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To the PUBLIC. 
HTHE following Extract was made fometime ago, 

-* by a Well-wifher to Religion, from a pam- 
phlet entitled, A Humble Ccnfejfion oj the Sins of 
the Minijtry, with a view to have it publifhed. It 
was thought proper, however, that befides re- 
printing alongft with it the firft Preface, inform- 
ing the public of the primary'occafion of that 
Humble Confejfion, there fhould alfo be reafons 
affigned for the publication of this Extract. 

But left it Ihould have the appearance of ex- 
poling the Clergy, we would affure our readers, 
and that Honourable Body in particular, that we 
have been aftuated by no fuch bafe motive ; as, 
on the contrary, we have the higheft regard for 
every faithful nr.inifter of Jesus Ck&ist ; and 

B doubt not but there are many fuch in the Church, 
of Scotland, who reckon it their greateft honour 
and happinefs to fpend and be /pent for Christ : 
thefe, we are perfuaded, will be the readieft to 
approve of this pamphlet, freely acknowledging, 
that many of the evils here confelfed infenlibly 
creep into theirhe'arts; while others, in fadt, moft 
guilty, will be rdady to treat it with the utmoft 
indifference and contempt. Leaving, however, the 
ccnfequences to Goo, and hoping that we would 
never be left to do any thing to the dilhonour of 
his name, we have thought it our duty to recom- 
mend this Humble Confeffion of Sins to the at- 
tentive and ferious perufal of the Minifters of this 
Church, for the following reafons : 

ijl, Becaufe we find the Minifters of the 
Church of Scotland agreeing, in the year 1732, 
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for many weighty reafons, (which are fpecified in 
the original Preface), to print the pamphlet from 
which this Extract is taken ; and we apprehend 
that that precedent may juftify the prefent publi- 
cation, as we may juftly conclude there is full as 
much occafion for it at prefent, as at the time it 
was originally printed. Had we indeed begun a 
work of this kind ourfelves, and taken upon us 
to point out the fins of the mimftry, we might 
have been charged with officioufnefs, and perhaps 
with fome propriety called bufy bodies, minding 
other men’s matters; but we would hope the pre- 
fent publication will be noways oflfenfive, feeing it 
contains nothing but what was formerly acknow- 
ledged, and defigned to be made known to the 
world ; and therefore that a patient perufal here- 
of will not be refufed by the prefent mimftry %. 
efpecially as iris prefumed fuch of the minifters 
as are ftill alive, who were concerned in the firft 
publication, will enforce the reading of it upon; 
their brethren by ftronger confiderations than 
may be here fuggefted. 

2dly, That the evils complained of, as encrea.- 
fing among the prefent miniftry, are very great.; 
—What can be mox-e awful than running into the- 
facerdotal office unfent, without thefaving know- 
ledge of Christ, or experience of the power of divine truth on their minds ? And is not, then, 
the licenfing fuch very lamentable ? The gofpel 
of Christ they cannot preach; and if they de- 
liver another, are they not accurfed ? Not only 
fo, but unlefs their hearers are more than ordi- 
narily intelligent, and have learned to fearch the Scriptures for themfelves, does not all pafs foT; 
truth which comes from the pulpit ? and thus the 
blind leading the blind, both fall into the ditch.^j 
It is plain then, that thegrofs ignorance of divine 
things, fo prevalent at prefent among all ranks of 
people, may be juftly attributed to the negligence! 
and incapacity of public teachers ; for in general! it] 
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it will hold as a true proverb, “ Such pallors fucfr 
“ people.” 

2,dly, If the Hate of religion is not woffe now than it was at that time, we may juhly affirm that 
it is no better. Nay, is not vital religion almoft ba- 
nilhed from among us ? Does not iniquity abound, 
and the love of many wax cold ? Doe? not in- 
fidelity "Snake dreadful inroads upon us? while 
profefibrs of the Chriftian faith are become luke- 
warm and indifferent, indulging themfelves it» 
carnal fecurity, and the like.—Now, have mini- 
ftei's no finful hand in fpreading this dreadful 
contagion among us ?—do all of them feed their 
flocks with wholefome doctrine ?—Is Christ al- 
ways preached ?—Are tinners alarmed, and with 

r| fuitable earneltnefs exhorted to flee from* the 
wrath to come ?—are they befought by the mer- 
cies of God ? or do our teachers encourage and 
entreat them, with a tender concern for their fal- 
vation, to lay hold on the Hope fet before them 
in the gofpel ?—Do they not (with the falfe pro- 
phets of old) too often fay to their hearers. 

