whom he lived highly refpedted and beloved. 

The merchants of London had hitherto met totranfafl 
bufinefs in the open air in Lombard-ftreet, fubjeft to all 
the inclemencies of the weather 5 and he conceived that 
he could not more efTentially ferve them, than by erefl- 
ing an Exchange for their ufe, on the plan of the Bourfe 
at Antwerp. Animated with this liberal idea, he only 
requeued the corporation to affign him over an eligible 
fpot of ground for the purpofe, and he promifed to ere£t 
the edifice at his own expence. It was impoflible that 
an offer of fuch a difinterefted nature could be confidered 
with indifference. The citizens afligned him the fite of 
eighty houfes in Cornhill, which were pulled down ; and 
on the feventh of June, 1567, fir Thomas laid the firft 
ftoneof the Exchange; which was raifed with fuch ex- 
traordinary diligence, that it was completed before 
Chriflmas, 

When the fabric was fit for ufe, and the fhops within 
its precinfts opened, Elizabeth, attended by her cour- 
tiers, made a proceffion to infpeft it; and being highly 
gratified with the munificence and tafte of her fubjeft 
and agent, fhe ordered a herald, by found of trumpet, 
to proclaim it the Royal Exchange ; an appellation 
which {he defired it might ever afterwards retain. 

This ftrufture, however, though fufficiently fplendid 
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and capacious for that period, was by no treans equal in 
grandeui* to the-pfeient' (The dreadful fire in London, 
in 1666, confumed it with numerous other public and 
private buildings; and out of its aflies rofe the prefent 
pile, which was finifhed at the joint expence of-the city 
and the mercer, company, at the coft of 8o,oool. 

It is impoffibi - to do adequate juftice in a general 
work, to the patriotic exertions of fir Thomas Grefham, 
either in the iervice of his fovereign, or of his fellow- 
citizens. Philip II. having, in the rage of difappoinN 
ment, prohibited all commerce in Flanders with the 
Englifh, Cecil, then Secretary of State, found it ex* 

.pedient to eonfult fir Thomas on the probable confe- 
quences of this meafure, and the heft means of coun- 
terafting its effe&s. His advice appeared fo judicious, 
that it was immediately adopted, and proved fo falutary, 
that the machinations of the enemy were converted to 
their own injury and difappointment. At his inftiga- 
tion, government not only averted the danger of a re- 
ftri&ion on the F.ngHIh trade, but concerted means of 
being more eflentially independent on foreign nations. 
Till this period all loans had been negotiated on the con- 
tinent; a rircumftance by which this country was im- 
poveriflied, and aliens were enriched. A new fcene, 
however, was now opened; it was determined to try 
raifing of money on the merchant adventurers in Lon- 
don ; and though, at firft, from the novdlty of the plan, 
and the general ignorance of the monied men, it met 
with a very cool reception, yet by the intereft of Gre- 
fliam it was at laft carried into full execution ; and thus a 
revolution in the financial operations of the govern- 
ment was effeftrd, at once tending to enfure its liability, 
and tojaromote the intereft of th$ fubjeft. 

The prudent regulations, adopted at this period, ren* 
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dered a foreign agent no longer neceflary for money ne- 
gotiations, and fir Thomas Grcfham was fuperfeded by 
his own public-fpirited defigns: but Elizabeth, who was 
«ot infenfible to his diftinguilhed merit, immediately 
joined him in an honourable commiffion with the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury', the biftiop of London, and fome 
lords of the council, who were ufually appointed affift- 
ants to the lord mayor in the government of the city, 
during her majefty’s fplendid progreflea through her 
dominions. 

A life lb full of activity as fir Thomas Grefham’s 
was not likely to leave much fpace for indulgence and 
fequeftration; the mercantile world was not only the 
fcene of his occupation, but of his pleafure: he loved the 
fociety of men whofe views had been enlarged by com- 
merce, and was never more happy than on his favourite 
Exchange ; yet as years came on, he found fome relaxa- 
tion neceflary, and therefore purchafed an efiate at 
Ofterley, where he built a magnificent feat, for his occa- 
fional retreat from the cares of bufinefs and the buftle 
of the capital. 

But his very hours of amufement were notfpent in 
vain. A vigorous mind from every objeft elicits fome 
improvement; a benevolent heart is never removed from 
the fphere of its exertions. He eredted paper, oil, and 
corn mills in its park at Ofterley, which at once filled 
up the leifure of the proprietor by fuperintendance, and 
furniflied conftant employment to vaiious defcriptions of 
artificers and labourers, who depended on him for their 
daily bread. At this feat queen Elizabeth vifited the 
“Royal Merchant,” as he ufed to be called; and was 
magnificently entertained. Her majefty, however, point- 
ing out an improvement in the court before the houfet, 
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whitfh flie faid would look better, if divided; -iir Thomas, 
anxious to fliew his refpe£l for his fovereign’s tafie, ■privateh’ fcnt -to London for workmen ; and when the 
<1 nben i'ofe next ni'orning, flie was aftoniflied to find 
her fitggoflion OOffipfeteK"cdr-ried into bKecutiOn. 

We have already mentioned that this opulent and 
•worthy citizen had the mitfOrttine to lofe his only fon, 
and tliat ’PrOvidciice had intercepted the ineans of per- 
petuating his name, except by Hi is own noble and 
praife-worthy a<9ions. The Exchange alone would have 
refcued hfs memory froth oblivion ; but fo rapidly had 
his fortune accumulated by his donfummate judgment in 
mercantile tranfadiorts, that he began to projeft new 
Ichernes of beneficence to his fellow-citizens and to 
mankind. 

The city of London having ho effablifhrhent exprefsly 
devoted to the liberal fcfences, aivd the merchants of his 
iinte, from w'ant of education, being commonly obftihate 
•and prejudiced, a's fir Thomas had witnetfed on "many 
Pccafions in his intercom fc*s with diem j he reileftcd that 
he could not more dfedlually promote their welfare and 
tthevr orddit, than by concerting his manfion-lioufe in 
ihfeapfgate-ftreet into a college, hud endowing it with 
Sufficient revenues for profeflbrs in the feVen fdences, 
divinity, law, plwltc, aflrondmy, geometry, mufic, and 
rhetorie. Xn this be fbllow.ed the pi: n of academic infli- 
itution ; .though it rhnnot Be denied that lectures adapted 
>o the hical circumftance s of (lie great emporium cf the 
■sroi'ld, would how be more dcfirable and beneficial. 

INo fOmier. however, was this generous defigu di- 
vulged, than the ruling men in the imiverfiiy of Cam- 
bridge "made ufe of evtiy argument to ’induce him to 
altra- his plan, and of every ‘felicitation for the pre- 
ference in bis favour. As bis own * ma mater, it orght 
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fee naturally expeSeil that he ^.ild rather found a col- 
foge there than in 'Oxford ; and they expatiated on the 
danger of aftedling the interefb of the two eftablithed 
nnirerfitfes, by raifing rival inffitutions in London. His jiartiaHty for Cambridge \fras no donbt forong, but it was 
ftill (tronger in favbur of the metropolis. He perfe- ❖eretl, 'therefore, in his fir ft ihfetfiion ; and on the 20th 
df May,' -l 57 3, tekecdted'a-deed 8f fottlement, by which, 
a'ffor'the derinife 'offers la<iy, than Id flie happen to iut- 
vive him, his town-houfe was to be converted into a 
college, and fufticient revenues were aftigned for the 
Yaj^port of the prOfeifars. 

Having given to fils prfepofed ■inflirution all the {labi- 
lity which legal labiftiorts cbuld Confer, and bequeathed 
fey will coniiderable' faths to feVeral private and pub- 
lic charities, particularly the hoipitels; like a man who 
fead performed an honottrable part in life, and was 
ambitious to benefit the world when he was called from 
this tratifitory feene; he begdh to court retirement, and 
that tfanfqffifiiry which is belt fritted to declining age. 
And few had mote claims to the peaceful enjoyment of 
the lift diours of life Ilian fir Thomas Grelham. His 
fortune Was fo ample as to preclude eveiy anxious care, 
and the Tefleftion on the long fertes of pious and bene- 
■volent aflions, which be had performed, muft have re- 
galed his mind with the. folace of conlcious worth. Be- 
loved and refpefted, he enjoyed the fmiles of deferved 
friendfliip and the homage of the public ; and had his 
days been protracted to a much longer period, i is pro- 
bable from his difpofition and his conduct, that the laft 
would have Hill been more honourable than the former. 

But in four years after he had adjufted nis worldly 
affairs in a manner which will ever refled luftre on his 
rnn>e, he was feized with a fit of apoplexy in his own 
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boufc, immediately on his return from the Exchange j 
and falling fuddenly down, all attempts to rellore him 
proved ineffeftual. 

His obfequies were performed in a public and folemn 
manner, worthy the refpeft due to fo diftinguiflied a 
citizen : and his charitable deeds may be faid to have 
followed him to the grave ; as his hearfe was attended by 
a hundred poor men, and as many poor women, for 
whom he had ordered appropriate funeral dredes at his 
expence, whenever the aweful ceremony fliould take 
ylace. 

From the belt accounts that have been tranfmitted to 
«is, it appears that this truly patriotic citizen was 
throughout of a temper generous and benign ; and that 
Sris pofthumous charity was only a continuation of the 
munificence that had adorned his life. He was well 
A/erfed in ancient and modern languages; and fhewed a 
predileifTiion for learning, and its profeflbrs, whether 
matives or foreigners. Some acknowledged his patronage 
Sn very handfome terms; among the reft, John Fox, the 
anartyrologift. Few have equalled his public fpirit, and 
few can claim a larger tribute of efteem and gratitude. 
3de who lives only for himfelf, will foon be forgotten ; 
fcut he, whofe labours are direfted to the perpetual benefit 
of the community, may lay claim to immortality as his 
reward. 
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XII. AMES CRICHTON; 
• OMMONLV KNOWN BY THE APPELLATION OS? 

THE ADMIRABLE CRICHTON. 
Born about 1560.—Died about 15S2. 

From lyb Edward VI. to 2$ib Elizabitb. 

X O magnify what is great, and to diminifli whatt 13 
little, feems to be a difpofition natural to men. Elfe 
how can we account for the adfcititious qualities afcribeti 
to the perfon long known by the name of The admirable 
Crichton, which are fo vague, and partake fo much of 
the marvellous, that the prodigious and unparalleled ta- 
lents, which he afruaHy pofleffed, have in confequence 
been brought into difpute ; and, if the concurring tefti- 
mony of contemporaries did not identify his fame, his 
very exiftence might in time have become queftionable. 

If it ihould be afked, why we feleft a charader fo 
enveloped in legend by partial admirers, and fo afperfed 
by fceptical revilers, that half its native excellencies arc 
obfcured, it is becaufe we think it honourable to our 
kind to fliew that fuch extraordinary perfons have ap- 
peared on this mundane Itage ; and becaufe a difplay of 
fuch endowments, according to their moll moderate 
ehimate, cannot fail to have a potent effed on the gene- 
rous minds of youth, when they fee what is attainable 
by man. 

The sera of the birth of this prodigy has been vari- 
oufly related : but according to the earl of Buchan, the 
lateft inquirer, he firft faw the light in 1560. His 
father foon after became lord advocate of Scotland ; his 
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motlver was a Stuart, and lineally defcended from the 
royal family of Scotland.;, fo that Crichton in the fubfe- 
qnent fcenes of life did not boaft without reafon of his 
high extfaiHon. 

He is faid to have received his grarnn'.atiral learning at 
Perth; but if we may give’credit to Aldus Mamitius, 
who afterwards became intimately acquainted! wdth him, 
he ftudied undpr Buchanan, and other preceptors of 
James I. along with his majefty. 

That the beft mailers in every branch of learning fell 
to the lot of Crichton,. rna,y- well, be inferred frqip his 
|proficiency; and it is abfolqtely, inipi.ffible that he could 
have imbibed his vai ious knowledge from airy one man 
of the age in which he lived, ftrong-as the nqUmal force 
ef bis genius mnft have been. However, Rutherford, 
at that time a famous profefibr at St. Andrews, Irad the 
honour of being his fu,tor at that Univerfitv; amf derives 
much greater celebrity from his forming fuyh a fqbolar, 
tliati from his own ccmmentat ies on A-ritiotle, which are 
now obfolete and ufelefsi 

By the time Crichton had reached his twentieth year, 
he had run through the whole end? of the fcieoces, and 
was a capital mafter of tep languages; which, from his 
vafl memory, were judged-to be as familiar to him as 
his mother-tongue. Nor was. his fame confined merely 
to literary excellence: he feemed to. combine the mod 
difeordant qualities, and was without a rival in all athletic 
exercifes. It is recorcbd of him, that in fencing Ite could 
Ip ring at one bouaduhe length of t.weu.ty feet on his.my 
tagonilt; and could ufe the fword in either hand, -with 
equal dexterity. He had' alfo. a fine voice, and,, great 
Ikiil in playing on mu deal- inffruments. His perfon anil 
countenance were likewife eminently- beautiful, whiefi 

■ferved to fet off- all his other accompliflimerns; for even 
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virtue in' a graceful form' never faib to- be more ac- 
ceptable. 

Thus qualified, he fet out on his travels, and, as iD 
fhould appear, fully fenfible of his marvellous acquire- 
ments, and fired with an ambit Lon to. dlfplay. tliem^ 
Having reached Paris, he affixed a kind of, challenge, onr 
the gate of the college of Navarre, inviting the learned.- 
of that univerfity to a deputation on a certain day; giv- 
iiig his opponents, whoever they might be, the choice of 
tbn languages, and of all the faculties and fciences; 

After fuch.a bold andmovel fliep for a yodith ftill in his 
minority, it might have been fiappofed that he would 
have devoted the interval to refrefh; his memory at 
and prepare himfelf againU every advantage that could- 
peafonably be taken of his unguarded provocation. But- 
the reverfe appears to have been the fa&. He gay© 
bhnfelf wholly up to private pleafures, or public majily 
exercifes. He engaged in every.diverlion and-1 in every 
diffipation with the Came ardour; and became fo con- 
temptible in the eyes of the Undents at the nniverfity, 
that beneath his own placard they caufed to be written, 

that the moft likely place in which to find this manlier 
of perfe&ion, would be the tavern or the brothel.” 

But Crichton Coon redeemed his-chara&er, and covered 
his detractors with confufion. On the appointed day, he 
attended in prefence of three thoufand auditors; and 
after a deputation of nine hours againft four doflors of 
the church and fifty mafttrs, he frleoced his antagonifis, 
and was prefen ted with a diamond and a purfe of gold, 
a mid ft the loudefl acclamations. Every paflion that had 
agitated the univerfity, was now converted to admira- 
tion ; and one of his opponents is faid to have confeffird, 
that' Crk hton, who now obtained the epithet-of “ Ad- 
mirable,” gave proof* of knowledge aim oft more than 
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human, and that one hundred years, fpent in an incefTant 
application to ftudy, would not be fufficient for the at- 
tainment of fuch learning. It is farther added, that fo 
little was the youthful champion fatigued with the dis- 
pute, that the very next day he attended a tilting-match 
at the Louvre, where, in prefence of the court of France, 
he bore away the ring on his lance fifteen times, fuc- 
ceflively. 

The next account we have of Crichton places him at 
Tome, where he fixed a placard on all the mod public 
places throughout the city, couched in the following 
terms: “ Nos Jacobus Chrichtonus, Scotus, cuicumque 
rei propofitac ex improvifo refpondebimus.” In a city 
fo famous for fcholaftic learning and wit, a challenge that 
bore fuch apparent marks of prefumption could not ef- 
«ape a pafquinade. He was confidered as a literary 
empiric, and the place of his refideuce was indicated to 
fuch as. w'iflied to fee his exhibitions: but Crichton, in 
no wife daunted, entered the lids which he had fought, 
and, in the prefencc of the pope and his cardinals, borfr 
away the palm of vhdory. 

Leaving Rome, he diredied his courfe to Venice ; and 
if we may judge from the Latin lines dill extant, which 
he compofed on this occafion, notwithdainling all the 
reputation which he had acquired, he was either dif- 
trefitd in mind, or laboured under fome embarraffment 
in his pecuniary affairs. Having, however, introduced 
himfelf to Aldus Manutius, by means of that didin- 
guifhed fcholar, who was amazed by his extraordinary 
endowments, he was introduced to the literati of that 
city, and afterwards had the honour to attradl the no- 
tice of the doge and fenate; before whom he pronounced 
an unpremeditated complimentary oration with fuch 
dignified elocution and force ef eloquence, that he re- 
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ceived the thanks of that illuftrious body, and was imi- 
verfally confidered as the prodigy of human nature. 

From Venice he repaired to Padua, whofe univerfity, 
at that time, was in the higheft reputation. Here he 
engaged in another deputation, beginning with an ex- 
temporaneous poem in praife of the place and his au- 
ditors j and after difputing fix hours with the molt cele- 
brated profefibrs, whom he foiled "on every fubje£t whicl* 
they ftarted, by his fuperior acutenefs iir dialeftics; he 
concluded, to the aftonifliment of every'hearer, with an 
unpremeditated poem in commendation of ignorance. 

Amidft all the literary laurels that he won, he conti- 
nued his purfuit of pleafure with the fame eagernefs as 
if it had been his foie ftudy. So contradiftory were his 
merits, and fuch was the verfatility of his talents, that 
he became the fubje& of envy as much as admiration. 
Few were willing to allow one man to carry away fo 
many prizes; and in proportion to his fame arofe the 
oppofition of his revilers, Crichton was not infenfible 
of this; and to filence at once the invidious impugners 
of his talents, he caufed a paper to be pofted up, in which 
he offered to prove that there were innumerable errors 
in the works of Ariflotle, and grofs ignorance in his in- 
terpreters : at the fame time that he was ready to difpute 
m all the fciences, to anfwer any queftions, and to repel 
any objeftions, either by logic, or an hundred kinds of 
verfe, or by analytical inreftrgations and mathematical 
figures. This conteft, Manutius allures us, he maintain- 
ed for three days, without flagging; and conduced him- 
felf with fuch fpirit and energy, and fo completely van- 
quiflied his opponents, that he obtained the loudeft 
plaudits that ever were elicited from men. 

The literary fame of the admirable Crichton by this 
*S 
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time had fpread over the remoteft parts of- Italy} and 
when he came to Mantua, he had an opportunity of'fig- 
nalizing himfelf by a feat of arms. A prize-fighter, who 
had defeated the mo ft celebrated makers in Europe, had 
fixed his refidence, for a time, in Mantua,, and had killed 
three perfons who had entered the lifts againft him. 
The duke, therefore, began to regret that he had granted 
his protection to this licenfed murderer ; which reaching 
the ears of Crichton, he was fired with the ambition of 
ridding the world of fuch a faoguinary moofter; and of- 
fered to ftake fifteen hundred piftoies, and to mount the 
itage againft- him. With fome reluCtance the; prince 
con fen ted; and, every thing being prepared, this fingle 

0 combat was exhibited before the afTembled court, and an 
immenfe concourfe of fpefiators. Their weapon feems 
to have been the fingie rapier, then newly introduced 
into Italy. The prize fighter advanced with great im- 
petuofity, while Crichton contented himfelf with parry- 
ing his thrufts, and fuffored, him to exhauft his own vi- 
gour, before he attempted to charge. At laft, watching 
his opportunity, Crichton became the aflailanf, and, 
prefied upon his antsgonift with fuch force and agility, 
that he ran him thrice through the body, and faw him 
expire. He then genereufty divided the prize which he 
had won among the widows whofe hufbands had been 
killed. 

The duke of Mantua conceived the highefi efteenj 
for this illuftrious ftranger, and made choice of him for 
preceptor to his fon, Yincentio di Gongaza, a prince of 
difTolute manners and a turbulent difpofition. The ap- 
pointment was highly acceptable to the court; and 
Crichton, to evince his gratitude, and to contribute to 
the amufeEtent of pis patrons, comppfcd, we are told, a 
comedy, in which he expofed and ridiculed all the prin-. 
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cipal weaknciTss and mifcan iages of men, ’vith the moft 
poignant fatire and propriety of application ; and in .this 
pby he hiinfelf exhibited fifteen ditferent characters, 
with fuch inimitable eafe and grace, that he appeared 
every time to be a different perfon. 

But the time was now approaching, in which it was 
proved, that, with all his endowments, Crichton was ho 
more than mortal. Roving about the ftreets one night, 
during the carnival, and playing on the guitar, he was 
attacked by fix men in maiks. His courage did not de- 
fert him on this critical occafion; he oppofed them with 
fuch fpirit and adroitnefs, that they were glad to fly ; 
and their leader, being difarmed, threw off his malk, 
and begged his life. How muft it have wounded the 
fenfibility and confounded the reafbn of Crichton, to 
difco.ver the prince, his pupil, as the fuppliant! Inftead 
of granting, the forfeited boon of life, which was alt that 
ought to have been required, he fell on his knees, apo- 
logized for his miftake; and, prefenting. the fword to 
Gonzaga, told him that he was always matter of his 
exiftence, and needed not to have fought his death by 
treachery. The brutal prince, irritated by the affront 
which he had received, or, as fome fay, flung with jea- 
loufy, grafped the proffered inftrument of deftruction, 
and plunged it in his tutor’s heart. 

Thus fell the admirable Crichton, in the very bloom 
of youth, by the hands of a worfe. than common affaflin. 
The court of Mantua teftified th^ir efteeni for his me- 
mory by a public mourning, and the contemporary, wits 
expreffed their grief in numerous elegiac compofitions: 
and for a long time afterwards his picture decorated the 
chambers and galleries of the Raljan nobility, reprefent- 
ing him on horfeback, with a lance in one hand, and a 
book in the other. 
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The gener'ility of his biographers fix his death in 

1583; but Lord Buchan, from the moll minute inqui- 
ries, thinks it took place a year earlier, when he was ftill 
©nly twenty-two. 

That a man, who during his fhort but brilliant career 
filled fuch a fpacc in the minds of men, fhould have the 
time of his birth and his exit difputed,- as well as many 
of his mofl memorable achievements, is mortifying to 
thofe who are animated with a love of pofthumous repu- 
tation. ,The cafe feems to be, whatever charafter is rail- 
ed too high in one age, is fure to be funk too low m an- 
other. Envy, which is afraid to attack exalted living 
merit, eonfoles itfelf with preying on the dead. It firft 
detefls fome anachronifm, or fome exaggerated praife, '•nd 
then tries to invalidate the whole chain of evidence that 
coeval teftimonies have produced. The fame of Crichton, 
like that of the aftor, was chiefly confined to thofe who 
had witnefled his talents. He wrote little, but he per- 
formed much. The performance was foon forgotten, or 
blended with fi&ion; and the few fpecimens which he 
has left of his intellediual powers, either do not rife above 
mediocrity, or at leaft would not entitle him to Angular 
praife. He blazed like a meteor for a moment: his cor- 
xufcatiqhs dazzled the eyes of the beholder; but when 
he vaniftied, the impreffion which he had made was no 
where to be found. Yet we do not hefitate to pronounce 
him one of the moft accomplilhed men that ever appear- 
ed on our fublunary fphere. To thofe who feel the glow 
•f genius, he furnifhes an example of the heights to 
■which it can afeend j to thofe who are lefs gifted by na- 
ture, his unfettled life and his melancholy end may at 
leaft teach acquiefcence in their providential allotments. 
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XIII. SIR FRANCIS WALSINGHAM; 
Born 1536.—Died 1590. 

From z'jth Henry VIII. to yind Elizabeth', 

No period in Englifh hiftory is more illuftnous than 
the reign of Elizabeth for the great men which it produ- 
ced in every department of the Bate, and who were called 
into aftion by that penetrating judge of merit who then 
fat on the throne. Indeed, half the glory of this fove- 
reign may be fairly afcribed to the abilities of her mi- 
nifters: nor does this in the lead derogate from her 
juft fame; for, to adopt the fentiment of an acute dif- 
cerner of men and manners, “ no weak prince was ever 
known to ehoofe a wife council.” 

Among thofe worthies who contributed to the honour 
of Elizabeth’s reign, and gave (lability to her govern- 
ment, Sir Francis Walfingham will occupy a prominent 
place. As an able politician and an honeft man he was 
celebrated by his contemporaries; and he feems to have 
deferved the higheft eulogiums which they could beftow, 
as the fubfequent notices of his life will evince. 

This ftatefman was born at Chiflehurft, in Kent, of an 
ancient and honourable family; but it is matter of fcri- 
•us regret that no memorials of his early life, which can 
ferve to ftimulate the youthful bofom to follow his fteps 
have been preferved by the hiftorians of his time. It 
only appears that he was educated at King’s college, 
Cambridge, and foon after fent on his travels into foreign 
countries. His attachment to the principles of the refor- 
mation were, however, well known, while under the 
ftiade of academic bowers; and it was, perhaps, fortunate 
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for him that he was engaged in diflant peregrinations 
during the fanguinary reign of Mary. 

With a genius turned for politics, he availed himfelf 
of every opportunity which his travels afforded, of ac- 
quiring an intimate acquaintance with the lavs, govern- 
ment, cuftoms, and manners, of the nations on the Con- 
tinent; aful fuch were his accomplifhnrents and known 
aptitude for public bufinefs, that, on his return to his 
native land, he fpeedily attra&ed the notice and was 
taken into the confidence of Cecil; by whom he was 
brought forward in a manner fuitable to his talents 
and views. 

That he pofTefTed a maturity of parts, even when he 
firft launched on the ocean of politics, may be inferred 
from this circumftance: he was appointed ambaflador to 
the court of France, during the {forms of the civil wars 
in that kingdom, and acquitted himfelf there with fuch 
zeal and ability, in various important and delicate tranf- 
ailions, particularly in a negotiation relative to a treaty of 
marriage between his miffrefs and the duke of Alen^on, 
and afterwards between her and the duke of Anjou, that 
he wasever after confidered as fully qualified to diloharge 
the mod'weighty truffs at home or abroad. The papers 
that pafi'ed during his embaflies, were colle<5ted by Sir 
Dudley Digges, and publiftied under the title of the Com- 
plete Ambaffador; from which, his penetration, his 
judgment, and his abilities, may be diUtn&ly appreciated. 
But no part of his chara&er is more eifimable than his 
perfect difintcreftednefs. Elizabeth, though fhe could 
diftinguifh merit, was parfimonious in her rewards 
Walfingham, zealous to fupport the dignity of hfs ffation 
and to promote the interefl of his fovereign, incurred 
greater expences than his public allowances would defray ; 
and it appears that he rather waited than bettered his 



SI-R FRANCIS V,’ALSIKGHA.M^ 9? 
circiunflances, during his accredited refidence in France. 
On his return, however, be received the honour of 
knighthoods and, when his firm friend and patron, Cecil, 
was raifed to the peerage and made lord treafurer, Wal- 
fingham was appointed one of the fecretaries of hate, and 
fworn a privy counfellor. 

In this lituation, he not only gratefully fupported 
Burleigh’s power and influence, by which he had himfelf 
rifenj but on a variety of occafions, dete&edand difeon- 
certed intrigues and confpiracies at home, and with an 
intuitive fagacity penetrated into the moft fecret defigns 
of foreign cabinets. 

TUe ftaies.of Hollapd jufl riling into political cp.nfe- 
queuce, \yalflngbpm \yas, fynt aver in 1578, as the 
queen’s reprefemative at one of their early meetings; 
and by his influence andaddrefs, he contributed much to 
form the bafifr of their union, which wa^.fuccefsfully con- 
folidated the following year. 

In fliort, on every occaflon where fkilful management 
and confunjnnate addrefs were dcem«d requifite, Wal- 
fingham had the honour to be employed. ■t To him,” 
fays-Lloyd, “ moft faces fpoke as well as their tongues, 
and. their countenance was an index of their hearts.” 
Jde alfo maintained a number of fpies and agents, and 
thus developed the moft fecret defigns, before they were 
ripe for execution. 

Attached, to the proteflant religtop, he fettled its con- 
ftitutiona! polity, and difconcerted all the intrigues of 
the papifts, who not only dreaded his penetration, but 
complained of his infidio,us artifice:, which was an over- 
match for their own. At fiift he fliewed a prediltdlion 
for the’puritans; bqt, finding that they would not make 
the kaft advance to uniiormHy, even in the moft harm* 
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Tefs ceremonies, he left them to their narrow principles 
and obftinateprejudices. 

Intelligence having been received that the young king 
of Scotland, afterwards James I. of England, on whom 
the queen always kept a watchful eye, was placing his 
confidence on favourites whom fhe difliked, Walfiogham 
was difpatcbed to break through his delufion, or to create 
a party in his court, and to oppofe his minions. The 
latter point he effe&ed ; but he feems to have formed a 
wrong'eftimate of the charafter and abilities of the youth- 
ful monarch. This prince teftified an uncommon fond- 
nefs for literature, and talked not irrationally on his favour* 
fte topics, Walfingham, being well verfed in ancient and 
modern authors, pfeafed him by his quotations from 
Xenophon, Thucydides, Plutarch, and Tacitus; and on 
fubjefts of general knowledge they interchanged fenti- 
ments with mutual freedom and fatisfaftion. This poli- 
tician thought he forefaw, that fo much theory as James 
poffefled, would, at a maturer age, be turned to ufeful 
pradice, and he gave a report accordingly; in which* 
however, lie was certainly miftaken. James might have 
made an ufeful academical tutor, or even a profefl'or; but 
his mind was rather contrafted than enlarged for publi* 
bufinefs by his attachment to the claflics, and his tafte for 
polemics, in which, it muft be allowed, he was an adept. 
A mind not originally great, is only rendered more con- 
fpicuoufiy feeble by an undigcfted mafs of learning; jufl 
as a clown in a com t-drefs appears more ridiculous than 
jn his own. 

When Elizabeth had determined on an ad which 
forms the chief difgrace of her reign,-the trial and con- 
demnation of her unfortunate rival, Mary, Walfingham 
was appointed one of the.commiffioners on this tragicai 
bufintfs. He had previoufly exerted himfclf with great 
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imluftry and effect to develope the plot of Babington’s 
confpiracy, in which Mary was implicated; and he ap- 
pears to have been guided in this whole tranfaftion, by 
the pureft fentiments of loyalty and moral obligation; 
for he reje&cd, as infamous, a fcheme prefled by Leicefter, 
of taking off the captive queen by poifon. 

In the courfe of the trial, when Mary charged him 
•with counterfeiting her cypher, and pra&ifmg againft her 
life and that of her fon, Walfingham rofe with a dig- 
nified emotion, and protefted that his heart was fre« 
from all malice towards the prifoner^ calling God to 
witnefs, that in his private capacity he had done nothing 
unbecoming an honeft man, nor in his public capacity 
any thing unworthy of his ftation. He declared that he 
had done what his duty and allegiance prompted: and by 
thofe principles alone had he fquared his conduft, Mary^ 
with noble franknefs and generofity, accepted his pro- 
teftation, and even apologized for having given credit 
to what die had heard to his prejudice. 

When all Europe was kept in fearful expectation by 
the vaft armaments which the king of Spain was pre- 
paring. and no one could penetrate into his real defign, 
Waltingham employed every manoeuvre that a long habi- 
tude with politics could fuggeft, to difeover this im- 
portant fecret; and, learning from an emidary at Madrid, 
that the king had avowed to his council the fending off a 
letter to the pope, begging his benediction on the defign 
which he had avowed in it, a dtfign, however, that he did 
not chufe to divulge till he had obtained an anfwer; the 
artful fecretary, having found this clue, by means of a 
Venetian prieft, his fpy at Rome, pocured a copy of the 
original letter; which was ftolen out of the pope’s cabinet 
by a gentleman of his bedchamber, while he flept* 
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Having by this dexterous management developed the 

myfteiy which bad piixzled the deepeft politicians ta* 
unriddle;, bytheobftacles which he raifed up, be prevent- 
ed the Spaniards from receiving thofe pecuniary fupplies 
which would have enabled them to put to fea;-and thus- 
the failing of the armada was delaj^ed for a whole year. 

Walftitgham by. his intenfe application to public bit* 
iinefs feems to have haftened that moment which no 
power or addrefs can at lafr efcape. lie died in the 
q4th year of his age; and, though he hadholden fbme of 
the higbeft and moft lucrative flattens, he did not leave 
enough behind him to. defray the laft offices due to mop- 
tality. To fave his body from an arreft, his friends were 
obliged to bury him by night in St. Paufls church, with* 
out the refpeft and honour which were due to fueh a rare 
inftance of political fagacity, difmterefted zeal, and pure1 

patiiotifm... fie left only one daughter, who was married 
fucceffivtly to three very diflinguiftied charaiflers}. Sir 
Philip Sidney, Devereux earl of Effex, and Bourke earl- 
of Clanriokard and St. Albans. 

In Walfingham, his too penurious miftrefs lofl one of 
her n oft faithful fervants, and the public one of its beft 
friends. He feems to have been one of thofe flatefmen- 
in whom the nobleft virtues love to dwell. He pur- 
fried the good of his pountry by all pratflicable means,- 
regardlefs of all other objeds. He was eminently in- 
ftrumental in promoting voyages ofdifcovery, and every 
ufeful fcheme of trade and navigation in general. The 
proteflant religion fruiod in him a warm and a judicious 
fupporter; and all the machinations of Rome to over- 
throw it fell beneath his fuperior addrefs. 

His negotiations, or ftate papers, difplay at once his 
literary and his political talents. A manual of pruden- 
tial maxims, entitled Arcana Aulica^ is likewife aferibed 
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to him, .thotigh with no ftii^dtat authority. It is very 
probable, however, that fome of.the nioft valuahle fenti- 

' naents fi.Hind in this work vyere poiyp^et| from.him.: one 
wb.ich his whole public life iiluftrated, wp ftj.bjoin : 

K nowM-ige is. never bo,right top tbar.’-’ 
That this great and good ft.Ueforati was a patron- of 

literature, is evident.from hi^ founding a divinity le-itiire 
at Oxford, as alfo a library at Kang's, college, Canv- 
bfidge. He afljfted Hakiiiyt.: an.d his.pti.rfe as well as 
his iafluence were always af the fervice of tlipfe who 
were qualified tp dp honour to their country by their 
arms or arts, by. their ept&rpj/ize or their talents. It wks 
impoffible indeed to efcape a mail of \Valfingham’s pene- 
tratipn, that the patronage of merit and talents, in. general, 
js the glory and the beft fuppayt,of government; or, in 
Other Wfirds, that knp,\ylpdgq and ytEtgft are tlie gales by 
which Itates are wafted into the port.of profperity, pr 
driycA op the quickfandi.of difgrace. 

XIV. SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. 
Born 1545.—Died 1596. 

From ibtb Henry Fill, to 38/Z1 Elizabeth, 
THE illuftrious names which throw 3 fplendor on the 
age of islizaheth are fo numerous, that fclq/ition becomes 
difficult. It produced men eminent in all the.aits th^t 
give a fecurity to nations, or ernbellifli the walks of pri- 
vate-life; heroes, adventurers, ftatefmen, poets, and 
fcholars arofe in quick facetflioH., 01' rather wer? contem- 
poraneous ; and, if we except the prefept and part of the 
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paft, in no preceding or fublequent reign have fuchs 
brilliant naval achievements been performed. 

Among thofe, however, who by their courage and 
nautical fkill contributed to ennoble their country, 
and the great princefs whom they ferved, the firli Enghlh 
circumnavigator, Drake, ftands confpicuous in the temple 
of Fame. He was the eldeft of twelve children, and born 
at a village near Taviftock, in Devonflnre. His father 
it feems was a mariner, but his aftual circumftances are 
unknown. However, he had the good fortune to be con- 
ne&ed by marriage with Sir John Hawkins, who took 
young Drake under his patronage, and gave him that 
kind of education which was beft adapted to a marine 
life, for which he was deftined from his infancy. A 
cloud frequently hangs over the early years of celebrated 
charaflers, which biographers in vain attempt to pierce. 
Of the juvenile period of Drake’s life, not an incident has 
defcended to pofterhy. We are, therefore, obliged to 
take him up when he firft entered on his profeffion, in 
an offenGble capacity. By the intereft of his patron, 
co-operating with his own abilities, he was appointed 
purfer of a fliip, trading to Bifcay, about the eighteenth 
year of his age. At twenty he made a voyage to Guinea, 
which then began to be vifited; and two years after, he 
was appointed to tha command of the Judith. In that 
capacity, he particularly diftinguifhed himfelf in the glo- 
rious aftion which took place under his patron, Sir John 
Hawkins, at St. John de Ulloa, in the harbour of Mex- 
ico, and remrned to England, with a rifing reputation, 
but without the leaft advancement in his fortune. The 
event of this voyage feems to have given Drake a rooted 
enmity to the Spaniards, which only terminated with his 
life In thofe times the laws of nations feem to have 
been interpreted with great laxityand predatory voyages 
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fgaiaft tbe rich Spanilh fettlements were frequentjy un- 
dertaken by private adventurers, rather with the conni- 
vance than the fanttion of their fovereign. In fuch ex- 
peditions, where the love of enterprize or thirft of gain 
was the ruling motive, Drake took a very a&ive part; 
yet his fuccefs, and the averfion to the Spanifh name, 
which had then become endemial, always protedied him 
from a ftridl inquiry into the authority under which he 
adfed, or the means which he purfued to effectuate his 
deligns. 

He made three fucceffive voyages againft the Spanifli 
fettlements in America ; and, befides doing much mif- 
chief to individuals, he obtained a confiderable fhare of 
booty, which, greatly to his honour, he divided with ftrift 
impartiafity among the companions of his fortune, and 
thofe who had rifqued any capital in his undertakings. 
This conduct, fo juft and p.raife-worthy, gained him a 
high reputation, and made him the idol of his men. 

With the fruits of his induftry and his courage, he 
now fitted out three frigates, and failed for Ireland, 
where he ferved as a volunteer, under Walter, earl ef 
Eftex, and performed fignal feats of valour. On the 
death of this nobleman he returned to England, where 
he was introduced to her majefty by Sir Chriftopher 
Hatton, and very favourably received at court. Thus 
balking in the beams of royal favour, his views expand- 
ed to nobler atchievements than what he had yet attempt- 
ed, and he projefted an expedition which will render his 
name immortal. 

When a man of an ardent imagination once gives up 
the reins to the purfuit of intereft or ambition, nothing 
will appear too arduous that flatters his darling pafiion. 
Drake having in one oi his former expeditions obtained 
a profpeft of the Great South Sea, determined that no 

^035 ^ / 
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obftacles or dangers fhoiild deter him from endeavouring 
to fpread his fails on that ocean. But indefatigable as he 
was in the pur Wit of his defign, it was not till the year 
1575? that he had colfe&ed a force fu'fficient to man five 
veifejs; when,, by a particular rdyal cbrnfniflibn/He ap- 
peared as adtpiral, or, as the phrafe then tfas, general of 
the fquadron. 

The fleet equipped for this impo'rtant expedition con- 
fifted of the Pelican, of orie hundred tons, the flag-ill ip r th'S 
Elizabeth, the Mary gold, the Swan, and theC.hriftopher; 
all of inferior burden. Thefe vtfil ls were^ partly fitted 
out at hisovvn riifque, and partly at the expeiu e of dthers, 
and manned with ,one hundred aritl (ixty-fo.ur feledt 
mariners. They were flored with 'all necefiary provir 
Cons, and at the fame time furniflied with whatever could 
contribute to 01 nament or delight: carrying a band of 
mufic, rich furninire, and fpecimens of the mold elegant 
produftions of this country. The admiral’s table was 
equipped with filver iitenfils, and even the cook-room 
was decorated with the fame cdfify metal. This apparent 
oftentation, however, nvghl be the effiedit of policy ra'.hei 
than vanity. Of the re’fpedl, which is always paid to 
the externals of opulence, Brake was fufly fenfible; and 
he omitted no means bf keeping up an appearance, fuit- 
able to the ftation which he now held. 

Nbtwithftanding'his reputafjpn was by this time fuffifl- 
ently blazoiied, prudentiy feflefting on the'difcrulties.to 
which his nun had been expbfed m fornfer ‘tranfatlaiitic 
expeditions, which might have deterred the lefs relolute, 
6r probably to mafic Bis defign from Spain, he gave it out 
that his intended voyage was to Alexandria ; nor was the 
realdeflination known till they reached the coafi oTRrazil. 

Every reqiufite‘preparation-having been ‘made, Brake 
•failed from Fiymouth/on tire 15th of November, 1577'; 
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buf foon after was forced by tempeftOOus weather into 
»Falmouth, whence He took his final departure, on the 
fijth of December, with alt the aufpicious indications df 
.a favourable voyage. 

On the -5th of April He made the coaft of Brazil, no 
•important Occurrence' intervening, and entered the river 
■De la Plata, where hfe parted ddnipany with two -df 
his fiKaller fhips.; but meeting •them agam, arid tranf- 
jportiog the meii and provifions into the reft, he turned 
them adrift. 

After encounteriiag a dreadful 'ftorm, in which the 
•admiral was faK^ed by the fkill and :»:repidify of his 
-fecond in command, on tile 29th of May they bnftf'eU 
tire port of 8t. Julian, not far i’foth the Straits of Magel- 
lan, Where they lay two months, toter'der to ihake pie- 
-paratibiK for paffing that dan^erotfs and hitherto little 
knownchannel. 

At St. Julian, a tragecK- was afted, which impart'rality 
obliges us to record: Drake havingfummoiied his prito- 
•cipal officers'to'attend a reurt-niartial, nperted his corh- 
miffioo, which gave him power of life -and -death 5 and 
with confidcrable eloquence, which he pofiefted, not- 
-wifhftanding his im;crfecf education, he began to charge 
ta gentleman, df the Via me of Dorvgfiiy, Who -had Icing 
been the oqjeft of his difiike, with firft ’plotting to mur- 
der him, and then to ruin the enterprize. Jealoufy of 
his taleiits and his'Worth 'is generally thbughlt to have 

rprortipted this perfebtittoh. HoWeVei'this may be, ma- 
lice, backed hy poWer, Will fetdom fad of accompli flilirg 
Its objeft, particidariy wWre the ihfiiience of the laWs is 
’•too didant t« be felt or feared. Of this tragical affair 
there are vstrimfs atad even contradidtbry accounts; but 
hone, though they palliate the adth'ii-al’s cohdu^ can 
wipe away the fufpkion of deliberate cruelty. With a 
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■ffliockery of juftice, while he obferved fome of its ieaft 
important forms, he condemned to death a gentleman 
who had been his friend, and who followed his fortunes 
"by his own particular folicitations. The fliam tribunal, 
which had been inftituted by Drake, and over which he 
himfelf prefkled, confirmed the fentence. The ill-fated 
Doughty obtained only the refpite of a Angle day, to 
fettle his affairs both temporal and fpiritual. The ad- 
miral, it is faid, received the communion with him; and, 
with a hypocritical ihew of regard, allured him of lire 
prayers. 

The confcioufnefs of innocence feems to have fup- 
ported this unhappy victim : he broke out into no in- 
veftives Jigainft his prejudiced judges; he even preferved 
a ferenity of countenance and mind ; recommended his 
friends to the candour of Drake, and fubmitted to deca- 
pitation with conftancy and fortitude. 

The execution being over, the admiral by plaufibie 
harangues and excufes endeavoured to juftify his con- 
duff:; but though the panic-firuck crew might acquiefce 
in his deciiion, we are inclined to think Drake indefen- 
fible in the whole of this bufinefs, as far, at leaf!, as 
from a review of the documents we are able, at this day, 
to judge. Cruelty ought ever to be the object of ab- 
horrence, and the more fo when it aflumes the infidious 
mafk of julfice. 

The fleet being now reduced to three (hips, Drake 
bade adieu to port St. Julian, and, on the 20th of Auguff, 
entered the Straits of Magellan; which, notwithftanding 
the intricacy and difficulty of this navigation, he pafied 
in fixteen days ; a fhorter fpace of time than it has ever 
been performed in by any fucceeding navigator. 

No fooner, however, had they entered the great South 
Sea, than they were overtaken by a violent ftorm, which 
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coatinued, without intermifliou, for nearly a month, 
during which the (hips were difperfed, and left Drake, 
at laft, two hundred leagues out of his conrfe, in latitude 
550 fouth. Here they difcovered a number of fmall 
flands, and were fortunate enough to obtain a fupply of 

refrelhments, by an interchange of fuch toys as are al* 
ways valuable in the eftimation of uncivilized hordes. 

Departing from thefe fhores, another ftorm of much 
greater violence arofe, and drove them to the very extre- 
mity of the South-American coaft; where they faw, far 
the firft time, the conflux of the fouthern and weftern 
oceans; and at length they had the good fortune to navi- 
gate a calm unruffled fea, to which they had been fo long 
Itrangers. 

Drake now direfted his courfe to the appointed place 
of rendezvous, in cafe of the reparation of the fleet; but 
when he arrived at the wiftied-for latitude, he found 
neither ihips nor convenient harbours, and therefore 
fleered direftly to Macoa; where the natives, at firft, 
made a (hew of friendfhip. But probably mift.aking them- 
for Spaniards, a nation which they had reafon to deleft, 
they foon after laid an ambufh for a watering party, kill- 
ed two of the crew, and (lightly wounded the admiral 
with an arrow.pnder the eye. 

This difafter induced them to fliorten their ftay; and 
now failing.along the coafts of Chili.and Peru, they car- 
ried terror wherever they appeared, and plundered (hips 
and rich towns with fo little oppofition, that the men be- 
came fatiated with fpoil, and began to indulge the wifli 
of returning to their native land to enjoy it. But the ad- 
tnirai was fired with glory no lefs than avarice; and expa- 
tiated on the honour, as well as the utility, of dtfcovering 
a nearer paflage to Europe, which he did pot deem irn- 
praflicable. 

V 
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' His‘ iiifliieoce and alitiwrity pfevaijed'; and with a view- 
-nf exploring a north-weft paflagc, they proceeded to 
latitude 45*° noi'tH • hut here the 'cold proved fo intole- 
j able to perfons loTig habituated to a warm dirhate, that 
he was obliged to deftft hrorta the farther prosecution of' 
his defign ; apd meafiirihg back their courfe to Califor- 
nia,' they pilt into'a-nai bVnir bf that peninfula', where the 
natives received them iu the mdft hofpitdble manner, and 

•even offered to confer the ‘Sovereign power on the ad- 
miral. This compliment, of cotirSe,was waved for hi-m- 
fdf, but he transferred the proffered allegiance to his 
iruftrefs; Elizabeth.,' and' trok pofleffiop of the couhtryj 

•to which he gavfc the a^jpeflation of New Albion, in her 
-name. The ceremony being ended, the fimple natives 
• demonstrated the%’ghed 1 tip eft and veneration for the Strangers; and lacerated their bodies in the fevereft man- 
ner, as is cuftomary among barbarous nations when 
aftuated by grief or joy. ' 

Though the acquifition of (his territory was only va- 
luable either to the admiral or his country, 'as it furniflied 
Supplies and a refting-place on the prefent occafion, 
Drake-feems'to have plumed himfelf much on the vo- 
luntary grant; and before his departure caufed the eircum- 
itances of-the reft gnat ion to be engraven on a brafs plate, 
and fixed up as a; memoriahof the tranfaftion. 

No fooner \lere the Indians fertfible that'their new 
friends were about to depart, than they but ft out into 
the moft lively exprtffibns of Sorrow. As the Ships re- 
ceded from the fhore, they afeended the hills to prolong 
their view of them ; and lighted up fires, as if intended 
for Sacrifices. Indeed, when we confider with what pro- 
found refpeft, almoft bordering on adoration, the Spa- 
niards Were firft received on this- continent, it is not un- 
dkely but the fimple natives of ^California might aft under 
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flmilar impreflions: certnin it is, that the conduit of Drake 
long rendered the Engliih popular among thefe bar- 
barous tribes. 

It was on the 33d of July that they quitted thefe 
fliores, and, after a general confultation, it was agreed on 
to proceed to the Moluccas. In latitude 20° north, they 
fell in with fome iflands, where the natives, at firff, 
fhewed figns of amity, and readily bartered their com- 
modities :• but, emboldened by the mild behaviour of 
the Englifh, they became infolent; when the blank dif- 
charge of a piece of ordnance checked the prog refs of 
unprovoked aggrefiion. 

On the 3d of November, they had a joyful view of 
the Moluccas, and touched at Ternate, whofe king ap- 
pears to have been a wife and politic prince, and kept up 
a dignified regal (late, while he was not deficient in pay- 
ing proper honour and refpefl to his vifitors. 

Here they (hipped between four and five tons ofcloves, 
refitted the (hips,' and refrefhed the crews: but, juft as 
they were about to fail, they had the inhumanity to 
abandon a male and female negro, taken from one of 
the Spanifli prizes. The poor girl, it feems, was only 
about fifteen years of age, and, either by Drake or one of 
his companions, had become in that ftate which entitled 
her to proteflion from every manly and feeling heart. We 
cannot mention an incident of this kind without reprobat- 
ing fuch cruel and atrocious condufl. It is our wifli and 
our duty to mend, not to corrupt the heart; and while 
we record perfidy, it (liall be our ftudy to reprehend it. 

In their courfe towards Celebes, they fell in with a 
number of iflands, whole names are not preferved ; but 
juft as they flattered themfelves with having eli aped the 
dangers incident to (uch a navigation, the (hip ftru k 
during the night, on a hidden rock; and the murmurs of 
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the crew at fuch a protrafted voyage, which had long 
been with difficulty reprefled, now broke out into all 
the virulence of invt&ive, and all the wildnefs of de- 
fpair. Fletcher, the chaplain, was particularly fevere on 
the admiral; but he, feeling the dreadful catallrophe in 
which they were involved, difguifed his refentment at 
the rude attacks which he was obliged to endure, tried to 
conciliate the minds of his people by every lenitive art 
that experience could divife ; and, in the midll of the 
mod imminent danger of univerfal ruin, preferved a cou- 
rage, prudence, and prefence of mind, unaltered. 

At lad, when every ray of hope was gone, and they 
expefted to be fwallowed up without leaving a Angle 
memorial of their adventures behind, the wind fuddenly 
fliifted, and the furges heaved the diip off the rock; when 
they continued their courfe to Baratene, where they 
were hofpitably received, and repaired the damage which 
they had fudained. 

Departing thence, they proceeded to Java, and took in 
a frefh fupply of provifions, with an intention of profecut- 
ing the voyage to Malacca; but the crew now became 
abfolutely mutinous, and infided on the admiral’s dire&ly 
fleering for Europe. 

Obliged to yield to their menaces, the admiral direded 
his courfe towards the Cape of Good Hope: but in order 
to wreck his refentment on fome individual as a terror to 
the red, he feized on Fletcher, who had been loud in 
cenfuring his conduiff when the diip was in danger of 
being lod. and, accufing him of fpiriting up the crew 
to oppofition, went through the fame forms of external 
judice as he had done in the cafe of Doughty, and conclud- 
ed with depodng him from the priedhood, in a Angular 
form of excommunication, and afterwards turned him be- 
fore the mad with every mark of difgrace. 
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On the 15th of June, 1580, they doubled the Cape of 

Good Hope, and, without any other occurrence worthy 
of remark, reached Plymouth on the 3d of November ; 
having performed the circumnavigation of the globe in 
two years and about ten months. 

The news of Drake’s arrival was foon difleminated 
over the kingdom ; and, as this was an age when heroic 
deeds challenged the higheft admiration and regard, the 
admiral’s reputation reached the mod exalted pitch, and 
the fame of his accumulated wealth heightened the re- 
fpeft which was paid him. 

Yet as merit and enterprize will always excite envy, 
his conduit and principles were not only canvafled by 
his countrymen, but the Spanilh ambaflador exerted 
himfelf to have him declared a pirate, notwithftanding 
the royal commiffion. The queen, with that policy for 
which (he was diftinguifhed, heard the arguments of his 
friends and opponents, but concealed her own fentiments, 
till a proper opportunity offered of divulging them. 

In this date of painful fufpence, Drake remained for 
fome months; uncertain whether he ftiould be declared a 
benefactor to his country, or its difgrace. At length, 
when matters were fufficientiy ripe for an avowal, the 
queen threw off the veil at once, and went on board his 
drip at Deptford, where die was magnificently entertained, 
and conferred the honour of knighthood on our navi- 
gator; obferving, that his actions did him more honour 
than his title. She alfo gave orders for the prcfervatiou 
of the fhip which had performed fuch an extraordinary 
voyage, and it was long vifited as an obje£t of public 
curiofity; till becoming fo much decayed that it could 
no longer be kept together, a chair was made out of the 
planks, and prefented to the univerfity of Oxford, where 
it is now preferved in the mufeum. 
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After this public tefiimony of royal approbation, envy 

and malice were obliged to hide their abaflied counte- 
nances, and all ranks were zealous to congratulate ^r 
Francis Drake ; who had a coat of arms afligned him, 
appropriate to his puffuits and hi-s talents. 

With regard to the quantity of treafure amafled in this 
fuccefsful enterprize, there are various opinions; but, on 
an average of the beft accounts, it could not be lefs than 
a million fterling. As to the dilhibution, it appears that 
alt parties were fatisncd ; and the manner of his reception 
gave a confirmation to the truth of the old maxim, 
“ that he, who brings proney, brings his welcome with 
him.” 

Having accompanied this naval hero round the globe, 
the firft commander that ever accompli (lied fuch a voyage, 
Magellan having been cut off before his return, it will, 
no doubt, gratify juvenile curiofity to know his future 
deflinies. 

In 1585, he was again called into a&ion’as admirai'of 
an expedition againft the Spanifli Weft-Indies, in which 
his ufual fuccefs attended him. Two years after, he 
was fent to Lifbon ; but receiving intelligence that the 
Spaniards were affembling a fleet at Cadiz on purpbfe 
to invade England, he failed into that port, and burnt 
ten thoufand tons of flopping, exclufive. of all the war- 
like floras. 

New fuccefles gave rife to hew honours.' Next year 
he was appointed vice-admiral under lord Howard of 
Eftinaham, and diftinguHbed himfelf againft the ,Spanifli 
Armada, in fuch a manner, as sleferves the unqualified 
praife of all pofterity. General hiftory records the tri- 
umphs of our countrymen on this glorious occafion, and 
we mean not to interfere with i's province. 

The very name of Drake was now a fhield of defence 
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To Iris fovereign, and the terror of her foes. His merits 
being duly appreciated by the queen, he next dif- 
patched with a fqitadron to aflift in placing Don Antonio 
on the throne of Portugal. Here the event was not equal 
to the courage and talents employed in the expeditions 
Spain, indeed, was partially baffled, but England was 
little benefited. Drake was not formed fo much to 
co-operate with others, as to execute his own bold and - 
original ddigns. 

The fun of glory which had fo long flione upon him 
with full luftre, was now verging to » decline. A formi- 
dable expedition againft the Spanilh fetilements was 
proje&ed, foon after this failure, in which Drake and his 
relation and fifft patron,-Hawkins, were appointed com- 
manders. 

After an attack on the Canaries, in which they mif- 
carriedj-the fleet arrived before Porto Rico ; when they 
held a council, and it was determined to make an affaulc 
on the fliips in the harbour. The ftrengthof the fortifica- 
tions rendered this attempt alfo abortive : and fir John 1 

Hawkins fell a martyr to the climate. The very fame' 
evening, while the principal officers were at fupper, a 
cannon ball, entering the cabin, killed fir Nicholas Clif- 
ford, mortally wounded another gentleman, and carried 
away the ftoolon which fir Francis Drake was feated.—< 
Thus fortune once more befriended him, before flie 
bade him a final adieu. 

After committing feveral depredations in thofe feas, to 
the injury and vexation of the Spaniards, they proceeded 
on their grand defign, which was to crofs the ifthmus of 
Panama; but in this they were likewife foiled. 

Repeated difappointments, to which he had been fo 
little accuftomed, preyed on the mind of Drake with 
inch pungent force, that he fell into 3 melancholy ; in 
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which ftate, being leized with the bloody flux, he quitted 
this life, at Nombre de Dios, without leaving blue, in 
January, 1596. 

In ftature, this accomfSlilbed feaman was low, but 
wellfet; his cheft was broad and open, his head very 
round, his eyes large and clear, his complexion frefti, and 
his whole countenance animated and engaging. In 
England his death was lamented with the fineereft de- 
rnonftrations of forrow; and J)js character for perfe- 
verance and fortitude, for aifthat can exalt the hero and 
intrepid commander, was fo finely fixed in the hearts &t 
his countrymen, that time can never tarnifli his juft 
laurels* Yet his defefls as a rnan were very confidera- 
ble; and if he excelled moft in his great qualities, he 
funk beneath the mafs of mankind in feme eflential cha- 
rafteriftics of humanity. Impatient of control, avari- 
cious, and defpotic, he was rather formed to excite fear, 
than to' attraift regard. Untimflured with the liberal arts, 
except as far as they were connefted with navigation, in 
which he ftood unrivalled and alone, he evinced none of 
thofe weaknefles which are an honour to our mind ; and 
he lived without Teeming to enjoy life, except when 
fome fucccfsful enterprize filed the cafual gleam of fatif- 
faiftion on his heart. Favoured by the fmiles of Fortune 
till he vainly fancied that he had chained the fickle god- 
defs, he could not endure her frowns; and has left a 
moral to pofterity, “ that a long feiies of uninterrupted 
profperity feldom promotes the ultimate happinefs of a 
being, fo weak and frail as man.” 
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XV. WILLIAM CECIL. 

LORD BURLEIGH. 
i Born 1520.—Died 1598. 

From 1 lib Henry VIII. to 40*6 Elizabeth. 

In a private ftation a good man may be eftimable, but 
when railed to rank and power, he becomes eminently 
meritorious. The more the fphere of his activity is en- 
larged, and the higher the fummit from which his in- 
fluence is felt, the greater are his glory and his ufe. All 
thofe virtues, and all that wifdom, which in privacy are 
only calculated to win the applaufe of his own heart or 
the veneration of a difcerning few, fpread their delight- 
ful energies over a range worthy of their force and 
direftion, promote the general welfare, and embrace 
whatever is great or good. 

Thefe refleftions were fuggefted by contemplating 
the life of Cecil: a man who, during the long fpace 
of forty years, and amidft many eventful fcenes, was a 
principal minifter of date, and direfled the machine of 
government with a wife and fteady aim. 

William Cecil was born at Bourn, in LincotnOrire, 
the native place of his mother. His father was Richard 
Cecil, efq. of Burleigh, in the county of Northampton ; 
principal officer of the robes to Henry VIII. and a 
diltinguiftied favourite of that monarch. 

Young Cecil imbibed the hrll rudiments of learning at 
the grammar fchools of Grantham and Stamford, and 
gave early indications of thofe folid and finning talents 
which were to adorn the future man. His third for 
knowledge was exceffive ; and his father, willing 'to 

, * S 
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humour the bent of his mind, fent him, when ftii! a bor, 
to St. John’s tollege, Cambridge. Here intenfe appli- 
cation, united to a pregnant genius, foon procured him 
diftin&iou in the literary career; but from too little at- 
tention to thofe fprings by which the human machine is 
kept in repair, and its faculties improved, he indulged 
his fedentary difpofition to fuch an inordinate degree, 
that he had nearly loft the ufe of his limbs, and certainly 
Jaid the foundation of that tormenting difeafe the gout; 
which, at intervals, preyed on his conftitution for life, 
and gradually Tapped the foundation of his vital powers. 

Before he had completed^ his nineteenth year, he left 
Cambridge, full of academic diftin&ions, which he had 
richly merited; and entered of Gray’s-inn, London, to 
profecute the fludy of the law, as his future profeilion.— 
J-Jere his proficiency was as rapid as in the acquifition of 
general learning; and it is probable that he might have 
rifen to the very height of juridical eminence, had not 
his be; ter fortune called him to other purfuits, ftiil more 
adapted to his capacity and endowments. 

The pivot on which the fuccefs or mifcarriages of 
men turn, is often influenced by fuch accidental caufes, 
a; neither prudence can direct, nor any human fore- 
fight is able to anticipate. This pofition, which, in 
itfelf, is liable to no contradiftion, receives a forcible 
illuftration from tire incident by which Cecil rofe to 
honour. 

Towards the clofe of the reign of Henry VIII. on a 
. ifit to his father at court, Cecil accidentally met two 
piiefts, in the prefence-chamber, chaplains to the fa- 
mous Irifli chief O'Neale ; and, by way of filling up the 
interval of waiting, he fell into converfation with them 
on theological fubjt<fts. A warm difpute enfued, which 

carried on in Latin ; and fo clofely were the bigots 
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of fuperdition prefled, by the youthful advocate for the 
doftrlnes of the reformation, that' they felt themfelves 
overpowered, and burft from him in a pai oxyfm of rage. 
The advantage which Cecil had gained was irqmediatelv 
teported to the king ; who,, pleated to tind,a.champion 
in the caufe which he himfelf had efpoufyd, ordered 
him into his pretence, and was fo delighted with his good 
fenfe and addrefs, that, he promt fed him the firtl vacan-t 
place at court, compatible with his views ; and in the 
the mean time he was complimented with the reverfion 
of the cuSos brevium office. About this, remarkable 
period, on which his future fortune hinged, he married 
a lifter of fir John Cheke ; who left him a widower, 
with one fon, in lefs than two years after their nuptjals. 
Five years after,- he efpoufed Mifs Mildred Cooke-, 
daughter of fir Anthony Cooke, tutor lo Edward VI, a 
lady of uncommon merit and acccomplilhments. 

Connected by marriage with two of the moft diftin* 
guifhed fcholar-s of the age, and poflednig in his wife not 
a rival, but an aflbeiate, in ft tidy, be was more ardently 
attached to literature than ever ; but by no means to 
the negieft of his law profeffion ; in which he became 
eminent, though his accefs to court probably .irvfpifedjiim 
with more elevafed expectations, which were afterwards 
abundantly gratified. 

• On the accellion of Edward VI. be nvas warmly re- 
commended to the lord protector, Som.erfet,} ani fuc- 
ceftively rofe, under- this high pationigc and the favour 
pf his fovereign, to be matter of the requefo,. cuftos 
rotolorum of Lincolnfliire, and oie of the,principal 
fecretaries of flate. He alfo received the honour of 
knighthood,, was fworn of rhe privy-councilj and made 
chancellor of the gaiter. 

e 6 . . . 
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But thofe honours did not flow upon him in an unin- 

terrupted ftream. Though his good fortune and good 
fenfe always extricated him from difficulties, he ex- 
perienced fome of thofe reverfes to which all public 
men are more or lefs obnoxi us. 

As his elevation was principally owing to his munifi- 
■cent patron, Somerfet, he was involved in his deftinies. 
He attended him in his expedition to Scotland ; and at 
the battle of Muflelburgh was only faved from inevitable 
■deftrucrion by the generous interpofition of a friend, 
who pulhed him out of the level of a cannon, and 
had his own arm fhattered by the ball, which muft other- 
wile have pafled .hhough Cecil’s body. 

When the protector was obliged to give way to the 
intrigues of a powerful party, Cecil was alfo committed 
to the Tower, where he remained three months; but 
Edward, who feems to have entertained a warm affection 
for him, foon obliterated this difgrace by new honours. 
The deftruction of his firft patron, however, appearing 
inevitable, and the duke of Northumberland rapidly cir- 
cumventing his'p^W£r and influence, he was thrown info 
the mott dirtreffing dilemma, how to avoid the ftorm, 
without incurring the deep difgrace of ingratitude. By 
fome, who are no friends to his memory, it is faid, that 
Cecil, with the warinefs of a politician, and the eafy 
teigiverfatioft of a courtier, ftrengthened his own in- 
terefl by cfpoufing the ftronger caufe : but this affeition 
fells on no fubllantral grounds. He was prudent and 
circumfpect, but nothing more. His anfwer to Somerfet, 
who was expreffing his apprehenfion of fome evil delign 
igamit him, is dignified in the extreme, though it may 
appear cool ta fuch a benefactor :—“ if you are not in 
fault,” f«id he, “you may trull to your innocence; if 
you are, I have nothing to fa/but to lament you.” 
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Having ftrenuoufly oppofed, at the council-board, 

the refolution for changing the fuccefiion of the crown 
in favour of lady Jane Grey, though as privy-councellor 
he witnefTed it, as the aft and deed of the king, Mary 
was fo much pleafed with his behaviour, that foon after 
her acceffion Ihe granted him a general pardon, and made 
him a tender of the office of fecretary and councellor, 
provided he would embrace the catholic faith. But 
Cecil, whofe attachment to the reformation was founded 
on principle, and who feems to have been fincerely re- 
ligious, after thanking her majefty, and profeffing his 
zeal for her fervice, as far as confcience would allow, re- 
quefted her indulgence to withdraw from the public 
councils, and to lead a life of privacy and content. 
Among other expreffions he made ufe of on this occa- 
fion, the following deferves to be remembered: “ that 
he was taught and bound to ferve God firft, and next, 
his fovereign; bur if her fervice fliould put him out of 
God’s fervice, he hoped her majefty would give him 
leave to chufe an everlafting, rather than a temporary, 
reward.” 

This freedom, from a man of fuch an eftablifhed cha- 
rafter for probity and wifdom, did not offend. The 
queen ftill treated fir William Cecil very gracioufly, and 
her minifters w'ere fometimes glad to avail themfelves of 
his political fagacity, by alking his advice. With all 
their bigotry, they were obliged to own, that good fenfe 
and talents are of no particular religion; and the heretic 
in faith was frequently made the oracle of their decifions. 
Yet Cecil prudently forebore to ftep forward, farther than 
he was abfolutely compelled. He was fathfied with at- 
tending his duty in parliament, as a reprefentative for the 
county of Lincoln, where he avowed his fentiments with 
manly freedom; and what Ihews his exalted reputation. 
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he was never-moldled, either for his religious or poli- 
tical opinions. Indeed we find he was highly refpe&ed 
by cardinal Pole ; to conduct whom to England from 
liruflels, he had been deputed in the commencement of 
Mary’s reign. 

The virtues and talents of Cecil hacf been matured, 
not blighted, in the ihade; and when Elizabeth mounted 
the throne, he was immediately called into adfion with 
happier omens, and appointed fecretary of hate. In this 
capacity, his tried prudence and addrefs were effendaily 
necefiary to heal the wgunds which the reformation had 
received, and to emancipate the nation, without fan- 
guinary meafures, from the chains of Rome. By Cecil’s 
advice, a conference was holden in Weftminfter church 
between the moft eminent divines of both perfuaiion^; 
and foon after, that form of worfhip was refolved upon, 
which has ever fince been the religious eftablifhment of 
the church of England. 

Having fettled eccleliahical affairs on a folid bafis, his 
next care was to compofe jarring interefts,and to ftrength- 
en native and external relations: but we muft leave 
hiftory to do full juftice to his various merits, and fatif- 
fy ourfelves with briefly narrating the prominent paf- 
fages of, his life. In 1560, he was made mafler of the 
wards, and the fame year was fent to negotiate a peace 
between England, Scotland, and France. After the bu? 
iinefs, however, had been brought to a fuccefsful termi- 
nation by the .plenipotentiaries, the French court refilled 
to ratify it ^ and the whole fell to the ground. 

Though in the full ppfleflion of his miflrefs’s confi- 
dence, .and univerfally refpefied as a man of fuperior 
political abilities, he had, as ufual, to contend with 
jealoufy and oppofition ; and the favourite and powerful 
Leicefter, in order to Grengthen his influence, putting 
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himfelf at the head of the popifh fa&ion, ftill rather 
deprefled than annihilated; Cecil, notwithftandingall his 
addrefs, muft inevitably have loft his ilation, and, as 
fotne pretend, his life, had he not been firmly fupported 
by Ruflel earl of Bedford, and fir Nicholas Bacon. This 
laft was a man of congenial mind and talents, and the 
affe&ion between him and the minifter feems to have 
been almoft fraternal. 

But, though the fecretary was thus rendered too power- 
ful for his public, he had almoft fallen a viftim to his 
private, enemies. The dark intrigues, that were formed 
againft him, are too numerous to recount, and too dif- 
graceful to be preferved. On one occafion, he efcaped 
aflalhnation by flipping down the back flairs, while a 
villain waited at the foot of the great flairs to difpatch 
him ; on another, the hired ruffian who was to murder 
him, after gaining admilfion to his chamber, and grafping 
the inftrument of death, in aft to ftrike, was flung with 
remorfe, and fltrunk from the perpetration of the deed. 

Elizabeth, though flte ftudied to balance the power 
and influence of her favourites and minifters, was not of 
a temper to be overawed by a faftion ; and, beholding 
the prevalence of Leicefter’s party with fome emotion, 
and their infidious arts againft Cecil, her moft fage and 
confidential advifer, gave him a fignal mark of her 
favour, becaufe rare in thofe days, in raifing him to the 
peerage, by the ftyle and title of lord Burleigh; and foot* 
after fhe appointed him lord high treafurer. 

The objeft of royal favour is fure, like a focus, to con- 
centrate the rays of public regard. The moft virulenpof 
Burleigh’s opponents were now anxious to obtain a claim 
to his friendftiip ; and they now courted the man with the 
humbleft afliduities whom they had plotted to aftaffinate 
before. Such is the aftion and re-aftion of politkal 
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manoeuvre; and fo little dependence is to be placed oo 
the fmiles or the frowns of a party ! 

The intereft pf Burleigh had now become too ftrong 
to be fliaken ; and to his honour be it recorded, he uni- 
formly exerted it for the fervice of his fovereign and the 
welfare of his country. 

When Mary, queen of Scots, became a prifoner by 
the cruel policy of her rival Elizabeth, Cecil advifed and 
pra&ifed lenient meafures, as beft adapted to the objeft 
in view ; but, w.hen he found this infatuated princefs 
engage in reiterated confpiracies, perhaps rather to re- 
gain her own independence than to overthrow the go- 
vernment of Elizabeth ; when he was fatisfied by long ex- 
perience that the popifli faftion, which regarded Mary 
as its head, would never ceafe to plot and to undermine 
till (he was removed from the (iage of life, he yielded to 
the prelTure of circumftances; and acted, or thought he 
afted, politically right, though, no doubt, morally wrong. 
In (hort, he felt it his duty to give his fanflion to her 
trial, condemnation, and execution ; but with a fenfe of 
honour which his miftrefs did not poflefs, he avowed the 
neceflity of the meafure, and did not meanly attempt to 
(belter himfelf behind a battery of hypocrify, which 
Elizabeth played off, only to render herfelf dill more 
criminal and contemptible. He remondrated with her 
againd the difgrace of Davidfon, who was the inno- 
cent agent of Mary’s execution; and throughout pre- 
fet ved that confidency of charafter which might have 
been expeded from his approved wifdom, and unvarying 
rectitude. 

For fome time, he frudrated all the attempts of Spain, 
whofe machinations againd England were judly fufpe<ded 
to have for their object the redoration of Mary to her 
kingdom, and the overthrow of the protedant religion; 
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and, when the decollation of that unhappy queen put an 
end to the former part of the defign, vengeance for her 
death ftimulated the court of Madrid to make more for- 
midable preparations than ever, while the thunder of the 
Vatican was fummoned to aid the arihs of infuriate bi* 
gotry. 

Lord Burleigh, how-ever, with that forefight for which 
he was remarkable, if he eould no longer prevent the 
ftorm from burfting, had, by the moll perfevering in- 
dufiry, provided againft its fatal effects. Availing him- 
felf of a ten-years’ peace, he had put the kingdom into 
fuch a pofture of defence, and had fo thoroughly fiftc«i 
the confpiracies of domeftic traitors, that no event could 
come unexpe&ed, or unprovided for. The naval force 
had been increafed to an extent hitherto unknown j men 
of tried courage and experience were promoted to the 
command; and the powers of heaven co-operating witfi 
the bravery of the Englifh, in defence of their religion, 
liberty, and homes, the redoubtable armada fo'on ceafed 
to be an objeft of terror, and viftory and independence 
triumphed oh its ruins. 

Happy'in the undiminifhed favour of his fovereign, 
happy in the fignal defeat of her enemies, and in the 
confidence of the nation, this period may be confidered 
as thd’moft glorious in the life of Burleigh ; but, as if to 
fltew that human felicity is neither permanent nor fecure, 
he foon after met with a fevere affliftiou in the lofs of 
his lady, with whom he had lived in the cloi'eft bands of 
affeftion for the long fpace of forty-tliree years; and 
whofe death cad a gloom over the remainder of his days. 1 Lady Burleigh was not only amiable in every domeftic 
relation, but in all refpe&s was an example and orna- 
ment to her fex. With learning and endowments 
almoft more than mafculine, fhe cultivated every femi* 
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pine art that could improve youthful love into the moft' 
prdent and unalterable efteem. Her hulband himfelf, 
verging into the vale of years, felt all the poignancy of 
lacerated affeftion ; his conftitution gave way to the 
fhock, and public bufinefs became almoft infupportable. 

Eihaufted with inceifant application, and no longer 
(Cheered with domeftic regard, he earneftly folicited per. 
million to reiign all his employments; but the queen* 
fully fenfible of the value of his ferviees, encouraged 
him, by the moft confoling attentions, to continue the 
principal manager of her affairs. She frequently vifited 
^itn, and omitted no opportunity of foothing the languor 
of declining age, and of flattering it by every demonftra- 
tion of regard. Her pains were abundantly rewarded. 
The hoary ftatefman was roufed to exert his accumulated 
wifdom for the public weal; and, accordingly, during 
the laft ten years of his life, we find him difplaying, oa 
various important occafions, all the zeal.and vigpur of 
unbroken youth. By his advice, the univerfity of Dub- 
lin was founded; and no meafure was concerted through- 
out the various departments of government, without the 
advice and approbation of Burleigh. He was premier 
in the moft extenfive fenfe of the word; and the ability, 
accuracy, and difpatch, which he evinced only a fliort 
time before his death, could fcarcely be exceeded at the 
ntoft aftive period of his life. 

“ To him,” fays one of his biographers, ” all ranks 
addrdFed themfelves, to the very laft. The bifliops and 
clergy for preferment; the puritans for favourable treat- 
ment, and relief from ecclefiaftical oppreflion ; fugitives 
in foreign countries for pardon, which he granted in 
confideration of their ufeful intelligence, refpefting the 
defigns of the nations among whom they fojourned; 
the lieutenants of counties for inftruftions and advice ; the 
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admirals for fleets and fupplies; in a word, the interefts 

• of the ftate abroad, and its domeftic tranquillity at home, 
were provided for, and preferved, by this aecomplilhed 
ftatefmau, to his finr.l hour.” 

But no honours or diftin&ions can ward off the ftroke 
of fate. Age advanced, with all its train of ills; and, 

-though his dillblution was flow, and the gradations eafy, 
.after languiftiing two or three months, he paid the debt 
of nature, on the 4th of Auguft, i-^qS. 

“ Now,” to ufe the quaint, but energetic,. words of 
the fame writer from whom we have made the previous 
extra#, “might one .fee the whole world mourning; 
the queen for an old and true fervant; the council for a 
wife and grave councellor ; the court for their honour- 
able benefactor; his country and the commonwealth 
trembling, as it were at one blow to have their head 
•ftricken off"; the people, widows, and wards, lamenting to 
lofe their proteftor; Religion, her patron; Juftice, her 
true minifter; and Peace, her upholder ; his children 
bewailing the lofs of fuch a father ; his friends, of fuch a 
friend; and his fervants, of fuch a mafter : all men rather 
bewailing his lofs, than hoping ever to find fuch another. 
Yea, his very enemies did now forrow for his death, and 
with him alive again.” 

In perfon, Burleigh was rather well-proportioned than 
tall; he was very ere# till bent by the infirmities of age, 
and extremely a#ive and alert in all his motions. 

Viewed in every pcffible light, his charafter rifes on 
our efteem. To the pureft patriotifm he united fuch a 
capacity for bufinefs, as is feidom equalled. In his pri- 
vate affairs he was frugal, rather than avaricious ; and, 
though he left a good eflate, it was raifed by no mean- 
nefs. It defcended to his two fons, who were both 
ennobled, and whole pollerity ftill continue with an in- 
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creafe of honours. In public expenditure he was a 
rigid economift; and, when we compare him, in this re- 
fpeft, with the molt celebrated liatefmen of modern 
times, we (ball more plainly difcover his ineftimable 
worth. He never fuffered the wealth of the nation to 
be drained for finilter ends, or diverted to wrong pur- 
pofes. To uphold the honour and defence of the go- 
vernment, were the foie objefts which he propofed in 
railing fupplies ; and what was levied from the neceffities 
or the fuperabundance of the people, he took care to ap- 
ply for their honour and advantage. No paralite was 
gratified with a penfion; no venal fupporter of his 
power, with a job. It was a maxim with him, that when 
the treafury, like the fpleen, grew too great, the reft of 
the body languilhed and pined away ; he therefore wfifeiy 
confidered private opulence as the fureft wealth of the 
iftate ; and was wdht to declare, “ that nothing is for a 
prince’s profit, that it is not for his honour alfo.” 

His charafter, as drawn by Camden, who faw his 
meridian and his fetting hour, is worthy of a place here. 
“ Having lived long enough to nature,” fays that able 
hiftorian, “ and long enough to his owm glory, but not 
long enough to his country, he refigned his foul to God, 
with fo much peace and tranquillity, that the greateft 
enemy he had freely declared, he envied him nothing, 
but that his fun went down with fo much lullre. 

“ Certainly he was a moft excellent man ; for he was 
fo liberally furnifhed by nature, and fo polifhed and 
adorned w'ith learning and education, that every way 
for honefty, gravity, temperance, induftry, and juftice, 
he was a moft accomplilhed perfon. He had an eafy 
and flowing eloquence, which confifted not in a pomp 
and oftentation of wmrds, but in a mafculine plainnefs 
and fignificancy of fenfe. He was a mafter of prudence. 
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formed on experience, and regulated by temper and 
moderation. His loyalty was true, and would endure 
the touch, and was only exceeded by his piety, which, 
indeed, was eminently great. To fum up all, in a word, 
the queen was happy in fo great a councellor, and the 
ftate of England for ever indebted to him for his fage 
and prudent counfel. He was one who lived and died 
with equal glory ; and while others regard him with ad- 
miration, I am rather inclined to contemplate him with 
the facred applaufeof filent veneration.” 

XVI. WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE, 
THE PRINCE OF DRAMATIC POETS. 

Born 1564.—Died 1613. 
From 6tb Elizabeth to 10th James I. 

TP HOUGH the lives of poets in general are lefs in« 
Rrudlive than their writings, and the eccentricities of 
genius frequently furnilh as much to lament as to ad- 
mire, yet there feems to be no juft reafon why the 
higheft intelleftual endowments, and the warmeft poetic 
infpiration, fliould not be 1 coupled with judgment and 
with prudence ; and that the union fliould produce its 
natural fruits, honour, independence, and happinefs. 

An illuftripus proof of the moft glowing energies of 
mind, connetfled with a general, though not undeviating, 
obfervance of thofe prudential maxims by which the 
mafs of men direft their condmft, will be fupplied by , 
contemplating the life of Shakfpeare, the immortal poet 
of nature, the glory of his country and his age. 
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'Stratford-on-Avoi? had the felicity to produce'this pro- 

digy of dramatic genius; and, in confequence, wiil ever be 
hallowed as claffic ground. His father w'ais a con lid enable 
wool-fiapler, and it appears that his connexions, in gene- 
ral, ranked with the gentry of the place; but a large 
family of ten children, of whom our poet was the eldelf, 
proved an incumbrance that muft have been very fenfibly 
felt. In confequence, the education ofyqu.ng Shakfpeare, 
though by no means negleXed, was confined to what 
the grammar-fchool of his native town could fupplv. 
What progrefs he made there, what indications he gave 

. of his future celebrity, are wholly unknown; but as 
genius is bom with us, and cannot be acquired, it is pro- 
bable that he early “ warbled his wood notes wild,” though 
unnoticed by the dim eye, and unheard by the dull ear, 
of common men. The fancy of Shakfpeare was unquef- 
tionably pluming its infant wing, even amidft _rhe moft 
ordinary avocations, and his foul darting into diftant fcenes 

■of glory and of feme, though the path was yet untraced 
by which he reached them. 

After a few years’ attendance on fcholaftic infiruXion, 
in which it is evident that he acquired a complete acquaint- 
ance with the vernacular idiom, and was initiated at lead 
in the Roman tongue; the (lender finances of his father, 
and the want of alliftance at home, occafioned his early 
devotion to bufinefs. To aceomplilh him as a fcholar 
feems to have been no part of his father’s defign; and . 
it is now too late to difcover, whether the fon (hewed 
any particular predileXion to general fludy, oraverfion to 
mercantile engagements. 

