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ADVERTISEMENT. 
Tke prefent Abridgement was fuggejled by the heads of fame 

of our principal fcbools. It was thought that the JubJlance of 
the Roman Hijlory, thrown into eafy Narrative, would -excite 
the curiofity of youth much more agreeably than the common dry 
mode of Queftion and Anfwer, calculated to turn into taik a 
fpecies of injlruhlion meant certainly for entertainment. 
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PREFACE 
TO THE OCTAVO EDITION OF DR GOLD- 

SMITH’S ROMAN HISTORY. 

HERE are feme fubje&s on which a writer muft 
decline all attempts to acquire fame, fatisfied 

with being obfeurely ufeful. After fuch a number of 
Roman hiftories, in all languages, ancient and modern, 
it would be but impofture to pretend new difeoveries, or 
to expeft to offer any thing in a work of this kind which 
has not been often anticipated by others. The fails 
which it relates have been an hundred times repeated, 
and every occurrence has been fo varioufly confidered, 
that learning can fcarcely find a new anecdote, or genius 
give novelty to the old. 

“ I hope, therefore, for the reader’s indulgence, if, in 
the following attempt, it fhall appear that my only aim 
was to fupply a concife, plain, and unaffeiled narrative of 
the rife and decline of a well known empire, I was con- 
tented to make fuch a book as could not fail of being 
ferviceable, though of all others the moft unlikely to pro- 
mote the reputation of the writer. Ir.ftead, therefore, of 
preffing forward among the ambitious, I only claim the 
merit of knowing my own ftrength, and falling back 
amohg the hindmoft ranks with confcious inferiority. 

“ I am not ignorant, however, that it would be no 
fuch difficult talk to purfue the fame arts, by which many 
dull men every day acquire a reputation in hiltory; fuch 
might eafily be attained, by fixing upon fome obfeure 
period to write upon, where much feeming erudition 
might be difplayed, almoft: unknown, becaufe not worth 
remembering, arid many maxims in politics might be ad- 
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PREFACE. 
vanced entirely new, becaufe altogether falfe. But I have 
purfued a contrary method, choofing the moft noted pe- 
riods in hiftory, and offering no remarks but fuch as I 
thought ftri&ly true. 

“ The reafons of my choice were, that we had no 
hiftory of this fplendid period in our language, but what 
was either too voluminous for common ufe, or too meanly 
Written to pleafe. Catrou and RoiulWs Hiftory, in fix 
volumes folio, tranflated into our language by Bundy, is 
entirely unfuited to the time and expenfe mankind ufually 
choofe to beftow upon this fubjeft : RoUin, and his con- 
tinuator Crevier, making about thirty volumes oiStavo, 
feem to labour under the fame imputation ; as iikewife 
Hooke, who has fpent three quarto# upon the republic 
alone, the reft of his undertaking remaining unfinifhed *. 
There only, therefore, remained the Hiftory by Echard, 
in five volumes oftavo, whofe plan and mine feemed to 
coincide ; and, had his execution been equal to his defign, 
it had precluded the prefent undertaking. But the truth 
is, it is fo poorly written, the fafts fo crowded, the nar- 
ration fo fpiritlefs, and the charafters fo indiftin&ly 
marked, that the moft ardent curiofity muft cool in the 
perufal 5 and the nobleft tranfaftions that ever warmed 
the human heart, as defcribed by him, muft ceafe to in- 
tereft. 

“ I have endeavoured, therefore, in the prefent work 
(or rather compilation), to obviate the inconveniences 
arifing from the exuberance of the former, as well as from 
the unpleafantnefs of the latter: Too much time may be 
given even to laudable purfuits, and there is none more 
apt than this, to allure the ttudent from more neceffary 
branches of learning, and, if I may fo exprefs it, entirely 
to engrofs his induftry. What is here offered, therefore, 

may 
* A fourth volume has fmce been publilhed. 



PREFACE. 
may be fufficient for all but fuch as make hiftory the pe- 
culiar builnefs of their lives: to fuch the moft tedious 
narrative will feem but an abridgement, as they meafure 
the merits of a work rather by the quantity than the qua- 
lity of its contents. Others, however, who think more 
foberly, will agree, that, in fo extenfive a field as that of 
the tranfaftions of Rome, more judgement may be Ihown 
by fele&ing what is important than by adding what is 
obfcure. The hiftory of this empire has been extended 
to fix volumes folio s and I aver, that, with very little 
learning, it might be increafed to fixteen more ; but what 
would this be but to load the fubjeft with unimportant 
faffs, and fo to weaken the narration, that, like the em- 
pire it deferibed, it muft neceffarily fink beneath the 
weight of its own acquifitions. 

“ But while I thus have endeavoured to avoid pro- 
lixity, it was found jio eafy matter to prevent crowding 
the faffs, and to give every narrative its proper play. In 
reality, no art can contrive to avoid oppofite defefts; he 
who indulges in minute particularities will be often lan- 
guid, and he who ftudies concifenefs will as frequently be 
dry and unentertaining. As it was my aim to comprife aa 
much as pofiible in the fmalleft compafs, it is feared the 
work will often be fubjeft to the latter imputation ; but 
it was impoffible to furnifti the public with a cheap Ro- 
man Hiftory, and, at the fame time, to give all that 
warmth to the narrative, all thofe colourings to the de- 
feription, which yorks of twenty times the bulk have 
room to exhibit. I lhall be fully fatisfied, therefore, if 
it furniihes an intereft fufficient to allure the reader to the 
end ; and this is a claim to which few abridgements can 
juftly make pretenfions. 

“To thefe objeftions, there are fome who may add, 
that I have rejeffed many of the modern improvements 
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PREFACE. 
fn Roman hiftory, and that every chara&er is left in full 
poffeffion of that fame or infamy which it obtained from 
its contemporaries, or thofe who wrote immediately after. 
I acknowledge the charge ; for it appears now too late 
to rejudge the virtues or the vices of thofe men, who 
were but very incompletely known even to their own 
hiftorians. The Romans, perhaps, upon many occafions, 
formed wrong ideas of virtue 5 but they were by no means 
fo ignorant or abandoned in general, as not to give their 
brighteft characters the greateft fliare of their applaufe ; 
and I do not know whether it be fair to try Pagan a&ions 
by the ftandard of Chriftian morality. 

“ But, whatever may be my execution of this work, I 
have very little doubts about the fuccefs of the under- 
taking ; the fubjeft is the rioblett that ever employed hu- 
man attention ; and, inftead of requiring^ writer’s aid, 
will even fupport him with fplendour. The empire of 
the world rifing from the meaneft origin, and growing 
great by a ftriCt veneration for religion, and an implicit 
confidence in its commanders, continually changing the 
mode, but feldom the fpirit of its government, being a 
Conftitution in which the military power, whether under 
the name of citizens or foldiers, almoft always prevailed; 
adopting all the improvements of other nations with the 
moll indefatigable induftry, and fubmitting to be taught 
by thofe whom it afterwards fubdued: This is a picture 
that tnuft affeCt us, however it be difpofed : Thefe ma- 
terials muft have their value under the hand of the meaneft 
workman.” 

THE 



THE 

HISTORY 

The Commonwealth of Rome, 

CHAPTER I, 
Of the Original of the Romans. 

HE Romans were particularly defirous of being 
thought defcended from the gods, as if to hide 
the meannefs of their real anceftry. ASneas, the fon of Venus and Anchifes, having efcaped from 

the deftmftion of Troy, after many adventures and 
dangers, arrived in Italy, where he was kindly ^ 
received by Latinus, king of the Latins, who 
gave him his daughter Lavinia in marriage. 
Turnus, king of the Rutuli, was the firft who oppofed aEneas, he having long made prctenfions to Lavinia 
himfelf. A war enfued, in which the Trojan hero 
was vi&oriouG, and Turnus flain. In confequence of 
this, aEneas built a city, which was called Lavinium, in honour of his wife ; and fome time after, engaging 
in another war againft Mezentius, one of the petty kings 
of the country, he was vanquilhed in turn, and died in 
battle, after a reign of four years. 

Numitor, the fifteenth king in a direcl line from 
.Eneas, who took pofieflion of the kingdom, in confe- 
quence of his father’s will, had a brother, named Amu- lius, to whom he left the treafures which had been 
brought from Troy. As riches but too generally pre- vail againft right, Amulius made ufe of his wealth to 
fupplant his brother, and foon found means to poflefs himfelf of the kingdom. Not content with the crime 
of ufurpation, he added that of murder alfo. Numi- 

o F 
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8 THE HISTORY OF THE 
tor’s fons firft fell a facri6ce to his fufpicions; and, to 
remove all appre'aenfions of being one day difturbed in 
his ill got power, he caufed-Rhea Silvia, his brother’s 
only daughter, to become a veftal virgin; which office, 
obliging her to perpetual celibacy, made him lefs un- 
eafy as to the claims of pollerity. 

His precautions, however, were all fruftrated in the 
event. For Rhea Silvia, going to fetch water from a 
neighbouring grove, was met and ravifhed by a man, 
whom, perhaps, to palliate her offence, ffie averred to 
be Mars, the god of war. From this congrefs, fhe was brought to bed of two boys, who were no fooner born 
than devoted by the ufurper to deftru&ion. The 
mother was condemned to be buried alive, the ufual 
puniffiment for veFals who had violated their chaftity, 
and the twins were ordered to be flung into the river 
Tyber. It happened at the time this rigorous fentence 
was put into execution, that the river had more than 
ufually overflowed its banks, fo that the place where 
the children were thrown, being at a diftance from the 
main current, the water was too (hallow to drown 
them. In this fituation, therefore, they continued 
without harm ; and that no part of their prefervation 
might want its wonders, we are told, that they were 
for fotne time fuckled by a wolf; until Fauftulus, the 
king’s herdfman, finding them thus expofed, brought them home to Acca Larentia, his wife, who brought 
them up as her own. 

Romulus and Remus, the twins thus ftrangely pre- ferred, feemed early to difcover abilities and defires 
above the meannefs of their fuppofed original. The 
fhepherd’s life began to difpleafe them; and, from ten- 

'ding flocks, or hunting wild hearts, they foon turned 
their ftrength againft the robbers round the country, 
whom they often ftripped of their plunder to ftiare it 
among their fellow ffiepherds. In one of thefe excur- 
fions, Remus was taken prifoner by Numitor’s herdf- men, who brought him before the king, and accufed 
him of being a plunderer. Romulus, however, being informed 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. * 
informed by Fauftulus of his real birth, was not remifs 
in aflembling a number of his fellow (hepherds, and 
befet the ufurper on all Tides, who, during his amaze- 
ment and diftra&ion, was taken and flain; while Numi- tor, who had been depofed forty two years, recognized 
his grandfons, and was once more reftored to the 
throne. 

Numitor being thus in quiet pofleffion of the king- dom, his grandfons refolved to build a city upon thofe 
hills where they had formerly lived as fhepherds. Many of the neighbouring Ihepherds alfo, and fuch as 
were fond of change, repaired to the intended city, and 
prepared to raife it. In order to proceed in this un- 
dertaking with all poffible folemnity, the two brothers 
were advifed by the king to take an omen from the flight of birds, and that he whofe omen (hould be moft 
favourable {hould in all refpe&s dire£t the other. In 
compliance with this advice, they both took their Ra- 
tions upon different hills. To Remus appeared fix 
vultures; to Romulus twice that number; fo that each 
party thought itfelf vi£torious; the one having the firft 
omen, the other the mofl: complete. This produced a 
conteft, which ended in a battle, wherein Remus was llain; and it is even faid that he was killed by his brother, 
who, being provoked at his leaping contemptuoufly over 
the city wall, (truck him dead upon the fpot. 

Romulus, being now foie commander, and eighteen 
years of age, laid the foundation of a city that was one day to give laws to the world. It was called Rome 
after the name of the founder, and built upon the Pala- 
tine hill, on which he had taken his fuc- . 
cefsful omen. The city was at firlt al- molt fquare, containing about a thoufand n e ‘ 
houfes. It was near a mile in compafs, and command- 
ed a fmall territory round it of about eight miles over. 
However fmall as it appears, it was notwithftanding 
worfe inhabited ; and the firft method made ufe of >o 
increafe its numbers was the opening a fanttuary for 
all malefactors, Haves, and fuch as were defirous of 
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fo THE HISTORY OF THE 
novelty; and thefe came in great multitudes, and con- 
tributed to increafe the number of our legiflator’s new 
fubjetts. 

CHAP. n. 
From the Building of Rome, to the Death of Romulus. 

SCARCE was the city railed above its foundation, 
when its rude inhabitants began to think of giving 

fome form to their conftitution. Romulus, by an a£t of great generofity, left them at liberty to choofe whom, 
they would for their king ; and they in gratitude con- curred to cleft their founder : he was accordingly ac- 
knowledged as chief of their religion, fovereign magif- 
trate of Rome, and general of the army. Befides a guard to attend his perfon, it was agreed, that he fhould 
be preceded where-ever he went by twelve men, armed 
with axes tied up in a bundle of rods, who were to 
ferve as executioners of the law, and to imprefs his 
new fubj^fts with an idea of his authority. 

The fenate, which was to aft as counfellors to the 
king, was compofed of an hundred of the principal ci- 
lizensof Rome, confittingof men, whofe age, wifdom, 
or valour, gave them a natural authority over their 
feliow-fubjefts ; and the king named the firft fenator,. 
and appointed him to the government of the city, when- 
ever war required his own abfence. 

The Plebeians, who compofed the third part of the 
legiflature, aflumed to themfelves the powder of autho- 
rizing thofe laws which were paffed by the king or the 
fenate. All things relative to peace or war, to the elec- 
tion of magiftrates, and even to the choofing of a king, 
were confirmed by fuffrages in their afiemblies. 

The firft care of the new created king, was to attend 
to the interefts of religion; but the precife form of their worlhip is unknown. The greateft part of the 
religion of that age coufifted in a firm reliance upon 
the credit of their foothfayers, who pretended, from 
obfervations on the flight of birds and the entrails of beafts, 
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beafts, to dirett the prefent, and to dive into futurity. 
Romulus, by an exprefs law, commanded that no elec- tion Ihould be made, no enterprife undertaken, without 
firft confulting them. 

Wives were forbid, upon any pretext whatfoever, to 
feparate from their hufbands; while, on the contrary, 
the hufband was empowered to repudiate the wife, and even in fome cafes to put her to death. His laws be- 
tween children and their parents were yet ftill more fe- 
vere ; the father had entire power over his offspring, 
both of fortune and life; he could fell them, or imprifon 
them at any time of their lives, or in any Rations to 
which they were arrived. After his endeavours by laws to regulate his fubje£bs, 
he next gave orders to afcertain their numbers. The 
whole amounted to three thoufand foot, and about as 
many hundred horfemen, capable of bearing arms. 
Thefe, therefore, were divided equally into three tribes, 
and to each he affigned a different part of the city. 
Each of thefe tribes were fubdivided into ten curise, or 
companies, confifting of an hundred men each, with a centurion to command it; a prieft, called curio, to per- 
form the facrifices: and two of the principal inhabitants^ 
called duumviri, to diftribute juftice. By thefe wife regulations, each day added ftrength to 
the new city; multitudes flocked in from all the adjacent 
towns, and it only feemed to want women to afcertain 
its duration. In this exigence, Romulus, by the advice 
of the fenate, fent deputies among the Sabines, his. 
neighbours, intreating their alliance, and upon, thefe 
terms offering to cement the moft ftri£t confederacy with them. The Sabines, who were then confidered 
as the moft warlike people of Italy, rejected the pro- pofal with difdain : Romulus, therefore, proclaimed a 
feaft in honour of Neptune throughout all the neigh- 
bouring villages, and made the moft magnificent pre- parations for it. Thefe feafts were generally preceded 
by facrifices, and ended in fhows of wreftlers, gladia- 
tors, and chariot-courfes. The Sabines, as he had ex- 

pefted* 
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pe£Ied, were among the foremoft who came to be fpec- 
tators, bringing their wives and daughters with them 
to fhare the pleafure of the fight. In the mean time 
the games began, and, while the ftrangers were moft 
intent upon the fpe£\acle, a number of the Roman 
youths rufhed in upon them with drawn fwords, feized 
the youngeft and moft beautiful women, and carried 
them off by violence. In vain the parents protefted 
againft this breach of hofpitality ; in vain the virgins 
themfelves atfirft oppofed the attempts of their ravifhers; perfeverance and careffes obtained thofe favours which 
timidity at firft denied; fo that the betrayers, from be- 
ing obje&s of averfion, foon became the partners of 
their deareft affe£tions. 

A bloody war enfued. The cities of Caenina, Antem- 
na, and Cruftuminum, were the firft who refolved to re- venge the common caufe, which the Sabines feemedtoo 
dilatory in purfuing. But all thefe, by making feperate 
inroads, became a more eafy conqueft to Romulus, who 
made the moft merciful ufe of his victory ; inftead of 
deftroying their towns, or leffening their numbers, he 
only placed colonies of Romans in them, to ferve as a 
frontier to reprefs more diftant invafions. 

Tatius, king of Cures, a Sabine city, was the laft, although the moft formidable, who undertook to re- 
venge the difgrace his country had fuffered. He entered 
the Roman territories at the head of twenty-five thou- 
fand men ; and, not content with a fuperiority of for- 
ces, he added ftratagem alfo. Tarpeia, who was daugh- 
ter to the commander of the Capitoline hill, happened 
to fall into his hands, as file went without the walls of 
the city to fetch water. Upon her he prevailed, by 
means of large promifes, to betray one of the gates to 
his army. The reward {he engaged for was what the 
foldiers wore on their arms, by which {lie meant their 
bracelets. They, however, either miftaking her mean- ing, or willing to punifii her perfidy, threw their buck- 
lers upon her as they entered, and ciulhed her to death. 
The Sabines being thus poffeffed of the Capitoline hill, 

after 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 13 
after fome time a general engagement enfued, which 
was renewed for feveral days with almoft equal fuccefs, 
and neither could think of fubmitting : It was in.the 
valley between the Capitoline and Quirinal hills that 
the lafl: engagement was fought between the Romans 
and the Sabines. The engagement was now become 
general, and the flaughter prodigious, when the atten- 
tion of both fides was fuddenly turned from the fcene 
of horror before them to another : The Sabine women, 
who had been carried off by the Romans, with their 
hair loofe, and their ornaments negle&ed, flew in be- 
tween the combatants, regardlefs of their own danger, 
and, with loud outcries, implored their hufbands and 
their children to defift. Upon this the combatants, as 
if by mutual impulfe, let fall their weapons; an accom- 
modation enfued, by which it was agreed, that Romu- 
lus and Tatius fhould reign jointly in Rome, with equal 
power and prerogative; that an hundred Sabines fhould be admitted into the fenate; that the city fhould ftill 
retain its former name, but that the citizens fhould be 
called Quirites, after Cures, the principal town of the 
Sabines, and that both nations being thus united, fuch of the Sabines as chofe it fhould be admitted to live in, 
and enjoy all the privileges of the citizens of Rome. 
Tatius was killed about five years after by the Lavi- 
nians, for having protedled fome of his fervants, who 
had plundered them, and flain their ambaffadors ; fo 
that, by this accident, Romulus once more faw him- 
felf foie monarch of Rome. 

Succefles like thefe produced an equal fhare of pride 
in the conqueror. From being contented with thofe 
limits which had been wifely afligned to his power, he began to affett abfolute fway, and to govern thofe laws 
to which he had himfelf formerly profefled implicit 
obedience. The fenate was particularly difpleafed at his cohdu£l, as they found themfelves only ufed as in- 
flruments to ratify the rigour of his commands. We are not told the pvecife manner which they employed 
to get rid of the tyrant; fome fay that he was torn in 

pieces 
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pieces in the fenate-houfe ; others, that he difappeared 
while reviewing his army. Certain it is, that, from the fecrecy of the fa&, and the concealment of the 
body, they took occafion to perfuade the multitude that 
he was taken up into heaven : thus they were contented 
to worfhip him as a god, whom they could not bear as 
a king. Romulus reigned thirty-feven years, and, af- 
ter his death, had a temple built to him under the name 
of Quirinus. 

CHAP. III. 
From the Death e/'Romulus, to the Death c/'Numa 

Pompilius, the fecond King of Rome. 
IT C R T T^ON the death of Romulus, the city ’ ‘ feemed greatly divided in the choice of 
a fucceflbr. The Sabines were for having a king chofen 
from their body; but the Romans could not bear the 
thoughts of advancing a ftranger to the throne. In this perplexity, the fenators undertook to fupply the place 
of the king, by taking the government each of them in 
turn for five days, and, during that time, enjoying all 
the honours and all the privileges of royalty. This new 
form of government continued for a year; but the Ple- 
beians, who faw that this method of transferring power 
was only multiplying their mafter?, infifted upon alter- ing that mode of government. The fenate, being thus 
driven to an ele£tion, at length pitched upon Numa 
Pompilius, a Sabine, and their choice was received with univerfal approbation by the people. 

Numa Pompilius, who was now about forty, had long been eminent for his piety, his juftice, moderation, 
and exemplary life. He was fkilled in all the learning 
and phiiofophy of the Sabines, and lived at home at 
Cures, contented with a private fortune, unambitious of higher honours. It was not, therefore, without re- 
luctance that he accepted the dignity ; which when he did, it produced fuch joy, that the people feemed not 
fo much to receive a king as a kingdom. 

No 
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No monarch could be more proper for them than 

Numa, at a conjun&ure when the government was 
compofed of various petty ftates lately fubdued, and 
but ill united among each other : They wanted a maf- ter who could, by his laws and precepts, foften their 
fierce difpofitions, and, by his example, induce them 
to a love of religion, and every milder virtue. 

Numa’s whole time, therefore, was fpent in infpi- ring his fubje&s with a love of piety, and a veneration 
for the gods. He built many new temples ; inftituted 
facred offices and feafts ; and the fan&ity of his life 
gave him credit enough to perfuade his people that he 
had a particular correfpondence with the goddefs Ege- 
ria. By her advice he built the temple of Janus, which 
was to be ffiut in the time of peace, and open in war ; he ordained veftal virgins; who, being four in number, 
had very great privileges allowed them. 

For the encouragement of agriculture, he divided 
thofe lands which Romulus had gained in war among the poorer part of the people; he regulated the kalen- dar, and aboliffied the diftinftion between Romans and 
Sabines, by dividing the people according to their feve- ral trades, and compelling them to live together. Thus, 
having arrived at the age of fourfcore years, and having 
reigned forty-three in profound peace, he died, order- ing his body to be buried in a (lone coffin, contrary to 
the cullom of the time, and his books of ceremonies, 
which confided of twelve in Latin, and as many in Greek, to be buried by his fide in another. 

CHAP. IV. 
From the Death c/'Numa, to the Death s/'TuLLUS 

Hostilius, the third King of Rome. 
U C 82 T TPON t^ie ^eat^ Numa» the govern- ment once more devolved upon the fe- nate, and continued till the people eletted Tullus Hof- 
tilius foir their king, which choice had alfo the concur- 
rence of the other part of the conftitution. This mo- 

narch, 
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narch, who was grandfon to a noble Roman, who had formerly fignalized himfelf againft theSabines,was every 
wa^y unlike his predeceflbr, being entirely devoted to 
war, and more fond of enterprise than even the founder 
of the empire himfelf had been ; fo that he only fought 
a pretext for leading his forces into the field. 

The Albans were the firft people who gave him an opportunity of indulging his favourite inclinations. 
The forces of thefe two flares metabout five miles 
from Rome, prepared to decide the fate of their refpec- 
tive kingdoms ; for almoft every battle in thefe times 
was decifive. The two armies were for feme time 
drawn out in arr&y, awaiting the fignal to begin, both 
chiding the length of that dreadful fufpenfe, when an 
unexpedled propofal from the Alban general put a flop 
to the onfet. Stepping in between both armies he of- 
fered the Romans a choice of deciding the difpute by 
fingle combat ; adding, that the fide whofe champion 
was overcome fhould fubmit to the conqueror. A pro- 
pofal like this fuited the impetuous temper of the Ro- 
man king, and was embraced with joy by his fubjedts, 
each of whom hoped that he himfelf fhould be chofen 
to fight the caufe of his country. There were at that 
time three twin brothers in each army; thofe of the Ro- 
mans were called Horatii, and thofe of the Albans, Cu- riatii, all fix remarkable for their courage, ftrengrh,and 
adlivity; and to thefe it was refolved to commit the 
management of the combat. At length the champions met in combat together; and each, totally rcgardlefs of 
their own fafety, only fought the deftrudlion of his op- ponent. The fpedlators, in horrid filence, trembled at 
every blow, and wilhed to fliare the danger, till fortune 
feemed to decide the glory of the field. Vidfory, that 
had hitherto been doubtful, appeared to declare againfl 
the Romans; they beheld two of their champions lying dead upon the plain, and the three Curiatii, who were 
wounded, flowly endeavouring to purfue the furvivor, who feemed by flight to beg for mercy. Soon, however, 
they perceived that his flight was only pretended, in 

order 
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order to feparate l$s antagohifts, whom he was unable 
to oppofe united : for quickly after flopping his courfe, 
and turning upon him who followedmoft clofelybehind, 
he laid him dead at his feet; the fecond brother, who 
came on to affift him who was fallen, only fliared the 
fame fate; and now there remained but the laft Curia- 
tius to conquer, who, fatigued and quite difabled with 
his wounds, (lowly came up to offer an eafy vi<fl:ory. 
He was killed, almoft unrefifting, while the conqueror 
exclaimed, that he offered him as a vidlim to the fu- 
periority of the Romans, whom now the Alban army 
confented to obey. 

But none of the virtues of that age were without 
alloy ; the very hand that in the morning was exerted to fave his country was before night imbrued in the 
blood of a fifter. For, returning triumphant from the field, it raifed his indignation to behold her bathed in 
tears, and lamenting the lofs of her lover, one of the 
Curiatii, to whom fhe was betrothed. This provoked 
him beyond the power of fufferance, fo that he (lew her in a rage. This adlion greatly difpleafed the fenate, 
and drew on the condemnation of the magiftrates, but he was pardoned by making his appeal to the people. 

Hoftilius died after a reign of thirty-two years; fome fay by lightning ; others, with more probability, by 
treafon. 

CHAP. V. 
From the Death o/*Tullus Hostilius, to the Death 

of Angus Marcius, the fourth King of Rome. 
U c i i r A F ITli an interregnum, as in the for- l\. mer cafe, Ancus Marcius, the grand- fon of Numa, was eltcfled king by the people, and the 
choice afterwards was confirmed by the fenate. As 
this monarch was a lineal defeendant from Numa, (o he 
feemed to make him the great objedt of his imitation. He inftituted the facred ceremonies which were to pre- 
cede a declaration of war; he took every occafion to 

advife 
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advife his fubje£ts to return to the arts of agriculture, 
and to lay afide the lefs ufeful ftratagems of war. 

Thefe inftitutions and precepts were confidered by 
the neighbouring powers rather as marks of cowardice 
than of wifdom. The Latins, therefore, began to make 
incurfions upon his territories, but his fuccefs was 
equal to his juftice. Ancus conquered the Latins, de- flroyed their cities, removed their inhabitants to Rome, 
and increafcd his territories by the addition of part of 
theirs. He quelled alfo an infurre£Hon of the Veii, the 
Fidenates, and the Volfci; and over the Sabines he ob- 
tained a fecond triumph. 

But his viflories over the enemy were by no means 
comparable to his works at home, in railing temples, 
fortifying the city, making a prifon for malefaCtors, 
and building a fea-port at the mouth of the Tyber, cal- 
led Oftia, by which he fecured to his fubje&s the trade of the river, and that of the fait pits adjacent. Thus, 
having enriched his fubje£ls, and beautified the city, 
he died, after a reign of twenty-four years. 

CHAP. VI. 
From the Death of Angus Marcius, to the Death of 

Tarquinius Priscus, the fifth King o/'Rome. 
UC ia8 T ^CIUS TARqyiNius Priscus, whofe ’ ' ^ * I j orignal name was Lucumon, and who 
was appointed guardian to the fons of the late king, 
took the furname of Tarquinius, from the city of Tar- 
quinia, from whence he laft came. His father was a 
merchant of Corinth, who had acquired confiderable wealth by trade, and had fettled in Italy upon account of fome troubles at home. His fon Lucumon, who 
inherited his fortune, married a woman of family in 
the city of Farquinia; and as his birth, profeflion, and country, were contemptible to the nobles of the place, 
by his wife’s perfuafion, he came to fettle at Rome, 
where merit only made diftimflion. On his way thi- 
ther, fay the hiftorians, as he approached the city gate, 
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an eagle, (looping from above, took off his hat, and, 
flying round his chariot for fome time with much noife, 
put it on again. This, his wife Tanaquil, who it feems 

. was (killed in augury, interpreted as a prefage, that he 
(hould one day wear the crown ; and perhaps it was 

. this which firft fired his ambition to purfue it. 
Ancus being dead, and the kingdom, as ufual, devol- 

; ved upon the fenate, Tarquin ufed all his power and 
arts to fet afide the children of the late king, and to get 
himfelf ele£ted in their (lead. For this purpofe, upon 
the day appointed for ele£tion, he contrived to have 
them fent out of the city; and in a fet fpeech to the 
people, in which he urged his friendfhip for them, the 
fortune he had fpent among them, and his knowledge of their government, he offered himfelf for their king. 
As there was nothing in this harangue that could be 
contefted, it had the defired effe&, and the people, with 
one confent, defied him as their fovereign. 

A kingdom thus got by intrigue was notwithftand- 
ing governed with equity. In the beginning of his 
reign, in order to recompenfe his friends, he added an 
hundred members more to the fenate, which made them in all three hundred. 

But his peaceful endeavours were foon interrupted by the inroads of his reftless neighbours, particularly the 
Latins, over whom he triumphed, and whom he forced to beg a peace. He then turned his arms againft the 
Sabines, who had rifen once more, and had paffed over the river Tyber ; but Tarquin, attacking them with vi- 
gour, routed their army, fo that many who efcaped the 
fword were drowned in attempting to crofs over, while 
their bodies and armour, floatingdown toRome, brought 
news of the viflory, even before the meffengers could 
arrive that were fent with the tidings. Thefe conquelts were followed by feveral advantages over the Latins, 
from whom he took many towns, though without 
gaining any decifive viftory. 

Tarquin, having thus forced his enemies into fub- 
xniffion, was refolved not to let his fubjefls corrupt in 

indolence. 
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indolence, but undertook and perfe&ed feveral public : 
works, for the convenience and embellifhment of the i city. In his time alfo, the augurs came into a great in- 
creafe of reputation, and he found it his intereft to pro- 
mote the fuperftition of the people, as this was in fact 
but to increafe their obedience. Tanaquil, his wife, 
w’as a great pretender to this art; but Accius Ntevius i 
was the moft celebrated adept of the kind that was ever 
known in Rome. Upon a certain occafion, Tarquin, I being refolved to try the augur’s Ikill, afked him whe- 
ther what he was then pondering in his mind could be 
effe£ted ? Ntevius, having examined his auguries, boldly 
affirmed that it might: “ Why then, cries the king, 
with an infulting fmile, I bad thoughts of cutting this 
whetflone with a razor.” “ Cut boldly,” replied the 
augur; and the king cut it through accordingly. Thence- 
forward nothing was undertaken in Rome without 
confulting the augurs, and obtaining their advice and 
approbation. 

Tarquin was not content with a kingdom, without alfo the enfigns of royalty. In imitation of the Lydian 
kings, he affirmed a crown of gold, an ivory throne, a 
fceptre, with an eagle on the top, and robes of purple. It was, perhaps, the fplendour of thefe royalties that 
firft railed the envy of the late king’s fons, who had 
now, for above thirty-feven years, quietly fubmirted to 
his government. His defign alfo of adopting Servius 
Tullius, his fon-in law, for his fuccefibr, might have 
contributed to inflame their refentment. Whatever was the caufe of their tardy vengeance, they refolved 
to deftroy him; and at laft fouhd means to effe£t: their 
purpofe, by hiring two ruffians, who demanding to 
fpeak with the king, pretending that they came for 
juftice, (truck him dead in his palace with the blow of 
an axe. The libtors, however, who waited upon the 
perfon of the king, feized the murderers, who were at- 
tempting to efcape : they were put to death ; but the 
fons of Ancus, who were the inftigators, found fafety 
by flight. 

Thus 
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Thus fell Lucius Tarquinius, furnamed Prifcus, to 

diftinguifh him from one of his fucceflbrs of the fame 
name, aged fifty-fix years, of which he had reigned 
thirty-eight. 

CHAP. VII. 
From the Death cfTARQUimus Priscus, to the Death of Servius 1 ULLius, the ftxth King of Rome. 
THE report of the murder of Tarquin filled all his 

fubje&s with complaint and indig- 
nation, while the citizens ran from every ' * 
quarter to the palace to learn the truth of the account, 
or to take vengeance on the afiaflins. In this tumult, Tanaquil, widow of the late king, confidering the dan- 
ger (he muft incur, in cafe the confpirators fhould fuc- 
ceed to the crown, and defirous of having her fon-in- 
law for his fuccefibr, with great art diflembled her for- 
rows aswell as the king’s death. She allured the people, 
from one of the windows of the palace, that he was 
not killed but dunned by the blow ; that he would 
Ihortly recover; and that, in the mean time, he had 
deputed his power to Servius Tullius, his fon-in law. 
Servius, accordingly, as it had been agreed upon be- 
tween them, iflued from the palace, adorned with the 
enfigns of royalty, and preceded by his li&ors, and 
went to difpatch fome affairs that related to the public 
fafety, dill pretending that he took all his indrucfions 

I from the king. This fcene of diffimulation continued 
for fome days, till he had made his party good among 
the nobles ; when the death of Tarquin being publicly afcertained, Servius came to the crown, folely at the 
fenate’s appointment, and without attempting to gain 
the fuffrages of the people. 

Servius was the fon of a bond-woman, who had been 
taken at the fackingof a town belonging to the Latins, 
and was born while his mother was a (lave. While 
yet an infant in his cradle, a lambent flame is faid to 

have 
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have played round his head, which Tanaquil converted j 
into an omen of his future greatnefs. 

Upon being acknowledged as king, the chief obje<fl: | 
of his reign was to increafe the power of the fenate, by i deprefling that of the people. The populace, who were } 
unable to fee into his defigns, conferred upon him a full j 
power of fettling the taxes as he fhould think proper. 
And accordingly, as he infilled that they fhould pay 
their taxes by centuries, he commanded that they (hould 
give their votes in all public tranfaftions by centuries , alfo. In former deliberations each citizen gave his I 
fuffrage fingly, and the numbers of the poor always ; 
carried it againft the power of the rich ; but, by thefe j 
regulations of Servius, the fenate was made to confift j 
of a greater number of centuries than all the other : 
clafies put together, and thus entirely outweighed them 
in every contention. 

In order to afcertain the decreafe or decay of his 
fubjecls and their fortunes, he inllituted another regu- i lation, which he called a luftrum. By this, all the ci- I 
tizens were to affemble in the Campus Martius, in 
complete armour, and in their refpe&ive clafles, once . 
in five years, and there to give an exatt account of their j 
families and fortune. 

Having thus enjoyed a long reign, fpent in fettling 
the domeftic policy of the ftate, and alfo not inattentive 
to foreign concerns, he conceived reafonable hopes of 
concluding it with tranquillity and eafe. He had even ! 
thoughts of laying down his power, and having form- 
ed the kingdom into a republic, to retire into obfcu- 
rity ; but fo generous a defign was fruftrated ere it 
could be put in execution. 

In the beginning of his reign, to fecure his throne 
by every precaution, he had married his two daughters 
to the two grandfons of Tarquin ; and as he knew that 
the women were of oppofite difpofitions, as well as their 
inten ded hufbands, he refolved to crofs their tempers by giving them to him of a contrary turn of temper; her 
that was meek and gentle to him that was bold and fu- 

rious j i 
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fious; her that was ungovernable and proud to him that was remarkable for a contrary charadter : By this he 
fuppofed that each would corredt the failings of the other, and that the mixture would be produdlive only 
of concord. The event, however, proved otherwife. 
Lucius, his haughty fon in law, foon grew difpleafed 
with the meeknefs of his confort, and placed his whole 
affedlions upon Tullia, his brother’s wife, who an- 
fwered his paffion with fympathetic ardour. As their 
wilhes were ungovernable, they foon refolved to break through every reftraint that offered to prevent their 
union. Both undertook to murder their conforts, 
which they effedted, and were accordingly foon after 
married together. A firft crime ever produces a fe- cond. From the deftrudtion of their conforts, they 
proceeded to confpiring that of the king. They began by raifing fa&ions againft him, alleging his illegal title 
to the crown, and Lucius claiming it as his own, as 
heir to Farquin. At length, when he found the fenate 
ripe for feconding his views, he entered the fenate- 
houfe, adorned with all the enfigns of royalty, and placing himfelf upon the throne, began to harangue 
them upon the oufcurity of the king’s birth, and the 
injuftice of his title. While he was yet fpeaking, Servius entered, attended by a few followers, and fee- 
ing his throne thus rudely invaded, offered to pufli the 
ufurper from his feat; but Tarquin being in the vigour of youth, threw the old man down the fteps which led 
to the throne; and fome of his adherents, being in- 
ftrudfed for that purpofe, followed the king as he was 
feebiy attempting to get to the palace, and difpatched 
him by the way, throwing his body, all mangled and 
bleeding, as a public fpettacle into the ftreet. In the 
mean time, Tullia, burning with impatience for the 
event, was informed of what her hufband had done, 
and refolving to be among the firft who fhould falute 
him as monarch, ordered her chariot to the fenate- 
houfe. But as her charioteer approached the place 
where the body of the old king, her father, lay ex- 

pofed, 
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pofed and bloody, the man, all amazed at the inhu- 
man fpeftacle, and not willing to trample upon it with 
his horfes, offered to turn another way : This only 
ferved to increafe the fiercenefs of her anger ; (lie threw 
the foot-ftool at his head, and ordered him to drive 
over the dead body without hefitation. 

This was the end of S.ervius Tullius, a prince of eminent juftice and moderation, after au ufeful and 
profperous reign of forty-four years. 

From the Death of Sekvius Tullius, to the Banijhment 
oj Tarquinius Superbus, the feventh andlaf King of 
Rome. 

placed himfelf upon the throne, in confequence of this 
violent attempt, was refolved to fupport his dignity 
with the fame violence with which it was acquired. 
Regardlefs of the approbation of the fenate or people, 
he feemed to claim the crown by hereditary right, and refufed th" latL king’s body burial, under pretence of 
his being an ufurper. All the good part of mankind, however, looked upon his acceffion with deteftation 
and horror; and this a£l of inefficient cruelty only 
ferv-d to confirm their hatred. Confcious of this, he 
ordered all fuch as he fufpeCted to have been attached 
to Srrvius to be put to death ; and. fearing the natural confequences of his tyranny, he increafed the guard 
round his perfon. 

His chief policy feems to have been to keep the people always employed either in wars or public works, 
by which means he diverted their attention from his 
unlawful method of coming to the crown. He firfl 
marched againtl the Sabin-s, who refufed to pay him 
obedience, and foon reduced them to fubtniffion. He 
next began a war with the Volfci, which continued 
for feme ages after. The city of the Gabii gave him 

CHAP VIII. 

Ucius Tarquinius, afterwards call- I ed Superbus, or the Proud, having 

much 
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much more trouble ; for, having atterr pted with fome 
lofs to befiege it, he was obliged to dire£l his efforts 
by ftratagem, contrary to the ufual practice of the Ro- 
mans. He caufed his fon Sextus to counterfeit defer- tion, upon the pretence oCbarbarous ufage, and to feek 
refuge among the inhabitants of the place. There, by 
artful complaints, and ftuditd lamentations, he fo pre- 
vailed upon the pity of the people, as to be chofen their 
gosernor, and foon after general of their army. At firft, in every engagement he appeared fuccefsful, till at 
length, finding himfelf entirely poffeffed of the confi- 
dence of the ftate, he fent a trufty meffenger to his fa- 
ther for inftrudlions. Tarquin made no other anfwer 
than by taking the meffenger into the garden, where he 
cut down before him the tailed poppies Sextus readily 
underdood the meaning of this reply; and, one by one, 
found means to dedroy or remove the principal men of the city, dill taking care to confifcate their effects among 
the people. The charms of this dividend kept the giddy 
populace blind to their approaching ruin, till they found 
themfelves without counfellors or head; and in the end fell under the power of Tarquin, without ever 
ftriking a blow. After this he made a league with the 
.^Equi, and renewed that with the Etrurians. But while he was engaged in wars abroad, he took 
care not to fuffer the people to continue in idlenefs at 
home. He undertook to build the capitol, the founda- 
tion of which had been laid in a former reign, and an 
extraordinary event contributed to haden the execu- tion of his defign. A woman, in drange attire, made 
her appearance at Rome, and came to the king, oder- 
ing to fell nine books, which {he faid were of her own compofmg. Not knowing the abilities of the feller, or 
that the was in faft one of the celebrated Sybils, whofe 
prophecies were never found to fail, Tarquin refufed to buy them. Upon this (he departed, and burning three 
of her books, returned again, demanding the fame price 
for the fix remaining. Being once more defpifed as an 
impodor, (he again departed, and burning three more, 

b the 
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ihe returned again with thofe remaining, dill afking the 
fame price as at firft. Tarquin, furprifed at the incon- 
fiftency of her behaviour, confulted the augurs, to ad- 
vife him what to do. Thefe much blamed him for not 
buying the nine, and commanded him to buy the three 
remaining, at whatfoever price they were to be had. 
The woman, fays the hiftorian, after thus felling and 
delivering the three prophetic volumes, and advifing 
him to have a fpecial attention to what they contained, 
vanifhed from before him, and was never feen after. 
Upon this he chofe proper perfons to keep them, who, 
though but two at firft, were afterwards increafed to 
fifteen, under the name of quindecemviri. They were 
put into a done ched, and a vault in the newly defign- 
ed building was thought the mod proper place to lodge 
them in fafety. The people, having now been for 
four years together employed in building the capitol, began at lad to wilh for fomething new to engage them; 
wherefore Tarquin, to fatisfy their wifhes, proclaimed 
war againd the Rutuli, upon a frivolous pretence of 
their having entertained fome malefa&ors whom he had 
banifhed ; and inveded their chief city Ardca, which 
lay about fixteen miles from Rome. While the army 
was encamped before this place, the king’s fon, Sextus, with Collatinus, a noble Roman, and fome others, fat 
in a tent drinking together; the difcourfe happening 
to turn upon the beauty and virtue of their wives, each 
man praifing his own, Collatinus offered to decide the 
difpute, by putting it to an immediate trial, whofe wife 
fhould be found poffeded of the greated beauty, and 
mod feduloufly employed at that very hour. Being 
heated with wine, the propofal was relidied by the whole company; and, taking horfe without delay, they 
poded to Rome, though the night was already pretty 
far advanced. There they found Lucretia, the wife of 
Collatinus, not like the other women of her age, {pend- 
ing the time in eafe and luxury, but fpinning in the 
midd of her maids, and cheerfully portioning out their 
talks. Her moded beauty, and the eafy reception die gave 
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gave herhufband and his friends, fo charmed them all, that they unantmoufly gave her the preference ; and 
Sextus was fo much inflamed, that nothing but enjoy- ment could fatisfy his paflion. 

For that purpofe he went from the camp to vifit her 
privately a few days after, and received the fame kind reception which he had met with before As his in- 
trntior.s were not iulpefted, Lucretia fat with him at 
fupper, and ordered a chamber to be got ready for him 
in the houfe. Midnight was the time in which this ruffian thought it fafeft to put his defigns into execution. 
H.-.ving found means to convey himfelf into her ch m- 
ber, he approached her bed-fide with a drawn fword, 
and rudely laying his hand upon her bofom, thread ned 
her with inftant death if (lie offered to refill his p ffion. 
Lucretia, affrighted out of her fleep, and feeing death 
fo near, was yet inexorable to his defire ; till being told, 
that if ffie would not yield, he would firft kill her, ..nd 
then, laying his own Have alfo dead by her fide, he 
would report that he had found and killed them both 
in the a£l of adultery. The terror of infamy achieved what that of death could not obtain ; ffie confented to 
his defire, and the next morning he returned to the camp, exulting in his brutal vidlory. In the mean time, 
Lucretia, detefting the light, and refolving not to par- 
don herfelf for the crime of another, fent for her huf- 
band Coliatinus, and for Spurius, her father, to come to her, as an indelible difgrace had befallen the family. 
Thefe inftantly ob yed the fummons, bringing with 
them Valerius, a kinfman of her father’s, and Junius 
Brutus, a reputed idiot, whofe father Tarquin had mur- dered, and who had accidentally met the mefl'enger 
by the way. Their arrival ferved only to increafe Lu- 
cretia’s poignant anguiffi ; they found her in a ftate of 
fteadfaft defptration, and vainly attempted to give her 
relief. “ No (faid ffie), never fliall I find any thing worth living for in this life, after having loft my ho- 
nour. You fee, my Collatinus, a polluted wretch be- 
fore you, one whofe perfon has been the fpoil of an- 

2 2 other, 
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other, hut whofe affe&ions were never eftranged from 
you. Sextus, under the pretended veil of friendlhip, 
has this night forced from me that treafure which death 
only can reftore ; but if you have the hearts of men, 
remember to avenge my caufe, and let pofterity know, 
that the who has loft her virtue hath only death for the 
beft confolation.” So faying, fhe drew a poignard 
from beneath her robe, and inftantly plunging it into 
her bofom, expired without a groan. The whole com- 
pany remained for fome time fixed in forrow, pity, and 
indignation ; Spurius and Collatinus at length gave 
vent to their tears ; but Brutus, drawing the poignard 
reeking from Lucretia’s wound, and lifting it up to- 
wards heaven, “ Be witnefs, ye gods (he cried), that 
from this moment I proclaim myfelf the avenger of the 
chafte Lucretia’s caufe ; from this moment I profefs 
myfelf the enemy of Tarquin and his luftful houfe ; from henceforth this life, while life continues, fhall be 
employed in oppofition to tyranny, for the happinefs 
and freedom of my much loved country.” A new 
amazement feized the hearers, to find him, whom they had hitherto coftfidered as an idiot, now appearing in 
his real chara£ler, the friend of juftice and of Rome. 
He told them that tears and lamentations were unman- 
ly, when vengeance ealfed fo loud ; and, delivering the 
poignard to the reft, impofed the fame oath upon them 
which he himfelf had juft taken. 

Junius Brutus was the fon of Marcus Junius, a noble 
Roman, who w’as married to the daughter of Tatqui- 
nius Prifcus; and for that reafon, through a motive of i 
jealoufy, was put to death by Tarquin the Proud. 
This Junius Brutus had received an excellent education 
from his father, and had from nature ftrong fenfe, and 
inflexible attachment to virtue ; but perceiving that 
Tarquin had privily murdered his father, and his eldeft 
brother, he counterfeited himfelf a fool, in order to ef- cape the fame danger, and thence obtained the fur- 
name of Brutus. Tarquin, thinking his folly real, de- 
fpifed the man; and having pofiefled himfelf of his 

eftate, 
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•eftate, kept him as an idiot about his houfe, merely with, 
a view of making fport for his children. Brutus, however, only waited this opportunity to 
avenge the caufe of his family. Wherefore, ordering 
Lucretia’s dead body to be brought out to view, and 
expofed in the public forum, he inflamed the ardour of 
the citizens by a difplay of the horrid tranfa£lion. He obtained a decree of the fenate, that Tarquin and his 
family fhould be for ever banilhed from Rome, and 
that it fhould be capital for any to plead for or attempt 
his future return. Thus this monarch, who had now 
reigned twenty-five years, being expelled his kingdom, 
went to take refuge with his family at Cira, a little city 
of Etruria. In the m.ean time the Roman army made 
a truce with the enemy, and Brutus was declared de- 
liverer of the people. 

CHAP. IX. 
From the Bamjhment of Tarquin, to the Appointment of 

the firjl Dictator. 
THE regal power being overthrown, a tt p „ 

form of government, nominally re- U' ’ pu^ican, was fubfiituted in its room. The fenate, 
however, referved by far the greateft (hare of the au- 
thority to themfelves, and decorated their own body 
with all the fpoils of depofed monarchy. The fenturies 
of the people chofe from among the fenators, inftead of 
a king, two annual magiftrates, whom they called con- 
fuls, with power equal to that of the regal, and with 
the fame privileges, and the fame enfigns of authority. 

Brutus, the deliverer of his country, and Collatinus, the hufband of Lucretia, were chofen firfb confuls in 
Rome. 

But this new republic, however, which feemed fo 
grateful to the people, had like to have been deflroyed in its very commencement. A party was formed in 
Rome in favour of Tarquin. Some young men of the 
principal families in the date, who had been educated 

b 3 about 
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about the king, and had (bared in all the luxuries and ! 

pleafures of the court, undertook to re-eftablilh mo- narchy. This party fecretly increafed every day ; and 
what may increafe our furprife, the fons of Brutus him- 
felf, and the Aquilii, the nephews of Collatinus, were 
among the number. Tarquin, who was informed of : 
thefe intrigues in his favour, fent ambaffadors from , 
Etruria to Rome, under a pretence of reclaiming the 
crown, but in reality with a defign to give fpirit to his f?.£lion. But the whole confpiracy was difcovered by 1 
a Have who had accidentally hid himfelf in the room 
.where the confpirators ufed to aflemble. Few fitua- \ 
lions could have been more terribly affe£ting than that ; 
of Brutus, a father, placed as a judge upon the life and 
death of his own children, impelled by jullice to con- 
demn, and by nature to fpare them. The young men 
accufed pleaded nothing for themfelves, but, with con- 
fcious guilt, awaited their fentence in filence and agony. 
The other judges who wrere prefent felt all the pang^ 
of nature ; Collatinus wept, and Valerius could not re- 
prefs his fentiments of pity. Brutus alone feemed to have loft all the foftnefs of humanity, and with a ftern countenance, and a tone of voice that marked his 
gloomy refolution, demanded of his fons, if they could 
make any defence to the crimes with which they had 
been charged. This demand he made three feveral 
times ; but receiving no anfwer, he at length turned 
himfelf to the executioner. “ Now (cried he), it is 
your part to perform the reft.” Thus faying, he again 
refumed his feat with an air of determined majefty ; 
nor could all the fentiments of paternal pity, nor all 
the imploring looks of the people, nor yet the com- 
plaints of the young men who were preparing for exe- 
cution, alter the tenor of his refolution. The execu- 
tioners, having ftripped them naked, and then whipped 
them w ith rods, prefently after beheaded them: Bru- 
tus all the time beholding the cruel fpe&acle with a . 
fteady look and unaltered countenance ; while the mul- titude 
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tkude gazed on with all the fehfations of p.ity, terror, and admiration. 

All Tarquin’s hopes of an infurre&ion in the city 
in his favour being thus overthrown, he was now re- 
folved to force himfelf upon his former throne by fo- 
reign affiftance, and to that end prevailed upon the 
Veians to affift him, and, with a confiderable army, ad- vanced towards Rome. 

The confuls were not remifs in prepara- -q C 4.6 
tions to oppofe him. Valerius commanded ' ‘ 34 • the foot, and Brutus, being appointed to head the ca- 
valry, went out to meet him on the Roman borders. 
Aruns, the fon of Tarquin, who commanded the cavalry for his father, feeing Brutus at a diftance, was refolved, 
by one great attempt, to decide the fate of the day be- 
fore the engaging of the armies; wherefore, fpurring on his horfe, he made towards him with ungovernable 
fury. Brutus, who perceived his approach, came out of ihe ranks to meet him, and both encountered with 
fuch rage, that eager only to aflail, and thoughtlefs of 
defending, they both fell dead upon the field together. 
A bloody battle enfued, with equal {laughter on both 
fides ; but the Romans, remaining in pofltffion of the 
field of battle, claimed the victory ; in confequence 
Valerius returned in triumph to Rome. In the mean time, Tarquin, no way intimidated by 
his misfortunes, prevailed upon Porfena, one of the kings of Etruria, to efpoufe his caufe, and he in per- 
fon undertook his quarrel. This prince, equally noted for courage and conduft, marched dire£tly to Rome 
with a numerous army, and laid fiege to the city, while 
the terror of his name and his arms filled all ranks of 
people with difmay. The fiege was carried on with vi- 
gour ; a furious attack was made upon the place; the two confuls oppofed in vain, and were carried o(F 
wounded from the field ; while the Romans, flying in great confternation, were purfued by the enemy to the 
bridge, over which both vi£tors and vanquifhed were 
about to enter the city in confufion. All now appeared 

b 4 loft 
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loft and over, when Horatius Coeles, who had been f 
placed there as a sentinel to defend it, oppofed himfelf * 
to the torrent of the enemy, and, affifted only by two ' 
more, for fome time fuftained the whole fury of the > aflault, till the bridge was broken down behind him j 
when he found the communication thus cut off, plun- fi 
ging with his arms into the torrent of the Tyber, he , 
fwacn over vi£toricus to his fellow-foldiers, and was re» 
ceived with juft applaufe. 

Still, however, Porfena was determined upon taking 
the city; and though five hundred of his men were (lain 
in a fally of the Romans, he reduced it to the greateft ' 
jfraits'; and turning the fiege into a blockade, refolved 
to take it by famine. The dillrefs of the befieged foon : 
began to be infufferable, and all things feemed to threa- 
ten a fpeedy furrender, when another aft of fierce 
bravery, ftili fuperior to that which had faved the city 
before, again procured its fafety and freedom. 

Mucius, a youth of undaunted courage, wasrefoived 
to rid his country of an enemy that continued fo forely 
to opprefs it; and, for this purpofe, difguifed in the habit of an Etrurian peafant, he entered the camp of the 
enemy, refolving to die or to kill the king. With this re- 
folution he made up to the place where Porfena was 
paying his troops, with a fecretary by his fide; but 
miftaking the latter for the king, he {tabbed him to the 
heart, and was immediately apprehended, and brought 
baclsdnto the rqyal prefence. Upon Porfena’s demand* 
ing who he was, and the caufe of fo heinous an aftion, 
Mucius, without referve, informed him of his country, 
and his defign, and at the fame time thrufting his right 
hand into the fire that was burning upon an altar before 
him, “ You fee (cried he) how little I regard the fe- 
vereft punifliment your cruelty can inflift upon me. A 

"Roman knows not only how to aft, but to fuffer: I am 
not the only perfon you have to fear ; three hundred 
Roman youths like me have confpired your deftruc- 
tion; therefore prepare for their attempts.” Porfena, 
amazed at fo much intrepidity, had too noble a mind not 
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net to acknowledge merit, though found in an enemy ; 
he therefore ordered him to be fafely conduced back 
to Rome, and offered the befieged conditions of peace. 
Thefe were readily accepted on their fide, being neither 
hard nor difgraceful, except that twenty hoftages were 
demanded; ten young men, and as many virgins, of the 
bed families in Rome. On this occafion the gentler fex 
feemed refolved to be fharers in the defperate valour o£ 
the times : Cloelia, one of the hoftages, efcaping from 
her guards, and pointing out the way to the reft of her 
female companions, fwam over the Tyber on horfebaqk, 
amidft fhowers of darts from the enemy, and prefented 
herfelf to the conful. This magiftrate, fearing the con- 
fequences of detaining her, had her fent back ; upon which Porfena, not to be outdone in generofity, not only gave her liberty, but permitted her to choofs fuch 
of the hoftages of the oppofite fex, as fhe fhould think 
fit to attend her. On her part, fhe, with all the modefty 
of a Roman virgin, chofe only fuch as were under 
manhood, alleging that their tender age was leaft ca- 
pable of fuftaining the rigours of llavery. Tarquin, by means of his fon-in-law Manilius, once 
more ftirred up the Latins to efpoufe his intereft, and took the molt convenient opportunity, when the ple- 
beians were at variance with the fenators concerning the 
payment of their debts. Thefe refufed to go to war, 
unlefs their debts were remitted upon their return; fo 
that the confuls, finding their authority infufficient, of- fered the people to eledt a temporary magiftrate, who 
fhould have abfolute power, not only over all ranks of 
the ftate, but even over the laws themfelves. To thefe 
the plebeians readily confented, willing to give up their 
own power for the fake of abridging that of their fu- 
periors. In confequence of this, Largius was created the firft dictator of Rome ; for fo was this high office 
called, being nominated to it by his colleague in the con- fulfiiip. Thus the people, who could not bear to hear 
the name of king even mentioned, readily fubmitted to 
a magiftrate poflefTed of much greater power; fo much 

B 5 * do- 
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do the names of things miflead us, and fo little is any 
form of government irkfome to people when it coin- 
cides with their prejudices. 

From the Creation of the firjl Dictator, to the Eleciion of 
the Tribunes of the People. 

rounded with his li&or?, and all the enfigns of ancient 
royalty, and feated upon a throne, in the midlt of the 
people, ordered the levies to be made in the manner of 
the kings of Rome. The people looked with terror 
upon a magiftrate whom they had inverted with uncon- 
troulable power, and peaceably went each to range 
himfelf updtr his refpe&ive ftandard. Thus going 
forth to oppofe the enemy, he returned with his army» 
and, before fix months were expired, laid down the 
di&atorfhip, with the reputation of having exercifed 
it with blamelefs lenity. 

But though for this time the people fubmitted to be 
led forth, yet they were refolved at laft to free themfelves 
from the yoke of their fevere mafters ; and though they 
could not get their complaints redrefied, yet they de- 
termined to fly from thofe whom they could not move 
to compaflion. The complaints, therefore, continuing, they refolved to quit a city which gave them no fhelter, 
and to form a new eftablifliment without its limits. 
They therefore, under the conduft of a plebeian, 
named Sicinius Bellutus, retired to a mountain, from 
thence called the Mons Sacer, on the banks of the river 
Anio, within about three miles of Rome. 

Upon the news of this defeftion, the city was filled 
with tumult and confternation; thofe who wiftied well 
to the army made all the attempts they could to fcale 
the walls in order to join it. The fenate was not lefs 
agitated than the reft : fome were for violent meafures. 

CHAP. X. 

ARGIUS, being now created dila- 
tor, entered upon his office, fur- 

and 
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and repelling force by force ; others were of opinion 
that gentler arts were to be ufed, and that even a vic- tory over fuch enemies would be worfe than a defeat. 
At length, therefore, it was refolved to fend a meffen- 
ger, entreating the army to return home, and declare their grievances, promifmg, at the fame time, an obli- 
vion of all that had paffed. 

This meflage not fucceeding, Menenius Agrippa, one of the wifeft and bell of the fenators, was of opinion, 
that the defxres of the people were to be complied with. It was refolved, therefore, to enter into a treaty with, 
them, and to make them fuch offers as (hould induce 
them to return. Ten commiffioners were accordingly 
deputed ; at the head of whom were Largius and Va- 
lerius, who had been dittators, and Menenius Agrippa, equally loved by the fenate and the people. The dig- nity and popularity of thefe ambafladors procured them 
a very refpe&able reception among the foldiers, and a 
long conference began between them. Largius and 
Valerius employed all their oratory on the one hand, while Sicinius and Lucius Junius, who were the 
fpokefmen of the foldiery, aggravated their diflrefs 
with all that mafculine eloquence which is the child of 
nature. The conference had now continued for along time, when Menenius Agrippa, who had been originally 
a plebeian himfelf, a flirewd man, and who confe- 
quently knew what kind of eloquence was moft likely 
to pleafe the people, addrefied them with that cele- 
brated fable, which is fo finely told us by Livy. “ In 
times of old, when every part of the body could think 
for itfelf, and each had a feperate will of its own, they 
all, with common confent, refolved to revolt againfl the 
belly; they knew no reafon, they faid, why they {hould 
toil from morning till night in its fervice, while the belly in the mean time lay at its eafe in the midft of 
them all, and indolently grew fat upon their labours ; 
accordingly, one and all, they agreed to befriend it no more. The feet vowed they would carry it no longer * 
the hands vowed they would feed it no longer; and the 

’ teeth 
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teeth averred they would not chew a morfel of meat, 
though it were placed between them. Thus refolved, 
they all for fame time Ihewed their fpirit, and kept their 
word ; but foon they found, that intlead of mortifying 
the belly by thefe means, they only undid themfelves i 
they languifhed for a while, and perceived, when too 
late, that it was owing to the belly that they had 
ilrength to work, or courage to mutiny.” 

This fable, the application of which is obvious, had 
an inflantaneous effect upon the people. They unani- 
moufly cried out, that Agrippa fhould lead them back 
to Rome ; and were making preparations to follow 
him, when Lucius Junius, before mentioned, with-held 
them, alleging, that though they were gratefully to ac- 
knowledge the kind offers of the fenate, yet they had 
no faftguard for the future againft their refentment; 
that therefore it was neceffary, for the fecurity of the 
people, to have certain officers created annually from 
among themfelves, who fhould have power to give fuch 
of them as fhould be injured redrefs, and plead the 
caufe of the community. 

The people, who are ever of opinion with the lafl: 
fpeaktr, highly applauded this propofal, which yet the 
commiffioners had not power to comply with ; they therefore fent to Rome to take the inftruttions of the 
fenate, who, torn with divifions among themfelves, and 
harafled by complaints from without, were refolved to 
have peace, at whatever price it fhould be obtained ; 
accordingly, as if with one voice, they confented to the 
creation of the new officers, who were called Tribunes 
of the People, Appius alone protefting with vehemence againll the meafure. 

The tribunes of the people were at firft five in num- 
ber, though afterwards their body was increafed by five 
more. They were always annually elected by the 
people, and almolt always from their body. They at 
firll had their feats placed before the doors of the fenate- 
houfe, and, being called in, they were to examine every 
decree annulling it by the word Veto, I forbid it; or con- firming 
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firming it by figning the letter T, which gave it its vali- 
dity. This new office being thus inftituted, Sicinius 
Bellutus, Lucius Junius, Caius and Publius Licinius, and Icilius Ruga, were the firft tribunes chofen by the 
fuffrages of the people. The fenate alfo made an edi£l 
confirming the abolition of debts ; and now all things 
being adjufted, both on the one fide and on the other, 
the people, after having facrificed to the gods of the 
mountain, returned back once more in triumph to Rome. 

CHAP. XL 
From the Creation of the Tribunes, to the Appointment of 

the Decemviri. 
DURING the late reparation, all tillage tt p a had been entirely negle&ed, and a * ' 26°' 
famine was the confequence in the enfuing feafon. 
The fenate did all that lay in their power to remedy 
the dittrefs ; but the people, pinched with want, and 
willing to throw the blame upon any but themfelves, 
afcribed the whole of their diitrefs to the avarice of the 
patricians, who, having purchafed all the corn, as was alleged, intended to indemnify themfelves for the abo- 
lition of debts, by felling it out to great advantage. 
But abundance foon after appeafed them for a time. 
A large fleet of ffiips laden with corn from Sicily (a great part of which was a prefent from Gelon, the king 
of that country, to the Romans, and the reft purchafed 
by the fenate with the public money), raifed their fpi- 
rits once more. But Coriolanus incurred their refentment, by infift- 
ing that it ffiould not be diftributed till the grievances 
of the fenate were removed. For this the tribunes 
fummoned him to trial before the people. 

When the appointed day was come, all perfons were filled with the greateft expe&ations, and a vaft con- 
courfe from jjie adjacent country aflembled, and filled 
up the forum. Coriolanus, upon this, prefented him- 

fclf 
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felf before the people, with a degree of intrepidity that 
merited better fortune. His graceful perfon, his per- 
fuafive eloquence, the cries of thofe whom he had 
faved from the enemy, inclined the auditors to relent. 
But being unable to anfwer what was alleged againft 
him to the fatisfa&ion of the people, and utterly con- 
founded with a new charge of having embezzled the 
plunder of Antium, the tribunes immediately took the 
votes, and Coriolanuswas condemned to perpetual exile. 

This fentence againft their braveft defender ftruck 
the whole body of the fenate with forrow, confterna- 
tion, and regret. Coriolanus alone, in the mid ft of 
the tumult, feemed an unconcerned fpedlator. He re- 
turned home, followed by the lamentations of hun- 
dreds of the moft refpe&able fenators and citizens of 
Rome, to take a lading leave of his wife, his children, 
and his mother Vetruria. Thus recommending his 
little children to their care, and all to the care of 
Heaven, he left the city, without followers or fortune, 
to take refuge with Tullus Attius, a man of great 
power among the Volfcians, who took him under his 
prote&ion, and efpoufed his quarrel. 

The firft thing to be done, was to induce the Volfci to break the league which had been made with Rome; 
and for this purpofe Tullus fent many of his citizens thither, ia order to fee fome games at that time cele- 
brating ; but in the mean time gave the fenate private in- 
formation, that the ftrangers had dangerous intentions 
of burning the city. This had the defired effe£l:; the 
fenate iflued an order, that all ftrangers, whoever they 
were, fhould depart from Rome before funfet. This 
order Tullus reprefented to his countrymen as an in- 
fra&ion of the treaty, and procured an embaffy to Rome complaining of the breach, and redemanding all the 
territories belonging to the Volfcians of which they had 
been violently dlfpofiefled, declaring war in cafe of a 
refufal: but this meffage was treated by the fenate 
with contempt. 

War being thus declared on both fides, Coriolanus and 
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and Tullus were made generals of the Volfcians, and' 
accordingly invaded the Roman territories, ravaging 
and laying wafte all fuch lands as belonged to the ple- 
beians, but letting thofe of the fenators remain untouch- 
ed. In the mean time, the levies went on but flowly at Rome. The two confuls, who were re-ele£led by 
the people feemed but little fkilled in war, and even feared to encounter a general, whom they knew to be 
their fuperio,r in the field. The allies alfo fhowed their 
fears, and flowly brought in their fuccours; fo that Co- riolanus continued to take their towns one after the 
other. Fortune followed him in every expedition ; and 
he was now fo famous for his vi&ories, that the Volfci 
left their towns defencelefs to follow him into the field. 
The very foldiers of his colleague’s army came over to 
him, and would acknowledge no other general. Thus, 
finding himfelf unoppofed in the field, and at the head 
of a numerous army, he at length invefted the city of 
Rome itfelf, fully refolved to befiege it. It was then 
that the fenate and the people unanimoufly agreed to fend deputies to him with propofals of reftoration, in 
cafe he (hould draw off his army. Coriolanus received 
their propofals at the head of his principal officers, and, with the fternnefs of a general who was to give the law, 
refufed their offers. 

Another embafly was now fent forth, conjuring him 
not to exa& from his native city aught but what became 
Romans to grant. Coriolanus, however, naturally in- flexible and fevere, ftill perfifted in his former demands, 
and granted them but three days in which to finifh their 
deliberations. In this exigence all that was left was an- other deputation, flill more folemn than that of the for- 
mer, compofed of the pontiffs, the priefts, and the au- 
gurs. Thefe clothed in their habits of ceremony, and with a grave and mournful deportment, iffiied from the city, and entered the camp of the conqueror; but all in 
vain ; they found him fevere and inflexible as before. 

