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PREFACE, 

AS the greatest pain I feel in committing the following sheets to the press, arises from an apprehension tliat many of my readers wiil accuse me of egotism ; I will not incur that charge in my preface, by detaining them with the rea- sons v hich have induced me, at this time, to yield to the desire of my friends. It is equally indifferent to the public to he told how it happened, that nothing should have got the better of my indolence and reluctance to comply with the same requests, for the space of twenty years, I will employ the«e few introductory pages merely to shew what pretensions this work may have to the notice of the world, after those publications which have preceded it. It is well known that the Wager, one of Lord Anson's squadron, was cast away upon a desolate island in the South' Seas. The subject of this book is a i elation of the extraor- dinary difficulties and hardships thro’ which, by the assis- tance of Divine Providence, a small part of her crew es- caped to their native land; and a very small proportion of those made their way in a new and unheard of manner, over a large and desert tract of land between the western mouth of the Magellanic streight and the capital of Chili; a country scarce to-be parallelled in any part of tlie globed in that it affords neither fruits, grain, nor even roots proper for the sustenance of man ; and what is still more rare, the very sea, which yields a plentiful support to many a barren coast, on this tempestuous and inhospitable shore, is found to be almost as barren’ as the land; and it must be confes- sed, that to those who cannoti riterest themselves with seeing human nature labouring, from day to day, to preserve its existence under the continual waift of such real necessaries as food, and shelter from the most rigorous ciimate, the fol- t .wing sheets will afford but little entertainment. 



Yet, after all, it must be allowed there can be no other way of ascertaining the Geography and Natural History of a country which is altogether morass and rock, io. apable of products or'culture, than by setting down every minute circumstance which was observed in traversing it. The fame may be said ofthe inhabitants, their manners, religion and language. What fruits could an European reap from a more iutimate acquaintance with them, than what he will find in the foilowing accidental observations? Vi e saw the most unproiitahle spot on 'the globe of the earth, and such it is described and ascertained to be. - \ It to be hoped some little amends may be made by such an insight as is given into the inteiior part of the country; and I find what I have put down has had the good fortune to he pleasing to some of my friends; info- . much that the only fault I have yet had laid to my papers is, (hat of being two short in the article of the Spanish set- tlements. But here I must 'ay, I have been dubious of the partiality of my friends; and, as I think, justly fearful lest the world in general, who may perhaps find compassion and indulgence for a protracted tale of distress, may not give the same allowance to a luxurious imagination tri- muphiug in a change of fortune, and sudden transition from the most distnai to the gayest scenes in the universe, and thereby indulging an egotism equally pfi’ensive to the envi- ous and censorious. I speak as briefly as possible of matters previous to bur( final separation from the rest of Lord Anson's squadron; for it is from this epocha that the train of our misfortunes properly commences; and tho’ Mr. Buikely, one of the warrant officers of the Wager, has long since jtnblished a Journal and Account of the re. urn of that part of the ship’s company, which, dissenting from ! aptajn C heap’s proposal of endeavouring to regain their native country by way of the great continent of South America, took their passage home in the long-boat, thro’ the Straights of Magellan ftmr transactions during our abode on the island have been re- lated by-him in so couscise a manner as to leave many par- ticulars unnoticed, and others touched so slightly, that they appear evidently to have been put together with the pur- pose of justifying thoseiproceedings which eonld not be considered in <thy other light than that of direct mutiny. Accordingly, we find that the' main substance of his Journal 



PREFACfi, V 
js employed in scrutinizing the conduct of Captain Cheap, and setting forth the conferences which passed between him and tJie seceders, relative to .the way and measures they were to take for their return home. I have, there- fore, taken some pains to review those early passages of the unfortunate scene I am to represent, and to enter into a detail, without which no sound judgment can be •formed of any disputed point, especially when it has been carried so far as to end in personal resentment, when contests and dissensions shall he found to have gone that length, it will be obvious to every reader, why a'licentious crew should hearken to any tactions leader rather than to the solidity of their captain’s advi.ce, who made it evident to eveiy unprejudiced understanding, that their tairest chance for 'safety and a better fortune, was to proceed with the long-, boat till they sligo id make prize of some vessel of the enemy, and thereby be enabled to bring to the Commo- dore a supply of stout fellows to assist in his conquests, and share in die honour and rewards. And yet it is hut justice even to ^iis ungovernable herd to explain, that though I have said above they ap- peared in the light of mutineers, they Were not actually such in the eye of the law; for till a subsequent act, made, indeed, on this occasion, tile pay of a ship’s crew ceased immediately upon her wreck, and consequently the officers authority and command. Having explained the foregoing particulars, I hope I may flatte r myself there are few things in the following sheetsx which wjll not he readily nndw stood by the great- est part of my readers; therefore I will not detain them »ny longer, 





BYRON’S NARRATIVE. 

The equipment and destination of the squadron fitted out in the year 1740, of which Commodore Anson had the command, being suflicientfy known from the ample and well-penned relation of it under his direction, I shall recite no particulars that are to be found, in that work.- But it may be necessary, for the better understanding the dis- 
astrous fate of the Wager, the subject of‘the fol- lowing sheets, to repeat the remark, that a strange infatuation seemed to prevail in the whole con- duct of this embarkation. For though it was un- accountably detained till the season for its sailing was past, no proper use was made of that time, which should have been employed in providing a suitable force of sailors and soldiery; nor was there a due attention given to other requisites for sd peculiar and extensive a destination. This neglect not only rendered the expedition abortive in its principal'object, but most materi- ally affected the condition of each particular ship ; and none so fatally as the Wager, who being an old Indiaman, bought into the service upon this occasion, was now fitted out-as a man of war; but being made to serve as a store-ship, was deep- ly laden with all kinds of careening geer, milita- ry and other stores, f6r the use of the other ships; 
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and, what is more, crouded with bale goods, and ' ♦encumbered with merchandise.- A ship of this quality and condition could not be expected to I work with that readiness and ease which was ne- cessary for her security and preservation in those heavy seas which she was to encounter. Her : crew consisted of men pressed from long voyages to be sent upon a distant and hazardous service : on the other, hand, all her land forces were no more than a poor detachment of infirm and decre- | pit invalids from Chelsea-hospital, desponding under theapprehensions of a long voyage. It is not then to be wondered that Captain Kid, under whose command this ship sailed out of the porg, should in his last moments presage her ijl success, though nothing very material happened during his - command. At hisdeath he was Succeeded by Captain Cheap, who still, without any accident, kept company - i with the squadron till we had almost gained the southernmost mouth of Stryhs Le Maire; when, being the sternmost ship, we w ere, by the sudden shifting-of the wind to the southward, and the turn of the tide, very near being w recked upon the rocks of Staten Land; which notwithstanding having weathered, contrary to the expectation of the rest of the squadron, we endeavoured all in o'l ! power to make up our lost.Way, and regain our station. This we effected, and proceeded .in our voyage, keeping company with the rest of tho sjiips for some time; when by a great roll of a 
hollow sea, we carried away our mizen-mast, all the chain-plates to wind ward being broken. Soon after, halrd gales at west coming on with a prpdf- gious swell, there broke a heavy sea in upon the 



BYRON'S NARRATIVE. 7 
ship, which stove our boats and filled us for some time. These accidents were the more disheartening, as our carpenter was on board the Gloucester, 
and detained there by the incessant tempestuous -weather and sea,-impracticable for boats. In a few days he returned, and supplied the, loss of a mizen-mast by a lower studding-sail-boom; but this expedient, together with the patching up of our rigging, was a poor temporary relief to us. W e were soon obliged to cut away, our best bow- er anchor to ease the foremast, the shrouds and chain-plates of which were all broken, and the ship in all parts in a most crazy condition. Thus shattered and disabled, a'single ship (for w e had now lost sight of our squadron) we had the 
additional mortification to find ourselves bearing for the land on a lee-shore ; having thus far pei- severed in the course we held, from an error in. conjecture ; for the weather was unfavourable for observation, and there are no charts of that part of the coast., - When those officers vYho first perceiv- ed their mistake, endeavoured to persuade the cap- 
tain to alter his course, and bear away, for the greater surety", to,the westward, he persisted in making directly, as he thought, for the island of Socoro; aud to such^as dared from time_to time to deliver their doubts of being entangled with the land stretching toihe westward, he replied, That he thought himself ip no case at liberty to deviate from his orders; and that the absence of his ship from the first place of rendezvous, would entirely frustrate the whole squadron in the first object of their attack, and possibly decide upon the fortune 
of tiie w hole expedition. For the better under. 
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standing the force of his reasoning, it is necessary to explain, that the island of Socoro is in the neighbourhood of Baldivia'; the capture of which place could not be effected without the junction of that ship which carried the ordnance and mi- litary stores. The knowledge of the great importance of giv- ing so early and unexpected a blow to the Spani- ards, determined the captain to make the shortest way to the point.in view; and that rigid adhe- rence to orders from w hich he thoughi himself iu no case at liberty to depart, begot in liim a.stub- born defiance of all difficulties, and took away from him' those apprehensions, which so justly alarmed all such as, from ignorance of the orders, had nothing present to their minds but the dan- gers of a lee-shore*. We had for some time been sensible of our approach to the land, from no other tokens than 

* Captain Cheap has been suspected of a design of going on the Spanish coast without the Commodore ; but no part of his conduct seems to authorize, in the least, such a suspicion. The author who brings this heavy charge against him, is equal) v mistaken in imagining that Captain Cheap had Rot instructions to sail to .this islrfnd, and that the Commodore did neither go nor send thither, to inform himself if any of the sqisadron veie there. This appears from the orders delivered to the captains of tiie squadron, the day before they sailed from Si. Cathai im ’s < L. Anson’s Voyage, B. 1. C.' 6.); from the orders of the council on board the Centurion, in the bay of St. Julian (C. 7.); and from the conduct of the Commodore (C. 10.) who cruized (with the utmost hazard) more than a fort- night off the isle, of Socoro, and along the coast in,its neighbourhood. It was the second rendezvous at Bahii- yia, and not that at'Socoro,-that the Commodore was forced fay necessity to neglect. 



byron’s narrative. .9 
those of weeds and birds, which are the usual in. 'dications of nearing the coast; but at length we ' had an imperfect view of an eminence, which we conjectured to be one of the mountains of the Cordilleras. This, however, was not so distinct- ly seen, but that many conceived it to be the eflect qf imagination : but if the captain was persuaded to the^nearness of our danger, it was now too late to remedy it; for at this time the straps of the fore.jeer blocks breaking, the fore-yard came down ; and the greatest part of the mfen being dis- abled through fatigue and sickness, it was some time before it could be got up again. The few hands who were employed in thjs business now plainly saw the land on the larboard beam, bear- ing N. W. upon which the ship was driving bodi- »ly. Orders were then' given immediately by the captain to sway the fore-yard up, and set the foresail; which done, we wore ship with her head to the southward, and endeavoured to crowd her olf-from the land : but the weather, from be- ing exceeding tempestuous, blowing now a per- fect hurricane, and right hi upon the shore, ren- dered our endeavours (for we were now only twelve hands fit for duty) entirely fruitless. The night came on, dreadful beyond description, In which, attempting to throw out our topsails to clawr olf the shore, they were immediately blown from the yards. . In the morning, about four o’clock, the ship struck. The shock we received upon this occa- sion, though very great, being not unlike a blow of a heavy sea, such as in the series of preceding storms we- had often experienced, was taken for the same j but we were soon undeceived by he/ 

n 3 
. ■■ 



striking again more yiolentiy than before, which laid her upon her beam-ends, the sea making a 
fair breach over her. .Every person that now could stir was presently upon the quarter-deck ; and many even of those were alert upon this oc- casion, that had not shewed their faces upon deck for above two months before: jevera) poor wretch- es, who were in the last stage of the scurvy, and who could not get out of their hammocks, were immediately drowned. In this dreadful situation she lay for some little time, every soul on boardlooking upon the present minute as his last; for there was nothing to be seen but breakers all around us. However, a moun- tainous sea hove her off from thence, but she pre- sently struck again, and broke her tiller. In tiiis terrifying and critical juncture, to have observed all the varjous modes of horror operating accord- ing to the several characters and Complexions 
amongst us, it. was necessary that the observer himself should have been free from all impressions i of danger. Instances there were, how ever, of behaviour so very remarkable, they could not es- cape the notice of any one who was not entirely bereaved of his senses; for some were in this con- dition to all intents and purposes; particularly one, in the ravings despair brought upon him, was seen stalking about the deck, flourishing a cutlass over his head, aqd callipg himself king of tho country, and stricking every body he came near, till his companions, seeing no other security against his tyranny, knocked him dowu. Isoim, -reduced before by long sickness and the scurvey, became on this occasion as it were petrified ain't 
bereaved of all sense, like inanimate logs, and 
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•were bandied to and fro by the jerks and rolls of the ship, without exerting any efforts to help themselves; So terrible was the scene of foaming breakers around us, that one of the bravest men we had could not help expressing his dismay at it, saying, It was too shocking a sight to bear; and would have thrown himself over the jails of the 
quarter-deck into the sea, had he not been pre- vented ; blit at the same time there were not wanting those who preserved a presence of fnind truly heroic. The man at the helm, though both rudder and tiller were gone, kept his station ; and being asked by one of the officers if the ship would steer or not, first took his time to make trial by the wheel, and then answered with as much respect and coolness as if the ship had been in the great- est safety ; and immediately after applied himself wiih his usual serenity to his duty, persuaded it did not become him to desert,it as long as the ship kepf together. Mr. Jones, mate, who now sur. 
vives not only this w reck, but that of the Litch- tield man of war upon the coast of Barbary, at the rime when the ship was in the most imminent danger, not only shewed himself undaunted, but endeavoured to Inspire the same resolution in the men ; saying, “ Sly friends, let hs not be dis'- couraged : did you, never see a ship amongst breakers before; Let us endeayour to push her through them/ Come, lend a hand; here is a sheet, and here is a brace; lay hold; I don’t doubt but we may' stick her ye t near enough to the land to save our lives.” This had so good an effect, that many who before were bglf dead, •seemed active'again, and now went to work in earnest. This Mr. Jones did purely to kee-p up 
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the spirits cf the people as long as possible; for he often said afterwards, he thought there was_ not the least chance of a single man’s being saved. We nowr run in between an opening of the break- ers, steering by the sheets and braces, when pro- videntially we stuck fast between two great rocks; that to windward sheltering us in some measure from the violence of the sea. We immediately cut away the main-and foremast; but the ship kept behting in such a manner, that we' imagined she could hold together hut a very little while. The day now broke, and the weather, that had been extremely thick, cleared away for a few moments, . 
and gave us a glimpse of the landi not far from us. We now thought of nothing but saving our lives. To get the boats out, as pur masts were gone. Was a work-of some time; which, when accomplished, many were ready to "jump into the first, by which means they narrowly escaped perishing before they rebelled the shore." 1 now went to Captain Cheap !(who had the misfortune to dislocate his shoulder by a fall the day before, as he was going forward to get the fore-yard swayed up,) and ask- ed him if he would not go on shore; but he tqld me, as be had done before, that he would be the last to leave the ship; and he ordered me to assist in getting the men out as soon as possible. I had 
been with him very often from the time the ship first struck, as J,e desired I w ould, to acquaint him with everything that passed; and L particu- larly remarked, that ,he gave his orders at that time with as much coolness as ever he had done 
during thp former part of the voyage. »The scene was now greatly changed ; for many who but a few minutes before had shewn the 
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strongest sigrts of despair, and were on their knees praying for mercy, imagining they were now in that immediate danger, grew very riot- ous. broke open every chest and Don that w^s at band, stove in the beads of casks of brandy and wine as they were borne up to the hatchways, and got so drunk, that some of them were drowned on board, and lay floating about the decks for some days after. Before I ieft the ship, I went down to my chest, which was at ttie bulk-head of the wardroom, in order to save some little matters, if possible; but whilst I was there the ship thumped with $uch violence, and the water came in so fast, that 1 tfas forced to get upon the quarter deck again, without saving a single rag but what was upon my back. The . boatswain and some of the people would not leave the ship so long as there was any liquor to * 
be got at; upon which Captain Oheap suffered himself to be helped oiit of his bed, pfff into the boat, and carried on shore. It is natural to think, that to men thus upon the point of perishing by shipwreck, the getting to land was the-highest attainment of their wish- es; undoubtediyit was a desirable event; yet, all things considered, our condition was but little mended by the change. Which ever way we looked,' a scene of horror presented itself; on one side, the wreck (in which was all that we bad in the world to support and subsist us,) to- gether with a boisterous sea, presented us with t!>e most dreary prospect; on the other, the land , did -not wear a much more favourable appear- ance: desolate and barren, without sign of cul- ture, we could hope to reedvp.little other beuelit 
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from it than the preservation it afforded us from the sea. It must be confessed this was a great and merciful deliverance from immediate des- truction; but then we had wet, cold, and hunger to (Tuggle with, and ro - isjble remedy against any ot these evils. Exerting ourselves} however, tho’ faint, benumbed, and almost helpless, to find some wretched covert against the extreme incle- mency of the weather, we discovered an Indian hut, at a SmaiJ distance from the beach, within a wood, in which as many as possible, without dis- tinction, croitdcd themselves, the night coming on exceedingly tempestuous and rainy. But here our situation was such, as to exclude all rest and 
refreshment by sleep from most of us; for be» 

4side$ that we.prcssed upon one another extreme- ly, we were not without our, alarms and appre- hensions of being attacked by the Indians, from a discovery we made of some of their lances and other arms in our hut; and our uncertainty of their srength and disposition, gave alarm to oni imagination, and kept us in continual an- xiety. 
In this miserable hovel, one of out company, a lieutenant, of invalids, died this night; and of those who for want of .room took shelter under a great tree, which stood them in very little stead, two,more perished by the severity of that cold, and rainy night. In the morning, the calls of hunger, which had been hitherto suppressed, by our attention to more immediate dangers and dif- ficulties, were now become too importunate (o be resisted. We had most of us fasted eight - nd forty hours, some more; it was time, therefore, to make inquiry among ourselves w hat store of 
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sustenance had been br.ought from the wreck by ihe providence of some, and what could be pro- cured on the islmd by the industry of others: but the produce of the one amounted to no more than two or three pounds of Biscuit-dust reserved in a bag, and all the success of those who ven- 
tured abroad, the weather being still exceedingly bad, was to kill one sea-gull, and pick some wild seltery. , These, therefore, were immediately .put into a pot, with the addition of a large (juantiiy of water, and made into a kind of soup, - of which each partook as far as it would go; but we had no sooner thrown this down than we were seized with the most painful sickness at our • stomachs, viojeut reaclrings, swoonings, and other symptoms of beivg poisoned. This was imputed to various causes, but in general^o the herbs we made use of, in the nature and quality of which we fancied ourselves mistaken ; but a little fur- ther inquiry let ns into the real occasion of it, which was no other than this: the biscuit-dust was the sweepings of the bread-room, but the bag in w hich, tiiey were put had been a'tobacco bag; the contents of which not being entirely taken out, what remained mixed with thd biscuit- dust, ^ari proved a strong emetic. W e were in all about a hundred and forty who had got to shore; but some few remained still on 
board, detained either by drunkenness, ora view of pillaging the'wreck, among which was the boatswain. These were visited by an officer in the yawl, who was to endeavour to prevail upon them to join the rest; but finding them in the greatest disorder, and disposed to mutiny, hp was obliged to desist fiwn his purple, and return 
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■without them. Though we were very desii'ous, and our necessities required that we should take some survey of the land we were upon, yet being strongly prepossessed that the savages were re- tired but some little distance fiom us, and waited to see us divided, our parties did not make this day any great excursions from, the hut; but as far as we went, we found it vfcry morassy and unpromising. The spot which we occupied was a,bay formed by hilly promontories; that to the north so exceeding steep, that in order to ascend it (for there was no going round, the bottom being washed by the s«a) we were at the labour of cutting steps. This, which we called Mount Misery", was of use to us in taking some observa- tions afterwards, when the weather would per- mit: the southern promontory w as not so. inac- cessible. Beyond this, I with some others hav- ing reached another bay, found driven ashore some parts of the wreck, but no kind of provi- sion ; nor did we meet with any shell-fish, which we were chiefiy in search of. We therefore re- 
turned to the rest, and for that daiy made no other repast than what the wild sellery afforded us. The ensuing night proved exceedingly tem- pestuous ; and the sea running very high,.threat- ened those on board with immediate destruction by the parting of the wreck. They then were as solicitous to get ashore, as they were before ob- stinate in refusing the assistance we sent them ; and when they found the boat did not come to their relief at the instant they expected it, with- out considering how impracticable a thing it was to send it them in such a sea, they.fired one of the • quarter- dcclf guns at the hut. the ball of which 
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did but just pass over the covering of it, and was plainly heard by the captain and us who 'were within. Another attempt therefore, was nia e to bring these madmen to land; w'hich however, by the violence of the sea, and other impediments, occasioned by the mast that lay along-stde, proved ineffectual. This ■ unavoidable delay made the people on board outrageous: they fell to beating every thing to pieces that fell in the way; and, carrying their intemperance to the greatest excess, broke open chests and cabins for plunder that could be of no use to them; and so earnest were they in this wantonness of theft, that one man had evidently been murdered on ar- ■ count of some division ’of the spoil, or for the the sake of the share that fell to him, having all the marks of a strangled corpse. One thing in this outrage they seemed particularly attentive to, which was, to provide themselves with arms and ammunition, in order to^ support them in putting their mutinous designs in execution, and asserting their claim to a lawless exemption from the authority of their officers, which they pretend- ed must cease with the loss of theship.. Uut of these ariiis, which we stood in great need of, they were soon bereaved, npon coming ashore, by the resolution of Captain Cheap apd Lieutenant Hamilton of the-marines. Among these mu- 

tineers which had been left on board, ate I observ- ed before, was the boatswain ; w ho, instead of exerting the authority he had over the rest, to keep them within bounds as much as possible, was himself a ringleader in their riot; him, with- out respect to the figure he then made, for he Wits in laced detlies, Captain Chettp, by a blow 
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Jwf'll laid.on with his cane, felled to the ground. It AYas scarce possible to refrain from laughter 
at the whimsical appearance these fdloAvs made, who, having rifled the chests of the officers best Suits, had .put them on over their greasy trowsefs and dirty checked shirts. They were soon stripped of their finery, as they had before been obliged to resign their arms. 

