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BOOK I. 

r->HARLES XII. King of Sweden, a man the mo t extraordinary, perhaps, that ever ap- peared in the world, was horn June 27. 1682.' iMl the great qualities of his anceftors were united in lint; nor had he any other fault or misfortune, but bat he carried them beyond all bounds. 
A1 fix years old he^s taken from the women, and »ut under the tuition of Vlr. de NorJfeopenfer, a wife ind underftanding man. The firll book he was made o read was Puflfendorf’s imrodudtion to the hiltory if Europe, that he might he foon made acquainted Svith his own dominions, and tHb'e of his neighbours. We then learnt the German language, which he ever 

"ifrer fpoke as well as his mother tongue. At feven jiears old he could manage a horfj^ and the violent ixercifes he delighted in, andwhich difcovered his Inclinations to war, laid early ^foundation of a vi- gorous conllitution, which enabled him to fupport the fatigues his temper led him to undergo. Though good natured in his infmcy, he difcove- ■cd an invincible obltmacy ; the only way togain up- 
Jn him was to touch upon his honour; if they named 
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6 THE HISTORY OP 
but glory, they could get any thing from him. Hi had a great averfion to learning of Latin; but vvhei • they told him that the kings of Poland and Denmai' underftood it, he foon applied himfelf to it, and tained fo much of it, as to be able to talk it all thi reft of his life. They endeavoured to engage him t< learn French after the fame manner; but he could no be prevailed upon, fo long as be lived, ever to maki We of it, not even with the French embafladors wli *«kmJerftood no other language. As foon as he had fome little knowledge in Latin, 
they made him read Quintus Curtius; and he took fancy to that book, which the fubjeft infpired him t with ra ; r than the ftyle. The perfon who explain-1 «d this author to him, having alked him what hi i thought of A lexander, l think} fays the prince, that. ^ 
nu-fuid he like him : But, fays the other, ht lived bu.: tv)x> (ind'ihiirty years. Ah! replies he, and is not tha. ■ encash, when one has conquered kingdoms ? They dk > »ot fail rq carry thefe anfwers to the king his father.; who. upon hearing them would cry out, this chile p Will excel me, and even go beyond the great Gufta-: ▼us. On£ day he was diverting himfelf in the king’i j • apartment with looking upon two plans, the one of s 1 town in Hungary, taken by the Turks, from the em- i peror, and the other of Riga the capital of Livonia a provincecjpnqnered by the Swedes about a century: ago Under the plan of the town of Hungary were t the e^ivords lak^n from the book of Job, The Lori |. gave it to me the Lord hath f-aken it from me; blejfea i be the nameof the Lorhc The young prince, upon read* i leg ihis, (trait took a pencil, and wrote under the ! plan of Riga, The Lord hath given it to me* and the devil Jhull nit take it from me. Thus in the mod in- i -different actions of his childhood, fome little trace| of his refolute difpofttion would often fall from hinit which discovered what he would one day-bo. j* i He was eleven years old when he loft his m9th||| 
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ric Eleonora, daughter of Frederick Ilf* King of mmark, a princefs of great virtue, and worthy of eater confidence than her hutband repofed in her. His father Charles XI. died within four years after r, on rhe 15th of April 1697, in the forty fecond ar of his age, and the thirty (eventh of his reign. He left to his fon, then fifteen years old, a throne aired and rcfpefted abroad; fubjefts poor, but va« nt and loyal; a treafury in good order, and mana- d by able minilters. Charles Xtl. upon his coming to the crown, not ily foundhimfelf abfolute and undilturbed maiterof 14den art? Finland, but alfo of Livonia, Carelia, 

v id Ingria ; be was farther pofielled of Wifmar, Wi- * urg, the ifles of Rugen, Oefel, and the mofl: beait- 
iul part of Pomerania, with the dutchy of Bremen d Verden, all the conquells of his anceftors, and i Hired to the crown by long poflelfion, and the fo- 'jjbn treaties of Muniler and Oliva, fupported by the !ror of the Swedilh arms. The peace of Ryfwkk, >un under the dire&ion of the father, was conclu- 1 under that of the fon; and he foundhimfelf theme* tor of Europe, from the moment he began to reign. The laws of Sweden fix the majority of their k^ngi the age of fifteen years. But Charles XI. who was irely abfolute, putofFthemajorityof hisfen, b^his ■ t will, till he fhculd come to be eighteen; aixt hy s difpofition he favoured the ambitious Views of l mother Eduiga Eleonora of Holftem, the dowa- r of GharlejrX. who was appointed by the king her j », to be guardian to the young king her grandfdn, j regent of the kingdom, in conjunction with a ; i iincil of five perfons. . One day in the month of November, the fame year at his father, died, when he had been taking a re- 1 ’ivof feveral regimen-s, and Piper the counfellor of te flood By him, the king appeared quite loft in a, 

pth of thought, *Maj I foks t!t liberty, feysPjpet 
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to him, of ajking your majefly upon •what it is thatyc^M thoughts are Jo JeriouftyimployeiP. I am thinking, apfw^ 
the king, that I am capable of commanding thtfe.brgm fellows yonder, and don't care that either they, or |l . * jhouldreceive ordersJrom c woman. Piper immediatd|. - laid hold of the opportunity of raifinghisfortune, a||. knowing his own intereft fufficient to venture, on R dangerous an enterprize, as removing the queen frcJJ ^ the regency, and battening the king’s majority, 1. propofcd the affair to count Axel Sparre, who was j man of fpirit, andfoughttomakehimfelfconfiderabi l he flattered him with the thought of being made t | king’sconfident,whichSparre veryeafilybelieved, to« 
the whole upon himfelf, and laboured for none but £ g per. The counfellors of the regency were foon drav j into the fcheme, and haftily proceeded to the execq’ r on of it, that they might thereby the more readily | .(r commend themfelves to the king’s efleem. They went in a body to propofe it to the quee who did not in the leaft expert fuch a declaratio The dates general were then affembled, and the cou ), fellors of the regency laid the matter before ther i; They were all unanimous in their approbation, ai i the nomt was carried with a rapidity, that nothin, could withftand j fo that Charles XII. did but wiflu , reign, and in three days the dates conferred the g-, verament upon him. The queen’s power and inters ^ fell in an indant, and (he afterwards led a private Hi j which was more iiitable to her age, though lefsj j her humour. The king was crowned on the 24th J; JD^cember following. He made his entry into St'oqj holm upon a forrel horfe, (hod with filver, having <. feeptre in his hand, and a crown upon his head, airjk the acclamations of a whole people, adorers of evg novelty, and forming to tberofelves great expcjl^l . ons from a young prince. The ceremony of the confecration and coronatS ^ belongs to the archbifliop of Upfal, and is aiwodjl 
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nly privilege remaining to him among Co many as vere claimed by his predeceflors. After havinganoin- 
ed the king according to cuftom, whilft he was hold* ng the crown in his hands, in order to put it upon tis head, Charles fnatched it haftily from the archbi- hop, and crowned himfelf, looking fternly all the whilfe tpon the poor prelate. The crowd, who are always eafily impofed on by an air of grandeur, applauded his aftion of the king. Even thofe who had groaned moft under the tyranny of the father, were betrayed :hto the folly of praifing in the fon that Item behavi- aur which was the prefage of their llavery. •i As foonas Charles was become the mafterof the go- vernment, he gave his ear and the management of af« iflirs to.counfellor Piper, who was in reality his firft minifter, though he wanted the name. Hefoon after treated him a count, which is a dignity of great emi- ence in Sweden, and not an empty title, to be taken Jp without any confequence. The beginning of the king’s admmigration did not faife any favourable ideas of him; he feemed to be ^lore impatient after rule, than deferving of it. He iad indeed no dangerous paflion; but there was no- thing to be obferved in his condudl, except the tran- ports of youth and obftinacy. He appeared proud nd carelefs of bufinefs. Even the embafladors who efided at his coart, took him for a perfon of a mean apacity, andreprefentedhimas fuch to their mailers. The Swedes had entertained the fame opinion of him hemfelves, fo that no one as yet knew his real cha- iafler; he was not even acquainted with it himfelf, till he florms, which all at once were gathering in the ^crth, furnilhed him with an opportunity of difpHy- ng thole great talents which as yet lay concealed. Three powerful princes taking the advantage oF its youth, confpired his ruin almoft at the fame in- fant. The firll was Frederick IV. King of Denmark, 
is coufin; the fecoiid Augullus, Eleftor of Saxony, 



and the king of Poland: Peter the great, Czar 0 Mufcovy was the third and the moft -dangerous. Thefe then were the enemies which were preparing all together to fall upon the infancy of Charles XII The whifpers of thefe preparations alarmed the I king’s council, and they deliberated upon them in hi; prefence; and fome of them were propoling to divert the ftorm by negotiations. Charles riling from his feat’ 
with an air of gravity and refolution, Gentleipen, fayt he, I am rcfolved nevtr to enter upon an unjuj} war, nit put an end, to a juft one but by the deflrufiion of my ene- mies. My rejolution is fixed.. I nuitlgo attack the firf ysbo Jhall declare againft me, and when I have conquer et him, may hope to ftrike a terror into the reft. Theft 

-words aftoniihed all the old counfellors, they looked upon one another without daring to reply, and at la ft, afhamed to hope lefs than their king, they receivet his orders for th« war with admiration. They were ftill more furprized, when they faw hii of a fudden renounce all the moft innocent amufe- ments of youth. From the moment he prepared fork the war, he entered upon a new courfe of life,, from* which he never after departed in one fingle particular, k Full of the idea of Alexander and Caefar, he propo~i fed to imitate thofe two conquerors in every thing r but their vices. He no more admired magnificence, . fports, and recreations; he reduced his table to the utmoft frugality. He had been fond of gaiety and dreft, but was ever after clad like a common foldier. Theyi had fufpecied him of having entertained a palfion for a lady of his court; but whether the fufpicion was juft' or no, ’tis certain he renounced all converfation with the women for ever after; not only through fear of becoming a flave to them, but to give the foldiersan example of his refolution to reftrain himfelf to the fe* vereft difeipline; or it may be, through the vanity pf being the foie prince who knew how to fupprefs an I. 
inclination fo difficult to be conquered. He determi- 1 
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led alfo to abflaih from wine all the reft of his life ; rot, as has been pretended, to punifh himfelf for an excefs, which, as they fay, led him into the commif- fion of fome irregularities: nothing is more abfolute- lyfalfe than this vulgar report; he never fuffered wine 
<:o get the mattery over his reafon, but it over-heated lis conftitmion, which was warm enough already; he ion after left off beer too, and confined himfelf to ?ure water. Befides, fobriety was a virtue till then mknown in the North, and he was defirous of being I tnodel to the Swedes in every particular. He began with alluring his brother-in law the duke pf Holftein, of afliftance. Eight thcufand men were mP immediately fent into Pomerania, a province not far ” rom Holftein, to ftrengthen the duke againft the at- acks of the Danes. And the duke indeed had need ' >f them. His dominions were already ravilhed, the fafile of Gottorp taken, and the town of Tonmngen Wetted by a clofe Gege, to which the king of Denmark tfas come in perfon, to enjoy a conqueft he thought retire. This fmall fpark began to inflame the empire. !)n one fide the Saxon troops of the king of Poland, Siofeof Brandenburg, Wolfembuttle, and Hefle Caf- e!, marched to join the Danes. On the other, the :ing of Sweden’s eight thoufand men, the troops of Hanover and Zell, and three Dutch regiments went sattift the duke. VVhilft the little country of Holftein Stas thus made the theatre of the war, twofqnadrons, he one from England, and the other from Holland, ppeared in theBaltick. Thefe two eftates were gua- sntees of the treaty of Altena, which the Dartes had iroken: they were eager to relieve the opprefled duke, ecaule the intereft of their trade was incompatible ith the growing power of the king of Denmark, rhey knew the Dane, if he was oncemattcr of thepaf- ige of the Sound, would he tempted to impofe hard iws on the trading nation, fttould he ever he ftrong 
oough to do it with fafety. And this reafon has long. 



engaged the Englifli and Dutch, as much as poffibJe|j hold the ballance even between the princes of t!|| North. They joined themfelves to the young king [I Sweden, who feemed ready to be crulhed by fo ma™ enemies, united together againft him, and fuccourMl him for the fame reafons the others fell upon him, btll caufe they thought him incapable of defending hin-jj felf. In the mean time Charles fet out for his firft cairB paign on the 8th of May new ftyle in the year lyocjf He left Stockholm, and never after returned thithew Animmenfe body of people attended him as far as Cal' rrelfcroon, offering up their prayers foi him, and bus 1 fling into tears of admiration. Before he left Sweder i he eflablifhed at Stockholm a council of defence, mad i up of feveral fenators. This commiffion was to tak jt care of all that regarded the fleet, the troops and forti ij fications of the country. The body of the fenate wa t to regulate every thing befides provifionally withii v the kingdom. Having thus fettled order and regularit ji- in his dominions, his mind, now free from every a |f ther care, was bent wholly upon the war. His fleet con ^ fifted of three and fort yveffels, that which carried him > named the king Charles, and the biggefl they had eye »; 
ften, was a (hip of an hundred and twenty guns v count Piper his firfl minifter, general Renchild, an ,,i the count de Guifcard, embaflador of France i: Sweden, embarked with him. He joined thefquadron i, qf the allies. The D nifh fleet declined the engage ment, and gave the three united fleets the opportunii, ty of drawing fo near to Copenhagen, as to throM . ?'' ftme bombs into the town. The king then, as in a fudden tranfport, takin i. count Piper and general Renchild, by the hands. jfnd what, faid he, if we Jhould lay hold f the oppor tunity f making a dejcent, and befiege Copenhagen t land, whilfl it is blocked up by fea ? Renchlld an (we red, Sir^t be great Gujlavus after fifteen yean exper-.,. 
fncf msottldriot have mafie any other propofition, Orde 
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vere immediately given tor five thoufand men to em- •ark, who lay upon the coaft of Sweden, and were ;oined to the troops they had on board. The king juitted his veffel, and entered into a lighter frigate; end they difpatched three hundred grenadiers in fmall billot's towards the (hore. Among thefe Ihallops were ball flat-bottomed boats, which carried the fafeines, he Chevaux de Prize, and the inftruments of the pi- nners. Five hundred feledt men followed after in o* herlhallops. Then came theking’s men of war, with wo Engiifh frigates and two Dutch, which were to ^vour the defeent with their cannon. '' Copenhagen, the capital of Denmark, isfituatein Jie ifle of Zealand, in the midll of a beautiful plain, thich has the Sound on the north welt, and the Bal- jck on the call, where the king of Sweden then by. Jpon the unexpected movement of the veflels, which r ireatned a defeent, the inhabitants in a condemnation 0 t the inactivity of their own fleet, and the motion of 
: iie Swedilh (hips, looked round with terror to fee in ti’hat place the ftorm would fall. The fleet of Charles t bpped over againfl Humblebek within feven miles of t Copenhagen. Immediately the Danes drew up their ii prfe to that place. The foot were polled behind' 1 lick entrenchments, and what artillery they could 2 :t thither was directed againft the Swedes. if The king then quitted his frigat, to throw himfelf jijto the fir It (hallop, at the head of his guards. The 
i'tibafladorofFrancewasconftantlyat hiselbow; Sir, |ys the king to him in Latin (for he would never o <eak French) jiH have no difference with the BanesT •> n ffall go no farther ifyoit-pleafe. Sir, anfwcred the rf lount de Guifcard in French, the king my inafler has dared me to hi tend your majefiy I flatter my ft If you i* ill not this day drive me from your court, which never •rf fore appearedfo Jplendid. As he fpoke thefe words, 
T s gave his hand to the king, who leapt into the fnni- 

p, whither Count Piper and the embaifado: fuliov,-- 
B 
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ed him. They advanced under cover of the cannon; ball of tlie vefTels, which favoured the delcent. Th fmall boats were but about an hundred yards ofl th jliore; Charles, impatient of landing, threw himfel from the (hallop into the fea, with his fword in hi hand, and the water up to his middle. The minifters the embadador of France, the officers and foldiers llrait followed his example, and marched to ffiore a inidll a fhowcr of mulket ffiot, which the Danes dif charged. The king, who had never in his life befor k heard a difcharge of mufkets loaden with ball, afke« ■ Major Stuart, whoftood nexthim, IVhat luhi/lling tha, •was which he had in his ears. ’Tis the noife of the muj ket ball which they fire upon you, fays the major. That' right, fays the king, henceforward it Jhall be my mufick And that moment the major who explained the noili to him, received a (hot in the (boulder; and a lieute \ nant on the other fide of him fell dead at his feet. I is ufualfor troops that are attacked in their retrench ments to be beaten, becaufe the affiailants have gene rally an impetuofity, which the defenders canno have; befides, {o wait for the enemy in one’s lines: ‘ is'generally a confeffion of one’s own weaknefs, am ' 
the other’s advantage. The Danifh horfe and foo took to their heels after a faint refiftance. As foon a; the king was mafter of their retrenchments, he fell oj; his knees to thank God for the (irft fuccefs of his arms He immediately caufed redoubts to beraifed towards the town, and himfelf marked out the encampment .At the Time time he fent back his veffels to Srhonen At the fame time he fent back his vellels to Schonen a part of Sweden not far from Copenhagen, for freft recruits of nine thoufand men. Every thing confpiredtc' affilt the vivacity of Charles. The nine thoufand mer were upon the (hore ready to embark, and the npx- morning a favourable wind brought them to him. J All thisTafled within fight of the Daniffi fleet, w" durft not venture to interpofe. Copenhagen in a frig 
immediately fent deputies to the king, to ent«#at bin: 
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lot to bombard the town. He received them on horl'e^ >ack at the head of his regiment of guards, and the leputies fell upon their knees before him. He deman- led of the town four hundred thoufand rix-dollars, jvith orders to fupplyhis camp with all fortsof provi- 
ions, which he promifedtheyfhould be honeflly paid or. They brought him the provifions, becaufe they urft not refufe them, but were in no expectation that he conqueror would vouchfafe to pay for them; and hofe who brought them were aftonifhed to find that hey were paid generoufly and without delay by the neaneft foldiers in the army. There had long reigned h the Swedifh troops a ftridl difcipline, which contri- aited not a little to their conqueft; and the young Ing made it ftill more fevere. There was not a fol- jier that dared to refufe payment for whatever he pught, much lefs go a marauding, or even dir out : the camp. He would not fo much as allov/his troops (ter a victory the privilege of dripping the dead, till cey had his permiffion, andeafily brought them to the 

j bfervance of his order. Prayers were conftantly faid 11 his camp twice a day, at fevenin the morning, and 
i»ur in the afternoon; and he never failed to be pre- 
'•int at them himfelf, to give his foldiers an example J f piety, as well as valour. His camp, which was far _ ptter governed than Copenhagen, had every thing in 
Hundance; and the country people chofe rather to i 11 their provifions to their enemies the Swedes than 1 • their own countrymen, who did not pay lo well for tern. And the townfmen were more than once obli- 1 ed to fetch their provifions from the king of Swe* in’s camp, which they wanted in their markets. The kingof-Denmark was then in Holdein, whither 1 e feemed to have marched only to raife the ficge of < onningen. He faw the Baltick covered with his ene- (ies (hips, a young conqueror already matter of Zea- nd and ready to take polfedion of the capital. He 

iblifhed a declaration, that whoever would take up B 2 * » 
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:rms againfttheSwedesfbould have theiriiberty. Thi declaration was of great weight in a^country, when >• all thepeafants, and even many of the townfmen wen Haves. But Charles XII. was in no fear of an army o 

; Haves. He let the king ofDenmark know, that he mad* 
j'i;’ V^,'var f°r no other reafon but to oblige him to mak> W^' peace; and that he muft either refolve to do juftig* to the duke of Holftein, or fee Copenhagen deHrmp . ed, and his kingdom put to fire and fword. The Dans was too fortunate to have to do with a conqueror who valued himfelf upon his julfice. A congref? was P> appointed to meet in the town of Travendal, on th< 

frontiers of Holftein. The king of Sweden would noi j fufter -the artifice of the minifters to protraft the ne- J; gotiations into any length ; he would have the treaty iinifhed with as much rapidity as he made his defcet\u into Zealand. And it was efteftually concluded the 5th Auguft, to the advantage of the duke ol Holftein, who was indemnify’d from all the expences: of the war, and delivered from oppreftion. The king of Sweden would accept of nothing for himfelf, be- > ipg fatisfied with havingrelieved hisally, and humbled , his enemy. Thus Charles XII. at eighteen years old* 1 began ancj ended this war in lefs than fix weeks. , Precifely at tlie fame time the king of Poland laid! fiege in perfon to the town of Riga, the capital of Li* j, VQnia ; and the Czar was upon his march on the eaft at the head of an hundred thoufand men. Riga! 
wasdrf.ndedbytheoldcountd’Alberg, aSwedilhgene-i; ral, who at the age of fourfeore joined ail the fife of youth to the experience of fixty campaigns. Count Flemming, fince. mihifler of Poland, a great man ‘both in the field and at the council-board, and Mr. Patkul, carried on the fiege unBer the king’s direct ;; lion; the one with all the atftivity proper to his cha* rader,. and the other with the urmoft obftinapy g- revenge. But notwithftanding feveral advantages which the befiegers had gained, the experience of the. 

> •• )m 
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i^d Count d’ Alberg rendred all their efforts fruit- efs, and the king of Poland defpaired of gaining the 
own.. Heat laft laid hold of an honourable oppor- unity of raifing the fiege. Riga was full of merchants 
;oods belonging to the Dutch. The ftates general trdered their embaffador attending upon king Au- ■uffus, ito make proper reprefentations of it to him. irhe'king of Poland did not (land in need of much in* reaty. He confented to raife the fiege, rather than >ccafion the leaft damage to his allies, who were not nightily furprized at this excefs of complaifance, as Ifiey knew the real caufe of it. No more then remained for Charles XII. to do, for Ihe finilhing his firft campaign, than to march againlt ais rival in glory, Peter Alexiowitz. He was the more foraged againll him, as therewere Hill three Mufcovite 
fnibaffulors at Stockholm, who were ready to fwear ib the renewing an inviolable peace. He who valued fimfelf upon a fevere probity, could not comprehend 

>w a legillator like the Czar could makea jell of what ight to be held fo facrcd. The young prince, full jf honour, did not fo much as dream, that there mid be a different morality for princes and private, 
trfons. The emperor of Mufcovy publifhed a mani- ;(fo, which he had much better have ftipprelfed. He Hedged for a reafon of the war* that they had nat tid him fufficient honours, when he palfed incognito 1 Riga; and that they had fold provifions too dear 
-hisembafTadors. Thefe were the griefs, for which tfnasrifhed Ingria with a hundred thoufand men. He afcgfa.red before Narva at the head of this great ’mydn the firftof Oftober, in a feafon more levere that.climate, than the month of January is at Paris, tie Czar,. .who in fuch weather would fometim^es ride bft four hundred leagues to fee a mine or canal, fpared is troops no more than he fpared himfelf. Befides, 
knew that the Swedes, everlince th? time of Cotta- ps Addin'; - s, would m."’ ? wsr Ir.thc i th of wintw 
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as \ve!l as in fummer, and he wanted to accufiom the1 

Mufcovites alfo to lofe all diftinilion of feafons, and to make them one day at lead equal to the Swedes. , Thus at a time when the froft and fnows oblige other; nations in temperate climates to a fufpenfion of arms, the Czar Peter laid fiege to Narva, within thirty de- 
grees of the pole, and CharlesXII. was upon his march to relieve it. 
than he made hafte to put in practice what he haa late- ly learnt abroad in his travels. He drew out his camp, fortified it on all fides, raifed redoubts at certain dif- tances, and opened the trench himfelf. He had given! the command of his army to the duke de Croy a Ger- # man, and an able general, but at that time very little I afiiiled by the Mufcovite officers. For himfelf, he hadi * 
only the rank of a (Ingle lieutenant in his own troops, f He judged it nccelfary to give his nobility an example! of military obedience, who ’till then had been undif-1 ciplinable, and accufyomed to march at the head of ill? armed (laves w'ithout any experienceor order. He had ' 
a mind to te?ch them, that places in the army were ten1 

be obtained by fervices; he began himfelf with bear?1 

ting a drum, and was raifed to an officer by degrees. * ’Tis by no means to be wondered at, that he who at 
Amfterdam turned carpenter to procure himlelf fleets, 1 

(hould become a lieutenant at Narva to teach his na«; 

ticn the art of war. The Mijfcovites a-e flrong and indefatigable, and,1 it maybe, if couragec is as the Swedes; but it requires ? time to form experenced troops, and difeipline te j make them invincible. The only good foldiersin ihr army were thirty thoufand Stretletfets, who were in: 
Mufcovy what the janifaries are in Turky. The red! were Barbarians forcec from their forrefb, and covered • over with the (kins of wild beads, femearm«lwith af- rows, and others with clubs; fewo! them bad fbfsaf. f 
nor had any of them feen a regular fiege; there )va5l 

The Czar was no (boner arrived before the 



CHARLES. XII. B. I. I9 I ot one good cannoneer in the whole army. An hun- red and fifty cannon, which one would have thought tuft have foon laid the little town of Narva in allies, ■i 'ere fcarce able to make a breach, whilft the artillery if the town dellroyed every moment whole ranks ! i the trenches. Narya was almoit without fortifi- , aliens, and Count Hoorn who commanded there, ad not a thoufand regular troops; and yet this im- , jenfe army was not able to reduce it in ten weeks, i On the i yth of November, the Czar had informa- ion that the king of Sweden, having crolled the fea : yith two hundred tranfports, was upon his march 
b relieve Narva. The Ssvedes were no more than Wventy thoufand ; but the Czar had no advantage •xcept fuperiority of number. Far therefore from def- 

] »ifing his enemy, he employed all the art he had to j ipprefs him; and, not content with an hundred thou- I land men, he was getting ready another army to op- ?ofe him, and check his progrefs. He had already |iven orders for near forty thoufand recruits, who were coming upfromPlefcow, with great expedition. He went inperfon to haften their march that he might laem in the king between the two armies Nor was ;his all; a detachment of thirty thoufand men front :he camp before Narva, were polled at a league’s Ilance from the town diredlly in the king of Swe- as road. Twenty thoufand llreletles were placed ther off upon the fame road, and five thoufand o- ers made up an advanced guard ; and he mull ne- IFarily force his way thro’ the b. dy-of ail thefe siops before he could reach the camp, which was rt fied with a rampart and double The ng of Sweden had landed at Pernaw in the gulph of iga with about fixteen thoufand foot, and a few ore than four thoufand horfe. Fnqm Perniw he hid made a precipitate march 3s r as Revel, followed hy alibis horfe, and only four 'o.ofind of hh foot. Rut he Hill kept on his march, 
ithout waiting for the reft of his troops; and foon 
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found himfelf with his eight thoufand men only, bei fore the firft ports of the enemy. He without hefita tion attacked them one after another ; without giving them time to learn with how fmall a number thej had to engage. The Mufcovitts feeing the Swede: come upon them, made no dubt but they had r 
whole army to encounter with; and the advancedi guard of five thoufand men immediately fled updrn their approach The twenty thoufand bryond them, terrified with the fight of their countrymen, made no refiftance; and carried their conllernation and confufion among the thirty thoufand, who were port* ed within a league of the camp; and the pannick feizing upon them too, they retired to the main bo* dy of the army without ftriking a blow. Thefe three ports were carried in two days and an half; and what upon other occafions would have been reckoned three 
vitrtories, did not retard the king’s march the fpace of one hour. He appeared then at laft with his eigbe thoufand men, wearied with the fatigues of folong x1 

march, beforea campof anhundred thoufand Mufco-8 vites, with an hundred and fifty pieces of brafs can*" non in their front: and he fcarce allowed them any “ time for rert, before he gave his orders for the attack * without delay. The fignal was two fujees, and the word in Ger- ? man, With the aid of God. A general officer having! ‘ reprefented to him the great hazard of the attempt, s 

What, fays he, do you make any quefiion whether with s 

my eight thoufand brave Swedes I Jhallnot rout a hundred thou/and Mujcovites ? but upon reflexion, fearing; 
there was too much ortentation in what he faid, lie ran after the officer'in a moment, And are not yori/ fays he, 6/ the fame opinion ? have not I a doMe advan- tage over, the enemy; the one, that their horfe can ht\ of no fervice to them, and the other, that the place he in a flrait, their aren't number will only incpmmodf them, lind thus in reefy Iff! f. Jh r.rgcr than they ' The 
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J?er did not think fit to differ from him, and thus they ijuarched againfl the Mufcovites about noon on the 50th of November 1700. As foon as the cannon of the Swedes had made a treach in the entrenchments, they advanced with their iayonets at the end of their fufees, well loaded with tall, which they furioufly difcharged upon their etie* ties. The Mufcovites flood their fire for half an hour, ’ithout quitting their pofis. The king attacked the izar’s quarter, which lay on the other fide of the imp, and was in hopesof a rencounter, as not know- jimg that the emperor was gone in queff of the forty moufand men, who were daily expected. Upon the irft difeharge of the enemy’s thot, the king received ball in his left fhoulder, l*t it grazed only in a flight 

lanner upon the flefh ; his adHvily even hindred him om perceiving that he wss wounded. Prefently af- ter his horfe was killed under him. A fecond had his lead carried off by a cannon ball. And as he was nimbly mountings third, Tht/efellows, fays he, make ' Vie exetcife, and then he went on to engage and g ve /orders with the fame prefence of mind as before. W ith- in three hours the entrenchments were carried on all : Tides. The king purfucd the right of his enemy as far as the river of Narva, with his left wing, if one might properly call by that name, about four thoufand men, a ho were in purfuitof nearfify thoufand. 1 he bridge t broke under them as they fled, and the river was in | a moment covered with the dead. The refl in dcfpair Ireturned to their camp, without knowing whither ithey went; and finding certain barracks they took Iheir polts behind them. 1 here they defended them- felves for a while, as not knowing how to make their iefcape. But at laft their generals Dolhorouky, Gollo- ■win, and Fedorowitz, furrendered themfelves to the king, and laid their arms at his majefly's feet. And 
in the inflant they were offering them, came up the 
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duke of Croy, the general of the army, to furrendet E 
himftlf with thirty officers. Charles received all thefe prifoners of dirtintfior with as eafy a politenefs, and as obliging an air, as i he had been to pay them the honours of an entertain- ment in his own court. He put only the general offi- 
cers under a guard; all the fubaltern officers and fol* > diers were difarmed and condudfed to the river oil Narva, where they were furnifhed with boats to carry J them over, and return them back to their own homes; j In the mean time night came on, and the right wing J' of the Mufcovites dill continued fighting. The Swedes# had not lod fifteen hundred men ; eighteen thoufandlf Mufcovites had been killed in their entrenchments; ai great number was drowr#d ; many had paffed theri-« ver; but dill there remained enough in the camp tdf exterminate the Swedes even to the lad man. But it isli not the number of the dead, but the terror of thol^t who furvive that gives the finifhing droke to vie*] Is tories. The king employed the fmall remains of the t 
day in feizing uptfn the enemy’s artillery. He pofied r himfelf to advantage between their camp and the: *' town, and there flept fome hours on the ground, wrapt 
up in his cloak, expeiding to fall at day-break upon 4 the left wing of the enemy, which was not yet entire- ly routed. But at two o’ clock in the morning general Wade, who commanded that wing, having heard of the gracious reception the king had given to the other generals, and how he had fent home all thefuhaltern officers and foldiers, defired he would grant him the lame favour. The conqueror made anfwer, That he-\ 
fbould have it, if he would draw near at the head of hit\ froopi, and lay down his arms and colours at his feet The general appeared foon after with h'S Mufcovites, 
to the numberof about thi ty thoufand. Theymarcht-' ed foldiers and. officers, with their heads uncovered, acrofs lefs than feven thoufand Swedes. The (oldiers as they palled before him, threw down their fufees 
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jnd fwords.upon the ground, and the officers pre- pnted him with their enfigns and colours. He caufed he whole multitude to crofrthe river, without re- aming a fingle foldier prifoner. If he had put theni nder the guard, the number of the prifoners would t leaft have been five times greater than that of the 
anquerors. He then entered viflorious into Narva, attended y the Duke of Croy and the other general officers f the Mufcovites. He ordered their fwords to be re- ared to them ; and being informed, they wanted noney^ and that the tradefmen of Narva refufed to haft them, he fent the Duke of Croy a thoufand du- jts, and every Mufcovite officer five hundred, who ould never fufficiently admire the civility &f their reatment, of which they could not form to them* 
elves the leaft idea.Immediately a relation of the vidtbry las drawn up at Narva to be fent to Stockholm and be allies of Sweden; but the kingcutofF with his own i 
and whatever was reported too much to his own idvantage, or to the detriment of the Czar. Hismo- efty could not hinder the ftriking at Stockholm feve- bl medals to perpetuate the memo:y of thele events. Imong the reft they ftruck one which reprefented hint n the one fide ftanding on a pedeftal to which were frained a Mufcovite. a Dane, and a Polander; and 
in the reverfe an Hercules armed with his club, tread- tig upon a Cerberus, with this infcription TRES JNO, CONTUDIT ICTU. . Among t e prifoners taken at the battle of Narva Iiere was One, who was a great inftance of the revo- itions of fortune. He was the eldeft fon and heir 
o the king of Georgia. They call him the Czar- fis, a name which fignifies prince or fon of Czar a- aongft all the Tartars, as well as in Mufcovy; for he word Czar fignifies king among the antient Scy- 
hians from whom all thefe people are defcended, and s by no means derived from the CJaefars of Rome, fo 
ong unknown to thefe Barbarians. His father Mitel- 



24 THE'HI STORY OF leilit Czar, who was mafter of the moft beautiful pas of the country, fituate between the mountains of Ai) rarat and the eaftern coait of the Black fea, had bee driven from his kingdom by his own fubjefts in i68£ *and chofe rather to throw himfclf into the arms c the Emperor of Mufcovy than apply to the Turks This king’s fon at nineteen years of age, attends 
upon Peter the great, in his expedition agatnft th . Syredes, and was taken fighting by fome Finland fol diers who had already (tripped him, and were upoi the point of killing him. Count Renchild rccued hin from their hands, fupplied him with doaths, am prefented him to his mailer. Charles fent him to Stock holm, where the unfortunate prince died (ome feu years after Upon his taking leave, the king conk not avoid making aloud, in the hearingof his officers 1 a natural reflection upon the ftrange faie of an Afiatu | prince born at the foot of mount Caucafus, who was i going to live a prifoner among the (hows of Sweden [■ It is, fays he, as if I was to be one day prifiner among I the Crim Tartars: thefe words at thn time made nc impreflion, but were afterwards but too much thought I on, when the event had confirmed the prediction, i The Czar was advancing by long marches with an ; army of forty thoufand Ruffians, in expectation ol furrounding his enemy on all fides. In the mid-way i he had intelligence of the battle of Narva, and the difperfion of his whole camp. He judged it not cori-i - venient with his forty thoufand, rav/and undifciplin- ed, to engage with a conqueror, who had lately de- : ftroyed an hundred thoufand intrenched in their campi, He returned back from whence he came, dill purfu« i ing his refolution of difciplining his troops, at the fame time that he civilized his fubjeCts. 1 know, fays i he, that the Swedes will tong beat us, but in time it\e% will teach ar to beat them. Mofcow, his capital, was in the utmofl terror and defolation at the news of this ,* defeat. And fo great was theprideandi,ignorance of i he people., that they,could not be perfuadod but that 
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('('hey had been conquered by more than human power, 
' !»nd that the Swedes had been viftorious by the force lof magic. This opinion was fo general, that public arayers were ordered to be put up to faint Nicholas :he patron of Mufcovy, upon the occahon. The I brm was too Angular to be here omitted. It rous 1 thus. 