When the people faw them return ineffedlually, 
they began to give up the commonwealth as loft— 

Their 
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Their temples were filled with old men, with women* 
and children, who, proftrate at their altars, put up 
their ardent prayers for the prefervation of their coun- 
try. Nothing was to be heard but anguifh and lamen- 
tation ; nothing to be feen but icenes of affright and 
diltrefs. At length it was fuggefted to them, that what 
could not be effe&ed by the interceflion of the fenate, 
or the adjuration of the priefts, might be brought about 
by the tears of his wife, or the commands of his mother. 
This deputation feemed to be relilhed by all; and even 
the fenate itfelf gave it the fan&ion of their authority. Vetuxb, the mother of Coriolanus, at firft made fome 
hefitation to undertake fo pious a work, knowing the 
inflexible temper of her fan, and fearing that he would 
only (how his difobedience in a new point of light, by 
reje&ing the commands of a parent: however, (lie at 
la It undertook the embafly, and fet forward from the 
city, accompanied by many of the principal matrons of 
Rome, with Volumnia his wife, and his two children. 
Coriolanus, who at a diftance difcovered this mournful 
train of females, was refolved to give them a denial, 
and called his officers round him to be witneffes of his 
refolution ; but, when told that his mother and his wife 
were among the number, he inftantly came down from 
his tribunal to meet and embrace them. At firft the tears and embraces of the women took 
away the power of words ; and the rough foldier him- 
felf, hard as he was, could not refrain ^om (haring 
in their diftrefs. Coriolanus now feemed much agi- 
tated by contending paffions ; while his mother, who 
faw him moved, feconded her words by the moft per- 
fuafive eloquence, her tears ; his wife and children 
hung round him, entreating prote£lion and pity; while 
the fair train, her companions, added their lamenta- 
tions, and deplored their own and their country’s dif- 
trefs. Coriolanus for a moment was filent, feeling the ftrong conflift between honour and inclination ; at 
length, as if roufed from his dream, he flew to take up 
his mother, who had Men at his feet, crying out, “ O my 
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my mother, thou haft faved Rome, but loft thy fon.” 
He accordingly gave orders to draw off the army, pre- 
tending to the officers that the city was too ftrong to be taken. Tullus, who had long envied his glory, was 
not remifs in aggravating the lenity of his conduiSl: to 
his countrymen. Upon their return, Coriolanus was 
flain in an infurre£lion of the people, and afterwards 
honourably buried, with late and ineffe&ual repentance. 

Great and many were the public rejoicings at Rome, upon the retreat of the Volfcian army ; but they were 
clouded foon after by the intrigues of Spurius Caffius, who, wanting to make himfelf defpotic by means of the 
people, was found guilty of a number of crimes, all tend- ing towards altering the conftitution, and was thrown 
headlong from the Tarpeian rock, by thofe very people 
whofe interefts he had edeavoured to extend. 

The year following, the two confuls of the former 
year, Manlius and Fabius, were cited by the tribunes 
to appear before the people. The Agrarian law, which 
had been propofed fome time before, for equally di- 
viding the lands of the commonwealth among the 
people, was the obje£l invariably purfued, and they 
were accufed of having made unjuftifiable delays in putting it off. 

It feems the Agrarian law was a grant the fenate 
could not think of making to the people. The con- 
fuls, therefore, made, many delays and excufes, till at 
length they were obliged once more to have recourfe 
to a deflator; and they fixed upon Quintus Cincinna- 
tu«, a man who had for fome time given up all views 
of ambition, and retired to his little farm, where the 
deputies of the fenate found him holding the plough, 
and dreffed in the mean attire of a labouring hufband- 
man. He appeared but little elevated with the ad- 
dreffes of ceremony, and the pompous habits they 
brought him ; and upon declaring to him the fenate’s 
pleafure, he teftified rather a concern that his aid 
ihould he wanted: he naturally preferred the charms of 
a country retirement to the fatiguing fplendours of of- 
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fice ; and only faid to his wife, as they were leading 
him away, “ I fear, i^y Attilia, that, for this year, i 
our little fields muft remain unfown.” Thus, taking a j 
tender leave, he departed for the city, where both par- ' 
ties were ftrongly inflamed againft each other. How- 
ever, he was refolved to fide with neither ; but, by a : 
ftrifl attention to the interefts of his country, inftead ’ 
of gaining the confidence of faction, to command the efteem of all. Thus, by threats and well timed fub- 
miffion, he prevailed upon the tribunes to put off their law for a time, and carried himfelf fo as to be a terror 
to the multitude whenever they refafed to enlift ; and 
their greateft encourager, whenever their fubmiflion de- 
ferved it. Thus having reftored that tranquillity to the ; 

people, which he fo much loved himfelf, he again gave up the fplendoursof ambition, to enjoy it with a greater 
relifh in his little farm. 
Yy p Cincinnatus was not long retired from his • 295‘ office, when a frelh exigence of the date 
once more required his affiftance: the iEqui and Vol- 
fci, who, though worded, dill were for renewing the 
war, made new inroads into the territories of Rome. 
Minutius, one of the confulswho fucceeded Cincinna- 
tus, was fent to oppofe them ; but being naturally ti- mid, and rather more afraid of being conquered, than 
defirous of vidtory, his army was driven into a defile, 
between two mountains, from which, except through 
the enemy, there was no egrefs. This, however, the 
jEqui had the precaution to fortify ; by w' icb the 
Roman army was fo hemmed in on every fide, that 
nothing remained but fubmiffion to the enemy, fa- 
mine, or immediate death. Some knights, who found 
means of getting away privately through the enemy’s camp, were the fird that brought the account of this difader to Rome. Nothing could exceed the conder- 
nation of all ranks of people when informed of it; the 
fenate at fird thought of the other conful ; but not 
having fufficient experience of his abilities, they una- 
nimoufly turned their eyes upon Cincinnatus, and re- folved 
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folvcd to make him dittator. Cincinnatus, the only 
perfon on whom Rome could now place her whole de- 
pendence, was found, as before, by the meflengers of the fenate, labouring in his little field with cheerful in- 
duftry. He was at firft. aftonilhed at the enfigns of 
unbounded power with which the deputies came to inveft him ; but ftill more at the approach of the prin- 
cipal fenators, who came out to meet him. A dignity 
fo unlooked for, however, had no effedt upon the fim- 
plicity or the integrity of his manners; and being now 
poflefl'ed of abfolute power, and called upon to nomi- nate his mailer of the horfe, he chofe a poor man, 
named Tarquitius; one who, like himfelf, defpifed riche*, when they led to dilhonour. Thus the faving of a 
great nation was devolved upon an hulbandman taken 
from the plough, and an obfcure fentinel found among the dregs of the army. Upon entering the city, the 
didlator put on a ferene look, and entreated all thofe 
who were able to bear arms to repair before funfet to 
the Campus Martius (the place where the levies were 
made), with necefiary arms and provifions for five days. 
He put himfelf at the head of thefe, and marching all night with great expedition, he arrived before day 
within fight of the enemy. Upon his approach, he 
ordered his foldiers to raife a loud Ihout, to apprife the conful’s army of the relief that was at hand. The 
^Equi were not a little amazed when they faw them- 
felves between two enemies, but ftill more, when they 
perceived Cincinnatus making the ftrongeft intrench- ments beyond them to prevent their efcapej and enclo- 
fing them as they had enclofed the conful. To pre- vent this, a furious combat enfued ; but the ACqui, being attacked on both fides, and unable to refill or 
fly, begged a ceftation of arms. They offered the dic- tator his own terms : he gave them their lives : but 
obliged them, in token of fervitude, to pafs under the 
yoke, which was two fpears fet upright, and another 
acrofs, in the form of a gallows, beneath which the 
vanquilhed were to march. Their captains and gene- 
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rals he made prifoners of war, referving them to adorn'; 
his triumph. As for the plunder of the enemy’s camp,; 
that he gave entirely up to his own foldiers, without j 
referving any part for himfelf, or permitting thofe of > 
the delivered army to have a {hare. Thus, having ref-. 
cued a Roman army from inevitable deftru&ion, ha-'; 
ving defeated a powerful enemy, having taken and for-, 
tified their city, and, (till more, having refufed any 
part of the fpoil, he refigned his didatorlhip, after ha- 
ving enjoyed it but fourteen days. The fenate would 
have enriched him, but he declined their offers; choo- 
fing to retire once more to his farm and his cottage, con- 
tent with temperance and fame. 

But this repofe from foreign invafion did not leffen the tumults of the city within. The clamours for the 
Agrarian law Hill continued, and ftill more fiercely, 
when Siccius Dentatus, a plebeian, advanced in years, 
hut of an admirable perfon and military deportment, 
came forward to enumerate his hardfhips and his me- 
rits- This old foldier made no fcruple of extolling 
the various achievements of his youth ; but indeed 
his merits fupported oftentation. He had ferved his 
country in the wars forty years: he had been an ofii- 
cer thirty years, firft a centurion, and then a tribune ; 
he had fought one hundred and twenty battles; in 
which, by the force of his {ingle arm, he had faved a 
multitude,of lives : he had gained fourteen civic, three 
mural, eight golden crowns, befides eighty-three chains, 
fixty bracelets, eighteen gilt fpears, and twenty three ho; ie trappings, whereof nine were for killing the ene< 
my in fingle combat; moreover, he had received for 
ty five wounds, all before, and none behind. Theft 
were his honours ; yet, notwithftanding all this, ht 
had never received any {hare of thofe lands which wert 
won from the enemy, but continued to draw on a lift 
of poverty and contempt, while others were poffeffet 
of thofe very territories which his valour had won without any merit to deferve them, or having eve 
contributed to the conqueft. A cafe of fo much hard 
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fhip had a ftrong efFeft upon the multitude: they una- 
nimoufly demanded that the law might be pafied, and 
that fuch merit 'Ihould not go unrewarded. It was in 
vain that fome of the fenators rofe up to fpeak againft it} 
their voices were drowned by the cries of the people. 
When reafon, therefore, could no longer be heard, paf- 
lion, as ufual, fucceeded; and the young patricians run. 
ning furiouflyinto the throng, broke the balleting urns, 
and difperfed the multitude that offered to oppofe them. 
For this they were fome time after fined by the tri- 
bunes; but their refolution, neverthelefs, for the pre- fent, put off the Agrarian law. 

CHAP. XII. 
From the Creation of the Decemviri, to the EatinRion of 

that Office. 
THE commonwealth of Rome had ^ 

now for near fixty years been flue- ‘ • 3 
tuating between the contending orders that compofed 
it, till at length each fide, as if weary,-were willing 

,to refpire a while from the purfuit of their refpe&ive 1 claims. The citizens now, therefore, of every rank, began to complain of the arbitrary decifions of their 
magiftrates, and wilhed to be guided by a written body 
of laws, which, being known, might prevent wrongs 
as well as punifh them. In this both the fenate and 
people concurred, as hoping that luch laws would put 
an end to the commotions that fo long had haraffed the 
ftate. It was thereupon agreed, that ambaffadors Ihould 
be fent to the Greek cities in Italy, and to Athens, to 
bring home fuch laws from thence as, by experience, 
had been found molt equitable and ufeful. 

For this purpofe, three fenators, Pofthumius, Sulpi- 
cius, and Manlius, were fixed upon, and gallics afligned 
to convoy them, agreeable to the majefty of the Roman 
people. While they were upon this commiflion abroad, 
a dreadful plague depopulated the city at home, and 
fupplied the interval of their abfence with other anxiety than 
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than that of wifhf-s for th.- ir return. In about a year 
the plague ceafed,and t e ambafladors returned, bring- 
ing home a body of laws eolledled from the mofi; civi- 

' Jized dates of Greece and Itaiy, which, being afterwards formed into ten tables, and two more being added, made 
that celebrated code, called the laws of the Twelve 
Tables, many fragmt nts of which remain to this day. 

The ambaffadors were no fooner returned, than the 
tribunes required that a body of irun fhould be chofen 
to digeft their new laws into proper form, and to give weight to the execution of them. After long debates 
whether this choice fhould not be partly made from the 
people as well as the patricians, it was at laft agreed, 
that ten of the principal fenators fhould be ekdted, whofe power, continuing for a year, fhould be equal to 
that of kings or confuls, and that without any appeal. 
The perfons chofen were Appius and Gentius, who 
had been eledled confuls for the enfuing year; Pofthu- mius, Sulpicius, and Manlius, the three ambafladors; 
Sextus and Romulus, former confuls; with Julius, Ve- 
turius, and Horatius, fenators of the firft confideration. 
Thus the whole conftitution of the ftate at once took a new form, and a dreadful experiment was going to be 
tried, of governing one nation by laws formed from the 
manners and cuftoms of another. 

The decemviri, being now invefted with abfolute 
power, agreed to take the reins of government by 
turns, and that each fhould difpenfe juftice for a day. 

Thefe magiflrates, for the firft year, wrought with extreme application; and their works being finifhed, it 
was expected that they would be contented to give up their offices ; but, having known the charms of power, 
they were unwilling to refign it: They therefore pre- tended that fome laws were yet wanting to complete 
their defign, and entreated the Senate for a continuance of their offices; to which that body afiented. 

But they foofi threw off the mafk of moderation, and, 
regardlefs either of the approbation of the fenate or the 
people, refolved to continue themfelves againft all or- der 
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■der in the decemvirate. A condutt fo notorious foon 
produced difcontents, and thefe were fure to produce frefti a£U of tyranny. The city was become almoft a 
defert, with refpe£t to all who had any thing to lofe, 
and the rapacity of the decemviri was then only difcon- 
tinued, when they wanted frefli obje&s to exercife it 
upon. In this ftate of flavery, profcription, and mu- 
tual diftruft, not one citizen was found to flrike for 
his country’s freedom : Thefe tyrants continued to rule, 
without controul, being conftantly guarded, not with 

I their li&ors alone, but a numerous crowd of dependents, ! clients, and even patricians, whom their vices had con- 
1 federated round them 

In this gloomy fituation of the ftate, the iEqui and 
Volfci, thofe conftant enemies of the Romans, under- took their incurfions, rcfolving to profit by the inteftine 
divifions of the people, and advanced within about ten 
miles of Rome. But the decemviri, being put in pofieflion of all the 
military, as well as the civil power, divided their army 
into three parts, whereof one continued with Appius in the city, to keep it in awe ; the other two were com- 
manded by his colleagues, and were led, one againft the iEqui, and the other agairtft the Sabines. The Roman 
foldiers had now got into a method of punilhing the 
generals whom they difliked, by fuffering themfclves to be vanquiftied in the field. They put it in practice 

, upon this occafion, and (hamefully abandoned their 
camp upon the approach of the enemy. Never was 
the news of a victory more joyfully received at Rome, 
than the tidings of this defeat: the generals, as is al- 
ways the cafe, were blamed with the treachery of :heir men ; fome demanded that they fhould be depofed, 
others cried out for a dittator to lead the troops to 
conqueft ; but among the reft, old Siccius Dentatus, the tribune, fpoke his fentiments with his ufual open- 
nefs, and treating the generals with contempt, fhowed 
all the faults of their difcipline in the camp, and their 

1 conduct in the field. Appius, in the mean time, was 
not 
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not remifs in obferving the 'Ifpofitions of the people. 
Dentatusy in particular, wab marked out for vengeance ; 
and, under pretence of doing him particular honour, he 
was appointed legate, and put at the head of the fup- 
plies which were fern from Rome to reinforce the ar- 
my. The office of legate was held facred among the 
Romans, as in it were uniied the authority of a gene- 
ral. with the reverence due to the priefthood. Denta- tus, no way fufpefting his defign, went to the camp 
with alacrity, where he was received with all the ex- 
ternal marks of refpedl. But the generals foon found 
means of indulging their defire of revenge. He was 
appointed, at the head of an hundred men, to go and 
examine a more commodious place for encampment, 
as he had very candidly aflured the commanders that their prefent fituation was wrong. The foldiers, how- 
ever, who were given as h?s attendants, were affaffins ; wretches who had long been minifters of the vengeance 
of the decemviri, and who now engaged to murder him, though with all thofe apprehenfions, which his reputa- 
tion, as he was called the Roman Achilles, might be 
fuppofed to infpire. With thefe defigns, they led 
him from the way into the hollow bofom of a retired mountain, where they began to fet upon him from be- 
hind. Dentatus now, too late, perceived the treachery 
of the decemviri, and was refolved to fell his life as 
dearly as he could : he therefore put his back to a rock, 
and defended himfelf againft thofe who prefled moft 
clofely. Though now grown old, he had dill the re- 
mains of his former valour, and killed no lefs than fif- 
teen of the aflaiiants, and wounded thirty with his own 
hand. The aflaffins now, therefore, terrified at his amazing bravery, ffiowered in their javelins upon him 
at a diltance, all which he received in his fhield with undaunted refolution. The combat, though unequal 
in numbers, was managed for fome time with doubtful 
fuccefs, till at length his aflaiiants bethought themfelves 
of afeending the rock againft which he flood, and thus 
pouring down ftones upon him from above. This fuc- ceeded: 
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ceeded : the old foldier fell beneath their united efforts, 
after having fhown by his death, that he owed it to his 
.fortitude, and not his fortune, that he had come off fo 
many times vi&orious. The decemviri pretended <to 
join in the general forrow for fo brave a man, and de- 
creed him a funeral with the firft military honour^ ; 
but the greatnefs of their apparent diftrefs, compared 
•with their known hatred, only rendered them flill more 
deteftable to the people. But a tranfa&ion Hill more atrocious than the for- 
mer ferved to infpire the citizens with a refolution to 
break all meafures of obedience, and at laft reftore 
freedom. Appius, who ftill remained at Rome, fitting 
one day on his tribunal to difpenfe juftice, faw a 
maiden of exquifite beauty, and aged about fifteen, 
pafling to one of the public fchools, attended by a 
matron her nurfe. The charms of this damfel, height- 
ened by all the innocence 6f virgin modefty, caught his 
attention, and fixed his heart. The day following, as 
Ihe palled, he found her ftill more beautiful than before, 
and his heart ftill more inflamed. He now, therefore, 
refolved to obtain the gratification of his paflion, what- 
ever fhould be the confequence, and found means to 
inform himfelf of the virgin’s name and family. Her 
name was Virginia. She was the daughter of Virgi- 
nius, a centurion, then with the army in the field, 
and had been contra&ed to Icilius, formerly a tribune 
of the people, who had agreed to marry her at the 
end of the prefent campaign. Appius at firft refolved 
to break this match, and to efpoufe her himfelf; but 

! the laws of the twelve tables had forbidden the patri- 
' eians to intermarry with the plebeians ; and he could 

not infringe thefe, as he was the ena£lor of them. No- 
; thing therefore remained but a criminal enjoyment, 
which, as he was long ufed to the indulgence of hi# 
paffions, he refolved to obtain. After having vainly tried to corrupt the fidelity of her nurfe, he had re- 
courfe to another expedient ftill more guilty. He 
pitched upon one Claudius, who had long been the 

c minifte-f 
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minifter of his pleafures, to afiert the beautiful maid 
was his Have, and to refer the caufe to his tribunal for decifion. Claudius behaved exa£l!y according to his 
inftru£tions ; for, entering the fchool where Virginia 
was playing among her female companions, he feized 
upon her as his property, and was going to drag her 
away by force, but was prevented by the people drawn together by her cries. At length, after the 
firft heat of oppofition was over, he led the weeping 
virgin to the tribunal of Appius, and there plaufibly 
expofed his pretenfions. He aflerted, that fhe was born in his houfe of a female Have, who fold her to 
the wife of Virginius, who had been barren ; that he 
had feveral credible evidences to prove the truth of 
what he faid; but that, until they could come toge- 
ther, it was but reafonable the Have Ihould be deli- 
vered into his cuftedy, being her proper mailer. Ap- 
pius feemed to be (truck with the juftice of his claims: 
He obferved, that if the reputed father himfelf were prefent, he might indeed be willing to delay the deli- 
very of the maiden for fome time, but that it was not 
lawful for him in the prefent cafe to detain her from 
her lawful mailer. He therefore adjudged her to Clau- 
dius as his Have, to be kept by him till Virginius (hould be able to prove his paternity. The fentence was re- 
ceived with loud clamours and reproaches by the mul- 
titude ; the women in particular came round the inno- 
cent Virginia, as if willing to protett her from the 
judge’s fufy; while Icilius, her lover, boldly oppofed the 
decree, and obliged Claudius to take refuge under the 
tribunal of the decemvir. All things now threatened 
an open infurre&ion, when Appius, fearing the event, 
thought proper to fufpend his judgement till the ar- 
rival of Virginius, who was then about eleven miles 
from Rome with the army. The day following was 
fixed for the trial; and, in the mean time, Appius 
fent letters to the generals to confine Virginius, as his 
arrival in town might only ferve to kindle fedition 
.among the.people. Thefe letters, however, were in- tercepted 
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twcepted by the centurion’s friends, who fent him 
down a full relation of the defign laid againft the li- 
berty and the honour of his only daughter. Virginius, 
upon this, pretending the death of a near relation, got 
permiffion to leave the camp, and flew to Rome, in- 
fpired with indignation and revenge. Accordingly the 
next day he appeared before the tribunal, to the aftp- nilhment of Appius, leading his weeping daughter by 
the hand, both habited in the deepeft mourning. Clau- dius, the accufer, was alfo there, and began by ma- 
king his demand. Virginius next fpoke in turn : he re- 
prefented, that his wife had many children; that (he had 
been feen pregnant by numbers ; that if he had inten- 
tions of adopting a fuppofitious child, he would have fixed upon a boy rather than a girl; that it was noto- 
rious to all, that his wife had herfelf fuckled her own 
child ; and that it was furprifing fuch a claim fhould 
be now revived after fifteen years difcontinuance. While the father fpoke this with a Item air, Virginia Rood 
trembling by, and, with looks of perfuafive innocence, 
added weight to all his remonftrances. The people 
feemed entirely fatisfied of the hardlhips of his cafe, till Appius, fearing what he faid might have dangerous 
effetts upon the multitude, interrupted him, under a 
pretence of being fufficiently inftru&ed in the merits of the caufe. “ Yes (fays he), my confcience obliges 
me to declare, that I myfelf am a witnefs to the truth 

j of the depofition of Claudius. Moft of this aflembly | know, that I was left guardian to this youth, and t 
was very early apprifed, that he had a right to this young woman ; but the affairs of the public, and the 
diffenfions of the people, then prevented me doing him juftice. However, it is not now too late ; and, by 
the power veiled irvme for the public good, I adjudge 

■ Virginia to be the property of Claudius, the plaintiff. Go, therefore, lidlors, difperfe the multitude, and make 
room for a mafler to repoffefs himfelf of his flave.” 
The li£tors, in obedience to his command, foon drove 

j off the throng that preffed round the tribunal •, and C 2 now 
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now they feized upon Virginia, and were delivering 
her up into the hands of Claudius, when Virginius, 
who found that all was over, feemed to acquiefce in 
the fentence. He therefore mildly entreated Appius 
to be permitted to take a laft farewell of one whom 
he bad fo long conlidered as his child ; and, fo fatisfied, 
he would return to his duty with frefti alacrity. With 
this the decemvir complied, but upon condition that 
their endearments fhould pafs inhis prefence. Virginius, 
with the moft poignant anguilh, took his almoft expiring 
daughter in his arms, for a while fupported her head 
upon his breaft, and wiped away the tears that rolled 
down her lovely vifage ; and happening to be near the 
(hops that furrounded the forum, he fnatched up a 
knife that lay on the fhambles, and addreffing his daugh- 
ter, “ My deareft, loft child (cried he), this, this alone, 
can preferve your honour and your freedom.” So fay- 
ing, he buried the weapon in her breaft, and then hold- ing it up reeking with the blood of his daughter, “ Ap- 
pius (he cried), by this blood of innocence I devote thy 
head to the infernal gods.” Thus faying, with the 
bloody knife in his hand, and threatening deftru£tion to 
whomfoever Ihouldoppofe him, he ran through the city, 
wildly calling upon the people to ftrike for freedom, and 
from thence went to the camp in order to fpread a like 
flame there. 

He no fooner arrived at the camp, followed by a 
number of his friends, but he informed the army of all 
that was done, ftill holding the bloody knife in his hand. 
He alked their pardon, and the pardon of the gods, for having committed fo rafh an action, but afdribed it all 
to the dreadful neceffity of the times. The army, alrea-' 
dy predifpofed, immediately with fhouts echoed their 
approbation; and, decamping, left their generals behind 
to take their Ration once more upon Mount Aventine, whither they had retired about forty years before. The 
other army, which had been fent to oppofe the Sabines, 
feemed to feel a like refentment, and came over in large 
parties to join them. Appius-, 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 55 
Appius, in the mean time, did all he could to quell 

the diliurbances in the city; but, finding the tumult in- 
capable of controul, and perceiving that his mortal ene- 
mies, Valerius and Horatius, were the moft a£tive in op- pofition, at firft attempted to find fafety by flight: never- 
thelefs, being encouraged by Oppius, who was one of 
his colleagues, he ventured to aflemble the fenate, and urged the puniihment of all deferters. The fenate, 
however, were far from giving him the relief he fought for ; they forefaw the dangers and miferies that threa- tened the flate, in cafe ofoppofing the incenfed army: 
they therefore difpatched meflengers to them, offering 
to feftore their former mode of government. To this 
propofal all the people j-oyfully afl'ented, and the army 
gladly obeyed, now returning to the city, if not with the 
enfigns, at leaft; with the pleafure of a triumphant entry. 
Appius, and Oppius one of his colleagues, both died by their own hands in prifon. The other eight decemvirs 
went into voluntary exile; and Claudius, the pretended 
mafter of Virginia, was driven out after them. 

In the mean time, thefe inteftine tumults produced 
weaknefs within the ftate, and confidence in the enemy abroad. The wars with the ./Equi and Volfci (till con- tinued ; and as each year fome trifling advantages were 
obtained over the Romans, they at laft advanced as far as to make their incurfions to the very walls of Rome. 
But not the courage only of the Romans tt p 
feemed diminifhed by thefe conquefts, but u,'~,309* their other virtues alfo, particularly their juftice. About 
this time the inhabitants of two neighbouring cities, Ardea and Aricia, had a contefl between themfelves 
about fome lands that had long been claimed by both. At length, being unable to agree, they referred it to the 
fenate and people of Rome. The fenate-had yet fonae of ihe principles of primitive juftice remaining, and re- 
fufed to determine the difpute. But the people readily 
undertook the decifion ; and one Scaptius, an old man, declaring that thefe very lands of right belonged to 
Rome, they immediately voted themfelves to be the legal 

c 3 pofieflbrs. 
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pofleflbrs,and fenthomethe former litigants,thoroughly 
tonvinced of their own folly, and of the Roman iujuftice. The tribunes now grew more turbulent; they pro- 
poftd two laws, one to permit plebeians to intermarry 
with patricians, and the other to permit them to be ad- 
mitted to the confuUhip alfo. The fenators received 
thefe pfopofals with indignation, and feemed refolved to undergo the utmolh extremities rather than fubmit 
to enatfi them. However, finding their refiftance only 
inereafe the commotions of the ftate, they at laft con- 
fented to pafs the law concerning marriages, hoping 
that this conceflion would fatisfy the people. But they 
were to be appeafed only for a very fhort time ; for, re- 
turning to their old cuftom of refufing to enlift. upon 
the approach of an enemy, the confuls were forced to 
hold a private conference with the chief of the fenate; where, after many debates, Claudius propofed an ex- 
pedient as the moft probable means of fatisfying the 
people in the prefent conjun&ure. This was to create 
lix or eight governors in the room of confuls, whereof one half at leaft Ihould be patricians. This project, 
which was in fa£l granting what the people demanded, 
pleafed the whole meeting ; and it was agreed, that at 
the next public meeting of the fenate, the confuls fliould, 
contrary to their ufual cuftom, begin, by alking the 
opinion of the youngeft fenator. Upon afiembling the 
lenate, one of the tribunes accufed them of holding fc- 
cret meetings, and managing dangerous defigns againft 
the people. The confuls, on the other hand, averred 
their innocence ; and, to demonftrate their fincerity, 
gave any of the younger members of the houfe leave to 
propound their opinions. Thefe remaining filent, fuch 
of the older fenators as were known to be popular, be- 
gan by obferving, that the people ought to be indulged 
in their requeft; that none fo well deferved power as 
thofe who were moft inftrumental in gaining it; and 
that the city could not be free, until all were reduced 
to perfeft equality. Claudius fpoke next, and broke 
out into bitter inve£Uves againft the people, aflerting, 
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that it was his opinion that the law {hould not pafs. 
This produced fome difturbance among the plebeians: at length Gentius propofed, as had been preconcerted, 
that fix governors {hould be annually chofen, with con- 
fular authority, three from the fenate, and three from 
the people, and that, when the time of their magiitra- 
cy fhould be expired, then it would be feen, whether 
they fliould have the fame office continued, or whether 
the confulffiip {hould be eftabliffied upon its former 
footing. This projett was eagerly embraced by the 
people : yet fo fickle were the multitude, that, though 
many of the plebeians ftood, the choice wholly fell upon 
the patricians, who offered themfelves as candidates. 
Thefe new magiftrates were called Military TT p 
Tribunes. There were at firft but three, ' '3I<3* 
afterwards they were increafed to four, and at length to fix. They had the power and enfigns of confuls; yet, 
that power being divided among a number, each fingly 
was of lefs authority. The firff that were chofen only 
continued in office about three months, the augurs ha- ving found fomething arr.ifs in the ceremonies of their 
eleftion. The military tribunes being depofed, the confulg once more came into office ; and, in order to lighten 
the weight of bufmefs which they were obliged to fuf- 
tain, a new office was ere£led, namely, that of ccnfors, 
to be chofen every fifth year. Their bufinefs was, to 
take an cftirnate of the number and eftates of the 
people, and to diftribute them into their proper claffes; to infpe£t into the lives and manners of their fellow-ci- 
tizens ; to degrade fenators for mifconduct; to dif- 
mount knights, and to turn down plebeians from their 
tribes into an inferior, in cafe of mifdemeanour. The two firft cenfors were Papyrius and Sempronius, both 
patricians ; and from this order they continued to be ele&ed for near an hundred years. 

This new creation ferved to reftore peace for fome 
time among the orders; and a triumph gained over 

c 4 the 
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the Volfcians by Geganius, the conful, added to the 
univerfal fatisfatlion that reigned among the people. 
U C I his calm, however, was but of a fliort continuance; For, fome time after, a fa- 1 

mine preffing hard upon the poor, the ufual complaints 
againft tlie rich were renewed ; and thefe, as before, ' 
proving ineffe£lual, produced new feditions. 

The confuls were accufed of negle<ff, in not having 
laid in proper quantities of corn: they, however, difre- 
gavded the murmurs of the populace, content with ex- 
erting all their care in attempts to fupply the preffing 
neceffities. But though they did all that could be ex- 
pelled from aflive magiftrates, in providing and diftri- 
buting provilions to the poor, yet Spurius Mrelius, a rich 
knight, who had purchafed all the corn of Tufcany, by 
far outlhone them in liberality. This demagogue, in- 
flamed with a fecret defire of becoming powerful by the 
contentions in the ftate, diftributed corn in great quan- 
tities among the poorer fort each day, till his houfc be- 
came the afylurn of all fuch as wiffied to exchange a life of honout for one of lazy dependence. When he had 
thus gained a fufficient number of partizans, he procu- 
red large quantities of arms to be brought into his houfe 
by night, and formed a confpiracy, by which he was to 
obtain the command, while fome of the tribunes, whom 
he had found means td corrupt, were to a£t under him 
in.feizing upon the liberties of his country. Minucius 
foon difcovered the plot; and, informing the fenate 
thereof, they Immediately formed a refolution of crea- ting a diflator, who fhould have the power of quelling 
the confpiracy, without appealing to the people. Cin- 
cjnnatus, who was now eighty years old, was chofen 
once more to refcue his country from impending dan- 
ger, He began by fummoning Mselius to appear, who 
refufed to. obey. He next fent Ahala, the mailer of the 
horfe, to force him ; who, meeting him in the forum, and preffing Melius to follow him to the diflator’s tri- 
bunal, upon his refufal, Ahala killed him upon the fpot. 
The'di£l»tpr applauded the refolution of his officer, and commanded. 
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commanded the confpirator’s goods to be fold, and his 
houfe to be demolilhsd, diftributing his (lores among the people. 

The tribunes of the people were much enraged at 
the death of Maelius ; and, in order to puniih the fe- 
nate at the next election, inftead of confuls, infilled upon reftoring their military tribunes. With -q C lie 
this the fenate were obliged to comply. The ‘ *3 5* 
next year, however, the government returned to its an- cient channel, and confuls were chofen. 

The Veians had long been the rivals of Rome : they 
had ever taken the opportunity of its internal diftreffes to ravage its territories, and had even threatened its 
ambafladors, fent to complain of thefe injuries, with outrage. It feemed now therefore determined, that the city of Veii, whatever it Ihould coft, was to fall:' 
and the Romans, accordingly, fat regularly down be- 
fore it, prepared for a long and powerful refillance. 
The ftrength of the place may be inferred from ths 
continuance of the fiege, which lalled for ten years ; during which time the army continued encamped 
round it, lying in winter under tents made of the (kins of beads, and in dimmer driving on the operations of 
the attack. Various was the fuccefs, and many were 
the commanders that dire£led the fiege; fometimes all 
the befiegers works were dedroyed, apd many of their 
men cut oft'by fallies from the town ; fometimes they were annoyed by an army of Veians, who attempted to bring afiidance from without. A fiege fo bloody 
feemed to threaten depopulation to Rome itfelf, by 
draining its forces continually away ; fo that a law was. obliged to be made for all the bachelors to marry the 
widows of the foldiers who were flain. In order to 
carry it on with greater vigour, Furius Camillus was- 
creased didator, and to him was intruded the foie 
power of managing the long protrafted war. Camil- 
lus, who, without intrigue, or any folicitation, had 
raifed himfelf to the fird eminence in the date, had 
been made one of the cenfors fome time before, and 

a $ was- 
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was confidered as the head of that office ; he was after* 
wards made a military tribune, and had in this port 
gained feveral advantages over the enemy. It was his 
great courage and abilities in the above offices that made 
him thought molt worthy to ferve his country on this 
preffing occafion. Upon this appointment, numbers of 
people flocked to his ftandard, confident of fuccefs 
under fo experienced a commander. Confcious, how- 
ever, that he was unable to take the city by ftorm, he 

»fecret!y wrought a mine into it with vafk labour, 
which opened into the midft of the citadel. Certaia 
thus of fuccefs, and finding the city incapable of re- 
lief, he fent to the fenate, defiring that all who chofe 
to {hare in the plunder of the Veii fhould immediately repair to the army. Then giving his men dire£tions 
how to enter at the breach, the city was inftantly fill- 
ed with his legions, to the amazement and confirma- 
tion of the befieged, who, but a moment before, had 
refted in perfeft fecurity. Thus, like a fecondTroy, 
was the city of Veii taken after a ten years fiege, and the conquerors enriched with its fpoils ; while Camil- 
las himfelf, tranfported with the honour of having fub- 
dued the rival of his native city, triumphed after the 
Aiianner of the kings of Rome, having his chariot drawn 
by four white horfes ; a diftin&ion which did not fail 
to difguft the majority of the fpe&ators, as they con- fidered thofe as facred, and more proper for doing ho- 
nour to their gods than their generals. 

His ufual good fortune attended Camillus in another 
expedition againft the Falifci » he routed their army,, 
and befieged their capital city Falerii, which threatened 
a long and vigorous refiftance. The reduction of this 
little place would have been fcarcexworth mention- 
ing in this fcanty page, were it not for an aftion of 
the Roman general, that has done him more credit with 
pofterity, than all his other triumphs united. A fchool- 
mafter, who had the care of the children belonging tO' 
the principal men in the city, having found means to 
decoy them into tlie Roman camp, offered to put them 
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into the hands of Camillus, as the fureft means of in- 
ducing the citizens to a fpeedy furrender. The gene- ral was ftruck with the treachery of a wretch, whofe 
duty it was to prote£t innocence, and not to betray it: He for fome time regarded the traitor with a ftern air, 
but at lad finding words, “ Execrable villain (cried the 
noble Roman), offer thy abominable propofals to crea- 
tures like thyfclf, and not to me ; what though we be 
the enemies of your city, yet there are natural ties that bind all mankind, which fhould never be broken: There 
are duties required from us in war, as well as in peace : 
we fight not againft an age of innocence,but againfl men; 
men who have ufed us ill indeed, but yet whofe crimes 
are virtues when compared to thine ; againft fuph bafe 
arts let it be my duty to ufe only Roman arts, the arts of valour and of arms.” So faying, he immediately or- 
dered him to be dripped, his hands tied behind him, 
and in this ignominious manner to be whipped into the 
town by his own foldiers. This generous behaviour in 
Camillus effe£ted more than his arms could do : The 
magiftrates of the town immediately fubmitted to the fenate, leaving to Camillus the conditions of their fur- 
render, who only fined them a fum of money to fatisfy his army, and received them under the protection, and 
into the alliance of Rome. 

Notwithftanding the veneration which the virtues of 
Camillus had excited abroad, they feemed but little adapted to bring over the refpect of the turbulent tri- 
bunes at home, as they raifed fome frefh accufation againft him everyday. To the charge of being an op- 
pofer of their intended migration from Rome to Veii,. 
they added that of his having concealed a part of the 
plunder of that city, particularly two brazen gates for 
his own ufe, and appointed him a day on which to ap- pear before the people. Camillus, finding the multitude 
exafperated againft him, upon many accounts detefting their ingratitude, refolved not to wait the ignominy of 
a trial, but, embracing his wife and children, prepared 
to depart from Rome. He had already frtfled as far as. 

c 6 one 
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one of the gafes unattended on his way, and unlamented. 
There he could fupprefs his indignation no longer, but 
turning his face to the capitol, and lifting up his hands 
to heaven, entreated all the gods, that his country might 
one day be fenfsble of their injuftice and ingratitude ; and fo faying, he paffed forward to take refuge at Ardea, 
a town at a little diftance from Rotfie, where he after- 
wards learned that he had been fined fifteen hundred 
afles by the tribunes at honie. 

The tribunes were not a little pleafed with their 
triumph over this great man : but they foon had reafon 
to repent their injuftice, and to wifti for the afliftance 
of one, who alone was able to protect their country from ruin. For now a more terrible and redoubtable 
enemy began to make its appearance th^n the Romans 
had ever yet encountered. The Gauls, a barbarous nation, had about two centuries before made an irrup- 
tion from beyond the Alps, and fettled in the northern parts of Italy. They had been invited over by the deli- 
cioufnefs of the wines, and the foftnefs of the climate. ■\Vhere-ever they came, they difpoflefled the orignal in- 
habitants, as they were men of fuperior courage, extra- ordinary ftature, fierce in afpe£l, barbarous in their man- 
ners, and prone to emigration. A body of thefe, wild from their original habitations, were now' befieging Clufium, a city of Etruria, under the condud of Bren- 
nus their king. The inhabitants of Clufium, frightened 
at their numbers, and ftill more at their favage appear- ance, entreated the affiftance, or at leaft the mediatioa 
of the Romans. The fenate, who had long made it a maxim never to refufe fuccour to the diftreffed, were 
willing previoufly to fend ambaffadors to the G«rtils, to 
difluade them from their enterprife, and to fhow the in- 
juftice of their irruption. Accordingly, three youngs 
lenatprs were chofen out of the family of the Fabii, to 
manage the commiffion, who feemed more fitted for 
the field than the cabinet. Brennus received them 
with a degree of complaifance that argued but little of 
the barbarian defiring to know' the bufinefs of , their 
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their embafly,was anfwered, according to their inftruc- tions, that it was not cuftomary in Italy to make war 
but on juft grounds of provocation, and that they de- 
fired to know what offence the citizens of Clufzum had 
given to the king of the Gauls ? To this Brennus fternly replied, that the rights of valiant men lay in their fwordsj 
that the Romans themfelves had no right to the many 
cities they had conquered ; and that he had particular 
reafons of refentment againft the people of Clufium, 
as they refufed to part with thofe lands, which they had neither hands to till, nor inhabitants to occupy. 
The Roman ambaffadors, who were but little ufed to 
hear the language of a conqueror, for a while diffembled 
their refentment at this haughty reply : hpt, upon en- 
tering the befieged city,inftead of a&ing as ambaffadors, and forgetful of their facred characters, headed the citi- 
zens in a fally againft the befiegers. In this combat 
Fabius Ambuftus killed a Gaul with his own hand, but 
was difcovered while he was defpoiling him of his ar- mour. A conduCt fo unjuft, and fo unbecoming, ex- 
cited the refentment of Brennus, who, having made 
his complaint by an herald to the fenate, and finding no. 
redrefs, immediately broke up the fiege, and marched away with his conquering army direCtly to Rome. 

The countries, through which the Gauls paffed in 
their rapid progrefs, gave up all hopes of fafety upon 
their approach, being terrified at their vaft numbers, 
riie fiercenefs of their natures, and their dreadful pre- 
parations for war. But the rage and impetuofity of 
this wild people were direCIed onlyagainft Rome. They 
went on without doing the leaft injury in their march, 
ftill breathing vengeance only againft the Romans •, and 
a terrible engagement foon after enfued, in which the 
Romans were defeated near the river Allia, with the 
lofs of near forty thoufand men. 

Rome, thus deprived of all fuccour, prepared for every extremity. The inhabitants endeavoured to hide 
themfelves in fome of the neighbouring tjjwns, or re- 
folvcd to await the conqueror’s fury, and erfd their lives 

' with 
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with the ruin of their native city. But more particu- 
larly, the ancient fenators and priefts, (truck with reli- 
gious enthufiafm on this occafion, refolved to devote their lives to atone for the crimes of the people ; and, 
habited in their robes of ceremony, placed themfelves 
in the forum, on their ivory chairs. The Gauls, in the 
mean time, were giving a loofe to their triumph in 
(haring and enjoying the plunder of the enemy’s camp. 
Had they immediately marched to Rome upon gaining 
the vi&ory, the capitol itfelf had been taken ; but 
they continued two days feafting upon the field of 
battle, and, with barbarous pleafure, exulting amidft 
their flaughtered enemies. On the third day after the 
victory, the eafmefs of which much amazed the Gauls, 
Brennus appeared with all his forces before the city. 
He was at firft much furprifed to find the gates wide 
open to receive him, and the walls defencelefs ; fo that 
he began to impute the unguarded fituation of the place 
to a ftratagem of the Romans. After proper precau- 
tions, he entered the city, and marching into the fo- 
rum, there beheld the ancient fenators fitting in their 
order, obferving a profound filence, unmoved and un- daunted. The fplendid habits, the majeftic gravity, and 
the venerable looks of thefe old men, who had all, in 
their time, borne the highefl offices of the ftate, awed 
the barbarous enemy into reverence ; they took *hem 
to be the tutelar deities of the place, and began to of- 
fer blind adoration, till one more forward than the relt,. 
put forth his hand to ftroke the beard of Papyrius; an 
infult the noble Roman could not endure, but lifting 
up his ivory fceptre, firuck the favage to the ground. 
This feemed as a fignal for a general flaughter. Papy- 
rius fell firft, and all the reft fhared his fate, without 
mercy or diftinttion. Thus the fierce invaders purfued 
their (laughter for three days fucceffively, fparing nei- 
ther fex nor age, and then fetting fire to the city, burnt 
every houfe to the ground. 
y £ g All the hopes of Rome were now placed ’3 4' in the capitol, every thing without that for- 

trefa. 
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trefs was but an extenfive fcene of mifery, defolation, 
and defpair. Brennus firft fummoned it with threats 
to furrender, but in vain ; he then refolved to befiege 
it in form, and hemmed it round with his army. Never- 
thelefs, the Romans repelled his attempts with great 
bravery; defpair had fupplied them with that perfeve- 
rance and vigour which they feemed to want when in profperity. 

In the meanwhile, Brennus carried on the fiegewith 
extreme ardour. He hoped, in time, to ftarve the garri- 
fon into a capitulation ; but they, fenfible of his intent, although they were in a&ual want, caufed feveral loaves 
to be thrown into his camp, to convince him of the fu- 
tility of his expedtation. His hopes failing in this, were 
foon after revived, when fome of his feldiers came to 
inform him, that they had difcovered feme footfteps 
which led up to the rock, and by which they fuppofed 
the capitol might be furprifed. Accordingly a chofei* 
body of his men were ordered by night upon this dan- 
gerous fervice, which they, with great labour and dif- 
ficulty, almoft effedled : they were now got upon the 
very wall; the Roman fentinel was faft afleep ; their 
dogs within gave no fignal, and all promifed an inftant 
vidlory, when the garrifon was awaked by the gabbling 
of fome facred geefe that had been kept in the temple of Juno. The befieged foon perceived the imminence 
of their danger, and each,fnatching the weapon he could inftantly find, ran to oppofe the afiailants. Manlius, a 
patrician of acknowledged bravery, was the firft who 
exerted all his ftrength, and infpired courage by his ex- 
ample. He boldly mounted the rampart, and, at one effort, threw two Gauls headlong down the precipice; 
Others foon came to his afliftance, and the walls were 
cleared of the enemy in a fpace of time fhorter than that employed in the recital. 

From this time forward the hopes of the barbarians began to decline, and Brennus wilhed for an opportu- 
nity of raifing the fiege with credit. His foldkrs had 
often conferences with the befieged while upon duty, 

and 
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and the propofals for an accommodation were wilhed 
for by the common men, before the chiefs thought of a 
eongrefs. At length the commanders on both Tides came 
to an agreement, that the Gauls fliould immediately quit 
the cityand territories of Rome, upon being paid a thou- 
fand pounds weight of gold. This agreement being con- 
firmed by oath on either fide, the gold was brought forth; but, upon weighing it, the Gauls attempted 
fraudulently to kick the beam, of which the Romans 
complaining, Brennus infultingly call his fword and belt 
into the fcale, crying out, that the only portion of the 
vanquilhed was to fuffer. By this reply the Romans 
faw that they were at the vigor's mercy, and knew it 
was in vain to expoltulate againft any conditions he 
fliould be pleafed to impofe. 

But in this very juntture, and while they were thus 
debating upon the payment, it was told them that Ca- 
niillus, their old general, was at the head of a large ar- 
my, haftening to their relief, and entering the gates of 
Rome. Camillus actually appeared foon after, and en- 
tering the place of controverfy, with the air of one who 
was refolved not to fuffer impofition, demanded to 
know the caufe of the conteft; of which being inform- 
ed, he ordered the gold to be taken and carried back to 
the capitol: “For it has ever been (cried he) the manner 
with us Romans to ranfom our country, not with gold*, 
but with iron ; it is I only that am to make peace, as- 
being the di&ator of Rome, and my fword alone Ihall 
purchafe it.” Upon this a battle enfued, in which the 
Gauls were entirely routed ; and fuch a flaughter fob- lowed, that the Roman territories, by the bravery of Ca- 
millus, were foon cleared of their formidable invaders. 

The city being one continued heap of ruins, except 
the capitol, and the greateft number of its former inha- 
bitants having gone to take refuge in Veii, the tribunes of the people were urgent for the removal of the poor 
remains of Rome to Veii, where they might have houfes to ftielter, and walls to defend them. On this occafion, 
Caniillus attempted to appeafe diem with all the arts of perfuafion* 
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perfuafion, obferving, that it was unworthy of them, 
both as Romans and as men, to defert the venerable 
feats of their anceftors, where they had been encou- 
raged, by repeated marks of divine approbation, to re- 
move to and inhabit a city which they had conquered, 
and which wanted even the good fortune of defending 
itfelf. By thefe and fuch like femonftrances, he prevail- ed upon the people to go contentedly to work j and 
Rome foon began to rife from its allies. 

We have already feen the bravery of Manlius in de- fending the capitol, and faving the laft remains of 
Rome. For this the people were by no means ungrate- 
ful, having built him an houfe near the place where his 
Valour was fo confpicuous, and having appointed him 
a public fund for his fupport. But he afpired at being 
not only equal to Camillus, but to be fovereign of 
Rome. With this view, he laboured to ingratiate him- 
felf with the populace, paid their debts, and railed at 
the patricians, whom he called their oppreffors. The 
fenate was not ignorant of his difeourfes or his defigns ; 
and created Cornelius. Coflus dhftator, with a view to- 
curb the ambition of Manlius. The didfator foon fi- niflied an expedition againlt the Volfcians by a vi£tory; 
and, upon his return, called Manlius to aq account for 
his condudl. Manlius, however, was too much the darling of five populace to be affedted by the power of 
Cofi'us, who was obliged to lay down his office, and 
Manlius was carried from confinement in triumph 
through the city. This fuccefs only ferved to inflame his ambition. He now began to talk of a divifion of 
the lands among the people; infinuated that there ffiould be no diftindlions in the ftatc ; and, to give weight to 
his difeourfes, always appeared at the head of a large 
body of the dregs of the people, whom his largefies had 
made his followers. The city being thus filled with fe- 
dition and clamour, the fenate had recourfe to another 
expedient, which was, to oppofe the power of Camillus 
to that of the demagogue. Camillus accordingly, being 
made one of the military tribunes, appointed Manlius a 
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day to anfwer for his life. The place in which he was 
tried was near the capitol, where, when he was ac- 
cufed of fedition, and of afpiring at fovereignty, he only 
turned his eyes, and, pointing thither, put them in mind 
of what he had there done for his country. The 
multitude, whofe compaflion, or whofejuftice feldom 
fprings from rational motives, refufed to condemn him 
while he pleaded in fight of the capitol; but, when he 
was brought from thence to the Peteline grove, and 
where the capitol was no longer to be feen, they con- 
demned him to be thrown headlong from the Tarpeian 
rock. Thus the place which had been the theatre of his 
glory became that of his punifhment and infamy. His 
houfe, in which his confpiracies had been fecretly carried 
on, was ordered to be razed to the ground, and his family 
were forbidden ever after to affume the nameof Manlius. 

In this manner, therefore, the Romans went gra- 
dually forward, with a mixture of turbulence and fu- 
perftition within their walls, and fuccefsful enterprifes 
without. With what an implicit obedience they fub- 
mitted to their pontiffs, we have already feen in many 
inftances ; and how far they might be impelled even to 
encounter death itfelf at their command, will evidently 
j-r p o appear from the behaviour of Curtius about • o92, t]}js time, who, upon the opening of a gulf 
in the forum, which the augurs affirmed would never 
clofe up till the molt precious things in Rome were 
thrown into it, this heroic man leaped- with his horfe 
and armour boldly into the midft, faying, that nothing 
was more truly valuable than patriotifm and military 
virtue. The gulf, fay the hiftorians, clofed immediately 
upon this, and Curtius was never feen after. 

C H AP. XIII. 
From the Wars of the Sammtes, and the Wars with 

Pyrrhus, to the Beginning of the firf Punic War, •when the Romans firf went out of Italy. 
THE Romans, having now triumphed over the 

Sabines, the Etrurians, the Latins, the Hernici, the 
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the j$qui, and the Volfcians, began to look for greater conquefts. They accordingly turned their arms againft 
the Samnites, a people about an hundred miles call from 
the city, defcending from the Sabines, and inhabiting a 
great tra<£l of Southern Italy, which, at this day, makes 
a confiderable part of the kingdom of Naples. Valerius 
Corvus and Cornelius were the two confuls, to whofe 
care it firft fell to manage the dreadful contention be- tween the rival ftates. 

Valerius was one of the greateft commanders of his time} he was furnamed Corvus, from a ftrange cir- 
cumftance of being affifted by a crow in a Angle com- 
bat, in which he fought and killed a Gaul of a gigantic 
ftature. To his colleague’s care it was configned to 
lead an army to Samnium, the enemy’s capital, while 
Corvuswasfent to relieve Capua, the capitalof the Cam- 
panians. Never was a captain more fitted to com- 
mand than he. To an habit naturally robuft and ath- 
letic, he joined the gentleft manners; he was the fierceft, 
and yet the moft good-natured man in the army ; and 
while the meaneft fentinel was his companion, no man 
kept them more {lri£l;ly to their duty ; but what com- 
pletes his chara&er, he conftantly endeavoured to pre- 
ferve his dignities by the fame arts by which he gained them. Such foldiers, as the Romans then were, har- 
dened by their late adverfity, and led on by fuch a ge- 
neral, were unconquerable. The Samnites were the 
braveft men they ever yet encountered ; and the con- 
tention between the two nations was managed on both 
fides with the moft determined refolution. But the for- 
tune of Rome prevailed : the Samnites at laft fled, averring that they were not able to withftand the fierce 
looks, and the fire-darting eyes of the Romans. The 
other conful, however, was not at firft fo fortunate ; for, having unwarily led his army into a defile, he was 
in danger of being cut off, had not Decius, a tribune of 
the army, poflefied himfelf of an hill which commanded 
the enemy, fo that the Samnites being attacked on ei- 
ther fide, were defeated with great flaughter, no lefs 

than 
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than thirty thoufand of them being left dead upon the; 
field of battle. ■_ Some time.after this vi£lory, the foldiers, who were; Rationed at Capua, mutinying, forced Quintius, an old 
and eminent foldier, who was then refiding in the | 
country, to be their leader; and, conduced by their j 
rage more than their general, came within eight miles of 
the city. So terrible an enemy, almoft at the gates, not 
a little alarmed the fenate, who immediately created 
Valerius Corvus di&ator, and fent him forth with an- other army to oppofe them. The two armies were 1 

now drawn up againft each other, while fathers and < 
fons beheld themfelves prepared to engage in oppofite J 
caufes. Any other general but Corvus would perhaps 
have brought this civil war to an extremity: but he, ; 
knowing his influence among the foldiery, inftead of ; 
going forward to meet the mutineers in a hoftile man- 
ner, went with the moft cordial friendihip to embrace ] 
and expoftulate with his old acquaintances. His cofukuH: ; 
had the defired effeft. Quintius, as their fpeaker, only 
defired to have their defection from their duty forgiven-, ; 
and as for himfelf, as he was innocent of their confpi- 
racy, he had no reafon to folicit pardon for his offences. 
Thus the defe£lion, which at firft threatened fuch dan- 
gers to Rome, was repaired by the prudence and mo- 
deration of a general, whofe ambition it was to be gentle 
to his friends, and formidable only to his enemies. 

A war between the Romans and the Latins followed 
foon after; but, as their habits, arn^s, and language . 
were the fame, the moft exaft difcipline was ne- 
celfary to prevent confulion in the engagement. Or- ; 
ders, therefore, were ifi'ued by Manlius, the conful, 
that no foldier fhould leave his ranks upon whatever 
provocation, and that he fhould immediately be put to 
death who fhculd offer to do othervvife. With thefe injunftions, both armies wore drawn out in atray, and 
ready to begin, when Metius, the general of the ene- 
my’s cavalry, pufhed forward from the lines, and chal- 
lenged any knight in the Roman army to tingle com- 
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bat. For fome time there was a general paufe, no fol- 
dier oftering to difobey his orders, till Titus Manlius, 
the confufs own fon, burning with fhame to fee the 
whole body of the Romans intimidated, boldly fingled 
out againll his adverfary. The foldiers on both (idea 
for a while fufpended the general engagement to be fpec- 
tators of this fierce encounter. The two champions 
drove their horfes againft each other with great vio- 
lence : Metius wounded his adverfary’s horfe in the 
neck ; but Manlius, with better fortune, killed that of Metius. The Latin, being thus fallen to the ground, 
for a while attempted to fupport himfelf upon his (hield; 
but the Roman followed his blows with fo much force, 

| that he laid him dead as he was endeavouring to rife ; 
; and then deiboiling him of his armour, returned in 
! triumph to the conful his father’s tent, where he was ■ preparing and giving orders relative to "the engage- ment. Howfoever he might have been applauded by 
' his fellow-foldiers, being as yet doubtful of the recep- 
| tion he’ ftiotild find from his father, he came with hefi- 
f tation to lay the enemy’s fpoils at his feet, and, with a 
I modeft air, infinuated, that what he had done was en- tirely from a fpirit of hereditary virtue. But he was 

foon made dreadfully fenfible of his error, when his 
father, turning away, ordered him to be led publicly 
forth before the army ; There being brought forward, 

: the conful, with a ftern countenance, and yet with 
tears, fpoke as follows : “ Titus Manlius, as thou 
haft regarded neither the dignity of the confulfhip, nor 

| the commands of thy father, as thou haft deftroyed 
military difeipline, and fet a pattern of difobedience 
by thy example, thou haft reduced me to the deplo- rable extremity of facrificing my fon or my country. 
But let us not hefitate in this dreadful alternative; a 
thoufand lives were well loft in fuch a caufe ; nor do 
I think that thou thyfelf wilt refufe to die, when thy country is to reap the advantage of thy fufferings. 
Go, liftor, bind him, and let his death be our future 
example.” The whole army was Jftruck with horror at 



THE HISTORY OF THE 70 
this unnatural mandate : fear for a while kept them in fufpenfe ; but when they faw their young champion’s 
head (truck off, and his blood Itreaniing upon the 
ground, they could no longer contain their execrations 
and their groans. His dead body was carried forth 
without the camp, and being adorned with the fpoils of 
the vanquilhed enemy, was buried with all the pomp 
of military diftrefs. 

In the mean time, the battle joined with mutual fury, 
and, as the two armies had often fought under the fame 
leaders, they combated with all the animofity of a civil 
war. The Latins chiefly depended on their bodily 
ftrength ; the Romans on their invincible courage and 
condudl. Forces fo nearly matched feemed only to re- 
quire the protection of their deities to turn the fcale 
of victory; and in faCt the augurs had foretold, that 
whatever part of the Roman armylhould be diflrefled, 
the commander of that part (hould devote himfelf for 
his country, and die as a facrifice to the immortal gods. 
Manlius commanded the right wing, and Decius led on 
the left. Both (ides fought for fome time with doubtful 
fuccefs, as their courage was equal; but, after a time, 
the left wing of the Roman army began to give ground. 
It was then thatDecius, who commanded there, refolvcd to devote himfelf for his country, and to offer his own 
life for an atonement to fave his army. Thus deter- 
mined, he called out to Manlius with a loud voice, and 
demanded his inftrudions, as he was then chief pontiff7, how to devote himfelf, and the form of words he (hould 
ufe. By his direCkions, therefore, being clothed in along 
robe, his head covered, and his arms llretched forward, 
(landing upon a javelin, he devoted himfelf to the celef- 
tial and infernal godsfor the fafetyof Rome; thenarming 
himfelf, and mounting on horfeback, drove furiouflyinto the midftof the enemy, carrying terror and confternation 
where-ever he came, till he fell covered with wounds. In the mean time, the Roman army confidered his devoting 
himfelf in this manner as an aflurance of fuccefs. Nor 
was the fuperftition of the Latins lefs powerfully in- fluenced 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 71 
| Bnenccd by his refolution: a total rout began to enfue; 
| the Romans prefled them on every fide, and fo great 

was the carnage, that fcarce a fourth part of the enemy furvived the defeat. This was the laft battle of any con- 
fequence that the Latins had with the Romans : they 
were forced to beg a peace upon hard conditions ; and, 
two years after, their ftrongelt city Pxdum being taken, 
they were brought under an entire fubmiflion to the 
Roman power. 

A fignal difgrace, which the Romans fuf- u C r 
tained about this time in their contefts with ’ the Samnites, made a paufe in their ufual good for- 
tune, and turned the fcale for a while in the enemy’s 
favour. The fenate having denied the Samnites peace, 
Pontius, their general, was refolved to gain by ftratagem 
what he had frequently loft by force. Accordingly, leading his army into a defile called Claudium, and ta- 
king pofleffion of all its outlets, he fent ten of his fol- 
diers, habited like fliepherds, with dire£Uons to throw 
themfelves in the way the Romans were to march. 
Exa£My to his withes, the Roman conful met them; 
and taking them for what they appeared, demanded the route the Samnite army had taken : They, with feem- ing indifference, replied, that they were gone to Luceria, 
a town in Apulia, and were then a&ually befieging it. 
The Roman general, not fufpedling the ftratagem that 
was laid againft him, marched direftlythe Ihorteft road, 
which lay through the defiles, to relieve the city ; and 
was not undeceived, till he faw his army furrounded, 
and blocked up on every fide. Pontius, thus having the 
Romans entirely in his power, firlt obliged the army to 
pafs under the yoke, having been previoufly {tripped of all but their garments : he then ftipulated that they 
fhould wholly quit the territories of the Samnites, and 
that they fhould continue to live upon terms of former 
confederacy. The Romans were conftrained to fubmit to this ignominious treaty, and marched into Capua, 
difarmed, half naked, and burning with a defire of re- 
trieving their loft honour. When the army arrived at 

Rome, 



THE HISTORY OF THE 1* 
Rome, the whole city was mod furprifingly afflicted at 
their fhameful return; nothing but grief and refent- 
ment was to be feen, and the whole city was put into 
mourning. 

But this was a tranfitory calamity; the date had dif- 
fered a diminution of its glory, but not of its power. 
The war was carried ©n as ufual, for many years, the 
power of the Samnites declining every day, while that 
of the Romans gathered frelh ftrength from every vic- 
tory. Under the conduit of Papyrius Gurfor, who was at different times conful and diifator, repeated triumphs 
were gamed. Fabius Maximus alfo had his {hare in the 
glory of conquering them: and Decius, the fon of that 
Decius whom we faw devoting hitxUfelf for his country about fortyyears before, followed the example of his no- 
ble father, and, ruffling into the midft of the enemy, fa- 
yed the lives of his countrymen with the lofs of his own. 

The Samnites being thus driven to the moft extreme tliftrefs, as they were unable to defend themfelves, they 
were obliged to call in the affiftance of a foreign power, 
and have recourfe to Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, to fave 
them from impending ruin. Pyrrhus, a king of great, 
courage, ambition, and power, and who had always 
kept the example of Alexander, his great predeceffor, 
before his eyes, promifed to come to their afliftance; 
and, in the mean time, difpatched over a body of three 
thoufand men, under the command of Cineas, an ex- 
perienced foldier, and a fcholar of the great orator 
Demofthenes. Nor did he himfelf remain long behind ; but foon after put to fea with three thoufand horfe, 
twenty thoufand foot, and twenty elephants, in which 
the commanders of that time began to place very great 
confidence. However, only a fmall part of thefe great 
preparations arrived fafe in Italy with him ; for many of his fflips were difperfed, and fome were totally loft 
in a tempeft. Upon his arrival at Tarentum, his firft 
care was to reform the people he came to fuccour •. for, 
obferving a total diflblution of manners in this luxu- 
rious city, and that the inhabitants were rather occu- 
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pied with the pleafures of bathing, feafting, and dan- 
cing, than the care of preparing for war, he gave orders 
to have all the places of public entertainment {hut up, 
and that they {hould be rellrained in all fuch amufe- 
ments as rendered the foldiers unfit for battle. In the 
mean time, the Romans did all that prudence could 
fuggeft to oppofe fo formidable an enemy; and the 
conful Lavinius was fent with a numerous army to in- 
terrupt his progrefs. Pyrrhus, though his whole army 
was not yet arrived, drew out to meet him ; but pre- 
vioufly fent an ambafiador, defiring to be permitted to 
mediate between the Romans and the people of Taren- 
tum. To this Lavinius returned for anfwer, that he 
neither efteemed him as a mediator, nor feared him as an enemy; and then leading the ambafiador through 
the Roman camp, defired him to obferve diligently 
what he faw, and to report the refult to his mafter. In 
confequence of this, both armies approaching, pitched 
their tents in fight of each other, upon the oppofite 
banks of the river Lyris. Pyrrhus was always extremely 
careful in dire&ing the fituation of his own camp, and 
of obferving that of the enemy. It was there, that walk- ing along the banks of the river, and furveying the Ro- 
man method of encamping, he was heard to obferve, 
“ That thefe barbarians feemed to be no way barbarous, and he fhould too foon find their attions equal to their 
refolution.” In the mean time, ordering a body of men 
along the banks of the river, he placed them in readi- 
nefs to oppofe the Romans, in cafe they fhould attempt 
to ford it, before his whole army was brought together. 
Things turned out according to his expeftations : the 
conful, with an impetuofity that marked his inexperi- 
ence, gave orders for pafiing the river where it was ford- 
able ; and the advanced guard, having attempted to op- 
pofe him in vain, was obliged to retire to the main bo- 
dy of the army. Pyrrhus, being apprifed of the enemy’s 
attempt, at firft hoped to cut off their cavalry before 
they could be reinforced by the foot, that were not as 
yet got over, and led on in perfon a chofen body of 

d horfe 
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horfe again ft them. The Roman legions having, with- 
much difficulty, advanced acrofs the river, the engage- 
ment became general; the Greeks fought with a con-; 
fcioufnefs of their former fame, and the Romans with 
a defire of gaining freffi glory. Mankind had never be- 
fore feen two fuch differently difciplined armies op- : 
pofed to each other: nor is it to this day determined,, 
whether the Grecian phalanx or the Roman legion was j 
preferable. The combat was long in fufpenfe *, the j 
Roman had feven times repulfed the enemy, and were : 

as often driven back themfelves: but at length, while | 
the fuccefs feemed doubtful, Pyrrhus fent his elephants 
into the midft of the engagement, and thefe turned the 1 
fcale of vidtory in his favour. The Romans, who had 
never before feen creatures of fuch magnitude, were 
terrified, not only with their intrepid fiercenefs, but with 
the caftles that were built upon their backs, filled with 
armed men. It was then that Pyrrhus faw the day was 
his own; and, fending in hisTheffalian cavalry to charge j 
the enemy in diforder, the rout became general. A 
dreadful flaughter of the Romans enfued, fifteen thou- 
fand men being killed on the fpot, and eighteen hundred 

’taken prifoners. Nor were the conquerors in a much 
better ftate than the vanquiffied, Pyrrhus himfelf being 
wounded, and thirteen thoufand of his forces flain. 
Night coming on put an end to the flaughter on both 
fides; and Pyrrhus was heard to cry out, That one 
fuch vi&ory more would ruin his whole army. The 
next day, as he walked to view the field of battle, he 
could not help regarding with admiration the bodies of1 

the Romans who were flain, upon feeing them all with ; 
their wounds before, their countenances, even in death, 
marked with noble refolution, and a fternnefs that awed 
him into refpeft, he was heard to cry out, in the true 
fpirit of a military adventurer, “ O with what eafe 
could I conquer the world, had I the Romans for fol- 
diers, or had they me for their king !” 

Pyrrhus, after this vi<flory,was dill unwilling todrive 
them to an extremity; and confidering that it was belt treating 
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treating with an humbled enemy, he refolved therefore to 
fend his friendCineas, the orator, to negotiate a peace, of 
whom he often aflerted, that he had won more towns by 
the eloquence of Cineas than by his own arms. Cineas, 
with all his art, found the Romans incapable of being 
feduced, either by priyate bribery or public pcrluafion. 

Being fruftrated, therefore, in his expeditions, he 
returned to his mafter, extolling both the virtues and 
the grandeur of the Romans. The fenate, he faid, ap- 
peared a reverend aflembly of demigods, and the city 
a temple for their reception. Of this Pyrrhus, foon 
after became fenfible, by an embafly from Rome con- 
cerning the ranfom and exchange of prifoners. At the 
head of this venerable deputation was Fabricius, an 

i ancient fenator, who had long been a pattern to his 
countrymen, of the moft extreme poverty, joined to 
the moft cheerful content. Pyrrhus received this cele- 
brated old man with great kindnefs ; and, willing to 
try how far fame hadbeen juft in his favour, offered him 
rich prefents, which, however, the Roman refufed. The day after, he was defirous of examining the equality 
of his temper, and ordered one of his elephants to be placed behind the tapeftry, which, upon a fignal given, 
raifed its trunk above the ambafiador’s head, at the fame 
time ufing other arts to intimidate him. But Fabricius, 
with a countenance no way changing, fmiled upon the 
king, obferving, that he looked with an equal eye on 
the terrors of this day, as he had upon the allurements 

| of the preceding. Pyrrhus, pleafed to find fo much vir- 
tue in one he had conlidered as a barbarian, was willing to grant him the only favour which he knew could make 
him happy : he releafed the Roman prifoners, entrutiing 
them to Fabricius alone, upon his promife, that, in cafe 
the fenateweredeterminedto continue the war, he might reclaim them whenever he thought proper. By this time the Roman army was re- U. C. 474. 
covered from its late defeat, and Sulpicius and Decius, the confuls for the following year, were 
placed at its head. The panic, which had formerly 

» 2 feized 
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feized it from the elephants, now began to wear off, ■ 
and both armies met near the city Afculum, both pretty ; 
nearly equal in numbers, being about forty thoufand ; 
ftrong : and here again, after a long and obftinate | 
fight, the Grecian difcipline prevailed. The Romans, , 
being prefled on every fide, particularly by the ele- ‘ 
phants, were obliged to retire to their camp, leaving fix 
thoufand men dead upon the field of battle. But the ene- 
my had no great reafon to boaft of their triumph, as they ; 

had four thoufand flain ; fo that Pyrrhus replied to one 
of his foldiers, whowas congratulating him upon his vie- 
tory, “ One fuch triumph more, and I (hall be undone.” 