Certain it is, that while he svas dill very young, he 
contraXed marriage with a lady of the name of Hathway, 
daughter of a fubdantial yeoman in the vicinity ; and be, 
came a parent when he was not yet out of his minority. 
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*Having taken upon him the charge of a family, before it 
could be expe&ed that his juvenile years could have 
taught him prudence, or given him any confiderable 
experience in life, his behaviour in this important rela- 
tion, it is probable, was not marked with the requifite 
econohiy or attention. That he purfued his father’s 
trade, as the means of a livelihood, feems to be pretty 
well ascertained,; but his fuccefs and reputation can 
only be judged from the incident which, however dif- 
graceful in itfelf, of neceflity gave a new dire&ion to his 
talents, and thus fortunately called forth that latent fpafk 
of genius, which might otherwife have been fmothered 
for ever. 

There is a tradition that Shakfpeare was of a very gay 
and convivial difpofition; and, if we reflect on the 
warmth of his imagination, fo confpicuous in his com- 
pofitions, we can have little reafon to doubt the truth of 
Fhis tradition. The fame impetuofity and energy of mind 
which have rendered him the delight and admiration of all 
pofterity, unqueftionably difplayed themfelves, before he 
had reached the maturity of redfon, in frolickfome exceffes 
of conduct, and unguarded fallies of wit. 

Without the fociety of one congenial foul who could 
cherifli his native genius, or draw forth his (hining qualities, 
is it to be wondered that he alfociated with the giddy and 
the thoughtlefs; and, in the hilarity of his 'companions, 
forgot their groflhefs or their depravity ? The fervid and 
afpiring mind can feldom repofe in harmlefs inactivity : 
if its powers be not directed by patronage or example to 
fome worthy objeCt, they will probably become con- 
fpicuous, only for the more flagrant dereliction of 
eftabliflied modes, and the greater ingenuity in vicious 
refinements. 

Shakfpeare’s alfociates were not only gay, but criminal. 
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Sir Thomas Lucy, of Chariecot, near Stratford, whofe 
defcendants ftill fupport an honourable rank in life, had a 
deer-park, which was frequently robbed by thefe unruly 

youths. In whatever defign our poet engaged, he was quali- 
fied to be a leader; and being deteited in the depredation 
of his gang, he was profecuted with fome feverity. In- 
ftead, however, of alking pardon for his offence, he height- 
ened it by a moft fatirical ballad, a ftanza of which is 
ftill preferved, though by no means a deferving place here; 
and fo provoked the knight, that he felt himfelf jufiified 
in giving a loofe to the vengeance of the law : and Shak- 
fpeare was in confequence obliged to relinquifh his bufi- 
nefs and his home, and to take fhelter in London. The 
fame Sir Thomas Lucy, the caufe of his original difgrace, 
yet the accidental maker of his future fortune, he after- 
wards immortalized, under the well known charafter of 
Juftice Shallow. 

Caft on the wide world, with only wit for his portion, 
it was natural for him to turn his thoughts towards the. 
ftage, and to court the fociety of the players. By a fatality, 
for which it is impoffible to account, the fame fortune, 
that feemed to have fhipwrecked all his hopes, carried 
him into a haven to refit, and then launched him on his 
proper element. But the fteps by which be mounted to 
his fphere were flow. In thofe days, gentlemen com- 
monly rode to the play; and it is faid that he was at 
firft glad to take care of their horfes, during the time of 
reprefentation; and that, even in this humble flation, he 
foon became eminent, and w»s enabled by the ihcreaffc 
of his bufinefs to engage a number ef boys, as his af- 
fiftants. By this means he picked up a little money; 
and, having gradually infinuated himfelf into tjie good 
graces of fome of the players, he was found to poffefs 
fuch an admirable fund of wit and humour, that they 
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l^adily clofoi with his overtures of making an attempt on 
the ftage. His celebrity, however, as an aftor feems 
never to have been great. As far as it can be traced by 
the diligence of his biographers, it appears that. he had 
only very fubordinate characters affigned him; and that 
the mod confiderable one he ever performed was the 
Ghoft, in his own play of Hamlet- 

Bur, though nature did not form him to fliine as a firft- 
rate aflor, it had moulded and endowed him for fome- 
thing far fuperior.' Being now acquainted with the 
mechanical economy of the theatre, he was animated 
with a defire of fignalizing himfclf as a writer; and that 
he did not midake his genius or his forte, the concurring 
teftimony of every judge, the plaudits, not onj^' of( his 
contemporaries, but the flill increafing adn/uation of 
mankind will, ujconteftibly evince. 

Though it is. impollib'e to trace with precifion the 
fir-ft eflay of this gigantic dramatift, it appears that the 
Midfummer's-night Dream was one of his earliefl un- 
doubted productions, and the Twelfth Night the lalt; the 
whole thirty-five plays which have been aim be,a to him, 
having made their appearance between the years i 589 and 
1614. The number of editions, which they have’lince 
tun through, and the pains which our ablefi,critics and 
commentators have taken to reflore thegenuine text, and 
to elucidate the mod trivial obfcurir'y of diCtion or of 
fentiment, prove bow highly Shaklpeai'e ranks as au 
Englifli claffic. Nor is his farpe, Indeed) confined to 
this ifland, or to thpfe who aTe acquainted vvjth pur 
language; almoft every na ion of Europe have'an op- 
portunity of reading him in tlieir native..tongue, and his 
lame as a poet reaches to the utmoft confines of tafie, 
civilization, and literature. 

But though the genius of our great dramatic writer 
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burft out into a flame at once, it acquired new accef- 
lions of purity and refplendency, by habits of compofi- 
tion, and a longer intercourfe with mankind. PolTeflfng 
an intuitive knowledge of the chara&ers of men; an 
imagination that ranged through all nature, felefting the 
fublime, the beautiful, and the agreeable; a judgment 
that inclined him to adopt plots which had already been 
found to pleafe ; an uncommon fluency and vigour of 
expreflion;—we cannot wonder if he gradually eclipfed 
all who had preceded him, and left his fuccetTors in 
defpair of ever t eaching his excellencies. 

Elizabeth, who had a real tafle for literature herfelf, 
had feveral of his plays' afted before her; and even firft 
fuggefted the idea of continuing the character of FalflafF, 
which had already been twice introduced, through an- 
other play, that he might reprefent him in love. This 
hint he adopted, and the Merry Wives of Windfor was 
the produce of his folicitude to gratify his fovereign. 

To wit, fancy, and genius unbounded, Shakfpeare 
united fweetnefs of difpofition, and amenity of manners. 
He was the agreeable companion, and the valuable 
friend; and his demeanour being improved by an ac- 
quaintance with the fineft models of his time, he was 
courted by the great, and honoured by the good. 

Befides the royal patronage, the earl of Southampton 
is known to have treated him with the moft flattering 
diftin&ion ; and from this Maecenas he received fome 
folid marks of favour, which give us a very high idea 
of the eftimation in which the poet was holden, and the 
munificence of his patron. A gift of one thoufand 
pounds, to enable him to complete a defirable purchafe, 
is a proof of liberality, to which few fimiiar inftancesare 
now exhibited by thofe who pretend to honour genius. 

But, after all, it is to that part of Shakfpeare’s charafter 
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in which his prudence and his love of independence is 
difplayed, that we wifli more particularly to call the at- 
tention of our young readers. Having, by his Writings 
his intereft in the theatre, and his own good conduft, 
acquired a decent competence, he had the good fenfe to 
determine to enjoy it; and, leaving at once the llage on 
which he had raifed his fortune, and the bufy flage of the 
world, he retired to his native Stratford, and lived in 
a handfome houfe which he had purchafed, called New 
Place; endeared to his intimate friends, and refpe&ed by 
the gentlemen in the environs. 

Whatever imprudencies might be charged on his juve* 
nile years, his mature and declining age atoned for them 
all. The commencement of his acquaintance with Ben 
Jonfon {hews his tafte and his candour in a high degree; 
and exemplifies, by a Angle trait, the prominent features 
of his heart. That learned and able dramatic writer had 
prefented a play to the managers, who were on the point 
of returning it with an unfavourable anfwejr, when 
Shakfpeare luckily cafting his eye upon it, had the pene- 
tration to difcover its merit; and was generous enough 
to introduce Jonfon and his writings to public notice and 
approbation. 

After he had fecluded himfelf from the bufy fcene, he 
wifely conformed to his fituation ; and, inftead of difguft- 
ing inferior minds by the claims of fuperiority, funk to 
the level of common men. Among his particular ac- 
quaintances was an old gentleman named Combe; ex- 
tremely opulent, avaricious, and ufurious. In a free 
converfation, he defired our poet to write his epitaph, 
that he might know what his pofthumous character would 
be. Shakfpeare drew a ludicrous but a fevere picture, 
Kn four lines, whofe poignancy was never forgiven; and 
indeed a man lefs acquainted with life, than he who had 
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traced all its mazes, might have known “ that 4tistl»e 
truth which gives offence^” 

. Find:ng his health cn the decline. Shakfpeare made 
Jits will in the beginning of 1616; and having provided 
for his family and left fnn e memorials of his regard to 
his former artociates of the Page, he departed this life in 
April of the fame year, and was interred on the north 
fide of the chancel in the church of StratfcK , where a 
mural monument., with his buff, was erefted to his me- 
mory ; on which tin following diftich is inferibed: 

Judicio Pyliiim, gen o Socratem, arte Maronem, Terra tegit, pepulns tr.ceret, Olympus babet. 
On the flab wl.i: h covers his remains are thefe lines, 
generally believed to be wiitten by hinyfelf: 

■Good friend, for fcfuS’ f.'ke forbear ‘ To dig the duft i net olid here. ■JJlefs’d be the rr.an that fpares ihcfe (iones; And curft be he that mores my bones ! 
A ftudious life feldom prefents many memorable inci- 

dents; and of the‘private habits of Shakfpeare in parti- 
cular, very little is handed down to poflerity. He met, 
indeed, with few viciflitudes : a fingle accident forced 
him to become the architeA of his own fortune; by gra- 
dual efforts he rofe to eminence of fame, and compe- 
tenev of fortune; and no fooner had he acquired thefe, 
than he wifely retired to -the -tranquil enjoyment of what 
his genius and his induftry had earned. Hence few oc- 
eurrences fwejl the annals of his peaceful days. 

Shakfpeare left two daughters; but his family became 
extindh in the’third generation. Some collaterals Hill, or 
did latch', remain at Stratford; and, as may be julily 
imagined, they are not a little proud of fuch an illuftrious 
kinfman. His mnlberry-tree and chair were long th«r 
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oTijefls of veneration, and vifittd l)y his admirers as tkfe 
moll precious relt&s; but even thefe have no\v difap- 
peared; and his tomb alone remains,-where devotees can 
pay the homage of their tear. 

As a dramatic writer, in which’point of view he con- 
centrates univerfal regard, his character has been often 
drawn ; but by none with fuch vigour and juflnefs of 
appreciation as by Dr. Johnfotv, whofe fentiments we 
adopt without limitation or rttferve. They bear the ftamp 
of truth, and carry convi&on to the heart.- “ Shakfpeare,'’ 
lays he, “ is above all writer, at lead above all modern 
writers, the poet of nature; the poet that holds up to h s 
readers a faithful mirror of manne.s and of life. His 
characters are not modified by the cuttoms of particular 
places, unpraftifed by the red of the world; by the 
peculiarities of dudies or profe'lions, which can operate 
but upon fmall numbers; or by the accident of traufient 
fsthions, or temporary opinions;—they are the genuine 
progeny of common humanity, fuch as the world will al- 
ways fupply, and obfervation will always find. His 
perfons aft and fpeak by the influence of thofe general 
paffions and principles by which all minds are agitated, 
and the whole fydem of life is continued in motion. In 
the writings of other poets, a charafter is too often an 
individual; in thofe -of Shakfpeare, it is commonly 
k fpecies. 

*' It is from this wide extenfion of defign that fo much 
indruftion is derived. It is this which fills the plays of 
Shakfpeare with praftical axioms and domeftic wifdom. 
It was faid of Euripides, that every verfe was a precept; 
and it may be faid of Shakfpeare, that from his works may 
be collefted a fyllern of civil and economical prudence. 
Yet his real power is not fhown in the fplendour of parti- 
cular paflages, but by the progrefs of his fable, and the 
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tenor of his dialogue; and he that tries to recommend 
him by fe'left quotations, will fucced like the pedant ia 
Hierocles, who, when he offered his heufe to fale, car- 
ried a brick in his pocket as a fpecimen. Upon every 
other ftage the univerfal agent is love, by whofe power 
all good and evil is diftributed, and every aftion quicken- 
ed or retarded. But love is only one of many paffions; 
and as it has no great influence upon the fum of life, it 
has little operation in the dramas of a poet who caught 
his ideas from the living world, and exhibited only what 
he faw before him. He knew that any other paflion, as 
it was regular or exorbitant, was a caufe of happinefs or 
calamity. 

“ Chara&ers thus ample and general were not eafily 
diferiminated and preferved; yet, perhaps, no poet ever 
kept his perfonages more diftinft from each other. 

“ Other dramatics can only gain attention by hyper- 
bolical or aggravated chara&crs, by fabulous and unex- 
ampled excellence or depravity j as the writers of bar. 
barons romance invigorated the reader by a giant and 
a dwarf; and he that fliould form his expeftations of 
human affairs from the play, or from the tales, would be 
equally deceived. Shakfpeare has no heroes, his feenes 
are occupied only by men, who a£t and fpeak as the 
reader thinks that he fliould himfelf have fpoken or a&ed 
on the fame occafion: even where the agency is fuper- 
natural, the dialogue is level with life. Other writers 
difguife the moft natural paflions, and moft frequent 
incidents; fo that he who contemplates them in the 
book, will not know them in the world: Sh.kfpeare 
approximates the remote, and familiarizes the wonderful; 
the event which he reprefents will not happen, but if it 
were poffible, its effedts w-ould probably be fuch as he 
has affigned ; and it may be faid, that he has not only 
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fliown human nature as it ails in real exigencies, but as 
it would be found in trials to which it cannot be expofed. 

“ This, therefore, is the praife of Shakfpeare, that his 
drama is the mirror of life ; that he who has mazed his 
imagination, in following the phantoms which other 
writers raife up before him, may here be cured of his 
delirious eftanes, by reading human fentiments in human 
language; by fcenes from which a hermit may eftimate 
the tranfaftions of the world, and a confeflbr prediifl the 
prdgrefs of the pallions.” 

XVII. SIR WALTER RALEIGH. 
Born 155a,—Beheaded 161%. 

From $tb Edward VI. to 1 yh James I, 
  Who can fpeak 

The numerous worthies of the maiden-reign ? 
In Raleigh mark their every glory mix’d j 
Raleigh 1 the fcourge of Spain ! whofe bread with all 
The fage, the patriot, and the hero, burn’d ; 
Nor funk his vigour when a coward-reign 
The warrior fetter’d, and at lift refign’d, 
To glut the vengeance of a vanquilh’d foe. 
Thenadtive fttli, and unreftrain’d his mind. 
Explor’d the yaft extent of ages pad, 
And with his prifon hours enrich’d the world ; 
Yet found no times, in all the long refearch. 
So gloriausorfobafe as thofe he prov’d, 
In which he conquer’d, and in which he bled. 

Thompson. 
This immortal ornament of hi* country, whofe brief 
charafteris fo well delineated by the poet, was defcended 
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from an ancient and refpeftable family in Devon, an«S 
born at Budley in the fame county. Though he occu- 
pies fuch an ample and honourable fpace in the annals 
of this nation, yet no incidents of his early days have 
been tranfmitted to an admiring pofterity. It may, how- 
ever, evince to us the maturity of his parts, that he 
had acquired a fufficient flock of grammatical learning, by 
the time of completing his fourteenth year, for he was 
removed to the univerfity of Oxford, and entered a gen- 
tleman-commoner of Oriel-college. In this fituation it 
was not long before he diflinguifhed himfelf by the 
lirength and vivacity of his genius, and his uncommon 
progrefs in academical learning. But, though qualified 
to thine in the fchools, the bent of his difpotition kd 
Ihm to more a£live purfuits; and, when he was no more 
than feVenteen years old, be enlilled in a corps of gentle- 
men volunteers, deftined to recruit the Huguonot army 
in France, and commanded by the gallant Coligny.— 
Here he not only initiated himfelf in the art of war, but 
acquired a knowledge of the fafhionable modern lan- 
guages; and, after fix years fpent on the continent, re- 
turned to London, with every accomplifliment that 
adorns the gentleman. 

He now took up his refidence in the Middle Temple, 
but the Mufes here engrofled all his attention. Siill, 
however, intent on military glory, he embraced the firft 
opportunity which prefented itfelf of refuming the pro- 
feffion of arms; and, after the lapfe of thiee years, joined 
the prince of Orange, then warring agaioft the Spaniards. 

'The following year, he attended his half-brother, fir 
Humphry Gilbett, on an unfuccefsful expedition to the 
northern parts of Ameiica; and in 1580 we find him 
ferving as a captain againfl the tebellious Irifl), where he 
quickly made himfelf coiifpicuous by his intrepid fpiut^ 
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his generous humanity, and prefence of mind in the 
greateit dangers. In a word;-Id e.ninciiL were his abi- 
lities and fervices, that he received a grant from the 
crown of a large ellate in that kingdom : but he was pre- 
vented from rifing in his profellion by an unhappy mif- 
underftanding between him and the lord deputy, which 
was at laft heard and adjuiled before the privy council. 
On this occafion, Raleigh defended his catife with futh 
eloquence and addrefs, that what was likely to ruin his 
intereft proved the very means of recommending him to 
the notice of the court. A conteft with a fuperiwr, how- 
ever juftrfeldom fails to bring , obloquy, anti difgrace; 
but fortune, In the cafe of Raleigh, determined other- 
wife. He only wanted a proper theatie on- which to' 
difplay his abilities : he gained that of a court, and fuc- 
ceeded. 

But the fmiles of mi aiders-were not futficient to fatisfy 
his foaring ambition. He afpired to the favour of his 
fovereign ; and it was not long before fortune once more 
elfentially befriended him in this refpeiff. The queen, 
taking the air, happened to come to a miry place, and 
was hefitating whether Hie fliould proceed or no; when 
Raleigh, who, it is probable, was on the watch to win 
a fmile of royal regard, immediately diverted himfelf of 
a iundfo me plulh cloak, and fpread it on the ground.—• - 
The queen, gently treading on it, was conduced over' 
fafe and clean. Sj much gail.mtry from a man whofe 
addrefs, perfon, and wit, were alike calculated to ftrike, 
couldfcarcely fail to«ni.ke-an imprertion on Elizabeth. 
With a vanity natural so women, the-cpnftrued every 
compliment into a proof of partial affection and, by 
converting her courtiers into lovers, fire was ferved with 
a zeal and fidelity which neither rank, ntr-j ower, nor 
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munificence, could fingly, or even colleftively, have 
otherwife won. 

Soon after this adventure, Raleigh appeared at court; 
and meeling.with a reception which feemed to flatter his 
hopes, as a farther expolition ©f his mind, he wrote with 
a diamond, on a pane of glals, the following line: 

“ Fain would I climb, yet fear 1 to fall; 
which Elizabeth elegantly converted into a couplet, by 
adding, 

“ If thy heart fail thee, climb not at all.” 
Raleigh was too quick of apprehenfion not to inter- 

pret this poetic challenge. He faw it was his own fault 
if he did not rife ; and after obtaining a proper introduc- 
tion, his own merit was fufficient to accomplilh the reft. 

But no court favour, no employment where he could 
have rivals in his fame, was adapted to the afpiring 
genius of Raleigh. Even the bounds of Europe were too 
limited for his capacious mind. He longed to fignalize 
himfelf by difcoveries in the new world, the common 
field where daring fpirits, at that time, difplayed their 
talents, or fought their fortune. Accordingly he made 
feveral voyages to the continent of America, where he 
fettle*! a colony named Virginia, in honour of his virgin 
miftrefs. The chief produce of this province being 
tobacco, Raleigh was ftudious to introduce it as a luxury, 
while Elizabeth patronized its ufe as an article of com- 
merce. To him too we are indebted for the moft valu- 
able root which Providence, in its bounty, has beftowed 
on man : the potatoe was one fruit of his difcaveries in 
this track, though it does not appear that he was at firft 
acquainted with its real value. It is generally believed. 
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that being obliged to touch on the coaft of Ireland, in 
one of his homeward bound voyages, he left fome of the 
roots there; which being cultivated with fuccefs, by 
degrees fpread over the three kingdoms, and now confti- 
tute a principal relief to the poor, and a moft agreeable 
luxury to the rich. 

But, though Raleigh was at great pains to colonize 
Virginia, the fe.tlement was afterwards abandoned ; and 
the fagacity of Raleigh difcovered the caufe. Virginia 
afforded no means of immediate profit or emolument to 
government, and therefore was finally negle&ed. This 
fet him on a fcheme of fettling a new colony in another 
part of America, which might at once be produftive of 
advantage, and enable his countrymen to transfer the 
richeft products of America to England, if they poflelfed 
fufficient courage to embark in the defign. 

To accomplilh this magnificent purpofe, he made the 
moft minute inquiries into the ftate of Guiana. From 
books and papers he drew all the affiftance that could 
pofiibly be procured of this nature ; and from perfonal 
information he derived much more. But for the know 
ledge that he acquired, he was ftill more indebted to the 
vaft ftores of his own mind, to.a profound judgment and 
a penetrating obfervation. 

Raleigh, however, was not one of thofe fuperficial 
adventurers who ftrike out a plan with crude and eager 
zeal, and then immediately purfue it with blind impe- 
tuolity. He knew the neceflky of caution in an affair 
of fuch importance, and therefore difpatched an officer of 
approved fkill and fidelity, to reconnoitre the coaft; that, 
after his information was as complete as the nature of 
things would allow, he might, on this folid bafis, ereil 
the fuperftru&ure of his defign. 

G 6 
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But, though Raleigh feemed rnofl in his e'emfnt when 

n the prhfecmion of fonrie diftant objedf, he was nbt an 
inattentive obferver of domeftic concerns; and a man of 
ids talents could not be ufeleft, or unbttiployed> oii/any 
ftage. 

He exerted himfelf in Parliament, as knight of the 
fibre for his native county ; he had a diftinguiflied (hare 
in almoft every expedition or feat of arms, during the 
greateft part of the reign of Elizabeth ; and, while the 

.colonization of Virginia was the principal objebf of his 
attention, he received the honour of knignthood from 
his wife and politic mifirefs, who was as frugal of the 
honours which file beftowed, as careful of her treafury. 

His influence with the queen at laft rofe to fuch a 
pitch, as fo excite the jealoufy of lefs favoured courtiers ; 
and his enemies employed every artifice to undermine 
him. To the clergy he had given offence by feme free 
notions in religion ; yet, if we may judge from his works, 
no man had jufter ideas, and a more awful feitfe, of the 
divine nature and perfeftions, or a firmer belief in reve- 
lation. So dangerous is it, however, to oppofe popular 
prejudices, that, while he ftrove to exalt religion by at- 
tacking the old fchool of divinity, he was accufed of in- 
fidelity itfelf. 

The queen difregarded the petty malice of Raleigh’s 
adverfaries, and faw through their infidious defign to 
leflen him in her efteem: but, what his mod bitter ene- 
mies could not effeft, his own imprudence had well 
nigh accompliflied. 

Among the maids of honour to the queen, was a 
daughter of fir Nicholas Throgmorton. With this lady 
fir Walter Raleigh carried on an intrigue; which being 
difeovered by its natural confequences, (lie was difmiffed 
from her attendance at court, and he was put under ccn. 
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finement for feveral months. In the eyes of Elizabeth, a 
fecret amour, particularly with a lady of the court, was 
confidered as highly criminal; but Raleigh made the 
moll honou able reparation by maniage, and they long 
lived patterns of conjugal fidelity and affection. 

Under this temporary alienation of the queen’s regard, 
our intrepid adventurer was rendered niore deftrous of 
carrying his long-meditated expedition to Guiana -into 
effeft; in hopes that his fuccefs might reinftate him in 
the favour of his fovereign. Accordingly he fet fail from 
Plymouth, with a fmall fquadron, on the 6th of Fe- 
bruary, 159$, and after a propitious voyage arrived at the 
ifle of Trinidad, where he took the city of St. Jofeph, to- 
gether with the Spanifli governor. He then failed four 
hundred miles up the Oroonoko in little barks; opened a 
friendly intercourfe with the natives ; and obtained certain 
indications of gold-mines; but was not furniftied with in- 
flruments for working them. 

Having extenfively furveyed the banks of this beauti- 
ful river, he at laft came to catara&s which impeded his 
further progrefs ; and, the rains falling in fuch torrents, 
that they frequently penetrated ten times a day to the 
fkin, it was judged expedient to make for the fhips; 
which was effefled with the mod perfevering labour, in 
fpite of multiplied difficulties. 

The ore, the fulfils, and the plates of gold which fir 
Walter Raleigh brought to England, confiderably roufed' 
the attention of the nation, and the general voice would 
have favoured a profecution of his difcoveries; but his 
enemies, flung with jealoufy at what he had achieved, 
threw out the moft invidious infinuations againft his pa- 
triotifm and veracity ; and faciificed the honour and the 
intereft of the country to their own private animolity 
and revenge. 
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The queen too, harafled by the confpiracy, or rather 

frenzy, of Eflex, had little leifure and lefs inclination to 
engage in diftant fchemes of glcry : but fhe became per- 
feflly reconciled to fir Walter; and during the remainder 
of her reign, he balked in the funlhine of deferved 
favour: but all his profpe£b were eclipfed by her death. 

Oa the acceflion of James I. he experienced indeed a 
fhort gleam of royal favour; but the charafters of the 
prince and the fubjeft were fo oppofite, that it was im- 
poffible for their good underftanding to be permanent.— 
Swayed by maxims of honour, Raleigh fubmitted not 
without declared averfion to the afcendency which 
ftrangers acquired, in prejudice to his native country; 
animated with the love of military glorynhe could not 
help defpifing the pufillanimous conduft of James. He 
was likewife imprudently drawn in to join a finking party, 
which his good fenfe might have told him could only 
operate his own ruin, without any probable advantage to 
his country ; and, in confequence, he was ftripped of all 
the offices which he lo honourably held under Elizabeth; 
and was foon after committed to the Tower, on an 
alleged charge of treafon, in plotting again ft the king, 
and carrying on a feeret correfpondence with Spain ; to 
which nation he had in faft ever ffiewn the moft invete- 
rate hoftility. 

The crown-lawyers, to whom his inflexible integrity 
made him obnoxious, carried on the profecution with the 
moft rancorous virulence. The great Sir Edward Coke 
forgot the dignity of a judge in his inve&ives againft him ; 
and “ traitor, monfter, viper, and fpider of hellv” were 
feme of the opprobrious titles which this rude calum- 
niator bellowed on Raleigh. In a word, the court was 
determined to convift him, not only without evidence, 
but againft it; and, though it feemed to hefitate at lega- 



StR WALTER RALEIGff. I4J 
lizcd murder, it kept him a ciofe prifoner for the long 
period of twelve years. 

Such ill-requited fervices, and fuch feverity, would 
have broken the mind of any other perfon fave Raleigh; 
but he, fuperior to the malice of his foes, and pant- 
ing with a generous ardour for immorral fame, employed 
his pen to illuminate a thanklefs age; and, among other 
works, produced in the Tower his well known and much 
admired Bu'tory of tne World. 

What means he took to mitigate the prejudices of 
James cannot now be afcertained with precifion. It is 
very probable that the application of a bribe to fome of 
the needy courtiers had confiderable influence upon 
them; and the fovereign htmfelf, by his criminal pro- 
fufion, being in want of frefli fu; plies, no doubt liftened 
with avidity to a man who fancied that gold mines were 
within his reach, whenever he was permitted to pro- 
ceed in queft of them. 

In 1616 he procured his liberation, and foon after re- 
ceived a royal commiflion to go and explore the mines 
of Guiana. It was not, however, till July next year that 
he was ready to fail; in confequence of which delay his 
defigns were betrayed to the Spaniards, and all his plans 
rendered abortive. 

In his courfe he touched at the Canaries, with an in- 
tention of landing; but the Spaniards being prepared, 
oppofed him with fuch vigour, that he was glad to 
ftipulate for neceflary fupplies on the beft terms by which 
they could be procured. 

He now proceeded to his ueftination ; and, reaching 
Guiana, was received by the Indians with the moft flat- 
tering homage and attention. So prepofleffing were his 
manners, that wherever he went his favourable reception 
was infured; and, wherever he had once vilited, he was 



SIR WALTER RALEIGH* I44. 
fure to be welcomed again* The kindnefs and refpeft 
which he experienced from thefe friendly peoj'le, he very 
modeftly mentioned in his difpatches fent home ; for in 
Sir Walter Raleigh modefty was blended with the 
clipiceft gifts of nature, with fuperior capacity, heroic 
refolution, and genuine magnanimity. 

Falling into an indifpolition, he was obliged to intruft 
the command of an expedition up the Oroonoko in queft 
of a gold mine, of which he had recived notice in his 
former voyage, to Kemys, one of his captains, and to 
his eldeft fon, Captain Walter Raleigh Deviating from 
the prudent inftnnftions which had been given them, 
they fell into an ambufcade ; and after doing conliderable 
damage to the Spaniards at St. Thome, they were obliged 
to retire, without reaching the mine which had been the 
grand objeft of their enterprize. 

Young Raleigh fell in this affair, while he was per- 
forming prodigies of valour, and proving himfelf the 
legitimate fon of fuch aifather. On receiving the me- 
lancholy news of his beloved fon, fir Walter felt all the 
bitternefs of grief. The moft tender fetifibility is not 
incompatible with the higheft degrees of courage. But 
fir Walter had not only a domeftic and irretrievable 
calamity to lament: he wasfruftrated in all his hopes 
from this expedition ; and he reproached Kemys in the 
anguifh of his heart, for negle&ing his inftruftions to 
procure feme of the g;old-ore; w hich would have pic- 
ferved his charatfer, and allayed popular difeentent.— 
Kemys, unable to brook difappoir.tment and blame, £1- 
crificed himfelf, as an expiation for his mifeenduft. He 
wanted true magnanimity : for to part with life ralhly is 
real cowardice ; but to bear its accumulated ills with- 
out defpondency, is an effeft of the me ft exalted 
courage. 
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A council of officers being fummoned, the prevailing 

with was an inftant return to England. Raleigh found it 
in vain to oppofe the general fentinient; and, indeed, the 
Spaniards feemed to be now fo well on their guard, that 
fuccefs in the attempt was more than problematical. 
He therefore yiel led to the current of opinion, and 
about the end of July, 1C1S, landed at Plymouth, worn 
out with illnefs and chagrin. 

To give the laft touch to his calamities, he was informed 
here that the king had publiflted a proclamation requir- 
ing him and his officers to appear before the privy 
council, to anfwer for their conduvd at St. Thome. 
This was done at the infligation of Gondamar, the Spa- 
nifh ambaflador, who thirfted for the blood of Raleigh, 
in revenge for the long feries of injuries which he had 
done the Spanifli nation; and James had neither the 
honour nor the courage to protect a man who was-one of 
the mofl diftinguiffied ornaments of his age, and will 
be the admiration of all pofterity. He was fpeedilv ar- 
retted, and committed prifoner to his own houfe in 
London; bur, forefeeing the event, he endeavoured to 
efcape. He had only reached Greenwich, however, be- 
fore he was feized, and being committed to the Tower, 
in mockery of all juftice, and to the eternal infamy of 
this reign, on the 28th of October following, was 
brought into the Court of King’s Bench; when the re- 
cord of his former fentence being read, after the lapfe of 
fo many years, he wa^ fentenced on that to die; and the 
very next morning futfered decollation, in Old Palace- 
yard, in the (ixty-ninth year of his age. 

On the fcaffold he behaved like a hero and a chrif ■ 
tian. He vindicated his conduct in a molt pathetic and 
eloquent fpeech ; and then, feeling the edge ef the fatal in. 
ftrument of death, obferved with a fmile, “ It is a fliai'- 
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medicine, but a fure remedy for all woes.” Being aflrtd 
which way he would layhimfelfon the block, he .‘e- 
piied, “ So the heart be right, it is no matter which way 
the head lies.” After this, compofmg himfelf as if he had 
been going to reft, his head was fevered from his body at 
two blows. The former was long preferved by his 
widow as a precious relic of affe&ion j the latter was 
interreef in the chancel of St. Margaret's church, 
Weftminfter. 

The cruelty and flagrant injuftice of this, execution 
aftoniflied all Europe, and its hiftory is full read with 
execration by Engliftimen. 

In perfon Sir Walter Raleigh was tall, well fhaped, 
and proportionably ftrong. • His hair was of a dark co- 
lour and full; and his features and the contour of his 
face fuch as were formed to infpire refpedh He was 
magnificent in his drefs; but an attention to drefs was the 
leaft part of his ambition. In his character, he united 
almoft every great quality that can deferve the venera- 
tion of mankind. As a fotdier, a ftatefman, and a fcholar, 
he might have rivalled the moft eminent perfonages of 
ancient or modern times. He was not only learned him- 
feif, but the patron of learning. To him we are indebt- 
ed for Spencer, the poet of fancy; whom he introduced 
from Ireland, and whofe fame will be co-eternal with his 
own. In fliort, in whatever fituation Raleigh appeared, 
his charafter was luminous and great; and he feemed to 
live for his country rather than himfelf. 

His widow and children met with the bafeft ingrati- 
tude and ill ufage from the fame pufillanimous court 
which had taken off the hulband and the father; and thus 
aggravated and perpetuated that infamy, which time might 
have foftened, or its compundUon have effaced. 
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Who can read the life of Sir Walter Raleigh without 

being imprelled with the truth of this maxim; “ that am- 
bition, however honourably difplayed, Is feldom the path 
that conduits to private felicity.” 

XVIII. FRANCIS BACON, 
Viscount sr. albans, baron ok verujlam, aw» 

LORD HIGH CHANCEX.I.OR OF ENGLAND. 
Born 1561.—Died 1626. 

From id Elizabeth to 2.1 Charles /, 
Of this immmortal honour to literature and his court- 
try, it is impoffible to fpeak without enthufiafm, when 
we contemplate his genius; or without pity, when 
we view hi: weaknefles. Pope charafterifes him in one 
line, as 

The wife ft, brighteft, meaneft of mankind : 
and the late Horace Walpole, with as much elegance as 
propriety, calls him the “ Piophet of thofe arts,” which 
Newton was afterwards to reveal. 

Francis Bacon was the fon of fir Nicholas Bacon, 
lord-keeper in the reign of Elizabeth, and was born at 
York-houfe, in the Strand, January 22, 1561. His mo- 
ther was Anne, daughter of fir Anthony Cooke ; a lady 
as illuftrious for her claffical attainments, as for her do- 
meftic virtues. 

So extraordinary were the prefagesof his future genius 
at a very early age, that queen Elizabeth diftinguifhed 
him while (till a child, and with peculiar pleafure heard, 
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h!s flirewd remarks, and drew out his pertinent replies-. 

' Such was the ftrength of his intellect,- and the prematurity 
of his under (lauding, ti.at file ufed to call him in plea- 
fantiy “ her young lord-keeper.’’ It is recorded of him 
when a boy, that Elizabeth having one day afked his 
age, he inllantiy and handfome!y\ replied, “ that he 
was juft two years younger than her majefiy’s haj py' 
reign.” 

So rapid were h's attainments in claftjtal learning, 
that he was judged qualified for removal to the univerfity 
in the twelfth \ear of his age; and accordingly he was 
entered of Trinity college,- Cambridge; where he made 
fuch incredible progtefs in his ftudres, tbat before the 
age of fixteen he had run through the* whole circle of the 
liberal arts as then taught; and-even at this early period 
he began to perceive thofe futilities and imperfections in 
the reigning phiiofophy, which, for the. ferviee of learn- 
ing and of mankind, he afterwards fo efferftuall) c.xpcfed 
and exploded- 

Leaving the univerfity with the higheft reputation, he 
was fent on his travels, and warmly recommended to the 
Englifh ambaihador in France; whofe efteem and con- 

. ftdence he fo entirely gained, that he was entrufted with 
a fee ret commifiion to her Majefty ;■ which having dif- 
charged with prudence and difpatch,. he refumed his ob- 
fervations on the continent. 

While engaged in every liberal purfuit, and combin- 
ing a knowledge of the world with a knowledge cf-books 
and languages, his father was fuddenly called from the 
mortal ftage, without being able to make that provifion 
for his fo;i, which he wifhed and intended. In confe- 
quence, the young philofopher was obliged to difeominue 
his travels, but not before he had acquired a de.p and 
almoft intuitive infight into the manners and cuftoms of 
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©tlicr countries, and the charafters and views of their 
princes and minifters; w-hich he exemplified in a paper 
on the general ftate of Europe, pnblilhed before he had 
attained his nineteenth year. 

Without a patrimony on which to depend, in order to 
procure a genteel fubfiftence he entered himfelfof Gray V 
inn. The whale arcana of jurifprudence were fpeedily 
defcried by this penetra ing genius; and, after receiving 
fome honourable teftimonies of approbation from the 
fociety, to which he belonged, in being appointed their 
reader,' at the age of twenty-eight he was nominated 
counfel-exrraordinary to the queen. 

Robert, earl of Ed'ex, a man who loved and was capa- 
ble of appreciating merit, had formed a dole intimacy with 
Bacon, foon after his reurn from his travels; and made 
ufe of all his influence, without effeft, to obtain for him 
fome profelfional appointment which would let him above 
dependence. To confole his friend under his difappoint- 
ment, which was probably owing to his avowed patronage, 
as it rendered Bacon an objeft of fufpicion to the other 
courtiers, he geneio.ifly prefented him with Twickenham 
park and gardens; whither he frequently retired to in- 
dulge in learned eafe, and in fome of the moft fublime 
fpeculations that-could engage the mind of man. 

Our early connexions frequently influence our lateft 
hour; and the utmoft caution fliould be ufed in forming 
them. If the patron to whom we attach ourfelves poflefs 
not the power, or want the inclination, to pufli our in- 
tereft, what can be expeXed but indifference about our 
fortune from others? It is well if it be no worfe; for 
frequently one faXion tries to deprefs the humbled ad- 
herent of another. Can we otherwife account for the 
little preferment which a man of Bacon’s acknowledged 
abilities received, during the whole reign of Elizabeth, 



FRANCIS- BACTftN. r5° 
notwithftandi:'" his near relationftvp to Burleigh, and ll-is 
early prepofieflion of hermajeily in his favour ? Whenever 
friendfliip fohcited a place for hirr, enmity or oppofition 
interpofed ; and while they confefled his abftraft abilities, 
they reprefentcd him as a fpeculative man, who was more 
likely to perplex than to forward public bufinefs. Even 
Burleigh with great difficulty procured for him in rever- 
fion the office of regifter to the ftar chamber, reckoned 
worth 1000I. per annum ; but this did not lapfe till near 
twenty years aftertvards. 

Depreded by his narrow circum(dances, enfeebled by 
toofedulous application to ftudy, confciousof merit which 
he found ineffeftual to his elevation, both his health and 
his fpirits forfook him 5 and at one time he feems to have 
formed the refolution of bidding adieu to his country for 
ever. His friends, however, diverted him from this pur- 
pofe ; and, for a while ceafing to feel the throb of am* 
bition, he wrapped himfelf up in philofophical apathy, 
and planned thofe various works which throw unfullied 
rays of glory round his head. 

But the ambition of (hining in public life, though dor- 
mant, was not extindl; and it gives us pain to delineate 
its renewed emotions. Gratitude to a benefa&or, though 
unfortunate, is a quality that reflefts the higheft honour 
on human nature. Bacon, though pure and correft in 
his ftudy, feems to have entertained very lax principles 
of political attachment. When Eflex fell, rather than 
refigu the empty title of counfel-extraordinary to the 
queen, he officially appeared, and to plead againft him ; 
and, as if this was not enough to fliew his tergiverfation 
and ingratitude, he blackened the memory of his early 
patron by the moll illiberal and unjuft accufations. 
Such bafenefs we will not attempt to extenuate; and we 
are happy to record, as a warning to thofe who might be 
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tempted to copy To infamous a precedent, that it wholly 
failed of the effe& wh ch he intended. The queen (till 
retained too much affe&ion for Etfex to countenance his 
reviler and betrayer; and the people, too generous to 
fee a man who had once been their darling attacked when 
he was incapable of defending himfelf, particularly by a 
friend, were exafperated to madnefs againft Bacon, and 
even menaced his life. During the remainder of Eliza- 
beth’s reign, he was juftly treated with neg!e& by all 
parties; perhaps with filent contempt for hisproftituted 
fer vices. 

Another profpeft opened on the acceflion of James; 
and Bacon having had the addrefs to ingratiate himfelf 
with the new favourites, was foon diftinguifhed by his 
majefty, from whom he received the honour of knight- 
hood, as the firft pledge of royal regard. To be over- 
looked by Elizabeth was, in general, a fufficient recom- 
mendation to James. He retained, indeed, fome of her 
principal min fters, out of policy, or neceffity; but his 
favourities were all of his own making or finding. 

Sir Francis Bacon being now firmly, eftabliihed at 
court, had only to recover his popularity to accomplilh 
his adverfe merit. He whom a king diftinguifties, is 
fure to be honoured by one party at leaft. It had, for 
fome time, been a matter of complaint, that the royal 
purveyors opprefled the people; and in the firft feffion 
of parliament after James mounted the throne, a folemn 
reprefentation of this grievance was agreed on in the 
houfe of commons, and fir Francis Bacon was delegated 
to lay it before the king. His fuccefs in this miffion 
was fo great, that he recovered the entire good-will of 
the public, without leflening his intereft with the fove- 
reign. He was thanked by the houfe of commons; and 
the full tide of courtly favour and popular applaufe 
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feereetl now united in wafting him to the haven of his 
wiihes. 

He was fcon after appointed fphcitor-general, ^n of- 
fice which had long been the objeft of his ambition ; and 
from that period, becoming a, profefled courtier, he 
lirained every nerve, and debafed every faculty of his 
ejealted mind, in forwarding the favourite meafures of 
the weak and timid James. Among thefe, the union of 
the two kingdoms was one that lay nearelf his heart; but 
all the powers of argument, and all the eloquence of fir 
Francis Bacon, could not etfedluate this defign. 

"Thus checked in his political career, he applied him- 
felf with more afliduity to the bufinefs of his profeffiop ; 
and his reputation daily increafing, he foon monopolized 
the moft lucrative and impqrtant caufes.at the bar. It 
is remarked of Bacon, that when he had no immediate 
view of preferment at court, he was a faithful and an 
aifive patriot; and, having.on feveral occafions defended 
the liberties of the people with energy and effeff, his 
aberrations from this line of conduff were not too fie- 
verely marked. Such, indeed, were his tranfeendent 
abilities, that he was now emitted by. all parties, and 
love or fear kept them Heady in his favour. 

Being appointed attorney-general, he honourably ex- 
erted himfelf to fupprefs duelling, the frequency of 
which had become difgraceful both to religion and 
overnment. A charge which he delivered on an occa- 
cp of this kind-was fo much admired, that it was order- 

ed to be printed. 
The private /affairs of fir Francis Bacon being now in 

a mofi’ fionrifliing (late, and th'ofe courtiers who had fo' 
long oppofed his promotion being either dead olr re- 
moved, he faw the fun of Villiers, afterwards duke of 
Bucking! am, rifi ig towards the zenith of favour; he 
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bowed to its influence, and was taken into die intimate 
friendfliip of that minifler. Yet in this connexion he 
muft be acquitted of any finifter ends, incompatible 
with his duty. He gave the moll excellent advice to 
the new favourite for the regulation of his conduft; and 
amidft all his political vagaries, feems, when not fwayed 
by ambition or interefl, to have felt warmly for the good 
of his country, and to have devoted his bell talents to 
her fervice. 

Having previoufly been fworn of the privy council, 
on the relignation of lord chancellor Egerton, fir Francis 
Bacon, who had always an eye direfted to this high office, 
was promoted to the chair of equity, notwithftanding 
the powerful oppofuion of fir Edward Coke." But the 
latter was made of lefs flexible materials than Bacon, 
and confequently lefs qualified to pleafe an arbitrary 
prince. To the high dignity of chancellor was added a 
peerage, by the title of baron of Verulam; and three years 
after, the more honourable diftindlion of vifcount 
St. Albans. 

Soon after lord Vernlam had received the feals, the 
king fet out for Scotland j and being then, in virtue of 
his office, at the head of the council, he felt all the dif- 
ficulties of his fituation. The treaty of marriage between 
Charles prince of Wales and the Infanta of Spain being 
brought on the carpet, the chancellor, who faw the 
impolicy of this meafure, ftrongly remonftrated againft 
it both to the king and Buckingham, but he was over- 
ruled by obftinacy and folly; and at lafl the negocia- 
tion was broke off by the very means taken to effeft it. 

A matrimonial conneftisn between the daughter of 
fir Edward Coke and the brother of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham like wife gave him much folicitude, left he 
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Ihould be fupplanted by fuch an union of intereft againft 
him; and he oppofed this match with more perfe- 
verance than decency would allow; for which he incur* 
red the flight refentment of his mafter: but the florm 
foon blew over, and Verulam triumphed over'all com- 
petitors at court, at the fame time that he was the object 
of juft admiration, not only to his country but to Eu- 
rope, for his fuccefsful ftudies. Amidft all the variety 
and intricacy of his purfuits, as a lawyer and a ftatef- 
man, philofophical refearch was evidently his ruling paf- 
fion. “ Alas'!” exclaims Walpole, “ that he, who could 
command immortal fame, fliould have ftooped to the 
little ambition of power.” 

The inftability of human grandeur has been prover- 
bial ever fi nee men could refleft. Scarcely had Veru- 
lam mounted to the fummit of his wifhes, before he was 
hurled from his ftation with the lofs of his honour and 
the impeachment of his honefty. James, having ex- 
haufted his finances, was obliged to call a parliament; 
and, the nation being highly diflatisfied with the public 
conduit both of Buckingham and the chancellor, a ftriit 
ferutiny was inftituted againft them. The king would 
gladly have fereened them both, by a ftretch of his pre- 
rogative in diflblving the parliament; but he wasuftdiged 
to temporize till he had obtained fome fupplies from its 
bounty : and the chancellor, though certainly ihegreateft 
man, and the leaft offender, was made the fcape-goat fot 
the other. To divert the commons from the profecution 
of the favourite Buckingham, fome monopolies and ille- 
gal patents were cancelled and recalled by proclam'tion; 
while Verulam was impeached of bribery and corrup- 
tion, in quality of chief judge in equity; and, meanly 
compromifing his honour for a penfion and a promifed 
remiffion of the fine to be impofed, he complied with the 
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wifh of the court, in waving a right to fpeak in his own 
defence, and was condemned on a written confeffion. 
We blufti for a man who could be made fuch a dupe, 
and who could facrifice all that was eftimable in cha- 
racter, to the infidious blandilhments of a court. Buck- 
ingham efcaped by this artifice, though merely to make 
his cataftrophe more terrible; but Verulam was fen- 
tenced to pay a fine of 40,000!.; to be imprifoned in the 
Tower during the king’s pleafure; to be for ever inca- 
pable of any office, place, or emolument in the com- 
monwealth ; and never to fit again in parliament, or 
come within the verge of the court. 

It is but juftice, however, to thechara&er of this emi- 
nent man to obferve, that he fell the martyr rather to his 
want of prudence than his want of integrity. Notwith- 
flanding his extenfive practice at the bar, and the high 
office of (late which he had filled, his whole landed pro- 
perty did not exceed 600I. a year; and he was fo far from 
having amafled money, that he was deeply involved in 
debt. Owing to his philofophic indifference about wealth, 
his great indulgence to his fervants, and his total want of 
economy in the management of his domeftic affairs, he 
.had been cheated Tand defrauded without mercy. In 
fhort, that bribery and corruption for which he was con- 
demned, though he was extremely culpable in conniving ♦t it, tended only to the advantage of his retainers. The 
gifts were chiefly taken for interlocutory orders; and fo 
far was the chancellor from being influenced by them, 
that there was not a Angle inftance in which his dcci- 
/10ns were not guided by drift equity 5 for not one rever- 
fal of his decrees followed his difgrace. 

He feems himfelf to have been fo fenfible at lad of bis 
ill-judged lenity, that one day, during his trial, on his 
domeflics rifing to do him honour, as he paffed through 
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the apartment, he faid : u Sit down, my maflers ; your 
rf: has been my fall." He who is deftitute of prudence 
will foon be found, or fancied, deficient in every other 
virtue. Without economy there can be no independ- 
ence; and without independence, in vain fliall we look 
for thofe qualities that form the ground of honourable 
ch aradler. 

Conformably to ftipulation, lord Verulam’s confine- 
ment was but fliort; his fine was remitted; a penfion of 
i,8oo5. a year was fettled on him; and he was fummon- 
ed to the firtf parliament of Charles I. notwithftanding 
the tenor of his fentence. 

After his difgrace, however, he feems to have been 
perfeftly cured of ambition: he withdrew to that letter- 
ed eafe and retirement for which nature had. adapted 
him; and fpent the lafi: years of his life in the noblelt 
fludies that could engage the mind of man. 

While he was profecuting fome difcoveries in experi- 
mental plnlofophy, near Highgate, he was fuddenly 
taken ill, and being carried to the earl of Arundel’s Houfe 
in the vicinity, after a week’s iilnefs he breathed his lafi, 
on the qth day of April, 1626. By his lady, a daughter 
of alderman Barnham, of London, whom he married 
when near forty years of age, he left no ilfue; and his 
title, of courfe, became extinft. 

He was buried in St. Michael’s church at St. Albany 
and for fome time lay without a ftone to mark his name, 
till the gratitude of fir Thomas Meautys, who had for- 
merly been bis fecretary, erefted the monument to a me- 
mory which can never die. 

In perfon, lord Verulam was of the middling fiature-: 
his forehead, b.oad and open, was early fiamped with the 
marks of age; his eyes were lively and penetrating; aud 
his whole appearance, venerably pleafing. 
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So differently has his chara&er been delineated, ac- 

cording to the different lights in which it has been view- 
ed, that by fome his real blemifhes are wholly thrown 
into fhade; by others, they are made to occupy the 
moft prominent place on the canvas. His failings we 
have candidly endeavoured to reprefent; his great and 
exalted qualities need not our feeble commendation. 
He was, no doubt, imprefled with a fenfe of his own 
illuflrious attainments when he penned this Angular paf- 
fage in his laft will:—“ for my name and memory, I 
leave it to .men’s charitable fpeeches, and to foreign 
nations, and the next ages.” And well might he make 
this appeal; for in general his-faults, compared to his ex- 
cellencies, were only like fpots on the furface of the fun. 

We cannot better conclude our account of this extra- 
ordinary genius, than with a brief enumeration of his 
learned labours. His earbeft philofophic produ&ion 
feems to have been the F.rjl Part of Eflys; or Counfels, 
tivll anti moral. In this work, be lays down the ufeful 
principles of knowledge and prudenceand points out 
the means of obviating ills, and obtaining bleiTmgs. 

Next appeared the mtrodinfHon to his moft capi'al 
performance, On the P oficimce and Advancement if Learn- 
ing, divine and human. The general delign of this trea- 
tife was to exhibit a conctfe view of exifting knowledge, 
under proper divifions; with hints to fupply its deficien- 
cies. After his feclufion from public bufinefs, this was 
very much enlarged, and turned into Latin, and properly 
conftitu.es the fiift part of his Gran a Injl aural ion of the 
Sciences. 

In 1607, forth a treatife, entitled, Cogitata et 
Vfa ; which, as containing the plan of his Nivum Orga- 
»4s, or fecond part of the Inftauration of the Sciences 
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had been previoufly fubmitted to the moil able literary 
friends, for their remarks and improvements. 

Three years after was publithed his exquifite little work, 
D Sapientia Veterum ; and few'books met with a better 
reception, or acquired more general celebrity, than this. 

And, laftly, in i6ao, when in the zenith of his glory, 
he produced his moft important philofophical work, 
under the appellation of the No<vum Organum Scientianun ; 
which is, properly, a fecond part of his Grand Inftaura- 
tion of the Sciences, a performance, which, to praife 
would be idle, and to depreciate would be vain. 

His collected works were elegantly publiihed in five 
volumes, 410. in 1765. 

XIX. LANCELOT ANDREWS, 
BISHOP OF WINCHESTER. 
Born 1555.—Died 1626. 

From id Mary I. to id Charles /. 
The life of a good man, whatever his Ration or his 
fuccefs may be, cannot be written without pleafure, nor 
read without improvement; but, when we find the pureft 
principles, the moft extenfive learning, and the utmoft 
amenity of manners, refiefting luftre on preferment, th<} 
narrativ« becomes doubly interefting; and we delight in 
tracing by what progrefiive fteps exalted merit has rifen 
to a fuitable reward. 

This eminent divine, the contemporary and friend 
of Verulam, was the fon of a mariner, who, towards 
the decline of life, was chofen mailer of the Trinity- 
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lioufe at Deptford. Of his connexions little more is 
known, but that they were dignified by fuch a fori. 
He was born in the parifti of Allhallows, near Towef- 
hill; and having deceived the elements of education at 
the Coopers’ free-fchool in Ratcliffe-highway, he was 
removed to Merchant taylots’ fchool, under the tuitipa 
of Mr. Mulcafter. His aftonifliing progrefs in claffical 
lore endeared him to his mafier, and by him he was re- 
commended as a proper objeX to receive one of the 
fcholarfhips then lately founded, at Fefnbroke college, 
Cambridge* by Dr. Watts, archdeacon of Middlefex. 

Having, in confequence, been honoured with the fitft 
nomination, he plied his {Indies with fucii alfiduity, par- 
ticularly in theology, and rendered himfelf fo accepta- 
ble by his conduct, that He was food Chofen fellow of 
his college, and afterwards catechift. In the exercife of 
this vocation, he read leXures on the decalogue; and as 
he pofleflcd a graceful addfefs, and fine elocution, his 
pulpit orations were much admired/and generally at- 
tended. His perfonal merits, and his growing reputa- 
tion as a divine, foon reached the ears of the founder of 
Jefus college, Oxford; and, without his knowledge, h* 
was complimented with one of the firft fellowihips ia 
that new fociety. 

Of his minor habits, which fotnetimes develops the 
features of the heart more explicitly than the moft 
important aXions, fome pleafing details have been 
handed down to pofte ity. His filial affeXicn, a virtue 
without which no one can be reckoned good or great, 
was fo iiluftrious, that after he had been initiated at thi 
univerfity, he never failed to vifn his parents in London* 
on proper occa ions, during his refide .ce both at Cam* 
bridge and Oxford ; and that he might fill up thofe inter- 
vals,^ dear taevery feeling mind, with advantage, he took 
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care to be provided with a private tutor, to inftru£t him 
in fuch branches of fcience or art, as were not ufually 
taught in the univerfities. By this means, within a few 
years, he acquired a prodigious fund of knowledge, to 
which he added an acquaintance with modern languages. 

His joufnies to town he conftantly performed on 
foot, tiil he had attained to fuch rank in the univerfity, 
that he was fearful his love of pedeftrian exercife ftiould 
be aferibed to parfimony. Yet walking, {lill continued 
to be bis favourite amufement, and he rationally prefer- 
red it to all others ; declaring, that the contemplation 
of nature, and the examination of its various produftions, 
were to him the moft exquifite of all entertainments. 

The common recreations of volatile youth, the games 
invented to kill time without improvement, he never 
teliflied; but fought for higher gratification in fcience 
and meditation. 

Such was his reputatiort} that he never had occafion to 
feek a patron. Happy man! he never knew the anguilh 
of hope deferred, nor the mifery of attendance and de- 
pendence. Henry earl of Huntingdon, lord prefident 
of the North, without folicitation, appointed him his 
chaplain; and he accompanied that nobleman in his 
progrefs through that part of the kingdom, where he 
converted many from popery by his preaching, and 
more by his private exhortations. 

Such zeal and fuccefs, at once recommended him to 
Jir Francis Walfingham, the fecretary of hate; who, 
rightly judging that his abilities would be more ufeful as 
the ftage was wider on which they were difplayed, firft 
procured him the vicarage of St. Giles’s, Cripplegate; 
and in a fliort time after, a refidentiaryfliip of St. Paul’s, 
with a prebendal Hall in the collegiate church of South- 
well annexed. 
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Thus preferred, probably beyond his humble and un- 

afpiring hopes, he redoubled his diligence as a preacher, 
till he was promoted to the mafterlhip of Pembroke-hall, 
to which he afterwards became a generous benefaftor. 
His next preferment was that of chaplain-in-ordinary to 
queen Elizabeth; who, charmed with his ftyle of pul- 
pit eloquence, made him dean of Weflminfter, in 1601. 

After the demife of his royal patronefs, he had the 
good fortune to be holden in equal eftimation by her 
fucceflbr James ; who, confcious of his talents, prompted 
him to anfwer cardinal Bellarmine, who had virulently 
attacked his majefty’s book, entitled “ The Defence of 
the Right of Kings.” The doctrines of James were cer- 
tainly moft inimical to the catholic intereft ; and Bellar- 
mine, under the fignature of Matthew Tor^s, endeavour- 
ed to refute them. Dean Andrews, wittily playing on- 
the adopted name, entitled his reply Tortura Torti; and 
fo far fucceeded in fupporting his mailer’s caufe, that he- 
was rewarded with the bilhopric of Chiche-fter; and, in- 
dependently of his merit in this particular fervice, never 
did man better deferve the mitre. As a arther token 
of royal munificence and regard, he was likewife made 
lord-almoner, in which office he Ihewed the pureft dif- 
intereftednefs, foTar as to facrifice his legal and undoubt- 
ed rights. 

It was not long before the king had an opportunity 
of conferring a frelh reward upon this learned and pious 
prelate. On the vacancy of the fee of Ely, he was,- 
tsanflated thither in 1609} and the fame year was fwora 
of the king’s privy council, both in England and Scot- 
land. 

After difeharging the duties of his prelaticai function/ 
at Ely for nine years, with the moft confcientious atten-' 

BS 
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tion ; without felicitation, and without intrigue, be was 
promoted to the valuable fee of Winchefter, and ap- 
pointed dean of the chapel-royal. To the honour of 
bifliop Andrews it ought to be mentioned, that though a 
privy counfellor in times of confiderable difficulty and 
danger, when arbitrary principles were little difguifed, 
and royal prerogative ftretched to the utmoft verge of 
power, he never fank his dignity by bafe compliances, 
nor irritated by ufelefs oppofition. Wifely placing his 
honour and his duty in the faithful difeharge of his paf- 
toral office, he avoided the entanglements of temporal 
affairs, and attached that refpeft to his chara£ter, which 
no mitred dabbler in party politics can ever hope to ac- 
quire. As a proof at once of the integrity of his prin- 
ciples and the(promptnefs of his wit, we infert the fol- 
lowing anecdote, which is well authenticated.—One 
day, while James was at dinner, immediately after difc 
folving the parliament, Andrews bifliop of Wincheffer 
and Nieie bifliop of Durham were {landing behind his 
chair. In the courfe of converfation, his Majefty alked 
the two prelates if he was not authorized to take what- 
ever money he wanted from-his fubjeAs without the for- 
mality of a parliament? The fycophantic Nieie readily 
exclaimed, “ God forbid, lir, but you fliould $ you are 
the breath of our noftiils.” The king then turned to 
Andrews with “ Well, my lord, what fay you ?” “ Sir,” 
replied he, “ I have no fkill to judge in parliamentary 
cafes.” On this the king haftily added, “ No put-offs, 
piv lord, anfwer me prefently.” “ Then fir,” faid ha, 

1 think it lawful for you to take my brother Niele’s 
money, for he offers it.” 

This (fcrewd evafioh of a very delicate queffion amu- 
led the company extremely : even James affe6ted at leaft 
to be pleafed with its humqrous turn, and probably lii 
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.his own breaft entertained a much more exalted idea of 
Andrews than of Niele. 

Af er enjoying a very rare felicity in the Angular ef- 
teem of three, fuccedive fovereigns, the friendfhip of the 
learaed and the great, and the veneration of the good> 
during a long and tranquil life, uniformly devoted to the 
caufe of piety and virtue, this illufirious prelate was 
called from this world to a better, in 1626. He died a6 
Winchefter-houfe, Southwark, and was interred in the 
church of S:. Saviour; where a handfome monument of 
marble and alabafter, with an elegant Latin infcription, 
was erefted to his memory. His lofs was lamented by 
the pious, and his virtues embalmed by the learned. 
Among others, the immortal Milton, then about feven- 
teen years of age, honoured him with a beautiful Latin 
elegy, one of the firft produftions of his mufe. 

After having run through the more public fcenes of 
bifhop Andrews* life, with pleafure we revert to his 
private virtues. So truly amiable was his character as 3 
prelate and a man, that it furnifhes both an example and 
incentive to excellence, and ought not to be difmiffed 
with frigid indifference. His contemporaries have deco- 
rated his herfe with unfading flowers, and we cannot do 
a more valuable fervice to thofe who have their courfe 
yet to run than to feleft fome of their choiceft fweets. 
The duftile mind of youth is prone to imitation; and in 
bifhop Andrews they have a pattern worthy of their love 
and efteem. 

Though cheerful in his difpofition, there was fucii a 
tempered gravity in his manner, as checked the fellies of 
indecent levity. According to Fuller, James himfelf, 
who was much inclined to buffoonery, feemed to feel 
fome awe-and veneration in the prefence of bifhop 
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Andrews. “ Had he lived among the primitive bifliops 
of the church,” fays one of his biographers, “ his virtues 
would have fliined even among thofe virtuous men.” 
In fhort, to him might be applied what was fometimes 
faid of Claudius Drufus, “ that he poiTefled as many, and 
as great virtues, as mortal nature could receive, or in* 
duftry rear to perfection.” 

As a dbcefan, he was remarkably careful to promote 
men of learning and virtue. He invited unbeneficed 
clergymen of reputed merit to vifit hirn; defrayed the 
expences of their journey; and if, on converfation with 
them, they were found worthy of his patronage, he pre- 
ferred them as his livings became vacant. Thus feeing 
with his own eyes, and hearing with his own ears, he 
fuffered no intrigues to impede the rife of worth, no re- 
commendations to bias his judgment in favour of igno- 
rance and irreligion. 

As it pleafed Providence to increafe his fortune, his 
charity and liberality rofe in the fame proportion. He 
look particular delight in liberating thofe who had the 
misfortune to be confined for fmall debts, a charity of 
the moft beneficial kind, as well to individuals as to 
fociety. But wherever his bounty could be privately 
applied, none but the immediate agent was fenfible of 
the benefa&or. The vouchers which he required for 
the faithful difcharge of the truft, were indeed to be 
figned by the perfon relieved; but the fympathifing 
friend was unknown. In an age, when it is much to be 
feared that charity is frequently the refult of oftentation 
rather than of principle, we cannot expeCl that bifliop 
Andrews will find many imitators; yet the precedent 
is worthy of commemoration and applaufe. 

Another quality for which he was illufirious, was gra- 
titude. As perfection is unattainable by humanity, fonife 
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blemifhes of one kind or other will adhere even to the 
bed of men ; but, where gratitude is wanting, the heart 
itfelf is depraved. So warm was our prelate’s fenfe of 
this virtue, that when he had it in his power, he not 
only remunerated thofe who had fliown him kindnefs 
in his unprotefted years, but extended his care to their 
relations. For the fon of his firft fchool-mafter he li- 
berally provided; and fuch was his perfonal efteem for 
Mr. Mulcafter, under whom he hid ftudied at Merchant- 
Taylors’, that he always placed him at the head of his 
table while he lived, and hung his picture in the moft 
confpicuous part of his ttudy when he was dead. Other 
atteftations to his grateful remembrance of favours might 
be produced, but thefe are fufficient to evince his pre- 
vailing charafter. 

As a fcholar, his reputation was high indeed. He is 
faid to have underftood at leaft fifteen languages; and 
his fame was not confined to this ifland, but extended to 
moft parts of Europe. His literary correfpondence was 
very extenfive. Cafaubon bears teftimony to his uni- 
verfal erudition; and Spanheim and Vofius are elo- 
quent in his praife. Yet it muff be confefled that his 
compofitions were vitiated by the bad tafte of the times. 
They were full of pun ami wit, and fcraps of Greek and 
Latin; and though all of them difplay the goodnefs of 
his heart and his extenfive learning, they would now be 
read rather for improvement than for pleafure. This 
prelate had a confiderable fhare in that tranflation of the 
Bible which is now in ufe. 
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XX. SIR EDWARD COKE, 
tORD CHIEF JUSTICE OF ENGLAND. 

Born 1550.—Died 1634. 
From Edward VI. to <)tb Charles I. 

Op all the profedions, that of jurifprudence affords the 
faireft and moft promifing field for the exercil'e of abi- 
lities. The divine, with very (lender pretenfiens to ta- 
lents, may mount on the props of patronage or con- 
neftions; the phyfician is often more indebted for fuc- 
cefs to his addrefs than his (kill; but neither patronage, 
connexions, nor addrefs, can make a man an able law- 
yer or an eloquent pleader. In this profefiion there 
muft be intrinfic merit, which at laft will furmount all 
difficulties, and, trufting to itfelf alone, will, if at all 
called into aXion, command that attention which the 
generality of men are obliged to court. It is not, there- 
fore, to be wondered at that there fhould be fo many 
candidates for the honours of the bar; and that, from 
among fo many competitors, there fhould be fome fplen- 
did inftances of a right direXion given to faculties, and 
cf fuccefsful labours. 

Among thofe whofe legal attainments acquired them 
honour and opulence alive, and whofe works inftruX 
when dead, fir Edward Coke holds an elevated place. 
This luminary of the law was the fon of Robert Coke, 
efq. of Mileham, in the county of Norfolk. After a 
flight domeflic education, he was fent to the grammar- 
fchool of Norwich, when ten years old, and in due timp 
removed to Trinity college, Cambridge. 
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What early evidences he gave of genius or application, 

at fchool or college, we have no account Our nafcent 
and our juvenile years commonly pafs unrecorded away, 
and are foon fotgotten. Talents are developed at very 
uncertain periods; the fprightly boy does not always 
turn out the man of abilities; nor does the backward 
genius of youth always charafterize maturer years. 

It feems Coke was originally dtftined for the law, for 
after five years’ ftudy at Cambi idge he was entered of 
Clifford’s inn; and the firff,incident that brought him 
into any notice was the precifion with which he fiated 
the cook’s cafe of the houfe, and the fhrewdnefs with 
which he pleaded it. 

It has been remarked, on other occafions, that the 
fortunes of men frequently turn on (light and fortuitous 
circumftances, which no forefight can anticipate, no 
prudence can forward or retard. When the young law- 
yer was defending the caufe of the cook, he probably 
little thought that fuch an infignificant introduction 
would be the bafis of his future fame; yet it feems that 
in confequence of the admiration which he excited on 
this occafion, he was called to the bar more early than 
had been ufual; and, according to his own reports, in 
trinity term, 1578, he defended a clergyman of Nor- 
folk, in an action offcandalum magnatuv, broughtagainfi: 
him by Henry lord Cromwell. 

About this time he was appointed reader of Lyon’s- 
inn, and his le&ures increafed his reputation. By ra- 
pid degrees he acquired fuch extenfive practice, and was 
confidered as fuch a rifing character, that after being 
feven years at the bar, he gained a co-heirefs of the an 
cient and honourable Pafton family, with whom he had 
a portion of 30,000!. 

By this marriage he became allied to fome of the nobleft 
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houfes in the kingdom; and honours and emoluments 
began to be fliowered upon him abundantly. He was 
chofen recorder of Coventry and Norwich, obtained 
the patronage of Burleigh, and was frequently confuhed 
on political as well as forenfic affairs. Being returned 
to parliament by his native county of Norfolk, he was firft 
appointed queen’s folicitof, arid foon after chofen fpeaker 
of the houfe of commons. In 1592, he became at- 
torney-general; and by this ftep his rife to the fummit 
of his profeflion was, in a manner, enfured. The only 
important bufinefs, however, in which he was employed 
in his new fiation, during the reign-of Elizabeth, was 
the trial of the earl of Effex, againft whom he pleaded 
with peculiar acrimony. 
- Being left a widower with ten children, he turned 
his thoughts to another match of great fortune, and dill 
greater connexions. This was the reliX of Sir William 
Hatton, and filler to Thomas lord Burleigh. But this 
marriage, however it might aggrandize him, was fatal to 
his domeftic felicity. Their difcordant tempers were 
the fource of mutual mifery; and after many bickerings 
and partial reparations, king James was obliged to be- 
come a mediator between them. But no authority can 
awaken the palfion of love, or relume its extinguilbed 
fiame: they lived but to curfe their delliny: and the 
lawyer fought folace'in bufinefs and ambition, in dead 
of thofe fweeter comforts which a happy home can im» 
pait. 

In May, 1603, he was knighted by king James, and in 
the fame year conduXed the trial of the brave, unfortu- 
nate dr Walier Raleigh with inch afperity and indolence, 
fuch feurrility and cruelty, as greatly ledened the refpeX 
of the public for his charaXer. However, he gained 
eredit by his fagacity, in unravelling that dark and vimiie- 
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tivc confpiracy, the gun-powder plot; and on the trial 
fef the confpirators, gave the moft unequivocal proofs of 
extenfive capacity, acute penetration, and folid judg- 
ment. Soon after he was appointed lord chief juftice of 
the common pleas; on which occafion he took for his 
motto the fignificant and appropriate words, lex efttu- 
ti/i'ma cajfis, “ the law is the fafeft helmet.” Having holtf- 
en this poll with high reputation for feven years, he was 
promoted to be lord chief juftice of the -king’s bench, 
and fworn a privy counfcllor. 

Two years afterwards, when Egerton, lord Ellefmere, 
vacated the place of lord high chancellor, his majefty 
was at a lofs to determine on a fucceftbr, and feems to 
have thought of fir Edward Coke; but the intrigues of 
Paeon and others prevaiied: for the lord chief juftice, 
though the greateft lawyer, was far from being the belt 
politician. Bacon, taking advantage of the inflexible 
charailer of his rival, painted his own more compliant 
difpolition in fuch colours, as firted the humour and the 
principles of James, and in confequence he bore away the 
prize. Between Coke and Bacon there appears not only 
to have been a generous emulation for rank and diftinfiion, 
but a perfonal animofity which death only couW ex- 
tinguilh. Bacon, perhaps, envied that legal fuperiority 
which Coke was generally allowed to poflefs; and Coke* 
in indignation and defpair, beheld that univerfality of 
genius in Bacon, which defied all competition, and gain- 
ed him the higheft admiration of mankind. 

But to return. Though fir Edward Coke had, in the 
fitiiatnn of attorney-general, and vvith profpe<fts ot higher 
preferment before him, ftretefeed the prerogative, in lome 
cafes, too far; no fooner was he elevated to the chief 
bench of juftice, than he feems to h'ave been determined 
to maintain the integriry and independence of his poll. 
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He gave public notice how much he detefted corruption, 
by frequently repeating this maxim, 41 that a judge 
fliould neither give nor take a bribeand, ioltead of 
complying with arbitrary meafures, on various occafions, 
which it does not enter within our plan to-recount, he 
fhewed himfelf the firm friend of the iibeities of his 
country, and the rights of individuals. 

This condudt, however honourable to himfelf, was 
not likely to ingratiate him with James, or render his 
office permanent: for, till the prefent aufpicious reign, 
the judges were dependent on the royal will; and j.uftice 
wanted this heft and greateft fafeguard, an afl'urance that 
its minifters could not be difplaced, except for malver- 
fation in their office. 

By degrees fir Edward Coke became more and more 
obnoxious to government; and the chancellor Bacon, 
in the plenitude of his power, eagerly widened the breach 
by his courtly infinuations- The immediate caufe of fir 
Edward’s difgrace is differently accounted for. Cer- 
tainly he had fhewn himfelf unfavourable to the leading 
maxims of James’s court; he had offended the favourite, 
fir George Villiers, afterwards duke of Buckingham • 
and the chancellor, as we have feen before, was his in- 
veterate enemy. 

Againft fuch a combination of powerful interefts, it 
was impoffible for him to maintain his ground: his fall 
was determined; and the manner in which it was ac- 
compliflied was to the laft degree humiliating. 

Being called before the privy council, on the 20th 
of June, 1616, in the moft unprecedented manner, he 
was obliged to kneel, while the folicitor-generai, ^el- 
verton, preferred feveral vague accufations againft him; 
fuch as, “ fpeeches of high contempt uttered in the feat 
of juftice, and uncomely and undutiful carriage in tho 
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prefeiice of his majefty, the privy council, and the 
judges.’* 

Reduced to this humiliating fituation, in an able and 
impartial manner he exculpated himfelf from the feveral 
charges urged againft him, in fupport of which no d:- 
reff evidence was advanced; but his removal being 
predetermined, the only bufmefs was to flope the way, 
and to invent fome plaufible excufes for fuch an exer- 
tion of power. 

At a fecond examination before the council-board, 
one of the fecretaries of ftate informed him, that his 
majefty defired he might be fequeftered from the coun- 
cil-table, till his farther pleafure was known; that he 
Ihould forbear to ride his fummer circuit as judge of 
affize; and, laftly, that he ihoold, during the vacation, 
revife his book of reports, in which it was declared 
there were many extravagant and exorbitant opinions ; 
and having made-what corrections his diferetion recom- 
mended, he was to exhibit the fame privately to the 
king. Thus it appears the pedant James wiftied to 
aftume the office of hypercritic; and was, perhaps, the 
firft, and we hope will be the laft, of our fovereign’s to 
ufurp a charafter fo degrading to royalty. 

Sir Edward fubmitted to his majefty’s commands; yet 
at the commenrement of next term, the lord chancellor 
imperioufly forbade him Weftminfter-hall, and ordered 
him to anfwer feveral exceptions againft his reports. The 
following month he was difmifted from the office of lord 
chief juftice; when lord Verulam not only privately 
triumphed in his difgrace, but perfonally infulted him 
by a very acrimonious compofition, under the title of 
“ An Admonitory Letter,” in which he totally forgot 
the dignity of the gentlemen, and the meeknefs of the 
philofopher. 
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But though degraded by the court, fir Edward was 

not yet difgraced in the eyes of the people; and if he 
had fhewn that fortitude and fteadinefs of refolution 
which the occafion required, he might have been con- 
fidered as a martyr to his incorruptible integrity. Un- 
fortunately, however, either a love of power, or a rank- 
ling defire to triumph once more over a rival by whom 
he had been foiled, prevailed on him to adopt a plan of 
policy, in which he was every way the lofer. Haughty and 
arrogant in his profperity, he became dejeiied and fawn- 
ing in his adverfity; and therefore neither deferred to 
be an objeft of refpedt in one fortune, nor of generous 
fympathy in the other. 

While chief juftice, he bad rejefted with difdain fome 
overtures of marriage between his daughter and fir 
John Villiers, brother of Buckingham; but no fooner 
was his fall confummated, than he magnified his own 
difgrace by courting this alliance through the moft abjedfc 
means, and the moft inconfiderate conduit. In iaft, 
he gave a ca,t. b'ancbe to Buckingham, in order that he 
might infert what conditions he pleafed in favour of his 
brother; and as intereft, not love, was the bafis of the 
propofed match, the terms infifted on were fufficiently 
exorbitant. But fir Edward had gone too far to recede, 
and hoped for fuch influence by this connexion, that 
he regarded not the great diminution of his own income, 
which the fettlement occafioned, nor his own honour, 
which was compromifed. His lady, however, became 
quite outrageous at his proceedings in this affair, and dif- 
approving of the match, merely becaufe file had not been 
confulted on its propriety, carried off her daughter ; and 
thus the whole family ami their conne£tiom> were thrown 
into confufion. The young lady being refcued by force, 
both hufband and wife appealed in their turn to the privy 
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council; but fir Edward having, as a preliminary, regain- 
ed a feat at that board, the marriage was quickly fo- 
lemnized with great ftate, and a mutual reconciliation 
was effc&ed between all parties. It may not, however, 
be improper to remark, that this connexion was as difafi* 
trous in its confequences as unpleafant in its commence- 
ment. Sir John Villiers, having obtained a fortune, dif- 
regarded the pei fon who conferred it; 'and his lady re- 
criminated by the mod flagrant violations of decorum. 

The lord chief-jufticefliip baving been difpofed of be- 
fore this bufinefs was brought on the tapis, fir Edward 
was precluded from all hopes of refuming that high 
liation; but being re-inflated in council, he was em- 
ployed iu various important political negociations, par- 
ticularly in adjufting the differences between the Dutch 
and EnglHh Eaft-India Companies. 

A parliament being fummoned in 1621, fir Edward 
Coke was chofen a member ; and probably finding that 
he had been, duped by that party to which he had facri- 
ficed fo much, he exerted his great talents and his elo- 
quence in depicting the mifihievous tendency of many 
miniflerial meafures. At the fame time he boldly con- 
tended for the coftitutional privileges of parliament, 
which fubfifted, as he maintained, independent of the 
royal prerogative; and urged, with great animation, the 
inftitution of a committee to inquire into the national 
grievances. 

In confequence of this fpirited behaviour, which, 
whether it was dictated by patiiotifm or Ipite, we will 
not pretend to; determine, the king, jealous to the laft 
degree or his prerogative became extremely alarmed ; 
and l.y an injudicious proclamation interdifted all per- 
fons from intermeddling, by pen or fpeech, with ftate 
affairs; and even intimated to parliament; that politic? 
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were, above their comprehenfion, and that all the privi- 
leges they claimed, flowed from his royal grace and fa- 
vour, and might be withdrawn at his pleafure. 

Such were the wild and dangerous principles, which, 
though not originally broached by the Stuarts, certainly 
brought that devoted family to ruin and difgrace. In 
the reign of the laft Henry, the moft daring infringe- 
ments of the people’s rights, which are infeparably con- 
nected with the independence of parliament, were fuf- 
fered to pafs unnoticed in the reign of Elizabeth, the 
nation began to increafe in opulence and refources; a 
fpirit of inquiry was diffufed among all ranks, and the 
reprefentatives began to feel their confequence, though 
they feldom ventured to defend it. The policy of that 
great princefs, and her well known ardent attachment 
to the honour and happinefs of her fubjeCfs, filenced all 
oppofition to her willj but when James fhewed the moft 
determined defign to trample on thofe liberties, which 
had either been legitimately fanClioned or tacitly allowed 
during a long fucceffion of ages; when he extorted mo- 
ney from his people, merely to fquander it away on his 
vicious minions; the pailiament began to aflume its due 
conftitutional powers, and the nation feconded its lauda- 
ble endeavours. The conflict was renewed or fufpend- 
ed, according as parties clafhed^ or were united; but 
from this period the feparate rights of the conftituent 
branches of the government began to be afeertained and 
defined with a greater degree of precifion; and though 
frequently overlooked in party contentions and political 
rage, were never quite forgotten, till the glorious fa- 
bric of patriot government was completed at the revo- 
lution. 

To trace effeCfs to their firft caufes occafioned this di- 
greffion. The parliament, in turn, alarmed at the royal 
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language, drew up a proteft couched in ftrong but con- 
ftitutional terms, which was ordered to be entered on 
their journals. James being apprifed of this meafure, 
with headlong rage haftened to the houfe of commons, 
and tore out the proteftation with his own hand, which 
he declared to be null and void. He then prorogued the 
parliament; and foon after fir Edward Coke was lent to 
the Tower, for the intrepidity which he had (hewn in 
aflerting the people’s rights. 

Whatever were the motives of this illufirious lawyer’s 
original opposition to the meafures of the court, he was 
now confirmed a patriot. There is a fpirit in noble 
minds which rifes with injuries, but is eafily allayed by 
kindnefs. He now became warm in thecaui'e for which 
he had fuffered; and the remainder of his life was one 
fceae of fteady and honourable exertion, in the caufe of 
freedom and his country. 

1 he nation was thrown into a flame by the imperious 
and indecent conduct of James towards the parliament; 
and this defperate aft of tearing out the proteftation 
from the journals of the houfe of commons, may be juft- 
ly faid to have pointed the dagger to the bofom of Jfis 
fon and fucceffor, to the unhappy Charles. 

Sir Edward was foon liberated, as it could not be prov- 
ed that he had tranfgrefled the limits of his duty; but to 
place a ftigma upon him, he was a fecond time erafed 
from the lift of privy counfeltors, when the king com- 
plimented h m by declaring, “ that he was the fitteft 
inftrument for a tyrant that ever was in England;” 
though it is pretty evident, that this could only be faid 
to bring hitp into fufpicion with the people. 

