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Jehu’s Looking-Glass; 

O R, 

True and falfe Zeal delineated. 

* t'"jW E A L in general, is a ftrong internal fire, 
f which makes a man burn with eager- 

nefs for the accomplifliment of what- 
ever he is deeply interefted in, whether good or 
bad. It is that which gives an elaftic fpring to the 
faculties, and makes individuals a&ive in their 
feveral purfujts. It is that which prompts men to 
riik the greateft dangers, and whereby they fur- 
mount the greateft difficulties. It proves the nurfe 
of emulation, the life of trade, and the very foul 
of commerce. In (hort, without this active, in- 
vigorating, ambitious, and intrepid principle, man- 
kind would be a world of carelcfs, numbering 
drones. 

I mighthere expatiate largely on the criminal in- 
temperance of worldly zeal, as-it hurries men in- 
to an unbounded purfuit after the tranficnt enjoy- 
ments of fenfe, to the fatal neglefb of their eter- 
nal concerns. But that is not niy intention at 
prefent. What I mean is, to point out the con- 
trail: between trut and falfe zeal, as it has religion. 
for its object. 

i. True zeal, whoYe grand objeft is religion, 
is that heavenly fire enkindled in the breaft of a 

* From to burn. 
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ir-uc believer by the Spirit of God, which prompts 
him, by the iweet conflraint of love, to do all 
things with a fingle eye to the glory of Go d. It 
carries him out, in a dependence upon divine aid, 
againft all his fpiritual enemies. By a daily ftirring 
up of this heavenly fjre,-his foul burns with eager- 
nels for their detlruftion in himfelf, and others 
and this makes him ardent in his humble efforts, 
according to the meafure of grace God hath, gW 
ven him, to contribute his mite towards pulling 
.down Satan’s kingdom, and the advancement or 
the Redeemer’s glory, among the fens of'meal 

Falfe zeal, on the contrary, is an ignis fatuus, a 
falfe, delufory, infatuating fire, kindled in the 
bi eall by an immoderate ambition of being con- 
fpicuoufly religions, without a fingle eye to the 
glory of God. Its objett is the glory of self. 
And, though many things in falfe religious zeal, 
appear very laudable and fpecious; yet, if you 
trace them up to the fountain-head, you fhall find 
all thefe ftreams totally polluted by felf-exaltatkm 
and fpiritual pride. Many, who, Jehu-like, cry 
out, “ Gome fee my zeal for the Lord,” are ne- 
verthelefs as remote from true zeal, as that hot- 
headed, double-hearted monarch was. From 
whence I am induced to concur in opinion with 
an author, who fays, that “ a zeal for God is np 
proof of a child of God.” If it were, Saul, that 
fiery zealot, who breathed out threatening and 
fiaughter againft the difciples of Christ, was an e- 
minent child of God ; for he declares, Phil. iii. 
6. that he was concerning zeal, ferfeevting the 
church. But after his converiion he learned ano- 
ther leffon ; namely, that it is good to be zeabujly 
uffeC.ed alivays in a geed thing, Gal. iv. 18. From 
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whence it is evident, that three ingredients are ne-- 
ceffary to conftitute true zeal. i. A good caufe ; 
that of the gofpel. 2. A good principle ; 
humble felf-abafing faith. 3. A good end ; that 
of the Redeemer’s glory. Without thefe, what- 
ever may be the preteniions, the eye is not {ingle, 
nor the heart right with God : all proceeds from 
ielfifli pride, and is therefore nothing but ivood, 
hay, and JlubbU, whole fate is to be burned. 

2. Fal/e ze&l is alfo known by the falfe founda- 
tion whereon it builds. It is a blind principle, 
whofe eyes are fliut againft the truth. Its bafis is, 
error. Hence it arifes, that thofe who are a&,u- 
ated by this headlong principle, blunder on, every 
ftep they take, a&ing diametrically oppofite to the 
written word. It is a blind leader of the blindt and never fails to guide into erroneous paths, and 
pierce the heart through with many forrows. 
Who fo zealous as the Jews of old, fome of 
whom compafied fea and land to make profelytes ? 
And yet, from the teftimony of an infpired a- 
poftle, we have reafon to conclude, their zeal 
was not genuine, becaufe it wanted the figuaturq 
of truth. I bear them record} lays the apoftle, 
that they have a zeal for God, but not according 
to knoviledge, Rom. x. 2. Who fo confpicuous 
a zealot, as the apoftle Paul himfelf, before his 
converlion ? And yet, who was more buried ia 
ignorance, till light from above difeovered to him 
the error of his proceedings ? Farther, with what 
zeal do the emiffaries of Anticbrifl: recommend 
their erroneous principles ? And yet, what peor pie, on earth, are more funk in delufions ! AH 
ariling from their rejeffion of the truth as it is in 
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Jesus, and giving heed to doctrines of devils, pro* 
pagated by the father of lies.—From whence it is 
abundantly plain, that falfe zeal is a blind princi- 
ple, founded on ignorance. 