This battle finilhed the campaign. The next feafon \ 
began with equal vigour on both fides, Pyrrhus having 
received new fuccours from home. While the two 
armies were approaching, and yet but a fmall diftance 
from each other, a letter was brought to old Fabricius, 
the Roman general, from the king’s phyfician, import- ing, that, for a proper reward, he would take him off . 
by poifon, and thus rid the Romans of a powerful ene- 
my and a dangerous war. Fabricius felt all the hondl 
indignation at this bafe propofal, that was confiftent 
with his former charafter ; he communicated it to his 
colleague, and inftantly gave it as his opinion that Pyrr- < 
hus (hould be informed of the treachery that was plotted 
againft him. Accordingly, letters were difpatched for 
that purpofe, informing Pyrrhus of the affair, and al- 
leging the unfortunate choice of his friends and ene- 
mies; that he had trufted and promoted murderers, 
while he carried his refentment againft the generous 
and the brave. Pyrrhus now began by degrees to find, 
that thefe bold barbarians were fchooled into refinement, 
and would not fuffer him to be their fuperior even in 
generofity: he received the meflage with as much 
amazement at their candour as indignation at his phy- 
fician’s treachery. “ Admirable Fabricius ! (cried he), 
it would be as eafy to turn the fun from its courfe, as 
thee from the paths of honour.” Then making the 
proper inquiry among his fervants, and having difeover- 
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cd the treafon, he ordered his phyfician to be executed* 
However, not to be undone in magnanimity, he imme- 
diately fent to Rome all his prifoners without ranfom, 
and again defired to negotiate a peace. The Romans, 
on the other hand, refufed him peace, but upon the 
fame conditions they had offered before. 

So that, after an interval of two years, Pyrrhus ha- 
ving increafed his army by new levies, fent one part of 
his army to oppofe the march of Lentulus, the Roman 
conful, while he himfelf went to attack Curius Denta- 
tus, the other in command, before his colleague could 
come up. His principal aim was to furprife the enemy 
by night; but unfortunately paffing through woods, and 
his lights failing him, his men loll their way, fo that, 
at the approach of morning, he faw himfelf in fight of 
the Roman camp, with the enemy drawn out ready to 
receive him. The vanguard of both armies foon met, 
in which the Romans had the advantage. Soon after, 
a general engagement enfuing, Pyrrhus, finding the 
balance of the vi&ory turning ftill againfl him, had once more recourfc to his elephants. Thefe, however, 
the Romans were then too well acquainted with to feel any vain terrors from ; and, having found that fire was 
the moll effedlual means to repel them, they caufed a 
great number of balls to be made, compofed of flax 
and rofin, which were thrown againft them as they ap- 
proached the ranks. The elephants, thus rendered fu- 
rious by the flame, and as boldly oppofed by the foldiers, could no longer be brought oh, but ran back upon their 
own army, bearing down the ranks, and filling all 
places with terror and confufion. Thus victory at 
length declared in favour of Rome : Pyrrhus in vain at- 
tempted to flop the flight and {laughter of his troops; he loft not only twenty-three thoufand of his bell fol- 
diers, but his camp alfo was taken. This ferved as a 
new leflbn to the Romans, who were ever open to im- 
provement ; they had formerly pitched their tents with- out order ; but, by this new capture, they were taught 
to meafure out their ground, and fortify the whole with 

D 3 a 
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a trench ; fo that many of their fucceeding victories are 
to be afcribed to their improved method of encamping. 

Pyrrhus, thus finding all hopes fruitlefs, refolved to 
leave Italy, where he found only defperate enemies and 
faithlefs allies: Accordingly, calling together the Ta- 
rentines, he informecl them, that he had received afiix- 
rances from Greece of fpeedy affiftance, and, defiring 
them to wait the event with tranquillity, the night fol- 
ic wing embarked his troops, and returned undifturbed 
into his native kingdom with the remains of his (batter- 
ed forces, leaving a garrifon in Tarentum, merely to 
lave appearances ; and in this manner ended the war 
with Pyrrhus, after fix years continuance. 

As for the poor luxurious Tarentines, who were the 
original promoters of this war, they foon began to find 
a worfe enemy in the garrifon that was left for their 
defence, than in the Romans who attacked them from 
without. The hatred between them and Milo, who 
commanded the citadel forPyrrhus, was become fo great, 
that nothing but the fear of their old inveterate ene- 
mies the Romans could equal it. In this diftrefs they 
applied to the Carthaginians, who, with a large fleet, 
came and blocked up the port of Tarentum ; fo that 
this unfortunate people, once famous through Italy for 
their refinements and pleafures, now faw themfelves contended for by three different armies, without the 
choice of a conqueror. At length, however, the Ro- 
mans found means to bring over the garrifon to their 
interefl after which, they eafily became mailers of the 
city, and demoliflied its walls, granting the inhabitants 
liberty and prote&ion. 

C H A P. XIV. 
From the Beginning of the firjl Punic (Par, to the Begin- ning of the fecond, nvhen the Romans began to grow 

powerful by Sea. 
THE Romans, having deftroyed all ri- 

val pretenfions at home, began to 
pant after foreign conquefts. The Carthaginians were 
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at that time in pofleffion of the greateft part of Sicily, and like the Romans, only wanted an opportunity of 
embroiling the natives, in order to become mafters of 
the whole ifiand. This opportunity at length offered. 
Hiero, king of Syracufe, one of the dates of that ifiand, 
which was yet unconquered, entreated their aid againft 
the Mamertines, a little people of the fame country, and. 
they fent him fupplie^ both by fea and land. The Ma- 
mertines, on the other hand, ta fhield off impending 
ruin, put themfelves under the protection of Rome. 
The Romans, not thinking the Mamertines worthy of the name of allies, inftead of profeffing to affift them, 
boldly declared war againft Carthage, alleging as a rea- 
fon, the affiftance which Carthage had lately fent to 
the fouthern parts of Italy againft the Romans. In this 
manner a war was declared between thefe two power- ful dates, both grown too' great to continue patient 
fpeClators of each others jncreafe. Carthage, a colony of the Phoenicians, was built on 
the coaft of Africa, near the place where Tunis now 
(lands, about an hundred and thirty-feven years before 
the foundation of Rome. As it had been long growing 
into power, fo it had extended its dominions all along 
the coafts : But its chief ftrength lay in its fleets and 
commerce. Thus circumftanced, thefe two great powers began what is called the firft Punic war ; the Cartha- 
ginians, pofleffed of gold and filver, which might be ex- 
haufted ; the Romans, famous for perfeverance, pa- triotifm, and poverty, which feemed to gather ftrength 
by every defeat. 

But there feemed to be an infurmouritable obftacle 
to the ambitious views of Rome, as they had no fleet} 
or at lead nothing which deferved that title ; while the 
Carthaginians had the entire command at fea, and kept all the maritime towns under obedience. In fuch a 
fituation, any people but the Romans would have reded 
contented under difadvantages which nature feemed j to have impofed j but nothing could conquer or inti- 
midate them. They began to apply themfelves to mari- 
» d 4 time 
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time affairs ; and, though without fhipwrights to build, 
or feamen to navigate a fleet, they refolved to furmount 
every obftacle with inflexible perfeverance. A Cartha- 
ginian vefiel happened to be in a ftorm driven afhore ; 
and this was fufficient toferve as a model. The conful 
Duillius was the firft that ventured to fea with his new 
conftru£ted armament; and, though far inferior to the 
enemy in the management of his fleet, yet he gained 
the firft naval vi£lory, the Carthaginians lofing fifty 
of their fhips, and the undiflurbed fovereignty of the fea, which they valued more. 

But the conqueft of Sicily was only to be obtained 
by humbling the power of Carthage at home. For 
this reafon, the fenate refolved to carry the war into 
Africa itfeif; and accordingly they fent Regulus and 
Manlius with a fleet of three hundred fail to make the 
invafion. Regulus was reckoned the moll confummate 
warrior that Rome could then produce, and a profeff- 
ed example of frugal feverity. His patriotifm was Hill 
greater than his temperance ; all the private paflions 
feemed extinguifhed in him, or they were all fwallowed 
up in one great ruling affe£lion, the love of his country. 
The two generals fet fail with their fleet, which was 
the greatefl that had ever yet left an Italian port, car- 
rying an hundred and forty thoufand men. They were 
met by the Carthaginians, with a fleet as powerful, and 
men better ufed to the fea. While the fight continued 
rather between the fhips than the men at a diftance, 
the Carthaginians feemed fuccefsful : But when the 
Romans came to grapple with them, the difference be- 
tween a mercenary army, and one that fought for fame, 
was apparent. The refolution of the Romans was crowned with fuccefs : the enemy’s fleet was difperfed, 
and fifty-four of their veflels taken. The confequence 
of this vi£tory was an immediate defcent upon the 
coafts of Africa, and the capture of the city Clupea, together with twenty thoufand men who were made 
prifoners of war. 

The fenate being informed of thefe great fuccefles, and 
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,and applied to for frefh inftruftions, commanded Man- 
lius back to Italy, in order to fuperintend the Sicilian 
war; and dire&ed that Reguius (hould continue in 
Africa, in order to profecute his vi&ories there. 

A battle enfued, in which Carthage was once more 
defeated, and fome of its beft troops were cut off. 
This frefh vi&ory contributed to throw them into the 
utmoft defpair: more than eighty of their towns fub- 
mitted to the Romans. In this dillrefs, the Carthagi- 
nians, deftitute of generals at home, were obliged to 
fend to Lacedaemon, offering the command of their ar- 
mies to Xantippus, a general of great experience, who 
undertook to condu£l them. 

This general began by giving the magiftrates proper 
inftru&ions for levying their men : He affured them, that their armies were hitherto overthrown, not by the 
ftrength of the enemy, but by the ignorance of their 
own generals ; he therefore only required a ready obe- 
dience to his orders, and affured them of an eafy viftory. 
The whole city feemed once more revived from defpond- 
ence by the exhortations of a fingle ftranger ; and foon from hope grew into confidence. This was the 
fpirit the Grecian general wifhed to excite in them ; fo 
that when he faw them thus ripe for an engagement, 
he joyfully took the field. The Laccdsemonian made 
the moft fkilful difpofition of his forces ; he placed his 
cavalry in the wings ; he difpofed his elephants at pro- per intervals behind the line of the heavy armed infantry; 
and, bringing up the light armed troops before, he or- 
dered them to retire through the line of infantry after 
they had difcharged their weapons. At length, both 
armies engaging, after a long and obfiinate refiftance, 
the Romans were overthrown with dreadful {laughter; 
the greateft part of their army being deftroyed, and 
Reguius himfelf taken prifoner. Several other dif- 
treffes of the Romans, followed foon after this. They 
loft their whole fleet in a ftorm ; and Agrigentum, 
their principal town in Sicily, was taken by Karthalo, 
the Carthaginian general. They undertook to build a 

D 5 new 
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new fleet, which alfo (hared the fate of the former; 
the mariners, as yet unacquainted with the Mediter- 
ranean fhores, drove it upon the quickfands ; and foon 
after the greateft part perifhed in a ftorm. 

Mean time, the Carthaginians, being thus fuccefsful, 
were defirous of a new treaty for peace, hoping to 
have better terms than thofe infifted upon by Regulus. 
For this purpofe, they fuppofed, that he, whom they 
had now for four years kept in a dungeon, confined, 
and chained, would be a proper foficitor. It was ex- 
pelled, that, being wearied with imprifonment and 
bondage, he would gladly endeavour to perfuade his 
countrymen to a difcontinuance of the war, which 
only prolonged his captivity. He was accordingly fent 
with their ambafiadors to Rome, but with a promife, 
previoufly exadted from him, to return in cafe of being 
unfuccefsful. He w'as even given to underftand, that 
his life depended upon the fuccefs of his negotiation. 

When this old general, together with the ambafla- 
dors of Carthage, approached Rome, numbers of his 
friends came out to meet and congratulate his return. 
Their acclamations refounded through the city; but 
Regulus refufed, with fettled melancholy, to enter the 
gates. It was in vain that he was entreated on every fide to vifit once more his little dwelling, and fhare in that 
joy which his return had infpired. He perfifted in 
faying, that he was now'but a Have belonging to the 
Carthaginians, and unfit to partake in the liberal ho- 
nours of his country. The fenate affembling without the 
walls, as ufual, to give audience to the ambafladors, Regulus opened his commiflion as he had been diredled 
by the Carthaginian council, and their ambafiadors fe- 
conded his propofals. The fenate were, by this time, 
themfelves weary of a war, which had been protrafted 
above eight years, and were no way difinclinable to a 
peace. It only remained for Regulus himfelf to give 
his opinion, who, when it came to his turn to fpeak, to the furprife of all the world, gave his voice for conti- 
nuing the war. So unexpe&ed an advice not a little difturbed 
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diflurbed the fenate ; they pitied as well as admired a 
man who had ufed fuch eloquence againft his prtvate 
intereft, and could not conclude upon a meafure which, 
was to terminate in his ruin. But he foon relieved 
their embarrttffrnem by breaking off the treaty, and by 
rifing in order to return to his bonds and confinement. 
It was in vain that the fenate and all his deareft friends 
entreated his ftay; he {till reprefied their folicitations. 
Marcia, his wife, with her little children, filled the city 
with her lamentations, and vainly entreated to be per- 
mitted to fee him. He (till obltinately perfilted in keep- 
ing his promife; and, though fufficiently apprifed of the 
tortures that awaited his return, without embracing his family, or taking leave of his friends, he departed with 
the ambafladors for Carthage. 

Nothing could equal the fury and difappointment of 
the Carthaginians, when they were informed by their 
ambafladors, that Regulus, inftead of haftening a peace,, had given his opinion for continuing the war. They 
accordingly prepared to punifh his condu£l with the 
moft ftudied tortures. Firft, his eye*lids were cut off, 
and then he was remanded to prifon. He was, after 
fome days, again brought out, and expofed with his face oppofite the burning fun. At laft, when malice 
was fatigued with ftudying all the arts of torture, he 
was put into a barrel ftuck full of nails that pointed 
inwards, and in this painful pofition he continued till he died. 

Both fides now took up-arms with more than former 
animofity. At length the Roman perfeverance was 
crowned with fuccefs; one vidlory followed on the back of another. FabiusButeo, the conful, once more {bowed' 
them the way to naval victory, by defeating a large 
fquadron of the enemy’s {hips: But Lutatius Catalus 
gained a vi&ory ftill more complete, in which the 
power of Carthage feemed totally dellroyed at fea, by the lofs of an hundred and twenty fhips, according to 
the fmalleft computation. This lofs brought the Car- 
thaginians to fue for peace, which Rome thought pro- 
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per to grant; but, dill inflexible in its demands, exact- 
ed tl?e fame conditions which Regulus had formerly 
offered at the gates of Carthage. Thefe were, That . 
they fhould lay down a thoufand talents of filver to de- i 
fray the charge of the war, and fhould pay two thou- 
fand two hundred more in ten years time : That they 
fhould quit Sicily with all fuch iflands as they pofiefled ” 
near it: That they fhould never make war againft the 
allies of Rome, or come with any veflels of war within the Roman dominions : and, laftly, That all their pri- 
foners and deferters fhould be delivered up without ran- 
U £ j fom. To thefe hard conditions the Cartha- 

’ ^ I3" ginians, now exhaufted, readily fubfcribed; 
and thus ended the firfl Punic war, which had lafted 
twenty-four years, and in fome meafure had drained 
both nations of dvery refource to begin another. 

CHAP. XV. 
From the End of the firji Punic War, to the End of the 

fecond. 
THE war being ended between the Carthagi- 

nians and Romans, a profound peace enfued, and, in about fix years after, the temple of Janus was 
fhut for the fecond time fince the foundation of the city. 
The Romans, being thus in friendfhip with all nations, 
had an opportunity of turning to the arts of peace ; 
They now began to have a relifh for poetry, the firft 
liberal art which rifes in every civilized nation, and the 
firft alfo that decays. Hitherto they had been enter- 
tained only with the rude drolleries of their loweft buf- 
foons ; they had fports called Fefcenini, in which a few 
debauched aftors made their own parts, while raillery and fmutfupplied the place of humour. To thefe a com- 
pofition of a higher kind fucceeded, which they called 
fatire ; which was a kind of dramatic poem, in which 
the chara&ers of the great were particularly pointed 
out, and made an objeft of derifion to the vulgar. 
After thefe came tragedy and comedy, which were bor- rowed 
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rowed from the Greeks; and, indeed, the firft dramatic 
poet in Rome, whofe name was Livius ■g- p 
Andronicus, was by birth a Grecian. The ' ‘ Sl4» 
inftant thefe finer kinds of compofition appeared, this 
great people reje&ed their former impurities with dif- 
dain. From thenceforth they laboured upon the Grecian 
model; and though they were never able to rival their 
matters in dramatic compofition, they foon furpafled 
them in many of the more foothing kinds of poetry. 
Elegiac, paftoral, and didattic compofitions began to 
affume new beauties in the Roman language; and fatire, 
not that rude kind of dialogue already mentioned, but a 
nobler fort invented by Lucilius, was all their own. 

While they were thus cultivating the arts of peace, 
they were not unmindful of making frelh preparations 
for war -. all intervals of eafe feemed rather to give 
frefli vigour for new defigns, than relax their former 
intrepidity. The Illyrians were the firft people upon 
whom they tried their ftrength, after fome TT p 
continuation of peace. That nation, which S27* 
had long plundered the merchants of the Mediterranean 
with impunity, happened to make depredations upon 
fome of the trading fubje&s of Rome ; this being com- 
plained of to Teuta, the queen of that country, (he, in- 
ftead of granting redrefs, ordered the ambaflador that 
was fent to demand reftitution to be murdered. A war 
enfued, in which the Romans were vi&orious ; moft of 
the Illyric towns were furrendered to the confuls, and 
a peace at laft concluded, by which the greateft part of 
the country was ceded to Rome ; a yearly tribute was 
exafted for the reft, and a prohibition added, that the 
Illyrians fhould not fail beypnd the river Liffus with 
more than two barks, and thofe unarmed. 

The Gauls were the next people* that incurred the 
difpleafure of the Romans. Suppofing a time of peace, when the armies were difbanded, a proper feafon for 
new irruptions, this barbarous people invited frefh 
forces from beyond the Alps, and entering Etruria, 
wafted all with fire and fword, till they came within 

about 



86 THE HISTORY OF THE 
about three days journey of Rome. A prsetor and a 
conful were fent to oppofe them ; who, now inftrudted 
in the improved arts of war, were enabled to furround 
the Gauls, who ftill retained their primaeval barbarity. 

It was in vain that thofe hardy troops, who had no- 
thing but their courage to protect them, formed two 
fronts to oppofe their adveriaries ; their naked bodies, 
and undifciplined forces, were unable to withftand the 
fhock of an enemy completely armed, and Ikilled in 
military evolutions. A miferable daughter enfued, in 
which forty thoufand were killed, and ten thoufand ta- 
ken prifoners. This vi£lory was followed by another 
gained over them by Marcellus, in which he killed Vi- 
ridom'arus their king, with his own hand, and gained 
the third royal fpoils that were yet obtained at Rome. 
Thefe conquefts forced them to.beg a peace, the condi- 
tions of which ferved greatly to enrich the empire. Thus 
the Romans went on with fuccefs ; they had now to- 
tally recovered their former Ioffes, and only wanted an 
enemy worthy of their arms to begin a new war. 

The Carthaginians had only made a peace, becaufe 
they were no longer able to continue the war. They 
therefore took the earlieft opportunity of breaking the 
treaty; they befieged Saguntum, a city of Spain, which 
had been in alliance with Rome; and, though defired 
to defilt, profecuted their operations with vigour. Am- baffadors were fent in confequence from Rome to Car- 
thage, complaining of the infraftion of their articles, 
and requiring that H.,nnibal, the Carthaginian general,, 
who had advifed this meafure, fhould be delivered up ; 
which being refufed, both fides prepared for a fecond 
Punic war. 

The Carthaginians trufted the management of it on 
their fide to Hannibal, the fon of Hamilear. This ex- traordinary man had been made the fworn foe of Rome 
aimoft from his infancy ; for, while yet very young;, his father brought him before the altar, and-obliged 
him to take an oath, that he never would be in friend- 
fhip with the Romans, nor defift from oppofing their power. 
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power, until he or they fhould be no more. On his 
firft appearance in the field he reconciled, in his own 
perfon, the mod juft method of commanding, with the 
moft perfect obedience to his fuperiors. Thus, he was 
equally beloved by his generals, and the troops he was appointed to lead. He was pofiefled of the greateft 
courage in oppofing danger, and the greateft prefence 
of mind in retiring from it. No fatigue was able to 
fubdue his body, nor any misfortune to break his fpirit; 
equally patient of heat and cold, he only took fuftenance 
to content nature, and not to delight his appetite. He 
was the beft horfeman, and the Iwifteft runner of his 
time. This great general, who is confidered as the moft 
Ikilful of antiquity, having overrun all Spain, and le- 
vied a large army of various languages and nations, 
refolved to carry the war into Italy itfelf, as the Romans 
had before carried it into the dominions of Carthage. 
For this purpofe, leaving Hanno with a fufficient force 
to guard his conquefts in Spain, he crofted the Pyrenean 
mountains into Gaul, with an army of fifty thoufand 
foot and nine thoufand horfe. He quickly traverfed 
that country which was then wild and extenfive, and 
filled with nations that were his declared enemies. In 
vain its forefts and rivers appeared to intimidate him ; 
in vain the Rhone, with its rapid current, and its banks 
covered with enemies, or the Dura, branched out into 
numberlefs channels, oppofed his way ; he palled them all with perfeverance, and in ten days arrived at the 
foot of the Alps, over which he was to explore a new 
paflage into Italy. It was in the midft of winter when 
this aftonilhing prejeft was undertaken. The feafon 
added new horrors to a feene that nature had already 
crowded with objects of difmay. The prodigious height 
and tremendous fteepnefs of the mountains, capped 
with fnow, the people barbarous and fierce, dreft’ed 
in Ikins, with long and lhaggy hair, prefented a pic- 
ture that imprefled the beholders with aftonilhment and 
terror. But nothing was capable of fubduing the cou- 
rage of the Carthaginian general j for, at the end of fif- 

teen 
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teen days fpent in eroding the Alps, he found himfelf 
in the plains of Italy, with about half his army remain- 
ing, the reft having died of the cold, or being cut off 
by the natives. As foon as it was known at Rome, that Hannibal, 
at the head of an immenfe army, was croffing the Alps, 
in order to invade their dominions, the fenate fentScipio 
to oppofe him, who was obliged to retreat with confider- 
able lofs. In the mean time, Hannibal, being thus vic- 
torious, took the moft prudent precautions to increafe 
his army, giving orders always to fpare the poffeffions 
of the Gauls, while depredations were permitted upon 
thofe of Rome ; and this fo pleafed that fimple people, 
that they declared for him in great numbers, and flocked 
to his ftandard with alacrity. 

The fecond battle was fought upon the banks of the 
river Trebia. The Carthaginian general being apprifed 
of the Roman impetuofity, of which he always availed 
himfelf in almoft every engagement, had fent off a body 
of a thoufand horfe, each with a foot foldier behind, 
acrofs the river, to ravage the enemy’s country, and pro- 
voked them to engage. The Romans quickly routed this 
force, who, feeming to be defeated, took the river, and 
were as eagerly purfued by Sempronius the conful. It 
was not, however, till his army was got upon the op- 
pofite bank, that he perceived himfelf half conquered 
already, his men being fatigued with wading up to their 
arm-pits, and quite benumbed by the intenfe coldnefs 
of the water. A total rout enfued ; twenty-fix thou- 
fand of the Romans were either killed by the enemy, 
or drowned in attempting to repafs the river. A body 
of ten thoufand men was all that furvived, who finding 
themfelves enclofed on every fide, broke defperately 
through the enemy’s ranks, and fought retreating, till 
they found {belter in the city of Placentia. 

The third defeat the Romans fuftained was at the 
lake of Thrafimene ; near to which was a chain of 
mountains, and, between thefe and the lake, a narrow 
paffage leading to a valley that was embofomed in hills. 
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It was upon thcfe hills that Hannibal difpofed his bell troops, and it was into this valley that Flaminius, the 
Roman general, led his men to attack him. A difpofi- tion every way fo favourable for the Carthaginians was 
alfo aflifted by accident; for a mift riling from the lake, 
kept the Romans from feeing their enemies; while 

I the army upon the mountains, being above its influence, 
I faw the whole difpofitions of their opponents. The 
i fortune of the day was fuch as might be expedited from 

the condu£t of the two generals ; the Roman army was 
broken and flaughtered, almoft before they could per- 
ceive the enemy that deftroyed them. About fifteen thou- fand Romans, together with Flaminius himfelf, fell in 
the valley, and fix thoufand more were obliged to yield 
themfelves prifoners of war. Upon the news of this defeat at Rome, after the ge- 
neral confternation was allayed, the fenate, upon ma- 
ture deliberation, refolved to ele£t a commander, with 
abfolute authority, in whom they might repofe their 
laft and greateft expectations. Their choice fell upon 
Fabius Maximus, a man of great courage, but with a happy mixture of caution. He was apprifed, that the 
only way to humble the Carthaginians, at fuch a dif- 
tance from home, was rather by harafling than by 
fighting them. For this purpofe, he always encamped 
upon the higheft grounds, inacceflible to the enemy’s 
cavalry. Whenever they moved, he moved, watched their motions, ftraitened their quarters, and cut off 
their provifions. 

By thefe arts, Fabius had aClually at one time en- 
clofed Hannibal among mountains, where it was impof- fible to winter, and yet from which it was almoft im- 
practicable to extricate his army without imminent dan- 
ger. In this exigence, nothing but one of thofe ftrata- 
gems of war, which fall to the lot of great abilities only 
to invent, could have faved him : he ordered a number 
of fmall faggots and lighted torches to be tied to the 
horns of two thoufand oxen that he had in his camp, 
and that they fhould be driven towards the enemy. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe, tolling their heads, and running up the tides of 
the mountains, feemed to fill the whole neighbouring 
foreft with fire ; while the fentinels, that were placed to 
guard the approaches of the mountains, feeing fuch a 
number of flames advancing towards their polls, fled in 
conflernation, foppofing the whole body of the enemy 
was in arms to overwhelm them. By this ftratagem 
Hannibal drew off his army, and efcaped through the 
defiles that led beneath the hills, though with confider- 
able damage to his rear. 

Soon after, Fabius was obliged to lay down his of- 
fice, his time being expired, and Terentius Varro was 
chofen by the majority to fucceed to the command. 
This Terentius Varro was a man fprung from the dregs 
of the people, with nothing but his confidence and 
riches to recommend him. With him was joined Pau- 
lus ./Emilius, of a difpofition entirely oppofite ; expe- 
rienced in the field, cautious in a£tion, and impreffed 
with a thorough contempt for the abilities of his ple- 
beian colleague. 

The Romans, finding themfelves enabled to bring a 
competent force into the field, being 'almoft ninety 
thoufand ftrong, now again refolved to meet Hannibal, 
who was at this time encamped near the village of 
Cannae, with a wind, that for a certain feafon blows 
ftill one way in his rear, which raifing great clouds of 
duff from the parched lands behind, he knew mud 
greatly diftrefs an approaching enemy. In this fitua- 
tion, he waited the coming up of the Romans, with an 
army of forty thoufand foot and half that number of cavalry. The two confuls foon appeared to his wifli, 
dividing their forces into two parts, and agreeing to 
take the command every day by turns. On the firft day 
of their arrival, it falling to the lot of ^Emilius to com- 
mand, he was entirely averfe to engaging. The next 
day, however, it being come to Varro’s turn to com- 
mand, he, without afking his colleague’s concurrence, 
gave the fignal for battle ; and, palling the river Aufi- 
dus, that lay between both armies, put his forces in array. 
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array, the battle began with the light armed infantry ; 
the horfe engaged foon after; and the Roman cavalry 
being unable to ftand againft thofe of Numidia, the 
legions came up to reinforce them. It was then that the conflitt became general: the Roman foldiers for a 
long time endeavoured, but in vain, to penetrate the 
centre, where the Gauls and Spaniards fought; which 
Hannibal obferving, ordered part of thofe troops to 
give way, and to permit the Romans to embofom 
themfelves within a chofen body of his Africans, 
whom he had placed on their wing, fo as to furround 
them: upon that, a terrible flaughter began to enfue 
of the Romans, fatigued with repeated attacks from 
the Africans, who were then frefli and vigorous. At 
laft the rout became general in every part of the 
Roman army; the boattings of Varro were now no longer heard ; while jEmilius, who had been terribly 
wounded by a (linger in the very beginning of the en- 
gagement, (till feebly led on his body of horfe, and 
did all that could be done to make head againft. the 
enemy ; however, being unable to fit on horfeback, he 
was forced to difmount. It was in this deplorable con- 
dition of things, that one Lentulus, a tribune of the army, as he was flying on horfeback from the enemy, 
which at fome diftance purfued him, met jEmilius fit- 
ting upon a (tone, covered over with blood and wounds, 
and waiting for the coming up of the purfuers. “ jEmi- 
lius (cried the generous tribune), you at lead are guilt- 
lefs of this day’s (laughter ; take my horfe and fly.” I 
thank thee, Lentulus (cried the dying conful), all is 
over, my part is chofen : go, I command thee, and tell 
the fenate from me, to fortify Rome againft the ap- 
proach of the conqueror. Tell Fabius, alfo, that /F.mi- 
lius, while living, ever remembered his advice, and now, dying, approves it.” While he was yet fpeaking, 
the enemy approached, and Lentulus, before he was out 
of view, faw the conful expire, feebly fighting in the 
midft of hundreds. In this battle the Romans loft fifty 
thoufand men, and fo many knights, that, it is faid, 

Hannibal 
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Hannibal fent three bufhels of gold rings to Carthage, 
which thofe of this order had worn on their fingers. 

When the firft confternation was abated after this 
dreadful blow at Rome, the fenate came to a general 
refolution to create a di&ator, in order to give ftrength 
to their government. A fliort time after, Varro arrived, 
having left behind him the wretched remains of his 
army; and as he had been the principal caufe of the 
late calamity, it was natural to fuppofe that the fenate would feverely reprimand the rafhnefs of his conduct. 
But far otherwife I The Romans went out in multi- 
tudes to meet him; and the fenate returned him thanks 
that he had not defpaired of the fafety of Rome. Fa- 
bius, who was confidered as the fhield of Rome, and 
Marcellus as the fword, were appointed to lead the ar- 
mies ; and though Hannibal once more offered them 
peace, they refufed it, but upon condition that he 
fhould quit Italy. Terms fimilar to thefe they had for- 
merly infifted upon to Pyrrhus. 

In the mean time, Hannibal, either finding the im- 
poflibility of marching direftly to Rome, or willing to 
give his forces reft after fuch a mighty victory, led 
them to Capua, where he refolved to winter. This 
city had long been confidered as the nurfe of luxury, 
and the corrupter of all military virtue : here, there- 
fore, a new fcene of pleafure opened to his barbarian 
troops; and they at once gave themfelves up to intoxi- 
cation, till, from being hardy veterans, they became in- 
firm rioters. 

Hitherto we have found this great man fuccefsful; 
but now we are to reverfe the piflure, and furvey him 
ftruggling with accumulated misfortunes, and at laft 
finking beneath them. 

His firft lofs was at the fiege of Nola, where Mar- 
cellus the praetor made a fuccefsful fally. He fome 
time after attempted to raife the fiege of Capua, and 
attacked the Romans in their trenches, but he was re- 
pulfed with confiderable lofs. He then made a feint 
of going to befiege Rome; but, finding a fuperior army 
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army ready to receive him, he was obliged to retire. 
For fome years after, he fought with various fuccefs i 
Marcellus, his opponent, fometimes gain- -jj C. ?4t. ing and fometimes lofing the advantage, • • 54 • 
but coming to no decifive engagement. 

The fenate of Carthage .at length came to a refolu- 
tion of fending his brother Afdrubal to his alTiftance, 
with a body of forces drawn out of Spain. Afdrubal’s 
march being made known to the confuls Livius and 
Nero, they went againft him with great expedition, and 
furrounding him in a place into which he was led by 
the treachery of his guides, they cut his whole army to 
pieces. Hannibal had long expe&ed thefe fuccours 
with impatience; and the very night on which he had 
been aflured of his brother’s arrival, Nero ordered 
Afdrubal’s head to be cut off, and thrown into his 
brother’s camp. The Carthaginian general now there- 
fore began to perceive the approaches of the downfal 
of Carthage, and could not help obferving with a figh, 
to thofe about him, that fortune feemed fatigued with 
granting her favours. 

In the mean time, fortune feemed to favour the Ro- man arms in other parts; Marcellus took the city of 
Syracufe in Sicily, which was defended by the machines 
and the fires of Archimedes the mathematician. 

The inhabitants were put to the fword, and among the 
reft Archimedes himfelf, who was found, meditating in 
his ftudy, by a Roman foldier. Marcellus, the general, 
was not a little grieved at his death. A paffion for letters 
at that time began to prevail among the higher ranks of 
people at Rome. He therefore ordered his body to be 
honourably buried, and a tomb to be erefted to his 
memory, which his own works have long furvived. 

As to their fortunes in Spain, though for a while 
they appeared doubtful, two of the Scipios being flain, and Claudius Nero, the governor of the province, ap- 
pearing mucH an undermatch for the cunning of the 
Carthaginian general, yet they foon recovered their 
complexion under the conduit of Scipio Africanus, 

who 
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who fued for the office of proconful to that kingdom, ■ 
at a time when every one elfe was willing to decline it. * 
Scipio, who was now but twenty-four years old, had ; 
all the qualifications requifitefor forming a great general ; 
and a good man; he united the greateft courage with the 
greateft tendernefs; fuperior to Hannibal in the arts of 
peace, andalmofthisequalinthofeofwar* Hisfatherhad , 
been killed in Spain, fo that he feemed to have an here- ; 
ditary claim to attack the country. He therefore ap- 1 
peared irrefiftible, obtaining many great vi£lories, yet i 
fubduing (till more by his generofity, mildnefs, and be* 
nevolent difpofition, than by the force of his arms. 

It was (hortly after, that he returned with an army ) 
from the conqueft of Spain, and was made conful at 
the age of twenty-nine. It was at firft fuppofed he in- ; 
tended meeting Hannibal in Italy, and that he would ; 

attempt driving him from thence : but he had already ! 
formed a wifer plan, which was, to carry the war into 
Africa, and, while the Carthaginians kept an army near i 
Rome, to make them tremble for their own capital. 

Scipio was not long in Africa without employment: 
for in a ffiort time Hanno oppofed him ; but he was 
defeated and flain. Syphax, the ufurper of Numidia, 
led up a large army againlt him. The Roman general < 
for a time declined fighting; till, finding an opportu- 
nity, he fet fire to the enemy’s tents, and attacking 
them in the midft of the confufion, killed forty thou- 
fand men, and took fix thoufand prifoners. 

The Carthaginians, now beginning to be terrified at 
their repeated defeats, and at the fame of Scipio’s fuc- 1 

ceffes, determined to recal Hannibal, their great cham- i 
pion, out of Italy, in order to oppofe the Romans at 1 

home. Deputies were accordingly difpatched, with a 
pofitive command for him to return and oppofe the 
Roman general, who at that time threatened Carthage 
with a fiege. Nothing could exceed the regret and 
difappointment of Hannibal upon receiving this order. 
However, he obeyed the orders of his infatuated coun- try with the fame fubmiffion that the meaneft: foldier would 
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would have done, and took leave of Italy with tears in his eyes, after having kept pofieffion of the moft 
beautiful parts of it for above fifteen years. 

Upon his arrival at Leptis, in Africa, from whence 
he marched to Adrumetum, he at laft approached 
Zama, a city within five days journey of Carthage. 
Scipio, in the mean time, led his army to meet him, 
joined by Mafiiniffa with fix thoufand horfe ; and, to 
(hew his rival in the field how little he feared his ap- 
proach, fent back the fpies who were fent to explore his camp, having previoufly fhown them the whole, 
with dire&ions to inform Hannibal of what they had 
feen. The Carthaginian general, confcious of his in- 
feriority, endeavoured to difcontinue the war by nego- 
tiation, and defired a meeting with Scipio to confer 
upon terms of peace, to which the Roman general af- 
fented. But, after a long conference, both fides parted 
difiatisfied; they returned to their camps to prepare 
for deciding the controverfy bv the fword. Never was 
a more memorable battle fought, whether we regard 
the generals, the armies, the two ftates that contended, 
or the empire that was in difpute. The difpofition 
Hannibal made of his men is faid, by the moft fkilful 
in the art of war, to have been fuperior to any even of 
his former arrangements. The battle began with the 
elephants on the fide of the Carthaginians, which, be- 
ing terrified at the cries of the Romans, and wounded 
by the {lingers and archers, turned upon their drivers, and caufed much confufion in both wings Of their ar- 
my, in which the cavalry was placed. Being thus de- 
prived of the afliftance of the horfe, in which their 
greateft ftrength confifted, the heavy infantry joined 
on both fides ; but the Romans being ftronger of bo- 
dy, the Carthaginians were obliged to give ground. 
In the mean time, Maffinifia, who had been in purfuit 
of their cavalry, returning, and attacking them in the 
rear, completed their defeat. A total rout enfued : 
twenty thoufand men were killed in the battle, or in 
the purfuit, and as many were taken prifoners. Han- 

nibal, 
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nibal, who had done all that a great general, and an . 
undaunted foldier could perform, fled with a fmall body • 
of horfe to Adrumetum, fortune feeming to delight in confounding his ability, his valour, and experience. 

This viftory brought on a peace. The Carthaginians, 
by Hannibal’s advice, offered conditions to the Romans, h which they dictated, not as rivals, but as fovereigns. ^ 
By this treaty, the Carthaginians were obliged to quit Spain, and all the iflands in the Mediterranean fea. They j 
were bound to pay ten thoufand talents in fifty years; 
to give hoftages for the delivery of their (hips and their 
elephants; to reftore Maffmiffa all the territories that had 5 

been taken from him ; and not to make war in Africa, ; 
but by the permiflion of the Romans. Thus ended the 
fecond Punic war, feventeen years after it had begun. 

CHAP. XVI. 
From the End of the fecond Punic •war, to the End of the j 

thirdt •which terminated in the dtflruElion of Carthage. 
WHILE the Romans were engaged with Hanni- 

bal, they carried on alfo a vigorous war againfl : 

Philip, king of Macedonia, not a little incited thereto 
by the prayers of the Athenians, who, from once con- 
trouling the power of Perfia, were now unable to de- 
fend themfelves. The Rhodians, with Attains, king of 
Pergamus, alfo entered into the confederacy againft 
Philip. He was more than once defeated by Golba, 
the conful, who was fent againft him. He attempted to 
befiege Athens, but the Romans obliged him to raife 
the fi<?ge. He attempted to take poffelfion of the ftraits \ 
of Thermopylae, but was driven from them by Quintus \ 
Flaminius with great flaughter. He attempted to take 
refuge in Theffaly, where he was again defeated with confiderable lofs, and obliged to beg a peace, upon con- 
dition of paying a thoufand talents, half down, and the 
other half in the fpace of ten years. The peace with 
Philip gave the Romans an opportunity of {hewing their 
generofity, by reftoring liberty to Greece. Antiochus, 
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Antiochus, king of Syria, was next brought to fub- 

mit to the Roman arms. After fome embalfies on the 
one fide and the other, a war was declared againft him, 
five years after the conclufion of the Macedonian v/ar. 

After various miftakes and mifcondudl, he attempt- 
ed to obtain a peace, by offering to quit all his places 
in Europe, and fuch in Alia as protcffed alliance to 
Rome. But it was now too late : Scipio, perceiving 
his own fuperiority, was refolved to avail himfelf of 
it. Antiochus, thus driven into refiftance, for fome 
time retreated before the enemy, till, being prefled hard near the city of Magnefia, he was forced to draw 
out his men, to the number of feventy thoufand foot, 
and twelve thoufand horfe. Scipio oppofed him with 
forces as much inferior in number as they were fupe- rior in courage and difcipline. Antiochus, therefore, 
was in a fliort time entirely defeated •, his own chariots, 
armed with fcythes, being drived back upon his men, 
contributed much to his overthrow. Being thus redu- 
ced to the laft extremity, he was glad to procure peace 
of the Romans upon their own terms ; which were, to 
pay fifteen thoufand talents towards the expenfes of the 
war; to quit all his pofleflions in Europe, and likewife all in Afia on that fide Mount Taurus ; to give twenty 
hoftages as pledges of his fidelity ; and to deliver up 
Hannibal, the inveterate etjemy of Rome. 

In the mean time, Hannibal, whofe deftru£tion was 
one of the articles of this extorted treaty, endeavoured to avoid the threatened ruin. This confummate gene- 
ral had been long a wanderer, and an exile from his 
ungrateful country. He had taken refuge at the court 
of Antiochus, who at firft gave him a fincere welcome, 
and made him admiral of his fleet, in which ftation he 
fhowed his ufual Ikill in ftratagem. But he foon funk 
in the Syrian’s elteem, for having advifed fchemes which that monarch had neither genius to underhand, 
nor talents to execute. Sure, therefore, to find no fafety or protection, he departed by health j and, af- 
ter wandering for a time among petty ftates, who had e neither 
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neither power nor generofity to protect him, he took 
refuge at the court of Prufias, king of Bithynia. In the mean time the Romans, with a vindiflive fpirit ut- 
terly unworthy of them, fent -ffimilius, one of their 
moft celebrated generals, to demand him of this king, 
who, fearing the refentment of Rome, and willing to 
conciliate their friendlhip by this breach of hofpitality, 
ordered a guard to be placed upon Hannibal, with an 
intent to deliver him up. The poor old general, thus im- 
placably profecuted from one country to another, and 
finding all methods of fafety cut off, determined to die : 
he therefore defired one of his followers to bring him poifon, which he had ready for his exigence; and drink- 
ing it, he expired, as he had lived, with intrepid bravery. 
U C c8t ^ feconc* Macedonian war was foon '5 31 after proclaimed againft Perfeus, the fon 
of Philip, whom we have already feen obliged to beg 
peace of the Romans. Perfeus, in order to fecure 
the crown, had contrived to murder his brother De- 
metrius ; and, upon the death of his father, pleafed 
with the hopes of imaginary triumphs, made war 
againft Rome. During the courfe of this war, which 
continued about three years, many opportunities were 
offered him of cutting off the Roman army ; but, be- 
ing perfe&ly ignorant how to take advantage of their 
ralhnefs, he fpent the time in empty overtures for a 
peace. At length ^Emilius gave him a decifive over- 
throw near the river Enipeus. He attempted to pro- 
cure fafety by flying into Crete; but, being abandoned 
by all, he was obliged to furrender himfelf, and to grace the fplendid triumph of the Roman general. 

About this time, Maffiniffa, the Numidian, having 
made fome incurfions into a territory claimed by the 
Carthaginians, they attempted to repel the invafion. 
This brought on a war between that monarch and them ; while the Romans, who pretended to confider 
this condu£t of theirs as an infra&ion of the treaty, 
fent to make a complaint. The ambafl'adors, who were 
employed upon this occafion, finding the city very rich 
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and flourifhing, from the long interval of peace which 
it had now enjoyed for near fifty years, either from 
motives of avarice to poflefs its plunder, or from fear 
of its growing greatnefs, infilled much on the neceflity 
of a war, which was Toon after proclaimed ; and the confuls fet out, with a thorough refolution utterly to demolifh Carthage. 

The wretched Carthaginians, finding that the con- 
querors would not defdt from making demands while 
they had any thing left to fupply, attempted to foften 
the vigors by fubmilfion ; but they received orders to 
leave their city, which was to be levelled w'ith the 
ground. This fevere command they received with all 
the concern and diltrefs of a defpairing people ; they 
implored for a refpite from fuch a hard fentence; they 
ufed tears and lamentations : but, finding the confuls inexorable, they departed with a gloomy refolution, 
prepared to fuffer the utmoft extremities, and to fight 
to the lad for their feat of empire. The veffels, therefore, of gold and filver, which their luxury had taken fuch pride in, were converted into 
arms. The women parted alfo with their ornaments, 
and even cut off their hair, to be converted intoftrings for the bowmen. Afdrubal, who had been lately con- demned for oppofing the Romans, was now taken from 
prifon to head their army, and fuch preparations were 
made, that when the confuls came before the city,which 
they expedled to find an eafy conquelt, they met frith fuch reliftance, as quite difpirited their forces, and (hook 
their refolution. Several engagements were fought be- fore the walls, with difadvantage to the aflailants ; fo 
that the fiege would have been difeontinued, had not Scipio aEmilianus, the adopted fon of Africar.us, who 
was now appointed to command it, ufed as much {kill 
to fave his forces after a defeat, as to infpire them with 
frefli hopes of yi&ory. But all his arts would have fail- ed, had he not found means to feduce Pharneas, the 
mafter of the Carthaginian horfe, who came over to 
his fide. The unhappy townfmen foon faw the enemy 

E 2 make 
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make nearer approaches; the wall which led to the ha- 
ven was quickly demoliflied; foon after the forum itfelf 
was taken, which offered the conquerors a deplorable 
fpe&acle of houfes nodding to their fall; heaps of men lying dead ; hundreds of the wounded ftruggling to 
emerge from the carnage around them, and deploring 
their own and their country’s ruin. The citadel foon 
after furrendered at difcretion. AH now but the temple 
was fubdued; and that was defended by deferters from 
the Roman army, and thofe who had been moft forward 
to undertake the war. Thefe, however, cxpe&ing no 
mercy, and finding their condition defperate, fet fire to 
the building, and voluntarily perilhed in the flames. 
This was the end of one of the moft renowned cities in 
the world, both for arts, opulence, and extent of domi- nion; it had rivalled Rome for above an hundred years, 
and at one time was thought to have the fuperiority. 

This conqueft over Carthage was foon followed by many over other Hates. Corinth, one of the nobleft ci- 
ties of Greece, in the fame year fuftair.ed the fame fate, being entered by Mummius the conful, and level- 
led to the ground. Scipio, alfo, having laid fiege to 
Numantia, the ftrongeft city in Spain, the wretched 
inhabitants, to avoid falling into the hands of the ene- 
my, fired the city over their own heads, and all to a 
man expired in the flames. Thus Spain became a pro- 
vince belonging to Rome, and was governed thence- 
forward by two annual prsetors. 

CHAP. XVII. 
From the Dejiruciicn of Carthage, to the End of the Sedi- tion of the Gracchi. 
U C 62 Romans being now left without a u* ’ ‘ rival, the triumphs and the fpoils of 
Afia brought in a tafte for fplendid expenfe ; and this 
produced avarice and boundlefs ambition. The two 
Gracchi were the firft who faw this ftrange corruption 
among the great, and refolved to redrefs it, by renew- ing 
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ing the Licinian law, which had ena£led that no perfon 
in the ftate (hould poffefs above five hundred acres of 
land. Tiberius Gracchus, the elder of the two, was a 
perfon very confiderable, both for the advantages of his 
body, and the qualities of his mind. Very different from 
Scipio, of whom he was the grandfon, he feemed more 
ambitious of power than defirous of glory : his com- 
panion for the oppreffed was equal to his animofi ty againft 
the oppreffors •, but unhappily his pafiions, rather than his reafon, operated even in his purfuits of virtue, and 
thefe always drove him beyond the line of duty. This 
was the difpofition of the elder Gracchus, who found the lower part of the people ready to fecond all his pro- 
pofals. This law, though firlt carried on with proper moderation, greatly difgufted the rich, who endeavoured 
to perfuade the people, that the propofer only aimed at 
dilturbing the goveriiment, and putting all things into 
confufion. But Gracchus,who was a man of the greateft 
eloquence of his time, eafily wiped off thefe imprefftons 
from the minds of the people, already irritated with 
their wrongs, and at length the law was paffed. 

The death of Attalus, king of Pergamus, furnifhed 
Tiberius Gracchus with a new opportunity of gratify- ing the meaner part of the people at the expenfe of 
the great. This king had, by his laft will, left the Ro- 
mans his heirs: and it was now propofed that the mo- 
ney fo left {hould be divided among the poor, in order 
to furnifh them with proper utenfils for cultivating the 
lands which became theirs by the late law of partition. 
This caufed dill greater diflurbances than before. The 
fenate aflembled upon this occafion, in order to con- fult the moft proper methods of fecuring thefe riches to 
themfelves, which they now valued above the fafety of the commonwealth : They had numerous dependents, 
who were willing to give up liberty for plenty and cafe: Thefe, therefore, were commanded to be in 
readinefs, to intimidate the people, who expe£led no fuch oppofnion, and who were now attending to the 
harangues of Tiberius Gracchus in the capitol. Here, 

E 3 as 
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as a clamour was raifed by the clients of the great on one fide, and by the favourers of the law on the other* 
Tiberius found his fpeech entirely interrupted, and beg- ged in vain to be attended to ; till at lad, raifing his 
hand to his head, to intimate that his life was in danger, the panizans of the fenate gave out, that he wanted a 
tiiadem. In confequence of this, an univerfal uproar 
fpread itfelf through all ranks of people ; the corrupt 
part of the fenate were of opinion, that the conful 
Ihould defend the commonwealth by force of arms: but this prudent magiftrate declining fuch violence, Scipio 
Nafica, kinfman of Gracchus, immediately rofe up, and, 
pireparing himfelf for the conteft, defired, that all who 
would defend the dignity and the authority of the laws 
Ihould follow him. Upon this, attended by a large body 
of fenators and clients, armed with clubs, he went di- 
redlly to the capitol, {hiking down all who ventured to 
rtfift. Tiberius, perceiving by the tumult that his life 
was fought for, endeavoured to fly; and, throwing afide 
his robe, to expedite his efcape,attempted to get through the throng; but, happening to fall over aperfon already 
on the ground, Saturnius, one of his colleagues in the 
ttibunefhip, who was of the oppofite faftion, {truck him dead with a piece of a feat; and not lefs than three hun- 
dred of his hearers {hared the fame fate, being killed in 
the tumult. Nor did the vengeance of the fenate reft here, but extended to numbers of thofe who feemed to 
efpoufe his caufe; many of them were put to death, 
many were baniftied, and nothing was omitted to infpire 
the people with an abhorrence of his pretended crimes. Caius Gracchus, the brother of him who was flain, 
was but twenty-one upon the death of Tiberius ; and, 
as he was too young to be much dreaded by the great, 
fo he was at fuft unwilling to incur their refentment by •aims beyond his reach; he therefore lived in retirement, 
unfeen, and almoft forgotten. But while he thus feem- 
ed defirous of avoiding popularity, he was employing 
his folitude in the ftudy of eloquence, which was the readteft means to obtain it: at length, when he thought hirafelf qualified to ferve his country, he offered hinffelf 
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candidate for the queftorfhip to the army in Sardinia, 
which he readily obtained. His valour, affability, and 
temperance in his office, were remarked by all. The king of Numidia, fending a prefent of corn to the Romans, 
ordered his ambafladors to fay, that it was entirely as a 
tribute to the virtues of Caius Gracchus. This the fe- 
nate treated with fcorn, and ordered the ambaffadors to 
be difmiffed with contempt, as ignorant barbarians; 
which fo inflamed the refentment of young Gracchus, that he immediately came from the army to complain 
of the indignity thrown upon his reputation, and to offer 
himfelf for the tribunefhip of the people. It was then that the great found in this youth, who had been hi- 
therto negle£ted upon account of his age, a more for- 
midable antagonilt than even his brother had been. Notwithftanding the warmed oppofition from the fe- 
nate, he was declared tribune by a very large majority, 
and was now prepared to run the fame career which 
his brother had gone before him. His fird effort was to have Popilius, one of the mod 
inveterate of his brother’s enemies, cited before the 
people, who, rather than dand the event of a trial, chofe. to go into voluntary banifhment. He next procured an 
edidt, granting the freedom of the city to the inhabit- 
ants of Latium, and foon after to all the people on that fide the Alps. He afterwards fixed the price of corn to a moderate dandard, and procured a monthly 
didribution of it among the people. He then pro- 
ceeded to an infpeclion into the late corruptions of the 
fenate ; in which the whole body being convidled of 
bribery, extortion, and the fale of offices, (for at that 
time a total degeneracy feemcd to have taken place), a 
law was made, transferring the power of judging cor- 
rupt magidrates from the fenate to the knights, which 
made a great alteration in the conditution. 

Gracchus, by thefe means, being grown not only very popular, but very powerful in the date, was be- 
come an objedl at which the fenate aimed all their re- 
fentment. i3ut he foon found the populace a faithlefs 

e 4 and 
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and unfteady fupport; they began to withdraw all their 
confidence from him, and to place it upon Drufus, a 
rrfnn infidioufly fet up ag.iinft him by the fenate. It was 
in vain that he revived the Licinian law in their favour, 
and called up feveral of the inhabitants of the different 
towns of Italy to his fupport; the fenate ordered them 
all to depart Rome, and even fent one flranger to pri- 
fon, whom (Gracchus had invited to live with him, 
and honoured with his table and friendfhip. To this 
indignity was fhortly after added a difgrace of a more fatal tendency: for, ftanding for the tribunefhip a 
third time, he was reje£led, it being fuppofed, that the 
officers, whofe duty it was to make the return, were 
bribed to reje£I him, though fairly chofen. 

It was now feen that the fate of Gracchus was re- 
vived on. Opimius, the conful, was not contented 
with the protedHon of all the fenate and the knights, 
with a numerous retinue of Haves and clients, but or- 
dered a body of Candians, that were mercenaries in 
the Roman fervice, to follow and attend him. Thus 
guarded, and confcious of the fuperiority of his forces, lie infulted Gracchus where-ever he met him, doing all 
in his power to produce a quarrel, in which he might 
have a pretence of difpatching his enemy in the fray. 
Gracchus avoided all recrimination ; and, as if apprifed 
of the conful’s defigns, would not even wear any kind 
of arms for his defence. His friend Flaccus, however, 
a zealous tribune, was not fo remifs, but refolved to 
oppofe party againft party; and for this purpofe brought 
up ffiveral country men to Rome, who came under pre- 
tence of tiefiring employment. When the day fqr de- 
termining the controve.Ty was arrived, the two parties 
early in the morning, attended at the capitol, where, 
while the conful was facrificing, according to cuftom, 
one of the lidors, taking up the entrails of a bead that 
was Haiti, in order to remove them, could not forbear 
crying out to Fulviifs and his party, “ You, ye fadious 
citizens, make way for honeit men.” This infult fo 
nrovoked the party to whom it w-as addrefied, that they inftantly 
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inftantly fell upon him, and pierced him to death with 
the inftruments they ufed in writings which they then 
happened to have in their hands. This murder caufed 
a great difturbance in the afiembly, particularly Grac- 
chus, who faw the confequences that were likely to en- fue, reprimanded-his party for giving his enemies fuch 
advantages over him, but now prepared to lead his fol- 
lowers to Mount Aventine. It was there he learned that proclamation had been made by the confuls, that who- 
ever fliould bring either his head, or that of Flaccus, 
fhould receive its weight in gold as a reward. It was to 
no purpofe that he fent the youngeft fon of Flaccus, who was yet a child, with propofals for an accommoda- 
tion. The fenate and the confuls, who were fenfible of 
their fuperiority, rejefted all his offers, and refolved to 
punilh his offence with nothing lefs than death ; and 
they offered pardon alfo to all who (hould leave him im- 
mediately. This produced the defired effeft; the people 
fell from him by degrees, and left him with very in- 
ferior forces. In the mean time, Opimius, the conful, 
who thirfted for flaughter, leading his forces up to 
Mount Aventine, fell in among the crowd with ungo- 
vernable fury : a terrible flaughter of the fcarce refill- 
ing multitude enfued, and not lefs than three thoufand 
citizens fell upon the fpot. Flaccus attempted to find 
(belter in a ruinous cottage, but, being difeovered, was 
(lain with his eldeft. fon. Gracchus at firft retired to the temple of Diana, where he was refolved to die by his 
own hand; but was prevented by two of his faithful 
friends and followers, Pomponius and Lucinius, who forced him to feek fafety by flight. From thence he 
made the bell of his way to crofs a bridge that led from 
the city, dill attended by his two generous friends, and 
a Grecian Have, whofe name was Philocrates. But his 
purfuers Hill preffed upon him from behind, and, when edme to the foot of the bridge, he was obliged to turn, and face the enemy. His two friends were foon flain, 
defending himagainll the crowd; and he was forced to 
take refuge with his Have in a grove beyond the Tyber, 

12 5 which 
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which had long been dedicated to the furies. Here,, 
finding himfelf furrounded on every fide, and no way 
left for efcaping, he prevailed upon his flave to kill him, 
who immediately after killed himfelf, and fell down dead 
upon the body of his beloved mafter. The purfuers, foon 
coming up, cut off the head of Gracchus, and placed 
it for a while as a frophy upon a fpear. Soon after, one 
Septimuleius carrying it home, there,firft having fecret- 
Jy taken out the brain, filled it with lead, in order to 
make it weigh heavier, and thus received of the conful feventeen pounds of gold as his recompenfe. 

Thus died Caius Gracchus, about ten years after his brother Tiberius, and fix after he began to be a&ive in 
the commonwealth. He is ufually impeached by hifto- 
rians as guilty of fedition; but from what we fee of his 
chara&er, the difturbance of public tranquillity was 
rather owing to his oppofers than to him; fo that,inftead 
of calling the tumults of that time the fedition of the 
Gracchi, we (hould rather call them the fedition of the fenate againft the Gracchi, fince the efforts of the latter 
were made in vindication of a law to which the fenate 
had afftnted, and as the defigns of the former were fup- ported by an extraneous armed power from the country 
that had never before meddled in the bufinefs of legif- 
lation,andwhofe introduction gave a mod irrecoverable 
blow to the conflitution. Whether the Gracchi were 
actuated by motives of ambition or of patriotifm in the 
promulgation of thefe laws, it is impoflible to determine^ 
but cert tin it is, from what appears, that all juftice was 
on their fide, and all injury on that of the fenate. In 
faCt, this body was now quite changed from that vene- rable afi'embly which we have feen overthrowing Pyr- 
rhus and Hannibal, as much by their virtues, as by their 
arms. They were now only to be diftinguifhed from 
the red of the people by their fuperior luxuries, and ruled the commonwealth by the weight of that autho- 
rity, which is gained from riches and a number of mer- 
cenary dependencies. All the venal and the bafe were 
attached to them from motives of felf-intered; and they who 
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who dill ventured to be independent, were borne down, 
and entirely loft in the infamous majority. In fhort, the 
empire at this period came under the government of 
an hateful ariftocracy; the tribunes, who were formerly 
accounted protedlors of the people, becoming rich them- 
felves, and having no longer oppofite interefts from thofe 
of the fenate, concurred in their oppreflions ; fince, as 
has been faid, it was not now the ftruggle between pa- 
tricians and plebeians, who only nominally differed, bub between the rich and the poor. The lower orders of 
the ftate being by thefe means reduced to a degree of hopelefs fubjecdion, inftead of looking after liberty, only fought for a leader; while the rich, with all the fufpicion 
of tyrants, terrified at the flighteft appearance of oppofi- tion, entrufted men with uncontrolable power, from 
whom they had no ftrength to withdraw it when the 
danger was over. Thus both parts of the ftate concurred 
in giving up their freedom; the fears of the fenate firft 
made the di£f ator, and the hatred of the people kept him in his office. Nothing can be more dreadful to a think- 
ing mind, than the government of Rome from this pe- 
riod, till it found refuge under the prote&ion of Au- 
guftus. 

From the Sedition of Gracchus, to the perpetual Dio 
tatorjhip of Sylla, •which -was the firjl Jiep towards: 
the ruin of the Commonwealth of Rome. 

HILE the Romans were in this ftate of de- plorable corruption at home, they neverthe- 
lefs were very fuccefsful in their tranfa£lions with re- gard to foreign powers. 

Jugurtha was grandfon to the famous Maffiniffa, who’ 
fided with the Romans againft Hannibal. He was edu- 
cated with the two young princes who were left to in- herit the kingdom, and being fuperior in abilities to 
both, and greatly in favour with the people, he mur- 
dered Hiempfal, the eldeft fon, and attempted the fame 

CHAP. XVII!. 
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by Adherbal, the younger, who made his efcape, and 
fled to the Roman people for fuccour. "Whereupon Ju- 
gurtha, being fenfible how much avarice and injuftice 
had crept into the fenate, fent his ambafladors with large 
prefents to Rome, who fo fuccefsfully prevailed, that 
the fenate decreed him half the kingdom, which he had 
thus acquired by murder and ufurpation, and fent ten 
commiflioners to divide it between him and Adherbal. 
The commifiioners, of whom Opimius, the murderer of 
Gracchus, was one, willing to follow the example which 
the fenate had fet them, were alfo bribed to bellow the 
moll rich and populous part of the kingdom upon the 
ufurper, who, for all that, refolved to poflefs himfelf 
of the whole. But willing to give a colour to his am- 
bition, he only made, in the beginning, incurfions upon 
his colleague’s territories, in order to provoke reprifals, which he knew how to convert into feeming aggreffion, 
in cafe it came before the fenate. This failing, he re- folved to throw off the mafk; and befieging Adherbal 
in Cirta, his capital, he at length got him into his power, 
and murdered him. The people of Rome, who had ftill 
fome generofity remaining, unanimoufly complained of 
this treachery, and procured a decree, that Jugurtha fhould be fummoned in perfon before them, to give an 
account of all fuch as had accepted bribes. Jugurrha 
made no gregt difficulty in throwing himfelf upon the 
clemency of Rome ; but giving the people no latisfac- 
tion, he had orders to depart the city; and, in the mean 
time, Albanus, the conful, was fent with an army to 
follow him, who giving up the dire£lion of the army 
to Aulus, his brother, a perfon every way unqualified 
for the command, the Romans were compelled to ha- 
zard a battle upon difadvantageous terms; and the 
whole army, to avoid being cut in pieces, was obliged 
to pafs under the yoke. 

In this condition, Metellus, the fucceeding conful, found affairs upon his arrival in Numidia; officers with- 
out confidence, an army without difeipline, and an ene- 
my ever watchful and intriguing. However, by his great attention 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 109 
attention to bufinefs, and by an integrity that fhuddered 
at corruption, he foon began to retrieve the affairs of 
Rome, and the' credit of the army. In the fpace of two years, Jugurtha was overthrown in feveral battles, forced 
out of his own dominions, and conftrained to beg a 
peace. Thus all things promifed Metellus an eafy and 
certain viftory; but he was fruflrated in his expefta- 
tions by the intrigues of Caius Marius, his lieutenant, 
who came in to reap that harveft of glory which the 
other’s induftry had fown. Caius Marius was born in a 
village near Arpinum, of poor parents, who gained their living by labour. As he had been bred up in a participa- 
tion of their toils, his manners were as rude as his coun- 
tenance was frightful. He was a man of extraordinary 
ftature, incomparable flrength, and undaunted bravery. When Metellus, as had been faid, was obliged to foli- 
cit at Rome for a continuance of his command, Ma- rius, whofe ambition knew no bounds, was refolved to 
obtain it for himfelf, and thus gain all the glory of put- 
ting an end to the war. To that end, he privately in- 
veighed againft Metellus by his emiffaries at Rome ; and, having excited a fpirit of difcontent againft him, 
he had leave granted him to go to Rome to ftand for 
the confulfhip himfelf, which he obtained, contrary to the expe£tation and interefl of the nobles. 

Marius, being thus invefted with the fupreme power 
of managing the war, fhowed himfelf every way fit for 
the commiffion. His vigilance was equal to his valour, 
and he quickly made himfelf mafter of the cities which 
Jugurtha had yet remaining in Numidia. This unfortu- 
nate prince, finding himfelf unable to make oppofition fingly, was obliged to have recourfe for affiftance to Boc- 
chus, king of Mauritania, to whofe daughter he was 
married. A battle foon after enfued, in which the Nu- 
midians furprifed the Roman camp by night, and gained a temporary advantage. However, it was but of fhort 
continuance ; for Marius foon after overcame them in two fignal engagements, in one of which, not lefs than 
ninety thoufand of the African army were flain. Boc- 
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chus, now finding the Romans too powerful to be re- filled, did not think it expedient to hazard his own crown 
to prote£l that of his ally ; he therefore determined to make peace upon whatever conditions he might obtain 
it; and accordingly fent to Rome imploring protection. 
The fenate received their ambafladors with their ufual haughtinefs, and, without complying with their requeft, 
granted the fuppliant, not their friendthip, but their 
pardon. Notwithftanding, after fome time, he was gi- 
ven to underftand, that the delivering up of Jugurtha to 
the Romans would, in fome meafure, conciliate their 
favour, and foften their refentment. At firft the pride 
of Bocchus ftruggled againft fuch a propofal; but a few 
interviews withSylla, who was queftor to Marius, recon- 
ciled him to this treacherous meafure. At length, there- 
fore, Jugurtha was given up.being drawn intoan ambuf- 
cade by the fpecious pretences of his ally, who deluded 
him by defiring a conference ; and, being made a pri- 
foner, he was carried by Marius to Rome, loaded with 
chains, a deplorable inftance of blafted ambition. He did not long furvive his overthrow, being condemned 
by the fenate to be ftarved to death in prifon, a fhort 
time after he had adorned the triumph of the conqueror. Marius, by this and two fucceeding vi&ories over 
the Gauls, having beconte very formidable to diftant 
nations in war, became foon after much more danger- 
ous to his fellow-citizens in peace. 

The flrength which he had given the popular party 
every day grew more confpicuous } and the Italians, 
being fruftrated in their aims of gaining the freedom 
of Rome by the intrigues of the fenate, refolved upon 
obtaining by force what was refufed them as a favour. 
This gave rife to the Social war, in which mod of the 
flates of Italy entered into a confederacy againft Rome, in order to obtain a redrefs of this and all the reft of 
their grievances. 

After a lapfe of two years, this war having conti- 
nued to rage with doubtful fuccefs, the fenate began 
to le-ileft, that whether conquered or conquerors, the power 
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power of the Romans was in danger of being totally 
deftroyed. In order, therefore, to foften their compli- 
ance, by degrees, they began by giving the freedom of 
the city to fuch of the Italian Rates as had not revolted. 
They then offered it to fuch as would fooneft laydown 
their arms. This unexpetted bounty had the defired ef- 
fe£t: the allies, with mutual diftruft, offered each a fe- 
parate treaty : the fenate took them one by one into 
favour, but gave the freedom of the city in fuch a 
manner, that, not being empowered to vote until all 
the other tribes had given their fuffrages, they had very little weight in the conftitution. In this manner they 
were made free, all but the Samnites and Lucanians, 
who feemed excluded from the general compromife, 
as if to leave Sylla, who commanded againft them, the 
glory of putting an end to the war : this he performed 
with great condu£t, ftorming their camps, overthrowing them in feveral battles, and obliging them to fubmit to 
fuch terms as the fenate were pleafed to impofe. 

This deftru&ive war being concluded, which, as Pa* 
terculus fays, confumed above three hundred thoufand 
of the flower of Italy, the fenate now began to think 
of turning their arms againft Mithridates, the mod 
powerful monarch of the Ealt. 

For this expedition Marius had long been preparing: 
but Sylla, who now began to make a figure in the com- 
monwealth, had interelt enough to get Marius fet afide,. 
and himfelf appointed to the expedition. Marius, how- 
ever,tried all his arts with the people to get this appoint- 
ment reverfed, and at length procured a law to be enact- 
ed, that the command of the army appointed to oppofe 
Mithridates was to be transferred from Sylla to Marius. In confequence of this, Marius immediately fent 
down officers from Rome to take the command in his 
name. But inftead of obeying their orders, they fell 
upon and flew the officers, and then entreated Sylla, that he would lead them direflly to take fignal ven- 
geance upon all his enemies at Rome. 