The incessant rains, and exceeding cold Avea- . ther in this climate, rendered it impossible for us to subsist long without shelter; and -the .hut being much too little to receite us all, it was ne- cessary to fall upon some expedient, without de- lay, which might serve our purpose! accordingly the gunner, carpenter, and some more, turning the cutter keel upwards, and fixing it upon props, made no despicable habitation. Having thi0i established some sort of settlement, we had thfe more leisure to look about us, and to make oiir researches with greater accuracy than we bad before, after such supplies as the most deso- late coas's are seldom unfurnished with. Ac- cordingly we soon provided ourselves with some sea-fowl, and found limpets, muscles, and 
other shell-fish in tolerable abundance; but*this rummagirlg of the shore was noAV become ex- tremely irksome to those Avho had any feeling, by the bodies of our drowned people thrown among the rocks, some of which Avere hideous spec- tacles; from the mangled condition they were in by the violbnt surf that drove in upon, the coast. These horrors were overcome by the distresses of our people, who were even glaif of the occasion of killing the gallinazo (the carrion crow of that icouutry) while preying on these carcases, in 
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order to make a meal of them. But a provision 
by 110 means proportionable te the number of mouths to be fed, could, by our utmost industry, be acquired from that part of the island we had 
hitherto traversed ': - therefore, till we were in a capacity of making more distant excursions, the wreck was-to be applied to, as often as possible, for such supplies as could be got out of fier: But as this was a very precarious fund in its present situation, and at best could not last us long; considering too, that it was very unccr» tain how long wc might be detained upon this island; the stores and provision vie were sb fortunate as to retrieve, were not only to be dealt out with the most frugal economy, bot a suf- ficient quantity, if possible, laid by, to fit us out, whenever we could agree upon.any method of transporting ourselves from this dreary spot. The difliculties we had to encounter in these visits to the wreck, cannot be easily described; for no part of it being above water' except the 
quarter-deck and part of the fore-castle, we were usually obliged to purchase such things as were within reach, by means of large hooks fas- tened to poles, in which business w e were much incommoded,by the dead bodies floating between decks. 

In order to secure what we thus got in a man- ner to answer the ends and purposes above men- tioned, Captain Cheap ordered a store-tent to be erfccted near his hut, as a repository, from which nothing was to be dealt out, but in the measnre and proportion agreed upon by the officers; and though it was very hard upon us petty officers, who were fatigued w ith hunting all day in quest; 
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of foml, to defend this tent from invasion lay night* CO other means could be devised for this purpose so effectual as the committing this charge to ouj- care; and we were accordingly ordered to divide the task equally between us. Yet, not- withstanding our outmost vigilance and care, fre- 
quent robberies wgre committed upon our trust, the tent being accessible in more than one place. And one night, when 1 had the watch, hearing a stir within, i came unawares upon the thief, and presenting a pistol .to hjs brea/* obliged him to 
submit to be tied up to a post, till I had an op- portunity of securing him more effectually. 'De- predations continued to be made on our reserved stock, notwithstanding the great hazard attend- ing such attempts; for ourxommon safety made it necessary to punish them w ith the utmost ri- gour. This Avill not be wondered at, when it is known how little the allowance which might consistently be dispensed from thence was pro- portionable to our common exigencies: so that our daily and nightly task of roving after food, was not in the least relaxed thereby; and all put together was so far from answering our neces- sities, that many at this time perished with hun- 
ger. A boy, when no other eatables could be found, having picked up the liver of one of the drowned men (whose carcase had been torn to pieces by the force with which the sea drove it among the rocks) was with difficulty with-held from making a meal of it. The men were so as- siduous in their research after the few things which drove from the wreck, that in order to have no sharers of their good fortune, they ex- amined the shore no less by night than by day; 
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so that many of those who were less alert, or not so.fortunate as their neighbours, perished with hunger, or were driven to the last extremity. It must be observed that on-the 14lh of IViaywe 
were cast away, and it was not till the twenty- fifth of this month, that provision was served re- gularly from the store-tent. The land we were now settled upon was about 80 tcagpes to the northward of the western mouth of the streights of Magellan, in the latitude «f between 47 and 48° south, from whence/ we could plainly see the Cordilleras; and by two Lagoons on the north and south of us, stretching towards those mountains, we conjectured it was an island. But as yet we had no means of in- forming ourselves perfectly, whether it was an island or the main; Tor besides that, the inland parts at little distance from us seemed iropracti. cable, from the exc eeding great thickness of the wood, we had hitherto been in such confusion and want (each finding lull employment for his time, in scraping together a wretched subsistence, and providing shelter against the cold and rain} that no party could be formed to go upon dis- coveries. The climate and season too were ut- terly unfavourable to adyentuicrs, and the coast, as far as our eye could stretch seaward, a scene 
of such dismal breakers as would discourage the most daring from making attempts in small boats. Nor were we asssisted in our inquiries by any observation that could be made from the emi- nence we called Mount Misery, toward land, our ^fospect that way being intercepted by still high- er hills and lofty woods; we,had therefore no other expedient, by means of w hich io come at 



22 BY icon's narrative. 
this knowledge, but. by fitting out one of onr ship’s boats upon some discovery, to inform ns of our situation. Our long-boat was still on board the? wreck; therefore a number of hands were now dispatched to cut the gunwale of the ship, in order to get her out. Whilst we were employed in this business there appeared three canoes of Indians paddling towards us: x they had come round the point from the southern Lagoons. It was some time before we could prevail upon them to lay aside their fears and approach us, which at length thcy were induced to do by the signs of friendship we made them, and by shewing some bale-goods, which they 
accepted, and suffered themselves to be con- ducted to the Captain, Who made them likewise some presents. They were strangely affected ■jvith the nowelty, thereof; but chiefly when shewn tho looking-glhss, in which the beholder could not conceive it to be his own face that was represented, but that of Some other behind it, 
which he therefore w ent round to the back of the glass to find out. These people were of a small stature, very swarthy, having long^ black, coarse hair, hang- ing over their faces. It was evident from their great surprize, and every part of their behavi- our, as well as their not having one thing in their possession which could be derived Irom white ' people, that they had never seen such. Their doathing was nothing but a bit of some beast’s skin about their waists, and' something woven from featljers over the shoulders; and as they ut- tered no word of any language vve had ever beard, noj; had any method of making themselves 
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■Hnderstood, vtc presumed they could have had no intercourse with Europeans. These savages, who upon their departure left us a few muscles, re. turned in two days and surprised us by bringing three Sheep. From whence they could procure these animals in a part of the world so distant from any Spanish settlement, cut otf from all 
communication with the Spaniards by an inac- cessible coast and unprofitable country, is diffi- cult tq conceive. Certain it is, that we saw no such creatures, nor ever heard of any such, from . the Streights of Magellan, till we got mto the neighbourhood of Chiloc: it must be by some strange accident that these creatures came info their possession ;-but what that was, we never could learn from them. At this interview we bartered with them for a dog or two, which we roasted and eat. In a few days after, they made us another vi- sit, and bringing their wives with them, took up 
theirabode with usforsomedays, then again leftus. Whenever the weather permitted, which was now grown something drier, but exceeding cold, we employed ourselves about the wreck, from which wc had at sundry times recovered several articles of provision and liquor; these were de- ■ posited in the store-tent. Ill humour and dis- content, from the difficulties we laboured under 
in procuring subsistence^ and the little prospect there was of any amendment in our condition, was now breaking out apace. In some it shew- ed itself by a separation of settlement and habi- tation ; in others, by a resolution of leaving the captain entirely^ and making a>wild journey by 
themselves, without determining- upon any plan 
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themselves, without determining upon any piarr whatever. For my own part, seeing it was the' fashion, and liking none of their parties, I built 
a little hut just big enough for myself and a poor Indian dog I found in the woods, who could shift for himself along Shore, at low water, by getting limpets. This creature grew so fond of me and faithful, that he would suffer no body to come near the hut without biting them. Besides those seeeders I mentioned, some laid a scheme of de- serting its entirely: these w«re in number Ten ^ the greatest part of them a most desperate and abandoned erew, who, to strike a notable stroke before they went off, placed half a barrel of gun-- powder close to the captain’s hut, laid a train to it, and were just preparing to perpetrate their wicked design of blowing up their commander, when they were with difficulty dissuaded from it by one who had some bowels and rembrse of conscience left in him. These wretches, after rambling some time in the woods, and finding it impracticable to get off, for they were then con- yinced that vie were not upon the main, as they had Imagined when they first left us, but upon an island within four or five leagues of it, re- turned and settled about a league from us; however, they were still determined, as soon as they could procure craft fit for their pur- pose, to get to the main. But before they could, effect this, we found means to prevail upon the 
armourer and one of the carpcntei’s crew, two very , useful men to us, who had imprudently 
joined them, to come over again to their outy. The rest, (one or two excepted) haviug built a- 
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masts into a canoe, went away up one oi' the Lagoons, and were never heard of any more. 

These being a desperate and factious set, did not distress us much by their departure, but ra- ther added to our future security: one in parti- cular, James Mitchell by name, we had all the reason in the world to think had committed no less then two murders since the loss of our ship; one on the person found strangled on board, an- other on the body of a man whom we discovered among some bushes upon Mount Misery, stabbed in several places, and shockingly mangled. This diminution of our number was succeeded by an unfortunate accident much more affecting in its consequences, I mean the death of Mr. Cozens, midshipman; in {elating which with the neces- sary impartiality and exactness, I think myself obliged to be more than ordinary particular. Jiaving one day, among other things, got a cask of peas out of the wreck, about which 1 was al- 
most constantly employed, 1 brought it to shore in the yawl; when bluing landed it, the captain 
came down upon the beach, and bid me go up to some of the tents, and ordered hands to come down and roll it up; but finding none except Mr. Cozens, t delivered him the orders, who im- mediately came down to the captain, where I left them when I returned to the wreck. Upon my coming on shore again, I found that Mr. Cozens was put under confinement by the captain, for 
being drunk aud giving him abusive language; however, he was soon after released. A clay or two after he had some dispute with the surgeon, jiud came to blows: all these things incensed the 
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captain greatly against him., believe this un- fortunate man was kept warm with liquor, and set on by some ill-designing persons; for, when sober, 1 never knew a better natnred man, or one more inoffensive. Some little time after, at the hour of serving provisions, Mr. Cozeqs was. at the store-tent; and having, it-seems, lately had a quarrel with the purser, and now some words arising between them,.the latter told him he was come to mutiny; and without any'furthor ceremony fired a pistol at his head, which nar- rowly missed him. The captain, hearing the re- 
port of the pistol, and perhaps the purser’s words, that Cozens was co oe to mutiny, ran out of his hut with a cocked pistol in his hand, and, with- out asking any questions, immediately shot him through the head. I. was at this time in my hut, 
as the weather was extremely bad: but running out upon the alarm of this lir.ng, the first thing 1 saw was Mr. Cozens on the ground, weltering in his blood ;. he was sensible, and took me by the hand, as he did several others, shaking his head, as if lie meant to take leave of us. If Mr. Cozens’ behaviour to his captain was indecent and provoking, the captain’s on the other hand, was rash and hasty: If the first was wanting in’ 
that respect and observance which is due from a pettyr officer to his commander, the-latter was still more unadvised in the method he took for the en- forcement of his authority ; of which, indeed, he was jealous to the last degree, an’d which he saw daily declining, and ready to be trampled upon. His mistaken apprehension of a mutinous desigin in Mr. Cozens, the sole motive of this rash action, was so far from answering the, end he proposed by 
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ft:, lhat the men, who before were fnuch dissatis- fied and uneasy, were by this unfortunate step 
thrown almost into open sedition and revolt. It was evident, that the people who ran out of their tents, alarmed by the report of fire arms, .though they disguised their real sentiments for the pre- sent, were extremely alfected at this catastrophe of Mr. Cozens, for he was greatly beloved by them: their minds were now exasperated, and it was to be apprehended*, that their Tesentment, which was smothered -for the present, would shortly shew itself in some desperate enter- prise. The unhappy victim, who lay welter- ing in hi's blood on the ground before them, 
seemed to absorb their -whole attention; the eyes of ail were.fixed upon Him; and visible marks of the deepest concern appeared in the 
countenances of-the spectators. The persuasion the captain was under, at the time he shot Mr. Coz- 
ens, that his intentions were .mutinous, together with a jealousy of the diminution of his authority, occasioned also his behaving w ith less compassion and tenderness tow ards him afterwards than was •consistent with the unhappy cbnditiou of tlw poor sufferer: for when it was begged as a favour by his mess-mates, that Mr. Cozens might be remov- ed to their tent, though a necessary thing in his dangerous situation, yet it was not permitted; but the poor wretch was suffered to languish on the ground some days, with no other covering than a bit of canvas thrown over some bushes where he died. But to return to our story; the captain, addressing himself to die people thus as. senabled, told them that it was his resolution to maintain his command over them as usual, whicft 
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still remaiiu d in as much force as ever; ana then ordered theni all to return to their respective tents, with which order they instantly complied. Now we had saved the long boat from the wreck, and got it in our possession, there was nothing that seemed so necessary, towards the advancing 
our delivery from this desolate place, as the new- modelling this vessel, so as to have room for all those who were inclined to go oft in her, and to put her in a condition to bear the stormy seas we must of course encounter. We therefore hauled her up, and having placed her upon blocks, sawed her in two, in order to lengthen her about twelve feet by the keel. For this purpose, all those who could be spared from the more immediate task 
of procuring subsistence, were employed in fitting and shaping timber as the carpenter directed them ; ,1 say, in procuring subsistence, because the Wea- 
ther lately having been very tempestuous, and the wreck vyorking much, had disgorged a great part of her contents which were every where dispers- ed about the shore. We now7 sent frequent parties up the- Lagoons, which sometimes succeeded in getting some sea fowl for us. The Indians appealring again in the oiling, we put off our yaw l, in order to frustrate any design they might have of going up the La- goon towards the deserters, who would have avail- ed themselves of some of their canoes to have got upon the main. Having conducted them in, we „found that their intention was to settle among us, 
for they had brought their wives and children w ith them, in all about fifty persons, who immediately set about building themselves wigwams, and seem- rd.much reeonoiUd. to our company; and, could 
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we bare entertained them as we ought, they would have been of great assistance to us, who were ex. tremely put to it to subsist ourselves, being a huu. dred in number; but the men, now Subject to lit- tle or no controul, endeavoured to seduce their wives, which gave the Indians such offence, that in a short time they found means to depart, tak- ing every thing along with them ; and we being sensible of the cause, never expected to see them return again. The carpenter having made some progress in his work upon the long-boat, in which he was enabled to proceed tolerably, by the tools and other articles of his business- retrieved from the wreck, the men began to think of the course they should take to get home; or rather, having borrowed Sir John Narborough’s Voyage t>f Cap. tain Cheap, by the application of Mr. Bulkely, which book he saw me reading one day in my tent, they, immediately upon perusing it, con- cluded upon making their voyage home by the Streights of Magellan. This plan was proposed to the captain, who by no means approved of it, his design being to go northwards, with a view of seizing a ship of the Aemy’s, by which means he might join the Commodore: at present, therefore, here it rested.' But the men were in high spirits from the prospect they had of getting off in the long-boat, overlooking all the difficulties and ha- zards of a voyage' almost impracticable, and ca- ressing the carpenter, who indeed was an excel- lent workman, and deserved all the encourage- ment they could give him. The Indians having left ns, and the weather continuing tempestuous and rainy, the distresses of the people for want of 
loody became insupportable. Our number, which 
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was at first 145, was now reduced to 100, and chiefly by famine, which put the rest upon all shifts and devices to support themselves. One day, when I was at home in my hut with my In- dian dog, a party came to my door, and told me 
their necessities were such, that they must eat the creature or starve. Though their plea was urgent, I could riot help using some arguments to endea- - vour to dissuade them from killing him, as his 
faithful services and fondness deserved it at my hands; but, without weighing my arguments, they took him away by force and killed him • upon y hich, thinking that 1 had at least as good a right to a share as the rest, 1 sat down with them and partook of their repast. Three weeks aft(y that 1 was glad to make a meal of his paws and skin, which, upon recollecting the spot where they had killed him, I found thrown aside and rotten. The pressing calls of hunger drove our men to their wits end, and put them upon a variety of devices to satisfy it. Among the ingenious this way, one Phips, a boatswain’s mate, having got a water puncheon, scuttled it; then lashing two logs one on each side, stet out in quest of ad- ventures in this extraordinary and original piece of embarkation. By this means he would fre- quently, when all the rest were starving, provide himself with wild fowl; and it must havo.been very bad weather indeed which could deter him from putting out to sea when his occasions requir- ed. Sometimes he would venture far out in the offing, and be absent the whole day: at last, it w as his misfortune, at a gjeat distance from shore, to be overset by a heavy sea; but being near a rock, though.no swimmer, he managed so as to 
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scramble to it, and with great difficulty ascended it: there he remained two days with very little hopes of any relief, for he was too far off to be seen from Shore: but fortunately a boat having put off and gonp in quest of wild fowl that way, discovered him making such signals as he was able, and brought him back to the island. But this ac- cident did not so discourage him but that soon after having procured an ox’s hide, used on board for sifting powder, and called a gunner’s hidej by the assistance of some hoops he formed some- thing like a canoe, in which he made several suc- cess! ul voyages. When the weather w ould per- mit us, we seldom failed of getting some wild fowl, though never in any plenty, by putting off' with our boats; but this most iniiospitable climate is not only deprived of the sun for the most part, by a thick, rainy atmosphere, but is also visited by almost incessant tempests. It must be Confes- sed, we reaped some benefit from these hard gales artd overgrown seas, which drove several things ashore; but there was no dependance on such ac- cidental relief; and we were always alert to avail : ourselves of every interval of fair w eather, though ! so little to be depended on, that we were often unexpectedly and to our peril overtaken by a sucL ; den change. In one of our excursions, I,.with tw o more, in a wretched punt of our own making, had no sooner landed at our station upon a high | rock, than the punt was driven loose by a sudden squall; and had not one of the men, at the risk of his life, jumped into the sea and swam on board her, we must in all probability have perished ; for we were morsMluui three leagues from tfye 
Island at the time. * Among the birds we gene- 
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rally shot, was the painted goose, whose plumage is variegated with the most lively colours; and a bird much larger than a goose, which we called the race-horse, from the velocity with which it 
moved upon the surface of the water, in a sort of half flying, half running motion. But we were not so successful in our endeavours by land; for thotigh we sometimes got pretty far into the woods, we met with very few birds in all dur w alks. We never saw but three woodcocks, two of which were killed by Mr. Hamilton, and one by myself. These, with some humming-birds, and a large kind of robin red-breast, were the only feathered inhabitants of this island, Except- ing a small bird with two very long feathers in his tail, 'which was generally seen amongst the roekSj and was so tame, that I have had them rest upon my shoulder whilst I hav.e been gather- ing shell-fish. Indeed, we were visited by many birds of prey, some very large; but these only oc- casionally, and, as we imagined, allured by some dead whale in the neighbourhood, which w as once seen. However, if we were so fortunate as to kill one of them, we thought ourselves very well off. In une of my walks, seeing a bird of this lat- ter ki,nd upon an eminence, I endeavoured to come upon it unperceived with my gun, by means of the woods which lay' at the back of that emi- nence, but when I had proceeded so far in the 
wood as to think I was in line with it, I heard a grow ling close by me, which made me think' if advisable to retire as soon as possible: the woods were' so gloomy I could see nothing; but as I re- tired, this noise follow ed me close till I had got out of them. Some of our men did assure me, 
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that they had seen a very large beast in the woods; but their description of it was too imperfect to be relied upon. The wood here is chiefly of the aro- matic kind; .the iron. wood, a wood of a very deep red hue, and another of an exceeding bright yellow. Ad the low spots are very swampy; but what we thought strange, upon the summits of the highest hills, were found beds of shells a foot or two thick. The long-boat being near finished, some of our company were selected to go out in the barge, in order to reconnoitre the coast to the southward, which might assist us in the navigation we were going upon. This party consisted of Mr. Jtlul- kely, Mr. Jones, the purser, myself, and ten men. The first night we put into a good harbour, a fe w leagues to the southward of Wager's island; where finding a large bitch big with puppies, tfe regaled upon them. In this expedition we had our usual bad weather, and breaking sehs, whjch were gyown to such a height the third day, that w e were obliged, throbgh distress, to push in at the first inlet we saw at hand. This we had no sooner entered, than we were presented w ith a view of a fine bay, in which having secured the barge, we went ashore; but the weather being very rainy, and finding nothing to subsist upon” we pitched a bell tent, -which we brought with us, in the wood opposite”to where the barge lay. As this tent was not large enough to contain us all, 1 proposed to four of the people, to go to the end of the bay, about two miles distant from the bell tent, to occupy the skeleton of an old Indian wigwam, which 1 had discovered in a.walk that way upon our first landings This we covered to 
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windward with sea-weed; and lighting a fire, laid ourselves down, in hopes of finding a remedy for our hunger in sleep; but we had not long composed ourselves before one of our company was disturbed by the blowing of some animal at his face, and upon opening of his eyes, was not a little astonished to see by the glimmering of the ; fire, a large beast standing over him. He had presence of mind enough to snatch a brand from the fire, which was now very low, and thrust it at the nose of the animal, who thereupon made off; this done, the mait awoke us, and related, with horror in his countenance, the narrow escape he * „ had of being devoured. But though we were under no small apprehensions of another visit from this aninjal, yet our fatigue and heaviness was greater than our fears; and we once more com- posed ourselves to rest, and slept the remainder pf the night without any further disturbance. In the morning we were not a little anxious to know how our companions had fared ; and this anxiety "was increased upon tracing the footsteps of the beast in the sand, in a direction towards the bell tent. The impression was deep and plain,‘of a' large round foot well furnished with claws. Upon our acquainting the people in the tent with the circumstances of our story, we found that they "too had been visited by the same unwel- come guest, which they had driven away by much the same expedient. We now relumed from this cruise, with a strong gale, to Wager’s Island having found it.impracticable to make 
farther discoveries in the barge, on so dangerous a coast, and in such heavy seas. Here we sooq discovered, by the quarters of dogs hanging up, 



byron’s narrative. 3i 
that the Indians had brought a fresh supply to out market. Upon inquiry, we found that there had been six canoes of them, who among other methods of taking fish, had taught their d gs to drive the fish into a corner of some pon;!, or lake, from w hence they were easily taken out. by the skjll and address of these savages. The old cabal, during our absence, had been frequently revived; the debates of which.generally ended in riot and drukenness. This cabal was chiefly held in a large tent, which the people belonging to it had taken some pains to make snug and convenient, and lined with bales of broad cloth driven from the wreck. Eighteen of the stoutest fellows of the ship’s company had possession of this tent, from whence were dispatched commit- tees to the captain, with the resolutions they had taken with regard to their departure; butoftener for liquor. Their determination w as to go in the 
long-boat to the southward by the Streights of Magellan; and the point they were labouring, was to prevail upon the captain to accompany them. But though he Jiad fixed upon a quite dijferent plan, which was to go to the northuiard, yet he thought it politic, at present, seemingly to 
acquiesce with them, in order to keep them quiet. When they began to stipulate wdlh him, that he should be under some restrictions in point of command, and should do nothing with- out consulting h>s officers^ he insisted upon the 
full exercise of his authority, as before. This broke ull measures between them, and they were from this time determined he should go with them, whether he would or no. A better pretence they, could not have for effecting thisdetign, than 
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fhe unfortunate affair of Mr. Cozens; which they therefore made use of for seizing his person, and putting him under confinement, in order to bring him to- his trial in England. The long- boat was now launched, and ready for sailing, and all the men embarked, except Captain Pember- 
ton, with a party of marines, who drew them up upon the beach with intent to conduct Captain Cheap on board; but he was at length persuaded to desist from this resolution by Sir. Bulkcly. The men too, finding they were straitened for 
room, and that their stock of provision would not admit of their taking supernumeraries aboard, "were now no less Strenuous for his enlargement, and being left to his option of staying behind. 
Therefore, after having distributed their share in the'reserved stock of provision, which was very small, w e departed, leaving Captain Cheap, Mr. Hamilton of the marines, and the surgeon, upon the island. I had all along been in the dark as to the turn this ati'air would take; and not in the least suspecting but that it was determined Cap- tain Cheap should be taken with us, readily em. barked under that persuasion; but when 1 found 