Whereas true zeal is a principle of wtfdonv, 
proceeding from the Father of lights, and found- 
ed uphn the unerring truth of God. It fhines 
and burns at the fame time, like the fun in the 
firmament. It is diffufive of light and fervour, 
and is guided by the ftandard of truth, as con- 
tained in the lively oracles of feripture. True zeal 
is taught to believe, that the heirs of falvation are 
chofen u through fanclification of the Spirit and 
Belief of the truth and therefore, that 
all truth in pra&iee is founded on truth in princi- 
ple ; yea, that none can be faved, who believe not 
heartily the full report of the gofpel. 

3. Falfe zeal is a precipitate paflion. It gives 
whip and fpur to self, and hurries into ftrange 
lengths of rndiferetion, notwithftanding the re* 
monftrances of friends, and the cenfure of ene- 
mies. It gives birth to fancy, and is the nurfe of 
enthufiafm. From the motions of this felfilh, 
temerarious fire, arife thofe mental impreffions, 
to which fome pay fo much attention. How of- 
tcti do we hear perfons with confident prefump* 
tion fay, “ O I’m fure I ought to do fo and for becaufe it was ftrongly imprelTed on my mind.” 
And (what is more criminal than all the reft) fuchr 
fancy-led people often call thefe chimeras of the 
brain, the leadings of the Spirit; than which 
nothing can be more grofsly abfurd, as the iflue 
frequently demo nitrates. 

Whereas true zeal moves cautioufty, ftowly. 
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and furely. Its motto, is Fejlina lente; or, He that 
believtth Jhall not make hajiev jun x.xTou'xyntiar 
Jhall not be confounded: for confulion is the inl'e- 
parable attendant of precipitancy, or making hajie. 
It teaches a man not to lean to his own under- 
ftanding, or to give heed to imagination, but to 
fearch the fcriptures, and to take them as a lamp 
to his feety and a lantern to his paths. True zeal 
waits humbly at the throne of grace for direttion,. 
and looks out, in patience, for the openings of 
Providence, more clearly to difcover the divine, 
will. Its language is fimilar to that of the pro-, 
phet, / ivdl Jtand upon my -watch, and fet me on- 
He tower, and -will -watch to fee -what he -will fay t» 
me, Hab. ii. i. 

4. Falfe zeal is known by one of its conftant. 
raflals, bigotry, and is therefore of an unloving 
temper. We find a little of this breaking out at 
one time in the conduct even of the beloved difciple. 
John, having feen a perfon caft out devils in the 
name of Jesus, forbade him, becaufe he followed, 
not with them, Mark ix. 38. But, from the re- 
proof given him by his Mafter, we learn the im- 
propriety of his condutt. O that this fpirit had, 
not furvived the apoftle .'•But, alas f how many 
do we fee, in the prefent day of degeneracy, act- 
ing the fame part over and over again ! Actua- 
ted by a narrow, felfilh, contracted fpirit, many 
would not only difcountenance, but even unchri- 
ftian all, who do not move in their own fphere. 
Hence it arifes, that profdlbrs bite and devour, 
one another, and behave more like rapacious vul- 
tures or wolves, than like the meek and loving di- 
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Whereas true zeal is of a loving', open, ge- 

nerous, catholic temper. It bounds over the 
flight partition-walls of names, feels, parties, 
and denominations, and flies, with affe&ionate 
eagernefs, to the breads of all, who love the 
Lord Jesus in finceritjr. It does not make a 
man condemn his brother, or difcountenance his 
labours of love, becaufe he does not move exact- 
ly within the fame circle with himfelf. No. 
While the zealous bigot fvvells with fupercilious 
pride within the narrow limits of his great 
*elb, the truly zealous man expands his heart in 
generous love to all, who adhere to the truth as it 
is in Jesus, though they may differ from him in 
fome externals. This noble temper was literally. 
exemplified in the amiable deportment of that 
catholic and eminent minifler of Christ, Mr 
George Whitefie'd May all follow him, as he' 
followed his Mailer ! 

