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TO THE READER. 

HE enfuing difcourfe contains the fub- 
fiance of fundry fermons preached in 

a private congregation. Some, who heard 
them, conlidering the fubjeil-matter treat- 
ed of, and the defign in them, with re- 

^ fpedt unto the prefent date of things in this 
nation, did judge that it might be convenient 

} and feafonable to make them more public, 
for the ufe and benefit of others. But know- 
ing hoW remote I was for any fuch intention 
in their firft compofure, and how naked they 
were of all ornaments that might render them 
meet for public view, 1 was unwilling, for a 
feafon, to comply with their defires. Neither- 
was it their importunity, (which as they did 
not ufe, fo 1 fhould not in this cafe have va- 
lued), but their reafons, that prevailed with 
me to confent that they might be publifhed 
by any that had a mind thereunto, which is 
all my concernment therein. For they laid, 
that whereas the land wherein we live is fill- 
ed with fin,, and various indications of God’s 
difpleafure thereon, yet there is an unexem- 
plified neglect in calling the inhabitants of it 
unto repentance, for the diverting of impen- 
dent judgments. The very heathen, they 

faid. 



IV TO THE READER, 
faid, upon lefs evidence of the approaches of 
Divine vengeance than is now amongfl: us, 
did always folemnly apply themfelves to their 
deities, for the turning it away. Wherefore, 
this negieSl amongft us they fuppofed to be 
of fucli ill abode, as that the weakeft and 
meaneft endeavour for under it might 
be of fome ufe ; and of that nature I cannot 
but efteem this difcounfe to be. 

They added, moreover, that whereas, on 
various accounts, there are continual appre- 
henlions of public calamities, allmens thoughts 
are exercifed about the ways of deliverance 
from them. But whereas they fix themfelves 
on various and oppofite ways and means for 
this end, the conflidt of their counfels and 
defigns encreafeth our danger, and is like to 
prove our ruin. And the great caufe hereof 
is, a general ignorance and neglett of the on- 
ly true way and means u’hereby this nation 
may be delivered from deJlruSlion under the 
difpleafure of God. For if their thoughts did 
agree and center therein, as it would infenfi- 
bly work them off from their prefent mutual 
deflruclive animofities; fo alfo it is of fuch a 
nature as would lead them into a coalefcence 
in thofe counfels, whofe fruit would be the 
eflablifhment of truth with righteoujnejs and 
peace. Now this way is no other bxxtjijicere 

repentance, 



TO THE READER. V 
repentance, and univerfal reformation in all 
forts of perfons throughout the nation. 

That this is the only way for the faving of 
this nation from impending judgment* and 
wajiing defolations; that this way will be ef- 
fedtual unto that, end, when all others lhali 
fail, is aflerted and proved in this difcourfe, 
from the authority of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
himfelf, to confront the wiftiom of politicians, 
who are otherwife minded, with a plain word 
of truth and power. 

[ It was hoped alfo by them, that fome inti- 
mation of their duty might be hereby given 
unto thofe, who, having the minifterial over- 
light of the generality of the people, to divert 
their minds unto the petty differences and 
con tells, whilft the fire of Gods difpleafure 
for fin is ready to devour their habitations. 
And the truth is, if they perfift in their ne- 
gligence, if they give not a public evidence, 
at this feafon, of their zeal for repentance and 
reformation of life, among all forts of perfons, 
going before them in their example and en- 
deavours, unto the promotion of them, I un- 
derftand not how they will give an account 
of their trull and duty to God or men. 

And therefore, were I worthy to give ad- 
vice to any of my brethren in the miniltry, 
who are in the fame condition with myfelf, 
as unto outward circumftances, it Ihould be 

this 
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this only; namely, that whilft others do feek 
to obftrudt them in the whole difcharge of 
their duty, and to deprive the Church of the 
benefit of their labours, they would, by their 
own perfonal example, by peculiar endea- 
vours in their congregations, among all that 
hear them, and on every occafion, fo prefs 
the prefent calls of God unto repentance, and 
fo promote the work of a vifible reformation, 
as eminently to help in faving of the nation 
from approaching judgments, and therein, of 
them alfo who defign their trouble ; and I 
doubt not, but molt of them are already en- 
gaged and forward herein. 

This Ihall be our teftimony, and our peace, 
in whatever may befal us in this world. 

Let us not fatisfy ourfelves, that our con- 
gregations are in fo good a polture, as that 
they may continue for our lives; and fo be 
like ill tenants, who care not if their houfes 
fall upon the expiration of the term of their 
intereft in them. That reparation is requi- 
red of us, which may make them ferve for 
fucceeding generations. 

And when any church is fo inobfervant 
of its own decays, as to be negligent of en- 
deavours for proportionable reformation, if, 
after a while, any will deliver their own fouls, 
it mull be by a departure from them that 
hate to be reforped. 

It 



TO THE READER.. Vll 
It is a fond imagination, that churches may- 

render their communion ufelefs and danger- 
ous only by herefy, tyranny, and falfe wor- 
fliip. An evil, worldly, corrupt converfation 
in the generality of their members, contrary 
to the dodrine of the gofpel, not oppofed and 
contradided by a conftant endeavour for 
Jincere reformation, is no lefs ruinous unto the 
being of churches, than any of thefe other 
evils. 

On thefe, and fuch like confiderations, I was 
not unwilling that this plain difcourfe fhould 
be expofed to public view; hoping that it 
might ftir up others, of greater abilities and 
opportunities, more effedually to purfue the 
fame defign, I do not think it needful to 
make any apology for the plainnefs both of 
the matter and ftile in this fmall treatife. 

The leaft endeavour to attire a difcourfe of 
this nature, with the ornaments of fpeech or 
language, is eten ridiculous; it is more fit to 
bear the furrows of fighs and tears, than to 
be fmoothed and flourifhed with the oily co- 
lours of elegance and rhetoric. 

And as for the obvious plainnefs of the 
matter contained in it, it is fuited, as I judge, 
unto them whofe good is principally defigned 
therein. Plain men have finned as well as 
others, though, it may be, not unto fo high a 
degree, nor in fuch an outrage of excefs. 

However, 



Vlll TO THE READER. 
However, oil many confiderations, they are 
likely firft to fufFer, unlefs impendent judg- 
ments are diverted by repentance. 

I do but a little plead with every man for 
himfelf, and in his own caufe. Neither, how- 
ever wife or learned men may be, is it meet, 
in this cafe, to treat them other wife. It is to 
no purpofe to make a fine fpeech unto fuch 
as are falling into a lethargy; nor to difcourfe 
learnedly of the art of navigation, unto them 
that are ready to perilh in a ftorm; they 
mull be plain words and plain things that are 
forcible in this cafe. And thefe by whom 
they are defpifed, from any principle of felf- 
elation, give but an uncomfortable indication 
of what will be the ifiiie of their dangers. 

AN 



AN HUMBLE TESTIMONY, SsV. 

Luke xiii. i, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
There were prefent at that feafon,fome that told him 

of the Galileans, whofe blood Pilate had mingled 
with their facrifices. 

And Jefus anfveering, faid unto them,Suppofe ye that 
thefe Galileans were finners above all the Galileans, 
becaufe they fufferedfuch things? 

I tell you nay ; but except ye repent, ye Jhall all likcm 
wife perijh. 

Or thofe eighteen, upon whom the tower of Siloam fell, 
and few them ; think ye that they were fnners a- 
bove all men that dwelt in Jerufalem ? 

I tell you nay ; but except ye repent, ye Jhall all like- 
wife perijh. 

IT is a part and duty of fpiritual wifdom, as alfo 
an evidence of a due reverence of God, to take 

notice of extraordinary occurrences in the difpenfa- 
tions of his providei.ee ; for they are inftruftive 
warnings, and of great importance in his govern- 
ment of the world. In them the voice, of the Lord 
crieth unto the city, and the man of wifdom Jhall fee 
his name. And there is a mark, left on them, as 
profligate perfons, who will not fee when his hand is 
fo lifted up. An example of this wifdom is given 
us here in our bleflfed Saviour ; who, on the report 
that was made unto him of fome fevext providential accidents, then newly fallen out, gives an expolition 
of the mind of God in them, with an application of 
them unto the prefent duty of them that heard him, 
and ours therein. 

Some things may be obferved in general, to give 
A light 
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light into the context, and the defigq of our Saviour 
in this holy difcourfe. 

I. The time when the things mentioned did fall 
our, and wherein our Saviour pafled this judgment 
on them. 

i. It was a time oi great Jin; of the abounding of 
all forts of fins : the nation, as fuch, in its rulers 
and rule ; the church, as fuch, in its officers, order 
and worffiip; and the generality of the people, in 
their perfonal capacities, were all overwhelmed in 
provoking'fins. Hyjocrify, opprej/ion, cruelty,fuper- 
Jlition, uncleannefs, perfecution, impenitency, and fecu- 
rity, all proceeding from unbelief, had filled the 
land, and defiled it. We have a fuffieient account 
of this ftate of things in the Jlory of the gofpel; fo 
as that it needs no other confirmation. Yea, fo 
wicked were the people, and fo corrupt the church- 

Jlate, and fo impenitent were the generality of them 
therein, that it failed the righteoufnefs and holinefs 
of God, to revenge on that generation not only their 
own fins, but the fins alfo of all wicked perfecutors 
from the foundation of the world; a thing which he 
doth not do but on high provocations ; Luke xi. 50, 
51. “That the blood of all the piophetg, which 
“ was filed from the foundation of the world, may 
“ be required of this generatipn ; from the blood of 
“ Abel, unto the blood of Zacharias, which perifiied 
“ between the altar and the temple : verily I fay 
“ unto you, it fiiall be required of this genera- 
“ tion.” 

There is in this commination an appearance of fe- 
verity beyond the rule eftabliflied, Exod. xx. 5. 
There God declares, that as he is a jealous God, which 
title he aifumes to himfelf with refpeft unto the 
higheft provocations, that he “ will vifit the iniqui- 
“ ty of the fathers on the children to the third and 

fourth generation of them that hate him.” But 
here the vengeance and puniflunent due unto the 
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fins of an hundred generations, is threatened to be in- 
flicted on that which was prefent. 

Something in our paflage may be fpoken for the 
vindication of Divine Jnftice herein-, feeing we may 
be more concerned in that Divine comminution than 
the moft; are aware. 

1. The cafe here is particular. That in the com- 
mandment refpetts'the common caleof dW falfe wor- 

Jhippers, and their pofterity ; but this refpedts per- 
Jecution unto blood and death of the true worfliippers 
of God. Now though God be very much provok- 
ed with the fins offalfe wor/hippers, yet he can ei- 
ther bear with them, or pafs over their fins with 
lefler puniftiments, or at leaft for a long feafon; but 
when they come to perfecution, and the blood of them, 
who worfliip him in fpirit and in truth, in his ap- 
pointed feafon he will not fpare them ; their own, 
and the inquiries of their predeceflbrs, flrall be a- 
venged on them, which will be the end of the Jlnti- 
chriflian churchJlate, after all its prefent triumph. 

2. All thofe who, from the beginning of the world, 
fuffered unto blood on the account of religion, fuf- 
fered in the caufe of Chri/l, for their faith in him, 
and confeflion of him; namely, as he was promifed 
unto the church. Unto him and his office did Abel, 
by faith, bear teftimony, in the bloody facrifice that 
he offered. So it is faid that Mofes, in his danger 
for killing the Egyptian, bare the reproach of Chrift, 
becaufe he did it in faith of tha promifed Seed, which 
was Chrift. They were therefore all flain in the 
caufe of Chrift : And whereas this generation was 

. X.ofifty Chrifl himfelf, and did fo, they did therein 
approve of, and juftify all the blood that was flied in 
the fame caufe from the foundation of the world ; 
and made themfelves juftly liable unto the punifti- 
ment due unto it. Hence our Saviour tells them, 
Matth. xxiii. 35. That they, the men of that gene-, 
ration,ILechariah, who was aftually flain many 
hundred years before. 

3. Our blefled Saviour mentions Abel and Zecha- 
A 2 riah 
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riah particularly. This Zechariah, called the fon 
of Barachias, was undoubtedly the Zechariah men- 
tioned a Chr. xxiv. 20, 21, 22. For concerning 
thofe two alone it is obferved, that the one dead, 
and the other dying, cried for vengeance. So God 
teftifieth of the blood of Abel, Gen. iv. 10. Ancf 
Zechariah, when he died, faid, the Lord look upon 
it, and require it. Hence the Apoftle affirms, that 
Abel, being dead, yet [peaks, Heb. xi. 4.; that is, his 
blood did fo, it did fo then, and it fpake for venge- 
ance, as he intimates, chap. xii. 24. It did fo be- 
fore, and until the deftru&ion of Jerufalem : For in 
the rejection and abfolute deftruition of that' apojla- 
fixed church and people, the blood of all that fuffer- 
ed under the Old Teftament was expiated ; Abel's 
blood cries no more ; nor doth God look any more 
on the blood of Zechariah, to require it. 

But the fame voice and cry is now continued by 
another fort of men ; namely, thofe who have fuf- 
fered in the caufe of Chrifl fince his coming, accord- 
ing to the promife, Rev. vi. 9. 10. And this cry 
ffiall be continued until the appointed time doth 
come for the utter deftru&ion of the Antichrijlian a- 
pojlatixed church-fate. 

4. When a Jinful church or people have palled the 
utmofl: bounds of Divine patience and forbearance, 
they lhall fall into fuch abominable crying fm and provocations, as ffiall render the utmoit venegeance 
beneath their deferts. So Jofephus affirms of this 
generation, after they had rejeiled and llain the 
Lord Chrift, that they fell into fuch an hell of pro- 
voking abominations, that, ‘ if the Romans had not < come and deftroyed them, God would have fent 
‘ fire and brimftone upoo them from heaven, as he 
' did on Sodom.’ 

And we may, by the way, obferve from hence. 
It is a dangerous thing to live in the times of de- ■ 

dining churches, when they are hafenmg unto their 
fatal period in judgments ; fuch as will inevitably 
befal them all and every one. And 
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And it is fo, for thefe three reafbns ; 
1. Becaufe fiich times are perilous, throngh temp- 

tations from the abounding of the lufts of men, in all 
nncleannefs and wickednefs. So the apoftle ftates 
it, 2 Tim. iii, i, 2, 3, 4, 5. If any think they are 
free from danger, becaufe as yet they feel no evil, 
whilft the lujls of men profeffing Chriitian religion 
vifibly and openly abound and rage in the world, 
they will be miilaken. 

2. Though detlruction do not immediately befal 
them, yet when they have palled the time of Divine 
patience, defigning their reformation, they lhall 
precipitate themfelves into bloody abominations, as 
did the church of the Jews. 

3. Judgment Ihall at length overtake them, and 
God will revenge on them the fins and provocations, 
efpecially the perfecutions and Hood of them that 
went before them, and led them into their apofta- 
cy. So when he Ihall come to defiroy My/lical 
Babylon, or the Antichriltian church-llate, it is laid, 
that “ in her was found the blood of the prophets, 
“ and of faints, and of all that were flain upoii the 
“ earth, Rev. xviii. 24. Even the blood of faints, 
that was Hied by Pagan Rome, Ihall be avenged on jintichri/lian Rome, after fixe hath efpoufed the caufe, 
and walked in the way of the other, jultifying in 
her own pradlice what they had done. 

II. It was a time wherein judgments were near ap- 
proaching ; fo our Saviour hiinfelf affirms it to 
have been, Luke xix. 42, 43, 44. Hadji thou known 
in this thy day. They had now but a x/ny, .and that 
now almoft ready to expire, though they law it not, 
nor would believe it. lint the day oj their defla- 
tion approached continually, and when the apoltle 
wrote his epiftle to the Hebrews, was making its 
entrance upon them, chap. x. 2 5. ye fee the day ap- proaching. And we may hence learn that, 

1. In the approaching of deflating judgment on a ■Jinful provoking church or nation, God is pleafed to 
A3 give- 
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give previous intimations of his ilifpleafure, as well la- 
the works of providence, as by the rule of his word;, 
fuch were thofe here fo interpreted by our Saviour 
in fuch a feafon. This, I fay, is the ordinary procefs of Divine 
Prov dence ; and, it may be, no nation, heathen or 
Chriftian, ever utterly perilhed without Divine 
’warnings of their approaching defolation : fome in- 
deed feem to be taken away with a fudden furpri- 
fal, as God threateneth, Pfal. Iviii. 9, 10, 11. But 
this is from their own fecurity, and not for want 
of warnings ; fo the old world, before the flood, 
had warnings, fufficient of their deftrudlion, by the 
preaching of Noah, and the building of the ark, 
by which he condemned the world, Heb xi. 7. or 
left them inexcufable to Divine vengeance. Yet 
they took no notice of thefe things, but were fur- 
prifed with the flood, as,if they had never heard or 
fcen any thing that fhould give them warning of it, 
as our Saviour declares. Mat. xxiv. 38, 39. and 
when-the time comes of the deftru&ion of Myftical 
Babylon, Ike Ihall. fay in that very day wherein her 
judgements come upon her, I ft as a queen, andJhall 
fee no farrow notvvithftanding all her warnings iu 
the pouring out of the vials of previous judgments, , 
Rev. xviii. 7, 8. 

2. It is the height of fecurity in fueh a time andfea- 
fon, either to negkB the tonfderation of extraordinary providences or, to mifnterpret them as unto any thing 
hut tokens of approaching judgments, if not prevented* 

Nothing can be queflioned herein without an ar- 
raignment of the Divine w ifdom of our Lord Jefus 
Chrill, in the interpretation and application that he 
makes of thefe accidents. No doubt but they were 
neglected and defpifed by the molt, as common things; 
to take any great notice of fuch occurrences, is e- pufillanimity, or fuperftition. So it is by 
many at this day, wherein all things, as we (hall fee 
afterwards,, are filled with tokens of divine difplea- 
fure: But things will come Ikor.tly unto another ac- count ; 
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count; in the mean time it is fafe to follow this di- 
vine example, fo as to find out facred warnings in fuch 
providential occurrences. 

2. The providential accidents fpoken of are two, 
and of two forts. 

1. The firft was that wherein the bloody cruelty of 
men had an hand ; the Galileans, whole blood Pilate 
had mingled with their facrifices. When this was 
done, on what occafion, and what was the number 
of the perfons fo flain, the fcripture is filent. How- 
ever, it is certain that it was done at Jeruf :lem; for,, 
facrifices might not be offered any where elfe. Thi- 
ther came the Galileans with their facrifices ; that is, 
either the beajls which they brought to the prielts 
to offer for them ; for they might not oiler facrifi- 
ces themfelves,—or the pafchal lamb, which they 
might flay themfelves. 

Whillt they were engaged in this work, Pilate, 
j) the bloody Roman governour, on what occafion or pro- 

vocation is unknown, came upon them, and flew 
them in a cruel manner, intimated in that expreffion, 
that he mingled .their blood with, their facrifices. And 
this providence is the more remarkablfe, in that it 
fell out whilft they were engaged in their facred 
worlhip ; which carries an indication of Divine fe- 
verity. And it may be there was, as it is in the ruin 

i of mankind every day, occafion taken for it, from 
the difference that was between two wicked gover- 
nors, Pilate and Herod, unto whofe jurifdiftion thefe 
Galileans did belong, in whofe blood Pilate thought 
to revenge himfelf on his enemy. However they 
both combined at lad in the killing of Chrill, as o- 
thers ufe to do in the world ; and fo made them- 
felves friends, leaving their example to their fuc- 

; cefibrs. 
2. The other was a mere effect of divine providence*, 

the death of eighteen men by the fall of a tower in 
Siloam; that is, a place of waters, Andi a running 
ftream in ferufalem itfelf. And our Lord Jefus 
Chrift declares herein, not only that all fuch acci- 

dents 



8 AN" HUMBLE TESTIMONY UNTO 
dents are difpofed by the providence of God, but 
that he /peaks in them for our inftrudlion. 

Both thefe, as they were warnings, as we fhall fee, 
fo they were jigures oi the approaching deftruttion 
of the city and people: for that, in the firil place, is 
the perilhing here intended, as is manifeft in the en- 
fuing parable, wherein the church date of the Jews 
is compared unto a barren fig-tree, which was to be 
cut down and deftroyed. And accordingly that de- 
ilruflion did befal them, partly by the bloody cruel- 
ty of the Romans, and partly by the fall and ruin of 
the temple, towers, and walls of the city, both in- 
cluded in the word, like wife ; ye Jhall likewife perifh, 
or in like manner. But although they were of va- 
rious kinds, and men might evade the confideration 
of them on feveral pretences ; the one being nothing 
but the tyrannical fury of Pilate, the other only 
a fomewhat unafual accident, yet our Lord Jefus 
Chrift finds out the hand and counfel of God in them 
both, and declares the fame language to be fpoken 
in them both. Signs of the fame event nve doubled, 
to fliew the certainty of it, like Pharaoh’s dreams. 

And we may obferve, that. 
Fir 11, Allforts of unufual accidents, or effecls of pro- 

vidence, in a feafon of fin and approaching judgments, 
are oj the fame indication, and ought to have the fame 
interpretation. 

So is the fame application made of both thefe dif- 
ferent figns and warnings by our Saviour; they have,, 
faith he, the fame language, the fame fignification. 
There was nothing at this time more hardened the 
Jews unto their utter ruin, than thefialfe application 
they made of providentialfigtis and warnings, which 
were all multiplied among them, .as boding their 
good and deliverance, when they were all tokens of 
their approaching ruin. For when fuch things are 
rejefted as warnings, calling to repentance and re- 
formation, as they were by them, on a prefumption 
that they were figns of God’s appearance on their 
behalf, they became to be nothing but certain^on?- runners 
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runners of greater judgments, and infallible tokens 
of deftrmflion; and fo they will be to them like wife 
by whom they are yet defpifed. 