Peace, peace!” when, alas, fudden deftruttion 
approacheth.—Christ and Virtue one would be apt to iipagine were fynonymous terms, as inftead 
of the former, the latter is continually founded 
in our ears; nay, recommended to our admira- 
tion and worlhip as an adorable goddefs, and all 
this without ever informing us what fhe is; but 
whatever fhe is, that refpeft to her fecures our 
title to heaven.— What is the confequence of all 
this ? why, that too many imbibe the pjaufible, 
foothing dodtrine, and imagine all is well, and 
that heaven is theirs, not doubting but they are 
virtuous, and fo anfwering the charadter their mi- nifter points out: from hence a profound lethar- 
gy enfues, which nothing, perhaps, but the found of the laft trumpet will be fufficient to awake them 
from. Now, what muff we conclude is the end 

.propofed by fuch men in becoming minifters, who 
A 3 thus 
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thus lull their hearers afleep in their fins ? can fa 
be the glory of God and good of fouls ? is it noc 
to be feared, that felfifh motives have led then* 
to this choice ? That they may examine them- 
felves about this matter, is a 

4?// reafbn why we have publifhed this Extrafl ? 
and as we are unwilling to be their examinators, 
far lefs their judges, we could wilh they would 
make this ufe of it. That fuch a trial is necef- 
fary is very evident from the nature and impor- 
tance of their office ; and as felf-examination is a; 
duty frequently inculcated from the pulpit, in or- 
der to juftify their fincerity in fuch an exhorta- 
tion, minifters ought certainly to “ prove their 
“ ownfelves,” and fo prove examples to their 
flocks. If they have not forgot, That in the Old 
Teftament falfe prophets are fpoken againft, (Ez.| 
xiiith and xxxivth chapters) ; That in different 
places of the New Teftament likewrfe the fame 
charafber is repeatedly condemned ; That thofr 
whp enter into the facred office of the miniftryr without a commiffion from Cvrist, are thieves 
and robbers, wolves in fheep’s cloathing; That 
thofe who pleafe men are not the lervants of^ Christ; if they have not, we fay, forgot thefc 
declarations of Scripture, they cannot fail to fee-; 
the propriety of making diligent enquiry inu», 
their own real characters ; and ferionfly afking. 
themfelves, whether they are indeed fahhful am- 
baffadors of the Lord Jesus, their profeffed ma-< 
fter ? To be deceived in this inrerefting point,, 
how dangerous ! Should not the very poffibilityr 
of a miftake herein make every one anxioufly in-: quifitive, and excufe our being moved with a hoff 
jealoufy ? Let none therefore be unwilling to fub- 
mit to "this duty as a thing below him, or unne- 
ceffary, efpeciaUy as the feemingly troublefome 
and painful talk is rendered eafy by having the, 
things fpeciiied about which they are to try them- frivcsj 
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felves; and as we fee a goodly number of mlnr- fters, in the year 1752. acknowledging them a* 
real evils, and mourning over them as fuch, wc 
are perfuaded, that whoever duly attends to the 
fpiritual nature and extent of the law of God, 
will be necdfarily led to the fame cortcluhon, and 
exercife of foul Indeed, the grand query with, 
every teacher in this Church fhould be, Am I 
chargeable with all, or any of thefe ? Such as, af- 
ter ft riff fearch, are upon the whole free of the 
evils complained of, may go on in their mailer’s 
work with ftrengthened hands, and encouraged 
hearts, giving God the glory that they have ob- 
tained grace to be faithful: but fhould others 
hereupon find themfelves wholly guilty before 
God in the ends and views they propofed by be- 
coming minifters, in the matter they preach, or 
manner they live, how much reafon have they 
inftantly to beftir themfelves! Their reforma- 
tion is a 