5. Falfe zeal dwells on externals, and negleftsthe 
cultivation of the heart. Hence it was, that the. 
ftrifl Pbarifees were very zealous in a punctual ob- 
fervance of the law of Mofes, and fo ftrenu- 
oufly oppofed all who attempted to contemn its 
ceremonies. They made a great ftiew of religion. 
They paid tithes of mint, annife, and cumin ; 
but neglefled the weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy, and the love of God* Their 
Zeal was for rites, but not righteoufnefs; for ex- 
ternals, but not internals; for the fliadow, but 
not the fubftance. For this reafon our Lord 
compared them to whited fepulchres, fair to the: 

eye without, but full of rottennefs within. And 
as therd is nothing new under the fun, there are- 
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many of the fame (lamp among the prefent gene- 
ration, vvhofe religion conflfts in oftentation and 
Ihew. They are very zealous for externals, but 
totally remifs as to the effentials of Chriftianity. 
They make a very oftentatious glare of proieffion, 
but when tried by the touchftone of divine truth, 
appear to be nothing but reprobate filver. Ha- 
ving a name to live, they are neverthelefs dead, 
being under the habitual predominancy of every 
evil temper; full of pride, covetoufnefs, envy- 
ing, worldly-mindednefs, &c. &c. 

True zeal, on the' contrary, though far from 
being remifs in externals, is however primarily 
concerned about what pafles within. Its work be- 
gins at home.’The truly-zealous perfon labours to 
get his heart purified by grace. And while many are 
fquabbling about fhadows, he ftrives to afcertain 
the fubftance. The love, meeknefs, patience, and 
heavenly-mindednefs ofhisblefled Mafter, are the 
objedts of his purfuit, and of more value in his 
eyes than all the honours the world can beftow. 
His zeal is levelled againft fin in himfelf, and others. 
He would rather enjoy a very fmall portion of 
the humility of Jesus in his heart, than all the 
riches of the globe. His language is. 

Let earth and all its trifles go : 
Give me thy only love to kno-w. 

Give me thy precious love. 

6. Falfe zeal is of a proud, domineering, felf- 
exalting temper. The perfon adluated by it, is the 
greatefi egotiji in the world. He makes all bis ac- 
tions centre in that little, great monofyliable /; 
and can bear nothing that Hands is competition 
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itfith it. He is impatient of contradiction, and 
would fain make all bow down in fubmiflion to 
the important idol self. From hence flows an 
intemperate cenfuring of all who differ from him, 
even in punctilios, and an indelicate manner of 
addrefs, unbecoming the gentlenefs and humility 
of a true Chriftian. 

Whereas true zealy though of an operative 
nature, teaches a man felf-renunciation. Its lan- 
guage is, “ Not /, but the grace of God that was 
with me.” It gives all glory to its blefied Au- 
thor, and puts the crown alone on Emmanuel’s 
head. It never teaches a man to exalt himfelf above 
his brother, or to behave unfeemly to him. But 
humbled to the duft, it continually cries, Left than 
the leaji qll, 

*}. Fafe religious zeal is of an inflammatory 
nature. All that are under the influence of its 
paroxyfms, are lb many Phaetons in the church, 
calculated to fet it on fire. Riding furioufly in 
the chariot of felft and giving the reins to their 
tunbridled tempers, they fcatter arrows, firebrands, 
and death, wherever they come. They trample 
names, reputations, &c. &c. under their feet, as 
rotten wood. So that when we take an impar- 
tial furvey of profefibrs, how melancholy is the 
profpeCl:! Imhead of peace, we hear of nothing 
but wars, and rufnours of wars. Inftead of love, 
meeknefs, forbearance, the grand charaCteriftics 
of true religion, we difeover wrath, envy, ftrife, 
anger, &c. Ac. like fo many vultures preying on 
the very vitals of Chriftianity. It is not furpri- 
•fing, that there Ihould be ftorms without the ark; 
but ftorms within it are a difagreeable phspgome- 
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non. And yet fo it is. What frequent lamentable 
effects are produced from the party-debates pre- 
dominant among profeffbrs of different perfua- 
fions ! And to fuch a pitch of cenforious pride 
and uncharitable judging have people juft now ar- 
rived, that we have reafon to adopt the Heathen 
fatirift’s lamentation over the degenerated fenatc 
and people of Rome, Proh ! curia inverfique mo- 