Secondly, God is pleajed fometimes to give warn- 
ings of approaching judgments, not only as unto the 
matter of them, that they fhall he accompalnied with 
feverity; but alfo as unto the efpecial nature and man- 
ner of them; fo was it with thefe two figns, of blood 
by the fword, and death by the fall of the tower, 
reprefenting, as in a glafs, that common calamity 1 which was to befal the city and nation. And I 
pray God, that the prodigious appearance of fiery- 
meteors, like fwords, armies, and arms, with other 
things of the like nature, may not be fent to point 
out the very kind and nature of the judgments which 
are coming on England, if not diverted; for as unto 
thefe figns, not only the fcripture, but ail heathen- 

fiories are filled with an account of them. Before 
the approach of defolating judgments, nature, the 

‘ common parent of mankind, did always put forth 1 itfelf in irregular unufual tBings, in fiery meteors, 
comets, earthquakes, ftrange appearances in the air, 
voices heard, and the like. 

The brute elements tremble at the approaches of 
God in his judgment againft the inhabitants of the 
earth ; fo the prophet exprefleth it, Hab. iii. 10. 
The mountains faw thee and they trembled, the over- 

flowings of the water pajfed by, the deep uttered his voice, and lift up his hand on high. 
They are as it were caft into a pofture of trem- 

bling and lupplication. And /Efchylus, an heathen 
poet, in Juftin Martyr, 

J's Jtaj yaaa. Bi/S«c flsAaaTJK, xu^itw f*ry*, ’Oi*» z/j.utt Aso-tsts. 
When the dreadful eye of God (in his providence) 

f is lifted up, all things tremble before it. Thirdly, In the interpretation and application 
made of thefe fevere accidents by our Saviour, in 
his divine wifdom, we may obferve. 

I. Efpecial 
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I. Efpecialjudgments, in fuch a feafon, hefailing ti- 

ny, do not prove an ejpecial guilt, or provocation in 
them. 

This our Saviour exprefsly denies, and that with 
refpeft unto both the inftances infifted on, and that 
diftindly, verfe 2, 3, 4. I do not hence abfolutely 
eftablifli a general rule as unto all times and per- 
fons. For, 

1. The obfervation is here confined,- and limited 
unto fuch a feafon as that under confideratioh; name- 
ly, a time of provoking fins in the generality of the 
people, and approaching judgments. In fuch a fea- 
fon, no affignation of efpecial guilt ought to be made 

. on efpecial calamitous fufferings. 
2. Some perfons may be guilty of fuch daring ■ prefumptuousJins, that if they are overtaken with e- 

fpecial judgments in this world, it is the height of 
impiety not to own the efpecial revenging hand of 
God in their dellruftion ; fuch was the death of 
Herod, Adis xii. 22, 23. 

3. Judgments on private men, in fuch a feafon, art warnings to the public. This is intimated by our 
Saviour in this place; namely, that God ufes a fo- 
vereignty herein, by fingling out whom he pleafeth 
to make them examples unto others; this, faith he, 
was the foie reafon, as far as you are concerned to 
judge or know, why God brought thefe fore de- 
ftrudlions upon them ; namely, that by thefe warn- 
ings he might call you to repentance. Yet I judge 
God dothmot ordinarily exercife his fovereignty in 
this kind, unlefs it be w hen all have deferved to be 
deftroyed; and then, as in the fedition and mutiny 
of military legions, they decimated them, or flew 
fome for an example and terror unto others; foGod- 
calls out of a guilty multitude whom he pleafeth, to 
make previous inilances of approaching judgments. 

4. 'Ihoje who frjl fall under judgments, are not al- ways the worjl that judgments fjull befal, nor are the 
frjljudgments ujually the mojlfevere; fo it is plain 
in tliefe inltances. And becaufe we have inftances g£ 
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of this nature amonglt us, we fliould confider how 
to make a right judgment concerning them; and 

; thefe three things we may fafely determine. 
1. That thofe who fuffered were finners alfo, 

though they were not fo only, or in an efpecial man- 
ner. This is neceflary unto the vindication of the 
juftice of God. 

2. That he who hath made them warnings unto 
us, might have made us warnings unto them; herein 
his fovereignty and mercy towards us, who efcape, 
is manifeft. 

3. That we alfo have an hand in that guilt, fore- 
running fuch providences, fo far as there is any thing 
penal in them. For fuch private previous judge- 
ments are the effect oi public provocations*. 

Fourthly, Here is a fare rule given us of the inter- 
pretation of fevere providences, in fuch a feafon as 
that here intended. Such I mean as we have had N’ amongft us, in plague, and fire, and blood; and fuch 
as we have the figns and tokens of at this time in 
heaven and earth. For three things we are taught^ 

S fafely to conclude concerning them, 
1. That they are warnings from God. This our 

i Saviour plainly declares in the interpretation and 
application of thefe two inftances. 

2. That their voice and language is a call to re- 
pentance and reformation: Except ye repent, &c. 

3. When they are neglected as warnings, calling 
to repentance, they change their nature, and become 

| certain Jigns of approaching definition. And in the 
obfervation of thefe rules of interpretation of provi- 
dential feverities, given us by our Saviour, we may 
be preferved from the excefles of negle&ing, on the 
one hand, what is contained in them ; and of ralh 
judging of men or caufes, on the other. 

Thefe things being premifed for the opening of 
the words, the truth wherein we are inftru&ed by 
them appears to be this. 

When 
* Thefe things were fpoken on tfte burning of fcveral perfons to death, in one of the late fires in London. 
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When a land, a nation, a city, a church, is filled with 

fin, fio as that God gives them warnings or indications 
of his difpleafure by previous judgments ; or other 
extraordinary figns, if they are not, as warnings, 
complied with, by repentance and reformation, they 
are tokens of approaching judgments, . 'iat Jhall not 
he avoided. 
This is that facred truth which our Lord Jefus 

Chrift doth here recommend to our obfervation. It 
is the great rule of Divine Providence, with the e- 
fpecial feal of our Lord Chrift aanexed to it; / tell 
you nay, but unlefs you repent, you jhall all likewife 
perifh. When warnings for inftru&ion are not re- 
ceived, they are tokens of deftru&ion. This is a 
truth which none almoft deny, and none almoft be- 
lieve. Had it been believed, many defolating judg- 
ments in former ages had been prevented, nations 
and cities Ihould have abode in profperity, which 
are now funk into ruin, yea, into hell. See Luke 
xix. 41, 42, 43, 44. Mat. xi. 23. And were it be- 
lieved in the days wherein we live, it would be the 
means of faving a. poor nation from otherwife ine- 
vitable ruin. The ftate is fo with us, that mlefs we 
repent, we jhall perifh. I do not prefcribe unto the 
fovereignty of God in his providential adminiftra- 
tions. He can, if he pleafe, fuffer all his warnings to 
be defpifed, all his calls neglected, yea, fcoffed at, 
and yet exercife forbearance towards us, as unto a 
fpeedy execution of judgment. But wo unto them 
with whom he fo deals j for it hath only this end, 
that they may have a fpace to fill up the meafure of 
their iniquities, and fo be fitted for eternal deftruc- 
tion, Rom ix. 22. 

There is a threefold ifiue and event of the ftate 
we have defcribed. 

x. When & finful church or nation fo attend unto 
God’s warnings in previous judgments, and other 
figns of his difpleafure, as to comply with them, by 
repentance and reformation, this is a bleffed iffue, which 
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which will certainly divert all impendent judgments; 
as Ihall be afterwards declared. 

a. When by reafon of the neglefl: of them, and 
want of compliance with them, God doth bring 
diftrefs and calamities upon a people in general, 
this is a fad event. But, however, under it God 
doth often preferve a feed and remnant, which, be- 
ing brought through the fire, and thereby purged 
and purified, though but as a poor and aflli&ed peo- 
ple, yet they fliall be preferved as a feed and re- 
ferve, for a better ftate of the church. See Zech. xiii. 
8, 9. Ifa. vi. 11, 12, 13. chap. xiv. 6. chap. xxiv. 
13. Zeph. iii. 12. Ezek. v. 2, 12. 

3. When God utterly forfak.es a people, will re- 
gard them no more, but give them up unto idola- 
try, falfe worfhip, and all forts of wickednefs; 
when he fays, why JJjould you be Jiricken any more ?■ 
you will revolt more and more : this is the foreft 
of judgments. Wo unto them, faith the Lord, when 
I depart from them, Hofea ix. 12. Of fuch a people 
there Ihall be neither hope nor remnant, Ezek. 
xlvii. 11. Who would not rather fee a nation fuf- 
fering under fome judgments, as the effedts of God’s 
difpleafure, for the negledl of his warnings, where- 
by it may be purged, and purified, and reftored, than 
to be left under idolatry and all manner of wicked- 
nefs for ever ? 

But the way is here propofed for the avoidance 
of thefe evils. And thefe things will be more fully 
fpoken unto afterwards. 

I fliall firft give fome evidences of the truth laid 
down, and then the reafon of it, which will make 
way for what I principally intend. 

I fliall not infill on the efpecial kind of warnings 
or figns here mentioned, but only on the general na- 
ture of Divine warnings, by the word or otherwife, 
in fuch a fealon, as wherein an abounding of fin is 
accompanied with great evidences of approaching 
judgments. 

1. According unto this rule was the dealing of 
B God 
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God with the old world, which is fet forth unto us 
for an example. See i Pet. iii. 20. with ii. 5. 

The men of the old world were a finful, provok- 
ing generation. God gave them warning of his 
difpleafure by the preaching of Noah> and other 
ways ; during his miniftry, the long-fuffering of 
God waited for their repentance and reformation. For 
this was the end, both of the feafon and of the mi- 
niftry granted unto them therein : But when it was 
not complied withal, he brought the flood on thofe 
ungodly men. 

2. So he dealt with the church under the Old 
Teftament. A fummary account is given of it, 
2 Ghron. xxxvi. 15, 16, 17. After a contempt of 
all God’s previous warnings, with a neglc£ of re- 
pentance and reformation, the time came when there 
was no remedy, but the city and temple muft be 
deflroyed, and the people be partly flain, and partly 
carried into captivity. Accordingly, there is a ge- 
neral rule eftablilhed for all times and feafons. Prov. 
xxix. 1. 

3. Neither have his dealings been otherwife with 
the churches of the New' Teftament. All thofe of 
the firft plantation have been ruined and deftroyed 
by the fword of God’s difpleafure, for impenitency 
under Divine calls and warnings. 

4. God gave an eminent inftance hereof in the 
miniftry of Jeremiah the prophet; he gives him the 
law of his prophecy, chap, xviii. 7, 8. “ At what 
“ inftant I ftiall fpeak concerning a nation, and con- 
« ceming a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 
“ down, and to deftroy it, if that nation, againft 

whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I 
« will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto 
“ them.” Here is the whole of the truth laid down 
reprefented unto us. The nation and kingdom e- 
fpecially intended, was that of the people and church 
of the Jews. Concerning them it is fuppofed, that 
they were evil, that fin abounded amongll them. In 
this ftate God gave them warning by the miniftry of Jeremiah 
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Jeremiah, as he did otherwife alfo. The voice of thefe 
warnings was, that they ihould repent them of their 
evil, and reform their ways. On a fuppofition 
whereof he promifes to remove the judgments which 
they had deferved, and which were impendent over 
them : upon their failure herein, he declares that 
fearful defolatiou fliould befal them, as it did after- 
wards, verfe 16, t 7. According to this rule the pro- 
phet perftfted in his miniftry. The fum of his fermon, 
was this ; It is a time of great fin and provocation 
thefe and thefe are your fins ; thefe are evident tokens- 
of God's difpleafure againfi you, and of the near ap . 
preaching of deflating judgments. In this fate re- 
pent, return and reform your ways, and you /hall be 
delivered: in cafe you do not, utter defiruEiion Jhall 
come upon you. 

But the princes, the priefts, and generallj' all ther 
people, fet themfeives agaiaft him herein, and would 
not believe his word. 

And by three things they countenanced them- 
feives in their unbelief and impenitency ; that they 
Ihould be delivered, although they did not repent 
and reform their ways. 

Firlt, By their privileges ; that they were the 
only church and people of God, who had the tem- 
ple and his worfhip amongft them: as if they Ihould 
fay, the befi reformed church in the world. This 
they dire&ly confront his miniftry withal, chap, 
vii, 3, 4. They fear none of his threatenings, they 
defpife his counfel for their fafety, approve their 
ways and their doings, becaufe they were the church, 
and had the temple for their fecurity. 

Secondly, By their own firength for war, and 
their defence againft all their enemies. They glo- 
ried in their wifdom, their might, and their riches ; as he intimateth chap. ix. 23. 

Thirdly,' By the help and aid which they expedi- ed from others, efpecially from Egypt. And here- 
in they thought once that they had prevailed againll 
him, and utterly difproved his rule of fafety by re- 

B 2 formation 
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reformation only ; for when the Chaldeans befieged 
the city, by whom the judgments he had threatened them withal, were to be executed, Pharaoh, the king 
of Egypt, coming up againft them, they departed 
from Jerufalem for fear of bis army, chap, xxvii. 
5, ii. Hereon, no doubt, they triumphed againft 
him, and were fatisfied that their own way for de- 
liverance was better than that troliblefome way of 
repentance and reformation, which he prefcribed un- 
to them. But he knew from whom he had his mefi'age, and what would be the event of the falfe 
hopes and joys which they had entertained: So he 
tells them, verfe 9, 10, “ Deceive not yourfelves, 
“ faying, the Chaldeans lhall furely depart from us; <! for they fliall not depart: For though you had 
“ fmitten the whole army of the Chaldeans, that 
“ fight againft you, and their remained but wound- 
“ ed men amongft them, yet fhould they rife up e- 
“ very man in his tent, and burn this city with 
“ fire.” Which accordingly came to pafs. 

And fo will it be with any other people, againft 
all pleas and pretences to the contrary. 

Let the cafe be ftated according as it is laid down 
in the, propofition, and explained in the inftance of 
Jeremiah. 

Suppofe a church or people do abound with pro- 
voking fins ; that, during the time of God’s patience 
towards them, and warning of them, there are fgns and tokens of his difpleafure, and of impendent judg- 
ments ; let them feed themfelves fo long as they 
pleafe with hopfcs of deliverance and fafety, unlefs 
they comply with the calls of God unto repentance 
and reformation, they will fall under defolating 
judgments, or be utterly forfaken of God for e- 
ver. 

The grounds and reafons of this rule, and order 
in Divine difpenfations, are many, plain, and obvi- 
ous, which I lhall not at large infill upon. 

I lliall only at prefent mention feme of them, be- 
oaufc 
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caufe thofe of the moft evidence and importance will 

« accrue afterwards unto our confideration. 
1. This rule of proceeding is fuited unto the 

righteoufnefs of God, in the government of the ’world, 
in the in-bred light of the minds of men. This no- 
tion, that judgment, or Divine vengeance, will overtake 
impenitent Jinners, who have been previoujly warned of 

i their Jin, is that which we are not taught, tvhich we 
do not learn from one another, which is not only 
the voice uf Divine revelation, but that which is 

[ lorn with us, which is inseparable from our nature; 
: the light and convi&ion whereof, neither with re- 

• fpeft unto ourfelves of others, we can avoid. This is 
- the voice of nature in mankind; Impenitentfumers, in- 

curable by warnings, are the proper objsSls of Divine 
difpleafure. And the abfolute impunity of fuch 
perfons would be a great temptation untoratheifm, 
as the fufpenfion of deferved judgments on provok- 

h ing finners is with fome at this day. But, ordina- 
, rily and finally, God will not a£t contrary unto the 

inbred notions of his righteoufnefs the government 
j of the world, which he hitnfelf hath implanted in 
j the minds of men. But as for the times, feafons, • and ways of the execution of his judgments, he hath 

referved them unto his own fovereignty. 
2. It is needful unto the vindication of the faith- 

j fulnefs of God in his threatenings given out by Di- 
vine revelation. By this he hath always, from the 
beginning of the world, teftified unto his own holi- 

j nefs and righteoufnefs, whereof they are the moft 
proper expreflions. Thofe firfl recorded of them 
are in the prophecy of Enoch, Jude 14, 15. And 
they have been fince continued in all ages. But 
whereas the wifdom of God, adling in righteoufnefs, 
hath been accompanied with patience and forbear- 
ance, in the accomplilhing of thefe threatenings, there 
have been, and yet are mockers and fcoffers at thefc 
Divine threatenings, as though they were a mere 
noife, of no efficacy or fignification. So the apoltle 
declares the thoughts of the minds of men profane 

B 3 and 
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and ungodly, 2 Pet iii. 3, 4. Wherefore there is 
a condecency unto the Divine excellencies, that God 
in his own way and time ihould vindicate his faith- 
fulnefs in all his threatenings. 

3. God hereby manifefts himfelf to be a God 
hearing prayers, regarding the cries of his poor and 
diftreffed witneffes in the world. When the world 
abounds in provoking fins, efpecially in blood and i 
perfecution, there is a conjundl cry unto God, of 
thofe that have fuffered, and thofe that do fuffer, in 
heaven and earth, for vengeance on obftinate impe- j 
nitent finners. See Luke xviii. 7, 8. with Rev. vi. 
10. The voices of all thofe, I fay, who have fuf- f 
fered unto death in foregoing ages for the teftimo- s 
ny of Jefus, and are now in heaven, in a ftate of ex- 
pe&ancy of compleat glory, witli all thofe of them, 
whofe fighs and groans under their opprefibrs, do at 
prefent afcend unto the throne of God, have the 
fenfe in them, by Divine interpretation, that punijh- i meat he inflifted on impenitent finners; as is plainly 
exprefl'ed by our Saviour in that place of the gof- 1 

pel, affirming that he will avenge his eleft fpeedily, ; 
who cry unto him day and night. Herein God I 
will vindicate his glory, as the God that hears 
prayers. 

4. A fenfe of this Divine truth is a great and | 
effectual means of God’s rule in the hearts of men || 
in the world, felting bounds to their lulls, and re- j 
itraining that fuperfluity of wickednefs and villany, 
which would ctherwife take away the diflinftion, as 
to fin, between the earth and hell. If men can at 
any time free themfelves from the terror and re- 
ftraining power of this confideration, that vengeance j 
is always approaching towns ds impenitent/inners, there [ 
is nothing fo vile, fo profane, fo flagitious, as that 
they would not wholly give up thetnfelves unto it, 
Ecclef. viii. n. “ Becaufe judgment is not fpeedily w executed againft an evil work, the heart of the 
“ fons of men is wholly fet in them to do evil.” 
And God knows, that if impunity in this world fliould I 
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fliould always accompany provoking finners, the 
temptation would be too ftrong and powerful for the 
faith of weak believers, which he will therefore re- 
lieve by frequent inflances of his feverity. 

In a fucceffive continuation of previous judgments 
on impenitent finners, there is an uncontrolable e- 
vidence given of the certainty of that jinaljudgment 
which all mankind lhall be called unto. So the a- 
poftle proves it, and intimates that it is a foolilh 
thing, the effe£t of obftinacy in fin, if men do not 
learn the certain determination and approach of the 
eternal judgment, from the drowning of the old 
world, the conflagration of Sodom, with the like in- 
ftances of Divine feverity, 2 Pet. ii. 3. 

My prefent enquiry hereon is. What is our own 
concernment in thefe things? what are we fbr our 
own good to learn by the blejjed inJlruEtion given us 
by our Lord Jefus Chrift, in his interpretation of 
iho providential occurrences mentioned in the text? 

And this I fhall manifeft by an impartial enquiry 
into the things enfuing. 

1 • When doth a church, a nation, a people, or 
city, fo abound in fin, as to be immediately and di- 
reftly concerned in his Divine warning? and what in 
particular is the cafe of the nation wherein we live, 
and our own therein ? 

2. Of what fort are thofe defolating judgments, 
which, in one way and fenfe or another, are impen- 
dent with refpeft unto fuch a church or nation, and 
confequently unto ourfelves at this feafon ? 

3. What warnings, calls, and indications of Divine 
difpleafure, and the approach of calamitous diftref- 
fes doth God ufually grant? and what he hath given, 
and is giving unto us at prefent ? 

4. What is the equity, and wherein it doth con- 
fift, of this Divine conftitution here attefted by our 
Mefled Saviour, that in fuch a cafe repentance and 
reformation, and nothing elle, fhall fave and deliver 
a church, a people, a nation from ruin? 

5. Whereas this role is fo holy, juft, and equal, 
whence 
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whence is it that all forts of men are fo unwilling to 
comply with it, even in the utmoft extremity, when 
all other hopes do fail and perilh? and whence is jt 
fo amongft ourfelves at this day ? 

6. What -is required Unto that reformation, 
which may fave any nation, this wherein we live, 
from defolating calamities, when they are deferv- 
ed ? 

7. From what caufes at prefent fuch a reforma- 
tion may be expedled, and by what means it may 
be begun and accomplilhed, fo as to prevent our ut- 
ter ruin ? 

8. What is the duty, what ought to be the frame 
of mind in true believers, what their walk and 
work in fuch a feafon, that, in cafe all means of de- 
livery do fail, they may be found of Chrift in peace 
at his coming ? for it is but yet a little while, and 
he that fhall come, will come, and will not tarry. 

