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ADVERTISEMENT, 

It is the bufinefs of an able Hiftorian to exhi- 
bit manners, as well as fatts and events; for cer- 
tainly, whatever difplays the ftate and life of 
mankind, in different periods, and illuftrates the 
progrefs of the human mind, is more ufeful and 
interefting, than the detail of fieges and battles. 
To engage my Readers to the ftudy of Hiftory, 
written upon this plan, is the defign of the follow- 
ing Performance. It is a Compilation from the 
moft celebrated Hiftorians ; fuch as, Hume, Ro- 
bertfon, Goldfmith, Guthrie ; and Ruffel, Au- 
thor of the Hiftory of Modern Europe, a late 
publication of very great merit. 
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THE 

FLOWERS 

O F 

MODERN HISTORT. 

CHAP. I. 
<>F THE ROMAN EMPIRE FROM THE DEATH OF 

AUGUSTUS, TO THE IRRUPTION OF THE 
BARBARIANS. 

Ko M E, from the time of Auguftus, became the moft defpotic empire that ever fubfifted in Eu- 
rope. To form an idea of their government, we 
need only to recall to our mind the fituation of 
Turkey at prefent. It is of no importance there- 
fore to confider the character of the emperors, 
fincc they had no power but what arofe from a 
mercenary {landing army; nor to enter into a ■detail with regard to the tranfaftions of the court, 
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THE F L OWE R S OF 
which were diredted by that caprice, cruelty, and 
corruption, which univerfally prevail under a 
idefpotic government. 

When it is faid that the Roman republic con- 
quered the world, it is only meant of the civilized 
part of it, chiefly of Greece, Carthage, and Alia. 
A more difficult talk ftill remained for the empe- 
rors, to fubdue the barbarous nations of Europe, 
the Germans, the Gauls, the Britons, and even 
the remote corner of Scotland ; for though thefe 
countries had been difcovered, they were not ef- 
fedtually fubdued by the Roman generals. Thefe 
nations, though rude and ignorant, were brave and 
independent. It was rather from the fuperiority 
of their difcipline, than of their courage, that the 
Romans gained any advantage over them. The 
Roman waijs, with the Germans, are defcribed 
by Tacitus; and from his accounts, though a 
Roman, it is eafy to difcover with what bravery 
they fought, and with what reludtance they fub- 
mitted to a foreign yoke. From the obftinate re- 
finance of the Germans, we may judge of the ■difficulties the Romans met with, in fubduing 
the other nations of Europe. The contefts were 
on both fides bloody; the countries of Europe 
were fucceffively laid wafte, the inhabitants perilhed 
in the field, many were carried into flavery, and 
but a feeble remnant fubmitted to the Roman 
power. This fituatibn of affairs was extremely 
unfavourable to the happinefs of mankind. The 
barbarous nations, indeed, from their intercourfe 
witli the Romans, acquired fome tafte for the 
arts, fciences, language, and manners of their 
new mafters. Thefe however were but mifera- ble 
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ble confolations for the lofs of liberty, for be- 
ing deprived of the ufe of their arms, for being 
overawed by mercenary foldiers kept in pay to 
reftrain them, and for being delivered over to ra- 
pacious governors, who plundered them with- 
out mercy. The only circumftance which could 
fupport them under thefe complicated calamities, 
was the hope of feeing better days. 

CHAP. II. 
OF THE IRRUPTION OF THE GOTHS AND VAN- DALS, AND OTHER BARBARIANS. 

Th E Roman empire, now ftretched out to 
fuch an extent, had loft its fpring and force. It 
contained within itfelf the feeds of diflblution; 
and the violent irruption of the Goths and 
Vandals, and other Barbarians, haftened its 
deftruftion. Thefe fierce tribes, who came to 
take vengeance on the empire, either inhabited 
the various provinces of Germany, which had 
never been fubdued by the Romans, or were 
fcattered over the vaft countries of the north of 
Europe, and north-weft of Afia, which are now 
inhabited by the Danes, the Swedes, the Poles, 
the fubjefts of the Ruffian empire, and the Tar- 
tars. They were drawn from their native co iSi- 
try by that reftleflhefs, which actuates the minds 
of the Barbarians, and makes them rove from 
home in queft of plunder or new fettlements. 

B 2 The 



4 THE FLOWERS OF 
The firft invaders met with a powerful re- 

finance from the fuperior difcipline of the Ro- 
man legions; but this, inftead of daunting men 
of a ftrong and impetuous temper, only roufed 
them to vengeance. They return to their com- 
panions, acquaint them with the unknown con- 
veniencies and luxuries that abounded in coun- 
tries better cultivated, or blefied with a milder 
climate than their own ; they acquaint them with 
the battles they had fought, of the friends they 
had loft, and warm them with refentment 
againft their opponents. Great bodies of armed 
men (fays an elegant hiftorian, in defcribing this 
fcene of defolation), with their wives and chil- 
dren, and flaves and flocks, ifiued forth, like 
regular colonies, m queft of new fettlements. 
'New adventurers followed them. The lands, 
which they deferted, were occupied by more 
remote tribes of Barbarians. Thefe in their 
tprn, pufhed forward into more fertile coun- 
tries, and, like a torrent continually increafing, 
rolled on, and fwept every thing before them. 
Wherever the Barbarians marched, their route was 
marked with blood: They ravaged or deftroyed 
all around them: They made no diftinftion be- 
tween what was facred, and what was profane: 
They refpected no age, nor fex, nor rank. If 
a man was called upon to fix upon the period, 
in the hiftory of the world during which the 
condition of the human race was moft calamitous an^f afflidted, he would, without hefitation, 
name that which elapfed from the death of 
Theodofius the Great, A. D. 395, to the efta- 
hlifhment of the Lombards in Italy, A. D. 571. 
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The contemporary authors, who beheld that 
fcene of defolation, labour, and are at a loft 
for expreffions to defcribe the horror of it. “ The 
fcourge of God, the deftroyer of nations,” arc 
the dreadful epithets, by which they diftinguifh 
the moft noted of the barbarous leaders. 

CHAP. III. 
OF THE SEPARATION OF THE WESTERN 

AND EASTERN PROVINCES. 

Cl ON ST ANT INE, who was Emperor about the beginning of the fourth century, and who 
had embraced chriftianity, changed the feat of 
empire from Rome to Conitantinople This oc- 
cafioned a prodigious alteration. The weftern and 
eaftern provinces were feparated from each other, and governed by different fovereigns. The with- 
drawing the Roman legions from the Rhine and 
the Danube, to the eaft, threw down the weftern 
barriers of the empire, and laid it open to the 
invaders. 

Rome (now known by the name of the Weft- 
ern Empire, in contradiftin<ftion to Conftantinople, 
which, from its fituation, was called the Eaftern 
Empire), weakened by this divifon, becomes a prey to the barbarous nations. Its ancient glory, 
vainly deemed immortal, is effaced, and Odoacer, 
a Barbarian chieftain, is feated on the throne of 

B 3 the 



6 THE FLOWERS OF 
the Csefars. Thefe irruptions into the empire 
were gradual and fucceffive. The immenfe fabric 
of the Roman empire was the work of many ages, 
and feveral centuries were employed in demolifh- 
ing it. The ancient difcipline of the Romans, 
in military affairs, was fo efficacious, that the re- 
mains of it defcended to their fucceffors, and muft 
have proved an overmatch for all their enemies, 
had it not been for the vices of their Emperors, 
and the univerfal corruption of manners among 
the people. Satiated with the luxuries of the 
known world, the Emperors were at a lofs to 
find new provocatives. The moft diftant regions 
were explored, the ingenuity of mankind was 
exercifed, and the tribute of provinces expended 
upon one favourite difli. The tyranny, and 
the univerfal depravation of manners, which 
prevailed under the Emperors, or, as they are 
called, Caefars, could only be equalled by the 
barbarity of thofe nations who overcame them. 
. Towards the clofe of the fixth century, the 
Saxons, a German nation, were mailers of the 
fouthern, and more fertile provinces of Britain ; 
the Franks, another tribe of Germans, of Gaul; 
the Goths, of Spain ; the Goths and Lombards, 
of Italy, and the adjacent provinces. Scarcely 
any veflige of the Roman policy, jurifprudence, 
arts, or literature remained. New forms of go- 
vernment, new laws, new manners, new drefles, 
new languages, and new names of men and 
countries, wer$- every where introduced. 

How far this change is to be lamented, may 
be matter of much difpute. The human fpecies 
was reduced to fuch a degree of debafement by 
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by the preffiire of Roman defpotifm, that we can 
hardly be forry at any means, however violent, 
which removed or lightened the load. But we 
cannot help lamenting, at the fame time, that 
this revolution was the work of nations fo little 
enlightened by fcience, or poliflied by civilization ; 
for the Roman laws, though fomewhat corrupted, 
were yet, in general, the belt that human wifdom 
had framed •, and the Roman arts and literature, 
though much declined, were ftill fuperior to any 
thing found among rude nations, or which thofe 
who fpurned them produced for many ages. 

The contempt of the Barbarians for the Ro- 
man improvements, is not wholly, however, to be 
afcribed to their ignorance, nor the fuddennefs of 
the revolution, to their defolating fury. The 
manners of the conquered muft come in for a 
Ihare. Had not the Romans been in the loweft 
ftate of national degeneracy, they might furely 
have civilized their conquerors. Had they retained 
any of the virtues of men among them, they might 
have continued under the government of their 
own laws. Many of the northern leaders were 
men pf great abilities; and feveral of them were 
acquainted both with the policy and literature 
of the Romans •, but they were juftly afraid of 
the contagious influence of the Roman example, 
and therefore avoided every thing allied to that 
name, whether hurtful or otherwife. 

They eredted a cottage in the neighbourhood 
of a palace, breaking down the ftately building, 
and burying in its ruins the fineft works of hu- 
man invention ; they ate out of veflels of wood, 
and made the vanquiftied be ferved in veflels 
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of filver $ they hunted the boar on the voluptuous 
parterre, the trim garden, and expenfive pleafure 
ground, where effeminacy was wont to faunter, or 
indolence to loll j and they paftured their herds, 
where they might have railed a luxurious harveft. 

They prohibited their children the knowledge 
of literature, and of all the elegant arts ; becaufe 
they not unplaufibly, though fomewhat falfely 
concluded, from the daftardlinefs of the Romans, 
that learning tends to enervate the mind, and 
that he, who has trembled under the rod of a 
pedagogue, will never dare to meet a fword with 
an undaunted eye. 

Upon the fame principle, they rejefted the 
Roman jurifprudence. -It referved nothing to 
the vengeance of man. They therefore not un- 
philofophically thought, it muff rob him of his 
aftive powers ; nor could they conceive how the 
perfon injured could be fatisfied, but by pouring 
out his fury upon the author of the injuftice. 
Hence all thofe judicial combats, and private wars, 
which, for many ages, defolated Europe. 

CHAP. IV. 
OF MAHOMET. 

1 H E charatter of Mahomet forms a very fm- 
gular phenomenon in the hiffory of mankind. 
He was a native of Mecca, a city of that divifion 
of Arabia, which, for the luxuriancy of its foil, and 
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and happy temperature of its climate, has ever 
been efteemed the lovelieft and fweeteft region 
in the world, and is diitinguifhed by the epithet 
of Happy. 

He was born in the fixth century, in the reign 
of Juftinian XI. Emperor of Conftantinople. 
Though defcended of mean parentage, illiterate, 
and poor, Mahomet was endowed with a fubtle 
genius, like thofe of the fame country, and pof- 
fefled a degree of enterprize and ambition, pe- 
culiar to himfelf, and much beyond his condi- 
tion. He had been employed in the early part of 
his life, by an uncle, Abuteleb, as a faftor, and 
had occafion, in this capacity, to travel into Syria, 
Paleftine, and Egypt. He was afterwards taken 
into the fervice of a rich merchant, upon whofe 
death he married his widow, Cadiga, and, by 
her means, came to be pofieffed of great wealth, 
and of a numerous family. 

During his peregrinations into Egypt and the 
Eaft, he had obferved the vaft variety of fects irt 
religion, whofe hatred againft each other was 
ftrong and inveterate, while, at the fame time, 
there were many particulars, in which the greater 
part of them were agreed. He carefully laid hold 
of thefe particulars, by means of which, and by 
addreffing himfelf to the love of power, riches, 
and pleafure, paffions univerfal among them, 
he expected to raife a new fyftem of religion, more general than any which had been hitherto ef- lablifhed. In this defign he was affifted bv 
a Sergian monk, whofe libertine difpofition had 
made him forfake his cloifter and profellion, and 
engage in the fervice of Cadiga, with whom he 
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remained as a domeftic, when Mahomet was taken 
to her bed. This monk was perfectly qualified, 
by his learning, for fupplying the defeats, which 
his mafter for want of a liberal education, laboured 
under, and which in all probability, muft have 
obftru£ted the execution of his defign. It was 
neceflary, however, that the religion they pro- 
pofed to eftablifh fhould have a divine fanttion ; 
and for this purpofe, Mahomet turned a calamity 
with which he was afflicted, to his advantage. 
He was often fubjedl to fits of the epilepfy, a 
difeafe which thofe whom it affli&s, are defirous to 
conceal. Mahomet gave out, therefore, that thefe 
fits were trances, into which he was miraculoufly 
thrown by God Almighty, and during which he 
was inftrufted in his will, which he was com- 
manded to publifo to the world. By this ftrange 
ftory, and by leading a retired, abftemious, and 
auftere life, he eafily acquired a character for 
fuperior fanttity among his acquaintance and 
neighbours. 

CHAP. V. 
OF THE DOCTRINES TAUGHT BY MAHOMET. 

w HEN Mahomet thought himfelf fufiici- ently fortified by the numbers, and the enthu- 
fiafin of his followers, he boldly declared himfelf 
a prophet, fent by God into the world, not only 

to 
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to teach his will, but to compel mankind to 
obey it. As we have already mentioned, he 
did not lay the foundation of his fyftem fo nar- 
row, as only to comprehend the natives of his 
own country. His mind, though rude and en- 
thufiaftic, was enlarged by travelling into dis- 
tant lands, whofe manners and religion he had 
made a peculiar ftudy. He propofed that the 
fyftem he eftabiithed fhouid extend over all 
the neighbouring nations, to whofe doctrines 
and prejudices he had taken care to adapt it. 

Many of the inhabitants of the eaftern coun- 
tries were at this time much addicted to the 
opinions of Arius, who denied that Jefus Chrift 
was co-equal with God the Father, as is de- 
clared in the Athanafian creed. 

Egypt and Arabia were filled with Jews, who 
had fled into thefe corners of the world, from 
the perfecution of the emperor Adrian, who 
threatened the total extinftion of that people. 

The other inhabitants of thefe countries were 
Pagans. Thefe, however, had little attachment 
to their decayed and derided idolatry; and, 
like men, whofe religious principle is weak, had 
given themfelves over to pleafure and fenfuality, 
or to the acquifition of riches, in order to be 
the better able to indulge in the gratifications of 
fenfe, which, together with the dodfrine of pre- 
deftination, compofed the foie principles of their 
religion and philofophy. 

Mahomet’s fyftem was exadtly fuited to thefe 
Three kinds of men. To gratify the two for- 
mer, he declared that there was one God, who 
created the world, and governed all things in it; 

that 
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that he had fent various prophets into the world 
to teach his will to mankind, among whom Mo- 
fes and Jefus were the moft eminent; but the 
endeavours of thefe had proved ineffectual, and 
God had therefore now fent his laft and greateft 
prophet, with a commiffion more ample than 
what Mofes or Chrift had been entrufted with. 
He had commanded him not only to publifh his 
laws, but to fubdue thofe who were unwilling 
to believe or obey them; and, for this end, 
to eftablifh a kingdom upon earth, which fhould 
propagate the divine law throughout the world ; 
that God had defigned utter ruin, and deftruc- 
tion, to thofe who fhould refufe to fubmit to him ; 
but, to his faithful followers, had given the foods 
and poffeffions of all the earth, as a reward in 
this life, and had provided them hereafter a 
paradife of all fenfual enjoyments, efpecially thofe 
of love •, that the pleafures of fuch as died, in 
propagating the faith, would be peculiarly in- 
tenfe, and vaftly tranfcend thofe of the reft. 
Thefe, together with the prohibition of drink- 
ing ftrong liquors (a reftraint not very fevere 
in warm climates), and the doctrine of pre- 
deftination, were the capital articles of Maho- 
met’s creed. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. VI- 
OF THE SUCCESS OF MAHOMETANISM. 

ThE articles of the Mahometan religion were 
no fooner publifhed, than great numbers of the 
prophet’s countrymen embraced them with impli- 
cit faith. They were written by the prieft we 
formerly mentioned, and compofe a book called 
the Koran, or Alcoran, by way of eminence, 
as we fay the Bible, which means the Book. 
The perfon of Mahomet, however, was familiar 
to the inhabitants of Mecca; fo that the greater 
part of them were fufficiently convinced of the 
deceit. The more enlightened and leading men 
entered into a deiign to cut him off; but Maho- 
met, getting notice of their intention, fled from 
his native city to Medina. The fame of his 
miracles and doftrine was, according to cuftom, 
greateft at a diftance, and the inhabitants of 
Medina received • him with open arms. From 
this flight, which happened in the fix hundred 
and twenty-fecond year of Chrift, the forty- 
fourth year of Mahomet’s age, and the tenth' of 
his miniftry, his followers, the Mahometans, com- 
pute their time, and the sera is called, in Ara- 
bic, Hegira; that is, the Flight. 

Mahomet, by the aflhlance of the inhabitants 
of Medina, and of others, whom his infinuati- 
on and addrefs daily attached to him, brought 
over all his countrymen to a belief, or at leaft to 
an acquiefeence in his doffrines. The fpeedy 
propagation of his lyftem, among the Arabians, 

was 
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was a new argument in its behalf, among the 
inhabitants of Egypt and the eaft, who were 
previoufly difpofed ta it. Arians, Jews, and Gen- 
tiles, all forfook their ancient faith, and be- 
came Mahometans. In a word, the contagion 
fpread over Arabia, Syria, Egypt, and Perfia; 
and Mahomet, from a deceitful hypocrite, be- 
came the moft powerful monarch in his time. 
Pie died in the year of Chrift 629, leaving two 
branches of his race, both efteemed divine among 
their fubjects. Thefe were the caliphs of Perfia 
and Egypt, under the laft of which Arabia was 
included. The former of thefe turned their arms 
to the eaft, and made conquefts of many countries. 
The caliphs of Egypt and Arabia directed their 
ravages towards Europe, and under the name of 
Saracens or Moors, (which they obtained, be- 
caufe they entered Europe from Mauritania, in Africa, the country of the Moors) reduced moft 
of Spain, France, Italy, and the iflands, in the 
Mediterranean. 

In this manner did the fucceftbrs of that 
impoftor fpread their religion and conquefts over 
the greateft part of Afia, Africa, and Europe •, 
and they ftill give law to a very confiderable 
part of mankind. 

C II A P. 
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CHAP. VII. 

OF CHARLEMAGNE. 
The firft Chriftian monarch of the Franks, 
according to the heft French hiftorians, was 
Clovis, who began his reign in the year of our 
Saviour 468, from which period the French hif- 
tory exhibits a feries of great events; and we find 
them generally engaged in domeftic broils, or in 
foreign wars. 

In the year 800, Charlemagne, king of France, 
who was the glory of thofe dark ages, became 
mafter of Germany, Spain, and part of Italy, 
and was crowned king of the Romans by the 
Pope. He divided his empire by will among his fons, which proved fatal to his family and 
pofterity. 

Charlemagne is worthy of the higheft ad- 
miration, whether we confider his abilities, his 
great aft ions, his extenfive views, his incredible 
aftivity, the wifdom of his government, or even 
his virtues. Though he was engaged in many 
wars, he was far from neglefting the arts of 
peace, the happinefs of his fubjefts, or the cul- 
tivation of his own mind. Government, man- 
ners, religion, and letters, were his conftant ftudy. 
He frequently convened the national aflemblies, 
for regulating affairs both of church and ftate. 
His attention extended to the moft diftant cor- 
ner of his empire, and to all ranks of men. He 
eftablifhed the excellent cuftom of fending into 
the provinces commiflioners to examine the con- 

duft 
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duel of the dukes by whom they were governed, 
and the counts who were veiled with the judicial 
power; to receive complaints, to check oppref- 
lions, and to maintain good order. Thefe royal 
envoys paid their vifits every three months, and 
frequently made their appearance at Rome, where 
their authority awed even the popes. 

As the clergy were the only men who had 
any tindlure of knowledge, it is not to be wonder- 
ed, that they were continually loaded with fa- 
vours by a prince, who was a friend to learn- 
ing, as well as to religion. He employed the 
bifhops in all affairs, affociated them with the 
counts in the adminiftration of juflice, and, in 
conjunction with them and the lords, compofed 
his book of civil and canonical laws; which, 
however, it mufl: be acknowledged, are too nume- 
rous, and contain abufes mixed with good laws. 
He eflablifhed the tithes, in lieu of the lands de- 
tained from the church; an impofl which was 
long a fource of murmurs. 

But, on the other hand, lie prohibited the bi- 
fhops from bearing arms, enjoining them to applyto.' 
fludy, and confine themfelves to their proper vo- 
cation. In a word, he endeavoured to reftore ec- 
clefiaflical difeipline to its vigour; and his want 
of fuccefs was the flrongeft demonflration, that 
the evil was incurable. The fubmiffion of the 
clergy to his orders, was no lefs a proof of his 
fkill in the fcience of government. 

If Charlemagne, like the Greek Emperors, va- 
lued himfelf on his fldll in theology, at leaft his 
genius was not confined within the narrow circle 
of vain fubileties, but afpired to the great and 

ufeful 
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ufeful in every fpecies. He created a naval force, 
in order to oppofe the incurfions of the Nor- 
mans, a formidable and piratical nation, who 
already infulted the kingdom, and ravaged it af- 
ter his death. He attempted to join the ocean 
with the Black Sea, by a canal of communication 
between the Rhine and the Danube. How ad- 
vantageous might this work have been for trade ? 
But, at that time, France could furniflx no man 
of fufficient capacity to put it in execution. 

This great prince was no lei’s amiable in pri- 
vate life, than illuftrious in his public character. 
He was an affeftionate father, a fond hufband, 
and a generous friend. His houfe was a model 
of ceconomy, and his perfon of fimplicity and 
true grandeur.—“ For fhame!” faid he to fome 
of his nobles, who were finer drefied than the 
occafion required, “ learn to drefs like men, 
and let the world judge of your rank by your merit, not your habit. Leave filks and finery to 
women * or referve them for thofe days of pomp 
and ceremony, when robes are worn for fhow, 
not ufe.” On fuch occafions he appeared him-r 
felf in imperial magnificence, and freely indulged 
in every luxury; but in general, his drefs was 
plain, and his table frugal. 

Charlemagne died at Aix-la-Chapelle, his ufual refidence, in the feventy-firft year of his 
age, and the forty-feventh of his reign. The 
glory of the French empire feemed to die with 
him. To govern fuch an extent of territory re- 
quired a genius equal to that monarch’s. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
OF THE SCOTS AND PICTS. 

Much time has been fpent in enquiring 
whence the Scots and Pi£ts emigrated, and many difputes have arifen on the fubjeft. The moft 
probable opinion, however, feems to be, that 
they were two tribes of the native Britons, who 
at different times, had fled from the dominion of 
the Romans, chufing liberty and barren moun- 
tains, rather than fertile plains and flavery; yet 
fome plaufible conjectures have been offered to 
prow, that the Scots were a colony from Ire- 
land, though of the fame Celtic origin. But 
whoever they were, they are allowed to have 
been a brave and warlike people, who often, 
invaded the Roman territories, and were greatly 
an over-match for the effeminate and difpirited 
Britons. The Britons, indeed, were a very An- 
gular inftance of the debating effeCts of defpo- 
tifm. No people were ever more brave, none 
more jealous of liberty, than our ancient coun- 
trymen, With ordinary weapons, and little 
knowledge of military difcipline, they ftruggled long with the Roman power, and were only 
fubdued at laft by reafon of their want of union. 
But after a period of fubjeClion, when the exi- 
gencies of the empire obliged the Romans to recall 
their legions from this ifland, and relign to the 
inhabitants their native rights, the degenerate 
Britons were incapable of prizing the gift. Con- 
fcious of their inability to proteCt themfelves. 
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and wanting refolution to attempt it, they would 
gladly have lived in fecurity and flavery. They 
had therefore recourfe, again and again, to their 
conquerors; and the Romans before they finally 
abandoned the ifland, afiifted the Britons in 
rebuilding the wall of Severus, which extended 
between the friths of Forth and Clyde, and 
was efteemed by the Romans a neceflary barrier, 
firft againft the Caledonians, and afterwards againft 
the Scots and Pi&s. 

CHAP. IX. 
OF THE INCURSIONS OF THE NORTHERN NATI- ONS INTO FRANCE. 

Th E name of Normans, or men of the North, was given to the inhabitants of ancient Scandina- 
via, or the prefent kingdoms of Denmark, Swe- 
den, and Norway. From thofe countries origi- 
nated feveral German nations, which fettled in 
the Roman empire. Thefe tribes preferved the 
Celtic manners, which were the fame as the Scy- 
thian, fimple, hardy, ferocious, and calculated 
for making them dreadful conquerors. Their 
religion correfponded with their manners. Their 
fupreme god was Oden. Human victims were fa- 
crificed to him. His rewards were believed to 
be rfeferved for thofe who flew the greateft number 
of warriors in battle. The happinefs to which 
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they afpired, was to intoxicate themfelves with 
beer in his hall. The fkulls of their {lain enemies 
were the precious cups, which were to be ufed 
in their infernal caroufals. 

How was it poffible for innumerable nations 
to transform the father of nature, the infinitely 
good Being, into a fanguinary and deftroying 
tyrant? The reafon is, that men, immerfed in 
ignorance, form a divinity according to their 
own tafte, and afcribe to him the fame pafilons 
with themfelves. If any of thefe barbarians rea- 
foned, he muft inevitably plunge into Atheifm, 
as he could not but rejett monftrous opinions, 
and had no idea of a pure and infinite fpirit. 

The grand principle ofitheCeltse, particularly 
the Scandinavians, was, that force made the 
foundation of right, and that victory was a proof 
of juftice. They referred every thing to war, 
by the fpirit of which they were folely ani- 
matedj and haftened from one expedition to- 
another, in order to amafs booty. 

Fatigues, wounds,, and arms, were in fome 
meafure, fports of their infancy and youth. 
Even the name of fear was prohibited to be mentioned in the mofi: dreadful dangers. The 
women, as well as the men, ddpifed death; to 
which they not only fubmittted with intrepidity, 
but frequently affected to meet it with marks of 
joy. Charlemagne prevented the irruptions of 
thefe northern tribes, by eftabliflung a naval force, 
which guarded the mouths of the rivers. Un- der Louis Debonnaire they fpread an alarm in 
France; and under Charles the Bald, commit- 

ted 
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ted dreadful ravages. Their fleets, which con- 
fifted of fmall light veffels, braved the ftorms 
-of the ocean, and penetrated into every quarter. 
They laid wafte the coafts, and made their way 
into the heart of the provinces ; nor was it pof- 
fible to flop their progrefs. The government 
was incapable of taking any precaution, and the 
people having no protestor, funk under their 
fears. The fteps of thofe robbers were every 
where marked with blood and fire. They twice 
pillaged Rouen, furprifed and burnt Paris in 845, laid wafte Aquitaine and other provinces with 
fire and fword, and reduced the king to the laft 

-extremities. 

C H A P. X. 
ALFRED THE GREAT DEFEATS THE DANES. 

Ip England felt the fame fcourge with France, 
the found a faviour in a great prince. Under 
Ethelwolf, fucceflbr of Egbert, the Danes com- 
mitted many ravages, becaufe the king neglefted 
the cares of government. Three of his fons 
reigned after him, in a manner equally inglorious. 
But happily, their younger brother Alfred mount- 
ed the throne in 8 71.} a man, who feemed a pro- 
digy, in that age of horrors.' He conftantly kept 
an army on foot againft the Danes, and had gained 
feveral victories over them. But new fwarms of 
pirates coming inceflantly to join the former, 

his 
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his troops were difcouraged, and abandoned 
him. He was therefore obliged to difguife him- 
felf like a peafant, and to live for fome months in 
the houfe of a fhepherd ; after which he fortified 
himfelf in a morafs, and from thence made incur- 
fions on the enemy, watching an opportunity to 
vanquifh them. 

Being at laft informed that an Englifh noble- 
man had beaten the Danes in a rencounter, he 
quitted his retreat, drefTed himfelf like a poor 
fidler, entered their camp with fgcurity, amufed 
and deceived them, examined every part of it, 
was witnefs to their negleft of difcipline and 
blind confidence, formed the plan of an attack, 
and withdrew to put it in execution. Soon after, 
he gave notice where he was, and aflembled his 
beft fubjefts, who thought that he was dead. 
Multitudes flocked to his ftandard; and having 
defeated the Danes, he formed a fcheme to con- 
vert them into fubjefts. With this view he gave 
them permiffion to fettle in Northumberland, 
(which had been reduced to a defart) on condition 
that they embraced Chriftianity. This mild 
policy feemed the beft that could be purfued in 
his circumftances. The favage manners of the 
pirates might be foftened by the practice of agricul- 
ture, and the influence of religion. They might 
become the defenders of a ftate, where they had 
a fixed fettlement, and would naturally love and refpedt a beneficent monarch, who had made 
them fenfible of his valour and his refources. 
All the conditions were complied with, and Eng- 
land, at laft, had time to breathe. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

ALFRED ENCOURAGES AND CULTIVATES 
LEARNING. 

As knowledge, which enlightens the reafon, 
in order to form the manners, appeared to him 
one of the moft proper means for making his fub- 
jefts happy, he drew learned men to his court, efta- 
blifhed fchools, founded the famous univerfity of 
Oxford, and conftantly rewarded merit. He 
encouraged application to learning by his own ex- 
ample, and wrote a treatife of morality. Nei- 
ther arts, agriculture, nor commerce; in fhort, 
nothing efcaped the zeal by which he was ani- 
mated; and he fcattered, on every fide, the 
feeds of happinefs and virtue. Unhappily, too 
many obftacles prevented them from taking root, 
and they were almoft entirely deftroyed under 
the following reigns. 

CHAP. XII. 
THE CHARACTER OF ALFRED. 

Th E merit of this prince, both in private and 
public life, may, with advantage, be fet in op- 
pofition to that of any monarch or citizen, which 
the annals of any age or nation can prefent to 
us. He feems, indeed, to be the complete mo- 

del 
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del of that perfect character, which, under the 
denomination of a fage or wife man, the philofo- 
phers have been fond of delineating, rather as a 
fiftion of their imagination, than in hopes of ever 
feeing it reduced to practice. So happily were 
all his virtues tempered together; fo juftly were 
they blended, and fo powerfully did each pre- 
vent the other from exceeding its proper bounds. 
He knew how to conciliate the moft enterpriling 
fpirit with the cooled moderation; the moft obfti- 
nate perfeverance, with the eafieft flexibility; the 
moft fevere juftice, with the greateft lenity; the 
greateft vigour in command, with the greateft 
affability of deportment ; the higheft capacity and 
inclination for fcience, with the moft Aiming ta- 
lents for adlioh. His civil and his military vir- 
tues are almoft equally the objects of our admi- 
ration; excepting only, that the former being 
more rare among princes, as well as more ufeful, 
feem chiefly to challenge our applaufe. 

Natu<8« alfo, as if defirous that fo bright a 
producUorv of her ikill fliould be fet in the faireft 
light, had bellowed on him all bodily accomplilh- 
ments, vigour of limbs, dignity of fliape and air, 
and a pleafant, engaging and open countenance. 

Fortune alone, by throwing him into that 
barbarous age, deprived him of hiftorians worthy 
to tranfmit his fame to pofterity; and we with 
to fee him delineated in more lively colours, and 
with more particular ftrokes, that we may at leaft 
perceive fome of thofe fmall fpecks and blemilhes, from which, as a man, it is impoflible he could 
be entirely exempted. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 
Of CANUTE. 

The Danes had contended for the crown 
of England upwards of 200 years, in which time 
were fought fifty-four battles by land, and thirty- 
eight by fea, befides fkirmifhes and fieges, at- 
tended with the lofs of an infinite number of 
men ; yet they poflefled it only four years, under 
three monarchs, the moft famous of whom was 
Canute the Great. 

Canute fucceeded to the throne in the year 
1017. He foon ingratiated himfelf with his new 
fubjects. By rebuilding their cities, churches, 
and abbeys, by leflening their taxes, and by 
entrufting them with the higheft offices, and 
even with the command of his armies, he foon 
won the hearts of the Engliffi, by whglj* affift- 
ance he obliged the king of Scotland to pay him 
tribute, and conquered Norway. L •> 

Towards the latter end of his life, he be- 
came humble and truly pious. As he was one 
day {landing on the fea-ffiore, a flatterer in his 
train told him, that he was king both of earth 
and fea. Upon which, fitting down, he ordered 
the tide not to wet his feet, nor proceed any far- 
ther ; but having ftaid there till the water fur- 
rounded him, he turned to the flatterer, and 
faid, “ See here, how vain is earthly grandeur, 
and how weak all human force ! God alone is 
king of the land, and of the fea } Him let us 
worfhip and adore.” 

C CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
OF THE.NORMAN CONQUEST. 

WILLIAM, Duke of Normandy, founded his claim to the Englifh crown on a pretended 
will of Edward the Confeflbr in his favour; 
which he feconded by an oath extorted from 
Harold, when fhipwrecked on the coaft of France, 
that he would never afpire to the fucceffion, 
and by which he bound himfelf to fupport the 
pretentions of William. The will Harold knew 
to be without foundation, and the oath he en- 
tirely difregarded, as it had both been drawn 
from him by the fear of violence, and was in 
itfelf unlawful, unlefs William had been appointed 
fuecellbr by the king, or chofen by the people; 
he therefore replied to the Norman ambafladors, 
who fummoned him to relign the kingdom, 
that he was determined ftrenuoufly to maintain 
the national liberties, with which he had been 
intrufted, and that the fame moment fliould put 
a period to his life and his government. 

This anfwer was no other than what William 
expected; he was therefore prepared for it. 
Having early in the fummer raifed a numerous 
army, he fitted out a ftrong fleet, and on the 
twenty-ninth of September, x 066, landed at Pe- 
venfy in Suflex; thence proceeding to Haftings, 
he built a ftrong fort, and in the place called Bat- 
tle-Field, engaged the army of Harold, when a 
moft bloody battle enfued -, which, though loft, 
was fought with the utmoft bravery by the Englifh, 

notwithftanding 



MODERN HISTO R Y. 27 
notwithftanding the diflike they had conceived to 
Harold. In this engagement William had three 
horfes killed under him, and a great number of 
his Normans flain; and Harold loft his life, toge- 
ther with the lives of many of the nobility, and 
about fixty thoufand foldiers. 

Historians tell us, that the lofs of this battle 
was, in a great meafure, owing to a long peace 
which the Englilh had enjoyed, and in which 
they had negle&ed the military arts, and aban- 
doned themfelves to luxury and idlenefs; and to 
this, we may fuppofe, the licentioufnefs of the 
clergy, the effeminacy, gluttony, and oppreffioix 
of the nobility, and the drunkennefs and diffolute 
behaviour of the common people, did not a little 
contribute. 

It is likewife to be obferved, that the Nor- 
mans had the advantage of the Ipng bows, of the 
ufe of which the Englifh were then ignorant. ■But notwithftanding thefe, the Englilh with bills, 
their ancient weapons, kept fo clofe together, that 
they were impregnable? and the Normans would ■never have obtained the victory, had they not 
pretended to fly, and by that means brought the 
Englifli into diforder. 

C '2 C H A ?. 
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C H A P. XV. 
INSTITUTIONS AND LAWS OF WILLIAM THE 

-CONQUEROR. 
Harold being (lain in battle, William, who 
was about 40 years of age, marched to London, 
where he claimed the crown by the teftament of 
King Edward the Confeflbr. On his way to that 
city, he was met by a large body of the men of 
Kent, each with a bough or limb of a tree in his 
hand. This army was headed by Stigand the 
Archbifhop, who made a fpeech to the Conqueror, 
in which he boldly demanded the prefervation of 
their liberties, and let him know that they were 
refolved rather to die, than to part with their 
laws, and live in bondage. 

William thought proper to grant their de- 
mands •> and fullered them to retain their ancient 
cuftoms. 

Upon his coronation at Weliminfter, he was 
fworn to govern by the laws of the realm; and 
though he introduced fome new forms, yet he 
preferved to the Englifh their trials by juries, and 
the borough law. He inftituted the courts of 
Chancery and Exchequer ; but at the fame time 
difarmed his Engliih fubjetts, and forbid their 
having any light in their houfes after eight o’clock 
at night, when a bell was rung, called Curfew, 
or cover-lire, at the found of which all were 
obliged to put out their fires and candles. He 
conquered leveral powers who invaded England ; 
obliged the Scots to prcferve the peace they had broken, 
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broken; compelled the Welch to pay him tribute; 
refufed to pay homage to the Pope; built the 
tower of London •> and had all public afts made in 
the Norman tongue. He caufed a general furvey 
of all the lands of England to be made, and an 
account to be taken of the inhabitants and live 
ftock upon each eftate all which were recorded 
in a book, called Doomfday-Book, which is now 
kept in the Exchequer. 

But the repofe of this fortunate and victorious king was difturbed in his old age, by the rebellion 
of his eldeft fon Robert, who had been appointed 
governor of Normandy, but now aflumed the go- 
vernment as fovereign of that province, in which 
he was favoured by the king of France. And here 
we have the rife of the wars between England and 
France; which have continued longer, drawn 
more noble blood, and been attended with more 
memorable atchievements, than any other nati- 
onal quarrel we read of, in ancient or modem 
hiftory. 

William feeing a war inevitable, entered up- 
on it with his ufual vigour, and, with incredible 
celerity, tranfporting a brave Englifli army, in- 
vaded France, where he was every where victori- 
ous, but died before he had finifhed the war, 
in the year 1087, the fixty-firft year of his age, 
and twenty-firft of his reign in England, and 
was buried in his own abbey at Caen in Nor- 
mandy. 

c3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE NORMAN CONQUEST. 

By the Norman conqueft, England not only 
loft the true line of her ancient Saxon kings, but 
alfo her principal nobility, who either fell in bat- 
tle, in defence of their country and liberties, or 
fled to foreign countries, particularly Scotland, 
where being kindly received by king Malcolm, 
they eftablifhed themfelves; and what is very re- 
markable, introduced the Saxon, or Englifh, 
which has been the prevailing language of the 
Lowlands of Scotland to this day. 

On the other hand, England, by virtue of the- 
conqueft, became much greater, both in domi- 
nion and power, by the accefixon of fo much terri- 
tory upon the continent. For though the Nor- 
mans, by the conqueft, gained much of the 
Englifh lands and riches, yet England gained the 
large and fertile dukedom of Normandy, which 
became a province to this crown. England like- 
wife gained much by the increafe of naval power, 
and multitude of fhips, wherein Normandy then 
abounded. This, with the perpetual intercourfe 
between England and the continent, gave us an 
increafe of trade and commerce, and of treafure 
to the crown and kingdom, as appeared foon af- 
terwards. 

England, by the conqueft, gained likewife a 
natural right to the dominion of the Channel, 
which had been before acquired only by the 
greater naval power of Edgar, and other Saxon kings. 
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kings. But the dominion of the narrow feas feems 
naturally to belong, like that of rivers, to thofe 
who poflefs the banks or coafts, on both tides, 
and fo to have ftrengthened the former title, by 
fo long a coaft, as that of Normandy on one fide, 
and of England on the other fide of the Channel. 
This dominion of the Channel, though we have 
long ago loft all our pofleflions in France, we con- 
tinue to defend and maintain, by the bravery of 
our feamen, and the fuperior ftrength of our navy 
to any other power. 

CHAP. XVII. 
THE CHARACTER OF WILLIAM THE CONQJJEROR, 

BY LORD LYTTLETON. 

The character of this prince has feldom been 
fet in its true light; fome eminent writers having 
been dazzled fo much by the more fhining parts 
of it, that they have hardly feen his faults; while 
others, out of a ftrong deteftation of tyranny, have 
been unwilling to allow him the praife he de- 
ferves. 

He may with juftice be ranked among the 
greateft generals any age has produced. There was united in him activity, vigilance, intrepidity, 
caution, great force of judgment, and never-fail- ing prefence of mind. He was ftritt in his difei- 
pline, and kept his foldiers in perfect obedience ; 

C 4 yet 
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yet preferved their affection. Having been from 
his very childhood, continually in war, and at 
the head of armies, he joined to all the capacity 
that genius could give, all the knowledge and 
Ikill that experience could teach, and was a per- 
fect mailer of the military art, as it was pra£tifed 
in the time wherein he lived. 

His conftitution enabled , him to endure any 
hardfhips, and very few were equal to him in per- 
fonal ftrength, which was an excellence of more 
importance than it is now, from the manner of 
fighting then in ufe. It is faid of him, that none 
except himfelf could bend his bow. 

His courage was heroic, and he poflefled it 
not only in the field, but (which is more uncom- 
mon) in the cabinet, attempting great things 
with means that to other men appeared totally un- 
equal to fuch undertakings, and fteadily profecut- 
Ing what he had boldly refolved, being never dis- 
turbed ' or difheartened by difficulties, in the 
courfe of his enterprizes ; but having that noble 
vigour of mind, which, inftead of bending to op- 
pofition, rifes againfi it, and feems to have a 
power of controlling and commanding Fortune 
herfelf. 

Nor was he lefs fuperior to pleafure than to 
fear. No luxury foftened him, no riot difor- 
dered, no floth relaxed. It helped not a little to 
maintain the high refpeft his fubjedts had for him, 
that the majefty of his character was never let 
down, by any incontinence, or indecent excefs. 
His temperance and his chaflity were conllant 
guards, that fecured his mind from all weaknefs, 
Supported its dignity, and kept it always, as it 
were, on the throne. Through 
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Through his whole life, he had no partner of 

his bed, but his queen ; a moft extraordinary vir- 
tue in one who had lived, even from his eaflieft 
youth, amidft all the licence of camps, the allure- 
ments of a court, and feduttions of fovereign 
power! Had he kept his oaths to his people, as 
well as he did his marriage vow, he would have 
been the beft of kings; but he indulged other 
paffions of a worfe nature, and infinitely more 
detrimental to the public than thofehe reftrained. 
A luft of power, which no regard to juftice could 
limit, the moft unrelenting cruelty, and the moft 
infatiable avarice poflefled his foul. 

It is true, indeed, that among many a&s of 
extreme inhumanity, fome fhining inftances of 
great clemency may be produced, that were either 
effetts of his policy, which taught him the me- 
thod of acquiring friends, or of his magnanimity, 
which made him flight a weak and fubdued ene- 
my, fuch as was Edgar Atheling, in whom he 
found neither fpirit nor talents, able to contend 
with him for the crown. But where he had no 
advantage nor pride in forgiving, his nature dif- 
covered itfelf to be utterly void of all fenfe of com- 
paflion; and fome barbarities, which he com- 
mitted, exceeded the bounds that even tyrants 
and conquerors preferibe to themfelves. 

Most of our ancient Hiftorians gave him the 
character of a very religious prince; but his reli- 
gion was after the fafhion of thofe times, belief 
without examination, and devotion without piety. It was a religion that prompted him to endow mo- 
nafteries, and at the fame time allowed him to pil- 
lage kingdoms ; that threw him on his knees be- 

C 5 fore 
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fore a relic or crofs, but fuffered him unreftrairred 
to trample upon the liberties and rights of man- 
kind. 

As to his wifdom in government, of which 
fome modern writers have fpoken very highly, he 
was, indeed, fo far wife, that, through a long 
unquiet reign, he knew how to fupport oppreffion 
by terror, and employ the prbpereft means for 
carrying on a very iniquitous and violent admini- 
ftration. But that, which alone deferves the 
name of wifdom, in the character of a king, the 
maintaining of authority, by the exercife of thofe 
virtues which make the happinefs of his people, 
was what, with all his abilities, he does not ap- 
pear to have poffelTed. 

Nor did he excel in thofe foothing and popular 
arts, which fometimes change the complexion of 
tyranny, and give it a fallacious appearance of 
freedom. His government was harfli, and defpo- 
tic, violating even the principles of that confti- 
tution, which he himfelf had eftabliflied. Yet 
fo far he performed the duty of a fovereign, that 
he took care to maintain a good police in his. 
realm curbing licentioufnefs with a ftrong hand, 
which, in the tumultuous ftate of his government, 
was a great and difficult work. 

How well he performed it, we may learn even 
from the teftimony of a contemporary Saxon hifto- 
rian, who fays, that during his reign, a man 
might have travelled in perfect fecurity all over 
the kingdom, with his bofom full of gold; nor 
durft any kill another, in'revenge of the greateft 
offences, nor offer violence to the chaftity of a 
woman. But it was a poor compenfation, that 
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the highways were fafe, when the courts of juftice 
were dens of thieves, and when almoft every man 
in authority, or in office, ufed his power to op- 
prefs and pillage the people. 

The king himfelf did not only tolerate, but en- 
courage, fupport, and even {hare thefe extortions. 
Though the greatnefs of the ancient landed eftate 
of the crown, and the feudal profits to which he 
was legally entitled, rendered him one of the 
richeft monarchs in Europe, he was not content with all .that opulence; but by authorifing the 
fheriffs, who oolledted his revenues in the feveral 
counties, to praftife the moft grievous vexations 
and abufes, for the railing of them higher ; by a 
perpetual auction of the crown lands, fo that none 
of his tenants could be fecure of polTeffion, if any 
other would come and offer more; by various ini- 
quities in the court of Exchequer, which was en- 
tirely Norman; by forfeitures wrongfully taken; 
and laftly, by arbitrary and illegal taxations, he 
drew into his treafury much too great a proportion 
of the wealth of his kingdom. 

It muft however be owned, that if his avarice 
was infatiably and unjuftly rapacious, it was not 
meanly parfimonious, nor of that fordid kind, 
which brings on a prince difhonour and contempt. 
He fupported the dignity of his crown, with a 
decent magnificence, and though he never was 
lavifh, he fometimes was liberal, more efpeclally 
to his foldiers and to the church. But looking on 
money as a neceffary means of maintaining and 
increaling power, he defired to accumulate as 
much as he could, rather, perhaps, from an am- 
bitious than a covetous nature; at leaft his avarice 
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was fubfervient to his ambition, and he laid up 
wealth in his coffers, as he did arms in his maga- 
zines, to be drawn out, when any proper occafion 
required it, for the defence and enlargement of 
his dominions. 

Upon the whole, he had many great qualities, 
but few virtues; and if thofe actions, which moft 
particularly diftinguifh the man or the king, are 
impartially confidered, we fhall find, that in his 
character, there is much to admire, but ftill more 
•to abhor. 

CHAP. XVIII. 
THE PROGRESS OF SOCIETY IN EUROPE, FROM 

THE SETTLEMENT OF THE MODERN NATIONS, 
TO THE MIDDLE OF THE ELEVENTH CENTURY. 

Though the northern invaders wanted tafte 
to value the Roman arts, laws, or literature, they 
generally embraced the religion of the conquered: 
and the mild and benevolent fpirit of Chriftianity 
would doubtlefs have foftened their favage man- 
ners, had not their minds been already infefted 
by a barbarous fuperftition; which, mingling it- 
felf with Chriffiari principles and ceremonies, pro- 
duced that abfurd mixture of violence, devotion, 
and folly, which has fo long difgraced the Romifh 
Church, and which formed the character of the 
middle ages. The clergy were gainers, but Chris- tianity 
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tianity was a lofer by the converfion of the Barba- 
rians. They rather changed the object, than the 
fpirit of their religion. 

The Chriftian emperors had enriched the 
church. They had lavifhed on it privileges and 
immunities. Thefe feducing advantages had but 
too much contributed to a relaxation of difcipline, 
and the introduction of diforders, more or lefs 
hurtful, which had altered the fpirit of the gof- 
pel. 

Under the dominion of the Barbarians, thd 
degeneracy increafed, till the pure principles of 
Chriftianity were loft in a grofs fuperftition, which, 
inftead of afpiring to fanCtity and virtue, the only 
facrifice which can render a rational being accept- 
able to the great Author of order and of excel- 
lence, endeavoured to conciliate the favour of 
God, by the fame means that fatisfied the juftice 
of men, or by thofe employed to appeafe their 
fabulous deities. 

Such of the Barbarians as entered into orders 
carried their ignorance and original prejudices 
along with them. They made a myftery of the 
moft neceifary fciences. Truth was not permitted 
to fee the light, and reafon was fettered in the 
cell of fuperftition. 

The priefts invented fables to awe the people 
into fubmiffion. They employed the fpiritual 
arms in defence of their temporal goods. They 
changed the mild language of charity into fright- 
ful anathemas. The religion of Jefus breathed 
nothing but terror. To the thunder of the church, 
the inftrument of fo many wars and revolutions, 

they 
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they joined the afliftance of the fword. Warlike 
prelates, clad in armour, combated for their pof- 
feffions, or to ufurp thofe of others. 

Without arts, fciences, commerce, policy, 
principle, almoft all the European nations were as 
barbarous and wretched as they could poflibly be, 
unlefs a miracle had been wrought for the difgrace 
of humanity. Charlemagne indeed in France, 
and Alfred the Great in England, as we have al- 
ready had occafion to fee, endeavoured to difpel 
this darknefs, and tame their fubjects to the re- 
ftraints of law; and they were fo fortunate as to 
fucceed. Light and order diftinguifhed their 
reigns. But the ignorance and barbarifm of the 
age were too powerful for their liberal inftitutions. 
The darknefs returned, after their time, more 
thick and heavy than before, and fettled over 
Europe, and fociety again tumbled into chaos. 

Letters began to revive in the eleventh cen- 
tury; but what letters! A fcientifical jargon, a 
fade logic, employed about words, without con- 
veying any idqa of things, compofed the learning 
of thofe times. It confounded every thing, in endeavouring to analyfe every thing. As the new 
fcholars were principally divines, theological mat- 
ters chiefly engaged their attention: and, as they 
neither knew hiftory, philofophy, nor crkicifm, 
their labours were as futile as their enquiries, 
which were equally difgraceful to reafon and 
religion. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
OF THE FEUDAL SYSTEM, AND ITS PREVALENCY 

DURING THE TENTH CENTURY. 
THE Goths and Vandals, who difmembered 
the Roman empire, confidered their conquefts as 
common property, in which all had a right to 
jhare, as all had contributed to acquire them; nor 
was any obligation whatfoever, entailed on pof- 
feflions thus obtained. Every one was the king 
of his own little territory. But after fettling in 
the Roman provinces, where they had their ac- 
quifitions to maintain, not only againft the anci- 
ent inhabitants, but alfo againft the inroads of 
new invaders, they faw the neceffity of a clofer 
union, and of relinquifhing fome of their private 
rights for public fafety. 

They continued, therefore, to acknowledge 
the general, who had led them to conqueft. He 
was confidered as the head of the colony. He 
had the largeft fhare of the conquered lands; and 
every free man, or every inferior officer and 
foldier, upon receiving a ffiare according to his 
military rank, bound himfelf to appear againft 
the enemies of the community. 

This new divifion of property, and the obliga- 
tions confequent upon it, gave rife to a fpecies of 
government formerly unknown, and which is now diftinguiffied by the name of the Feudal 
Syftem. 

Towards the clofe of the tenth century, the 
feudal policy was become yniverfal. The dukes 

or 
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or governors of provinces, the marquifes employed 
to guard the marches, and even the counts in- 
trufted with adminiftration of juftice, all origi- 
nally officers of the crown, had made themfelves 
matters of their duchies, marquifates, and coun- 
ties. The king indeed, as fuperior lord, ftill re- 
ceived homage from them for thofe lands, which 
they held of the crown, and which, in default of 
heirs, returned to the royal domain. He had a 
right of calling them out to war, of judging them 
in his court by their alTembled peers, and of con- 
fifcating their eftates in cafe of rebellion; but in 
all other refpedls, they themfelves enjoyed the 
rights of royalty. They had their fub-vaflals, or 
i'ubjedls; they made laws, held courts, coined 
money in their own name, and levied war againft 
their private enemies. 