' res ! Of which the pathetic exclamation of the 
weeping prophet may afford a pertinent tranlla- 
tion. How is the gold become dim ! How is the mojl 
f.ne gold changed! Lam. iv. i. How fadly is the 
church degenerated from that purity of manners 
for which fhe fhone fo confpicuous in primitive 
times ! Once, being brightened in the furnace of 
affTuStion, how did her beauteous luftre ftrike with 
aftonifhment her wondering fpeflators, who cried, 
** See how thefe Chriftians love One another !” 
But now alas ! how is her beauty tarniflied, and 
her glory fullied by the corroding ruft of eafe, 
carnal floth, and fpiritual wantonnefs ; from 
Whence is produced that abominable monfter, fpirir 
tual pride, who again proves the parent of that 
many - headed hydra, BIGOTRY, whofe 
womb teems with the locufts of undue cenfure, 
felf-exaltation, cruelty in all fhapes, &c. &c. In 
times of perfeciition, profeflbrs have not time to 
attend to religious feuds ; their chief bufinefs then, 
is to ftrengthen their hands againft their enemies. 
But when the feene is reverfed ; when the Lord’s 
people Walk in the-funlhine of outward peace, 
they often become like ftagnated water, which enr 
genders vermin. They grow dead in their fouls, 
?nd fwarm with the vermin of party-fpirir, fedi? 
tion, ftrife, backbitings j ealouly, pride, envy, 



( X* ) 
fcc. This is apparently the cafe at prefent. And 
perhaps nothing will prove effectual to unite dif- 1 
united profeffors, but a fmart ftroke of perfecu- ■ 
tion, which will convince fame that it would be 
more wife for them to ufe thofe weapons which ' 
they turn againft their brethren, in defence of 
the ark, which totters in the hands of perfons, 
who have neither {kill nor fortitude to bear it. 

But the bufinefs ol true zeal confifts, not in fo- < 
menting feditions, but in healing breaches. It 
labours to propagate the facred fire of divine love, 
and to promote the peace, profperity, and union 
of the church. Its language is, “ Behold how 
good and pleafant a thing it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity!”—It is a very judicious 
•bfervation which I have fomewhere met with. 
That “ a true child of God willies the church 
“ to be not only free from fpot, but alfo without 
“ rent," that it may be preferved as well from the 
rent of divifion and party-altercation, as from the 
/Jtiof of herefy. Whoever is a fubjeft of the pa- 
cific kingdom of the Prince of peace cannot but 
heartily wifli, and earneftly pray, that peace may 
be-within Zion's -walls, and plenteoufnefs -within all 
her palaces. Having felt the turbulency of his 
own paflions allayed by the gracious power of 
that omnipotent voice, which faith to the winds 
and feas, “ Be ftill,” and by which the moft out- 
rageous tempers are hufhed into a bleffed calm, 
he cannot but earnefily wifh, that the fitme in- 
ternal ferenity may diffufe its peacefuf influence 
through the breads of all mankind, but efpecially 
through the houfliold of faith. Senfible how 
much it contributes towards the Redeemer’s glory, 
and the profperity of his kingdom, that the fuh- 
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jefts thereof fhould keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, he often breathes out many a 
fervent prayer, that profclTors may beat their 
f-words of lharp controverfy into plough-fhares of 
ufefulnefs and moderation, and convert their fpetirs 
of bigotted cenfure and inteftine altercations, into 
fruning-hooks of zealous faithfuinefs in reproving 
the fins of others, and in lopping off the luxu- 
riant branches of pride, floth, anger, and worldiy- 
mindednefs in themfelves. Such is the butinds of 
true zeal. 

8. Falfe zeal is known by its precipitancy in judg. 
ing. It never waits to examine circumftances, but 
gives its decifion abruptly, and without premedita- 
tion. This temper proves the fourceof that ftrange 
mifeonftruttian put upon adlions, which, when 
duiy ferutinized into, appear to be founded on a 
juft principle. Yea, fo unreafonable in their de- 
portment are thofe who are led by this infatuating 
fire, that they, will often make a man an offender 
for a -word, and that perhaps of the moft fimple 
nature. But as fueh perfons ever fee with a jaun- 
diced eye, to which every object appears yellow, 
it is no wonder that the moft inoftenfive expref- 
fions are fo wire-drawn, as, by an unnaiural con- 
torfion, to be made fpeak what was never intend- 
ed. But if a judging temper fhould at any 
time have a fair opportunity of venting itfelf upon 
the mifearriage of an individual, we ihall then fee 
that its tender mercies are cruel; every peccadillo 
is aggrandized into an unpardonable offence; the 
mole-hill fwelled to a mountain : circumftances, 
either apparent or fuppofed, are exaggerated : and 
fo, after the partial jury of ftiff-aecked prejudice, 
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unrelenting envy, malevolent flander, defpotic 
pride, infolent loquacity, peevifli jealoufy, &c. 
&c. have given their opinion refpedling the ab- 
fent culprit, (for they never like to accufe a man 
to his face), immediately pompous s e l f fits in 
judgment, and proclaims the fentence of con- 
demnation to her vaflal-train, who, quick as light- 
iring and voracious as the harpyes> fly on their de- 
fined prey, and devour every fcrap of the poor 
iufterer’s chara&er. And, as all is contrived 
in the dark, perhaps he hears not a word of. 
the deep-laid plot, till a certain fwift-winged mef- 
ienger, called Evil-report, is commiflioned to 
blow her fonorous trumpet, and fpread the deci- 
lions of the court of — cenfure far and wide. 
Thus a judging temper feldom flops in its career, 
till it unchriftian the man, whofe charafter it 
tramples under feet. 0 my foul, come not thou 
into their furet, &c. 