$th, and chief Reafon for the publifhing this 
Extraff. As the caufe why perfonal reformation 
does not fucceed is, that men do not ftrike at the 
root of their evils, viz. an evil heart of unbelief; 
fo the chief reafon why public reformation does 
not take place, is, that thofe who Ihould head 
and promote it, not being reformed themfelves, 
have little anxiety about reforming others. Con- 
cerned, therefore, for religion, and defirous that 
it may flourilh, we would pray for the reformation 
of unfanflified clergy ; but as we faid before, fo we 
now repeat it, (to prevent unjuft reflexions), that 
by fuch we do not mean all our minifters : no; 
we are afliired better things of many of them ; 
although they muft be fenfible with us, that ma- 
ny of their nominal brethren are altogether un- 
worthy of that name by which they are called.— 
In fpeaking fo, they may poflibly imagine we ufe 
them ill, and that vve pay no refpeX to the cleri- 
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cal ordex-; but, on the contrary, the only tfefigr* 
of this Extraft is to rectify their faults, and fo fupport the dignity of their office; for we are 
forry to add, that this charge chat they may be 
apt to bring againft us, belongs chiefly to them- 
felves, the principles and pi-aftice of too many of 
them x'endei'ing them juftly contemptible : As 
none, therefore, degrade them fo much as they 
degrade themlelves, we would hereby, if poffible, 
raife them from that fcorn and difgrace their un- 
worthy condudt has incurred, Should they be 
reformed, what happy effects inight follow ! May 
we not then expedt that the Lord would finite 
on their diligent endeavours, would crown their 
induftx'ious labours with fuccefs, and caufe decay- 
ed religion to I'eviye ! Nay, is it not natural to 
fuppofe, that the people, when they fee their mi- 
nifters in eai-neft in their fermons, and their con- 
verfation correfponding, mufl: liften with more- 
attention and concern ? and as “ faith comes by 
“ hearing,” we need not doubt of the moft pie- 
cious and happy confequences. We know indeed 
that though “ Paul fhould plant, and Apollos- 
“ water, yet it is the Lord alone that giveth the 
“ encreafe but as He generally begins, and car- 
ries on his gracious defigns by means, we have no 
reafon to expedl good but in the ufe of thefe ^ 
and nothing, we think, can prove more inftru- 
mental in this refpedt than a lively, zealous, and 
faithful miniflxy ; whereas, when a deviation from 
the Apoftolic dodlrine and pi’adtice takes place, 
to the perverting of the very defign of fubferi- 
bing the formula of this Church, what mufk 
be the difmal confequence ? mull: not the “ people 
“ be deftroyed for lack of knowledge ?” By 
this means, alas ! minifters of Pidigion, banifli 
religion 1 and thofe that by their profdfion fhould 
preach Christ, preach Chriftianity out of the 
counti’y ! As it is to be feared, that what we now ow 
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afTert, is the mournful experience of many quar- 
ters of this Church, may not the Lord be hereby 
provoked to remove the Candleftk from us alto- 
gether ? This has been the melancholy lot of other 
churches, once more famous than our§ ever was : 
and would it not then be very proper to appoint 
a day for public humiliation, and confeflion of 
the fins both of minifters and people ? This was 
lately propofed in our public papers, when we 
were threatened with the peftilence; but can % 
more direful calamity poffibly invade us than that 
of which w'e have now been fpeaking ? The one 
can only deftroy the body, but the other both 
foul and body in hell for ever : for as a certain 
author (not unknown in this city for his licenti- 
ous tenets) unjuftly faid of many of our godly 
minifters, fo we may fay of thofe who preach in 
the manner above mentioned, “ That they teach 
** a fmooth way to hell.” 