Thefe things are neceflary to be inquired into, 
that we may help to beat out the paths of truth and 
peace, the only vrays that lead unto pur deliverance. 
The nation is filled with complaints and fears, mu~ 
tual charges on one party and another, as unto the 
caufes of our prefent troubles and approaching dan- 
gers; various defigns and contrivances, with vain 
hopes and vehement defires of this or that way or 
means of help and deliverance; cruel hatreds and 
animofities on differences in religion, defigning no 
lefs than the extirpation of all that is good therein, 
do abound in it, by all means rending itfelf in pieces, 
wearying itfelf in the largetlefs of its ways, and yet 
fays not, there is no hope. But, for the moft part, 
the true caufes of all our troubles and dangers, with 
the only remedy of them, are utterly negleded. The 
world is filled, yea, the better fort of men in it, with 
other defigns, other difcourfes; we hear rarely of 
thefe things from the pulpits (which are filled with 
animofities about petty interefts, and private diffe- 
rence, in the approaches of public ruin), nor in the 
council of thofe who pretend to more wil’dom. Some ihall 
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fhall think they {hall do great things by their wifdom 
andcouhfel; fome by their authority and power ; 
fome by their number ; fome by owning the belt 
caufe, as they fuppofe ; and with many fuch like no- 
tions are the minds of men pofieffed. But the truth 
is, the land abounds in fin, God is angry, and rifen 
out of his holy place, judgment lies at the door, and 
in vain fhall we feek for remedy or healing, any o- 
ther way than that propofed. This therefore we 
ihall enquire into. 

The firfl: thing fuppofed in the propofition, before 
laid dow'n, was taken from the circumjlance of the 
time wherein, and with reference whereunto, our 
Lord Jefus Chrift delivered the rule of the nccejjity 
of repentance and reformation, unto an efcape from 
total deflruBion; and this was a time when fn great- 
ly abounded in the church and nation. And this fup- 
pofition is the foundation of the truth of the whole 
afiertion; for in other cafes it may not always hold. 
Our firft enquiry therefore muft be, 

When a people or nation is fo filled withfin, or when 
doth fin fo abound among them, as, in conjunction with 
the things afterwards to be infified on, to render their 
falvation or deliverance impoj/ible without repentance 
and reformation ?■ And it doth fo, 

i. When all forts of fin abound in it. I do not 
judge that every particular fin, or kind of finning, 
that may be named, or may not be named, is requi- 
red hereunto; nor is it fo, that there fhould be the 
fame outrage in public fins; for infiance, in blood 
and oppreffion, as there hath been at fome times, 
and in fome places of the world, the dark places of 
the earth being filled with habitations of cruelty; 
nor, is it fo, that fin doth reign at that height, and 
rage at that rate, as it did bejore the flood, or in So- 
dom, or before the final defiru&ion of Jerufalem, or 
as it doth in the kingdom of antichrijl; for in that 
cafe there is no room or place either for repentance or 
reformation; God hides from them the things that con- 
cern their peace, that they may be utterly and irre- 

coverably 
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coverablj deftroyed. But this I will grant is re- 
quired hereunto ; namely, that no known Jin that is 
commonly paflant in the world, can be exempted 
from having a place in the public guilt of fuch 
a church or nation. If any fuch fin be omitted 
in the roll of the indiftmerit, peace may yet dwell in 
the land. It would be too long, and not to my pur- 
pofe, to draw up a catalogue of fins, from the high- | 
eft fhrough-the vileft Mnoleannefs, unto the ! 
loweft opprejjion, that are found atnongft us. I ft)all j 
only fay, on the other hand, that I know no provo- , 
kingfn, condemned as fuch in the book of God, 
wher'eof inftances may not be found in this nation. 
Who dares make this a plea with God for it; name- 
ly, that yet it is free and innocent from fuch and fuch 
provoking fins ? produce your caufe faith the Lord, • 
bring forth your Jirong reafons, faith the King of \ 
Jacob: let us Hand up, if we can, and plead for our- 
felves herein. But the only way w’hereby we may 
come to plead with God in this matter, is fully de- 
feribed, Ifai. xv. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. It muft be re- 
pentance and reformation, laying a ground for plead- 
ing and arguing with God for pardon and mercy, 
that muft lave this nation, if it be faved, and not a 
plea for exemption from judgments on the account 
of our innocency. This is that which, of all things, 
God moft abhorred in the people of old, and which 
all the prophets teftified againil in them. 

But yet, to fpeak fomevvhat more particularly un- j 
to the firft part of the propofition, in reference unto j 
ourfelves. 

There are four fins, or four forts of fins, or ways 
in finning,, which, unlefs God prevent, will be the 
ruin of this nation. 1. The firft is atheifm, an abomination that thefe 
parts of the world were unacquainted with until thefe latter ages. I do not fpeak concerning1 

lative, or opinionative atheifm, in them that deny the 
being of God, or, which is all one, his righteous go- 
vernment of the world ; for it will not avail any man 
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man to believe that God is, unlefs withal he believe 
that he is the rewarder of them that diligently feek 
him. Yet of this fort, it is to be feared that there 
are many amongft us; yea fome that make great 
vantages of religion, do live and talk as if they e- 
lleemed it all a fable. But I fpeak of that which is 
called praBical atheifm, when men live and act as if 
they were influenced by prevalent thoughts, that 
there is no God. Such the nation is repleniihed 
withal; and it exerts itfelf efpecially two ways, 

1. In curfcd oaths and blafphemous execrations, 
whereby the highefl; contempt is caft on the Divine 
name and being. The moft excellent Thuanus, giving 
an account of the Parijian majfacre, with the hor- 
rible defolations that enfued thereon, afcribes it, in 
the firft place, unto the anger of God, revenging the 
horrid oaths and mon/Irons hlafphemies, which, from 
the court, had fpread themfelves over all the nation. 

!>' Hilt. lib. 53. Nor is it otherwife among us at pre- 
i fent, though not generally amongft all, yet amongft 
many, and thofe unpunilhed. 

2. Boldnefs, confidence, andfecurity infinning. Ma- 
ny are neither aftiamed nor afraid to aft, avow, yea, 
andboaft of thevileftof fins. The awe that men have of the knowledge,confcience, and judgment of others, 
concerning their evil and filthy aftions, is one means 
whereby God rules in the world for the reftraint of 
fin. When the yoke hereof is utterly caft away, 
and men proclaim their fins like Sodom, it is the 
height of praBical atheifm. Nor, I think, did it 

: ever more abound in any age, than in that wherein 
. we live. 

3* The lofs of the power of that religion whofe out- ward form we do retain. We are all proteflants, and 
will abide to be of the proteftant religion; but where- 
in ? in the confejfion, and all the outward forms of 
the rule and worftiip of the church. But are men 
changed, renewed, converted to God by the doBrine of this religion? are they made humble, holy, zea- 
lous, fruitful in good works by it? have they expe- 

rience 
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rience of the power of it in their own fouls, in its 
transforming of them into the image of God? with- 
out thefe things it is of very little avail what reli- 
gion men profefs. This is that which is of evil «- 
bode to the profeflbrs of the protefiant religion at this 
day through the world. The glory, the power, the 
efficacy of it, are, if not loft and dead, yet greatly 
decayed; and an outward carcafe of it, in articles of | 
faith and forms of worftiip, doth only abide. Hence 
have the reformed churches, moft of them, a name to 
live, but are dead; living only on a traditional know- 
ledge, princyftes of education, advantages and inte- 
reft, in all which the Roman religion doth every way 
exceed them, and will carry the vi&ory, when the 
conteft is reduced unto fuch principles only. And 
unlei's God be pleafed, by fome renewed effujion of his 
blejfed Spirit from above, to revive, and re-introduce 
a fpirit of life, holinefs, zeal, readinefs for the crofs, 
conformity unto Chrift, and contempt of the world, j 
in and among the churches which profefs the prote- 

Jlant religion, he will, ere long, take away the hedge of 
his protecting providence, which now for fome ages ; 
he hath kept about them, and leave them for a fpoii ; 
unto their enemies. So he threateneth to do in the ! 
like cafe, Ifai. v. 5, 6. fuch is the ftate defcribed, 
2 Tim. iii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 4. Open contempt and reproach of the Spirit of 
God in all his Divine operations, is another fin of the 
fame dreadful abode. Our Lord Jefus Chrift tells 
us, that he who fpeaks againft the Holy Ghojl, it 
fhall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither j 
in the world to come, Matth. xii. 32. That is, thofe j 
who perfift in oppofing or reproaching the holy Ghoft, 1 
and his difpenfation and operations under the New | 
Teftatnent, lhall not efcape vengeance and punilh- 
ment even in this world ; for fo it befel that genera- I 
tion unto whom he fpake. For, continuing to do 
defpite unto the Spirit of Grace, wrath at length 
came upon them, even in this world, unto the utmoft; ’ 
which is the fenfe of the place. Now fcarcely where 
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where the name of Chrift was known, did this ini- 
quity more abound than it doth at this day amongft 
us. For not only is the Divine perfon of the Ho- 
ly Spirit by fome denied, and the fubftance of the 
preaching and writing of many is to oppofe all his 
peculiar operations ; but they are all made a feoff, 
a derifion, and a reproach openly, and on all occa- 
fions every day. Efpecially as he is a fpirit of re- 
generation and /application, lie is the object of mul- 
tiplied fober blafphemies. This iniquity will be re- 
venged. 

4thly, 'The abounding of uncleannefs, which, hav- 
ing broken forth from a corrupt fountain, hath o- 
verfpread the land like a deluge. Thefe fins, I fay, 
among others, have fuch a predominancy among us, 
as to threaten perifhing without repentance. 

Secondly, It is required. That all forts and degrees 
of perfons are concerned in the guilt of fome of thefe 
provoking Jins. For deftruftion is threatened unto 
all, you/hall all likewife perijh ; all, not univerfally, 
pro fingulis generum, but generally, pro generibus fin- 
gulorum. Therefore all muft be fome way guilty of 
them : And this they may be three ways. 

\.P erf anally, in their own hearts, lives, and prac- 
tices ; which includes a great multitude. 

2. By not hindering and preventing thefe fins in 
others, fo far as their duty leads, and their power 
enables them unto. What number of magiftrates, 
of minijlers, of parents, of maflers of families, are 
comprifed herein, is evident unto all; efpecially 
minijlers. See Mai. ii. 7, 8. Jer. xxiii. 14, 15. 

3. By not mourning for what they cannot help or 
remedy : For it is fuch alone as fhall be exempted 
from public calamities, Ezek. ix. And this in 
fome meafure takes us all in. And the due con- 
fideration hereof is neceflary upon a double ac- 
count : 

(1.) It is fo unto the manifeftation of the glory of 
God, in public calamities and defolations. When the 
fwordjlays fuddenly, and dejlroys the righteous with 

C the 
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the wicked; one way or other, in one degree or a- 
nother, we have all of us an accefs unto the guilt 
of thofe things whereby fuch judgments are procu- 1 
red. Who can fay he is innocent ? who can com- i 
plain of his fhare and interell in the calamities that | 
are coming upon us ? who can plead that he ought | 
to be exempted ? There will be at laft an eternal ^ difcrimination of perfons; but as unto temporal ! 
judgments, we muft own the righteoufnefs of God, 
if we alfo fall under them. 

And, (2.) It is fo, for the humbling of our fouls 
under a fenfe of fin, which would better become 
fome of us, than feeding on the ajbes of referves for -j exemption in the day of diftrefs. 

Some may fuppofe, that, by reafon of their perfon- | 
alfreedom from thofe public provoking fins which abound in the nation, that, on one account or other, 
by one means or other, they fliall be fafe, as in fome 
high place, whence they may look down and behold \ others in diftrefs and confufion. But it is to be fear- j 
ed their miftake will ferve only to increafe tfieir furprifal and forrow. 

But yet farther, even the praBice of provoking | 
fins, abounds among all forts of perfons. I do not j 
fay that all individuals amongft us are guilty of them: 
for were it fo, our cafe were irreparable, like that 
of Sodom, when thereHvere not ten righteous per- fons to be found in it, that is, fuch as were free 
from the guilt of thofe fins, whofe cry came up to 
heaven; for then there would be no room for re- 
pentance or reformation. But whereas there are 
feveral forts and degrees of perfons, fome high and 
fome> low, fome rulers, and fome ruled, fome rich 
and fome poor, there is no order, fort, or degree, in 
court, city, country, church, or commonwealth, that 
are free from provoking fins : individuals of all 
forts may be fo, but no entire fort is fo ; and this 
farther entitles a nation unto the condition enquired 
after. Thirdly, It is fa, when the world is full of fuch fins 
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fins as are its own, as are proper to it; and the 
churches or profejffors,fuch as are peculiar unto them. 
If either of thefe were free from their feveral pro- 
vocations, there might be jet room for patience and 
mercy. And thefe are diftinfl:. 

The fins of the world are, the lujls of the flejh, the 
lujls of the eyes, and the pride of life ; fenfuality, 
luxury, uncleannefs, covetoufnefs, ambition, oppref- 
fion, and the like, with fecurity. In thefe things 
the nation is fertile towards its own ruin. 

The fins peculiar unto churches and profeffors, are 
intimated by our blefled Saviour, in his charge on 
the Afian churches, Rev. ii. 3. decays in grace, lofs 
of faith and love, barrenefs in good works, dead- 
nefs, formality, coldtefs in profefiion, felf-pleafing, 
pride, hypocrify, want of zeal for God and delight 
in him, divifions among thenafelves, and conformity 
unto the world. And fome of thefe_ things at pre- 
fent are fo prevalent among us, that they can never 
be fufficiently bewailed. 

It is no fmall evidence that the day of the Lord 
is nigh at hand, becaufe the virgins are all number- 
ing ; and it is nor unlikely that judgment will be- 
gin at the houfe of God. All flefh hath corrupted 
its ways ; and therefore the end of all, as to its pre- 
fent condition, is at hand. 

Fourthly, It is fo, when the fins of a people are 
accompanied with the highejl aggravations that they 
are capable of in this world; and thofe arife from 
hence, when they are committed againft -warnings, 
mercies, and patience. Thefe comprife the ways and 
means which God in his goodnefs and wifdom ufeth 
to reclaim and recal men from their fins ; and by 
whomfoever they are defpifed, “ they trcafure up 
“ unto themfelves wrath againft the day of wrath, 
“ and the revelation of the righteous judgments of 
“ God,” Rom. ii. 4, 5. What can fave a people by 
whom the only remedies of their relief are defpifed? 
What warnings and previous judgments we have had 
in this nation, ftiall be afterwards fpoken unto. 

C 2 That 
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That there hath been no effect, no fruit of them, is 
evident unto all. Their language is, except ye re- 
pent ye Jhall peri/b. Who hath complied with the 
calls of God herein ? what reformation hath been 
engaged in on this account ? have we not turned a 
deaf car to all the calls of God ? who hath mourn- 
ed, who hath trembled, who hath fought for an en- 
trance into the chambers of providence in the day 
of indignation ? By fome thefe warnings have been 
defpifed and fcoffed at, by fome put off unto others 
as tljeir concernment, not their own, by the moil neglected, or turned into matter of common dif- 
courfe, without laying them to heart. 

And as for mercies, the whole earth hath been 
turned into a ftage for the confumption of them on 
the lulls of men. The nation hath been foaked 
with Jhovcers of mercies, enough to have made it 
very fruitful unto God; but, through a vicious ma- 
lignant humour in the hearts of men, there have 
been truly brought forth nothing but pride, vanity, 
gallantry, luxury, and fecurity, in city and country 
every where. The peftilent deceitful art of fin hath 
turned the means of our converfion unto God, into 
inftruments of rebellion againft God. How will 
England anfwer for abufed mercies in the day of 
vintation ? and in all thefe things hath the patience 
alfo of God been abufed, which hath been extended 
unto us, beyond all thoughts and expedlations. And 
yet men of all forts pleafe themfelves, as, if that 
they were over this or that difficulty, all would be 
well again, wuthout any return unto God. Fifthly, Thefe things render impendent judgments 
inevitable, without repentance and reformation, 
when they are committed in a land of light and know- 
ledge. Such the land hath been, and wherein yet 
there is any defeft therein, it is a part of the fin 
and puniffiment of the nation. See Ifa. xxvi. to. 
From the light that was in it, it might well be e- 
fieemed a land of uprightnefs : but how it hath been 
rebelled againft, hated, oppofed, maligned and per- fecuted 
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fecuted in all the fruits of it, is rather, for the fake 
of fome, to be bewailed, than declared. 

And thus much may fuffice to be fpoken unto the 
hxft.fuppoJition in our propofition concerning the fins 
of a church, nation, or people, which unavoidably 
expofe them unto defolating judgments, when God 
gives indication of their approach, unlefs they are 
prevented by repentance; and we have feen a little, 
and but a little of what is our concernment herein. 

II. Our fecond enquiry is, Of what fort thofe judg- 
ments are, which, in a time of great provocation, are 
to be looked on as impendent, and ready to feize an us. 

• And they are of three forts, 
Firjl, Such as are abfolute, decretory, and univerfal. 
There is mention in the fcripture of judgments : threatened, which God hath as it were repented him 

. of, and changed the actings of his providence, that 
they fhouid not be inflicted. See Amos vii. 3, 6. 

1 And there are judgments threatened, which have 
S been diverted by the repentance of men; as it was in 

the cafe of Nineveh. But, in this cafe, neither will 
God repent, nor Jhall men repent; but thofe judg- 
ments (hall be univerfal and unavoidable: And of 
this fort we have three inftances recorded in fcrip- 
ture, two are paft, and one is yet for to come. 

1. The firft is that of the old world: It is faid, 
that, upon their provocations, God repented him that 
he had made snan on the earth ; that is, he would 
deal with him as if he had done fb, which muft be 
by an univerfal deflruftion. He would not repent 
of the evil he had determined; but pofitively de- 
clared, that the end of all jlefh was come before him. 
Nor did man repent; for, as our Saviour teftifies, 
they continued in their fecurity until the day that 

' Noah entered into the ark. Match, xxiv. Yet it may- 
be obferved, that after things were come to that 
pafs, that there was no poffibility of turning away 
the judgment threatened, yet God exercifed forbear- 
ance towards them, and gave them the outward 

C 3 meant 
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Tneans of repentance and reformation, i Pet. iii. 20. 
They had amongft them the miniltry of Noah, a 
preacher of rightsoufnefs, and that continued for a 
long feafon in the patience of God. 

£And let none pleafe themfelves, that they have 
the outward means of the miniftry continued unto 
them; for, notwithftanding that fruit of God’s pati- 
ence, their deftruftion may be inevitable. For as 
God may grant unto them to fatisfy his own good- 
nefs, and glorify his patience; fo unto them, it may 
have no other end, but the hardening of them in their fin, and the aggravation of their fins, Ifa. vi. 9, 10, 
11, 12. And this example of the old world is fre- 
quently propbfed, and that to Chriftians, to profef- 
fors, to churches, to deliver them from fecurity in 
a time of approaching judgments.] 

2. The lecond infiance hereof was in the Judaical 
church-ftate; the people, nation, temple, worfliip, 
and all that was valuable among them. This judg- 
ment alfo, in its approach, was fuch, as, with refpebt 
whereunto, God would not repent, and man could not 
repent, although a day, a time and fpace of repent- 
ance was granted unto them. So it is declared by 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, Luke xix. 41, 42, 43, 44. 
They had a day, it was theirs in a peculiar manner, 
a day of patience and of the means of converfion, 
in the miniftry of Chrift and his apoftles. Yet, faith he, the things of thy peace are now hid from 
thee, fo as that they muft irrecoverably and eternal- 
ly perilh. So is their ftate defcribed by the apof- 
tle, 1 Thef. ii. 14, 13, 16. 

But it may be faid. If their deftru&ion was fo ab- 
folutely determined, that it was impofiible it fhould 
be either longer fufpended or diverted ; unto what 
end did God grant them a day, fuch a day of grace and patience, which they could not make ufe of? I 
anfwer he did it for the manifeftation of the glory 
of his grace, righteoufnefs and feverity; and that 
thefe two ways, 

(1.) In the calling, converfion, and gathering of his debt 
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ele£t out of the perfijing multitude of them that 
were hardened. During the continuance of that day 
of grace and patience among them, for about the 
fpace of forty years, all the deft of that generation 
were converted to God, and delivered from the 
curfe that came upon the church and nation. For 
although I will not fay but fome of them might 
fuffer, yea fall in the outward public calamities of 
that feafon, yet they were all delivered from the 
wrath oft God in them, and faved eternally. 

Hereof the apoftle gives an account, Rom. xi. 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10. It is therefore, in a time of great 
provocations, no certain evidence that inevitable 
public judgments are not approaching, becaufe the 
word, and other means of grace, are effeftual to the 
convcrlion of fome amongft us ; for God may here- 

1 by be gathering of his own unto himfelf, that wray 
, may be made for the pouring out of his indignation 

on them that are hardened. 
i (2.) He did it that it might be an aggravation of 
) their Jin, and a fpace to fill up the meafure of their 
i iniquity; to the glory of his ftverity in their de- 

flruftion ; towards them that fell, feverity. They 
had time to contraft all the guilt mentioned by the 
apoftle, 1 ‘Thef. ii. 14, 15, 16. and were brought 
into the flate and condition deferibed by the fame 
apoftle, Heb. x. 26, 17, 28, 29, 30. See Ifaiah 
vi. 10, 11, 12. 

Of this judgment and deftruftion, that of the old 
world was a precedent and token ; which was de- 
fpifed by thofe obdurate fanners, 2 Pet. iii. 5, 6, 7. 