0 thou, who art our perpetual comforter in all our ar!- 
>erfiiies, great St. Nicholas, infinitely powerful, by* what fin have we offended thee in our facrifices, genu-,' ' ieclions, thanksgivings, that thou hajl thus for-. then us ? JVe have implored ihy afftfiance againjt theje 
rrible, injolent, enraged, dreadful, infuperable def-. foyers, when like lions and bears, who have lojl their. \oung, they have fallen upon us, terrified, nvoundedi, and lain by thoujands us who arc thy people. As ip is im- tpjfible this Jbould have happened without diabolical in- \jtence and enchantment, we befeech thee, 0 great St. 1 Nicholas, to be our champion and flandard-bea: er. to de- wer us from this troop offorcer ers,’ and drive, them far ~'from our coafis, ’with the recompence that is due un* them. Whilfl* the Mufcovites were thus complaining, c.f heir defeat to St. Nicholas, Charles XII. rturned 

hanks to God, and prepared himfelf for f.elh yi&o- 

B O O K II. 
hpiIE King of Poland With reafon expefled., that 
JL his enemy, already viftortous over the Danes jfld the .Mufcovites, would come next to vent his fu- ■y. oft him. He entered into a league more drift than tver with the Czar, and the two puncesr agreed upon 1 n interview, the better tq contrive their meafures. They met ^t Birfen, a fmall town in Lithuania, with lut any'of thefe formalities, which fervetonly to rc-« 
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tard bufinefs, and were neither agreeable to their fitir ation nor their humour. They pafled fifteen days to gether in the enjoyment of feveral extravagant plea fures; for the Czar, amidft his cares for the refer-1 mationof his kingdom, could never correct in himfef his dangerous inclination to debauchery. Count Piper, the King of Sweden’s principal mi-|l nifter had the firft information of the interview in n ten ded between the Emperor of Mufcovy and theKinflji of Poland. He advifed his mailer to oppofe to theitn meafures a little of that policy which he had hithertcil too much difregarded. Charles XII. liftened to him 1 and for the firlt time gave confent to the ufe of in- triguing, a practice fo frequent inothercourts. There " 
was in the Swedilh troops a young Scots gentleman, k who was one of thofe that leave their country, where they arc very poor, in a lucky feafon, and are to t« I met with in all the armies of Europe. He fpoke the < German tongue extremely well, and could eafily ac- k commodate hirafclf to whatever part he fhould under* f 1 take. Him therefore they chole to be a fpy upon the con-i- ferencesofthe two kings. Heappliedhimfclftothe co-' lonel of the regiment of Saxon horfe, who were to 1 

ferve as guards to the Czar during the interview. He f paded for a gentleman of Brandenbourg, and his ad- drefs and certain well-placed fumseafily procured him ; 

n lieutenancy in the regiment. When he came to Bir- f fen he artfully infinuated himfelf into the familiarity 
of the fecretaries of the minillers, and was made a ' party in all their pleafures; and whether it W'as that; 
he took the advantage of their indiferetion over a bot- r tie, or that he gained them by prefems, but he cer- r tainly drew from them all thefecrets of their mailers, and made halle to*give an account of them to Charles 
XII. The kingof Poland had engaged to furnifii thei£zaT \: with fifty thoufand German troops, which they were: ' to hire of feveral princes, and the Czar was to pay for. And he on th? other hand was to fend fifty thou* 
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■ifand Mufcovites into Poland, to be trained up to war, j and promifed to pay king Auguftus three millions of :|*rixdollers within the fpace of two years. This trea- ty, if it had been executed, might have proved fatal i to the King of Sweden, ’Twas a ready and certain (way to make the Mufcovites good foldiers; and per- 

haps it was forging chains for one part of Europe. ^. I Charles XII. ufed his utmoft endeavours to.prevent the King of Poland from reaping the benefit of this ij treaty. After he had paired the winter at Narva, he iappeared in Livonia near that very town of Riga, • 
f<'which King Auguftus had fo unfuccefsfully befieged. , The Saxon troops were polled along the river Duna, ,, which is very broad in that place, and Charles was . to difpute the palfage as he lay on the other fide the . river. The Saxons were not commanded by their ’ prince, who then lay fick, but were headed by Ferdi- 
nand Duke of Courland, one of the braveft princes . jn the North, and Marefchal Stenau, an officer of re- ’ ^utation. The King of Sweden had alone formed the [ plan of the palfage, he was about to attempt. He , icaufed great boats to be made after a new manner, /iiwhofe Tides were far higher than ordinary, and 

f, nould be lifted up or let down like a draw-bridge. ,• “When lift up they covered the troops they carried ; . 
fand when let down, they ferved as a bridge to land ‘by. He made ufe likewife of another llratagem. Ha- Ving obfexyed that the wind blew direftly from the • 5 North, where he lay, to the South, where his ene- : mies were incamped, he fet fire to a large heap of wet J liraw, which fpreading a thick fmoke over tlie river, hi n- ■' dred the Saxons from feeing his troops, o^ judging what he was about to do. By means of this cloud t hefentout barks loadenwith more of the famefmoak- ingftraw, fo that thecloud encreafing, and being dri- ven by the wind direilly in the face of his enemies, it made it impolfible for them to know whether he 

* A rixdoller is worth about as much as a French era m of three livres. C 2 . 
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was upon his palTage or not. He alone conduced tht? execution of his fcheme, and being got into the midfi of the river, Well, fays he to General Renchild, the 
Duna ivill be as good to us as the Jea of Copenhagen ), take my word for it, General, -we (hall beat them. Hei got to the other fide in a quarter of an hour, and was vext to find that three people had leapt afhore before him. He immediately landed his cannon, and drew up his troops before the enemy, who were quite blinded with fmoak, and could not make anyoppo- fition but by a few random fhot. And the wind ha- ving difperfed the mift, the Saxons faw the King of Sweden already upon his march againll them. Marefchal Stenau loft not a moment, but at the firft f 

appearance of the Swedes fell furioufly upon them 
with the beft part of his horfe. The violent fhock of that troop falling upon the Swedes in the inftant they were forming their battalions, threw them into diforder. They gave way, were broken, and purfu- r ed even into the river. The King of Sweden rallied '■ ■them in a moment in the midft of the water, with as i; much eafe, as if he had been making a review. The foldiers then marching more clofe than before, beat !1 back Marefchal Stenau, and advanced into the plain. The Duke of CoUrland finding his troops in a con- fternation, made them retire very dexteroufly into a dry place, fi inked with .a morafs, and a wood where,:, bis artillery lay. The advantage of the ground, and . the time he had given the Saxons to recover from ' i1 

their firft furprize, redored them to their courage. Ch nles immediately fell upon them, having with him j I1 

fifteen thoufand men, and the Duke of Courland a- 1 

»boit twelve thoufand. The battle was rough and i' bloody; the duke had two horfes killed under him, ‘ and rhricepenetratedintothemidllof the king’s guard; but being at laft beat off his horfe with a blow ■> from amufket, his army fell into confufion, and dif- i:: 
puted the vidlovy no longer. His cuiralfiers carried j f 
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ilm off with great difficulty, all over bruifed and half lead, from the thickeft of the fight, and from under he horfes heels, which trampled on him. The King of Sweden upon this victory makes hafle oMittau, the capital of Courland, and takes it. All he towns in the duchy furrender to him at difcretion; 
t was rather a journey than a conqueft. He palled without delay into Lithuania, and conquered where- ” ver he came. And he found a pleafing fatisfailion, f is he owned himfelf, when he entered the town of 
Jirfen in triumph, where the King ot Poland and the jzzt had plotted his deftru&ion but a few months be- ore. 
' It was in this place that he laid the defign of de- hroning the king of Poland by the hands of the *oles themfelves. As he was one day at table wholly aken up with the thoughts of this enterprife, and s Werving his ufual fobriety, in a profound filence, j ppearing, as it were, buried in the greatnefs of his 1 onceptions; a German colonel, who waited upon • im, faid loud enough to be heard, that the meals i yhich the Czar and the king of Poland had made in • he fame place were fomething different from thofe f his mnjelly. Yes, fays the king rifing, and I 1 \all the more eafily fpoil their digeflion. The ufual guard of Poland is an army which ought Iways to fubfift at the expence of the republic. It s made up of two bodies independent of each other Uider two different grand generals. The firft body I that of Poland, and ffiould confrft of fix and thirty ioufand men ; the fecond to the number of twelve J houfand is that of Lithuania. The two grand ge- • erals are independent of each other j and though 1 aey be nominated by the king, they never give an •’ bcount of their a&ions to any but the republic, and ; ave a fupreme authority over their troops. The • blon&ls are abfolute mailers of their regiments, and ■ i belongs to them to procure\ them fultenance as C 3 
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they can, and pay them. But as they are feldom paljl themfelves, they lay wafte the country, and ruin thjf hufbandmen to fatisfy their own greedihefs, and thcjl of their foldiers. The Polifli lords appear in theijl armies with more magnificence than in their town: 
and their tents are better furniflied than their houfe) The horfe which makes up two thirds of the armj is almoft all compofed of gentlemen, and is remark able for the gracefulnefs of the riders, the beauty c the horfes, and the richnefs of the accoutrement and harnefs. Their Gens d’ Armes efpecially, which they dil tinguifh into Honflarts and Pancernes, march alway attended by feveral valets, who lead theic horfea which have ornamented bridles with plates cf filvd and filver nails, embroidered faddles, faddle-bo.w] , and fljjiferups gilt, and fometimes made of maffy filve* ; with larf>e houfingS trailing after the Turkifh manner i whofe magnificence the Poles ftrive to imitate a much as they can. But how gorgeous foever the cavalry might appear t the foot were as wretched and ragged, ill cloatheii i and ill armed, without proper furniture or any thinjj 4 uniform and yet thefe foot who refemble the vaga-1 bond Tartars, fupport hunger and cold, fatigue* ii and all the weights of war, with incredible refolm > 

One may {fill obferve in the Poi'^th foldiers thq charafter of the ancient Ssrmatae their anceflors, a; little" difcipline, the fame fury in the alfault, the fame readinefs to fun away and return to the batth| and the fame cruel difpofition to flaughter, when they are conquerors. The king of Poland at firft flattered himfelf that in his neceflity thefe two armies would fight for hfm> that the Polifh Pofpoiite would arm at his orders, and that all thefe forces joined to the Saxons hisTub- jeds and the Mufcoyhcs his allies, would make uf 



CHARLES XTT. B. II. gr 
| a body, before which the fmallcr number of the aSwedes would not venture to appear. But he faw 
uhimfelf almoft on afudden deprived of thefe fuccours tlby the very care had taken to have them all toge- fllher. 

Accuftomed in his hereditary dominions to ab- solute power, he too readily fuppofed that he could i govern in Poland as in Saxony. The beginning of j his reign raifed malecontents. His firft proceedings 
'i [provoked the party which had oppofed his eleftion, and alienated almoft all the reft. The Poles mur- 4 pured to fee their towns filled with Saxon garrifons, 
land their frontiers with Mufcovite troops. The A ; ination /ar more jealous of maintaining their own li- jlberty, than concerned in difturbing their neighbours, I did notlook upon king Augultus’s war with Sweden, itnd the invafion of Livonia, as an enterprizs^dvan- 
Stageous to the republic. ^Tis not an eafy matter to finder a free nation from difcerning their true inte- jrelts. The Poles perceiving, that if this war under- jaken without their confent fhould prove unfuccefsful, their country lying open on all fides, would become a prey to the king of Sweden ; and if it fhould fuc- 
iceed, they fhould be fubdued by their own king, who being then mafler of Livonia, as well as Saxony, »would enflave Poland, as it lies between thofe two countries, which are filled with fortified places. In this alternative, either of becoming flaves to the king jWhom they had eledted, or of being raviihed by rtharles XII. who was juflly incenfed, they only rai- ded an outcry againft the war, which they judged to ibe rather declared againd themfelves, than againft ^Sweden ; and they looked upon the Saxons and Muf- .covites as*the inllruments of their chains. Upon the king of Sweden’s defeating all that had oppofed his paffage, and advancing with a vidtorious army into .the heart of Lithuania, they clamoured loud againft - 'their fovereign, and with fo much the more freedom, 
‘becaufc he was unfortunate. . 
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Lithuania was then divided into two parties, that 

of the Princes Sapieba, and that of Oginiky. TheiH 
two faflions had begun from private quarrels, andi degenerated into a civil war. Theking of Sweden drew 
over to his intereft the princes Sapieba; and Oginfky, being but badly afTifted by the Saxons, found his party 
almoll extinguiflied. The Lithuanian army, which thele! troubles and want of money had reduced to a finall!1 

number, was in part difperfed by the conqueror. The' few who held out for the king of Poland, were fepa- ' rated into fmall bodies of wandering troops, which r 

over-ran the country, and fubfifted by fpoil. So that i Auguftus beheld nothing in Lithuania, but the weak- refs of his own party, the hatred of his fubjefls, and i the army of the enemy conducted by a young prince, incenfed, vidorious and implacable. 
There was indeed an army in Poland, but inftead 5 of fix and thirty thoufand men, the number prefcri- bed by the laws, it confided but of eighteen thou- fand. And it was not only ill paid and ill-armed, but the generals were undetermined what courle they •; 

fhould take. The king’s bed refuge was to order the nobility ' to follow him ; but he durft not expofe himfelf to a r refufal, which would have too much difcovered his " weaknefs, and confequently increafed it. In this ftate of trouble and uncertainty, all the Pa- ] latinates of the kingdom demanded a diet of the king ; ‘ in like manner as in England in times of difficulty1, J all the bodies of the ftate prefent addrefles to the ‘ king, to defire him to call a parliament. Au- guftus flood more in need pf an army than a diet, where the adlions of kings are examined. He was o- bliged however to call one, that he might not exaf- perate the nation beyond a poffibility of reconcile- i ment. A diet therefore was appointed to meet at Warfaw on the fecond of December 1701. AnJTe foon perceived that Charles XII. had at leaft as much 
power in the aflembly as hinifelf, Thofe who held for * 
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ie Sapieba, the Lubomirflty and their friends, the 
alatine Lecfmlky treafurer of the crown, and above II, the partizans of the Princes Sobielky, were all - ecretly attached to the king of Sweden. , The moft confiderable enemy the king of Poland 

| sad, was Cardinal Radjoufky, archbifhop of Gnefna, j irimate of the kingdom, and prefident of the dieted j ie was a man full of artifice and referve in his con- .J ludt; entirely governed by an ambitious woman, 
„;fhom the Swedes called Madame la Cardinale, who J ever ce .fed to pufh him on to intrigue and faftion. .i S^he primate’s talent lay chiefly in making his advan- jitgeofthe conjunflures which fell in his way, with- ff endeavouring to give rife to them. He would appear refolved when he was.moft abfolutely determi- Jed in his projects, feeking always to gain his ends 1 »y ways which feemed moft oppofite to them. King ;■ ^ohn Sobielky, the predecelfor of Auguftus, had for- : jerly made him biftsopof War'melant, and. vice-chan- ;’j teller of the kingdom. And Radjoufley, whilft a pri^ lisate bilhop. obtained the cardinals hat by the favour if the fame prince. This dignity Toon opened him he way to the primacy ; and this uniting in his per* On whatever is apt to impofe upon others, he was p a condition to intrigue with impunity. Upon the death of John he ufecThis utmoft endea* aurs to place prince James Sobielky upon the throne j f>ut the torrent of hatred they bore to the father, nough fo great a man as he was, fet afide the fon. The cardinal primate then joined with the Abbe de olignac, embaflador of France, to give the Crown to lie prince of Conti, who in reality was eledled, but ie money and troops of Saxony got the better of his loquence. He at laft fuflTered himfelf to be drawn nto the party which crowned the ele&or of Saxony, nd waited with impatience for an opportunity to 

wdlvifion between the nation and the new king. The vidtories of Charles XII. protedlor of prince 
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James Sobiefky, the civil war of Lithuania, the gefi neral difaffedions of all mens minds to king Auguflul 
gave the cardinal hopes that the time was now cornl when he might be able to lend back Auguftus int-ji Saxony; and open to the fon of king John the wall to the throne. This prince, before, the innocen objefl of the-Poles hate, was now become their idci. from the time that king Augudus grew out of favour „ but he durft not indulge himfelf in the thoughts o fo great a revolution ; and yet the cardinal had in- 5 fenhbly hid the foundations of it. He at firfl feemed defirous of reconciling the kinf ». with the republic : he fentcircular letters dilated it appearance by the fpirk of concord and charity, ufua L" 
and noted Inares, but fuch as never fail to entrap ; he wrote a pathetic letter to the king of Sweden '1: conjuring him in the name of him, whom all Chri", ftians equally adore, to give peace to Poland, and her king. Charles XII. anfwered the cardinal’s in* i tentions, more than his words. In the mean time h«.. remained in the great duchy of Lithuania with hit. vidlorious army, declaring that he would not difturb the diet; that he made war againft Auguftus and the . Saxons, and not againft Poland; and that far from i defigning any thing againft the republic, he came tor refcue it from oppreflion. Thefe letters and thefet anfwers were for the publick. The emiflaries which went and came continually from the cardinal to Count Piper, and the private aflemblies held at the prelate* . houfe, were the fprings that moved the diet. They propofed to fend an embafty to Charles XII. and re- quired with one confent of the king, that he Ihould bring no more Mufcovites upon their frontiers, and that he Ihould fend back the Saxon troops. > The bad fortune of Auguftus had already don^ what the diet demanded of him. The league fecret- ly concluded with the Mufcovites at Birfen was be- come as infignificant, as at firft it had appeared for-4 
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udable. He was far from being able to fend the Czar ic fifty thoufand Germans he had promifed to raife 1 the empire. The Czar himfelf, a dangerous enemy 5 Poland, was at that time not very eager to aflift rith all his forces a divided kingdom, from whence 
e was in hopes of reaping fome (poils. He content- d himfelf with lending twenty thoufand Mufcovites ito Lithuania, who did more milchief there than the wedes, flying continually before the conqueror, and ivaging the lands of the Poles, till at laft being pur- ged by the Swedilh generals and finding nothmg [tore to pillage, they returned by (hoals to their Wn country. As for the fcattered remains of the 
axons army beaten at Riga, king Auguftus lent them 3 winter and recruit in Saxony, that this facrifice, owever involuntary, might foften the rage of the 
icenfed Poles. The war was then changed into intrigues, and he diet divided into almoft as many factions as there <ere Palatines. One day the intereft of king Auguf- us prevailed, and the next were profcribed. Every ody cried out for liberty and juftice, but no body !new what it was to be juft or free. The time was tent in cabbaling in fecret, and haranguing in public, 'he diet neither knew what they would, nor what icy fhould, do. Great companies feldom agree u- fon proper counfels in times of civil broils, becaufe 
he bold men in fuch aftemblies are generally factious, 
md the men of probity timorous. The diet broke ip in diforder on the 17th of February 1702, after jjiree months of caballing and irrefolution. Thefena- iors, who are the palatines and the bifhops, remain- rd at Warfaw. The fenate of Poland have a right to 
nake laws provifionally, which the diets feldom dif- innul. This body being not fo numerous, and ufed o bufinefs, was far lefs tumultuous, and came to a letermination more quickly. ? They agreed to tend the embafty to the king of 
Sweden propofed irt the diet, that the Pofpolite fhould 
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mount their horfes, and be ready upon all event!j| They made fcveral regulations to appeafe the trouil bles in Lithuania, and lUlltpore to diminifh the king*jl authority, tho’ they had lefs reafon to be afraid CM it, than that'o.f Charles. 

Auguftus chofe rather to receive hard laws from hin conqueror than his fubjedls. He determined to ailtt peace of the king of Sweden, and would have conclutj ed a private treaty with him. But he was obliged U conceal this ftep front the fenate, whom he looked u pon as an enemy Hill more untraflable. As the af fair %vas delicate, he intruded it wholly to the Coun tefs of Koniftnar, a Swedilh lady of great birth, tc \vhom he was then attached. This Lady, who was fc it famous in the world for her wit and beauty, was mot< t capable than any minifter whatever to give fuccefs tc k a negotiation. Befides, as (he had an ellate ir 
Charles XTIth’s dominions, and had lived long it! t his court, (he had a plaufible pretence of waiting ti upon him. Site came then to the Swedilh camp in 1 Lithuania, and (freight applyed herfelf to Count Piper, who too lightly promifed her an audience oi 1 his mailer. The countefs, among the perfection! t which rendered her one of the molt agreeable perfoiM in Europe, had a lingular talent of (peaking . the 1. languages of feveral countries, which die had neve? i feen, and with as much propriety as if (he had been a born in them. She would fometimes amufe herfelf with ( writing French verfes, which might eatily have beeii a millaken for the compofttion of a perfon brought tip i at Verfailles. She made fome for Charles XII. which i ought not to be forgotten in his hiftory. She intro- J dueed the fabulous gods, commeuding his different U virtues ; and the peace concluded thus, which (be* *. 
ing rendered into Englilh) is. The hero's afls while other gods proclaim, ( 3;. 

yhid praife, and promife him immortal fame ; 
Silent fit Bacchus, and the queen of love. 
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AB her wit and charms were loft upoft fuch a man $ the king pf Sweden, and he conftantly refufed to ee her. Bnt as he frequently rede out to take the dr, fhe refolved to fpeak to him upon the road. \nd accordingly meeting him one day in a narrow oad, (he alighted out of her coach, as foon as (he 

aw him.. The king made her a low bow without peaking one word to her, turned the bridle of his torfe, and rode back in an inftant. So that the coun- efs of Konifmar gained no other advantage from her ourney, but the fatisfaftion of believing that the king >f Sweden feared no body but her. '■! The king of Poland was therefore obliged to throwf imfelf into the arms of the fenate. He made them ivo propofals by the palatine of Mariembourg ; the ne that they ftiould leave to him the'difpolition of he army of the republic, whom he would pay two 
aarters advance out of his own revenue; and the :her, that they Ihould allow him to bring twelve fioufand Saxons back into Poland. The cardinal jrimate gave an anfwer as fevere, as the anfwer of i Oe king of Sweden. He told the palatine of Mari- j mbourg in the native of the aflembly. That the} i 'sere rejohid to fend ahtmbajfy to Charles XII. that heir bufmefi novo was to reconcile the king with Poland 

] Sweden) that it would be of no fervice to pay an <1 Itny, which would not fight for him, without orders ■i 'am the republic ; andfor the Saxons, he would advife 
i \m to bring none into Poland. * ! The king in this extremity was defirous of preler- j ng at leaft the appearance of the royal authority.. .) ?e fent one of his chamberlains to Chailes, to know : F him, where and how his Swedifh majefty would . iceive the embalfy of the king his mafter and of the tpublic. They had unhappily negletfed to demand j i pafs-port for his chamberlain to the Swedes. And te king of Sweden imprifoned him, inftead ofgiving :m audience, and laid that he expedled to reoeivc 

h 
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an enibafly from the republic, and aot from king Auf guitus. , | Charles then leaving garrifons behind him in^ fomp .towns of Lithuania, advanced beyond Grodno, jl place famous in Europe for the diets that are helitl there, but ill built and worfe fortified. 