6thly, The awful threatnings denounced againft: 
unfaithful paftors. Moved with compaflion to 
fuch, we would beg leave to remind them of the 
following paflages of Scripture, praying God they 
may prove effe£tual to awaken them to a fenfe of 
their duty in the minifterial funfHon: In Ezek. 
chap, xxxiv. v. to, thus faith the Lord, “ Be- 
“ hold, I am againft: the fticpherds, and I will 
“ require my flock at their hand and here we 
cannot help obferving, that had there been no 
more than the “ Wo” denounced by God in the 
beginning of the chapter, it might be fufficient to 
alarm every foolifti prophet: But further, in ch. 
xxxiii. the fame perfons, in the charafter of 
watchmen, are warned of their danger in terms 
equally explicit and ftrong. After a fhort but 
comprehenfive account of the office and duty of watchmen, the words are as follow in ver. yth : 
“ So thou, O fon of man, I have fet thee a watch- 
“ man unto the Houfe of Ifrael: therefore thon 
“ fhalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn 

“ them 
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“ O wicked man, thou (halt (urely die if thou 

doft not fpeak to warn the wicked from his 
“ way, that wicked man fh ill die in his iniquity, 
“ but his blood will I require at thine hand ” — 
Whether all this is applicable to minifters under 
the New Teftament, cannot well be doubted ; for 
as there were f tlfe prophets among God’s ancient 
people, fo, fays Peter in his Second Epiftle, ch. ii. 
“ (hall there be falfe teachers among us, who pri* 
“ vily (hall bring in damnable herefies, even de- 1 41 nying the Lord that bought them, and bring 
“ upon themfelves fwift dedruclion.” How then will they (find in the judgment, when the Chief 
Shepherd (hall appear and call them to an ac- count not only for themfelves, but likewife for 
their flocks ? will they then have confidence, and ' 
not be afhamed ? will they prefent their people as 
their glory, their crown? will they not rather be 
witneifes igainfi them, and add to their puniih- 
ment in blaming them as the caufe of their ruin ? 
Surely this confideration ought to be of the ut- i 
mod importance to every one that has aiftiined the 
minifterial character: And our intention ought at leafi to be juftified, in prelenting them with 
this Humble Confeffion of the Sins of the Mini- 
ftry, as it may ferve as a looking-glafs in which 
to view themfelves, that in taking heed to their 
doftrine and conduit, they may not be caftaways 
at the laft, 
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PREFACE 
By the Miniiters of the Church of 

SCOTLAND. 

ALTHOUGH we are not ignorant, that 
mockers of all (orts may take occafion by 

this Acknowledgment of the Sins of Minifters, 
to ftrengthen themfelves in their prejudices at our 
perfons and callings, and turn this unto our re- 
proach, and that fome may mifconftrue our mean- 
ing therein, as if we did thereby intend to render 
the Miniftry of this Church bafe and contempti- 
ble, which is far from our thoughts; we know- 
ing and being perfuaded in ourfelves, that there 
are many able, godly and faithful minifters in the 
land; yet being convinced that we are called to 
humble ourfelves, and to juftify the Lord in all 

sithe contempt that he hath poured upon us, that 
they who fhall know our fins, may not ftumble 
at our judgments, we have thought it our duty 
to publifh this following difcovery and acknow- 
edgment of the corruptions and fins of minifters. 
That it may appear how deep our hand is in the 
xanfgreffion, and that the aainifters of Scotland 

have 
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tiave no fmall acceffion to the drawing on of thefe 
judgments that are upon the land. 

Only, in this following Acknowledgment, we 
defire it may be confidered, That there are here 
enumerated fome fins, whereof there be but fome 
few minifters guilty; and others whereof moe are 
guilty; and not a few, which are the fins of thefe 
whom the Lord hath keeped from the more 
grofs corruptions herein mentioned ; and that it 
is not to be wondered at, if the miniftry of Scot' 
land be yet in a great meafure unpurged, con- 
lidering that there was fo wide a door opened for 
the entering of corrupt perfons into the miniftry, 
for the fpace of above thirty years under the ty- 
ranny of prelates, and that alfo there hath been 
fo many diverfions from, and interruptions of en- 
deavours to have a purged miniftry in this land. 
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EXTRACT, <&r. 

Of the SINS of the MINISTRY. 