3. The third inftance of a judgment of this na- 
ture, which is yet to come, is in the deJlruBion of 
Jlntichrift, and the idolatrous kingdom of the great 
adultrefs, and the perfecuting beaft. With refpeft 
hereunto alfo, God will not repent, npr Jhall men do 

| fo; fo that it is inevitable. So it is declared, Rev. 
xviii. 8. This God hath determined, and it fhall be accomplifhed in its appointed feafon ; for flrong 
is the Lord God who judgeib them, and none fhall 

deliver 
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deliver them out of his hand. Becaufe of the impro* 
bability of it, becaufe of the great power of Babylon, 
in itfelf and in its allies, the kings and merchants of : 
the earth, the Omnipotency of God is engaged to 
fecure the church of its dLeQ.x\i&{on-, Jlrong is the 
Lord God who judgeth her. She alfo hath her day, 
wherein Ihe will not, wherein Ihe Jhall not repent. 
When God begins to execute his plagues againft 
her, none that belong unto her will repent of any 
of their abominations. Rev. ix. 20, 21. and chap, 
xvi. 9, 11. Yet is there a day ofpatience continu- 
ed unto this idolatrous perfecuting church, partly 1 

that they may fill up the meafure of their iniquities ; 
and partly that God may, by the word and means of 
grace, gather out all his people from amongft them, 
according unto his calls, Rev. viii. 14. And our 
flownefs in coming forth from them, is probably one 
means of prolonging the day of her defolation. And 
now the Lord Jefus Chrilt feems to fay unto his 
people, what the angel faid unto Lot, when he led 
him out of Sodom, 7nake hajle to efcape, for I can- 
not do any thing until you are efcaped, Gen xix. 22. 
And I hope the time is approaching, wherein he will 
deal with his people as the angel dealt with Lot, v. ! 
16. They are apt to linger, and know not how to 
leave the outward accommodation of the Babylonilh 
Rate, nor clear themfelves of innumerable prejudi- 
ces received therein. But he, being merciful unto 
them, will at length lay hold on them by the word ! 

of his power, and take them out of the city, in a compleat relinquifliment of that curfed Rate. 
Now unto this fort of judgments, there are two j 

things concurring, 
1. That there is a determinate decree concerning j 

them. 
2. That there is a judicial obduration upon the peo- ple, whom they are determined againR, accompany- 

ing them; tliat no calls to repentance or reformation 
fliall be complied withal, fo as to divert them. I 
amiatisfied, upon fuch evidence as I fliall give after- 

wards, 
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wards, that this is not the condition of England j 
howbeit, we have caufe enough to tremble at the 
fevereft of Divine judgments. 

Secondly, The fecond fort of j udgments are, fuch as 
are defervedly threatened and determined, yet fo as 

| that no judicial hardnefs doth abfolutely go along 
with them, to make utterly void the preceding day 

* of grace and patience, and all reformation impoffible. 
They cannot, they fliall not be utterly removed by 

a total deliverance from them; but yet they may 
have many alleviations and mitigations, and be 
fan&ified unto them whom they do befal. A full 

i inftance hereof we have in the Babylonifli captivity, 
; as an account is given us of it, 2 Kings xxiii. 25, 26, 
| 27. “ Like unto him was there* no king before him, 

! “ that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and 
' “ with all his foul, and with all his might, according 
f “ to all the law of Mofes, never after him arofe a- 

“ ny like him. Notwithftanding, the Lord turned 
' “ not from the fiercenefs of his wrath wherewith 

“ his anger was kindled againft Judah, becaufe of 
; “' all the provocations that Manaffeh had provoked 
S “ him withal. And the Lord faid, I wall remove 
1 ** Judah alfo out of my fight, as I have removed If- 

“ rael, and will call off this city Jerufalem, which I 
“ have chofen, and the houfe of which i faid, My 
“ name fliall be there.” 

God had decreed and determined to call off Ju- 
dah and Jerufalem for their fin1, to bring a wafting 
defolation upon them. When this judgment was ap- 
proaching, Jofiah endeavours a thorough reformation 
of all things in the land, religious, civil, and moral; 
yet would not God revoke his fentence of a great 
calamity on the whole nation. The fecret reafon 
hereof was, that the body of the people was hypocri- 
tical in that reformation, and quickly returned unto 
their former abominations, ver. 3, 10. “ Judah hath 
“ not turned to me with her whole heart, but feign- “ edly, faith the Lord.” See chap. iv. 18. How- 
beit, this reformation of Jofiah was accepted with 

God, 
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God, and had its influence into the mitigation or 1 
fan&ification of the enfuing defolation. 

And this fort of judgment is very different from 
that before infifted on. For, 

1. It is but partial; there is a remnant always 
left among a people, that ihall efcape it. So was ; 
there in thofe days ; there was an efcape of it, a rem- -j na?it, whom God delivered and preferved; which 
were as a bleffing in the clufter, on the account ' 
whereof the whole was not utterly deftroyed. This i 
the fcripture very much infills on, Ifai. Ixv. 6, 7. 
Zcch. iii. 11, 12. Amos ix. 8, 9. 

2. As it is not total, fo it is not final; even in the ! 
feverity of his wrath, God defigned the recovery of i 
that people again in the appointed feafon, giving i 
promiles thereof unto them that feared him ; and fo ; 
it came to pafs in the return of their captivity. See ' 
the hiftory hereof Jer. xxxi. 32. God may have, 
for our fins, determined a defolating calamity on this ; nation ; yet, if there be not a judiciary hardnefs up- I 
on us, it may only be partial and recoverable, not as 
it was with lirael, 1 Kings xiv. 10. See Jer. iv. 27. j 
chap. v. 18. chap. xxx. 31, :2. 

3. It was fanSified and blejjed unto them who were ^ 
upright and fincere, and who endeavoured the remo- 
val of it by reformation, though they fuftered in the | 
outward calamity. The good figs, or thole typified 
by them, were carried into captivity, but the deal- 
ing of God with them therein was in mercy, Jer. 
xxiv. 5, 6, 7. “ I will (faith God) fet mine eyes up- 
“ on them for good; I will build them up, and not I 
“ pull them down ; and I will give them an heart \ 

to know me, that I am the Lord; and they Ihall be | 
“ my people, and I will be their God.” Whatever | 
was their outward condition, thofe internal, fpiritual . 
mercies and privileges made it fweet and ufeful un- 
to them ; the third part was brought through the fire, 
Zech. xiii. 8, 9. 

4. God makes this fort of judgment a means fully 
to reclaim and reform them, as many of thofe who 
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in general fuffer under them. They are God’s fur- 
nace, but not to burn ; they purify and cleanfe as 
filver is tried, and not burn up as ftubble is confum- 
ed. So was that church, by their captivity, purged 
from their idols for ever. And many other diffe- 
rences of the like nature might be affigned. 

And in the confideration of this fort of judgments 
lies our concernment. Who knows but that God, 
for our horrible negledt and contempt of the gofpel, 
with all the curjed immoralities and abominations 
which have enfued thereon, and the cold dead frame 
of profeffors under various means of inflru&ion, 
hath determined to bring a wafting calamity on this 
nation, and that he will not turn away from the 
fiercenefs of his wrath, but it fhall overtake us ? If ! there be a judicial hardnefs upon the land, fo as that ! there is no repentance, no reformation endeavoured in 

; this day of patience and forbearance which we yet 
1? enjoy, our defolation will be total, unfan&ified, irre- 
I vocable ; and though another people may be railed 
‘ up to profefs the gofpel in the land, yet fhall we be 

unconcerned in the mercy. So- hath it been before 
in this nation, and in all the Chriftian nations of Eu- 

. rope. Wo unto us, if we thus betray the land of 
our nativity ; if w^e thus give it up to be an hifling 
and aftonifhment! Hearken not unto vain words ; 
this or that way we fliall be delivered : it is the day 
of our trial, and who knows what will be the even- 
ing thereof? But, on the other hand, although a 

; public calamity fhould be determined irrevocably a- 
' gainft us, if we ufe the day of forbearance unto the 
, ends ef it, in repentance and returning unto God, ! we lhall at length have all the advantages before 
' mentioned : it will be \>w\. partial, it will be but for 

a time, it will be fanBified, it will purify the church, 
and reftore it unto a more glorious Itate than ever 

| before. 
| ^Thirdly, There are judgments which are deferred 

and threatened, but not decreed and determined, which 
may be abfolutely diverted and efcaped. This fort 

of 
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of judgments is frequently mentioned in the fcrip- 
ture, and fo alfo are frequent deliverances from them, 
by the ways and means of God’s appointment. 

And concerning them we may obferve, 
1. That this threatening of approaching judgments, \ 

which yet may be averted, is a declaration of the or- 
dinary rule of Divine juilice, according whereunto 
a nation or people, without an interpofition of fove- 
reign mercy, ought to be deftroyed. 

God doth not threaten, he doth not give warn- 
ings, figns, or indications of approaching judgments, 
but when they are deferved, and may righteoufly be 
executed; nor is there any known rule of the word, 
to give an alTurance of the contrary. All that can 
be faid is, “ Who knows but that the Lord may re- ; 

pent and turn from the fiercenefs of his wrath ?” ! 

2. The threatening of them is an ordinance of God, ; 
to call us unto the ufe of fuch means as whereby they i 
may be prevented. 

He foretels our deflru&ion, that we may not be | 
deftroyed, as it was in the cafe of Nineveh; and i 
this is the only fymptom whereby we find out and 
difcern the nature of threatened and impendent judg- ! 
ments. If the conf deration of them be an ordinance 
of God, ftirring us up to the diligent ufe of the !; 
means whereby they may be prevented, the defign 
of God is, to give deliverance in the iffue. If it 
doth not, they are inevitable. God holds the ba- 
lance yet in his hand, and we know not which way ' 
we incline. The beft prognoftication we can take 
is from the frame of our own hearts under the , 
threatenings of them. 

Here lies the trial of this poor land and nation at 
this day : Judgment is deferved, judgment is threat- . 
enedy judgment is approaching, the clouds are the dujl 
of his feet. If all forts of men turn not to God by 
repentance, if we are not humbled for our contempt 
of the gofpel, and outrage againft it, if we leave not j 
our provoking fins, evil will overtake us; and we i 
fliall not efcape. And yet, on the other hand, by a 
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due application unto him who holds the balance in 
his hand, mercy may glory againjl jujlice) and we 
inaj have deliverance. 

Thofe great men, who fuppofe all things pervious 
unto their wifdom, and conquerable by their indu- 
llry, who have a thoufand Jlattering contrivances 
for the fafety of a nation, cannot more defpife thefe 
things, than I do all their counfels without them. 
And when they lhall be at a lofs, and lhalt find one 
difappointment following on the neck of another, 
thofe who attend unto the-advice of God in this cafe, 
ihall find refi and peace in their own fouls. And as 
for them who ficoff at thefe things, andfiay, where is 
thepromife oj his earning? (that is, in the way of 
judgment) for fince the fathers fell afieept all things 
continue as they were from the creation : there needs 
no regard unto God in thefe things; trouble us not 
with the fooleries of your repentance and reformation, 
God will laugh at their calamity, -&c. Prov. i. 2(5. 
to the end. 

This is the fecond thing we were to infill: on for 
the clearing and confirmation of the 
tion before laid down. 

III. Our third enquiry is, what evidences we have 
at prefent, or what warnings we have had of ap- 
proaching judgments ? For this alfo belongs unto 
the indifpenfible necefiity of repentance and reforma- 
tion, upon the approaching of troubles. And they 
are the ordinarces of God unto that end; which, 
when they are defpifed, defolr.ting judgments will 
enfue. 

And we may unto this end obferve thefe things. 
1. Ordinarily God doth not bring wafting, dejola- 

ting judgments on any people, church, or tuition, but 
that he gives them warnings of their approach. 

I fay, he doth not ordinarily do fo; lor he may, if 
he pleafie," futprife a wicked provoking generation 
of men with the mo(l dreadful deftru&ions ; as he 
did Sodom and Gomorrah of cld: And very many 
daily are fo furprifed, as unto their own i/pprthenficns; 

D though 
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though raally God had given them Jigns of what was 
coming upon them, but they regarded them not, and 
fo periflied as in a moment. But ordinarily before he 
executes great and fevere judgments, he gives fuch 
indications, Jigns, and warnings of their coming, as 
that men fhould be forced to take notice of them, 
unlcfs they be abfolutely hardened and blinded. So 
he dealt with the old world, iu the building of the ark, 
and the miniftry of Noah: fo he dealt with the 
church under the Old Teftament, in and by the mi- 
niftry of the prophets. See Amos iii. 6, 7, 8. And 
fo he hath done with all others, who have had any 
knowledge of him or of his ways. They that are 
wife may difeern thefe things. Hofea the laft, Mat. 
xvi. 3. Micah vi. 9. Dan. xii. 10. And in all hea- 
then ftories of the times that paffed over them, we 
find remarks of ftrange indications of approaching 
defolations. And he doth it for two ends. 

. 1. For the fatisfaflion of his own goodnejs and love 
to mankind in the exercife of patience and forbear- 
ance unto the utmoft, Hofea vi. 4. as alfo for the 
manifeftation of the glory of his juftice, when he 
comes to execute the feverity of his wrath. When 
men are furprifed with public calamities, they ftiall 
not be able to fay, would none tell us of their ap- 
proach, would none give us warning of them ? had 
we been told of the terror of the Lord in his judg- 
ments, we would have turned from our iniquities, 
that we might have efcaped. In this cafe, it is ufual 
with God in the feripture to call heaven and earth 
to witnefs againft men, that he did warn them by 
various means of what would befal them in the 
end. This is our principal reafon why this weak, ^ 
but fincere teJHmony for God is publifhed. And this 
fhall be an aggravation of their mifery in the day of 
their diftrefs, when they ftiall ferioufly refleft upon 
themfelves as unto their folly, guilt, and obftinacy, 
in defpififig the warnings which they had received; 
which is a great part of ihe puniflitnent of the damn- 
ed in hell, Ezek. xxxix. 7~:, 24. 

2. God 
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2. God doth it for the end under confideration » 

namely, that they may be a means to call a poor guilty 
people unto that repentance and reformation, where- 
by impendent judgments may be diverted. 

SecondlyyVXxzez are five ways whereby God giveth 
warning of the approach of defolating judgmentst when a land is full of fin. 

iy?, He doth it by leffer previous judgments and 
feverities: So was it in the inflancts in the text. 
The deftru&ion of fome by the fword, and the fall 
of a tower, was a warning to the whole nation of 
the approach of a public calamity, unlefs they re- 
pented. As particular inllances are given us hereof 
in the fcripture, fo we have a general account of this 
method of divine providence, Amos iv. 1,—9. Firft, 
God fent the judgment of the grafjappers, which ate 
up all the grata of the land, and fo occafioned a /h- 
tnine. This judgment being not improved unto re- 
pentance, he called to contend by fire, which devour- 
ed the great deep, and did eat up a part, or confumed 
their treafure, devouring a part of their fubftance. 
But when this alfo was negle&ed, then came the 
plumb-line of a levelling defolation. 

id. He doth it by extraordinary and preternatural 
operations in the works of nature: fuch as are comets, 
or blwzingfiars, fiery meteors, dr endful phantifms or 
appearances in the air, voices, predictions of uncertain 
original, mighty winds, earthquakes,flopping the courfe 
of rivers, and the like. An account of thefe tilings, 
as they were to fortel, and fore.fignify the fatal 
deftru&ion of Jerufalem, is given us by our Saviour; 
Luke xxi. 25, 26. And the ftory of the event in 
Jofephus, is an admirable expofition of this prophecy 
of our bleffed Saviour. See Rev. vi. 13, 14. The frame of nature, is as it were call into a trembling 
diforder, upon the approaches of God in his wrath 
and fury, and puts itfelf forth in extraordinary figns 
of its aitonilhment; trembling for the inhabitants of 
the eaith, and calling on them to repent, before the 
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in the fcripture, the feas, and rivers, mountains, and 
hills are reprefented as mourning, fliaking, trembling 
at the prefence of Cod, when he comes to execute 
his judgments. See Hab. in 6, 7, S, 10. “ He drove 
“ afunder the nations, and the everlalting moun- 
“ tains were fcattered, the perpetual hills did bow; 
“ was the Lord difpleafed agatnft the rivers ? was 
“thine anger againft the rivers? was thy wrath 
“ againft the fea? The mountains faw thee, and they 
“ trembled : the overflowing of the water pafled by: 
“ the deep uttered his voice, and lift up his hands 
“ on high.” 

The mountains, hills, feas, rivers, bowed, trem- 
bled, and lifted up their hands, as crying for compaf- 
fion. See Pfal. xcvii. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Ey thefe figns 
and tokens in heaven and earth doth Cod give 
warnings of his coming to judge the inhabitants of 
the earth. God doth net work thefe ftrange things 
in heaven above, and the earth beneath, that they 
ftould be gazed at only, and made a matter of talk; 
not that they Humid be fubjefts of feme mens curio- 
fity, and of the fcorn of others. There is a voice in 
them all, a voice of Cod, and it will be to their hurt 
by whom it is not heard and underltood. 

'Xdly, He doth the fame conftantly by the light of his 
word. The general rule cf God’s ordinary difpenfa- 
tions of Providence is fullylaid down in the fcripture. 
God kc.th ringnifid his word above all his name : fo as 
that no works of providence fhall be unfuited to the 
rule of the word, much let's contrary to it, or incontift- 
entwith it. And if we were wife to make application 
of it unto prefent affairs and occafions, we tliould, in 
moft inftances, know in general what God is doing. 
Of old it was laid, Surely the Lord God will do no- 
thing, that is, in the way of judgments, but he reveals 
bis Jeer et to his fervor,ts the prophets, Amos iii. 7. 
What they had by immediate revelation, we may 
have in a meafurc by the rule of the word, and the 
declaration which God hath made therein, how he 
will deal with a finful provoking people. So having- 

threatened 
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threatened various forts of judgments, the prophet 
adds, Search you out of the book of the Lord, and read, 
no one of the/e /hall fail, Ifai. xxxiv. 16. That this 
great means of Divine warnings may be ufeful un- 
to us, we arc to confider, 

1. What are the liable rules given in the fcrip- 
tare concerning fin, repentance, impenitence, and 
judgments. Such rules abound in it: And no dif- 
penfations of providence lhall interfere with them ; 
God will not give fitch a temptation unto faith, that 
any of his works fhould be contradiftions unto his 
word. And if we will learn our prefent condition 
from thefe rules, it will be an antidote againll fecu- 
rity. 

2. Confider the ialtances recorded therein of 
God’s dealings with finful provoking nations and 
churches. This God himfe'f riiretSied the people of 
old unto, when they boailed of their church privi- 
leges, fending them to Shiloh, which he haddeftroy- 
ed. And when we find a record in the book of 
God, concerning his feverity towards any nation in 
our circumltances, it is our duty to believe, that he 
will deal fo with us alfo, in his time, unlefs we re- 
pent. 

3. Always bear in mind our infallible guidance, as 
unto God’s final dealing with impenitent fmners. 
This the whole fcripture conllantly, equally, uni- 
verfally witnefies unto; that it lhall be eternal de- 
ftruition: and this will preferve us from dill rafting 
furprifals, when v/e find things fall out beyond our 
'expectation in a wray of feverity. 4. Confider thole figns, marks, and tokens of ap- 
proaching judgments, which are fet up in the world; 
which, whofo doth wifely confider, he will not fail 
in his prognoltication of future events. Among 
thefe, abounding in Jin with feeurity, in fuch perfons, 
nations, cities and churches, as God is pleafed by 
the gofpcl to take near unto himfelf in a peculiar 
manner, is the molt eminent. For thofe figns are 
buoys fixed to lliew when we lhall certainly make 

D d 3 ihipwreck> 
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fhipwerck,if we approach unto them. When thefe 
rules are obferved, when they are diligently attend, 
ed unto, and complied withal, fo as that we receive 
inftru&ion from them, I fhall fay with fome confi- 
dence, that every believer lhall know what God is 
doing in a way of judgment, fo far as is neceffary 
unto his guidance in his own duty, wherein he Ihall 
find acceptance, and not provoke God in the neglefl: 
of it. 

4tA/y, God hath appointed the minijlry of the word 
unto the fame end. The principal end of the mi- 
nijlry under the gofpel is, the difpenfation of the 
word of teconciluition. But neither is yet this 
work, of giving warning of approaching judgments, 
exempted from that office and duty. Chrift him- 
felf, in his minillry, preacheth here on this fubjeft. 
They are watchmen and overfeds; and their duty 
herein is graphically exprefied, Ezek. xxxiv. 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. When God placeth any as a watch- 
man for a people, one part of his duty is to look di- 
ligenty after the approach of dangers and evils; fuch 
I mean, as come on the account of fin, and thereon 
to awaken and ftir up the people to take care of themfelves, that they may not be deftroyed. The 

Jhepherd is not only to provide good pafture for his 
fheep, but to keep them from danger. The watch- 
man hearkened diligently, with much heed, and he cried, 
A lion, Ifai. xxii. 7, 8. Having made a difcovery 
of the approaching danger, he cries out to the peo- 
ple, to warn them of it. But if the watchmen are 
ilothful, and fltepy, if they are dumb dogs, and can- 
not bark when evil cometh, if they are light and 
treacherous perfons, blind guides, that have no vi- 
fion ; if they alfo are under a fpirit of Humber and 
fecurity, fo as that the people are not warned by 
them of their danger ; this is one of the moft fevere 
tokens of wrath approaching. It is a great warning, 
when God takes away the means of warning; when 
he fays unto a people, 1 will warn you no more, by 
giving them fuch watchmen as are neither faithful, nor 
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nor able to warn them, and by taking away thofe 
that are. 

Stbly, God gives warnings hereof, by bringing a 
people into fueh a pofture, condition, and circum- 
Itances, as do in their own nature tend unto ruin. 
Such are crofs interefts among themfelves, incurable 
divifioos, contrary and unfteady counftls, weaknefs 
in fpirit and courage, mutual diilrufts, eflerainacy 
through luxury, with one or other infuparable en- 
tanglement ; which are the ways and means where- 
by nations precipitate themfelves intocalamitous con- 
ditions. In general, as unto this previous warning 
of approaching judgments, God threatens to fend a- 
mong a people who are tending towards ruin, a 
moth and an hornet. The moth he threatens, Ifaj. 
li. 8. Hofea v. 12. Somewhat that fhall eat up and 
devour the ftrength and finews of the counfels of a 
nation, as a moth devoureth a garment. Whilft it 
lies ftill, it feems, it may be, to be found and firm; 
hold it up to the light, and it appears full of holes, 
and is ealily torn with the finger. So is it with a 
nation ; whatever outward peace it feems to enjoy, 
when it is decayed in the wifdom and ftrength of 
its counfels, it is eafily torn in pieces. And in like 
manner he fends the hornet unto the fame end, 
Exod. xxiii. 28. Deut vii. 20; that is, that which 
fiiall vex, difquiet, and torment them, that they 
{hall be ready every one to ftrike himfelf, or the 
next that he meeteth withal; as many of thefe hor- 
nets are at prefent among us. 