Accordingly his foldiers entered the city fword in 
hand. 
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hand, as a place taken by ftorm. Marius and Sulpi- 
cius, at the head of a tumultuary body of their parti- 
zans, attempted to oppofe their entrance; and the ci- 
tizens themfclves, who feared the fackage of the place, threw down ftones and tiles from the tops of the houfes 
upon the intruders. So unequal a confli£t lafted longer 
than could have been expefted; at length Marius and 
his party were obliged to feek fafetyby flight, after ha- ving vainly offered liberty to all the llaves who would 
affift them in this emergency. 

Sylla, now finding himfelf mafter of the city, began 
by modelling the laws fo as to favour his outrages ; 
while Marius driven out of Rome, and declared a pub- 
lic enemy, at the age of feventy, was obliged to fave 
himfelf, unattended and on foot, from the numerous 
purfuits of thofe who fought his life. After having wan- 
dered for fome time in this deplorable condition, he 
found every day his dangers increafe, and his purfuers 
making nearer advances. In this diftrefs, he was obliged 
to conceal himfelf among the marfhes of Minturnae, 
where he fpent the night up to his chin in a quagmire. At break of day, he left this difmal place, and made 
towards the fea-fide, in hopes of finding a fhip to faci- 
litate his efcape ; but being known and difcovered by 
fome of the inhabitants, he was conduced to a neigh- 
bouring town with a halter round his neck, without 
clothes, and covered over with mud, and was fent to prifon. The governor of the place, willing to conform 
to the orders of the fenate, foon after fent a Cimbrian 
flave to difpatch him : but the barbarian no fooner en- 
tered the dungeon for this purpofe, but he flopped fhorf, 
intimidated by the dreadful vifage and awful voice of 
the fallen general, who fternly demanded if he had the 
prefumption to kill Caius Marius ? The flave, unable 
to reply, threw down his fword, and, rufhing back from 
the prifon, cried out, that he found it impofiible to kill him ! The governor, confidering the fear of the flave 
as an omen in the unhappy exile’s favour, gave him once 
mere his freedom; and, commending him to his for- tune. 
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tune, provided him with a (hip to convey him from Italy. 
He from thence made the belt of his way to the ifland 
of JEnarh, and failing onward, was forced by a tem- 
ped: on the coaft of Sicily. There a Roman queftor, who 
happened to be at the fame place, refolved to feize him, by which he loll fixteen of his crew, who were killed 
in their endeavours to cover his retreat to the Hiip. He 
afterwards landed in Africa, near Carthage, and went in a melancholy manner to place himfelf amongft the 
ruins of that defolated place. He foon, however, had 
orders from the praetor who governed there to retire. 
Marius, who remembered his having once ferved this very man when in neceflity, could not fupprefs his for- row at finding ingratitude in every quarter of the world, 
and, preparing to obey, defired the meflenger to cell 
his mailer that he had feen Marius fitting among the 
ruins of Carthage, intimating the greatnefs of his own 
fall by the defolation that was round him. He then 
embarked once more, and, not knowing where to land without meeting an enemy, fpent the winter at fea, 
expe&ing every hour the return of a meilenger from 
his fon, whom he had fent to folicit protedlion from an 
African prince, whofe name was Mandraftal. After Jong expedition, inftead of the meflenger, his fon him- 
felf arrived, having efcaped from the inhofpitable court 
of that monarch, where he had been kept, not as a 
friend, but a prifoner, and had returned juft time enough to prevent his father from lharing the fame fate. It 
was in this fituation that they were informed, that Cinna, one of their party who had remained at Rome, 
had reftorrd their affairs, and headed a large army of 
the Italian ftates in their caufe. 

Nor was it long before they joined their forces, and 
prefented themfelves at the gates of Rome. Sylla was at that time abfent on his command againll Mithridates, 
while Cinna marched into the city, accompanied by his 
guards : but Marius flopped, and refufed to enter, al- 
}eg'ng> that, having been banifhed by a public decree, it was necefTary to have another to authorife his return. 

It 
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It was thus that he defired to give his meditated cruel- 
ties the appearance of juftice, and, while he was about 
to deftroy thoufands, to pretend an implicit veneration 
for the law. In purfuance of his defire, an afiembly of 
the people being called, they began to reverfe his ba- 
nifliment; but they had fcarce gone through three of the tribes, when, incapable of containing his defire of 
revenge, he entered the city at the head of his guards, 
and mafl'acred all that had ever been obnoxious to him, 
without remorfe or pity. Several who fought to propi- 
tiate the tyrant’s rage were murdered by his command 
in his prefence ; many even of thofe who had never 
offended him were put to death ; and at laft even his 
own officers never approached him but with terror. 
Having in this manner punifhed his enemies, he next 
abrogated all the laws which were made by his rival, and then made himfelf conful with Cinna. Thus gra- 
tified in his two favourite paffions, vengeance and am- 
bition, having once faved his country, and now delu- 
ged it with blood, at laft, as if willing to crown the 
pile of daughter which he had made with his own body, 
he died the month after, aged feventy, not without fuf- 
picion of having haftened his end. 

In the mean time, thefe accounts were brought to 
Sylla, who was fent againft Mithridates, and who was 
performing many fignal fervices againft him : but, con- 
cluding a peace with that monarch, he refolved to re- 
turn home to take revenge of his enemies at Rome. 

In the mean time, nothing could intimidate Cinna 
from making preparations to repel his opponent. Be- 
ing joined by Carbo, who was now elected in the room 
of Valerius, who had been flain, together with young 
Marius, who inherited all the abilities and the ambition 
of his father, he determined to fend over part of the 
forces he had railed into Dalmatia, to oppoCe Sylla be- fore he entered Italy. Some troops were accordingly 
embarked; but thefe being difperfed by a ftorm, the 
reft, that had not yet put to fea, abfolutely refufed to 
go. Upon this, Cinna, quite furious at their difobe- dience* 
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dience, rufhed forward to perfuade them to their duty. 
In the mean time, one of the mod mutinous of the 
foldiers being ftruck by an officer, returned the blow, and was apprehended for his crime. This ill-timed fe- verity produced a tumult and a mutiny through the 
whole army ; and, while Cinna did all that he could to prevent or appeafe it, he was run through the body 
by one of the crowd. 

Scipio, the conful, who commanded againft Sylla, 
was foon after allured by propofals for coming to a treaty : but, a fufpenfion of arms being agreed upon, 
Sylla’s foldiers went into the oppofite camp, difplaying 
thofe riches which they had acquired in their expedi- 
tions, and offering to participate with their fellow citi- 
zens, in cafe they changed their party. Accordingly, the 
whole army declared unanimoufly for Sylla ; and Scipio fcarce knew that he was forfaken and depofed, till he 
was informed of it by a party of the enemy, who, enter- ing his tent, made him and his fon their prifoners. 

In this manner, both fattions, exafperated to the high- 
eft degree, and expefting no mercy on either part, gave 
vent to their fury in feveral engagements. The forces 
on the fide of young Marius, who now fucceeded his father in command, were the moft numerous, but thofe of Sylla better united, and more under f ibordination. 
Carbo, who commanded an army for Marius in the field, 
fent eight legions to Prsenefte to relieve his colleague ■, 
but they were met by Pompey, afterwards furnamed 
the Great, in a defile, who flew many of them, anddif- 
perfed the reft. Carbo, joined by Urbanus, foon after 
engaged Metellus, but was overcome, with the lofs of ten thoufand men flain, and fix thoufand taken prifoners. 
In confequence of this defeat, Urbanus killed himfelf, 
and Carbo fled to Africa, where, after wandering a long 
time, he was at laft: delivered up to Pompey, who, to 
pleafe Sylla, ordered him to be beheaded. Sylla, now become indifputed mafter of his country, entered Rome 
at the head of his army. Happy had he fupported in 

peace 
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peace the glory which he had acquired in war, or had 
he ceafed to live when he ceafed to conquer. 

Eight thoufand men, who had efcaped the general 
carnage, offered themfelves to the conqueror: he order- 
ed them to be put into the Villa Publica, a large houfe 
in the Campus Martius, and at the fame time convo- 
ked the fenate ; there he fpoke with great fluency, and in a manner no way difl unpofed, of his own exploits; 
and in the mean time gave private diredfions, that all 
thofe wretches whom he had confined fhould be flain. 
The fenate, amazed at the horrid outcries of the fuffer- 
ers, at firit thought that the city was given up to plun- 
der : but Sylla, with an unembarraffed air, informed 
them that it wasonly fome criminals who were punifhed by his order, and that they needed not to make them- 
felves uneafy about their fate. The day after he pro- 
fcrihed forty fenators,and fixteen hundred knights; and, 
after an intermiflion of two days, forty fenators mere, 
with an infinite number of the richelt citizens of 
Rome. 

He next refolved to inveft himfelf with the didla- 
torlhip, and that fora perpetuity; and thus uniting 
all civil as w'ell as military power in his own perfon, 
he was confcious he might thence give an air of juftice 
to every oppr«flion. In this manner he continued to govern with capri- 
cious tyranny, none daring to refill his power, until, 
contrary to the expedlations of mankind, he laid down 
his didlatorlhip, having held it not quite three years. After this he retired into the country, in order to 
enjoy the pleafures of tranquillity and focial happinefs. 
But he did not long furvive his abdication : he died 
of that difeafe which is called morbus pedicularis, a 
lothefome and mortifying obje£l, and capable of {bow- 
ing the futility of human ambition. CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

From ibe perpetual Diftatorjhip of Sylla, to the Trium- virate of Cesar, Pompey, and Crassus. 

moft powerful men in the empire, began to excite frelh 
difienfions. Pompey was the moll beloved general, and 
Craffus was the richeft man in Rome. The firft opportunity that was offered of difcovering 
their mutual jealoufy, was upon difbanding their troops 
with which they had conquered. Neither chofe to be- 
gin ; fo that the moll fatal confequences threatened 
from their diflenfion : but at length Craflus, Hilling his 
refentment, laid down his command; and the other 
followed his example immediately after. The next 
trial between them was, who would be foremoll in ob- 
taining the favour of the people. CrafTus entertained 
the populace at a thoufand different tables, dillributing 
corn to the families of the poor, and fed the greatell 
part of the citizens for near three months. Pompey, 
on the other hand, laboured to abrogate the laws made 
againll the people’s authority by Sylla : he rellored the power of judging to the knights, which had been for- 
merly granted them by Gracchus, and gave back to the 
tribunes of the people all their former privileges. It 
was thus that each gave his private aims a public ap- 
pearance; fo that what was in reality ambition in both took with one the name of liberality, with the other 
that of freedom. 

An expedition, in which Pompey cleared the Mediter- 
ranean, which was infelled by pirates, having added great- 
ly to his reputation, the tribunes of the people hoped it 
would be eafier to advance their favourite Hill higher; 
wherefore Manlius, one of the number, preferred a law, that all the armies of the empire, with the government of. 
all Afia, togetherwiththemanagementof the war,which 
was renewed againff Mithridates, fliould be committed to 

TON the death of Sylla, the jealou- 
fies of Pompey and Craffus, the two fies of Pompey and Craffus, ti 

him 
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him alone. The lawpafiedwith little oppofition, and the 
decree was confirmed by all the tribes of the people. 

Being thus appointed to the command of that im- 
portant war, he immediately departed for Alia, having 
made the proper preparations towards forwarding the 
campaign. Mithridates had been obliged by Lucullus 
to take refuge in Lefier Armenia, and thither that ge- neral was preparing to follow him, when his whole ar- 
my abandoned him *, fo that it remained for Pompey 
to terminate the war, which he effe&ed with great eafe and expedition, adding a large extent of dominion to 
the Roman empire, and returning to Rome in triumph 
at the head of his conquering army. But all the vi£lories of Pompey rather ferved to 
heighten the glory than to increafe the power of Rome; 
they only made it a more glaring obje£l: of ambition, 
and expofed its liberties to greater danger. Thofe li- 
berties indeed feemed devoted to ruin on every fide ; 
for even, while he was purfuing his conquefts abroad, 
Rome was at the verge of ruin from a confpiracy at 
home. This confpiracy was projected and carried on 
by Sargius Cataline, a patrician by birth, who refolved 
to build his own power on the downfal of his country. 
He was fingularly formed, both by art and nature, to 
condutt a confpiracy; he was poffefled of courage equal 
to the moll defperate attempts, and eloquence to give a colour to his ambition ; ruined in his fortunes, pro- 
fligate in his manners, and vigilant in purfuing his aims, 
he was infatiable after wealth, only with a view to la- 
vilh it on his guilty pleafures. Cataline, having contra£led many debts by the loofe- 
nefs of fuch an ill-fpent life, was refolved to extricate 
himfelf from them by any means, however unlawful. Accordingly he aflembled about thirty of his debauch- 
ed afibciates, and informed them of his aims, his hopes, and his fettled plan of operations. It was refolved 
fimong them, that a general infurre£lion Ihould be rai- 
led throughout Italy, the different parts of which were 
afligned to the different leaders. Rome was to be fired 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 119 
in feveral places at once, and Cataline, at the head of an army raifed in Etruria, was, in the general confu- 
fion, to poflefs himfelf of the city, and maflacre all the 
fenators. Lentulus, one of his profligate afliftants, who had been praetor, or judge in the city, was to pre- 
fide in their general councils : Cethegus, a man who 
facrificed the pofleflion of great prefent power to the 
hopes of gratifying his revenge againft Cicero, was to 
direft the maflacre through the city; and Caefius was 
to condu£b thofe who fired it. But the vigilance of 
Cicero being a chief obltacle to their defigns, Cataline 
was very defirous to fee him taken oflF before he left 
Rome ; upon which two knights of the company under- 
took to kill him the next morning in his bed, in an early 
vifit on pretence of bufinefs. But the meeting was no 
fooner over, than Cicero had information of all that 
palled in it: for, by the intrigues of a woman, named 
Fulvia, he had gained over Curius, her lover, and one 
of the confpirators, to fend him a punftual account of 
all their deliberations. Having taken proper precautions 
to guard himftlf againft the defigns of his morning vifi- 
tors, who were punftual to the appointment, he next 
took care to provide for the defence of the city; and aflembling the fenate, confulted what was beft to be 
done in this time of danger. The firft ftep taken was 
to offer confid^rable rewards for farther difeoveries, and 
then to prepare for the defence of the ftate. Cataline, to Ihowhow well he could diflembie or juftify any crime, 
went boldy to the fenate, declaring his innocence •, but, 
when confronted by the eloquence of Cicero, he haftily 
withdrew, declaring aloud, that fince he was denied a 
vindication of himfelf, and driven headlong by his ene- mies, he would extinguith the flames that were raifed 
about him in univerfal ruin. Accordingly, after a Ihort 
conference with Lentulus and Cethegus, he left Rome 
by night with a fmall retinue, to make the beft of his way towards Etruria, where Manlius, one of the con- 
fpirators, was raifing an army to fupport him. 

In the mean time, Cicero took proper precautions 
to 



120 THE HISTORY OF THE 
to fecure all thofe of the confpiracy who remained in 
Rome. Lentulus, Cethegus, Caefius, and feveral others, 
were put in confinement; and foon after, by the com- 
mand of the fenate, being delivered over to the execu- 
tioners, were ftrangled in prifon. 

While his afibciates were put to death in the city, 
Cataline had raifed a<u army of twelve thoufand men ; 
of which a fourth part only was completely armed, the 
reft were furnifhed only with what chance afforded, 
darts, lances, and clubs. He refufed at firft to enlift 
flaves, who had flocked to him in great numbers, truft- 
ing to the proper ftrength of the confpiracy ; but, up- 
on the approach of the conful, who was fent againft 
him, and upon the arrival of the news that his confe- 
derates were put to death in Rome, the face of his af- 
fairs was entirely altered. His firft attempt, therefore, 
was by long marches, to make his efcape over the Ap- 
penines into Gaul; but in this his hopes were difap- 
pointed, all thepafles being ftriflly guarded by an army 
under Metellus fuperior to his own. Being thus hem- 
med in on every fide, and feeing all things defperate, 
with nothing left him but either to die or conquer, he 
refolved to make one vigorous effort againft that army 
which purfued him. Antonius, the conful, being him- 
felf fick, the command devolved upon his lieutenant 
Petreius, who, after a fierce and bloody action, in which 
he loft a confiderable part of his beft troops, put Cata- 
line’s forces to the rout, and deftroyed his whole army,* 
which fought defperately to the laft man. 

The extin&ion of this confpiracy feemed only to 
leave an open theatre for the ambition of the great 
men of the ftate to difplay itfelf in. Pompey was now 
returned in triumph from conquering the Eaft, as he 
had before been vidlorious in Europe and Africa. 

Craflus, as we have already obferved, was the richeft 
man in Rome ; and, next to him, pofieffed of the great- 
eft authority : his party in the fenate was even ftronger 
than that of Pompey, his rival, and the envy raifed 
againft him was lefs. He and Pompey had been long difunited 
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difunited by an oppofition ofinterefts and of characters: 
However,it was from a continuance of their mutual jea- 
loufies that the ftate was in fome meafure to expert its 
future fafety. It was in this fituation of things that Juli- 
us Csefar, who had lately gone praetor into Spain, and 
had returned with great riches and glory, refolved to 
convert their mutual jealoufy to his own advantage. This celebrated man was nephew' to Marius, by the 
female line, and defcended from one of the mod illuf- 
trious families in Rome; he had already mounted by the regular gradations of office, having been quaeftor, 
aedile, grand pontiff, and praetor in Spain. Being de- 
fcended from popular anceftors, he warmly efpoufed 
the fide of the people ; and fhortly after the death of 
Sylla, procured thofe whom he had banifhed to be re- 
called. He had all along declared for the populace 
againft the fenate, and by this became their moll fa- 
vourite magiftrate. This confummate ftatefman be- 
gan firft by offering his fervices to Pompey, promifing 
him his aid in having all his afts paffed, notwithftand ■ 
ing the fenate’s oppofition. Pompey, pleafed at the 
acquifition of a perfon of fo much merit, readily grant- ed him his confidence and proteftion. He next ap- 
plied to Craffus, who, from former connexions, was 
difpofed to become Hill more nearly his friend : at 
length, finding neither adverfe to an union of intereft, 
he took an opportunity of bringing them together, and 
remonftrating to them upon the advantage, as well as the neceffity of reconciliation, he had art enough to 
perfuade them to forget former animofities. A com- 
bination was thus formed, by which thefe three agreed, 
that nothing fhould be done in the commonwealth, but what received their mutual concurrence and ap- 
probation. This was called the firft triumvirate, by 
which we find the conftitution weakened by a new in- tereft, that had not hitherto taken place in the govern- 
ment, very different from that of either-the fenate or 
the people, and yet dependent on both. 

F CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

From the Beginning of the Firjl Triumvirate, to the 
Death of Pompey. 

to avail himfelf of the intereft of his confederates to 
obtain the confulfliip. The fenate had {till fome fmall 
influence left: and, though they were obliged to con- 
cur in choofing him, yet they gave him for a colleague 
one Bibulus, who, they fuppofed, would be a check 
upon his power; but the oppofition was too ftrong for 
even fuperior abilities to refill it; fo that Bibulus, af- 
ter a flight attempt in favour of the fenate, remained 
ina6tive. Caefar began his fchemes for empire, by ingratiating himfelf with the people; he procured a law 
for dividing certain lands in Campania among fuch of 
the poor citizens as had at leaft three children. The 
propofal was juft enough in itfelf, and only criminal 
from the views of the propofer. 

Having thus ftrengthened himfelf at home, he next 
deliberated with his confederates about {haring the 
foreign provinces of the empire between them. The 
partition was foon made : Pompey chofe Spain for his 
own part; for, being fatigued with conqueft, and fa- 
tiated with military fame, he was willing to take his 
pleafures at Rome. Craflus chofe Syria for his part of 
the empire; which province, as it had hitherto enriched 
the generals who had fubdued it, would, he hoped, gra- tify him in his moft favourite purfuit. To Caefar was 
left the province of Gaul, compofed of many fierce and powerful nations, moft of them unfubdued, and the reft 
only profefling a nominal fubje&ion. Wherefore, as it 
was rather appointing him to conquer than command, this government was granted him for five years, as if, by 
its continuance, to compenfate for its danger. 

It would be impoflible, in this narrow compafs, to 
enumerate all the battles Caefar fought, and the ftates 
he fubdued, in his expeditions in Gaul and Britain, 

HE firft thing Caefar did, upon be- 
ing taken into the triumvirate, was 

which 
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which continued eight years. The Helvetians were the firft that were brought into fubje£lion, with the lofs of 
near two hundred thoufand men ; thofe who remained 
after the carnage, were fent by Csefar in fafety to the 
foreftsfrom whence they had iflued. The Germans, with 
Arioviftus at their head, were next cut off, to the num- 
ber of eighty thoufand ; their monarch himfelf narrow- 
ly efcaping in a little boat acrofs the Rhine. The Belgi 
were cut off with fo great daughter, that marfhes and 
deep rivers were rendered paflable from the heaps of 
flain. TheNervians, who were the mod warlike of thofe 
barbarous nations, made head a ftiort time, and fell up- on the Romans with fuch fury, that their army was in 
danger of being utterly routed ; but Csefar himfelf hafti- 
ly catching up a buckler, rufhed through his army into 
the mid ft of the enemy, by which means he fo turned the 
fate of the day, that the barbarians were all cut off to a 
man. The Celtic Gauls, who were powerful by fea, were 
next brought under fubje£tion. After them the Sucvi, 
theMenapii, and all the nations from'the Mediterranean 
to the Britilh fea. From thence, ftimulated by the defire 
of conqueft, he croffed over into Britain, upon pretence 
that the natives had furnifhed his enemies with continual 
fupplies. Upon approaching the ftiores, he found them covered with men to oppofe his landing, and his forces 
were in danger of being driven back, till the ftandard- bearerof the tenthlegion boldly leaped afliore, and, being 
well affifted by C*far, the natives were put to flight. The Britons, being terrified at Caefar’s power, fent to 
defire a peace, which was granted them, and fome hof- 
tages delivered. A ftorm, however, foon after deftroying 
great part of his fleet, they refolved to take advantage 
of the difafter, and marched againft him with a powerful 
army. But what could a naked undifciplined army do 
againft forces that had been exercifed under the greateft: 
generals, and hardened by the conquefts of the greateft part of the world ? Being overthrown, they were obliged 
once more to fue for peace; which Caefar granted them, 
and then returned to the continent. Thus, in lefs than 
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nine years, he conquered, together with Britain, all 
that country which extends from the Mediterranean to 
the German ocean. 

While Caefar was thus increafing his reputation and 
riches abroad, Pompey, who remained all the time in 
Rome, Readily co-operated with his ambition, and ad- 
vanced his interefts, while he vainly fuppofed he was 
advancing his own. By his means Ctefar was conti- 
nued five years longer in Gaul; nor was he roufed 
from his lethargy, till the fame of that great com- 
mander’s valour, riches, and humanity, began fecretly 
to give him pain, and to make him fuppofe they began 
to eclipfe his own ; for, as being more recent, they 
were more talked of. He now, therefore, began to do 
all in his power to diminifh Caefar’s reputation, obli- 
ging the magiftrates not to publifh any letters they re- 
ceived from him till he had diminifhed the credit of 
them,by fpreading difadvantageous reports: One or two 
accidents alfo helped to widen the feparation; namely, 
the death of Julia, Pompey’s wife, who had not a little 
contributed to improve the harmony that fubfifted be- 
tween them ; and the deftru&ion of Craffus, who had 
conduced the war again!! the Parthians with fo little 
prudence, that he fuffered the enemy to get the advan- 
tage of him in almoft every (kirmifh ; and, incapable of extricating himfelf from the difficulties in which he was 
involved, he fell a facrifice to his own raffinefs, being killed, bravely defending himfelf to the laft. 

Csefar, who now began to be fenfible of the jealoufies 
of Pompey, took occafion to folicit for the confulffiip, 
together with a prolongation of his government in Gaul, 
defirous of trying whether Pompey would thwart or 
promote his pretenfions. In this Pompey feemed to be 
quite inaftive ; but at the fame time privately employed 
two of his creatures, who alleged in the fenate, that the 
laws did not permit a perfon that was abfent to offer 
himfelf as a candidate for that high office. Pompey’s 
view in this was to allure Caefar from this government, 
in order to ftand for the confulfhip in perfon. Caefar, however, 
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however, perceiving his artifice, chofe to remain in his 
province, convinced, that, while he headed fuch an ar- my as was now devoted to his intereft, he could at any 
time give laws as well as magiftrates to the Rate. 

The fenate, which was now devoted to Pompey, be- 
caufe he had for fame time attempted to defend them 

| from the encroachments of the people, ordered the two 
legions which were in Csefar’s army, belonging to Pom- pey, home, as it was pretended, to oppofe the Parthians, 

| but, in reality, to diminifh Ctefar’s power- Caefareafily 
faw their motive; but, as his plans were not ready for 

[ execution, he fent them home, in purfuance of the or- 
ders of the fenate, having previoufly attached the officers 

j to him with benefits, and the foldiers with a bounty. 
[ The next ftep the fenate took was to recal Caefar from 

his government, as his time was now very near expiring. But Curio, his friend in the fenate, propofed that Cjefar 
fhould not leave his army, till Pompey had fit him the 
example. This forawhile perplexed Pompey, however, 
during the debate, one of the fenate declaring thatCaefar 
was pafi: the Alps, and marching with his whole army 
diredfly towards Rome, the confu!, immediately quitting the fenate, went with his colleague forth from the city to an houfe where Pompey at that time refided. He there 
prefented him with a fword, commanding him to march 
againfl Caefar, and fight in the defence of the common- 
wealth. Pompeydeclaredhewasreadytopbey; but,with an air of pretended m deration, added, that it was only in cafe more gentle expedients could not be e/nployed. 

Caefar, who was inttru&ed in all that palPed by his 
partizans at Rome, though he was ftiil in Gaul, was willing to give his aims ail the appearance of jullice. He agreed to lay down his employment when Pompey 
fhould do the fame. But the fenate rejected all his pre- 
pofitions, blindly confident of their own power, and re- lying on the afiurancesof Pompey. Caefar,Rill unwilling 
to come to an open rupture with the Rate, at laR was 
content to aflc the government of Illyria, with two le- 
gions, but this alfo was refufed him. Now, therefore, 

f 3 finding 
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finding a!! hopes of an accommodation fruitlefs,and con- * 
fcious, if not of the goodnefs of his caufe, at leaf! of the j 
goodnefs of his troops, he began to draw them down to- 
wards the confines of Italy, and palling the Alps with • 
his third legion, flopped at Ravenna, a city of Cifalpine 
Gaul, from whence he once more wrote a letter.to the.; 
confuls, declaring, that he was ready to refign all com-^ mand, in cafe Fompey did fo too. On the other hand, 
the fenate decreed, that Ctefar fliould lay down his go- 
vernment, and difband his forces within a limited time; 
and, if he refufed obedience, that he fhould be declared 
an enemy to the commonwealth. 

Csefar, however, feemed no way diflurbed at thefe 
violent proceedings : the night before his intended ex- ■ 
pedition into Italy, he fat down to table, cheerfully con- 1 

verfing with his friends on fubjedls of literature and - 
philofophy, and apparently difengaged from every am- 
bitious concern. After fome time, rifmg up, he defired 
the company to make themfelves cheerful in his ab- , fence, and that he would be with them in a moment: 
In the mean time, having ordered his chariot to be prepared, he immediately fet out, attended by a few 
friends, for Arminium, a city upon the confines of 
Italy, whither he had difpatched a part of his army the morning before. This journey by night, which was 
very fatiguing,he performed with great diligence, fome- times walking, and fometimes on horfeback, till, at the 
break of day, he came up with his army, which confifted 
of about five thoufand men, near the Rubicon, a little river which feparates Italy from Gaul, and which ter- , minated the limits of his command. The Romans had 
ever been taught to confider this river as the facred boundary of their domeltic empire : Ctefar, therefore, 
•when he advanced at the head of his army to the fide of 
the river, Hopped Ihort upon the bank, as if impreffed 
with terror at the greatnefs of his enterprife: He pon- 
dered for fome time in fixed melancholy, looking upon 
the river, and debating with himfeif whether he fliould 
venture in ; “If 1 pafs this river, (fays he to one of his generals 
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generals who Rood by him), what miferies do I bring upon mycountry! and, if now I ftop Ihort,lam undone.” 
Thus faying, and refuming all his former alacrity, he 
plunged in, crying out, that the die was caft, and all 
was now over. His foldiers followed him with equal 
promptitude, and, quickly arriving at Arminium, made 
themfelves mafters of the place without refiftance. 

This unexpedled enterprife excited the utmoft terror 
in Rome, every one imagining that Caefar was leading 
his army to lay the city in ruins. At one time were to be feen the citizens flying into the country for fafety, 
and the inhabitants of the country coming up to feek 
fhelter in Rome. In this univerfal confufion Pompey 
felt all that repentance and felf-condemnation which 
muft neceflarily arife from the remembrance of having 
advanced his rival to his prefent pitch of power. Where- 
ever he appeared, many of his former friends were ready 
to tax him with his fupinenefs, and farcaftically to re- 
proach his ill-grounded prefumption. “Where is now 
(cried Favonius, a ridiculous fenator of his party) the 
army that is to rife at your command! Let us fee if it 
will appear by Ramping.” Cato reminded him of the many warnings he had given him, which, however, as 
he was continually boding nothing but calamities, Pom- 
pey might very juRly be excufed from attending to. 
But, being at length wearied with thefe reproaches, 
which were offered under colour of advice, he did all 
that lay in his power to encourage and confirm his fol- 
lowers. He told them, that they ihould not want an army, for that he would be their leader: he confeffed, 
indeed, that he had all along miRaken Csefar’s aims, 
judging of them only from what they ought to be; how- ever, if his friends were Rill infpired with the love of 
freedom, they might yet enjoy it in whatever place their 
neceflities (hould happen to condudl them. He let them know, that their affairs were in a very promifing fitua- 
tion ; that his two lieutenants were at the head of a 
very confiderable army in Spain, compofed of veteran 
troops that had made the conqueR of the EaR; befides 

f 4 thefe. 
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thefc, there were infinite refources both in Afia and • 
Africa, together with the fuccours they were to expe£t ; 
from al! the kingdoms that were in alliance with Rome, j 
This fpeech ferved in fome meafure to revive the hopes of the confederacy. The greateft part of the fenate, ; 
his own private friends and dependents, together with {i 
all thofe who expe£ted to make their fortunes in his ^ 
caufe, agreed to follow him. Being in no capacity to 
refift Ctefar at Rome, he refolved to lead his forces to i 
Capua, where he commanded the two legions that ; 
ferved under Caefar in Gaul. 

Caifar, in the mean time, after having vainly attempted i 
to bring Pompey to an accommodation, refolved to pur- 
fue him into Capua, before he could collet his forces. 
Accordingly, he marched on to take pofifeflion of the 
cities that lay between him and his rival, not regarding ; 
Rome, which he knew would fall of courfe to the con- i 
queror. 

Corfinium was the firfi: city that attempted to flop 1 

the rapidity of his march. It was defended by Domi- 
tius, who had been appointed by the fenate to fucceed 
him in Gaul, and was garrifoned by twenty cohorts, 
which were levied in the countries adjacent. CaTar, 
however, quickly invefted it; and, though Domitius , fent frequently to Pompey, exhorting him to come and 
raife the fiege, he was at laft obliged to endeavour to 
efcape privately. His intentions happening to be divul- 
ged, the garrifon were refolved to confult their own 
iafety, by delivering him up to the befiegers. Caefar 
readily accepted their offers, but kept his men from im- 
mediately entering the town. After fome time,Lentulus 
the conful, whoTvas one of the befieged, came out to 
implore forgivenefs for himfelf, and the reft of his con- 
lederates, putting Csefar in mind of their ancient friend- 
Ihip, and acknowledging the many favours he had recei- 
ved at his hands. To this Caefar, who would not wait 
the conclufion of his fpeech, generoufly replied, that he 
came into Italy, not to injure the liberties of Rome and 
its citizens, but to reftore them. This humane reply be- ing 
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ing quickly carried into the city, the fenators anti the 
knights, with their children, and fome officers of the 
garrifon, came out to claim the conqueror’s protediion; 
who, juft glancing at their ingratitude, gave them their 
liberty, with permiffion to go wherefoever they ffiould 
think proper. But, while he difmifled the leaders, he, 
upon this, as upon all other occafions, took care to attach 
the common foldiers to his own intereft, fenfible that he 
might ftand in need of an army, but that, while he lived, 
his army could never ftand in need of a commander. 

Pompey, who was unable to continue in Rome, ha- 
ving intelligence of what paffid upon this occafion, im- 
mediately retreated to Brundufmm, where he refolved 
to ftand a fiege, to retard the enemy until the forces of 
the empire ffiould be united to oppofe him. His aim in 
this fucceeded to his wilh ; and after haying employed Ctefar fome time in a fruitlefs fiege, he privately paffed 
his forces over to Dyraechium, where the confui had 
levied a body of forces for his affiftance. HoweVer, 
though he made good his efeape, he was compelled'to 
leave the whole kingdom of Italy at the mercy of his 
rival, without either a town or an army that had 
ftrength to oppofe his progrefs. 

Caefar, finding he could not follow Pompey for want 
of ffiipping, went back to Rome to take polieffion of the 
public treafures, which his opponent, by a moft unac- 
countable overfight, had negleded taking with him. 
However, upon his coming up to the door of the trca- 
fury, Metellus, the tribune who guarded it, refufed to 
let him pafs : but Cxfar, with more than ufual emotion, 
laying his hand upon his fword, threatened to (trike, 
him dead : “ And know, young man (cried he), that it 
is eafier to do this than to fay it.” This menace had its effed ; Metellus retired, and Caefar took out of the trea- 
fury to the amount of three thoufand pound weight of gold, befides an imqjenfe quantity of fiiver. Having thus provided for continuing the war, he de- 
parted from Rome, refolving to fubdue Pompey’s lieu- 
tenants, Afranius and Petreius, who had been long in 
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Spain at the head of a veteran army, compofed of the 
choiceft legions of the empire, which had been ever vic- 
torious under all its commanders. Csefar, however, who 
knew the ability of its two prefent generals, jocofely 
faid, as he was preparing to go thither, that he went to 
fight an army without a general, and, upon conquering 
it, would return to fight a general without an army. 

The firft conflidt which he had with Afranius and 
Petreius was rather unfavourable. It was fought near 
the city of Herda, and both fides claimed the honour of 
the vidfory. Put, by various ftratagems, he reduced 
them at lad to fuch extremity of hunger and drought, 
that they were obliged to yield at diferetion. Clemency 
was his favourite virtue ; he difmiffed them all with the kindeft profeffions, and fent them home to Rome laden 
•with lhame and obligations, to publifh his virtues, and 
confirm the afFe£lions of his adherents. Thus, in the 
fpace of about forty days, he became matter of all Spain, 
and returned again victorious to Rome. The citizens 
upon this occafion received him with frefh demonftra- 
tions of joy, and created him dictator and conful; but 
the fitft of thefe offices he laid down, after he had held 
it eleven days. 

While Caefar was thus employed, Pompey was 
equally aCtive in making preparations in Epirus and 
Greece to oppofe him. All the monarchs of the Eaft 
had declared in his favour, and fent very large fupplies. 
He was mailer of nine effective Italian legions, and 
had a fleet of five hundred large fhips, under the con- 
duct of Bibulus, an aCtive and experienced commander. Added to thefe, he was fupplied with large fums of 
money, and all the neceffaries for an army, from the 
tributary provinces round him. He had attacked An- 
tony and Dolabella, who commanded for Csefar in that 
part of the empire, with fuch fuccefs, that the former 
was obliged to fly, and the latter was taken prifoner. 
Crowds of the dittinguilhed citizens and nobles from Rome came every day to join him. He had at one 
time above two hundred fenators in his camp, among whom 
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whom were Cicero and Cato, whofe approbation of his 
caufe was equivalent to an army. Notwithftanding thefe preparations, Caefar ihipped 
off five of his twelve legions at Brundufium, and, weigh- 
ing anchor, fortunately fleered through the midfl of his 
enemies, timing it fo well, that he made his paflage in one 
day. Still, however, convinced, that the proper time of 
making propofals for a peace was after gaining an ad- 
vantage, he lent one Rufus, whom he had taken prifoner, 
to effeft an accommodation with Pompey, offering to 
refer all to the fenate and people of Rome •, but Pompey 
once more rejedled the overture, holding the people of 
Rome too much in Caefar’s intereft to be relied on. 

Pompey had been raiGng fupplies in Macedonia when 
firfl informed of Caefar’s landing on the coaflof Epirus : 
he now therefore refolved immediately to march to Dy- 
racchium, in order to cover that place from Caefar’s at- 
tempts, as all his ammunition and proviGons were de- 
poGted there. The Grft place, where both armies came 
in fight of each other, was on the oppoGte banks of the 
river Apfus; and, as both were commanded by the two 
greateft generals then in the world, the one renowned 
for his conqueft of the Eaft, the other celebrated for 
his victories over the weftern parts of the empire, a 
battle was eagerly deGred by the foldiers on either Gde r 
But neither general was willing to hazard it upon this 
occaGon ; Pompey could not rely upon his new levies* 
and Csefar would not venture an engagement till be 
was joined by the reft of his forces. 

Caefar had now waited fome time with extreme im- 
patience for the coming up of the remainder of his army* 
and even ventured out alone in an open Gfhing boat to 
haften its arrival; but he was driven back by a ftorm. 
However, his difappointment was foon relieved by an 
information of the landing of the troops he had long ex- 
pelled at Apollonia, from whence they were approach- 
ing, under the condu£l of Antony and Calenus, to join him: he therefore decamped, in order to meet them, and 
prevent Pompey, with his army, from engaging them 

v 6 on 
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on their march, as he lay on that fide of the river where : 
the fuccours had been obliged to come on (here. 

Pompey, being compelled to retreat, led his forces ; 
to Afparagus, near Dyracchium, where he was fure of • 
being fupplied with everything neceflary for his ar- 
my, by the numerous fleets which he employed along f' 
the coalts of Epirus: there he pitched his camp upon « 
a tongue of land (as the mariners exprefs it), that jut- I 
ted into the fea, where alfo was a fmall fhelter for 
ihips, where few winds could annoy them. In this 
place, being molt advantageoufly fituated, he imme- 
xiiately began to entrench his camp : which Caefar ' 
perceiving, and finding that he was not likely foon to 
quit fo advantageous a poft, began to entrench alfo s 

behind him. And as all beyond Pompey’s camp, to- 
ward the land fide, was hilly and fteep, he built re- 
doubts upon the hills, ftretching round from fliore to 
Ihore, and then caufed lines of communication to be 
drawn from hill to hill, by which he blocked up the 
camp of the enemy. He hoped, by this blockade, to 
force his opponent to a battle, which he ardently de- 
lired, and which the other, with equal induftry, de- 
clined. Thus both fides continued for fome time em- 
ployed in defigns and ftratagems, the one to annoy, the other to defend. Caefar’s men daily carried on their 
works to ftratten the enemy ; thofe of Pompey did 
the fame to enlarge themfelves, having the advantage 
of numbers, and feverely galled the enemy by their 
flingers and archers. Cseiar, however, was indefati- 
gable : he caufed blinds or mantles to be made of 
ikins of beafb, to cover his men while at work ; he 
cut off all the water that fupplied the enemy’s camp, 
and forage from the horfes, fo that there remained 
no more fubfiftence for them. But Pompey at lait re- 
folved to break through his lines, and gain fome other 
part of the country more convenient for encampment. Accordingly, having informed himfelf of the condition 
of Ctefar’s fortifications from fome deferters who came 
ever to him, he ordered his light infantry and archers 
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on board his fliips, with dire£lions to attack Caefar’s entrenchments by fea, where they were leaft defend- 
ed. This was done with fuch effeft, that, though Cae- 
far and his officers ufed their utmoft endeavours to 
hinder Pompey’s defigns, yet, by means of reiterated 
attempts, he at laft effected his purpofe of extricating 
his army from his former camp, and of encamping 
in another place by the fea, where he had the convc- 
niency of forage and (hipping alfo. Caefar, being thus fruftrated in his views of blocking up the enemy, and 
perceiving the lofs he had fuftained, refolved at laft to 
force Pompey to a battle, though upon difadvanta- 
geous terms. The engagement began by attempting 
to cut off a legion which was polled in a wood, and 
this brought on a general battle. The conflitft was for 
fome time carried on with great ardour, and with equal 
fortune ; but Caefar’s army, being entangled in the en- 
trenchments of the old camps lately abandoned* began to fall into diforder ; upon which Pompey preffing his 
advantage, they at laft fled with great precipitation. 
Great numbers perilhed in the trenches, and on the 
banks of the river, or were preffed to death by their fellows. Pompey purfucd his fucceffes to the very 
camp of Ctefar ; but, either furprifed by the fud- 
dennefs of his vi£lory, or fearful of an ambufcade, he 
withdrew his troops into his own camp, and thus lolt 
an opportunity of fecuring his vi£lory. 

After this defeat, which was by no means decifive, 
Caefar marched, with all his forces united into one 
body, directly to Gomphi, a town in the province of 
Theffaly. But the news of his defeat at Dyracchium 
had reached this place before him; the inhabitants, 
therefore, who had before promifed him obedience, now changed their minds, and, with a degree of bafe- 
nefs equal to their imprudence, (hut their gates againft him. Ctefar was not to be injured with impunity ; 
wherefore, having reprefented to his foldiers the great 
advantage of forcing a place fo very rich, he ordered 
the machines for fcaling to be got ready ; and, caufing 

an 
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an affault to be made, proceeded with fuch vigour, 
that, notwithftanding the great height of the walls, 
the town was taken in a few hours. Casfar left it to 
be plundered, and, without delaying his march, went 
forward to Metropolis, another town of the fame pro- 
vince, which yielded at his approach. By this means 
he foon became polTefled of all f heffaly, except Larifla, 
which was garrifoned by Scipio with his legion, who 
commanded for Pompey. During this interval, Pom- 
pey’s officers continually foliciting their commander to 
come to a battle, and inceflantly teazing him with im- 
portunities to engage, he at length refolved to renounce 
his own judgement in compliance with thofe about him, 
and to give up all fchemes of prudence for thofe dic- 
tated by avarice and paffion : wherefore, advancing into 
Thefialy, within a few days after the taking of Gomphi, 
he drew down upon the plains of Pharfalia, where he 
was joined by Scipio, his lieutenant, with the troops under his command. There he waited the coming up 
of Caefar, refolved upon engaging, and upon deciding 
the fate of the kingdoms at a Angle battle. 

Csefar had employed all his art for fome time in 
founding the inclinations of his men ; and, finding his 
army once more refolute and vigorous, he caufed them 
to advance towards the plains of Pharfalia, where Pom- 
pey was now encamped, and prepared to oppofe him. 

The approach of thefe two great armies, compofed 
of the beft and braved troops in the world, together 
with the greatnefs of the prize for which they con- 
tended, filled all minds with anxiety, though with dif- 
ferent expeditions. Pompey’s army, being mod nu- 
merous, turned all their thoughts to the enjoyment of 
the vidtory ; Caefar’s, with better aims, confidered only 
the means of obtaining it: Pompey’s army depend- 
ed upon their numbers and their many generals ; Cae- 
far’s, upon their own difeipline, and the condudt of 
their Angle commander: Pompey’s partizans hoped 
much from the judice of their caufe ; Caefar’s al- 
leging the frequent propofals which they had made 
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for peace without effett. Thus the views, hopes, and 
motives of both feemed different, but their hatred and 
ambition were the fame. Caefar, who was ever fore- 
moft in offering battle, led out his army in array to 
meet the enemy; but Pompey, either fufpe£ling his 
troops, or dreading the event, kept his advantageous 
fituation for fome time: he drew indeed fometimes 
out of his camp, but always kept himfelf under his 
trenches, at the foot of the hill near which he was. ported. Caefar, being unwilling to attack him at dis- 
advantage, refolved to decamp the next day, hoping to 
harafs out his antagonift, who was not a match for 
him in fuftaining the fatigues of duty. Accordingly, 
the order for marching was given, and the tents ftruck, 
when word was brought him, that Poinpey’s army had 
quitted their entrenchments, and had advanced farther into the plain than ufual, fo that he might engage them 
at lefs difadvantage: whereupon he caufed his troops 
that were upon their march to halt, and, with a coun- 
tenance of joy, informed them, that the happy time 
was at laft come, which they had fo long wilhed for, and which was to crown their glory, and terminate 
their fatigues. Upon this he drew up his troops in 
order, and advanced towards the place of battle. His 
forces did not amount to above half thofe of Pompey, 
the army of the one amounting to above forty five thou- 
fand foot, and feven thoufand horfe, that of the other 
not exceeding twenty-two thoufand foot, and about a 
thoufand horfe. This difproportion, particularly in the 
cavalry, had filled Cxfar with apprehenfions: wherefore 
he had fome days before picked out the ftrongeft and 
nimblert of his foot foldiers, and accuftomed them to fight between the ranks of his cavalry. By their aflift- 
ance his thoufand horfe was a match for Pompey’s feven 
thoufand, and had actually got the better in a fkirmilh 
that happened between them fome days before. 

Pompey, on the other hand, had ftrong expe£h- 
tions of fuccefs ; he boafted that he could put Ctefar’s 
legions to flight without ftnkiog a Angle blow, pre- 

fuming. 
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fuming, that as foon as the armies formed, his cavalry, ; on which he placed his greateft expectations, would 
outflank and furround the enemy : Labienus commend- ! 
ed this fchemeof Pompey's, alleging alfo, that the pre- i 
fent troops, of which Caefar’s army was compofed, were 
hut the (hadow of thofe old legions that had fought in ; 
Britain and Gaul: that all the veterans were worn out, , 
and had been replaced by new levies made in a hurry i 
in Cifalpine Gaul. To increafe the confidence of the j 
army (till more, he took an oath, which the reft follow- ' 
ed him in, never to return to the camp but with victory. ' 
In this difpofition, and under thefe advantageous cir- ■ 
cumftances, Pompey led his troops to battle. 

Pompey’s order of battle was good and well judged. - In the centre, and on the two flanks, he placed all hii 
veterans, and diftributed his new railed troops between 
the wings and the main body. The Syrian legions 
were placed in the centre, under the command of Sci- 
pio : the Spaniards, on whom he greatly relied, were 
put on the right, under Domitius Hlnobarbus ; and 
on the left were ftationed the two legions which C<e- 
farhad reftored in the beginning of the war, led on by 
Pomp_-y himfelf, becaufe from thence he intended to 
make the attack which was to gain the day ; and for 
the fame reafon, he had there afll-mbled all his horfe, 
(lingers and archers, of which his right wing had no 
need, being covered by the river Enipeus. Crefar like- 
wife divided his army into three bodies, under three 
commanders, Domitius Calvinus being placed on the centre, and Mark Antony on the left, while he him- 
felf led on the right wing, which was to oppofe the 
left, commanded by Pompey. It is remarkable 
enough, that Pompey chofe to put hrmfelf at the head 
of thofe troops which were disciplined and intruded 
by Caefar, an inconteftable proof how much he valued 
them above any of the reft of his army. Ccefar, on 
the contrary, placed himfelf at the head of his tenth 
legion, that had owed all its merit and fame to his 
own training. As he obfetved the enemy’s numerous cavalry 
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cavalry to be all drawn to one fpot, he guefied at Porrv- 
pey’s intention ; to obviate which, he made a draught 
of fix cohorts from his rear line, and, forming them into 
a feparate body, concealed them behind his right wing, 
with inftruflions not to throw their javelins on the ap- 
proach of Pompey’s horfe, as was cuflomary, but to 
keep them in their hands, and pulh them direflly in 
the faces and eyes of the horfemen, who, being com- 
pofed of the younger part of the Roman nobility, valu- 
ed themfelves much upon their beauty, and dreaded a 
fear in the face more than a wound in the body. He 
lallly placed the little cavalry he had fo as to cover the 
right of the tenth legion, ordering his third line not 
to march till they had received the fignal from him. 

As the armies approached, the two generals went 
from rank to rank, encouraging their men, warming 
their hopes, and lefiening their apprehenfions. Pom- 
pey reprefented to his men, that the glorious occafion, 
which they had long befought him to grant, was now 
before them ; “ And, indeed (cried he), what advan- 
tages could you with over an enemy that you are not now pofleffed of? Your numbers, your vigour, a late 
viftory, all affure a fpeedy and an eafy conqueft of thofe 
harafi’ed and broken troops, compofed of men worn 
out with age, and imprelfed with the terrors of a re- 
cent defeat : but there is Hill a ftronger bulwark for 
our protettion than the fuperiority of our flrength— 
the jultice of our caufe. You are engaged in the de- 
fence of liberty, and of your country ; you are fup- ported by its laws, and followed by its magiftrates ; 
you have the world fpeftators of your conduft, and 
wiihing you fuccefs : on the contrary, he whom you 
oppofe is a robber and oppreflbr of his country, and 
ahnoft already funk with the confeioufnefs of his 
crimes, as well as the bad fuccefs of his arms. Show, then, on this occafion, all that ardour and deteftation 
of tyranny thatlhould animate Romans, and do jultice 
to mankind.” Caefar, on his fide, went among his 
men with that fteady ferenity for which he was fo 

much 
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much admired in the midft of danger. He infilled on ; 
nothing fo ftrongly to his foldiers as his frequent and : 
unfuccefsful endeavours for peace. He talked with 
terror of the blood he was going to Ihed, and plead- j 
ed only the neceffity that urged him to it. He de- | 
plored the many brave men that were to fall on both . 
fides, and the wounds of his country, whoever fhould ij 
be victorious. His foldiers anfwered his fpeech with 
looks of ardour and impatience ; which obferving, he ; 

gave the fignal to begin. The word on Pompey’s fide 
was Hercules the invincible; that on Csefar’s, Venus 
the victorious. There was only fo much fpace be- 
tween both armies as to give room for fighting; 
wherefore Pompey ordered his men to receive the firft 
(hock without moving out of their places, expedting 
the enemy’s ranks to be put into diforder by their motion. Caefar’s foldiers were now rufhing on with 
their ufual impetuofity, when, perceiving the enemy 
motionlefs, they all flopped fhort, as if by general 
confent, and halted in the midft of their career. A 
terrible paufe enfued, in which both armies continued 
to gaze upon each other with mutual terror and dread- ful ferenity. At length, Caefar’s men, having taken 
breath, ran furioufly upon the enemy, firft difcharging 
their javelins, and then drawing their fwords. The 
fame method was obferved by Pompey’s troops, who 
as vigoroufly fuftained the attack. His cavalry alfo 
were ordered to charge at the very onfet, which, with 
the multitude of archers and flingers, foon obliged Cae- 
far’s men to give ground ; whereupon Caefar imme- diately ordered the fix cohorts, that were placed as a 
reinforcement, to advance, with orders to Itrike at the 
enemy’s faces. This had its defired effeCt : the caval- 
ry, that were but juft now fure of victory, received an immediate check •, the unufual method of fighting pur- 
fued by the cohorts, their aiming entirely at the vifages 
of the afiailants, and the horrible disfiguring wounds they made, all contributed to intimidate them fo much, 
that, inftead of defending their perfons, their only en- deavour 
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deavour was to fave their faces. A total rout enfued 
of their whole body, which fled in diforder to the neighbouring mountains, while the archers and {lingers, 
who were thus abandoned, were cut to pieces. Caefar now commanded the cohorts to purfue their fuccefs, 
and, advancing, charged Pompey’s troops upon the 
flank : This charge the enemy withftood for feme time 
with great bravery, till he brought up his third line, 
which had not yet engaged. Pompey’s infantry, being 
thus doubly attacked in front by frdh troops, and in 
rear by the victorious cohorts, could no longer refift, but fled to their camp. The flight began among the 
ftrangers, though Pompey’s right wing {till valiantly 
maintained their ground. Caefar, however, being con- 
vinced that the victory was certain, with his ufual cle- 
mency, cried out, to purfue the ftrangers, but to fpare the Romans ; upon which, they all laid down their 
arms, .and received quarter. The greateft {laughter 
was among the auxiliaries, who fled on all quarters, 
but principally went for fafety to the camp. The 
battle had now lafted from the break of day till noon, 
the weather being extremely hot; neverthelefs the conquerors did not remit their ardour, being encou- raged by the example of their general, who thought 
his victory not complete, till he was mailer of the ene- 
my’s camp. Accordingly, marching on foot at their head, he called upon them to follow, and {hike the 
decifive blow. The cohorts, which w'ere left to defend the camp, for fome time made a formidable refiftance, 
particularly a great number of Thracians and other 
barbarians who were appointed for its defence : but nothing could refift the ardour of Caefar’s victorious army ; they were at laft driven from their trenches, 
and all fled to the mountains not far off. Cafar, feeing 
the field and camp ftrewed with his fallen countrymen, 
was ftrongly affeCled at fo melancholy a profpeCt, and could not help crying out to one that flood near 
him, “ They would have it fo.” Upon entering the 
enemy’s camp, every objeCl prefented freflr inftances 

of 
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of the blind prefumption and madnefs of his adver' 
faries : on all fides were to be feen tents adorned with ivy, and branches of myrtle, couches covered with 
purple, and fide-boards loaded with plate. Every thing 
gave proof of the highefl luxury, and Teemed rather 
the preparative for a banquet, or the rejoicings for a 
vi&ory, than the difpofnions for a battle. A camp fo 
richly furnilhed might have been able to engage the 
attention of any troops but Caefar’s : there was ftill 
fomething to be done, and he would not permit them 
to purfue any other objedb than their enemies, till they 
were entirely fubdued. A confiderable body of thefe 
having retired to the adjacent mountains, he prevailed 
on his folditrs to join him in the purfuit, in order to 
oblige thefe to furrender. He began, by enclofing 
them with a line drawn at the foot of the mountain ; 
but they quickly abandoned a pod which was not te- 
nable for want of water, and endeavoured to reach 
the city of Larifla. Caefar led a party of his army by a fhorter way, and intercepted their retreat, draw- 
ing up in order of battle between them and the city. 
However, thefe unhappy fugitives once more found 
protection from a mountain, at the foot of which a 
rivulet ran, which fupplied them with water. Now, 
night approaching, Caefar’s men were almoft fpent, and 
ready to faint with their inceflant toil fince morning : 
yet ftill he prevailed upon them once more to renew 
their labours, and to cut off the rivulet that fupplied 
the defendants. The fugitives, thus deprived of all 
hopes of fuccour or fubfiftence, fent deputies to the 
conqueror, offering to furrender at difcretion. During 
this interval of negotiation, a few fenators that were among them took the advantage of the night to efcape, 
and the reft next morning gave up their arms, and ex- perienced the conqueror’s clemency. In fad, he ad- 
dreffed them with great gentlenefs, and forbade his 
foldiers to offer them any violence, or to take any 
thing from them. Thus Caefar, by his condud, gain- 
ed the moft complete vidory that had.ever been ob- tained ; 
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tained ; and, by his great cle T.ency after the battle, 
feemed to have deferved it. His lot's amounted to but tVo hundred men, and that of Pompey to fifteen thou- 
fand, as well Romans as auxiliaries: twenty-four thou- 
fand men furrendered themfelves prifoners of war, and 
the greateft part of thefe entered into Caefar’s army, 
and were incorporated with the reft of his forces. As 
to the fenators and Roman knights who fell into his 
hands, he generoufly gave them liberty to retire 
where.ever they thought proper : and as for the letters 
which Pompey had received from feveral perfons who 
wiftied to be thought neutral, he burnt them all with- 
out reading them, as Pompey had done on a former 
occafion. Thus, having performed all the duties of a 
general and a ftatefman, he fent for the legions which 
had pafled the night in the camp, to relieve thofe 
which had accompanied him in the purfuit, and arrived 
the fame day at Larifia. 

As for Pompey, who had formerly (hown fuch inftan- 
ces of courage and cqndudt, when he faw his cavalry 
routed, on which he had placed his foie dependence, 
he abfolntely loft his reafon. Inftead of thinking how 
to remedy this diforder, by rallying fuch troops as 
fled, or by oppofing frefh troops to flop the progrefs of the conquerors, being totally amazed by this firft 
blow, he returned to the camp, and in his tent waited 
the iflue of an event, which it was his duty to diredh, 
not to follow : there he remained for fome moments 
without fpeaking, till being told that the camp was at- tacked, “ What (fays he), are we purfued to our very 
entrenchments ? and immediately quitting his ar- mour for a habit more fuitable to his circumftances, he fled away on horfeback to Larifla ; from whence, 
perceiving he was not purfued, he flackened his pace, giving way to all the agonizing reflexions which his 
deplorable fituation muft naturally fuggeft. In this 
melancholy manner he pafled along the vale of Tempe, and purfuing the courfe of the river Peneus, at laft ar- 
rived at a filherman’s hut, in which he pafled the night. 

From 
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From thence he went on board a’ little bark, and keep- 
ing along the fea fliore, he defcried a (hip of fome bur- 
den, which feemed preparing to fail, in which he em- 
barked, the mafter of the veflel dill paying him the 
honour which was due to his former ftation. From the mouth of the river Peneus, he failed to Amphipolis, 
where, finding his affairs defperate, he (leered to Lef- 
bos to take in his wife Cornelia, whom he had left 
there at a diftance from the dangers and hurry of 
the war. She, who had long flattered herfelf with 
the hopes of vi6tory, felt the reverfe of her fortune in 
an agony of diftrefs : She was defired by the meffenger, 
whofe tears, more than words, proclaimed the greatnefs 
of her misfortunes, to haften if (he expe£led to fee 
Pompey, with but one (hip, and even that not his own. 
Her grief, which before was violent, became then infup- 
portable; (he fainted away, and lay a confiderable time 
without any figns of life. At length, recovering herfelf, 
and reflefting it was now no time for vain lamentations, 
fhe ran quite through the city to the fea fide. Pompey 
embraced her without fpeaking a word, and for fome 
time fupported her in his arms in filent defpair. 

Having taken in Cornelia, he now continued his 
courfe, (leering to the fouth-eaft, and (lopping no long- 
er than was neceffary to take in provifions at the ports 
that occurred in his paffage. He was at lad prevailed 
upon to apply to Ptolemy, king of Egypt, to whofe 
father Pompey had been a confiderable benefaftor. 
Ptolemy, who was vet a minor, had not the govern- 
ment in his own hands, but he and his kingdom were 
under the dire&ion of Photinus, an eunuch, andTheo- 
dotus, a mailer of the art of fpeaking. Thefe advifed 
that Pompey (hould be invited on (hore, and there (lain j 
and accordingly Athil as, the commander of the forces, 
and Septimius, by birth a Roman, and who had for- 
merly been a centurion in Pompey’s army, were ap- 
pointed to carry their opinions into execution. Being 
attended by two or three more, they went into a 
little bark, and rowed off from land towards Pompey’s 
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£hip, that lay about a mile from the fliore. Pompey, 
after having taken leave of Cornelia, who wept at his departure, and having repeated two vejfes of Sopho- 
cles, fignifying, that he who trufts his freedom to a 
tyrant, from that moment becomes a have, gave his 
hand to Achillas, and ftepped into the bark, with only 
two attendants of his own. They had now rowed 
from the Ihip a good way, and, as during that time 
they all kept a profound filence, Pompey, willing to begin the difcourfe, accofted Septimius, whofe face he 
recollefted. “ Methinks, friend (cried he), you and 
I were once fellow-foldiers together.” Septimius gave 
only a nod with his head, without uttering a vvotd, or 
inftancing the lead civility. Pompey, therefore, took 
out a paper, on which he had minuted a fpeech he in- 
tended to make to the king, and began reading it. In 
this manner they approached the (here ; and Cornelia, whofe concern had never fuffered her to lofe fight of 
her hufband, began to conceive hope, when {he per- 
ceived the people on the ftrand crowding down along 
the coafts, as if willing to receive him : but her hopes were foon deftroyed; for that inftant, as Pompey rofe, fupporting himfelf upon his freed-man’s arm, Septi- 
mius dabbed him in the back, and was inflantly fe- conded by Achillas. Pompey, perceiving his death 
inevitable, only difpofed himfelf to meet it with de- 
cency, and, covering his face with his robe, without 

1 fpeaking a word, with a figh refigned himfelf to his fate. At this horrid fight Cornelia (hrieked fo loud as 
to be heard to the ftiore: but the danger {he herfelf was 
in did not allow the mariners time to look on; they 
immediately fet fail, and the wind proving favourable, 
fortunately they efcaped the purfuit of the Egyptian 
galleys. In the mean time Pompey’s murderers, ha- 
ving cut off his head, caufed it to be embalmed, the better to preferve its features, defigning it for a pre- 
fent to Csefar. The body was thrown naked on the 
ftrand, and expofed to the view of all thofe whofe cu- 
riofity led them that way. However, his faithful freed- 

man 
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man Philip, ftill kept near it, and, when the crowd was 
difperfed, he walked it in the Tea, and, looking round 
for materials to burn it, he perceived the wrecks of a 
fifhing boat, of which he compofed a pile. While he 
was thus pioufly employed, he was accofted by an old 
Roman foldier, who had ferved under Pompey in his 
youth : “ Who art thou (faid he), that art making 
thefe humble preparations for Pompey’s funeral ? 
Philip having anfwered that he was one of his freed- 
men, “ Alas (replied the foldier), permit me to 
(hare in this honour alfo : among all the miferies of 
my exile, it will be my laft fad comfort, that I have 
been able to aflift at the funeral of my old command- 
er, and touch the body of the braveft general that 
ever Rome produced.” After this they both joined in giving the cdrpfe the laft rites, and colle£Hng his 
allies, buried them under a little riling earth, fcrapped 
together with their hands, over which was afterwards 
placed the following infcription : He, ivhofe Merits de- 

Jerve a Temple, can new fcarce find a Tomb. ■ 

CHAP. XXI. 
From the DeJlruB'wn of the Commonwealth, to the Efa- 

blfhment of the firf Emperor Augustus. 
U C 6 /^-^SAR has been much celebrated for * ' ’ V_> his fortunes, and yet his abilities feem equal to his higheft fuccefs. He poflefled many 
fhining qualities, without the intermixtures of any de- 
fe£l but that of ambition. His talents were fuch as 
would have rendered him vidlorious at the head of 
any army he commanded, and he would have governed 
in any republic that had given him birth. Having 
now gained a complete vi&ory, his fuccefs only ferved 
to increafe his activity, and infpired him with frelh 
vefolution to face new dangers. He refolved, there- 
fore, to purfue his laft advantage, and to follow Pom- 
pey to whatever country he (hould retire ; convinced, that 
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that, during his life, he might gain new triumphs, but could never enjoy fecurity. 

Accordingly, lofing no time, he fet fail for Egypt, 
and arrived at Alexandria, with about forty thoufand 
men *, a very inconfiderable force to keep fuch a power- fulkingdomunderlubjedtion. Uponhis landing, the firlt 
accounts he received were of Pompey’s miferabie end; 
and foon after one of the murderers came with his 
head and ring, as a mod grateful prefent to the con- 
queror. But Cafar had too much humanity to be 
pieafed with fuch an horrid fpe£tacle: he turned away 
from it with difguft, and, after a fhort paufe, gave 
vent to his pity in a flood of tears. He fhortly after 
ordered a magnificent tomb to be built to his memory, 
on the fpot where he was murdered, and a temple near 
the place to Demefis, who was the goddefs that pu- 
niflied thofe that were cruel to men in adverfity. 

It fhould feem that the Egyptians by this time had 
feme hopes of breaking off all alliance with the Romans, 
which they confidered, as in fatt it was, but a fpecious 
fubjeftion. They firll began to take offence at Caefar’s carrying the enfigns of Roman power before him as he 
entered the city. Photinus, the eunuch, alfo treated 
him with great difrefpeft, and even attempted his life. 
Caefar, however, concealed his refehtment till he had a 
fufficient force to punifh his treachery; and fending 
privately for the legions that had been formerly enroll- ed for Pompey’s fervice, as being the neareft to Egypt, 
he in the mean time pretended to repofe an entire con- 
fidence ir^the king’s minifter, making great entertain- 
ments, and affifting at the conferences of the philofo- 
phers, who were in great numbers at Alexandria. How- ever, he foon changed his manner, when he found him- 
felf in no danger from the minifter’s attempts, and de- clared, that, as being Roman conful, it was his duty 
to fettle the fucceflion of the Egyptian crown. 

There were at that time two pretenders for the crown 
of Egypt: Ptolemy, the acknowledged king, and the 
celebrated Cleopatra, his fifter, to whom, by the cuftom 
of the country, he alfo was married ; and who, by his 

G father’s 
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father’s will, {hared jointly in the fucceffion. Not be* ing contented with a bare participation of power, Cleo- 
patra aimed at governing alone; but being oppofed in 
her views by the Roman fenate, who confirmed her 
brother’s title to the crown, (he was banifhed into Sy- 
ria with Arfinoe, her youngeft fitter. Csefar gave her 
new hopes of afpiring to the kingdom, and fent to both 
her and her brother to plead their caufe before him. 
Photinus, the young king’s guardian, difdained accept- 
ing his propofal, and backed his refulal by fending an 
army of twenty thoufand men to befiege him in Alex- 
andria. Caefar bravely rtpulfed the enemy for fome 
time; but, finding the city of too great extent to be defended by fo fmall an army as he then comm nded, 
he retired to the palace which commanded the harbour, 
where he propofed to make his (land. Achillas, who 
commanded the Egyptians, attacked him there with 
great vigour, and ftill aimed at making himfe f matter 
of the fleet that lay before the palace. Caefar, how- 
ever, too well knew the importance of thofe (hips in 
the hands of an enemy, and tl ere,fore burnt them all, 
in fpite of every effort to prevent him. He next pof- 
feffed himfelf of the ille of Pharos, which was the key 
to the Alexandrian port; by which he was enabled to receive the fupplies fent him from all fides ; and in this 
fnuation he determined to withttand the united force 
of all the Egyptians. 

In the mean time, Cleopatra, having heard of the pre- 
fent turn in her favour, refolved to depend rather on 
Caefar’s favour for gaining the government, than her 
own forces. But no arts, as fhe juftly conceived, were 
fo likely to influence Csefar, as the charms of her per- 
fon, which, though not faultlefs, were yet extremely fe- 
ducing. She was now in the bloom of youth, and 
every feature borrowed grace from the lively turn of 
her temper. To the molt enchanting addrefs fhe join- 
ed the moft harmonious voice. With all thefe accom- plifliments fhe poffeffed a great {hare of the learn- 
ing of the times, and could give audience to the am- baffadors 
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baffadors of feven different nations without an inter- 
preter. The difficulty was, how to get atCaefar, as her 
enemies were in pofleffion of all the avenues that led 
to the palace. For this purpofe {he went on board a 
fmall veffel, and in the evening landed near the palace* 
where, being wrapt up in a coverlet, fhe was carried by 
one Afpolodprus into the very chamber of Cxfar. Her 
addrefs at firft pleafcds.him j her wit and underftaading 
{lill fanned the flame; but her careflhs, which were car- 
ried beyond the bounds of innocence, entirely brought him over to fecond her claims. 