At fome miles from Grodno he met the embaff of the republic, which confifted of five fenators. Th Waiwode Galefky, and count Tarlo who fince die 
in France, were appointed to deliver it. The kin gave them audience in his tent, with a pomp which h 
always difdained, but then thought neceffary. A lieu i tenant general with an hundred Drabans on horfeback ; who arc the guards of the king of Sweden, went t l meet the embafladors ; they lighted off their horfe. within fifty foot of the royal tent, and were conduce between two lines of guards under arms to a grea • antichamber. A major general introduced then; 
from thence into a very large chamber, where th , ceiling, floors, and walls, were all covered with Per j. fian tapeftry. The king received them upon a throne k He rofe and took off his hat upon their firft bow j‘ ing ; and then the king and the embafladors bein* |( covered, the Waiwode fpoke firft, and count Tarhi after him. Their difeourfes were full of caution an- .■ obfeurity ; they did not once pronounce the nam . o f the king of Poland, as they were determined neiiL ther to fpeak in his favour, nor openly to complail|. of him, but only left him to guefs at what theit thought not proper to explain. Chaffes treated eacili 
embaflador in private with friendfhip and confidences! But when he came to give his anfwer to the republult which fent them, and which did not enter into hi), meafureswith a fubmiflion fo ready as he expedledr he told them by count Piper, that he would give a;l anfwer at Warfav£v The fame davjie marched towards that townij. This march was pfeceded by a manifefto, whichAfc.js 
cardinal and his party fpread over Polan^in ^ L 
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layyv^'By.this writing Charles invited all the Poles 
ajOiJiAWif revenge with his, and pretended to (liew h^tnlitir interefts and his were the fame. They 
vere'notwithftanding very different; but the m.- lifeflo fupported by a great party, by the dif- >rder of the fenate, arid the approach of the ;onqueror, made ver^^ffrong impreflions. They were obliged to »&vn Charles for their protestor, 'ince he was refowed to be fo, and it was well for liem, that he contented himfelf with that title. • The fenators who oppofed Augullus, publilhed ibis writing aloud even before Jiis face, an3 the few who adhered to him, kept filence. At laft when they : rteard that Charles was advancing by long marches, ! ney all prepared in confufion to depart; the cardi- 
Pl eft Warfaw one of the firft; and the major part I bllowed haftily ; fome fled to their own country i ieats waiting to fee how things would terminate, and ! »thers to arm their friends. There remained with 5 :iie king only the embafladors of the emperor and the * Clzar, thepopesNuncio, and fome fewbilhops and pala- lnes,who were attached to his fortune,he was forced to ly, and nothing yet had been decided in his favour, before his departure he made haffe to hold a council s with the fmall number of fenators, which (till re- >refented the fenate. But how zealous foever they ivere for his fervice, they were ftill Poles, and had til-conceived fo great an averfion tothe Saxon troops, hat they durft not allow him the liberty of bringing l,bove fix thoufand men from thence for his defence ; tnd they farther voted, that thefe fix thoufand men tould be commanded by the grand general of Poland, snll immediately fent home after the conclufion of a 
aeace. As to the armies of the republic, they left the hfpofition of them to him. Upon this refolution of the council, the king left rarfaw, being too weak to oppofe the enemy and Me fatisfied with the conduct dr his own party. He 
" “* ,ht jsublilhed his orders for alfembling the Puf- 
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polite, and armies which Were fcarce any thing but* bare name. There was nothing to be hoped for bufl of Lithuania, where the Swedes were polled. And thill army of Poland reduced to a final! number of troops* wanted arms, provifions^ard good-will. The greatefH jart of the nobility wereuT&giidated, unrefolved, oiu 
ill-dilpofed, and confined Xhf^ifeLves to their owr| houlcs: their king in vain, %hcwfih authorized byfj ardefr^ndi the laws of the (late, gave ordefr^nder the pain of deith to every gentleman in the country to appeal on horlebjick and follow him. It Was now becomi a difpute, whether they owed him obedience. His chief dependence was upon the troops of his e- ledlorate, where the form of government, being in- tireiy abfolute, left him under no apprehenfions oi biing difobeyed. He h^d already privately given or- . dersfor twelve thoufand Saxons, who were upon their 
march with all poffiblefpeed. He farther recalled the eight thoufand he had promifed to the emperor to af- fiit him in his wars againll France, and which in the - neceffity he was reduced to, he was obliged to with- “ •draw. This introduction of fo many Saxons into 
Poland, was a fur« means of alienating all mens af-! factions; asit wasa violation alfo of the law made by his own party, which allowed him but fix thoufand : butbe knew very well, that if he was conqueror, theyj durft not complain; and if he was conquered, they! would never forgive his having introduced even fix: thoufand. Whilft thefe foldiers were marching up in troops, whilft he was flying from palatinate to palatin- ate to affemble the nobility that adhered to him, the, 
kingof Sweden at laft arrived before Warfaw', on the fifth of May 1702. The gates were opened to him upon! l1 the firft fummons. He fent away the Polifh garrifon, difmifled the city guard, every where polled guards of his own, ordered the inhabitants to bring in their arms, and content with having difarmed them, and not willing roexafperate them, he demanded no more 
of them than a contribution of an hundred thoufand 



CHARLES XII. B. IT. 41 ■t^res. King Auguftus was then getting together his torccs at Cracow, and was much furpriled to fee the cardinal primate one of the company. That man, whofe heart burnt within Jym to fini/h the work he had begun, prctj^Hp to keep up the cency of his chara^j^^^he lafi, and to dethrone his king wnh aUMfl^^edful behaviour of a good fubjefl. He t^^^pn that the king of Sweden ap- ^ peared difpofecT^^Treafonable accommodation, and 1 humbly begged leave that he might attend him. King I Auguftus granted him what he could not refufe, that Lis, the liberty of doing him-a mifchicf. The cardinal primate, thus covering the balenefs |,of his conduit, by the addition of treachery, made hafte to vifit the.king of Sweden, before whom he had never yet ventured to prefent himfelf. He faw his Mijefty at Praag, not far from Warfaw, but iV/ithout the ceremonies, which had been ufed towards ;.the embaftadors of the republic. He found the conqueror clad in a coat of coarfe blue cloath, with brafs buttons gilt, jack boots, and buff-fkin gloves that reached up to his elbows, in a room without ; hangings, in company with the duke of Holfteir> his brother-in-law, count Piper his firft minifter, and fe- » 
veral general officers. The king advanced fome fteps to meet the cardinal, and they had a conference to- tgether ftanding, of about a quarter of an hour, which jCharles put an end to by faying aloud, I •will never 'five the Poles peace,till they have eh fled another king'. JThe cardinal, who waited for this declaration, tmme- . ! diately fignified it to all the palatinates, alluring them ■ he was extremely concerned at it, and at the fame time laying before them the neceffity of complying 1 with the conqueror. Upon this news the king of Poland faw plainly, that ; he muft either lofe his crown or preferve it by arms; • and he ufed his utmoft efforts to fucceed in that great : chcijlpr. All his Saxon troops were arrived from the ■ IroJttifi.s of Saxony.. The nobility of the palatine of 
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Cracow, where he ftill remained, came in a body^ offer him their fervices. He irt perfon exhorted ev< one of fhefe gentlemen to remember the oaths they had taken,and they allured hymthatthey wouldfpillthelaft drop of their blood in hi!Si|fc£e. Fortified with thefe iuccours, and the troops^^^Mvere called the armyi of the crown, he went for t^Hdtae to feek in per- fon the king of Sweden ; and n^^Bbot long before he found him, for he wds alreJ^Birching againlt him towards Cracow. The two kings met on the roth of July 1702, in a large plain near Cliffau, between Warfaw and Cracow. Auguftus had near four and twenty thoufand men, and Charles XII. not above twelve thoufand. 'The battle began with the playing of the artillery. Upon the firft volley which was difeharged by the Saxons, the duke jof Holftein who commanded the Swedi(hhorfe,ayoung prince of great courage and virtue, received a cannon- ball in the reins. The king enquired if he was dead, and was told that he was; he made nq 'anfwer, but the tears fell from his eyes ; and then covering his face for a moment with his hands, on a fudden he fpit£ i red his horfe with fury, and rulhcd into the thickeft * ' of the enemy, at the head of hjs guards. The king of Poland did all that could be expected from a prince who was fighting for his crown. He thrice led up his troops in perfon to the charge; but the afeendant of Charles XII. carried it, &d gained a compleat lory. The enemy’s camp, colours, and artillery, and Auguftus’ war cheff, were left to him.! He made no flay upon the field of battle, but marched ftrait to Cracow, purfuing.the king of Poland, who, fled before him. The citizens of Cracow were hold enough to fhut their gates upon the conqueror. He caufed them to be burft open, and tookthecaffle by affault. Hisfoldiers, the only men in the world who could abffain from pil- lage after a y jffo. y, did not offer theleaff ill tre ’nv'r.t to ar,} one citizen ; but the king made them pay fu-fi- 
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Hw for the rafhnefs of their refinance, by railing WPthem excelllve contributions. He departed from Cracow in the full refolution of urfuing Auouftus without inte"nifrion ; but within >me mile, oke his thigh. Cracow, whe eeks in the hai ave Augultus 

fell under him, and iiged to carry him back mfined to his bed for fix !Ts furgeons. This accident breathe a little. He cauled it 
nmediately to be fpread throughout Poland and Ger- i iiany, that Charles XII. was killed by his fall. This i|fe report.which was credited for fome time,(iiled all i Sens minds with aftonifiiment and uncertainty. In ! rjis fmail interval be alfembles all the orders of the • t ingdom at Mariembourg, and then at Lublin, who : ad before been called together to Sendomir. In the mean time Charles XII. recovered of his . (found, and overturned all before him. Always fixt i p his refolution of forcing the Poles themfelves to de* 

ti Jirone their king, by the intrigues of the cardinal pri- t pate, he cau'ed an aflembly to b. called .ogcther at 
I t7'^rfavv to oppofe that at LuWin. His ijoneralsre- | [Rented to him that the adair might thus be pro- i ^adted to a tedious length, %pd at length vanifhm de- 
1 pys ; that during this time the Mufcovites were d tily j{; ngagingwith the troops he had left behind in Livonia 
f »nd Ingria, and that the event was not always favour- i lible to the Swedes, and that his prefence there in all trobability would very foon becomeneceffstry. Charles, 

ho was as fteady in the execution of his projefts, as t se was brilk in his adlions, anfwered, though I were j \o flay here fifty years, I would not leave the place till I had dethroned the king of Poland. I | Having augmented his vidlorious troops with fix 
; thoufand horfe ap'd eight thoufand foot, which he re- ceived from Sweden, he marched againft the remains j of the Saxon army he had beaten at Clillau, which had I pained time to rally and recruit, Whilft his fall from 
, bis horfe had confined him to his bed. This army 
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the north-weft of Warfaw. The river Hugh tween him and his enemies. Charles fwam over it the head of his horfe^vhilft the foot-went to feek ford Ibmewhat higher^fc|^y i. 1703. he came u with the Saxons at a pl^^Bj^Pultufk. They wei commanded by general number of aboi 
ten thoufand. The king of his precipitat ' march had brought no more alW^vith him, bein. confident that a lefs number would have fufficed. Th terrorofhis arms was fo great, that onehalf ofthe Sax F 
on.army ran away at his approach,without ftaying fo the battle. General Stenau flood firm for a while witl two regiments, but the moment after, he.was drawl £ 

along in the general flight of his army, which was dif 11 

perfed before it was conquered. The Swedes did no take a thoufand prifoners, nor kill fix hundred men having more difficulty in purfuing than defeating them. Auguftus who had nothing left him but the fcatterec remains of the Saxons beaten on all fides, retired it: all hafte to Thorn, a town of royal Pruffia, fituate u< pon the WeifTel, and under the proteilion of Poland, Charles immediately prepared to befiege it. The king' 
of Poland not thinking himfelf fecurc, withdrew into' Saxony. In the mean time Charles, who made nothing of fo many briflc marches, fwiming of rivers, and hur- ‘ rying along with his foot mounted behind his horfe, wasi' not able tobringup his cannon before Thorn; but wasi obliged to wait till it was fent him from Sweden by fea.; Whilft he was waiting for it, he took up his quar- ters within fome miles of the town, and would often advance too near the ramparts, to view it. The plain drefs he always wore was of greater fervice to him1 

than he had ever imagined in thefe dangerous walks; It hindered him.from being taken notice of, and point- ed out by the enemy, as a perfon to be fired at. One day having Spproatncd very near with one of his ge- 
neralsnamed Lieven, who was drelied in fcarlct trim* raed with gold, and fearing'kft the genet *t! lUttid .e 
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if««eived, [he ftrait ordered him to walk behind him, f aoved by that magnanimity fo natural to him, which i:ven hinder^ him from refleftingthat heexpofed his iwn life to a manifeft danger to lave that of his fub- 
' Lieven difeermng his mswr too late in having put n iremarkable habit,Awh expofed alfo thofe that ' vere with him,^^' lear:ng equally for the king in *ha, :r place h^Kvas, heQtated a while whether he 'Ugl • o obey him ; in the moment while this con- 1 =li laded, the king takes him by the arm, puts him- 
, elf before him, and hides him; at the fame inftant .:) cannon ball, which came in fiank, ftruck the ge- icral dead upon that very rp >t which the king had ; iarce quitted. The ath ot .his man, killed direfi* ’ jr in his dead, and becaufe he haJ a mind to fave him, 
ipntributfd not a little to confirm him in the notion fever held ofnbfolute prededination, and m-Je him iieve, that hie f’ate, which p;otefted him in fofin- lar a manner, referved him for the execution of 1 keater things. 1 ; Every thing fucceeded with him, and his nego- " iations and his arms were equally fortunate. He jias in a manner prefent throughout all Poland ; for is grand Marefchal Renchild was in the heart of ji tofe dominions with a great body of the army. Near 1 lirty thoufand Swedes under different generals, dil- ‘ ierfed towards the north and the ead upon the fron- icrs of Mufcovy, withdood the efforts of the whole inpire of Ruffia ; and Charles was in the wed at the ther end of Poland, at the head of the bed part of Is troops. 

‘: The king of Denmark, tied down by the treatyof 
.ravendal, which his weaknefs hindred him from * leaking, continued filent. The eletfor of Branden- ‘ ourg who had acquired the title of king of Prufiia, ' dthout any increafe of power, durd not exprefs his ' ifgud at feeing the king of Sweden fo near hisdoml- ions. His grandfather had been deprived of the 
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belt part of Pomerania by Guflavus Adolphus : and be had no fecurity for the reft, but the moderation 1 

of Charles. Farther towards the fouth-weft between the rivers ofElbe and Wefer lay theduchy of Bremen, the laft territory of the ancient conquefts of thei Swedes,filled withftrong gallons,which opened to the conqueror the gates of SaxSjkqft the empire. Thus from the German ocean almoft to^he mouth of the 1 

Borifthenes, which make the breaJKi of Europe, and to the gates of Mufcow, all was in confternation, and ' every moment expecting an entire revolution. His veftels were mafters of the Baltic, and employed in I tranfporting prifoners from Poland into his own count Si; try. Sweden alone was calm in the midft of thefe V great emotions, tailing the fweetsof a profound peace,: 5: and enjoying the glory of her king, without bearing ;t. the weight of it; fince his victorious troops were; u paid and maintained at the expence of the conquer* 1 ed. In this general filence of the North before the arms 
of Charles XII. the town of Dantzick ventured to dif- t oblige him. Fourteen frigates and forty tranfport :: veflels were bringing the king a fupply of fixthoufand men, with cannon and ammunition, to finifh the ~ fiege of Thorn. Thefe fuccours mull neceflarily pafs 
up the Weiflel. At the mouth of this river lies - Dantzick, a rich and free town, enjoying with El- bing and Thorn the fame privileges in Poland, as the imperial towns have in Germany. Its liberty 1 

had been attacked by turns, by the Danes, the J Swedes, and fome German princes, and was preferved t only by the jealoufy which thefe powers had of each other. Count Steinbock, one of the Swedilh generals^ alTembled the magiftrates in the king’s name,demand- ed apaftage for the troops, and offered to buy powder of them and fome ammunition. The magiftrates; by an ufual imprudence in thofe who treat with their fuperiors in llrength, durft neither abfolutely refufe, nor expresflygrant what he demanded. General Stein* , 
 1 
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bock ma-de them give by force more thanlie had afked ; and farther exadted from the town a contribution of . an hundred thoufand crowns by way of recompence for their imprudent denial. At laft the recruits, the , cannon and ammunition being arrived before Thorn, , the fiege was begun on the 2 ad of September. Rovel, governor oLthe place, defended it a month , with a garrifon ofTive thoufand men. And then it was forced to furrender at difcretion. The garrifon were made prifoners of war, and fent into Sweden, , Rovel was prefemed to the king unarmed. His ma- 

j jefty, who never loft an opportunity of doing honour . ;to merit in his enemies, gave him a fword with his own hand, made him a conftderable prefent in money, , fend fent him away upon his parole. The honour the , town of Thorn had, in having formerly produced 
•{ Copernicus the founder of the true fyftem of the , world, had no influence upon a conqueror, too little ^converfant in fuch matters, and who knew how to . .reward nought elfe but valour. This poor petty . town was condemned to pay forty thoufand crowns ; , an exceflive contribution for fuch a place ! i j Elbing a town built upon an arm of the WeiflTe!, "} founded by the Teutonic knights, and alfo annexed . to Poland, did not make a proper advantage for the , ?Dantzikers miftake, but hefitated too long about gi- . “ving paflage to the Swedilh troops, and was more fe- ■j i verely puniftied than Dantzic. Charles entred there . in perfon on the 13th of December at the head of I . four tboufand men armed with bayonets at the end 1 of their mulkets. The inhabitants in a fright threw 
ij themfelves upon their knees in the ftreets, and beg* . 5 ged for mercy. He took from them, all their arms, , lodged His foldiers in their houfes, and then having J called the magiftrates together, obliged them to raife 

•'n that very day a contribution of two hundred and fixty . thoufand crowns. There were in the town two hun- dred pieces of cannon, and four hundred thoufand 
• weight of gun-powder, upon which he feized. The 
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gaining a vidtory would not have brought hina Jjl many advantages. All thefe fuccefTes were forerur|l tiers to the dethroning of king Auguftus. The cardinal had fcarce taken an oath to his kinal that he would attempt nothing againft him, before ll| went to the aflembly at Warfaw, but {till under thil pretence of peace. He was attended by three thoujj 
fand foldiers raifed upon his own eftate, but upo;U coming thither talked of nothing but concord and alp bedience. At laft he threw off the maflt, and on th l 14th of February 1704, declared in the name of th aflembly, Auguflus clettor of Saxony mcapable ej wearing the croton of Poland. They then pronounces > with a common voice, that the throne was vacant The fdfion of that day was not yet ended, when s t courier from the king of Sweden brings a letter frotr 1 his majefty to the aflembly. The cardinal opens the i letter, which contained an order in form of a requelf. to elett prince James Sobiejhy for their king. They 1 were difpofed to obey with joy, and fixed the day ol - the eledion. The prince was then at Breflau in Si-1 lefia, waiting with impatience for the crown, which his father had wore. He was complimented upon it, ■ and fome flatterers had even already given him the title of majefty, in fpeaking to him. As he was one day - hunting at fome leagues oft from Breflau with prince;: Conftantine one of his brothers, thirty Saxon horfe- . men, fent privately by king Auguftus, break out of: a fudden upon them from a neighbouring wood, fur- . round the two princes, and carry them off without re- . fiftance. Frefti horfes flood ready at a diftance, upon ? which they were immediately carried to Lipfick, and i. clofe confined. This ftep at once broke all the mea- fures of Charles, the cardinal, and the aflembly at . Warfaw. 

Fortune, which makes fport with crowned heads, ,, threw king Auguftus almoft at the lame time upon j, the point of being taken himfelf. He was at dinner 
within three leagues of Cracow, relying upon an ad- , i 
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vajiced guard ported at fome diftance, when general Renchild came fuddenly upon him, after having car- 
ried off the guard. The king of Poland had but jurt time to get on horfeback with ten others. General Renchild purfued him four days, ready to fize upon himjevery^moment.The ktng fled to Sendomier, and 
the Swediih general followed him thither ; and it was 
A Ungular piece of good fortune, that he made his eP icapc. 

In the mean time the kings party treated that of the cardinal, and were reciprocally treated by them, 
has traitors to their country. The army of the crown fltvss divided between the two fidVtons. Augurtus for- 
ited at laft to accept of fuccours from the Mufcovites, Tepented that he had not applied to them fooner. Sometimes he marched into Saxony, where his forces ?were exhaufted; and fometimes he would return into "Poland, where they durft not affift him. On the o- ther fide the king of Sweden reigned in Poland calm 
and vidl-orious; and more abfolutely than Auguftus Jiad ever done. Count Piper, who was as much of 1 politician; as ijitemarter was of a hero, laid hold of the opportuni- ty to advife Charles XII. to tako upon himfelf the crbwn of Poland. He reprefented to him how eafily jihe might bring it about with a vidlorious army, and ^ powerful party in the heart of a kingdom, which Tie had already brought under fubjedlion. He tempt- ■ ed him with the title of defender of the Evangelical • ‘religion, a name which flattered the ambition of i Charles. It was cpfy for him, he faid, to do in Po- 1 Jand what Guftavus Vaza had done in Sweden to 

8 introduce Luthernnifm, and break the chains of the t people, now flaves to the nobility and clergy. Charts 
gave way to the temptaion for a moment; but glory was his idol. He facrificed his intereft to it, and thq : pleafure he would have had in taking Poland from the : pope. He told Count Piper, that he liked better to ■ jive away kingdoms than gain them, an$l added 
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fmilling : You were made for the minijler of an Itafiat frincj. 

Charles layflill near Thorn, in that part of roya 
Pruflia which belongs to Poland ; he thence obfervecf all that wastranfatfed at Warfaw, and kept the neigh, bouring powers inawe. Prince Alexander brother oj 
the two Sobielkys, who were carried off in Silefia. came to demand vengeance of him: The king pro. mifed ithimthemore readily, as hejodged iteafy,an< that he ffiould be thereby revenged himfelf. But be- ing impatient to give Poland a king, he offered th< the throne to prince Alexander, which fortune Teem- 
ed bent to deny to his brother. He did not in thi leaf! expeiS a refufal. But prince Alexander tol< him, that nothing fhould ever engage him to make j, an advantage of his elded brothers misfortune. The 
king of Sweden, Count Piper, and his friends,'and i cfpecially the young palatine of Pofnania, Staniflaus i Lecfinlky, prelfed him to accept of h. But he1 

continued firm in his refolution. The neighbouring , 
princes were adonilhed at the news, and knew not 
whom they (hould admire mod ; a king of Sweden,, who at two and twenty years old gave away the crown 
of Poland, or Prince Alexander, who refuted to ac- cept it. 

BOOK III. 
YOUNG Staniflaus Lecfinfky* was than deputed by the affembly at Warfaw to give an account1 

to the king of Sweden of fevera! differences which had arote among them fince prince James y/as carried away. Staniflaus had a very engaging afpedt, full of bravery and fweetnefs, with an air.of probity and • opennefs, which is doubtlels the greated ofall outward advantages, and adds a greater weight to words than . 
eloquence itfelf. The diferetion with which he   



C,H ARLES XII. B. ITT. 
fpoke of king Auguftus, of the affembly, the cardi- nal primate, and the different interefts which divid- 
ed Poland, made an impreflion upon Charles XII. He was a princathat underllood mankind exceedingly well, and had fucceeded in the choice he had made 
of his generals and minillcrs. He defignedly pro- longed the conference, that he might the better found *he genius of the young deputy. And after the audi- ence he faid aloud, Thai he had not feen a man Jo fit to reconcile all parties. He flrait made inquiry into the charafler of the palatine of Lecfinlky ; and was ,,informed that he was a perfon of great courage and 

“inured to fatigue ; that he lay conftantly upon a kind ,of ftraw mattrefs, requiring no fervice of his domef- ticks about his perfon; that he was of a temperance 
before unknown to that climate; liberal, and adored by his vaffals; and the only nobleman perhaps ig in Poland, who had any friends, at a time when no regard was paid to any ties but thofe of inters!! and faftion. 

This character, which in many particulars refem- bled his own, determined him entirely. He advifed with no body, but without any caballing, or even publick deliberation, he faid to two of his genera's, Shewing them Lecfinfiy ; fee there is the king ’whom \i he Poles Jhall have. 
His refolution was fixt, and Staniflaus as yet knew ■ nothing of the matter, whin the. cardinal prim- ate came to wait upon Charles. The prelate was "king during the interregnum, and was defirous of Iprplonging his tranfient authority. Charles askeeb 

him whom he thought in Poland deferving of the crown. I know but three, anfwered the cardinal. The firft is the Prince Sapieba ; but his imperious, cruel and defpotick humour will never agree well with 
a free people. The fecond is Lubormilky, grand general of the crown; but he is too old, and is far- j • ' ey too much. The third 

more defer ving indeed - 



52 THE HIS TORY Of 
than the other two, if his want of experience die itot render him uncapable of governing to capricious a nation. The cardinal thus excluded all whom h* 
propofed and would have them believed unfit toreigr whom he had prononneed alone worthy of it. Thi king of Sweden concluded the converfation by telling him, that Staniflaus Lecfinsky Ihould be their king; 

The cardinal had fcarce left the king, before hdl received a courier from the lady, who was abfolutelL over him. She told him in her letter, that fhe wasn refolved to marry her daughter to the fon of Lubor- k misky, and conjured him to employ all his interefl |1 with the king to give the crown of Poland to the fa- iji ther. 1 he letter came <oo late, the cardinal had |j 
given iropreffions of L'lixirm'uky, as he coDld never!, efface. He ufed his utmoft addrefa to draw the king 
of Sweden inlenfibly into the new intereft which ha :j. embraced, and flrove mote efpecially to divert him i <from the choice of Staniflaus. But what have you, fays the king, to objeft againft him? fir fay*’ the prelate, he is too young. The king drily anfwe- red he is much about my age, turned his back upon , the prelate, and immediately difpatched Count Hoorn i to fignify to the aflembiy at Warfaw, that they mud ; cleft a king in five days, and that they mull chufe ij Staniflaus Lesfinsky. Count Hoorn arrived upon the : 
7th of July, and fixed the day of the eleftion on the 13th, as if he had ordered the decampment of a bat- , talion. The cardinal primate, diffappointed of the| fruit of fo many intrigues, returned to the aflembly, |j_ where he left no ftone unturned to make the eleftion,. t wherein he had no fliarc, prove abortive. But the1 

King of Sweden coming himfelf incognito to War-' faw, he was obliged to be filent. All that the primate | could do was to abfent himfelf from the eleftioo ; I. he determined to aft as neuter, without appearing to l aflift or oppofe the refolution of the king of Swedep, 
carrying himfelf even between Auguflus and Staniflaus,!; 
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and waiting for an opportunity of prejudicing them 
both. 

On Saturday the 12th of July, the day appointed for the eledlion, about three in the afternoon the sf» fembly met at Colo, the place defigned for the cere- 
mony, and the bilhop of Pofnania prefided inftead of the primate. He came attended with fevcral perfons 
of diftintfion, and a large body of gentlemen of the party. The king of Sweden mixt with them that he might in fecret enjoy the fruits of his power. Count Hoorn and two other general officers affilled publickly 

;jat the folemnity, as embaffadors extraordinary from Charles to the republic. The feffion laded till nine ■tin the evening ; and the biffiop of Pofnania put am end to it by declaring in the name of the diet, Stunif- 
\laus eleded king of Poland. Charles XII. was the fir It in the crowd to cry out vivat; they threw up their hats into the air, and the noifc of the acclamatioits quite Itifled the cries of the oppofers. The name of king made no alteration in the man- 
ners of Staniflaus; it only caufed him to turn his „ thoughts fomewhat more towards war. A ftotm had placed him upon the throne, and another might •drive him thence. He had one half of his kingdom ! yet to conquer, and was to fecure himfelf in the other, ;and being treated as a fovereign at Warfaw, and a \rebel at Sendomir ; he prepared, by force of arms, 
to make himfelf acknowledged by all the world, it, Charles XII. immediately departed from Warfaw J to go finiffi the conqueft of Poland. He had fixed the 
general rendezvous of hiS army before Leopold, the ! capital of the great palatihate of Ruffia, a place • confiderable in itfclf, and much more for the riches it J contained. It was thought that it would hold out fif- ; teen days, by means of the fortifications which king 

t Auguftus had made there. The conqueror fat down 1 ; before it on September 5. and the next day carried it i by aflault; and all that refitted were put to the fword. 
The victorious troops who were now matters of 
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in Leopold ; but ranged themfelves in order ofbattleB in tlie great fquare.* There the remains of the garTji 
lifon came to furrender thetjilelves prifoners of warJ The king then proclaimed his orders by found olU trumpet, that all the inhabitants who had any effedM belonging to king Auguftus or his adherents, fhouldjr 
bring them in perfon before night came on, underj pain of death. The meafures were fo well taken j than few ventured to difobey him, and they broughttj his majefty four hundred cherts filled with gold and# filver Coin, plate and other things of value. The beginning ofStaniflius’s reign was almort tha t' 
fame day made remarkable by a very different event, ti Some affairs which abfolutely required his prefence had i obliged him to continue at Warfaw. He had with * him hrs mfother, his wife, and his two daughters, o£> which the youngeft was then but a year old, and t has fince been queen of France. The cardinal pri-i mate, the bifliop of Pofnania, and feme great mem I of Poland made up his new court. His guards con- f fiffed of fix thoufand Polanders of the army of the < crown, who were lately brought over into hisfervice; 
and whole fidelity he had not yet made trial of. C ene- t ral Hoorn, the governor of the town, had not with i him befides above fifteen hundred Swedes. They t ■were at Warfaw in perfetff tranquillity, and. Stanif- t laus reckoned to depart thence in a few days to go t; to the conqueft of Leopold : when all of a fudden he 8 received information, that a numerous army was r drawing near to the town. This was king Auguf-Jf 
tus, who by a frefh effort, and one of the fineft mar- ches that ever general made, having eluded the kipg j,. 
of Sweden, was coming up with twenty thoufand t men, to fall upon Warfaw, and carry off his rival, if Warfaw was very ill fortified, and the Polilh troops, > who defended it, w6re not to be relied on. Augurtus i 
hau intelligence within the town j and if Stanjilausj 
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tarried, he was fare to be undone. He fent his fa- mily therefore into Pofnania, under the guard of thofe PolHh troops, in whom he could put moll confidence. The cardinal prinrate fled one of the Srft to thefrontiers of Prulfia. Several gentlemen took 
different roads. The new king went diredily to Charles XII. learning early to fuffer difgrace, and 
forced to quit his capital within fix weeks after he had been there advanced to the fovereignity. The 
bilhop of Pofnania, alone could ndt efcape, being confined to Warfaw by a dangerous illnefs. One part of the fix thoufand Polanders followed Staniflaus, »nd another condudfed his family. They fem thofe Into Pofnania, whofe fidelity they would not expofe to the temptation of returning into the fervice of king Auguftus. As to general Hoorn, who was go- vernor of Warfaw in the name of the king of Sweden, he took up his refidence in the caftle with his fifteen 
hundred Swedes. 

Auguftus entered the capital as a fovereign incenfed and vi&orious. Every inhabitant was taxed beyond 
his abilities, and ill treated by the foldiers. The car- dinal’s palace and all the houfes of the confederate 
lords with all their potfelfions both in town and coun- try, were given up to plunder. Count Hoorn ftood the conftant fire of the enemy in the caftle, wherein lie was enclofed ; but the place at laft being no more able to hold out, he was forced to beat a parley, and (remained prifoner of war, with his fifteen hundred [swedes. This was the firft advantage that king Au- guftus gained, in the torrent of his ill fortune, againft: the viiiorious arms of his enemy. Count Hoorn, releafed upon his parole, came to Leopold, within a fmall time after Staniflaus. He took 
the liberty of complaining a little to the king of Swe- den, that his majefty had not relieved Warfaw. Be jiot under murh concern about it, my dear count, (fays 'the king) nue tnujl let king Auguftus do ■ fomething by 'yway of amujanent, or otberiuije be would grow tired of 
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having, ns folong in his neighbourhood', but take word for ity he (hall not be the better Jor this 
tage. The conqueror, accompanied by king Staniflau jl 
went in queft of his enemy at the head of the be part of his troops. The Saxon army fled conftantl before him. The towns for thirty miles round fer t him their keys, and no day pafled which was nc l iignalized whith feme advantages. SuccefTes began t : 
grow too familiar to Charles. He faid it was rathe li hunting than fighting, and complained of not buyin i 
a viftory. Augultus committed the care of his army for fom t time to count Shullemburg, a very able general; an c: indeed he flood in need of all his experience at th « 
head of an army under fuch difeouragements. H t: was under more concern to prefeve his mafter’s troops f than to conquer; he adfed by ftratagem, and th s two kings with vigour. He marched ofl unknow ti them, feized upon advantageous pallages, and facrir ficed fome horfe, to give time to his foot to retir i: with fafety. After feveral artifices and countermarches he foum k; himfelf near Punitzin the palatinate of Pofnania, ima fe gining that the king of Sweden and king Staniflau were above fifty leagues off from him. But cominjt thither, he learnt that the two kings had marches ti thofe fifty leagues in nine days, and were ready t< 4 fall upon him with ten or twelve thouland horfe h Shullemburg had not a thoufand horfe, nor abovt*. eight thoufand foot, and was to keep his ground alHf gainfl a fuperior army, the name of the king of Swr '< den, and and the natural fears which fo many defeat: it had raifed in the Saxons. He was ever of opini- it on, though oppofed in it by the German generals 1: that the foot might ftand againft the horfe ir an open campaign, even without the benefit o 
Ghevaux' de Frife; and he ventured to make triaj 
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;>f it that day againft the victorious horfe commanded jy the two kings, and the moft experienced of the 

I iwediihgenerals. He polled himfelf fo advantageoofly, *that he could not be furrounded ; his firft rank bent 
one knee upon the ground, and was armed with likes and fufees ; the foldiers flood extremely clofe, tnd prefentend to the enemies horfe a kind of rampart lointed with pikes and bayonets; the fecond rank sending a little upon the Ihoulders of the fifft, fi- 
led over their heads, and the third (landing upright, jred at the fame time behind the other two. The jjwedes fell upon the Saxons with their ufual impe- 
juolity, who waited for them unfhaken; the dif- jharage of the mulkets, the pikes and bayonets flart- ied the horfes, and fet them a capering inflead of ad- jrancing. By this means the Swedes made their attack 
in diforder, and the Saxons defended themfelves by keeping their ranks. If Charles had ordered his horfemen to alight,the 
»rmy of Shullemburg muft have been inevitably de- stroyed. There was nothing the general was fo much 
^fraid of, and he every moment expected that the e- 
hemy would have taken that refolution. But neither the king of Sweden, who had fo often praflifed all the ftratagems of war, nor any of his gene- rals ever thought of it. This unequal fight cf a body pf horfe againft the foot, though often interrupted and renewed, lafted three hours. The Swedes loft fnore horfes than men. Shullemburg at laft gave way, but his troops were not broken. Redrew them up into an oblong battalion, and, though he had re- 
ceived five wounds in the engagement, he retired in good order in this form about midnight to the fmall town of Gurau,within three leagues ot the field ofbat- tle. And he Icarce began to breathe in that place, 
before the two kings appeared fuddenly at his heels. 