The moft frightful diforders arofe from this 
ftate of feudal anarchy. Force decided all. things 
Europe was one great field of battle; where the 
weak ftruggled for freedom, and the ftrong for 
dominion. The king was without power, and 
the nobles without principle. They were tyrants 
at home, and robbers abroad. Nothing remained 
to be a check upon ferocity and violence. The 
Scythians, in their deferts, could not be Ifefs in- 
debted to the laws of fociety, than the Europeans^ 
during the period under review. The people, the 
moft numerous, as well as the moft ufeful clafs in 
the community, were either aftual flaves, or ex- 
pofed to fo many miferies, arifing from pillage and 
oppreffion, to one or ct her of which they were a 
continual prey, and oft en to both, that many of 
them made a voluntary forrender of their liberty, 
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for bread and proteftion. What muft have been 
the ftate of that government, where flavery was 
an eligible condition! 

CHAP. XX. 
OF CHIVALRY. 

Mr. Hume obferves, that there is a point of depreflion, as well as of exaltation, beyond which 
human affairs feldom pafs, and from which they 
naturally return in a contrary progrefs. This ut- 
moft point of decline fociety feems to have attained 
in Europe, about the beginning of the eleventh 
century; and, accordingly, from that aera, we 
can trace a fucceffion of caufes and events, which, 
with different degrees of influence, contributed 
to abolifh anarchy and barbarifm, and to intro- 
duce order and politenefs. 

Among the firft of thefe caufes we muft rank 
Chivalry; which, as the elegant and inquifitive Dr. Robertfon remarks, though commonly con- 
fxdered as a wild inftitution, the refult of caprice 
and the fource of extravagance, arofe naturally 
from the ftate of fociety in thofe times, and had a 
very feries eff’edf in refining the manners of the 
European nations. 

The feudal ftate, as has been obferved, was a 
ftate of perpetual war, rapine, and anarchy. The 
weak and unarmed were expofed, every moment, 

to 
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to infults or injuries. The power of the fove- 
reign was too limited to prevent th|efe wrongs, 
and the legiflative authority too feeble to redrefs 
them. There was fcarce any flicker from violence 
and dppreflion, except what the valour and gene- 
rofity of private perfons afforded -r and the arm 
of the brave was the only tribunal, to which the 
helplefs could appeal for juftice. The trader 
could no longer travel in fafety, or bring to mar- 
ket his commodities, without which there was no 
f'ubfifting. Every pofTeffor of a caftle pillaged 
them, or laid them under contribution; and 
many, not only plundered the merchants, but 
carried off all the women that fell in their way. 

Slight inconveniencies may be overlooked or endured; but when abufes grow to a certain 
height, the fociety mufl; reform, or go to ruin. 
It becomes the bufmefs of all to difcover, and to 
apply fuch remedies as will moft effedtually remove 
them. Humanity fprung from the bofom of vio- 
lence, and relief from the hand of rapacity. 
Thofe licentious and tyrannic nobles, who had 
been guilty of every fpecies of outrage, and every 
mode of oppreffion; who, equally unjuft, unfeel- 
ing and fuperftitious, had made pilgrimages, and 
had pillaged ; who had maffacred, and done pen- 
nance ; touched at laft by a fenfe of natural equity, 
and fwayed by the conviction of a common in- 
tereft, formed affociations for the redrefs of pri- 
vate wrongs, and the prefervation of public, 
fafety. So honourable was the origin of an infti- 
tution generally reprefented as whimfical. 

The young warrior among the ancient Ger- 
mans, as well as among the modern knights, was armed, 
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armed, for the firft time, with certain ceremonies 
proper to infpire martial ardour; but chivalry, 
confidered as a civil and military inftitution, is as 
late as the eleventh century. The previous dif- 
cipline and folemnities of initiation are to be found 
in books of knighthood. Valour, humanity, 
courtefy, juftice, honour, were its charadlerifties. 
To theie were added religion; which, by infufing 
a large portion of enthufiaftic zeal, carried them 
all to a romantic excefs, wonderfully fuited to the 
genius of the age, and productive of the greateft 
and moft permanent eftefts, both upon policy and 
manners. 

War was carried on with lefs ferocity, when 
humanity, no lefs than courage, came to be 
deemed the ornament of knighthood; and knight- 
hood a diftinCtion fuperior to royalty, and an ho- 
nour, which princes were proud to receive from 
the hands of private gentlemen. More gentle 
and polilhed manners were introduced, when 
courtefy was recommended as the moft amiable 
of knightly virtues, and every knight devoted 
himfelf to the fervice of a lady. Violence and 
oppreffion decreafed, when it was accounted me- 
ritorious to check and punilh them. A fcrupulous 
adherence to truth, with the moft religious atten- 
tion to fulfil every engagement, but particularly 
thofe between the fexes, as more eafily violated, 
became the diftinguifhing character of a gentle- 
man, becaufe chivalry was regarded as the fchool 
of honour, and inculcated the moft delicate fenfi- 
bility with refpedt to that point; and valour, fe- 
conded by fo many motives of love, religion, and 
virtue, became altogether irrefiftible. 

That 
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That the fpirit of chivalry fometimes rofe to 

an extravagant height, and had often a pernici- 
ous tendency, muft however be allowed. In 
Spain, under the influence of a romantic gal- 
lantry, it gave birth to a feries of wild adventures, 
which have been defervedly ridiculed. In the 
train of Norman ambition, it extinguifhed the li- 
berties of England, and deluged Italy in blood; 
and we fhall foon fee it, at the call of fuperftition, 
and as the engine of papal power, defolate Afia 
under the banner of the crofs. But thefe ought 
not to be confidered as arguments againft an infti- 
tution, laudable in itfelf, and neceflary at the time 
of its foundation. And thofe, who pretend to 
defpife it, the advocates of ancient barbarifm and 
ancient rufticity, ought to remember, that chi- 
valry not only firfl: taught mankind to carry the 
civilities of peace into the operations of war, and 
to mingle politenefs with the ufe of the fword, 
but roufed the human foul from its lethargy, invi- gorated the human character, even while it fof- 
tened it, and produced exploits, which antiquity 
cannot parallel. Nor ought they to forget, that 
it gave variety, elegance, and pleafure, to the in- 
tercourfe of life, by making woman a more eflen- 
tial part of Society; and is therefore entitled to 
our gratitude, though the point of honour, and 
the refinements in gallantry, its more _ doubtful 
effedts, Ihould be excluded from the improve- 
ments in modern manners. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXL 

©F THE FIRST CRUSADE TO THE HOLY LAND, 
IN ORDER TO DRIVE THE INFIDELS FROM 
JERUSALEM. A. D. IO96. 

POPE Gregory VII. among his other vaft ideas, 
had formed the projeft of uniting the weftern 
Chriftians againft the Mahometans, and of reco- ▼ering Paleftine from the hands of thofe infidels 
and his quarrels with the Emperor Henry IV. by 
which he declared himfelf an enemy to the civil 
power of princes, only could have obftructed the 
progrefs of this undertaking, conduced by fo able 
a politician, at a time when the minds of men 
were fo fully prepared for fuch an enterprize. 

The work, however, was referved for a meaner 
i-nftrument; for a man, whofe condition could 
excite no jealoufy, and whofe head was as weak as 
his imagination was warm. But before we men- 
tion this man, it will be neceflary to fay a few words 
of the ftate of the Eaft at that time, and of the 
pafiion for pilgrimages, which then prevailed in 
Europe. 

We naturally view, with veneration and de- 
light, thofe places which have been the refidence 
of any illuftrious perfonage, or the fcene of any great Iran faction. Hence the enthufiafm with 
which the literati ftill vifit the ruins of Athens 
and Rome; and hence flowed the fuperftitious de- 
votion with which Chriftians, from the earlieft 
ages of the church, were accuftomed to vifit that 

country, 
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country, where their religion had taken its rife, 
and that city, in which the Meffiah had died for 
the redemption of thofe who believe in his name. 

Pilgrimages to the Ihrines of martyrs and 
faints were alfo common. But as this diftant pil- 
grimage could not be performed without coniider- 
able expence, fatigue and danger, it appeared 
(for thefe reafons, as well as its fuperior fanftity) 
more meritorious than all others, and came to be 
confidered as an expiation for almoft every crime. 
And an opinion, which prevailed over Europe 
towards the clofe of the tenth and the beginning 
of the eleventh century, increafed the number 
and the ardour of the credulous devotees, who undertook this tedious journey. 

The thoufand years mentioned by St. John, in 
his book of Revelation, were fuppofed to be ac- complifhed, and the end of the world at hand. 
A general confternation feized the minds of Chriftians ; many relinquifhed their pofieffions, 
abandoned their friends and families, and hurried 
with precipitation to the Holy Land, where they 
imagined that Chrift would fuddenly appear to 
judge the quick and the dead. 

But the Chriftians, in thefe pious journies, had 
the mortification to fee the holy fepulchre, and the 
other places made facred by the prefence of the 
Saviour, fallen into the hands of infidels. The 
followers and the countrymen of Mahomet had 
early made themfelves mafters of Paleftine, which 
the Greek empire, far in its decline, was unable 
to protect againft fo warlike an enemy. They 
gave little difturbance, however, to thofe zealous 
pilgrims who daily flocked to Jerufalem; and they allowed 
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allowed every perfon, after paying a moderate tri- 
bute, to vilit the holy fepulchre, to perform his re- 
ligious duties, and to return in peace. 

Bur the Turks, a Tartar tribe, who had alfo 
embraced Mahometifm, having wrefted Syria from 
the Saracens, about the middle of the eleventh 
century, and made themfelves mailers of Jerufa- 
lem, pilgrims were expofed to outrages of every 
kind from thefe fierce barbarians. And this change 
coinciding with the panic of the confummation of 
all things, and the fuppofed appearance of Chrill 
on Mount Sion, filled Europe with alarm and in- 
dignation. Every perfon who returned from Pa- 
leftine, related the dangers which he had encoun- 
tered in vifiting the holy city, and defcribed, with 
exaggeration, the cruelty and vexations of the 
Turks ; who, to ufe the language of thofe zealots, 
not only profaned the fepulchre of the Lord by 
their prefence, but derided the facred mylleries in 
the very place of their completion, and where the 
Son of God was fpeedily expelled to judge the 
world. 

CHAP. XXII. 
PETER THE HERMIT EXCITES BOTH PRINCES AND 

PEOPLE TO THIS EXPEDITION. 
While the minds of men were thus roufed, a fanatical monk, commonly known by the name 
of Peter the Hermit, a native of Amiens in Pi- 
cardy, revived the projett of Gregory VII. of 

leading 
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leading all the forces of Chriftendom againft the 
Infidels, and of driving them out of the Holy 
Land. He had made the pilgrimage to Jerufa- 
lem, and was fo deeply affecled with the danger 
to which that aft of piety now expofed chriftians, 
that he ran from province to province on his re- 
turn, with a crucifix in his hand, exciting princes 
and people to this holy war; and wherever he 
came, he kindled the fame enthufiaftic ardour for 
it, with which he himfelf was animated. 

Urban II. who had at firft been doubtful of the 
fuccefs of fuch a projeft, at length entered into 
Peter’s views, and fummoned a council at Pla- 
centia, which was obliged to be held in the open 
fields, no hall being fufficient to contain the mul- 
titude. It confifted of four thoufand ecclefiaftics, 
and thirty thoufand feculars, who all declared for 
the war againft the infidels, but none of them 
heartily engaged in the enterprize. Urban, there- 
fore, found it neceflary to call another council the 
fame year at Clermont in Auvergne, where the 
greateft prelates, nobles, and princes attended ; 
and when the pope and the hermit had concluded 
their pathetic exhortations, the whole aflembly, as 
if impelled by an immediate infpiration, exclaimed 
with one voice ; “ It is the will of God ! It is 
the will of God !” Words which were deemed fo 
memorable, and believed to be fo much the re- 
fult of a divine influence, that they were employed 
as the motto on the facred ftandard, and as the 
fignal of rendezvous and battle, in all the future 
exploits of the champions of the Crofs ; the fym- 
bol chofen by the devoted combatants, as the 
badge of union, and affixed to their right fhoulder. 
Hence their expedition got the name of a Crufade. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 
OF THE NUMBER OF ADVENTURERS. 

Persons of all ranks flew to arms with the 
utmoft ardour; not only the gallant nobles of that 
age, with martial followers, whom the boldnefs of 
a romantic enterprize might have been apt to al- 
lure, but men in the more humble and pacific Ra- 
tions of life; ecclefiaftics of every order; and 
even women, concealing their fex beneath the 
difguHe of armour, engaged with emulation in an 
undertaking, which was deemed fo facred and me- 
ritorious. The greateft criminals were forward in 
a fervice, which they regarded as a propitiation 
for all their crimes, if they fucceeded, they 
hoped to make their fortune in this world; and if 
they died, they were promifed a crown of glory 
in the world to come. Devotion, pafSon, preju- 
dice, and habit, all contributed to the fame end; 
and the combination of fo many caufes produced 
that wonderful emigration, which made the prin- 
cefs Anna Commena fay, “ that Europe loofened 
from its foundation, and impelled by its moving 
principle, feemed in one united body to precipi- 
tate itfelf upon Afia.” 

The number of adventurers foon became fo 
great, that their more experienced leaders, Hugh, 
count of Vermandois, brother to the French 
king,, Robert, duke of Normandy, Raymond, 
count of Thouloufe, Godfrey of Bouillon, prince of Brabant, and Stephen, count of Blois, became 
apprehenfive, left the greatnefs of the armament 

D fbould 
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fliould defeat its purpofe fo that they permitted 
an undifciplined multitude, computed at three 
hundred thoufand men, to go before them, un- 
der the command of Peter the Hermit, Walter 
the Moneylefs, and other wild fanatics. 

Peter and his army, before which he walked 
with fandals on his feet, and a rope about his 
waift, took the road to Conftantinople, through 
Hungary and Bulgaria. Godefcald, a German 
prieft, and his banditti, took the fame route; 
and trufting that Heaven by fupernatural means, 
would fupply all their neceffities, they rtiade no 
provifion for fubfiftence on their march. But 
they foon found themfelves obliged to obtain by 
plunder what they had vainly expelled from mi- 
racles. 

Want is ingenious in fuggefting pretences for 
its fupply. Their fury firft difcharged itfelf upon 
the Jews. As the foldiers of Jefus Chrift, they 
thought themfelves authorized to take revenge 
upon his murderers. Accordingly, they fell upon 
thefe unhappy people, and put to the fword with- 
out mercy fuch as would not fubmit to baptifm, 
feizing their effects as lawful prize. 

But Jews not being every where to be found, 
thefe pious robbers, who had tafted the fweets of 
plunder, and were under no military regulations, 
pillaged without diftinction; till the inhabitants 
of the countries, through which they palled, 
rofe, and cut them almoll: all off. The Hermit 
however, and the remnant of his army, confining 
of twenty thoufand ftarving wretches, at length 
reached Conftantinople, where he received a frelh fupply 
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fupply of German and Italian vagabonds, who 
were guilty of the greateft diforders, pillaging 
even the churches. 

Asia, like Europe, was then divided into a 
number of little ftates, comprehended under the 
great ones. The Turkilh princes paid an empty 
homage to the Caliphs, but were in reality their 
mailers; and the Sultans, who were very nu- 
merous, weakened ftill further the empire of 
Mahomet by continual wars with each other, 
the neceflary cpnfequence of divided fway. 
The foldiers of the crofs therefore, who, when ■mullered on the banks of the Bofphorus, amounted 
to the incredible number of one hundred 
thoufand horfemen, and fix hundred thoufand foot, 
were lufficient to have conquered all Alia, had 
they been united under one head, or commanded 
by leaders, who obferved any concert in their ope- 
rations. But they were unhappily conduced by 
men of the moft independent, intraftable fpirits, 
unacquainted with difcipline, and enemies to civil 
or military fubordination. Their zeal, however, 
their bravery, and their irrefillible force, ftill car- 
ried them forward, and advanced them to the 
great end of their enterprize, in fpite of every 
obftacle; the fcarcity of provifions, the excefles 
of fatigue, and the influence of unknown climes. 
After an obftinate liege they took Nice, the feat 
of old Soliman, Sultan of Syria, whofe army they 
had twice defeated. They made themfelves maf- 
ters of Antioch, the feat of another Sultan, and 
entirely broke the ftrength of the Turks, who 
had fo long tyrannized over the Arabs. 

Da CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

THE CRUSADERS BESIEGE AND TAKE 
JERUSALEM. A. D. <099. 

Th E Caliph of Egypt, whofe alliance the 
Chriftians had hitherto courted, recovered, on 
the fall of the Turkilh power, the authority of 
the Caliphs in Jerufalem; upon which he lent 
ambafiadors to the leaders of the Crufade, in- 
forming them, that they might perform their re- 
ligious vows, if they came difarmed to that city; 
and that all Chriliian pilgrims, who Ihould 
thenceforth, vilit the holy fepulchre, might ex- 
pert the fame good treatment, which they had 
ever received from his predecefibrs. His offer 
was however rejected. He was required to yield 
up the city to the Chriftians; and, on his refufal, 
the champions of the Crofs advanced to the liege 
of Jerufalem, the great object of their armament, 
and the acquifition of which they confidered as 
the confummation of their labours. 

These pious adventurers were now much di- 
minifhed, by the detachments they had made, 
and the difafters they had undergone; and what 
is almoft incredible, according to the teftimony of 
inoft hiftorians, they did m*_ exceed twenty thoufand foot, and fifteen hundred horfe, while 
the garrifon of Jerufalem confifted of forty thou- 
fand men. But, be that as it may, after a fiege 
of five weeks, they took the city by affault, and 
put the garrifon and inhabitants to the fword with- 
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out diftinttion. Arms protected not the brave* 
nor fubmiflion the timid. No age nor fex was 
fpared. Infants perifhed by the fame fword that 
pierced their mothers, while imploring mercy. 
The ftreets of Jerufalem were covered with heaps 
of flain ; and the fhrieks of agony or defpair ftill 
refounded from every houfe, when thefe trium- 
phant warriors, glutted with flaughter, threw 
afide their arms, yet ftreaming with blood, and 
advanced with naked feet and bended knees to 
thefepulchre of the Prince of Peace! So incon- 
fiftent is human nature with itfelf; and fo eafily 
does fuperftition aflbciate both with the moft he- 
roic courage, and with the fierce#: barbarity. 

C H A P. XXV. 
OF HENRY THE SECOND, AND- THOMAS 

BECKET. 
Henry Plantagenet, who was crowned king 
of England, A. D. 1154, was by far the greateft 
prince of his time. He foon difcovered amazing 
abilities for government, and had performed, in 
the fixteenth year of his age, actions that would 
have dignified the moft experienced warriors. At 
his acceflion to the throjic, he found the condi- 
tion of the Englilh boroughs greatly bettered, by 
the privileges granted them in the druggies be- 
tween their late kings and the nobility. Henry 

D 3 perceived 
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perceived the good policy of this, and brought 
the boroughs to fuch a height, that if a bond- 
man or fervant remained in a borough a year and 
a day, he was by fuch refidence made free. He 
demoliflied many of the caftles that had been built 
by the barons; but when he came to touch the 
clergy, he found their ufurpation not to be fliaken. 
He perceived that the root of all their enormous 
diforders lay in Rome, where the popes had ex- 
empted church-men not only from lay courts, 
but civil taxes. The bloody cruelties and difor- 
ders, occafioned by thofe exemptions, all over 
the kingdom, would be incredible, were they not 
attefted by the moft unexceptionable evidences. 

Unfortunately for Henry, the head of the 
Englifh church, and chancellor of the kingdom, 
was the celebrated Thomas Becket. This man, 
powerful from his offices, and frill more fo by his 
popularity, arifing from a pretended fan&ity, was 
violent, intrepid, and a determined enemy to 
temporal power of every kind, but withal, cool 
and politic. The king afiembled his nobility at 
Clarendon, the name of which place is frill fa- 
mous for the conftitutions there enafred; which, 
in fail, abolilhed the authority of the Romifli See 
over the Englifh clergy. Becket finding it in vain 
to refill: the ftream, figned thofe conftitutions, till 
they could be ratified by the pope; who, as he 
forefaw, rejected them. 

Henry, though a prince of the moft determined 
fpirit of any of his time, was then embroiled with 
all his neighbours; and the See of Rome was at 
the fame time in its meridian grandeur. Becket 
having been arraigned and convicted of robbing the 
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the public, while he was chancellor, fled to 
France, where the pope and the French king 
efpoufed his quarrel. The efieft was, that all the 
Englilh clergy, who were on the king’s fide, 
were excommunicated, and the fubjects abfolved 
from their allegiance. This difconcerted Henry 
fo much, that he fubmitted to treat with, and 
even to be infulted by his rebel prelate, who re- 
turned triumphantly through the ftreets of Lon- 
don in 1170. 

C H A P. XXVI. 
'OF THE MURDER OF THOMAS BECKET. 

Nothing could exceed the infolence, with which Becket conduced himfelf, upon his firft 
landing in England. He immediately began to 
launch forth his thunders againft thofe who had 
been his former oppofers. Againfl: the Arch- 
bifhop of York he denounced fentence of fufpen- 
fion; and the Bifhops of London and Saliftmry 
he actually excommunicated. 

Henry was in Normandy, while the firi mate was thus parading through the kingdom; and it 
was not without the utmofl: indignation, that he 
received information of his turbulent infolence. 
When the fufpended and excommunicated pre- 
lates arrived with their complaints, his anger knew 
no bounds. He broke forth into the moft acri- 

D 4 monious 
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monious expreffions againft that arrogant church- 
man, whom he had raifed from the loweft ftation, 
to be the plague of his life, and the continual dif- 
turber of his government. The Archbiihop of 
York remarked to him, that fo long as Becket 
lived, he could never expect to enjoy peace or 
tranquillity; and the king himfelf burft out into, 
an exclamation, that he had no friends about him, 
otherwife he would not have been fo long expofed 
to the infults of that ungrateful hypocrite. Thefe 
words excited the attention of the whole court; 
and armed four of his moft refolute attendants to 
gratify their monarch’s fecret inclinations. The 
names of thefe knights and gentlemen of his 
houfehold were Reginal Fitz-Urfe, William de 
Tracy, Hugh de Moreville, and Richard Brito, 
who immediately communicated their thoughts, 
to each other. They inftantly bound themfelves 
by an oath to revenge their king’s quarrel; and 
fecretly retiring from court, took flapping at dif- 
ferent ports, and met the next day at the caftle 
of Saltwode, within fix miles of Canterbury. Some menacing exprefiions, which they had 
dropt, and their fudden departure, gave the king 
reafon to fufpett their defign. He therefore fent 
meflengers to overtake and forbid them, in his 
name, to commit any violence. But thefe orders 
arriveef too late to prevent their fatal purpofe. 
The confpirators being joined by fome afliftants at 
the place of their meeting, proceeded to Canter- 
bury with all that hafte their bloody intentions re- 
quired. Advancing dire&ly to Becket’s houfe, 
and entering his apartment, they reproached him 
very fiercely for the rafhnefs and the infolence of 
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his conduct; as if they had been willing to enjoy 
his terrors before they deftroyed him. Becket, 
however, was not in the leaft terrified; but vindi- 
cated his actions with that zeal and refolution, 
which nothing, probably, but the confcioufnefs of 
his innocence could infpire. The confpirators 
felt the force of his replies; and were particularly 
enraged at a charge of ingratitude, which he ob- 
jefted to three of them, who had been formerly retained in his fervice- 

During this altercation, the time approached 
for Becket to affift at Vefpers, whither he went 
unguarded, the confpirators following, and pre- 
paring for their attempt. As foon as he had 
reached the altar, where it is juft to think he afr pired at the glory of martyrdom, they all fell upon 
him; and having cloven his head with repeated 
blows, he dropt down dead before the altar of St. 
Benedict, which was befmeared with his blood 
and brains. 

CHAP. XXVII. 
of The impression which becket’s assassi- 

nation MADE ON THE PEOPLE. 

Th E circumftances of Becket’s murder, the 
place where it as perpetrated, and the fortitude, 
with which the prelate refigned himfelf to his 
fate, made a moft furprizing impreflion on the 
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people. No fooner was his death known, than 
the people rulhed into the church to fee the body 
and dipping their hands into his bipod, croffed 
themfelves with it, as with that of a faint. 

The clergy, whofe intereft it was to have 
Becket confidered as a faint, and perhaps who 
were fincere in their belief, conlidering the times 
we treat of, did qll that lay in their power to mag- 
nify his fanftity, to extol the merits of his mar- 
tyrdom, and to hold him out as the fitteft object 
for the veneration of the people. Their endea- 
vours foon prevailed. Innumerable were the mi- 
racles faid to be wrought at his tomb. It was 
mot fufficient that his Ihrine had the power of re- 
floring dead men-to life; it reftored alfo cows, 
dogs and horfes. It was reported, and believed, 
that he rofe from his coffin before he was buried, 
to light the tapers deligned for his funeral; nor 
was he remifs, when the funeral ceremony was 
over, in ftretching forth his hands to give his be- 
nedittion to the people. Thus Becket became a 
faint; and the king was ftrongly fufpetted of hav- 
ing procured his affaffination. 

Nothing could exceed the king’s confternation 
upon receiving the firft news of this prelate’s ca- 
taftrophe. He was inftantly fenfible that the mur- 
der would ultimately be imputed to him. He was 
apprized that his death would effect what his op- 
pofition could not do; and would procure thofe 
advantages to the church, which it had been the 
ftudy of his whole reign to refufe. Thefe confi- 
derations gave him the moft unfeigned concern. 
He fhut himfelf up in darknefs, refufing even the 
attendants of his domeftics. He even refufed, during 
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during three days, all nourilhment. The cour- 
tiers dreading the effedts of his regret, v/ere 
obliged to break into his folitude; and induced 
him at laft to be reconciled to a meafure that he 
could not redrels. The pope foon after being 
made fenlible of the king’s innocence, granted 
him his pardon; but upon condition that he 
would make every future fubmilhon, ajid perform 
every injundtion that the holy See Ihould require. 
All things being thus adjufted, the affaffins, who 
had murdered Becket, retired in fafety to the 
enjoyment of their former dignities and honours; 
and the king, in order to divert the minds of the 
people to a different objedt, undertook an expedi- 
tion againft Ireland, which he conquered and 
took poffeffion of. A. D. 1172. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 
KING JOHN RESIGNS HIS CROWN INTO THE 

HANDS OF THE POPE’S NUNCIO. A. D. I2I3. 
John had feveral contefts with the Pope, who 
excommunicated him, and abfolved the people of 
England from their oath of allegiance. At laft he 
informed him that he was refolved to deprive him 
of his kingdom, and to give it to Philip king of 
France. Accordingly, Philip levied a great army, and fummoning all the vafials of the crown 
to attend him at Rouen, he colledted a fleet of 

feventeen 
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feventeen hundred veffels in the lea-ports of Nor- 
mandy and Picardy, already devouring in imagi- 
nation the kingdom he was appointed to poflefs. 

John, who, unfettled and apprehenfive, fcarcely 
knew where to turn, was ftill able to make an 
ai’piring effort to receive the enemy. All hated 
as he was, on account of his bad conduft, the 
natural enmity between the French and the En- 
glilh, the name of king which he ftill retained, 
and fome remaining power, put him at the head 
of lixty thoufand men, a fufficient number in- 
deed, but not to be relied on, and with thefe he 
advanced to Dover. 

Europe now regarded the important preparati- 
ons on both fides with impatience; and the deci- 
five blow was expetted, in which the church was 
to triumph, or to be overthrown. But neither 
Philip nor John had ability equal to the pontiff by 
whom they were actuated. He appeared, on this 
occafion, too refined a politician for either. He 
only intended to make ufe of Philip’s power to in- 
timidate his refractory fon, not to deftroy him. 
He expeCted more advantages from his agreement 
with a prince, fo abjeCt both in character and for- 
tune, than from his alliance with a great and vic- 
torious monarch; who, having nothing elfe left 
to conquer, might convert his power againft his 
benefaCtor. He, therefore, fecretly commiffioned 
Pandulph, his legate, to admit of John’s fubmif- 
fion, in cafe it fhould be offered, and he diCtated 
the terms which would be proper for him to impofe.. 
In confequence of this, the legate palled through 
France, where he beheld Philip’s great armament 
ready to fet fail, and highly commended the mo- narch’s 
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narch’s zeel and expedition. From thence he 
went in perfon ; or as fome fay, fent over an en- 
voy, to Dover, under pretence of negociating 
with the barons, and had a conference with 
John upon his arrival. He there reprefented to 
this forlorn prince, the numbers of the enemy, 
the hatred of his own fubje&s, and the fecret con- 
federacy there was in England againft him. He 
intimated, that there was but one way to fecure 
him from impending danger; which was to put 
himfelf under the pope’s protection, who was a 
merciful father, and ftill willing to receive a re- 
pentant finner to his bofom. 

John was too much intimidated by the mani- 
feft danger of his lit nation, not to embrace every 
means offered for his fafety. He affented to the 
truth of the legate’s remonftrances, and took an 
oath to perform whatever ftipulations the pope 
fhould impofe. Having thus fwom to the per- 
formance of an unknown command, the artful 
Italian fo well managed the barons, and fo effectu- 
ally intimidated the king, that he perfuaded him 
to take the mod: extraordinary oath in all the 
records of hiftory, before all the people, upon 
his knees, and with his hands held up between 
thofe of the legate. 

“ I John, by the grace of God, king of Eng- land, and lord of Ireland, in order to expiate my 
fins, from my own free will, and the advice of 
my barons, give to the church of Rome, to Pope 
Innocent, and his fuccellbrs, the kingdom of 
England, and all other prerogatives of my crown. 
I will hereafter hold them as the pope’s vaffal. I 
will be faithful to God, to the church of Rome, 

to 
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to the pope my matter, and his fucceflbrs legiti- 
mately ele&ed. I promife to pay him a tribute of 
a thoufand marks yearly; to wit, feven hundred 
for the kingdom of England, and three hundred 
for the kingdom of Ireland.” Having thus done 
homage to the legate, he received the crown, 
which he had been fuppofed to have forfeited, 
while the legate trampled under his feet the tribute 
which John had confented to pay. 

Thus after all his armaments and expectations, 
Philip faw himfelf difappointed of his prey, and 
perceived that the Pope had over-reached him in 
this tranfaCtion. 

CHAP. XXIX. 
MAGNA CHARTA RESIGNED BY KING 

JOHN. A. D. I2l6. 

Th E Englifh Barons, fired with indignation 
at the meannefs of their king, had recourfe to 
arms, and demanded a re-eftablifhment of the 
laws of Edward the Confeflbr, and a renewal of 
the Charter of Henry the Firft; which being re- 
fufed by the king, they eleCted Robert Fitzwalter 
for their general, whom they dignified with the' 
titles of « Marefchal of the army of God, and of 
the Holy Church,” and proceeded without fur- 
ther ceremony to make war upon the king. They 
befieged Northampton, they took Bedford, they were 
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were joyfully received into London. They wrote 
circular letters to all the nobility and gentlemen, 
who had not declared in their favour, and me- 
naced their eftates with devaftation, in cafe of re- 
fufal or delay. 

In the mean time, the timid king was left at a 
place called Odiham in Surry, with a mean reti- 
nue of only feven knights, where he vainly endea- 
voured to avert the ftorm, by the mediation of 
his bifhops and minifters. He appealed to arch- 
bifliop Langton againft thei’e fierce remonftrants, 
little fufpecting that the primate himfelf was 
leagued againft him. He defired him to fulmi- 
nate the thunders of the church upon thofe who 
had taken arms againft their prince; and aggra- 
vated the impiety of their oppofition, as he was 
engaged in the pious and noble duties of the cru- 
fade. Langton permitted the tyrant to wafte his 
paffions in empty complaints, and declared he 
would not pafs any cenfure where he found no de- 
linquent. He promifed, indeed, that much 
might be done, in cafe fome foreign auxiliaries, 
which John had lately brought over, were dif- 
mified; and the weak prince fuppofing his advice 
fincere, difbanded a great body of Germans and 
Flemings, whom he had retained in his fervice. 

"When the king had thus left himfelf without 
protection, he then thought it was the duty of 
Langton to perform his promife ; and to give him 
the aid of the church, fince he had difcarded all 
temporal afliftance. But what was his furprize, 
when the archbifhop refufed to excommunicate a 
fingle baron, but peremptorily oppofed his com- 
mands. John, ftung with refentment and re- 

gret, 
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gret, knew not where to turn for advice or com- 
fort. As he had hitherto fported with the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, he found none that did not fe- 
cretly rejoice in his fufferings. He now began to 
think, that any terms were to be complied with *, 
and that it was better to reign a limited prince, 
than facrifice his crown, and perhaps his life, to 
ambition. But firft he offered to refer all differ- 
ences to the pope alone, or to eight barons, four 
to be chofen by himfelf, and four by the confede- 
rates. This the barons fcornfully reje&ed. He 
then affured them that he would fubmit at difcre- 
tion ; and that it was his fupreme pleafure to grant 
all their demands. A conference was accordingly appointed, and all things adjufted for this mofl 
important treaty. 

The ground, where the king’s commiffioners 
met the barons, was between Staines and Wind- 
for, at a place called Runimede,. ftill held dn re- 
verence by pofterity, as the fpot, where the 
ftandard of freedom was firft erecied in England. 
There the barons appeared, with a vaft number 
of knights and warriors, on the fifteenth day of 
June, while thofe on the king’s part, came a day. 
or two after.. 

Both fides encamped apart, like open ene- 
mies. The debates bet-ween power and precedent 
are generally but of fhort continuance. The ba- 
rons, determined on carrying their aims, would 
admit of few abatements; and the king’s agents 
being for the moft part in their interefts, few de- 
bates enfued. After fome days, the king, with 
a facility that was fomewhat fufpicious, figned 
and fealed the charter required of him *, a charter which 
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which continues in force to this day, and is that 
famous bulwark of Englifh liberty, which now 
goes by the name of Magna Charta. 

This famous deed, either granted or fecured 
very important privileges to thofe orders of the 
kingdom, who were already pofiefled of freedom, 
namely, to the clergy, the barons, and the gen- 
tlemen ; as for the inferior, and the greateft part 
of the people, they were ftill held as flaves, and 
it was long before they could come to a partici- 
pation of legal protection. 

CHAP. XXX. 

OF EDWARD THE FIRST, AND THE ORIGIN OF 
THE TITLE OF PRINCE OF WALES. 

Edward i. came to the throne of England A. D. 1272. He was crowned on his return 
from Paleftine, where, with only 10,000 Englifli- 
men he ftruck a general panic into the Saracens. 
He narrowly efcaped being murdered there by an 
alTaffin, from whom he received a wound in his 
arm, which was given by a poilbned dagger; and 
it is affirmed that he owed his life to the affe£tion 
of Eleanor his queen, who was with him, and 
fucked the venom out of the wound. He was a brave and a politic prince, and being 
perfectly well acquainted with the laws, interefts, 

and 
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and conftitution of his kingdom, the wifdom and 
policy of his regulations, have juftly given him 
the title of the Englifh Juftinian. 

He granted certain privileges to the cinque- 
ports, which, though now very inconfiderable, 
were then obliged to attend the king when he 
went beyond fea, with fifty-feven fhips, each hav- 
ing twenty armed foldiers on board, and to main- 
tain them at their own colls for the fpace of fifteen 
days. 

Edward, having defeated and killed Llewel- 
lyn, a petty king of Wales, who had revolted, 
afterwards fummoned a parliament at Ruthen, 
where it was refolved, that Wales Ihould be infe- 
parably united to England. But fome of the 
Welch nobles telling the king, that he would ne- 
ver peaceably enjoy their country, till they were 
governed by a prince of their own nation, he fent 
for his Queen, who was then pregnant, to lie in 
at Caernarvon, where Ihe was brought to-bed of a 
prince, whom the Hates of Wales acknowledged 
for their Sovereign; and lince that time, the 
eldelt fons of the" Kings of England have borne 
the title of Prince of Wales. 

Soon after this. Queen Eleanor died at Grant- 
ham in Lincolnlhire; to whofe memory the King 
ereifted a crofs at every place where the corpf'e 
relied in the way to Weftminller. 

CHAP. 



MODERN HISTORY. 6/ 

CHAP. XXXI. 
OF THE SWISS CANTONS. 

The inhabitants of Switzerland are the dc- 
fcendants of the ancient Helvetii, fubdued by Ju- 
lius Csefar. Their mountainous, uninviting fitu- 
ation, formed a better fecurity for their liberties, 
than their forts or armies ; and the fame is the cafe 
at prefent. They continued long under little bet- 
ter than a nominal fubje<5tion to the Burgundians! 
and Germans, till about the year 1300, when the 
Emperor Albert treated them with fo much ri- 
gour, that they petitioned him againft the cruelty 
of his governors. This ferved only to redouble 
the hardfliips of the people *, and one of Albert’s 
Auftrian governors, Grifler, in the wantonnefs of 
tyranny, fet up a hat upon a pole, to whkh he 
ordered the natives to pay as much refpeft as to 
himfelf. One William Tell, being obferved to 
pafs frequently without taking notice of the hat, 
and being an excellent markfman, the tyrant con- 
demned him to be hanged, unlefs he cleft an ap- 
ple upon his fon’s head, at a certain diftance, 
with an arrow. Tell had the dexterity to cleave 
the apple, though the diftance was very conficle- 
rable, without hitting the child. The tyrant per- 
ceiving that he had another arrow concealed un- 
der his cloak, alked him for what purpofe ? To 
which he boldly replied, “ To have fhot you to the heart, if I had had the misfortune to kill my 
fon.” 
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The enraged governor ordered him to be im- 

prifoned. He foon made his efcape; and his 
fellow-citizens, animated by his fortitude, and pa- 
triotifm, flew to arms, attacked and vanquiftied 
Grifler, who was fhot to death by Tell, and the 
independency of the feveral ftates of this coun- 
try, now called the Thirteen Cantons, under a 
republican form of government, took place imme- 
diately ; which was perpetuated by a league 
among themfelves, in the year 1315; and con- 
firmed by treaty with the other powers of Europe 
1649. Seven of thefe Cantons are Roman Ca- tholics, and fix Proteftants. 

Whether all the incidents of Tell’s ftory be 
true or fabulous, the men (whoever they were) 
who roufed and incited their fellow-citizens to 
throw off the Auftrian yoke, deferve to be re- 
garded as patriots, having undoubtedly been actu- 
ated by that principle, fo dear to every generous 
heart, the fpirit of independence. 

CHAP. XXXII. 
OF EDWARD THE THIRD. 

Edward III. mounted the throne in 1327. 
He was then under the tuition of his mother, 
who cohabited with Mortimer; and they endea- 
voured to keep poffeflion of their power, by exe- 
cuting many popular meafures, and putting an 
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end to all national differences with Scotland. 
Edward, young as he was, was foon fenfible of 
their defigns. He furprifed them in perfon, at 
the head of a few chofen friends, in the caftle of 
Nottingham. Mortimer was ignominioufly put 
to a public death, and the queen herfelf was con- 
fined for life. 

It was not long before Edward found means to 
quarrel with David, king of Scotland, who had 
married his fitter, and who was driven to France 
by Edward Baliol, who adted as Edward’s tribu- 
tary king, and general. 

Soon after, upon the death of Charles th® 
Fair, king of France (without iflue), who had 
fucceeded by virtue of the Salic law, which the 
French pretended cut off all female fucceflion to 
that crown, Philip of Valois claimed it, as being 
the next heir male by fucceflion but he was op- 
pofed by Edward, as being the fon of Ifabella, 
who was fitter to the three late kings of France, 
and firft in the female fucceflion. The former 
was preferred, but the cafe being doubtful, Ed- 
ward purfued his claim, and invaded France with 
a powerful army. 

On this occafion, the vaft difference between 
the feudal conftitutions of France, which were 
then in full force, and the government of Eng- 
land, more favourable to public liberty, appeared. 
The French officers knew no fubordination. They and their men were equally undifciplined and dis- 
obedient, though far more numerous than their 
enemies in the field The Englifh freemen, on 
the other hand, having now vaft property to fight 
for, which they could call their own, independent 
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of a feudal law, knew its value, and had learned 
to defend it, by providing themfelves with proper 
armour, and fubmitting to military exercifes, and 
proper fubordination in the field. The war, on 
the part of Edward, was therefore a continued 
fcene of fuccefs and victory. 

CHAP. XXXIII. 
• THE BATTLE OF CRESSY AND POICTIERS. 
At Crelly, in 1346, Edward defeated the 
French army, confifting of 100,000 men, chiefly 
by the valour of the prince of Wales, who was 
but fixteen years of age, though the Englifh did 
not exceed 30,000. 

In this engagement, thirty thoufand of the 
French were killed upon the field ; and, among 
this iiumber were John king of Bohemia, James 
king of Majorca, Ralph duke of Lorrain, nine 
counts, twelve hundred knights, fifteen hundred 
gentlemen, and four thoufand men at arms. 

There is fomething remarkable in the fate of 
the Bohemian monarch; who, though blind, was 
yet willing to fhare in the engagement. This 
unfortunate prince, enquiring the fate of the day, 
was told that all was loft, and his fon Charles 
obliged to retire defperately wounded ; and that 
the prince of Wales bore down every thing be- 
fore him. Having received this information, blind 
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blind as he was, he commanded his knights to 
lead him into the hotteftpartof the battle, againft 
the young warrier. Accordingly, four of them 
rufhed with him, into the thickeft part of the 
enemy, where they were all quickly llain. 

The whole French army took flight, and 
were put to the fword by the purfuers without 
mercy, till night flopped the carnage". The king, 
on his return to the camp, flew into the arms of 
the prince of Wales, and exclaimed, “My va- 
liant fon, continue as you have begun; you have 
acquitted yourfelf nobly, and are worthy of the 
kingdom that will be your inheritance.” The 
next morning was foggy, and a party of the mi- 
litia of Rouen coming to join the French army, 
were routed by the Englifh at the firft onfet. 
Many more alfo were decoyed by the French 
ftandards, which the victors placed upon the 
mountains, and to which the fugitives reforted, 
where they were cut to pieces without mercy. 

Never was a victory more feafonable, or lefs 
bloody to the Englifli than this. Notwithftanding 
the great flaughter of the enemy, the conquerors 
loft but one efquire, three knights, and a few of 
inferior rank. 

The creft of the king of Bohemia was three 
oftrich feathers, with this motto, Ich Dien ; which 
flgnifies in the German language, I ferve. This 
was thought to be a proper prize to perpetuate 
the victory and it was accordingly added to the 
arms of the prince of Wales, and it has been 
adopted by all his fuccefibrs. 

The battle of Poiftiers was fought in 1356, 
between the prince of Wales, and the French king 

John, 
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John, but with greatly fuperior advantages of 
numbers, on the part of the French, who were 
totally defeated, and their king, and his favourite 
fon Philip taken prifoners. It is thought that the 
number of French killed in this battle, was double 
that of all the Englifh army; but the modefty and 
politenefs with which the prince treated his royal 
prifoners, formed the brighteft wreath in his 
garland. 

Historians relate, that the Englifti firft em- 
ployed cannon in thefe memorable battles ; and de- 
clare that the French were not as yet acquainted 
with it. Their extraordinary fuccefs is partly im- 
puted to the furprize, which the novelty of thofe 
tremendous meflengers of death occafioned. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 
DAVID, KING OF SCOTLAND, IS TAKEN 

PRISONER. 
While Edward was reaping victories upon 

The continent, the Scotch ever willing to embrace 
a favourable opportunity of rapine and revenge, 
invaded the frontiers of England with a numerous 
army, headed by David Bruce, their king. This 
unexpected invafion, at fuch a juncture, alarmed 
the Englifh, but was not capable of intimidating 
them. Lionel, Edward’s fbn, who was left guar- 
dian of England during his father’s abfence, was 
yet too young to take upon him the command of 
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an army. But the victories on the continent 
feemed to infpire even women with valour. Phi- 
lippa, Edward’s queen, took upon her the con- 
duit of the field, and prepared to repulfe the 
enemy in perfon. Accordingly, having made. 
Lord Percy general under her, ihe met the Scots 
at a place called Nevill’s Crofs, near Durham, 
and offered them battle. 

The Scotch king was no lefs impatient to en- 
gage. He imagined that he might obtain an 
eafy victory againft undifciplined troops, and 
headed by a woman. But he was miferably de- 
ceived. His army was quickly routed, and dri- 
ven from the field. Fifteen thoufarid of his men 
were cut to pieces ? and he himfelf, with many 
of his nobles and knights, were taken prifoners, 
and carried in triumph to London. 

Thus Edward, on his return, had the pleafure 
to fee two crowned heads his captives at London. 
Both kings were afterwards ranfomed ; but John 
returned to England, and died at the palace of 
the Savoy. 

E CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 
OF THE BUILDING OF WINDSOR CASTLE, AND 

THE INSTITUTION OF THE ORDER OF THE 
GARTER, 

The magnificent caftle of Windfor was built 
by Edward 111. and his method of conducing 
that work, may ferye as a fpecimen of the con- 
dition of the people of that age. Inftead of al- 
luring workmen by contrails and wages, he af- 
fefled every county in England to fend him fo many 
mafons, tilers, and carpenters, as if he had been 
levying an army. Soldiers were enlifted only for 
a fliort time. They lived idle all the reft of the 
year, and commonly all the reft of their lives. 
Qne fuccefsful campaign, by pay and plunder, and 
the ranforo of prifoners, was fuppofed to be a 
fmall fortune to a man ; which was a great al- 
lurement to enter into the fervice. The wages 
of a mafter carpenter was limited through the 
whole year to three-pence a day, and that of a 
common carpenter to two-pence. 

Edward likewife inftituted the order of the 
Garter, which is faid to have had its rife from the 
Countefs of Salilbury’s dropping her garter at a 
ball, which the king taking up, prefented to her, 
faying, honi soit qui mal y pense, “ Evil to 
him who evil thinks when obferving feveral of 
the nobles fmile, he added, “ Many a man has 
laughed at the. garter, who will think it a very 
great honour to wear fuch a one.” 

CHAR 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

GF THE OPINION WE ARE TO FORM OF EDWARD’S 
CONQUESTS. 

Tf1 H E reign of Edward was rather brilliant than truly ferviceable to his fubjecfs. If England, 
during thefe fhining triumphs on the continent, 
gained any real advantage, it was only that of 
having a fpirit of honour and elegance diffufed 
among the higher ranks of the people. In all 
conquefts, fomething is gained in civil life from 
the people fubdued ; and as France was at that 
time evidently more civilized than England, thofe 
imitative iflanders, as they were then called, 
adopted the arts of the people they overcame. 
The meaneft foldier in the Englilh army now be- 
gan to follow his leader from love, and not com- 
pullion. He was brave from fentiment alone ; 
and had the honour of his country beating in his 
breaft, even though in the humbleft ftation. This 
was the time when chivalry was at its higheft 
pitch; and many of the fuccefles of England 
were owing to that romantic fpirit, which the 
king endeavoured to diffiile, and of which he 
was the moft Ihining example. It was this fpirit 
that, in fome meafure, ferved to foften the fero- 
city of the age; being a mixture of love, gene- 
roiity, and war. Inftead of being taught the 
fciences, the fons of the nobility were brought 
into the field, as foon as they were able, and in- 
ftrutted in no other arts but thofe of arms ; fuch 
as the method of fitting on horfeback, of wield- 

E 2 ing 
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ing the launce, running at the ring, flourifliing 
at a tournament, and addreffing a miftrefs. To 
attain thefe, was confidered as the fum of all 
human acquirements. And though war made 
their only ftudy, yet the rules of tatties, encamp- 
ments, ftratagems, and fortifications, were almofi; 
totally difregarded. 

CHAP. XXXVII. 
OF WICKLIFFE, THE FIRST REFORMER. 

In the latter end of Edward’s reign, John 
Wicklifie, a fecular priell, educated at Oxford, 
began to propagate his dottrines ; and he has 
the honour of being the firft perfon who had fa- 
gacity to fee through the errors of the church 
of Rome, and courage enough to attempt a re- formation. 

He denied the dottrine of the real prefence, 
the fupremacy of the church of Rome, and the 
merit of monaftic vows. He maintained that the 
Scriptures were the foie rule of faith ; that the 
church was dependent on the ftate ; that the 
clergy ought to poflefs no eftates; and that 
the numerous ceremonies of the church were 
hurtful to true piety. In fhort, mofl: of his doc- 
trines were fuch, as the wifdom of pofterity thought fit to eftablilh ; and Wickliffe failed in 
being a reformer, only becaufe the minds of men were 
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were not yet fufficiently ripened for the truths 
he endeavoured to inculcate. The clergy of that age did not fail to oppofe 
Wickliffe with fury. But as his doctrines were 
pleafing to the higher orders of the laity, he 
found protection from their indignation. John 
of Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, was his particular 
friend and favourer; and when fummoned to 
appear before the bifhop of London, that noble- 
man attended him into the court, and defended 
him both from the refentment of the clergy, and 
the rage of the populace. 

However, in procefs of time, he had the 
fatisfaftion to fee the people, who were at firft 
ftrpngly prejudiced againft him, entirely declar- 
ing in his favour; and although he was often 
cited to appear before the prelates, yet, from the 
eftimation he was held in, both among the higher 
and lower ranks of the laity, he was always dif- 
mifled without injury. In this manner he conti- 
nued during a long life, to leflen the credit of the 
clergy, both by his preaching and writings ; and 
at laft died of a pally, in the year 1385, at his rettory of Lutterworth, in the county of Leices- 
ter ; while the clergy took care to reprefent his 
death as a judgment from heaven, for his multi- 
plied hereftes and impieties. 

E 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 
OF THE INSURRECTION OCCASIONED BY A POLE 

TAX. A. D. I379. 
In the reign of Richard II. a poll tax was 
pafled at twelve pence per head, on all above the 
age of fixteen. This being levied with feverity, 
caufed an infurredtion in Kent and EfTex. 

A Blacksmith, well known by the name of 
Wat Tyler, was the firft who excited the people 
to arms. The tax-gatherers coming to this 
man’s houfe, while he was at work, demanded 
payment for his daughter, which he refufed, al- 
leging that Ihe was in the age mentioned in the 
adt. One of the brutal colledtors infilled on her 
being a full grown woman ; and immediately at- 
tempted giving a very indecent proof of his af- 
fertion. This provoked the father to fuch a de- 
gree, that he inftantly ftruck him dead with a 
blow of his hammer. The ftanders by applaud- 
ed his fpirit; and, one and all, refolved to de- 
fend his condudt. He was confidered as a 
champion in the caufe, and appointed the leader 
and fpokefman of the people. 

It iseafy to imagine the diforders committed 
by this tumultuous rabble. The whole neigh- 
bourhood rofe in arms. They burnt and plun- 
dered wherever they came, and revenged upon 
their former mailers all thole infults which they 
had long fuftained with impunity. 

As the difcontent was general, the infurgents 
increafed in proportion as they approached the capital. 
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capital. The flame foon. propagated itfelf into 
Kent, Hertfordfhire, Surry, Suflex, Suffolk, 
Norfolk, Cambridge, and Lincoln. They were 
found to amount to above an hundred thoufand 
men, by the time they were arrived at Black- 
heath ; from whence they ferit a meflage to the 
king, who had taken fhelter in the Tower, defir- 
ing a conference with them. With this meflage 
Richard was defirous of complying, but was inti- 
midated by their fierce demeanour. 

In the mean time they had entered the city, 
burning and plundering the houfes of fuch as 
were obnoxious, from their power, or remarka- 
ble for their riches. They broke irTo the Sa- 
voy palace, belonging to the duke of Lancafter, 
and put feveral of his attendants to death. Their 
animofity was particularly levelled againft the 
lawyers, to- whom they {hewed no mercy 

Such was the vehemence of their fury, that 
the king began to tremble for his own fafety; 
and knowing that the tower was not capable to 
ftand againft an aflault, he went out among 
them, and defired to know their demands. To 
this they made a very humble remonftrance, re- 
quiring a genieral pardon, the abolition of fla- 
very, freedom of commerce in market-towns, and 
a fixed rent, inftead of thofe fervices required by 
the tenure of the villenage. 