While Cleopatra was thus employed in forwarding 
her own views, her fifter Arfinoe was alfo ftrenuoufly 
engaged in the camp, in purfuing a feparate intereft. 
She had found means, by the affiftance of one Gany- 
mede, her confident, to make a large divifion in the Egyptian army in her favour ; and foon after, by one 
of thofe fudden revolutions which are common in bar- barian camps to this day, {he caufed Achillas to be 
murdered, and Ganymede to take the command in his 
Read, and to carry on the fiege with greater vigour than 
before. Ganymede’s principal effort was by letting in 
the fea upon thofe canals which fupplied the palace with freffi water; but this inconvenience Caefar reme- 
died by digging a great number of wells. His next 
endeavour was to prevent the junction of Caefar’s twen- 
ty-fourth legion, which he twice attempted in vain. He 
foon after made himfelf matter of a bridge which joined 
the ifle of Pharos to the continent, from w hich pofl: Cae- far wasrefolvedtodiflodge him. In the heat of the action, 
fome mariners, partly through curiofity, and partly am- 
bition, came in and joined the combatants: but, being 
feized with a panic, inftantly fled, and fpread a general 
terror through the army. All Caefar’s endeavours to rally 
his forces were in vain, the confufion was pall remedy, 
and numbers were drowned or put to the fwoid in at- 
tempting to efcape. Now, therefore, feeing the irreme- 
diable diforder of his troops, he retired to a (hip in order 
to get to the palace, that was juft oppofite; however, he; 
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was no fooner on board, than great crowds entered at 
the fame time with him ; upon which, apprehenfive of 
the (hip’s finking, he jumped into the fea, and fwam two 
hundred paces to the fleet that lay before the palace, all 
the time holding his own commentaries in his left hand 
above water, and his coat of mail in his teeth. 

The Alexandrians, finding their efforts to take the 
palace inefFeftual, endeavoured at lead to get their king 
out of Caefar’s power, as he had fiized upon his perfon 
in the beginning of their difputes. For this purpofe they 
made ufe of their cuftomary arts of diflimulation, pro- 
fefiing the utmoft defire of peace, and only wanting the 
prefence of their lawful prince to give a fan£lion to the 
treaty. Csefar, who was fenfible of their perfidy, never- 
thelefs concealed his fufpicions, and gave them their king, as he was under no apprehenfions from the abilities 
of a boy. Ptolemy, however, the inftant he was fet at liberty, inftead of promoting the peace, made every ef- 
fort to give vigour to his hoftilities. 

In this manner Caefar was hemmed in for fome time 
by this artful and infidious enemy with all manner of difficulties againff him ; but he was at lad relieved 
from this mortifying fuuation by Mithridates Perga* 
menus, one of his moft faithful partizans, who came 
with an army to his affiftance. This general, collefl- 
ing a numerous army in Syria, marched into Egypt, 
took the city of Pelufium, repulfed the Egyptian army 
with lofs, and at laft joining with Ciefar, attacked their 
camp with a great flaughter of the Egyptians : Ptolemy 
himfelf, attempting to efcape on board a veflel that was 
failing down the river, was drowned by the (hip’s fink- 
ing, and Caefar thus became mafter of all Egypt with- out any farther oppofition. He therefore appointed Cleopatra, with her younger brother, who was then 
but an infant, as joint governors, according to the in- tent of their father’s will, and drove out Arfinoe with Ganymede into baniffiment. 

Having thus given away kingdoms, he now for a 
while feemed to relax ftotn the ufual activity of his con- duit. 
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du£fc, captivated with the charms of Cleopatra- Inftead 
of quitting Egypt to go and quell the remains of Pom- pey’s party, he there abandoned himfelf to his pleafures, 
pafling whole nights in feafting, and all the exceffes of 
high-wrought luxury with the young queen. He even refolved to attend her up the Nile into ^Ethiopia; but 
the brave veterans, who had long followed his fortune, 
boldly reprehended his condu£f, andrefufed to be part- ners in fo infamous an expedition. Thus, at length, 
roufed from his lethargy, he refolved to prefer the call of ambition to that of love, and to leave Cleopatra (by 
whom he had a fon, who was afterwards named Cae- 
fario), in order to oppofe Pharnaces, the king of Bof- 
phorus, who had made fome inroads upon the domi- 
nions of Rome. This prince, who was the fon of the great Mithri- 
dates, being ambitious of recovering his father’s domi- 
nions. feized upon Armenia and Colchis, and overcame 
Domitius, who had been fent againft him. Upon Cae« 
far’s march to oppofe him, Pharnaces, who was as much 
terrified at the name of the general as at the ftrength 
of his army, laboured, by all the arts of negotiation, to 
avert the impending danger. Caefar, exafperated at his 
crimes and ingratitude, at firft diflembled with the am- 
bafladors, and, ufing all expedition, fell upon the enemy 
unexpeftedly, and in a few hours obtained a fpeedy and 
complete victory. Pharnaces, attempting to take refuge in his capital, was flain by one of his own commanders; a jull punifhment for his former parricide. But Cse- 
far conquered him with fo much eafe, that, in writing 
to a friend in Rome, he exprefied the rapidity of his vic- 
tory in three words, “ Veni, vidi, vici.” A man fo ac- 
cuftomed to conqueft, thought a flight battle fcarce worth a longer letter. 

Csefar, having fettled his affairs in that part of the em- pire as well as time w’ould permit, embarked for Italy, 
where he arrived fooner than his enemies could expeft, but not before his affairs there abfolutely required his 
prefence: He had been, during his abfence, created con- 
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Ail for five years, di&ator for one year, and tribune of 
the people for life. But Antony, who in the mean time 
governed in Rome for him, had filled the city with riot and debauchery, and many commotions enfued, which 
nothing but the arrival of Catfar fo opportunely could 
appeal'e. However, by his moderation and humanity, he foon reftored tranquillity to the city, fcarce making any 
diftm£fon between thofe of his own and the oppofite party. Having by gentle means reftored his authority 
at home, he prepared to march into Africa, where Pom- 
pey’s party had found time to rally under Scipio and 
Cato, a (lifted by Juba king of Mauritania ; and, with 
his ufual diligence, landed with a fmall party in Africa, 
while the reft of his army followed him. Scipio, coming 
to a battle foon after, received a complete and final 
overthrow, with little or no lofs on the fide of the vic- tor. Juba, and Petreius his general, killed each other in 
defpair ; Scipio, attempting to efcape by fea into Spain, 
fell in among the enemy, and was flain; fo that, of all the 
generals of that undone party, Cato was now the only one that remained. 

This extraordinary man, whom no profperity could elate, nor misfortune deprefs, having retired into Africa 
after the battle of Pharfalia, had led the wretched remains 
of that defeat through burning deferts,and trails infeft- 
ed with ferpents of various malignity, and was nowin the 
city of Utica, which he had been left to defend. Still, 
however, in love with even the (how of Roman govern- 
ment, he had formed the principal citizens into a fenate, 
and conceived a refolution of holding out the town. But 
the enthufiafm of liberty fubfiding among his followers, 
he wasrefolved no longer to force men to be free, who 
feemed naturally prone to flavery. He now, therefore, 
defired fomc of his friends to fave themfelves by lea, and 
bade others to rely on Caefar’s clemency ; obferving 
that, as to himfelf, he was at ill victorious. After this, 
fupping cheerfully among his friends, he retired to his 
apartment, where he behaved with unufual tendernefs 
to his fon, and to all his friends. When he came into 
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his bed-chamber, he laid himfelf down, and took up 
Plato’s dialogues on the immortality of the foul j and having read for fome time, happening to call his eyes 
to the head of his bed, he was much furprifed not to 
find his fword there, which had been taken away by his 
fon’s order while they were at fupper. Upon this call- ing one of his domeftics to know what was become of his fword, and receiving no anfwer, he refumed his ftudies, 
but fome time after called for his fword again. When 
he had done reading, and perceiving nobbdy obeyed 
him in bringing his fword, he called his domeftics one 
after the other, and with a peremptory, air demanded 
his fword once more. His fon came in foon after, and 
with tears befought him in the moft humble manner to 
change his refolution ; but, receiving a (tern reprimand, 
he defifted from his perfuafions. His fword being at 
length brought him, he feemed fatisfted, and cried out, 
“ Now again I am mafter of myfelf.” He then took up 
the book again, which he read twice over, and fell in- 
to a found fleep. Upon awaking, he called to one of his 
freed-men to know if his friends were embarked, or if 
any thing yet remained that could be done to ferve them. The freed-man affuring him that all was quiet, 
he was then ordered again to leave the room ; and Cato 
was no fooner alone than he (tabbed himfelf with his fword below the eheft, but not with that force he in- tended, for the wound not difpatching him, he fell up- 
on hia bed, and at the fame time overturned a table on 
which he had been drawing fome geometrical figures. 
At the noife he made in his fall, his fervants gave a 
(hriek, and his fon and friends immediately entered the 
room. They found him weltering in his blood, and his 
bowels puftred out through the wound. The phyfician, 
who attended his family, perceiving his inteftines were 
yet untouched, was for replacing them :but when Cato had recovered his fenfes, and undtrftood their intentions 
to preferve his life, he pulhed the phyfician from him, and, with a fierce refolution, tore out his bowels, and 
expired. 

G 4 Upon 



1J2 THE HISTORY OF THE 
Upon the death of Cato, the war in Africa being 

completed, Ctefar returned in triumph to Rome ; and ; as if he had abridged all his former triumphs only to in- ' 
creafe the fplendour of this, the citizens were altonilhed > 
at the magnificence of the proceffion, and the number of the countries he had fubdued. It lafted four days; the ti 
fir ft was for Gaul, the fecond for Egypt, the third for 
his vi£lories in Afia, and the fourth for that over Juba 
in Africa. His veteran foldiers, all fcarred with wounds, 
and now laid up for life, followed their triumphant ge- 
neral crowned with laurels, and condu&ed him to the 
capitol. To every one of thefe he gave a fum equiva- 
lent to about an hudred and fifty pounds of our money, 
double that fum to the centurions, and four times as 
much to the fuperior officers. The citizens alfo ffiared 
his bounty ; to every one of whom he diftributed ten 
buffiels of corn, ten pounds of oil, and a fum of money 
equal to about two pounds fterlingof ours. He after 
this entertained the people at about twenty thoufand 
fables, treated them with the combat of gladiators, and 
filled Rome with a concourfe of fpedlators from every 
part of Italy. 

The people, intoxicated with the allurements of plea- 
fure, thought their freedom too fmall a return for fuch 
benefits: they feemed eager only to find out new modes 
of homage, and unufual epithets of adulation for their 
great enflaser. He was created by a new title Magifter 
Morutn, or mafter of the morals of the people ; he re- 
ceived the title of emperor, father of his country ; his 
perfon was declared facred ; and, in fhort, upon him 
alone were devolved for life all the great dignities of 
the ftatd. It muft be owned, however, that fo much 
power could never have been entrufted to better keep- 
ing. He immediately began his empire byreprcffing vice, and encout aging virtue. He committed the power of ju- 
dicature to the fenators and the knights alone, and, by 
many fumptuary laws, reftrained the fcandalous luxuries 
of the rich. He propofed rewards to all fuch as had 
many children, and took the moft prudent methods of 
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re-peopling the city, that had been exhaufted in the 
late commotions. 

Having thus reflored profperity once more to Rome, 
he again found himfelf under the neceffity of going into 
Spain, to oppofe an army which had been railed there 
under the two fons of Pompey, and alfo Labienus, his 
former general. He proceeded in this expedition with 
his ufual celerity, and arrived in Spain, before the ene- 
my thought him yet departed from Rome. Cneius and 
Sextus, Pompey’s fons, profiting by their unhappy fa- 
ther’s example, refolved as much as poflible to protraft 
the war ; lb that the firft operations of the two armies 
were fpent in lieges and fruitlefs attempts to furprife 
each other. At length Csefar, after taking many cities 
from the enemy, andpurfuing Pompey with unwearied 
perfeverance, at laft compelled him to come to a battle 
upon the plains of Munda. Pompey drew up his men 
by break of day, upon the declivity of a hill, with great 
exaftnefs and order. Csefar drew up his men likewife 
in the plain below; and, after advancing a little way 
from his trenches, he ordered his men to make a halt, 
expefting the enemy to come down from the hill. This 
delay made Caefar’s foldiers begin to murmur, while 
Pompey’s with full vigour poured down upon them, 
and a terrible conflid enfued. The iirft fhock was fo 
dreadful, that Caefar’s men, who had hitherto been 
ufed to conquer, now began to waver. Caefar was never 
in fo much danger as now : he threw himfelf feveral 
times into the very throng of the battle. “ What ! 
(cried he), are you going to give up your general,, 
who is grown grey in fighting at your head, to a parcel 
of boys !” Upon this, the tenth legion exerted them- 
felves with more than former bravery; and a party of 
horfe being detached by Labienus from the camp in 
purfuit of a body of Numidian cavalry, Caefar cried 
aloud, that they were flying. This cry inflantly fpread 
itfelf through both armies, exciting the one as much as 
it depreflfed the other. Now, therefore, the tenth legiotic 
preffed forward, and a total rout foon enfued. Thirty 
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thoufand men were killed on Pompey’s fide, among 
whom was Labienus, whom Caefar ordered to be buried 
with the funeral honours of a general officer. Cneius 
Pompey efcaped with a few horfemen to the fea-fide; 
but, finding his pafiage intercepted by Caefar’s lieute- 
nant, he was obliged to feek for a retreat in an obfcure 
cavern. He was quickly difcovered by fome of Caefar’s 
troops, who prefently cut off his head, and brought it 
to the conqueror. His brother Sextus, however, con- 
cealed himlolf fo well, that he efcaped all purfuit, and 
afterwards became very noted and formidable from his 
piracies to the people of Rome. 

Cafar, by this laft blow, fubdued all his avowed ene- 
mies, and the reft of his life was employed for the ad- 
vantage of the ftate. He adorned the city with magni- 
ficent buildingsi he rebuilt Carthage and Corinth, fend- 
ing colonies to both cities: he undertook to level feve- 
ral mountains in Italy, to drain the Pomptine marffies 
near Rome, and defigned to cut through the ifthmus 
of Peloponnefus. Thus, with a mind that could never 
remain inaftive, he pondered mighty projefts and de- 
iigns beyond the limits of the longeft life. But the 
greateft of all, was his intended expedition againft the 
Parthians, by which he defigned to revenge the death 
of Craftus, who, having penetrated too far into their 
country, was overthrown, himfelf taken pfifoner, and 
put to a cruel death, by having molten gold poured 
down hia throat, as a punilhment for his former aVa- 
rice. From thence Csefar intended to pafs through 
Hyrcania, and enter Scythia, along the banks of the 
Cafpian fea, then to open himfelf a way through the 
immeafurable forefts of Germany into Gaul, and„fo 
to return to Rome. Thefe were the aims of ambi- 
tion : the jealouly of a few individuals put an end to 
them all. 

Having been made perpetual di&ator, and received 
from the fenate accumulated honours, it began to be 
rumoured, that he intended to make himfelf king; and,, 
though in fail he was pofieiTed of the power, the people* who 



EMPIRE OF ROME. *iTS 
•who had an utter averfion to the name, could not bear his afluming the title. Whether he really defigned to 
aflume that empty honour, mud now for ever remain a 
fecret ; but certain it is, that the unfufpe&ing open- 
nefs of his conduit marked fomething like a confidence in the innocence of his intentions. When informed by 
thofe about him of the jealoufies of many perfons who 
envied his power, he was heard to fay, that he had ra- ther die once by treafon, than to live continually in ap- prehenfion of it. When advifed by fome to beware of 
Brutus, in \vhom he had for fome time repofed the 
greateft confidence, he opened his bread, all fcarred with wounds, faying, “ Can you think Brutus cares 
for fuch poor pillage as this ?” And, being one night 
at fupper, as his friends difputed among themfelves what death was eafieft, he replied, that which was moft 
fudden and lead forefeen. But, to convince the world 
how little he had to apprehend from his enemies, he 
difbanded his company of Spanifh guards, which faci- 
litated the enterprife againd his life. 

A deep confpiracy was therefore laid againd him, 
compofed of no lefs than fixty fenators. They were 
dill the more formidable, as the generality of them were 
of his own party, who, hawing been railed above other 
citizens, felt more drongly the weight of a fingle fu- 
perior. At the head of this confpiracy was Brutus, 
whofe life Caefar had fpared after the battle of Pharfa- lia, and Caflius, who was pardoned foon after, both prae- 
tors for the prefent year. Brutus made it his chief glo- 
ry to have been defeended from that Brutus who firll 
gave liberty to Rome. The paflion for freedom feemed to have been tranfmitted with the blood of his ancedors 
down to him. But, though he deteded tyranny, yet he could not forbear loving the tyrant, from whom he 
had received the mod fignal benefits. 

The confpirators, to give a colour of judice to their 
proceedings, remitted the execution of their defign till the Ides of March, the day on which Caefar was to be 
offered the crown. The augurs had foretold that this 

G 6 day 



t56 THE HISTORY OF THE 
day would be fatal to him; and the night preceding he 
heard his wife Calpurnia lamenting in her deep, and, 
being awakened, (he confefled to him that (he dreamed 
of his being afiaflinated in her arms. Thefe omens, in fome meafure, began to change his intention of going 
to the fenate, as he had refolved that day ; but one of 
the confpirators coming in, prevailed upon him to keep 
his refolution, telling him of the reproach that would attend his Haying at home till his wife had lucky 
dreams, and of the preparations that were made for his 
appearance. As he went along to the fenate, a flave, 
who haftened to him with information of the confpi- 
racy, attempted to come near him, but could not for the crowd. Artemidorus, a Greek philofopher, who had 
difcovered the whole plot, delivered him a memorial, 
containing the heads of the information; but Caefar 
gave it, with other papers, to one of his fecretaries, 
without reading, as ufual in things of this nature. Be- 
ing at length entered the fenate-houfe, where the con- 
fpirators were prepared to receive him, he met one Spu- 
rina, an augur, who had foretold his danger, to whom 
he faid, fmiling, “ Well, Spurina, the Ides of March 
are come.” “ Yes (replied the augur), but they are 
not yet over.” As foon as he had taken his place, the 
confpirators came near him, under pretence of faluting 
him ; and Cimber, who was one of them, approached 
in a fuppiicant pofture, pretending to fue for his bro- 
ther’s pardon, who had been banilhed by his order. All the confpirators feconded him with great earneftnefs ; 
and Cimber, feeming to fue with ftill greater fubmif- 
fion, took hold of the bottom of his robe, holding him fo 
as to prevent his rifmg. This was the fignal agreed on. 
CafcS, who was behind, ftabbed him, though (lightly, 
in the fhoulder. Caefar inftantly turned round, and, 
with the Heel of his tablet, wounded him in the arm. However, all the confpirators were now alarmed, and, 
enclofing him round, he received a fecond (tab from atv 
unknown hand in the breaft, while Caflius wounded 
him in the face. He Hill defended himfelf with great vigour, 
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vigour, rufliing among them, and throwing down fuch 
as oppofed him, till he faw Brutus among the confpi- 
rators, who, coming up, (luck his dagger into his thigh. 
From that moment Caefar thought no more of defend- 
ing himfelf; but, looking upon this confpirator, cried 
out, “ And you, too, my fon !” Then covering his head, 
and fpreading his robe before him, in order to fall with 
greater decency, he funk down at the bafe of Pompey’s 
ftatue, after receiving three and twenty wounds from 
hands which he vainly fuppofed he had difarmed by 
his benefits. Caefar was killed in the fifty-fixth year of his age,, 
and about fourteen years after he began -.j q 
the conqueft of the world. Ifweexamine ' • 710, 

his hiftory, we {hall be equally at a lofs whether moft to admire his great abilities, or his wonderful fortune. 
To pretend to fay, that from the beginning, he planned 
the fubje£tion of his native country, is doing no great 
credit to his well known penetration, as a thoufand 
obftacles lay in his way, which fortune, rather than condufl, was to furmount. No man, therefore, of his 
fagacity, would have begun a fcheme in which the 
chances of fucceeding were fo many againft him. It is moft probable, that, like all very fuccefsful men, he 
only made the beft of every occurrence ; and his ambi- 
tion rifing with his good fortune, from at firft being 
contented with humbler aims, he at length began to think of governing the world, when he found fcarce 
any obftacle to oppofe his defigns. Such is the difpofi- 
tion of man, whofe cravings after power are always 
moft infatiable when he enjoys the greateft {hare. 

As foon as the confpirators had difpatched Caefar, they all retired to the capitol, and guarded its accefles 
by a body of gladiators which Brutus had in pay. 

The friends of the late diftator now began to find, that it was the time for coming into greater power than 
before, and the fatisfying their ambition under the veil of promoting juftice. Of this number was Antony, 
whom we have already feen acting as a lieutenant under 

Caefar, 
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Csefar, and governing Rome in his abfence. He was a man of moderate abilities, and exceffive vices, ambitious 
of power, only becaufe it gave his pleafure a wider 
range to riot in, but flcilled in war, to which he had 
been trained from his youth. He was conful for this 
year, and refolved, with L^pidus, who was fond of com- 
motions like himfelf, to feize this opportunity of gain- 
ing that power which Csefar had died for ufurping. Le- 
pidus, therefore, took pofleflion of the forum with a band 
of foldiers at his devotion ; and Antony, being conful, 
was permitted to command them. The fiift ftep was to 
pofiefs themfelves of all Csefar’s papers and money, and 
next to convene the fenate. Never had this auguft af- 
fembly been convened upon fo delicate an occafion, as 
it was to determine, whether Csefar had been a legal 
magiftrate or a tyrannical ufurper ; and whether thofe 
who killed him merited rewards or punifhments. There 
were many of thofe who had received all their promo- 
tions from Csefar, and had acquired large fortunes in confequence of his appointment : to vote him an ufurp- 
er, therefore, would be to endanger their property \ and 
yet to vote him innocent, might endanger the Hate. In 
this dilemma, they feemed willing to reconcile extremes} wherefore they approved all the a£ts of Caefar, and yet 
granted a general pardon to all the confpirators. 

This decree was very far from giving Antony fatis- 
faftion, as it granted fecurity to a number of men who 
were the avowed enemies of tyranny, and who would 
be foremoll: in oppofing his fchemes of reftoring abfo- 
lute power. As, therefore, the fenate had ratified all Cse- 
far’s a£ts without dillin£lion, he formed a fcheme upon 
this of making him rule when dead as imperioufly as he 
had done when living. Being, as was faid, poflefied of 
Csefar’s books of accounts, he fo far gained upon his fe- 
Ctetary, as to make him inlert whatever he thought 
proper. By thefe means, great fums of-money, which 
Csetar would never have beftowed, were there diitri- buted among the people ; and every man who had any 
fcditious defigns againlt the government was there fure. 
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of finding a gratuity. Things being in this fituation, Antony demanded of the fenate, that Ctefar’s funeral 
obfequies fhould be performed, which they could not decently forbid, as they had never declared him a ty- 
rant : Accordingly, the body was brought forth into 
the forum with the utmoft folemnity ; and Antony, 
who charged himfelf with the lalt duties of friendlhip, 
began his operations upon the palfions of the people by 
the prevailing motives of private intereft. He fiylt read 
them Cxfar’s will, in which he had left O&avius, his 
fifter’s grandfon, his heir, permitting him to take the name of Caefar, and three parts of his private fortune ; 
and Brutus was to inherit in cafe of his death. The Ro- man people were left the gardens which he had on the 
other fide of the Tyber; and every citizen, in particular, 
was to receive three hundred fefterces: and, unfolding 
Caefar’s bloody robe in fight of the multitude, he took care they fhould obferve the number of (tabs in it; he 
then difplayed an image, which to them appeared the 
body of Caefar all covered with wounds. They could 
no longer contain-their indignation, but unanimoufly cried out for revenge, and ran with flaming brands 
from the pile to fet fire to the houfes of the confpira- 
tors. In this rage of refeming, meeting with one Cin- na, whom they miftook for another of the fame name, 
who was in the confpiracy, they tore him, in pieces. 
The confpirators themfelves, however, being well guard- ed, repulfed the multitude witfy.no great trouble: but, 
perceiving the rage of the^ people, they thought it foon 
after fafeft to retire from the city. In the mean time, Antony, who had excited this 
flame, refolved to make the belt of the occafion. But 
an obftacle to his ambition feemed to arife from a quar- 
ter on which he leaft expefted it, namely, from Odlavius 
Caefar, afterwards called Auguflus, who was the grand nephew and adopted fon of Caefar. A third competitor 
alfo for power appeared in Lepidus, a man of fome au- thority and great riches in Rome. At firft the ambition 
of thefe three feemed to threaten, fatal confequences to 

each 
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each other; but, uniting foon after in the common 
caufe, they refolved to revenge the death of Caefar, 
and, dividing all power among themfelvcs, formed what 
was called the fecond triumvirate. 

The meeting of thefe three ufurpers of their coun- 
try’s freedom, was near Mutina, upon a little ifland of 
the river Panarus. Their mutual fufpicions were the 
caufe of their meeting in a place where they could not 
fear any treachery; for even in their union they could 
not diveft themfelves of mutual diffidence: Lepidus 
firft entered, and, finding all things fafe, made the fig- 
nal for the other two to approach. They embraced 
each other upon their firft meeting ; and Auguftus be- 
gan the conference, by thanking Antony for his zeal 
in putting Decimus Brutus to death, who, being aban- 
doned by his army, was taken, as he was defigning to 
efcape into Macedonia, and beheaded by Antony’s 
command. They then entered upon the bufinefs that 
lay before them, without any retrofpe&ion of the part. 
Their conference lafted for three days; and in this pe- 
riod, they fixed a divifion of government, and deter- 
mined upon the fate of thoufands : the refult of which 
was, that the fupreme authority fhould be lodged in 
their hands, under the title of triumvirate, for the fpace 
of five years; that Antony fhould have Gaul, Lepidus Spain, and A.uguftus Africa and the Mediterranean 
iflands. As for Italy, and the eaftern provinces, they 
were to remain in common, until their general enemy 
was entirely fubdued. Among other articles of union, 
it was alfo agreed, that all their enemies fiiould be de- 
ftroyed, of which each prefented a lift. In thefe were comprifed not only the enemies, but the friends of the 
triumvirate, fince the partizans of the one were often 
found among the oppofers of the other. Thus Lepi- 
dus gave up his brother Pauliis to> the vengeance of his 
colleague, Antony permitted the profeription of his un- 
cle Lucius, and Auguftus delivered up the great Cicero, 
who was affaffinated fhortly after by Antony’s command. 

In the mean time, Brutus and Caffius, the principal 
of 
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of the confpirators againft Ciefar, being compelled to tjuit Rome, went into Greece, where they perfuaded 
the Roman {Indents at Athens to declare in the caufc 
of freedom ; then parting, the former raifed a power- 
ful army in Macedonia and the adjacent countries, while 
the latter went into Syria, where he foon became maf- 
ter of twelve legions, and reduced his opponent Do* 
labdla to fuch ftraits as to kill himfelf. Both armies 
foon after joining at Smyrna, the fight of fuch a for- 
midable force began to revive the declining fpirits of 
the party, and to re-unite the two generals {till more 
clofely, between whom there had been fome time before 
a flight mifunderftanding In fliort, having quitted 
Italy like diftrefled exiles, without having one fingle 
foldier, or one town, that owned their command, they 
now found themfelves at the head of a flourifhing ar- my, furnifhed with all the necefiaries for carrying on 
the war, and in a condition to fupport a conteft where 
the empire of the world depended on the event. This fuccefs in raifing levies was entirely owing to the juf- 
tice, moderation, and great humanity of Brutus, who, 
in every inftance, feemed ftudious of the happinefs of 
his country, and not his own. 

It was in this flourifliing fituation of their affairs, that the confpirators had formed a refolution of going 
againft Cleopatra, who had made great preparations to 
affift their opponents. However, they were diverted 
from this purpofe, by an information that Auguftus and Antony were now upon their march with forty 
legions to oppofe them. Brutus, therefore, moved to 
have their army pafs over into Greece and Macedonia, 
and there meet the enemy; but Caflius fo far prevailed as to have the Rhodians and Lycians firft reduced, who 
had refufed.theit ufual contributions. This expedition 
was immediately put in execution, and extraordinary 
contributions were raifed by th it means, the Rhodians having fcarce any thing left them but their lives. The 
Lycians fuffered ftill more feverely : for, having (hut 
themfelves up in the city of Xanthus, they defended 
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the place againft Brutus with fuch fury, that neither i| his arts nor entreaties could prevail upon them to fur- 
render. At length, the town being fet on fire by their ■ attempting to burn the works of the Romans, Brutus, I 
inftead of laying hold on this opportunity to ftorm the place, made every effort to preferve it, entreating his « 
foldiers to try all means of extinguifhing the fire : , 
but the defperate frenzy of the citizens was not to be mollified. Far from thinking themfelves obliged to 
their generous enemy, for the efforts which were made 
to fave them,, they refolved to perifh in the flames. 
Wherefore, inftead of extinguifhing, they did all in 
their power to augment the fire, by throwing in wood, 
dry reeds, and all kinds of fuel. Nothing could exceed 
the diftrefs of Brutus upon feeing the townfmen thus 
refolutely bent on deftroying themfelves; he rode about 
the fortifications, ftretching out his hands to the Xan- 
thians, and conjuring them to have pity on themfelves 
and their city ; but, infenfible to his expoftulations, they rufhed into the flames with defperate obftinaey, 
and the whole foon became a heap of undiftinguifhable 
ruin. At this horrid fpe&acle Brutus melted into tears, 
offering a reward to every foldier who fhould bring him 
a Lycian alive. I he number of thofe, whom it was pof- fible to fave from their own fury, amounted to no more 
than one hundred and fifty. 

Brutus and Caflius met once more at Sardis, where, 
after the ufual ceremonies were pall between them, they 
refolved to have a private conference together. They 
{hut themfelves up, therefore, in the firft convenient 
houfe, with exprefs orders to their fervants to give no 
admiffion. Brutus began, by reprimanding Caffius for 
having difpofed of offices which fhould ever be the re- 
ward of merit, and for having overtaxed the tributary 
ftates. Caffius retorted the imputation of avarice with 
the more bitternefs, as he knew the charge to be ground- lefs. The debate grew warm, till, from loud fpeaking, 
they burft into tears. Their friends, who were ftand- 
ing at the door, overheard the increafing vehemence of their 
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their voices, and began to dread for the confequences, 
till Favonius, who valued himfelf upon a cynical bold- nefs, thak knew no reftraint, entering the room, with a 
jeft, calmed their mutual animofity, Catiius was ready 
enough to forego his anger, being a man of great abili- 
ties, but of uneven difpofnion ; not averfe to pleafure 
in private company ; and, upon the whole, of morals 

| not quite fincere. But the conduft of Brutus was al- 
ways perfectly fteady. An even gentlenefs, a noble ele- 
vation of fentiment, a ftrengfh of mind, over which nei- 
ther vice nor pleafure could have any influence ; an in- 
flexible firmneft in the defence of juftice, compofed the 
character of that great man. After their conference, night coming on, Caffius invited Brutus and his friends 
to an entertainment, where freedom andcheerfulnefsfor a while took place of political anxiety, and foftened the 
feverity of wifdom. Upon retiring home it was, that 
Brutus, as Plutarch tells the ftory, faw a fpe&re in his 
tent. He naturally flept but little, and he had increafed 
this (late of watchfulnefs by habit and great fobriety. 
He never allowed himfelf to deep in the day-time, as 
was then common in Rome, and only gave fo much of the night to fleup, as could barely renew the natural 
fundlions. But efpecially now, when opprefled with fuch various cares, he only gave a fhort time after his 
nightly repaft to reft; and waking about midnight, ge- 
nerally read or ftudied till morning. It was in the dead 
of the night, when the whole camp was perfedlly quiet, 
that Brutus was thus employed in reading by a lamp that was juft expiring. On a fudden he thought he 
heard a noife as if fomebody entered, and looking to- 
wards the door, he perceived it open. A gigantic fi- gure with a frightful afpe£t flood before him, and con- 
tinued to gaze upon him with filent feverity. At lafl 
Brutus had courage to fpeak to it: “ Art thou a de- mon, or a mortal man ? and why comeft thou, to me ?’’ 
“ Brutus (replied the phantom), I am thy evil genius; thou (halt fee me again at Philippi.” Well, then, 
(anfwered Brutus, without being difcompofed) we (hall 

meet 
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meet again.” Upon which the phantom vaniflied, and 
Brutus, calling to his fervants, afked if they had feen any thing; to which replying in the negative, he again 
refumed his ftudies. But, as he was ftruck with fo 
ftrange an occurrence, he mentioned it the next day 
to Caflius, who, being an Epicurean, afcribed it to the 
effe£l of an imagination too much exercifed by vigi- 
lance and anxiety. Brutus appeared fatisfied with this 
folution of his late terrors; and as Antony and Auguftua 
were now advanced into Macedonia, he and his col- 
league pafled over into Thrace, and drew near to the 
city of Philippi, where the forces of the triumviri were 
potted to receive them. 

All mankind now began to regard the approaching 
armies with terror and fufpenfe. The empire of the 
world depended upon the fate of a battle ; as from 
victory on the one fide, they had to expert freedom ; 
but, from the other,a fovereign with abfolute command. 
Brutus was the only man who looked upon thefe great events before him with calmnefs and tranquillity. In- 
different as to fuccefs, and fatisfied with having done 
his duty, he faid to one of his friends, “ If 1 gain the 
vi£tory, I (hall rettore liberty to my country; If I lofe 
it by dying, I ttiall be delivered from flivery myfelf’, 
my condition is fixed, and I run no hazards.” I he re- 
publican army confifted of fourfeore thouf.md foot, and 
twenty thoufand horfe. The army of the triumviri 
amounted to an hundred thoufand loot, and thirteen 
thoufand horfe. Thus complete on both fides* they met and encamped near each other upon the plains oi Phi- 
lippi, a city upon the confines of fhr.ice. This city 
was fituated upon a mountain, towards the wett of 
which a plain ftretched itfelf, by a gentle declivity, al- 
mott fifteen leagues to the banks of the river Strymon. In this plain, about two miles from the town, were two 
little hills, at about a mile diftant from each other, de- 
fended on one fide by mountains, on the other by a 
marfh, which communicated with the fea. It was up- 
on thefc two hills that Brutus and Callius fixed their camps; 
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camps; Brutus on the hill towards the north, Caflius 
on that towards the fouth and in the intermediate fpace which feparated them, they call up lines and a 
parapet from one hill to the other. Thus they kept a 
firm communication between the two camps, which 
mutually defended each other. 

In this commodious fituation, they could aft as they 
thought proper, and gave battle only when it was 
thought to their advantage to engage. Behind them 
was the fea which furnifhed them with all kinds of pro- 
vifions, and at twelve miles diftance the ifland of Thafos, which ferved them as a general magazine. The trium- 
viri, on the other hand, were encamped on the plain be- 
low, and were obliged to bring their provifions from 
fifteen leagues diftance; fo that their fcheme and inte- 
reft was to bring on a battle as foon as they could. This they offered feveral times, drawing out their men 
from their camp, and provoking the enemy to engage. 

On the contrary thefe contented themfclves with 
drawing up their troops at the head of their camps, but 
without defcending to the plain. This refolution of poftponing the battle was all that the republican army 
had for it; and Caffius who was aware of his advan- 
tage, refolved to harafs the enemy rather than engage 
them. But Brutus began to fufpeft the fidelity of fome 
of his officers, fo that he ufed all his influence to per- 
fuade Caffius to change his refolution: “I am impatient (faid he) to put an end to the miferies of mankind, 
and in that I have hopes of fucceeding, whether I 
fall or conquer.’’ His wifties were foon gratified ; for 
Antony’s foldiers, having with great labour made a road through the marfh which lay to the left of Caffius’s 
camp, by that means opened a communication with the 
ifland of Thafos, which lay behind him. Both armies, 
in attempting to poffefsthemfelvesofthisro id, refoived 
at length to come to a general 'engagement. This, 
however, was contrary to the advice of Caffius, who 
declared, that he was forced, as Pompey had formerly 
been, to expofe the liberty of Rome to the hazard of a 

battle. 
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battle. The enfuing morning the two generals gave ] 
the fignal for engaging, and conferred together a little 5 
while before the battle began. Caflius defired to know : 
how Brutus intended to a£I in.cafe they were unfuc- 
cefsful: to which the other replied, “That he had formerly in his writings condemned the death of Cato, * 
and maintained, that to avoid calamities by fuicide, 5 
was an infolent attempt againtt Heaven that fent them: 
but he had now altered his opinions, and, having given 
up his life to his country, he thought he had a right ' 
to his own way of ending it; wherefore, he was re- ; 
folved to change a miferable being here for a better 
hereafter, if fortune proved againft him.,, “Well f^idf > 
my friend (cried Caffius, embracing him), now we may j venture to face the enemy; for either we (hall be con- ; 

querors ourfelves, or we {hall have no qaufe to fear thofe | 
that are fo.” Auguftus being fick, the forces of the i 
triumviri were commanded alone by Antony, who be1? gan the engagement by a vigorous attack upon the lines 
of Caflius. Brutus, on the other fide, made a dreadful irruption on the army of Auguftus, and drove forward 
with fo much intrepidity, that he broke them upon the 
very firft charge. Upon this, he penetrated as far as 
the camp, md cutting in pieces thofe who were left 
for its defence, his troops immediately began to plunder; but, yj the mean time, the lines of Caftius were forced, 
and his cavalry put to flight. There was no effort that 
this unfortunate general did not ufe to make his infan- try Hand, Hopping thofe that fled, and feizing himfelf 
the colours to rally them. But his own valour alone , 
was not fufficient to infpire his timorous army; where- 
fore, defpairing of fuccefs, he caufed himfelf to be flain 
by one of his freed-men. Brutus was foon.informed 
of the defeat of Caflius, and foon after of his death. 
As he drew near the camp, he feemed fcarce able to reftrain the excefs of his grief for a man whom he cal- 
led the laft of the Romans. 

But his firft care, when he became foie general, was 
to afiemble the difperfed troops of Caffius, and animate them 
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them with frefh hopes of viftory. As they had loft all 
they poflefied by the plundering of their camp, he pro- 
mifed them two thoufand denarii each man to make up 
their Ioffes. This once more infpired them with new ardour; they admired the liberality of their general, and 
withloud ftiouts proclaimedhis former intrepidity. Still, 
however, he had not confidence fufficient to face the 
adverfary, who offered him battle the enfuing day. His 
aim was to ftarve his enemies, who were in extreme 
want of provifions, their fleet having been lately defeated. 
But his Angle opinion was over-Tuled by the reft of his 
army, who now grew every day more confident of their ftrength, and more arrogant to their new general. He 
was therefore at laft, after a refpite of twenty days, ob- liged to comply with their folicitations to try the fate of 
a battle. Both armies being drawn out, they remain- 
ed a long while oppofite to each other without offering 
to engage. But it is faid, that he himfelf had loft much 
of his natural ardour by having (een a fpedlre the night preceding ; however, he encouraged his men as much 
as poflible, and gave the fignal for another battle. He 
had, as ufual, the advantage where he commanded in 
perfon, bearing down the enemy at the head of his in- 
fantry, and fupported by his cavalry, making a very great flaughter. But the troops which had belonged to Caf- 
fius communicating their terror to the reft of his forces, 
at laft the whole army gave way. Brutus, furrounded 
by the moft violent of his officers, fought for a long 
time with amazing valour. The fon of Cato fell, fight- 
ing by his fide, as alfo the brother of Caffms ; fo that 
at laft he was obliged to yield to neceffity, and fled. 
In the mean time the two triumviri, now affured of a 
victory, exprefsly ordered by no means to fuffer the ge- neral to efcape, for fear he fhould renew the war. Thus 
the whole body of the enemy feemed chiefly intent on 
Brutus alone, and his capture feemed inevitable. In this 
deplorable exigence, Lucilius, his friend, was refolved by his own death to effe£f his general’s delivery. Upon 
perceiving a body ojf Thracian horfe clofely purfuing 
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Brutus, and juft upon the point of taking him, he . 
boldly threw himfelf in their way, telling them, that he 
was Brutus. The Thracians, overjoyed with fo great a ' 
prize, immediately difpatched feme of their companions | 
with the news of their fuccefs to the army. Upon 
which, the ardour of the purfuit now abating, Antony 
marched out to meet his prifoner, and haften his death, • 
or infult his misfortun s. He w s followed by a great 
number of officers and foldiers, fome filently deploring 
the fate of fo virtuous a man'; others reproaching that j mean dtfire of life, for which he confented to undergo ! 
captivity. Antony, now feeing the Thracians approach, , 
began to prepare himfelf for the interview; but the 
faithful Lucilius, advancing with a cheerful air, “ It is j 
not Brutus,” faid he, “that is taken; fortune has not yet 
had the power of committing fo great an outrage upon 
virtue. As for my life, it is well fpent in preferving his 
honour; take it, for I have deceived you.” Antony, 
{truck with fo much fidelity, pardoned him upon the \ 
fpot; and from that>time forward loaded him with be- 
nefits, and honoured him with his friendfhip. 

In the mean time Brutus, with a fmall number of 
friends, pafled over a rivulet, and, night coming on, 
fat down under a rock, which concealed him from the purfuit of the enemy. After taking breath for a little 
time, and, calling his eyes up to heaven, repeated a 
line from Euripides, containing a wifh to the gods, “ That guilt fhould not pafs in this life without punilh- 1 
ment ” To this he added another from the fame poet, 
“ O Virtue ! thou empty name, I have worffiipped thee , 
as a real god, but thou art only the {lave of fortune.” 
He then called to mind, with great tendernefs, thofe ; whom he had feen perifh in battle, and fent out one 
Statilius to give him fome information of thofe that re- 
mained : but he never returned, being killed by a party 
of the enemy’s horfe. Brutus, judging very rightly of 
his fate, now refolved to die likewife, and fpokc to 
thofe who flood round him to lend him their laft fad 
affiftance. None of them, however, would render 
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him fo melancholy a fervice. He therefore called to 
one of his flaves to perform what he fo ardently defi- 
red ; but Strato, his tutor, offered himfclf, crying out, _ 
“ That it fhould never be faid that Brutus, in his Lift ' 
extremity, flood in need of a flaVeTor want of a friend.” 
Thus faying, and averting his head, he prefented the 
fword’s point to Brutus, who threw hiqrfelf upon it, and 
immediately expired. 

From the moment of Brutus’s death, the triumviri 
began to a£l as fovereigns, and to divide the Roman do- 
minions between them, as theirs by right of ccnqueft. 
However, though there were a pparently three who par- 
ticipated all power, yet in fa£l only two were a£lually 
pofTcfled of it, fince Lepidus was at firft admitted mere- 
ly to curb the mutual jealoufy of Antony and Auguf- 
tus : and was poffefled neither of intereft in the army, 
nor authority among the people. Their firft care was 
to punifh thofe whom they had formerly marked for 
vengeance. Hortenfus, Drufus, and Quintilius Varus, 
all men of the firft rank in the commonwealth, either 
kilted themfelves, or were flain. A fenator and his fon 
were ordered to caft lots for their lives, but both refufed 
it; the father voluntarily gave himfelf up to the execu- 
tioner, and the fon dabbed himfelf before his face. An- 
other begged to have the rites of burial after his death, 
to which Augudus replied, “ That he fhould find a 
grave in the vultures that devoured him.” But chiefly 
the people lamented to fee the head of Brutus fent to Rome to be thrown at the foot of Caefar’s datue. His 
afhes, however, were fent to his wife Porcia, Cato’s 
daughter, who, following the example of her hufband and father, killed herfelf by fwallowing turning coals. 
It is obferved, that, of all thofe who had a hand in the 
death of Caefar, not one died a natural death. 

The power or the triumviri being thus edablifhed upon the rain of the commonwealth, they now began 
to think of enjoying that homage to which they had af- 
pired. Antony went into Greece to receive the flattery 
of that refined people, and fpent feme time at Athens, 
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converfing among the philofophers, and affifting at their 
difputes in perfon. From thence he pafled over into 
Afia, where all the monarcbs of the Eaft, who acknow- 
ledged the Roman power, came to pay him their obedi- 
ence ; while the faired prince,fles drove to gain his fa- 
vour by the greatnefs of their prefents, or the allure- 
ments of their beauty. In this manner he proceeded 
from kingdom to kingdom, attended by a crowd of fo- 
vereigns, exatting contributions, didributing favours, 
and giving away crowns with capricious infolence. 
He prefented the kingdom of Cappadocia to Syfenes, in 
prejudice of Ariarathes, onlybecaufe he found pleafure 
in the beauty of Glaphyra, the mother of the former. He 
fettled Herod in the kingdom of Judea, and fupported 
him againd every oppofer. But among all the fove- 
reigns of the Ead who ftiared his favours, none had fo 
large a part as Cleopatra, the celebrated queen of Egypt. 

It happened thatSerapion, her governor in the illand 
of Cyprus, had formerly furnilhed fome fuccours to the 
confpirators ; and it was thought proper that die fhould 
anfwer for his condu£l on that occafion. Accordingly, 
having received orders from Antony to come and clear 
herfelf of this imputation of infidelity, die readily com- 
plied, equally confcious of the goodnefs of her caufe, and 
the power of her beauty. She was now in her 27th year, 
and confequently had improvedthofe allurements by art, 
which, in earlier age, are feldom attended to. Her ad- 
drefs and wit were dill further heightened; and though 
there were fome women in Rome that were her equals in beauty, none could rival her in the charms of feducing 
converfation. Antony was now in Tarfus, a city of Cili- 
cia, when Cleopatra refolved to attend his court in per- 
fon. She failed to meethim downthe river Cydnus,at the 
mouth of which the city dood, with the mod fumptuous 
pageantry. Her galley was covered with gold, the foils 
of purple, large, and floating with the wind. The oars 
of filver kept time to the found of flutes and cymbals. 
She herfelf lay reclined on a couch fpangled with dars 
of gold, and with fuch ornaments as poets and painters 
had ufually afcribed to Venus. On each fide were boys 
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like Cupids, who fanned her by turns; while the molt beautiful nymphs, dreffed like Neriads and Graces, 
were placed at proper diftances around her. Upon the 
banks of the river were kept burning the moll exquifite 
perfumes,while an infinite number of people gazed at the 
fight, with a mixture of delight and admiration. Antony 
was captivated with her beauty, and, leaving all his bufi- 
nefs to fatisfy his paflion, (hortly after followed her into 
Egypt. There he continued in all that eafe and foftnefs to which his vicious heart was prone, and which that 
luxurious people were able to fupply. 

While he remained thus idle in Egypt, Auguftus, who 
took upon him to lead hack the veteran troops, and fettle 
them in Italy, was afliduoufly employed in providing for 
their fubfiftence. He had promifed them lands at home, 
as a recompenfe for their pad fervices; but they could not receive their new grants without turning out the for- 
mer inhabitants. In confequence of this, multitudes of 
women, and children in their arms, whofe tender years 
and innocence excited univerfal compallion, daily filled 
the temples and ftreets with their diftrefles. Numbers of 
hufbandmen and fhepherds came to deprecate the con- 
queror’s intention, or to obtain an habitation in fome 
other part of the world. Among this number was Virgil 
the poet, to whom mankind owe more obligations than 
to a ihoufand conquerors, who, in an humble manner, 
begged permifiion to retain his patrimonial farm: Virgil 
obtained his requeft, but the reft of his countrymen of Mantua and Cremona were turned out without mercy. 

Italy and Rome now felt the moft extreme miferies, the infolent foldiers plundered at will, whila Sextus 
Pompey, being mafter of the fea, cut off all foreign 
communication, and prevented the people’s receiving their ufual fupplies of corn. To thefe mifchiefs were 
added the commencement of another civil war. Fulvia, the wife of Antony, who had been left behind him at 
Rome, had felt for fome time all the rage of jealoufy, and refolved to try every method of bringing back her 
hufband from the arms of Cleopatra. She confidered 
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?i breach with Auguftus as the only probable means of roufing him from his lethargy j and accordingly, with 
the alMance of Lucius, her brother-in-law, who was then conful, and entirely devoted to her intereft, fhe 
began to fow the feeds of diflenfion. Her pretext was, 
that Antony fliould have a (hare in the diftribution of 
lands as well as Auguftus. This produced negotiations between them, and Auguftus offered to make the ve- 
terans themfelves umpires in the difpute. Lucius re- futed to acquiefce; and being at the head of more than 
fix legions, moftly compofed of fuch as were dlfpofTeff- 
ed, he refolved to compel Auguftus to accept of what- 
ever terms he (hould offer. Thus a new war was excited 
between Auguftus and Aptony, or at leaft the general of 
the latter affumed the fanftion of his name. Auguftus, 
however, was vi&orious: Lucius was hemmed in be- 
tween two armies, and conftrained to retreat to Perufia, 
a city of Etruria, where he was clofely befieged by the 
oppofite party. He made many defperate fallies, and 
Fulvia did all in her power to relieve him, but with- 
out fuccefs. He was at laft, therefore, reduced to fuch 
extremity by famine, that he came out in perfon, and 
delivered himfelf up to the mercy of the conqueror. 
Auguftus received him very honourably, and generoufly pardoned him and all his followers. 

Antony, having heard of his brother’s overthrow, and 
his wife’s being compelled to leave Italy, was refolved 
to oppofe Auguftus without delay. He accordingly 
failed at the head of a confiderable fleet from Alexan- 
dria to Tyre, and from thence to Cyprus and Rhodes, 
and had an interview with Fulvia, his wife, at Athens. 
He much blamed her for occafioning the late diforders, 
teftified the utmoft contempt for her perfon, and lea- 
ving her upon her death-bed at Sycion, haftened into 
Italy to fight Auguftus. They both met at Brundu- 
fium, and it was now thought that the flames of a civil 
war were going to blaze out once more. The forces 
of Antony were numerous, but moftly new raifed: 
however, he was affifted by Sextus Pompeius, who, in thefe 
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tliefe oppofitions of interefts, was daily coming into 
power. Auguftus was at the head of thofe veterans who 
had always been irrefiftable, but who feemed no way dif- 
pofed to fight againft Antony, their former general. A 
negotiation was therefore propofed, and by the aftivity 
of Cocceius, a friend to both, a reconciliation was ef- 
fe&ed, all offences and affronts were mutually forgiven; 
and, to cement the union, a marriage was concluded be- 
tween Antony andOftavia, the filter of Auguftus. A 
new divifion of the Roman empire was made between 
them; Auguftus was to have the command of the Weft, 
Antony of the Eaft, while Lepidus was obliged to con- 
tent himfelf with the provinces in Africa. As for Sex- 
tus Pompeius, he was permitted to retain all the iflands 
he had already pofTeffed, together with Peloponnefus; he- 
was granted alfo the privilege of demanding the con- 
fulfhip in his abfence, and of difcharging that office by 
any of his friends. It was likewife ftipulated to leave 
the fca open, and pay the people what corn was due 
out of Sicily. Thus a general peace was concluded, to 
the great fatisfa&ion of the people, who now expelled 
a ceffation from all their calamities. 

This calm feemed to continue for fome time : Anto- ny led his forces againft the Parthians, over whom his 
lieuUnant Ventidius had gained fome advantages. Au- guftus drew the greatcft part of his’ army into Gaul, 
where there were fome difturbances; andPompey went 
to fecure his newly ceded province to his intereft. It was in this quarter that frefli motives were given for 
renewing the war. Antony, who was obliged by treaty 
to quit Peloponnefus, refufed to evacuate it, till Pom- 
pey had fatisfied him for fuch debts as were due to him 
from the inhabitants. This Pompey would by no means 
comply with, but immediately fitted out a new fleet, 
and renewed his former enterprifes, by cutting off fuch corn and provifions as were configned to Italy. 
Thus the grievances of the poor were again renewed, and the people began to complain, that inftead of three 
tyrants, they were now oppreffed by four. 

h 3 In 



174 THE HISTORY OF THE 
In this exigence, Auguftus, who had long meditated 

the heft means of diminiftiing the number, refolved to 
begin by getting rid of Pompey, who kept the ftate in 
continual alarms. He was mafter of two fleets ; one, 
which he had caufed to be built at Ravenna, and an- 
other, which Menodorus, who revolted from Pompey, 
brought to his aid. His firft attempt was to invade Sicily; but, being overpowered in his paflage by Pom- pey, and afterwards {battered in a ftorm, he was obli- 
ged to defer his defigns till the enfuing year. During 
this interval, he was reinforced by a noble fleet of one 
hundred and twenty (hips, given him by Antony, with 
which he refolved once more to invade Sicily, on three 
feveral quarters. But fortune feemed ftill determined 
to oppofe him. He was a fecond time difabled and 
fluttered by a ftorm, which fo railed the vanity of Pom- pey that he began to ftyle himfelf the fon of Neptune. 
However, Auguftus was not to be intimidated by any 
difgrace; for having fhortly after refitted his navy, and 
recruited his forces, he gave the command of both to Agrippa, his faithful friend and aflbciate in war.— 
Agrippa proved himfelf worthy of the truft repofed in 
him ; he began his operations by a vi&ory over Pom- 
pey ; and though he was fhortly after worfted himfelf, 
he foon after gave his adverfary a complete and final 
overthrow, i hus undone, Pompey refolved to fly to 
Antony, from whom he expelled refuge, as he had for- 
merly obliged that triumvir by giving protection to his 
mother. However, a gleam of hope offering, he tried once more, at the head of a fmall body of men, to make himfelf independent, and even furprifed Antony’s lieu- 
tenants, who had been fent to accept of his fubmiflions. 
Neverthelefs, he was at laft abandoned by his foldiers, 
and delivered up to Titus, Antony’s lieutenant, who 
fhortly after caufed him to be flain. 

The death of this general removed one very power- 
ful obftacle to the ambition of Auguftus, and he refol- ved to take the earlieft opportunity to get rid of the 
reft of his afibciates. An 
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An offence foon after this was furnifhed by Lepidus, 

that ferved as a fufficient pretext to Auguftus for de- 
priving him of his fhare in the triumvirate. Being at 
the head of twenty-two legions, with a ftrong body of 
cavalry, he idly fuppofed that his prefent power was 
more than equivalent to the popularity of Auguftus. 
He therefore refolved upon adding Sicily, where he 
then was, to his province, pretending a right, as having 
firft invaded it. Auguftus fent to expostulate upon thefe proceedings, but Lepidus fiercely replied, “ That 
he was determined to have his fhare in the adminiftra- 
tion, and would no longer fubmit to let one alone pof- 
fefs all the authority.” Auguftus was previoufly in- 
formed of the difpofition of Lepidus’s foldiers ; for he 
had, by his fecret intrigues and largeffes, entirelyattached 
them to himfelf. Wherefore, without further delay, he, with great boldneYs, went alone to the camp of Lepidus, 
and, with no other alfiftance than his private bounties, 
and the authority he had gained by his former vi&ories, he depofed his rival. Lepidus was deprived of all his 
former authority, and banifhed to Circseum, where he continued the reft of his life, defpifed by his friends, and to all a melancholy objeft of blafted ambition. 

There remained now but one obftacle to his ambi- 
tion, which was Antony, whom he refolved to remove; 
and, for that purpofe, began to render his chara&er as 
contemptible as he pofllbly could at Rome. In fatt, 
Antony’s condu£l did not a little contribute to promote the endeavours of his ambitious partner. He had march- ed againft the Parthians with a prodigious army, but 
was forced to return with the lofsof the fourth part of 
his forces, and all his baggage. However, Antony feemed quite regardlefs of contempt ; alive only to 
pleafure, and totally difregarding the bufinefs of the 
ftate, he fpent whole days and nights in the company 
of Cleopatra, who ftudied every art to increafe his paf- fion, and vary his entertainments. Few w'omen have 
been fo much celebrated for the art of giving novelty 
to pleafures and making trifles important: Bill inge- 
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nicus -in filling up the languid paufes of fenfual delight j 
with feme new ftroke of refinement, fhe was at-one time ' a queen, then a Bacchanal, and fometimes an huntrefs. 
She invented a iociety, called the Inimitable ; and thofe 
of the court, who made the moll fumptuous entertain- | 
ments, carried away the prize. Not contented with ^ fharing in her company all the delights which Egypt , 
could afford, Antony was refolved to enlarge his fphere i of luxury, by granting her many of thole kingdoms 
which belonged to the Roman empire. He gave her 
all Phoenicia, Csele-Syria, and Cyprus, with a great part j of Cilicia, Arabia, and Judea ; gifts which he had no 
right to beftow, which he pretended to grant in imita- 
tion of Hercules. This complication of vice and folly - 
at lalt totally exafperated the Romans; and Auguflus, i 
willing to take the advantage of their refentment, took 5 
care to exaggerate all his defeats. At length, when he 
found the people fufficiently irritatedagainll him, he re- 
folved to fend Octavia, who was then at Rome, to An- 
tony, as if with a view of reclaiming her hufband; but in 
fattto furnifli afufficient pretext of declaring war againft 
him, as he knew {he would be difmiffed with contempt. 

Antony was now at the city of Leucopolis, revelling 
with his infidious paramour, when he heard that Ocfta- , 
via was at Athens, upon her journey to vifit him. This 
was very unwelcome news as well to him as to Cleopatra, who, fearing the charms of her rival, endeavoured to con- 
vince Antony of the ftrength of her paffion by her fighs, languilhing looks, and well-feigned melancholy. He 
frequently caught her in tears, which fhe feemed as 
if willing to hide* and often entreated her to tell him 
the caufe, which {he teemed willing to fupprefs. ^Thefe 
artifices, together with the ceafelefs flattery and impor- 
tunity of her creatures, prevailed fo much upon An- 
tony’s weaknefs, that he commanded O&avia to return 
home without feeing her: and flill more to exafpsrate 
the people of Rome, he refiolved to repudiate her, and 
take Cleopatra as his wife. He accordingly aflembled 
the people qf Alexandria in the public theatre, where 
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was railed an alcove of filver, under which were placed 
two thrones of gold, one for himfelf, and the other for 
Cleopatra* There he feated himfelf, drefled like Bac- 
chus, while Cleopatra fat befide him, clothed in the 
ornaments and attributes of Ifis, the principal deity of the Egyptians. On that occafion he declared her queen 
of all the countries which he had already bellowed up- 
on her; while he afibciated Ctefario, her fon by Ciefar, 
as her partner in the government. To the two children 
whom he had by her himfelf, he gave the title of kings, 
with very extenfive dominions ; and, to crown his ab- 
fur'dities, he next fent a minute account of his proceed- 
ings to the two confuls at Rome. 

In the mean time, Auguftus had now a fufficient 
pretext for declaring war, and informed the fenate of 
his intentions. However, he deferred the execution of 
his defigns for a while, being then employed in quelling 
an infurre<Tion of the Illyrians. The following year was 
chiefly taken up in preparations againlt Antony, who, 
perceiving his defign, remonftrated to the fenate, that 
he had many caufes of complaint againft his colleague, who had feized upon Sicily without affording him any 
Ihare ; alleging that he had alfo difpoffefled Lepidus, and kept to himfelf the province he had commanded 
and that he had divided all Italy among his own fol- 
diers, leaving nothing to recompenfe thole in Alia. To- 
this complaint Augultus was contented to make a far-7 

callic anfwer, implying, that it was abfurd to complain 
of his dillributions of a few trifling diltri£ts in Italy,* when Antony, havipg conquered all Parthia, he might 
now reward his foldiers with cities and provinces. This 
farcafm provoked him to fend his army without delay 
into Europe to meet Auguftus, while he and Cleopatra 
followed to Samos, in order to prepare for carrying oiv 
the war with vigour. When he arrived thore, it was ri- 
diculous enough to behold the odd mixture of prepara- tions for pleafure and for war. On one fide, all the kings* 
and princes from Egypt to the Euxine fea had orders to- 
lend him fupplies, both of men, provifions, and arms: on 
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the other fide, all the comedians, dancers, buffoons, 
and muficians of Greece, were ordered to attend him. 

This delay at Samos, and afterwards at Athens, where he carried Cleopatra to receive new honours, was ex- 
tremely favourable to the arms of Auguftus, who was at 
firft fcarcely in a difpofition tooppofe him had he gone 
into Italy: out he foon found time to put himfelf in a 
condition for carrying on the war, and Ihortly after de- 
clared it againft: him in form. At length both fides found 
themfelves in readinefs to begin the war, and their ar- 
mies were anfwerable to the empire they contended for. 
The one was followed by all the forces of the Eaft *, the 
other drew all the flrength of the Weft to fupport hi& 
pretenfions. Antony’s force compofed a body of an 
hundred thoufand foot, and twelve thoufand horfe, while 
his fleet amounted to five hundred fhips of war. The 
army of Auguftus muftered but eighty thoufand foot, but 
equalled his adverfary in the number of cavalry: his fleet 
was but half as numerous as Antony’s ; however, his 
fhips were better built,and manned with better foldiers. 

The great decifive engagement, which was a naval 
one, was fought near Aftium, a city of Epirus, at the 
entrance of the gulf of Ambratia. Antony ranged his 
fhips before the mouth of the gulf, and Auguftus drew tip his fleet in oppofition. Neither general affumed any 
fixed ftation to command in, but went about from fhip to fliip, where-ever hisprefence was neceffary. In the mean 
time, the two land armies, on oppofite fides of the gulf, 
were drawn up only as fpe£lators of the engagement, 
and encouraged the fleets by their fhouts to engage. 
The battle began on both fides with great ardour, and 
after a manner not praftifed on former occafions. 

The prows of their veffels were armed with brazen 
points, and with thofe they drove furioufly againft each 
other. They fought for fome time with great fury; nor 
was there any advantage on either fide, except a fmall appearance of diforder in the centre of Antony’s fleet. 
But all of a fudden Cleopatra determined thr fortune of 
the day. She was feen flying from the engagement, at- tended 
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attended by fixty fail, (truck, perhaps, with the terrors 
natural to her fex : But what increafed the general 
amazement was, to behold Antony himfelf following 
foon after, leaving his fleet at the mercy of the con- 
querors ; and the army at land foon after followed their example. 

When Cleopatra fled, Antony purfued her in a five- 
oared galley, and coming along fide of her (hip, en- 
tered it without feeing her, or being feen by her. She 
was in the (lern, and he went to the prow, where he 
remained for fome time filent, holding his head between 
his hands. In this manner he continued three whole 
days •, during which, either through indignation or 
fliame, he neither faw nor fpoke to Cleopatra. At laft, 
when they were arrived at the promontory of Tenerus, 
the queen’s female attendants reconciled them, and 
every thing went on as before. Still, however, he had 
the confolation to fuppofe his army continued faithful 
to him, and accordingly difpatched orders to his lieu- tenant, Canidius, to condu£t it into Ada. However, he 
was foon undeceived when he arrived in Africa, where 
he was informed of their fubmiflion to his rival. This 
account fo tranfported him with rage, that he was hardly prevented from killing himfelf; but at length, 
at the entreaty of his friends, he returned to Alexan- 
dria. Cleopatra, however, feemed to retain that forti- 
tude in her misfortunes, which had utterly abandoned 
her admirer. Having amafled confiderable riches, by 
means of confifcations and other a£ls of violence, flie formed a very Angular and unheard of projeft : this 
was, to convey her whole fleet over the ifthmus of Suez 
into the Red Sea, and thereby fave herfelf in another 
region, beyond the reach of Rome, with all her trea- 
fures. Some of her veflels were a&ually tranfported 
thither, purfuant to her orders; but the Arabians ha- ving burnt them, and Antony difl'uading her from the 
defign,(he abandoned it for the more improbable fcheme of defending Egypt againft the conqueror. She omit- 
ted nothing in her power to put this advice in praftice, 

h 6 and 
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nnd made all kinds of preparations for war, at leafi: 1 

hoping thereby to obtain better terms from Auguftus. * 
In fatt, (he had always loved Antony’s fortunes rather j 
than his perfon ; and if fhe could have fallen upon 1 anytnethod of faving herfelf, though even at his ex- \ 
penfe, there is no doubt but (he would have embraced * 
it with gladnefs. She even dill had feme hopes from i 
the power of her charms, though (lie was arrived al- ; 
mod at the age of forty, and was defirous of trying ; 

upon Augudus thofe arts which had been fo fuccefsful 
with the greated men of Rome. Thus, in three em- 
baffies, which were fent one after another from Antony ' 
to Augudus in Afia, the queen had always her fecret 
agents charged with particular propofals in her name. ! Antony defired no more than that his life might be 
fpared, and to have liberty of palling the remainder of 
his days in ebfeurity. To thefe propofals Augudus made no reply. Cleopatra fent him alfo public propo- 
fals in favour of her children; but at the fame time pri- 
vately refigned him her crown, with all the enfigns of royalty. To the queen’s public propofal no anfwer was 
given ; to her private offer he replied, by giving her 
nffurances of his favour, in cafe die fent away Antony, 
or put him to death. Thefe negotiations were not lb 
private, but they came to the knowledge of Antony, whofe jealoufy and rage every occurrence now contri- 
buted to heighten. He built a fmall folitary houfe up- 
on a mole of the fea, and there Ihut himfelf up, a prey 
to all thofe paffions that are the tormentors of unfuc- cefsfhl tyranny. There he paffed his time, dimming 
•all commerce with mankind, and profeiling to imitate 
Timon the man-hater. However, his furious jealoufy 
drove him even from this retreat into fociety; for hear- 
ing that Cleopatra had many fecret conferences with 
one Thyrfus, an emifiary from Auguftus, he feized up- on him ; and having ordered him to be cruelly fcour- 
ged, he fent him back to his patron. At the fame time 
lie fent letters by him, importing, that he had chaftifed 
Thyrfus for infulting a man in misfortunes; but withal 
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he gave Augullus permiffion to avenge himfelf, by fcourging Hiparchus, Antony’s freed man, in the fame 
manner. The revenge in this cafe would have been 
highly pleafing to Antony, as Hiparchus had left him 
to join the fortunes of his more fuccefsful rival. Meanwhile the operations of the war were carried vi- 
gorouflyforward, and Egypt foon after became again the 
theatre of the contending armies of Rome. Callus, the 
lieutenant of Auguflus,tookParetonium, which opened 
the whole country to his incurfions. On the other fide, Antony, who had ftillconfiderable forces by fea and land, 
wanted to take that important place from the enemy. 
He therefore marched towards it, and flattered himfelf, 
that as foon as he fhould fhow himfelf to the legions 
which he had once commanded, the afte£Hon for their 
ancient general would revive. He approached, there- 
fore, and exhorted them to remember their former vows 
of fidelity. Callus, however, ordered all the trumpets 
to found, in order to hinder Antony from being heard, 
fo that he was obliged to retire. 

Auguftus himfelf was in the mean time advancing 
with another army before Pelufium, which, by its ftrong fituation,mighthave retardedhis progrefs for fome time. 
But the governor of the city, either wanting courage to 
defend it, or previoully inftrudfed by Cleopatra to give 
it up, permitted him to take pofleffion of the place; fo 
that Augudus had now no obitacle in his way to Alex- 
andria, whither he marched with all expedition. An- tony, upon his arrival, fallied to oppofe him, fighting 
with great defperation, and putting the enemy’s caval- 
ry to flight. This flight advantage once more revived 
his declining hopes ; and, being naturally vain, he re- 
entered Alexandria in triumph : J hen going, all armed 
as he was, to the palace, he embraced Cleopatra, and 
prefented her a foldier that had diftinguifiied himfelf in the late engagement. The queen rewarded him very 
magnificently, prefenting him with a head-piece and 
brcaft-plate cf gold. With thefe, however, the fol- 

dier 
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dier went off the next night to the other army, pru- 
dently refolving to fecure his riches by keeping on the 
ftrongeft fide. Antony could not bear this defe£Uon 
without frelh indignation : he refolved, therefore, to 
make a bold afpiring effort by fea and land, but pre- 
vioufly offered to fight his adverfary in fingle combat. 
Auguftus too well knew the inequality of their fitua- 
tions to comply with this forlorn offer; he only, there- 
fore, coolly replied, that Antony had ways enough to 
die befides by fingle combat. 

The day after, he ported the few troops he had re- 
maining upon a rifing ground near the city, from 
whence he fent orders to his gallies toengage the enemy. 
There he waited to be a fpe&ator of the combat; and at 
firft he had the fatisfattion to fee them advance in good 
order ; but his approbation was foon turned into rage, 
when he faw his fhips only faluting thofe of Auguftus, 
and both fleets uniting together, and failing back into 
the harbour. At the very fame time his cavalry deferted 
him. He tried, however, to lead on his infantry, which 
were eafily vanquifhed, and he himfelf compelled to re- 
turn into the town. His anger was now ungovernable. 
He could not help crying out aloud as he paffed, that 
he was betrayed by Cleopatra, and delivered by her to 
thofe who, for her fake alone, were his enemies. In 
thefe fufpicions he was not deceived; for it was by fe- 
cret orders from the queen that the fleet had parted 
over to the enemy. 