Thefe are fome of the ways whereby God warn- 
eth a people, church, or nation of approaching judg- 
ments. 

It concerneth us now to enquire how it is, how it 
hath been with us, with reference hereunto. And 
I fay, 

1. It is not necejjary that God fhould ufe all thefe ways of warning of a finful people, of approaching 
defolations, if not prevented by repentance : It is 
enough unto the ends of this difpenfation of Divine 

wifdom 
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wifdotn and goodnefs, if he make ufe o/'fome of them, 
of of any one of them in an eminent manner. Where- 
fore if any of them have been wanting among us, 
yet if vve have had others of them, it is fuftieient 
to render us inexcufable, if vve repent not. But, 

2. The truth is, vve have, upon the matter, had 
them all, and they have abounded amongft us. 

We have had the previous judgments of plague, 
fire, and war. 

Some may fay, they were defolating judgments 
themfelves ; and fo indeed they were. But where- 
as fin itil! abounded!, and no reformation enfued up- 
on them, in any places, among any fort of perfons, 
they were but warnings of what is yet to come, if 
not prevented. And their language is, except you 
repent, youfijctll all likeivife perijh. 

We have had a- multiplication of Jlgni in the hea- 
ven above, and in the earth beneath; fuch as all 
mankind have ever efteerned forerunners of public 
calamities; and the more they are dtfpifed, the 
louder is their voice to the fame purpefe. -'God 
hath continued hitherto his word amongft us, 
wherein the ordinary rule of his providence in thefe 
things is openly declared. And if thofe unto whom 
the declaration of the word of God in the difpen 
fation of it is committed, have not faithfully warn- 
ed the people of their danger, their blood may be 
found at their door. Herein at prefent lies our 
greateft ftrait; the efficacy of all other calls of 
God unto repentance, depends much on the applica- 
tion of them unto the fouls and confciences of men in the preaching of the word. But vvhillt by fome 
this work is defpifed, at leaft counted unneceflary ; 
by fome it is negle&ed utterly, and others, by rea- 
fon of their private capacities, whereby they are difenablcd to fpeak unto magiftrates, cities, or the 
community of the people, think not themfelves 
concerned therein, it is almoft wholly laid afide. 
For what, will fome fay, doth this fpeaking unto a 
few in a retirement fignify as unto a general refor- mation 
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mation of the people of the land ? But whereas we 
have all finned in one meafure, churches, and all 
forts of more ftritt profeflbrs of religion, it is e- 
very one’s duty to be preffing thefe warnings of 
God within his own bounds and precin&s. And if 
each of us fhould prevail but with one, to return 
effedlually to God, it will be accepted with him, 
who in fuch a {eaten, feeks for a man to ftand in the 
gap, to turn away his wrath ; and will fave a city 
for the fake of ten, if they may be found therein. 
Let us not pretend that the repentance and reforma- 
tion called for, wefpefls the public enormous fins of 
the nation, in atheifm, profanenefs, fenfuality, 
luxury, pride, oppreffion, hatred of the truth, con- 
tempt of the miniftry of the gofpel, and the like: 
they do fo indeed, but not only; they refpedl alfo 
the decays in faith, love, zeal, with love of the 
world, conformity unto it, lukewarmnefs, that are 
found amougft the moft eminent profeUbrs of reli- 
gion. This is our prefent wound; here lies our 

^ weaknefs ; namely, in the want of a quick, aftive, 
zealous miniitry, to call and ftir up magiftrates and 
people to effsftual repentance and tutning to God. 
Unlel's this be given unto' us, I fear we cannot be 
faved. If it be otherwife, if w'e have a miniftry 
that really do attend unto their duty in this matter, 
I beg their pardon for other apprehenfions; but 
then 1 lhall thick it the moft pregnant fign of ap- 
proaching deftrn&ion ; feeing it is apparent unto 
all, that their endeavours have neither fruit nor 
fuccefs. 

So far have we proceeded with our propofition; 
namely, that fin abounds amongft us ; that judg- 
ments are approaching ; that God hath given uS 
manifold warnings of their fo doing. 

IV. That which, in the next place, we are to 
fpeak unto is, the equity of this Divine confiilution, 
that in the ordinary 'ii-ay of God's rule, and difpenfa- 
tion of hi:, providence, repentance and reformation Jhall 
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tuvn away impendent judgments, and procure unto a* 
people a blejjcd deliverance, and nothing elfe Jhall do 
it. Except you repent, you Jhall perijls. 

That upon repentance they {hall be faved and 
delivered, is intended in the fame rule. This is 
the unalterable law of Divine providence ; this {hall 
do it, and nothing elfe ftiall fp do. The wifdom and power of men fhall not do it; fajling and prayer, 
whilft we continue in our fins lhall not do it. Re- 
pentance alone is made the condition of deliverance, 
in this ftate of things. 

Upon this rule, did God vindicate the equity of 
his ways againft repining Ifrael, Ezek. xviii. 29, 30,31. Can any thing be more juft and equal? 
Ruin and utter defolation are ready to fall upon the 
whole people : this you have deferved by your 
iniquities, and multiplied provocations. In ftricfc 
juftice they ought immediately to come upon 
you: But my ways are equal; 1 will not deal 
with you in a way of ftrift juftice; I will do it 
in equity, wlucK is a meet temperature of juftice 
and mercy. And this I make evident unto you 
herein, in that, whilft the execution of judgment is 
only threatened and fufpended, if you make unto 
yourfelves a new heart and a new Jpirit, in fincere 
repentance, if you c jl away all your tranfgrejjions, 
by a thorough reformation of your lives, iniquity 
Jhall not be your ruin. What can be more juft, 
righteous, and equal ? Who can complain, if after 
all this evil doth overtake you, and you fhall not e- 
fcape ? the fame he pleads again, chap, xxxiii. 10, 
Ii. as in many other places. 

That this Divine conftitution, namely. That re- 
pentance and reformation Ihall fave a church, peo- 
ple, or nation in the ftate before defcribed, and that 
nothing elfe ftiall do fo, however men may pleafe 
and pride themfelves in their own imaginations, is 
equal, juft, and good, that it is meet it ftiould be fo, 
that it hath a condecency unto the Divine excellen- 
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des, and the rule of righteoufnefs in government, is 

j evident. For, 
1. The notion of this rule is inbred in mankind 

by nature, as was mentioned before. There is no 
man, unlefs he be atheiftically profligate, but when 
he apprehends that evil and ruin, efpecially as unto 
bis life, is ready to overtake him, and feize upon 
him, but he reflefts on his fins, and comes to ibme 
refolutions of forfaking them for the future, fo he 
may be at prefent delivered from his deplorable con- 
dition. Now all this arifeth from thefe indelible 
notions ingrafted on the minds of men ; that all 
evil of puniihment is from God, that it is for fin, 
that there is no way to avoid it, but by repentance 
and reformation: and thofe who will not improve 
this natural light, with refpeft unto the public, 
will be found, as it were, whether they will or no, 

(to comply with it, when it comes to be their own 
. cafe in particular. Herein lies a thoufand teftr- 
it monies unto the equity of this Divine conftitution. 
I 2. When this rule is complied withal, when re- 
pentance and reformation do enfue upon Divine 
warnings, whereby peace with God is in fome mea- 
fure attained; k will give men truft and confidence 
in him, with expectation of Divine relief in their 
diftrefs, which is the moil effeftual means for men 
to be inftrumeatal unto their own deliverance. 
And on the other fide, when it is neglefted, when 
evil approaches, guilt and terror will haunt the 

1 minds of men, and they lhall not be able to enter- 
tain one thought of Divine help, which will ren- 

j der them heartlefs, helplefs, fenfelefs, and betray 
them into cowardice and pufillanimity, however 
they may boaft at prefent. If thefe two forts are 

' oppofed, ten lhall chafe an hundred, and an hundred 
put a thoufand to flight. And if any nation do 
openly refufe a compliance with this conftitution, if 

i God Ihould fend another to invade them in a way 
of judgment, they would melt away before them as 
wax before the fire. When evils compafs us about, 

aud 



48 AV HUMBLE TESTIMONY UNTO 
and are ready to feize upon us, a redu&ion on the 
negle£t of this rule, 'will difturb our counfels, dif- 
traft our thoughts, diftrefs our minds, weaken our 
confidence in God, and dilhearten the ftoutefl: of the j 
fons of men, giving them up a prey to their ene- j 
mies. 

3. This rule or conftitution hath an impreffion of -j 
all Divine excellencies upon it; namely, of the ] 
goodnefs, patience, wifdom, righteoufnefs, and holi- I 
nefs of God. 

If when judgments are approaching, and deferved, I 
men could divert them by their wifdom, courage or 1 diligence, it would reflefl dilhonour on God in the ? 
government of the world. See Ifa. xxii. 7, 8, 9, j 
10, 11. But in this way of the deliverance of any 
people, there is a falvo for the glory of all the Di- , 
vine excellencies, as is manifefted unto all. 

When therefore in this ftate, impendent judg- | 
ments are not abfolutely determined, yet fo deferv- ; 
ed, as that upon a fuppofition of continuance in 
thofe fins whereby they are deferved, the glory of 
Divine juflice cannot be vindicated in the abfolute j 
impunity; and whereas God hath now prepared all | 
things, and made them ready for their execution, j 
all means and inftruments being girt unto the work, 
his fword is whetted, and his arrows are fixed in j 
the bow, he will firll give warning, then give fpace 
and time for repentance, and requires no more for 
the laying afide of all his preparations for deftruc- 
tion, furely his ways are equal, kind, and full of 
mercy. 

If men will look for, if they will expert deliver- 
ance, without a compliance with thefe good, holy, 
juft, gracious, equal terms, they will find themfelves ^ 
in the iffue wofully deceived. And if after ail this, | 
we in this nation fliould be found in a negledt here- 
of, if the nation (hould continue in its prefent frame, \ 
wherein, of all other means of fafety, this feems to 
be leaft thought of or regarded, what fhall we plead ( for cutfelves? who fiiall pity us in the day of dif- ■ trefs ^ : 
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trefs ? moft men now defpife thefe things, but can 
their hearts endure, or can their hands be iftrong 
in the day that the Lord fliall deal with them ? 
But, 

V. Whereas this way, this means of deliverance 
is fo juft, fo equal, fo reafonable, manifefting itfelf 
to the confciences and reafon of mankind, owned 
by the very heathens, and fully confirmed by Di- 
vine revelation, our next enquiry muft be. Whence 
is it that there is fuch an unreadinefs, fuch an umvit- 
lingnefs to comply with this duty as there is ? that Jb 
many difficulties are ejleemed to he in it ; fo as that 
there is little hope it will be found among us in a pre- 
valent degree ? 

If men, efpeclally fuch as are great, and efteem 
themfelves to be wife, are told that this is the way 
to fave and deliver the nation, they turn away in a 

il wrath, as Naaman did, when the prophet bid hiru 
H wafh and Be clean, when he would have rather expec- 

ted an injunction of fome heroic exploits: thefe are 
thoughts for weak and pufillanimous fouls, who un- 
derhand nothing of ftate affairs. But it will ere 
long appear who is wifeft, God or men. But an 
hard thing it is to prevail with any to think well of 
it, or to go about it, or to judge that it is the only 
balm for our wounds. 

To find out the caufe hereof, ! fhall briefly confi- 
der all forts of perfons who are concerned to plant 

i this healing tree, whofe root is repentance, and 
: whofe fruit is reformation ofilife. And they are 
• of three forts. 

\. Magiflrates. 2. Minifers. 3. "The people them- 
, felves, 
i Unlefs there be a concurrence of the endeavours? 
I of them all in their feveral places and duties, there- 
!. will be no fiich public work of repentance and re- j formation wrought as is failed unto "the turning a- 
! way of public calamities, but yet though it be the 

exprefs duty of them all, though it be thei-r iute- reft, though it cannot be omitted, but at their ut- 
E moft 
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moil peril, as unto temporal and eternal events, yet 
It is a marvellous hard and difficult work to prevail 
with any of them to engage vigoroufly in it. Some 
do not think it neceflary; fome, after convi&ion of 
its neceffity, either know not how to go about, or 
linger in its undertaking, or are quickly wearied; 
fome wiffi it were done, fo as that they may not be 
at the trouble of it. 

Let us confider them diftinftly. 
i. As unto Magiftrates. When Jehoffiaphat fet 

himfelf to reform the church, or his kingdom, to 
efcape the judgment that was denounced againft 
them, he appointed for magiftrates and judges, men 
fearing God, and hating covetoufnefs: and his charge 
unto them was, “ Let the fear of the Lord be upon 
“ you *, take heed and do it; thus ffiall you do in <£ the fear of the Lord, faithfully and with a per- 
** fe£t heart, 2 • Chron, xix. 6, g. Without this, 
there will be no public reformation ; and therefore 
the firft difficulty of it arifeth from this fort of^er- 
fons, and that upon two accounts. 

Firjl, That lYlagiftrates themfelves do live in fin, 
and love it, and hate to be perfonally reformed; yea 
take delight'in them that openly live in fin alfo, 
which is the height of wickednefs, Rom. i. 32. 
When magiftrates are profane fwearers, or fcof- 
fers at the power of religion, or drunkards, or un- 
clean perfons, or covetous oppreflbrs, a great ob- itruftion mull needs be laid in the way of public 
repentance and reformation; neither doth this dif- 
ficulty at prefent arife merely from their perfonal fins and mifcarriages, but alfo from the want of 
convi&ion, and a fenfe of their duty in their places, ■with the account which they muft give thereof. 
For, Secondly, They feem not to believe that the at- 
tempting of this work is any part of their duty, or 
that they are concerned therein: let it therefore be 
never fo reafonable, fo equal, fo important, fo ne- 
ceffary unto the deliverance and falvation of any people, 
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people, if thofe who fliould further it in the firft 
place, do obltrucb and hinder it, it will be attended 
with difficulties. Ill examples and negligence have 
ruined this nation. 

Wherefore we may lay it down as an allured 
truth, which the text will confirm. 

That unlefs magiHrates, who have the vilibl# 
conduit of the people, are convinced, that it is their 
duty to promote the work of repentance and refor- 
mation, at this time, by their own example, and in 
the difcharge of their offices, the cafe of this nation 
is deplorable, and not to be relieved but by fove- 
reign grace and mercy: for what lhall the people 
do, when they fee their guides, unto whofe pattern 
they conform themfelves, utterly regardlefs of any 
fuch thing? This is one means of the difficulty which 
is found among us, of affe&ing the minds of men 
with this equal conllitution. 

a. Thofe who are principally concerned herein, 
are Minjlers, or thofe who have the adminiftration 
of the word and ordinances of the gofpel committed 
unto them. Unto thefe is this work given in 
charge in an efpeciai manner. They have th& 
principal means of repentance and reformation com- 
mitted to their management. From them is the 
beginning and carrying on of this work expfted and 
required. Hereof, as unto thtfir fincerity and dili- 
gence, they mull give an account at the laft day. 
And if this fpring be flopped, whence Ihould the 
refreffiing waters of repentance and reformation a- 
rife? But yet herein the principal difficulty of the 
w'hole work doth conlilt: For, 

Firji, Some there are pretending unto this office 
in whom lies no fmall part of the evil that is to 
be reformed. Perfons who labour among the 
moll forward to fill up the meafure of the iniquities 
of this nation; fuch as whofe ignorance, negli- 
gence, profanefs, and debauchery, are in all their 
effects transfufed and communicated unto all that 
are about them: lhall we exped that fuch perfons 

El , will 
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will be inftrumentaHn the reforming of others, who 
bate to be reformed themfelves ? Jer. xxiii. 15. It 
w as fo of old. But, 

Secondly, There are very few of this fort of per- 
fons .who will be at the charge of carrying on this 
work. They may quickly find what it will coll: 
them; for unlefs they are exemplary in it them- 
felves, it is in vain once to attempt the preffing of 
it upon others. They cannot go about it without 
great retrenchings of that which they have eftecm- 
ed their liberty in the courfe of their converfations. 
All compliance with unreformed perfons for fecu- 
lar ends ; all conformity unto the courfe of the 
world, in j dities, and pride of life; all oftentation of 
riches, wealth and power ; all felf-feeking, and felf- 
pleafing; all lightnefs,and carnal confidences,muft ut- 
terly be caft away : and not only fo, but unlefs, by 
ihccflant prayers and fupplications, with earnellnefs 
and perfeverance, they labour for frejh amointings 
With the Spirit of grace in their own fouls, that 
faith and love and zeal for God, and compaffion for 
the fouls of men, and readinefs for the crofs, may 
revive and fiouriih in them, they will not be ufeful 
lior inftrumental in this work. And is it any won- 
der, that the mofl: of them think it better to fuffer 
things to go on at the prefent rate, than to venture 
at that which will cojl them fo dear in its pnrfuit ■ 
The truth is, I know very few, if any, who are 
meet and fit to engage in this work in a viiible emi- 
nent manner : thofe who have the belt, almolt the 
only opportunities for it, feem to be afleep. 

Thirdly; Befides the charge they mull be at them- 
felves, they perceive the oppofition they fhall meet 
withal from others. They find that they ihall 
not only difoblige and provoke-all forts of perfons, 
and lofe many of their ufeful friends, but alfo ex- 
pofe themfelves unto obloquy, fcorn, contempt, and 
reproach of all forts. He is a loll man in this world,, who, without refpeft of perfons, will engage 
ferioufiy in this work; every day he fixall find one 
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or other difpleafed, if not provoked. This neither 
they nor their families can well bear withal. In- 
-deed, the hardeft and xnoft difficult fervice that ever 
God called any of his miniftfers unto, excepting on- 
ly Jefus Chrifl and his apoftles, hath been in the 
endeavouring, the refortnation of backfliding or fpi- 
ritually decayed churches. Thefe are the two wit- 
nejfes which in all ages have prophejied in fackdoth. 
Such was the mininry of Elijah, which brought 
him unto that conclufion, and an earnefl longing to 
be delivered by death from his work and miniftry, 
2 Kings six. 4. So was that of Jeremiah, in. the 
like feafort, whereof he fo complains, chap. xv. 10. 
John the Baptift, in the fame work, loft firft his li- 
berty, then his life. And in'after-ages, Cbryfoftom^ 
for the fame caufe, was hated by the clergy, perfe- 

, cuted by the court, and at length driven into ba- 
hifhrhent, where he died. Moft men care not how 
little a fhare they have in fuch a work as this, 
Whofe reward will reach them according to the pro- 
portion of their engagement in it. All churches, 
all perfons almoft, would willingly be let alone in 
the condition -wherein they are : they that would 
prefs them unto due reformation, ever were, and 
ever will be looked on as their troublers. 

Hetice then it is, that our wound is incurable. 
Few of this fott are convinced of the prefent neceffi- 
ty of this duty; they hope things are indifferently* 
well with them and their flocks, that they may en-. 
dure their time well enough : few are willing to 
undergo the charge and trouble of it, to put aljt 
their prefent circutnftances into diforder, few have 
received an anointing for thee; many are able to 
difpute againfl: any attempts of it; and not a few 
have expedlations of flrange deliverances without 
it. What is left us in this cafe fliall afterwards, 
be declared. 

3. It is difficult alfo on the account of the people 
that are to-be reformed. It is hard to convince 
them of its neceffity^ hard to perfuade them to en- 

E 3 deavocu 
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deavour it; hard to get them to perfevere in at- 
tempts for it. 

Some of the reafons hereof we may briefly con- 
fider : As, 

i. That felf-juftification and approbation ofthem- 
felves, which all forts of perfons, both by nature 
and by incurable prejudices, are inclined unto, lie 
at the bottom of this fatal negligence. When they 
fee all things amifs, they will grant that there is 
fome reformation neceflary; but that it is fo for o- 
thers, and not for them. Thofe that are worfe than 
they (as there are but few who do not think, on one 
pretence or other, that there are many worfe than 
themfelves), they fuppofe this duty is necefl'ary un- 
to ; but not unto them. And if there are none vi- 
fibly fo, yet they.will make them and judge them 
fo to be. But whilft m^n have a form of godlineft, 
though they deny the power thereof, they will jufti- 
fy themfelves from all need of reformation. Chur- 
ches will do fo, and all forts of profeflbrs of religion 
will do fo; efpecially if they have any peculiar no- 
tion or pradtice, which they value themfelves upon. 
So was it with the Jews of old, Jer. vii. 6, 7.; and ■with the Pharifees in the days of our Saviour, John 
ix. 40. It is fo at this day; and it is a rare thing 
to meet with any who will own themfelves to fland 
in need of real laborious reformation. 

Hence it is that no churches would ever reform 
ihemfelvss, which have been the caufe of all divifion 
and feperation, whereby fome have been faved from 
a general apoflafy. They all approve themfelves 
in their flate and condition, which is come to that 
height in the papal church, that they boaft them- 
felves infallible, and not capable of reformation in 
any thing. I pray God fecure others from the like 
prefumptions ; it will be their ruin by whom they 
are entertained; yet fo it is at this day. Moil 
churches think they need more revenues, more ho- 
nour more freedom from oppofuion, more fubmijjion of 
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all men unto them; but they almoft abhor the 
thoughts that they Hand in need of any reformation. 

2. The nature of the work itfelf renders it diffi- 
cult ; for it requires a general change of the eourfe 
wherein men may have been engaged; a thing as 
difficult, as to caufe the ftreams of a mighty river 
to change their courfe, and run backward. Vici- 
ous habits muft be fubdued, inclinations, riveted in 
the mind by long praftice and cuftom, be call out, 
ways of converfation promoted and flrengthened by 
all forts of circumflances changed; which render 
the work unto fosne men impoflible. So the pro- 
phet declares it, Jer. xiii. 23. “ Can the Ethiopian 
“ change his fkin, or the leopard his fpots ? then 
“ may ye alfo do good, who are accuflomed to 
“ evil.” Men cannot eafily unlearn what they have 
been fo taught or accultpmed unto. The mighty 
power of God on the fouls of men, both as unto in- 
dividual perfons, and whole focieties; is required 
unto this change; fo it may be wrought, and not o- 
therwife, Ifa. xi. 6, 7, 8, 9. 