Beyond Gurau, towards the river Oder, lay a thick 
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•wood, through which the Saxon general led his fi tigued army. The Swedes without paufing purfue 
him through the thickets of the wood, making the way with difficulty through places which were fcart paffible by people on foot; and the Saxons had nd 
crofled the wood above five hours before the Swedil 
horfe. On the other fide the wood runs the rivell Parts ; at the foot of a village named Rutfen. Shu t lemburg had fent before in all hafte to get the boalB < together, and carried his troops acrofs the riveifr 
which were already half loft. Charles was come to on t fide of the river by that time Shullemburg had got t Ij 
the other. No general ever retreated with fo muc t art, nor did ever conqueror fo brilkly purfue his e 
nemy. The reputation of Shullemburg depended u ft pon his efcaping from the king of Sweden, and th x king thought his glory concerned in taking Shullem s burg and the reft of his army, he loft no time, b'uc 
fwam his horfe crofs the river. And thus the Saxon ss were enclofed between the river Parts, and the grea sr river Oder, which has its fource in Silefia, and i 1 in this place very deep and rapid. The lofs ofShullemburg appeared inevitable: hi) ftill rtrove all he could to extricate himfelf from thi:; extremity by one of thole turns of art, which are a:: 
valuable as vidtorious, and the more glorious, becaufi t fortune has no ffiare in them. He had not abov«" four thoufand men left; a mill, which he filled will- ii granadiers, lay on his right band, and a morafs or s 
his left.; he had a Folfe before him, and his real: guard was upon the banks of the Oder. He had nc i bridges of boats to throw over the river, but in the i: evening gave orders for planks. Charles upon hii t arrival immediately attacks the mill in full perfuafiom: 
that, after he had taken it, the Saxons muft eithet u periffi in the river, or die fword in hand, or at lead ‘ furrender themfelves prifoners at difcretion with* 
their generals. In the mean while the planks were got-1 
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ady, and the Saxons patted the Oder over tberndn ic night; and when Charles had forced the mill* vie 
>nnd no more of the enemys army. The two 
mgs honoured this retreat with their commendati- ns, and it is fpoke of to this day in the empire ith admiration. And Charles could not help faying, 'bullemburg has conquered ns to day. 

But what was thus glorious to Shullemburg, was t very little fervice to king Auguttus. He once Lore abandoned Poland to his enemies, withdrew in- i Saxony, and repaired the fortifications of Drefden jth precipitation, already with reafon trembling for 
He capital of his hereditary dominions. 

(Thus was Poland lubdued by Charles XII. His meral after his example had beaten feveral fmall 
adies of Mufcovites in Courland, who ever fince ic great battle of Narva had not ttiewn themfelves a in fmall companies and made war in thofe quar- rs like the vagabond Tartars, who plunder and in away, and appear again but to fly again. 
; The confecration was folemnized quietly and mag- ficently Oflober 4, I'Oj, in the town of Warfaw, Hmvithftanding the ufualcuftom in Poland of crown- ig their kings at Cracow. Staniflaus Lecfinlky and s wife Charlotte Opalinska were confecrated king |d queen of Poland by the hands of the Archbilhop Leopold, aflifted by feveral other prelates. Charles II. was prefent at the ceremony incognito, as he had ten at the eleflion ; the only fruit he reaped from 
JiconqueAs. Whiltt he was thus giving a king to the conquered ales, and Denmark did not prefume to trouble him ; 
hiltt the king of Pruffia courted his friendlhip, and uguftus was retired to his hereditary dominions; the , zar grew every day more formidable. He had : sbly attifted Acgultus in Poland, but had made 
?werful diverfions in Ingria. ■ He not only began to be a great foldier hirofelf, but 
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alfo to teach his Mufcovites the art of war : di{&p line was eftabiifhed in his troops : he had great en gineers, aferviceable artiliary, and a great many goo*; officers; and had learnt the great art of fubfiflin his armies. Some of his generals both knew how ti fight, and if occafion required, to decline it ; aqi 
befides, he had got together a fleet which was abl to make head againft the Swedes in the Baltic fea. [ Grown flrong by all ihefe advantages which weri owing to his genius only, and the abfence of th» king of Sweden, he took Narva by aflault, on Au i gull 21, 1704. after a regular fiege, having prevent > ed its being relieved either by fea or land. As foo;; as the foldiers were maliers of the town,' they fell t< t plunder, and gave themfelves up to the molt enor jr mous barbarities. The Czar ran fron; place to plac t to put a flop to the diforder and maffacre. He him | 
felf fnatchedjhe women out of the hands of the fol j diers, who were going to cut their threats, after hav 1 ing ravifhed them. He w is even obliged to kill will 1 his own hands feveral Mufcovites, who did not hear h ken to his orders. They yet fhew the table in th t 
townhoufe at Narva, upon which he laid his fword it as he entered, and tell the words, which he fpoke t* ( the citizens, who flocked thither after him : It is not a fays he, with the blood of tht inhabitants, that my /work it- is ftained, but with that of the Mufcovites, which \ t have Pied to faveyonr lives. The Czar alpired farther than the deftruflion o towns. He was at that time laying the foundation of a city hot far from Narva, in the midft of his nev t conquefts. This was the city of Petersburg, whici i he has fince made the feat of his refidence, and thil Center of his trade. 

The Czar, in thus forming hijnfelf new dominions 4 held out ftill an helping hand to king Au^uftus, whs t' was loafing his; he perfuaded him by general Pa-ii kul, who had lately palfed into the fervice of Mufco : vy, and was then the Czars embalfiidor in Saxon; fc, 
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llfl come to Grodno to confer with him once more u- In the unhappy ftate of his affairs. King Auguftus ne thither with fome troops, attended by General Ltllemburg,. whofe paffage over the Oder had ren- red him Lmous in the north, and in whom he iced his Lft hopes. The Czar arrived, with an ndred thoufand men marching after him. The two MVirChs formed new fchemes cf war. King Au- 

(tus, as he was dethroned, Avas no longer afraid of afpcratihg the Poles by giving up their country to ufcovite troops. It was refolved that the Czar’s my Ihould be divided into feveral bodies to oppofe ery motion of the king of Sweden. During the ne of this interview, king Auguftus inftituted the ' der of the White Eagle, a weak expedient to draw »jpver to his interell certain Polilh lords, who were a tnore deftrons of real advantages, than a mere nomi- i gal honour, which becomes ridiculous, when held of ii i prince, who has nothing left to a king but the ii) title. The conference of the two kings ended in an if extraordinary manner. The Czar departed fuddenly, iifcnd left his troops to his ally, to go and extinguilh a Rebellion in perfon, which threatened him in Adracan. .5 tie was fcarce gone from him, before king Auguftus ,■! prdered Patkul to be taken up at Drefden. All Eu- 
jl ope were in amaze, that, contrary to the laws of ng- . :ions, and in appearance, to his own intereft, he Ihould venture to imprifon the embaffador of the only prince who proteifted him. 

'j The fee ret of the affair was thus. Patkul proferih- :d in Sweden for having maintained the privileges of ■..j jivonia his country, had been general to king Au- !ij juilus ; hut his high and active fpirit ill agreeing with He haughty difpofitiotl of General Fleming, the kings ■m favourite, more imperious and more active than him- \felf, he had palfed into the fervice of the Czar, ,, whofe general he then was and embaflador to {knguftus. He was a man of great difcernmetH 
nd had difeovered that the views ot Fleming 
 1  
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and the chancellor of Saxony, were to ofTenl peace to the king of Sweden at any rate. He formeol immediately a defign to prevent them, and to brinal about an accommodation between the Czar and S.ve H den. The chancellor countermined his projedl, anctl obtained leave to feize upon his perfon. King Au-ft gulhts told the Czar, that Patkul was a perfidiouaj wretch, and would betray them both. However, h« had no other fault, but that of having ferved hisnewjt mailer too well; but an unfeafonable piece of fervic® is often recompenfed with the punilhment of treafon. t In the mean while the hundred thOufand Mufcovites l1 

on one fide, divided into feveral fmall bodies, burn|t and ravaged the ellates of the adherents to Staniflausj i. and Shullemburg on the other was advancing with l his ffelh troops. But the fortune of the Swedes., dif- ■ pei fed thefe two armies in lefs than two months, ti Charles XII. and Staniflaus fell upon the feparatar bodies of the Mufcovites, one after another ; lb brilk* 1 Jy, that one Mufcovite general was beaten before hen knew of the defeat of his companion. No obllacle could put a flop to theprogrefs of that conqueror. If he found a river in his way betwixt ft him and the enemy, Charles and his Swedes would, s fwim their horfes over it. One party of Swedes took, s the baggage of Auguftus to which were too hundred, if thoufand crowns, of filver coin ; Staniflaus made a feizure of eight hundred thoufand ducats belonging'?! to Prince Menzico the general of the MufcovitesJ s Charles at the head of his horfe would often march i; thirty leagues in four and twenty hours, every foldier St leading another horfe in his hand to mount, when his 
own was weary. ThcMufcovites, terrified and reduce:di; ? to a fmall number, fled in diforder beyond the Borif- ji thenes. Whilft Charles was thus driving the Mulcovitef1 . before him into the heart of Lithuania, Shullemburg at lall repafled the Oder, and came at the head of twenty thoufand men to give battle to the grand; t> 
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, :Mare£chal Renchild, who was looked «poa as the bell - general Charles XII had, and was called the Parme-1 

4 trio of the Alexander of the north. Thefe two fa- ■‘*nous generals, who feemed to fhare in the fate of 
. their mafters, met near Punitz in a place called Fra- 

.jtfenlfad, a territory already fatal to the troops of Au- t guftus. Renchild had no more than thirteen battali- /Dns and two and twenty fquadrons, which all tog&* 
ij ther made about ten thoufand men : and Shullem- », burg bad twice as many. It is to be obferved, that a he had in his army between fix and feven thoufand 
t^Iufcovites, which had long been-difciplined in Sax- i; any, and were looked upon as experienced foldiejs, j who joined the German difcipiine to the Ruffian fierce- ii^iefs^ The battle of Fravenftad was fought on Fe- bruary 12, 1706. But this very general Shullemburg, 1 who with four thoufand men had in a manner eluded Vme fortune of the king of Sweden, funk under that 
bf general Renchild. The engagement hftcd not >|l quarter of an hour, the Saxons did not fefift a mo* bent, and the Mufcovites threw down their arms u- 
bo.n the firfl: appearance of the Swedes; the terror l yas fo fudden, and the diforder fo grbat, that the | onquerors found upon the field of battle feven thog- bnd fufees all charged, which they had thrown- away 

without firing. No defeat was ever quicker, more (ompleat, and more'fhameful ; and yet no general had ■sJ :ver made a finer difpofition than Shullemburg that j 3ay, by the confeffion of all the Saxons and Swedifh officers, who learnt by. the confequence how little lufnan prudence is miftrefs of events. ' Among the prifoners there was found an entire re* jiment of Frenchmen ; thefc wretches had been taken 
arifoners by the troops of Saxony in 1704, at the lamous battle of Hocfted, fo fatal to the grandtur of Lewis XIV. They had fince enlifled themfclves into the fervice of K. Auguftus, who had formed them into a regiment of dragoons, had given the command 
of them to a Frenchman of the family of Joycufc. 



   r 
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The colonel was killed upon the or rather th< 
only charge of the Swedes ; and the entire regiment were made prifoners of war. From that day thefe Frenchmen defired that they might be allowed to ferv« 
Charles XII. and were received in his fervice by a Angular fate, which referved them to change agair their conqueror and mafter. 

As to the Mufcovites they begged for life nporM their knees ; but Renchild ordered them to be inhu*H manly maflacred in cold blood above fix hours af'elK the battle, to revenge on them the violences of thei*t countrymen, and dii'encumber himfelf of a number ol prifoners he knew not what to do with. But though the troops of Charles XII. lived undei ,• 
fo fevere a difeipline, that they plundered not the towns which were carried by allault, before they had i leave ; that they even plundered in a regular man- ner, and left upon the firfi fignal, and the Swedes tb ( this day boaff of the difeipline they obferved in Sax4 i ony ; yet^he Saxons complain of moft terrible rava4 ,( ges committed by them ; contradictions w hich it; would be itnpofiible to reconcile, if we did not con-*; /ider that men are apt to look upon the fame objefti 1 

with different views. It can fcarce be conceived but that the conquerors muff at fome times have tranfgref- .fed the rules of decency ; and the conquered fhould l eenfure the flighteft damages, as the moft fhocking mjuries. One day, as the king was riding out near;1 .■Lipfic, a Saxon peafant threw himfelf at his feet to. .afk juftice of him againft a grenadier, who had juft1; taken from him what he had defigned for his family’s dinner. The king ordered the foldier to be brought! before him, stfmi is it iru? fays he,'with a Jfert£\ countenance, that you have robbed this man P fir, fays 1 

the foldier, 1 have not done him fo much mifekisf, as 1' your majefiy has done his maftcr ; you have taken a king-' *■ dom from him, and I have only taken a turkey from this- fellow. The king gave the poor man ten ducats with;1 

his own hand, and pardoned the foldier for the bold-] * 



CHARLES XII. B. III. * .6; !i fiefs of his reply, faying, Remember, friend, if 1 rbavt taken a kingdom from king Augujhts, I have taken i nothing for myfelf . £ King Auguftus wahdring in Poland, and deprived it once both of his kingdom and deflorate, at hit 
‘Wrote a letter with his own hand to Charles XII. to ask a peace. This letter he fecretly fent by Baron ;lmhof and Monf. Finften, referendary of the privy * Council; his two plenipotentiaries came by night to 
Charles XII’s camp, and had a private audience. 
® The king read the letter, and, gentlemen, fays he to plenipotentiaries, I ’will give you my .anfwer ip a poment. He ftrait retired into his cabinet, and wrote1 

! *s follows : 
’T Confent to give peace upon the following conditions, 
X in which it muft not be expelled that I Jhall make 3 the leaf alteration: n-1. r • • 
y p m . ' ful king, and that he promije never to remount the throne, not even after the death of Stanijlaus. JI II. That he renounce all other treaties, and parti- ; tularly thofe he has made with Mujcovy. 
N HI. That he fend back •with honour into my camp the " Prince Sobiejky, and all the prifners he has been able i take'. 11 i IV. That he deliver into my hqnds all the deferiers, ,3 tabicb have entered into his fervice, and particularly 

, ’John Patkul; and that all proceedings bejlopped againjl .'I '{itch as have paffed from his fetvice into mine. 
1 He gave this paper to count Piper, charging him ; to negotiate the reft with the plenipotentiaries of king 
’ Augultus. '; W.hilft this peace was filently negotiating in Sax- , ■ ony, fortune feemed to put king Auguftus into a con- i dition of obtaining one more honourable, and of • 

^ 3   

. That king Auguflus renounce for ever the crown Poland; that he acknowledge Staniflaus as law- 
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of treating with his conqueror upon a more equa" footing. Prince Menzicoff, generaliffimo of the Mufcovitc army, brought him into Poland a body of thirty thoufand men, at a time when he not only did nol defire their afliflance any longer, but even feared it. In this nice circumftance there appeared in view of the army, one of the Sftedifti generals, named Maderfield, at the head of ten thoufand men at Ca- li(h, near the palatinate of Pofnania. Prince Men- zicoff prelfed king Auguftus to give them battle. Thet King in the utmoft perplexity delayed it under feve- ral pretexts ; for though the enemy had but one third i): number, there were four thoufand Swedes in Mader- i field’s army, and that was enough to render the e- t vent doubtful; and to fall upon the Swedes during p' the negotiation, and lofe the vitflory, was to ruin r him pad all redemption. He therefore determined to fend a perfon upon whom he could rely to the ge- £> neral of the enemy, to let him into part of the fe- «ret of the peace, and advife him to retreat ; but this mi advice had a very different effeft from what was ex- pedfed. General Maderfield imagined that a fnare i> was laid to inrimidate him, and upon the bare force r cf that imagination he refolved to risk the Ijattle. k The Mufcovites that day conquered the Swedes in t 

a pitched battle for the firft time. This viiflory, which king Auguftus gained ^Imoft againfl his own II inclination, was compleat, and he entered triumph- « anf in the midft of his b^d fortune into Warfaw, for- t merly the capital of this kingdom, but then a difman- . t ^ tied and ruined town, ready to receive any conqueror, i and to acknowledge the flrongeft for king. He w>as % tempted to feize upon this moment of profperity, anti i to fall upon the king of Sweden in Saxony v-ith the t Mufcovite army. But upon recolledtion, that Charles !« XII. was at the head of a Swedifh army, which till then had been invincible, that the Mufcovitcs.-would 1 j forfake him upon the full information of the treaty ; 



CHARLES XII. B. III. 67 
he hid begun; that Saxony, his hereditary domini- ons, already exhaufted of men and money, would be ; equally ravaged by the Mufcovites anckSwedes; that j the empire taken up in a war with France could not 

jr aflift him; that he (hould be left without dominions, t money, or friends; he judged it better to comply 
1 tvith the terms the king of Sweden Ihould impofe u- j ipon him. 7'hefe terms were made more fevere, when 1. Charles had imformation, that king Auguftushad fal- . Jen upon his troops during the negotiation. His paf- 
; ifion and the pleafure of humbling an enemy ftill more, 
c |lvho had gained an advantage over him, made him i the more inflexible upon all the articles of the treaty. . ;Thus the vi<5tory of king Augultus ferved only to . render his fituation the more unfortunate, a circum- . itance which in all probability never happened to any 
1 one but himfelf. i * He had juft fung Te Deum at Warfaw, when Fin- , jflen, one of his plenipotentiaries, arrived from Sax- 
. ony, with the treaty of peace, which deprived him 1 of his crown. Auguftus paufed a while, but figned . it, and thenfet out for Saxony, in vain hopes, that . his prefeqce might foften the king of Sweden, and . that his enemy would perhaps call to mind the anti- «nt alliances of their houfes, and the blood which u- iisnited them. The two princes firft met at Guntersdorf in Count 

Piper’s quarters, without any ceremony. Charles XII. •was in Jack boots, with a piece of black taflety tied *ound his neck inftead of a cravat; his cloths were as ufual made of a coarfe blew cloth, with brafs buttons. He had a long fword by his fide, which had ferved him in the battle of narva, and upon the pummel of which he would often lean. The conyerfation turned wholly upon this ftrange kind of drels, and thofe great boots. Charles XII. told king Auguftus, he had not laid them afide for fix years, except when he went to 
•fleep. J'hefo.trifles were the foie difeourfe, that palled 
 l    
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between two kings, whereof one had taken away the ! 

crown from the other. Auguftus fpoke all the while With an air of complaifance and fatisfatfion, which princes and great men accudomedto bufinefs know how ' to put on in the midftof the molt cruel mortifications, t The two kings dined together fevt ral times afterwards. -Charles always affedted to give the right hand to kingih Auguftus ; but fo far from foftening the rigour of hist- demands, that he made them ftill harder. He obliged i«8 the King Eledtor, not only to fend Staniflaus the jew* els and records of the crown, but withal to write him i1" a letter of congratulation upon his acceflion. And he *■ abfolutely infilled upon giving up of general Patkul f without cfelay. Auguftus therefore was forced to write his rival the following letter. 
Sir and Brother, AS I ought to have regard to the requefls of the king j- cf Sweden, 1 cannot avoid congratulating your, (fe tnajedy upon your accejjion to the crown, though perbapt \ the advaiitagious treaty the King of Sweden has lately con- -to eluded for your majejly, might have excujedme from this j correfpwdence : however, I congratulate your majejly, if: befeeching God, that your fubjetts may be more faithful C 

to you than they have been to me, Lipfic. Ap. 8. Augustus King. • 
* 7°7- 

STANISLAUS anfwered. 
Sir and Brother, THE corre/pondence of your majejly is a frejh ol- j h' ligation which I owe to the king of Sweden ; 

7 have a jujljenje of the compliments you make me'Upon ; my corning to the crown: and J hope my fubjetfs Wf(/ , hale no room to fail of their fedility towards me as I 
Jhall obferve the laws of the kingdom. Stanislaus king of Poland. 

King Staniflaus came hipnfelf to Lipfic, where he 
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i one day met King AuguRus; but the two princes bow- i ed to each other without fpeaking. This was the . heighth of Charles XHth’s triumph, to fee two kings in his court, whereof one had been crowned, and the other dethroned by his arms. , Auguftus was farther obliged to order all the magif- , trates under him not to treat him as king of Poland .iany longer, and to efface the title he renounced, out 1 iof the public prayers. He was lefs concerned about , fetting the Sobielkies at liberty; though thefe princes, 

1 .upon coming out of prifon, refufed to fee him ; but 
:;*he facrifice of Patkul was a circumftance of great | mortification. The Czar on one fide loudly demand* , led him back as his embafiador, and on the other the 'King of Sweden made terrible threats, if they refufed to give him up to him. Patkul was then fhut up in the Joaftle of Konifting in Saxony. King Auguftus thought , die might find an expedient to fatisfy Charles XII. and his own honou'’ at the fame time. He fent his guards , to deliver up t!.* unhappy prifontr to the Swedifh ‘troops; but lent before a fecret order to the governor of Konifting to Let him efcapc. Patkuls ill fortune took ^ !place of the care that u'as taken.to fave him. The j ' governor knowing him to be very rich, would have ; had him bought his liberty. But the prifoner relying I ftiil upon the law of nations, and informed of the in- tentions of King Auguftus, refufed to pay for what 1 he thought he fhould obtain for nothing. During this interval, the guards appointed to feize upon him ar- > rived, and immediately gave him up to four Swedilh 1 ’ Officers, who carried him ftraight to the generals quar- 5 ters at Alrnftad, where he continued three months tied to a ftake with a heavy chain of iron; and thence , he was carried to Cafimir. Charles XII. forgetting that Patkul was the Czars ’ j. embaffador; and confidering only that he was born this fubjedt, ordered a council of war to pafs fentence upon him with the utmoft rigour. He was condemned 

to be broke alive and quarterd. A chaplain came to 
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Jet him know, that he was to die, withoirt informin lum of the manner of his punilhment. Upon the infor 
mation, this man, who had braved death in fo man; battles, finding himfelf alone with a prielt, and hi courage no longer fupported by glory or paflion thi fources of intrepidity, poured out a flood of tears intt .■ 
the chaplains bofom. He was engaged to a Saxon Jadyi . named Madam D Enfilden, who had all the advanta- 
ges of birth, merit and beauty, and v/hom he ha^ thoughts of marrying much about the fame time that he was given up to punifliment. He defired the chap- , Jain to wait upon her, to comfort her, and aflure het that he died full of the tendered regards fcr her. When \ he was led to the place of punilhment, and faw the wheels and (takes prepared for his execution, he fell ,> into convulfions of terror, and threw himfelf into the t 
arms of theminifier, who embraced him, and covered: r him with his cloak, and wept over him. A Swedilh , officer then read aloud a paper, which contained thej. following words. _ ! i This is to declare, that the exprefs order of his Ma- \; |t jefly, our rr.rJl merciful Lord is, that this man, who is j 
a traitor to his country, be broke upon the wheel and |, quartered, for the reparation of bis .crimes, and for an \ example to others; that every one mayjake care of trea- • Jon, and faithfully Jerve his king. At the words, moft > merciful Lord, Patkul cryed out, What mercy ? and at j t. thofe of traitor to his country; alas, fays be, Have i i ferved it too ’well. He received fixteen blows, and . endured the longed and mod dreadful tortures, that . j. can be imagined. Thus died the unfortunate John r Renold Patkul, embadador and general to the Empe«- ‘. ror of Mufcovy. His members were quartered, and remained expof-.- ed upon gibbets, till 1713, when Augudus having'- 

regained his throne, ordered thefe teflimonies of the neceflity he was reduced to at Alrandad to be collected together. They were brought to 1 

him in a box to Warfaw, in prefence of the french 
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mbaffador. The King of Poland (hewing the box to i be minider, faid Amply to him, See the tnembers of 

< %tkul, without any addition of blame or complaint, r without any of the perfons prefent venturing to i peak upon fo tender and fo mournful a fubjetf. 
x (Charles behaved in the fame manner towards ge- neral Fleming, the favourite, and fince the firfl mini- 
(fer of king Augudus.' Fleming was born in the Swe* ‘ ilh Pomerania; and though from his infancy he had «een attached to the Eleftor of Saxony, Charles look- ed upon him always as hii fubjefl, and had long (•■emanded him to be given up to him. Fleming, when ijfe law his mader in a condition of refufing nothing « led into Pruflia, from whence he wrote a letter to t iing Staniflaus, with whom he had been acquainted 

a Poland, to beg of him, that he would prevail with < pe king of Sweden to layaf,de his refentmentsagairdt i iim. Staniflaus applied in his favour with warmth, 1 fid for eight days fucceflively repeated his entreaties, Without any efledl ; at lad he almofl: threw bimfelfat 
ic feet of Charles, who faid to him, My brother, at !• par requejl I grant you his life: but remember, yon 

it \ill one day repent of what you have done. Indeed ■J leming did afterwards ferve his matter againft Stan- 1 laus, much beyond what his duty obliged him to. ■ j About the fame time one Paikel, a Livonian, and i 1 officer in the Saxon troops, who was taken prrfo- !;ler in the field, was condemned at Stockholm by a t jecree of the lenate ; but his fentence was only to j pfe his head. This difference of punifhment in the t ime cafe ihewed too much, that Charles, in putting j atkul to fo cruel a death, had fought more to ro • ienge himfell than to punilh him. Flowever, Paikel, fter his condemnation, propofed to the fenate, to :t the king into the feciet of making gold, in cafe ie would pardon him. He made the experiment in ij Srifon io prefence of colonel Hamilton and the magif- 1 ptes of the town ; and, whether it was that he had h reality difcovered any fifeful art, or whether he 
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had found out one but that of deceiving phufihlyll which feems moil probable,they carried the gold whicfl was found at the bottom of the crucible to the min at Stockholm, and made a report fo juridicially, an which appeared fo important, that the queer, grand t ‘ .mother of Charles, ordered the execution to be ful pended, till the king being informed of this partial larky, (hould fend his orders to Stockholm. The king made anfwer, That he had refufid th pardon of a criminal to the intreatiesof his friends, am he would never grant that to inter eft, •which he had deni edto friendjhip. This inflexibility had fomething in i 
very heroical in a prince, who otherwife thought th fecret poflible. When it 'vas told king Auguttus, h faid. He did not •wondei- that the king of Sweden ha, fo much indifference about the philofophers ft one; be hit found it in Saxony. It was propcfed in the Czar’s council to make rei I taliation by treating the Swedilh officers, who wen it prifoners at Mufcow, in the fame manner. But thi if 
Czar would not confent to a barbarity, which woult e- have been attended with fuch fatal circumftan » ces; there was more Mufcovites prifoners in Sweden Sr 
than Swedes in Mufcovy. He fought for a more advantageous revenged Tht: body of his enemy’s army lay idle in Saxony. Lei tr venhaup, the king of Sweden’s general, who was lef -c in Poland with about twenty thoufand men, was no t able to guard the paifes in a country without forts r. and full of fa&ions, Stanifiaus was in the camp oi ■ Charles XII. The emperor of Mufcovy feizes upoi itu this conjumfhire, and re-enters Poland with abovj H' fixty tboufand men ; he divides them into feveralboj b. dies, and marches with a flying camp as far as Leo i pold, which was not garrifoned by the Swedes. Poland had then two primates, as well as two kings the one nominated by Auguflus, the other by Stamfj p, laus. The Primate, nominated by Auguftus, fummon; <‘- 
ed the Alfembly of Leopold, anddrew thither all thol s 
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l Vhom this unfortunate prince had abandoned by the i »eace of Alranftad, with fuch as the Czars money >|iad brought over to his interelt, and it was propof- fd to eleil a new king. So that Poland was upon the : wint of Jiaving three kings at a time, without be- ; ng able to fay which was the true one. 
; During the conferences of Leopold, the Czar uni- ed intereft with the Emperor of Germany thro’ the i pmmon fear they had of the king of Sweden, fecret- w obtained of him a number of German officers. »' fhefe came daily to make a confiderable augmentati- n in his forces, by bringing with them experience i Did difeipline. He engaged them to his fervice by | Seat rewards; and for the better encouragement of ! Is own troops, he gave his pifhire fet round with j aamonds to all the general officers and colonels, jho had fought at the battle of Califfi ; the lower ^ ficers had medals of gold, and every private fol- . icr a medal of filver. Thefe monuments of the jjldtory at Califli were all ftruck in his new town of 
•| jetersburg, where arts and fciences flouriffied in pro ■ . brtion as he trained up his troops to a fenfe of emu- ■i ition and glory. The confulion, multiplicity of faftions, and conti- i,jUal ravages prevailing in Poland, hindredthe diet of , eopold from coming to any refolution. The Czar . anflated it to Lublin. But the change of place did 
jiipt lelTen the diforders and uncertainty, which all , iankind were in ; and the affembly fatisfied them- , Jves.with neither owning Augufhvs, who had ab- ... Icated, nor Staniflaus who had been eleifled a- , jiinft their inclinations; but they were neither fuffi- .. -ently united, nor refolute enough to name another 
■1 Ing- King Staniflaus fet out from Alranflad on the i yth F .July 1707, with general Renchild, fixteen Swedifh Sgiments, and abundance of money, to appeafe all ' sefe troubles in Poland, and make himfelf peaceably 

i, :vned. He was acknowledged wherever he puffed ; 