Cleopatra had for a long while dreaded the effefts 
of Antony’s jealoufy, and had fome time before pre- 
pared a method of obviating any fudden fallies it might 
produce. Near the temple of Ifis flic had eretted a 
building,which was feemingly defigned for a fepulchre. 
Hither fhe removed all her treafure and moft valuable 
effefts, covering them over with torches, faggots, and 
other combuftible matter. This fepulchre fhe defign- 
ed to anfwer a double purpofe, as well to fereen her 
from the fudden refentment of Antony, as to make 
Auguftus believe that ftie would burn all her treafures, 
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in cafe he refufed her proper terms of capitulation. 
Here, therefore, (he retired from Antony’s prefent fury, 
{hutting the gates, which were fortified with bolts and 
bars of iron ; but in the mean time gave order that a 
report fhould be fpread of her death, which news foon 
reached Antony, and recalled all his former love and 
tendernefs. This poor wretch was now a being fubjeft 
to the guft of every paffion, and each of them in ex- 
treme. He now lamented her death with the fame vio- 
lence he had but a few minutes before feemed to de- 
fire it. “ Wretched man,” cried he to himfelf, “ what 
is there now worth living for, fince all that could footh 
or foften my cares is departed ! O Cleopatra, continued 
he, being got to his chamber, our reparation does not fo much affli£f me, as the difgrace I fuffer in permitting 
a woman to inftrutt me in the ways of dying.” He called one of his freed men, named Eros, whom he had 
engaged by oath to kill him whenever fortune {hould 
drive him to this laft refource. Eros being command- 
ed to perform his promife, this faithful follower drew the fword as if going to execute his orders; but, turn- 
ing his face, plunged it into his own bofom, and died 
at his mafter’s feet. Antony for a while hung over his 
faithful fervant, and, commending his fidelity, took up 
the fword, with which ftabbing himfelf in the belly, he 
fell backward upon a little couch. Though the wound 
was mortal, yet the blood Hopping, he recovered his fpi- 
rits, and earneftly conjured thofe who were come into the room to put an end to his life, but they all fled, be- ing feized with fright and horror. He therefore conti- 
nued in this manner for fome time, Hill crying out and 
writhing with pain, till he was informed by one of the 
queen’s fecretaries, that his miftrefs was ftill alive. He then earneftly defired to be carried to the place where 
{he was. They accordingly brought him to the gate 
of the fepulchre; but Cleopatra, who would not permit it to be opened, appeared at the window, and threw 
down cords, with which with fome difficulty they pull- 
ed him up. They gently laid him on a couch, where 

{he 
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flie gave way to her forrow, tearing her clothes, beat- 
ing her breaft, and kifling the wound of which he was 
dying. Antony entreated her to moderate the tranf- 
ports of her grief, atked for wine, and exhorting her 
not to lament for his misfortunes, but to congratulate 
him upon his former felicity, to confider him as one 
who had lived the moft powerful of men, and at laft 1 

died by the hand of a Roman. Juft; as he had done 
fpeaking, he expired, and Proculus made his appear- 
ance by command of Augultus, who had been informed 
of Antony’s defperate conduct. He was fent to try all 
means of getting Cleopatra into his power. Auguftus 
having a double motive for his folicitude on this occa- 
fion ; one, to prevent her deftroying the treafures (he ' 
had taken with her into the tomb; the other, to. 
prefervo her perfon as an ornament to grace his tri- 
umph. Cleopatra, however, was upon her guard, and 
would" not confer with Proculus, except through the 3 
gate, which was very well fecured. In the mean time ! 
Callus, one of Auguftus’s foldiers, entered with two , 
more by the window at which Antony had been drawn : up ; upon which Cleopatra, perceiving what had hap- 
pened, drew a poignard, and attempted to ftab herfelf, i 
but was prevented. 

Auguftus was extremely pleafed at finding her in his 
power : he fent Epaphroditus to bring her to his pa- 
lace, and to watch her with the utmoft circumfpedtion. 1 
He was likewife ordered to ufe her in every refpefb ^ 
with that deference and fubmiflion which were due to 4 
her rank, and to do every thing in his power to render ‘j her captivity agreeable. She was permitted to have j 
the honour of granting Antony the rites of burial, and i 
furniihed with every thing five defired, that wras beco- ; ming his dignity to receive, or her love to offer. Yet ftill 'j 
flie languilhed under her new confinement; her excef- ' 
five forrow, her many Ioffes, and the blows Ihe had given 
her bofom, produced a fever, which fhe feemed willing 
to increafe. She refolved to abllain from taking any 
nouriflunent, under the pretence of a regimen neceffary for ; 
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for her diforder: but Auguftus, being made acquainted 
with the real motive by her phyfician, began to threat- 
en her with regard to her children, in cafe (lie perfifted. In the mean time, Augudus made his entry into 
Alexandria, taking care to mitigate the fears of the in- 
habitants, by converfing familiarly as he went along with Arcus, a philofopher, and a native of the place. 
The citizens, however, trembled at his approach ; and when he placed himfelf upon the tribunal, they prof- 
trated themfelvcs with their faces to the ground before 
him, like criminals who waited the fentence of their exe- 
cution. Auguftus prefently ordered them to rife, tell- 
ing them, that three motives induced him to pardon 
them. His refpe£t for Alexander, who was the foun- 
der of their city, his admiration of its beauty, and his 
friendfhip for Areus, their fellow-citizen. Two only of 
particular note were put to death upon this occafion ; 
Antony’s eldeft fon Antyllus, and Caefario, the fon of 
Julius Csefar, both betrayed into his hands by their 
refpe&ive tutors, who themfelves fuffered for their 
perfidy fhortly after. As for the reft of Cleopatra’s children, he treated them with great gentlenefs, leaving 
them to the care of thofe who were entrufted with 
their education, who had orders to provide them with 
every thing fuitable to their birth. As for her, when 
(he was recovered from her late indifpofition, he came 
to vifit herin perfon; (he received him lying on a couch 
in a carelefs manner; and, upon his entering the apart- 
ment, rofe up to proftrate herfelf before him. She was 
drefied in nothing elfe but a loofe robe. Her misfor- 
tunes had given an air of feverity to her features, her hair was diflievelled, her voice trembling, her com- 
plexion pale, and her eyes red with weeping •, yet ftill her natural beauty feemed to gleam through the dif- 
trefs that furrounded her ; and the graces of her mo- tion, and the alluring foftnefs of her looks, ftill bore 
teftimony to the former power of her charms. Auguf- tus raifed her with his ufual complaifance, and defiring 
her to fit, placed himfelf befide her. Cleopatra had 
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been prepared for this interview, and made ufe of every ■ 
method fhe could think of to propitiate the conqueror. 
She tried apologies, entreaties, and allurements, to ob» 
tain his favour, and foften his refentments. She began, 
by attempting to juftify her conduft ; but when her art 
and Ikill failed againft manifelt proofs, flie turned her ; 
defence into fupplications. She talked of Caefar’s hu- * 
manity to thofe in diftrefs ; fhe read fome of his letters 
to her, full of tendernefs, and enlarged upon the long I 
intimacy that had pafied between them: “ But of what 
fervice,” cried (he, “ are now all his benefits to me 1 
Why could I not die with him ! Yet he ftill lives; me- 
thinks I fee him ftill before me ; he revives in you.” 
Auguftus was no ftranger to this method of addrefs but he remained firm againft all attacks, anfwering al- 
ways with a cold indifference, which obliged her to give her attempts a different turn. She now addreffed his 
avarice, prefenting him with an inventory of her trea- 
fure and jewels. This gave occafion to a very fingular 
fcene, which fhows, that the little decorums of breeding 
were then by no means fo carefully attended to as at 
prefent. One of her ftewards having alleged that the 
inventory was defeftive, and that fhe had fecreted a part 
of her effe£b, fhe fell into a violent paflion, ftarted from 
her couch, and catching him by the hair, gave him fe- 
veral blows on the face. Auguftus fmiled at her in- 
dignation, and leading her to the couch, defired her to 
be pacified. To this fhe replied, that fhe could not bear 
being infulted in the prefence of one whom fhe fo high- 
ly efteemed. “ And fuppofing,” cried fhe, “ that I 
have fecreted a few trifles, am I to blame, when they 
are referved not for myfelf, but for Livia and O&avia, 
whom I hope to make my interceffors with you !” 
This excufe, which intimated a defire of living, was not difagreeable to Auguftus, who politely affured her, that 
flie was at liberty to keep whatever fhe had referved, 
and that in every thing fhe would be indulged to the 
height of her expectations. He then took leave and de^ 
parted, imagining he had reconciled her to life, and to 



EMPIRE OF ROME. i8? 
the indignity of being (hown in the intended triumph 
which he was preparing for his return to Rome: but in 
this he was deceived. Cleopatra all this time had kept a correfpondence with Dolabelia, a young Roman of 
high birth, in the camp of Auguftus, who perhaps from 
companion, or ftronger motives, was interefted in her 
misfortunes: by him (he was fecretly informed, that Au- 
guftus determined to fend her off in three days, toge- ther with her children, to Rome, to grace his trium- 
phant entry. She now, therefore, determined upon dy- ing: (he now threw herfelf upon Antony’s coffin, be- 
wailing her captivity, and renewed her proteftations not 
to furvive him. Having bathed, and ordered a fumptu- 
ous banquet, (he attired herfelf in the moft fplendid 
manner. She then feafted as ufual, and foon after or- 
dered all but her two attendants, Charmion and Iras, to leave the room. Then having previoufly ordered an 
afp to be fecretly conveyed to her in a balket of fruit, 
(he fent a letter to Auguftus, informing him of her fa- tal purpofe, and defiring to be buried in the fame tomb 
with Antony. Auguftus, upon receiving the letter, 
inftantly difpatched meflengers to ftop her intentions, 
but they arrived too late. Upon entering the chamber, they beheld Cleopatra lying dead upon a gilded couch, 
arrayed in her royal robes. Near her Iras, one of her faithful attendants, was ftretched lifelefs at the feet of her miftrefs; and Charmion herfelf, almoft expi- 
ring, was fettling the diadem upon Cleopatra’s head. 
“ Alas !” cried one of the mefl'engers, “ was this well 
done, Charmion ?” “ Yes,” replied fhe, “it is well done; fuch a death becomes a glorious queen defcended 
from a race of noble anceftors.” On pronouncing 
thefe words, (he fell down, and died with her much 
loved miftrefs. 

CHAP. 



THE HISTORY OF THE 
CHAP. XXII. 

From the Beginning of the Reign of Augustus, to the 
Death of Pomitian, the lajl of the Twelve Gesars. : 
BY the death of Antony, Auguftus was now be-,] 

come matter of the Roman empire. He foon after i returned to Rome in triumph, where, by fumptuous 
feafts and magnificent fnows, he began to obliterate the 
imprefiions of his former cruelty, and from thence for- j ■ward refolved to /ecure, by his clemency, a throne, the i 
foundations of which were laid in blood. He was now i 
at the head of the moft: extenfive empire that mankind 
had ever concurred in obeying. The former fpirit of the, 
Romans, and thofe charafteriftic marks that dittinguifli- 
ed them from others, were totally loft. The city was now inhabited by a concourfe from all the countries of j 
the world, and being confcquently divefted of all jult 
patriotic principles, perhaps a monarchy was the beft , 
form of government that could be found to unite its ! 

members. However, it was very remarkable, that during ' thefe long contentions among themfelves, and thefe hor- ! 
rid devaftations by civil war, the ftate was daily growing | 
more formidable and powerful, and completed the de- 
ftru&ion of all the kings who prefumed to oppofe it. 

His firft care was to allure himfelf of the friends of I Antony; to which end he publicly reported, that lie I 
had burnt all Antony’s letters and papers without read- j 
ing them, convinced, that while any thought themfelves 
fufpe&ed, they would be fearful of even offering him ; their friendlhip. 

As he. had gained the kingdom by his army, fo alfo 
he refolved to govern it by the fenate. This body, ' 
though greatly fallen from their ancient fplendour, he 
knew to be the beft ordered, and moft capable of wif- 
dom and juftice. To thefe, therefore, he gave the chief power in the adminiftration of his government, while 
he ftill kept the people and the army fteadfaft to tyim by 
donatives and adts of favour. By thefe means alb the odium 



EMPIRE OF ROME. 189 
odium of juftice fell upon the fenate, and all the popu- 
larity of pardon was folely his own. Thus reftoring to 
the fenate their ancient fplendour,and difcountenancing 
all corruption, he pretended toreferve tohimfelf a very moderate (hare of authority, which none could refufe 
him, namely, an abfolute power to compel all ranks of 
the ftate to do their duty. This in fa£l was referving 
abfolute dominion in his own hands; but the mifguided 
people began to look upon his moderation with aftonilh- ment; they confidered themfelves as reftored to their 
former freedom, except in the capacity of promoting 
fedition ; and the fenate fuppofed their power re-etta- 
blifhed in all things but their tendency to injuftice. It 
was even faid, that the Romans, by fuch a government, loft nothing of the happinefs that liberty could produce, 
and were exempt from all the misfortunes it could oc- 
cafion. This obfervation might have fame truth under 
fuch a monarch as Auguftus now feemed to be ; but 
they were taught to change their fentiments under his 
fucceflbrs, when they found themfelves afflidled with all the punilhments that tyranny could inflict, or fedition 
make neceflary. 

After having eftablilhed this admirable order, Auguf- 
tus found himfelf agitated by different inclinations, and confidered a long time whether he fhould keep the em- 
pire, or reftore the people to their ancient liberty. But 
he adopted the advice of Maecenas, who defired him to 
continue in power, and was afterwards fwayed by him not only in this.inftance, but on every other occafion. 
By the inftnnfUons of that minifter, he became gentle, 
affable, and humane. By his advice it was, that he en- 
couraged men of learning, and gave therrt much of his time and his friendfliip. They in their turn relieved his 
moft anxious hours, and circulated his praife through 
the empire. 

Thus, having given peace and happinefs to the em- pire, and being convinced of the attachment of all the 
orders of the ftate to his perfon, he refolved upon im- 
preffing the people with an idea of his magnanimity al- 

fo. 
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fo. This was nothing lefs than making a {how of re- 
figning his authority; wherefore, having previoufly in- 
ftrufted his creatures in the fenate how to aft, he ad- 
drefled them in a ftudied fpeech, importing the difficulty 
of governing fo extenfive an empire, a taflc which 
he faid none but the immortal gods were equal to. He 
modeftly urged his own inability, though impelled by 
every motive to undertake it; and then, with a degree 
of fceming generofity, freely gave up all power which, 
as he obferved, his arms had gained, and the fenate had 
confirmed.—This power he repeatedly offered to re- ftore, giving them to underhand, that the true fpirit of 
the Romans was not loft in him. This fpeech operated 
upon the fenate varioufly, as they were more or lefs in 
the fecret; many believed the fmcerity of his profeffions, 
and therefore regarded his conduft as an aft of heroifm, 
unequalled by any thing that had hitherto appeared in 
Rome : others equally ignorant of his motives, dif- 
trufted in his defigns. Some there were, who, having 
greatly fuffered during the late popular commotions, 
were fearful of having them renewed ; but the majority, 
who were entirely devoted to his intereft, and inftruft- 
ed by his minifters, frequently attempted to interrupt 
him while fptaking, and received his propofal with pre- 
tended indignation. Thefe unanimoufly befought him 
not to refign the adminiftration ; but, upon his conti- 
nuing to decline their requeft, they in a manner com- 
pelled him to comply. However, that his perfon might 
be in greater fecurity, they immediately decreed the 
pay of his guard to be doubled. On the other hand, 
that he might feem to make feme conceffions on his 
fide, he permitted the fenate to govern the weak inter- 
nal provinces of the empire, while the moft powerful provinces, and thofe that required the greateft armies for 
their defence, were taken entirely under his own com- 
mand. Over thefe he affumed the government but for 
ten years, leaving the people ftill in hopes of regaining 
their ancient freedom, but at the fame time laying his meafures 
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meafures fo well, that his government was renewed 
every ten years till his death. 

This fliow of a rcfignatkm only ferved to confirm him in the empire and the hearts of the people. New 
honours were heaped upon him. He was then firft 
called Auguftus, a name I have hitherta ufed, as that 
by which he is bed known in hiftory. A laurel was 
ordered to be planted at his gates. His houfe was call- 
ed the palace, to diftinguilh it from that of ordinary ci- tizens. He was confirmed in the title of father of his 
country, and his perfon declared facred and inviolable. 
In fliort, flattery feemed on the rack to find out new 
modes of pleafing him; but though he defpifed the 
arts of the fenate, he permitted their homage, welt knowing, that among mankind, titles produce a refpeft 
which enforces authority. 

Upon entering into his tenth confulfhip, the fenate, 
by oath, approved of all his a£b, and fet him wholly above the power of the laws. They fome time after 
offered to fwear not only to all the laws he had made, 
but fuch as he fhould make for the future. It was then cuftomary with fathers upon their death-beds to 
command their children to carry oblation^ to the 
capitol, with this infcription, that, at the day of their death, they left Auguftus in health. It was determined 
that no man fhould be put to death on fuch days as the 
emperor entered the city. Upon a dearth of provifions, 
the people in a body entreated him to accept of the 
diclatorfhip; but though he undertook to be procu- 
rator of the provifions, he would by no means accept of the title of dictator, which had been abolifhed by a 
law made when Antony was conful. 

This accumulation of titles and employments did not in the lead diminifh his affiduity in filling the duties 
of each. Several very wholefome edi&s were palled by his command, tending to fupprefs corruption in the 
fenate, and licentioufnefs in the people. He ordained 
that none fhould exhibit a (how of gladiators without 
orders from the fenate, and no oftener than twice a- 

year; 
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year; nor with more than an hundred and twenty at a 
time. This law was extremely neceflary at fo cor- 
rupt a period of the empire, when whole armies of thefe 
unfortunate men were brought at once upon the ftage, 
and compelled to fight, often till one half of them 
were flain. It had been ufual alfo with the knights, 
and fome women of the firft diftintlion, to exhibit 
themfelves as dancers upon the theatre : he ordered, 
that not only they, but their children and grand-chil- 
dren, fhould be reftrained from fuch exercifes for the 
future. He fined many that had refufed to marry at a certain age, and rewarded fuch as had many chil- 
dren. He ordained that virgins Ihould not be mar- 
ried till twelve years of age, and permitted any perfon 
to kill an adulterer taken in the aft. He enafted, that 
the fenators fhould be always held in great reverence, 
adding to their authority what he had taken from their 
power. He made a law that no man fhould have the 
freedom of the city, without a previous examination 
into his merit and charafter. He appointed new rules and limits to the manumiflion of flaves, and was him- 
felf very ftrift in the obfervance of them. With re- 
gard to players, of whom he was very fond, he feverely 
examined their morals, not allowing the leaft licen- 
tioufnefs in their lives, nor indecency in their aftions. Though he encouraged the athletic exercifes, yet he 
would not permit women to be prefent at them, hold- 
ing it unbecoming the modefty of the fex to be fpec- 
tators of thofe fports which were performed by naked men. In order to prevent bribery in fuing for offices, 
he took confiderable fums of money from the candi- 
dates by way of pledge ; and if any indireft praftices 
were proved againft them, they were obliged to forfeit 
all. Slaves had been hitherto difallowed to confefs any 
thing againft their mafters; but he abolifhed the prac- 
tice, and firft fold the flave to another, which altering 
the property, his examination became free. Thefe, 
and many other laws, all tending to reform vice, or 
deter from crimes, gave the manners of the people an- other 
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other complexion *, fo that the rough character of the 
Roman was now foftened into that of the refined ci- 
tizen. 

Indeed, his own example tended a good deal to hu- 
manize his fellow-citizens ; for, being placed above all 
equality, he had nothing to fear from condefcenfion ) 
wherefore he was familiar with all, and fufFered himfclf 
to be reprimanded with the moft patient humility. 
Though he was, by the. fingle authority of his Ration, 
capable of condemning or acquitting whomfoever he 
thought proper, yet he gave the laws their proper 
courfe, and even fometimes pleaded for thofe he defined 
to proteft. Thus Primius, the governor of Macedo- 
nia, having a day affigned him, for having made war 
upon the Odrifii, a neighbouring Rate, as he laid, by 
the command of AuguRus, the latter denied the charge. ■Upon which the advocate for Primius defined to know, 
with an infolentair, what brought AuguRus into court, 
or who had fent for him ? To this the emperor fubmif- 
fively replied, “ The commonwealth an anfwer which 
greatly pleafed the people. Upon another occafion, 
one of his veteran foldiers entreated his proteftion in a 
certain caufe ; but AuguRus taking little notice of his 
requeR, defined him to apply to an advocate. “ Ah ! (replied the foldier), it was not by proxy that I ferved 
you at the battle of Adtium.” This reply pleafed Au- 
guRus fo much, that he pleaded his caufe in perfon, and gained it for him. He was extremely affable, and re- 
turned the falutations of the meantR perfons. One 
day a perfon prefented him a petition, but with fo 
much awe, that AuguRus was difpleafed with his mean- 
nefs. 11 What, friend (cried he), you feem as if you were offering fomething to an elephant, and not to a 
man: be bolder.” One day as he was fitting on the 
tribunal in judgement, Maecenas, perceiving by his tem- per that he was inclined to be fevere, attempted to 
fpeak to him ; but not being able to get up to the tri- bunal for the crowd, he threw a paper into his lap, on 
which was written, “ Arife executioner.” AuguRus 

1 read 
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read it without any difpleafure, and immediately rifing,. 
pardoned thofe whom he was difpofed to condemn. But 
what mod of all (bowed a total alteration in his difpofi- ' 
tion, was his treatment of Cornelius Cinna, Pompey’s 
grandfon. This nobleman hadentered into avery dange- 
rous confpiracy againft him; but the plot was difcovered 
before it was ripe for execution. Auguftusforfometime debated with himfelf how to a£l; but at laft his clemen- 
cy prevailed : he therefore fent for thofe who were 
guilty,and, after reprimanding them, difmifled them all. 
But he was refolved to mortify Cinna by the greatnefs 
of his generofity ; for adrefling him in particular, “ I 
have twice (fays he) given you your life, firft as an enemy, now as a confpirator ; I now give you the con- 
fulfhip : let us therefore be friends for the future ; and 
let us only contend in {bowing whether my confidence, 
or your fidelity, {hall be vi£lorious.” This generofity, 
which the emperor very happily timed, had fo good an 
effe£f, that, from that inftant, ail confpiracies ceafed 
againft him. 

In the pra&ice of fuch virtues as thefe he pafled'a 
long reign of above forty years, in which the happinefs 
of the people feemed to confpire with his own, not but 
that there were wars in the diftant provinces of the em- 
pire during almoft the whole reign, but they were ra- 
ther the quelling of infurreclions, than the extending 
of dominions : for he had made it a rule to carry on 
no operations, in which ambition, and not the fafety of 
the ftate, was concerned. In fail he feemed the firft 
Roman who aimed at gaining a character by the arts 
of peace alone, and who obtained the affections of the foldiers, without any military talents of his own. Ne- 
verthelefs, the Roman arms under his lieutenants were 
crowned with fuccefs. The Cantabrians in Spain, who 
had revolted, were more than once quelled by Tiberius, 
his ftepfon: Agrippa, his fon-in-law, and ^SliusLama, 
who followed them to their inacceflible mountains,there blocked them up, and compelled them by famine to fur- 
render at diferetion. The Germans alfo gave feme un- eafinefs, 



EMPIRE OF ROME. >95 
eafinefs, by their repeated incurfions into the territoiies of Gaul, but were reprefled by Lollius. The Rhetians 
were conquered by Drufus, the brother of Tiberius. 
The Befli and Sialatae, barbarous nations, making an 
irruption into Thrace, were overthrown by Pifo, go- 
vernor of Pamphylia, who gained triumphal honours. 
The Dacians were repreffed with more than one defeat: 
the Armenians alfo were brought into due fubjeolion. 
by Caius, his grandfon. The Getulians in Africa took 
up arms, but were fubdued by the conful, Caius Cof- 
fus, who thence received the furname of Getulicus. A dangerous war alfo was carried on againft the Dal- 
matians and Pannonians, who, having acquired great ftrength by the continuance of a long peace, gathered 
an army of two hundred thoufand foot, and nine thou- 
fand horfe, threatening Rome itfelf with deftru&ion. 
Levies were therefore made in Italy with the utmoft 
expedition: the veteran troops were recalled from all 
parts, and Auguftus went to Arminium for the greater 
convenience of giving his direftions. And indeed, 
though perfonal valour was by no means his mod fhi- ning ornament, yet no man could give wifer orders upon 
every emergency, or go with greater difpatch into all 
parts of his dominions than he. This war continued near three years, being principally managed by Tibe- 
rius and Germanicus; the latter of whom gained great reputation againft thefe fierce and barbarous multitudes. 
Upon their reduction, Bato their leader, being fummon- ed before the tribunal of Tiberius, and being demanded 
how he could offer to revolt againft the power of 
Rome, the bold barbarian replied, “ That the Ro- 
mans, and not he, were the aggreffors, fince they had fent, inftead of dogs and fhepherds to fecure their 
flocks, only wolves and bears to devour them.” But 
the war, which was moft fatal to the Ro* TT p man interefts during this reign, was that ’ 752* 
which was managed by Quimdius Varus. This gene- ral invading the territories of the Germans, was indu- 
ced to follow the enemy among their forefts and marfhes 

> * with 
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with his army in feparate bodies: there he was at- . 
tacked by night, and entirely cut off, with his whole \ 
army. Thefe were the befl; and choiceft legions of ■ 
the whole empire, either for valour, difcipline, or ex- • 
petience. The affliftion from this defeat feemed to fink 
very deep upon the mind of Auguftus. He was often 
heard to cry out in a tone of anguifh, “ Quintilius Va» 
rus, reftore me my legionsand fome hiftorians pre- 
tend to fay, that he never after recovered the former ] 
ferenity of his temper. 

But he had fome uneafinefs of a domeftic nature in 
his own family that contributed to diftrefs him ; he 
had married Livia, the wife of Tiberius Nero, by the 
confent of her hufband, at a time ihe was fix months 
gone with child. This was an imperious woman, and, 
confcious of being beloved, {he controuled him ever af- 
ter at her pleafure* She had two fons by her former hufband, Tiberius the elder, whom {he greatly loved; 
and Drufus, who was born three months after fhe had 
been married to Auguft us, and who was thought to be 
his. own fon. The eldefl: of thefe, Tiberius, whom he 
afterwards adopted, and who fucceeded him in the 
empire, was a good general, but of a fufpicious and ob- 
ftinate temper; fo that though he was ferviceable to 
Auguftus in his foreign wars, yet he gave him but 
little quiet at home. He was at lafl: obliged to go into 
exile for five years to the ifland of Rhodes, where he 
ghiefly fpent his time in a retired manner, converfing 
with the Greeks, and addi£l:inghimfelf to literature; of which, however, he mside aftci wards but a had ufe. 
Drufus, the fon of Livia, died in his return from an ex- 
pedition againft the Germans, leaving Auguftus incon- 
folable for his lofs. But his greateft afflidion was the 
condud of his daughter Julia, whom he had by Scribo- 
nia his former wife. Tins woman, w'hom he married 
to his general Agrippa, and after his death to Tibe- rius, fet no bounds to her lewdnefs. Not contented 
with enjoying her pleafures, {he feemed alfp earneft in 
procuring the infamy of her proftitutioas. Auguftus 



»97 EMPIRE* OF ROME. 
for a long time would not believe the accounts he 

( daily heard of her conduct, but at laft could not help 
' obferving them. He found (he was arrived at that ex- 

cels of wantonnefs and prodigality, that (he had her 
nofturnal appointments in the moft public parts of the 
city; the very court where her father prefided not be- 

! ing exempt from her debaucheries. He at firft had 
thoughts of putting her to death ; but, after fome con- 

i fideration, he bani(hed her to Pandatarra, forbidding 
i her the ufe of wine, and all fuch delicacies as could in- 
! flame her vicious inclinations,: he ordered alfo that no> 1 perfbns (hould come near her without his own permif- 
| flon, and fent her mother Scribonia with her to bear her | company. Afterwards, whenever any attempted to in- 
! tercede for Julia, his anfwer was, “ That fire and wa- 
| ter (hould fooner unite, than he with her.’* When fome 

perfons one day were more than ufually urgent with him in her favour, he was driven to fuch an extremity 
[ of paflion, as to wilh chat they might have fuch a daugh- j ter. However, (he had two fons by Agrippa, named 
' Caius and Lucius, from whom great expe£lations were 
\ formed ; but they died when fcarcely arrived at man’s eltate *, Lucius about five years after his father, at Mar- 

feilles, and Caius, two years after. Auguftus having now, in a great meafure, furvived all his contempora- 
ries, at length, in the feventy-fourth year of his age, be- gan to think of retiring from the fatigues of (fate, and 
in fome meafure of conilituting Tiberius, his fon-in-law by Livia, his fucceflbr in his ufual employments. He 
defired the fenate to falute him no longer at the palace 
according to cuflom ; nor to take it amifs, if, for the fu- 
ture,he could not converfe withthem asformerly. From that time Tiberius was joined in the go- ^ q . , 

‘ vernmentoftheprovinceswithhim,andm- ‘ ’ 7 * veiled with almoft the fame authority. However Auguf- tus could not entirely forfake the adminiftration of the 
(late, which habit had mixed with his fatisfa&lon ; he 
(lill continued a watchful guardian of its intereft, and 
(howed hhnfelf to the laft a lover of his people. Find- 

J 3 ing 
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ing it now therefore very inconvenient to come to the 
fenate by reafon of his age, he defired to have twenty 
privy counfellors affigned him for a year : and it was 
decreed, that whatever meafures were refolved upon by 
them, together with the confuls, they Ihould have en- tirely the force of a law. He feemed in fome meafure 
apprehenfive of his approaching end, for he made his will, and delivered it to the veftal virgins. He then fo- 
lemnifed the cenfus or numbering the people, whom 
lie found to amount to four millions, one hundred and 
tlurty-feven thoufand; which {hows Rome to have been 
equal to four of the greateft cities of modern times. 
While thefe ceremonies were performing by a mighty concourfe of people in the Campus Martius, it is faid 
that an eagle flew round the emperor feveral times, and 
dire&ing its flight to a neighbouring temple, perched 
over the name of Agrippa, which was by the augurs 
conceived to portend the death of the emperor. Shortly 
after, having accompanied Tiberius in his march into Illyria, as far as Beneventum, he was then taken ill of a 
diarrhoea. Returning therefore from thence, he came to 
Nola, near Capua, and there finding himfelf dangeroufly 
ill, he fcnt for Tiberius, with the reft of his moft inti- 
mate friends and acquaintances. A few hours before 
his death, he ordered a looking glafs to be brought, and his hair to be adjufted with more than ufual care. He 
then addrefled his friends, whom he beheld furrounding 
his bed, and defired to know whether he had properly played his part in life; to which being anfwered in the 
aflirmative, he cried out with his laft breath, “ Then 
give me your applaufe;” and thus, in the feventy-fixth 
year of his age, after reigning forty-one, he expired in 
the arms of Livia, bidding her remember their mar- 
riage, and farewell. The death of the emperor, when known, caufed inex- 
preflible grief throughout the whole Roman empire ; it 
was even fuppofed that his wife Livia had fome hand 
in haftening it, willing to procure the fucceflion more 
fpeedily for her fon. However this be, {he took care for 
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for fome time to keep it concealed, having guarded all 
the pafiages to the palace; fometimes giving out that he was recovered, and pretending a relapfe. At length, 
having fettled the fucceffion to her mind, Ihe publilhcd 
the emperor’s death, and at the fame time the. adoption 
of Tiberius to the empire. The emperor’s funeral was performed with great magnificence. The fenators be- 
ing in their places, Tiberius, on whom the care was de- 
volved, began a confolatory oration to them ; but fud- 
denly (topped in the beginning of his fpeech, as unable 
to reftrain the violence of his forrow; and, inftead of 
continuing, gave his notes to Drufus his fon, who read them to the fenate. After this, one of the late empe- 
ror’s freed men publicly read his will in the fenate-houfe, 
wherein he made Tiberius and Livia his heirs; and by 
that, Livia was like wife adopted into the Julian family, 
and honoured with the name of Augufta. Befides his 
will, four other writings of his were produced. One in 
which he had left inftrudtions concerning his funeral ; 
another, containing an enumeration of his feveral ex- 
ploits; a third, comprifing an account of the provinces, forces, and revenues of the empire ; and the fourth, a 
fchedule of diredlions to Tiberius for governing the 
empire. Among thefe it was found to be his opinion, 
that no man, how great a favourite foever he might be, 
fliould be entrufted with too much authority, left it 
fhould induce him to turn tyrant. Another maxim was, 

i that none fliould defire to enlarge the empire, which was 
j already preferved with difficulty. Thus he feemed ftu- dious of ferving his country to the very laft, and the forrow of the people feemed equal to his affiduity. It 

was decreed that all the women fhould mourn for the whole year. Temples were erefted to him ; divine ho- 
nours were allowed him ; and one Numericus Atticus, a fenator, willing to convert the adulation of the times 
to his own benefit, received a large fum of money for 
fwearing that he faw him afcending into heaven ; fo that no doubt remained among the people concerning 
his divinity. 

4 Such 
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Such were the honours paid to Auguftus, whofe 

power began in the daughter, and terminated in the 
happihefs of his fubje£ls; fo that it was faid of him, 
“ That it had been good for mankind if he had never 
been born, or if he had never died.” It is very pro- 
bable that the cruelties exercifed in his triumvirate 
were fuggefted by his colleagues; or perhaps he thought, 
in the cafe of Caefar’s death, that revenge was virtue. 
Certain it is, that thefe feverities were in fome meafure 
neceffary to reftore public tranquillity; for, until the 
Roman fpirit was entirely eradicated, no monarchy 
could be fecure. He gave the government an air fuited 
to the difpofition of the times; he indulged his fubjeds 
in the pride of feeing the appearance of a republic, 
while he made them really happy in the effcds of a 
molt abfolute monarchy, guided by the moll confum- 
mate prudence. In this laft virtue he feems to have 
excelled moft monarchs; and indeed, could we feparate 
Odavius from Auguftus, he would be one of the moft 
faultlefs princes in hiftory. 

Tiberius was fifty-fix years old when he 
U. C. 765. took upon him the government of the Ro- 
A. D. 15. man empire. He had long lived in a pro- found ftate of dilfimulation under Auguf- 
tus, and was not yet hardy enough to dhow himfelf in 
his real charader. In the beginning of his reign nothing 
appeared but prudence, generofity, and clemency. But 
the fuccefles of Germanicus, his nephew, over the Ger- 
mans, firft brought his natural difpofitions to light, and difcovered the malignity of his mind without difguife. 
He foon, therefore, began to confult on the moft fpe- 
cious means of humbling the popularity of Germanicus, 
and removing this objed of his fufpicions. For this purpofe, he difpatched Pifo to Germanicus, a perfon of 
a furious and headftrong temper, and, in every refped, 
fit to execute thofe fatal purpofes for which he was de- iigned. His inftrudions were, to oppofe Germanicus 
upon every occafion, and to excite all the hatred againft 
him which, without fufpicion, he could, and even pro- cure 
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cure His death, if any opportunity (hould offer. This 
agent fucceeded ; Germanicus died foon after ; and, as 
it was univerfally believed, by poifon. 

Having now no objeft of jealoufy to keep him in 
awe, he began to pull off the malk entirely, and appear more in his natural chara&er than before. In the be- 
ginning of his cruelties, he took into his confidence Se- 
janus, a Roman knight, who found out the method of 
gaining his confidence by the mod refined degree of 
diflimulation, being an overmatch for his mafter in his 
own arts. It is not well known whether he was the 
advifer of all the cruelties that enfued foon after ; but 
certain it is, that, from the beginning of his miniftry, 
Tiberius feemed to become more fatally fufpicious. 

Sejanus began by ufing all his arts to perfuade Ti- 
berius to retire to fome agreeable retreat remote from 
Rome. By this he expe&ed many advantages, fince there could be no accefs to the emperor but by him. 
The emperor, either prevailed upon by his perfuafions, or purfutng the natural turn of his temper, which led 
to indolence and debauchery, in the twelfth year of his 

I reign, left Rome, and went into Campania, under pre* 
tence of dedicating temples to Jupiter and Augultus, 

S Still growing weary of places where mankind might fol- 
low him with their complaints and diftreffes, he with- 
drew himfelf into that mod delightful ifland of Caprea, 
three miles from the continent, and oppofrte Naples. Buried in this retreat, he gave himfelf up to his aban- 
doned pleafures, quite regardlefs of the miferies of his 
fubjedls. in fad it had been happy for mankindliad he given up 
his fufpicions, when he declined the fatigues of reigning, and religned the will to do harm when he diveded him- 
felf of the power of doing good. But, from the time of 
his retreat, he became more cruel, and Sejanus always 
endeavoured to increafe his didruds. Secret fpies and in- 
formers were placed in all parts of the city, who convert- ed the mod harmlefs a&ions into fubjeds of offence, 

in confequence of this, Nero and Hrufus, the chil- 
i 5 dren 
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dren of Germanicus, were declared enerpies to the ftate, 
and afterwards ftarved to death in prifon ; while Agrip- 
pina, their mother, was fent intobanifhment. Sabinus, 
.Afinius Gallus, and Syriacus, were, upon flight preten- 
ces, condemned and executed. In this manner Sejanus proceeded, removing all who flood between him and 
the empire, and every day increafing in confidence 
with Tiberius, and power with the fenate. The num- 
ber of his flames exceeded even thofe of the emperor : 
people fwore by his fortune in the fame manner as they 
would have done had he been a£lually upon the throne : 
and he was more dreaded than even the tyrant who ac- tually enjoyed the empire. But the rapidity of his rife 
feemed only preparatory to the greatnefs of his down- 
fal. All we know of his firft difgrace with the em- peror is, that Satrius Secundus was the man who had 
the boldnefs to accufe him of treafon ; and Antonia, 
the mother of Germanicus, fcconded the accufation. 
The fenate, who Had long been jealous of his power, 
and dreaded his cruelty, immediately took this oppor- tunity of going beyond the orders of Tiberius, and, in- 
flead of fentencing him to imprifonment, they directed 
his execution. As he was conducting to his fate, the 
people loaded him with infult and execration. He was 
purfued with farcaftic reproaches; his flatues were 
inflantly thrown down, and he himfelf fhonly after 
flrangled by the executioner, 

His death only lighted up the emperor’s rage for farther executions. Plancina, the wife of Pifo, Sextus 
Veflilius, Vefcularius, Atticus, and Julius Mirinus, 
were executed by his command, for being attached to 
Sejanus. He began to grow weary of particular exe- 
cutipns, and gave orders that all the accufed fliould be 
put to death together, without farther examination. The whole city was filled with flaughter and mourning. 
When one Carnulius had killed himfelf to avoid the 
torture: “ Ah (cried Tiberius), how has that man 
been able to efcape me !” When a prifoner earneftly 
entreated that he would not defire his death: “ No 

(cried 
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(cried the tyrant), I am not fufficiently your friend to Ihorten your torments. 

In this manner he lived, odious to all the world, and 
troublefome to himfelf; an enemy to the lives of others, and a tormentor of his own. At length, in the twenty- 
fecond year of his reign, he began to feel the approaches 
of his difiblution, and all his appetites totally to forfake 
him. He now, therefore, found it was time to think of 
a fucceflbr.and at length fixed upon CaiusCaligula, wil- 
ling, perhaps, by the enormity of Caligula’s conduct, 
with which he was well acquainted, to cover the me- 
mory of his own. 

Still, however, he feemed willing to avoid his end, 
and llrove by change of place to put off the inquietude 
of his own refie£lions. He left his favourite ifland, and 
went upon the continent; and at laft fixed at the pro- 
montory of Mifenum, in a houfe that formerly had be- 
longed to Lucullus. It was there that he fell into fuch 
faintings, as all believed were fatal. Caligula, fuppofing 
him actually dead, caufed himfelf to be acknowledged 
by the praetorian foldiers, and went forth from the em- 
peror’s apartment, amidft the applaufes of the multi- tude, when all of a fudden he was informed that the 
emperor was recovered, that he had begun to fpeak, 
and defired to eat. This unexpe&ed account filled the 
whole court with terror and alarm ; every one who had 
before been earneft in teftifying their joy, now re-affu- 
med their pretended forrow, and left the new emperor 
through a feigned folieitude for the fate of the old. 
Caligula feemed thunderftruck ; he preferved a gloomy 
filence, expelling nothing but death, inftead of the em- 
pire at which he had afpired. Macro, however, who was 
hardened in crimes, ordered that the dying emperor 
fhould be difpatched, by fmothering him with pillows, or, as others will have it, by U. C. 790. 
poifon. In this manner Tiberius died, in A. D. 39. 
the feventy-eighth year of his age, after 
reigning twenty.two. 

It was in the eighteenth year of this monarch’s reign 
1 6 that 
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that ChriR was crucified, as if the univerfal depravity 
of mankind wanted no lefs a facrifice than that of God 
himfelf to reclaim them. Shortly after his death, Pi- 
late wrote to Tiberius an account of his paffion, refur- 
re&ion, and miracles ; upon which the emperor made 
a report of the whole to the fenate, defiring that Chrift 
might be accounted a god by the Romans. But the 
fenate, being difpleafed that the propofal had not come 
firlt from themfelves, refufed to allow his apotheofis, 
alleging an ancient law, which gave them the fuperin- 
tendence in all matters of religion. They even went 
fo far as, by an edi£l:, to command that all Chriftians 
ihould leave the city ; but Tiberius, by another edi&, 
threatened death to all fuch as fhould accufe them ; by 
which means they continued unmolefted during the reft 
of his reign. 

All the enormities of Caligula were concealed in the 
beginning of his reign. But it had been happy for 
him and the empire had fuch a beginning been as ftre- 
nuoufly maintained. In lefs than eight months all ap- 
pearance of moderation and clemency vanifhed ; while 
furious paflions, unexampled avarice, and capricious 
cruelty, began to take their turn in his mind. Pride,' impiety, lull, avarice, and all in the extreme, were every 
moment brought forward. 

His pride firft began, by affiiming to himfelf the title of ruler, which was ufually granted only to kings. He 
would alfo have taken the crown and diadem, had he 
not been advifed that he was already fuperior to all 
the monarchs of the world. Not long after he afi'umed divine honours, and gave himfelf the names of fuch 
divinities as he thought moft: agreeable to his nature. 
For this purpofe, he caufed the heads of the ftatues of 
Jupiter and fome other gods to be ftruck oft', and his own to be put in their places. He frequently feated 
himfelf between Caltor and Pollux, and ordained, that 
all who came to their temple to worlhip Ihould pay 
their adorations only to him. However, fuch was the 
extravagant inconftancy of this unaccountable idiot, 
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that he changed his divinity as often as he changed his 
clothes ; being at one time a male deity, at another a female ; fometimes Jupiter or Mars, and not unfre- 
quently Venus or Diana. He even built and dedicated 
a temple to his own divinity, in which his ftatue of 
gold was every day drefled in fimilar robes to thofe 
which he himfelf wore, and was worlhipped by crowds 
of adorers. His priefts were numerous ; the facrifices made to him were of the moft exquifite delicacies that 
could be procured, and the dignity of the priefthood 
was fought by the mod opulent men in the city. How- 
ever, he admitted his wife and his horfe to that ho- 
nour; and, to give a finifliing ftroke to his abfurdities, he became a pried to himfelf. His method of afluming 
the manners of a deity was not lefs ridiculous : He of- 
ten went out in the full moon, and courted it in the dyle 
of a lover. He often invited it to his bed to tade the 
pleafure of his embraces. He employed many in- 
ventions to imitate thunder, and would frequently defy 
Jupiter, crying out with a fpeech of Homer, “ Do you 
conquer me, or I will conquer you.” He frequently 
pretended to converfe in whifpers with the datue of Ju- 
piter, and ufually feemed angry at its replies, threat- 
ening to fend it packing into Greece. Sometimes, 
however, he would aflume a better temper, and feem- 
ed contented that they two fhould dwell together in 
amity. 

Of all his vices, his prodigality was the mod remark- 
able, and that which in fome meafure gave rife to the 
red. The luxuries of former emperors were fimplicity 
itfelf, when compared to thofe which he praftifed. He contrived new ways of bathing, where the riched oils, 
and mod precious perfumes, were exhauded with the 
utmod profufion. Hefoundout dirties of immenfe value,! 
and had even jewels, as yve are told, diffolved among 
his fauces. He fometimes had fervices of pure gold 
prefented before his gueds indead of meat, obferving, 
that a man fhould be an economid or an emperor. 

'I he expenfive manner in which'he maintained his 
horfe 
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horfe will give feme idea of his domeftic economy. He 
built it a liable of marble, and a manger of ivory. 
Whenever this animal, which he called Incitatus, was 
to run, he placed fentinels near its liable the night pre- 
ceding, to prevent its llumbers from being broken. He 
appointed it an houfe, furniture, and a kitchen, in order 
to treat all its vilitors with proper refpett. The empe- 
ror fometimes invited Incitatus to his own table, pre- 
fented it with gilt oats, and wine in a golden cup. 
He often fwore by the fafety of his horfe ; and, it is 
faid, he would have appointed it to the confullhip, had 
not his death prevented it. 

His impiety was but fubordinate to his cruelties. 
He flew many of the fenate, and afterwards cited them 
to appear as if they had killed themfelves. He call 
great numbers of old and infirm men, and poor decrepid 
houfekeepers, to wild bealls, to free the Hate from fuch 
unferviceable citizens. He ufually fed his wild beafts 
with the bodies of thofe wretches whom he condemned, 
and every tenth day fent off numbers of them to be thus 
devoured, which he jocofely called clearing his ac- 
counts. One of thofe who was thus expofed, crying 
out that he was innocent, Caligula ordered his tongue 
to be cut out, and then thrown into the amphitheatre as 
before. He took delight in killing men with flow tor- 
tures, that, as he expreffed it, they might feel themfelves 
dying; being always prefent at fuch executions him- 
felf, direfting the duration of the punilhment, and miti- 
gating the tortures, merely to prolong them. In fa£t, 
he valued himfelf for no quality more than this unre- 
lenting temper, and inflexible feverity, which he pre- 
ferved while prefiding at an execution. At one time, 
being incenfed with the citizens of Rome, he wilhed 
that all the Roman people had but one neck, that he 
might difpatch them at one blow. 

Such infupportable and capricious cruelties produced 
many fecret confpiracies againll him ; but thefe were for a while deferred, upon account of his intended ex- 
pedition againll the Germans and Briton?, which he 
r undertook 
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undertook in the third year of his reign. For this pur- 
pofe he caufed numerous levies to be made 
in all parts of the empire, and talked with U.C. 793. 
fo much refolution, that it was univerfally A. D. 41. 
believed he would conquer all before him. 
His march perfettly indicated the inequality of his tem- 
per : fometimes it was fo rapid, that the cohorts were 
obliged to leave their flandards behind them ; at other 
times it was fo flow, that it more refembled a pompous 
proceflion than a military expedition. In this difpofition 
he would caufe himfelf to be carried on eight men’s 
flioulders,and ordered all the neighbouring cities to have 
their ftreets well fwept and watered to defend him from 
the dull. However, all thefe mighty preparations end- 
ed in nothing. Inftead of conquering Britain, he only 
gave refuge to one of its baniflied princes ; and this he 
defcribed in his letter to the fenate as taking pofieffion 
of the whole ifland. Inftead of conquering Germany, 
he only led his army to the fea-fliore in Batavia. There, 
difpoftng his engines and warlike machines with great 
folemnity, and drawing up his men in order of battle, 
he went on board his galley, with which coafting along, 
he commanded his trumpets to found, and the fignal to 
be given as if for an engagement; upon which his men, 
having had previous orders, immediately fell t© gather- 
ing the fliells that lay upon the fliore into their helmets, 
terming them the fpoils of the conquered ocean, worthy 
of the palace and the capitol. After this doughty ex- 
pedition, calling his army together as a general after 
vitftory, he harangued them in a pompous manner, and 
highly extolled their achievements ; and then diftribu- 
ting money among them, difmiffed them with orders to 
be joyful, and congratulated them upon their riches. 
But that iuch exploits ftiould not pafs without a memo- 
rial, he caufed a lofty tower to be ere&ed by the fta- 
fide, and ordered the gallies in which he had put to fea 
to be conveyed to Rome in a great meafure by land. 

Caflius Cherea, tribune of the praetorian bands, was the perfon who at laft freed the world of this tyrant. 
Btfldes 
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Befides the motives which he had in common with other men, hd had received repeated infults from Cali- 
gula, who took all occafions of turning him to ridicule, 
and impeaching him of cowardice, merely becaufe he 
happened to have an efFeminate voice. Whenever Che- rea came to demand the watchword from the emperor 
according to cuftom, he always either gave him Venus, 
Adonis, or fome fuch implying effeminacy and foftnefs. 
He therefore fecretly imparted his defigns to feveral fe- 
nators and knights, whom he knew to have received per- 
fonal injuries from Caligula; among whom was Valerius 
Afiaticus, whofe wife the emperor had debauched. An- 
niusVinicianus alfo was defirous of engaging in the firfl: 
defign that offered. Befides thefe, were Clemens the 
pnefeft, and Califlus, whofe riches made him obnoxious 
to the tyrant’s refentment. 

While thefe were deliberating upon the moft certain 
and fpeedy method of deftroying the tyrant, an unex- pected incident gave new flrength to the confpiracy. 
Pompedius, a fenator of diftinCtion, having been accu- 
fed before the emperor of having fpolcen of him with 
difrefpeCt, the informer cited one Quintilia, an aftrefs, 
to confirm his accufation. Quintilia, however, was pof- 
fefled of a degree of fortitude not eafily found even in 
the other fex. She denied the fa£t with obftinacy ; 
and being put to the torture at the informer’s requelt, 
(lie bore the fevereft torments of the rack with un- 
fhaken conftancy. But what is mod remarkable of her re* 
folution, that though fhe was acquainted with all the par- 
ticulars of the confpiracy, and although Cherea was the 
perfon appointed to prefide at her torture, fhe revealed 
nothing : on the contrary, when fhe was led to the rack, 
(lie trode upon the toe of one of'the confpirators, inti- mating at once her knowledge of the confederacy, and 
her own refolution not to divulge it. In this manner fhe 
fuffered until all her limbs were diflocated ; and in that 
deplorable date was prefented to the emperor, who or- 
dered her a gratuity for what die had fuffered. Cherea 
could no longer contain his indignation at being thus made 
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made the inftrument of a tyrant’s cruelty. After fe- I'eral deliberations with the confpirators, it was at laft 
refolved to attack him during the continuance of the 
Palatine games, which lafted four days; and to ftrike 
the blow when his guards fhould have the leaft oppor- 
tunity to defend him. In confequence of this, the 
three firft days of the games pafled without affording 
any opportunity. Cherea now, therefore, began to 
apprehend, that deferring the time of the confpiracy 
might be a means to divulge it; he even began to dread 
that the honour of killing the tyrant might fall to the 
lot of fome other perfon more bold than himfelf. 
Wherefore he at lalt refolved to defer the execution of 
his plot only to the day following, when Caligula fhould pafs through a private gallery to fome baths not 
far diftant from the palace. 

The laft day of the games was more fplendid than 
the reft, and Caligula feemed more fprightly and con- 
defeending than ufual. He took great amufement in 
feeing the people fcramble for the fruits and other ra- 
rities, thrown by his order among them, and feemed no 
way apprehenfive of the plot formed for his deftrmSUon. 
In the mean time, the confpiracy began to tranfpire; and 
had he had any friends left, it could not have failed of 
being difeovered. A fenator who was prefent, alking one 
of his acquaintance if he had heard any thing new; the 
other replying in the negative, “ Then you mult know 
(fays he), that this day will be repreftnted the death of 
a tyrant.” The other immediately underftood him, but defired him to be more cautious how he divulged a fe- 
cret of fo much importance. The confpirators waited 
a great part of the day with the moft extreme anxiety; and at one time Caligula feemed refolved to fpend the 
whole day without any refrelhment. This unexpedled 
delay entirely exafperated Cherea; and had he not been 
reftrained, he would have gone and perpetrated his de- fign in the midft of all the people. Juft at that inftant, 
while he was yet hefitating what he Ihould do, Afpre- 
nas, one of the confpirators, perfuaded Caligula to go 

to 
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to the bath, and take feme flight refrefhment, in order 
to enjoy the reft of the entertainment with greater re- 
Hftn The emperor therefore rifing up, the confpirators 
ufed every precaution to keep off the throng, and to 
t'urround him under pretence of greater affiduity. And 
thefe, upon his entering into a little vaulted gallery 
that led from the theatre to the bath, refolved to dif- 
patch him. Cherea firft ftruck him to the ground with 
his dagger, crying out, “ Tyrant, think upon this.” ! 
Immediately after the other confpirators rufiied in : ; and, while the emperor continued to refill, crying out 
that he was not yet dead, they difpatched him with 
thirty wounds. Such was the merited death of Caius 
Caligula, in the twenty-ninth year of his age, after a fhort reign of three years, ten months, and eight days. 
It will be unneceffary to add any thing more to his cha- 
rafter, than what Seneca fays of him, namely, that na- 
ture feemed to have brought him forth, to Ihow what 
was poflible to be produced from the greateft vice, fup- 
ported by the greateft authority. 

As foon as the death of Caligula was made public, 
U C *7 ^ Pro^uccd tbe greateft confufion in all 
A D Parts confp>ratorsJ w^° 4 ’ only aimed at deftroying a tyrant, without 
attending to a fucceffor, had all fought fafety, by reti- 
ring to private places. Some foldiers, happening to run 
about the palace, difeovered Claudius, Caligula’s uncle, 
lurking in a fecret place, where he had hid himfelf 
through fear. Of this perfonage, who had hitherto been defpifed for his imbecility, they refolved to make 
an emperor ; and accordingly carried him upon their 
(boulders to the camp, where they proclaimed him, at a time he expelled nothing but death, and the fenate 
confirmed their choice. 

Claudius was now fifty years old when he began to reign. The complicated difeafes of his infancy had in 
fome meafure affe&ed all the faculties both of his body 
and mind. He was continued in a Rate of pupilage much 
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much longer than was ufual at that time, and feemed 
in every part of life incapable of conducing himfelf. 

The commencement of his reign, as it was with all 
the other bad emperors, gave the moft promifing hopes of an happy continuance. He began by paffing an a£t 
of oblivion for all former words and actions, and difan- 
nulled all the cruel edi£h of Caligula. He {bowed him- 
felf more moderate than his predeceflbrs with regard to titles and honours. He forbade all perfons, upon fevere 
penalties, to facrifice to him, as they had done to Caligu- la. He was affiduous in hearing and examining com- 
plaints, and frequently adminiftered juftice in perfon, 
tempering, by his mildnefs, the feverity of ftrift juftice. 

To his folicitude for the internal advantages of the ftate, he added that of a watchful guardianftiip over the 
provinces. He reftored Judea to Herod Agrippa, which Caligula had taken from Herod Antipas, his 
uncle, the man who had put John the Baptift to death, 
and who was baniflied by order of the prefent emperor. 
Claudius alfo reftored fuch princes to their kingdoms 
as had been unjuftly difpoirdTed by his predeceflbrs, but deprived the Lycians and Rhodians of their liberty, 
for having promoted infurre&ions, and crucified fome 
citizens of Rome. He even undertook to gratify the people by foreign 
conqueft. The Britons, who had for near an hundred 
years been left in the foie pofleflion of their own ifland, began to fetk the mediarion of Rome to quell their in- 
teftine commotions. The principal man who defired to fubjeft his native country to the Roman dominion, was 
one Bercius, who, by many arguments, perfuaded the 
emperor to make a defeent upon the ifland, magnifying the advantages that would attend the conqueft of it. In 
purfuance of his advice, therefore, Plautius the praetor, 
was ordered to pafs over into Gaul, and make prepara- 
tions for this great expedition. At firft, indeed, his fol- diers feemed backward to embark, declaring that they were unwilling to make war beyond the limits of the 
world, for fo they judged Britain to be. However, they 

were 
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were at laft perftiaded to go; and the Britons, under the ;' 
conduit of their king Cynobelinus, were feveral times ' 
overthrown. 

Thefe fuccefles foon after induced Claudius to go : 
j-j ^ into Britain in perfon, upon pretence that , 

* the natives were {till feditious, and had not " 
delivered up fome Roman fugitives who had taken 
{helter among them. However, this expedition feemed 
rather calculated for fhow than fervice : The time he i 
continued in Britain, which was in all but fixteen days, 
was more taken up in receiving homage than extending 
his conquefts. " Great rejoicings were made upon his i 
return to Rome ; the fenate decreed him a fplendid i 
triumph, triumphal arches were erefted to his honour, ] 
and annual games inftituted to commemorate his vi£to- ; 
ries. In the mean time, the war was vigoroufly profe- : 
cuted by Plautius, and his lieutenant Vefpafian, who, 
according to Suetonius, fought thirty battles with the 
enemy, and by that means reduced a part of the ifland 
into the form of a Roman province. However, this 
war broke out afreih under the government of Oltorius, . -p. _ who fucceeded Plautius. The Britons,either 

’ ■51* defpifing him for want of experience, or 
hoping to gain advantages over a perfon newly come to 
command, rofe up in arms, and difclaimed the Reman 
power. The Icini, the Cangi, and the Brigantes, made 
a powerful refiftance, though they were at length over- come ; but the Silures, or inhabitants of South Wales, 
under their king Cara£lacus, were the molt formidable 
opponents the Roman generalshad ever yet encountered. 
This brave barbarian not only made a gallant defence, 
but often feemed to claim a doubtful viftory. He, with 
great condu£f,removed the feat of war into the mod in- 
acceffible parts of the country, and for nine years kept 
the Romans in continual alarm. 

This general, however, upon the approach of Ollori- 
us, finding himfelf obliged to come to a decifive engage- ment, addrefied his countrymen with calm refolution, 
telling them, that this battle would either eftabliih their liberty 
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liberty, or confirm their fervitude: that they ought 
to remember the bravery of their anceftprs, by whofe va- 
lour they were delivered from taxes and tributes, and 
that this was the time to (how themfelves equal to their 
progenitors. Nothing, however, that undifciplined va- 
lour could perform, could avail againft the conduft cf 
the Roman legions. After an obftinate fight, the Bri- 
tons were entirely routed: the wife and daughter of Ca- 
ra&acus were taken prifoners; and he himfelf, feeking 
refuge from Cartifmandua, queen of the Brigantes, 
was treacheroufly delivered upto the conquerors. When 
he was brought to Rome, nothing could exceed the cu- 
riofity of the people to behold a man who h^d for fo 
many years braved the power of the empire. On his 
part he teftified no marks of bafe deje&ion ; but as he 
was led through the ftreets, happening to obferve the 
fplendour of every objett around him : “ Alas (cried 
he), how is it pofiible that people, pofiefled of fuch mag- 
nificence at home, could think of envying Caraftacus an humble cottage in Britain !” When he was brought 
before the emperor, while the other captives fued for pity with the moll abjeft lamentations, Caradlacus 
Rood before the tribunal with an intrepid air, and Teem- 
ed rather willing to accept of pardon, than meanly fe- 
licitous of fuing for it. “ If (cried he towards the end 
of his fpeech) I had yielded immediately, and without 

| oppofition, neither my fortune would have been remark- ! able, nor your glory memorable; you would have cea- ; fed to be victorious, and I had been forgotten. If now, 
: therefore, ye fpare my life, I (hall continue a perpetual 

example of your clemency.” Claudius had a generofity to pardon him : and Oftorius was decreed a triumph, 
which, however, he did not live to enjoy. 

Claudius gave, in the beginning of his reign, the higheft hopes of an happy continuance : but he foon 
began to lefien his cares for the public, and to commit 
to his favourites all the concerns of the empire. This 
weak prince had from his infancy been in a Hate of pu- 
pilage ; and now when called to govetn, he was unable 

to 
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to a& but under the direftion of others. The chief of 
his inftruftors, was his wife Meflalina, whofe name is 
almoft become a common appellation for women of 
abandoned chara&ers. By her was Claudius urged on to commit cruelties, 
which he confidered only as wholefome feverities, while j 
her debaucheries became every day more notorious, and her lewdnefs exceeded what had ever been feen in Rome. 
Her crimes and enormities, however, being at length 
difcovered, {he, together with her paramour, Caius Si- 
lius, fuffered that death they fo juftly defcrved. 

Claudius took for his fecond wife Agrippina, the daughter of his brother Germanicus, a woman of a 
cruel and ambitious fpirit. Her whole aim being to pro- 
cure the fucceffion for Nero her fon, by a former mar- 
riage, (he treated Claudius with fuch haughtinefs, that ; 
he was heard to declare, when heated with wine, that 
it was his fate to fuffer the diforders of his wives, and 
to be their executioner. I his expreffion funk deep on 
her r iind, and engaged all her faculties to prevent the 
blow She therefore refolved not to defer a crime which 
ftie had meditated a long time before, which was to poi- 
fon him.—She for fome time, however, debated with 
herfelf in what manner fhe fhould adminifter the poifon, 
as (he feared too ftrong a doze would difcover her 
treachery, and one too weak might fail of its efFe£I. At 
length flic determined upon a poifon of Angular efficacy, 
to deftroy his mtelleifts, and yet not fuddenly to termi- 
nate his life. As {he had been long converfant in this 
horrid practice, {he applied to a woman called Locufta, ii 
notorious for affilting on fuch occafions. The poifon was given the emperor among muffirooms, a diffi he was particularly fond of. Shortly after having eaten, he 
dropped down infenfible; but this caufed no alarm, as 
it was ufual with him to fit eating, till he had ftupified 
all his faculties, and was obliged to be carried off to his 
bed from the table. However, his conftitution feemed 
to overcome^the effects of the poifon, when Agrippina 
refolved to make fure of him; wherefore flic direiled a wretched 
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wretched phyfician, who was her creature, to thruft a 
poifoned feather down his throat, under pretence of 
making him vomit, and this difpatched him. 

Nero, though but feventeen years of pj £ "qt age, began his reign with the general ap- a'd" c? 
probationof mankind. He appeared juft, ' * 
liberal, and humane : when a warrant for the execution 
of a criminal was brought to him to be figned, he was 
heard to cry out, with feeming concern, “ Would to 
Heaven that I had never learned to write ?” 

But as he increafed in years, his crimes feemed to in- 
creafe in equal proportion. The execution of his own 
mother Agrippina was the firft alarming inftance he 
gave of his cruelty. Having attempted to get her 
drowned at fea, failing in this, he ordered her to be put to death in her palace; and coming in perfon to gaze 
upon the dead body, was heard to fay, that he never 
thought his mother had been fo handfome. All the bonds of virtue being thus broken down, Ne- 
ro now gave a loofe to his appetites, that were not only fordid but inhuman. There feemed an odd contrail in 
his difpofition; for while he pra£tifed cruelties, which were fufficient to make the mind fhudder with horror, 
he was fond of thofe amufing arts that foften and re- fine the heart. He was particularly addi&ed, even from 
childhood, to mufic, and not totally ignorant of poetry; 
bur chariot-driving was his favourite purfuit: and all thefe he frequently was feen to exhibit in public. But it had been happy for mankind had he confined 
himfelf to thefe, and, contented with being contemp- 
tible, fought not to become formidable alfo. His cruel- 
ties even outdid all his other extravagancies. He feem- ed even ftudious of finding out pleafures as well as 
crimes againft nature. Being attired in the habit of a wo- man, and covered with a yellow veil like a bride, he was 
wedded to one of his abominable companions, called 
Pythagoris, and again to his freed-man Deriphorus. On the other hand, that he might be every way deteftable, 
be became the hufband of a youth, named Sporus, whom 

he 
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he had previoufly deprived of the marks of virility. A 
great part of the city of Rome was confumed by fire in his time; and moft hiftorians afcribe the conflagra- 
tion to him. It is faid, that he flood upon an high 
tower during the continuance of the flames, enjoying 
the fight, and repeating, in a player’s habit, and in a 
theatrical manner, fome verfes upon the deftru&ion of 
Troy. As a proof of his guilt upon this occafion, 
none were permitted to lend any afliftance toward ex- 
tinguifliing.the flames; and feveral perfons were feen 
fetting fire to the houfes, alleging that they had orders 
for £0. doing. However this be, the emperor ufed every 
art to throw the odium of fo deteftable an a£Iion from 
himfelf, and to fix it upon the Chriftians, who were at 
that time gaining ground in Rome. Nothing could 
be more dreadful than the perfecution raifed againft 
them upon this falfe accufation. Some were covered 
with the firins of wild beafts, and, in that figure, devour- 
ed by dogs. Some were crucified, and others burnt 
alive. “When the day was not fufficient for the tor- 
tures, the flames in which they perilhed (fays Tacitus) 
ferved to illuminate the night;” while Nero, drefled in 
the habit of a charioteer, regaled himfelf with their tor- 
tures from his gardens, and entertained the people at 
one time with their fufferings, at another with the games of the circus. In this perfecution St Paul was beheaded, 
and St Peter was crucified with his head downwards, 
which death he chofe, as being more dilhonourable than 
that of his divine Mailer. 

A confpiracy formed againft Nero by Pifo, a man of 
great power and integrity, which was prematurely dif- 
covered, opened a new train of fufpicion that deftroyed 
many of the principal families in Rome. The two 
moft remarkable perfonages that fell upon this occafion 
were Seneca the philofopher, and Lucan the poet, 
who was his nephew. Nero either having real tefti- mony againft him, or elfe hating him for his virtues, 
ftnt a tribune to Seneca, informing him, that he was 
fufpefted as an accomplice. The tribune found the phi- lofopher 
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lofopher at table with Paulina, his wife, and, informing 
him. of his bufinefs, Seneca replied, that his welfare de- 
pended upon no man ; that he had never been accuf* 
tomed to indulge the errors of the emperor, and would 
not do it now. When this anfwer was brought to Nero, 
he. demanded whether Seneca feemed afraid to die ; the tribune replying, that he did not appear in the lealt 
terrified; ‘‘ Then go to him again (cried the emperor), 
and give him my orders to die.” Accordingly he fent 
a centurion to Seneca, fignifying that it was the empe- 
ror’s pleafure that he (hould die. Seneca feemed no way difeompofed, and was not unmindful of his con- 
ftancy. He endeavoured to confole his wife for his lofs, 
and exhort her to a life of perfevering virtue. But fhe: 
feemed refolved on not furviving him, and prefled her 
reqUeft to die with'him fo earn ftly, that Seneca, who had long looked upon death as a benefit, at laft gave 
his confent, and the veins of both their arms were open- 
ed at the fame time. As- Seneca was old, and much 
enfeebled by the aufterities of his life, the blood flowed but flowly, fo that he caufed the veins of his legs and 
thighs to be opened alfo. His pains were long and vio- 
lent, but they were not capable of reprefling his forti- 
tude or his eloquence. He di£tated a difeourfe to two 
fecretaries, which was read with great avidity after his death by the people, but which has fince perilhed in the 
wreck of time. His agonies being now drawn out to a 
great length, he at lalt demanded poilon from his phy- fician ; but this alfo failed of its effedt, his body being 
already exhaufted, and incapable of exciting its opera- tion. He was from this carried into a warm bath, 
which only ferved to prolong his end ; at length, there- fore, he was put into a dry ftove, the vapour of which 1 quickly difpatched him. In the mean time his wife Pau- 
lina having fallen into a fwoon with the lofs of blood, 
had her arms bound up by her domeftics, and by this 
means furvived her hufband for fome years ■ but bv her condudl during the reft of her life, {he feemed always 
mindful of her own love and his example. 