True zeal, on the contrary, though it will not 
tamely fubmit to the crude fentiments and unfciip- 
tural notions of every pretender to true wifdom, 
is neverthelefs cautipus in giving its judgment, 
ilow in its determinations, and never pronounces 
uncharitable cenfure. The truly-zealous perfon 
does not haftily thunder out his anathemas 
a gain ft any, even though difcovered in an error, 
knowing that the beft are furrounded with nume- 
rous imperfections. Befides, he is ever prone to 
hope, that, in doubtful cafes, fome circumftan- 
ces may have been omitted, which, if known, 
would elucidate the character of the perfons re- 
prehended. In Ihort, while fome view people’s 
deportment through an improper medium, as we 
kune times d j the fun through a fumigated glafs. 
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the truTy-zealous view it through the cryftal of 
love ; and though in every character, as in that 
glorious luminary, fpots may be difcerned, yet 
are they far from reprefenting it as totally black. 

9. Fa//e zeal often makes people run,into a con- 
demnable negligence in their temporal affairs, ■whereby great fcandal is brought on the. gofp.l, 
and the preachers of it fometimes reproached as 
if advocates for floth. When perfons previoufly 
inattentive to their eternal interefts, and particu- 
larly funk in worldly cares, get a zeal for G o i>, 
they fometimes pafs from the extreme of immode- 
rate worldly mindednefs, to tire oppofite one of a 
criminal remilThefs in their domeftic concerns. 
.Thus in vilium ducit culpa fuga. JJut. there 
are certain pidfeJlbrs, whofe zeal entirely 
confifls in a perpetual round of gofiippin-; and 
news-bearing. Such generally have itching cars, 
heaping to thtmfelves teachers, and are ever plea- 
fed with novelty. What Paul fays of indifereet 
widows, 1 Tim. v. 13. is an exaft draught of 
their character. And -withal they learn to be idle, 
&c. Let thofe rambling loquacious folk but feat 
themfelves comfortably at the tea-table, and they 
care not how matters go at home. Immediately 
(as if the tea had a certain virtue to promote lo- 
quacity) their tongues run upon gofpel-news. Cha- 

.rafters are brought forth in abundance, and torn 
to pieces at pleafure. Efpecially the poor mini- 
fters are fure to fufler. All the particulars of their 
fentiments, perfon, manner of preaching, 8;c. 
are accurately difeufled, while their infirmities 
lofe neither of weight nor meafure by a tea-tabie 
confabulation. They will talk of doftrines by 



the hour ; and, if you were to meafure their re- 
ligion by the voluble clack of their tongues, they 
would feem to be firft-rate faints, yea angels 
in ilefli and blood. But alas ! only follow thefe 
ftippant-tongued gofpellers to their refpe&ive fa- 
milies, and there you will fee them in their pro- 
per colours, and will have abundant caufe to con- 
clude they have got the Jhibboleth of the gofpel on 
their tongues, but little, if any at all, of its favour 
in their hearts. 

Thofe, .on the contrary, that are under the in- 
fluence of true zeal, are active in their refpec- 
tive callings^ knowing, that -wbofoever proviJeth 
not for his ovjft, but efpecially thofe of his own houfe- 
hold, hath denied the faith, and is worfe than an 
infidel. They are fenfxble from the nature of 
things, as well as from the feriptures of truth, 
that indolence can never recommend religion, and 
that whatever fervency they may betray in fpirit, 
if not accompanied with diligence in bulinefs, it 
is not of the right kind, but is ftolen fire. In- 
ward religion has a tendency to make a man dili- 
gent, alert, and happy in his bufinefs ; fo that 
whatjoever his hand findclh to do, he doth it with 
all his might. And while talkative buiy-bodies 
fpend their time, and difplay their zeal, in gofpel 
chit-chat, the truly-zealous man labours to recom- 
mend Chrifiianity by a folid, diligent, holy uni- 
formity of conduit. His motto is. Non magna 
loquimur, fed vivinius. 