3. The advantage which many make unto them- 
felves, by the prefent pofture of things, and fear of 
alterations by reformation, is a mountain in the way, 
a mighty obflacleagainft entertaining ferious thoughts 
about it. 

4. The fcripture moft frequently cafts the caufe 
hereof on mens fecurity in their earthly enjoyments. 
This keeps them fafe from hearing God’s calls, or 
taking notice of his warnings: and therefore it is 
laid down, as the caufe and conflant forerunner of 
all defolaling judgments. It is at large infifted u- 
pon by our Saviour himfelf, Matth. xxiv. 37, 38. 
Luke xvii. 26. 

Now this fecurity is like the difeafe in the body, 
which is commonly called the /curvy; it is not any 
Angle diftemper or difeafe, but a complication or 
concurrence of many prevalent diftempers. Secu- 
rity is not the name of any one vicious habit or in- 
clination of the mind, but it is a concurrent com- 

plication 
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plication of many ; fpiritual ftupidity and flotll, cal- 
led a fpirit of flumber, love of the wdrld, carnal wif- 
dom, groundlefs hopes of lifey all proceeding from un- 
belief do concur in its confutation. And if a prac- 
tice in a courfe of fin have for fotne feafon enfued 
on thefe principles, whereby confciehce comes to be 
feared, or is made fenfelefs, the cafe of thofe in 
whom it is, is, for the meft part, remedilefs. And 
not a few of this fort are atr.ongft us. And many other reafons there are, rendering this 
tvork full of difficulty, though it be fo neceflary, fo 
juft and equal. As for thofe by whom all thefe 
things are defpifed, and even fcoffed at, fome- 
thing lhall be fpoken afterwards unto them, or con- 
cerning them. 

But yet this confideratiort ought not to deter any 
from endeavouring the difcharge of their Own duty 
herein: for as We have feeh, it is indifpenfably ne- 
eefTary, that we and the nation may be faved from 
defolating judgments; fo we fliall fee afterwards 
how and by what means this difficulty may be fur- 
mounted, and thofe obftacles removed out of the 
way. However, happy will they be, be they ever 
fo few, never fo poor, never fo unknown to the 
world, whom OcAJball find fo doing, when he arif- 
eth out of his place to ffiake the earth terribly. 

VI. I fhall therefore, in the next place, to bring 
all things nearer home, equire, What is the nature 
of that repentance and reformation vohich at this time 
God requires of Us all, that we may not perijh in his 

fore difpleafure. 
After a deuziflation made of the treafure of the Ro- 

man empire, by fundry tyrants fucceffively, Vefpa- 
fiaji coming to the government, acquainted the fe?iate, 
that there was need of fo many millions of money, that 
the empire might Jlaiid; not that it might fiourijh and 
grtiw vigorous i where unto much more was required; 
but that it might he ptSferYed front difl'olution and 
ruin: And 1 lhall propoie, not what is requifite to render 
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render tae church of God in this nation orderlj, 

^ beautiful, and vigorous, but only what is neceffary 
j that it may flgnd and live, by a deliverance from 

defolating judgments. And, 
1. The repentance which, in any cafe, God requi- 

reth abfolutely, is that which is internal and real, in 
' faicere convcrfion unto himfdf, accompanied with fruits 

meet for fuch repentance. So is it declared, Ezek. 
xviii. 30, 31. “Therefore I will judge you, O 
“ houfe of Ifrael, every one according unto his ways, 

1 “ faith the Lord God: repent and turn yourfelves 
from ail your tr&nfgreffions, fo iniquity liiall not 

. “ be your ruin. Call away from you all your tranf- 
£ “ greffions, whereby you have tranfgreded, and make 

•“ you a new heart, ana a new fpirit, for why will 
; “ you die, O houfe of Ifrael?” A neve heart, and a 

new /pirit, or real internal converfion unto God by 
, the grace of the covenant, is required in this repent* 
j} ance, as the renunciation and rclinquilhment of all 
, iniquities mud be the fruit of it. So aifo is it ex- 

prefledj Ifa. i. 16, 17. Internal purification of the 
heart, with the praftice of univerfal obedience, and 
abftinence of all fin, is that which God requires. 

This is that repentance which was the fubjeft of 
the minillry of John the Baptill; on the negleft 

; whereof, he threatened the people with final exci* 
fion ; which accordingly not long after befel them. 
Mat. iii. 8, 9. iq. God doth not require a feigned 

I repentance, or that which is merely outward and 
temporary. In this cafe, fee Joel ii. 12, 13. But, 

2. Where there is repentance and reformation that 
i are real in the root or caufe of them, which is an 
' effedtual convi&ion of fin, and fenfe of enfviing, ap- 
, preaching judgments, giving teftimony of fincerity 

m its fruits, by an abltinence from open provoking 
I fins, and the performance of known duties, unto its 

fincerity; in both which, a fenfe and reverence of 
| God is owned, though it be not in many, in the molt, 

it may be in few, abfolutelyJincere and holy, yet may 
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it prevail to the turning away of threatened judg- j 
ments, at lead; for a feafon. 

Thefe things therefore are required unto this re- 
pentance. 

1. Areal convittion offin, in them that are called : 
unto it, or do make profeffion of it. If this lie not ; 
in the foundation, no expreffion of repentance, no J 
profeflion of reformation is of any value in the fight J 
of God : yea, it is a mocking of him, which is the i 
higheft provocation. Men, without this'conviftion, 
may be driven to fomewhiat that looks like repentance | 
and reformation; as the keeping of days offajling or 
humiliation, by outward force or compulfion of law; ! 
but there is nothing in what they do, of what we | 
enquire after. By fuch days and ways they fhall ne- | 
vcr fave the nation, Jer. iii. 10. 

2. A realfenfe of God's, difpleafure, and the ap- 
proach of difplating judgments. It is not enough that 
we have a convi&ion and fenfe of our own fins, but i 
we mu ft have them alfo of the fins of the nation, 
whereby God is provoked to anger; and apprehen- 
fions of his difpleafure are to influence our minds in 
all that we go about herein. Unlefs thefe abide and 
dwell in our minds, unlefs they accompany us con- 
tinually in all our ways and occafions, rife and lie 
down with us, we ftiall not cordially engage in this 
duty. 

3. Real reformation is an abjlinence from all known \ 
fn, and the avowed fruits of a reformed converfa- j 
tion are required hereunto, Mat. iii. 10. 

4. That it be perfjled in, Hof. vi. 1. 
On thefe fuppofitions, that this repentance is ufe- 

ful unto the end propofed, is made fully evident in 
the inftances of Nineveh, and of Ahab, 1 Kings xxi. 
27, 28, 29. Ahab, in his repentance and humilia- 
tion, manifefted a deep fenfe of the guilt of fin, and 
divine difpleafure. <SVf/? rZ>ow, faith God, to Elijah, 
how he humbleth himfelf ? It might eafily be known 
and taken notice of. There is an humiliation de- 
fcribed by the prophet Ifaiah, chap. Ivxii. 1,—5* ' which. I 
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■which God abhorreth, and which fliall be profitable 
for nothing. Such have been the humiliations a- 
mong us for the moft part: But although it be the 
duty of every man to endeavour that his repentance 
and reformation do confift in a fincere, internal, cor- 
dial converfion unto God, which the divine calls do 
intend; without which, it will not be of advantage 
unto his own fonl, as unto his eternal condition ; 
yet as unto the turning away of temporal calamities, 
at leaft as to the fufpenfion of them, fuch a public 
repentance and reformation, as evidence themfelves 
in their fruits, do proceed from a real fenfe of fin 
and judgment, may be ufeful and prevalent. In brief, 
the repentance which God requireth, with refpedt to 
his covenant, that the fouls of men may be faved, 
unto the glory of his grace by Jefus Chrift, is eter- 
nal, fpiritual, fupernatural, whereby the whole foul 
is renewed, changed, and turned unto himfelf. But 
as God is the fupreme governour of the world in 
temporal things, with refpeft unto the difpenfation 
of his providence in mercies and judgments, there may 
be a repentance and reformation, wherein his glory 
is vindicated in a vifible compliance with his calls 
and warnings, and an acknowledgement of him in 
his righteous judgments, which may be of ufe unto 
the end propofed. Befides, wherever there is a 
a general reformation of life fincerely attempted, it 
is to be believed, that in many it is fpiritual and 
faving. 

3. The repentance and reformation required muft 
be fuited unto the flute and condition of thofe who 
are called thereunto. All are to confider what is a- 
mifs in them, as Unto their own flate and condition, 
Ifa. Iv. 7. Let the wickedforjake his way, and the 
wirighteous man his thoughts; every one his own 
way and thoughts in their prefent condition. 

Wherefore the perfons intended in this call, are 
of two forts. 

1. -Such as are witked, as unto their ftate and con- 
dition, 
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dition, perfons unconverted, unregenerate, not borft 
of God. 

2. Such as are Jincere believers, really converted 
unto God. 

The call of God is unto both forts; repentance 
and reformation are required of them both: And 
they are fo in a fuitablenefs unto their different 
conditions. 

In each of thefe forts there are various degrees of 
fin and provocation. Some of the firft fort are o- 
penly flagitious, public habitual finners, fuch as 
Tvhofe Jins go before-band unto judgment, as the a- 
poftle fpeaks, i Tim. v. 24. And fome are more 
fober in their outward converfation. The call of 
God refpefts them all in their feveral degrees of fin- 
ning. Let the wicked man forfake his ways, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, thofe which are his own, 
which are proper to him. None doubts, unlefs it be 
themfelves, that the firjly©; # ought to reform them- 
felves ; the generality of men cry out againft them, 
and fear, that for their f ns, efpebially if they be 
perfons in high places, the judgments of God will 
come upon the land. 

But if thofe of the other fort alfo, who are apt to 
juftify themfelves, becaufe they run not out unto the 
fame excefs of riot with them, do not apply them- 
felves unto the repentance and reformation which 
are proper unto their Jlate tend condition, the will of 
God is not anfwered in his warnings. Yet it is the 
impenitency of this fort of men, that is the moll 
dangerous at this day in the nation. Their unfliaken fecurity keeps all that truly fear God in a 
trembling pofture. 

6. It is fo with churches, peculiarly reformed, and 
true believers in them, as alfo all other true belie- 
vers, who walk more at large. They alfo are call- 
ed unto repentance and reformation, and that ac- 
coiding to their ftate, and their refpe£tive degrees 
therein': For fome are more guilty than Others, in 
decays of faith, love, zeal, holinefs, and fruitfuluefs 
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in obedience, with conformity to the world. And 
if there ftiould be a public reformation in the nation, 
as to outward provoking Jin; yet, if thefe of this fort 
do not reform themfelves, according as their condi- 
tion doth require, the defired deliverance would 
fcarcely be obtained. And wo be to fuch perfons, 
if through their neglett of their duty the whole na- 
tion Ihould be expofed to ruin. Wherefore, 

4. The reformation called for, as the condition of 
efcapin^of impendent judgments, mull be univerfal, 
at lead general; amongft all forts and degrees, all 
orders and eftates of men. All forts have finned, 
all forts are threatened ; and therefore repentance is 
required of all, if we would not perilh. It is fo of 
magiftrates and minijlers, of nobles and common people, 
in city and country; and that to be evidenced by its 
fruits ; fo as that it may be faid of us, See you not 
how they humble them [elves ? 

But if this be fo, fome may be apt to fay, it feems 
if all do not fet their hearts and hands unto this 
work, if all forts do not engage in it, there is no 
good effedt to be hoped or looked for: But when {ball 
we fee any fuch thing? When fhall we fee the gene- rality of all forts of men in this nation cordially to 
go about this work of repentance and reformation? 
as good therefore let it alone, as go about to at- 
tempt it. 

I anfwer, 1. If you can be content to perijh 
with the impenitent and unreformed, you may. chufe 
to do as they do: if you would avoid their punifh- 
ment, you muft avoid their fin, efpecially their re- 
fufal to turn on the call of God. 

2. Some mull begin this work, and be exemplary 
unto others ; and bleffed are they of the Lord, who 
fhall receive the grace and honour fo to do. Let us 
not then fit looking on others to fee what they will 
do, but immediately engage unto our own duty. 

3. The duty herein, of no one pi ivate perfon, much 
lefs of whole churches, fhall be loft, though the na- 
tion fhould not be reformed in general. For, 

l. They Jkalt deliver their own fouls; and if they 
F be 



61 AN HUMBLE TESTIMONY UNTO 
be not faved (as I believe they would be in an emi- 
nent manner) from fomewhat of the outward part 1 
of a public calamity, yet they fliould be from all the |l 
wrath and difpleafure of God in it. 

2. A few, for aught T know, one man, may fotne- 
times prevail with God, for the fufpending, at leaft 
of judgments threatened unto a whole nation. And j 
hereby, 

2. They fliall give unto others a farther feafon of 
repentance, which God can ble£s and makejeffe&ual 
unto them. There are therefore blefled encourage- 
ments unto all churches, unto all individual perfons, [ 
to endeavour a compliance with the prefent calls of 
God, though the body of the people Jhould not be ga- ■ 
thered. 

VII. Our next enquiry is, JVbence, or from what 
caufes fuch a reformation may be expeBed, as may be 
vfcful unto the turning away of impendent judg- \ 
meats? And thefe caufes are either fupreme or fub- 
ordinate. 

The fupreme caufe hereof mult, be the fovereign 
grace of God, in frelh effufions of his Spirit on the , 
fouls of men, to turn them unto himfelf. Without 
this, all other ways and means of attaining it will 
be in vain. This is every where in the fcripture 
attefled unto, as the only fupreme efficient caufe. of 
the. conveifion of men unto God. And unto that 
flate are things come among ft us, that unlefs we 
are made partakers of it in a fomewhat more than 
ordinary manner, our breaches cannot be healed; 
whether we have grounds or no to expe£t any fuch - 
thing, fliall be afterwards confidered. At prefent 
there feems to be no other hopes of it, but only be- 
caufe it is a fovereign aft of Divine grace, which 
hath been exemplified in the church of old. There 
feems indeed rather as yet, to be a withdrawing of 
the communications of the Holy Spirit, in effeftually 
prevalent grace, on the part of God, and a contempt 
of them, on the part of men: but Sovereignty can 
conquer all obftacles. This way did God heal and 

recover 
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recover his church of old, when all other means, all 
mercies, affliftions, and judgments failed, Ezek. 
xxxvi. 22,—29. And it may at prefent be for a 
lamentation, that this work of grace is fo difregard- 
ed by the molt, fo defpifed by many, and fo little 
cried for by the relidue. But without it, in vain 
fhall we ufe any other remedies, we fhall not be 
healed, dt is not the belt projections of men for re- 
formation, by this or that order or ftate of things in 
church or liate, that, without this, will be of advan- 
tage unto us. 

The fubordinate caufes hereof, muft be the dili- 
gent difeharge of their duty, by magijlrates and mi- 
nijiers. 

I {hall but name thefe things, that I give no place 
to complaints or indignation, though jult and almoft 
neceffary. And, 

Fir ft. As unto the furtherance of it by magiftrates, 
it muft confift in three things. 

x. By evidencing that the promotion of it is their 
intereft. Unlefs it be underftood fo to be, whatever 
elfe they do in the countenance of it, will be of no 
ufe nor advantage. For this is that which the ge- nerality will conform unto, or comply withal. And 
if it be once underftood, that reformation is what 
they dejire, what they dejign, what they place their 
chief inter eft in, as it was with David, Hezekiah, 
Jofiah, and others, it will have an influence on the 
people, not inferior unto what the defign of Jerobo- 
am, in purfuit of his corrupt intereft, had on the 
people of Krael to fin ; all other means are dead, un- 
lefs they are enlivened by an evidence of reality in 
the minds of magiftrates, and an high concernment 
in the profperity of their work. Let them make 
what laws and orders they pleafe, appoint what out- 
ward means they can devife, unlefs it be made un- 
controulably evident that it is their cordial defign, and 
what they place their chief interejl in, they will not 
be available. Add hereunto, 2. The due execution of laws againft flagitious im- 
moralities, And, F 2 S- An. 
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An encouraging example in their own perfons; 

without which, all things will grovy worfeand w’orfe, 
whatever elfe be done. Men feem to be weary,in fome 
meafure, of the difmal efflcis of Jin; but they feem not 
to be u'enry of fin. Unto this wearinefs, they yet 
want motives, encouragements, and examples. And 
it is 11 range unto me, that in all our fears and dan 
gers, in the divilions of our counfels, and confufions 
amongll all forts of men, under an high profeffion of 
7,eal for the prolefiant religion in the nation, and the 
prefervation of it, that this only expedient for our 
relief and fafety lies wholly negle&ed. 

As unto winifiers, the faithful difcharge of his 
duty in preaching, prayer, and example is required 
hereunto. Should 1 flay to Ihew the neceflity here- 
of at this feafon; as alfo w'hat is required thereun- 
to, what ccret what diligence, what •watchfulnefr, 
what compajfion, what zeal, what exercife of all gof- pel-grace, with the over-negleff of thefe things among 
many, it would take up a volume, rather than be- 
come a place in this prefent enquiry. 

But I proceed unto that which is more our im- 
mediate concernment. Wherefore, 

VIII. What if all thefe means do fail? vehat if 
mil expcflations from them be in vain ? what is incum- ■ bent on them in particular, who are really fenfble of 
theft things; namely, of the abounding of provoking 

Jins, and the near approach of deferved judgments ? 
That which I delign herein, is to give fome di- 

rc&ions, as unto what frame of heart ought to be 
found in us, and the praBice of what duties we ought 
to be found in at fuch a feafon as this is. It is no 
common, no eafy thing to wait for the Lord in the 
way of his judgments, Ifai. xxvi. 8, 9. There is in- 
ward foul-work night and day, as well as outward 
duties, required unto it. That God may be glorifed 
in a due manner ; that we may be found in pence, 
whatever be the event of things; that we may be 
ufeful unto others; and in all ferve the will of God 
in our generation, are all expefted from us in a way 
of duty. Unto 
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Unto this end, the enfuing directions may be 

made ufe of. 
1/?, heed of float heartednefst and a contempt or neglect thereby of *,)ivine warnings. There is a 

generation, who either really, or in pretence, are 
bold, fearlefs, ftout-hearted, regardlefs of thefe 1 things ; they feem to provoke and dare God to do 
his utmoft, all that he feems to threaten. So they 

! fpeak, Ifai. v. j 9. “ Let him make fpeed, and haften 
| “ his work, that we may fee it; and let the coilnfel 
[ “ of the holy one of Ifrael draw nigh, that we may 
i “ know it.” Here is much talk indeed of the judg- 

J! ments of God, and of their near approach; when 
; lliall we fee them ? why do not they come ? when 
? fliall he bring forth his work? ; This hath been the great controvery between the 
f church and the wicked world from the beginning of 
i it. Thofe that truly feared God, were always tef- 

tifying that God would come, and take venggance 
t on them for their impieties and impeuitency. But 
r becaufe thefe judgments were not fpeedily executed, 
| the finful world did always defpife their warnings, 

and feoff at their meffage. So Enoch, the feventh 
! from Adam, he preached and prophefied of thefe 

things; namely, of the “ coming of God to take ■ “ vengeance of ungodly men,” Jude xiv. 15. And ! this meffage was fcoffed at, as is evident, becaufe no- 
| reformation enfued thereon, until the flood took 
j them all away. So was it with Noah, and his 
L preaching ; and fo it hath been with all that fear 

God, in their feveral generations ; and this was one 
l efpecial thing that the Pagans laughed and mocked 
i at the primitive Chriflians about; as is plain in 
l Lucian’s Philopater. So the apoitle Peter gives us 
u an account both of what was paft, and what would 
f afterwards come to pafs, 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4, 5, 6. unto 

the end, 
: And fuch as thefe abound amongft us : all the 

uarnuigs of God have been turned into ridicule, 
' previous judgments defpifed, and fin itfelf made a 

I iceff of. But of all others, God moil abhorreth 
F 3 this- 
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this fort of men. They are faid to be far from righte01 fnefs, Ifai. xlvi. 12. Unto fuch he fpeaks 
in his wrath, hear ye defpijers, wonder, and perijh. 
Yta, the feripture is full with the fevereft threat- 
nings againft this fort of men ; nor fliall any in the 
appointed feafon, drink deeper of the cup of God’s 
indignation. See Ifai. xxviii. 14, 15. Deut. xxix. 
jo, 20. Such fecure defpifers, fuch fcoffers at ap- 
proaching judgments, fuch deriders of the fig is and 
tokens of them, God will deal withal. And fome 
there are, who it may be, not from the fame fpirit 
of open profanefs, but out of prejudices, corrupt arguings, pretended obfervations of things paft, $if- 
belief of all they do not feel, and fuch like effedts of long fecurity, do utterly fcorn and feoff at all 
thefe things. They account it a matter of weak- 
nefs, pufillanimity, or fuperllition to concern them- 
felves in thefe warnings of providence, or the ex- 
plicjtion of them by the word : but their judgment 
fleepeth not. And it may be obferved, and will be 
found true, that when judgments do really approach, 
of all forts of men, they are the molt cowardly, dif- tra&ed, fearful, and void of counfel: for when God 
begins to deal with them, their hearts cannot endure, 
nor their hands be ftrong, he fmites through their 
loins, and filleth them w ith a fpirit of horror and 
fear, that they fhall tremble like the leaves of the 
foreft. In that day you may fay unto them, as 
Zebul did to boalting Gaul, upon the approach of 
Abimelech, h:s enemy, Where is now thy mouth 
wherewith thou faidji. Who is Abimelech? Where is 
now your mouth and your vauntings, with refpedt 
unto thefe judgments of God ? fo Isiicaiah the pro- 
phet told Zedckinh the falfe prophet, in his boafling 
and confidence of fuccefs, 1 Kings xxii. 25. With 
all thy confidence and boafting, thou lhalt be one of 
the firft that fhall endeavour to fly and hide thyfelf. 
Yea, this fort of perfens are commonly the moft ri- 
diculous and contemptible, when real danger over- 
takes them, of any fort of men in the world. 