As thefe requefts were reafonable, the king 
foon complied ; and charters were accordingly 
made out, ratifying the grant. In the mean 
time, another body of thefe infurgents had 
broke into the tower, and murdered the chancel- lor, the primate, and the treafurer, with fome 

E 4 other 
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other officers of diftinttion. They then divided 
themfelves into bodies, and took up their quar- 
ters in different parts of the city. 

At the head of one of thefe was Wat Tyler, 
who led his men into Smithfield, where he was 
met by the king who invited him to a confe- 
rence, under a pretence of hearing and redreffing 
his grievances. Tyler ordering his companions 
to retire, till he fhould give them a fignal, boldly 
ventured to meet the king in the midft of his 
retinue ; and accordingly began the conference. 

The demands of this demagogue are cenfured 
by all the hiftorians of the time, as infolent and 
extravagant; and yet nothing can be more juft 
than thofe they have delivered for him. He re- 
quired that all Haves Ihould be fet free; that all 
commonages ftiould be open to the poor as well 
as the rich, and that a general pardon fhould be 
paffed for the late outrages. Whilft he made 
thefe demands, he now and then lifted up his 
fword in a menacing manner ; which infolence 
jh raifed the indignation of William Walworth, 
then mayor of London, attending on the king, 
that, without confidering the danger to which 
he expofed his majefty, he ftunned Tyler with a 
blow of his mace ; while one of the king’s 
knights riding up, difpatched him with his 
fword. 

The mutineers feeing their leader fall, prepar- 
ed themfelves to take revenge ; and their bows 
were now bent for execution, when Richard, 
though not yet quite fixteen years of age, rode up to the rebels, and, with admirable prefence of 
mind cried out, “ What, my people, will you then 
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then kill your king ? Be not concerned for the 
lofs of your leader, I myfelf will now be your ge- 
neral. Follow me into the field, and ye lhall 
have whatever ye defire.” The awed multitude 
immediately defifted. They followed the king, 
as if mechanically, into the fields, and there he 
granted them the fame charter, which he had 
before granted to their companions. 

These grants, for a fhort time, gained the king 
great popularity ? and it is probable it was his 
own defire to have them continued. But the 
nobles had long tafted the fweets of power, and 
were unwilling to admit any others to a partici- 
pation. The parliament foon revoked thefe 
charters of enfranchifement and pardon. The 
low people were reduced to the fame flavifli 
condition as before, and feveral of the ringleaders 
were punifhed with capital feverity. The ■ infur- 
reftions of the barons againft their kings, are 
branded in hiftory with no great air of invective ; 
but the tumults of the people againft the barons, 
are marked with all the virulence of reproach. 

E 5 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 
OF HENRY THE FIFTH OF ENGLAND. 
Henry V. facceeded to the throne at 25 
years of age, and was crowned at Weftminfter on 
the ninth of April 1413. The next year com- 
miffioners were appointed for adjufting the dis- 
putes between the crowns of England and France. 
But Henry, feeing that nothing could be done 
by negociation, refolved to have recourfe to arms, 
when Chichely, archbifhop of Canterbury, ad- 
vifed him to lay claim to the whole kingdom of 
France, as the heir and fuccefibr of Edward III. 
This war was approved of by the parliament. He 
therefore demanded the crown of France as his 
right; upon which the Dauphin, in contempt, 
fent him a prefent of a ton of tennis-balls, to 
let him know that he thought him fitter for play, 
than for war. But Henry fent him word, that 
he would foon repay him with fuch balls, as the 
fixongeft gates of Paris Should not be rackets fufii- 
cient to rebound. 

Accordingly, in 1415, Henry embarked his 
army, amounting to 50,000 men, onboard 1500 
tranfports, and landed at Havre-de-Grace in Nor- 
mandy, u'hen he immediately laid fiege to Har- 
fleur, which furrendered in five weeks. Soon 
after which, the French, having aflembled an ar- 
my fix times fuperior to the king’s, challenged 
him to fight; and Henry accepted it, though the 
French army confifted of 150,000 men, and the 
Englilh were reduced to 9000. ^ 
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The French therefore made rejoicings in their 

camp, as if the Englifh were already defeated, 
and even fent to Henry to know what he would 
give for his ranfom. To which he replied, that 
a few hours would fhew, whofe care it would be 
to make that provifion. 

The Englifh, though fatigued with their 
march, and almoft ftarved for want of food, 
were infpired by the example of their brave king, and refolved to conquer or die. In this fitua- 
ation Henry fent David Gam, a Welch captain, 
to reconnoitre the enemy, who bravely reported, 
that “ there were enow to be killed, enow to be 
taken prifoners, and enow to run away.” 

The king was encamped, Ottober 25th, 1415, 
on a plain near Agincourt, and having drawn up 
his foldiers in two lines, he difpofed them to fo 
much advantage, and- behaved with fuch extraor- 
dinary conduct and courage, that, by the blefllrig 
of Divine Providence, whofe afliftance he pub- 
licly and folemnly Implored before the addon, by 
offering up prayers, and exhorting his troops to 
place all their truft in God, he gained a complete 
vidtory, after having been feveral times knocked 
downs and in the moft imminent danger of lofing 
his life. The' Englifh killed upwards of 10,000 
men, and took more prifoners than they had 
men in the army. 

Henry,* who was as great a politician as a war- 
rior, made fuch alliances, and divided the French 
among themfelves fo effedtually, that he forced 
the queen of France, whofe hufband Charles VI. 
was a lunatic, to agree to his marrying her daugh- 
ter, the princefs Catherine, to difinherit the 

Dauphin, 
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Dauphin, and to declare Henry regent of France 
during her hufband’s life, and him and his iffue 
fuccelTors to the French monarchy, which muft at 
this time have been exterminated, had not the 
Scots furnifhed the Dauphin with vaft fupplies, 
and preferved the French crown for his head. 
Henry, however, made a triumphal entry into 
Paris, where the Dauphin was profcribed; and, 
after receiving the fealty of the French nobility, 
he returned to England to levy a force, which 
might crufh the Dauphin and his Scotch auxilia- 
ries. He probably would have been fuccefsful, 
had he not died of a pleuritic diforder, in the 
thirty-fourth year of his age, and the tenth of 
his reign. 

This prince poflefled many eminent virtues, 
'and Iris abilities were equally confpicuous in the 
cabinet, and in the field. The boldnefs of his 
plans was no lefs remarkable, than his perfonal 
valour in conducing them. He had the talent ol" 
attaching his friends by affability, and of gaining 
his enemies by addrefs and clemency. Yet his 
reign was rather fplendid than profitable. The 
treafures of the nation were lavifhed on conquefts, 
which, even though they could have been main- 
tained, would have proved injurious to the nation. 
Neverthelefs he died fortunate, by falling in the 
midft of his victories, and leaving his fubjefts in 
the very height of his reputation. 

The Englifh triumphs, at this time, in France, 
produced fcarce any good effects at home. As 
they grew warlike, they became favage ; and 
panting after foreign pofleffions, forgot the arts of 
cultivating thofe that lay nearer home. 

Our 
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Our language, inftead of improving, was more 

neglected than before. Langland and Chaucer had begun to polilh it, and, enrich it with new 
and elegant conftruttions ; but it was now feen 
to relapfe into its former rudenefs, and no poet or 
hiftorian of note was born in this tempeftuous 
period. 

CHAP. XL. 
OF JOAN OF ARC, OR THE MAID OF ORLEANS. 

Nothing could be more deplorable than the fttuation 0f Charles VII. on alTuming his title to 
the crown of France. The Englifh were mas- 
ters of almpft all the country -, and Henry VI. 
though yet but an infant, was folemnly invefted 
with regal power by legates from Paris. The 
duke of Bedford was at the head of a numerous 
army, in the heart of the kingdom, ready to op- 
pofe every infurrettion; while the duke of Bur- 
gundy, who had entered into a firm confederacy 
with him, ftill remained ftedfaft, and feconded 
his claims. The Earl of Salifbury had inyefted 
Orleans, and when it was near being furrendered, 
a country girl named Joan of Arc, who, in the 
fintion of fervant to a fmall inn, had been accuf- 
tomed to tend the horfes of the guefts, undertook 
to deliver France from the Englifh. This girl, 
inflamed with the frequent accounts of the ren- 

counters 
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counters at the fiege of Orleans, and affe&ed with 
the diftrefles of her country, but more particu- 
larly with thofe of the youthful monarch, whole 
gallantry made him the idol of the fofter fex, 
was feized with a wild defire of bringing relief to 
her fovereign, in his prefent unhappy circum- 
fiances. Her unexperienced mind, working day 
and night on this favourite objeft, miftook the 
impulfes of paffion for heavenly infpirations; 
and flie fancied fhe faw vifions, and heard voices 
exhorting her to re-eftablilh the throne of France, 
and expel the foreign invaders. 

Having got herfelf introduced to the king, 
flie offered, in the name of the Supreme Creator, 
to raife the fiege of Orleans, and conduit him to 
Rheims to be there crowned and anointed; and 
fhe demanded, as the inftrument of her future 
victories, a particular fword, which' was kept in 
the church of St. Catharine of Fierbois. The 
more the king and his minifters Were determined 
to give into the illufion, the more fcriiples they 
pretended. An affembly of grave doctors and 
theologians was appointed to examine Joan’s mifi- 
fion, and pronounced it undoubted and fuperna- 
turnl. The parliament ,alfo attefted her infpira- 
tion ; and a jury of matrons declared her an un- 
fpotfed Virgin. Her requefts were now granted. 
She was armed cap-a-pee, mounted on horfeback, 
and fhewn in that martial habiliment to the whole 
people. Her dexterity in managing her fteed, 
though acquired in her former ftation, was re- 
garded as a frelh proof of her miflion. Her 
former occupation was denied. She wrrfs converted 
into a fhepherdefs, an employment rrtbre agree- able 
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able to the imagination, than that of an ofrler- 
wench; Ten years were fubtrafted from her 
age, in order to excite ftill more admiration, and 
the was received with the loudeft acclamations by 
perfons of all ranks. A ray of hope began to 
break through that defpair, in which the minds 
of men were involved. Heaven had now de- 
clared itfelf in favour of France, and laid bare its 
outftretched arm to take vengeance on her in- 
vaders. 

CHAP. XLI. 
THE MAID OF ORLEANS OBLIGES THE ENGLISH 

TO RAISE THE SIEGE OF THAT CITY, AND 
CONDUCTS CHARLES TO RHEIMS IN ORDER 
TO BE CROWNED. 

THE Englifh at firft affetted to fpeak with de- rifion of the Maid and her heavenly commiffion ; 
but their imagination was fecretly ftruck with the 
ftrong perfuafion, which prevailed in all around 
them. They found their courage daunted by de- 
grees, and thence began to infer a divine venge- 
ance hanging over them. A filent aftonifhment 
reigned among thofe troops, formerly fo elated 
with victory, and fo fierce for the combat. 

The Maid entered the city of Orleans at 
the head of a convoy, arrayed in her military 
garb, and difplaying her confecrated ftandard. 
She was received as a celeftial deliverer by the 

garrifon 



88 THE FLOWERS OF 
garrifon and inhabitants; and by the inftruftions 
of count Dunois, commonly called the Baftard of Orleans, fhe aftually obliged the Engliih to raife 
the fiege of that city, after defeating them in fe- 
veral attacks. 

The railing of the fiege of Orleans was one 
part of the Maid’s promife to Charles; the 
crowning him at Rheims was the other: And 
fhe now vehemently infilled, that he Ihould fet 
out immediately on that enterprize. A few 
weeks before, fuch a propofal would have ap- 
peared altogether extravagant. Rheims lay in a 
dillant quarter of the kingdom. It was then in 
the hands of a victorious enemy. The whole 
road which led to it, was occupied by their gar- 
rifons; and no imagination could have been fo 
fanguine, as to hope that fuch an attempt could 
pollibly be carried into execution. But as things 
had now taken a turn, and it was extremely the 
interell of Charles to maintain the belief of fome- 
thing extraordinary and divine in thefe events, 
he rel'olved to follow the exhortations of his war- 
like prophetefs, and to avail himfelf of the pre- 
fent confternation of the Engliih. He accord- 
ingly fet out for Rheims, at the head of twelve 
thoufand men; and fcarcely perceived, as he 
paired along, that he was marching through an 
enemy’s country. Every place opened its gates 
to him. Rheims fent him its keys ; and the ce- 
remony of his inauguration was performed with 
the holy oil, which a pigeon is faid to have 
brought from heaven to Clovis, on the firft 
eftabiilhment of the French monarchy. Charles, 
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Charles, thus crowned and anointed, be- 

came more refpectable in the eyes of all his fub- 
jetts ; and he feemed to derive, from a heavenly 
commiflion, a new title to their allegiance. Many 
places fubmitted to him immediately after his 
coronation j and the whole nation was difpofed 
to give him the moft zealous teftimonies of duty 
and affedtion. 

CHAP. XLII. 
THE MAID OF ORLEANS IS TAKEN PRISONER BY 

THE ENGLISH, AND PUT TO DEATH. 
Th E Maid of Orleans, after the coronation of 
Charles, declared that her million was now ac- 
complilhed, and expreffed her inclination to re- 
tire to the occupations and courfe of life, which 
became her fex. But the French officers, fenli- 
ble of the great advantages, which might ftill be 
reaped from her prefence in the army, exhorted 
her to perfevere, till the final expulfion of the 
Engliffi. In purfuance of this advice, fhe threw 
herfelf into a town, hdieged by the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, affifted by the Earls of Arundel and 
Suffolk. The garrifon, on her appearance, be- 
lieved themfelves invincible. But their joy was of 
fhort duration. The Maid was taken prifoner in 
a fally ; and the Duke of Bedford, refolved upon 
her ruin, ordered her to be tried by an ecclefiaf- 

tical 
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tical court for forcery, impiety, idolatry, and 
magic. She was found guilty, by her ignorant 
or iniquitous judges, of all thefe crimes, aggra- 
vated by herefy. Her revelations were declared 
to be inventions of the Devil, to delude the peo- 
ple ; and this admirable heroine, to whom the 
more generous fuperftition of the ancients would 
have erected altars, was delivered over alive to 
the flames, and expiated, by that dreadful pu- 
nifhment, the fignal fervices which fhe had ren- 
dered to her prince, and her native country. 

The affairs of the Englilh, however, inftead 
of being advanced by this aft of cruelty, went 
every day more and more to decay. 

CHAP. XLIIL 

OF THE MURDER OF EDWARD V. AND HIS 
BROTHER. 

As Edward, when he came to the throne, 
was only thirteen years of age, his uncle Richard, 
Duke of Gloucefter, was appointed Proteftor of 
the kingdom during his minority. But die citi- 
zens of London offering him the Crown, he ac- 
cepted of it •, having firll put to death all the no- bility and great men, whom he thought to be 
well affefted to the late King’s family. 

One 
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One crime ever draws on another; juftice will 

revolt againft fraud, and ufurpation requires fe- 
curity. As foon, therefore, as Richard was feated 
upon the throne, he fent the governor of the 
Tower orders to put the two young princes to 
death. J5ut this brave man, whofe name was 
Brackenbury, refufed to be made the inftrument 
of a tyrant’s will, and fubmiffively anfwered, 
that he knew not how to imbrue his hands in in- 
nocent blood. A fit inftrument, however, was 
not long wanting. Sir James Tyrrell readily un- 
dertook the office, and Brackenbury was ordered 
to refign to him the keys for one night. He chofe 
three aflbciates, whom he employed to execute 
his barbarous commiffion, and conducted them, 
about midnight, to the door of the chamber where 
the princes were lodged. They found the young princes in bed, and fallen into a found deep. 
After fuffocating them with the bolfter and pil- 
lows, they ffiewed their naked bodies to Tyrrell, 
who ordered them to be buried at the foot of 
the ftair-cafe, deep in the ground, under a heap 
of ftones. Thefe faffs appeared in the fucceeding 
reign, being confefled by the perpetrators, who, 
however, efcaped punifhment for the crime. The 
bodies of the princes were afterwards fought for 
by Henry VII. but could not be found. But in 
the reign of Charles II. the bones of two perfons, 
anfwering their age, were found in the very fpot 
vjhere it was faid they were buried. They were 
interred in a marble monument, by order of the 
King, in Weftminfter Abbey. 

CHAP 
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CHAP. XLIV. 
RICHARD THE THIRD IS DEFEATED AND KILLED 

BY HENRY THE SEVENTH. A. D. 1483. 
Richard had now waded through every ob- 
ftacle to the throne ; and began, after the man- 
ner of all ufurpers, to ftrengthen his ill-got power 
by foreign connexions. Senfible alfo of the in- 
fluence of pageantry and fhew upon the minds of 
the people, he caufed himfelf to be crowned firfl: 
at London, and afterwards at York. The clergy 
he endeavoured to fecure by great indulgences ; 
and his friends, by beftowing rewards on them, 
in proportion as they were inftrumental in placing 
him on the throne. 

But the earl of Richmond, who Hill remained 
in France, carried on a fecret correfpondence 
with the friends of Edward the Fourth, and by 

• offering to marry his eldeft daughter, he was 
encouraged to invade England, at the head of 
about 2000 foreign troops ; but they were foon 
joined by 7000 Englifh and Welch. A battle be- 
tween him and Richard, who was at the head of 
15,000 men, enfued at Bofworth Field, near 
Leiceften 

Richard, defcrying his rival at no great dis- 
tance, attempted to decide the viXory by one 
blow; and, with irreflftible fury, flew through 
thoufands to'attack him. He killed, with his 
own hand, Sir William Brandon, ftandard- 
bearer to the earl. He difmounted Sir John 
Cheyney; and he was within reach of the earl 

himfelf. 
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himfelf, who declined not the combat, when Sir 
William Stanley broke in between them, and 
furrounded Richard with his troops. Though 
overwhelmed by numbers, he ftill maintained the 
combat; and at laft funk amid heaps of flain, 
who had fallen by his arm. 

A life fo infamous, it has been faid by Vol- 
taire, and by Hume after him, did not merit fo 
glorious a death. But every man, furely, merits 
what his qualities enable him to earn. Richard 
was a blood-thirfty tyrant, but he was brave; and 
he died, as a brave man fhould, with his fword 
in his hand. He was brave to the laft. It would 
have been indeed a matter of regret, had he 
died in his bed, after difturbing fo cruelly the 
repofe of mankind. But his death was fuffici- 
ently violent, to prevent his life from becoming 
an object of imitation. 

This battle was entirely decifive ; the king not 
only being flain, but the whole royal army totally 
touted and difperfed, the victorious troops, in a 
tranfport of joy, beftowed on their general the 
appellation of king ; and “ Long live Henry the 
Seventh,” was refounded from all quarters with 
repeated acclamations. 

In order to give fome kind of form to this mi- 
litary eledion, the ornamental crown which 
Richard wore in battle, was placed upon Henry’s 
head; and his marriage with the princefs Eliza- 
beth, which took place foon after, united the 
jarring claims of the houfes of York and Lan- 
cafter. 

Thus ended the race of the Plantagenets, who 
had fat upwards of three hundred years upon the 

throng 
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throne of England; and thus the civil wars, 
which had fo long defolated the kingdom. A. D. 
*483. 

CHAP. XLV. 
OF THE REVIVAL OF LEARNING. 

The firft permanent ftep towards the revival 
of letters in Europe, was the eredtion of fchools under lay preceptors. Alfred and Charlemagne, 
thofe early luminaries of the modern world, had 
fhed a temporary luftre over the ages in which 
they lived. They had encouraged learning both 
by their example and patronage, and fome gleams 
of genius began to break forth; but the pro- 
mifing dawn did not arrive at perfect day. 

The fchools eredted bythefe great monarchs 
were entirely confined to the churches and monaf- 
teries, and monks were almoft the only inftrudtors 
of youth. The contracted ideas of fuch men, 
partly arifing from their mode of life, partly from 
their religious opinions, made them utterly unfit 
for the communication of liberal knowledge. 
Science in their hands degenerated into a barba- 
rous jargon, and genius again funk in the gloom 
of fuperftition. A long night of ignorance fuc- ■ceeded. Learning was confidered as dangerous 
to true piety, and darknefs was neceffary to hide 
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the ufurpations of the clergy, who were then 
exalting themfelves on the ruins of the civil 
power. 

The ancient poets and orators were reprefented 
as feducers to the path of deftnuftion. Virgil and 
Horace were the pimps of hell, Ovid a lecherous 
fiend, and Cicero a vain declaimer, impioully 
elated with the talent of heathenifh reafoning. 
Ariftotle’s logic alone was recommended, becaufe 
it was found capable of involving the fimpleft ar- 
guments, and of perplexing.the plainefi: truths. 
It became the univerfal fcience. And Europe, 
for almoft three centuries, produced no compofi- 
tion that can arreft the curiofity of a claffical en- 
quirer. Incredible legends, unedifying homilies, 
and trite expofitions of fcripture, were the only 
labours of the learned during that dark period. 

But the gloom at laft began to difappear, and 
the fceptre of knowledge was wrefted from the 
hand of fuperftition. Several enlightened perfons 
among the laity, who had ftudied under the 
Arabs in Spain, undertook the education of 
youth, about the beginning of the eleventh cen- 
tury, in the chief cities of Italy; and afterwards 
in thofe of France, England and Germany. In- 
ftruction was communicated in a more rational 
manner. More numerous, and more ufeful 
branches of fcience were taught. A tafte for an- 
cient literature was revived 5 and fome Latin po- 
ems were written, not unworthy of the latter 
times of the Roman empire. 

The human foul feems, at this period, to have 
roufed itfelf, as from a lethargy. The fame en- 
ihufiafm, which prompted one fet of men to fig- 

nalize 
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nalize their valour in the Holy Land, infpired 
another with the ardour of tranfmitting to pofte- 
rity the gallant actions of the former, and of ani- 
mating the zeal of thofe pious warriors, by the 
fabulous adventures of former Chriftian heroes. 
Thefe performances were compofed in verfe ; and 
1'everal of them with much elegance, and no fmall 
degree of imagination. But many bars were yet 
in the way of literary refinement. The tafte of 
the age was too rude to relifh the beauties of claf- 
fical compofition. The Latin language, in which 
all fcience was conveyed, was but imperfectly known to the bulk of readers ; and the fcarcity of 
parchment, together with the expence of tran- 
fcribing, rendered books fo extremely dear, as to 
be only within the reach of a few. Learning, however, continued to advance, 
in fpite of every obftruction; and the invention 
of paper in the fourteenth century, and of print- 
ing about the middle of the fifteenth*, made knowledge fo general within a century after, that 
Italy began to compare in arts and letters, her modern with her ancient tafte, and to contrail: 
the age of Leo X. with that of the fecond Cafar. 

* la the year 1430, Laurentius, of Harleim, invented the art of printing, which he practilcd with feparate wooden types. Guttenburgh, afterwards, invented cut metal types. But the art was carried to perfection by Peter Sehoeffer, who invented the mode of catting the types in matrices. Frederic Corfellis began to print at Oxford, in 1468, with wooden types; blit it was William Caxton, who introduced into England the art of printing with fufiie types, A, D. I474- 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

THE FEMALE CHARACTER ASSUMED NEW CON- 
SEQUENCE, UPON THE SETTLEMENT OF THE 
NORTHERN NATIONS IN THE ROMAN EM- 
PIRE. 

Romans, feem to have been confidered merely 
as objefts of fenfuality, or of domeftic conveni- 
ency. They were devoted to a ftatg of feclufion 
and obfcurity. They had few attentions paid 
them, and were permitted to take as little fhare 
in the converfation, as in the general commerce 
of life. 

But the northern nations, who paid a kind of 
devotion to the fofter fex, even in their native 
forefts, had no fooner fettled themfelves in the 
provinces of the Roman empire, than the fe- 
male character began to aflume new confequence. 
Thofe fierce barbarians, who feemed to thirft on- 
ly for blood, who involved in one undiftinguilh- 
edruin the monuments/of ancient grandeur and 
ancient ingenuity, and who devoted to the flames 
the knowledge of ages, always forbore to offer 
any violence to the women. They brought a- 
long with them the refpeftful gallantry of the 
North, which had power to reftrain even their 
favage ferocity; and they introduced into the 
Weft of Europe, a generofity of fentiment, and 
a complaifance toward the ladies, to which the 
moft polilhed nations of antiquity were ftrangers. 

I, among the ancient Greeks and 

F These 
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These fentiments of generous gallantry were 

foftered by the inftitution of chivalry, which 
lifted woman yet higher in the fcale of life- In- 
ftead of being nobody in fociety, ihe became its 
primum mobile. Every knight devoting him- 
felf to danger, declared himfelf the humble fer- 
vant of fome lady, and that lady was often the 
object of his love. Her honour was fuppofed to 
be intimately connected with his, and her fmile 
was the reward of his valour. For her he at- 
tacked, for her he defended, and for her he fhed 
his blood- Courage, animated by fo powerful a 
motive, loft fight of every thing but enterprize. 
Incredible toils were cheerfully endured ; incre- 
dible a£tions were performed ; and adventures, 
ieeming fabulous, were more than realized. 

The efledt was reciprocal. Women, proud of 
their influence, became worthy of the heroifin, 
which they had infpired. They were not to be 
approached, but by the high-minded and the 
brave •, and men then could only be admitted to 
the bofom of the chafte fair, after proving their 
fidelity and affection by years of perfeverance and 
of peril. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 
OF THE STATE OF SOCIETY AND MANNERS 

IN ENGLAND, ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF 
THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY. 

The 'Englifh court was, at that time, the 
moft fplendid in Europe, and one of the moft 
polifhed. Thither many accompliftied foreign- 
ers reforted, to behold the grandeur, and to en- 
joy the bounty of the third Edward. The fpoils of France fwelled the pomp of England ; while a 
captive king, and his unfortunate nobles, civilized 
its manners, by accuftoming its haughty and in- 
folent barons to the exercife of mutual complai- 
fance. 

Edward himfelf, and his illuftrious fon, the 
Black Prince, were the examples of all that was 
great in arms, or gallant in courtefy. They 
were the patrons and the mirrors of chivalry. 
Tilts, tournaments, and pageants, were conftantly 
exhibited ; and with a magnificence formerly un- 
known. 

The ladies who thronged the court of Edward, and crouded to fuch fpeftacles, arrayed in the 
richefi: habits, were the judges in thofe peaceful, 
though not always bloodlefs combats. And the 
vittorious knight, in receiving from the hand of 
beauty the reward of his prowefs, became defir- 
ous of exciting other pafiions, befides that of ad- 
miration. He began to turn his eyes from fancy to the heart. He afpired at an intereft in the feat 

F 2 of 
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of the affections. Inftead of the cold confent of 
virtue, he fought the warm return of love. In- 
ftead of acquiefcence, he demanded fenfibility. 

Female pride was roufed at fuch a requeft. 
Afliduities and attentions were employed to 
foothe it; and nature and cuftom, vanity and 
feeling, were long at war in the breaft of wo- 
man. 

During the courfe of this fentimental ftruggle, 
which had its rife in a more rational mode of 
thinking, which opened more freedom of inter- 
courfe, and terminated in our prefent familiar 
manners, the two fexes mutually polifhed each 
other ; the men acquired more foftnefs and ad- 
•drefs, the women more knowledge and graces. 

CHAP. XLVIII. 
OF THE REFORMATION OF RELIGION. 

After that enormous privilege, which the 
Roman pontiff afliuned, of dilpoflng of crowns, 
and of releafing nations from their oath of alle- 
giance, the moft pernicious to fociety was that of 
abfolving individuals from the ties of moral duty. This dangerous power, or one equivalent to it, 
the pope claimed as the fucceffor of St. Peter, and 
the keeper of the fpiritual treafury of the church, 
fuppofed to contain the fuper-abounding good 
works of the faints, together with the infinite 
merits of Jefus Chrift. Out of this inexhauftible 
ftorehoufe of fuper-ahundant merit, his Holinefs 

might 
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might retail, at pleafure, particular portions to 
thofe who were deficient. He affumed, in fhort, 
and direftly exercifed, the right of pardoning 
fins; which was, in other words, granting a 
permifiion to commit them. For if it is known, 
as had long been the cafe in the Romifh church, 
at what price any crime can be bought off, the 
encouragefnent to vice is the fame, as if a difpen- 
fation had been granted before-hand. And even 
that was frequently pra&ifed. 

The influence of fuch an abufe upon morals, 
may eafily be imagined.; particularly in ages when 
fuperftition had filenced the voice of confeience, 
and reafon was bewildered in Gothic darknefs ; 
when the church had every where provided fanc- 
tuaries, which not only fcreened from the arm of 
the civil magiftrate, perfons guilty of the great- 
eft enormities, but often enabled them to live in 
affluence. 

These indulgencies, or plenary pardons, which 
not only ferved as a remiflion of fins to the living, 
but as a releafe to the dead from the fins of pur- 
gatory, were firft invented by Urban H. as a* re- 
compence for thofe who engaged in the wild ex- 
pedition to the Holy Land. They were after- 
wards granted to fuch as contributed money for 
that, or any other pious purpofe ; and the fums 
fo railed were frequently diverted to other ufes. 
They were employed to fwell the ftate, to furnifh 
the luxuries, or accomplilh the ambitious enter- 
prizes of the popes. 

Leo the Tenth, that great patron of arts and 
of letters, having exhaufted the papal treafury in 
rewards to men of genius, in magnificent works, 

F 3 and 
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and expenfive pleafures, thought that he might 
employ, without danger, thofe pious frauds fa 
fuccefsfully practifed by the moft ignorant of his 
predeceflbrs. Accordingly he publilhed a general 
fale of Indulgences. 

If any thing could apologize for a religious 
cheat, which tends to the fubverlion of morals, 
Leo’s apology’- was ready. He was engaged in 
building that fuperb temple, the church of St. 
Peter, founded by his predeceflbrs; and the 
Turks were preparing to enter Germany. He 
had no occafion to forge pretences for this ex- 
tenfion of papal authority. But Leo, though a 
polite fcholar, and a fine gentleman, was but a 
pitiful pope. Liberal-minded himfelf, and fur- 
rounded by liberal-minded men, he did not fore- 
fee that the lamp of knowledge, which he held 
up to mankind, would light them to the abode 
of fuperftition, would fhew them her errors, her 
impoftures, her ufurpations, and their own fla- 
vilh condition. He did not refle£l, that impofi- 
tions praeftifed with fuccefs in one age, may prove 
a dangerous experiment in another. But he had 
foon occafion to remember it. ' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 
LUTHER WRITES AND PREACHES AGAINST 

INDULGENCES. A. D. 1517* 
The abufe of the fale of indulgences in Ger- 
many, where they were publicly retailed in ale- 
houfes, and where the produce of particular dil- 
tricts was farmed out, in the manner of a toll or 
euftom, awakened the indignation of Martin 
Luther, an Auguftine friar, and profelibr of 
theology in the univerfity of Wittemberg. Lu- 
ther was alfo incenfed, it is fa id, that the privi- 
lege of vending this fpiritual merchandife had 
been taken from his order, and given to the Do- 
minicans. But, be that as it may, he wrote and 
he preached againft indulgences. His writings 
were read with avidity, and his difcourfes were 
liftened to with admiration. 

He appealed to reafon and fcripture, for the 
truth of his arguments, not to the decillons of 
councils, or of popes. A corner of the veil was 
now opened. The people, ever fond of judging 
for themfelves (and in matters which concern 
themfelves only, they have an undoubted right), 
flattered by this appeal, began to call in quefcion 
that authority which they had formerly reve- 
renced, which they had blindly adored •, and 
Luther, emboldened by fuccefs, extended his 
views, and ventured to declaim againfl: other 
abufes. From abufes he proceeded to ufurpati- 
ons ; from ufurpations to errors ; and from one 

F 4 error 
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error to another, till the whole fabric of the 
Romilh church began to totter. 

Leo, in the mean time, alarmed at the pro- 
grefs of this daring innovator, had fummoned 
him to anfwer for his doctrines at Rome. But 
that citation was remitted at the interceflion of 
Frederic, furnamed the wife, Elector of Saxony, 
who had hitherto protected Luther; and his 
caufe was ordered to be tried in Germany, by 
cardinal Cajetan, a Dominican, eminent for 
fcholaftic learning, and the pope’s legate at the 
Imperial court. For this end, among othersj 
Cajetan attended the diet at Augfburg; and thi- 
ther Luther repaired without heiitation, after 
having obtained the emperor’s fafe-conduft, 
though he had good reafon to decline a judge, 
chofen from among his avowed adverfaries. 

The cardinal received him with decent refpeft, 
and endeavoured, at firft, to gain him by gentle 
treatment. But finding him firm in his princi- 
ples, and thinking it beneath the dignity of his 
Hat ion to enter into any formal difpute, he re- 
quired him, by virtue of the apoftolic powers with 
which he was veiled, to retraft his errors, with- 
out Ihewing that they were fuch, and to abftain 
for the future from the publication of new and 
dangerous opinions. 

Luther, who had flattered himfelf with a 
hearing, and hoped to diftinguifh himfelf in a 
difpute with a prelate of fuch eminent abilities, 
was much mortified at this arbitrary mode of 
proceeding. His native intrepidity of mind, 
however did not forfake him. He boldly replied, 
that he could not, with a fafe confcience, re- nounce 
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nounce opinions which he believed to be true, 
but offered to fubmit the whole controverfy to 
the judgment of the learned, naming certain uni- 
verfities. 

This offer was rejected by Cajetan, who ftill 
infifted on a Ample recantation ; and Luther, by 
the advice of his friends, after appealing to a ge- 
neral council, fecretly withdrew from Augfburg, 
and returned to his own country. 

The difpute was now carried on by writing on 
either fide. Luther, though oppofed by the 
pope, the conclave, and all the clergy, fupported 
his caufe fingly, and with fuccefs. As the con- 
troverfy was new, his ignorance of many parts 
of the fubjefts was not greater than theirs; 
and ill as he wrote, they anfwered ftill 
worfe. Opinions are implanted upon the minds 
of mankind, rather by confidence and perfeve- 
rance, than by ftrength of reafoning, or beauty 
of ditftion ; and no man had more confidence or 
more perfeverance than he. In vain did the 
pope iffue out his bulls againft him; in vain did 
the Dominican friars procure his writings to be 
burnt; he boldly abufed the Dominicans, and 
burnt the pope’s bull in the “ftreets of Wittem- 
berg. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. L. 
OF HENRY THE EIGHTH. 

Henry VIII. was born at Greenwich on the 
twenty-eighth of June, 1491, and fucceeded 
his father Henry VII. on the twenty-fecond of 
April, 1509, in the eighteenth year of his age. 

Soon after his fucceffion, he palled over into 
France, and took Tournay and fome other places. 
In the mean time king James of Scotland invaded i 
England, but was defeated at the famous battle 
of Floddenfield, when king James, many no- 
bles, and 9000 common foldiers were llain. 

Henry, having received the education of a 
fcholar, was confequently inftrufted in fchool- 
divinity, which was then the principal object of 
learned enquiry. Being, therefore, willing to 
convince the world of his abilities in that fcience, 
he obtained the pope’s permiffion to read the 
works of Luther, which had been forbidden un- 
der pain of excommunication. In confequence 
of this, the king defended the feven facraments, 
out of St. Thomas Aquinas ; and Ihewed fome 
dexterity in this fcience, though it is thought 
that Wolfey had the chief hand in directing 
him. 

A book being thus finilhed in hafte, it was fent 
to Rome for the pope’s approbation, which it is natural to fuppofe would not be withheld. The 
pontiff, ravilhed with its eloquence and depth, 
compared it to the labours of St. Jerome, or St. Auguftine j 
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Auguftine ; and rewarded the author with the 
title of Defender of the Faith ; little imagin- 
ing that Henry was foon to be one of the moft 
terrible enemies, that ever the church of Rome 
had to contend with. 

About the year 15 27, Henry began to have 
fome fcruples with regard to the validity of his 
marriage with his brother’s widow, which, per- 
haps, were excited by a motive much more pow- 
erful than the tacit fuggeftions of his confcience. 
It happened among the maids of honour, then 
attending the queen, there was one Anna Bullen, 
the daughter of Sir Thomas Bullen, a gentleman 
of diftindlion, and related to moft of the nobility. 
He had been employed by the king in feveral em- 
baflies, and was married to a daughter of the 
duke of Norfolk. The beauty of Anna furpafled 
whatever had hitherto appeared at this voluptu- 
ous court i and her education, which had been at 
Paris, tended to fet off her perfonal charms. 
Her features were regular, mild, and attractive, 
her ftature elegant, though below the middle fize, 
while her wit and vivacity exceeded even her other 
allurements. 

Henry, who had never learned the art of rc- 
ftraining any paffion, which he defired to gratify, faw and loved her. But after feveral efforts tp 
induce her to comply with his criminal defires, he 
found, that without marriage, he could have no 
chance of fucceeding. This obftacle, therefore, 
he hardily undertook to remove ; and as his own 
queen was now become hateful to him, in order to procure a divorce, he alleged that his confci- 
ence rebuked him, for having lb long lived in in- 

ceft 
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ceft with the wife of his brother. It is pretty 
evident, however, that on this occafion, he was 
influenced by the charms of Anna Bullen, whom 
he married, before he had obtained from Rome 
the proper bulls of divorce from the pope. 

Queen Anna Bullen lived with the king only 
till the had borne the princefs Elizabeth. Soon 
after which the was cruelly beheaded, with fome 
of her relations, on a charge of incontinency; 
of which there is the greateft: reafon to believe her 
innocent. Henry then married Jane Seymour, 
who died in child-bed of prince Edward ; when, 
it being impoflible to fave both, he was alked 
which thould be fpared, the mother or the child : 
he replied, “ That he could eafily procure ano- 
ther wife, but was not fure that he fhould have 
another fon.” He next married Anne of Cleves, 
whom he foon divorced, but fuflered her to re- 
fide in England on a penfion of 3000 pounds a 
year. His fifth wife Catharine Howard was, 
like Anna Bullen, beheaded for ante-nuptial adul- 
tery. But Catharine Parr, his laft wife, who 
was a widow when he married her, furvived 
him. 

A perplexing, though nice conjunfture of af- 
fairs induced Henry at laft to throw off all rela- 
tion to, or dependence upon, the church of 
Rome, and to bring about a reformation; in 
which, however, many of the Romifli errors and 
fuperftitions were retained. Henry never could 
have effected this mighty meafure, had it not been 
for his defpotic difpofition, which broke out on 
every occafion. The 
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The diffblution of the religious houfes, and 

the immenfe wealth that came to Henry, by feiz- 
ing all the ecclefiaftical property in his kingdom, 
enabled him to give full fcope to his arbitrary 
temper ; and his wifhes, however unreafonable, 
were too readily complied with in confequence of 
the fhameful fervility of his parliament. The 
heft and moft innocent blood of England was died 
on fcafFolds, and feldom any long time palled 
without being marked with fome illuftrious vittim 
of his tyranny. 

OF THE DEATH OF KING HENRT J WITH RE- 
MARKS ON HIS REIGN. 

his approaching diffolution had plainly been fore- 
feen by all around him for fome days. But, as it 
had been declared treafon to foretell the king’s 
death, no one durft inform him of his condition, left, in the tranfports of his fury, he fhould or- 
der the author of fuch intelligence to immediate 
punilhment. Sir Anthony Denny, however, at 
laft ventured to make known to him the awful 
truth. He fignified his refignation, and defired 
that Cranmer might be fent for. The primate 
came, though not before the king was fpeechlefs. 
But, as he ftill feemed to retain his fenfes, Cran- 

C H A P. LI. 

r’s health had long been declining, and 

mer 
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mer defired him to give fome fign of his dying in 
the faith of Chrift. He fqueezed the primate’s 
hand, and immediately expired in the fifty-fixth 
year of his age, and thirty-eighth of his reign j 
affording, in his end, a ftriking example, that 
compofure, in the hour of death, is not the in- 
feparable charatteriftic of a life well fpent, nor 
vengeance, in this world, the univerfal fate of 
blood-thirfty tyrants. Happily we know, that 
there is a ftate beyond the grave, where all ac- 
counts will be fettled, and a tribunal, where eve- 
ry one mull: anfwer for the deeds done in the 
flelh ; otherwife we Ihould be apt to conclude, 
from feeing the fame things happen to the juft 
and to the unjuft, to the cruel and the mer- 
ciful, that there was no eye in heaven, which 
regarded the actions of men, nor any arm to pu- 
nilh. 

Some kings have been tyrants from contradic- 
tion and revolt; fome from being milled by fa- 
vourites, and fome from a fpirit of party. But 
Henry was cruel from a depraved difpolition 
alone ; cruel in government, cruel in religion, and 
cruel in his family. Our divines have taken fome 
pains to vindicate the character of this brutal 
prince, as if his conduct and our reformation had 
any connexion with each other. There is nothing 
fo abfurd as to defend the one by the other. The 
moft noble deligns are brought about by the moft 
vicious inftruments ; for we fee even that cruelty 
and injuftice were employed in our holy redemp- 
tion. 

But the hiliory o£ this reign yields us other 
leffons, than thole of morality; leffons, which come 
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come home to the heart of every Englifhman, 
and which he ought to remember every moment 
of his exiftence. It teaches us the moft alarming 
of all political truths ; “ That the moft abfolute 
defpotifm may prevail in a ftate, and yet the form 
of a free conftitution remain.” Nay, it even leads 
us to a conjecture ftill more interefting to Britons, 
“ That in this country, a tyrannical prince moft 
fuccefsfully exercifes his violences, under the {bel- 
ter of thofe barriers, which the conftitution has 
placed, as the fecurity of national freedom; of 
our lives, our liberties, and our properties.” Hen- 
ry changed the national religion, and, in a great 
meafure, the fpirit of our laws. He exercifed the 
moft enormous violences againft the firft men in 
the kingdom. He loaded the people with op- 
preflive taxes, and he pillaged mem by loans, 
which it was known he never meant to pay. But 
he never attempted to abolifh the parliament, or 
even to retrench any of its moft doubtful privi- 
leges. The parliament was the grand inftrument 
of his tyranny. It authorized his oppreffive taxes, 
and abfolved him from the payment of his debts. 
It gave its fanCtion to his moft violent and fangui- 
nary meafures ; to meafures, which, of himfeif, 
he durft not have carried into execution ; or 
which, if fuppofed to be merely the refult of his 
own arbitrary will, would have roufed the fpirit 
of the nation to aflert the rights of humanity. 
Law would have been given to the tyrant’s pow- 
er ; or fame arm would have been found bold 
enough to rid the world of fuch a monfter, by 
carrying vengeance to his heart. 

The 
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The conclufion to be drawn from thefe facts 

and reafoning is, (and it deferves our moft ferious 
attention) that the Britifh conftitution, though 
fo happily poifed, that no one part of it feems to 
preponderate ;—though fo admirably conitructed, 
that every one of the three eftates is a check 
upon each of the other two, and both houfes of 
parliament upon the crown :—though the moft 
rational and perfect fyftem of freedom, which 
human wifdom has framed,—it is no pofitive fe- 
curity againft the defpotifm of an artful or tyran- 
nical prince ;—and that, if Britons ftiould ever 
be Haves, fuch an event is not likely to happen, as 
in France or Spain, by the abolition of our-natio- 
nal allembly, but by the corruption of its mem- 
bers ; by malting that fuppofed bulwark of our 
liberty, as in ancient Rome, the means of our 
flavery. 

Our admirable conftitution is but a gay fliadow 
to conceal our fhame, and the iniquity of our 
opprefibrs, unlefs our fenators are animated by 
the fame fpirit, which gave it birth. If they can 
be overawed by threats, feduced from their duty 
by bribes, or allured by promifes, another Henry 
may rule us with a rod of iron, and drench once 
more the fcaffold with the beft blood in the na- 
tion. The parliament will be the humble and fe- 
cure minifter of his tyrannies. 

CHAP. 



MODERN HISTORY. 

CHAP. LII. 

OF CARDINAL WOLSEY. 
Thomas WOLSEY, the firft who promoted 
the divorce of Catharine, Henry’s firft queen, 
was a butcher’s fon, of Ipfwich in Suffolk. He 
was a ftudent at Magdalen-College, Oxford, and 
greatly diftinguifhed by his talents. Fox, bifhop 
of Winchefter, having introduced him to court, 
he foon obtained the deanery of Lincoln. 

Henry VIII. who had a great affeftion for 
him, appointed him a member of his privy 
council ; made him prime minifter, a little after 
bilhop of Lincoln ; and afterwards archbifhop of 
York. By the intereft of Francis I. he was raifed 
to the purple ; and Henry made him lord-chan- 
cellor. 

Not being fatisfied with thefe preferments, 
Wolfey aimed at the pontifical chair, to which 
Charles V. had promifed to raife him. But as 
that emperor failed to promote his intereft in two 
conclaves, in the firft whereof he caufed Adrian, 
formerly his tutor, to be elefted pope; Wolfey, out of revenge, perfuaded king Henry to folicit 
the divorce ; which affair afterwards proved his 
ruin. For as Wolfey had not credit enough, at 
the court of Rome, to obtain the grant of thofe 
things, with the hopes of which he had flattered 
king Henry, he became odious to that prince ; 
who, tired out with the continual complaints 
made againft him, and the repeated folicitation of 

Anna 
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Anna Bullen, feized all his furniture, papers, and 
money. 

The inventory of his goods being taken, they 
were found to exceed even the moft extravagant 
furmifes. Of fine Holland alone there were 
found a thoufand pieces. The walls of his palace 
were covered with cloth of gold and filver. He 
had a cup-board of plate of mafly gold. All the 
reft of his riches and furniture were in proporti- 
on ; and probably their greatnefs invited the hand 
of power. 

The cardinal, after his difgrace, was ordered 
to retire to Efher, a country feat which he pof- 
fefled near Hampton, there to await the king’s 
further pleafure, with all the fluctuations of hope 
and apprehenfion. Still, however, he was in 
pofleflion of the archbifhopric of York and bi~ 
ihopric of Winchefter; and the king gave him 
diftant gleams of hope, by fending him a ring, 
accompanied with a gracious meflage. Wolfey, 
who, like every bad character, was proud to his 
equals, and mean to thofe above him, happening 
to meet the king’s meflenger on horfeback, im- 
mediately alighted, and throwing himfelf on his 
knees in the mire, received, in that abjeCt man- 
ner, thofe marks of his Majefty’s condefcenfion. 

But his hopes were foon overturned ; for af- 
ter he had remained fome time at Efher, he was 
ordered to remove to his fee of York, where he 
took up his refidence at Cawood, and rendered 
himfelf very popular in the neighbourhood by his 
affability. He was not allowed to remain long 
unmolefted in this retreat. He was arrefted by 
the earl of Northumberland, at the king’s com- mand, 
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mand, for high treafon ; and preparations were 
made for conducing him to London, in order to 
his trial. 

On his journey he was feized with a diforder, 
which turned into a dyfentry ; and it was with 
much difficulty that he was able to reach Leicef- 
ter Abbey. “ I am come to lay my bones among 
you,” faid Wolfey to the abbot and monks, who 
came out to receive him j and he immediately 
took his bed, whence he never rofe more. “ Had 
I but ferved my God,” cried he, a little before he 
expired, “ as diligently as I have ferved my king, 
he would not have given me over in my grey 
hairs.” 

His treafon, indeed, feems rather to have been 
againft the people than the prince, or even the 
ftate. For although the violence and obftinacy 
of Henry’s character ought perhaps to apologize 
for many of the cardinal’s public meafures, his 
continued extortions upon the fubjeft, by the moft 
iniquitous methods, in what he called the Legan- 
tine Court, admit of no alleviation. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LIII. 
OF THE FRENCH MONARCH, FRANCIS THE 

FIRST» 

In the reign of Francis I. contemporary with 
Henry VIII. of England, the French began to 
extend their influence over Europe. This prince, 
though he was brave to excefs in his own perfon, 
and had defeated the Swifs, who till then were 
deemed invincible, was an unfortunate warrior. 
He was a candidate for the empire of Germany, 
but loft the Imperial crown ; Charles V. of the 
houfe of Auftria and king of Spain, being ehofen. 
Francis made fome dazzling expeditions againft 
Spain, but fuffered his mother, of whom he was 
very fond, to abufe his power; by which he dis- 
obliged the conftable of Bourbon, the greateft of 
his fubjetts, who joined in a confederacy againft 
him with the emperor and Henry VIII. of Eng- 
land. He died in the fifty-third year of his age, 
and the thirty-third of his reign. 

During twenty-eight years of that time, an; 
avowed rivalfhip fubfifted between him and the 
emperor, which involved not only their own do- 
minions, but the greater part of Europe in wars, 
profecuted with more violent animofity, and 
drawn out to a greater length than had been 
known in any former period. 

Many circumftances contributed to both.— 
Their animpfity was founded in oppofition of in- 
tereft, heightened by perfonal emulation, and ex- afperated 
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afperated not only by mutual injuries, but by re- 
ciprocal infults. At the fame time, whatever 
advantage one feemed to poffefs towards gaining 
the afcendant, was wonderfully balanced by fome 
Favourable circumftance, peculiar to the other. 

The emperor’s dominions were of great ex- 
tent ; the French king’s lay more compact. Fran- 
cis governed his kingdom with abfolute power; 
that of Charles was limited, but he fupplied the 
want of authority by addrefs. The troops of the 
former were more impetuous and enterprizing; 
thofe of the latter, better difciplined, and more 
patient of fatigue. 

The talents and abilities of the two monarchs, 
were as different as the advantages which they 
poffelfed, and contributed no lefs to prolong the 
conteft between them. Francis took his refolu- 
tions fuddenly, profecuted them at firfl: with warmth, and pufhed them into execution with a 
moft adventurous courage. But being deftitute 
of the perfeverance neceffary to furmount difficul- 
ties, he often abandoned his defigns, or relaxed 
the vigour of purfuit from impatience, and fome- 
times from levity. 

Charles deliberated long, and determined 
with coolnefs ; but having once fixed his plan, he 
adhered to it with inflexible obftinacy, and nei- 
ther danger nor difcouragement could turn him 
afide from the execution of it. 

The fuccefs of their enterprizes was as differ- 
ent as their characters, and was uniformly influ- 
enced by them. Francis, by his impetuous acti- vity, often difconcerted the emperor’s befl: laid 
fchemes; Charles, by a more calm, but Heady 

profecution 
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profecution of his defigns, checked the rapidity of 
his rival’s career, and baffled or repulfed his moft 
vigorous efforts. The former, at the opening of 
a w#r, or of a campaign, broke in upon his enemy 
with the violence of a torrent, and carried all be- 
fore him; the latter waiting until he faw the force 
of his rival begin to abate, recovered in the end, 
not only all that he had loff, but made new ac- 
quifitions. Few of the French monarch’s at- 
tempts towards conqueft, whatever promifing 
afpeft they might wear at firft, were conduced 
to an happy iflue ; many of the emperor’s enter- 
prizes, even after they appeared defperate and im- 
pra£ficable, terminated in the mofl profperous 
manner. Francis was dazzled with the fplendor 
of an undertaking; Charles was allured by the 
profpedt of its turning to his advantage. 

The degree, however, of their comparative 
merit and reputation, has not been fixed either by 
a ffridl fcrutiny into their abilities for govern- 
ment, or by an impartial confideration of the 
greatnefs and fuccefs of their undertakings •, and 
Francis is one of thofe monarchs who occupies a fiigher rank in the temple of fame, than either 
his talents or performances entitle him to hold. 

Captivated with his perfonal qualities, his 
fubjefts forgot his defeats as a monarch, and ad- 
miring him as the moft accomplifhed and amiable 
gentleman in his dominions, they never murmured 
at a£ts of mal-adminiftraticn, which, in a prince 
of lefs engaging difpofitions, would have been 
deemed unpardonable. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LIV. 

OF QUEEN MARY, AND THE PERSECUTIONS 
DURING HER REIGN. 

King Edward VI. reigned fix years; during 
which time the reformatidli went on rapidly, 
through the zeal of Cranmer, and other divines. 

Edward, on his death-bed, from his attach- ment to the reformed religion, made a very un- 
conftitutional will; for he fet afide his fifter 
Mary from the fucceffion, which was claimed 
by lady Jane Grey, daughter to the duchefs of 
Suffolk, younger fifter to Henry VIII. This 
lady, though ftie had fcarcely reached her feven- 
teenth year, was a prodigy of learning and vir- 
tue. But the bulk of the Englifti nation recog- 
nized the claim of the princefs Mary, who cut off 
lady Jane’s head, and that of her hufband Lord 
Guildford Dudley, fon to the duke of Northum- 
berland, who fuffered in the fame manner. 