10. Laftly, Falfe zeal is of a tranfient nature; 
like the morning-cloud, or early dew that pafleth 
away. It is like a puff" of gun-powder; makes 
a great noife for a while, and then is heard no 
more. It is vox, et praterea nihils a fluctuating 
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meteor, that furprifes us with its fudden brighf 
nels, and equally fo with itsfudderi difappearance.' 
O what fad inftances does the prefent hate of the 
church afford us, of perfons, who fet out with 
a moft vehement zeal at the beginning, feemed 
to promile great things, and carry all before them, 
who are now like the fhuff of an extinguilhed ta- 
per, devoid of any apparent life ! This muft be 
the confequence of all ftolen unhallowed fire, not 
taken from God's altar. Though it may blaze 
exceedingly for a while, and make a great noife', 
like the crackling of thorns under a pot, (to ufe the 
wife-man’s fimilitude), yet, being kindled by 
self, and fed with the fuel of pride and felf-de- 
pendence, it vanilhes in fmoke, and ends in dark- 
nefs. 

But true zeal, on the contrary, is a gradually- 
increafing and continuing fire. Its light may be 
fometimes obfeured by the fmoke of infirmity, and 
its heat abated through the power of temptation ; 
but it is never totally extinguifhed. Many waters 
cannot quench it, neither can the floods drown 
the heavenly fpark. The Sun of righteoufnels 
hath imparted it, and by his power it is preferved 
from total extinflion. Hereby, like the fire oir 
the altar of the fanfluary, it is kept ever burn- 
ing, with a gradual increafe of light and heat, 
nil, freed from all its incumbrances, it is perfesfleT 
in glory. 

It may eafily b€ obferved' from the preceding 
observations, that my dTign is not to difeounte- 
nance, or throw cold water on true zeal, but to 
diflinguifh it from its counterfeit. The Lord 
knows we have fo much of the latter, and eniov 

b3 
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ib little of the former, that we may with great 
propriety adopt the prophet’s lamentation, Hon/ 
is the gold become dim! how is the triojl fine gold 
changed! How little of that heavenly fire is to be 
found among us, which burned in the breafts of 
our lively anceftors, thofe burning and fliining 
lights in former ages ! May the Lord revive his 
work in the midft of us, as in times paft! May 
he rectify our diforders, heal all our breaches, 
and make us burn and fhine more, to the praife 
©f Zion, and his own glory. 

Before I conclude thefe obfervations, I cannot 
help dropping a cautionary, hint to fuch as are ac- 
tuated by a time zeal for the advancement of the 
glory of God. 

i . Beware of drawing hafty conclufions either 
for, or againft, thbfe who appear to have a zeal 
for God. It may be genuine, and it may not. It 
is fafeft, therefore, to fufpend judgment, till 
fomething appears in the conduct which funda- 
mentally clafhes with the truth of God : and as 
it is the Lord alone who fearcheth the heart, and 
knoweth what is in man, we fhould be very cau- 
tious of claiming that prerogative which is pecu- 
liar to himfelf alone. An error on the fide of 
charity, is the moft excufableof any other. For 
want of attending to this, how many have ruflied; 

into precipitate cenfure, and condemned the de- 
portment where it has been truly praife-worthy, 
without calmly weighing circumftairces L 

2. If there be abundant reafon to infer, from 
pui ity of principle and praftice, that the zeal of 
any individual is of the right kind, it is our duty 
t i give encouragement to fuclv. I have known 
feme cold-hearted profeflbrs, who left their fir ft 
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Jove, throw cold water on the zealous fire of thfr- 
burning and fhining lights in the church, from an 
envious principle; becaufe that was confpicuous in 
their walk, of which they were deftitute themfelves. 
Whereas it would be much more becoming the 
.charatter of the difciples of Christ, to rejoice 
when they difcover a fpark of heavenly zeal in anyy 
and to fan it into a flame, by hearty loving coun- 
fel. When Paul the aged wrote to his Ion Timo* 
thy, he did not fay, like fome frozen-hearted 
pvofeflbrs, “ You are too zealous. You muft 
“ come down from the mount,” &c. No. 
This would not be afring the character of a zeal- 
ous veteran of the Lord Jesus. On the con- 
trary, though Timothy was a Jlar in the church 
diftufive of light and heat in an eminent degree, 
yet his fpiritual father ftrives to make him burn 
and ftiine with increafing fervour and zeal, and 
therefore exhorts him to be inftant in feafon and 
out of feafon ; to fir up the gift of G 0 D that 
nvas in him. And thus ihould we aft towards all 
who appear to be prompted by a true zeal for the 
i'nterefl: of the Redeemer’s kingdom ; knowing 
that a blefiing is the portion of all who wifh well 
to Zion. 