That which God requires of us in fuch a feafon. 
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is called, in fcripture, trembling; they that tremble 
at thy ti ord. This he regards, this he accepts, this 
he approveth of, Ifai. Ixvi. 2, 5. Jer. v. 22. It is 
not a weakening, an aftonilhing, heartlefs confterna- 
tion of fpirit that is intended; not fuch a dread and 
terror as Ihould obftrud us in the cheerful perform- 
ance of duty, and preparation to comply with the 
will of God, fuch as that mentioned, Deut. xviii. 
66, 67. which is the moll fevere of judgments. 
But it is an awful reverence of the greatnefs and 
holinefs of God, in the way of his judgments, call- 
ing out all carnal fecurity, felf-confidence, and con- 
tempt of Divine warnings, fo bringing the foul in- 
to a fubmiffive compliance with the will of God in 
all tilings. But look well in the firll place, that this 
evil on no pretences do make any approach unto you. 

If one evil feems to be diverted, do not fay with 
Agzg,furely the bitternefs of death is pajl; which will prove an entrance into this fevil frame, and fo 
grow regardlefs of your duty : God experts other 
things from you. *1 he Lion, faith he, hath roared, 
“who •will not fear ? Amos iii. 8. There is the voice 
of a lion roaring for his prey, in the prefent Divine 
warnings: take heed that you defpife not that, 
which, when it comes to pals, you can neither abide, 

. nor avoid. 
idly, Take heed of a frame of heart that is regard- 

lefs of thefe things. We have a fort of men, who al- 
though they will not, they dare not openly, as o- 
thers, defpife Divine warnings, yet they fee all 
things in fuch a light, as fuffers them not to take no- 
tice of any concernment of their own, in them, Pfal. 
xxviii. 5. Jer. xxxvi. 24. The land is filled •with 
fin; it is true, but they are the fins of other men, 
not theirs; there are tokens andfignt of God's difplea- 
fure in heaven above, and the earth beneath, but 
men are not agreed whether thefe things be of any 
fignification or no; fome fay yea, and fome nay; 
but they are new and llrange, and fo are meet to be 
the fubjedl of difeourfe; previous judgments have 
been upon us; they are hut fuch accidents as fall 

out 
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out frequently in the world. But the divifions a- 
mong ourfelves, and contrivances of our adver- 
faries, feera to threaten ruin to the nation ; it may 
be fo; but thefe things belong unto our rulers; and 
men are divided about this alfo; fomefay one thing, 
and feme another: fome'fay there was a plot, and 
fome fay there was none. In the mean time, they 
are filled with their own occafions, and will not be 
diverted from them, unto any ferious regard of God 
in his prefent difpenfations ; like the wz/d afs in her 
occafioti, who can turn her away? Jer. i. 24. Of 
this frame the prophet complains, as that which 
God will furely avenge, Ifai. xxvi. it. '‘Lord 
“ when thy hand is lifted up, they will not fee ; 
“ but they lhall fee and be afhamed, for their envy 
“ at the people ; yea the fire of thine enemies lhall 
“ devour them.” 

Others look on all things in another light, and 
under another notion; for whereas it is part of our 
fin and punilhment in this nation, an evident fruit of the evil of our ways, that we are divided into 
defigning parties, the one feeking the ruin of the o- 
ther, they confider all providences as relating unto 
fuch differences. This gives them a zealous con- 
cernment in them, and continued talk about them j 
but the will, work, and defign of God in them is not 
laid to heart. 

Some are fo well pleafed with their prefent ad- 
vantages, in promotions, dignities and wealth, as 
their interefi, that they cannot endure to think of 
thefe things. Whatever warnings are portended of approaching judgments, they look on them as the 
threatenings of fuch as have ill will againfl them, 
and would have thefe things to portend their trou- 
ble : guilt makes them fearful and fenfible ; and 
they think it bell to hide thofe things from them- 
felves, which, if they are fo, they cannot remedy. 

To free us from this mifcarriage alfo, this unan- 
fwerablenefs unto the mind of God in his prefent 
difpenfadon, we may confider, 

1. That a deep confideration of and enquiry into tie 
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the mind of God in fuch a fenfon as we have defcri- 
hed, is required of us in a way of duty. It is our fin 
to negleft it, and tliat attended with many aggrava- 
tions. It is not a thing that we may attend unto or 
omit as it feems convenient; but it is required as a 

\ duty of us, without which we cannot glorify God 
in a due manner. 

He that is not daily exercifed wfith prevalent 
thoughts about the prefent ways of God in the ap- 1 proach of his judgments, lives in fuch a negh ft of 

as w'ill bring in a negligence and coldnefs in 
all other duties whatfoever; for this is certain, that 
when God calls u:.to any efpecial duty in an extra- 
ordinary w'ay or manner, in any feafon, thofe by 
whom it is neglefted, are really cold, formal, and 
negligent in all other ordinary duties whatever. 
That grace W’hich will not be excited unto efpecial 

) duties on extraordinary occafions, is very lifelefs in 
all other things. This is the beft note to try, if 
not the truth, yet the poveer of grace. When it is 
in its vigour and due exercife, it makes the foul to 
be ready, inclinable, and difpofed unto all intima- 
tions of the Divine w’ill and pleafure; as fpeaks the Pfalmift; “ Thou Ihalt guide me by thine eye, and 
“ lead me with thy counfel.” He attended to each 

| look and guidance of Divine providence to comply 
!: with it, when others muft be forced with ftrong 
: fvrbs and bridles, like the horfe and mule. 

2. It is fuch a duty, as whereunto real wifdom 
; and diligence are requited. We think it needful 

to ufe our wifdom about other things, our own af- 
fairs : but in this it is moft necefiary, “ The voice 1 “ of the Lord crieth unto tfie city, the man of wif- 
“ dom ihall fee thy nameMicah vi. 9. Ordinary, 

1 flight and tranfient thoughts will not anfwer this 
\ duty. Such, all men that are fober cannot but 
l have; and their difcourfe is anfwerable thereunto. 

But confideration, with diligence and prudence, is re- 
quired of us: let thefe teftimonies be confulted to 
this purpofe, Pfal. Isv. 9. Deut. xii. 10. Hofea iv. 
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laft, Pfal. cvii. 43. Prajer, ftudj, and meditation 
are all diligently to be engaged herein. 

3. Take heed of vain confidences. Men are apt in 
fuch feafons, to fix on one thing or other, where- 
with they relieve and fupport themfelves. And 
there is not any thing that is more effeftual to keep 
them off from this duty, and the frame of fpirit 
which is required in them. If you fpeak with any 
man almoft, you may, with a little heed, difeover 
wherein his confidence doth lie, and what it is that 
he trulls unto. But faith the prophet unto fuch 
perfons, “ The Lord hatlx rejected thy confidences, 
“ and thou Ijjalt not profper in them,” Jer. ii. 37. 

There are fundry forts of vain confidences where- 
with men are apt to relieve their minds in fuch a 
feafon, fo as to countenance themfelves in their fe- 
curity and a negleft of this efpecial duty. Two in 
particular I fliall only mention, as I do only name 
the heads of things, which might be much enlarged. 

I/?, The fi'rft is fame certain privileges, whereon 
they trull for an exemption from common calami- 
ties: they are the church, they are the people of God, 
they are feparated from the world, and perfecuted 
by it; and hence there is a fecret referve in their 
minds, that indeed they fliall not be in trouble as 0- 
ther men. So was it with the Jews of old; when 
they were threatened with the judgments of God for 
their fins, and called thereon to repentance, they 
juftified themfelves in their ways, and defpifed all 
divine warnings, on a confidence they had in their 
church-priveleges. They cried againlt the pro- 
phet, “ The temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
“ Lord, the temple of the Lord, are thefe,” and no 
evil fliall come nigh us, Jer. vii. 4. And in confi- 
dence hereof, namely, that they were the church, 
and enjoyed the privileges belonging thereunto, and 
the folemn worlhip of God therein, they gave them- 
felves up unto all abominable immoralities, under 
an aflurance of impunity by their privileges; as the 
prophet upbraids them, verfe 8, 9. “ Behold ye trull 
“ in lying words that cannot profit. Will you fteal, “ murder. 
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“ murder, and commit adultery, and fwear falfely, 
“ and burn incenfe unto Baal, and walk after other 

I “ gods whom ye know not; and fay you fhall be de- 
“ livered?” At this day all forts of men claim a re- 
fuge in their privileges. Thofe who defign the 
ruin of the nation, and of all true religion therein, 
do it with confidence of fuccefs from hence, that 
they are the church, that the temple of God is with 
them, that all .the privileges belonging unto the 
church are theirs, and fo are the promifes made un- 

j to it. Aud fuch is the infatuating efficacy of their 
prejudicate perfuafion herein, that it hath had two 
marvellous effe&s ; tire one againft the.light of na- 
ture, and the other againlt the fundamental princi- 

, pies of religion. 
For, firft. Under the influence of this confidence, 

they have engaged into as vile immoralities as ever 
‘ were perpetrated under the fun. Murder, perfecu- 
-ttion, affaffinations, dying in falfehoods, with a gene- 
ral defign to purfue the fame wrays unto the utmofl, 

'in the deftrudtion of multitudes of innocent perfons; 
as they did formerly in Ireland. But what if they 
do all thofe abominations? Yet they are the church; 

! the promifes and privileges of it are theirs, and all 
they do is accepted with God ; a principle tending 

! direflly to the vileft atheifm. 
| Again, Although God in a marvellous, yea a mi- 
raculous manner, hath difcovered andfruftrated their 

. hellilh defigns, and brought many of them into the 
pit they digged for others, yet they will accept of 

; no rebuke from God, but go on in an obftinate pre- 
j’ fumption that they are the church, and fhall prevail at ! la 11. And that church which lhall prevail by thefe 

1 means, no doubt they are. Some indeed pretend 
highly to be the church, but they lay claim, fo far as 

!j I can find, to no other advantages thereby, but dig- ■nitics and promotions. And others alfo are apt to re- 
lieve themfelves with this confidence, that they are 
the people of God, and fhall have an efpecial intereft 
in deliverance on that account. And I fay, far be it 
from me, to weaken any perfuafion of God’s efpe- 

cial 
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cial regard of thofe that are truly his. God hath a 
peculiar people in the world, let the world feoff at 
it whilft they pleafe, unto whom all the promifes of 
the feripture, and all the privileges of the church, 
do belong. Thefe promifes they ought to mix with 
faith, and plead before God continually, and they 
fliall be all accomplilhed towards them in the way 
and time of God’s appointment. Nor do any fort 
of diffenting profeffions, as they are called, that I 
know of, appropriate this right and privilege unto 
themfelves, unto the exclufion of others; but extend 
it to all who are fincere believers. But this is that1 

which I fay concerning ail forts of men, That iff 
an apprehenfion or perfuafion, that they are the 
church or people of God, do keep them off from that 
duty of repentance and reformation, which God calls! 
unto, it is a confidence which God reje&eth, and in 
which they will not profper. I defire to alk of any,; 
Hath not the church finned? Have not profefforsj 
finned? Are there not fins amongft us againft thej 
Lord our God, proper unto our Hate, and according; 
to our meafure ? If it be fo, our being the people of 
God, any of us, if we are fo, unlefs we repent, dothj 
only as unto thefe providential difpenfations, expofej 
us unto his juft feverity, for “ judgment muft begih 
“ at the houfe of Godit muji begin at us. Takej 
heed of this failing referve : I have obferved much 
fecu/ity to arife from hence, and great negligence; 
of known duties. If you are the people of God, you 
had the more need to tremble at his judgments, and 
at the tokens of his difpleafure. Efpecially ought 
it to be fo with you at this day, when God feems in; 
a peculiar manner to be difpleafed with the rivers, 
as the prophet fpeaks, Hab. iii. 8.; thofe who- ftiould fend forth ftreams of refrelhment unto the; 
nation. To me, at prefent, all things appear in thatj 
condition, that there is no referve left as unto pub-; 
lie judgments, but only in fovercigngrace and mercy, 
to be waited for in a way of repentance and reformat 
tion. As unto our privileges, God fpeaks unto usj 
as he did to the people of old, concerning their ornad 

meats 
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merits, Exod. xxxiii. 5. “ Put them off, that I may 

know what to do unto you.” We are to lay atide 
our pleas and pretences, betaking ourfelves to fo- 
vereign grace and mercy alone. 

id/y, Another ground of vain confidence may be, 
an vnjujl expectation of fuch an accowplijhment of 
fcriptvre promfest prophefics and predictions, as are 
not applicable unto our prefent condition. 

It is undeniable that there are fuch promifes, pro- 
phefies, and predi&ions concerning the deliverance of 
the church, the ruin of its adverfaries, the glory and 
beauty of the kingdom of Chrift, as thofe intended. 
For although the molt of that kind in the old Telta- 
ment, are of a fpiritual interpretation, and have 
their accompliihment in all the eleft in every age, 
whatever be their outward ftate and condition ; yet 
that there are fuch alfo as concern the ftate of the 
church in this world, and the ruin of all its anti- 
chriftian enemies, with peace and glory enfning 
thereon, cannot be denied. 

And concerning them, we may obferve fundrv 
things, that we may not abufe them into vain and 
groundtefs confidences in fuch a feafon as this is. 

(1.) That we ought to have a firm faith of their 
accompliihment in their proper feafon. The rule of 
them aft is that of the prophet; I the Lord willbafien 
it in ‘ime, Ifai. lx. 22. As it is alfo, Hab. ii. 2, 
3. Though they feem to be prolonged and tarry 
beyond their proper feafon, yet they have their 
fixed and determinate time, beyond which they ftiall 
not tarry. And two things I would offer on this 
occafion. 

1. That xve are not only to believe their accotnplifh- 
ment, but to be in the adual exevcife of faith about it. 
For without this, we ftiall want a great fupportment 
of patient long-buffering in every time of trial. And 
by this faith do we take in the power and comfort 
of things pron.ifed, things not aftually enjoyed. For 
faith is the fubfiunce ofi things hoped for, Heb. xi. I. 
that which gives a previous funfiftence in the mind 
and foul, as unto the benefit and comfort of them, 

G of 
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of the things hoped for. And thofe whofe minds 
are exercifed unto thefe things, do know what be- 
nefit they have by fuch a perception of them. They 
are carried fometimes by a way' of believing into 
communion with them who lived in the old world, 
as they had with us in the expeftation of what we 
enjoy ; and into the fame kind of communion with 
thofe who hereafter fliall enjoy the accomplilhment of 
thofe promifes which may be yet afar off. 

2. This faith ought to be moft firm when all 
things feem to confpire in rendering the accomplifli- 
ment of fuch promifes not only improbable, but al- 
fo impoffible, as unto prefent outward caufes, as in 
the flate of things at this day in the world. There 
are no vifible or appearing means of the fulfilling 
of any of them ; yea the whole world is joined in a 
confpiracy to defeat them ; but true faith rifeth a- 
gainlt thofe oppofitions, and is prevalent again!! them 
all. For having God alone, his power, faithfulnefs, 
and truth for its objett, it values not the oppofition 
that men can make again!! them. That fball be 
done in this kind, which God is able to do, let men 
do what they pleafe. God laughs all their proud 
attempts to fcorn, and fo may the virgin daughter of 
Zion alfo. 

(2.^) It is our duty to pray for the accomplijhment of all the promifes and predictions that are on recoid in 
the book of God concerning the kingdom of Chrilt 
and his church in this world. God will do thefe 
things; yet for all of them, he will be fought unto 
ly the houfe of Ifrael. This hath been the pradlice 
of believers in all ages, both under the Old Tella- 
ment and the New. Prayer for the accompli!hment 
of promifes, hath been the life-breath of the church 
in all ages; and faith hereby brings in great re- frelhment unto the foul. And the greateft evidence 
of its approach will be a plentiful elfufion of the 
Holy Spirit in the hearts of believers, be they few 
or more at any time in the world, ftirring them up 
and enabling them to pray effe&ually and fervently 
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for their accomplifliment, as in the example of Da- 
Riel, chap. ix. i, 2, 3. Wherefore, 

(3.) There are three things confiderable in fiich 
promifes and predi&ions. 

1. The grace and mercy that is in them. 
2. 'Yhe fuitabhnefs of that grace and mercy unto 

the date of believers at any time. 
3. The literal accomplishment of them in their out- 

ward circumftance. The two former belong unto 
us at all times, and we may plead with God in 
faith, for the effects of them in all our trials and 
dill redes. 

With refpe& hereunto, it is that the people of 
God have faith in him againd the world, with all 
their enemies .and opprefibrs, which they have been 
fo reproached withal, as the Lord Chrid was with 
his faith unto the fame purpofe, Pfal. xxii. 8. * 
When things feem to go evil with them, when they 
are fhut up in the hands of their enemies and op- 
predbrs, as the Lord Chrid was upon the crofs, the 
world is ready to reproach them with their confi- 
dence in God, and their owning themfelves to be 
his people ; but they faint not herein. However things may go for a feafon, they are fecured of the 
grace and mercy which is in the promifes, which are 
fuited unto all their wants, all that they can defire 
abfolutely; yea, their full deliverance, when it is' 
bed for them : But, 

(4.) Remember, that as unto the application of the 
accompliihment of fuch promifes and predi&ions in 
their outward effects, unto certain times and feafons, 
many have been wofully midaken, which hath been 
the ground and occafion of very fcandalous mifcar- 
riages: the world hath fcarce feen greater outrages 
of fin and wickednefs that have been countenanced 
by this pretence, that fuch or fuch a time Was now 
come, and that therein fuch and fuch things were 
to be done by thofe who made fuch interpretations 
and applications. For when fuch a conceit befals 
the minds of men, it fets them loofe from all rules 
but their own inclinations. And many have from 

G 2 fuch 
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fuch apprehenfions fallen under fad and fcandalous ||| 
difappointments. Wherefore, 

5. Such an expeBaljon or confidence of the events of ;|| 
promifes, prophefies, and predi£lions, as hinders men 
from applying their minds thoroughly unto the pre- || 
fent duties that God calls for, is heedfully to be I 
watched againfl. I have heard many arguing and l| 
pleading for the flrengthening of fuch confidences, ij| 
but I never law good effe£l of them; they pleafe for i| 
the prefent, they profit not. 

The ftory of the prophets Jeremiah and Hana- ! 
mah, is applicable in this cafe, Jer. xxviii. And it 
is certain that before the final deflru&ion of Jeru- j 
falem, that which principally hardened the people I 
unto their utter ruin, fo as they would hearken 
neither to the voice of God nor man for their fafe- 
ty, was a prefumption they had, that at that time j 
their Meffiah would come and fave them. 

(6.) Few know of what fort that day of the Lord j 
will be, which they defire, long for, and expeft. We 
know how it proved unto the church of the Jews, 1 
Mai. iii. 1, 2. A day may be coming, which, al- 
though it may have a glorious iffue, yet it may com- 
fume all the hopes that men have treafured up in 1 

their expectation of it. But I will not touch far- 
ther on thefe things : my ddign is only to take us | 
all off from fuch vain confidences as may obftruft us ] 
in a diligent attendance unto thofe duties, which ] 
God at this feafon calls us unto ; which fhall be de- ! 

dared immediately. ■{dly. Some place their confidence in fecret refenes 
which they have in themfelves, that however it go 
with others, yet they {hall efcape well enough. 
They are rich, and they intend to be wife : they 
intend not to be engaged in any thing civil or ^re- 
ligious, that ihould prejudice them in their pofief- 
fxons : whiitt things pal's at the cheap rate of talk- 
ing, thej will be like unto others ; blit when trials 
come, they will make a fafe retreat. We have their 
character ana their doom, Jer. xxviii. 15, 17, 1 

A fourth direction for our deportment in fuch a feafon 
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a feafon is, That “ we diligently confider and fearch 
“ our own hearts and ways, to find out and under- 
“ (land how it is between God and our fouls.” 
This dire&ion is given us, Lam. iii. 39, 40. 
“ Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for 
“ the punifliment of his fins ? Let us fearch and try 

our ways, and turn again to the Lord.” When 
trials and punifhments draw nigh, or are upon us, 
it is not our bufinefs nor duty to lie complaining 
under them, but fo to Jearch and try our ways, as 
to turn unto the Lord. This is the firft word of the 
voice of God in approaching judgments. Search your- 
felves, try your hearts and your ways, try how it is 
with you. At fuch a feafon, to pafs by the confi- 
deratioh of ourfelves, of our ftate, of our walk, of 
our aftions, in an ordinary manner, or with flight 
or common thoughts, is to defpife the voice of God. 
God fpeaks aloud, the voice of God crieth unto the 
city ; he doth fo by the ways before mentioned; he 
fpeiks articulately, diftindtly, fo as that a man of 
wifdom may fee his name, and know his mind; he 
fpeaks unto us ; and {ays, fearch now ycurfelves. 

And in this fearch, refpett is to be had unto the 
things enfuing : 

1. In general. Search into your Jlate and condi- tion ; try whether it be built on a good foundation; 
on the rock by faith ; or on the fand by profitflion 
only; whether it will hold his trial, who will bring 
it to the refiner’s fire; hefballfay the hypocrite with 
the hreat i of hi-, mouth. And many dreadful difi- 
coveries will be made of the falfe and rotten ftates 
o^ men when the Lord’s day of trial {hall come. 
This is one certain end of a hery trial; namely, to 
difeover and ccnfume the profeffion of hypocrites, as 
hath oeen done in part already. 