Mary being thus fettled on the throne was 
married to Philip II. king of Spain, who, like 
herfelf, was an unfeeling bigot to popery *, and 
the chief praife of her reign is, that by the mar- 
riage articles, provifion was made for the inde- 
pendence of the Englifti crown. By the affift- 
ance of troops, which fhe furnifhed to her huf- 
band, he gained the important battle of St. Quin- 
tin. But that victory was fo ill improved, that 
the French, under the duk§ of Guife, foon after 
took Calais, the only place then remaining to the 
Englilh in France. This 
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This event, together with the confcioufnefs of 

being hated by her fubjefts, and defpifed by her 
hufband, fo much affected Mary, whofe health 
had long been in a declining ftate, that fhe fell 
into a lingering fever, which put an end to her 
fhort and inglorious reign, in the year 1558. 
“ When I am dead,” faid Ihe to her attendants, « you will find Calais at my heart.” 

Mary poflefled few qualities either eftimable or 
amiable. Her perfon was as little engaging as her 
manner. And, amidft that complication of vices 
which entered into her compofition, obftinacy, 
bigotry, violence, cruelty, we fcarcely find any 
virtue but fincerity; unlefs we add vigour of 
mind, a quality, which feems to have been inhe- 
rent in her family. 

During this queen’s reign, perfecution for re- 
ligion was carried to the moft terrible height. 
The mild counfels of cardinal Pole, who was in- 
clined to toleration, were over-ruled by Gardiner 
and Bonner; and multitudes of all conditions, 
ages, and fexes were committed to the flames. 

The perfecutors began with Rogers, preben- 
dary of St. Paul’s; a man equally diftinguifhed 
by his piety and learning, but whofe domeftic fitu- ation, it was hoped, would bring him to com- 
pliance. He had a wife, whom he tenderly loved, 
and ten children, yet did he continue firm in his 
principles ; and fuch was his ferenity, after con- 
demnation, that the gaolers, it is faid, awaked 
him from a found fleep, when the hour of his exe- 
cution approached. He fuffered in Smithfield. 

Hooper, bifhop of Gloucefter, was condemned 
at the fame time with Rogers, but fent to his own 
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own diocefe to be punifhed, in order to ftrike 
the great terror into his flock. The conftancy 
-of his death, however, had a very contrary ef- 
fect. It was a fcene of confolation to Hooper, 
to die in their fight, bearing teftimony to that 
doctrine which he had formerly taught among 
them; and he continued to exhort them, till his 
tongue, fwollenby the ^violence of his agony, de- nied him utterance. 

Ferrar, bifhop of St. David’s, alfo fuffered ■this terrible punifhment in his own diocefe •, and 
Ridley, bifhop of London; and Latimer, for- 
merly bifhop of Worcefter, two prelates venerable 
by their years, their learning and their piety, pe- 
rifhed together in the fame fire at Oxford, fup- 
porting each other’s conftancy by their mutual 
exhortations. Latimer, when tied to the ftake, called to his companion, « Be of good cheer, my 
brother ; we fhall this day kindle fuch a flame in 
England, as I truft in God will never be extin- 
guifhed.” 

Sanders, a refpettable clergyman, was com- 
mitted to the flames at Coventry. A pardon was 
offered him, if he would recant. But he re- 
jefted it with difdain, and embraced the ftake, 
faying, « Welcome, crofs of Chrift! welcome, 
everlafting life!” 

Cranmer had lefs courage at firft. Terrified 
by the profpeft of thofe tortures which awaited 
him, or overcome by the fond love of life, and by the flattery of artful men, who pompoufly re- 
prefented the dignities to which his character ftill 
entitled him, if he would merit them by a recan- 
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tation, he agreed, in an unguarded hour, to fub- 
fcribe to the dodtrines of the papal fupremacy, and 
the real prefence- 

But the court, no lefs perfidious than cruel, 
determined, that his recantation Ihould avail him 
nothing; that he Ihould acknowledge his errors 
in the church before the people, and afterwards 
be led to execution. 

Whether Cranmer received fecret intelli- 
gence of their defigns, or repented of his 
weaknefs, or both, is uncertain; but he fur- 
prifed the audience by a declaration, very differ- 
ent from what was expedted. After explaining 
his fenfe of what he owed to God and his fove- 
reign, “ There is one mifcarriage in my life,” 
faid he, “ of which, above all others, I feverely 
repent,—the infincere declaration of faith, to 
which I had the weaknefs to fubfcribe. But I 
take this opportunity of atoning for my error, by 
a fincere and open recantation, and am willing to 
feal with my blood that dodtrine, which I firmly 
believe to-be communicated from heaven.” 

As his hand, he added, had erred, by betray- 
ing his heart, it fhould firft be puniflied by a fe- 
vere, but juft doom. He accordingly ftretched 
it out, as foon as he came to the flake, to which 
he was inftantly led, and without difcovering, ei- 
ther by his looks or motions, the leaft fign of 
weaknefs, or even of feeling, he held it in the 
flames till it was entirely confumed. His thoughts, 
to ufe the words of an elegant and learned hifto- 
rian, appeared to be totally occupied in refledling 
on his former fault; and he called aloud feveral 
times, “ This hand has offended!” When it 

dropped 
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•dropped off, he difcovered a ferenity in his coun- 
tenance, as if fatisfied with facrificing to divine 
juftice the inftrument of his crime; and when the 
•lire attacked his body, his foul, totally colletted 
within itfelf, feemed fuperior to every external 
accident, and altogether inaccellible to pain. 

C H A P. LV. 
-OF CHARLES THE FIFTH, KING OF SPAIN, 

AND EMPEROR OF GERMANY. 

Charles V. grandfon df Maximilian, of 
the houfe of Auftria, was defied emperor, in 
the year 1519. His extenflve pofleffions in Eu- 
rope, Africa, and, above all, America, from 
whence he drew immenfe treafures, began to 
alarm the jealoufy of neighbouring princes, but 
could not iatisfy the ambition of Charles ; and we 
find him conftantly engaged in foreign wars, or 
with his own profeftant fubjccts, whom he in 
vain attempted to bring back to the catholic 
church. At lafl, after a long and turbulent 
reign, he came .to a refolution which filled all 
Europe with aftonilhment. 

Though he was no more than fifty-fix, an age 
when objefls of ambition operate with full force on the mind, and are generally purfued with the 
greateft ardour, Lts determined to refign his here- 
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ditary dominions to his fon Philip, and to with- 
draw himfelf entirely from any concern in the af- 
fairs of this world, in order that he might fpend 
the remainder of his days in retirement and fo- 
.litude. 

Various have been the opinions of hiftorians 
concerning a refolution fo lingular and unexpected. 
But the mod probable feem to be, the difappoint- 
ments which Charles had met with in his ambiti- 
ous hopes, and the daily decline of his health. 
He had early in life been attacked with the gout; 
and the fits were now become fo. frequent and fe- 
vere, that not only the vigour of his conditution 
was broken, but the faculties of his mind were fenfibly impaired. He therefore judged it more 
decent to conceal his infirmities in fome folitude, 
than to expofe them any longer to the public eye. 
And, as he was unwilling to forfeit the fame, or 
lofethe acquilltionsofhis better years, by attempt- 
ing to guide the reins of government, when he 
was no longer able to hold them with deadinefs, 
he prudently determined to feek, in the tranquillity 
of retirement, that happinefs, which he had in 
vain purfued, amid the tumults of war, and the 
intrigues of date. 

In confequence of this refolution, Charles, who 
had already ceded to his fon Philip the kingdom 
of Naples, and the duchy of Milan, adembled 
the dates of the Low-Countries at Brudels; and 
{'eating himfelf, for the lad time, in the chair of 
date, he explained to his fubjefts the reafons of 
his refignation, and folemnly devolved his au- 
thority upon Philip. PisiNG 
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Rising from his feat, and leaning on the 

fhoulder of the prince of Orange, becaufe he 
was unable to ftand without fupport, he acl- 
drefled himfelf to the audience ; and from a pa- 
per, which he held in his hand, in order to al- 
fift his memory, he recounted, with dignity, but 
without oftentation, all the great things which he 
had undertaken and performed, lince the com- 
mencement of his adminiftration. He obferved, 
that, from the feventeenth year of his age, he 
had dedicated all Ills thoughts and attention to 
public objects; referving no portion of his time 
for the indulgence of his eafe, and very little for 
the enjoyment of private pleafure : that, either in 
a pacific or hoftile manner, he had vifited Ger- 
many nine times, Spain fix times, France four 
times, Italy feven times, the Low-Countries ten 
times, England twice, Africa as often, and had 
made eleven voyages by fea: that, while his 
health permitted him to difcharge his duty, and 
the vigour of his conftitution was equal, in any 
degree, to the arduous -office of governing fuch 
extenfive dominions, he had never fhunned la- bour, nor repined under fatigue: that, now, 
when his health was broken, and his vigour ex- 
haufted by the rage of an incurable diftemper, 
his growing infirmities admoniflied him to retire j 
nor was he fo fond of reigning, as to retain the 
iceptre in an impotent hand, -which was no 
longer able to protect his fubjedts, or to render 
them happy: that, inftead of a fovereign worn 
out with difeafes, and fcarcely half alive, he gave 
them one in the prime of life, accuftomed already 
to govern, and who added to the vigour of youth, 
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all the attention and fagacity of maturer years : 
that, if during the courfe of a long adminiftra- 
tion, he had committed any material error in go- 
vernment ; or if, under the preffure of fo many 
and great affairs, and amidft the attention which 
he had been obliged to give to them, he had ei- 
ther neglected or injured any of his fubjects, he 
now implored their forgivenefs: that, for his 
part, he fhould ever retain a grateful fenfe of 
iheir fidelity and attachment, and would carry 
the remembrance of it along with him to the place 
of his retreat, as his fweeteft confolation, as well 
as the beft reward for all his fervices ; and, in his- 
laft prayers to Almighty God, would pour forth- hjs ardent willies for their welfare. 

Then turning towards Philip, who fell on his 
knees, and killed his father’s hand, “ If,” fays- 
he, “ I had left you, by my death, this rich in- 
heritance, to which I have made fuch large addi- 
tions, feme regard would have been juftly due to 
my memory on that account. But now, when I 
voluntary refign to you, what I might have ftill 
retained, I may well expeft the warmeft exprefli- 
ons of thanks on your part. With thefe, how- 
ever, I difpenfe ; and fliall confider your concern 
for the welfare of your fubje&s, and your love of 
them, as the beft and moft acceptable teftimony 
of your gratitude to me. It is in your power, by 
a wife and virtuous adminiftration, to juftify the extraordinary proof, which I, this day, give of 
my paternal affection; and to demonftrate, that 
you are worthy of the confidence which I repofe 
in you. Preferve an inviolable regard for reli- 
gion. Maintain the catholic faith in its purity. 
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Let the laws of your country be facred in your 
eyes. Encroach not on the rights and privileges 
of your people. And, if the time {hall ever 
come, when you {hall wifh to enjoy the tranquil- 
lity of private life, may you have a fon,* endowed 
with fuch qualities, that you can refign your fcep-* 
tre to him with as much fatisfaftion as I give up 
mine to you.” 

As foon as Charles had finilhed this long ad- 
drefs to his fubjects, and to their new fovereign, 
he funk into the chair, exhaufted, and -ready to 
faint with the fatigue of fuch an extraordinary 
effort. During his difeourfe, the whole audience 
melted into tears; fome, from admiration of his 
magnanimity; others, foftened by the expreffi- 
ons of tendernefs towards his fon, and of love to 
his people ; and all were affefted with the deepeft forrow at lofing a fovereign who had diftinguiftied 
the Netherlands, his native country, with parti- 
cular marks of his regard and attachment. 

A few weeks afterwards, Charles, in an afc 
fembly no lefs fplendid, and with a ceremonial 
equally pompous, refigned to his fon the crowns 
of Spain, with all the territories depending on 
them, both in the Old and in the New World. 
Of all thefe vaft pofleffions he referved nothing 
for himfelf, but an annual penfion of a hundred 
thoufand crowns, to defray the charges of his fa- 
mily, and to afford him a fmall fum for atts of 
beneficence and charity. 

The place he had chofen for his retreat, was 
the monaftery of St. Juftus, in the province of 
Eftremadura. It was feated in a vale of no great 
extent, watered by a fmall brook, and furrounded 

G 4 by 



:28 THE FLOWERS OF 
by riling grounds, covered with lofty trees. From 
the nature of the foil, as well as the temperature 
of the climate, it was efteemed the moll health- 
ful and delicious fituation in Spain. 

Here he buried in folitude and filence, his 
grandeur, his ambition, together with all thofe 
vaft projefts, which, during half a century, had 
alarmed and agitated Europe ; filling every king- 
dom in it, by turns, with the terror of his arms, 
and the dread of being fubjefted to his power. 
Here he enjoyed, perhaps, more complete fatif- 
faftion, than all his grandeur had ever yielded 
him. Far from taking any part in the political, 
tranfa&ions of the princes of Europe, he reftrained 
his curiofity even from any enquiry concerning 
them; and he feemed to view the bufy fcene 
which he had abandoned, with all the contempt 
and indifference arifing from his thorough expe- 
rience of its vanity, as well as from the pleafing 
refle&ion of having difengaged himfelf from its 
cares. 

New amufements and new objects now occu- 
pied his mind. Sometimes he cultivated the 
plants in his garden, with his own hands. Some- 
times he rode out to the neighbouring wood, on a 
little horfe, the only one that he kept, attended 
by a fingle fervant on foot. When his infirmities 
confined him to his apartment, he either admit- 
ted a few gentlemen, who refided in the neigh- 
bourhood, and entertained them familiarly at his 
table; or he employed himfelf in ftudying the 
principles, and in forming curious works of me- 
chanifin, of which he had always been remarka- 
bly fond. He was particularly curious with re- 
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gard to the conftruftion of clocks and watches. And 
having found, after repeated trials, that he could 
not bring any two of them to go exaftly alike, he 
reflected, it is faid, with a mixture of furprize 
and regret, on his own. folly, in having beftowed 
fo much time and labour, on the more vain at- 
tempt of bringing mankind to a precife uniformity 
of fentiment, concerning the intricate and myfte- 
rious doctrines of religion. And here, after two 
years retirement, he was feized with a fever, which 
carried him off in the fifty-ninth year of his age, 
A. D. 1557. 

CHAP. LVI. 
OF THE MASSACRE OF THE HUGONOTS, OR PRO- - TESTANTS, AT PARIS. A. D. I572. 
FRANCIS II. being a weak, fickly, and inac- 
tive prince, his power was entirely engroffed by a 
prince of the houfe of Guife, uncle to his wife, 
the beautiful queen of Scotland. This engroff- ment of power encouraged the Bourbon, the Montmorenci, and other great families, to form 
a ftrong oppofition againft the government. An- 
thony, king of Navarre, was at the head of the 
Bourbon family. But the queen-mother, the 
famous Catharine of Medicis, being obliged to 
take part with the Guifes, the confederacy, who G j had 



THE FLOWERS OF I3° 
had adopted the caufe of Hugonotifm, was bro- 
ken in pieces, when the hidden death of Francis 
happened, in the year 1560. 

The event took place, while the prince of 
Conde, brother to the king of Navarre, was un- 
der fentence of death, for a conlpiracy againft 
the court. But the queen-mother faved him, to 
balance the intereft of the Guifes ; fo that the 
foie direction of affairs fell into her hands, dur- 
ing the minority of her fecond fon Charles IX. 
Her regency was a continued feries of diffimulati- 
on, treachery, and murder. The duke of Guife, 
who was the fcburge of the proteftants, was 
treacheroufly murdered by one Poltrot, at the 
liege of Orleans ; and the murderer was thought 
to have been inftigated by the famous Coligni, 
admiral of France, who was then at the head of 
the proteftant party. Three civil wars fucceeded 
each other. At laft the court pretended to grant 
the Hugonots a very advantageous peace, and a 
match was concluded between Henry, the young 
king of Navarre, a proteftant, and the French 
king’s lifter. 

The heads of the proteftants were invited to 
celebrate the nuptials at Paris, with the infernal 
view of butchering them all, if poflible, in one 
night. The admiral was wounded by a Ihot from 
a window, a few days after the marriage ; yet the 
court ftill found means to quiet the fufpicions of 
the Hugonots, till the eve of St. Bartholomew, 
when a maffacre commenced, to which there is 
nothing parallel in the hiftory of mankind, either 
for the diflimulation that led to it, or the cruelty 
and barbarity, with which it was put in execution* The 
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The proteftants, as a body, were devoted to de- 
ftru&ion ; the young king of Navarre, and the 
prince of Conde only being excepted from the 
general doom, and that on condition they fhould 
change their religion. 

Charles in perfon led the way to this butchery, 
which was chiefly conducted by the Duke of 
Guife. The guards had been ordered to be un- 
der arms. The ringing of a bell was the fignal; 
and the catholic citizens, though unprepared for 
fuch a fcene, zealoufly feconded the fury of the 
foldiery, imbruing their hands, without remorfe, 
in the blood of their neighbours, of their com- 
panions, and even of their relations. Perfons of 
every condition, age, and fex, fufpetted of ad- 
hering to the reformed opinions, were involved 
in one undiftinguilhed ruin. About five hundred 
gentlemen, and men of rank, among whom was 
Coligni, with many other leaders of the party, 
were murdered in Paris alone ; and near ten thou- 
fand perfons of inferior condition. The fame 
barbarous orders were fent to all the provinces; 
and a like carnage enfued in Rouen, Lyons, and 
feveral other cities. Sixty thoufand proteftants 
are fuppofed to have been butchered in different 
parts of the kingdom. 

As an apology for this barbarous perfidy, Char- 
les pretended, that a confpiracy of the Hugonots 
to feize his perfon, had been fuddenly detedted 
and that he had been neceflitated, for his own 
fafety, to proceed to extremities againft them. 

At Rome, and in Spain, the maffacre of St. 
Bartholomew, which no popifh writer of the 
prefent age mentions without deteftation, was the 

fubjedt 
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fubjeft of public rejoicing, and folemn thanks 
were returned to God for its fuccefs. 

Among the proteftants it excited incredible 
horror ; a ftriking picture of which is drawn by 
Fenelon, the French ambaffador at the court of 
England, in his account of his firft audience af- 
ter that barbarous tranfaftion. “ A gloomy for- 
row,” fays he, “ fat on every face; filence, as in 
the dead of night, reigned through all the cham- 
bers of the royal apartment j the ladies and cour- 
tiers, clad in deep mourning, were ranged on 
each fide, and as I pafled through them, not one 
beftowed on me a favourable look, or made the 
lead: return to my falutes.” 

CHAP. LVII. 
THE ORIGIN OF THE REPUBLIC OF HOL- 

LAND. 

The tyranny of Philip of Spain made the 
Dutch attempt to throw off his yoke, which oc- 
cafioned a general infurrettion. The counts 
Hoorn, Egmont, and the prince of Orange, 
appearing at the head of it, and Luther’s refor- 
mation gaining ground at the fame time in the 
Netherlands, his difciples joined the male-con- 
tents. Whereupon king Philip introduced a 
kind of inquifition, in order to fupprefs them; 
and many thoufands were put to death by that court, 
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court, befides thofe who perifhed by the fword. 
Count Hoorn and Count Egmont were taker) and 
beheaded. But the prince of Orange, whom 
they elefted to be their Stadtholder, retiring into 
Holland, that province, and thofe adjacent to 
it, entered into a treaty for their mutual de- 
fence. 

The deputies accordingly met at Utrecht, in 
the year 15 79, and ligned that famous union, in 
appearance fb flight, but in reality fo folid, of 
feven provinces independent of each other, actu- 
ated by different interefts, yet as clofely connect- 
ed by the great tie of liberty, as the bundle of 
arrows, the arms and emblem of their repub- 
lic. 

It was agreed, That the feven provinces {hall 
unite themfelves in intereft as one province, re- 
ferving to each particular province and city, all 
its privileges, rights, cuftoms, and ftatutes ; that 
in all difputes between either of the provinces, 
the reft {hall interpofe only as mediators; and 
that they {hall aflift each other with life and for- 
tune, againft every foreign attempt upon any 
particular province. 

The firft coin ftruck after this alliance is ftrong- 
ly expreflive of the perilous fituation of the in- 
fant commonwealth. It reprefented a fhip ftrug- 
gling amid the waves, unaflifted by fails or oars, 
with this motto : incertum quo fata ferant ; u I know not whither fate may carry me.” 

Though thefe revolters at firft were thought 
fo defpicable, as to be termed Beggars by their ty- 
rants, their perfeverance and courage were fuch, 
under the prince of Orange, and the afliftance 

afforded 
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afforded them by queen Elizabeth, both in troops 
and money, that they forced the crown, of Spain 
at laft to declare them a free people, about the 
year 1609 ; and afterwards they were declared 
by all Europe to be an independent ftate, under 
the title of the united provinces. 

CHAP. LVIII. 
OF THE DEFEAT OF THE SPANISH ARMADA BY QUEEN ELIZABETH. 

Philip, king of Spain, made ufe of the im- 
menfe fums which he drew from Mexico and Pe- 
ru, in equipping the moft formidable armament 
that perhaps had ever been put to fea, under the 
prince of Parma, the beft captain of that age; 
This fleet, which was called the invincible 
armada, confifted of an hundred and thirty vef- 
fels, and carried about twenty thoufand land 
forces, eight thoufand four hundred mariners, 
two thoufand galley-flaves, and two thoufand fix 
hundred and thirty great pieces of brafs ord- 
nance. 

Nothing could exceed the terror and confter- 
nation which all ranks of people felt upon the 
news of this terrible Armada being under fail to 
invade England. A fleet of not above thirty 
flfips of war, and thofe very fmall, in compari- 
fon, was all that was to oppofe it by fea; and as 
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for refilling by land, that was fuppofed to be im- 
poflible, as the Spanifli army was compofed of 
men well difciplined, and long inured to dan- 
ger. 

The queen alone feemed undifmayed in this 
threatening calamity. She ilTued all her orders 
with tranquillity, animated her people to a fteady 
reliftance ; and the more to excite the martial 
fpirit of the nation, appeared on horfeback in the 
camp at Tilbury, exhorting the foldiers to their 
duty, and promifing to fhare the fame dangers, 
and the fame fate with them. “ I myfelf,” faid 
ihe, “ will be your general, your judge, and the rewarder of every one of your virtues in the 
field. Your alacrity has already deferved its re- 
wards ; and, on the word of a prince, they fhall 
be duly paid you. Perfevere then in your obedi- 
ence to command, Ihew your valour in the field, and we fhall foon have a glbrious victory over 
thofe enemies of my God, my kingdom, and my 
people.” 

Nor were her preparations by fea driven on 
with lefs alacrity. Although the Englifh fleet 
was much inferior in number and fize of fhipping 
to that of the enemy, yet it was much more ma- 
nageable, the dexterity and courage of the mari- 
ners being greatly fuperior. Lord Howard of 
Effingham, a man of great courage and ca- 
pacity, as Lord Admiral, took on him the com- 
mand of the navy. Drake, Hawkins, and For- 
bifher, the moft renowned feamen in Europe, 
ferved under him. 

Effingham, who was informed of the approach 
of the Spapifh fleet by a Scotch pirate, had juft 

time 
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time to get out of port, when he faw it coming 
full fail towards him, difpofed in the form of a 
crefcent, and ftretching the diftance of feven 
miles, from the extremity of one divifion to that 
of the other. The lofty mafts, the fwelling fails, 
and the towering prows of the Spanifh galleons, 
feem impollible to be juftly defcribed by the hif- 
torians of that age, without affuming the lan- 
guage of poetry. Not fatisfied with reprefenting 
the Armada as a fpe&acle affirming equal terror 
and admiration into the minds of all beholders, 
and as the moft magnificent that had ever appear- 
ed on the main, they affert, that, though the 
fhips bore every fail, it yet advanced with a flow 
motion, as if the ocean groaned with fupporting, 
and the winds been tired with impelling fo enor- 
mous a weight. 

The Englifti admiral at firft gave orders not to 
come to dole fight with the enemy, on account 
of the fize of their fhips, and the number of fol- 
diers on board. But a few trials convinced him, 
that, even in clofe fight, the fize of the Spanifh 
fhips was of no advantage to them. Their bulk 
expofed them to the fire, while their cannon 
placed too high, fhot over the heads of the Eng- 
lifh. 

Every thing confpired to the ruin of this vafi: 
armament. Sir Francis Drake took the great 
galleon of Andalufia, and a large fhip of Bifcay, 
which had fallen behind the reft ; while the no- 
bility and gentry haftened out with their veflels 
from every harbour, and reinforced Effingham, 
who filled eight of his fmaller fhips with combuf- 
tibles, and fent them into the midft of the enemy. The 
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The Spaniards fled with diforder and precipita- 
tion. The Englifli fell upon them, while in con- 
fufion ; and, befides doing great damage to their 
whole fleet, took twelve flaips- 

It was now evident that the purpofe of the Ar- 
mada was entirely fruftrated ; and the duke of 
Parma, whofeveflels were calculated for trans- 
porting Soldiers, not for fighting, pofitively re- 
fufed to leave the harbour, while the Englifh 
were mafters of the fea. The Spanifti admiral, after many unfuccefsful rencounters, prepared 
therefore to return home. But, as the winds 
were contrary to his pafiage through the channel, 
he refolved to make the circuit of the ifland.. 
The Englifli fleet followed him for fome time ; 
and had not their ammunition fallen fliort, 
through the negligence of- the offices in lupplying, 
them, they had obliged the invincible Armada to 
Surrender at difcretion. 

Such a concltifion of that vain-glorious enter- 
prize would have been truly illuftrious to the 
Englifti ; but the event was Scarce lefs fatal to the 
Spaniards. The Armada was attacked by a vio- 
lent ftorm in paffing the Orkneys. The Ships 
having already loft their anchors, were obliged to 
keep at fea ; and the mariners unaccuftomed to hardships, and unable to manage fuch unwieldy 
vefiels, allowed them to drive on the weftern ifles 
of Scotland, or on the coaft of Ireland, where 
they were miferably wrecked. Not one half of 
the fleet returned to Spain, and a ftill fmaller 
proportion of the Soldiers and Seamen. Yet Phi- 
lip, whofe command of temper was equal to his 
ambition, received with an air of tranquillity the 

news 



THE FLOWERS OF 138 
news of fo humbling a difafter. “ I fent my 
fleet,” faid he, “ to combat the Englhh, not the 
elements. God be praifed that the calamity is 
not greater.” 

CHAP. LIX. 
THE CHARACTER OF QUEEN ELIZABETH, BT 

MR.- HUME. 
Queen Elizabeth died on the twenty-fourth 
of March 1603, in the feventietli year of her 
age, and the forty-fifth of her reign. 

T here are few perfonages in hiftory, who have 
been more expofed to the calumny of enemies, 
and the adulation of friends, than Queen Eliza- 
beth, and yet there is fcarce any, whofe reputa- 
tion has been, more certainly determined by the 
unanimous confent of pofterity. The unufual 
length of her adminiftration, and the ftrong fea- 
tures of her charafter, were able to overcome all 
prejudices ; and obliging her detractors to abate 
much of their inveCtives, and her admirers fome- 
what of their panegyrics, have at laft, in fpite of 
political factions, and what is more, of religious 
animofities, produced an uniform judgment with 
regard to her conduCt. Her vigour, her con- 
ftancy, her magnanimity, her penetration, vigi- 
lance, and addrefs, are allowed to merit the highefl: 
praifes, and appear not to have been furpafled by 

any 
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any perfon, who ever filled a throne. A conduft 
lefs rigorous, lefs imperious, more fincere, more 
indulgent to her people, would have been requi- 
fite to form a perfedt character. By the force of 
her mind, {he controlled all her more active and 
ftronger qualities, and prevented them from run- 
ning into excefs. Her heroifm was exempted 
from all temerity, her frugality from avarice, her 
friendfhip from partiality, her enterprize from 
turbulency, and a vain ambition. She guarded* 
not herfelf with equal care, or equal fuccefs, from 
lefs infirmities ; the- rivallhip of beauty, the de- 
fire of admiration, the jealoufy of love, and the- 
{allies of anger. 

Her lingular talents for government were 
founded equally on her temper, and on her capa- 
city. Endowed with a great command over her- 
felf, {he foon obtained an uncontrolled afcen- 
dant over the people ; and while Ihe merited 
all their efteem, by her real virtues, {he alfo. 
engaged their affections, by her pretended ones* 

Few foveretgns of England fucceeded to the 
throne in more difficult circumftanees ; and none 
ever conducted the government with fuch uniform 
fuccefs and felicity. Though unacquainted with 
the practice of toleration, the true fecret of ma- 
naging religious factions, {he preferved her peo- 
ple, by her fuperior prudence, from thofe con- 
fufions, in which theological controverfy had in- 
volved all thoneighbouring nations. And, though 
her enemies were the molt powerful princes of 
Europe, the molt aCtive, the molt enterprifing, the leaft fcrupulous, ihe was able, by her vigour, 
to make deep impreflions on their ftate. Her 

own 
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ewn greatnefs, in the mean time, remained un- 
touched and unimpaired. 

The wife minifters and brave warriors, who 
flourifhed during her reign, fliare the praife of 
her fuccels 5 but inftead of leflening the applaufe 
due to her, they make great addition to it. They 
all owed their advancement to her. choice. They 
were fupported by her conftancy ; and with all 
their ability, they were never able to acquire any 
undue afcendant over her. 

In her family, in her court, in her kingdom, 
{lie remained equally miftrefs. The force of the 
tender paflxons was great over her, but the force 
of her mind was ftill luperior; and the combat, 
which her victory vifibly coft her, ferves only to 
difplay the firmnefs of her refolution, and the 
loftinefs of her ambitions fentiments. 

The fame of this princefs, though it has fur- 
mounted the prejudices both of fa&ion and of bi- 
gotry, yet lies ftill expofed to another prejudice, 
which is more durable, becaufe more natural, and 
which, according to the different views in which 
we furvey her, is capable either of exalting be- 
yond meafure, or diminifhing the luftre of her 
character. This prejudice is founded on the con- 
fideration of her fex. When we contemplate her 
as a woman, we are ant to be ftruck with the 
higheft admiration of ner qualities and extenfive 
capacity ; but we are alfo apt to require fome 
more (bftnefs of difpofition, fome greater lenity 
of temper, fome of thofe amiable weaknefies, by 
which her fex is diftinguiflied. .But the true me- 
thod of eftimating her merit, is to lay afide all 
thefe confiderations, and to conffder her merely as. 
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as a rational being, placed in authority, and in- 
truded with the government of mankind. We 
may find it difficult to reconcile our fancy to her, 
as a wife or a miftrefs ; but her qualities as a fove- 
reign, though with fome confiderable exceptions, 
are the object of undifputed applaufe and admi- 
ration. 

CHAP. LX. 
OF MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS, AND THE AS- 

SASSINATION OF RIZZIQ. 
Mary was daughter to James V. king of 
Scotland, and to Mary of Lorrain, elded: daugh- 
ter to the duke of Guile. She married Francis 
II. king of France, upon which occafion, Ihe af- 
lumed the title of Queen of England ; pretending 
that Elizabeth was illegitimate, and confequently 
unworthy to fit on the throne. But Mary be- 
coming a widow, by the death of her confort, 
the French monarch, left France, and returned 
to her own kingdom. She then married her cou- 
fin Henry Stuart, lord Darnley, fon to the earl of 
Lenox, the handfomed man in Great-Britain. 

The queen, however, dazzled by his pleafing 
exterior, had entirely forgot to look to the ac- 
complilhments of his mind. Darnley was but a weak and ignorant man; violent, yet variable in 
his enterprizes; infolent, yet credulous, and ea- 

fily 
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•fily governed by flatterers ; devoid of all gratitude, 
becaufe he thought no favours equal to his merit; 
and being addicted to low pleafures, he was equally 
incapable of all true fentimerits of love and ten- 
dernefs. 

Mary, in the firfl: effufions of her fondnefs, 
had taken a pleafure in exalting him beyond mea- 
fure ; but having leifure afterwards to remark his 
weaknefs and his vices, flie began to convert her 
admiration into difguft; and Darnley, enraged 
at her increafing coldnefs, pointed his vengeance 
againft every perfon, whom he efteemed the caufe 
of this change in her fentiments and behaviour. 

There was then at court one David Rizzio, 
the fon of a mufician at Turin, himfelf a mufl- 
cian, who finding it difficult to fubfift by his art 
in his own country, had followed the ambaflador 
•from that court into -Scotland. As he underftood 
mufic to perfection, and fung a good bafs, he 
was introduced into the queen’s concert, who was 
fo taken with him, that the defired the ambafla- 
dor, upon his departure, to leave Rizzio behind. 
The excellence of his voice foon procured him 
greater familiarities; and although he was by no 
means handfome, but rather ugly, the queen 
feemed to place peculiar confidence in him, and 
ever kept him next her perfon. 

Her fecretary for French difpatches, having 
fome time after fallen under her difpleafure, fhe 
promoted Rizzio to that office, who being fhrewd, 
fenfible, and afpiring beyond his rank, foon after 
began to entertain hopes of being promoted to the 
important office of chancellor of the kingdom^ 
He was confulted on all occafions; no favours could 



MODERN HIETGRY. *43 
could be obtained but by his interceffion ; and all 
iuitors were firft obliged to gain Rizzio to their in- 
terefts, by prefents or by flattery. 

It was eafy to perfuade a man of Darnley’s jea- 
lous temper, that Rizzio was the perfon who had 
eftranged the queen’s affections from him ; and a 
furmife once conceived became to him a certainty. 
He foon therefore confulted with fome lords of 
his party, flung as he was with envy, rage, and 
refentment; and they not only fanned the confla- 
gration in his mind, but offered their afliftance to 
difpatch Rizzio. 

George Douglas, natural brother to the coun- 
tefs of Lenox, the Lords Ruthven and Lindfey, 
fettled the circumftances of this poor creature’s 
affaflination among them; and determined that, 
as a punifliment for the queen’s indifcretion, the 
murder thou Id be committed in her prefence. 

Mary was at this time in the fixth month of 
her pregnancy, and was then flipping in private, at 
table with the countefs of Argyle, her natural 
After, fome other fervants, and her favourite 
Rizzio. 

Lord Darnley led the way into the apartment 
by a private ftair-cale, and flood for fome time 
leaning at the back of Mary’s chair. His fierce 
looks, and unexpected intrufion, greatly alarmed 
the queen, who, neverthelefs, kept filence, not 
daring to call out. A little after Lord Ruthven, 
George Douglas, and the other confpirators, 
ruflied in, all armed, and fhewing in their looks 
the brutality of their intentions. The queen could no longer reftrain her terrors, but demanded 
the reafon of this bold intrufion. Ruthven made 

her 
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her no anfwer j but ordered Rizzio to quit a place 
of which he was unworthy. Rizzio now faw that 
he was the object of their vengeance; and trem- 
bling with apprehenlion, took hold of the queen’s 
robes to put himfelf under her protection, who, 
on her part, ftrove to interpofe between the affaf- 
fins and him. Douglas, in the mean time, had 
reached the unfortunate Rizzio j and fnatching a 
dagger from the king’s fide, while the queen 
filled the room with her cries, plunged it in her 
prefence into Rizzio’s bofom, who, fcreaming 
with fear and agony, was torn from Mary by the 
other confpirators, and dragged into the anti- 
chamber, where he was difpatched with fifty-fix 
wounds. The unhappy princefs continued her 
lamentations; but being informed of his fate, at 
once dried her tears, faying, “ I will weep no 
more; I will now think of revenge.” The infult 
on her perfon, the ftain attempted to be fixed on 
her honour, and the danger to which her life was ■expofed, on account of her pregnancy, were in- 
juries fo atrocious and complicated, as fcarcely, 
indeed, to admit of pardon, even from the greateft 
lenity. 

CHAT. 
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CHAP. LXI. 
OF THE DEATH OF DARNLEY, AND THE 

FATE OF MARY. 

Lord Damley did not long furvive Rizzio, 
The houfe in which he lay, was foon after blown 
up with gun-powder, in the middle of the night. 
His dead body was found at fome diftance in a 
neighbouring field, but without any marks of vi- 
olence or contufion. No doubt could be enter- 
tained, but that he was murdered; and the ge- 
neral fufpicion fell upon Bothwell as the perpe- 
trator. And, as the queen married Bothwell at 
Edinburgh a little after, many were of opinion, 
that Darnley was put to death by her confent and 
connivance. The confequence was an infurredtion 
of the people, from whom Mary fled into Eng- 
land, where the was ungeneroufly detained a pri- 
fpner eighteen years, and afterwards beheaded 
by Queen Elizabeth, under pretence of being an 
accomplice in certain confpiracies formed againft 
her perfon. 

Mary owned, indeed, that fhe had ufed her 
belt endeavours to recover her liberty, which was 
only purfuing the dictates of nature; but as for 
harbouring a thought againft the life of the queen, 
fhe treated the idea with horror. 

The chief evidence againft Mary arofe from the 
declaration of her fecretaries. But the teftimony of two witnefies, even though men of charadfer, 
who knew themfelves expofed to all the rigours 

H of 
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of imprifonment, torture and death, if they re- 
fufed to give any evidence which might be required 
of them, was by no means concluiive. Befides, 
they were not confronted with her, though fhe 
defired that they might; and affirmed, that they 
would never, to her face, perfift in their evidence. 
But the condemnation of the queen of Scots, not 
juftke, was the object of her unprecedented 
trial. 

Never did Mary appear fo great, as in this laft 
fcene of her life. She was not only tranquil, but 
intrepid and magnanimous. When Sir Andrew 
Melvil, the matter of her houfhold, who had 
been excluded for feme weeks from her prefence, 
was permitted to take his laft farewel, he burft 
into tears; bewailing the condition of a miftrefs 
whom he loved, as well as his own hard fate, in 
being appointed to carry into Scotland the news 
of fuch a mournful event, as the -cataftrophe which awaited her. “ Weep not, good Melvil,” 
replied fhe, “ there is at prefent greater caufe for 
rejoicing. Thou fhalt this day fee Mary Stuart 
delivered from all her cares, and fuch an end put 
to her tedious fufferings as fhe has long expected. 
Bear witnefs that I die conftant in my religion, 
firm in my fidelity towards Scotland, and un- 
changed in my affection to France. Commend 
me to my fon. Tell him I have done nothing in- 
jurious to his kingdom, to his honour, or to his 
rights; and God forgive all thofe who have 
thirfted without caufe for my blood.” On afcendingthe fcaffold, fhe began, with the 
aid of her women, to take off her veil and upper 
garments; and the executioner rudely endeavour- 

ing 



MODERN HISTORY. I47 
Ing to affift them, fhe gently checked him, and 
finding faid, “ 1 have not been accuftomed to un- 
drefs before fo many fpeftators, nor to be ferved 
by fiich valets !” Then, making a folemn protefi- 
tation of her innocence, fhe foon after laid her 
head on the block, with calm but undaunted 
fortitude. 

Such was the fate of Mary Stuart, queen of 
Scotland, and dowager of France, one of the 
moft amiable and accomplifhed of her fex; who 
in the forty-fifth year of her age, and in the nine- 
teenth of her captivity in England, fell a victim to 
the jealoufy and to the fears of an offended rival. 
But though Mary’s trial was illegal, and her exe- 
cution arbitrary, hiftory will not permit us to fup- 
pofe, that her aftions were at no time criminal. 
With all the excellencies both of body and mind, 
which can adorn the female character, fhe had 
many of the weaknefies of a woman, which were 
the fource of all her misfortunes. 

H 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXIL 
OF HENRY THE FOURTH OF FRANCE, DE- 

SERVEDLY NAMED THE GREAT. 

Henry applied himfelf with wonderful atten- 
tion and fuccefs (affifted in all his undertakings 
by his minifter, the great Sully), to cultivate the 
happinefs of his people, by encouraging manu- 
factures, particularly that of fiik, the benefit of 
which France feels at this day. Having re-efta- 
blilhed the tranquillity, and, in a great meafure, 
feeiired the happinefs of his people, he formed 
connections with the neighbouring powers, for 
reducing the ambition of the houfe of Auftria; 
for Which purpofe, it is faid, he laid deep fchemes, 
and collected a formidable army. Others fay, 
that he defigned to have formed Chriltendom 
into a great republic, of which France was to be 
the head. 

Whatever may be in thefe conjectures, it is 
certain, that while he was making preparations 
for the coronation of his queen, Mary of Medicis, 
and was ready to enter upon his grand expedition, 
he was afiaflinated in his coach in the ftreets of 
Paris, by one Ravilliac, a defperate fanatic, who 
mounted the wheel of his carriage, and {tabbed 
him to the heart with a knife, over the duke d’Ef- 
pernon’s fhoulder, and amidft fix more of his 
courtiers. 

The aflaffin, like fome others of tat age, 
thought he had done an acceptable ferviceto God 

in 
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in committing murder; efpecially as the king was 
going to affift the proteftants, and, confequently 
ftill a heretic in his heart. He did not offer to 
make his efcape, and feemed much furprized at 
the deteftation in which his crime was held. 

Thus perifhed Henry IV. one of the greateft 
and heft princes that ever fat upon the throne of 
France; and with him perifhed all his great de- 
iigns. A more melancholy reflection cannot en- 
ter the human mind, than is fuggefted tins 
untimely event; that a wretch unworthy of exift- ence, and incapable of one meritorious action, 
fhould overturn the moft illuftrious enterprizes, 
and terminate a life neceffary to the welfare of 
millions! 

Henry’s greateft weaknefs was his inordinate 
paffion for women, which led him into many ir- 
regularities. But even that was rather a blemifh 
in his private than in his public character. Though 
no man was more a lover, he was ftill a king. 
He never fuffered his miftreffes to direCt his coun- 
cils, nor to influence him in the choice of his 
fervants. 

H 3 C II A P. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 
OF THE GUN-POWDER PLOT. 

The gun-powder plot was a fcheme of the Ro- 
man catholics to cut off at one blow, on the fifth 
of November 1605, the King, Lords, and 
Commons, at the meeting of parliament, when 
it was alfo expetted that the queen and prince of 
Wales would be prefent. Never was treafon 
more fecret, or ruin more apparently inevitable. 
The hour was expected with impatience, and the 
confpirators gloried in their meditated guilt. The 
dreadful fecret, though communicated to above 
twenty perfons, had been religioufly kept during 
the fpace of near eighteen months. ' But when all 
motives of pity, juftice, and fafety, were too 
weak, a remorfe of private friendfhip faved the 
kingdom. 

Sir Henry Percy, one of the confpirators, con- 
ceived a defign of faving the life of Lord Mount- 
eagle, his intimate friend and companion, who 
alfo was of the fame perfuafion with himfelf. 
About ten days before the meeting of parliament, 
this nobleman, upon his return to town, received 
a letter from a perfon unknown, and delivered by 
one who fled, as foon as he had difcharged his 
meffage. The letter was to this effedt: “ My 
Lord, ftay away from this parliament; for God 
and man have concurred to punifh the wickednefs 
of the times. And think not flightly of this Ad- 
vertifement, but retire to your country feat, 
where you may expedt the event in fafety. For though 
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though there be no appearance of any ftir, yet I 
fay they will receive a terrible blow this parliament i 
and yet they fliall not fee who hurts them. This 
counfel is not to be contemned, becaufe it may do 
you good, and can do you no harm. For the 
danger is pall: as foon as you have burnt this 
letter.” 

The contents of this myfterious letter lurprized 
and puzzled the nobleman to whom it was ad- 
drelfed; and though inclined to think it a foolilh 
attempt to frighten and ridicule him, yet he 
judged it fafeft to carry it to Lord Salifbury, fe- 
cretary of ftate. Lord Salilbury too was inclined 
to give little attention to it, yet thought proper to 
lay it before the king in council, who came to 
town a few days after. None of the council were 
able to make any thing of it, although it appeared 
ferious and alarming. In this univerfal agitation 
between doubt and apprehenlion, the king was 
the firft who penetrated the meaning of this dark 
epiftle. He concluded that fome fudden danger 
was preparing by gun-powder; and it was thought 
advifable to infpedt all the vaults below the 
houfes of parliament. But the fearch was pur- 
pofely delayed till the night immediately preceding 
the meeting, when a juftice of peace was fent with 
proper attendants, and before the door of the 
vault under the upper-houfe, finding one Faux, 
who had juft finifhed all his preparations, he im- 
mediately feized him, and at the fame time difco- 
vered in the vault 36 barrels of powder, which 
had been carefully concealed under faggots and 
piles of wood. Every thing proper for fetting 
fire to the train was found in Guy Faux’s pocket, 

H 4 whofe 
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whofe countenance befpoke his favage difpofition, 
and who after regretting that he had loft the op- 
portunity of deftroying fo many heretics, made a 
full difcovery ; and the confpirators, who never 
exceeded eighty in number, being feized by the 
country, confefled their guilt, and were executed 
in different parts of England. 

Notwithstanding this horrid crime, the bigotted catholics were fo devoted to Garnet, a 
jefuit, one of the confpirators, that they fancied 
miracles to be wrought by his blood ; and in Spain 
he was confidered as a martyr. 

CHAP. LXIV. 
OF: CHARLES THE FIRST OF ENGLAND. 

The many ftniggles between King Charles, 
who wanted to affume to hirofelf the abfolute 
power of difpoling of his people’s property ; and 
the'parliament, who were willing to grant the 
king the neceffkry fupplies, provided their griev- 
ances were redrefted, and the rightful privileges; 
of the fubjefts fecured, at laft produced a civil- 
war. The firft fatal blow the king’s army re- 
ceived, was at Marfton-moor, where through the 
imprudence of prince Rupert, the earl of Man- 
chefter, defeated the royal army, of which 4000- 
were killed, and 1500 taken prifoners. This 
victory was awing chiefly to the courageurixi con- 
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cluft of Cromwell; and though it might have been retrieved by the fucceffes of Charles in the 
weft, yet his whole conduct was a firing of mif- 
takes, till at laft his affairs became irretrieva- 
ble. 

It is true, many treaties of peace, particularly 
one at Uxbridge, were fet on foot during the 
war, and the heads of the prefbyterian party 
would have agreed to terms that would have 
bounded the king’s prerogative. They were out- 
witted, betrayed, and over-ruled by the indepen- 
dents, who were affifted by the ftiffnefs and una- 
miable behaviour of Charles hhnfelf. In fhort, 
the independents at laft fucceeded, in perfuading 
the members at Weftmmfter, that Charles was 
not to be trufted, whatever his conceffions might 
be. 

From that moment the affairs of the royalifts 
rufhed into ruin. Sir Thomas Fairfax, whofe 
father, lord Fairfax, remained in the north, was 
at the head of. the army, which was now new mo- 
delled •, fo that Charles in a fhort time loft all his 
towns and forts, and was defeated by Fairfax and 
Cromwell, at the decifive battle of Nafeby, ow- 
ing partly, as ufual, to the mifconduft of prince 
Rupert. This battle was followed by frdh mis- 
fortunes to. Charles, who retired to Oxford, 
the only place where he thought he could be 
fafe. 

The Scots were then befieging Newark ; and 
no good underftanding fubfifted between them 
and the Englifh parliamentarians ; but the belt 
and moft loyal friends that Charles had, thought 
it prudent to make their peace. In this melaru- 

H 5 choly 
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choly fituation of his affairs, he efcaped in dif- 
guife from Oxford to the Scotch army before Ne- 
wark, upon a promife of protection. The Scots, 
however, were fo intimidated, by the refolutions 
of the parliament at Weftminfter, that they put 
the perfon of Charles into the hands of the par- 
liament’s commiflioners, probably not fufpeCting 
the confequences. 

The prefbyterians were now more inclined than 
ever to make peace with the king, but they were 
no longer matters, being forced to receive laws 
from the army, and the independents. The latter 
now avowed their intentions. They firfi: by force 
took Charles out of the hands of the commiffio- 
ners, and then dreading that a treaty might ftill 
take place with the king, they imprifoned 41 of 
the Prefbyterian members, voted the houfe of 
peers to be ufelefs ; and that of the commons 
was reduced to 150 independents, mofl: of whom 
were officers of the army. 

In the mean time Charles, who unhappily 
promifed himfelf relief from thofe diffenfions, 
was carried from prifon to prifon, and fome- 
times cajoled by the independents with hopes 
of deliverance, but always narrowly watched. 

Several treaties were begun, but all mifcar- 
ried ; and he had been imprudent enough, after 
his effecting an efcape, to put himfelf into Colo- 
nel Hammond’s hands, the parliament’s governor 
of the ifle of Wight. A freffi negociation was 
begun, and almoft fmifhed, when the indepen- 
dents, dreading the general difpofition of the 
people for peace, and ftrongly perfuaded of the 
infmcerity of the king, once more feized upon 
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his perfon, brought him a prifoner to London, 
carried him before a court of juftice of their own 
erefting, and after an extraordinary trial, con- 
demned him to die. 

CHAP. LXV. 
ON THE DEATH OF KING CHARLES. 

When Charles, after his trial, returned to 
Whitehall, he defired the permiffion of the 
houfe to fee his children, and to be attended in his 
private devotions by doctor Juxon, late bifhop 
of London. Thefe requefts were granted, and 
alfo three days to prepare for execution. All that 
remained of his family now in England were the 
princefs Elizabeth, and the duke of Gloucefter, a 
child of about three years of age. After many 
feafonable and fenfible exhortations to his daugh- 
ter, he took his little fon in his arms, and em- 
bracing him, “ my child, faid he, they will cut 
off thy father’s head ; yes, they will cut off my 
head, and make thee a king. But mark what 
I fay ; thou muft not be a king, as long as thy 
brothers Charles and James are alive. They 
will cut off their heads when they can take them; 
and thy head too will they cut off at laft, and 
therefore I charge thee do not be made a king by 
them.” The child, burfting into tears, replied, 
“ I will be torn in pieces firft.” 

Every 
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Every night during the interval between his 

fentence and execution, the king flept found as 
ulual, though the noife of the workmen, employ- 
ed in framing the fcaffold, continually refounded 
in his ears. The fatal morning being at laft ar- 
rived, he rofe early ; and calling one of his at- 
tendants, he bade him employ more than ufual 
care in dreffing him, and preparing him for fo 
great and joyful a folemnity. 

The ftreet before Whitehall was the place def- 
tined for his execution; for it was intended that 
this fhould increafe the fe verity of his punifhment. 
He was led through the Banq -jting Houfe to the 
fcaffold adjoining to that edifice, attended by his 
friend andfervant bifhop Juxon, a man endowed 
with the fame mild and fteady virtues as his maf- 
te-r. The fcaffold which was covered with black, 
was guarded by a regiment of foldiers, under the 
command of colonel Tomlinfon •, and on it were 
to be feen the block, the ax, and two executio- 
ners in mafques. The people, in crowds, flood 
at a greater diftance, in dreadful expectation of 
the event. 

The king furveyed all thefe folemn preparati- 
ons with calm compofure; and as he could not 
expeft to be heard by the people at a. diftance, he 
addreffed himfelf to the few perfons, who flood 
round him. He there juftified his own innocence 
in the late fatal wars ; and obferved, that he had 
not taken arms till after the parliament had fhewn 
him the example. He declared, that he had no 
other objeft in his warlike preparations, than to 
pfeferve that authority entire, which had been 
tranfmitted to him by his anceftotrs. But, though innocent 
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innocent towards his people, he acknowledged 
the equity of his execution in the eyes of his ma- 
ker. He owned, that he was juftly punifhed, for 
having confented to the execution of an unjuft 
fentence upon the earl of Strafford. He forgave 
all his enemies, exhorted the people to return to 
their obedience, and acknowledge his fon as his 
fucceffor. He alfb fignifiedhis attachment to the 
proteftant religion, as profeffed by the church of England. So ftrong was the impreffion his dying 
words made upon the few who could hear him, 
that colonel Tomlinfon himfelf, to whofe care he 
had been committed, acknowledged himfelf a 
convert. 