3. Take care left your zeal fhould at any time 
degenerate into a rafh, precipitate, cenforious,. 
proud, judging temper. It is really pofiible to 
commit fin even in the vindication of the tru\h, 
where it-is recommended with undue warmth, or 
a magifterial air. It is matter of lamentation to ob- 
serve how remote the conduft of fome is from' 
that meeknefs of wifdom recommended in the go- 
flpel. Such a rugged; ferocious afperity runs 
through their whole conduft, that one would i- 
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magine tliem rather to be difciples of Zens or 
Hercules, than of the meek and lowly Jesus. 
Whenever, then, we fpeak for the Lord, let us 
endeavour to fhew, that our zeal bears the linea- 
ments of love ; that it is by that generous, bene- 
volent, compaflionate principle we are conftrain- 
ed to bear a teftimony for our Lord and Ma- 
iler. Reproofs dictated by intemperate heat of 
mind feldom profit: they are like fcalding po- 
tions, from which we haftily draw away the head, 
as unwilling to digeft them. Whereas exhorta- 
tions proceeding from love fteal like oil into the 
bones, and infinuate themfelves with every fibre of 
the heart. 

Love can bow down the Jlublorn neck,' 
The Jhne to flefb convert ; 
Soften, and melt, and pierce, and break 

An adamantine heart. 
4. Be not hafty in concluding that all is real 

zeal, which may have the appearance thereof. It 
is an old, but true proverb, That “ all is not 
gold that glifters.” Some, who look no far- 
ther than the furface of things, have often mifta- 
ken mere animal fire for holy zeal. Hence it is, 
that a preacher, who gives himfelf an, air of ef- 
frontery in the pulpit, and. has accuftomed himfelf 
to a loud, audacious, and perhaps uncharitable 
mode of addrefs, is often called.a zealous minifter, 
and his thundering vociferations dignified with 
the titles of life, power of G O.D^ &c. &c. ; while a 
more modeft fpeaker, whofe humble addrefs ber 
fpeaks humility and love, but whoft word is more 
genuinely powerful than that of the former, fhaU 
be called a dry preacher. I do not mean hereby t» 
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condemn a lively, zealous, intrepid addrefs from 
the pulpit. On the contrary, confidering how great 
is the trimming timidity of many who preach the 
gofpel, and what a fmall portion of faithful, dif- 
interefted, impartial zeal is amongft us, I would 
wilh to fay any thing that might correft our luke- 
warmnefs, and make us altogether in a flame for 
God. But I make this remark to expofe the ab- 
furdity of thofe who make minifterial power iri- 
feparably connefted with a loud voice, and much 
words, where perhaps the matter is nothing but a 
confufed jargon, without fenfe or meaning. Nor 
would I be underftood to affirm, that every preach- 
er whbfe addrefs is fonorous and aukward, is con- 
fequently not truly zealous. All I mean, by what 
I have faid on this head, is, that true zeal does not 
ejfentially confift in the maimer, and that it is fre- 
quently to be found, where leaft expefted. 1 am 
confcious the church hath its Jons of thunder, as 
well as fans of confclation ; and that both are very 
ufeful according to their refpeftive gifts. I believe 
alfo, that there are mimics of both characters, e- 
fpecially the former, who are neither the one nor 
the other in reality. In order therefore to diftin- 
guifh who are truly zealous minilters, it is necef- 

• fary that we take a view of their deportment out 
of the pulpit, as well as in it. If there be a corre- 
fpondence between their preaching and praftice ; 
if, while in the pulpit, they thunder agairift lin, 
and out of it, reprove it in others, and mortify it 
in themfelves, walking holily and humbly ; then 
we have all the reafon in the world to conclude 
fuch perfons are truly zealous. But if while a mi- 
nifter in his public declamations betrays much fire 
in difeuffing religious points, and yet walks in 
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pride, malice, fenfualiry, love of the world, fear 
of man, &c. See. though he were to fpeak with; 
the tongues of men and angels, I would not hefi-1 

tate one moment to affirm, that his zeal is not of 
the right kind, hecaufe not univerfal. For true: 

-zeal prompts a mini/ter, not only to pr-eacb ivc'l,-. 
but alfo to live well. 