FIRST, Such as are before their Entry 
to the Miniftry. 

jl. T IGHTNESS and profanity in converfa- 
1 -i tion, unfuitable to that holy calling which they did intend, not thoroughly repented of 
2 Not ftudying to be in Chrift, before they be 

in the miniftry ; nor to have the practical know- 
iedge and experience of the tnyftery of the gol'pel 
in themfelves, before they preach it to others. 

3. Negletting to fit themfelves for the work of 
he miniftry, in not improving prayer and fellow- hip with God, and other means; and not mourn- 
ng for thefe neglefts. 

4. Not ftudying felf-denlal, nor refolving to 
ake up the croft of Chrift. 

5. Negligence to entertain fight and fenfe of fin nd mifery, not wreftling againft corruption, nor 
cudying mortification and fubduedneft of fpirit. 
SECONDLY, In entering the Miniftry. 

C Arnal, corrupt, and crooked ways of enter- 
ing to the roiniftry; fuch as by prefenta- 

B tion. 
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tlon, folidtation of friends, &c. without the con- 
fent of the godly in the parifh. 

2. Entering to the miniftry without refped to 
a coijimiffion from Jefus Chrilt; by which it hath 
come to pafs, that many have run unlent. 

3. Entering to the miniftry, not from the love 
of Chrift, nor from a defire to honour God in 
gaining of fouls, but for by-ends, for a name, and 
for livelihood in the world, notwithftanding fo- 
lemn declarations to the contrary at admiflion. 

4. Some offering themfelves to trial without 
abilities, and ftudying to conceal and hide their 
weaknefs, by making ufe of the help and pains of 
fome friend and acquaintance, or other men’s 
papers, in feveral parts of the trial; and fome au- 
thorifed to preagh, and others admitted to the 
miniftry, who have little or no abilities for per- 
forming the duties thereof. 

THIRDLY, After entering the Miniftry: 
which is, 

FIRST, In our private Condition and Con- 
verfation. 

I. TGnorance of God, want of nearnefs to Him, 
* and taking up little of God in reading, me- 

ditating, and fpeaking of Him. 
2. Exceeding great felfifhntfs in all that we do, etfting from ourfelves, and for ourfelves.' 
3. Leaf!: delight in thefe things wherein lyeth 

our neareft communion with God, great incon- 
ftancy in our walk with God, and neglect of ac- 
knowledging Him in all our ways. 

4. In going about duties, lead careful of thefe 
which are mod remote from the eyes of men. 

5. Seldom in fecret prayer with God, except to he 
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St for public performances ; and even that much neglefted or gone about very fuperficially. 

6. Glad to find excufes for the negledt of duties. 7. Negletting the reading of the Scriptures in;; 
fecret, for edifying ourfelves as Chriftians; only 
reading them in fo far as may fit us for our duty 
as minifters, and oft-times negle£ting that. 

. 8. Not given to fefledt upon our own ways, 
nor fuffering conviction to have a thorough work 
upon us, deceiving ourfelves by retting upon ab- 
fhnence from, and abhorrence of evils, from the 
light of a natural confidence, and looking upon 
the fame as an evidence of a real change. 

9. Evil guarding of, and watching over the 
heart, and carekfihefis in felf-fearching, which 
makes much unacquaintednlfis with ourfelves, and 
eltrangednefs from God. 

jo. Not guarding, nor wreftling againft fieen 
and known ills, efipecially our predominants. 

11. A facility to be drawn away with the temp- 
tations of the times, and other particular tempta- 
tions. according to our inclinations and fellowfhnp. 

12. Inftability and wavering in the ways of God, 
through the fears of perfecution, hazard, dr lofil of efteem ; and declining duties, becaufe of the 
fear of jealoufies and reproaches. 