During the remainder of the reign of James, fir Ed- 
ward fee ms to have ftrenuoufly fupported the principles 
which he had avowed, and to have been wholly out of 
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favour at court. In the beginning of the next reign, whe* 
it was found neceflary to call a parliament, fo apprehen- 
five was the adminiftration of his powerful talents and 
expelled oppofition, that, againft all decency and pre- 
cedent, he was obliged to ferve the office of high fheriff 
of Bucks, and to attend the judges at the affize, where 
he had often prefided as lord chief-juftice. 

This, however, was only a temporary expedient to 
filence him. In the parlianient of 1628, he was return- 
ed for Buckinghamffiire; and exerted himfelf with un- 
common energy in defending the liberty of the fubje£t, 
and the privileges of the commons. He had a principal 
hand in drawing up what was called “ the petition of 
right,” praying, among other particulars, That no loan 
qr tax might be levied but by confent of parliament; 
that no perfon might be imprifoned but by legal procefs ; 
that foldiers ffiould not be quartered on people againft 
their wills; and that no commiffions fhould be granted 
for executing martial law. 

The king hefitating to comply with this in direft 
terms, but yet not reje&ing it, fir Edward ufed the moil 
inflammatory language, and urged parliament not to de- 
pend on the royal profeffions, but to perfift in obtaining 
the cuftomary fanftion; which his majefty at lafl re- 
luftantly gave. His whole conduft now bore the afpedl 
of infult to his fovereign, rather than of that mild but 
firm pat-riotifm which would have refL&ed honour on 
his memory ; and he may be faid to have a princi- 
pal inftigator ofthofe meafures, which ended in the tem- 
porary deftru(?tion of monarchy. 

After the diflblution of this parliament, which hap- 
pened in 1629, he retired to his houfe at Stoke Pogges, 
in Bucks; where hexlofed a long life, in 1634, expiring 
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r/ith thefe'words in his mouth, “ thy kingdom come, thy 
wilt be done." 

Such was the refentment of the court againft him, 
that, while he lay on his death bed, fir Francis Winde. 
bank, by an order of council, rummaged his houle for 
leditious and dangerous papers; and by virtue of this 
authority, carried off his commentary upon Littleton, the 
biftory of his own life, and numerous manufcripts, toge- 
ther with his very will and teftamferrt. At the requeft of 
his fon and heir, feven years afterwards, fuch of his pa- 
pers as could be found were delivered up; but many of 
them were irrecoverably loft, and among the reft hi* 
will. 

Sir Edward Coke was well proportioned, and regular 
in his features. In his drefs he was neat rather than ef- 
feminate ; and it was one of his fentiments, “ that the 
cleannefs of a man’s clothes ought to put him in mind of 
keeping all clean within." He poffeffed great quicknefs 
of parts, a retentive memory, and a folid judgment. 
In his profelfion he was unrivalled: he had ftudied it en- 
tirely, and he was mafter of all its parts. He was wont 
to fay, “ that matter lay in little room," and therefore 
was concife in his pleadings; but diffufe and elaborate 
in his fet fpeeches and writings. 

He plumed himfelf on deriving his fortune, his repu- 
tation, and preferments, not from folicitations, adulation, 
or intrigue, but from his profound knowledge in. the law. 
By the gentlemen of his profeffion he was greatly ho- 
noured and beloved; and his reputation as a law-writer 
is fo firmly eftabliftied in the courts, that his works are 
fonfidered as legal authorities. With unexampled dili- 
gence he committed every thing to writing ; for law was 
Bis element, and he loved it with enthufiaftic ardour. 
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Amidft various viciflitudes of fortune, he never'feem* 

to have defponded ; and king James ufed to''compare 
him to a cat, that always falls upon its legs. No fooner 
had he fuffered a difgrace, than he began to project 
the means of effacing it, and of rifing fuperior to his 
enemies. The fteps which he took, the line of con daft 
whSrh he purfued, were not always the mofl dignified, 
but they feem in general to have l>een the mod; effeftual 
to anfwer the intended purpofe. 

He was partial to men of mei it, though not an abfo- 
Jute Mecoenas; and having many benefices in his own 
patronage, he was careful to beftow them gratuitoufly on 
the mofi: deferving clergymen; declaring, “ that he 
would have church preferment pafs by livery and feifin, 
not by bargain and fale.” 

XXI. SIR THOMAS WENTWORTH, 
EARL OF STRAFFORD. 

Born 1593.—Beheaded 1641. 
From Elixale.b to 16/h Charles I, 

It is one unhappy confequence of faftious and perturb- 
ed times, that the charafters of the principal performers 
in the drama are feen through a falfe medium. By their 
partizans they are exhibited as immaculate, by their 
enemies as devoid of e\e y vi tue. The unfortunate 
earl of Strafford is among the number of tnofe whom 
the fatal ronteft between prerogative' and conftitutional 
liberty configued to a preuiaiurograve; and fo variouf]/ 
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>.ave his qualities been eftimated, that we muft infer 
them from impartially reviewing the tenor of his 
conduft, not from the colours, in which they have 
been drelfed either by his favourers or opponents. 

Thomas Wentworth was defcended from a very an- 
cient family, feated at Wentworth in Yorkfhire. His 
father was a baronet, and his mother, daughter and 
heirefs of fir Robert Atkins, knight, of the county of 
Gloucefter. He was born in London, and after a pro- 
per grammatical education, was entered of St. John’s col- 
lege, Cambridge; where his diligence and application to 
literature and fcience foon rendered him confpicuous^ 
Born, however, to a patrician fortune, his ftudies were* 
directed with no view to any particular profefiion; and 

‘ as it was his principal objeft to complete the charafter 
of a gentleman, after quitting the univerfity, he fet out 
on foreign travels. 

By the time when he had reached his majority, his 
father died, and the baronetage, and family eftate of 
about 6000I. per annum devolved on him. Owing to 
his property and influence, he was appointed cuftos ro- 
tulorum of Yorkfhire, and was early ele&ed a repre- 
fentative for that county in parliament. On his firft ef- 
fays in the grand theatre of public life, hiftory is fxlent; 
but we find, that in the new parliament oh the acceffion 
of Charles I. he enlifled under the banners of oppofx- 
tion, and became fo formidable by his eloquence, that to 
prevent its difplay he was nominated high fheriff of 
Yorkfhire, in 1626; and the fame year put under an 
arreft, for refufing his contribution to an arbitrary 
loan. 

In the parliament, however, of 1628, he flrenuoufly 
exerted himfelf to obtain a redrefs of grievances; and 
with great f«veritY rating the conduit of miniftera while 
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he exonerated the king from blame, thus kept up a 
kind of armed neutrality, though his immediate objeft 
was not fufpefted by the party with which he had con- 
ne&ed himfelf. 

His talents and influence were now fo univerfally ac- 
knowledged, that they were worth fome facrifices to fe- 
c»re. It was found that he had his price; and a peerage, 
with the prefidentftiip of the north, were the terms of his 
furrender into the arms of the court. At firft, however, 
he affefted fome coynefs, and feemed afliamed to avow 
his apoftacy; but wifhing to magnify his fervices, heat 
Jaft threw off his difguife to the popular leader Pym, and 
endeavoured to gain him as an aflbciate in his new cha- 
va&er. Pym was not fo eafily won, and replied in 
bitter, but prophetic terms, “You have left us; but! 
will not leave you while your head is on your ^houlders!,, 

Scouted by his former friends, he fought confolation 
in acquiring new, particularly archbifhop Laud, with 
whom he formed a dole intimacy, and whofe meafures 
he vigoroufly fupported. As prefident of the north he 
behaved with great feverity, and, in fome cafes, with 
puerile infolence; for he committed the fon of lord 
Falconberg for no other offence but negle&ing to move 
his hat to him ; though it appeared that the young noble- 
man was aflually looking another way, when the prefi- 
dent expefted this compliment. 

Being afterwards promoted to the high office of lord 
deputy of Ireland, with very ample powers, which were 
fiill too limited for his ambition, he diffinguifhed himfilf • 
by h'sarbitrary meafures and his fondnefs for parade; but 
his government, on the whole, was fo prudent and deci- 
five, that he improved the finances to a wonderful de- 
gree, and brought the Irifli church to a perfcd uni- 
formity with that of England. Regarding Ireland as a 
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conquered country, he did not hefitate to enforce his 
authority by ftretches beyond the law; ami he treated 
fome of the moft illuftrious peers of that kingdom with 
an arrogance which admits of no excufe. He impri- 
foned the earl of Kildare for oppofing his propofitions ta 
parliament; and, on a private mifunderftanding, pro- 
voked by his own infolence, he brought lord Mountrporces 
to trial by a court martial-, and condemned him to die. 
The fentence was, indeed, mitigated; but this nobleman 
was ftript of an eftate, of all his employments, civil and 
military, obliged to acknowledge the juftice of his doom, 
and to fuflfer three years imprifonment. 

Such conduit muft have alienated the affeitions of the 
tameft people ; nor was it politically neceflary. The ex- 
ercife of duty fometimes requires and]unifies prompt and 
fevere meafures; but private pique (hould never appear 
in the difpenfation of juftice. Notwithftanding thofe 
notorious defefls in his adminiftration, he fucceeded ft> 
far in awing the turbulent, and replenifliing the treafury, 
that his majefty, as a farther proof of his royal approba- 
tion, created him earl of Strafford, and knight of the 
garter. 

By the fame means that he gained the favour of his 
fovereign, he ioft all confidence wirh the people; who 
regarded him as their moft inveterate enemy, and lingled 
him out as the firft victim of their vengeance. 

Immediately after the opening of -the long parliament 
in 1640,-his implacable enemy, Fym, having harangued: 
the houfe in a long and eloquent fpeech on the griev- 
ances of the nation, and finding that he had inflamed his 
auditors to a proper pitch, concluded by branding the 
earl of Strafford with the moft odious appellations; re- 
prefenting him as the moft inveterate foe to the liberties 
of Ids country, and the greateft promoter of tyranny that 
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any age had produced. The houfe being fired with thp 
moft indignant emotions, a motion was fuddently made, 
and carried, “ that the earl of Strafford be immediately 
impeached of high treafon ; and that Mr. Pym do carry 
«p the faid impeachment to the lords.” i 

Accordingly Pym appeared at the bar of the houf* 
of lords, and having impeached him in the name of ail 
the commons in England, requefted that he bright be 
fequeftered from all councils, and put into fafe cuftody, 
The earl, being then in England, had that very day takes 
his feat in the houfe. Some friends had given him warn- 
ing that it was in contemplation to attack him, and per- 
fuaded him to abfent himfelf; but Strafford, fpurning at 
advice which might expofe him to the imputation of 
pufillanimily, or perhaps thinking himfdf fecure in royal 
prote&ion, appeared in his place, and immediately upon 
his impeachment was committed to the cuftody of the 
black-rod, and fome days after lodged in the Tower. 

So fudden wTas the tranfition of this ill fated noblemart 
from the height of power to the miferies of confinement, 
that reflection cannot help moralizing on his fate; and 
whatever may have been his errors or his crimes, from 
this moment he became refpedtable in the eyes of every 
perfon who can honour true magnanimity and patient 
refignation. 

Twenty-eight articles were prepared and exhibited 
sgainft him, chiefly relative to his conduct as prefident 
of the council in the north, as governor of Ireland, and 
as counfellor and commander in England. Some of thefe 
were frivolous, and others vexatious: on them he might 
have been convicted of very ferious mifdemeanours; but 
w'ith all the ingenuity of malice, it feems impollible to 
have done more. His accufers, therefore, after a pro- 
trailed trial of eighteen days, during w hich the earl was 
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colle&ed and firm to an aftonifliing degree, finding that 
they could not legally fubftantiate the charges againft 
him, dropt this mode of procedure, and brought in a bill 
of attainder. Accordingly it was voted on the evidence 
which had been produced, “ that the earl of Strafford 
had endeavoured to fubvert the fundamental laws offthe 
kingdom, and introduce an arbitrary and tyrannical go- 
vernment into the fealms of England and Irelandand, 
as a confequence of thofe pofitions, ‘‘ that he was guilty 
of high treafon.” 

A few days after, this bill puffed the commons by a 
great majority, but being carried to the houfe of peers, 
the popular party, alarmed left they fhould be defeated in 
their meditated vengeance, by the moderation or juftice. 
of that affembly, procured petitions, from 40,000 in- 
habitants of London^ urging the execution of juftice on 
the earl of Strafford, and fetting forth certain real or 
fancied fears and fufpicions of attempts againft the inde- 
pendence of parliament. 

The king, on the other hand, anxious to fave one of 
his moft devoted fei vants, breaking through thofe forms 
which the conftitution has wifely eftablifhed againft the 
executive inteifering with the legiflative power, appeared 
in parliament, and made an energetic and feeling fpeech 
in fa> our of the earl; conjuring them not to proceed to 
the laft extremities with the accufed, as he could not, in 
confcieuce, think him guilty of treafon, but only of 
mifdemeanours, for which his majefty allowed th*t he 
.ought to be difmiffed from his councils and feivice for 
ever. 

This moderate, though irregular appeal by the king 
to the national 1 eprelentation, k might have been fup- 
pofed would not have been in vain; but fo jealous had 
the commons become of the exercife of prerogative, that 
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they would fcarcely allow Charles, without fufpicion, 
the feelings 6f a man. The interference was taken m 
the very word fenfe, and was made ufe of as a handle 
to haften the cataftrophe. Indeed, when fome of the 
fanguine, but weak, friends of Strafford ran with joy to 
inform him how warmly the king had pleaded his caufe, 
the earl, more penetrating and fagacious, faw that his 
doom was fealed, and that he had nothing elfe to do but 
to prepare for death. 

The lords, however, feem to have proceeded with 
great deliberation in paffing the bill of attainder; but 

-the houfe was inceflantly furrounded with mobs in hof- 
tile array, who were clamorous for juflice,. while every 
avenue of the royal palace echoed with the found. 

In thi^dilemma, decifion became an imperious duty ; 
and in order to allay the popular ferment, both houfes 
were obliged to fign a proteflation, the purport of which 
was, that each individual would exert himfelf to the ut- 
moft to defend the eflablifhed religion, and the privi- 
leges of parliament; and fhould likewile do all in his 
power to bring to condign punifhment all who, by force 
or confpiracy, plotted againft either. With this th$ 
populace were fatisfied, and quietly difperfed. 

The Irifli no fooner difeovered that a man whofe 
government had been fo obnoxious to them was under 
trial, than they fent a deputation to both houfes, to re- 
pfefenj their own grounds of complaint; by which the 
charges brought againft Strafford in England \yere par- 
tially fubftantiated, and his condemnation was rendered 
certain. 

So vigilant, indeed, were the commons, fo apprehen- 
ftve that the accufed might-ire fraudulently delivered out 
of their hands, or have any poftibility of efcaping, that 
they petitioned to have the guards at the Tower ftrength- 
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encd ; and when it was rumoured that the mifitary 
power in that fortrefs was about to be committed to a 
fworn friend of Strafford’s, they remonffrated againft 
the appointment, and the king was obliged to withdraw 
the order. 

Secure in this refpett, they meditated fchemes ft ill 
more deftnuftive of the conftitution ; and, as it often 
happens in public and private contentions, the aggrieved 
became the aggreflbr. Charles had been loudly cenfured 
for betraying an inclination to extend the prerogative; 
but the commons now took a ftep which violated all 
conftitutional authority. Forefeeing that in the laft ex- 
tremity the king might diffolve the parliament, and by 
this means elude their vengeance againft Strafford, they 
declared their fitting permanent, at leaft till both houfes 
fhould concur in a difibiution. 

The matter was now brought to a crifis. Charles 
immediately fummoned his privy council; and the pre- 
vailing advice was, to fatisfy the wilhes of his people^ 
alledging, with great appearance of truth, that the life 
of one man was not to be balanced with the tran- 
quillity and fafety of the kingdom.. The confcientious, 
though infatuated, king ftill felt all the anguilh of regret 
at the idea of being obliged to pafs fentence on a man. 
whom he efteemed as one of his moft faithful fervants, 
and who was fuffering only in his caufe. He was irre- 
folute, and diftrafted by contending principles. 

Strafford, apprifed of his royal mafter’s diftrefs,. with 
a fenfe of duty and attachment of .which we have few 
examples, wrote a moft pathetic letter to the king, con- 
juring him to pafs the bill which was to remove him 
from the ftage of life; in hopes that this meafure would?, 
for ever eftablifh harmony between the fovereign ansi’ 1 S 



l86 SIR THOMAS WENTWORTH. 
his people; adding, “ that his confent would more acquit 
his itiajefty to God than all the world could do befides.” 
“ To a willing man,” faid he, “ there can be no injury 
done.” 

After paffing two days and nights in a ftate of per- 
plexity not to be defcribed, harafled by his parliament, 
befet by his people, and counfelled by his cabinet to 
fubmit, Charles at laft figned the fatal warrant for exe- 
cution, and, by this a£t, paved the way for his own 
downfal. 

On the 12th of May, 1641, the earl of Strafford was 
brought to the fcaffold on Tower-hill: he afcended it 
with the moft perfeft refolution and compofme, and 
took an affeftionate farewel of his forrowing relation* 
and friends. To his brother, who was weeping ex- 
ceffively, he thus addrefled himfelf with a cheerful coun- 
tenance:—“ What do you fee in me to deferve thefe 
tears. Does any indecent fear betray in me a guilt, or 
my innocent boldnefs any atheifm ? Think now you 
are accompanying me the third time to my marriage- 
bed. Never did I throw off my clothes with greater 
freedom and content, than in this preparation to my 
grave. That flock” pointing to the block, “muft be 
my pillow; here fliall I reft from all my labours: no 
thoughts of envy, no dreams of treafon, no jealoufies nor 
cares for the king, the ftate, or myfelf, fliall interrupt 
this eafy deep. Therefore, brother, with me pity thofe, 
who, contrary to their intentions, have made me happy. 
Rejoice in my felicity, rejoice in my innocence.” 

Then kneeling down, he made the following ani- 
mated proteftation :—■“ I hope, gentlemen, you will not 
think that either the fear of lofs of life, or the love of 
reputation, will fuffer me to belie my God and my own 
coufcience, at fuch a aioment, I am now in the very 
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door going out, and my next ftep will be from time to 
eternity, either of peace or pain To clear myfelf before 
you all, 1 do here folemnly call God to witnefs, I am 
not guilty, fo far as I can underftand, of the great crime 
laid to my charge; nor have I ever had the leaft inclina- 
tion or intention to damnify or prejudice the king, the 
flare, the laws, or the religion of this kingdom; but with 
my bed endeavours to ferve all, and to fupport all; fo 
may God be merciful to my foul l” 

Then riling up, he exprefled his delire of addrefling 
the people ; nd a profound filence enfuing, he made an 
animated and pathetic harangue, in which he exculpated 
himfeif of every principal charge that had been alledged 
againft him, profefled the rectitude of his heart, and his 
attachment to his royal mafter and the conftitution in 
church and (late; declared his forgivenefs of all his ene- 
mies; and concluded with requefting the pardon of all 
whom he had offended by word or deed. 

Having finilhed, he faluted the friends who attended 
him on the fcaflfold, deliring their prayers, and with the 
utmoft devotion addrefled himfeif to the Majefty of hea- 
ven for nearly half an hour, concluding with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

After this he fent his laft benedi£iion to his family in 
terms of the warmelt affeftion; and, preparing himfeif 
for the block, laid down his head with furprifing forti- 
tude and calmnefs, and at one blow he was no more. 

Not with (landing the dignified manner in which the 
carl of Strafford had conduced himfeif in this lall feene, 
no tears from the people attended his death. On the 
contrary, his execution was regarded as a matter of tri- 
umph ; and numbers who had flocked to fee it, returned 
into the country, waving their hats in all the exultation ' 
of barbarous joy. 
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The abilities of Strafford were far above mediocrity, 

and his eloquence was very confiderable. In point of 
perfonal courage, and thofe accomplifliments which 
befit the gentleman, he deferved high praife ; but at the 
fame time it muft be confeffed that he was inordinately 
ambitious, arrogant, and paffionate. In his manner of 
living he pra£tifed habitual temperance; and his appli- 
cation to bufinefs was extreme. In private life he is 
reprefented as a warm and generous friend ; and, had he 
lived in a more tranquil age,, or performed in a lefs 
public theatre, he might have defcended to a peaceful 
grave, not only without cenfure, but with applaufe. 

After the reftoration, the bill of attainder was re- 
verfed as a ftigma on the national juftice, and hisr foa 
mkerited his titles and eftates. 

XXII. JOHN HAMPDEN. 
Born- 1594.—Died 1643. 

Item 36./ E.izaii ib'to 18/A CUr'.es /. 
TO appreciate the real merits of political men from 
the hillory of their own times, is one of the moft difficult 
talks that the biographer can undertake. The befr in- 
tention is too often fullied by the event; and prejudice, 
or partiality, fees with diftorted optics the concatena- 
tion of caufes which lead to an important cataftrophe. 
But an impartial pofteri'ty removes the glare of falfe co- 
louring, and eftimates character from its obvious ten- 
dency to good or evil its innate propenfity to virtue or 
vice. 



JOHN HAMPDEN. 
While the long exploded doftrines of paffive obedi- 

ence and non-refiftance were in vogue, Hampden was 
pourtrayed as the Cataline of his age : but no fooner 
did conftitutional liberty aflame its proper form, and 
the intereft and the glory of the fovereign become 
intimately and indiflblubly united with thofe of the peo- 
ple, than he was regarded as the champion of his coun- 
try’s rights, and a martyr for her independence. 

John Hampden was defcended from a long tine of an- 
ceftors, fettled at Great Hampden, in Buckinghamlhire, 
and, by the maternal fide, was nearly related to Oliver 
Cromwell. London claims the honour of his birth; 
but this unimportant point refts only on tradition, and 
indeed a dark veil is thrown over his early years. We 
find no traces of the future patriot in his juvenile days, 
no indications of the chara&er which be was about to 
aflume, or the part which he was deftined to perform. 
Actions are frequently the r'el'ult of fortuitous circum- 
ftanoes, and talents are elicited by the preffure of the 
moment. Had Hampden been born at any other pe- 
riod, or met with lefs urgent occafions for a difplay of 
his patriotifm, it is probable that his name might now 
have been unknown to fame. Thoufands are carried 
down the ftream. of oblivion, without ever having an 
opportunity of cifclofing their virtues or their vices; and 
join their kindred dufl, unnoticed and unregarded. 

Perhaps in this ne^eftei fpot is laid Some heart once pregnant with celeftial lire ; Hands, tliat the rod of empire might have fway’d Or v/ak’d to extafy the living lyre. 
Full many a gem of pared ray, ferene, The dark, ur.fathom’d caves of ocean bear ; Full many a flow’r is born to blulh unfeen, And wade its fwettnefs on the defart air. 
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Some village Hampden, that with dauntlefs breafl The little tyrant of his fields with flood y Some mute inglorious Minion here muy reft; Some Cromwell, guiltlefs of his country’s bloud. 

Grav’s Elect. 
About the fifteenth year of his age, he was admitted 

a gentleman commoner of Magdalen college Oxford; 
whence he /emoved, without taking any degree, to the 
inns of court. His progrefs in the fiudy of the laws ap- 
pears to have been confiderable, and he might have 
made a diftinguiflied figure at the bar, had not the death 
of his father early put him into pofleffion of a fplendid 
fortune. 

In the bofom of affluence, without a check on his 
youthful paffions, it is faid that he gave way to the na-y 

tural confequences of fuch a fituation, and ran into the 
ufual diffipations of young men of fortune; but without 
that degradation of chara&er and probity, which fome 
incur. His fenfe and his reafon foon recalled him from 
every excefs, and he began to aflbciate with perfons of 
more auftere and correct manners; while his natural 
vivacity of temper and difpofition remained the fame. 

Though undeviating wifdom may not always attend 
the young, in every fenfible mind there is a germ of re- 
flexion ; and happy is it for thofe who early arrive at the 
ftationary point of moderation. Hampden’s views feem 
to have expanded with his change of manners; and he 
qualified himfelf in the Ihade for the public part which 
he was afterwards called to perform. 

Having married ,3 lady of confiderable fortune and 
connexions, he was returned to parliament in 1626; and 
efpoufing the popular caufe, he was ftrenuous in pro- 
moting an inquiry into the national grievances. His 
fhrewdnefs and talents for oratory recommended him to 
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the leading men of his party, and his refolution foou 
made him confpicuous He protefted agauift levying 
the duties of tonnage and poundage with peculiar vehe- 
mence ; and was taken into cuftody for refufing to ad- 
vance money on loans, not fan&ioned by the voice of 
parliament. 

The applaufe which this conduit gained him frotn 
the people fixed his principles; for it appears to have 
been the character of Hampden to advance with caution, 
but never to recede with wavering flaps, ft was not, 
however, till 1636, that his energy and fortitude diftin- 
guiflied him from the reft of his compatriots. At that 
time, when arbitrary power was making continual en- 
croachments on the liberty of the fubjeft, and had al- 
tnoft reached its acme of violence, Charles, by one 
ftroke of impolicy, committed himfelf with an indivi- 
dual, and eventually with the nation. Hampden had 
been afleffed the fmall fum of twenty fhillings, in aid of 
what was called jhip-momy; which was attempted to be 
raifed by a writ under the great fqal* without the con- 
currence of parliament- He fingly refifted this illegal 
exaftion, unawed by authority, undaunted by menaces, 
unabafhed by calumny, and incorruptible by bribes. 
The caufe was brought to trial in the court of exchequer, 
and folemnly argued by the colle&ive abilities of the bar 
for twelve days fucceflively; but, as' might naturally be 
expefted, judgment went againft him. According to 
Clarendon, however, who was none of his panegyrifts, 
he conducted himfelf in this grand trial with fuch 
temper and modefty, that he actually obtained more 
credit by lofing it, than the king did himfelf fervice by 
gaining it. What had been hitherto yielded out of 
affeCtion, was now paid with murmuring reluCtance; and 
the eyes of all men were turned on Hampden, as the 
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pilot, who was to condud them through the fiorm; the 
champion, who was to contend for the legal rights of 
all. 

His popularity now became fo great, that he was re- 
garded as the father of his country, and the intrepid 
alTertor of its liberties. He received the glorious appel- 
lation of the Patriot Hampden, and this title he 
never forfeited. He watched every meafure of the court 
with jealous rircumfpeftion, and defeated every attempt 
againft civil liberty with a prudence that entitled him to 
refpeft even from his opponents, and with a zeal that 
nothing could withftand. The depofitary of the na- 
tional confidence, he held his trull as moft facred ; yet 
he appears to have been adluated by no motives of per- 
fonal hoflility to his fovereign, by no views of aggran- 
dizement for himfelf. 

If he refilled arbitrary power, it was to lave the eon- 
llitution inviolate; and, on the meeting of the long par- 
liament in 1640, his power and interell to do good or 
harm, in the opinion of lord Clarendon, were greater 
than any man’s in the kingdom, or than any man of his 
rank pofiefled at any time. His reputation for honefty 
tfas univerfal, and he appeared to be guided by fuch 
public principles, that no private or finifler ends could 
give them an improper bias. 

Having taken an active part in the profecution of 
Strafford and Laud, and thofe obnoxious perfons having 
been removed, it is faid that Hampden, unwilling to 
proceed to farther extremities, projected a coalition of 
parties, and afpired to none of the fplendid and lucrative 
offices of the flate for himfelf, but merely fo the appoint- 
ment of being tutor to the Prince of Wales. Senfible 
that the misfortunes of the nation arofe from the mif- 
taken principles of the fovereign, anxious to corr&fl 
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father than to overthrow the conftitution, he rationally 
concluded, that he could not perform a more effential 
fervice to his country, than by forming the prince’s 
mind to legitimate fentiments of government. At firft 
it appears that Charles liftened to overtures of accom- 
modation, but, prompted by his evil genius, he retraced 
his conceffions; and this apparent want of fincerity de- 
termined the part that Hampden was to aft. 

The parliament now faw there was no alternative but 
implicit fubmiffion or open refinance, and the fcene be- 
gan to unfold which gradually deluged the coantry in 
blood, and opened the flood-gates of anarchy. As 
Charles levied forces by his prerogative, the parliament, 
forefeeing againft whom their operation was to be 
direfted, railed an army for the defence of the Hate, 
and Hampden accepted the command of a regiment of 
foot. 

As he had been inlfrumental in bringing matters to 
this crifis, fo he was one of the firft that commenced the 
civil war. The king had placed a garrifon at Brill, in 
Buckinghamlhire, a few miles from Oxford; the fitua- 
tion of which gave it a confiderable command. This 
ftation Hampden attacked ; and difplayed the fame cou- 
rage in the field as eloquence in the fenate. But his 
military career was of fiiort duration: he was foon after 
mortally wounded in a Ikirmifli with prince Rupert in 
Chalgrove-field, near Thame, in Oxfordfliire; and, after 
languilhing fix days, died, to the unfpeakable regret and 
confternation of his party. It feems his incautious 
bravery precipitated his fate; and the royalifts exulted 
in his death, as if the bufinefs had been fettled, and con- 
fidered it as a juft judgment on the mod aftive partizaa 
of rebellion. Yet it is believed that the king, when he 
heardof his lamentable fituation, fent his own phyfician 
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to attend him, (as a mark of perfonal refpefl; and if we 
can judge from the antecedent conduit of the man, this 
favour, had he Jived, would have been returned with in- 
tereft. His natural difpofition, the integrity of his heart, 
and the influence which he had acquired, in all proba- bility womM have co-operated to fhve both the king and 
tire cooftitution from final deftruition. 

Though he had refifted the encroachments of arbi- 
trary power, he would have bowed to legitimate autho- 
rity; and had his life been fpared, there can fcarcely be 
a doubt, but he would have oppofed the ufurpation of 
Cromwell with equal refolution and fuccefs. The credit 
which he had gained would have fpeedily raifed him to 
the command of the army; and, as he was never known 
to exercife authority but for what he regarded as the 
public good, it may charitably be prefumed, that he 
would have liftened with pleafure to the concefliona 
which the unhappy Charles was afterwards induced to 
make. 

Let the fate, however, of Hampden, and the confe- 
quences which enfued from his oppofitioh, pure as it 
might be, teach the propriety of lenient meafures, and 
the extreme danger of engaging in civil confli&s. The 
firft agents in reform may pofiibly be influenced Jjy the 
moft patriotic views ; but, when once popular oppofition 
is roufed. and the bands of eftablifhed government are 
loofened, the power may foon be wrefted from the hands- 
which before wielded it, and men of the moil; corrupt 
principles ufurp the reins. Then flows in all the tide of 
mifery which the virtuous feek to avoid, but the impe- 
tuofity of which they are unable to reftrain. The hif- 
tory of all ages and of all nations confirms this incontro-. 
vertible maxim, “ that violence may demolifh, but can- 
not repair; and that every melioration of the conftitution. 
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of a country muft be effeduated by gradual and almoft 
imperceptible means in order to render it falutary and 
permanent.” 

The character of a man who (lands fo prominent on 
the hiftoric canvas of the period in which he lived, and 
who may furnifh both an incentive and a warning to 
future patriots, ought not to be difmiflTed without fur- 
ther notice. We (hall not, however, attempt to draw 
a new charafter. The dark fide has been forcibly deli- 
neated by the noble hiftorian of the civil wars: the 
bright, by the celebrated Mrs. Macaulay. As a proof of 
ihapartiality, we fubjoin both; nor can either be read 
without advantage. 

“ He was,” fays lord Clarendon, “ a man of much 
greater cunning, and it may be, of the mod difcerning 
fpirit, and of the greateft addrefs and infinuation to 
bring any thing to pafs which he defired, of any man of 
that time, and who laid the defign deeped. H? was of 
that rare affability and temper in debate, and of that 
feeming humility and fubmiffion of judgment, as if he 
brought no opinion of his own with him, but a defire of 
information and indrudlion : yet he had fo fubtle a way, 
and under the notion of doubts infinuating his ob- 
jeftions, that he infufed his own opinions into thofe 
from whom he pretended to learn and receive them. 
And even with them who were able to preferve them- 
felves from his infufions, and difcerned thofe opinions to 
to be fixed in him with which they could not comply, he 
always left the character of an ingenuous and confcien-, 
tious perfon. He was, indeed, a very wife man, and of 
great parts, and poflefied with the mod abfolute fpirit of 
popularity, and the mod abfolute faculties to govern 
the people, of any man I ever knew. For the fird year 
of the parliament, he feemed rather to moderate aad 
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foften the violent and diftempered humours, than to in- 
flame them. But wife and difpaffionate men plainly dif- 
cerned that that moderation proceeded from prudence and 
obfervation that the feafon was not ripe, rather than that 
he approved of the moderation ; and that he begot many 
opinions and notions, the education whereof he committed 
to other men; fo far difguifing his own defigns, that he 
feemed feldom to with more than was concluded. And 
in many grofs conclutions, which would hereafter contri- 
bute to defigns not yet fet on foot, when he found them 
fufliciently backed by a majority of voices, he would with- 
draw himfelf before the queftion, that he might feem not- 
to confent to fo much vifible unreafonableneft*; which 
produced as great a dcubt imfome, as it did approbation in 
others, of his integrity. After he wasamong thofe members 
accufed by the king of high treafon, he was much altered: 
his nature and carriage feeming much fiercer than it did 
before: and without queftion, when he-ftrft drew his- 
fword, he threw away the fcabbard. He was veiy 
temperate in diet, and a fupreme governor over all his 
paflions and affefUons; and had thereby a great power 
over other men's. He was of ah induflry and vigilance 
not to be tired out or wearied by the moft laborious; and- 
of parts not to be impofed upon by the moft fubtle and 
fliarp; and of a perfonahcourage equal to his beft parts t 
fo that he was an enemy not to-be wiftied, wherever he 
might have been made a friend , and as much to be ap- 
prehended where he was fo, as any man could dcferve to 
be. And therefore his death was no lefs pleafiug to the 
one party, than it was condoled in the other. In a word, 
what was laid of Cinna might well be applied to him r 
he hada head to contrive, a tongue to perfuade, and a hand 
to execute any mifchief;. or, as the hiHorian fays elie- 
where, “ any good.” 
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. u Clarendon,” remarks Mrs. Macaulay, “ has pretended 
to draw the exact portraiture of this eminent perfonage; 
but, though marked with thofe partial lines which diftin- 
guilh the hand of the hiftorian, it is the teftimony of an 
enemy to virtues poflefled only by the foremoft rank of 
men. With all the talents and virtues which render pri- 
vate life ufefulj amiable, and refpeftable, were united in 
Hampden, in thehighefi degree, thofe excellencies which 
guide the jarring opinions of popular counlels to deter- 
mined points; and, whilft he penetrated into the moft 
fecret defigns of other men, he never difcovered more of 
his own inclinations than was neceffary to the purpofein 
hand. In debate he was fd much a mailer, that, joining 
the art of Socrates with the graces of Cicero, he fixed his 
own opinion under the modeft guife of defiring to im- 
prove by that of others; and, contrary to the nature of 
«lifputes, left a pleafing impreflion, which prejudiced his 
antagonifl in his favour, even when he had not convinced 
or altered his judgment. His carriage was fo generally, 
uniformly, and unaffeftedly affable; his converfation fo 
enlivened by his vivacity, fo feafoned by his knowledge 
and underftanding; and fo well applied to the genius, 
humour, and prejudices of thofe he converfed with, that 
his talents to gain popularity were abfolute. With qua- 
lities of this high nature, he potTelTed in council penetra- 
tion and difcernment, with a fagacity on which no one 
could Impofe, an induftry and vigilance which were in- 
defatigable, with the entire maftery of his paffions and 
affeftions: an advantage which gave him infinite fupe- 
riority over lefs regulated minds. If was him the party 
relied on to animate the cold councils of their general 5 
it was his example and influence they trufted to keep him 
honeft to the intereft of the public; and to preferve to 
the parliament the afftftions of the army. Had he been 
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at firft appointed to the fupreme military command, the 
civil war, under all theliorrorsof which the country larr- 
guiflied more than three years, would have been but of 
a fliort continuance.” 

XXIII. DR. WILLIAM HARVEY. 
Born 1578.—Died 1657. 

From 20tb Eliza 'eth to §tb Charles II. 
In every walk of life, and in every profeffion, Britain 
bas reafon to be proud of her fons. The healing art, in 
particular, has not only been carried to a very great de- 
gree of praftical perfe&ion by fome of our illuftrious 
countrymen, but many of the moft valuable and falutary 
difcoveries in phvfioiogy and anatomy exciufively belong 
to them. Lo medical author, however, has gained more 
gloiy than Hm vey. His inveftigations led to the moft 
important ends, and tend to the benefit of all mankind to 
the late ft pofterity. They throw a luftre on his profclEon 
and his name, which envy cannot tarnifli or malevolence 
conceal. 

This celebrated phyfician was the eldeft fon of a gen- 
teel family, fettled at Folkftone, in Kent. When he had 
reached his tenth year, he was fent to the grammar-fehool 
at Canterbury, where being well imbued with claffical 
learning, he was removed at an early age to Gonvil and 
Cains college, Cambridge In this univerfity he dili- 
gently applied to fuch ftudies as were fundamentally con- 
ne&ed with medicine j and, after fix years fpent on the 
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bmks of Cam, he commenced his foreign travels, with a 
view folely to proficiency 4n his deftined profeffion. 
Retiring to Padua in Italy, he attended the ledtures of 
the famous Fabricius of Aquapendente, on anatomy ; of 
Iwmodaus on pharmacy; and of Caflerius on furgery. 
Under fuch diftinguilhed mafters, with a mind naturally 
inquifitive, and wholly devoted to medical ftudies and re- 
fearches, his progrefs muft have been rapid ; but whether 
he had yit conceived the idea which led to his future 
fame, is a faft that cannot now be unveiled. He flayed t© 
graduate in that univerfity; and, at the age of twenty- 
four, returned to his native land. 

Being immediately admitted to the degree of doftor in 
phyfic at Cambridge, he fettled in London, and entered 
on the pra&ice of his profdfion. By gradual advances 
he rofe to confiderable eminence; was chofen a fellow 
of the college of phyficians, and appointed phylician to 
St Birtholomew’s holpital. 

In 161:, he was chofen by the college to read an ana- 
tomical and chirurgical ltdture; and it is probable th^t 
this gave him thefirfl opportunity of difclofing his lei ti- 
ments repeating toe peculiar ftrufture of the heart, and 
the circulation of the blood. His ideas on this fubje& 

.he threw out with caution and gradually developed the 
important principles to which they led; but when he had 
thoroughly ranvaffei his own hypothesis, fortified it by 
arguments, and confirmed it by reiterated experiments, 
he pubhftied, at Frankfort, a Latin treatife, concerning 
“ the Motion of the Heart and Blood.” This w rk, in 
the opinion of the beft judges, is a mafter,piece of per- 
fpicuity in arrangement, and of nervous reafoning; nor 
was its literary merit .inferior to the fublitne do&rines 
which it was inti nded to eftablifh. 

But though Harvey’s difeovery was of the laft import* 
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ance in the healing art, and deferved the candid reeep* 
tion, if not the high approbation of all, he met with that 
fate which fuperior merit muft not hope to efcape. He 
was envied by thofe who could not comprehend the value 
of his doftrine; he was traduced by the dull plodderS'ln S 
the trammels of eftablifhed prejudices, who could not 
reach his heights. His own profeffion in particular for 
fome time regarded his opinions as heretical, or danger- 1 
ous; and, if they were not able to confine him, they ’ 
raifed a war of words, .in which argument was loft, and | 
truth and reafon were treated as the worft of foes. It ap- ] 
pears from a letter of Harvey to one of his friends, that 
in proportion as he deferved reputation, his practice as a j 
phylician diminiflied; and that the moft ignoble arts 
were ufed to deprefs a man whom obloquy could not de- 
preciate, and whofe applaufe was one day to become uni- 
verfal through the world. 

Even foreign phyficians entered warmly into the con* 
troverfy, and either attacked the truth of his hypothefis, 
of denied him the praife of originality. It is thus in 
every branch of fcience, and in every great and meri- 
torious performance. Thofe who have benefited or en- 
lightened mankind, have too frequently been made the 
victims of their virtues or their knowledge; and envy, 
which cannot endure to behold living worth, has relented 
only at the grave. 

But Harvey, though he fuffered from the ftorm, had 
the Angular felicity to outlive its fury, and to fee the 
world preffing forward to pay him the homage due to 
an original genius, and a benefa&or of his kind. The 
more his fyftem was criticifed, the more its validity was 
eftablifhed ; and like gold which had been tried, it came 
brighter out of the furnace. By degrees the circulation 
of the blood was generally received ; and men began t# 
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i-wonder why fuch a palpable truth had io long been ua- 
difcovered and fo long oppofed. 

In 1623, king James appointed Dr. Harvey a fuper- 
munerary phyfician in ordinary, with a promile he fliould 
fucceed on the firft vacancy. He was afterwards made 
phyfician to Charles I. and attended his majefiy at the 
battle of Edge-hill, and from thence to Oxford, w’here 
he was incorporated doftor in phyfic. Soon after, by 
the ki ng’s particular recommendation, he was eleftffd war- 
den of Merton college, in that univerfity j bbt the power 
of the parliament prevailing, he was obliged to relinquilh 
this dignity, and retired to the vicinity of London. 

In 1651, he publillied a very valuable book on the 
generation of animals; but, being obnoxious to the do- 
mineering party for his adherence to Charles, his houfe 
was plundered of all the furniture, and all his manufcripts 
carried off, and irrecoverably loft. 

Next year, however, having lived to filence envy, aft'd 
to make oppofition aftiaraed of Ihewing its face, a ftatue 
was erefted to his honour by the college of phylicians j 
and two years after he was chofen prelident of that body, 
in his abfence. This diftin&ion he declined with due 
acknowledgements, on account of his age and increafidg 
infirmities; but as a teftimony of his gratitude, having no 
children, he made the college his heirs, and fettled his 
whole paternal eftate upon them. He had previoufly 
built a room for them to afiemble in, and fitted up a li- 
brary ; and now he inftituted an annual commemoration 
of benefa&ors, with a proper falary; and attended the 
firft, in perfon. The Harvcian oration ftill continues to 
be delivered; and the afpiring and ingenious pbyfician 
wfio is appointed to pronounce it, has thus an honourable 

! opportunity of fliewing his tafte, his learning, his fltillf 
K‘ 
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or his hifcoveries, before the moft competent judges of 
his arts. 

During the latter part of his life, Harvey became a 
(martyr to the gout; and refigned his breath with general ! 
admiration and regret, on the 3d of June, 1657. He j 

:was buried at Hempftead, in EfTex, where a monument i 
: was erefted to his memory 

Befides an eminent (kill in every branch of fcience i 
-more immediately oonnedted with his profeffion, he was ; 
ijvell; verfed in general literature. He was-laborioufly ; 
ItudioUs, regular, and virtuous in his life; and not only' 
an exponent phylician, but an excellent man. His 

.-modefty, his candour, and his piety, u’ere equal to his l 
.knowledge ; and the more he penetrated into the wonders ■ 

-of nature, the more he was inclined to adore its divine, 
.author. With regard to his grand difcovery, the circula-i 
tion of the blood, it was foon confefled to be founded onl 

!the folid bafis of reafon and experience, and can never be 
controverted .more. Of what confequence it was in the. 
art of medicine, may be inferred from this, that it is,! 

, perhaps, itappffible to define health and ficknefs in fewer! 
Words, than “ by ftyling the former a free, and the latter* 
an ohfirudled circulation.” 

XXIV. ADMIRAL BLAKE. 
Born 1599.—Died 1659. 

Fiom \\Jl EiiXalctb to xcth Charles IT. 
N EVER was our national glory greater among fo-jc 
reigners than during the ufurpation of Cromwell, ana 
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never was it more difgraced at home. Fanaticifm and 
impofture pervaded all ranks: the great mafs of the 
people became the dupes of a few faftious leaders; and 
the deep diflimulaiion of the prote&or rendered hypocrify 
fafhionable, even among thofe who had fenfe enough to 
laugh at the filly tricks which were played to gain po- 
pularity. 

But as far as external relations were concerned, Crom- 
well aflumed an abfolute tone, and fpake without difguife. 
He felt for his country’s honour: he infpired his com- 
manders with a portion of his own refolution and deci- 
five conduft, and fent them to conquer or to die. Awed 
by no rank, and proof againft all intrigues, he dictated 
to other courts, rather than negociated : while the force 
of his genius and the fuperiority of his arms were con- 
fefied by nations which durft not brave his power, nor 
infult his ufurped authority. 

Among the heroes whom the enthufiafm of the times 
awakened into life and aftion. Admit at Blake has made his 
name immortal. High as our naval reputation had flood 
at antecedent periods, he exalted it many degrees by his 
eohdu& and intrepidity; nor can the brilliancy of his 
achievements be eclipfed, or, indeed, fcarcely rivalled, 
by the great eft difplays of courage and prowefs that later 
times have witnefled. 

Robert Blake was a native of Bridgewater, in Somerfet- 
fliire, and was initiated in clafiical learning at the gram- 
mar-fchodl of that town. His father was a merchant; 
but what was the original defiination of the fon cannot 
now be known. It is certain that he was fent to the 
Ufriverfity of Oxford, where he fit ft ftudied at Alban-hall, 
and afterwards at Wadham-college. In 1617* he was ad- 
mitted to the degree of bachelor of arts; but we have no 
farther account of his progrefs or his views, till fix years 
after, when he compofed fome verfes on the death of 
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Camden the antiquary, and foon after quitted the uni* 
verfity. 

Early tinctured with republican fentiments, and preju* 
diced againft the hierarchy, from the feverity of his dio- 
cefan. Laud, who prefled uniformity with impolitic zeal, 
Blake began to adopt puritanical, principles; and, by the 
ingenuous bluntnefs of his manner, foon recommended 
himfelf to that party, who procured his return to parlia- 
ment for his native borough, in 164Q. 

Elected under fuch aufpices, the line of conduct which 
he had to pmfue was obvious. On the commencement 
of the civil war, he declared for the parliament; but we 
have no evidence of his diftindtion either in the fenate or 
the field, for fome time. He feems at fit ft to have been 
confidered rather as an honcft than a great man. The 
period had not yet arrived which was to develope his 
natnral energies; and he might be faid to referable the 
ufelefs gold in the mine, which requires a proper ftamp 
to give it currency. 

It was not long, however, that he remained under the 
flumd of obfcurity ; but the firft difplay of his talents was 
in the military, not the naval line. Having the com- 
mand of a fmall fort at Briftol, in 1643, under colonel 

Fiennes, who occupied the city, after prince Rupert had 
carried the place by capitulation, Blake continued to de- 
fend the conneaed poft, and killed fome of the royalifts. 
This exafperated the prince to fuch a degree, that he 
threatened to hang him ; and was only diverted from his 
intention by perceiving the palpable ignorance of Blake 
in the laws of war. 

Efcaping this danger, he afterwards ferved in Somer- 
fetfhire, and being generally beloved, he was very in- 
ftrumental in fupporting the caufe of parliament. B/ 
means of the good intelligence which he was able to pro- 
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ture, he furprized Taunton, in conjunSion with fir Ro- 
bert Pye, and was foon after appointed governor of that 
place, then one of the moft important garrifons in the 
weft. 

In this fituation his talents and refolution foon became 
eminently confpicuous. The ftri&nefs of his difcipline, 
and the endearing rrtanner in which he conducted him- 
felf towards the townfmen, enabled him to hold out a 
long time againft the royal forces; and when a breach 
was at laft effefted, and Goring got poflefiion of a part of 
the town, Blake held out the caftle and its environs, 
with unfhaken bravery and perfeverance, till relief ar- 
rived. For this important fervice, he was handfomely 
remunerated by Parliament; and was now confidered as 
a man qualified for hazardous enterprizes, and trufts of 
ftili greater refponfibility. 

However, his adherence to the popular fide had not 
obliterated his fenfe of right and wrong. He declared 
Sgainft the legality of Charles’s trial; and frequently 
profefled, that he would as freely venture his life to fave 
the king’s, as ever he had done to ferve the parliament. 
Whether this arofe from the natural humanity of his dif- 
pofuion, or a reverence ■ for royalty, is doubtful. His 
fubfequent conduft, however, inclines us to believe, that 
the former w’as the caufe of his compunftion ; for after 
the king’s death, he wholly fell in with the republican 
party ; and, next to Cromwell, was juftly confidered as 
the ableft officer in the fervice. 

Blake had hitherto fignalized himfelf only by land, 
but his deftiny led him to triumph on a new element. In 
1649, he was appointed to command the fleet in con- 
jun&ion with Deane and Popham; and, failing for Ire- 
land, blocked up' prince Rupert in Kinfdale harbour. 
That gallant officer defparing of relief by fea, and find- 
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ir>g Cromwell ready to pofleis the town by land, took 
the defperate refolution of forcing his way through 
Blake’s fquadron, which he effefted with the lofs of three 
fhips. 

The royal fleet fleered for Lifbon, where it was pro- 
ttCled by the. king of Portugal j but Blake foon after 
coming^up, on attempting to enter the port, was fired 
upon from the caflle. Immediately dropping anchor, 
he fent to enquire the caufe of their hoftility ; but net 
receiving a fatisfa&ory anfwer, he boldly failed up the 
river within two miles of prince Rupert’s fleet, and again 
folicited permiflion to attack if. This being refufed, 
Blake took five richly-laden Brazil fillps, and made his 
Portuguefe majefty acquainted, that unlefs he ordered 
prince Rupert to depart, he would feize on the remain* 
der of the fleet from America. 

Some time after, the prince endeavouring to efcape, 
was driven back by Blake, who now captured the Portu- 
guefe fliips without mercy, and difpatched'feveral of 
them to England. In OTober, 1650, he fell in with a 
fleet of twenty-three fail from Brazil, of which he funk 
the admiral, and took the vice admiral, with eleven fliips 
richly laden. Reaving now to return home with his booty, or per- 
haps withdrawing from Lifbon that prince Rupert might 
be drawn from his retreat, he fell in with two French 
men-of-war whieh were in fearch of the Englifh royal 
fleet, and captured one of them, repor ted to be worth a 
million fieri mg, which he fent into Calais. 

By this time prince Rupert had got into Carthegena. 
Blake, being apprized of this, haflened thither; and re- 
quefied the governor, as the fubjeif of a power in amity 
with the parliament, to permit him to attack his enemy. 
The governor helitated till he could obtain iuflrudiguS 
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from his court; and in the mean time prince Rupert el* 
taped to Malaga. The vigilant Blake immediately came 
up with him; and, difdaining to temporize, he attacked 
him in the port, and burnt or deftroyed his whole fleet/ 
w irh the exception of only two fliips. 

This fervice achieved, he returned to Plymouth, re- 
ceived the thanks of the parliament, and was appointed 
warden of the cinque ports. 

In the following fummer he redhced the Scilly iflands,’ 
W’hich had held-out for the kihg; and then, failing for 
Guernfey, with fome difficulty he added that ifland to 
Ilie flate of England/ 

Being conftituted foie admiral on the breaking out of 
a Dutch war, in which the greateft commanders and bell 
equipped fhips were engaged, on each fide, that any age 
had produced^ and in Which the dominion of thefea was 
the fplendid objeft of cOhteft, he fought the celebrated 
Van Turnip with fuch bravery, though far inferior in 
force, that he compelled him to retreat. This aft bn, 
which was commenced by the Dutch, and in which 
Blake fingly bore the brunt for four hours, was one of 
the moft fevere and defperate in the annals of naval hif- 
tory, though indecifive in its confequences. 

The advantage however reded with the Englilh, and 
the dates of Holland feemed inclined for peace, but the 
the terms on which it was offered were fo exorbitant, 
that hpdilities were renewed with frefh vigour. In fe- 
veral pattial conflifls, Blake obtained frefh laurels, and 
diminifhed the firength of the enemy, but the Dutch, 
under their illuftrious commander, frill came forward 
with frefh armaments; and the Englifli fleet, being in 
want of provifions, were at length compelled to return 
to its anchorage in the Downs. 

Van Trump, with four fcore men-of-war, rcfolved to 
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attack Blake in this fituation. The Exiglifli had not 
above half the number of fliips, yet they maintained the 
aftion, with jundiminished refolution, from two in thfr 
morning till fix in the evening. At laft Blake, for the 
firft and only time, was obliged to retire from the enemy 
with fome Jofs, and to take fhelter in the Thames. 

The Dutch had alfo fuffered very confiderably, but fo 
elated was Van Trump with bis fuccefs, that he failed 
through the channel with a broom at the mall’s head, to 
fignify that he meant to fweep the fea of the Englifli. 
This exultation was of no long continuance. The Eng- 
lifli admiral being reinforced,attacked him with far infe- 
rior numbers; and, though feverely wounded, continued 
the engagement till night, and compelled the Dutch to 
retire, with the lofs of fix fliips. Next day the engage- 
ment was renewed, to the frelh difcomfiture of Trump, 
who continued retreating towards Bullogne. Night once 
more fufpended the fury of Blake; but on the third 
morning the conteft recommenced, and the Dutch were 
obliged to fecure themfelves from final ruin, by running 
among the flats of Dunkirk and Calais. In this hard- 
fought battle, which lafied for three fuccelfive days, the 
Dutch loll eleven Ihips of war, thirty merchantmen, 
and 1500 failors. On the part of the Englilb, only one 
Ihip was loft, but the lofs of men w'as nearly equal. 

Such a feries of vi&ories obtained by one mar, not 
originally bred to the fea, is almoll unparalleled; and mull 
convey a very high idea of Blake’s fuperior bravery and 
judgment. Not long after, Cromwell afTumed the fu- 
preme power, and the Dutch flattered themfelves that 
fuch an ufurpation would alienate the affections of the 
jEr.glilh officers, and leave the nation an eafy prey to their 
attacks. The fentiments ©f Blake on this qccafion flrew 
the fenfe he entertained of his duty, and the impropriety 
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of officers taking upon them a deliberative capacity. 
“ It is not for us,” faid he, “ to mind ftate affairs, but to 
keep foreigners from fooling us.” This patriotic maxim 
is applicable at all times; and will generally be found to 
aftuate the brave, whatever convulfions a government 
may undergo. 

Towards the end of the month of April, 1653., Blake 
having collefted a hundred Chips of war, flood over to 
the coaft of Holland, and forced the Dutch to take fliel- 
ter in the Texel. Here they were blocked up for fome 
time; but on the 3d of June an engagement took place, 
which was continued the fucceeding day, when the Eng- 
lifli obtained a complete vi&ory ; and the whole Dutch 
fleet muft either have been taken or funk, had they not 
fought for Chelter on the fands of Calais. 

The fucceeding autumn, Blake took his feat in par- 
liament, and received the folemn thanks of the houfe j 
and not long after, he was appointed one of the lords 
of the admiralty. In November, the following year, 
Cromwell difpatched him with a ftrong fleet into the* 
Mediterranean, with the ample commiflion to protect the 
EngliCh flag from every infult. The Algerines, intimidat- 
ed by his name, fought his amity by every conciliatory 
meafure; but the dey of Tunis fent him a haughty an- 
fwer, and defied his power. Blake, as was cuftomary 
when in a paflion, began to curl his whiikers; and, after 
a Chort confultation with his officers, failed into the bay 
of Port Ferino, filenced the guns of the caffle, and then 
manning his boats, burnt all the flapping, with a very 
trivial lofs on his own part. 

His name had long been formidable in Europe, but now 
it fpread terror over Africa: the piratical dates court- 
ed his forbearance with marks of fervility; while the 
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Italian princes fent magnificent embaflies to congratulate 
the proteflor on the fervices of Blake to Chriftendom in 
general. 

The war with Spain by this time waxing warm, our 
illuftrious commander exerted his utmoft efforts to ruin 
their maritime force in Europe, as Penn had done in the 
Weft-Indies! But his health was no longer equal to the 
energy of his mind, and he fequefted an affociate in the 
command, which was granted him, in the appointment 
of general Montague to be joint-admiral of the fleet. To 
Blake alone, however, did the nation and the navy look, 
up for proteffion and glory: he was one of thofe highly 
favoured men whom Fortune, in- her capricious freaks, 
never forfook : his mod daring attempts were fanftioned 
by her fmiles, and his fame was progreffive to the lad. 

Being dationed near the draits, he alternately annoyed 
the fliipping and the ports of Spain. His affivity was 
difplayed every where, and his intelligence enabled him 
to feize every probable opportunity of glory or of gain. 
While employed in blocking up the harbour of Cadiz,, 
he learned that the Spanifli plate-fleet had put into the 
bay of Santa Cruz, in the idand of Teneriffe. Deter- 
mined to attack it, he failed thither with twenty-five 
men-of-war; and on the 20th of April, 1657, arrived off 
the bav, where he faw nineteen dout (hips difpofed in 
the form of a crefcent. Near the mouth ofthe haven 
flood a cadis, furniflied with very heavy ordnance; be- 
fides which, the whole bay was lined by ilrong forts and a- 
chain of communication preferved between each, by files, 
of mufqueteers. Every other precaulion was taken by 
the Spanifli admiral, Don Diego Diagues, that milidary 
experience could deyife, although rather to prevent a fur- 
prife, than in contemplation of an open attack. 

The captain of a Dutch fliip, however, which then lay 
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iatbe bay, entertained different feiitiments, and had duly 
appreciated the character of Blake. He requefted leave 
to depart, and obferved to the admiral, “ I am very fure 
Blake will foon be among you.” “ Get you gone, if you 
wifh it, and let Blake come if he dares,” was the reply of 
the haughty Spaniard. 

Tne Englifli admiral did not want a challenge to fight. 
Having inftantly made preparations for the engagement, 
a fquadron of fliips was fele&ed from the whole fleet to 
to make the firft onfet, headed by captain Stayner, in the 
Speaker frigate;, who no fooner received his orders,than 
he flew with his canvas wings into the bay, and fell 
upon the Spanifli fliips, without appearing to regard 
the intenfe fire from the forts. Blake followed him with 
rapidity, and placing fome of his largeft fliips to pour 
broadfides into the caftle and forts, thefe played their 
part fo well,, that, in a fliort time, the Spaniards found 
their fituation too hot to.be tenable. 

Meanwhile, the admiral, in conjunftion with S.ayner,. 
attacked the (liips with fuch impetuofityythat, after a few 
hours’ conteft, the Spaniards were fairly beaten from, 
them, and they were left to the mercy of the captors. 
But, with all his exertions,. Blake found it impoflible to. 
carry them off; and therefore he ordered his men to fire 
them,.which was fo effectually executed, that they were 
all reduced to allies, except two, which funk downright.. 

This achieved, the. Englith began, to reflect on their 
own fituation. The wind blew fo flrong into the bay, 
that many of the bed officers defpaired of gening out;;. 
and as they lay under the fire of the caftle and forts, in a. 
few hours more they muff, have been torn to pieces, and 
the fortune of the day reverfed. 

What all the Ikill and bravery of Blake could not effeif,. 
Biovidence did for him. The wind fuddcnly veered to 
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another quarter, and carried them to the open fea, before 
the Spaniards could recover from their confternation, at 
this daring and decifive aftion, which is one of the moft 
remarkable ever performed by fea. “ It was fo miracu- 
lous,” fays lord Clarendon, “that all men who knew the 
place wondered how any fober man, with what cou- 
rage foever endowed, would ever have undertaken it; 
and they could hardly perfuade themfelves to believe 
what they had done; whilft the Spaniards comforted 
themfelves with the reflexion, that they were devils, and 
not men, who had accomplifhed fuch things.” 

No fooner was the news of this fignal viftory blazoned 
abroad, than a public thankfgiving was ordered on the 
occafion, and a diamond ring voted by Cromwell's par- 
liament to Blake, with other demonftrations of gratitude 
and refpeft to the whole fleet. 

The admiral refumed his former ftation on the coaft of 
Spain; but, his fhips becoming foul from long ufe, and 
himfelf falling into a dangerous diforder, which was 
aggravated by a fea life, and the want of thofe refrelh- 
roents which are only to be found on fliore, he refolved 
to return home. Finding his conftitution rapidly giving 
way to a complication of dropfy and fcurvy, the love of 
his native foil feems to have been uppermoft in his 
mind. He haflened his voyage, that he might, at leaft, 
reflgn his breath in a country which was dear to him by 
every tie which can bind a good man, and which he had 
aggrandized by his valour. In this with alone, was for- 
ttme unpropitious to his vows. He frequently enquired 
for land, but he lived to fee it only ; for he departed this 
life as the fleet was entering Plymouth, on the 17th of 
Auguft, 1657, in the fifty-eighth year of his age. 

The proteftor ordered him a pompous funeral, at the 
public expence ; but the tears and regret of his country. 
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men were the moft honourable eulogy on his memory. 
Never was any man, who had devoted himfelf to an 
ufurper, fo much refpe&ed by thofe of oppofite prin- 
ciples. Difinterefted, generous, liberal; ambitious only 
of true glory, and terrible only to the enemies of his 
country; he forms one of the moft perfect charafters of 
that age, and is the leaft ftained with any vice or mean- 
nefs. Clarendon obferves, that he was the firft man who 
brought Ihips to contemn caftles on ftiore; which had 
hitherto been thought very formidable, but were proved 
by him to be more alarming than dangerous. He was 
alfo the firft who infufed that refolution into feamen, of 
making them attempt whatever was poffible; and the firft 
who taught them to fight either in fire ©r water. In 
fhort, he was the Nelfon and the Sydney Smith of his 
day; and proved, that to dare is generally to command 
fuccefs. Few things, indeed, are imprafticable to hirrl 
who has a well-grounded confidence in his own powers, 
and who is diverted from his objeft by no feeming diffi- 
culties, nor lured from perfeverance by the blandifti- 
ments of eafe. 

After the reftoration, the remains of Blake were re- 
moved from the vault wherein they had been depofited, 
in Weftminfter-abbey. by the exprefs command of 
Charles II. and ignobly thrown into a pit with others, 
in St. Margaret’s church-yard; “in which place,” favs 
Wood, “ they now remain, without any other monument 
than that reared by his valour, which time itfelf can hardly 
tfface. 
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XXV. EDWARD HYDE, 
EARL of clareUdon, lord high chancellor of 

ENGLAND. 
Born 1608.—Died 1674. 

From §th James I. to o.yb Charles //.■ 
fo preferve integrity of conduct, and con fiftency of 

principle, amidft public convulfions, when force gene- 
rally fets right at defiance—to adhere to what is juft and 
honourable, regardlefs of what is expedient or profitable, 
is, the charafter of a great and a good man. How far 
and in what refpe&s lord chancellor Clarendon deferves- 
this praife, will be feen from a brief furvey of his life. 

This celebrated ftatefinan,.lawyer, and hiftoriographer,. 
was defcended from an ancient family in Cheftiire, and 
was the third fon of a gentleman, pofielfed of a fmall for- 
tune, who refided at Denton, near Hindon, in Wilts;, 
where the future chancellor was born.. With no pro- 
fpefts of a patrimony, nor prote&ed by great alliances,, 
he had his fortune to make by his own merits; and in. 
the hiftory of men it may be remarked, that for one who 
has increafed the original honours of his family, and en- 
larged his hereditary poflelfions, thoufands have purfued 
retrograde movements, and funk what they felt no ne- 
cefiity to advance. Hence the afpiring and virtuous 
mind, ungifted by fortune} may draw the moft favoura- 
ble arguments for hope and perfeverance: and when it; 
views the elevation whi«h others have reached, may learn 
toacquiefceinthe toil which is requifite to gain the afcent- 
Edward Hyde received a private education, fuitable to thee 
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c’rrcumftances of his family, under the vicar of the pariftv 
in which he was born; but as an evidence that he muft 
have been an apt fcholar and difplayed early talents, he 
was entered of Magdalen-hall, Oxford, when juft turned 
of thirteen. Here he took the degree of bachelor of. 
arts; and having improved his natural endowments by 
claffical learning, it feems that the height of his ambition, 
at that time, was to obtain a fellowfliip in Exeter college,, 
but being difappointed in his views, he removed to the 
Middle Temple. How often is Providence as kind ia< 
what it denies as in what it grants! Had Hyde became* 
the fellow of a college, it is probable that he might have- 
pa fled his days in inglorious eafe, and left no traces-of his 
name; but having once entered on the profellion of the 
law, he found an opportunity for the exercife of his; 
talents, and the difplay of his loyalty and patriotifm. '• 

He purfued his ftudiesin the Temple forfeveral years 
with increafing reputation ; and. when his fociety were 
determined to give a public teftimony of their hatred to- 
the indecent principles advanced in Prynne’s Hiftrio- 
maftix, he was appointed one among the managers of a 
raafque prefented on that occalion before king Charles: 
and his queen, at Whitehall, in 1634, But though Hyde- 
was a friend to conftitutional royalty, he ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed every illegal ftretch of prerogative, and reprobated 
t,he fubferviency of the judges to advance the kingly 
power, at the expence of national liberty. A remarka- 
ble incident, recorded by Burnet, is faid to have con- 
tributed to fix the fteadinefs of his prin’ciples, when he 
firft began to acquire fome eminence in his profeffion t: 
As be was walking- one day with-his father in the fields, 
round his native place, the old gentleman happened to- 
obferve, that men of his profeffion were apt to ftretch the- 
prerogative too far,- and injure .litjerty; and concluded' 
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with earneftly requefting him, if it ever was his fortune 
to rife, never to facrifice the laws or liberties of this 
country to private views or political intrigues. Having 
repeated this advice in the moft impreffive manner, he 
immediately fell into a fit of apoplexy, which carried 
him off in a few hours afterwards. The filial duty of 
Hyde confpired with his own judgment to make this ex- 
poftulation the rule of his future life, and he died in 
its obfervance. 

For fome years he appeared to have confined himfelf 
wholly to the duties of his profeflion, without any am- 
bition of being diflinguifhed as a politician ; but having 
been returned to parliament in 1640 for Wootton Baflet, 
he foon attracted notice by his eloquence, and the refo- 
lute (land which he made for his country’s rights. 

This parliament was of fhort duration; but another 
having been called, Mr. Hyde was ele&ed for Saltafii, in 
Cornwall; and the promifes which he had already given 
of a patriotic chara6ter were fully confirmed. He was 
frequently appointed chairman of feveral important com- 
mittees ; and with all the fire of oratory declaimed againft 
the ufurpations of the crown, and the violation of the 
eonftitution, particularly in the article of fbip-money. 

But Hyde was not one of thofe incendiaries, who, 
having detected errors in the exercife of government, 
overlook all its beauties. He was as vigilant to prevent 
innovations in the conftitution as encroachments on the 
liberty of the fubjeff. When it was moved to deprive bi- 
ihops of their vote, he reprefented, that from the earlieft 
inftitution of parliaments, they had been an integral 
part of it, and that they were the legitimate repre- 
fentation of the whole body of clergy, whofe rights could 
not be wrefted from them without the grofleft injuftice. 
On this momentous topic, he differed from his friend lord 
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Falklaud, with whom he kept up the clofeft intimacy; 
and their enemies hoped that their reparation would be 
lota!, but in this they were deceived. Each only claimed 
the privilege of fpeaking his own fentiments on parti- 
cular occafions; in eflemiab they were united. 

When the earl of Strafford was impeached of high 
treafon, he was appointed one of the committee to draw 
up the articles of accufation ; but, divefting hiinfelf 
cf paffion and prejudice, and forefeeing confequences 
which efcaped the eye of intemperate panizans, he con- 
lidered him as guilty only of mifdeineanors, and dif- 
claimed any concern in the proceedings by attainder. 
In a word, he was one of thofe glorious patriots, who a& 
on independent principles; who fcorn to thwart govern- 
ment out of pique, or to fan&ion its meafures from venal 
motives. As foon, therefore, as he perceived the com- 
mons to be carried away by a fpirit of hoflility to the 
conflitution, and beginning toaflume the executive pow- 
er which had been legitimately vetted in other hands, he 
abandoned them to their follies and their crimes, and re- 
paired to the king at York, who conferred upon him the 
honour of knighthood, and made him chancellor of the 
exchequer. 

From this time he was a firm adherent to his royal 
matter, through' all the viciithudes of his fortune; but 
confining his talents to their proper fphere, he coun- 
felled rather than ailed, and is little noticed during the 
intettine commotions, till the treaty of Uxbridge was fet 
on foot, when he proved himfeif in quality of commif- 
fioner a warm and judicious advocate for the king’s un- 
alienable rights. 

1 All his exertions, however, proving abortive, and the 
civil war being renewed. Sir Edward Hyde was ap- 
pointed to attend the prince of Wales in the Weft, 
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where he drove to maintain his matter’s interett, and to 
retrieve his affairs; but matters becoming worfe and 
woffe, he embarked from Pendennis cattle for Jerfey, in 
expectation of finding prince Charles at that place. His 
royal hrghnefs, however, having been removed to Paris, 
Sir Edward was fo provoked at this impolitic and preci- 
pitate ftep, that he refufed to attend him thither, and 
fpetit two years and upwards in Jerfey, employed in the 
Compofition of his immortal work, the Hittory of the 
Rebellion, which he undertook with the king’s particu- 
lar approbation and encouragement. 

In May, 1648, he received a letter from queen Hen- 
rietta, requiring him, in his majefty’s name, to give his 
perfonai attendance on the prince of Wales, by a certain 
day, at Paris. Some circumftances intervened to render; 
this impoffible, bytt he joined him foon after at the Hague, 
fn company with lord Cottington. 

His various ferviees to Charles II during his exile, it 
is unneceflary to mention; they are fuftkiciuly blazoned 
in general hittory. His aftivity in promoting the re- 
ftoration, the pure and ciittnterefted attachment which he 
fltewed to his prince, under the moft forlorn circurn- 
ftances, and fometimes amidft obloquy and ingratitude, 
rank him very high in ouretteem. By the urgent felicita- 
tion of Charles, he acceped the great feal, and in quality 
of lord Chancellor tranfaded almott the whole bufinefs 
of his little court, carried on negociations, and paved the 
way for his return to the throne of his anceftors. 

No fooner was Charles happily reftored, than he con- 
firmed fir Edward Hyde in his office of lord high chan- 
cellor, and placed the moft unlimited confidence in the 
wifdom and integrity of his councils. Soon after, he 
was defied chancellor of the univerfity of Oxford, and 
created a peer of the realm, by the title of baron Hydej; 



and next year he was raifed to the dignity of vifcount 
Cornbury, and earl of Clarendon. 

K 'Great as the honours and diftinflions were with which 
he was iuvefted, his merit became them all. His pru- 

' dence, his juftice, and his moderation, had been emi- 
j neatly conlpicuous on the reftoration, in adjufting the 
I boundaries between royal prerogative and national- li- ■ berty. He reconciled many clafliing interefts, and from 
I confulion had reduced much to order. H? promotedtan 

a<5l of indemnity to calm the fears of the republicans* 
and an a& of uniformity to fatisfy the royalifts. 

But ftill his fituation wastfar, from being enviable. 
The gay and diflblute Charles was liberal in profeffions, 

•i but he generally referred to his chancellor for their com- 
% plerion. Clarendon had it not in his power to fatisfy 
K every juft claim on royal munificence, much lefs to 

ratify heedlefs promifcs. Every perfon, however, who 
met with a gracious fmile from the king, and a re- 

’ luflant compliance with the chancellor, fet him down as 
? an enemy ; and when it was difcovered that his daugh- 

ter had been clandeftinely married to the duke of York, 
though he was perfectly innocent in this refpeft, the po- 

y pular odium againft him was dangeroufly inflamed, and 
f his beft actions were mifconftrued, as the means of ag. 
t graudizing his own family. The king allured him, how- 

ever, of his continued favour and efteem ; but the friend- 
- fiiip of Charles was as fleeting as his enmity: with 

ftrong fenfe, and a cultivated underftanding, he gave 
- himfelf up to pleafure and mirth, and was feldom roufed 

to refleflion, except when his coffers were low, or the 
aflbeiates of his indiferetions were clamorous for his 
bounty. 

Murmuring long reprefled, or vented in private, at 
l length found a public organ in the earl of Briftol, who,. 
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in 1663, exhibited articles of impeachment againfi him 
in the houfe of lords. Between this nobleman and Cla- 
rendon there bad iubfifted a clofe and intimate friend* 
fliip, both in profperous and adverfe fortune ; and it was 
vainly thought to have been indiflbluble; but the chan- 
cellor, prompted by duty, having refufed a favour to a 
court lady, whom Briftol patronized, he henceforward 
thought of nothing but malice and revenge. 

It is humiflaring to reflet, how fiail are the ties that 
bind men 1 how fleeting are our dearth delights 1 

Friends uow fall fworn, Y/hofc double bofoms Ceem to wear one heart*. 
———Who twine, as t’were, in Jove Infcparable : /hall within this hour, On a diflenfron of a doit, break out To hittcreft enm-ty. 

Shaksfeake. 
To refufe the lafl favour in the chain of obligation', is 

frequently to cancel all the preceding. The earl of 
Briftol was more inveterate againft Clarendon for a paltry , 
refufal in regard to a worthlefs woman, than if they had 
never been friends; but his refentment overfhot its mark* 
and the charges which he alleged, favoured more of pri- 
vate tevenge, than a love of public juftice. 

Clarendon was hcnoursbly acquitted, but his enemies 
did not wholly lofe their aim. The pureft human virtue, ' 
when fifted to the laft; will difeover fume drofs ; and 
fofne inuendos that had been thrown out pave.d the way 
to his future di grace. To the king, whofe diftblute , 
courfe of life and licentious amours he freely cenfured, 
lie daily became left acceptable; to the nation he was 
deemed amenable for faults which he had not the power ! 

to correft. Intrigues were formed againft him by the 
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^uk« of Buckingham and others; and Chafes,.wearied 
with the importunity of parables, and the bold remon* 
ftrances of Clarendon, demanded the feals, in Auguff, 
1667; which were no fooner delivered up, than the com-* 
mons renewed the impeachment againft him, and at the 
bar of the houfe of lords accufcd him of treafon and 
^tl>er high crimes and nuldemeanors. 

A variety of circumllances had confpired to rendec 
Clarendon unpopular. His. pacibc. difpofrtion, amidft 
the iufults of the Dutch ; his advifing. the fale of Dun-, 
kirk, which perhaps was the trueft policy; his oppofition 
to the bill for liberty of eonfcience; and his vanity in 
building a fplendid palactf, during times of peculiar dif. 
trefs from plague and conflagration ; were all turned to his 
difadvantage by one party or the other. Yet it mull not 
be concealed, that the odium excited againft him was, iu 
general, very unjuft. He had ever fleered a middle courfe 
between prerogative and national liberty: and the peo* 
pie were highly indebted to him for impoling a check on 
the crown, by granting only fuch a revenue as obliged 
the king to have fome dependence on. his parliament. 
Had the advice of others been followed, Charles might 
have reigned without controul, by the profufion of that 
eflablifhment which had been propofed for his ufe. 

The people, however, feldom think fyr. themfelves, 
and are more frequently the dupes of the intriguing than 
of the wife. Clarendon faw his credit was loft, and his 
doom fealed. He drew up, however, a mafterly apo- 
logy, in which he vindicated his own honour and con- 
dud, and threw the whole blame that had been imputed 
to him on thofe who better deferved it; but net trufting 
to the effed of this among prejudiced judges, he went 
into voluntary exile, from which he never returned. 

He made choice of France for the place of his fojourn- 
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ment: but his enemies had already been tampering withi 
that court; and no fooner had he reached Calais, than 
he received orders to quit the kingdom. Being feized 
with a violent fit of the gout, he petitioned for time; and 
during the interval of his recovery, the fentiments of the 
French fuddenlychanging, he was indulged with per-' 
million to take up his refidence there. At laft he fixed 
himfelf at Rouen, in Normandy, where he breathed his ; 
laft, 101674; when his body was brought to England, 
and buried in Henry VII.’s chapel, in Weftminfter* ^ 
abbey. 

For political fagacity, and genuine patriotifm, lord g 
chancellor Clarendon will bear a comparifon with the j 
moft celebrated ftatefmen. He brought the veflel of date | 
into port, after it had been tofled by one of the longeft ] 
and moft violent ftorms that this country had ever evpe- i 
rienced; and on his fidelity the foveCeign might repofe | 
unlimited confidence, while the people, under all thecir- ' 
cumftances of his’fit nation, cohld have little ground for ; 
accufation. Had lie been more prone to a dereligion cf j 
their interCfts, he'would have been more acceptableTb (i 
the king; had he been lefs attached to his maje'fty, His ! 
popularity would have remained to thela'ft. But, by pur- ■ 
filing the line of duty and confcience, he was finally a j 
favourite with neither: his temper was too grave for the S 
volatile Charles; his integrity top inflexible for his de-t; 
bauched courtiers. It is fald, that the duke of Biicking- 
ham, in particular, who poflelfed the talent foe ridicule in 
a high degree, ufed to pntertain.the king with thefolemn - 
pace, the fententjous wifdom, at fecond hand, of his 
chancellor : and to render him ungracious, it was nothing ! 
vmufualfor the courtiers, who dared to take fuch liberties, , 
to point out Clarendon to the king, with “ there goes j 
your fchoolmafter.” Charles had not gratitude enough to ■ 
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appreciate his fervices as they deferyed, and he fufFered 
hinjfelf to be prejudiced againft a man, who ftuck to 
him-in the worft times, by the filly banters of worthlefs 
minions. Yet .it mull be allowed, that Clarendon was 
little qualified to fleer his way through the obliquities of 
a depraved court j he could not difguife his abhorrence 
of vice, he could not flatter foibles which he thought 
might be dangerous. He was religious from conviftion, 
and his attachment to the church of England was mani- 
fefled in his whole conduft. When his daughter, con- 
fort to the duke of York, was induced to embrace the re- 
ligion of the Romith church, he wrote, in the mofl af- 
fectionate and earnefl terms, to difluade her from this re« 
folution; and his. arguments difplayed no mean fkill in 
polemical divinity. . But fhe was biafled by her deluded 
hufband and crafty priefis, and died in that faith, to the 
fincere and deep forrow of her unhappy father. 

.As a writer, we leave the fame of Clarendon in the 
hands of the. public, which has highly eftimated his la- 
bours. The hiftory of the rebellion, will be coeval with 
literature it {'elf,. Though, not exempt from prejudice, 
and though little graced by the ornaments of modern 
ftyle and cofnpofition, it (hews, a depth of refearch, a 
maflerly delineation of characler, and a deduction of 
effeCls from their remotcft caufes, that mull charm the 
fenfiblp, and amufe the idle, to the lateft periods of time. 
From his works the politician may glean knowledge, 
and private men gather maxims for the regulation of their 
conduCf, in almoft every fituation into which they can 
be thrown. 
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XXVI. JOHN MILTON. 
Born 1608.—Died 1674. 

From $tb James I. to i$tb Charles IT* 
Three-Poets, in three -dilhant age; born, Greece, Italy, and England, did adorn : 
The firft in krfcincf* of thought furynfs’d } The next in majeily; in both the lift: The force of Nature could no farther go; 
To make a third, (he join’d the former two. 

In thefe pointed and nervous paraphrase lines of Dry* 
den, the charafters of the three great epic poets, Homer, 
Virgil; and Milton, are well diferiminated'. If the palm 
be given to the latter, it is, perhaps, no more than juft. 
The dignity and fublimity of the fubjeft, on which Mil- 
ton wrote, railed him above all companion j and the vi- 
gour of his genius ftipported the weight which he had af- 
fiimech Whoever can read Milton without admiration, 
muft be deftitute not only of moral feeling, but genuine 
tafte: his heart is not forriied to relifli intellectual pleafures; 
his foul is not tuned to the perception of what is beautifu 
or fublime. In a work, therefore, intended to wake dor- 
mant curioftty, and to roufe the moft generous padions, 
by example or contraft, it would be Unpardonable to 
omit the life of Milton, the immortal honour of his coun- 
try, and the prince of modern poets. 

If the man fail to inftruft, the poet will not be fludied 
in vain. To his principal.works we with to call the at- 
tention of our readers; and here his praife is above envy, 
and his chara&er without alloy. 
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This illuftrious poet was defcended from an ancient 

family, long feated at Milton, near Thame, in Oxford- 
ftiire; but having engaged in the unhappy quarrels be- 
tween the two rofes, which long deluged England in 
blood, they had the misfortune to forfeit their princi- 
pal eftate. His grandfather, a zealous papift, enjoyed, 
however, an appointment in the foreft of Shotover, in 

1 that vicinity; but his father, being cruelly difinherited 
I for embracing the proteftant faith, fettled in London, as 

a ffcrivener; and in Bread-ftreet, John Milton, his eldeft 
: fo«, was born, in 1608. 
f After receiving a domeftic education for fome time 

under a worthy clergyman, whofe fame is prolonged in 
| his pupil’s firft eflays, he was removed to St. Paul’s 
| fchool, where, by indefatigable application, he made 
| an extraordinary progrefs in claflical lore. From his 
[ twelfth year, he devoted the greateft part of the night to 

ftudy, and laid the foundation of thofe diforders which 
( afterwards terminated in total blindnefs. 