. that.this design, which was so seriously carried ' on to the last, was suddenly dropped, I was de- 
termined, upon the first opportunity, to leave them; which was at this instant impossible for me to do, the long-boat lying some distance off shore, at anchor. We were in all eighty-one, when we left the island, distributed into the long-boat, cutter, and barge; fifty-nine on board the first, twelve in the second, in the last, ten. It was our purpose to put into some har- bour, if-possible, every evening, as we were in no 
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condition to keep those terrible seas long; for without other assistance, our stock of provisions was no more than' might have been consumed in a few days; our water was chiefly contained in a few pondcr-barrels; our flour was to be lengthened out by a mixture of sea-wced ; and our other supplies depended upon the success .of our guns, a d industry among the rocks. Cap- tain Pemberton having brought on board his men, we weighed ; but by a sudden squall of wind, having split our fore-sail, we with difficulty cleared the rocks, by means of our boats, bore away for a-sandy bay, on the south side of the Lagoon, and anchored in ten fathom. The next morning we got under weigh; but it blow- ing hard at W, by N. with a great swell, put into a small bay again, well sheltered by a ledge of rocks without us. At this time, it was 
thought necessary to send the barge away back to Cheap’s bay, for some spare canvas, which w as imagined would be soon wanted. I thought this a good opportunity-of returning, and there- fore ma;-'e one with those who went upon this bu- siness in the barge. We were no sooner clear of the long-boat, than all those in the boat with me declared they had the same intention. When-we arrived at the island, we were ex- tremely welcome to Captain Cheap. The wext day, J asked him leave to try if I could prevail upon (hose in the long-boat to give us our share of provision: this he granted; but said, if we 
went in (lie barge, they would certainly take her from us. I told him my design was to walk it, and only desired the boat might land me upon the 
maiu, and wait for iqe till I came back. I had 
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the most dreadful jourm-y of it imaginable) through thick \Voods and swamps, all the way; but I might as well have spared myself that trouble, as it was to no manner of purpose; for they would not give me, nor any owe of us that left them, a single ou.ico of provisions of any kiriii. T therefore returned, and after that made a second attempt; but all in vam. They even threatened, if we did not return with the barge, they would fetch her by force. J t is impossible to conceive, the distressed situation we were now in, at the time of the long*-boat’s departure. I don’t mention this event as the occasion of it; by which, if we who were left on the island experi- enced any alteration at all it was for the better; and which in all probability, had it b Ho defer- red, might have been fabil to the greatest part of us; but at this time, the subsistence On which we had hitherto depended chiefly, which was the shell-fish, were every where along stiore, eat up; and as to stock saved from the wreck, it may be guessed what the amount of that might be, when the share allotted to the captain, Lieut. Hamil- ton, and the surgeon, was no more than six pieces of beef, as many of pork, and ninety ■pounds of flour. As to myself, and those that 
left the long-boat, it was the least revenge they thought they could- take of us to withhold our -provision from us, though at the same time it wns hard and unjust. For a day or two after out* return, there w.is some little.pittance dealtohtto us, yet it w^s upon the footing of favour; and we were soon left to our'jisua1. industry for r iar- ther supply. This was now exerted to very little purpose, for the reason before assigned ; to which 
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maybe added, the, wreck was now blown up, all her upper works (gone, and no hopes of any valuable driftage from her for the future. A weed called slaugh, fried in the tallow of some candles we had saved, and wild sellery were our only fare; by which our strength was so much impaired, that we could scarcely crawl. It was my misfortune too to labour under a severe flux, by which 1 was reduced to a very feeble state ; so that in attempt- ing to traverse the rocks in search of shell-fish, I fell from one into very deep water, and with difficulty saved my life by swimming. As the captain was now freed, by the departure of the long-boat, from the riotous applications, menaces,' and disturbance of an unruly crew, and left at liberty to. follow the plan he had resolved upon, of going northward, he began to think seriously of. putting it in execution; in order to which, a message was sent to the deserters, who had seat- ed themselves on the other side of the neighbour- 
ing Lagoon, to sound them, whether they were' inclined to join the captain in his undertaking; and if they were, to bring them over to him. For this sett, the party gone oil' in the long-boat had left an half allowance proportion of the common stock of provision. These men, upon the propo- sal, readily agreed to join their commander; and being conducted to him, increased outnumber to twenty. The boats which remained jn our pos- session to carry off all these people were only the barge and jawl, two very crazy, bottoms; th^ broadside of the last was entirely out, and the 1rst had suffered much in a variety of bad weather she had gone through, and was much out of re- 
pair. And now our carpenter was gond from us, 
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we had no remedy for these misfortunes, but the little skill we bad gained from him. However, we made tolerable shift to patch up the boats for our purpose. In the height of our distresses, when hunger, which seems to include and absorb all others, was most prevailing, “we were cheered with the appearance once more of our friendly Indians, as we thought, from whom we hoped for some relief; but as the consideration was wanting, for which alone they would part with their com- modities, we were not at all benefitedby their stay, which was very short. The little reserve too of flour made by the captain for our sea-stock when we should leave the island, was now dimi- nished by theft: the thieves, who were three of our men, were however soon discovered, and two of them apprehended; but the third made his es- cape to the woods.. Considering the pressing state of our necessities, this theft was looked upon as a most heinous crime, and therefore required an extraordinary punishment: accordingly the Cap- tain ordered these delinquents to be severely whipped, and then to be banished to an island at some distance from us; but'before this latter part of the sentence could be put in execution,' one of them fled; but the other was put alone upon a barren island, which afforded not the least shelter; however, we in compassion, and contrary to order, patched him up a bit of hut, and kindled 
him a fire, and then left the poor w retch to shift for himself. In two or three days after, going <o the island in our boat with some little Refreshment, such as our miserable circumstances would admit of, and with an intent of bringing him back, we found him dead pud stiff. I was now reduced to 
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the lowest condition by my illness, which was in- creased by the vile stuff I eat, when jve were fa- voured by a fair day, a thing very extraordinary •in this climate. We instantly took the advantage of it, and once more visited the last remains of the ' wreck, her bottom. Here our pains were repaid with the great good fortune of hooking jup three casks of beef, whichr were brought safe to shore. This providential supply could not have happened 
at a more seasonable time than now, when we were . afflicted with the greatest dearth we had ever ex- perienced, and the little strength we had remain- ing was to be exerted in our endeavours to leave the island. Accordingly we soon found a reme- dy for our sickness, which was nothing but the effects of famine,' and were greatly restored by food. The provision was equally distributed among us all, and served us for the remainder of our stay here. We began to grow extremely impatient to leave the island, as the days were now nearly at their longest, and about midsummer in these parts; but as to the weather, there seems to be little dif- ference in a difference of seasons. Accordingly, ' on the 15th of December, the day being toferable, we told Captain Cheap we thought it a fine op- 
portunity to run across the bay. But he first desired two or three of us to accompany him to our place of observation, the top of Mount Mi- sery ; when looking through his perspective, he observed to us that the sea ran very high without. However, this had no weight with the people, who were desirous, at all events, to fie gone. 1 should here observe, that Captain Cheap’s plan was, if possible, to get to the island of Chiloe; 
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and if we found any vessel there, to board her 
immediately, and cut her out. This he might certainly have done with ease, had it been his good fortune to get round with the boats. We now launched both boats, and got every thing on board of them as quick as possible. Captain Cheap, the surgeon, and myself, were in the barge with nine men; and Lieutenant Hamilton and ftlr. Campbell in the yawl with six. ■ I steered the barge, and Mr. Campbell the yawl; but we had not been two hours at sea before the wind shifted more to the westward, and began to blow very hard, and the sea ran extremely high ; so that wc could no longer keep our heads towards the capo or headland we had designed for. This cape we had had a view of in one of the intervals of fair weather during our abodd on the island, from Mount Misery; and it seemed to be distant be- tween twenty and thirty leagues from. us. Wo, . were now obliged to bear away right before the ; wind.» Though the yawl was not far from usv we could see nothing of her except now add then, upon the top of a mountainous sea. In both the' 

boats, the men were obbged to sit as close as possible, to receive the seas on their backs toj prevent their filling us, which was what we every- moment expected. We were obliged to throw! 
every thing overboard to lighten the boats, all our beef, and even the grapnel, to prevent sink-; ing. Night was coming on, and we were run- ning on a lee shore fast, where the sea broke in a frightful manner. Not one amongst us imagin- ed it possible for boats to live in such a sea. In, this situation, as we neared the shpre, expecting to be beat to pieces by the first breaker, we per- 
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ceired a small opening between the rocks, which we stood for, and found a very narrow passage between them, which brought us into a harbour for the boats as-calm and smooth as a mill-pond. The yawl had got in before us, and our joy was great at meeting again after so unexpected a deli- verance. Here we secured the boats, and'ascended a rock. It rained excessively hard all the first part of the night, and was extremely cold; and though we had not a dry thread about us, and no wood could be found for firing, we were obliged'to pass the night in that uncomfortable situation, without any covering, shivering in our wet clothes. The frost coming on with the morning, it was impossible for any of us to get a moment’s sleep; and having flung overboard our provision the day before, there being no pros- pect of flnding any thing to cat on this coast, in the'niorning we pulled out of the cove; but found so great a sea without, that we could make but little of it. After tugging all day, to- wards night we put in among so.ue small islands, landed upon one of them, and found it a mere swamp. As the weather was the same, we pas- sed this night much as we had done the preced- ing; sea-tar.gle was all we could get to eat at iirst, but the next d£y we had better luck; the surgeon got a goose, and we found materials for a good fire. We were confined here three or four days, the weather all that time 'proving so bad that we could not put out. AS soon as it grew moderate, we left this place and shaped our course to the northward ; and perceiving a large opening between very high land and a low point, we steered for it; and when got that length, 
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found a large bay, down which we rowed,-flat- tering ourselves there might be a passage that way; but towards night we came to the bottom of the bay, and finding no outlet, w e were oblig- ed to return the same way we came, haying found nothing the w hole day to alleviate our hunger. 

Next,night we pu6into a little cove, which from the great quantity, of red wood found there, we called Red-wood Cove. Leaving this place in the morning, we had the w ind southerly, blow- 
ing fresh, by w hich we made much way that day, to the northward. Towards evening we were in w ith a pretty large island. Putting ashore on it we found it clothed with the finest tree?we had ever seen, their stems running up to a prodigious height, without knot or branch, and as straight as cedars: the leaf-of these" trees resembled the myrtle leaf, only s*mew hat larger. I have seen trees larger than these in circumference, on the coast of Guinea, and there only; but for a length of stem, whicH gradually tapered, I have 
no w here met with any to compare to them. The w ood was of a hard substance, and if not too heavy, would have made gopd masts; the dimen- sion of some of these trees being equal to a main- mast of a first-rate man of w ar. The shore was covered with drift wood of a very large size; most of it cedar, which makes a brisk lire; but is so subject to snap and lly, that when we wak- ed in the morning, after a sound sleep, we found our clothes singed in many places with the 
sparks, and covered "with splinters. The next morning being calm, we rowed out; but as soon as clear of the island, wc found a great swell from the westward; we rowed to 
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<he bottom of r very large bay, which was to the northward of us, the land very low, and we were in hopes of finding some little inlet through, but did not ; so kept along shore to the west- ward. This part, which I take to be above 50' leagues from Wager’s Island, is the very bottom of the large bay it lies in. Here was the only 
passage to'be found, which (if we could by any means have got information1 of it) would have saved us muchTruitless labour. ’ Of this passage, I shall have occasion tp say more hereafter. H.!» ing at this time an off-shore wind, we kept the Ipnd close on board, till we came to a head- land: it was near night before we got a breast of the head-land, and opening it, discovered a very large bay to the northward, and another head- land to the westward, at a great distance. We' endeavoured to cut short our passage to it by' crossing, which is very seldom to be affected in these over-grown seas by boats: and this we ex- perienced now ; for the wind Springing up, and beginning to blow fiesh, we were obliged to put back towards the first head-land, into a small cove just big enough to shelter the two bdats. Here an accident happened that alarmed us much. After securing our boats, we climbed up a rock scarcely large enough to contain our numbers; having nothing to eat, we betook ourselves to our usual receipt for hunger, which was going to sleep. We accordingly made a fire, and stowed ourselves round it as well as we could, but two of our men being incommoded for want of room, went a little way from us, into a small nook, over which a great cliff hung, and served them "for a canopy. In the middle of the night we 

H ' e 3 
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■were awakened with a terrible .rumbling, which we apprehended to be nothing less than the 
shock of an earthquake, which we had before experienced in these parts; and this conjecture we had reasoh to think not ill founded, upon hearing hollow groans and cries as of men half swallowed up. We,immediately got up and. ran to the place from whence th$ cries came, and then we were put out of all doubt as to the opi- nion we had formed of this accident, for here we* found the two men almost buried under loose 
stones and earth: but upon a little firthgr in- quiry, we were undeceived as to the cause we had imputed this noise to, which we found to be occasioned by the sudden giving way of the im- pending cliff, which fell a little beyond our peo- ple, carrying trees, and rocks with it, and loose earth: the latter of which fell in part on our men, whom we wdth some pains rescued from their uneasy situation, from which they escaped with some bruises. The next morning we got 
out early, and the wind being westerly, rowed the whole day for the head-land we had seen the night before; but when we had got that length could find no harbour, but were obliged to go into a sandy bay,, and lay the whole night upon our oars; and a most dreadful one it proved, blowipg and raining very hard. Here we were so pinched for hunger, that we eat the shoes off out feet, which consisted of ravy seal skin. In the morning we got out of the bay; but the in- cessant foul weather hgd overcome us, and wp began to be indifferent as to what befol us; and the boats, in the night making into, a bay, w e nearly lost the yawl; a breaker having filled her^ 
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and driven her ashore upon the beach This, by some of our accounts was Christmas-day ; but our accounts had so often been interrupt, ed by our distresses, that there was no de- pending upon them. Upon seeing the yawl in this imminent danger, the barge stood off, and uient into another bay to the northward of it, where it was smoother lying; but there was no possibility of getting on shore. In the night the yawl joined us again. The next day was so bad, that we despaired reaching the head-land, so rowed down the bay in hopes of getting some seal, as that animal had been seen the day before, but met with no success; so returned to the same bay we had been in the night before, where the su rf having abated somewhat, we went ashore, and picked up a few shell-fish. In the morning, We got on board early and ran along shore to the westward, for about three leagues, in order to get round a cape, which wa^tbe westernmost land we could sec. It blew very hard, and there ran such a sea, that we heartily wished ourselves back again, and accordingly made tho best of oiir w ay for that bay which we had left in the morning ; but before we could reach it, night came on, and we passed a mostdismal one, lying upon our oars. The weather continuing vej-y bad, we put in for the shore in the morning, where we found nothing but tangle and sea-weed. We now pas- sed some days roving about for provisions, as tho weather was too bad to make another attempt t<) get round the cape as yet. We found some line Lagoons towards the head of the bay; and in them killed some seal, and got a good quantity of shell, fish, which was a great »elief to us. We now 
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made a second attempt to double the cape; but when we got the.length of it, and passed the first head-land, for if consists of three of an equal height, we got into a sea that was horrid: for'it ran all in heaps, like the Race of Portland, but much worse. We were happy to put back tq th ■ old place, with little hopes of ever getting round this cape. Next day, the weather proving very bad, a’! hands went ashore to procure some sustenance, except tw*o in each boat, which were left as boat- ’keepers: this office, we took by turns, and it was now my lot to be upon this duty with another man. The yaw l lay withiq us at a grapnel. In the night it blew very hard, and a great sea tumbled in upon the shore; but being extremely fatigued, we in the boats went to bleep: notwith- standing, however, 1 was at last awakened by the uncommon motion of the boat, and the roar- ing of the breakers every where about us. At the same time I heard a shrieking, like to that of persons in distress. I looked out, and saw the yawl canted bottom upwards by a sea, and soon afterwards disappeared; One of our men, whose same was William Rose, a quarte'r-niaster, was drowned; the other was thrown ashore by the surf, with his head buried in the sand; but by the immediate assistance of the people on shore,, was saved. As for us in the barge, vve expected 
the same fate eyery mdmerit; for the sea broke a Iqng way without us. However, we got her head to it, and hove up our grapnel, or should rather say kellick, which we had made to serve in the room of oiir grapnel, hove overboard some time before, to lighten the boat. By this means wer 
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os*d- our utmost eflbrts to pull her without the breakers some way, and then let £0 our kellick again. Here we lay all the next day, in a great sea, not knowing what would be our fate. To add to our mortification, we could see our com- panions in tolerable plight ashore, eating seal, while yre were starving with hunger and cold. For this month past, we had not known what it was to have a dry thread about us. The next day being something more moderate, we ventured in with the barge as near as we could to the shore, and our conipanions threw us some seals liver; which having eat greedily, we were 
seized with excessive sickness, which afi’ected ufi so much that our skin peeled otf from head to foot. Whilst the people were on shore here, Mr. Hamilton met with a large seal, or sea-lion, and fired a brace of balls into him, upon which the animal turned upon him open.moutued; but pre. sently fixing his bayonet,, he thrust it down his throat, with a good part of the barrel of the gun, which the creature bit in two seemingly with as much ease, as if it had been a twig. Notwith. standing the wounds it received, it eluded all far. tlier efiorts to kill it, and got clear olf. I call this animal a large seal, or sea lion, be. cause it resembles a seal in many particulars; but then it exceeds it so much in size, as to be suf. ficiently determined, by that distinction only, to be of an'other species.' Mr. Walter, in Lord 
Anson’s Voyage, has given a particular descrip, tion of those which are seen about Juan Fernan. des; but they have in other climates, different 
appearances, as well as different qualities, as we had occasion to observe in this, and a late voyage 
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1 nuuU\ However, as so much already has been • said of the sea-lion, I shall only mention two pe- culiarities; one relative to, its appearance, and the other to its properties of action, which distin- guish it from those described by him. Those f saw were without that snout, or trunk, hanging below the end of the upper jaw; but then the males were furnished with a large shaggy mane, w hich gave them a most formidable appearance. And whereas, he says those he saw were unwieldy and easily destroyed, we found some on the contrary, that lay at a mile’s distance from the water, which came down upon us when disturb- ed, with such impetuosity, that it was as much as we could do to get out of their way ; and when 
attacked, would turn upon us with great agility. Having lost the yawl, and being too many for the barge to carry off, we were compelled to leave four of our men behind. They were all marines, who seemed to have no great objection to the de- termination made with regard to them, so ex- ceedingly disheartened and worn out were they with the distresses and dangers they had already gone through. And indeed I believe it would have been a matter of indifference to the greatest part of the rest, whether they should embark, or take their chance. The captain distributed to these poor fellows arms and ammunition, and some other necessaries. When we parted, they stood upon the beach, giving us three cheers, and called out, God bless the king. We saw them, a little after, setting out upon their forlorn hop. j and helping one another over a hideous tract of rocks; but considering the difficulties attending this only way of travelling left them, for the 
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woods are impracticable, from tlieir thickness, and the deep swamp every where to be met in them; considering too, that the Coast here is rendered so inhospitable, by the heavy seas that are constantly tumbling upon it, as' not to affo'rd even a little shell-fish, it is probable, that all met with a miserable erid. We rowed along shore to the westward, in order to make one more attempt to double the cape : when a breast of the first head-land there ran such a.sea, that we expected, every instant, the boat would go down. But as the preserva- tion of life had now, in a great measure, lost its •actuating principle upon us, we still kept push- ing through it, till we opened a bay to the north- ward. In all my life, I never saw so dreadful a sea as drove in here; it began to break at more than half a mile from the shore. Perceiving now that it was impossible for any boat to get round, the men lay upon their oars till the boat was very near the breakers, the mountainous swell that -then ran, heaving her in at a great rate, I 
thought it was,their intention to put an end to their lives and misery at once ; but nobody spoke for some time. At last, Captain Cheap told them, they must either perish immediately, or pull stoutly for it to get off the shore; but they might do as they pleased. They chose, however, to exert themselves a little, and after infinite diffi- culty, got round the head-land again, giving up all thoughts of making any further attempt to 
double the cape. Jt w as night before we could get back to the bay, where we were compelled to leave four of oi^r men, in order to save, if pos- 
sible, the remainder; for we must ail have cer. 
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tainly perished if more than sixteen had been 
crouded into so small a boat: this bay we nam- ed Marine Bay. When we had returned to this bay, we found the surf ran so high, that we were obliged to lye upon our oars all night; and it was now resolved to go back to Wager’s Island, there to linger out a miserable life, as we had not the least prospect of returning home- 