K The:. 
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The death of Lucan was not lefs remarkable. The I 

veins of his arms being opened, after he had loft a great i 
quantity of blood, perceiving his hands and legs al- i 
ready dead, while the vital parts ftill continued warm 
and vigorous, he called to mind a defcription in his own 
poem of the Pharfalia, of a perfon dying in fimilar cir- , 
cumftances, and expired while he was repeating that ‘ 
beautiful paflage: 

NecJicut vulnere fanguis 
Emicuit lentus. Ruplis cad'it undique vemu 
 Pars ultima trunci 
Tradidit in ceetum vactfos vitalibui artus. . 
At tumidos qua puhno jacet qua vifcera fervent 
Haferunt ibi fata diu ; LuElataqiie multum 
Hac cum parte, viri vix omnia membra tulerunt. 

„ The death of Petronius about this time 
a ' n AeJ' ‘s t0° remarkable to be paffed over in fi-j ' ' lence. This perfon, whom many modern 1 
hiftorians fuppofe to be the author of a work of no great : 
merit, entitled Satyricon, which is ftill remaining, was j 
an Epicurean both in principal and pradice. In foluxu- | rious a court as that of Nero, he was particularly noted j 
for his refinements in luxury. He was accufed of being < 
privy to Pifo’s confpiracy, and committed to prifon. | 
Petroniu scould not endure the anxiety of fuipenfe, wherefore he refolved upon putting himfelf to death, j 
which he performed in a manner entirely fimilar to that \ 
in which he had lived. He opened his veins, and then 
clofed them as he thought leait painful, with the utmoft1 

cheerfulnefs and tranquillity. He converfed with his > 
friends, not upon maxims of philofophy or grave fub-‘ 
je&s, but upon fuch topics as had amufed his gayeft; 
revels. He liftened while they recited the lighteft' poems, and by no adion, no word, nor circumltance, * 
Ihewed the perplexity of a dying perfon. Shortly after 
him Numicius Thermus was put to death, as likewife 
Barta Soranus, and Paetus Thrafea. The deftroying 
the two Jaft, Tacitus calls an attack upon virtue itfelf., Thrafea ; 
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Thrafea died in the midft of his friends and philofo- phers, converfing and reafoning of the nature of the 
foul His wife, who was the daughter of the celebrated 
Arria, was defirous of following her mother’s example, 
but he diffuaded her from it. The death of the valiant 
Corbulo, who had gained Nero fo many vi&ories over 
the Parthians, followed next. Nor did the emprefsPop- 
pea herfelf cfcape, whom, in a fit of anger, he kicked 
when flic was pregnant, by which fhe mifcarried, and 
died. At length human nature grew weary of bearing 
her perfecutor, and the whole world feemed to roufe, as 
if by common confent, to rid the earth of a moufter. 

Sergius Galba, who was at that time governor of 
Spain, was remarkable for his wifdom in peace, and 
his courage in war : but as all talents under corrupt 
princes are dangerous, he, for fome years, had feemed 
willing to court obfeurity, giving himfelf up to an in- 
a£live life, and avoided all opportunity of fignalizing 
his valour. 

But, willing to rid his country of a monfter, he ac- 
cepted the invitation of Vindtx to march with an army 
towards Rome. The reputation of that general was 
fuch, that from the moment he declared againlt Nero, 
the tyrant confidered himfelf as undone. He received 
the account as he was at fupper, and, inftantly {truck 
with terror, overturned the table with his foot, break- 
ing two cryltal vafes of immenfe value. He then fell 
into a fwoon, from which, when he recovered, Ke tore his 
clothes, and {truck his head, crying out, “ i’hat he was 
utterly undone.” H: now therefore called for Loculta 
to furnilh him with poifon ; and thus prepared for the 
worft, he retired to the Servelian gardens, with a refo- 
lution of flying into Egypt. Being prevented in this, 
and the revolt becoming general, he went in perfon from houfe to houfe*, but all the doors were {hut againft: 
him, and none were found to anfwcr his inquiries. Be- 
ing now reduced to a ftatc of defperatioii, he defired 
that one of his favourite gladiators might come and 
difpatch him. j but even in this requeft there was none 

K 2 found 
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found to obey. “ Alas (cried he) have I neither friend : nor enemy !” And then running defperatcly forth, 
feemed refolved to plunge headlong into the Tyber. But J 

. juft then his-courage beginning to fail him, he made a 
fudden flop, as if willing to recolledt his reafon, and i 
afked for fome fecret place, where he might re-afliime 
his,courage, and meet death with becoming fortitude. 1 In this diftrefs, Phaon, one of his freed men, offered 
him his country houfe, about four miles diftant, w-here ! 

he might for fome time remain concealed. Nero ac- 
cepted his offer ; and, half drolled as he was, with his ; 
head covered, and hiding his face with his handkerchief, j 
he mounted on horfeback, attended by four of his do- j 
rr.eftics, of whom the wretched Sporus was one. His ] journey, though Ihort, was crowded with adventures, j 
An earthquake gave him the firft alarm. The .light- 
ning from heaven nextflalhed in his face. Round him 
he heard nothing but confufed noifes from the camp, ; 

and the cries of the foldiers, imprecating a thoufand \ evils upon his head. A paflenger meeting him on the 
way, cried, “ There go men in purfuit of Nero.” An- \ other alked him, if there were any news of Nero in the i 
city. His horfe taking fright at a dead body that lay i 
on the road, he dropped his handkerchief, and a fol- < 
dier who was near addreffed him by name. He now, 
therefore, quitted his horfe, and, forfaking the high- 
way, entered a thicket that led.towards the back part ; 
of Phabn’s houfe, through w'hich he crept, making 
the beft of his way among the reeds and brambles, with ; which the place was overgrown. During this interval, 
the fenate finding the prsetorian guards had taken '■ 
part with Gaiba, declared him emperor, and condemn- 
ed Nero to die, more majorumy that is, according to the ; rigour of the ancient laws. When he was told of the : refolution of the fenate againft him, he alked the mef- ' 
lenger what was meant by being punilhed according to 
the rigour of the aheient law ? To this he was an- fwered, That the criminal was to be {tripped naked, 
2iis head was to be fixed in a pillory, andin that pofture 
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he was to be fcourgefl to death. Ntrowas fo terrified 

j at this, that he feized two poignards which he had 
brought with him, and, examining their points, return- 
ed them to their {heaths, pretending that the fatal mo- 
ment was not yet arrived. He then defired Sporus to 

[ begin the lamentations which were ufed at funerals; I he next entreated, that fome of his attendants would 
j die, to give him courage by their example; and after- 

wards began to reproach his own cowardice, crying out, “ Does this become Nero ? is this trifling well timed ? 
Ho, no, let me be courageous.” In fadf, he had no 
time to fpare, for the foldiers, who had been fent in pur- 
fuif of him, were juft then approaching the houfe ; 
wherefore, hearing the found of the horfes feet, he fet 
a dagger to his throat, with which, by the afliftance of Epiphroditus, his freed man and fecretary, he gave 
himfelf a mortal wound. However, he was not yet 
quite dead, when one of the centurions entering the 
room, and pretending he came to his relief, attempted 

j to flop the blood with his cloke. But Nero, regarding 
him with a ftern countenance, faid, “ It is now too late. 
Is this your fidelity Upon which, with his eyes fixed, and frightfully {taring, he expired, even in death 
a ghaftly fpeiftacle of innoxious tyranny. 

Ele reigned thirteen years, feven months, and twen- 
ty-eight days, and died in the thirty-fecond year of his 
age- . Galba was feventytwoyears oldwhenhe U.C. 821. was declared emperor, and was then in A. D. 69. 
Spain with his legions However, he foon 
found that his being raifcd to the throne was but an 
inlet to new difquietudes. He feemed to have three objedts in view ; to curb the infolence of the foldiers, 
to punifh thofe vices which had come to an enormous 
height in the laft reign, and to replenilh the exchequer, 
which had been quite drained by the prodigality of his 
predeceflbrs. However, permitting himfelf to be go- 
verned by favourites, he at one time {hewed himfelf fe. 
vere and frugal, at another remifs and prodigal, con- 

K 3 demning 
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ctemning fome illuftrious perfons without any hearing, ; 
and pardoning others, though guihy. In confequence . 
of this, many feditions were kindled, and feveral fac- i 
tions promoted in different parts of the empire, but 
particularly in Germany. 

Galba being informed of thefe commotions, was fen- ; fible that, befide his age, he was lefs refpedlcd for want 
of an heir. He refolved, therefore, to put what he had 
formerly defigned in execution, and to adopt fome per- ; 

fon whofe virtues might deferve fuch advancement, and prote£l his declining age from danger. His favourites, . 
underftanding his determination, inftantly refolved on 
giving him an heir of their own choofing ; fo that there 
arofe a great contention among them upon this occa- \ 
fion. Otho made warm application for himfelf, alkd- 
ging the great fervices he had done the emperor, as being ; 

the firft man of note who came to His affiftance when i 
he had declared againft Nero. However, Galba being 
fully refolved to confult the public good alone, fejeited 
his fuit, and, on a day appointed, ordered Pifo Luci- 
nianus to attend him. The chara£Ier given by hifto- 
rians of Pifo is, that he was every way worthy of the 
honour defigned him. He was no way related to Gal- 
ba, and had no other intereft but merit to recommend 
him to his favour. Taking this youth, therefore, by 
the hand, in the prefence of his friends, he adopted 
him to fucceed in the empire, giving him the rnoft 
wholefome leflbns for guiding his future condudl. Pifo’s condufl {hewed that he was highly deferving this dif- 
tin&ion. In ail his deportment there appeared fuch ' 
modefly, firmnefs, and equality of mind, as befpoke 
him rather capable of difeharging, than ambitious of obtaining his prefent dignity. But the army and the 
fen ate did not feen\equally tlifinterefted upon this oc- 
rafion, and they had been fo long ufed to bribery and 
corruption, that they could now bear no emperor who 
was not in a capacity of fatisfying their avarice. The 
adoption, therefore, of Pifo, was but coldly received ; 
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for his virtues were no recommendation in a nation of univerfal depravity. 

Otho, who had long been a favourite of Galba, and 
hoping to be adopted his fuccdTor in the empire, find- 
ing his hopes difappointed, and ftill further (Umulated 
by the immenfe load of debt which he had contra&ed 
by his riotous way of living, refolved upon obtaining 
the empire by force, fince he could not by peaceable fucceffion. Having corrupted the fidelity of the fol- 
diers, he dole fecretly from the emperor while he was 
facrificing; and affemblingthe foldiers, in a (hortfpeech, 
urged the cruelties and the avarice of Galba. Finding 

i the inve&ives received with univtrfal (bouts by the 
j whole army, he entirely threw off the mafk, and 

avowed his intentions of dethroning him.. The fol- 
diers, being ripe for fedition, invmediately feconded 
his views; and, taking Otho upon their fhoulders, immediately declared him emperor; and, to ftrike the 
citizens with terror, carried him, with their fwords drawn, into the camp. 

Soon after, finding the emperor in fome meafure de- 
ferted by his adherents, the foldiers ruflied in upon him, 
trampling the crowds of people that then filled the fo- 
rum under foqt. Galba-, feeing them approach, feemed 
to recolle£l all his former fortitude j and bending his 
head forward, bid the affiffins ftrike it off, if it were 
for the good of the people. This was quickly per- 
formed ; and his head, being fet upon the point of a 
lance, was prcfcnted to Otho, whex ordered it to be 
contemptuoufty carried round the camp, his body re- maining unburied in the ftreets, till it was in- . „ . 
terred by one of his flaves. He died in the ' 
feventy-third year of his age, after a (hort reign of feven months; as illuftrious by his own virtues as it was 
contaminated by the vices of his favourites who (lured 
jn his downfall. 

Otho, who was now ckcled emperor, began his reign 
by a fignal inftance of clemency in pardoning Marius 
Celfus, who had been highly favoured by Galba; and, 

k. 4 not 
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not contented with barely forgiving, he advanced him ; to the higheft honours, affcrting, that “ fidelity de- : 
ferved every reward.” 

In the mean time, the legions in Lower Germany, • 
having been purchafed by the large gifts and fpecious i 
promifes of Vitellius, their general, were at length in- . 
duced to proclaim him emperor and, regardlefs of the < 
fenate, they declared that they had an equal right to { 
appoint to that high ftation with the cohorts at Rome. I 

Grho departed from Rome with all hafte to give Vi* | 
tellius battle. The army of Vitellius, which confifted of 
feventy.thoufand men, was commanded by his generals 
Valens and Cecinna, he himfelf remaining in Gaul, in 
ord<r to bring up the reft of his forces. Both fides , 
haftened to meet each other with fo much animofityand precipitation, that three confiderablebattles were fought 
in the fpace of three days ; one near Placentia, another 
near Cremona, and a third at a place called Gafto; in 
all which Otho and the Romans had the advantage. But thefe fucceffes were but of fhort lived continuance : 
for Valens and Cecinna, who had hitherto a£Ied fepa- lately, joining their forces, and reinforcing their armies 
with frefti fupplier, refolved to come to a general en- 
gagement. In this Otho’s forces were totally over- 
thrown ; and he killed himfelf fhortly after, having 
reigned three months and five days. 

Vitellius was immediately after declared emperor by 
. -p. the fenate, and received the marks of dif- '' tinclion-which were now appointed to fol- 

low the appointments of the ftrongeft fide. 
Upon his arrival at Rome, he entered the city, not 

as a place he came to govern with juftice, but as a town that was become his own by the laws of con- 
queft. Vitellius foon gave himfelf up to all kinds of luxury 
and profufenefs ; but gluttony was his favourite vice, 
fo that he brought himfelf to an habit of vomiting, in 
order to be able to renew his meals at pleafure. His 
entertainment?, though feldom at his own colt, were prodigioullp 
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prodigioufly expenfive ; he frequently invited himfelf 
to the tables of his fubje&s, breakfafling with one, 
dining with another, and fupping with a third, all in 
the fame day. By the continuance of fuch vices, added to enor- 
mous cruelties, he became not only a burden to himfelf, but odious to all mankind. Thus, having become in- 
fupportable to the inhabitants of Rome, the legions of 
the Eaft, who had at firft acquiefced in his dominion, 
began to revolt, and fhortly after unanimoufly refolved 
to make Vefpafian emperor. 

During the preparations againft him, Vitellius, though, 
buried in floth and luxury, was refolved to make an ef- 
fort to defend the empire; wherefore his chief com- 
manders, Valens and Cecinna, were ordered to make all poflible preparations to refift the invaders. The firlt 
army that entered Italy with an hoftile intention was 
under the command of Antonius Trimus, who was met by Cecinna near Cremona. A battle was expected to 
enfuc ; but a negotiation taking place, Cecinna was 
prevailed upon to change Tides, and declare for Vefpa- fian. His army, however, quickly repented of what 
they had done, and imprifoning their general, attacked 
Antonius, though without a leader. The engagement continued during the whole night; and in the morn- 
ing, after a fhort repaft, both armies engaged a fecond 
time ; when the foldiers of Antonius faluting the ri- fing fun, according to cuflom, the Vitellians, fuppo- 
fmgthat they had received new reinforcements, betook 
themfelves to flight, with the lofs of thirty thoufand 
men. 

In the mean time, Vitellius, who was wallowing in all 
kinds of luxury and excefs, made offers to Vefpafian of 
refigning the empire, provided his life were fpared, and 
a fufhcient revenue allotted for his fupport. In order 
to enforce this requeft, he iffued fiom his palace in 
deep mourning, with all his domeftics weeping round him. He then went to offer the fword of jultice to Ce- 
cilius the conful, which he refuflng, the abjed emperor K 5 prepared 
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prepared to laydown the enfigns of empire in the ’ 
aemple of Concord, but being interrupted by fome who ; 
tried out that he himfelf was Concord, he refolved, , 
upon fo weak an encouragement, ftill to maintain his j 
power, and immediately prepared for his defence. 

During this flu£tuationof counfd6,one Sabinus,who : 

had adviied Vitellius to refign, perceiving his defperate''" 
fituation, refolved, by a bold ftep, to oblige Vefpafian, 
and accordingly feized upon the capitol. But he wtis 
premature in his attempt; for the foldiers of Vitelliirs 
attacked him with great fury, and, prevailing by their 
numbers, foon laid that beautiful building in alhes. 
During this dreadful conflagration, Vitellius was feaft- 
ing in the palace of Tiberius, and beholding all the 
horrors of the aflault with great fatisfa£Uon. Sabinus 
was taken prifoner, and fbortly after executed by the 
emp ror’s command. Young Domitian, his nephew, 
who was afterwards emperor, efcaped by flight in the 
habit of a prieft, and all the reft who furvived the fire 
were put to the fword. 

But Antonius, Vefpafian’s commander, being arrived 
before the walls of the city, the forces of Vitellius re- 
lolvcd upon defending it to the utmoft extremity. It 
wai attacked on three (ides with the utmoft fury, while 
the army within, fallying upon the befiegers, defended 
5c“wnh equal obftinacy. The battle lafted a whole day, 
till at laft the befieged were driven into the city, and 
a dreadful {laughter made of them in all the ftreets, 
which they vainly attempted to defend. 

Vitellius was foon found hidden in an obfeure cor- 
3ier, from whence he was taken by a party of the con- quering foldiers. Still, however, willing to add a few 
hours more to his miferable life, he begged to be kept 
in prifon till the arrival of Vefpafian at Rome, pretend- ing that he had fecrets of importance to difeover. But 
his entreaties were vain ; the foldiers binding his hands 
behind him, and throwing an halter round his neck, led 
him along half naked into the public forum, upbraid- ing him as they proceeded with »U thofe bitter re- 

proaches 
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proaches their malice could fuggeft, or his own cruelty might deferve. At length, being come to the place of 
punilhment, they killed him with many blows; and then 
dragging the dead body through the ftreets with an 
hook, they threw it, with all poilible ignominy, into the 
river Tyber- Vefpafian was now declared emperor by the unani- 
mous confent both of the fenate and the ar- ^ „0 my, and dignified with all thofe titles Which ‘ ' ; ' 
now followed rather the power than the merit of thofe 
who were appointed to govern. Having continued fome months at Alexandria in 
Egypt, where, it is faid, he cured a blind and a lame 
man, by touching them, he fet out for Rome, giving 
his fon Titus the command of the army that was to lay 
fiege to Jerufalem, while he himfelfwent forward, and 
was met many miles from Rome by all the fenate, and 
near half of the inhabitants, who gave the fincereft tefti- 
moniesof their joy in having an emperor of fuch great 
and experienced virtues. Nor did he in the lead dif- 
appoint their expectations, being equally afliduous in 
rewarding merit, and pardoning his adverfaries, in re- 
forming the manners of the citizens, and fetting them 
the beft example in his own. In the mean time, Titus carried on the war againfl 
the Jews with vigour. This obltinate and infatuated 
people had long refolved to refill the Roman power, 
vainly hoping to find protection from Heaven, which their impieties had utterly offended. Their own hifto- 
rian reprefents them as arrived at the higheft pitch of 
iniquity, while famines, earthquakes, and prodigies, all 
confpired to prefage their approaching ruin. Nor was 
it fuflicient that heaven and earth feemed combined, 
againft them, they had the molt bitter difi'entions among 
themfelves, and were fplit into two parties, that robbed and deftroyed each other with impunity, ftill pillaging, and at the fame time boailing of their zeal for the re- 
ligion of their anceftors. 

At the head of one of thefe parties was an incendiary, 
K o whofe 
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whofe name was John. This fanatic affe&ed fovereign 
power, and filled the whole city of Jerufalem, and all 
the towns around, with tumult and pillage. In a Ihort 
time a new fa&ion arofe, headed by one Simon, who, 
gathering together multitudesof robbers and murderers, 
who had fled to the mountains, attacked many cities 
and towns, and reduced all Idumea into his power. Je- 
rufalem arlength became the theatre in which thefe two 
demagogues beg’an to exercife their mutual animofity ; John was pofiefled of the temple, while Simon was ad- 
mitted into the city, both equally enraged againft 
each other, while flaughter and devaftation follow- 
ed their pretenfions. Thus did a city, formerly cele- 
brated for peace and unity, become the feat of tumult 
and confulion. 

It was in this rhiferable condition that Titus began 
his operations within about fix furlongs of the city of 
Jerufalem, during the fealt of the paflbver, when the 
place was filled with an infinite multitude of people, 
who had come from all parts to celebrate that great fo- 
lemnity. The approach of the Romans produced a 
temporary reconciliation between the contending fac- 
tions within* the city; fo that they unanimoufly refolved 
to oppofe the common enemy firit,and then decide their 
ciomeftic quarrels at a more convenient feafon. Their 
•firlt fally, which was made with much fury and refolu- 
tion, put the btfiegers into great diforder, and obliged 
them to abandon their camp, and fly to the mountains. 
How'ever, rallying immediately after, the Jews were for- 
ced back into the city, while Titus in perfon (hewed 
iurprifing inftances of valour and conduft. 

Thefe advantages over the Romans only renewed in 
the befieged their defires of private revenge. A tumult 
enfued in the temple, in which feveral of both parties 
were flain ; and, in this manner, upon every rcmiffion 
from without, the fa&ions of John and Simon violently raged ag.ainft each other within, agreeing only in their 
jefolution to defend the city againft the Romans. 

The city was ftrongly fortified by three walls on every 
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every fide, except where it was fenced by deep valleys. Titus began by battering down the outward wall, which, 
after much fatigue and danger, he effected, all the time 
(hewing the greateft clemency to the Jews, and offer- 
ing them repeated affurances of pardon. Five days after 
the commencement of the fiege, Titus broke through 
the fecond wall; and, though driven back by the be- 
fieged, he recovered his grovind, and made preparations 
for battering the third wall, which was their laft de<r 
fence. But firft, he fent Jofephus, their countryman, 
into the city, to exhort them to yield; who, ufing all 
his eloquence to perfuade them, was only reviled with 
feoffs and reproaches. The fiege was now, therefore^ carried on with greater vigour than before ; feveral 
batteries for engines were raifed, which were no fooner built than deftroyed by the enemy. At length it was 
refolVed in council to furround the whole city with 
a trench, and thus prevent all relief and fuccours from abroad. This, which was quickly executed, feemed no 
wayto intimidate the Jews. Though famine, and pef- tilence its neceffary attendant, began now to make the 
molt horrid ravages among them, yet this defperate 
people {till refolved to hold out. He now cut down 
all the woods within a confiderable diftance of the city ; and caufing more batteries to be raifed, he at length 
battered down the wall, and in five days entered the 
citadel by force. The Jews, however, continued to de- 
ceive themfelves with abfurd and falfe expe£tatio:is, 
while many falfe prophets deluded the multitude, de- 
claring they fliould foon have affiftance from God. The 
heat of the battle was now, therefore, gathered round 
the inner wall of the temple, while the defendants def- 
perately combated from the top. Titus was willing 
to fave this beautiful ftrudture ; but a foldier calling a brand into fome adjacent buildings, the fire communi- 
cated to the temple ; and, not with (landing the utmoft 
endeavours on both fides, the whole edifice was quickly confumed. The fight of the temple in ruins effe&ually 
fervsd to damp the ardoyr of the Jews. They now be- 

gan 
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«an to perceive that Heaven had forfaken them, while 
their cries and lamentations echoed from the adjacent mountains. Even thofe who were almoft expiring, lift- 
ed up their dying eyes to bewail the lofs of their temple, 
which they valued more than life itfelf. The moft re- 
folute, however, Itill endeavoured to defend the upper 
and ftronger part of the city, named Sion-, but Titus, 
with his battering engines, foon made himfelf entire 
mailer of the place. John and Simon were taken from 
the vaults where they had concealed themfelves : the 
former was condemned to perpetual imprifomnent, and 
the latter referved to grace the conqueror’s triumph. 
The greateft part of the populace were put to the fword, 
and the city was, after a fix month’s fiege, entirely razed 
by the plough; fo that, according to our Saviour’s pro- 
phecy, not one Hone remained upon another. The num- 
bers who perilhed In this fiege, according to Jofephus, amounted to above a million of fouls, and the captives 
to almoft an hundred thoufand. Upon the taking of Jerufalem, the foldiers would have 
crowned Titus as conqueror, but he modettly refufed 
the honour, alledging, that he was only an inftrifment in 
the hand of Heaven, that manifeftly declared its wrath againft the Jews. At Rome, however, all men’s mouths 
were filled with the praifes of the conqueror, who had 
not only Ihewn himfelf an excellent general, but a cou- 
rageous combatant: his return, therefore, in triumph, 
which he did with his father, was marked with all the magnificence and joy that was in the power of men to 
exprefs. All things that were efteemed valuable or 
beautiful among men, were brought to adorn this great 
occafion. Among the rich fpoils were expofed vaft 
quantities of gold taken out of the temple ; but the 
book of the holy law was the leaft remarkable among 
the magnificent profufion. This was the firft time that 
ever Rome faw the father and fon triumph together. 
A triumphal arch was erected upon this occafion, on which were infcribed all the vidlories of Titus over the 
Jews, whkh remain? almoft entire to this very day. Vefpafian 
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Vefpafian likewife built a temple to Peace, wherein 
were depoficed moft of the Jewilh fpoils ; and having 
now calmed all commotions in every part of the empire, 
he {hut up the temple of Janus, which had been open 
about five or fix years. Few emperors have received a better character from 
hiftorians than Vefpafian, yet all his numerous affs of 
generofity and magnificence could not preferve his cha- 
racter from the imputation of rapacity and avarice. He 
defeended to fome very unufual and dilhonourable im- 
polts, even to the laying a tax upon urine. When his fon 
Titus remonftrated againft the meannefsof fucha tax, Vefpafian, taking,a piece of moftey, demanded if the 
fmell offended him, adding, that this very money was 
produced by urine. Notwithllanding having reigned ten years, loved by 
his fubjeCts, and deferving their aftection, he was fur- 
prifedwith an indifpofition atCampania, which, from the 
beginning, he declared would be fatal; and, perceiving 
his end approaching, as he was juft going to expire, he cried out, that an emperor ought to die ftanding i 
wherefore, railing himfelf upon his feet, he expired in 
the hands of thofe that fuftained him. 

Titus being joyfully received as empe- A. D. 79. ror, began to reign with the praftice of 
every virtue that became a fovereign and a man.—Du- 
ring the life of his father there had been many imputa- 
tions againft him, both for cruelty, lull, and prodigali- 
ty ; but, upon his exaltation to the throne, he feemed 
entirely to lake leave of his former vices, and become 
an example of th.e greateft moderation and humanity. 
His firit ftep towards gaining the affcClions of his 
fubjeCts, was his moderating his palfions, and bridling 
his ftrong inclinations. He bad long loved Berenice, 
fifter to Agrippa king of Judea, a woman of the great- eft beauty and rehned allurements. But knowing that 
the conne&ion with her was entirely difagreeable to the. 
people of Rome he gained a victory over his affections, 
widftnt lur away, uotwithftanding their mutual paffion, 

and 
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and the many arts fhe ufed to induce him to change his 
refolutions. He' next difcarded all thofe who had been 
the former minifters of his pleafures, and forbore to 
countenance the-companions of his loofer recreations, 
though he had formerly taken great pains in the fe- 
le&ion. This moderation, added to his juftice and ge- 
rterofity, procured him the love of all good men, and the 
appellation of the delight of mankind, which all his 
actions feemed calculated to enfure. 

Titus took particular care to punifh all informers,falfe 
witnefles, and promoters ofdiffention. Thofe wretches, 
who had their rife in the licentioufnefs and impunity of 
former reigns, were now become fo numerous, that their 
crimes called loudlyfor punilhment. Of thefe,therefore, 
he fcvery day made public examples, condemning them 
to be fcourged in the moll public ftreets, next to be dragg- 
ed through the theatre, and then to be banilhed into 
the uninhabited parts of the empire, or fold as flaves. 
His courtefy and readinefs to do good have been cele- 
brated even by Chriftian writers, his principal rule be- 
ing, never to fend any petitioner dilTatisfied away. One 
night, recollecting that he had done nothing beneficial 
to mankind the day preceding, he was heard to cry out, 
among his friends, “ I have loll a day !” A fentence too 
remarkable not to be univerfally known. 

Learning that two noblemen had confpired again ft 
him, he readily forgave them ; and the next day, pla- 
cing them next himlelf in the theatre, he put the fwords, 
with which the gladiators fought, into their hands, de- 
manding their judgement and approbation whether they 
were of fulficLnt length. 

In this reign an eruption of mount Vefuvius did con- 
fiderable damage, overwhelming many towns, and throwing its alhes into countries more than a hundred 
miles diftant. Upon this memorable occafion, Pliny the 
naturalift loft his life; for being impelled by too eager 
a curiofity to obferve the eruption, he was fuffocated 
in the flames. There happened alfo about this time a fire at 
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at Ronnie, which continued three days'and nights fuc- 
ceiTively, being followed by a plague, in which ten 
thoufand men were buried in a day. The emperor,how* 
ever, did all that lay in his power to repair the da- 
magesTuftained by the public; and with refpe£t to the 
city, declared that he would take the wh6le iofs of that 
upon himfelf. 

Thefe difafters were in fome meafure counterbalan* 
ced by the fuccefles in Britain under Agricola. This 
excellent general having been fent into that country 
towards the latter end of Vefpafian’s;reign, {hewed 
himfelf equally expert in.quelling. th6 refractory, and 
civilizing thole who had formerly fubmuted to the Roman power. The Ordovices, or inhabitants of 
North Wales, were the hr ft that were indued. He 
then made a defeent upon Mona, or the iiland of An* 
glefep, which furrendered at difetetion. Having thus rendered himfelf mafter of the whole country, he took 
every method to reftore difeipline to his own army, 
and to introduce fome fhare: of politenefs among thofe 
whom he had conquered.: He exhorted them both by 
his advice and example to" build temples, theatres, and ftately houfes. He cauftd the fons of their nobility to 
be inftruCted in the liberal arts; he had them taught the Latin language, and induced them to imitate the 
Roman modes of drefs and living. Thus, by degrees, this barbarous people began to affunje the luxurious 
manners of thejr conquerors, and in tome time even to outdo thtm in all the refinements of fenfuaj plealure, 
Upon account of thefe fuccefi'ts in Britain, Titus was 
ialuted trnperator the fifteenth time *, but he did no| 
long tuivive this honour, being furprifed by a violent fever at a little dtftance from Rome. He. expired 
fhortly after, but not without fufpicion of treachery from his • rother DomitLn, who had long wfthed.to govern. His death was in the forty-firft year of his 
age, having reigned two years, two months and twen- 
ty days. 

The 



P34 THE HISTORY OF THE 
^ gf The beginning of Domitian’s reign was univerfally acceptable to the people, as he 
appeared equally remarkable for his clemency, libera- 
lity, and juftice. 

But he foon began to {hew the natural deformity of 
his mind. Inllead of cultivating literature, as his father and brother had done, he neglected all kinds of ftudy, 
addi&ing himfelf wholly to meaner purfuits, particu- 
larly archery and gaming. He was fo very expert an 
archer, that he would frequently caufe one of his 
flaves to ftand at a great diftance, with his hands 
fpread as a mark, and would {hoot his arrows with 
fuch exa£hitfs, as to Hick them all between his fingers. 
He inftituted three forts of contefts ro be obferved 
every five years, in mufic, horfemanfhip, and wreft- 
ling : but, at the fame time, he bantfhed all philofo* 
phers and mathematicians from Rome. No emperor before him entertained the people with fuch various 
and expenfive (hows. During thefe diverfions, he di- ftributed great rewards, fitting as prefident himfelf, 
adorned with a purple robe and crown, with the priefts 
of Jupiter, and the college of Flavian pticfts, about 
him. The meannefs of his occupations in folitude was 
a juft contraft to his exhibitions of public oftentation. 
He ufually fpent his hours of retirement in catching 
flies, a«d flicking them througlt with a bodkin ; fo 
that one of his fervants being afked if the emperor were 
alone ! anfwered, that he had not fo much as a fly to 
bear him company. 

His vices feemed every day to increafe with the du- 
ration of his reign. His ungrateful treatment of Agri- 
ccla feemed the fitft fymptoins of his natural malevo- 
lence. Domitian was always particularly fond of ob- 
taining a military reputation, and therefore jealous of 
it in others. He had marched fome time before into 
Gaul, upon a pretended expedition againft the Catti, 
a people of Germany, and, without ever feeing the ene- 
my, refolved to have the honour of a triumph upon 
his return to Rome. For that purpofe he purchafed 
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a number of flaves whom he drefied in German habits, and, at the head of this miferable proceffion, entered 
the cky, amidft the apparent acclamations and con- 
cealed contempt of all his fubje£ts. The fuccdTes, 
therefore, of Agricola in Britain affected him with 
an extreme degree of envy. This admirable general 
purfued the advantages which he had already obtained. 
He fubdued the Caledonians, and overcame Galgacus, 
the Britidi chief, at the head of thirty thoufand men ; 
and afterwards fending out a fleet to fcour the coaft, 
firft difcovered Britain to be an ifland. He likev/ife 
difcovered and fubdued the Orkneys, and thus redu* 
cetj the whole into a civilized province of the Roman empire. When the account of thefe fuccefles was 
brought to Domitian, he received it with a feeming 
pleafure, but real unealmefs. He thought Agricola’s rifing reputation a tacit reproach upon his own ina£ti- 
vity; and inltead of attempting to emulate, he refolved 
to fupprefs the merit of his ferfices. He ordered him, 
therefore, external marks of approbation, and took care that triumphant ornaments, llatues, and other 
honours, fliould be decreed him 5 but at the fame time 
he removed him from his command, under a pretence 
of appointing him to the government of Syria. By thefe means Agricola furrendered up his province to 

! Saluftius Lucullus, but foon found Athat Syria was otherwife difpofed of. Upon his return to Rome, 
! which was privately, and by night, he was coolly re- ; ceived by the emperor ; and dying fotne time after 
| in retirement, it was fuppofed by lome, that his end 

was haitened by Domitian’s diredtion. 
| Domitian foon after found the v/ant of fo experien- ced a commander in the many irruptions of the bar- 

barous nations that furrounded the empire. The Sar- 
matians in Europe, joined with thofe of Afia, made a 
formidable invafion, at once deftroying a whole legion and a general of the Romans. The Dacians, under the 
conduft of Decebalus, their king, made an irruption, 
and overthrew the Romans in fcveral engagements. At 

laft, 
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laft, however, the barbarians were repelled, partly by: 
force, and partly by the afliftance of money, which on- : 
ly ferved to enable them to make future invafions with 
greater advantage. But, in whatever manner the ene- 1 

my might have been repelled, Domitian was refolved not to lofe the honours of a triumph. He returned in 
great fplendour to Rome; and, not contented with thus 
triumphing twice without a vi£tory, he refolved to take 
the furname of Germanicus for his conquefts over a 
people with whom he never contended. 

In proportion as the ridicule increafed againft him* 
his pride feemed every day to demand greater homage. 
He would permit his ftatues to be made only of gold 
and filver ; he affumed to himfelf divine honours, and 
ordered that all men (hould treat him with the fame ap- 
pellations as they gave to the Divinity. His cruelty was 
not behind his arrogance : he caufed numbers of the 
moft illuftrious fenators and others to be put to death 
upon the moft trifling pretences. One JElius Lama was 
condemned and executed only for jefting, though there 
was neither novelty nor poignancy in his humour. 
Cocceanus was murdered only for celebrating the na- 
tivity of Otho. Pompofianus (hared the fame fate, be* 
caufe it was foretold by an aftrologer that he (hould be emperor. Saluftius Lucullus, his lieutenant in Britain, 
was deftroyed only for having given his name to a new 
fort of lances of his own invention. Junius Rulticus 
died for publifhing a book, in which he commended 
Thrafea and Ptifcus, two philofophers, who oppofed 
Vefpafian’s coming to the throne. 

Lucius Antonius, governor of Upper Germany, knowing how much the emperor was detefted at home, 
refolved upon ftriking for the throne, and accordingly 
aflumtd the enfigns of impi rial dignity. As he wjs at 
the head of a formidable army, his fuccds remained a long time doubtful but a fudden overflowing of the 
Rhine dividing his army, he was fet upon at that junc- 
ture by Normandus, the emperor’s general, and totally 
routed. The news of this vi&ory, we are told, was brought 
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brought to Rome by fupernatural means on the fame 
day the battle was fought. Domittan’s feverity was 
greatly increaled by this fhort-lived fuccefs. In order to difcover thofe who were accomplices with the ad- 
verfe party, he invented new tortures, fometimts cut- 
ting off the hands, at other times thrufting fire into 
the privities of thofe whom he fufpefled of being his 
enemies. During his feverities, he aggravated his guilt by hypocrify, never pronouncing fentence without a 
preamble full of gentlenefs and mercy. The night be- 
fore he crucified the comptroller of his houfehold, he 
treated him with the greateft feeming friendlhip, and 
ordered him a difh of meat from bis own table. He 
carried Aretinus Clemens with him in his own litter the 
day he had concluded upon his death. He Was par- 
ticularly terrible to the fenate and nobility, the whole 
body of whom he frequently threatened to extirpate entirely. At one time he furrounded the fenate-houfe 
with his troops, to the great conflernation of the fe- 
nators. At another, he refolved to amufe himfelf with their terrors in a different manner. Having invited 
them to a public entertainment, he received them all 
very formally at the entrance of his palace, and con- 
du&ed them into a fpacious hall hung round with •black, and illuminated.by a few melancholy lamps, that 
diffufed light only fuffieient to {hew the horrors of the 

| place. All around were to be feen nothing but coffins, with the names of each of the fenators written upon 
! them, together with other objcftsof terror and inltru- 
ments of execution. While the company beheld all 

; thefe preparations with filent agony, feveral men, ha- ying their bodies blackened, each wi h a drawn fword 
in one hand, and a flaming torch in the other, entered 
the hall, and danced round them. After fome time, 
when the guefts expedfed nothing, lefs than the moil: 
inilant death, well- knowing Domitiart’s capricious cruelty, the doors were fet! open,, and one. of the fer- 
vants came to inform them, that the.emperor gave all 
the company leave to withdraw. 

Thefe 
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Thefe cruelties were rendered Rill more odious by 

his luft and avarice. Frequently, after prefiding at an execution, he would retire with the lewdefl: proflitutes, 
and ufe the fame baths which they did. The lalt part 
of the tyrant’s reign was more infupportable than any 
of the preceding. Nero exercifed his cruelties without' 
being a fpedlator ; but a principal part of the Roman' 
ntiferteS during his reign was to fee and be Teen, to be- 
hold the ftern air and fiery vifage of the tyrant, which 
he had armed againft blulhing by continued intempe- 
rance, direfting the torturer, and malicioufly pleafed 
with adding poignance to every agony. 

But a period was foon to be put to this monfter’s cruelties. Among the number of thofe whom he at 
once cardTed and fufpedted, was his wife Domitia, 
whom he had taken from uEltus Lama, her former huf- 
band. It was the tyrant’s method to put down the 
names of all fuch' as he intended to deflroy in his 
tablets, which he kept about him with great circum- fpeclion. Domitia fortunately happening to get a fight 
of them, was ftruck at finding her own name in the 
catalogue of thofe fated to deftru&ion. She {hewed the 
fatal lift to Norbanus and Petronius, pnefedfs of the praetorian bands, who found themfelves fet down ; as 
likewife to Stephanus, the comptroller of the houfe- 
hold, who came into the conlpiracy with alacrity. 
They fixed upon the eighteenth day of September for 
the completion of their great attempt. Upon preparing 
to go to the bath on the morning of that day, Petvo- 
nius, his chamberlain, came to inform him, that Ste- phanus, the comptroller of the houfehold, defired to 
fpeak to him upon an affair of the utmoll importance. 
The emperor having given orders that his attendants Ihotild retire, Stephanus entered with his hand in a 
fcarf, which he had worn thus for fome days, the better 
to conceal a dagger, as none were permitted to approach 
the emperor with arms. He began, by giving informa- 
tion of a pretended ccnfpiracy, and exhibited a paper 
in which the particulars were fpecified. While Domi- tian 
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tian was reading the contents with an eager cariofity, 
Stephanus drew the dagger, and (truck him in the 
groin. The wound not being mortal, Domitian caught 
hold of the aflaffin, and threw him upon the ground, 
calling out for ahUtance. But Parthenkts, with his 
freed-man, a gladiator, and two fubaltern officers, now coming in, they ran all furioufly upon the emperor, and 
difpatched him with feven wounds. 

It is almolt incredible wjvat feme writers relate con*, 
cerning Apollonius Tyaneus, who was then at Ephe- nus. This perfon, whom fome call a magician, and 
fome a philofopher, but who more probably was no- 
thing more than an impoflor, was, juft at the minute 
in which Domitian was (lain, lefturing in one of the 
public gardens of the city. But (topping (hdet all of a 
judden, he cried out, “ Courage, Stephanus* (trike 
the tyrantAnd then, after a paufe, “ Rejoice my 
friends, the tyrant dies this day * this day do i fay! the 
very moment in which 1 keep iilence, he fuffers for his 
crimes; he dies.” 

Many more prodigies were faid to have portended 
his death ; but the fate of fuch a monfter feemed to 
produce more preternatural difturbances, and more pre- 
dictions, than it deferved. 1 he truth feemed to be, that 
a belief in omens and prodigies was again become pre- valent ; the people were again relapfing into priftine 
barbarity : A country of ignorance is ever the proper 
foil for an halve ft of impotture. 

tues were commanded to be taken down, and a decree 
was made, that ail his infcriptions (hould'be crazed, his 
name ftruck out of the regifters of Fame, and his fune- 
ral omitted. The people, who now took Little part in 

chap xxirr. 
The jive good Emperors a/’Rome. 

WHEN it was publicly known that 
Domitian was (lain, the fenate be- 

the 
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the affairs of gbiernmcnty-lobked on his death with in- 
difference; the fblditrsi alone, whom he had loa'ded 
W'ith favours, afnd erifiched by largeffes, fmcerely re- 
gretted their benefa&dr;' 

The fenatt', therefore^ refolved to provide Vfucceffor before the army could have an opportunity of taking 
the appointment upbn'themfelves, and Cocteius Nerva 
was chofen to the-empire the very day on which the tyrant Was flaim He was of an illuftrious family,- as 
moft fay, by birth a Spaniard, and above fixty-five years old when he was called to the throne. He was at that 
time the moft remarkable man in Rome for his vir- 
tues, moderation, and refpeft to the laws, and he owed his exaltation to the- blamelefs conduit of his 
former life. 

The people, being long siccuftomed to tyranny, re- 
garded NerVa’s gentle reign with rapture, and even 
gave his imbecility (for his humanity was carried too 
far for juftice) the name of benevolence. Upon co- 
ming to the throne, he folemnly fwore that no fena- 
tor of Rome fhould be put to death by his command, 
during his reign, though they gave ever fo juft a caufe. 
•This oath he To rtligioufly obferved, that when two fe- 
rn a tors had confpired his death, he uled ho kind of fe- < 
verity againft them ; but fending for them to let them : 

■fee he was not ignorant of their defign, he carried them 
with him to the-public theatre ; there prefcnting each 
a dagger, he defired them to ftrike, as he was deter- mined not to ward off-the blow. 

During his fhort reign, he made feveral good law's, ‘i 
He particularly prohibited the caftratjon of male chil- 1 
dren, which had been likewife condemned by his pre- ] 
deceffor, but not wholly removed. He put all thofe 
Haves to death who had, during the laft reign, informed ' 
againft their mailers. He permitted no ftattfes to be 1 

ere&ed to his honour, and converted fuch of Domi- 
tiaa’s, as had been fpared by the fenate, into money. 
He fold many rich robes, and much of the fplendid 
furniture of the palace, and retrenched, feveral un- reafonable j 
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reafonable expences at court. At the fame tim'e he had 
fo little regard for money, that when one of his fub- 
je£ts found a large treafure, and wrote to the emperor how to difpofe of it, he received for anfwer, that he 
might ufe it; but the finder Hill informing the em- 
peror, that it was a fortune too large for a private per- son, Nerva, admiring his honefty, wrote him word, that 
then he might abufe it. 

A life of fuch generofity and mildnefs was not how- 
ever without its enemies. Vigilius Rufus, who had op- 
pofed him, was not only pardoned, but made his col- 
league in the confulfhip. Calpurnius Craffus alfo, with fome others, formed a confpiracy to deftroy him ; but 
he relied fatisfied with banithing thofe who were cul- 
pable, though the fenate were for inflicting more rigo- 
rous punifhments. But the molt dangerous infurrec- tion againft his interefts was from the praetorian bands ; 
who, headed by Cafparius Olianus, infilled upon re- 
venging the late emperor’s death, whofe memory was 
{till dear to them from his frequent liberalities. Nerva, 
whofe kindnefs to good men rendered him more ob- 
noxious to the vicious, did all in his power to (top the 
progrefs of this infurre£tion j he piefented himfelf to 
the mutinous foidiers, and opening his bofom, defired 
them to ftrike there, rather than be guilty of fo much 
injuftice. The foidiers, however, paid no regard to his 
remonltrances, but feized upon Petronius and Purthe- 
nius, and flew them in the molt ignominious manner. Not content with this, they even compelled the empe- 
ror to approve of their feditioh, and to make a fpeech 
to the people, in which he thanked the cohorts for their 
fidelity. 

So difagreeable a conftraint upon the emperor’s in- 
timations was in the end attended with the molt hap- 
py effr£ts, as it caufed the adoption of Trajan to fuc- ceed him. For perceiving, that in the prefent turbu- 
lent difpofition of the times, he Hood in need of an ■affiflant in the empire, fetting afide all his own rela- 
tions, he fixed upon Uipius Trajan, au utitr fltanger 

u to 
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to his family, who was then governor in Upper Ger- 
many, as his fucceflbr. And in about three months 
after, having put himfelf into a violent palfion with one 
Regulus a fenator, he was feized with a fever, of which he died, after a Ihort reign of one year, four months, 
and nine days. 

He was the firft foreign emperorwhoreigned inRome, 
and juftly reputed a prince of great gencrofity and mo- 
deration. He is alfo celebrated for his wifdom, though 
with lefs reafon; the greateft inftance he gave of it du- ring his reign being the choice of his fuccefibr. 

Trajan’s family was originally from Ita- 
U. 0,851. ly, but he himfelf was born at Seville in 
A. D. 98. Spain. Upon being informed of the death 

of Nerva, he prepared to return to Rome from Germany, where he was governor; and one of the 
firft le£tures he received upon his arrival was from 
Plutarch, the philofopher, who had the honour of being 
his matter, and is faid to have written him a letter to 
the following purpofe: “ Since your merits, and not your importunities, have advanced you to the empire, 
permit me to congratulate your virtues, and my own 
good fortune. If your future government proves an- ! 
fwerable to your former worth, 1 {hall be happy ; but if . 
you become worfe for power, your’s will be the danger, ' 
and mine the ignominy of your conduct. The errors 1 

of the pupil will be charged upon the inftru£tor. Se- 
neca is reproached for the enormities of Nero ; and So- 
crates and Quintilian have not efcaped ctnfure for the mifcondudf of their refpedlive fcholars. But you have , 
it in your power to make me the moft honoured of men, ! 
by continuing what you are. Continue the command of i 
your paffions, and make virtue the fcope of all your 
aftions. If you follow thefe inftruftions, then will I 
4*lory in my having prefumed to give them : if you ne- 
gle£t what I offer, then will this letter be my teftimony, 
that you have not erred through the counfel and autho- 
rity of Plutarch.” I have inferted this letter, whether 
genuine or not, becaufe it feems to me well written. 
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and a ftriking pifture of that great philofopher’s man- 
ner of addrefling that befl: of princes. 

This good monarch’s application to bufmefs, his mo- deration to his enemies, his mode fly in exaltation, his 
liberality to the deferving, and his frugality in his own 
expences, have all been the fubjett of panegyric among 
his contemporaries; and they continue to be the admira- tion of polterity. 

Upon giving the praefetH: of the praetorian bands the fword, according to cuftom, he made ufe of this re- 
markable exprellion : “ Take this fword, and ufe it; 
if I have merit, for me ; if otherwife, againft me.” 
After which he added, that he who gave laws was the 
firft who was bound to obferve them. 

The firft war he was engaged in after his coming to 
the throne was with the Dacians, who, during the reign 
of Domitian, had committed numberlcfs ravages upon 
the province of the empire. He therefore raifed a 
powerful army, and with great expedition marched 
into thofe barbarous countries, where he was vigoroufly oppofed by Decebalus, the Dacian king, who, for a 
long time, withftood his boldeft efforts. At length, however, this monarch being conftrained to come to a 
general battle, and no longer able to protraft the war, 
he was routed with great flaughter, though not with- 
out great lofs to the conquerors. The Roman foldiers, upon this occafion, wanting linen to bind up their 
wounds, the emperor tore his own robes to fupply them. Phis vidlory compelled the enemy to fue for 
peace, which they obtained upon very difadvantageous 
terms; their king coming into the Roman camp, and acknowledging himfelf a vaffal of the Roman em- 
pire. 

Upon Trajan’s return, after the ufual triumphs and 
rejoicings upon fuch an occafion were over, he was fur- 
prifed with an account that the Dacians had renewed the 
hoftilities. Decebalus, their king, was now therefore a fecond time adjudged an enemy to the Roman ftate, 
and Trajan invaded his dominions with an army equal to 

l. * that 
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that with which he had before fubdued him. But De- • 
cebalus, now grown more cautious by his former de- i 
feat, ufed every art to avoid coming to an engagement, j 
He alfo put various ftratagems in praftice to diftrefs : 

the enemy ; and at one time Trajan himfelf was in , danger of being flain or taken. He alfo took Longi- 
nus, one of the Roman generals, prifoner, and threaten- « 
ed to kill him, in cafeTrajan refufed granting him terms j 
of peace. But the emperor replied, that peace and war l 
had not their dependence upon the fafety of one fubje£t I 
only ; wherefore Longinus, fome time after, deftroyed [ 
himfelf by a voluntary death. The fate of this general | feemed to give new vigour to Trajan’s operations. In ' 
order to be better enabled to invade the enemy’s terri- | 
tories at pleafure, he undertook a moft ftupendous ; 

work, which was no lefs than building a bridge acrofs 
the Danube. This amazing^ ftrudure, which was 
built over a deep, broad, and rapid river, confifted of more than twenty-two arches, an hundred and fifty j 
feet high, and an hundred and ftventy broad ; the ruins ’ 
of the ltru£lure, which remain to this day, (hew modern architefts. how far they were furpafied by the ancients, ! 
both in the greatnefs and the boldnefs of their defigns. j 
Upon fiuifhing this work, Trajan continued the war ,i 
with great vigour, (haring with the meaneft of his fol* j 
diers the fatigues of the campaign, and continually en- 1 couraging them to thetr duty by his own example. . 
By thefe means, notwithftanding the country was fpa- ' 
cious and uncultivated, and the inhabitants brave and hardy, he fubdued the whole, and added the kingdom ij 
of Dacia as a province to the Roman empire. Deceba- ■ 
lus made fome attempts to efcape; but, being furround- i 
ed on every fide, he at laft flew himfelf, and his head : was^fent immediately to Rome to certify his misfor- i 
tune there. Thefe luccefles feemed to advance the i 
empire to a greater degree of fplendour than it had 
hitherto acquired. Ambafladors were feen to come 
from the interior parts of India, to congratulate Tra- 
jan’s fuccefs, and befpeak his friendihip. At his return to 1 
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to Rome, he entered the city in triumph ; and the 
rejoicings for his vi&ories lafled for the fpace of an hun- dred and twenty days. 

Having given peace and profperity to the empire, he 
continued his reign, loved, honoured, and almoft ado- 
red, by his fubjecis. He adorned the city with public 
buildings ; he freed it from fuch men as lived by their vices: he entertained perfons of merit with the utmofl 
familiarity; and fo little feared his enemies, that he 
could fcarcely be induced to fuppofe he had any. 

It had been happy for this great prince’s memory, if 
he had (hewn equal clemency to all his fubjs&s; but 

I about the ninth year of his reign, he was perfuaded 
I to look upon the Chriftians with a fufpici- 
j ous eye ; and great numbers of them were U.C.860. put to death, as well by popular tumults as A.D.107. 

by edi£ls and judicial proceedings. How- 
ever, the perfecution ceafed after fome time ; for the 
emperor, having advice from Pliny, the proconful in 
Bithy a, of the innocence and fimplicity of the Chrif- 
tians, and of their inoflenfive and moral way of living, fufpended their punilhmems. 

During this emperor’s reign there was a dreadful in- 
furre£tion of the Jews, in all parts of the empire. Phis 
wretched people, Hill infatuated, and ever expe&ing 
fome fignal deliverance, took the advantage of Trajan’s 
abfence in the Eall, in an expedition he had undertaken againft the Armenians and Parthians, to maffacre all 
the Greeks and Romans, whom they got into their 
power, without reluftance or mercy. This rebellion 
firlt began in Cyrene, a Roman province in Africa ; from thence the flame extended to Egypt, and next to 
the ifland of Cyprus. 1’hefe places they in a manner 
difp;opled with ungovernable fury. Their barbarities were fuch, that they ate the flefh of their enemies, wore 
their Ikins, fawed them afunder, call them to wild beafts, 
made them kill each other, and ftudied new torments 
by which to deftroy them. However, thefe cruelties 
were of no long duration ; the governors of the refpec- 

h 3 live 
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tive provinces making head againft their tumultuous fu- 
ry, foon treated them with a retaliation of cruelty, and 
put them to death, not as human beings, but as outra- 
geous pefts to fociety. As the Jews had pra&ifed thefe ‘ 
cruelties in Cyprus particularly, a law was publicly enabled, by which it was made capital for any Jew to ' 
fet foot on the ifland. 

During thefe bloody tranfa£Hons, Trajan was pro- j 
fecuting his fuccefles in the Eaft, where he carried the | 
Roman arms farther than they had ever been before; ; 
refolving to return once more to Rome, he found him- -- felf too weak to proceed in his ufual manner. He ^ 
therefore ordered himfelf to be carried on fhipboard I 

to the city of Seleucia, where he died of the : A.D.ny. apoplexy (having been attacked by that 
diforder once before), in the fixty-third 

year of his age, after a reign of nineteen years, fix 
months, and fifteen days. Adrian, who was nephew to Trajan, was adopted to i 
f cceed in the empire, and ele£ted by all orders of the 
Rate, though abfeut from Rome, being then at Antioch, 
as a general of the forces in the Eaft. Upon his ele&ion, he began to purfue a courfe quite 
cppofite to that of his predeceffor, taking every method 1 
of declining war, and promoting the arts of peace. He 
was quite fatisfied with preferving the ancient limits of 
the empire, and feemed no way ambitious of extenfive 
conqueft. Adrian was one of the mofl: remarkable of the R07 
man emperors for the variety of his endowments : he 1 

was highly fkilful in all the accompliftiments both of body and mind ; he compofed with great beauty both 
in profe and verfe ; he pleaded at the bar, and was one 
of the befl: orators of his time : nor were his moral vir- 
tues lefs than his accomplifhments. His moderation and clemfency appeared, bypardoning the injuries which he had received when he was ■ yet but a private man. 
One day meeting a perfon who had formerly been his 
moft inveterate enemy,—“ My good friend (cried he), you | 



EMPIRE OF ROME. HT 
you have efcaped, for I am made emperor.” He was 
affable to his friends, and gentle to perfons of meaner 
ftations ; he relieved their wants, and vifited them in 
ficknefs; it being his conftant maxim, that he was an 
emperor not elected for his own good, but for the 
benefit of mankind. 

Thefe were his virtues, which were contrafted by a 
ftrange mixture of vices ; or, to fay the truth, he want- 
ed ftrength of mind to preferve his general rectitude of 
chara£ler without deviation. 

He was fcarce feated on the throne, when feveral of 
the*northern barbarians, the Alani, the Sarmatians, 
and the Dacians, begari to make devaltations on the em- 
pire. Thefe hardy nations, who now found the way to 
conquer, by iffuing from their forsfts, and then retiring upon the approach of a fuperior force oppofing them, 
began to be truly formidable to Rome. Adrian had 
thought of contra&ing the limits of the empire, by gi- 
ving up fome of the mofl remote and leaft defenfible 
provinces : but in this he was over-ruled by his friends, who wrongly imagined, that an e\tenfive frontier would 
intimidate an invading enemy. But though he complied 
with their remonftrances, he broke down the bridge over the Danube which his predeceffor had built, fen- 
fible that the fame paffage which was open to him was 
equally convenient to the incurfions of his barbarous 
neighbours. Having (laid a fliort time at Rome, fo as to fee that 
all things were regulated and eftablilhed for the fafety of the public, he prepared to vifit and take a view of his 
whole empire. It was one of his maxims, that an em- peror ought to imitate the fun, which diffufes warmth and vigour over all parts of the earth. He there- 
fore took with him a fplendid court, and a confiderable- force, and entered the province of Gaul, where he num- 
bered all the inhabitants. From Gaul he went into 
Germany, from thence to Holland, and then paffed 
over into Britain ; there reforming many abufes, and 
reconciling the natives to the Romans. For the bet- 
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ter fecurity of the fouthern parts of the kingdom, he 
built a wall of wood and earth, extending from the ri ver 
Eden in Cumberland to the Tyne in Northumberland, 
to prevent the incurfionsof the Pi£!s, and the other 
barbarous nations to the north. From Britain, return- 
ing through Gaul, he direfted his journey to Spain, 
where he was received with great joy, as being a native 
of that ctountry. There wintering in the city of Ter- 
ragona, he called a meeting of all the deputies from the 
provinces, and ordered many things for the benefit of the nation. From Spain returning to Rome, he con- 
tinuid there for fome time, in order to prepare for^his 
journey to the Eaft, which was haftened by a new in- 
vafion of the Pafthians. His approach compelling the 
enemy to peace, he purfued his travels without molefta- 
tion. Arriving in Afia Minor, he turned Out of his way 
to vifit the famous city of Athens. There making a con- 
fiderable ftay, he was initiated into the Eleufinian myf- 
teries, which were accounted the moft facred in the Pa- 
gan mythology, and took upon him the office of ar- 
chon, or chief magiftrate of the place. In this place, 
alfo, he remitted the feverity of the Chriftian perfecu- 
tion, at the representation of Granianus, the proconful 
of Afia, who reprefented the people of that perfuafion 
as no way culpable. He was even fo far reconciled to them as to think of receiving Chrift among the number 
of the gods. After a winter’s continuance at Athens, he went over into Sicily, and vifited iEtna, and the other 
curiofuies of the place. Returning from thence once 
more to Rome, after a fh»rt ftay, he prepared fliips, and croffed over into Africa. There he fpent much 
time in regulating abufes, and reforming the govern- 
ment ; in deciding controverfies, and ere£ting magnifi- 
cent buildings. Among the reft, he ordered Carthage 
to be rebuilt, calling it after his own name, Adrianople. Again returning to Rome, where he ftaid but a very 
little time, he travelled a fecond time into Greece, and 
palled over into Afia Minor, from thence went into Sy- 
ria, and gave laws' and inftru&ions to all the neigh- bouring 
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touring kings, whom he invited to come and confult 
with him: he then entered Paleftine, Arabia, andEgypt, 
where he caufed Pornpey’s tomb, that had been long 
negle&ed, and aimolt covered with fand, to be renewed 
and beautified. He alfo gave orders for the rebuilding of 
Jerufalem, which was performed with great expedition 
by the affiilance of the Jews, who now began to con- 
ceive hopes of being rettored to their long loft king- 
dom. But thefe expectations only ferved to aggravate 
their calamities; for being incenfed at the privileges 
which were granted the Pagan worfhippers in their new city, they fell upon the Romans and Chriftians that 
were difperfed throughout Judea, and unmercifully put 
them all to the fword. Adrian was at Athens when 
this dangerous infurreCtion began ; wherefore, fending a powerful body of men, under the command of Julius 
Severus, againft them, this general obtained manyfignal, 
though bloody victories over the infurgents. The war 
was concluded in two years, by the demolition of above 
a thoufand of their beft towns, and the deftruCtion of near fix hundred thoufand men in battle. 

He then banifhed all thofe who remained out of Ju- 
dea and, by a public decree, forbade any to come with- 
in view of their native foil. This infurre&ion was foon 
after followed by a dangerous irruption of the barba- 
rous nations to the northward of the empire, who,enter- ing Media with great fury, and paffing through Armenia^ 
carried their devaftations as far as Cappadocia. Adrian, preferring peace upon any terms to an unprofitable war, 
bought them off by large fums of money, fo that they 
returned peaceably into their native wilds, to enjoy their 
plunder, and meditate frefh irivafions. Having fpent thirteen years in travelling through his 
dominions, and reforming the abufesof the empire, he at laft refolved to return, and end all his fatigues at 
Rome. Nothing could be more grateful to the people 
than his refolution of coming to refide for the reft of 
his days among them ; they received him with the loud- 
eft demonftrations pf joy ; and though he now began 

t 5 to 
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to grow old and unwieldy, he remitted not the leafl of : 
his former afliduity and application to the public vvel- : fare. His chief amufement was in converfing with the ; 
moll celebrated men in every art and fcience, frequently 
boafting, that he thought no kind of knowledge incon- . 
fiderable, or to be negle&ed, either in his private or ' 
public Capacity. Adrian was fo fond of literary fame, * that, we are told, he wrote his own life, and afterwards ! 
gave it to his fervants to publifh under their names. 
But whatever might have been his weaknefs in aiming 
at univerfal reputation, he was in no part of his reign . 
remifs in attending the duties of his exalted Ration. He 
ordered the knights and fenators never to appear in pub- ! lie, but in the proper habits of their orders. He for- | 
bade mailers to kid their flaves, as had been before al- 
lowed, but ordained that they Ihould be tried by the 
laws enabled againfl. capital offences. A law fo juft, had he done nothing more, deferved to have infured his j 
reputation with pofterity, and to have made him dear 
to mankind. He ftill further extended the lenity of the 
laws to thofe unhappy men, who had been long thought 
too mean for juftice. If a mafter was found killed in 
his houfe, he would not allow all his flaves to be put to 
the torture as formerly, but only fuch as might have perceived or prevented the murder. 

In fuch employments he confumed the greateft part 
of his time ; But at laft finding the duties of his ftation 
daily increafing, and his own ftrength proportionally 
upon the decline, he refolved upon adopting a fucceffor. 
Marcus Antoninus, afterwards furnamed the Pious, 
was the perfon he pitched upon, but previoufly obliged him to adopt two others, namely Marcus Aurelius 
and Lucius Verus, all of whom afterwards fucceeded 
in the empire. 

While he was thus careful in appointing a fucceflbr, 
his bodily infirmities became fo infupportable, that he 
vehemently defired fomeof his attendants would difpatch him. Antoninus, however, would by no means permit 
any of his domeftics to be guilty of fo great an impiety, 

but 
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but ufed all the arts in his power to reconcile’the em- peror to fultain his life. His pains increafing every 
day, he was frequently heard to cry out—“ How mifcr- 
able a thing it is to feek death, and not to find it.” In 
this deplorable exigence, he refohed on going to Bnae, 
where the tortures of his difeafe increafing, they affedt- 
ed his underftanding. Continuing for fome time in 
thefe excruciating circumftances, he was atlaft refolved to obferve no regimen, often faying, that kings died 
merely.by the multitude of their phylicians. This con- 
dudl ferved to haften that death he fi-emed fo ardently to defire ; and it was probably joy upon its approach 
which didlated the celebrated ftanzas which are fowell known, and in repeating which he expired, in the fixty- 
fecond year of his age, after a profperous reign of twen- 
ty-one years and eleven months. 

Titus Antoninus, his fuccefibr, was born U. C. 891. 
in the city of Nifmes, in Gaul. His father A.D.138. was a nobleman of an ancient family, that 
had enjoyed the higheft honours of the Rate. At the time of his fucceeding to the throne, he was 
about fifty years old, and had pafled through many of 
the moft important offices of the Rate with great in- tegrity and application. His virtues in private life were 
no way impaired by exaltation, as he (hewed himfelf one of the moft excellent princes, for juftice, clemency, and 
moderation. His morals were fo pure, that he was ufu- ally compared to Numa, and was furnamed the Pious, 
both for his tendernefs to his predeceflbr Adrian, when dying, and his particular attachment to the religion of 
his country. 

He was an eminent rewarder of learned men, towhom 
he gave large penfions, and great honours, drawing them 
from all parts of the world. Among the reft, he lent for 
Apollonius, the famousStoic philofopher, to inftrudft his 
adopted fon Marcus Aurelius, whom he had previoufly 
married to his daughter. Apollonius being arrived at Rome, the emperor defired his attendance, but the other 
arrogantly anfwered, That it was the fcholar’s duty to 

L 0 wait 
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wait upon the mafter, and not the matter upon thefcho- 
lar. To this reply Antoninus only returned with a fmile, ] 
“ That it was furprifing how Apollonius, who made ; no difficulty of coming from Greece to Rome, fhould 
think it fo hard to walk from one part of Rome to an- 
other and immediately lent Marcus Aurelius to him. 
While the good emperor was thus employed in making 
mankind happy, in directing their condu£t by his own j 
example, or reproving their follies with the keennefs of ! 
rebuke, he was feizsd with a violent fever at Lorium, a 
pleafure houfe at fome diftance from Rome, where, 
finding himfelf fenfibly decaying, he ordered his friends 
and principal officers to attend him. In their prefence 5 lie confirmed the adoption of Marcus Aurelius, with- 
out once naming Lucius Verus, w’ho had been joined 
by Adrian with him in the fucceffion then command- 
ing the golden ftatue of Fortune, which was always in 
the chambers of the emperors, to be removed to that 
of his fucceffor, he expired in the feventy-fifth year of 
his age, after a profperous reign of twenty-two years, 
and almoft eight months. 

Marcus Aurelius, though left foie fuc- 
U. C. 914. ceffor to the throne, took Lucius Verus as .A.D.ibt. his afifociate and equal in governing the 

ftate. Aurelius was the fon of Annius 
Verus, of ancient and illuftrious family, which claimed 
its original from Numa. Lucius Verus was the fon of Commodus, who had been adopted by Adrian, but died 
before he fucceeded to the throne. Aurelius was as re- 
markable for his virtues and accomplithments, as his 
partner in the empire was for his ungovernable paffions 
and debauched morals. The one was an example of the 
greateft goodnefs and wifdom, the other of ignorance, 
Soth, and extravagance. 

The two emperors had been fcarce fettled on the 
throne, when the empire feemed attacked on every fide 
from the barbarous nations by which it was furrounded. 
The Catti invaded Germany and Rhaetia, ravaging all 
with fire and fword, but were, after fome time, repelled by 
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by Vl&orinus. The Britons Hkewife revoked, but •were repreffed by Califurnius. But the Parthians, un- 
der their king Vologefus, made an irruption ftill more 
dreadful than either of the former, deftroying the Ro- 
man legions in Armenia, then entering Syria, and dri- 
ving out the Roman governor, and filling the whole 
country with terror and confufion. In order to ftop 
the progrefs oif this barbarous irruption, Verus himfclf 
went in perfon, being accompanied by Aurelius part 
of the way. 

Verus, upon entering Antioch, gave an indulgence to every appetite, without attending to the fatigues of 
war, rioting in exceflfes unknown even to the voluptu- 
ous Greeks, leaving all the glory of the field to his lieu- 
tenants, who were fent to reprefs the enemy.—Thefe, however, fought with great fuccefs ; Statius Pxifcus 
took Artazata ; Marius put Vologefus to flight, took 
Seleucia, plundered and burnt Babylon and Ctefiphon, and demolifhed the magnificent palace of the kings of 
Parthia. In a eourfe of four years, during which the 
war continued, the Romans entered far into the Par- thian country, and entirely fuhdued.it; but, upon their 
return, their army was wafted to lefs^than half its for- 
mer number by peftilence and famine. However, this 
was no impediment to the vanity of Verus, who re- folved to enjoy the honours of a triumph fo hardly 
earned by others. Wherefore, having appointed a king over the Armenians, and finding the Parthians 
entirely fubdued, he affumed the titles of Armenicus and Parthicus, and then returned to Rome to partake 
of a triumph with Aurelius, which was accordingly fo- 
kmnized with great pomp and fplertdour. 