While he was preparing himfelf for the block* 
bifhop Juxoo called out to him ; “ There is, Sir, but one ftage more, which, though turbulent and 
troublefome, is yet a very fhort one. It will foon 
carry you a great way. It will carry you from 
earth to heaven ; and there you lhall find, to 
your great joy, the prize to which you haften, a 
crown of glory.” “ I go,” replied the king, “ from a corruptible to an incorruptible crown, 
where no difturbance can have place.” “ You 
exchange,” replied the bifhop, “ a temporal,for 
an eternal-crown ; a good exchange.” 

Charles, having taken off his cloak, delivered 
his George to the prelate, pronouncing the word 
“ Remember.” Then he laid his neck on the 
block, and ftretching out his hands as a fig- 
nal, one of the executioners fevered his head 
from the body at a blow, while the other hold- 
ing it up exclaimed, « This is the head of a trai- 
tor.” . ...... 

The 
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The fpettators teftified their horror, at that 

fad fpeftacle, in lighs, tears, and lamentations. 
The tide of their duty and affeftion began to re- 
turn, and each blamed himfelf either with active 
difloyafty to his king, or a paffive compliance 
with his deftroyers. The very pulpits, which 
ufed to refound with infolence and fedition, were 
now bedewed with tears of unfeigned repen- 
tance ; and all united in their deteftation of thofe 
dark hypocrites, who, to fatisfy their own en- 
mity, involved a whole nation in the guilt of trea- 
fon. 

Charles was executed on the thirtieth of Ja- 
nuary 1649, in the forty-ninth year of his age, 
and the twenty-fourth of his reign. He was of a 
middling ftature, robuft, and well proportioned. 
His afpeft was pleafing, but melancholy ; and it 
is probable, that the continual troubles in which 
he was involved, might have made that impref- 
fion on his countenance. In his private character 
he was amiable and exemplary. “ He was,” fays 
lord Clarendon, “ the worthieft gentleman, the 
beft mafter, the bell friend, the beft hufband, the 
beft father, and the beft Chriftian of the age 

'in which he lived.” All his faults feem to have 
arifen from the error of his education ; while 
all his virtues were the genuine offspring of his 
heart. 

He lived at a time, when the fpirit of the con- 
ftitution was at variance with the genius of the 
people ; and governing by old rules and prece- 
dents, inftead of accommodating himfelf to the 
changes of the times, he fell, and drew down 
as he funk, the conftitution in ruins round him. 
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him. Many kings, before him, expired by trea- 
fons, or aflaffinations ; but never, fince the times 
of Agis the Lacedemonian, was there any other 
facrificed by his fubjedls, with all the formalities 
of juftice. 

CHAP. LXVI. 

of Oliver Cromwell’s usurpation. 
OLIVER CROMWELL was the fon of a pri- 
vate gentleman of Huntingdon, and was born 
the twenty-fourth of April, 1599. Being the 
fon of a fecond brother, he inherited a very fmall 
paternal fortune. From accident, or intrigue, he 
was chofen member for Cambridge in the long 
parliament ; but he feemed at firft to pofiefs no 
talents for oratory, his perfon being ungraceful, 
his drefs flovenly, his elocution homely, tedious, 
obfcure, and embarrafled. He made up, howe- 
ver, by zeal and perfeverance, what he wanted 
in natural powers ; and being endowed with un- 
fhaken intrepidity, and much difiimulation, he 
rofe through the gradations of preferment, to 
the poll: of lieutenant-general under Fairfax, but, 
in reality, poflefling the fupreme command of the 
whole army. After feveral victories, he gained 
the battle of Nafeby; and this, with other fuc- 
cefles, foon put an end to the war. 

In 
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In 1649, Cromwell was fent general into Ire- 

land, when, in about nine months, he fubdued 
almoft that whole kingdom, and leaving his fon- 
in-law Ireton, to complete the conqueft, returned 
to England. 

In 1650, he was appointed general and com- 
mander in chief of all the forces of the common- 
wealth, and fet out on his march againft the 
Scots, who had efpoufed the royal caufe, and 
placed young Charles, the fon of their late mo- 
narch on the throne. 

In 1651, he totally defeated the royalifts at 
Worceifer, when the king himfelf was obliged to 
flee. After having undergone an amazing variety 
of dangers and diftrefles, he landed fafely at 
Eefchamp, in Normandy, no lefs than forty per- 
fons having at different times been privy to his 
efcape. 

In the mean time, Cromwell crowned with 
fuccefs, returned to London, where he was met 
by the fpeaker of the houfe of commons, accom- 
panied by the mayor and magiftrates of London, 
in their formalities. 

Having now but little employment, he began 
to be afraid that his fervices would be forgotten •, 
he therefore pretended to be diffatisfied with the 
long parliament. He was fitting in council with 
his officers, when informed of the fubjett on 
which the houfe was deliberating. Upon which 
he rofe up in the moft feeming fury, and turning 
to major Vernon, cried out, “ That he was 
compelled to do a thing, which made the very hair of his head ftand on end.” Then haftening 
to the houfe with three hundred foldiers, and 

with 
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■with the marks of violent indignation on his 
countenance, he entered, took his place, and at- 
tended to the debates for fome time. When the 
tpieftion was ready to be put, he fuddenly ftarted 
up, and began to load the parliament with the 
vilefi: reproaches, for their tyranny, ambition, 
oppreffion, and robbery of the public. Upon 
which, ftamping with his foot, which was the 
fignal for the foldiers to enter, the place was im- 
mediately filled with armed men. Then addrefl- 
mg himfelf to the members ; “ For fhame, faid 
he, get you gene. Give place to honeller men ; 
to thofe who will more faithfully diftharge their 
trull. You are no longer a parliament ; I tell 
you, you are no longer a parhament. The Lord 
has done with you.” Sir Harry Vane exclaiming 
againil his conduct: “ Sir Harry,” cried Crom- 
well with a loud voice, “ G Sir Harry Vane, the 
Lord deliver me from Sir Harry Vane.” Tak- 
ing hold of Martin by the cloak, thou art a whore- 
mafter ; to another, thou art an adulterer; to a 
third, thou art a drunkard ; and to a fourth, thou 
art a glutton. « It is you, (continued he to the 
members) who have forced me upon this’. I 
have fought the Lord night and day, that he 
would rather flay me than put me upon this 
work.” Then pointing to the mace, “ Take 
away,” cried he, “ that bauble.” After which, 
turning out all the members, and clearing the 
hall, he ordered the door to be locked, and put- 
ting the key in his pocket, returned to White- 
hall. 

Thus, 
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Thus, by one daring exploit, the new re- 

public was aboliihed, and the whole command, 
civil and military, centered in Cromwell only. 

He next annihilated the council of ftate, with 
whom the executive power was lodged, and 
transferred the adminiftration of government to 
about 140 perfons, whom he fummoned to 
Whitehall. 

Cromwell all this while wanted to be declared 
king, but he perceived, that he muft encounter 
unfurmountable difficulties from Fleetwood, and 
his other friends, if he fhould perfift in his refo- 
lution. He was, however, declared lord pro- 
testor of the commonwealth of England ; a ti- 
tle, under which he exercifed all the power, 
which had been formerly annexed to the regal 
dignity. 

He next proceeded to new model the govern- 
ment, and various were the fchemes which were 
propofed, eftabliffied, and proved abortive. But 
thofe fchemes were temporary, and fuited to each 
junSture ; and it was by his management of the 
army, that he did every thing. He was openly or 
fecretly thwarted by people of property all over 
England ; and however dazzled hiftorians have 
been with his amazing fortune and power, it ap- 
pears, from the beft evidences, that during the 
continuance of his proteStorate, he was perpetu- 
ally diftreffed for money to keep the wheels of his 
government going. 

In the laft year of Cromwell’s ufurpation, a book 
was publifhed by colonel Titus, a man who had 
formerly been attached to his caufe, entitled kill- 
ing no murder. Of all the pamphlets which came 
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came forth at that time, or perhaps of thofe which 
have fince appeared, this was the moft eloquent 
and mafterly. Shall we, faid this popular de- 
claimer, who would not fuffer the lion to invade 
us, tamely ftand to be devoured by the wolf. 
Cromwell read this fpirited treatife, and was never 
feen to fmile more. 

All peace was now for ever baniflied from his 
mind. He found, that the grandeur to which he 
had facrificed his former tranquillity, was only an 
inlet to frefh inquietudes. The fears of aflaffina- 
tion haunted him in all his walks, and were per- 
petually prefent to his mind. He wore armour 
under his cloaths, and always kept piftols in his 
pockets. His afpedt was clouded by a fettled 
gloom ; and he regarded every ftranger with a 
glance of timid fufpicion. He always travelled with hurry, and was ever attended by a numerous 
guard. He never returned from any place by the 
road he went; and feldom flept above three nights 
together in the fame chamber. Society terrified 
him, as there he might meet an enemy ; folitude 
was terrible, as he was there unguarded by every 
friend. 

The Protedlor’s body, at laft, began to be af- 
fedted by the perturbation of his mind, and his 
health feemed vifibly to decline. He was feized 
by a flow fever, which changed into a tertian 
ague, attended with dangerous fymptoms ; and 
he, at length, law the neceflity of turning his 
eye toward that future ftate of exiftence, the 
idea of which had at one time been intimately 
prefent to him, though lately fomewhat obfcured 
by the projedts of ambition, the agitation of pub- 

lic 
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lie affairs, and the pomp of worldly greatnefs. 
Confcious of this, he anxioufly afked Goodwin, 
one of his favourite chaplains, if it was certain 
that the deft could never fuffer a final reproba- 
tion. “ On that you may with confidence rely,” 
laid Goodwin. “ Then am I fafe,” replied 
Cromwell; “ for I am fure that I once was in a 
flate of grace I” 

Elates by new vifitations and affurances, he 
began to believe his life out of all danger, not- 
withftanding the opinion of the moft experienced phyficians to the contrary. “ I tell you,” cried 
he to them with great emotion,—“ I tell you I 
fhall not die of this diftemper ! Favourable an- 
fwers have been returned from heaven, not only 
to my own fupplications, but alfo to thofe of the 
godly, who carry on a more intimate correfpond- 
ence with the Lord !” 

Notwithstanding this fpiritual confolation', 
which proves that Cromwell, to the laft was no 
lefs an enthufiaft than a hypocrite, his diforder 
put a period to his life and Ids fanatical illufions, 
while his infpired chaplains were employed in re- 
turning thanks to providence, for the undoubted 
pledges which they received of his recovery. He 
died on the third day of September, 1658, being 
then fifty-nine years old. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. LXVIL 

THE CHARACTER OF CROMWELL. 

Th E vigour of Cromwell's genius, and the 
boldnefs of his fpirit, rather than the extent of 
his underftanding, or the luftre of his accomplifh- 
ments, firft procured him diftinction among his 
countrymen, and afterward made him the terror 
and admiration of Europe. His abilities, how- 
ever, have been much over-rated. Fortune had 
a confiderable fhare in his moft fuccefsful vio- 
lences. The self-denying ordinance, and the 
confcientiOus weaknefs of Fairfax, led him, by 
eafy fteps, to the fupreme command; and the 
enthufiaftic folly of the Covenanters ferved to 
confirm his ufurped authority. But that autho- 
rity could neither be acquired nor preferved with- 
out talents; and Cromwell was furnifhed with 
thofe that were admirably fuited to the times in 
which he lived, and to the part he was deftined to 
aft. 

He pofTefled, in an eminent degree, the power 
of difcerning the charafters of men, and the rare 
felicity of employing their abilities to advantage ; 
of difcovering the motives of others, and conceal- 
ing his own of blending the wildeft fanaticifm 
with the moft profound policy; of reconciling a 
feeming incoherence of ideas with the moft prompt 
and decifive meafures ; and of commanding the 
higheft refpeft, amid the coarfeft familiarity. By 
thefe talents, together with a coincidence of in- 

terefts, 
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terefts, he was able to attach, and to manage the 
military fanatics; and by their affiftance to fubdue 
the parliament, and to tyrannize over the three 
kingdoms. But in all this there was nothing ex- 
traordinary ; for an army is fo forcible, and at the 
fame time fo rude a weapon, that any hand which 
wields it may, without much dexterity, perform 
any operation, and attain any afcendant in human 
fociety. 

The moral charatter of Cromwell is by no 
means fo exceptionable, as it is generally repre- 
fented. On the contrary, it is truly furprifing, 
how he could temper fuch violent ambition, and 
fuch enraged fanaticifm, with fo much regard to 
juftice and humanity. Even the murder of the 
king, his moft atrocious meafure, was to him co- 
vered under a cloud of republican and fanatical il- 
lufions; and it is poflible that, like many others 
concerned in it, he confidered it as the moft me- 
ritorious adtion of his life. For it is the peculiar 
charadteriftic of fanaticifm to give a fandtion to 
any meafure, however cruel or unjuft, that tends 
to promote its own interefts, which are fuppofed 
to be the fame with thofe of the deity; and to 
which, confequently, all moral obligations ought 
to give place. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXVIII. 
OF THE RESTORATION OF CHARLES THE 

SECOND. 

After an exile of twelve years in France and 
Holland, Charles was reftored to the throne of 
his anceftors, A. D. 1660. It is in vain for his- 
torians of any party to afcribe his reftoration to 
the merits of particular perfons. It was effected 
by the general concurrence of the people, who 
feem to have thought, that neither peace nor pro- 
tection were to be obtained, but by reftoring the 
ancient conftitution of monarchy. 

General Monk, a man of military abilities, 
and at the head of the army, had'the fagacity to 
obferve this; and, after temporizing in various 
Shapes, he made the principal figure in reftoring 
Charles II. For this he was created duke of Al- 
bemarle, confirmed in the command of the army, * 
and loaded with honours and riches. 

When the new parliament firfi: met, the lead- 
ing members exerted themfelves chiefly in bitter 
inveCtives againfi: the memory of Cromwell, and 
in execrations againft the inhuman murder of the 
late king; no one yet daring to make any mention 
of the fecond Charles. At length the general hav- 
ing fufiiciently founded the inclinations of the 
commons, gave directions to Annefly, prefident 
of the council, to inform them, that Sir John 
Granville, one of the king’s fervants, was now at 
the door with a letter from his majefty to the par- 

liament. 
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liament. The loudeft acclamations refounded 
through the houfe, on this intelligence. Gran- 
ville was called in; and the letter, accompanied 
with a declaration, was greedily read. A mo- 
ment’s paufe was fcarce allowed. All at once, the 
houfe burft out into an univerfal aflent to the 
king’s propofals; and to diffufe the joy more 
widely, it was voted, that the letter and declara- 
tion Ihould immediately be publifhed. 

The king’s declaration was highly relilhed by 
every order of the Hate. It offered a general am- 
nefty to all perfons whatfoever, and that without 
any exceptions, but fuch as fhould be made by 
parliament. It promifed to indulge fcrupulous 
confciences with liberty in matters of religion ; to 
leave to the examination of parliament the claims 
of all fuch as poffeffed lands with contefted titles; 
to confirm all-thefe conceffions by aft of parlia- 
ment ; to fatisfy the army under general Monk 
with refpect to arrears, and to give the fame rank 
to his officers, when they Ihould be received into 
the king’s fervice. 

This declaration was not lefs pleafing to the 
lords, than to the people. After voting the refti- 
tution of the ancient form of government, it was 
refolved to fend the king fifty thoufand pounds, 
the duke of York his brother ten thoufand, and 
the duke of Gloucefter half that fum. Then both 
houfes erafed from their records all afts that had 
paffed to the prejudice of royalty. The army, 
the navy, the city of London, were eager in pre- 
paring their addreffes to be prefented to his ma- 
jefty; and he was foon after proclaimed, with 
great folemnity, at Whitehall, and at Temple 
Bar. ' The 
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The people, now freed from all reftraint, let 

loofe their tranfports without bounds. Thoufands 
Were feen running about frantic with pleafure. 
And, as lord Clarendon fays, fuch were the num- 
bers of the royalifts that prefled forward on this 
bccafion, that one could not but wonder where 
thofe people dwelt, who had lately done fo much 
mifchief. 

A committee of lords and commons was dip- 
patched to invite his majefty to return, and take 
poflefilon of the kingdom. The refpedt of fo- 
reign powers foon followed the allegiance of his 
own fubjefts ; and the formerly neglefled Charles 
was, at the fame time, invited by France, Spain, and 
the United Provinces, to embark at one of their 
fea-ports. He chofe to accept the invitation of 
the latter; and had the fatisfaftion, as he pafled 
from Breda to the Hague, to be received with 
the loudeft acclamations. The States-general, 
in a body, made their compliments to him, with 
the greateft folemnity; and all ambalfadors, and 
foreign minifters, expreffed the joy of their maf- 
ters, at his change of fortune. 

The Englifh fleet came in light of Scheveling; 
and Montague, who had not waited the orders of 
the parliament, perfuaded the officers to tender 
their duty to their fovereign. The king went on 
board, and the duke of York took the command 
of the fleet as high admiral. When Charles dif- 
embarked at DoVer, he was received by general 
Monk, whom he cordially embraced, and ho- 
noured v/ith the appellation of Father. Very dif- 
ferent was his prefent triumphant return, from 
the forlorn ftate in which he left the Englilh coaflt 

I at 
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at Suflex. He now faw the fame people, who 
had ardently fought his life, as warmly expreffing 
their pleafure at his fafety, and repentance for 
their paft delufions. He entered London on the 
twenty-ninth of May, which was his birth-day. 
An innumerable concourfe of people lined the 
way, wherever he palTed, and rent the air with 
their acclamations. They had been fo long dik 
trailed by unrelenting factions, opprefled and 
alarmed by a fucceffion of tyrannies, that they could no longer fupprefs thefe emotions of delight, 
to behold their ronftitution reflored; or rather, 
like a phoenix, appearing more beautiful and vi- 
gorous, from the ruin of its former conflagra- 
tion. 

Fanaticism, with its long train of gloomy ter- 
rors, fled at the approach of freedom ; the arts of 
fociety and peace began to return; and it had 
been happy for the people, if the arts of luxury 
had pot entered in their train. 

CHAP. LXIX. 
OF THE REVOLUTION. A. D. 1688. 

All the oppofition which, during the reign 
of the fecond Charles, had fhaken the throne, 
feems to have vaniflied, at the acceflion of James 
II. The popular aft’eflion towards him was in- 
creafed, by the early declaration he made in fa- 

vour 
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YOur of the church of England, which, during 
the late reign, had formally pronounced all ro 
fiftance to the reigning king to be unlawful. This 
dottrine proved fatal to James, and almoft ruined 
proteftantifm. The army and people fupported 
him, in crufhing an ill-concerted rebellion of the 
Duke of Monmouth, who pretended to be the 
lawful fon of Charles II. and as fuch had allumed 
the title of king. That duke’s head being cut off, 
James defperately refolved to try, how far the practice of the church of England would agree 
with her doctrine of non-refiftance. The experi- 
ment failed him. He made the molt provoking 
fteps to render popery the eftabliihed religion of 
his dominions. He pretended to a power of dif. 
penling with the known laws. He inftituted an 
illegal ecclelialtical court. He openly received 
and admitted into his privy-council, the pope’s 
emiffaries, and gave them more refpedt than was 
due to the minillers of a fovereign prince. The 
encroachments he made, both upon the civil and 
religious liberties of his people, are almolt beyond 
defcription, and were difapproved of by the pope 
himfelf, and all fober Roman catholics. His 
fending to prifon, and profecuting for a libel, 
feven bifliops, for prefenting a petition againll 
reading his declaration, and their acquittal upon 
a legal trial, alarmed his belt proteftant friends. 

In this extremity, many great men in England 
and Scotland, though they wilhed well to James, 
applied for relief to William prince of Orange, 
in Holland, a prince of great abilities, and the 
inveterate enemy of Lewis XIV. who then threa- 
tened Europe with chains. The prince of Orange 

I 2 was 
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v/as the nephew and fon-in-law of James, having 
married the princefs Mary, his eldeft daughter. 
He was no ftranger to the murmurs of the Eng- 
lifli, and was refolved to turn them to his inte- 
rells. He therefore accepted the invitation, and 
flill more willingly embarked in the caufe, as he 
found the malecontents had concerted their mea- 
fures with prudence and fecrecy. 

A fleet was equipped lufficient to tranfport 
fifteen thoufand troops ; and it was at firft given 
out, that this armament was defigned againft 
France. James, at length, began to fee his own 
errors and the difcontents of the people. He 
would now have retraced his meafures in favour 
of popery, but it was too late. The fleet of the 
prince was already failed, and had landed thir- 
teen thoufand troops at the village of Broxholme, 
in Torbay. 

The expeftations of the prince of Orange 
feemed, at firft to be fruftrated. Very few Eng- 
lifhmen offered him their fervices, though the peo- 
ple were, in general, well affected to his defign. 
.Slight repulfes were not fufficient to intimidate a 
general, who had, from early youth encountered 
adverfity. He continued ten days in expectation 
of being joined by the malecontents without fuc- 
cefs; but, juft when he began to deliberate about 
reimbarking his forces, he was joined by feveral 
perfons of confequence, and the country-people 
came flocking to his ftandard. From tins day his 
numbers began to increafe. The nobility, who 
had compofed the court and council of King 
James, now left their old mafter to folicit pro- 
tection from the new. 

Lewis 



MOD'ERN HISTORY. 173 
Lewis XTV. had long forefeen this defection, 

and had formerly offered the king thirty thoufand 
men for his fecurity. This was then refufed by 
James, by the advice of Sunderland, his favourite, 
who was fecretly in the intereft of the prince of 
Orange. James, however, now requefted affifi- ance from France, when it was too late. He 
wrote in vain to Leopold, emperor of Germany, 
who only returned for anfwer, that what he had 
forefeen had happened. He had fome depen- 
dence on his fleet, but they were entirely dif- 
affefted. In a word, his interefts were defected 
by all; for he had long deferted them himfelf. 
He was at the head of an army of twenty thoufand 
men; and it is poflible that had he led them to 
the combat, without granting them time for de- 
liberation, they might have fought in his favour. 
But he was involved in a maze of fears and fufpi- 
cions. The defeftion of thofe he rooft confided 
in took arway his power and deliberation ; and his 
perplexity was increafed, when told that the 
prince of Denmark, and Anne, his favourite 
daughter, had gone over to the prince of Orange. 
In this exigence he could not reprefs his tears, 
and in the agony of his heart, was heard to ex- 
claim, “ God help me, my own children have 
forfaken me !” . 

He now hung over the precipice of deflxuftion! 
invaded by one fon-in-law, abandoned by another, 
hated by his fubjefts, and detelled by thofe who 
had fuffered beneath his cruelty. He affembled 
the few noblemen, who ftill adhered to his inte- 
refts, and demanded their advice and afliftance. 
Addreffing himfelf to the earl of Bedford, fa- 

I 3 ther 
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ther to Lord Ruflel, who was beheaded by James’s 
intrigues in the preceding reign, “ My lord,” 
faid he, “ you are an honeft man, have great 
credit, and can do me fignal fervices.” “ Ah, 
Sir,” replied the earl, “ I am old and feeble, and 
can do you but little fervice; but I once had a 
{bn, who could have affifted you, but he is no 
more.” James was fo ftruck with this reply, that 
he could not fpeak for fome minutes. 

The king was naturally timid ; and fome coun- 
fellors about him, either fharing his fears, or 
bribed by the prince, contributed to increafe his 
apprehenlions. They reminded him of the fate 
of Charles I. and aggravated the’ turbulence of 
the people. He was, at length, perfuaded to 
think of flying from a nation he could no longer 
govern, and of taking refuge at the court of 
France, where he was fure of finding afliftance 
and protection. Thus inftructed, he firfi: fent 
away his queen, who arrived fafely at Calais ; and 
foon after, difguifing himfelf in a plain drefs, 
he went down to Feverfliam, and embarked on 
board a fmall veflel for France. 

But his misfortunes ftill continued to follow 
him. The veflel was detained by the common 
people, who, not knowing their fovereign, rob- 
bed, infulted, and abufed him. He was now 
perfuaded by the earl of Winchelfea to return to 
London, where he was once more received amidfl: 
the acclamations of the people. 

The return of James was by no means agree- 
able to William, though he well knew how to 
diflemble. It was his intereft and his defign to 
increafe the forfaken monarch’s apprehenfions, fo as 
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as to induce him to flee. He therefore received 
the news of his return with a haughty air, and 
ordered him to leave Whitehall, and retire to 
Richmond. The king remonftrated againft Rich- 
mond, and defired that Rochefter might be ap- 
pointed as the place of his abode. The prince 
perceived his intention was to leave the kingdom, 
nor did the one with for flight more ardently, 
than the other defired him away. The king foon 
concurred with his defigns. After flaying but a 
fhort time at Rochefter, he fled to the fea-fide, 
attended by his natural fon, the duke of Berwick, 
where he embarked for France, and arrived in 
fafety, to enjoy, for the reft of life, the empty 
title of a king, and the appellation of a faint, a 
title which ftill flattered him more. There he 
continued to refide among a people, who pitied, 
ridiculed, and defpifed him. He inrolled himfelf 
in the order of Jefuits ; and the court of Rome, 
for whom he had loft all, repaid him only with 
indulgences and pafquinades. 

Amid all his misfortune, Lewis XIV. who was 
an accomplifhed gentleman, as well as a great king, 
treated him with much tendernefs and refpeft; 
but fome of the French courtiers were lefs polite 
than their fovereign. “ There,” faid one of them 
in the hearing of James, “ is afimpleton, who 
has loft three kingdoms for a mafs.” 

From this period the conftitution of England, 
which had fluctuated for fo many ages, was fixed. 
The nation, reprefented by its parliament, deter- 
mined the long contefted limits between the king 
and the people. They prefcribed to the prince of 
Orange the terms by which he was to rule, and 

I 4 chofe 
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ihofe him for king, jointly with Mary, who was 
the next proteftant heir to the crown. They were 
crowned by the title of William III. and Mary, 
king and,queen of England. The prince faw his 
ambition at length gratified ; and his wifdom was 
repaid with that crown, which the folly of his 
predecefibr had given away. 

CHAP. LXX. 
OF WILLIAM THE THIRD*. 

Had it not been for the influence of the Jefuits 
over James, the prince of Orange might have 
found his views upon the crown fruftrated. The 
conduct of James gave him advantages which he 
could not otherwife have hoped for. Few were in 
the prince’s fecret, and when a convention of the 
ftates was called there feemed reafon to believe, 
that had not James abdicated his throne, it would 
not have been filled by the prince and princefs of 
Orange. Even then it was not dene without long 
debates. 

King William’s chief object was to humble the 
power of France, and his reign was fpent in an al- 
moft uninterrupted courfe of hoftilities with that 
power, which were fupported by England, at an 
expence flie had never known before. But at 
length the treaty of Ryfwick put an end to thofe 

contentions, 
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contentions, in which England had engaged with- 
out policy, and came oft' without advantage. In 
the general pacification, her interefts feemed en- 
tirely deferted ; and for all her blood and treafure, 
the only equivalent fhe had received, was the king 
of France’s acknowledgment of king William’s 
title to the crown. 

The king, after being freed from foreign war, 
laid himfelf out to ftrengthen his authority at 
home. He conceived hopes of keeping up the 
forces that were granted him in time of war, dur- 
ing the continuance of peace. But he was not a 
little mortified to find that the commons had 
puffed a vote, that all the forces in Englifh pay, 
exceeding feVen thoufand men, fhould be forth- 
with dilbanded ; and that thofe retained fhould 
be natural Englifh fubjetts. 

A standing army was this monarch’s greatefi: 
delight. He had been bred up in camps, and 
knew no other pleafure, but that of reviewing 
troops, or dilating to generals. He profefted 
himfelf, therefore, entirely difpleafed with the 
propofal; and his indignation was kindled to fuch 
a pitcii, that he actually conceived a defign of 
abandoning the government. His minifters, how- 
ever, diverted him from his refolution, and per- 
fuaded him to confent to puffing the bill. Such 
were the altercations between the king and his par- 
liament; which continued during this reign. He 
confidered his commons as a fet of men defirous 
of power, and confequently refolved upon ob- ftrufting all his projects. He feemed but little at- 
tached to any party in the houfe. He veered from 
whigs to lories, as intereft, or immediate exigence, 
demanded. 1 5 England 
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England he confidered as a place of labour, 

anxiety, and altercation. He uled to retire to his 
feat at Loo, in Holland, for thofe moments, 
which he dedicated to pleafure or tranquillity. It 
was in this quiet retreat that he planned the dif- 
ferent fucceflions of Europe, and laboured to un- 
dermine the politics of Lewis XIV. his infidious 
rival in power, and in fame. Againft France his refentment was ever levelled ; and he ^ had made 
vigorous preparations for entering into a new war 
with that kingdom, when death interrupted the 
execution of his fchemes. 

He was naturally of a very feeble conftitution, 
and it was now almoft exhaufted, by a life of con- 
tinual a&ion and care. He endeavoured to con- 
ceal the increafe of his infirmities, and repair his 
health by riding. In one of his excurfions to Hampton-court, his horfe fell under him, and he 
himfelf was thrown off with fuch violence, that 
his collar-bone was fractured. This, in a robuft conftitution, would have been a trifling misfor- 
tune, but to him it was fatal. Perceiving his end 
approach, the objects of his former care ftill lay 
next his heart; and the fate of Europe fecmed to 
remove the fenfations he might be fuppofed to 
feel for his own. The earl of Albemarle arriving 
from Holland, he conferred with him in private, 
on the pofture of affairs abroad. Two days after, having received the facrament from archbifhop 
Tennifon, he expired, in the fifty-fecond year of 
his age, after having reigned thirteen years. 

CHAP. 
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CHAR LXXI. 
THE CHARACTER OF KING WILLIAM. 

H E was a prince ofgreat vigour of mind, firmnefs of temper, and intrepidity of fpirit; but ungraceful in his perfon and addrefs, difguftingly cold in his 
manner, and dry, filent, and folitary in his hu- 
mour. 

To a happy concurrence of circumftances, and 
a fteady perieverance in his plans, rather than to 
any extraordinary talents, either in a civil or mi- 
litary capacity, he owed that high reputation, and 
extenfive influence, which he fo long enjoyed 
among the princes of Chriftendom. He was, 
however, an able politician, and a good foldier, 
though not a great commander. 

He has been feverely, and juftly blamed, for 
thofe intrigues, which he employed to dethrone 
his uncle and father-in-law. But as William’s 
heart feems to have been as dead to the fympa- 
thetic feelings, as his foul was infenfible to the 
charms of literature, and the beauties of the ele- 
gant arts, it is poflible, that while guiding the 
great political fyftem, he might be led by the il- 
luflons of ambition, to think the ties of blood, 
and even the right of inheritance, a neceflary fa- 
crifice to the welfare of Europe, and the interefts 
of the reformed religion, 

England, at leafl, was obliged to him for 
abetting her caufe, in her grand ftruggle for 
liberty and a proteftant fucceflion. But fhe has 
dearly paid for thefe bleffings, by being involved 

in 
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in wafting foreign wars, in feme meafure ren- 
dered needfary indeed, by the fupinenefs of her 
two preceding princes, but in which fhe ought 
naturally to have had no concern; by the intro- 
du&ion of the contagious practice of corrupting 
parliaments, in order to engage them to fupport 
thofe wars ; and by their unavoidable confequence, 
a ruinous national debt, which, daily accumu- 
lating, and increafing the influence of the crown, 
threaten to leave us neither liberty nor property. 

CHAP. LXXII. 
O F QU E E N ANNE. 

j\NNE, princefs of Denmark, being the next 
proteftant heir to her father James II. fucceeded 
king William in the throne. As Ihe had been ill 
treated by the late king, it was thought the would 
have deviated from his meafures. But the beha- 
viour of the French, in acknowledging the title of 
her brother, who has fince been well known by 
the name of the Pretender, left her no choice. ■She therefore refolved to fulfil all William’s en- 
gagements with his allies, and to employ the earl 
of Marlborough, who had been imprifoned in the 
late reign, on a fufpicion of Jacobitifm, as her general. She could not have made a better choice 
of a general and a ftatefman ; for that earl ex- 
celled in both capacities. No fooner was he placed at 
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at the head of the Englifh army abroad, than his 
genius and activity gave a new turn to the war; 
and he became as much the favourite of the 
Dutch, as his wife was of the queen. 

He gave the fir ft proofs of his wifdom, by ad- 
vancing the fubaltern officers, whofe merits had 
lutherto been neglefted. He gained the enemy’s 
pofts without fighting, ever advancing, and never 
lofing one advantage, which he had gained. 

To this general was oppofed, on the fide of 
France, the duke of Burgundy, grandfon of the 
king; a youth more qualified to grace a court, 
than to conduit an army. The marflial Boufflers, 
a man of courage and activity, commanded under 
him. But thefe qualifications in both were forced 
to give way to the fuperior power of their adver- 
fary. After being forced to retire by the fldlful 
marches of Marlborough, after having feen fe- 
veral towns taken, they gave up all hopes of act- 
ing ofienfively, and concluded the campaign with 
refolutions to profecute the next with greater 
vigour. 

Marlborough, upon his return to London, 
received the rewards of his merit, being thanked 
by the houfe of commons, and created a duke by 
the queen. He afterwards obtained many glorious viivlories; but thofe of Blenheim and Ramillies 
gave the fir ft efteitual checks to the French 
power. By that of Blenheim, the empire of Ger- 
many was faved from immediate definition. 
Though prince Eugene was that day jc ined in 
command with the duke, yet the glory of the day 
was confeflediy owing to the latter. The French 
general Tallard was taken prifoner, and lent to 

England; 
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England ; and 20,000 French and Bavarians were 
killed, wounded, or drowned in the Danube, be- 
fides about 13,000 who were taken, and a pro- 
portionable number of cannon, artillery, and tro- 
phies of war. 

About the fame time, the Englilh admiral, Sir 
George Rooke, reduced Gibraltar, which ftill 
remains in our pofleflion. 

The battle of Ramillies was fought and gained 
under the duke of Marlborough alone. The lofs 
of the enemy there has been varioufly reported. 
It is generally fuppofed to have been 8000 killed 
or wounded, and dooo taken prifoners. 

CHAP. LXXIII. 
OF THE UNION OF ENGLAND AND SCOT- 

LAND, A. D. 1706. 
Th E union of England and Scotland under 
one legiflature, which had been fo long and lo 
ardently defired by fome of the wifeft heads and 
bell hearts in the two Britifh kingdoms, wa < at 
laft accomplifhed; and, in confequence of it, all 
difputes concerning the fucceffion to the Scottilh 
crown, fortunately prevented. 

The principal articles in this treaty of incorpo- 
ration were, “ That the two kingdoms fhould be 
united into one, by the name of Great Bri- 
tain j that the fuccefiion of the united kingdom 

Ihould 
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fhould remain to the princefs Sophia, and the 
heirs of her body, being proteftants ; that the 
whole people of Great Britain Ihould be re- 
prefented by one parliament, in which fix- 
teen peers, and forty-five commoners, chofen 
for Scotland, fhould fit and vote •, that the 
fubje&s of the united kingdom fhould enjoy 
an entire freedom and intercourfe of trade and 
navigation, and a reciprocal communication of all 
other rights, privileges, and advantages, belong- 
ing to the fubjects of either kingdom; that the 
laws in regard to public right, policy, and govern- 
ment, fhould be the fame throughout the whole 
ifland, but that no alteration fhould be made in 
the laws refpedting private property ; and that all 
the courts of judicature in Scotland fhould re- 
main, as then conftituted by the laws of that 
kingdom.” 

These were the principal articles of the union 
and it only remained to obtain the fanttion of the 
legiflature of both kingdoms to give them autho- 
rity. But this was a much more difficult under- 
taking than it was firfi: imagined to be. It was 
not only to be approved by the parliament of 
Scotland, all the popular members of which were 
averfe to the union, but it was alfo to pafs through 
both houfes in England, where it was not a little 
difagreeable, except to the miniftry, who had 
propofed it. 

The arguments in thefe different aflemblies 
were fuited to the audience. To induce the Scotch 
parliament to come into the meafure, it was al- 
leged by the miniftry, and their fupporters, that 
an entire and perfect union would be the folid 
foundation of a lafting peace. It would fecure 

their 
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their religion, liberty, and property, remove the 
animofities that prevailed among themfelves, and 
the jealoufies that fubfifted between the two na- 
tions. It would inereafe their ftrength, riches, 
and commerce. The whole ifland would be joined 
in affe&ion, and freed from all apprehendons of 
different interefts, fo as to be enabled to relift all 
its enemies, to fupport the proteftant intereft, and 
maintain the liberties of Europe. It was ob- 
ferved, that the lefs the wheels of government 
were clogged by a multiplicity of councils, the 
more vigorous would be their exertions. They 
were fhewn that the taxes, which, in confequence 
of this union, they were to pay, were by no means proportionable to their lhare in the legillatnre. 
That their taxes did not amount to a feventieth 
part of thofe fupplied by the Englilh ; and yet 
their lhare in the legillature was not a tenth part 
lefs. Such were the arguments in favour of the 
Union addreffedto the Scotch parliament. 

In the EngliHr houfes it was obferved, that a 
powerful and dangerous nation would thus for 
ever be prevented from giving them any diftur- 
bance. That in cafe of any future rupture* 
England had every thing to lofe, and nothing to 
gain, againft a nation that was courageous and 
poor. 

On the other hand, the Scotch were f red with 
indignation, at the thoughts of loling their ancient 
and independent government. The nobility found 
themfelves degraded, in point of dignity and in- 
fluence, by being excluded from their feats in 
parliament. The trading part of the nation be- 
held their commerce loaded with heavy duties, 

and 
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and confidered their new privilege of trading to 
the Englifh plantations in the Weft Indies, as a 
very uncertain advantage. 

In the Eaglifti houfes alfo it was obferved, that 
the union of a rich with a poor nation would be 
always beneficial to the latter, and that the for- 
mer could only hope for a participation of their 
neceflities. 

It was faid that the Scotch reluftantly yielded 
to this coalition, and that it might be likened to 
marriage with a woman againft her confent. The 
adherents of the excluded family, whofe particu- 
lar intereft it was to obftruct fuch a meafure, zea- 
loufly oppofed the treaty ; as did alfo many inde- 
pendent members of the Scottifh parliament, on 
principles of mere patriotifin. Of thofe, the 
moft firm and refolute was Andrew Fletcher of 
Salton ; a man of a cultivated genius, of a warm 
temper, a lofty courage, a bold eloquence, and an 
incorruptible integrity. Finding all his efforts in- 
effe&ual, to prevent the paffing of the Aft of 
Union, and believing it impoffible, that a ma- 
jority of his countrymen could ever have been 
brought to confent to the annihilation of their an- 
cient monarchy, without the influence of Eng- 
lifh gold, he refolved to quit the kingdom, that 
he might not fhare in their reproach, by conde- 
fcending fo far as to live among them. 

On the day of his departure, his friends crowded 
around him, intreating him to ftay. Even after 
his foot was in the ftirrup, they continued their 
folicitations, anxioufly crying, “ Will you fbr- 
fake your country ?” He reverted his head, and 
darting on them a look of indignation, replied, 

“ It 
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“ It is only fit for the Haves who fold it!” then 
leaped into the faddle, and put fpurs to his 
horfe ; leaving them ftruck with a momentary 
humiliation ; and, forgetting the extravagance 
of his condutt, at a lofs, which moft to admire, 
the pride of his virtue, or the elevation of his 
fpirit. 

CHAP. LXXlV. 
sacheverel’s sermons in defence of the 

DOCTRINE OF NON-RESISTANCE ARE BURNT 
BY THE COMMON HANGMAN. A. D. I709- 

Doctor Sacheverel, a clergyman of narrow intellects and bigotted principles, publilhed two 
fermons, in which he ftrongly infilled on the ille- 
gality of refilling kings, and enforced the divine 
origin of their authority; declaimed againll the 
diflenters, and exhorted the church to put on the 
whole armour of God. There was nothing in the 
fermons either nervous, well written, or clear. 
They owed all their celebrity to the complexion of 
the times, and are at prefent jullly forgotten. Sa- 
chevevel was impeached by the commons at the 
bar of the upper houle. They feemed refolutely 
bent upon punilhing him, and a day was ap- 
pointed for trying him before the Lords at Well- 
minlter-hall. 

Mean 
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Mean while, the tories, who one and all ap- 
proved his principles, were as violent in his de- 
fence, as the parliament had been in his profecu- 
tion. The eyes of the whole kingdom were 
turned upon this very extraordinary trial, which 
lafted three weeks, and excluded all other public 
bufinefs for the time. Queen Anne herfelf was 
every day prefent, as a private fpe£lator, while 
vaft multitudes attended the culprit each day, as 
he went to the hall, fhouting as he paired, or 
lilently praying for his fuccefs. 

While the trial continued, nothing could ex- 
ceed the violence and outrage of the populace. 
They furrounded the queen’s fedan, exclaiming, 
« God blefs your majefty and the church; we 
hope your majefty is for doctor Saeheverel.” 
They deftroyed feveral meeting-houfes, and plun- 
dered the dwellings of diflenters; and the queen 
herfelf could not but relilh thofe doctrines, which 
contributed to extend her prerogative. The lords 
were divided. They continued undetermined for 
fome time; but at length, after much obftinate 
difpute and virulent altercation, Sacheverel was 
found guilty, by a majority of feventeen Voices. 
He was prohibited from preaching for the term of 
three years; and his two fermons were ordered 
to be burnt by the hands of the common hang- 
man. The lenity of this fentence, which was, in 
a great meafure, owing to the dread of popular 
refentment, was conlidered by the tories as a tri- 
umph ; and, in fact, their faction took the lead 
all the remaining part of queen Anne’s reign. 
They declared their joy in bonfires and illumina- 
tions, and openly avowed their rage againft his 
perfecutors. Soon 
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Soon after, Sacheverel was prefented to a be- 

nefice in North Wales, where he went, with all 
the pomp and magnificence of a fovereign prince. 
He was fumptuoufly entertained by the univerfity 
of Oxford, and many noblemen in his way, who, 
while they worfhipped him as the idol of their 
faction, could not help defpifing the object of 
their adoration, fie was received in feveral towns 
by the magiftrates in their formalities, and often 
attended by a body of a thoufimd horfe. At 
Bridgenorth he was met by one Mr. Crefwell, 
at the head of four thoufand men on horfeback, 
and as many on foot, wearing white knots, edged 
with gold. The hedges were for two miles drefled 
with garlands, and the fteeples covered with 
ftreamers, flags, and colours. The church, and 
doctor Sacheverel, was the univerfal cry, and a. 
fpirit of religious enthufiafm fpread through the 
whole nation. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXV. 
OF LEWIS THE FOURTEENTH. 

Ignorance and ambition were the great ene- 
mies of Lewis. Through the former, he was 
blind to every patriotic duty of a king, and pro- 
moted the interefts of his fabj efts, only that they 
might the better anfwer the purpofes of his great- 
nefs. By the latter, he 'embroiled himfelf with 
all his neighbours, and wantonly rendered Ger- 
many a dilinal fcene of devaftation. His impoli- 
tic, and unjuft revocation of the edift of Nantes, 
obliged the French proteftants to take flicker in 
England, Holland, and different parts of Ger- 
many, where they eftabliihed the filk manufafto- 
ries, to the great prejudice of their own country. 
He made and broke treaties for his conveniency, 
and at laft raifed againft himlelf a confederacy of 
almoft all the other princes of Europe; at the 
head of which was king William III. of England. 
He was fo well ferved, that he made head for 
fome years againft this alliance. But, having 
provoked the Englifh, by his repeated infidelities, 
their arms, under the duke of Marlborough, and 
thofe of the Auftrians, under prince Eugene, ren- 
dered the latter part of his life as miferable, as 
the beginning of it was fplendid. 

His reign, from the year 1702 to 1711, was 
one continued feries of defeats and calamities; 
and he had the mortification of feeing thofe places 
taken from him, which, in the former part of his 

reign, 



190 THE FLOWERS OF 
reign, were acquired at the expence of many 
thoufand lives. Juft as he was reduced, old as he 
was, to the defperate refolution of colletting his 
people, and dying at their head, he was faved by 
the Englifh withdrawing from their allies, and 
concluding the peace of Utrecht, in 1713. He 
furvived his deliverance but two years; for he 
died on the firft of September 1715, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his great-grandfon, Lewis XV. the 
late king. 

CHAP. LXXVI. 
OF CHARLES THE TWELFTH OF SWEDEN. 
Charles XL died in 1697, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his minor fon the famous Charles XII. 
The hiftory of no prince is better known, than 
that of this hero. His father’s will had fixed the 
age of his majority to eighteen; but it was fet 
afide for an earlier date, by the management of 
count Piper, who became thereby his firft mi- 
nifter. 

Soon after his acceflion, the kings of Denmark 
and Poland, and the czar of Mofcovy, formed a 
powerful confederacy againft him, encouraged by 
the mean opinion they had of his youth and abi- 
lities. He made head againft them all; and be- 
fieging Copenhagen, he dictated the peace of 
Travendahl to his Danifh majefty, by which the duke 
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Jake of Holftein was re-eftabliftied in his domini- 
ons. Charles, who had never in his life, before 
this liege, heard a general difcharge of mulkets 
loaded with ball, alked major Stuart, who flood 
near him, what the whiftling which he heard 
meant. ** It is the noife of bullets,” replied the 
major, “ which they fire againft your majefty.” 
—“ Very well!” faid the king ;—“ this lhall 
henceforth be my mufic.” 

The czar Peter was at this time ravaging In- 
gria, at the head of 80,000 men, and had be- 
fieged Narva. The army of Charles did not ex- 
ceed 20,000 men. But fuch was his impatience, 
that he advanced at the head of 8000, entirely 
routed the main body of the Ruffians, and raifed 
the liege. Such were his fuccefles, and fo nu- 
merous his prifoners, that the Ruffians attributed 
his actions to necromancy. 

Charles from thence marched into Saxony, 
where his warlike atchievements equalled, if they 
did not excel, thofe of Guftavus Adolphus. 

He dethroned Auguftus king of Poland, and 
railed Stanillaus, one of his favourite Swedilh 
nobles, to the Polilh crown. His name carried 
with it fuch terror, that he was courted by all the 
powers of Europe ; and among others, by the 
duke of Marlborough, in the name of queen 
Anne, amidft the full career of her fuccefies 
againft France. 

His ftubbornnefs and implacable difpofition, 
however, were fuch, that he cannot be confidered 
in a better light, than that of an illuftrious mad- 
man ; for he loft, in the battle of Pultowa, which 
he fought in his march to dethrone the czar, more 

than 
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than all he had gained by his victories. His brave 
army was ruined, and he was forced to take re- 
fuge among the Turks at Bender. His actions 
there, in attempting to defend himfelf with 300 
Swedes, againft 30,000 Turks, prove him to have 
been worfe than frantic. The Turks found it, 
however, convenient for their affairs to fet him at 
liberty. 

But his misfortunes did not cure his military 
madnefs; and after his return to his dominions, 
he profecuted his revenge againft Denmark, till 
he was killed by a cannon-fhot, as it is generally 
faid, at the fiege of Frederidhall in Norway be- 
longing to the Danes, in 1718, when he was no 
more than thirty-fix years of age. 

It has, however, been fuppofed, that Charles 
was not, in reality, killed by a fhot from the walls 
of Fredericfhall, but that a piftol, from fome 
nearer hand, from one of thofe about him, gave 
the decifive blow, which put an end to the life of 
this celebrated monarch. This opinion is faid to 
be very prevalent among the beft informed per- 
fons in Sweden. And it appears, that the Swedes' 
were tired of a prince, under whom they had loft 
their richeft provinces, their braveft troops, and 
their national riches ; and who yet, untamed by 
adverfity, purfued an uniuccefsful and pernicious 
war, nor would ever have liftened to the voice of 
peace, or confulted the internal tranquillity of his 
country. 

No prince, perhaps, ever had fewer weaknefies, 
or poflfefled fo many eminent, with fo few eftima- 
ble or amiable qualities, as Charles XII. Rigidly 
juft, but void of lenity ; romanticly brave, but blind 
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blind to confequences; profufely generous, with- 
out knowing how to oblige ; temperate, without 
delicacy; and chafte, without acquiring the praife 
of continence, becaufe he feems to have been in- 
fenfible to the charms of the fex ; a ftranger to 
the pleafures of fociety, and but flightly acquaint- 
ed with books ; a Goth in his manners, and a 
favage in his refentments ; refolute even to obfti- 
nacy, inexorable in vengeance, and inacceffible to 
fympathy, he has little to conciliate our love or 
efteem. But his wonderful intrepidity and perfe- 
verance in enterprize, his firmnefs under misfor- 
tune, his contempt of danger, and his enthufiaftic 
pafiion for glory, will ever command our admi- 
ration. 

CHAP. LXXVII. 
OF PETER THE GREAT OF RUSSIA. 

IT would far exceed the bounds prefcribed to 
this work, to give even a fummary detail of this 
prince’s addons. I muft content myfelf with giv- 
ing a general view of his power, and the vaft re- 
formation he introduced into his dominions. 

At a very early period, he aflbciated himfelf 
with the Germans, for the fake of their manu- 
factures, which he introduced into his domini- 
ons ; and with the Dutch, for their {kill in navi- 
gation, which he pra&ifed himfelf. His mclina- 

K tion 
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don for the arts was encouraged by his favourite 
Le Fort, a Piedmomefh ; and General Gordon, a 
Scotchman, difciplined the czar’s own regiment, 
confifting of 5000 foreigners ; while Le Fort rail- 
ed a regiment of 12,000, among whom he intro- 
duced the French and German exercifes of arms, 
with a view of employing them in curbing the in- 
folence of the Strelitzes. 

Peter, after this, began his travels; leaving 
his military affairs in the hands of Gordon. He 
let out as an attendant upon his own ambafladors. 
His adventures in Holland and England, and 
other courts, are too numerous to be inferted 
here. By working as a common fliip-carpenter, 
at Deptford and Saardan, he completed himfelf 
in Ihip-building: and through the excellent dif- 
cipline introduced among his troops by the fo- 
reigners, he not only over-awed or crulhed all 
civil infurrections, but all his enemies on this fide 
of Alia; and at laft he even exterminated, except- 
ing two feeble regiments, the whole body of the 
Strelitzes. 

He rofe gradually through every rank and fer- 
vice both by fea and land ; and the many defeats 
which he received, efpecially that from Charles 
XII. at Narva, feemed only to enlarge his ambi- 
tion, and extend his ideas. The battles he loft 
rendered him a conqueror upon the whole, by 
adding experience to his courage. The generous 
friendfhip he fhewed to Auguftus,k:ing of Poland, 
both Before and after he was dethroned by the 
king of Sweden, redounds greatly to his honour. 
He had no regard for rank diftinc! from merit; 
and he at laft married, by the name of Catherine, a young 
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?. young Lithuanian woman, who had been be- 
trothed to a Swedifti foldier ; becaufe, after long 
cohabitation, he found her poflefied of a foul 
formed to execute his plans, and to affift his coun- 
fels. Catherine was fo much a ftranger to her own 
country, that her hulband afterwards difcovered 
her brother, who ferved as a common foldier in 
his armies. 

But military and naval triumphs, which fuc- 
ceeded one another after the battle of Pultowa 
with Charles XII. were not the chief glories of 
Peter’s reign. He applied himfelf with equal affi- 
duity, as I have already mentioned, to the culti- 
vation of commerce, arts, and fciences. As he 
had vifited England and Holland, in the early 
part of his reign, to acquire a knowledge of the 

> ufeful arts, he made a journey into France in 
1717, in order to become acquainted with thofe, 
which are more immediately connected with ele- 
gance. A number of ingenious artifts, in every 
branch, allured by the profpect of advantage, fol- 
lowed him from France, to fettle in Ruflia ; and, 
on his return to Peterlburg, he eftablifhed a board 
of trade, compofed partly of natives, and partly 
of foreigners, in order that juftice might be im- 
partially adminiftered to all. One Frenchman 
began a manufactory of fine glafs, for mirrors; 
another fet up a loom for working curious tapef- 
try, after the manner of the Gobelins •, and the 
third fucceeded in the making of gold and filver 
lace. Linen cloth was made at Mofcow, equal 
in finenefs to that of the Low Countries ; and the 
filks of Perfia were manufactured at Peterlburg in 
as great perfection, as at Ifpahan. 