74 THE HISTORY OF the difcipllne of his troops, which the better expoSi the barbarity of the Mufcovites,. gained him the pe« pies inclinations; his extreme affability re-united i him almoft all the fadlions, in proportion as it wj known; and his money procured him the great^ part of the army of the crown. The Czar fearir he (hould want provifions in a country, which lit troops had laid defolate, retired into Lithuania, uhej he had appointed the rendezvous of the leveral bra^ ches of his army, and eftablifhed magazines. Tb, retreat left king Staniflaus in the peaceable poflcflld of almoft all Poland. The only one, who then troubled him in his dc t minions, was count Siniaulky, grand general of th ; crown, of the nomination of Auguftus. He was perfon of very great abilities, and as much ambitioi i. and was at the head of a third party. He neithi . 
owned Auguftus nor Staniflaus ; and after having uft . his utmoil efforts to make himfelf eledled, he wr contented to be head of a piny, as he could not tt, king; The troops cf the crown, who continued ur | der his cowhand, had fcarce any other pay, befid^ |, the liberty of ravaging their own country with in: punity. And all who had fuffered from their pluti,, oer, or were apprehenfive of it, prefently fubmitte [ to Staniflaus, whofe power was daily confirmed. The king cf Sweden was then receiving ernbafU jj, dors in his camp at Alranftad, from almoft all tli t princes in Cbriftendom. Some defired him to qu the dominions of the empire, and others prefted hit ^ to turn his arms againft the Emcpror ; and it wat then a current report, that be defigned to join wit L France, in depreffing the houfe of Auftria. Among! ;■ fhefe embaffadors, was the fimous John duke c Marlborough, fent by Anne queen of Great Britain t This man, who never laid a liege to a town wBiqj} he did not take, nor fought a battle which he di. not gain, was at St. James’s a perf&ft courtier, th , 

head of a party in parliament, and in foreign conn 
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«iries the moft able negotiator of his time. He did " 'ranee as much mifehief by his underftanding, as by >! ds arms; and Fagel, fecretary of the Hates general, 1: t.man of very great merit, has been heard to fay, that »nore than once the dates general having refolved to <jppofc what the duke of Marlborough was to lay be- c ore them ; the duke came, fpoke to them in French, a n which language he exprefled himfelf very ill, and 
il rought them all into his. fentimeuts. >' In cbnjunflion with prince Eugene, the companion his viidories, and Heinlius the grand penfionary Holland, he fupported all the weight of theenter- ^ irizes of the allies againd France. He knew that J Aharles was exafperated againd the empire and the a ^mperor ; that he was fecretly folllcited by the French; i nd that if the conqueror fhould join himfelf to Lewis t^IV. the allies would be undone. ■ ’Tis true, that Charles had given his word in 1700, it !ot to intermeddle in the war of Lewis XIV. with i he allies : but the duke of Marlborough did not bc» « teve, that any prince would be fo great^a fi^vc to his <l lord, as not to facrifice it to his grandeur and in- 1 :refh He therefore fet out from the Hague, with a it lefign to found the intentions of the king of Sweden. ; As foon ashe wasarrived at Lipfic, where Charles ilien was, he applied himfelf fecreiTy, not to Count iii?iperthe find miniller, but to Baron t.oens, who ji f-gan to fhare the king’s confider.ee with Piper. He i iold Goerts, that the defign of the allies was very : bortly to propofe to the king of Sweden, to be a fe- ll :ond time mediator between them and France. He f aid this, in hopes of difeovering by Goerts anfwer, « he king’s intentions, and becaufe he ebufe much ra- il .her to have Charles for an arbitrator than an enemy. ; ■it lall, he had his public audience at Lipfic. ;> Upon his firft addrefs to the king, he told him in i french, that he (hould think himfelf happy, if be 
a could be taught under his orders, what he yet want- ed to know in the art of war. He then bad a pri- 
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vate audience of an hour long, in which fpoke in German, and the duke in French. Th duke, who was never in hafte to make propofitioni and had learnt by a long courle of experience, tl| art of penetrating into the fentiments of mankinc and finding out the fecret connexion between the! inmoft thoughts and their adlions, geftures, and dil courle, fixed his eyes attentively upon the king, whe: i he fpoke to him of war in general. He thought h. perceived in his majefty a natural averfion toward l France,and obferved that he was plealed w hen he talke* if of theconqueltsof the allies. He mentioned the Cza ; 
to him, and took notice, that his eyes always kini t died at his name, notwithftanding the moderation o fi the conference ; and he farther remark’d that a maj | of Mufcovy lay before him upon the table. H > wanted no more to determine him in his judgment * that the real defign of the king of Sweden, and hi' k foie ambition, were to dethrone the Czar, as he ha«i, already done the K. of Poland. He underftood, tha*. he had no other views, by continuing in Saxony« than to impofe by that means certain hard laws upois the Emperor of Germany. But he knew that thu- Emperor would comply with them, and that thus mat t ters would be eafily made up. He left Charles XII i. to his natural inclination; and being fatisfied witfcI. having difcovered his intentions, he made him n<;:. kind of propofal. The king, who had not as yet experienced ill fori t. tune, or even any interruption of his fuccelles, thought j that one year would be fufficient for dethroning tht L Czar, and that then he might return and raife him**! felf by his own power to the dignity of arbiter oil Europe ; but h&had a mind fird to bring down the. Ipirit of the Emperor of Germany. Count Zober, the Emperor’s chamberlain, had fpoke. very difrefpedlfully of the king of Sweden, in "the . prefence of the Swedifii emballador at Vienna. The , 

Emperor had made amends, though much againll hjs; * 



, CHARLES XTL B. III. .77 !Will,by banifhingthe count. But thi? would not fatijfy the king of Sweden ; he infilled upon the delivery oi count Zober into his hands. The pride of the court of Vienna was obliged to floop, and give the count to the king, who fent him back, after having kept him fometime a prifoner at Sietin. The Emperor, who was forced to make this and otlwr conceflions, abfolutely complied with the will of Charles XII. was named Jofeph, the eldell fon of Leopold, and brother to the wife Emperor Charles VI. who fucceeded him. , Count Wratiflaw,- his embafiador with Charles iXH. brought the treaty to Leipfic in favour of (he Silefians, figned by his mailer’s own hand. Charles 
(then faid, he was fatisfied, and was the Emperor’s (very good friend. However, he was much dii’gul'ted t fit the oppofition he had found from Rome upon evc- ; ry occafion. He looked with the utmoll contempt !ipon the weaknefs of that court, which being at irefent an irreconcilable enemy to one half of Europe, s always in dillrull of the other, and fupports its jifcredit only by its skill in negotiations. In the mean In lime he meditated revenge. He told count Wratif- t law, that the Swedes had formerly conquered Rome, I »nd had not degenerated as Rome had done. And i je let the Pope know, that he would one day demand 

tfijjack the effeifls which Queen Chriftina had left at Rome. One cannot tell how far this young conque- ror would have carried his refentments and his arms, )k! f fortune had profpered his defigns. Nothing then [i ippeared impollible to him. He had even fent pri- arately feveral officers into Afia, and as far as ./Egypt, o take the plan of the towns, and inform him of the clrength of thofe countries, ’Tis certain that if any »ne could have overturned the empire of the Perfi- ii.ns and Turks, and then have palled into Italy, it t ivas Charles XII. He was as young as Alexander, : ;s much a foldier, and as enterprifing ; but more in- 
defatigable, more robult, and more vinuoits; and 
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the Swedes perhaps exceeded «he Macedonians: ba|| fuch projects, which are looked upon with afionilhjj ment, when attended with fuccefs, are treated ail chimaera’s when they want it. At laft, all difficulties being removed, and whatfl ever he had a mind to be executed ; after havinut humbled the Emperor, given law in the empire pro teded the Lutharian religion in the midft of Roman eatholicks, dethroned one king, crowned another 
Snd feen himfelf the terror of all the princes arount him, he prepared for his departure. The pleafure » of Saxony, where he had lain idle a full year, hat (> made no alteration in his manner of living. H< i mounted on horfe-back three times a day, role a four in the morning, drefled himfelf alone, drank j no wine, fat at table but one quarter of an hour, ex-1 ercifed his troops every day, and knew no other p!ea< c fure, but that of making Europe tremble. The Swedes did not yet know, whether their king h would lead ’em ; only it was fufpeded in the army, i that he might go to Mofcow. Some days before hist; departure, he ordered the grand marefchal of hi; i houlhold to give him in writting the rout from Lipit; fic. He paufed a while at that word, and thai i the marefchal might have no fufpicion of his projeflj i he added finding to all the capital cities of Emt, rope. The Marefchal brought him a lill of thenfalliti and at the head of them had aflefted to put in greaj it letters, The road from Lipfic to Stockholm. The ge| u; nerality of the Swedes wilhed only to return thifher;l - but the king was far from the thought of carfying> them back into their own country. / fee frt Jay\ I he, whither you would lead me, but we Jhall not return ■t to Stockholm fo foon. i The army was already upon their march, and n palled near Drefden. Charles was at their head, andii 

riding, according to his cullom, about a quarter oi:i half a mile before his guards. They loft fight ole 
him all at once, and lonie of the officers fpurred or*. 
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rfheir horfes to fee where he was; but with all their^ j nquiry they could not find him. The whole army i siook the alarm in a moment. They made a halt, (md the generals met together; and whillt they were n great confternation, they learnt at hit from a Sax* i>n, who was palling by, what was become of him. 

He had a mind, as he palled fo near Drefden, to (Jnake a vilit to king Auguflus. He entred the town t »n h'orfeback, attended by three or four general of- »: Jeers, and went direftly to alight at the palace. He «vas got as far as the eleilors apartment, before it was i l^nown that he was in the town. General Fleming paving feen the king of Sweden at a diftance, had irjnlytime to run and inform his mailer. All that tiould be done on fuch an occafion was prefented to I. jhe idea of the rainiller, who laid it before Augullus ; j. »ut Charles entered the chamber in his boots, before ij^ugulius had time to recover from his furprife. He .{Was then fick, and in a night gown, but drelfed 
(lhimfelf prefently. Charles brekfalled with him as a •jj traveller, which came to take leave of his friendv'and a then he exprelfed his defire of viewing the fortificati- ».bns. During the little time that was taken up in f alking round them, a Livonian condemned in Swe- en, who ferved in the troops of Saxony, thought jj jje could never have a more favourable opportunity f, pf obtaining pardon, and begged of king Auguflus, jkoask it of Charles; being fully allured, that his .. inajefty could not refufe fo flight a requetl to a prince, from whom he had taken a crown, and in whofe power he then was. Augullus was eafily prevailed Upon to undertake it. He flood at a little diftance^ from the king of Sweden, and was difeourfing with 4 Hoord, a Swedilh general. / fays he fmiling, that your majler 'will not refufe me. You don't know him, replies general Hoord, he will rather refufe you here than any where elfe. Augullus, notwithlland- ing, asked a pardon for the Livonian, of the king, in very prelfing terms; and Charles denied him ia 



that he did not think fit to ask it li fccond time, After having pafTed fome hours in tbll odd kind of vifit, he embraced king Auguftus, at* took him leave. Upon his returning to his annji. he found all his general officers afiembled in a cour r cil of war, and asked the reafon. General Renchil 1 

told him, they had determined to befiege Drefdei r in cafe his majefty had been detained a prifonei Right, fays the king, they durjl not, they durft no. The next morning, upon the news that king Augufl l 
us-'held an extraordinary council at Drefden, Tot fee, fays Renchild, they are deliberating upon v>ha | they jhmtld have done yejierday. 

BOOK IV. 
CHarles at lad took leave of Saxony in Sep-* i tember 1707, followed by an army of three if and forty thoufandmen, formerly covered with fleelis but then fhining with gold and Jilver, and enriched I 
with the fpoiis of Pol. nd and Saxony. Every fbl-It dier carried with him fifty crowns in ready money jj 0, all the regiments were complcat, and not Only fo, I but in every company there was feveral fupernume-a raries, who waited for vacant places. Befides this: t army, count Levenhaup, one of his beft gendrals^it waited for hint in Poland with twenty thoufand men • and he had befides another army offifteen ti.oufand mi f- Finland ; and frefh recruits were coming to him from t Sweden. With all thefe forces it was not doubted but he muft dethrone the Czar; 

The Emperor of Mufcovy was then in Lithuania, i employed in keeping up the fpirits of a party, which i 
King Auguftus feemed to have renounced. His troops, •divided into feveral bodies, fled on all fides upon the firft report of the King of Swedens approach. He had himfelf advifed all his generals never to wait for the coming up of this conqueror with unequal force. 
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it . The king of Sweden in the midft of his vi«florious - nrch, received a folemn embalFy from the Turks. $ The embaflador had his audience in count Piper’s "i joarters ; for ’twas there always that ceremonies of Jiomp were performed. He fupported the dignity if his mailer by a magnificient appearance; and the •Jiing, who was always worfe lodged, worfe ferved, f ind more plainly clad than the meaneft officer in his t rmy, would often fay that his palace was Piper’s ti [uarters. The Turkilh emballador prefented Charles li i^ith an hundred Swedidi foldiers ; who having been it aken by the Calmucks, fold in Turkey, and redeem- j;d by the grand Seignior, were fent by him to the sting, as the moll agreeable prefent he could make ~ ilm; not that the Ottoman pride pretended to pay 

tomageto the glory of Charles XII. but becaufe the 
jSultan, a natural enemy to the Emperors of Mufcovy ind Germany, was defirous of ftrength’ning himfelf Igainti them by the friendfliip of Sweden, and the al- liance of Poland. The embaffador complimented Stanillaus upon bis advancement to the crown ; and Shus he was owned as king in a very little time by permany, France, England, Spain, and Turkey. iThere remained only the Pope, who before he ac- -knowledged him, was willing to wait, till time had , ettled the crowu upon his head, which a turn of Fortune might tlrike off. Charles had fcarce given audience to the embaffa- . dor ofthe Oottoroan port, before he began his march , in fearch of the Mufcovites. j Charles left Staniflaus in Poland with ten thoufand Swedes and his new fubjedts to affill him in the pre- fervation of his kingdom, againft his foreign and do- | Imeltic enemies ; for himfelf, he marched at the head 
of his borfe amidft ice and fnow towards Grodno in the month of January 1708. Charles furmounted all difficulties, advancing fliH 
towards the Boryfthenes. He met with twenty thou- fand Mufcovites in his'way intrenched in a place named 



pr THE HISTORY OF 
Hollofin, behind a mofafs, which could not be con: at without pafling a river. Charles did not wait fc the alfault till the reft of his infantry came up, be threw himfelf into the water at the head of his foe 
guards, and crolTed the river and the morafs, wit the water fornetimes above his Ihoulders. Whilft n thus marched againft the enemy, he ordered hishorl to pafs round the morafs, and fall upon them in flank l The Mufcovites in amaze, that no barrier could dt. i fend them, were at the fame time routed by the kinj ; on foot, and'by th? fwedifh horfe. The horfe having made their way through the e ii, nemy, joined the king in.the midft of the battle.' H | then mounted on horfeback, but fome time afteriind f ing a young fwedilb gentleman, named Gullenfliern R whom he very much efteemed, wounded in the field is and unable to march, he obliged himtotakehishorfe* I; and continued to command oir foot at the head of hi; i infantry. Of all the battles he had ever fought, thij i in all probability was the moft glorious, that wherei fc in he was expofed to the molt dangers, and when t he Ihewed the greateft abilities. The memory of i ! is preferved by a medal, with this infeription on oni l! fide, Sjhae, Paludesy aggeres, hojlis viBi y. and or 1 the other, Vittrices copeas alium laturus in orbem. tt The Mufcovites thus obliged to fly, repaired th< 1 Boryfthenenes, which feparates the dominions of Pol'i t. and from their own country. Charles loft no time inth< i purfuit, hecrolfed that great river after them at Mohi-C lou, the laft town in Poland, which fometimes beic longs to the Czar, and fometimes to the Poles, ac^J cording to the common fate of frontier places. i; The Czar thus feeing his empire, in which he was, giving birth to arts and trade, become a prey to war, which in a litfle time might ruin all his projedls, and perhaps take from him his throne, was inclined to ai peace, and even ventured fome propofals by a Polilh gentleman, whom be fent to the fwedilh army. Charles 
XII. who had not been ufed to grant peace to his i 
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•nemies, but in their capitals, only anfwered, Iwt!^ . real with the Czar at Mufcow. When this haughty an- : 'hver was reported to the Czar, my brother Charles, 

. 'ays he, ftill affetts to aft the Alexander ; but Matter 
t nyfelf, he will not find a Darius in me. About thirty miles northward from Mohilou, the t slace where the king crofled the Boryfthenes, along f he river, and ftill upon the frontiers of Poland and 

Mufcovy, is fituate the country of Sroolenlko, in which lies the great road from Poland to Mufcow. This way - the Czar recreated, and the king followed by long marches; and fo dole, that part of the rear guard of * the Mufcovites was frequently engaged with the drji- j goons of the Swcdifh van-guard. The latter had ge- Jjterally the advantage ; but they weakened themfelves i Sven by conquering in thefe fmall fkirmilhes, which 
; were never decifive, and in which they always loll a- l |>undance of men. ; On the 22d of September, in this year 1708, the .liking attacked a body of ten thoufand horfe, and fls ■fthoufand Calmouks near Smolenlko. The king fell (Upon them with only fix regiments of horfe, and four j^houfand foot; broke their ranks upon the firlt onfet ilat the head of his Oftrogothic regiment, and forced 
t, the enemy to retreat. He advanced upon them through rough and hollow ways, where the Calmouks lay hid ; i they then appeared again, and threw themfelves be- i, :ween the regiment where the king was fighting and 
4the red of the Swcdifh army. The Mufcovites and Calmouks in an inflant furrounded this regiment, and ftiade their way quite up to his majedy. They killed 
, lwo aids decamp, who fought near his perfon. The Icings horfe was Ihin under him ; and as one of his » equirries was prefenting him with another, both the equerrie and horfe were druck dead upon the fpot. Charles fought on foot, encircled by fome of his of- ,j fleers, who immediately flew to relieve him, by fur* 
grounding hinf. j , Several of them were taken, wounded or flain, or 
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carried off to a diftance from the king by the multi tude that fell upon them, fo that only five men wer left about him. He was quite fpent with fatigue, ha11 

ving killed above a dozn of the enemy with his owl hand, without receiving fo much as, one wound, b' that inexprefiible good fortune, which till then ha* • ever attended him, and upon which he ftill relied. A- Jaft, Colonel Dardoff forced his way through theCal; monks with a Angle company of his regiment, anc came time enough to difingage the king. The reft oi the Swedes put the Tartars to the fword; the ar-| my recovered its ranks, Charles mounted his horfe, i: 

and, fatigued as he was, purfued the Mufcovites twq t Icagues. The king appointed the rendezvous near the riven ^ Defna. Mizeppa prince of Ukrania promifed to meet t him there with thirty thoufand men, proper amuni- a, tioh and provifions and all his treafures, which are im- :ri mcnfly large. The fwedifti army therefore was order- t ed to march towards that fide of the country, to thej I: great aftoniftiment of all the officers, who knew no- t tiling of the kings treaty with the CofTacks. Charles1 ;r lent orders to Levenhaup, to bring up his troops, and provifions with all fpeed into Ukrania, where he defign*' ed to pafs the winter ; that having fecured that coun- try to himfelf, he might conquer Mufcovy the next fpring; and in the mean time he advanced towards the; 
river Drefna, which falls into theBoryfthenes at Kiou The obftaclesthey had hitherto encountred in their I march were trifles to thofe they met with in this new road. TheyAvere obliged to crofs a foreft full fifty leagues broad, which abounded in marches. General Lagercron, who marched before with five thoufand men and pioneers led the' army thirty miles eaftward out of the right way ; and they had marched four days before the king difcovered the miftake. With difficul- ty they did get into the right road again, but left al- molt all their artillery and waggons behind, which were either ftuck fall or quite funk in the mud. 
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They marched for twelve days in this painful and aborious manner, till they had eat up the little bif |uet that was left, and then they arrived quite fpent with hunger and wearinefs upon the banks of the Def- ta, in the place where Mazzepa had appointed to neet them ; but inftead of the prince, they found a tody of Mufcovites advancing towards the other fide 'if the river. The king was very much aftonilhed, »ut refolved immediately to pafs the Defna, and at 

iack the enemy. The banks of the .river were lo fteep, lhat they were obliged to let the foldiers down with ■ords; and they crolled it, acccording to their ufua! danner, fome by fwimming, and others on floais iallily made. The body of Mufcovites, which ar- lived at the fame time, were not above eight thou- 
1 and men; fo that they made but fmall refinance, . md this obfiacle was alfo furmounted. i.; Charles advanced farther into this wretched coun- ty, uncertain of his road and Mazeppa’s fidelity, t tazeppa appeared at Ml, but rather as a fugitive . inn a powerful ally. The Mufcovites had difeove- i :d and prevented his defigns. They had fallen upon ' ae Coflacks, and cut them to pieces; his'principal . iiends were taken fword in hand, and thirty ot . sem had been broke upon the wheel. His towns S, > ere laid in aflies, his treafures plundred, the pro- 
(i ifions he was preparing for the king of Sw eden feiz- , I; and he was fcarcc able to efcape himfelf with k thoufand men, and fome few horfes loaden with > aid and filver. However, he gave the king hopes i F fupporting him by his intelligences^n this un- I nown country, and the affedfion of all the Colfacks, I -ho enraged againfl the Mufeovites, came in troops i » the camp, and brought them provifions. 
; Charles hoped at leaft that general Levenhaup . ould come and repair this ill fortune. He was to ■ing with him about fifteen thoufand Swedes, who ere more valuable than a hundred thoufand CofTacks, 

ith provifions of ammunition and viclual. He ar- 
H 



rived at laft, butalmo'flin the fame condition as Md 
v zeppa. He had already puffed the Boryfthenae above M< hilou, and advanced about twenty leagues farther, a the road toUkrania. He brought the king a conva cf eight thoufand waggons, with the money he han railed in Lithuania, and as he was upon his marclj* Upon coming up towards Lefno, near the place wheijj the rivers of Pronia and Soffajoin todifemborge thenrlr felvcs far below into the Boryfthenes, the Czar ap peared at the head of fifty thoufand men. The Swedifh general, whq had not quite fixtee thoufand, refolved not to entrench. Their man victories had .infpired the Swedes with fo much con fidcnce, that they never enquired after the number c 

the enemy, but only where they lay. Levenhau therefore marched aga'mfl them without hefitation o the feventh of O&ober 1708, in the afternoon. U pon the firff onfet they killed fifteen hundred Mufco vites. The Czar’s army fdl into confufion, and fie 1 

on all fides ; and the Emperor of Ruffia was upon th ' point of feeing himfelf entirely defeated. He per f ccived that the fafety of his dominions depended u ; pon the aiaion of that day, and that he was utterl r undone if Levenhaup joined the king of Sweden wit. h a viftorious army. As foon as he faw his troops begin to fall back, h \ ran to the rear-guard, where the Coffacks and Cal i mucks were polled ; 1 charge you, fays he, to fii\ & upon every man that runs away, and even to kill me, t! J (bsuld be fo cowardly, as to turn my hack. Fron" thence he turned to the van guard, and rallied hii I troops in perfon, affifled by prince Menzikof, anifc prince Galliefin. Levenhaup, who had preffing or!* ders to join his mailer, chofe rather to continue 011 

his march than renew the fight, thinking he had don f» enough to difco’urage the enemy from purfuing. At eleven the next morning the Czar attacked him on the entrance upon,a morafs, and,drew ou ‘ 
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his army at length, that he might I'urround him. The 
Swedes' faced about, and the fight Jafted two hours with equal refolution. The Mufcovues loft three times as many men, but ftill kept their ground, and the vi&ory was undecided. At four in the afternoon general Baver brought the Czar a fupply of troops. The battle was then re- newed for the third time, with more fury and eager- nefs than ever, and lafted till night came on. At laft numbers carried it. The Swedes were broke, routed, and driven as far as to their baggage. Le- yenhaup rallied his troops behind his waggons, and though the Swedes were conquered, they did not fly. iThey were about nine thoufand, and not oneXmgle man of them ran away ; and the general drew them up as eafily in order cf battle, as though they had never been beaten. u The Czar on the other fide palled the night under .arms, and commanded his officers under pain of (being cafliiered, and his foldiers under pain of death not to ftir for plunder. 

The next morning at day-break, he ordered a frefli aftault. Levenhaup had retired to an advan- tageous ground at fome miles diftance, afterhaving 
mailed down part of his cannon, and fet fire to his Waggons. 

The Mufcovites came time enough to hinder the ' whole convoy from being confumed in the flames ; they feized upon fix thoufand waggons, which they ;faved. The Czar, who was defirous of compleating . the defeat of the Swedes, fent general Flug to fall u- 
. pon them again the fifth time; and the general of- fered them again an honourable capitulation, Leven- haup refufed it, and the fifth battle was as bloody as , any of the former. Of the nine thoufand foldiers ‘ he had left, he loft one half, and the other remained 
anbroken. At hft night coming on, Levenhaup, af- :er hiring fuftained five battles againft fifty thoufand neni|^vara over the Sofia, followed by the fix tho»- 
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lind men he had left alive, and the wounded wer.ij carried over on floats. The Czar loft above twcnrij thoufand Mufcovites in thefe five engagements, iitl which he had the glory of conquering the Swedes, anon .Cevenhaup the reputation of difputing the vitfornr for three days, and of retreating without being brokr ken at laft. He then came to his mafter’s camp will the honour of having made fo good a defence, bu : 

bringing with him neither ammunition nor army. King Staniflaus would have been glad to have join- ed Charles at the fame time, but the Mufcovitcs whe hod conquered Levenhaup, lay in his way, and Sini- r aufky employed him enough in Poland. The King of Sweden thus found himfilf without 
provifjons or communication with Poland, furrounded t with enemies in the midft of a country, where he hadr 

fcarce any refuge but his courage. In this extremity the memorable winter of 17091 [ which was ftill more terrible in thofe frontiers of F.u- ‘ rope, than it was in France, carried off part of hia ' army, Charles refolved to brave the feafons, as he ‘i had done his enemies, and ventured to make long mar- f «hes with his troops during the exceflive feverity ol ' the weather. ’Twas in one of thefe marches that two * thoufand of his men were ftarved to death almoft be- fore his eyes. The horfemen had no boots, and the| ioqt weft without fhoes, and almoft without clothes.1 They were forced to make ftockings of the fkins of ^ beafts, in the beft manner they could. They often; wanted bread. They were obliged to throw the beft part r. «f their cannon into quagmires and rivers, for want 1 

of horfes to draw them along. So that this once flou- rifning army was reduced to four and twenty thou- fand men ready to perifh for hunger. They neither !'_ received news from Sweden, nor were able to fend thi- ther. In this condition one Angle officer complained. 1 

flow, fays the king, are you uneafy that you are fo far 1 from your viiJeP if you are a folditr indeed, 1 nuill carry - you to that difiance, that you Jhall /caret hearfrcmSwed- en once in three yean. 
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A foldier grumbling, ventured to prefent him, in prefence of the whole army, with a piece of bread, that was black and mouldy, made of barley and bats, the only food they then bad, nor bad they enough of this: the king received the piece of bread without the leaft ' emotion, eat it entirely up, and then faid coldly to ' the foldier, It is not good, but it may be eaten, This little turn, if any thing may be called little, that fcrves *0 increafe refpeft and confidence, contributed more than all the reft to fupport the fwedilh army under ex- ' tremities, which would have been intolerable under Hmy other general. The Czar, who was as active as the King of Sweden, j After having fent frelh forces into Poland, to the affift- ance of the confederates, united under general S'nau- 

“fky againft Stanifhus, advanced very foon intoUkra- nu in the midft of this fevere winter, to oppofe the ! King of Sweden. He continued there with a view of . weakening the enemy by fmall engagements; for by this means he thought the fwedilh army muft be ruin- ‘cd entirely at laft, as it could not be recruited, whilft ,he was able to draw frelh forces every moment out * of his own dominions. 
The cold there muft have been exceflive indeed, ’ fince it obliged the two armies to agree upon a fuf- ' penfion of arms. But upon the firft of Fcberuary they ' began to engage again in the midft of ice and fnow. After feveral fmall fkirmilhes, and fome difadvan- "j :ages, the king's army was reduced in April to 18000 ; Swedes, Mazeppa alone, the prince of the Colfacks, •1 upplied them with the necellaries of life. Without ais alfiftance, the arrriy muft have peri (bed. through • | aunger and mifery. The Czar, in this conjunfture, ‘ offered conditions to Mazeppa, to draw him again into his fervice. But the Colfack continued faithful | obis new ally, whether it were through fear of the errible punilhment of the wheel, by which he had loft ? tis friends, or whether through a defire of revenge. 
Charles with his eighteen thoufand .Swedes, and 
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as many Coflacks, hatknot laid afide the defign, o: > hopes of penetrating as far as Mofcow. Towards j the end of May he went to lay fiege to Pultawa, upot it the river Vorlklat, on the borders of Ukrania eaft*|l ward, about thirteen long leagues from theBoryflhenet | where the Czar had made a magazine. If the king | took it, it would open him the road'to Mufcow, ancj in the abundance he Ihould then poflefs, he could an leaft wait for the coming up of the fuccours he ftillit expeded from Sweden, Livonia, Pomerania, and Po- land. His foie refuge being then in the conqueft on Tultawa. He canied on the fiege with vigour. Maz-jt eppa, who had a correfpondcnce in the town, allured» him, he would foon be matter of it, and hope began |t to revive in his army. His foldiers looked upon th< 1 taking of Puitaw\i as the end of all their miferies. 