But before we set out, in consequence of this resolution, it was necessary,, if possible, to get some jittle stock of seal to support us in a pas- sage, upon which, wherever we might put in, we 'were not’likely to meet with any supply. Ac- cordingly, it was determined to go up that La-' goon in which we had before got sopie seal to provide ourselves with some more; but we did not leave the bay fill we had some search after the unhappy' marines we had left on shore. Could we have found them^we had now agreed to take them on board again, though it would 
have been the certain destruction of us all. This, at another time, would have been mere madness; but we were now resigned to'our fate, which none of us thought far off; however', there was nothing to be seetf. of Jhetn, and no traces but a musket on the beach. Upon returning up the Lagoon, we \tfere so fortunate as to kill some s^al, .which we boiled, and laid in the boat for sea stock. While we were ranging along shore in-detached parties, in quest of this and whatever other eatable might come in our way, our surgeon, who was then bjr himself, discovered a pretty- large hole which seemed to lead to some den, or repository, within the rocks. It was not'so rude, or natural, but that there 
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were some signs of its having been cleared and made more accessible ftiy industry. The surgepn for some time hesitated whether he should ven- ture in, from his uncertainty as tothe reception he might meet with from any inhabitant; but his curiosity getting the better of his fears, he deter- mined to go in; which he did upon his hands and knees, as the passage was too low for him to en- ter otherwise. After having proceeded a consi- derable way thus, he arrived at a spacious cham- ber ^ but whether hollowed out by hands, or na- tural, he could not be positive. The light into this-jchamber was conveyed through a hole it the top; in the midst was a kind of bier, made of sticks laid crossways, supported by props of about five fobt in height. Upon this bier, five or six bodies were extended; which, in appear- ance, had been, deposited there a long time, but had suft'ered no decay or diminution. They were without covering, and the flesh of their bodies was become perfectly dry and hard ; which, whe- ther done by any art, or secret, the savages may be possessed of, or occasioned by any drying virtue in the air of'the cave, could not be gues- sed. Indeed, the surgeon, finding nothing there to eat, which was the chief inducement for his creeping into this hole, did not amnse himself with long disquisitions, or make that accurate 
examination which he would have done at an- other time; but crawling out as he came in, he went and tdld the first he met of what he had seen. Some had the curiosity to go in likewise. I had forgot to mention that there was another range of bodies, deposited in the same manner, upon another platform under the bier. Proba- 
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bly this was the burial-place of their great men, called Caciques; but from whence they could be brought we were utterly at a loss to conceive, there being no traces of any Indian settlement hereabout. We had seen no savage since we left 
the island, or observed any markt in the coves, or bays to the northward, where we had touch- ed, such as of fire-places, or old wigwams, which they never fail of leaving behind them; and it is very probable, from the violent seas that are al- ways beating uponthis coast, its deformed aspect, and the very swahipy soil that every where bor- ders upon it, that it is little frequemed. We now crossed the first bay for the head-land we left on Christmas-day, much dejected.; for under our former sufferings, we were in some measure supported with the hopes, that, as we advanced, however little, they were so much the nearer their termination; but now our prospect was dismal and dispiriting, indeed, as w e had the same difficulties and dangers to encounter, not only without any flattering views to lessen them, but under the aggravating circumstance of their leading to an inevitable.and miserable death ; for we could not possibly conceive that the fate of starving could be avoided by any human means, upon that desolate island* we were returning to. The sludl-fish, which, was the only subsistence that island had hitherto afforded in any measure, was exhausted ; and the Indians had shewn them- selves so little affected by the common incite- ments of compassion, that we had no hopes to build upon any impressions of thaf sort in them. They had already refused to barter their dogs 
with us, for want of a valuable commodity on our 
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Side; so that it is wonderful we did not give our- selves up to despondency, and lay aside all far- ther attempts; but we were supported by that In- visible Power, who can make the most untoward circumstances subservient to his gracious purposes. At this time, our usual bad weather attended us; the night too set in long before we could reach the cove we before Ijad taken shelter in : so that we were obliged to keep the boat’s head to the sea all night, the sea, every where a.slern of us, running over hideous breakers. In the mpnr- ing we designed'standing over for that island in which we had observed those straight and lofty trees before mentioned, and which Captain Cheap named Montrose Island; but as soon as we opened the head-land to the westward of us, a sudden squall took the boat, and very near overset her. We . were instantly full of water; but by bailing with our hats and hands, and any thing that would hold water, we with difficulty freed her. Under this alarming circumstance, we found it advisable ito return back ahd put into the cove, which the night before we were prevented getting into. We were detained here two or three days, by ex- ceeding bad Weather; So Jthat, had we not fortu- nately provided ourselves with some geal, we must have starved, for this place atlbrded us nothing. At lepgth we reached Montrose Island. TLh is by much the best and pleasantest spot we had seen in this part of the world ; though it has nothing on it eatable but some berries, which re. s< mbled goose-berries in flavour: they are of a black hue, and grow in swampy ground ; and the hush, or tree, that bears them, is much taller than that Uf our goose-berries. We remained hei« 
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sometime, living upon these berries, and the’ re- 
mainder of our seal, which was now grown quite rotten. Our two or three first attempts to put out from this island were without success, the 
tempestuous weather obliging us to put back again. One of our people was much inclined to remain here, thinking it at least as good a place as Wa- 
ger’s Island to end his daj's upon;'but he was obliged by the rest to go otf w ith them. We had not been long out before it began to blow a storm of w ind ; and the mist came on so thick that we could not see the land, and were at a loss which way to steer; but we heard the sea, which ran 
exceedingly high, breaking near us; upon which we immediately hauled aft the sheet, and hardly 
weathered the breakers by a boat’s length. At the same time-jve shipped a sea that nearly "filled us: it struck us with that violcnVe as to throw' me, and one or two more, down into the bottom of the boaf, where we were half dr.owned before we could get up again. This was one of the most 
extraordinary escapes we had in the course of this expedition; for Captain Chep.p,. and every one else, had entirely given themselves rip for lost. However, it pleased God Wat we got that evening into Red-wood Cove, where the weather continu- ed so bad all#night, we cojild keep no fire in to 
dry ourselves with ; but there being nq other al- ternative for us, but to stay here and starve, or put to sea again, we chose the latter,.and put out in the morning again, though the weather was 
very little mended. In three or four days after we arrived at our old station, Wager’s Island ; but in such a miserable plight, that though we 
thought our condition upon setting out would not 
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adniitof an) additional circumstance of misery, yet it was to be envied in comparison of w'hat w e now suffered, so worn and reduced were we by fa- tigue and hunger, having eat nothing for some days but sea-wee/1 and tangle. Upon this expe- dition, we had been out, by our account, just two months; in which w'e had rounded,- backwards and forwards, the great bay formed to the north- ward by that high land we had observed from 
Mount Misery. The first thing we did upon our arrival, was to secure the barge, as this was our sole dependance for any relief that might offer by sea; which done, we repaired to our huts, which formed a kind of village o.r street, consisting of several ir- regular habitations; some of which being covered by a kind of brush-wood thatch*, afforded toler- able shelter againsfthe inclemency of the weather. Among these, there* was one which we observed with some surprise to be nailed up. We'broke it open, and found some iron w ork, picked out with much pains from diflerent pieces of the w reck which were driven ashore. We concluded from hence, that the Indians who had been heri in our absence, were not of that tribe with which 
we had some commerce before, who seemed to set no value upon iron, but from some other quarter; and must have had communication with the Spaniards, from whom they had learned the value and use of that commodity. Thieving from strangers is a commendable talent among savages in ge'ntral, and bespeaks an address which they much admire; though the strictest honesty, with regard to the propriety of each other, is ob- 
•erved among them. There is no doubt but e 3 
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they ransadied all onr houses; but the men had taken care, before they w-ent off in the long- boat, to strip them of their most valuable furni- ture; that is., the bales of cloth used for lining, and converted them into trowsers and waistcoats. Upon farther search, we found, thrown aside in the, bushes, at the back of one of the huts, some pieces of s al, in a very putrid condition; which, however, our stomachs'were far from loathing. 
The next business, which the people set about very seriously, was to proceed to Mount Misery, and bury the corpse of the murdered person, mentioned to have been discovered there some little time after our being cast away; for to the neglect of this necessary tribute to that unfortu- nate person, the men assigned all their ill success upon the late expedition. That common people in general are addicted to superstitious conceits, is an observation founded on experience; and the reason is evident: but I cannot allow that common seamen are more ST> than others of the lower class. In the mjjst en- lightened ages of antjquity, we find it to have been the pppular opinion, that (he spirits of the dead were not at rest till their bodies were' interred ; and that they did not cease to haunt and trouble those who had neglected this duty to the departed. This is still believffd by the vulgar, in most countries; and in our men, this persua- sion was much heightened by the melancholy condition they were reduced to; and was farther 
confirmed by an occurrence which happened some little lime before we went upon our last expedition. One night we w^re alarmed with a strange cry, which resembled that of a man 
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drowniog. Many of us ran out of our huts to- wards the place from whence the noise proceeded, which was not far off shore; where we could perceive, but not distinctly, (for it was then moon-light) an appearance like that of a jjnan swimming half out of water. The noise that this creature uttered,, was so unlike that of any animal they had heard before, that it made a great impression upon the men; and they fre- quently recalled this apparition at the time of their distresses, with reflections on the neglect of the office they were now fulfilling. We were soon dnven again to the greatest straits for want of something to subsist upon, by the extreme bad* weather that now set in upon 
us. Wild sellcry was all we could procure, which raked our stomachs instead of assuaging our hunger. That dreadful and last resource of men, in not much worse circumstances than ours, of consigning one man to death for the support of (he rest, began to be mentioned in whispers; an;l indeed there were some among us who, by eating what they found raw', were become little ' better, than cannibals. But fortunately for us, and opportunely to prevent this horrid proceed- 

ving, Mr. Hamilton, at this time, found some rotten pieces of beef, cast up by the sea, at some nviles distance from the huts, which he, though a temptation which few would have resisted in parallel circumstances, scorned to conceal ^rom the rest; but generously distributed among us. A few days after, the mystery of the nailing up of the hut, and what had been doing by the Indians upon the island in our absence, was partly 
explained to us; for about the 15th day after 
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our return, there came a party of Indians to tie- island in two canoes, who were not a little sur- prised to find us here again. Among these, was an Indian of the tribe of the Chonos, who lived in the neighbourhood of Chiloe*. He talked the Spanish language; but with that savage ac- cent which rpnders it almost unintelligible to any but those who are adepts in that language. He was likewise a cacique, or leading man of his tr.be; which authority was confirmed to him by the Spaniards; for he carried the usual badge and mark of distinction ^y which the Spani- ards, and their dependants, hold their military 
and civil employments; which is a^stick with a silver head. These badges, of which the Indians are very vain, at once serve to retain the cacique in the strongest attachment to the Spanish go- vernment, and give him greater weight with his own dependants: yet, withal, he is the merest slave, and has not one thing he can call his own. Tiiis report of oar shipwreck (as we supposed) having reached the Chonos, by means of the in- termediate tribes, which handed it tp one another, from those Indians who first visited us; this ca- 
cique was either sent to learn the truth of the rumour, or having first got the' intelligence, set out with a view of making some advantage of the wreck, and appropriating such iron wo.k as he could gather from it to his own use: for that metaj is become very valuable to those savages, since their commerce vjith the Spaniards has 

* Cliiloe is an island on the western coast of America, situated in 42" 40 of S. latitude; and the southernmost setllehient under, the Spanish jurisdiction on that coast. 
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faught them to-apply it to several purposes. But as the secreting any thing from a rapacious Spanish rey, or governor (even an old rusty nail,) by any of their Indian dependants, is a very dangerous offence, he was careful to con- ceal the little prize he had made, till he could con- veniently carry it away; for in order to make friends of these savages, we had left their hoard untouched. Our surgeon, Mr. Elliot, being master of a few Spanish words, made himself so far understood by the cacique as to let him know, that our in- tention was to reach some of the Spanish settle- ments, if w^could; that we were unacquainted with the best and safest way, and w hat track was most likely to afford us subsistence in our jour- ney; promising, if lie would undertake to con- duct us in the barge, he should Have it, and every filing in it, for his trouble, as soon as it had served our present occasions. To these conditions the cacique, after much persuasion, at length, agreed. Accordingly, having made the best preparation we could, we embarked on board the barge to the number of fifteen, including the cacique, whose name was Martin, and his servant Emanuel. We were, indeed, sixteen, wrhen we returned from our last fruitless'attempt to get off the Island ; but we had buried tw o since that, who perished with hunger; and a marine, having committed theft, runaway to avoid the punishment his crime 
deserved,,and hid himself in the woods; since w hich he was never heard of. We now put off, accompanied with the tw-o Indian canoes; in one of which was a savage, with his tw'o wives, who had an air of dignify superior to the rest, and 
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M as handsome in his person. Ife had his hut, du- ring his stay w ith us, separate from the other In- 
dians, who seemed to pay him extraordinary res- pect; but in two or three nightSv these Indians, being independent of the Spaniards, and living somewhere to the Southward of our Chono guide, left us to proceed on our journey by ourselves. The first night we lay at an island destitute of all refreshment; where having found some shel- ter for our boat, and made ourselves a fire, we slept by it. The next night we were more unfor- tunate, though our wants Mere increasing; for having run to the westward of Montrose Island, we found no shelter for the barge, but were under the necessity of lying upon our oars, suft’ering the 
most extreme pangs of hunger. The next day brought us to the bottom of a great bay, where the Indian guide had left his family, a wife and two children, in a hut. Here we stayed two or three days, during which we were constantly em- ployed in ranging. along shore In quest of shell- fish. We now again proceeded in our voyag'e, having received on board the family of our guide, who conducted us to a river, the stream of which was so rapid, that after our utmost efforts from morn- ing to evening, we gained little upon the current; 
and at last were obliged to desist from our at- tempt and return. 1 had hitherto steqred the boat; but one of our men sinking under the fa- tigue, expired soon after, whicli obliged me to take the oar hi his room, and row' against this heart-breaking stream. Whilst I was thus em- 
ployed, one of our men, whose name was John . Bosman, tho’ hithertp the stoutest man among us. 
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fell from his seat, under the thwarts, complaining that his strength was quite exhausted for want of food, and that he should die very soon. ifVs he lay in this condition,- he wo&ld every now and then break out in the most pathetic wishes for some little sustenance: that two or three mouthfuls might be the means of saving his life. The cap. tain at this time had a large piece of boiled seal by him, and was the only one that was provided with any thing like a meal; but we were become so hardened against the impressions of others suf- ferings by our own, so familiarised to scenes of this and every other kind of misery; that the poor man’s dying intreaties were vain. 1 sat next to him when he dropped, and having a few dried shell-fish (about five or six) in my pocket, from time to time put one in his mouth, which served only to prolong his pains; from which, however, soon after my little supply failed, he was released by death. For this, and another man I mention, ed a little before to have expired under the like circumstances, when we returned from this un- successful enterprise, we made a grave in the sands. ' It would have redounded greatly to the tender- ness and humanity of Captain Cheap, if at this time he had remitted somewhat of that attention he shewed to self-preservation; which is hardly 

allowable but where the consequefice of relieving others must be immediately and manifestly fatal to ourselves; but I would venture to affirm, that 
in these last affecting exigencies, as well as some- others, a sparing perhaps adequate to the e- mergency might have been admitted consistent- 1}' with a due regard to his own necessities. 
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The captain had better opportunities of recruit- ing his stock than any of us; for his rank was cousideredby the Indian as a reason for supplying him when he would not find a bit for ns. Upon the evening of the day in which these disasters happened, the captain producing a large piece of boiled seal, suffered'no one to partake with him but the surgeon, who was the only man in favour at*this time. We did not expect, indeed, any re- lief from him in our present condition; for we had a few small muscles and herbs to eat; but the men could not help expressing the greatest in- dignation at this neglect of the deceased; saying that he deserved to be deserted by the rest for his savage behaviour. . The endeavouring to pass up this river was for us, whobad so long struggled with hunger, a most unseasonable attempt, by which we were harras- 
sed to a degree that threatened to be fatal to move of us; but our guide, without any respect to the' condition our hardships had reduced us to, was very solicitous for ns to go that way, which pos-i sibly he had gone before in light canoes; but for such a boat as ours was impracticable. We con- ceived, therefore, at that time, that this was some short cut, whith was to bring us forward in our voyage; but we had reason to think afterwards, that the greater probability there was of his get- ting the b%rge, which was the wages of his under- taking, safe to his settlement by this rather than another course, was his motive for preferring it to the way we took afterwards, where there was a carrying place of considerable length, over which it would have been impossibly to have ear. ried our boat. • ' 
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The country hereabouts wears the most un- couth, desolate, and rugged aspect imaginable. It is so circumstanced as to discourage the most sanguine adventurers from attempts to settle in it: were it for no other reason than the constant heavy ruins, or rather torrents, which pour down here, and the vast sea and surf which the pre- vailing westerly winds impel upon this coast, it must be rendered inhospitable. All entrance into the woods is not only extremely difficult, but hazardous; not from any assaults you are likely to meet with from wild beasts, for even these could hardly find convenient harbour here, but from the deep swamp which is the reigning soil of this country, and in which the woods may be said rather to lioat than grow ; so that, except upon a range of deformed broken rocks which form the sea coast, the traveller cannot find sound footing any where. With this unpromising scene before us, we were now setting out in search of food, which nothing but the most pressing in- stances of hunger could induce us to do: we had, indeed, the young Indian servant to our cacique for our conductor, who was left by him to shew us where the shell-fish was most plenty. «The 

cacique was gone with the rest of his family, in ^ the canoe, with a view of getting spme seal, upon a trip which would detain him from us three or four days. After searching the coast some time with very little success, we began to think of returning to the barge; but six of the men, with the Indian, 
having advanced some few paces before the of- ficers, got into the boat first; which they had no 
sooner done,'than they put elf, and left us, to ' 
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return no more. And now all the difficulties wo had hitherto endtired, seemed light in compari. son of what we expected to suffer from' this treachery of our men, who, with the boat, had taken away every thing that might be the means of preserving our lives. The little e.'othex we haa saved from the wreck, our muskets and am. munition, were gone, except a little powder, 
which must be preserved tor kindling fires, and one gun, which I had, and was now become use- less for want of ammunition; and all these wants were now come upon us at a time when we could not be worse situated for supplying them. Vet uuder these dismal and forlorn appearances was 
our delivery now preparing; and from these hopeless circumstances were we to draw here* after an instance scarce to be paralleled of the un- searchable ways of fiovidence. It was at that time little suspected by us, that the barge, in which we founded all our hopes of escaping from this savage coast, would certainly have proved 
the fatal cau§e of detaining us till we were con- sumed by the labour and hardships requisite to 
row her round the capes and great head-lands; for \i w as impossible to carry her by land, as we did tho boats of the Indians. At present, no condition could be worse than we thought ours 
to be: there ran at this time a very high sea, which breaking with great fury upon this coast, made it very improbable that sustenance in any proportion to our wants could be found upon it; 
yet, unpromising as this prospect was, and though little succour could be expected from this quar. ter, I could not help, as I strolled along shore from the rest, casting my eyes towards the sea. 
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Continuing thus to look out, I thought I saw something now and then upon the 'op of a sea that looked black, which upon observing still more intently, 1 imagined at last to be a .canoe; but reflecting afterwards how unusual it was for Indians to venture out in so mountain- ous a sea, anil at such a aistance from the land, I concluded myself to be deceived. However, its nearer approach convinced me, beyond all doubt, of its being a canoe; but that it could not put in any where hereabouts, but intended for some other part of the coast. I ran back as fast as I could to my companions, and acquaint- ed them with what 1 bad seen. The despon- dency they were in would not allow to give cre- dit to it at first; but afterwards, being convinced that it was as 1 repotted it, we were all in the greatest hurry to st-ip off some of our rags to make a signal w.ithal, which we fixed upon a Jong pole. This had the desired eflect: the peo- ple in the canoe seeing the signal, made towards the land at about two miles distance from us; for no boat could approach the land where wc were: there they put into a small cove,,sheltered by a large ledge of rocks without which broke the 
violence of the sea. Captain Cheap and 1 walk- ed along shore, and gut to the cove about the time they landed. Here w o found the persons arriv- ed in this Canoe, to be our Indian guide and his wile, who had left us some days before. He would have asked us many questions, but neither .Captain Cheap nor I uu. erstandmg Spanish at that time; we took him aloifg with us to the sur. geon, whom we had left so ill that he could hard- ly raise himself from the ground. When the 
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Indian began to confer with the -snrgeon, tho first question was, What was become, of the barge andfiis cotripanion? and as he could give him no satisfactory answer to this question, the Indian took it for granted that Emanuel was murdered by us, and that he and his family ran the same risk; upon which he wss preparing to provide for his security, by leading us directly. The sur- geon seeing this, did all in his power to pacify him, and convince'him of the unreasonableness of his apprehensions; which he at length found means to do, by assuring him that the Indian •would come to no harm, but that he would soon see him return safe ; which providentially,'and beyond our expectation, happened accoidinglv;- for in a few days af^er Emanuel having contrived 
to make his escape from the people in the barge, retuimcd by ways that were impassable to any creature but an Indian. All that we could leam from Emanuel relative to his escape w as, that he took the first opportunity of leaving them; which was upon their^putting into a bay some- where to the westward. We had but pne gun among jis, and that was a small fowling-piece of mine; nouammunition but a tew charges of powder I had about me; and as the Indian was very desirous of returning to the place where he had left his wife and canoe, Cap- tain Cheap desired l would go -with, him and watch over him all night, to prevent his getting away. Accordingly 1 set out with him; and when he and his family betook themselves to rest in the little wigwam they had made for that pur- pose, I kept my station as centinel over them all night. ' 
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The next morning, Captain Cheap, Mr. Ha- milton, and the surgeon joined-us: the latter, by illness, being reduced to the most feeble condition, wassupported by Mr.Hamilton andMr.Campbell. After holding some little consultation together, as to the best manner of proceeding in our journey, it was agreed, that the Indian should haul his can^ie, with our assistance, over land, quite acrpsS the is- land we were then upon, and put her into a bay on the other side, from whence he was to go in quest of some other Inoians, by whom he expected to be joined: but as his canoe was too small to c ir- ry more than three or four persons, he thought it adviseable to take only Captain Cheap and my- self with him, and to leave his wife and children as pledges with our companions till his return. As it was matter of uncerta nty whether we should ever recover the barge or not, whieb was stipulated on our side, to become the property of the cacique, upon his fulfilling his engage- 

ments with us; the inducements-we now made use of to prevail’upon him to proceed with us iu our journey were, that he should have my fowl- 
ing-piece, some little matters in the possession of Captain Cheap, and some other pecuniary reward. We were now to set off in the cqnoe, in which, I was to assist him in' rowing. Accordingly, putting from this island, we rowed hard all this day'and the next, without any thing to eat but a scrap of seal, a very small portion of which ftll to my share. About tw o hours after the close-of the day, we put ashore, where we discovered six or seven wdgwams. For my part, my strength was’so exhausted with fatigue and hunger, that it would have been impossible for me to have held 

a3 
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out another day at this toilsome work. As soon as we landed, the Indian conducted Captain Cheap with him into a wigwam; but I Was left to shift for myself. 

Thus left, I was for some time at a loss what I had best do; for knowing that in the variety of dispositions observable among the Indians, the surly and savage temper is the most prevalent, I had good reason to conclude, that if. I obtruded myself uponUfiem, my reception would be but in- different. Necessity, however, put me upon the risk; I accordingly pushed into the next wigw am upon my hands and knees; for the entrance into these kind of buildings is too low to admit of any other manner of getting into them. To give a short description of these temporary houses, cal- led wigwams, may not be improper here, for the satisfaction of those who never saw any ; especi- ally as they differ somew hat from those of North America, which are more generally known from the numerous accounts of that country. ,VThen f ;• Indians of this part of the world have occasion to step any where in their rambles, if it be only for a night or two, the mefi, who take this business .upon them, while the women are employed in much more laborious offices, such as diving in the sea for sea-eggs, and searching the rocks for shell-fish, getting fuel, &c. repair to the woods, and cutting a sufficient number of tall, straight branches, fix them in an'irregular kind of circle of uncertain dimensions; which having done, they bend the extremities of these branches 
so as to meet ;n a. centre at top, where they bind them by a kind of woodbine, called Supple-Jack, 
which they split by holding it in their teeth. This 
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frapio, or skek-on of a hut, is made tight against the weather with a covering of boughs anil bark; but as the bark is not got without sdiRe trouble, they generally take it with them when they re- move, putting it at the bottom of thejr canoes; the rest of the wigwam they leave standing. The fire is made in the middle of the wigwam, round which they sit up^n boughs; and as there is no 
vent for the smoke, besides the door-way, which is very low, except through some., crevices, which cannot easily be stopped, they are not a little in- commoded on that account; and the eyes of some of them are much afiected by it* But to return: in this wigwam into which I took the liberty to introduce myself, I found only ( Wo women, who, upon first seeing a figure they were^not accustomed to, and such a figure too as I then made, were struck with astonishmeut. They were sitting by a fire, to which I approach- ed without any apology. However inclined I 
might have been to make one, my ignorance of their language made it impossible to attempt it. ‘One of these women appeared to be young, and very handsome for an Indian ; the other old, and as frightful as it is possible to conceive any thing in human shape to be. Having stared at me some little time, they both went out; and 1, without farther ceremony,- sat me down by the fire to warm myself, and dry the rags I wore. Yet !■ cannot say my situation was very easy, as I eg-, pected every instant to see two or tbre<*men come in and thrust me out, if they did not deal with me 
in a'rougher ipanuer. Soon after'the- two women came in again, hav. pig, as I supposed,conferred withtheludiau, our 
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conductor; and appearing to bo in great good humour began to chatter and laugh immoderate- ly. Perceiving the wet and cold condition 1 was in, they seemed to have compassion on me, and the old w oman went out and brought some wood, with which she made a good fire; but ray hunger being impatient, 1 could not forbear expressing my desire that they would extend their hospita- lity a little further, and bring me something to 
eat. They soon comprehended my meaning, and the younger beginning to ruitimage under some pieces of bark that lay in the corner of the wig- wam, produced a fine large fish; this they pre- sently put upon the fire to broil;, and when it was just warm through, they made a sign for me to eat. They had no need to repeat the invita- 
tionj I full to, and dispatched it m so short a time, that I was in hopes they would comprehend, without further tokens, that I was ready for an- other; but it was of up consequence, for their stock of eatables was entirely exhausted. After sitting sometime in conference together, in which conversation I could bear no.part', the women made some signs to me to lay dow n and go to sleep, first having strewed some dry boughs upon the ground. I laid myself down, and soon fell fast asleep; and about three or four hours 
after waking, I found myself covered with a bit of blanket, made of the down of birds, which the women usually wear about their waist. The young woman who had carefully covered me, whilst sleeping, with her own blanket, was lying close by me: the old woman lay on the other side of her. The lire was low, and almost burnt out j but as soon as they found me awake, they renew- 
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ed if, by putting on more fuel. Wliat I .had hithe rto < at served only to sharpen my appetite ; I could not help, therefore, being earnest with them to get me some more victuals. Having understood my necessities, they talked together some little time; after which, getting up, they both went out', taking with them a couple of dogs, 
which they tiain to assist them in fishing. After an hours absence they came in trembling with 
cold, and their hair streaming with water, and brought two fish'; which having broiled, they, gave me the largest share; and then we all laid down as before fo rest. 