K 2 But 
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But Peter, after all his noble inftitutions, and 

his liberal attempts to civilize his people, was him- 
felf no better than an enlightened barbarian. In- 
ventive, bold, adtive, and indefatigable, he was 
formed for fucceeding in the moll: difficult un- 
dertakings, and for conceiving the moft magnifi- 
cent defigns •, but unfeeling, impatient, furious 
under the influence of pafiion, and a Have to his 
own arbitrary will, he was fhamefully prodigal of 
the lives of his fubjects, and never endeavoured to 
combine their eafe or happinefs with his glory and 
perfonal greatnefs. He feemed to confider them 
as made iolely for his, not he for their aggrandHe- 
ment. 

His favage ferocity and delpotic feverity turned 
itfelf even againft his own blood. Alexis, his on- 
ly fon by his firft wife, having led an abandoned 
courfe of life, and difcovered an inclination to 
obftruft his favourite plan of civilization, he made 
him fign, in 1718, a folemn renunciation of his 
right to the crown ; and left that deed Ihould not 
prove fuflicient to exclude the czarowitz from the 
fucceflion, he aflembled an extraordinary court, 
confifting of the principal nobility and clergy, who 
condemned that unhappy, though feemingly weak 
and difiblute prince, to fuffer death, but without 
prefcribing the manner in which it Ihould be in- 
flitted. The event, however, took place, and 
fuddenly. 

Alexis was feized with ftrong convulfions, and 
. expired foon after the dreadful fentence was an- 
nounced to him ; but whether in confequence 
of the furprize, occafioned by fuch alarming in- telligence. 
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telligence, or by other means, is uncertain. We 
only know, that Peter then had, by his beloved 
Catherine, an infant fon, who bore his own name, 
and whom he defigned for his fucceflbr; and as 
the birth of this fon had probably accelerated the 
profecution, and increafed the feverity of the pro- 
ceedings againft Alexis, whom his father had be- 
fore threatened to difinherit, it is not impofiible, 
but the friends of Catherine might haften the 
death of the fame prince, in order to fave the 
court from the odium of his public execution, and 
the emperor from the excruciating refledtions, 
which muft have fucceeded fo awful a tranfadtion. 

After this event, Peter ordered his wife Ca- 
therine to be crowned, with the fame magnificent 
ceremonies, as if fhe had been a Greek emprefs, 
and to be recognized as his fucceflbr j which fhe 
accordingly was, and mounted the Ruffian throne 
upon the deceafe of her hufband. She died, af- ter a glorious reign in 1727, and tvas fucceeded 
by Peter II. a minor, fon to the czarowitz. 

K 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXVIII. 
OF GEORGE THE FIRST, AND THE REBEL- 

LION IN I715. 

Upon the death of queen Anne, purfuant to 
the aft of fucceffion, George I. fon of Erneft 
Auguftus, firft Eleftor of Brunfwick, and Sophia, 
grand-daughter to James I. afcended the throne. 
His mature age, his fagacity and experience, his 
numerous alliances, the general peace of Europe, 
all contributed to his fupport, and promifed a 
peaceable and happy reign. His virtues, though 
not fliining, were folid. He was of a very differ- 
ent difpofition from the Stuart family, whom he 
fucceeded. They were known, to a proverb, for 
leaving their friends in diftrefs. George, on the contrary, foon after his arrival in England, ufed 
to fay, “ My maxim is never to abandon my 
friends, to do juftice to all the world, and to fear 
no man.” To thefe qualifications he joined great application to bufinefs ; but generally ftudied more 
the interefts of thofe fubjefts he had left behind, 
than of thefe he came to govern. 

George I. came over to Great Britain with 
ftrong prepoffeffions againft the tory miniftry, moft 
of whom he difplaced ; but this did not make any 
great alteration to his prejudice in England. In 
Scotland, however, the difcontent broke forth 
into the flames of rebellion. The earl of Mar, ai- 
fembling three hundred of his own vaffals, in the 
Highlands of Scotland, proclaimed the pretender at 
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at Caftletown, and fet up his ftandard at Braemar, 
on the fxxth day of September 1715 •, then afium- 
ing the title of lieutenant-general of the pretend- 
er’s forces, he exhorted the people to take arms 
in defence of their lawful fovereign. But thele 
preparations were weak, and ill conducted. All 
the defigns of the rebels were betrayed to the go- 
vernment, the beginning of every revolt reprefled, 
the weftern counties prevented from riling, and 
the moft prudent precautions taken, to keep all 
fufpected perfons in cuftody, or in awe. 

The earl of Derwentwater and Mr. Fofter 
took the field near the borders^of Scotland ; and, 
being joined by fome gentlemen, proclaimed the 
pretender. The firft attempt was to feize upon 
Newcaftle, in which they had many friends; but 
they found the gates Ihut upon them, and were 
obliged to retire to Hexham, while general Car- 
penter, having aflembled a body of dragoons, re- 
folved to attach thcat, bvfoj:? their nuu.bcrs a cre 
increafed. The rebels had two methods of ailing 
with fuccefs; either marching immediately into 
the weftern parts of Scotland, and there joining 
general Gordon, who commanded a ftrong body 
of Highlanders •, or of crofting the Tweed, and 
attacking general Carpenter, whofe forces did not exceed nine hundred men. From their ufual in- 
fatuation neither of thefe fchemes were put into 
execution ; for, taking the rout another way, they 
left general Carpenter on one fide, and refolved to 
penetrate into England by the weftern border.— They accordingly advanced, without either fore- 
fight or defign, as far as Prefton, where they firft: 
heard the news that general Wills was marching 
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at the head of fix regiments of horfe, and a bat- 
talion of foot, to attack them. They now there- 
fore began to raife barricadoes, and to put the 
place in a pofture of defence, repulfing at firft the 
attack of the king’s army with fome fuccefs. Next 
day, however, general Wills was reinforced by the 
troops under Carpenter, and the rebels were in- 
vefted on all fides. Fofter, their general, fent 
colonel Oxburgh with a trumpet to the Englifh 
commander, to propofe a capitulation. This, how- 
ever, general Wills refufed, alleging, that he 
would not treat with rebels ; and that all they 
could expert was, to be fpared from immediate 
llaughter. Thefe were hard terms ; but they were 
obliged to fubmit. They accordingly laid down 
their arms, and were put under a ftrong guard, 
Their leaders were fecured, and led through Lon- 
don pinioned, and bound together, while the common people were confined at Chefter and Li- 
XCt'uCCi. 

While thefe unhappy circumftances attended 
the rebels in England, the earl of Mar’s forces, in 
the mean time, increafed to the number of ten 
thoufand men, and he had made himfelf mailer of 
the whole county of Fife. Againft him the duke 
of Argyle fet out for Scotland, as commander in 
chief of the forces in North-Britain; and, affem- 
bling fome troops in Lothian, returned to Stirling 
with all poflible expedition. The earl of Mar be- 
ing informed of this, at firfl: retreated, but being 
joined foon after by fome clans, under the earl of 
Seaforth, and others under general Gordon, who 
had fignalized himfelf in the Ruffian fervice, he 
refolved to inarch forward towards England. The duke 
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duke of Argyle apprized of his intention, and be- 
ing joined by fome regiments of dragoons from 
Ireland, determined to give him battle in the neigh- 
bourhood of Dumblain, though his forces were by 
no means fo numerous as thofe of the rebel army. 
In the morning therefore of the fame day, on 
which the Prefton rebels had furrendered, he drew 
up his forces, which did not exceed three thou- 
fand five hundred men, but found himfelf great- 
ly outflanked by the enemy. The duke, there- 
fore, perceiving the enemy making attempts^, to 
furround him, was obliged to alter his difpofition •, 
which, on account of the fcarcity of general offi- 
cers, was not done fo expeditioufly, as to be all 
formed before the rebels began the attack. The 
left wing, therefore, of the duke’s army fell in 
with the center of the enemy’s, and fupported the 
firft charge without flirinking. This wing feem- 
ed, for a ffiort time, victorious, as they killed the 
chief leader of part of the rebel army. But Glen- 
gary, who was fecond in command, undertook to 
infpire his intimidated forces ; and, waving his 
bonnet, cried out feveral times, Revenge ! This 
animated his men to fuch a degree, that they fol- 
lowed him dole to the muzzles of the mulkets, 
puffied afide the bayonets with their targets, and 
with their broad fwords did great execution. A 
total rout of that wing of the royal army enfued, 
and general Witham their commander, flying full 
fpeed to Stirling, gave out that all was loft. 

In the mean time, the duke of Argyle, who 
commanded in perfon on the right, attacked the 
left of the enemy, and drove them before him for 
two miles, though they often faced about, and at- 
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tempted to rally. The duke, having thus entirely 
broke the left, and pufhed them over the river Al- 
len, returned to the field, where he found that 
part of the rebel army which had been victorious. 
But, inftead of renewing the engagement, both 
armies continued to gaze at each other, neither 
caring to attack ; till towards evening both fides 
drew off, each boafting of victory. Whichever 
might claim the triumph, it muft be owned, that 
all the honour, and all the advantages of the day, 
belonged only to the duke of Argyle. It was fuffi- 
cient for him to have interrupted the enemy’s pro- 
grefs ; and delay was to them a defeat. The earl 
of Mar, therefore, foon found his difappointments 
and lofies increafe. The caftle of Invernefs, of 
which he was in pofleffion, was delivered up to the 
king by lord Lovet, who had hitherto appeared in 
the intereft of the pretender. The marquis of 
Tullibardine left the earl to defend his own coun- 
try, and many of the clans, feeing no likelihood 
of coming foon to a fecond engagement, returned 
home ; for an irregular army is much eafier led to 
battle, than induced to bear the fatigues of a cam- 
paign. 

The pretender might now be convinced of the 
vanity of his expectations, in imagining that the 
whole country would rife up in his caufe. His af- 
fairs were actually defperate ; yet, with the ufual 
infatuation of the family, he refolved to hazard his 
perfon among his friends in Scotland, at a time, 
when fuch a meafure was totally ufelefs. Faffing 
therefore through France in difguife, and embark- 
ing in a fmall veflel at Dunkirk, he arrived, on the twenty- 
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twenty-fecond day of December, on the coafts of 
Scotland, with only fix gentlemen in his retinue. 

Upon his arrival in Aberdeen, he was folemnly 
proclaimed, and foon after made his public entry 
into Dundee. In two days more, he came to 
Scoon, where he intended to have the ceremony 
of his coronation performed. He ordered thanks- 
givings for his fafe arrival; enjoined the minifters 
to pray for him in the churches ; and without the 
fmalleft fhare of power, went through all the ce- 
remonies of royalty, which were, at fuch a junc- 
ture, perfe&ly ridiculous. 

After this unimportant parade, he refolved to 
abandon the enterprize with the fame levity with 
which it had been undertaken, and embarked again 
for France, together with the earl of Mar, and 
fome others, in a fmall Ihip that lay in the har- 
bour of Montrofe; and, in five days, arrived at 
Gravelin. General Gordon who was left com- 
mander in chief of the forces, with the affiftance 
of the earl-marfhal, proceeded with them to Aber- 
deen, where he fecured three veflels to fail north- 
ward, which took on board the perfons, who in- 
tended to make their efcape to the continent. In 
this manner the rebellion was fupprefied ; but the 
fury of the viftors did not feem in the leaft to 
abate with fuccefs. 

The law was now put in force with all its ter- 
rors ; and the prifons of London were crowded 
with thofe deluded wretches, whom the miniftry 
Ihewed no difpofition to fpare. The commons, in 
their addrefs to the crown, declared they would 
profecute, in the moft vigorous manner, the au- 
thors of the rebellion ; and their refolutions were 

as 
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as fpeedy, as their meafures were vindictive. The 
earls of Derwentwater, Nithifdale, Carnwath and 
Wintown; the Lords Widdrington, Kenmuir, and 
Nairn, were impeached. The habeas corpus aCt 
was fufpended ; and the rebel lords, upon plead- 
ing guilty, received fentence of death. Nothing 
Could foften the privy council. The houfe of lords 
even prefented an addrefs to the throne for mercy, 
but without effect. Orders were difpatched for 
executing the earls of Derwentwater and Nithif- 
dale, and the vifcount Kenmuir, immediately; 
the others were refpited for three weeks longer. 
Nithifdale, however, efcaped in woman’s deaths, 
which were brought him by his mother, the night 
before his intended execution. Derwentwater and 
Kenmuir were brought to the fcaffold on Tower- 
hill, at the hour appointed. Both underwent their 
fentence with calmnefs and intrepidity, pitied by 
all, feemingly lefs moved themfelves than the 
fpeClators. 

An aft of parliament was alfo made for trying 
the private prifoners in London, and not in Lan- 
cafhire, where they were taken in arms ; which 
proceeding was, in fome meafure, an alteration of 
the ancient conftitution of the kingdom ; when 
Tofter, Mackintofh, and feveral others were found 
guilty. Fofter, however, efcaped from Newgate, 
and reached the continent in fafety •> and fome 
time after alfo, Mackintofh, with fome others, 
forced their way, having maftered the keeper and 
turnkey, and difarmed the centinel. Four or five 
were hanged,drawn, and quartered; among whom 
was William Paul, a clergyman, who profeffed 
himfdf a true and fincere member of the church of 
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of England but not of that fchifmatical church, 
whofe bifhops had abandoned their king. 

Such was the end of a rebellion, probably firft 
infpired by the rigour of the new whig miniftry 
and parliament. In running through the viciffi- 
tudes of human tranfaftions, we too often find 
both fides culpable ; and fo it was in this cafe. 
The royal party afted under the influences of par- 
tiality, rigour, and prejudice gratified private 
animofity under the malk of public juftice ; and, 
in their pretended love of freedom, forgot huma- 
nity. On the other hand, the Pretender’s party 
aimed, not only at fubverting the government, 
but the religion of the kingdom. Bred a papift 
himfelf, he confided only in counfellors of his own 
perfuafion; and moft of thofe who adhered to his 
caufe, were men of indifferent morals, orbigotted 
principles. Clemency, however, in the govern- 
ment, at that time, would probably have extin- 
guifhed all the fadtious fpirit, which has hitherto 
difturbed the peace of this country ; for it has 
ever been the charadter of the Englifti, that they 
are more eafily led than driven into loyalty. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXIX. 

OF THE MISSISIPPI SCHEME IN FRANCE. 
A. D. 1720. 

A GREAT and real change was brought about in the commercial world, in the finances of na- 
tions and the fortunes of individuals, by a Scottifh 
adventurer, named John Law. This man, pro- 
feflionally a gamefter, and a calculator of chances, 
had been obliged to abandon his own country, 
for having killed his antagonift in a duel. He vi- 
lited feveral parts of the continent; and, on his 
arrival at Paris, he was particularly ftruck with 
the confufion into which the ambition of Lewis 
XIV. had thrown the French finances. To re- 
medy this evil, appeared a talk worthy of his dar- 
ing genius; and he flatteredhimfelf that he could 
accomplifh it. The greatnefs of the idea recom- 
mended it to the duke of Orleans, whofe bold 
fpirit and fanguine temper inclined him to adopt 
the wildeft: expedients. Law’s fcheme was, by 
fpeedily paying off the immenfe national debt, to 
clear the public revenue of the enormous intereft 
that abforbed it. The introduflion of paper cre- 
dit could alone effecfl: this amazing revolution, 
and the exigencies of the ftate feemed to require 
fuch an expedient. Law accordingly eftablilhed 
a bank, which was foon declared royal, and united with the Miflifippi or Weft India company, 
from whofe commerce the greateft riches were ex- 
petted, and which foon fwallowed up all the other trading 
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trading companies in the kingdom. It undertook 
the management of the trade to the coaft of 
Africa ; it alfo acquired the privileges of the old 
Eaft India company, founded by the celebrated 
Colbert, which had gone to decay, and given up 
its trade to the merchants of St. Malo; and it, 
at length, engrofled the farming of the national 
taxes. 

The Miflifippi company, in a word, feemed 
eftablilhed on fuch folid foundations, and preg- 
nant with fuch vaft advantages, that a fhare in its 
flock rofe to above twenty times its original value. 
The caufe of this extraordinary power deferves to 
be traced. 

It had long been believed, on the doubtful re- 
lations of travellers, that the country in the 
neighbourhood of the river Miflifippi contained 
inexhauftible treafures. Law availed himfelf of 
this credulity, and endeavoured to encourage and 
increafe it by myfterious reports. It was whif- 
pered, as a fecret, that the celebrated, but fabu- 
lous mines of St. Barbe, had at length been dis- 
covered ; and that they were much richer than 
even fame had reported them. In order to give 
the greater weight to this deceitful rumour, a 
number of miners were fent to Louifiana, to dig, as was pretended, the abundant treafure, with a 
body of troops fuflicient to defend them againft 
the Spaniards and Indians, as well as to protett 
the precious produce of their toils ! 

The impreflion which this ftratagem made 
upon a nation naturally fond of novel iy, is alto- 
gether aftonilhing. Every one was eager to ob- 
tain a fhare in the flock of tne new company. 

The 
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The Miffifippi fcheme became the grand object, 
and the ultimate end of all purfuits. Even Law 
himfelf, deceived by his own calculations, and in- 
toxicated with the public folly, had fabricated fo 
many notes, that the chimerical value of the funds, 
in 1719, exceeded fourfcore times the real value 
of the current coin of the kingdom, which was 
almoft all in the hands of government. This profufion of paper, in which only the 
debts of the ftate were paid off, firft occafioned 
fufpicion, and afterwards fpread a general alarm. 
The late financiers, in conjunction with the great 
bankers, exhaufted the Royal Bank, by continu- 
ally drawing upon it for large fums. Every one 
wanted to convert his notes into cafli; but the 
difproportion of fpecie was immenfe. Public cre- 
dit funk at once ; and a tyrannical edict, forbidding 
private perfons to keep by them above five hun- 
dred livres, ferved only to crufh it more effectu- 
ally, and to inflame the injured and infulted na- 
tion againft the regent. Law, who had been ap- 
pointed comptroller-general of the finances, and 
loaded with refpeCt, was now execrated, and ob- 
liged to flee from a country he had beggared, 
v/ithout enriching himfelf, in order to difcharge 
the debts of the crown. The diltrefs of the king- 
dom was fo great, and the public creditors fo nu- 
merous, that government was under the neceflity 
of affording them relief. Upwards of five hun- 
dred thoufand fufierers, chiefly fathers of families, 
prefented their whole fortunes in paper; and go- 
vernment, after liquidating thefe debts, which are 
faid to have originally amounted to a fum too in- 
credible to be named, charged itfelf with the enor- mous 
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mous debt of fixteen hundred and thirty-one mil- 
lions, to be paid in fpecie. 

Thus ended in France the famous Miflifippi 
fcheme; fo ruinous to the fortunes of individuals, 
but ultimately beneficial to the ftate, which it re- 
lieved from an exceffive load of debt, though it 
threw the finances, for a time, into the utmoft 
diforder. Its efFe&s, however, were not confined 
to that kingdom. Many foreigners had adventured 
in the French funds, and the contagion of ftock- 
jobbing infe&ed other nations. Holland received 
a flight fhock ; but its virulence was more peculi- 
arly referved for England, where it appeared in a 
variety of forms, and exhaufted all its fury. 

CHAP. LXXX. 
OF THE SOUTH SEA SCHEME. 

The South Sea Scheme, evidently borrowed 
from that of Law, excited the avidity of the 
Englilh nation. But it will be neceflary, before I enter upon that fubjett, to give fome account 
of the nature of the Stocks, and the rife of the 
South Sea Company. 

Nothing is fo much talked of in London, or fo little underftood, as the National Debt, the 
Public Funds, and the Stocks. I fhall, therefore, 
endeavour to give a general idea of them. The 
National Debt is the refidue of thofe immenfe 

fums. 
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fums, which government has, in times of exi- 
gency, been obliged to raife, by way of voluntary 
loan, for the public fervice, beyond what the an- 
nual revenue of the crown could fupply, and 
which the ftate has not found it hitherto conveni- 
ent to pay off. 

The Public Funds confift of certain ideal ag- 
gregations, or maffes of the money thus depolited 
in the hands of government, together with the 
general produce of the taxes appropriated by par- 
liament to pay the intereft of that money; and 
the furplus of thefe taxes, which has always been 
more than fufficient to anfwer the charge upon 
them, compofes what is called the Sinking Fund, 
as it was originally intended to be applied towards- 
the reduction, or finking of the national debt. 

The Stocks are the whole of this public and 
funded debt; which being divided into an infi- 
nity of portions or (hares, bearing a known in- 
icrcfi, but Afferent in the different funds, may be 
readily transferred from one perfon to another, 
and converted into cadi for the purpofes of bufi- 
nefs or pleafure, and which rife or fall in value,, 
according to the plenty or (carcity of money in the 
nation, or the opinion the proprietors have of the 
fecurity of public credit. 

Such is the prelent ftate of the Stocks, which 
are fubjeft to little fluftuation, except in times of 
national danger or calamity 5 for as the public cre- 
ditors have long given up all expectation of ever 
receiving their capital from government, they are 
not much affe&ed by great national profperity, 
unlefs attended with a hidden or extraordinary 
influx of money. A ftrong probability, amount- 
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ing to a fpeculative certainty, that the intereft of 
the national debt will continue to be regularly 
paid, without any farther reduction, muft raife 
the flocks nearly as high as they can go ; and this 
is the common effect of peace and tranquillity. 

Formerly, however, the cafe was otherwife. 
The loans were chiefly made by corporations, or 
great companies of merchants •, who, befides the 
ftipulated intereft, were indulged with certain 
commercial advantages. To one of thole compa- 
nies was granted, in 1711, the monopoly of a 
projected trade to the Spanilh fettlements on the 
South Sea; an entire freedom to vilit which, it 
was fuppofed England would obtain, either from 
the houfe of Auftria or that of Bourbon, in con- 
fequence of the prodigious fuccefles of the war. At the peace of Utrecht, no fuch freedom was 
obtained. But the Afiento, or contraft for fup- 
plying the Spanilh colonies with negroes, conveyed to Great Britain by the co.v.merciwl treaty 
Philip V. as well as the lingular privilege of fend- 
ing annually to the fair of Porto-Bello a Ihip of five 
hundred tons burden, laden with European com- 
modities, was veiled exclufively in the South Sea 
Company. By virtue of this contract, Britilh 
factories were eftablilhed at Carthagena, Panama, Vera Cruz, Buenos Ayres, and other Spanilh fet- 
tlements : and the company was farther permitted 
to freight in the ports of the South Sea vefiels of 
four hundred tons burden, in order to convey its 
negroes to all the coafts of Mexico and Peru ; to 
equip them as it pleafed; to nominate the com- 
manders of them, and to bring back the produce 

of 



212 THE FLOWERS OF 
of its fales in gold or filver, without being fubjedft 
to any duty of import or export. 

Nor was this all. The agents of the Britifh 
South Sea Company, under cover of the importa- 
tion which they were authorized to make by the 
fhip fent annually to Porto-Bello, poured in their 
commodities on the Spanifh colonies, without li- 
mitation or referve. Inftead of a veflel of five 
hundred tons burden, as ftipulated by the treaty, 
they ufually employed one of a thoufand tons, ex- 
clufive of water and provifions. She was accom- 
panied by three or four fmaller veflels, which fup- 
plied her wants, and mooring in fome neighbour- 
ing creek, furnifhed her clandeftinely with freflt 
bales of goods, in order to replace fuch as had 
been previoufly fold. 

By thefe various advantages, the profits of the 
South Sea Company became exceffively great, and; 
the public fuppofed them yet greater, than, they rt-aily were. Enroi’.ragcd tj fach favourable cif- 
cumftances, and by the general fpirit of avaricious 
enterprize, Sir J ohn Blount, one of the directors, 
who had been bred a lerivener, was tempted to 
project, in 1719> the infamous South Sea Scheme. 
Under pretence of enabling government to pay off 
the national debt, by lowering the intereft, and 
reducing all the funds into one, he propofed that 
the South Sea Company fliould become the foie 
public creditor. A fcheme fo plaufible, and fo advantageous to the ftate, was readily adopted by 
the miniftry, and foon received the fanction of an 
aft of parliament. The purport of this aft was, 
« That the South Sea Company ftiould be autho- 
rized to buy up, from the feveral proprietors, all 
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the funded debts of the crown, which then bore 
an intereft of five per cent, and that after the ex- 
piration of fix years, the intereft fhould be re- 
duced to four per cent, and the capital be re- 
deemable by parliament. But as the directors 
could not be fuppofed poflefled of money fufficient 
for fo great an undertaking, they were empowered 
to raife it by different means ; and particularly by 
opening a fubfcription, and granting annuities to 
fuch public creditors, as fhould think proper to 
exchange the fecurity of the crown, for that of 
the South Sea Company, with the emoluments 
which might refult from their commerce. 

While this affair was in agitation, the ftock 
of the South Sea Company rofe from one hundred 
and thirty to near four hundred thoufand pounds ; 
and in order to raife it ftill higher, Blount, the pro- 
jettor of the fcheme, circulated a report, on the 
palling of the bill, that Gibraltar and Minorca 
would be exchanged, as it is to be wifhed they 
had, for feme places in Peru, by the ceflion of 
which, the Britifh trade to the South Sea would 
be much enlarged. In confequence of this ru- 
mour, which operated like contagion, by exciting 
hopes of prodigious dividends, the fubfeription- 
books were no fooner opened, than perfons of all 
ranks and conditions, as well as all ages and fexes, 
crowded to the South Sea Houfe, eager to become 
proprietors of ftock. The firft purchafes were, in 
a few weeks, fold for double the money paid for 
them; and the delufion, or rather the infatu- 
ation, was carried fo far, that ftock fold, at laft, 
for ten times its original value. New projectors 
ftarted up every day, to avail themfelves of the 

avarice 
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avarice and credulity of the nation; and the 
Welch-copper company, the York-building com- 
pany, and many others were formed. 

No interefted project was fo abfurd as not to 
meet with encouragement, during the public deli- 
rium ; but the South Sea Scheme continued to 
be the object of attraction. At length, however, 
to ufe the phrafe of the times, the bubble began 
to burft. It was difcovered, that thofe who were 
thought to be in the fecret, had difpofed of all 
their flock while the tide was at its height. A 
general alarm was fpread. Every one wanted to 
fell, and nobody to buy, except at a very reduced 
price. The flock fell as rapidly as it had rifen, 
and to the loweft ebb; fo that, in a little time, 
nothing was to be feen but the direful effects of its 
violence,-—the wreck of private fortunes, and the 
bankruptcy of merchants and trading companies! 
nor any thing to be heard but the ravings of dif- 
appointed ambition j the execrations of beggared 
avarice; the pathetic wailings of innocent credu- 
lity, of grief, and unexpected poverty, or the 
frantic bowlings of defpair! The timely interpofi- 
tion, and fteady wifdom of parliament only could 
have prevented a national bankruptcy. 

A committee of the houfe of commons was 
chofen by ballot, to examine all the books, papers 
and proceedings relative to the execution of the 
South Sea aft; and this committee difcovered, 
that before any fubfcription could be made, a fic- 
titious flock of five hundred and feventy-four 
thoufand pounds had been difpofed of by the di- 
rectors, in order to facilitate the palling of the 
bill. Air. Aiflabie, chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
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■who had fhared largely in that ftock, was expelled 
the houfe of commons, and committed to the 
Tower, for having promoted the deftru&ive exe- 
cution of “ the South Sea fcheme, with a view 
to his own exorbitant profit; and having com- 
bined with the direftors in their pernicious prac- 
tices, to the ruin of public credit.” Mr. Secretary 
Craggs and his father, alfo great delinquents, 
died before they underwent the cenfure of the 
houfe; but the commons refolved, neverthelefs, 
that Mr. Craggs, fenior, was “ a notorious ac- 
complice with Robert Knight, treafurer to the 
South Sea Company, and fome of the directors, 
in carrying on their fcandalous practices *, and, 
therefore, that all the eftate of which he was pof- 
fefied, at the .time of his death, fhould be ap- 
plied towards the relief of the unhappy fufferers 
by the South Sea fcheme.” The eftates of the di- 
rectors were alfo confifcated by a£t of parliament, 
and directed to be applied to the fame purpofe, 
after a certain allowance was deducted for each 
director, according to his conduCt and circum- 
ftances. 

The commons, having thus punilhed the chief 
promoters of this iniquitous fcheme, by (tripping 
them of their ill-got wealth, proceeded to repair, 
as far as poflible, the mifchiefs it had occafioned. 
They accordingly prepared a bill for that purpofe. On the enquiries relative to the framing of this 
bill, it appeared, “ That the whole capital ftock 
of the South Sea Company, at the end of the year 
1720, amounted to thirty-feven millions eight 
hundred thoufand pounds ; that the ftock allotted 
to all the proprietors did not exceed twenty-four 

millions 
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millions five hundred thoufand pounds, that the 
remaining capital ftock belonged to the company 
in their corporate capacity, being the profit arifing 
from the execution of the fraudulent ftock-jobbing 
fcheme. Out of this, it was enacted, that feven 
millions fhould be paid to the public fufferers. 
It was likewife enadted, that feveral additions fhould 
be made to the ftock of the proprietors, out of 
that ptflefled by the company in their own right; 
and that, after fuch diftributions, the remaining 
capital ftock fhould be divided among the propri- 
etors.” By thefe wife and equitable regulations, 
public credit was reftored, and the ferment of 
the nation gradually lubfided. 

CHAP. LXXXI. 
OF GEORGE THE SECOND, AND HIS MINIS- 
TER SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. A. D. I’]!’]* 

Upon the death of George I. his fon George 
II. afcended the throne; of inferior abilities to 
the late king, and confequently ftill more ftrongly attached to his dominions on the continent. 

Sir Robert Walpole was confidered as firft mi- 
nifter of England when George I, died; and fome 
differences having happened between him and 
the prince of Wales, it was generally thought, 
upon the acceffion of the latter to the crown, that 
Sir Robert would be difplaced. That might have been 
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been the cafe could another perfon have been 
found equally capable, as he was, to manage the 
houfe of commons, and to gratify that predilec- 
tion for Hanover, which George II. inherited 
from his father. No minifter ever underftood 
better the temper of the people of England, and 
hone perhaps ever tried it more. He filled all 
places of power, truft, and profit, and almoft the 
houfe of commons itfelf, with his own creatures ; 
but peace was his darling object, becaufe he 
thought that war muft be fatal to his power. 
During his long adminiftration, he never loft a 
queftion that he was in earneft to carry. The ex- 
cife fcheme was the firft meafure that gave a fhock 
to his power; and even that he could have car- 
ried had he not been afraid of the fpirit of the 
people without doors, which might have either 
produced an infurredtion, or endangered his in- 
tereft in the next general eledlion. 

Walpole, however, was never known to at- 
tempt any perverfion of the known laws of the 
kingdom. He was fo far from checking the 
freedom of debate in parliament, that he bore 
with equanimity the moft fcurrilous abufe that 
was thrown out to his face. He concluded a 
mafterly fpeech in the houfe of commons, con- 
cerning patriotifm, with the following cxpref- 
fions. “ Gentlemen,” faid he, “ have talked a 
great deal of patriotifm ; a venerable virtue, when 
duly pradlifed 5 but I am forry to obferve, that of 
late it has been fo much hackneyed, that it is in 
danger of falling into difgrace. The very idea of 
true patriotifm is loft, and the term has been prof- 
tituted to the worft of purpofes. A patriot i why 

L patriots 
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patriots fpring up like mufhrooms. I could raife 
iifty of them within the four-and-twenty hours. 
I have raifed many of them in a night. It is but 
refufing to gratify an unreafonable or an infolent ■demand, and up Harts a patriot.” 

With regard to the • king’s own perfonal con- 
cern in public matters, Walpole was rather his 
minifter than his favourite; and his majefty often 
hinted to him, as Walpole himfelf has been heard 
to acknowledge, that he was refponhble for all 
the meafures of government. 

CHAP. JLXXXIL 
CHARACTER OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, BY 

LORD CHESTERFIELD. 

I MUCH queftion, whether an impartial cha- 
rafter of Sir Robert Walpole will or can be tranf- 
mitted to pofterity.; for he governed this kingdom 
fo long, that the various pailions of mankind min- 
gled, and in a manner incorporated themfelves, 
with every tiling that was laid or written concern- 
ing him. Never was man more flattered nor 
more ahufed; and his long power was probably the 
chief caufe of both. I was much acquainted with 
him, both in his public and his private life. I mean to do impartial juftice to his charafter* and 
therefore my picture of him will, perhaps, be 
more like him than it will be like any of the other 
piftures drawn of him. In 
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In private life he was good-natured, cheerful, 

focial! inelegant in his manners, loofe in his mo- 
rals. He had a coarfe, ftrong wit, which he was 
too free of for a man in his ftation, as it is always 
mconfiftent with dignity. He was very able as a 
minifter, but without a certain elevation of mind, 
neceflary for great good or great mifchief. Pro- 
fufe and appetent, his ambition was fubfervient to 
his defire of making a great fortune. He had 
more of the Mazarine than of the Richelieu. He 
would do mean things for profit, and neverthought 
of doing great ones for glory. 

He was both the beft parliament man, and the 
ableft manager of parliament, that I believe ever 
lived. An artful, rather than an eloquent fpeaker, 
he faw, as by intuition, the difpofition of the 
houfe, and prefied or receded accordingly. So 
clear in ftating the mofi: intricate matters, efpeci- 
ally in the finances, that, whilfi: he was fpeaking, 
the mofi: ignorant thought that they underftood 
what they really did not. Money, not preroga- 
tive, was the chief engine of his adminiftration ; 
and he employed it with fuccefs which in a man- 
ner difgraced humanity. He was not, it is true, 
the inventor of that ftiameful method of govern- 
ing, which had been gaining ground infenfibly 
ever fince Charles II. but with uncommon Ikill 
and unbounded profufion, he brought it to that 
perfection, which at this time difhonours and dif- 
trefles this country, and which (if not checked, 
and God knows how it can be now checked) 
muft ruin it. 

Besides this powerful engine of government, 
he had a moft extraordinary talent of perfuading 

L 2 and 
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and working men up to his purpofe. A hearty 
kind of franknefs, which fometimes feemed im- 
pudence, made people think that he let them into 
his fecrets, whilft the impolitenefs of his manners 
feemed to atteft his fmcerity. When he found 
any body proof againft pecuniary temptations, 
which, alas! was but feldom, he had recourfe to 
a ftill worfe art; for he laughed at and ridiculed 
all notions of public virtue, and the love of one’s 
country, calling them “ Flights of claflical learn- 
ing declaring himfelf at the fame time, “ No 
faint, no Spartan, no reformer.” 

He would frequently alk young fellows, at their 
firft appearance in the world, while their honeft 
hearts were yet untainted, “ Well, are you to 
be an old Roman ? a patriot ? You will foon come 
off that, and grow wifer.” And thus he was 
more dangerous to the morals than to the liberties 
of his country, to which I am perfuaded he meant 
no ill in his heart. 

He was the eafy and profufe dupe of women, 
and in fome inftances indecently fo. He was ex- 
ceffively open to flattery, even of the grofleft 
kind, and from the coarfeft bunglers of that vile 
profeffion ; which engaged him to'pafs moft of his 
leifure and jovial hours with people, whofe blafted 
characters reflected upon his own. He was loved 
by many, but refpeCted by none; his familiar and illiberal mirth and raillery leaving him no dignity. 
He was not vindictive, but on the contrary, very 
placable to thofe who had injured him the molt. 
His good-humour, good-nature, and beneficence, 
in the feveral relations of father, hufband, mafter, and 
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and friend, gained him the warmeft affe&ions of 
all within that circle. 

His name will not be recorded in hiftory among 
the “ bellmen,” or the “ bell minifters but 
much lefs ought it to be ranked among the worft. 

CHAP. LXXXIII. 
OF THE REBELLION WHICH BROKE OUT 

IN SCOTLAND, IN THE YEAR. 1745. 
On the fourteenth of July, 1745, the Pre- 
tender’s eldeft fon failed for Scotland in a fmail 
frigate, and landed there on the twenty-feventh of 
July. He foon obtained a conhderable force, and 
proceeding through feveral parts of Scotland, had 
his father proclaimed king, while he himlelf af- 
fumed the title of Prince-Regent. He took fe- 
veral places, and gained fome advantages over the 
king’s forces fent againll him; but at length the 
duke of Cumberland, at that time the favourite of 
the Englilh army, put himfelf at the head of the 
troops at Edinburgh, which confided of about 
fourteen thoufand men. lie refolved therefore to 
come to a battle as foon as poffible ; and marched, 
forward, while the young adventurer retired at 
his approach. The duke advanced to Aberdeen, 
where he was joined by the duke of Gordon, and 
fome other lords attached to his family and caufe. 
After haring;refrelhed his troops there for fome 

L 3 time,# 
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time, he renewed his march; and in twelve days 
came upon the banks of the deep and rapid river Spey. This was a place, where the rebels might 
have difputed his paffage; but they feemed now 
totally void of all counfel and fubordination, 
without conduft, and without expectation. The 
duke ftill proceeded in his purfuit; and, at length, 
had advice that the enemy had advanced from In- 
vernefs to the plain of Culloden, which was about 
nhie miles diftant, and there intended to gfre him 
battle. 

On this plain the Highlanders were drawn up 
in order of battle, to the number of eight thou- 
fand. men, in thirteen divifions, fupplied with 
fome pieces of artillery. The battle began about 
one o’clock in the afternoon. The cannon of the 
king’s army did dreadful execution among the 
enemy, while theirs, being but ill ferved, was in- 
effectual. One of the great errors in all the pre- 
tender’s warlike meafures, was his fubjeCting un- 
difciplined troops to the forms of artful war, and 
thus repreffing their native ferocity, from which 
alone he could hope for fuccefs. After they had 
flood the Englilh fire for fome time, they, at 
length, became impatient for clofer engagement; 
and about five hundred of them attacked the Eng- lifli left wing, with their accuftomed fiercenefs. 
The firft line being difordered by this onfet, two 
battalions advanced to fupport it, and galled the 
enemy by a terrible and dole difcharge. At the 
fame time the dragoons under Hawley, and the 
Argylelhire militia, pulling down a park wall that 
guarded the enemy’s flank, and wliich the rebels 
had left but feebly 4cfended, fell in among them, fword 
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{word in hand', with great (laughter. In le(s than 
thirty minutes they were totally routed, and the 
field covered with their wounded and (lain, to the 
number of above three thoufand men. 

Civil war is in itfelf terrible, but ftill more fo 
when heightened by cruelty. How guilty foever 
men may be, it is ever the bufinefs of a foldier to 
remember, that he is only to fight an enemy that 
oppofes him, and to (pare the fuppEcant. This 
victory was in every refpect complete; and huma- 
nity to the conquered would even have made it 
glorious. The conquerors often refufed mercy to 
wretches, who were d’efencelefs or wounded 
and foldiers were feen to anticipate the bafe em- 
ployment of the executioner. 

Thus funk all the hopes and ambition of the 
young adventurer. One (hort hour deprived him 
of imaginary thrones and feeptres, and reduced 
him from a nominal king to a diftreffed forlorn 
outcaft, (hunned by all mankind, except fuch as 
fought to take his life. To the good-natured, 
fubfequent diftrefs often atones for former guilt; 
and while reafon would reprefs humanity, yet our 
hearts plead in favour of the wretched. The duke, 
immediately after the decifive action at Culloden, 
ordered fix and thirty deferters to be executed. 
The conquerors fpread terror wherever they came ; 
and, after a (hort time, the whole country round 
was one feene of (laughter, defolation and plun- 
der. Juftice feemed forgotten, and vengeance af- 
fumed the name. 

In the mean time, the unhappy fugitive ad- 
venturer wandered from mountain to mountain, a 
wretched fpeftator of all thefe horrors, the refulfc 
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of his ill-guided ambition. He now underwent a limilarity of adventures with Charles II. after the 
defeat at Worcefter. He fometimes found refuge 
in caves and cottages without attendants, and ex- 
pofed to the mercy of peafants, who could pity 
but not fupport him. Sometimes he lay in forefts, 
with one or two companions of his diftrefs, con- 
tinually purfued by the troops of the conqueror, 
thirty thoufand pounds being offered for his head. 
Sheridan, an Irifh adventurer, was the perfon 
who kept moft faithfully by him, and infpired 
him with courage to fupport ftich incredible hard- 
fhips. He was obliged to truft his life to the fide- 
lity of above fifty individuals. One day, having 
walked from morning till night, preffed by hun- 
ger, and worn out with fatigue, he ventured to 
enter an houfe, the owner of which he well knew 
•was attached to the oppofite party. “ The fon of 
your king,” faid he, entering, “ comes to beg a 
bit of bread, and clothes. I know your prefent 
attachment to my adverfaries, but I believe you 
have fufficient honour not to abufe my confidence, 
or to take the advantage of my misfortunes. Take 
thefe rags, which have for fome time been my 
only covering, and keep them. You may, pro- 
bably, reftore them to me, one day, when feated 
on the throne of the kings of Great Britain.” His 
hoft was touched with his diftrefs, aflifted him 
as far as he was able, and never divulged his 
fecret. 

In this manner he wandered among the fright- 
ful wilds of Glengary, for near fix months, often 
hemmed round by his purfuers, but ftill finding 
fome expedient to fave him from captivity and death. 
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death. At length a privateer of St. Male, hired 
by his adherents, arrived in Lochnanach, in which 
he embarked for France, and fafcly landed on the 
coaft of Brittany. 

While the prince thus led a wandering and 
folitary life, the fcaffolds and the gibbets were 
bathed with the blood of his adherents. Seven- 
teen officers of the rebel army were executed on 
Kennington-Common, in the neighbourhood of 
London, whofe conftancy in death gained more 
profelytes to their caufe than perhaps their victories 
could have done. Nine were executed in the fame 
manner at Carlifle; fix at Brumpton; feven at 
Penrith; and eleven at York. A few obtained 
pardons ; and a confiderable number were tranf- 
ported to the plantations. The earls of Kilmar- 
nock and Cromartie, with the Lord Balmerino, 
were tried by their peers, and found guilty. Cro- 
martie was pardoned. The other two were be- 
headed on Tower-Hill. Kilmarnock, either from 
conviction, or from the hope of a pardon, owned 
his crime, and declared his repentance of it. On 
the other hand, Balmerino, who had from his 
youth been bred to arms, died in a more daring 
manner. When his • fellow-fuffierer, as com- 
manded, bid God blefs king George, .Balmeritio 
ftill held faft to his principles, and cried out, 
God blefs king James,- and fuffered with the 
utmoft intrepidity. Lord Lovat, and Mr. Rad- 
clifte, the titular earl of Derwentwater, fullered 
the fame fate with equal refolution. 

Thus ended a rebellion, di(Stated by youth and 
prefumption, and conduced without art or refo- 
lution. The family of Stuart found fortune be- 

L 5 come 
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come more adverfe, at every new folicitation of 
her favours. Let private men, who complain of 
the miferies of this life, only turn to the viciffi- 
tudes in that family, and learn to blefs God, and 
be happy. 

CHAP. LXXXIV. 
OF THE PUNISHMENT INFLICTED ON DAMIEN 

FOR ATTEMPTING TO ASSASSINATE THE 
FRENCH KING. 

W HILE- the Englifh miniftry, in compliance 
with the voice of the people, were bringing to punifhment admiral Byng, whom they confidered 
as the caufe of their greateft misfortunes, and 
with whom they hoped their misfortunes would 
expire, the French were enjoying the tortures of 
a maniac, who had attempted to kill their king, 
by ftabbing him with a penknife between the 
fourth and fifth ribs, as he was ftepping into his 
•coach. On this fanatical wretch, named Francis 
Damien, whofe gloomy mind had always bor- 
dered upon madnefs, and whofe underftanding 
was now evidently difordered by the difputes 
between the king and the parliament relative to 
religion, was pra&ifed, without effect, every re- 
finement in cruelty that human invention could 
fuggeft, in order to extort a confeffion of the 
reaibns that induced him to make an attempt upon 
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Upon the life of his fovereign. He maintained 
a fullen filence in the midft of the moft exqui- 
Cte torments, or exprefled his agony only in' 
frantic ravings. And his judges, tired out with 
his obftinacy, at laft thought proper to terminate 
his fufferings by a death {hocking to humanity; 
which, although the adt of a people who pride 
themfelves- in civility and refinement, might 
fill the hearts of favages with horror. He was 
conducted to the Greve, the common place of 
execution, amidft a vaft concourfe of the po- 
pulace ; ftripped naked, and faftened to the fcaf- 
fold by iron gyves. One of his hands was then 
burnt in liquid flaming, fulphur. His thighs, 
legs, and arms were torn with red-hot pincers: 
Boiling oil, melted lead, rofin, and fulphur, 
were poured into the wounds ; and, to complete 
the awful cataftrophe, tight ligatures being tied 
round his limbs, he was torn to pieces by young 
and vigorous horfes.. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. LXXXV. 
OF THE DEATH OF GEORGE THE SECOND. 
On the twenty-fifth day of October, 1760, 
George II. without any previous diforder, was 
found by his domeftic fervants expiring in his 
chamber. He had arifen at his ufual hour, and 
obferved to his attendants, that, as the weather 
was fine, he would walk out. In a few minutes 
after this, being left alone, he was heard to fall 
upon the floor. The noife of his fall brought 
his attendants into the room, who lifted him into 
bed, where he. defired, in a faint voice, that the 
princefs Amelia, might be fent for; but before 
her arrival he expired, in the 77th year of his 
age, and the 33d of his reign, in the midft of 
vittory; and at that very period, when the uni- 
verfal enthufiafm of conqueft began to fubfide 
into more fober reflections. If any monarch was 
happy in the peculiar mode and time of his death, 
it was he. The factions, which had been nurfing 
in his reign, had not yet come to maturity; and 
all their virulence threatened to fall upon his fuc- 
ceflbr. 

The memory of George II. is reprehenfible on 
no head, but his predilection for his electoral do- 
minions. He never could feparate an idea that 
there was any difference between them and his 
regal dominions -, and he was fometimes ill enough 
advifed to declare fo much in his fpeeches to par- 
liament. We are, however, to remember, that 
his people gratified him in this partiality, and 
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that he never a£ted by power or prerogative. He 
was juft rather than, generous •, and in matters of 
ceconomy, either in his ftate, or his houfhold, 
he was willing to connive at abufes, if they had 
the fandlion of law and cuftom. By this means, 
thofe mifmanagements about his court were mul- 
tiplied to an enormous degree, and even under- 
clerks in offices amalfed fortunes ten times greater 
than their legal falaries or perquifites could raife. 
He was not very acceffible to converfation, and 
therefore it was no wonder that, having left Ger- many after he had attained to man’s eftate, he ftill 
retained foreign notions both of men and things. 
In government he had no favourite; for he parted 
with Sir Robert Walpole’s adminiftration with 
great indifference, and Ihewed very little c ncern at the fubfequent revolutions among his fervants. 
This quality may be deemed a virtue, as it contri- 
buted greatly to the internal quiet of his reign, 
and prevented the people from loading the king 
with the faults of his minifters. 

In his perfonal difpofttion he was paffionate, 
but placable, fearlefs of danger, fond of military 
parade, and enjoyed the memory of campaigns 
in which he ferved when young. His affeftions, 
either public or private, were never known to in- 
terfere with the ordinary courfe of juftice; and 
though his reign was diftracted by party, the 
courts of juftice were never better filled than un- 
der him. This was a point in which all factions 
were agreed. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXVI. 
OF GEORGE THE THIRD, AND THE RESIGNA- TION OF MR. PITT. 

CxEORGE III. the eldeft fon of Frederick, 
prince of Wales, was born on the 4th of June 
1738, and proclaimed king of Great Britain on 
the 26th of Oftober 1760. He afcended the 
throne with great advantages. His being a native 
of England prejudiced the people in his favour.— 
He was in the bloom of youth, in his perfon tall 
and comely, and at the time of his acceffion, Great 
Britain was in the higheft degree of reputation and 
profperity. The firft atts of his reign feemed 
alfo calculated to convince the public, that the 
death of his predeceflbr Ihould not relax the ope- 
rations of the war. Accordingly, in 1761, the 
ifland of Belleille, on the coaft of France, furren- 
dered to his majefty’s fhips and forces under com- 
modore Keppel and general Hodgfon ; as did the 
important fortrefs of Pondicherry, in the Eaft 
Indies, to colonel Coote and admiral Stevens.— 
The operations againft the French Weft Indies 
ftill continued under general Monckton, lord 
Rollo, and Sir James Douglas ; and in 1762, the 
ifland of Martinico, hitherto deemed impregnable, 
with the iHands of Grenada, Grenadillas, St. Vin- 
cent, and others of lefs note, were fubdued by the 
Britifh arms with inconceivable rapidity. 

In the mean time, Mr. Pitt, who had conduc- 
ed the war againft France with fuch eminent abi- lity, 
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lity, and who had received the heft information 
of the hoftile intentions, and private intrigues of 
the court of Spain, propofed in council an imme- 
diate declaration of war againft that kingdom.— 
Giving full fcope to his patriotifm, he warmly ex- 
claimed, “ This is the time for humbling the whole 
houfe of Bourbon ! and if the glorious opportu- 
nity is let flip, we {hall in vain look for another. 
Their united power, if fufFered to gather ftrength, 
will baffle our moft vigorous efforts, and poffibly 
plunge us into the gulf of ruin. We muff not al- 
low them a moment to breathe. Self-preferva- 
tion bids us crufh them, before they can combine 
or recoiled! themfelves.” This popular minifter, 
however, was over-ruled in the council, all the 
members of which declared themfelves of a con- 
trary opinion, excepting his brother-in-law earl 
Temple. 

Mr. Pitt now found the decline of his influ- 
ence ; and it was fuppofed that the earl of Bute, 
who had a confiderable {hare in diredting the edu- 
cation of the king, had acquired an afcendancy in 
the royal favour. He, therefore, haughtily faid, 
“ That as he was called to the miniftry by the 
voice of the people, to whom he confidered him- 
felf as accountable for his conduct, he would no 
longer remain in a fituation, which made him re- 
fponflble for meafures he was no longer allowed to 
guide.” 

Mr. Pitt, conformable to his declared refo- 
lution, carried the feals of his office to the king; 
not without hopes, as is believed, that he would 
be defired to retain them. But his majefty re- 
ceived the feals from his minifter with eafe and 

dignity, 
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dignity, with a magnanimity equal to his own. 
He exprefied his regret for the lofs of fo able a 
fervant, at a time when abilities for public bufinefs 
were fo much required but he did not folicit 
him to refume his office. Little prepared for a 
behaviour fo firm, yet hill of condefcenfion, the 
haughty fecretary is faid to have burft into tears. 
This was the time for conciliation between the 
youthful fovereign and his greateft fubjedt, if the 
higheft ability to ferve the ftate can entitle a fub- 
jeft to that diftinction. But a fubjeft though a 
good one, may be too great. The king chofe, 
and perhaps wifely, to abide by the opinion 
of the majority of his council. He accept- 
ed Mr. Pitt’s refignation, fettled upon him a 
penfion of three thoufand pounds a-year for three 
lives, and conferred the title of baronefs on his 
lady, he himfelf declining the honour of nobility, 
but willing that it fhould defcend to his offspring. 

These advantages and honours had unquefti- 
onably been well deferved by his public fervices ; 
but his acceptance of them greatly leffened his po- 
pularity, and many arts were employed to produce 
this effect. A very confiderable degree of difcon- 
tent, notwithftanding, prevailed in the nation, 
on account of his removal from power : and it was 
certainly extremely natural, that the people fhould 
behold, with the utmoft regret, the removal of a 
minifter from the direction of public affairs, of 
whofe abilities and integrity they had the higheft 
opinion, and in the midft of a war, which he had 
conducted with fo much honour to himfelf and to 
his country, and in a manner that had excited the 
aftonilhment of Europe. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXVIL 
CHARACTER OF MR. PITT. 