It may be remarked, that few have made a diftinguifli- 
i cd figure in the literary career, who have not evinced an 
j early predileftion for books. The boy who performs 
I the prescribed talk, who attends to all the minutice of his 
;; duty, may efcape cenfure, he may even gain applaufe, 
' but he will never reach the exalted heights of the volun- 
; tary lludent, who feeks for learning from the innate love 
I which he bears it. To obtain excellence in whatever we 
[ attempt, facrifices mud be made which cannot bedireft- 
I ed; and an entliufiafm mud infpire us to furmount dif- 
l Acuities, which the lukewarm and the indolent will fear 

to encounter. Had the boyifh Milton fpent his leifure 
' hours, which might have been done without blame, in 

the common arhufements of his years, it is probable that 
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we fliould never have heard of his Pauadise Lost. 
Yet, while it is commendable to give a ftimulus to youth- 
ful application, by the incentive of virtuous fame, it is 
no lefs necelfary to caution again ft fapping the fprings 
of life by too intenfe ftudy. Occasional relaxation is of 
fervice both to the body and the mind : the fanity of the 
latter depends much on that of the former, and all our 
comforts in exiftence certainly flow from health. 

But to return from this digreffion. In his fixteenth 
year, our poet was admitted of Chrift’s college, Cam- 
bridge. Deeply tindhired with clafiical learning, his 
academic exercifes muft have appeared extremely light: 
it is certain that he had compofed fome beautiful Latin 
poems before he removed to the univerfity ; and the 
greateft part of his compofitions in that language were 
produced during the period which he continued there. 
He had formed his tafie on the pureft models of an- 
tiquity, and was confidered a,s the firft Englilhman who 
wrote with claffical elegance. But he did not confine 
himfelf to Latin poetry only; in the ftudious retirements 
of Cambri'lge, he conceived the fiift rude idea of the 

-work which will render his name immortal. 
After taking the degree of mafter of arts, he quitted 

the uni’-erfity, and letired to Horton, near Colnbrcok, 
where his father then refided, on a competent fortune, 
gained in the fuccefsful practice of his vocation. It 
feems that the old gentleman had deftined him for the 
church: but Milton had early imbibed notions unfavour- 
able to the hierarchy; and his father, feeling for the con- 
fcientious fcruples of the fon, did not wifli to prefs his 
compliance. The praife of confiftency thofe who are 
the moft inimical to the political and religious principles 
of our poet, cannot deny him : and fo far he is entitled 
toourefteem. 
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In his retirement at Horton, he profecuted his ftudies 

with unparalleled affiduity and fuccefs. He read over 
all the Greek and Latin claflical writers, and made them, 
in every inftance, fubfervient to his love for poetry. 
During this interval he produced his celebrated mafque 
of Comus; a work in which imagery, pathos, and a fer- 
vid but chafte language decorate every page. Though 
lefs adapted for the dage, it will never ceafe, while ge- 
nuine tafte remains, to pleafe in the clofet; and in fome 
refpefts it may, perhaps, be regarded as inferior only to 
Paradife Loft. 

His next produftion was Lycidas, a delightful mono- 
dy, occafioned by the death of an amiable young gentle- 
man, the fon of fir John King, fecretary for Ireland, 
who was loft in his paflagc to that country. Between 
him and Milton an intimate friendftiip had been con- 
trafted at the univerfity, and he bewails the lacerated 
ties of youthful affection, in terms as honourable to the 
man as to the poet. It is fuppofed that about this time 
too he compofed thofe exquitite poems entitled 1’Allegro, 
and Penferofo; which, had he left nothing elfe, would 
have tranfmitted his name to immortality. 

His reputation as a poet having attracted the regard 
of the public, and procured him fome valuable private 
friendlhips, after fpending five years at Horton, with 
occafionai vifits to the metropolis, on the demife of his 
mother, he obtained his father’s permiifion to travel. 

After procuring proper recommendations and intro- 
duiftions, he left England in 1638, and fiift vifited Paris, 
where he was introduced to the celebrated Grotius; then 
haftening into Italy, he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 
language and literature of that country, with the moft 
brilliant fuccefs. The great, the learned, treated him 
with diftinguiflted attent^n ; and notwithftanding his 



228 JOHN MILTON. 
avowed principles, which he was too honeft to difguife, t 
cardinal Barberini, afterwards Urban VIII, fliewed him 
fom.e uncommon marks of perfonal refpeft. 

From Rome our poet proceeded to Naples, where the j 
rtiarquis of Villa, who had been the patron of TalTb, j 
paid him the homage due to his illuftrious attainments; * 
and in return was complimented with the moft grateful • 
effufions of his elegant pen. In other pans of Italy he 1 
was equally honoured and careffed, by every one diftin- 
guiflied for rank, urbanity, or talents. The great Ga- 
lileo, then a prifoner in the inquifition, for daring to j 
know more of the celeftial motions than his ignorant ] 
and bigotted judges, received a vitit of refpeft from Mil- 
ton, among other men of extraordinary acquirements in | 
fpiencs and literature. 

After having fpent two years in continental travels, 
which he originally defigned to extend to Sicily and 
Greece, news arrived of the civil commotions in his 
native country; and judging it criminal to remain a 
difiant or an indifferent fpe&ator of fcenes which in- 
volved all that was dear to Englifhmen, he haftened his 
return, and took a houfe in Alderfgate-flreet, London; 
where he employed his time in fuperintending the edu- ; 
cation of a few young gentlemen, who boarded and lodg- | 
ed under his roof. How well he was qualified for this 
important, though often ill-rewarded, office, muft be evi- 
dent to every unprejudiced mind. His fuccefs, indeed, s 
was correfpondent with his capacity; and his Treatife j 
on Education fhews the plan of fcholaflic inflitution ■; 
which he purfued. Wnile genius is pining in ob- j 
fcurity, or toiling in a vocation where its energies are s 

ufelefs, i' may be fume confolation to refleft, that the 
immortal author of Paradife.Left fubmitted to the drudge- 
ry of a pedagogue. His pen, however, was cccafionally 
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employed in Tapping the foundation of church govern- 
ment, and in exalting the puritanical party, to which he 
had devoted himfelf with unfhaken adherence. 

Having reached his thirty-fifth year, he married Miry, 
the daughter of Richard Powell, efq,; but his lady, on 
fome difagreement, deferted him foon after; which fo 
provoked Milton, that he paid his addrefles to another, 
and wrote, with much acrimony, againft the gxifting laws 
of marriage; boldly maintaining^ that unfitnefs, or con- 
trariety of difpofitions, or whatever was repbgnant to 
the endearments of conjugal fociety, were as folid claims 
to a divorce as adultery, or natural frigidity. His wife, 
however, faw her folly, and retrieved her error before it 
was too late. In an unexpected interview, contrived by 
fome benevolent and judicious friends, flie threw herfelf 
at his feet, and implored his forgivenefr. Milton was 
not proof againft a woman’s tears, particularly thofe of 
a woman whom he fo lately loved with an ardent af- 
feCtion:— 

- - - Soon his heart relented T’wards her, his life fo late, and foie delight. Now at his feet, fubmiflive in diftrcfs. 
The civil war now raging with the greateft fury, 

Milton was induced, by party zeal, to fufpend the pur- 
fuits of elegant literature, and to fall into the vortex of 
political difcuffion. But, though his talents gave hjm a 
temporary reputation in polemics, and indeed fpread his 
fame over all Europe, his labours of this kit d are now 
lefs celebrated; while his celebrity as a poet has been 
continually increafing, and will increafe, till time (hall be no more. The political work which gaii.ed him 
the moft extenfive fame, was, his D.fenfo pro Populo 
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Anglicano, in an Aver to Salmafius, who wrote the Defenjio 
Regis. The afperity with which Milton wrote, is faid to 
have broken the heart of his rival; but though our poet 
was rewarded with 1000I. for this piece of fervice, and 
made Latin fecretary to Cromwell, he had little reafon to 
triumph in his fuccefs. By too intenfe application, a 
gutta ferena, which had long affe£led his fight, now 
terminated in a total lofs of vifion. About this period, 
too, he loft his wife, who left him three daughters; and, 
foon marrying another, in little more than the revolution 
of a year, he became, a fecond time, a w idower. 

After Cromwell had eftablilhed his ufurpation on the 
ruins of the monarchy, Milton, who feems to have been 
as much inimical to ancient inftitutions as Sverfe to arbi- 
trary pow'er, awed, perhaps, into filence by fear, or biafled 
by gratitude, acquiefced in the change that took place, 
and refumed his ftudies; but produced nothing more, 
that deferves to be remembered, till after the reftoration. 

At that era, he knew that the active part which he had 
taken would expofe him to the moft imminent danger; 
and he prudently abfconded till matters took another turn, 
and the fate of the moft violent partizans of rebellion and 
ufurpation had been decided. The abilities, the virtues 
of Milton, raifed him up friends on this emergency. By 
the intereft of fir William Davenant, whofe life he had 
formerly faved, he received the benefit of the aft of 
amnefty, and his polemical writings only were ordered 
to be burnt by the hands of the common hangman. It 
is gratifying to fuch as venerate the name of Milton to 
refteft, that in his higheft exaltation he was moderate 
towards thofe who differed from him in politics, and that 
his memory is ftained by no cruel or arbitrary aftion. 
In .him it was exemplified,‘‘ that an intimate acquaintance 
with the liberal arts, foftens the manners, nor fuffers them 
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to be ferocious.” He met with a recompence in theattach- 
ment of friends, at a crilis of peculiar danger; and - his 
example proves the wifdom of lenity and forbearance* 
amidft the diftra&ions of political frenzy. 

Milton was now, in the fifty-fecond year of his age, 
deprived of fight, borne down by infirmities, jgnd de- 
prefled by the viciftitudes of his fortune; yet the vigour of 
his mind ehabled him to rife, with elaftie force, over this 
accumulation of ills: he appeared again in public, en- 
tered the third time into the; marriage-ftate, with a mifs 
Minthul, a native of Chefliire; and, it is faidr refufed 
the place of Latin fecretary to the king, potwithftauding 
the moft prelfing importunities of his wife. When (lie 
urged him to comply with the times, and accept the royal 
offer, his anfwer is faid' to have been to the following 
purport: “You are in the right, my dear; like other 
women, you are ambitious to ride in your coach; while 
nay whole aim is to live and die an honeft m^n.” 

Soon after his third nuptials, Milton removed to a 
houfe in Artillery-walk, leading to Bunhill-fields, ft'here 

she refided Hill his death, except during the plague in 
1663. During that aweful vifitation, he retired with his 
family toChalfont, St, Giles’, in Buckinghamfhire, where 
he put the laft hand to his Paradise Lost, a work that 
had occupied his thoughts for a long feries of years. We 
are told, that Milton fometimes was incapableof produc- 
ing a tingle line, and, at other feafons, his unpremeditated 
verfe flowed with a felicity refembling infpiration. . On 
thofe occafions, he immediately rang for his daughter, 
who a£ted as his amanuentis, and would dictate a con- 
fiderable number of lines in a breath, which he afterwards 
poliflied and reduced. About the vernal and autumnal 
equinox, his vein of poetry was faid to be the moft happy. 
Indeed, few literary perfons are infenfible, that extremes 
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of heat or cold are equally unfavourable to the exertions 
of the mind ; few are unacquainted with periodical ob- 
fcurations and brilliances of genius. 

After this immortal poem was ready for the prefs, it 
had nearly been fupprefled by the ignorance or malice of 
the licenfer, who found,.or fancied, treafon in the follow- 
ing noble fimile: 

— As when the fun new.rifen Looks through the horizontal miftya'ir, Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moon. In dim eclipfe, difaftrotfs twilight (heds On half the nations, and with fear of change Perplexes monarchs. 
Having overcome the cavils raifed by the licenfer, 

Milton fold the Copy-right for five pounds in hand, five 
pounds more when one thoufand three hundred were 
fold,-and the fame fum on the publication of the fecond 
and third editions. From this agreement, Milton received 
no more than fifteen pounds; and his widow afterwards 
transferred every claim, for the poor additional fum of 
eight pounds. 

Such was the firft reception of a work that conftitutes 
the glory and the boaft of Englifti poetry, and which may 
be reckoned among the. nobleft efforts of human genius 
in any age or country. But Milton wrote for immortality ; 
and he has not loft his reward. Like the fun burfting 
from the horizon of vapours, his Paradise Lost gra- 
dually rofe to the zenith; and, having, long become 
ftationary, has no decline to dread, unlefs worfe than 
Gothic darknefs fhould overfpread the regions of tafle. 

About three years after the appearance of Paradife 
Loft, Milton produced his Sampfon Agoniftes, a tragedy, 
written on the pureft Greek model; and Paradise 
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Re&ained, which our poet is faid to have preferred 
before his great work; but, if this was his real opinion, 
it only (hews how incompetent an author is to decide on 
the merits of his own productions. The Paradife Re- 
gained, we are told, originated from a hint fuggefted by 
Elwood the quaker; but, though a poem of confiderahle 
merit, and which would have raifed the reputation of 
any other man to an exalted degree, was fo wholly 
eclipfed by the Paradife Loft, that its merits are, in a great 
meafure, obfcured by the comparifon. In faCt, it refem- 
bles the luftre of the morning-ftar abforbed in the meridian* 
blaze: ,it is the Odyfley of Milton. 

A life of indefatigable ftudy, and which had beerr 
expofed to various viciffitudes, haftened that hour which 
neither the great nor the learned can efcape. Milton had 
long been afflifted'by the gout and other infirmities, and 
was fo completely worn out, that he had only to divefl: 
himfelf of mortality ; which he did, without a'ftruggle,. 
on the 10th of November, 1674, in the fixty-fixth year 
of his age. His remains were interred in the church of 
St. Giles, Cripplegate; and his funeral was numeroufly 
and fplendidly attended. A monument was, many years 
afterwards, erefted to his memory, in Weftminfter abbey 
but what occafion has Milton-for a monument, whofe 
fame fills the enlightened univerfe L 

Though improvidence is the general vice of poets, at 
leaft of thofe who vainly fancy that it is a proof of fupe- 
rior genius to fpurn at little things, Milton, after being 
ftripped by both parties, through his prudent economy 
left 1,500!. behind him- We have, therefore, the confo- 
lation to refleCt, that this illuftrious bard was never in 
indigence, though he might be remote from affluence.. 
His family, however, gradually fank into the humbler 

1 5 
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fpheres of life, and his line is generally fuppofed to be 
extinft. 

Milton was of the middling ftature, formed with the 
moft perfeft fymmetry; of a ruddy complexion, and 
light brown hair. In his youth he was eminently beau- 
tiful; and fo delicate, that he went, at Cambridge, by 
the appellation of “ the lady of Chrift’s college.” The 
marquis of Villa too, independently of exifting portraits, 
gives us a high idea of Milton’s beauty of perfon, in a 
neat Latin epigram; which has been paraphraftically ren- 
clered, 

i So perfect thou1'in mind, in form, and face, Thdu’rt not of Englifli, but angelic race. 
Both his conftitntion and his tafte led him to abfte- 

mipufnefs. The one was too weak to bear exceffes, the 
other too refined to indulge in them. In early youth, he 
ftudied late at'night, but afterwards reverfed his hours. 
In his ocCafional relaxations from the purfuits of literature, 
he amufed himfelf with converfation and mufic, in which 
he was a proficient. After a gutta ferena had left him 
in total darknefs, he taught his daughters to read the He- 
brew, Greek, and Latin languages, without teaching 
them to underhand thefe languages, and thus made them 
auxiliaries in his hudies. 

His own learning was immenfe. He wds perfeft 
matter of the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, and Spanifti. 
He was originally of the fchool of Spenfer, Shakfpeare, 
and Cowley, as a poet: but he afterwards formed one 
of his own; and, though he has had many imitators, he 
has never "yet found a rival. 

His political principles were ttriftly republican, yet 
England was much Ids a repuolic undef Cromwell than 
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under Charles. In faft, in ahnoll every revolution that 
hiftory records, honeft men are the dupes of their own 
fincerity, while fome unprincipled demagogue artfully 
turns the popular frenzy to his- own private intereft or 
aggrandizement. In theology, Milton ftroogly inclined 
to arminianifm; but towards the clofe of his life he 
feems to have entered into communion with no religious 
feft, and entertained only a certain philofophic religion 
of the mind, founded, however, on the cnriftian dif- 
penfation. 

The port of Milton was ereiS:, bis demeanor open and 
affable, his converfation eafy, cheerful, and inftru&ive. 
The promptnefs of his wit qualified him to fliine on 
every occaiion; he was facetious, grave, or fatirical, as 
the fubjedl required; his judgment was juft and pro- 
found ; and his reading almoft as extenfive as his genius. 
If he had faults and defects; and who is exempt from 
them ? they were either diminiflied, or loft in the bril- 
liancy of his attainments. 

His charafter as an epic poet is thus admirably fum- 
med up by Johnfon.—“ The higheft praife of genius is 
original invention, Miiton cannot be fa d to have con- 
trived the Itru&ure of an epic poem, and muft therefore 
yield to that vigour and amplitude of mind to which all 
generations tnuft be indebted, for the art of poetical nafr- 
ration, for the texture of the fable, the variation of in- 
cidents, the interpofiEton of dialogue, and all the ftrata- 
gems that furpiize and enchain attention. But, of all 
the borrowers fiom Homer, Milton is, perhaps, the leaft 
indebted. He wa® naturally a thinker for himftif, con- 
fident of his own abilities, and difdainful of help or 

'hindrance; ae did not refufe admiflion, to the thoughts 
iPr images of his pTeuecetiors, but he did nor feekthem. 
From liis coteinporanes he neither courted nor received 
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fupport: there is, in his writings, .nothing by which thff 
pride of other authors might be gratified, or favour gain- 
ed ; no exchange of praife, nor folicitation of fupport. 
His great works were performed under difcountenance, 
and in blindnefs; but dffficulties vaniflied at his touch.r 
he was born for whatever is arduous; and his u-ork is 
not the greateft of heroic poems, only becaufe it is not 
the firft.” 

XXVII. ANDREW MARVELL, 
Bom 1620.*—Died 1678. 

From 1 7th James I. to 29th Charles II. 
A MAN, who could preferve the moft blamelefs {im- 
plicit)' of manners amidft the allurements of public life, 
•and a noble fpirit of independence under the occafional 
preflures of real want 5 who could neither barter his con- 
fcience for a fmile, nor fell his vote for gain; who could 
render himfelf entirely beloved by his friends, and re- 
vered by thofe whofe principles were diametrically op- 
pofite to his own ;—in thefe days would be regarded as a 
Angular phenomenon, and infallibly muft have pofTefied 
fome extraordinary virtues and endowments. Such was 
Andrew Marvell, the fon of the minifter and fchool- 
mafter at Kingfton-upon-HulL 

This incorruptible patriot, and ingenious writer, dif- 
covered a predileftion for letters from the earlieft dawn 
of reafon; and had made fo great proficiency in clalfical 
learning, that he was admitted a ftudent of Trinity coh 
lege, Cambridge, when only thirteen years old. Such 
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was the promife of his genius, that he had not been long 
jn that fituation, before the jefuits, thofe bufy agents of 
the Romifli church, thought him a proper fubjedt for a 
profelyte, and accordingly they inveigled him to London. 
His father, however, had the good fortune to find him in 
a bookfeller’s {hop, and prevailed on him to return to 
college; where he purfued his ftudies with great affiduity, 
and in due courfe took his bachelor’s degree. 

When about eighteen years of age, he loft his father 
by a Angularly melancholy accident, which, by as lingular 
a concateffation of events, paved the way to his own 
future fortune. 

A widow lady of great refpeftability and virtue re- 
fided on the other fide of the Humber. She had an'only 
daughter of eminent beauty and accomplifliments, who, 
on fome feftive occafion, was allowed to fpend a night 
at Mr. Marvell's houfe. Next day the young lady was 
anxious to return to her expe&ing parent ;and, though it 
blew fucb a ftorm, that even the watermen earneftly dif- 
fuaded her from attempting the pafiage, Hie was deaf to 
their remonftrances; and the worthy minifter determined 
to accompany her. Juft before.they put off, Mr. Mar- 
vell threw his gold-headed cane alhore, which he de- 
fired might be given to his fon, if any fatal confequences 
Ihould enfue. His prefentiment was too juft; he and 
his companion found a watery grave. The mother of 
the unfortunate young lady w as long inconfolable; but 
in time, reflefting on the greater lofs which young Mar- 
veil had fuftained, Ihe adopted him as her fon, took upon 
her the charge bf his future education, and finally made 
him her heir. 

After leaving the univerfity, Marvell made the tour of 
Europe, and began to diftinguilh himfelf as a writer as 
well as a Scholar. He-had a peculiar turn for humour 
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and fatire, and fome of his firfl: eflays contain much point. 
It feems he filled, for a flion time, the fituation of fecre* 
tary to the Englifli embaffy at Conrtantinople; and on 
his return to his native country, we find him firfta tutor 
to a young gentleman of fortune, and then joint Latin 
fecretary to Cromwell with the immortal Milton. 

A little before the rcftoration he was chofen to repre- 
fent his native town in parliament1; and in this honour- 
able delegation he continued till his death, with unbound- 
ed applaufe. So well were his conftituents fatisfied 
with his conduft, that they prefled his acceptance of a 
penfion raifed among themfelves; an honourable mode 
of remuneration, once fan£tioned by cuftom, but now 
grown obfolete. 

Nor was it only from bis townfmen that Mr. Marvell 
gained the higheft admiration ; his ircorruptible integrity 
rendered him an object of refpeft to all the virtuous. 
By his writings and his conduft he made himfelf ob- 
noxious to government, and more than once was obliged 
to abfcond ; yet the greatell men of the court, and 
even the fovereig-i himfelf, felt a ftrong efteem for the 
man. As a fpeaker he was not much diftinguifhed, 
but his influence was very great with the members of 
both houfes; and pri 'ce Rupert had fuch refpeft to his counfels,-that he frequently adopted his fentiments, and 
voted accordingly. On fuch occalions it was a common 
faying, “ that the prince had been with his tutor.” In- 
deed, fuch was the intimacy between them, that when 
the indignant pen of Marvell had roufed all the malice of 
venal courtiers, and was forced to retire from the bufy 
fceiie, the prince ufed to vifit him in difguife, and pre- 
ferved his fecret inviolable. 

Charles II. himfelf took great delight in unbending his 
mind with the fociety of Marvell, and often invited hisn 
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to his parties, probaMy with a view of gaining his fup- 
portj for it has long been a maxim with politicians, 
“ that every man has his price.” But all the winning arts 
of the king, and all the violence of his mirtifters, could 
not ihake the refolution or corrupt the integrity of Mar- 
vell; he was abfolutely proof againft all temptations. 
One inftance we wilh to preferve in thefe -ages. After 
fpendiag the evening with Charles, lord Danby was dif- 
patched next morning to find out his lodgings, which 
were then up two pair of ftairs, in a fmall court in the 
Strand. When the treafurer opened the door abruptly, 
Marvell was bufily employed in writing ; and, furprifed 
at fuch a vifir, told his lord (hip, “ he fuppofed he had 
miftaken his way.” “ Not now I have found Mr. Mar- 
vell,” was the reply ; adding, that he was commiflicned 
by his majefty to a(k what he could do to ferve him. “It 
is not in his majefty’s power to ferve me,” facetioufly 
rejoined Marvell. 

Coming to a more ferioQs explanation, he told the 
treafnrer, “ that he was well acquainted with the nature 
of courts, having been In many; and that whoever'is 
diflinguiftied by the favour of his prince, is always ex- 
pelled, to vote in his intereft.” Lord Danby affured 
him, “ that it was from the fenfe alone which his majefty 
entertained of his merit that he wiflied to know if any 
place at court would be acceptable to him.” To this 
Marvell anfwered, “ that he could not .with honour ac- 
cept the offer ; fince he muft either be ungrateful if he 
voted againft the king,'or falfe to his country in fupport- 
ing t|ie meafttres of the court., The only favour, there- 
fore; which he begged ofLhis. fovereign was, that he 
would be pleafed to confider him as one of his mod faith- 
ful fubjecls; and that he had donfc more fpr his intereft 
by refufing than embracing his, proffered kinduefs.” 
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Being at laft urged to accept xoool. till he could think 
of fomething permanent to his mind, he rejefted ^the 
money with the fame ileadinefs as the place; though the 
treafurer was no fooner gone, than he was glad to borrow 
a guinea of a friend. 

Such difinterefted virtue will be laughed at by the 
felfilh, and fcarcely copied by any one, in times when 
luxury has deadened the moral feeling: yet to the young 
it furniflies a bright example, and it fhould be kept in 
view, though they may never be able to attain its excel- 
lence The polar ftar ferves to guide the mariner,, 
though he never attempts to gain its fphere. 

After a life of private integrity and public worth, Mar - 
veil refigned his breath, in the fifty-eighth year of his 
age, not without flron^ fufpicions of being poifoned. He 
was buried in the church of St. Giles in the Fields ; and 
his conftituents, in grateful remembrance of his patriotic 
fervices, collefted a fum of money to ereft a monument 
over his grave, with an appropriate and elegant infcrip, 
tion, which we fubjoin as a juft pi&ure of the man : but 
the reftor of the parifli refufed the admiflion of either; 
and his only, and indeed his heft-, memorials, are his life 
and writings^from which he appears to have been an 
active and zealous champion in defence of civil and re- 
ligious liberty. 

Near this place Lieth the body of Andrew Marvell, efq, A man fo endowed by nature. So improved by education, ftudy, and travel. So confummated by experience and learning, That, joining the moft peculiar grace of wit With a Angular penetration and ftrength of judgment. And exercifing all thefe in the who’e courfe of his life With unalterable fteauinefs in the way of virtue, 
He became the ornament and example of his age; 
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Beloved by good men, feared by bad, admired by all; Though imitated, alas ! by few. And fcarcely paralleled by any. 
But a tombftone can neither contain his charafter, Nor is marble neceflary to tranfmit it to poflerity; It is engraved on the minds of this generation, And will be always legible in his inimitable writings. ^ Neverthelefs, 

He having ferved nearly twenty years fucceffively in parliament. And that with fuch wifdom, dexterity, integrity, and courage,. As became a true patriot; The town of Kingllon-on-HulI, 
From whence he was conftantly deputed to that affembly. Lamenting, in his death, the public lofs. Have erefted this monument of their grief and gratitude. 

XXVIII. ALGERNON SYDNEY. 
Bom 1622.—Beheaded 1683. 

From iqtb James I. to Oy\th Charles 11. 
In fome minds the love of liberty is paramount to 
every other paflion, and when this has a genuine ftamp, 
is exerted on propeAobje&s, and difplayed on proper oc- 
cafions, frigid muft that foul be which feels no warmth 
from the contemplation of its effects. At the names of 
Hampden, Ruflell, and Sydney, the youthful bofom 
beats high with the throb of patriotifm, and expands 
with the glow of emulation. Their memories have long 
been confecrated by freedom and their country ; they 
have been embalmed in the poet’s lay and the patriot’s 
harangue; nor are we difpofed to tear one leaf of wells- 
earned laurel from their tombs. 
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According to their own conceptions of duty thev afled 

purely and uprightly, and therefore are entitled to-refpedl 
from fuch as may dillike their condu6t. Sinifier views 
did not enter into the competition of their aftions; 
and, if their principles fhould be deemed wrong, their 
hearts were right. Yet, while we admit this, we with 
to im'prefs on our youthful readers the neceffity of dif- 
tinguifhing between a real and a fpurious liberty, and the 
danger of imbibing theoretic do&rines of government^ 
which militate againfl practical experience, or are fub* 
vertive of eftabliflied order. 

Thomfon, after .paying a handfome compliment to the 
illuftrious triumvirate which we have named, concludes 
with the following chara&er of the diftinguiftied perfoiv 
now under confideration: 

Of high determin’d fpirit, roughly brave, 
By ancient learning to the enlighten’d love Of ancient freedom warm’d. 

Algernon Sydney was the fecond fon of Robert earl 
of Leicefter, by a daughter of Henry Percy, earl of 
Northumberland. From thofe dawnings of genius, 
which early appeared to a father’s penetrating eye, the 
greateft encouragement was given to the cultivation of 
his parts, and the mod fedulous care was taken that they 
fliould produce an abundant harveft. When a boy, he 
accompanied his noble fire in h,is embafly to Denmark, 
and afterwards to the court of France* 

The acutenefs of young Sydney, and the bent of his 
difpofition for an active life, induced the earl, then ap- 
pointed iord-fieutenant of Ireland, to procure him a 
corrfmifiion for a troop of horfe in his own regiment. In 
confequence pf this, in 1641, he repaired to Ireland,-to* 
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gcther with his brother, lord vifcount Lifle ; and in the 
facceeding Irilh rebellion, on various occafions, diftin- 
guiihed himfelf for his perfonal bravery* 

Having acquired the character of a rifing hero, in two 
years’ time he had Charles’s permiflion to revifit his ■ 
native country in company with lord Lifle; but the par- 
liament found means to feize them in Lancafliire: nor 
was it much doubted, from fubfequent circumftances, 
that they were perfectly fatisfied with the hands into 
which they had fallen either through accident or choice; 
for from this time they adhered to their new mafters with 
tinfliaken fidelity, in opp'ofition to a fovereign, who both 
lived and refpe&ed them. The ftep which Algernon had 
taken, was irretrievable, and it appears to have influenced 
every future tranfa&ion of his life. 

He foon rofe to be a colonel in this new fervice; and, 
when his brother was appointed the parliamentary lieu- 
tenant-ge neral of Ireland, he ferved on an expedition in 
that kingdom with the higheft applaufc: and for hisfig- 
nal military exploits was promoted to the rank of lieu- 
tenant general of the horfe, and conftituted governor of 
Dublin. But trufts of fuch importance were little fuited 
to his youthful age; he was fooa fuperfeded, and returned 
to England. Parliament, however, ftill treated him with 
the greateft diflin&ion; and, as a recompence for the 
polls which he had loft, made him governor of Dover 
caftle. 

When thofe who had ulurped the powers of the Hate, 
in the plenitude of fuccefsful viilany, determined on 
bringing Charles to trial, Sydney was nominated one of. 
his judges; but, though he was a zealous republican on 
patriotic principles, he found means to decline taking 
any part in that nefarious and unprecedented adlion. 
Warmed with the charafters of fome among the molt 
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exalted names of Greece and Rome, he profdTed to make 
Marcus Brutus his model; and, when he found that 
his country had only changed an hereditary for an ufurp- 
ing tyrant, he oppofed Cromwell with a determined 
fpirit, and difdained to accept place or employment 
under the enflaver of his native land. This hern op- 
polition to the protectorate proves that Sydney had in 
reality adopted principles, which others only profefled 
as a malk to allure popularity. He was inimical to ty- 
ranny in any form, or under any appellation; and could 
lead of all acquiefce in that which was eftablilhed on 
the ruins of an ancient monarchy. 

Confident throughout, civil liberty was his idol, and 
whoever violated it was the object of his enmity. In 
the album of the univerfity of Copenhagen he wrote and 
figned thefe lines, which may be confidered as a fum- 
mary of his principles: 

———Manus hscc, inimica tyrannis, Enfe petit placidam tub lihertate qiiietem.* 
From every indication of his mind there cannot be a 

doubt, but that he would have joined, heart and hand, in 
any well-concerted plan for depofing Oliver Cromwell, 
and executing the fame vengeance upon him as Charles 
had differed. But the die was cad, and he Brooded in 
filence over his country’s wrongs. A dawn of hope, 
however, revived in his bread when the gentle and ho- 
ned Richard Cromwell refigned the proteftordiip. Syd- 
ney, pleafing himfelf with the idea that the parliament 
would now edablidi a republican form of government, 
was eager to hold an odenfible place in the adminidra.- 

# To tyrants, hoftile, fliall this arm be (hewn; It feeks for peace through liberty alone. 
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lion of affairs, and accordingly was nominated one of the 
council of ftate, and foon after fent as a commiffioner to 
mediate a peace between Denmark and Sweden; but 
the happy reiteration quickly diflipated the illufive 
phantom that had fwum before his eyes. 

The earl of Leicefter, after remaining loyal to the 
king under every change, would probably have had fuf- 
ficient intereft to get his fan included in the aft of obli- 
vion ; but he preferred a voluntary exile, in which he 
continued for feventeen years. For a confiderable part 
of this long period he fojourned at Rome and its envi- 
rons, where be received the moft flattering attentions 
from perfons of the higheft rank, and was holden in no 
fmall eftimation for his mental and perfonal qualifica* 
tions. Tired, however, with a routine of fafhionable 
unmeaning forms, and defirous of witnefling his fa- 
vourite republican maxims realized in fome exifting go- 
vernment, he withdrew to Switzerland; where he alfo- 
ciated with Ludlow and other political refugees. 

He afterwards pafled into France, and during his flay 
in that country gave a proof of the bluntnefs of his man- 
ners, which a ftern republican would dignify with the 
appellation of independence; but, as long as a gradation 
of ranks is neceflary in polilhed fociety, fo long wilt 
rel'peft and civility be eftimable and lovely. Being 
a-hunting with Louis XIV; bis majefty took a parti- 
cular fancy to the horfe which Sydney rode; and fent 
a meflage to requeft that he would part with it, and fix 
his price. Sydney only replied, “that his horfe was not 
to be fold.” The king, unaccuft’omed to-fnch language, 
fent peremptory orders to tender him a fum of money, 
fully adequate to its worth; and, in cafe of his refufal, to 
bring the animal by force. Sydney, appriz.ed of this re- 
folve, inftantly took a piftol and (hot his horfe; remark - 
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ing <f that it was born a free creature, had ferved a free i 
man, and fliould not be mattered by a king of flaves.’* 

His father, the earl of Leicefter, being fenfihle of his 
approaching end, exprefled the ftrongeft defire once 
more to fee his fon, and obtained a fpecial pardon from 
Charles II. for all paft offences. Accordingly, his filial 1 

duty overcame his rigid political principles, and he re- 
turned; but brought with him all his prejudices. During 
his refidence in France, he had dete&ed fome mean 
artifices, which had for their objeft an extortion of money > 
from the people of England, under the fham pretext of j 
an approaching w7ar; while he was convinced there was ; 
no real mifunderftanding between the two courts. He t 
inveighed with his ufual.afperity againft fuch a fradiilent 
collufion, and expofed the king and his adminiftration 
in all the virulence of inveftive. 

The earl of Leicefter dying foon after, Sydney felt 
himfelf at liberty to cenfure, if he could not reform. 1 
The eyes of adminittration were neceffarily turned on j 
fuch an obnoxious chara&er, and it was determined to ] 
keep him out of parliament by the moft unwarrantable { 
ftretches of power. In this they twice fucceeded, but * 
our patriot’s courage rofe fuperior to all oppofition; he ] 
expofed the duplicity of government with fuch force as t 
carried conviftion of its truth ; he was zealous in pro- j 
moting the bill for excluding the duke of York from the j 
throne; he aflbciated only with the moft determined 
enemies of a corrupt court; and by thefe means he pro- j 
voiced its vengeance to fuch a degree, that a refolution was i 
taken to ruin this formidable enemy, by any methods j 
that ingenious malice, feeonded by power, could devife. u 

Accordingly, it was hot long before an opportunity l 
was found to let Sydney feel the ftrength of that oppo- 
fition which he had provoked. He was charged on the f 
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moft incompetent evidence with being concerned in 
wlvat hiftory has termed the Rye-houfe plot. His friend, 
the virtuous lord William RufTel, who had qiade himfclf 
equally obnoxious by his manly defence of civil liberty, 
had been firft condemned on a limilar accufation, not. 
only without evidence, but againft it; and Sydney was 
fingled out as the next victim of political vengeance. 

He was brought to trial in the court of king’s-bench, 
before the fanguinary Jefferies on the 21ft of Novem- 
ber, 1683. Three of the witneffes in favour of the pro- 
fecution could fwear only to vague reports, picked up 
from others; which, neverthelefs, were fet down as 
evidence, though Sydney juftly impeached the legality 
of -fuch proceedings. At laft lord Howard, a man of 
the moft abandoned principles and character, but a fit 
tool for fuch a purpofe, pofitively fwore that he had been 
prefent at two meetings, whenbulinefsof a revolutionary 
nature was agitated by the confpirators; and, in order to 
ftrengthen the evidence of a man who had loft all pre- 
tenfions to be believed, the attorney-general, by a moft 
fhameful and unprecedented expedient, produced a paf- 
fage from Sydney’s Difcourfes on Government; which, 
though an abftraft principle, without the leaft reference 
to the immediate fubje& of the charge, was deemed valid 
to convict him. Such a perverfion of the law of evidence 
was never known in the worft times of our hiftory ; but, 
perhaps, there was never a judge who <1 i fyraced the bench 
like Jefferies; and it is only wonderful how an infulted 
people could fo tamely fubmit to his decifions! 

Sydney made a manly defence, and excepted againft 
the unparalleled means that had been ufed to convi£k 
him. In the moft folemn manner he abjured all per- 
fonal knowledge of the pretended plot, and he called 
God to witnefs, with uplifted hands and eyes, that he 
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<3id not belie^'e any fuch to exift in the contemplation of 
others. Stveral noblemen, of unimpeachable veracity, 
invalidated the teftimony of Howard, and fpoke to the 
innocence of Sydney ; but a packed jury, and a bloody 
judge, brought him in guilty; and he fuffered death, with 
the moft heroic fortitude and compofure, on Tower- 
hill, December 7th, 1683. 

His attainder was reverfed in the firft year of William 
and Mary; and that folemn juftice was done to his me- 
mory, which had been denied to himfelf. 

His character has thus been drawn by Burnet, who 
knew him well; and will fuperfede the neeeffity of lefs 
authenticated remarks: “ He was,” fays this prelate, 4i a man of extraordinary courage, and fteady even to 
cbftinacy; fincere, but of a rough and boifterous dif- 
pofition, and impatient of contradidtion. He feemed 
to be a chriilian, but of a particular form; he thought 
it confifted in a certain divine philofophy in the mind, 
but he was againft all public worfhip, and every thing 
that looked like a church. He was ftiff to all republi- 
can principles;'-and fuch an enemy to everything that 
looked like monarchy, that he fet himfelf in a high op- 
pofition again Cromwell when heaflumed the protedlor- 
ate. He had ftudied the hiftory of government in all its 
branches, beyond any man I ever knew.” 

His Difcourfes on Government have been fo highly ■efteemed by fome, that they are regarded as an ample 
compenfation for the lofs of Cicero’s fix books 
fublica. It is certain they abound with energetic fenti- 
ments, and marks of deep penetration; but hiscolledtive 
principles are irreducible to practice, and are, in many re- 
fpedts, only ingenious fpeculations. In fliort, Algernon 
Sydney commands our refpedl: rather than our love; he 
was too inflexible for a politician who really wifhed to 
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ferve his tountry, and had none of thofet amiable weak- 
nefles which conciliate affe&ion, and blunt the edge of 
oppofition and animofity. 

XXIX. JOHN TH-LOTSON, 
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 

Born 1630.—Died 1694. 
From $th Charles I. to $th William Ills 

Ip ever there was a man whofe life in a more peculiar 
manner evidenced the influence of genuine chriftianity. 
who rofer without an effort or a wifh, by dint of merit 
alone, and whofe higheft exaltation gave more pleafure 
to the virtuous and the good than to himfelf, it was 
archbifhop Tillotfon. Though all who enter the lifts 
cannot reach his eminence, or equal his fuccefs, be fur- 
niflies one of the fineft models for his profeflion, from 
its humbleft to its higheft fphere. The gifts of Fortune 
are often capricioufly beftowed, and no one can be fure 
of her favours; but, whoever copies this amiable and 
accomplifhed divine, will be rich in what the fmiles of 
the world cannot give, nor its frowns take away. 

John Tillotfon, one among the brighteft ornaments 
of the Englifli church, was the fon of a refpeftable 
clothier, and born at Sowerby, near Halifax, iu York 
fliire. Both his parents were rigid nonconformifts, and 
he was initiated in the fame principles, which his maturer 
fenfe, and more liberal mmd, foon taught him t6 reject. 

M 
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His proficiency in grammatical learning was great, and 

almoft fuperior to his years. This aptnefs for ftudy in- 
duced his father to fend him to the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, where he was entered a penfioner of Clare-hall; 
and in due courfe took tlie degrees of bachelor and 
mafter of arts; having, before he commenced mafter, 
been chofen to a fellowfliip of his college. 

The love of truth was the ruling paffion of his heart, 
and he fought it with fedulous zeal. Early difgufted 
■with the narrow views of the puritans, he had the good 
fortune to read a celebrated performance of Chilling- 
worth’s, which fixed the future bias of his mind. Above 
the prejudices of education, he relinquilhed whatever 
was wrong, and adhered to whatever was right, in the 
principles and conduft of thofe among whom he had 
been bred ; and no man was more inftrumental than he 
in removing the well-meant though weak fcruples of 
inch as reje&ed communion with the church of Eng- 
land, or had a more tender regard for true liberty of 
confcience, when ferious perfuafion, and the force of 
argument, could not operate conviction of the truth. 

He loved the perfons of the nonconformifts after he 
ceafed to have any predilection for their principles ; and 
for fome of them, who had been connected with him 
by the early ties of duty or of friendlhip, he retained an 
affectionate regard, that nothing could diffolve ; but he 
chiefly fought his affociates, after he had fettled his own 
mind, among the r»o<t eminent divines of our efiablilh- 
ment: and between him and Dr. John Wilkins, the 
future bifhop of Chelter, there was an intimacy, and 
an unreferved exchange of opinions, which contributed 
to their mutual improvement. 

Tillotfon, having left the univerfity, about 1656, was 
engaged as tutor to the fon of Edward Prideaux, efq. 
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*tcorney-general to Cromwell, in which fituation he 
fpent fome time. The time when he entered into holy 
orders, cannot now be afcertained; but it appears that 
his firft employment in the church was that of a cut ate 
at Chefhunt in Hertfordfliire. Here the young divine 
fcegan to dtfplay thofe mild and gentle manners, that per- 
iuafive and impredive eloquence, which laid the founda- 
tion of his fortune and his fame. 

Being now fettled in the vicinity of the metropolis, he 
was not unfrequently invited to mount the pulpit there; 
for his reputation as a facred orator, and the elegance of 
his compofitions, made him peculiarly acceptable to fuch 
as were capable of appreciating merit and abilities. Dif- 
gufted with the pulpit eloquence of the times, he ftruck 
out a ftyle and manner of his own, which have been 
juftly efteemed a model for fucceeding ages. Deeply 
acquainted with theological fubjefts, podelFed of a found 
judgment and a purity of tafte, of which there were 
few examples among the preachers of that day, he foon 
attra&ed fo much deferved notice, that in 1662 he was 
offered the parifli of St. Mary, Aldermanbury ; the 
patronage of which was veiled in the parilhioners. For 
fome reafons, now unknown, he declined this benefice, 
but was foon prefented to the reftory of Keddington, in 
Suffolk ; in which, however, he was fcarcely fettled, 
before the fociety of Lincoln’s-inn appointed him their 
preacher. But fo llrongly were even the courts of law 
tainted with fanaticifm, and fo accuftomed .to the cant of 
thofe times, that at firft the rational piety of Tillotfon 
was difliked, and complaints were fometimes heard 
againft what is now allowed to conlf tute the principal 
beauty of his difcourfes. This, however, was temporary: 
by degrees a better tafte began to prevail; and our ex- 
cellent divine not only overcame the prejudices of the 
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fociety, but, being rhofen lefturer of St. Lawrence, 
Jewry, he was followed by a numerous audience for j 
inftruftion, and by many of his own profeffion for im- a 
provement. 

Faithful in the difcharge of his facred fun£tion, he fet ': 
himfelf to oppofe the two growing evils of Charles the V 
Second’s reign, atheifm and popery: he not only com- '3 
bated them in the pulpit, but, from time to time, he 
publiflied fuch tracts or fermons as were calculated for 1 
a more extenfive elfedt; and his laudable and pious in- 
tentions did not lofe their reward. 

In 1666, he proceeded dodtor in divinity; and, having j 
married Elizabeth French, niece to Oliver Cromwell, I 
and connedted by affinity With his friend Dr. John 
Wilkins, he was appointed to preach the confecration 
fermon of that prelate to the fee of Chefter. Averfe to 
felicitation himfelf, he found in the zeal of his friends an 
antidote againft negledt; for in 1670, he was made pre- 
bendary of Canterbury, and two years afterwards detin 
of that church, having previoufly obtained a flail in St. 
Paul’s. , 

Dr. Tillotfon had been feven years on the lift of chap- 
lains to Charles II.; but the zeal which, on all occa- 
ftons, he had difplayed againft popery and irreligion, 
rendered him no favourite with that monarch; and he 
was rather pufhed on by the intiereft of friends, who a knew his value, than cprdially loved by the court, tie, 
therefore, contented himfelf with difeharging the duty of 
his ftation, without indulging future hopes; and never 
obtruded himfelf to notice, except when the interefts of 
Religion, or the welfare of the eftablifliment, were at 
flake. When a declaration for liberty of confcience was 
publifhed, which, under the mafk of moderation, had a 
view to the indulgence of papifts, the dignified clergy 
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took the alarm, and the king complained to the primate, 
S .eldon, of their refractory conduit. The archbifliop 
called 1‘ome of them together, and begged their advice. 
Here the wifdom and firmnefs of Tillotfon were emi- 
nently confpicuous. He fuggefted, “ that fince the king 
ptofdTed the proteftant religion, it would be a thing 
unprecedented to forbid the clergy to preach in defence 
of it.” The fcntiment was fo juft, and the argument fo 
conclufive, that it was unanfvverable; and the clergy 
teem to have acquiefced in his opinion, ftiould it be 
neceflary to defend their conduct Neverthelefs, Dr. 
Tiliot&m was fuch a friend to moderation, that, eaily in 
1668, he joined in a treaty for the comprehenfion of 
Atch proteftant diflenters as could be brought within 
the pale of the church, by making mutual conceftions; 
but the violence of the intemperate rendered this plan 
abortive. 

Meanwhile, his preaching and his writings equally 
tended to preferve the eftablithment from the encroach- 
ments of popery; and his private exertions in the fame 
caufe were remarkably fuccefskil. He had the happi- 
nefs to convert the earl of bhrewfbury to the protef- 
tant faith ; and he lived to fee his noble profelyte raifed 
to a dukedom, and made fecretary of ftate to king 
William. 

In proportion as thofe labours raifed him in the efti- 
mation of the people, it alienated the affe&ion of the 
couiq,' which was then fufpedted of an inclination to 
popery. But Tillotfon did not.lhrink from his duty; 
and the prefs was continually teeming with tome work of 
his which had for its objefl to exalt pure religion, or to 
reclaim the wandering from the delufions of vice and 
error. 

On the difeovery of the Rye-houfe plot, a melancholy 
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fccne was difclofed, which afFeded the tendereit fenfi- 1 
bility of Tillotfon. His virtuous and ilJuftrious friend, | 
lord William RulT^ll, being deeply implicated in this I 
charge, and afterwards brought to the block ; our divine 1 
attended on that noble perlonage with the moil affetf ion* i 
ate affiduity: he armed him with the confolations of relt* >' 
gion, and fupported his afHi&ed family with every leni- 
tive that the hopes of a better exiftence can beftow. 

Nor was this the only amiable part of his charafler. 
In 1685, he gave the moil exemplary proof of his chrif- 
tian temper. The revocation of the edift of Nanta 
having driven thoufands of the Hugonots to this country, 
many of them fettled at Canterbury, where their poite* 
rity iliil continue. The king having granted briefs to 
colieft alms for their relief, Tillotfon was peculiarly 
aflive in promoting their fuccefs ; and, when Dr. Beve- 
ridge, one of the prebendaries of Canterbury, refufed to 
read the briefs, as being contrary to the rubric, he was 
filenced by the dean with this energetic reply, “ Do£tor, 
doiflor, charity is above rubrics.” 

Such was the high character of dean Tillotfon, that, * 
when the fettlement of the crown on king William for j 
life was agitated in parliament, the princefs Anne of 
Denmark, who had been advifed by the Jacobites to 
oppofe it, as prejudicial to her own interefl, confuited ! 

him on this momentous occafion; and, from a regard 
to his perfuafions, Hie is faid to have rtlinquiflied her 
prior claim. On the acceffion of William and Mary, to 
whofe advancement he had been zealoufly attached, he 
was admitted into high favour and confidence at court, ] 
and made clerk of the clofet. 

Sill, however, the ambition of Tillotfon led him no 
farther than to folicit an exchange of his deanery for that 
of St. Paul’s, vacant by the promotion of Stilling4fec\ 
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to the fee of Worcefter. This moderate wifli, which, in, 
fa ft, tended to a diminution of his income, was readily 
granted; but his majefty had higher promotion in view 
for this amiable and difinterefted divine. 

Archbifliop Sancroft having refufed to take the oaths 
of allegiance to Wiliam and Mary, after their title had 
been recognized by parliament, his fufpcnfion became 
neceffary : and, if he continued refraftory, his removal 
alfo. The king entertained fuch ait exalted opinion of 
Tillotfon, that he immediately thought of making him 
primate. The reluftance with which our divine fell 
into his majefty’s views, is forcibly exprefTed in a let- 
ter to lady Ruflell. He had already refufed a mitre i 
and, of all things, his ambition feems to have been leaft 
direfted to the primacy. But the earneft reprefentatioiis 
of the king, and a zeal for his fervice, at laft overcame his 
refolution ; and he was confecrated archbifhopof Canter- 
bury, in May, 1691. Immediately after, he wasfworn of 
the privy-council; and fet about the duties of his high 
office with the fame religious zeal, tempered with mode- 
ration, as had adorned his former life. 

When Dr. Tillotfon refufed the archbifliopric, he had 
wifely appreciated the difficulties of the ftation, and the 
obloquy to which it would expofe him. He forefaw 
that the fucceflbr of Sancroft, whoever he might be, 
would be a butt for all the virulence and malice of the 
nonjurors; and it was not long after his promotion before 
he felt his apprehenfions verified. 

He was infulted by the moft incendiary letters, by the 
grolfeft libels, by the keeneft inveftives; yet his chriftiart 
temper never forfook him. He interceded for thofe who 
had been convifted of the moft bitter calumnies againft 
him; and on a bundle of papers, found after his death* 
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was this infcription : “ Thefe are libels; I pray God for* 
give the writers, as I do.” 

That aTnan whofe blamelefs life, whofe exalted merit, 
had been fo long known and allowed by the public, 
Humid at once become the ohjeft of the moft unmerited 
detra&ion, can only be accounted for from the enmity 
ef political oppofition, and that envy which muft ever 
attend high ftation. His mild inoffenfive manners, too, 
might poflibly provoke the injuries of the bafe. Among 
thofe who are deflitute of magnanimity themfelves, 
forbearance gives confidence to infult. How often does 
malice fiioot its arrows at the patient fpirit, while daring 
guilt efcapes its attack.! The. gentle flteep is the prey 
of the moft contemptible animals} but the lordly lion 
dares the approach of an aggreflbr. 

Though the ungenerous treatment which this truly 
dignified chara&er received from his enemies, probably 
difturbed his internal quiet, it had.no influence on his 
exterior condmft. He purfued the fuggeftions of reli- 
gion and virtue, and foared above the petty malice of the 
defpicable. He fliewed no pride in his elevation, no al- 
teration in his way of thinking or of afting ; .and, as if he 
meant to read an imprefllve leflbn to all pofterity, and to 
correct that falfe eftimate of life- which places happinefs 
in grandeur, he left among his papers the fubfequent 
reflections upon rank. “ One would be apt to wonder,” 
fays this amiable prelate, “that Nehemiah fhou'ld reckon 
a huge bill of fare, and a vaft number of promifeuous 
guefts, among his virtues and good deeds, for which he 
defires God to remember , him; but, upon better con- 
fideration, befides the bounty, and fometi ;es charity, of 
a great table, provided there be nothing of vanity or 
oftemation in it, there may be exercifed two very con- 
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fiderable virtues: one in temperance, and the other felf- 
denial; in a man’s being contented, for the fake of ihe 
public, to deny himfelf fo much, as to fit down every day 
to a feaft, and to eat continually in a croud, and almoll: 
never to be alone, efpecially when, as it often happens, 
a great part of the company that a man muft have, is the 
company that a man would not have, I doubt it will 
prove but a melancholy bufinefs when a man comes to 
die, to have made a great noife and buftle in the world, 
and to have been known far and near; but all this while 
to have been hid and concealed from himfelf. It is a 
very odd and fantaftical fort of a life, for a man to be 
continually from home, and mod of all a ftranger at his 
own houfe. It is furely an uneafy thing to fit always in 
a frame, and to be perpetually upon a man’s guard ; not 
to be able to fpeak a carefefs word? or to ufe a negligent 
pofiure, without obfervation and cenfure. Men are apt 
to think that they who are in the highefl places, and have 
the moft power, have mod .liberty to fay and do what 
they pleafe; but it is quite otherwife, for they have the 
lead liberty, becaufe they are mod obferved. It is not 
mine own obfervation : a much wifer man, I mean Tully, 
fays, ‘ In maxim-J quaque fortund minimum lieere that 
is, they that are in the highed and greated conditions 
have, of all others, the lead liberty. All thefe,and many 
more, are the evils which attend on greatnefs; and the envy, 
that purfuesit, is the refult of ignorance and vanity.” 

From his fird advancement to the primacy, Dr. Tillot- 
on had begun to conceive the mod enlarged defigns for 
the welfare of the church and the intered of religion; 
an d in thele noble views he received every encourage 
m ent and fupport from the throne : but Providence in its 
infinite wifdom called him from this fablunary hate 

« 5 
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before he had a full opportunity of employing the powers, 
with which he was inverted, to the beft purpofes for 
which they were given. He did not furvive his ad- 
vancement much more than three years, a term too limit- 
ed to effe&uate important changes, which (hould always 
be gradual and almoft imperceptible. While attending 
divine fervice at Whitehall, on Sunday, November iS, 
2694, he was feized with the dead palfy. The fit was 
flow in its advances, but fatal in its effects. His articu- 
lation became indiftinft, but his foul (hone ferene and 
calm amid the conflict. In broken words he thanked his 
maker that he felt his confcience at eafe, and that he had 
nothing farther to do but to wait the will of heaven. 

Much as Dr. Tillotfon had been traduced during life by 
the difaffe&ed and the depraved, the minds of men now 
underwent fuch a fudden converfion, that his death cre- 
ated univerfal fbrrow. Never was a fubjeft more fin- 
cerely lamented, or a funeral more numeroufly attended. 
All ranks came voluntarily forward to pay the memory 
of this good man, whofe virtues and ftation no longer 
excited envy, the homage of their tears 5 and to aflift 
at the laft folemnity! He was buried at the church of 
St. Lawrence, Jewry, where he had formerly difplayed 
his eloquence, and attracted the attention of the public. 

Not only malice fubfided, or was afliamed of the en- 
mity which it had borne him, but all deferiptions of men 
joined in his eujogy ; and well did he deferve the loudeft 
plaudits of gratitude and virtue. His whole life was ex- 
emplary. In his domeftic relations, in his friendfhips, 
and his whole commerce with the world, he was eafy and 
humble, frank and open, humane and bountiful. He dif- 
tributed his charity with ftfch a liberal hand, and defpifed 
.ie accumulation of money to fuch a degree, that he left 
Kithing for his family, after the liquidation of his debts, 
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except the copy-right of his fermons, which was fold 
for 2,500 guineas. 

As a theologift, archbilhop Tillotfon ranks very high, 
even in the opinion of foreign nations. His fermons have 
been frequently committed to the prefs, and will always 
be read with pleafure and improvement, fo lopg as regard 
fhall be paid to found divinity, adorned by good fenfe. 
They have been tranflated into feveral languages, and 
received this deferved and appolite panegyric from the 
able and critical Le Clerc. “ The merit of Tillotfon,” 
fays he, “ is above any commendation in my power to 
bellow; it is formed on the union of an extraordinary 
cleamels of conception, a great penetration, an exquifite 
talent of reafoning, a profound knowledge of true di- 
vinity, a folid piety, a moll lingular perfpicuity, and an 
unaffected elegance of ftyle, with every other quality 
that was decorous in a man of his order. His pulpit ha- 
rangues are for the moll part, exaCt differtations, and are 
capable of bearing the tell of the moll rigorous ex- 
amination.” 

XXX. JOHN LOCKE. 
Born 1632.—Died 1704. 

From jtb Charles I. to zd Anne. 
PHILOSOPHER will ever attraCl veneration in 

proportion to the folidity of his principles, and the con- 
formity that his pradice bears to his doCtrlhes. Locke, 
“ who made the whole internal world his own,” who 
fcanned our perceptions and our powers with intuitive 
clearuefs, who fixed civil liberty on the bafi*: of reafon. 
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and made religion appear amiable by his life,and con- 
verfation, will live to the latell: ages in the grateful 
memory of his country and of mankind, whom he en- 
lightened and improved. 

This celebrated philofopher was defcended from a 
genteel family in Somerfetfliire, but which had been con- 
fiderably reduced. His father was originally bred to the 
profeffion of the law, but, on the breaking out of the 
civil wars, took up arms in the fervice of the parliament, 
and rofe to be a captain. The fon was born at Wring- 
ton near Briltol; and, from his tendered infancy, expe- 
rienced the happy cffefts of paternal folicitude and at- 
tention to his improvement. In due time he was fent 
to Weftminfter fchool, where he remained till the age 
of nineteen, and was then entered of Chnft-church ; 
where he foon diflinguifhed himfelf by the promptnefs 
of his ingenuity, and the variety and extent of his ac- 
quirements. 

Having taken his degree in arts, he commenced 
the ftudy of phyGc as a profeffion; and, after going 
through the preparatory courfes, refolved to pra&ife at 
Oxford. 

The ftrength of his conflitution, however, being found 
unequal to the fatigues of the profeffion, and his furcefs 
probably not being very great, he gladly accepted an 
offer of being fecretary to fir William Swan, who was 
appointed envoy to the court of Brandenburg in 1664. 

This employ was of no long duration, but it was not 
without its advantages. It gave Mr. Locke an infight 
into men and bufinefs, and paved the way to his better 
reception afterwards in the world. 

Refuming his profeffional fludies at Oxford, he began 
to diftinguiffi himfelf alfo by his contempt of the fcho-. 
laflic jargon, and his general progrefs in found philo* 
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| fbphy. While thus laudably employed, an incident 

happened that changed the complexion of his fortune, 
and gave greater fcope to the energies of his mind. He 
had ftill wanted a patron, without which genius and 
merit feldom,rife: and he found one, without expe&ing 
it, in lord Afhley, afterwards the celebrated earl of 
Shafttfbury. 

His lordihip, having an abfcefs in his bread, was ad- 
vifed to drink the waters of Aftrop, near Banbury, and 
fent to a phyfician at Oxford to provide him fame againfl: 
his arrival in that city. This gentleman, being called 
away by other bufinefs, delegated his commiffion to Mr 
Locke, who foon made fuch an impi effion on lord Afliley 
by the urbanity of his manners and the ftrength of his 
underftanding that he was invited to accompany his 
iordlhip toAftrop; and having, by his medical advice, 
been inftrumental in faving his patron’s life, was after- 
wards taken into his houfe, and introduced to the ac- 
quaintance of other noble and diftinguiflied perfons. 
His lordfltip indeed was fo paitial to Mr. Locke, that 
he would not allow him to fubmit to the drudgery of 
praftifing phyfic out of his own family, excepting among 
a few particular friends 

In this fituation of elegance and refinement, he con- 
tinued feveral years with little intermifiion, and fketchtd 
his grand work, the “ EfTay on Human Underfland- 
ing;” but was prevented from making any confiderablc 
progrefs in it, by being appointed fecretary of prefenta- 
tions, when his patron was raifed to the dignity of lord 
chancellor. 

When lord Shaftefbury was deprived of the feals, Mr. 
Locke, who had enjoyed his mod unreferved confidence, 
fell into difgrace with him. However, his lordfliip be- 
ing dill prefident of the board' of trade, he was appointed 
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fecntary, which he held till the commiffion was dif- 
folved in 1674, when his public employments were at 
an end. 

Like a man who wifely had a view to the inftability 
of fortune, he ftill retained his ftudentfliip at Chnft* 
church, whither he occafionally reforted, allured by- 
books, literary converfation, and a pure air. Here he 
took his degrees of bachelor in medicine, in 1675; anc^ 
feeling a heftic tendency the fame year, he vifited Mont- 
pelier; at which place he made fome flay, and contradled 
feveral valuable friendfliips. Though he did not inter- 
mit an attention to his profelBon, in which he had ac- 
quired confiderable reputation with the intelligent, it 
feems his thoughts were chiefly direfted to his “ Eflay 
but this work as yet remained in embryo. 

In 1679, his noble patron, being again called into of- 
fice, fent for Mr. Locke; but, being difgraced and im- 
prifoned in a few months, he had no opportunity of ferv« 
ing his friend; and, flying into Holland to avoid pro- 
fecution, was immediately followed by his client. 

Involved in the difgrace, and implicated in the charges 
brought againft lord Shaftelbury, Mr. Locke became fo 
obnoxious to the court, that he was removed from his 
ftudentlhip by a ftretch of royal authority; a proceeding 
which he thought very irregular and unjuft. 

After this fpecimen of what he had to expert from 
government, our philofopher thought it prudent to re- 
main in exile, till the acceflion of James II. when, by the 
friendly interference of fir William Penn, he was offered 
a pardon, which, with the fpirit of a man confcious of 
innocence, he refufed ; alleging, that the acceptance of 
a pardon would be a tacit confelfion that he had been 
guilty of fome crime. 
v On the duke of Monmouth’s invafion he was again 
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tT.e objcft of jealoufy, and the Englifli envoy at the 
Hague demanded him to be delivered up. Having in- 
telligence of this, he abfconded, and employed himfelf 
on his “ Eflay,” till the fulpicion againft him appeared 
to be wholly groundlefs ; when he again came abroad. 

In 1687, he became a member of a literary fociety at 
Amfterdam, compofed of Limbroch, Le Clerc, and 
others, who met weekly to difcourfe on fubje&s of uni- 
verfal learning ; and the fame year he finilhed his great 
work, which had, at intervals, engaged his attention for 
the long fpace of nine years. Soon after, he publifhed 
an abridgement of it in French, as if to feel the pulfe of 
the public; and finding that the expectation which he 
wiflied to raife was confirmed, he put the entire work to 
prefs, on his arrival in England with the princefs of 
Orange, in February, 1689. 

Juftly regarded as a fufferer on revolution principles, 
as well as a man of worth and extraordinary abilities, he 
had confiderable pretenfions to the notice of govern- 
ment, and it is faid might have obtained a poll of im- 
portance; but fuch was the mediocrity of his ambition, 
that he declined a public miflion to any court moft ac- 
ceptable to himfelf, and was fatisfied with the place of 
commiffioner of appeals, worth about twg hundred 
pounds a year. 

The ftate of his health, which was never very good, 
being at this time extremely indifferent, he had the hap- 
pinefs to attraft the notice of fir Francis Mafliam and 
his lady, who kindly offered him an apartment at'Oates, 
in Effex. This tender he accepted; and here he fpent 
almofl the whole remainder of his days, in a fcciety to 
which he was endeared and endearing, with a tran- 
quillity fuiting the pilofopher, and a felicity which rarely 
falls even to a philofopher’s lot. 



JOHN LOCKE. 264 
In this focial retirement, he purfued his ftudies with- 

out interruption; ancl the firft fruits of them was his 
famous treatife “on Governmentone ofthe befton that 
fubjefl which any language can afford His letters “ on 
Toleration,” too, which appeared at intervals, together 
with a variety of controverfial, political, and religious 
pieces, gained him an increafing celebrity; which the 
puny efforts of literary opponents ferved only to raife. 

King William, in 1695, as a compliment to his public 
talents, made him one of the commiffioners of trade and 
plantations, which office he retained five years; but now, 
feeling an afihma, which had long afflicted him, begin- 
ning to fubdue his vital powers, he refigned his place, 
and fixed himfelf wholly at Oates; where he employed 
the remains of life in fludying the Scriptures, which had 
ever been the rule of his conduit, and now were the 
folace of his declining days. 

His diffolution approaching by fenfible, though flow, 
advances, he prepared himfelf for the lafl confliit, with 
the arms which chriftianity fupply, and with the calm- 
nefs of a true philofopher. The day before his death, 
while lady Mafliam was fitting by his bed-fide, he ex- 
horted her to regard this world only as a flate of pre- 
paration for a better; adding, that he had lived long 
enough, and expreffed his gratitude to God for the hap- 
pinefs which had fallen to his lot. He expired, without a 
groan, on the 38th of Oilober, 1704, and was interred 
in the church of Oates, where a monument is creeled to 
his memory, with a modeft infcnption written by him- 
felf. He died fincerely lamented by the good and wife; 
and his fame has fuffered no diminution from the lapfe of 
nearly an hundred years. 

His charafler, his manners, and fentiments, are briefly 
conveyed in the fubfequent ab ft rail, taken from an 
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atcoimt of this great; man, by a perfon who knew 
him well. It advantageoufly fupplie's the place -of 
any original reflexions, and furnilhes a rrtodel for imi- 
tation. 

“ Mr. Locke had great knowledge of the world, and 
of its buiinefs. He won efteem by his probity. His 
wifdom, his experience, his gentle and obliging manners, 
gained him the refpeX of his inferiors, the efteem of his 
equals, the friendfhip and confidence of the moft exalted 
ranks. At firft he was free of good advice; but expe- 
rience of the unfavourable manner in which it is gene- 
rally received, made him afterwards more referved. 

“In converfation, he wras inclined to the folid and 
ferious; but when occafion naturally offered, he gave 
in to the free and facetious, with pleafure and grace. He 
was no enemy to delicate and innocent raillery, or to 
anecdote aptly introduced, and naturally told. 

“ He loved to talk with mechanics, and ufed to fay, 
* that the knowledge of the arts contained more true 
philofophy than learned hypothefis.’ By putting quef- 
tions to artificers, he would fometimes difcover a fecret, 
not well underftood, and aflift to give them views 
entirely new, for their own profit, when carried into 
praXice. 

“ He was fo far from affeXing aftudied gravity, that 
he frequently turned it into ridicule ; and admired and 
quoted on fuch occafions the famous maxim of Roche- 
foucault, ‘that gravity is a myftery of the body, in order 
to conceal the defe. is of the mind.’ 

“ In every thing he delighted to employ his reafoning 
faculty: nor was any thing ufeful, beneath his care; fo 
that he appeared capable of fmall things as well as great. 
It was a common obfcrvation with him, ‘ that there was 
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an art in every thing;’ and the manner in which he fe* , j 
abont the moft trifling objeft gave a confiimaiion to hi* j 
remark.” 

XKXI. SIR JOHiNI HOLT, Knt. 
J.OED CHIEF JUSTICE Of THE COURT OF KINO’W 

SEN Cff. 
Born 164a.—Died 1709. 

jFnw; I Jtb Charles I. to ‘jth Anne. 
It has been faid by a celebrated poet, that “ an hone!! 
man’s the nobleft work of God.”—However this fentU 
Inent in its abftraft acceptation may be controverted on 
fubftantial grounds, as Ample honefty is rather, perhaps, 
a paflive than an adtive virtue, yet it will not be difputed, 

that an honeft and able lawyer is one of the moft valu- 
able members of fociety.” Both honefly and ability, 
however, without the concurrence of fortune, are fre- 
quently loft to the world ; but it was the happier lot of 
Holt to fill a Ration which developed and emblazoned his 
virtues and his talents. He was characterized by the 
Taller under the glorious title of Verus; by his profef- 
fion he has ever been confidered as a luminary of the 
firft order; and by his country, as a fpotlefs patriot. 

Thame, in Oxfordfhire, had the honour of producing 
this great ornament of the law. He was the fon of fir 
Thomas Holt, who flounfhcd in the fame profefiion dur- 
ing the reign of Charles II. and became recorder of 
Abingdon; whither he afterwards removed with his fa- 
mily. At the grammar-fchcol of that borough young 
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Holt received the rudiments of his education and was 
early diflinguilhed for a vivacity of difpofition, and » 
precocity of attainments. In due courfe he became gentle- 
man-commoner of Oriel college. Oxford, under the 
tuition of Mr. Francis Barry. What progrefs he made 
at the univerfity is uncertain : it feems probable, that he 
was more diftinguifhed for fprightlinefs than application j 
but he did not remain here long; for in the teventeenth 
year of his age, he entered hirhfelf of Gray’s inn, where 
his afiiduity foon became as confpicuous as his abilities. 
He ftudied the common law with indefatigable induftry, 
and fpeedily gained the reputation of an able barrifter. 

In the reign of James II. he was made recorder of 
London by the king’s letters-patent, the city having loft 
the privilege of electing its own officers; which was not 
reftored till the revolution. In this capacity hedifeharg- 
ed his duty with high applaufe, and received the honour 
of knighthood; but, refufing to fet his hand to the aboli- 
tion of the left, and to fan&ion the difpenfing power of 
the king, he gave fuch offence at court, that he was re 
moved from his place. But he did not lofe the fruits of 
his firm and honeft conduct. A good man may be de* 
graded, but cannot be difgraced. From this time Holt 
filled a larger fpace in the public eye; and his integrity 
marked him out for due reward, when a happier era. 
fhould commence. 

He was chofen a member -of the convention parlia- 
ment, in 1688, and appointed one of the managers on the 
part of the commons at the conferences holden withthe 
upper houfe, refpectiog the abdication of James and the 
vacancy of the throne. Here he had an ample field in 
which to difplay his legal talents, and the molt glorious 
opportunity that ever man enjoyed of {hewing his at- 
tachment to the principles of the conititution, whic^ 
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are equally remote from defpotic power and democratical 
contioul 

His judicious and patriotic behaviour on this occafion 
was the probable means of his advancement on the 
happy acceffion of William and Mary. Next year he' 
was conftituted lord chief juftice of the king’s bench, 
and fworn a member of the privy-council. Though ftill 
a young man for fuch an important ftation, his contempo- 
raries allow that he filled it with fignal honour to himfelf, 
and benefit to" his country. Attached to civil liberty, he 
fuffered no bias of gratitude, no influence, however 
great, to divert him from the line of duty ; and in fome 
very remarkable caufes, intimately affe£Ung the life and 
liberty of the fubject, He decided with that purity and 
independence which ought ever to direct a minifter of 
juflice. 

Forcible and perfpicuous in his definitions, and pofleAT- 
ing a difci iminating judgment, which ftript off the glofles 
of chicane, his inferences had all the weight ol authority, 
bee mfe they ore the feal ef truth. 

In the famous Banbury cafe, he exhibited an illuf- 
trious inftance of public fpirit and inflexible re&itude. 
Lord Banbury was indicted by the name of Charles 
Knollys, efq. for the murder of his brother in-law, cap- 
tain Lawfon. The houfe of lords had previoufly difal- 
lowed his peerage; but, on his demurring to their de- 
cifion and claiming trial by his peers, lord chief juftice 
Holt, after the cafe had been Solemnly and repeatedly 
argued by the crown lawyers and the counfel for the 
defendant, declaied in favour of lord Banbury; and 
proved, by the moft incontrovertible arguments, that a 
fupremecourt, in the laft refort. has no ju: ifdi&ion in an 
original cafe. “ The houfe of peers,” faid he, “ has 
jurifdiflion over its own members, and is a 'fupreme 
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court: but it is the law which has inverted them with 
fuc j ’t authorities; and, therefore, it is no diminu- 
tion of their power to fay, that they oupht to oolerve 
thofe limits which the law has prefe ibed to them, and 
which in other rtlpefts has made them fo great." As 
to the law of parliament which had be. n talked of, he 
did not know of any furh I vv; for every law that binds 
the fubjefts of this realm, U; ht either to be 'he common 
law and ufage of rhe r^ ihn. or ki a<rt of par’iament What 
had been faid by the king’s counsel refpefting the law of 
parliament, he confidered as only intended to frighten the 
judges, but that he aid not regard it; for though he had 
all refpeil and deference for that honouraole body, yet 
he fat there to adminifter juftice according to the .aws 
of the land, and according to his oath ; and that he rtiould 
regard nothing but the dilcharge of his duty. 

In confequence of this fpirited refolution, lord chief 
juftice Holt was afterwards fummoned to give his reafons 
for this judgment before a committee of the houfe of 
peers; but he difdaimd to comply with extrajumcial 
proceedings, and maintained the independence of the 
bench. Some of the lords Were fo much irritated at 
his mifhly firmnefs, that they threatened to fend him to 
the Tower; but the more difpaflionate and fenfible part 
of the houfe faw the danger of proceeding to fuch extre- 
mities: and as they were determined not to recognize 
lord Banbury’s title, the bufinefs dropt, both with re- 
gard to his iordftiip and judge Holt. 

When lord chancellor Somers refigned the great feal, 
in 1700, king William prefled lord chief juftice Holt to 
accept it; but his lordlhip, who had no ambition to quit 
his prefent honourable ftation, replied, “ that he never 
had had but one chancery fuit in his life, which he loft, 
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and confeqvently could not think' himfelf qualified for 
fo great a truft.” 

In the fecond year of queen Anne a very important 
caufe was agitated by the judges, relative to the right of 
returning officers to refufe a legal vote in the ele&ion of 
members for parliament. This, after being decided at 
the affizes in favour of the plaintiff, who had been 
rejected, was removed into the court of king’s bench, 
and attra&ed much notice, from being the firft queflion 
of the kind that had been tried there. Three of the 
judges were of opinion, that no injury was done to the 
plaintiff, or at leaft none that required legal redrefs, and 
were for reverfing the fentence for damages; but Holt, 
with an acumen which did him honour, and a love of 
liberty that ought to endear him to the lateft pofterity, 
maintained, “ that if the plaintiff had a right, he muff, of 
necelfity, have a means to vindicate and fupport it, and a 
remedy, if he is injured in the exercife or enjoyment of 
it; and that it was a vain thing to imagine a right with- 
out a remedy ; for want of right, and want of remedy^ 
were reciprocal.” 

This opinion involved him with the commons, as the 
Banbury cafe had with the lords; but he came off fupe- 
rior in the conflift, and gained the higheft applaufe and 
credit with his countrymen. The two houfes at laft 
became warm in the difpute, and the queen faw no 
other alternative to allay the ferment, than by diffolving 
the parliament. 

On every occafion. Holt fixenuoufly defended the 
onftitutional liberties of the fufejeft, and (hewed the 
titmoft averfion to the exercife of military power, under 
pretence of afiifting the civil. A riot happening in 
Holborn, on account of young perfons, of both fexes, 
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Bjeing trepanned and confined in a certain houfe, till 
»hey could be fi)ipped off to the plantations, a party of 
ithe guards were commanded to march to the fpot: but 
nan officer was firft difpatched to the lord chief juftice, 
jirequefting him to fend fame of his people; in order to give 
jfjthis affair a better appearance. “ Suppofe,*’ faid the judge 
jjto the officer, “ the populace will not difperfe, what 
gate you to do then?” “ Sir,” anfwered he, “ we have 
I orders to fire on them.” “ Have you fo,” returned his 

lordfliip; 1‘ then take notice of what I fay : if there be 
one man killed, and you be tried before me, I will take 

;}care that you, and every foldier of your party, fliall be 
if hanged.” Having difmiffed the officer, with a reprimand 
I for his employers, he ordered his tipflaves, with a few 
| conftables, to attend him ; and, proceeding to the fcene 
* of tumult, expoftulated with the mob, affured them of 
I juftice, and pacified them to fuch a degree that they 
I quietly difperfed. 
| This upright judge, having filled the chief feat of 
I juftice for the fpace of twenty-one years, with the higheft 
I credit to himfelf, and utility to the public, was carried 
f off by a lingering illnefs, in the fixty-eighth year of his 

age. His body was interred in the church of Redgrave, 
f in the county of Suffolk; where a fumptbous monument 

! was eredfed to his memory. By his lady, a daughter of 
fir John Cropley, he left no iffue. 

A judicious biographer has thus fummed up the cha- 
racter of lord chief juftice Holt, which, from an impar- 
tial review of his life, appears to be perfectly juft. “ He 
was,” fays this writer, “ one of the ableft and moft 

j upright judges, that ever prefided in a court of juftice. 
He was a perfect mafter of the common law, and applied 
himfelf with great affiduity to the functions of his import- 
ant office. Poffeffed of uncommon clearnefs of under- 
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landing, and great folidity of judgment, fuch was ttia 
integrity arid firmnefs of his mind, that he couki'never 
be brought to fwerve; in the leaft from what heefteemed 
law and juflice. tie was remarkably ftrenuous in nobly 
aflerting, and as rigoroufly fupporting, the rights and 
liberties of the fubject, to which he paid the greateft 
regard; and would not even fuffer a reflection, tending 
to depreciate them, to pafs uncenfured, or without a- 
fevere reprimand.” 

As a legal writer he was lefs diftinguidled, than as a 
difpenfer of law. The duties of his flation left him but 
little leifure; yet he is not unknown to ftudents by'his 
works. In 1708,'he publiflied fir John Keyling’s Re* 
ports, with fome annotations of his own, and three mo- 
dern cafes which had attracted great notoriety. 

Some juvenile frolics are generally afcribed to Holt, 
but we vouch not for their authenticity; yet as they con* 
vey the only exifling traits of his private character, we 
lhall briefly recite an anecdote of this kind, which; 
whether true or falfe, can reflect but little difgrace upon 
his memory. 

Being once out on a party of pleafure with fome young 
men, and their money being all fpent, it was agreed to 
part company, and try their fortunes feparately. Holt, 
put up with a bold face at the firft inn that came in his 
way; and, feeing the only daughter of the family, who 
was then about thirteen years old, fliiverihg under the 
lit of an ague,’ he immediately conceived an i iea how 
this circumftance might be turned to account. Interro- 
gating the mother, he difcovered that the girl had long 
laboured under this complaint, and that the art of medi- 
cine had been tried in vain. On this he fliook his head 
at the doctors, and bade her take courage, for that flie 
Ihould never have another fit. He then wrote an unin- 
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telligible fcrawl in court hand on a bit of parchment, and 
ordered it to be bound round the daughter’s wrift. It 
happened that the charm took effe&; and Holt, without 
-a penny in his pocket, at the end of a week called for his 
bill; but found the gratitude of the family, for his fkill 
and fervice, precluded them from making any demand. 
He was even confidered as a benefaftor of the firfi: order, 
and they parted with mutual good-will. 

In the courfe of many years, when railed to be a 
judge, he went the circuit in the fame county; and 
among other criminals at the affizes, was an old woman, 
accufed of witchcraft. She was indifted for having a 
fpell, by which flie could cure fuch cattle as were fick, 
or deftroy fuch as were well; and this magical charm, 
being feized upon her, was ready to be produced in 
court. Holt ordered it to be fliown him; and having 
d'vefted it of numerous coverings, found it to confift of 
that identical piece of parchment which he had ufed to 
cure the girl of an ague. He immediately recolle&ed the 
incident; and, with a magnanimity which exalted his 
chara&er, confefied the trick which he had played. The 
jury, of courfe, acquitted the culprit: the people blulhed 
at the folly and cruelty of their zeal; and judge Holt’s 
landlady was the laft that ever was tried in thofe parts 
for the nonfenfical crime of witchcraft. 
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XXXII. GILBERT BURNET, 

BISHOP OF SALISBURY. 
Born 1643.—Died 1715. 

From \%th Charles I. to zd George I. 
TThERE are fome men who appear great only while 
the fplendor of rank, or the buftle of ftation, dazzles the 
eyes of the fpeftators; others become magnified as they 
recede from the public view, and are feen like ftars in a 
difiant (ky. Of this laft defeription is bifhop Burnet; 
a man too much implicated in the various political con- 
vulfions, which agitated his time, to efcape cenfure, but 
whofe memory is generally allowed to be clear from any 
confiderable ftain. 

Gilbert Burnet wras defeended from an ancient family 
in Aberdeenflrire. His father was a lawyer; and, as a 
reward for his confiant attachment to the royal party, at 
the refioration was appointed one of the lords of feflion. 
His mother was fitter to the famous fir AJexander John- 
fton, and an enthufiaft for the theological tenets of 
Calvin. 

During the interregnum, Mr. Burnet, having refufed to 
acknowledge Cromwell’s authority, had no other em- 
ployment than the inftriuEtion of his.fon, which he at- 
tended to with the moft patient ibduftry ; and at ten years 
of age fent him to the univerfity- of Abefdeen, whither 
fee alfo removed himfelf, to aflift in fuperintending his 
education. This was fo ftri£tly purfued, that the youth 
was obliged to rife at four in the morning; a practice 
which became habitual to him, and gave him more time 
for ihidy and a larger enjoyment of life than fall to the 
fliare of moft men. Whatever is ftolen from fleep, is 
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certainly added to exigence; and though late hour* are 
juftly deemed injurious to health, early riling is at once 
conducive to pleafure and to profit. 