In the morning, my curiosity led me to vert the neighbouring wigwams, in which.weve only one or two men; the rest of the inhabitants were all women und children. I then proceeded to inquire after Captain Cheap and our Indian guide, w hom I found in the wigwam tkey at first occupied: the authority of the cacique had pro- cured the ca-ptain no despicable entertainment. We could not learn what business the men, whose wives and children were here left behind, were gone out upon; but as they seldom or never go upon fishing.parties (for they have no hunting here) w ithout their wives, who take the most la- borious part of this puisuit upon themselves, it is probable they were gone upon some warlike expedition, in which .they use bows and arrows sometimes, but alwaysllhe lance. This weapon fhe\ throw with great dexterity and force, and never'stir abroad without it. About this time their return was looked for; a hearing by no 
means pleasant to me: I was therefore deter- mined to enjoy myself as long as they were ab- 



sent, and make the most of the good fare I was possessed of; to the pleasure of which I thought a little cleanliness might in some measure crntri- bute; I therefore went to a brook, and taking oft' my shirt, which might be said to be alive with 
vermin, set myself about to wash it; which hav- ing done as well as I could, and hung on a bush to dry, I heard a bustle about the wigwams; and soon perceived that the women were preparing 
to depart, having stripped their wigwams of their, bark covering, and carried it into their canoes. Putting on, therefore, my shirt, just as it was, I 
hastened to join them, having a great desire of being present at o ie of their fishing parte s. 

It was ray lotto be put into the canoe with my two patronesses, and some others who assisted in rowing1: we were in all four canoes. After rowing some time they gained such an ofllng as they required, where the water here was about eight or ten fathom deep, and there lay upon their oars. And now the youngest of the two women, taking a basket in Her mouth, jumped 
overboard, and diving to the bottom, continued under water an amazing time: when she ha., til- led the basket with sea-eggs, she came up to the 
boat-side; and delivering it so-filled up,to the other women in the boat, they took out the con- tents, and returned it to her. The diver then, after having taken-a short time to b'r. athe, went 
down and up again with the same.success; and so several times for the space bf, half an hour. It seems as if Providence had endued this people with a kind of amphibious nature, as the sea is the only source from whence almost all their sub- sistence is derived. This element too, being here 
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very boisterous, and falling with a most heavy surf upon a rugged coast, very little, except pome seal, is to be got any where but in the quiet bosom of the deep. What occasions this rariec- tion is the early propensity 1 had so frequently observed in the children of these savages to this occupation ; who, even at tire age of three years, might be seen crawling upon their hands and hnees among the rocks and breakers^ from which they would tumble themselves into the sea with- out regard to the cold which is here olten intense; and shewing no fear of the noise and roaring of the surf. This sea-egg is a shell-fish, from which several prickles project in all directions, by means where- of it removes itself from place to place. In it are found four or five yolks, resembling the inner divisions of an orange, which are of a very nut- ritive quality, and pxcelient flavour. The water was at this time extremely cold; and when the divers got into the boats, they seemed greatly benumbed; and k is usual with them, after this exeicise, if they are near enodgh thqir wigwams, to run to the fire; to which pre- senting one side, they rub and chafe it for some time; then turning the other, use it in the same manner till the circulation of the blood is restored. This practice, if it has no worse effect, must occasion their being more susceptible of the impressions of cold,.than if they waited the gra- dual advances of their natural warmth in the open air. I leave it to the decision of the gentlemen of the faculty, whether this too hasty approach to tlje fire may not subject them to a disorder I 
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observed among them, called the elephanfiastSj or swelling of the legs *. The divers having returned to their boits, we continued to row till towards evening, when we landed upon a low point. As soon as the canoes were hauled up, they employed themselves in erecting their wigwams, which they dispatch with great address and quickness. ,1 still en- 
joyed the protection of my two good Indian women, who made me their guest here as before; they first regaled me with sea-eggs, and then 
went out upon another kind of fishery by the means of dogs and nets. These dogs are a cur- like lookingxauimal; but very sagacious, aind easilydraiaed to' this business. Though in ap- pearance au uncomfortable sort of sport; yet they engage in it readily, seem to enjoy it much, 
and express their eagerness by barking every time they raise their heads above the water to breathe.. The net is held by two Indians, w1h> get into the water; then the dogs, taking a large 

* There are two very different disorders incident to the human body, which bear'the same name, derived from some resemblance they hold with different parts of the ani- mal so well known in the countries to'which these disor- ders are peculiar. That whicli was first so. named is the leprosy, which brings a scurf on the skin not unlike the hide of. an elephant. The other affects the patient with such, enormous swellings of the legs and feet, that they give tic: idea of those shapeless pillars which support that creature; and therefore this disease has a (so been called elephantiasis by the Arabian physicians; who, together with the Malabarians, among whom it is, cmlemial, attribute it to the drinking bad waters and the too sudden transitions from heat to cold. ' 



BVItOK’S N AUR ATX VE. 77 
compass, dive after the fish, and drive them into the net; but it is only in particular places that the fish are taken in this manner. At the close of the evening, the women brought in two fish, 
which served us fqr supper; and then we reposed ourselves as before. Here we remained all the next day; and the morning after embarked again, and roved till noon; then landing, we descried the canoes of the Indian men, whofitad been some time expected from an expedition they had been-upon. This was soon to make a great alteration in the situation of my affairs, a pre- sage of which I could read in th ; melancholy countenance of my young hostess. She en- deavoured to express herself in very earnest terms to me; bnt I had not yet acquired a com- petent knowledge of the Indian language to un- derstand, her. As soon as thc^men were landed, she and the old Indian woman went up, not without some marks of dread upon them, to an elderly Indian man, whose remarkable surly and stern counte- nance was well calculated to raise such sensations jn his dependants. IJje seemed to be a cacique, or chief man among the'm, by the airs of impor- tance he assumed to himself, and the deference, paid him by the rest. After some little confer, ence passed between these Indians, and our ca- cique conductor, of which, most probably the circumstanccs'of our history, and the occasion of our coming here, might be the chief subject; for they fixed their eyes constantly upon us; they applied themselves to building their wigwams. I now understood that the two Indian women with whom I had sojourned, were wives to this chief- 
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tain, though the one was young enough to be his 
daughter; and as far as I could learn, did really stand in the different relations to him both of 
daughter and wife. It was easy to be perceired that all did not go well between them at this time; either that he was not satisfied with the an- swers that they returned to his questions, or that 
he suspected some misconduct on their side; for presently after, breaking out into savage fury, he took the young one up in his arms, and threw her with violence against the stones; but his brutal resentment did not stop here, he beat her afterwards in a cruel manner. I could not see tltis treatment of my benefactress without the highest concern for her, and rage against the au- 
thor of it; especially as the natural jealousy of these people gave occasion to think that it was on ^ny account she suffered. I could hardly sup- press the first emotions of my.resentment, which, prompted me to return him his barbarity in his own kind; but besides that this might have drawn upon her fresh marks of his severity, ic was neither politic, nor indeed in my power, to have done it to any good purpose at this time. Our cacique now made us understand that we must embark directly, in the same canoe which brought us, and return to our companions; and that the Indians we were about to leave, would ' join us in a few days, when we should all set out in a body in order to proceed to the northward. In our way back, nothing very material ■happen- ed ; but upon our arrival, which was the riext day, we found Mr. Elliot, the surgeon, in a very bad way; his illness had been continually increasing since We left him. Mr. Hamilton and Mr, Camp- 
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bell ^vere almost starved, having fared very ill since we left them : 'a few sea.eggs were all the subsistence they had lived upon ; and these pro- cured by the cacitjue’s wife; in the manner I men- tioned before. This woman was the very reverse of my hostess; and as she found her husband w as 
of so much consequence to us, took upon her much haughtiness, and treated us as dependants and slaves. He was not more engaging in his carriage towards us; he would give no part of what he had to spare to any but Captain Cheap, whom his interest led him to prefer to the r< '.», though our wants were often greater. The cap- tain, on his part, contributed to keep us in this abject situation, by approving this distinction the cacique Shewed to him. Had he treated us with not quite so much distance, the cacique might have been more regardful of our wants. The lit- tie' regard and ati ntion which our necessitous condition drew from Captain Cheap, may be im- puted likewise, in some measure, to the effects of a mind soured by a series of crosses and disap- 
pointments; which, indeed, had operated onus all to a great neglect of each other, and sometimes of ourselves. We were not suffered to be in the same wig- wam with the cacique and his wife ; which, if we had had any countenance from Captain Cheap, would not have been refused. What we had made for ourselves was in such a bungling man- ner, that itjcarce deserved the name even of this wretched sort of habitation. But our untoward circumstances now found some relief in the arri- val of the Indians we waited for; who brought with them some seal, a small portion of which fell 
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to our share. A night or two after, they sent * out some of their young, men, who procured us a ; quantity of a very delicate tind of birds, called i shags and cormorants. Their manner of taking i these birds resemble something a sport called bat-' fowling. They find out their haunts among the locks and clilis in the night,' when taking with them torches made of the bark of the birch tree, , which is common here,'and grows to a very large size, (this bark has a very unctuohs quality, and emits a bright and clear light; and in the north- <‘»n parts of America is used frequently instead of a candle) they bring the boat’s side as near as possible to the rocks, under the roosting-places of these birds;, then waving their lights backwards and forwards, the birds are dazzled and confound ed so as to fall into the canoe, where they are in- stantly knocked on the head with a short stick 
the. Indians take w ith them ft* that purpose. , Seal are taken in some less frequented parts of these coasts, with great ease; but when their 
haunts have been two or three times disturbed, they scon learn to provide for their safety, by re- 
pairing to the water upon the first alarm. This is the case with them hereabouts; but as they fre- quently raise their^heads above water either (o^ bre athe or look about them, 1 ha\e seen an In- dian at this interval, throw his lanCG with such dexterity as to strike the animal through both its eyes, at a great distance; and it is very seldpm that they miss their aim. As we were wholly unacquainted with these 
methods of providing food for ourselves, and were without arms and ammunition, we were drove to the utmost straits; and found ourselves, rather 
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in worse condition than we had been at any time before. Fpr the Indians, having now nothing to f/'ar from us, we found we had nothing to expect from them upon any other motive. Accordingly, if they ever did relieve us, it wras through caprice ; for at most times they would shew themselves un- concerned at our greatest distresses. Hut the good Indian women, whose friendship I had expe- 
rienced before, continued, from time to time, their good offices to me. Though I was not suf- fered to enter their w igwams, they would find op- portunities of throw ing in my w ay such scraps as they could secret from their husbands. The ob- ligation I was under to them on this account is great, as the hazard they ran in conferring these favours was little less than death. The men, un- restrained by any laws or ties of conscience, in the management of their own fatnilies, exercise a most despotic authority over their wives, whom they consider in the same view they do any other part of their property, and dispose of them ac- cordingly: even their common treatment of them is cruel; for though the toil and hazard of pro- curing food lies entirely upon the Women, yet they are not sufi'ered to touch any part of it till the husband is satisfied ; and then lie assigns them their portion, which as generally very scanty, and such as he has not a stomach'for himself. This arbitrary proceeding, with, respect to their own families, is not "^peculiar to this people only. I have had occasion to observe it in more instances than this 1 h^ve mentioned among many other na- tions of savages I have since seen. These Indians are of a middling stature, well set, and very active; and make their way among 
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;(he rocks with an amazing agility. Their feet, by this kind of exercise, contract a callosity which " renders the use of shoes quite unnecessary to them. 
But before I conclude the few observations I have to make on a people .so confined in all their no. lions and practice,.;ji!n»y he expected I should say something of their religion ; but as their gross ignorance is in nothing more copspicuous, and as w e found it adviseable to keep out of their way when the fits of devotion came upon them, which is rather frantic than religious, the reader can ex^ pect very little satisfaction on this head. Acci. dent has sometimes made me unavoidably a spec- tator of scenes 1 should have chosen to have with- drawn myself from; and so far I-am instructed. 
As there are no fixed seasons .for their religious exorcises, the younger people wait till the elders find themselves devoutly disposed ; who begin the ceremony by several deep and dismal groans, which rise gradually to a hideous kind of singing, from which they,proceed to enthusiasm, and Work themseltes into a disposition-that borders ou mad- ness; f6r suddenly jumping up, they snatch fire- brands from the fire, put them in their mouths, and run aboutburning every body they dome near: at other times, it is a custom with them to wound - one another with sharp muscle-shells till they are 
besmeared with blood. These orgies continue till those who preside in them foam at the mouth, 
grow faint, are exhausted with fatigue, and dis- solve in a profusion of sweat. When the men drop their part in this frenzy, the women take k up,' acting over again much the same kind of Wild .scene, except that they rather outdo the men in shrieks and noise. Our cacique, who had beta 
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reclaimed from these abominations by the Spani- ards, and just knew the exterior form of crossing himself, pretended to be much offended at these profane ceremonies, and that he would have died sooner than have partaken of them. Among other 
expressions of his disapprobation, he declared, that whilst the savages solemnized these horrid rites, he never failed to hear strange and uncom- mon noises in the woods, and to see frightful vi- sions ; and assured us, that the devil was the chief actor among them upon these occasions. It might be about the middle of March, that we embarked with these In iians. They separat- ed our litile company entirely, not putting any two of us together in the same canoe. The oar 
was my lot, as usual, as also Mr. Campbell’s; Mr. Hamilton could not row, and Captain Cheap was out of the question j our surgeon was more ■dead than alive at-the time, and lay at the bot- tom of theEanoe he yms in. The weather com- ing on too bad for their canoes to keep the sea, we landed again, without making great progress that day. Here Mr. Elliot, our surgeon, died. At our first setting out, he promised the, fairest for holding out, being a very strong, active young man : he had gone through an infinite deal of fatigue, as Mr. Hamilton and he were the best shots amongst us, and w hilst our ammuni- tion lasted, never spared themselves, and in a great measure provided for, the rest; but he died the death many bthers had done before him, being quite starved. We scraped a hole for him in the sand, Stiid buried him in the best manner We could. 

Here I must relate a liUle anecdote of our 
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Christian cacique. He and his wife had gone oll> 
at sopae distance from the shore, in their canoe, when she dived for sea eggs; but not meeting with great success, they returned a good deal out of humour. A little boy of theirs, about three years old, whom they appeared to be doatinglv fond of, watching for his father and mother’s re- turn, ran into the surf to meet them: the fathor 
handed a basket of sfca-eggs to the child, which being too heavy for him to carry, he let it fall; upon which the father jumped out of the canoe- aud catching the boy up in his arras, dashed him with the utmost violence against the stones. The poor little creature lay motionless and bleeding, and in that condition was token up by the mo- ther, but died.soon after. She appeared incon- solable for some time ; but. the brute his father shewed little concern about it. A day or two after we putto sea again, and crossed the great bay I mentioned we had been to the bottom of, when we first hauled aw ay to the westward. The land here was very low and sandy, with some- thing like the mouth of a river which discharged itself Into the sea; and which had been taken no notice of by us before, us it was so Shallow that the Indians were obliged to t^ike every thing out of their canoes, and carry it over the luck of land, and then haul the boats over into a river which at this part of it was very broad, more re- sembling a lake than a river. We rowed up it for four or five leagues, and then took into a branch of it that rkn first to the eastward, ami „ then to the northward. Here it became much narrower, and the1 stream excessively rapid, so 
that we made but little way. though we wotked 
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very hard. The Indians were little better off than we, as there was no wood here to make tht’ir wigwams ; so that all they coni! <lo was to prop up the bark they carry in the bottom of their canoes with their oars, and shelter them- 
st Wes as well as they could to leeward of it. They, knowing the difficulties that were to be encountered here, had provided thems-dvea with some seal; but we had not the least morsel to eat, after the heavy fatigues of the day, excepting a sort of root we saw some of the Indians make use of, which was very disagreeable to the taste. We laboured all the next day against the stream,'and fared as we had done the day before. The next day brought us to the carrying place. Here was 'plenty of wood; but nothing to be got for sus- tenance. I be first thing the Indians did w as to take every thing out of their canoes; and after hauling them ashore, they made their wigwams. We passed this night, as oenerally we had done, under a tree; but what we su fin red at this time is not easily to be expressed.< 1 had been three days at the oar without any kindbf nourishment, but tii^1 wretched root I mentioned before. I had no shirt, as mine was rotted off by bits; and we were devoured by vermin. AH my clothes consisted ot an old short grieko, whicii is some'- thing like a bear’s skin, w ith a piece of a vaist- coat under it, which once had been of red cloth, both which I had on when I was cast away; I had a ragged pair of trowsers, withofft either shoe or stocking. The first thing.thc Indians did in the morning was to take their canoes to pieces ; and here, for the information of the reader, it will be necessary to describe the structure of 
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these boats, which are extremely well calculated < for the use of these Indians^ as they are frequent- ly obliged to carry them over laud a long way to- ; gether, thronigh thick woods, to .void doubling capes and head-lands, in seas where no open boat could live. They generally consist of five pieces, ; or planks; one for the tyottom, and two for each Side; and as these people have no iron tools, the 1 

labour must be great in hacking a single plank : 