13. Not efteeming the Crofs of Chrift, and 
fufferings for his Name honourable; but rather fluffing fufferings from fdf-love, 

14. Little confidence made of fecret hnmrlia- 
tion and fafting by ourfelve? apart, and in our 
families, that we might mourn for our own, and 
the land’s guilfinefs, and great backflidings; and 
little applying the caufes of public humiliation to 
our own hearts 

15. Finding of our own pleafures, when the 
Lord calls for humiliation. 

16 Refined hypocrify, defiring to appear what 
indeed we are not. 

£ 2 17. Ani- 
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*7. Artificial confcfiing of fin without repeu* tance. 
18. Confefllon of fin in fecret much flighted, 

even of thofe things whereof we are convinced. 
19. No reformation after folemn acknowledg- 

ments, and private vows ; thinking ourlelves ex- 
onered after confefiion. 

20. Readier to fearch out, andcenfure faults in 
others, than to fee or take with them in ourfelves. 

21. Eftimation of men as they agree with, or 
difagree from us 

22. Not learning to fear by the falls of gracious 
men, nor mourning and praying for them. 

23 Little or no mourning for the corruption 
of our nature, and lefs groaning under, and long- 
ing to be delivered from that body of death, the 
bitter root of all our other evils* 
SECONDLY, In our Converfation and 

Walk with, and before our Flocks, and 
others. 

I,'C'Ruitlefs converfing ordinarily with others, 
^ for the worfe rather than the better. 
2. Foolifli jefting away time with impertinent 

and ufelcfs difeourfe, very unfeeming the mini- 
fters of the gofpel. 

3. Carnal familiarity with natural and wicked 
men, whereby they are hardened, the people of 
God flumbled, and we ourfelves blunted. 

4. Slighting fellowlhip with thofe by whom we 
might profit 

5 Defiring more to converfe with thefe that 
might better us by their parts, than fuch its might 
edify us by their graces. 

6 Not ftudying opportunities of doing good to 
others. 

7. Abufing of time in frequent recreations and 
paftimes, and loving our pleaiures more than God. ^ 8. Taking 
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8. Taking little or no tune to Chrifkian (Jlf- 

courfc with young men trained up for the mi- 
ni ft ry, 

9. Common and ordinary difcourfe on the 
Lord’s day. 

10. Slighting Chriftian admonition from any 
of our flocks, or others, as being below us ; and 
afhamed to take light and warning from private 
Chriftians. 

u. Diflike of, or bitternefs againft foch as 
deal freely with us by admonition, or reproof; and not dealing faithfully with others who would 
welcome it off our hands. 

12. Not making confluence to take pains on the ignorant and profane for their good. 
13. Our not mourning for the ignorance, un- 

belief, and mifcarriages of the flocks committed 
unto us. 

14. Impatient bearing of the infirmities of 
others( rafhly breaking out againft their perfons, 
more than ftudying to gain them from their fins. 

15. Not ufing freedom with thefe of our charge, - 
and for moft part fpending our rime with* them 
in common difcourfes, not tending to edification. 

16. Neglecting admonition to friends and others 
in an evil courfe. 

17. Not praying for men of a contrary judg- 
ment; but ufing refervednefs and diftance from 
them, being more ready to fpeak of them than to* 
them, or to God for them. 

18. Not weighed with the fallings and mifcar- 
riages of others, but rather taking advantage 
thereof for juftifying ourfelves. 

19. Talking of, and fporting' at the faults of 
Others, rather than compaflionating of them. 

,20. No pains taken in religious ordering of our 
families, nor ftudying to be patterns to other fa- 
milies in the government of ours. 

b a 
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2r. Hnfty anger and paffion in our families 

and converfation with others. 
22. Covetoufnefs, wordly-mindednefs, and an inordinate defh-e after things of this life,npon 

which followeth a negleft of the- duties of our 
calling, and our being taken up for the moft pare 
with the things of the world. 

23. Want of hofpitality and charity to the 
members of Chrift. 

24. Not cherifhing godlinefs in the people, and 
fome being afraid of it, and hating the people of 
God for piety, and ftudyrng to bear down, and 
quench the work of the Spirit amongft.them. 

THIRDLY* In the Bifcharge of'Mini- 
fterial Duties : which is, 

FIRST, In regard of labouring in the Word 
and Dottrine. 

i.'VTOT entertaining that edge of fpirit in mr- 
nifterial duties, which we found at the 

lirft entry to the miniftry. 
2. Trufting to gifts, parts, and pains taken fop 

preparation, whereby God is provoked to blaft 
good matter well ordered and worded. 