Burnet’s original deftination was the church ; yet he 
was fo much attached to the ftudy of civil and feudal 
law, that nothing could divert his attention from it; and 
from this fource he often declared that he had deduced 
jufter principles of civil fociety and government, than 
many of his profeffion would allow him to poflefs. 

Having fatisfied his mind on thofe fubjefts, he applied 
to divinity with equal ardour; and, as a relaxation, 
perufed a prodigious number of books on fubjefts of ge- 
neral knowledge; ^9 that he was mailer of a vail fund of 
learning before he reached his eighteenth year. Being 
admitted a probationer preacher, he declined a benefice 
which was offered him ; and having loft his father in 1663, 
he vifited Oxford and Cambridge, where he flayed about 
fix months. 

Next year he made the tour of Holland and France, 
atfd perfefted himfelf in Hebrew, by the afliftance of a 
rabbi at Amfterdaro. Here likewife he became ac- 
quainted with the moft diftinguifhed divines of the va- 
rious fedls, which toleration has united in friendly inter- 
courfe; and, having fuch a lovely pattern before his eyes, 
hp became fixed in a ftrong principle of univerfal cha- 
rity, and an invincible abhorrence of all intolerance in 
religion. 

On his return to Scotland, he was admitted into holy 
orders, and prefented to the living of Saltoun. His 
abilities would not fuffer him to be inaftive or ufelefs. 
He mediated between the epifcopalians and the prefby- 
terians with confiderable effeft, but rendered himfelf 
obnoxious to the zealots of both parties. Such is to* 
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frequently the only reward of candour and liberality of 
femiment. 

Being promoted to the divinity chair of Glafgow, he 
fllled that ftation upwards of four years, and made him- 
felf very acceptable to the duchefs of Hamilton; which 
was the bafis of his future promotion. The earl of 
Lauderdale invited him to London, where he had the 
choice of fobr Septtifh biftioprics offered him, but he 
declined them all. On his return to Glafgow, he efpouf- 
cd lady Margaret Kennedy, daughter of the earl of Caf- 
filis, and file wed th£ moft generous difintereftednefs by 
the manner in which he difpofed of her fortune. 

His merit and abilities had for feme time pointed him 
out as a proper perfon to wear the mitre, but he ftill de- 
clined promotion in Scotland. However, on the king’s 
own nomination, he was made chaplain in ordinary ; but 
on giving fome difgufl to the court, his name was foon 
after erafed from the lift. 

Finding his enemies beginning to prevail, herelinquifh- 
ed his profeffor’s chair at Glafgow, and refolved to fettle 
in London. His reputation as a facred writer and divine 
was fo great, that, notwithftanding the oppofition of the 
court, he was appointed preacher at the Rolls chapel, and 
foon after chofen lecturer of St. Clements. 

His fame being fully eftablifhed, and his popularity 
increafing, in 1679 he publifhed the firft volume of his 
Hiftory of the Reformation; for which he obtained the 
thanks of parliament. About this time he was acci- 
dentally introduced to the acquaintance of the dHTolute 
earl of Rochefler; and had fuch a happy influence on his 
mind, that the earl in confequence became a fincere 
penitent, and a convert to chriftianity. 

Burnet, though odious to the court, was highly re- 
fpeffed by the people, and for fome time this was his 
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fhield of deFence; but, having given frefh provocation 
by his amiable folicitude for lord William Ruflel, he re- 
tired to France, where the moft flattering diftin£tion» 
were paid him: but, refuming his clerical functions in 
London, he inveighed with fo much afperity againft 
popery, that he was filenced by royal authority. 

On the aeceflion of James,- he retired from the king- 
dom, and travelled into Italy. Pope Inocent II. volun- 
tarily offered him a private audience, that the ceremony 
of kilfing the flipper might be difpenfed with : but Burnet 
waved this polite advance in the moft civil manner that 
he could.- He, however, vifited fome of the cardinals 
without referve, and made no difguife of his fentiments. 
This freedom could not long be tolerated, and he re- 
ceived an intimation from'prince Borghefe,-that it would 
be prudent to withdraw. However commendable it rs 
to be zealous for the truth, there furely can be no meritf 
in that intemperate ardour which overlooks the decorums 
of time and place. To difpute is not to convince : and 
Barnet, on this occafion, feems to have forgot what was 
due to the prejudices or inftitutions of a country in which; 
he had no intereft, and whofe government he was bound 
to refpeft, fo long as he remained under its protection. 

After travelling through Italy and Switzerland, he ar- 
rived at Utrecht, with adefign of taking up his refidence 
in the United Provinces. The prince and princefs of 
©range, to whom,.he had been recommended by their 
party in. England, hearing of his arrival, gave him a very 
prefling invitation to the Hague,-whkh-he accepted ; and 
foon was admitted into the moft intimate confidence of 
thofe illuftrious perfonages. He advifed the equipment 
of fuch a fleet as would be fufficiem to fupport their de- 
figns, and to encourage their friends at once to declare in 
their favour. Meanwhile, he facilitated their reception*, 
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by publifliing an account of his travels, in which he re- 
prefented popery and tyranny as infeparable, whh a view 
to alienate the afFe&ions of the people from James; and 
by fome other cauftic reflexions on the conduX of 
government, aXively circulated in loofe flieets, gave fuclr 
umbrage to the king, that he earneftly defired Burnet 
might be forbid the’ court of the prince and princefs. 
This was complied with in appearance, not in reality; 
and, foon after paying his addrefles to a mifs Scot, a 
Dutch lady of fortune, birth, and accompliftifnents, he 
obained an aX of naturalization in that country : which 
incenfed James to fuch a violent degree, that the court 
proceeded againft him in a charge of high treafon, and 
a fentence of outlawry was pafled upon him. 

Burnet, however, now fecure under the proteXion of 
the States, to which he had transferred his allegiance, 
rather irritated than foothed his enemies; and being im* 
perioufly demanded by James, it was urged that he had 
become a fubjeX of the United ftates, and that if he had 
committed any crime, he was amenable only to their 
courts. 

This put an end to all farther application ; and Burnet, 
is forwarding the views of the prince of Orange, mult 
have now confidered himfelf not only as employed in 
fecuring the liberties of his country, but in redrefling his 
own private wrongs. It is ever dangerous and impolitic 
to injure or negleX a man of genius and talents ; for his 
refentmeut is commonly as keen as his gratitude for fa- 
vours is warm. 

The deliverer of this country, the illuflrious prince 
of Orange, having made all due preparations for his ex- 
pedition, was attended by Burnet in quality of chaplain; 
who, by his pulpit eloquence, and the pap rs which he 
drew up as an expofition of the prince’s fentiments and 
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intentions, was eminently inftrumenral in rendering the 
revolution as bloodiefs as it was glorious. 

Such fignal fervices did not long pafs without their re- 
ward. William had not been many days on the throne, 
before Dr. Burnet was promoted to the Tee of Saliibury. 
In parliament he diftinguiflied himfelf by declaring for 
lenient meafures towards fuch of the clergy as refufed to 
take the oaths to William and Mary; and exerted his 
bed abilities in promoting a legal toleration of the dif- 
fenters. So far his conduct expofed him to no obloquy; 
but having incautioufly admitted fome words into his firft 
paftoral letter, in which he feemed to ground the title of 
William on the right of conqued, both houfes of parlia- 
ment, to (hew their deteftation of fuch a falfe doftrine, 
ordered it to be burned by the hands of the common 
hangman. 

Burnet, however, did not fuffer politics to abforb all 
his attention. Hiving the felicity to fee the govern- 
ment fettled on the firm foundation of rational liberty 
he conftantly fecluded himfelf from its concerns as foou 
as the bufinefs of parliament was over; and, retiring to 
his diocefe, by the mod indefatigable zeal difcharged the 
duties of his funtdion; viliting, confirming, ordaining, 
and fuperintending, with a vigilance and alfiduity very 
uncommon, and truly meritorious. 

To pluralities he was a declared enemy, except when 
the value of the livings was fmall, and their contiguity 
convenient. With regard to refidence, he was peremptory 
and drift; and this he inforced by his own example as 
much as by epifcopal authority; for even when the 
king exprefled his- defire, during abfence, that he would 
attend and counfel the queen on contingencies, this con- 
fcientious prelate would not accept of lodgings at White- 
hall, but hired a houfe at Windfor, that he might dill 
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be within the limits of his dioccfe and yet able to attend 
at court, as occafion required. 

Though his integrity and duty fometimes carried him 
beyond the bounds of courtly politenefs, and the king 
felt the blunt freedom of his fpeech, yet he was holden 
in the higheft eflimation during the whole of that reign ; 
and, as the ftrongeft proof of the exalted opinion his 
majefty entertained of him, when it became neceflay 
to fettle the houfhold of the young Duke of Gloucefter, 
Dr. Burnet was earneflly folicited to undertake the office' 
of his preceptor; and honourable as the appointment 
was, with great relu£tance he complied, left it fliould 
withdraw him from the care of his diocefe. Indeed, 
when he could excufe himfelf no longer, he prefied the 
Tefignatioji of his bifhopric; but, on the refufal of this 

hi* that the. duke fliould refit!e. zt 
Windfor during fummer, and that he fliould be allowed 
fen weeks annually to difcharge his paftoral office. 

Under the tuition of fuch an able and judicious maf- 
ter, the young prince made a rapid progrefs ; but a pre- 
mature death.rendered all the labours of Biirnet ineffec- 
tual, and clouded the prpfpefts of the nation. 

In 1699, the bifliop publiflied his famous Exposition 
cf the thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England; 
S work which expofed him to public and private attacks: 
but the numerous editions through which it has run, fliew 
the approving fenfe pofteiiiy entertains of its merits. . 

Having loft his fecond wife by the fmali pox, he mar- 
lied a widow lady of great knowledge, piety, and virtue, 
and who fupplied the place to h:s children of the natural 
parent which they had been deprived of. 

During the reigil of queen Anne, he was lefs a fa- 
vourite at court; but her majefty ever treated him with 
duerefpedf, and encouraged him to fpeak his mind frtely 
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n national affairs. He fliewed himfelf on all occafions 

worthy of this confidence; and ftrenuoufly exerted hitn- 
felf in featingthe prefent illuftrious family on the throne; 
an event which he had the felicity to fee aceomplifhed 
before he was called from the ftage of life; 

After various ineffeftual endeavours to better the fitii- 
ation of the clergy, he had the fatisfa&ion at laft to find 
his projeft for augmenting fmall livings carried - into 
execution. The operation of queen Anne’s bounty, 
as it is called, has certainly relieved much clerical dif- 
trefs;.yet what a forlorn profpeil have the minifters of 
religion before them, when a governor'of this charity 
informs them that it will be three hundred years before 
every living in England and Wales is raifed to the poor 
pittance of tool, per annum ! That government is bound 
tp adopt fome more efficacious remedy in favour of the 
poorer clergy, will fcarcely be difputed by any one who 
allows the utility and influence of the facerdotal order; or 
thinks that religion is the balm of life, and the pafl’port 
to a happy immortality. 

Biftiop Burnet, towards the clofe of life, became, - in 
feme tneafurei abftrafted from that world#which he was^ 
about to leave. When he had attained his feventy- 
fecond year, he was attacked with a cold which, dege- 
nerating to a pleuritic fever, baffled all. the aids of me-- 
dicine,-and fpeedily brought him to the grave.. His 
ftnfes were clear to the laft; and exerdfes of 'devotion- 
Snd affe&ipnate advice to his family, occupied his chief 
concern and attention. To him death appeared ftripped 
of every terror: he hailed its approaches with joy. He 
was buried in the church of St. James, Clerkenwell, 
where a handfome monument was ere&ed to his me— 
mory. 
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“ The Hiftory of his own Times,^ a work of vari- 

ous knowledge, but not exempt from fymptoms of 
party virulence, was publiflied after his deceafe, accord- 
ing to his exprefs directions, without alteration or 
abridgement; and will (till be read with pleafure as a 
picture of a very interefting epoch in-our hiflory. As 
a theologift, and a controverfial writer, he has likewife 
left many proofs of acutenefs and diligence, of profound 
learning and extenfive obfervation. 

From his celebrated character, by the illuftrious mar- 
quis of Halifax, we fubjoin a few extracts. It waa 
written by a contemporary, and has been allowed, by 
impartial judges, to be appropriate and fair. 

“ Dr. Burnet,” fays this noble writer, “ like all men 
who are above the ordinary level, is feldom fpoken of 
in a mean way ; he muft either be railed at or admire^ 
He has a fwiftnefs of imagination, that no. other man 
comes up to. His fir ft thoughts may fometimes require 
more digeflion, npi from a defeCt in his judgment, but 
from tUe abundance of his fancy, which furnilhes mat- 
ter too fall for him. His friends love him too w ell to, 
heed fmall faultsor, if they do, think that his greater 
talents give him a privilege of ftraying from the ftriCl 
rules of caution, and, exempt him from the ordinary 
rules of cenfure. He is not quicker in difcerning other 
men’s faults, than he is.in forgiving them ; fo ready, or 
rather glad, to acknowledge his own, that from ble- 
miflies they became ornaments. All the repeated pro- 
vocations of his indecent adverfaries have had no other 
effeCt than the fetting his gc id*nature in fo much ^ 
better light, fince his anger never yet went farther than 
to. pity them. That heat, which in moft other men 
laifes lharpnefs and fatire, in him glow's into warmth 
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for his friends, and compaffion for thofe in want and 
mifery. 

‘ He makes many enemies by fetting an ill-natured 
example of living, which they are not inclined to foil iw. 
Ilis indifference'for preferment -his contempt, not only 
of fplendor, but of all unneceffary plenty ; his degrad- 
ing himfelf into the lowed and mod painful duties of 
his calling ;—are fuch unprelatical qualities, that, let 
him be never fo orthodox in other things, in thefe he 
mud be a diffenter. Virtues of fucb a damp are fo 
many hereG.es, in the opinion of thofe divines who have 
foftened the primitive injunctions, fo as to make them 
fuit better with the prefent frailty of mankind. No 
wonder then if they are angry, fince it is in their own 
defence; or that, from a principle of felf-prefervation, 
they fliould endeavour to fipprefs a man whofe parts 
are a diame, and whole life is a fcandal, to them.” 

XXYIII. WILLIAM PENN,. 
SOUNDER OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Born 1644.-—Died 1718.. 
From Uj.b Cbaries l. to 4. ft George I. 

TO confine all. merit to a particular religious per- 
fuafioo, is certainly the property of a little mind^ of a 
mind nei her illumined by reafon, nor influenced by 
chridianity. The bigot looks at principles alone, and 
tondemus without mercy thofe that do not exactly tally 
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with his own. The man of virtue and underftandiog 
makes a candid allowance for the prejudices of education, 
or the fallibility of human judgment; and in right 
practices, from whatever fource they fpring, fees much 
to love and to admire. The former, in his narrow zeal, 
difregards good aftions, the only inconteftible proof of 
good principles; the latter, without fuffering any im- 
proper bias to mrflead him, judges of the tree according 
to its fruit. 

Had Penn, of whom we here prefent fome brief no- 
tices, lived in the age of Solon or Lycurgns, his name 
would have been fure to float down the ftream of time 
with theirs. As a legiflator, it is impoffible to deny him 
the tribute of untnixed applaufe, and in this light we 
iliall principally confider him; as a religionift, he rigidly 
adhered to the dilates of confcience, regardlefs of for- 
tune or of fame, and therefore is entitled tc refpeft and 
veneration from fuch as may not, however, approve his 
particular tenets. 

This extraordinary man, one of the original bulwarks 
of the fociety called quakers, and the founder and legif- 
lator of PennfylvaniaT was the fon of admiral fir William 
Penn, the fortunate conqueror of Jamaica. He was'born 
in London, and was-partly; educated under a domeftic 
tutor, and partly at a fchool at Chigwell, in Eifex. He 
appears to have had early and deep impreflions of reli- 
gion on his mind,, and to have experienced, or fancied, 
divine communications, between the twelfth and fifteenth 
year of his age. About this period too, it feems proba- 
ble that he-had been a hearer of one Thomas Loe, a 
quakcr, who afterwards fixed him in the principles of 
that fe&; and that the imprefiidn which he then re- 
ceived, was never afterwards effaced from his heart. 
The. ductile mind of youth, like the warm wax, is fuf- 
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fteptiblo of any form ; and firft principles and prepof- 
feflions are well known to be with difficulty eradicated. 

This was ftrongly exemplified in Penn, who, in 1660, 
was admitted a gentleman commoner of Chrift-churcbj 
Oxford ? but, foon withdrawing from the national wor- 
ship, and performing religious exercifes in private with 
fome other ftudents of a ferious difpofition, he was firft 
fiaed for nonconformity, thougti then but fixteen years 
of age, and afterwards expelled. 

"His father was fo much incenfed at this conduft, 
which he confidered as a bar to his future preferment,, 
that, when expoftolation proved ineffectual to alter his 
fentiments, he. turned him out of doors. Relenting, 
however, on mature refleftion, he tried the effe^s of a 
journey to the continent; in hopes that the peculiar re« 
lig:ous notions of the young man would yield to the at- 
tractions of company, and a more enlarged knowledge 
of the world. After a confiderable (tay in France, young 
Penn returned the accom;.lifbed gentleman ; and was re- 
ceived'with joy by his fat her,.whole affection for him ap- 
pears to have been ardent and fincere. It is faid, that 
during his refidence in Paris, being aflaulted one evening 
in the ftreets, by a ptrfon with a drawn fword, he was fo 
well'fkillei in fencing, that he difartned his antagonift. 
This barbarous practice, however, he flrongly reprobates 
in his writings; and, to mark its abfnrdity, puts in the 
balance a trifling infult, with the probable lofs of life and 
the crime of muftler. 

In'the twemy-feccnd rear of his age, bis father com- 
mitted to his fuperintendence a confiderable eftate in 
Ireland. Here he accidentally found the fame Thomas 
Loe, whofe preaching had' made fuch an early and lift- 
ing impreffion on his-tender mind ; and, joining the fo- 
eiety of quakcrs, who were then under perfecution, he 
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was committed to prifon with fome others, but foon re* 
leafed by the interpofition of his father. 

Being ordered back to England, paternal regard was 
again excited to reclaim him, but in vain. He felt the 
ftrongeft principles of duty to a fond parent; but his 
opinions were now fo rooted, that he was abfolutely in- 
flexible to all retnonftrances. In confequence, he was 
again caft on the wide world ; and, taking up the voca- 
tion of a public preacher among the quakers, he fullered 
various perfecutions, with a firmnefs and padence which 
claim our admiration. The caufe for which he fuffered 
became endeared to him by every trial that he underwent. 
Oppwfition has fometimes made as many martyrs as con- 
fcience! 

The admiral again attempted to compromife matters 
with his fon. HeTequefted only that he would confent 
to be uncovered in prefence of the king and the duke of 
York. Even this external mark of refpe<3, as it violated 
one of the principles which he had adopted, was waved 
as inconfiftent with his duty. His father, at laft, finding 
his pet feverance in the tenets of quakerifm to be theeffeA 
of pure though miftaken principle, received him into the 
bofom of hi;- family without any conceffions; and de- 
parting this life foon after, bequeathed him with his be- 
nedidion a plentiful fortune. Notwithftanding the op- 
pofition which he had,given to his Ton’s religious condu&, 
with his dving breath he adjured him to do .nothing con. 
trary to his confcience.—“ So will you keep peace at 
home, which will be a comfort in the day of trouble.” 

After enduring another imprifonment for attending a 
quaker meet ng, he vifited Holland and Germany : and 
met wiih.a very flattering reception from the princels 
Elizabeth of Bohemia, daughter of James I. His writings, 
hi? labours, and his fufferings, for fome years, were 
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rarions; but we now come to an epoch in his life which 
changed the complexion of his fortune, and gave a full 
difplay to biswifdom and his virtues. 

Charles II in 1681, as a compenfation for fervices and 
Aims due to his decealed father, conferred by patent, on 
Mr. Penn and his heirs, the province of Pennfylvania ; fo 
called from the name of the fubordinate grantee. The 
proprietor immediately drew up an impartial account of 
the climate and produce, and propofed very eafy terms 
to fettlers. But, confidering the royal grant as com* 
ferring a title, not a right, he wrote in the mod affec- 
tionate terms to the Indians, explaining his peaceable 
intention^, and expreffing his wilh to hold the lands 
which-had been ceded him, not only by the king’s patent, 
but alfo by their confent and love Commi Toners were 
accordingly named to carry his juft and benevolent views 
into execution 1 while the natives, unaccufomed to be 
treated like men, liftened with pleafure to the propofals 
made them, conceived a high opinioitof him, and entered 
into an amicable treaty, which was never broken. 

The difqualifkations under which fome fefts laboured 
in England at this period, and the perfecution of others, 
ferved to people the new colony. The city of Phila- 
delphia was laid out according to a judicious and regular 
plan, and rapidly inrreafed. Penn himfelf drew up the 
fundamental conftitution of his province in twenty four 
articles; and in the following year, the frame of its go? 
vernment. Had he never written anything brfides, this 
would have (uftked to render -his fame immortal. In his 
code, he not only displayed the founded wifdom, but 
alto the mofl amiable moderation and warm philanthropy. 
Though perfecuted for his own religion, he fliews his 
deteftation of intolerance, not on.y from its moral 
turpitude, but his inherent love of juluee. All pa-ions. 
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Who acknowledged a fupreme Governor of the univertV, 
and who held themfelves obliged in confcience to live 
peaceably and juftly in civil fociety, were in no wiffe to be 
molefted nor prejudiced for their religious opinions;- 
The fame amiable difpofition was difplayed in fettling 
the civil government, and eftablifhing courts of juftice. 
To prevent expenfive law-fuits, he ordered three peace- 
makers to be chofen by every county courtj in quality of" 
common arbitrators. In fhort, during the two years that 
he redded in his province, he fettled its government on 
the firmed bafis of jufiice ; he ingratiated himfelf with 
the Indians to an extraordinary degree; and taught his 
people by example, as'weli as precept,-the advantage of* 
diligence and economy, and the happinefsof foBriety and- 
order. He left Pennfylvania in 1684, with the affection 
of the fettlers, and the veneration of the Indians; and: 

returned to England with his wife and family. 
On the acceflion of James II. he was treated wifh 

- much difiinftion at court, and therefore lay*'under- the 
imputation of an attachment to popery, from which he 
fully exonerated himfdf; but on the revolution, he was 
arrefted, on fufpicion of correfponding with the abdi* 
cated king, examined before the council, and obliged to* 
give fecurity for his appearance the firft day of-term. 
Again and again he underwent this vexation from falfe 
allegations/which induced him at laft to abfcond ; but 
after feme time,- being permitted to appear before the 
king and council, he vindicated his innocence with fuch 
fpirit and effe£f, that his calumniators fhrunk from the 
charge. After various peregrinations as a’puhlic preach- 
er, in 1699, he revifited P^nfylvania, with his wife and- 
family; where, it is faid, he intended to fpend the remain- 
der of his days: but, in 1701, he was recalled, to defend 
his proprietary right, which .had been attacked in his. 
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abfence. However, he fupported his legal claims; and 
was highly refpefted by queen Anne, whofe court he 
eften vifited. Here perfecution clofed; and here his 
active labours ceafed. 

Age advancing, with its concomitant infirmities, he 
quitted the vicinity of London, and fettled at Rufcombe, 
in Berkftiire, where he gradually declined; and at length 
quitted this fublunary fcene, in the feventy-fourth year 
of his age. 

As a writer, he evinced great good fenfe, except where 
it was obfcured by myfticifm, or the peculiarity of his 
religious creed. As a mild and beneficent man, of the 
pureft virtue, integrity, and confcience, he is an honour 
to any religious fociety; as a legiflator, he is an honour 
to the country that produced him. 

Though pofieflcd of an ample fortune, it was reduced 
by his charity to his brethren, by the impofitions which 
he fuftered from ill-difpofed perfons, and thedifinterefted- 
nefs which he Ihewtd in raifing a revenue from his 
province. When offered an impofi by the colonifts on 
certain goods, he returned thanks for this mark of af- 
fection, but declined its acceptance. He fcemed to con- 
fider the fettlers as his children, and thought it unbe- 
coming a father to fleece them of their property. 

At times, his affairs were fo deranged, that he was 
afraid of his creditors. A pieafant anecdote is recorded 
on an occafion of this nature.—He had contrived an 
aperture, at his houfe, in Norfolk-ftreet by which he 
could fee without being feen. A creditor, having lent 
in his name, waited a long, time for admiffton. “Will 
not thy mafter lee me?’’ faid he, at laft, to the fervant. 
“ Friend,” replied the fervant, “ he has feen thee, but 
does not like thee.” 
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XXXIV. JOSEPH ADDISON, 

SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Born 1672.—Died 1719. 

From lid Charles 1L to $tb George 1. 
TPO feleft the brighteft luminaries from the literary 
conftellation which has gilded.the Britifh horizon, is both 
a difficult and an invidious talk. Our limits admit only 
a few at beft; and thofe, to come within our plan, mull 
poffiefs pre-eminence of genius, or have been (ignally fa- 
voured by fortune. Many have gained the height of re- 
nown in the republic of letters; but fcanty is the number 
of thofe who, like Addifon, have rifen principally by 
literature, to an exalted ftation in the ftate. His life, 
therefore, independent of its own excellence, will convey 
many a moral leflbn. It js calculated to infpire hope 
and emulation by the proof that eminent defert will fre- 
quently be crowned with reward; it is alfo calculated to 
reprefs the vain ambition of fliining in every fphere, 
when it is evident that Addifon neither increafed his 
fame, nor his happinefs, by the elevated public rank 
which he acquired. ' 

This inimitable writer was fon to the dean of Litch- 
field ; and fir ft faw the light at Milfton, near Ambrefbury, 
in Wilts, of which place his father was alfo red or. 
When he came into the world, his ftay in it was likely 
to be fo very fliort, that he was inftantly baptized: 
indeed, fome fay, that he was laid out for dead as foon 
as born. 

The firft rudiments of education he received under a 
clergyman, at the place of his nativity. He was then 
fuccatfively removed to Salifbury, Litchfield,.and the 
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Charter-houfe, fchools. At the laft excellent feminary 
of clalfical learning;, he purfued his juvenile ftudies with 

.extraordinary fuccefs; and here he contra&ed an inti- 
macy with fir Richard Steele, which the fimilarity of 
tafte and purfuits rendered almoft as durable as their 
live-. It is one great advantage, indeed, which public 
fchools poflefs over private, that youths of merit have a 
chance of contrafting fome valuable friendlhips, or of 
exhibiting, at an early period, thofe energies of mind, 
which lay the foundation of their future fortune. But 
the future deftination ought to decide the preference of a 
public or private education : the latter is, perhaps, beft 
adapted to the common bufinefs of life. 

Addifon was fcarcely fifteen years of age, when he 
was fent to Queen's college, Oxford. Here his appli- 
cation' to clalfical learning continued without imermif- 
fion. He had already acquired an elegant Laiin ftyle; 
and fome of his verfes in that language falling into the 
hands of Dr. Lancafter of Magdalen college, he enter- 
tained fuch a high opinion of the writer’s genius, that he 
procured Addifon admiffion into .his own college, where 
our accomplifhed youth proceeded bachelor and mailer 
of arts; and is fill confidered as one of the moft il. 
luflrious charaflers which that refpedlable foaiety has fent 
fotth. 

His reputation for Latin poetry, which, however, is 
rather calculated to (hew the clafiical fcholar, than the 
man of genius, Toon fpread over the univerfity ; and 
many elegant fpecimens of his performances, in this way, 
are Hill extant in the Mufarum Anglicanarum Analefta. 

Nolwithftanding the acknowledged purity of his Eng- 
lifii fiyle, he is faid to have been twenty-two years old 
before he made himfelf confpicuous by any compofition 
in the vernacular tongue. No fooner, however, had lie 
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attempted Englifh poetry, than his reputation was confl- 
derably increafed, as more were qualified to eftimate his 
merits in that province. He attra&ed the notice of 
Dryden, and the friendlhip of Sachevereli, by his writ- 
ings; but what led to more important confequences, was 
his poem on one of king William’s campaigns, addreffed' 
to the Jord keeper Somers, This great flatefman re- 
ceived our author’s advairces with great politenefs, and 
took him under his immediate and entire profession. 
Addifon had only intimated that th^ patronage of Somers 
would be acceptable, and it was his good fortune to ob* 
tain it. By his favour, and that of Mr. Montague, chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, who both difcerned his fine 
genius, and wiflied to give it the laft polifii, he received 
an annual penfion of 30©!. on which he was enabled to 
make the faftiionable tour through the different countries 
of Europe. 

It appears that Addifon had been preflingly folicited 
by his college friends to enter into holy orders, but his 
political patrons diverted him from this intention, and he 
fet out on his travels in 1699. After flaying a year at 
Blois, to matter the Frenth language, he proceeded to 
Italy ; which he travelled through, and afterwards de- 
feribed with the eye and the fancy of a poet. His 
poetical epiftle to Montague, lord Halifax, from that 
country, is one of the moft finifhed productions of Ad- 
difon’s genius, and its multifarious beauties have occar 
fioned its tranflation into feveral languages. While it 
breathes the fpirit of independent gratitude, it evinces 
his clatTical genius and love of liberty, and is equally 
honourable to the poet and his patron. 

Mr. Addifon returned in 1703, and his friends being 
either removed or in difgrace, h;s penfion was with- 
holden, and his. profpefts' for a tare, feemed to be. 
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clouded. Fortune, however, tookT him up at this crifis, 
and his abilities fecured the vantage ground which flie 
gave him. 

The vidtory at Blenheim had juftly fpread triumph and 
confidence over the nation, but it had not yet beeih cele- 
brated by a poet worthy of fuch a lofty theme. Lord 
Godolphin was lamenting this to lord Halifax, with a 
wifii that the latter, who was a poet himfelf, would 
recommend fome genius qualified for doing juftice to the 
fubjeft. Halifax immediately recollefted his friend Ad- 
difon, commended his merit and ingenuity, and gave lord 
Godolphin fo effedtually the imprellion which he intend- 
ed, that our poet was folicited to engage in this talk, and 
executed it fo much to the fatisfadion of his noble em- 
ployer, that he was made commiffioner of appeals. 

Next year his Travels werepubliflted, and dedicated to 
lord Somers. At firft they met with an indifferent re- 
ception : the claflical allufions and quotations were too 
frequent for common readers ; but real judges were not 
Jong in recognizing /heir merits, and in a fhort time 
it would have appeared unfafluonable not to admire 
them. . 

About the fame time, Mr. Addifon attended lord Ha- 
lifax to Hanover; and in 1706 was made under-fecretary 
of flare, in which capacity iie officiated both under fir 
Charles Hedges, and his fucceffor the earl of Sunder- 
land. 

The,votaries of the opera now importuned Addifon to 
try whether fenfe and found under his aufpices might not 
be rendered compatible] To oblige them, he compofed 
his inimitable “ Rofamond,” which was dedicated to the 
duchefs of Marlborough; but fo flrongly was the public 
prejudiced in favour of the Italian operas, that the genius 
of Addifon, and the pure tafle^of a few ddlinguiflied 
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judges, could not baniflj the abfurdity of liftening t« 
a language, w h'cb, to this day, not one in twenty under- 
flands, and to a fpecies of mufic which fewer, though 
taught by habit to commend, can really feel. 

When the marquis of Wharton was appointed lord 
lieutenant of Ireland in 1709, he made Mr. Addifon his 
fecretary, and the queen was gracioufly plrafed to confer 
on him the office of keeper of the records.in that king- 
dom, with an increafe of falary. 

Soon after, Steele commenced the Tatler * and Addi- 
fon, having difeerned his early friend in the author, vo- 
luntarily lent his affiftance. His communications, in- 
deed, were fo valuable, that Steele candidly confefled, 
“ he fared like a diftrefied prince who calls in a power- 
“ ful auxiliary.” The fuperiority of Addifon’s genius and 
his tafte in fine profe writing were fo fupreme, that 
Steele, though the original projeiffor of that immortal 
work, flirank to a fecondary obje£h 

The change of miniftry, w hich afterwards took place, 
again left our author more at liberty to cultivate elegant 
literature; and no fooner was the Tatler laid down, 
than, in concert with Steele, he brought out that match- 
lefs periodical paper the Spectator, the moft capital and 
popular of all his works; and which, though too much 
taken up with political and temporary allufions and de- 
tails, is ftill read with pleafure and advantage, and will 
continue to inftruft and improve as long as the Englilh 
language exifts. 

The Guardian, another periodical production in the 
fame tafte, followed the Spectator; in which the papers 
written by Mr. Addifon were paiticularly admired. He 
wrote a few other fugitive eflays about this time ; but a 
principal effort of his genius was the tragedy of Cato, 
which he produced in 1713. 
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The plan of this mafterly performance he had formed 

feme years before, and had written a great part of it 
during his travels; but h;s friends thinking it might be 
ferviceable to the caufe of liberty to bring it forth about 
this time, he fet about fitting it for the ftage^and its fuc- 
cefs was almoil unique in the hiftory of dramatic exhi* 
bitions. It was played for thirty-five nights fucceffively, 
with the loudeft plaudits of the moft oppoiite parties; 
it was quickly tranflated into other languages, ai d has 
gained the higheft celebrity for its exquilite poetry, and 

! the intereft which it excites in every breaft no ca' ous to 
I the pleas of patriotifm, and the voice of liberty. Queen 
| Anne was fo charmed with the performance, that file in- 
^ timated her defire of feeing it dedicated to her; but 

Addifon, as it is faid, being pre-engaged in this refpeft, 
avoided violating either his duty or his honour,- and fent 
it into the world without any dedication, 

j On the demife of the queen, which happened foon 
after, this zealous champion of liberty was made fecre- 

^ tary to the lords juftices, in whofe hands the regency 
was veiled till the arrival of George I. In virtue of 

p this office he was to announce the queen’s death, and 
I the vacancy of the throne, to the court of Hanover. To 

a man of lefs.genius this would^have been an eafy talk; 
J but Addifon was fo diftrafted by choice of exprellion, 

and balancing the niceties of language, that the lords 
jullices loll all patience, and ordered a clerk to difpatch 
the melfage; which he, following common forms, eafily 

“ executed- Addifon, however, employed his pen to great 
advantage in defence of the ellablilhed government, in 
a paper infilled the Freeholder; and the court was fo 
fenfible of his virtuous and able exertions, that he was 
made one of the lords of trade. 

In 1716, he efpoufed the countefs dowager of War- 
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wick, after a long and anxious courtfliip; but he founts 
no acceffion to his happinefs in this fplendid Alliance. 1 

Non bene convcn'unt, nec in una fede morantur Majeftas et amor. 
The countefs, it is faid, prefuming on her high rank,, 

treated her hulband with little refpeft ;and he, confcious 
of a dignity which neither wealth nor power could con- 
fer, muft have felt this vain infolence with peculiar poig- 
nancy. However, next year he was made fecretary of 
flate; but this as little added to his felicity or his credit.'] 
He foon felt himfelf utterly unfit for the weighty, duties of,, 
the place. He could neither fpeak in defence of a public' 
meafure without hefitaticn, nor diflate a difpatch with- 
out the confufion of modell doubt. The accoropliflied J 
fcholar and the minifter are often oppofite characters: it j 
is no degradation to Addifon,.to fay that he did not pof- | 
fefs a verfatility of genius which qualified him for every i 
ftation. He faw his defefis, and'folicited leave to refign ; j 
which was granted him, with a penfion of 1500I. per 
annum. 

He now retired from the buttle of bufinefs; and wifely ■, 
confulting his eafe and his health, began to plan literary 
occupations for the remainder of his days. Among ■ 
other fchemes which Addifon had devifed to charm the : 
tedium of retirement, was a tragedy on1 the death of j 
Socrates, and an Englifii dictionary. The former ap- 
pears to allow little fcope for ftage effeCt, and on the « 
latter, fortunately, he did not wafte that time which could j 
be more valuably employed. He engaged, however, in j 
a noble defign, of which he "left a part executed, in the ; 

Evidences of Chriinanity.” Politics he had entirely 
difcarded, yet he was drawn into the vortex once more 
when near his end, and had for his antagooift Sir Richard 
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'Steele. The fubjeft of difpute was the “ Peerage Bifl,” 
introduced by ihe earl of Sunderland. The conteft was 
agitated with great vehemence, though it was not of fuf- 
ficient confequence to create animofity between two in- 
different private perfons, much kfs between two friends, 
whofe names will defcend conjointly to the lateft pof- 
terity with honour and applaufe. Steele, in the contro- 
verfy, did not forget the gentleman or the former friend; 

i but Addifon made ufe of farcafm, if not contempt for 
his opponent, to whom he gave the appellation of <l Litile Dicky.” 

It is painful for a generous mind to refleft, that thofe 
illuftrious writers, after fo many years, of confidence and 
endearment, of conformity of opinion, and fellowfliip in 
ftudy, fliould at laft part in acrimonious oppofition on 
•diffention about a trifle. 

But political animofity, and even the more merito- 
ribus energies of a virtuous mind, were about to ceafe 
in Addifon. He had long been fubjeft to an afthma: 
which, pow becoming aggravated by a dropfy, gave him 
the fure prefage of inevitable difTolution. With this 
profpeft before him, he fummoned up all his refolution, 
and prepared to die in conformity to the precepts which 
he had taught, and the principles which had diredled his 
conduit. He forg.ive fuch as had injured him, and 
requefted the forgivenefs of thofe whom he had wronged 
by word or deed. 

Concerning the manner of Addifon’s death, we have 
fome account by Dr. Young. It is the beft comment on 
his life, and worth a thoufand cold reflections. After a 
long and patient, but vain ftruggle with his mortal dif- 
order, he difmifled his phyficians, and, with them, all 
hopes of life; but his regard for the living .was {till as 
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warm as in the gayeft and happieft of his hours. The 
young earl of Warwick, his fon-in-law, was hurried away 
by youthful pafiions; and Addifon had tried in vain, by 
the mod alfe6lionate arguments to reclaim him. He fent 
for him when the flame of life was juft glimmering in 
the focket. The earl came; and, after a decent paufe, 
fatd, “ Dear Sir, you fent for me t I believe and hope you 
have feme commands: I fhall hold them moft facred.” 
Forcibly grafping his hand, the dying philofopher foftly 
replied, “ See in what peace a chriftian can die. He ar- 
ticulated this with difficulty : his pulfe forgot to beat, and 
he expired. 

Mr. Tickell had the charge of publifhing his poft hu- 
mous works; which, with thofe that appeared in his life- 
time, are too numerous to particularize here, but are 
all excellent. Of Addifon it has been juftly obferved, 
that he employed wit on the fide of religion, reftored 
virtue to its dignity, and taught innocence not to be 
afliamed. This is an elevation of literary character 
“ above all Greek, above all Roman fame.” No greater 
felicity can genius obtain than that of having purified 
intelleftual pleafures, feparated mirth from indecency, 
and wit from licentioufnefs; of having taught a fuccef- 
fion of writers, to bring elegance and gaiety to the aid of 
goodnefs, and of having converted many from vice and 
the error of their ways. 
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XXXV. JOHN CHURCHILL, 
t)UK« OE MARLBOROUGH, AND PRINCE OF THE 

HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE. 
Born 1650.—Died 1722. 

Ji'. o n id Charles II. to George I, 
Immortal chief! of Alb.on’s illc the pride, 
By martial deeds to greateft names allied ; > Renown'd for valour, as for mercy lov’d, 
The higheft pitch of human blifs you prov’d; Gain’d the bright meed, without the confcious ftain, /tnd wore th* laurel unalloy’d with pain. Unlike thofe pells, who fought for fame alone. 
To ’flave a nation, or to mount a throne J You drew the fword, the injur’d to defend, 
To aid the helplefs, and the proud to bend. Be this your fame—nor could the favouring Nine Grace with a praife more noble, more divine. Blenheim, a Poem. 

Of this illuftrious ornament and bulwark of his coun- 
try and of Europe, it is almoft impoffible to fpeak but 
in the language of enthufiafm. Equally fitted for the 
cabinet and the field; formed to fliine at the levee, and 
to fpread the terror of his arms over hoftile nations: 
in whatever light we contemplate the charafter of 
Churchill, he will appear one of thofe few men whom 
nature has gifted with extraordinary endowments, and 
fortune propitioufly indulged with an opportunity of 
difplaying them. His achievements, however, fill fuch 
an ample fpace, that we can only glance at his career 
with a rapidity emblematic of his fuccefs, but far un- 
worthy of his deferts, did his fame reft on the prefent 
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attempt to do him juftice. Yet the mod fuperficial 
Iketch of his life can Scarcely fail to iitfpire thofe ardent 
emotions of glory and of heroinu, whole flame it is 
our objeft to fan. 

This great man was the fecond fon of fir W.nfton 
Churchill, of Dorfetfli ire, a gentleman of approved loyalty, | 
for which he greatly differed. His motheiywas a daughter j 
of fir John Drake, of Aflie, in Devonfftire, /t vi'hofe 
feat this hero was born, w'ho lived to verify the pre- 
diiftion of the prince de Vaudemont, in 1691, “ that he I 
would attain the higheft pitch of honour to which any ^ 
fubjeft-could be exalted.” 

He received the firft rudiments of his-education under 
a clergyman in the vicinity ; but, his elder brother dying, i 
his father, who enjoyed confiderable polls at court under ( Charles II, judged it expedient to introduce his fou 
early into life ; §nd at twelve years of age he was made 
fiage of honour to the Duke of York, by whom he was 
much careffed, and zealoufly patronized. 

About ;66S, he received a pair of colours hi the ■ 
guards; and never was the bent‘or genius more happily f* 
confulted, than by indulging his* eailv bias for the pro- 
feffion of arms. This <0011 proved to be his delight and 
his glory. Having obtained leave to ferve4t Tangier, I 
then befieged by the Moors, he fign.ilized himfelf in 
various- ikirmilhes with that ration, and on his return to 4 

court was equally a favouiitc-with Charles and the Duke i 
of York. 

In rbys, when the Duke of Monmouth commanded 
a body of auxiliaries, in the fervice of France, Mr. 
Churchill attended him, and was promoted to a cap- 
taincy of grenadiers in his grace’s own regiment. In 
all the adlions of that famous campaign, againll the j 
Dutch, He had his full ilia re of danger and of-glory, > 
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and'was particularly diiVmguillied by Marlhal Turennc, 
wiio gave him the appellation of “the handfome Eng- 
r.flimani’' a title which he long retained among the 
French, flere his military talents began to difplay- 
themfelves j and, on the redudiltron of Maeftrjcht, his moft 
Chriftian majefiy. perfonally thanked him at the head 
of the.Une^.afltj promifed to acquaint his own fovereign 
with his'meri:ss The duke of Monmouth, too, was eager 
to feqond this ! curable teftimony of his courage and 
his worth, prudence and accornplifliments, fecured the 

It is, however, deferring of remark, that Churchill was 
confiderably indebted for his original reputation and 
fuccefs to the recommendations of a monarch whom he 
afterwards humbled inLthe fevered manner. Such are 
the viciffitudes of life and the caprices of fortune, that 
no one can predict final events, from fecondary caufes, 
or tell into what fituation he may be thrown. The pa- 
trietifm of Churchill, in'the fequel, obliged him to 
defert his warm bentefaftor, the duke of York, and to 
combat that nation m whofe'fervice he had gathered feme 
of his firft laurels. 

He .fpeedily rofe to the rank of lieutenant-colonel,- 
was appointed gentleman of the bed-chamber to the 
duke of York, and mafter of the robes. From the poll* 
tical fquabbles of the times he prudently kept himfelf 
at a diltance ; but when his mailer was obliged to retire 
for a time, he attended him in all his peregrinations, till 
a calm permitted him to return. 

While he waited on the duke in Scotland,, he was 
complimented with a regiment of dragoons; and feoh. 
after married mifs Sarah Jennings, of Sandridge, in 
Hertferdlkire, one of the moll beautiful and accom» 

conduit; and, road to preferment,being once opened,- 
reft. 
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pliflied ladies of the court, and who was in the houfe- 
hold of the princefs Anne, in whofe fervice Ihe long 
continued, and a&ed a very confpicuous part in the fub- 
fequent fcenes of her reign. 

In a fhort time after he had ftrengthened his infiuenre 
by this connexion, he was raifed to the dignity of the 
peerage, by the title of Lord Churchill of Eymouth, in 
Scotland. On the acceflion of James, whofe unabated 
favour he enjoyed, his lordfliip was fent ambafiador to 
France, to notify this event, and was continued in all 
his pofts. On his return, he aflifted at the coronation ; 
and, as a farther pledge of royal regard, was created a 
peer of England, in May, 1685, by the title of baron 
Churchill of Sandridge. 

A month after this new acceffion of honour, being 
then brigadier-general of his majefty’s forces, he was 
fent intp the weft, under the earl of Feverfliam, to fnp- 
prefs the duke of Monrpouth’s rebellion. This bufiiiefs 
he accompliflied with celerity and fuccefs, and his re- 
ception at court was in proportion to the fervice which 
he had performed. There is good reafon for fuppofing, 
that lord Churthill from this time faw the intsntion of 
the deluded James to awe the nation by a ftanding force, 
and to fubvert their deareft liberties; but neither grati- 
tude to an indulgent mafter, nor the allegiance to his fo- 
vereign, could overcome the paramount duty which he 
owed to his country. Though it is probable that the 
ftruggle between the partial attachment to his mafter, and 
the higher obligations of confcience, was long and fevere, 
his lordfhip was guilty of no mean compliances; and 
when he faw too plainly that his devoted mafter was 
rulhing to ruin, notwithftanding the remonftrances of his 
be'ft friends, he joined in the memorial tranfmitted to 
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the prince and princefs of Orange ; which-invited them tb 
refcue the Britifli nation from popery and flavery. 

James, however, continued to place fuch confidence 
in lord Churchill, that,-on the landing of .the prince of 
Orange, he gave him the command of a brigade of ^ooW 
men; nor would he liften to any infinuations againfi his 
favourite, though the earl of Feverfliam had dropped an 
intimation of the fufpefted difaffeflion of his mind. 

In this dilemma, in which a wife man would hefitatef 
and a good man feel fome difficnlty how-to aft, lord 
Churchill acquitted himfelf with his ufual prudence and 
addrefs. 

Animated by the pureft patriotifm,' though with alt 
the honourable feelings of perfonal attachment to James, 
he fingly went over to the prince of Orange, and tranf- 
mitted a letter to the king, which {hews the conflift 
which he had undergone between his love and his duty. 
In this he paints the neceffity that his conftience im- 
pofed on him of afting contrary to his vifible intereft 
and his former allegiance; and, with a delicate hand, 
points to the caufes which had led to this important 
cataftrophe. 

That lord Churchill was aftuated folely by a fenfe of 
duty, and entertained the higheft ideas of honour, is ap-. 
parent from this circumftance : he betrayed no trull, he 
carried off no troops, and gave notice of his allegiance 
being diflblved, before he entered on a new fervice. 

William appreciated his merits as they deferved, and 
received him with open arms. He invefied him with 
the rank of lieutenant-general; and not only was he in- 
debted to the military fervices of this accompliflied offi- 
cer, in the reduftion of Cork and Kinfale, but in a 
very effential degree to his influence, and that of his lady 
with the prince and princefs of Denmark, who had aU> 



DUKE O? . K t B O, [; I J04 
revoked from the ftandard of tyranny, and hailed the 
banners of liberty. As foon as the government waifc tied on a new ball',, 
lord Churchill was fwow of the privy council, made one 
©f the gentlemen of the bed-chambeV, and created earl of 
Marlborough. 

Soon after the coronation, his majetty being obl'ged 
to fight for the fupport of his crown in Ireland, ap- 
pointed the earl Marlborough commander in chief of the 
Englifli forces in Holland. In the battle of Walcourt^ 
fought Auguft 15, 1689, he gave fuch extraordinary 
proofs of military genius, that the prince of Waldeci 
publicly declared, “ he faw more into the art of war in 
a fingle day, than fome generals in many years.” On 
this occafion he laid the folid foundation of h's fame 
among foreigners, which he afterwards fpread to the 
confines of the globe. King William, a warrior a!fo 
himftlf, and an excellent judge of merit, was pleafed to 
compliment him by faying, “ that he knew no man fo 
fit for a general who had feen fo few campaigns.” 

Yet, notwithftandlng his fhining talents and his recent 
fervices, it was his fate to expeiience the verfatility of a 
court. In 1691, he was fuddenly fiript of all his em- 
ployments ; and fome vile confpirators taking advantage 
of his difgrace, on a falfe charge of treafon he was com. 
mitted to the Tower, with feveral other noblemen. This 
allegation was fo palpably falfe, that he was quickly 
liberated, and the mifereants who had advanced it were, 
jn the fequel, condemned to the pillory; but his lordfliip 
fiill remained under a cloud, though no probable reafen 
can now be alfigned for it, unlefs it was interefting him- 
felftco warmly in favour.of the princefs Anne, whom 
their majefties wifited to keep in a Hate of dependence. 

After the death of queen Mary, King William and the 
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princefs entertained more amicable fentiments for each 
other, and the earl of Marlborough was not only recalled 
to the privy council, but appointed governor to the 
young duke of Gloucefter, with this high compliment 
from the king, “ Make him but what you are, and my 
nephew will be all I with to fee him.” In this honour- 
able office the earl acquitted himfelf to the entire fatif- 
faftion of all parties; but the young prince being cut 
off in the eleventh year of his age, in him ended all 
hopes of feeing a proteftant fucceffor in the family of 
Stuarts: and by the aft of fucceffion the crown reverted, 
after the death of his mother, to the illuftrious houfe of 
Hanover. 

The earl of Marlborough was foon after called to a 
more public employ, being appointed commander in 
chief ot the Engliffi forces in Holland, and ambaffador 
extraordinary to the United States. The fcene now be- 
gan to open wlijch • difplayed his talents in their full 
i«(Ire, - and crowned him with never-fading laurels. 
Philip, a grandfon of the houfe of France, united to the 
iutereft, direfted by the policy, and fupported by the 
arms of that crown, was placed on the throne of Spain. 
Kin<r William beheld this formidable coalition of two 
gicat, and once rival, moparchies, with jealous apprehen- 
lion. - At the clofe of a life fpent in fupporting the liber- 
ties of Europe, he faw them in the greateft danger; and 
provided for their fecurity in the molt effeftual manner, ■ 
by recommending the earl ef Marlborough to the prin- 
cefs Anne, as the moft proper perfon to command the 
army which was to fupport the balance of power, and 
prevent the' fetters of flavery from being rivetted on 
Europe. 

After concerting meafures with the States, who alf# 
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appointed him captain-general of their forces, with a 
liberal falary, war was declared on the 4th of May, j 702 : 
and the earl of Marlborough opened the campaign. 

To detail the illuftrious aflions of this great general 
during the fpace of ten years, would be to write the hif- 
tory of Europe for that period ; and no fummary can 
convey any adequate idea of their importance. Hiftory 
has recorded the triumphs of Marlborough in indelible 
chara&ers, and the confequences refulting from the 
terrors which his arms infpired are, perhaps, felt at this 
very day : they vie with thofe of Alexander and'Caefar; 
hut as their obje&s were very different, fo is their prail'e 
more glorious. 

As an earnefl of gratitude for his tranfcendent fervice:, 
he was, in 1702, created marquis of Blandford,and duke 
of Marlborough; and after the battle of Blenheim, which 
was fought with unparalleled bravery and fuccefs, on the 
ad of Augufl, 1704, the queen, with the concurrence of 
parliament, granted him the honour of Weodftock, with 
all its appurtenant royalties, to be for ever holden by the 
tenure of tendering to the queen, her heirs and fucceffors, 
on the anniverfary of the day on which the victory was 
achieved, at the caflle of Windfor, “ a ftandard with 
three fleurs-de lys painted thereon.” Orders were like- 
wife ifliied to the comptroller of the queen’s works to 
ereft a magnificent palace for the duke, which received 
the appellation of Blenheim, and which remains a fplen- 
did memorial of national gratitude and munificence to 
the hero who had deferved fo well of his country. 

But, though the a&ions of the duke of Marlborough, 
performed in the compafs of a few years, were fufficient 
to adorn the annals of ages; though by him the glory of 
Britain was raifed to fuch a height as might for ever 
have fecured. his own, he experienced, in the end, that 
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oppoGtion at home which rendered his Gtuation irkfomc, 
and paid the tax in full, which envy and malice are fure 
to lay on exalted worth. His moll glorious exploits, his 
bell views and defigns, were mifreprefented by a fa£tion, 
who willied, at any rate, to luperfede his influence ; and 
who at lall fucceeded in difpoflefling the duke’s friends 
of that controul in the adminiftration which was neceflary 
to confirm his operations, and fupport the glory which 
he had acquired. 

The people, too, intoxicated with viiflory, became 
languid in fupport of the war, and by degrees grew cla- 
morous for peace. Negociations were fet on foot more 
than once; but the enemy, though bleeding at every pore 
and feeing their very vitals in danger, trufled to diffcordant 
councils in the Britifli cabinet for better terms, and on 
the removal of the duke from, his high command, for a 
change of fortune. The private pique and the merce- 
nary aims of a party co-operated with the wilhes of the 
French court, and gave confidence to their hopes. A 
treaty of pacification was begun on a balls which the 
duke of Marlborough could not approve; as neither 
promifing permanent fecurity, nor advantages proporti- 
onate to our vidlories: he nobly avowed his fentiments to 
her majefty, adding, that, as he could not concur in the 
meafures of thofe who now diredted her councils, he 
would not diftradl them by a fruitlefs oppofition; but 
being attacked in the houfe of lords on the charge of hav- 
ing protradled the war from interefted motives, he vin- 
dicated his conduft with fuch dignity and fpirit, fuch 
pathos and energy, that adminiftration llrained every 
nerve to procure his difmiffion from all his employments, 
which in the.fequel they effedled, to their own difgrace, 
and the eflential injury of the country. 

Abandoned by the queen, aflailed by the clamours of 
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the populace, and traduced by hired libellers, who arr 
ready to elpoufe the caufe of -any minifiry, and to infult 
where they can efcape with impunity, his grace thought 
proper to retire, and to gratify his enemies by a voluntary 
exile. So little dependance can be placed on popular 
applaufe, fo little is the higheft merit regarded when the 
fluftuating tide of opinion begins to change, that a bad 
man may meet with acclamations where he deferves cen- 
fure, and a good man hides where he is entitled to praife. 
The duke of Marlborough was too well acquainted with 
life to expeft unalloyed fatisfadfion or unvarying favour 
in a public ftation. He knew, that in proportion to a 
perfon’s exaltation will be the probability of his future 
depreflion ; and that the more fignaily he is diflinguiflied, 
the more he will be envied or traduced. He quitted the 
fcene of contention and of temporary ingratitude, with 
the fame heroic fi.mnefs w'hich he had difplayed when 
Combating the enemies of his country, and landing at 
Odend, was received every where, both in Germany and 
Flanders, with the loudeft plaudits, and every honour due 
to his rank and charaffer. On this occafion he vifited 
the principality of Mindelheim, which had been'con- 
ferred on him by the emperor, but was afterwards re- 
flored to the elector of Bavaria, by the treaty of Ra- 
fladt. 

His mod virulent opponents, being now freed from 
apprehenfion by his abience, gradually loft their fury, 
and foftened into candour. The peace which had been 
concluded was far from reftoring harmony among the 
queen’s fervants, and it is faid, that part of them entered 
into negociations with the duke to induce his return, 
in hopes of .benefiting by his afliftance in extricating 
them from the difficulties in which they were involved. 
Certain it is, that his Grace, having fpent nearly two 
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years on the continent, entered London, three days after 
the queen’s demife, and was received with all poflible 
demonftrations of joy. 

On the arrival of king George I, he was diftinguiflied 
in a manner equal to his high deferts, and the munifi- 
cence of a fovereign who knew how to appreciate them. 
He was reftored to all the principal commands with 
which he had at any time been invefted, and his counfel 
was of molt eflential value in crulhing the rebellion of 

• 1715. This was the laft effort of his Grace’s talents in 
public affairs. Broken by the fa-igues of a laborious 
military life, and bending under the infirmities natural 
to declining years, he quitted the bufy fccne, and fpent 
the remainder of his days in the tranquillity of rural re^ 
tirement. 

He departed this life at Windfor-lodge, in the feventy- 
third year of his age, and was interred with the highefl 
folemnities in Weftminfter abbey; whence his remains 
were afterwards removed, and depofited in the chapel at 
Blenheim, where a noble monument by Ryfbrack is 
ereiffed to his memory and that of his duchefs? 

His Grace had the misfortune to lofe his fon, the mar- 
quis of Blandford, while a ftudent at Cambridge. He left, 
however, four daughters, who intermarried with the befl 
families in the kingdom; and his eftates and honours 
being entailed, by adt of parliament, on the female line 
in fucceflion, they are now vefted in the defcendants of 
the earl of Sunderland, who married the fecond daugh- 
ter. 

On the pedeffal of a {lately pillar, raifed to the honour 
of his grace, in Blenheim-park, is a mafterly delineation 
of his character and achievements, fuppofed to be drawn 
by lord Bolingbroke. We fubjoin an extraft, as elegant 
as juft. His life, indeed, has never been written in a 
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manner which his fervices demanded, and pofterity had 
a right to expert. 

John, duke of Marlborough, The hero, not only of his nation, but his age: Whofe glory was equal in the council, and in the field j Who by wifdom, juftice, candour, and addrefs, Reconciled various, find even oppofite interefls, acquired an influence Which no rank, no authority, can give, Nor any force, but that of fuperior virtue; Became the fixed, important centre, Which united, in one common caufe, , The principal ifates of Europe ; 
Who by military knowledge, and irrefiftible valour, In a long feries of uninterrupted triumphs, Broke the power of France, When raifed the higheft, when exalted the moil: Refcued the Empire from defolation ; 

Affertcd, and confirmed, the liberties of Europe. 

XXXVI. SIR IASAC NEWTON, 
THE PHILOSOPHER OF THE UNIVERSE. 

Born 164a.—Died 1726. 
From \‘jtb Charles 1. to iztb George I. 

All intelleflual eye, our folar round Firft gazing thro’, he, by the blended power 
Of gravitation and projection, faw The whole in filent harmony revolve; From unaffified vifion hid, the moons 
To cheer remoter planets numerous form’d. By him in all their mingled trails were feen, 
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He alfb fix’d our Wandering queen of night, Whether (he wanes into a fcanry orb, Or, waxing broad, with her pale (hadowy light, In a foft deluge, overflows the flcy. Her every motion clear difcerning, he Adju&ed to the n^utual main, and taught Why now the mighty mafs of water fwells Rtfiftlefs, heaving on the broken rocks, And the full river turning, till again The tide revertive, unattrafted, leaves A yellow wafte of idle fands beh nd. Then breaking hence, he took his ardent flight Thro’ the blue infinite ; and every rtar, Which the clear concave of a winter’s night Pours on the eye, or aftronomic tube, Far-l'tretcking, fnatches from the dark abyfs ; Or fuch as farther in fucceflive Ikies To fancy (hine alone, at his approach Blaz’d into funs, the living centre each 
Of an harmonious fyftem, all combin’d, And rul’d unerring by that Angle power Which draws the Hone projected to the ground. 
He, firft of men, with awful wing purfu’d The comet thro’ the long alliptic curve. As round innumerous worlds he wound his way, Till, to the forehead of our evening (ky Return’d, the blazing wonder glares anew. And o’er the trembling nations (hakes difmay. 
Th’ aerial flow of found was known to him, From whence it firft in wavy circles breaks, Till the touch’d organ takes the meflage in. Nor could the darting beam of fpeed immenfc Efcapc his fwift purfuit and meafuring eye. Even light itfelf, which every thing Jifplays, 
Shone undifcover’d, till his brighter mind Untwifted all the (hining robe of day ; And, from the whitening, undiflinguifit’d bUze, 
Collecting every ray into his kind, 
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To the charm'd eye educ’d the gorgeous train Of parent colours. Firft the flaming red Sprung vivid forth ; the taWny orange next; And next delicious yellow j by .whole fid* 

Fell the kind beams of all-refreihing green : 
Then the pure blue, that fwells autumnal ikies, • Ethereal play’d ; and then, of fadder hue, Emerg’d rhe deepened indigo, as when 
The heavy-ikirted evening droops with froft ;■ 
While the 1 ft gleamings of refrafted light Died in the fading violet away. Thefe, when the clouds diftil the rofy ihower,' Shine out diftintt adown the wat’ry bow, While o’er our heads the dewy vifion bends 

' Delightful, melting on the fields beneath. Thomson’s Pom on tht iiatkoj Nevton 

o F a man whofe difcoveries embrace nothing Ids than 
the univerfe itfelf, it cannot be expeded of us to give an 
adequate account. The poet Thomfon has, in the mod 
precife terms, and in the feweft .words, enumerated his 
principal plv.lafophical labours; and we mud content 
ourfelves with a rapid Iketch of his life and chhra&er. 
If his genius foars above all competition, ■ his amiable 
qualities invite refped and imitation : we are at once en- lightened by bis talents and amended by his virtues. 

Ifaac Newton, one of the greated philofophers and 
mathematicians that the woild ever produced, was de- 
feended from an ancient family, which had been featedx for nearly three centuries on the manor of Woolffhorpe, 
near Grantham, in Lincolnfliire, where this prodigy of 
fcience was born on Chridmas-day, 1642. He lod his 
father while in his infancy ; but his mother’s brother, a 
clergyman in the vicinity, direfled the affairs of the fa- 
mily for fome time, and put the young philofopher to 
fchool at Grantham. Having gone through grammatical 
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Jtiflirution,. his mother, who was alive,, took him home, 
intending that he fliould be brought up to occupy his pa- 
ternal eilate of about raol. per finuu-n,. as his anceftors 
had done forages. Gut, fortunately for the world, the 
peculiar genius of Newton began even at this early age 
to difc. ver itfelf. His uncle accidentally found him in a 
hay-loft wo king a mathematical problem : he perceived, 
the impulfe of the boy’s mind for learning, and judicf- 
oufly refolved that it ihould no; be diverted fom its ob- 
jeft. Newton was fent to Trinity college, Cambridge, 
where the penetrating eye of Dr. Ilaac Barrow foon dif- 
covered the vail genius of the fludent, and their acquaint- 
ance ripened into a friendlhip which was propitious to 
his progrefs and his fame. 

Euclid, who bounds- the mathematical attainments of 
mod learners, was fcarcely the fludy. of a week, to New- 
ton. With an intuitive clearnefs of intellect, he un- 
derdood the deeped problems of that author, almod be- 
fore he read them. He.advanced at once into the high- 
er regions of geometry; and it is no lefs adonidiing than 
true that he had laid the foundation of his two immortal 
works, the Principia. and Optics, before he had com- 
pleted the twenty-fourth year ©f his age. 

Bui fuch was the deady judgment of Newton, and his 
amiable diffidence of his own powers, that he was buoy- 
ed up by no vanity, nor did he widi to obtrude his dif- 
coveries on the public. Satisfied with academic honours, 
and the applaufe of a few judges on a fubject in which 
tbofc few were competent todecide,-he wavedall preten- 
fions to public fame, and examined every part of his 
theories with rigorous feverity,before he could be indu- 
ced to fubmit them to the world. 

On the refignation of his patron and friend, Dr. Bar- 
row, he was chofen to fill the mathematical chair, in i66or 
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before which period he had, difcovered the doftrine of 
fluxions; a do&rine that facilitated his acquaintance with 
the moft fublirhe parts of geometry. The fame year he 
read a courfe of optical leftures; and foon after we find 
him in correfponder.ee with the Royal Society, to which 
he communicated fome curious obfervations. 

The moft capital difeoveries have as frequently been 
the refult of fortuitous thought," as of patient inveftigation. 
A happy incident gives rife to an original idea, and ge- 
nius purfues it to its remoteft confequences, and through 
aU its ramifications. The theory of the univerfe, which 
Newton folidly demonftrated, is faid to have been fug- 
gefted by a very trivial circumftance. As the philofo- 
pher was fitting alone in a garden, the falling of fome 
apples from a tree led him into a fpeculation on the 
power of gravity ; that as this power is not fenfibty 
diminifhed at the remoteft diftance from the centre of the 
earth, to which we can rife, it appeared reafonable to 
conclude the extenfion of the principle through all mat* 
ter. By purfuing this train of ideasr and comparing the 
periods of the feveral planets with their diftances from 
the fun, he found that, if any power refembling gravity 
held them in their courfes, its ftrength muft decreafe in 
the duplicate proportion of the increafed diftance. 

This inquiry, which afterwards produced the moft 
fiiblime difeoveries, was refumed again and again ; and 
every experiment which he tried, and every appearance 
in nature confirming his theories,, in 1687 his “ Mathe- 
matical Principles of Natural PhilofOphy” were com- 
pleted and publiflied, under the aufpices of the Royal 
Society. So great was Newton’s modefty, that he did 
not chufe to rifque a publication of fuch high import, 
without the concurrence of the moft learned men in the 
kingdom; and the event juftified his prudence. The 
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took, at firft, was far from meeting with that univerfal 
applaufe/which it was one day deftined to receive. Thr 
pleafing but vifionary hypothelis of Des Cartes had then 
obtained full pofleflion of the world, and Newton's 
theories were twFo fubfime to be comprehended at once, 
even by the a'cuteil mind?. But no fooner were his 
principles underftood, than they extorted general aflent 
to their truth; and the" voice of applaufe rolled with 
increafed energy and volume over every country where 
genuine fcience was diffufed. 

The very fame year, in which this grand work made its 
appearance, he proved himfelf one of the moft zealous 
defenders of his alma mater, againft the unconftitutional 
attacks of James II..; and, foon after, was chofen one of 
its members in the convention parliament. 

In 1696, by the intereft of Mr. Montague, chancellor 
of the exchequer, who loved and patronifed genius, he 
was appointed warden of the mint; and, three years 
after, was railed to be mafter, which office he retained to 
the end of his life; and in which fituation he was of 
fignal fervice to his country, particularly in the then de- 
p'eciated- ftaie of the coinage. He now appointed Mr. 
YVhifton his deputy in the profeflbr’s chair of mathe- 
matics at Cambridge, with the full falary ; and foon after 
refigned wholly in favour of that able, but imprudent, 

In 1703, he was chofen prefrdent of the Royal So- 
ciety ; and, without introducing the flighted refleftion 
on prefent or pail times, it may be affirmed, that this 
office was never f> refpeftably filled. He had previoufly 
been elected a member of the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences at Paris; for the French, notwithftanding the pre- 
diledion natural to every nation in favour of its own 
heroes and philofophers, foon relinquifhed the fanciful 
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philofbphy of their countryman, Des Cartes, tfcr the 
folid principles of New ton. 

Since he iiad.firif difcovercd the heterogeneous mix- 
ture of light and the production of colours arifing thence,, 
much of his time had been employed in perfecting, and; 
ascertaining, the theory on which his difcovery was 
founded. In faft,. this feems to have been his favourite 
invention, and he fpent no. lefs than thirty years in ve- 
rifying his own experiments.. At laft, his “ Optics” ap- 
peared in I/04; and, in this fcience,, he hands alto- 
gether unrivalled and alone. In his fluxions,, and his. 
principle of. gravity, as applied to the folar fyftem, there 
had been fome obfcure hints from others; but in difV 
feCting a ray of light into its primary conftituent par- 
ticles, which then admitted of no farther feparation; in 
the difcovery of the different refrangibility of thefe par- 
ticles when thus feparate^l; and,.in fliort, in the whole, 
arcana of. optics which he developed,, he was at once 
the original inventor and the finiflier. Together with 
his “ Optics,” he publiflied his “ Fluxions,” which had' 
alfo long engaged his attention ;;and, in fadf, from his 
averfion to literary difputes,.he concealed this difcovery 
fo long, that Leibnitz, attempted to claim the merit of 
the original invention; hut in this he was completely 
foiled by the zeal and induftry of. Newton’s friends.. 

Queen Anne, as a teftimony of her approbation off 
his exalted merit, conferred the honour of knighthood 
on Newton, in 1705 ; and during the reign of George. 
I. he received the moft flattering attentions from Caro-- 
line, princefs pf Wales : who, having a tafte for philo- 
fophical inquiries, courted his converfation with amiable • 
condefcenfion, and was often heard to declare,’ that fhe- 
congratulated herfelf on being , born in the fame age • 
with fir Ifaac N-ewton. 
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This princefs.obtained from him a copy of a chrono- 

logical work, which he had drawn up for his Own 
amufement, but with no defign of committing to the 
prefs. Probably with a view to the extenfion of his 
fame, flic allowed a tranfcript to be taken in confidence; 
but the perfon, who had got this treafure, furreptitioufly 
printed it in France, and involved our philofopher in 
fome difputes, which it had been the whole fludy of his 
life to fliun. Yet even Newton could not expeft the 
felicity of extinguilhing envy before the grave; he felt 
himfelf attacked more than onte ; but the (hafts, which 
had been aimed at him, generally recoiled on the afiail- 
ant, or fell pointlefs to the ground. 

After enjoying a fettled and uniform (late of health, 
-the refult of temperance and regularity, to the age of 
'eighty,-fir Ifaac began to be affiifled with an inconti- 
nence of urine. This was afterwards found to be in- 
curable, and the paroxyfms of the diforder were fome- 
’times fo violent, that large drops of fweat followed each 
other down his face. Und-er thefe affli&ing circum- 
ftances, the philofopher and the chrifiian were equally 
confpicuous. Not a murmur efcdped his lips’, he dif- 
fembled the mod: acute feelings of pain ; and, in the in- 
tervals of cafe, aH the' cheerfulnefs and good humour 
which had ever been the conftant refidents of his bread. 

Nature being at lad worn out, fir Ifaac refigned his 
breath in rhe eighty-fifth year of his age ; and was ho- 
noured with a fplendid funeral, and a monument in 
Wedminder-ahbey. The Latin infcription is a model 
of clafiic elegance and nervous precifion. 

It appears that fir Ifaac Newton was of a middling 
dature ; and, towards the decline of life, difpofed to 
corpulency. His countenance was venerably pleafing, 
but difcoveted little of that penetrating fagadty which 
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marked his compofitions. He never had occafion to 
ufe fpe&acles; and it is faid, that he loft only one tooth 
•during his life. 

In contemplating the various excellences of his pro- 
found genius; fagacity, penetration, energy of mind, 
and diligence, feem to vie with each other, fo that it is 
difficult to fay, for which of thofe endowments he was 
moft confpicuous; yet, with unalfefled modefty, he dif- 
claimed all lingular pretenfions to fuperior talents; and 
obferved to one of his friends, who was complimenting 
him on his fublime difeoveries, that, if he had done any 
thing in fcience worthy of notice, it was owing to pa- 
tient induftry of thinking rather than to extraordinary 
fagacity above other men. “ I keep,” faid he, “ the 
fubje& conftantly before me, and wait till the firft dawn- 
ings open flowly, by little and little, into a full and 
clear light.’’ Unvarying and unwearied attention, in- 
deed, to any object will in time accomplilh great things; 
but no perfeverance, without an uncommon fliare of 
original genius, could form a Newton. 

His temper is faid to have been remarkably mild and 
equable; and incapable of being ruffled by ordinary ac- 
cidents. He was fuch a lover of peace, that he re- 
gretted whatever difturbed it as the greateft calamity that 
could befal him. When fome objections were ftarted to 
his theory of light apd colours, we find him thus ex- 
preffing his concern: “ I blamed my own imprudence 
in parting with fo real a bleffing as my quiet, to run 
after a fliadow.” In ftiort, his magnanimity was fuch, 
that h? would rather have loft the credit of the moft: 
fublime difeoveries ever made by man, than have rif- 
qued that tranquillity of mind, which, to a philofopher, 
is certainly the higheft charm of life. 

He fpent the prime of his days in thofe abftrufe invef- 
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tigations, which have immortalifed his name, under the 
(hade of academic bowers; but fo little was he tinftured 
with peculiarity of tafte or manners, that no fooner was 
he removed to the mint^ than he devoted his chief at- 
tention to the duties of his (iation, and thenceforward 
regarded mathematics and philofophy only as fecondary 
obje&s. Happily, however, for his couptry and man- 
kind, h^ had nearly exhaufted the fubje&s of his re- 
fearch, by what he had previoufly performed; and he 
therefore turned to new avocations with lefs reludance. 

His unaffected modefty was one of the mod remark- 
able traits in his extraordinary character; and feldom do 
we find eminent worth or genius without a confiderable 
(hare of this fafcinating quality. He put himfelf on a 
level with every company. No Angularities, natural or 
affeCted, -diftinguilhed him from other men; and the 
fharp eye of cenforioufnefs could never charge him with 
the vanity of prefumed fuperiority. 

Though attached to the church of England, he was 
averfe to perfecution of any kind. In his correCt and 
enlightened fentiments, the fchifmatics were the vicious 
and the profane. Yet this liberal mode of thinking did 
not arife from any predilection for natural religion : on 
the contrary, he was deeply and ferioufly impreffed with 
the truth of revelation, and he (tudied the Bible longer, 
and with more intenfe application, than any other book. 

Sir Ifaac was economical and frugal from principle, 
but he was guilty of no meannefs in accumulating 
wealth; nor are there wanting inftances of his genero- 
fity, when fortune had put it in his power to be liberal. 
When circumftances req'uired it, he indulged in expence 
with a good grace; but he had no tafte for that oftenta- 
tious fort of magnificence, which little minds think in- 
dicative of importance. He wanted no external Juno to 
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fet off his solid merit; and his character'being re alxt 
great, he had no affeclarjon of appearing vvifer or bet- 
ter than other men. 

Sir Ifaac Newton never entered into the matrimonial 
'•ftafe; nor, perhaps* had he k ifure to think of love. 
Puring the prime of his years, he was immerfed in thofe 
abftrafled fpeculations in which the paflions have little 
■fnare; and he was afterwards engaged in an important 
employment, and fufficiently taken up with company ^ 
fo that he appears fcarcely to have felt the want of do- 
nieflic endearments. Indeed, a perfon who w'ould pur- 
fue his fiudies, on occafions, three hours after his dinner 
was on the table, or fit for as long a time half undrefled 
ton going to bed or getting up in the morning, his mind 
■wholly abforbed in fpecvilarion, would have found ma- 
trimony an incumbrande. In faff, it has been faid, that 
bis exemption from the entanglements of love, and from 
a tafte for wine was the great fecondary means of his 
fiiccefsful attainments in knowledge. 

XXXVII. SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 
EARL OF ORFORD. 

Born 1674.—Died 1745. 
From 2$tb Charles II. to \§fb George //. 

TPhERE mufl furely be feme latent fafcination in 
power, “ to vulgar fouls unknown’;” elfe, where is the 
man who would be ambitious to fupport the office of 
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prime minifter 'for the fpace of twenty years ; harafled 
by its duties, abforbed in political intrigues, expofed to 
the malignity of opponents, and often traduced by his 
country for perhaps really prudent and meritorious fer- 
vices ! The fubjeft of the following pages made a con- 
fpicuous figure in the councils of two fovereigns, and 
long direfted the machine of (late: he appears, how- 
ever, neither to deferve all the panegyric that has been 
lavifhed on him by his friends, nor all the obloquy that 
has been aimed at him by his enemies. 

The family of Robert Walpole had flourifhed for ages 
in the county of Norfolk, and was of confiderable note; 
but he increafed its honours with many fplendid addi- 
tions. He was born at Houghton, and educated on the 
foundation at Eton; whence he was ele&ed to King’s 
college, Cambridge. We have no memorials of his ju- 
venile days, that deferve enumeration : he appears to 
have been as much indebted to his good fortune, as to 
his extraordinary talents, for the diftinftipns which he 
acquired. 

In the twenty-fixth year of his age, he was returned 
to parliament for King’s Lynn, in Norfolk, and repre- 
fented that borough for a number of years. He had 
not been long a member of the houfe of commons, be- 
fore his popular and plaufible fpecies of eloquence at- 
tra&ed notice; for we find that in 170^ he was appoint- 
ed one of the council to his royal highnefs George, 
prince of Denmatk, lord high admiral of England ; and 
afterwards made fucceffively fecretary at war, and trea- 
furer of the navy. 

When an impeachment gave Dr. Sacheverel a degree 
of celebrity,. which his talents wouh' never have ac- 
quired, Walpole was chofen one of the managers to 
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roak^ good the articles againft him ; and among the reft 
he received the thanks of the houfe for his fervices. 

A change of adminiftration taking place in 1710, he 
was removed from all his polls; and next year, on ac- 
count of his attachment to the great duke of Marlbo- 
rough and his oppofition to the tory miniftry, he was 
charged .with corrupt practices while fecretary of war, 
voted guilty of a high breach of trull, expelled the 
houfe, and committed to the Tower. The objtft of his 
chernies, however, in palling this fentence on him, was 
more probably to difgrace Walpole in the eyes of the 
nation, than to fecure the ends of public jullice. The 
whigs conlidered him as a martyr in their caufe, arid the 
borough of Lynn re-ek£led him, and perfilled in its 
choice* The more he was deprelTed, the more popular 
he became; and he exerted his eloquence on feme im- 
portant occafions in fuch a manner, as to rivet the affec- 
tions of the people. 

On the death of the queen, the whig party triumphed, 
and the known zeal of Walpole in favour of the Hano- 
verian fucceflion, added, to his abilities as a fpeaker, 
pointed him out to the regard of George I. immediately 
on his acceflion. Accordingly he was made pay mailer 
to the army, and fwern a privy-counfellor. 

When a new parliament .was convened, the condu& 
©f the lalt minillry was one of the firft objefts of ani- 
madverfion. A committee of fecrecy was chofed, of 
which Walpole was conftituted chairman, and under his 
management, articles of impeachment were voted by the 
commons again!! Oxford, Bolingbroke, Ormond, and 
Strafford, who had been live chief promoters of a peace, 
which the nation conlidertd as very inadequate in its 
terms to the brilliant fucceffes of the war. Walpole’s, 
fervices in this affair, which iavouted, however, pretty 
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ftrongly of party fpleen, were fo, generally acceptable, 
that he foon rofe to be firft lord of the treafury and 
chancellor of the exchequer. 

Notwithftanding the peacemakers had been removed 
from their ftations, and Bolingbroke, reputed the molt 
eminent in talents, had fled to avoid the ftorm, unani- 
mity did not long prevail in the new councils. The in- 
fluence of fecretary Stanhope and his adherents appeared 
to preponderate over that of Walpole, and the weigkt 
of the latter was gradually decreafmg in the fcale of ac£ 
niiniflration. He felt the flippery ground on which he 
flood, and began to look about him with the crafty vigi- 
lance of a courtier. 

In April, 1717. Mr. fecretary Stanhope delivered a 
royal meflage to the houfe of commons, demanding an 
extraordinary fupply, the objeft of which was obvioufly 
to fecure fome new purchafes in Germany, froth the at- 
tacks of Charles XII. of" Sweden, out of whofe hands 
they had originally been wrefted. The fecretary having 
moved that this fupply fliould be granted, a long and 
impaflioned debate took, place, in which Walpole was’ 
obferved to keep a profound filence. He knew that th6 
country or independent members confidered this pro- 
ceeding as contrary to the aft of feftlement, and by ta- 
citly joining with the ftrongeft fide, he hoped" to gain the 
afcendancy over his rivals iii office, without actually of- 
fending his majefty. This temporising policy, however*, 
he was not permitted to effiferve. In the courfe of the 
debate fome of the members, who ware hoftile to the 
fupply, noticed the apparent divilion among his majeft'y’s 
minifters. Walpole felt hirnfelf committed, and fpoke 
in favour of the motion, which at laft waS carried by 
a majority of only four votes. 

A man, l«fs verfed in the intrigues of COuV(& than 
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Walpole, muft have now fotefeen, that with fo (lendera 
majority, no Brkifh miniftry could Band its ground. 
He therefore took the wifeft alternative, and refigned, 
that he might retain fome, cred»t with the popular party ; 
but merely, as it afterwards appeared, with the view of 
being reftored with greater plenitude of power. Faftious 
movements, like thefe, are not unfrequent; yet in every 
Lige, how many dupes are thfere to fuch deceptions! 
/On the very day of his refignation, Walpole brought 

the famous (inking-fund bill, which has (ince been fo 
often perverted to purpofes different from its original 
deftination, that till within thefe few years it has proved 
a nuifance rather than a benefit to the nation. Under 
the aufpices of Mr. Pitt, it bids fair to redeem this 
country from a load of debts and taxes, and will be a 
fplendid monument of his abilities and perfeverance, to 
whiah pofterity will look with veneration. 