The king perceived, from the beginning of the fiege. > that he had taught his enemies the art of war. Prince i Menzikof, notwithftanding all his precautions, threw j- frefh troops into the town, and the garrifon, by this > meqns amounted to almoft ten thoufand men. The king continued the fiege with ftill more warmth. jl 
he carried the advanced works, gave two aflaults tc the body of the place, and took the courtine. The If fiege was in this condition, when the king, having i rode into the river to take a nearer view of fome ol the works, received a Ihot from a carabine, which - pierced through his boot, and lhattered a bone of hi! if 
heel. There was not the leaft alteration obferved ir his countenance, by which it could be fiifpeiled that he was wounded. He continued calmly to give or- ; ders and remained near fix hours on horfeback after- ; •wards. One of his domefticks at laft perceiving than the foie of his boot was bloody, made hatte to cal I the furgeons ; and his pain then began to be fo fliSrp i that they were forced to take him off bis horfe, anci. carry him into his tent. The furgeons looking upor the wound, obferved, that it already began to mor > 
tify, and was of opinion, that the leg mutt be cut off. 
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The army was in the utmoft confternation ; but one of the furgeons named Newman, who was better skilled, and more courageous than the reft, was po- • fitive, that by making deep inciftons, he could fave j the king’s leg. Fall to work then prefently. Pays the 5 king, cut boldly, fear nothing. He held the leg him- c felf with both his hands, looking upon the incifions 1: that were made, as though the operation had been II performed upon another perfon. As they were laying on the drelling, he gave or- l ders for an aflaultthe next morning; but the orders !■ iwcre fcarce given, before word was brought him, that i the Czar appeared with an army of above feventy a ithoufand men. He was therefore obliged to take a- « nother refolution. Charles, wounded, and incapa- able of afting, faw himfelf enclofed berween the Bo- ryfthenes and the river which runs to Pultawa, in * a defart country, without any places of fecurity or « ammunition, and oppofed to an army, which had il prevented him either from retreating, or being fup- 
plyed with provifions. In this extremity, he alfem- bled no council of war, as might have been expedled; 1.1 but on the fevemh of July at night he Pent for Mare- ‘i fchal Renchild into bis tent, and ordered him, with- <1 out deliberation, and without uneafinefs to prepare j 1 to attack the Czar the next morning. Renchild did not y difpute his mafter’s will, but went out with a refolu- i! tifln to obey him. At the door of the king’s tent he j met count Piper, with whom he had long been at va- *• riance, as it often happens between the minifter and f the general. Piper asked him,if any thing new had hap. ■f pened: no, fays the general coldly, andpafted on to 

^ give his orders. A? foon as Piper was entered into I tha tent, has Renchild /aid any thing toyou, fays the t king to him. Nothing, anfwers Piper. Well then, id replies the king, / tell you, that to morrow nve Jhall 
it give battle. Count Piper was aftonilhed at fo defpe* 1 rate a refolution; but knew well that his mailer 
| could not be prevailed on to change his opinion ; he 
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only exprefi’d his aftonilhment by his filence, and ' kft the king to deep till break of'.day, ’Twas on the 8th of July 1709, that the decifivdft battle of Pultawa was fought between the two mofi ' famous monarchs then in the world, Charles X1I.I 1 

and Peter Alexiowitz. To have a clear idea of thisi: battle, and the place where it was fought, we tnu{n imagine Pultawa lying on the north, the camp of the 1 

king of Sweden on the fouth, drawing a little towards ' the ealf, his baggage about a mile behind him, and 1 the river of Pultawa on the north of the town, run-!* ing from eaft to weft. The Czar had palfed the river about a league from i: 

Puhawa towards the weft, and was beginning to form 1' his camp. At day break the Swedes appeared out of their : 

trenches with four cannons for their whole artillery j ‘ the reft were left in the camp with about three thou* ‘ fand men; and four thoufand remained with the bag- ' gage. So that the S vedifh army, which marched a- i- gainft the enemy, conllfted of about five and twenty ' thoufand men, thereof there were not above twelve ' thoufand regular troops. The generals, Renchild, Field, Levenhaup, Sli-: ■ penbak, Hoorn, Sparre, Hamilton, the Prince of Wir- | temberg who was related to the king, and fome others, ' 
molt of whom had feen the battle of Narva, put the ‘ fubaltern officers in m'nd of that day, when eight • thoufand Swedes had deftroyed an army of a hundred 1 

thoufand Mufcovites in their intrenchments. The , officers faid the fame thing to the foldiers, and all en- couraged one another as they marched. The king conduced the march, carried in a litter : 

at the head of his foot. A party of horfe advanced 1 

by his order to attack that of the enemy. The bat- tle began with this engagement at half an hour after four in the morning. The enemy’s horfe jay weft- ward on the right of the Mufcovite camp ; Prince 
llenzikof and count G allowin had placed them at dif- 
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Unces between redoubts fortified with cannon. Ge- neral Slipenbak, at the head of the Swedes, fell upon : them. All who have ferved in the Swedifh troops r know that it was almoft tnipofiiblc to refill the fury t of their firft (hock. The Mufcovitc fquadrons were , broken and routed. The Czar himfelf ran to rally 1 them, and his hat was Ihot through with a musket .. ball; Menzikof had three horfcs killed under him; 

. and the Swedes cried out viflory. 1 Charles did not doubt but the battle was gained ; 
be had difpatched General Creuts about midnight with five thoufand horfe or dragoons, who were to take the enemy in flank, whilft he attacked them in front ' , Jbut his misfortune was, that Creuts went out of the ‘way, and did not appear. The Czar, who had thought himfelf loft, had time to rally his horfe. He fell upon the kings cavalry in his turn, which not be- ing fupported by Creut’s detachment, was broken likewife, and Slipenbak taken priToner in the en- gagement. At the fame time feventy two cannons , from the camp played upon the Swedilh horfe, and the Ruffian foot opening from their lines, advanced to attack the Swedifh infantry. The Czar immediately detatches Prince Menzikof to poll; himfelt between Puluwa and the Swedes ; iprince Menzikof executed his mafter? orders with dexterity and readinefs ; and not only cut of the com- munication between the Swedilh army, and the troops ’ remaining in the camp, before Pultawa, but meeting with a C/rps de rejerve of three thoufand men, he “furrounded them, and cut them in pieces. In the mean time the Mufcovite foot came out of their line;, and advanced in order into the plain. And on the other fide, the Swedilh horfe rallied within .* quarter of a league from the enemy’s army. And the king, affifted by general Renchild, made a difpo- fition lor a general engagement. He ranged what troops were left him in two lines ; 
bis foot were polled in the center, and his horfe mad* 
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my in the lame manner; he had the advantagec numbers, and of feventy two cannon, whilft th Swedes had no more that four, and began to wan powder. The emperor of Mufcovy was in the center of hi 
army, having then the title only of major general and feemed to ferve under general Cfermetof. Bit he went as emperor from rank to rank, mounted.ot a Turkifh horfe, which was a prefentfrom thegrani; Signior, exhorting the officers and foldiers, and pro' | jniflng every one of them rewards. Charles did all he could to fit his horfe at the head i of his troops ; but finding the pofture too painful, hi [ returned todtis litter, holding his fword in one handji, and a pidiol in the other. At nine in the morning the battle was renewed ; ’ on of the firll difcharges of the Mufcovite cannon carried off the two hoifes of the king’s litter; he' caufed two others to be ftrait put to it, and a fecontli volley broke the litter in pieces, and overturned the i; king. The troops which fought near him believed! . him killed. The Swedes in confternation loft ground, , and their powder failing, and the enemy’s cannon continuing to play upon them, the firft line fell back upon the (econd, and the fecond fied. In this laft adtion the’ Swedifh army was routed by a fingle line 
of ten thoufand men of the Mufcovite’s foot; fo; much were matters changed. The king, carried upon pikes by four grenadiers, covered with blood, and all over bruifed with his fall, 
and fcarcely able to fpeak, cried out. Swedes, Swedes, anger and grief renewing his ftrength. he tried to rally Tome of his regiments. Bnt the Mufcovites clofely » purfued them with theirfwords, bayonets, and pikes. L The prince of Wirtenberg, General Renchild, Ha- t milton, and Stakelberg, were already taken prifoners, the camp before Pultawa forced, and all in a confi- Con, which did not admit of any remedy. Cont P> 
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ier with all the officers of the chancery had quitted ■ he camp, and neither knew what to do, nor what 
vas become of the king. They ran from one fide of “ he plain to the other. Major Bere offered to lead ^ hem to the baggage; but the clouds of dull and moak, which covered the field, and their own con- ! i'ufion, carried them llrait to the counterfcarp, of the * rown, where they were taken prifoners by the gar- Hfon. 

The king would not fly, and could not defend him- x!clf. General Poniatosky chanced to be by him that 5 nftant; he was a colonel of theSwediffi guards of king fftaniflaus, and aperfon of uncommon merit, whom “■nis attachment to the perfon of Charles had engaged to follow him into Ukrania without any poll in the army. He was one, who in all occurrences of his life, and in dangers, where others at moft would have ; only behaved with courage, fhewed a command of " ihnderftanding, which was ever attended with fuccefs, “Hie made a fign to a young Swede named Frederick, * the king’s firlt valet de chambre, and as intrepid as * his mailer ; they take the king under their arms, and * affilled by a Drabant who came up to them, mount ■I him on horfeback, notwithftanding the exceffive pains- 5 of his wound. Fredrick got up behind his mailer, 4 and fupported him from time to time. Poniatosky, though he had no command in the :|army being made a general on this occafion by ne- iceflity, drew up five hundred horfe near the king’s 
j)erfon ; fome of them Drabants, others officers', o- i the'rs private troopers. This body, re-animated by the misfortune of their prince, made their way through i more than ten regiments of Mufcovites, and conduc- f ted Charles through the midll of the enemy, the (pace I of a league, to the baggage of the Swedilh army, i- This furprizing retreat was of great confequence •• in fuch dillrefs, but the king was under a neccffity of i flying dill farth-r. They found among!! the bagv gage count Piper’s coach, for the-king never had one 
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fince he left Stockholm. They put him into it, an made towards the Boryrthenes with all pofliblc fpeet; The king, who from the time he was fet on horfe back till he came to the baggage, had never fpok one (ingle word, then asked what was become o count lJiper. They told him he was taken with aln the officers of chancery: And General Renchild, andl the prince of IVirtenberg ? added the king. Thej» arc prifoners too, fays Poniatosky. Prifoners /• Mufcovite: ! replies Charles, ffirugging up his ffioul- (» ders. Come on then, let us go to the Turks rather, 
They did not obferve however the leaf! alteration in his countenance, and whoever had thenfeen him, and' not known hi* condition, would have never fufpec't ted h'm to have been either conquered or wounded, i Whilfl he was getting off, the Mulcovites feized t 
upon his artillery in the camp before Pultawa, his baggage, and the money he had raifed for carrying r on the war, where they found fix millions in fpecie, S the fpoils of Poland and Saxony. Near nine thou-1 fand Swedes were killed in the battle, about fix thou- t fand were taken, three or four thoufand ran away, ? and were never heard of fince. There ftill remained . near eighteen thoufand men, comprehending the Cof- t facks, with the Swedes and Poles who fled towards t the Boryfthenes, under the direction of general Le-; t venhaup. He marched on one fide with thefe fugi- i 4f tive troops, whilft the king took another road, with j[i with fome of his horfe. The coach in which he ■ > road, broke down in his march, and they fet him a- • gain on horfeback. And to finifh his misfortune, he ' rambled all night in a wood; there his courage not 1 

being able to fupply any longer his exhaufted fpi- • fits, and the pains of his wounds becoming more in- fupportable by fatigue, and his horfe falling under i him thro’ exceffive wearinefs, he reded himfelf for < fiimc hours at the foot of a tree, in danger oi being i furprifed every moment by the conquerors, who ‘ fought for him on all fide*. 
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At laft, on the 9th of July at night, he found him- ufelf upon the banks of the Boryflhenes, and Leven- 10 haup juft arrived with the remains of his army. The ^Swedes faw their king again, whom they judged to is have been dead, with a joy mixed with forrow. / The enemy drew nigh, and they had no bridge to s pafs over, nor time to make one, nor powder to de« fl Fend themfelves againft the enemy who came upon i.'ithem, nor provifions to hinder the army from ! perilhing with hunger, who had cat nothing for a 

tr, whole day : but what gave the Swedes the greatefl: iitneafinefs, was the danger of their king. By good 
4 fortune, there was ftill left a forry calalh, which ; by chance they had brought along with them ; this 
I,1 ^hey embarked in a little boat, and the king and ge- .neral Mazeppa in another. The latter had faved fe- 4 ycral coffers full of money, but the current being very ^jrapid, and a violent wind beginning to blow, the toffack threw more than three parts of his treafures . into the river, to lighten the boat. Mullern the kings 
J chanchellor, and count Poniatosky, who was now • more than ever neceflary to the king, for bis remark- I mble prelence of mind under difficulties, crofled over . an other barks with fome of the officers. Three hun- l dred troopers of the king’s guards, and a very great . number of Poles and Coffacks relying upon the good- mefs of their horfcs, ventured to pafs the river by ifwimming. Their troop keeping clofe together re- 
, iifted the current, and broke the waves ; but all who attempted to crofs feparately a little below, were , carried 4way by the dream, and funk in the river. Of all thfc foot who tried to pafs over, there were not one who got to the other fide. Whilft the rooted part of the army were in this , extremity, Prince MenzTkof came up with ten thou fand horfe, having each a foot foldier behind him. The carcaffes of the Swedes that lay dead in the way, 
! t>f their wounds, fatigue, and hunger, fufficiently 
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pointed out to Prince Menzikof the road which thjj body of the army had taken. The prince fent 31 trumpeter to the Swedifh general, to offer him acapi4| tulation. Four general officers were prefently lent byn I-evenhaup to receive the law of theconqueror. Befor« that day llxtecn thoufand foldiers ofking Charles woulca): l>ave attacked all the forces of the Ruffian empire, andf have perifiied.to the la(l man, rather than have furren- dred ; but after a battle loll, and a flight of two days, : rot having their eyes any longer upon their prince, r who was conllrained to fly himfelf, the ftrength ol; 

every foldier being fpent, and their courage no long- er fupported by any hope, the love of life took place; of intrepidity. The whole army were made prifo- ‘ new of war. Some of the foldiers in defpair to fall f into the hands of the Mufcovites, threw themfelves ‘ ■ into the Boryllhenes; and the reft were madeflaves. ?; They all filed off in prefence of prince Menzikof * r; 

laying their arms at his feet, as thirty thoufand Muf-r covites had done nine years before at the king ol!' Sweden’s at Narva. But whereas the king then fent; back all the Mufcovite prifoners, whom he was not afraid of, the Czar retained all the Swedes that were f taken at Pultawa. Thus the Swedifh army, which left Saxony fo trir r umphant, was now no more. One half of them pe- ‘ rilhed by want, and the other half were made flaves,i i or maffacred. Charles XII, had loft, in one day* l 

•the fruits of nine years pains, and almoft a hundred: ’ battles. He fled in a wretched calaffi, haying Ma-i s jor general Hoord by his fide dangeronfly wounded, f The reft of his troops followed, fome on foot, others t on horfeback, and fome in waggons, acrofs a delart, • -where they found neither hutts, tents, men, animals r or roads; every thing was wanted there even to wa- .• ter itfelf., ’Twas then the beginning ol July; the “ ^country fituate in the 47th degree ; the dry fand of the defart rendered the heat of the fun more infupport- able ; the horfes fell by .the way, and the men were , 
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• ready to die with thirft. Count Poniatosky, who was a little better mounted than the rell, advanced ) before them into the plain, and having fpied a wii- llow, he judged there muft be water nigh, and he , fought about, till he found the fpring. This happy difcovery faved the lives of the king of Sweden’s litr tie troop. After five days march, he found himfdf 'upon the banks ol the river Hippanis, now called the Bogh by the barbarians. This river joins the Bo- 
jjryfihenes fome miles lower, and falls along with it pi into the black fea. (r >'' Beyond the Bogh, toward tlie fouth, lies the lib- :'ilc town of Ozakou, a frontier of the Turkilh em- pire. The inhabitants feeing a troop of foldicrs com- ing towards then)> whole drefs and language they -were ftrangers to, refufed to carry them over to Oza- dtou, without an order from Mahomet bafhaw, the ^governour of the town. The king fent an exprcfs to the governour to ask apallage ; but the Turk not knowing what to do in a country, where a falfe fiep very often cofis a man his life, durll take nothing u- pon himfelf, without having fir It the permilfion of !'the balha of the province, who refides at Bender ia BefTarabia, thirty leagues from Ozakou. The per- ttnilfion came, with orders to p?y the king all the bor nours due to a monarch ail ed to the Porte, and to »j'furni(h him with all necefiary provifions. During Thefe delays, the Mufcovjtes having pafied the Bo- .rylthenes,' purfued the king with all polfible fpeed, ,and if they had come an hour fooner, they mull have taken him. He had fcarce palled the Bogh in the Turkilh boats, before his enemies appeared, to the number of almoft fix thoufand horfe ; and his majef- ty had the misfortune of feeing five hundred of his little troop, who had not been able to get over time enough, feized by the Mufcovites on the other lidp the river. The balha of Ozakou asked his pardon by an interpreter for the delays, which had occafioned 
the taking" thofe live hundred men prifoners, and bc- 

I 2 
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fought him not to complain of it to the grand Sig 
nior. Charles promifed him he would not, but gavt Itim at the fame time a fevere reprimand, as if he hac been fpeaking to one of his own fubjedts. The commander of Bender, who w’as alfo fera^ quier, a title which anfwers to that of general, anf bafha of the province, which fignifies governor anc ' intendant, fent prefently an aga to compliment thi J king, and offer him a magnificent tent, with pro*) •vifion?, baggage, waggons, and all theconveniencies • officers and attendants requifite to conduit him hand* r /bmely to Bender. 

BOOK V. 
ACHMET III. was at than time emperor of the. Turks. He had been placed upon the throne j Sn 1703. in the room of his brother Muftapha, by 3 revolution like that in England, which transferred the / crown from James fecond to his fon-in-lawWilliam.' To him the king of Sweden fled for refuge : and 1 be had no fooner fet his foot upon the Sultan’s terri*t tories at Ozakou, than he wrote him the following letter. 
To the mod high, and moft glorious, invincible and auguft emperor of many empires, king of manjr kingdoms, head and protedtor of many nations* , may the Almighty blefs and prolong your reign. 
TJ//S letter ftgned with mtr royal hand, is to ac- 

quaint your imperial highnefs, that having puni- , fhed with no lejs fuccefs than jujlice the treacherous < breakers of the faith of treaties, and the Ian of ’’“{i- •ns; having driven king Auguflus out of Poland, of which he was rather the tyrant than the king, and . given the Poles a king of their own nation, who_ is a ■ riendtoyourfublime Porte; and having purfuedtheCp.a' \ \ 
  



CHARLES XII. B; V. ioi 
'Hying as far as Pultaiua, heaven has permitted our army, tired our with long marches, and in want of every thing, to be overwhelmed by the enemy that were thrice in i number, and has [uffered this day to be a day of grief , and misfortune to us. Not being in a place to raife new forces , and difdain- 

' ing to fall into barbarious and prefidious hands, we are ^ tome to Jeek refuge and ajfiflance in the territories of 
[your imperial highnefs, that we may be enabled to re~ turn to Poland, in order to rejoin aur armies, and fup- ; port the king we have made there. \ What we defire is to have you our friend, and be our . f elves yours. As a proof of our .fincere affeftion, we feprefent to you, that if you give the Czar, whoje am- hition is neither diretted by juflice, nor honour, nor true ^courage, time to take the advantage of our difafter, he' • nvill fall upon your territories, when you little expeft t him, as he has invaded our countries ; but why do 1 fay * when you little expett him ? has he not already built 1 forts upon the Tanais and the Palus Maeotis ? does he '■ mot already threaten you with his fleets ? “ To prevent this, there can be no way fo proper as by "a new alliance between your fublime Porte and us, pro- if {\yided we can but return to Poland, and to our ownflates \ .with your valiant troops, and carry our arms again in- , \to the empire of this perfidious Czar, to put a flop to his ^ vnjufl ambition. 1 We Jhall never forget the favours we /hall receive i from you, and /hall value our/elves upon being inviola- 

t yiur faithful friend, ' At Ozajcota, " July 13, 1799. Charles XII. Son of Charles XI. 
J The king fuflfered this letter to be fent away, tho* 1 it too much injured the charafter of his enemies, as J well as difguikd his own. Perhaps after having treat- ed the Czar and king Auguftus with great refped in 
 Lj 1    
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his vitfories, his defeat had fowred him ; or <lfe hejl took for Turkifh breeding, to rail at thofe againfl 1 whom we ask affiftance. Achmet, who had been beforehand with him, bj fending a folemn embalTy in the time of his vi«51ories made him fenlible now of the difference lie made be- tween an Emperor cf the Turks, and a king of pari of Scandinavia, a chrifti.m vanquilhed and fugitive, He did not anfwer him till fix months after, and then t, xefufed to fpeak out upon the alliance propofed a- • gain!! the Czar. This propofal, fays the fultan to him in his letter, ‘ requires a deliberate examination. Ijhall leave it to the. t nxiifilm of my great divan. I value your friendjhip, ana l grant you mine together with my proteflion. 1 hate gi~. t ven orders to the bajhas of Natalia and Romelia, to pro* > vide a guard to conduct you fafely where you think prej t fer. Jufuf the bafha Serafquier of Bender, will ad->) vance you five hundred dollars a day, with all r.s- i eeffary provifions for yourfelf and your attendants, ami *' horjes, that you may live as becomes a king. Given at Cohft anti nople the fir ft day of the month She* v val, the 1X21 year of she Hegira. From the fidt moment of king Charles’s repairing, y to the Turkifti territories, he had laid the defign of u turning the ottoman arms upon his enemies : he al-j i ready fancied he faw himfelf at the head of the Tur- i kilh forces, reducing Poland again under the yoke, and fubduing Mufcovy. M. de Neughaver fet out1 > from Ozakou for Conftantinople, with the charaileri it cf king’s envoy extraordinary. Count Poniatosky, a perfon equally capable and refolute, of an engaging} jtl and agreeable temper, born with the talent of perlua-. c ding and pleafing all nations, attended the Swedifh « embaffy, but in a private capacity, in order to found » the difpofitions of the Conflantinopolitan minrfhry, t! without being tied up to the ufual forms, and giving too much g ound for fufpicion : he knew how to gain 

ia a fliort time the favour cf the grand vifir, who load- ■ 
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d him with prefents; and had the art to convey a etter of the king of Sweden’s to the Sultana Valide, nother to the Emperor then upon the throne, who brmerly had been ill ufed by her Ion, but now began o recover her interell in the feraglio. He entered in- o a clofe friendlhip with one Bru a Frenchman, who isBiad been chancellor to the French embalfy. This man was perpetually talking of the king of Sweden’s 3 exploits to the chief of the fultan’s eunuchs, who i-charmed his millrefs with repeating them. The Sul- tana, by a fecret inclination with which mod women find themfelves furprized in favour of extraordinary ilmen, even without having ever feen them, took the > king’s part openly in the feraglio, (he called him by I-no other name than that of her [ion : And when will . you, faid [he fometimes to the fultan her fon, help my 

fion to devour this Czar ? (he even difpenfed with the . :jflri(ft rules of the feraglio, fo far as to write feveral . .letters with her own hand to Count Poniatosky, in i whofe cudody they ([ill are at the time of my writing this hiftory. One of the (hrewdeft of thofe that en- i 'tered into Poniatosky’s defigns, was Fonefca a Por- 
jjtuguefe phyfician, fixed at Conflantinople, a learned . ;and ingenious perfon, who joined the knowledge of } men to that of his own art, and whofe profelfion pro- . | cured him accefs to the ottoman Porte, and often an ■. "intimacy with the vifirs. At length the king of Sweden’s party was become !' fo powerful at Conflantinople, by Poniatosky’s ma- 

f inagement. that the fadlion of the Mufcovite envoy |f thought their only refuge was topoifon him. Accor- i' dingly they prevailed upon one of his domeflicks to 
i give him poifon in a di(h of coffee ; but the crime was difcovered before it was put in execution. The 1 r poifon was found in the fervant’s hands, in a little phial, which they carried to the grand Signior. The poifoner was tried in full divan, and condemned to the gallics; for the Turkilh law never punilhes fsch 
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crimes capitally, as were intended only, but not exeij cuted. Thej^rand vifir appeared as eager as the Sultanli valide, to ferve the king of Sweden : he told Ponian toski, giving him at the fame time a purfe of roo> ducats, I will take your king in one hand, and a fwor in the other, and carry him to Mojcow, at the head a ' 
200000 men. However the king was conduced to Bender in pompous manner, thro’ the defart that was formerly' called the wildernefs of the Geta. The Turks tooi!' care that nothing ftiould be wanting upon the road tcf;:i make his journey agreeable. The king chofe to encamp near Bender,rather than f lodge in the town. The ferafquier Juffuff bafha caufed i a magnificent tent to be pitched for him, and tents ^ alfo were provided for all the lords of his retinue, t Some time after, the king built a houfe in thir place^ i" and his officers did the fame after his example : thed foldiers alfo raifed barracks ; fo that th£ camp, by • degrees, became a little town. The king being not yet ' cured of his wound, was obliged to have a carious ' bone taken out of his foot; but as foon as he was a^;1 

ble to mount a horfe, he renewed his ufual fatigues, ! 

rifing always before the fun, tiring three horfes a day, * and exercifing his.foldiers ; but fometimes he played 1 

at chefs with general Poniatoski, or Mr. de Grothu- fen, his treafarer. Thofe who had a mind to gain his favour, attended him at his horfe courfes, antj were all day long in their boots. One morning going in- to the houfe of his chancellor Mullern, who was a* fleep, he forbid them to awake him, and waited in the anfj-chamber, where there was a large, fire in the chimney, and near it feveral pair of ffioes that Mul- iern had lent for from Germany, for his own ufe. The king threw them all into the fire, and then went a- vay. When the chancellor, upon waking, perceiv- ed the fmel! of the burnt leather, and had enquired into the reafon of it : What a flrange king is thisf , fays he, that his chancellor mujl he always booted!. , ; 
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At Bender he found plenty of every tiling about tiim ; a happinefs very rarely attained to by a fu- . {hive prince: for befides provifion more than fuffici- :nt, and the five hundred crowns a day which he re- . :eived from the Otton '< munificence, he drew mo- ney alfo from France, . borrowed ot the merchants at Conftantinople. Part of his money was employ- 

' td in carrying on intrigues in the feraglio, in pur- jPhafing the favour of the vifirs, or procuring their ^ruin. The reft he diftributed profufely amongft his j officers, and the Janifaries of Bender. Grothufen, Ills favourite and treafurer, was the difpenfer of his * Jiberalities; a man who, contrary to the cullom of . perfons in that ftation, was as much pleafed with 
; giving as his mafter. He brought him one day aa 'account of fixty thoufand crowns in two lines, 

| 1 oooo given to the Swedes and Janifaries by the ge- nerous orders of his majefty, and the reft fpent by 
! Viyfelf. See, fays the king, tiozu / like my friends itbould giveJn their accompts. Mullern makes me read •whole pages for the fum of igooo livers, but I like Crothufen's jlile much better. One of his old offi- cers, thought to be a litle cotetous, complained to ;the king, that he gave all to Grothufen. I give mo- 

I ney, replies the king, to none but thofe who know how ! to make ufe of it. | Thus was Charles XII. employed at Bender, where he waited till an army of Turks Ihould come to his affiftance. To difpofe the Ottoman Porte to this war, he detatched about 800 Poles and Coilacks of - his retinue, with orders to pafs the hJeiftef, that runs by Bender, and to go and obferve what palled upon the frontiers of Poland. the Mufcovite troops difperfed in thofe quarters fell immediately upon this little company, and pur- fued them even to the territories of the grand Seig- nior. This was what the king of Sweden expelled. His > minifters and emillar ies at the Porte made a great 
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clamour againfl tliis irruption, and excited the Turin to vengeance: but the Czar’s money removed a|| 
difficulties: Tolftoy, his envoy at Conftantinopltjt' gave the grand vifir and his creatures part of the filr millions that had been found at Pultawa in the kinir of Sweden’s military chert. ' After fuch a defencwf the divan found the Czar not guilty. And fo far weiff they from talking of making war againft him, ths [ they granted fuch honours and priviledges to his enf voy, as the Mufcovite minifters had never before en f joyed at Conliantinople. He was fuffered to have : ? feragliq, that is, a palace, in the quarters of thi ^ Franks, and to converfe with the foreign minifters Nay, the Czar thought he had power enough to de t mand, that general Mazeppa ffiould be delivered uj f to him, as Charles XII had caufed the unfortunat t Patkul to be furrendered into his hands. Chour loulys-Ali balha could no longer refufe any thing to t ^ prince, who backed his demands with millions f Thus, the fame grand vifir, who before had made i F lolemn jjromile to carry the king of Sweden into Mufl I1' covy with 200000 men, had the alfurance tci make a propolal to him of confenting to the facrifie€ F of general Mazeppa. King Charles was enraged al5 

the quertion. However, it is not certain how far the 1 

vifir would have carried the matter, had not Mazep- I pa, who was then feventy years of age, died juft at’ this junflure. The king’s grief and refentment werd* very much augmented, when he underftood that Tol-i (toy, now become the Czar’s embaftadcrat the Ported was ferved in pulic by the Swedes that had been made (laves at Pultawa, and that thefe brave foldiers werei daily fold in the market at Conftantinople. Befides,’ the Mufcovite embaftador declared openly, that the Muftulman troops at Bender were placed rather as a guard upon the king, than to do him honour: King Charles, abandoned by the grand vilir, and conquered by the Czar’s money in Turkey, as he 
had been by his arms in Ukrania, found himfelf de* 
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; ailed, fcorned by the Porte, and, in a manner, a "i rifoner among the Tartars. His attendants began 
i 0 defpair, himfelf alone remained firm, and did not , hew the lead dejeftion of fpirit, no not for a mo- " aent. He imagined the Sultan was ignorant of the ^ ntrigues of his grand vifir, Chourlouly Ali, and re- 1 blved to make him acquainted with them, and Poni- 

tolky underftood this fold commiflion. The grand “ leignior went every Friday to the mofqu** encompaf- * ed with his folacks, a kind of guard whofe trubans vere fet with feathers fo high, that they hid the Sul- an from the eyes of the people. When any one had '^petition to prefent to the grand Seignior, the way ' « mix himfelf among thefe guards, and hold his pe- ition up in the air. Sometimes the Sultan vouch- ' iafeb to take it himfelf, but more frequently he or- | Sered an aga to take care of it, and afterwards, upon &is return from the roofque, caufed the petitions to se laid before him. There is no fear of any one’s . Jaring to importune him with trifling and unneceflary f'setitions; for, at Conftantinople, they write lefs in '' 1 year, than they do at Paris in a day : much lefs ' |Joes any one venture to prefent petitions againft the , ^inifters, to whom, for the moll part, the Sultan re- “ nits them, without reading them. However, Poni- ttolky had no other way to convey the king of Swe- 
t Ben’s complaints to the grand Seignior. He drew up • a reprefentation againlt the grand vifir fufficient to y|uin him. M. de Feriolle, who was at that time the f (French embaffador, got it tranflated into Turkiflt. A Creek was hired to prefent it, who mingling himfelf amOng the grand Seignior’s guards, held up the paper 
fo high, and for fo long a time, and made fuch a ’’ noife, that the Sultan perceived it, and took theme- ’ inoir himfelf, i’ Some days after, the Sultan, in anfwer to the king , of Sweden’s complaints, fent him twenty five Arabian ‘ horfes, one of which that had carried his highnefs, iwas covered with, a faddle and houfing enriched with 
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precious (tones, and the (tirrups were of malTy gd!d With this prefent he fent an obliging letter, but con ' ceived in general terms, and fuch as gave reafon t fufpeft that the minifter had done nothing without th * Sultan’s confent. Chourlouly alfo, who knew how t diflemble, fent five very curious horfes to the king. Bu his majefty, with a haughty air, told the perfon thai ' brought them, Go back to yc.:,- maftcr, and tell him '■ that I don't receive pre/ents from my enemies. 