The fecretary flood alone. Modern degene- 
racy had not reached him. Original and unac- commodating, the features of his character had 
the hardihood of antiquity. His auguft mind 
over-awed majefty itfelf. No ftate chicanery, no 
narrow fyflem of vicious politics, no idle conteft 
for miniflerial victories, funk him to the vulgar 
level of the great; but over-bearing, perfuafive, 
and impracticable, his object was England, his 
ambition was fame. Without dividing, he de- 
flroyed party; without corrupting, he made a 
venal age unanimous. France funk beneath him. 
With one hand he fmote the houfe of Bourbon, 
and wielded in the, other the democracy of Eng- 
land. The fight of his mind was infinite ; and 
his fchemes were to affedt, not England, not the 
prefent age only, but Europe and poflerity. Won- 
derful were the means by which thefe fchemes 
were accomplifhed ; always feafonable, always 
adequate, the fuggeftions of an underflanding 
animated by ardour, and enlightened by pro- 
phecy. 

The ordinary feelings which make life amiable 
and indolent were unknown to him. No domef- 
tic difficulties, no domeflic weaknefs reached him; 
but aloof from the fordid occurrences of life, and 
unfullied by its intercourfe, he came occafionally into our fyflem, to counfel and to decide. 

A CHARACTER 
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A character fo exalted, fo ftrenuous, fo vari- 

ous, fo authoritative, aftonifhed a corrupt age, 
and the treasury trembled at the name of Pitt 
through all her clafles of venality. Corruption 
imagined, indeed, that fhe had found defeats in 
this ftatefman, and talked much of the inconfifE- 
ency of his glory, and much of the ruin of his 
victories ; but the hiftory of his country, and 
the calamities of the enemy, anlwered and re- 
futed her. 

Nor were his political abilities his only talents. 
—His eloquence was an sera in the fenate, pecu- 
liar and fpontaneous, familiarly exprefling gigan- 
tic fentiments and inftin&ivewifdom ; not like the 
torrent of Demofthenes, or the fplendid confla- 
gration of Tully ; it refembled fometimes the 
thunder, and fometimes the mufic of the fpheres. 
He did not conduct the underftanding through the 
painful fubtilty of argumentation ; nor was he for 
ever on the rack of exertion; but rather lightened 
upon the fubjett, and reached the point by the 
flafhings of the mind, which like thofe of his eye,, 
were felt, but could not be followed. 

Upon the whole, there was in this man fome- thing that could create, fubvert, or reform ; an 
underftanding, a fpirit, and an eloquence, to 
fummon mankind to fociety, or to break the bonds 
of flavery afunder, and to rule the wildernefs of 
free minds with unbounded authority ; fomething 
that could eftablifh or overwhehn empire, and 
ftrike a blow in the world that fhould refound 
through, the univerfe. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXVIII. 

LORD CHESTERFIELD^ CHARACTER OF 
MR. PITT. 

Mr. PITT owed his rife to the moft confidera- ble pofts and power in this kingdom, fingly to his 
own abilities. In him they fupplied the want of 
birth and fortune, which latter in others too often 
fupply the want of the former. He was a younger 
brother of a very new family, and his fortune only 
an annuity of one hundred pounds a year. 

The army was his original deftination, and a 
cornetcy of horfe his fir ft and only commiffion in 
it. Thus unaffifted by favour or fortune, he had 
no powerful protestor to introduce him into bufi- 
nefs, and (if I may ufe that expreffion) to do the 
honour of his parts ; but their own ftrength was 
fully fufficient. His conft^tution refufed him the ufual pleafures, 
and his genius forbad him the idle dilfipatiofis of 
youth ; for fo early as at the age of fixteen, he was 
the martyr of an hereditary gout. He therefore employed the leifure which that tedious and pain- 
ful diftemper either procured or allowed him, 
in acquiring a great fund of premature and ufeful 
knowledge. Thus, by the unaccountable relation 
of caufes and effedts, what feemed the greateft mif- 
fortune of his Ufe was, perhaps, the principal 
caufe of its fplendor. 

His' 
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His private life was ftained by no vices, nor ful- 

lied by any meannefs. All his fentiments were 
liberal and elevated. His ruling paffion was an 
unbounded ambition, which, when fupported by 
great abihties, and crowned by great fuccefs, make 
what the world calls “ a great man.” He was 
haughty, imperious, impatient of contradiction, 
and overbearing; qualities which too often ac- 
company, but always clog great ones. 

He had manners and addrefs ; but one might 
difcern through them too great a confcioufnefs of 
his own fuperior talents. He was a moft agreea- 
ble and lively companion in focial life ; and had fuch a verfatility of wit, that he could adapt it to 
all forts of converfation. He had alfo a molt hap- 
py turn to poetry, but he feldom indulged, and 
feldbm avowed it. He came young into parliament, and upon that 
great theatre foon equalled theoldeft and the ablelt 
actors. His eloquence was of every kind, and 
he excelled in the argumentative as well as in the 
declamatory way. But his invectives were terri- 
ble, and uttered with fuch energy of dction, and. 
ftern dignity of action and countenance, that he 
intimidated thofe who were the molt willing and 
the belt able to encounter him.* Their arms fell 
out of their hands, and they Ihrunk under the af- cendant which his genius gained over theirs. 

In that alfembly, where the public good is fo 
much talked of, and private interelt fingly purfued, 
he fet out with aCting the patriot, and performed 
that part fo nobly, that he was adopted by the 

public 
Hume Campbell, and Lord Chief Juftice Mansfield. 



MODERN HISTORY. 237 
public as their chief, or rather only unfufpe&ed, 
champion. 

The weight of his popularity, and his univer- 
fally-acknowledged abilities, obtruded him upon 
King George II. to whom he was perfonally ob- 
noxious. He was made fecretary of ftate. In 
this difficult and delicate fituation, which one 
would have thought muft have reduced either the 
patriot or the minifter to a decifive option, he ma- 
naged with fuch ability, that while he ferved the 
king more effectually, in his moft unwarrantable 
electoral views, than any former minifter, how- 
ever unwilling, had dared to do, he ftill preferved 
all his credit and popularity with the public; whom 
he aflured and convinced, that the protection and 
defence of Hanover, with an army of feventy-five 
thoufand men in Britifh pay, was the only poffible 
method of fecuring our poffeffions or acquifitions 
in North America. So much eafier is it to de- 
ceive than to undeceive mankind. 

His own difintereftednefs, and even contempt 
of money, fmoothed his way to power, and pre- 
vented or filenced a great {hare of that envyvhich 
commonly attends it. Moft men think that they 
have an equal natural right to riches, and equal 
abilities to make the proper ufe of them ; but not 
very many of them have the impudence to think 
themfelves qualified for power. 

Upon the whole, he will make a great and fhin- 
ing figure in the anna'.s of this country, notwith- 
ftanding the blot which his acceptance of three 
thoufand pounds per annum penfion for three lives, 
on his voluntary refignation of the feals in the firft 
year of the prefent king, muff make in his cha- 

racter, 
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rafter, efpeclallyas to the difinterefted part of it. 
HoAvever, it muft be acknowledged that he had 
thofe qualities which none hut a great man can 
have, with a mixture of thofe failings which are 
the common lot of wretched and imperfeft human 
nature. 

CHAP. LXXXIX. 
MR. BURKE’S CHARACTER OF MR. PITT. 

LoRD CHATHAM is a great and celebrated 
name ; a name that keeps the name of this coun- 
try refpeftable in every other on the globe, ■ —   — “ Clarum et venerabile nomen “ Gentibus, et multum noftrse.quod proderat urbi.” 

The venerable age of this great man, his merited 
rank, his fuperior eloquence, his fplendid qualities, 
his eminent fervices, the vaft -rpace he fills in the 
eye of mankind, and, more than all the reft, his 
fall from power, which, like death canonizes and 
fanftifies a great charafter, will not fuffer me to 
cenfure any part of his conduft. I am afraid to 
flatter him ; I am fure I am not difpofed to blame 
him. . Let thofe who have betrayed him by their 
adulation, infult him with their malevolence. But 
what I do not prefume to cenfure, I may have 
leave to lament. 

For a wife man, he feemed to me to be go- 
verned too much by general maxims. One or two 
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twe of thefe maxims, flowing from an opinion 
not the moft indulgent to our unhappy fpecies, and. 
furely a little too general, led him into meafures 
that were greatly mifchievous to himfelf *, and for 
that reafon, among others, perhaps fatal to his 
country; meafures, the eft'ecfts of which I am 
afraid are for ever incurable: He made an adminif- 
tration fo checkered and fpeckled ; he put toge- 
ther a piece of joinery fo crofsly indented and 
whimfically dove-tailed ; a cabinet fo varioufly in- 
laid ; fuch a piece of diverfified mofaic, fuch a 
teflelated pavement without cement ; here a bit 
of black ftone, and there a bit of white : patriots 
and courtiers; king’s friends and republicans , 
whigs and tories ; treacherous friends and open 
enemies ; that it was indeed a very curious fhow, 
but utterly unfafeto touch, and unfure to ftandon. 
The colleagues whom he had aflbrted at the fame 
boards flared at each other, and were obliged to 
afk, “ Sir, your name, &c.” It fo happened,-that 
perfons had a Angle office divided between them, 
who had never fpoken to each other in their lives ; 
until they found themfelves, they knew not how, 
pigging together, heads and points, in the fame 
truckle-bed. 

In confequence of this arrangement, having put 
fo much the larger part of his enemies and oppo- 
fers into power, the confuflon was fuch, that his 
own principles could not poffibly have any effeft 
or influence in the condudt of affairs. If ever 
he fell into a flt of the gout, or if any other caufe 
withdrew him from public cares, principles di- 
re£tiy contrary were fure to predominate.  

When 
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When he had executed his plan, he had not 
an inch of ground to ftand upon. When he 
had accomplifhed his Icheme of adminiftrationf he was no longer a minifter. 

When his face was hid but for a moment, his 
whole fyftem was on a wide fea, without chart or 
compafs. The gentlemen, his particular friends, 
in various departments of miniftry, with a confi- 
dence in him which was juftified, even in its ex- 
travagance, by his fuperior abilities, had never in 
any inftance prefumed on any opinion of their 
own. Deprived of his guiding influence, they were 
whirled about, the fport of every guft, and eafily 
driven into any port. And as thofe who joined 
with them, in manning the veflel, were the moft 
diredlly oppofite to his opinions, meafures, and 
character, and far the moft artful and moft pow- 
erful of the fet, they eafily prevailed, fo as to 
feize upon the mofl: vacant, unoccupied, and de- 
relift minds of his friends, and inftantly they turn- 
ed the veflel wholly out of the courfe of his policy. 
As if it were to infult as well as to betray him, even 
long before the clofe of the firft feflionof hisadmi- 
niftration, when every thing was publicly tranf- 
afted, and with great parade, in his name, they 
made an aft, declaring it highly juft and expedi- 
ent to raile a revenue in America. For even then, 
even before the fplendid orb was entirely fet, and 
while the weftern horizon was in a blaze with his 
defcending glory, on the oppofite quarter of the 
heavens arofe another luminary (Charles Town- 
fhend), and for his hour became lord of the af- 
cendant, who was officially the re-producer of 
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the fatal fcheme, the unfortunate act to tax 
America for a revenue. 

CHAP. XC. 
PETER THE THIRD, EMPEROR OF RUSSIA-, IS 

DEPOSED, IMPRISONED, AND MURDERED. A. D. 
I762. 

Peter III. grand prince of Ruffia, and duke 
of Holftein, mounted the throne, poflefled of 
an enthufiaftic admiration of his Pruffian majefty’s 
virtues, to whom he gave peace, and whofe 
principles and practices he feems to have adopted, 
as the directories of his future reign. He might 
have furmounted the effects even of thofe peculi- 
arities, unpopular as they then were in Ruffia j 
but in his rage for innovation, he made more re- 
gulations in a few weeks, than a prudent prince 
would have hazarded in a long reign. Being of a 
raffi and irregular turn of mind, he in many in- 
ftances {hocked the prejudices of his people, even 
while he confulted their interefts. 

He difgufted both the foldiery and clergy, the 
two chief fupports of abfolute fway •, the former, 
by the manifeft preference which he gave to his 
Holftein guards, and to all officers of that coun- try; the latter, by his contempt of the Greek 
church, and certain innovations in regard to 

M images^ 
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images, which made them apprehend the intro- 
duction of Lutheranifm, in which he had been 
bred $ but more efpecially, by an attempt to mo- 
derate the revenues of ecclefiaftics, and his order 
that they fhould no longer be “ diftinguilhed by 
beards.” 

These were great caufes of d'rfcontent. But 
Peter’s moft dangerous misfortune arofe from a 
doxneftic feud, from the bofom of his own family. 
He had long flighted his confort, Catharine, of 
the houfe of Anhalt Zerbft, a woman of a maf- 
culine difpofition and ftrong underftanding, by 
whofe counfels he might have profited, and now 
openly lived with the countefs of Woronzoff, 
niece to the chancellor of that name. To this 
lady he feemed to be devoted with fo ftrong a 
paflion, that it was generally believed he had fome 
thoughts of throwing the emprefs into a convent, 
and raifing the countefs to the partnerlhip of his 
throne. 

The diflatisfied part of the nobility, clergy, 
and chief officers of the army, taking advantage 
of this domeftic difl’enfion, aflembled and formally 
depofed the czar in his abfence, and inverted Ca- 
tharine with the imperial enfigns. She marched 
at their head in quell: of her hufband, who was 
folacing himfelf with his miftrefs at one of his 
houfes of pleafure, and exprefied the utmoft fur- 
prize at being told the fceptre was departed from 
him. "When convinced of the fatal truth, he at- 
tempted to efcape to Holftein, but was feized and 
thrown into prifon, where he expired in a few 
days, of what is called an hemorrhoidal colic, to 
which he was laid ’to have been fubjeft. After what 
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■what had pafled, his death occafioned no fpecu- 
lation. It was, indeed, an event univerfally ex- 
pefted. Princes dethroned by their fubjects are 
feldom allowed to languifh long in the gloom of 
a dungeon. The jealoufy of the fucceffor, or 
the fears of fome principal confpirator, commonly 
cut fhort their moments of trouble. 

Catharine II. lince fo much celebrated for 
her liberal policy, began her reign with flattering 
prejudices. Though a foreigner herfelf, fhe 
wifely difmiffed all foreigners from her fervice and 
confidence. -*She fent away the Holftein guards, 
and chofe Ruffians in their ftead. She revived 
their ancient uniform, which had been abolifhed 
by Peter III. and frequently condefcended to ap- 
pear in it. She reftored to the clergy their reve- 
nues ; and, what was of no lefs importance, the 
privilege of wearing beards! She conferred -all the 
great offices of ftate on native Ruffians, and 
threw herfelf entirely on the affeftions of that 
people, to whom £he owed her elevation. 

H 2 CHAP. 
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C H A P. XCI. 
THE HISTORY OF THE LATE UNFORTUNATE 

MATILDA, QUEEN OF DENMARK. 

CHRISTIAN VII. the prefent king of Den- 
mark married his Britannic majefty’s youngeit 
lifter, the princefs -Carohna-Matilda. But this 
alliance, though it wore at firft a very promifing 
appearance, yet had in the event a ♦ery unfortu- 
nate termination. This is partly attributed to the 
intrigues of the queen-dowager, mother-in-law 
to the prefent king, who has a fbn named Fre- 
deric, and whom flic is xeprefented as defirous of 
railing to the throne. She poflelTes a great de- 
gree of diffimulation and low cunning •, and when 
the princefs Carolina-Matilda came to Copen- 
hagen, Ihe received her with all the appearance 
of friendlhip and aftettion, acquainting her with 
all the king’s faults, and at the fame time telling 
her, that Ihe would take every opportunity, as a 
mother, to aftift her in reclaiming him. By this 
conduct Ihe became the depofitary of all the 
young queen’s fecrets, whilft at the lame time 
Ihe placed people about the king, to keep him conftantly engaged in all kinds of riot and difll- 
pation, to which £he knew he was naturally too 
much inclined; and at length it was fo ordered, 
that a miftrefs was thrown in the king’s way, 
whom he was perfuaded to keep in his palace. 

When the king was upon his travels, the 
queen-dowager ufed frequently to vilit the young queen 
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queen Matilda; and, under the made of friend- 
fhip and affeftion, told her often of the irregu- 
larities and excefles, which the king had fallen 
into, in Holland, England, and France, and 
often perfuaded her not to live with him. But as 
foon as the king returned, the queen reproach- 
ing him with his conduct, though in a gentle 
manner, his mother-in-law immediately took his 
part, and endeavoured to perfuade the king to 
give no ear to her councils, as it was prefuming in a queen of Denmark to direct the king. 

Queen Matilda now began to difeover the de~ 
figns of the queen-dowager, and afterwards lived 
upon very good terms with the king, who for a 
time was much reclaimed. The young queen, 
alfo, now allumed to herfelf the part which the 
queen-dowager had been complimented with, in 
the management of public affairs. This ftung 
the old queen to the quick; and her thoughts 
were now entirely occupied with fchemes of re- 
venge. But her views of this kind at firft ap- 
peared the more difficult to carry into execution, 
becaufe the king had difplaced feveral of her 
friends who were about the court, who had been 
increafing the national debt, in the time of the 
moft profound peace, and who were rioting in 
the fpoils of the public. However, fhe at length found means to gratify her revenge in a very am- 
ple manner. 

About the end of the year 1770, it was ob- ferved that Brandt and Struenfee were particularly 
regarded by the king; the former as a favourite, 
and the latter as a minifter, and that they paid 
great court to queen Matilda, and were fupported 

M 3 by 
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by her. This opened a new fcene of intrigue at 
Copenhagen. All the difcarded placemen paid 
their court to the queen-dowager, and the became 
the head and patronefs of the party. Old count 
Moltke, an artful difplaced ftatefman, and others, 
who were well verfed in intrigues of this nature, 
perceiving that they had unexperienced young 
perfons to contend with, who, though they 
might mean well, had not fufficient knowledge 
and capacity to conduct the public affairs, very 
foon predicted their ruin. 

Stru.ensee and Brandt wanted to make a re- 
form in the adminiftration of public affairs at 
once, which fliould have been the work of time j 
and thereby made a great number of enemies, 
among thole whofe intereft it was, that things 
ihould continue upon the fame footing that they 
had been for fome time before. 

After this, queen Matilda was delivered of a 
daughter, and as foon as the queen-dowager faw 
her, fhe immediately turned her back, and, with 
a malicious fmile, declared that the child had all 
the features of Struenfee ; which was corroborated 
by the queen’s having been often feen to fpeak with this minifter in public. 

A great variety of falfe reports were now 
propagated by the queen-dowager and her friends 
againft the reigning queen; and another report 
was alio induftrioully fpread, that the governing 
party had formed a defign to fuperfede the king, 
as being incapable of governing; that the queen 
was to be declared regent during the minority of 
her fon ; and that Struenfee was to be her prime 
minifter. Whatever Struenfee did to reform the abufes. 
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abufes of the late miniftry, was- reprefented to the 
people as fo many attacks upon, and attempts to 
deftroy the government of the kingdom. By 
fuch means the people began to be greatly incenfed 
againft this minifter: and as he alfo wanted to 
make a reform in the tailicary, he gave great of- 
fence to the troops, at the head of which were 
fome of the creatures of the queen-dowager,, 
who took every opportunity to make their infe- 
rior officers believe, that it-was the defign of Strn- 
enfeeto change the whole fyftem of government. 
It muft, indeed, be admitted, that this minifter 
feems? in many rci'pccls, -to have adted very un- 
precedentedly, and to have, been top much under 
the guidance of his paffions. His principles alfo 
appear to have been of the libertine kind. Many councils were held between the queen- 
dowager and her friends, upon the proper mea- 
fures to be adopted for effectuating their defigns ; 
and it was at length refolved, to furprize the king 
in the middle of the night,, and force, him im- mediately to fign an order, which was tp be. pre- 
pared in readinefs, for committing; the perfons be- 
fore mentioned to feparate prifons; to accufe 
them of high-treafori in general, and in particular of a defign. to poifon, or dethrone the king ; and 
if that could not be properly fupported by torture 
or otherwife, to procure witneftes to confirm the 
report of a criminal commerce between the queen 
and Struenfee. 

This was an undertaking of fo hazardous a na- 
ture, that the wary count Moltke, and moft of 
the queen-dowager’s friends, who had any thing 
to lofe,. drew back, endeavouring to animate 

M 4 others. 
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others, but excufing themfelves from taking any 
open and active part in this affair. However, the 
queen-dowager at laft procured a fufficient number 
of active inftruments, for the execution of her 
defigns. 

On the fixteenth of January, 1772, a mafked 
ball was given at the court of Denmark. The 
king had danced at this ball, and afterwards played 
at quadrille with general Gahler, his lady, and 
counfellor Struenfee, brother to the count. The 
queen, after dancing, as ufual, one country dance 
with the king, gave her hand to count Struenfee, 
during the remainder of the evening. She retired 
about two in the morning, and was followed by 
him and count Brandt. About four the fame 
morning, prince Frederic, who had alfo been at 
the ball, got up, and dreffed himfelf, and went 
with the queen-dowager to the king’s bed-cham- 
ber, accompanied by general Eichftedt, and count 
Rantzau. They ordered his majefty’s valet-de- 
chambre to awake him, and in the midft of the 
furprize and alarm that this unexpected intrufion 
excited, they informed him, that queen Matilda 
and the two Struenfees were, at that inftant, bufy 
in drawing up an aft of renunciation of the crown, 
which they would immediately after compel him 
to fign ; and that the only means he could ufe to prevent fo imminent a danger, was to fign thofe 
orders without lofs of time, which they had 
brought with them, for arrefting the queen and 
her accomplices. It is faid, that the king was 
not eafily prevailed upon to fign thefe orders; 
but he at length complied, though with reluftance 
and hefitation. Count 
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Count Rantzau, and three officers, were dis- 

patched at that untimely hour to the queen’s 
apartments, and immediately arrefted her. She 
was put into one of the king’s coaches, in which 
fhe was conveyed to the caftle of Cronenburg, to- 
gether with the infant princefs, attended by lady 
Moftyn, and efcorted by a party of dragoons. 
In the mean time, Struenfee and Brandt were 
alfo Seized' in their beds, and: imprifoned in the 
citadel. Struenfee’s brother, fome of his ad- 
herents, and moft of the members of the late 
adminiftration, were Seized the fame night, to 
the number of about eighteen, and thrown into 
confinement. 

The government, after this, feemed to be 
lodged in the queen-dowager and her fon, Sup- 
ported and affifted by thofe who had the prin- 
cipal (hare in the revolution ; while the king ap- 
peared to be little more than a pageant, whofe' 
perfon and name it was neceflary occafionally to 
make ufe of. 

All the officers, who had a hand in the revo- 
lution, were immediately promoted, and an al- 
moft total change took place, in all the depart- 
ments of adminiilration. A new council was ap- 
pointed, in which prince Frederic prefided, and 
a commiffion of eight members, to examine the 
papers of the prifoners, and to commence a pro- 
cefs againfl: them. 

The fon of queen Matilda, the prince Royal, 
who was entered into the fifth year of his age, was put under the care of a lady of quality, who 
was appointed governefs, under the luperin- 
tendency of the queen-dowager. 

M 5 Struensee 
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Struensee and Brandt were put in irons, and 

very rigoroufly treated in prifon. They both un- 
derwent long and frequent examinations, and at 
length received fentence of death. They were 
beheaded on the twenty-eighth of April 1772, hav- 
ing their right hand previoufly cut off; but many 
of their friends and adherents were afterwards fet 
at liberty. 

Struensee, at firft had abfolutely denied hav- 
ing any criminal intercourfe with the queen. This, 
however, he afterwards confefled •, though he is 
faid to have been induced to do it, only by the 
fear of torture. No meafures were adopted by 
the court of Great Britain to clear up the queen’s character in this refpeft. But in May, his Britan- 
nic majefty fent a fmall fquadron of ihips to convoy 
that princefs to Germany, and appointed the city 
of Zell, in his electoral dominions, for the place 
of her future relidence. She died there, of a ma- lignant fever, on the tenth of May, 1775, aged 
23 years and 10 months. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XCH. 

9F THE CAUSE AND COMMENCEMENT OF THE AMERICAN WAR. 
DURING the adminiftration of Mr. Gren- ville, in 1765, bills pafled for laying a ftamp duty 
on the Britilh colonies in America, which firft 
laid the foundation of thofe quarrels between the 
colonies and the mother country, which ended in 
a total feparation. This meafure was no fooner known in America, than infiirreftions commenc- 
ed there, and great murmurings at home. In con- 
fequence of which the miniftry retired, and the 
aft was repealed. After the repeal of the ftamp-aft, which was 
received with great joy in America, all things be- 
came quite there. New duties, however, were 
foon after laid on paper, glafs, tea, and other ar- 
ticles. But as a general combination feemed to 
be forming among the Americans, not to take any 
of thofe commodities from the mother country, 
all thele afts were alfo repealed, except the duties 
on tea. 

In order to induce the Eaft-India company to 
become inftrumental in enforcing the tea-duty in 
America, an aft was pafled, by which they were 
enabled to export their teas, duty-freb, to all 
places whatfoever. Several fhips were accordingly 
freighted with teas for the different colonies by the 
company, which alfo appointed agents there, for 
the difpofal of that commodity. This was confi- 
dered by the Americans, as a fcheme calculated 

merely 
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merely to circumvent them into a compliance with 
the revenue law, and thereby pave the way to an unlimited taxation. For it was ealily compre- 
hended, that if the tea was once landed, and in 
the cuftody of the conlignees, no aflbciations, nor 
other meafures, would be fufficient to prevent its 
fale and confumption. And, it was not to be 
fuppofed, they faid, that when taxation was efta- 
b'ifhed in one inftance, it would reftrain itfelf in 
others. 

These ideas being generally prevalent in Ame- 
rica, it was refolved by the colonifts to prevent the 
landing of the tea-cargoes amongft them, at what- 
ever hazard. Accordingly, three fhips laden with 
tea having arrived in the port of Bofton, in De- 
cember 1773, a number of armed men, under the 

- difguife of Mohawk Indians, boarded thefe fhips, 
and in a few hours difcharged their whole cargoes 
of tea into the fea, without doing any other da- 
mage, or offering any injury to the captains or 
crews. Some fmaller quantities of tea met after- 
wards with a fimilar fate at Bofton, and a few 
other places ; but in general, the commiflioners 
for the fale of that commodity were obliged to re- 
linquifh their employments, and the mafters of 
the tea-veffels, from an apprehenfion of danger, 
returned again to England with their cargoes.— 
At New York, indeed, the tea was landed under 
the cannon of a man of war. But the perfons in 
the fervice of government there were obliged to 
cenfent to its being locked up from ufe. 

These proceedings in America excited fo much 
indignation in the government of England, that 
on the thirty-firft of March, I774> an act was 
palfed for removing the cuftom-houfe officers from the 
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the town of Bofton, and ftiutting up the port.— Another a£t was foon after pafled, for altering the 
conftitution of Mafiachufet’s Bay ar.d Quebec, fo 
that the magiftrates might be appointed by the 
king of England. 

In this fituation of affairs, the Americans entered 
into agreement, not to trade with Great Britain, 
till thefe a£ts were repealed. At the fame time the 
delegates, appointed from the Englifh colonies, 
avowed their loyalty to his majefty, but fupplicated 
him to order a change of meafures.—This peti- 
tion of the congrefs was rejected, as well as an 
application of their agents to be heard as the bar 
of the Houfe of Commons. 

THEearlof Chatham, who had been longinanin- 
firm ftate of health, appeared in the Houfe of Lords, 
and expreffed, in the ftrongeft terms, his difappro- 
bation of the whole fyftem of American meafures. 
He alfo made a motion, for immediately recalling 
the troops from Bofton. He reprefented this as a 
meafure, which fhould be immediately adopted ; 
urging, that an hour then loft, in allaying the fer- 
ment in America, might produce years of cala- mity. He alleged, that the prefent fituation of 
the troops rendered them and the Americans con- 
tinually liable to events, which would cut off the 
poffibility of a reconciliation ; but that this con- 
ciliatory meafure would be well timed ; and as a 
mark of affection and good-will on our fide, would 
remove all jealoufy and apprehenfion on the other, 
and inftantaneoufly produce the happieft effetts to 
both. His Lordfhip’s motion was rejected by a 
large majority, as w as alfo a bill which he brought 
in foon after for fettling the American troubles. 

The 
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The Americans, finding themfelves thus treat- 

ed, began to train their militia with great induf- 
try. They erected powder-mills in Philadelphia 
and Virginia, and began to prepare arms in all the 
provinces ; nor were thefe preparations fruitlefs, 
as will evidently appear from what followed. 

On the nineteenth of April, 1775, general Gage 
detached a party, to feize fome military ftores at 
Concord, in New England. Several fkirmifhes 
enfued, many were killed on both fides, and the 
troops would probably have been all cut off, if a 
frefh body had not arrived to their relief. Arms 
were now taken up in every quarter, and they 
affumed the title of the United Colonies of America. 
Their firft refolutions were for raifing an army, 
for eftablifhing an extenfive paper currency, and 
for flopping all exportations to thofe places, which 
ftill retained their obedience. About 240 provin- 
cials next took the garrifon of Ticonderago and 
Crown-point, without any lofs of men ; and here 
they found plenty of military ftores. Great Bri- 
tain increafed her army, and fent over the gene- 
rals Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton. 

These inimical proceedings did not terrify the 
congrefs, who encouraged the people of Maffa- 
chufet’s-bay to refume their chartered rights, or- 
dered the blockade of Bofton to be continued, 
and, that they might fecure Charles-town, in one 
night they raifed very confiderable works on Bun- 
ker’s-hill. As foon as they were difcovered in the 
morning, a heavy fire enfued from the fhips, from 
the floating batteries, and from Cop’s-hill in 
Bofton. The Americans bore this fevere fire 
with great firmnefs, and appeared to go on with 
their bufinefs, as if no enemy had been near, nor 
any danger in the fervice. About noon, General 
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Gage caufed a confiderable body of troops to be embarked, under the command of Major-general 
Howe, and Brigadier-general Pigot, to drive the 
provincials from their works. This detachment, 
together with a reinforcement which it afterwards 
received, amounted in the whole to more than 
two thoufand men. The attack was begun by a 
moft fevere fire of cannon and howitzers, under 
which the troops advanced very fiowly towards 
the enemy, and halted feveral times, to afford an 
opportunity to the artillery to ruin the works, 
and to put the Americans into confufion. The 
latter, however, threw fome men into the houfes 
of Charles-town, which covered their right flank; 
by which means general Pigot, who commanded 
the left wing of the king’s troops, was at once 
engaged with the lines, and with thofe in the 
houfes. He attacked the Americans with great 
ardour, who, on their part, fuftained a fevere and 
continual fire of fmall arms and artillery, with re- 
markable firmnefs and refolution. They did not 
return a (hot until the king’s forces had approach- 
ed almoft to the works, when a moft dreadful fire 
took place, by which great numbers of the Britifh 
troops fell, and many of their officers. They 
were thereupon thrown into diforder ; but being 
rallied, and again brought to the charge, they 
attacked the works of the Americans with fixed 
bayonets, and irrefiftible fury, and forced them 
in every quarter. Many of the provincials were 
deftitute of bayonets, and their ammunition is faid 
to have been expended j however, a number of 
them fought defperately within the works, from 
which they were not driven without great diffi- 
culty ; and they at length retreated flowly over 

Charles- 
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Charles-town neck. Charles-town itfelf, during 
the action, was fet on fire in feveral places, and 
burnt to the ground. This was the firft fettle- 
ment made in the colony, and was confidered as 
the mother of Bofton ; that town owing its birth 
and nurture to emigrants from the former, 
Charles-town was a large, handfome, and well 
built town, both in refpeft to its public and private 
edifices. It contained about 400 houfes, and had 
a great trade. The lofs of the king’s troops, in 
the action at Bunker’s-hill, amounted to 226 
killed, and more than 800 wounded, including 
many officers. 

CHAP. XCIII. 
OF THE RIOTS IN LONDON. A. D. 1780. 

The middle of this year was diftinguifhed by 
one of the moft difgraceful exhibitions of religi- 
ous bigotry that had ever appeared in this coun- 
try ; efpecially if it be confidered, as happening in 
an age, in which the principles of toleration were 
well underftood, and very prevalent. An a£t of 
parliament had been lately pafied “ for relieving 
his majefty’s fubjedls, profeffing the Romifh reli- 
gion, from certain penalties and difabilities, im- 
pofed upon them in the eleventh and twelfth years 
of the reign of king William III.” This aft was 
generally approved by men of fenfe, and of liberal 
fentiments, by whom the laws againft Papifts were 
juftly deemed too fevere. The aft at firft feemed 
to give little offence to perfons of any clafs in England} 
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England ; but in Scotland it excited much indig- 
nation, though it did not extend to that kingdom. 
Refolutions were formed to oppofe any law for 
granting indulgencies to Papifts in Scotland ; and 
a Romifh chapel was burnt, and the houfes of 
feveral people demolifhed, in the city of Edin- 
burgh. 

The contagion of bigotry at length reached 
England. A number of perfons aflembled them- 
felves together, with a view of promoting a peti- 
tion to parliament, for a repeal of the late aft in 
favour of the Papifts, and they aflumed the title 
of the Proteftant Afibciation. They were chiefly 
Methodifts, and bigotted Calvinifts, in the lower 
ranks of life *, many of them well-intentioned 
perfons, and having a juft diflike to Popery, but 
not fufficiently enlightened to confider, that a 
fpirit of perfecution was one of the worft charac- 
teriftics of that fyftem of fuperftition, and that 
this was, at leaft, as odious in Proteftants as in 
Papifts. 

They continued to hold frequent meetings.— 
Lord George Gordon became their prefident, and 
they increafed in numbers. At a time when the 
nation was furrounded with real dangers, the 
heads of thefe weak men were filled with nothing 
but the fear of Popery; and they even feemed to 
fancy that they were contending for religious li- 
berty, when they were labouring to excite the 
legiflature to prevent fome of their fellow-fubjefts 
from worfhipping God according to the diftates 
of their confciences. 

The Proteftant Aflbciation having at length 
agreed to a petition, which was faid to have been 

fubfcribed 
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fubfcribed by more than one hundred thousand 
perfons, the utmoft induftry having been ufed to 
procure names to it; it was refolved, in order to 
give the more weight to their petition, that it 
fliould be attended by great numbers of the peti- 
tioners in perfon ; and a public advertifement was 
ifTued for that purpofe, figned by Lord George 
Gordon. Accordingly, at leaft fifty thoufand 
perfons are fuppofed to have aflembled with this 
view, on Friday the fecond of June, in St. 
George’s fields, from whence they proceeded, 
with blue cockades in their hats, with much order 
and regularity, to the Houfe of Commons, where 
their petition was prefented by their prefident.— 
In the courfe of the day, feveral members of both 
houfes of parliament were grofsly infulted and ill- 
treated by the populace ; and a mob afiembled 
the fame evening, by which the Sardinian chapel 
in Lincoln’s-inn fields, and another Romifli cha*- 
pel in Warwick-ftreet, Golden-fquare, were en- 
tirely demolifhed. A party of the guards was 
then fent for, to put a flop to the farther progrefs 
of thele violences, and thirteen of the rioters were 
taken, five of whom were afterwards committed 
to Newgate, efcorted by the military. On the 
Sunday following, another mob afiembled, and 
deftroyed a Popiih chapel in Ropemaker’s-alley, 
Moorfields. On the Monday they demolifhed a 
fchool-houfe, and three dwelling-houfes, in the 
fame place, belonging to the Romifh priefts, with 
a valuable library of books. They alfo deftroyed 
all the houfhold furniture of Sir George Saville, 
one of the moft refpectable men in the kingdom, becaufe 
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becaufe he had brought in the bill in favour of the 
Papifts. 

On Tuefday great numbers again aflembled 
about the parliament houfe, and behaved fo tu- 
multuoufly, that both houfes thought proper to 
adjourn. In the evening, a moft daring and vio- 
lent attempt was made to force open the gates of 
Newgate, in order to releafe the rioters who were 
confined there ; and the keeper having refufed to 
deliver them, his houfe was fet on fire, the prifon 
was foon in flames, and great part of it confumed, 
though a new ftone edifice of uncommon ftrength; 
and more than three hundred prifoners made their 
efcape, many of whom joined the mob. 

Before this, a committee of the Proteftant Af- 
fociation had circulated hand-bills, requefting all 
true Proteftants to fhow their attachment to their 
befl: intereft, by a legal and peaceable deportment. 
But this produced little eflett. Violence, tumult, 
and devaftation ftill continued. The Proteftant 
Aflbciation, as they thought proper to ftyle them- 
felves, had been chiefly a&uated by ignorance and 
bigotry. But their new confederates were ani- 
mated by the love of mifchief, and the hope of 
plunder. Two other prifons, the houfes of lord 
Mansfield and Sir John Fielding, and feveral other 
private houfes, were deftroyed the fame evening. 
The following day, the King’s-Bench prifon, the 
New-Bridewell in St George’s Fields, fome Po- 
pifh chapels, feveral private houfes of Papifts, and 
other buildings were deftroyed by the rioters.— 
Some were pulled down, and others fet on fire; and every part of the metropolis exhibited violence 
and diforder, tumults and conflagrations. 

During 
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During thefe extraordinary fcenes, there was a 

fhameful inactivity in the lord-mayor of London, 
and in moft of the other magiftrates of the metro- 
polis, and its neighbourhood ; and even the mi- 
niftry appeared to be panic-ftruck, and to be 
only attentive to the prefervation of their own 
houfes, and of the royal palace. Some of the 
common people engaged in thefe riots, with the 
more readinefs, on account of the unpopularity of 
the miniftry; nor could fo much violence and 
diforder have happened under any adminiftration, 
which had been generally refpeCled. Even fome 
perfons in better circumftances, who totally dis- 
approved of the bigotry of the Proteftant Aifocia- 
tion, were yet induced at firft to oppofe the rioters 
with lefs vigour, from entertaining ideas, that 
thefe tumults might poffibly infpire terror into the 
adminiftration, and occafton a change of meafures. 
The event, however, was direClly the reverfe.— 
The fears of the miniftry were only temporary ; 
and the riots, and their confequences, greatly 
contributed, in faCt, to ftrengthen the hands of 
government. 

The magiftrates, at the beginning of the riots, 
declined giving any orders to the military to fire upon the infurgents ; but at length, as all proper- 
ty began to be infecure, men of all clafles began to 
fee the neceflity of a vigorous oppofition to the 
rioters. Large bodies of troops were brought to 
the metropolis ; and an order was ifliied, by the 
authority of the king in council, “ for the mili- 
tary to aCt, without waiting for directions from 
the civil magiftrates, and to ufe force for difper- fing the illegal and tumultuous aflemblies of the people.” 
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peopled” The troops exerted themfelves with 
diligence, in the foppreffion of thefe alarming 
tumults ; great numbers of the rioters were kill- 
ed.; many were apprehended, who were after- 
wards tried and executed for felony ; and the 
metropolis was at length reftored to order and 
tranquillity. 

It is pretended, that no member of the Pro- 
teftant AlTociation was executed, or tried, for any 
lhare of thefe riots. What truth there may be in 
•that aflertion, we cannot determine. The fad! 
can only be afcertained, by comparing the names 
of the perfons tried or convifted, with the nume- rous names on the petition, to which few perfons 
have had accefs ; and there can be no doubt, but 
that many who were engaged in the riots, were 
neither convifted nor tried. 

At all events, it was manifeftly the bigotry of 
the Proteftant AlTociation, to which thefe riots 
owed their origin. The manner in which tl\efe 
tumults were fupprefied, by the operations of the 
military, without any authority from the civil ma- 
giftrate, however neceflary from the peculiar cir- 
cumftances of the cafe, was thought to be a very 
dangerous precedent ; and it was the opinion of 
many, that an aft of indemnity ought to have 
been pafled, not only with regard to inferior per- 
fons, who had afted in the fuppreflion of thefe 
riots, but alfo with refpeft to the miniftry them- 
felves, for the part they had taken in this tranf- 
aftion, in order to prevent its being eftablilhed 
as a precedent. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XCIV. 
THE INDEPENDENCE OF AMERICA IS AC- 

KNOWLEDGED BY THE ENGLISH HOUSE 
OF COMMONS. A. D. 1782. 

After the furrender of earl Cornwallis, our 
affairs in America feemed defperate, and every 
one feemed defirous of bringing the war to a con- 
clufion, except thofe who were generally thought 
to be the caufe of it. Sir James Lowther, now 
Lord Lonfdale, therefore moved in the Houfe of 
Commons, that all further attempts to reduce the 
Americans by force, would be injurious to the 
true intereft of Great Britain. After a long and 
vigorous debate, the motion was rejected. The 
mode of exchanging prifoners was next canvaffed ; 
and Mr. Lawrens was ordered to be releafed 
from the Tower. 

A motion was next made for addreffing his 
majefty to put a ftop to the American war ; and 
the motion was loft by one vote only. A fecond motion was then made, and agreed to. Addrefles 
were prefented to the king, a complete change in 
adminiftration followed, the negociations for a 
general peace commenced, and the independency 
of America was allowed. 

In 1783, the proviftonal articles between Eng- 
land and America were made public. By thefe 
it appeared, that his Britannic majefty acknow- 
ledged the independence of the United States 
of New-Hamplhire, Maffachufet’s-Bay, Rhode- Ifland 
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I (land and Providence-Plantations, Connecticut, 
New-York, New-Jerfey, Penfylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia. 
He alfo relinquifhed all claims to the govern- 
ment of them, and confented to treat with 
them as free and independent ftates. Their 
boundaries were alfo fettled, and they were al- 
lowed the liberty of fifhing, and drying fifh, as 
ufual. It was agreed, that the creditors on both 
fides, fhould meet with no impediment in the 
profecution of their claims. The reftoration of confifcated property was alfo recommended, and 
all prifoners were to be fet at liberty. The Eng- 
lifh troops were to be immediately withdrawn 
from America, and a firm and perpetual peace 
was concluded between the contracting parties. 
In thefe articles, no provifion was made for 
the American loyalifts. The line of boundary 
was blamed as inaccurate, and the liberty of 
fifhing was condemned, as an inftance of extra- 
vagant liberality. 

The definitive treaty was next figned. In our 
treaty with the French, after fettling the fifhe- 
ries, the iflands of St. Pierre, St. Lucia, To- 
bago, and Goree, were furrendered to France, 
with the river Senegal, and its dependencies, 
nnd the forts of St. Louis and others. The 
iflands of Grenada, the Grenadines, St. Vincent, 
Dominica, St. Kitts, Nevis, and Montferrat, 
were left to the Englifh; and the iflands which 
the Englifh had taken from the French in the 
Eaft-Indies, were reftored. The prifoners alfo, on both fides, were to be furrendered without 
ranfom. 

With 
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With the Dutch, our negociations were not 
fo eafily fettled. However, after much delibera- 
tion, and feveral memorials, it was ftipulated by 
treaty, that the king of Great Britain fhould re- 
ftore Trincomale, and all the polleflions that had 
been taken during the war, to the Dutch; that 
the States-General fhould guarantee Negapatam, 
with its dependencies, to his Britannic majefty; 
and that mutual conquefts were to be given up 
without compenfation. 

Our treaty with the Spaniards determined, 
that his Catholic majefty fhould maintain Minorca 
and Weft-Florida, and have Eaft-Florida added 
to himj and that Spain fhould furrender the 
ifland of Providence and the Bahamas to the 
Englifh. All other conquefts of territories were 
mutually to be reftored, without compenfation. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XCV. 

OF THE PROGRESS OF SOCIETY IN EUROPE 
DURING THE PRESENT CENTURY. 

Russia, altogether rude and wretched, at 
the beginning of the prefent century, has made a 
more rapid advance from barbarifm towards civi- lization, than any other country in Europe. It 
has experienced the molt hidden and remarkable 
change in the hiftory of human affairs. But that 
change has not been attended with fuch beneficial 
confequences as might have been expected to the 
body of the people, whom Peter I. found and. 
left in a ftate of llavery •, and notwithftanding the 
more generous policy of Catharine II. who en- 
deavours to revive a fpirit of liberty among the 
lower dalles, and extends encouragement and 
protection to her fubjedts of all degrees, the libe- 
ral and ingenious arts in Rullia, have been hi- 
therto cultivated chiefly by foreigners, or by fuch 
natives as have been initiated in them abroad, and 
with whom they die. They are ftill, in fome 
meafure, exotics in that great and flourilhing em- 
pire ; not as Raynal inlinuates, on account of 
the coldnefs of the climate, but becaufe the men- 
tal foil is not yet fufliciently prepared for their re- 
ception. The influence of example, however, 
daily extends itfelf; and the general progrefs of 
improvement is even now very confiderable. 
Many of the nobility and gentry have acquired a 

N relilh 
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relifh for polite literature, and are not only ex- 
empt from barbarifm, but diftinguifhed by huma- 
nity towards their vaffals, by polifhed manners, 
and elegant converfation. The citizens have 
tafted the fweets of induftry, and profecute alli- 
cluoufly the mechanical arts. Many valuable cul- 
tures, both for commerce and confumption, have 
been fuccefsfully introduced. And Ruffia, which 
has already produced generals and ftatefmen, will 
foon, it may be prefumed, give birth to poets, 
painters, hiftorians, and philofophers, who col- 
left in their train the whole circle of the fciences, 
and by blending the pleafures of life with its conveniences, perfeft the fyftem of focial happi- 
nefs. 

Of the progrefs of improvement in Poland, 
where, belides other adverfe circumftances, the 
feudal ariftocracy ftill reigns in all its aufterity, 
where the king is a fhadow, the people flaves, 
and the nobles tyrants, little can be faid. Sweden 
and Denmark have declined in their confequence 
as kingdoms; but the fons of the north do not 
feem to be lefs happy, though they appear to have 
loft with their political freedom, their ancient 
fpirit of liberty and independency. They enjoy 
more equally the means of a comfortable fub- 
fiftence-, manufaftures, commerce, and agricul- 
ture have made confiderable progrefs among 
them; and we may lay it down as a general 
maxim, which will admit of few exceptions, « that every people, taken colleftively, are happy 
in proportion to their induftry, unlefs their con- 
dition is altogether fervile.” Non 
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Nor are thefe countries without their men of 

genius and fcience. Sweden in her Linnseus, 
who has arranged the animal and vegetable fyf- 
tem, and difcriminated the genera and fpecies of 
each, with all the accuracy of Ariftotle, boafts 
the honour of having given birth to the moll pro- found naturalift in modern times. 

The ftate of Germany, during the period un- 
der review, has perhaps undergone lefs change 
than any other country of equal extent, notwith- 
ftanding the frequent wars by which it has been 
ftiaken. Thefe wars, by keeping up the ancient 
military habits, and the 1'ttle intercourfe the body 
of the people have with ftrangers, in time of peace, 
by reafon of the inland fituation, have preserved 
the general manners nearly the fame as at the 
clofe of the laft century; and the conftitution of 
the empire has varied little fince the peace of 
Weftphalia. But agriculture, manufactures, and 
the mechanical arts have in the courfe of the pre- 
fent century made great progrefs in many parts of 
Germany, efpecially in the dominions of his 
Pruffian majefty, where the fciences and the po- 
lite arts alfo have flourifhed, under the protection 
of the lat| illuftrious Frederick, who was at once 
the model of all that is elegant in letters or great 
in arms, the hero, ftatefinan, hiftorian, and phi- 
lofopher. He collected around him learned and ingenious men of all countries, whofe liberal re- 
learches have been directed to the moft valuable 
ends. And the generous fpirit of the prince, 
who at prefent fills the imperial throne, leaves us 
no room to doubt but the court of Vienna, long 

N 2 diftinguiihed 



268 THE FLOWERS OF 
<3iftinguifhed by its magnificence, will foon be as 
polifhed and enlightened, as that of Berlin, of 
London, or Verfailles. The German tongue is 
already adorned with works of imagination and 
fentiment, and the writings of GefTner, univer- 
fally admired, have been tranflated into moft ■modern languages. 

The Swifs, as much diftinguifhed by their love 
of liberty and of their country, and fo long ac- 
cuftomed to fell their blood to the different pow- 
ers of Europe, as other nations do the produce of 
their foil, having fertilized with culture their bar- 
ren mountains, and acquired a knowledge of the 
neceffary arts, inftead of hiring themfelves as 
foldiers to ambitious princes, pour forth their fur- 
plus of population upon more wealthy ftates, in 
ufeful artificers and induftrious manufacturers, 
and preferve at home their plain and Ample man- 
ners, with their ancient military character: while 
the Dutch, formerly no lefs zealous in the caufe 
of liberty, who acquired its full eftablifhment by 
greater and more glorious efforts, and exhibited 
to mankind for a century the molt perfeCt picture 
of a flourifhing commonwealth, are now become 
degenerate and bafe, dead to all fenfe o| a public 
xntereft, and to every generous fentiment of the 
foul. The paffion for gain has extinguifhed 
among them the fpirit of patriotifm, the love of 
glory, the feelings of humanity, and even the 
fenfe of fhame. A total want of principle pre- 
vails. Riches, which the ftupid poffeffors want 
tafte to convert to any pleafurable ufe, are equi- 
valent, in the opinion of a Dutchman, to all the 

talents 
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talents of the mind, and all the virtues of the 
heart. Avarice is the only paffion, and wealth 
the only merit in Holland. In fuch a country, a 
fordid and felfifh happinefs may be found, like 
that which the mifer enjoys in contemplating his 
gold; but there the liberal arts cannot thrive, 
and elegant manners are not there to be ex- 
petted. 

Italy has acquired new luftre in the prefent 
century from the fplendid courts of Turin and 
Naples, where arts and literature have been en- 
couraged. If painting and architetture have con- 
tinued to decline, mulic, and even poetry, has 
greatly flourhhed in this claffical country. Me- 
taftafio, perhaps inferior to none of her modern 
bards, has perfetted her ferious mufical drama. 
This drama, very different from the old Italian 
opera, and from the mafque, by rejetting mar- 
vellous incidents and allegorical perfonages, is cer- 
tainly the fineft vehicle for mufic that ever was 
invented, as the airs are all fung by real perfons, 
ftrongly agitated by the paffions they exprefs; 
whereas the chorus in the Greek tragedies, fo 
much celebrated for its mufical effett, was fung 
only by cool obfervers. But the Italian opera, in 
its mofi: perfeft ftate, has been reprefented as un- 
natural, as well as fantaftical; though, I think, 
very unjuftly. All our fine old ballads, which 
fo exquifitely paint the tender paffions, are fup- 
pofed to be fung by perfons under the immediate 
influence of thofe paflions ; and if the ftage is al- lowed to be a pitture of life, there can be nothing 
unnatural in an attor’s imitating on it, what is be- 

N 3 lieved 
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lieved to have happened on the great theatre of 
the world. In order, however, to do as little 
violence as poffible to probability, Metaftafio has 
contrived to throw chiefly into airs or odes, thofe 
parts of his mufical tragedies, that would other- 
wife evaporate in foliloquy, in fond complainings, 
or in frantic ravings. The lyric meafure is ad- 
mirably adapted to the language of paflion; and 
furely that mind muft be very unmufical, which 
would prefer Ample articulation to fuch enchant- 
ing melody, as generally communi^ites to the 
heart the foul-diflolving airs of Metaftaflo, efpe- 
cially when fung by a Millico or a Gabrielli. 

The ftate of fociety in Spain has been greatly 
improved under the princes of the houfe of Bour- 
bon. A tafte for agriculture, for arts, manu- 
factures, letters, and even a paflion for arms and 
enterprize, has been revived among the Spani- 
ards. 

A similar tafte is faidto have extended itfelf 
to Portugal, flnce the expulflon of the Jefuits out 
of both thefe kingdoms. If this tafte fhould ripen 
into a philofophic fpirit, and break the fetters of 
fuperftition, we may perhaps behold a Angular 
phenomenon in the hiftory of nations ; a great 
people, after the decline of empire and the corrup- 
tion of manners, recovering their former confe- 
quence and charadter. Such a phenomenon would 
effectually overturn that hypotheAs, chiefly found- 
ed on the fate of the Roman empire, “ That ftates 
which have reached their utmoft height, like the 
human body, muft neceflarily tend to decay, and 
either experience a total diflblution, or become fo inflgniflcant 
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infignificant as to excite neither envy nor jea- 
loufy.” 