In the debates on this bill, the conteft became fo warm 
between Walpole and Stanhope, that on fome fevere ex- 
preffions from the latter, tiie former loft his ufual happy 
command of temper, and retorted with great warmth. 
The acrimony on both fides betrayed circumftances 
which it would have been for the credit of each to con- 
ceal; on which a member, with poignant irony, obferved, 
“ that he was forry to fee thofe two great men fall foul of 
one another; however,” faid he, “ fince they have, by 
mifchance, d fcovered their nakednefs, we ought, ac- 
cording to the ci.ftom of the eafr, to conceal it, by turn- 
ing our backs upon them.” 

In the next feffion of patlir.ment, Walpole affe&ed to 
be the flaming.patriot, and was the determined oppofer of 
adminiftration in every thing. He could fee no merit in 
any meafure that militated againft his own ambition for 
place ; and, as the miniftry had flood longer than he ima- 
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ghied; he now >exerteH all his powers of eloquence t6 
render himfelf formidable, or to efteifl the'r fall. 

The lure of office, liowever, being holden out to his 
view, he foftened his tone, and the courtier began to un«- 
rsaik his real character. Walpole was again appointed 
paymafter of the forces, and feveral of his friends were 
likewife promoted. His converfion was now ftncere,. 
and henceforward he pleaded as ftrongly in defence of 
minifterial meafirres as he had formerly impunged them. 
Hb new-born zeal facilitated-his accellion to the higheft 
fummit of power. He was again appointed firft lord of 
the treafury and chancellor of the exchequer; and when 
the king vifited the continent in 1723, he was nominated 
one of the lords juftices, and fworn foie fecretary of 
ftate. About this time too he received another mark pf 
royal favour, in the elevation of his fon to a peerage, 
while he himfelf was made knight of the bath, and foon 
after knight of the garter ! 

Such an accumulation of honour and emolument upon 
one family, with a rapidity almoft unexampled; naturally 
excited euvy or di(Tatisfa<£tion; and, as the 'meafures of 
fir Robert’s adminiftration were often novel and bold,-the 
prefs teemed with violent inveftives againft him. But 
the equanimity of his mind preferv'ed him from feeling 
their envenomed force, and the well-difciplined parli- 
amentary phalanx, by which he was fupported, maintain- 
ed him, in fpite of all oppofition, in the office of premier, 
through a period, of which, in point of duration, our an- 
nal- furnifli few parallel examples. 

To ettter into the principles of- his condu&, and to ap- 
preciate hb merits and defefts, for the f,,ace of twenty 
years, cannot be expefted in any limited work. To 
impartial luilory be U left, to difcern truth through the 
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exaggerations of political friendfhip, and the mifrCpre’* 
fentations of political enmity. 

Sir Robert Walpole has been branded as the father of 
corruption. That he was the firit minifter, who exer- 
cifed undue influence, cannot be allowed; but he, per- 
haps, deferves the cenfure of rearing and reducing it 
into a fyflem. When there is fo little pure virtue in pri- 
vate life, why, alas! fhould we expeft it in public, where 
the temptations are fo much greater and more nume- 
rous? Far be it from us to advocate, as fome have done 
with thegrolTeft effrontery, the caufe of political venality 
and corruption ; yet we would not willingly think every 
man who ferves his country for emolument, wholly loff 
to the calls of a generous patriotifm, or likely to facri- 
fice its jnterell to a penfjon, a place, or a bribe, if any 
rpomentous and eventful crifis fliould take place. 

After long diredling the helm of ftate, fir Robert Wal- 
pole was at laft driven from power, by intrigues not 
more deep, but more powerful than his own. In 1742, 
fihding that he was no; longer able to carry a majority in 
the houfe of commons, he refigned all his places, and fled 
for flicker behind the throne. After much difficulty and 
oppofition, the commons agreed that a committee fhould 
be appointed to enquire into the condufl of the fallen 
ipinifier > but the inveftigalion, to which this was intend- 
ed to lead, was reje&ed by the houfe of lords: and the 
two jipufes being at variance on this account, his majefly, 
in order to fereen his old fervant, was obliged to pro- 
rogue the parliament. 

Meanwhile he was created earl of Orfinrd, and received 
a penfion of 4000I. ayear, in confideration of bis long and 
jpithful fervices. The people, however, continued loud in fheir cry for vengeance; and an ineffedlual attempt was; 
made next feflion of parliament, to revive the procoed- 
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ings againft him. At lift the ferment fubfided : and Or- 
ford retired to domeific privacy and peace, which from 
the ferenity of his natural temper, he feetiied eminently 
qualified to enjoy. Whatever objections may have been 
alleged againft his minifterial conduct, his private cha- 
racter was univerfally allowed to be replete with amiable 
and benevolent qualities. *He was the fond indulgent 
parent, the kind mafter, the beneficent patron, the firm 
friend, and the agreeable companion. It was impoffible 
not to love the man, however the premier might be cen- 
fured and reprobated; and yet we do not conceive tfot 
he was more culpable in his public character, than 
many other great men, who have firice fleered the vdfel 
of ftate. 

The compliment which Pope pays this celebrated 
ftateftnan in reply to one of his friends, who bids him go 
an ! fee fir Robert, will be more durable than the moncr 
mental brafs, and (hews his eflimable private worth; 

Seen him I have, but in his happier hour Of focial pleafure, ill exchang’d !'or pow’r ; See* him, uncumber'd with the venal tribe, Smile without art, and win w ithout a bribe. 
Lord Orford did not long fnrvive his refignation. 

Mankind in gedferal lock forward to the calm of declin- 
ing life with complacency and fatbiaclioii : but the am- 
bitious mind, enured to the buftle of bufinefs or intrigue, 
is feldom happy in the fliade. The creatures of habit, 
we pine for the gratifications which we have loft; and at 
the clofe of our days we find it too Lte to form new 
tionitedionS) and to cater for new purfuits. Wheu life is 
once planned into method, and eftablilhed in principle, 
every deviation gives us pain, and every change, how- 
ever much it xnay flatter in profpeft, is fure to difappoiat 



OF STAIR. 328 eari. 
us in pofleffion. Happy is he who-can early fit clown 
content, nor ever heaves a figh for change ! 

XXXVIII. JOHN DALRYMPLE, 

EARL OF STAIR.. 
Born 1673.—Died 1747. 

From 2ir'h Charles 1L U> 20!h George lit 
S OME men dazzle for a time by a fpecious lufire, but 
fuddenly glide like an unfubflantial meteor from our 
fight. Others, with qualities fitted to adorn the highefl: 
flations, being cramped in their energies and confined to 
a narrow fphere, caft, like the glow-worm, a feeble light, 
which is noticed only by near obfervers. It was, 
however, the happier fortune of lord Stair to poflefs thofe 
talents and virtues which are honourable and ufeful to 
his kind, and to be called to the difcharge of duties 
which made them appear to the beft advantage. Born 
to high rank, and invelied with .great commands, he re- 
flected more honour on place and title than he received ; 
and was not only the idol of his own times, but will 
be a theme of applaufe to all pofierity. Asa hero, 
a.politician, and a man, he exhibited an example of all 
that is great and good ; fo that he may fafelv be. holden 
up as a model of imitation to future ages, as well as the 
ornament of his own, 

This accompHfhed nobleman was the eldeft fon of the 
fi: ft earl of Stair. Even when an infant he difplayed his 
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ruling paffion, the love of military glory. He irmftered 
a regiment of boys of his own age, which he called by 
his own name; and in a fhort time rendered them fo 
perfect in fuch evolutions as fuited his youthful fancy, 
that his future heroifm and fuccefs might even then have 
been prefaged by a penetrating eye. Warmed with the 
enthufiafm ofvirtue, and poffefiing a magnanimity beyond 
his years, he thewed his averfion to whatever was daftard- 
ly or mean in his aflbciates, and encouraged in them 
whatever was manly and decorous. 

By the age of ten he had made aftonifliing progrefs in 
the learned languages, under a private tutor; the French 
of courfe became an eafy acquifi'tion.. At fourteen years 
of age he had run through the ufual routine of academic 
ftudies af the univerfity of Edinburgh; and was equally 
diftinguiflied for his natural and acquired accomplifli- 
merits. 

But although his predile&ion fora military life had dif- 
played itfelf fo early, his father at firft intended him for 
the law; and this affords a ftrong example of the ftrange 
inattention in parents to the bias of their children’s minds. 
There are many indeed, who may, without violence, be 
put to any profefiion, becaufe they have no particular 
aptitude or inclination for one rather than another : but, 
when the genius feems to have an original, and honour- 
able dire&ioh, it is worfe than folly to attempt an altera- 
tion. The earl of Stair, however, was not one of thofe 
parents who will not recede from a preconceived idea: 
he at once yielded to the importunity of his fon, and fent 
him, while Hill a boy, into Holland,, where he initiated 
himfelf in the ftudy of arms, under that excellent com- 
mander, William, prince of Orange; w|io teftifiedfor the 

*5 
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young htro both the refped due to his promifing taleniJ 
apd the affectionate tendeniefe of a father^ 

Here he made a rapid progrefs, in fortification and gun- 
nery, and in various modern languages, which he after- 
wards fpoke With purity and fluency, Here, too, he in* 
haled that fpirit of- liberty and independence, which he 
afterwards breathed in every air, and difplayed in every 
aftion. 

About the era of our glorious revolution, he returned 
to his native country } and, through his eloqence and-his 
addrefs drew over numbers to the caufe of William, by 
h;s pathetic reprefentation of what the proteftants fuf- 
fered on the continent, and the dangerous ambition of 
the h-ufe of Bourbon. AH were channed with hi* man- 
fiers and his fentiments) and aknoft all who heard or be- 
held him, became converts to his principles. 

William was not tinmindfiil of his youthful zeal; he 
took him in his fervice to Ireland, where he difplayed 
the greateft perfonal refolution } and, in the beginning of 
1691, he accompanied his royal mailer ta Holland. 

The reception which Dairyrnple found here was flat- 
tering in the extreme) he was carefled by all ranks; and 
foon after received a colonel’s commilTion : - nor was it 
long before he had an opportunity of particularly diftin- 
guilhing himfelf in the glorious but unfuccefsful battle.of ► 
Steenkirk, fought in i6;2. All the officers behaved well, 
but Dalrymple performed prodigies of valour. He ral- 
lied his regiment, after the ranks had been broken by the 
enemy’s artiHery, and flopped their purfuit, till the reft 
of the brigade had time to form. 

flrom this time nothing remarkable occurs in the life 
of colonel Dalrymple till. 170I, when he appeased again 
at ihe head of his regiment, in Flanders) under the viiftp- 
rious duke M Marlborough s he ferved in nieft of his 
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grace’s campaigns, and by his military genius, his un~ 
fliaken fortitude, and amiable manners, won the regard- 
and efteem of that great commander. It is impoflible to 
do juftice to the achievements of Dalrymple, ia a long 
feries of the moft brilliant aft ions and fucceires, crowded 
into fo narrow a fpace of time. Suffice it to fay, that 
fcarcely any memorable affair took placein which he did 
not participa^, and bear away his full 1'nare of glory. 

When the duke of Marlborough returned^ home, in 
1709, he introduced colonel Dalrymple to her majefly^ 
With the moft liberal encomiums on his fervices : and- 
his father dying foon after, the queen, as a reward foe 
his military fervices,' and a trial of his political talents, 
fent the young earl of Stair ambaffador-extraordinary to 
Auguftus II. king of Poland t who charmed at lead, if 
not influenced by his lordfhip’s amiable qualities, hear- 
tily gntered into all the meafures of the allies, which the 
ambaffador was commifliond to recommend and enforce. 

After refiding four years at the poliftt courr, with 
honour to himfelf and advantage to his country, he was 
recalled? and the political friends, with whom he was 
connected by every tie of gratitude and efteem, being 
difpkced, he was involved in their fate. On this occa- 
fmn, his native integrity was proved beyond a doubt; 
fo little had he regarded his individual interoll, that he 
had contra&ed a confiderable debt; and his plate and 
equipage would have beenfeized, had it not been for the 
generous interference of his countryman, lieutenant Lav*- 
fon, who offered him a fum of money to redeem them. 
The gratitude of the earl of Stair to this gentleman, ever 
after, was as honourable as the friendship which he had ' 
experienced. 

He now retired to a country life, but was not long 
dcoroed* to inglorious ina&ivUy. On the accelhon ok ; 
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George I. he was appointed one of the lords of the bed- 
chamber, fworti of the privy-council, and ioon after 
made commander-in-chief of the forces in North Britain^, 
His influence in his native country was fo great, that he 
rendered the higheft fervice to the miniilry in the returns 
to the new parliament that met in 1715, and was him- 
felf elected one of the fixteen peers. At this crifis, an 
ambaflador of genius, fortitude, penetration, and addrefs* 
was peculiarly wanted at the court of Verfailles, and the 
earl of Stair was pitched on as the perfon who poflefled 
all thofe qualities in an eminent degree ; and, indeed, the 
high expectations entertained of him were amply grati- 
fied. Though lord Stair had to counteract the policy 
of the mofl intriguing court on earth, he developed its 
latent defigns with fo much fagacity, and contended 
for the interefts of his country with fo little fear, that he 
was no lefs refpeCted than dreaded by the French govern- 
ment. He dived into the deepeft councils of Louis and 
the pretender, and fruftrated their defigns, ,in general, 
before they were ripe for execution. On the death of 
the king of France, he intimidated the regent to fuch a 
degree by a very fpirited memorial, that the latter reluc- 
tantly withdrew the promifed alMance to the pretender j 
and the puny efforts to excite a rebellion in Scotland 
tame to nothing. 

As a negociator, the earl of Stair attracted a deferved 
notice, and fhone unrivalled in his day. His dinnte- 
refled charafter gave force to his remonflrances, and 
his high fpirit would not brook chicanery or delay. He 
fupported the honour and dignity-of his country with a 
boldnefs that, in ordinary men, would have been deemed 
infolence or raihnefs. When the duke of Orleans, 
regent of France, came in great date to vifit him, and 
had fet one foot on the ground, but kept the other 
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fixed on the ftep of the coach, lord Stair, who advanced, 
Obferving this pofture, hal ed, and demanded of the at- 
tendants on his highnefs, “ if his matter came to vifit 
him as his Britannic majefty’s ambattador, or a, earl of 
Stair?’' Receiving no anfwer, he added, “ if he comes 
to fee lord Stair, I {hall reckon it my greateft honour to 
receive any officer of the crown, much more the duke 
regent, at the door of his coach ; but, if becomes to v.fit 
the ambaflador' of my auguft and royal matter, I fliould 
deem myfelf unworthy of the truft repofed in me, if I 
went a ftep farther than I have done.” 

This being reported to the regent, he drove away, and 
caufed it to be notified to his excellency, that his appear- 
ance at court would be difpenfed with. For fome months 
this coolnefs continued; but the earl hearing of fome 
naval equipments which could not -lie looked at with 
indifference, forced his way to an audience; and argued 
with fo much fpirit, and fhewed fuch an intimate know- 
ledge of the moft fecret defigns in the dirterent courts of 
the continent, that the regent was forced into a confef- 
fion of fome very deep and extenfive machinations againft 
the tranquillity of Britain. 

In {hoi t, Iris abilities had fuch an afcendency over 
the regent before he left France, that his highnefs being 
once publicly afked, what part he would take in the 
troubles of the north, anfwered, “ juft what the Britifh 
ambaffador pleafes.” Nor was he lefs acceptable to the 
people in general: he was benevolent and charitable, 
and endeared to the lower ranks by his fplendor and 
hofpitality. 

Indeed the honour of his country had ever been the 
ruling motive of the earl of Stair. He had involved 
himfelf confiderably in debt, in fupporting his high cha- 
radter at the French court; and, being unwillirig to 
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contract the fcale of his magnificence, he foliated and 
obtained his recal. The king, however, was fo well 
pleafed with the conduft of his ambaflador, that he- 
declared he would have created him a duke, had not the 
law of the union oppofed it, and evinced fuch a fenfe of 
his fidtliry, that no eulogiunrt could go beyond it. The 
people on the other- baud, echoed back the praifes of 
their fovereign, aud every voice refounde i with applaufe. 
The favour of George I. remained unabated to the laft;. 
and, on his late majelly’s afcending the tnrone, he was 
received into the fame confidence. In addition to the 
other honourable pods which he held, he was made lord 
admiral of Scotland in i“3o; but no blandifhments 
could divett him from what he confidered as his duty 
to his country: and, when the plan of an exctfe was firft 
brought into pariiament by fir Robert Walpole, he was 
one of thofe who oppofed it on the pureft principles; 
and, fnon After, refigned a'l his places. Yet he fliewtd 
no hofiility againfl the nainifHtr: and on every, occafion 
behaved with a moderation fuitable to the dignity of his 
charade*. 

Difencumbered of office, his lordfhip now betook 
himfelf to the praftice of agriculture; and by the im- 
provements, which he introduced, was no tefs benefi- 
cial to his country than when in his proudeft exaka-. 
tion. He was fti:l vifited and carefibd by all who were 
eftimable ia worth, celebrated for talents, or dignified by 
ra»k. In urbanity, and colloquial fafrination, he had no> 
equaland the excellent quaiittes ot his heart were cor- 
refpondent to the hi ighteft dtfplay of his acquired ac- 
compli fbments. 

While employed iu rural pvtrf»its, a change oftnimftry 
took place; a war was on the eve of breaking out, and ; 
his. lerdfinp was again invited,info the fer/ke of hist 
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country. With the approbation of every good fubjeft, 
and of every true Briton, he was, in 1742, made field- 
marfliai of his majefty’s forces, and ambaffador-extra- 
ordinary and plenipotentiary to the ftates-general. The 
king now, emancipated from ttie councils of Walpole, 
received him with a degree of tendernefs and affec- 
tion, which convinced every fpefhuor how much he 
efteemed him : and foon afterwards fent him to Holland, 
where his eloquence and arguments had fo much weight 
with their high mightinefles, that they were not tardy in 
adopting the views of the Britifh court. 

To enumerate every praife-worthy aflion of this 
great general and politician, would fwtll this article to 
an improper length.. At the fuccefsful battle of Dettin- 
gen, where he commanded in chief, he {hewed the fame 
unlhaken courage, fpirit, and intrepidity, as had adorned 
his youthful years; but finding active fervice too h*-avy 
at this feafon of life, he petitioned foon after to refign, 
and refumcd his 1 oral occupations with frelli delight. 

However, on the breaking out of tbs rebellion in 
1745, he repaired to court, and made a tender of his 
fervices, which were gladly accepted. .He accompanied 
the duke of Cumberland to Edinburgh, and affifteki his- 
operations. This was the laft public fervice'which he 
was able to perform. His health gradually gave way, 
or, rather, age afTcrted its forereign fway over his con- 
ftitution, and in May, 1747, he breathed his laft. 

The patrician, youth, whofe bofom beats high for 
glory, and who views her temple within his reach, will 
contemplate the character of field-marftial the earl of 
Stair with emulation and delight; while thofe whofe 
profyefts are more limited, may copy this itlnftribus 
pattern in all the virtues of his heart, with pleafure and 
advantage. Equally fitted for camps or courts, he (hone 



SIR HANS SLGANE. 336 
in both with diftinguiflied luftre. His honour was unim- 
peached, and his veracity would admit no compromife 
with deception. He was great without pride, juft with- 
out rigour, and bountiful without oftentation. His foul 
melted at diftrefs, and his hand was ever open to relieve 
merit, or his favour to raife and cherifii it. In a word, 
be poflefled accomplifhmenls and virtues which dignify 
human nature, exalted his country, and benefited his 
king. 

In perfon, he was above the ordinary ftature, but. 
graceful and handfome to an uncommon degree, His- 
mien infpired refpeft; and on his countenance was 
imprinted the foft fmile of benignity, the emanation of 
a humane and virtuous heart. Indeed all the graces of his 
perfon were but fo many indications of the fuperior 
beauties of his mind ; and the love and admiration 
which he attraded were lefs paid as compliments to hb 
exalted rank and ftation, than as a juft tribute to his. 
genuine worth and merit. 

XXXIX. SIR HANS SLOANE, Bart. 
Boro 1660.—Died 1752. 

From 1 \:h Charles II. to George 11. 
^ j HOSE who fmooth the road to fcience or literature, 
and facilitate its acquifition to others,, are often more 
pefmanently ufeful than fuch as are fuper-eminently 
learned themfelves. The greateft perfonal or mental ac- 
quirements die with the poflelTors; but thofe who labour - 
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that others may be wife, are a benefit to all pofterity. 
The founders of fchools, of colleges, of le£hireSy and 
libraries, are, therefore, entitled to no mean praife; and 
their fame deferves to live in the genius which thejr 
have excited, the patronage which they have beftowed, 
and the facilities which they have afforded to learning 
and to knowledge. 

As an author, Sloane was dillinguifhed fof one work 
only; “ The Natural Hiftory of Jamaicaas a naturalift 
and phyfician, he had equals, if not fuperiors; but, as 
the founder of that noble inftitution, the Britifli Mufeum, 
he claims a niche in the temple of Britilh worthies; nor 
will we refufe him our humble tribute of applaufe. 

Hans Sloane was a native of Killileagh, in the north 
of Ireland, but of Scotch extraction. The firft dawn- 
ings of intellect difcovered a ftrong propenfity to re- 
fearches into the-myfteries of nature and the curiofities 
of art; and his parents, with a judgment which merits 
praife, encouraged his tafte by a fuitable education. 
Natural hiftory was his delight, and by an eafy tranfi- 
tion, the medical art was adopted as a profeiTion. To 
perfeCt himfelf in this he repaired to London, the 
general repofitory and mart of knowledge, where he 
attended the public leCtures in every branch of fcience, 
connected with his favourite purfuits. 

Though foyoung a man, and without the recommend- 
ation of great alliances, he had the felicity to attraCt the 
notice, of the amiable Boyle, and the inquifitive Ray; 
the former, one of the greateft experimental philofophers 
that ever lived, the latter, the belt naturalift and botanift: 
of his age. Under the aufpices of thofe gentlemen, 
Sloane improved his natural abilities, and cultivated his 
particular tafte to a high degree. A fioiilarity of pur- 
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fuits made them friends; and the young ftudent was not 
ungrateful for the patronage that he received. 

Having fpcnt four years in Loudon with unremitted 
attention to his favourite fludies, he was advifed to 
travel for further improvement. The univerfity of Paris, 
at that time, was diitinguifhed for its eminent profeflors 
in every branch of the healing art; and there Sloane 
determined to become a pupil. Meanwhile he frequented 
the public hofpitals, contrafted an acquaintance with 
the moft diflinguifhed phyfioians, and every where ex- 
perienced that reception which is due to fcience and to 
tJenfg, 

As a candidate for a folid reputation in the firft ranks 
of his profeflion, he omitted no opportunity of acquiring 
knowledge; he thought no pains too great that opened 
a new field of improvement. From Paris he went, with 
warm and ample recommendations, to the moft illuflrious 
phyiicians and naturaliftsat Montpelier, a fituation pecu- 
liarly favourable for botanical reftarehes.; nnd here he 
fpent a whole year in the captivating inveftigatton of 
nature’s fpontancous prodiuftions. 

About the clofe of 1684, Sioane returned to London, 
where he refolved to fettle, and pra&rfe as a phyfician. 
His fame had preceded him; and the immortal Syden- 
ham, a man too great to betinfturtd with the meannefs 
of profeffional jealoufy, took him not only under his 
patronage,, but his roof, and introduced him with the 
warmed zeal to his friends. Thus, in fuperior minds 
we find a generofity of fentiment which difdains all 
feifilh confiderations, while grovelling fouls are abforbed 
in private views, and hate that excellence which they 
cannot reach. The compliment paid by Sydenham to 
the young phy fician was, no doubt, juftly due to his fkiil 
and accomplifhments; but how few are fo fortunate as to 
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have, ihwr worth allowed, much Id's blazoned to the 
world, by profe/Ronal rivals for honour and emolument! 

tjaviog tranfmitted to his friend Ray,'a great variety of feeds and plants from France, by the influence of that 
fedulous enquirer into nature, he was propofed as a 
member of the Royal Society, and received with very 
flattering tokens of refp’eft. The following year he was 
elected a fellow of the Royal College of Phyficians ; and 
his reputation was now fo firmly eftabliftied, that lie 
might have realized any expectation which his molt fan- 
guine wiltyes could have formed. 

The ruling palfion, however, overcame the love of eafe 
and the accumulation of riches. The duke of Alber- 
marle, who had juft beenappointed governor of Jamaica, 
made overtures to Sioane to accompany him in qua- 
lity of his phyfician. This opened a new field tohisin- 
quifitive mind: nature had not yet been unveiled in the 
Weft Indies, and he panted to Be the handmaid of her 
charms, and to rifle her fweets without a rival. No re- 
prefentations of his friends could prevail on him to re- 
linquifli his defign of accepting the offer that had been 
made him ; and during the fpace of fifteen months’re- 
fidence in Jamaica, his induftry in colle&ing plants was 
fo indefatigable, that he accumulated more than the beft 
botanifts of the time imagined to be indigenous in that 
climate, or, indeed, in both the Indies. 

The curiofity of Sioane being now fully gratified, and 
his reputation crowned with new acceffions, he returned 
to London, and refumed his practice; which was foon 
as extenfive as his abilities were great. Being chbfen 
phyfician of Chrift hofpital, he gave an illuftrious proof of. his philanthropy and difintereftcdnefr, by applying the 
whole amount of his falary to the relief of the moft indi- 
gent .and miferable. amotig the patients of the houfe. 
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lor reftoring health to.the.po ir, he thought it mean to 
reap emojnment. .Of this beneficent and noble difpofi^ 
tion, we fitni n^ny other intlances among the difciples 
of iEfculapius j 'but few occur in any other profeffion. 
Being elefted fecretary of the Royal Society, in 1693, 
he had the honour of reviving the publication of the “Phi- 
lofophical Tianfa&ions,’’ which had for fome time been 
intermitted, and greatly enriched tire volumes, for many 
years, with his own original contributions. But an at- 
tention to this department of literature did not limit his 
purfuits. For fome years he had employed his vacant 
hours, if a liberal and cultivated mind can be faid to 
have them, in colleiffing whatever was rare and curious 
in nature or art; and his cabinet was fo well filled, that 
it foon mer ited the infpeftion of the learned. Among 
others who vifited this repofitory, and refpe£ted its in- 
genious author, was Mr. Coufton, a gentleman of for- 
tune, who had (pent his time, and a liberal fhare of his 
income, in Jhe fame purfuits. A congeniality of mind- 
and tafte devoted him to Dr. Sloane. Anxious that his 
own collection, and h's name, fliould be perpetuated, he 
thought he could not better provide for both, than, by; 
adding his mufeum to that of Sloane, and accordingly he 
bequeathed him the whole. 

The Sloaaean cabinet thus became one of the firft in; 
Europe; and the learning, fkill, induftry, and public 
fpiritof the proprietor, feemedto clainvfomediftinguifli- 
ed honour. Foreigners had duly eflimated Dr. Sloane’s 
high merit as a pi-ofeffional man, and a naturalift ; and, 
his fovereign was ready toj reward it. About 1720, 
George J. to whom he had- been fii ft phyfician for fome 
time,, raifed hm to the dignity of a baronet. He was 
likewife appointed prefidentof the co'liege of phyfuians, 
and filled the prefident's chair in the Royal Society,. as 
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fuccclfor of the immortal Newton. Thefe honours at 
home were allowed by other nations ta be well earned ; 
fir Hans S’oane was elefted a member of the Royal Aca? 
demy of Paris; and his correfpondence was courted by 
almofi every learned focie'y in Europe. 

From this period, Sloane and Mead were the only two 
phvficians of difiinguilhed reputation in the metropolis ; 
and fuch was the extent of their pra£lice, that they are 
faid to have cleared each about 6000I. a-year. The one 
as we have feen was introduced by Sydenham, and the 
other by RadclifFe ; who during their own time divided 
the ^Efculapian honours in the capital. 

Borne down by weight of years, and laden with ho- 
nours and opulence, fir Hans Sloane, in 1749* retired to 
Chelf<a,to enjoy in peaceful tranquillity the few moments 
of life that were yet to run. He did not, however, court 
folitude, but only an exemption from the toils of bufi- 
nefs. He was daily vifited by perfons of high rank and 
diftinguilhed literary attainments, whether natives or 
foreigners. A day was fet apart, weekly, for a gratuitous ^ 
exhibition of his mufeum, and another day was devoted 
to the relief of the fick poor, to whom fir Hans was a 
liberal benefaftor during a long and well-fpent life. 

From the age of fixteen, this valuable man has been 
fubjeft to pulmonary complaints, and occafional hy- 
mopteljs; but by temperance and medicine he overcame 
this radical infirmity, and reached an uncommon degree 
of longevity. In January, 175a, he expired without a 
groan, in the ninety fit ft year of his age ; pofF (Ted of all 
his faculties to the laft, and crowned with honour and 
glory. 

In petfon, fir Hans was full and well proportioned; 
in manners, poliflied and captivating in convei fation, 
fprightly and facetious. As a phyfician he was remark- 
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ably fuccefsful, and deferves great credit for being the 
firft who introduced the fret ufe of that valuable fpecif.c, 
the Jefuits’ bark, tried by him and found efficacious in a 
variety of complaints, to which before his time it had 
never been adminiftered. 

But the belt part of his character was his genuine cha- 
rity and philanthropy. As his abilities to do good increaf- 
ed, fo did his difpofitioh. He was a governor of almoft 
every hofpital in London; and, befides his pofthumous 
benefaftions, was a generous patron to them during life. 
He firft laid the plan of a difpenfatory, where the poor 
might be fupplied with medicines at prime coft; he pre- 
fented the apothecaries’ company with their botanical 
garden at Chelfea, in the centre of which ftands his ftatue 
by Ryibrack ; he promoted the eftablifliment of a found- 
ling hofpital, and communicated the beft inftruiftions for 
the nutrition of the children. 

Thefe are fome of his good deeds which will fpeak his 
praife, when the marble monument {hall moulder into 
dnft, and the ftatue no longer bear thefimilitudeof a man. 
Nor was this all: his library and cabinet, which he ha^d 
been at fb much pains to form and collect,he bequeathed 
to the public, on condition that the fum of 20,000!. 
ftiould be paid his family. Large as this fum may ap 
pear, it was not half the value of thedepoftt, and fcarrdy 
more than the intrinfic value of the precious mttals, 
ftdnes, and ore's, of which the mufeum alone confifted., 
ThrS noble collection of curiofittes, added to his library 
of 50,000 volumes, laid the foundafion of the Britifh 
niufeum ; and parliament, with a liberality, which reflects, 
the higheft honour on the nation, byfubfequent purchafes* 
gifts, and bequefts, has been enabled to comp -i the' 
eftatrliihment of an inftitution, whofe utility 'Sill remain 
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to lateft times, and form one of the proudeft motraments 
to Britifli tafte and teience. 

XL. MAJOR-GENERAL JAMES WOLFE. 
Born ijz6.—Killed 

From 12.h Ceorge I. to $z.-i Ocorge II, 

THE energy of a fovereign, or the virtue of a rm- 
nifter, is eafily communicated to a whole nation. Like 
the eleftric Block, it is felt to the extremity of the circle. 
Each perfon in cohtaft (tarts from the torpor of inac- 
tivity, and is infpired with refolution to emulate the 
qualities which he fees honoured and admired. When 
talents and virtues are fure of promotion, competitors 
for the prize will never be wanting. Encouragement 
kindles the flame of genius, and the ardour of military 
enterprize. The immortal and revered William Pitt, 
whofe eloquence flaflted indignation on the corrupt and 
degenerate, and whofe plaudits were ever paid to virtue, 
whofe capacious mind embraced every objeft, and whofe 
fpirit proved the (hield of his country and the terror of 
her foes, by his vigorous meafures waked a race of he- 
roes into being, ami foftered them with paternal care. 
He fought for merit wherever to be found; he difco- 
vered it fomerimes under the cloud of negleft, andfomc- 
times in the (hade of Obfcuriry. He called it into action 
for the honour and fervice of the public, and reaped a 
harveft of glory from its foccefs. Among others whom^ 
this penetrating and fa^dcious Aatefman armed with the".' 
t&unders of Britain, was the illuftrious fubjedf of the fub- 
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fequent brief memorial. Sorry we are that the fpan of 
life allowed him was too fhort to furnifh more numerous 
incidents ; but all its paflages a;e repleie with glory. 

James Wolfe was the fon of a military officer of rank, 
who had gathered laurels under the duke of Marlborough. 
He was born at Wefterham, in Kent; but, notwithftand- 
ing the brilliant part which he played on the theatre of 
life, not a tircumftance is preferyed that can afford the 
Jeaft infight into the habits of his early years. With 
pleafure fh uld we have traced the future hero in the 
paflimes of the boy j and marked thedawnings of fupe- 
rior in tel left in the rude effays of untutored fancy. 

That Wolfe received a military education, and was 
deftined for the profeffion of arms, almoft from his in- 
fancy, can admit of no difpute. Honourable mention is 
made of his conduit and bravery at the battle of La Feldt, 
which was fought when he was only in the twentieth year 
of his-age. His royal highntfs the duke of Cumberland 
recognized his promifing talents, and rewarded them by 
promotion; but the gradations of his rife are not afcer- 
tained. . We only learn, that during the whole war he 
went on without interruption, advancing his military 
charafler, and carrying off laurels from everyeonteft. 

Even when he might hav^ rtpofed in the lap of peace, 
he difdained ignoble eafe, and cultivated the arts of war. 
He had the honour of introducing, by his example and 
perfeverance, rather than by the exercife of feverity, 
fuch a perfetif difcipline into his own corps, that as long 
as the plains of Kinden are remembered, fo long will 
Kingfley’s be mentioned with applaufe. Of that regi- 
ment he continued lieutenant-colonel till new hoftilities 
broke forth. He was endeared to his men no lefs by his 
affe&ionate concern for their welfare, than byhisperfonal 
courage, which had never received the flighteft imputation 
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of dilhonour. They obeyed his commands from a higher 
principle than duty: and little does that officer confult 
his glory, or his intereft, who trufls to the influence of 
authority alone. The man may be ruled by force, but 
the mind can only be gained by refpeft and love ! 

In 1756, war was formally declared againft France. 
Its commencement was an uninterrupted feries of dif- 
graces and difappointments, till Mr. Pitt was called to 
the helm of ftate. He immediately began his virtuous 
career by bringing forward men of the moft enterprifing 
and affive genius, and the tide of fuccefs was foon turn- 
ed by their talents. Wolfe, whofe youthful exploits had 
not been forgotten, and could not be overlooked by a 
ftatefman like Pitt, was raifed to the rank of brigadier- 
general, and put under the command of general Amherft. 
They were fent againft Louilbourg; and Wolfe was em- 
ployed to cover the debarkation of the troops; which hs 
effe&ed, amidft a ftorm of fire from the enemies’ batteries, 
and an impetuous furf, which dafhed fome of the boats 
to pieces. Calm and collected, he difplayed an energy 
e<jual to the occafion: and the conqueft of the place was, 
in a great meafure, afcribed to his judgment and his for- 
titude. 

Scarcely had he returned from this expedition, when 
the honourable fhare which he had borne in it pointed 
him out as worthy of a higher command. He was raifed 
to the rank of major-general, and fent to reduce Qmbcc. 
The generals who ferved under him were all young men, 
whom a lefs fagacious minifter than Pitt would have hefi- 
tated to truft; but he wifely meafured abilities by another 
ftandard than years. Age may infpire prudence, but it 
is apt to cool enthufiafm. The veteran general is more 
folicitous to prevent difgrace, than to hazard eaterprize. 
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Wolfe, and his aflbciates, on the other hand, faw glory: 
before them, and they overcame almoft infurmountable- 
impediments to pay her the homage of their refpedh. 

Here the abilities and courage of Wolfe {hone forth itr 
the fulled luftre. Undaunted by difficulties which would, 
have cooled the ardor of an ordinary man, difregarding 
ftrength of fituation and fuperiority of numbers, and 
even refufing nature the refpite which {he folicited, as he ; 
was fuffering under a fever and a flux, he perfevered \ 
with unwearied judgment and attention to open the way j 
to vidfory. His tnilifary council de'fponded at the con- j 
templation of their profpefts, and the general himfelf \ 
would have been juftified in yielding to the preflure of 
unfortunate circumftances; but he, fingly and alone in 
opinion, projected the plan which was to annihilate the ; 
French power in America, He did more: he executed ! 

it with a fuccefs on which the moft fanguine could fcarce-^ 
ly have prefumed. Having gained the heights of Abra- 
ham, on which fide the city of Quebec was moft expofed, 
he haftened to give the enemy battle, who advanced to 
the charge with much fuperior numbers, and in good or- i 
der. The gallant Wolfe ftationed himfelf in the front .of 
the line, in the hotteft point of adtion. He was early 
wounded in the wrift, but neither pain nor danger could : 
prevail on him to defert the poft of glory. He wrapped 
a handkerchief round the wound, and continued to give 
his orders without emotion. Advancing at the head of 
his grenadiers, with bayonets fixed, a ball pierced him 
through the breaft; and he fell at the moment when the 
enemy began to give way, and the Britifti arms became 
triumphant. He was inftantly carried to a fmall diftance 
in the rear : the tide of life was ebbing faft, when he was 
roufed in the agonies of death by the cry, “ They run! 
they run!” Catching the found, he eagerly afked, “ Who 
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run?” He had the.fatisfa&ion to hear it was the French. 
In a faultering voice he exclaimed; “ Then, 1 thanjt God, 
I die content:” and with thefe words expired. 

Such was the lamented end of general Wolfe, one of 
the molt enterprifing and accomplilhcd officers which 
this nation ever produced. He lived to be the conqueror 
of Canada, for the event of that day fealed its fate; but 
.he died too early for his country : and the joy of con- 
queft was embittered by a reflexion, on the dearnefs of 
its purchafe. A mixture of every pallion, that can agi- 
tate the generous heart, attended this national triumph. 
Mr. Pitt, in the houfe of commons, pronounced the eu- 
logy of the deceafed, in fuch ftrains o. affecting eloquence, 
as drew tears from every eye. The minifter was abforb- 
ed in the better feelings of the man, and he wept at the 
immortality which he had given. 

When the body of General Wolfe was brought to 
Portfmouth, the fcene was impreffively Solemn. Minute 
guns were fired from the men of-war at Spithead, from 
the time the corpfe was taken from the (hip to its flow 
landing at the Point. Bodies of military marched down 
to receive it. It was put into a herfe, and proceeded in 
funeral pomp throbgh the garrifon under arms. During 
this aweful proceflion, the colours on the fort were flruck 
half flag-ftaff; the bells were muffled, and tolled in fa- 
lemn concert with the dead march j minute guns were 
fire.d from the platform, and troops, with arms reverfed, 
preceded and followed the herfe. The body was after- 
wards privately depofited in the family vault at Green- 
wich church; and a fuperb national monument was ereft- 
ed to his memory in Weftminfter abbey, at the expence 
of four thoufand guineas. Thefe were fome of the un- 
availing honours paid to the conqueror of Canada, ftill 
a faithful appendage to Great Britain. His name ftiil 
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continues 4o infpire martial entbufiafm in the youthful 
bofom, and to lure the afpiring to the field of glory. 
But while his public charafter ferves to excite emulation, 
his private alfo is entitled to our warm efteem. 

He feems to have been formed by nature for military 
greatnefs: his conftkutional courage was not only uni- 
form and daring, but he poflefled that higher fpecies of 
courage, that ftrength, fteadtnefs, and aftivity of mind, 
which no difficulties could vanquifh, no dangers detet 
from the purfuit of his own and his country’s glory. 

With a vivacity of difpofition, almoft bordering on 
impetuofity, he was fubje<£t to no unguarded fallies of 
paffion; and, with a generous independence of mind, he 
was free from pride. His bounty almoft bordered on 
profufion, and he defpifed the little arts of gain. It was 
his higheil gratification to aflift the deferving foldier; 
and even the inferior officer in diftrefs has frequently 
experienced his liberality. In his attachments he was 
conftant and difcriminating; gentle, kind, and conciliat- 
ing, in his manners. 

It was the peculiar good for tune of general Wolfe, 
not only to enjoy a large fliare of the friendfhip, but al- 
moft the univerfal good-will, of mankind. He was one 
of thofe, who appears to have vanquiihed envy by the 
indifputable fuperiority of profeffional talents, and tire 
acknowledged excellence of his heart. This is the mojl 
exalted compliment that can be paid to men; for that cha- 
ra&er muft be fublime indeed, which Envy and Malice 
will not venture to attack! 

■ ■ - Diram qui-contuJit liydram, Comperit Invidiam tupremo fine damaii. 
ilo*. 
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XLL GEORGE ANSON, •. 
lord ANSOlf. 

Born 1697.—Died 1762. 
Prom 'ith W ilham HI. to zd Georgs III» 

jA. FATALITY attends the beft concerted plans of 
fome able tnen, while a mediocrity of talents, without 
energy, and almoll without effort, not tinfrequently 
carries away the prize. The prudent rnuft often com- 
bat combined difficulties, which no forefight-can avoid ; 
while the rafh and unrefkaing efcape the dangers which 
they feem to provoke. But patient fortitude, united to 
fkill and enterprize, will generally prevail at lad; and 
fortune, weary of buffetting the brave, will leave them 
near the haven. 

Whoever has read the hidory of Anfon’s voyage 
round the world, will be able to apply fome of thofe 
reflexions to the particular cafe of th s eminent officer, 
who, amidft the moft. forlorn profpeXs, did not defpond, 
and whole perfeverance and courage were ultimately 
atowned with proportionate reward. 

.George Anfon was the younger fon of a very refpeX- 
able fcmily in Statfordfliire, and was born at Shuckbo- 
rough, in that county. The bias of his inclination led 
him to the naval pvofeffion, and his father gave him an 
education fuitable to his views. It was his greatert de- 
light to read the narrations of voyages, and the iiluftrious 
aftions of admirals, from his earliefl years; and thus his 
genius could not be miflaken, and fortunately it was not 
thwarted. 

By the voluntary ftudies and predominant inclination 
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of children their propenfitics and genius may be bell dif- 
covered. Abilities will always perform the talk pre- 

scribed, whether it be fuitable ta the tafte or not? but 
the employment of the vacant hour fhould be watched 
as a fort of key to the mind; and parents and tutors, 
with a moderate deghee of pains, will be enabled to 
unlock the fecret of n.uive predilc&ions. 

Of the exploits of Anfon, while in the lower rank 
cf naval fervice, we know nothing. Where he was 
ftationed, or under whom he ferved, has not been tranf- 
mitted to us. That he went through the fubordinate 
flations in the royal navy with credit, and had rendered 
himfelf, by his diligence, perfe&ly matter of his profef- 
tton, may be inferred from this, that in the twenty-fifth 
year of his age he was promoted to the command of the 
'Weafel ttoop, and foon after obtained the Scarborough 
man-of-war, in which fiiip be riifplayed great intre- 
pidity and judgment. A long interval of filence, as 
to his fubfequent deftinies, fucceei's: a military officer 
has always the beft chance of being noticed when engaged 
in his proper element, a war. 

About rhe clofe of the year 1739, a rupture with 
Spain appearing inevitable, government rightly c«nfi. 
dered that the moft efft&ual ftep to dittrefs the enemy 
waste attack them intheir American fettlements, and thus 
cut off their fupplits of money, the principal finew of 
■war. 

This plan, fo politic, and apparently fo very practi- 
cable, fuffered various fliameful and unaccountable 
delays, before it was carried into execution; and, at 
Jaft, it was attempted on fuch a contratted fcale, and 
with fuch an inadequate force, that the marine mi- 
nitters of that pcr'md can in no wife be acquitted, both 
of negligence and Vrenchery; nptwithttanding w hich they 
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\tere never called to any account for their unpardonable 
mifiTianagement. George Anfon, efq. then Oapraiti of 
the Centurion, was appointed commodore of a fquadron 
of five fliips, deilined for the South Seas.' The fpirit 
and the diligence of the commander deferved more 
prompt and efficacious meafures, on the part of govern- 
ment, for the equipment of his fleet; but ten months 
elapfed from his appointment before he was ready to put 
to fea, and at laft he had the mortification to find, that 
the fmall land force, with which he was entrufled, was 
fitter for an hofpital or a garrifon than to be employed in 
a diflant and dangerous expedition, where the vigour of 
health, added to the experience of aims, was eflentially 
requuite. Nor was this the only difadvantage which 
attended the outfit. By the moll criminal delays, the 
enemy were fully apprized of the nature and ob,e& of 
this expedition; and the feafon of the year was, of ail 
others, the mod unpropitious for a navigation fo little 
known, and fo replete with dangers. 

The commodore, however, though he might be cha- 
grined, was nof difpirited He fet fail on the 18th of 
September, 1740, in his flag-fliip, the Centurion of fixty 
guns, with the Severn and Gloucefter of fifty guns each, 
the Pearl of forty guns, the Wager ftorefhip, and the 
Tryal (loop ; and arrived in the latitude of Cape Horn 
about the vernal equinox, when the weather in that 
dreary climate is dreadfully tempefluous. His career 
was now obfixuried by accumulating difficulties, but his 
refolution was undaunted. With extreme hazard he 
doubled that ftormy cape in company with the Gloucefter 
and the (loop. '1 he Severn and Pearl, after various- 
attempts, were under the abfolute nereflity of putting 
back, and the Wager was loft; which gave rife'to 
Byron’s very interefting narrative, a proper appendage 
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to the commodore's voyage. The fcurvy alfo began 
make exceflive ravages among the fliips that were left; 
but, having refrefhed his men and repaired his damages 
at the fertile but defolate ifland of Juan Fernandez, with 
this inconfiderable force he kept the whole coaft of 
Mexico and Peru in continual alarm for eight months, 
made fome confiderable prizes, and with great conduct 
ami refolutioii took pofleffion of the town of Paitaj 
which he, however, afterwards facked and burned. The 
humane conduft of Anfon to his pi ifoners made an in- 
delible impreflion on the minds of the Spaniards, and he 
became at once the objeft of their terror for burning 
Paita, and of refpeift for his generous treatment of his 
prifoners. 

At length, having loll all his other {hips, with the 
Centurion alone he traverfed the immenfe Pacific Ocean; 
and in thecourfe of this-long navigation his crew was fo 
much farther reduced, that with the utmoft difficulty he 
reached the ifle of Tinian, which had been defected by 
the Spaniards a little before, and is deferibed in the 
hiftory of this voyage as a terreftrial elyfium. Amidft 
the happy fequeftred groves of this delightful fpot, he 
refreflied bis crew, and fitted them for frelh enterprizes. 
But an accident happened here, which had nearly put 
an end to his interefting voyage. The anchorage being 
but indifferent on the coaft, and a furious ftorm arifing, 
the Centurion, with only a few hands on board, was 
driven out to fea, and it was nineteen days before the 
haraffed crew could regain their ftation. Their com- 
panions on ftiore, indeed, had given them up for loft ; 
and this, certainly, may be confidered as one of the moft 
miraculous efcapes in an expedition, which was pregnant 
with dtfafters as well as wonderful turns of good fortune. 

About the middle of Oftober, 174a, the commodore 
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again-put to fea, and after a variety of adventures arriv- 
ed at Macao in China, where he refilled the exa&ions of 
that mercenary people, with a fpirit that did honour to 
his fovereign and the Britifli flag. 

Here the Centurion being completely refitted, Anfon* 
concealing his defign, fleered back as far as the Phillip- 
pine iflands, with a view of intercepting the annual 
Acapulco fliip, and herein fortune at laft was propitious 
to his views. 

After encountering a feries of difaflers, in a voyage of' 
nearly three years’ duration^ relieved only by gleams 
of partial fuccefs, on the 20th of June, 1743, one of 
the wilhed-for ftiips was defcried ; and, after a vigorous 
conteft, in which Britifli fpirit and condmfl prevailed 
over numbers and ftrength, the prize was carried, and 
conliderably upwards of half a million fterling was the 
reward of vi&qry. With this capital prize he proceeded 
to Canton; where having put the treafure on board his 
Own fliip, he difpofed of the Spaniards and their galleon, 
and diretfled his courfe to England. 

No occurrence, particularly memorable, attended his 
voyage, till he entered the Channel; but here he had 
another proof of that fuperintendence which had refcued 
him from fo many antecedent perils: a French fleet 
was cruizing in this latitude, and he pafled through the 
midft of it, unnoticed, in a fog. In fliort, during his 
circumnavigation of the globe, which took up the fpacd 
of three years and nine months, he repeatedly confirmed 
by his own experience and conduct, the policy of 
Teucer’s maxim, ‘‘Nil defperandum which with 
peculiar propriety, he afterwards afliimed as his motto. 

The treafures taken by the Centurion were conveyed 
in a number of waggons, decorated with Spanifli flags, 

<^S 
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through the ftreets of London to the Tower, amid ft the 
loudeft acclamations of the populace; and fhe com- 
modore was laden with honours and congratulation. 

After this, Anfon rapidly rofe to the higheft ranks in 
hisprofeflion, was returned to parliament, and made one 
of the lords of the admiralty. In 1747, being appoint- 

, ed to the command of a fquadron, he had the good for- 
tune to fall in with a French fleet off Cape Finifterre; 
and, hotwithftanding a fpirited refiftance on the part of 
the enemy^ook fix men-of-war, and four of the India- 
men which they were convoying. The elegant compli- 
ment which M. de la Jonquiere, the French admiral, 
paid the viftor, on prefenting his fword deferves to be 
remembered. Pointing to two of his {hips, whefe names 
gave all its beauty and force to the expreflion, he faid, 
‘‘ Monfieur, vous avez vaincu VInvinciblet et La dole 
yous fuit.” Sir, you have vanquiflied the Invincible, 
and Glory follows you. 

It has long been a fage policy, to confer diffinguiflied 
honour on thofe naval heroes, who have fuccefsfully 
fupported the glory of the Britifli flag. To a man of 
honour, who devotes his life to maritime or military 
purfuits, the ambition of pecuniary gratification is but a 
fecondary object; he toils for diftin&ion, and h flioukf 
be paid him with no niggardly hand. This gallant 
officer, as a reward of his merit, received a peerage, by 
the title of lord Anfon, baron of Soberton in Hants; and 
the fame year fucceeded to the high rank of vice-admiral 
of England. He had, likewife, the honour to be feleft- 
ed to convoy his majefty, George II. to and from the 
continent on feveral occafions; and, when our prefent 
excellent queen was chofen by his fuccefibr to grace his 
throne, lord Anfon was appointed to conduct her majefty 
to England. 
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In 1751, his lordfliip had been made firft lord of the 

admiralty, a polt, which he was admirably qualified to 
fill, being an excellent judge of merit, and which he held, 
with little interfniffipn, to the time of his death. Kis 
fervicej, however, by fea, were not difccntinued when 
his country required his bravery and Ikill. In 17^8, he 
failed from Spithead, with a formidable fleet, having 
under his command the gallant fir Edward Hawke, and 
materially contributed to facilitate the defcents made at 
St. Maloes, and other places on the enemy’s coaft. At 
laft he was appointed admiral, and commander-in-chief, 
of his majefty’s fleets ; and his profefiional honours could 
rife no higher. 

The fatigues incident to a fea-farihg life Had gradu- 
ally fapped his Ibrdfhip’s conftitution ; and, for many 
months before his death, he had been in a very languidly 
iog ftate of health. At lafly he found bufinefs infup- 
fiortable, and company too fatiguing to his fpirits, and' 
retired to his feat at Moor-park, in Hertford fit ire, where 
he fuddenly died, without any adhial confinement to his 
room-or his bed. His Ibrdfliip had married the honour- 
able mifs York, eldefi daughter of the eail of Ilardwicke,. 
lord high chancellor of Great B itain, but left no.child- 
ren ; and thus the title became extinft.. 

As an officer, lord Anfon was diffinguiflied for in- 
flexible perfeverance, audtR.command of temper xhu h 
rendered him intrepid in the midff ofdanger and feda-e 
in every change of fortune. In private life, he was 
hoaeft and uufvtfpeifVing : and thus became the dune 
of gamblers and (harpers. An unfortunate attachment 
to gaming, the tricks of which he did not underftand,. 
and had too much integrity to praAife, expofed him to 
Ioffes and misfortunes which greatly dim'niflhed his dea> 
earned' wealth,, and made him the ridicule of his mo»e 
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knowing aflbciates. It was often remarked of him, 
“ that he had been round the world, but never in it.”' 
He was too fincere to be falhionably poliflied, too inge* 
nuous to profefs what he did not feel: the artful preyed 
on his fimplicily, and the conqueror of his enemies was 
frequently vanquifhed by his pretended friends. 

When the baneful infatuation of play gains an afcend- 
«»cy over the mind of a good man, he is in the direct 
rcud to ruin; when it feizes the unprincipled, he foon 
becomes a finiftied villain. Harfli as the term may 
feem, that man is the worft of villains, who, by his fupe- 
rior (kill in an art where honour and virtue would fcorn 
proficiency, pra&ifes on the unfufpe&ing, involves the 
helplefs and innocent in diftrefs, and braves the detection 
of the honed, by the plunder which he has acquired. 

There are two vices, which, when they have once laid 
full hold upon the heart, feem not only to be incurable, 
but to gain drength with years. Need we name the 
love of gaming, and the love of wine; the epitome of 
all ills, the aggregate of infamy and ruin ? 

May thefefericus refleftions have the efFe<d, which the 
writer intends, on the youthful and uncorrupted bread ! 
If only one is warned by them to avoid thefe two grand 
finks of fortune and of fame, of health and peace, this 
weli-paeant page will not have been penned in va?n. 

XLII. PHILLIP YORK, 
CEA«L of HARDWICKE, LORD CHANCELLOR OF 

ENGLAND. 
Born 1691.—Died *.764. 

From id William III. to ^th George III. 
Tr*HATthe law, above all other profedions, opens a 
fcene for the djfplay of fupcrior abilities, has been re« 
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marked on a former occafion. That its prafHce, how- 
ever, fometimes cramps the energies of independence, 
and leads the ambitious to facrifice the love of virtue to 
the love of gain, is alfo to be lamented, but cannot be 
denied. The ftudy of the legalfcience naturally teaches 
prudence and refle&ion: it forbids the mind to purfue 
the blandifliments of fancy, and fixes it in the empire of 
reafon. Reafon recommends what is expedient, rather 
than right; and its decifions are commonly proper, 
though the motives which influence them may not always 
be pure. Thefe obfervations, however, are not to be 
taken in their utmoft latitude of interpretation; as they 
have no particular application to the ditlinguifhed fub* 
jeft of the following memoirs. 

Philip York was born in London, of a refpeftable, 
rather than an opulent, family; but, whatever might be 
the rank or fituation of his anceflors, his own merit cer- 
tainly paved the way t® what he afterwards became. 
This is the higheft praife that can be paid to his memory, 
that he rofe to diflimffion by his talents alone; and thuV 
reflefled honour on the patronage which he acquired, 
and the titles which he bore, and tranfmitted to his po- 
fterity. 

His education muft have been well conduced;-but 
he unqueftionably owed more to genius and application; 
without which, opportunities of improvement are of 
little avail. Being defigned for an attorney, at a proper 
age he was articled to a gentleman eminent in that branch 
of the profefiion, and ferved his clerkfliip with credit: 
but he felt that he was not in his element, when confined 
to the drudgery of an office; and no fooner was he his 
own mafter, than he entered himfelf of the fociety of 
Lincoln’s-inn. 

In due time he was called to the bar; and, while a- 
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▼ery young man, acquired fuch high reputation as a 
pleader, that, in 1720, he was raifed to the office of foli- 
cjtor-general. In three years more, he became attorney- 
general; and, in this capacity, which' frequently admits 
and requires the utmoll extent of legal knowledge,, he 
difplayed an aftonifhing'eloquence, a profound and inti- 
mate acquaintance with Englifh jufifprudence, and was 
univerfally allowed to be the firft lawyer of his day. 

Thus gifted, and placed on a vantage'ground, where 
full fcope was given to his powers, and their exercife 
could not be unnoticed, it would only have been extra- 
ordinary, had his elevation been lefs rapid than it was. 
When no more than forty-two years of age, he was con- 
ftituted chief juftice of the court of king’s-bench ; and 
four years after, he attained the higheft rank that the law- 
can confer on her moft diflinguifhed votaries, by being, 
raifed to the fuprerme feat of equity. 

For the high and dignified office of lord chancellor, it 
was univerfally allowed at the time, that the kingdom 
could not furnifh a more proper perfon. His elevation,, 
therefore, was free from envy; it w-as even grateful-to 
his brethren at the bar. The title of baron Hardwicke 
was conferred on him at the fame time, and the nation 
re-echoed the approbation of their fovereign in this- 
choice of the keeper of his confciehce. 

To detail the various inftances of affiduity, and the 
very impartial adminiftration of juftice, confpicuous in 
this great lawyer, for the long period of twenty years, 
.during which he held the feals,-would be incompatible 
with our plan. The equality of his temper, the ftrength 
of his judgment, and his intuitive fagacity, were alike 
confeffed and admiied.. 

When the noble, but infatuated, partizans of rebellion 
jn; Scotland were brought totrial, Hardwicke was appoint- 
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ed lord high fteward of England. This furniflicd him 
with a frefli opportunity of difpiaying his confummate 
powers of oratory; and the fpeech which he delivered 
when paffing fentence on the rebel lords, is defervedly 
ranked among the fined fpecimens of eloquence that 
modern times have produced. 

In 1754, the chancellor was raifed to the dignity of 
earl of Hardwicke • but two years after, when the illuf- 
trious William ifitt, afterwards earl of Chatham, was 
called to the helm, his lordlhip was obliged to refign. 
That great datefman, however he might refpeft lord 
Hardwicke’s legal abilities, confidered him as a weak 
politician ! and befides, he was aware of his influence-in 
the cabinet, which, in numerous inftances, had rather 
been exerted to aggrandize his family, or particular 
friends, than dire&ed to the public welfare. It was 
Hardwicke’s objedt to ftrengthen his own intered, and 
to advance the fortunes of his connedlions. He feems to 
have adopted a common, but midaken, policy, of recom- 
mending weak, and ill qualified perfbns, to fill important 
places, that they might be more fubfervient to bis con- 
troul. This dratagem appears ferviceable for a moment, 
but proves delufive in the end. A man of talents will 
feel the tie of honour, and of gratitude, with a force 
which' ignoble and uncultivated minds can never know. 
Abilities refledt back the credit of patronage; but igno- 
rance and incapacity are the Ibame of their fupporters. 

After his refignation, the earl of Hardwicfee-Retired 
from public life, but he did not long enjoy the calm of 
eafe. In 1764, he was called to pay the debt of nature; 
and what mud have died confolation on his departing 
hours, he was able to declare on his death bed, “ that 
he bad never wronged any man to increafe his fortune; 
nor acquired a Angle acre ot land which he could not; 
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in his laft moments, reflet upon with tranquillity.” To 
feel the conlcioufnefs of integrity, when fublunary joys 
are failing, is the fweeteft fatLfaftion ; and to enfure itf fliould be the firft ftudy of human life. 

That lord Hardvvicke was both an able and an up- 
right judge, admits of no difpute. Though many appeals 
were brought to the bar of the houfe of lords from his 
decrees, not one of them was reverfed. That he was a 
moft eloquent fpeaker, and a good moral man, his worft 
enemies are ready to confefs. The great (lain on his 
private character was, a mercenary and craving difpofi- 
tion. To provide for a family which he had raifed to 
he moft honourable diftin&ion, was not only fair, but 

praife-wortby; yet to direft every favour, w hich his in- 
tereft could command, into one channel, though it may 
be palliated, cannot be excufed. It is faid, his royal 
mafter, who had been abundantly generous and indulgent 
to him, at laft gave him a fevere check, when he found 
that his reiterated applications had one objedl alone in 
view. A man of elevated rank, and extenlive influence, 
fhould be the patron of unprotetted worth, though un- 
conne&ed by natural ties 5 nor fuffer either partiality or 
prejudice to bias his judgment, and intercept his bounty. 

As a politician, lord Hardwicke was unfortunate in 
his prepoffeffions, and very confined in his principles. 
Fte-oppofed the militia bill on the futile grounds of dan- 
ger in arming the people ; and even when it had palled 
into a law, he is faid to have exerted hitnfelf, wherever 
he had influence, to prevent its etfeft. He alfo had a 
principal fliare in promoting the exifting marriage a<ft: 
which, though not wholly deftitute of utility, is fuppofed 
to miliate againft thofe leading principles which have 
ever been the guide of free communities. To encourage 
mattimony is to encourage virtue, and coBfequtmly adds. 
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to the inability of governments; to clog it with reftraints, 
which have a tendency to violate the ftrongeft affe&ions 
of the heart, may foothe the pride of unimpaffioned 
avarice, but can neither increafe domeftic happinefsnor 
public fecurity. In a word, lord Hardwicke was rather a 
great lawyer, than a great man ; had he flimined the 
region of politics, his fame would have raifed him above 
almoft every perfon of his age; but his views wei'e too 
limited for a ftatefman, and almoft every meafure in, 
which he engaged, rendered him unpopular, or evinced 
his narrow prejudices. Yet let it not be fuppofed that 
vve willi to detract from his real merits. Univerfal excel- 
lence is not a common attribute of man. The illufti ious 
qualities which he poflefled and praffifed for many years, 
at the bar and on the bench, juftify his claim to the gra- 
titude of Engliflimen as a fhining ornament of his coun- 
try. 

XLIII. SIR JOHN BARNARD, Knt. 
Born 1685—Died 1766. 

From ijt ‘James II. to 0:b George III. 
u TILITY is not confined to particular purfuits, nor are worth and merit the peculiar growth-of any foil. On 
a plebian bafe many a pillar of our country has been 
reared, while many have been found prouder to ereft 
trophies of their own, than to boaft the reflefted honours 
of anceftiy. In every Ration, laurels may be earned, and 
a folid reputation may be acquired. In the fenate, at 
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the bar, in the pulpit or the fchools, in the.field or oft 
the ocean, in mercantile engagements or mechanical pur* 
fuits, in the peaceful fliade of philofophic retirement, 
nay, even in the lowed occupations of agriculture and the 
arts, a man may be honourably and ufefully employed, 
and difchaige his duty to his confcience and his country. 

To confine the praife of merit to a particular rank 
or profcfEon, is rhe property of a narrow and an illiberal 
mind. Superior worth fometimes fliines forth at once 
with every advantage that fortune can beflow : while at 
other times it fm mounts the impediments of fituation by 
its native flrengthit defufed a glory round the head of 
Barnard. 

This upright and patriotic chisten was born at Reading, 
in Bcrkfhire. His parents wcie among the refpedlebU: 
focirty oj qunkers, and he was educated at one of their 
feminaries 5 but it is faid, he derived very little benefit 
from early inftru&ion, in elafiieal and polite literature } 
this deficiency, however, his native good fenfc, and love 
of knowledge, induced him to fupply by fuel' auxiliaries 
as fell afterwards within his reach. Ttandations gave 
him an intimate acquaintance with the fubftarce of an* 
cieut learning; and, though no linguift, he became ex* 
tremely well informed in books, 

Inqisifitive and penetrating, he fought for truth un- 
biafled by early prejudices; and, quitting the fociety of 
quakers when very young, received the rite of bap* 
trim from the hands of Compton, bifliop of London, 
in Fulham chapeL 

His father carried on the bufinefsof a wine merchant; 
and by him he was brought up to the fame trade, in 
which he afterwards fuccefsfully engaged on his own ac- 
count in the city of London. 

His abilities, his general knowledge, and the integrity 
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oi his rpndufl, foon rendered him confpicuous among his 
fellow citizens j and fuchwas ihe opinion they entertained 
wf him, he was ele&ed one of their reprefentives in 1722. 
In this honourable fituation he remained during feven 
fucceffive parliaments; and, amidfl: all the revolutions 
that took place both in city and public politics, was fo 
firmly eftablifhed in the efteem of his conftituents, that 
his name always appeared at the head of the lilt in every 
new eleftipn; and, with whatever oppotuion others had 
to contend, none of any confequence was ever attempted 
againfl: this favourite member. Indeed, the zeal, the di- 
ligence, and the capacity which he difplayed in the dif- 
charge of this important truft, were fo eminent, as to 
merit and receive unqualified applaufe; and he is juftly 
confidered as one of the moft fpirited, able, and indepen- 
dent members ever delegated to the houfe of commons 
by the metropolis of the Britilli empire. 

The fenate was the theatre on which he particularly 
{hone, and his conduit here laid the bafis of his fame. 
His judgment might be erroneous, but his vote was 
never venal. If he was generally in oppofition to ad- 
miniflradon, it was not from the love of dilTent, or from 
an inlerefted view of fupplanting them in office, but 
from the pufeft conviflion, that their proceedings mili- 
tated againft the public welfare, or the individual inte- 
refts of that great commercial city which he reprefented. 

When a bill was brought into parliament, in 1725, c‘ for regulating Ele&ions within the City of London, 
and for preferving the Peace, good Order, and Govern- 
ment of the faid City,” Barnard ftrenuoufiy oppofed it, 
as an infringement of the city’s rights, and contrary to its 
charter - particularly in depriving numbers of their elec- 
tive franchife, which they had enjoyed from time imme- 
morial. 
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The citizens were heard by council at the bar of the . 

Roufe; crowds, who thought themfelves injured or affefted f 
by the claufes of this bill, tumultuoufly aflembled every i 
day at Weifminfter; the complaints were loud and 
menacing, and government thought it necefiary to double 
the guards. After much oppofttion, however, the bill j 
pafTed, with various modifications ; ar.d fir John Barnard 
received thanks from the court of common council, for ’ 
the active part which he had taken in averting the liber- 
ties ofh is fellow citizens. 

Not long after, this virtuous reprefentative was chofen ! 
alderman of Dowgate ward, and omitted no opportunity j 
in his double capacity of magiftrate and fenator to pro> 
mote the honour and welfare of the metropolis, and, in- 
deed, of the Britifli empire. He prepared a bill, in 1729, 
for the better encouragement and regulation of failors in 
the merchant-fervice; which he carried through the houfe 
with great credit : and the fame feffions gave a fignal 
proof of his humane and benevolent difpofition, in ex- 
erting himfelf to redfefs the fcandalous enormities that 
had been committed in the fleet and other prifons. The 
warden in that receptacle of unfortunate debtors had 
dared to put feveral perfons in irons; and by his grofs 
venality had fuffered others to efcape. 

The indignation of our worthy citizen was roufed to 
' the highelt pitch; he made a pathetic reprefentation to 
the houfe of the various abufes which he had detefted in 
that prilon, and was not only inftrumental in bringing- 
the iniquitous warden and his agents to jufiice, but alfo 
in procuring an aft of infolvency, and in framing fuchi 
regulations as would prevent arbitrary and illegal prac- 
tices by the keepers of that prifon in future. 

When fir Robert Walpole, in the plenitude of minifi- 
ferial influence, brought in his famous ex-cife fcheme ia- 



SC* JOHN JARNARU. 3'6^ 
1733, the attention of every member, who wiflied well 
to the liberties of the fiibjeft, was called to a meafurc, 
which, however advantageous in a jfinancial point of 
view, certainly appeared fraught with the moll dangerous 
confequenees to the genuine principles o our conftitu- 
tion. Sir John Barnard took a leading part in the fpirit- 
ed debat« which was maintained on this bill; he con- 
tended that the propofed fcheme would deprive a num- 
ber of perfons of their ancient birthright, the trial by 
jury, the laft unimpaired privilege of liberty that re- 
mained to Englifhmen; tint though his majefly fhould 
never make a bad ufe of the power intended to be given 
him, his fucceflbrs might; and that a flave;, who has the 
good fortune to meet with a humane mafter, is neverthe- 
lefs a flave. “ Our liberties are too valuable,” added he, ii were purchafed at too dear a price, to be fported with, 
or wantonly given up to the btft of kings. I hope we 
have the fame regard for them that our anceftors had, and 
if fo, we (hall certainly ufe all peaceable means to pre- 
ferve them; and, if fuch fliould ptove ineffectual, I truft 
there is no Englifhman but would ufe thofe methods his 
.anceflors had done, in tranfmitting his liberties to his 
poftei ity in the fame glorious condition he found them, 
and not facrifice the conftitution to the poor pretence of 
fuppreffing a few frauds in the collection of the pubnc 
revenue.” 

While this bufinefs was in agitation, the avenues to the 
ho ufe of commons were filkd with multitudes of p< ople, 
the miniftertal members were grofsly infulted. and fir 
Robert Walpole himfelf, in a paroxyfm of paflic.n, to 
which, however, he was little ftibjeCl, having applied the 
term, fturdy beggars, to the clamorous petitioners at the 
door; met with a very feverc retort from firjohn Barnard, 
and was only faved from the fury of the mob, by the re- 



366 srt JOHN iARNAED, 
•folution of a Mr. Curfningham, who protedled him w ith 
a drawn fword. 

So obnoxious was this fcheme to the great body of the 
people, and fo jealous were they now become of any en- 
croachment on their liberties, that mihifters thought pro- 
per to abandon it at that time; on which event public 
rejoicings took plaee, as if fome fignal viilory had been 
gained over a foreign enemy. 

Sir John Barnard had acquired fuch reputation as a 
public fpeaker, and fuch influence from the tried inte- 
grity and independence of his character, that he was al- 
ways heard with refpeft, and his plans for the public 
good were not unfrequently adopted. Though he gained 
the greateft fliare of his popularity in oppofing fome fa- 
vourite plans of the minifler, he was as ready to fupport 
him, whenever his confcience and a fenfe of duty would 
permit. Attached to no party, but a zealous friend to 
conflitufional liberty and the interefls of his country, his 
vote was always the freewill offering of a virtuous mind; 
and the part w’hich he took in public affairs, was ftained 
with no bias to finifter views of private intereft. He 
boldly contended for fettling fuch an annual income on 
Frederic, prince of Wales, as would render him inde- 
pendent of a minifler; and declared his opinion, that 
the heir apparent, or any other prince of the royal fa- 
mily, ought to have fuch a certain revenue, as was con- 
fident with his own dignity, and that of the nation. He 
was likewife very indrumental in lowering the intered 

•of the public debt, by taking advantage of the facility 
with which money might be railed, without the fmalled 
violation of public credit, as the dockholder was to be 
paid at par, or voluntarily to accept the redu&ion of in- 
tered propofed. 

To particularize every patriotic effort of this didin- 
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guifhed citizen, however ufeful his example might be 
to fuch as afpire to the honours which he received, 
would extend this article too far. In 1738, he ferved the 
office of lord mayor; and difcharged the duties of this 
important ftation with the fame affiduity, firmnefs, and 
impartiality, which had marked his former life. As a 
magiftrate, indeed, his conduft was a perfeft model for 
imitation. He was governor of feveral hofpitals and 
other public charities; and was ever vigilant, aftive, 
and difinterefted in the difcharge of thofe important 
trulls. In 1749, he became father of the city; but, at 
Igngth, the infirmities of age fufpended his honourable 
and ufeful fervices. He requelled leave to refign his 
alderman’s gown. The folemn thanks, given him by 
the city of London on this occafion, was the bell telli- 
mony of his merit, and will remain a lalling eulogy on 
his character. Among other qualities becoming a ma- 
giftrate and a man, he was thanked “ for his wife, vigi- 
lant, and impartial adminillration of jullice; his un- 
wearied zeal for the honour, fafety, and profperity of 
his fellow-citizens; his inviolable attachment to the 
laws and liberties of his country; and for the noble 
example, which he had fet, of a long and uninterrupted 
courfe of virtue, in private as well as public life.’’ 

With this enviable charadter, fir John Barnard retired 
to his country-feat at Clapham, where he expired, full of 
days and honour, jn the eighty-fifth year of his age. 
As a further proof of the high fenfe which his fellow- 
citizens entertained of his fignal fervices, his llatue was 
eredled in his lifetime, on the Royal Exchange, in his 
robes of magillracy. 
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XL1V. GEORGE, LORD LYTTELTON. 

Born 1708.—Died 1773. 

From f>th Jlnne to 1 yk George III, 

Wealth, power, and titles,—pageants of a day, Ungrac’d with merit, Ihed a feeble ray. 
Soon finks the fame, not rais’d on true defert. And all the praife that lives not in the heart; Soon finks the pride from anceftry that flows» The fp'cndid villains are but public ihews; Awhile they blaze, and catch the Ample eye. 
Then melt in air, like meteors ip the iky ! Not thus nobility with worth conjoin’d, Its luflre fpreads, and leaves a track behind. The gifts of fortune, in a good man’s power, Are but the needy wrench’s certain dower; They raife the languid, wipe afflidlion’s tear, To feme give fame, in Lyttelton endear. 

This illuftrimis and excellent man claimed defcent 
from a very ancient family, which had been feated for ■centuries in Worcefterfhire, and had produced feveral 
diftinguifhed characters at different periods; among 
■others, judge Lyttelton, who flouriftied in the reign of 
Henry I V. He was the eldeft fon of fir Thomas Lyttel- 
ton, by a'filler of lord vifconnt Cobham, and was born 
at Hagley, which he found, when he came to his inhe- 
ritance, prepared by nature for the elyfium to which his 
delicate tafte converted it. 
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His birth is faid to have been premature, and, in con- 

fequence, he was with difficulty reared; but gradually- 
gaining a tolerable ftrength of conftitution, he was fent 
to Eton fchool, where He foon attrafted the notice of his 
mafters by the fuperior manner in which his exercifes 
were finiihed, and early difcovered a tafte for the beauties 
of poetical compofition; an almoft infallible index of 
a refined and elegant mind. At that feminary, he wrote 
his paftorals, and fome other pieces, which would have 
given him a confiderable rank in the train of the Mufes, 
independently of thofe advantages to which he was born, 
and w'hich fet off his natural endowments in the moll 
confpicuous light. 

Having removed to Chrift-church, in the univerfityof 
Oxford, he purfued his academic ftudies with un .fual 
avidity, and with a fuccefs correfpondent to his appli- 
cation. Nor was he fatisfied with the routine of ex- 
pected duty : his genius prompted him to court fame as 
a writer, and his “ Blenheim,” if it did not much en- 
hance his reputation as a poet among real judges, cer- 
tainly, from the popularity of the fubject and the great 
man who was the hero of it, rendered him better known, 
and the objeCt of more general admiration. On the 
banks of Ifis, too, he fketched his Periian Letters, one of 
the mod original of all his works, and which, for purity 
of language, and the knowledge of life and manners 
which it difplays, gained him a reputation not temporary, 
but permanent. It may be confidered as a claffical Eng- 
lifh production, and will always be read with improve- 
ment and delight. 

After a fhort flay at the univerfity, he commenced his 
travels. At Paris he became acquainted with the Britifh 
ambaffador, Mr. Pojmtz, who was fo ftruck with the 
Uncommon capacity of Lyttelton, that he warmly pa- 
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tronized him, and employed him in fome political nego- 
tiations, which he difpatched in fuch a manner as con- 
firmed the high opinion that had been formed of his 
talents and his addrefs. 

When Lyttelton fet out on his travels, he had formed 
a proper efti mate of the ufeful purpofes to which they 
might be applied, and he determined to reap all the be- 
nefit and 'improvement from them, which an extenfive 
intercourfe with mankind is capable of conferring. He 
did not poll through a country like a courier, nor did 
he indulge in the diffipation or frivolities of the people 
among whom he fojourned. On the contrary, he affo- 
ciated only with men of rank, in the political or literary 
world, from whom he enlarged the native ftores of his 
mind; or, by obfervation and inquiry, traced the advan- 
tages and defeats of public inftitutions, or the various 
inodes of private life. In order to connedt him, too, 
more Itrongly with the country which was ftill dearell 
to -him, and in which he had left fome valuable friends, 
he kept up a regular private correfpondence, and a poeti- 
cal, in two epiltlesto Dr. Ayfcough and Mr. Pope, which 
are not unworthy to be claffed even with Addifon’s ce- 
lebrated letter from Italy. 

Under the friendly and affedtionate aufpices of Mr. 
Poyntz, who feems to have loved him as a fon, he re- 
mained for fome time at Paris. At Turin, he was re- 
ceived in the moft condefcending and flattering manner 
by his Sardinian majefty. In the capital towns of Italy, 
particularly at Rome, he applied himfelf to the ftudy of 
the fine arts ; and fuch’was the corredtnefs and purity of 
his tafte,,that he was jufily efteemed an excellent judge 
of virtu, though fo young a man. 

His letters to his father, during his peregrination, 
which are Hill extant, evince his filial piety, and are mo- 
dels of dutiful affedtion. This trait of charadler fhould 
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not'be overlooked : it ftamps the amiable bias of his foul. 
He who is deficient in duty to his parents, may poffefs 
great, but can never be entitled to the praife of good qua- 
lities. He is not formed to relifh the mofl: folid fatis- 
fadtion, or to know the ecftacies of reciprocal endear- 
ment. He can neither be happy himfelf, nor commu- 
anicafe happinefs to others. 

Returning from his travels, fraught with the moft va- 
luable attainments, he obtained a feat for the borough of 
Okehampton, for which he ferved in feveral parliaments, 
and foon entered the lifts of oppofition againft Walpole. 
His abilities as a public fpeaker were very confiderable, 
and he was not averfe to difplay his talents; no impor- 
tant debate arofe in which he did not take a ftiare. As 
he had efpoufed what was called the patriotic party, 
though patriotifm certainly allows no party, he was 
fpeedily introduced to the favour of Frederick, prince of 
Wales; and, in 1737, became principal fecretary to his 
royal highnel's, in which capacity he ferved him with in- 
tegrity and zeal. 

But though Lyttelton was now confeffedly a politician, 
the irradiations of his genius could not be obicured by 
the denfe air in which he was enveloped. Indeed, he 
had now a freth caufe of inipiration. Mifs Lucy For- 
tefeue, a young lady of uncommon beauty and merit, had 
taught him to feel the tendered: pangs of love; and he 
breathed his attachment to her in fome of the moft deli- 
cate and elegant verfes that ever poet penned to his mif- 
trels. The amiability of his own difpofition infpired 
him with the fincereft regard for kindred qualities ; and, 
in 1742, he was united to the object of his fondeft affec- 
tion, and was happy enough to find in the wife, all that 
he had loved and admired in the miftrefs. No cold fug- 
geftions of intereft had joined them ; and their conjugal 
felicity knew no interruption till the moment it was 
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doled for ever; In four Ihort years, this faultlefs model 
of domeftic virtue was called to another world ; leaving 
a difconfolate hulband, with an infant Ion and daughter, 
the pledges of their mutual a tied: ion. The grief which 
Mr. Lyttelton felt on this occafion was equal to the lofs 
which he had fuftained. His beautiful monody to the 
memory of his lady will eternize her name and his own 
-conjugal affediion. It is one of the moft pathetic pieces 
in the Englith language. The infcription on her tomb 
in the church of Hagley, was alfo a tribute of his ardent 
.affedlion. It paints a woman of falhion as fhe ought to 
be. It delineates a charader, which to know is to ad- 
mire and love. Happy the wife who deferves it! happy, 
thrice happy the hulband, who can apply it to the part- 
ner of his Ufe! 

Made to engage all hearts, and charm all eyes 5 Though meek, magnanimous; tho’witry, wife; Polite, as all her life in courts had been ; Yet good, as Ihe the world had never feen ; The noble fire of an exalted mind. With gentieft female tendernefs combin’d t Her fpeech was the melodious voice of love, Her fong the warbling of the vernal grove; Her eloquence was fweeter than her fong, Soft as her heart, and as her reafon ftrong; Her form each beauty of her mind exprefs’d, jHer mind was Virtue by the Graces drefs’d. 
Two years before this lamented reparation, Mr. Lyt- 

telton had been appoiptedone of the lords of the treafury,; 
and, infpired with the flame of genius himfelf, he no 
foot:. pofTefTed the ability, than he became the patron 
of genius in others. Fielding, Thomfon, Mallet, Young, 
Hammond, Weft, and Pope, either tafted his bounty, or 
were honoured by his countenance. His generous re- 
gard to Thomfon did not die with the objedt of it. He 
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T^vlied his orphan tragedy of CoriolAnus for the benefit 
of the deceafed poet’s relations ; and wrote fuch an af- 
fecting prologue, that the celebrated Quin burft into 
tears as he recited it, while the audience melted' in fym- 
pathetic feeling with the adlor. 