5. If your zeal for the Lord of hofts hath a-, 
bated of its former vigour, O take fliame to your- 
felf for thus requiting the Lord ! Pray to him,: 
that he would revive his work in your foul, and 
humble you under a fenfe of your pa ft ingratitude, f 
It is manifeft to every difceming eye, that the fpi-| 
rit of the church of Laodicea is pouring in upon 
11s like a flood. Many profeflbrs have drank deep 
into the foporrfic water’s of lukewarmnefs, and are 
therefore fupine ahnaft as other men. We fwarm 
with Cambering virgins on the right hand and on 
tnekft. It is a mercy if the Lord does not route 
them from their drowfinefs by the alarming voice, 
of the overflowing fcourge, and purge away their 
lukewarmuds by the bitter draught of fevere per- 
secution. Awake for fhame, then, ye flothfnl 
profelTors. Cray hairs are here and there upm 
you, and you know it not. Yea, the Delilah of 
this world hath ffiorn your locks * your former 
ftrength i» gone; your frame is totally enerva- 
ted; and the Phihftines are upon you. Your fpi- 
ritual enemies are watching a fair opportunity to 
bring you out as alpeflacle of fport to themfelves,, 
and as objefts of concern to the people of God.- 
O then arife, and fhake yourfelves from the duft, 
that lies on your garments through fpiritual doth. 
Strengthen the things which remain, that are ready 
to die. Repent, and do your firft works, left,-by 
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faffing fr6m one ftage of backdiding to anotheiy 
you at length bring a reproach on the cau.fe of 
Christ, and get all your bones broken by a wo-* 
ful fall. Up therefore and be doing, and the 

? Lord will be with you. But, be fure, you begin 
’ at home firft. Search your own heart diligently 
for the A chan, and when found, flay it before the 
Lord ; and then may you fuccefsfully deal with, 

j the hearts of others. Whereas, without this you 
I will either grow weary.of the Lord’s work, or a* 
| hominably proud in it. Be zealous therefore, 

and repent. 
- 6 Laftly, If the Lord has quickened you. in this 

1 day of degeneracy, and you feel your heArt drawn 
Lout in an ardent defire to glorify Christ in body 
l and fpirit, which are his, O beware of growing cold, 
ji Many things from without and from within will 
concur to damp your zeal. You will be fure to meet 
withoppofition from gainfayers; and this you ex- 
peft, knowing that fuch as are horn after thejlefb, 
will perfecute thofe that are born after the Spirit. 
But you muftalfo look out fordifcouragementfrom 
feme velvet-mouthed profeflbrs, who, with words 
fmoother than oil, but dangerous as the poifon of 

lafps, will labour to difluade you from a ftvi£f, zeal- 
ous walk. There ever were, and ever will be 

P certain daughters of Jerufalem, who are not 
[ hearty friends of the Bridegroom. From fuch 
j turn away. With a Angle eye and faithful heart 
i~ nakedly follow a naked Jesus, through evil re- 
> port and good report. Let the words of David 1 ever be your motto, “I will yet re more 

vile.” Glory only in the crofs, and rejoice, 
. that you are counted worthy to fufter fliame and 

; reproach for the name of the Lord Jesus, de- 



( 24 ) 
Wrmincd to know nothing but him, and him cru- 
cified. But your greateft difeouragements will a- 
rife from the remainder of corruption in your heart. 
Hereby you will be often tempted to wearinefs on 
the one hand, and aflaulted with pride on the other. 
At one time the eld man will fay, “ Spare thyfelf.” 
At another he will tempt you to felt-admiration ; 
and will even have the impudence to pluck the 
crown from the Redeemer’s head, and put it up- 
on the abominable idol felf. Therefore O keep 
your heart with all diligence ! Let no vain-glori- 
ous thought remain unmortified in it for a mo- 
ment. Pray that the Lord would enable you prac- 
tically to believe that you are nothing. Ever fty, 

I nothing have, I nothing am ; 
My treajure’f in the bleeding Lamb. 

Thus while you walk emptied of felf and pride,. 
you will be more and more filled with the fulnels 
of God. By keeping your eye of faith fixed on 
your glorious Captain, you will be able to do all 
things. Satan will flee before you ; the world, 
whether fmiling or frowning, will be defpifed ; 
and self in all its fubtile workings daily fubdued. 
Thus the Lord's work will be your delight. 
You will grow more courageous, patient, humble, 
felf-denying, zealous. And the more you get ac- 
quainted with precious Christ, the more 
you will wifli and ftrive that others may partake 
of the fame happinefs. And be aflured, your 
labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord. You 
fhall fee of the fruit of..your labours. And 
when your race is finifhed, Jesus will call you to 
bis precious bofoni, with a, “ Servant ef God, 
“ well done I” 

FINIS. 