out of a large tree with shells and Hints, though with the heip of fire. Along the edges ot the plank, they make sntall holes,'at about an inch 
from one to the other, ana sew them together with the supple-jack, or woodbine; but as these holes are not filled up by the substance of the w oodbine, their .boats would be immediately full 
of w ater if they had not a method of preventing it. They do this very effectually by the bark of a tree, which they first steep in water for some 'time, a.nd then beat it between two stones till it. answers the use of oakham, and then chinse each hole so well, that they do not admit of the least water coming through, and arc easily taken asumjer and put together again. When they have occasion to go over land, as at this time, 
each man or woman carries a plank; whpreas it would be impossible for the'ra to drag a heavy boat entire. Every body had something to carry 
except Captain Cheap; and he was obliged to be assisted, or never would have got ov,er this marchfor a worse than this, 1 believe, never was made. He, with the others, set out some time before me. 1 waited for two Indians, who belonged to the canoe I came’in; and who re- 
-mained to carry over the last of the things from 
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the side vie were on. I had a piece of $et heavy canvas which belonged to Captain Cheap, with a bit of stinking seal wrapped in it (which bad been given him that morning by some of the Indians) tp carry upon my head, which Was a sufficient weight for a strong man in health, through such roads, and a grievous burthen to one in my condition. Our way was through a thick wood, the bottom of which was a mere quagmire, most part of it up to our knees, and often to our middle, and every now and then we had a large tree to get over; for they often lay directly in our road, besides this, we were continually treading upon the stumps of trees which were not to be avoided, as they were co- vered with water; and having neither shoe nor stocking, my feet and legs were frequently torn and Wounded. Before I bad got half a mile, the tw o Indians had left me; and making the best of my way lest they should be all gone before I got to the other side, I fell off a tree, that crossed the road, into a very deep swamp where I very narrowly' escaped drowning, by the weight of the burthen I had on my head. It was a long while before 1 could extricate my- self from this difficulty; and when 1 did, my strength was quite exhausted. I sat 'down nnder a tree, and there gave way to me- lancholy reflections. However, as I was sen- sible these reflections would answer no end, they did .not last long. I got up, and mark- ing a great tree, I then deposited my load, not being able to carry it any farther, and set out to joip my company. If was some hours before I reached my' companions. 
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1 found them sitting under a tree, and sat injself „ down by them without speaking a word; nop did they speak to me as I remember1, for some time; when Captain Cheap breaking.silence, began to ask after the seal and piece of canvas. 1 told him the disastefr I had met with, which he might have easily guessed by the condition the rags I had on were in, as well as having my feet and ancles cut to pieces; but instead of compasr sion for my sufferings, I heard nothing but grum- bling from every one, for the irreparable loss they had susfained by me.* I made no answer; but after resting myself a little,, I got up and struck into the wood, and walked back at least lire miles to the tree I had marked, and return- ed just-time enough to deliver it before my conf- panions embarked with the Indians, upon a great lake, the opposite part of which seemed to* wash the foot of the Cordilleras. 1 wanted to em- bark with them ; but was given to understand. I was to wait for some other Indians that were to follow them. I knew-not where these Indians , ware to come from: I was left alone upon the 
beach, and night was at hand. They left me not even a morsel of thp stinking seal that I had auf. i'ered so much about. 1 kept my.eyes' upon the boats as long as I could distinguish them; and then returned into the wood, and sat myself down upon the root of a tree, having eat nothing the whole day but the stem of a plant which resem- bles that of an artichoke, which is of a juicy con- sistence, and acid taste. Quite worn out with fatigue, 1 soon fell asleep;' and awaking before day, 1 thought I heard some voices at no great 
distance from. me. As the day appeared, look- 
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ing furtlier into the wood, I perceived a wig- wam, and immediately made towards it; but the reception I met with was not at all agreeable; for stooping to get into it, 1 presently received two or three kicks in my face, and at the same dime 
heard the sound of voices, seemingly in anger; whigh made me retire, and wait at the foot of a tree, where I remained till an old woman peeped cut, and made signs to me to draw near. L | obeyed very readily, and went into the wigwam: in it were three men and two women; one young man seemed to have great respect shewn to him 
by the rest, though he was the most miserable object I ever saw. He was a pofect skeleton, and covered with sores from head to foot. [ w as happy "to sit a moment by their fire, as I was 
quite benumbed with cold. The old woman took out a piece of seal, holding one part of it between her feet, and the other end in her teeth, and then cut off some thin slices with a sharp shell, and distributed them about to the other 
Indians; She then put a bit on the fire, taking a piece of fat in her mouth, which she kept chew- ing, every now and then spirting some of it op fhe piece that was warming upon the fire; for they never do more with it than warm it through, Wh^n it was ready she gave me a little bit, which I swallowed whole, being almost starved. As these Indians were all strangers to me^ I did n<4t i know which way they were going; and indeed it was now become quite indifferent to jne which w ay. I went, whether to the northward or south- ward, so that they would but take me with them, and give me something to eat. However, to 
make them comprehend roe, I pointed first i©> 
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the southward, and after to the lake, and I soon, understood they were going tp the northward. They all w ent out together, excepting the sick In. , <lian, and took up tke plank of the canoe, which lay near the wigAvam, and carried it to the beach, 
and. immediately put it together; and getting every thing into it, they put me to the oar. We rowed across the lake to the mouth of a very ra- pid river, where we put ashore for that night, not daring to get any way down in the dark; as it required the greatest skill, even in the day, to avoid running foul of the stumps and roots of trees, of which this river was full. I passed a me- lancholy night, as they would not sufl'er me to come near the wigwam they had made; nor did they give me the least bit of any one thing to eat since we embarked. In the morning we set off again. The Weather proved extremely bad the whole day. We went down the river at an amaz- ing rate; and just before night they put ashore upon a stony beach. They hauled the canoe up, 
and all disappeared in a moment, and I was left quite,alone: it rained violently, and was very dark. I thought it was as well to lay down upon the beach, half side in water, as to get into a swapp under a dropping tree. In this'disnral si- tuation I fell asleep, and awaked three or four hours after in such agonies with the cramp, that I thought I must die upon the spot. I attempted several times to raise myself upon my legs, but could not. At last 1 made shift to get upon my kness, and looking towards the wood, ,1 saw a great fire at some distance from me. 1 was a long time crawling to it; and when 1 
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reached it, I threw myself almost' into it, ia hopes of finding some relief from the pain I suf- fered. This intrusion gave great offence to the Indians, who immediately got up, kicking and beating me till they drove me to some dis- tance from it; however, I contrived, a little after, to place myself so as to receive some warmth from it; by which I got rid of the cramp. In the/morning we left this place, and were soon 
after out of the river. Being now at sea again, the Indians intended putting ashore at the first convenient piace, to look for shell-fish, their stock cf provisions having been quite exhausted for some tipie At low water" w’e landed upon a spot that seemed to promise well; and here we found, plenty of limptts. Though at this time starving, I did.not attempt to eat one, lest I should lose a moment in gathering them; not knowing how soon -the Indians might be going again. I had almost filled my hat when 1 saw them returning to the canoe. I made what haste I could to her; for I believe they would have made no conscience of leaving me behind. I sat down to my oar again, placing my hat close to me, every now and then rating a limpet. Ther Indians werfi employed thd same way, when- one of them seeing me throw the shells over- board, spoke to the rest in a violent pas- sion ; ami getting up, fell upon me, and seiz- ing me by an old ragged handkerchief 1 had about my neck, almost throttled me; whilst another took me by the legs, and was going to throw me overboard, if the old woman had not prevented them. I was all this time 
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entirely ignorant by what means I had given of. ' fence, till 1 observed that the Indians, aftar eat- | 
ing the limpets, carefully put the shells in a heap at the bottom of the canoe. I then concluded there was some superstition about throwing these 
shells .into the sea, my ignorance of which had very nearly cost me my life. 1 was resolved to •eat no more limpets till we landed-, which we did ■ some time aftef, upon an island.^ I then took no- tice that the Indians brought all their shells ashore, and laid them above high water mark. Here, as f-was going to eat a large bunch of ber- ries I had gathered from a tree, for they looked , yery tempting, one of the Indians snatched them' out of my hand and threw them away, making me to understand that they were poisonous; Thus, in all probability, did these people now save my life, who, a few hours before, were going to take it from m«j for throwing away a shell. In two days after, I joined my companions again; but don’t remember-that there was the least joy shewn on either side at.meeting. At this place was a very large canoe belonging to our- guide, which would have required at least six men to the oar to have made any kind of expedition; 
instead of that there was only Campbell and my- self, besides the Indian, his companion, or ser- vant, to row, the cacique himself neveV fondling an oar, but silfing with his wife all the time 
much at his, ease. JVlr. Hamilton'continued hi the same canoe he had^been in all along, and 
which still was to keep us company sonm way further, though many of the others had left us. This was dreadful hard work to such poor stai r, .cd wretches as we were, to be slaving at the oar 
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all day long in such a heavy boat; and this in- human fellow would never give us a scrap to eat, excepting when he took .so much seal that he could not contrive to carry it all away with him, which happened very seldom. After working like galley-slaves all day, towards night, when we landed, instead of taking any rest, Mr. Camp- bell and 1 were sometimes obliged to go miles along sho;» to get a few shell-fish; and just as we had made a little fire in order to dress them, he has commanded us into the boat again, and kept us rowing the whole night without ever landing. It is impossible for me to describe the miserable state we were reduced to: our bodies were so emaciated, that we hardly appeared the figures of men. It has often happened to mein the coldest night, both in hail and snow, where we had nothing but an open beach to lie down upon, in order to procure a little rest, that I have been obliged to pull off the few rags I had on, as it was impossible to get a moments sleep with them on for the vermin that swarmed about them; though I used, as often as I had tirnd, to take my cldthes off, and putting them upon a large stone, beat them with arrother, in hopes of killing hundreds at once; for it was endless kork to pick them off. What we suffered from this w as ten times worse even than hunger. But we were clean in comparison to-Captain Cheap; for I could compare his body to nothing but an ant-hill, with thousands of those insects crawling over it; for he was now past attempting to rid hint- self in the least from this torment, as he had 
quite lost, himself, rot recollecting our name* 
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♦ hat were about tym, or even his own. His beard‘was as long as a hermit’s: that and h.s face being covered wjth train-oil attd dirt, front having long accustomed himself to sleep upon h. bag, by, the way of pillow, in which he kept the pieces of stinking seal. This prudent metho I he took to prevent our getting at it whilst he slept.' His legs were as big as indl-jtosts, though his body appeared to be nothing but skin and >one. One day we fell in with about forty Indians, who came down to the bcsich we landed on, curiously painted. Our cacique seemed to un- derstand buf little of their language, and it sounded to us very different from what we'had' heard before.' However, they made us compre- hend'that a ship had been upon the coast not far from where we then were, and f^iat she had a red flag: this we understood some time after to have been the Anne-pink, whose adventures are par- ticularly related iu Lord Anson’s Voyage; and we passed through the vc:y harbour she hftd lain in. As there was but one small canoe'lhat intended to accompany, us afiy longer, and that, in which Mr. Hamilton had been to this time, intended to 

proceed no further to the northward; our caci- que proposed to him to como into our canoe, which he refused, as the insolence of this fellow was to him insupportable; he therefore rather 
chose to remain where he was, till chance should throw in his w ay some other means of getting forward : so here we left him; and it wavs some months before we saw him again. 

We now got on, by very slow degrees, tp the 
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nortWard; and as the difficulties and liardships we daily went through would only be a repeti- tion of those already mentioned, 1 shall say no 
more, but that at last we reached an island about thirty leagues to the southward of Chiloe. Here we remained two days for a favourable oppor- tunity to cross the bay, the very thoughts of which seemed to frighten our cacique out of his senses; and indeed, there was great reason for his ap- prehensions; for there ran a most dreadful hol- low sea, dangerous, indeed, for any boat what- ever, but a thousand times more for such a crazy vessel as we were in. He at length mus- tered up resolution enough to-attempt it, first having crossed himself for an hour together, made a kind of lug-sail out of the bits of blan- kets they wore about them, sewed together w ith split Supple-Jacks. We then put off, and a terrible passage we had. Th's bottom plank of the canoe was split, which opened upon every sea; and the water continually rushing over the- ,gunnel, I may say that we were in a manner full the whole Way ovey, though all hands were em- 

ployed in baling without ceasing a moment. As' we drew near the shore, the .cacique was eager to land, having IAjen terrified to that degree w ith this run, that if it had not been for us, every soul must have perished; for he had very mar got hi 
-amongst the breakers, where the sea drove with such violence upon the rocks, that not even an Indian could have escaped, especially as it was in'* the night. We kept off till we got into smooth 
water, and landed upon the island of Chiloe; though in a part of it that was not inhabited, jllere we staid all the next day, in a very heavy 
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snow, to recover ourselves a little after our fati- gue; but the cold wf\s so excessive, having neither shoe nor stocking; we thought we should have lost our feet;, and Captain Cheap was so ill, that if he had had but a few leagues further to have gone without relief, he could not have held out. It p'eascd God now that our sufferings, in a great measure, were drawing to an end. 

What things our cacique had brought with him from the wrefclf, he here buried under the ground, in order to conceal them from the Spaniards who M ould not have le(jt him a rusty nail, if they had knqwn of it. Towards evening, we set off again ; 
and about nine the same night, to our great joy, we observed something that had the appearance of a house. It belonged to an acquaintance of cur cacique; and &s he M:as possessed of my fowl- ing-picce, and ne had preserved about one 
charge of powder, he made us load it for him, and desired we should show him how to discharge it; upon which, standing up, and holding his head from it as far as possible, he hied, and fell back into the bottom of the canoe. The Indians be- 
longing to the house, not in the least used to fire- arms, ran out and hid themselves in the woodsr Hut after some time, one of them, bolder than the • rest, got upon a hill and' hollowed to us^asking who and-what we were. Our cacique no tv made himself known, and they presently, came down to the boat, bringing with them some fish, and plenty of potatoes. This w as the most comfortable meal w e .had tnade for many long months; and as soon ? s'this was over, we rovfed about two miles far- ther to a little village, where we landed. Here our viicique presently aw aked all the inhabitants by the 



BYRON’S NARRATIVE. Gt 
noise he made, anti obliged one of them to open his door to us, and immediately to make a large tire : for the weather was very severe, this being the monthV)f June, tin; depth of winter in this part of the world. The Indians.now flocked thick about us"; and seemed to* have great compassion for us, as our cacique related to them what part he knew of our history . They knew not what Countrymen we w'ere, nor could our guide inform them ; for he had often asked us if we were French, Dutch, or English, the only nations he had ever heard of.besides the Spaniards. We al. ways answered we were from Grande Bretagne, which he could make nothing of; for we were afraid, if he knew us to- be English, as he had heard tiiatnation was at war w ith the Spaniards, he never would have conducted us to Chiloe. These good natured compassionate creatures seemed to vie w ith each other who should tak>riie most care of us. They made a bed of sheep-skins close to the fire, for Captain Cheap, and laid him u]Km it; and indeed, had it not been for the kind assistance he now met with, he could not have survived three days longer. Though it was now about midnight, they Went out and killed a sheep, of which they made broth, and baked a large cake of barley-meal. Any body may imagine w hat a treat this was to wretches wlio had not tasted a bit of bread; or any wholesome diet, for such a length of time. After we could eat no longer, we went to Sleep about the fire, which the Indians took care to keep upe In the morning, the wo- men came from far and near, each bringing with her something. Almost every one had a pipkin in her hand, containing either fowls or mutton 
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made into broth, potatoes, eggs, or other eatables. We fell to work as if we had eat nothing in the night, and employed onrselves so for the best part of the day. In the evening, the men filled onr house, bringing with them some jars of a liquor they called qhicha, made of barley-meal, and not very unlike our oat.ale in taste, w hich will ihtoxi. rate those who drink a sufficient quantity of it; 
for a little has no effect. As soon as the drink was out, 'a fresh supply of victuals was brought in ; and in this manner we passed the w hole time we remained with these hospitable Indians. They are a strong well-made people, extremely well featured, both men and women, and vastly neat in their persons. The men's dress is called by them a puncho, which is a square piece of cloth, generally in stripes of different colours, with a slit in the middle of it wide enough to let their heads through, so that it hangs on their shoulders, half 
of it falling before, and the other behind them : under this they w ear a short kind of flannel shirt w ithout sleeves or neck. They have wide-kneed breeches-something like the Dutch seamen, and on their legs a sort of knit buskins w ithout any feet to them ; but never any Shoes. Their hair is always combed very smooth, and tied very tight 
,up in a great bunch close to the neck": some wear a very neat hat of their own making, and others go without. The women wear a shift like the me n’s shirts, without sleeves; and over it a square - piece of cloth, which they fasten before with a large silver pin, and a petticoat of different stripes : they take as much care of their hair as the men; 
and both have always a kind of fillet bound very tight about the forehead, and made fast behind : 
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in short, these people are as cleanly as the several savage nations we had met with betore were beast- 
ly. Upon our first comiqg here, they had dis- patched a messenger to the Spanish corregidore at Castro, a town at a considerable distance Com hence, to inform him of onr arrival. At the end of three days, this man returned with an order to the chief caciques of these Indians we were amongst, to carry us directly to a certain place, w here there would be a party of soldiers to receive us. These poor people now seemed to be under great concern for us,' hearing b^y the messenger the preparations that were making to receive us; for they stand in vast dread of the Spanish soldiery. "They were very desirousof knowing whatcountry- plen we were. We told them we were English, and at that time at war with the Spaniards ; upon which they appeared fonder of us than ever; and I verily believe, if they durst, would have con- cealed us amongst them, lest we should come to any harm. They, are so far from being in the Spanish 
interest, that tlmy detest the very name of a Spa- niard. And, indeed, I am not surprised at it; for they are kept under such subjection, and such a 
laborious slavery, by mere dint of hard usage and punishments, that it appears to me the most ab- surd thing in the world, that the Spaniards should rely upon these people for assistance upon any emergency. We embarked in the evening, and it was night before we got to the place .where we were to be delivered up to the Spanish guard. We were met by three or four officers, and a yumber of soldiers, all with their spados drawn, who sur- rounded us as if they had had a formidable enemy, to take charge of, instead of three poor helpless 
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wretches, who, notwithstanding the good living , 
we met With amongst the generous Indians, could hardly support oursefves. They carried us to the top of a hill, and there put us under a shed ; for it consisted of a thatched roof, without any sides or walls, being quite open; and here we were to lie upon the cold ground. All sorts of people now came to stare at us as a sight, but the Indian women never came empty handed; they always brought with them either fowls, mutton, or some kind of provision to us; so that we lived well enough. However,'we found a very sensible dif- ference between the treatment we had met with from the Indians, and what we now experienced from the Spaniards. With the former, we were quite at liberty to do as we pleased; but here, if we only went ten yards to attempt at getting, rid 
of some of the vermin that devoured us, wre had two soldiers, with drawn spados, to attend us. About the third day, a Jesuit from Castro came to see us; not from a motive of compassion, but frofn a report spread by our Indian cacique, that we had some things of great value about us. Having by chance seen Captain Cheap pull out 'a gold repeating watch, the first thing the good fa- ther did, was to lug out of his pocket a bottle of brandy, and give us a dram, in order to open our hearts. He then came roundly to the point, ask- ing us if we had saved no watches or rings. 
Captain Cheap declared he had nothing, never suspecting that the Indian had seen his watch, having, as he thought, always taken great care to* conceal it from him ; but knowing that Campbell had a silver watch, which had been the property of our surgeon, he desired him to make it a pre* 
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sent to the Jesuit, telling him, at the same time, that as these people had great power and authori- ty, it might he of service to us hereafter. This Campbell very unwillingly did, and received from the father, not long after, a pitiful present, not a quarter part of the value of the ilkn of the watch. . We understood afterwards, that this had come to the governor’s ears, who was highly oft'ended at it, as flunking that if any thing of that sort had been to be had, it was his due ;■ and did not spare the Jesuits in the least upon the occasion. Soon after this, the officer of the guard informed us there was an order come to carry us to Castro. In the evening, we were conducted to the water-side, and put into a large periago • and there were se- veral more to attend us, full of soldiers. " About eight o’clock at night we were off the town. Their boats all laid upon their oars; and there was a great deal of ceremony used in hailing and asking for the keys, as if it had been a regular fortification. After some time, we landed ; but could see neither gates nor walls, norany thing that had the appearance of a garrison. As we walked up a steep hill into the town, the way was' lined with men who had broomsticks upon their shoulders instea'd of muskets, and a lighted match in their hands. When we came to the Corre- 
gidore’s house, we found it full'of people. He was an old man, very tall, with a long.cl6ak on, a tye wig. without any curl, and a spado of ini. inense length by his side. He received us In great state and form; but as we had nd interpreter, we 
understood little or nothing of the questions he asked us. He ordered a table to Jbe spread for us w ith cold ham and fowls; which we three only 
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sat down to, and in a short time dispatched more than ten men with common appetites,would have done. It is amazing, that our eating to that ex- cess we had done, from the time we first got antongst these kind Indians, had not killed us. We were never satisfied; and used to take all op- 
portunities, for some months after, of filling our pockets when we were not seen, that we might get up two or three times in the night to cram ourselves. Captain Cheap used to declare, that he was quite ashamed of himself. After supper, the corregidore carried us to the Jesuits College, 
attended by the soldiers, and all the rabble of the 
town. This was intended, at present, for our prison, till orders were received from the gover- 
nor, who resided at Chaco, above thirty leagues from this place. When we got to the College, the corregidore desired the father provincial, as they styled him, or head of the Jesuits here, to find out what religion we were of, or whether we had any or not. He then retired, the gates were shut, and we were'Conducted to a cell, We found in it something like beds spread on the floor, and an old ragged Shirt apiece, but clean, which was of infinite service to us ; nor did eating at first give 
me half the satisfaction this treasure of an old shirt did. Though this College was large, there were but four Jesuit? in it, nor were there any more of 
that order upon the island. In the morning, Captain Cheap vyas sent for by the father provin- cial : their conversation w as.carried on in Latin, perhaps not the best on either side; however, they made shift to understand one another. When he returned, he told us the good fathers were still harping upon what things of value we might,have 
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saved and concealed about us; and that if we had .any thing of that sort, we could not do better than let them have it. Religion seemed to be quite out of the question at present; but a day or two after, the corregidore being informed that we were heretics, he desired these Jesuits would convert us; but one of them told him it was a mere joke to attempt it, as we could have no inducement upon that island to change our religion ; but that when we got to Chili, in such a delightful country as-that was, where there was nothing but diver- sions and amusements, we should be converted fast enough. We kept close to our dell till the bell rang for dinner, when we were conducted into a hall, where there was one table for the fathers, and another for us. After a very long Latin prayer, we sat down and eat what was put before us, without a single word passing at either table. As soon as we had finished, there was another long prayer, which, however, did not appear so tedious as the first; and then we retired to our . cell again. In this manner we passed eight days w ithout ever stirring out, all which time one might have imagined one’s self out of the world; for excepting the bell for dinner, a silence reigned throughout the whole, as if the place had been uninhabited. A little before dark, on the eighth evening, We heard a violent knocking at the gate, which w as no sooner opened, than there entered- a young officer booted and spurred, who acquaint- ed the fathers that he was sent by the governor to conduct us to Chaco. This young man was the governor’s son; by which means he obtained a cominission next in authority, upon this island, to his father. lie ought to have been kept at school; 
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for he was a vain empty, coxcomb, mudh disliked by the people of the island. After taking leave of the Jesuits, who I imagine was not sorry to be 
rid of us, after finding their expectations baulked, we set out, having about thirty soldiers on horse- back to attend us. We rode about eight miles that night, when We came to an Estancia, or Farm-house, belonging to an old lady, who had two handsome daughters. Here we were very well entertained; and the good old lady seemed to have great compassion for us. She asked the 
governor’s son if he thought his father would have any objection to my passing a month with her at her farm. As she was a person of rank in this island, he said he would acquaint his father With her request, and made no doubt but he would grant it.‘ I observed our soldiers, when they came into the house, had none of them any 
shoes on, but wore buskins, like the Indians, with- 'out anyfeet to them. They all had monstrous great spurs, some of silver, and others of cop- per, which made a rattling when they walked 
like chains. They were all stout,(strong-looking men, as the Spaniards, natives of the island, in general are. After a good supper,' we had sheep-skins laid near the fire for us to sleep on. Early in the morning we mounted again; and after riding some miles across the country, we came to the water side, where we found several periagoes, w aiting for us, with some officers in them. Most of the soldiers dismounted and embarked with us, a few only being sent round with the horses. It was three days before we ar- rived at Chaco, as the tides between this island gnd the main are so rapid that no boat can stem 
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them. The same precaution was taken here as at Castro; we passed through a whole lane of soldiers, armed as 1 mentioned those to have been before, excepting a few who really had match- locks, the only fire-arms they have here. The sol- diers, upon our journey, had given a pompous ac- count of el Palacio del Rey, or the king’s palace, as they styled the governor’s house, and therefore we expected to See something very magnificent; but it was nothing better than a large thatched barn, partitioned off into several rooms. The governor was sitting at a large table covered with a piece of red serge, having all the principal officers about him. After some time, he made us sit down, attempting to con- verse with us by his linguist, who was a stupid old fellow, that could neither talk English nor Spanish, but said he was born in England, had resided above forty years in that country, and having formerly been a buccaneer,, was taken by the Spaniards near Panama. The governorkept us to supper, and then we were conducted across the court to our apartment, which Was a place that had served to keep the fire-wood for the governor’s kitchen; however, as it was dry over head, we thought ourselves extremely well lodged. There was a soldier placed at the door with a drawn spado in his hand, to prevent our stirring out; which was quite unnecessary, as we knew not where to go if w e had been at liberty. One of these soldiers- took a great fancy to my ragged grieko, which had still some thousands about it • and in exchange gave me an old puncho, the sort of garment with a hole in the middle to^ut one’s 
head throughj as above related to be worn by (he 
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Indians; and for the little bit of my waistcoat that remained, he gave me a pair of breeches. I vnow should have thought myself very handsomely equipped, if I had had but another shirt. The next day, about noon, the governor sent for us, and we dined at bistable; after Which we re- turned to our lodging, where \we were never alone; for every body wras curious to see us. We passed about a week in this manner, when the centinel was taken off, and we were allowed 
to look about us a little, though not to go out of the palace, as they w'ere pleased to call it. We dined every day with the governor; but Were not very fond of his fast days, which suc- ceeded each other too quickly. 1 contrived to make friends with his steward and cook; by which means I always carried my pokets full to my apartment, where I passed my time very agreeably. Soon after, we had leave to walk about the town, or go wherever we pleased. Eve^y house was open to us; and though it was but ail hour after we had dined, they always spread a table, thinking we never' could eat enough after what we had suffered; and we were much of the same opinion. They are,' in general, a charitable good sort of people; but very ignorant, and governed by their priests, who make them believe just what they please. The Indian language is chiefly spoken here, even by the Spaniards one amongst another; and they Say they think it. a finer language than their o\in. The women hate fine complexions, and many of them are very handsome; they have good voices, and can strum a little upon the guitar; but they have an ugly custom of smoak* 
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ing tobacco, which is a very scarce commodity here ; and therefore is looked upon as a great treat when they meet at one another’s houses. , The lady of the house comes in w ith a large wooden pipe crammed with tobacco; and after taking two or three hearty whiffs, she holds her head under her cloak lest any of the smoke should escape, and then swallows it; some time after you see it coming out of her nose and ears. She then hands the pipe to the next lady, who docs the same, til! it has gone through the whole com- pany. Their houses are but very mean, as will be easily imagined by what I have said of the go- vernor’s. They make their fire in the middle of their rooms, but have no chimneys. There , is a small hole at each end of the ropf, to let the smoke out. It is only the better sort of people that eat bread made of wheat; as they grow but very liitle here, and they have no mills to grind it; but then they have great plenty of the finest potatoes in the world : these ar<; always roasted in the ashes, then scraped, and served up at meals ‘ instead of bread, They breed abundance of , swine, as they supply both Chili and Peru with hams. They are In no want of sheep, but are not overstocked with cows; owing, in a great measure, to their own indolence in not clearing away the woods; which if they would be at die pains to do>, they might have sufficient pas- . ture. Their trade consists in hams, hogs-lard, which is used throughout all South America in- stead of butter, cedar-plank, which the Indians are continually employed in cutting quite to the foot of the Cordilleras, little carved boxes, which the Spanish ladies use to put their work in, car- 
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pets, quilts, and punches neatly embroidered all round ; for these, both in Chili and Peru, are used by the people of the first fashion, as Avell as the 
inferior sort, by way of riding.-dress, and are es- teemed te be much more convenient for a horse- man than any kind of coat whatever. They have what they call an annual ship from Lima, as they never^xpect more than one in the year; though sometimes it happens that two have come, and at other times they have been two or three years w ithout any. When this happens, they are greatly distressed, as this ship brings them baize, cloth, linens, hats, ribbons, tobacco, sugar, brandy, and wine; but this latter article is chiefly for the use of the churches. Matte, an. herb from Paraguay, used all over South Ameri- ca insteady of tea, is also a necessary article. This ship’s cargo is chiefly consigned to the Je- suits, who have more Indians employed for them than all the rest of the inhabitants'together, and of course engross almost the whole trade. There is no money current in this-island. If any per- son wants a few yards of linen, a little sugar, tobacco, or any other thing brought from Peru, he gives so many cedar-planks, hams, or punches, in exchange. Some time after we had been here, 