But, though Lyttelton was now become a public man 
and a patron, he did not fuffer the avocations of bufinefs, 
or the increafe of worldly favour, to lure him from more; 
ferious concerns. In the fprightlinefs of juvenile confi- 
dence, in the vanity of conceit and affectation, he had 
been led away by doubts refpedting the authenticity of 
revelation; he felt the pangs of incertitude on fuch a 
momentous fubjedt; he diligently applied hinrfelf to 
fearch the Scriptures; and, in refult, their internal evi* 
dence to his honeft and unprejudiced mind afforded a lu* 
piinous conviction of their truth. 

Anxious to remove that veil from Others which had 
dimmed his own profpeCts, he publifhed, foon after the 
death of his lady, a feafon of melancholy and reflection, 
“ Obfervations on the Converfton and Apoulefhip of 
St.Paul.” The incidents attending this part of Scripture _ 
hiftory had appeared fo ftriking as to etfeCt his owh 
entire convetfion to the belief of Chriftianity; .and infi- 
delity itfelf has never been able to fabricate even a fpe- 
cious reply to this judicious and able defence of our holy 
religion. It had the happieft effect on the times in which 
it was produced ; and as often as it is read with feriouf- 
nefs and candour, it will either convince or confound the 
fceptic. 

Notwithftanding the violen<|e of Lyttelton’s grief for 
the lofs of his lady, he judged it expedient to enter again 
into the bands of marriage; and he fixed on a daughter 
of fir Robert Rich. In the heart that has once loved 
tenderly and truly, perhaps the enthufiafm of affeCtion 
can never be a fecond time renewed ^ and wedlock, even 
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•when con traced under the happieft omens, is fo mneh 
influenced by minute circumitances, by temper, habit, 
and a congenial or contradictory difpofition, that we need 
not wonder if his fecond union did not produce all the 

- felicity which he had once tailed, or which he fondly 
hoped to enjoy. 

In 1751 his father died, when he fucceeded to the 
baronetage and the family eiiate at Hagley. The latter 
he did not augment, but was careful to adorn ; and by 
the embellifhments of delign, fuperadded to the beauties 
cf art, made his domain one of the molt delightful ipots 
in the kingdom. 

By a diligent difcharge of his parliamentary duty, and 
powers of eloquence which commanded attention, he 
gradually rofe to fpme of the higheft offices of the Hate. 
When violent clamours were railed againft the bill which 
had been paffed for the naturalization of the Jews, Lyt- 
telton made a fpeech in favour of its repeal, which for 
elegance and fpirit, propriety of fentiment, and found- 
nefs of principle, may be thought a rival to the pureft 
models of antiquity, and certainly equals any thing that 
^nodcrn times have produced. 

After reprobating the arguments which had been urged 
egainft the exifting bill, he conlidered it's probable effects 
in the prefent temper of the nation, ably difcriminated 
between fteadinefs in eflentials, and a compliance with 
harmlefs, though, perhaps, miftaken opinions, and gave 
unanlwerable reafons for the Ample repeal of the a£t; 
beyond which he thought all conceffion to popular cla- 
mour would be weak and dangerous in the extreme. 
“ Itwould open,M laid the animated orator, “ a door to 
the wildeft enthufiafm, and the moft mifchievous attacks 
of political difaffedion working on that enthufiafm. If 
you encourage and authorize it to fall on the fynagogue, 
it will go from thence to the tneeting-houfes, and in the 
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end to the palace. The more zealous we are to fupport 
Chriftianity, the more vigilant fhould we be in main- 
taining toleration. If we bring back perfecution, we 
bring back the anti-chriftian fpirit-of popery ; and when 
the fpirit is here, the whole fyftem will foon follow. 
Toleration is the bails of all public quiet. It is a cba- 
rafter of freedom given to the mind, more valuable, I 
think, than that w'hich fecures our perfons and eftates. 
Indeed, they are infeparably connedted together; for 
where the mind is not free, where the confeience ^s en- 
thralled, there is no freedom.”. 

Such diftinguiihed abilities, accompanied by the beii 
virtues of the heart, it might have been fuppofed, would 
have perpetuated the political influence of Lyttelton"; but 
the fadt feems to be, literature engrofled moft of his at- 
tention, and he was more anxious to difcover moral truth 
than to guard againft political intrigue. At intervals he 
favoured the world with his celebrated “ Dialogues of 
the Dead,” and his elaborate “ Hiftory of Henry II.” 
dividing his time between the duties of his public func- 
tions, the purfuits of elegant literature, and the fociety of 
the learned and the great; till a change of minittry taking 
place, in 1757, he was raifed to a peerage, and retired 
from the agitations of Hate affairs. From that period, 
lord Lyttelton was only known as a ftatefman by occa- 
fional fpeeches in his parliamentary capacity: he lived 
chiefly at his' beautiful feat of Hagley, endeared to his 
neighbours and to mankind by the exercife of every hu- 
mane quality, and the pradfice of every virtue. 

Lord Lyttelton had never an athletic appearance; his 
frame was {lender and uncompadfed, and his face was 
meagre and pale. Yet he reached the fixty-fourth year 
of his age, exempt from much corporeal infirmity, when 
he was feized with his laft illnefs, and refigned his breath 
with the hope and confidence of immortality. A little 
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before Ins death, when all hopes of life were extin- 
guithed, he thus addrefled himfelf to his phylician. 
“ IJoftor,” faid he, “ you fhall be my confeffor. When 
I firfl lit out in the world, I had friends who endea- 
voured to fhake my belief in the Chriftian religion. I 
few difficulties which ftnggered me; but 1 kept my mind 
®pen to conviction. The evidences and doctrines of 
Chriitianity, itudied with attention, made me a moft 
firm and perfuaded believer of its truth. I have made it 
the rule of my life, and it is now the ground of my 
hopes. In politics and public life, I have made the pub- 
lic good the rule of my condudt; I never gave counfels 
which I did not think the beft at the time. I have feen 

-that I was fometimes in the wrong; but I did not err de- 
fignedly. I have endeavoured, in private life, to do all 
the good in my power; and netrer for a moment could 

-indulge malicious or unjuft daligns upon tuiy pcrfon 
whatsoever.” 

When the laft mutual ftruggle approached, he gave 
lord and lady Valentia, his daughter, who came to fee 
him, his folemn benediction; adding, “ Be good, be vir- 
tuous, my lord: you mult come to this.” In fine, his 
dying moments were the beft comment on a well-fpent 
life: they evinced unaffected magnanimity, pious refig- 
nation, and Chriftian hope. To the laft, his underftand- 
ing was unimpaired; his doling hour exhibited the 
brighteft pattern of the Chriftian’s triumph over death. 
Whoever copies this virtuous and amiable example, may 
bis exit be the feme ! 
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XLV. ROBERT CLIVE, 
LORO CLIVE, OF PLASSEV, 

Born 1725.—Died 1774. 
From J itb of George I. to \\th George III. 

When the love of glory Itimulates to enterprize, 
when ambition afpires to honourable diftinftion, and ju- 
venile ardour prompts to reap laurels, wealth, or fame, ■ 
in dillant climes; the fubfequent notices of a man who 
felt all thofe paffions in their progrefs and gratification, 
will ferve as an additional ftimulus or antidote, as an 
example or a warning to youth. 

Far be it from us to reprefs the generous panting for- 
celebrity in honourablg purfuits; but if happinefs be the 
prize propofed, it is neither confined to place norftation*. 
It may foothe the breaft of the peafant, in his thatched 
cottage; it may fhun the grafp of the moll fuccetsful 
adventurer, in the captivating regions of fortune and of- 
fame. 

Robert Clive, to whom the immortal Chatham gave 
the epithet of “ a heaven-born general,” was the fon of 
a gentleman of ancient family, but moderate eflate, re- 
fident at Styche, near Market Drayton, in Salop. At a 
very early period he was fent to a private fchool, >at 
Loftock, in Chethire, under the tuition of Dr. Eaton, 
who predicted the future greatnefs of the man, from the 
fuperior courage and refources of the boy. “ Tf this 
lad,” he ufed to fay, “ lives to arrive at maturity, and 
has a proper opportunity of difplaying his talents, few 
names will be greater than his.” Th : prognostication 
of the matter was verified, and his iagacity confirmed 
hy the event. Under, this preceptor he continued only^ 

& 5 
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till his eleventh year, when he was removed to a fchool 
at Market Drayton. The church of that place ftands on 
a high hill; and from nearly the top of its lofty fleeple 
an old ftone fpout proje&s, in the form of a dragon’s 
head: on this young Clive was one day found feated, to 
the terror and aftonifhment of his matter and fchool- 
fellows. Even at that early age, he wiflied to fignalize 
himfelf by hazardous exploits; and gave fufficient indi- 
cations of the direction of his genius. From Market 
Drayton, his father again removed him to merchant- 
taylors’ fchool in London ; and from this refpedtable 
feminary to one at Hemelhempftead, in Hertfordthire. 
What could induce his father to be fo very fickle in the 
choice of fchools, it is impoffible to fay ; but, as might 
naturally be expedted, his fon was more indebted to his 
natural capacity, than to any learning which he could 
acquire under fuch a defultory plan of education. The 
policy of often removing a boy-from one feminary to 
another, without forcible reafons, is very queltionable; 
his proficiency will generally be in the inverfe ratio of 
this frequency. It may, however, be imagined,. that a 
boy of Clive’s daring difpofition was not the moft de- 
Jirable for a fcholar; and accordingly he gained more 
credit from his mafters for his intrepidity, which they did 
not admire, than for the qualities that were fuited to his 
age and fituation. 

if his father, however, was culpable in not training 
fuch a youth at a public fchool, where his aflbciates 
would have done more to reclaim his eccentricities, than 
the authority of a matter, he certainly deferves great 
praife for fixing his future deftination. A fpirit, fo active 
and undaunted, had only to be launched on the world to 
make its way in it. Having procured the appointment 
of writer, :n the fervice cf the Kalt-India Company, 
joung Clive embarked for that country, and arrived 
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Madras, in the nineteenth year of his rfge. Of the 
numerous adventurers, who go in queft of fame or for- 
tune to that quarter of the globe, many either fall martyrs 
to the climate, or return without the independence for 
which they ligh ; yet a few fplendid inftanccs of fuccefs 
ftill ftimulate adventure, and each frelh comer hopes to 
draw one of the capital prizes in the lottery of life. 
The fafcinating illufions, conjured up by youthful fancy, 
invite purfuit to the ends of the earth, and ftill dance 
before the enraptured eye, and ftill than the grafp. 

The bufinefs of a writer was as difagreeable to Clive, 
as the reftraint of a fchool ; and it was not long before 
he unluckily involved himfelf with his fuperiors. Ou 
one occafton he had in'fulted the fecretary; and, the 
bufinefs being reported to the governor, he was defired to 
afk pardon. This forced lubmiffion he made in terms of 
indignant contempt; but the fecrctary, willing to admit 
it, invited the young gentleman to dinner: “ No, fir,’* 
replied Clive, “ the governor did not command me to 
dine with you.” 

Two years after he had been in the Indies, Madras 
furrendered to the French, and the officers of the com- 
pany, civil and military, became prifoners on their pa- 
role. The capitulation being violated, the Englifti con- 
ceived themfelves releafed from their engagements, and 
made their efcape as opportunity ferved. The ingenious 
refources of Clive enabled him to reach St. David’s, a 
fortrefs about twenty-one miles fouth of Madras. 

At this place, being engaged at cards, two enfigns of 
the party were dete&ed in cheating. The Ibfers at firffi 
refufed to pay, but were all intimidated by their military 
companions, except Clive, who accepted a challenge 
from the boldeft champion of gaming depredation; and 
fired the firft piftol without effe<a. HisNintagxmift, a dip- 
grace to the honourable name of officer, quitting his 



LORD CLIVE. 372 
ftation, prefented his piftol at Clive’s head, and infilled 
on his a Iking his life. With this he reluftantly com- 
plied; but, when he was further required to recant the 
expreffions which he had ufed, he peremptorily refufed; 
and when menaced with inftant deftrudtion, dared his 
opponent to fire, repeating, “ I faid you cheated, I fay 
fo ftill, and! will never pay you.” This firmnefsdaunted 
the gambling hero, he threw aw’ay his piftol, and called 
him a madman. When Clive was complimented on his 
refolution in this difagreeable affair, with a genuine fpirit 
of honour, he replied ; “ The man has given me my 
life, and I have no right in future to mention his be- 
haviour at the card-table; but I will neither pay him, 
nor keep him company.” 

Civil engagements being interrupted by the flames of 
war, in 1747 Clive obtained an enfigncy ; and, at the 
liege of Pondicherry, Ihowed that he was now in his 
proper fphere, The young officer difplayed the utmoft 
gallantry in defence of the advanced trench, and received 
one fhot through his hat, and another through his coat, ■while fome of his companions were falling; without ever 
flinching from his poll, or indicating the llighteft fymp- 
toms of alarm, 

On his return to St. David’s, after the fiege was raifed, 
he had an affair of honour with an officer, who had un- 
juftly reflefted on his chara&er, in an inflance for which 
he deferved tjie highefl praife. His refolute temper again 
brought him off with credit; and his defamer, to avoid 
the infamy to^ which he had expofed bimfelf by his illi- 
berality and his cowardice, was obliged to refign his 
eommiffion. 

To enter into a detail of India polities, and the mili- 
tary operatioi>sr which took place in confequence of them 
between the rival nations of England and Trance, who 
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efpoufcd the different interefts of the native powers, 
would carry us into too wide a field. Clive was daily 
riling in glory; and at the reduction of Devi Cotah, 
under major Lawrence, his courage {hone with fuperior 
luftre. Though then only poffeffing the rank of lieu- 
tenant, he folicited the command of the forlorn hope, 
which, with fome hffitation, was granted him. A prac- 
ticable breach was fuppofed to be made, and Clive, with 
thirty-four Britilh foldiers, and feven hundred fepoys, 
attempted to Itorm the place. The fepoys were foon in- 
timidated, and halted ; but the Britifh advancing, fell 
into an ambufeade, and twenty-fix of them were killed. 
Clive had the good fortune to efcape a ftroke that was 
aimed at him by a horfeman in palling; and, with three 
others, providentially rejoined the fepoys. The com- 
mander, obferving the difafter, ordered alii the Europeans 
to advance. Clive advanced in the firft divifion, and was 
again attacked by the enemy’s horfe ; but the bravery of 
the Englilh at length prevailed, and the garrifon, inti- 
midated at the fury of the affailants, abandoned the 
town; when the rajah made overtures of peace, which 
were accepted on terms highly favourable to the Com- 
pany. 

The war being at laft terminated, Clive, who Hill pant- 
ed for frelh laurels,' was obliged to refume his civil ap- 
pointment ; but with the office of commiffary to the Bri- 
tilh troops, procured him by the friendlhip of major 
Lawrence. He had not, however, been long fettled at 
Madras, before he was feized with a fever of the nervous 
kind, which had a baneful effedt on his eonftitution and 
fpirits, and from the effedls of which he never feems to 
have perfedt'y recovered. Unlefs when roufed by adtive 
exertions, from this period he feems to have been fubjedfc 
to temporary dejedtions of mind, which poifoned the en- 
joyment of life, and made him prefer the molt hazardous 
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enterprizes, for which his orenius was adapted, to the 
tranquil fcenes of peace of retirement. 

The French, though fruftrated in their immediate 
views, employed the interval of peace in fomenting new 
difturbances, and ftrengthening their connection with the 
Country powers. They gradually formed fuch projects of 
aggrandizement as reducecHhe Englifh to the utmoft per- 
plexity and danger; and Clive,-once more refumed his 
military character, with the rank of captain. At the 
head of two hundred and ten Europeans, and five hun- 
dred Sepoys, he entered the province of Arcot with fuch 
promptitude and fecrecy, that he had taken its capital 
before the enemy were apprized of his motions. The 
inhabitants expeCted to be plundered, and offered a libe- 
ral ranfom; but Clive difplayed the generofity of a Bri- 
tifh conqueror, in relieving them from apprehenfion re- 
fpeCting either their perfons or their property; and only 
required that, they fhould furnifh him with provifions, 
for which they were punctually paid. This honeft po- 
licy conciliated the affeCtions of the natives in an extra- 
ordinary degree; and Clive felt the good effeCts of his 
moderation on fome important occafions, which foon af- 
ter prefented themfelves. 

In almoft every fubfequent aCtion of confequence, cap- 
tain Clive bore away frefh laurels : the prodigies of va- 
lour, which he performed, are recorded in the annals of 
hiflory'; and, after a feries of important fervices, he re- 
turned to England, when the Eaft-India Company treated 
him' with flattering diftinCtion, and voted him a prefent 
of an elegant diamond-hiked fword; which, with the 
moft honourable feeling of friendfhip, he declined accept- 
ing till they paid colonel Lawrence, under whole aulpices 
he had nien, the fame compliment. 

Returning to India, with the rank of lieutenant-colo- | 
nel in the royal fejvice, and the appointment of govcr- 
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aor of St. David’s, with the right of fucceffion to that oS 
Madras, he employed the interval of peace between the 
French and the Englifli, in attacking Geriah, the almoft 
impregnable capital of the pirate Angria’s dominions, 
who had committed galling depredations on the trade of 
the Englifti in thofe feas. By the affiftance of the fleet, 
he fucceeded in this dangerous enterprife; an immenfe 
quantity of ftores and effefts fell into his hands, withthe 
wife, children, and mother of Angria, to whom he ex- 
tended the moft generous proteftion. 

War again being declared againft the French, whofe 
turbulence and inlidious politics no treaties could reftrain, 
Clive, who had now the principal command of the forces 
in India, by an unbroken feries of triumphs, humbled 
their arrogance, and reduced their partisans todefpa' ,*. 
At the battle of Plafley, againft the fubah of the Decan, 
with only a handful of men, oppofed to a formidable 
army, he obtained a complete victory; one of the moft 
fhining indeed in the annals of Oriental warfare. In a 
word, as a fenfible writer obferves, “ whoever contem- 
plates the forlorn (ituation of the Englifh Eaft-India Com- 
pany, when Clive firft arrived at Calcutta, in 1756, and 
confiders the degree of opulence and power they pofiefled 
when he finally left that place in 1767, will be con- 
vinced that the hiftory of the world has rarely afforded 
an inftance of fo rapid and improbable a change.” 

As fome honourable acknowledgment for his import- 
ant fervices, he was raifed to the dignity of an Irifh peer, 
by the title of lord Clive, baron of Plaffey, and made a 
knight of the b;*h. But the favour of his fovereign and 
of the India company, with his own fignah exploits, 
could not fcreen him from thofe attacks to which even 
purer virtue is frequently obliged to fubmit. The fuf- 
picions, real or pretended, that had long lain dormant, 
broke out in the houi'e of commons in 1773, when,* mo* 
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tion was made to refolve, “ that in the acquifition of hi» 
wealth, lord Clive had abufed the powers with which her 
had been entrufted.” This ftroke was aimed both at hi* 
fortune and his fame. He repelled the allegations with 
the fpirit of a man who knew he had del'erved better of 
his country, and defcanted on the cruelty of fuffering a 
charge to hang over his head for fixteen years before it 
was brought to iffue; concluding, “ that if the motion 
fliould pal's, he might be made poor, but he could ftill 
be happy.” The houfe, however, fo far from acceding 
to the terms of the propofed motion, refolved, “ that 
lord Clive had rendered great and meritorious fervices to 
his country.” 

Lord Clive was certainly one of the moft original mi- 
lUary geniufes that modern times have produced. He 
owed nothing to others, but all to himfelf. Prompt and 
vigorous in execution, fecret and fagacious in planning, 
his energies were like lightning; they were felt before 
they were perceived. If he amalfed a large fortune, he 
employed it in adb of munificence, which could have 
done no dilcredit to the liberality of a prince. To the 
invalid fervants of the EalMndia Company, he made, at 
onetime, a prefent of 70,0001.pnor were his private 
charities lefs commendable, or lefs difcriminating. And 
fhould envy ftill tax his opulence, or malice condemn it, 
let it be known, that others enjoyed it more than him- 
felf. In confequence of that fevere illnefs, with which 
he had been attacked many years before, and a long ex- 
pofure to the fatigues of his ftation, in a climate which*' 
of itfelf, is .ufficient to deftroy the vigour of health, he 
was unhappy unlefs when bufily engaged, and often 
difcovered anxieties of min 1, from which no lenitives of 
friendfliip, no medicines could relieve him. Surrounded 
with fplendor, it did not often elevate him to joy, unlefs 
among his intimate friends, by whom he was fincerely 
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beloved. In every domeftic relation, indeed, he was not 
only blamelei's but praife-worthy ; and his fecial virtues 
commanded as much applaufe, as his heroifm had gain- 
ed admiration. Why did not felicity as well as fortune 
fhine upon him ? Why did not the retrofpedt of a life, 
ufeful to his country, footh him in the fliade of tranquil- 
lity? Why did not religion arm him with refolution, to 
endure what Providence was pleafed to lay upon him ? 
The ways of Heaven are dark and intricate. Some poffefs 
a tafte for enjoyment, but want the means; while we 
fee others, as if it were intended to reprefs our murmurs 
at the difpenfations of Providence, gradually lofe relifh 
for life, when every gratification is within their reach, 
and invites them to partake it 1 

XLVI. WILLIAM PITT, 
EARL OF CHATHAM. 

Born 1707.—-Died 1778. 
From bfA jfnne to \%th Geo. III. 

I DID not intend to make a public declaration of the 
refpedl I bear lord Chatham; but I am called upon to 
deliver my opinion, and even the pen of Jhnios fttall 
contribute to reward him. Recorded honours (hall ga- 
ther round his monument, and thicken over him. It is 
a folid fabric, and will fupport the laurels that adorn it. 
I am not converfant in the language of panegyric.—* 
Thefe praifes are extorted from me; but they will wear 
well, as they have been dearly earned.” 

Such was the elegant eulogy paid by the celebrated 
Junius to the earl of Chatham, before the curtain had 
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dropped on the ftatefman’s labours, and his part in th* 
drama was completed. But firmnefs and conliftency 
were charadteriftic of William Pitt; and from his pre- 
ceding life, the able and penetrating writer whom we 
have quoted, might well predid; that the clofe would be 
in unifon with it. 

William Pitt, who filled fuch a wide and honourable 
fpace in the public eye, whofe glories are ftill frefh in the 
memory of his countrymen and of Europe, and whofe 
well-earned fame' will be commenfurate with time itfelf, 
was the fon of Robert Pitt, efq. of Boconnock, in Corn- 
wall. This family was, originally, of Dorletfhire, where 
it had long been refpedtably eftablifhed; but no ancef- 
tors could refled additional luftre on a man so truly 
sreat. 

Eton, which has produced fo many illuftrious names, 
had the honour of his claflical inftitution. Thence he 
was removed to Trinity college, Oxford, which may well 
be proud of fuch an eleve: 

i    Nor thou refufe This humble prefent of no partial mufe, From that calm bower which nurs’d thy thoughtful youth In the pure precepts of Athenian truth ; Where firft the form of Britiflx Liberty Beam’d in full radiance on thy mufing eye. Wartow. 
*' Mr. Pitt has left fome teftimonies of his homage to 
the Mufes; and, that he polTefled a poetic imagination, 
the fervid pathos and imagery of his eloquence will place 
beyond a doubt. General literature, however, abforbed 
his principal attention; and, by a Angular relation of 
caufes and effeds, what feemed the greateft misfortune 
©£ his life, very probably led to its moft exalted fplendor. 
Scarcely had he reached the fixteenth year of his age, 
♦.Vheti he became a martyr to an hereditary gout, A de- 
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Micacy of conftitution, and tlie reftraints which it iin- 
[pofes, are generally propitious to fturiy and refleftion. ■Pitt had neither tafte, nor ftrength, of frame, to engage 
deep in diffipation; and his genius foared above the vul- 
gar allurements of vicious pleafure. He devoted the 
leifure and confinement of indifpofition to the acquire- 
ment of a vaft fund of premature and ufeful knowledge, 
which in due time he brought forward, at once to aftonifh 
and confound. 

After receiving a liberal education, he procured a cor-* 
netcy of horfe; but the fenate, not the camp, was the 
feene where he was beft qualified to fhine. His friends, 
among whom, Sarah, duchefs of Marlborough, was the 
moft zealous, forming a due eftimate of his talents, ac- 
cordingly brought him into parliament for the borough 
of Old Sarum, in 1735 ; and on this fplendid theatre he 
early diftinguifhed himfelf in the ranks of oppofition. 
Popularity, indeed, is too commonly the firft objeft of 
public men; and place and profit are the natural con- 
fequence. 

The minifter, fir Robert Walpole, was alarmed and 
thunderftruck at the very found of his voice and the 
lightning of his eye; but when he witneffed the impetu- 
ous torrent of his eloquence, he is faid to have told his 
friends that, he fhould be glad, at any rate, “ to muzzle 
that terrible comet of horfe.” Pitt, however, had chofe* 
hiyfide, and knew his powers : enamoured of virtue and 
public fpirit, no military profpedfcs, nor tninifterial ho- 
nours,- could divert him from the caufe which he deemed 
honourable; and, when he loft his commiffion in con- 
fequence of his fpirited behaviour in parliament, Lyttel- 
ton paid him the following elegant compliment, which, 
at the fame time, conveys a bitter ironical farcafra on the 
premier: 
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Long had thy virtue mark’d thee out far fame> Far, far fuperior to a cornet’s name ; Thisgen’rous Walpole faw, and griev’d to find So mean a poll difgrace that noble mind; The fervile ftandard from thy free-born hand He took, and bade thee lead the patriot band. 

To particularize every inftance of the nervous, tlaz' j 
zling eloquence of Pitt, even during his noviciate, would 1 
be to write the parliamentary hiftory of feveral years. In- S 
the debate on the bill for regiftering feamen, which Mr. 1 
Pitt reprefented as arbitrary and unjuft,'Mr. Horatio | 
Walpole having farcaftically remarked on his youth ; 
and animated gefture, met with a'cutting retort, which 
we are forry we cannot tranfcribe at length, as a fpeci- 
men of that glowing and impaffioned language which 
was chara&eriftiq of the fpeaker. “ I will not under- 
take,” fa id he, “ to determine, whether youth can juftly 
be imputed to any man as a reproach ; but I will affirm,, 
that the wretch, who, after having feen the confequence 
of repeated errors, continues ftill to blunder, and whole 
age has only added obftinaey to ftupidity, is, iurely, the 
obje<St either of abhorrence or contempt, and delerves 
not that his grey hairs fhould fecure him from infult. 
Moch more is he to be abhorred, who, as he hap ad- 
vanced in age, has receded from virtue, and becomes 
'morewicked with lefs temptation; who proftitutes him- 
felf for money which he cannot enjoy, and fpends the 
remains of his life in the ruin of his country.” 

Frederick, prince of Wales, who had long been the 
rallying point of oppolition, and who, confidently with 
bis noble fentiments, took men of genius, talents, and 
bonefty under his protection, appointed Mr. Pitt u groom 
of the bed-chamber, which office he held till 1745; and, 
for his firm adherence to the patriotic fide, he experienced 
about the fame time an exalted proof, though not the 
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•niy one, of the eftiraation in which he was holden by 
the public. The duchefs of Marlborough, who to a 
mafculine underftanding united ■. zeal to be diftinguifhed 
as a politician, having, from his firft entrance into life, 
fupported Mr. Pitt by her patronage, now left him a very 
honourable teftimony of her regard, in a legacy of 
10,0001; exprefsly, as (be declared, “ for defending the 
laws of his country, and warding off its ruin.” 

But abilities, fuch as his, -could not always remain in 
ufelefs oppofition. He was formed to exalt the honour 
of his country, and to direft its councils; and when its 
affairs were conducted in a manner which enabled him to 
participate in its adminiftration without any derdidtion 
of principle, in 1746, he accepted the office of joint-trea- 
.furer of Ireland; and the fame year became treafurer and 
pay-mafter of the army, and was (worn a privy-coun- 
cillor. But, though now engaged to the court by intereft, 
he did not facrifice the independence of his vote to any 
partial views. He knew the unpopularity attached to 
continental connexions, his better fenfe faw their deffruc- 
>tive tendency, his patriotifm <led him tCAoppofe them; 
and, in conference, he made a temporary resignation of 
all his places. 

It was not long, however, that he remained unemployed. 
In December, 17 56, he was appointed fecretary of (late 
for the fouthern department, with unbounded public ap- 
.plaufe ; but in a (hort time he difcerned that he could 
not be acceptable to his fovereign, without deferting the 
interefts of the people; and to a man, who placed his 
glory in patriotic, upright conduX, the alternative was 
eafily decided. The love and confidence of the nation 
had cpntributed to make him what he was : he fore'aw 
.that they might be alienated by indifference^ hey .might 
be Ion by prefurapt on ; but fo well was he fixed in the 
.public opinion, that while he ftuditd by honourable 

means 
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means to retain it, he knew it would accompany him. 
In a fhort time after his refignation, his hopes were real- 
ized ; the voice of the people was fo loudly expreffed in 
his favour, and their affection feemed fo ftrongly rivetted 
to his intereft, that it was deemed politic to recal him to j 
the cabinet, with a large acceffion of power. In June, * 
1757, he was again appointed fecretary of (late, with the j 
full aurhority of prime minitler. His colleagues were 
either men- of his own principles, or wholly fubfervient 

. to his more enlarged views. The preceding miniftry had i 
been both unfortunate and unpopular. The war, in 1 
which the nation had been engaged, was carried on with- 4 
out fpirit and without fuccefs. But no fooner was Mr. 
Pitt placed at the helm, than his a drive genius pervaded 
every department of the (late; his fpirit animated a 
whole nation. His plans were conceived with ability, 
and executed with a vigour and promptitude that al- 
tonilhed Both friends and enemies. The whole fortune 
of the war was changed, and vidfory attended the arms 
of Britain, wherever her military operations were dire di- 
ed. Europe, Ada, America, felt and acknowledged the 
influence of this able minifter. The French were defeated 
in every quarter of the globe; their navy, their com- 
merce, and their finances, in the fpace of a very few 
years, were brought to the verge of ruin. “ Mean- 
while,’,• to adopt the words of an elegant writer, “ the 
glory of Mr. Pitt advanced like a regular fabric. Gra- 
dual it its commencement, it, however, difcovered to the 
difcerning eye a grandeur of defign, and promifed the 
moft magnificent effects. By degrees it difclofed beauty, 
utility, and majefty; it outilretched the eye of the fpec- 
tator, and hid its head among the clouds.” 

Amidft the brilliant career of fuccefs which might 
fairly be afcribed, under Providence, to the virtuous 
energies of -dne man, his majefty, George II. departed 
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tliis life. Alpout this period the French had fucceeded 
in obtaining the co-operation of Spain by fecret manoeu- 
vres; which, however, did not elude the vigilance or 
efcape the penetration of Pitt. He had procured private, 
though certain, intelligence of the Bourbon compaft ; 
and with his ufual vigour of decifion, was for llriking 
the firft blow againft Spain. He propofed in council, 
that war Ihould be immediately declared againlt that 
power, and orders inftantly fent to capture her veffels; 
urging with the utmoft energy, the impolicy of fuff'ering 
her to put herfelf in a pofture of defence, and to fecure her 
treafure before fhe threw off'the mafk. Other fentiments 
now influenced the cabinet than when Mr. Pitt began his 
career. He found the members difpoled to temporize, 
and to paufe, before they created ^ new enemy. “ I 
will not give them leave to think,” replied the indignant 
minifter; “ this is the time, let us cfufh the whole houfe 
of Bourbon. But if the members of this beard are of a 
different opinion, this is the laft time I fhall ever mix in 
its councils. I was called into the miniftry by the voice 
of the people, and to them I hold myfelf refponiible. I 
amto thank the miniflry of the late king for their fupport; 
I have ferved my country with fidelity and fbme fuccefs.; 
but I will not be anfwerable for the condudl of the war, 
any longer than I retain the direction of it.” 

Cramped in his energies by the growing influence of 
the earl of Bute, perhaps too proud to brook controul, 
certainly too honeft to change his principles, and dif- 
daining to be only the nominal head of a cabinet over 
which he had prefided with honour to himfelf and ad- 
vantage to his.country, he refigned his places ; and a few 
months more juftified the wifdom of the meafure which 
he had recommended, when it was too late to retrieve the 
error that had occalioned its rejection. 

Whether with a defign to leffen his popularity, or in- 
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tended as a tefiimony of gratitude for his emihent and 
meritorious fervices, he was offered and he accepted a 
penfion for three lives, and the title of a baronei's for his 
lady. 

The fallen min der is frequently infulted, and at befl: 
foon forgotten; but William Pitt carried the confidence 
and refpcdl of the nation with him into his retirement, 
and received very flattering teftimonies of approbation 
from the moft refpedlable individuals and communities. 
The impetus which he had given to the machine of date 
was feh for fome time after he had withdrawn from its 
direction ; and the illuflrious commanders, who had 
rifen under his aufpices, did not fuff'er the national glory 
to fink. New victories were gained, and in the profpe- 
rity of the empire the people confoled themfelves for the 
lofs of a favourite minider. 

At lad the preliminaries of peace were fubmitted to 
parliament, and Mr. Pitt, though labouring under a fe- 
vere fit of the gout, attended the houfe, and fpoke for 
three hours on the debate ; giving the moft unanswerable 
reafons for his oppofition to the terms of the treaty, as 
being inadequate to our conqueds, and the expenditure 
of public money which they had cod. The love of 
peace is natural to man : he fighs for it amidd the moft 
fuccefsful war : the definitive treaty was therefore rati- 
fied, but the miniftry who had concluded it, felt thera- 
felves unable to maintain their ground in the public 
opinion, and a fpirit of oppofition began to drew itfelf 
againft the general meafures of government, which has 
ever fiwce continued to diftradt the public mind, and 
is felt in its tendencies and effects to this very day. Mr. 
Pitt, however, obfcrved a dignified moderation. His op- 
pofition was neither petulant nor undifcriminating, and 
he appeared on the ftage only when occafions prelented 
themielves worthy of his powers. When the important 
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-qtieftion of general warrants was difcuffed, his love of ra- 
tional liberty broke forth in (trains to which a Tally or a 
Demofthenes would have liftenecl with eager fatisfac- 
tion. He declared them repugnant to every principle of 
freedom. Were they tolerated, the molt innocent could 
not be lecure, “ By the Britifh confiitution,” continued 
he, “ every man’s honfe is his caftle : Hot that it is fur- 
rounded by walls and battlements ;—it may be a ftraw- 
built (heu ;—every wind of heaven may whittle round it; 
—all the elements of heaven may enter it J—but the king 
cannot—the king dare not,” 

When thofe impolitic meafures had been propofed, 
which unfortunately terminated fn the reparation of Ame- 
rica, Mr. Pitt ftrenuoufly oppofed them in the fenate, and 
exerted his wonderful powers to heal the wound that had 
been given, by promoting the repeal of the ftamp-adfc. 
This was carried ; and a new miniftry having been form- 
ed, Mr. Pitt was made lord privy feal, and created earl of 
Chatham. A fhort time before, lir William Pynfent, of 
Burton Pynfent, in Somerfetfhire, a man of .confiderabla 
property, rvithont any very near relatives, made Mr. Pitt 
his heir. To this he was a&uatcd folely by an enthufi- 
Aftic admiration of Mr, Pitt’s public character ; and We 
need adduce no Wronger proof of the Angular eftimation 
m which he was holden, than that he received greater re- 
munerations for his ferviccs from private zeal, than from 
the emoluments of public office. 

Whatever acceffion of honour a peerage gave him, the 
great commoner, as he ufed emphatically to be called, 
was now obfcured in dividing his honours with others. 
In the houfe of commons he llood unrivalled and alone; 
but in the houfe of peers he had lei's opportunity for 
Exerting his talents, and he loft, at leaft for a time, in po- 
pularity, what he gained in rank. In two years he re- 
ft go ed the office of lord privy feal; and. being now fixty 
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years of age, and debilitated by frequent attacks of the 
gout, be courted retirement, and abandoned all ambition 
of ever more taking an active part in adminiftration. 

Neverthelefs, when the commotions broke out in Ame- 
rica, he gave a decided oppofition to the fatal meafures 
which the miniftry were purfuing; but when he found 
them lulled in fecurity or infatuated by folly to perfevere, 
till repeated defeats and difgraces at laft opened their 
eyes; when he faw France interfere in theconteft, and 
the independence of America about to be recognifed, by 
the weak and deluded adminiftration that had hitherto 
contended for unconditional fubmiffion; he fummoned up 
all the energy of his foul, and poured forth his eloquence 
againft a meafure fo inglorious, and fo fraught with ruin 
in its confequences, to his country and to mankind. 

The duke of Richmond replied, and combated his ar- 
guments. The mind of Chatham feemed labouring with 
a defire to give vent to the further dictates of his foul on 
this momentous fubjed. Fie attempted to rife as his 
grace fat down, but his emotions proved too ftrong for 
his debilitated frame. He fuddenly prelfed liis hand on 
his ftomach, and fell into convullions. The houfe was 
ele&rified by this melancholy circumftance, and every one 
anxioufiy ftrove to procure relief. But the 'fcene of mor- 
tal exiftence was about to clofe for ever. This was the 
laft public effort of the immortal minifter, fenator, and 
patriot, William Pitt; and he might be laid to breathe his 
laft in the fervice of his country. He died in about a 
month after; and the enthufiaitic refped which was paid 
to his memory, (hewed how defervedly dear he was to 
the public, and how fenfible every true-born Briton was 
of his lofs. A public funeral was voted him by the le- 
giflature, and a monument in Weftminfter abbey, with 
a liberal penfion to his heirs, to whom the title Ihould 
defcend. 
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' All ranks were zealous to teftify their fincere regret and 

-lidmiration, and he is ftill univerfally allowed to have 
been as profound a politician, as able a fenator, and as 
upright a minifter, as this country ever produced. 

Sagacity, promptitude, and energy, were the predomi- 
nating traits of lord Chatham’s character. His ruling 
paffion was an ambitious love of glory, but it was of an 
honourable and virtuous kind; he pradtifed no meannefs 
to obtain it, and his private life was unfullied by any 
vice. He was confcious of his virtues and talents, and 
therefore appeared impatient of contradidtion in public 
affairs ; but in fociety he could unbend to all companies, 
and poflefTed fuch a fund of intelligence and verl’atility 
of wit, that he could adapt himfelf to all circumftances 
and occafions. 

In the higher parts of oratory he had no competitor, 
and flood alone the rival of antiquity. His eloquence 
was of every kind, and he excelled in the argumentative 
as well as the declamatory fpecies. But his invedlives 
were terrible, and uttered with fuch energy of didtion, 
and fuch dignity of adtion and countenance, that he in- 
timidated thofe who were the moil willing and the beft 
able to encounter him. Their arms fell from their hands, 
and they fhrunk under the afcendant which his genius 
had gained over theirs. The fluent Murray has faultered, 
and box, lord Holland, fhrunk back appalled, from an 
adverfary “ fraught with fire unquenchable,” if the ex- 
preffion may be permitted. 

“ He could adapt himfelf to every topic, but dignity was the charadler of his oratory, and his perfonal great- 
nefs gave weight to the flyle he aflumed. His aflertions 
rofe into proof, his forefight became prophecy. No clue 
was neceflary to the labyrinth illumined by his genius. 
T ruth came forth at his bidding, and realized the wifh of 
the philofopher; fhe was feen and beloved.” 
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Such are the panegyrics paid to this great man’s intel- 

leftual and expreffive powers.by fame who were witneffes 
of their e if efts, and judges of their merits. 

On a charafter fo highly refpefted, and endeared t® 
EnglHhmen, it would be grateful to enlarge ; but we can 
add nothing new to .what has been advanced in his com- 
mendation by the ableft writers ; and filent admiration on 
fuch a favourite fubjeft is, perhaps, the moft eloquent 
and efficient praife ! 

XLVII. DAVID GARRICK, Esq. 
Born 1719.—Died 1779. 

Tram Geo. /. to iqtb Geo. III. 
Tbb grace of aftion, Che adapted mien, Faithful vs nature to the varied feene; Th* expreCve glance, whole fubtle comment draws Entranc’d attention, and a mute applaufe; Gefture that marks, with force and feeling fraught, 
A fenfein filence, and a will in thought j Harmonious fpeech, whofe pure and liquid tone 
Gives verfe a mufic fcarce confefs’d-its own ; (As light from gems afluraes a brighter ray, And cloth’d with orient hues tranfeends the day) : JPaflion*s wild break, and frowtf that awes the fenfe. And every charm of gentler eloquence j— All perilhable, like rh’ eledhic fire, Put ftrike the frame, and as they ftrike expire : Incenfetoo choice a bodied flame to bear, Its fragrance charms the fenfe, and blends with air. Monody (e the memory of GAsarcic. 

^ HE poet lives in his lays, the painter on his can- 
vas : all the imitative arts, except the fcenic, leave fome 
memorials to illuftrate the fame of proficients; but the 
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Oranfient beauties of dramatic acting have no “ loc;rl 
habitation;” they blaze, and expire in an inftant. The 
f^ftator can fcarcely fix them in his memory; and poi- 
terity can form no idea of them, except from the othefts 
which they are recorded to have produced. The candi- 
dates for theatric fame are neverthelefs numerous; as it 
frequently happens that fpecious talents are more en- 
couraged than real, and becaufe the clap of applaufe is 
more gratifying to many minds, than the latting plaudits 
of the world, which, perhaps, are not paid on this fide 
the grave. Yet furely this confideration ought to have' 
much weight with the young and inexperienced, “ that a 
mediocrity of fcenic excellence will never gain either 
praiie or. reward, and that the highett attainments in the 
art are perilhable as the frame that produces them.”' 
Even Garrick, who reached the acme of his profeffion, 
could not embody his excellencies; and no delcription 
of the voice or pen can-do them jufiice. 

This great aftor was defeended from a French family,, 
which the revocation of the edift of Nantz had expatri- 
ated. His father obtained a captain’s commiffion in the 
Blitifil army, and generally refided at Litchfield. 'Our 
aftor, however, was born at Hereford, and feems to have 
received the early part of his education there: but at ten 
years of age was removed to the grammar-fehool of Litch- 
field. His proficiency in fcholaltic learning was not 
great, becaufe his application was fimall. He pofleffed a 
vivacity, of temper, which difqualified him for attention 
to books ; and the love of theatric reprefentation feems 
to have been interwoven with his very conilitution. In 
his eleventh year, he formed the project of getting up the 
Recruiting Officer; and, having previoufly trained his 
youthful afibciates, they performed in a barn, with gene- 
ral applaufe. The young hero of the ftage particularly 
diftinguiflied himfeif in the charafter of iergeant Kite 
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and the plaudits which he received on this occafion fervedl 
to fan the predominant paffion of his breaft; which, how- 
ever, was not fuffered to burft into a flame, till it had 
acquired flrength to fupport a heady blaze. Soon after,: on the invitation of an uncle, who was engaged in, the 
wine-trade at Liibon, young Garrick vifited that city: i 
but his fafte was totally incompatible with the purfuits of 
commerce, and the frolickfbme vivacity of the nephew 
did not comport with the grave formality of the mer-" 
chant. In confequence they loon parted, yet not before , 
Garrick had made himfelf agreeable to the gay part of 
the Englilh factory by his turn for fportivenel's and 
mimickry, which are pleafing in the boy, though often 
dangerous to the future man. 

Returning to Litchfield, he was placed for fome little 
time under his illuftrious townfman, Samuel Johnfon : 
but the mailer, however well qualified to indruft-, had 
no great partiality for the profeflion which he had chofen ; 
and Garrick was as little dilpofed to learn. Both being 
foon weary of their fituation, in 1737, they fet out to- 
gether to try their fortunes in the great metropolis; 
Garrick being then about eighteen years of age. 

Soon after his arrival in London, he entered himfelf 
of the Temple, with a defign, as it Ihould feem, to fludy 
the law as a profeflion; but being now fenfible of his 
little improvement in learning, and feeling the neceflity 
of bellowing a more attentive application, he put him- 
lelf under the inftru<5lion of Mr. Colfon, an eminent ma- 
thematician at Rocheller, and for fome time purfued his 
ftudies with diligence and fuccefs. It was not long, how- 
ever, before his uncle died, and left him a legacy of 10Q01. 
Unfettled in his mind, and defultory in his purfuits, be- 
caufe his filial afleftion kept him from indulging his 
fixed and unconquerable propenfity to the llage, he enter- 
ed foon after into partnerlhip with his brother Peter, a 
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wme'-mfrcliant, in London. This union was alfo *o£ 
fhort duration. The tempers and habits of the two 
brothers were diametrically oppofite; and, to avoid the 
unpleafantnei’s of daily altercation, they parted by mutual 
confent. 

In this interval his mother had departed life ; and, 
being now emancipated from a reftraint which his duty 
had impofed on him, he gave a loole to his darling paffion 
for the ftage ; and aflbciated chiefly with thole from 
whom he could derive dramatic improvement or pleafure. 
In the company of the mod celebrated adtors he tried his 
poyvers, and frequented the theatre as a fchool where lie 
was to learn the principles of his art. 

Garrick, however, though enthufiaftic in his purfuit, 
was not one of thofe inconfiderate votaries for dramatic 
fame, who rifle fuccefs by crude and abortive attempts. 
He formed a proper eftimate of his native powers, and he 
did not expole them' before they gained maturity. At 
once to make a debut on the London ftage, he conlidered 
as too hazardous, and therefore he palled his novicate at 
Ipfwich, under MelT. GifFard and Dunftall, in the Ihm- 
merof 1741. The firft charader w VTuch he appeTred 
was that of Aboan, in Oroonpk'-) under the adoptedname 
of Lyddal; and th^^plaute which he gained did credit 
to the talte of -Ids' provincial judges. In quick fucceflion 
he performed feveral capital parts, both in tragedy and 
comedy ; even to excel in the feats of harlequin was not 
beneath his ambition. In every effay, and in every cha- 
racter, he met with the lou^left plaudits; and having now 
gained confidence by fuccefe, he appeared next winter on 
the ftage at Goodman’s-fields. The firft character, 
which he reprefented to an admiring London audience, 
was that of Richard III. and the moll eminent con- 
noifleurs of dramatic excellence in the great world, con- 
firmed the decilions of Ipfwich. In a thort time, Drury- 
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lane ami Covent-garden were almoft dererted. It was 
nnf'afhionable not to lee Garrick, and as unfafliionable 
not to admire hijn. He was uni^erfally acknowledged 
by the moll competent judges to be a rifing prodigy on 
the ft age ; and alone, but in vain, did the interefted part 
of his profeffion endeavour to depreciate his worth. Quin 
could not conceal his chagrin ; and being told of his un- 
bounded fuccels, obferved with pointed irony, “ that 
Garrick’s was a new religion; Whitfield was followed 
lor a time, but that people would foon return to church 
again.” This bon mot being reported to the young 

■adlor, with a peculiar felicity of epigramatic point he 
wrote the following lines : 

Pope Quin, who damns all charafters but his own* Complains that herefy corrupts the town. Schifm, he cries, has turn'd a nation's brain | But eyes will open j and to church tgsin 1 Then, great infallible ! forbear to roar) Thy bulls and! ertots are rever’d no marc, When dpftrines meet with general approbation, It is not herefy—bug reformation. 
But If Garriciiwas a match for his jealous opponents 

at the pen, he found hinf/elf inferior in influence. Having 
been admitted to a moiety of the-ptrofits at Goodman’s- 
fields, the patentees of the other theatres- faw they mull 
fubyert his empire to prefer ve their own. An a<5t of par- 
liament.was obtained to confine dramatic exhibitions to 
Drury-laae and Covent-garden; and Garrick entered into 
an agreement with the manager of the former, on the 
falary of 5.0Q1. a year. He had previoufly made himfelf 
known as a dramatic writer by his “ Lying.Valet,” and’ 

Lethe;” and nqw he began to obtain the appellation 
of the Englifli Rofcius, and to be courted by the elegant, 
and patronized by the.great. 

Such was his celebrity, that Ireland early expreffed a 
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defire to witnefs his powers ; and, having obtained very 
Incrativeternis, he performed in Dublin, during the fjum- 
mer of 1742, with luch uncommon eclat, and to fuch 
crowded houfes, that ah epidemical mortal fever broke 
out, which went by the name of Garrick’s difordeh. 
His reception in that hofpitable country was the molt 
flattering that any adtqr ever experienced, either before 
or fince. 

In the winter he refumed his ftation at Drury-lane* 
and was now irrevocably fixed in the theatrical profei'- 
fion. His name in a play-bill operated like a charm; 
he never appeared but he attracted full houfes: and, his< 
fame being now completely eftablithed, he continued, for 
a; long feries of years, the admiration of the public, and 
the idol of his friends; among whom he could enume- 
rate the moft diftinguifhed in rank, confequence, and 
talents- 

His fervices: were found fb eifential to the fupport of! 

the theatre, that, in 1747, he became joint patentee of 
Drury-lane, with Mr. Lacy. In this capacity he exert- 
ed himfelf to introduce order, decency, and decorum ; 
and his: own example-co-operated to give fuccefs to his. 
endeavours. He rendered his very profeffion more re- 
fpedtabk than it had ever been before, not only by his* 
fuperior accoraplithments, but by his conduit as a man. 

In two years after he became a manager, he entered 
into tliie nuptial ftate with mademoifelle Violette, a young 
lady of great perfonal beauty and elegant accomplilh- 
ments, who proved, a moft afleitionate partner. Laly in 
his circumftances, happy in his connexions, • admired 
wherever he was known, and blazoned by fame over 
Europe; after lome years’ aiiiduous application, he de- 
termined to vifit the continent, both with a view to the 
improvement of his health, and. the extent!on of his 
knowledge. Accordingly, in 1763, he let out on his 

*5 
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travels, and was every where received with a refpeft due 
to his extraordinary talents as an aftor, which he readily 
exhibited when properly requetted. Indeed, vanity feems 
to have been a predominant part of his character; and. 
he inhaled the incenfe of applaufe with as much rapture 
as if he had not been accuitomed to enjoy it. His com- 
pany was eagerly coveted by the great and the learned 
in France and Italy; and to entertain them, he would 
go through the whole circle of theatric evolutions, with 
a rapidity unexampled, with an impreffive force that no- 
thing could refill. Without the lead preparation, ha 
could affume any character, and feize on any palfion. 
From the deepeft tragedy to the extremes of comic levity 
he paffed in an inftant, and agitated every fpe&ator with 
the paffion he meant to inlpire. 

He exhibited the famous dagger foliloquy from Mac- 
beth before the Duke of Parma; and had feveral friendly 
Contefts with the celebrated mademoifelle Clairon, at 
Paris, for the entertainment of their mutual friends. But 
Garrick was not fatisfied with the fame he juftly received 
for animated and corre& expreffion of the paflions from 
plays ; he convinced his auditors, that even in dumb 
fhew lie could melt the heart. Having been an eye-wit- 
neis of an unhappy father in France, fondling his child 
at an open window, when it fprang from his arms, and 
was dathed to pieces in the ftreet; he recited this atfedt- 
ing incident, and threw himfelf into the diflradted atti- 
tude of the parent, at the inilant his darling appeared ir- 
recoverably loft', with nich natural expreffion of unutter- 
able woe, that he filled every breaft with fympathetic 
horror, and drew forth a ihower of fears. Even Clairon 
was fo much aftedled and charmed, that, when file was a 
little recovered, by an involuntary impulfe of applaufe, 
fhe caught Garrick.in her arms and killed him. 

After fpending about a year and an half on the conti- 
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Sent, ,our great Rofcius returned to his native land', and 
having derived much of his reputation frorti exhibiting 
the impatfioned fcertes of Shakefpeare, in honour of that 
immortal painter of the paifions, he projedted a jubilee at 
Stratford, which drew together fuch a concourte of po- 
lite fpedtators, as was fcarcdy ever known before. On 
this occafi n, the firft adtor paid the homage of refpedt 
to the fir ft dramatic writer that ever Britain produced. 

By the death of Mr. Lacy, in 1773', Garrick became 
foie manager of Drury-lane ; but age now creeping on, 
and the gout and Hone frequently afflicting him, he fold 
his {hare of the patent three years after, and bade a final 
adieu to the ffage. The two or three weeks before he 
retired, he ran through lb me of his principal charadters, 
with undiminifhed fpirit, and rivetted the reputation he 
had gained. The laft part he performed was Felix, in 
the Wonder. When the play was ended, he ftept for- 
ward, under apparently extreme emotion-, and, after a 
fhort ftruggle of nature, add relied the audience in, fuch 
pathetic terms, as drew tears from- every eye, as well as 
his own. 4' This,” faid he, “ is to me a very awful 
moment, it is no lefs than parting for ever with thofc 
from whom I have received the greatcft kindoeft, and fa- 
vours, and upon the fpot where that kindnefs and thofe 
favours were enjoyed.” Having concluded his impaf- 
lioned parting harangue, in which every h>art lympA- 
thized, he made a profound obeif nee, the cm tain di opt, 
and he retired amidlt the regret and acclamations ot the 
moft brilliant audience that had ever been colledled in 
an Englilh theatre. 

During the Chrilfmas holidays of 1778, beuw on a 
vifit with Mrs. Garrick, at the country feat of eart fpen- 
eer. he was feized with a diforder, from which navi no- 
partially recovered, he returned to his faoafe in the Adel- 
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phi; but next day. he was alarmed with ft ftoppage of 
the urinary difcharge, and,the arts of medicine proving 
ineffeftual to relieve him, a ftupor came on, and in- 
creafed till the moment of his diffolution, which happen- 
ed four days after, without a groan. Many of the fa- 
culty attended him with affectionate affiduity, but knew, 
not what name to apply to his diforder. The day before 
he quitted the mortal ffage, feeing a number of gentle- 
men in., his chamber, he afked who they were. Being 
tqld they were phyficians, he fliook his head, and re* 
peafed from Horatio, in the Fair Penitent; 

Another and anether ftill fucceeds; And the laft fqol is welcome as the former. 
Confidered as a dramatic writer, his fame is only fub* 

ordinate, hi is compofftions of every kind are rather the 
temporary effufions of an elegant, playful mind, thaa 
finifhed productions. But univerfal excellence is not the 
lot of man. He reached the fummit of excellence as an 
after; and, what is more to his credit, he performed his 
part with refpeftability in private life. He was greedy of 
money and of praife; of the former he, however, made a 
charitable ufe, and the latter was juftly due to his fuper- 
•ininent abilities. Courted and flattered as he was, he 
muff: have been fomewhat more than man to be abfo- 
1'utely devoid of vanity. It has been faid of Garrick, 
“ that he was only natural on the ftageyet his private 
friends loved him well, and have paid many honourable 
teffimonies to his focial worth. 
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XLVIII. CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 
Born 1723.—Killed 1779. 

From ijl Geo. II. to iqtb Geo. Ilf. 
OR the -prefent reign the glory was referved of carry* 

ing the fpirit of maritime enterprize to its utmoft extent* 
and of directing it to the noblpft ends—the enlargement^ 
of fcience, and the. civilization Qf mankind; nor can the) patriotic fovereign, who patronised, be ever viewed in 
this honourable light, without refleftiqg a luftre on thq 
able fervanfwho executed hjs defigns. DiftinguHhed as 
thip country, is for its illuftrious- navigators, it certainly 
derives no fmall acceffion. of fame from producing fuch, 
s man. as Cook, who,, by dint of perfevering diligence, 
and the exercife of ufefnl talents, burlt through the im- 
pediments of original indigence and obfcurity, gained the 
palm of deferved celebrity, and now ranks high among 
the benefactors of mankind. 

Tfiis refpeCtable and beloved commander was born a(; 
Marton, in Cleveland, about four miles from Great Ay- 
ton, in Yorklhire. His father, who,lived in the humble 
capacity of a farmer’s fervanjt, married a woman in the 
fame fphere of life with himfelf. Both were noted for 
honefty, fobriety, and induftiy, qualities which are 
eftimable in the loweft ftation; and when, our navigator 
was very young, his father’s good character procured 
him the place of a bailiff to, a gentleman at Great Ayton, 
whither the family removed. The fon followed the 
fame fervile employment as far as his tender years-would 
permit, and thus laid the foundation of that hardinefs of 
conftitution, which enabled him to fulfil his future de- 
flinies with comfort and fatiefaCtion to himfclf. 
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The early education of Cook feems to have been very 

flender; however, it wa» not \Vhidly negleded. At the 
age of thirteen he was placed under the care of a writing- 
mafter, with whom he learned the rudiments of arith- 
metic and book-keeping ; and is faid to have thown a re- 
markable facility in acquiring the feiemee of numbers. 

Having reached his ieventee th y ar, his father bound 
Iiin ipprentice to a grocer, at Snaitli, a conliderable „fli- 
ing town. But as he evinced a ftrong partiality for a 
maritime life, for which his predilection waa probably 
ConnrniecT by the fituation ot the place, and the prevail- 
ing'taft of its inhabitants, after eighteen months’ fervi- 
tude, he obtained a releafe from his engagements, and 
determined to follow the bent of his o-enius. 

Accordingly, in 1746, he became an apprentice for three years t > MelTrs. Walker, of VV hitby, who were en- 
gaged chiefly in the coal-trade; and ferved the full term 
to the entire fu.sladion of his mailers. After perform- 
ing fome vo, ages to the Baltic in the capacity of a com- 
men failor, MeiTfs. W alker, who had penetration enough1 

to difcpver his talents and worth, ajipointed him mate" 
to pne of their (hips.; and after fome time made him an 
offer of the place of captain, which, fortunately for his' 
country, he •declined’, 

Rofulii.e1 commencing between Great Britain and 
France, in 1/55, Cook lying them in the river Thames, 
and finding prefs-warraiits were iiTued, with the fpirit of 
9 man, who difdained to be compelled to ferve his king,, 
adopted the refblution-of entering.* as a'volunteer in the; 
royal navy ;having, a mind',” as he exprefled himfelf, 
“ to try his fortune in that way.”' 

\ he firft ihip in which he feived was the Eagle ; and 
ca^tfairr, afterwards lit Hugh Pailifer, being appointed to 
tin command, foom recognized the diligence ami atten- 
tion of Cook, and granted him every encouragement^ 
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compatible with his humble ftation. His friends and 
connections, likewile, in bis native county, finding his 
Conduct deferving their patronage, generouily interfered 
in his behalf; and, by theafliftance of Mr. Ofbaldefton, 
member for Scarborough, and the warm encomiums of 
his captain, at laft procured a matter's warrant to the 
Mercury, in which he failed, under fir Charles Saunders, 
to affift in the reduction of (Quebec. 

The profetfibnal merit, the fkill, and intrepidity of 
Cook, were now futiiciently blaioned; and he was ap- 
pointed to take the foundings of the river St. Lawrence, 
dire illy oppofite to the French camp; a fervice as ha- 
zardous as important, but which he performed to the 
entire fatisfaition of his employers. 

There is little reafoh to believe, that before this period 
Cook had ufed a pencil, or was acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of drawing; but fuch was the vigour of his mind, 
and his aptitude for the acquifition of knowledge, that 
he fpeedily mattered every obje6t to_ which he applied. 
Under every difadvantage, he furnifhed the admiral with 
a complete draught of the channel and its foundings; 
and at once eftablifhed his reputation as a furveyor. 

After the conqueft of Canada, fo honourable to every 
perfon who bore a part in it, he was appointed mafter of 
the Northumberland, under lord Colville, on the Nova 
Scotiaflation ; where he ingratiated himfeif with his no- 
ble commander to a high degree. * Senfible that he was 
now in the road to promotion,-he redoubled his ardour to 
qualify himfeif for adorning every ftation to which he 
might be railed.. He devoted his leifure hours to the 
ftudy of fuCh branches of knowledge as add utility to, of. 
reflect a luftre on, naval life. He read icucfid’s elements,' 
and ftudied altronomy; and, by application and peife- 
verance, overcame every obftacle Wf fituatiori, and made a 
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progrefs, which a man of lefs genius could never hate 
attained, under much fupcrior advantages. 

In April, 1760, he received his lieutenant’s commif- 
fion, and daily advanced in the'Career of glory. Stimu- 
lated by the fuccefs that had attended his pad labours* 
and animated by the hopes of future promotion, he dili- 
gently applied hitnfelf to acquire a knowledge of the 
North America qpaft, and to facilitate its navigation^ 
His abilities, as an accurate draughtfman,. were now fo 
well known,, that he was employed by different com- 
manders to make charts' and fuVveys; and the unanimous 
voice of the heft judges confirms his merit in this re- 
fpedt. 

Towards the dole of' 1762, he returned to England* 
and efpqufed a young lady of the name of*Batts, whom, 
he tenderly loved, and who had every claim to his 
warmed affection, and efteeim It fyas been faicf, that 
Coqk dbod as her godfather, and had declared at that 
time his wifh for their future union. If this anecdote 
be true, it fhews the firmnefs of his character, and the 
drength of his attachment in a very amiable and confpi- 
Cuous point of view. His fituation in life, however, and 
the highland important fervices to which he was called, 
did not long fuffer him fo enjoy connubial for we find him varioufly engaged in North America and the 
Wed-Indies during foirie of the fubfequent years. 

That our navigator had made a. conliderable profici- 
ency in practical adronomy before 1766, is evi<Jcnt from 
an “ obfervation of. an eclipfe of the fun at the ifland, 
of Newfoundland,” taken that year, “ with the longi- 
tude deduced from it.” This was publilhed in the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfadtions ; and lieuteivint. Cook, now ac- 
quired reputation for his fcientific, as,.he. had formerly 
fo’r his pfrofeffional, fkilh 
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But we are now come to a period of Cook’s life that 

requires little illuftration from our pen : his fervices are 
well known to Europe and the world ; and in this place 
can only be fummed up in a very curfory mannsr. The 
hidory of his voyages, which details his achievements, 
w ill be read and remembered as long as curiofity is an 
a&ive principle of the human mind. We. have traced 
the progreffive fleps by which this great nautical charac- 
ter role; and it cannot fail to be confolatory to thofe, 
who, like him, afpire by merit to diltin&ion, that the 
path is flill open, and that honour and fame await the 
brave, the enterprizing, and the meritorious. 

The Royal Society having refolved, that it would be 
beneficial to icience to lend proper perfons into the 
South Seas, to obferve the expedted tranfit of Venus 
over the fun’s dilk * lieutenant Cook, whofc abilities as 
an atlronomcr were now well known, was not only ap- 
pointed to the command of a veflel, liberally fitted out by 
government for this purpole, but alio conllituted joint 
aftronomer with Mr. Charles Green. The prefent illuf- 
trious fir Jofeph Banks alfo volunteered his fervices oa 
this occafion, and Dr. Solander, a difciple of Linnaeus, 
added to the feientific attendants of the voyage. Cook, 
with the rank of captain, failed down the river Thames, 
on the 30th of July, 1768, on an expedition the molt 
honourable to his country. Seldom have diftant regions 
been exploded by authority, unlefs for the purpofes 
©f avarice or ambition; on this occafion, however, the 
thirft of knowledge was the grand ftimulus to adventure. 
In the courfe of the voyage, captain Cook vifited the 
Society iflands ; determined the infularity of New Zea- 
land ; failed through the ftraits which feparate two 
iflands, now called after his name, and made a complete 
furvey of both. He afterwards explored the ealtcrn 
Gcait of New Holland, hitherto, unknown, and thus 
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added an extent of more than two thoufand miles to' otff 
geographical knowledge of the terraqueous globe. In. 
this voyage, which lafted nearly three years, captain 
Cook, betides effecting the immediate object of his mil'-* 
fion, made difcoveries equal in number and importance 
to all the navigators of his own, or any other, country, 
collectively, from the time of Columbus to the prefent. 

Soon after his return, it was determined to equip two 
fhips to complete the difeovery of the fduthern hemi- 
fphere. It had long been a prevailing idea among geo- 
graphers, that the unexplored part contained another 
continent, and captain Cook was again employed to 
afeertain this important point. Accordingly he failed 
from Deptford in the Reiblution, accompanied by the 
Adventure, on April 9, 1772, and effectually refolved 
the problem of a fouthem continent ; having traverfed 
that hemifphere in fuch a manner as not to leave a po£- 
fibility of its exiftence, unlels near tlie pole, and out of 
the reach of navigation. During this' expedition he dif- 
covered New Caledonia, one of the largeft iflands in the 
South Pacific Ocean, the ifland of South Georgia, and 
Sandwich-land, the Thule of the fouthern hemiiphere ; 
and having twice vifited the tropical leas, he fettled the 
pofitions of the former, and made feveral frefh difcoveries. 

So many fervices performed by one man, might have 
been an honourable acquittance from further^toils, and 
his country confideredit in this light; but captain Cook, 
animated by the love of true glory, wifht d. to eomplefce 
the geography of the globe, and, having been confuited 
refpeCting the appointment of a proper officer to conduCt 
a voyage of further difeovery, to determine the practica- 
bility,of a north-weft patfage, he immediately tendered 
his own fervices, which were accepted with all pollible 
gratitude and acknowledgement. 

On this third, and, unhappily, his laft voyage, he 
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failed in July, 1776; and, befides feveral iflands in the 
Southern Pacific, he difcovered, to the north of the equi- 
noctial line, the group called the Sandwich iflands; 
which, from their fituation and produdts, bid fair to be- 
come an object of confequence in the fyftem of Euro- 
pean navigation arid commerce. After this, he proceect* 
ed on the grand objeCt of his expedition, and explored 
what had hitherto remained unknown of the weftern 
coaft of America, containing an extent of three thoufand 
five hundred miles; afeertained the proximity of the 
two great continents of Alia and America, patted the 
ftraits that divide them, and furveyed the coaft on each 
fide, to fuch a height of northern latitude, as folly de- 
monftrated the impracticability of a paffage, in that he- 
mifphere, from the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean, either 
by an ealtern or weltern courfe. 

After having achieved fo much, it is painful to refleCl 
that he did not live to enjoy the honours which would 
have been paid to his fuccefsfui and meritorious labours. 
On his return, he was unfortunately cut off’, in an affray 
with the natives of O'whyhee, one of the Sandwich 
iflands, part of the fruits of his difcoveries, and the feene 

-of bis melancholy death. Thelofs of this eftimable man 
was fincerely lamented, not only by Britain, but by every 
nation which loved fcience, or was capable of appreciat- 
ing ufeful talents and fervices. The moil honourable 
eulogies have been paid to his memory, by fome whofe 
flighted praife is fame; but no panegyric can exceed his 
defevts, nor are monuments neceflary to perpetuate his 
remembrance:—thofe he ereCfed with his own. hands 
will be eternal. 

His character is thus drawn by his amiable coadjutor, 
captain King :—“ The conftitution of his body was ro- 
butt, inured to labour, and capable of undergoing the 
fevereft hardfliips. His ftomach bore, without difficulty. 
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the coarfeft and inoft ungrateful foodv Indeed, temper* 
ance in him was fcarcely a virtue; fo great was the in- 
difference with which-he lubmitted to any kind of felf- 
dcnial. The' qualities of his mind were of the fame 
hardy, vigorous kind with thoie of his body. His cou- 
rage was coof and determined, and accompanied with an 
admirable prefence, of mind in the moment of danger. 
His manners were plain and unaffected. Hia temper- 
might, perhaps, have been juftly blamed as to baftinefs 
and p alii on, had not thefe been di farmed by a. difpofi- 
tion the molt benevolent and humane. But the dutm- 
guiihing feature of his character was. unremitting perfe- 
verance in the purfuit. of his obje.Ct, which was not only 
fuperior to the oppolition of dangers, and the prelime of 
hardlhips, but even exempt from the want of ordinary re- 
laxation.” 

As a. commander, his-benevolent Aitmm ip tht htahb 
tf bit men, and the fueetfi nubieh aNmukd it, form* a dll* 
tinguiibed part of his praife. By the judicious methods 
he purfuedv ho has ffewo the world, that the longell 
voyages, through! every climate, may be performed with 
as little rilque of life from natural canfes, as under our. 
native Iky, and furrounded with every comfort. He 
has proved, that the feurvy, which has fo frequently been 
the pell of nautical expeditions, may be avoided, or its 
ravages repelled. For his eafy and practicable means of 
fecuriog the health of feamen, which he communicated 
to the Royal Society, the gold medal was voted to him, 
with an appropriate fpeecb by the prefi-dent, after his de* 
parture on his laft voyage. This teftiraony of gratitude 
never reached his ears; but for the lervices which ob- 
tained it, his name will defeend to future ages,.among, 
the friends aad beaefaCtors of mapkiad. 
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XLIX. SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE, Kkx. 
JUDGE OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLE/IS. 

Born 1723.—Died 17»0. 
Front C)tb Geo. I. to 2 otb Geo. IIL 

TO be able to produce flowers in a path confdTedly 
rugged, to render theflrieft fubieS not only inftrtt&ive, 
but inviting, implies no final! (hareof genius and talents; 
and was referved for fir William Blackftone to perform. 
Before his time, jurifprudence was fludied Only as quali- 
fying for a profelfioa, but his labours rendered it a claf- 
lical purfuit. The illuftrious Bacon had the glory to 
'bring down philofophy to the l^el of common under- 
standings, and to render her caobvating ; Blackflone 
made the legal polity of his country amiable and popular, 
by the Ample neatnefe in which he clothed it; and medi- 
-cine in the fame manner has been ftripped of its myfleri- 
©us jargon, by men to whom pofterity will do juftice, 
•when envy fleeps with them in the grave. , 

This elegant lawyer was a native of London, and bom 
in Cheapfide. His father was a very refpedtable citizen, 
but died before the birth of this his fourth fon ; his mo- 
ther was of a genteel family in Wilts; but file top de- 
parted this life, before he could be duly fenfible of his lofs. 
1 he care of his education, tlien-fore, devolved on his ma- 
ternal uncle, who placed him early at the Charter-houfe; 
and he was afterwards admitted on that excellent and li- 
beral foundation. Jn this feminary he purfued his claf- 
fical ftudies with uncommon affiduity and fuccefs, and 
gave indications of thofe talents and that induftry which 
ihone in his future.Hfo. When only fifteen years of age. 
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lie was found properly qualified to be removed to the. 
univerfity ; and accordingly was entered a commoner of 
Pembroke college, Oxford, with a charter-houfe exhibi- 
tion. But being at the head of the fchool, and defervedly 
favoured by his matter, he was permitted to continue 
tome months longer a tcholar at the Charter-houfe, that 
he might have the honour and emolument of fpeaking the 
ufual oration on the anniverfary commemoration of the 
founder. About the fame time, he obtained Mr. Benfon’s 
gold medal for verfes on Milton ; and was confidered by 
all who knew him, as a very promifing genius. 

Purfuing his academical ftudies with unremitted ar- 
dour, hefoon became as much admired at the univerfity as 
he had been at fchool. The Greek and Latin poets were 
his favourites ; but they did not engrofs all his attention. 
Logic, mathematics, and other fciences, were cultivated 
by the young ftudent with diligence and alacrity; and 
pofleffing a mind formed for acute inveftigation, and a 
.t^fte for extracting the tweets of every fubjeCt he ftudied, 
he converted the moft dry into an amufement, the moft 
abftrute he ftript of its veil and its afperity. He evinced 
a particular paflion for architecture ; and when no more 
than twenty years of age, drew up the elements of that 
foience for his own ufe only ; but which was confidered 
by judges, as a prefage of his future celebrity. 

Hitherto, however, he had been Undying for ornament, 
or for private gratification. It now was requifite to de- 
termine on fome profeffion in life, in which he might 
render his talents fubfervient to his advancement. Ac- 
cordingly he quitted the flowery paths of polite literature, 
in which he had ftrayed with the higheft intellectual de- 
light ; and devoting himfelf to the ftudy of the law, en- 
tered himfelf of the Middle-temple, in November, 1741. 
On this occafion he wrote a very beautiful ode, entitled, 
“ TheLawyer’s Farewel to his Mufe.” We cannot refill 
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4lie temptation of making an extract from this claffical 
piece ; and we regret that our limits do not permit us to 
.iiamcribe the whole. 

As by fome tyrant’s Hern command, A wretch fortakes his native land. In foreign climes condemn’d to. roam. An endlefs exile from his home; Penfive he treads the de(lin'd way. And dreads to go, nor dares to (lay ; Till on fomc neighb’i ing mountain’s brow He (tops, and turns his eyes below ; There, melting at the well-known view, Drops a laft tear, and bids adieu s So I, thus doom’d from thee to part. Gay gueen of fancy and of art. Reluctant move, with doubtful mind, ■Oft (top, and often look behind. a-****#.*** 
■Shakfpeare, no more, thy fylvan fon, Nor all the art of Addifon, Pope’s heav’n-ftrung lyre, nor Waller’s eafe. Nor Milton’s mighty felf, muft pleafe: Inftead of thefe, a formal band. In furs and coifs around me (land; With founds uncouth, and accents dry. That grate the foul of harmony, Each pedant fage unlocks his (lore. Of my (lie, dark, difeordant lore ; And points, with tottering hand, the ways That lead me to the thorny maze. There, in a winding clofe retreat. Is Justice doom'd to fix her feat; There, fenc’d by buiwaiks of the law, She keeps the wond’ring world in awe ; And there, from vulgar fight retir’d, Like Eaftern queens, is more admir’d, O Jet me pierce the (ecret (hade, Where dwells the venerable maid ! There humbly mark, with rev’rent awe. The guardian of Britannia’s law j 
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Unfold with joy her facred page, . Th’ united boaft of many an age, Where mix’d,' yet uniform appears, The wifdom of a thoufand years; In that pure fpring the botWm view, Clear, deep, and regularly true, And other dod)nines thence imbibe Than lurk within the fordid fenbe; Obferve how parts with parts unite 'In one harmonious rule of right; Sec countfefs wheels di din fay tend, By various laws to one great end ! While mighiy Alfred’s piercing foul Pervades and regulates the whole. 

In 1744, Mr. Blackftonfc was ele&ed a fellow of All 
Souls; and from this period divided his time between 
the college and the Temple. To the former, he perform- 
ed fome very efiential fervices, and was entrufted with the 
management of its moft valuable concerns. 

In Michaelmas term, 1746, he -was called to the bar; 
but pofieffing neither a confident eloquence, nor a prompt 
delivery, he did not make any confiderable figure there. 
However, with his abilities, a patron alone was wanting 
to fecure his fuccets. His real merits were only known 
to a few : although bpth folid and ftriking, they required, 
notwithlianding, to be let off by extrinfic circumftances. 
After attending the courts for feven year?, and, perhaps, ■with as deep a knowledge of the laws of his country as 
any counfel of his age, he found that, with all his dili- 
gence, and with all his merit, he could not open the way 
to fame; and having previoufly been ele&ed recorder of 
Wallingford, and taken the degree of dodfcor in civil law, 
he refolved to give up the contcft at Weftminfter, and to 
retire to an academic life, and the limited practice of a 
provincial counfel. Blackftane is not the only great lawyer 
who has found the difficulty of rifing in early diltindion. 
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In all the profeflions, a'young adventurer requiresr fome 
adventitious helps—forae lucky incident to develope ta- 
lents, or powerful friends to force them into notice. 

It was, however, fortunate for his fame, and we may 
add for his country, that he gained the learned leifure 
which Oxford allowed him. Having for fome years 
planned his lettures on the laws of England, he now be- 
gan to execute this immortal work. In 1754, he pub- 
lifhed his “ Analyfis,” which increafed his fame as a 
legal fcholar; and four years after, being elected Vinerian, 
profeflbr of the common law, he read his celebrated in- 
troduftory lecture, which to the pureft elegance of dic- 
tion united the molt recondite knowledge of Englilh ju- 
rifprudence. Every fucceeding lecture increafed his re- 
putation ; and he became the deferved objedt of admira- 
tion among the legal ftudents, and was confidered as an 
ornament to the univerfity in general. 

Being now generally known as a man of talents, in 
1759 he purchafed chambers in the Temple, and made another effort at the bar. He, however, continued to 
read his ledures at Oxford with the higheft eclat; and 
they become fo much talked of, that it is faid the gover- 
nor of a great perfonage requcfted a copy of them for 
the ufe of his royal pupil. Be this as it may, it is cer- 
tain Ur. Blackftonc was now daily advancing in fortune 
and fame. In 17bl, he was returned to parliament, and 
appointed king’s counfel, after refilling the office of chief 
juftice of the court of common pleas in Ireland. .The 
fame year he married a daughter of James Clitheroe, efq. 
of Boilon-houfe, in Middlefex, by whom he left feveral 
children ; and vacating his fellowship, the chancellor of 
the univerfity appointed him principal of New-Inn-hall. 
The following year he was made folicitor-general to the 
qiieen, and chofen a bencher of the Middle-temple. The 
celebrated “ Commeataries on the Laws of England” 
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began to be published in 1765, and were completed in the 
four fucceeding years. The reputation he gained by this 
■work was unbounded; and, in confequence, it was 
minutely criticifed by fuch as envied his fame, or difliked 
fome principles he had laid down. In a work of fuch 
a multifarious nature, it was impoffible for the mod; 
acute and impartial to be wholly exempt from error. 
Some pafTages, which had occafioned much animad- 
verfion, he foftened in fubfequent editions; .arid others 
which had been objedted to, as inimical to conftitutional 
liberty, he left to defend themfelves. Mr. Chriftian, 
who has publilhed an edition of this claffical and ftandard 
book, points out feveral inaccaracies; but the baiis, and 
Indeed the general execution, mult be as durable as the 
Britifh conftitutidn, of which it treats, and let us add— 
may both be perpetual ! 

In May, 1770, Dr. Blackftone was knighted, and ap- 
pointed a judge in the court of king’s bench; and the 
following month removed to the fame ftation in-the com- 
mon pleas. Having now obtained the fummit of his 
wilhes, he rdigned all his other appointments, and fixed 
himfelf wholly in London. Though .never diftinguifhed 
as a very fluent fpeaker, he was jultly e(teemed an able 
and upright judge, and did honour to the bench. But 
he did not confine his talents entirely to his vocation: 
•Whenever his leifure permitted, he was employed in fome 
plan of public utility, either enlarging the bounds of 
legal knowledge, or promoting the intereft and welfare 
of fociety. 

A life devoted to intenfe ftudy early brought upon 
him the infirmities of age. His conftitution was broken 
by the gout, and nervous complaints, the eff'eift of feden- 
tary purfuits. About Chriltnias, 17-79, he was feized with 
an afthma, which was . rendered more dangerous by obe- 
fity. This was partially removed; but a ftupor and 
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Srowfinefs fupcrvening, he ceafed ts breathe about fix 
weeks after, in the fifty-fixth year of his age, and was 
buried in the family xault at Wallingford. 

As a lawyer, the character and abilities of fir William 
Blackftone muft be eftimated from his works ; and to the 
brealts of the impartial we may fafely commit his fame. 
“ Every Englifliman,” fays a writer who controverted 
fome of his principles, “ is under obligation to him for 
the pains he has taken to render the laws' of his country 
intelligible; and the philofopher will thank him for ren- 
dering the itudy of them eafy and engaging.” 

Jn private life he was truly amiable; beloved by his 
friends,for the amenity of his manners, and endeared to 
his family by the fuavity of his difpofition. He was a 
remarkable economilt of time ; and as he difliked fquan- 
dering away his own, fo he was averfe to wafte that of 
others. In reading his lectures, it could not be remem- 
bered that he ever made his audience wait even a few- 
minutes beyond the time appointed. “ Melandthon,” 
obferves his biographer, “ could not have been more 
rigid in obferving the hour and minute of an appoint- 
ment. Indeed, punduality, in his opinion, was fo much 
a virtue, that he could not bring himfelf to think per- 
fectly well of any one, who was notorioufly defective in 
ks practice.” 

1. DOCTOR SAMUEL JOHNSON. 
Born 1709.—Died 1*84. 

From 7 tb 2^ Anne to i\th Geo, HI. 
OF this literary luminary of the eighteenth century, ■who was confdfedly at the head of general literature in a 
country where knowledge is ■very widely diffufed, fo much 
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already has been written by friends and foes, by pane- 
gyrics and detractors, with fuch an amplitude of remark, 
and diligence of refearch, that the moft induftrious cannot 
glean a new anecdote, nor even throw an air of novelty 
on the hacknied theme. ' 

We {hall therefore content ourfelves, with feledting 
feme (hort biographical notices, and charaCteriftic traits, 
of this,profound writer, and truly good man ; happy if 
we can lure the young to the ftudy of his ineftimable pro- 
ductions ; happier ftill, if we can engage them to pradife 
his virtues. The life of Johnfon was a perpetual oom- 
nienton the precepts he promulgated ; in his writings we 
read the man, naked and expofed to the moft incurious eye. 
Dignified in his mind, he {corned to conceal his genuine 
fentiments, or to wrap them in the veil of myftery. He 
{poke and wrote from his own impfeffions alone, whether 
right or wrong; he conceded nothing through com- 
plaifance, and palliated nothing through fear. 