During the courfe of this expedition, which conti- nued for fome years, Aurelius was feduloufly intent 
upon diftributing jultice and happinefs to his fubjefts 
at home. He firtt applied himfelf to the regulation of public affairs, and to the corre£Bng fuch faults as 
he found in the law and policy of the ftate. In this 
endeavour he ftiewed a Angular refpeft for the fenate. 
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often permitting them to determine without appeal; 
fb that the commonwealth feemed in a manner once 
more revived under his equitable adminiftration. Be- 
fides, fuch was his application to bufinefs, that he of- 
ten employed ten days together upon the fame fubje£t> 
maturely confidering it on all tides, and feldom de- 
parting from the fenate-houfe, till night coming bn, 
the aflembly was difmifled by the conful. But while 
thus glorioufly occupied, he was daily mortified with 
accounts of the enormities of his colleague, being re- 
peatedly allured of his vanity, lewdnefs, and extrava- 
gance. However, feigning himfelf ignorant of thefe 
excefles, he judged marriage to be the beft method of 
reclaiming him, and therefore fent him his daughter 
Lucilla, a woman of great beauty, whom Verus mar- 
ried at Antioch. But even this was found ineffe£tual: 
Lucilla proved of a difpofuion very unlike her father, 
and, inftead of corre£ting her hufband’s extravagan- 
ces, only contributed to inflame them. Yet Aurelius 
ftill hoped, that, upon the return of Verus to Rome, 
his prefence would keep him in awe, and that happi- 
nefs would at length be reftored to the hate. But in 
this alfo he was difappointed. His return only feem- 
ed fatal to the empire ; for his army carried back the 
plague from Parthia, and difleminated the infedlion into all the provinces through which it pafled. 

Nothing could exceed the miferable ft ate of the em- 
pire ftiortly after the return of Verus. In this horrid 
pifture was reprefented an emperor, unawed by ex- 
ample, or the calamities furrounding him, giving way 
to unheard of debaucheries. A raging peftilence fpreading terror and defolation through all parts of 
the weftern world ; earthquakes, famines, and inunda- 
tions, fuch as had never before happened ; the pro- du£ls of the earth throughout all Italy devoured by 
locufts i all the barbarous nations furrounding the. em- 
pire, the Germans, the Sarmatians, the Quadi, and 
Marcomanni, taking the advantage of its various ca- 
lamities, and making their irruptions even into Italy itfelf. 
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itfelf. The priefts doing all they could to put a ftop 
to the miRries of the (late, by attempting to appeafe 
the gods ; vowing, and offlring numberlefs facrifices ; 
celebrating all the facred rites that ever had been 
known in Rome j and exhibiting the folemnity called 
Ledlifternia feven days together. To crown the whole, thefe tnthufiafts, not fatisfied with the impending ca- 
lamities, making new, by afcribing the diftrefles of the 
Rate to the impieties of the Chrittians alone; fo that a violent perfecution was feen reigning in all parts of 
the empire, in which Juftin Martyr, St Polycarp 
bifhop of Smyrna, and an infinite number of others, 
fufFered martyrdom. In this fceneof univerfal tumult, defolation, and dif- 
trefs, there w^s nothing left but the virtues and the 
wifdom of one man alone to reftore tranquillity, and bring back happinefs to the empire. Aurelius began 
his endeavours by marching againft the Marcomanni 
and Quadi, taking Verus with him, who reludlantly 

, left the fenfual delights of Rome for the fatigues of a camp. They came up with the Marcomanni near the city of Aquileia, and, after a furious engagement, rout- 
ed their whole army: then purfuing them acrofs the 
Alps, overcame them in feveral contefts, and at lad 
entirely defeating them, returned into Italy, without 
any confiderable lofs. As the winter was 
far advanced, Verus was determined up- U. C. 922. on going from Aquileia to Rome, in A. D. 169. 
which journey he was feized with an 
apoplexy, which put an end to his life, being thirty- 
nine years old, having reigned in conjunQion with Au- 
relius nine. 

Aurelius, who had hitherto fullained the fatigues of governing not only an empire, but his colleague, being 
left to himfelf, began to att with greater diligence, and 
more vigour than ever. 

After having fubdued the Marcomanni, a barbarous 
people that had made inroads upon the empire, he re- 
turned to Rome, where he began his ufual endeavours 

to 
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to benefit mankind by a farther reformation of the in- 
ternal policy of the ftate. 

But his good endeavours were foon interrupted by 
a renewal of the former wars. In one of the engage- 
ments, of which he is faid to have been miraculoufiy 
relieved, when his army was perifliing with third, by 
the prayers of a Chriftian legion which had been -levied 
in his fervice : For, at that dreadful jun&ure, and juft 
as the barbarians were ready to fall upon them, we are 
aflured that there fell fuch a fhower of rain as inftantly 
refrelhed the fainting army. The foldiers were feen 
holding their mouths and their helmets up to heaven, 
and receiving the water which came fo wonderfully to 
their relief. The fame clouds alfo which ferved for 
their refcue, at the fame time difcharged fuch a ter- 
rible ftorm of hail, accompanied with-thunder, againft 
the enemy, as aftonilhed and confounded them. By 
this unlocked for aid, the Romans, recovering ftrength 
and courage, once more turned upon their purfuers, 
and cut them in pieces. 

Such are the circumftances of an engagement ac- knowledged by Pagan as well as Chriftian writers, only 
with this difference, that the latter afcribe the victory 
to their own, the former to the prayers of their empe- 
ror. However this be, Aurelius feemed fo fenGble of 
miraculous affiftance, that he immediately relaxed the perfecution againft the Chriftians, and wrote to the fe- 
nate in favour of their religion. 

This good emperor having at a time dete&ed one Avidius in a confpiracy againft him, and generoufly 
granting him pardon, fome who were near his perfon 
took the liberty to blame his conduft, telling him, 
that Avidius would not have been fo generous, had he 
been conqueror. To this the emperor replied, in this 
fublime manner : “ I never ferved the gods fo ill, or 
reigned fo irregularly, as to fear Avidius could ever be conqueror.” 

He ufually called philofopby his mother, in oppofi- tion to the court, which he conftdered as his ftepmo- ther. 
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ther. He atfo was frequently heard to fay, “ that the 
people were happy whofe philofophers were kings, or 
whofe kings were philofophers.” He in fa£t was one 
of the moft confiderable men then in being; and though 
he had been born in the meaneft Rations, his merits as a writer, as his works remain to this day, would have 
infured immortality. 

Having thus reftored prpfpejity to his fubjetts, and 
peace to mankind, news was brought him that the 
Scythians and barbarous nations of. the North were up in arms, and invading the empire. He once more 
therefore refo’.ved to expofe his aged perlon in defence 
of his country, and made fpeedy preparations to op- pofe them. He went to the fenate for the firft. time, 
and defired to have money out of the public treafury. He then fpent three whole days in giving the people 
kduresby which theymight regulate their lives, and ha- 
ving finilhed his le&ures, departed upon his expedition, 
amidft the prayers and lamentations of all his fubje£ts. 
It was upon going to open his third campaign that he 
was. feized with the plague at Vienna, which ftop.ped 
the progrefs of his fuccefs. Nothing, however, could 
abate his'defire of being beneficial to mankind; his 
fears for the youth and unpromiling difpofition of Corn- modus, his fon and fucceffor, feemed to give him great 
uaeafmefs ; wherefore he addreffed his friends and the 
principal officers that were gathered round his bed, 
teiling them, that, as his fon was now going to lofe a father, he hoped he fho-uld find many fathers in them. As he was thus fpeaking, he was feized with a weak- 
nefs which flopped his utterance, and which brought him to his end the day folk wing. He died in the fifty* 
ninth year of his age, having reigned nineteen years and fome days; and it feemed as if the whole glory 
and prosperity of the Roman empire died with this 
greateft of the Roman emperors. 

CHAP, 



258 THE HISTORY OF THE 
CHAP. XXIV. 

From Commodus, tt the transferring of the Seat of the j 
Empire under Constantin a from Rome to Byzan- ; 
TIUM. 

THE merits of Aurelius procured : Commodus eafy acctlTion to the « 
A. D. 180. throne. He was acknowledged emperor 

firft by the army, then by the fenate and 
people, and fnbrtly after by all the provinces. 

His whole reign is but a tiflue of wantonnefs and 
folly, cruelty and injuftice, rapacity and corruption. 
There is fo ftrong a fimilitude between his condu«fl and that of Domitian, that a reader might be apt to ima- 
gine he was going over the fame reign. 

He went with his aflbciates to taverns and brothels j 
fpent the day in feafling, and the night in the mod 
abominable luxuries, having no lefs than three hun- 
dred females, and as many males, for deteftable purpo- 
fes. He committed inceft, as Caligula did, with all 
his fillers. He fometimes went about the markets in 
a frolic with fmall wares as a petty chapman ; fome- 
times he imitated a horfe courfer, and at other times drove his own chariot in a flave’s habit ; while thofe j 
he chiefly promoted refembled himfelf, being the com- 
panions of his pleafures, or the minitters of his cruelty. If any perfon defired to be revenged on an enemy, 
by bargaining with Commodus for a fum of money, he 
was permitted to dellray him in fuch a manner as he 
thought proper. He commanded a perfon to be caft 
to the wild beads for reading the life of Caligula in 
Suetonius. He ordered another to be thrown into a burning furnace, for accidentally overheating his bath. 
He would fometimes, when he was in a good humour, 
cut oft' mens nofes, under a pretence of {having their 
beards; and yet he was himfelf fo jealous of all man- kind, that he was obliged to be his own barber. 

At length, upon the feaft of Janus, refolving to 
fence naked before the people, as a common gladiator, three 
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three of his friends remonflrated to him upon the in- 
decency of fuch a behaviour. Thefe were Laetus his 
general, Ele£tus his chamberlain, and Marcia a con- 
cubine, of whom he always appeared exceffively fond. 
Their advice was attended with no other effect than 
that of incenfing him againft them, and inciting him 
to refolve upon their deftru£Uon. It was his method, 
like that of Domitian, to fet down the names of all 
fuch as he intended to put to death in a roll, which he carefully kept by him. 

However, at this time happening to lay the roll on 
his bed while he was bathing in another room, it was 
taken up by a little boy whom he paflionately loved. 
The child, after playing with it for feme time, brought it to Marcia, who was inflantly alarmed at the con- 
tents. She immediately difeovered her terrors to Lae- tus andEletflus, who, perceiving their dangerous fitua- 
tion, inftamly refolved the tyrant’s death. After fome 
deliberation, it was agreed upon to difpatch him by 
poifon ; but this not fucceeding, Marcia hallily intro- 
duced a young man called Narcifius, and prevailed 
upon him to aflilf in ftrangling the tyrant. Commo- 
dus died in the thirty-firft year of his age, after an im* 
pious reign of twelve years and nine months. The fecrecy and expedition with which Commodus 
was affaffinated were fuch, that few w'ere 
at that time acquainted with the real cir- U. C. 945. 
cumftances of his death. His body was A. D. 191. 
wrapped up as a bale of ufelefs furniture, and carried through th? guards, mod. of whom were 
either drunk or alkep. 

Previous to the aflaflination, the confpirators had fixed upon a fuccefibr. Helaius Pertinax, whofe vir- 
tues and courage rendered him worthy of the mod ex- alted ftation, and who had palTed through many chan- 
ges of fortune, was fixed upon to fucceed him ; when, 
therefore, the confpirators repaired to his houfe to fa- lute him emperor, he confidered their arrival as a com- 

mand 
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mand from the emperor Commodus for his death. Up- ■ on Laetus entering his apartment, Pertinax, without * 
any (hew of fear, cried out, That for many days he ; 
had expefted to end his life in that manner, wonder- 1 
ing that the emperor had deferred it fo long. How- i 
ever, he was not a little furprifed when informed of 
the real caufe of their vifit; and being ftrongly urged < 
to accept of the empire, he at lad complied with their 
offer. 

Being carried to the camp, Pertinax was proclaimed j 
emperor, and foon after the citizens and fenate con- 
fented ; the joy at the eleftion of their new fovereign 
being fcarce equal to that for the death of their tyrant. ! 
They then pronounced Commodus a parricide, an ene- s 
my to the gods, his country, and all mankind, and ; 
commanded that his corpfe (hould rot upon a dunghill. 1 In the mean time, they fainted Pertinax, as emperor 
and Caefar, with numerous acclamations, and cheer- j 
fully took the oaths of obedience. The provinces foon ; 

after followed the example of Rome, fo that he began 
his reign, with univerfal fatisfa&ion to the whole em- 
pire, in the fixty-eighth year of his age. 

Nothing could exceed the juftice and wifdom of this 
monarch’s reign the (hort time it continued. But the praetorian foldiers, whofe manners he had attempted 
to reform, having been long corrupted by the indul- 
gence and ptofufion of their former monarch, began 
to hate him for the parfimony and difcipline he had in- 
troduced among them. They therefore refolved to de- throne him; and accordingly, in a tumultuous manner, 
marched through the ftreets of Rome, entered his pa- 
lace without oppofition, where a Tungrian foldier 
{truck him dead with a blow' of his lance. From the 
number of his adventures, he was called the Tennis- 
ball of fortune ; and certainly no man ever experienced 
fuch a variety of Htuations with fo blamelefs a charac- 
ter. He reigned but three months. 

The foldieis having committed this outrage, made proclamation 



EMPIRE OF ROME. 261 
proclamation that they would fell the 
empire to whoever would purchafe it at U. C. 954. 
the highed price. In conftquence of this A. D. 192. 
proclamation, two bidders were found, 
namely, Sulpician and Didius. The former a confular 
perfon, praefeft of the city, and fon-in- law to the late 
emperor Pertinax ; the latter a confular perfon, like- 
wife a great lawyer, and the wealthiell man in-the city. Sulpician had rather promifes than treafure to 
beftow. The offers of Didius, who produced im- 
menfe fums of ready money, prevailed. He was re- 
ceived into the camp, and the foldiers. inftantly fwore 
to obey him as emperor. Upon being conduced to the fenate houfe, he ad- 
dreffed the few fenators that were prefent in a very 
laconic fpeech. “ Fathers, you want an emperor, and I am the fitted perfon you can choofe.” The choice 
of the foldkrs was confirmed by the fenate, and Didius 
was acknowledged emperor, now in the fifty-feventh 
year of his age. 

It fhould feem by this weak monarch’s conduft, 
when feated on the throne, that he thought the go- 
vernment of an empire rather a pleafure than a toil. 
Inftead of attempting to gain the hearts of his fub- 
jecls, he gave himfelf up to eafe and inaftivity, utterly 
regardlefs of the duties of his ftation. He was mild 
and gentle indeed, neither injuring any, nor expecting to be injured. But that avarkc, by which he necame 
opulent, Itill followed him in his exaltationfo that 
the very foldhrs who eledted him foon began to de- teft him for thofe qualities, fo very oppofite to a mi- 
litary charafter 

I he people, alfo, againft whofe conjfeht he was cho- 
fen, were not lefs his enemies. Whenever he iffued 
from his palace, they openly poured iorth their im- 
precations againtt him, crying out that he was a thief, and had ftolen the empire. Didius, however, in the 
true fpirit of a trader, patiently bore' ah their re- 
proaches, fometimes beckoning to them with fmiles to 

approach 
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approach him, and teftifying his regard by every kind 
of fubmiflion. 

Soon after Severus, an African by birth, being pro- 
claimed by his army, began by promifing to revenge the death of Pertinax. 

Didius, upon being informed of his approach to- 
wards Rome, obtained the confentof the fenate to fend 
him ambafladors, offering to make him a partner in the 
empire. But Severus rejefted this offer, confcious of his 
own ftrength, and of the weaknefs of the propofcr. The 
fenate foon appeared of the fame fentiments, and per- ceiving the timidity and weaknefs of their prefent maf- 
ter, abandoned him. Being called together, as was for- 
merly pradlifed in the times'of the commonwealth, by j 
the confuls, they unanimoufly decreed, that Didius 
(hould be deprived of the empire, and that Severus 
fhould be proclaimed in his ftead. They commanded 
Didius to be flain, and fentmeflengers for this purpofe 
to the palace, where they found him difarmed, and dif- 
patched him, among a few friends, that ftill adhered to 
his intereft. 

Severus, having overcome Niger and Albinius, who 
•were his competitors for the empire, undertook next 
the reins of goverment, uniting great vigour with the 
moft refined policy ; yet his African cunning (for he 
was a native of Africa) was confidered as a particular defeft in him. He is celebrated for his wit, learning, 
and prudence, but equally blamed for perfidy and cruel- ty. In fliort, he feemed equally capable of the greateft 
atts of virtue, and the mofl; bloody feverities. * Upon his return to Rome, he leaded his foldiers with J 
rewards and honours, giving them fuch privileges as 
ftrengthened his own power, while they deftroyed that 
of the {bate. For the foldiers, who had hitherto {hewed 
the ftrongeft inclination to an abufe of power, were now made arbiters of the fate of emperors. 

Being thus fecure of his army, he refolved to give 
way to his natural turn for conqued, and to oppofs his 
arms againft the Parihians, who were then invading the frontiers 
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frontiers of the empire. Having therefore previoufly 
given the government of domeftic policy to one Plau- tian, a particular favourite, to whofe daughter he mar* 
ried his fon Caracalla, he fet out for the Eaft, and pro- fecuted the war with his ufual expedition and fuccefs. 
He forced fubmilhon from the king of Armenia, de- 
ftroyed feveral cities in Arabia Felix, landed on the 
Parthian coafts, took and plundered the famous city 
of Ctefiphon, marched back through Paleftine and Egypt, and at length returned to Rome in triumph. 

During this interval, Plautian, who was left to dire£l 
the affairs of Rome, began to think of afpiring to the 
empire himfelf. Upon the emperor’s return, he em- 
ployed a tribune of the prretorian cohorts, of which he 
was the commander, to aflaflinate him, as likewife his 
fon Caracalla. The tribune informed Severus of his fa- 
vourite’s treachery. He at firfl received it as an impro- 
bable ftory, and as the artifice of one who envied his 
favourite’s fortune. However, he was at laft perfuaded 
to permit the tribune to condutt Plautian to the empe- 
ror’s apartments, to be a teftimony againft himfelf. 
With this intent the tribune went and amufed him with 
a pretended account of his killing the emperor and his 
fon ; defired^him, if he thought fit to fee him dead, to 
go with him to the palace. As Plautian ardently de- 
fired their d aths, he readily gave credit to his relation, 
and following the tribune, was conduced at midnight into *he innermoft recefles. But what hiuft have been 
his difappointment, when, inftead of finding the empe- ror lying dead, as he expe&ed, he beheld the room 
lighted up with torches, and Severus, furrounded by his friends, prepared in array to receive him—Being afked by the emperor, with a ftern countenance, what had brought nim there at that unfeafonable time, he was 
at firft utterly confounded, and not knowing what ex- 
cufe to make, he ignomii ioufly confeffed the whole, 
intreating forgivenefs for wfiat he had intended. The 
emperor feemed incliaed to pardon ; but Caracalla his 
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fon, who, from the earliaft age, (hewed'a difpofuion to 
cruelty, with his fword ran him through the body. 

After this, he fpenf a confiderabl'e time in vifiting 
fome cities in Italy, permitting none of his officers to 
fell places of truft or dignity, and diftnbuting juftice 
with the ftrifteft impartiality. He then undertook an 
expedition into Britain, where the Romans were in 
danger of being deftrqyed, or compelled to fly the pro- 
vince. Wherefore, after appointing his two fons, Ga- 
raialla and Geta, joint fucceflbrs in the empire, and ta- 
king them with him, he landed in Britain, to the great 
terror of fuch as had drawn down his refentment. Up- 
on his progrefs into the country, he left his fon Geta 
in the fouth^rn part of the province, which had conti- ' 
nued in pbedjence, and marched, with his fon Caracalla, 
agajnft the Caledonians. In this expedition his army 
fuffered prodigious hardffiips in purfuing the enemy ; 
they were obliged to hew their way through intricate ] 
forefts, to drain extenfive marffies, and form bridges 
over rapid rivers; fo that he loft fifty thoufand men by 
fatigue and (icknefs. However, he fupported all thefe 
inconveniences with unrelenting bravery, and profe- 
cuted his fucceffes with fuch vigour, that he compel- 
led the enemy to beg for peace ; which they obtained, 
not without the furrender of a confrderable part of 
their country. It was there, that for its better fe- 
curity, he built the famous wall which goes by bis 
name, extending from Solway Frith on the weft, to 
the German Ocean on the eaft. He did not long fur- 
vive his fucceffes here, but died at York, in the (ixty- 
fixth year of his age, after an active, though cruel ! 
reign, of about eighteen years. 

Caracalla and Geta, his fons, being ac- 
U. C. 964. knowledged as emperors by the army, j A. D. 211. began to ffiew a mutual hatred to each 

other, even before their arivalpt Rome. ‘ 
But this oppofition was ijot of long continuance ; for ; 
Caracalla, being refolved to govern alone, furioully en- ; tered 
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tered Geta’s apartment, and, followed by ruffians, flew 
him in his mother’s arms. 

Being thus emperor, he went on to mark his courfe 
with blood. Whatever was done by Domiuan orNe- 
K> fell fliort of this monfter’s birbarities. 

His tyrannies at length excited the refentment of 
Macrinus, the comma 'derofthe forces in Mefopotamia, 
who employed one Martial, a man of great Itrength, 
and a centurion of tne guards, to difpatch rum. Ac- 
cordingly, as the emperor was riding out one day near 
a little city called Carrse, he happened td withdraw 
himfetf privately upon a natural occafion, with only one 
page to hold his horfe. This was the opportunity Mar- 
tial had fo long and ardently defired ■, wnerefore, run- 
ning td him hailily as if he had been called, he ftabbed 
the emperor in the back, fo that he died immediately, 
Having performed this hardy attempt, he then uocon- 
cerr-edly returned to his troop ; out, retiring by in- 
fenfible degrees, he endeavoured to fecure himfelf by 
flight. But his companions foon miffing him, and the 
page giving information of what had been done, he was 
purl'ued.by the German horfe, and cut in pieces. 

During the reign of this execrable tyrant, which con- 
tinued fix years, the empire was every day declining ; 
the foldiers were entirely mailers or every eleftion; and 
as there were various armies in different parts, fo there 
were as many interefts all oppofite to each other. 

The foldiers, without an emperor, after 
a fufpenfe of two days, fixed upon Maori- U. C. 970. 
nus, who took all puffible methods to con- A.D 217. 
ceal his being privy to C iracalla’s mur- 
der. The fenate confirmed their choice Ihortly after, 
and likewife that of his fon Diadumenus, whom he took 
as partner in the empire. Macrinus was fifty-three 
years old when he entered upon the government of the 
empire. He was of obfeure parentage, fome fay by 
birth a Moor, who, by the mere rotation of office, be- 
ing made firtt praefe£t of the praetorian bands, was now, 
by treafon and accident, called to fill the throne. 

He 
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He was oppofed by the intrigues of Mofa and her 

grandfon Heliogabalus, and, being conquered by fome 
feditious legions of his own army, he fled to Chalce- 
don, where thofe who were Cent in purfuit overtook 
and put him to death, together with his fon Diadume- 
nus, after a fhort reign of one year and two months. 

The fenateand citizens of Rome, being 
U. 0.97*. obliged to fubmit to the appointment of the 
A.D.218. army, as ufual, Heliogabalus afcended the 

throne at the age of fourteen. His Ihort 
life is but a tiflue of effeminacy, lull, and extravagance. 
He married, in the fmall fpace of four years, fix wives, 
and divorced them all. He was fo fond of the fex, 
that he carried his mother w ith him to the fienate-houfe, , 
and demanded that fhe fliould always be prefent when 
matters of importance were debated. He even went fo 
far as to build a fenate-houfe for women, with iuitable 
orders, habits, and di Hindi ion, of which his mother was 
made prefident. They met feveral times ; all their de- 
bates turning upon the falh ions of the day, and the dif- 
ferent formalities to be ufed at giving and receiving 
vifits. To thefe follies he added great cruelty, and 
boundlefs prodigality; fo that lie was heard to Cay, that ) 
fuch diflies as were cheaply obtained were fcarce worth , 
eating. It is even faid, he Grove to foretell what was | 
to happen, by infpedling the entrails of young men fa- ; crificed, and that he chofe the moft beautiful youths ! 
throughout Italy to be flain for that horrid purpofe. i 

However, his foldiers mutinying, as was row ufual ■ 
with them, they followed him to his palace, purfuing fi 
him from apartment to apartment, till at lall he was | 
found concealed in a privy. Having dragged him from ' 
thence through the ftreets with the moft bitter invec- 
tives, and, laving difpatched him, they attempted once 
more to fqueeze his pampered body in a privy ; but, ' 
not eafily effe&ing this, they threw it into the Tyber j 
with heavy weights, that none might afterwards find, ; 
•r give it burial. This was the ienominious death of ' Helin- 
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Heliogabalus, in the eightee *th year of his age, after a 
deteiUble reign of four years. To him fucceeded Alexander his coufin- y £ 
germ.m, w o, without oppofition, being ^ 
declared emperor, the fenate, with their 
ufual adulatioi , were for conferring new titles upon 
him ; but he modeftly declined them ail. To the moft 
rigid juftice he added the greatell hu ua; ity. He loved 
the good, and was a fevere reprover of the lewd and 
infamous. His accompli(h ients were e#<jual to his vir- 
tues. He was an excellent mathematician, geometri- 
cian, and mufician ; he was equally Ikilful in painting 
and fcuipture, and in poetry few of his time could 
equal him. In Ihort, fucn were his talents, and fuch 
the folidity of his judgement, that, though but fixteen 
years of age, he was confidered as a wife old man. 

About the thirteenth year of his reign, the Upper 
Germa sandother northern nations began to pour down 
immenfe fwarms of people upon the more fout.her.i parts 
of the empire. They paffed the Rhine and the Danube 
with fuch fury, that all Italy was thrown into the molt 
extreme co fternation. The emperor, ever ready to ex- 
pofe his perfon for the fafety of his people, cade what 
levies he could, and went in perfon to Item the torrent, 
which he fpeedily effe&ed. It was in the courfe of his 
fucceffes again ft the enemy that he was cut off by a mu- 
tiny among his own foldiers. He died in the twenty- 

! ninth year of his age, after a profperous reign of thir- 
teen years and nine days 

The tumults, occafioned by the death of U. C. 988. 
Alexander, being appeafed, Maximin, who A. D. 235. 
had been the chief promoter of the ledi- 
tion, was chofen emperor. This extraordinary man, 
whofe chara&er deferves particular attention, was born 
of very obfcure parentage, being the fon of a poor herdf- 
man of Thrace. In the beginning he followed liis father’s 
humble profeflion, and only exercifed his perfonal cou- 
rage againft the robbers, who infefted that part of the 
country in which he lived. Soon after, his ambition 

M 2 increafing, 
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increafing, he left this poor employment, and enlifted in 
the Roman army, where he foon became remarkable 
for his great flrength, difcipline, and courage. This gi- 
gantic man was no lefs than eight feet and an half high; 
he had a body and ftrength correfponding to his fize, 
being not lefs remarkable for the magnitude than the 
fymmetry of his perfon. His wife’s bracelet ufually 
ferved him for a thu i‘b ring; and his ftrength was fo 
great, that he was able to draw a carriage which two 
oxen could not move. He could ftrike out a horfe’s 
teeth with a blow of his fift, and break his thigh 
with a kick. His diet was as extraordinary as the reft ; 
of his endowments: he generally ate forty pounds ! 
weight of flefti everyday, and drank fix gallons of wine, ' 
without committing any debauch in either. With a 
frame fo athletic, he was pofieffed of a mind undaunted ‘ 
in danger, and neither fearing nor regarding any man. 
The firft time he was made known w’as to the emperor < 
Severus, who was then celebrating games on the birth,. | 
day of his for Geta. He overcame fixteen in running, j 
one after the other; he then kept up with the emperor 
on horfeback; and having fatigued him in the courfe, : 
he was oppofed to feven of the moft active foldiers, and 
overcame them with the greateft eafe. From that time ! 

he was particularly noticed, and taken into the empe- 
ror’s body guard; and, by the ufual gradations of pre- 
ferment, came to be chief commander, equally remark- ' 
able for his fimplicity, difcipline, and virtue; and upon ' 
coming to the empire, he was found to be one ot the 
greateft monfters cf cruelty that ever difgraced power; i 
and, fearful of nothing himfelf, he feemed to fport j 
with the terrors of all mankind 

However, his cruelties did not retard his military ’ 
operations, which were carried on with a fpirit beco- 
ming a better monarch. He overthrew the Germans in \ 
feveral battles, wafted all their country with fire and j 
fword for four hundred miles together, and fet a refolu- 
jion of fubduing all the northern nations as far as the ! 

ocean. 
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ocean. In thefe expeditions, in order to attach the foldiers 
more firmly to him, he increafed their pay; and in every 
duty of the camp he himfelf took as much pains as the 
meaneft feiitinel in his army,ftiewing incredible courage 
andaffiduity. In every engagement,where vertheconflidl: 
was hotteft,M xim n was always feen fighting there in 
perfon, and deftroying all before him: For, being bred 
a b <rbarian, he confidered it as bjs duty to combat asU 
common foldier, while he commanded as a general. 

In the mean time, his cruelties had fo alienated the 
minds of his fubjefls, that feveral confpiracies were fe- 
cretly aimedagainft him .None of them however fucceed- 
ed; till atlaft his own foldiers, being Iftngharafled by fa- 
mine and fatigue, and hearing of revolts on every fide, re- 
fol ved to termini te their calamities by the tyrant’s death. 
His great ftrength, and his be mg always armed, were at 
firft the principal motives to deter any from affaffinating 
him ; butat length having made his guards accomplices iu 
their defign, they fer upon him while he fleptat noon in 
bis tent, and flew both him and his fori, whom he had 
made his partner in the empire, without any oppofition. 
Thus died this moft remarkable man, after an ufurpation 
of about three years, and in the fixty-fifth year of his 
age. His afiiduity when in humble ftation, and his 
cruelty when in power, ferve very well to evince, that 
there are fomemenwhofe virtues are fitted for obfeurtty, 
as there are others who only fhewthemfelves great whea 
placed in an exalted ftation. 

The tyrant being dead, and his body jj £ t thrown to dogs and birds of prey, Pupie- ^ 99** 
nus and Balbinus continued for fome time ‘ * 3 • emperors without oppnfition. 

But differing among themfelves, the prjetorian fol- 
diers, who were the enemies of !h, fet upon th6m in 
their palace at a time when their guards were amufed 
with feeing the Capitoline games, and dragging them 
from the palace towards the camp, flew them both, 
leaving their dead bodies in the ftreets as a dreadful 
inftance of their fedition. 

M 3 I 
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U C Qoi In themidft of this fedition, as the mu- j-j‘ '-g tineers were proceeding along, tliey by ac- 3 * cident met Gordian, the grandfon of him 
who was flain in Africa, whom they declared emperor 
upon the fpol. This prince was but fixteen years old 
when he began his reign ; but hisvirtues fee red to com- 
penfate for his want of experience. His principal aims 
were to unite the oppofing members of the government, 
and to reconcile the foldiers and citizens to each other. 

The army, however, began as ufual to murmur, and 
tb eircomplaintswere artfully fomented by Philip, an Ara- 
bian, who was praetorian praefed. Things thus proceed- 
ed from bad to worfe; Philip was at firft made equal in 
the commandof the empire; (hortlyafterhe wasinvefted 
with the foie power ; and at length finding himfelf ca- 
pable of perpetrating his long meditated cruelty, Gordian 
was by his order flain in the twenty-fecond year of his 
age, after a fuccefsful reign of near fix years. 
U C 6 Philip having thus murdered his bene- 
A D* 2 " ^a^or* was fottunate as to be immedi- •243- ately acknowledged emperor by the army. 
Upon his exaltation he afibciated his fon, a boy of fix 
years of age, as his partner in the empire; and, in order 
to fecure his power at home, made peace with the Per- 
fians, and marched his army towards Rome. However, 
the army revolting in favour of Decius his general, 
and fetting violently upon him, one of the fentinels at a 
blowout off his head, or rather cleaved it afunder, fe- 
parating the under jaw from the upper. He died in the 
forty-fifth year of his age, after a reign of about five 
years, Decius being univerfally declared his fucceflbr. 
U C tool The a£livity and wifdom of Decius feem- 
A d' 2 8 " ec^ ^ome mea^ure t0 ft°P ^ hafien- * ing decline of the Roman empire. The 
fenate feemed to think fo highly of his merits, that 
they voted him not inferior to Trajan ; and indeed he 
feemed in every inflance to confult the dignity of the 
fenators in particular, and the welfare of all the in- 
ferior ranks of people. But 
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But no virtues could now prevent the approaching 

downfall of the ftate; the obftinate difputes between the 
Pag ns and the Ghriftians within the empire, andtheun- 
ceali .g irruptio./s of barbarous nations from without, 
eafeebled it bey ond the power of remedy. He was killed 
in a ambufcade of the enemy, in the fiftieth year of his 
age, after a ftiort reign of two years and fix months. 

Gallus, who had betrayed the Roman ^ ^ I0Q1 army, had addrefs enough to get himfelf j) ' 2 j 
declared emperor by that part of it which ’ ' > * 
furvived the defeat; he was forty-five years old when he 
began to reign, and was defeemied from an honourable 
family in Ro ne. He was the firft who bought a dis- 
honourable peace from the enemies of the ftate, agree- 
ing to pay a confiderable annual tribute to the Goths, 
whom it vtas his duty to reprefs. 

He was regardlefs of every national calamity, and loft 
to debauch and fenfuality. The Pagans were allowed 
a power of perfecuting the Ghrillians t irough all parts 
of tne ftate Thefe calamities were fucceeded by a 
peftilence from heaven, that fee ned to have in general 
Spread over every part of the earth, and which continued 
raging forfeveral years in an unheard of manner; and 
all thefe by a civil war, which followed Ihortly after, be- 
tween Gallus and his general aE nilianus, who, having 
gained a viftory over the Goths, was proclaimed empe- 
ror by his conquering army. Gallus, hearing this, foon 
roufed from the intoxications of pleafure; and, prepa- ring to oppofe his dangerous rival, he, with his fon, 
were {lain by iEmiliatius in a battle fought in Mefia. 
His death was merited, and his vices were luch as to de- 
ferve the deteftation of pofterity. He died in the forty- 
feventh year of his age, after an unhappy reign of two years and four months, in which the empire fuftered 
inexpreflible calamities. 

The fenaterefufed to acknowledge the U. C. 1006. claims of yEmilianus; and an army that A. D. 253. 
was ilationed neat the Alps, chofe Va- 
lerian, their own commander, to fucceed to the throne, 

M 4 who 
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■who fet about reforming the Rate with a fpirit that 
feemed to mark a good mind, and unabated vigour. But 
reformation was then grown almoft impra&icable. The 
Perfians, under their king Sapor, invaded Syria, and 
coming into Mefopotamia, took the unfortunate Vale- 
rian prifoner, as he was making preparations to oppofe 
them. Nothing can exceed the indignities, as well as 
the cruelties, which were praflifed upon this unhappy 
monarch, thus fallen into the hands of his enemies. Sa- 
por, we are told, always ufed him as a footftool for 
mounting his horfe ; he added the bitternefs of ridicule 
to his infults, and ufually obferved, that an attitude 
Jike^that to which Valerian was reduced was the bell 
ftatue that could be erefted in honour of his vidlory. 
This horrid life of infult and fufferance continued for 
feven years, and was at length terminated by the cruel 
Perfian’s commanding his prifoner’s eyes to be plucked 
out, and afterwards caufing him to be Head alive. 

Valerian being taken pr i foner, as hath 
U. C. 1012. been juft mentioned, Galienps his fon, 
A. D. 259. promiling to revenge the infult, was cho- 

fen emperor, being then about forty-one 
years old. However, he foon difcovered that he fought rather the fplendours than the toils of the empire ; for, 
after having overthrown Ingenuus, a commander in 
Pannonia, who had affumed the title of emperor, he 
fat down as if fatigued with conqueft, and gave himfelf 
up to eafe and luxury. 

It was at this time that no lefs than thirty pretenders 
were feen contending with each other for the dominion 
of the Rate, and adding the calamities of civil war to 
the reft of the misfortunesof thisdevotedempire. Thefe 
are generally known in hiftory by the name.ot the 
Thirty Tyrants. 

In this general calamity, Galienus, though at firR 
feemingly infenfible, was at length obliged, for his own 
private fecurity, to take the field, and lead an army to 
befiege the city of Milan, which had been taken by one 
af the thirty ufurping tyrants. It was there he was Rain 
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flain by his own foldiers, Martian, one of his generais, 
having confpired againft him. Flavius Claudius, being nominated to U. C. 1021; 
fucceed, he was joyfully accepted by all A. D. 268. 
orders of the Rate, and his title confirmed 
by the fenate and the people. We are not fufficiently 
allured of this emperor’s lineage and country. Some 
affirm that he was born in Dalmatia, and defcended from 
an ancient family there; others affert that he was a Tro- 
jan, and others ftill that he was fon to the emperor Gor- 
dian. But, whatever might have been his defcent, his 
merits were by no means doubtful. He was a n an of great valour and conduft, having performed the molt ex- 
cellent fervices again!! the Goths, who had long conti- 
nued to make their irruptions into the empire ; but, on 
his march againft that barbarous people,ashe approach- 
ed near the city Sirmium, in Panonnia, he was feiied 
with a peftilential fever, of which he died in a few days, 
to the great regret of his fubjefts, and the irreparable 
lofs of the Roman empire. 

Upon the death of Claudius, Aurelian U. C. 1023. 
was univerfally acknowledged by all the A D. 270. 
ftates of the empire, and affumed the 
com : and with a greater firare of power than his pre- 
decefibrs had enjoyed for fome time before. This aftive 
monarch was born of mean and obfcure parentage, in 
Dacia, and was about fifty-five years old at the time of 
his coming to the throne. He had fpent the early part 
of his life in the army, and had rifen through all the 
gradations of military duty. He was of unffiaken cou- 
rage, and amazingftrength; he in one fingle engagement 
killed forty of the enemy with his own hand, and above 
nine hundred at feveral different times. In ffiort, his 
valour and expedition were fuch, that he was compared 
to Julius Csefar; and in fa£t only wanted mildnefs and 
clemency to be every way his equal. 

Among the number of thofe who were compelled to 
fubmit to his power, we may reckon the famous Zeno- 
bia, queen of Palmyra. He fubdued her country, de- 
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thi celebrated critic, who was lecretary to the queen, 
was, by Aurelian’s order, put to death. Zenobia was 
referved to grace his triumph, and afterwards allotted 
fuch lands, and fuch an income, as ferved to maintain 
her in almoll her former fplendour. 

Hisdeverities at lait were the caufe of his deftru&ion. 
MeneltheuSjhis principal fecretary, having been threat- 
ened by him for fome fault which he had committed, 
foimed a confpiracy againft him ; and, as the emperor 
palled with a fmall guard from Heraclea in Thrace to- 
vrardsByzantium, theconfpiratorsfet upon him at once, 
and flew him with very fmall refiftance. He was (lain 
in tne fixtieth, or, as fome fay, the lixty-third year of 
his age, after a very a&ive reign of almoft five years. 

After fome time, the fenate made 
U. C. 1028. choice of Tacitus, a man of great merit, 
A. D. 275. andnowayambitiousofthehonoursthat were offered him, being at that time fe- 
venty-five years old 

A reign begun with much moderation and juft ice only 
wanted continuance to have made the empire happy; but, 
after enjoying the empire about fix months, he died of a 
fever in his march to oppofe the Perfians and Scythians, 
who had invaded the eaftern parts of the empire. 

During this fhort period, the fenate feemed to have a 
large fliare of authority; and the hiftorians of the times 
are one and all liberal of their praifes to fuch emperors 
as were thus willing to divide their power. 

Upon the death of Tacitus, the whole army, as if by 
com ion confent, cried out, that Probus fhould be empe- 
ror. He was forty-four years old when he afeended the 
throne; was born of nobleparc tage at Sirmium, inPan- 
nonia, and bred up a foldier from his youth. He began 
early to diftinguilh himfelf for his difeipline and valour, 
being frequently the firft man that, in befieging towns, 
fealed the walls, or that burl! into the enemy’s camp. 
He w’as equally remarkable for fi gle combats, and fa- 
cing the lives of many eminent citizens : Nor were his aftivity 
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aftivityand courage, when ele&ed to the empire,lefa ap- 
parent than in his private ftation. Every year now pro- 
duced only new calamities to the empire, and frelh ir- 
ruptions on every fide threatened univerl'al defolation ; 
perhaps at this time no abilities, except thofe of Probus, 
were capable of oppofing fuch united invafions. 

However, in the end, his own mutinous foldiers, ta- 
king their opportunity, as he was marching into Greece, 
fet upon and flew him, after he had reigned fix years and 
four months with general approbation. 

Carus, who was praetorian praefedt U. C. 1035. 
to the deceafed emperor, was chofen by A. D. 282. 
the army to fuceeed him; and he, to 
ftrengthen hisauthority, united his two fons Carious and 
iNumerian with him in command; the former of whom ’ 
was as much fullied by his vices, as the youngerwas re- 
markable for his virtues, modefty, and courage. Cams 
was, ihortly after his exaltation, ftruck dead by light- 
ning in his tent, with many others that were round him. 

Numerian, the yonogeft fon, who accompanied his 
father in this expedition, was inconfolable for his death, 
and brought fucn a diforder upon his eyes with weep- 
ing, that he was obliged to be carried along with the 
army fliut up in a elofe litter. The peculiarity of his 
fituation,after fome time, excited the ambition of Aper, 
his father-in-law, who fuppofed that he could now, 
without any great danger, aim at the empire himfelf. 
He therefore hired a mercenary villain to murder the 
emperor in his litter ; and, the better to conceal the 
fadt, gave out that he was ftill alive, but unable to en- 
dure the light. The oflenlivenefs, however, of his fmell, 
at lengtn difcovered the treachery, and excited an uni- 
verfal uproar throughout the whole army. In the 
midft of this tumult, Dioclefian, one of the moft noted 
commanders of his time, was chofen emperor, and with 
his own hand flew Aper; having thus, as it is faid, fuU 
filled a prophecy, which had faid, that Hioclefian fliould 
be emperor after he had flain a boar, 

M 0 Carious, 
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Carinus, the remaining fon, did not long furvive his 

father and brother. 
Dioclefian was a perfon of mean birth, 

A D 28^"* being fuPP°fe^ to be, according to fome, the fon of a fcriviner; and of a flave, accord- 
ing to others. He received his name from Dioclea, the 
town in which he was born, being about forty years old 
when he was elefted to the empire He owed his ex- 
altation entirely to his merit, having pafl'ed through all 
the gradations of office with fagacity, courage, and fuc- 
cefs. 

In his time, the northern hive, as it was called, 
poured down their fwarms of barbarians upon the Ro- 
man empire. Ever at war with the Romans, they ii- 
fued when the armies that went to reprefs their inva- 
lions were called away ; and upon their return, they 
as fuddenly withdrew into their cold, barren, and inac- 
ceffible retreats, which only themfelves could endure. 
In this manner the Scythians, Goths, Sarmatians,Alani, 
Catti, and Quadi, came dow^ in incredible numbers, 
while every defeat feemed but to increafe their ftrength 
and perfeverance. After gaining many vi&ories over 
theie,and in the midft of his triumphs, Dioclefian and 
Maximian, his partner in the empire, furprifed the 
world, by refigning their dignities on the fame day, 
and both retiring into private Rations. In this content- 
ed manner Dioclefian lived for fome time, and at laft 
died either by poifon or madnefs; but this is uncertain. 
His reign, which continued twenty years, was active and 
ufeful: and his authority, which was tinctured with fe- 
verity, was well adapted to the depraved Rate of mo- 
rals at that time. 
TT „ Upon the refignationof thetwocmpe- 

* ‘ IOS'‘ rors, the two Caefafs, whom they had • • o°4* before chofen, were univerfally acknow- 
ledged as their fuccefibrs, namely Conflantius Chlorus, 
who was fo called from the palenefs of his complexion, 
being virtuous, valiant, and merciful; and Galerius, 
who was brave, but brutal, incontinent, and cruel. As there 
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there was fuch a dtlparity in their te m pers, they rea- 
dily agreed, upon coming into full power, to divide' 
the empire, Conftantius being appointed to govern the 
weftern parts. 

Conftantius died in Britain, appointing Conftantine, 
his fon,as his fucceffor. Galefius was feized with a very 
extraordinary diforder in his privities, which baffled all 
the fkill of his phyficians, and carried him off, after he 
had languifhed in torment for near the fpace of a year. 

Conftantine, afterwards furnamed the ^ ^ 
Great, had fotne competitors at firft for ^ 
the throne. Among the reft was Maxen- ' ‘ 3I£* 
tins, who was at that time in poffeflion of Rome, and 
a ftedfaft affertor of Paganifm. It was in Conftantine’s 
march againft that ufurper that we are allured he was' 
converted to Chriftianity by a very extraordinary ap- 
pearance. One evening, as we are told, the army being 
upon its march towards Rome, Conftantine was taken 
up with various confiderations upon the fate of fublu- 
nary things,and the dangers of his approaching expedi- 
tion. Senfible of his own incapacity to fucceed without 
divine affiftance, he employed his meditations upon the 
opinions that were chiefly agitated among mankind, 
and fent up his ejaculations to Heaven to infpire him 
with wifdom to choofe the path to purfue. It was then, 
as the fun was declining, that there fuddenly appeared a 
pillar of light in the heavens, in the fafhion of a crofs, 
with this infcription, TOUTO niica, In this overcome. So 
extraordinary an appearance did not fail to create afto- 
nilhment both in the emperor and his whole army, who 
confidered it as their various difpolitions led them to be- lieve. Thofe who were attached to Paganifm, prompted 
by their aufpices, pronounced it to be a moft inaufpicious 
omen, portending the rr oft unfortunate events: but it 
made a different impreffion on the emperor’s mind, who,1 

as the account goes, was farther efneouraged by vifions' the fame night. He therefore the day following caufed a royal ftandard to be made, like that which he had feen 
in the heavens, and commanded it to be carried before 

him 
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him in his wars, as an enfign of vidlory and celefiial 
proteilion. After this, he confulted with feveral of the 
principal teachers of Chriftianity, and made a public 
avowal of that facred perfualion. 

Conftantine having thus attached his foldiers to his 
intereft, who were moftly of the Chriftian perfuafion, 
loft no time in entering Italy with ninety thoufand foot, 
and eight thoufand horfe, and foon advanced almoft to 
the very gates of Rome. Maxentius advanced from the 
city wuth an army of an hundred and feventy thoufand 
foot, and eighteen thoufand horfe. The engagement was 
for fome time fierce and bloody, till, his cavalry being 
routed, vi&ory declared upon the fide of his opponent, 
and he himfelf was drowned in his flight, by the breaking 
down of a bridge, as he attempted to crofs the Tyber. 

Conftantine, in confequence of this viftory, entering 
the city, difclaimed all praifes which the fenate and tne, 
people were ready to offer, afcribing his fuccefs to a 
luperior power. He even caufed the crofs, which he 
was faid to have feen in the heavens, to be placed at 
the right of all his ftatues, with this infcription: 
“ That, under the influence of that vi&orious crofs, 
Conftantine had delivered the city from the yoke of ty- 
rannical power, and had reftored the fenate and people 
of Rome to their ancient authority.” He afterwards or- 
dained that no criminal fhould for the future fuffer 
death by the crofs, which had formerly been the moft 
ufual way of punilhing flaves convifted of capital of- 
fences. Edifts were foon after iffued, declaring that the 
Chriftians ftiould be eafed from all their grievances, 
and received into places of truft and authority. . 

Tnings continued in this ftate for fome time, Con- 
ftantine contributing what was in his power to tue in- 
tereft of religion, and the revival' of-learning, which 
had long been upon the decline, and was alniolt wholly 
extinfl in the empire. But, in the midft of thefe afli- 
duities, the peace of the empire was again difturbed 
by the preparations of Maximinwho governed in the 
Eaft, and who, defirous of a full participation of power, inarched 
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marched againft Licinius with a very numerous army. 
In confequence of this ftep, after many conflifts, a 
general engagement enfued, in which Maximin luffcred 
a total defeat; many of his troops were cut to pieces, 
and thofe that furvived fubmitted to the conqueror. 
Having however efcaped a general carnage, he once 
more put himfelf at the head of another army, refol- 
ving to try the fortune of the field ; but his death pre- 
vented the defign. As he died by a very extraordinary 
kind of madnei's, the Chriltians, of whom he was the 
declared enemy, did not fail to afcribe his end to a judge- 
ment from Heaven; but this was the age in which falfe 
judgements and falfe miracles made up the bulk of un- 
inllrudive hiftory. 

Conftantine and Licinius thus remaining undifputed 
poffeffors and partners in the empire, all things pro- 
mifed a peaceable continuance of friendlhip and power. 
However, it was foon found, that the fame ambition 
that aimed after a part would be content with nothing 
lefs than the whole. Pagan writers afcribe the rupture 
between thefe two potentates to Conftantine; while the 
Chriftians, on the other hand, impute it wholly to Li- 
cinius. Both fides exerted all their power to make op- 
polition ; and, at the head of very formidable armies, 
came to an engagement near Cybalis, in Pannonia. 
Conftantine, previous to the battle, in the midft of his 
Chriftiau bilhops, begged the afliftance of Heaven, 
while Licinius, with equal zeal, called upon the Pagan 
priefts to intercede with the gods in his favour. The 
fuccefs was on the fide of truth. Conftantine, after an 
obftinate refiftauce, became vi&orious, took the ene- 
my’s camp, and, after foine time, compelled Licinius 
to fue for a truce, which was agreed upon. But this 
was of no long continuance : for, foon after, the war 
breaking out afrefti, and the rivals coming once more 
to a general engagement, it proved decifive. Licinius 
was entirely defeated, and purfued by Conftantiue into 
Nicomedia, where he furrendered himfelf up to the 
viflor, having firft obtained an oath that his life fhould 
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. be fpared, and th.^t he ftiould be permitted to pafs ths I 

retTiainder of his days in retirement. This, however, f 
Conftantine Ihortly after broke ; for, ei ther fearing hisi j 
defigns, or finding him aflually engaged in frefli con- | 
fpiracies, he commanded him to be put to death, to- | 
gether with Martian his general, who i'ome time before ! 
had been created Caefar. 

Conftantine, being thus foie monarch of the empire, 
refolved to eftabliftiChriftianity on fofure abafisthatno 
new revolutions fliould fliake it. He commanded, that in | 
all the provinces of the empire, the orders of the biihops j 
fhouId be exactly obeyed. He called alfo a general coun- ] 
cil of thefe, in order to reprefs the herefies that had al- j 
ready crept into the church, particularly that of Anus, j 
To this place repaired about three hundred and eighteen ] 
biihops, befides a multitude of prefbyters and deacons, | 
toge her with the emperor himfelf, who all, except | 
about feventeen, concurred in condemning the tenets 
of Arius ; and this herefiarch, with his aflociates, was \ 
banilhed into a remote part of the empire. 

Having thus reftored univerfal tranquillity to the 
empire, he was not able to ward off the calamities of a 
more domeftic nature. As the wretched hiftones of 
this period are entirely at variance with each other, it 
is not eafy to tell the motives which induced him to 
put his wife Faufla and his fon Crifpus to death. The 
moft plaufible account is this. Faufta, the emprefs, 
who was a woman of great beauty, but of extravagant 
defires, had long, though fecretly, loved Crifpus, Con- 
ftantine’s fon by a former wife. She had tried every 
art to infpire this youth with a mutual paflion ; and, 
finding her more diftant efforts ineffeft-ual, had even 
the confidence to make him an open confeffion of her 
defires. This produced an explanation which was fatal 
to both. Crifpus received her addrefies with detefta- 
tion ; and, Ihe to be revenged, accufed him to the em- 
peror. Conftantine, fired at once with jealoufy and 
rage, ordered him to die without a hearing ; nor did 
his innocence appear till it was too late fox redrefs. The 
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The only reparation, therefore, that remained, was the 

putting Faufta, the wicked inftrument of his former 
cruelty, to death ; which was accordingly executed up-^ 
on her, together with fome others, who had been ac- 
complices in her falfehood and treachery. 

But it is fuppofed that all the good he did was not equal 
to recompenle the evil the empire fuftained by histranf- 
ferring the feat of it from Rome to Byzantium,or ConT ftantinople, as it was afterwards called. Whatever might 
have been the reafons which induced him to this under- 
taking, whether it was becaufe he was offended.at fome 
affronts he had received at Rome, or that he fuppofed 
Conflantinople more in the centre of the empire, or 
that he thought the eaftern parts more required his 
prefence, experience has (hewn that they were all weak 
and groundlefs. The empire had long before been in 
a moff declining ffate; but this in a great meafure gave 
precipitation to its downfall. After this it never re- 
fumed its former fplendour ; but, like a flower tranf- 
planted into a foreign clime, languifhed by degrees, 
and at length funk into nothing. 

His firft defign was to build a city which he might 
make the capital of the world ; and for t is purpofe he 
made choice of a fituation at Chalcedon, in Aha Minor; 
but we are told, that in laying out toe ground plan, an 
eagle caught up the line, and flew with it over to By- 
zantium, a city which lay upon the oppoflte fide of the 
Bofp iorus. Here, therefore, it was thought expedient to fix the feat of empire ; and indeed nature feemed to 
have formed it with all the conveniences, and ^ll the 
beauties, which might induce power to make it the feat 
of its refidence. It was fuuated on a plain that rofe 
gently from the water; it commanded that ftrait which 
unites the Mediterranean with theEuxine fea^and was 
furnifhed with all the advantages which the moft in- 
dulgent climate could bellow. This city, 
therefore, he beautified with the moil U. C. 1084. 
magnificent edifices ; he divided it into A. D. 330. 
fourteen regions ; built a capito), an am- 

phitheatre, 
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phitheatre, many churches, and other public works; 
and having thus rendered it equal to the magnificence 
of his idea, he dedicated it in a very folemn manner 
to the God of martyrs ; and in about two years after 
repaired thither with his whole court. 

This removal produced no immediate alteration in the government of the e - pire ; the inhabitants of 
Rome, though with reluclance,fubmitted tothechange; 
nor was there for two or three years any difturbance in 
the ftate; until at length the Goths, finding that the 
Romans had withdrawn all their garrifons along the 
Danube, renewed their inroads, and ravaged the coun- 
try with unheard of cruelty. Confta. tine, however, 
foon repreffed their incurfions, and fo firaitened them, 
that near a hundred thoufand of their number perifhed 
by cold and hunger. 

Another great error afcribed to him, is the dividing 
the empire among his fons. Conftantine, the emperor’s 
eldeft fo , commanded in Gaul, and the weftern pro- 
vinces ; Conftantius, his fecond, governed Africa and 
Illyricum ; and Conflans, the youngeft, ruled in Italy. 
This divifion of the empire Hill farther contributed to 
its downfall ; for the united ftrength of the ftate being 
no longer brought to reprefs invafion, the barbarians 
fought with fuperior numbers, and conquered at laft, 
though often defeated. Conftantine was about fixty 
years old, and had reigned about thirty, when he found 
his health began to decline. His diforder, which -was 
an ague, increafing, he went to Nicomedia, where, find- 
ing himfelf without hopes of a recovery, he caufed him- 
felf to be baptized; and, having foon after received the 
facrament, he expired, after a memorable and a£tive 
reign of almoft thirty-two years. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Of the Dejiruttion of the Roman Empire after the 
Heath of Constantine, and the Events which 
hajlened its Cataftrophe. 

FROM tins dreary period, the recovery of the em- 
pire was become defperate ; no wifdom could ob- 

viate its decadence, no courage oppofe the evils that 
furrounded it on every fide. Were we to enter into a 
deiail concerning the eharafters of the princes of thofe times, it fliould be rather of the conquerors than the 
conquered, of thofe Gothic chiefs, wno led a more vir- 
tuous and more courageous peopie to the conqueft of 
nations corrupted by vice, and enervated by luxury. 

Thefe barbarians were at firft unknown to the Ro- 
mans, and for fome time after had been only incom- 
modious to them. Rut they were now become formi- 
dable, and arofe in fuch numbers, that the earth feem- 
ed to produce a new race of mankind to complete the 
empire’s deltruftion. They had been increafing in their 
hideous deferts, amidft regions frightful with eternal 
fnows, and had long omy waited the opportunity of co- 
ming down into a more favourable climate. Againlt 
fuch an enemy no courage could avail, nor abilities be 
fuccel'sful ; a vidory only cut off numbers without an 
habitation and a name, loon to be iucceeded by others 
equally defperate and obfeure. 

The emperors, who had to contend with this people, 
were molt of them furnilhed neither with courage nor 
condudt to oppole. Iheir relidence in Alia feemed to 
enervate their maMiers, and produced a dtfire in them to be adored like the monarchs of the Eall. Sunk in 
foftnels, they Ihewed tnemfelves with lei's frequency to 
the foldiers; they became more indolent, fonder of do- 
meltic plcaiures, and more abitracted from the empire. 
Conllantius, who reigned thirty-eight years, was weak, 
timid, and unfuccefsful; governed by his eunuchs and his wives, d unfit to prop the falling empire. Julian, 
his fucceffor, iurnamed the apollate, upon account of his 

relapfing 
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relapfinginto Paganifm, was notwitbfta ding a very good 
and a very valiant prince. He, by his w ifdon., condu£t, 
and ceconomy, chafed the barbarians, thr t had taken fifty 
towns upon the Rhine, out of their new fettlements; and 
his name was a terror to them durmg his reign, which 
lafted but two years. Jovian a' d Valentinian had virtue 
and ftrength fufficientto prefervetheempirefrom imme- 
diately falling under its enemies. No prince faw the ne^ 
ceffity of reftoring the ancient plan of the empire more 
than Valentinian; theformeremperorshaddraine'daway 
all the frontier garrifons merely to ftrengthen their own 
power at home ; but his whole life was Employed i- for- 
tifying the banks of the Rhine, making levies, railing 
caftles, placing troops in proper ftanons, and furmlhing 
them with Yubfiftence for their fupport : but an event 
that no human prudence could fovefee brought up a 
new enemy to affilt in the univerfal deftrudtion. 

The trad of land which lies between the P lus Maeo- 
tis, the mountains of Caucafu ,and the Cafpian Sea, was 
inhabited by a numerous lavage people that went by the 
name of the Huns and Alans. Their foil w'as fertile, and 
the inhabitants fond of robbery and plunder. As they 
imagined it impra&icable tocrofs thePalus Maeotis, they 
were altog;'ther unacquainted with the Romans, fo that 
they remained confined witnin the limits their ignorance 
hadaffigned them, while other nations plundered with fe- 
curity. It has been the opinion of fome, that the {lime 
which was rolled down by the current of the Tanais.had 
by degrees formed a kind of incruftation on the furlace 
of the CiramEerian Bofphorus, over which thofe people 
are luppofed to have palled. Others relate, that two 
young Scythians being in full purfuit of an heifer, the 
terrified creature fw^am over an arm of the fea, and the 
youths immediately following her, found themfelves in 
a new w'orld upon the oppofne Ihore. 

Upon their return, they did not fail to relate the 
wonders of the ftrange lands and countries which they 
had difeovered. Upon their information,,™ innumerable 
body of Huns palled thofe llraits,and, meeting firlt with the 
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the Goths, made that people fly before them. The 
Goths, in confternation, prefented themfelves on the 
banks of the Danube, and, with a fuppliant air, entreat- 
ed the Romans to allow them a place of refuge. This 
they eafily obtained from Valens, who affigned them fe- 
veral portions of land in Thrace, but left them deftitute 
of all needful fupplies. Stimulated,therefore,by hunger 
and refentment, they foon after arofe againft their pro- 
te&prs, and, in a dreadful engagement, which was 
fought near Adrianople, they deftroyed Valens himfelf, 
and the greateft part of his army. 

It was in this manner the Roman armies grew 
weaker; fo that the emperors, finding it difficult at lafl 
to raife levies in the provinces, were obliged to hire one 
body of barbarians to oppofe another. This expedient 
had its ufe in circumftances of immediate danger ; but, 
when that was over, the Romans found it was as difficult 
to rid themfelves of their new allies as of their former 
enemies. Thus the empire was not ruined by any parti- 
cular invafion, but funk gradually under the weight of 
feveral attacks made upon it on every fide. Wnen the 
barbarians had wafted one province, thofe who fucceed- 
ed the fit ft fpoiFrs pro: ceded on to another. Their de- 
vaftations were at firft limited to Thrace, Myfia, and 
Pannonia; but, when thefe countries were ruined, they 
deftroyed Macedonia, Theffidy, and Greece ; and from 
thence they expatiated to Noricu n. The empire was 
in this manner continually ftirioking, and Italy at laft 
became the frontier of its own domimoo. 

The valour and condutl of Theodofius, in fome mea- 
fure, retarded the deftru&ion that had begun in the time 
of Valens : but, upon his death, the enemy became irre- 
fiftible. A large body of Goths had been called in to affift: 
the regular forces of the empire, under the command of 
Alaric their king ; but what was brought in to flop the 
univerfal decli ,.e, proved the molt mortal ftab to its fe- 
curity. This Gothic prince, w ois reprefemed asbrave, 
impetuous, and enterprifing,perceiving the weaknefs of 
the ftate, and how little Arcadius and Honorius, the 

fucceffors 
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fuccefibrs of Theodofius, were able to fecure it; being 
inftigated alfo ftill farther by the artifices of one Rufinu, 
who had defigns upon the throne himfelf; this warlike 
prince, I fay, putting himfelf at the head of his barba- 
rous forces, declared war againft his employers ; and 
fought the armies of the empire for fome years with va- 
rious fuccefs. However, in proportion as his troops were 
cut off, he received new fupplics from his native forefts; 
and at lengrh, putting his mighty defigns in execution, 
paffed the Alps, and poured down like a torrent among 
the fruitful valleys of Italy. This charming region had 
long been the feat of indolence and fenfual delight; its 
fields were now turned into gardens of pleafure, that 
only ferved to enervate the poffeffors, from having once 
been a nurfery of military ftrength, that furnilhed fol- 
diers for the conqueft of mankind. The timid inhabi- 
tants, therefore, beheld with terror a dreadful enemy ra- 
vaging in the midft of their country, while their wretched 
emperor Honorius,who was then in Ravenna, ftill only 
feemed refolved to keep up his dignity, and to refufe any 
accommodation. But the inhabitants of Rome felt the 
calamities of the times with double aggravation. This 
great city, that had long fat as miftrefs of the world, 
now faw herfelf befieged by an army of fier -e a; d terrible 
barbarians: and being crowded with inhabitants, it was 
reduced, by the extremities of peftilence and famine,to a 
moft deplorable fituation. I . this extremity the fenate 
difpatched their ambaffadors to Alaric, defiring him ei- 
ther to grant them peace upon reafonable terms, or to 
give them leave to fight it with him in the open field. 
To this mefl'age, however, the Gothic monarch only re- 
plied, with a burft of laughter, “ That thick grafs w as 
eafier cut than thin implying, that their troops, when 
cooped up within the narrow compafs of the city, would 
be more eafily overcome than w ien drawn out in order 
of battle. When they came to deb te about a peace, he 
demanded all their riches and all their flaves. Wcen 
he was alked, “ What then he would leave them?’’ he 
fternly replied, “ Their lives.” Thefe were hard con- 

ditions 
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ditions for fuch a celebrated city to accept; but, com- 
pelled by the neceffity of the times, they raifed an im- 
menfe treafure, both by taxation, and dripping the hea- 
then temples, and thus at length bought off their fierce 
invader. Bur this was but a temporary removal of the 
calamity; for Alaric, now finding that he might become 
matter of Rome whenever he thought proper, returned 
with his army a fliort time after, preffed it more clotely 
than he had done before, and at laft took y ^ 116'’ 
it; but whether by force or ftratagem is * " tv , 1 -,1 • 'T- 6 A. D. 410. not agreed among hiftonans. Tnus tnat 
city, which for ages had plundered the reft of the world, 
and enriched herfelf with the fpoils of mankind, now 
felt in turn the fad revrrfe of fortune, and fuffered all 
th^t barbarity could inflifl, or patience endure. The 
foldiers had free liberty to pillage all places except the 
Chriftian churches : and, in the midft of this horrible 
defolation, fo great was the reverence of thefe barba- 
rians far our holy religion, that the Pagan Romans 
found fafety in applying to tnofe of the Chriftian per- 
fuafion for proteftion. This dreadful devaftation con- 
tinued for three days; and Uufpeakable were the pre- 
cious monuments, both of art and learning, that funk 
under the fury of the conquerors. However, there 
were ftill numberlefs traces of the city’s former great- 
nefs ; fo that this capture feemed rather a correttion 
than a final overthrow. 

But the Gothic conquerors of the Weft, though 
they had fuffered Rome to furvive its firft capture, now 
found bow eafy it was to become matters of it upon 
any other occafion. The extent of its walls had in 
faft made it ahnoft impracticable for the inhabitants to 
defend them; and as it was fituated in a plain, it might 
he ftormed without much difficulty. Befides this, no 
fuccours were to be expefted from without; for the 
number of the people was fo extremely diminifhed, that 
the emperors were obliged to retire to Ravenna, a place 
fo fortified by nature, that they could be fafe without 
the afiiftance of an army. What Alaric therefore fpared, 

Gefneric, 
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Gefneric, king of the Vandals, not long after contribu- 
ted to deftroy; his mercilets foldiers, for fourteen days 
together, ravaged with implacable fury in the midft of 
thar venerable "place. Neither private dwellings nor 
public buildings, neither fex nor age, nor religion, were 
the lead protection againft their lull or avarice. 

The capital of the empire being thus ranfacked feve- 
ral times, and Italy over-run by barbarous invaders,un- der various denominations, from theremoteft fkim of 
Europe, the weftern emperors for fome time continued 
to hold the title, without the power of royalty. Hono- 
rius lived till he faw himfelf dripped of the greated 
part of his dominions ; his capital taken by the Goths ; 
Pannonia feized upon b'- the HunS ; the Alans, Suevi, 
ai d Vandals edablidied in Spain; and the Burgundians 
fert ed in Gaul; where the Goths alfo fixed themfelves 
at lad." After fome time, the inhabitants of Rome alfo, 
being abandoned by their princes, feebly attempted to 
take the fupreme power into their ow . hands. Ame- 
rica and Britain feeing themfelves forfaken, began to 
regulate themfelves by their own laws. Thus the power 
of the date was entirely broken, ai d thofe who adumed 
the title of emperors only encountered certain deftruc- 
tion. At length even the very name of emperor of the Wed expired upon the abdication of Augullulus ; and 
Odoacer, general of the Heruli, adumed the title of king 
of all Italy. Such was the end of this great empire, that 
had conquered mankind with its arms, and indru&ed 
the world with its wifdom; that had rifen by tempe- 
rance, and that fell by luxury; that had been edablidied 
by a fpirit of patriotifm, and that funk into ruin when 
the empire was become fo extenfive, that a Roman ci- 
tizen was but an empty name. Its final didblution hap- 
pened about five hundred and twenty-two years after 
the battle of Pharfalia ; an hundred and forty-fix after 
the removal of the imperial feat to Condatinople ; and 
four hundred and feventy-fix after the nativity of our 
Saviour. FINIS. 