M. Poniatofki having already had the courage tu get a petition prefented agsinft the grand vifir, thei lr formed the dangerous defign of depofing him. H« f knew the vifir was no favourite of the Sultan’s mo f ther, and was the averfion both of Killer Aga, thi t chief of the black eunuchs, and of the aga of the Ja f 
nifaries : he encouraged all three to fpeak agiinft him, f It was very ftrange to fee a chriftian, a Pole, an a-: gent, without charatfer, of a Swedifh king, that had ( fled for refuge to the Turks, caballing publickly in a manner at the Porte againft a vice-roy of the Ot> ’ toman empire, and fuch a one too, as was both an f ufeful minifter, and a favourite of his mafter. Poni- atoski had never fucceeded, and the bare attempt i had coft him his life, had not a ftronger power than i all thofe in his interefts given the laft blow to the grand vifir Chourlouly’s fortune. At this jumfture the Czar having quartered his for-1' ces in Lithuania, and given orders for carrying on the fiege of Riga, returned to Mufcow, to fliew hisr' people a fight as new as any thing he had yet done in ' his kingdom. It was a triumph very little inferior ^ to that of the old Romans. He made his entry into 1} Mofcow on the firft of January 1710, under feven' triumphal arches eredled in the ftreets, and adorned | with all that the climate could furnifh, and a flou- T rilhing trade, as his induftry had made it, could irti- s 

port. The proceflion began with a regiment of 1 

guards, followed by the pieces of artillery taken from ■ the Swedes at Lefnow and Pialtawa ; each of which | 
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was drawn by eight horfes covered with fcarlet hou~ lings reaching down to the ground. Then came the . ftandards, kettle-drums, colours worn at thefe two battles, carried by the cfficers and foldiers that had ’ taken them : all thefe fpoils were followed by the fined troops of the Czar. After they had filed.off', ^ appeared in a chariot made for that purpofe, the lit- ter of Charles XII. .found in the field of battle at Pul- tawa all broken to pieces by two ennon (hot. Behind this litter marched all the prifoners two by two, a- : mong which was Count Piper fird minider cf Sweden, jhe famous Marefchal Renchild, count Levenhaup, ' ihe generals Slipenbak, Stakelburg and Hamilton, 1 pll the officers and foldiers, who were afterwards dif- ■ perfed in great Ruffia. They were immediately fol- "’ jowed by the Czar, on the fame horfe he rid upon ‘ at the battle of Pultawa. A little behind him ap'pear- • ,.ed the generals that had their (hare in the fuccefs of 1 this battle. After them came another regiment of 1 "guards; and the waggons loaded with Swediffi am- 1 munition brought up the rear. This folemn proceffion was attended with the ring- ' ingof all the bells in Mofcow, with the found of ,J drums, kettle-drums, trumpets, and an infinite nnm- 1 her of mufical inftruments anfwering each other, with ivolleys difeharged from 200 Pieces of cannon, and ' Jthe acclamations of 500,000 men, who at every (lop 1 the Czar made in his triumphal entry, cried out, God '■ preferve the emperor our Father. J s A Greek named Cmtomir, made princeof Moldavia : "by the Turks, joined the Czar, whom he already ; looked upon as conqueror, and made no fcrupple to : betray the Sultan, of whom he held his principality, 1 forthefakeofachriftian prince, from whom heexpedl- cd much greater advantages. The Czar entered in- to a fecict alliance with him, received him into his f army, and marching up the country, arrived in June 

‘ 1711, at the northern fide of the river Hierafus, now 1 'Pruth, near Jazy, the capital of Moldavia. K 
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As Toon as the grand vifir recived the news thal Peter Alexiowitz was come thither, he immediatelj : left the camp at Belgrade, and followed the courfe oj the Danube, propofed to pafs that river on a bridge ol boats near Saccia, in the very fame place where Da- s rius formerly built a bridge that bore his name. The j Turkilh army marched with fcnhuch expedition, thal a; they foon came in fight of the Mufcovites, the rivet s:. Pruth being between them. - p The Czar, fure of the pince of Moldavia, littlej thought the fubjetfs would fail him. But the Mob fc davians are often in a different intereft from that ol t 
their mailer. They liked the Turkifli government, ti ■which is never fatal to any but the grandees, and ef- feifls a lenity to people that are its tributaries. They 4 feared the Chriftians, efpecially the Mulcovites, who is bad upon all occafious uied them barbaroufly. They 4 brought all their provifions to the Ottoman army. The t: undertakers who had engaged to furnilh the Mufco- : vites with provifions, peifornied their promife to the i grand vifir, though it was made to the Czar. The : Walachians, whole country adjoins to that of Mol-In 
davia, (hewed the fame regard to the Turks; to fuchi te a degree had the remembrance of former cruelties ali- to enated their minds from the Mufcovites. The Czar thus frullratcd of his hopes, which per- r baps he had upon too light grounds taken up, found* ij bis army on a Hidden dellitue of provifions, and with-j out forage. In the mean time the Turks palfed the is river that feparated them from the enemy. All the fs Tartars, according to cullom, fwam over it, holding « by the tails of their horfes. The Spahi’s, which are t the Turkifh horfe, did the fame, becaufe the bridges t; were not ready time enough. At length, the whole army being got over, theyi- b fir pitched a camp, and fortified it with trenches. It t is Orange -the Czar (hould not difpute the palfage of it the river, or at leaf! repair his fault, by engaging the !' 
Turks immediately, inltcad of giving them time to, :: 
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iMtfre out his army with fatigue and famine. But that i prince feems in this campaign, to have taken all the 

’A tteps that could lead to his ruin. He found himfelf - 'without provilions, with the river Pruth behind him, and near 150000 Turks before him, and about 'it 40000 Tartars continually harafling him on the right ■a hand and the left. Reduced to this extremity, he »!t fa id publickly, I am at leafl in as bad a caje as my f rather Charles nuas at Pultanua. i i- The indefatigable count Poniatofky, agent to the j. Iting of Sweden, was in the grand vifir’s army with -i Some Poles and Swedes, who all thought the Czar’s 4 iuin inevitable. As foon as Poniatoflty faw that the armies mud in- »jfallibly engage, he fent an exprefs to the king of j -Sweden, who fet out that moment from Bender, fol- 
i Jowed by forty officers, and enjoying by anticipation .. .the pleafure of fighting the emperor of Mufcovy. After many a lofs, and leveraldeftruflive marches, . -the Czar was driven back upon the Pruth, and had > no cover left but fome chevaux de jrife, and fome 
'• waggons. A party of the Janifaries and Spahi’s fell l simmediataly upon his army in that defencelefs condi- , jtion, but they did it in a tumultuous and difordetly manner, and were received by the Mufcovites with a Irefolution, which nothing but dclpair and the pre* ifence of their prince could infpire. 
L The Turks were twice repulfed. But the day fol-~ .lowing, M. Poniatolky advifed the grand viiir to ^arve out tlie Mufcovite army, who being deftitute “of all provifion, would, in a ffiort time, be obliged, 
together with their emperor, to furrcnder at difcire- ;tion. The Czar has fince that time more than once ac- knowledged, that in all his life he never felt fo much uneafinels, as he did that night. He revolved in his mind all that he had been doing for fo many years for the glory and good of his nation; that fo many great defigns perpetually interrupted by fucceffive 
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wars were now in all probability going to perifh will fein>, before they were brought to perfedion ; that he muft either die with hunger, or engage near 20000c men with feeble troops lefs by half the number that when they firfl fet out; a cavalry almoft difmountedj and the foot worn out with famine and fatigue. About the beginning of the night he called general: 
Czeremetof to him, and gave him a peremptory or- der to get every thing ready by break of day, to charge jj; the Turks with bayonets at the muzzle of their muf-b. kets. 

He gave exprefs orders alfo to burn all the bag- gage, and that no officer fhould keep above one wag- gon ; that in cafe of a defeat, the enemy however r, jntght not get the booty they expected. Having fettled every thing with the general in or- der to the battle, he retired into his tent full of grief, and feized with convulfions a difiemper he was often i: troubled with, and which came upon him with dou- ble the violence when he was under any great uneafi- nefs. He forbad all perfoos to enter his tent in the night, upon any pretence whatfoever, not caring to have any remonflrances made to him againft a defpe- rate but neceffary refolution, and much lefs that any one fhould be a witnefs of the melancholy condition he was in. In the mean time the greatefl part of his baggage was burnt according to his order, and all the army followed the example, tho* with much regret; but but fome buried fuch things as they fet a more than ordinary value upon. The general officers had al- ready given orders for the march, and endeavoured to infpire the army with a courage which themfelves wanted : but the foldiers, quite exhaufled with fatigue and hunger, marched as men that had loft both their fpirit and their hopes; and yet, to enervate their cou- ftill more, had their cars filled with the fhrieks and cries of women, of whom their was too great a number in the army. Every one expelled death or 
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Slavery to be their portion the next morning. What at relate is no exaggeration : for this is literally the :: iccount that was given by fome officers who fer- ■J red in the army. i, In thisfituation it was thought neceffiary to ffiew for »eace to the Turks, and that the Czar mull be per- il ijiaded into the propofal. The grand vilir’s firft demand was, that the Czar, f:(vith all his army, ffiould furrender at difcretion.. if The vice chancellor made anfwer, that Ids mailer de- igned to give him battle within a quarter of an hour, ind that the Mufcovites would all be cut to pieces, ■ rather than fubmit to fuch diffionourable conditions, il yfman feconded Shaffirof with frelh remonftrances. ! Mahomet Baltagi was no foldier. He knew the Ja- (. pifaries had been repulfed the day before, and was 
4 eafily perfuaded by Ofman not to part with certain i advantages for the hazard of a battle. He immedt- • ately granted a fufpenfion of arms for fix hours, and > in that time the terms of the treaty were agreed upon 
t and fetled. : During theparly there happened an accident, which !• Ifhews the word of a Turk is often more to be depend- 1 ed on than we imagine. Two Italian gentlemen, re- n :1ated to M. Brillo, lieutenant-colonel of a regiment 

Df grenadiers in the Czar’s fervice, going to look for f'iforage, were taken by the Tartars, who carried them f to their camp, and offered to fell them to an officer I of the Janifaries. The Turk enraged at fnch a breach 1 of the truces feized the Tartars, and carried them • himfelf before the grand vifir, together with the two ■J prifoners. The vifir fent the gentlemen back that moment t* t the Czar, and ordered the principle Tartars concer- ■ ned in carrying them off to be beheaded. In the mean time the Kam of Tartary oppofed the 1 conclufion of a treaty, which took from him all hopes • of pillage. Poniatolky feconded him with very ur- 1 gent and preffing reafons. But Ofman carried hi* 
 Li ;  
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The vj(ir thought it enough for his tnafter thM* .-grand SignitJr, to conclude an advatageous peace. Hi infixed, that tlie Mufcovites (hould give up Afoph burn the gallys that lay in that port, and demolift it the main cittadels upon the Paulus Maeotis; that thcl grand Seignior fhould have all the cannon and am- r munition of thofe fornreffes; that the Czar fhould n draw ofFhis troops from Poland, and give no farthest dilhirbance to the few ColTacks that were under the b protedion of the Poles, nor to thofe that were fub- t * jed to Turkey ; and that for the future he Ihould il pay the Tartars a fubfidy of 40000 fequins per annum; : an odious tribute long fince impofed, but from which ; the Czar had delivered his country. At,length, the treaty was going to be figned, with- out lo much as mentioning the king of Sweden; and t all that Poniatolki could obtain from the vilir, was h to infert an article, by which the Mufcovite Ihould t promife not to hinder the return of Charles XII. 1; and which is pretty remarkable, it was llipulated in 11 this article, that a peace fliould be concluded between n the Czar and the king of Sweden, if they were fo dif- poled, and could agree upon the terms ofit. On thofe conditions, the Czar had liberty to re- treat with his army, cannon artillery, colours and ^ baggage. The Turks furnilhed him with provifions and there was plenty of every thing in his camp ■within two hours i.fter the figning of the treaty, which, was begun, concluded and figned the 21ft of July 

1711- Juft as the Czar, refcued from the difficulties hi was under, was drawing of with drums beating and enfigns difpbyed, came the king of Sweden, impa- tient of fighting, and eager to fee his enemy in his hands. He had ride poll .above fifty leagues, from Bender to Jazy, and lighting at count Poniatolky’s tent, the count came up to him with a forrowful 
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n; (countenance, and acquinted him by what means he had loft an opportunity which perhaps ^eVould ne- ver recover. The king enraged went direftly to th*e grand viiir, 1 and with all his blood in his face upbraided hinrwith 1 the treaty he had concluded. 1 have authority, fays > the grand vifir, with a calm air, to wage war, and make peace. But, replied the king, have not you the «y \whnle Mujcovite army in yotfr power ? our laws, fays 

-5 the vifir with great gravity, commands us to grant our v enemies peace, when they implore our mercy. Ah ! re- > plies the king in a paftion, does it order you to clap up r-c bad treaty, when you have it in your power to make' ■. jwhat terms you pleafe ? was it not incumbent upon you • ' to carry the Czar prifoner to Conjlanlinople ? The Turk thusdriven to a nonplus, anfwered flily, y 1 And who Jhouldgovern his empire in his abfence ? It is •i\tiot fit that all kings Jhould be out of their kingdoms, i \ Charles replied with a fmile full of indignation, and j I then threw himfelfdown upon a cufhion. And look- if i ing upon the vifir with an air of refentment.and con- , tempt, he tlretched out his leg towards him, and en- , tangling his fpur in his rob, which he did by defign, 1, tore it; then rofe up immediately, mounted his horfe, and returned to Bender full of defpair. Poniatolky continued fome time longer with the J vifir, to try if he could prevail upon him by methods, to make fome better terms with the Czar; but it being prayer time, the Turk without giving one word of anfwer, went to wafti and attend his devotions. 

Fortune, which before had been fo favourable to the.king of Sweden, bore hard upon him now 
even in *he moft trifling things. At his return he 

BOOK VI. 
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found his little camp at Bender, and all his apart- f 

ment under water, caufed by. an inundation of the it Neiiler. Fre retired to fome miles diflance, near a village called" Varnitfa ; and as if he had fome fecret prellagcs of his future fortune, built a large h«ufe of : itone there, capable upon occafion offuftaining a fiege of fome hours. He furnilhed it alfo in a very magni- ficient manner, contrary to his cullom, but in order to keep the Turks more in awe- Beiides this, he built two more, one for his chan-1 

eery, and the other for his favourite Grothufen, who kept a tableathis expence. While the king was thus employed in building at Bender, as if he had dc* figned to continue always in Turkey, Baltagi Maho- met being more apprehenfive than ever, of the in- trigues and complaints of this prince at the Porte, had fent the emperor of Germany’s refident to Vien- na, to procure a paffage for the king of Sweden through the hereditary territories of the houfe of Auf- tria. This envoy came back in three weeks time, 
with a promife from the imperial regency, that they would pay CJharles XII. all due honours, and conduit him fafely into Pomerania. In the mean time, M. de.Poniatosky wrote, and that from the camp of the grand vifir, an account of the Campaign of Pruth, wherein he accufed Baltagi Mahomet of cowardife and Treachery. This account he intruded to an hid janifary enraged at the vifir’s weaknefs, and moreover gained by Poniatosky’s’ pre- fents, who having got leave, went and prefented the letter with his own hands to the Sultan. Poniatosky fet out from the camp fome days after, 
and went to the Ottoman Porte, to Cabal againft the grand vifrr, as ufual. All circumllances feemed to favour the defign. Tlia, Czar, now at liberty, was in no hade to perform his promifes. It is cuuomary for princes to fend golden keys to the Sultan, when they deliver up any towns 
to the Turks. The keys of Afoph were not come, 
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ind the grand vifir, who was re^ponfible for them, aeing apprehenfive of his mailer’s refentment, durft . aot appear in' his prefence. The old vifir Courlouly, then in banifhment at Mytelene, thought this a proper opportunity to de» prive Achmet of the throne, and to fet up Ibrahim his nephew, and eldert fon to Muftapha, a young prince, who was at that time a prifoner of Hate to- jgeiher with his brother Mahomud. 1 To bring about this defign, it was neceffary that Mahomet Baltagi (hould be prevailed upon to make Ifure of the Sultan, by marching diredlly up to Con- llantinople with-the Janilaries." , I Mahomethad no inclination to any rath and hazar- , 'idous enterprifes; fo the old vifir applied himfelf to iOfman aga his lieutenant, who entirely governed shim. But the letters being intercepted, Courlouly and Ofman were beheaded, which is reckoned an in- famous punilhment in Turkey, and their heads laid in the hall of the divan. Among Ofman’s treafures, were found a ring which had been prefented him by the Czarina, and coo,000 pieces of gold, in Saxon, Polilh, and Mufcovite coin. As to Baltagi Mohomet, he w’as baniftied for hav- ing been made choice of without his knowledge, to be the inftrument of Chourlotily and Ofman’s plot- The king of Sweden was perpetually folliciting the Porte to fend him back thro’ Poland with a nume- rous'army. The divan indeed was determined to fend him back, but it was only with a guard of feven or eight thoufand men, not as a king they were mind- ed to fuccour, but as a gueft they were defirdus to be rid of. With this view Sultan Achmet wrote him the following letter. 
Moft powerful among the kings that worlhip Jefus, redrefier of wrongs and injuries, and protestor of right in the ports and republics of fouth and North ; 

fhinfling in majefty, lovc of honour and glory, and 
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of our fublime Porte, Charles king pf Sweden whofe enterprizes God crown with fuccefs. 

AS [oon os the mofl illufirtaus Achmet, formerly Chi •' aoux Pajhi, Jhall have the honour to deliver yoi \ ' this letter adorned with our imperial/eal, be perfwade^ ! ■ 
end convinced of the truth of our intentions conktinec, f ■ 
therein, viz. That though we .had deftgned to fend <mt ft ever-vi ft orient- army againjl the Czar a fecond time ,1 yet that prince, to avoid our jujl rejentment at his delay'- ing the execution of our treaty concluded on the banks oj ii 
the Pruth, and renewed again at our Jublime [Portal fct having furrendered into our hands the caflic and city of.) \ Ajoph, and having endeavoured by the mediation of the r Eng ii jo and Dutch ambalfador;, our antient allies, to is cultivate a lajling peace with us, we have granted his i requejl, and delivered his plenipotentiaries, who remain t with us as hojlages, our imperial ratification, having \ firfl received his from their hands. IVe have given our inviolable and faint ary orders to the right honourable and valiant Deivet Gherai, Han »■ of Boudgiak in Crim Tart ary, Noghai and Circajfia, and 5H to Ifmael our fage counfellor and noble Jerafquier of Ben- j 4 der, {whom God prejerve and augment their magnifi- ■ 
cence and wifdom) for your return through Poland, ac- ; cording to your firjl defign, which has again been laid \ t before us in your name. You mud prepare therefore to \ t fet for award the next winter, under the guidance of \ i providence, and with an honourable guard, in order to ' \ return to your own territories, taking care to pajs thro' ! 

Poland in a peaceable and friendly manner. You Jhall be provided with every thing necefifary for your journey by my fublime Porte, as well money as men, horfes and waggons. But we advije and exhort you a- hove all things, to give the fullefl and mofi exprejs or- * ders to all the Swedes and other foldiers in your retinue, not to make any havock, or be guilty of any a ft ion that may either direttly or indirectly tend to break this peace and alliance. 
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• i Hereby you will prejerve our good-will, of which we i hall endeavour to give you as great andfrequent proofs \ u we jhall have opportunities. The troops dejigned to .it tend you, (hall receive orders agreeable to your impe- ■i dal intentions in this particular. 

: Given at our Jublime porte ofConflantinoplethe 14th 
,f the month Rebyal Eureb, 1124. which anfwers to , 'he \c)th of April 1712. 

1 However, this letter did not put the king of Swe- / den intirely out of hopes. He wrote the Sultan word, . that he was ready to go, and fhould always acknow- ledge the favours his highnefs had heaped upon him ; .but he added, that he thought the Sultan toojult to I, ^end him away with no other guard than that of a , flying camp, in a country already over-run with the ; Czar’s troops. Achmet w'as fo little acquainted with what paffed in Poland, that he fent an aga to fee whether the »iCzar’s forces were dill there or not. Two fecretar- , ies of the king of Sweden, who underdood the Tufk- Ifidi language, accompanied the aga, in order to con- . [front him in cafe of a falfe report. This aga faw the forces with his own eyes, and . gave the Sultan a true account of the matter. Achmet l ;in a rage was going to drangle the grand vifir ; but ■ !the favourite who protected. him, and thought he 'might have occafion for him, obtained his pardon, and kept him fome time longer in the minidry. 
i, The grand Signior without more ado comityed the; ‘Mufcpvite embaifadcrs, already as mm.Lt ufed to go to prifon, as an audience, to the feven towerr. War ; was..declared afrcfh againd the Cz.tr, the horfe tails 1 difplayed, and orders given to all the badta’s, to raife | . an army of 200000 fighting men. Sultan him- 1 felf quitted Condantinople, and Td h ’ court at Ad- i drianpple, in order to be r • ;.rer the feat of wari’ >, ► Jn thjStnean time a folemn embady from' Augndos I and tbrrcfublic of Poland to the grand Signior wa« 
b ;      
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upon the road at Adrianople. At the head of thS embaJTy. was the palatine of MalTovia with a retinue »| above 300 perfons. Thefe were all feized and imprifoned in the fi! burbs of the city. Never was the Swedifh party fu!1 

ler of,Hbpes than upon this occafion: but thefe grec preparations came to nothing, and all their expcdla, tions were difappointed. The divan having thus determined Charles’s fate [ Ifmadferafquier of Bender repaired to Varnitfa, wher; the king was incantped, and acquainted him with th i refolutions of the Porte, giving him to underftandr in a civil manner, that there was no time to delay; but that he muft be gone. 
Charles made no other anfwer than this. That thi * grand Sigtjior bad promifed him an army, and not : i guard, and that kings ought to keep their word. L. He told the hailia of Bender, that he could'not gc j', till he had wherewithal to pay his debts. For though 1 his Thaim had for a long time been regularly paid his generofity had always forced him to borrow. Tin bailuw allied him, how much he wanted ? the king ; anfwered at a venture, a thoufand purfes, which a- L mounts to 1500000 livers of French money, ful f weight. The bafha wrote to the Porte about it; and i the Sultan, inllead of 1000 purfes. granted him 1200,1 j which he lent to the balha of Bender. When the 1200 purfes were arrived, his treafuren Crothulen, who, by redding fo long in Turkey, hadi ; learnt to fp"ak the language, went to wait upon thei • balha without an interpreter, in hopes to get the 1 200! purfes frbm him, and afterwards to form fome new intrigue at the Forte ; fallly imagining, as they always did, that the Swedilh party would at length arm the Otoman empire againlt the Czar. Grothufen told the bafha, that the king’s equipages could no.t be got ready without money, But we, lays the balhajslhall defray all your expences. Your ma- iler will be •.at no charge, while he continues under I my proteilion.- 
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' Cruthufen replied, that the difference between the Turkifn equipage, and thofe of the Franks was fo 
J fereat, that they were under a neceflity of applying to m 'he Swedilh and Polilh artificers at Varnitfa. “ i He affured him, that his mafter wa^ willing to go, and that his money would facilitate and halfen his lleparturd. The too credulous baffia gave him the 
^200, purfes, and within a few days came and de- " ired the king in a very refpeiflful manner to give or- " tiers for their departing. But he was extremely fur- 11 arized, when the king told him he was not ready to * 50, and that he wanted a thoufand pnrfes more. The i >a(ha, confounded with this anfwer, was fpeechlefs Sbr fome time, and then went to a window, where te was feen to fhed fome tears. Afterwards, turn* 

*■ ng to the kj^ng, I (hall lofe my head, fays he, for paving obliged your majelty. I have given you the f J 200 purfes againfl the exprefs order of my fove- reign. With thefe words, he took his leave, and ;'|vas going away full of grief, when the king 
fopped him, and told him, he would make fan excufe for him to the Sultan. Ah! replied the 

'if (Turk, as -he was going out, my mailer can puniffi “ faults, but not excuie them, 
I Ifmael balha went to acquaint the Kam of Tartary fvith the news. The kam having received the fame :brder with the baffia, not to fuller the 1200 purfes 

j ko be delivered before the king’s departure, and hav- l[ng conlented to the delivery of them, was as appre- : ben live of the grand Signior’s rcfentment as the bafba 
* ‘limfelf. They wrote both of them to the Porte to 1 f^ar themfelves, and intreated his highnefs not to * impute the king’s refufal to their difohedience. , {\ Charles perfilling in the notion that the kam and the balha defigned to deliver him up into the bands 1 rtf his enemies, ordered Mr. Funk, his envoy at the * Ottoman court, to lay his complaints again!! them pefore the;grand Signior, and to afk far 1000 purfis ! iiore. But he did it with a view to he refqfed, and 
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that he might have a fre(h pretence for not departing. 
All the anlwer^he received was to be clapt up in pri< s fon. The Sultan, ina paffion, called an extraordinarjj s divan, and (which is -very rarely done) fpoke him< u lelf as (pllow^, Ifcarce ever blew the kiilg of Sweden, but by hii iff defeat at Pultawa, and the requeft he made to me t\ i; grant him a fantluary in my empire. 1 have not, 1 belive'. >: any need of him, or any reafon to love or fear him ; yet \ I; •without cmfulting any other motives than the ho/pitalit} It: of a Mujfelman, and my own generftty, which fheds ths p dew of its favour upon the great as well as the little, f upon flrangers as well as my own fubjetfsp I havi t- received and afftjled him, his minijlers, officers andJol\ 
diers, in every refpecl, and fr three years and a halj fc have never held my hand from loading him with prefents, t: / have granted him a very confiderable guard to con* t dull him into his own country. He has ajkedfor IOOC I pur/cs to defray fome expenfes, though I pay them alt. E Infleadof a thou find I have granted him 1200. Aftei fe getting thefe out of the hands of the Serafquier ofBen- Jt ■tier,1 he defires 1000 more, and refufes to go, unde A- pretente) that the guard is too little, whereas it is bu\ % too large to pafs through the country of a friend an: 

. ally. f' __T; * / afk you then, whether it is a breach of the laws 0 >t 
'hofpitality, to fend this prince away? and whether f. 1 reign princes ought to accufe me of cruelty or injuflice 1 

in cafe I (bould be obliged to make him go by force ? All i1- the divan anfwered, was; that the grand Signioi i« might lawfully do what he had faid. The mufty declared, that the Muflelmans are no1 ! 

bound to hofpitality towards infidels, much lefs to* ' wards the ungrateful, and he granted his Fefta, a kinc 
of Mandate, which, for the mod part, accompadia I: the important orders of the grand Signior. Theh ‘ Fefta’s are reverend as oracles, tho’ the perfons frotr ' whom they come are as much the Sultan’s flaves as 1 any. others 
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, ■ Thebafha of Bender received the order at thekam’s, j. from whence he went immediately to Varnitfa, to 
v know whether the king would go away in a friendly ], inanner, or force him to execute the Sultan’s orders. Charles not ufed to this threatning language, could 

not command his temper. Obey your mailer, fays .• .he to the baiha, if you dare, and be gone out of my . prefence. The baiha, went oil' in a rage, and meet- * ling Fabrtcius by the way, he called out to him with- , |out flopping, the king won’t hearken to reafon y you’ll fee ftrange things prefently. The fame day .the cut off the king’s provifions, and removed the ,‘guard of janifaries. lie fent alfo to the Poles and ijCoifacks at Varnitfa, to let them know, that if they n "had a mind to have any provifions, they muft leave , jthe king of Sweden’s camp, and come and put them- ..jfelves under the protedlion of the Portent Bender. .^They all obeyed, and left the king, with only the • ^officers of his houihold and 300 Swedes, to cope with 
Tv20,odo Tartars, and 6000 Turks. Now there was 

no more proviiton in the camp either for man or Ihorfe; and in the mean time the Turks and Taitars invefled the little camp on all fides. , The king, with all the calmnefs in the world, ap- pointed his 300 Swedes to make regular fortifications, 
, and worked at them himfelf. His chancellor, trea- / jfurer, lecretaries, valet de chambres, and all his do'-’ ' nieftics, put their hands to the work. Some barric. j jaded the windows, others took the bars behind the ' idoors, and planted them in form of buttreifcs. In the mean time, every thing being ready for the 'aifault, Charles’s death feemed inevitable; but the Sultan’s command being not pofitive to kill him, in j cafe of refiftance, the bafiaa prevailed upon the kam ^ kto let him fend him an exprefs that moment to Adri- 5 fanople, where the grand Signior then was, to receive ' his highnefs’s lafl orders. At length, the grand Signior’s order being come, 
i to put to the fword all the Swedes that iliould make 
 lj :  



124 THE HISTORY OF the lead refinance, and not to fpare the life of th( king ; the bafna had the civility to ftiew Fabricius th< order, to the intent that he might try his 'utmoft to | prevail upon Charles. Fabricius went immediately to acquaint him with this bad news. Have you Jeen th& order youJpeak of? fays the king. I have replies Fabri* eius. Tell them then, fays the king, that this order if a fecondforgery of theirs, and that I nuill not go, Fabri- cius fell at his feet, put himfelf in a paflione and re- proached him with his obftinacy; but all was to no purpole. Go back to your Turks, fays the king to him fmiling, if they attack me, 1 know ho<w to defend my 
te’f The king’s chaplains alfo fell upon their knees before him, conjuring him not expofe the wretched* remains of Pultawa, and, above all his own facred perfon to certain death ; adding beftdes, that refiftancej in this cafe was a moli unwarantable adlion and that it was a violation of the laws of hofpitality to refolve1 

to continue with ftrangers againli their will, who had it fo long and generoufly fupported him. The king, who had fliewed no relentment rgainll Fabricius, grew warm upon this occafion, and told his priefts, that he took them to pray for him, and not to give him 
advice. * General Hoordand general DardofT, whbfe opinion n it had always been not to venture a battle, which in the confequence mufl prove fatal, Ihewed the king their breads covered with wounds they receiv- ed in his fervice, and alluring him they were ready to -die for him; begged that it might at lead be upon a more necelfary occafion. I know, fays the king, by your wounds and my oWn, that we have fought valiant- 
ly together. You have hitherto done your duty, do it a- gain n It was not long before they faw the Turks and Tartars advancing, in order of battle, to attack the 
little fortrefs, with ten pieces of ordnance and two 
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, mortar pieces. The horll-tails waved in the air, j the clarions founded, the cries of alia, alia, were heard ,, on all fides. Baron Grothufen took notice that the , Turks did not mix any abufive language againft the king in their cries, but only called him demis-Aa/h, ■j which fignifies head of iron, and refolved that mo- ,' ment to go alone and unarmed out of the fortificati- . i ons. He acmnced up to the line of the janifaries, who j almoft all of them received money from him, ‘ Ah, “i* what my friends!’ fays he to them in their own J language, ‘ are you come to madacre 500 defence- iMefs Swedes ? you brave janifaries, who have pardon- j*ed 100000 Mufcovites upon their crying Ammon, ^ «l(i. e. pardon) to you : have you forgot the kindnefs j you have received ‘from us ? and would you aifaffinate , , that great king of Sweden, whom ye loved fo much 
t 

1 and who has been fo generous to you l my friends, , r hfe afks but three days, and the Sultan's orders are j i not fo ftridt as you are made to believe.’ j Tliefe words produced an effect which Grothufen 
, himfelf did not expeit. The janifaries fwore upon .»their beards they would not attack the king, and that , j they would give him the three days he demanded. In vafh was the fignal given for the aflault. The jani- j! faries far from obeying, threaten to fall upon their 1 leaders, if three days Were not granted to the king of , i Sweden. They came to the balba of Bender’s tent J ■ in a body, crying out that the Sultan’s orders were j S forged. To this unexpedted infurreftion, the bafha ! f had nothing to oppofe but patience. , ! The balha returning to Bender, afiembled all the . * officers of the janifaries and the oldefl foldiers, and . I both read to them, and {hewed them the pofitiveor- i der of the Sultan, and the Mufti’s fefta. j f Sixty of the oldeft of them, with venerable grey « 1 beards, who had received a thoufand prefents from 
t the king’s band, offered to go in perfon to him, and ’ intreat him to pm himfelf into their hands, aad per- : mit them to ferve him as guards. 
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But neither the propoftl of the old janifaries, ncr || Poniatolky’s letters could in the leaft convince the |j king, that it was poffible for him to give way without! injuring his honour. He chufe rather to die by the 1 

hands of the Turks, than be in any manner their pri- foner. He difmifTed the janifaries without feeing them, and fent them word, that if the^did not go about their bufinefs he’d lhave their bearas for them; •which, in the call, is reckoned the molt provoking affront that can be offered. Thefe old foldiers, fired with refentment, returned home, crying as they went, ‘ Down with this head I i ‘of iron! fince he is refolved to perifh, let him pe- i ‘ rifh.’ They gave the bafha an account of their b commiffion, and acquainted their comrades at Ben- t der with the ftrange reception they had met with. , 1 Upon this every one fwore to obey the bafha’s order’s 1 (i •without delay; and they were now as impatient of going to the allault, as they had been averfe the day ;< before. TluTword was given that moment. They march- 
ed up to the entrenchments. The Tartars were al- . : ready waiting for them, and the cannon began to.;\ play. : The janifaries on one fide, and the Tattars on the j?: 
other, fortfed the little camp in an inffant. Twenty ;' Swedes had fcarce time to draw their fwords, before . ;r the whole-300 were furrounded, and taken prifoners it without refiflance. The king was then on horfeback j. between his houfe and his camp, with the generals ;| Hoord, Darduff and Sparre ; and feeing that all his i foldiers had fuffered themfelves to be taken beforehis eyes, he faid in cold blood to thofe three office; s, Let v!go and defend the houfe. We'll fight, adds he with i a fniile, fro arts et Focis. Immediately he gallops up to the houfe with them, | where he had placed’about forty domefScs and centi- xiels. and which they had fortified in the belt manner : < 
they could.   \ t 
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: Thefe generals, however accuftomed to the obfti- 
t nate intrepidity of their mafter, could not help being ! ? furprized, that in cold blood, and with a jeafting air, <1 Re Ihould be refolved to (land out againll ten pieces . of cannon and a whole army. They followed him with <1 fome guards and domeftics, to the number of twenty 1 perfons. But when they came »o the door, they found it be- Ijfetwith Janifaries. Belides, near 200 Turks and ’Tartars had already got in at a window, and made ! | themfelves mailer of all the apartments, except a great ( Jhall, whether the king’s domeftics had retired. It . * happened luckily, that this hall was near the door, > ''at which the king propofed to enter with his little d troop of twenty perfons. He threw himfelf off his horfe with piftol and fword in hand, and his follow-; v ers did the fame. f } The Janifaries fell upon him on all fides, being en- , i couraged by the balha’s promife of eight ducats of ; gold to each man that ftiould but touch his cloaths, . ? in cafe they could not take him. He wounded and . j, killed all that came near him. A Janifary, whom -I he had wounded, clapped his blunderbufs to his face, and if the arm of a Turk had not juftled him, occa- J 'fioned by the crowd, that moved backwards,and fore- wards like waves, the king had been killed. The i ball grafed upon his nofe, and took off a piece of his •1^ ear, and then broke general Hoord’s arm, whofe fate i it was to be always wounded by his mailer’s fide, j The king ftruck his fword into the Janifary’s bread, . ; and at the fame time his domeftics, who were Ihut , « up in the great hall, opened the door to him. He enters as fwift as an arrow with his little troop, and i ; io an inftant they ftnit the door again, and barricade ■ it with all they can find. ; Thus was Charles XII. Ihut up in this hall with all 
' . his attendants, amounting to about threefcore men, . > officers, guards, fecretaries, Valet de Chambrc’s and 