2. V’ ith refpefl unto thofe ways and fins which 
are th: peculiarly provoking fns of churches and 
profeflbrs; fuch as the Lord Chrift teftifieth his 
difpleafure againft in them, and which may have as 
great an influence into the procurement of temporal 
judgments, as the more flagitious fins of open fin- 

G 3 ners: 
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ners: fuch are decays in love, %eal> and fruits of 
obedience, want of delight, warmth and life in the j 
ordinances of gofpel-worfhip : with pride, elation 
of mind, felf-conceit, and barrennefs in good works. 
If we would know what are the fins in churches 
and profefibrs, that the Lord Chrifl: is fo difpkafed 
with us, as to threaten his departing from them, we 
cannot better learn *it, than in the declaration of 
his mind which he makes unto the churches of 
Afia, Rev. ii. 3. And thefe are the things which 1 

he chargeth on them : For perfons under the capa- 
cities of church-members and profeflbrs, to content 
themfelves with fuels a fearcb of their outward ac- 
tions and duties, of all forts, religious, moral, and 
civil, as none may juftly call blame upon them, it 
no way anfwers the fearch that God calls them | 
unto. How is it as unto the inward frame of the 
heart ? what is the vigour and power of faith and 
love in you? how do they a£t themfelves ? what is 
your real delight in the ways of God ? where is 
your fruitfulnefs in works of charity and mercy ? ! 
where is your readinefs to forgive your enemies? 
are there no failings, no decays in thefe things? are 
there no indifpofitions, deadnefs and coldnefs in du- 
ties, grown upon you ? how is it as unto confiant 
meditation on fpiritual things, and the fixing your 
affedtions on things that are above ? With refpeft 
unto thefe things, ought we to fearch ourfelves dili- 
gently in fuch a day as this is; and if we find ourfelves 
under decays in them, let us know of a truth that 
God calls us unto repentance, on pain of his higheft , 
difpleafure. 

For our parts, we cannot fearch into, we cannot 
judge the hearts of others, any oth^f w’ay but by ! 

the application of the word unto their confciences. 
Rut I muft needs fay, that if men’s outward actions 
be an indication of the inward frame of their minds, 
there is reafon enough for the molt of us to be jea- 
lous over ourfelves herein. 

3. With refpecl unto your callings, circumfances, 
and inclinations, and the fins that are peculiar unto ' them. 
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them. There are fins which are very apt to infinu- 
ate themfelves into the callings and circumjlances of 
men, both of high and low degree, that do enjily be- 
fit them; as hardnefs, oppreffion, feverity and un- 
mercifulnefs, in thofe that are great, and have large 
poffeffions; and deceit, equivocations, over-reaching, 
in thofe of more ordinary employments. I fpeak 
not of thefe at prefent: they are of the number of 
thofe which go before-hand unto judgment: But thefe 
things; namely, mens callings, circumflances, and in- 
clinations, are apt to influence their mind with vicious 
habits, and to render their ways crooked. Pride of 
life, filf conceit, negligence in holy duties, dijlempered 
pqffions and lujls, devouring cares, carnal fears, with 
other hurtful.evils, do fpring from thefe things, if 
not watched againft. In reference unto them there- 
fore are we called to fearch ourfelves in the day 
wherein God is pleading with us. With refpeft un- 
to them ought we to be exceeding jealous over our- 
felves; for verily they have rendered the ways and 
walkings of the generality of profefi'ors a great pro- 
vocation unto Chrift Jefus. 

, 4. In an efpecial manner with a refpeft unto love 
of the world, and conformity thereunto. This is that 
which the Lord Jefus Chrift will not always bear 
withal in his churches; for it lies in oppofition unto 
the whole work of faith, and all the precepts of the 
gofpel; it is not againft this or that command only, 
but it is againft the whole defign of the gofpel, and 
the grace adminiftered therein. 

Now, at prefent, concerning our outward confor- 
mity unto the world, there needs no greatfiarch to be 

[1 made: it is open and evident unto all; fo that as un- 
to attire, fafliions, manner of ordinary converfe, mif- 
pence of time, feaftings of rich ones, and jollities, 
there is little difference left between profeflbrs and 
the world, which God will not long bear with them 
in; efpecially not in thofe who have increafed their 
wealth in, and grown into conformity with the 
world, whilft others, under the fame profeflion, have 
been harraffed, imprifoned, impoverilhed, and ruin- 
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ed by the world. And as for inordinate love unto1 

the world, I have fpoken fo often to it, treated fa ' 
much of it, that I fhall not here again infift upon 1 

it: I ihall only fay, that when men grow proud, • 
high-minded, and value themfelves according to " 
the increafe of their earthly enjoyments, and think 
themfelves wronged if others do not alfo fo value > 
them, it is in vain for them to pretend that their 11 
hearts do not inordinately cleave unto the world, j J 
and the things of it. 

This felf~fearcbing is the firil duty we are at this 
feafon called unte ; and if we are negligent or over- 
ly herein, we Ihall not anfwer the mind and will of I 
God in any one duty or in dance of any other kind. ] 
We are therefore herein to call in God and men un- | 
to our aid and aiTiftance, as alfo to ftir up ourfelves i 
unto it with diligence and perfeverance. So the 
Pfalmift, left he ftiould not be able to make a dili- 
gent effedlual examination of himfelf and his ways, 
cries unto God, to feat ch and try him, that he might 
be known unto himfelf, efpecialiy with refpebl unto | 
any enil way of fin or wickednefs, Pfal. cxxxix. 23, 
24. So we ought to cry for freih communications 
of the Holy Spirit of God in his convincing efficacy, 
to acquaint us thoroughly with ourfelves, and tc de- 
liver us from all felf-deceivings in this matter. For ' 
when we go about this fearch, a thoufand pretences 
and arguings will arife, to the concealment or coun- 
tenance of felf and fin, againft a difeovery and pur- 
fuit. Nothing can remove and fcatter them but 
the power of the Holy Spirit, a&ing in his convin- 
cing efficacy. The whole deceit of the heart in fuch 
a feafon will be put forth, to hide, palliate, excufe, 
and countenance fuch frames and aflings as ought to 
be feized on and brought to judgment. There is~ 
need of the candle of the Lord to fearch the inward 
parts of the belly, Prov. xx. 27. of fpirieual light, 
to look into the fecret recefl’es of the mind and affec- 
tions, to difeover what is amifs in them. And there 
is need of fpiritual ftrength, to call down all the Jlrong holds and fortifications of fin, which will be 
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all fet up at fuch a time, and will not be demolilhed 
or fcattered without powerful a&ings of grace. This 
therefore, in the firft place, we are to apply ourfelves 
unto, if we intend any fuccefs in this work of felf- 
examination. 

So alfo are we to pray, that the word, in the preah- 
ing and difpenfation of it, may be effectual unto the 
fame end, that we may find it quick and powerful, 
Heb. iv. 12. that it may fo judge the fecrets of our hearts, i Cor. xiv. 25. that we may fall down and 
judge ourfelves alfo. To hide ourfelves at fuch a 
feafon, from the power of the word, is an open evi- 
dence of a ruining fecurity. 

This work, in the ufe of thefe means, is to be call- 
ed over and perfifted in, if we defign a compliance 
with the prefent calls of God, or an endeavour to be 
found of him in peace when he cometh. 

^thly. To be deeply before the Lord for our 
own fins, with a relinquifliment of them all thereon, 
is the principal part of our duty in this feafon. This 
the whole fcripture teftifieth unto, fpeaking of thefe 
tilings. Without this, all that we do, or can do, 
fignifies nothing, as unto a compliance with the calls 
of God. This is the end of the fearch before infill- 
ed on. We are to find out, to know every one the 
plague, the llroke, the difeafe of his own heart, fo 
as to be humbled before the Lord for it. 

And unto this humiliation it is required, 
1. That it be internal and fincere. There is an 

humiliation commonly exprefiing itfelf in the obfer- 
vation of days of fajling and prayer, which often- 
times is but the hanging down of the head like a bul- 
rujh for a day. However, it may be fo carried fome- 
times, as to divert or prolong the execution of threatened judgments: But that which God requi- 
reth of us, is to be in the fixed ajfeldions of the heart. 
When the Lord Chrill comes tp enjoin repentance 
and reformation, he gives himfelf that title, I am he 
that fearcheth the reins and hearts. Rev. ii. 23. It 
is an internal hidden work, which he looks after in 
our humiliation for fin. So faith David in the fame 

cafe. 
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cafe, Thou requireji truth in the ;nward parts, Pfal. 
li. Truth, or fincerity in the a/Fedhons, is that which 
God regards in cur humiliation; which anfwersthe 
charge in the prophet, rend your hearts, and not your 
garments. Inv/ard power, not outward figns, are ac- 
cepted with God in this matter. Let us every one ! 
take it on our own fouls, ev ry one charge his own i 
confcience in pri vate with, the performance of this 
duty: God will bear no longer v\’i;h pretences; no 
outward appearances or evanid affections in a tern- j 
pornry humiliation for a day, »hough in the obfer- ‘ 
vation of the moft folemn duties required on fuch ' 
a day, will anfw7er the .mind of God herein. For, f 

2. It muff be extraordinary. Humiliation for our ? 

own fins, is a duty conllantly incumbent on us. To j 

walk humbly with God is the principal thing that 
he requires of us in this world, Micah vi. 9. Hereof ; 
fell-abatement, in a fenfe of fin, is the life and foul, | 
the principle of all other a£ts and duties belonging i| 
thereunto. But when the calls of God are extraor 
dinary, as they are at this day, it is neceffary that 
we attend hereunto in an extraordinary manner. 
Failing in the neceffary degrees of a duty, renders it i 
ineffe&ual and unacceptable. If, as unto tin es and ' 
feafons, ways, means, and manner of this duty, we 1 

do not apply ourfelves unto it with more than ordi- 
nary diligence, and with great intention of mind, we | 
fail in what is expected from us. To deal with God on extraordinary occajions, in an ordinary frame of 
fpirit, is to defpile him, or argues at leail uo due 
reverence of him in his judgments, nor a due appre- 
henfion of our own concerns in them. 

3. It is required that humiliation for fin be ac- 
companied with a rehnquifhment offn: he that con- 
fejfeth his fns, andforfaketh them, jhall find mercy. 
Conftffion is grown a cheap and eafy labour, whe- 
ther it be read out of a book, or difeharged by virtue 
of fpiritual gifts. Humiliation may be pretended, 
when it is not; and expreffed, when it is tranfitory, 
no way aufwering the mind and will of God. But 
the real relinquijhment of finful frames, finful ways, 

finful 
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{inful negle&s, can neither be pretended, nor repre- 
fented better than it is. He that thinks he hath no- 
thing to forfake, no evil way, no {infill negligence, 

3 no frame of heart, will be awakened to a better know- 
; ledge of himfelf when it is too late. This we may 
si therefore evidently try ourfelves by; what real 
1 change hath there been in us, in compliance with 

the calls of God ? what have we relinquiftied in our 
ways, frames, or a£Hngs ? what vain thoughts are 
latterly excluded, whereunto we have given enter- 
tainment ? what paffions or affe&ions have been re- 
duced into order, which have exceeded their due 
bounds and meafilres ? what vain communication, 

, formerly accuftomed unto, hath been watched again ft 
^ and prevented? what diffimulation in love hath been ; cured or caft out? what irregular adtings in our 

perfons, families or occafions of life have been forfa- 
j ken ? An enquiry into thefe things, will give us 
j) real, fenfible evidence, whether our humiliation for 
; our own fins be compliant with the prefent calls of 
^ God. 

6thly, Another duty of the feafon is, that we mourn 
for the Jins of others ; of thofe efpecially in whom we 
are providentially concerned ; as relations, churches, 
the whole people of the land of our nativity, with 
whom we are engaged by manifold bonds and means 

I of conjundlion. It is well known that this fincere 
mourning for the fins of the places and times where- 

; in we live, of the people and churches whereunto 
I we do belong, is eminently approved of God, and a 
I token unto themfelves, in whom that fenfe is. of de- 
; liverance in a day of calamity, Kzek. ix. 4, 5, 6. 
' To have minds carelefs and regardlefs of the ins of 

other men, is a great evidence of want of fincerity 
* in our profeifiou of the deteftation of fin. Many pre- 
| tences there are of it; as that they will not hear us, 

we are not concerned in them; that they are wicked 
f enemies of God, and the worfe they are, the more 
| will their deftruftion be haftened : by fuch pretences 

do men deceive their iouL into a neglett of this du- 
i ty, yea, unto provoking fin, fuch as this is. 
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It is a matter of forrow unto them that truly fear 

God, and have any concernment in his glory, or the 
honour of Chrift, that the whole world, fo far as we 
know, is filled with all abominable provoking fins ; 
it lies under a deluge of fin, as it lay of old under a 
flood of waters ; only here and there appeareth an 
ark, that is carried above it. Atheifm, anti-fcriptu-' 
rifm, dijbelief of gofpel-myfteries, contempt of the re- \ 
ligion which they themfelves profefs, amongft all forts 
of Chriftians, the lofs of all public faith and truft, 
with a litter of unclean lufts, ambition, pride, covet- 
aufnefs, in many who have the outward conduft of ‘ 
the church, have fpread themfelves over the face off 
the earth. When God thus deals with the world, j 
when he gives it up unto this open profligate excefs 
which now abounds in it, it becomes unto all that, 
truly fear him, a place of darknefs, and forrow, 
which calls for a mourning frame of heart. 

It is fo much more as unto the land of our nativi- | 
ty. From a conjundlion with this people in blood, 
language, manners, laws, civil interefts, relations, a- i 
rifing from the common law of nativity, in a place | 
limited and bounded by providence unto efpecial | 
ends, we cannot but have a great concernment in | 
their good or evil. It is greater from hence, that 
the fume true religion hath been profeiTed in the 
wdioile nation, with innumerable privileges accom- 
panying it. 

On thefe and the like confiderations, the whole | 
nation is laid under the fame law of providence for ] 
good or evil. 

In the therefore of this people we are in a pe- 
culiar manner concerned; and fliall be fo in their ! 

fufferings. 
Whether fin abound in the land at prefent, we i 

have already made enquiry; and nothing, fpoken | 
before, fliail be repeated. If we have not a fenfe of 1 
thefe provocations, if we endeavour not to affedl our f 
hearts with them, and mourn over them, we are ve- 
ry remote from that frame which God calls unto. J A ..A 
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• And this mourning for the Jins-of others arifeth 

from a double fpring ; 
1. rLeal for the glory of God. 
2. CompaJJion for the fouls of men; yea, for the 

woful calamitous flate and condition which is coming 
upon them, even in this world. 

Surely thofe who are true believers cannot but be concerned in all the concerns of the glory of 
God. If in all our afflictions he is affiitted, in all 
the fufferings of his glory, we ought to fuffer. In 
the blefled direction given us for our prayers, as 
unto what we ought to pray for, that which, in the 
firfl place, is prefcribed, as that which principally 
and eminently we ought to infid on, is the glory of 
God in the fan£lification of his name, the progref- 
five coming of the kingdom of Chritl, and the ac- 
compliflimeut of his will, by the obedience of men 
in the world. If we are fincere herein, if we are 
fervent in thefe ^applications, is it nothing unto us, 
when all thefe things are quite contrary amongft, 
us ; when the name of God is blafphemed, a!:d all 
things whereon he hath placed his name are derid- 
ed ; when the whole internal intereft and kingdom 
of Chrift are oppofed, and the outward court of the 
temple given, every where, to be trodden down of 
the Gentiles; when all manner of fins abound, in 
oppofition unto the will and commands of God ^ 
when the earth is aimoft as unlike unto heaven as. 
hell itfelf; is there nothing to be mourned for here- 
in ? We are for the moft part felfilh, and fo it may 
go well with ourfelves, according to the extent of 
our relations and circumfiances, we are not greatly 
moved with what befals others. There is evil 
enough herein ; but ftiall we be moreover fo mind- 
ed towards Jefus Chrift, that whilft we are in fafe- 
ty, we care not though his concernments are in the 
utmoft hazard? do we love the name of God, the 
ways of God, the glory of God in his kingdom and 
rule, we cannot but be deeply affe&ed with the fuf- 
fering of them all in thefe days. 

The other fpring of this mourning frame, is com- 
H palfion 
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paffion for the fouls of finners, and their perfons al- 
fo in the approach of calamitous defolations. 

I am haftening to an end, and cannot infift on thefe 
things. This only I fhall fay, he that can take a 
profpeft of the eternally miferable condition of mul- 
titudes among whom we live, and the approaching 
miferies, which, without repentance and reforma- 
tion, will not be avoided, and not fpend feme tears 
on them, hath a heart like a flint or adamant, that 
is c:.i7able of no impreflion. 

yt/j/y. It is a feafon wherein we are called to a di- 
ligent, heedful attendance unto the duties of our Jia- tions, places, and callings, duties in our church-re- 
lations, duties in our families, duties in our cal- 
lings and manner of converfation in the world. 
This is the advice given by the apoftle, with refpedt 
unto fuch a feafon, 2 Pet. iii. 13, 14. “ Seeing that 
“ all thefe things fliall be diflblved, what manner of 
“ perfons ought ye to be, in all manner of conver- 
“ fation and godlinefs ? wherefore be diligent that 
“ you may be found of him in peace, without 
** fpot and blemifli.” Without a facred diligence 
in all thefe duties, we cannot be/carwrf z« of the Lord Chrift, when he comes to judge the world, 
and purify his church with a fiery tiial. Negligence, coldnefs, and floth in thefe things are 
tokens of approaching judgments. And of fome of 
them at this day the generality of profefl'ors feem to 
be almoft weary, and to attend unto them in a 
very indifferent and overly manner. But we may 
know affuredly, that if we thrive not in our dili- 
gence in thefe things, if the vigour of our fpirits in 
watchfulnefs be not engaged in them, we are not 
compliant with the prefent calls of God. 

%thly, It is required of us that we cry earneftly, 
continually, with perfevc-rance, for fuch an effujion of 
the Holy Spirit from above, as may difpofe and work 
the inhabitants of the land unto repentance and re- 
formation. 

That this is the only way, the only means of re- 
lief, of a fan&ified deliverance from defolating judg- 

ments, 
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incuts, hath been declared. And this is the only; 
way which fome of us have to help and affift the 
nation in its diftrefs. Wherefore, by a conftant 
continuance in fupplication for fuch tffvfian of the 
Holy Spirit, we fhall have a threefold advantage. 

1. We fhall hereby difcharge the duty ue owe un- 
te the land of our nativity, in fuch a way as none 
can deny or hinder. 

We owe a duty unto it on ail good accounts, 
moral, political, fpiritual. We are, for the moft of 
us, Unit up from giving any other affiilance unto it, 
by advice, counfel, or aftion ; this is that which 
none can hinder; wherein the pooreft may be as 
ufeful and ferviceable as the mighty. And if it 
be diligently attended unto, it will be far above 
whatever can be contributed by wifdom, wealth, or 
ftrength unto the fame end. For by this means we 
fhall be faved or perifh. 

2. It will preferve our own hearts in the bell 
frame for what we ourfelves may be called unto. 
He that is earnefl and fmcere in his fupplications 
for the communication of the Spirit unto others, 
fhall not want bleffed fupplies of him in his own 
foul: he will not withdraw from them, as unto 
themfelves, who fo efteem, prize, and value his work 
towards others. 

3. We fhall' hereby give teflimony unto God and 
his grace, againfl the curfed profanefs of the world; 
who reject and defpife this only means of relief and 
deliverance: for when all other remedies fail, rf 
God will not utterly forfake a church or people, he 
doth conftantly affign this, as the only means of 
their fafety. See jer. xxxi. 31, 32, 33. Ezek. si. 
17, 18, 19. chap, xxxvi. 25, 26, 27. This way 
the world defpifeth, regardeth not; wherefore we 
can in nothing give a greater teflimony unto God, 
than by infilling on this way with faith and pa- 
tience, contemning the reproaches of the world, on ■ the account of it. 

Qthly, Let us labour ourfelves to be exemplary in 
reformation, thereby to promote it among others. 

Let 
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Let us plead and exhort what we will, unlefs we 
give an evidence in our own perfons, of the necef- 
fity which we judge that there is of prefent refor- 
mation, we ftiall be of little ufe unto the promo- 
tion of it. 

Many retrenchments of libertj' in converfation 
may be among the belt of us ; many duties may be 
attended with more diligence ; many caufes of of- 
fence avoided; many evidences given of a deep fenfe 
of deferved judgments, and of cur reverence of the 
name of God therein ; much fruitfulnefs in charity 
and good works be declared. 

I have heard, that in the country, where a man 
is looked on to be a wife man, and a good hulband,. 
among his neighbours, they will note the times of 
his plowing, lowing, and manuring his ground, and 
not undertake any thing, until they “find him going 
before them in it. And if men are looked on, in a 
peculiar manner, as profeffors of religion at fuch a 
time as this, under calls and warnings from God 
for repentance and reformation, the eyes of other 
men will be towards them, to fee what they do on this occafion. And if they find them, as unto all 
outward appearance, carelefs and negligent, they 
will judge themfelves unconcerned, and abide in 
their fecurity. Wherefore, fo far as I know, if 
fuch perfons be hot exemplary, not only in repent- 
ance, but alfo in the evidence and demonftration 
of it, by its outward fruits, they may be, and are, 
the great obftru&ors of the reformation of the cities, 
towns, and places wherein they do inhabit; nor can 
any contract the guilt of a greater fin. And if God 
fliould bring an overflowing fcourge on the inhabi- 
tants of this land, becaufe they have not turned un- 
to him at his calls, it is moll righteous that they ihould (hare in the judgment alfo, who were an oc- 
cafion of their continuance in fecurity j a matter we 
have all juft caufe to tremble at. 

FINIS* 