a snow arrived in the harbour from Lima, which occasioned great joy amongst the inhabitants, as they had no ship the year before, from the alarm Lord Anson had given upon the coast.. This was not the annual vessel, but one of those that I mentioned before- which came unexpectedly. 
The captain of her was an old man, wmll known upon the island, who had traded here once in two or three years, for more than thirty^ears past. 
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He had a remarkable large head, and therefore was commonly known by a nick-name they ,had given him of Gabuco de Toro, or llull’s- head. He had not beeii here a week before he came to the governor, and told him, with a most melancholy countenance, that he had not slept a \iiiik since he came into the harbour, as the go- , vernor was pleased to allow three English pri- soners liberty to walk about .nstead of confining them; and that he expected every moment they would board his vessel, and carry her away: this he said when hr had above thirty hands aboard. 
The governor assured him he would be answer- able for usi, and that he might sleep in quiet; though at the.same time he could not help laugh- ing at the man, as all tiie people in the town did. These assurances did not satisfy the captain: he used the utmost dispatch jn disposing of his car- go, and put to sea again, not thinking himself safe till he had lost sight of the island. It was about three months after us that Mr. Hamilton was brought in, by a party that the governor had sent to the southward on purpose to fetch him. He was in a wretched condition upon his liist arrival, but soon recovered with the good living he found here. It is usual for the governor to make a tour every year, through the several districts belonging to his government: on this occasion he took us with him. The. first place he visited was Carel- mapo, on the main; and from thence to Castro. At these places, he holds a kind of court; all the chief caciques meeting him, and intorming him of what has passed since his last visit, and receiving 
fresh orders for the year to come. At Castro we 
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had the same liberty we enjoyeil at Chaco, and visited every body. It seemed they had forgot all the ceremony used upon our first landing here, which was with an intent to make us be- lieve it was strongly fortified; for now they let us see plainly that they had neither fort nor^gun.J At Chaco they had a little earthen fort, with a small ditch palisadoed round it, and a few oid ho- ney-combed guns without .carriges, antl.wlnch do not defend the harbour in the least. Whilst we were at Castro, the old lady (at w hose house we lay the first night upon leaving the Jesuits Col- 
lege) sent to the governor, ami begged I might be allowed to cona: to her for a few weeks: his was granted ; and accordingly 1 went and passed about three weeks with her very'happily, as she seemed to be as fond of me as if I had been her own son. She was very unwilling to part with me again ; but as the governor was soon to return to Chaco, he sent for me, and I left niy bene- factress with regret. Amongst the houses we visited at Castro, there was one belonging to an old priest, who was es- teemed one ot the richest persons upon, the is- land. He had a niece, of whom he was extreme- ly fond, and who was to inherit all he possessed. 
He had tal^en a great deal of pains w ith her edu- cation, and she was reckoned one of the most accomplished young ladies of Chiloe. Her per- son was good, though she fould uot be called a regular beauty. This young lady did me tlie honour to take more notice of me than I deserv- ed, and proposed to her uncle to convert me, and afterwards begged his consent to marry me. 
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agreed to it; and accordingly^ on the next yisit 1 made him, acquainted me with ihe young lady’s proposal, and his approbation of it, taking me at the same time into a room where there were se- veral chests and boxes, which he unlocked, first 
shewing, me what a number of fine clothes his niece had, and then his own wardrobe, which he said should be mine at his death. Amongst other things, he produced a piece of linen, which he said should immediately be made up into shirts for me. 1 own this last article was a great temptation to me; however, 1 had the resolution to withstand it, and made the best excuses l could for not excepting of the honour they jn- . tended me ;* for by this time ir could speak Spanish well enough to make myself understood. Amongst other Indians who had come to meet the governor here, there were some caciqnes of those Indians who had Treated us so kindly at our first landing upon Chiloe. One of these, a young man, had been guilty of some offence, and was put in irons, and threatened to be more se- verely punished. We could not learn his crime, or whether the governor did not do it in a great measure to shew ns his power over these Indian chiefs. However, we were under great concern for this young man, who had been extremely ^ind to us, and begged Captain Cheap to inter- cede with the governor for him. This he did, and the cacique was released; the governor ac- quainting him, at the same time, with great warmth, that it was to us only he owed jt, or otherwise he would have made a severe example of him. The young man seemed to have been in no dread of farther punishment, as I believe he 
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felt all a man could do from the indignity of be* ing put in irons in the public square, before all his brother caciques, and many hundreds of other Indians. I thought this was not a very politic step of the governor, as the cacique came after to Captain Cheap to thank him for his goodness, and in all probability would remember the English for some time after;1 and not only he, but all.the other caciques who had been witnesses of it, and who seemed to feel, if possible, even more than the young man himself did. We now retu-rned to Chaco, and the governor told us, w hen the annual ship came, which they expected in December, we should be sent in her to Chili. 
We felt several earthquakes while we were here. One day as I happened to be upon a visit at a house where I was very well acquainted, an In- dian came in, who lived at many leagues distance from this town, and who had made this journey in order to purchase some little trifles he want- ed; nmongst other things, he had bought some prints of saints. Very proud of these, he pro- duced them, and put them into the hands of the women, who very devoutly first crossed them- selves with them, and afterwards kissed them j then gaVe them to me, saying, at the same time, they supposed such a heretic as I was would re- fuse to kiss them. They were right in their conjectures: I returned them to the Indian Without going through that ceremony. At that very instant there happened a violent shock of an earthquake, which they imputed entirely to the anger of the saints; and all quitted the house as fast as they could, lest it should fall upon their heads. For my part, I made the best of 



byron’s narrative. 113 
my way home for fear of being knocked on the head, when out of the house, by thei rabble, who looked ou me as the cause of all this mischief, and did not return to that house again till 1 thought | this affair was forgotten. Here is a very good harbour; but the en- trapce is very dangerous for those who are un- acquainted with it, as the tides are so extremely rapid, and there are sunken rocks in the mid- channel. The island is above seventy leagues round; and the body of it lies in about 40 deg. 20 min. south, and is the most southern settle- ! ment the Spaniards have in these seas. Their summer is of no long duration, and most of the year round they have hard gales of wind and much rain. Opposite the island, upon the Cor- 'dilleras, there is a volcano, which, at times, burns with great fury, and is subject to violent erup- tions. One of these alarmed the whole island, whilst we were here: it sounded in the night like great guns. In the morning, the governor mounted his horse, and rode backwards and for- wards from his house to the earthen fort, saying it was the English coming in, but that he would give them a warm reception ; meaning, I sup- pose, that he would have left them a good fire in his house; for I am certain he would soon hav.e been in the woods, if he had seen any thing like an English ship coming in. Women of the first fashion here seldom wear shoes or stockings in the house, but only keep them to wear upon particular occasions. I have Cften seen them corning to the church, which stood opposite to the governor’s house, bare- legged, walking through mud and water; and at 
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the church door put on their shoes and stockings, and pull them off again when they came out. Though they are in general handsome, and have good complexions, yet many of them paint in so ^ 
ridiculous a manner, that it is impossible to help laughing in their faces when you see them. The governor we found here was a native of Chili. The government, which is appointed by that presidency, is for three years; which appears to be a long banishmevit to them, as their ap- 
pointments are but small, though they make the most of it. The towns of Castro and Chaco con- sist only of scattered houses, without a regular street; though.both have their places, or squar.es, as almost all Spanish towns have. Chaco h> very thinly inhabited, excepting at the'time the Lima ship arrives; then.they flock thither from all 
parts of the island, to purchase what little mat- ters they want; and as soon as that is done, retire to their estancias, or farms. It was about the middle of December this ship came in; and the second of January, 1742-3, we embarked on board of her. She was bound to Valparaiso— We got out to sea with, some difficulty, having 
been driven by the strength of the tidjj very near those sunken rocks mentioned before. We found a great sea without; and as the ship was as deep as any laden co.llier, her decks were con- 
tinually well washed. She was a fine vessel of about two hundred and fifty tons. The timber the ships of this country are built of is excellent, as they last a prodigious titne: for they assured us that the vessel we were then in had been built above forty years. The captain was a Spaniard, aud knew not the least of sea affairs; the second 
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captain, or master, the boirtswain, and his mate, were all three Frenchmen, and very good seamen ; the pilot was a Mulatto, and all the rest of the crew were Indians and Negroes. The latter were all slaves'and stout fellows; but never suffered to go aloft, lest they should fall over- board, and the owners lose so much money by it. The Indians- were active, brisk men, and very good seamen for that climate; We had on board the head of the Jesuits as passenger. He and Captain Cheap were admitted into the great cabin, and messed with the captain and his chaplain. As for us, we were obliged to ruff it the whole passage; that is, when we were tired, we lay dowp upon the quarter deck, ^ the open air, and slept as well as we could; but that was nothing to us, who had been used to fare so much worse. We lived well, eating with the master and boatswain, who always had their meals upon the quarter-deck,’and drank brandy at them as we do small beer ; and all the rest of the day were smoking segars. . The filth day we made the land four or five leagues to the southward of Valparaiso; and soon after falling calm, a great western swell hurried us in veiy fast towards the shore. We dropped the lead several times, but had such deep water we could not anchor. They were all much alarmed when the Jesuit came out of the cabin for the first time, having been sea-sick the whole passage. As soon as he vvas informed of the ..anger, he went back into the cabin, and brought out the image of some saint, which he desired might be hung up in the mizen- shrouds; which being done, he kept threatening 
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it, that if we had not a breeze of wind soon, he 
would certainty throw it overboard. Soon after, we had a little wind from off the land, when the Jesuit carried the image back with an air of great triumph, saying, He was certain that we should not be without wand long, though he had given himself over for lost sometime before it came. Next morning we anchored in the port of Valparaiso. In that part, which is op- posite to the fort, ships lie so near the land? that they have generally three anchors ashore, as there is eight or ten fathom close to it; and the 
flaws come off the hills with such violence, that if it was not'for this method of securing them,’ they would be blow n out. This is only in sum- 
mer-time, for in the winter months, no ships ever attempt to come in here; the northerly winds then prevail, and drive in such a sea, that they must soon be ashore. The Spanish captain waited updn the gover- nor of the fort, and informed him that he had four English prisoners on board. We were ordered ashore in the afternoon, and were re- ceived, as we got upon the beach, by a file of soldiers with their bayonets fixed, who surround- ed us, and then marched up to the fort attended by a numerous mob. We were carried before the 
governor, whose house was full of officers. He was blind, asked a few questions, and then spoke of nothing but the strength of the garrison he 
commanded, and desired to know if we had ob- served that all the lower battery was brass guns. We were immediately after, by his order, put into the condemned hole. There was nothing but four bare walty, excepting a heap of lime 
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that filled one third of it, and made the place swarm with fleas in such a manner that we were presently covered with them. Some of Admiral Pizarro’s soldiers were here in garrison, that had been landed from his ships at Buenos Ayresi, as he could not get round Cape Horn. A centinePs box wa£*placed at our door, and we had always a soldier, with his bayonet fiSed, to prevent our stirring out. T{ie curiosity of the people was such, that our prison was continually full from morning till night, by which the soldiers made a pretty penny, as they took money from every person for the sight. In a few days, Captain Cheap and Mr. Hamilton were ordered up to SU Jago, as they were known to’ be officers by hav- ing saved their-commissions; but Mr. Campbell and I were to continue in prison. Captain 
Cheap expressed great concern when he left usj he told me it was what he had all along dreaded, that.they would separate us when we got into this country; but he assured me, if he was per- mitted to speak t« the president, that he would never leave soliciting him till he obtained a grant for ma-to be sent up to him. No sooner were they gone than we fared very badly. A com- mon soldier, who was ordered to provide for us by the governor, brought us each, once a-day, a 
few potatoes mixed with hot water. The other soldiers of the garrison, as well as the people who flocjted to see us, took notice of it, and-told the soldier it was cruel to treat us in that manner. His answer was, “The Governor allots me hut half a Real a day for each of these men; what can I do ? It is he that is to blame. I am shock- ed every time I bring them this scanty pittance. 
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tho’ even that could not be provided for the money he gives them.” We from this time lived much better, and the soldier brought us even wine and fruit. We took it for granted, that our case had been represented to the governor, and that he had increased our pay. As to the first, we were right in our conjectures; it had been mentioned 
to him, that it was impossible we could subsist on what he allowed • and his answer to it was, that we might starve, for we should have no more from him ; and that he believed he should never be re- paid even that. This- charitable speech of the governor was made known every where, and new almost every one who came to see us, gave us something; even the mule-drivers would take out their tobacco pouch, in which they keep their money, and give us half a real. All this we 
Mould have given to our soldier, but he never Mould receive a farthing'from us, telling us we might still want it; and the whole time M.e were there, which was some weeks, he laid aside half his daily pay to supply us, though he had a wife and six children, and never could have the least hope or expectation of any recompense. However, two years after this, 1 had the sin- gular pleasure of making him some return, when my circumstances were much better than his. One night, when Me were locked up, there happened a dreadful shock of an earthquake. We expected, every moment, the_ roof and Mralls of our prison to fall in upon us, and erdsh us to pieces; and what added to the hor- ror of it was, the noise of chains and impreca. tions in the next prison which joined to ours, where there were near seventy felons heavily. 



•BYRON’S NARRATIVE. 119 
loaded with irons, who are Jtept here to work upon the fortifications, as in other countries they are condemned to the gallies. A few days after' this, we were told an order was come from the president to the governor, to send us up to St. Jago, which is ninety miles from Valparaiso, and is the capital of Chili. There were, at this time, several ships in the port from Lima delivering their cargoes; so that almost every day there were large droves of mules going up to St. Jago with the goods. The governor serit for one of the master carriers, and ordered him to take us up with him. The man asked him how he was to.be paid our expenses, as he should be five days upon the road. The governor told him he might get that as he could, for he would not ad vance him a single farthing. After taking leave of our friendly soldier, who even now brought us some little matters' to carry with us, we set put, and 
travelled about fourteen miles the first day, and lay at night in the open field, which is always the custom of these people, stopping where there is plenty of pasture and good watey for the mules. The next morning we passed over a high mountain, called Zapata; and then crossing a large plain, we passed another mountain, very difficult for the mules, who each carried two heavy bales: there were above an hundred of them in this drove. The mules of Chili are the iincjit in the»world; and though they are con- tinually upon the road, and have nothing but wlmt they pick up at nights, they are fat and sleeve as high-fed horses in England. The 
fourth night, we lay upon a plain in sight of St. Jago, and not aboye four leagues from it. 
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The next day, as we moved towards the city, our master-carrier, who was naturally well disposed, and had been very kind to us all the way upon the road, advised me, very seriously, not to think of remaining in St. Jago, where he said there was 
nothing but extravagance, vice, and folly,.but to proceed on with them as mule-driver, which, he said, I should soon be very expert at; and that they led tin innocent and happy life, far prefer- able to any enjoyment such a great city as that before us could atford. I thanked him, and told him I was very much obliged to him ; but.that I would try the city first, and if I did not like it, I vvould accept of the ofi'er he was so good to make me. The thing that gave him this high opinion of m'e wTas, that as he had been so civil to us, I was very officious in assisting to drive in those mules that strayed from the rest upon those large plains which we passed over; and this I thought was the least I could do towards making some returns for the obligations we were under to him. When w e got into St. Jago,4he.carrier deliver. ■ ed us to the captain of. the guard, at the palace- gate ; land he soon after introduced us to the pre- sident, Don Joseph Manso, who received us very civilly, and then sent-us to the house where Cap- tain Cheap and Mr. Hamilton were. We found them extremely well lodged at the house of a 
Scotch,physician, whose name was Don Patrichio Gedd. This gentleman had £een a long time in this city, and was greatly esteemed by the Spa- 
niards,'as well for his abilities in his'profession, 
as his humane disposition. He no sooner heard that there were four English prisoners arrived in that country, than he waited upon the president. 
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and bogged they might be lodged .at his house.' This was granted; and had we been his own brothers,- we could not have met with a more friendly reception: and during two years that^ we were with him, his constant study was to make every thing as agreeable to vis as possible. We were greatly distressed to think of the expense he w as at upon our account; but it was in vain for us to argue with him about it. In short, to sum tip his character in a few words, their never was a man of more extensive humanity. Two or threei days after our arrival, the president sent Mr. Campbell and me Rn invitation to dine with him, where we were to meet Admiral Pizarro and all his officers. This was^ cruel stroke upon us, as we had not any clothes fit to appear in, and dared not refuse the invitation. * The next day, a Spa- nish officer belonging to Admiral Pizarro’s squad, ron, whose name Was Don Manuel de Guiror, came and made us,an offer of two thousand dollars. This generous Spaniard made this ofler without any view of ever being repaid, but purely out of a > compassionate motive of relieving us in our pre- sent distress. We returned him all the acknow. . hedgments his uncommon generous behaviour merited, and accepted of six hundred dollars only, upon his receiving our draught for that sum upon the English consul at Lisbon. We now got our- 
selves decently clothed after the Spanish fashion ; and as we were upon our parole, we went out where we pleased to divert ourselves. The city is situated in about 33 degrees and 30 mindtes south latitude, at the west foot of the, immense chain of mountains called the Cor- dilleras. It stands on a most beautiful plain of 
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above thirty leagues extent. It was founded by Don Pedro de Baldivia, the conqueror of Chili. The .plan of it was marked out by him, in squares, like Lima; and almost every house 
belonging to people of any fashion, has a large court before it, with great gates, and a garden behind. There is a little rivulet, neatly facial with stone, runs through every street; by which they can cool the streets, or water their gardens, 
when they please. The whole town is extremely well paved. Their gardens are full of noble 
orange-trees and floripondies, with all sorts of flowers which perfume the houses, and even the whole city. Much about the middle of it, is the great square, called the Placa Real, or the Royal Square; there are eight avenues leading into it. The west side contains the cathedral and the bi- shop’s palace; the north side is the president's palace, the royal court, tho council house, and the prison; the south side is a row of piazzas, the whole length of which are shops, and over it is a gallery to see the bull feasts; the east side has some large houses belonging to people of dis- 
tinction, and in the middle is a large fountain, with a brass bason. The houses have, in general, only a ground floor, upon account of the frequent 
earthquakeST but they make a handsome ap- pearance. The churchep ire rich in gilding, as well as in plate: that of the Jesuits is reckoned an 
exceeding good piece of architecture; but ir is much too high built for a country so subject to 
earthquakes, and where it has frequently hap- pened that thousands of people have been swal- lowed up at once. There is a hill, or.rather high 
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from the top of which you have a vie\v of all the city, and the country about for many leagues, affording a very delightful landscape. Their estancias, or country houses, are very pleasant, having generally a fine grove of olive trees, with large vineyards to them. The Chili wine, in my opinion, is full as good as Madeira, and made in such quantities that it is sold extremely cheap. The soil of this country is so fertile, that the hus- bandmen have very little trouble; for they do but in a manner scratch up the ground, and without any kind of manure.it yields an hundred fold. Without doubt the wheat of Chili is the finest in the world, and the"fruits rfre all excellent in their kinds. Beef and mutton are so cheap, that you may have a good cow for three dollars, and a fat sheep for two shillings. Their horses are extra, 
ordinary good ; and .though some of them go at a great price, you may have a very good one fop- four dollars, or about eighteen shillings of eur money. It must be a very poor Indian who has not his four or five horses; and there are no bet- ter horsemen in the world than the Chileans; and that is not surprising, for they-never chuse to go a hundred yards on foot. They have always their laco fixed to their saddle: the laco is a long thong of leather, at the end of which they make a sliding noose. It is of more general use to them than any weapon whatever; for with this they are sure of catching either hbrse or wild bull, upon full gallop, by any foot they please. Their horses are all'trained to this; and the moment they find the thong straitened, as the other end is always made fast to the saddle, the horse immedi- ately turns short, and throwing the boast thus 
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caught, the huntsman wounds or secures him in ■what manner he thinks proper. These people are so dexterous, that they will take from the ground a glove or handkerchief, while their horse is upon full stretch; and I have seen them jump upon the back of the wildest bull, and ail the efforts of the beast could not throw them. This country produces all sorts of metals. It is fa- mous for gold, silver, iron, tin, lead, and quick- silver; but solne of these they do not understand working, especially quicksilver. With copper they supply all Peru, and send, likewise, a great deal to Europe. The climate of Chili is, 1 be- lieve, the finest in the world. What they call their winter does not last three months; and even that is very moderate, as may be imagined by their manner of building, for they have no chimneys in their houses. All the rest of the 
year is delightful; for though from ten or eleven in the morning till five in the afternoon, it is very h.ot, yet the evenings and mornings are very cool and pleasant; and in the hottest time of the year, it is from six in the evening till two or 
three in the morning, that the people of this Counti*y meet to divert themselves with music and other entertainments, at which there is plen- 
ty of cqbling liquors, as they are well supplied with ice from the neighbouring Cordilleras. At these assemblies, many intrigues are carried on: for they think of nothing else throughout the year. Their fandangoes are very agreeable; the women dance inimitably well, and very graceful- ly. They are all born with an ear for music, and most of them have delightful voices; ami all play upon the guitar and harp, i,. The latter, at first, 
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appears a very aukward instrument for a woman; yet that prejudice is soon got over, and they far excel any other nation upon it. They are ex- tremely complaisant and polite; and when asked either to play, dance, or sing, they do it without a moment’s hesitation, and that with an exceed- ing good grace. They have many figure-dances; but what they take most delight in, are more like our hornpipes than any thing eke I can compare them to; and upon these occasions they shew surprising activity. The women are remarkably handsome, and very extravagant in their dress. Their hair, which is as thick as is possible to be conceived, they wear of a vast length, without any other ornament upon the head than a few flowers; they plait it behind in four plaits, and twist them round a bodkin, at each end of which is a diamond rose. Their shifts are all over lace, as is a little tight waistcoat they wear over them. Their petticoats are open before, and lap over, and have commonly three rows of very rich lace of gold or silver. In winter, they have an upper 
waistcoat of cloth of gold or silver, and in sum- mer, of the finest linen, covered all over with the finest Flanders lace. The sleeves of these are immensely wide. Over all this, when the air is cool they have a mantle, which is only of bays, of the finest colours, round which there is abun- dance of lace. When they go abroad, they wear a vail, which is so contrived that one eyeis only seen. Their feet are very small,and they value themselves as much upon it as the Chinese do. Their shoes are i pinked and cut; their^tockingssilk, with gold and silver cloaks; and they love to have the end of an embroidered garter hang alittlebelow the petticoat. 
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Their breasts andshoulders are very naked; and* indeed, you may easily discern their whole shape by their manner of dress. They have 'finp 
sparkling eyes, ready wit, a great deal of good, nature, and a strong disposition to gallantry. By the description of one house you have an 
idea of all the rest. You first come into a large court, on one side of which is the stable: you then enter a hall; on one side of that is a larg^ room, about twenty feet wide, and near forty feet long: that side next the window is th^estra- do, which runs the whole length of the^ room. The estrado is a platform, raised about five or six inches above the floor, and is covered with carpets and velvet cushions for the women to sit on, which they do, after the Moorish fashion, cross legged.The chairs for the men are cover, td with printed leather. At the end of the 
estrado, there is an alcove, where the bed stands; and there is always a vast deal of the sheets hang- ing out, with a profusion of lace to them, and the same on the pillows. They have a false door to the alcove, which sometimes is very conveni- ent. Besides there are generally two other rooms, one within another; and the kitchen and .other office^ are detached from the house, either at one side, or the end-of the gardep. The ladies are fond of having their Mullatto female slaves dressed almost as welfas themselves in every respect, excepting jewels, in which they 
indulge themselves to the utmost extravagance. Paraguay tea, which they call Matte, as I men- tioned before, is always drunk twice a-day: This is brought upon a large silver salver, with four legs raised upon it, to receive a little cup 
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made out of a small calabash, or gourd, and tip. ped with, silver.; They put the herb first into this, and add what sugar they please, and a little orange juice; and then pour hot water on them, and drink it immediately through the conveyance of-a long silver tube, at the end of which there is a round strainer, to prevent the herb getting through. And here it is reckoned a piece of politeness for the lady to suck the tube two or three times first, and then give it the stranger to drink without wiping it. They eat every thing so highly seasoned with red pepper, that those who are not used to it, upon the first mouthful, would imagine their throats on fire for an hour afterwards; and it is a common custom here, though you have the greatest plenty at'your own table, to have, two or three Mullatto girls come in at the time you dine, bringing' in a little silver plate, some of these high seasoned ragouts, with a compliment from Donna such a-one, who desires'you will eat a little bit of w hat she has sent you; w hich must be done before her Mullatto’s face, or it would be deemed a great affront: Had this been the fashion at Chiloe, we should never have offend- ed ; but sometimes here w e could have w ished this ceremony omitted, 'J’he president never asked any of us a second time to his table. He expected us once' a fort- night to be at his levee, which we never failed; and he always received us very politely. He was a mao of a very amiable character, and much respected by every body in Chili, and some time after we lett that country was appointed viceroy, 
of Peru. 
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We had leave, whenever we asked it, to make an excursion into the country for ten or twelve 