\ domeftics of all kinds. 



isS THE HISTORY OF 
The Janifaries and Tartars pillaged the reft of the houfe, and filled the apartments. Come, fays the king, let us go and drive out tb?fe barbarians ! and putting himfelf at the head of his men, he, with his own hands, opened the door of the hall, which faced his bed- chamber, goes into it, and fires upon the plunderers. The Turks loaden with booty, being terrified at 

the- fudden appearance of thrking, whom they had been ufed to reverence, threw down their arms, and leapt out of the window, or fled into the cellars. The king taking advantage of the confufion they were in, and his own men being animated with this piece of fuccefs, they purfued the Turks from chamber to chamber killed or wounded thofe that had not made their efcape, and in a quarter of an hour cleared the houfe of the enemy. The king, in the heat of the fight, perceived two t Janifaries who hid themfelves under his bed. He thurft his fword through one of them, anditrlled him ; but the'other alked pardon crying, Amman. I grant -j you your life, fays the king, upon condition that you go and give the baflia a faithful account of what you j have feen. The Swedes at length become mafters of the houfe, : 

fhut the windows again, and barricadoed them. In j this fituation, they had no want of arms, a ground- ; chamber full of muskets and powder having efcaped \ the tumultuous fearch of the Janifaries. This they made a very feafbnable ufe of, firing dole upon the 'Turks thro’ the windows, and killng 200 of them in ; left than half a quarter of an hour. The cannon played againft the houfe; but the flones being veryfoftrit only made holes in the wall but demolifhed nothing. The Kam of Tartary, and the baflia, who were de- firous of taking the king alive, being afhamed to lofe time and men, and employ an arrmy againft fixty per- ! fons, thought it proper to fet fire to the houfe, in order to oblige the king to furrender. For this pur- 
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pofe, they .ordered fome arrows twifled about with lighted matches, to befhot upon the roof, and againfl: the door and windows; by which means, the hou^jg was immediately in flames. The roof all on firearm ready to tumble upon the Swedes. The king^.with a very fedate air, gave orders to extinguifli the fire ; and-finding a little barrel full of liquor, he laid hold of it himfelf, and with the afliftance of two Swedes, threw it upon the place where rhe fire was mod1 vi- olent ; then hedifcovered that it was full of brandy. But the hurry which is infeparable from fuch a date of confufion, hindered him from thinking of it be- fore. A centinel named Walberg, ventured in*this ex- tremity to cry, that there was a neceflity for furren- dering. What a flrange man, fays the king, is this, to imagine that it is not more glorious to be burnt, than taken prifoner! another centinel, named Rofen, had the thought to fay, that the chancery houfe, which was but fifty paces off, has a done roof, and was proof againd fire ; that it would do well to fally out, and gain that houfe, and their Hand ipon their de- fence. A true Swede, cries the king ; then he em- braced him, and made him a colonel on the fpot. The Turks, who all this while encompafled the houfe, were druck with fear and admiration, to fee the Swedes continue in it, notwithdanding it was all in flames. But they were much more furprifed when they faw them open the doors, and the king and his 
men fall upon them in a defperate manner. Charles, and his principal officers, were armed with fword and piflol. Every one fired too piffols at 3 time in the indant that the door opened; and in the twinkling of an eye, throwing away their pidols, and drawing their fwords, they drove the Turks back the didance of fifty paces; but the moment after this litttle troop was furrounded. The king being booted, accord- ing to cudom, threw.himfelf down with his fpurrs. Immediately one and twenty janifaries fall upon hintj 
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difarm him, and bear him away to the bafha’s quar- ter’s fome taking hold of his arms, and others of his ^egs, as the manner is to carry a perfon for fear of in- commoding him. As foon as the king faw himfelf in their hands, he! 
looked upon the janifaries with a fmiling countenance, and they carried him, crying alia, with a mixture of anger and refpedt in their faces. His'officers were taken at the fame time, and Uript by the Turks and Tartars. It was on the 12th of February, 1713, ; that this ftrange adventure hapen’d. 

BOOK VII. 
THE bafha of Bender waited with fome (late in i his tent, expelling the king; and had by f him one Marco for an interpreter. He received the i. king with great refped, and prayed him to repofe u- pon a fopha, but the king took no notice of his ci- 
vilities, and continued Handing. The next morning they conveyed the king in a chariot covered with fcarlet towards Adrianople. . While they were carrying this king difarmed and a , 

hprifoner, who not only before had given law to fo 1 many countries, had been arbiter of the north, and the terror of all Europe ; their happened to appear in the very fame place another inftance of the frailty ( of human greatnefs. King Staniflaus was feized in'1; the Turks dominions, and carried prifoner to Bender at the fame time that they were conveying Charles to 1 

Adrianople. Staniflaus, unfupported by’the hand that made him king, having no money, and confequently no friends ji in Poland, retired to Pomerania, and as he was not ; able to preferve his own kingdom, had done his belt to r defend his benefatflor’s. But in going to take advice 1 

of Charles, in relation to his abdicating the kingdom j 1 

of Poland, he was flopped at Yafli in Mold avia. When j 
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• ilie came near Bender, the bafha, who was returning ' back from Charles, fent him an Arabian horfe with fine furniture. Staniflaus was received at Bender with a difcbarge :£ of the artillery; and bating that he was a prifonej'j had 

: no great caufe to complain of his ufage there. 1 ■ As for Charles, he was going to Adiianople, and ) the town was full of difcourfe beforehand about the ■ battle. The Turks both admired and blamed him ;' 1 but the divan was fo exafperated, that they threatned .to confine him in one of the iflands in the Archjpe- 
- iiago. , Some weeks after, there was a fudden change in jthe feraglio, which the Swedes affirm was owing to a letter that had been delivered to the Sultan in the l! 'king their mailer's behalf. The mufti was immedi- fi lately depofed, the Kam of the Tartars banilhed to an ' ifland in the Archipelago. > In the mean time, Charles was carried to a little ■ fcallle called Demirtaffi, near Adrianople, where mul- titudes of Turks were waiting to fee him alight. He i | was conveyed out of the chariot to the caftle upon a Sopha; but that he might not be feen, he put a ch- ( Ihion over his head. 1 ; He was buried here in oblivion and inaflivity for : »about eleven months; which following clofe upon the ! ; mod violent exercife, macie that ilinefs real, which 'i he had fome time feigned. In Europe, they verily !ij thought him dead; and the regency which he fettled 1 when he left Stockholm, hearing nothing from him, the fenatc waited on theprincefs Ulric Elonora, to de- i fire (he would take the regency in her brother’s ab- : fence. She did accept of it; but finding the fenate ' had a mind to force her to a peace with the Czar and ; ; Denmark, that on every fide were falling upon Swe- 5i den, which fne knew the king would never ratify, (he refigned the regency, and wrote him a full account of 5 the matter to Turkey. The king received her letters at Demotioa, and 
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thofe Defpotic notions which he had early imbibed *■ made him quite forget that ever Sweden had been a free Rate, or that the fenate ufed to fhare in the go- ' vernment of it with their former kings. Wherefore, to prevent any attempts in Sweden a-' ( 

gainft his authority, and that he might defend his country ; hoping nothing tnore now from the Ot- 1 

tomans but depending only on himfelf: he fignified i to the grand vilir his deiire to be gone, by the way l of Germany. So the day was fet; and Charles before he went, 1 

was willing to make a figure as a king, notwithflan- | ing the wretched condition he was in. He made .K Grothufen his embaflador extraordinary, and fent him if1 

in form to take his leave at Conltantinople, with a it train of four!core perfons richly drefled. On the firft of Odfober, 1714, the king began his ; ij: journey. A capagi Bafha, with fix Chiaoux, went r to attend him from Demirtafii. whether he had moved ^ a few days before. The prefents they brought him ji from the grand feignior were, a large tent of fcarlet !l' embroidred with gold, a fabre fet with jewels, eight * beautiful Arabian horfes with fine faddles and Itirrups 1 ij of maffive filver^ The convoy confided of threefcore carriages, loaden . ■ 
with all'forts of provifion, and three hundred horfe. j ' When he came to the Turkilh frontiers, StSniflaus 1 ^ was going thenceanother way into Germany, intend- 1: 

ing to retire into the duchy of Deux Fonts. Charles f afligned to Sianiflaus the the revenue of this duchy, 1 which was then reckoned to'be about feventy thou- j if5 

find crowns. When the king of Sweden came to the German ' frontiers, he found the emperor'had given orders for. j 1 

his reception every where with proper date, Wberer 
ever harbingers had fixed his rout, great preparati- > ' oh^s were making to entertain him; and a world of j 1 

people came tohehold the man, whofe conqueds and j misfortunes, whofe leaf! aidions, nay, and lying dill, . 1 
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had made fo much noife both in Europe and in Afia. Put Charles had no mind to fo much pomp, or to ..make a (hew of the prifoner of Bender: but was ra- ther thinking how he might retrive his ill fortune with feme noble ftroke before he came back to Stockholm. So difmilTmg his Turkifh attendants at Targowitz, on the borders of Tranfylvania; he called his peo- ple together in a yard, and bid them take no thought for him, but make the bed of their way to Straelfund in Pomerania, about three hundred leagues from j thence, up the Baltick fea. He took no body with him, but one During, a .'young man, whom he made a colonel afterwards. He '’parted chearfully with his officers, leaving them in .'great coufufion and concern for him. For a difguife l he wore a black peruke, inftead of his own hair, a || gold laced hat, grey cloaths, and a blue coat, pafling i: for a German officer, and rid poit with only Colonel ' During. Having rid all the firft day without (lopping, Du- | ring not being ufed to fuch fatigues, fainted away when he came to alight. The king would not (lay a 

j moment, but allied During, What money be had ? he i faid, about a thoujand crowns. Give me half, fays the king, I fee you cannot go on ; I'll go without you. Du- ; ring begged he would (lay three hours, and he was 1 fure by that time he ffiould be able to go on, and de- i fired him to confider the danger of going alone. The king would not be perfwaded, but made him give I him the five hundred crowns, and called for horfes. During, afraid of what might happen, bethought him- 1 felf of this contrivance. He takes the pod mailer a- 1P fide : Friend, fays he this is my coufin, nxie are going ■ upon bufinefs together, and you fee be won't flay for me , hut three hours; prithee give him the wotfl borje you have; and let me have a pojt chafe, or fdme Juch y < thing. ■ He put a couple of ducats into the man’s handslfr 
| and was obeyed punftually : fo the king had a horfe M 
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that was both lame and refly. Away he went about ten at night, through the fnow, and wind, and rain. His fellow-traveller, after a few hours reft, fet out ag ip in a chaife with very good horfes. About break ©i day he overtook the king, with his horle tired, and walking towards the next ftage. 

Then he was forced to get in with During, and flept upon the llraw ; and afterwards they never ftop- 
ed, but went on, on horfeback all day, and fleeping in a chaife at night. Thusi in fixteen days riding, and often in danger , of being taken, he came at latt upon the 21ft of No- vember 1714, to the gates of Strailfund, about one . in the morning. The king faid, be was a courier from the king in . Turkey, and mult fpeak immediately with general . Dakar the governour. The centinel told him, it r was too late, the governour was a-bed, and he mull 
flay till day-light. The king faid it was an affair of confequence; and V declared if he did not go diredlly and wake the gover- nour, they fliould all be hanged in the morning. At lj. laft a ferjeant went and called the governour; and Du- 1 kar, thinking it might be fome general officers, orde- red the gates to be opened, and the courier wasbrought up to his chamber. Duker, rubbing his eyes, afked. What news of his ; ' tnajefly ? the king took him by the fhoulder, nuhatt | ‘y. fays he, Duker, have my bejt fuhjeCls Jorgot me ? the general, could fcarce believe his eyes, and jumping ] out of bed, embraced bis mafter’s knees with tears of joy. The news was all over the town in an inftant. Every body got up ; the foldiers came about the go- c. vernour’s houfe. The llreets were full of people, |. aiking if the news were true ? the windows were il- V laminated, the conduits ran with wine, and theartil- , Jery fired. However, the king was put to bed, which was > 

more than he had been for fixteen days; they were ■: . 
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'I forced to cut off his hoots, his legs were fo fwollen 
. with tlie fatigue. He had neither linnen, nor cloaths; a and they provided in hade whatever they could find i\ to fit him. When he had flept fome hours, thefirft di thing he did was to review his troops, and examine 

the fortifications. And that very day he fent out or- il ders into all parts for renewing the war with more 
• vigour than ever again!! all his enemies. . j But Sweden had loft all her foreign provinces, and j had neither trade, nor money, nor credit; her ve- i teran troops wereeither killed, or died for want. Above ■ . 100000 Swedes were (laves in Mufcovy ; and as many it.: more fold to the Turks and Tartars. The very fpe- 1 cies of men was vifibly decayed in the country ; but t ■ notwithftanding all this, their hopes revived as foon J; as ever they heard their king was come to Strael- 1" fund. ; { Such ftrong imprefiions of admiration and refpeifl reigned in the hearts of all his fubje<51s, that multi- ; r tudes of young people came out of all parts of the ■ ; country, and offered tbemfelves to be lifted, hardly i f leaving hands enough at home for cultivating their ■ ; lands. 

TH E king, during thefe preparations, give his only lifter, Uulrica Eleonora in marriage to Frederick Prince of Heffe Caffel. This marriage was not honoured with the king’s prefence, who was now huffy in finilhing the fortifi- cations of Strailfund, a place of great importance, which was in danger from the kings of Denmark and Pruffia. However, he made his brother-in-law ge-' 
neraliflimo of all the Swedilh forces. This prince had lerved the ftates genera] in the French war, and was efteemed a good foldier, which went a good way 
towards his match with Charles’s filter. 

BOOK VIII. 

M a 
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At the month of the Oder, a river that divides Po- merania, and palling byStetin, falls inuuhe Baltic, there 

is a little ifland called Ufedom. Its fituation make it a place of vaft importance ; for it commands the Oder both on the right and left, , and whoever has it, is mailer of the navigation of ! 

that river. The king of Prulfia had diflodged the Swedes from thence, keeping that as well as Stetin in his bands, and faid he did it purely for the fake of , peace. The Swedes however had retaken it in tyiy, , and held too forts there, which were manned only with 250 Pomeranians, commanded by an old Swe- dilh officer named Duflep or Duflerp, a man who well 1 

deferves to be remembered. The king of Pruffia fent tyoo foot, and 800 dra- goons into the ifland. They landed without oppo- sition on the fide of Suine, which the Swedifh offi- cer had left, being a place of leaf! importance, and I. unwilling to divide his little company, he retired with them into the caftle of Penamondre, refolving ;j *0 hold out to the lafl extremity. So they were forced to make a fiege in all the forms. They ffiipped their artillery at Stetin,and fent in a re- inforcement of 1000 Pruffian foot and 400 horfe. Scon after they opened the trenches in too places, , and played a brilk fire of cannon and mortars. In the :■ time of the fiege, a Swediffi foldier, fent privately with a letter from Charles, found means to land on the ifland, and flip into Penamondre. He gave the letter to the commander, which was in thefe words, i 
DO not fire, till the enemy comes to the brink 0} the I:' Fofie : fiand on your defence till the lafl drop of ; hlood. I commend you to your good fortune. Charles. 1 

Duflerp, reading the note refolved to obey, and 
• die, as he was bid, to ferve his mafler. By break :: of day the aflault was given. The befieged made 1 

their fire as directed, and killed abundance; but the 
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Foflfe was full, the breach large, and thebeflegers too numerous. They entered in two different places at once. The commander now thought he had nothing more to do, than to obey his orders, and fell his life dear : he abandoned the breaches, intrenched his lit- tle company, who had all honour and courage enough to go with him, and placed them f> that they fhould not be furrounded. The enemy came on, wondering he would not afk for quarter. But he fought a whole hour, and when he had loft half his foldiers, was kil- led at lalt with his lieutenant and major. There were then a hundred men left, and one officer, who allied their lives, and were taken prifoners. In the com- mander’s pocket they found his mailer’s letter, which was carried to the king of Pruffia. At the time when Charles fuftained the lofs ofUfe- dom,and the neighbouring iflands which were quick- ly taken, While Wifmar was ready to furrender, with no fleet to help, and Sweden in the utmoft danger, he himfelf was in Straelfund, and there befieged by 
36,000 men. There was in it a garrifon of 9000 men, and more than all, the king of Sweden himfelf. The kings of Denmark and Pruflia befieged it with an armyt of 
36000 men, confiding of Pruffians, Danes and Sax- ons. Overagainft Strailfund upon the Baltic, is the ifl- and of Rugen, which ferves for a defence to this place, whether the garrifon and people could retire upon occafion, if they had but boats. This ifland was of great confequence to Charles ; for he knew if once the enemy were mailers of it, he fliould foon be invefted both by fea and land, and probably buried in the ruins of Strailfund, or elfe a prifoner to thole whom he had before fo much defpifed, and ufed lb hardly. However, the ill ftate of his affairs had not allowed him to fend a fufficient garrifon to Rugen, there being no more than 2000 regular troops in all upon the ifland. 
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The enemy had been for three months making all proper difpofitions for a decent thither, which was very difficuit : but having built boats for the purpofe, the prince of Atihalt, by the favour of good weather, landed at laft 12,000 men upon the place, on the 1 cth of N ovember. That very day the king had been defending an out- work for three hours, and coming back very much fatigued, he was told that the Danes and Pruflians were in Rugen. It was eight o’ clock at night, and lie went diredlly in a fifher-boat with Poniatosky, Grothufen, During, Dardorf, and by nine he got to the ifland. He joined his two thoufand men, that were entrenched near a little haven about three leagues from where the enemy had landed. He marched j with them at midnight in great (ilence. The Prince . 

of Anhalt had ufed a caution that feemedunneceffary, to entrench his camp. His officers expedled nothing in the night, and little thought but Charles was fafe at Straelfund. But the prince, who knew Charles much better, ordered a deep FofTe with Chevaux de de frize upon the edge of it, and took as much pre- caution as if he had to do with an army of fuperior force. At two in the morning Chafles came to the enemy’s 
camp, without making the leaft noife. His foldiers ; find to one another* Come, let us pull up the Chevaux de frife; which words were overheard by the c.enti-; riels; and the alarm been quickly given, the enemies flood quick to their arms. The king taking up the chevaux de frife, fees a great fiffe, /ly, fays he, im- pojfible ! this is more than I expetted! not at all dif- couraged, and knowing nothing oftheir numbers, nor 
they of his, for the night favoured him in that, he refolved in an inflant, jumped into the ditb, and fome 
of the boldeft with him, and all the reft were quick- 
ly after him. The chevaux de frije were removed, the earth levelled, with trunks and branches of trees 
as they could find them, and ih? bodies of the dead 
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for fafcines. The king, the generals, and the bold- • eft of the officers and foldiers, got on one another's ' fhoulders, as in aflaults. The fight began in the d- S nemies camp; and the vigour of tbcSXvedes put the ! Danes and Pruffians into great diforder ; but their ! numbers being too unequalj the Swedes were repul- 1 fed in about a quarter of an hour, and repaired the fojje. The unfortunate king rallied his troops in the field, and the fight was renewed with equal warmth on both fides. He faw his favourite Grothufen and | General Dardorf fall, and pafted over the lad in fight- ; ing before he was quite dead. During, his companion ' \ from Turkey to Strailfisnd, was killed before his face. The king himfelf was (hot near the left bread. Count Poniatosky was near, who having faved his ) life at Pultawa, had the good fortune to do the like ii again at Rugen, and remounted him. The Swedes retired to a part of the ifland named Alteferra, where there was a fort they were yet maf- ters of. From thence the king returned to Straelfund ' obliged to leave thofe brave troops who had ferved him fo well in that expedition ; and they were all made prifoners of war in two days after. In four days the enemy made an aflault upon the hornwork, which they took twice, and were beaten off. The king was always fighting among the grena- ; diers; but at laft their number prevailing, they be- came mafters of it. Charles continued in the place two d lys after that, and ftaid till midnight upon a ‘ ravelin that was quite deftroyed by the bombs and cannon. The next day, the chief officers entreated him to flay no longer in a place which could not be defended. But to retreat was now as dangerous as to flay. The Baltic was covered with Mufco- vite and Danifh fhips, and the king, after great dan- ger, landed at Ifted in Scandinavia, and came to 

Carelfcroon in a very different condition from what he' had gone in from thence fifteen years before in a 
: Ihip of 120 guns, to give law to all the north. Charles was going to make a fecond attempt upon 
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Norway, in October 1718, and he had laid matters 
fo, that he did not doubt to be mailer of the country in fix months. The winter is fevere enough in Swe- den, to KIH the animals that live there ; but he chofe to go and conquer rocks, where for fnow and ice it is much worfe, rather than try to regain his beautiful provinces in Germany ; but he hoped his new alliance with the Czar would put him foon in a condition to retake them. Befides, his ambition was pleafed with the thought of taking a kingdom from hisconquering enemy At the mouth of the river Tiltendall, near the bay 
of Denmark, between Bahus and Anflo, Hands Fre- dericlhall, a place of great llrength and importance, which is reckoned to be the key of that kingdom. Charles fat down before it in the month of Decem- ber. The cold was fo extreme, that the foldiers could hardly break the ground. They might as well opened trenches in a rock ; but the Swedes thought much of no fatigues in which they faw their king take his fhure lb icadily ; and Charles himlelf did never fuffer more than now. His conftitution by eighteen yedrs labour was hardened to that degree, that he 
would fleep in the open field here in Norway, in the midll of winter upon boards or draw, covered only with his cloak, without prejudifing his health. Some of the foldiers in their polls fell down dead with cold, and others that were ready to die durll not complain when they faw their king bear it. A little before this expedition, hearing of a woman in Scandinavia, named Joan Dotter, that bad lived feveral months upon no- thing but water ; he, who bad ftudied all his life to bear the word extremes that human nature can fup- port, wasrefolved,to try how long he was able to fall. ' He neither eat nor drank, for five days, and on the fixth, in the morning, he rid two leagues to his bro- ther’s the prince of HelTe, where he eat very heartily, without feeling the lead diforder, either from his long-fading, or his full eating afterwards. On the 1 ith of December, being St. Andrew’s day, he went about nine at night to fee the trenches: and 
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iinding the parallel not advanced to his mind, he was a little vexed at it; but monf Megret, a French en- 
gineer, that conduced the fiege, allured him, the place would be taken in eight days time. Jhall fee, fays the king, what can be clone > and going on with the engineer to examine the works, he flopped at a place where the boyou made an angle with the parallel, and kneeling upon the inner Talus, he lean- ed with his elbows on the parapet, to look upon the men that were carrying on the trenches by flar-light. The leaf! circumflances are taken notice, of, that relate to the death of fo great a man as Charles XII. I muft therefore take upon me to fay, that all the converfation that has been reported by feveral writers, and M. de la Montraye among the reft, between the king and Megret the engineer, is abfolutely falfe. And this is what I know to be the truth.of the bufinefs. The king flood with half .His body expofed to a battery of cannon exaflly levelled at the angle where he was. Not a foul was near him, but two Frenchmen, one was Monfieur Siker his aid de- camp, a man of great courage and conduct, who came into his fervice in Turkey ; and wa^ particular- ly attached to the Prjnee of Hefte ; the other was this engineer. The cannon fired with chain Ihot, to which the king flood more expofed than any of them. Not far behind was count Swerin, who commanded the trenches. Count PofTe, captain of the guard, and one Kulbert an aid-de camp, received his orders. Si- ker and Megret faw the king the moment he fell upon the parapet, fetching a deep figh. They ran to him, but he was quite dead, a ball of half a pound had {truck him on the right temple, and made a hole big enough to turn three fingers in. His head lying over ' the parapet. The left eye was beat in, and the right quite out of its fbket. He was dead in an inflant ; but he had the force in that inflant to put his hand to the guard of his fword, and lay in that pofture. At this, Megret, a man of great indifference, faid 
Let us be going, the play is done. Siker ran imme^ 
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diately, and told count Swerin, and they all agreed to keep it private till the prince of Hefle could be in- tor^ied of it. They covered the corps with a grey cloak; «*ker put on him his hat and wig, and he was carried by tlic name of captain CarHbern through the troops, who faw their dead king pafs, ( little thinking who it was. 

The Prince gave orders prefemly, that none (hould flirr out of the camp, and that all the paflTesto Sweden 
fhould be guarded, till he could take meafures for his wife to claim the crown, and to exclude the duke of Holftein, who might poflibly pretend to it. Thus fell Charles XII. king of Sweden, at the age of fix and thirty years and a half, having known the extremes of prosperity, and ofadverfity, without being foftenedby the one, or in the lead difiurbed at the other. All his adlions, even thofe of his private life, are ai- med beyond any meafure of probability. Perhaps he was the only man, to be fure he was the only king, that ever had lived without failings. He carried all the virtues of a hero to thatexcefs, that they became faults, and were as dangerous as any of the oppofite vices. His refolution grown to obdinacy, occafioned; his misfortunes in Ukrania, and kept him five years in Turkey. His liberality degenerating into profufi- on, ruined Sweden. His courage becoming raihnefs, was the occafion of his death. His judice has been fometimes cruelty : and in his latter years, the main- taining his prerogative came not far Ihort of tyranny. 
Hi§ great qualities, any one of which had been e- nough to make another prince immortal, were a mif- fortune to his country. He never began a quarrel with any, but he was rather over warm than wife in his re- fentment. He was the fird that ever had the ambition 
to be a conqueror, without widiing to encreafs his do-, minions. His defire to gain kingdoms, was only that he might give them away. The paflion he had for glory, for war, and for revenge, made him too little of a politician, without which the world never before faw any prince a conqueror. Before a battle he was 



CHARLES XII. B. VIII. 143 
full of confidence, exceeding modeft after a viftory* • and in a defeat undaunted. Sparing others no more | than he did himfeif, he made a fmall account of his s own or his fubjedts lives or labours; a manfxtraor- 

| dinary rather than a great man, and fitter to be ad- i mired than imitated. His lifiyyioweyer, may be a ildlbn to kings, and teach ‘he^^ that a peaceful and happy reign is more to be delired than fo murh s'-- 7 • 
I Charles Xir. was tall and well fhaped, he had a fine fore-head, large blue eyes full of fweetnefs, and a handfome nofe: but the lower part of his face was lidifagreeable, and often the worfe for his laugh, which was very unbecoming; he had little beard or hair; he l'fpoke little, and it was habitual to him t^nfwer only with that laugh. At his table there was always great iifilence. With all that inflexible temper of his, he was i timerous andbafhful.and often at a lofs in company, tfor having given himfeif fo wholly up to war, he knew - but little of converfation. Before his long leifure in | Turkey, he had never read anything but Caefat’s . commentaries and the hiftory of Alexander. But he .; had writ fome obfervations upon war and his own 1 campaigns, from 1700 to 1709. which he owned to I the chevalier de Folard, and faid the manufeript was , f loft at the unfortunate battle of Pultawa, As to religion, though the fentiments of a prince , ; need not influence thofe of other men; and the opi- , 1 nion of a king fo ill informed as Charles, can be of ,no great weight in fuch matters; yet it is proper that . 'men’s ceriofity fhould be fatisfied in this as we)4‘ras . other-pariculars concerning him. I have it from the i I gentlemar who gave me moft of the materials bf this .'hiftory, that Charles was a ferious Lutheran till .,/ the year 1707 ; he then faw the famous philofopher , Mr. Leibnitz at Leipfic, who was a great Free- 'A < y thinkfer, ani talked very freely, havinginftilled his no- 

i-i tions into more princes befides this. Charles learned . from this philofopber a good deal of indifference ' . for Lutheraaifm: which he carried afterwards 
s much farther) when he had more time in Tur- 
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Of all his old opinions Ije retained but one, which , was abiblute predeftination, a do&rine that favoured I his coUfSge, and juftified his ralh adventures. The Czar had much the fame opinions as to religion and fate : but. he was mr>r^free to talk of them, as he did I of every thing elfe wflfflUe favourites very familiarly; fo* u, i^d this advantage ovei Charles, that‘he had | ftudied philofophy, *ud was a good rP*>aker. ' \ I cannot help taking notice hereof a (lander that is j too often fpread by credulous or ill-meaning people,! who will have it, that when princes die, they were | either poifoned or afTadinatcd : and the flory went'irr ! Germany, t|^t Monfieur Siker was the man that kih- j led the kingof Sweden. That brave officer wa§vefy| uneafy at the report a good while ; and one d2y-tjdk-l ing of it to me, he faid thefe very words, ‘ I might 

* have killed the king of Sweden, but I had fuch a veneratiem for the hero, that though I had intended (I itj I could not offer to do it. •As foon as he was dead, the (lege ofTredrickffrair ! was raifed. The Swedes, who thought his glory ra- | 
ther a burden than a happinefs, made peace with all , their neighbours as fait as they could, and’ foon put 1 an end'to that abfolute power which baron Goerts had j made them weary of. The Hates went to a free elec-| tion of king Charles’s filter for their quren, and obli- i • ged her folemnly to renounce her heriditary right toj the crown, holding it only by the people’s choice. She | promiled with repeated oaths, never to let up arbitrary J power; and afterwards, her love of power giving way ! 

to conjugal affe&ion, (he yielded the crown to her : 

hufband, and brought the Hates to chufe him who af- , ccnded the throne upon the fame conditions. I Baron Goerts was feized immediately upon Charles’s, death, and condemned by the fenate of Stockholm to 1 f be beheaded under the gallows; an inHance rather of revenge than juflicc, and a cruel infult on the memo-- ry of a king whom Sweden yet admires. f F J N I S. 
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