3. Carelefs in employing Chrift, and drawing 
virtue out of Him for enabling us to preach in 
the Spirit and in power. 

4. In prayer for affiftance, we pray more for 
aftiftance to the mefienger than to the meflage 
which we carry ; not caring what become of the 
word, if we be with fome meafure of afliftancc 
carried on in the duty. 

5. Neglect of prayer after the word is preach- 
ed, that it may receive the former and latter rain, 
and that the Lord would put in the hearts of his 
people what we fpeak to.them in his name. 

6. Exceeding 
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6. Exceeding great neglect and unflcflfuTnefe to fet forth the excellencies and ufefulnefs of Je- 

fus Chrift and the New Covenant, which ought 
to be the great fubjeft ef a minifter’s ftudy and 
preaching. 

7. Speaking of Chrift more by hearfay than 
from knowledge and experience, or any real im- 
prefiions of him upon the heart. 

8. The way of moft minifters’ preaching too 
legal. 

9. Not preaching Chrift in the fimplicity of the 
gofpel, nor ourfelves the people’s fervants for 
Chrift’s fake. 

10. Preaching of Chrift, not that the people 
may know him, but that they may think we know 
much of him. 

11. Not preaching with bowels of eompaffion, 
to them who are in hazard to perifh 

12. Bitternefs, inftead of zeal, in fpeaking againft malignants, fectaries, and other fcandalous 
perfons, and unfaithful therein, 

13. Not ftudying to know the particular con- 
dition of the fouls of the people, that we may 
fpeak to them accordingly; nor keeping a parti- 
cular record thereof, though convinced of the 
ufefulnefs of this. 

14. Want of wifdom in application to the fc- 
veral condjtion of fouls, not fo careful to bring 
home the point by application as to find out the 
doftrine, nor fpeaking the fame with that reve- 
rence which becomes his word and meflage, 

15. Chufing texts whereon we have fomething 
to fay, rather than fuiting to the condition of 
fouls and times ; and' frequent preaching of the 
fame things that we may not be put to the pains 
of new ftudy. 

16. Too much eyeing our own credit and ap- 
plaufe, and being taken with it when we get it, 
and uniaiisfk'd when it is wanting. 

17. Timoroufnefs 
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rj. Timoronftiefs in delivering God’s 

letting people die in reigning fins without warning. 
18. Studying the dilcharge of duties rather to 

free ourfelves from ecu fare, than to approve our- 
felves to God. 

19. Shunning to declare the whole counfel of 
God to his people, and particularly not giving, 
teftimony in times of defe&ion. 

20. Not ftudying to profit by our own doc- 
trine, nor the dofixine of others. 

21. For moft p.irt preaching as we ourfelves were not concerned in the melfage we carry to the 
people. 

22. Not rejoicing at the eonverfion of finners, but content with the unthriving of the Lord’s- 
work amongft his people, as Anting heft with our 
minds; fearing if they fhould thrive better, we 
fhould be more put to it, and lels efteemed by 
them. 

23. We preach not as before God, but as t» 
men, as doth appear by the difterent preparation; 
we make according to our hearers. 

24. Not making the miniftry a work in- ear- 
nefl, as a thing to be accounted for in every du- 
ty, which makes much lazind's and unfruitful- 
nefs, doing duties ex officio, not ex confcientia of- 

jicii, rather to dilcharge our calling than our con- 
fcience. 
SECONDLY, In the Adminiflration of 

Sacraments. 
I. In Baptifm. 

t.XjOT inftrufling parents in their duty, not 
^^ charging them with their promife given at 

the baptifing of their children, nor trying what 
pains they have taken to perform the fame. II. In 
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II. In the Lord’s Supper. 

i. Admitting mixed multitudes to the Lord’s 
table, not feparating betwixt the precious and the 
vile. 

2 Unequal dealing with poor and rich, in ad- 
mitting to, or fufpending and debarring from the 
Lord’s table. 

3. Carnal and unworthy carriage of minifters 
at the communion, being more defirous to have 
that aftion by our hands with credit to ourfelves, 
than with profit to the people. 