days at a time; which we did sometimes to a very pleasant spot belonging to Don Joseph Dunose, a French gentleman, and a very seusi. ble, well-bred man, who had married a very agreeable lady at St. Jago, with a very good for- tune. We also sometimes had invitations from the Spaniards to their country-houses. We hhd a numerous acquaintance in theeity, and in ge- neral received many civilities from the inhabi- tants. There are a great many people of fashion, and very good families from Old Spain settled here. A lady lived next door to us whose name was Donna Francisca Giron ; and as my name sounded something like it, she would have it that we were i’arientes. She had a daughter,-a very line young womah, who both played, and sung remarkably well: she was reckoned the finest voice in St. Jago. They saw a great deal of company, and we were welcome to her house whenever we pleased. We were a long time in this country, but we passed it very agreeably. The president alone goes with four horses to his coach; but the common vehicle here is a calash, or kind of vis-a-vis, drawn by one mule only. Bull-feasts are a common diversion here, and sur- pass any thing of that kind I ever saw at Lis- bon, or any where else. Indeed, it is amazing to see the activity and dexterity of those who at- tack the bulls. It is always done here by those only who follow it as a trade, for it is too dan- gerous to be practised as a diversion; as a proof of which, it is found, that though some may hold out louger than others, there are few who Con- 
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stantly practise it, that die a natural death. The bulls are always the wildest that can be brought in from the mountains or forests, and have no- thing on their horns to prevent their piercing a man first stroke, as they have at Lisbon. I have seen a man, when the bull came at him with the utmost fury, spring directly over the beasts head, and perform this feat several times, and at last jump.on his back, and there sit a considerable time, the bull the whole time attempting every means to throw him. But though this prac- titioner was successful, several accidents hap- pened while I was there. The ladies, at these feasts, are always dressed as fine as possible; and, I imagine, go rather to be admired than to receive any amusement from a sight that one should think would give them pain. Another amusement for the ladies here, are the nights of their great processions, when they go out veiled; and in that dress, they amuse themselves in talking to people much in the manner that is done at our masquerades. One night in Lent, as I was standing close to the houses as the proces- sion went by, and having nothing but a thiu waistcoat on under my cloak, and happening to have my arm out, a lady came by, and gave me a pinch with so good a will, that I thought she had taken the piece out; andrindeed, I carried the marks for a long time alter. I durst not take th,e least notice of this at the time; for had I madeany disturbance, I should have been knock- ed on the head. This kind lady immediately after mixed with the crowd, and I never ponld find out who had done me that favour. I have seen fifty or sixty penitents following these pro- m3. 



130 E-YRON’S NARRATIVE, 
cessions. They wear a long white garment with a long train to it, and high caps of the same, which fall down before, and coverall their faces, having,only two small' holes for their eyes; so that they are never known. Their backs are bare, and they lash themselves with a cat-o’-nine- tails till the long train behind is covered nil over with blood. Others follow them with great heavy crosses upon their backs; so that they groan under the weight as they walk bare footed, and often faint away. The streets swarm with friars of all the different orders. The president has always a guard at his palace regularly clothed. The rest of their forces consists of militia, who are numerous. All European goods are very dear. English cloth of fourteen or fifteen shillings a yard, sells there for ten or eleven dollars; and every other article in proportion. We found many Spaniards here that had been taken by Confmodorc Anson, and had been for some time prisoners on, board the Centurion. They all, spoke in the highest terras of the kind treatment they had received; and it is natural to imagine, that it was .chiefly owing to that laudable example of humanity our reception here was so good. They had never had any thing but privateers and 'buccaneers amongst them before, who handled their prison- ers very roughly: so that the Spaniards in ge- neral, both of Peru and Chili, had the greatest dtcad of being taken by the English ; but som& of them told us that they were so happy on board the Centurion, that they should not have been sorry if the commodore had taken them with 
him to England. 
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Aftpr we had been here spme time, Mr. Camp- bell changed his religion, and of c >iirse left us. At the end of two years, the president sent for, and infotined us, a French ship from Lima, bound to Spain, had put into Valparaiso, and that we should embark in her. After taking Jeave of our good friend Mr. Gedd, and all our acquaintance at St. Jago, we set out for Valpa- raiso, mules and a guide being provided for us. I had forget to say before, that Captain Cheap had been allowed by the president six reals a- day, and we had four for our maintenance the whole time we were at St. Jagp, which money we took up as we wanted it. Our journey back was much pleasanter than we found it when we were first brought hither, as we had now no mules to drive. The first person I met, upon our entrance into Valparaiso, was the poor soldier whom 1 mentioned to have been so kind to us when we were imprisoned in the fort. I now made him a little present, which, as it came quite unexpected, made him very happy. We took lodgings till the ship was ready to sail, and di- verted ourselves as we pleased, having the good fortune, at this time, to have nothing to do with the governor or his fort. The town is but a poor little place; there are, indeed, a good many stoVc- houses built by the water side, for the reception of goods from the shipping. 
About the 20th of December, 1744, we em- barked on board the Lys frigate, belonging to Su Malo. She was a ship of four hundred and twenty tons, sixteen guns, and sixty meu.. She had several passengers on board; and amongst the rest, Don George Jyan, a man of very 
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superior abltities, (ami since that time well known in England), who with Don Antonio Ulloa had been sereral years in Peru, upon a de- sign of measuring some degrees of the meridiaii near the equator. We were now bound toGon- , ption, in order to join three other French ; ,'ps that were likewise bound home. As this was a time of the jear when the southerly winds prevail upon this coast, we stood oft' a long way to the westward, making the island of Juan 
Fernandes. We did not get into the bay of Conception till the 6th of January 1745, where we anchored a Talcaguana, and there found the Louis Erasme, the Marquis d’Ahtin, and the Deliverance, the three French ships that we were to accompany. It is but sixty leagues froth 
Valparaiso to Conception, though'we had been so long making this passage; but there is no beating np, near the shore, agajnst the southerly wind, which is the trade, at this season, as,you are sure to have a lee-current; so that the 
quickest way of making a passage is to stand off a hundred and twenty or thirty leagues from the land. The, bay of Conception is a large fine bay; but there are several shoals in it, and oply two good anchoring-places, though a ship may anchor within a quarter of a league of the town; but this only in the very fine months, as you lie muifh ex. posed. The best anchoring-place in Talcaguana, the southernmost neck of the bay, in five or six fathom water good holding ground, and where you are •sheltered from the northerly winds. The town has no other defence but a low battery, 
which only commands the anchoring-place befei<? 
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ii\ The country is extremely pleasant, and affords the greatest plenty of provisions of all kinds. In some excursions vve made daily from Talcaguana, we saw great numbers of very large snakes; but we were told they were quite harmless. I have read some former accounts of Chili, by the Je- suits, .wherein they tell you, that no venomous creature is to be found in it, and that they even made the experiment of bringing bugs here, which died immediately: but I never was in any place that swarmed with them so much as St. Jago. And they have a large spider there, whose bite is so venomous, that I have seen from it some of the most shocking sights I ever saw in my life; and it certainly proves mortal, if proper remedies are not applied in time. I w as once bit by one on the, cheek, whilst asleep, and presently after, all that part of my face turned as black as ink. I was cured, by the application of a bluish kind of ?tone' (the same, perhaps, they call the serpent- stone in the East-Indies, and which is a compo- sition.) The stone stuck, for some time, of itself, on my face, and dropping off, was put into milk till it had digested the poison it had extracted, and then applied again till the pain abated, and 1 Was soon afterwards well. Whilst the ships re- mained at Conception, the people were employed in killing of cattle and salting them for the voyage; and every ship took on board as many bullocks and sheep as their decks could well hold; and having completed their'business here, they sail, ed the 27th of January; but about eight days after, our ship sprung a very dangerous leak for- ward ; but so low, that there was no possibility oi stopping it without returning into port, and 
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lightening her till they could come at it. Ac- cordingly we separated from the other ships, and made the best of our way for Valparaiso, keeping all hands at the pump night, and day, passengers and all. However, as it happened, this proved a lucky circumstance for the Lys, as th'e three bthef shps were taken; and which certainly ‘would have been her fate likewise, had she kept com- pany with the rest. As soon as we got into port, they lightened the ship forwards, and brought her by the stern till they came at the leak, which was soon stopped. They made all the dispatch pos- sible in completing the wgter again. Whilst at Valparaiso, we had one of the most violent shocks of an earthquake that we had ever felt yet. On the first of March, we put to sea again, the 
season being already far advanced for passing Cape Horn. The next day we-wenf to an allow - ance ot a quart of water a day. for each man, which continued the whole passage. We were obliged to stand a long way to the westward; and went to the ndrthward of Juan Fernandes above a degree, before we had a wind that we could make any southing with., On the 25th, in the latitude of 46 degrees, we met with a violent hard gale at w est, which obliged us to lie to under" 
a reefed ’mainsail for some days; and before we got round the Cape, u e had many very hard gales, with a prodigious sea and constant thick, snow ; and after being so long Tin so delightful a climate as Chili, the cold was almost insupport- able. After doubling the Cape, w e got but slow ly to the northward; and, indeed, at the best of times, the ship never went above six knots'; for she was a heavy-going thing. On they 27th of 
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May we crossed the line; when finding that our water was grown extremely short, and that it would be almost impossible to reach Europe with, out a supply, it was resolved to bear away for Martinico. On the'29th of June, in the morn- ing, we made the island of Tobago, and then 
shaped a course for Martinicio; and on the first of July, by our reckonings, expected to see it, hut were disappointed. This was imputed to the currents, which whether they had set the ship to the eastward or westward, no body could tell; but upon looking over the charts, it was imagined, if the current had driven her to the westward, it must have been among the Grana- dillos, -which was thought impossible, without 
seeing anyof them, as they are so near together, and a most dangerous place for rocks. It was then concluded we were to the eastward, and accordingly we steered S. W. by W. but having run this course for above thirty leagues, and no 
land appearing, it was resolved to stand to the northward till wq should gain the latitude of Porto Rico; and on the 4th in the evening we made that island; so that it was now certain the shfp had been hustled through the Granadillos in the night, which was, without doubt, as ex. -traordfuary a passage as ever ship made. It was now resolved to go between the islands of Porto Rico ami St. Domingo for Cape Francois, therefore we lay to that night. In the morning, we made sail along shore; and about ten o’clock as 1 was walking the quarter-deck, Captain Cheap came out of the cabin, and told me he had just seen a beef-barrel go by the ship ; that he was sure it had -but' lately been thrown 
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overboard, and that he would venture anjr wager we saw an English cruizer before long. In about half an hour after, we saw. two sail to leeward from off the quarter-deck ; for they .kept no look out from the mast-head, and we presently observed they were in chace of us. The French and Spaniards on board, now began to grow a good deal alarmed, when it fell stark calm ; but not before the ships had nearod us so muchy that we plainly discerned them to be English men of war; the one a two decker, the other ’a twenty gun 'ship. The French had now thoughts, when a breeze should spring up, of running the ship on shore upon Porto Rico; but when they came to consider what a set of banditti inhabited that island, and that in all probability they would have their throats cut for the sake .of plundering the wreck, they were resolved to take their chance, and stand to the northward between the two islands. In the ' evening, a fresh breeze sprung up, and we shaped a course accordingly. The two ships had it 
presently afterwards and neared 'us amazingly fast. Now every body on board gave themselv.es up; the officers were busy in their cabins, filling their pockets with what wras most valuable; the men put on their best clothes, and many of them came to me with little lumps of gold, desiring I would take theirt, as they said they had much rather I should benefit by them, whom they were acquainted with, than those that chaced them, I told thern there wras time enough, though I thought they were as surely taken as if the English had been already on beard. A fine moon light night came on, and 
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we expected every moment to see the ships along-side of us; but we saw nothing of them 
in the night, and to our great astonishment, in the morning no ships were to be seen- even trom the mast-head. Thus did these two cruisers lose one of the richest prizes, by not chacing an hour or two longer. There were near two mil- lions of dollars-on board, besides a valuable cargo. On the eighth, at six in the morning, we were oil' Cape La Grange; and what is very remark- able, the French at Cape Francois told us after- wards that Was the only day they ever remem- bered since the war, that the Cape had been without one or two English privateers cruising oft'it; and but the evening before, two of them had taken two outward-bound bt. Domingo- men, and had gone with them for Jamacia ; so that this ship might be justly esteemed a most lucky one., Tn the afternoon we came to an an- chor in Cape Francois harbour. In this long run We had not buried a single man; nor do I remember that there was one sick the whole passage; but at this place many Were taken ill, and three or four diedfor there is no part of the West-Indies mote un- healthy than this: yet the country is beautiful, and extremely well cultivated. After being here some time, the governor ordered us to wait upon him, which we did; when he took no iriore notice of us than if we had been his slaves, never asking us'even to sit down. Towards the end of August a French squadron of five men of war came in, commanded by Mon- sieur L’Etanducre, who were to convoy tiie trade to France. .Neither he nor his olficers ever took 
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any kind of notice of Captain -Cheap, though we 
met them every day ashore. One evening, as we were going aboard with the captain of the ship, a midshipmar; belonging to JVidns. L’Etanducre jumped into our boat and ordered the people to carry him on board the ship he belonged to, leav- ing us to wait’upon the beach for two hours before the boat returned. On the sixth of September, we put to sea,'in company w ith the jive men of w ar, and about fifty sail of merchantmen. On the eighth we made the Cayco Grande : and the next day a Jamaica privateer, a large fine sloop, hove in sight, keeping a little to windward of the convoy, resolving to pick up one or two of them > in the night, if possible. This obliged Monsieur L’Etanducre to send a frigate to speak to all the convoy, and order them to keep close to him in the night; which they did, and in such a manner, that sometimes seven or eight of them were on board, one another together; by which they re- 1 

ceived much damage; and to repair which, the whole squadron was obliged to lie to sometimes for a whole day. . The privateer kept her station, jogging on with the Heet, At last, the com- modore ordered two of his best going ships to chace her. She appeared to take no notice of them till they were pretty near her, and they would make sail and be out of sight presently. The chacing ships no sooner returned, than the privateer was in company again. As by this every night some accident happened to some of the convoy by keeping so close together, a fine ship of thirty guns, belonging to Marseilles, haul- ed out a little to windward of the rest of the fleet; which L’Etanducre perceiving inr the morning, g| ordered the frigate to bring the captain of her on 
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board of him ; and then making a signal for all the convoy to close to him, he fired a gun and hoisted a red flag at the ensign staff; and imme- diately after the captain of the merchantman was run up to the main-yard-arm, and from thence ducked three times. He was then sent on board his ship again, with orders to keep his colours fly- ing the whole day, in order to distinguish him from the rest. We were then told, that the per. son who was treated in this cruel manner, was a yo'ung man of an exceeding good family in the south of France, and likewise a man of great spirit; and that he would not fail to call Monsieur L’Etahducre to an account when an opportunity 
Should.offer; and the affair made much noise in France.aft* rwards. One day, the ship we were in, happened to be out of her station, by sailing so heavily, when the commodore made the singal to speak to our captain, who seemed frightened out of his wits. When we came near him, he be- gan with the grossest abuse, threatening Our cap. tain$ that if ever he was out of his station again, he would serve him as he had done the oilier. This rigid discipline, however, preserved the con- voy ; for though the privateer kept Company a long time, she was not so fortunate as to meet with the re ward of her perseverance, Outhe 27th of October, in -(he evening, we made Cape Ortegal; and on the 31st, came to an anchor in Brest road. The Bys having so 
valuable a cargo on board, was towed into the harbour next morning,-and lashed alongside one ot their men of war. The moh-.y was soon land- ed; and tiie officers and men wlin had been so many years absent from their native country, were glad to get on shore. Nobody remained on 
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board but a man or two to look after the ship, and we three English prisoners, who had no leave to go ashore. The weather was extremely cold, and felt particularly so to us, who had been so long used to hot climates; and what made it still worse, we were very thinly clad. We had nei- 
ther fire nor candle; for they were allowed on board of no ship in the harbour, for fear of ac- cidents, being close to their magazines in the dock-yard. Some of the officers belonging to the ship were so kind to send us off victuals every day, or we might have starved; for Monsieur LTntendant never sent us cv^n a message; and 
though there was a very large, squadron of men of war fitting out at that time, notone officer be- longing to them ever came near Captain Cheap. From five in the evening we were obliged to sit in the dark ;. and if we choose to have any sup- per, it was necessary to place it very near us be. tore that time, or we never could have found it. We had passed seven or eight days in this me- lancholy manner, when one morning a kind of row-galley came along-side with a number of English prisoners belonging to two large priva- teers the French bad taken. We were ordered into the same boat with them, and were carried four leagues up the river to-Landernaw. A t this to*n we were upon our parole ; so took the best lodgings we could get, and lived very well for three months, when an order came trom the court of Spain'to allow us to return home by the first ship that offered. Upon this, hearing there was a Dutch ship at Morlaix ready to sail, we took horses and travelled to that town, where we were obliged to remain six weeks, before we had an opportunity of getting away. At last we 
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agreed with the master of a Dutch dogger to land u» at Dover, and paid him beforehand. When' we had got down the river into the road, a French privateer that was a'most ready to sail upon a cruize, hailed the Dutchman, and told him to come to an anchor, and that if he offered to sail before him, he would sink him. This he was forced to comply with, and lay three days in the road, cursing the Frerichman, who at the end of that time put to sea, and then we were at liberty to do the same. We had a long uncomfortable - passage. About the ninth day, before-sun-set, we saw Dover, and reminded the Dutchman of h s agreementto land us there. He said he would; but instead of that, in the morning, we were off the coast of France. We complained loudly of this piece of villany, and insisted upon his returning to land us, when an English man of war appeared to windward, and presently bore down to us. She sent her boat on board with an officer, w ho in- formed us the ship he came from was the Squirrel, commanded by Captain Masterson. We went on board of her, and Captain Masterson tmme. diately sent one %f the cutters he had with him^, to laud ns at Dover, where we arrived that after- noon, and directly set out for Canterbury upon . post horses; but Captaiu.Cheap was so tired by the time he got there, that he could proceed no further that night. The -next morning, he still found himself so much fatigued that he could ride no longer; therefore it was agreed that he and Mr. Hamilton should take a post-chaise, and that i should ride: but here an unlucky difficulty was started; for upon sharing the little money we had, it was found to be not sufficient to pay the charges to London ; and nqj. propoition fell so 
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short, that it was, by calculation, barely enough to pay for horses, without a farthing for eating a bit upon the road, or even for the very turn, pikes. Those I was obliged to defraud, by rid- ing as hard as I could through them all, not pay. ing the least regard to the men who called out to 
stop me. The want of refreshment I bore as well as I could. When I got to the Borough, I took a coach and drove to Marlborough street, where my friends.had lived when I left England; but 
when l came there, I found .the house shut up. Having been absent so many years, and in all that time neve: having heard a word from home, I knew not who was dead, or who was living, or where to go next; or even how to pay the coach- man. 1 - fCoHected a linen-draper’s shop, not far from thence, which our family had used. 1 
therefore drove there next, and making myself known, they paid the coachman. I then inquir- ed after our family, and was told my sister had 
married Lord Carlisle, and was at that time in Soho square. I immediately walked to the house and knocked at the door; but the porter not liking my figure, which'was half French, half Spanish, with the addition of a large pair of boots covered with dii*t, he was going to shut the door in my face; but I prevailed with him to let me come in. I need not acquaint my readers 
with what surprise and joy my sister received me. She immediately furnished me with money suffi- 
cient to appear like the rust of my countrymen; till that time T could not be properly sai l to have finished all the extraordinary scenps which a series of unfortunate .adventures had kept me in for the space of five years.and u^wagfis. *• THE E.ND 
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