In France, fociety attained its higheft polifh 
before the clofe of the laft century. But the 
misfortunes, which clouded the latter years of 
Lewis XIV. threw a gloom over the manners of 
the people, and a myftical religion became fafhion- 
able at court. Madam de Maintenon herfelf was 
deeply penetrated with this religion, as was the 
celebrated abbe Fenelon, preceptor to the duke of 
Burgundy, afterwards archbifhop of Cambray, and 
author of the Adventures of Telemachus, one of 
the fineft works of human imagination. The 
fervour fpread, efpecially among the fofter fex ; 
and Racine, in compliance with the prevailing 
tafte, wrote tragedies on facred fubjefls. The 
court, however, refumed its gaiety, under the 
regency of the duke of Orleans, notwithftanding 
the accumulated diftrefs of the nation, occafioned 
by the Miffifippi fcheme and the diforders of the 
finances : and this libertine example, with that of 
his minifter, the cardinal du Bois, introduced a 
total corruption of manners ; a grofs fenfuality 
that fcorned the veil of decency, an unprincipled 
levity that treated every thing facred and refpecta- 
ble with derifion, and a fpirit of diffipation, which, amid the utmoft poverty, prevailed during the 
greater part of the reign of Lewis XV. But this 
levity, which was chiefly confined to the court, 
did not hinder the body of the people from feri- 
oufly attending to their civil and religious rights. 

The progrefs of improvement, and the enlarge- 
ment of the human mind, has been very confider- 

N 4 able 
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able in France, during the prefent century. If 
poetry, painting, mufic, fculpture, and architec- 
ture, fhould be allowed to have attained their 
height in that kingdom under the reign of Lewis 
XIV. they have not fince greatly declined, and 
many arts, both ufeful and ornamental, have been 
invented or improved ; particularly the art of en- 
graving in copper, which has been carried to fuch 
a degree of perfection as to rival painting itfelf ; 
of making porcelain, plate-glafs, fine paper, and 
paper-toys ; and of counterfeiting in pafte, fo 
ingenioufly as to deceive the niceft eye, at a little 
diftance, the diamond, the pearl, and all forts of 
gems. The weaving of filk has been rendered 
more facile, while its culture has been extended ; 
and a culture of ftill more importance to fociety, 
that of corn. Monf. Du Hamel, a member of 
the French academy, by philofophically invefti- 
gating the principles of hufbandry, has made it a 
fafhionable ftudy, and introduced a tafte for agri- 
culture, which has already been attended with the 
moft beneficial effeCts. 

Nor is that worthy citizen the only man of 
learning in France, who has turned the eye of 
philofophy from mind to matter, and from the 
ftudy of the heavens to the inveftigation of human 
affairs. This rational turn of thinking, indeed, 
particularly diftinguifhes French literature under 
the reign of Lewis XV. 

At the head of the philofophers of reason, of 
the inftructors of their fpecies in what concerns 
their eflential interefts, we muft place the baron 
de Montefquieu. This penetrating genius, who may 
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may be termed the Legislates, of Man, by 
difcovering the latent fprings of government, its 
moving principle under all its different forms, and 
fpirit of laws in each, has given to political reafon- 
ing a degree of certainty, of which it was not 
thought capable. His countrymen Helvetius, alfo 
endowed with a true philofohical genius, has at- 
tempted to introduce the fame degree of certainty 
into moral and metaphyfical reafoning, though 
not with equal fuccefs. Helvetius, fyftematical to 
a fault, but eccentric even in fyftem, employs in 
vain his fine talents to convince mankind, “ that 
they are all born with equal capacity, or aptitude 
to receive and retain ideas, and that all their 
virtues and talents, as well as the different degrees 
in which they poffefs them, are merely the effefts 
of education, and other external circumftances. 
But his zealous endeavours to deftroy the hydra 
prejudice, by contraffing the mutual contempt of 
nations, the hatred of religions, and the fcorn of 
different claffes in the fame kingdom for each 
other, muft tend to humble pride, and foften 
animofities. Nor can his generous efforts to 
refcue virtue from the hands of Jefuitical cafuifts, 
and connect it intimately with government, by 
fixing it on a folid bafis of public good, fail to 
benefit fociety •, or his ingenuity in tracing the 
motives of human aftion, and in demonftrating 
the influence of civil caufes upon the moral con- 
duit of man, to be of ufe to poets, hiftorians, 
and legiflators. 

While Montefquieu and Helvetius were thus 
contemplating the moral world, and inveftigating 

N 5 the 
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the powers and principles of man, as a member of 
fociety, with the effe&s of government and laws 
upon the human character, Buffon was employed 
in furveying the natural world ; in examining the 
beauty and the virtues of vegetables, animal in- 
ftinft, and animal life, in all their gradations, 
from the fnail and the fhell-fifh up to man ; the 
organization of the human frame, the perfections 
and imperfections of the fenfes, and the means by 
which they are perfected ; all accompanied with 
fuch fublime reflections, as leave the mind equal- 
ly ajtonilhed at the vigour of his genius and the 
extent of his knowledge. 

“ Much has been written in this age,” fays 
Voltaire, “ but genius belonged to the laft.” Had 
no other man of genius appeared, he Rimfelf 
would have furnifhed proof of the falfity of this 
aflertion, and in more departments than one. If 
the Henriade is inferior to the Iliad, it is at leaft 
the fineft poem of the epic kind that France has 
hitherto produced. The Zara, the Alzira, the 
Merope, are equal in diCtion and pathos to any 
production of Racine; and the Mahomet is beyond 
comparifon, fuperior to the famous Cinna of 
Corneille. Voltaire poflefled a more comprehen- 
flve range of thought than either of thofe writers, 
and that he acquired chiefly by his application to 
hiftory and philofophy. His philofophical pieces 
are generally fuperficial, and often of a pernicious 
tendency. His Age of Lewis XIV. his Hiftory 
of Ruffia, and of Charles XII. of Sweden, are 
models of elegant conpofition and juft thinking. 
A love of Angularity has disfigured his General 

Hiftory 
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Hiftory with many impertinences, yet will the 
ftamina remain an eternal monument of tafte, 
genius, and found judgment. 

France produced many other men of genius* 
during the period under review. To D’ Alembert 
and Diderot French literature is indebted for many 
truly claffical productions, and the whole literary 
world for that treafury of univerfal fcience the 
DiHionaire Encyclopeclique. Marmontel, who con- 
tributed liberally towards this great work, has 
farther enriched the literature of his country by 
a new fpecies of fiftion, in his enchanting Contes 
Moraux. More philofophical than the common 
novel, and lefs prolix than the romance, they 
combine inftruCtion and amufement in a manner, 
perhaps, fuperior to every other fpecies of fanci- 
ful compofition. Nor muft I, in fpeaking of 
the improvers of French literature, omit the two 
Crebillons. The father has given to tragedy a 
force of charaCler not found in Corneille or Vol- 
taire, and the romances of the fon are captivat- 
ing but libertine productions in a new tafte. This 
fportive and elegant mode of writing, with all its 
levities, digreflions, and wild difplay of fentiment, 
has been happily imitated in England, by the cele- 
brated author of Trijlram Shandy, generally fup- 
pofed to be an original. Even the idea of the 
much admired Adventures of a Guinea is borrowed 
from the Sopha of the younger Crebillon. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XCVI. 
OF THE PROGRESS OF SOCIETY IN GREAT-BRITAIN 

DURING THE LATTER PART OF THE LAST, AND 
PRESENT CENTURY. 

XTlRTS, manners, and literature, have made 
great progrefs in Great Britain frnce the glorious 
era of the Revolution, when our civil and religious 
rights were fully eftablifhed, and our conftitution 
more equally balanced. This fortunate event, 
which diverted the mind from trifling objects, in- 
troduced a paflion for political reafoning ; and the 
auftere character of William, with the exemplary 
deportment of Mary, gave a check to the licenti- 
ous manners of the court, which had given great 
offence to the virtuous part of the nation, during 
the two preceding reigns. Under the reign of 
William, Locke wrote his EJfay on Governmenty 
and Swift his Tale of a Tub ; two of the moft ex- 
cellent profe compofitions in our language, whe- 
ther we confider the ftyle or matter ; the one an 
example of clofe manly reafoning, carrying con- 
vidtion to the heart, the other of the irrefiftible 
force of ridicule, when fupported by wit, humour, 
and fatire. 

But as William, though a powerful prince, and 
the prime mover of the political machine of Eu- 
rope, was regarded in England, by one half of the 
nation, as only the head of a fadlion, many of the 
nobility and gentry kept at a diftance from court, and 
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and the advance of tafte and politenefs was very 
inconfiderable, till the reign of queen Anne; when 
the fplendour of heroic actions called off, for a 
time, the attention of all parties from political dis- 
putes, to contemplate the glory of their country. 
Then appeared a crowd of great men, whofe cha- 
racters are well known, and whofe names are fa- 
miliar to every ear. Then were difplayed the 
ftrong talents and elegant accomplifhments of a 
Marlborough, a Godolphin, a Somers, a Harley, 
and a St. John. Then fubfifted in full force that 
natural connexion between the learned and the 
great, by which the latter never fail to be gainers. 
Swift, Addifon, Congreve, Rowe, Steele, Van- 
burgh, Prior, Pope, and other men of genius in 
that age, not only enjoyed the friendlhip and fa- 
miliarity of the principal perfons in power, but 
moll of them in early life obtained places in Some 
of the lefs burthenfome departments of govern- 
ment, which put it in their power to pafs the reft 
of their days in eafe and independency. 

Thus raifed to refpeft, above the neceflity of 
writing for bread, and enabled to follow their 
particular vein, feveral of thofe men of genius 
united their talents, in furnifhing the public with 
a daily paper, under the name of the Spectator ; 
which, by combating with reafon and ridicule, 
wit, humour, and delicate raillery, the faults in 
compolition and the improprieties in behaviour, 
as well as the reigning vices and follies, had a 
wonderful effeft upon the tafte and manners of 
the nation. It contributed greatly to polifh and 
improve both. Such a monitor was indeed much 

wanted. 
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wanted. The comedies of Vanburgh, fo juftly 
admired for their genuine humour and eafe of di- 
alogue, are fliockingly licentious ; and the prin- 
cipal characters in the greater part of Congreve’s 
pieces, where wit fparkles with unborrowed bril- 
liancy, are fo libertine or proftitute, as to put 
virtue and decency utterly out of countenance. 

Addison’s Cato is a noble effort of cultivated 
genius ; and notwithftanding its fuppofed want 
of pathos, becaufe it provokes no womanifh tears, 
it is perhaps our beft modern tragedy. Addifon 
has alfo written verfes on various fubje&s, both in 
Englifh and Latin, and is always elegant and cor- 
reft, though not enthufiaftically poetical. But 
whatever merit he may have as a poet, he is great 
as a profe writer. Swift had given perfpicuity 
and concifenefs to the clouded redundancy of Cla- 
rendon, and compa&hefs to the loofe, though 
harmonious periods of Temple; but it was left to 
Addifon to furnilh elegance and grace, and to 
enchant us with all the magic of humour, and all 
the attractive charms of natural and moral beauty. 
He had a principal fliare in the Spectator, Tatler, 
Guardian, and other papers of the fame kind. In 
thofe papers he has written on an infinite variety 
of fubjeCts, both comic and ferious, and has 
treated each fo happily, it might be thought he 
had ftudied that alone. Our language is more 
indebted to him, not only for words and phrafes, 
but even for images, than to any other in profe. 
If his ftyle has any fault, it is want of force. 

This defect in our profe was fupplied by lord 
Bolingbroke, who, in his DiJJertation on Parties, his 
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his Letter to Sir William Wyndham, and his Idea 
of a Patriot Kingt has united ftrength with ele- 
gance, and energy and elevation with grace. 
The earl of Chefterfield is perhaps more ele- 
gantly correft, and gracefully eafy, but he wants 
the ftrength of his mafter. The Letters publifhed 
under the fignature of Junius, have all the force 
and energy of Bolingbroke, with all the clofe and 
pointed expreffion of Swift. Robertfon’s ftyle has 
many beauties, and the compofitions of Johnfon 
many fplendid paflages and deep remarks. 

CHAP. XCVII. 
OF MR. POPE’S POETICAL MERIT. 

What Bolingbroke performed in profe, his 
friend Pope accomplifhed even more fully in verfe. 
His Ethical Epiftles deferve to be mentioned, 
with fignal honour, as a model of Didaftic Poetry. 
Having early difcovered the bent of his genius, 
he diligently ftudied the poets who had written 
before him in his native tongue, but more efpeci- 
ally thofe who had made ufe of rhyme; not as 
has been invidioully infinuated, that he found his 
genius too feeble to give vigour to blank verfe, 
but becaufe rhyme was the prevailing mode of ver- 
ftfication when he began to turn his mind to po- 
etry. The public had not yet acquired a tafte 

for 
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for the majefty of Miltonic numbers, or that va- 
ried harmony which they afford to the delicate 
and cultivated ear. He feems therefore to have 
confined his attention chiefly to Waller, Denham, 
and Dryden. Denham wrote in the reign of 
Charles II. but was little infedled with the bad 
tafte of his age. His defcriptive poem, entitled 
Cooper's Hilly is ftill defervedly admired. It 
abounds with natural images, happily blended 
with moral reflexions. His ftyle is clofe, and his 
verfification vigorous. The following lines will 
exemplify his manner of writing. 

“ My eye defcending from the hill, furveys “ Where Thames among the wanton vallies ftrays: “ Thames, the moft lov’d of all the ocean’s fons “ By his old fire, to his embraces runs ; “ Haft’ning to pay his tribute to the fea, “ Like mortal fife, to meet eternity. “ Though with thofe ftreams he no refemblance hold “ Whofe foam is amber, and their gravel gold, “ His genuine and lefs guilty wealth t’explore, “ Search not his bottom, but furvey his fhore.” 
Pope was not infenfible to the merit of Denham’s 
veriification, but he faw it neceflary to look nearer 
his own time for a mafter : and he found fuch a 
mafter as he fought in Dryden ; who, to the fweet- 
nefs of Waller, and the ftrength of Denham, has 
added a compafs of verfe, and an energy that is 
entirely his own. He accordingly made the verfi- fication of Dryden his model: and if he has not 
fully equalled the fire of the Abfolom of Achitophely 
or the eafy and animated flow of the Fables of his 
mailer, the collected force and finer polifh of his 
numbers, a nicer choice of words, and a more 

delicate 



MODERN HISTORY. 28l 
delicate and juft, though lefs bold imagery, entitle 
him to all the praife that can poflibly belong to an 
emulous imitator, not invefted with abfolute fu- 
periority; while new flights of fancy, and new 
turns of thought and expreflion, more fenfibility 
of heart, and greater elevation of mind, with a 
clofer attention to natural and moral objects, give 
him all the requifites of a rival more favoured by 
fortune, and more zealous in the purfuit of fame. 

One can fcarce think that Pope was capable of 
Epic or Tragic Poetry *, but within a certain 
limited region, he has been outdone by no Poet. 
His tranflation of the Iliad will remain a lafting 
monument to his honour, as the moft elegant and 
highly finiftied tranflation that, perhaps, ever was 
given of any poetical work. 

That he was not incapable of tender Poetry, 
appears from the epiftle of Eloifa to Abelard, and 
from the verfes to the memory of an Unfortunate 
Lady, which are almoft his only fentimental pro- 
ductions ; and which indeed are excellent in their 
kind. But the qualities for which he is chiefly 
diftinguifhed are, judgment and wit, with a con- 
cife and happy expreflion, and a melodious verfi- 
fication. Few Poets ever had more wit, and at 
the fame time more judgment, to diredt the pro- 
per employment of that wit. This renders his 
Rape of the Lock the greateft mafter-piece that 
perhaps was ever compofed, in the gay and fpright- 
ly ftyle ; and in his ferious works, fuch as his Ef- 
fay on Man, and his Ethic Epiftles, his wit juft 
difcovers itfelf as much, as to give a proper feafon- 
ing to grave reflexions. 

Hxs 
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His imitations of Horaceare fo peculiarly happyr that one is at a lofs, whether moft to admire the 

original, or the copy; and they are among the 
few imitations extant, that have all the grace and 
eafe of an original. His paintings of characters 
are natural and lively in a high degree ; and never 
was any Writer fo happy in that concife fpirited 
ftyle, which gives animation to Satires and Epif- 
tles. We are never fo fenfible of the good effeCts 
of rhyme in Englifh verfe, as in reading thefe 
parts of his works. We fee it adding to the ftyle, 
an elevation which otherwife it could not have pof- 
feffed ; while at the fame time he manages it fo 
artfully, that it never appears in the lealt to en- 
cumber him ; but, on the contrary, ferves to in- 
creafe the livelinefs of his manner. He tells us 
himfelf, that he could exprefs moral obfervations 
more concifely, and therefore more forcibly, in 
rhyme, than he could do in profe. 

If Pope’s verfification has any fault, it is that of 
too much regularity. He generally concludes the 
fenfe with the couplet. This praftice enabled 
him to give great brilliancy to his thoughts, and 
ftrength to his numbers. It has therefore a good 
effeCt in his moral and fatirical pieces ; though it 
certainly offends the ear, when often repeated, and 
becomes altogether cloying in long poems, but es- 
pecially in thofe of the narrative or defcriptive 
kind. A fault fo obvious, though committed by 
himfelf, could not efcape the correCt tafte and 
keen difcernment of Pope : we accordingly find in 
his tranflation of Homer, where fuch monotonous 
uniformity would have been inexcufable, as well 

as 
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as in his lighter pieces, a more free and varied 
veriifkation. 

Goldsmith’s Traveller, though a beautiful 
poem, affords fome inftances of the fame fault.— 
His Deferted Village is a clofe, but happy imita- 
tion of Pope’s beft manner. If any author has re- 
covered the freedom of Dryden, without lofing 
the harmony or the force of Pope, it is Mickle, 
in fome parts of his excellent tranflation of the 
Lufian. 

CHAP. XCVIII. 
OF THE PASTORAL POETRY OF POPE, PHI- 

LIPS, SHENSTONE, AND ALLAN RAM- 
SAY. 

Neither Mr. Pope’s nor Mr. Philips’s Paf- 
torals, do any great honour to the Englifh Poetry. 
Mr. Pope’s were compofed in his youth ; which 
may be an apology, for other faults, but cannot 
well excufe the barrennefs that appears in them. 
They are written in remarkably fmooth and flow- 
ing numbers: and this is their chief merit; for 
there is fcarcely any thought in them which can 
be called his own j fcarcely any defcription, or 
any image of nature, which has the marks of 
being original, or copied from nature itfelf; but a 
repetition of the common images that are to be 

found 
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found In Virgil, and in all Poets who write of 
rural themes. 

Philips attempted to be more Ample and na- 
tural than Pope ; but he wanted genius to fup- 
port his attempt, or to write agreeably. He too 
runs on the common and beaten topics ; and en- 
deavouring to be Ample, he becomes flat and infl- 
pid. There was no fmall competition between 
thefe two Authors, at the time when their Pafto- 
rals were publilhed. In fome papers of the Guar- 
dian, great partiality was fliown to Philips, and 
high praife beftowed upon him. Mr. Pope, re- 
fenting this preference, under a feigned name pro- 
cured a Paper to be inferted in the Guardian, 
wherein he feemingly carries on a plan of extoll- 
ing Philips ; but in reality fatirifes him moft fe- 
verely with ironical praifes ; and, in an artful co- 
vered manner, gives the palm to himfelf. About 
the fame time, Mr. Gay publiflied his Shepherds 
Week, in Ax Paftorals, which are deAgned to ri- 
dicule that fort of Amplicity which Philips and his 
partizans extolled, and are, indeed, an ingenious 
burlefque of Paftoral Writing, when it rifes no 
higher than the manners of modern clowns and 
ruftics. 

Mr. Shenstone’s ballad, in four parts, may 
juftly be reckoned, I think, one of the moft ele- 
gant Poems of this kind, which we have in Eng- 
lifh. He has given us a reflned fpecies of rural 
poetry, with which we were formerly acquainted. 
It reprefents the manners and the fentiments of $ 
gentleman reflding in the country, inftead of 
thofe of a clown. In this refpeft, it does not dif- 
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fer materially from the paftorals of the polifhed 
and courtly Virgil, who would not have been 
alhamed to own the following elegant paflages. 

“ One would think file might like to retire “To the bow’r I have labour’d to rear; “ Not a fhrub that I heard her admire, “ But I haded and planted it there. “ O how bidden the jeflamine drove “ With the lilac to render it gay! “ Already it calls for my love, “To prune the wild branches away. 
“ 1 have found out a gift for my fair; “ I have found where the wood-pigeons breed; “ But let me that plunder forbear, “ She will fay ’twas a barbarous deed, “ For he ne’er could be true, fhe aver’d, “ Who could rob a poor bird of its young ; “ And Mov’d her the more when I heard “ Such tendemefs fall from her tongue. 
“ I have heard her with fweetnefs unfold “ How that pity was due to a dove, « That it ever attended the bold, “ And die call’d it the Cfter of love ; “ But her words fuch a pleafure convey, “ So much I her accents adore, “ Let her fpeak, and whatever die fay, “ Methinks 1 diould love her the more. 
“ Can a bofom fo gentle remain “ Unmov’d when her Corydon fighs! “ Will a nymph that is fond of the plain, “ Thefe plains and this valley defpife ? « Dear regions of filence and (hade, “ Soft fcenes of contentment and eafe! “ Where I could have pleafingly dray’d, « If aught, in her abfence, could pleafe. 

But 
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“ But where does my Phyllida ftray? “ And where are her grots and her bow’rs? “ Are the groves and the valleys as gay, “ And the fliepherds as gentle as ours? “ The groves may perhaps be as fair, “ And the face of the valleys as fine; “ The fwains may in manners compare, “ But their love is not equal to mine.” 

I must not omit the mention of another Pafto- 
ral Production, which will bear being brought in- 
to comparifon with any compofition of this kind, 
in any language ; that is, Allan Ramfay’s Gentle 
Shepherd. It is a great difadvantage to this beau- 
tiful Poem, that it is written in the old ruftic dia- 
lect of Scotland, which, in a Ihort time, will pro- 
bably be entirely oblblete, and not intelligible ; 
and it is a farther difadvantage, that it is fo en- 
tirely formed on the rural manners of Scotland, 
that none but a native of that country can 
thoroughly underhand, or relifh it. But though 
fubjeft to thefe local difadvantages, which confine 
its reputation within narrow limits, it is full of fo 
much natural defcription, as would do honour to 
any Poet. The char afters are well drawn, the in- 
cidents affefting; the fcenery and manners lively 
and juft. It affords a ftrong proof, both of the 
power which nature and fimplicity pofiefs,to reach 
the heart in every fort of writing •, and of the 
variety of pleafing charafters and fubjefts, with 
which Paftoral Poetry, when properly managed, 
is capable of being enlivened. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XCIX. 

OF THOMSON, PARNEL, AKENSIDE, AND 
ARMSTRONG. 

Of all profefied defcriptive compofitions, fays Dr. Blair, the largeft and fulleft that I am ac- 
quainted with, in any language, is Mr. Thom- 
fon’s Seafons; a work which poflelTes very un- 
common merit. The ftyle, in the midft of much 
fplendor and ftrength, is fometimes harfh, and 
may be cenfured as deficient in eafe and diftintt- 
nefs. But, notwithftanding this defeft, Thom- 
fon is a ftrong and a beautiful defcriber; for he 
had a feeling heart, and a wTarm imagination. 
He had ftudied, and copied nature with care.— 
Enamoured of her beauties, he not only defcribed 
them properly, but felt their impreflion with 
ftrong fenfibility. The impreffion which he felt, 
he tranfmits to his readers; and no perfon of tafte 
can perufe any one of the Seafons, without hav- 
ing the ideas and feelings which belong to that 
feafon, recalled, and rendered prefent to his mind. 
Several inftances of moft beautiful defcription 
might be given from him; fuch as, the Ihower 
in the fpring, the morning in fummer, and the 
man periftiing in fnow in winter. But, at pre- 
fent, I fhall produce a pafiage of another kind, to 
ftiew the power of a fingle well-chofen circum- 
ftance, to heighten a defcription. In his Summer, 

relating 
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relating the efFefts of heat in the torrid zone, he 
is led to take notice of the peftilence that deftroyed 
the Englifh fleet, at Carthagena, under Admiral 
Vernon ; when he has the following lines : 
  “ You, gallant Vernon, faw “ The miferable fcene ; you pitying faw “ To infant weaknefs funk the warrior’s arm •' Saw the deep racking pang; theghaftly form, “ The lip pale quiv’ring ; and the blamelefs eye “ No thore with ardour bright; you heard the groans “ Of agonizing fhips from fliore to fliore ; « Heard nightly plunged, amid the fallen waves, “ The frequent corfe.  

All the circumftances here are properly cho- 
fen, for fetting this difmal fcene in a ftrong light 
before our eyes. But what is moft ftriking in the 
picture, is the laft image. We are conduced 
through all the fcenes of diftrefs, till we come to 
the mortality prevailing in the fleet, which a vul- 
gar Poet would have defcribed by exaggerated ex- 
preflions, concerning the multiplied trophies and 
victories of death. But, how much more is the 
imagination imprefled by this Angle circumftance, 
of dead bodies being thrown overboard every night, of the found of their falling into the wa- 
ters, and of the Admiral liftening to the melan- 
choly found, fo often ftriking his ear ? 

« Heard nightly plunged, amid the fullen waves, “ The frequent corfe.” 
The eulogium which Dr. Johnfon, in his Lives 

of the Poets, gives of Thomfon, is high, and very juft. 
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juft. ' “ As a Writer, he is entitled to one praife 
of the higheft kind ; his mode of thinking, and 
of expreffing his thoughts, is original. His Blank 
Verfe is no more the Blank Verfe of Milton, or 
any other Poet, than the Rhymes of Prior are the 
Rhymes of Cowley. His numbers, his paufes, 
his diction, are of his own growth, without tran- 
fcription, without imitation. He thinks in a pe- 
culiar train, and he thinks always as a man of ge- 
nius. He looks round on nature and life, with the 
eye which nature beftows only on a Poet; the eye 
that diftinguifhes in every thing prefented to its 
view, whatever there is on which imagination can 
delight to be detained ; and with a mind, that at 
once comprehends the vaft, and attends to the 
minute. The reader of the Seafons wonders, that 
he never faw before what Thomfon thews him, 
and that he never yet has felt what Thomfon im- 
prefles. His defcriptions of extended fcenes, and 
general effefts, bring before us the whole magni- 
ficence of nature, whether pleating or dreadful. 
The gaiety of Spring, the fplendour of Summer, 
the tranquillity of Autumn, and the horror of 
Winter, take, in their turn, potTeffion of the 
mind. The Poet leads us through the appear- 
ances of things, as they are fucceflively varied by 
the viciffitudes of the year, and imparts to us fo 
much of his own enthufiafm, that our thoughts 
expand with his imagery, and kindle with his 
fehtiments.” 

Mr. Parnei.l’s Tale of the Hermit, is confpi- 
cuous, throughout the whole of it, for beautiful 
JDefcriptive Narration. The manner of the Her- 

O jnit’s 
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mit’s fetting forth to vifit the world ; his meeting 
with a companion, and the houfes in which they 
are fucceffively entertained, of the vain man, the 
covetous man, and the good man, are pieces of 
very fine painting, touched with a light and deli- 
cate pencil, overcharged with no fuperfluous co- 
louring, and conveying to us a lively idea of the 
objects. 

Akenside, feelingly alive to all the impreffions 
of natural and moral beauty, who furveyed the 
univerfe with a truly philofophic eye, and a heart 
filled with admiration and love of the wifdom and 
goodnefs of the Supreme Being, has given us, in 
his Pleafures of Imagination, a delightful fyftem of 
tafte, unfolded in all .the majefty of Miltonic 
verfe. 

Armstrong, the friend of Thomfbn, and like 
Akenfide a phyfician by profeflion, has bequeath- 
ed to mankind a very valuable legacy, in his Art of 
preferving Health, and furnifhed the literary world 
with a more clafiical poem, perhaps, in the fame 
fpecies of verfe, than either the Seafons, or the 
Pleafures of Imagination. 

While blank verfe was thus attaining its high- 
eft polifh, and deferiptive and dida&ic poetry ap- 
proaching towards perfection, the lighter walks of 
the Mufe were not neglefted. Akenfide, not fa- 
tisfied with rivaling Virgil in his moft finifhed 
work, entered the lifts alfo with Horace and Pin- 
dar ; and although he has not perhaps equalled 
the courtly gaiety of the former, or the grandeur, 
fire, and bold digrefiions of the latter, he deferves 
much praife for having given us the firft clalfical 
examples of the manner of both. Nor have we 



MODERN HISTORY. 29I 
yet many finer ftanzas in our language than the 
following, in his Ode on Lyric Poetry. 
  “ Propitious Mufe ! 

* While I fo late unlock thy hallow’d fprings, 
“ And breathe whate’er thine ancient airs infufe 
“To polifli Albion’s warlike ear, 
“ This long-loll melody to hear 

“ Thy fweeteft arts employ ; 
“ As when the winds from fhore to (bore 
“ Through Greece thy Lyre’s perfuafive language bore, 

“ Till towns, and ifles, and feas return’d the vocal joy.” 

CHAP. C. 

OF HAMMOND AND GRAY. 

About the fame time that Akenfide was per- 
fecting our Lyric Poetry, a new turn was given to 
our love-verfes, by Hammond; a man of tafte and 
fenfibility, who has fuccefsfully imitated the ele- 
giac manner of Tibullus, and given to his amo- 
rous folicitations a foft melancholy entirely in 
unifon with the tone of the paffion, and a tender- 
nefs to which Waller and Prior were ftrangers. 
A fiiort extract will illuftrate thefe obfervations. 
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“ With thee 1 hop’d to wafte the pleafing, day, “ Till in thine arms an age of joy was part; “ Then, old with love, infenfibly decay, “ And on tlvy bofom gently breathe my laft. 
“ I fcorn the Lydian river’s golden wave, “ And all the vulgar charms of human life; “ I only a Ik to live my Delia’s Have, “ And when I long have ferv’d her,—:call her wife.” 

This fpecies of verllfication is happily adapted 
to fuch fuhjecls. It has accordingly been adopted 
by all fucceeding elegiac writers of any eminence ; 
put particularly by Gray, in his celebrated Elegy 
in a Country Church Yard, and by Shenftone in 
thofe excellent moral elegies, publilhed after his 
.death, which do fo much honour both to his head 
and heart. 
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CHAP. Cl. 

OF FIELDING, SMOLLET, RICHARDSON, HUME, 
AND ROBERTSON. 

yV Zealous and continued attention to the im- 
provement of our Poetry, in its various branches, did not prevent imagination and fentiment from 
flowing in other channels. A claffical form was 
given to the Comic Romance by Fielding and Smol- 
let, who have painted modern manners with great 
force, of colouring, as well as truth of expreffion, 
and given to the ludicrous features of life all the 
heightenings of wit, humour, and fatire. Rich- 
ardfon, no lefs claflical, treated a new fpecies of 
fiftion, which may be called the Modern Epic, or 
the Epic of Civil Life; as it exhibits in an extend- 
ed and artfully conftrufted fable, and in a variety 
of ftrongly delineated characters, under the in- 
fluence of different paffions, and engaged in diffe- 
rent purfuits, the beauty and dignity of virtue, and 
the meannefs and deformity of vice, without any 
ludicrous circumftance, or difplay of warlike ex- 
ploits. 

The principal performances of thefe writers, under the well-known names of Tom Jones, Rode- 
rick Random, Sir Charles Grandifon, and Clarifla, 
feemed for a time wholly to engage the attention, 
and even to turn the heads, of the younger part 
of the nation. But the hiitories of Hume and 
Robertfon appeared, and romances were no lon- 

O 3 ger 
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ger read. A new tafte was introduced. The 
lovers of mere amufement found, “ that real inci- 
dents properly fele&ed and difpofed, fetting afide 
the idea of utility, and real characters delineated with truth and force, can more ftrongly interefi: 
both the mind and the heart, than any fabulous 
narration.” This tafte, which has fince given birth 
to many other elegant hiftorical productions, hap- 
pily continues to gain ground. 

CHAP. CII. 

of milton’s paradise lost. 

S foon as we open this amazing Performance, 
we find ourfelves introduced all at once into an ir>- 
vifible world, and furrounded with celeftial and 
infernal beings. Angels and devils are not the 
machinery, but principal aCtors, in the Poem ; and what, in any other compofition would be the 
marvellous, is here only the natural courfe of 
events. A fubjeCt fo remote from the affairs of 
this world may furnifti ground to thofe who think 
fuch difcuflions material, to bring it into doubt, 
whether Paradife Loft can properly be clafled 
among Epic Poems. By whatever name it is to 
be called, it is, undoubtedly one of the higheft 
efforts of poetical genius ; and in one great cha- raCteriftic 
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ra&eriftic of the Epic Poem, majefty and fubli- 
mity, it is fully equal to any that bear that 
name. How far the Author was altogether happy in. 
the choice of his fubjett, may be queftioned. It 
has led him into very difficult ground. Had he 
taken a fubjeft" that was more human, and lefs 
theological ; that was more connected with the 
occurrences of life, and afforded a greater difplay 
of the characters and paffions of men, his Poem 
would, perhaps, have, to the bulk of Readers, 
been more pleafing and attractive. But the fub- 
jeCt which he has chofen, fuited the daring fuh- 
limity of his genius. It is a fubjeCt for which 
Milton alone was fitted; and in the conduCt of it, 
he has ffiown a Iketch both of imagination, and 
invention, which is perfectly wonderful. It is 
aftoniffiing how, from the few hints given us in 
the Sacred Scriptures, he was able to raife fo com- plete and regular a ftruCture ; and to fill his Poem 
with fuch a variety of incidents. Dry and harfh 
paffages fometimes occur. The Author appears, 
upon fome occafions, a Metaphyfician and a Di- 
vine, rather than a Poet. But the general tenor 
of his work is interefting ; he feizes and fixes the 
imagination; engages, elevates, and affeCts us 
as we proceed ; which is always a fure teft of merit in an Epic compofition. The artful change 
of his objeCts ; the feene laid now in Earth, now 
in Hell, and now in Heaven, affords a fufficient 
diverfity ; while unity of plan is, at the fame 
time, perfeCHy fupported. We have ftill life, 
a$d calm feenes, in the employments, of Adam 

O 4 and 
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and Eve in Paradife ; and we have bufy fcenes, 
and great actions, in the enterprife of Satan, and 
the wars of the Angels. The innocence, purity, 
and amiablenefs of our firft parents, oppofed to 
the pride and ambition of Satan, furnifhes a hap- 
py contraft, that reigns throughout the whole 
Poem •, only the Conclufion is too tragic for Epic 
Poetry. 

The nature of the fubjeci: did not admit any 
great difplay of characters ; but fuch as could be 
introduced, are fupported with much propriety. 
Satan, in particular, makes a linking figure, and 
is, indeed, the bell drawn charafter in the Poem. 
Milton has not defcribed him, fuch as we fup- 
pol'e an infernal fpirit to be. He has, more fuita- 
bly to his own purpofe, given him a human, that 
is, a mixed character, not altogether void of fome 
good qualities. He is brave and faithful to his 
troops. In the midll of his impiety, he is not 
without remorfe. He is even touched with pity 
for our firft parents ; and juftifies himfelf in his 
defign againft them, from the neceffity of his fitu- 
ation. He is actuated by ambition and refentment, 
rather than by pure malice. In Ihort, Milton’s 
Satan is no worfe than many a confpirator or 
factious chief, that makes a figure in hiftory. The 
different characters of Beelzebub, Moloch, Belial, 
are exceedingly well painted in thofe eloquent 
fpeeches which they make, in the Second Book. 
The good Angels, though always defcribed with 
dignity and propriety, have more uniformity than 
the Infernal Spirits in their appearance ; though among 
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among them, too, the dignity of Michael, the 
mild condefcenfion of Raphael, and the tried fide- 
lity of Abdie!, form proper charafteriftical d';f- 
tinctions. The attempt to defcribe God Almighty 
himfelf, and to recount dialogues between the Fa- 
ther and the Son, was too bold and arduous, and 
is that wherein our Poet, as was to have been ex- 
pected, has been moft unfuccefsful. With regard 
to his human characters ; the innocence of our 
firft parents, and their love, are finely and deli- 
cately painted. In fome of his fpeeches to Ra- 
phael and to Eve, Adam is, perhaps, too know- 
ing and refined for his fituation. Eve is more 
diftinCtly charaCterifed. Her gentlenefs, modefty, 
and frailty, mark very exprellively a female cha- 
racter. 

Milton’s great and diftinguifixed excellence is, 
his fublimity. In this, perhaps, he excels Ho- 
mer ; as there is no doubt of his leaving Virgil, 
and every other Poet, far behind him. Almoft 
the whole of the Firft and Second Books of Para- 
dife Loft are continued inftances of the fublime. 
The projeCt of Hell and of the fallen Hoft, the 
appearance and behaviour of Satan, the confulta- 
tion of the infernal chiefs, and Satan’s flight 
through Chaos to the borders of this world, dif- 
cover the moft lofty ideas that ever entered into 
the conception of any Poet. In the Sixth Book 
alfo, there is much grandeur, particularly in the 
appearance of the Mefliah ; though fome parts of 
that book are cenfurable •, and the witticifms of 
the Devils upon the effeCt of their artillery, form 
an intolerable blemifli. Milton’s fublimity is of a 

O 5 diflerent 
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different kind from that of Homer. Homer’s is 
generally accompanied with fire and impetuofity ; 
Milton’s poffeffes more of a calm and amazing 
grandeur. Homer warms and hurries us along ; 
Milton fixes us in a ftate of aftonilhment and 
elevation. Homer’s fublimity appears moft in the 
defcription of actions ; Milton’s, in that of Won- 
derful and ftupendous objects. 

But though Milton is moft diftinguiftied for 
his fublimity, yet there is alfo much of the beau- 
tiful, the tender, and the pleafing, in many parts 
of his work. When the fcene is laid in Paradife, 
the imagery is always of the moft gay and fmiling 
kind. His defcriptions fhow an uncommonly 
fertile imagination ; and in his fimiles, he is, for 
the moft part, remarkably happy. They are fel- 
dom improperly introduced ; feldom either low, 
or trite. They generally prefent to us images 
taken from the fublime or the beautiful clafs of 
objetts ; if they have any faults, it is their allud- 
ing too frequently to matters of learning, and 
to fables of antiquity. In the latter part of Para- 
dife Loft, there muft be confeffed to be a falling 
off. With the fall of our firft parents, Milton’s 
genius feems to decline. Beauties, however, there 
are, in the concluding Books of the tragic kind. 
The remorfe and contrition of the guilty pair, and 
their lamentations over Paradife, when they are 
obliged to leave it, are very moving. 
  “ Adam at the news “ Heart-ftruck with chilling gripe of forrow flood, « That all his fenfes bound : Eve, who unfeen “ Yet all had heard, with audible lament “ Difcovered loon the place of her retreat. “ O unexpected 
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K O unexpe&ed ftroke, worfe than of death! “ Muft i thus leave thee, Paradife ? thus leave “ Thee, native foil, thefe happy walks and fliades,- “ Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to fpend, “ Quiet, though fad, the refpite of that day That muft be mortal to us both. O Flowers, K That never will in other climate grow, “ My early vifitation and my laft “ At ev’n, which I bred up with tender hand “ From the firft op’ning bud, and gave you names, “ Who now fhall rear you to the fun, or rank “ Your tribes, and water from th’ambrofial font ? “ Thee, laftly, nuptial bow’r, by me adorn’d “ With what to fight or fmell wasfweet, from thee “ How fliall I part, and whither wander down “ Into a- lower world, to this obfcure “ And wild ? how fliall we breathe in other air “ L,efs pure, accuftom’d to immortal fruits ' 

The laft Epifode, too, of the Angel’s fhowing 
Adam the fate of his pofterity, is happily ima- 
gined ; but, in many places, the execution is 
languid. 

Milton’s language and verfification have high 
merit. His ftyle is full of majefty, and wonder- 
fully adapted to his fubjedt. His blank verfe is 
harmonious and diverfified, and affords the moft 
complete example of the elevation, which our 
language is capable of attaining by the force of 
numbers. It does not flow like the French verfe, 
in tame, regular uniform melody, which foon 
tires the ear; but is fometimes fmooth and flow- 
ing, fometimes rough ; varied in its cadence, and 
intermixed with difcords, fo as to fuit the ftrength 
and freedom of Epic compofition. Negledted 
and Profaic lines, indeed, we fometimes meet 
with ; but in a work fo long, and in the main fo 
harmonious, thefe may be forgiven. 

On 
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On the whole, Paradife Loft is a Poem that 

abounds with' beauties of every kind, and that 
juftly entitles its Author to a degree of fame not 
inferior to any Poet ; though it muft be alfo ad- 
mitted to have many inequalities. It is the lot of 
almoft every high and daring genius, not to be 
uniform and correft. Milton is too frequently 
theological and metaphyfical; fometimes harfh in 
his language; often too technical in his words, 
and affe&edly oftentatious of his learning. Many 
of his faults muft be attributed to the pedantry of 
the age in which he lived. He difcovers a vigour, 
a grafp of genius equal to every thing that is 
great; if at fome times he falls much below him- 
felf, at other times he rifes above every Poet of 
the ancient or modern world. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. CHI. 

OF SHAKESPEARE. 

The chara&er which Dryden has drawn of 
Shakefpeare, is not only juft, but uncommonly 
elegant and happy. “ He was the man, who of 
all modern, and perhaps ancient Poets, had the 
largeft and moft comurehenfive foul. All the 
images of nature Iwenjftill prefent to him, and 
he drew them not rabonoufly, but luckily. When 
he defcribes any thing, you more than fee it; you 
feel it too. They who accufe him of wanting 
learning, give him the greateft commendation. 
He was naturally learned. He needed not the 
fpeftacles of Books to read Nature. He looked 
inward, and found her there. I cannot fay he 
is every where alike. Were he fo, I fhould do 
him injury, to compare him to the greateft of 
mankind. He is many times flat and infipid; 
his comic wit degenerating into clenches; his feri- 
ous fwelling into bombaft. But he is always great, 
when fome great occafion is prefented to him.” 

Great he may be juftly called, as the extent 
and force of his natural genius, both for Tragedy 
and Comedy, are altogether unrivaled. But, at 
the fame time, it is a genius (hooting wild; defi- 
cient in juft tafte, and altogether unaflifted by 
knowledge or art. Long has he been idolized by 
the Britifti nation; much has been faid, and much 
has been written concerning him; Criticifm has 
been drawn to the very dregs, in commentaries 

upon 
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upon his words and witticifms; and yet it re- 
mains, to this day, in doubt, whether his beau- 
ties, or his faults, be greateft. Admirable feenes, 
and paflages without number, there are in his 
Plays; paflages beyond what are to be found in 
any other Dramatic Writer; but there is hardly 
any one of his Plays which can be called altoge- 
ther a good one, or which can be read with unin- 
terrupted pleafure from beginning to end. Befides 
extreme irregularities in conduit, and grotefque 
mixtures of ferious and comic in one piece, we 
are often Interrupted by unnatural thoughts, harfh 
expreflions, a certain obfcure bombaft, and a play 
upon words, which he is fond of purfuing; and 
thefe interruptions to our pleafure too frequently occur, on occafions when we would leaft wifh to 
meet with them. All thefe faults, however, 
Shakefpeare redeems, by two of the greateft: ex- 
cellencies which any Tragic Poet can poflcfs v his 
lively and diverfified paintings of character; his 
ftrong and natural expreflions of paflion. Thefe 
are his two chief virtues; on thefe his merit refts. Notwithftanding his many abfurdities, all the 
while we are reading his Plays, we find ourfelves 
in the midft of our fellows; we meet with men 
vulgar perhaps in their manners, coarfe or harfli 
in their fentiments, but ftill they are men *, they 
fpeak with human voices, and are actuated by 
human paflions; we are interefted in what they 
fay or do,, becaufe we feel that they are of the 
fame nature with ourfelves. It is therefore no 
matter of wonder, that from the more polifhed 
and regular, but more cold and artificial perfor- 
mances of other Poets, the Public fhould return with 
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with pleafure to fuch warm and genuine repre- 
fentations of human nature. Shakefpeare pof- 
fefles likewife the merit of having created for 
himfelf, a fort of world of preternatural beings. 
His witches, ghofts, fairies, and fpirits of all 
kinds, are defcribed with fuch circumftances of 
awful and myfterious folemnity, and fpeak a lan- 
guage fo peculiar to themfelves, as ftrongly to af- 
fett the imagination. His two mafter-pieces, 
and in which the ftrength of his genius chiefly 
appears, are Othello and Macbeth. 

With regard to his hiftorical plays, they are, 
properly fpeaking, neither Tragedies nor Come- 
dies ; but a peculiar fpecies of Dramatic Enter- 
tainment, calculated to defcribe the manners of 
the times of which he treats, to exhibit the prin- 
cipal characters, and to fix our imagination on 
the moft interefting events and revolutions of our 
qwn country. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. CIV. 
OF SCULPTURE, ARCHITECTURE, STATU- 

ARY, PAINTING, AND ENGRAVING. 

Our fepulchral monuments, at the clofe of 
the laft century, were mere mafonry, and exe- 
cuted in a very bad tafte. The excellent carvings 
of Gibbons in wood excepted, we had properly no 
fculpture.. Kneller, our only painter of any emi- 
nence, was a foreigner, and employed himfelf 
chiefly on portraits. Ryfbrach, Scheemaker, and 
Roubiliac, who have fince adorned Weftminfter- 
Abbey with many fculptured monuments worthy 
of ancient Greece, alfo were foreigners. 

We were more fortunate in native architefts.— 
Inigo Jones found a fucceflbr nor unworthy of 
himfelf in Sir Chriftopher Wren, rendered im- 
mortal by the plan of St. Paul’s and St. Stephen’s 
Walbroke, to fay nothing of his other great de- 
figns, of Greenwich Hofpital, or the Palace of 
Hampton Court. Wren was fucceeded by the 
claflical lord Burlington, a liberal patron of the 
arts, and no contemptible profeflbr, and by the 
ponderous but inventive Kent ; whofe plan of 
Holkam, the feat of the earl of Leicefter, in Nor- 
folk, and his temple of Venus in Stowe Gardens, 
if he had deligned nothing elfe, would entitle him 
to a diftinguifhed rank among modern architects. 
But Kent has been.greatly exceeded, as an archi- 
tect, by Sir William Chambers, Wyat, Adam, 

and 
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snd others, who have adorned the capital and eve- 
ry part of the kingdom with edifices in the pureft 
tafte of antiquity, who have united elegance with 
conveniency, and lightnefs with folidity. Nor 
fhould Milne be forgot, to whom we are indebt- 
ed for Blackfriars-bridge, a work to which anti- 
quity can offer no parallel. We have at prefent 
native ftatuaries of confiderable merit. But Bacon 
and Nollikens have yet produced nothing 
equal to the Hercules of Ryfbrach, Scheemaker’s 
Shakefpeare, or the Handel and Newton of Rou- 
biliac. 

Hogarth, the firft eminent Englifh painter, if 
we except Scott, who excelled in fea-pieces, may 
be (aid to have formed a new fchool. Above the 
Flemifh comic painters, who fervilely copy low 
lifey or debafe it into farce, and below the beft 
Italian painters, who generally draw exalted cha- 
racters, and elevate human nature, as far as it was 
poffible for men degraded by civil and religious 
flavery, HE delineates, like Fielding and Smollet, 
the ludicrous features of middling life, with as much 
truth and force as either, and with a more direft 
view to a moral purpofe. Thofe who are in doubt 
about this matter need only confult hiS Harlot’s 
Progrefs, his Rake’s Progrefs, his Marriage a la 
Mode, and his Stages of Cruelty. 

But Hogarth, knew nothing of the elegance of 
defign, the delicacy of drawing, or the magic of 
colours. Thefe were referved for Englilh pain- 
ters of a higher order. As the moft excellent of 
thefe are now living, 1 fhall not enter into a par- 
ticular eftimate, of their merit; but obferve in 

general. 
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general, that if they have not attained all the force 
of colouring, truth of drawing, and ftrength of 
expreffion, to be found in the greateft Italian maf- 
ters, they have made ample amends by the judici- 
ous choice of their fubjefts. Inftead of crucifixi- 
ons, flagellations, lafl: flippers, and holy families, 
they have given fecond life to heroes and legifla- tors. They have made public virtue vifible in 
fome of its moft meritorious a&s. They have 
painted as became the Tons of freedom. Nor need 
I be afraid to affirm, that Copley’s Earl of Chat- 
ham, "Weft’s Departure ofRegulus, his Penfylvania 
Charter, and his Death of Wolfe, to fay nothing 
of Reynolds’s Ugolino, fill the mind with nobler 
ideas than were ever communicated by the pen- 
cil of any flave that kneeled at the altar of fuperfti- 
tion. 

Fortunately for the lovers of embellifh- 
ment, engraving, of which painting may be faid 
to be the prototype, has not made lefs progrefs in 
England during the prefent century than the pre- 
fent art. Hiftorical pictures can only become the 
property of the rich and great. Befides, they 
are very liable to be injured by time or accident. 
Hence the utility of engraving in plates of copper. 
It multiplies copies at a moderate price ; and its 
reprefentations, if lefs perfect than thofe of the 
pencil, are more compaft and durable. We have 
excellent prints of all our own capital paintings, 
and alfo of many of thofe of the greateft Italian 
mafters. At the head of our native improvers of 
this elegant and ingenious art, we muft ever 
place Strange and Woollet. The firft excels 

chiefly 
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chiefly in copying human figures, the latter in 
landfcape. They have both, at prefent, feveral 
formidable rivals in every branch of the art, and 
the late unhappy Ryland was perhaps equal to 
either. 

Among the improvements of the prefent cen- tury, we may alfo reckon the great perfection to 
which the printing of linen and cotton cloths has 
been carried, fo as to furpafs in beauty thofe of 
India, and of paper for the lining of rooms, which 
has been taught to imitate velvet and fattin, and 
even to rival tapeftry. Nor ought we to omit the 
tafte and fancy difplayed in the patterns of our 
figured filks, or in our carpets, which vie with 
thofe of Perfia in fabric, equal them in luftre, and 
exceed them in harmony of colours. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. CV. 
OF GARDENING. 

IVIoDERN gardening, or the art of painting a 
field with natural and artificial obi efts, difpofed 
like colours upon a canvas, is of Englilh origin, 
unlefs we fliould allow the Chinefe to come in 
for a lhare of the honour of the invention. For 
this art, which was altogether unknown to the 
ancients, we are indebted to the tafte and genius 
of Kent. He taught us to imitate nature, or 
more properly fpeaking, to aEl upon her plan, in 
forming our pleafure grounds, inftead of impreff- 
ing upon every objeft the hard ftamp of art; 
that the perfeftion of gardening, like that of mo- 
ral culture, confifts in humouring and adorning, 
not in conftraining or difguifing nature; confe- 
quently, that ftraight walks, regular parterres, 
circular and fquare pieces of water, and trees cut 
in the fhape of animals, are utterly inconfiftent 
with true tafte. In a word, the whole fecret of 
modern gardening confifts in making proper ufe 
of natural fcenery, wood and water, hill and 
valley, in conjunftion with architeflure, fo as to 
give beauty and variety to the embellilhed ground, 
and in judicioufly veiling and expofing the fur- 
rounding country; in contrafting the luxuriant 
meadow with the barren heath, the verdant Hope 
with the rugged fteep, the fylvan temple with 
the ruined tower, the meandering rill with the 
majeftic river, and the fmooth furface of the lake. 
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lake, or artificial fea, with nature’s mofi: fublime 
object, a view of the boundlefs and ever agitated 
ocean. 

The man who firft threw down the garden 
wall, and funk the foffe, whether Kent or Bridge- 
man, may be truly faid to have broke the fpell 
that enabled the necromancer Art to hold the 
fair damfel Nature fo long in chains, and to have 
made the terraqueous globe but one great garden. 
From that moment, beauty began to connect 
itfelf with utility, and grandeur with ruftic labour; 
the pleafure ground with the paftured and culti- 
vated field, the gravel walk with the public road, 
and the garden-lake with the navigable canal and 
the fea; that glorious fountain of univerfal com- 
munication among men, which enables the phi- 
lofopher, the merchant, and the mariner, to vifit 
every Chore, and makes all things common to alL 

FINIS. 
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