4. Thinking when that attion is by hand, that 
we have a vacancy from other miuiiterial dutie» 
fpr a time 

5. Little wreftling with God to have the people 
prepared for it, or the guilt of profaning of it 
by ourfelves and others taken away. 

THIRDLY, In Vifiting. 
I.'VJEgligent, lazy, and partial vifiting the firk ; L if they be poor, we go once and only 
when fent for ; if they be rich, and of better note* 
we go oftner, and unfent for. 

2 Wearying or fhunning to go to fuel} as we 
efteern gracelefs. 3. Not knowing how to fpeak with the tongue 
of the learned a word in feafon to the weary and 
exercifed in confcience, nor to fuch as are under 
the lols of bufband, wife, children, friends or 
goods, for the improving of thefe trials to their 
fpiritual advantage, nor to dying perfons. 

4. Not vifiting the people from houfe to houfe* 
por praying with, them at fit opportunities. 

FOURTHLY, 
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FOURTHLY, In Catechifing. 
I. T A Z Y and negligent in catechifing. 

2. Not preparing our hearts before, nor 
wreftling with God for a bleffing to it, becaufe 
of the ordinarinefs and apprehended eafinefs of it. 

3. Pai'tial in catechifing, paffing by thofe that 
are x-ich, and of better quality, though many of 
fuch hand ordiqarily in great need of inftruttion. 

4. Not waiting upon, and following the igno- 
rant, but paffionately upbraiding of them often. 

FIFTHLY, In Ruling and Difcipline. 
I. T)Artiality in adminiftration of cenfures with 

* refpeft of pei'fons, not ufing the like faith- 
ful freedom towards high and low. 

2. Superficial, finful, and flight cenfui'ing one another, at times appointed for that end in pref- 
byteries and lynods, and neglefl of faithful free- 
dom and love in pei-forming that duty. 

3. Admitting of men to the miniftry who were 
not qualified with grace as well as gifts, notwith- 
ftanding the word of God, and Conftitutions of 
this Kirk do require the one as well as the other, 
•which hath been the foundation of many evils. 

4. Great unfaithfulnefs in bringing in, and 
holding in unworthy perfons in the miniflry, and 
keeping cenfures off unfaithful men. 

5. Conftituting elderfhips of fuch men as are 
known to be ignorant, profane, and difafte&ed to 
the work of God, and being carelefs to have them 
confifting of the mofl: able and godly men within 
the congregation,—a great caufe of much igno- 
rance, profane, and fcandalous carriage among1 

the people. 
6. Negle&ing to hold out the neceflary quali- 

fkauons 
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flcations and duties of ruling elders, and to ftic 

?them up to their duty. 
7. Not carrying ourfelves in judicatories in 

other ways toward ruling elders as toward bre- 
thren, and joint overfeers in the work of God. 

8. Not {looping to a gaining way in debates in 
kirk judicatories, nor making application to God 
for knowledge of his mind in things debated, be- 
fore they pafs in a conclufion. 

9. Wearying to hear men fully who reprefent 
their doubts, and to weigh all the arguments that 
can be reprefented for the negative, before the 
affirmative be concluded. 

10. Pride, impatience, and peremptorinefs of 
fpirit, not flaying on other’s clearnels in our de- 
bates and conclufions; through which it comes to 
pafs, that we judge rafhly of precious men, and 
alienation of affeftion Heals in, and is entertained. 

11. Hafly concluding of a£ls, and prcffing obe- 
dience thereto, without convincing grounds holden 
forth from Scripture for fatisfying the confciences 
of the Lord’s people. 

12. Making votes fubfervient to the humours 
of men, and human interefts. 

13. Some altogether negletting wholefome afts 
and conftitutions of Affemblies, and others re- 
ceiving their atts too implicitly. 

SIXTHLY, In relation to the Public. 
I.TSJOT ftudying the controverfies of the time, 

that we might be enabled to hold forth light, and convince gainfayers. 
2. Following of public bufinefs with too muclt 

neglett of our flocks. 

J 
THE END. 