Litchfield had the high honour of producing this 
prodigy in the literary world. His father was a bookfeller 
there; a profeflion formerly, and even now, accompanied 
.by no mean talents, and which affords confiderable faci- 
lities of cultivating them. Johnfon’s fire feems neither to 
have been deftitute of intelligence nor difeernment, but 
fortune did not fmile upon his exertions, and he loft by 
fcheming what he gained by his regular trade. Either 
from his parents, or a nurfe, Johnfon derived an unhappy 
fcrophulous taint, which disfigured his features, and 
affeCted the fenfes of hearing and feeing; it gave, per- 
haps, a melancholy tinge to his mind, and even influenced 
his whole character. For this malady he was actually 
touched by queen Anne; for being of a jacobitical family 
(and the fon imbibed their principles), his parents had 
great faith in that fuperftitious rite. 

After acquiring the rudiments of reading under an old 
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Cchool-mifirefs, and an Englifh mafter, -who, according 
to his pupil, “ publiihed a.fpelling-bpok, and dedicated 
it to the univeife,” he was lent to the grammar-fchool 
at his native-city., and had for his aflbciates. Dr. James; 
the phylician, Dr. Taylor, feftor of Afhboume, and 
Mr. He6tor, furgeon in Birmingham, with whom he 
contracted a particular intimacy. At fchool he is laid to 
have been averfe to ftudy, but poflelied of fuch ftrength 
of geniu3 as rendered his tallis eafy, without much appli- 
cation. Some of his exereifes have accidentally been 
preferved, and juftified the opinion of his father, who 
thought that literature was his forte, and reiblved to en- 
courage it, notwithftanding the narrownefs of his own 
circumftances. T6 complete his claffical ftudies, he was 
afterwards removed to Stourbridge, where he feems to 
have aCted in the double capacity of ulher and fcholar. 
His progrefs at the grammar-fchool he thus defcribed : 
“ At the firft I learnt much in the fchool, but little from 
the mafter; at the laft I learnt much from the mafter, but 
little in the fchool.” 

Having left fchool, he palled two years at home in de- 
fultory ftudy, when he was entered as a commoner of 
Pembroke colkge; and, according to the teftimony of 
Dr. Adams, his fellow-collegian, was the beft qualified 
young man he had ever known admitted. He had not 
been long at the univerfity before he had an opportunity 
of difplaying his poetical genius, in a Latin tranflation 
of. Pope’s Meffiah, which at* once eftablilhed his fame as 
a claffical fcholar ; and for which he was.complimented 
by the great poet on whom he had conferred this favour. 

But, amidft his growing reputation as a fcholar, He felt 
the penury of his circumftances infupportable. Humi- 
liating as it muft have been to a perfon of Johnfon’s in- 
dependent and elevated mind, his finances did not even 
enable him to make a decent appearance in drefs, much 
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lefs to defray the expence of academic inftitution or ele- 
gant fociety. At laft the infolvency of his father com- 
pleted his diitrefs : and he relinquithed his profpe&s at 
the univerlity, after a fhort interrupted refidence of three 
years. 

Returning to-Litchfield, for fome time he was-depen- 
<knt on the hotpitalky of benevolent friends, among ■whom was Gilbert Walmfley, whom he has immortalized 
by his Celebration. At this period the “ morbid melan- 
choly” of his conftitution, exacerbated by his forlorn 
circumftances, made him fancy he was approaching to 
infanity, and he actually confulted a phyfician on this 
fubjedt ; who found that his imagination and fpirits alone 
were affedted, and that his judgment was never more 
found and vigorous. From this malady he never was 
perfedtly relieved; and all his amufements and his ftudies 
were ,only fo many temporary alleviations of its in- 
fluence. 

Without permanent protection or provifion, he gladly 
accepted the offer of the place of ufher at a fchool at 
Market Bofwcrth, immediately after his father’s death ^ 
and his final inheritance of 201. was the only portion 
which fell to his fhare. This fituation he foon found in- 
tolerable, from the tyrannical behaviour of a patron, in 
whole houle he lodged. His prot'pcdts were now worfe 
than ever; and he wrfs obliged to the friendlhip of Mr. 
Hector, his former companion, who was now fettled at 
Birmingham, for a temporary fhelter from the ftorm. At 
this place he commenced his career as an author, in the 
fervice of the editor of a newfpaper; and here his tranfla- 
tion of Lobo’s Voyage to Abyliinia was publifhed, for 
which he received five guineas. This firli prolaic pro- 
duction of his-pen, contains none of that characteriltic 
Ityle which he afterwards fqrra-d, and which is peculiarly 
his- own. 
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Johnfon had been early fenfible of the influence of 

female charms, and, after a tranfient paffion for Mil's 
Lucy Porter, paid his addreffes to her mother, the widow 
of a mercer in Birmingham, which were accepted; and, 
in 1735, Ihe made him happy with her hand, and a 
portion of 8001. The objeft of his choice was nearly 
double his age, and not the moll amiable in perfon or 
manners; yet Johnfon faid “it was a love-match on 
bothfides;” and’ on■ his part; he feems to have enter- 
tained a fincere affe&ion for her, which did not terminate 
with her life. 

Being now in a ftate of comparative independence, he 
attempted toeftablilh a boarding-lchool at F.dial, near 
Litchfield; but this Icheme proved aboitive, for want of 
encouragement : and, in 1737,. he thought of trying his 
fortune in London, the grand mart of genius and in- 
dultry, and where talent* of every kind have the amplelV- 
fcope and encourag rrient. 

Accordingly he let out, in company with Garrick, 
who had been his pupil, and now became his fellow- 
adventurer, That two men who afterwards rofe to fuch- 
oelebrity, fhould be launched' into life at one and the 
fame time, and Ihould not only be townfmen but friends, 
is rather a fingular circumflance in the hiftdry of man- 
kind. The profpe&s of Johnfon were certainly the mod 
"uninviting; he had been already broken by difappoint- 
ments^and, betides, was a married man. The gay fancies 
of hope danced before the other, and his fine flow of 
animal fpints enabled him to view with unconcern what 
would have overwhemed his aflbeiate. 

How Johnlon at firft employed his talents, has not 
been difiindtly afeertained ; it appears, however, that he 
had been in previous correfpondence with Mr. Cave, the 
proprietor, of.the Gentleman’s Magazine, and for feme yeats after he fettled in the metropolis, he derived his 
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principal fupport from the part he took ip that publica- 
tion. After a few months trial, in which he might pof- 
iibly feel his ftrength and enlarge his connexions, he 
returned to Litchfield for a Ihort fpace; and paving now 
finithed his tragedy of Irene, which had long employed 
his attention, he finally fixed himfelf in London with his 
•wife, who had hitherto been left in the country. 

The poor pittances that can be allowed to a mere con- 
tributor to a periodical work, however refpeXable, can- 
not be fuppofed adequate to i’upply the wants of an in- 
dividual, much lefs thofe of a family. Johnfon laboured 
under the utmoft pecuniary diftreis; and meeting with 
Savage, a man of genius, equally unfortunate, the tie of 
common mifery endeared them to-each other. _ He of- 
fered his tragedy to the ft age, but it was rejected ; his ex- 
quifite poem, entitled, “ London,” imitatedfrom Juvenal, 
with difficulty he could get accepted for publication. 
No fooner, however, was it read than admired ; and if it 
■was not a fource of great emolument, it certainly made 
Johnfon known as an author by profeffion, and facilitated 
the acceptance of other performances with which, in the 
lequel, he favoured the world. 

Still his generous mind revolted at the idea of a preca- 
rious dependence on the profits of authorfhip; and he 
endeavoured, but in vain, to obtain the mafterfhip of the 
grammar-ichool of Appleby, in Leicefterfhire. Pope, 
unknown and unfolicited, wifhed to ferve him in this af- 
fair; but the qualifying degree could not be obtained, and 
the bufinefe was dropped. Again he made another effort 
to be admitted at DoXor’s Commons ; but here too a de- 
gree was indifpenCjble ; and being thus fruftrated in every x attempt at meliorating his fituation, he began to acquiefce 
in the drudgery of .authorfhip, and feems to have adopted 
the refolution of attempting to write himfelf into potice, 
by an attack upon government. His “ Marmor Nor 
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folclence” was publifhed to vent his fpleen againft the 
Brunfwick fucceffion, and the adherents and minifters of 
that illuftrious family. It gratified his own political pre* 
judices, and gained him the favour of men of fimilar prin- 
ciples; but, according to one of his biographers, expo fed4 

him to the danger of a profecution. 
Faffing over that checquered fcene of his life, in which , 

he may be'defignated as the ftipendiary of Cave, we come 
to a period when he foared to a higher flight in literature ~ 
and fully confident of his own powers, which had gradu- 
ally been developed and {lowly rewarded, aflumed the 
rank in the republic of letters, to which he had long been 
eminently entitled. 

In 1749, we find him engaged as a critic and commen- 
tator on Shakfpeare (who, like Homer, has given fufte- 
nance to numbers); and publifhing the plan of his great 
Englifh dictionary, addreffed to lord Chefterfield, in a 
flrain of dignified compliment. The original hint of this 
great work is faid to have been fuggefted by Dodtley; and 
that refpedtable literary character and bookfelier, with 
feveral others of the profeffion, contracted for its execu- 
tion, at the price of 1500 guineas. 

His friend Garrick, by his transcendent theatrical abili- 
ties, had now raifed himfelf to the fituation of joint pa- 
tentee and manager of Drury-lane theatre; and under his 
patronage, the long-dormant tragedy of Irene wa§ brought 
upon the ftage. But the pompous phrafeology and bril- 
liant fentiments of Johnfon were not colloquial enough 
for the drama. He dilplayedsnore art thair nature, more 
defcription than pathos, and, confequently, his tragedy 
was but coolly received by the public. The author, how- 
ever, had fenfe enough to perceive that his talents did not 
lie this way : he acquiefced in the decifion of the public, 
and ceafed to wafte his time and labour on a fpecies of 
compofition for which nature had not adapted hi to. 
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During the time that he was engaged on his didtiortary* 

to relieve the tedium of uniform attention to one object*. 
he brought out his Rambler ; a work which contains 
the pureft morals and jufteft fentiments, and on which 
alone his reputation as a fine writer and a good man may j 
fafely be retted. At ftrft, however, it was far from being | 
popular; but Johnfon perfevered with a laudable fortw 
tude, conicions of its merits; and he had afterwards the 
felicity to fee it run through many editions, and even to b© 
tranflated into foreign languages. 

i Soon after thofe excellent eflays were clofed, he loft his 
wife; an event, which threw him into the greateft affiic- : 

tion. His friends, in general, from the charadler and be- 1 

haviour of the woman, were not a little difpdfe'd to ridi- j 
cule what in many would have been deemed a feigned for-- 
row; but that Johnfon felt all the poignancy of fincere 
grief is evident from his commemorating the day of her 
death, till his own, as a kind of religious faft. 

His dictionary was now about to appear; and lord 
Chelterfkld, fentible of negleCting the perfon who had, 

.in the firft inftance, claimed the honour of his patronage, 
pyyed the way for its favourable reception with the pub* 
die, ,by two effays in the “ World,” exprefsly devoted to 
its pfaife. His lordfhip, no doubt, expeCted that launch- 
ing thofe “ two little cock-boats,” as Johnfon con- ! 
temptuoufly termed them, to alEft him when he was now 
in port, would obliterate the remembrance of pall negledt, 
and procure him the immortal honour of a dedication. 
But the dignified lexicographer faw through the artifice ; 
and in a letter, couched in terms refpediful in form but 
eutting in their eflence, reje&ed the advances of his lord- 
fhip; and thereby afforded a noble leffon to ungracious 
patrons and infulted authors. After fome expreffions of 
general acknowldgement, Johnfon proceeds in this far- 
eaftic ftrain. 
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“ Seven year?, my lord, have now pafled fince ^ waited 

in your outward rooms, or was repulfed from your door; 
during which time 1 have been pushing on my work 
through difficulties of which it is ufelefs to complain, and 
have brought it at laft to the verge of publication, with- 
out one aft of alfiftanee, one word of encouragement, or 
one fmile of favour. Such treatment;! did not expeft, for 
I never had a patron before. 

“Is not a patron, my lord, one who looks with uncon- 
cern on a man ftruggling for his life in the water, and 
when he has reached ground, encumbers him with help? 
The notice which you have been pleafed to take of my 
labours, had it been early, would have been kind; but 
it has been delayed till I am indifferent, and cannot enjoy 
it; till I am folitary, and cannot impart it; till I am 
known, and do not want it. I hope, therefore, it is no 
very cynical afperity, not to confefs obligations where 
no benefit has been received, or to be unwilling that the 
public fhould confider- me as owing that to a patron, 
which Providence has enabled me to do for myfelf.” 

This ftupendous monument of labour, talents, and ge- 
nius, was publifhtd in May, 1755; and his amiable friend, 
Mr. VVarton, procured him the degree of mafter of arts 
to grace the title-page. Notwithltanding a few rifible- 
blunders^ which Johnfbn had anticipated, might exift, it 
was inftantly received with gratitude and congratulation ; 
and though the labour of an individual, it was de'fervedly 
compared with the united efforts of the forty French aca- 
demicians, who had produced a fimilar work. To this, 
his_friend Garrick alludes in a complimentary epigram 
which concludes with this couplet: 

Ant John (on well arm’d, like a hero of ye re, Mai beat forty French, and will be it forty more! 
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But, though Johnfon had now reared his fame on an 

adamantine bafe, and was flattered by the great, and 
liftened to by the learned, he was not able to emerge 
from poverty and dependence. It is upon record, that 
he was arrefted for a paltry debt of five guineas in the 
following year, and obliged to his friend Mr. Samuel 
Richardfon for his emancipation. By the labours of his 
pen he was barely able “ to provide for the day that was 
palling over his head.” His Idler produced him a tem- 
porary fupply; and Rasselas, which he compofed with 
unexampled rapidity, to difcharge feme debts left by his 
mother, who died in extreme old age, fold for 1001. 

At laft, in 1762, royal munificence raifed him above 
the drudgery of an author by profeffion, and fixed him in 
the enjoyment of learned eafe, or voluntary labour. He 
received a penfion of 3001. a year, as a reward for his pail 
productions, which had been fo honourable to his coun- 
try, and ufeful to mankind ; without the leaft;Stipulation 
in regard to the future application of his pen or his talents. 
For this patronage he, was indebted to a family for whom 
he had Ihewn no affection ; and to the generous recom- 
mendation of two men, to whofe country he had con- 
tracted a Angular antipath}'-. The p’refent lord Lough- 
borough, lord high chancellor of Great Britain, and lord 
Bute, were the organs and the origin of his Majefty’s 
bounty. Againft lord Bute, in particular, he had joined 
in the popular cry of indiferiminating invective ; and 
thus even-handed juftice compelled him to an aukward, 
though not unpleafant penance, for indulging in a fple- 
netic prejudice, equally unworthy of a fcholar and a gen- 
tleman. 

On becoming a penfioner, a word which he had en- 
deavoured to render odious, by the explanation affixed to 
it, he was expofed, as may naturally be imagined, to the 
invective or the raillery of his literary opponents; but it 
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Truvft be allowed that a penfion was never better bellow- 
ed ; nor did the future condudt of Johnfon difgrace his 
former principles. He did, indeed, on feveral fubfequent 
occafions efpoufe the caufe of government as a party- 
writer, but it was only when the fubjedt correfponded 
with his political creed, or when his natural and un- 
biaffed fentiments of right drew him into the field of 
-eonteft. 

Being now in pofTeffion of fame and a moderate inde- 
pendence, he gave full fcope to the natural philanthropy 
of his heart, and extended his beneficence to the lefs 
favoured, and the lefs fortunate. The circle of his ac- 
quaintances was enlarged, and he took peculiar delight 
in, “ the literary club,” which he had contributed to 
eflablifh, and which met weekly at the Turk’s Head, in 
Gerrard Street, Soho. 

The year 1/65 brought him feveral honours and ad- 
vantages. The univerfky of Dublin complimented him 
with the degree of do&or of laws ; and he had the fe- 
licity, about the fame time, to contract an acquaintance 
with the family of Mr. Thrale, in/which he afterwards 
fpent the happieft hours of his life/ The fame year he 
had the honour of an interview with his majefty, in the 
queen’s library. The king afked him, “/if he intended 
to publifh any more works?” John fen mb deftly anfwered, 
“ that he thought he had written enough.” “ And fo fhould I too,” replied the king, “ if you had not written 
fo well.” ’ 

No author ever received a jirfter compliment from 
royalty, and Dr. Johnfon feems to have been duly fenfi- 
ble of it. But compliment now was the naturafincenfe 
which he expedted ; and for many years before his death, 
he received that unqualified praife from the world, which 
is feldom paid before the grave. His fame was too well 
eftablifhed in the public opinion to be fhaken by ob- 
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loquy, or /hared by a rival; his company was univarfally 
courted ; his peculiarities were overlooked or forgotten 
in the admiration Of his fu-perior talents; and his foibles 
loft in the blaze of virtues. His views expanding with 
his lituation, it is faid, that he had the ambition even of 
procuring a feat in parliament: but in this he failed, and 
perhaps juftly; for, it is probable, he would have been 
too dogmatical in the fenate, and too- impatient of contra- 
diction, to obferve the decorum of debate. 

In autumn, 1773, he made a tour into Scotland, in 
company with his friend Mr. Bofwell ; and his obferva- 
tions, which he publifhed foon after, evinced great 
ftrength of mind, great knowledge of mankind, and no 
InCon/iderable fhare ctf that prejudice which he had in- 
dulged againft the Scotch, till it had become involuntary. 
His remarks on Offian involved him in an angry difpute 
with Mr. Maeph'erfon, to whom he addrefled a letter in 
the warmeft ftyle of confemptuous hxuteur. “ Any vio- 
lence offered to me,” laid the indignant Johnfon, “ I 
ihall do my bt ft to repel; and what I cannot do for my- 
felf, the law /hall for me. I hope I Ihall never be deter- 
red from detecting what I think a cheat, by the menaoes 
of a ruffian. ’ ’ 

The perfonal pfowefs, indeed, of Johnfon had not been 
fmall. On a former occafion he knocked down-O/borne 
the bookftller, who had been infolent to him; and he 
now provided himfelf with an oak plant, which might 
have ferved as the rafter of a houfe, to proteCl himfelf from 
the expefted fury of the tranflator of Oifian. 

In 1775, he vifited France in company with Mr. and 
Mrs. Thrale. The natives, it feems, were loft in alto- 
ni/hment at the contemplation of his figure, his manners, 
and his drefs, which probably reminded them of an an- 
cient cynic philofopher rifen from his grave. The fame 

i year his Alma Mater conferred on him the degree of doc- 
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tor of laws, by diploma, the higheft honorary compli- 
ment which the can beftow. 

In 1777, he undertook the lives of the Englilh poets, 
which he completed in 17S1. “ Some time in March,” 
fays he in his meditations, “ I finiflied the lives of the 
poets, which I wrote in my ufual way, dilatorily and 
haftily; unwilling to work, but working with vigour 
and hafte.” Though now upwards of feventy years of 
age, in this laft great work, which is a moft corredt fpe- 
cimen of literary biography, be betrays no decline of 
powers, no deficiency of fpifit. If his criticifms are not 
always ftri&ly juft, if his ftri&ures appear fometimes 
tinged with dogmatifm and prejudice, juftice mull allow, 

' that he has performed much which demands unqualified 
praife. 

The palfy, afthma, and incipient dropfy, foon after 
began to Ihew that he was verging to his diffolution. 
Though truly religious, though the Scriptures had been 
his ftudy and the rule of his condudt, he contemplated 
his end with fear and apprehenfion j but, when the laft 
ftruggle approached, he fummoned up the refolution of 
a Chriftian, and on the 13t!t of December, 1784, died, 
full of hope, and ftrong in faith. His remains were in- 
terred in Weftminfter abbey; and a monument has fince 
been eredted to his memory in St. Paul’s cathedral, with 
an appropriate Latin inlcription, by the learned Dr. Parr. 
His colledted works were publiflxed in eleven volumes, 
odtavo, by his friend fir John Hawkins ; and another and 
more perfedt edition, in twelve volumes, by Arthur Mur- 
phy, efq. 
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LI. ROBERT LOWTH, 
BISHOP OF LONDON. 

Born 1710.—Died 1787. 
From Zth of Anne to 2]th Geo. III. 

O FTEN has the mitre of the fee of London been placed 
on unfullied brows, butfeldom has it fallen to the lot of a 
man, whom delicacy permits us now to name, that united 
fo rare an affemblage of aH that was good in the Chriftiari, 
and great in the fchplar, as Robert Lowth. ' 

This illuftrious prelate was the fon of William Lowth, 
prebendary of Winchefter; and was born in that city, in 
1710. His father was eminent as a fcholar, but ftili more 
diftinguilhed as a pious and worthy man; fo that the vir- 
tues and talents of his offspring might well be cohfidered 
as hereditary; only that a double portion of the father’s 
fpirit refted on the fon. 

At the celebrated feminary of Winchefter, founded by 
William of Wykeham, he received his grammatical edu- 
cation ; and, fome time before he left fchool, hedifplayed 
his genius and tafte by fome beajutiful Compofitions. His 
poem on the “ Genealogy of Chrift,” as painted-on the 
window of Winchefter college chapel, firft made him 
known in the train of the Mufes; and this was followed 
by another on “ Catherine Hill,” the feene of youthful 
paftime to the Wykehamites; a fubjedt, which muft have 
been endeared to Lowth by the recolle&ion of many a 
happy hour fpent there, devoid of ainbition and of care/ 

His fchohdlic attainments, however, wrere not confined 
to poetry. Though the relief of feverer ftudies, to which 
purpofe the gfeateft and the beft 6i men have frequently 
employed it, his attention was not diverted from tjbofe more 
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ft-no us purfuits which are requifite to complete the cha- 
rafter of the fcholar. He not only acquired a critical 
knowledge of the Latin .and Greek claffics, but he fuper- 
added an uncommon acquaintance with Oriental litera- 

; ture; which, opening the treafures of facred lore, at- 
trafted, and fixed his attention on biblical criticifm, in 
which he afterwards flione with unrivalled luftre. 

From Wincheftcr he removed to New-college, Ox- 
ford; and in due courfe became a fellow upon that 

[ foundation, which he vacated, in the twenty-fecond year 
of his age, by marrying a lady of Chrilt-church, in Harnp- 
fiiire. 

Such an early engagement, interrupting the courfe of 
academic ftudies too foon, might have been fatal to the 
profpefts of a man whofe attainments were lefs mature, 

- and whofe manners were lefs calculated to attraft admira- 
tion and gain patronage. To the higheft literary accom- 
plifhments he joined thofe amiable external graces which 
adorn the charafter of the gentleman ; and the duke of 
Oeyonlhire had the good fenfe to recognize and reward 
them, by appointing him tutor to the marquis of Har- 
tington j with whom he made the tour of K.urope, and 
difeharged the important funftion, in fuch a manner, as 
fecured him the future proteftion of that noble family. 

Having taken the degree of mafter of arts in 1737’, he 
was appointed profefibr of Hebrew in the univerfity of 
Oxford four years afterwards ; when he delivered his ad- 
mirable leftures on the facred poetry of the Hebrews; 
which place him in the firft rank of eminence as a facred 
critic. 

It was the good fortune of Lowth to obtain the patron- 
age of Hoadly, bilhop of Winohefter, at an early period 
<?f his life ; and to this amiable and able prelate he was 
indebted for his firft preferment, the reftory of Overton, 
and afterwards of Eaft Woodhay, both in Hampfhire. 
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The fame zealous patron alfo appointed him archdeacon; 
of Winchefter, in 1F50; and, being now in the high road 
to preferment by the kindnefs of Providence and the re- 
gard of his fri'edds, his own merit rendered his future pro- 
motion neither don' tful nor diftant. 

In 1754, he obtained the degree of doftor in divinity by 
diploma, from his Aima Mater; and the following year, 
®n the appoinment of his noble pupil, the marquis of 
Ilartington, to tHe lord lieutenancy of Ireland, Dr.Lowth, 
in quality of firft chaplain, accompanied him ; and foon 
after was offered the bifhopric of Limerick. But the attrac- 
tions of a mitre in the fitter kingdom were at that time 
lets powerful than the endearments of family connections, 
and literary purfuits, in his native country ; and he ex- 
changed the fee for a prebend of Durham, and the rec- 
tory of Sedgefleld in that diocefe. 

In 1758, Dr. Lowth preached a vifitation-Hirmon be- 
fore the bifhop of Durham, which was afterwards printed, 
and has been much admired for the liberal fpirit which it 
breathes. A few fhort extracts, as developing the fenti- 
ments of fuch an eminent man af that period of his life, 
cannot be improperly introduced. “ Chrittianity,” ob- 
ferves- this eloquent preacher, was publifhed to the 
world in the moft enlightened age ; it invited and chal- 
lenged the examination of the ableft judges, and flood' 
the teft of the fevereft ferutiny ; the more it is brought 
to the light, to the greater advantage will it appear. 
When, on the other hand, the dark ages of barbarifm. 
eame on, as every art and fcience was almoit extinguifli- 
ed, fo was chriftianity in proportion opprefled and over- 
whelmed. by error and fuperftitiofi, and they that pre- 
tended to defend it from the affaults of its enemies, by 
prohibiting examination and free inquiry, took the fureft 
method of cutting off" all hopes of its recovery. Again, 
when letters revived, and^reafon regained, her liberty ; 
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■when a fpirit of inquiry began to prevail, and was kept 
up and promoted by a happy invention, by which the 
communication of knowledge was wonderfully facilitated; 
Chriffianity immediately emerged out of darknefs, and 
was, in a manner, republiflied to the world in its native 
fimplicity. It has always fiourifhed or decayed together 
•with learning and liberty : it will ever ftand or fall with 
them. Let no man be alarmed at the attempts of atheifts 
or infidels; let them produce their caufe ; let them bring 
forth their firrong reafons, to their own confufion ; afford 
them not the advantage of reflramt, the only advantage 
which their caufe permits of; let them not boaft the falfe 
credit tif fuppofed arguments, and pretended demonftra- 
tions, which they are forced to fupprefs. What has been 
the confequence of all that licentious contradiction,, 
with which thegofpel has been received in thefe our times, 
and in this nation ? Hath it not given birth to fuch irre* 
fragable apologies, and convincing illuftrations of our molt 
holy religion, as no other age or nation ever produced ? — 
Where freedom of inquiry is maintained and exercifed 
under the direction of the fincere word of God, falfe- 
hood may, perhaps, triumph for a day, but to-morrow 
truth wiW certainly prevail, and every fucceeding day will 
confirm her fuperiority. ’ ’ 

To controvert the opinions of fuch an eminent divine, 
may appear arrogance ; but we cannot help obferving, 
that an unlimited right of difcuffion in vernacular lan- 
guage, is not, perhaps, unattended with danger. Where 
the genuine love of truth is the object of puffuit, God 
forbid that the liberty of the prcl's fhould ever be rdtrain- 
ed ; but where cavils are railed merely to entrap the igno- 
rant, and objections, a thoufand times refuted, are vamp- 
ed up anew to poilbn the unreflecting ; a wife man will- 
paufe before he gives his affent to unreftrained difculfioa,. 
a good man will heiitate to indulge it,. 
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The fame of Dr. Lowth, as an elegant writer, and 3 

biblical critic, was now fupreme. Utility or ornament 
were confpicuous in all his publications, from his “ Leer 
tures on the Sacred Poetry of the Hebrews,” to his 
“ Short Introduction to Englifh Grammar;” and truth j 
was adorned with all the embellilhments of didtion, and ] 
all the force of argument. His “ Life of William of 
Wykeham,” the founder of^the college in which he had ] 
received his education, may be confidered as a tribute of 
gratitude to the memory of that beneficent patron of lite- 
rature, and will exalt the character of the perfon, whc* 
paid it, in.the eftimatioh of every man of moral fentiment. 
His controverfy with Warburton, bifhop of Gloucdter, 
was carried on with liberality and feme imart raillery on, 
his part; but Warburton, though a ftrenuous and real 
defender of Chriftianity, could never difpute without in- 
dulging a fpirit of acrimony. 

Dr. Lowth was railed fo the mitre in 1/66, and was 
confecrated bifhop of St. David’s ; but a few months after 
was tranflated to the fee of Oxford, and, in 1777» to that 
Of London, his lafl reftiove, except to eternity. 

The year after he entered on the bifhopric of London, 
he publifhed his “ New Tranflation of liaiah,” with a 
preliminary dilfertation, and a variety of learned notes. 
No perfon then exifting was better qualified for this ardu- 
ous tafk, and no one could have executed that tafk better. 
His previous acquirements, great as they were, undoubt- 
edly were all called into aCtion on this occafion ; and the 
learned from every part of Europe have re-echoed the ap- 
plaufes of his countrymen, on the execution of this ela- 
borate work, which will tranfmit his name with honour 
to remote poflerity. 

Amidil the unclouded funfhine of profperity, the belt 
qualities of the heart are frequently oofeured. It is afflic- 
tion that tries our faith, ancHmproves our virtues. After 
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liifliop Lowth had rifen to deferved preferment, and, iir 
point of temporal good, could have no more to atk, it 

. pleated the. Supreme Difpenfer of all, to exercife his pati- 
ence 'by fome of the fevereft trials that human nature can 
undergo. As he advanced in years, he was harafled by a 
cruel and incurable diforder, and to aggravate his calamity 
he fuffered fome cf the mott afllidlive difpenfations of Pro- 
vidence. His eldeft daughter, of whom he was paffion- 
ately fond, had been carried off by a premature fate, ,aftd 
on her tomb he engraved his affedtion. The claffical 
fcholar will read thefe very beautiful Latin lines with a 
plaintive pleafure; the Englifh reader will hot be dipleafed 
with the tranflation fubjoined, though far inferior to the 
graces of the original : 

Cara, vale! ingenio {fraellans, pietate, pudore, Et plufquam nats nomine cara, vale ! Cara Maria, vale ! at veniet felicius sevum, Qtwndo iterum tecum, fim modo dignus, ero. "Cara, redilaeta turn dicam voce, “ peternor 
“ Eja age in amplexus, cara Maria ! redi.” 

Deare'r than daughter, parallel’d by few In genius, goodnefs, modefty—adieu! Adieu! Maria, till that day more bleft, When, if deferving, I with thee (hall reft. “ Come,” then thy (ire will cry, in joyful (train, 
“ O ! come to my paternal arms again !” 

The lofs of his fecond daughter was molt impreffively 
awful. As the was prefiding at his ten-table, and was 
going to place a cup of coffee on the falver, “ Take 
this,” faid (he,' “ to the bifhop of Briftol.” Immediately 
the cup and her hand dropped on the falver, and Ihe ex- 
pired without a groan. 

The venerable bifhop bore all with pious refignation, 
and his character gained new luftre from his chriftian 
magnanimity. Before this laft liroke, he had been offer- 
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<d the primacy, on the death of archbifliop Cornwallis ; 
but he was already weaned from the purfuits of ambition, 
though he continued to perform the duties of his ftation 
wdth exemplary prudence and propriety. At ktft, in 1787, 
he was releafed from “ the burden of the fleth and left 
this world in “ the fure and certain hope of a better.” 

To the public chara&er of bifhop Lowth, we are forry 
that it is not in our power to add more numerous private 
details, becaufe we are perfuaded they would be iinftruc- 
tive. His learning and tafte are abundantly exemplified 
in his works. He loved the arts with entbuiiafm, and 
poiTfifed a truly poetical imagination. His converl'atioti 
was elegance, fuavity, and unaffected eafe. In his tem- 
per, he is faid to have felt that warmth of fufceptibility, 
which is the conftant concomitant of genius ; and his dif- 
polition is pourtrayed as more inclinable to the ferioue 
than the gay. 

He was of the middle ftature, and extremely well pro- 
portioned. His complexion was fair and florid, and his 
whole afpect remarkably animated and expreflive. He left 
a fon of the fame name, and a daughter; and was privately 
interred in a vault of Fulham church. 
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1.11. JOHN HOWARD, 

Born 1726.—Died 17^0. 
From nth Geo. I. to $otb George 111. 

And now, Philanthropy! thy rays divine 'Dart round the globe from Zembla to the Line; O’er eath' dark prifon plays the cheering light. Like northern luftres o’er the vault of night. • From realm to realm with crofs or crefcent crown'd. Where’er mankind and mifcry are found/Or O’er burning fands, deep waves, or wilds of fnow. Thy Howard journeying feeks the houfe of woe. Down many a winding ftep to dungeons dank, Where anguifh wails aloud, and fetters clank, To caves beftrew'd with many a mouldering bone. And cells, whofe echoes only learn to groan ; Where no-kind bars a whifpering friend difclofr, Nofunbeam enters, and no zephyr blows, He treads, inemulous of fame or wealth, -Profufe of toil, and prodigal of health With foft afiuafive eloquence expands Power’s rigid heart, and opes his clinching hand*, Leads ftern-ey’d Juftice to the dark domains, 7f not to fever, to relax the chains, Or guides awaken’d Mercy through the gloom, And Ihews the prifon filler to the tomb 1— Gives to her babes the felf-dcvoted wife, To her fond hulband liberty and life l— —The fpirits of the good, who bend from high Wide o’er thefe earthly feeries their partial eye, When firll, array’d in Virtue’s pureft robe, They faw her Howard traverfing the globe j Saw round her brows htr fun-like glory blaze., 
In arrowy circles of unwearied rays; 
Miftook 1 mortal for an nngel-gueft, And alk’d what feeaph-foot the earth imprell. Onward he moves !—Difeafe and death retire; And murmuring demons hate him and admire. Darwin. 

JoHN Howard, the great phihnthropift, who, copying the divine example of Chrift, •went about doing good, was 
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bom at Hackney. His father was very refpeftably con- 
nected; but, engaging in trade, kept a warehoufe in Long- 
lane, Smithfield; and dying early," left him under the care 
of guardians. Not being intended for a learned pro- 
feffion, he received only an ordinary education ; but the 
ftrength of his miftd, and the fteadinefs of his perfe- 
verance, made up the deficiency ; and, if he could not be 
ranked among fcholars, he wrote in his native tongue on 
fubjects \Vhich bAVe gained him a jufter reputation than 
the mere linguift can ever expeCt. 

Concerning the early habits of John Howard, though 
his character has been fo minutely fcrutin!?ed, we .know, 
very little* The marked propenfities of the mind, how- 
ever, appeared at very different periods, accordingly as 
occafion called them into aCtion. This will be illuftrated 
in the fubfequen’t memoirs. 

Howard, having, in the opinion of his, guardians, aC* 
quired a proper education for the trade to which they 
had deftined him, was apprenticed to an eminent whole- 
fale grocer in London; but, the delicacy of his conftitu- 
tion proving unequal to the toils of a laborious bufinefs, 
atid the circumftances, in which his father had left him 
and an only lifter, rendering it unneceffary for him to per- 
fevere in trade to the injury of his health, he bought out 
the laft part of his indentures, and made a tour on the 
continent. 

On his return, he took lodgings at Stoke Newington, 
at the houfe of M.rs. Lardeau, a fenfible, worthy woman, 
but an invalid for many years. She had felt the mifery 
of ill health herfelf, and fhe fympathixed with others. 
Howard’s conftiturion was not yet confirmed or recovered 
from the effeCls of confinement during his apprentice- 
ftnip ; and in his landlady he met -with a tender and atten- 
tive nurfe, influenced by fympathy or benevolence alone. 
At length, her affiduities conquered his heart; and though 
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eld enough to be his mother, and broken by infirmities, he 
made her a tender of his hand. The good woman, who, 
it feems, had entertained no views of this nature, and per- 
haps was furprized at the offer, cxpollnlated with him on 
the Extravagance of fuch an union ; but it was not the 
chara&er of Mr. Howard to be deterred from his purpofe, 
by the dread of obloquy or ridicule ; and die became his 
wife in 1752, while hegeneroufly bellowed the fmall for- 
tune which {he poffl-fied on her filler: a proof that ia- 
tereft had no {hare in the match, 

During his refidence at Stoke Newington, he {pent his 
time chiefly in improving his mind, and enlarging hi? ac- 
quaintance with books. Enthufiaftic in all his purfuits, 
he was feldom fruftrated in his aims; and he laid in a very 
confiderable flock of knowledge, moral, religious, and 
i'cientific. It is laid, that he frequently rode out with a 
book in his pocket, turned his horfe to graze on a com- 
mon, and, when the feafon permitted, read feveral hours 
with ardour. He, unquellionably, had what may be 
called eccentricities : no man, perhaps, of quick fenfibi- 
lity or genius is devoid of {bme; but his were all of the 
moll amiable complexion, and he had feldpm reafon to 
blulh for them. 

After about three years'* cohabitation, his wife died; 
and left him a lorrowful widower. About-this time,'his 
philolbphical attainments procured him the honour of 
being eledled a fellow of the Royal Society ; and, being 
now difenguged from dome flic cares, he formed the refo- 
lution of viliting Lilbon, then become the objedt of me- 
lancholy attraction by the recent earthquakes. Elis friends 
ftrenuoufly difluaded him from this d&tig.n, .on account of 
the tilque which he ran of being captured by the Erench, 
with whom we were then at war ; but their remon- 
ftrances were ineffedtual, and the confequeiice was as had 
been predidled; the Ihip in which he failed was taken by 

u 
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one of the enemy’s privateers, and he was foon after 
lodged in a French prifon. He was now experimentally 
convinced of the mii’eries of confinement: the latent fym- 
pathies of his foul Were excited ; and the future diredtion 

’ of his time arid his talents, which has gained him immor- 
tal fame, was probably owing, in a great meafure, to this 
perfond misfortune. In his “ State of the Prifons,” 
he fays, “ perhaps, what 1 fuffered on this occafion, in- 
Creifed, if it did not call forth my fympathy with the 
unhappy people whofe caufe is the iubjedt of this book.” 

• Soon after his liberation, he fettled at Brokenhurft, 
near Lymington, in a moil retired and delightful fitua- 
fion; and here, in 1758, he efpoufed Harriot, only 
daughter of Edward Leeds, efq. of Croxton, in Cam- 
bridgeftiire. The pleafures of domeftic endearment, and 
thofe avocations which are peculiar to, rural life, feem 
to have occupied the principal fhare of his attention for 
fome fucceeding years; but, his lady dying in child-bed, 
of an only fon, in 1765, he was again a widower ; and, 
relinquifhing his fweet retirement in theNew Foreft, he 
purchafed an eftate at Cardington, near Bedford, in the 
vicinity of his relation, Mr. Whitbread; and there he 
determined to fettle. 

The philanthropy of his difpofition now began to dif- 
play itfejf by numerous adls of pure benevolence: He 
projefted many improvements of his domain ; as much 
to give employment to the poor, as to gratify his own 
talle ; he built cottages for fome, and others he clothed. 
Induftry and fobriety, however, were the only paflports 
to his favour; and thus, in a moral, as well as a charit- 
able view, his conduit became exemplary. 

He had been brought up among the diflenters, and to 
their communion he ftriitly adhered ; but his benevo- 
lence was neither confined to feit, nor warped by party. 
However, it is natural to fuppofe, that the diffenter* 
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■were not a little attached to fuch an amiable member of 
their fociety; and, on their intereft, he was afterwards, 
in 1774, an unfuccefsfui candidate, as a reprefentative 
for the borough of Bedford. In conjun&ion with Mr. 
W hitbread, who was alfo a candidate, he petitioned 
againft the return ; but, though it was amended, by 
declaring his affociate duly eledted, Mr. Howard found 
his profpedls delufive, and turned his ambition into an- 
other channel, where there were no competitors, and his 
praife would be lingle and undivided. 

Before he had afpired to a feat in the fenate, he had 
lerved the office of high fheriff for the county of Bedford* 
which, as he emphatically obferves, “ brought the dif- 
trefs of prifbners more immediately under his notice 
and this, reviving the idea, of his own captivity, led him 
to form the benevolent defign of vifiting all the prifons, 
and places of confinement, throughout England, for the 
celeftial purpofe of alleviating the miferies of the fuf- 
ferer/, and meloriating their condition. This projeft, 
which gave full latitude to the philanthropy of his heart, 
he accomplifhed with indefatigable zeal; and, being ex- 
amined before the houfe of commons on the fubjett of 
prifons, he received the thanks of the fenate fox his exer- 
tions ; and had the felicity to find that his voluntary- 
labours had not been wholly in vain, as they excited the 
attention of the legiflature, and were, in fome meafure, 
productive of the benefits propofed by them. 

To a man of Mr. Howard’s enthufiafm, a flimulus 
was fcarcely neceflary to do good ; but the encourage- 
ment which he received, operated like a cordial on hi* 
mind; and, having again and again infpeCted the recep- 
tacles of crime, of poverty, and raifery, throughout Great 
Britain and Ireland, he extended his views to foreign 
countries. With this defign, fo beautifully pourtrayes? 



in the inffodu&ory lines, which will be more datable 
than this monument, he travelled three times through 
h ranee, four through Geq«any, five through Holland, 
twice through Italy, once, through Spain and Portugal, 
and allb through Denmark, Sweden, Ruffia, Poland, and 
part of Turkey. Thefe excurfions occupied, with tome 
fhort intervals of rettat home, the period of twelve years; 
and never before was fuch a confiderable portion of an in- 
dividual’s life applied to a more benevolent and laudable 
purpofe, without a motive of intereft of pleafure, fave 
the virtuous fatisfadHon of ferving his fellow-creatures. 

His “State of the Pri Tons in England and Wales, 
with preliminary obfervations, and an account of feme 
^Foreign Prifons,” was firfl publifhed in 1 777 ; and, in J“ Appendixes,” he continued,his remarks on the Coun- 
tries which he vifited in fucceflloft. Such an aggregate 
of private mil'ery, of infenfiblity in gaolers, and negledt 
or cruelty in magiftrates, was never before exhibited to 
the cotnmiferation or abhorrence of mankind. It has 
been faid, that his perfonal fafety was endangered in 
France by the fpirit with which he expofed its defpo- 
tifm ; but fubfequent inquiries {hew, that even the molt 
adtive minifiers of arbitrary power were imprefled with 
a reverential regard for the character of the man ; and 
that it never was in contemplation to interrupt him in 
his laudable purfuits. 

.By his filter, who died unmarried, he gained a liberal 
acceffion of fortune ; which, in his own opinion, cbuld 
not be fpent to aT better purpofe, than in the relief ctf 
poignant mifory, {hut up from every eye, except that of 
the moft a drive benevolence. Though the felfith and 
uncharitable have attempted to blame the profnfiort of 
his bounty, when it is corrfidered, that his only Ibn was 
abundantly provided for, it is impoffible te fix any 
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charge of this nature on Mr. Howard,, which will not re- 
coil on his detraftors. ' But the pureft condud muft not 
expeft to efcape the tongue of malice: fuperior excel- 
lence is the butt, at which obloquy conftantly aims her 
darts. 

While engaged on one of his laft peregrinations of 
love and charity to the human race, his Angular worth 
had made fuch an impreffion on the public mind, that a 
liberal fubfeription was opened, to defray the expence of 
erecting a ftatue to his honour, while yet alive. The 
principles of Howard were abhorrent from oftentation ; 
bis fervices to mankind were not baits for praife. When 
he heard of this fcheme, “ Have I not,” faid he, “ one 
friend in England, who would put a flop to fuch a pro- 
ceeding r” The bufinefs was accordingly dropped; but, 
to the credit of the lubferibers, the money colle&ed was 
principally applied to the relief of captive indigence and 
misfortune. 

“ An Account of the principal Lazarettos in Europe,” 
with various papers relative to the plague, and further 
obfervations on prifons and hofpitals, made its appear- 
ance in 1789. In this publication, Mr. Howard an- 
nounced his intention of again quitting his'country, for 
the purpofe of revifiting Ruifia, Turkey, and feme 
countries of the Eaft. “lam not infenfible,” obferves 
he, “ of the dangers that muft attend Inch a journey. 
Trailing, however, in the proteftion of that kind Provi- 
dence, which has hitherto preferved me, I calmly and 
chearfully commit myfdf to the difpofal of unerrino- 
wifdom. Should it pleafe God to cut oft' my life, in the 
profecution of this defign, let not my conduct be uncan- 
didly imputed to ralhneis or enthulial'm, but to a ferious, 
deliberate conviftion, that 1 am purfuing the path- of 
duty; and to a fincere defue of being made an inftru- 
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Hient of more extenfive ufefulnefs to my fello^V-crcaturey, 
than could be expe&ed in the narrow circle of retired 
life.” The event which his mind feemed to prefage, 
and for which he had prepared himfelf, by deprecating 
invidious reflexions, aXually took place. Having fpent 
fome time at Cherfon, a new Ruffian fettlement, where 
the malignity of difeafe had cut off thoufands of that 
nation, as much from ignorance and riegleX, as from the 
natural infahibrity of the place, his benevolence prompt- 
ed him to vifit a young lady, who lay dangeroufly ill of 
an epidemic fever, in order to adminifter fome medi- 
cines for her relief: he caught the diftemper, and foon 
became the viXim of his own humanity 1 Prince Potem- 
kin, hearing of his illnefs, fent his own phyfician to at- 
tend-him; but all in vain: the days of his life w-ere num- 
bered, the meafure of his labours wras complete, and he 
died on the twelfth day. He was buried in the garden of 
a French gentleman in the neighbourhood ; and, barba- 
rous as was the country in which he. made his exit, the 
grave of our virtuous p'hilanthropift was not up watered 
by a tear. In Britain, his death was known with the 
fmcereft regret i it was anounced in the London Ga- 
zette, a compliment which no private i'ubjeX ever re- 
ceived before ; and all ranks were eager to teftify their 
regard to the memory of a man, who had merited ib well 
of human nature in general, and who will ever be an or- 
nament to the country that produced him. 

The abftemioufnefs of Mr. Howard was very great ; 
and to this caule the prolongation of his life, amidlt in- 
feXion and dil'eafe, may in a great meafure be afcribedv 
He totally avoided the ufe of animal food; and at one 
time lived aimoft wholly on potatoes; at another, on 
tea, bread, and butter. No convivial invitations, how- 
ever honourable, were accepted by him : his only delight 
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confuted in vifiting the abodes of mifery, that he might 
be the happy jnftrufnent of alleviating its oppreffion. 

His . monument in St. Paul’s, cathedral is at once a 
proof of national genius and national gratitude. The in- 
fcription tells us, with truth, “ that he trod aft 'open 
but unfrequented path to immortality, in the ardent and 
unremitted exercife of Chriftian charity.” And con- 
cludes, “ May this tribute to his fame, excite an emula- 
tion of his truly honourable actions I” 

feconJ Edition, befides the, Frontifpicce, is cm- 
leilijbed ’with four Platts, containing outline Portraits of 
IWENjr FOUR of the moft illkjluous Perfons -xUf 
Ivle/noirs arc contained in the Work. 

•APPEN- 



APPENDIX: 
CONTAINING 

A BRIEF CHRONOLOGICAL VIEW 

ENGLISH HISTORY; 
From the time of Egbert to the reign of George III. and in- 

tended as a Companion to the Brjtish Nspqs. 

JeLjGBERT, feventeenth king of the. Weft Saxons, and nineteenth, but firft foie monarch of the Englifh. He con- quered Kent, and laid the foundation of the foie monarchy in 823, which put an end to the Saxon Heptarchy, and he was folemnly crowned at Winchefter, when, by hisedidfc, in 
827, he ordered all the fouth of the ifland to lie called Eng- land. He diedFeb. 4, 837, and was buried at Winchefter. ETHELWOLF, eldeft fon of Egbert, fucceeded his fa- ther, notwithftanding, at the time of Egbert’s death, he was bifhop of Winchefter. In 846 he ordained tythes to be collected, and exempted the clergy from regal tri- butes. He vilited Rome in 847, confirmed the grant of Peter-pence, and agreed to pay Rome 300 marks per an- num. His fon Ethelbald obliged him to divide the fove- reignty with him, 8o6‘. He died Jan. 13,* 857, and was buried at Winchefter.. ETHELBALD II. eldeft fon of Ethelwolf, fucceeded in 
%b7. He died Dec. 20, 860, and was buried at Sherborne, but removed to Salifbury. ETHELBERT II. fecond fon of Ethelwolf, fucceeded ia 860, and was haraffed greatly by the Danes, who were re- pulfcd and vanquifhed. He died in 866, was buried at Sherborne, and was fucceeded by ETHELRED I. third fon of Ethelwolf, in 866, when the Danes again haraffed his kingdom. In 870, they dc- ftroyed the monafteries of Bradney, Crowland, Peterbo- rough, Ely, and Huntingdon, when the nuns of Golding- 
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ham defaced themfdves to avoid their pollution; and in Eaft Anglia they murdered Edmund, at Edmundfbury, in Suffolk. Ethelred overthrew the Danes, 871, at Afiendon. He fought nine battles with the Danes in one year, w'as wounded at Wittingham, which occafion'ed Iris death, April 27, 872, and was buried at Winborne, in Dorfetthire. ALFRED, the fourth fon of Ethel wolf, fucceeded in 872, in the 22d year of his age; was crowned at Winchefter, and is diftinguifhed by the title of Alfred the Great. He was bom at Wantage, in Berkfhire, 849,, and* dhliged to take the field againft the Danes within one month after his coronation, at Wilton, in Oxfordfhire. He fought feven battles with them in 876. In 877 another fuccour of Danes arrived, and Alfred was obliged to difgttife himfelf in the habit of a fhepherd, in the ifle of Alderfey, in the county of Somerfet; till, in 878, collecting his fcattered friends, he attacked and defeated them, in 879, when he obliged the greateft part of their army to quit the ifland; in 897 they went up the river Lea, and built a fortrefs at Wear, where king Alfred turned off the courfe of the river, and left their {hips dry, which obliged the Danes to remove. He died. Oft. 28, 899- He formed a body of laws, afterwards made ufe of by Edward the Confeffor, which was the ground- work of the prefent. He divided his kingdoms into thires, hundreds, and tithings; and obliged his nobles to bring up their children in learning; and, to induce them thereto, admitted none into office unlefs they were learned; and, to enable them to procure that learning, he founded the uni- verrity of Oxford. He was buried at Winchefter. EDWARD the Elder, his fon, fucceeded him, and was crowned at Kingfton upon Thames, ih 89‘). In 911, Llewellyn, prince of Wales, did homage to Edward for his principality. He died at Farringdon, in Berkfhire, in 924, and was buried at Winchefter. ATM ELS' IAN, his ekleft Ion, fupceeded him, and was crowned, with far greater magnificence than u iial, at Kingfton upon Thames, in 929. In 937 he defeated two Welfh princes; but loon after,on their making fubmif-’ lion, he reftored their eftatesto them. He efcaped being af- 
faffinated in his tent, 938, which he revenged by attack- 
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ing his enemy; when five petty fovereigns, 12 dukes, and an army who c.une to the afliftance.of Analf, king of Ire- land, were Uain in a battle fought; near Dunbar, in Scot- land. He made the princes of Wales tributary, 939 ; and died 061, 17, 940, at Gloucefter. EDMUND I. the fifth ton of Edward, the Elder, fuc- ceeded at the age of 18 ; and wras crowned king, at King- jfton upon Thames, in 940. On May 26, 947, in endea- vouring to part two perfons who were quarrelling, he re- ceived a wound, of which he bled to death, and was buried Glaftonbury. E DR Eli), his brother, aged 25, fucceeded in 947, and" was crowned at Kingfton upon Thames, the 17th of Aug. He died in 955, and was buried at Winchefter. EDWY, the eldeft fon of'Edmund, fucceeded, and was crowned at Kinglton upon Thames, in 955. He had great diflenti, ns with the clergy, and bahilhed Dunftan, their ringleader ; which occafions little credit to be given to the charadter the priefts give of him. , He died of grief in 959, after a turbulent reign of four years, and was buried at Winchefter. EDGAR, at the age of 46, fucceeded his brother, and was crowned at Kingfton upon Thames, in 959, and again at l}ath,in 972. He impofed on the princes of Wales a tri- bute of wolves heads, that, for three years, amounted to 300 each year. He obliged eight tributary princes to row him in a barge on the river Dee, in 974. He died July 1, 975, and was buried at Glaftonbury. EDWARD the Martyr, his eldeft fon, fucceeded him, 
being but 16 years of age; was crowned by Dunftan, at Kingfton upon Thames, in 973. He was (tabbed, by the inllrudlions of his mother-in-law, as he was drinking, at Corfe-caftle, in the ifle of Purbeck, in Dorfetlhire, on March 
18, 979. He was firft buried at Wareham, without any ceremony, but removed three years after, in great pomp, to Shaftefbury. ETII EL RED II. fucceeded his half-brother, and was crowned at Kingfton upon Thames, on April 14, 979* In 982, his palace, with great part of ^London, was deftroyed by a great fire. England was ravaged by.the Danes, who,, 999, received at one payment 16,0001, rafted by a 
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iand-tax called Danegelt. A general maflacre of the Danes on Nov. 13* 1002. Swain revenged his countrymen’s deaths, 1003, and did not quit the kingdom till Ethelred had paid him 3o,06pl. which he the year following de- manded as an annual tribute. In the fpring of 10Q8 they fubdued great, part of the kingdom. To Hop their progreis, it wasagreed in 1012, to pay the Danes 48,0001. to quitthe kingdom. In the fpace of 20 years they received 469,6871. fterling. Soon after Swain entered the Humber again ; •when Ethelred retired to the ifle of Wight, andfent his Ions, with their mother Emma, into Normandv, to her brother; and Swain took poUeflion of the whole kingdom in 1013. SWAIN was proclaimed king of England in 1013, and no perlbn difputed his title. His firll a& of fovereignty was an inlupportable tax, which he did not live to fee col- lected. He died Feb. 3, 1014, at Thetford, in Norfolk. CANUTE, his fon, was proclaimed March, 1014, and endeavoured to gain the affections of his Englilh fubjects, but without fuccefs retiring to Denmark. ETHELRED returned, at the invitation of his fubjects. Canute returned, 1015, foon after he had left England, and landed at Sandwich. Ethelred retired to the north; but by avoiding a battle with the Danes he loll the affections of his fubjects, and, retiring to London, expired in 1016. EDMUND IRONSIDE, his fon, was crowned at King- lion upon Thames, April 1016 ; but from a difagreement among the nobility, Canute was likewife crowned at Southampton. In June following, Canute totally routed Edmuryl, at Aflendon, in Effex, who foon after met Ca- nute in the ille of Alderney, in the Severn, where a peace was concluded, and the kingdom divided between thepi. Edmund did not furvive above a month after, being mur- dered at Oxford, before he had reigned a year. He left two fons and two daughters ; from one of the daughters Jamesl. of England was defcended, and from him George III. CAN UTEwaseftablithed, 1017 ; hemadean alliance with Normandy, and married Emma, Ethelred’s widow, 1018 ; made a voyage to Denmark, attacked Nortvay, and took polleffion of the crown, 1028 ; died at Shaftlbury, 1036 ; and was buried at Wincheller. H AROLD, I. his fon, began his reign, 1036 ; died April 14, 1039, and was fucceedcd by his younger brother. 
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HARDICANUTE, king of Denmark, who died at Lam* beth, 1041 ; was buried at New Winchefter, and fucceed- ed by a fon of Queen Emma, by her firft hulband. Ethel- red 11. EDWARD the Confeffbr, was born at Idip, Oxfordlhire, and began his reign in the 40th year of his age. He was crowned at Winchefter, 1042; married Editha, daughter of Godwin, earl of Kent, 1043 ; remitted the tax of Dane- gelt, and was the firft king of England that touched for the king’s-evil, 1058 ; died Jan, 5, 1066, aged 65; was buried in Weftminller-abbey, which he rebuilt, where his bones were enfhrined in gold, and fet with jewels, in 1206. Em* ma, his mother, died 1052. He was fucceeded by HAROLD II. fon of the earl of Kent, began his reign 1066 ; defeated by his brother Tofti, and the king of Nor- way, who had invaded his dominions at Stamford, Sept. 25, 1066 ; killed by the Normans, under William, at Haftings, Odt. 14, following. WILLIAM I. duke of N ormandy, a defeendant of Car nute, born 1027 ; paid a vifit to Edward the Confeflbr, ii;t England, 1051 : betrothed his daughter to Harold II. 1058 ; made a claim of the crown of England, 1066 ; in- vaded England, landed at Pevenfey, in Suflex, the fame year; defeated the Englifh troops at Haftings, on Otft. 14, 1066, when Harold was flain, and William affumed the title of Conqueror. He was crowned at Weftminlter, Dec. 2ft, 1066 ; invaded Scotland, 1072 ; fubverted the Englifh conftitution, 1074 ; refufed to fwear fealty to the Pope for the crown of England; wounded by his fon Robert, at Gerberot, in Normandy, 1079; invaded France, 1086; foon after fell from his horfe, and contra&ed a rupture ; died at Hermentrude, near Rouen, in Normandy, 1087; buried at Caen ; fucceeded in Normandy by his eldeft fon Robert, and in England by his fecond fon, WILLIAM II. born 1057 ; crowned at Weftminlter, 

Sept. 27, 1087; invaded Normandy with fuccefs, 1090} killed by accident a he was hunting in the. New Fofeft, by lir W alter Tyrrel, Aug 1 100, aged 43; buried atM io- chefter, and fucceeded by his brother, HENRY I. born 1068, crowned Augufl 5, 1100 ; mar- lied Matilda, daughter of Malcolm, king of Scots, Nov. 
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11, following ; made peace with his~ brother, Robert, 1101; invaded Normandy, 1105; attacked by Robert, Whom he defeated, took prifoner, and lent to England, in 1107 ; betrothed his daughter Maude to the emperor of Germany, 1109; challenged by Lewis of France, 1117 ; his eldeft fon, and two others of his children, fhipwrecked and loft, -with 180 of his nobility, in coming from Nor- mandy, 1120; in quiet pofteflion of Normandy, 1129; furfeited himfelf with eating lampreys, at Lyons, near Rouen, in Normandy, and died Dec. 1, 1155, aged 68 ; his body was brought over to England, and buried at Reading. He was fucceeded by his nephew, Stephen, third fon of his filter, Adela, by the earl of Blois. He left 100,0001. in cafti, belides plate and jewels to an immenfe rvalue. STEPHEN bom, 1105; crowned Dec. 2, 1135; taken prifoner at -Lincoln by the Earl of G1 oucefter, Maude’s half-brother, E'eb. 1141,’ and put in irons, at Briftol, but releafed in exchange for the Earl of Gloucefter, taken at Winchefter; made peaccwith Henry, Maude’s fon, 1153; died of the piles, Oct. 25, 1154, aged 50; was buried at E'everlham, and fucceeded by Henry, fon of Maude. HENRY II. grandfon ,of Henry I. born 1133, began his reign in 1154; arrived in England, Dec. 8, and was, with his Queen Eleanor, crowned at London, the 19th of the fame month; crowned at Lincoln, 1158; again at Worceller, 1159; quelled the rebellion in Maine, 1166 5 had his fon Henry Crowned King of England, 1170; in- vaded Ireland, and took pofleflion of it, 1172; imprifoned his Queen on account of Rofamond, his concubine, 14 73; did penance at Becket’s tomb, July 8, 1174; took the King of Scotland prifoner, and obliged him to give up the independency of his crown, 1175; named his fon, John, Lord of Ireland, 1176; had, the fame year, an amour with Alice, of France, the intended princefs of his fon Richard, 1181; loft his eldeft fon Henry, June 11, 1183; his fon Richard rebelled, 1185; his fon Jeffery trodden under foot, and killed, at a tournament at Paris, 1186; made a convention with Philip of France to go to the holy war, 1188; died .with grief at the altar, curling his fons, July 6, 1189, aged 
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56 ; was buried at Fopteverard, in-France, and fucceeded by his fori Richard. RICHARD I. was born at Oxford,, 1157; crowned at 
London, Sep.t. 3, 1189 i let out on the crufade, and joined Fhilip of France, on the plains of Ve^elay, June 2y, 1190 ; took Meffina the latter end of the year ; married Berengera, daughter of the King of Navarre, May 12, 1191 ; defeated the Cyprians, 1 iy>l ; taken prifoner near Vienna, on his return home, by the Duke of Auftria, Dec. 20,' 1192 ; ranibmed for 40,0001. and let at liberty, 1193 ; returned to England, March 20, following; wounded with an arrow, at Chaluz, near Limoges, in Normandy, and died April 0", 
1199; buried at Fonteverard, and was fucceeded by his brother JOHN, the youngeft fon of Henry II. born at Oxford, Dec. 24, 11 (id ; was crowned May 27, 1199; divorced his wife Avifa, and married Ifabella, daughter of the Count of Angolefme; went to Paris, 1200; befieged ,the calile of Minable, and took his nephew, Arthur, prifoner, Aug. 1, 1202, whom he murdered ; the fame year he was expelled the French provinces, and re-crowned in England; im- prifoned his Queen, 1208; baniflied all the clergy in his dominions, 1208; was excommunicated, 1209; landed in Ireland, June 8, 1210; furrendered his crown to Pandolf, the Pope’s legate, May 25, 1213 ; abfolved, July 20, fol- 
lowing ; oblige^ by his Barons to confirm Magna Charta, J215; loft his treafure and baggage in.paffing the marfhes of Lynn, 1216; died at Newark, Odl. 18, 1216; was buried at Worcefter, and fucceeded by his fon HENRY HI. born Odt. 1, 120/ ; crowned at Gloucefler, Oct. 28, 1216 ; received homage from Alexander of Scot- land, at Northampton, 1218 ; crowned again at Weft- minfter, after Chriftmas, 1219; married Eleanor, daughter of the'Count of Provence, Jan. 14, 1236; pledged his crown and jewels for money, when he married his daughter Margaret to the King of Scots, 1242; obliged by his nobles to retign the power of a Sovereign, and fell Normandy and Anjou to the French, 1258 ; fhut himfelf up in the 'Power of . London, for fear of his nobles, 1261 ; taken pri- foner at Lewes, May 14, 1264 ; wounded at the battle of 
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Kvpftiam, t263 ; died of old age at St. Edmondibury, Nov. 16, 1272; and was succeeded by his fori EDWARD 1. born June 16, 1239; married Eleanor^ Princefs of C'aftile, 1253 ; lucceeded to the crown, Nov. 16, 1872; wounded in the Holy Land with a poifoned dagger ; recovered, and landed in England, July 25, 12/4 ; crowned at \\ cftminlter, Aug. 19 following, with his Queen ; went to France, and did homage to the French King, 1279; reduced the Wellh princes, 1282; Eleanor, his Queen, died of a fever on her journey to Scotland, at Horneby, in Lincolnfhire, 1296, and was conveyed to Weftmintler, (when elegant (tone erodes were eredted at each place where the corpfe refted); married Margaret, filler to the king of France, Sept. 12, 1299; conquered Scotland, 1299, and brought to England their coronation chair, 8rc. died of a flux at Burgh upon the fands, in Cum- berland, July /, 1307 ; was buried at Weftminfter, where on May 2, 1774, feme antiquarians, by content of the Chapter, examined his tomb, when they found his corpfe unconfumtd, though buried 466 years. He was fucceeded by his fourth fou EDWARD 11. born at Caernarvon, in Wales, April 25, 1234; was the firfl: king of England’s eldeft fon that had the title of Prince of Wales, with which he was invefted in 1284. He afeended the throne, July 7, 1307; married Ifabella, daughter of the French king, 1303 ; obliged by his barons to inveft the government of the kingdom in twenty- one perfons, March 16, 1310; went on a pilgrimage to Boulogne, December 13, 1313 ; declared his queen and all her adherents enemies to the kingdom, 1325 ; dethroned Jan. 13, 1327 1 fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Edward 111. murdered at Berkeley Caftle, Sept. 21, following, and buried at Gloucefter. EDW ARD III. born at Windfor, Nov. 15, 1312; fuc- ceeded to the crown, Jan. 13, 1327 ; crowned at Weft- minfter, Feb. 1, following ; married Philippa, daughter of the Earl of Hainault, Jan. 24, 1327; claimed the crown of France, 1329 ; confined his mother Ifabella, and caufed her favourite, Earl Mortimer, to be hanged, Nov. 23, 1330; defeated the Scots at Halidown, 1339 ; invaded France, and pawned .his crown and jewels for 50,000 florins, 1340 j 
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quartered the arms of England and France, 1341; made the firft diftin&ion between the Lords and Commons, 1342; defeated the French at Crefly, 30,000 flain, among whom was the king of Bohemia, 1546; his queen took the king of Scotland prifoner, and flew 20,000 Scots, the fame year; Calais befieged and taken, Aug. 16, 1347, and St. Stephen’s chapel, now the Houfe of Commons, built, 
1347 ; the Ortler of the Gaiter inftituted, 134!); the French defeated at Foictiers, their king and prince taken, and the king of Navarre imprifoned, 1356; the king of Scotland ranfomed for 100,0001. 1357; in which year Edward loft his eldeft fon, Edward the Black Prince, of a confumption ; the king of France ranfomed for 300,0001. 1359; four kings entertained at the Lord Mayor’s feaft, viz. of England, France, Scotland, and Cyprus, 1364 ; Philippa, his queen, died at Windfor, Aug. 16, 1369, and was buried at Weft- minfter ; Edward died at Richmond, June 21, 1377, and was fucceeded by his grandfon RICHARD II. bom at Bourdeaux, Jan. 6, 1367; had two royal godfathers, the kings of Navarre and Majorca; made guardian of the kingdom, Aug. 30, 1372; created prince of Wales, 1376, fueceeded his grandfather, Edward III. June 21, 1377, when not 7 years old; the rebellion of Wat Tyler and Jack Straw, 1378 ; married Anne, lifter to the emperor of Germany, and king of Bohemia, Jan. 1382, who died without iflue, at Shene, and was buried in Weft- minfter Abbey, Auguft 3, 1395 ; married Ifabella, daughter to the king of France, 1396. He was taken prifoner by Henry Duke of Lancafter, his coufm, and fent to the Tower, Sept. 1, 1399 ; refigned his crowrt. Sept. 29 fol- lowing, and was fucceeded by Elenry IV. Richard was murdered in Porafret Caftle, Jan. 1400, and buried at Langley, but afterwards removed to Weftminfter. HENRY IV. duke of Lancafter, grandfon of Edward III. born 1367; married Mary, the daughter of the earl of Hereford, who died 1394, before he obtained the crown; fought with the duke of Norfolk, 1397, and banifhed ; re- turned to England in arms againft Richard II. who religned his kingdom, and Henry was crowned, Gift. 13, 1399» when he inftituted the order of the Bath, and created 47 knights; confpired againft, Jan, 1400; defeated by the 
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Wclfli, 1402; married a fecond queen, Joan of Navarxc, widow of the duke of Bretagne, 1403 ; fhe was crowned with great magnificence the 2(>‘th of January following, and died in 143 7 ; in 1403 the rebellion of the Percies began, fuppreffed July following. He died of an apoplexy, in Weltminlter, March 20, 1413, was buried at Canterbury, and fucceeded by his ion, HENRY V-. who was born in 1388, and, in 1412, when prince of Wales, wns committed to prifon for affront- ing.one of the judges; crowned at Weitminfter, April 9, 1413 ; claimed the crown of France, 1414; gained the bat- tle of Agincourt, Oft. 24, 1415; pledged his regalia for 20,000!. to extend his conquefts, 1416. The emperor Sigif- mund paid a vitit to Henry, and was inilalled knight of the garter, 1416. He invaded Normandy with an army of 26,000 men, 1^17; declared regent, and married Catharine of France, on June 3, 1420. She was crowned at Weftmin- fter the February following; out-lived Henry, and wa* married afterwards to Ov/en Tudor, grandfather of Henry VII. Henry died of a pleurify, at Rouen, Aug. 31, 1422, aged 34, was buried at Weftminfter, and fucceeded by HENRY VI. born at Windfor, Dec. 6, 1421 ; afeended the throne, on Aug. 31, 1422; proclaimed king of France the fame year; crowned at Weitminfter, Nov. 6, 1429; crowned at Paris, Dec. 17, 1430; married to Margaret, daughter of the Duke of Anjou, April 12, 144; ; Jack Cade’s infurrection, 1446; Henry taken prifoner at St. Alban’s, 1455; but regained his liberty, 1461; and de- pofed March 5, following, by his fourth coufin, Edward VI.; fled into Scotland, and taken priibner in Lancafhire, 1463; reitored to his throne, 1470; taken priibner again by Edward, April. 11, 1471 ; queen Margaret and her ion ta- ken priibners at Tewkefbury by Edward, May 4; the prince killed in cold blood, May 21 ; and Henry murdered in the Tower, June 20 following, and buried at Chertfey, aged 49. EDWARD IV. bom at Rouen, April 29, 1443 ; de- feended from the third fon of Edward III. elected king, March 5, 1461; and, on March 13, before his coronation, was obliged to fight the battle of Towton, in which 35,781 Engl if*, men were killed, and only the Earl of Devonihir® 
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taken piifoner! wnscr(ovvp£datWeftminfler, JunezS, 1461 y fat publicly with the judges in Weftminfter-hall, 1463; marrieil lady Elizabeth Grey, widow of fir John Grey, of Gj^oby, March 1, 1464, who was crowned the abth .follow- ing. Edward was taken priibner by the earl of Warwick in 'Eorkfiiire, from whence he was brought to London, with his legs tied under his hoiie’s belly, 1467 ; efcaped, but was i expelled the kingdo/n, 1470; returned March 25, 1471, reiiored, and caufed his brother, the duke pf Clarence, who had joined the earl of Warwick, to be drowned in a butt of •; Malmfey wine, 1478; died of an ague at Wefiminlter, . April 1483; and was buried at Windfpr, where his , corpfe. was,dii'covered uadecayed on March 11, 1789, and ; his drefs nearly perfect, as were' the lineaments of his face. He was fucceeded by his infant Ton, EDWARD V. born Nov. 4, 14JO ; conveyed to the Tower, May,.. 1483 ; depofed, June 00 following, and, with the duke of York, his brother, fmothered loon after by order of their uncle, RICHARD III,, duke of Gloucefter, brother to Edward . lV. born 1453 ; took prince Edward, fon pf Henry VI. prh- foner atTewkefbury, and murdered him in cold bipod, 14J1; drowned the duke of Clarence, brother to Edward IV. in a butt of Malmfey wine, 1478 ; made protestor of England,. 
May 2,7, 1483, eledtcd King, June 20, and crowned July 6 following; ditto at York, Sept. 8 ; flain in battje, at Bofworth, Aug. 22, 1485, agcd.32; buried in Leicefter and fucceeded by 
.HENRY ATI. born 1455; who landed at Milford. Haven, 1485; defeated Richard III. in Bofworth-field, and was elected King, 1485; crowned October 30, 148.5; married Elizabeth, daughter of Edward IV. Jan. 18, 148(>’, who was crowned in November following ; defeated Lam- bert Simuel-, the impoftor, June l/ti, 148,7; received of the Eremh king, as a compromife for his claim on that crown, 186,2501. befides 25,000 drowns yearly, 141)2; prince Art thur, his eidek fun, died April 2, 1502; queen Elizabeth 

died in childbed, February 11 following, and .was buried at YVdlminfter. Mary, his third daughter, married Louis XII, of France, by whom {he was left without iflue, and {he re-mariigd Charles.Biaodon, Juke of Suffolk, by whom. 
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ihe had ifTue, and died 1533, and was buried at St, Ed- mondfbury, where her coVpfe was difcovered, September (>, 1/84, in a perfeA itate. She was grandmother of the un- fortunafe lady Jane Grey. Henry married his daughter .Margaret, to James IV. of Scotland, 1504; died of a coniumption, at Richmond, April 22, 1509, aged 51 p buried at Weftminfter, and fucceeded by his Ion HENRY VIII. born June 28, 1491. married Ca- therine, Infanta of Spain, widow of his brother Arthur, June 3, 1509; crowned June 24 following; received the title of defender of the faith, 1521; Ityled head of the church, 1531; divorced queen Catherine, and married Anne Bulleyne, May 23, 1533 ; Anne crowned, June 1, 1533 ' he was excommunicated by Pope Paul, Aug. 30, 1535; Catherine, his firll queen, died at Ktmbolton, Jan. 8, 153b', aged 50 ; he put Anne, his fecond queen, to death, and married Jane Seymour, May 20, 1536, who died in childbed, 061. 12, 1537 ; he diffolved the religious founda- tions in England, 1539; married Anne of Cleves, Jan. 6, 1540; divorced her, July. 10, 1540; married Catharine Howard, his fifth.wife, Aug. 8 following, and beheaded her on Tower-hill, with lady Rochford, Eeb. 12, 1542; married Catharine Parr, his lixth wife, July 12, 1543. He died of a fever and an ulcerated leg, at Weltminfter, Jan. 28, 1547; was buried at Windfor, arid fucceeded by his only fon EDWARD VI. born Oftober 12, 1537; crowned Sun* 
day, Feb. 20, 1647; who died of a confumption at Green- wich, July 6, 1553; was buried at Wellmnrfter, and was fucceeded, agreeably to his will, by his couiin MARY, born Feb. 11, 1516; proclaimed July 19,1553} and crowned Oft. 1 following; married Philip of Spain, July 23, 1554; died of a droply, Nov. 17, 1558; was bu- ried at Weftminfter, and fucceeded by her half-filter ELIZABETH, born Sept. 7, 1733 ; fent prifoner to the Tower, 1554; began to reign, Nov. 1 7, 1558; crowned at Weftmi’nfter, Jan. 15, 1559 ; Mary Queen of Scots fled to 
England, May 16, 1568, and was imprifoned in Tutbury Cattle, Jan. 1569 ; Elizabeth relieved the Proteftants in the 
Netherlands with above 200,000 crowns, befides ftores, 1569; a. marriage propofed to the queen by the .duke of 
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Alengon, 1571; but finally rejefted, 1581; cruelty be- headed Mary queen of Scots, at Fotheringhay Caftle, Fe- bruary 8, 1587, aged 44; deltroyed the Spanifh Armada, 1588; Tyrone’s rebellion in Ireland, 1598; Effex, the queen’s favourite, beheaded, Feb. 25,1(>02; the queencfied at Richmond, March 24, 1(103; was buried at Weftmin- fier, and fucceeded by the fon of Mary queen of Scots, then James VI. of Scotland. JAMES I. born at- Edinburgh, June 19, 1566; was crowned king of Scotland, July 22, 1567; married Ann, princefs of Denmark, Aug. 10, 1689; fucceeded to the crown of England, March 24, 1603 ; firft ftyled King of Great Britain, 1604 ; arrived at London, May 7 following; loft his eldeft fon, Henry prince of Wales, Nov. 6, 1612, aged 18; married his daughter, Elizabeth, to the Prince Palatine of the Rhine, 1612 ; from whom his prefent Ma- jefty George III. is defcended; went to Scotland, March 4, 
J617; returned, Sept. 14, 1618; loll his queen, March, 1619; died of an ague, March 2", 1625; was buried at Weftminfter, and was fucceeded by CHARLES I. born Nov. 19, 1600 ; vifited Madrid to fetch a wife, March 7, 1623 ; fucceeded to the crown, March 27, 1625 ; married Henrietta, daughter of the king of France, the fame year; crowned Feb. 2, 1626; crown- ed at Edinburgh, 1633 ; went to Scotland, Auguft, 1641; returned Nov. 25 following; went to the Houfe of Com-* nrons, and demanded the five members, Jan. 1641-2; re- tired to York, March, 1642; railed his ftandard at Not- tingham, Aug. 25 following; travelled in the difguife of a fervant, and put himfelf into the hands of the Scots, at Newark, May 5, 1646; fold by the Scots for 200,0001. Aug. 8 following ; feized by Col. Joice, at Holmby, June 3, 1647; efcaped from Hampton-court, and retreated to ' the Ille of Wight, July 29, 1648; clofely confined in Hurft caftle, Dec. 1 following; removed to Windfor-caftle, Dec. 23; to St. James’s houfe, Jan. 19, 1649; brought to trial the next day, condemned the 2/th, beheaded at Whitehall the 30th, aged 48, and buried in St. GcOrgc’s-chapel,\Yind- for. His queeu, Henrietta, died at Paris, Aug. 10, 1669- OLIVER CROMWELL, born at Huntingdon, April 25, 1599; chofen member of parliament for Huntingdon, 
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Ills horfe, and broke his bollar-bone, Feb. 21, 1702 ; died 1(528; made a colonel, 1643; went over to Ireland with his army, July, 1649; returned, May, 1650; made Pro- te&or for life, Dec. 12, 1653; re-admitted the Jews into England, in 1656, after their expulfion 365 years ; refufed thetitle of king, May 8, 1657 ; died at Whitehall, Sept. 3, 1653, and fucceeded by his fon RICHARD CROMWELL, proclaimed protestor, Sept. 4, 1658; depofed April 22, 1659; died at Chelhunt, in Hertfordlhire, July 12, 1712, aged 82. CHARLES II. born May 29, 1630; efcaped from St. James’s, April 23, 1648 ; landed in Scotland, 1650 ; crown- ed at Scone, Jan. 1, 1651; defeated at the battle of Wor- cefter, 1651 ; landed at Dover, May 20, 1660, and reftored to the throne; crowned, April 13, 1661 ; married Catha- rine, infanta of Portugal , May 21, 1662; accepted the city freedom. Dec. 18, 1674; died Feb. 6, 1685, aged 64, of an apoplexy, was buried at Vveftminfter, and was fuc- ceeded by his brother James. Catharine, his queen, died Dec. 21,'(705. JAMES II. born Oft. 15,1633; married Ann Hyde, Sept. 1660, who died, 1677; married the princefs of Mo- dena, Nov. 21, 1673; fucceeded to the throne, Feb. 6, 1685; Monmouth, natural fon to Charles II. landed in England, June I t, 1685; .proclaimed king at Taunton, in Somerfetfhire, June 20 following; defeated near Bridge- Water, Jnly 5; beheaded on Tower-hill, July 15 following, aged 35 ; James’s queen had a fohborn, June 10,1688. Fled from his palace, Dec. 12, 1688; was feized foon after at Feverfham, and brought back to Whitehall; left England, Dec. 23 following; landed at Kinfale, in Ireland, March 12, 1689; returned to France, July, 1690; died at St-. Germain’s, Aug. 6, 1701. WILLIAM 111. Prince of Orange, born Nov. 4, 1650; created Stadtholder, July 3, i6ji ; married the Princefs Mary, of England, Nov. 4, 1677 ; landed at Torbay, in England, with an army, Nov. 4, 1688 ; declared king of England, Feb. 13, 1689; crowned, with the queen, April xr, 1689; landed at Carrickfergus, June 14, 1690, and de- feated James II. at the'battle of the Boyne, July 1 follow- ing ; a plot laid for affaffinating him, Feb. 1696; fell from 
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March 8, aged 51 ; /-was buried April 12 following, and left his fifter-in-law, Anne, his iuccefibr to the crown. ANNE, born Eeb. 6, 1665; married to Prince George of Denmark, July 28, 1683 ; by whom (he had 13 children, all of whom died young; Ihe came to the crown, March 8, ,170a; crowned April 13 following; loft her fon, George, Duke of Gloucefter, by a fever, July 29, 1700, aged 11 ; Joft her hufband, who died of an aithma and dropfy, Oft. ,28, 170Q, aged 55 ; the queen died of an apoplexy, Aug. i, 1714, aged 49 ; was buried at Weftminfter, and fucceed- ed by GEORGE I. Eleftor of Hanover, duke of Brunfwick- Xunenburgh, born May 28, 1660; created duke of Cambridge, &c. Oft. 5, 1706. Princels Sophia, his mother, died June8, 1714, aged 83. Pie was proclaim- ed, Aug. i, 1714; landed at Greenwich, Sept. 18 follow- ing ; died on his journey to Hanover, at Ofnaburgh, Sun- day, June 11, 1727, of a paralytic diforder, aged 67, and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon GEORGE II. born Oft. 30, 16S3 ; created prince of Wales, Oft. 4, 1714; married the princels Wilhelmina- Carolina-Dorothea, of Brandenburg-Anfpach, 1704; af- cended the throne, June 11, 1727 ; loft his queen, Nov. 20, 1737, aged 54; fupprefled a rebellion, 1745; died fud- 
denly at Kenfmgton, Oft. 25, 1760, aged 77, and was luc- ceeded by his grandfon. GEORGE III. eldeft fon of Frederick, late prince of Wales, born June 4, 1738; created prince of Wales, 1751; fucceeded his grandfather, Oft. 25, 1760; pro- claimed the next day; married Charlotte-Sopbia, princefs of Mecklenburgh-Strelitz, Sept. 8, 1761, who was borm May 19, 1744; and both were crowned Sep. 22, 1761. 

FINIS. 










